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PREFACE. 

Tm: following pages, like many others, if book " Prefaoes " 
t11m be believed, owe their preparation and publication to the in
dividual want of their Compiler. As Editor of a MalOnic paper, 
and Mllllter of a Maaonic Lodge, he W88 10 frequently called upon 
to answer, decide, or give his opin.ion, on quest.ioll8 and points 
of HMOnic Law, Ullllge and Regulation, that the great need, and 
obvious practical value and convenience, of a M880nic Digest, or 
book of reference, forcibly presented itself to his mind. As no 
such book was to be had, he set about preparing oue for his own 
private 1186 ; and having purchased one of " Tonn' s I~ lUtn.mY," 
commenced an index of all his mMOnic reading that seemed 
worth the trouble. After nearly filling the book, and finding it 
insufficient, and not properly arranged for m880nic purposes, he 
had a larger one made, upon an improved plan, suggested by his 
previous experience. Into this he indexed the most material 
dates, facts, regulatiom, decisions, opinions, &c., &c., in his ma
sonic libracy, and entered all new ones as fast as received; and in 
time, this I~ Rerum became the most valuable and most indis.. 
pensable, of all his mMOnic books. 

The frequently expreseed wish that he would publish it, or pre
pare a work from it, and the acknowledged want of a compend, 
or digest, of masonic law, for the 1186 of lodges, and especially of 
Masters of Lodges, at last induced him to set about the task; and 
now, after much care and labor, he presents to the fraternity this 
work, which he has entitled a "DIG&!IT Ol' lUBomc LAw," in the 
hope that it may be found of practical value. 

The work is not properly a commentary on MMOnic Law, or a 
series of dilcussi01l8, or dissertations, upon Maaonic Law ; but is a 
collection of regulations, decision!!, and opinions, carefully con
densed, and arranged under appropriate heads. In most cases, 
the re&I!Ons, or arguments, upon which the decision or opinion is 
based, are not giTen ; and in many instances the precise language 
is not quoted. Care has, however, been taken to pre&erve the 
tme meaning of the original, and with this view the more im
portant words have in all cases been retained . 

• 



vi PREFACE. 

The work Ia not intended to supersede a reference to the pub
lished Constitutions of any particular jurisdiction, but as o. guide 
to the general law or opinions of the fratrnity. 

As a general rule, only so much has been quoted as would illllll
trate, or had special reference to, the particular point under con· 
aideration ; but the desire to make the work as useful as possible, 
has led to tome exceptions to the rule. · Repetition has been 
avoided 118 much RB seemed allowable in a work of the kind. 

When references are not made to any particular American 
llasonic Constitution, it will be understood that such Constitu
tion is silent upon the point under consideration. 

Much pains have been taken to arrange and cl-ify; yet it will 
be found necessary, in many cases, to '' read up'' on all pointa 
bearing upon the one under bivestigation. 

&me of the quotations and references have been taken at 
second-hand, and, perhaps, are not, in all cases, oorrectiy given; 
yet it is hoped. and beliel'ed that such instances are but few. 

Where there is a difference of opinion, &c., upon any point, it 
bas been intended to place the authorities on each side by them
selves. In some instances these have become somewhat "mixed 
up," for which is offered as excuse, the fact, that author and 
printer have been some two hundred miles apart during the 
whole time the manuscript has been in the ·latter's hands. 

The first paragraph under each head, or subdivision, when not 
otherwise credited, will be understood as the individual opinion 
of the compiler. In giving it, he has endeavored to be sparing 
of words, correct in statement, and just in concluaion. As a 
masonic author, or journalist, he is not aware of having pet the
ories to maintain, or favorite hobbies to ride. 

No apology is considered necessary for compiling and publish
ing the great diTersity of opinions, regulations, and usages, upon 
many important points. That such a diversity exists, is patent 
to all ; and by thus, and for the first time, setting them side by 
side, that their inconsistencies may be the more readily seen, "Lnd 
promptly remedied, the compiler believes he has opened a way 
for an earlier and more perfect uniformity. 

With a full knowledge of many imperfections in the work, the 
compiler can only point to the previously unbroken path in the 
'lllildenul before him; solicit for his labors an indulgent fraternal 
criticism ; and express the hope that, as his intention has been a 
laudable one, hill labors will meet the approval of his masonio 
brethren. 

HAVDJIJLL, liUIB., Oct. 1, 1859. 



GRAND LODGES. 
OltiGil{ 01'. 

GBAIQ) LoooBS, u at present organized, are of com.,.,._ 
tively modem date. Originally. each lodge was an independ
ent body, acknowledging no superior. A number of masons, 
not less than seven, meeting together, were, by ancient usage, 
empowered to practise the rights of masonry, without a 
charter, or warrant of constitution. This privilege was in
herent .in them as individuals. 

The first notice we find of the formation or existence of a 
supreme controlling masonic body, is contained in an old 
MSS., one said to have been in the pOBBession of Nicholas 
Stone, a sculptor under the celebrated Inigo Jones. This 
MSB., which was destroyed, with many others, in 1720, con
tained the following :* 

" St. Albant loved masons well, and cherished them much, 
and made tlleir pay right good. And he gott them a char
ter from the kingl and his counsell, for to hold a general 
counsell, and gave itt to name ABBemblie. Thereat he was 
himselfe, and did help to make masons, and gave them good 
charges." 

"Whether this " Assemblie" ever met again, or not, we have 
now no means of knowing. 

• Pree. m~ 1113. 
t Albulaa - born al Verulam, (DOW SL Alb111111, In llerUbrdaibln, Eogllllld) 

or a noble famll7. 1D his yooth he &raveled lo Rome, where he served seven 
year.~ onder the Emperor Dlocleuan. On his return home, he wu converted to 
the CbrlsU&n l'&lth ; and, In the tenth and llast persecollon or the Cbrlsllallll, Willi 

bebMded, A. D., 308. Be Willi the ftnt wbo onlrered martyrdom lbr the Chris· 
llan rellckm, In Brl1aln.-lb 1M. 

:t <Maas11111, A. D., 28T. 



GRAND WDGJ:s. 

The next general usembly of the craft, of which any re
cord hu come down to us, wu that convened at York, in 
England, in 926, by Prince Edwin, the brother of king Athel
stane, and the grandson of Alfred the Great.* Prince 
Edwin procured a charter from Athelstane, empowering the 
muons to meet annually at York, at which city king Athel
stane then kept hia court.' A record written in the reign of 
Edward IV, said to have been in the possession of the famous 
Eliaa Ashmole, founder cif the Museum at Oxford, and which 
was unfortunately destroyed at the revolution, contained the 
following :t , · · · . · · 

· .. That the said king1s brother, Prince Edwin,· ~eing taught 
masonry, and taking upon him the chu-ges of a master mason, 
for the love he had to the said craft, and the honorable prin
ciples whereon it i8 grounded, purchased a free charter of 
King Athelstane, for the masons; having a correction. among_ 
themselves (as it was. anciently expressed), or a>freed.om ~d 
power to regulate themselves, to amend wha.t might happen 
amiss, and .to hold a yearly communicatiOn and general as
sembly. 

" That, accordingly, Prince Edwin summoned all the m~ 
sons in the realm to meet him in a ·congregation at York, who 
came, and composed a general lodge, of which h,e was Grand 
Master ; and having brought with them all the writingiJ and 
records extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, some in French, 
and other languages, from the contents thereof, 'that aaaembly 
did frame the ConstitUtions and Charges of 8.n English lodge; 
made a law to ·preserve and observe the same in all time 
comil).g, and ordain,ed good pay for working masons,"&c. 

The granting of this charter, at this· tilne, would seem· to 
be conclusive that the assemblies of the craft under the char
ter of Carausius, had long since ceased to be held. 

The Conatituti.ona Gd Charges framed by this' 8llllelftbly, 
are known as the "Gothic Oonstitutions," which, ·being re
vised by Dr. A.n4erson, .in ;t720,l are now designated as 

• Pres. Dl., 10'1. 
t Pres. m., 108. 
: J'lrat pabllllhed Ill 1 '128 



"Anderson's Conatitntione," or u.the "Ancient Charges of • 
Freemuon," and are univeraally considered 811 the highest 
written muonic authority. 

For nearly eight hundred years subsequent to 926, these 
yearly general 8118emblies were held at York, with but few 
interruptions. They were not, in the sense we now under~ 
stand it, a " Grand Lodge," but a " General Assembly of Ma
sons," being composed of 811 many of the fraternity at large, 
as, ·being within convenient distance, could attend, under 
the auspices of one general head, who Wall elected and in
stalled at one of these meetings, and who, for the time being, 
received homage as the governor of the whole body. The 
idea of confining the privileges of ma~~onry, by a warrant or 
charier, to certain individuals, convened on certain days and 
at certain places, had then no existence. Any brethren, 
competent to discharge the duty, were authorized to open 
and hold lodges, at their discretion, at such times and place11 
as best suited their convenience, and then and there initiate 
membere·into the order.* 

At the general 8118embly held in 1663, on the festival 
or St. John the Evangelist, regulations were adopted, re
quiring, 

1. " That no person, of what degree soever, be made or 
accepted a freemuon,unless in a regula~" lodge, whereof one 
to be a Master or a Warden in that limit or divieion where 
such lodge is kept, and another ·to be a craftsman in the 
ti-ade ofFreemaaonry. · 

2. "That no person hereafter shall be accepted a treema
aon, but such aa are of able body, honest parentage, good 
reputation, and an observer of the laws of the land. 

3. " That no per8on, hereafter, who ahall be accepted a 
freemaaon, shall be admitted into any lodge or assembly, 
until he hall brought a certificate of the time and place ot1lis 
acceptation, from the lod~ that accepted him, unto the 
master of that limit or division where such lodge is kept. 
And the said master shall enroll the same in a roll of par~h-

• Pres. Dl., 109. 
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ment to be kepHor that purpose, and llhall· give an aocoat 
of all such acceptatioDll, at every genwal assembly •.. 

4. " That every person who is now a freemaaon, shall bring 
to the master a note of the time of his a~ptation, to the 
end the same may be enrolled in such priority of place as 
the brother deaervea ; and that the whole company and fel
lows may the better know each other. 

5. " That, for the future, the ·said fraternity of Freeq~uQII8 
ahall be regulated · and g()verned ·by one · Grand MasW, IUl.d 
as many W ardeDB as the said society ahall think ~t f4l 
ap~int at every annual general aaaembly. 

6. "That no person shall be·aoeepted, 118le1!8 .he be tw~ 
one years old, or more."· 

These regulations are the first .we oa.n find, that e:xplioi.t,\y 
acknowledged the general aBSembly as the governmg b()dy 
of the fraternity, and required private wdges to give aD 

account of all their acceptations to it. 
After the death of King William1 in 1702, who was a-~Qll, 

and a great patron of the craft, the .inStitution began to Jan.. 
guish-the lodges decrea.lied in aumber, and the general 
assembly was entirely negleoted, for many years. ~ old 
lodge of St. Paul, and a few others, continued to meet regu
larly, but consist-ed of few members.* 

On the acceBBion of George I., lbe masons· in London and 
its enviroDB, resolved to revive the communications and 
ammal festivals of the society. With this- view, the lodges 
at the Goose and Gridiron, 1n St. Paul's .church-yard; the 
Crown, in Parker's-lane, near· Dnuy..)ane; the Apple-Tree 
Tavern, in Charles street, Covent Garden, and the R~ 
and Grapes Tavern, in Chanhel-r.Qw, Westminster, (the only 
lodges in being in the south of England, at that time) with 
some other old brethren, met at the Apple-Tree Tavern above 
m;ntionEJd, in February, 1717, and, having voted the oldest 
master mason, then present, iato the chair, "conatitnte.d 
themselves a Grand Lodge, pro tempore ;"t resolved to revive 
the quarterly comJnli!OOations of the fraternity ; to hold the 

• Book G>nsta., ed. 1738, p. :os. 
t Presion, 150. 
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amtaal aMembly aad f8ut on 1he .24th June, aad thell te 
choose a Grand Muter. 

Accordingly, on the Uth of JUDe, 1'117, the aaeembly and 
feast were held at the Goose and Gridiron, in St. Paul's 
ch1ll'Cho-yard, (in oompliment to the oldMt lodge,. which met 
there) and the oldest master mason, and maetel" of a lodge, 
having taken the chair, a Jiet of candidate. ror the omoe of 
(hand Master was produced, on~ of wbioh, " by a gra.t 
majoritY of banda," the brethten elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, 
Grand Master of !faeone, fOr the 811811iBg year, who WM 

• forthwith invested by the said oldeat muter, and inatalle4 
by the Master of the oldest lodge. 

The Urand Master then appointed his W ardena, (Captain 
.Jmeph Elliott, and Mr. Jacob Lamball) and commanded the 
brethren of the four lodges to meet him and biB W ardeu 
quarterly in communication. 

Among the regulations waicll were propoaed and agreed 
to, at this meeting, waa the foltowing: 

"' That the privilege of a88elnbling 88 maaons, which had 
been hitherto unlimited, should be vested in certain lodges, 
ar•assemblies of masons, convened in certain places; and 
that every lodge to be hereafter convened, except the four 
old lodges, at this time existing, should be legally author
ized to act by a warrant from the Grand Master, for the time 
being, granted to certain individuals by petition, with the 
consent and approbation of the Orand Lodge, in communica
tion ; and that without such warrant, no lodge should be 
hereafter deemed regular or constitutional." 

Jn consequence of this regulation, several new lodges were 
soon after convened in London, and its environs, and the 
Masters and )Vardens of them were commanded to attend 
the meetings of the Grand Lodge, make a regular report of 
their proceedings, and transmit to the Grand Mltster, from 
time to time, a copy Of any by-laws they might form for their 
own government. 

In compliment to the brethren of the four old lodges, by 
whom the Grand Lodge was first formed, it was resolved, 
"That everv privUege which thev collectively eJ\ioyed, by 



12 GBAND LODQBS. 

virtue of their immemorial rights, they should still contmu.e 
to enjoy ; and that no law, rule, or regulation, to be hereafter 
made or passed in the Grand Lodge, should ever deprive 
them of such privilege, or encroach on any lan14nark which 
was at that time established as the standard of masonic 
government." 

This resolution being confirmed, the old m&BOns in the 
metropolis, agreeably to the resolution of the brethren ai 
large, vested all their inherent privileges, as individuals, in 
the four old lodges, in the trust that they would never auffer 
the old charges and ancient landmarks to be infringed. 

The four old lodges then agreed to extend their patronage 
to any lodge which should hereafter be constituted by the 
Grand Lodge, according to the- new regulations of the 
society ; and that the Masters and Vi' ardens of such new 
lodges should be permitted to share with them all the privi
leges of the Grand Lodge, except precedence of rank. 

For a time, the brethren of the four old lodges considered 
their attendance at Grand Lodge unnecessary, and trusted 
implicitly to their Masters and Wardens, but soon fearing 
that in process of time the representatives of the new lodfes 
would so far outnumber the old ones, as to have it in their 
power to encroach on, or even subvert, the privileges of the 
original masons of England, which had been centered in the 
four old lodges, with the concurrence of tl1e brethren at 
large, they wisely framed a code of laws for the future 
government of the society, j;o which was annexed a con
ditional clause, which the Grand Master for the time being, 
his successors, and the master of every lodge to be hereafter 
constituted, were bound to preserYe_ inviolate, in all time 
coming!'* This conditional clause reads thus: 

"Every annual Grand Lodge has an inherent power and 
authority to make new regulations, or to alter these, for the 
real benefit of this aru;ient fraternity; provided always, TIUT THE 

OLD LANDMARKS BE CAREFULLY PRESERVED j and that SUCh alte!'• 
ations and new regulations be proposed and agreed to, at the 

• Vido charges at the lnstaUo.tlon or tho )laster of n lodge. 
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third quarterly communication preceding the annual grand 
fcad ; arid that they be offered also to the perusol of all the 
brethren, before dinner, in writing, evm of tM youngest apo 
fWe1ltiee; the approbation and COD8ent of the majcnity of all 
the brethren present, being absolutely neceaaary to make the 
same binding and obligatory." 

This regulation has since become obsolete, and the annual 
assembly of Dml!lbs baa long ceaaed to be held. 

During the years preceding, and subsequent to the foi'Dia
tion of the Grand Lodge of England, as above described, the 
general UBembly, or Grand Lodge, at York, continued regu
larly to meet, as heretofore. 

For a series of years, the most perfect harmony subsisted 
between the two Grand Lodges, and private lodges flourished 
in both parts of the kingdom, under their separate jurisdic
tion. The Grand Lodge at London took the title of " 77u 
Grand Lodge of England," while that at York was known as 
" 7le Grand Lodge of all En~land." The former, on account 
of its situation, being encouraged by some of ~e principal 
nobility, soon aequired consequence and reputation; while 
the: latter, restricted to fewer members, gradually declined, 
and at last ceased to exist.* . 

During a large portion of the time subsequent to the first 
general assembly at York, in England, Freemasonry was also 
flourishing in Scotland. Although much uncertainty hangs 
around the early history of its introduction into Scotland, it 
is" generally conceded" to have been as early as the twelfth 
century, when the abbeys of Melrose, Kelso, and Kilwinning, 
were constructed, and foreign freemasons were sent for. 
Still later, assemblies for the general government of the craft, 
were frequently held at Kilwinning. 

In the reign of James I., every Grand Master who was 
chosen. by the brethren, either from the nobility or clergy, 
and approved of by the crown, was entitled to an annual 

• A note t6 the tenth edition ol PresW., page 281, says : '' There Is at present 
(1796), a Grand Lodge of Masons In the City of York, who trace their existence 
from this period, (926)." 
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revenue of four pounds Scots, trom each master: ma.m, aJal 
likewise to a fee, at the initiation of every new member. He 
was empowered to adjust any dift'erences·that might:criH 
among the brethren, to .regulate those .aftir.irs connected wi1ila 
the fraternity; which it wu improper to.brillgundert.he cog" 
nizance of the courts oflaw, and to appoint deputies, or W 8.1" 

dens, who. reaided in the chief towna of .. Bootland, .ud man
aged the concel'll8 of the orde11, when it wat inooavenient 1o 
appeal to the Grand Master himael£ 

In the reign of J81lles n., the office of Grand 'Master of 
Bootland was granted to WtUiam .St.. Ctair, Earl of Ozkney 
and Caithness, and Baron of Roslin, " biB heirs and nooes. 
sors," ·by the king's charter.tt · .. 

In Hays' MS., in the Advooate's library,t there are ·two 
cbarteni granted by the Scottish ·masons, appointin~ the S'
Ciaire of Roslin their hereditary Grand :Ma~~tera. 'The first is 
without date, but signed by several masons who appoin.t 
William St. Clair of Roslin, hie heirs and succiHIBorS, their 
patrons and judges. The other is1 ill some meanre;· a ratifi.. 
cation of the first, and· is damd 1 GaO, in whioh ·they. appoilrt 
Sir WilHam St. Clair; of Roslin, his heirs and eueceBBOrs, to 
be their " patrons, protectors, and . overseers, ill a;ll time 
coming."· 

In 1'736, William Sinclair, Esq., the last of the Sinclair& of 
Roslin, and without issue, renounced not only the right to 
the office which he derived from the brethren, but any right 
also which, as a descendant of the ·Earl of Caitlmess, he 
might claim from the grants of the Scottish monarchs. Hav
ing announced hie intention at a meeting of the Edinburgh 
and neighboring lodges, called by him for the purpose, circa
la.r letters were dispatched to a.11 the lodges in Scotland, invit<
ing them to appear, either by themselves or. proxies, on next 
St. Andrew's day, to concur and assist in the election of a 
Grand Master. When that day arrived, thirty-two lodgea 
appeared, by themselves or proxies, and after receiving the 
deed of resignation from William Sinolau, Esq., proceeded 

• Lawrie. t I.awl'le, 62 



to the eleotion of another Grand Kuter, wMn, on aeeount 
of the zeal which he had alwaya shown for the honor and 
prosperity of the order, the aame William Sinclair, Eeq., waa 
unanimously e1eeted to that o11lce, and proclaimed " Grand 
Kaster Mason of allScoilaod."* Thus waa the pruent Granc 
Lodge of &oiland instituted in 1736. 

From the GtarMl Lodge of EDgland, or the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, all other mating Grand LodgN have directly or 
indirectly derived their origin-most of them from the 
bmer.· 

The date of ihe ~n of the principal Grand 
Lodges in Europe and America, is aa fOllows: 

England, 1 'll 'l ; Ireland, 1738 ; Scotland, 1736; Fruace, 
1756 ; Germany, 1741 ; Prussia, 1740; Saxony, 1812 1 Hol
.land.l7i.7 ; Denmark, 174.3; Sweden, 1754:; Poland, 1784 ; 
8witlaerlmld,l764:; ·Alabuaa, 1821; Arkausas, 1832; Cal
ifornia,,1850; Cnneetieut, 1789; Canada, 1855; Delaware, 
1806 ; Dia1rict of Cohunbia, 1800 ; Florioo, 1800; Georgia, 
1786 ; lllinpie, 1840 ; lndiaDa, 1818; Iowa, 1M4 ; Kawlas, 
1856; Kentucky, 1800; Louisiana, 1812; Maine, 1820; M .. 
aachusetts, 1733 ; Maryland, 1787 ; Michigan, 1826; Minne
sota, 1853; MiBBissippi, 1818; Missouri, 1821; Nebraska, 
1867·; New Hamp&hire, 1789; New Jersey, 1786; New 
York,17§1; N~rthCarolil)a.,17'71; Ohio,1808; Oregon, 18M; 
Peanaylvania; 1764 ; · Rhode ~!!land, 1791; South Carolina, 
1787 ; Tennessee, 1794 ; Texas, 1837 ; Vermont, 1794; .Vir
ginia, 1777 ; ""wisconsin, 1843. . . 

Mode of Organiziilg. 

The usual mode of organizing a new Grand Lodge, is, in 
substance, as follows : 

A certain number of lodges, not less than three, holding 
charters or warrantA from some legal Grand Lodge, or from 
different Grand .Lodges, meet in convention, by their repre
sentatives, formally resolve to organize a Grand Lodge, adopt 
a conatimtion, and pwoeed to elect and install their officers. 

• Lawrie, p 64. 



1~ GB.&ND LODGJ:S--STYLE AND TITLE. 

It is necessary that it be a separate state, or territory; 
that there be no Grand Lodge at that time existing within it; 
that at least three chartered lodges be, at the time, in mtiw 
existence within the territoriallimitB, and consent to the for
mation of such Grand Lodge ; that they meet in convention 
as lodges, and not as individuals ; that they adopt a constitu~ 
tion ; and that the newly elected Grand Master be installed 
by some Past Grand Master, or by the senior Past Master 
present. 

It is not essential that it should be an independent ancf 
sovereign state or territory, but simply necessary that it be 
a separate and distinct state or terri:tory.* 

The lodges must surrender their old warrants, and take out , 
. new ones from the Grand Lodge thus constituted. 

If there be more than three lodges previously existing in 
the territory, we are of opinion, though we do not know that 
the point ha~~ ever been raised, that the consent of a majority 
of all of them is necessary to the legality of the new Grand 
Lodge. Such a rnle would seem at least to be just aud re&
aonable. 

Style and Title. 

MAINE:-The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Free and .Accepted Masons of the State of Maine. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE.-The Grand Lodge of the .Ancient and 
Honorable Fraternity of Free and .Accepted Masons of tlie 
State of New Hampshire. 

VERMONT.-The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and 
Honorable Society of Free and .Accepted Masons for the 
State of Vermont. · 

MASSACHUSETTs.--The Most Worshipful Grand LOdge of 
Ancient Free and .Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 

RHODE lsLAND.-The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 

• This i• now well settled ; and legal Grand Lodges have been tbirmed In 
Oregon, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, and other Wrltoria, and In the pro.-lnco 
~~~ -
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.lnci~t free and Accepted. llaaoDa .of the State of Bhode 
Island and Providence Plantatima. 

CoNNECTIOUT.-The Most W«SbipfUI Gn.nd Lodge of the 
Sta~ of Connecticut. 

NEW YoBL-The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the 
Ancient and Honorable ~iernity of Free and Accepted 
Masons of the State of New York. 

N):w JEBSBY.-The Grand Lodge of the Yost Ancient and 
Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons for the State 
of New Jersey. · 

PmiNSYLv.ANU.-The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and 
Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Penn
sylvania and Masonic jnt;~ction thereunto belonging. 

DELAWARE.-The Grand LOdge of Delaware. 

MARYLANJ>.-The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of Maryland. · 

DISTRICT oi' CoLPlfBIA:-The Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia. 

VIRGINU.-The Grand Lodge of Virginia. 
NoRTH c~~A.-The Gn:md Lodge of Ancient York 

Masons of North .Carolina. 
Soum C.AROLINA.-The Most Worshipful <!rand Lodge of 

Ancient Freemasons of South Carolina. 
GEORGIA.-The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons 

of the State of Geo~gia. · · 
FLORii>A..-The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and 

Accepted Masons of the State of Florida. 
.!.LABAH.A.-The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Anci~nt 

Fr.ee alld Aca.pted llaao1111-of AlalNUD1und: ita Maaonic juris-
diction. ' 

lllssiSBIRL-The .~ Worshipful G:tand Lodge of tl;le 
State of Mississippi. 
· Lousu.NA.-The 'Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana.. 

'l'EXAs.-The Grand Lodge of Texas. 



18 

ARKANSAS.-The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the 
Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons of the State of .Ark:alaa. 

TnNJ:sso.-The Grand Lodge of the State of Ten
nessee. 

KENTUCKY.-The Grand Lodge of Kentucky. 

Omo.-The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honor
able Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of 
Ohio. 

MICHIGAN.-The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of the State of Michigan. 

INDIANA.-The Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honorable 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of 
Indiana. 

!u.INors.-The Grand Lodge of Illinois of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons. 

MIBSOUBI.-The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Ancient Masons of the State of Missouri. 

IowA.-The Grand Lodge of Iowa of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons. · 

WISOONSIN.-The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons of Wisconsin. 

MINNESOTA.-The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Minnesota.. · 

KA.N'SAS.-The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of Kansas. 

NEBRASKA.-The Grand Lodge of Nebraska. 

CALIPOBNIA.-The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of the State of California. 

O.uooN.-The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of the Territory of Oregon. 

CANADA.-The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted 
'Masons of Canada. 
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ENGLAND.-The United Grand Lodge of .Ancient Free and 
.Accepted llasons of England. 

IRELAND.-The Grand Ma.sonic Lodge of Ireland. 

SCOTLAND.-The Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honora
ble Fraternity of Free and Accepted Ma.sons of Scotland. 

llemben. 

An American Grand Lodge is usually composed of its offi. 
cers-elect and appointed, except the Grand Tiler-its Past 
Grand Ma.sters, Deputy Grand Masters, and Grand Wardens ; 
and the Masters and Wardens of its subordinate lodges, or 
their regularly appointed proxies. 

The Grand Lodges of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
New Jersey, Arkansas, Texa.s, Virginia, and Mississippi, 
have, in addition to the above, what are called District 
Deputy Grand Masters, who are admitted to a seat and vote 
in the Grand Lodge. In New Hampshire all Past District D. 
G. Masters, are also considered members of the Grand 
Lodge 

The Grand Lodges of England, Ireland, Rhode Island, V er
mont, Texlill, Iowa, New Jersey, District of Columbia, Florida, 
Georgia,-Arkansas, California, Virginia, Maryland, Mississippi, 
and Kansas, admit all Past Masters of their subordinate 
lodges to a seat and vote in Grand Lodge. 

In Alabama, and Louisiana, Pa.st Masters are allowed a 
seat in Grand Lodge, but not a vote. · 

In Indiana, Kentucky, and Georgia, the War.dens of subor· 
dinate lodges are not admitted to membership in Grand 
Lodge. 

fn New Hampshire and Florida, one representative from 
each subordinate lodge is admitted to seat and vote in Grand 
Lodge, in addition to the Ma.ster and Wardens. 



011lova. 

The usual officers of .American Grand Lodges, are 
1. Grand Master. 
2. beputy Grand Master. 
3. Grand Senior Warden. 

· 4. Grand Jooior Warden. 
5. Grand Treasurer. 
6. Grand Secretary. • _ 
7. Grand Chaplain, or Chaplains. 

· 8. Grand Marshal• . · 
9. Grand Senior Deacon. 

10. Grarid Junior Deacon~ 
· 11. Grand Stewards. 
12. Grand Sword Bearer. 
13. Grand Standard Bearer. 
14. Grand Pursuivants. 
15. Grand Lecturer, or Lecturers. 
16. Grand Orator. 
17. Grand Tiler. 

The Grand Lodge of England omits NoB. S, 13,-15, 16, and 
has, in addition to the above, a Pro Grand Ma8ter ; Pro
vincial Grand Masters ; Grand Registrar ; Grand Superintend
e;nt of Works ; Grand Director of the Ceremonies ; Grand 
.Assistant, and Organist. · 

The officers of the Grand Lodge of Scotland are, a Grand 
Mas~, Past Grand Master, Grand Master Depute, Substitute 
Grand Master, Senior and Junior Grand Wardens, Grand 
Treasurer, Grand Secretary, Grand Clerk, two Grand Chap
lainl, . Senior and Junior · Grand De~ns, .Architect to the 
Grand Lodge, Grand Jeweler, Grand Bible-bearer, Grand 
Director of Ceremonies, Grand Bard, Grand Sword-bearer, 
Grand Director· of Music, two Grand Marshals, and out-door. 
and in-door Grand Tilers. · 

Titles. 

The title of a Grand Master, or Past Grand M81lter, is 
"Most Worshipfui ;" that of Deputy or Past Deputy Grand 
Muter, Grand Wardens, or Past Grand Wardens, Graud 



Treallllrer, Grand Secretary, Diltriot Deputy Grand Muter, 
or Past ditto, is " Right W orlhipful ;" that of all other oftloen 
of the Grand Lodge, (except tbe Tiler) is" WorMipfvl." The 
well settled title of the Master of a aubordinate lodge, i. 
"WorskipfvJ." AD other officers, u well as the members of 
a subordinate lodge, are addreBSed simply u "Br«/wr." The 
above is the general, and almost universal .American uaage. 

Powen of 0..,.._ 
With the exception of the Grand Master, who poii88M88 

certain powera, prerogatives, and privilegea, by immemorial 
right, the several officers of a Gnnd Lodge poii88BB no pow· 
era, tr o~, but'aueh as ,are expreaaly granted to tllem by 
their respective Grand Lodge CODI!Ititutioll&. AD other pow
era, prerogatiwe.and· plivBegee,:are Withheld from theJQ; 
except it be such as belong. to 'them by virtue of their mem. 
berabip: in the fraternity, 011 in some partic'lllar lodge. 

.. . . . . ' ' 

'Who oan .I~. <hiUld :t.odp. 011loen. 

The general r.nle is, that tho GrMJ.d Master can only be in
Btalled by a Present or Past Grand Master; or, if none be 
present, by the Senior Grand officer present, (he being also ll 
Past Master) and in the absence of all such, by the Senior 
Past Master present. The Grand Master, when installed, has 
the right to install his .IJIJbonlinUu officem 

The Grand Master shaH De ·iDatalled by his immediate pre- , 
dece88or, or, in his absence, by the Senior Past Grand Mastel: 
present; and in the abeence of such Past Grand Master, by 
the Senior Past Master present; preference, however, being 
given to Past Grand officers, according to rank.-CMYt. Me. 

It will be competent for your Past Master, or other 
Past Master, at your option, and in the absence of all the 
Grand officers, to install your officers.-HUBilABD, G. M. OhW, 
~M. : 

The Grand Master shall be installed by his immediate pre
de08880r, or such Past Grand Master as the Grand Lodge may 
designate for that purpose ; or, when it is not a new choice, 
by the Senior Put Grand Master Fe.eeDt. .After the insta.Jla.. 
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tion oftho Grand Master, ho shall install tho other officel'8 of 
the Grand Lodge.-Const. N. H. 

In Massachusetts, the rule is the same as in Maine, except 
the last clause as quoted above, which is omitted. 

The Grand Master is to be installed by the last preceding 
Grand Maf!ter present.-Const. Penn. 

The Grand Master shall be installed by a Past Grand Mas
ter, a Past Deputy Grand Master, or Senior Past Master, 
present.-Consts. D. C.; Mo. 

It is the duty of the. Grand Master to install his suceeaaor 
in office, who .shall then proceed to install the other Grand 
officers, if present.-Const. Ind. 

The Grand' Master shall be installed by his immediate pre
decessor; or, in his absence, by the Senior Past Gran4 
Master present ; and in the absence of such, by the Senior 
Past Master present.-Const. Wis. 

It is the duty of the Grand Master to install his deputy, but 
he may deputize whom he pleases to install all the other 
officers, and also any officer of a private lodge.-Const. Ky. 

No person can legally install a Grand Master elect, save one 
who holds, or has held, a similar office.-DANIEL, C. F. C., 
Mi88., 1858. 

General Powers. 
A Grand Lodge is the supreme masonic authority within 

its jurisdiction. Its powers are three-fold-legislative, judi
cial, and executive. In its legislative capacity, it has the 
power of enacting laws and regulations for the government 
of the craft, and of altering, repealing, and abroga_ting them. 
In its judicial capacity, it has the power of investigating, 
regulating, and deciding all matters relative to the craft, or 
to particular lodges, or to individual masons, which it may 
exercise, either of itself, or by such delegated authority as it 
may appoint. In its executive capacity, it bas the power of 
erasing lodges, and expelling brethren from the craft: These 
powers are subject to one limitation, which is that contained 
in the regulations of 1721, and expressed in the following 
ooncise language: "PJIOVIDED ALWAYS THAT THE OLD LAND-



JIAKit8 BB CABEFULLY PIIKSEBVBD." By thiS standard, and tbia 
only, are we to measure the powers of a Grand Lodge. 

Constitutional Powers. 
Under this head we give a carefully prepared summary of 

the powers claimed by the several American Grand Lodges 
as set forth in their respective constitutions. 

M.Am.lil.-This Grand Lodge claims pot«T to enact and 
enforce laws and regulations for the government of the frater
nity, and to alter, amend, and repeal the same, at pleasure; 
to constitute new lodges, by granting dispensations and 
charters under seal, and, for good cause, to suspend, revoke, 
and annul the same, at pleasure ; to establish and preserve 
a uniform mode of working and lectures, under the sanction 
of the ancient landmarks and customs of masonry ; to asseSB 
and collect from the several lodges under its jurisdiction, such 
sums of money as may be deemed necessary for the benefit 
of the craft ; to heat and determine all questions of dispute 
between two or more lodges ; to hear and decide all cases 
of appeal from the decision of subordinate lodges ; to 
demand and receive such fees and charges for granting dis
pensations, charters, certificates, ·and diplomas, as may be 
reasonable ; to bear and decide all charges and complaints 
against any officer of the Grand Lodge, and to inflict such 
punishment on the delinquent and guilty, as may appear just 
and proper ; to exercise all such powers, and perform all 
such acts, as, by custom, are exercised and performed by 
Grand Lodges, within the ancient constitutions and landmarks 
of Freemasonry.-Const. 1849. 

N:sw HAKP8BIRil.-This Grand Lodge claims power to 
ordain and establish laws, rules, and regulations, for the gov
ernment arid benefit of the craft within the state ; to grant 
charters, and constitute new lodges, and to revoke and annul 
the same ; and to prescribe and rO'I.uire an uniform mode of 
working, but in no case to alter, deface, or remove the ancient 
and established laJi.dmarks of Masonry.-Const. 1851. 

VBJIJ(ONT.-This Grand Lodge claims power to constitute 
new lodges ; to establish an uniform mode of working 



fllrou«hout the state,( strictly adhering to the ancient lmulmtJrll, 
Wlage&, and customs of maeonry, which are, on no account, to 
be removed or defaced ;) to require of the lodges under ita 
jurisdiction, from time to time, such sums of money as it shall 
think nece88&l'Y, to be appropriated for the benefit of the 
craft ; to make general regulations, ~d by-laws ; to hear and 
determine all appeals ; to decide all disputes between the dU:. 
ferent lodges under its jurisdiction ; to hear and entertain all 
petitions for c'ftarity, and all other petition& upon all other 
subjects, legislstive or otherwise, which 8hall not con11ict with 
the ancient constitutions of the order; and all other power 
necessary and proper to an independent Grand· Lodge.
Cout. 1862. 

MA~~~~£CHUSB!TB.-This Grand Lodge cJ.aiuU. po~er tQ enaet 
laws and regulations for the government of the craft1 and to 
alter, repeal, and abrogate them; to establish and ~,>reserve .l!o 
uniform system of work and lectures ; to ll¥l'!le diapen~oniJI 
and charters for new lodges, and to . &W!pexid or revoke t4e 
same, for unmasonic conduct, the DQIJ,-opservance of i;he J;e~ 
lations of the Grand Lodge, the non"f)ayment of dues, or .other 
neglect of duty; to irivestigate, .f!'lgulate, and decide, all mat
ters relative to the craft, or to particular lodges, or to indi
vidual brothers, which power it may exercise either in itBelf, 
or by such delega~d authority as it may appoin;t; ~ut fu the 
Grand Lodge alone. resides the power of revoking the 
charters of lodges, expelling brethren from the craft, and' the 
power of finally d~ciding on everv case wb.iph concerns the 
interests of the craft.-Const. 1~3. · · ··· 

RBOD'II ISLAND.-This Grand Lodge claims pow.er to.~ 
and enforce all laws and regulations fur the. government of 
the fraternity, and to alter, amend, and repeal the same, II& 
pleasure ; to constitute new lodges, by granting dillpensatious 
and charters, undet aeal; and, for good c&tl86, to amspend, 
revoke, and annul the same, at pleasure ; ·to establish aud 
preserve a uniform mode of work and lectures, . under the 
sanotion of the ancient landmark& and eustoJQs. of masonry ; 
to l1e&l' and determine all quemons Qf dispute between twp 



OT more lodges ; to hear and decide all oosea of appeal from 
the decision of subordinate lodges; to demand and receiTe 
such fees and charges for granting dispcnaationa, charteaw, 
certificates, and diplomas, as may be reasonable ; to hear and 
decide all charges an<! complaintl against any efliccr of the 
Grand Lodge, and ~ .inflict such punishment on the . delin
quent and guilty, as may appear just and proper; to decide 
with what subordinate lodge they v.ill celebrate the anni
versary of St. .John the Baptist; to exercieo all such powers. 
and perform all such acts, as by custom are exercised and 
performed by G~:and Lodges, within the ancient s:onstitutiona 
and landmarks of Freemasonry.-Const. 1858. 

CoNNBCI'ICU'f.-Thia Grand Lodge claims power to coniJti.. 
tute new lodges ; to eslablillh a uniform modo of working in 
all the lodges in the state ; to make such by-laws for its own 
government as it shall think proper ; to demand such fees for 
charters and dispenRations, aa shall· be established by its bY"' 
laws ; and to superintend the genenl policn of masonry, 
according to the ancient lL!IageB of masons, carefully regard
ing the old landmarks, which are, on no account, to be 
removed or defaced.-Const. 1855. 

N:zw YoRK:.-This Grand Lodge claims power to govern 
and superintend the fraternity, within its tenitorial jurisdic
tion ; to enlarge or diminish the number and qualifications of 
its members, at its pleasure, by a provision or chango ·of ita 
constitution ; to frame and adopt, at its owu convenience, 
particular constitutions and regulations, and to alter, amend, 
add to, or repeal the.same, at pleasure, under the limitations 
therein imposed: legislative power, in every case of legisla
tion, not delegated or ret~erved to subordinate lodges ; original 
judicial powers, embracing all matters of controversy which 
may arise between any subordinate lodges under its jurisdic
tion, or the members of diffetent lodges, and the enforcement 
of discipline upon its own members, and the lodges under its 
jurisdiction, and upon individual masons; appellate powers, 
embracing all matters· of controversy and dieeipline prOJ)er 
for m&II4)Di«il investigation, arising. in ooy aubordioote lodge; 
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ond over which it has not original jurisdiction ; but nothing 
oon be adopted in derogati<Jn of the ancient landmarlts.
COI'ISt. 1854 •. 

Nr.;w JKRSEY.-This Grand Lodge claims power to consti
tute new lodges; to establish a uniform mode of working 
throngl10nt the state, sh·ictly adhering to the ancient land
marks, usages, and customs of Masonry, which are, on no 
account, to be removed or defaced; to require from the 
several lodges under its jurisdiction, such annual dues as it 
shall think necessary to be appropriated for the benefit of the 
craft ; to hear and determine all appeals, and decide all di&o 

1\ putes between the different lodges nnder its jurisdiction ; to 
demand such fees as it may think just and reasonable, upon 
granting a. charter incorporating a new lodge ; to make a.1J 
by-laws, rules, and regulations, necel!llllry and proper for car• 
rying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other pow;. 
era necessary and proper to an independent Grand Lodge, 
not incousistent with its constitution.-Comt. 1818. 

PENNSYLVANIA.-'fhis Grand Lodge claims power to estab
lish new lodges, by its walTant ; to enact laws and regul~r • 
tions for the government of the craft ; to alter and repeal 
such laws and regulations, preserving the ancient landmarks 
of the order, and to investigate and determine all masonic 
matters relating to the craft in general, to particular lodges, 
or to individual brethren, either directly, or by its delegated 
authority.-Const. 1857. 

DELAWARE.-This Grand Lodge claims power to superin
tend and regulate the manner of working of all llie lodges 
under this jurisdiction, having due regard in all things to the 
ancient usages and landmarks ; to charter new lodges; and 
to make rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the con
stitution of the Grand Lodge, for its own government, and the 
regulation of·the subordinate lodges, according to ancient 
masonic usages.-Const. 1826. 

MARYLAND.-This Grand Lodge claims power to receive 
appeals, redress grievances, and remove all complaints of the 
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several lodges ; to reprehend malconduct, in any of the:" 
lodges, or officers or members of lodges, under its jurisdic
tion ; to grant warrants ; to relieve distrell8ed brethren, their 
widows or children ; to assess, f~om time to time, such con. 
_tributions for charity, and other purposes, as may appear for 
t)le benefit of the craft; and to do all other acts required by 
the act of incorporation, or by this constitution; and all such 
things as appertain to it by the ancient constitutions and 
regulations of the craft, and are best calculated to ensure tho 
attainment of the benevolent objects of Masonry.-Con.st. 
1845. 

DISTRICT OF CoLUMBIA.-This Grand Lodge claims power 
to hear and determine all appeals from subordinate lodges, 
aad aU questions of dispute between two or more todges ; to 
hear and decide all clmrges and complaints against any officer 
of the Grand Lodge, or the Master of a subordinate lodge ; to· 
grant charters for new lodges, and demo.nd and receive there
for, and for dispensations, certificates, and diplomas, such fees 
as may be reasonable ; to assess and collect from the several 
subordinate lodges such sums of money as the good of the 
craft may require ; to enact and enforce all laws and re;;ula
tions for the government of the fraternity, and to amend or 
repeal the same at pleasure ; to establish and maintain a 
uniform mode of work, under the sanction of the ancient land
marks and customs of Masonry ; and to exercise, in short, all 
such powers as belong to it by custom, or the ancient consti
tutions and regulations of the craft, and are the best calcu
lated to insure the end and aim of the institution.-Const. 1850. 

VIBGINIA.-This Grand Lodge claims power and authority, 
at all times, to make local ordinances and new regulations, as 
well as to amend old ones, for their own particular benefit, 
and the good of Masonry in general; provided always, that 
the ancient landmarks be carefully preserved.:-Const. 1854. 

NoRTH CAROLINA.-This Grand Lodge claims power to con
stitute new lodges, by charter ; to establish a uniform mode of 
working in all the lodges in this state ; to superintend and 
regulate the general police of Masonry, according to the 



QDoicnt 1183gCS and customs of masons, { eareful]y regarding tho 
old landmarks, which, are, on no account, to be removed or 
defaood ;) . to legislate upon all matters of masonic government ; 
to·make all nece~~~ary regulations for its own government, and 
that of its subordinates; and to exercise all the original_· 
et~~~ential powers, privilegelf, rights, and authorltjr, appertain-
ing to the ancient craft.-Corut. 1856. · 

Soum CAROLIN..L-This Grand Lodge. claims power to grant 
its warrant of constitution for new lodges ; to ma.ke .rttles and 
regulations for the government of the craft, within its juris
diction ; and, in short, that all masonic powr is derived from 
~ Grand Lodge.-Const. 1852. · 

GEoRGu.-This Grand Lodge claims power to enact and 
establish new regulations for the government of the craft, 
within its jurisdiction, and to alter, amend, explaQl, or repeal 
the same, not contravening the ancient la.ndmarb of tile 
order ; to establish and preserve the traditions, lectures, 
work, and ceremonies of the order, and to exclude all innova
tions, and unauthorized modifications of the same ; to author
ize the formation and institution of such new lOdges as may 
be found necessary, and to alter, amend, repeal, or suspend, 
the warrants of lodges now in existence, in such manner as 
may be hereinafter pointed out ; to investigate, rCi,'lllate, and 
decide-all matters pertaining to the croft at large, and to par
ticular lodges, which it may exercise, either by itself, or by such 
delegated authority as it may in its wisdom and discretion, 
from time to time, appoint ; the sole power of extinguish
ing lodges, or expelling brethren from the privileges of Free
masonry, which shall not be delegated to any subordinate 
authority ; and to exercise all such powers; discharge all su<)b . 
duties, and perform all such acta, as have been performed by 
Grand Lodges of Freemaaon8, in times past, within the ancient 
customs of the fmternity.-Const. 1856. 

FLoJUD..L-This Grand Lodge claims power to receive aU 
appeals, redreBB grievanCes, and remove complaints of ~· 
Bllbordinate lodges ; to grant warrants or cbarten, ami 



authorize new lodgea ; to regulate the work, aad reprehend 
malconduct in any of its aabordinate lodgee.-CoU. 1863. 

Al.ABA.liiA.-This Grand Lodge claims original and exclusive 
jurisdiction over all subjects of masonic legislation, and 
appellate jllrisdiction only from the declsioDII of the subor- • 
dinate lodges, and its enactments and decisioDII upon all que&
tions sball be the ~prem& muonic law of the &tate. It 
claims power 1;o prescribe sacli. rules aod regulations for tbfo 
government of the subordinate lodges, as, in its judgment, 
will conduce to the welfare, prosperity, and happinCIIB of the 
craft ; to. grant dispenations and charters for the eatablish
ment of new lodges, and to revoke and annnl the .aame,fQr 

·tuch caWJeS aa it may deem aufficient; to presoribe the Dl&ll

ber, and require a uniform mode of working, but, in no c:aae, 
to altm-, remtwe, or diaplace, the ancienC; and eliabliehed 
landmarks of llaaonry ; and to require from ita subordinates, 
IIUch reasonable fees and dues as will, at all timee, discharge 
the engagements of the ~rand Lodge.-Corut. 18M. 

MlssiSSIPPL-This Grand Lodge claims the superintendenoo 
and care of all subordinate lodges under its jurisdiction, and 

·power to direct all their works and designs, and see that they 
are executed agreeably to the Jaws, usages, and customs of 
ancient Masonry ; power· to hear appeals, redress grievances, 
and remove complaints from s11bordinate lodges ; to reliev'l 
distressed brethren, and their widows and orphans ; to iBSilfl 
charters for new lodges ; to assess such contributions from 
subordinate lodges, for charitable and other purpo11es, from 
time to time, as it llhall judge right and proper for the good 
oflfasonry; and to divide the state into districts, and appOint 
a District Deputy Grand Master for each district thereo£,
CCJn!Jt. 1858. . . 

LoUIBIANA.-This Grand Lodge claims the exclusive right 
to constitute and govern all lodges of symbolic Freemasonry 
in the state of Louisiana ; to hear all appeals, decide in the 
lut resort between the lodges and the brethren ; redress all 

. grievances ; to try and punish its own officers, and the mas
tam in oaice of its eonstituclni lo4ges ; to mak,e all laws and 



regulations necessary for the government of tl1e lodges and 
brethren under its jurisdiction, and for tho propagation and 
advancement of the true principles and work of ancient Free
masonry, not inconsistent with its constitution, " the old 
charges of the Free and Accepted MaiOUB of 1723," or the 
ancient usages and landmarks of the order.-Comt. 1857. 

TBXA.s.-This Grand Lodge claims power to make such 
laws for its own government, aa it may deem proper ; to con
stitute new lodges, by charter, under seal; to exercisa 
masonic jurisdiction throughout the state of Texas ; to estab

.Jish a lJiliform mode of working in all the lodges witlrin its 
jurisdiction, and to superintend and regu.la.te the g~ 

·affairs of Masonry, according to the ancient usages and cua
toms of masons, carefully regardiag the ancient landmarks, 
which are, on no account, to be moved or defaeed.-C~ 
1848. 

KENTUCKY.-This Grand Lodge claims power to receive 
appeals, redress grievances, and remove all complabtts of the 
private L:ldges ; to grant warrants, and authorize new lodges 
1o work ; to reprehend malconduct, in any of its private 
·lodges or members ; and to assess such economical contribu
tions for charity, and other exigencies, from time to time, as 
shall appear proper for the good of the craft,-Comt. 1853. 

TENNESSEE.-This Grand Lodge claims the right and power 
to make all such rules and regulations for the government of 
the fraternity, as may be deemed necessary by a majority of 
its members, prwided the same shall not conilict with the 
·ancient constitutions and landmarks of Masonry ; to receive _ 
and hear appeals, redress grievances, and remove complaints 
·of subordinate lodges ; grant charters to new lodges ; issue 
warrants of dispensation ; reprove and punish the misconduct 
of subordinate lodges,. and do all things necessary for the 

·promotion of the honor and dignity of tl;I•J order, and the good 
of the fraternity.-Const. 1856. 

Omo.-This Grand Lodge claims power to form a constitu
tion, as the fundamental law of its action ; to enact such by
laws, frt)m time to time, as it may deem necessary for its own 



~ernment ; to make such rules, nntl prt>soribc sut:il n-gula. 
tiorlil for the administration of its subordinate lodges, ;\8 will 
insure the prosperity thereof, and promote the generul good 
of Masonry ; to require from them such fees and dues as will 
at all times discharge tho engagements of the Grand Lodge ; 
and original and exclusive jurisdiction over all subjectl of 
masonic legislation, and appellate jurisdiction from the 
decisions of the subordinate lodges; and that its enactments 
and decisions upon all questions, shall be tho supreme 
masonic law of the stste.-Const. 1844. 

MwmoAN.-'"The constitution of this Grand Lodgo does not 
specifically define its powers, e:rupt full and complete appel· 
late and corrective powers, in all cases relative to the frater
nity, within the state of Michigan ; power to aasesa such con· 
tributions; from time to time, as the welfare of the craft may 
require ; to warrant and organize lodges within the state ; to 
constitute, whenever it shall deem the same expedient, o. 
Grand Steward's Lodge of Charity ; and to elect a Grand 
Visitor or Lecturer, and define his duties.-Const. 1857. 

INDIANA.-This Grand Lodge claims power to form a con· 
stitution, as the flmdamental law of its masonic action ; to 
enact such by-laws, from time to time, as it may deem neces
sary for its own government; and to make such rules, and 
prescribe such regulations, for the administration of its sub
ordin.ate ·lodges, as will insure the prosperity thereof, and 
promote the general good of Masonry ; supreme legislative 
authority ; prooided a/teays, that the ancient landmarks of tho 
order be held inviolate ; and power and authority to require 
of its subordinate lodges such dues ancl fees as will at all 
times discharge the engagements of the Grand Lodge.-Const. 
1855. 

Iu..moiS.-This Grand Lodge claims power to constitute 
new lodges; to establish a uniform mode of working through
out the state, strictly adhering to tho ancient landmarks, 
usages, and customs of Masonry ; to hear and determine 
all appeals from subordinate lodges, and to decide all disputes 
between the same ; to demand such fees as may be deemed 
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. j1J8t and reasonable, upon granting claartera constituting new 
lodges ; to mako such by-laws as IO.ay be necessary for their 
good government, and not inconsistent with its constitution; 

. and to do all things heretofore accustomed . to be done !Jy 
other Grand Lodges, which are within the ancient l:.wdmarks, 
and usages of the craft.-Comt. 1855. 

· MrssouRr.-This Grand Lodge claims to be the supreme 
masonic authority within the state of Missouri, and by the 
ancient constitutions and usages of the fraternity, i11vestcd 
with all !he original essential powers and privileges belong
ing to the ancient craft, and to have power, especially, to 
enaot and enforce all laws and regulations for the gover.nrneut 
of the fraternity; and to alter, amend, and repeal the same, at 
pleaaure ; to constitute new lodges, by granting diape~timas 
and oharteN, under seal, and, for good C&WIO, to. s.uspend, re
voke, or annul the same, at pleasure ; to establish .and .. opre

. serve a uniform mode. of work all.d lecturelt, :within the 
ancient· landmarks and customs of Mason.ry ; to assess and 
collect from the several lodges under its juxisdietion, such 

. sums of money as it may deem necessary to be appropriated 

. for the benefit of the craft ; to hear .and determine all ques
tions of diapute between two or more lodges ; to bear and 
decide all appeals from the decision of subordinate lddges ; 

. to demand and receive such fees and ch~ges, for granting 
dispensa.tious, charters, certificates, and diplomas, as may be 
reasonable ; to require and collect from all brother mason.s 
residing within its jurisdiction, such sums of money, annually, 
for charitable purposes, as may, from time to tune, be pro
vided for, and required by law; to hear and decide all 
charges and complaints against any officer of the Grand 
Lodge, and to inflict such punishment on the guilty, as may 
appear just and proper ; and to exercise all such powers. and 
perform all such acts, as by custom are exercised and per
formed by Grand Lodges, within the ancient customs and 
landmarks of the fraternity.-Const. 1858. 

Jow.L-This Grand Lodge claims power to constitute new 
lodges, by letters pate~t, under . its 11eal ; to establish a 



unifonn mode of working, through-out its jurisdiction, sbietly 
adhering to the ancient landmarks, ueagee, and custome of 
Masonry ; to hear and determine all appeals from subordinate 
lodges, and to decide all dleputee between the difterent 
lodges under itajurisdiction; to·demaztd soohfees as may be 
deemed just and reaaonahle, upon granting dispensations, · 
and coDRituting new lodges, and fOI' other maaonic pw4 
poses ; to make such by-laws as may be neceiiii&I'y for their 
good government, and not incoDBistent with ita coDBtitution ; 
and to do all things heretofore accustomed to be done by 
other Grand Lodges, which are within the ancient landmarks 
and usages of the craft.-Const. 1856. 

WlliOONBIN.-This Gnmd Lodge claims to be the supreme 
masonic authority in Wiscoru:tin ; to be invested with power 
to enact laws and regulatioDB for the gonrnment of the craft, 
and of altering, repealing, and abrogating them; to preserve 
a tmifonn systein of work and lectures ; to issue dispensa
tions and chartel"s for new lGdges, and to IIWipend and revolt& 
the same, for un-masonic conduct, non-obeervance of the 
regulations of the Grand Lodge, non-payment of dues, or 
other neglect of duty ; and the inherent power of investiga
ting, regulating, and deciding all matters relative to the craft, 
or to particular lodges, or to individual brothers ; which 
power it may exercise either in iteelf, or by such delegated 
authority, as, in ita wiedom and discretion, it may a.ppoint.
CCYRSt. 1856. 

MINNEB<Yl'A.-'lnis Grand Lodge claims power to frame and 
adopt particular constitutions, and general regulations, and 
to amend, alter, add to, or repeal the same, at pleasure, under 
the limitations therein imposed; but nothing can be adopted 
iii. derogation of the ancient landmarks ; legislative powers 
extending to every case of legislation not delegated to subor4 
dinate lodges ; original judicial powers, embracing all matters 
of controversy which may arise between any of .the subordi
uate lodges under ita jurisdiction, or the members of differeni 
lodges, and the enforcement of discipline upon ita own memo 
hers, and the lodges under ita jurisdiction, and upon individ-

~* 



ttal masons ; appellate judicial powers, embracing an matters 
of controversy and discipline, proper for masoni'C investiga
tion, arising in any subordinate lodge, and over which it has 
not original jurisdiction; and all governmental powers, wheth
er executive, legislative, or judicial, not expressly delegated 
by the Grand Lodge, it claims as inherent in, and reserved 
to it, as the supreme ·governing body.-Const. 1856. 

KANSAs.-This Grand Lodge claims all the original essen
tial powers and privileges belonging to the ancient craft; and, 
especially, to make and enforce all laws and regulations fo1 
tho government of' the fraternity, and to alter, amend, and 
repeal the same at pleasure ; to constitute new lodges, by 
dispensations and charters, and, for good cause, to sruq>end, 
revoke, and annul the same, at pleasure ; to establisn and 
preserve a uniform mode of work and lectures, within the 
ancient landtnarks and cnstoms of Masonry ; to assess and 
collect from the several lodges under its jurisdiction, sncl1 
sums of money as may be deemed necessary to be appro
priated to the benefit of the craft ; to hear and determine all 
questions of dispute between two or more lodges ; to hear 
and decide all appeals from the decisions of subordinate 
lodges; to demand and receive such fees and charges for 
granting charters, dispensations, certificates, and diplomas, 
as may be reasonable ; to require and collect from all masons 
residing within its jurisdiction, such sums of money, annually, 
for charitable purposes, as may, from time to time, be pro
vided for, and required by law; to hear and decide all 
charges and complaints against any officer of the Grand 
Lodge, and to inflict such punishment on the guilty, as ma-y 
appear just and proper; and to exercise all such powerll, and 
perform all such acts, as by custom are exercised and per
formed by Grand Lodges, vdthin the ancient customs and 
landmarks of the fraternity.-Const. 1856. 

NEBRASKA.-This Grand Lodge claims power to form a con
atitution, as the fundamental law of its masonic action ; to 
enact by-laws for its own government ; to ma.ke rules, and 
prescribe regulations for its snbordinat.e lodges ; supreme 



legislative.authority; provided, alwcy•, that the :moient land
marks of the order be held inviolate ; original and exclusive 
jurisdiction over all subjects of masonic legislation, and 
appellate jurisdiction from the decisions of the subordinate 
lodges ; to require from ita subordinates such uues and feea 
as will, at all times, discharge the engagements of the Umnd 
Lodge ; and that its enactments and decisions shall be the 
supreme masonic law of the territory, (or state.)-Const. 1857. 

CALIPORNIA.-This Grand Lodge claims original and exclu
sive jurisdiction over all subjects of masonic legislation, and 
appellate jurisdiction only from the decisions of the subordi
nate lodges; .that its enactments and decisions upon all ques
tions shall be the supreme masonic law of the state; power 
to prescribe such rnles and regulations for the government 
of the subordinate lodges, as will, in its judgment, conduce 
to the welfare, prosperity, and happineBB of the craft; to 
grant dispensations and charters for the establishment of new 
lodges, and to revoke and annul the same, for such causes as 
it may deem sufficient; to prescribe and require a uniform 
mode of woFk:ing, and to require from the subordinate lodges 
such reasonable dues and fees as will, at all times, discharge 
the engagements of the Grand Lodge.-Const. 1858. 

OREamr.-This Grand Lodge claims power to grant charters 
for new lodges, to be located within the limits of its jurisdic
tion; full and complete appellate and corrective powers, in 
all cases, relative to the fraternity, within ita jurisdiction ; 
and power to assess upon its subordinate lodges such contri
butions, from time to time, as the good of the craft ma1 
require.-Const. 1851. 

CANADA.-This Grand Lodge claims the sole power of enac
ting laws and regulations for the government of the craft, 
and of altering, repealing, and abrogating them, always taking 
care that the ancient landmarks of the qrder are preserved ; 
the inherent power of investigating, regulating, and deciding 
nll .matters relative to the craft, or to particular lodges, or to 
individual brothers, which it may exercise either of itself, or 
by such delegated authority as it may appoint; anq fi(llo 
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power of erasing lodges, and expelliDg brethren frolb the 
eraft.-Comt. 1855. 

ENGLAND.-This Grand Lodge claims the inherent power 
of enacting laws and regulatiollB for the government of the 
craft, and of altering, repealing, and abrogating them, alwayB 
taking care that the ancient landmarks of the order be p~ 
aerved ; of investigating, regulating, .and deciding all mattenJ 
relative to the craft, or to particular lodges, or to individunl 
brothers,. which it may exercise. either. of ~tself, or by such 
delegated authority, as, in its wisdo;m and discretion, it may 
appoint; the sole power '?f erasing ·lodges, and expell.iBg 
brethren from the craft, a power which it does not delegate 
to any subordinate authority in England.-Cq~st. 1855. 

IBELAND.-This Grand Lodge claims,os the represenmtive 
of the whole order, an inherent right to make new regulations 
for the benefit of the fraternity, ruid to alter. those already 
formed; preserving, at the 118.100 time, the old landmarks of 
the order ; the power of hearing and determining any cases 
which it may deem expedient, concerning the fraternity iB 
general, particular lodges, or individual brethren.; also the 
decision •of all differences between brethren of the order, 
which cannot be accommodated privately, or by a particular 
lodge or lodges ; and tho power to constitut~ new lodges, by 
its warrant of constitution.-Const. 1855. 

8con.AND.-This Grand Lodge claims the pcrwey to ,consti
tute new lodges, by charter, and to prescribe fees for the 
118.100 ; to hear and determine disputes between ·subordinate 
lodges, or members of the craft, and its de<ri.sions shall be 
final; to frame by-laws for its own go~e~ent; to suspend 
the charters of subordinate lodges, for cause ; and sole power 
to grant diplomas, and prescribe the rules and fees for tho 
same.-Const. 1855. · 

'l'el"ritoria.l Jurisdiction. 

There is no written law of universal binding force on· this 
subject, either in America or Europe. We must, therefore 
look for authority to the established practice-the commoa 
law of Masonry. 



8'1 

Prior to 1783, this whole continent wns open to every 
Grand Lodge in existence. In that year, the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts declared itself " free and independent of any 
other Grand Lodge or Grand Master in the universe," and 
defined its power and authority as extending throughout the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts, and to any of the United 
States where no other Grand Lodge is erected, over such 
lodges only as itself had or should establish; and declared 
that no person or persons ought or can use or exercise the 
powers or the prerogatives of Grand Master or Grand Lodge, 
" within any part of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, the 
rightful and appropriate limits to which the authority of this 
Grand Lodge FOREVER hereafter extends." 

This was the first American Grand Lodge tQ declare its 
independence, and define its jurisdiction. The others soon 
followed. The policy thus inaugurated, is the present and 
well settled policy of the Grand Lodges of the Union, and in 
which the Grand Lodges of Europe have, with the single 
exception of Hamburg, concurred. 

Each Grand Lodge has sole and exclusive masonic juris
diction throughout the limits of the state or territory within 
which it is regularly established. There can be but one legal 
Grand Lodge in any state or terriiory. In any state, territory, 
or country, where there is no legal Grand Lodge,each and every 
GraWi Lodge has power and authority to constitute lodges, 
and hold jurisdiction over the same, until a Grand Lodge is 
regularly organized in such state, territory, or country. 

A Grand Lodge cannot be organized in any state or tern
tory, until such state or territory has been regularly organized 
and acknowledged by competent auj;hority. 

Such being the well settled law upon the subject, we have 
not deemed it necessary, or important, to introduce further 
authorities in support of it. 

Peu.llol.Turi8diotion. 

A Grand Lodge has full and complete jurisdiction over all 
tis officers and m.eblbers, with the exception of its Grand 
Master, as &UCI&, for 1lDI8as()nic conduct, and may, by itself dr 
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its duly nuthorized proxy, try, and suspend or expel them, at 
its discretion. 

0\'ER THE GRAND 1fAsTER.-The jurisdiction of a Grund 
Lodge over its Gmnd Master, for official or other misconduct, 
is not yet fully settled aml defined; though we are unable to 
see why it has not, or should not have, such jurisdiction. 
The old regulations of 1720, expressly acknowledge such 
jurisdiction, and we have been unable to find any record of 
its surrender or loss. If, then, such power did once exist, 
or reside in the Grand Lodge, and it has not been surren
dered (if it were possible to surrender it, which is, at least, 
doubtful) or lost, it must now exist, and may be exercised by 
any Grand Lodge, whenever it may deem it necessary.· 

If the Grand Master should abuse his power, and render 
himself unworthy of the obedience and subjection of the 
lodges, he shall be treated in a way and manner to be agreed 
upon in a NEW REGULATION; because hitherto the ancient fr~ 
ternity have had no occasion for it, their former Grand 1\fas
ters having all behaved themselves worthy of that honorable 
office.-General Regulations, 1721, XIX. 

If the Grand Master should abuse his power, and rendGr 
himself unworthy of the obedience of the lodges, he sball Qe 
subjected to 11ome ·new regulation, to be dictated by the 
occasion.-Const. England-Const. Ca. This embodiel! the 
true principle.-C. W. MoonE,1852. 

It is the sense of this Grand Lodge, that the Grand Master 
is but the creature of the Grand Lodge, with no implied 
powers, inherent or divine ; and that it is competent for a 
Grand Lodge to try her Grand Master, for a misdemeanor in 
office, and deal with him as the nature of the offense may 
require ; which action will comprehend what is understood 
by a" new rogulation."-Res. Cal., 1853. 

It shall be competent fur the subordinate lodge of which 
the Grand Master is a member, to try, and expel or suspend 
him, for any unmasonic conduct not growing out of his official 
duties ; and when expelled or suspended, his office of Grand 



·Master ahall be vacated, and the officer next in rank shall fill 
the office.-&g. Ind., 1858. The regnlation is dangerous as 
a. precedent, and shonld be repealed at once.-C. W. Mooalll, 
1859. 

We are aware that the opinion that a Grand Lodge has 
-authority to try its Grand Master, is disputed by many en
lightened masons of the United States, among whom we may 
name the Grand Secretaries of Miseissippi (MELLE..'() and 
South CaroliDa (MAco:Y) ; but the authority is so clearly 
given in the mfltitemth of the old regnlations, in directing tha~ 
the Grand Master " shall be treated in a way and manner to 
be agreed upon in a new reg11lation," that we could not 
hesitate to give it our indorsement.-Knm, C. F. C. qf N. Y., 
1854. 

The Grand Lodge of Alabama, in 1850, expelled its Grand 
lt:&Mer, for an offense against the civillaw.-G. W. C. 

The Grand Master is as responsible to the laws of the 
body over which· he presides, as the humblest brother.-
C. W. MooRE, 1852-JoBDAN, C. F. C. of N. C., 1854. 

The present organization of many Grand Lodges, renders it 
almost impracticable to make such a new tegulation*-it can 
be made in no other way-in which case the Grand Master 
must remain exempt from other punishment for his misdeeds, 
than that which arises from his own conscience, and the loss 
of his brethren's regard and esteem.-MACKEY. 

The Grand Lodge of New York, in 1854, passed a resolu
tion, declaring that it ought not to exercise original jurisdic
tion to try a member of a subordinate lodge, for any masonic 
offenses, other than oftenses against the Grand Lodge, when 
auch member is subject to trial by the subordinate lodge to 
which he belongs. We think the decision a wise one.
G.W.C. 

The Grand Lodge of Arkansas, in 1855, refused to adopt a 
resolution making a new regulation for the trial of a Gra.Dd 
Master by three Past Grand Masters. 

• In tb& manner preocribed In ~~ &glt!a.tionl, 1721, Art. XXXIX. 
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There 1s no inherent right in ·a Grand Lodge to prefer or 
inquire into charges of official misconduct against a Grand 
Master, after his installation, during the term for which he 
has been elected, nor to pronounce any censure or decision 
against him. And to do so, by a new regulation, or other
wise, is a violation of the ancient landmarks of our order.
bi., 1852. 

OVBB GRAND OnrCDS AND MBXBEBB oF ·Ga.um Looos.
A Grand Lodge has full and original juris~iction over its ov.-n 
officers and members, for misconduct, as 8mh. It must be an 
offense growing out of their office or membership in· the 
Grand Lodge, otherwise the latter has not jurisdiction ; they 
being, in our opinion, amenable only to their subordinate • 
lodge for a.ll other offenses. This rule applies to a.ll the oftt.. 
cers and members of Grand Lodge, ~~he Y•ters of sub
ordinate lodges, whQ are amenable to the Grand ~e alone, 
which latter has, therefore, original and entire jurisdiction 
over them. (See succeeding section.) Tb.e Grand Lo<lge 
shall have power to try and punish its own members for any 
offense ; and the rules herein prescribed for the government 
of subordinate lodges, in the trial of offenses, shall goveru the 
Grand Lodge in like cases, so far as the same may be appli
cable.-Const. Maine. 

If any officer of the Grand Lodge shall be placed under 
censure, or suspended for Ulllll.a8onic conduct; by the secular 
lodge to which he belongs, and no appeal to the Grand Lo\lge 
is taken by him, he shall be incapacitated to exercise aDJ' 
duties pertaining to such Grand Lodge office, until such ccn· 
sure be removed, or such suspension be terminated by the 
action of such secular lodge. And if any suclr Grand officer 
be expelled by his lodge, and takes no appeal from s.uch 
decree of expulsion to the Grand Lodge, such expulsion sball 
operate as a termination of his Grand Lodge office, and the 
office which he held in the Grand Lodge shall be treated as 
vacant, until another officer shall be chosen to fill it by the 
Grand Lodge.-Const. Vt. 

'Every oharge brought before the Grand Lodge against any 



member thereof, shall be made in writing, and the member eo 
eharged shall be furnished with a copy thereof by the Grand 
Secretary ; and any brother suspended or expelled there
from, shall be entirely excluded from all the benefits :md 
privill'ges of Masonry, while under such sentcnce.-Ccmlt. 
_Alabama. 

The constitution of JlisloKri provideiJ, that cluY-gee agaiut 
,uy member of the Grand Lodge, growing out of hill official 
wndw:t, lllU8t be p~ted to the Grand or District Deputy 
Grand Master, who may forthwith suspend him, and cite him 
-"» appe&l" before the Grand Lodge ; pf'Of1itUd, always, that for 
muuoral or other unmaaonio conduct, he shall be amenable 
tQ the lodge of which he is a member, or in wh011e jurisdio
.Qon he JPaY reside. 

That of KanacJ~ is the same as above, except that the word 
~ Diatrict" is omiited. · 

OvER THE MA.ll'RB OF A SuBORDI'YATE Lo»GE.-A subordinate 
iodge has not power to try its Master for any offense, how
ever heinous, durmg his term of office. He is amenable to 
the Grand Lodge alone, which has full and original jurisdic
tion over him for unmasonio conduct. This is the well
settled rule, and admits of no exceptions. 

It shall not be competent for a lodge to try its Master • 
.lJJly five members of the lodge, or the District Deputy Grand 
Master, may, however, impeach him before the Grand Master, 
who shall order an investigation of the charges ; and if, in his 
opinion, they are well founded, and of a character to justify 
the proceeding, he may suspend the delinquent, and summon 
him to appear at the ensuing meeting of the Grand Lodge, to 
show cause why he should not be dealt with according to 
the regulations and usages in such cases established.-Canst&. 
Mass., Maine, Wis. and Mis&. 

Every mason must be tried by his peers. Hence, the Mas
ter cannot be tried by his lodge.-Const. Minn.-Const. N. Y. 

Neither can a lodge try its Master; but any three mem
bers, after giving due notice, may, in case of a willful.neglect 



of duty on his part, or for gross unmasonic conduct, prefer 
chnrges against him before the Grand Lodge, whose action 
shall be abided; or, the Grand Master, during recess, has 
power to suspend.-Const. N. C. 

If a Master shall be charged with the offenses specified 
above,* by a majority of a lodge over which he presides, or 
by the Master of any other lodge, the accUllers or accuser 
shall present a written accusation to the Grand .Master, or 
one of the Deputy Grand Masters, who shall SUIDIDOn a lodge 
of Masters or Past Masters, of not less thnn three, nor 
more than thirteen-one of whom shall be nominated to pre
side as Master-who shall proceed to b-y the cause, and pro
nounce such sentence as they may deem just; but the same 
shall not take effect until approved by the officer summon
ing such lodge.~Const. Geo. 

Nor shall any subordinate lodge have the right to try ilB 
Master ; but any five members of a lodge may impeach their 
Master, by filing charges and specifications against him, with 
the Gr~nd Secretary, who shall cite him before the Grand 
Lodge to answer the sa.me.-Const. Fla. 

Nor has any lodge the power to try its Master; but any 
three members may prefer charges for neglect or malconduct 
to the Grand Lodge.-Const. D. C. 

A lodge has not a right to try its Master ; but any five 
members of his lodge may impeach him before the Grund 
Muster, who shall order three Masters of lodges, or Past Mas
ters nearest his lodge, to investigate the charges, and report 
to the Grand Master, who may suspend the delinquent, and 
summon him to appear before the Grand Lodge for trial.
Conlft. Ala. 

Nor shall any charge be entertained against him (the Mas
ter) by his lodge, during his term of office ; but he shall be 
amenable for his conduct to the Grand Lodge only.-COl18t. 
Oregon. 

• WU!Cully disregarding the by.Jawo or bis lodge, or acting otherwise unma· 
eoll'cally. 



Charges against tho Master of a lodge can only be preeeatod 
to tl~e Grand Lodge, while he continues in office, or within 
one year thereafter..--comt. Mitua. 

The Master of the lodge, during the term of his office, can 
only be held amenable, for any offense committed, to the Grand 

.Lodge, to which char-ges ahould be preferred.-C011st.l0uo. 

The Master of a lodge cannot, in my opinion, consistently 
wid!. masonic usage, be tried by his lodge for an offenae.-
G. M. of Cal., 1855. 

No subordinate lodge has power to try charges against the 
presiding officer thereof. But any three members can prefer 
charges for neglect or malconduct against him, to tho Grand 
Lodge, or Grand Steward's Lodge.-Const. Md. 

We believe it is well settled, by nearly every Grand Lodge 
.in the United States, that, agreeably to masonic law, the power 
of a Master in his lodge is absolute. * * * * * 

.For no misdemeanor, however great, can he be tried by his 
lodge.-C. F. C., Fla., 1848. 

Vermont adheres to the doctrine here laid down, that the 
.Master of o. lodge is only amenable to the Grand Lodge, and 
that he cannot be tried by a subordinate lodgc.-HASWELL, 
C. F. C., Vt., 1849. 

The committee fully agree with the Convention,* that a 
subordinate lodge has not the right to try its Master, but that 
he is amenable to the Grand Lodge alone.-Com. Mass., 1843. 

A lodge cannot try, suspend, or expel its own .Mastcr.
inro, 1848. 

The question has been settled, by a majority of writers, that 
a lodge cannot try its .Master. This principle is undoubtedly 
correct.-MoRRis. 

Tba proceedings of a lodge, in expelling its !taster, are 
IDegal, and, therefore, void. A Grand Master is not deposed 
from his station in Grand Lodge, in consequence of his expul· 
aion by a subordinate lodge..-c. W. Moou, 1844. 

• Baltimore" Natlonalli.'\Sonic Convention," 1843 
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JIMolwd, That charges cannot be preferred agaiDSt a pre
lidiDg officer to the lodge, while he occupies the chair, and 
exercises the functions of Master.-8. c .. 1856. 

rhe Master of a lodge is not, and cannot be made, its crerr 
iure.-C. F. C., Iouu, 1868. 

For no misdemeanor, however great, can the Master be 
Vied by his lodge.-MAODT. 

No lodge can exercise penal jurisdiction over its own Mas
ter, for he is alone responsible for his conduct to the Grand 
Lodge. But it may act as his accuser before that body, and 
impeach him for any offense that he may have oommitted.-
lUao:Y, U. M. L., xvii., 338. · 

The Master of a lodge can only be tried by a Grand 
Lodge.-C. F. C., Fla., 1850. · 

It is not in the power of a lodge to remove its Master.
HEABD, Ma88., 1856. 

A subordinate lodge has not the right to try ita Master; 
he is amenable to Grand Lodge alone.-.Reg. Miss.; C. F. C. 
of Tenn., 1846 ; N. Y., 1843; &g . .A.dr. 

A lodge cannot enter upon proceedings against a Master 
in his own lodge, for any cause whatever.-HuBJWU>, Ohio, 
1851. . 

The Master of a lodge can only be tried by the Grand 
Lodge.-lb. 

I know of no satisfactory authority for the assertion that 
the Grand Master, and the Masters of subordinate lod'ges, 
cannot be tried by the subordinate lodges to which th~ 
belong, for any thing, and certainly it is without reason.
DownY, G. M.,lnd., 1857 • .:I'his is sound doctrine.-O'Sux.u
VAN, C. F. C., Mo., 1858. 

Suborliinate lodges shall have power to try, and BU8pend 
or expel their Master, for any unmasonic conduct not grow
ing out of the discharge of his official dutiea. When the 
Kaster of a lodge is under trial, the officer next in nwk, ot: 
some Past Master to be designated by him, shall preside. 
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When the Master of a lodge is expelled or suspended, the 
officer next in rank sball auooeed to the station. The Grand 
Master, and Mastere of subordinate lodges, are answerable 
only to the Grand Lodge, for acts growing out of their oflioial 
dutiee.-.Reg.Ifld., 1858. Should be repealed atonoe.-C. W. 
MooD, 1859. 

It hae always appeared to me that it would be no invasion 
of an ancient masonic usage, to require the M:aater of a lodge 
to anawer to hie lodge for any moral delinquency.-Alldao 
ION, G. M. Hl., 1856. 

MISCBLLAlfEOus.-A Grand Lodge has original jurisdiction 
over its subordinate lodges, as lodga; and, if a majority of 
the members of any lodge commit a masonic offense, the 
Grand Lodge has power to try, and suspend or expel them, 
indimdually. But if a less number than a majority of any 
lodge render themselves liable to discipline, the subordinate· 
lodge itself has original jurisdiction. 

The Grand Lodge has original jurisdiction over a corrupt 
subordinate lodge, not merely in its lodge capacity, but over 
the individual members.-Iouu, 1851. 

Has not a Past Grand Master a right to be tried by his 
- peers T .Am. Most certainly. Who are his pcere? .Am. 

All master masons in good standing. When a Master tetires 
from the post to which hie merit elevated him, he leaves a.ll 
yt"if!ikge~, all rights behind him, and becomes a private mem
ber, as before. His title is·allthat is left him of his crown of 
honore.-M:OBRIB. 

Bulea of Order, for Uul Government of Grand Lodcee. 
Most of the Grand Lodges have adopted a series of R~ 

of Order, for their own government and convenience. These 
several codes differ but little from each other, and have not 
been deemed of sufficient importance to justify their full 
insertion in this work. . But, as a guide i,p such proceedings, 
we append the code adopted by the Grand Lodge of 
Maine, which may be considered one of the best, and, except 
" rule 4," of general application. 



1. None but members of the Grand Lodge, paat officers of· 
other Grand Lodges excepted, shall be present at the opening 
of the same, nor shall any visitor be admitted during the 
session, except by permiasion of the Grand .Maater, or by vote 
o.f the Grand Lodge. 

2. Members and visitors shall keep the seats aasigned 
them, except the Grand Marshal, and officers whose duti£s 
may call them about the Lodge. 

3. .All resolutions shall be submitted in writing, befor.e 
there shall be any debate upon them ; as shall all motions, if 
the presiding officer, or any brother, desire it. 

4. In all elections, and upon every question which may 
come before the Grand Lodge for decision, each member 
present shall be entitled to otie vote only, except upon a call 
of any five members, in which case the vote shall be taken 
by lodges, and each lodge represented shall then be entitled. 
to three votes, all of which shall be on the same side ; and 
the representatives of each lodge respectively may decide on 
which side of the question the votes of their lodge shall be 
cast. A member cannot delegate his right of voting to 
another. 

5. Each member shall vote on all questions, except where 
he is personally interested, unless excused by the Grand 
Lodge. 

6. Every member who spea.ka shall rise, and remain stand
ing, a.ddreesing himself to the grand presiding officer; n.or 
shall he be interrupted, unless by a call to ordec from the pre
siding officer, or from some member of the Grand Lodge. 

7. When a question is under debate; no motion shall be 
received, except to amend, commit, lay on the table, or 
postpone. 

8. A motion to amend, until decided, shall preclude all other 
amendments of the main question. 

9. Any member may call for a division of the question, 
where the same will admit of it. 

10. No new motiou, which totally changes the subject 
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matter on which the original motion was intended to operate, 
shall be admitted, under color of amendments, as a subetiiute 
for the motion under debate. 

11. No member, except one of the ~ority which decided 
the question, shall be allowed 1o move for a reconsideration. 

12. After a motion is stated by the grand presiding officer, 
it shall be deemed to be in the poeseBBion of the Grand Lodge, 
but may be withdrawn by the mover, at any time, before· 
decision or amendment. 

13. There shall be no debate upon any question after it baa 
been put by the grand presiding officer. 

14. All motions and reports may be committed, at the 
pleasure of the Grand Lodge. 

15. While the grand presiding officer is addreBBing tho 
Grand Lodge, or putting a question, or a brother is speaking, 
no member shall entertain any private discourse, or· pass 
between the speaker and the chair. 

16. No brother shall leave the Grand Lodge during the 
11ession, without permission of the Grand Master. 

17. No brother shall speak more than twice upon the same 
question, unless to explain, without permissimi from the 
Grand Lodge. 

Quorum. 

·The constitutions of the following Grand Lodges specify 
how many subordinate lodges must be represented in Grand 
Lodge, before it can proceed to transact business ; the others 
are silent upon the point. In the absence of any constitn·· 
tiona! provision, we think that a majority of all the lodges 
under the jurisdiction should be considered nece8811.ry to con
stitute a quorum for business. 

In CoNNECTICUT, Nxw JERSEY, NoRTH CAROLINA, and NE
BIWlKA, the representatives of th!-ee lodges are sufficient io 
constitute a quornm for businesa. In NEW YoRK, ten lodges 1 

are necessary, except on occasions of ceremony. 

In PENNSYLVANIA, VIRGINIA, SoUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, TEN-
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NEBREE, TJ:::us, and MARYLAND, foJe lodges must be repre
sented. 

The constitution of the DisTRivi' Oil' CoLUJIBIA ·requires the 
representation of a majority of all the lodges, before any 
bltBiness can be tranaacted in Grand Lodge • 
. In ALABAIIA, one-third of all the lodges is ne0011sary. 

In LoUISIANA, one-eighth of all the chartered lodges must 
be represented, fur the transaction of ordinary busineBB ; one
fourth at the election of officers, or changing by-laws or regu• 
lations; .and one-half at the amending (}f the constitntton. 

In Omo and INDIANA, ten lodges' constitute ~ quorum for 
bllBiness, but a smaller number may meet and adjourn from 
day to day. · 

In MICHIGAN, a representation from n"ifle lodges constitutes 
a quorum for busineBB. 

In MINNESOTA and KANsAS, the representativ~s of t'll»thirdl 
of all the lodges are necessary to open or transact business. 

In KENTUCKY, one-third, or in cases of emergency, rYM-joorth, 
of all the lodges must be represented, before the Grand Lodge 
is opened to. work. . 

In MISSOURI, representatives from thirty lodges are neces
sary to a. quorum for business ; but a. less number may 
adjourn, and at such adjourned meeting, ten lodges constitute 
a quorum. 

Who Oa.u Froaide. 
The order of succeBBion to the chair, in Grand Lodge, is 

usually prescribed in the respective grand constitutions; 
though the uaage is not uniform in regard to such succeBBion. 
For the purpose of economizing space, we give below what 
seems to us a consistent and proper order of succeSBion, and 
then note the constitutional rule of the several Grand Lodges. 
1. Grand Master. 2. Deputy Grand Master. 3. Senior 
Grand Warden. 4. Junior Grand ·warden. 5. Past Grand 
Masters. 6. Past Deputy Grand Masters. 7. Past Grand 
Wardens. 8. Past Muters. (Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, according to 
seniority in office.) 



· In either case, the brother eniitled to the houor may waive 
his right in favor of· another who ia a Put Muter. OW,. r. 
Past Master can preside .in Grand Lodge. 

The abOve is the constitutional rule in the Grand Lodges 
of MAINB, MASSACHUsETtS, and WISOONSilf. 

In SoM"H CJ.aoLINA; the rule is · the · same, t:rcept that the 
Master of the senior lodge takes the chair instead of (8). 

The constitution of the Grand Lodge of NEW YoRK makes 
no provision beyond (4). · 

In NEW JERSEY, after (4), the present and Past Grand ofli-1 
cera, and Past Masters of lodges, according to seniority, take 
the chair. The Grand Master may, however, iB&ue a special 1 

commission to any partioular brother to preside in his absence. i 

In PENNsYLVANIA, after (5), the Master of the senior lodge 
present is entitled to preside. But the Grand Master 'fllay 
commission any Grand officer, or present or Past Master of a 
lodge, to supply his place, in the absence of the Deputy and 
Grand Wardens. 

In the DISTRICT OF CoLUMBIA, after (7), the Master of the senior 
lodge present, according to seniority, or, in the absence of 
such, the senior Past Master present, succeeds to the chair. 

In VIRGINIA, after (4), the Master of the senior lodge 
present, presides. The Grand Master has power, however, 
to commission any member of the Grand Lodge to preside in 
the absence of the Deputy. 

In NoRTH CAROLINA, after (4), the senior Grand offioer 
present, takes the chair. 

In GEORGIA, if the Grand Master be absent, the present or 
Past Grand' otfieer Jlext in. rank, who may be present, takes 
the chair. Iroo Gmnd officer be present, then the MMter of 
the senior lodge pre~irles. 

In ALAB.AliA, after (6), the brethren noininate some suitable 
person to; fill the chair. 

In J..ouiSLIJ!A, after (4), the juniw· Past Grand officer, the 
highest in rank takes the east. 

3 



In KD'J'UCKY, the succession to the chair is in the fo&wi.pg 
order: Deputy Grand Master, s~nior Grand Warden, Junior 
Grand Warden, Past Grand officers, according to rauk and 
seniority ; presiding Masters, according to rank; Past Mas
ters, according to rank and seniority. 

In TENNESSEE, after (4), the oldest Grand officer present 
takes the chair, unless there be present a Past Grand Master 
or Deputy Grand Master. 

In ARKANIWI, after (7), the Master of the semor 1odge takes 
the chair.* 

In Texas, after (4), the senior Grand officer present fills the 
chair. · 

If, at any Grand Lodge, stated or occasional, the Grand 
Master be ab11ent, the lodge shall be rnled by the Grand 
officer next in rank or seniority, who may be present; and, if 
no Grand officer be present, by the Master of tho senior 
lodge. No brother below the rnnk of a Past Grand Master, 
shall assume the Grand Master's chair, though he be entitled, 
in the absence of the Grand Master, to rule the Grand 
Lodge.-Const. Ca. 

In Man .. um, after (7), the Master of the senior lodge 
present presides, but if none be present, the senior Past Mas
ter present ta.kes the chair. 

The constitution of NEBRASKA makes no provision after (4). 
In MIBSISSIPPI, after (4), Past Grand officers, according to 

rank ; then presiding Masters, do. ; and in absence of all, 
Past Masters, according to seniodty. . 

In IRELAND, the succession is as follows: Grnnd Master, 
Deputy do., Past Grand Masters, Past Deputy do., Senior 
Grand Warden, Junior do., Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretar-y, 
Grand Deacons, members of Grand Master's Lodge, Master of 
Senior Lodge. 

• This Grand Lodge has fiotJ District Deputy Grand Hnslers, who have the 
1ame powers llld privileges as Deputy Grllld Kaslers In most other jurlsdlc
tlooa. 1D the absenoa or the Grand Kaster, they suoceed to the ohalr, accord· 
lug to the number orthelr dlslriele. 



In EJiQL.lND, if the Grand Ma~~ter be absent, the lodgo is 
mled by the Grand offieer, or Put Grand officer ne:lt in raBlt 
and seniority, present; and in absence of all such, by Master 
of Senior Lodge. 

In 8oo'l'LAxD, the chair is filled in the following order : 
Gnmd Master, Deputy do., Substitute do., Senior Grand War
den, Jnnior do., Muter or proxy Master of Senior Lodgo 
present. 

Vacancies in O:l!l.oe. 

In case of a vacancy in any elective office in Grand Lodge, 
it would seem proper that it should. be filled by pro tern. 
appointments until the next stated time of election ; while a 
vacancy in any other office may at any time be filled by the 
appomting power. 

Though there does not appear to be' any well-defined, 
general rnle, touching a vacancy in the chair of a Grand 
Lodge, we are of opinion that no new election should, in any 
case, be had, until the next stated time of election; but that 
the same order of succession should prevail as in cases of 
temporary absence ;* and the presiding officer be considered, 
as to all intents and purposes, Grand Master, and proceed to 
1ill aJl other vacancies by pro tem. appointments • 

.An office can be vacated only by death, permanent removal 
from the jurisdiction, or expulsion. 

In case of the death, resignation, or declination of any of 
the Grand officers, ihe Grand I,odge may proceed to elect and 
install a successor, at any regular communication after such 
event.-Const. R. I. 

Should a vacancy occur in any office of the Grand Lodge, 
the Grand Master shall nominate a qualified brother to supply 
the place, pro tempore. Should the Grand Master die, during 
his Grand Mastership, or be rendered incapable of discharging 
the duties of his office, (by sickness, absence, or otherwise,) 
the Deputy, or, in his absence, the District Deputy Grand 
Master of the district, or, in his absence, the Grand ~r ardens, 

• See " Who Can Preside." 
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!lhall 11.88emble the Grand Lodge immediately, to record the 
efillt; which Grand Lodge shall appoint three of ita members 
to invite the last preceding Gnnd Ya.ater to act until a new 
election takes place; should he decline, or be unable to act, 
then the last but one; and ao <m ; if no form.r. ·Gs:and. Ma•r 
be found to act, the Grand Lodge shaJI be BtllllJJ,lOUed to eleet 
a Grand Master.-Comt, Ca. · -

In case the offices of Grand Master and Deputy Grand 
Master should become ~ant,.by.dea,&-or other means, the 
Senior Grand Warden, or, in his absence, the JUilior Grand 
Warden, shall call on the last Past Grand Master to resume
the office and authority of Grand Master; and if there bC no 
Past Grand Master in the town or place in which the Grand 
Lodge holds its communications, the Grand Secretary, by. 
order of the Grand Wardens, or, should they refuse or be 
absent, if he be called upon by the Masters of three lodges 
for that purpose, shall summon the members of the Grand 
Lodge to an extraordinary communication, for the purpose 
of taking the matter into consideration, and choosing a new 
Grand Master.-C0118t. Md. 

In the event of the death, resignation, or removal of any 
of the Grand officers diiring the recess of the Grand Lodge, 
the Grafl.d Master has authority to o.ppoirit any suitable 
brother to fill the vacant .etation, and to. ins'tall him into 
office.-COMt. Neb. 

In case the chair of the Grand Lodge shall become vacated 
by death, resignation, or otherwise, it shall be filled by the 
Deputy Grand Master; and in case any oth~r' office becomes 
vacated by death, resignatiOfl, removal or otherwise, the 
Grand Master, for the time being, shall fill such vacancy.
Const.llL 

In case of the death, removal from the jurisdiction, resigna
tion, or inability to serve, of any officer of the .Grand LoQ.ge, 
the Grand Master shall have power_ to fill the vacancy: l!JI 
appointment and installation, until the next annual communio 
cation.-Const. D. C. 



In oa1e of the deada of the Gmad Master and tb• Depaiy 
, Grmd Muter, or a vaoa.ncy iD th0118 officea ftom an1 other 
· eause, the Senior GraDd WcdeD,. and, in his absence, the 
Junior Grand Warden, ahall call on the ~t Put Gnod 
:Master to resume the office and authority of the Grand Mu
ter; and if there be no such Past Grand Master, or he 
deelines acting, then an e:rlraordinuy communication ahaU 
lie held for the purpose of choosing a ru:w Grand Maater.-.lb . 

.A:ar Grand offioer who shall, duririg the term for which he 
was chosen, withdraw from. the lodge of. which he was a 
m~ber at the time, ahall thereby vacate such office, and his 
&eat'as a member of the Grand Lodge.-Comt. Mich. 

. The COD&titution of WJBOOX81N is the same as above, with 
the addition, " unless he unite with some oth8l' lodge under 

. thia jurisdiction." 

Vacancies may be filled by temporary appointmlmt from 
the Grand Master, till the nest annual eleetion.-Corut. Jim. 

Any Grand officer withdrawing himself, during his appoint
ment as a Grand officer, from the private lodge to which he 
belonged at tbe time of his election, shall, in that case, vaeate 
. hi8 aeat in the Grand Lodge.-Comt. Ky. 

· The Grand Master has power to fill any vacancy that may 
occur in any Grand office, by death or refusal to serve.-10:. 

In case ·the chair of the Grand Lodge shall become vacant 
by death, resignation,« otherwise, it shall be filled by the 
Senior Grand Warden, until the next annual communication, 
aOd llJIOn his death, resignation, or inability, by the Junior 
Grand W ard.en; but the Depllt," Grand Master ceases to 
exist as .11uch so soon as the chair becomes vacated by the 
Grand Master who appointed him; and in case any <Jther 
<Jffice bec<Jmes vacated, by death, resignati<Jn, or otherwise, 
(except the Seni<Jr Grand Warden, in which casetheJuni<Jr 
Grand Warden fills the vacancy,) ~e Grand Master, f<J~ the 
time being, shall fill such vacancy by n<Jmination.-Const.JotDa. 

· 'In case of death, resignation, or 'removal from office, tl¥1 



chair of the Grand Lodge should become vacated, it ia to be 
·filled by the Deputy Grand Master, with authority to appoint 
his deputy, to serve until the next annual communication.
Comt. Texas. 

Jlliaibility to Oftloe in Grand Lodae. 

In the absence of any constitutional provision, it may be 
. considered as well settled, that only those who have regularly 
" Passed the Chair" in a subordinate lodge, are eligible to 
either of the first four offices in a Grand Lodge, or to that of 
District Deputy Grand Master ; while a master mason, who 
is a member of some lodge in the jurisdiction, is eligible to 
either of the other offices. 

The above is the rule in MAINE, MAssACHUSETTS, NEW IIA1n'-
• sHIRE, VERMONT, RHODE ISLAND, NoRm CAROLINA, Som 
CAROLINA, Omo, INDIANA, MINNESOTA, IowA,* ARXANSAS, MARY~ 

:LAND,· and NEBUBKA • 
. In NEw JERSEY, no one can be elected or appointed to any 

\.office in Grand Lodge, UBless he has- passed the chair of some 
~regular lodge. . 
. In N.sw YoBK, full membership in a lodge is neceB88.l'Y to 
constitute eligibility to qffice in a Grand or subordinate lodge, 
or to constitute and continue membership in Grand Lodge. 

In PENNSYLVANIA, all the officers, except the Chaplain and 
Tiler, must be members of the Grand Lodge. 

No brother can be a Grand Warden until he has been 
Master of a lodge.-Ancient Const$., 1723. 

All the Grand officers must be Past Masters.-Comt. Dtl. 

No person can be elected an officer of the Grand Lodge 
unless he be a master mason, and a member of a lodge subor

'dinate to this Grand Lodge, and entitled to a seat in the same 
provided, he is not thereby raised to a grade higher than what 
-he may have attained in a subordinate lodge working under 
this jurisdiction.-Const. Fla. 

• These Grand Lodgoo require that he should hsve passed the chair In their 
roepectlve jurisdlctioDS. · 
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No brother can be an officer or mom her of the Grand Lodge 
unless he be a muster mason, and, at tJ1e same time, a cori

. tributing member of some lodge under tJ1is jurisdiction.

. Const. D. C. 

No member shall be eligible to au office, if, by his election 
thereto, he shall be raised to a higher degree than he may 
have attained in his lodge.-Const. Miclr.. 

No brother shall be eligible to the office of Grand Master 
Deputy Grand Master, Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer, or 
Grand Secretary, unless he be a Past Master.-Comt&. Wia., 
Tenn., Cal., Oregcm. 

Every Grand officer shall be chosen from among the work
ing members of the several subordinate lodges, provided he 

· is not thereby raised to a higher degree than what he may 
have attained in hislodge.-Comt. Ky. 

None except such as ha~c attained to the degree of l:'ast 
·Master, and are, at the time of their election or appointment, 
members of some lodge, shall be eligible to any office- in the 
Grand Lodge.-Comt. Mo. 

In CANADA, no one is eligible to the office of Grand Master, 
Deputy Grand Master, Grand Warden, Chaplain, Treasurer, 

· Registrar, or Grand Secretary, unless he has been regularly 
installed Master of a private lodge. 

No brother can be a Grand officer, unless he be a master 
mason; nor Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand 
Warden, or Grand Secretary, wuess he shall have been Mas
ter of a lodge for at least six months.-Const. A(d. 

It is unmasonic to elect any one a Grand Warden, who is 
not a Past Master.-Res. Mo., 1843. 

In KANSAs, master masons are eligible to any office in Grand 
Lodge, except those of Grand and Deputy Grand Master. 

Conferring Deap-ees. 

Upon the question of the righi of a Grand Lodge to confer 
the degrees within its own body, there is a wide difference 
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of opinion, though all unite in declaring ita exercise, a.t the 
present time, inexpedient. That Grand Lodges did Ollee 
possess and exercise this right, ia too well known to be dis
puted; and we have been unable to find any regulation or 
act of general binding force, ~diooting it!J llutrender. w for
feiture. Its present exercise is unneceasary and inexpedient, 
but we have no doubt of its existence, and that any Grand 
Lodge may exercise it at its diacretion. 

Even admitting the right, its great inexpediency is too 
palpable to admit of an argument.....:...PARVIN, C. F. C., low, 
1848. 

The conferring of the symbolic degrees of .Masonry upon a 
candidate in Grand Lodge, ia a practice not only highly inex
pedient, and injurious to the cause of Masonry, but ~l~ 
sonic.-.Res. Iowa, 1848. 

A. Grand Lodge has not the right or power to confer de
grees.-Puvm, C. F. C., Iowa, 1850; lUso:s, C. F. C., lrul., 
1851. . 

A. Grand Lodge, as such, has no right to initiate.-C. ·Moon, 
Mtu. Rlv., v., 34-7 •. 

Grand Lodges have the right to confer degrees.-C. F. C., 
Fla., 1850. 

WOI'k. 

In no event ought the Grand Lodge to initiate, pass, or 
raise a candidate, their power being more of an appellate and 
legislative order, than o1herwise.-Res. .Ala., 1848. 

We think Grand Lodges have the right of conferring the 
degrees, but doubt the expediency of exercising the right, 
under the existing organization of Grand Lodges in the 
United Statee.-C. F. C. of N. H., 18tH. 

We conclude that the Grand Lodge has the right to confer 
degrees, but, under ~ting circumstances in this country, 
the right should not be exercised under ordinal'y circum
stances.-C. F. C., Mo., 1850. 
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After a review of all that has been aaid upon the aubject, we 
u.y that the general conclusion aeema to be that the Grand 
Lodge, aa a Grand Lodge, cannot comer degreee.-C. F. C., 
Ky., 1850. 

Resolved, That the exercise of the right to comer degrees 
in Grand Lodge, is highly inexpedient, and should never 
hereafter be exercised by this Grand Lodge, except in caaea 
of most extraordinary emergency.-Wi&., 1849. 

If a Grand Lodge haa power to constitute lodges, with 
authority to make masons, it is clear that it possesses power 
to do it by itself. But as now constituted, we do not think it 
expedient that Grand Lodges should do ao.-C. F. C., La., 
1850. 

We deny the right of a Grand Lodge, as now organized, to 
initiate, pass, or raise a ca.ndidate.-Com. C. F. C., Ya.,1858. 
(Adopted.) 

Grand Kaater-llia Powers and Privlleps. 

As we have inserted, under their appropriate hcada, the 
several powers and privileges specified in each Grand con
stitution as belonging to the office of Grand Master, we shall, 
in this place, simply enumerate those which are generally 
acknowledged as such. By so doing, we avoid tmnecessacy 
repetition, and economize space. Though some of those 
enumerated below are abridged or denied in particular Grand 
Lodge jurisdictions, they inay be considered as generally ad
mitted. 

1. The Grand Master has power and authority to convene 
the Grand Lodge at pleasure. 

2. To convene any lodge under his jurisdiction, preside 
therein, inspect their proceedings, and require their conform
ity to the regulations and edicts of the Grand· Lodge. 

3. To exercise a general supervision and government over 
the fraternity in· his jurisdiction, during the recess of the 
Grand Lodge. 
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4. To grant dispensations during the recess of Grand 
Lodge for new lodges ; to make more than five brothers at 
one meeting; to hold public celebrations; to form public pro
cessions; to dispense with the "one month's previous notice" 
in conferring the degrees ; and to elect an officer or officers 
of a subordinate lodge at some other than the stated time for 
election. · 

5. To constitute new lodges, and install their officers; to lav 
corner-stones, and dedicate masonic halls, (either in person o"r 
by proxy.) 

6. To arrest the dispensation or charter of any lodge, and 
to suspend a brother or a lodge until the next communication 
·of Grand Lodge. 

7. To require the attendance of, and information from, any 
·of his Grand officers, respecting their office. 

· 8. To preside in Grand Lodge; decide all questions of 
order; (from his decision, while in the chair, there is no 
appeal;) appoint all committees not otherwise provided for; 
give a casting vote in case of a tie, (except in electioDs,) and 
·to preside as chairman, u oificio, in all committees he chooses 
-to attend. 

9. To make masons at sight, (in a regular lodge, or one 
summoned by him for that purpose.) 

Eligibility to 011loe. 

By an ancient regulation, contained in thto old Charges, Past 
Masters alone were eligible to the office of Grand Warden. 
The Deputy Grand Master was also to be selected from among 

·the Masters or Past Masters of lodges. No such regulation 
was in existence, as to the office of Grand Master, who might 
be selected from the mass of the fraternity. .At the present 
time, in this country, it is usual to select the Grand officers 
from among the Past Masters of the jurisdiction, though I 
know of no ancient law making such a regulation obligatory, 
except in respect to the offices of Grand Wardens and Deputy 
Grand Master.-MACKEY, P.M. L., 280. 



Orand Master-Vote in Orand Lodce. 

The franchise of the officers of a Grand Lodge is usually 
regulated by its constitution. It will be seen, below, that 

·most of the Grand Constitutions allow the presiding officer a 
casting vote in case of a tie, though some of them limit tho 
privilege, and make an exception in cases of election. The 
latter would seem to be a reasonable and proper restriction. 

The presiding officer to have a casting vote, and no other.
Ccmst. Vt. 

In NEW H.u!PsHIRB, the Grand Master may vote in all caseR 
where the other members of the Grand Lodge are so entitled. 

I The .presiding officer shall have the casting vote.-Consts. 
Conn. and N. J. 

Each member of the Grand Lodge has one vote, and tho 
acting Grand Master an additional vote in case of an equal 
division.-Const. N. Y. 

The Grand Master, or other P'"<~siding officer, having the 
the casting vote.-Const. Penn. · 

The Grand Master, or presiding officer, one vote, except in 
cases of an equal division, when he shall have two votes; 
provided they are not cases of election.-Const. Va. 

On all occasions he shall be entitled to one vote, and if the 
votes be equal, he shall then give the casting vote.-Const. S. C. 

* * * * And the M. W. Grand Master to two votes, 
when the number of votes happen to be equal; otherwise 

·to but one.-Const. Ga. 

The Grand Master, or presiding officer for the time behig, 
shall have the casting vote, except in the election of Grand 
officers.-Const. D. C. and Fla. 

On all questions where there is an equal division, the Grand 
Master shall give the casting vote.-Const. Ind. 

No officer or permanent member of the Grand Lodge shall 
·be entitled to more than one vote, unless be be a Master or 
Warden of a subordinate body.-Const. Wis. 



It is the duty of the Grand Master to give the casting vote 
in the Grand Lodge whenever, on any question, there shall 
be an equal number of votes.-Cor.st. Min. 

The Grand Master, or presiding officer, having one vote,....:_ 
Canst. Ky. 

In all other matters, besides elections, in case of a tie. the 
. Grand Master, or the brother in the chair, sltall have tb.e 
casting vote.-Const. Tenn. 

Each officer and member of the Grand Lodge present, shall 
be entitled to cast one vote; but no 011e, in. his own right, 
shall give more than one_ vote.-Const. Mo. 

Whenever, on any questioh before the Grand Lodge, there 
shall be an equal number of votes, he (the. Gl:11.nd Master) 
shall give the casting vote.-lb. and R. L 

In case of a tie, the presiding· officer shall give the cast;ing 
vote.-Consts • .Ark., Texas, Cal., Oreg011:, Neb., and Ko.nsas. 

The Grand Master, or presiding officer, shall have the cast
ing vote in all cases, except in the election of Grand officers 
to be installed.*-Const. Md. 

The Gmnd Master, or presiding officer, a casting vote, if 
the numbers be equal.-Const~oirdand and &otland;· 

The Grand Master, or brother officiating as auch,sha,ll have 
the casting vote.-Const. Del. . · 

Orand :Master-Making Masons at Sfght. 

The right of a. Grand Master to assemble a number of breth· 
ren, at any time or place, and there to confer tJie' degrees upon 
a candidate, .has been, and. i's, both admitted ail.d denied. _ 

The existence of this prerogative is derued by the Gran~ 
Lodges of Missouai, TENNESSEE, LouiSIANA and MASSACHUSETTS; 
while it is admitted by those of NEw YORK, KENTUCKY, NoRTH 
CAROLINA, SoUTH CAROLINA, ·WII!iCONSJN, VERMONT, J.fissJSSIPPI 

• In this Grand I.odge, tqo Grand Standard-Be11rer, Sword-Bearer, Deaco011, 
Stewards, Pursulvant, Dt:-ector of Ceremonies, ~pectors, and Grand nier, arc 
not v..tau.d. . 
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Omo, NJnr HuP811JltB, LaYLAND, hmr..ur..t., Tu.s and f...oJtJO 
D..t.; in the last two, subject to limiiation. 

In the exercise oftliis prerogative, the Grand Master cannoL 
dispense with any of the requisite forms of initiation, pre
scribed by the oral laws of the order. He must adhere to all 
the established ceremonies; l!lUIJt be assisted by the number 
of brethren neceBSary to open and hold a lodge; due inquity 
must be made into the candidate's character; (though the 
Grand Master may dispense with the usual probation of a 
month;) and must conform to the ancient usages and land
marks of the order • .:.....MAcui, P. M. L., 51. 

We think that a Grand Master, for policy's sake, should 
decline to exercise this power, even if it were more clearly 
established than it is.-MoBRIB, .Am. F. M., ii., 87. 

We deny to Grand Masters the right, in ita literal sense.-
C. MooRE, MaJ. JUt,., v., 347. 

The only way to become a mason, legally, since the re
organization of the craft in 1717, that we ever heard ·or read 
of, is through the intervention of some legally constituted 
lodge.-lb., viii., ~02. 

I have thus far, when exercising this high prerogative, ob
tained the written cowsent of the nearest lodge, and caWJed 
the degrees to be conferred in a regular lodge ; yet a case 
might occur in which I would deem it my duty to exercise 
this ancient and high prerogative, and make a mason at sight, 
without the intervention of a lodge or other assistance.-HuB
.IWIJ), G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

A Grand Master has most assuredly power to assembl!l 
master masons about him, and make masons at will; and by 
prerogative rights from time immemoriat~C. F. C., Cal., 1851. 

We think the better opinion is, that the Grand Master may 
make masons at·sight in~Jt~,yregular lodge in his jurisdiction, 
by assent and assistance of such lodge, after due inquiry into 
cbaracter of candidate, the Grand Master dispensing with thl) 
usual time requir_ed for that purpose.-Piu. C.F. C.,.Ark..1853. 
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It is the prerogative of the Grand Master to make maiJOns 
at sight; and for this purpose he may summon to his aAAiat
ancc such brethren as he may deem necessary.-Comt. Ohw, 
1842. 

The Grand Master has the power of making masons at 
sight, but only in a Grand Lodge, convened for that purpose. 
-C. F. C., Fla., 1850. 

It ·is the prerogative of the Grand Master to make masons 
·at sight; and for this purpose to summon to his assistance 
such brethren as he may deem necessary.-Const. Neb. 

Grand Masters have the right to confer degrees, independ
ent of subordinate lodge·s.-BLACKEMBB, C. F. C. of N.C., 1851, 

From immemorial usage, the Grand Master of a Grand Lodge 
bas powoc to assemble masons, and confer the degrees upon 
.a candidate, at pleasure.-&s. Cal., 1851. 

Grand Masters of Grand Lodges have power to assemble 
masons, and confer the degrees upon a candidate, at pleasure. 
-C. F. C., N. H., 1852. 

No instance of it has occurred in Vermont, but the right 
bas never been questioned in this jurisdiction.-TucKER, G.M. 
.Yt., 1853. 

From the whole premises, we deduce the conclusions which 
seem to be inevitable, from a calm survey of history, and of 
the principles laid down in our ancient Constitutions, that the 
Graud Master has not the power to make masons out of a reg
ular lodge or Grand Lodge; ihat he has the authority to do 
so in either of these bodies, when regularly constituted, or 
may grant his dispensation to a lodge for the same purpose.
KniG, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1854. 

In which opinion we coincide.-G. W. C. 

The Grand Master has the power to do so in Grand Lodge 
or in a subordinate lodge.-llivw.un, G. M. Fla., 1854. 

The Grand Master may make masons at sight, in person and 
in a lawful lodge, and may grant a dispensation to a lodge for 
1ha same purpose.-COf'l8t. N. Y. 



The Grand Master cannot constitutionally grant a dispelllla
tion for, nor delegate his pre;·ogative of making a mason a.. 
ilight.-HussABD, Ohio, 1853. 

It is our belief that neither the Grand M1111ter nor the Grand 
Lodge have the right to make masons at sight; nor do we 
think they have possessed the power since 1717. That the 
Grand Master may, upon application to him, summon one of 
the lodges under his jurisdiction--not any number of masons 
promiscuously; lay the petition before it; order the ballots 
paBBed; and, if found cle8l', initiate-thereby dispensing with 
time-we co11cede: but to grant that he p088esses the sole 
power of determining who may or shall become maaons, and 
then to make them without the intervention of a lodge, is to 
subvert the entire groundwork of Masonry.-P.A.BVIN, C. F. C., 
Iowa, 1852. 

·. Since the time when the memory of masons runneth not to 
the contrary, Grand Masters have enjoyed the high preroga. 
tive of making masons at sight, without any preliminaries, 
ed at any suitable time and place-they alone being the 
judges of the propriety, the time, and the place. For so doing, 
no earthly power can call them to account: And they may 
call upon the Grand Lodge, or any subordinate lodge, or any 
number of master masons, to assilrt; and when called upon 
thus, they are bo1md to obey.-fuTcH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 18W. 

This lodge can .not, and does not, recognize any inherent 
right, or power, or prerogative, in Grand Masters to make 
masons at sight or will, out of a· regular lodge, and must regard 
the exercise of any such power, not only as tyrannical, but in 
violation of the plain and unmistakable provisions of the an: 
cient Constitutions of Masonry. This Grand Lodge cannot 
recognize any other mode of making masons than the one 
sanctioned by the immemorial usage of the craft, namely: in a 
regular lodge, nfter previous notice and due inquiry into char
acter.-.Res. Texa.~, 1854. 

Resoroed, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, no Grand 
Master has the right to make masons at sight, or at will, "3.1ld 



that no man can be regularly made a mason, except by a 
regular Jodie, working under a regular charter or dispensa
tion.-La., 1853. 

The Grand Master of a Grand Lodge possesses delegated 
powers only; and as the power to initiate, pass, and raise, are 
not delegated. to a Grand ~r to be exercised .at will, he 
can confer those degrees only in a nb!)ldinate lodge, aDd in 
~cordance with masonic law and uage.-.R.. Fla., 185,. 

We are aware that the law provides f<>rhis making masons 
at sight; b'11t it ja a right which we deny to any one, be hll 
Grand or Subordinate Master, unless done in the right way 
-in t10111e plaee representing a lodge, in whrch is pmced, 
in mas<>nic furm, the Holy Bible, square and compasses, with 
.tha requilite number of brethren.-JoeAX, C. F. C., of N. C;, 
1853. 

We find, in the Old Cn.cwge~ tJfld &gulatirm1, no principle or 
semblance of a principle that can be construed u a recogni
tion of this inherent right claimed for Grand Masrers. He 
can grant dispensations for new lodges, and for conferring 
degrees; but the right of. members to say who are fit recipi
ents of Masonry, can never be dispensed.-FOIII'EB, C. F. C., 
Jtlo., 1853. 

We cannot concede that the Grand Master may make 
masons, Without regard to conditions or limitations. In this 
way only (after regular proposition, due inquiry, and ballot, 
in a regular lodge,) can any person be lawfully and :regularly 
accepted a freemason. It is "the prerogative of the Grand 
Lodge to make masons at sight; and if it is the prerogative 
of the Grand Lodge, it is not the prerogative of the Grand 
Master. His authority to do so, is a limited and qualified 
power, and can be exercised only "when the Grand Lodge ia 
duly assembled."-C. W. Moon. 

All the authorities cited in proof of this power, only exhibit 
an exact compliance with the regulation, that "no person 
shall be made a mason, except in a regular lodge."-FuLLER, 
C. F. c., Tenn., 1852. 
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Raol'V«l, as the opinion of this Grand Lodge, That the au
thority to confer degrees does not exist in the Grand Master, 
except in Grand Lodge, duly assembled, or in a subordinate 
lodge, QrganiEed in a constitutional manner, and in no case 
without due inquiry into the character of the candidate, and 
upon a unanimous ballot of the lodr;e.-W'u., 1S.9. 

Under no circumstances has a Grand Master a right to 
make masons, or to· authorize it to ·be done in any other way 
than is provided by the Grand Lodge over which he pre
aides.-C. F. C., Mo., 18GO.-



/ 

SUBORDINATE LODGES. 
WHO KAY GRAliiT DIBPENSJ.TIONS FOB. 

b the following Grand Lodge juriBdictions, only the Grand 
Master has power to grant dispensations for new lodges, viz: 
MAINE, NEW HAMPSHIRE, MASSACHUsErrs, VIRGINIA, KENTUCKY, 

ARKANSAs, CALIFORNIA, MARYLAND, MISSISSIPPI, and RHoDE 
lsw.ND. 

In VERMONT, the power is not specijiially granted to any 
officer, yet as it declares that "the Grand Master enjoys all 
the powers and prerogatives conferred by the .Ancient Con
stitutions, and the usages and landmarks of the craft," it 
doubtless includes the one under consideration as among 
them. The usage in that jurisdiction being the same in this 
respect as in those above named, confirms the correctness of 
this conclusion. 

In IowA, 0REoozo NEBRASKA, CANADA, KANSAS, and DELA
WARE, the Grand M .:>IP.r. or his Deputy, has power to grant 
dispensations during thP. recess of Grand Lodge. 

In Mxssoum and TEXAS, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand 
Master, or District Deputy Grand Master, may grant dispen
sations for new lodges. 

Dispensations are confided to the Grand Master, or his 
representative. The dispensing power is confined to four 
circumstances: 1. Empowering a constitutional number of 
brethren to open and hold a lodge until the next communi
cation of the Grand Lodge. 2. Empowering a lodge to in
itiate more than five candidates at the same communication. 
3. Allowing a brother to belong to more than one lodge. 4. 
Empowering a lodge to hold an election for officers at some 
other than the constitutional time.-MACKEY, Lexicon, 114. 



Territorial Jurisdiction. 

The general rule is, that tho jurisdiction of a lodge extends 
in every direction to the geographic centre between it and 
adjacent lodges. The only general exception to the rule 
is, that the jurisdiction of a lodge cannot extend into 
another state, unless by consent of the Grand Lodge of such 

·other state. 

The jurisdiction of a lodge must be considered as half the 
distance to the next nearest lodge.-fuBTSocx, G. M. Iowa, 
1859. 

The geographical jurisdiction of a lodge extends, in every 
·direction, half way to the nearest lodge, but not beyond that 
· of its own Grand Lodge.-M,;\CK~Y, U. M. L.~ xvii., 335, 

The jurisdiction of a lodge can in no case extend beyond 
the' state lin e.-C. MoonE, Mas. Rev., vi, 4 7. 

The masonic jurisdiction of each subordinate lodge in this 
state shall extend, in every direction, to half the distance 

• .from its usual place of meeting to the usual place of meeting 
. (){ the adjoining lodges; provided, that such jurisdiction shall 
·not extend into a town where another lodge is located. Pro-
'Uided, also, that such jurisdiction may, at any time, be mod
ified by mutual agreement of the lodges interested, or by the 
action of the Grand Lodge,-!-Const. Conn. 

In no instance has a subordinate lodge a right to receive 
-a candidate from another state, where a Grand Lodge has 
been regularly established, and in the exercise of its authoritY, 

·.without its consent. .And the subordinate lodges should pay 
attention to their jurisdiction, which is an equal distanoe be

. tween each other; and in J).O ease receive a candidate from the 
, jurisdiction of another subordinate lodge, without a proper 
explanation, and the unanimous consent of the lodge in whose 
jurisdiction he resides.-Const. Fla. 

, The territorial jurisdiction of a lodge extends to a point 
. half way between it and the nearest lodge in the same 
state.-LEwis, G. M. of N. Y., 1858 •. 
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The universally recognized rule in this country is, that the 
jurisdiction of every lodge covers, at least, the territorial 
extent of the town where it is located. * * * The 
jurisdiction of each lodge extends, in every direction, to the 
geographical center between all contiguous Iodges.-C. W. 
MooR& 

The territorial jurisdiction of a lodge extends to the geo
graphical center between it and a.ll contiguous lodges.-
Ru. Mich., 1848; Ark., 1851. . 

Number of Petitione.rs f0r. 

· The well-settled and almost universnl usage is, that a dis
/ pensation or charter caunot be granted, except upon ~etition 
\ of at least seven master masons,"in good st3.nding. . . . . . 

The constitutions of the following Grand Lodges requiJ:e 
the above number: MAINE, NEw HA.\!PsmRE, VEuoNT,M:A.BSA-

\ ClWQ:TTB, RHo»J: lsu.ND, NEW Yoax, NBW:JjB&By, l>m.A.wARB, 
M.AllYLAND, VIBOINU., DIBTRW'l' OP OoLuxsu., GEO:wu.., Boom 
O.uoLINA, Mlssoum, TENNEBBU, lLidlfoiS, ltmLUr.&, LoUIBL&lU, 

FLORIDA, .!LAB.UU., AUANIWI, T~, CALIFQll.ll"u.., Omwo!r, 
NOJtTH CA.lloOLINA, WlllCONBIN, MINNKBorA, low.&, KAlriWI, O.U

-.&.D.&, ENGLANJ>, and ScOTLAND. 

In PI:NxsYLvANIA, a warrant is granted an petitiOn of.at least 
fi1Je master masons, on the. reOO!hmenda.tion of at least three 
In!l.ster masons. 

In Omo and NBBRABKA, the petition of at least eight mastAr 
masons is required, one of whom must be. a Past Muter. 

In CoNNBOTICUT, charters are granted on petition of jiw or 
more master masons. 
· In IRELAN», to any n:nmber not under three of master masoils. 
Not less than three master masons should sign the pe

tition.-DALcHo. 
The constitutions of those Grand ·Lodges whose ~es do 

not appear above, MICHIGAN and KBNTUCKY, are silent upon the 
point; but we believe the usage in those jurisdictions reo 
quires seven petitioners. · 



Penal J'urisdiotion. 

The penal jurisdiction of a lodge extends over all masons 
residing or sojourning within its geographical jurisdiction, 
whether members of any lodge or not; and over its own 
members* wheresoever they reside. 

Ovn MDBBBS oP .AlroTHB• LoooJa.-A member ia oubject 
to 1he penal jurisdiction f>f the l.Qdge wUhin "W'llo.e geograph
ical jurisdiction he rellidea; ihougll, u a genenl role, such 
lodge should not proceed to try him antil after due notice 
to the lodge to which he belongs, and in default of proper 
action on the part of the latter. Such notice, howe'Vtil', ia 
rather a matter of courtesy than right, and may be given or 
not, as the lodge. in its discretion may decide. 

The personal jurisdiction of a lodge extends over all.IJI880JI8 

living within its vicinity. A master mason belonging to a 
distant lodge, but residing within the geographical jurisdio
tion of another lodge, becomes amenable for his eonduct to 
the latter as well as to the former lodge. But if his own 
lodge is within a rtll81J'11abk distance, courtesy requires that 
the lodge near which he resides should rather make a 
complaint to his lodge, than itself institute proceedings 
against him. Bta the reputation of the ord~ mme not be permit-
ted to be endang~ed, and a case might occur in which it would 
be inexpedient to extend this conrteey, and where the lodge 
would feel compelled to proceed to the trial and punishment 
of the offender, without applying to his lodge. The geograph
ical jurisdiction will, in all case$, legalize the proceedings.
MACIOI:Y. 

Ruolwd, That each lodge has penal jurisdiction over the· 
conduct. of all the brethren residing within their ge6graphieal 
jurisdiction respectively. Nevertheleas, it is recommended 
that, as a matter of courtesy, all such oases be referred to the 
lodge of· which the offending brother. is a member, when it is 
practicable to do so.-Mich., 1857. 

:The penal jurisdiction of a lodge is not confined to its o~ 

• J!Ec<ip& Us !Uoiter.- Vide Pell&l Jurl!ldic1lon of Oran4 Lodp. 



members, but extends in some degree over all masons who 
reside within its geographical jurisdiction. The geograph
ical jurisdiction of a lodge radiates on all sides from the 
common center, and extends in every direction half way to 
the nearest lodge. Each regular lodge of master masons has 
personal penal jurisdiction over all master masons resirung 
within its geographical jurisdiction, but belonging to a dis
tant lodge; and although courtesy requires tha,t the lodgo. 
near which he resides should rather make a complaint to the 
lodge of which he is a member, than itself institute proceed
ings against him, yet such a reference is simply an act 
of courtesy, and may or may not be made in accordance. with... 
the circumstances of the case. 

The lodge of which any mastlif mason is a member, and the 
lodge within whose geographical jurisdiction he resides, have 
co-extensive and concurrent jurisdiction over him, and he may 
be charged and tried before either ; and an acquittal or oon
viction had before the one, will be a valid bar to all proceed
ings before the other, upon the same charge. The only 
exception to this mle is where two lodges have the same 
geographical jurisdiction by reason of their great proximity, 
as where two or more lodges are located in the same oity.
WEsToN, Ashler, 1856 . 

. In matters of grievance and complaint, recourse ought to be 
first bad to the lodge or lodges to which the parties respccji
ively belong, before application can be regularly made to the 
Grand Lodge.-Res. Conn., 1796, 

These considerations warrant us in the belief, that the. 
'ledge or Grarid Lodge of whieh a mason may be a member, 
has exclusive jurisdiction in trying and punishing that mem
ber for violating the masonic laws. A case in point was de
cided by the Grand Lodge of Missouri, in 1852, sustaining 
the views here advanced.-KniG, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1853. 

A brother master mason . trespassing against our rules, is 
amenable to the particular lodge of which he is a member. 
This rule applies w~th eqnal force against a sojoun:er who 



may commit an offense. The charges against him can only 
be preferred in the lodge of which he is a momber.-Mo., 1852. 

We are of the same opinion.-PARVIN, C. F. C., Iowa,l852. 

A mason living in the vicinity of a lodge, but a member of 
a distant lodge, is subject to tho authority of his own lodge 
only.-SWIGEBT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

OvEJt ENnmm .A.nRENTICBs AND FBLLOw CRAPTS.-Entered 
apprentices and fellow crafts, though not eligible to member· 
ship in any lodge, are amenable to the lodge within whose 
jurisdiction they reside or sojourn, for unmasonic conduct; 
and may be tried, suspended, or expelled by such lodge, 
according 'to the gravity of the offense. They should be tried 
in a lodge opened on the hig~est degree they have attained, 
though the verdict should be given, and the punishment 
assessed, when opened on the third degree. 

I have no doubt of the power of a subordinate lodge to try a· 
fellow craft mason upon charges.-HILLYEB, G. M. Miss., 1856. 

An entered apprentice can be tried for immorality, &c., the 
same as a master mason.-SWIGERT, G. M. Ky., 1858 

· .A.n entered apprentice, for unmasonic conduct, is subject 
to discipline. The lodge within whose jurisdiction he re
sides, and where the alleged offense was committed, has 
jurisdiction in the premises, and may proceed to final action, 
as in other caaea.-HuBBA.JtD, G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

.A. lodge of master masons has entire jurisdiction over all 
the degrees it is autherized to confer; and as it admits 
apprentices and fellow crafts, it may, for sufficient cause, 
expel them.-C. W. MooRE, 1846. 

OVER OFFENSES ColiOlrrTED PREVIOUS ro lNrrU.TION.-As a 
general rule, a lodge cannot deal with a,mason for an offense 
committed previous to his initiation. There are, however, 
exceptions which justify such a course; and the better 
opinion seems to be that each lodge is left to exercise its own 
discretion in the matter, subject, of course, to the constitu. 
tion and decisions of its Grand Lodge. 
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M..a.CKEY, (S. C.,) KING, (N. Y.,) and PIXB, (Ark.,) 11ustain the 
idea that masons may be tried for off'enses committed before 
initiation. FOSTER (C. F. C., Mo., 1855) combats the idea. 
MELLEN (C. F. C. Miss., 1856) says: "A man commits a for
g1lry, and, previou11 to the discovery of the crime, receives the 
degrees. Is there no remedy? We think the lodge might 
proceed against him, by making the act relate to the time of 
d'iecovery, or by eoaeidering his petition an impositiOn upon 
the lodge ; or thete may be some other mOde; for it mnat 
necessarily have some way fot ita self-protection, under the 
general law of seU-defense." ·PER1UNS (C. F. C., IA., 1856) 
says : "We say no ; except in oases where the off'ense hall 
some connection with his admission into the order." 

Great moral delinquencies, committed before initiation, un
known to the lodge at initiation, of such magnitude as to ren
der connection of delinquent with lodge a public reproach to 
it, constitute good cause for expulsion. So, also, where the 
delinquency would have barred initiation, had it been known 
at the time, and the delinqnenthu notatoned for, or repented 
of it, and his present life and conveFBation are dangerous to 
the internal peace and publicreputationofthe lodge.-C. W. 
MoonE. 

· •t is held, by the best authorities, that a lodg1l is not 
in general required, nor would it be jiiStified, ilt going behiad 
the brother's initiation, to find snbjeoea for charges.-Mo--, 
Am. F. M., iii., 129. • 

As a general principle, a candidate, after initiation, cannot 
be called upon to answer charges for an off'ense committed 
before initiation; though there are callell where it would be 
proper.-ANDERBON, G. M. lll., 1855. Grand Lodge do. 

Tl~e. Grand Lodge of MrssrBBIPPI decided (185~) that ~ sub
ordinat,e lodge may try and expel a member for a crime or 
offense committed before he was made a mason, provided it be 
for .crimes designated as feloniom by the laws of the country • 
. In our judgment, a mason·. cannot be tried for an off'enae 

commi!ted before initiatio~--c. W. Moou, 1860. 
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OvER 1rlA.SONs ONDER SusrEN&ION.-For a repetition of the 
offense for which he was suspended, or other unmasonic con. 
duct, a mason may be tried, and, if the offense justify it, 
expelled, by the lodge having personal jurisdiction over him. 
Though the opinidn has been advanced, that such mason 
must first be reinstated or restored, before a second trial can 
take place, the better opinion seems to be that such previous 
action is improper and unneceiiSaiJ'. 

A lodge has an undoubted right to try a brother under sU&o 
pension, on any new charge of unma~~onic conduct, and expel 
him, if the offense warrant, without waiting for the expiration 
of the previous sentence.-C. W. MooRE. 

We think there can be no question but that a mason under 
suspension can be dealt with, and expelled for heinous crime, 
notwithstanding the sentence already against him.-C. Moou, 
Mas. Rev., vii., 145. 

A brother ·may very properly be tried for a repetition of an 
offense, though still under suspension for the first offense.-
J. W. S. MITCHELL, 1856. LAwRENCE, Sig. and" Jour., 1856. 

A member under suspension for a definite period, may be 
charged, tried, and expelled, for gross misconduct.--SWIGBRT, 
G. M. Ky., 1858. 

OVER NoN-AFFILIATED MABoNs.-A subordinate lodge has 
complete masonic jurisdiction over any and every mason re
Biding in its vicinity, though such mason may not be a member 
of it, ~of any other Jodge ; and it may exercise all the rights 
of discipline over him, the same as over one of its own 
members. 

We understand the rule to be, that a brother (non-affiliated) 
is amenable for any offense committed against the laws of 
Masonry, and in derogation of his obligations as a. mason, to 
the particular lodge within whose jurisdiction he resides, 
and within which the offense is committed.-C. W. MooRE. 

- A non-affiliated mason still remains subject to the govern
ment of the order, and may be tried and punished for any 
offense, as an o.fliliated mason would be, hy the lodge within 

4 
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whose geographical jurisdiction he resides.-MA.CXEY, U. M. 
L:, xvii., 295. 

Every lodge shall exercise all the rights of discipline over 
mMons (not members thereof, or of any ot_her lodge) who may 
reside in the vicinity of such lodge, so far as may relate to 
the conduct and behavior of such masons, whilst resident 
in the vicinity of such lodge.-Const. lQWa. 

Subordinate lodges not only possess the power, but it is 
their duty to take cognizance of brethren within their vicin
ities, (not being members of any lpdge. Bllbordinate to this 
Grand Lodge,) and to suspend ()r expel from the privileges 
of the order any brother who shall be found guilty of unma
sonic behavior.-Comt. Ky. 

Every Lodge shall exercise all the rlghts of discipline and 
control over all masons resident in its jurisdiction, though not 
members thereof, so far .as relates to the conduct and be
havior of such masons.-Const. Mo. 

Every freemason is amenable to the constitutions, laws, and 
regulations of the masonic jurisdiction in which he resides, 
whether he be a member' of a lodge or not.-Const. Texas. 

In cases where the accused is not a member of any lodge, 
the lodge within whose jurisdiction the offense shall have 
been committed, may proceed as against a member thercc:>f, 
and censure, suspend, or eJ!.pel the offender, as the nature of 
the offense m~~oy require.-Const. N. H. 

Whenever a member of a lodge, or any mason under this 
jurisdiction, shall be accused of an offense which, if proved, 
would subject him to suspension or expulsion, the proceed
ings shall, &c.-Consts. Cal., Mass., Me., Vt., Iowa, and Wis. 

Every lodge may exercise all the rights of discipline over 
masons, not members of any lodge, who reside in the vicinity 
of such ·lodge, so far as may relate to the masonic conduct of 
such masons, while resident therein.-Const. Fla . 

.AJJ.y lodge has the power of exercising, and it is its duty to 
exercise, all the rights of discipline over maaona not mem. 



hera of any lodge, who reside in the vicinicy of such 1~, 
and who rend~r themselves, by their conduct, amenable to 
such discipline.-Const. D. C. 

Every lodge has power, and it shall be its bounden duty, 
to take cognizance of any unmasonic conduct of a sojourning 
or resident brother, although not one of its members, * * * 
and censure, suspend, or expel the offonder.-Const. Ala. 

Each lodge may take cognizance of the conduct of masona 
living within its jurisdiction, and not belonging to another 
lodge under this Grand Lodge, and try, and punish them for 
masonic offenses committed within its jurisdiction, or such as 
may be referred to it by the lodge where the offense was 
committed.-Const. La. 

Lodges not only possess the power, but it shall be tlwir 
express duty to take cognizance of brethren within their ju
risdiction, whether subordinate to the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Lodge or otherwise, and to suspend or expel from the 
privileges of the order any brother who shall be found guilty 
of unmasonic conduct.-Consts. Ind., Ohio, Neb. 

Every lodge within this jurisdiction may exercise all the 
rights of discipline over masons (not members thereof, or of 
any other lodge) who reside in the immediate vicinity of such 
lodge, so far as may relate to the behavior ai,d conduct of 
such masons, whilst resident in fue vicinity of such lodge.
C011st. 111. 

The judicial powers of a lodge embrace the exercise of dis
cipline, and settlement of controversies between and over all 
its members, (except the Master,) and over all masons and non
affiliated brethren wi~hin its jurisdiction.-Consts. N. Y., Minn. 

Subordinate lodges possess the power of calling to account, 
for unmasonic conduct, any brother who may reside or be in 
the vicinity of sn('h lodge, whefuer he be a member of such 
lodge or not, and of dealing with him accordingly.-Const. 
Tenn. 

Bvery lodge may exercise all the rights of discipline over 
masons, not members of any lodge, who reside in the vicinity 
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of such lodge, so far as may relate to the masonic conduct of 
such mason.!! while resident therein.-Comt. Md. 

A mason not a member of any particular lodge, who has 
been guilty of immoral or unmasonic conduct, can be tried 
by any lodge within whose jurisdiction he may be residing.
KlNa, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1853. 

Every lodge has full power to call before it, and punish, 
according to masonic usages, all delinquent masons residing 
in its jurisdiction, whether they are members of such lodge 
or not.-.Reg. Miss. 

A lodge has a right to try a non-affiliated mason for unma
sonic conduct committed while residing within the limits of 
said lodge, after he has removed out of its jurisdiction, as well 
as out of the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge under which 
such lodge is working.-G. M. Miss., 1848; G. Lodge do.; 
C. W. MooRE, do. 

It is the duty of a lodge to take cognizance of the conduct 
of any brother or brethren not attached to any lodge under 
this jurisdiction, on a charge of unmasonic conduct, and rep
rimand, suspend, or expel him from the rights and privi
leges of Masonry.-.Res. Cal., 1851. 

Every lodge shall exercise all the right of discipline and 
Cl)ntrol over all masons resident in its jurisdiction, though 
not members thereof, so far as relates to conduct and be
havior of such masons.-Const. Kansas. 

The lodge within whose jurisdiction they live, has jurisdic
tion over them for unmasonic conduct.-.Ark., 18~. 

The jurisdiction of a lodge extends equally over affiliated 
and non-affiliated masons, for unmasonic conduct.-Neb., 1858. 

OVER SoJOURNERS.-Upon the same principle that a lodge 
has cognizance over a non-affiliated mason residing in its ju• 
risdiction, it has also jurisdiction over a sojourner, or non
resident, for unmasonic conduct while in its jurisdiction. 

Any lodge may take cognizance of the conduct of any 
sojourning brother or brethren not attached to any particular 
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lodge, upon a charge of unmaaonic conduct.-Cona. Mairw, 
Miul., R. L, Wis., C. W. Moon, 1846. 

Subordinate lodges have power, and may take cognizance of 
any immoral or unmaaonic conduct of a sojourning brother.
Const. N.H. 

.Any lodge may take cognizance of the conduct of any so
journing or resident brother, not attached to any particular 
lodge, upon a charge of nnmasonic conduct, while residing in 
its jurisdiction.-Con&t. Vt. 

A lodge has a right to try a sojourning non-affiliated 
brother, while a resident within its jurisdiction, and even 
after his removal from its jurisdiction and state,-Miss., 1851. 

If charges are filed befo~ removal, the lodge having ju
risdiction does not lose it by such removal; but if the brother 
(sojourning or non-affiliated mason) remove before the charges 
are brought, the lodge loses its authority over him. What 
gave the lodge jurisdiction over the brother'! Residence. A 
change ofresidence will also take it away.-MBLLEN, 1855. 

Where a. member removes into the jurisdiction of another 
lodge, the latter may proceed to try him on charges of unma
sonic conduct ; though, if convenient, and no injury will re
sult from delay, it is best that the lodge to which he belongs 
be notified.-HUBBABD, Ohio, 1853. 

MisCELLANEOus.-Where two or more lodges are located in 
the same town or city, they hold concurrent jurisdiction; 
though, with respect to non-affiliated masons, and residents or 
sojourners who are members of some other lodge, it would 
seem proper that the senior lodge should take precedence in 
jurisdi~tion . 

.A lodge has no right to inves~gate the justness of an ex
pulsion in another jurisdiction.-ARHBTBONG, G. M. Ark., 1857. 

A difficulty arising between two masons, members of differ
ent lodges, each should be tried in his own lodge.-SxiTH, 
G. M. Ark., 1856. 

A lodge has the right of suspending or excluding a member 
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from his membership in the lodge; but it has no po:wer to 
expel him from the rights and priVileges of Masonry, except 
with the consent of the Grand Lodge.-MACKEY, P. M. L., 107. 

A. lodge exercises penal juri~iction over all its members, 
no matter where they reside; over all unaffiliated. masqns 
living within its geographical jurisdiction, (whether the res
idence be temporary or permanent;) overall masons living in 
its vicinity;* but not over masons (not its members) residing 
in a neighboring state. Its jurisdiction can extend no further 
than that of its own Grand Lodge.-M..i.cKEY, U. M. L., xvil., 
337. 

A lodge cannot exercise penal jurisdiction over the Grand 
Master, although under other circumstances it might have 
bOth geographical and perso.urisdiction over him, ·rrom 
his residence and membership.-MAcKEY, U. M. L., xvii., 338. 

If any member of a lodge shall, from trifling, captious, .sm
ister, or unworthy motives, attempt to arrest the legitimate 
work of his lodge, he shall thereby be rendered amenable to 
masonic discipline. And it is made the duty of the lodges, in 
all such cases, to proceed to the investigation thereof, and to 
reprimand, suspend, or expel the offending member, as am:)
jority present may deem best.-Const. Neb. 

Where a member was known to have repeatedly black
balled applicants, without good cause, and for mimasonic 
reasons ; held, that the lodge had the right to proceed against, 
and expel him.-0. W. MooRE. 

If there be no provision in the Constitution of the Grand 
Lodge, regulating the suspension in the subordinate lodges, 
then the whole subject is within the 'contrOl of tlie lodges ; 
and they may suspend or reinstate a member; without the 
concurrent action of the Grand Lodge.-C. W. MOORE, 1849 

In our opinion, all expulsions for unmasoJiic conduct should 
originate in the lodge. Nothing .is gained by trying ~ruch 
cases in the chapter or encampment, when the offense is cog· 
niza.ble by the lodge.-C. W. MooRE. 

• See previo'.:s qllolaUon from same •oUlerlty ~r tbla hea4. 
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A mason who has demitted and removed into another juri&o 
diction, is out of the reach of his former lodge.-M01uns, Am. 
F. M., v., 101. 

If a member is under charges for unmasonic conduct, can 
he be permitted to have his trial in another lodge? He can. 
not. He has I)Q rights beyond the lodge that has jurisdiction 
over him, except through appeal to the G. L.-MoBlW!. 

Quorum for Buaine••· 
The minimum number to whom a dispensation or charter 

can be granted, may be considered as the minimum number 
to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. If 
seven be the number necessary to form a lodge, then seven is 

·the number necessary to continue a lodge, and to tranaact its 
buaineBB. In the absence of any specific regulation, the 
above rule should govern. (For information bearing upon 
this point, see also authorities under the head of" Petitioners 
for Charter," and "Surrendering Charter.") 

No ballot shall be taken for initiation or membership, 
uuless there are at least seven members of the lodge pres
ent.-Const. Me. 

All regular lodges under this jurisdiction, with not less than 
seven members, have the right to convene, * * *.
Cvnst. N.C. 

No ballot shall be. held uuless there are at least seven mem. 
hers present.-Const. D. C. 

At least seven members of the lodge shall be present when 
the ballot is taken.-Const. La. 

No ballot shall be taken upon such petition, except seven 
members are present.-Consts. Iowa, Missouri. 

No ballot or vote shall be taken on any subject unless 
there are present seven members of the lodgc.-Const. Mo. 

No ballot shall be taken unless there are present nine mem. 
bers of the chapter.-Res. Gr. Cluzp., Texas, 1855. 

No ballot shall be taken unless there be present five men>
bers of the lodge.-Cvnst. Kansas • . 
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Three master masons is the least number that can open and 
work in a lodge of master masons. With that number the 
work wonld be legal.-ANDKBBON, G. M. IU., 1855; Grand 
IMlgedo. 

Our understanding of the matter is, that it requires ns 
many to tDOrk as it does to open.-MoBBIB, .Am. F. M., iii., 26. 

CANNOT WoBK UNTIL THEm 0PPICEBS ARB bsrALLEn.-In 
the absence of any particnlar regulation, it may be considered 
unnecessary for the officers of a lodge under dispensation to 
be installed, or for it to be "set to work" with any formalities, 
other than those attending the ordinary opening and working 
of a lodge. But after a charter is granted to a lodge, pre
viously working under a dispensation, it cannot work, ot 
even meet, as a lodge, until it has been regnlarly constituted, 
and its officers installed. The dispensation expires with the 
closing of the Grand Communication at which the charter is 
voted. A lodge cannot commence work under its charter 
until it has been dnly constituted. The petitioners can pre
viously meet, simply as masons, and not as a lodge. 

No lodge is authorized to commence work under its char
ter, until the officers thereof have been regularly installcd.
Consts. Ohio, Indiana, Nebraska. 

Any lodge who shall receive a charter, shall have their offi
cers regnlarly installed before they proeeed to work w1dcr 
the charter.-Const. Ky. 

Caunot do any thing as a lodge until constituted, and officers 
installed.-F. M. Knm, 1853. 

A new lodge, after having its charter granted, cannot con
fer degrees until the officers are regularly installed.-Ht:s
·nARD, Ohio, 1853. 

After a dispensation has been returned to the Grand Lodge, 
and a charter granted, a lodge cannot work until the officers 
are installed.-MoBBIB, Am. F. M., iii., 177. -

\ 
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Who Call Preaide. 

The " General Regulatiom," ofl723, provide that, in oaae of 
sickness, death, or necessary· absence of the Master, the Senior 
Warden acts as Master pro tempore, if no brother he present 
who was Master of that lodge before. In the latter case, the 
absent Master's authority reverted to the last Master then 
present; though he could not act until the Senior Warden
or, in his absence, the Junior Warden-had congregated the 
lodge. 

Subsequently, in this country at least, when the Master was 
absent, only a Past Master could confer degrees, though a 
Warden might presi4e over all other transactions. This is 
still the rule in several jurisdictions, as may be seen below; 
though some simply require that a Past Master be present at 
the time. 

The rule, however, that now most generally prevails is, that 
in the absence of the Master, the Seniox: Warden, and, in the 
absence of both, the Junior Warden succeeds to all the pow
ers and privileges of the Master; and may congregate the 
lodge, preside, and confer degrees, the same as the Master 
could, if present. 

Though there is a show of authority for saying that, in the 
absence of the Master and Wardens, a Past Master may open 
the lodge, and preside, yet it seems to be the better opinion 
that, in such a case, the lodge cannot be opened, except by the 
Grand Master or his Deputy. 

It is competent for the officer lawfully entitled to preside, 
whether Master or Warden, to call to the Chair any master 
mason; and such master mason may then preside, and confer 
degrees, and such work will be legal and regular j the pres
ence and consent of the one lawfully entitled to preside being 
sufficient to establish its legality and regularity. 

A Warden can, according to the regulations, preside, and 
confer degrees, though he have never taken the degree of 
Past Master.-ANDBRSON, G. M. 111., 1855. Grand Lodge do. 

'* 
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Each lodge having a provision iQ. its by-laws, giving au
thority to any Past Master, or any other person, to preside in 
the absence of the Master, Senior or Juuior 'Varden, is re· 
quqed to strike ont the same.-.Re~. Ill., 1856. 

We think the Senior, and, after him, the Junior 'Varden, 
succeeds to all the duties of the Master in hiR absence.
llATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. , J. W. S. MrTCHELL, 1856. 

In the absence of the Master, the Senior Warden, and, in 
_the absence of both, the Junior Warden has the right of pre
siding. I can find no warrant for the rule that permits a Past 
Master to preside in the absenqe of the Master and both War
dens. The power of congregating the lodge, in the absence 
of the Master, has always been confined to the 'Vardens; and 
it seems to me that, when both the Master and 'Vardens are 
absent, although a Past Master may be present, the lodge can
not be opened.-MACKEY, P. M. L., 279. 

The Senior or Junior Warden succeeds to all the powers, 
and performs all the duties of his principal, in his absence, 
whether a Past Master is present or not.-Moarus, Am. F. M., 
ii., 97 

The Senior Warden, though he has not taken the Past Mas
ter's degree, can confer degrees in the absence of the Master. 
-Wis., 1858. 

Brother MACKEY considers the decision of the Grand Master 
of Illinois (see preceding paragraph) to be very proper, as 
the proposition would be a manifest interference with the 
constitutional rights of the Wardens, who are entitled, virtuU: 
officii, to preside in the absence of the Master.=--8. C., 1855. 

Whenever the office of Master of a lodge becomes vacant, 
the duties of Master devolve on the Senior Warden; but if 
the Senior. Warden declines to preside, on the plea of want of 
qualification or other cause, then it is the duty of the Juni.'lr 
Warden to take the gavel, and· preside as Master o,f the lodge, 
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in pre~~e~ of the &>nior Warden, as well as in his absence. 
-RicE, D. G. M. Ga., 1856. 

The usage is well established that the Warden succeeds to 
the duties of the Mafttcr iL his absence. He cannot be super
seded by a resolution or by-laws of a lodge. He derives his 
authority from ancient usage, which cannot be changed by 
any regulation of a subordinate lodge.-GaAY, C. F. C. oJ 
Miss.,1852. 

The Constitution of INDIANA provided that no lod~e, in the 
absence of the Master, shall initiate, craft, or raise, unless a 
Past Master be present presiding. In 1852 the Grand Master 
recommended, and a committee approved the recommenda
tion, that this be stricken out, as being in contravention of 
the .Ancient Constitutions. The Grand Lodge adopted the 
recommendation.-G. W. C. 

The Wardens are to perform all the duties of the Yaste:.- in 
his absence.-C. F. C. of N. C., 1851. 

It has been the invariable practice, in this jurisdiction, so 
far as we are informed, for the Senior Warden, in the absence 
of the Master, to assume the station, and perform all the du
ties devolving upon the Master, and we see no reason why 
the cnstom should be changed.-C. F. C. of R. I., 1850. 

They (Ohio) propose,to adopt a rule, that "no lodge, in the 
absence of the Master, shall initiate, craft, or raise, unless a 
Past Master be present, and presiding." This is unendurable. 
Why does the Installation Charge to the Senior Warden tell 
him that, "in the absence of the Master, he is to succeed him 
in higher duties?" (Craftsmo,n, p. 105,) and "to govern the 
lodge." (PRESTON, p. 88; Caoss, p. 74; WEBB, p. 99.) 

We think 1tle SeLior, and, after him, the Junior Warden, 
supceeds to all the' duties of the Master, in his absence. In 
our opinion, they can confer the degrees without calling in a 
Past Master.-llATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1850. 

We think it no objection to a Warden's acting as Master, 
yro tem., in conferring degrees, in the absence of the Master, 
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that be bas- not received a Master's installation, I¥>r the Paat 
Master's degree in a chapter.-Ib. 

No mason, below the rank of an installed Master, can ini· 
tiate, pass, or raiae.-F. :&1., Loodo11, 1837, p. 554. lb., 
1841, p. 128. 

A Master cannot resign his chair, unless to a Master or 
Past Master.-.lb., 1842, p. 470. 

Wardens are now allowed to preside, and confer degrees, 
in the absence of the Master, and without regard to the pres· 
ence of a Past Master.--C. W. MooRE, 1849. 

A. Senior Warden, who has not taken the Past Mal!ter's de
gree, can confer the degrees in the absence of the Mastcr.
Wis., 1854. 

In the absence of the Master, the Senior and Junior War
dens, according to rank, succeed to the duties of his station. 
-Const. Neb. 

The Master and Wardens of lodges are forbidden to invito 
· any one to preside over their lodges, or confer degrees, who 
is not a Present or Past Master. In the absence of the Master 
and Wardens, the lodge cannot be opened, except on funeral 
occasions, unless by dispensation. In the ahson<'e of the 
Master, the Wardens succeed to his duties, nnd may preside, 
confer degrees, and transact business, even if they be not 
Past Masters. A Master cannot deputize a Past Master to 
open the lodge in his absence, to the exclusion ·of a regular 
Warden present.-Reg!. Miss. 

The Senior Warden has the right to preside in the al>sence 
of the Master, if there are Past Masters present who are act· 
ually Past Masters of a lodge.-BROwN, Com. Fla., 1854. 

In the Grand Lodge of lLt.mois, 1854, th~ acting Gnmd 
Master (ANDERSON) decided a resolution out of order, wllich 
was offered to express the opinion that Wardens shall not bo 
competent to confer any of the degrees of Masonry. 

In the absence of the Master, have the Wardens a legal 
right t~ confer the degrees in Masonry? Yes.-Com.IA., 1855. 
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The Senior Warden succeeds to and exercises all tha pow. 
ere of the Master in his absence. The Junior Warden exer
cises all the powers of the Master, in the absence of the two 
officers above him.-Stmu.lard By-Law of N. Y., 1858. 

In case of the death, absence, or inability of the Master, or 
a vacancy in his office, the Senior and J uuior Warden& will, 
in succession, succeed to his prerogatives and duties for all 
purposes.-Const. N. Y. 

In the absence of the Master from any communication of 
any lodge, the officer present highest in rank shall preside, 
unless, through courtesy, he decline in favor of a past supe
rior officer.-Const. Ala. 

In the absence of the Master, the Senior and Junior War
dens, according to rank, shall succeed to the duties of his sta. 
tion.-Consts. Ohio and lndiaoo. 

It is lawful for a brother, who is not a member of any lodge, 
to preside and confer degrees, provided he is a Past Master, 
and does so at request of the Master, or, in his absence, the 
Senior or Junior Warden present.-HuBDARD, Ohio, 1851. 

The Senior or Junior Wardens of a lodge have the right to 
confe~ degrees, there being no Past Master prcscnt.-lb. 

In the absence of the Master, the Senior Warden, and, in 
absence of both, the Junior Warden, shall exercise all the 
powers of the Master, except conferring degrees, unleas he 
be a Past Master.-.Del., 1858. 

Can a Senior or Junior Warden, who has not taken the 
degree of Past Master, preside and confer degrees in the 
lodge? We think he cannot. If degrees are to be conf.:.rred, 
the oldest Past Master, or the Master of another lodge, if 
present, should be called upon to preside, when the Warden 
is not a Past Master.-lliswELL, C. F. C., Vt., 1851. 

Is the right of Junior Warden to preside in absence of his 
superior offioors. May call Past Master to do so if he pleases. 
Presiding officer is, rk facto, .Master for the time being, and 
has all the authority of such.-GEDGB, G. M. La., 1852. 
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The Senior \Varden, and after him the Junior \Varden, suc
ceeds to all tlw duties of the Master, in his absence.-C. F. C., 
N.H., 1852. 

The Senior or Junior Warden, when he succeeds to the 
chair, has the power to confer degrees, aa the Master might 
do if presm1t.-Res. Ind., 1858. 

No lodge, in the absence of the Master and Wardens, shall 
initiate craft, or raise a candidate, unless a Past Master i<> 
present to preside.-Consts. Mass., Maine, Wis., Neb. 

No subordinate lodge, in the absence of the Master, Sl1all 
initiate, craft, or raise, unless a Past Master is present.-Const. 
N.H. 

In the absence of, vacancy in the office, or inability of the 
Master, the Senior and Junior \Vardens will, in succession, 
succeed to his prerogatives and duties, for all purposes. In 
the absence of all three of the above-named officers, the lodge 
may be opened by one of its Past Masters.-Const. Min. 

No lodge shall be opened for the transaction of business in 
the absence of the Master and Wardens, unless there be a 
Past .Master present to preside.-Consts. Mo., Kansas. 

A Worshipful Master has no right, on leaving the chair, to 
delegate a brother Past Master to it for a series of meetings. 
The Senior Warden must by right occupy it, or, in his ab
sence, the Junior \Varden, or, in the absence of both., the old
est Past Master present.-MoRRIS. 

Can a Senior Warden, in the absence of the Master, confer 
the Master's degree? Ans. He can. While occupying the 
chair, he is, to all intents and purposes, Master.-lb. 

The acts of a meeting duly summoned, but at which neither 
Master nor Warden are present, are illegal, and of no effect. 

. I regard the presence of the Master or a Warden to be as 
essential to the forming or opening of a lodge, or the transac
tion of business therein, as a charter, a Bible, or a square, and 
esteem work done in the absence of them as irregular and 
unauthorized.-G. M. Ky., 1857. 
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In the absence of the M&Ster and both Wardens, c.an a lodge 
be legally opened? We are of opinion that it cannot; but 
there is a show of authority for saying that the last Past Maa
ter of the lodge, or, in his absence, the senior Past Master, 
may open it. There is a difference of·opinion among masonic 
writers upon this laUer point, and we can only say that, in 
the absence of the Master and both W ardeus, it is doubiftd 
whether a Past Master of the lodge can legally open it; but 
no Master, Past Master, or ·wardens of any other lodge, can 
legally open it. They have no more authority for doing it, 
than they have to open a lodge in any other place they please. 
By the charter, the power is granted to the Master and War
dens only, and if they are absent, we cannot see why it is not 
in effect an absence of the charter. Brother MooRE, of the 
Freemason's MagaZine, advises the members" to go home," if 
the Master and Wardens are all absent, and look out that at 
the next election they elect officers that will attend to their dutie1. 
We think brother Moo.aB is right.-CaAsE, Mas. Jour., 1855. 

No person can occupy the chair in the absence of the Mas
ter, except one of his Wardens, or some Past Master. When 
a Past Master presides, the lodge must be summoned by the 
Master or Senior Warden; in his absence, or, in the absence 
of both, the Junior Warden, under whose authority the Past 
M&Ster officiates.-Res. Ala., 1849. 

A Master cannot authorize or deputize a Past Master to open 
the lodge in his absence, or conduct its labors, to the exclusion 
of a regular Warden present, as the Warden succeeds to all 
the duties of the Master in his absence.-C. W. MooRE. · 

In the Master's absence, tho immediate Past Master, or, if 
he be absent, the senior Past Master of the lodge present, 
shall ta\te the chair. And if no Past Master of the lodge be 
present, then the Senior Warden, or, in his absence, the 
Junior Warden shall rule the lodge.*-Const. Eng. 

• The preceding clause proyides that In case the }Jaster •hnll die, be removed, 
or be Incapable or dtscbarglng the dntle. or his office, the Senior Warden, tbe 
Junior Warden, tbe immediate Past Master, ,;r the senior Past Master (In order) 
aball act as Haster, In summoning the .Jodgo, nntll tbe next elecl.ion or oiDcers .. -
Q.W,C. 
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In the Master's absence, the immediate Past Master, or, if 
he be absent, the senior Past Master of the lodge present, 
shall take the chair. If no Past Master of the lodge be pres
ent, then the Senior ·warden, or, in his absence, the Junior 
Warden, may rule the lodge, but cannot confer degrees. A 
Past Master of any other lodge, present at the meeting of a 
lodge, may be invited to officiate as M.!'ster, and may confer 

egrees, or perform any other ceremony.-Cot~st. Ca. 

None but present or Past Masters, or the Wardens of a 
lodge, can preside over a lodge. 'fhe Warden of another 
lodge, as such, cannot. He must be a Past Master. To en
title any one else than the regular Master or Wardens of a 
lodge to preside in it, the lodge must be called together by 
the Master, or, in his absence, the Wardens in succession; 
and the chair can only be taken on their invitation.-C. F. C. 
of Ga., 1851. 

The Master or Warden must himself first open the lodge, 
before he can put another person in the chair. It follows, that 
a lodge cannot be opened unless one of tlwse officers is pres
ent, except by the authority of one of the elected Grand of
ficers in behalf of the Grand Lodge, acting officially in her 
)lame.-C. F. C. of N. Y., 1852. 

If the Master and Wardens are absent, a Past Master may 
open the lodge, if he .can come legally into possession of the 
charter; otherwise, not.-MoRRis, Am. F. M., ii., 115. 

In the absence of the Master and Wardens, if the Master 
leaves the charter in the lodge, or 'sends it to the lodge, then 
the oldest Past Maste'r of that lodge may take it, and go to 
work under it.-Ib., iii., 49. 

In the absence of the Master and Wardens, the lodge can
not be opened.--SwiGERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. SANDFORD, G. M. 
Ky., 1857. 

There can be no Master pro tern.; no one can open a lodge 
but the Master, or, in his absence, the Wardens, or a Past 
Master, if he be intrusted with the charter; but they do 110 
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in their official character, and not as the protem. of the Mas
ter. The brother appointed by the presiding officer, to fill an 
office for the time being, is an officer pro tem.-O'Snuv..ur, 
C. F. C., lifo., 1857. 

The conduct of the Past Master, (OrurooK, 1856,) who, in 
the absence of the Master and both Wardens, took the East, 
appointed proxies to the West and South, and proceeded to 
open a Master's lodge, &c., was an outrage upon all masonic 
authority and order. A lodge cannot be opened without the 
presence, at least, of one of the first three officers to whom 
the charter is granted, aud who alone Me its proper cus. 
todians. Past Masters, as Masonry is now regulated, have no 
more authority in a lodge than any other of its members, ex
cept by courtesy. Even under the Old Regulation of 1720, 
when it is said "the absent Master's authority reverts to the 
last Master then present," it expreBBly provides, "though he 
cannot act until the Senior Warden has once congregated the 
lodge, or, in his absence, the Junior Warden."-BRoWN, C. F. 
C. Fla., 1858. 

In 1853, the Grand Lodge of the DISTRICT OF CoLIDIBIA. de
cided, "that no lodge can be opened by any Past Master, nn· 
less with the coiiBent, and in the presence of some one of the 
three principal officers of said lodge, and that such Past Mas
ter must be one who derives that title from service as Master 
of a lodge in this jurisdiction." To this the C. F. C. of N.Y. 
(KING) says: "The principle laid down here, requiring the 
presence of one of the first three officers, we regard as 
eminently just and sound; yet, because a Past Master .has 
served in the chair of a lodge in another jurisdiction, we 
should not think him any the less qualified to perform the 
duties of the chair. * * * * In the absence of the Mas
ter, the Senior, and, after him, the Junior \Varden, succeeds 
to all the duties of the chair. Without one of these, it is our 
opinion, the lodge cannot be opened. 

The Grand Master of LouiSIANA (PERKINS, 1856) "fully 
agreed" with the Grand Lodge of D. C. 
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A lodge cannot be opened for business nnleBB at least one 
of the first three officers be present.-G. M.JA., 1857. La., 1857. 

The only safe rnle.-C. W. MooRE. 

The opening of a lodge, in the absence of all the officers, 
by a Past Master, is irregular. The charter of every lodge 
runs to its Master and Wardens and their successors in office, 
and no lodge can be rightfully opened when neither of these 
officers is present. A Past Master may, at the ca.ll of either 
one of the said officers present, and entitled to the chair, and 
after the latter has congregated tl1e lodge, take the chair, and 
open it; but he does it by no right as a Past Master, but by 
the courtesy and fraternal consideration of the officer of the 
lodge who thus calls upon him, and who has such right and 
privilege.-Flwt.EY, G. M. of D. C., 18.'>5. 

When the Master of a lodge is absent, his duty shall be 
performed by the Wardens in succession. If they should 
likewise be absent, the chair must be taken by a Past Master 
of the lodge; but, if no such Past Master be present, the 
lodge cannot be opened. The warrant of constitution is 
granted to the Master, Wardens, and tlreir successors in office, 
and to none else, and none else can lawfully act.-Const. S. C. 

No lodge shall be opened for the transaction of any business 
in the absence of the Master and Wardens, unless there be 
prese11.t a Past Master of the lodge to preside.--C011st. Ga. 

No lodge can be opened unless by the Master thereof, 
either of his Wardens, or some brother who, by service in 
th~ chair, has attained the degree of Past Master.-Const. D. C. 

It is highly improper to open a lodge iu the absence of the 
Master and both W ardens.-lU., 1856. 

If none of the officers be present, nor any Past :!.faster, the 
members, according to seniority, shall fill the chair, and shall 

, have all the rights of an installed .MastJr to fill vacancies.
Tenn., 1853. 

In tile absence of the Master, the Senior, and after him tile 
Junior Warden, succeed to the chair. Without one of these, 



it is our opinion the lodge cannot be opened. After being 
opened by one of these, a Past Master may preside.-Knro, 
C.F.C.of N.Y. 

A Past }.faster can only preside when the Master or one of 
the "\Vardcns is present, and opens the lodge; after which, he 
may call such a Past Master to the chair.-l'IKE, Ark. 

The Senior Warden succeeds to all the duties of the Alaster, 
and fills the chair in his absence. If the Alaster dies, leaves 
the State, or is expelled, the Senior Warden, or, in his absence, 
the Junior Warden, shall fill his place, until the next stated 
time of election. * * * * If neither the Master nor 
Wardens are present, the oldest Past Master of the lodge 
present takes the chair. Should there be no such Past Master 
present, the lodge cannot be opened, as none but the Master, 
Wardens, and Past Masters, can fill the chair.-D.AI.cno's Ahi
man Rezon, 1812. 

A lodge cannot do any business or work if the Master and 
Wardens are all absent.-J. W. S. MITCHBLL, 1855. 

In case of the absence of the Master and both 'Vardens, a 
lodge must be opened by a brother of the degree of Past 
Master.-Conn., 1858. 

In the absence of the Master, a Past Master of that lodge, 
or, in case of necessity, any other Past Master, may fill the 
chair; but the lodge cannot be. opened unless a Master or 
Past Master preside.-Const. Ire. 

In the absence of the Master and Wardens, a lodge cannot 
be opened, unless at the instance of the Grand Master c.r his 
Deputy.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1851. 

In the absence of the Master and Wardens of a lodge, if 
there be no Past Master present, the lodge cannot he opened, 
nor any work done; neither have the lodge any power to put 
any brother in the chair.-Com. Vt. 



Elicibility to OfB.oe. 

No brother can be elected Master of a lodge unless he has 
previously served as a Warden. The only exceptions allowed 
are :-In the case of a new lodge, and where, for good reasons, 
no one can be found to take the chair who has previously 
served as Warden. It is not necessary that the brother should 
have served aa Warden in that particular lodge, or in that 
particular State; or that such term of service should imme
diately precede his election to the East. It is sufficient if he 
has at any time previous been elected, installed, and served 
one term, in either the West or South of a chartered lodge. 
Service as Warden pro tempore, or as \Varden in a lodge under 
dispensation, is not sufficient to constitute eligibility. 

Any master mason, in good standing, and a member of the 
lodge, is eligible to any office in the lodge, except that of 
Master. No brother, below the degree of master mason, can 
be elected or appointed to any office in a lodge. With the 
exception of Tiler, (who may be a member of any other lodge, 
but must be a member of some lodge,) a brother can only hold 
office in the lodge of which he is at the time a member. 

No brother can be a Warden until he has passed the part 
of a fellow-craft; nor a Master, until he has acted as a War
den ; nor Grand \Varden, until he has been Master of a lodge. 
-Ancient Charges, IV. 

No brother is eligible to the office of Master of a lodge who 
bas not served acceptably as a Warden in some regularly
constituted lodge, under the jurisdiction of this or some other 
Grand Lodge, at least six months, except where a new loclge 
is to be formed, or where no such Warden can be found.
Comt. N.H. 

No brother ought to be elected Master of a lodge who has 
not served, at least one year, in the office of W a.rden.-Const. 
Mass., Wis. 

No member can be Master of a lodge 'unless he has previ
ously been installed, and served as an elected Warden for 



one year, except at the institution of a new lodge, when no 
Warden or Past Master is found to serve as Master.-Conat. 
of N.Y. 

No brother can be elected Master of a lodge who has not 
been elected and served as Warden of a lodge in this juris
diction, except in extraordinary cases, or at the formation of 
a new lodge, when no Past Warden, who is willing and qual
ified to act as Master, is to be found among the members.
Canst. Penn. 

No lodge shall-elect any member as its Master, except War
dens or Past Masters.-Const. Fla. 

No brother shall be eligible to the Mastership unless he 
has been elected and served in the station of Warden in some 
regular lodge.-Const. Ohio. 

No brother shall be eligible to the office of Master of a 
lodge unless he shall previously have been a Warden of a 
regular lodge, except in case of the formation of a new lodg~ 
when no past or former Warden <;an be found among its mem
bers.-Canst. Mich. 

No one can be Master of a warranted lodge (except at its 
first election) but a master mason, who shall have served as 
a Warden.- Canst. Min. 

The Ancient Regulations, requiring the Master to have served' 
as Warden, shall be strictly enfotced under this jurisdiction. 
-Canst. lO'IJXJ. 

No lodge shall elect for its Master any other than a War
den, Past Warden, or Past Master, who has served six months 
at least as such, unless from some cause the lodge should not 
contain members so qualified.-Const. Md. 

The service of one year as a Warden, required to make a 
brother eligible as Master, need not have been performed in 
the lodge over which he is chosen as Master.*-LBwls, G. M. 
(f{ N. Y., 1858. 

• Tbe cal!& ort.be oompllor 18 In point. PrevloUll ser.1ce In aootbor lodge as 
Warden, was considered solllcleot byllw., P.t.Br GIWID !Uftli:M, members of the 
lodge. -G. w. c. 



I am clearly of opinion that, as a matter of policy, we ought 
not to permit the installation of a brother as Master, until he 
has served as Warden. Your past action having indicated 
approbation of such a proceeding, I have myself installed, rui 
Masters, two who never filled, under an election, the office of 
W arden.-PERKINs, G. M. La., 1856. 

The principle that a neceSBary qualification of a Master of a. 
lodge is, that he must have previously served in the office of 
a Warde., is hereby approved by this Grand Lodge.-.Res. 
La., 1857. 

No brother shall be eligible to the Masten1hip, uulcss he has 
been elected, and served in the station of Warden, in some 
regular lodge.-Const. Ncb. 

None but those who have served one year as a Warden of. 
a lodge under this jurisdiction, are eligible to the office of 
Master, except in the case of a new lodge.-Reg. Miss. 

Such master having regularly served as 1Varden of a war
ranted lodge for one year.-Const. Eng. 

No brother can be Master until he has acted as Warden in 
some regular lodge.-Tenn., 1856; La., 1857. As a general 
proposition this is the opinion we entertain.-McConKLB, 
C. F. C. Ky., 1857. 

No brother is eligible to the office of Master, except he has 
been elected and installed as. a Warden of a regular lodge.
HuBBABD, Ohio, 1852. Cll17l. Juris. do. Grand Lodge do. 

It is unmasonic to elect to the oriental chair any one who has 
not previously served the proper time as Warden.-Min., 1855. 

A brother must have been elected and installed, before he 
can be recognized as the regular Warden of a lodge. Though 
a brother has served a full term as Warden pro tem., he is not 
eligible to the office of Master.-IIARrsocx, G. M. l01Dil, 1859. 

The true doctrine is, that no mason should be elected Mas
ter of a lodge until " he has acted as a Warden," mileBB in 
extreme oases, and then only by authority ~f the Grand 
Lodge.-0'8ULLIV.&.N, C. F. C. Mo., 1858. 
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.A member cannot be elected as Master, unless he baa pre
viously served as a Warden, except in a new lodge or other 
ease of emergency.-MAOKBT, P. M. L., 102. 

On general principles, as well as ancient usage and the gen
eral spirit of Masonry, no one should be considered eligible to 
be elected Master of a lodge, until he h:lB been elected to and 
served in the office of Warden.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rtv., xiv., 321. 

No brother can be elected or appointed an officer of a sub
ordinate lodge, unless he be a member of such lodge, except 
the Tiler, who shall, however, be a member of some lodge.-
Const. N.H. · 

Full membership in a lodge is necessary to constitute eligi
bility to office in a Grand or Subordinate lodge.-Const. N. Y. 

No brother can be elected an officer of a lodge until he has 
been three years a master mason.-Grand Lodge Hauover. 

No brother shall be eligible to hold the office of Master of 
a lodge for a longer period than two years in succession, nor 
shall he be re-elected, at any time afterwards, until at le:lBt one 
year from the expiration of his former Mastership.-Const1. 
England, Ireland. 

Every brother who has received· the said three orders of 
Masonry, (E. A., F. C., and M. M.,) and whv is not otherwise 
disqualified, is competent to be put in nomination for, and to 
be elected to the. Mastership, or any other office in a lodge.
Const. &otland. 

A master mason, not a member, is not eligible to the office 
of Master or Warden in a lodge.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1852. 

AJJ.y master mason in good standing is eligible to any office 
in the subordinate lodge of which he is a member . ..:..Res. 
Oregon, 1858. 

Holdina; more. th~m one 011loe. 

As a genera! rule, it may be considered irregular for a 
brother to hold more than one office in a lodge (Grand or Sub
ordinate\ at the same time. It is also well settled that a 



brother cannot hold the office of Muter or Warden of a sub
ordinate lodge, and that of Grand Muter, Deputy Grand 
Master, Grand Warden, or District Deputy Grand Master, at 
the same time. To the latter rule there are a few exceptiotiB, 
as will be seen below. 

A.s a brother cannot be a member of more than one lodge, 
at the ~rune time, and ns membership is neceBBary to cotiBti
tute eligibility to any office, except that of a Tiler, it follows 
that a brother cannot hold office in more than one lodge at the 
same time, with the above exception. In jurisdictions where 
petitioners for a dispensation for a new lodge are not required 
to file a demit from their old lodge with such petition, there 
is a seeming regularity in a brother's holding an office in both; 
but its propriety, if not its correctness, may well be questioned. 

The following constitutions contain provisions, in substance, 
as in the first paragraph above: MAINB, NEW HAl!PBIDRB, 

MABBACHUSE'n"B, llolld NEW JBBSEY. 

Electwn to an office in the Grand Lodge shall be no cause 
of disqualification from oolding an office in a subordinate 
lodge.-Comt. Ya. 

Nor shall any brother be an officer in more than one lodge 
at the same time, unless by special permission of Grand 
Lodge.-Const. Ire. 

No brother shall be Master of more than one lodge at the 
same time, without a dispensation from the Grand Master.-
Const. Eng. 

We are of opinion that if an officer in a chartered lodge be 
appointed an officer in a lodge under dispensation, he can 
legally perform both offices at one and the same time.-MoB
ms, Am. F. M., iii., 180. 

The constitutions do not prevent a member of a lodge from 
holding the offices of Treasurer and Warden or Deacon, in the 
same lodge.-F. M., London Qu. 1840-'54. 

In WISCONSIN, the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master 
cannot at the same time be Master or Warden of a subordi. 
nate lodge. 
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In MnurBSot'.l, the Grand Master cannot at the l!alll8 time 
be Master of a subordinate lodge. 

In MARYLAND, a Master or Warden of a subordinate lodge 
cannot at the same time hold any office in Grand Lodge ; and 
no brother can fill more than one Grand office at the same time. 

It is unmasonie for a Snbordinate or a Grand Lodge to elect 
a brother to office, while he continues a member of, or an of
ficer in, another Subordinate or Grand Lodge.-C. F. C. of R 
L, 1850. 

Oftl.cera cannot act as IIUCh 1llltU Installed. 

An ekded officer cannot act, as such, until he has been reg
ularly installed into his office. In the absence of particular 
or local regulations, we do not deem it essential that appointed 
officers be at any time installed. Such was the oldest usage 
in New England, and is the present usage in, at least, this 
jurisdiction. 

No officer of the Grand Lodge, or of any subordinate lodge, 
shall act as such until he is duly iustalled.-Const. Vt. 

No elected officer of the Grand Lodge, or of any subordi
nate lodge, shall act as such until he is duly installed.-Consts. 
R. 1., Me., Wis. . 

In MASSAcHUs&TTII, the rule is the same as in MAINL 

No officer shall enter upon his duties until he has been reg
ularly installed.-Comt. F7a. and Camt. PMn. 

No brother, either of the Grand Lodge or of a private 
l.:>dge, can be' recognized as an officer until after he is in
stalled.-Comt. 8. C. 

No Grand officer shall officiate in the station to which he is 
elected, until he has been legally installed.-Comt. Ind. 

No elected officer of the Grand Lodge, or of any private 
lodge, shall act as such until he is duly installed.-Const. Ky. 

Any lodge that shall receive a charter, ahall have their of
ficers regularly installed before they proceed to work under 
the charter.-Ib. 

5 
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Officers elect cannot do any busineBB, as such, until they 
are installed.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

· Officers elect cannot act until installed.-SwiGERT, G. M. 
Ky., 1858. 

No brother shall be allowed to perform the duties of any 
office to which he is elected, until he has been duly installed. 
-Res. R. 1., 1858. 

No officer can permanently take possession of the office to 
which he has been elected, until he has been duly installed.
'MACKEY, P. M. L., 104. 

In 1827, a committee of the Grand Lodge of MAINE -reported 
that, as the installation of the subordinate officers of a lodge 
-\vas "merely ceremonial," while in the case of a Master of a 
lodge the installation is" absolutely essential;" ergo, subor
dinate officers may enter upon the duties of the office to which 
they have been elected, or appointed, before they arc installed, 
while a Master elect caunot do so. [Report accepred.] 

No Master elect shall assume the Master's chair until he 
snail have been regularly installed, though he may in the in
terim ntle the lodge.-Const. Eng. 

IRREGUi.ARrrY, OR F kiLURE TO INSTALL OFFICERS, NOT FATAL.
! can hardly admit that a Grand body, masonically legal, is, In 
effect, destroyed by an e1·ror in the installation of its Grand 
officers; nor is it to be admitted tltat such would even be 
the result, if the. Grand officers were not installed at all. No 
such consequence naturally or necessarily follows, and we are 
not aware of any positive law which thus declares, ancient or 
modern.-TuCKER, 'G. M. Vt., 1852. 

Be-inat&llMion. 

As an officer holds his office until his succeBBor is elected 
and installed, and as one can hardly be said to be his own 
successor, if re-elected, we are of opinion that a re-installation· 
is unnecessary, unless one or more terms intervene between 
the present and the former election. The quite common 
usage, however, is to install as often as re-elected, though the 
practice is not universal. 
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·A Master re-elected, must be re-installed.-HUBBARD, G. M. 
Ohio, 1851. F. M. KINo, 1853. G. M. of R. 1., 1856. 

If the present Master is re-elected, he needs no more install
ation. Re-installation is unneceSBa.ry. If one or more terms 
intervene, he must be re-inducted.-GEDoE, G. M. La., 1852. 
N.Y. 

It has been supposed that when the Master of a lodge has 
been once regularly installed, he need not, upon a second 
election, be installed again.-ENoLISH, C. F. C. Ark., 1857. 

If re-elected, a re-installation is unnecessary and superflu
ous, though not illegal.-MoRRIS, Am. F. M., v., 92. 

An officer re-elected to the office in which he has just 
served one or more terms, need not be re-installed thereiu.-
8tandard By-laws Ky., 1854. 

The practice is common to re-install, but I consider it 
wholly unnecessary.-J. W. S. MrrCHELL, 1855. 

A re-installation is necessary if a term or terms has inter
vened; not otherwise.-LAWRENCE, Sig. and Jaur., 1856. 

Installing Ofli.oera by Proxy. 

Although the practice of installing officers by proxy has 
the authority of common custom for its support, it may well 
be doubted whether it is consistent with the principles which 
are acknowledged to lie at the foundation of Masonic Law 
and Jurisprudence. The arguments relied upon to support 
the practice, are equally legitimate when applied to amferring 
degrees by proxy. It is, therefore, a subject of congratulation 
that the practice is slowly, but surely, becoming obsolete. 

Iu case the Grand Master elect be absent at the time of 
installation, he may be installed by proxy ; and such proxy 
must be a Past Grand Master, or the senior Past Master pres
ent. . . . . . All Grand officers, elected or appointed, 
shall (if present, or, if not present, by some brother as their 
proxy,) be installed into office.-Const. Me. 

Absent officers may be installed by proxy.-Const. N. H. 



In. caae the. Gn.nd ~ter elect eannot atte.td. at the . time 
appointed for his instal11ltiOJI, he may be in11taHed by. proxy, 
on signifying his acceptance of the office; but such prvxy 
must be a Past Grand Master, or the senior Past Master pres
ent. The Grand Master, if present, shall install the elective 
officers and his Deputy. If absent, his proxy shall install the -
Deputy Grand Master, who shall install the remaining officers. 
The appointed officers may be installed by the Deputy Grand 
Master. In case of the absence of the Deputy Grand }faster, 
either of the Grand W ardims, the Grapd Treasurer, or Record
ing Grand Secretary, they may be installed by proxies, who 
shall be Past officers of corresponding i:ank; or Past Masters 
of subordinate lodges, and members of the Grand Lodge. 
The proxies of all other officers, except Grand Chaplain and 
Tiler, must also be members of the Grand Lodgc.-Const. Mass. 

In cases of sickness or necessary absence, the Grand Mas
ter, or any other Grand officer, may be invested by proxy.
Const. R.l. 

\ 
In NEw JERSEY, the Grand Master alone can be installed by 

proxy,· who must be a Past Grand Master, or a Past Master 
of very ancient and respectable standing. 

In case of sickness or necessary absence, the Grand Master, 
or any other Grand officer, may be ill8talled by proxy; but 
whoever represents them must have sustained the office to 
which such absent officer is to be installed, or such office as 
might have entitled him to fill the chair in the absence of the 
Grand Master.-Const. N. C. 

In case the Grand Master elect cabnot attend at the time 
appointed, he may be installed by proxy-such proxy being 
a Past Grand Master, or Past Deputy Grand Master.-Const. 
D. C. 

If any officer, elected or appointed, be absent at the general 
installation, the Grand Master shall appoint some suitable 
brother to install him at some other time and place-a report 
of which shall be made to the Grand Seeretary.-.lb. 
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In WIIIOONBIK, any officer of the Grand Lodge may be in
stalled by proxy. The proxy must be a Past officer of cor 
responding rank, or a Past Master, and a member of the Grand 
Lodge. The proxies for the subordinate offices, except Grand 
Chaplain and Tiler, may, however, be aimply members of the 
Grand Lodge. 

In MARYLAND, theOrand Master elect may be illBtalled by 
proxy, on signifying his acceptance of the office, aml his de- • 
sire to be so installed; but if any of the other Grand officers 
elect be absent, "the Grand Lodge shall appoint a time for 
their installation." 

.A regulation which seems to us to be of very doubtful pro
priety.-C. F. C. N. H., 1849. · 

The practice of installing officers by proxy is fraught with 
evils of no ordinary magnitude.-G. M. of Mo., 1848. 

Ordered, That the Grand officers appointed for the ensuing 
year, who are not preaent at this commllllication, be installed 
in the several lodges of which they are members, and that 
they furnish certificates thereof to the Grand Secretary as 
soon as may be convenient. [Passed.] . 

The above virtmillydenies the correctneBB of installing "by 
proxy;" and we are pleased to see that so respectable a Grand 
Lodge -as that of Maine has come out squarely against the 
unreasonable practice.-Mas. Jour., 1857. 

The Master of-- Lodge was installed by proxy, as I was 
informed. I unhesitatingly decided such installation a nulli· 
ty.-RQCKWBLL, D. G. M. Ga., 1851. 

In this State, a Master may· be, and sometimes is, installed 
by proxy: that il! to say, if elected when absent or sick.
HATCH, c. F. c. of N. Y., 1852. 

An installation by proxy of a Warden is regular, but it is 
recommended that it be not followed hereafter.-Lxw1s, G. M. 
of N. Y., 1858. 

Hereafter, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, aad 
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Masters of subordinate lodges, in no case, shall be installed 
by proxy.-.Ru. Fla., 1857. 

It has ever seemed wrong to us to install by proxy.-F. M. 
KING, 1851. 

A brother installed by proxy is no more bound to fulfill 
the pledges of his proxy, than a man is bound to pay a note 
signed for him by another party.-MORRIS. 

A feeble view of the duties of a Master or Wardens must 
that lodge have, that will install its officers by proxy.-Com. 
R.I., 1858. 

No officer under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge shall 
be installed by proxy.-Ru. R. I., 1858. 

The practice is wrong-decidedly wrong.-0. Moon, Mas. 
Rev., vii., 169. 

Who Can Install. 

The officers of a subordinate lodge can only be installed by 
a Past Master. After a Master has been installed, he has the 
right to install his subordinate officers. 

Any Past Master, if regularly invited, may install the of
ficers elect of a lodge, whether he be a member of that lodge -
or not.--SWIGERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

After the newly-elected Master of a constituted lodge is 
installed, he has the right to install his officers.-J. W. S. 
MrrcnELI., 1855. 

The right and authority to install resides in the consti
tuting power (Grand Lodge), represented by the Grand Master 
or his Deputy. When a lodge is constituted, it is invested 
with power of succession, of which election and installation 
is part. The power of election is in the lodge, and of installa
tion in the presiding officer, by authority conferred by charter. 
It is the right and duty of the presiding officer to install tho 
ofticers elect. lie has the right, because he is the presiding 
officer, and for no other reason. The Grand Lodge delegated 
the authority to the ojfiu, and not the individual. Whoever 
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Iilla tho office of lias tor at tho time of a certain act, i1:1 anthl\\·· 
ized to perform it, whether he be ndunl Master or filling thi> 
office p1·o tern., per reason of authority vested in the office. 
The Presiding Master must be a Past Master by office; other
wise he cannot qualify the Master elect. No Past Master has 

· an inherent right to install. In the absence of the Granll 
?.faster, his Dep\lty or Proxy, or actual Master of tho lodge, 
the right and duty of installing the Master elect is vested in 
the brother who filla the Master's chair at the time the cere
mony is to be performed.-GEDGE, G. !Jl. La., 1852. 

The Senior Warden has tho right to preside in the al.Jsenco 
of the Master, but is not competent to install tho Master elect, 
(unless he is Past Master by office,) and must call a Past Master 
(by office) to the .chair for the occasion.-Ib. 

The right of succession authorizes a Past Master of the 
.lodge to install. If there be none but the one to be installed,· 
there is no impropriety in his calling a Past Master of some 
other lodge, or in the Warden's doing it; but tho latter can
not himself install a Master.-F. M. KING, 1853.. 

We understatul that there is no general, fixed, and acknowl
edged rule of masonic law, as to what officers have the power 
to install, either tho officers of a Grand Lodge or those of a 
secular lodge. The subject is usually regulated by State Con· 
stitutions, regulations, or by-laws, according to the peculiar 
circumstances in which a State finds itself placed.-TucKER, 
G. M. Vt., 1851. 

Has a mere Warden or Past Warden authority to install a 
Master elect of a lodge, new or old? and can any by-law of a 
lodge authorize it? We think not. The installing officer must 
have been a Master.-llATcu, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. 

After tho officers of a lodge have been once duly installed, 
any Past Master may install their su.:cessors, without a proxy 
from the Grand Master.--HuBBARD, Ohio, 1852. Com. Juris., 
do. Grand Lodge do. 

Tho old Master of a lodge, so presiding, has the right to 
install the newly-elected Master. Then it is the prerogative 
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of the newly-installed Master· to install the other officers of 
his lodge; though he may waive the exercise of that preroga
tive, and request his predecessor or any Past Master to do it. 
·-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

It is usual for the retiring Master to install his successor. 
Any Past Master may perform that ceremony.-.A.NDERSON, 
G. M. Ill., 1855. Grand Lodge do. 

Tenure of 011lce. 

An officer in a Grand or Subordinate lodge, when du1y in
stalled, holds his office until his successor is imtalled. 'fhis 
ia distinctly declared in the following Grand Lodge Constitu. 
tions: -MAINE, NEw IIAliPSliiRE, MASSACHUSETTs, RHODE lsL· 
AND, NEW YoRII:, PENNsYLVANIA, souTH CAROLINA, GEoRGIA, 

FLORIDA, .A.L.ulAJIA, LoUISIANA, ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, WISCONSIN, 

MmsrssiPPI, MISSOuRI, TEXA.S, CALIFORNIA, OBEOON, K.A.l;s.u. 
and CANADA. · 

If an election was not had at the proper time, the officers 
last in office will continue to act.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

Installed officers act until others are constitutionally elected 
and installed.-SwiGERT, G M. Ky., 1858. 

The rule of the craft is, that the old officer holds on until 
his successor is installed ; and this rule applies to officers of 
every grade.-MACKEY, P.M. L., 104. 

Resia;nina 011lf~e. 

After a brother has been installed into an office, he cannot 
resign such office during tl10 term for which he was elected, 
or appointed. .A. brother may be demitted during his term of 
office, (for the purpose of removing out of the jurisdiction, or 
other good cause,) and thus his office become vacant, but it is 
generally held that he cannot resign. .A.n office may be va
catid by death, or removal from the jurisdiction, but not by 
resignaiion. 

The principal officers, elected and installed, cannot and 
ahou1d not resign.-IIUBBARD, G. M. Oltio, 1851. 
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No oeioer can resign hie offioe after he baa been inetalled.
lUCDY, P. M. L., 120. 

The Master and W ardene of every warranted lodge, if in
stalled, cannot resign.-Const. N. Y 

No officer can resign his office after be is inetalled.-Comt. 
s. c. 

You cannot resign during your year of offioe.-Ed. Lon. F. 
M. Mag., 1858. 

The Wardens or officers of a lodge cannot resign their of. 
fices unless for a cause which appears to the lodge to be 
suffic\ent.-Comt. Ca. 

In KENTuCKY, the doctrine has always been that the Master 
of a lodge cannot resign his office, or demit from the lodge of 
which he is the Master, until his successor is duly elected and 
installed.-MoRRIS. 

It is not competent for a Warden to resign during his term 
of office.-Com. Juris., Ohio, 1857. 

It is an established law in Pennsylvania, that neither the 
Master nor Wardens of a lodge can resign during the term 
for which they were elected.-Min. and Ky., 1857. 

Neither the Master nor Wardens, tclten once installed, can 
resign their stations. If the Master dies, is absent, or re
moves, the Wardens succeed to the duties until the regular 
time of election, if the absence be permanent ; but, if a War
den's station is made vacant by death or removal, a dispensa
tion may issue to authorize an election.-RocrrwEI.L, .D. G. JJf. 
Ga., 1851. 

We think he (RocKwELL) is right in his decision.-HATCH, 
C. F. C. of N. Y., 1852. 

Neither of the first three officers of a subo~dinate lodge can 
resign during the term for which they were elected.-Res. lll., 
1854. We cordially assent to the principle.-C. F. C. Tuas, 
1855. In accordance with what we have been taught.~ BAR· 

BU, C. F. C • .Arll., 1856. 
5* 



Being made Master of a lodge ought not to deprive a Mas
ter of any of those rights which he enjoyed as a mason, among 
which is the right to change his location; to remove from the 
jurisdiction of one lodge to that of another; and with his 
change of location to change his membership, which can onl.)' 
be done by demitting from the lodge of which he is a mem 
ber.-Ind., 1856. 

Masters or Wardens cannot make a vacancy in their offices 
by resigning before the close of their constitutional term, or 
by demitting to join another warranted lodge in the jurisdic
tion.-LEWIB, G. M. of N. Y., 1858. 

We do not deny the right of a Master of a subordinate 
lodge, or a Grand Master either, to change his location. And 
on such change we would not withhold from him his demit. 
Although the word resign is found in the Regulations of the 
Grand Lodge of England, we prefer the doctrine of this Grand 
Lodge, that a Master cannot resign. The Old Regulations 
provide that in case he die, &c., the Senior Warden shall fill 
his place until the next election. This itself implies that the 
power of the Master elect is continued in the person of the 
Senior Warden. But to 1·esign implies the putting off his 
power, so as to render necessary a new election. It destroys 
or annuls this power for the time, while in the other cases his 
power is continued-kept aliYe in the person of the Senior 
Warden.-L.A.WRENcE, C. F. C. Ga., 1856. 

The Grand Lodge of INDIANA, (1855,) in adopting a report, 
affirmed that a Master of a subordinate lodge could not demit. 

'!'he Committee of MARYLAND (C. F. C., 1855) deny the right 
of Grand officers to resign. To this MELLEN (C. C. F. Mi~., 
1856) says : " This is not a landmark, and the history of Ma
sonry shows many resignations. It is a matter open to reg
ulation in each jurisdiction. Our constitution expressly forbids 
the resignation of officers of subordinate lodges. We think 
it has been generally understood that the Grand ofbcers could 
not, but we are inclined to a different opinion." 

No officer of any subordinate lodge shall· resign his offioe 
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or demit during the period for which be shall have been 
elected and installed.-Const. Miss. 

No officer can resign his office after he is installed.-DALCBo. 
MACXEY, P.M. L .. , 120. 

I cannot see how such resignation could be permitted, it 
the ceremony of installation is properly performed.-MAcUY. 

H an officer cannot resign his office after his election, we do 
not see how he can resign~hls membership during his term 
of office ; for the latter would necessarily carry with it a res
ignation in the former. * * * We are not acquainted 
with any ancient rule or usage, of general application, that 
denies the right of a member to demit from the lodge, or to 
resign his place as an officer. * * * Where, by a rule of 
the Grand Lodge, or of the by-laws of the lodge, an officer is 
denied the right to resign his place before the expiration of 
his' official term, he cannot evade the obligation of the rule by 
the resignation of his membership. But where no such rule 
exists, he may resign his office, or his membership, or both: 
The general requirements of the order having been complied 
with.-C. W. MOORE. 

'rho opinion that officers cannot resign is an erroneous one. 
It is a question of local law, and not a landmark nor ancient 
usage.-MELLEN, Acacia, 1856. 

The Master of a subordinate lodge cannot resign his office. 
The principal officers, elected and installed, cannot and should 
not resign. In case of a desire to remove to a foreign coun
try, it would be proper for a Master or Warden to demit 
during his term of office. Resignation of installed officers 
is unmasonic.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1851. 

The Master or Wardens of a lodge, in case of their perma
nent removal from the jurisdiction, are entitled to a demit.
Res. Miclt., 1859. 

There is no provision for allowing the resignation of any 
officer ; but they shall remain in office until their successors 
shall be duly elected.-La., 1855. This, we believe, is the 
settled law upon the subject.-BIDCII:, C. F. C. Ohio. 



The Master of a subordinate lodge bas the right to resign 
or demit.-Rta. Ind.; 1856. We dissent from the doctrine.-
BA..BBER, C. F. C . .Ark., 1856 . 

.A lodge has not the power to demit its ~Iaster.-IQt.Ca, 1868. 

The writer, while Master of a lodge, (among whose mem· 
bers were three Past Grand Masters,). was demitted before the 
expiration of hill official ter.m.-:G: W. C., 1857. 

Incorrect to grant the Master a demit.-Ky., 1857. 

In this juriadictfon the doctrine has always been, that the 
Master of a lodge cannot resign his office, or demit from the 
lodge of which he is the Master, until his successor is duly 
elected and installed.-:-M<--GonKLE, C. F. C. Ky., 1857. ' 

No officer can resign or demit during his term of ofticc.
.Ark., 1853. 

We do not know of any thing to forbid a lodge from demit
ting one of its officers, unless its Grand Lodge has forbidden 

•it by edict.:-Monnrs, Am. F. M., ii., 66. 

No officer, duly elected and installed, can resign his office 
during the term thereof, save by demitting.-Standzng By
Laws K:y., 1854 . 

.An officer duly elected and installed cannot resign.-l!on
JUS, Am. F. M., iv., 45. 

We believe that a Master can resign his office, or demit,-
C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., xv., 186. . 

Vacancies in ~oe . 

.An office may be vaca~d by death, permanent removal 
from the jurisdiction, or expulsion. In case of a vacancy in 
the office of Master, the Senior Warden succeeds to the chair, 
and fills the West by pro ttm.. appointments. If both offices 
be vacated, the Junior Warden succeeds to the chair, and fills 
the West and ·South by pro urn. appointments. If the first 
three offices should all be ·vacated, the Grand Master, or Grand 
Lodge, may issue a dispelltl&tion for a new election ; but, in 
our opinion, no such new election .can be had so long as one 



of the Wardens remain to fill the chair. A vaoallcy in any 
other elective office, except that of Master, may be filled at 
any time by a dispensation for that purpose, and in no other 
way, until the next stated time of election. Vacancies in ap
pointed offices may be filled at any time by the appointing 
power. 

On. the death, resignation, or removal from the common
wealth, of any elective Grand officer, the Grand Lodge may be 
convened for the purpose of filling the vacancy by election.
Const. Penn. 

In case of the death of tho }[aster and Wardens, or their 
removal from the jurisdiction, the Grand l\[aster may, by dis
pensation, permit a special election, to fill their places until 
the next stated election.-.lbid. 

If the Master and both Wardens should die, be expelled, or 
leave the city or state, not to return, a new election can be 
held under a dispensation from the presiding Grand officer. But · 
if either of them remain, no election can be held.-Const. 8. C. 

A vacancy in any other office than that of Master, may be 
filled at any regular communication after its occurrence ; but 
no election for Master can bo held at any other time than at 
the annual stated period, except in case of death, expulsion, 
or removal from the jurisdiction of the Master, and a vacancy 
in the office of the two Wardens, when the Grand Master may 
issue a dispensation for a special election for all said officers. 
-Const. D. C. 

A lodge may fill vacancies in office, except those of Master 
and Wardens, by ballot, at any stated communication, upon 
full notice to the members; but in ease of vacancy in the of
fice of Master, an election can only be held by virtue of a dis
pensation from the Grand Master.-Const. N. Y. 

A lodge may fill vacancies in office, except those of Master 
and Wardens, (as their by-laws may prescribe,) at any stated 
communication, upon full notice to the members.-Const. Minn. 

Vacancies in all the offices of a lodge, except the Master and 
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Wardens, can at any time be filled in the usual mromer.-Ra. 
lll., 1853. 

In 1853, the Grand Lodge of CALIFORNIA, by resolution, ap
pointed a brother Senior \Varden of a subordinate lodge to 
fill a vacancy occasioned by death. This the C. F. C. of N. Y., 
1854, (KING,) considered proper. 

Every vacancy (in subordinate lodges) shall be filled by 
appointment pi"O tern., until the regular period of election.
Const. Miss. 

When the Master of a lodge dies or resigns, or the office 
becomes otherwise vacant from any cause, the lodge may 
apply for a dispensation to hold an election to fill the vacancy, 
if, in the judgment of the officer to whom the application is 
made, an election is necessary. But a vacancy in the stations 
of Senior or Junior Wardens shall be filled temporarily 
by appointment by the Master or presiding officer. of the 
lodge.-Const. Ger. 

Vacancies in all the offices of a lodge, except the Master 
and Wardens, can at anytime be filled in the usual manner.
Reg.lll. 

The lodge having at its annual meeting chosen a Master 
·who proved to I.Je ineligible, I granted them a dispensation 
for the election of a .Master, and for filling any vacancies 
created by such an election.__.:.SHERBURNE, G. M .. Minn., 1856. 

The opinion that a lodge can fill a vacancy in the office of 
Master or "\Vardens, at any time between their elections, other 
than pro tem., we think wrong.-Com. R. 1., 1858. 

A vacancy occurring in the offices of Master or W ardeiiS 
cannot be filled, except at the time of the annual election, or 
by a dispeiiSation from the Grand Lodge.-Res. R. 1., 1858. 

When vacancies occur in any of the elective offices of a 
lodge, they must be filled by seniority, or pro tem. appoint
ments during the remainder of the term ; and no election can 
be held to fill them.-Ark., 1852. 

In c.ase of the death or removal of the Master, or either of 
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the Wardens, no election can be held to supply the vacancy, 
even by dispensation. Vacancies in any of tho subordinate 

. offices; my be filled by a dispensation from the Grand Master 
to hold m elec1on for that purpose.-MACKEY, P.M. L., 120. 

Whl_ ~ "' companion was elected High Priest of his chap
ter, while he was absent, and declined accepting, held, that it 
did not fall under the rule of succession, that the scribe could 

·not fill the office, and that tho chapter, ex necessitate rei, not
withstanding any by-law, was authorized to fill the vacancy 
by election, and without dispensation.-C. W. MooRE. 

The Junior Warden remains in the South, except in the ab
Bellce of the Master and Senior Warden, when he takes tho 
East. There is nothing said at his installation about his 
taking the West.-HARTSOCK, G •• Y:. lowa., 1859. 

An office can be vacated only by death, permanent removal 
from tho jurisdiction, or expulsion. Suspension does not va-
cate, but only suspends the performance of the duties of the 
office.-M.a.cx:EY, P.M. L., 120. 

When the Senior Warden succeeds to the chair, the Junior 
Warden does not succeed to the West.-lb., 127. 

While any of the three to whom the warrant of constitution 
has been entrusted, remains, no election can be held to fill a 
vacancy.-MACKEY, Mas. Mis. ii., 271. 

Vacancies in all other than elective offices may be filled by 
the Master, as occasion may require.-C. W. MooRE, 1849. 

An office once vacated, can only be filled in the way and 
manner provided by the regulations of the body. An officer 
cannot resign and accept his jewel at pleasure. A legal ex
pulsion vacates the office.-C. W. MooRE. 

Upon the removal or death of the Master, the Senior War
den succeeds to his offi~ial powers and duties ; next, (in their 
absence,) the Junior Warden. If a vacancy happens in all 
these offices by death or removal, tho last Master and mem
ber of the lodge may officiate protem., appointing a Junior and 
Senior Warden pro tem. If that cannot be done, the Grand 



Hester may appoint a aaitable Paet Master for Maeter, aDd 
brethren for Senior and JlUliorWardene, with power to aoi 
aocordingly.-HunBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

Elections. 

WHEN.-Elections can only be held at the time prescribed 
by the·Constitution or the By-laws. For good cause sho'wn, 
a Grand Master may, by common usage, permit a lodge to. 
hold an election at some other time than that prescribed as 
above. .A dispensation may also be granted to fill a vacancy 
in any elective office, except that of Master. [ ~e preceding 
Mion.J 

When elections are not complete, and, from some emergent 
cause, it may become necessary to postpone the work, the 
Master may, in his discretion, call the craft from labor, until a 
given period, to finish the work.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1851. · 

No ~ion of offioors can take place at any other time than 
that prescribed by the Grand Constitutions, or by the by-laws 
of the lodgo.-C. W. MooaE, 1849. 

If any lodge shall fail to elect its officers at the time desig
nated in the by-laws, the members will apply to the Grand 
Master for a dispensation to continue their work; or, if they 
wish no delay or suspension in their bnsineBB, the lodge can, 
by a unanimous vote, request the old officers to retain their 
stations, and hold over and work, until tho next annual .elec
tion.-B.wr, of N. C., 1858. 

No election can be held, except at the constitutional meet
ing for that purpose.-DALCIIO. 

When the election for the officers of a lodge is held at a 
different time from that prescribed .by the Constitution of the 
Grand Lodge, the election is null and void, and the persons 
elected cannot be installed.-RICE, D. G. M. Ga., 1856. ABKLL, 
C. F. C. Cal., 1858. . 

Whore ~t Master ruigned his office, and the lodge proceeded 
to elect the Junior Warden to the East, and a member to the 
South, and install them, it was held that Slloh election was 
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iUegal, and the officers above named were refnaed aeata in the 
Grand Lodge.:_La., 1856. 

The regular election of the ofticers of a lodge must be hald 
at the time specified by the Constitution.-HuBJWW, Ohio, 
1853. 

If an election was not had at the proper time, the oti.cen 
last in officu will continue to act.-lb. 

No election can be had to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
the death or removal of the Master, tmtil the regular time 
provided by the by-laws.-lb. 

Elections must be held while the lodge is at labor, and not 
when at refreshment.-SWIGERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

No election can be held for the officers of a lodge, except 
at the regular time specified in the by-lawe.-Tenn., 1856. 

No election for Master of a lodge can be held at any other 
time than the period of the annual election.-.&,. D. C., 
18U. Correct constitutional doctrine.-P AJmN, C. F. C. 
10100, 1850. 

A lodge failing to elect and install their officers at the proper 
time, must apply to the Grand Master, or to the District Dep
uty Grand Master, for authority to do so at some subsequent 
time.-SllrrH, G. M. ATk., 1856. 

Lodges are bound to eleCt their officers at the prescribed 
time; nor can they a~ticipate or postpone it, uuless by dis
pensation from the Grand Master.-MACKEY, P.M. L., 112. 

WHAT MAJORITY Is NECESSARY ro El.EcT.-The general usage 
seems to be, that a majority of an the ballots or votes are suf
ficient to elect to any office in a Grand or Subordinate lodge. 
In the election of Grand Lodge ofticers, the only exceptions 
are in the following jurisdictions: 

In MAIYE and }fAssACHUSETTs, two-thirds of all the votes col· 
lected are' necessary to a choice for Grand Master, Deputy 
Grand Master, and Grand 'Vardens; and a majority for the 
other elective officers. 
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In NoRm CAROLINA, two-thirds are necessary for Grand 
Master, and a majority for the other Grond officers. 

In WISCONSIN, two-thirds are necessary: for Grand Master 
an<l Grand Wardens, and a lll(\jority for the other elective 
officers. 

IN SuBORDINATE LoDGES.-'l'he by-laws of subordinate lodges 
usually prescribe the majority necessary to elect to the re
spective offices. In the absence of such regulation, a major
ity is sufficient.-G. W. C. 

MJsCEJ.LANEous.-In the opinion of your Committee, a ballot 
for the election of officers cannot be reconsidered.-Com. 
Corm., 1856. 

Where a resident of PENNSYLVANIA was elected Master of a 
lodge in NEw YoRK, it was held by the Grand Master of New 
York that the election was valid.-Mas. Mes., 1858. 

Removal of Lodges. 

A lodge cannot hold its meetings in any town other than 
the one specified in its charter, without permission from the 
Grand Lodge or Grand Master. A lodge cannot remove its 
place of meeting from one place to another, in the same town, 
without previous notice given to all its members, and at least 
a majority consenting thereto. 

No petition for the removal of a lodge from the place in 
which it is located shall be sustained in Grand Lodge, unless 
said petition is sanctioned by the District Deputy Grand Mas
ter of the district where said lodge is situated, and has the 
approbation of the lodge nearest the place where said lodge 
is intended to be held, unless such approbation be uurcason
ably withheld. Nor shall any lodge hold meetings, unless 
authorized by the Grand Master, in any town other than tho 
one designated in its charter, under the penalty of a forfeiture 
thereof.-Const. Me. 

Whereas disputes have arisen about the removal of lodges 
from one house to another, and it has been questioned in 
whom that power is vested; it is hereby declared, 'rhat no 
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lodge shall be removed without the Master's knowledge; 
that no motion be made for removing in the Master's absenee; 
and that, if the motion be seconded or thirded, the Master 
shall order summons to every individual member, specifying 
the business, and appointing a day for hearing awl tlct,:rmin
ing the affair, at least ten days before; and that the determin
ation shall be made by the majority, provided tho Master be 
one of that majority: But if he be of the minority against 
removing, the lodge shall not be removed, unless the majority 
consists of full two-thit·ds of the members present. lint if 
the Master shall refuse to direct such summons, l'ithcr of the 
Wardens may do it: And if the Master neglects to attend 
on the day fixed, the Warden may preside in determining the 
affair in the manner prescribed ; but they shall not, in the 
Master's absence, enter upon any other cause but what is 
particularly mentioned in the summons: And if the lodge is 
thus regularly ordered to be removed, the Master or 'Varden 
shall send notice thereof to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge. 
-G. L. Eng., 1738. 

K o lodge shall for the future be deemed rogularly removed, 
until the removal thereof shall be approvecl and alloweJ by 
the Grand Master, or his Deputy for the time being.-lb., 1754. 

Whenever the members of a lodge wish to remove it from 
one town to another, the Master shall summon every member 
of the lodge to attend a special meeting, for the express pur
pose of taking the subject of removal into consideration. 

If the lodge shall deem a rem<Wal of more than two miles 
from where they usually hold their meetings expedient, they 
shall present a petition for that purpose to the Grand Lodge, 
which petition shall be signed by not less than two-thirds of the 
members of the lodge desiring a removal, and shall be accompa
nied with certificates from the two nearest lodges, testifying 
their approbation of the proposed measure.-Const. N. R. 

In future, every petition for the removal of a lodge from 
the place where it is located, shall be in writing, sanctioned 
by the District Deputy Grand Master of its district, and ap
proved by the lodge nearest the place where it wishes to be 
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located, and, for want of the same, shall be dismiBSed.
Const. Yt. 

In MASSACHUsETTs, the constitutional provision is the same 
as in MAINE, verbatim, extept, in place of the words "unleiB 
such approbation be unreasonably withheld," are the words 
"the same to be signified, in writing, to the Grand Lodge." 

.A lodge may not remove its place of meeting from the city, 
town or village named in its warrant; nor from one place to 
another in the same city, town ·o1· village, except by a concur
rent vote of two-thirds of the members present at a meeting, 
to bo appointed by the summons to attend such meeting, 
stating· its object; and which summons must be served ·at 
least ten days previous to such meeting; and such removal 
from the city, town or village must receive the sanction of the 
Grand Master previous thereto.-Comt. N .. Y. 

The stated plaoo of met>ting of a lodge is commonly inserted 
in its warranl; llnt sbnulrl circumstances, at any one time, 
render such ~ place of meeting improper, the Master may 
convene the lodge ot Pome other place, if within the limits 
named in the warrant. But no lodge can be removed without 
the Master's knowledge, nor any motion made for that pur
pose, unless he be present. When a motion is made to 
change the stated place of meeting of the lodge, and is sec
onded by two members, a summons shall be issued to every 
member, stating the proposition for removal, and assigning-a 
day for hearing and determining-upon it; such summons to 
be issued at least ten days before the hearing; and upon such • 
special call, no other business than that designated shall .be 
entered upon. .A xnajority of two-thirds of the .members 
present shall be necessary to authorize such removal; Md, 
when resolved, immediate notice shall be given to the Grand 
Secretary. The minority xnay appeal from the vote of the 
lodge, directing such removal, and a hearing will be given to 
both ·parties in the Grand Lodge before such removal be coli-
firmed and registered.-Coost. Penn. - -

The constitutional regulation in RBoDB ISLAND is the same 
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as in MAINB, except that the approbation or the ~t ~e ill 
required, instead of that of the District Deputy Grand ~r. 

No motion can be made for the removal of a·lodge in the 
lllbsanoo of the Master. But if a motion be made while he ·ia· 
present tbr moving the lodge to some other more convenient 
place, within the district assigned by the charter, and the said 
motion be seconded and thirded, the Ma~~ter shall order sum
monses to every individual member of the lodge, specifying 
the business, and appointing a time, not les& than ten days 
distant, for discussing and determining thereon. And if, on the 
ultimate vote, the Master is not of the majority, the lodge 
shall not be removed, unleBB two-thirds of the members pres
ent vote for such removal. But if the Master refuse to direct 
such summonses to be issued, then either of the Wardens 
may authorize the same; and if the Master neglects to attend on 
the day therein appointro, the lodge may, under the direction 
of the ·warden, proceed to a decision. If the lodge thus reg
ularly decide on a removal, the Master or Warden shall send 
notice to the Grand Secretary, that such removal may be re
cnrdod in the books of the Gran<t Lodge.-Const. Va. 

The constitutional provision of Nonm CAROLINA is almost 
t1erbatim as above, except that nothing is said as to where the 
remonl shall be be made. 

No lodge shall change its place of meetings from one village, 
town, city or county, to another, without first obtaining per· 
mission from the Grand Lodge.-Comt. Fla. 

No lodge shall be removed from the place where it is lo
cated, except by the consent of the Grand Lodge, upon peti
tion by a majority of the members of such lodge, or by per
miBBion of the Grand or Deputy Grand Master, given upon 
like petition, in cases of emergency, during the receBB of the 
Grand Lodge.-Const. Ala. 

The Constitution of MINNESOTA provides that no lodge shall 
remove its pla.oc of meeting from the city, town or village 
:oamed in its warrant, nor from one place to another in the 
laDle city, &c;, without the concnrrent vote of tWo-tilirds of 
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the memoers at a stated meeting, or at a meeting specially 
convened by summons, stating the object, &c., and the sano
tion of the Grand Lodge or Grand Master thereto. 

Before the vote of any lodge can be taken on its removal 
from the place mentioned in its charter, or the surrender of 
its charter, it shall be the duty of its Master to cause written 
notices to be delivered to each member of the lodge, if prao
ticable, setting forth the intention to remove or dissolve the 
lodge. Such notice shall be given at least one month before 
any vote is taken; but no lodge shall be removed without the 
approval of the Grand Master or Grand Lodge.-Const. Tenn. 

No lodge shall change its place of meeting from one vil
lage, town or county, to another, without having first obtained 
permission from the Grand Lodge.-Const. Md. 

Every subordinate lodge has a perfect right to hold their 
meetings in any part of the town specified in their charter as 
the location of their lodge, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Grand Lodge.-Res. Conn., 1852. 

No lodge has a right to rethove from the place named iu thu 
warrant, without the previous consent of the Grand Lodge.
HATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. 

If a lodge be held in .a place not authorized by its charter, 
the meeting is illegal, and its proceedings irregular.-C. W. 
MooRE, 1843. 

Where a lodge in TENNESSEE adjourned to the state of Vm
GINIA; and held a procession, and made masons, held, that such 
proceedings were in violation of all masonic custom, and in
tercourse was prohibited with those thus illegally made, until 
they were legally healed.-Va., 1842. The proceedings of 
VIRGINIA in the case are right.-C. W. MooRE, 1843 . 

.Any lodge may be removed from one house to another, 
within the same town or place, at the discretion of its mem
bers; but no lodge shall be removed without the Master's 
knowledge, nor any motion for removal be made in his ab
sence. If the motion be regularly made and seconded, the 
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Master shall order summonses to every member, specifying 
the business and time fot· hearing and deciding the question, 
at least one week previous. The majority shall determine the 
question, provided the Master bo one, otherwise two-thirds 
are necessary. If the }{aster refuse to issue summons, or at
tend, either Warden may do so.-Const. Eng. 

A lodge ehnlluot be removed from its usual place of meet
ing, unless by consent of a majority of its members, duly sum
moned at least one week previously for that special purpose, 
and sanctioned by Grand Lodge and tho recommendation of 
the provincial Grand Master.-Co11St. I1·e. 

The Grand Master may grant a dispensation for a lodge to 
remove its place of meeting witl1in a reasonable limit.-Swi
GEUT, G . .AI. Ky., 1858. 

No lodge can Lc rt'lffioved from the town in which it is sit
uated to any other place, \vithout the consent of the Grand 
Lodge. Dut 11 lodge may remove from one part of the town 
to another, with the consent of the memhers, under the follow
ing restrictions: the removal caunot Lc made without the 
Master's knowledge, nor can auy motion for that rmrpoRc be 
presented in his absence: 'Vhen such a motion is made, and 
pi·operly seconded, the Master will order summonses to every 
member, specifying the business, and appointing a day for 
considering and determining the affair. An!l if then a major
icy of the lodge, with the Master, or two-thirds, without him, 
consent to the removal, it shall take place; but notice thereof 
must be sent at once to the Grand Lodge.-MACKEY, P.JII. L., 
116. 

Property of B11spended and Extinct Lodges. 

'Vhen a lodge, for any cause, forfeits or surrenders its 
charter, all its jewels and other property immediately vest in 
its Grand Lodge. This is the general ru1e. Should the lodgo 
ever be resuscitated or reiustated, the same are usually re
turned to it. 

The Grand Lodgo takes possession of the warrant of consti
;;ution of an extinct lodge, as a matter of right. But the jew-
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els and other property it takes only for safe-keeping, and 
when it is revived, they will be restored, unless the lodge 
should be in arrears to the Grand Lodge.-8. C., 1824. On 
any lodge dissolving itself, the funds shall be deposited iu the 
hands of the -Grand Treasurer until such lodge shall be resus
citated.-lb., 1839. The Grand Lodge disapproves of any 
lodge making a distribution of its funds preparatory to surren
dering its warrant, as the said funds revert to the Grand Lodge, 
to be held in trust until said lodge be resuscimted.-!b., 1852. 

If any subordinate lodge under this jurisdiction shall see 
fit to surrender its charter, it shall be the duty of· the last 
Master, Treasurer, and Secretary of snch subordinate lodge, 
to deliver to the Grand Secretary, with tho charter, all the 
books, papers, jewels, and furniture of said lodge ; and. to 
pay to the Grand Treasurer the amount of funds remaining 
after the debts of said lodge ha'{c been liquidated. The 
funds, jewels, &c., thus surrendered, to be appropriated by 
the Grand Lodge as it shall deem proper fot· the interest of 
the institution.-Const. N. H • 
. The constitution of VERXONT presctibes that, when the 

charter of a subordinate lodge is forfeited, the District Dep
uty Grand Master within whose district it is located, shall de
mand and receive its charter, records, aud property, and 
deliver the same to the Gran.d Lodge. 

Every charter surrendered to the Grand Lodge, whether or 
not with tho intention of being resumed at a future period, 
shall be accompanied with the by-laws, records, seal, regalia, 
funds, and other property of the lodge, of every description. 
* * * * Every charter, when declared forfeited, shall be 
returned to the Grand Lodge, with the records, by-laws, seal, 
regalia, funds, and other property of the lodge, of every de
scription; and all members of a lodge who shall refuse to 
make such surrender, or who shall vote to divide the funds 
thereof among themselves, or to appropriate them in any 
other way than is herein designated, shall be liable to expul
sion from all the rights and privileges ofFreemasonry.-Con.<t11. 
Mas&. and R. L 
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The Constitution of ?llAINE contains the same provision, 
verbatim, except tho last clause, which reads, " shall be deemed 
guilty of a violation of tho rules and regulations of Masonry." 

Every charter, when declared forfeited, shall be returned 
to the Grand Louge, with the records, by-laws, seal, regalia, 
funds, and other property of the lodge, of every description, 
by the last Master and Treasurer thereof, and all members of 
such delinquent lodge or lodges who shall refuse to make 
such sun-ender, or who shall, by vote or otherwise, divide 
the funds runong themselves, or appropriate them to any 
other purpose than is herein designated, shall be liable to 
expulsion from all the rights and benefits of Masonry.-Const. 
R.I. 

Upon the demise of any lodge within the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Lodge, the laet Secretary and Treasurer of such lodge 
shall, within six months afterwards, sun-ender to the Grand 
Secretary the charter, books, papers, jewels, furniture, funds 
and other property of such louge. And it shall be the duty of 
the Grand Secretary to demand and receive, either in person 
or by proxy, from any person who may have possession of 
the same, the effects of all lodges whose charters may have 
been or shall become forfeited, annulled or revoked by the 
Grand Lodge; and any member of the fraternity who shall 
refuse to surrender the same, or any part thereof, when so 
demanded, shall be expelled from all the privileges of Mason
ry.-Const. Conn. 

The surrender or forfeiture of a warrant, when declared by 
the Grand Lodge, shall be conclusive upon the lodge and ita 
members, and carries with it. all the property of the lodge, 
which becomes the property of the Grand Lodge.-Consts. 
N. Y.,Minn. 

Upon the demise of any lodge within tho jurisdiction of tbl. 
Grand Lodge, the last Secretary and Treasurer of said lodge 
shall, within twelve months afterwards, suttender to the 
Grand Secretary the books, papers, jewels and funds thereof, 
to be deposited in the ru·chivett of tho Grand Lodge.-Coltlt. 
N.J. 

6 

• 
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. When a lodge is dissolved, it is the duty of the last Secre. 
tary and Treasurer, within three months after its dissoluti<;m, 
to surrender to the Grand Secretary the warrant, books and 
papers, jewels, furniture, and funds of such lodge ; and the 
last presiding officer is to transmit to the Grand Secretary nn 
inventory thereof, and be responsible for the execution of this 
article.-Const. Penn. 

When the determination of any lodge to return its charter 
shall be confirmed by the Grand Lodge, or when a lodge shall 
be declared dormant or extinct, the books, papers, funds, fur
niture, and every thing else belonging to such lGdge, should 
come under the control, direction, and safe-keeping of the 
Grand Lodge.-ConSt. Va. · 

Whenever any property, funds, furniture, &c., shall become 
forfeited to the Grand Lodge, the Grand Master sball· Jmvc 
power at his discretion to sell, lease or rent the same, or to 
loan to a lodge any part thereof, until the ensuing session of 
the Grand Lodge ; or he may restore such property on the 
revivalofa lodge.-Const. N.C. 

• In case of the suspeusion or demise of any lodgeJ the char-
ter, furniture, jewels, funds and property, shall be delivered · 
to such person as may be authorized hy the Grand Master 
to receive the same; the withholding or othet· disposal of 
such dfecta will subject the parties concerned to the severest 
penalties.-lb. 

When a charter held under this Grand Lodge sball be sur
rendered or forfeited, the whole of the property, jewels, re- · 
galia, books and papers, shall belong to, and be invested in 
the Grand Lodge, and be surrendered to any officer or agent 
properly appointed to receive the same.-Const. Fla. 

Upon the surrender or forfeiture of a charter by any lodge, 
the whole of its property, jewels, regalia, books, papers and 
dfects, belong to, and are vested in the Grand Lodge, and 
snail, with the .charter, be transmitted to the Grand Secretary. • 
* * * * Every member who shall vote to divide the 
funis thereof, or to appropriate them in any other way than 
herein designated, shall be liable to expulsion.-Const. D. C. 
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Upon the revocation or forfeiture of the charter of any 
lodge, it .shall be the duty of the last Treasurer and Secretary 
thereof to surrender to the Grand Secretary the books, papers, 
jewels, furniture, funds and charter of aaid lodge, within aix 
months, to be disposed of 88 the Grand Lodge may think 
proper .-Const • .Ala. 

Lodges which fail to make returns, * * * shall forfeit 
their charter, which shall be canceled; and all their books, 
jewels, implements and property, shall revert to the Grand 
Lodge.-Comt. lA,. 

When a charter shall be surrendered, or become forfeited, 
the whole of the property of the subordinate lodge, of every 
kind and description, shall be vested in the Grand Lodge, and 
subject to ite disposaL-Consts. Ohio, Indiana, Ky. 

Upon the demise of any lodge within the jurisdiction of 
this Grand Lodge, the la~~t Trell.surer and Secretary of said 
lodge ehall, within six months thereafter, surrender to the 
Grand Secretary all tho hooks, papere, jewels, funds and fur
niture of the lodge so demised.-Const. Dl. 

In WIBOOfiSIN, the collBtitntional provision is nearly verbatim 
with that of D. C. 

In IowA and 'fKXAs, the rule is the same as in lr..Lmois, ex
cept that the time for delivery to the Grand Secretary is lim
ited to three months. 

In TBNlfESSEE, the property must forthwith be delivered to 
the Gral!d Secretary. 

Upon the demise of any lodge, so soon 88 the same shall 
cease to exist by any cause, the last Secretary and Treasurer 
of the lodge shall, within four months thereafter, deliver to the. 
Grand Secretary all the books, papers, jewels, funds, fur
niture, charter, seal and property of the lodge so demised; 
and the whole of the property of such lodge shall become the 
property of the Grand Lodge, to be dispqsed of at its pleas
ure.-Consts. Mo., Kansas. 

Upon the demise of any lodge under the jurisdiction of thia 
Grand Lodge, the books, papers, jewels, funds, furuitnre, and 
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every thing else belonging to such lodge, belong to, and vest 
in this Grand Lodge ; and it shall be the duty of the last pre
siding officers, Secretary and Treasurer, within six months 
after such demise, to surrender the same to the Grand Secre
tary.-Comt. Ark. 

In case of the forfeiture of the charter, or dissolution of a 
lodge, from any cause whatever, all its books, papers, jewels, 
funds, and other property, shall be forfeited to the Grand 
Lodge.-Comt. Cal. 

In case of the forfeiture of the charter, or the dissolution, 
from any cause whatever, of a lodge, all its books (&c.) shall 
be forthwith transmitted to the Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge.-Const. Oregon. 

Upon the demise of a lodge, the last Secretary and Treas
urer shall, within six months thereafter, transmit or surrender 
to the Grand Secretary, or to 'any other brother who may be 
appointed by the Grand Lodge to receive them, the charter, 
seal, books, papers, jewels, furniture and funds of said lodge. 
-Const. Md. 

The subordinate lodges were created for certain 1mrposes, 
and invested with certain powers necessary to their accom
plishment. Their masonic charters confer upon them all the 
power and authority they can rightfully exercise. It author
izes them to confer the degrees, and receive and hold such 
funds as may lawfully come into their possession, for distrib
ution among the poor and indigent; but it does not authorize 
them to exercise these functions beyond the period of their 
existence, which existence, as a masonic body, terminates, ot 
course, with the said masonic charter. These powers do noi 
reside with the members of these lodges individually, nor are 
they dependent on, but consequent upon the existence of the 
lodge, and cannot, therefore, survive it. Whenever a lodge 
ceases to exist, all the rights and powers conferred by their 
masonic charter must necessariiy be at an end. These lodges 
might, with equal propriety, claim the right of conferring the 
degrees, as of controlling tneir funds, after the termination of 
their charters ; these rights can only be exercised by lodges 
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in their corporate capacities, and not by individual IDaeona, 
however numerous and respectable. Theee lodges are the 
agents or trustees meJely, instead of being the rightful own
ers of the property; they hold the funds, not in their own 
right, but in trust; and by the surrender or annulling of their 
charters, they become incapacitated themselves, and cannot 
lawfully act as agents or trustees.-Rep. Com. R. I., 1840. * 

When a charter shall be surrendered, or become forfeited, 
the whole of the property of the s11bordinate lodge, of every 
kind and description, shall be vested in the Grand Lodge, and 
subject to its disposal.-Const. Neb. 

Upon vacating the charter, or other demise of any lodge 
under this jurisdiction, the last Treasurer and Secretary, 
Master and Wardens of such lodge shall, within three months 
thereafter, surrender to the Grand Secretary all the books, 
papers, jewels, furniture and funds of such lodge.-Const Del. 

Surrendering Charter. 

By the unanimous consent of its members, a lodge may at 
any time surrender its charter to the Grand Lodge. If, how
ever, seven or more members refuse to give the_ir consent, the 
charter cannot be surrendered. This seems to be the opinion 
of our best authorities, and is founded upon the well-settled 
rule that seven is a sufficient number of petitioners for a 
charter. If Beven are sufficient to receive, seven are sufficient 
to retain. 

If, therefore, the majority of a lodge should determine to 
leave the institution, or that lodge, the constitution, or power 
of 888embling, remains with the rest of the members who ad
here to their allegiance. If the number remaining, however, 
be reduced to less than seven, the charter shall be returned, 
agreeably to the regulation in such cases provided.-Consts. 
Me., Mass., and R. L 

In VIRGINIA, two-thirds· majority, at a meeting specially 

• The report concluded with a resoluUon, the same In substance as the pres
ent conslltutlooal provlalon of &baa Grand Lodge, whlcb wu ananlmouoJr 
adopted. 



IIUDlDloned, are necessary to enter a propo!!al for sll.rrendetfng 
ihe charter npon the record ; and; aftel"layirig O'ver one month, 
if the same majority at a regUlar. me&ting, · smmnoned M be
fore, shall 10 decide, and the same· be 'oonfirmed b,r Grand 
Lodge, the charter may be surrendered; 

So long as there remain in any lodge seven master ma90118 

willing and desirous of working as a lodge, who arc r~gular 
members thereof in good standing, the remaining .mtlmbers 
have not the power to surrender the charter of such lodge.
COOII. Ga. 

Wherever it shall be thought advisable by any seven mem
bers of a lodge, ·expre88ed in writing, at a regular communi
cation, to surrender its charter, the Master shall direct sum
monses to issue .immediately to e'tery member within the ju
risdiction, stating the intention so to surrender; and it shall 
be regarded as determined in favor of such slllTender, unle88 
the votes of at least seven members present at the next reg-

' ular communication shall be in favor of its retention.-Const. 
D.C. 

No lodge can surrender its charter without taking the same 
steps as are becessary to amend or abrogate its by-laws; and, 
in all cases, written notice of the intention to surrender must 
be given to each member, 'at least one month preceding the 
meeting at which action is proposed.-Const: Mich. 

Nor shall any lodge surrender its charter without the con-
sent of a majority of said lodge.*-Const. Tenn. • 

So long as there remain in any lodge .seven master masQns 
willing and desirous of existing as a )odge, $e other mem ben 
cannot surrender the charter of such lodge; but a majority 
present, by concurrence of the Master and Wardens, may 
suspend the lodge until the next meeting of the Grand Lodge. 
-Consts. Mo., Kansas. 

If, therefore, the majority of any lodge should determine to 
quit the lodge, the con~titution, or power of assembling, re-

• Bee also a quotat1011 Crom the same oolllltituUon, Wlcler bead ot" Removal ot 
l.odges." 
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mains with the rest of the members. If all the members of a 
lodge withdraw themselves, their warrant ceases and be
comes extinct....,...Const. Ga. 

Nor can a subordinate lodge voluntarily surrender ita char
ter.-Const. Ala. 

In 1857, the Grand Master of VEIUriONT, (TucKER,) in a case 
referred to him, decided that a lodge could not surrender its 
charter, and dissolve," so long as a minority large enough to 
oflicer a lodge fully existed, ~wl to dissolution." 

The Grand Lodges of Nxw YoRK and MISSOURI (1856) de
cided that, so long as seven members remained, opposed to a. 
dissolution, a charter could not be surrendered. 

In co=enting on the above, the C. F. C. of N. Y., (KINa,) 
·for 1857, says: "this is generally regarded as common law in 
the fraternity, though upon what basis it is founded, we con
fess our researches have not revealed." 

A motion to sbrrender a charter cannot come before the 
lodge without previous notice.-C. W. MooRE. 

The whole matter is subject to local ·regulation. There 
being no Grand Lodge constitutional provision to the con
trary, under the general practice in this country, a majority 
of the members may vote to surrender the charter. An ac 
ceptance of the charter by the Grand Lodge or Grand Mas
ter, is necessary to complete the surrender. As it requires 

_ seven petitioners to obtain a charter, it would seem that a 
less number cannot continue to hold it.-C. W. MooRE. • 

Should the majority of any lodge determine to retire from 
it, the power of assembling remains with the rest of the mem
bers who adhere to their allegiance; but if all the members 
of a lodge withdraw, the warrant becomes extinct.-Con..<t. 
Eng. MACKEY, P. M. L., 109. 

It is not in the power of a majority of the members of a 
lodge to surrender its charter, so long as seven members 
thereof continue to work under said charter.-Reg. Ill. 
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Restoration of Charter. 

The only rnle with which we are ae.quainted, relating to the 
restoration of charters voluntarily surreruler«J,, is that em
bodied in the second clause of the regulation of MAINE, of 
1820, which requires a petition from at least seven of the 

. original members. If the Grand Master arrest the charter of 
a lodge, for any cause, he may restore it, at his discretion. If 
a charter is declared forfeited, or is arrested by the Grand 
Lodge, the latter may also restore it, at its pleasure. 

It is competent for the Grand Lodge to say to whom the 
charter shall be intrusted, though it has no power to impose 
any unusual restrictions upon those receiving it. If the 
Grand Master restore a charter he had previously arrested, 
he restores with it also all the rights and privileges pre
viously el\ioyed under it. 

No charter returned to the Grand Lodge shall be restored, 
unless its records, by-laws, seal and regalia were returned 
with it; nor unless seven of the applicants for its restoration 
were members when it was returned, if so many be Iiving.
Const. Me., 1820. 

I have been unable to find any authority vesting me with 
power to resuscitate a dormant lodge that has not surrendered 
its charter to the Grand Lodge; and especially when its 
original members had been reduced to a less number than is 
required for the formation of a new lodge, and they asking for 
authority to meet in a town where they were not originally 
:Mcated by their charter.-CHAsE, G. M. of Me., 1855. Un-

( doubtedly the Grand Master (above) is right innis view of 
the case.-C. F. C. of N. J., 1857. 

This Grand Lodge is incompetent to restore a charter after 
the same has been legally surrendered.-Res. Mick., 1858. 

This is a variance from the practice of most .American 
Grand Lodges.-C. F. C. Rl., 1858. 

When a charter is arrested, or surrendered to the Grand 
Master, if he returns it to the lodge, he has no power to re-

I 
; 
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strict its rights; but the lodge is placed in the same position 
it was when it was surrendered or arrested.-Mo., 1857. 

Representative• in Grand Lodse· 

A. lodge has the right to be represented in Grand Lodge 
by its Master and Wardens ; and no Grand Lodge, in our 
opinion, can restrict or interfere with that right, it being u 
ancient and sacred as the law regulating their own existence. 
If this position be correct, a Grand Lodge cannot deprive the 
Wardens of their lodges of a seat and vote in Grand Lodge. 
'lb.e right of representing in Grand Lodge cannot be taken 
from either of the first three officers without their consent.-
C. W.Moou. 

A LonoB KAY INSTRUCT ITS RBPRBSBNTATIVBB.-The same 

law that declares who are the representatives of a lodge, also 
gives the lodge the right to instruct such representatives as 
to their votes in Grand Lodge. Though this right has been 
recently denied, we believe it to be too firmly established to 
be overthrown or explained away. 

The majority of every particular lodge, when congregated, 
shall have the pfivilege of giving instruction to their Master 
and Wardens, before the assembling of the Grand chapter or 
lodge, at the three quarterly communications hereafter men
tioned, and of the annual Grand Lodge too; because their 
Master and Wardens are their representatives, and are sup
posed to speak their mind.-Old Reg., 1720, x. 

The majority of the members of any lodge, when duly as
sembled, shall have the right to instruct their Master and 
Wardens as their representatives in Grand Lodge.-Const. 
Mass., R. I., and Eng. 

When the Master and Wardens meet in Grand Lodge, they 
do so, not by inherent right, but by special law, and as the 
delegated representatives of their lodges, and the moment 
they deny that relation, (refuse to obey instructions,) they 
usurp undue authority, if they do not unseat themselves.
PABVJN, C. F. C. 101Loa, 1858. 

6• 



130 BUJIOBDJlUTI: LODGBS-BJIPBBIIE.NTATIVES OF A.DsE.NT. 

The Muter and Wardens are bound on all questions that 
come before the Grand Lodge, truly to represent their 
lodge, and vote according to its instructions.-MACKEY, P. 
M. L.,106. 

1 The majority of every particular lodge, when duly congre
f gated, shall have the privilege of giving instructions to their 

\ 
Master and Wardens, or representatives, before the meeting 
of the Grand Lodge.-Consts. N. J., Ca. 

The majority of the members of a lodge, when assembled, 
inay instruct their Master and Wardens on any subject to be 
considered in the Grand Lodge, and such instructions re
corded on the minutes of the lodge, shall be binding upon 
such representatives.-Const. Penn. 

It is very doubtful whether the officers of a subordinate 
lodge are in any manner bound by any instructions that may 
be given by their lodges, as to what they shall vote for or 
against in the Grand Lodge.-STOBER, C. F. C. Conn., 1856. 

It is the declaration of a law of Masonry, older than tho 
masonic government of this country, that the majority of 
every particular lodge, when congregated, not else, shall have 
the privilege of giving instructions to their Master and War
dens.--C. W. MooRE, 1859. 

RepreaentatiTea or Absent Lodces. 

A Grand Lodge cannot appoint proxies to represent a 
lodge not present by its Master, 'Wardens, or their proxies. 
Such power would be inconsistent with the letter and spirit 
of the masonic constitutions, and tend to the overthrow. of 
the whole masonic fabric. 

Resolved, That the Grand Master appoint some worthy 
brethren to represent the lodges not now represented at this 
grand communication.-Wis., 1849. We cannot assent to the 
doctrine. No where in the laws or usages of Masonry do we 
find this power delegated to, or invested in, either the Grand 
Master or Grand Lodge.-PABVIN, C. F. C. Iowa, 1850 

We think that neither the Grand Master nor the· Grand 
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Lodge have an inherent right, or the power to appoint any 
brother to represent an absent lodge.-IlAswm.L, C. F. C. of 
Vt., 1851. HATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. 

Proxiea to Grand Lodae. 

Every lodge is entitled to be represented in its Grand 
Lodge. By common consent, since 1718, the Master and 
Wardens are its legal and proper representatives. Should 
these, or either of them, be unable to attend the Grand Lodge 
at any communication, a brother or brothers may be ap
pointed in their place. Such substituted representatives are 
called proxies, and, in the absence of their principal, succeed 
to all his powers and privileges, but in his presence they 
cannot act. 

The general rule in relation to the appointment of proxies, 
is, that they must be master masons, be members of some sub
ordinate lodge under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, and 
must be furnished' with a written certificate of their appoint
ment, under the seal of the lodge or party appointing them. 
A proxy cannot appoint a proxy, without written authority 
for that purpose. 

An oflicer of Grand Lodge who is not at the same time a 
Master or Warden of a subordinate lodge, cannot appoint a 
proxy, as.such officer, unless the constitution specifically gil"e 
him such power. 

The Grand Master is the only masonic officer who has the 
power or right of appointing his proxy, for any pnrp011e, 
unless 1111ch power be granted by the particular constitution. 

Each lodge is authorized to appoint any 'master mason of 
regular standing, not holding office in Grand Lodge, and 
being a member of a subordinate lodge under this jurisdic. 
tion, as proxy to repr.esent them in the Grand Lodge ; and 
such proxy shall have a right to a seat in the Grand Lodge 
during the masonic year in which he was appointed, and to 
vote when the Master and Wardens of the lodge he repre
sents, shall not all be present.-Const. Me. 

No brother can be appointed the proxy of a member of the 
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Grand Lodge, unless he be a master mason, and a member in 
good standing of a subordinate lodge.-Const. N.H. ~ 

The Master and Wardens of any subordinate lodge under 
the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, who cannot personally 
attend the communications thereof, annual or special, shall 
have the right to constitute a proxy, which proxy shall have 
the same powers and privileges in the Grand Lodge as his 
principal would, if present ; and sucl).. proxy shall be a mas
ter mason, and a member of some lodge withil: the jurisdi~ 
tion of this Grand Lodge.-Const. Vt. 

In MAssAcHUsETTs, the constitutional provision is the same 
as in MAINE, except that the proxy can only vote when the 
Master and Wardens of the lodge he represents shall not, 
either of them, be present. 

When it shall happen that either of the officer' of the Grantl 
Lodge cannot personally attend the annual meetings or quar
terly communications, they shall severally have power ami 
authority, under their respective hands and seals, to consti
tute a proxy, who shall be entitled to a voice and a vote in 
the Grand Lodge; and any member may have the like privi. 
lege of appointing a proxy, who may exercise the rights and 
privileges appertaining to his constituent; but no proxy shall 
be appointed to represent an officer of a subordinate lodge 
who is not a member of the same.-Const. R. I. 

In addition to the above, the constitution contains a section 
verbatim with that of MAsSACHUSETTS, (as previously quoted,) 
and adds : "And in the absence of any other representative, 
any Past Master present may be the representative of the 
lodge of which he is a member." 

The Masters and Wardens of subordinate lodges shall have 
the privilege of appointing proxies to attend the communica
tions of the Grand Lodge, which proxies shall have the same 
powers and privileges as their constituents, * * * which 
proxies must be master masons, in good standing, members 
of the same lodge with their constituents ; and the certificate 
of their appointment as proxy must be signed by the Master 
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or Warden in wltose place they are appointed to act.-Const. 
Ccmn. 

The Master and Wardens of every warranted lodge are, of 
right and inalienably, representatives in, and members of the 
Grand Lodge ; and, in case they do not attend the Grand 
LQdge, a proxy may be 3ppointed by the lodge to represent 
it in, the Grand Lougo, who, in such case, shall have three 
votes.-Const. N. Y. 

When the officer of any particular lodge, from such urgent 
necesaity as may plead his excuse, cannot personally attend 
the Grand Lodge, he may nominate and send a brother of his , 
lodge, * * * provided such brother hath heretofore been 
in tho same office with the brother who deputes him, or in 
some higher office. * * * If a single brother is deputed ' 
to represent all the officers of any particular lodge, be ought 
not to be under the rank of Past Master, and member of the 
lodge he is chosen to represent; and his commission as proxy 
must be under the seal of the lodge that appoints him, signed 
by the Master, and countersigned by the Secretary.-Const. · 
N.J. 

Lodges located more than three miles from the place of 
meeting of the Grand Lodge, may be represented by a proxy, 
who must be a Past Master, and a member of the Grand 
Lodge, commissioned under the signatures of the Master and 
Secretary, and the seal of the lodge which he represents.
Const. Penn. 

The Master and Wardens, when unable to attend the com
munications of the Grand Lodge, may nominate and send a 
brother of their lodge who bas served in the same or some 
higher office, with their jewels, to represent them in the 
Grand Lodge; the Master sending a Past Master, and the 
Wardens, Past Wardens, or Past Masters, as their represent
atives.-Ib. 

When any Master or Warden of a subordinate lodge, from 
such urgent business as may reasonably plead his excuse, 
cannot attend the Grand Lodge, his lodge may appoint any 
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one of their members, or other brother mason, to supply his 
place in grand 1.. 'Ommunication, provided that no brother shall 
represent a subordinate lodge in the Grand Lodge, unless he 
be a resident of the mas<mic district wherein such lodge is sit

'uated, or the Master or Warden of the lodge which he may 
represent; and no brother shall represent more than three 
lodges. Every brother thus deputed to represent a lodge, 
shall be furnished with a certificate of his appointment, under 
the seal of the lodge appointing him, and the attestation of 
the Secretary thereof.-Const. Va. 

In all cases where special representatives shall not be ap
pointed by any subordinate lodge, and the Master and War
dens of any lodge cannot, personally, attend the Grand Lodge, 
they shall have the privilege of constituting a. proxy; and 
such proxy sh"ll be a master mason, and a. member of some 
lodge under this jurisdiction.-Const. N. C. 

Every country lodge shall appoint one or more proxies 
(not exceeding three) to represent it in the Grand Lodge at 
Charleston. Proxies shall be Past Masters and members of 
the Grand Lodge. No individual shall act as proxy for more 
than two lodges-at the same time. * * * When the Mas
ter or Wardens of a lodge cannot personally attend at the 
communications of the Grand Lodge, the Master of such lodge 
shall depute a brother or brethren of his lodge for that pur
pose, provided he or they have served in the same or a 
higher office.-Const. S. C. 

When the Master of 3IJ1 particular lodge, from such urgent 
business or necessity as may sufficiently excuse him, cannot 
personally attend the Grand Lodge, he may nominate and 
send a Past Master of hia lodge, with a proxy, under the seal 
of the lodge, to supply his place, and support the honor of 
his lodge in the Gr.md Lodge ; and in case of failure on the 
part of the Master to appoint his proxy, by the regular meet. 
ing of his lodge which next precedes the .Annual Communioo
tion, the lodge at that meeting shall elect, by ballot, a del
egate, who shall be a Past Master of said lodge, to repreaent 
the lodge. If there be none of that degree members of such 
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in Grand Lodge, to represent them.-Comt. Ga. 

The proper representatives of a lodge are the Master and 
Wardens; but the lodge may appoint one or more brethren, 
not exceeding three, to repreaent it, in cue of the absence 
of the Master or either of tho Wardens. Should the lodge 
not think proper to make such appointment of proxies, then 
each officer of a subordinate lodge may ·appoint his oWJl 
proxy.-Comt. D. C. • 

In AI,n,uu, the Master and Wardens of any lodge, or 
either of them, may appoint any member of their lodge to act 
as their proxy in Grand Lodge. The proxy must be a mas
ter mason, and a member of the lodge he repr88e!lfa. 

In LoUISIANA, the rule is the ilame as above, except that the 
proxy tnnst be a member of some lodge under the jurisdic
tion, hold no office in Grand Lodge, and represent no other 
lodge therein. 

In Omo, the Master or W nrdens of any lodge can appoint 
his or their proxy to the Grand Lodge; or it is competent for 
the lodge, by resolution, to choose a proxy. In either case, 
the proxy must be a member of some lodge under the juris
diction. 

The above, except that part relating to Wardens who are 
not members of Grand Lodge, is also the rule in INDIANA. 

In ILI.J:NoiB and low A, any Master or 'I,V arden may depute 
any brother, being of equal rank, or superior to himself, to 
represent him in Grand Lodge. When the Master and War
dens depute the same brother to represent them, he must _ 
have attained at least to the rank of Past Master. 

In MICHIGAN, proxies of Master, Warden, or the entire 
lodge, (in ease the Master and Wardens are all absent,) must 
be a member of the lodge, and be appointed by the lodge. 
Lodges in the" Upper Peninsula" may, however, be repre
sented by any member in the Grand Lodge jurisdiction. 

In WJSOONsiN, a proxy must be appointed by the lodge, 
and be a member of some lodge under the jurisdiction. 
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The Constitution of MnrNJ:SOTA (impliedly) allows a Master 
or Warden to appoint his proxy, who must have arrived to 
the rank of Warden. 

In .KBMTU()I[Y, the appointment of proxies must be made by 
the vote of the lodge, and they must be members of the lodge. 

In TENNEBBEE, in all cases where the Master and Warden& 
cannot give their personal attendance in Grand Lodge, they 
may appoint their proxy or proxies. If they shall fail to ap
point, special representatives may be appointed by a resolu
tion of the lodge. A proxy or representative must be a 
master mason, and a member of some lodge in the juris
diction. 

In MtBBOUBI, the Master and Wardens of any lodge, or 
either of them, may depute any member of their own lodge, 
who is of equal or superior rank with themselves, as a proxy 
to represent their lodge in Grand Lodge. 

In ARJUNsAB, the officer of any particular lodge may nom
inate and send a brother of his lodge to supply his room in 
Grand Lodge. 

No lodge under this jurisdiction, and within this state, 
shall be represented by a proxy who is not a member of the 
lodge.-Const. Cal. 

Should neither of the representative officers, or Past Mas
ters of a lodge, attend any communication of Grand Lodge, 
such lodge, by a vote of the lodge, may delegate any other 
brother entitle!! to a seat in Grand Lodge to represent their 
lodge, but no brother can represent more than three lodges. 
-Const. Ca. 

The proper representatives of a lodge are the Master and 
Wardens; but in case they cannot attend, the lodge may ap
point one or more brethren to represent it. -Canst. Md. 

Grand Masters only are allowed deputies, substitutes and 
proxies.-DEIUIOTT, 1772. 

The Grand Lodge of VBRKON<rpermitted one of its members, 
who had also been appointed proxy for a subordinate lodge, 
to vote as such proxy, although he had lost or mislaid his 
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commission as such proxy. The Com. on For. Cor. of Net~~ 
York objected to such action, as a precedent liable to abuse. 
Grand Master TuCKKB (VBRJ(ON'l' in 1852) admitted the valid
ity of the objection, and declared that, to create voting mem
bemhip on parol, where written evidence is required by a 
regulation, does not present any very rational claims for calm 
approval. 

Proxies of Masters in the Grand Lodge, must be Past Mas
ters; of Senior Wardens, Past Masters, or Past Senior War
dens; of Junior Wardens, Past Masters, or Past Wardens, 
either Senior or Junior; and representatives of lodges must 
be Past Masters.-Reg. Miss., 1857. 

In Nt:BBAR.A., a Master or Warden has power to appoint 
his proxy to Grand Lodge ; and in case they decline,_ the 
lodge can, by resolution, designate some brother as its proxy. 

A proxy must be a member of some lodge under the juris
diction. 

A proxy is as much a member, for the time being, as 
would be the principal, if present.-C. W. MooRE, 1848. 

A proxy must be a member of some lodge.-TENN. 1843. 
C. W. MooRE, 1844. 

In KANSAS, the Master and Wardens, or either of them, may 
appoint any brother of equal or superior rank, and a member 
of·some lodge in the jurisdiction, to represent them in Grand 
Lodge. 

A proxy cannot appoint a proxy.-HuBBARD, Ohw, 1852. 

If neither the Master nor either of the Wardens can attend 
any communication of Grand Lodge, the Master, with assent 
of the lodge to which he belongs, may appoint any master 
mason, and member of the lodge, a proxy. The appointment 
must be under the hand of the Master and Secretary, and seal 
of the lodge.-Const. Del. 

The only officer who can appoint his own proxy is the 
Grand Master.-MoBRis, Am. F. M., iv., 12. 
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Expiration of Oommill8iona. 

The commission of a proxy expires with the closing of the 
a.nnual grand ~ommunication immediately succeeding his ap
pointment, unless the commission itself, or the Grand Consti
tution otherwise prescribe. 

All commissions of proxies shall expire with the closing of 
the Grand Lodge, on the festival of St. John the Evangelist, 
or the day of installation.-Const. Mll88. 

All commissions of proxies of the Grand Lodge shall ex
pire with the closing of the Grand Lodge at its next annual 
communication after such appointment.-Comt. MaifUI. 

Proxies appointed by the lodge hold their places until the 
next annual communication, unless the Grand Lodge be 
officially advised of a change by the lodge. Proxies of any 
particular officer are only for the communication immediately 
succeeding their appointment.-Const. D. C. 

In WISCONSIN, a proxy is appointed for only one communi
cation of Grand Lodge, and his commission expires with thn 
closing of that communication. · 



LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION. 

THB practice of first granting a dispensation, instead of a 
charter, to the petitioners for a new lodge, is a modem, and 
almost exclusively an American one. Formerly the Grand 

· Master iesued a warrant or charter for new lodges, at his dis
cretion. .At a later -date, the privilege has been restricted to 

· his granting a letter of" dispensation" to certain brethren, to 
meet 88 a lodge for a specified time, (at first for thirty, after
warda fOl' sixty days, and now usually for one year, or until 
the next- succeeding .i.Jln'llal meeting of the Grand Lodge,) 
when the Grand Lodge may grant or withhold a charter. 

Originally lodges under dispensation possessed all the 
rights aad privileges of a ·Chattered lodge, except that of re

. presentation in Grand Lodge ; but the present American 
. usage is, to limit them to those privileges specifically named 
in the dispensation. The justness of such restriction is at 
least questionable, and we are unable to see why the original 
plan should not be adhered to. 

The privileges now ~aJJ·y conceded to such lodges are 
simply the right · to meet 88 a lodge, and initiate, pass, and 
raise candidates. In several jurisdictions additional privi
leges are allowed them; while in one {NEw Hll!PSHIRE} they 
are only allowed to initiate into the first degree. 

The authorities and references under this l)ead will be 
found various and conflicting, though it is hoped that some 
uniform usage will ere long prevail. 

lNBTALL.U'ION OF OFFICERS lN.-There is a great diversity of 
opinion in relation to the propriety or necessity of installing 
the officers of a lodge under dispensation, and the practice is 
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equally conflicting. The most general opinion, however, is 
opposed to the practice, and the general .American usage is 
-against such installation. 

The brother appointed to fill the office of Master may law
fully take the chair without any further qualification. He 
cannot be installed.-C. W. MooRB, 1846. 

The officers of a lodge working under dispensation cannot 
be installed.-.La., 1857. 

It is not correct to iustall the officers of a lodge under dis
pensation.-Iowa, 1857. 

It is well settled that the officers of a lodge under dispensa
tion cannot be installed.-ENGLISH, C. F. C. Ark., 1857. This 
we understand to be tl1e generally received opinion.-ABELL, 
C. F. C. Cal., 1858. 

Officers acting under dispensation are not installed; neither 
can such lodge, until acting, or rather, ready to act under a 
charter, be dedicated.-HuBBARD, G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

I decided it was unnecessary to install the officers of a 
lodge under dispensation.-SxiTB, G. M. Ark., 1856. 

It is an old law of Masonry, connected with the Past Mas
ter's degree, as we understand it in Mississippi, that no officer 
who has not been elected can be installed, and that none can 
be elected until the organization of a lodge under the charter. 
-MBLLBN, c. F. c. Miss., 1856. 

The officers of a lodge working under dispensation cannot 
be installed.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1852. Com. Juris. do. Gmnd 
Lodge do. 

We are not acquainted with any rule which requires that 
the presiding officer of a lodge under dispensation shall be a 
Past Master. * * * The officers of lodges U. D. are 
neither elected nor installed.-MELLBN, C. F. C., Miss., 1856. 

A lodge under dispensation is a lodge for one special pur
pose, that of conferring degrees, and the officers are not en
titled to installation, because the lodge is not chartered.
C. F. C. Md., 1854. 
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The officers do not receive installation under a diapensatioJL 
-H.a.TCH, C. F. C. of N. Y, 1851. 

A. lodge under dispensation may not at their own will elect 
a new set of officers, or have any installation whatever.-
C. F. C. 111., 1851. 

Officers working under dispensation should never be iJl. 
stalled, but are authorized to work without.-Sroau, C. F. C. 
Ct., 1853. 

It is not only unnecessary, but improper, to install the of
ficers of a lodge under dispensation.-MELLEN, Acaeia, 1855. 

We disapprove of the election or installation of the officers 
of a lodge under dispensation.-Mo., 1858. 

Installation of officers of a chapter U. D. is not essential, 
and shall no longer take place in this jurisdiction.-&s. Gr. 
Clulp. Texas, 1853. 

In .A.x..a.B.uu., the officers of a lodge under dispensation are 
installed, and the lodge formally organized, or set to work.
Vide Pro. Ala., 1851. 

In NRw JERSRY, officers of lodges under dispensation are 
elected and installed.-Vide Pro. 1855. 

In KENTUCKY, it is the custom to have the Master of a lodge 
U. D. regularly installed.-McCoRKLE, C. F. C. Ky., 1857. 

Officers of lodges under dispensation must be regularly iJl. 
stalled, the same as those of a chartered lodge.-SWioERT, G. 
M. Ky., 1858. 

I think lodges under dispensation should accompany their 
petition for a charter ;with a recommendation of certain mem· 
bers as officers, and if approved by the Grand Lodge, the of
ficers thus named should be installed. Or the officer empow· 
ered to constitute the lodge should first open a Master's lodge, 
under the charter, hold an election, and then complete his 
duties.-PERKINs, G. M. lA., 1856. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS lN.-According to the .American prac
tiCe and usage, a lodge under dispensation cannot elect 
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officers. Its principal officers are tJ?.ose named as such in tke 
dispensation; and the one therein appointed Master has full 
PoWer to appoint tb,e subordinate officers. In case of a VIr 

caney in the East, the'Senl.or, and after him the Jutiior Wiir
den, succeeds to the office arid duties of Master, and fills an·· 
vacancies by pro tern. appointment. The Grand Master, how
ever, has power to fill any vacancy in .either of the principal 
offices, at his discretion. (See authorities under the general 
head.) 

No election should take place in a lodge under dispensation. 
-R~g.lll. 

Lodges under dispensation have no pow.er whatever to 
elect their officers.-.Ark., 184.6. 

Not invested with power to elect officers.-G&n, Min., 
1853. 

Such a lodge cannot elect officers.-SA.YRE, C. F. C. Ala., 
1854. . 

Such a congregation of masons cannot elect officers.
WmTING, C. F. C. of D. C., 1856. 

~ NEW J EBBEY and KANsA.B, such lodges are allowed to 
elect officers.-G. W. C. 

MEMBERSHIP IN.-The general opinion is, that lodges under 
dispensation cannot affiliate members. The only ones entitled 
to vote, or transact business in auch. a lodge, are those named 
in the dispensation. This we believe is the most general 
usage at the present time, though there are sufficient excep
tions to the rule to raise serious doubts of its correctness. 
Brothers who have been initiated, passed, and raised in a 
lodge under dispensation, have not a right to vote until they 
become members of a chartered lodge.-Com. Juris. of Ya., 
1856. . 

Lodges under dispensation have not power to admit mem
bers.-Minn., 1857. 

None but the persons named in the dispensation·ha~e a 
right to ballot for a candidate--MELLEN, Acacia, 1855. 
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None bnt those recorded in the dispensation are members 
of a lodge lUlder dispensation.-MoRRis, ..4m. F. M., ii., 18. 

The best authorities agree that a lodge llllder dispensation 
is not empowered to receive members, nor are its officers en
titled to installation. The persons made masons therein can
not even become members of that particular body, and have 
no right to vote therein until the lodge is duly chartered.
SroRER, C. F. C. Conn., 1857. 

There is no doubt in this jurisdiction, though another 
practice once prevailed, that they have no right to receive 
members by affiliation. We allow in Mississippi now, by a 
special regUlation, those raised in tl1e lodge to become mem
bers.-MELLEN, C. F. C. Miss., 1856. 

The C. F. C. of Md., 1855, deny the right of lodges under 
dispensation to affiliate members. 

Cannot admit members.-MAcKEY. 

Lodges U. D. cannot admit members by election; but a 
master mason raised in 1111ch lodge shall be considered a mem
ber of it. Such. lodges may grant certificates of demits the 
same as chartered lodges, and shall have a seal. They can
not try offenses. They cannot fill vacancies in office, ex~pt 
Motem., and then only in offices·below the Junior Warden.
&g. Miss. 

The only legal members of a lodge under dispensation are 
those named in the dispensation itself; none others have a 
right to vote on any question ·before the lodg.~.-C. W. MooRE, 
1849. 

In all dispensations hereafter to be issued, it shall be dis
tinctly stated that the officers mentioned in dispensations are 
the only persons authorized to hold svch offices; and that 
lodges under dispensation have no power to affiliate mem
bers.-Res. Ala., 1850. 

The persons named in the petition as officers and members, 
are, by the warrant of dispensation, the only ones authorized 
to assemble and transact business as a lodge. Other master 
masons applying should only be received by a unanimous 
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vote. But when so received, I think they should be permit 
ted (more by courtesy than by strict right) to ballot upon all 
after applications for initiation.-HuBBARD, Ohw, 1853. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, all master masons made 
by lodges under dispensation have the same right to ballot 
for candidates, and to participate· in all questions that may 
come before their respective lodges, as those made by clmr
tered lodges.-Res. Mich., 1856. 

In our opinion, no one can ballot but the persons named in 
the dispensation.-KING, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1855. 

Hereafter, in issuing dispensations to open new lodges, the 
privilege of receiving members by affiliation shall be granted. 
-Res. Cal., 1855. We concur in the principle ofthis resolu
tion.-BARBER, C. F. C. Ark., 1856. 

We think the Grand Lodge (CAL.) has transcended its pow
ers.-C. F. C. of D. C., 1856. 

We do not favor the law that lodges under dispensation 
cannot increase their members. It is perfectly within the 
province of every Grand Lodge to reverse it.-MonRis, A.m. 
F. M., iii., 10. 

Tiley may affiliate members.-Res. Texas, 1852. 
In INDIANA, lodges U. D. have always been accustomed to 

admit members.-Mw., 1855. 
A lodge under dispensation may increase its members by 

affiliation, the same as any other lodge.-SwiGERT, G. M. Ky., 
1858. 

May admit new members, and such members have the same 
right to vote as though the lodge was chartered.-C. MoonE, 
MIM. Rev., v., 150. 

Membership in a lodge U. D. is not incompatible with 
membership in a chartered lodge. The English rule is a good 
one, which requires the brethren holding the dispensation to 
be members of some chartered lodge.-MErJ.EN, Acacia, 1855. 

Under our constitution, lodges under dispensation are fully 
authorized to admit members by affiliation.-PERKINs, C. F. C. 
La., 1856. 
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Ought lodges under dispe118ation to affiliate members? We 
fully concur in the reasoning of the Comlnittee (CAL., 1856) 
in favor of their being regarded lodges in the full meaning of 
the word; and yet we are satisfied of the position taken by 
Brother RoCKWELL, (GA.) and held with us, viz: that the 
powers of a lodge under dispensation must depend, after all, 
on the terms of the dispensation itself. This is self-evident, 
and needs no argumtlnt.-.L.a.wuNCB, C. P. C. Ga., 1856. 

Fuu. PoWE118.-As may be seen below, there is respectable 
authority for claiming that lodges under dispensation are en
titled to all the rights and privileges, for the time being, of a 
chartered lodge, except a representation in Grand Lodge. 

Hereby giving and granting them and their successors full 
power and authority to convene as masons ; * * * also, 
to make choice of a Master, Wardens and other office-bear
ers, annually or otherwise ; * * * to receive and collect 
funds for relief, * * * and in general to transact all mat
ters relating to Masonry * * * for the term of one year.
Extract from Dispensation to Columbian Lodge, 1795, by Grand 
Lodge, Mass. 

We agree with the editors of the Masonic Review, (Moou,) 
and the Signet, (MITCHELL,) that a lodge under dispensation 
has all the powers, for a limited time, of a chartered lodge, 
except those of electing a Master and Wardens, and being 
represented in Grand Lodge. They may form and adopt by
laws, admit adjoining members, make masons, try and sus
pend or expel them, elect or appoint all officers, except the 
Master and Wardens, dispose of their funds in purchasing 
necessaries and in charities, and commission a delegate 
representative or proxy to the Grand Lodge, to look after 
their interests, &e, But such representative is not a member 
of the Grand lodge.-H~Tcn, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1852. 

A lodge under dispensation has all the powers of a char
tered lodge, for a limited time, except that of electing officers, 
and being represented in Grand Lodge.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., 
v., 150. 

'l 
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A lodge working under dispensation, or warrant from the 
Grand Master, is a regular and constitutional lodge, and not 
merely a number of masons working after the maimer of a 
lodge; it is not composed only of the Master and Wardens 
named in the warrant, but of all brethren who affiliate with 
it, and brothers may affiliate 'with, and candidates be admitted 
members of such lodge,.and the charter, when granted, is but 
a continuance of the warrant, and does not create a new 
lodge, although the existence of a lodge under dispensation 
terminates at the end of the next communication after the 
dispensation is issued, if not continued, or a charter granted. 
PIKB, C. F. C. of .Ark., 1854. &s . .Arlc., 1854. 

We are of opinion that a lodge working under a dispensa
tion is as fully a lodge as one working under a charter.-Spec. 
Com. La., 1856. 

A lodge under dispensation is, to all intents and purposes, 
a "regular lodge," and possesses, for the time being, all the 
rights and privileges of lodges under charter, except the 
right of representation in Grand Lodge. It has the power to 
receive, try, and suspend or expel members, or n&n-affiliated 
masons residing within its jurisdiction, and, consequently, a 
brother who petitions for a dispensation to form a new lodge, 
must not belong to any other lodge when he takes his seat in 
the new one.-MrrCHBLL, Sig. and Jour., .April, 1855. 

REPRESENTATION IN GRAND LODGE.-Lodges under dispen
sation are not entitled to representation in Grand Lodge. 
This is the oldest, and is the almost universal rule upon the 
subject. In a very few American jurisdictions, the Master 
and Wardens of such lodges are allowed, as a matter of court
esy merely, a seat and voice, but not a vote, in Grand Lodge. 
To entitle a lodge to full representation in Gmnd Lodge, it 
must have been constituted, and its-officers installed, under a 
regular charter or warrant. 

A lodge under dispensation is not entitled to representation 
in Grand Lodge until a charter has been granted.-HBRRICK, 
G. M. lll., 1856. 



A lodge under a dispensation is but a temporary and ineho. 
ate body, and is not entitled to representation in Grand Lodge. 
-CO'IIIfl. N. Y. 

Masters and Wardens of lodges working under dispensa
tion in this state,* are authorized to participate in all the de
liberations of this Grand Lodge, with the exception of voting. 
-Res. N. H., 1856. • 

By courtesy, the petitioners of a lodge under dispensation 
are permitted to take seatS in Grand Lodge ; but are not per
mitted to vote, they not being yet members of that body.
liAswELL, C. F. C. Yt., 1851. 

Officers not entitled to vote or voice in Grand Lodge.-Res. 
Mich., 1851. • 

Officers of a lodge working under dispensation are not en
titled to seats as representatives in Grand Lodge.-Const. R. L 

"Ruol1-V!d, That delegates in attendance from lodges in the 
territory working under dispensation, be permitted to take 
seats in this body, and participate in its discussions.-Res. 
Conv.for organizing Grand Lodge of Iowa, 1844. 

Resolved, That all those brethren who represent lodges 
under dispensation be allowed to take seats ns members of 
this Grand Lodge.-Wis. 1849. The resolution is in conflict 
with the laws and usages of Masonry.-P .ARVIN, C. F. C. Iowa, 
1850. 

We allow representatives of lodges under dispensation to 
take seats in the Grand Lodge, (IowA,) and to participate in 
its deliberations, but in no instance to becdme members or 
vote, or serve on committees, or hold office there.-PARVIN, 
C. F. C. Iowa, 1852. 

Lodges under dispensation have no representation in Grand 
Lodge.-MoRms, Am. F. M., v., 61. HERRICK, G. M. Ill., 1856. 

By courtesy, the representatives of lodges under dispensa
tion are permitted to sit in this Grand Lodge, except at the 

• In the above stale dispensations for new lodges only allow them to IDIII&te 
Into the Orst degree. 
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opening, or during an election, unless they are Past Masters, 
which entitles them to be present; but they are not entitled 
as representatives to act or vote in the Grand Lodge.-HATCil, 
C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. 

In the Grand Lodge of MIISOUJll, 18M, a resolution was 
adoptfld permitting " delegates from lodges under dispensation 
to participate in_ debate... . 

CARNO'l' BE RBPRESBNTBD UNTIL CoNBTITUTBD, AND OFFICERS 

l.HSTAUBD.-.A. lodge cannot be rep~esented in Grnnd Lodge 
until it has been regularly comtituUd, and its officera installed. 
The vote of the Grand Lodge, granting a charter, is not suf
ficient to entitle it to such representation. (The issuing of a 
commiBBion does not, of itself, qualify a person to act as a 
Justice of the Peace.) This we believe to be sound law, and 
to have.the support of tho highest authority. 

Motion (by MAcKEY) to allow officers of encau\pments ju~ 
chartered to vote, ruled out of order.-G. G. Em., 1856. Very 
properly ruled out of order.-C. ''. MooRE. A similar motion 
was made and rejected in the same body ill 1847. 

A chapter,* until its officers are elected and installed under 
its charter, is not entitled to be represented in Grand Chapter. 
-MELI.I!N in G. G. Chap., 184,7. C. W. MooaE, 1847. 

Tho following resolution was ruled out of order by the G. 
G. H. P. of the General Grand Chapter, in 1856: 

"R&olved, That the officers of the several chapters to which 
charters have just been ordered, haYo a right to seats in this 
G. G. Chapter, and a right to vote." 

On motion, the delegates of lodges to which warrants ha.d 
been granted, were allowed to vote upon all questions before 
the Grand Lodge, tho same as other members.-Mich., 1849 

On motion, resolved, that the delegates of lodges under dis
pensation be allowed one vote in the election.-lb. 

Both these votes we consider entirely erroneous.-llATCH, 
C. F. C. of N. Y., 1850. 

• For "chapter," read nlao "lodge."-G. W. C. 
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In the Grand Lodge of Ii:.I.mom, 1851, che.rters were voted 
to twelve lodges previously working under dispeneation, and 
their representatives were then "invited to take seats in 
Grand Lodge as members," and did so. 

Not entitled to vote until received warrant, and officers 
been installed. May be allowed to speak to all questions, and 
entitled to some mileage and per diem pay as mcmbers.
Jiieh., 1854. 

GENERAL PowEEB .un Pluvn.EoBS.-Under this head we give 
authorities that could not well be placed elsewhere. In de
fining the general powers and privileges of a lodge under dis
pensation, in any particular jurisdiction, reference should 
always be had to the regulations and 111age of that jurisdic
tion, as by these such bodies must be governed. 

Lodges under dispensation have full power to punish, by 
BUBpension or expulaion, any of its members for unmasonic 
oonduct.-.A.NDBBBO!f, G. M. Ill., 1855. Gra11ll Lodge do. 

The original and sole object for granting dispensations was 
to confer degrees. The brethren to whom the dispensation 
is granted, remain still under the jurisdiction of the nearest 
lodge to their respective residences, and by those lodges they 
can be tried for masonic offenses. The dispensation is 
alone to the petitioners; they cannot add to their numbers.
MBI.J.u, C. F. c. Miss., 1854. 

It is probably within the power of Grand Lodges to increaae 
the objects for dispensation.-lb. 

Your committee have grave doubts whether a lodge under 
dispensation has any right to try a brother .upon any charge 
whatever. Such a lodge cannot elect officers, its officers can
not be installed, it cannot affiliate members, or do any thing 
that a regular chartered lodge can do, except to confer the 
several degrees on candidates under the usual rules and reg
ulations.-S.a.YU, C. F. C • .Ala., 1854. 

The officers of a lodge under dispensation cannot be dealt 
with by the members of such lodge.-Ioura, 1858 
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Lodges under dispensation have no authority m elect 
officers to be inatalled under the charter until after the lodge is 
constituted. The officers to be first installed are those named 
in the charter.-ANDEBBON, G. M. m., 1855. Grand Lodge do. 

In case the Master of a lodge under dispensation dies, the 
Senior Warden succeeds, as in chartered lodges ; though the 
Grand Mast~r may appoint to fill the vacancy.-lb. 

A lodge under dispensation is but a temporary and incho
ate body, and is not entitled to repreaP.ntation in the Grand 
Lodge ; and those who work it do not forfeit their member
ship thereby in any other lodge while it so continues, but 
such membership is thereby suspended;-Res. Cal., 1855. 

Brethren who work a lodge U. D. are liable to the several 
lodges from which they hail, for lodge dues ; and those lodges 
must pay dues for them to the Grand Lodge.-Res. Min., 185';. 

A lodge under dispensation cannot make by-laws; and 
brethren made in a lodge under dispensation have not the 
right of voting until regularly admitted to membership after 
the lodge is chartered and constituted by the Grand Lodge.
Douauss, G. M. Fla., 1851. 

In KANsAS, lodges U. D. are allowed to admit members, 
adopt by-laws, and elect officers.-Vide Camt. 

A lodge U. D. cannot admit members, elect or install officers, 
make laws, be represented, or ite officers have seats in Grand 
Lodge.-GRAY, Miss., 1856. 

No lodge under dispensation shall be permitted to hold a 
public celebration on any masonic occasion whatever, unless 
the consent of the Grand Master, or, in his absence, the Dep
uty Grand Master, be first obtained.-Con8t. Neb. 

A chapter under dispensation does not, in our opinion, 
possess any power to try and expel a compalii.on from the 
fraternity.-C. W. MooaB1 1845. 

It i1:1 not necessary for a lodge under dispensation to initiate, 
craft or raise any candidates to entitle it to a charter.-Min , 
1856. 
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To form and open a lodge, after the manner of Free and Ac
cepted Masons, and therein to make frecmasons according to 
the ancient customs, and not otherwise, is all the power con
ferred by a dispensation. While in this state, not having 
been constituted, and, therefore, not inve~;ted with the power 
to elect officers, the Master cannot be installed. The brother 
appointed to fill the office may nevertheless take the chair, 
and discharge all the duties of presiding officer, without any 
further special qualification. At the expiration of the term 
for which the dispensation is granted, thtl brethren petition 
for a charter; if this be obtained, they are authorized to elect 
their own Master and other officers. They are then regularly 
constituted, and their officers duly installed by the Grand 
Lodge. Neither of these acts can be done under a dispensa
tion.-GBAY, Com. Mi&s., 1853. 

Our position is, that a lodge nuder dispensation can exer
cise no power that is not expressly conferred, or necessary 
to carry into effect such express power; and where, as in IN
DIANA, the dispensation only authorizes those to whom it is 
granted to meet, after the manner of Free and Accepted Ma
sons, and initiate, pass and raise masons, this is all that they 
can rightfully do. Where, as in NEw YoRK, the dispensation 
expressly gives them power to make masons, admit members, 
and form a code of by-laws, they may do so. The only ques
tion in such a case is as to the expediency of granting these 
extra and (until lately, if not now) unusual powers.-DouG
LASS, C. F. C. of Fla., 1855. 

A chartered lodge possesses all the ancient and inalienable 
rights and privileges appertaining to a masonic lodge, while 
a lodge under dispensation has just so many of those priv
ileges (not rights) as the Grand Lodge in its legislation 
chooses to endow it '~ith.-MoRms, Am. F. M., iii., 137. 

A lodge under dispensation is not in fact, nor can be prop
erly called, a true and perfect lodge. It has no charter, nor 
possesses any power, other than that expressed in the dis
pensation, which is simply to open a lodge and make masons, 
and that only for a limited time. They cannot be constituted 
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ae a lodge, nor their officers installed, nor elect members, nor 
can they pass and raise candidates.*-C. F. C. N.H., 1858. 

The opinion that it is not competent for a lodge under dis
pensation to adopt a code of by-laws, is contrary to the pmc
tice in VBRIIONT.-Com. Yt., 1858. 

Such a congregation of masons possesses but few of the fca
tru·es or constituent properties of a regular lodge. It is. not 
constituted; the Master and W a.rdens are not installed; they 
are not members of the Grand Lodge, nor are they in any 
collective capacity responsible or amenable to the Grand 
Lodge, but only to the Grand Master, who may revoke their 
dispensation at pleasure. They have no constitution, nor 
can they make one, nor can they elect officers, exercise ma
sonic discipline, or do any act or thing other than that they arc 
expressly authorized to do by the Grand Master, viz: to mako 
entered apprentices, pass and raise them. A lodge under dis
pensation cannot admit members by affiliation, and it cannot 
be legally empowered so to do, eit4er by the Grand Master 
or by the Grand Lodge.-WHITING, C. F. C. of D. C., 1856. 

The officers of a lodge under dispensation should not be 
installed; such lodges are not entitled to representation or 
vote in Grand Lodge, and cannot elect officers. In all other 
respects their rights, duties and privileges are the same as 
chartered lodges. They may affiliate members, try, suspend 
and expel members, and grant demits.-Res. Texas, 1852. 

A lodge working under dispensation has the same rights 
in reference to jurisdiction as a chartered lodge.-HUBIIARD, 
Ohio,..1853. 

A lodge under dispensation has the right to try its own 
members for unmasonic conduct. But if members of another 
lodge, from which they have not demitted, attach themselves 
to a lodge working under dispensation, such may be pro
ceeded against by the chartered lodge.-Ib. 

The dispensation authorizes the brethren to whom it is 
granted, "to form and open a lodge, after the manner of An-

• '!'bat Is, lo t"IIM stat.e.--G. W. C. 
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·oient Free and Aecept&d Masons, and therein to a.Wnit and 
·make masons." This we conCE'ive to be the full exiA .:.~t of the 
,powers delegated to, or that can.be legally exerciseu by, such 
lodges.-C. W. Moon, 1849. 

The presiding officers of lodges under dispensatioo. are not 
entitled to the rank of Past Master.-R.I. Mid&., 18!.il. 

It is not essential that the Master ahould have pawed the 
oriental chair.-Milu.BN, Aaxia, 185&. 

A merely temporary lodge cannot make by.Jawa; cannot 
elect officers; officers cannot be installed ; cannot admit me~ 
bers; persons made in are not members of; cannot do any 
thing, except congregate, enter, paas and raiae Freemasons.
MACJtU, P. M. L., 93. 

A lodge under dispensation is, in ComiBO'l'IOUT, at least, but 
a temporary organization, and may never have a permanent 
e:xistence.~u.a, C. F. C. Conn., 1855. 

We think that a lodge under dispensation cannot recom
mend a petition for a new lodge.-Mo.RRIS, Am. F. M., iii., 186. 

A lodge under dispensation has no authority to recommend 
a petition for a new lodge.-ANDBRSON, G. M. nl., 1855. 
Grand Lodge do. 

A lodge under dispensation, being the creature of the Grand 
Lodge, and itself in a state of probation, cannot properly 
recommend the issuance of dispensations to new lodges.
Res. Iowa, 1852. 

Chapters working U. D. have not power to recommend 
petitions for new chapters.-Res. Grand Chap. Texas, 1853. 

Nearly every American Grand Lodge requires that all 
petitions for a new lodge must be accompanied with the cer
tified recommendation of the lodge nearest the plaoe of the 
proposed new lodge. In those jurisdictions having D. D. G. 
Masters, the lljprobation of the District Deputy is usually 
required in aoaition to the above. Several Grand Lodges 
prescribe_ additional pre-requisites, as will be seen below. 

The Grand Lodge of MISSISSIPPI. requires the recommend. 
ation of the two lodges nearest the proposed one.-&s. 1856. ,. ' 
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KBNTUOKY requires the nearest lodge also to certify, thld 
the Master and Wardens recommended are qualified to confer 
the first degrees in :Masoory.-.Ra.1857. Ditto Corut. Kansa& 
Ditto. Reg. Ill. 

The Grand Lodge of MISSISSIPPI, in 1853, adopted a resolu
tion forbidding the recommendation of a petition for a new 
lodge, until the recommending lodge shall cause one or more of 
the petitioners to come before it, and, in open lodge, satisfac
torily exemplify the work and lectures in the three first degrees 
in Masonry. 

The first three officers named in a petition for a dispensa
tion shall appear before the lodge whose recommendation is 
necessary, and exhibit their work in the three degrees; and if, 
in the judgment of said lodge, said officers are competent to 
confer the degrees and impart the lectures, the said lodge 
may recommend the petitioners for a dispensation, and not 
otherwise.'--Res. N. Y., 1857. 

No dispensation or charter shall be granted to any set of 
masons, unless the Master and Wardens named in the appli
cation be first examined as to their proficiency in the three 
degrees, by the Master aud Wardens or lodge recommending 
them, and that said examination shall not be considered suf
ficient unless the entire ceremony of opening and closing the 
lodge, with all the lectures of each degree, are fully and com
pletel:r exhibited in open lodge, and such satisfactory exam
ination be endorsed on the application.-Res. Fla., 1858. 
Ark., 1853, (nearly verbatim.) 

Be~re any subordinate lodge shall recommend any petition 
for a new lodge, they shall require the brother named 1¥1 
Master of said new lodge, or one of the W ard$)ns, to appear 
in open lodge, and exemplify the work in the three degrees 
of Masonry to the satisfaction of the lodge.-Res. A.la., 1851. 

This Grand Lodge will not grant a charter to a new lodge 
unless the Grand Master or Grand Visitor certify that the 
three first officers thereof are competent, and duly qualified to 
perform the work required of them respectively, and are coR-
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versant with the ancient charges and landmarb.-Rn. .Jfit4. 
18!i5. 

Petition must be accompanied with evidence that they 
have, or can secure, a suitable place to hold their meetings.
R.n. do., '57. 

In IowA, the recommending lodge shall require the pro
posed Master or one of theW ardens to appear and exemplify 
the work in the three degrees; and slwll certify that the pe
titioners have provided a suitable and safe lodge-t"oom, and 
that each petitioner is in poSBession of a regular demit, (if 
the lodge of which he was last a member be in existence.)
Res.1852. 

Recommending lodges must certify to the good moral 
character of the petitioners ; that they are qualified to confer 
the degrees and give the lectures properly; that ths proposed 
location is favorable, and will not interfere materially with 
any other lodge ; and that they have a suitable room for 
.meetings.-Res. Ind., 1854. 

In ENGLAliD, the recommendation of the officers of a regular 
lodge is required, unless there be a Provincial Grand Master 
in the district or province, in which case his recommendation 

· is neceBBary. 

In IRELAND, the petition must be recommended by the Mas
ters of three regular lodges adjacent to the place of the pro
posed new lodge, and also by the Provincial Grand Master. 

In 8coTLAJ."D, the recommendation of the two nearest lodges 
and the Provincial Grand Master is required. 

To all petitions for dispensations there shall be al'tached 
the certificatA} of the Master of a chartered lodge, that the 
Master named in the petition is competent to confer the three 
degrees of Masonry.-Res. Cal., 1854. 

MDBERSHIP OF PETmoNBRS.-Whether or not the signers 
of a petition for a new lodge must withdraw their member· 
ship from their respective lodges, previous to signing the pe
tition, is a question not yet conclusively settled. The reg
ulations of some jurisdictions require such a withdrawal, and 
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others do not. The weight of authority seems, however, tc 
be adverse to such withdrawal, and, according to present 
usage, in the absence of local regulations to 1he contrary, it 

·may be considered unnecessary for the petitioners for a ne\v 
lodge to withdraw from their respective lodges until a chl\r
ter is granted the new lodge. (This, however, '\Vas not the 
ancient usage.) After a charter has been gl"llllted, they mlHit 
either withdraw from the one.or the other, because a brotOOr 
cannot be a member of more than one lodge .at the same time. 

A member of a chartered lodge dues not lose his member
ship therein, nor sever himself from his rights, as well as ob
ligations as such member, by joining in the organization, and 
aiding in the work of a new lodge under dispensation, even 
if he be one of the petitioners for such dispensation for a 
lodge. The lodge under dispensation is working. on trial 
only, and may never be chartered. If the new lodge· is char
tered, then, as in other cases of like kind, no brother can be 
a member of two chartered lodgeli at one and the same time. 
-HuBBARD, G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

Those who work it (a lodge U. D.) do not forfeit their mem
bership thereby in any other lodge while it so continues; 
but such membership is thereby suspended.-'Consts. N. Y. 
and Min. 

The petition must be accompanied with certifi~ates from 
the lodge or lodges to which they last belonged, or other 
satisfactory evidence of the good standing of the petitioners, 
and that they are not members of any lodge.-Const. Penn. 

Before application can be made to the Grand Lodge, by 
brethren already members of a lodge, for o. charter to form. a 
new one, the applicants shall pay up all dues to thllir lodge, 
and notify them in Wiiting that they intend applying for a 
charter to establish a new lodge. -Const. Va. 

When master masons, who are members of lodges under 
this jurisdiction, unite to form a new lodge, they shall not· 
Jose their membership in the lodges to which they previously 
belonged, until the charter for the new lodge is issued by the 
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Grand Lodge, when their membership shall cease in the lodgn 
from which they hailed, and shall immediately begin in the 
new lodge, unless they notify the new lodge to the contrary 
before its constitution.-Const. Ga. 

In the formation of a new lodge, a maeon may hold his 
membership in the number to which he belongs until the new 
one be chartered, when it shall immediately cease.-Const. 
D.C. ' 

In IowA., the petitioners must demit before petitioning, or 
show that the lodge to which they last belonged is no longer 
in existence.-Res. 1852. 

The petitioners, if members of a chartered lodge or lodges 
at the time of making an application for .a dispensation, do 
not forfeit, release or sever themselves from their rights or 
obligations therein, until a charter is granted to them.-HuM, 
G. M. Cal., 1853. 

When a dispensation has been granted by this Grand 
Lodge, the brethren signing the petition for the same shall 
be considered as having regularly demitted from the lodge of 
which they were members; provided, that they shall have 
paid all lodge dues.-Const. Ark. 

"Are members of a lodge obliged to withdraw from member
ship bifore signing a petition for a new lodge, or do they, by 
the act of signing the petition, become discharged from mem-· 
bership?" · 

In reply to the above question, we, in the first place, call at
tention to the fact that a mason can belong to but one lodge. 
Secondly, the ancient regulation touching this point, provides 
that, "when a lodge becomes thus numerous," that is, consists 
of more than forty or fifty members, "some of the ablest mas.
ter workmen, and others under their direction, will obtain 
leave to separate, and apply to the Grand Lodge for a war
rant to work by themselves." Here it is distinctly statc1 
that they must "obtain leave to separate,'' so that we may 
consider this point distinctly settled, so far as ancient usage 
is concerned, and that leave must be obtained lwfore they 
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petition for the new lodge. The manner of obtaining leave 
to withdraw is not specified in the ancient constitutions or 
regulations, but is left to the lodge and the petitioners. The 
question then is, what is necessary to satisfy the law requir
ing leave to be first obtained? We anawer, in the first place, 
that if the petitioners present their petition to their own 
lodge for its approval, as the lodge nearest the locality of the 
proposed new one, and the lodge approve of it, it at the same 
time virtually grants them "leave to withdraw," because the 
request is in reality not only that they consent to the forma
tion of the new lodge, but that the petitioners be the ones to 
form it, and a consent to either proposition is virtually a con
sent to both, pl"Ovided the contrary be not particularly speci
fied. But if the prayer of the petition be not granted, their 
membership remains as before. But in case either of the 
petitioners be a member of a lodge whose consent is not thus 
asked, then it appears to us plain that he must .first apply to 
his lodge for leave to withdraw, and then he may lawfully 
petition for a new lodge. We are of opinion that in this latter 
case, if the member in his application asks leave to withdraw 
"for the purpose of petitioning" for the new lodge, and the pe
tition for the new lodge is not granted, that his membership 
remains good.-CiusE, Mas. Jour., 1855. 

The question whether the membership of a brother ceases 
in the old lodge when he becomes a petitioner for a new 
lodge, is attracting some attention. Now, as a number of 
masons working under a dispensation is not a lodge, and may 
never become one, as no charter may ever be given them, it 
seems evident that the membership of the petitioners is not 
changed, but that they remain members of the old lodge, and 
subject to its regulations and discipline until the new lodge 
is chartered, when they become members of it by signing its 
constitution and by-laws.-C. F. C. of R. 1., 1852. 

The C. F. C. of Connecticut, for 1855, "question the correct
ness" of requiring a demit as a pre-requisite to signing a 
petition for a dispensation. 

The usage in this state, and we believe generally, relative 
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to brethren who petition for a dispensation for a new lodge, 
is not to require them to demit from the old lodge until the 
new lodge receives a cbarter.-MELLBN, C. F. C. Mrss., 18M. 

The Deputy Grand Master of GEORGIA, in 1852, says tt.at a 
demit is not neceuary to enable brethren to procure and act 
under a dispensation to form 11. new lodge. Tho C. F. C. of 
Maryland, in reviewing the above, say, "this is not correct 
masonic law." 

Your committee hold, thllot the vote of the lodge avouching 
the moral character and masonic qualification of the brethren 
named in the application for a new lodge, and recommenll"mg 
the Grand Master to grant the prayer of their petition, is, to 
_all intents, equivalent to a vote granting them letters dismis
sory from such lodge; and their acceptance of tho boon 
sought is a consummation of the transaction, provided such 
new lodge be duly constituted.-TBRALL, Com. Mas. ll'ri& 
Ohio, 1855. 

We hold to the doctrine that a petitioner for a dispensation 
to open a new lodge neither loses his membership, nor is 
forced to demit prior to signing, because the body formed 
under the dispensation is not, strictly speaking, a lodge, but 
merely an authorized assemblage of masons, permitted to 
work temporarily, and for 11. limited period. 

A mason, being a member of a lodgo, and desirous of assist
ing in the formation of a new one, should first obtain the con
sent of his lodge ; if the petition be recommended by his 
lodge, that is equivalent to a permission. His membership is 
then suspended in his lodge until the new lodge rec~ives a 
charter, after which it ceases. But should the charter not bo 
granted, his membership in his former lodge revives.- C. F. C. 
of La., 1851. 

We do not think tho membership of petitioners is sus· 
ponded at all ; nor that it is changed or affected by the fact 
of petitioning, until the dispensation is granted. From the 
date of the dispensation, according to the practice of some, 
and from the date of organizing under the dispensation, ao-
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cording to the practice of olhers, lheit membership ceases in 
their old lodge, and they become members of the new one 
under dispensation. This true date, we think, is the date of 
organizing under the dispensation.-HATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 
1852. 

In 1854, the Grand Lodge of MrcmoAN adopted a resolution 
declaring that it will not grant a charter to a new lodge, 
unless under the certificate of the Grand Master or Grand 
Lecturer, that the three first officers thereof are competent 
and duly qualified to perform the work required of them re
spectively, and that they are conversant with the ancient 
charges and landmarks. 

A petitioner for a lodge to work under dispensation must, 
when the dispensation expires, and a warrant is granted in~ 
stead, give notice to which lodge be intends to belong, or he 
will be deemed a member of the new lodge.-LEwiB, G. M. of 
N. Y.,1858. 

The Master of a warranted lodge may be Master of a 
lodge under dispensation, and the same rule applies to other 
lodge officers.*-LEwrs, G. M. of N. Y., 1858. 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary is hereby instructed, 
that, in addition to the pre-requisites heretofore necessary, he 
shall require all petitioning brethren for a dispensation to de
posit with him certificates of dismissal from the lodges of 
which they were last memberil.-Conn., 1854. 

We must be allowed to question the correctness of this 
(above) course.-C. F. Ala., 1855. 

The mere signing of a petition for a dispensation to a new 
lodge, does not demit the signer from his lodge; consequently, 
dues are properly chargeable against him in the chartered 
lodge, and not in the lodge under dispensation.-Wis., 1855. 

In INDIANA, petitioners for a new lodge are not required to 
demit until on the issuance of a charter.-1855. 

• A special committee or six unanimously decidod that the above dccL•Ioo 
conlllcted with the constitution, which suspends the membership or all who take 
parlin a lodge U. D., and, therefore, a Master cculd not lawfully preside In botll 
I>Odlos.-G. W C. 
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The act of joining in a petition for a dispensation for a new 
lodge does not in any manner affect their relations or liabil
ities as members of the lodges to which they are at present 
attached. When the new lodge is chartered they are reo 
quired to withdraw from their present lodge, or close their 
their connecfon with the new lodge.-C. W. Moou,1850. 

Petitioning for a dispensation for a new lodge does not 
sever connection in old lodge.-RwB, D. G. M. Ga., 1865. 

The membership of petitionel'll, recommended tu such by 
their lodge, ceases in the old lodge the moment the new lodge 
is constituted.-Com. Ju1·is. Ohio, 1855. 

The recommendation of a petition for a dispcnaation (by a 
lodge) implies a consent fOl' the trauafer of snch of its mem- · 
bers as may be named in the petition.-Hw.ua, G. M. Miss,. 
1855. 

The act of recommending the petitioners for a new lodge is 
tantamount to a permiBBion to withdraw, and actnally dis
charges them from membership in that lodge.-C. Moon, 1848. 
Ohio, 1848. 

If a lodge working under a dispensation be a legal lodge, 
(which we think will not be denied,) it must have members. 
The individuals named in the dispensntion compose its mem
bers, and cannot, at the 8..'\me time, be members of any other 
lodge.-lb. 

In all cases of granting dispensations for new lodges, the 
·applicants who shall be members of lodges other tha~ that 
recommending such application, shall first regularly withdraw 
their membership from their respective lodges.-Ohio, 1848. 

Petitioners for a lodge U. D. remain members of their old 
lodge, and are subject to the payment of dues until the dis
pensated lodge is chartered, when they should withdraw 
from one or the other.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1851. 

Grand lodge dues should not be charged for members com· 
posing a lodge under dispensation.-Ohio, 1854. 

Their membership ceases in the one, and commences in the 
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other, precisely when the new lodge is duly constituted.
Ohio, 1855. 

The certificates of demit of all brethren who shall petition 
for a dispensation for a new lodge, shall be filed with said pe. 
tition.-Re.~. Miss., 1854. 

Not required to demit. Become regularly demitted from 
the old lodge when the new one receives a charter.-AND•:~to 
BON, G. M. Ill., 1855. Grand Lodge do. 

The :Master of a chartered lodge cannot unite in petition -
for a new lodge, for that would neceBSarily carry with it the 
resignation of his office.*-lb. 

I consider it neceBSary to withdraw from a lodge before 
signing a petition for a new one.-MooRB, G. M. Mieh., 1849. 

• Shall pay all their dues to their lodge, and give notice in 
writing of intention to apply for dispensation.-Res. Mich., 
1851. 

No demits accompanying said petition, we recommend 
that no charter be granted. [Adopted.]-Mich., 1858. 

Brethren who work a lodge under dispensation, are liable 
to the several lodges from which they hail for dues.-Min., 
1857. 

It seems to be generally admitted that a mason may become 
attached to a lodge under dispensation without forfeiting his 
membership in the chartered lodge.-Moaars, Am. F. M., v., 12. 

If a lodge under dispensation fails to receive a charter. 
such·of the members as did not demit when they signed the 
petition for the dispensation, resume their former member. 
ship.-MoRRis, Am. F. M., iv., 45. 

" Strange doctrine, if tho preceding paragraph is correct.-G. W. C 
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A NON·A.FFJLIATBD mason is one who is not a contributing 
member of any lodge. It is now well settled that such 
brethren are subject to the nearest lodge (or that in whose 
jurisdiction they reside) for unmasouic conduct;* are not 
entitled to charity from the lodge fund; to visit any lodge; to 
join in masonic processions, or to masonic burial. They can
not claim any of the benefits or privileges of the lodge organ-. 
ization; but are entitled, and subject, to all the rights and 
privileges, claims and duties, belongiug to them as individual 
members of the fraternity. 

Any mason who does not contribute to the funds, or belong 
to some lodge, shall not be entitled to visit more thau twice 
while he so continues, or to join in processions, or receive 
assistance or relief, or masonic burial.-Comt. N. Y. 

No brother made in a lodge beyond this jurisdiction, and 
having been a resident here for three years without joining a 
lodge, shall be entitled to masonic relief; nor shall his family 
be entitled to apply therefor.-Const. Penn. 

No master mason wl10 shall live in the vicinity of a lodge 
under this jurisdiction for one year, and who is able to pay 
the dues required by said lodge, and shall neglect to affiliate, 
(unless he shall be a member of a lodge under some otlJCr ju
risdiction,) sha.ll be allowed the right to visit, to assist at any 
of the public ceremonies and processions of the order; be en
titled to masonic burial; or to receive relief for himself or 
family from the charity funds of the order.-Const. La . 

.Any demitted brother who does not unite with some other 

• Bee "LAid...._, Peoal Jurlsdlcllon." 
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lodge, 88 well 88 all non-effiliated brethren, shall not be en
titled to any of the benefits of Masonry, such as the burial ser
vice, uniting in masonic celebratioos, laying comer-stones, 
visiting lodges, &c. Nor shall they or their families have 
any claims upon the fraternity for pecuniary aid, in case of 
misfortune and distreSB.-Const. Wis. 

Any mallon who does not contribute to the funds, or belong 
to some lodge, shall not be entitled to join in processions, to 
receive assistance, or masonic burial.-Comt. Mi11. 

In KENTUCKY, a lodge may or may not bury a non-a.ffiliated 
mason, 88 it may elect, irrespective of his otherwise good 
standing or 1Iis request. 

Non-affiliated masons shall have no claim o.- right to 
aid from the charity funds of this Grand Lodge, or its subo.r
dinates; nor sltall a non-affiliated mason be permitted to viait 
a lodge more than twice, without the unanimous consent oi 
the members present.-Const. :Jlo. 

No brother residing in the province, .and not affiliating with 
some lodge, shall be entitled to the benefit of the benevolent 
fund for himself or family, to masonic burial, nor to take part 
in any masonic ceremony, public or private, nor entitled to~ 
masonic privilege whatever; nor can he be permitted to visit 
any one lodge in the town or place where he resides more 
than once, during his secession from the craft.-Const. Ca. 

No mason thus situated should be debarred tho privilege 
of presenting complaints against members of a lodge.-Com. 
lowa, 1848. 

Non-affiliated master masons who refuse to contribate to 
the support of the institution, unless prevented by disability, 
by so doing, forfeit all the rights, privileges and benefits of 
the order.-Ru. Ill., 1850. 

When a mason permanently withdraws his memberahip he 
diBBevers all connection between himself and the lodge orgutt
ization of tho order. He divests himself of all the rights and 
privileges which belong to him as a member of that organ. 
ization. Among these rights are those of visitation, pecu-
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Diary aid, and masonic b1U'ial. Whenever he approachee tba 
door of the lodge, he is to be met in the light of a profane. 
But from the well-known maxim of " once a mason, always a 
JD88on," it follows that a demitted brother cannot by snch de
mission divest himself of all his masonic responsibilities to 
his brethren, nor be deprived of their correlative responsi
bility to him. He is still bound by certain obligations, of 
which he cannot, under any circumstances, divest himself, 
and by similar obligations are the fraternity bonnd to him. 
Of those are such as secrecy, aid in the hour of preBBing 
danger, and reverence and respect for a brother's family.
MAcKEY. 

This Grand Lodge hereby instructs its subordinate lodges 
not to grant relief to any applicant, out of the lodge flmds, 
unless he produces evidence of being a member of some reg
mar lodge, or satisfactorily accounts for the absence of such 
evidence, or assigns sufficient reasons for not being a mem
ber of some regular lodge.-Res. Texas, 1854. 

When a non-affiliated mason applies to adjoin a subordinate 
lodge, and is rejected, such rejected mason shall have the 
right to demand an investigation ; and if, upon such investiKa
tion, it shall appear that no objection exists against him suf
ficient to affect his masonic standing, or if an investigation 
shall be refused by the lodge so rejecting him, he shall not 
be liable to the masonic deprivations provided in section 
fifty-one of the constitution.-Res. N. Y., 1855. 

· Resolved, That all subordinate lodges be forbidden the giv· 
ing of masonic relief to any who shall not, to the satisfaction 
of such lodge, have proved themselves regma.rly affiliated 
masons.-lb. 

No lodge within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge shall, 
more than once, admit as a visitor any resident mason who is 
not a member of some lodge; and no resident mason who has 
remained, or shall remain, non-affiliated more than one year, 
sh;Ul be aUowed to participate in any public procession or 
ceremony; nor shall any such, nor their widows or orphans, 
'Le entitled to, or receive any benefit whatever from, any 
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lodge. AU such non..tliliaW mailons being regarded as in 
the light of profanes, not known to the fraternity in any of its 
organized forms.-R111. D. C., 1866. 

A non-aftiliated mason, who has not been excused from be
coming a member of a lodge, (by the subordinate lodge 
in whose jurisdiction he resides,) shall not be entitled to join 
in any masonic procession, or be entitled to masonic burial, or 
to any pecuniary aid from a lodge.-Res. Va., 1856. 

No master mason who, for the period of six months, shall 
reside in the vicinity of a subordinate lodge, and shall neglect 
to affiliate himself therewith, shall be permitted to visit any 
lodge under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, be entitled 
to masonic burial, or receive relief from the charity fund of 
the order, or allowed to assist at any public ceremonies or 
processions of the fraternity.-Res. N. C., 1855. 

Demitted and non-affiliated brethren who continue to reside 
for the space of six months in the vicinity of a lodge, without 
joining, or applying to join the same, have no right to visit a 
lodge, unless by consent of the same, with or without terms; 
nor to relief from the lodge ; nor to join her local proce6-
sions ; nor to masonic buriaL-Res. Ark., 1852. 

Upon a demand being made upon us under any of the spe
cific obligations, the question should not be, is he a member 
of any subordinate lodge? but, is he a mason? and one of good 
standing? Nor will it do to pronounce him unworthy in con
sequence of his position as a non-affiliated mason; for this 
demitting or withdrawal has been done by and with the con.' 
sent of his brethren, acting in the capacity of a just and 
legal lodge, under the constitution, rules and regulations of 
the Grand Lodge, under which the same may be held. The 
queetic:n ought, therefore, to be transferred from the propo
sition ro impose restrictions and disability npon non-affiliated 
masons, to that of the right of a subordinate lodge to grani 
demits to its members, unless for the purpose of joining some 
other lodge; and even then we are unprepared to concede 
the legitimat.e power of the Grand Lodges to establish a reg 
ulati.on forbidding its subor~inates from granting demita 
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Even conceding the power, we should oonsider it an unwise 
policy, under existing circumstances, so to do.-Com. Juri&. 
Va., 1855. 

None but affiliated masons, who regularly pay their annual 
dues to the subordinate lodge to which they belong, shall 
hereafter, in CMO of death, be buried with masonic honors; 
and neither are tl1ey, nor their families, entitled to masonic 
charity.-Res . .Ala., 1854. 

The Grand Lodge of GEORGIA, in 1855, by an amendment to 
its constitution, declared that masons non-affiliated for twelve 
months, shall not be permitted to visit any lodge, nor entitled 
to any of the privileges or benefits of Masonry. 

The rights and responsibilities of a non-affiliated mason are 
fixed. His duties and obligations remain the same, in every 
particular, excepting tlwse which necessarily spring from his 
connection with nn organized lodge. lle is morally and so
cially bound to render, not only his aid and assistance on all 
proper occasions, and at proper times, but is entitled to aid 
and assistance, when l1e asks for it in the proper and conven
tional way. lie may not be strictly entitled to demand pecu
niary relief out of the lodge fuuds, but where is the rule or 
principle to be found which will cut him off from all. tho 
rights and privileges of a .Master? Rights and duties are 
reciprocal, and so long as he continues a mason, just so long 
will his general immunities remain.-DANIEL, C. F. C. Mi.~'·• 
1857. 

Our position is, that by virtue of his initiation, tl1e candi· 
date is received into full membership in the fraternity, and is 
invested with all those general privileges, and becomes enti
tled to all those general benefits, which were possessed and 
eJ,ljoyed by members of the order, before the organization of 
private lodges as fixed and permanent bodies, governed by 
special and local rules. These privileges and benefits we 
hold to be irrevocablt>. He inherits them by virtue of in· 
itiation, and they entitle him, until forfeited by his own act, 
to ilie individual friendship, protection and relief of his 
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brethren. wherever he may sojourn on the :taoe of the broad 
world. This is ancient Freemasonry, and it iM universal Free. 
masonry. * * * The lodge is to him as a private body. 
If he contributes nothing to its support, he has no claim upon 
its privilcgils, as a /odgt. Though ~e has no claim (if non-af.. 
filiated) upon the private chality fund of U1e lodge, or to m:J.. 

sonic bulial, yet he, his widow and orphans, have an irresist
ible claim upon every individual brother of the craft, for such 
relief and protection as their necessities may require, so long 
as he sustains a character for sobriety and honor._,.(). W. 
MooRE. 

Resolved, That all non-affiliated masons within this jurisdic
tion be summoned to present themselves at the lodge nearest 
their respective places of abode, and alftliate with said lodge, 
or show good cause for the contrary ; and U1at all those who, 
being duly summoned, refuse to affiliate, or show cause for 
the contrary, ought to be regarded as unworthy of our casonic 
charities.-Ru. Cal., 1854. 

Non-affiliated masons who refuse to contribute to the sup
port of the institution, unless prevented by disability, do, by 
so doing, forfeit all the rights, privHeges and benefits of the 
order.-Rts. Cq.l., 1852. 

I take t'b.e ground, that every mason living in a state of 
voluntary non-affiliation, ipso facto, disfranchises himself of all 
the rights and benefits of Masonry, by a continued and volun
tary violation of the constitution of Masonry, which says~ 
"Every brother ought to belong to some regular lodge."
DoVE, Va., 1855. 

' No master mason who, for six mouths, shall reside in the 
vicinity of a lodge, and neglect to affiliate therewith, or pay 
dues to, shall be pennitted to visit any lodge tmder this 
jurisdiction; be entitled to masonic burial ; to rece.:·ve relief. 
from the charity fund of the order; or allowed to assist 
at any public ceremonies or processions of the frati!rnity .. -
Res. Ind., 1854. 

It is my order that all non-affiliated within your jurisdiction 
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be requested to apply for ruembel"llhip in some lodge in their 
vicinity, before [«late] next. That allllllch as do not petition 
for membership, and all whose applications may be rejected, 

·be required to pay dues. That all who remain unaffiliated, 
-l and do not pay dues within (days], be summoned to appear at 
I the next m!leting, aud show cause why they should not bo 

suspended. No cause will bo valid but indi·gence. Excuse 
no one who is able to pay. If ailY brother is not excused, and 
refuses or neglects to pay his dues, it is your duty to suspend 
him,· and report the same to Grand Lodge.-Circular onler 
G. M. Dl., (BosK,) 1858. 

Non-alliliated mllllOnB should not be debarred the privilege 
of presenting complaints against members of a lodge.-Iowa, 
1848. 

A demit is simply a withdrawal from tlte special duties of a 
lodge. It releases a mason from-1. A regular attendance 
upon lodge meetings. 2. General obedience to the by-laws. 
3. Attendance upon masonic processions. 4. The paymeRt 
of lodge dues. It deprives him of-1. All benefits from the 
lodge fund. 2. The· privilege of referring any difficulties 
he may have with a Lrother mason to the lodge for adjudica
tion. 3. M.asonic burial, save at the option of the lodge. 4. 
The right to visit mal!onic lodges ·or to join in masonic pro
cession, save by special courtesy. But it leaves him subject 
-1. To the general SllliCrvision which the lodge exercises 
over the morals of "II masons within its jurisdiction. 2. To 
be called upon spedal summons. 3. To the full force of all 
his masonic obligations. And it leaves in undisputed posaes
sion of-1. A claim for aid or for counsel and advicll upon 
individual nu\Rous, wherever dispersed. 2. The same claim to 
accrue to his widow awl orphans after his decease. .A sum
~ing up of these poiut11 will show that demitted masons aus
tain the same-relation1!llip to tlte order as affiliating masons, but 
are freed from the pec1iliar relationships which bound them 
to tlte lodge. 'Vere there no lodges, all would l1e non-affiliat
ing masons, as happened in hrgc districts during the anti
masonic difficulties in lt\26--36. Were the ancient practice of 

8 
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emergent lodges to be revived,* the distinction between af. 
filiating and non-al1iliating members would be lost.-Rou. 
MoRRIS. 

If a non-affiliated brother will not affiliate himself with. 
some lodge, the Ornnd Lodge may demand dues from him, 
and if he will not pay, may debar hiu1 the privilege of visit
ing its subordina.tl'S, and withhold from him the charities o 
the Orand Lodge, lmt it cannot suspend him from the rights 
and privileges of Masom·y.-P ARVIN, C. F. C. Iowa, 1848. 

A non-affiliatetl mason baa not a right to prefer a charge in 
the lodge against another non-affiliated mason.-MoRRIB, Am. 
F. M., ii., 15. .A non-affiliated mason can prefer charges only 
through the Grand Lodge.-lb., iii., 105. 

I am clearly of" opinion that masons who belong to no 
lodge, ought not to have a vote in a lodge, on any question.
BIERCE, Mas. Rev., vii., 81. 

Resolved, 'l'hat any chapter under the juried.iction of this 
Grand Chapter, is hereby prohibited from conferring the 
chapter degrees on an. unaffiliated mason.-Ga., 1856. 

"Resolt·ed, That no non-affiliated master mason ought to 
receive the chapter degrees, and that every royal arch mason 
under this jurisdiction ought to be an affiliated member of 
some Master's lodge."-Gr: Cltt1p. Vt., 1857. 

Brethren who have never been, or 'vho have ceased to be, 
affiliated, have not the same claims upon lodges that are con
ceded to contributing members. Such brethren have not 
good claim upon the charity fund Qf the lodg~>s. * · * * * 
Non-affiliated brethren are not entitled to masonic funm~l hon
ors. They may claim the right to join in pulllic processions 
on the festival days of the fraternity, b11t not on loca.l occa
sions, when the procession is limited to the members of a pri
vate lodge and their invited brethren.-C. W. Moon~, F. M. 
Mag., vi., 321. 

Any master mason within the jurisdiction of this Orand 
• It Is not two centurleo aince chartcrod Jodgoo orlginat.a. Prmoua"ty to u .. & 

Ume, masons oould meet In any retired place, and make D".aBODI or worthy appU· 
QDtll by lliberen\ rlgll\. 
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Lodge,' who shall neglect or refuse to pay the ordinary lodge 
do.ea, shall be deprived of all the rights, benefita and priv·· 
ilegea of the lodges ; that ia to say, the rigllt to .. viait and 
associate with the regular members in the lodge-hall. The 
right to ask and demand charity or pecuniary aid from the 
lodge or its funds, for himself or fumily. The right to join or 
move in masonic processions. The right to a masonic burial. 
Prooided, however. that any such master mason who shall 
apply for membership in the lodge, and be rejected, or who 
shall obviously be unable to pay dues, shall not be subject to 
this resolution.-Res. Miss., 1855. 

Not Entitled to Visit Lodges. 

As early as 1733, (which was within sixteen year!! of tho 
first organization of lodges and Grand Lodges, as at present 
constituted,) the right of visitation was denied to non-affiliate1l 
masons, and the privilege restricted. It is well settled that 
such brethren are not entitled to the privilege, and that tho • 
Grand Lodge may grant or withhold it, at pleasure. 

No mason, not a member of some subordinate lodge, shall 
be allowed to visit the same lodge, in the place where he 
resides, more than twice, without the permission of the Mas
ter or vote of the lodge.-Consts. Mass. and Wis. 

Nor can a resident of any town, village or city, where there 
is a lodge, claim a right to be admitted as a visitor more than 
twice, unless lie is a member of some subordinate lodgo.
Comt • .N.Y. 

A brother who is not a member of a lodge, Blmll not be 
permitted to visit any lodge under this jurisdiction more than 
once.-Const. Penn, 

No brother who is a re11illent, shall be allowed to visit a 
lodge more than once, without becoming a member of some 
regular lodge under this jurisdiction.=-Const. S. C. 

No lodga shall-admit nny resident mason. not a member of 
some lodge, to visit said lodge more than three times.-Const 
D.C. 
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Nor shall any pennanent resident non-affiliated mason be 
pennitted to visit any one lodge in this jurisdiction more 
than threfo times while he remains thus non-affiliated. -Oonst. 
Minn. 

No non.affiliated mason can • be ·allowed to visit any lodge 
while any member of that lodge objectB.-ANDERBON, G. M. 
lll., 1855. Grotid Lodgt do. 

No master ma~~on, not a contributing member to any lodge 
within this Grand Lodge jurisdiction, shall; without invitation 
from the Master or a Warden, be· allowed to visit the same 
lodge more than twice, unless he join some regular lodgc.
Comt.Md. 

No brother that Jives within or about this town (that is not 
a member ofthis lodge) shall be admitted as a visitor, before 
he has siguified his desire of being a member and paying hiB 
quarterage, or else make it appear that he is actually a mem-

• ber of a regular lodge, unless by dispensation of the Master 
and Wardens.-By-law of 1733. 

A non-affiliated mason loses the general right to visit 
lodges, or to walk in masonic processions.-MACKEY U. M. L., 
xvii., 295. 

No non-affiliated mason, under this jurisdiction, shall be 
allowed to visit any lodge under this jurisdiction more than 
three times, unless he shall apply to the lodge nearest to 
where he· resides for membership. Protided, That if a mason 
shall apply to the lodge nearest his residence, for affiliation, 
and shall be rejected, he shall not be denied any of the priv
ileges of a mason in good standing.-.Ru. Texas, 1854. 

No mason residing within the jurisdiction of a lodge shall 
visit the same more than three times without becoming a 
member thereof, e:s:cept sojourners, unless they be members 
in good standing of some lodge in this jurisdiction.-Re.~. 
Mich., 1855. 

Any master mason who shall refuse or neglect, for the space 
of twelve months, to bl,lcome a mert1ber of some lodge within 
this Jurisdiction, shall not be permitted to visit any lodge 
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within this juriadictibn.-Const. Ga., 1855. Same in N&IIJUEP 
u, except the time prescribed is six montha.-Ra. 1858. 

TAXATION oF.-il'he right of a Grand Lodge to tax non
affiliated masons, for any p•rpose or object, has been, and 
still is, unsettled. Though much may be said on the other 
side of the question, we arc clearly of opinion that such right 
does not exist. 

Some Grand Lodges require an annual tax to be paid by 
all masons within their jurisdiction, on pain of suspension or 
expulsion. Your committee doubt whether, on refusal of a 
mason to comply with said requisition, the lodge have the 
power to enforce their edicts without a hearing and triai.
HABWELL, c. F. c. Yt., lS(t. 

Ruolved, That it is inexpedient for this Grand Lodge to 
ad9pt any regulation to COJllpel masons who are not members 
of any Grand lodge, to pay a tax for the support of the insti
tution, or to require such masons to unite with lodges, con
trary to their inclination, or against the dictates of their own 
judg~ent.-Res. N. Y., 1848. 

I doubt the propriety or policy of taxing non-affiliated 
masons, lwder penalty of suspension or expulsion for failure 
to po.y.-G. M. of N.C., 1847. 

We have always dissented fwm the action of those Grand 
Lodges that have required a tax of non-affiliated brethren, for 
any purpose. Especially have we objected when expulsion 
has been made the penalty of non-payment of the tax. Such a 
regulation is neither legal, politic nor just.-C. W. Moon, 1849. 

It is an innovation upon the ancient regulations, to tax non
affiliated masons.-.Del. 1855. 

That cannot be charity which compels a mason to pay 
dues.-KINo, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1855. 

We do not hold to the right of taxing non-a.ffiliated masons, 
nor do we believe it right to do it.-BLACKEKER, C. F. C. of 
N.C., 1851. 

After a careful examination of the authorities, I cannot deny 
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. to any man the rig/It of withdrawing, whenaoever he Pleaaes· 
* * * If, then, he has a right to withdraw, it clearly fol
lows that we have no right to tax him, which is only 'one 
mode of inflicting a fine or penalty for an act, the right to do 
which we have conceded.-MACK'EY, U. M. L., :s:vii., 291. 

The object of Maso11ry ~ver was to extort, nolens wlen.. 
money from its votaries. Such are not its piil\eifllos or teach 
inga.-C. F. C. Md., 1847. 

A. lodge or Grll.lld Lodge haa not the right to suepend or expel 
8 maBOJl from all the benefits of .~y for. failing to pay a 
levy in form of a tax or contribution, if his flK)ral sl:!'ncliDc 
J"ema.ins otherwise unimpeached. A. J~son cannQt be de
prived of his general privileges " rigAt!l fqr a viol~ of 
8 local or lodge regulation, unless such violation involves 
.his general obligations t~ the fraterniiy.-GRAY, }!iss. Am. 
F. M., iii., 125. 

Masons not members of any lodge, B~ re8iding in the 
.jurisdiction of .tms Grand. • ~ge, ehall pay in:to the grand 
treasury the same dues as are .requirod of the subordina.te 
lodges for each member, and for non-compliance. shall not be 
permitted to. visit any lodge in this jurisdiction more than 
once.-Const. Iowa, 1844. This measure seems to us too just 
to need defense.-PARVJN, C. F. C. lot.tJa, 1852. 

The Grll.lld Lodge of LouisiANA (1847) approved the prac
tice of taxing non-affiliated masons, or de barring tl1cm the 
privilege of visiting the lodges under its jurisdiction. The 
Grand Lodge of ALABAMA (184'i) disapproved of the practice. 

Masters of lodges (wllen two exist in tlle same place, this 
rule shall be enforced by tlle oldest lodge.) are positively 
enjoined to require non-affiliated master masons under tlleir 
jurisdiction, to pay lodge and Grand J.odge dues ; and in 
default of such payment being made, (under the same regula
tions as are applicable to members,) all such non-conforming 
brothers shall be promptly declared by said subordinate 
lodge to have forfeited, under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Lodge, all the righta and privileges of masons, and be so 
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returned to the Grand and all Subordinate Lodges: Pt'011itkd, 
that this regulation shall not apply to those who may have 
applied for, and been denied, membership in such subordinate 
lodge; and pr0'11ilhd, jl¥'11Mr, that the non-afliliant may elect, 
before service of summons is had, tho lodge to which he will 
pay his dues.-Const. Iowa. 

We think that a Grand Lodge L.a.s a right to pass a law 
taxing non-affiliated masons, but that a subordinate lodge has 

_not-such a. right.-Momus, Am. F. M., ii., 59. 

A.aseelling dUe& upon non...mliated masons, is in accordanoe 
with the ~&undest prinoiplea of Masonry.-C. Moou, MtU. 
Rev., vii., 191. 

Every lodge slWl be required to collect of every,1111affiliated 
freemason, residing :within this state, who ahall visit said lodge 
while at work, a vi&iting fee equivalent to one-fourth of the 
annual dues required by its by-laws to be paid by a member 
til.ereof.-Const. Ga. 

A lodge can compel a demitted brother, living within its 
jarisdiction, to pay dues, and on his refusal or failure to do 
so, can ·suspend or expel him.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1861. 



C.ANDIDATBS. 
JURISDICTION OVEJt. 

To jurisdiction of a lodge extends throughout the limit. 
of the town in which it is located, and half-way to tlte nearest 
lodge in adjoining towns where there is no lodge; uupt tbat 
it cannc1t extend beyond the line of the state. 

A lodge cannot confer the. degrees upon a candidate who 
resides nearer some other lodge, (with the above exoeptiODS,) 
without the consent of IJUch other lodge;. nor upon a candi
date who resides in another state, without consent of the sub
ordinate lodge within whose jurisdiction he resides, and of 
the Grand Lodge or Grand Master of such state. 

Two or more lodges located in any one town or city, hold 
concurrent jurisdiction, under the same restrictions as above. 
We are of opinion that a Grand Master, or Grand Lodge, has 
not the right to allow any lodge to confer degrees upon a can
didate who belongs to the jurisdiction of another lodge, with
out the consent of the latter. 

No lodge shall, unless by dispensation, initiate any candi
date, when there is a lodge, under this jurisdiction, nearer 
his residence than the one to which he applies; except sea
men, or where two or more lodges are held in the same town 
or place, in which case he may apply to either.-Const. Md. 

All applications for initiation shall be made to the lodge iu 
th' town where the petitioner resides, if there be a lodge in 
such town; but if there be none, then he shall apply to the 
lodge nearest his residence. And no person residil',g in a 
town where there is a lodge, shall be initiated in any other 
town, without the written consent and approbation of the 
MastoN and Wardens of that lodge.-Comt. Mt:uL 



-------------

U'l 

No lodge shall act upon the petition of an applicant for the 
degrees, whose residence is nearer some other lodge, unleBB 
by written sanction of such lodge, or of tho Grand Lodge of 
the state from which he hails.-Const. N. C. 

No resident of this state shall be permitted to take his 
degrees in any lodge under this jurisdiction, unleBB it be in 
the lodge nearest his usual place of residence, without special 
dispensation; provided this rule shall not apply to residents 
in the parishes of St. Philip and St. Michael, who may be 
admitted to any of the Charleston lodges.-Comt. 8. C. 

No candidate shall be entered, passed, or raiseQ, in any 
other lodge than that nearest his usual residence; without a 
recommendation from tho lodge or lodges held nearest the 
residence of said candidate.-Comt. Ga. 

All applications for initiatio~, degrees, or membership, must 
be made to the lodge most convenient to the residence of the 
applicant, (lodges in the city of New Orleans excepted.)-
Const. La. · 

No candidate shall be received in any lodge but the one 
nearest his residence : Pr~J'Vilkd he may be received in any 
other lodge by vote of said nearest lodge ; and provided, fur
ther, that in any city or town, any lodge therein may receive 
an applicant resident in said city or town.-Consts. Ohio and 
Indiana. 

No petition for initiation shall be received by any lodge 
under this jurisdiction from a person residing nearer some 
other lodge, without the consent of the Master and Wardens 
of the lodge nearest his residence.-Const. W:is. 

No lodge shall receive and act upon 'the petition of an 
applicant for initiation or admission, whosE!' residence may be 
nearer some other lodge under this jurisdiction, without the 
consent of such nearest lodgc.-Consts. lowa and Missouri. 
Res. Tenn., 1857. TANNEHILL, 1851. 

Resolved, That it be the decision of this Grand Lodge, that 
no subordinate lodge can, in any case, make a mason of a 
person residing within the proper bounds or jurisdiction of 

8* 
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any otner subordinate lodge, (the location of the candidl!.te 
and circumstances of the case being duly considered,) with
out a dereliction from ma~~onic UBage and proper courtesy 
due to their brethren, until the initiating lodge shall receive, 
officially certified, the consent and approbation of tho sister
lodge, and the same be entered upon the records.-New York, 
1851. 

No candidate shall be received in any lodge o1lt of the 
county in which- he reaides, if there is a regular WQl"~ 
lodge in such county, WJleu with the unanimma COIIIIebi 
thereof."-Const. Neb. 

We undel'l!tand the usage to be, that the application shall 
be made to the lodge nearest the roeidcnce of the petitioner; 
and if he be received by any other lodge, that lodge exceeds 
its jurisdiction, infringes on the rights (If another, and for
feits the fee to the lodge within whose jurisdiction the 
candidate resides.-C. W. MooRE, 1844. 

A lodge shall not ballot for, admit, or initiate any person 
not a resident in the town, village, or neighborhood in which 
such lodge meets, until due inquiry shall have been made of 
such lodge or lodges us may exist in the neighborhood of his 
residence.-Const. lrelaud. 

The lodge nearest a candi~ate's residence has the rightful 
jurisdi9tion over him, and he can be admitted elsewhere only 
by obtaining its consent.-HILLYER, G. :ft-1. Miss., 1855. 

The air-line, and not the road, should govern the question 
of jurisdiction.-lb. 

N o lodge sh!}ll act upon the petition of an applicant for 
initiation or meq1bership, whose residence is nearer another 
lodge under this- jurisdiction, unless by consent of such 
nearer lodge.-Const. Kansas. 

No lodge ought to initiate any candidate, unless ho actually 
resides nearer it than to any other lodge, unless upon recom
mendation of such lodge, or its principal officers.-Res. Ohio, 
1828. . 

It is wrong, improper, and unmasonic tor a:ny1odge to ioi-
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tiate persons residing in the jurisdiction of another lodgc.
Res. Misl., 1841. Such a practice is manifestly improper, and 
at variance with the fundamental rules of the order.-Ohio, 
1842. Highly improper, and contrary to masonic law and 
usage, unless by permission of the lodge holding jurisdiction. 
-Ohio, 1854. 

If any lodge- initiate, advance, or admit to membership 11.11y 
person :who resides in the jurisdiction of another lodge, with
oat ita coJlllellt, the Grand Master shall arrest the charter or 
di&peDSation of such lodge.-Ru. Ind., 1852. 

Lodges shall not receive a petition for. initiation from an 
applicant who lives nearer another lodge, without the unani
mous consellt of such other lodge, at a stated meeting.
&g.Ill. 

A master mason, not a member of any lodge, may join any 
lodge that chooses to receive him.-Res. Mich., 1848. 

This Grand Lodge has no power to require any lodge to 
initiate, pass, or raise any caudidate.-Mich., 1857. 

A person transient in his calling, but residing in this state 
a large portion of his time, may be initiated here.-SwmERT, 
G. M. Ky., 1858. 

It is contrary to ~e by-laws of this Grand Lodge for a 
lodge to initiate a candidate who resides in the jurisdiction of 
another lodge.-Con11., 1797. 

The nearest lodge has tl!e exclusive right to receive and 
act on petitions for initiation. -Ark., 1851. Must apply to 
the nearest lodge, or obtain its consent to apply to some other 
particular lodge.-Ark., 1853. 

A lodge has the right of selecting ita own members, with 
which the Grand Lodge cannot interfere.-:MA.CXEY, P. M. L., 
101. . 

By the concurrent authority of all the' Grand Lodges in 
this conntry, every lodge is forbidden to initiate any per· 
son whose residence is nearer to any other lodge.-MACKEY, 
P. M. L., 232. 



180 

'nle Master of a lodge cannot take a candidate with him to 
another lodge, and confer the degrees upon lWn there.-Moa
BIB, .Ant. F. M., iii., 186. 

The word "State," in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, 
(MAss.,) is to be understood as referring to the States of this 
Union, and not to foreign countries. "Being a resident" is 
to be understood in the sense of a "fixed or legal residence," 
and does not apply to one who is only a temporary resident 
or sojourner. The practice has been, in this state, to confer 
the degrees on candidates who are subjects of the Engliah 
government, when found worthy and well qual.ified.-R.um..u.L, 
G. M. Mass., 1864. 

Faox ANOTHER STATK.-The juriediction of a lodge over can
didates for the degrees, does not extend beyond the bound-<" 
ary-line of the state in which it is located, (if there be a 
Grand Lodge in such adjoining state,) and it ca1mot confer 
degrees upon residents of such other states, without permis
sion from the lodge and Grand Lodge having jurisdiction. 

The conferring of masonic degrees by lodges under the 
jurisdiction of one Grand Lodge, upon candidates residing 
within the jurisdiction of another Grand Lodge, is improper, 
and' not according to common usage.-Res. Vt., 1866. 

In 1852, a lodge in MASSAcHUsETTS was censured by the 
Grand Lodge, for conferring the degrees on.a resident of NEW 
HAKPSHIRK ; and assured that a repetition of the offense would 
operate as a forfeiture of their cha.rter.-Vide Pro. Mass., 1852. 

Resolved, That lodges in adjoining states have permission 
to receive and act upon petitions from applicants residing in 
this state, where there is no lodge convenient to the residence 
of the applicant, upon their obtaining permission ol the lodge 
in whose jurisdiction the applicant resides; and that the sub
ordinate lodges in this state be required to conform to t.he 
same rule in receiving petitioqs from other states.-Ky. 

Resolved, That all subordinate lodges in thia jurisdiction, 
located on the line of states, be, and they are hereby, directed 
not to initiate any person who lives in any other state, with-
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out first obtaining the consent of the Grand Master of the 
state in which the candidate resides, and also theW. Master 
of the subordinate lodge under whose jurisdiction said candi
date resides.-M1ch., 1858. 

This is as it should"be.-C. F. C. Ill., 1858. 

Your committee believe this question to be well settled, 
that in all cases men should be made masons in the state in 
which they reside.-C. F. C. of R. 1., 1850. 

The power of a subordinate lodge in one state, to initiate, 
pass, and raise a non-resident of that state, has frequently 
been exercised. The right to do so has not, within my knowJ.. 
edge, been questioned, or considered as violating any of tho 
landmarks or principles of Freemasonry.-READ, G. M. Del., 
1854. 

The .advice of the Grand Master of DELA w ABE is believed to 
be contrary to the common practice of American Grand 
Lodges. To be sure, we do not recollect any ancient regula
tion which prohibits the initiation of candidates from with
out the jurisdiction of a particular lodge or Grand Lodge ; 
but it has been so long and so universally the custom, in this 
country, to consider the jurisdiction of a Grand or Subordinate 
lodg(i as sovereign and complete within its territorial limits, 
that a departure fro~ this principle has come to be viewed as 
an infringement on vested rights.-8TORBB, C. F. C. of Conn., 
1855. 

No lodge under this jurisdiction shall recognize as a regular
made mason, a resident of this state, who may, during a tem
porary absence therefrom, receive the degrees in Masonry 
without the consent of the lodge under whose jurisdiction he 
may reside.-Ru. Texas, 1854; and Mo., 1852. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, and in accordance with 
her established practice, the jurisdictional limits of each 
American Grand Lodge should be commensurate with the 
political boundaries of the state or territory in which such 
Grand Lodge is located ; and the several Grand Lodges are 
fraternally requested to prohibit the initiation, by their sub-

• 
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ordinates, of candidates from without their own state or terri
tory.-.Res. Conn., 1856. 

1'his Grand Lodge, having long since recognized the prin
ciple that no man shall be initiated into the mysteries of our 
order, except in the lC)dge nearest his place of residence; 
(unless by the proper permission;) and having, by an estab
lished regulation, taken care to avoid infringing upon the 
jurisdictional rights of others, will not tolerate that its own 
be invaded; and it is, therefore, ordered, that no lodge sub
ordinate to the Grand Lodge of CALIFORNIA, shall admit or 
receive to masonic communication, in any form whatever, any 
person who, being at the time a resident of this state, has 
received, or claims to have received, the degrees of Masonry 
from any sonrce beyond the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, 
withoet proper permission from the lodge nearest his place 
of residence. Provided, however, ihat any mason thus irreg
ularly made, may be hm/ed by such lodge, after a petition for 
that purpose shall have been p&"esented and acted upon in the 
manner prescribed for initiation, and by a unanimous ballot. 
-Res. Cal., 1855. 

This Grand Lodge hereby forbids the subordinate lodges 
within its jmisdiction to initiate, pass, or raise any individual 
residing within the jurisdiction of another Grand Lodge, 
excepting such as present a recommendation for that purpose, 
unanimously adopted, at a regular meeting, by the lodge 
nearest the residence oftlle petitiouer.-Res. Conn., 1851. 

Some of the lodges in this state have occasionally admitted 
residents of other states to the mysteries of Masonry. I am 
clearly of opinion that, as a mere question of pow~, the 
Grand Lodge and the fraternity of the state are enabled to do 
so without an infringement of the ancient larirunarks. Bat I 
am also clearly of opinion that it is a power which, if exer
cised at all, should only be exercised on very unusual and 
extraordinary occasions.-WILLABD, G. M. of N.Y., l850.· 

In 1855, the Grand Lodge of Nnr JDSBY passed a resolu
tion requiring the Grand Master to request the Grand Lodges 

' of NEW You and PuNsYLv ANIA to prohibit their subordinate 



188 

lodges from entertaining petitions from penons residing in 
that state, without the consent of the lodge nearest the place 
of residence of such applicants. 

The right of a subordinate lodge in one state to initiate, 
pass, and raise a non-resident of that state, has been frequently 
questioned, and the difficulties reBlllting from its exercise 
bave been such as to lead to a very general, if not almoat 
universal, conclusion that the practice· is inexpedient, and 
ought, as a general rule, to be abandoned. Your committee 
cannot conceive that any body of masons can have a rigid to 
do an act, the natural tendency of which is to produce 
jealousy, disputes and discords among the craft; and that 
such is the natural te11dency of the exercise of this pretended 
right, all experience has proven.-DouGLASB, C. F. C., Fla., 
1855. 

No Grand Lodge in the Union has maintained a more rigid 
position, in reference to the right or practice of the subordi
nate lodges of our jurisdiction conferring the degrees upon 
persons res~ding in another jurisdiction.-CLOPTON, G. M. 
Ala.,1853. . 

Most of the southern and western states, and some of the 
eastern, have adopted rules prohibiting their lodges from ini
tiating citizens from other states, unless they bring with them 
a recommendation from the lodge or Grand Lodge from 
whose jurisdiction they come. That the Grand Lodge can 
take such action in the premises 311! it sees fit, even entirely 
to :Prohibit the initiation of sojourners, witho11t intrenching 
upon the established landmarks, your committee entertain 
little doubt.-H.uCH, C. F. C. of N. Y:, 1852. 

The Grand J..odg.es of MIIISISSIPPI, INDIANA, MARYLAND, 
:ARKANsAS, Ktnl'l'UCKY, TENNESSEE and LouisiANA, permit lodges 
in adjoining .states to initiate perso1\s from their jurisdiction, 
fiTO'Vided such lodges are nearest the residence of the ap
plicant. 

No lodge in this state shall initiate, pass, or 1-aise, or admit 
to membership, !\llY person 'vho is a citizen or permanent res. 
ident of any other state or country, unless by the collllent of 
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until he shall have established a. permanent residence in thia 
state.-Res. lA., 1856. 

Lodges are forbidden to initiate, pass, or raise any perso• 
residing within another Grand Lodge jurisdiction, except on 
recommendation for that purpose, unanimously adopted, at a 
stated meeting, by the lodge nearest the residence of the 
petitioner.-Reg. Mi#, 

It is unmasonic for any lodge to admit a citizen of 1mother 
state, without ascertaining from the Grand Secretary of such 
state whether he has there applied for initiation,....:.Ru. Ala., 
1845. 

No lodge in this jurisdiction shall admit a candidate from 
another jurisdiction, either within this or any other state, 
and whether he be rejected or not, without first obtaining the 
consent of such nearer lodge, or the Grand Lodge of such 
state.-Ra. N. C., 1845. 

The practice ofinitiating candidates from another state, is 
opposed to true masonic principle and practice, and injurious 
to the fraternity.-Rar. Mo., 1843. 

An entered apprentice or fellow crnfl:, coming from a for
eign lodge, and taking up his residence in the jurisdiction of • 
another lodge, is subject to the lat.ter, which may advance 
him if it please.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

No Grand Lodge oug~ to permit visitors from another 
state to be in\tiated within her jurisd~tion, unleBBlly consent 
of the Grand Lodge of the state in which they residc.-Ark., 
1855. 

In the Grand Lodge of INDIANA, 1855, a. communication was 
received from a lodge in the state of ILLINOIS, asking pennis
sion to initiate a resident of the fonner state, which was 
granted.-Vide Pro. Ind., 1855. · · 

No lodge shoufd confer the degrees upon any person who 
resides in the jurisdiction of another lodge, either in or out 
of the state, without the consent of such other lodge. Such 
ia the rule of this Grand Lodge.-DowNEY, G. M. Ind., 1856. 
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I think the Grand Master poaaeM68 no power to grant per
mission for a lodge out of the state to initiate a resident of 
his state; and if he has, I doubt the expediency of its exeT
cise. By obtaining the consent of the lodge in whose juris
diction the applicant resides, any other lodge, whether in or 
out of the state, may coufer the degrees on the applicant, or 
receive him to membership.-DowNEY, G. M. Ind., 1856. 
Your committee agree in the views of the Grand Master on 
the subject.-Sp«. Com. do. [Concurred in by Grand Lodge.] 

No subordinate lodge should confer any of the degrees on 
citizens of another jurisdiction, without consent of such juris
diction first obtained.-&g. llJ. 

Lodges located on the line of states are directed not to ini
tiate any resident of another state, without first obtaining 
consent of the Grand Master of such state, and of the lodge 
in whose jurisdiction the candidate resides.-Res. Mich., 1858. 

It is in accordance with the ancient landmarks of Mailonry 
for any lodge to confer the degrees upon any candidate resid
ing permanently in its vicinity, and nearer to it than to any 
other lodge.-.Res. 101JXI, 1847. 

No lodge within this jurirdiction shall initiate a person not 
• an inhabitant of this state.-&a. Conn., 1803. 

Any lodge knowingly conferring the degrees on a person 
not residing in its jurisdiction, without consent of the lodge 
in whose jurisdiction he,resides, shall forfeit its cha.rter.-
Reg. Ark. • • 

It is not legal for a lodge to receive petition!\ from appli
CIIllts in adjoining states.-MoRRis, A.m. F. M., ii., 15. 

SoJoURNERS AND NoN-REBIDENTs.-The almost universal 
usage and rule is, that a lodge cannot initiate (or advance) a 
sojourner or non-resident, without permiBBion of the lodge 
located nearest his place of residence, or in whose jurisdiction 
be resides. Though the abstract right ~ay perhaps be con
ceded, there can be no doubt that, in this country at least, its 
exercise is manifestly improper, and productive of evil. 
.Anierican Grand Lodges, and masonic jurists, are alm011t 
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unanimously adverse to the practice, and in most jurisdictions 
such initiations are expreBBly forbidden by Grand Lodge reg. 
ulation. 

No candidate shall be received who is a resident of any 
other state where a regular Grand Lodge is established, with
out the written permission of the Grand Master of such state. 
-Const. Me. 

W'hen a gentleman applies for initiation in any lodge, who 
resides in another town where a regular lodge is held, or 
nearer any regular lodge than that in which he is proposed, it 
shall be the duty of the lodge to which he makes application 
to write to such other lodge, to know if they have ever 
refused him admission, or if they know any just reason why 
he ought not to be made a mason; and to the report of such 
lodge due weight and consideration are to be given.-Con.'". 
N. H., N. I., Ala. 

No lodge shall initiate a candidate whose residence is 
within the jurisdiction of another lodge, without the consent 
of such lodge by vote.-Const. Vt. 

Nor shall any candidate be received from any other state 
(he being a resident thereof) where a regular lodge i& estab
lished, without the written permission of the Grand Master of 
such state.-Const. Mass. • 

Every lodge·is prohibited from initiating, paBBing, or rais
ing any one not a citizen of this distdct, until after due 
inquiry shall be made, and ans~er received, from the lodge 
nearest his place of residence.-Const. D. C. 

No lodge in this sta.te shall initiate, pass, or raise, or admit 
to membership, any person who is a citizen or permanent 
resident of any otl1er state or country having a Grand Lodge, 
unless the consent of the Grand Master or Grand Lodc;c of 
the said state or countl:Y be first outained.-Const. La. 

· No lodge shall confer any degree of Masonry upon any pe.r
son who resides within the jurisdiction of another lodge, 
·without the knowledge and unanimous consent of such lodge. 
·-Const. Texas. 
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The practice of conferring the degree11 upon mere aojoum
el'B is manifestly wrong.-G. M. of M&, 1848. 

We consider it improper for a lodge to confer any degree 
in Masonry upon a transient person, without due inquiry of 
his standing in the community where he last resided.-HAs

"WELL, c. }'. c. Yt., 1851. . 

I had occasion last May to be dissatisfied wifh a secular 
lodge for conferring the degrees of Masonry upon a non-res
ident, wltose place of abode and business was in the city of 
NEW YORK. I ·considered the act a breach of masonic rnle.
Tucu&, G. M. Vt., 1853. 

There is no power which can prevent a lodge from making 
a mason of a non-resident, except the Grand Lodge to which 
it owes fealty.-Knro, C. F. C. of N. Y., 185'7. 

· We oppose the initiation of sojourners ; 1st, because it is 
against usage ; 2d, every person wishing to become a mason 
should be initiated in the lodge nearest his residence, where 
be is best lmown; 3d, foreign lodges, in admTtting strangers, 
are liable to be imposed upon by the umvort"fty. It is a 
practice wrong in principle, and dangerous ·in its results.
-C. W. MOOJUII, 1~. 

N-o Grand Lodge ought to permit visitors from another 
state·to be initiated within her jurisdiction, unless by coDsent 
of the Grand todge of the state in which they reside.-.An., 
1852. Ky., 1853. Miss., 185(. 

We cannot, after the most diligent search, find any consti
tutional regulation of the craft which refers to the initiation 
11f noo.-residentl!l. A Grand Lodge may forbid the initiation 
of such within its own jnrisdietion, but it cannot travel 
beyond its own territory, and prescribe the same rnle to 
another Grand Lodge. Where such making is pennitted, it 
is legal, and the candidate so made becomes a regular mason, 
and is entitled to the right of .visitation.-MACKEY, P. ]If. .L., 
237. 

Plr.BnooB RR!IlDENOJ:;-The period which must elapse after 
!1. candidate :removes into the jurisdiction of a lodge, before 
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nch lodge can proceed to initiate him, without consent of 
any other lodge, is regulated by each Grand Lodge. The 
general usage requires a residence of one year, and, in the 
absence of special Grand Lodge regulations, that period should 
be required. 

No lodge shall initiate a candidate who has not resided six 
months within the jurisdiction of said lodge.-Const. Mich. 

No person shall be made a mason, unless he has resided one 
year in the district of the lodge to which he seeks admission, 
or produces a certificate from a lodge in the place of his pre
vious residence.-Const. Cal. 

No petition shall be received from any candidate for ini, 
tiation until he shall have resided one year within the jl\ris
diction of this Grand Lodge.-Res. Oregon, 1857. 

IWolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the con
stitutional provisions will be best sustained by lodges requir
ing a candidate for initiation to be an actual resident in the 
immediate vicinity of the lodge to which he applies, for at 
least four months before his application, the same applying 
only to citizens of this state.-Nno York, 1852. 

No lodge under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, shall 
initiate, pa.s8, or raise any candidate from another jurisdiction, • 
until be has been a resident within this atate for twelve 

· months, without the recommendation of the lodge or Grand 
Lodge within whose jurisdiction he last previously resided. 
Prouided, that this rule shall not be construed to apply to appli
cations from sea-faring or military men.-Res. New York, 1853. 

A previous residence of twelve consecutive months is 
required in Soum CAROLINA, except in case of mariners, and 
they must have sailed out of some port in the state for. the 
same length of time.-.Res. 1862. 

ARKANSAS requires a previous residence of twelve months 
within the state, or a recommendation from the Subordinate 
or Grand Lodge within whose jurisdiction the applicant pre
viously resided, before an application for the degrees can be 
recei..-ed, sea-faring and military men excepted.-1864. 
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A residence of at least one ycat within ihe jurisdiction of 
the subordinate lodge, is an essential qualification to the OODo 

sideration of a petition for initiation, unless it be accompanied 
by the recommendation of the lodge nearest his laat place of 
residenee.-.Ru. Ky., 1855. Ra. Ga., 1852. 

Lodges under this jurisdiction are instructed not to initiate, 
pass, or raise any candidate, who has not resided in the state 
twelve months next before such application, unless-he be a cit
izen of a neighboring state, residing in the vicinity of a lodge 
upon our border, or has been such citizen within the said 
twelve months.-Reg. Miss. 

Lodges sball not admit candidates from another jurisdic
tion until they have been residents in this sl:4te for twelve 
months, without a recommendation of the lodge in whose 
jurisdiction they previously resided.-Res. Md., 1845. 

No lodge shall receive a petition for initiation, unless fully 
satisfied that the petitioner has been resident within the 
state twelve months, and within the jurisdiction of the lodge 
three months.-.Ru. Cal., 1851. 

No particular period of residence within the jurisdiction 
of any subordinate lodge is necessary, prior to initiation. 
The candidate must have resided in the state tw8lve months. 
-Hn.LYBtt, G. M. of Mill., 1855. 

Previous residence in the state twelve calendar moriths.-· 
Reg. Ill. 

No lodge in this jurisdiction shall initiate any person who 
has not resided at least twelve months in the vicinity of .the 
lodge in which he is proposed for initiation, and-his character 
thorattgbly known.~Ra. Conn., 1803. 

Time (previous residence) should not be a tesi of qualifica-
tion for initiation.-Iotca, 1852. · 

No lodge should be allowed to receive an application for 
initiation, unless the applicant bas resided in our state one 
year, and in the jurisdiction of the lodge at least half that 
time ; except in a case of an: officer or soldier in the United 
States army.-.l'iKBBo•, G. M. of Min., 1858. · 
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All applicants for the degrees in Masonry shall reside 
within the jurisdiction of the lodge to which application i& 
made, at least one year previous to making such application. 
-Ra. Minn., 1858. 

Must have resided in the jurisdiction of the todge twelve 
months, or produce certificate of good character from the 
lodge nearest their former plaoe of residence.-Ra. Ten11.,: 
u~ . 

The degrees shall not be conferrea on any one unless he 1 

has resided in this state twelve months immediately preced~ 
ing his application.-Res. Texas. 

FnosmNo W orur.-It is a well-settled principle of masonic 
law that every: lodge has the right of completing all work it 
may have lawfully commenced. The written rule is as old as 
the ancient charge, which declares that all masons shall hon
estly " finish their work," and that a brother "shall not be 
supplanted in his work, if he be able to finish it." A lodge,· 
therefore, cannot confer a degree upon a candidate wbo has 
previously regularly received a degree in another lodge, 
without J;pe consent of such other lodge. 

It is the sense. of lhis Grand Lodge, that it is contrary to 
the eetablislfed rules of Freemasonry for one ,lodge to craft 
or raise an entered apprentice initiated in any other lodge,· 
without the recommendation and consent of the lodge in 
which he was initiated.-Res. Me., 1852. 

No lodge shall confer any degree on a brother who has 
been initiated m another lodge, without first obtaining, if 
practicable, the pennission of said lodge, and a certificate 
that he has complied with all its req~itioJl8.-Const. Md. 

It ia·improper and llDIDasonic for any lodge to pass or raise 
any person initiated in another.lodge, except on recommend-. 
ation of such other 1~, and certificate of good standing.
Reg. Miss. 

There is no ancient regulation prohibiting a candidate ini
tiated in one lodge from receiving the second and third. 
-degrees in another lodge.-C. W. Moou, 184!J. 
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Every lodge has a right to finish its work, rightfully com
menced.-llu.LYBa, G. M. MiiB., 1855. 

The Master and masons shall honestly finish their work.
Old ~rges. None shall supplant a brother, or put him out 
of his work, if he be capable to finish 1be same.-16. 

A lodge cannot with propriety undertake any unfinished 
work of another, without its consent.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1852. 

Where a person was initiated in a lodge, and afterward a 
lodge was established nearer his residence, held, that he 
might lawfully receive the remaining degrees in either lodge. 
-lb. 

Improper and unmasonic to craft or raise any person ini
tiated in another lodge, without the recommendation of such 
other lodge.-Reg. Ark. · 

No lodge can pass or ra~se a. candidate ~ho was initiated 
in another lodge.-MACKBY, P. M. L., 113. 

No lodge can confer degrees for another.-Moaars, Am. 
F. M., iii., 129. 

The degrees of fellow craft or master mason shall not be 
conferred on any person who has been initiated in any other 
lodge, unless he produce a certificate of good chatacter from 
the lodge that initiated him-Mo., 1822. Vt., 1818. 

No lodge shall confer any degrees of Masonry upon any 
brother who has received a degree in any other lodge, or 
upon any person who resides within the. jurisdiction of 
another lqdge, without the knowledge and ummimous consent 
of such lodge.-Const. Texas. 

It is the sense of this Grand Lodge that it is contrary to the 
established rules of FreemasollTY for one lodge to craft or 
raise an E. A. initiated in another lodge, without the consent 
and recommendation of the lodge in which he was initiated. 
-Re1. Me., 1852. 

No entered apprentice or fellow craft, initiated or passed 
in any lodge without the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, 
md within the Uni~ States; shall be passed or raised in any 



lodge under this jurisdiction, without the recommendation of 
the lodge in which he was first admitted, or a dispensation 
from the Grand Master, unless said entered apprentiGe or fel
low craft shall have removed from the state where he was 
first admitted, and taken up his residence within the jurisdic
tion of this Grand Lodge.-Const. Me. 

When application for the degree of follow-craft or master 
mason is made to any lodge other than that in which the 
applicant was initiated~or passed, the Secretary of the lodge 
applied to shall, unless such application be accompanied by 
the recommendation of the Master and Wardens of the lodge 
in which he was initiated or passed, inquire, by letter or 
otherwise, of such lodge, whether such applicant has been 
refused advancement therein; or if any reason be known 
why he ought not to be advanced; and in all cases where it 
shall appear that there are good and sufficient reasons against 
his advancement, his case shall be suspended until the objec
tions be removed.-Const. N. H. 

No apprentice or craftsman, initiated or P8!18Cd in any 
lodge in the United States, shall be passed or raised in this 
jurisdiction, other than in the lodge where he was so ini
tiated or p~sed, without the written recommendation of such 
lodge.-Const. Vt. 

No entered apprentice or fellow craft, initiated or passed 
in any lodge within the United States, shall be passed or 
raised in any lodge uncler this jurisdiction, without the con
sent of the Master and ·wardens of the lodge in which he 
was first admitted, or a dispensation from the Grand Master. 
-Consts. Mass. and Wis. 

r No entered apprentice or fellow craft, initiated or passed 
( in any lodge within the United States, shall be passed or 
'\raised in any lodge under the jurisdiction of this Grand 

Lodge, other than that in which he was initiated; unless 
he shall produce a recommendation from the lodge in which 
he was initiated or passed, provided said lodge continue in 
existence.-C0711ls. NetJJ York and Min;. 

The same in No JBBOI1', exoept the laatclalllle. '-
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No degree shall be conferred on a brother who has been 
initiated in another lodge, unless by permission of said lodge. 
-Const. D. C. 

The rule in ALABAXA is the same as in NEW YoRK, &c., 
erapt that the applicant must produce a disniiSIIion from the 
lodge initiating him, with a certificate of good standing, and 
that he has paid all dues; provided such lodge be in existence. 

No lodge shall receive the petition of a brother who has 
previously received a part of the degrees in another lodge, 
without first having obtained the consent of such lodge, if the 
same be still in existence, and in all other respects shall pro
ceed as with other applications.-Comt. La. 

In IowA, a recommendation, or certificate of good standing, 
is required before a brother can be advanced in any other 
than the lodge which initiated him, provitkd such lodge be in 
existence. 

No entered apprentice or fellow craft shall be advanced to 
a superior degree in any lodge other than that in which he re
ceived the previons degree, unless by the consent, in writing, 
of that lodge, if stillin existence.-Consts. Cal. and Oregon. 

Previous Notice. 

No man can be made a mason without one month's previous 
notice, except by a dispe111J8tion from . the Grand Master, or 
the one authorized by the constitlltion to grant such dispen
sations. In a few Jurisdictions, lodges are allowed to dispense 
with such . previous .. notice, "in cases of emergency;" but 
such a departure from the ancient rule is, at least, to be 
regretted. 

No man can be made or admitted a member of a particular 
lodge, without previous notice one month before given to the 
said lodge, in order to make due inquiry into the reputation 
and capacity of the candidate, unless by the dispensation 
aforesaid.-OldRegulations, 1721. Comt. N.J., (in substanoe.) 

No petition for initiation shall be received by any lodge, 
except at a regular communication, and shall not be acted 

9 
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upon until the next regular communication, unless by consent 
of one of the first four officers of the Grand Lodge.-Comt. Yt. 

No candidate shall be balloted for who has not been pro
posed four weeks, without first obtaining a dispensation 
therefor.-Const. Me. 

No candidate for initiation shall be balloted for until his 
application has laid over for the consideration of the mem
bers at least four weeks, unless by a dispensation for that 
purpose.--Const. N. H. 

No candidate shall be balloted for who has not been pro
posed at a stated monthly meeting, and who shall not have 
stood so proposed from one regular monthly meeting to an
other, without a dispensation therefor.-Const. Mass. 

No one shall be made a mason at the same meeting of the 
lodge in which he shall be proposed. And from this rule no 
dispensation shall be allowed.-Comt. R. 1. 

A candidate must be proposed in open lodge, at a stated 
meeting, and can only be accepted at a stated meeting follow~ 
ing.-Const. N. Y. 

A candidate for initiation or membE'Irship must apply for 
admission by petition, at a stated meeting, at least one month 
prior to his reception.-Const. Penn. 

Every petition shall be submitted to a comn1ittee of inquiry, 
and lie over at least one month, unless in cases of pressing 
emergency, which shall not be considered to exist nnless the 
candidate is about to journey abroad.-Const. N. C. 

No one shall be initiated, passed, or raised in any subordi
nate lodge, without being proposed by petition, at a regular 
meeting, which petition shall lie over until the next regular 
meeting.-Cons. Ga. 

All petitions for initiation must lie over one month.-Const. 
Fla. Res. Tenn., 1857. 

All petitions must lie over one month, unless by dispenaa.
tion in a case of actual emergency.-Const. D. C. 

No person shall be admitted a member, or initiated, at the 
same communication at which he is proposed.-Comt • .Al4. 

~ 
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The lodge may proceed to ballot, if four weeks have 
elapsed since the petition was received, and on no consider
ation before that time.-Const. La. 

In Omo and INDIANA, all applications for initiation or mem
bership must lie over at least from one stated communication 
to another, unleiS three-fourths present regard it a case of 
emergency; in which case, by unanimoua vote, a ballot may 
be ordered. 

No candidate shall be balloted for in less than ten days 
after his petition shall have been referred.-Con.•t. Mich. 

No candidate shall be balloted for who has not stood pro
posed from one stated monthly meeting to another, or at least 
twenty days, without a dispensation therefor.-Con•t. Wi,, 

A candidate muat be proposed at a stated meeting, and can 
only be accepted at a stated meeting following.-Con•t. ~llin. 

• Nor shall a ballot be taken on such petition until the next 
stated meeting after its presentation.-Const. Iowa • 
. No petition for initiation or membership shall be acted on 

until it has been referred to a committee of inquiry, and laid 
over one month, unless by dispensation of Grand Master.-
Cmut. Ky. · 

Which petition shall lie over until the next regular meet
ing.-Comt. TIXas. 

But shall not be acted upon until after the expiration of four 
weeks.-Con.!tl. Ca(. and Oregon. 

No person shall be made a mason until he has been prop
erly propo&ed at one regular meeting of the lodge, and his 
name (&c.) shall have been sent to all the members in the· 
summons for the next regular meeting.-Const. Ca. 

No initiation shall take place in a town where there is more 
than one subordinate lodge, without previous notice thereof 
being given in all other lodges therein.-Ky., 1851. 

No petition for initiation or membership shall be acted on, 
in any lodge, at the same meeting at which it is received, 
unless in case of emergency, and when the character of the 
candidate is well known to the members thereof.-eon.t. Md. 

• 
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. .A:ny candidate proposed shall stand one ·month upon the 
lodge books. * * * But a stranger may be made as soon 
as is convenient, by unanimous vote of the~ lot'lge • ..;.;..By-/aw 
1739. 

Petitions for initiation, for membership, and for advanc~ 
ment, (from other· jurisdictiOllS,}. must lie ·over one ·stated 
meeting.-Reg. Misl. 

No person shall be made a mason without a regulM propo
sition at one lodge,: and a ballot at tho'next regular lOdge.*-
Const. Eng. · '· . 

No ballot shall be taken ~ri any suc,h 'p~titio~ .before the 
next stated meeting, except by dispensation.::...::Const. &nsm. 

Applications for initiation must lie over at least one Dionth. 
lkl., 1858. 

Lodges are instructed not to act upon any petition for .ini· 
tiation or membership, unless the same has laid over one • 
lunar month.-Reg. Ill. 

Every candidate proposed shall stand on the minutes until 
the next lodge night after he is proposed.-By-laws 1739. 

Every person proposed for initiation shall stand proposed, 
one month.-Mas. Convention, Conn., 1783. . 

Petitions must lie over from one stated meeting to another •. 
-.lotro, 1851. 

No lodge can initiate a candidate witho.ut pl'evions notice. 
-MACKEY. 

DISPENBING WITH PREVIous NCJriOE.-The Grand Master, or 
the one acting in his absence, has the prerogative of granting 
dispensations for conferring the degrees upon a candidate 
in less than the constitutional time, whenever he may con
sider it to be for the good of Masonry. 

This important privilege cannot be exercised by any other 
officer, txeept it· be expressly delegated to him by the Consti
tution of his Grand Lodge. 

· • The Constitutions of ENGL.UID, llu!I.A.ND and CuAliA, provide, that tn certal!l 
- B<IVIID days' notice may suflk:e, ""'tU..... lira; not eVen b)' dlllpeJIBBUon. ' 
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The Constitutions of the following Grand Lodges allow such 
dispensations to be granted by the Grand Master, Deputy 
Grand Master, District Deputy Grand Mutera, and Grand 
Wardens, viz: MADI'B and NBW HAliPsBID. 

The Constitution of VBBJioNT allows such dispensations to 
be granted by the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and 
Grand Wardens. 

In MA.ssA.CHU8B'r1'S and l'BNNBYLVANIA., only the Grand Mu
ter and the District Deputy Grand Masters, are allowed to 
grant dispensations for conferring degrees. 

In the following named Grand Lodge jurisdictions, only the I 
Grand Master, or the one officiating in his absence, can grant 
dispensations to confer degrees: RHOIIB !BLAND, CoNNECTICUT, 
NBW You:, MINNESOTA, NEw JERSEY, DISTRICT oF CoLUliBIA., 
VIRGINIA.., Soum CAROLINA, LoVll!UNA, INDIANA, ILLINoiS, MICH
IGAN, WISCONSIN, IowA, KBNTucn, TBNNBBBBB, ABKANBAB and 
CALIFoRNIA.. In TBXAA and M1880URI, the privilege is allowed 
to the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and District DeJ).. 
uty Grand Masters. 

In the following Grand Constitutions the privilege is con
fined to the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master: NoRm 
CAROLINA, GBORGIA., ALA.BAKA, FLoRIDA, Omo, 0RBGON and 
KANBAS. 

In CANADA, no one can receive the degrees without seven 
days' previous notice, and even the Grand Master is forbid 
granting a dispensation to set aside or dispense with such 
notice. · 

The power of granting dispensations belongs alone to the 
Grand Master. His Deputy and the District Deputies act for 
him, in his absence. The Constitution provides for the 

· appointment of deputies purely as a matter of convenience. 
They are authorized to grant dispensations solely on the 
ground of being his deputies. No other person, therefore, 
has an ~herent or constitutional power to dispense with the 
full requirements of the laws ~md regulations of the Grand 
Lodge.-RANDALL, G. M. Jla&s., 1853. · 

A resolution of the Grand Lodge of TBNNBBBBE (1853) pro-
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hibita the granting of a dispensation to confer the three 
degrees on the same person at one communioation. We 
believe a Grand Lodge ~nnot, legally, pass such an, enact
ment to apply to the Grand Master. We believe the author
ity of a Grand Master to exercise this power is irrevocable, 
and not subject to Grand Lodge regulation.-Kmo, C. F. C. 
of N. Y., 1854. 

We bold tha~ the dispensing power is the inherent preroga
tive of the Grand Master, and can be lawfully exercised only by 
him, or, in his absence, by his Deputy, or whoever may consti
tutionally represent him as Grand Master. The Grand Master 
is "absent "-1st, whenever his Deputy may preside in Grand 
Lodge, that is, when his principal is not present; 2d, when 
not within the proper limits of his jurisdiction; 3d, when, by 
sickness or other cause, he is rendered incapable of discharg
.ing his official duties.-C. W. MooRE . 

.Ancient prerogative of the Grand Master, and should only
.be exercised by his permiBBion.-HEABD, G. M. Mass., 1857. 

Prerequisite Qualifications. 
· LAWFUL AoE.-According to almost universal usage, a can
didate cannot be made a tnason before he arrives at the age 
of twenty-one years. 

A brother (E. E.) writes to know if a person who is every 
way well qualified for a mason, except that he lacks six 
months of being twenty-one years of age, cannot be made a 
mason. 

We reply, that the Ancient Regulations of 1720, say, reg
nlation 4: "No lodge shall make more than five new brethren 
at one time, nor any man under the age of TWENTY-FIVE, who must 
be also his own master, unless b-y a dispensation from the Grand 
Master or his Deputy." · 

In the absence of any other regulation, this would be the 
rule; but there are other regulations upon this point. Some 
Grand Lodges specify twenty-one years at least, but others are 
silent upon the point. The Grand Lodge of !fAINR does not 
specify any particular age, but its 1/JOTk says "LAWFUL age.,. 
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What, then, is lawful ago? Thoro can be but one answer to 
the question, and that is, twenty-om years. Tho " Ancient 
Charges" say," mature and discreet age;" the "Ancient Reg· 
ulations" say "nor any man under the age of twenty-five 
years;" the Grand Lodge of M.uNB says, "of lawful age," and 
other Grand Lodges say the same; but some specify particu
larly not less than twenty-one years of age. Dr. MACKEY, in 
his "Lexicon of Masonry,'' says: "The physical qualifications 
are, that the candidate shall be twenty-one years old, or more," 
kc. Again, in his "Principles of Masonic Law," he says, 
that "the candidate must be 'of mature and discreet age."' 
But what is the precise period when one is supposed to have 
arrived at this maturity and discretion, C3Illlot be inferred 
from any uniform practice of the craft in different countries. 
The provisions of the civil law, which make twenty-one the 
age of maturity, have, however, been generally followed. In 
this country the regulation is general, that the candidate 
must be twenty-one years of age. Such, too, was the regula. 
tion adopted by the General Assembly. which met on the 
27th Dec., 1663, and which prescribed that "no person shall 
be accepted unless he be twenty-one years old, or more." In 
Prussia, the candidate is required to be twenty-five ; in Eng
land, twenty-ope, "unless by dispensation from the Grand 
Master or Provincial Grand Master;" in Ireland, twenty-one, 
except "by dispensation from the Grand Master or the Grand 
Lodge;" in France, twenty-one, unless the candidate be the 
son of a mason who has rendered important service to the 
craft, with the consent of his parent or guardian, or a young 
man who has served six months with his corps in the army; 
such persons may be initiated at eighteen: in Switzerland, 
the age of qualification is fixed at twenty-one, and in Frank
fort-on-the-Main, at twenty. In this country, as I have already 
observed, the regulation of 166a is rigidly enforced, and 110 

candidate, who has not arrived at the age of twenty-one, can 
be initiated.-CHABB, .Jfas. Jour., 1856. 

An act of the legislature, empowering a minor to act for 
himself in the transaction of pecuniary matters, can have no 
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effect to make him of lawful age, as called for by masonic 
rules.-HILLYER, G. M. Misl., 1855. 

An application for initiation from a person under twenty
one years of age cannot be received by the lodge.-SwmEiRT, 
G. M. Ky., 1858. . 

No man shall be made a mason in any lodge, under the age 
of twenty-one years, unless by a dispensation from the Grand 
Master or Provincial Grand Master.-Const. England. 

Every candidate shall be at least eighteen years of age 
before being entered an apprentice.-Const. &ut. 

A lodge shall not initiate any person as a mason until he 
shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, unless by 
dispensation from the Grand }laster, the Deputy Grand Mas
ter, or the Grand Lodge.-Ccmst. Ire. 

PHYSICAL QuALIPIC.I.TIONs.-The ancient rule required of all 
candidates for Masonry that they be physically "capable of 
·leurning the art." Though the rule has been greatly relaxed, 
and loosely interpreted in these "latter days," we are confi
dent such interpretation has not been for the best interests of 
the institution. 

No MASTER should take an APPRENTICE unless he has suffi
cient employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth, 
having no· JIIAIX or defect in his body that may render him 
uncapable of learning the art of serving his MASTER's LORD, 
and of being made a BROTHER, and then a FELLOW CRAFT, in due 
time.-Ancient Clwrge•, 1720. 

The men made masons must be free-born, or no bondmen ; 
of mature age, and of good report ; hail and sound ; . not 
deformed or dismembered, at the time of making. * * * 
No Master should take an apprentice that is not the son of 
honest parents, a perf.ect yol,lth, without maim or defect in his 
body, and capable of learning the mysteries of the art; that 
so the lords, or founders, may be well served, and the craft 
not despised; and that when of age, and expert, he may 
become an entered apprentice, or a freemason of the lowest 
degree ; and, upon his improvements, a fellow craft and ·a 
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master mason, capable to undertake the Lord's work.-~ 
llOTT, 1756. 

By the ancient regulations, the physical deformity of an 
individual operates as a bar to his admission into the frater
nity. But in . view of the fact that this regulation was 
adopted for the government of the craft, at a period wheD 
they united the character of operatiw with that of &p«Ulatiw 
masons, this Grand Lodge, in common, it is believed, with 
IBost of her sister Grand Lodges in this country and in 
Europe, has authorized such a construction of the regulation 
as that, where the deformity does not amount to an inability 
to meet the requirements of the ritual, and honestly to acquire 
the means of subsistence, it constitutes no hindrance to ini
tiation.-Const. Mass. 

By the ancient regulations, the physical deformity of an 
mdividual operates as a bar to his admission into the frater
nity. But as this regulation was adopted for the government 
of the craft, at 'a period when they united the character of 
operative with that of tpeetdative masons; this Grand Lodge 
authorizes such a construction of the regulation as that, when 
the deformity of the candidate is not such as to prevent him 
from being instructed in the arts or mysteries of Freemasonry, 
and does not amount to an inability honestly to acquire the 
means of subsistence, the admission will not be an infringe
ment upon the ancient landmarks, but will be perfectly con
sistent with the spirit of our institution.-Const. Maine. 

The applicant must be hale and sound, so as to be capable 
of gaining a livelihood for himself and family, and to perform 
the work of a member in the lodge.-Const. Penn. 

No individual, physically so deformed as to disable him 
from honestly acquiring the means of subsistence, or who may 
be incapacitated to become a useful member, shall be ini
tiated in any lodge.-Const. N. C. 

No candidate shall be initiated, by any lodge, but such as 
are upright in body, not deformed or dismembered, but of 
hale and entire limbs.-Const. D. C. 

9* 



51051 CAimmA~BBUQU!SJTE QUALIFICATIONS. 

He must also be free from such corporeal deformity as 
would render him incapable of practicing and teaching the 
ritual of the fraternity.-Comt. Ala. 

When the physical disabilities of a candidate are not such 
as to prevent him from being initiated into the several 
degrees and mysteries of FreeJDaiiOill'Y, his admission shall 
not be construed an infringement upon the ancient landmarks; 
but, on the contrary, will be perfectly consistent with the 
spirit of the institution. -Consts. Ohio and Nehratlka. CONt. 
lnditma, (except last clause.) 

Every candidate applying for the degrees in Masonry, must 
possess sufficient natural endowments, and the senses of a 
man, upright in body, not dismembered or deformed at the 
time of making, but of hale and entire limbs, as a man ought 
to be.-Const. Wis. 

Men made masons, must be of mature age, free-born, of 
good report, hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered, 
and no eunuch.-Const. Min. 

When the deformity of a candidate for initiation is not such 
as to prevent him from being instructed in the arts and mys
teries of Freemasonry, his admission will not be an infringe
ment upon the landmarks, but will be perfectly consistent 
with the spirit of our institution.-Const. Ky. Reg. Miss. 

No lodge under this jurisdiction shall hereafter initiate, 
pass, or raise any candidate whose physical defects are such 
as to prevent him from conforming literally to all the require
ments of the several degrees of ancient craft Masonry.-Res. 
Md., 1854. 

The candidate must have no such deformity as shall inter
fere with his giving and receiving all masonic signs and sal
utations in due form. [ Explanatioo of provision in the Gnnul 
Constitution of MAINE, by a Committee, 1853.] 

It is competent and masonically lawful for Royal Arch 
Chapters, as well as Blue Lodges, to. confer the respective 
degrees of Masonry, properly conferable by each, upon all 
candidates whose defects of bodily qualifications are not such 
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as to prevent them from conforming literally to what the eev. 
eral degrees respectively require of them.-Spec. Com. Gen. 
Gr. Chap., 1850.* 

We adopt the decision of the Grand Lodge of KKNTUCKY.

HABWBLL, C. F. C. of Yt., 1851. 

If a candidate proposed for admiBSion is in any manner 
maimed, lame or defective, he Bha11 not be initiated without a 
dispensation from the Grand Master, his Deputy, or the Grand 
Lodge, to be applied for by memorial, wherein the defect 
ahall be clearly specified, under a penalty of three pounda, to 
be paid by the offending lodge.-Const. Ireland. 

R~, That it is a violation of a landmark, to make a 
mason of one who has the disability of lameness, occasioned 
by a shortened or crooked limlJ .. -N. Y. 1856. 

Resolved, That the loss of a foot, a band, or the thumb and 
fingers of the right hand, or the total absence or deprivation 
of either of the senses of bearing, seeing or feeling, constitutes 
physical disability and disqualification, and no person labor
ing under either of the above specified disabilities is eligible 
to be made a mason.-Miss., 1856. 

In 1851, :Qrother RocKWELL, D. G. M. of GEORGIA, refused a 
dispensation- to confer the degrees upon a candidate who ball: 
lost an eye. He says: The requisition that he should be llale 
and wund, is decisive of the question. 'l'hesc two words 
import that be should be" entire and unmutilated." 

In commenting upon the above, the N. Y. C. F C., (HATCH,) 
1852, say: "This decision is sound, and agrees with the old 
UBages." 

A person who is lame from a dislocation of the hip, is 
_excluded by the Book of Constitutions of SoUTH CAROLINA.-
8. c., 1855. 

The loss of a leg, an arm, a foot, a hand, both eyes, or thu 
use of any member neceBSary to his instruction, W'\Uld be suf. 
ficient to exclude. The want of one eye, a toe, certain fin~er11, 

• The General Grand Chapter adopted the repon, and nl:oo a resolutiou 
.,..bodying tbe conclusl<ml! of the committee, as above given. 
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or any other member not necessary for the purpose of labor 
and instruction in Masonry, would not be a fatal deCect.-Ra. 
Ga.,1852. 

LoUisiANA, in 1855, refused a charter to a lodge U. D., for 
initiating a man who had lost his legs, and other irregularities. 

A candidate who cannot hear well, but .can distinctly hear 
a whisper of one with whom he converses much, is eligible.,

. C. W. MooRE, 1848. 
The question of conferring degrees. upon ~aimed candi

dates should be left to the decision of each chapter.-Res. Gr. 
Chap. I~., 1852 

The degr.ees should not be conferred upon any one whose 
physical deformity is such that he cannot acquire a knowl
edge and impart to others th,, secrets of the craft, according 
to the rules of the order.-Res. Cal., 1851. 

The'admission of maimed and deformed individuals into the 
order, is a violation of the ancient l~ndmarks and iu.ages, and 
of the ancient constitutions of Masonry.-Res. Ga., 1848. 

A man who has lost his right arm cannot be made a mason. 
HuBBARD, Ohw, 1852. 

Having no maim or defect in his body that may render him 
incapable of learning the art, and being instructed in the 
degrees.-Reg. Ill. 

Cannot initiate a candidate who has lost his right hand.
Iotro, 1858. 

Must be able to receive possession of tlle ancient land
marks, and to exemplify the same, so as to be recognized as a 
member of the craft.-Res. Texas, 1849. 

Must be a man; at least twenty-one years of age; not in 
his dotage; and perfect in all his parts; neither deformed nor 
dismembered.-MACKEY, P. M. L. 

No person shall hereafter be accepted a Freetnason but 
such as are of able body.-Reg. 1663. (OI .. Preston, 162.). 

That he that be made be able in all degrees ; that is, free
born, of a good kindred. true, and no bondsman ; and that h11 
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have his right limbs as a man ought to have.-Old CIICU'ge, 
1683. (OL. Preston, 72.) 

Not deformed or diamembered at the time of their making. 
-Ahiman Ruon, Penn., 1783; N. C., 1805; Term., 1805; 
S. C., U!07; Md., 1826. 

Sound in mind and all their members.-Mo.,1823. 

We depart from the ancient usages and landmarks of 
Masonry whenever we admit an individual wanting in one of 
the human senses, or who is in any particular maimed or de
formed.-C. F. C. of Ga., 1848. 

The rationale of the law excluding persons physically imper
fect and deformed, lies deeper, and is more ancient than the 
source ascribed!-<> it;* and will be found identical with that 
which obtained among the ancient Jews. * * * No one 
can in perfection be made a brother, if he is not a man, with 
body free from inaim, defect and deformity.-G. F. YATES, 

N.Y., 1848. 
Not only ancient usage, but the fundamental constitution 

of the order-the Ancient Charges-forbid the initiation of 
maimed persons.-C. F. C. of N. Y., 1848 

I have refused to assent to the initiation of maimed persons. 
-G. M. of N. J., 1849. 

It is not legal to initiate, paes, or raise a man with but one 
arm or leg.-MoRRIS, Am. F. M., ii., 31. ' · 

Certain points of the body are used in masonic communica
tions. If an applicant has not got them all, he is physically 
ineligible.-MoRRis, Am. F. M., iii., 154• If an applicant can 
acquire and communicate the knowledge of Masonry in a 
masonic manner, he is qualified for the secrets of the institu
tion.-lb., Code Mas. Law, 354. 

. The provision in our Constitution, permitting the initiation 
of a maimed person, if his deformity was. not such as to pre
vent his being instructed, has, on more mature reflection, been 
stricken out.-BROWN, G. M. of Fla., 1849. 

• Tbe presumed operallve orl8ln of the order.-G. Y/. C. 
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· A man having but one arm or one leg, or who is in any 
way deprived of his due proportion of limbs and members, is 
as incapable of initiation as a woman.-S. C., 1849. 

REumous QuALIFICATIONs.-According to what is generally 
received as "ancient Masonry," a candidate must be "a good 
man and true, or man of honor and honesty," and, before his 
initiation, must acknowledge his trust to be in God. (A.n 
A. theist cannot be made a mason.) In our opinion, any fur
ther religious test is not necessary; and to require that a can
.didate profess a belief in the "divine authenticity of the 
Bible,'' or a "state of future rewards and punishments,'' is a 
serious ilmovation in the very body of Masonry. 

We now hold, as our forefathers held, and as we hope 
our posterity to hold, that from the votari~s of Masonry is 
expected and required a sincere belief in the existence of a 
God, the Creator and Governor of the world; and that beyond 
this great principle of faith, it is not lawful to impose any 
religious test as a requisit:e for admission to our mysteries.
C. F. C. of Va., 1848. The true rule is expressed in the above 
declaration.-C. F. C. of N. H., 1849. 

It is anti-masonic to require any religious test, other than 
the candidate should believe in a God, the Creator and Gov
ernor of the universe.-.Res. Ala., 1848. 

We c~ :lind no reason for interdicting any otherwise 
worthy applicant, who "firmly believes in the existence of 3 

Supreme Being,'' nor can we allow of any right to interrogate 
him further as to his religious belief.-HUBBARD, C. F. C. of 
N.H., 1857. This we believe to be the true doctrine.-O'SUL· 
LIVAN, C. F. C. of Mo., 1858. 

The Grand Lodge of VERMONT condemn ~ unmasonic the 
introduction of any tests of a sectarian character. The only 
faith required of a candidate is a belief and trust in God; with· 
out this, no obligation would be binding on him.-liAswEU, 
C. F. C. of Vt., 1849. 

ResoltJtd, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the 
exclusion of any class of men from the privileges of -Masonry, 

I 
I 
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lfho believe in the existence and moral government of the 
Supreme Being, evinces a spirit adverse to the genius or our 
institution, and that. it is an o.ssumption or power not sanc
tioned by the ancient usages or the craft.-Ma~~., 1843. 

The true doctrine on this subject has been well laid down 
by our illustrious brother, Prince MuRAT, Grand Master of the 
Grand Orient of France. .All men who believe in the exist
ence of a Supreme Being, the Great Architect of the universe; 
who believe in the immortality of the soul, and, consequently, 
in an eternal well-being; every man who feels the love or his 
tellow-man vibrate in him, is acceptable among us.-MOBRIS, 
C. F. C. of Ky., 1857. 

R118olwd, That this Grand Lodge is clearly of the opinion, 
tlmt a distinct avowal of a belief in the divine authority of 
the Holy Scriptures should be required of every one who is 
admitted to the privileges of Masonry, and thai a denial of the 
IIIUile is an offense against the institution, calling ror exem-
plary diacipline.-Okio, 1856. • 

The Grand Lodge of Omo (see the preceding paragraph) 
attempted to amend, as they supposed, the law, and at once 
the universality of the institution is destroyed, and none but 
tile Christian becomes eligible to ,initiation.-MACKEY, S. C., 
1856. 

Resolwd, That candidates for Masonry should be required 
to avow their belief not only in the existence of God, but in 
the divine authenticity of His Word, as revealed in the Bible. 
-8roBEB, C.~· C. of Conn., 1856. [R~eded.] 

The only declaration of faith necessary on the part of the 
candidate, before initiation, is the profession of belief and 
trust in God. But, we also say, that a man who derlares his 
disbelief in the.divine authenticity of the Holy Bible, cannot 
be made a mason.-BROWN, C. F. C. Fla., 1858. 

Your committee believe this (Omo Res.) all wrong, · The 
Jews, the Chinese, the Turks, each reject either the New Tes
tament or the Old, or both, and yet we see no good reason 
why they should not be made masons. In fact, Blue Lodge 
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Masonry has nothing whatever to qo with the Bible. It ill 
not founded on the Bible ; if it was, it would not be Muonry; 
it would be 110mething else. Masonry is a mere charitable 
institution-nothing else-and it is founded upon tradition. 
Solomon, to whom it is traced. and who is said to have been 
the first M. E. Grand Master, never heard of the New Testa
ment. He was not a Christian. We must, therefore, either 
blot out the memory of Solomon, and also that of the other 
Grand Masters, or we must not insist upon a belief in the au~ 
thenticity of either the Old or New Testament. The position 
which Christian masons assign to the Bible, is a very natural, 
but not a necessary one.-It is thus to them as Christians, 
and not as masons.-SAYRE, C. F. C. Ala., 1855. · 

Freemasonry calls no man to account for his belief of any 
religion on the globe.-Comt. Grarld Orient of France.· · 

We would require no express declaration of a belief in 
either the Old or New Testament, as an open qualification·of 
a candidate; but we feel. bound to adopt the. views of the 
Chairman of the C. F. C. oflowA-without the Bible, there ill 
no Masonry.-DANIEL, C. F. C. Miss., 1857. 

Resolml, That the Grand Lodge of TBXA!I declares that a 
belief in the divine authenticity of the Holy Scriptures, is an 
indispensable prerequisite for masonic admission ; and the 
Grand Lodge does not mean to exclude the Israelite, whom it 
does not regard as being disqualified for the mysteries of 
Freemasonry.- Texas, 1857. 

No religious test shall ever be required of any applicant 
for initiation, other than a steadfast belief in the existence 
and perfections of Deity ; and no lodge under this jurisdiction 
shall receive any candidate without the acknowledgment of 
such belief.-Const. Neb. · 

The religious views of a candidate are not to be regarded 
at all. It is sufficient if he believes in the existence and pro
vidence of God.--C. W. MooaE, 1849. 

No Christian doubts the authority of the Bible, and in this 
country we need not trouble ourselves much about any other 



class of people. We place it upon our altars as theW ord of 
God-the initiate is practically taught so to regard it--and 
we take it, and enjoin others to take it, as the rule and guide 
of our conduct. This a enough. H any offer who are not 
Willing so to recogn~ and take it, we are not bound to receive 
them. Every lodge is the judge of the fitness of its own candi
dates. Let this suffice, and "remove not the ancient land
marks which our fathers have set."-C. W. MooRE. The letter 
and the spirit of the above we heartily endorse.-G. W. C. 

Masonry simply requires of the candidate his assent to one 
great fundamental religious truth, the existence and provi
dence of God.-Derlaration of jiw tlwwand Fr«11!(JIJ(Jfls of NWJ 
England, 1831. 

Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, that you believe 
in the existence of a God, and a state of future rewards and 
punishmentsf-Reg. TenmS#t,/nnn1823 to 1843.* 

It is. clearly settl~ that, in $he first degrees ·of Masonry, 
religious tenets shall not be a barrier to the adtniuion or ad
vancement of applicants . provided they prof eBB a belief in God 
and His Holy Word.-Res. Ohio, 1820 .. 

No test, except, the belief in a God who governs the uni
verse, should be exacted ~c. F. C. of R. 1., 1850. Do. Ohio, 
1850. Res. Ala., 1848. . 

If the applicant believe in the moral law, (the Ten Com
mandments,) and govern himself accordingly, we can inquire 
no further.-MoRRIB, Am. F. M., iii., 121. 

By the usages and principles of our order, he who does not 
believe in, and acknowledge the Bible, as the rule and guide 
of his conduct, ought not to be received into our order.
HuBBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

With the spirit of the TEXAS resolution we caunot concur. 
It is not AnCient Free and .Accepted Masonry, In the latter, a 
belief in Deity, in God, or rather a trust in God, is all that is 
required of a candidate.-C. F. C. of R. L, 1858. 

• It Is but just that we lnlbrm the reader that this regulation was nearly a 
'lead Jetter during the twenty years it remained am011g the regnla\lons. 



The Grand Lodge of .IowA recognizes no religious creed or 
dogma, as a prerequisite to gain admission into the portals 
of her temple ; all she requires is, that the candidate should 
believe in the existence of God, the Creator of all things, and 
be free-born, of lawful age, and well recommended as a good 
man and true.-P.t.RVIN, C. F. C. 10111a, 1849. 

Resolved, That Masonry, as we have received it from our 
fathers, teaches the divine authenticity of the Holy Scrip
tures, and that the views of candidates on this subject should 
be ascertained by the committee of inquiry, or otherwise, as 
well as their other qualifications and fitness to be received 
Into the order.-&s. 10111a, 1855. We protest against all such 
innovations.-BARBER, C. F. C. Ark., 1856. 

It is the sense of this Grand Lodge, that no man can 
become a mason unless he can avow a belief in the princi
ples contained in the Holy Bible, and that tho demand for 
such belief does not conflict with the universality of Freema
sonry.-Res. Neb., 1858. 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of VERMoNT will grant no 
dispensations to any man or mason for the benefit of any 
human confessor or confessional ; and when any candidate 
for the honors of Masonry shall express the least doubt as to 
his duty at the confessional, the lodge to whom such candi
date shall make application ought not to have the least doubt 
in excluding him.-Vt., 1855. This your committee believe 
to be correct.-BIERCE, C. F. C. Ohio, 1856. 

l..rrERARY QuALIFICATIONs.-As a general rule, a man who 
cannot read and write, should not be made a mason. There 
may be exceptions, however. We think it is a matter that 
shonld be left with the subordinate lodges, to decide as each 
particular case may bo presented. 

There is no injunction in the Ancient Constitutions prohib
iting the initiation of persons who are unable to read or 
write; yet, as speculative Freemasonry is a scientific institu
tion, the Grand Lodge would discourage the initiation of such 
candidates as highly inexpedient.-8. C., 1848. 



Evet·y candidate must, previous to his initiation, subscribe 
his name at full length to a doclaration, &c.-C011811. Ca. and 
Eng. 

Any individual who cannot write is ineligible to be admitted 
into the order.-Note to C0111t. En8. 

Nor shall any candidate be initiated who cannot read and 
write.-Con.!t. Ire. · 

Inability to write is not good ground for exclusion, if the 
candidate possesses other requisite qualifications.-Texa&, 
1858. 

I have met with no ancient positive enactment forbidding 
the admission of uneducated persons, even of those who can 
neither read nor write. * * * From these facts, and this 
method of reasoning, I am clearly of opinion, that a person 
who cannot read and write is not legally qualified for admis
eion.-MA.c.KBY, P. M. L. 

We should hesitate to admit into the order one who could 
neither read nor write.-Momus, .Am. F. M., ii., 31. 

No man should be made a mason who cannot write his 
name.--J. W. S. MITCHELL, 1856. 

FB.EE-BORN.-It is an ancient rule, that candidates for Ma
sonry must be free-born. A slave cannot be made a mason. 
It is established as a general rule, in the United States, that 
persons of negro blood should not be made masons, even 
though they may have been free-born. This, however, is a 
matter which most Grand Lodges have wisely refrained from 
legislating upon, as it is at least doubtful whether they can 
interfere with the right "of the individual members of a lodge 
to seleel. their own members. Within the United States 
there are no regular lodges of negroes, and but few regular 
masons among that class, though there are many irregular 
lodges al\d irregular masons among them. The abstract right 
of a lodge to initiate a negro, mulatto, Indian, Chinese, or in
dividual of any blood or complexion, cannot be denied. The 
question of such admission is one of expediency merely, and 
is wisely left to the conservative judgment of each individual 
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member of the lodge where 811Ch person may apply for admis
aion to the order. If made in a regular lodge, they are enti
tled to all the rights and privileges belonging to them as reg
ular masons. 

The persons admitted ihembers of a lodge must be good 
and true men, fre~born, and of mature and discreet age; no 
bondmen, no woman, no immoral or scandalous men, but of 
good report.-.Ancient Chargts, 1 723. · 

A negro or mulatto applying for admiBIIion as a visit.Qr, 
may be examined, if he hail from a foreign jurisdiction; but 
he must not be, if made in an A~erican lo~ge.-MoBBis, ~· 
F. M., ii., 87. . . .. . . 

Ruolwd, That all subordinate lodges under this.juris~ic
tion be instructed to . admit no negro or mulatto, iL8 visitor O!-" 
otherwise, under any circ11Dl8tancee · whateveJ:.-.Ul., ~851. .. 

We should not be willing to admit a negro or a mulatto 
into Masonry; yet, if a negro, or a mulatto, or Indian should 
present himself, and we found him. to be a worthy brothei'
mason, made so by a true and legally constituted lodge, we 
should be bound to treat him as such.-C. F. C. of N. H.,l852 . 

. We are entirely averse to the principle of initiating or ad
mitting persons of color who are made in this country.-Kma, 
C. F. C. of N. Y., 1853. 
· This Grand Lodge has ex}iressly interdicted all intercoUrse 

with negro lodges, and with such pretended ma&OIII!, as !li&J~.. 
destine.-HUBBABD, Ohio, 1853. · . ·.: 

In the opinion of your committee,~ Grand ~dge. sho.uld 
cease all .correspondence with any Grand Lodge authorizing, 
in any way, masonic intercourse witl;t negroes.-C. F. C. 4, 
1856. 

No Grand Lodge has authorized: wbordinates to initiate 
negroes.-BIEBCE, Ohio; 1856. 

It is not proper to initiate in our lodges persons of the 
negro race ; and their excluaion ia in accordance Wl"th ·mas6riic 
law, and the Ancient Charges and Regulations. All lodges of 
negroes in North America are clandestine, and no one made 



in BUch a lodge aho1dd be ~tied or euaiaeQ by any reg., 
ular lodge.-IUrcu, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. 

The colored race do not poseeea, in this country, the nocea
BarT qualifioatiow .to be made masoDS. This is evident from 
their position, and the universal infiuence of the law of 881o

ciation, They w,oJl)d DO~ be met as .equals, and whl!l'e there 
is no equality, there can be no Freemasonry. Colored per
eons made in regular lodges, and producing legal vouchers, 
would not be refused oa visitors.~HnxJLUI, Ed. Mir. and 
Key., 1859. 

How KaD7 at one Keetma. 
The Genenu Regulations of 1720 forbid the making of more 

thai). five new brethren at one time, (meeting,) unleBB by dia
penBBtion. This is still the general usage. 

No lodge shall make more than jive new brethren at one 
time, * * * * unless by a dispeUBBtion from the Grand 
MBBter or his Deputy.-Old Reg., 1721, iv. 

A. lodge has power to make but five new brethren at the 
same time.-Consts. N. Y. and Min. 

No lodge shall make more than five brethren at one time. 
-Const. N. J. 

Not more than five brethren can be made in .one lodge on 
the same day, * * * unless by dispensation.-Con..t. Perm. 

An excess of five candidates shall not be received on the 
same day.-Const. N. C. 

No lodge shall, on any pretense, make more than five new 
brothers in one day.-Conlt. 8. C. 

Not more than five new brothers shall be made in any one 
lodge on the aame day, unleBB by dispeUBBtion.-Conat. Ga. 

No lodge shall initiate more than five at the same meeting, 
unleBB by dispenBBtion.-Conlt. iJ. C. 

No lodge shall confer the degrees upon more than five can
didate& at any one meeting; nor shall more than one candidate 
be initiated, passed, or raised, at one and the same time.
Conlt. Cal. . 

· No lodge shall oonfer the degrees upon mare than five Can· 
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didates at one meeting, except by special dispensation from 
the Grand or Deputy Grand Master.-COn.!t. Oregon. 

No lodge shall, on any pretense, make more than five new 
brothers in one day, unle88 by dispensation.-COII3ts. Eftglt.mtl 
and Ca. 

No lodge shall initiate more than five candidates in one 
sesaion.-Const. Md. · 

How K&n7 at one Time. 
It is not unusual to initiate, craft, and confer a part of the 

third degree upon several candidates at one time. The pro
priety, necessity, or correctness of such practic~, may well be 
doubted, and we hope that it will speedily become obsolete. 
It cannot be done without a violation of both the spirit and 
the letter of tlie ritual, and at the expense of its most impres-

. sive lessons. 
Resolvtd, That the Grand Lodge hereby forbids the subor

dinate lodges from conferring any portion of either degree, 
except the explanatory lectures, upon more than one candi
date at a time.-Va., 1856. 

It is not proper to introduce more than one candidate at 
one and the same time in conferring the first and third 
degrees.-Ru. lll., 1845. 

This Grand Lodge hereby forbids the subordinate lodges 
within its jurisdiction to initiate, pass, or raise more than one 
candidate at the same time.-Res. Conn., 1854. 

I cannot believe that it is proper to confer the first section 
of the first degree, the first section of the second degree, or 
the first and second sections of the third degree, on more than 
one candidate, at the same time, and by the same ceremony. 
-LrrcH, G. M. of Va., 1856. 

No lodge shall be allowed to initiate, pass, or raise more 
than one candidat:e at the same time.-Res. Ttnn., 1844 •. 

Lodges are required and enjoined not to confer, under any 
pretext or emergency, the working part of the first degree 
upon more than one candidate at a. time.-Reg. Mi~s. 

We think it no violation of the Ancient Constitutions to inio 
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tiato or pass 11.8 many as five candidates at a time.-ExGLIIDJ, 
C. F. C. Ark., 1857. 

Candidates should be initiated singly.-Lon. Mal. Q. R., 
1839,265. 

I think it ~proper to confer either of the symbolic degreea 
upon more than one candidate at a time.-MoRBIB, Am. F. M., 
iv., 77. 

No lodge, in conferring either of the degrees, shall introduce. 
more than one candidate at the BanJe time.-Comt. Wis. 

It is common mage to take two or more ~F. C.'s together. 
through the first section of the next degree; but it is not cor
rect practice, and should not be encouraged, though it may 
ilometimes be excused.-C. W. Moou, 1849. 

Shall not initiate, pass, or raise more than one candidate at 
the BanJe time.-Reg. Tenn., 1857. 

In conferring the first and third degrees, it is not proper to 
introduce more than one candidate at one and the BanJe time. 
-Res. Ohio, 1844. 

It is in accordance with correct usage to initiate or craft 
more than one candidate at the BanJe time; but I recommend 
much caution in the exercise of such right.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 
1852. 

To initiate two candidates at one and the same time, is a 
wide and dangerous deviation from the ancient landmarks of 
the order.-Ark., 1846. 

Lodges under this jurisdiction are directed and required 
not to make more than one master mason at one and the same 
time; though the history of the degree may be given to any 
number thus made.-Res. Mich., 1854. 

Not more than one brother shall be raised at one time.-Ky., 
1853. To be avoided, except on occasions of most pressing 
emergency.-8. C., 1853. 

It is unmasooic to confer degrees upon more than one can
didate at the Harne time.-CLARI, G. M. C071ft., 1854. 

But one candidate should be initiated at the same time.
Pusoorr, C. F. C. Min., 1857. 



Number of Deereea at the ~ame Meeting. 

drand Lodge Constitutions or Regulations usually specify 
bow many degrees may be conferred upon a candidate at o~e 
and the same meeting. In the absence of such regulation, 
the safest and only proper rule is, to confer but one degree at 
the same meeting. 

Neither shall any lod_ge be permitted to make and raise the 
liame brother, af orte artd the same meeting, without a dispen:
sation from the Grand Master, which, on very particular 
occasions only, may be requeeted.-G. L. "Eng., 1753. 

No candidate can be admitted to more than one degree at 
the same time, except by dispensation, or by the provisions 
of the sixth section of article· three of this Constitution.
Con.<t. N. H. 

The conferring of more than one degree at the same com
munication is left ~o the discretion of the lodge.-Const. Yt. 

It shall not be regular to give more than one degree to the 
same individual on the same day, unless a dispensation shall 
have been obtained therefor.-G. L. Mass. 

A candidate shall not receive more than one degree on one 
day, without a dispensation from the Grand Master.-Con& 

• Penn. 
Neither shall more than one degree be conferred on the 

same day, except as above provided, (see "Previous Notice,") 
unleBB due proficiency be attained in each advancing step, to 
be manifested in open lodge.-Const. N.C. 

No candidate can receive more than, one dE>gree in one 
night.-Const. S. C. 

Nor shaD any lodge confer more than two degrees on any 
applicant on the same day, without a dispensation.-Const. Go. 

No lodge shall confer more than one degree on the liame 
candidate at the same meeting, unleBB it be cooeidered an a<> 

tual case of emergency~-CmMt. Fla. 

Nor shall any candidate receive more than one degree at 
the same communication, unless by dispensatio~:_Const. D. C. 
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No person shall receive more than one degree at the same 
communication.-Const • .Ala. 

No lodge shall confer more than one degree on the same 
individual at the same meeting.-Con&t. Mo. 

Nor shall there be conferred more than one degree upon 
the same candidate at any one meeting of the lodge.-Comtl. 
Cal. and Oregon. 

Nor shall a lodge be permitted to give more than one 
degree to a brother on the same day.-COtUt. Ca. 

No candidate shall receive more than one degree at one 
and the same meeting of the lodge.-Comt. Me., 1820. 

No lodge shall confer more than two degrees on one 
brother at the same session, unless his be considered an ac
tual case of emergency.-Comt. Md. 

No candidate shall receive more than two degrees at one 
and the same meeting of the lodge, without first obtaining a 
dispensation therefor.-Comt. Me. 

A lodge was reprimanded by the Grand Lodge (MASBACHu
IIB'l'TB) for unmaeonic conduct, and violation of the Constitu
tion, for balloting for, and conferring on an initiate three 
degrees in one and the same evening.-Proc. Mcm., 1814. 

This Grand Lodge prohibits its subordinates conferring 
more than one degree upon the same candidate at one and 
the same communication.-Re,. Conn., 1858. 

The lodges subordinate to this jurisdiction are forbidden to 
confer more than one degree on the same candidate, at one 
meeting, unleBB authorized by dispensation from one of the 
first four officers of this Grand Lodge.-&,. R. 1., 1857. 

The practice of conferring more than one degree of an e.;en
ing, is an evil, and should be abolished at once,or only indulged 
in in very extreme cases.--STEWART, G. M. of N.J., 1856. 

Two degrees shall not be conferred on the same person 
on the same day, except by dispensation, nor at any time, 
unless the candidate pass due examination.-Reg. Mils. &g. 
A rio 
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No lodgo aball confer more than one degree on any brother 
on the same day.-Const. Eng. 

No lodge shall confer more than one degree on the same 
individual at the same meeting.-Con·t. Kansas. 

No lodge shall confer more than two degrees, at ooe com
munication, on the same candidate.-MACKEY, P. M. L., 114. 

It is just as masonic to give a candidate three degrees in 
one day as two; but all philosophy and an&logy is violated by 
giving more than one.-MoJUUB, Am. F. M., iv., 45. 

Objections to a Candidate. 

Any member of the lodge ·has the right to object to the ad
miBBion (or advancement) of any candidate, at any time before 
the 0; B.; and such objection is sufficient to bar the progress 
of the candidate, even though the objector does not divulge 
his reasons. If he voluntarily and openly divulge his reasons 
to 1M lodge, we are bf opinion that they then become the prop: 
erty of the lodge ; and if a majOt-ity decide that they are not 
sufficient, we think ihe brother is moni.lly and· masonictuly 
bound to withdraw them. So long as he keeps them to bi.ui
self, they are his own private property; but aa soon as tl1ey 
are divulged to the lodge, they beoome the property of the 
lodge, to be disposed of as the lodge may see fit to determine. 

Any member cif a subordinate lodge may object to the initia
tion, passing, or raising of a.candidate, at any time before the 
degree is conferred; and it ~all be the duty of the lodge to 
investigate such objections before proceeding further wJ~ 
the candidate.-Const. Mass. 

(See resolution of V BBKONT, &c., under the head gf "Secrecy 
of !he JWlot.") 

If the lodge should consider the reasons of the objection* 
not valid, still it cannot elect and initiate the eandidate, as the 
objecting brother's ballot has its full operatien,· however im
proper may be the .motives which control it. The candidate 
is as fully rejected by it as by any other ballot. · If 81lcb 

• ~n volunlariiJ given to the lodp. 
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brother give. his reasons voluntarily, and they are wholly 
selfish, frivolous, revengeful, or vindictive, and are founded 
upon no mof&} objection, he leaves open a fair inquiry as lO 
himself, whether his 1!-Ction is correctly masonic, which hia 
lodge may investigate, if it thinks fit. Such an investigation 
might, perhaps,_ in a very str~mg C315e, lead to suspension or 
expulsion.-Tucx~a, G. M. Vt., 1862. 

In 1851, tke Grand Lodge of TKXAB affirmed the decision of 
a subordinate lodge in suspendiilg a member for "maliciously 
stopping the advancement of a fellow-craft, for purposes un
connected with Masonry, and to lend his personal aid to a 
man not a mason." · . 

The right to C315t the black ball is unqUestiOflllble.-G. M. 
Or'egon, 1856. 

. . . 
. !laol'!Jed, That at any time before the initiation of a candi

date, upon the objection of any member of the lodge, upon 'be 
statement of his reasons for said objection, the lodge may de
termi&e as to whether he shall be initiated or not.-Mich., 
1857. · Sound do<?trine.-C. F. C. Texas, 1858 .. 

A member may object to one on other grounds than immor
ality or unmasonic conduct.-G. M. of Ark., 1856. 

No candidate negative(! with two nays shall.have the priv· 
ilege of a second ballot.· But if.there be but one negative, he 
may (on suppositipn of-some mistake) have that favor granted i 
and if in that second ballot there be still one negative only, 
then that negative shall, if demanded, give to a committee of 
three, :five, or seven, (said committee to be chosen by the 
lodge,) his reasons, which, if satisfactOry to said committee, his 
vote shall be .confirmed, and the party stand negatived j but 
if unsatisfactory, or if he refuses to give his reasons, or dis
cover himself, his negative shall be of none effect. And, in 
ei¢.er C315e, a member or brother that.discloses the proceed
ings of that night, shall be excluded from the lodge, if a mem
ber, and for ever disqualified for a reception, if a visiting 
bro~er.-.By-laur of 1739. · 

After the balloting, or the ·initiation, or passing, or even 
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while raising-at any point of time before the signing of the 
by-Jaws-a single individual mf'mber of a lodge, who is him
e~lf in good standing, who may Jearn, subsequent to the bal
loting, of any fact whioh, if known at the time of balloting, 
would have justified him in caeting a negative vote, is in duty 
bound to object to the advancement of the candidate, or new 
brother. He is not bound to explain, or give his reasons; 
and is not to be compelled; nor is he bound to expose his 
secret to any one. One single objector in such caee is all 
that is requisite. His objection is good, even though the 
candidate has received part of the dep:ee only; or even when 
he has been finished on the last degree, but has not signed 
the by-laws. But it cannot undo what has been done. The 
candidate must stop then, and stand at that point, until the 
objection is removed or withdrawn; and is bound to secrecy 
by his first or entering engagements.-HAren, C. F. C. of N. Y., 
1850. 

It is a settled principle in Masonry, that one black ball 
rejects without a question, except a second ballot may be 
called, to be satisfied of no mistake.-Com. Md., 1849. 

An election does not invest in the candidate an indefeas
ible right to the degrees, but the lodge is bound to stop at 
any point when they find him unworthy; and if the objec
tions to his advancement are of that serious nature that would 
justify suspension or expulsion, it is the duty of the lodge to 
prefer charges and try him.-Com . .Ark., 1852. 

Any member of a subordinate lodge may object to the ini
tiation, passing, or raising a candidate at any time before the 
degree is conferred.-Res. Tenn., 1~~1. Such (above) we 

. understand to be the rule of Masoury.-C. ,V, MooRE. It is 
not the duty of a brother to state objections to a candidate 
before ballot, or the right of a lodge to require its members 
to state such objections at any time.-LEWIS, G. M. of N. Y., 
1858. Fui.LER, C. F. C. Tenn., 1858. 

A brother is not required to black-ball a candiuate against 
whom he has and knows no objection, at the hail of another 
brother.-.lb. · 



An abtue of the right of ballot for candidates by a brother, 
is a disciplinable offenae ; and hence, where a brother waived 
his privilege of secrecy, and avowed an unworthy motive for 
·balloting against a candidate, he was snbject to cbarge&
Llnns, G. M. of N. Y., 1858. 

Advancement in the degrees may be stayed at any time, 
for good reasons, by the lodge or the Master.-Res. m., 1857. 
. Whenever objection is made by a member of any lodge 
under this jurisdiction, in good standing, to the conferring of 
ans of the degrees of Masonry upon an applicant who may 

·have been elected to receive the same, it shall not be lawful 
to confer !laid degrees, or either of them, until such objections 
·shall have been withdrawn by the brother so making them.
: Res. D. c., 1857. 

We hold, that so soon as objection was made in open lodge 
to the promotion of· a candidate, it was the duty of the Mas
ter to have ordered the ballot to be taken.-Com. 8. C., 1853. 

I decided that a member, after the election of a candidate,. 
could object to the conferring of the degrees, without making 
]mown the nature of his objections, and the lodge could not 
confer the degree until the objections were withdrawn by the 
member making them.-FRAILEY, G. M. of D. C., 1855. 

When an applicant to be paBBed has been wrongfully 
rejected, this Grand Lodge has no power to investigate-no 
jurisdiction over the matter--and can grant no relief.-.Ala., 
1855. • 

The lodge is bound to presume that it was done for good 
and sufficient reasons. It is a matter for which the brother 
casting the negative must answer to his own conscience alone. 
·There is DO other tribunal before which he can be arraigned. 
-C. W. Moou, 1844. 

A member is under a constructive obligation to vote 
against an unworthy applicant for admission, and his refusal 
or willful neglect to do so, would subject him to the discipline 
of his lodge.-lb. 

Where a member came in after a candidate had been 



accepted, and clabned a right to ballo't, held, that the ballot 
could not be reconsidered, and of his objectiOIIS to the candi
.date, the lodge was then the sole ju4ge ... When the question 
is peoding, a mem'ber may avow his vote withQut being re
quired to give reasons; but when,. after the ballot is recorded, 
be claims the right to negative the decision already had, the 
lodge may demand his reasonsl and judge of .their sufficiency. -e. w. !IooB.B. · ··· · · · · ·· · · · 

The advancement. of a caridid'afe may hi! melted at any 
stage, for good cause.~JtiTH, G. M Ar", 1856~ · · · 

· 4-u objector hal! th~ undoubi;e(i rigb~ to' b~k-ball an appli
cant at.all stages of his appli~tion •. The.Qplll\ a.wwal Man 
objecling l>rotb.er does not allow ~· lodge: to pass upon ki8 
right, or upon the sufficiency of his reasons; O't. to'·.qtteation 
JUn. upon his reasons.-Miss., J~54.. .. 
. ··;Any meml?er may object to ·the iuitiation;passing, or raiii
Jng a canltidate; at any time bemre the degree. is oont'err.ed;.-+ 
Reg .. T~n.,. 1857. , 

n is. compewnt for the Master or the .lodge to dtmliWd of • 
auember. his reasons for voting. against· a ca.udidate for the 
degrees.-C. F; C. Cal., 1~5~. 

Communicating to an applicant for the degrees, or to any 
one not a maat.lr maaon, objections 'that have been made to 
the character or standing of the applicant, by a member of 
the lodge, or a visitor therein, is a breach of masonic duty 
and obligation; and a brother so offending should be charged, 
tried, and, if found guilty, be reprimanded, suspended, or ex
pelled, according to the circumstances of the case.-HUBBABD, 
Ohio,1851. 

No one should be initiated ·against tlie ballot of a sitting 
member, alth()ngh the whole lodge may have (even} good 
reasons to oolieve. the dissentient member wrong; as, while 
he remains 3 m .... mber, his vote is to be held equal to that of 
any other.-lb. 

Any regular ,nember has the right to oppose the initiation 
or advancem~~·.t of a candidate at any time.-lb. 
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One who blaclk-baUs a candidate, from peraor.al motivee, is 
not to be dealt with otherwise than by friendly advice.- lb. 

It is competent for a lodge to refuse to initiate a candidate 
after he has been "duly elected." It is its duty to do so if 
any one of its regular members objects; though the ob
jection, or· the. reason for it, did not exist at the time the bal
lot was had.-lb. 

There is no foundation in Masonry for supposing that an 
objector to an applicant for initiation must state his reasons 
for objecting; or, if the applicant has already taken one or 
more degrees, that the objector must prefer charges against 
him.-DoWNBY, G. M. Ind., 1857. 

It is highly improper to postpone a ballot where a black 
ball appears.-lll •• 1856. 

At any time before the initiation of a· candidate, upou th& 
objection of any member of the lodge, upon the statement of 
his reasons for said objection, the lodge may determine as to 
whether.he shall be initiated or not.-Res. Mich., 1857. 

A brother black-balling an applicant, cannot withdraw hill 
objections· after the second stated meeting subsequent to snch 
rejection.-SwmBRT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

It is a violation of the Constitutions of Masonry to call upon 
a brother to state his reasons for casting a black ball.-Iotm, 
1849. 

After a report, in all cases, the candidate should be balloted 
for, unless the report be recommitted to the same committee. 
-Iotro, 1852. 

The ballot should always be spread, whether the committee 
report favorably or unfavorably.-SxiTH, G. M . .Ark., 1856. 

A brother has a right to protest against conferring a degree; 
and if the record shows that the candidate had been elected, 
the protest should also be entered, that the rejection may 
appear.- Texas, 1858. 

If the report of the committee is unfavorable, the candidate 
should be considered as rejected, without any reference to a 
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'ballot.-MACDT, P. M. L., 189. We think difTerently.-
J. W. S. MITCIIKLL, 1853. 

One black ball, with a good reason assigned, of the suf,. 
Aciency of which the Master shall be a competent judge, or 
two black balls,* without any reason at all being assigned, 
will reject a candidate for initiation.-MACDY, Ltxium, (()0. 

Though a member should give the reasons for his vote, the 
lodge has not the power to overrule them.-MoBBis, .A.m. 
F. M., ii., 14. 

A brother can black-ball an applicant on any ground he 
pleases. The lodge cannot control this matter. It is one of 
private judgment.-MoBBIB, .A.m. F. M., ii., 115. 

If the adoption of an unfavorable report rejects an appli
cant, then it follows, by logical inference, that adopting a ta
Torable report elects him.-MoBRIS, .Am. F. M., ii., 131. A 
consistent view of the matter.-G. W. C. 

After a black ball has been cast, it cannot. legally be with
drawn 1Ty pro:ry.-MoBBis, .A.m. F. M., iii., 18. It has always 
been our opinion, that in case of the withdrawal of objections, 
the applicant is to be considered elected without a further 
ballot.-lb., 129. 

A. ballot should be had in all cases, whatever the report of 
the committee may be. The candidate cannot be recorded as 
rejected until the ballot is cast, and the result officially de
clared. It is the business of the committee· to investigate; it 
is for the lodge to decide.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., xiii., 304 . 

.An individual can be kept back from the degrees of 
Masonry, after having taken one degree, upon evidence of im
proper conduct prior to initiation.-N. C., 1850. 

There is but one way of rejecting a candidate, and that is 
by secret ballot.--J. W. S. MITcHELL, 1855. 

If I believe that a man will not, in good faith and with all 

• llost or the Grand Lodgee in the United St&tee r~quire unanimity in the bal
lot; bat the Old Ooostitutions permitted as many as three black baUs, It tho 
.lod1e desired it. 
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his heart, comply with all his obligations to me, through 
.penuriousness, selfishness, indolence, personal antipathy, or 
any other like defect of character, I not only may, but I ought 
to refuse to assume those obligations towards him; and none 
have a right to ask my reasons.-ALBERT Pin. We regard 
this as sound reasoning.-EDITOR .Ashier, 1856. We coincide. 
-G.W.C. 

Where a candidate was elected, and a member not present 
afterward, and before the degrees were conferred, came in 
and objected, held, proper to commit, to hear and investigate 
the objections, and, on report, to require a further and unani
mons ballot.-Com. Juri&. G. G. Chap., 1856. 

Advancement may be stayed at any time, for good reasons, 
by the lodge or Master.-&8. Hl., 1857. 

Where objections are made after clear ballot, I think a vote 
of two-thirds should be required to withhold what the unani
mous ballot entitled to.-ANDERSON, G. M. Ill., 1855. Grand 
Lodge do. 

After a candidate is elected, if objections be made, it is the 
duty of the Master to withhold the degree, and investigate. 
A member present when the ballot is taken, and afterward 
objects, should state his reasons. A member not present at 
the ballot, and who afterward objects, cannot be required to 
disclose his reasons.-G. M. Texas, 1857. 

A brother may privately inform the presiding officer that 
he objects to the initiation of the candidate, in which case the 
Master will announce, at the proper time, that objection is 
made, and declare the candidate rejected.-MoRRIS, Am. 
F. M., v., 68. 

A simple declaration from any member of the lodge that he 
objects to the applicant, is equivalent to a black ball, even 
after a clear ballot.-lb., iii., 65. Bounden duty of lodge to 
withhold the degree, so long as any one member shall object, 
no matter wb,at the state ofthe ballot may have been.-lb., 177. 

Candidate, after clear ballot, may be rejected before initia.. 
tion, even by the objection of one member.-Ky.; 1813. 
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Petitiona t'or DeiP'ees. 

According to the present and well-established usage, all 
petitions for the degrees must be made in writing, signed by 
the applicant, recommended by one or more members' of the 
lodge to which such application is made, and presented at ii. 
stated meeting. A lodge has an undoubted right to receive, 
or to·refuse to receive, such petition--a majoritY being sUf
ficient to determine. If no objection be made to the ·recep
tion of the petition, it may be ordered on file, and' tiui' usual 
committee of investigation appointed, by the Master, without 
a formal vote. . 

WithdJ::awaJ ot' Petition.s. 
After a petition has been prellented to a lodge, and accepted, 

(received,) it should not be withdrawn. . It cannot consistently 
be withdrawn at any time, except at the personal request of 
the petitioner. We do not acknowledge the right or the jus
tice of allowing any friend of the petitioner to withdraw such 
petition. The ouly party that can correctly ask such permis
sion, is the petitioner himself; and the ouly party that can 
grant it, is the lodge. For the lodge to grant such permis
sion, without such request and for good reasons, is not, fu 
our opinion, correct or consistent. 

No subordinate lodge should allow any petition to be with
drawn after it is presented to the lodge.-C. F. C., N. H., 1852. 

Neither permit them to withdraw their petition, without 
subjecting them to the negative vote.-G. M. of Mass., 1856. 

No petition for initiation, when once before the lodge, can 
he withdrawn.-Const. Md. 

A petition to be made a mason, after beiug pre11ented and 
referred, cannot be witl1drawn, but must be acted upon by 
report of committee and ballot.-Const. N. Y. 

An unfavorable report having been made by a committee, 
can a petition be withdrawn? .Ans. It cannot. Great evil 
grows out of the withdrawal of petitions, and it sbo~ld never 
be permitted.-MoRBis. 



.A. petition is the property of the lodge. If a candidate is 
rejected, ehe may return it to him, or retain it, at her diacre
tion.-G. M. of A1·k., 1856. 

After the petition of an applicant is read, and .referred to a 
eommittee of investigation, it then becomes the property of 
the lotlge, and cannot, under any circumstance&, be withdrawn; 

. but the usual mode of disposing of it must be observed, to 
11«ept or rtj«t it by ballot.-BAIN of N. C., 1858 . 

.Although it ill the praotice in lodges to pei'1Dit • petition 
to be withdrawn before the ballot, yet the proceeding is not 

. considered as masonic or just. So far as we can remember, 
the entire weight of authority is adverse to the practice. 
Brother .Moou, of the Frtn~~CUOA's Magazine, conejders that, 
after a petition has been presented, it should not be allowed 
to be withdrawn; and he very sensibly adds: "Lot the mem
bers of our lodges take the trouble to ascertain the true 
character of their friends before they propose them, and 
there will seldom be occasion to ask leave to withdraw petl-
1ions."--CHASz, Mas. Jour., 1856. 

No subordinate lodge should allow any petition to bo with
drawn after it is presented to the lodge.-HA.TCH, C. F. C. of 
N .. Y., 1851. This is the rule we have long labored to estab
lish.-.MoRRIB, Am. F. M., ii., 95. 

No lodge, under any circumst:mces, should ever tolerate a 
petition for the degrees to be withdrawn, after it has been 
}Jl'OileDted and referred. -HYA.lf., G. M. qf Cal., 1853. 

No petition for the degrees can or should be withdrawn, 
after it has been received by the lodge, except such as aro 
reported favorably upon.-Tenn., 1853 . 

.A. petition of a candidate, after being presented and refer
red to a committee, cannot be withdrawn; but the committee 
must report, and a ballot be had, in all cases.-LEmB, G. M. 
of N. Y., 1858. 

After a petition is regularly received by a lodge, and entered 
upon its Ininutes, it shall not be withdrawn, except by consen$ 
of thrt"e-fourths of the members present.-Const. Neb. 



.A petition for initiation may be withdrawn before being 
acted on by the lodge, if the report of the committee thereon 
be favorable-not otherwise.-.Rtg. Miss. Rts. Ttnn., 1857. 

The practice of withdrawing petitions is peculiar to the 
United States. It is, in our judgment, a wrong and danger
ous practice.-C. W. MooRE, 1846. 

The friends of a petitioner should never be allowed to 
withdraw ~s petition after the committee have made their 
report, especially if it be unfavorable to him.-lb., 1848. 

After a petition for initiation or membership is received, it 
shall not be withdrawn, unless on application before the com
mittee report upon it, for good cause shown, at a stated meet
ing, and by consent of three-fourths of the members present. 
-Res. Ind., 1848. · 

A petition once received, should not be withdrawn, but 
acted on.-OHB, C. F. C. Md., 1849. A petition for initiation 
once rec.eived, cannot be withdrawn, except by unanimous 
consent.-Ky., 1842. Should in no case be withdrawn after 
reference to the committee.-J. W. S. MITCHELL, 1853. 

A. petition for initiation or membership presented to a 
lodge, becomes the property of the lodge, and cannot, on any 
consideration, be withdrawn; but a ballot must be had; in all 
cases, on the report of the committee.-Res. Cal., 1854. 

A petltion, after its reception by the lodge, is the property 
of the lodge, and cannot be withdrawn without the assent of 
the lodge. It would be best not to allow it to be withdrawn 
in any case of unfavorable report, or if a negative vote be 
suspected.-MELLEX, ~cacia, 1855. 

When a petition is received and entered on the minutes •. it 
is the property of the lodge, and cannot be withdrawn uuleBB 
by a three-fourths vote of the lodge.-Ohio, 1837. 
· A petition, after being rejected, can he withdrawn by order 

of the lodge; but the better rule is, to have it remain in the 
possession of the lodge.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

Wrong to allow petitions to be withdrawn before a ballot. 
-Rl., 1855. A petition caunot be withdrawn after reference, 



under any circumstances, whether the report thereon be 
favorable or not.-.Ditto. .ANDERSON, G. M. do. 

A petition for the degrees ca~~~~ot be withdrawn from a 
lodge, unletii! favorably reported upon by the committee of 
investigation, and then only by unanimous vote of the lodge. 
-Res. Min., 1858 . 

.A petition may be withdrawn, with the unanimous consent 
of the lodge, before its reference to an investigating commit
tee, but not afterwards.-Comt. 101Da, 1844. 

No petition can or should be withdrawn after it has been 
received by the lodge.-Tenn., 1853. 

Hereafter, petitions may be withdrawn from any of the sub
ordinate lodges at any time before the ballot shall have been 
spread in any case.-Hl., 1852 • 

.After a petition has been received and referred, it shall not 
be withdrawn.-.Arl., 1853. Stari(Mll'd By-Jaw of .Ark., 1857. 
N.C., 1851. 

The practice of withdrawing petitions, under any circum
stances, is at least of doubtful propriety; but they certainly 
should not be withdrawn after unfavorable report.-.Mo., 1857. 

No lodge shall allow any petition to be withdrawn after it 
has been received by the lodge.-Tum, 1847. 

We suppose it to be well settled, that after a reference to 
a committee, a petition cannot be withdrawn.-ABELL, C. F. C. 
of Cal., 1858 • 

.A petition cannot be withdrawn after an unfavorable 
report.-MoRRis, .Am. F. M., ii., 3. 

No petition should be withdrawn after it is received by the 
lodge.-Moxam, Am. F. M., iv., 36. 

The practice is wrong-entirely wrong.-C. MooRE, Mas. 
~ .• x., 42. .A vote aJ,lowing a petition to be withdrawn 
cannot be reconsidered at a subsequent meeting, as the peti. 
tion is no longer before, or in possession . of the lodge.-lb., 
xv., 128. We agree with the above opinions.-G. W. C. 



Renewal or Petitions, after Rejection. 
Several of the Grand Lodges require that a specified period 

shall elapse before au applicant, who has once been rejected, 
can again apply for initiation, while the others are silent upon 
the point In the absence of such Grand Lodge regulation, 
each subordinate lodge can fix the time for itself, by a special 
by-law, or it may leave itselffree to a~ept or refuse such pe
tition at any and all times, as it may please to decide in each 
individual case. The latter is the better, and, in o~ opinion, 
the only just course. 

The following Grand Lodges require that. ane year should 
elapse after a petition for initiation has been rejected in a 
lodge, before the candidate can make a second ·application: 
KENTUCKY, INDIANA, NoRTH CA1toL1NA, Gi:o:RGu, FLoRIDA, Hili
TRICT oF CoLUl!BIA, MIBBouRI, CALIFORNIA, OlmooN, VERMoNT, 
MISSISSIPPI, KANBA.B, TEXAS •. (1852.) 

Six months is the time required in the fQ}lowiDgjurisdictions: 
NEW YoRK, LoUIBIA.NA, MARYLAND, MINNESOTA and. CANADA..: 

In TEL\11, one black ball rejects for one year, two for two 
yeaTB, and three or more for three years.-Const. Texa~. 

A ·new petition from the same candidate may be received 
at a subsequent stated communication,· and acted upou.-
C. F. C. of N. Jl., ~852. .. 

A rejected candidate must present a new petition upon a 
second application to be made a mason, his first petition hav
ing been rejected; it being a petition that is rejected or 
accepted, and not a candidate.-LEWIS, G. M. of N. Y., 1858. 

There is no regulation in the Constitutions of Masonry that 
requifes a rejected candidate to· remain one year before he 
can again be proposed for initiation. Nor is such practice 
the general usage. Where it exists, it is by Virtue of a par
ticular Grand Lodge regulation, or local usage ·of the lodges, and 
is inoperative beyond the jurisdiction within which it is thus 
sanctioned. Lodges are free to judge for themselves, and to 
decide, each for itself, until the Grand Lodge bas passed upon 
the subject.-C. W. MooRE, 1848. 



In ExGL.UiD, and in those American Grand jurisdictioll8 not 
mentioned in thia section, there is no fixed time when a re
jected applicant may be re-proposed.-G. W. C. 

If a candidate is rejected, there is the end of the matter, 
and a new petition must be presented before his name can 
again properly come before the lodge for a ballot.-C. W. 
Mooa&. · 

H proposed apin, it BhliJl be in the same manner as though 
he had never been mentioned in the lodge.-By-laws 1796. 

. There is no ~ed rule· in relation to the time that must 
elapse before a re-petitioB after rejection.-HUBBAJID, Ohio, 
1851 ' ' 

This is altogether a I~ regulation. . H the local regula
tions are silent,. the l!eoond application may be made at any 
time after the rejection of the first. The second application 
must be governed by the same rules as an original one.
MACKEY, P. M. L., ii., 111. 

After th!l prescribed period has elapsed, a petition m~t be 
presented and acted uP<>n exactly as if it had never before 
been presented.-Moaars, .Am. F. M., ii., 77. In which 
opinion we coincide.-G. W. C. 

There is no general law relative to the time a rejected &p.. 
plicant must wait before he can renew his application. The 
more common usage is twelve months.-MoRBis, .Am. F. M., 
iv.,92. 

Candidates Previously Rejected 

An applicant for initiation, who has been once rejected, 
should never be received in any other lodge, without the 
consent of the lodge which rejected him~ The fact that ho 
has removed into another jUrisdiction does not weaken the 
force of the rule. The lodge which previously rejected him 
bas a right to object to his initiation, and its objection should 
be held valid, ana sufficient to estop him. The above is a 
strict interpretation of the general rule_, and only weighty rea
sons should be allowed to relax or suspend it in any particu
lar case. 



No candidate, whose application may be rejected by a 
lodge, shall be initiated in any lodge under this jurisdiction, 
other than the one to which he fir11t applied, without the 
recommendation of six members of said lodge, of whom the 
Master and Wardens shall be three. * * * If any mason 

' knowingly assist, or recommend for initiation, to any lodge 
whatever, any candidate rejected as aforesaid, who may not 
have obtained a recommendation as before provided, •uch 
mason shall be expelled* from the institntion.-Comts. Me. 
and Mass. 

In NBW You, a lodge cannot initiate an applicant pre
vionsly rejected in any lodge, until six months after such re
jection. 

In PENNSYLVANIA and MA.88A.CIIU8BTI'S, an applicant for ini
tiation must state in his application whether he has ever been 
rejected by any lodge. 

No lodge shall initiate any candidate, who has been rejected 
by another lodge, within one year after such rejection; and 
then only upon the recommendation of seven members of the 
lodge by whom the rejection was made, if it is in existence, of 
whom three shall be the Master and W ardens.-C0118t. D. C. 

In VIRGINIA, no rejected applicant for initiation can be ini-' 
tiated in any lodge within one yeM from such rejection. 

No candidate whose application may be rejected in any 
lodge under this jurisdiction, shall be entered, passed, or 
raised in any other lodge which shall have received official 
notice of such rejection.-C0118t. Ga. 

Nor can a candidate, who has been once rejected, be know~ 
ingly received by any other lodge onder this jurisdiction, 
without the consent of the lodge which rejected him.-Fla. 

N o rejected applicant for initiation or membership shall be 
initiated or received a member in any other lodge, without 
the consent of a majority of the lodge which rejected him.
Cmu;t. Ala. 

• I. s. was expelled by the Grand Lodge or ~CIItlllllml, 1866, lOr tbil 
abo•e oJrense. 
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A rejected applicant for initiation or membership .W not 
apply to any other lodge, without the recommendation of at 
least five members of the lodge which rejected hila, two of 
whom must. be of the tirat three officers of the lodge.-Con&. 
La. 

No lodge shall knowingly receive any candidate, in either 
of the degrees, who has been rejected by any other lodge, 
without first receiving the unanimous consent of the lodge 
ihat rejected him~Const. lll. 

No lodge can initiate a candidate who has been previously 
rejected in another lodge under the jurisdiction, without the 
written recommendation of the Master and W&ltiens of the 
lodge which rejected him.-Comt. Mich. 

A lodge shall not act upon the petition of one who has at 
any time before been rejected, except all the members should 
be present who acted in the instance of the rejection, unlesa 
by special dispensation of the Grand Master.-Comt. lOtro. 

No applicant for initiation or membership whose petition 
may have been rejected by any lodge, shall be initiated or re
ceived in any other lodge.-Const. Mo. 

No lodge shall confer any degree upon any person who has 
been rejected by another lodge, without the unanimous con
sent of such lodge, if in existence.-Const. Texa~. 

Resolved, That in all cases where application for initiation 
into the mysteries of Masonry has been rejected by a subor- . 
diuste lodge, in the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, it shall 
not be competent for any other subordinate lodge to receive 
a petition from such rejected person until after the expiration 
of twelve months after such rejection, without the consent of 
the lodge rejecting the applicant.-Ky., 1857. 

In OHio, lodges are required to satisfy themselves by a test, 
or otherwise, whether the candidate has been rejected in some 
other lodge ; and if he has, they must be satisfactorily con
vinced that such rejection has not been on account of any 
circumstances that ought to preclude him from the benefite 
of Masonry; otherwise they cannot initiate him. 
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The majority of a lodge can, at any regular stated meeting 
thereof, recommend a rejected candidate for initiation to a 
neighboring lodge, which can then initiate him·, on a petition 
and reference, and an unanimous vote.-IIATCH, C. }'. C. of 
N.Y., 1851. 

In N EBRABKA, a lodge must be satisfactorily convinced that 
such rejection has not been on account of. any circumstances 
that ought to preclude him from the benefits of Masonry; 
otherwise the interdiction is positive and peremptory; 

A candidate rejected in any lodge cannot be received by 
another lod,ge, without the nnanimous consent of the lodge 
which rejected him.-Reg. Miss., 1857. Ky., 1842. · · ·· 

A lodge cannot receive a petition from one previously. re
jected, without consent of the lodge which rejected him. 
The fact that the petitioner does not now live in the juris
diction of the lodge which rejected him, does not change 
the force of the rule.-ANDEBBON, G. M. Ill., 1855. Grand 
Lodge do. 

No lodge can initiate a candidate previously rejected in 
another lodge.-MACKBY, P. M. L., 113. 

It is legal for a lodge to recommend, by an nnanimous vote, 
an applicant to a neighboring lodge, even though he has just 
been rejected.-MoRRis, ~m. F. M., ii., 187. 

The Constitutions do not prevent a candidate who bas been 
rejected in one lodge from being elected in another, provided 
the articles are stricjly enforced.-F. M. Lon. Qu., 1839, 551 



ADV .ANCEMENT. 
TDIB Of', 

'l"BB rule prescribed by the ritual, in regard to advance
v-ent, is, that the candid&te must have made SUitable proficiency 
in 1M pn«ding degree or degrees. To this rule it provides 
for no exceptions, and it is to be regretted that any have been 
allowed in practice. There is no general rule regulating the 
time that must elapse between the several degrees; but the 
better opinion seems to be, that one month, at least, ougl1t to 
intervene lietween them. 

All ~nter~ app~entic~s must wo~k ·~J;le. month as such be
fore they can be passed to the degree of fellow craft. .All 
fellow cci.fts mtist work in a lodge of crnfts'one month before 
they can be raised to the sublime degree of master mason.-
Ccmst. N. H. . . .... . . 

'order'eti, That from a~d ~~r tilf.l. !lissage ofthis order, it 
shall notbe regUlar to give more than one degree to the same 
individual on the liame day, nor at a less interval than one 
month from his receiving the previous· degree, unless a dis
pensation shall have been obtained therefor.~G. L. Mass., 1848. 

'Nor shall the third degree ever be conferred in a less in
terval than four :weeks from the time of initiation, except by 
dispensation from the Grand Master or his Deputy, nor with
out proof of proficiency before advancement.-Const. · N. · Y . 

.A candidate shall not receive more than one degree on one 
day; nor a subsequent degree at a less interval than one 
month from his reception of .a former degree, without dispen· 
sation from the Gtarid Master.-C01ut. Pen11. 

Nor shall a higher degree of Masonry be conferred on any 
brother, ·at a less interval than one month from his receiving 
.a previous degree, except by dispensation.-Const. 8. C. 
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.AD petitions must lie onr one monib, and there shall be at 
least that time between the conferring of each of the succeed
ing degree8, unleBB by dispensation, in a case of actual emer
gency.-Comt. D. C. 

Every brother shall serve as entered apprentice at least one 
month before p&BBing to the more honorable degree of fellow 
craft; and every fellow craft shall labor at least one month 
before raising to the degree of master mason, unleBB by dis
pensation from the Grund Mllllter, Deputy, or District Deputy 
Grand Master, or Grand Lecturer, and unanimous consent of 
the lodge.-Const. Tem~. 

Nor shall a higher degree in Ma&ODry be conferred on any 
brother at a less interval than one month from his receiving 
a previous degree • .__Conat. Ca. 

By our practice, one month must intervene before a candi
date can be advanced. Cases may occur when it is proper to 
confer all the degrees at the same time, such as often happens 
among sea-faring men, or persons suddenly leaving the coun
try.-HAswBLL, C. F. C. of Vt., 1851. 

An E. A. must remain at least two years in that degree. An 
F. C. must work at least a year before he can be admitted to 
the third degree.-Grand Lodge of lla'II()Ve1'. 

One stated meeting shall elapse between the conferring of 
each degree.-Res. Tenn., 1844. 

A higher degree shall not be conferred at a leBB interval 
than four weeks from his receiving a previous degree.
Const. Eng. 

Not leBB than two weeks between each degree, except in 
particular cases of emergency, and by consent of the Master 
and W ardens.-Const. &ot. 

Not leBB than two weeks between the degrees, unleBB the 
candidate show, on examination in open lodge, that he is fully 
qualified to advance to the next degree.-Cal., 1851. 

One lunar month between the degrees.-Ky., 1853. 

* * * Hence we derive the law, that a month at least 



ADT .AlnliiDI.ft-UI.LfJr Ga ftlftl OX. tl'f 

muat intervene between the reception of one degree ud the 
advancement to another. But this rule is also subject to a 
dispenaation.-MACXBY, P. M. L., 229. 

The ritual of the Grand Lodge of SwiTZBRLAND requires an 
interval of one year between each degree.-G. "\\. C. 

Entered apprentices shall serve five wonths before they 
are passed to the second degree; and three months a fellow 
craft before they obtain the sublime. degree of Master.
Comt. Ga., 1791. Entered apprentices shall serve three 
months before being passed to the degree of fellow craft; 
and fellow crafts must serve two months before being raised 
to the degree of master mason, unleBB by dispensation.-Ga., 
1830. 

In FRANCE and GERMANY, the usual period of probation is 
one year between each degree.-Vide London F. M. MJJg., 
1855, 221. Mir. and Key., 1856, 130. 

Ballot, or Vote, on Advancement. 
Whether a separate ballot should be taken for each degree, 

or one ballot suffice for all, is a question yet involved in doubt. 
·Much may be said on both sides. The latter is the practice 
in this jurisdiction, and the one we believe to be preferable, 
so long as only master masons are allowed the privilege of 
the ball'ot. 

The vote to advance a brother to any degree of Masonry, 
should be as unanimous as the vote which admits him as a 
member.-Const. Fla. . 

A separate ballot shall be had for eacll degree.-Comt&. 
D. C. and La. 

A aeparate ballot should, in all cases, be taken prior to the 
conferring of each degree, and one negative defeats the can
didate.-Res. Cal., 1851. 

The practice in most of onr lodges is, to require a separate 
ballot in a Master's lodge on each degree, and we do not sub
scribe to the doctrine that the candidate, once initiated, is, by 
virtue of that act, entitled to receive the other two d~e& 
-IIABWKLL, c. F. c. Vt., 1851. 



I am clearly of the opinion, that one ballot eutitlee the (liU)o 

dicWe to ihe three·degree-.-HoBB, G. M. lll., 1850. 

A. ballot for each degree, separately, is an undeniable righ~ 
when demanded.-Comt. N. Y. · 

Balloting for all the degrees giTen in the lodge at one atid 
the same 'time, is the practice in this eOID.IDonwealth; and ·we 
think it the proper ' practice, as it ·certainly ls the oldest we 
have in this conntry.*-C. W. MooltE. · 

We think that no one should be initiated, passed, or raised, 
or admitted a member of a lodge, without the . Ullll.llimoua 
concurrence of all the. members preeent when the ballot is 
taken.-C. F. C. of R. I., 1850. 

I object, in toto, to balloting for the degrees separately . ..:.:.. 

U. M. of N. C., 1847. 
No brother can be advanced to a higher degree without a 

ballot duly taken, which must be without a black ball.
BaowN, C. F. C; Fla., 1854. · 

To the above, Brother KING, (C. F. C. of N. Y., 1855,) says: 
"This is, of course, the law of that jurisdiction, or ·it would 
not have been given as such by Brother BaowN'; but it is not 
the law of NB'w YoRB:, nor of many other states. A. hundred 
or more years flince, when the second and third degrees were 
conferred only in Grand Lodge, on special applicatidn ther&;. 
for., ilueh a law was important and neceil8ary; but~ since 'all 
the degrees have come to be conferred in subordinate lodge8; 
we suppose one ballot to be sufficient, unless,-on the advance
ment. of the candidate~ -& inemhlir requests anolher ballo~ 
when ·we believe it to be indispensable; and, in this 'case, lfa 
negative ballot appears, it rejects the a}ipHcant.'~ 

To this, Brother Sroltn; '(C. F.· C; Conn., 185~,) says: "11n
doubtedly this is orthodox doctrine, though the practice hi 
CoNncmCUT ia auppo8ed to be in'aecotdanee with the rule 'laid 
down by Brother BRowN, ··We 'have seen b6th plans' pursued 
in this state, but ' we befie-t~ the . genet'al practice · 'of': olir 
lodgee- now, is to ballot for eaeh-degree; . 

• This Ia the usage ill Englalld.-G. W. C · · 
.• 
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The committee (C. F. C. of MUs., 1849) very properly dis

agree with the Grand Master of MAINB, (1848,) that "a candi
date initiated into the first, has a 1-ight to the other two 
degrees." They say, "we cannot admit this dootl'ine." N~ 
ther can we.-HATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1850. 

Several Gmnd Lodges have decided that a ballot for each 
degree is requisite, and some of them require it by a pro
vision in their Constitution. Among them are :M.ABn..um, Dis
TRICT OF OotUllBIA, lNDIAJIA and FI.oluDA. The practice is 
variant in NEW YoRit in the supordinates.-HATCB, C. F. C. 
of N. Y., 1851. 

The tak4tg a ballot on all the degrees, seems to us to be a 
needless, and, therefore, a useless practice.-lb., 1852. 

It is believed to be the general prootioe in this state, imd 
many -others, to take but a single ballot {and that in the MliS' 
ter's degree) for initiation m all the degrees, and not to ballot 
for each degree separately.-'-C. F. C. of Wis., 1852. 

It is clearly the opinion of this Grand Steward's Lodge, that 
anartiole ought to be embodied in our Constitution, requiring 
lodges to • ballot in each degree, testing the moral qualification 
of a candidate, before another degree is given.~Res. Grand 
Ste'WQ'Ttfs Loqge N. Y~,l.8~l. 

In SoUTH C.motm.A, the ullage is to take but one ballot for 
the three degrees,· A special committee (1852) say: "W c do 
not consider it the right of a member to require· a ballot 
befor,e confeuing.•tbe se<lond and third• degrees, though it is 
co.mpetent:for the. lodge to order a ballot; and if dauee be 
shown, it is perhapll . the best practice to resort to the ballot. 
We are of opinion, that as to the right of a member to call for 
a baliot, and a.B to the effect of a ballot, if taken, there is a dif
fere~;~ce between the case of &n entered apprentice appl)ing 
for the second degree, and a mere stranger applying to be 
admitted to take the degrees 

An unanimous ~allot must be had in favor of the applican~ 
for each degree.~(Jonst. ;Neb. 



&noting on moral qualifications in advancement, in the 
u.me body, ia not a commendable practice, and is of doubtful 
correctneSB.-C. W. Moou. The ballot should be on suitable 
proficiency, and not on conduct since initiation.-G. M. Cal., 
1857. 

A ballot should be taken prior to the conferring of each 
degree. So we have been taught, believe, and teacb.-C. F. C. 
Cal., 1851. 

By the Constitution and immemorial usages of our order, 
an unanimous ballot for advancement is as neceiii!IUY as for 
initiation into the first degree.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1851. 

An unanimous ballot for each degree is required.-Reg. Ill. 
lotro, 1849. 

Why should an applicant who, after zealous scrutiny, and 
a month's delay, has been unanimously permitted to pass our 
portals, be again, and yet again, subjected to the danger of 
being stopped by a nameleBB objection from an unknown 
sonrce ?-C. F. C. Min., 1858. 

Permitting a lodge to have but one ballot for the three de
grees, ia not in strict conformity to ancient craft Masonry.-
C. F. C. of D. C., 1856. 

Conferring the second and third degrees, and admitting 
members, without an unanimous ballot, we believe to be con
trary to the landmarks, evidences, and charges of ancient Ma
sonry.-Com. R. I., 1858. 

The ballot for admission to each degree, aa well as for 
admission to membership, shall be unanimous, and every 
member present shall vote.-Com. Juris., Ohio, 1857. 

This Grand Lodge directs its subordinates to require a 
separate and unanimous ballot for all candidates for initiation, 
passing or raising, and for membership of brethren not made 
in the lodge.-Res. R. 1., 1858. 

The vote upon application for initiation, advancement, 
membership, or demits, must be by secret ballot, and one 
negative shall reject.-&andard By-law Ky., 1854. 
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A clean ballot, on the application ofa candidate for initiation, 
entitles him to receive the other degrces.-JUg. Wu., 1849. 

It is undoubtedly true that the laws and usages of Masonry 
have always required a ballot on each degree.-PARVDI, 
C. F. C. Iotca, 1850. -

An unanimous ballot must be had for each degree, and for 
inembership.-Standard By-law of A1-k., 1857. 

A ballot should be had on each degree, except in ca.sea of 
emergency.-SJDTH, G. M. Ark., 1856 . 

.AJthough there is no law in the Ancient Constitutions 
which, in expreSB words, requires a ballot for candidates in 
each degree ; yet the. whole tenor and spirit of these Consfi. 
tutions seem to indicate that tl1ere should be recourse to such 
a ballot, and the almost constant usage of the craft has been 
in favor of such ballot, * * * or course, then, the vote 
should be unanitnous~-MAcKEY, P.M. L., 223. 

In MASBACIIUBETTB, in all the BRITISH lodges, in many of the 
'NEW YoRK and other lodges, the practice is to take but one 
ballot for ilie three degrees ; but we do not like its practical 
results. The best way is to take a ballot for each degree.
MoRRis, .Am. F. M., ii., 187. 

We think the general and correct practice is, to ballot for 
each degree.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., vi., 212. 

In this state (PENNSYLVANIA) the second and third degrees 
are not balloted for.-Mir. and Key., 1857. 

Applications for advancement in lodge where received 
previous degree, requires no formality of written petition, or 
laying over one month'; but if made in another jurisdiction, 
it must be formally presented, in writing, and lay ovru:; and 
be accompanied by recommendation of lodge first named.
HILLYER, G. M. /diu., 1855. 

Suitable Protl.ciency. 
The masonic ritual, from which there is, or should be, no 

appeal, requires that candidates for advancement should have 
made "suitable .proficiency in the preceding degrees," to enti~ 

11 
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:tie them to such advancement. The proper and most consil!t. 
ont method of testing the proficiency of such candidate, is by 
examination in open lodge, nuder the direction of the Master. 
Examination in open lodge, and suitable proficiency in the 
preceding degrees, are required hy resolution, or regulation, 
in the following jurisdictions: ARKAXSAS, MISSOURI, TEXAS, 

LoUisiANA, ALA.u.uu, OHio, MINNESOTA, C.u.IFORNIA, IowA, 

Bourn CAROLINA, FLoRIDA, MICHIGAN, 'VJSOONSIN, CANADA, 

OREGON, VmalNIA, lu.INois, TENNESSEE, KENTUCKY and INDIANA. 

Before a subordinate lodge advances a candidate from one 
degree to a higher degree, the Master of the lodge shall be 
satisfied that the candidate has made suitable proficiency in 
the preceding degree.-Res. N.Y., 1857. 

Previous to advancement, all candidates shall be examined 
in open lodge in the degree which they have taken, and be 
found to posseBS at least a knowledge of that degree. (!)
Const. Neb. 

Every brother who desires to be raised to the sublime de
gree of master mason, shall be examined before the lodge, 
respecting the proficiency he has made in his former degrees. 
* * *.-B~ws, 1796 . 

. Ci·editable examination, in open lodge, should precede ad
vancement.-Hz.um, G. M. Mass., 1857. HowAED, G. M. Cal., 
1857. 

Satisfactory examination through the whole of the first sec
tion of each degree must precede ballot for promotion.-Reg. 
Tenn., 1857. 

Every candidate shall be examined as to his proficiency in 
the degree he last took, before he is advanced to a superior 
degree.-Texas, 1843. 

Advancement without regard to proficiency in the preced
ing degree, is irregular, and an innovation of dangerous ten
dency.-C. W. Moo:RE, 1844. 

The candidate shall be able to pass a satisfactory ex:amina-
1ion in open lodge in the preceding degree.-Const. England. 
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No candidate should receive the degree of F. C. or M. M. 
without sufficient knowledge of the preceding degree to prove 
himself as a mason of such degree, in the usual manner, un
lesa in case of. absolute emergency; and a more hasty man
ner is unmasonic and reprehensible.-Rts. Me., 1854. 

The conferring of a degree on a candidate before he has 
made suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees, or at 
least has been instructed in all of the lectures in the preced
ing degree or degrees, is a fraud upon the candidate, and a 
violation of the principles and constitutions of Masonry.
Rts. Midt., 1848. 

This Grand Lodge fully deprecates and disapproves of 
passing and raising candidates until they have first really 
made suitable proficiency in the labor and principles of the 
preceding degree, and the subordinate lodges are instructed 
to work accordingly.-&~. lowa, 1853. 

No applicant for advancement shall be allowed to receive 
the degree applied for until he shall be examined in open 
lodge, and prove himself a proficient in the work and lectures 
of the preceding degree.-Res. Oregon, 1857 

The nominal, or "suitable proficiency," as it is called, de
manded of candidates in the several stages of their advance
ment, is not what is necessary in justice to them, and for the 
interests and reputation of our order in this commonwealth. 
-HEARD, G. M. Mass., 1857. 

1n all cases of advancement from one degree to another, it 
shall be necessary for the brother wishing to be advanced, to 
undergo an examination, in open lodge, in the degree from 
which he prays to be advanced; and sueh candidate shall be 
examined in open lodge, and prove himself proficient, on the 
first section at least, of the degree from which he prays to be 
advanced.-Reg. Va., 1856. 

That such as were to be admitted master masons, or mas· 
ters of work, should be examined whether they be able of 
otmni:ng to serve their respective lords.--Reg. 1330; 



No person shall be allowed to advance from tlie degree of 
entered apprentice or fellow craft, without previous strict 
and full examination, in open lodge, in all the work alld lee
tares of the degree or degrees whiell he bas taken, and 'Qillee& 
he be fotllld to be ~ptiy .inlel!med and .prolcMmt in..tbe same;· 
and no lodge shall advance a brother who is fonnd unable to 
llllllwer any considerable number of questions, or only super-. 
:ficially acquainted with the work and lectures ; or when he· 
requires frequent prompting and suggestion of ans:wers, to 
enable him to pass an examination.-:-ReS. Ark:, 1853. · 

Rejected AppUoantll for Advancement. . 

The rejection of a petition for advancement does· not, and 
should not, imply masonic censure. It does not affect the 
standing of the brother in the degrees he has already taken, 
and, according to the. most common usage, does not prevent 
him from renewing his application at each subsequent "Stated 
meeti'!lg after such rejection. We believe that, as a general 
rUle, the vote on advancement should have reference only to 
the proficiency of the eandidatc in the preceding degree, and' 
that objections on moral grounds should take the form of spe
cific charges, and a regular trial. 

I do most unequivocally repudiate the doctrine, that a 
lodge is doing right to deny advancement to an E . .A, prO
vided he shall not be impeached for any offense committed 
subsequent · to his acceptance. I can :find no principle of 
ancient masonic law or justice to support such a position.-: 
G. M. of Me., 1848. · 

How long must an applicant, rejected for the second or 
third degree, wait, before he may legally renew his application_? · 
Ans. This question, in most of the states, has been settled by· 
Grand Lodge edict. Twelve months is the period generally 
a.Dotted by local authority.-MoRRis. · 

The advancement of a candidate may be arrested at any 
stage, for sufficient cause,_:_G. M . .Ark., 1856. 

Lodgen are at liberty to entertain r€11eweq applicati&ns f~ J 



for advancement,* even after rejection, without waiting twelve 
months. The only injunction I have insisted on is, that the 
renewed application should be made after regular notice, and 
a month's delay.-HILLYEB, G. M. Mw., 1856. 
w~ canpot admi,t that the rejecaon of an application for 

advancement implies masonic censure. Nor does it deprive 
him of any privilege to which, as a mason, he was before en-
titled.-C. W. MooRE, 1848. · 

Rejecting Candidates in chapter or encampment does not 
necessarily imply moral turpitude nor criminal delinquency. 
:.:..c. W. MOORE. 

There is Jio interdiction in the general nsages or regula
tions as to. the time for re-application after . rejection or ~
vancement.--HuBBABD, Ohw, 1851. 
, A. negative on the ballot .fo.r crafting or.. raising has. the 

_tmme effect as on a petition for entering. Further promotion 
can only be had on a new petition.-HUBBARD, OhW, 1854. 
Ci>m. Juri&. do. Grand Lodge do. , 

There is no regulation of this Grand Lodge, or in the gen
·eral requirements of Masonry, forbidding the presentation of 
-. petition for advancement at every stated meeting, or the 
lodge from entertaining it.-ANDERSON, G. M.lll., 1855. Grand 
,LtxJ~e do. . 

A black ball on an application for advancement only affec(s 
up to the next stated meeting.-BILLINGs, G. M. Wi.~., 1855. ~ 
· - A brother rejected for the second or third degree, may 
renew his application at every. subsequent meeting of. the 
lodge.-SmGEBT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

We hold it to be a better rule, that the candidate for ad
vancement has a right to apply at every regular meeting, and 
that whenever any moral objection exists to his taking a 
higher degree, it is better to present these objections in the 
form of charges, and test their truth by an impartial trial. To 

• ~ected applicants for ~ or -"""lip, C&llJlot re-apply '11'11hin 
twelve months after election, In Uta above State -G. W. C 
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tbia the candidate is undoubtedly entitled, on all the princi
ples ofjuatice.-MAcuY, 1857. 

I do not believe that a candidate should be rejected on his 
application for advancement, in conRequence of objections to 
his moral worth and character.-~fAcKEY, P.M. L., 227. 

Rejecting an application for advancement is not necessa
rily a stigma upon the character of an applicant ; nor is his 
standing or rights at all aft'ected.-MACUY, P. M. L., 242. 

Rejection of application for advancement does not affect 
standing in the degrees already taken.-MoRRIS, .A. M. F. M. 
ii.l4. 

A brother's advancement may be stopped without any 
·apology, explanation, or confession of the act.-MoRRIS, Am. 
F. M., iv., 45. 

One rejected for the second degree can make a new appli· 
cation at any time thereafter, which may be referred and 
acted on as though it were an original application.-C. Moon, 
Mas. Rev., vi., 212. 

A candidate for advancement should not be rejected for a 
cause known to exist at the time of his original reception.-
C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., x., 210. 

The passing of the ballot upon the application of the can
didate to be paBSed or raised, is a test of his moral qualifica
tions; and he may be stopped at any stage of his advance
.ment; by any.member, and such member cannot be questioned 
or called to account for his opposition.-PosEY, G. M. MUs., 
1854. This is sound masonic doctrine.-C. MooRR, Mas. Rev., 
xi., 305. 



MEMBERSHIP 

JIBKBERSHIP A. DUTY. 

Iris the duty of"every brother to belong to some lodge, 
and bear his proportion of its labors and expenses; unless 
he be unable, for good cause, to do so. 

A lodge is a place whe!e masons assemble and work. 
Hence that assembly, or duly organized society of masons, is 
c:alled a lodge, and every 01·other ought to belong to one, and to 
be subject to its by.Jaws and the General Regulations.
.A.mient Clw.rges 1720, iii. 

No set or number ot" brethren shall withdraw or ileparate 
themselves from the lodge in which they were made broth
ers, or were afterward admitted members, unless the lodge 
becomes too numerous; nor even then, without a dispensa
tion from the Grand Master or his deputy. And when they 
are thus separated, they must either immediately join them
selves to such other lodge as they shall like best, with the 
unanimous consent of that other lodge to which they go, (as 
above regulated,j or else they must obtain the Grand Mas
ter's warrant to join in forming a new lodge.-0/d Regula
tion& 1720, viii. 

Every mason should belong to a regular lodge.-Const. Vt. 
It is the duty of every mason to be a contributing member 

of some lodge.-Consts. Min. and N. Y. 

It is the duty of every mason to become a member of some 
lodge, if there be one in his county or corporation, unless 
some controlling nece~sity prevent.-Res. Va., 1855. 

Affiliation is a duty of every mason.-Res. N. H., 1857. 

When a man is initiated into Masonry, he promises to con· 
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form to all the ancient established usages and customs of tlte 
fraternity. For a mason to "belong to some regular lodge," 
is an "ancient established usage and custom of the frater
nity, and every mason has promised to conform to that ancient 
usage: is it consistent with 'good moral character' to break 
that promise ?"-Masonic Review. 

A careful consideration of the .Ancient Charges and the Old 
Regulations compel me to acknowledge, that there is no ma
sonic duty more explicitly announced in the8e Q..lJthor.ities 
than that which requires every mason to belong to a lodge. 
-MACKBY. 

It is the duty of every mason to belong to some regular 
lodge.-Res. Texas, 1854 •. 

Every brother ought to belong to some lodge, and aasiat 
the brethren in their wol'k, and contribute to the funaa af the 
lodge.-Res. Ark., 1852. 

That every mason. ought to belong to some lodge, is unde
niably true.-C. W. MooRl!:. 

Every brother ought to belong to some lodge, and he SU:Q
ject to its by-laws, and the general regulations of the craft.
Const. Eng. 

It is contrary to, and inconsistent with, the ancient usages 
and precepts of our order, to remain in the n(lighborhood of 
a lodge without becoming a member thereof.-Res. Cal., 1852. 

Each mason should, as a 10011onic duty, attach himself as a 
member to some lodge within whose jurisdiction he resides; 
but there is no compulsion in the matter.-HUBBAJU), Ohio, 
1851. 

It is improper for any regular mason to reside in the vicin
ity of a lodge without being a member thereof, provided he 
is able to pay lodge dues.-Res. lnd., 1823. 

The injunction that every brother ought to belong to some 
lodge, is imperative.-Me., 1858. 

Every brother ought to be a member of some lodge.-.Jfich., 
1851. Ark., 1852. · 



There is no power in any lodge to compela brother to aftll. 
iate with it. He is not bound by hie obligation to fruternize 
in any particular organization.-SBERBURNB, G. M. Min., 1856. 

The mason who demits from hie lodge, and fails to associate 
himself with another lodge as soon as practicable, violates 
both the letter and the spirit of his obligations.-Sxrru, 
Grand Orator rf .lowa, 1849. 

No mason can live outside the membership of the lodge, 
without grossly violating hie masonic . obligations.-Yo~ 
..4m. F. M., 1855. 

Wbere. 
A master mason can join any lodge that chooses to receive 

him, no matter whether it be that nearest his place of 
residence or not. It need not even be in the same state. A 
candidate for the degrees must apply to the nearest lodge, but 
having received them, he is not restricted as to the lodge to 
which be shall apply for membership. As a general rule, a 
brother ought to belong to the lodge in whose jurisdiction he 
resides, but be is free to apply to any other, if he so chooses. 
It is sufficient if he belong to some lodge~ regardless of its 
geographical location. 

A master mason may become a member of any lodge, if the 
lodge applied to shall see proper to receive him, within this 
jurisdiction.-Res. Midi., 1848. 

Every brother petitioning for affiliation must acknowledge 
the authority of the nearest lodge.-MoRRIB, .A.m. F. M. iii., 
129. 

A master mason is not restricted in his privilege of appli
cation for membership within any geographical limits. He 
has the right of applying for membership to any lodge tbaf 
be may select.-MAcKEY, P. M. L., 250. 

We know of no law in Masonry, which would make a 
brother a member of any particular lodge. He has a right to 
select for himself, without necessary reference to distance.
L4Wl!.li:NCE, Sig. and Jour., 1856. 

11. 



A knight residing within the jnriadiction of one encamp
ment, may lawfully become a member of another.-HuBBAJU), 
G. G. Ene., 1856. 

Who are Elieible to. 
Only those who have been raised to the degree o~ master 

mason, are now eligible to membership in a subordinate or 
Grand Lodge. 

\ 

No brother shall be admitted a member of any subordinate 
lodge under this jurisdiction, until he has been raised to the 
sublime degree of master mason.-Consts. N.H. and N.J. 

None but master masons can be members of a lodge, or 
vote upon any subject.-Const. Yt. 

The lodges shall admit as members such only as are mas-
ier masons.-Con.~. Mtw. · 

Initiation makes a man a mason; but he must receive the 
master mason's degree, and sign the by-laws, before he be
comes a member of the lodge.-Const. N. Y. 

None but master masons, of good standing, against whom 
no other lodge hq.s claims, can be admitted to membership in 
any lodge.-Const. N. C. 

None but master masons are recognized as members of a 
lodge.-Const. Fla. 

No brother, unless he be a master mason, can be a member 
of a lodge.-Const. D. C. 

No one can become a member of a lodge, or be entitled to 
vote therein, until he has received the third degree in 
Masonry.-Consts. Ohio and Indiana. 

The lodges shall admit as members such only as are master 
masons.-Const. Wis. 

None but master masons, and who have signed the by-laws, 
can be members of a subordinate lodge.-Const. Min. 

Nearly every Grand Lodge in the country has decided, that 
entered apprentices and fellow crafts are not eligible for 
membership in lodges. It is, -therefore, a settled question. 
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This, however, bus not always been the practice. Under the 
present system, membership appertains only to Masters' 
l.>dges. The practice in this country we believe to be uni 
form and coiTect.-C. 'V. MooRE, 1852. 

Every lodge must receive as a member, without further 
proposition or ballot, any brother initiated therein; provide'l 
he express his wish to that effect on the day of his initiation, 
as no lodge should introduce into Masonry a person whom 
the brethren might consider unfit to be a member of their 
own lodge.-Consts. Ca., Eng., and .Ga. 

No brother, except he be a IBISter mason, can be a member 
of a lodge.-Conat. Md. 

Voted, That the Corresponding Grand Secretary write to the 
officers of--- lodge, respecting the impropriety of admit
ting a fellow craft to membership.-Mass., 1801. 

That entered apprentices were, by ancient usage, members 
of lodges, is undeniable. Now the practice is nearly, if not 
quite general, not to regard a brother as a member of 
a lodge until he has been raised, and has signed the by
laws of the lodge. We think this is wrong.-LAWRENCE, 
C. F. C. Ga., 1856. We fully concur.-ABELL, C. F. C. Cal., 
1858. 

None but master masons are entitled to membership, ma.
souic burial, or the general charity-fund of the lodge.-Huu
BABD, Ohio, 1851. 

The masonic law in this state is, that no one can be a mem
ber of a lodge unless he be a master mason.-C. F. C. of R. I., 
1858. 

Entered apprentices and fellow crafts are not members of 
lodges, and caunot be until they are raised to the Master's 
degree.-P All'VIN, C. F. C • .hUla, 1849. 

At present an entered apprentice is not considered a mem
ber of the lodge, which privilege is only extended to master 
masons. This was not formerly the case.-MACKEY. P. M. L., 
239. 
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How Admitted to. 
The oldest written rule upon the subject fa contained in the 

General Regulations of 1720, and required a unanimous vote 
to admit to membership in a lodge. This is yet the univer
sal rule in the admission of those who received the degrees 
in some other lodge; but we believe that the majority of 
American lodges receive to membership those whom they 
themselves initiate, without the formality of a vote. The con
sent to confer the degrees includes .consent to become a 
member, and the brother affiliating is simply required to sign 
the by-laws of the lodge, to ebmplete his membership. This 
is, in substance, the English rule, and tlle ·One that seems to 
us most consis~t and ma.soni.cally just. I£ the regulations 
of the Grand Lodge, and the by-laws of the subordinate lodge, 
are silent upon the point, an unanimous vote is necessary, in 
all cases, to admit to membership. In the latter case, the bal
lot must be taken in the same manner as for initiation; and 
if the brother received his degrees in any other lodge;· he 
must apply by written petition, which should take the, same 
course as a petition for initiation. Such· petition should be 
accompanied by a certificate of demit from the lodge of which 
the brother was last a member, or a certificate snowfug th~t 
he has regularly received the degrees, as the case _may be. ·. 

No man can be entered a brother iii any particular lodge, 
or admitted to be a member thereof, without" the unanimous 
consent of all the members of that lodge then present when 
the candidate is proposed, and their consent iaform.alJy a.aked 
by the Master.-Gen. &g.l720, .Art. :vi. 

The admission of members is a matter of local regulation. 
A lodge may require an unanimous .vote, (where no constitu
tional provision exists,) or only a majority; or, in respect to 
its own initiates, no vote at all; but simply that the brother 
sign the by-laws.-C. W. MooRE, 1850. 

Every lodge must receive as a member without further 
proposition or ballot, any brother initiated therein, provided 
such brother express his wish to that effect on the day ofhiJ 



iDitiation, as no lodge should intzoduce into Masonry a per
ion whom the brethren might consider unfit to be a member 
of their own lodge.-Comt& Ca., Eng., and Ga. 

.A. brother about to be passed or raised must, if not already 
a member of the lodge, be, previous to the ceremonial, affili
ated as a member in the degree preceding that to be confer
red.-Cmut. Srot. 

Receiving the degrees does not constitute the person a 
member of the lodge, ipso fado. Signing the by-laws ia 
necessary.-HUBIWlD, Ohio; 1861. 

The conferring of the degrees upon a man does not, under 
the ordinary laws of Masonry, confer upon him a membership 
with any particnlar lodge.-BHBRBUBD, G. M. Min., 1856 • 

.A. member having demitted from a lodge, even for the 
shortest space of time, cannot be aflilia:ed again, save by pee 
tition and ballot.-SWIGERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

This Grand Lodge requires of all its subordinates a sep
arate and unanimous ballot for membership of brethren not 
made in the lodge.-&~. R. 1., 1858 . 

. The conferring of the first degrees in masonry upon a man 
does n~t, under the. ordinary laws of Masonry, confer upon 
him a membership with. any particular lodge. It is optional 
with him, after he has received his degrees, to become a 
member ·or a lodge or otherwise; and it is also optional with 
the lodge to receive him or not. He is not bound by his ob
ligation to fraternize in any particular organization, and no 
masonic lodge is bound to admit him into their fold.-G. M. 
of Mi11., 1856. 

Every brother, when he receives the degree of master 
mason, shall have his name enrolled among the members of 
the lodge which confers the degree, as a member thereof.
Const. Md. 

Initiation makes a man a mason; but he must receive the 
master mason's degree, and sign the by-laws, before be be
comea a membe: of the lodge.-Const. N. Y. 
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Has a lodge a right to initiate, pass, and raise a man, and 
then deny him the privilege of membership? Ans. It has not. 
It is horrid injustice. It should not be allowed.-MoRRIS. 

The vote for membership shall be by secret ballot, and one 
negative shall rejoct.-Standard By-laws Ky., 1854. 

Does conferring the degrees make the member? A.ns. Ac 
cording to the general American practice, it does. Some 
lodges, however, only recognize membership by signature to 
the by-laws. The foreign practice, is we believe, to require 
a special vote, even after the candidate has taken his degrees, 
before his membership is secured.-MoRRIS. 

In 1855, the Grand Lodge of CoNNECTICUT adopted a resolu
tion declaring, that no mason shall be admitted to membership 
without an unanimous vote of the lodge, which vote shall be 
taken in the same manner as in balloting for a candidate for 
initiation. 

W c join with our MISSOURI brethren in heartily condemning 
the practice of initiating candidates who are not acceptable 
to the lodge as members.-PEruuNs, C. F. C. La., 1856. 

The whole spirit and tenor of the General Regulations, as 
well as the uniform usage of the craft, sustain the doctrine, 
that when a mason is initiated in a lodge, he bas the right, by 
signing the by-laws, to become a member without the ne
cessity of submitting to another ballot.-M..a.CKEY, P. M. L., 
248. 

It may be considered as settled law, so far as the General 
Regulations can settle a law of Masonry, that a master mason 
can only be admitted a member of a lodge when applying by 
petition, after a month's probation, after due iriquiry into his 
character, and after an unanimous ballot in his favor.
MACKEY, P. M. L., 254. 

A brother, formerly belonging in another jurisdiction, ap· 
plied for membership, but produced no certificate from the 
lodge of which he was a member. Objection was made. 
'fhe Master decided that the production of a demit was 1m
necessary. A committee in Grand Lodge say: " Thou~h a 



certificate would be often the most satisfuctory evidence, and 
every brother on demitting should procure .. one, yet it baa 
not been, and should not be, an inflexible rnle. It is competent 
for the lodges to receive and decide on other masonic testa 
and evidences."-Texas, 1856. 

There is but one way of receiving a candidate, whether for 
initiation or membership, and that is by secret ballot.-J. W. 
s. MITCHELL, 1855. 

One who has not signed the by-laws, cannot be considered 
a member.-LAWRENCE, Sig. and Jour., 1856. 

Rejected Applicants for. 

The rejection of a petition for membership does not affect 
the standing of the brother so rejected. He may immediately 
apply to any other lodge, if he pleases. His general rightS 
and privileges are in no wise disturbed, even with respect to 
the lodge which rejected his petition. When an application 
for membership is rejected, all moneys and papers accompa;. 
nying the petition, should be returned to the applicant. They 
are his own private property, and cannot be lawfully retained 
from him. 

The demit of a rejected applicant for membership should 
be returned to him, if such accompanied his petition. It is 
his own property.-Moxrus, Am. F. M, iii., 49. HARTSOCK, 

G. M lotiXI, 1858. 

Rejection of an application for membership does not affect 
the standing of the applicant.-MoRRis, Am. F. M., ij., 14. 

A mason, having been rejected on his application for affili
ation, is not thereby debarred from subsequently making a 
similar application to any other lodge.-MACKEY, P. M. L., 
283. 

The mere refusal to re-admit a mason to membership does 
not inhibit him the rights and privileges to which he is enti
tled as a mason.-Re.~. Ala., 1848. 

The C. F. C. of D. C., 1850, concur in the above resolution. 

The rejection of au application for affiliation does not affect 



the good standing of the applicant, or deprive him of any of 
llia masonic rights or privileges.-:-Res· La. • .1.854. 

The rejection of a petition for membership does not, in any 
manner, affect the standing of a brother as a mason.-C. W~ 
MooRE, 1849. ,, 

The rejection of an application for membership irivolves no 
censure of the applicant.-RICE, D. G. M • .Ga., 1B65 

The rejection of an applicant for membership does r.ot 
affect his good standing.-SWIGJIRT, G. M. .Ky., 1858,, 

Double Jlembel'ship. 
Formerly, a brother could. be a xnember of as many lodges 

,a chose. to receive him; but present custom is opposed to the 
practice of holding membership in moJ:e than one lodge. .It 
may be considered as well settled, that a brother cannot be a 
xnember of more than one lodge at the same time. · 
· A brother may, however, be an /wrlotary member of ae 
many different lodges as choose ao to a()cept him. 

No brother shaU be a member of more than one lodge, nor 
shall he hold more than one office in the same lodge, at the 
same time.-Consts. Me. and Mass. 

We hold that no mason can be a member of more than one 
lodge, at the same time.-HASWELL, Vt., 185i. 

Ordered, That every brother do conform to the law made 
at the Quarterly Communication, held February 19th, 1723: 
"That no brother belong to more than one lodge within ihe 
bills of mortality."-G. L. Eng., 1741. · 

No brother shall be a member of more than one subordi
nate lodge, at the same time.-Consts. N. H. avd Ca. 

A brother cannot be a member of more than one lodge, at 
\ the same time.-Const. Vt. DittoN. J. ANDERSON, G. M. of 
1 Ill., 1855. Grand Lodge do. 

No mason shall be a member of more than one lodge under 
the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, at the same time.-Const. 
R.I .. 

·NG mason can be in full membership in more than one 
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lodge at the same time; but this does not e~nd to honoral'1 
membership.-Comt. N. Y. 

No mo.son can be. a. member of more than one lodge at the 
same time.-C011St& MUh. and N. C. 

No brother sha.ll be a member of two lodges, at the same 
time, within three miles of each other, without a dispensation 
from the Grand Master, or the presiding Grand oflicer.
Const. S. C, 

No brother shall be a member·of more than one lodge, nor 
sha.ll he hold more than one office in the same lodge, or in 
Grand Lodge, at the same time,......;CoM, Wil. 

Any brother may be a member of as many lOdges as may 
cbooae to admit.him,-.Ya. Tq Book.. 

No lodge shall ·admit tO membenhip any brother whO is 
already a member of a lodge Under the jurisdiction of thia 
Grand Lodge.-Comt. Md. 

· We hold that no mason can be a member of more than one 
lodge; at the same time.-HASWBLL, C. F. C. Yt., 1851. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Grand Lodge, that 
any member of· ·a subordinate lodge under ano,her juriadio
tion may become, by affiliation; a member of a subordinate 
lodge under this jurisdiction, provided he be in good stand
ing in his original lodge, and pays his dues regularly to both. 
-Cal.1853. 

Our reading has taught us that there is no impropriety in 
a mason's holding membership in two lodges at the same 
time, and such we beUeve to be the current opinion in the 
Tinited States, where the subject has been investigated.
Kmo, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1854. 

The "11'iews of your committee are in accordance upon this 
point with those of N-.w YoRK and MARYLAND, and are fully 
sustained by Brother JoHN DoVE, in his Masonic Text Book: 
any brother may be a member of as many lodges as choose to 
admit him.-Dououss, C. F. C. Fla., 1855. 

It is the opinion of thia Grand Lodge, that a master maaon 
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can be n member of two lodges at one and the same tim<!.---' 
Res. Texas. 

I know of no special regulation of this Grand Lodge, nor 
any law of Masonry acknowledged by us as binding, which 
forbids membership in two lodges at the same time. * * * 
I see but little good, and much harm, as the probable result 
of double membership.-PERKINs, G. M. La., 1856. 

No brother shall be a member of more than one lodge at 
the same time.-Con.t. N. Y., 1822. Crmst. Mo., 1846. Crmst. 
Ma88., 1792. 

No brother shall belong to more than one lodge within the 
bills of mortality.*-Comt. 1723. 

The regulations and the usage are both against the practice 
of holding membership in more than one lodge at the same 
time. We regard the prohibition as wise and conservative. 
-0. W. MooRE, 1846. 

It is a welHiettled rule, that a mason cannot be a member 
of two lodges at one and the same time.-0. MooRE, and Ohio, 
1848. 

Where several signers of a petition for a dispensation did 
not withdraw their membership from their old lodge, (not a 
recommending lodge,) and continued in the new lodge fOr 
years after it was chartered, held, that they were liable for 
dues in botli lodges.-HILLYER, G. M. ftfiss., 1855. 

It is an old rule of the order, that no one can be a member 
of two chartered lodges at the same time. They may be 
connected with a lodge working under dispensation, and 
hold their membership in the chartered lodge.-HuBBARD, 
Ohio, 1853. 

We have never been able to find any ancient la'l'lt or reg
ulation to the contrary.-SroRER, C. F. C. Conn., 1855. 

"\V e are clearly of opinion that no mason should be a mem
ber of two lodges at the same time.-Com. Work, La., 1856. 

• I. e., within the city orLondon.-G. w. c. 
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It is very certain that no one can be a member of two lodge11. 
-Cam. Unfin. Bus., do. . 

No mason can be a member of more than one lodge at the 
same time.-Mich. 1855. 

Before reading anything upon the subject, we very natu
rally supposed a brother could not belong to more than one 
lodge at the same time; but, after reading a good deal, we 
have waded among conflicting opiai0ll8 into a. state of doubt. 
-C. F. C. Min., 1857. 

It is highly improper, if not unmasonic, for a brother to 
unite himself with two lodges at the same time.-Iowo, 1845. 

It is certain that a brother cannot be a member of two 
lodges at the same time.-Iowo, 1848. 

No brother can be a member of two chartered lodges at the 
same time.-SwioBBT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

Where no local law exists in a particular jurisdiction, I 
lmow of no principle of masonic jurisprudence which forbids 
a mason to affiliate himself with more . than one lodge.
M.&.CXEY, U. M. L., xvii., 284. 

The general usage in this country is, that a mason cannot 
be a voting member in more than one lodge at the same time. 
MoRBIB, .Am. F. M., iv., 11. 

A mason can hold a membership in but one lodge at a time, 
unleBB it be a mere honorary membership.-C. MooRE, Mas. 
Rev. v., 247. 

Active membership cannot be held in more than one lodge 
at the same time.-HEARn, Mass., 1856. 

Honorary Kemberehip. 

There are two classes of honorary members. The first in
cludes those cases where brethren residing in foreign places 
are, in compliment to their distinguished character or abil
ities, made honorary members; and the second class includes 
those who are made honorary members of.the lodge to which 
they are already affiliated. 



The first is entirely complimentary, and confers no other 
privileges than those of visiting the lodge at pleasure; of 
occupying a aeat in the east; and of participating with the 
members in their social enjoyments, and in their private lodge 
meetings, on more equal terms than an ordinary visitor. 

In the aecond case, the favor is 111ually bestowed upon 
aged and faithful brethren, as a reward for loag and faithful 
services. In this case it exempts them from the payment of 
all dues or aaaeaaments, and from all obligati(m to lPlite in the 
labors of the lodge, but deprives them of no privilege .which 
they before enjoyed as a member. . They are atill eligible for 
office, and may serve on committees, and vote on all questions 
as heretofore. In either case, honorary members are exempt 
from the payment of dues or assesliments. 

Although the practice of having honorary members· is co~ 
tinned by some Grand Lodges, as Nitw' You and MAB8Amn;:.. 
sBTTS, it is strongly objected to, and W'e iliink juatly, by 
others, as an innovation and a practice iacompatible wit;Jl 
M.aaonry.-C. F. C. of R. I., 1850~ . 

Ruolwd, That in the opinion of the Grand Stewards' Lodge, 
honorary members, in subordinate lodges, should be proposed 
and balloted for h the same manner as constitutional mem
bers, and cannot be elected by allow of .bands. or majority 
vote.-N. Y., 1854. 

To become ~ honorary member of a Iodg~, requires a pr~ 
vioua application of one month, and a ballot.. Ron~ 
members are not entitled to vote or to hold office. The same 
person may be an honor.ary member of se~~ral lodges.-
LEwis, G. M. of N. Y., 1858. . ' ", 

Brethren of eminence and· ability, who have rendered ser
vice to the Cl"aft, may, by a vote of the Grand Lodge; duly 
confirmed, be constituted members of the Grand Lodge, with 
such rank and distinction as may be thought proper.-eoo.t. 
Eng. 

An honorary member has no vote in the lodge on any suJi. 
ject.-MoRBIB, .Am. F. M., ii., 77. 



An IMmorar,. ·member i:lalinot be chosen into· otll.ee, speak;· 
vote, or otherwise concern himself with the busineea of tlae 
lodge.--CALCOTT'S .Disq.,- (1769,) 212. 

I do not bel~eve it sb:ictly proper to make any one an hon
orary Iriember.-J. W. S. MITCHELL, 1855. 

Honorary membership, carrying with it no right to vote on 
the financial or other business concerns of a lodge-it being 
of a complimentary character merely-can be conferred on a 
brother by any number of lodges.-HEARD, Mass., 1856. 

Withdrawai, 01' Demitting from. 

Membership being a duty of every brother, it follows that it 
should not be dissolved, or withdrawn, without good and 
sufficient reasons. The old rule was, that a brother could not 
withdraw from his lodge, except for the purpose of joining 
another, or to assist in the formation of a new one. U is to 
be regretted that any other exception has ever been allowed. 
It seems now to be the general usage, that any brother in 
good standing, and whose dues are paid, has a 1·ight to with
draw his membership at any time, even without giving his 
reasons therefor. We are not prepared to admit the justice 
of such rule, and believe that a member should be required to 
give his reasons, in writing, for such request, and that his 
membership should not cease without consent of the party 
whose consent was necessary for its commencement, i. e., .the 
lodge. Such is the rule in our own lodge, and is the only 
one that. seems to us to be consistent. A brother under 
charges cannot withdraw his membership during the pen
dency of such charges: nor can he do so if he is in arrears 
for duea. 

A membership once commenced, does not terminate, exce.Pt 
by death, expulsion, demit, (withdrawal,) or forfeiture. The 
latter is regUlated by the by-laws, and. is the penalty usually 
inflicted for non-payment of dues. Absence, for any length 

· of time, or removal from the jurisdiction, do not, of them-· 
eelvea, work a furfeiture of membership ; th1>ugh it ia perhaps 
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within the power of a lodge to declare otherwise by a reg
ular by-law. 

The vote of the lodge demits, though no certificate ofsuch 
vote be iSBued. A demit having been voted, neither the 
Master or Secretary can refuse to deliver the brother a cer
tificate of the same, if he requests it. A vote to demit cannot 
consistently be reconsidered. A majority vote is sufficient 
·to grant a demit. 

No set or number of brethren shall withdraw or separate 
themselves from the lodge in which they were made, or 
were afterward admitted members, unles~t the lodge becomes 
too numerous; nor even then without a dispensation from the 
Grand Master or Deputy; and when thus separated, they 
must either immediately join themselves to such other lodges 
as they shall like best, or else obtain the Grand Master's war
rant to join in forming a new lodge, to be regularly consti
tuted in due time.-Old Reg. 1723, Art. 6. 

Resolved, That in all applications for dernits, the lodges 
within our jurisdiction be governed by the ancient usages 
and charges of our institution, and suffer no member to with
draw, unless to form a new lodge or to join another.-Me., 
1858. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is contrary to, and 
inconsistent with, the ancient usages and precepts of our 
ord~r, to withdraw from a. subordinate lodge, without some 
good cause.-Res. lll., 1850 .. 

This Grand Lodge does not recognize the right of a mason 
to demit or separate himself from the lodge in which he was 
made, or may afterward be admitted, except for the purpose 
of joining another lodge, or when he may be about to remove 
without the jurisdiction of the lodge of which he is a mem
ber.-Res. Tt.ras, 1853. 

No mason ought to demit from a lodge unleBB it be to affil
iate with another lodge, to assist in the formation of a new 
lodge, or remove into another jurisdiction.-.Ru. La., 185-

It is not in accordance with the Ancient Regulatio:ns, or 

1 
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the spirit of Masonry, that a brother should withdraw hie 
membership from the lodge to which he is attached, except. 
for the purpose of joining some other lodge, or for the rea
son that he is about to remove from the jurisdiction of the 
lodge.-Fla., 1856. 

No lodge under this jurisdiction shall grant a demit to any 
of its members, except for the purpose of becoming a mem
ber of some other lodge ; and no brother shall be considered 
as having withdrawn from one lodge, until he has actua.lly 
become a member of another.-.Ra. Conn., 1853. 

Hereafter no demit shall be granted by any lodge within 
this masonic jurisdiction, unless upon the personal application 
of the member, when in the jurisdiction; or upon his written 
one, when absent therefrom; and in no case, when there 
exists an untried imputation upon the character of the appli
cant for a violation of the criminal laws of the land.-Res. 
D. C., 1856. 

It is evident, from all the information which we could 
reach, that the withdrawal from a lodge is unmasonic, and was 
never known in the ancient vocabulary of the order.-Ma.coN, 
C. F. C. of N. C., 1855. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is incollSistent with 
the ancient usages and precepts of our order, to withdraw 
from a lodge without good cause.-Res. Cal., 1852. 

It is contrary to, and inconsistent with, the ancient usages 
and precepts of the order, to withdraw from a subordinate 
lodge without som~ good cause:-Reg. Ill., 1842. 

Tht< doctrine that a member can adhere as long as he 
pleases, and then demit, ,nd hold on to the rights and priv
ileges, and be excused from the duties, is an innovation as 
inconsistent with ancient charges, or landmarks, as it is with 
right and justice. The ancient rule unquestionably is, that 
members should not demit except when leaving the jurisdic
tion, or when the lodge becomes too numerous, for the pur
pose of joining another.-BIERCE, C. F. C. Ohio, 1856. 

No brqther shall demit from any lodge under this jurisdic-
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tiOD, u.eept it; be for the purpoae of traveling out of .the ju
riadiction of eaid lodge, or of joining another lodgQ.---,~: 
AlA, 1855. Or to assist in. the formation of a ·new lo4;\ge.
A, 1858. 

No member can withdraw from his lodge ·lmtil his dues 
are paid or temitted; and theJJ onlyin C$8e of4is removal to 
another juri,sdiction,. or for the purpose of joining another 
lodge.-C. F. C. of D. C., 18~. 
· The Grand Lodge oflowA (1855) oondemneda subordinate 

lodge for graat.ing clemit8 without showing upon the record 
that it was for the purpose of joining sOO).e other lodge. 

We are greatly to blame in not having held to the doctrine, 
and taught all initiates tha.t they .had no rigllt of withdrawal. 
-JoHN DoVE, Ma&. Ret~., xiv., 119. 

Not proper to withdraw from a lodge without · SlJffi.cien't 
cause, though the right is im inherent one.-Mich., 185i. 

A. brother in good standing, and not indebted to the lodge, 
is entitled to a demit.-Miss., 1853. - · 

Nor shall any member be permitted to withdraw from his 
lodge 11ntil all his dues to the same are paid or remitted.-' 
Mich., 1855. 

A. lodge has no power to inquire into the objects and mo
tives of a brother demitting.-Wis., 1853. 

Any brother may demit from his lodge, if in good standing; 
on tender of his dues, and no acti&n ori the part of the lodge 
is required to perfect his demission.-Wis., 1854. 

Every mason, whether E. A., F. C., or .M:. M., has a right to 
withdraw from a subordinate lodge at any time he may see 
proper, provided hia dues to said lodge are paid; and there 
are no charges preferred against him. before the lodge.~ 
Tenn., 18M. 

We hold, a member of a lodge has a right to demit when 
he pleases, having paid all dues, if there are no charges pre
ferred against him; ·arid that he baa a right to apply again fol' 
admittance, but cannot be ·admitted to membership without a 
ballot.-BBOWK, Com. Fla., 1854. 



There is no power in a lodge tl} prevent a brother dieaolv
ing his connection with it, when he chooses to do so; and· 
there can be no doubt that when a brother demands a die
charge from his membership, the strongest reasons exist in 
favor of granting it.-S&BRBURNK, G. M. Min., 1856. 

We do not believe a Grand Lodge has the power to com
pel a brother to unite with any lodge; and when he has united, 
it has no power to prevent him from demitting, if he be in 
good standing.-PARVIN, C. F. C. Iowa, 1848. 

The right to withdraw is inalienable and indefeasible.-
SxiTH, G. M. Ark., 1856. , 

The doctrine and practice in GEORGIA is, that any member 
in goo~ stariding, who has paid up his dues, is entitled to a 
demit.-ED. Sig. and Jour., 1855. 

In 1854, RocKwELL, D. G. M. of GEoRGIA, decided that any 
member in good standing, who has paid up his dues, is enti
tled to a demit. MACKEY (Sot'TH CAROI.INA, 1855) considers 
this to be in strict accordance wi~ the uniform usage of his 
Grand Lodge. 

Any member in goo4 standing, and· not under charges, may 
be permitted to demit, upon giving written notice to the 
lodge of his intention, if his arrears are paid up in full.
Sttmdard B'!f'l,aw 8. C., 185.6. 

If a brother chooses to withdraw.from his lodge, he ought 
to be free to do so.-Res. Ark., 1852. 

The Grand Lodges of WII!OONSIN and MIBBISBJPPI, (18M,) 
allow a demit as a matter of right to a brother in good stand
ing, who has paid his dues. The C. F. C. of INDI.lNA (1895) 
think it should require a majority or unanimous vote. 

Every brother in good standing at tlie time, and for good 
reasons, has the right to withdraw from the lodge.-C. F. C. 
Texas, 1848. 

Your committee are inclined to subscribe to tlie opinion, 
that every member has the right to demit without giving any 
reason; and, when requested, it is the duty of the lodge to 
grant the request.-C. F. C. of N. H., 1858. 

12 
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There is no law requiring a brother to file hie reasons with 
his petition for a demit; ~d it is not given to the lodge to 
judge of the validity of his reasons. No one is compelled to 
work in a particular lodge.-MELLEN, C. F. C. ~!iss., 1856. 

Every member is entitled to retire from his lodge on 
making regular application.-Const. lre. 

In all cases where the dues are paid, and the member's 
standing is fair, it iB customary and justifiable for the lodge 
to grant the applicant a fair dismissal.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1851. 

I cannot deny to any man the right of withdrawing when
soever he pleases, from a voluntary association. The laws 
of the land would not sustain us in the enforcement of such 
a regulation, and our own self-respect should prevent us from 
attempting it.-MACKEY. 

The taking a demit does not sever the membership of the 
brother receiving it, unless he remove from the jurisdiction 
of the lodge; but such de!Wt is in the nature of a. letter, com
mendatory of the brother to whom it is issued, for his admis
sion to another lodge ; nor does it disqualify him from hold
ing office in the lodge granting it.-Com. Mas. Juris., Ohio, 
1857. 

An entered apprentice or fellow craft has the same priv
ilege to demit from the lodge as a master mason.-MoRRis, 
Am. F. M., ii., 51. 

A demit is like a permit granted by many of the European 
states to their subjects to leave the country. After the per
mit is granted, if they continue to reside in the country of 
their birth, their allegiance continues. The permit does not 
denationalize them while they remain in its jurisdiction, but 
takes effect on:ly on their leaving that jurisdiction, and be
coming citizens of another.-BIERCE, Ohio, 1854. It cannot, 
sirictly speaking, be given to a fellow craft.-lb. 

A demit iB only a document to enable its possessor to ]>e

tition another lodge for membership, and prove that he owes 
nothing and iB not under charges.-MoRRIS, Am F. M. v., 92. 
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If the lodge order a demit, that order is the demit; no 
matter whether it be taken out or not.-MoBBis, .Am. F. M., 
iii., 65. 

The privilege of taking out a demit when moving into 
another jurisdiction, is inherent in masons of every degree.~ 
MoBBis, .Am. F. M., iii., 169. 

A demit requires the 1\dion of the lodge itself. No officer 
or officers can grant it.-.MoBBJB, .Am. F. M., iv., 28. 

The mere written form of the demit is not the action of the 
lodge, but the memorandVIft of that action. A failure to fur
nish it does not render void their action in granting it, neither 
does the failing of the demitted to accept this evidence of his 
demission, keep him in the lodge. He is demitted as soon 
as he asks for a demit, and the lodge grants it. For failure 
to furnish him his evidence, he has redress through the Grand 
Lodge or Grand Master; a refusal to take his evidence is hi a 
own loss.-Com. Juris. Iowa, 1856. 

Where a brother wished to "withdraw entirely from Ma
sonry," the Grand Master of ALABA.lU (WooD, 1857) decided, 
that a demit was the only means of withdrawal known to our 
institution. McCoRKLE, (C. F. C. KENTUCKY, 1857,) AnAxs, 
(C. F. C. LomsuNA., 1858,) and PREsCOTr, (C. F. C. MINNESOTA, 
1858,) held that the views of the Grand Master were correct. 
The decision was a wise one~-ENoLIBH, C. F. C • .Ark., 1857. 

A lodge has no right to retain from a brother a demit ob
tained from the lodge to which he was last affiliated, on any 
pretense whatever.-LAWRENCE, Big. and lO'Ur., 1858. The 

.Master has no right to withhold a demit from a member, who 
has paid his dues, and is square on the Secretary's book.-lb. 

A vote taken to demit a brother is final, and he is, to all in
tents and purposes, lawfully deniitted.-14R'rsocK, G. M. Iowa, 
1859. 

The Grand Lodge has no power to grant a brother a demit 
from hislodge.-Mo., 1857. 

The action of the lodge constitutes ihe deinit, and the cer-
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tificate of the Secretary only furnishes the evidence of ihat 
action • ..,-Ind., 1866. · · 

.An entered apprentice cannot demit. Only a master mason 
oan ·demit.-ill., 1856. 

Masonry does not asaume the authority ~ hold its mem
bers or votaries in affiliation, when such aftlliation interferes 
with their duties to their God, or with the peaee of their fam
ilies; and such interference is good eall86 for a mason to· 
withdraw from a lodge by demit.-Res.Ill.,1857. 

I .A member of a demised lodge may be admitted .to member
bership in a working lodge while the·lodge to which he be

l longed remains dormant, provided he has. complied with the 
l regulation of the Grand Lodge, in such case made and pro-

vided. But he cannot be received in membership with 
, another working lodge, after the resuscitation ofthe dormant 

lodge, unless he obtains a regular demit from sa.id lodge:
Res. N. J., 1857. 

A demit is simply a dismissal' from membership. It is no 
further a certificate of masonic character, than that there are 
no charges against him, and none ready to be preferred, and 
that he is clear of the books.-Miss.,l858 . 

.A masonic demit dates from the lodge record· when the 
same was granted, and, consequently, membership ceases witli 
said date.-Reg. lU. SANDFORD, G. M. Iowa, 1857. 

By the usages of Masonry, an entered apprentice is not ~n
titled to a demit. He may, however, receive a certificate that 
he was initiated in a particular lodge, and that his character 
is good.-H.u.L, G. M. Texas, 1858. 

If a member asks for a demit, which is voted him, but of 
which he does not avail himself, he is still a member.-HtrB-
IWW, Ohio, 1852. ~ 

A lodge may revoke a demit, even if the brother to whom 
it is granted lms removed out of the jurisdiction of the lodge. 
-lb., 1853. 

After once joiriing a:lodge, a mason is alwaye to be consid-



ered a memb&r until:b.e recei:vee a demit, or until death ; •· 
cept in case of his being one of the petitioners for a new lodge, 
which will release him from hia m~mbership.-MoiW.B. 

A lodge has no right to demit a member while accused of 
a htlinous offense. A demit oertifies that the person hae paid 
aJ! dues, and withdraws in good standmg.-MoRRJB. 

.A brother caimot· demit wirile' uuder ehargea.--J. w. B. 
Ml'fCJIELL, 1851. 

No member is entitled to a demit, unleBB at the time of de
manding it he be in good standing, and free from all charges, 
either for crime or for dues.-M.u:u:Y, U. M. L., xvii., 287. 

BemovaJ. does not Forfeit. 

Removal from the jurisdiction, does not, of itself, forfeit or 
BUBpend a brother's membership in his lodge. Neither doea 
absence for any period, of itself, work such forfeiture or sus
pension ; unless the by-laws require the actual presence of 
each member within certain stated intervals; in which case 
the local regulation governs, in place of general usage. 

Twenty years absence would not forfeit membership, with
out some regulation to the contrary.-C. W. Moon. Regula
tion making continuous absence for a specified time operate 
as forfeiture of membership, without notice, is good.-.lb.' 

The removal of a brother into another jurisdiction does 
not, of itself, authorize his name to be stricken from the roll 
of the lodge of which he is a member.-Consts. Mass. and Me. 

Mere removal, or change of residence, does not forfeit or 
destroy the membership of a brother; but it ceases only by 
demitting, expulsion, or death.-C. F. C. of R. 1., 1850. 

The removal of a Warden without this jurisdiction, does 
not affect his right to representation in the Grand Lodge, so 
long as he remains a member of the Grand Lodge, by virtue 
of being a Warden of a subordinate lodge under this jurisdio
tion.-.Res. Cal., 1852. 

A mere removal, or change of residence, does not forfeit or 



suspend the membership of a brother.-PABVIN, C. F. C. 
l01Da, 1849. 

The allegiance of a member to his lodge is indefeasible. A 
removal from the geographical jurisdiction will not release 
the member from the personal jurisdiction of his lodge.
MACKBY, u. M. L., xvii., 336. 

A. removal out of the jurisdiction does not disqualify a duly 
elected and installed officer from service.- MoRRIS, A.m. F. M., 
iv., 3. 



THE BALLOT. 
'1'IIB RIGHT OF BALLOT. 

To BALLOT upon the application of every_candidate for the 
degrees or for membership, is the sacred and inviolable right 
of every membtw of a lodge " then present when the candidate 
is proposed, and their consent is formally asked by the Mas
ter."-Gen. Reg. 1720, vi. 

The right of a brother to vote is inviolate.-Miss., 1853. 

It is the mason's great prerogative. It is a right which 
every member enjoys, and which be is bound to exercise 
faithfully, impartially, and conscientiously. With him alone 
reRts the responsibility of its nse.-RANDALL, G. M. Mass., 
1853. 

The brother who deposited the negative ballot, did so in 
the exercise of a lawful and ·constitutional right. He was in 
the discharge of the most important and responsible duty 
that could devolve upon him as a member of the lodge.-
0. W. MooRE, F. M., xi., 226. 

The only safe rule is, to respect the right of private ballot. 
Let that right be sacred, and leave the proper exercise of it 
to the conscience of every brother. It may occasionally be 
abnsed; but as a rule, it is sound conservative, and masonic. 
-lb., 227. 

A mason has the inherent right to deposit his negative on 
the application of a person for initiation in liis lodge, o.s well 
o.s on an application for membership. Of this right no ma
sonic power can deprive him.-0. MooRE, Mas. Rev., iii., 202. 

This ballot (for candidates) is the sacred right of individual 
mi\Sons. No Grand body should even meddle with it, and it 
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is doubtful whether they have the right to do so.-B. B 
FRBNCH, .A. Q. R. F., i., 320. 

In balloting for candidates for initiating, passing, or raising 
every master mason who is a member of a lodge under the 
jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, llhall be entitled to a vote. 
* * *.-Const. Texa~. 

It is a right which every member enjoys.-RANDALL, G. M. 
Ma&~., 1854. 

This is an iBherent privilege, not su\6eot .to d;.pellllation, 
or interference of Grand Lodge.-MACKEY. 

The right to ballot is one of the highest and most responsi
ble privileges ofmembership.-0. W. Moou. 

None but members of the lodge have a right to ballot.-
Wis., 1855. -

Every member of the lodge present at balloting for a can
didate, has a right to deposit his vote.-MACDT, P. 1l. L., 
196. 

Duty to Ballot 

It is not only the right, but the duty of every member of a 
lodge to ballot on each application for initiation, or for mem
bership, if present when such ballot is taken. 

Every member present shall ballot on the application, un
leBB excused by.the lodge.-Consts. Mass. and Wis. 

,.All the members present shall be required to voie.-Const. 
La. . 

In balloting for a candidate for initiation, every member is 
expected to vote. No one can be excused from sharing the 
responsibility of admission or rejection, except by the unani
mous consent of the lodge. Where a member has himself no 
personal or acquired knowledge of the qualifications of the 
candidate, he is bound to give implicit faith to the recom
mendation of his brethren of the reporting committee, who, 
he has no right to suppose, would make a favorable report on 
the petition of an unworthy applicant.-MAcuv; Lexiwn. 52. 
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One of these duties is the balloting for candidates for ini
tiation.-C. W. Moon, 1844. 

As a general rule, a member is not, and ought not to be, 
dowed to throw upon others the responsibility of admitting 
or rejecting a candidate.-.lb., 1848. 

A proper, impartial, and unprejudiced exercise of the right 
to ballot, is one of the most sacred duties with which a mem
ber can be intruated.-C. W. Moou. 

A lodge cannot excuse any member from voting on a peti
tion, because the unanimous consent of all ia required to enti-
11-e the candidate to admission.-J. W. 8. MlTCHELL, 1855. 

Who Can B&llot. 

Only those who are members of the particular lodge to 
which the candidate makes application, and who are then 
present when the ballot is taken, have the privilege of ballot
ing upon such application. 

ENTERED APPRENTICES AND FELLOw CJUFTs.-The present, 
and nearly universal usage, is, that entered apprentices and 
fellow crafts cannot ballot upon an application for initiation. 
It is, however, a modern usage, and its expediency and jus
tice may well be doubted. By the ancient law and usage, an 
entered apprentice* was not only allowed to recommend an 
applicant for initiation, but allowed to ballot, even for Grand 
Master.-See Gen. Reg. 1720. 

No mason under the degree of Master is entitled to a vote 
in a subordinate lodge.--&<. Ohio, 1823. 

Entered apprentices and fellow crafts are not members of 
lodges, nor are they entitled to the franchises of members.-

• W athington Cmwention, 1842. 
Entered apprentices and fellow crafts have, rightfully, no 

voice in receiving or rejecting material or workmen. Lodges 
l\l'e under the charge of master masons only. C. F. C. La., 
1854. 

• l!ee "Cbarge u illlUII&IoD." 

12* 
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Admit and carry out the principle, (allow E. A. :mel F. C. to 
ballot,) and it will overturn our fabric, and bury our ancient 
principles beneath ita ruins.-Bo:RCE, C. F. C. Ohio, 1855. 

No ballot should be had in an E. A.. lodge for the initiation 
of candidates, and if any be taken, the act is void. A.n E. A.. 
or F. C. has no right to vote. AJI balloting should be, in a 
Master's lodge, opened in the third degree. None but mas
ter masons are members; none under the third degree have 
any right to vote.-HuBBARD, G. M. Ohio, 1851 . 

.All the proceedings, ballotings, and business of the lodge, 
except that of conferring the subordinate degrees, shall be 
had aud done in a lodge of master masonR.-Con.~ r; T 
Oregon, 1851, 10. Ditto. Const G. L. Cal., 1856. 

(See also authorities bearing upon this point under the 
head of" Business.") 

Nor shall any ballot be taken for either of the three de
grees, except in a master mason's lodge.-Const. Conn. 

None but master masons, being members of the lodge, can 
propose or recommend* a candidate for the honors of Ma
sonry, or vote for their admission, passing or raising; or vote 
for the admission of members.-Const. N. J. 

No lodge can, consistently with the principles of Masonry, 
permit an E. A.. or F. C. to vote.-Reg. Miss. 

The doctrine that an entered apprentice or fellow craft 
should be allowed to vote upon the initiation of a candidate, 
we believe to be an innovation upon the body of Masonry.-
C. F. C. of R. I., 1858. 

A proposition to allow entered apprentices and fellow 
crafts to ballot on applications for initiation, was laid on the 
table by the Grand Lodge oflow.'- in 1855. 

There is no sound reason for giving to entered apprentices 
and fellow crafts the privilege of voting.-MORRIS, Am. F. M., 
ii., 95. 

• !!418 ''Charge at >~tlaUon Into the ftrst degree. "-G. W. G. 
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Neither an apprentice or fellow craft should exercise the 
privilege of voting.-ED. Lon. MQI. Q. R., 1838, 286. 

Resolwd, 'l'hat by initiation, an entered apprentioe becomes 
a member of the lodge of entered apprentices in which he 
has been initiated ; that by being passed, a fellow craft be
comes a member of the lodge of fellow craft masons in which 
he has passed, and each is liable for dues; and, conset}Uently, 
each has a right to vote upon the question of admitting 
another person to receive the same degree which he has 
taken; and, accordingly, that the ballot for initiation must be 
taken in the entered apprentice degree, and that for the 
second degree, in the fellow craft degree, in order that that 
right may be e:r.ercised.-.Ark., 1854. [Reptaled 1857.] 

If there must be a separate ballot for each degree, where 
should that ballot be taken? Why not in an entered appren
tice lodge for the first degree, and in a fellow crafts' lodge for 
the second ?-C. F. C. Min., 1858. 

Brother G. H. GRAY, Senior, (MIBBIBBIPPI,} takes the ground 
that entered apprentices and fellow crafts are entitled to the 
privileges of membership; to participate in the general 
business of the lodge; and to ballot for candidates for their 
respective degrees.-Vide Am. F. M., iii., 10. 

A ballot shall be taken in each degree.-Const. JVis., 1854 
Apprentices and fellow crafts have no right to vote on any 

subject, except the admission and advancement of candidates. 
-Const. Ky., 1853, p. 17. 

Entered apprentices and fellow crafts are entitled to vote 
in receiving or rejecting an applicant, either as a brother or 
ml'mber; but in no other case can they vote.-Ky., 1804. 

The Cominittee on Foreign Correspondence of low A, (W Air 

LACE,) 1855, argues: that an E. A. is a mason, and recognized 
as suc}l the world over; that he has the right, according to 
all the manuals, from PRESTON down to the present time, to 
recommend persons to become masons; (see E. 4· charge;) 
and therefore, he ought to have the privilege of balloting on 
the admission of candidates into the order. 
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The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of Musoua, fOr 
1856, take similar ground. 

Brother ALBD'l' PJU, froiD; Committee on Foreign Corres
pondence of AUANSAS, 1854, says: " \V e take the broad 
gronnd that an E. A. is a maaon ; and that, as a mason, he is 
a member of the lodge, and has an inalienable right to vote 
on the question of admission of any candidate to the degree 
which he has taken. 

Apprentices and fellow crafts have no right to vote on any 
subject, except the admission and advancement of candidates. 
-Const. Ky. 

After having duly considered the subject to them referred, 
the committee are of opinion, that entered apprentices· :md 
fellow crafts ought to be permitted to ballot for the admission 
of a candidate to the first degree in Masonry; an<f that this 
has been the ancient practice of masons, so far ns they have 
been able to ascertain it; and that it is proper and expe
dient to continue the same practice.-Com .. Conn., 1807. 
[&port accepted and approoed.] 

Who Xq Ballot. 

VISITORS.-Only members of the lodge, "then preaoot when 
the candidate is proposed, and their consent is formally asked 
by the master," have a right to participate in the ballot. 

Visitors are not permitted to ballot, though it is probable 
that previous to the organization of lodges by charter, they 
were allowed to do so. 

Visiting brethren ha\'e no right to voteon ·the.&llmission 
of candidates for initiation. If a visitor. ~ws any reason 
why an applicant shouU not be admitted, it is his duty to 
communicate it to the Master of the lodge, that the objection 
may be properly investigated, and this is all that he has 
occasion to do.-C. \V. MooRE, F. M., vii., p. 199. · 

But no.man can be entered a brother in any particular 
lodge, or admitted to be a member thereof, without the unnni
mous cor sent of all the 11Umbn-s of that lodge then present 
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when the candidate is proposed, and their consent ia formally 
asked by the Master.-Gen. &g. 1721. 

No mason should be permitted to vote in a lodge unless be is 
a member.-Com. Iowa, 1848. 

To allow a visiting brother to ballot is easentially wrong in 
principle, and should be discontinued in practice.-Com. lll., 
1845. 

Visiting brethren have no right to vote on the admission 
of candidates for initiation. Such a claim ia inadmissible--
C. W. Moou, 1848 . 

.A visiting brother has the right, and it is his duty, to make 
known any good and sufficitJnt reason why the candidate 
should not be received ; the granting of a further privilege 
would, in the opinion of your committee, be productive of 
evil results.-PABVIN, G. M. Iowa, 1847. 

On balloting for candidates for initiating, passing, or rais
ing, every master mason who is a member of a lodge under 
the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, shall be entitled to a 
vote. * * *.:...-canst. Texas. 

Visitors ought not to be invit.ed to vote.-Com. Juri<. G. G. 
Enc., 1856. Decidedly unmasonic to allow visitors to vote.
MoRRIS, .Am. F. M., iv., 91. 

No mason, of any degree, has a right to vote on any sub
ject agitated in a lodge, unless he be a member of such lodge. 
-Res. Ohio, 1827. Your committee unhesitatingly express 
the opinion, that the above provision is only declaratory of 
the rights of a lodge. It is not, in its terms, imperative; and 
does not prevent a lodge from extending to a visitor the 
courtegy of permitting him to vote on the admission of candi
dates ; and if this be the case, one lodge has the right to 
agree with another to permit the members of one to 'Vote 
upon the admission of candidates in the lodge of the other.
Com. Ohio., 1854. . [.Adopted.] 

We are opposed to granting visiting brethren the right to 
ballot on the admission of candidates.-P ABTIN, C. F: C. 
lOV!tJ, 184 7. • 
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No mason should Le permitted to vote in a lodge unless he 
lJe a member.-101L'a, 1848. 

The doctrine that any other than members should vote 
upon tho initiation of a candidate, we believe to be an inno
vation upon the body of Masonry.-C. F. C. of R. I., 1858. 

It is contrary to masonic regulation to suffer any mason to 
vote, except the members of the lodge where application is 
made.-Res. Ala., 1848. 

We cannot agree in tho propriety of giving such an unlim
ited veto power to all men who may become possessed of 
masonic knowledge.-C. F. C. of N. H., 1857. 

We are not sure but the principle is correct.-C. MoonE, 
Mas. Rev., xix., 116. 

I would recommend that you sanction the right of all 
Knights Templar present to ballot upon the application of a 
companion to receive the orders. The conferring of the 
order upon a companion constitutes ·him a member of the 
whole society of Knights Templar, an4 that whole society, if 
present, ought to have the right of receiving or rejecting the 
applicant. This was the olden usage, consistent with the 
creation and spread of the order, and which I hope to see 
restored.-HussARD, G. M., to G. E. U. 8., 1856, p. 17. 

We also concur in the opinion, that all regular knights 
present at a ballot for the admission of a companion, ought to 
be allowed to participate therein.-Mossrs, ib., p. 46. 

We have ourselves thought that good might grow out of a 
regulation allowing all visiting brethren to vote on initiations, 
but it is probable that a greater current of evil. might also 
:flow from the same source.-MELLEN, C. F. C. Misj., 1856. 

It is, therefore, right and proper that all masons whose 
standing is sufficiently good to warrant their presence in the 
lodge, should be entitled to vote on the admission of a candi
date f9r brotherhood.-Com. Ohio, 1857. 

Any master mason residing under the jurisdiction of this 
Grand lodge, and a member of some stordina.te lodge, shall 
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be allowed to vote for the initiating, pauing, or raising of any 
candidate in any subordinate lodge under saidjurisdiction.
Ru. Wis. 

To the above resolution, the Committee on Foreign Corres
pondence of RHoDE ISLAND, for 1850, say: "We cannot, there
fore, but deprecate such a course, and hope that it will be 
abandoned. 

On visiting the lodge at ---, I found that its by-hws 
extended to all visiting brethren the privilege of voting upon 
applications for the degrees. This being unusual, my first 

. impression was that it was illegal ; but upon reflection, and 
looking to the landmarks, I find nothing to condemn it; and 
there are some considerations which would commend it as a 
general regulation.-BARBER, G. M. Ark., 1854. 

The CoNNECTICUT Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 
(STORER,) for 1855, in noticing the above, and its attendant 
argument, admits that it "contains suggestions worthy of con
sideration." 

The following resolution is now (1858) pending in the 
Grand Lodge of the DISTRICT OF CoLID!BIA: Resolved, That in 
balloting for a candidate for initiation, any brother present, 
who is in good standing, whether he be a member of the 
lodge or not, so that he be a member of some one of the 
lodges in this jurisdiction, shall have the right to vote. 

Mode or Balloting. 

by morle may be adopted in taking a ballot which allows 
each one of the members present perfect freedom in the choice 
of his ballot, and inviolable secrecy in depositing it. 

The almost universal usage, from time immemorial, has 
sanctioned the use of black and white balls as the proper 
mode of obtaining the opinion of the members. The use of 
tubes in place of black balls seems to be fast becoming general 
in American lodges, on the score of simplicity, certainty, and 
dispatch. This mode of balloting is, perhaps, as free from 
objection as any yet adopted. The manner in which the hal-



Iota eba1l be oollected from the members, i1, in the ,abeence 
of l]lCial enactments or regulations, left to the choice of ihe 
several lodges. The Old Regulations simply require.that the 
consent of the members be "formally asked by the Master; 
and they are to signify their assent or dissent in their own 
prudent way, either virtually or in form, but with unanimity ... 

Freedom of the Ballot. 

It is a well-settled principle in. masonic law, that every 
brother should be allowed perfect freedom in the choice of 
his ballot. He cannot be dictated to, or -in any \vay influ· 
enced, or called to account for the. vote he may give. It is 
his sacred right, for the abuse of which he is only account· 
able to his conscience, and his God. 

No one is to be held accountable to the lodge for the vote 
he may give.-HUBBARD, G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

Each master mason, and none other, mi:tst vote upon his 
own responsibility, and is not to be called on for any reasons 
for his so voting.-lb., 108. 

The wrongful exercise of the right of balloting, on the appli
cation of a candidate, is not, in itself, a sufficient ground for 
suspension or expulsion.-.lb. 110. 

A member may cast a black ball at any ballot, without 
assigning any rea8on for so doing; neither have the lodge, 'or 
Master, any right to ask, or even try to ascertain who cast 
it.-SxiTH, G. M. Ark., 1856. 

No mason can be called to an account for the vote which 
he has deposited. The very secrecy of the ballot is intended 
to secure the independence and irresponsibility to the lodge 
of the voter.-MACKEY, P.M. L., p.193. · 

Even if a member voluntarily should divulge the nature of 
his vote, and of hb motives, it is still exceedingly question
able whether the lodge should take any notice of the act, be
cause by so doing the .independence of the ballot might bs 
imp$ired.-.lb. 
. It is the mason's great prerogative. It is a right which 
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enry member enjoys, and which he is bc.und to exeroise 
isithfully, impartially, and oonscientiously. With him alone 
ream the responsibility of ita use.-RAND..u.L, G. M. ~ 
18M. 

No restriction of any son shall be placed upon a brother 
in the matter of voting, nor shall he be questioned how or 
why he exercised that right.-Standard B·!flaw~, Me., 1857. 

In order to promote harmony, and preserve privacy in bal
loting, _it is ordered, that the Wardens_st.and facing the table, 
at such a con'\"enient distance from th3 balloting box as to 
cover the balloting brother from the inspection of any other, 
until all the members have balloted. And it is further 
oruered, that every member keep his seat until his balloting 
brother is returned, and that no one be influenced by another 
oot balloting. . Every member is. required to ballot. .And 
whOever inftuences another as to his balloting, shall be e:Jr.. 
eluded from being a member.-By-law of 1739. 

No n~mber of masons have the right to demand that an
other s~l vote to admit a particular man. The right to vote 
as one pleases, to refuse to e:~:~nd Masonry to a particular 
man, or class of men, or people, is the highest and most sacred 
of the maaonic rights of consdencl), ~ith which no one has a 
right to intermeddle.--STORER, C. F. C. Conn., 1855. 

A member has a legal right to cast his ballot for or against 
an applicant for initiation or membership; and however well 
convinced one brother may be that an applicant is every way 

· worthy of being received, if the applicant is rejected, he is 
bound to presume that the bro~er casting the negative bal
lot is equally convinced that the candidate is unworthy.
HooiN, G. M. Ia., 1855. 

The right to vote on the admission of eandidates, is one 
of the highest privileges of membership, and ought always 
to be exercised independently and impartially-without fear 
and without undue favor.-C. W. MooBE, 1850. 

In voting, every brother has the undoubted right to vote 
as-he may see fit, and callDot be required to give hill reasons 
therefor.-C. F. C. Ind., 1851. 
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A Muter lw not the light to suspend the ballot, after it 
has been ordered by tho lodge, or to refuse to declare there
sult when o.scerta.ined. He may order a second ballot, to test 
the correctness of the first; but the ballot having been taken, 
the result must be declared, and entered on the record.-
C. W. MooRE. 

It is the duty of the Master to declare, or cause to be de
clared, the rejection of the candidate, whenever the result is 
clearly ascertained. He has no power to refuse.-G. M. Ill., 
1856. 

No subordinate lodge, nor the Grand Lodge, can inquire 
into the cause of the rejection of a candidate for initiation.
Ga., 1854. This is law.-C. F. C. Ky., 1855. 

No one can question a. brother's right to vote a black ball, 
or impugn his motives, or inquire into his rea.sons.-Mi.'>l., 
1855. 

No restriction of any sort shall be placed upon a brother in 
the matter of voting, nor shall he be questioned how or why 
he exercised that right.-&andard B!flaws of Ky., 1854. 

The right of ballot is secured to every member; none can 
restrain him in the exercise of it; none can question his right 
to exercise it. If he sees proper to give a negative vote, no 
power can interfere.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., 1849. 

Every member of the lodge has the right t-o vote, and may 
vote as it pleases him; and he cannot and must not be quee
tioned or called to account for his vote, on any pretext, or 
under any circumsta.nces.-PosEY, G. M. Miss., 1854. fua.. 
BOCK, G. M. Iowa, 1857. 

Every member is responsible to his own conscience a.lone 
for the reasons governing his vote on admissions.-Res. Tenn., 
1857. 

No right to ask who cast a black ball. A lodge cannot re
ject the negative of a member when voluntarily declared. 
His disclosure is not a self-disfranchisement.-GEDGE, G. M. 
La., 1852. 
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The right of balloting is, among masons, conmdered a 
sacred right. And tl1at their vote may be free and unbiased, 
no one is to be held accountable for the vote he may give. 
The lodge has no right to inquire as to who gives the black 
ball.-Ohio, 1851. 

The right of balloting should be held and regarded as a 
sacred right; but if any member can be found to willfully 
conspire to injure or destroy the lodge, or mar its peace and 
harmony, such should be counseled; and, if need be, tried for 
unmasonic conduct, and suspended or expellcJ.-lluBBARD, 
Ohio, 1853. 

This Grand Lodge does not possess the power to revise 
the decisions of a subordinate lodge in the rejection of appli
cants for initiation, or for membership.-lnd., 1857. 

The Master cannot refuse to declare the result of a ballot. 
.ANDERSON, G. M. Dl., 1855. Grand Lodge do. 

A brothel" cannot be charged for rejecting an applicant.
Swronr, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

In case of a negative ballot, no question shall be asked 
except by the Master, and that only, whether there has been 
any mistake.-By-laws 1766. 

A member may cast a black ball at any ballot, without as
signing any re.ason for so doing ; neither has the Master or 
the lodge any right to ask, or even try to ascertain who cast 
it.---SMrm, G. M. Ark., 1856. 

The right to cast a black ball is unquestionable.-AINs
woRTH, G. M. Oregon, 1856. 

There is no law in the whole jurisprudence of the institu
tion clearer than this: that neither the Grand Lodge nor the 
Grand Master can interfere with the decision of the ballot 
box.-MACKEY, P.M. L., 208. 

The lodge cannot demand a brother's reasons for his vote. 
MoRRIS, Am. F. M., ii., 14. 

A. member has neither a legal nor moral right to avail him
self of his position to prejudice the character of any man, nor 



to gratify his penooal animosity, whether the object of his 
dislike be . the petitioner or the lodge. When he departs 
from the rule of justice, he grossly abuses his privileges, be
comes a dangerous member of the lodge, lays himself open 
to discipline, and, the fact being proved, to expulsion. Every 
lodge possessea ample power to protect itself, as well against 
an unruly and troublesome member, ~ against the violation 
of any of its laws. . It matters not tba.t there is no special 
provision in its by-laws to meet a particuJar case, the common 
law of Masonry is ample for the pu1Jl08e. The la.w of &elf
preservation is above either.-0. W. MooRE. 

Secrecy of the B&llot. . 
Another vital point connected with the ballot is, that it 

must be a secret ballot. No one has a right to know how 
.another has or will cast his ballot. The vote of each must 
be the secret of each, and no one can la.wtully penetrate or 
divuJge that secret. 

This ballot is, and is to be, secret.. A maaoll has a right. to 
cast a ballot, which shall reject the application of a candidate; 
but, moreover, be is entitled to do this in a manner that shall 
be a profound secret to all his brethren.-G. M. Mass., 1853. 

We bold the secrecy of the ballot unquestionable, and 
admit of no call for reasons. It is scandalous to. give a man 
such a right as that of the secret ballot, and then, because h,Q 
does not use it in accordance with the views of others than 
himself, to put his judgment on trial; and subject its inde
pendence and freedom to your ·own different views, by de
manding his reasons.-F. M. Kma, C. F. C. of N: Y., 1853. 

Any brother who shall violate the secrecy of the ballot by 
stating how he voted on any question, or by endeavoring to 
ascertain bow a brother voted; or, if he sbouJd be aw!Ll'e, and 
mention it to another brother, shall render himself liable to 
severe masonk censure; and, for a second offense, to expul
sion.-C011st. Canada. 

No member can· be required to divulge his vote on ballot
ing for a candidate for th.e degrees of Masonry, or for ~ 



bership, nor to assign r~l:ls for his vote, "if known.-Cal., 
1851. 

THll BAU.O'l'.-This is strictly secret; it is inviolable; it is 
without question, except on the ground of an unintentional 
or suspected mistake.-HATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. 

It is masonically unlawful for any brother to give informa
tion how he casts his ballot.-B. B. FRENCH, .A. Q. R. F., i., 
320. 

The ballot for candida~ or for membership is strictly and 
inviolably secret.-Consts. N. Y. and Min. 

Nor shall any lodge reqnire any of its members to give his 
or their reaeons for 'Voting a,o-ainst any person who may apply 
for initiation or membership therein.-Comt • .Ala. 

Nor shall any attempt be made, in any manner, to discover 
the brother who shall have cast a negative ballot.-Const. La. 

It is not competent for the Master of a lodge, or for the 
lodge itself, to demand of ;i member his reasons for voting 
against a candidate for the degrees or for membership.-
C. F. C. Cal., 1851. 

No member of a lodge shall be required to divulge his vote 
on balloting for a candidate for the degrees in Masonry, or 
for membership, nor to assign reasons for his vote, if known. 
-Res. Cal., 1851. 

A ballot must be secret, without question, and unanimous. 
-C .. F. C. of N. H., 1852. 

The right to a free, unquestioned, secret ballot, in all ques
tions of fraternization, is the dear and inalienable privilege of 
every member of a lodge.-Com. Juris. 111., 1853. 

The ballot is sacred ; no brother should seek to know how 
another votes; and if he does know, he has no right to com
municate it. · It is wrong for one to make known his own 
b&llot.-G. M. of La., 1855. 

No brother, of his own accord, should ever make known 
how he has cast his ballot, unleBS it be a negative one, and· 
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for which he desires to aesign the cause to his lodge. No 
brother should institute any means to ascertain how another 
voted; and if the knowledge be accidentally imparted to him, 
he should keep the information within his own bosom.
G. M. of D. C., 1855. 

It is unmasonic for a member to dec~e whether he intends 
to cast a white or black ball, or at any time thereafter to 
make known to any one how he voted, or to endeavor to as
certain how another member intends t<> vote or has voted, or 
to disclose the fact, should it come to his k!:owledge; and all 
who do so shall be subjected to masonic discipline.-Re.,. 
D. C •. 1856. 

Though there is no by-law of this Grand Lodge'against the 
exposure of a ballot, yet it js a gross violation of the usages 
of Masonry.-Res. Mo., 1856. 

Respecting the right of a presiding officer or member of a 
lodge to demand the reasons that may influence a member in 
the exercise of the privilege of balloting, your committee are 
fully decided that no such right exists; and that any measures 
expressly taken on the part of a lodge, with a view to force 
or extort from a member thereof such reasons, or even to as
certain the fact respecting any ballot that may be given, can 
be viewed in no other light than as deviations from ancient 
usages and privileges. Notwithstanding the foregoing, your 
committee are equally decided that there is no constitutional 
objection to such development by any member of a lodge, 
when and where it is wluntarily made, either in open lodge, 
to the presiding officer personally, or to a committee specially 
appointed for the purpose.-Com. Me., 1822. 

I believe an objecting party should give his reasons for so 
doing.-G. M. of Me., 1848. 

A member arises in his place, and publicly avows that he 
objects to the candidate, and if the ballots are passed, he shall 
vote against his admission. He is inquired of for his reasons, 
but declines giving any. Can his lodge deal with him for 
this, or in any legitimate way interfere to prevent the carry
ing out of his avowed intentions? On this state of facts, I 
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advised, that the member was exercising an nndoubted 
masonic right, for which he could not be questioned or inter. 
fered with. It seems to be generally admitted that no 
brother can masonically be called upon to give a reason for 
casting a negative ballot, or in any way explain why he so 
exercised his tights ;• and this case appeared to me to stand 
on the enme gronnd as if the member had cast a negative bal. 
lot, and publicly avowed it to the lodge.-TUCKER, G. M. n 
1851. 

Resmwd, That no secular lodge has the right to interfere 
with the right of private ballot, when exercised by one of its 
members; that if a brother chooses to avow his hostility to a 
petition, and does not disclose his reasons therefor, he stands 
in the same position as if he had cast n black ball, and his 
reasons cam10t be demanded by his lodge ; nor can they, in any. 
way, deal with him for so doing. Should he voluntarily state 
his reasons, then he makes them the property of the lodge, 
who, in that case only, have the right to judge of their 
masonic validity.-Res. Vt., 1851. 

It is nnmasonic for any member of a lodge to inform 
another how he balloted on a!ly petition or question, to seek 
to know how another has balloted, or to communicate such 
knowledge, if possessed ; the secrecy of the ballot being 
obligatory upon all.-Res. La., 1855. 

The ballot is, and is to be, strictly secret. It is the mason's 
great prerogative; * * * but, moreover, he is entitled to 
do this in a manner that shall be a profonnd secret to all 
his brethren.~RANDALL, G. M. Mass., 1854. 

Has a member a right to say how he will vote, or how he 
lw.s voted? .Ans. He has not. He may state his objections, 
but may not violate the sanctity of the ballot box. If it is 
right for one to state how he voted, it is right to inquire how 
thfl others voted.-MoBRrs. 

A brother cannot be required to state his reasons for a 
vote. This would destroy the secrecy of the ballot, or make 
it a mere farce. The way in which a member votes is his own 



secret, and he cannot be required to divulge it. The lodge 
has no control over the ballot of a member, nor is it at lib
erty to pry into the question, for the purpose of ascertaining 
how any member llaa vot.ed ....... C. W. MooRE, F. Mag., xv., 44. 

Neither have the lodge or Master any right to ask, or even 
to try to ascertain who cast it. ·The bailot should be secret·· 
-G. M. of Ark., 1856. 

No one shall inspect the ballot, save the Master or Ward· 
ens; and no brother shall be permitted to make known to 
another, or to the lodge, what manner of vo.te he cast.'
&andard By-laws Me., 1857. 

Not only has the brother the right to a secret ballot, but no 
one has a right to inquire now he balloted. A brother cannot be 
called to account by any one in regard to his ballot. It is a 
secret between himself and his God. No lodge and no mem
ber of a lodge have the right tO pry into the secret. If a 
brother casts a black ball, he is supposed to do it conscien
tiously, and with a realizing sense of his moral accountability. 
His reasons are his secret, unless he clwoses to diwlge them to 
a brother, or his lodge. In this latter case, they may judge 
of their weight ; but if he chooses to keep them a secret, no 
one may seek to penetrate that secret.-CHASB, Mas. Jo«r., 
1857. 

We hold the secrecy of the ballot unquestionable, and 
admit of no call for reasons.-liATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1850. 

The practice of gathering the opi~ions of members, by dis
cussion, before the ballot, and of demanding reasons of the 
objection after the ballot, deserve to be severely reprehended, 
as a violation not only of the Constitution, but of the ancient 
landmarks.-KING, Spec. Com. of N. Y., 1856. 

In 1856, the Grand Lodge of INDIANA decided, that it he.d 
no power to inquire into the motives of the members of sub
ordinate lodges in casting the ballots for or against the 
admission of members. 

The Masters of subordinate lodges are particularly in
structed to preserve, with the utmost care, the secrecy of the 
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_b;dlot,and to prevent. an exposure of the b,allota ~hhe mem. 
bers.-Res. MU&., 1856. 

Each member's right to ballot is sacred, and to be exercised 
in absolute secrecy.-HUBBA&D, Ohio, 1851. 

In the secrecy of the ballot is the only hope of Masonry.
BJERCB, C. F. C. Ohio, 1855. 

If any ·brother shall willfully disclose his ballot on a petition 
for initiation, oc ad:vancement, or seek to ascertain how others 
voted, it shall be the imperative dJity of the Master to arraign 
him before the lodge, for unmasonic conduct, and if found 
guilty, he shall be disciplined.-Reg. lnd., 1854. 

A brother should not be questioned as to his motives for 
_ rejecting an application for advancement, if he choose not to 

teveal thelll.-G. M.-. Cal., 1857. 

·It should be cause for discipline for any brother intention
ally to expose his own ballot, or that of any other member.
BIERCB, C. F. C. Ohw, 1856. We fully endoll!6 the sentiments 
of the OHio committee.-McComri.B, C. F. C. Ky., 1857. 

No brother shall reveal his ballot to another.-By-lafDI 
1766. 

If any brother willfully disclose his ballot on a petition for 
initiation or advancement, or seek to ascertain how others 
voted, it shall be the imperative duty of the Master to arraign 
him for unmasonic conduct, and if found guilty, he shall be 
disciplined.-Res. lowa, 1855. 

We hold it to be highly improper for any mason to say 
how he voted upon a rejected p~tition.-FuLLER, C. F. C. 
Tenn., 1858. 

No member shall divulge the vote given by a member on 
any petition.-Reg. Ar"-

The secrecy of the ballot should be inviolate.-¥A.CKEY. 

The Master should not permit -a member to divulge the 
color of, or the reasons for, his vote.-MoRRIS, Am. F. M., ii., 14. 
No mason has a right to inform his lodge how he voted 
many matter that has been decided by bollot.-Ib., 147. 

13 
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No member has a right to know how another voted.-.lb.,. 
iv., 36. 

The secrecy of the ballot must be preserved inviolate.
POBEY, G. M. MiM., 1854. 

The ballot is sacred, and no one has a right to know how 
another votes, nor require his reasons for voting as he does. 
-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., xv., 318. 

No brother should seek to know how his brother voted, 
and even if he learn it, he should not, and h~s no right to 
communicate his knowledge to others.-LAWRENCE, Big. and 
Jour., 1856. 

Kuat be Unanimous. 
The general rule that governs the order in the admission 

of candidates and members, is, that such admission must be 
sanctioned by entire unanimity. 

But no man can be entered a brother in a"Qy particular 
lodge, or admitted to be a member thereof, without the unani
mous consent of all the members of that lodge then present 
when the candidate is proposed, and their consent is formally 
asked by the Master ; and they are to signify their consent 
or dissent in their own prudent way, either virtually or in 
form, but with unanimity, Nor is this inherent privilege 
subject to a dispensation; because the members of a particu
lar lodge are the best judges of it; and if a fractious member 
should be imposed on them, it might spoil their b,armony, or 
hinder their freedom; or even break and disperse the lodge; 
which ought to be avoided by all good and true bretbren.
Old Reg. 1721, vi. 

In subsequent editions of the Ancient Constitutions, the 
following. is added. to the above regulation. By what right 
the Grand Masters dispensed with urninimity, we are not 
informed.-G. W. C 

" But it was found inconvenient to insist upon unanimity 
in 11everal cases. .And, therefore, the Grand Masters have 
allowed the lodges to admit a member, if not abOvo.three 
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ballots Re against him; though some lodges deaire no snob 
allowance." 

No candidate shall be initiated in any lodge under this ju. 
riBdiction, without a clear and unan.imous ballot in his tavor. 
-Contb. Jk. and Mtus. 

No oandidate for initiatio11. shall be accepted without the 
unanimous ballot of the members present.-COn.!t. R. L 

None shall be admitted but by unanimous ballot.-Comt. 
Conn. 

A candidate can only be accepted by the scrutiny Qf a. 
secret ballot, and an unanimous vote.-Comt. N. Y. 

The candidate is balloted for on a stated night of meeting, 
and receiving an unanimous vote, is declared to be approved. 
-Comt. Penn. 

On balloting for a candidate, one black ball shall reject 
without a question, except that · a secoud ballot may ·b8 
demanded to be satisfied of no mista.ke.-COfllt. N. C. · 

* * * It is competent for a minority, or an·y member of 
the lodge, prior to the final admiBBion to membership, to al'

rest the candidate, for good cause shown.-Const. Ffa. 

No lodge shall initiate a candidate, or confer either of the 
other two degrees, or admit a member, without the unanimous 
consent of the members present.-Comt. D. C • 

. No person shall be initiated, passed, raised, or admiitecl a 
~ember, in any lodge, without the unanimous conaent of the 
members present.-Const. Ala. 

Which ballot must be unanimous in his favor, or the peti
tioner declared rejeoted.-Conat. La. 

An unanimous vote must be had in favor of the appliCIWt 
for each degree.-Co113t8. Ohio and .bidiana. 

No candidate ahall be initiated in any lodge under this ju· 
riediction without a olear and UD3nimous ballot in his favor. 
-Conat. Wil. 

No master mason shall be admitted a member of any lodge 



\1lUler this jurisdiction, without an tm&ilimoiia ·vob& in hi8 
favor.-lb. 

A candidate can onJy.be aooep1ed by'aii.'linammo'as vote.
Conllt. Min. 

An unanimous ballot is required in II.Lixofs:and·KIIN'rttCKY. 
-G. W.O. 

No ,applicant for ioitia:Opn or .memberahip;!mi any lodge,. 
shall be receive<!,, except by th' !¥1~~1.W .c9.~n~ o(all the 
members present.-Consts. Mo. and Kansas. . . 

. Ifunan4Jlous in.lili,l f•vor, the peti~n.shall Pegran~d.--
Conllt. TextJB. . . 

No person can be IPSde.a mason in, or_admitted·amember 
of, a lodge, if on the ballot two black balls appear agaiust him. 
Some lodges wish for no such indulgence, but require the 
unanimous consent of the members present; the by-Iaws.of 
each lodge must, therefore, guide them in this respect; but 
if there be two black lialls, such person cannot, on any pre. 
tense, be admitted.-Const. Ca. 

The admission of every candidate for the honors of Ma
sonry, should be upon an unanimous ballot in his fuvor; and 
one negative persisted in, is sufficient to exclude him,..:_Res. 
N.H., 1849. 

A ballot must be secret, without question, and unanimous. 
-C. F. C. of N. H., 1852. 

Nor sliall any degree be conferred on a candidate, nor any 
brother be admitted a member of any lodge under this juris
diction, without a previous unanilnous ballot in his favor.
Reg. Me., 1822. 

No lodge shall initiate a candidate without the unanimous 
consent of the members preaent.-Const. Md. 

No person shall be made a mason unless all the brethren 
prS!!ent are unanimous, and if but one member be against him, 
he shall be rejected. No brother shall be admitted as mem
ber of this lodge unless all the members present are unani
lllO'I\B aa.aforeaaid.-By.lnw o073H. 



In l:an.um, in admitting membefl, eooh lodge in.t Uberiy to 
prescribe by ita by-laws whether an unanimotlS ~ a lilajority 
vote shall be requisite; but if no such by-law of the lodge ez. 
ists, the Grand Lodge rule, which requires unanifaiiy, applies. 

No lodge shall initiate> pass, or raise any applicant, unlei!B 
the vote be unanimous in his &.vor.-Const. Miss. . . . 

No PQr.son ~~.made a IXl&BOll or admi~d a p1emher, U' 
three black balls appe,llol' against him,; b31t the by-laws of a 
lodge 1113.1, .enact that one or tw,l) black b~ sball exclude a 
c:an,didate.-Const. Eng. · 

A person shall not be initiated in any lodge u.nle1111 all the 
members present coJIIlent. In the ballQt for members already 
belonging to the order, the candidates shaU be admitted· 
$Ceording to · th, by-laws of each lodge. If a lodge has 1\0 
by-laws llpi)D. the subject, \Ul&lliDrlfiY is required.-Corn¢. 
oflrt!la.ntl. 

An unanimous ballot in each degree.-Reg. Ill. 
Boom CABGLilfA. ia the only state within our knowledge 

that requires two or more black balls to reject an applicant."'
MOBa.IB, Am. F . .M.,·iii., 74:. 

Beoonllideration of Ballot. 

After the result of a ballot has been declared, it cannot be 
:reconsidered-the decision is final, on tlwt application. . The 
only exception that. bas the least claim to constfteration, is, 
that at the same meeting, if every brother present when the 
ballot was first taken be still present, another ballot ma:y bo 
taken. But if the meeting is · closed, or called off to another 

· date ; or if a single member then present has since left the 
lodge-room, a reconsideration cannot be had, under any· cir. 

• cumstanceil. · ' 

~e reconsideration ·of a ballot rejecting a candidate is, 'in 
the optnion of your committee, decidedly opposed to the 
ancient usages of the order, and imminently dangerons.-Com. 
Juris. m., 1~53. · · · 

·Closely connected _\Vith ~part of the subject of ballo~ 



ia that of a "r«<'TTIidn'alion of the ballot." Sometimes, if one 
or more black balls appear upon a ballot, the box is passed a 
second time, and even a third time ; and sometimes the bcl
lot is "postponed" or "adjourned" or "deferred" to the next 
meeting. And cases are nowise uncommon, where, at the 
same or a subsequent meeting, after a rejection, a "motion to 
reconsider" is made, entertained, and carried, and a new ballot 
ordered, which is pronounced clear, and the candidate re
ceived and invested with the secreta. 

This last proceeding is totally at variance with masonic, 
and even common justice, and a violation of the most sacred 
rights of a member. 

The practice of " adjourning" or "postponing" a ballot 
• after it has been once passed, or of "reconsidering" it when 

once declared, is a bad one. It is fraught with evil, and only 
· evil. In nearly every case in which it is resorted to, tbe 
object is to override the negative of the objecting brother, 
and smuggle in a person obnoxious to him. This one fact 
alone is sufficient to stamp the practice as inexcusably 
unmasonic.--CHASs, Mas. Jour., 1857. 

A regular ballot according to the by-laws,. on the petition 
of an applicant, if unfavorable, is final, after the result is an
nounced. But if the Master suspect the result to be the 
effect of accident or oversight, he orders a new ballot before 
he pronou.ces the result; but after the result is announced, 
no new ballot on that application can be had at any time. A 
new application must be made, after a reasonable time.
RocKwELL, D. G. M. of Ga., 1851. 

Nor shall an unfavorable ballot in any case be reconsidered. 
-Res. N. Y., 1854. 

An unfavorable ballot for degrees or membership cannot be 
reconsidered.-LBWIB, G. M. of N. Y., 1858. FuLLER, C. F. C. • 
of Tenn., 1858. 

As the ballot-box is the only safeguard of the institution, 
its decision 11hould be final.-G. M. Texas, 1853. 

After suck decision (announcement of result) by the Mas
ter, there can be no reconsideration, without a special dis
pensation therefor.-.Reg. Mi#. 
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A lodge cannot reconsider the ballot.-C. W. Moou, 1849. 
A.. motion to reconsider would not be admiesible under any 
circumstances.-lb. 

A ballot, when once declared, shall be final; nor shall any 
reconsideration thereof be perpritted under any pretense 
whatever .-Const. Ga. 

, .After a rejection has been definitely announced by the 
Master, there can be no reconsideration of that particular bal
lot, except by dispensation from the Grand Master.-Hxu.YEB, 
G.,M. Miss., 1855. 

In no case would it be proper \o reconsider a balloting at 
any subsequent meeting, unless all the members of the for
mer meeting are present.-Ohio, 1846. 

After the second ballot of rejection, no reconsideration can 
be allowed.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1852. Com. Juri&. do. Grand 
Lodge do. 

The Grand Lodge of lLLINOIS does not consider it contrary 
to the ancient customs and landmarks of the order; but pre
scribes that a reconsideration can only be had on the same 
evening the candidate is black-balled.-1853. 

To reconsider a ballot is to strike a fatal blow at the 
sacredness of the ballot.-CooK, G. M. Mich., 1858. 

When a ballot is had, and the applicant rejected, that is an 
end of the proeeedings on that application. No' reconsider· 
ation can be had-no motion of the kind should be enter
tained.-C. MoonE, Mas. Rev., viii., 350 . 

.A ballot cannot be reconsidered at a subsequent meeting. 
--8XITH, G. M. Ark., 1856. 

In reconsidering the ballot, it is necessary that it be passed 
at the same meeting, and any postponement of a ballot to a 
subsequent meeting, is a violation of the Constitution of this 
Grand Lodge.-Te:zm, 1855. 

It is unmasonic to reconsider a ballot when once taken, 
and the balloting closed.-&~. Texas, 1852. 

The Master may, in his own discretion, order a reconsider
ation of the ballot; but he cannot do so on any other night 
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than that on which the original ballot was taken; ilor ihmy 
of the brethren who voted have retired. All who expressed 
their opinion on the first ballot, must be present to express 
it on the second. After the lodge i.s closed, the. decision of 
the ballot ia final, and th~ ia no humaa authority that can 
reverse it.-MAcKEY, P.M. L., 207. 

The ballot cannot be reoonsideNd-under an.y circamatarwes. 
-MoBBIS, Am. F. M., iii., 186. 

The practice of reconsidering votes upon applications 
for the mysteries of Masonry, or for membership, is not in 
accordance with the ancient usages of the otder.-IOtM, 1848. 

There is no such thing in Masonry as reconsidering a bal
lot.---J. W. S. MITCHELL,1855. LAWRENCE, Sig. and J=r.,l856. 

Be passing. 

In most jurisdictions, one black ball is sufficient to reject. 
If, then, upon the first baUot there is found a negative, the 
candidate is virtuaUy rejected. But upon the sU.p]Josition that 
the negative might be cast by mistake, it is considered cor
rect and proper to pass the box a second time. This is only 
to make it certain that there was uo mistake made on the first 
·baUot. In some cases, even a third ballot may be passed, if, 
in the opinion of theW. M., there may have-been a mistake 
on the first and second ballot. But, acoordingt<~ our best au
thority, a third baUot is always final; and if, ~pon the fir~t or 
second, more than one negative appear, the candidate must be 
declared rejected. 

The ballot is never to be cast the second time, .save for the 
single end of correcting mistakes.-MoRRIB, Am. F. M., iii., 26. 

On the ground of mistake', the ballot may be paSBed .tho 
second, or even third tim~; but no more than three times;
IIATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. 

A Master has the prerogative of ordering a further ballot 
for a candidate, when he knows the result of the first to be 
unfavorable.-LEWIB, G. M. of N. Y., 18513. 

It is unconstitutional to permit a second ballot to be taken, 
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when more than one negative ball appear1 on the first ballot. 
-La., 1855. 

H there be but one blaok ·be.ll, a iecond ballot will be in 
order. A second ballot, however, settles the question; aa 
does three negatives on a firelliallof.--C. W. Moou, 1846. 

The Master may order a second, and even a third con
tinuous ballot; but they must be--continuous ballots, had at 
the same meeting, and in strict propriety, without the in
.terv.elliag of. any~' bJISiJMN,.or,delay of uy.killd.-t.lb., 
1850,. j:_ - • 

T1ie ballot may be spnad a second time in almost any cue, 
if the harmony of the lodge seems to require it.--Bwtanr, 
G. M. /(:g., 1858. 

In any case, the result of the thii-d ballot is final; nor cah 
it be set aside or reversed by the action of the Grand Master 
or Grand Lodge.-MAcuY, P. M. L., 201. 

It is legal to spread the ballot the third time, if for ihe cor
rection of mistakes, not otherwise • .,-Moruus, Am. F. M.,, iii., 26. 

The ballo.l;& may be ordered even to q. third time in a lodge; 
if then aot qlear, the candidate is re~ted.-IlA.swBLL, C. F. 0. 
Vt., 1851. 

ID balloting,* if mOI'e than one. negative vote appear, the 
balloling.shall ceaee,.and the candidate be declared rejected; 
but if, on the first baHot, one negative only appear, a 116cond 
ballOt shall immediately take place; and if on the secolld baJ
lot a negative still appear, the candidate shall be dechu"ed re
jected.-Reg.~ .• 1857. 

Where a single negative appears, the presiding officer may 
allow a second ballot taken, to correct a mistake ; to ascertain 
which, it may be taken a third time; but, no more than three 
times.-C. F. C. of N. H., 1852. 

The Master of a lodge has the right, and should exercise 
it, to pass the ballot, if not clear, as often as he deems it nc,cc. 
sary, to avoid a mistake._:Com. Juris. lll., 1853 

• « J'or degr- or for membership." 

lS* 



VISIT .A TION. 

BIGHT OP VISITATION. 

I!' ia universally oonoeded, that the Maater of a lodge has 
a right to refuse admission to any visiting brother, if, in his 
opinion, circumstances justify such e~clusion. But upon the 
question of the rig/at of a brother in good standing to visit 
any lodge, there is a difference of opinion among Grand 
Lodges, and masonic writers. We are of those who believe 
that a member of a lodge, in good standing, and presenting 
proper vouchers, has the rig/at to visit any lodge, at proper 
times, and in a proper manner. Such right belongs to him 
by virtue of his membership in a lodge, and the reasons must 
be, indeed, weighty ones, to justify a refusal to admit him. 
:Masonry is universal. A person made a mason in any part 
of the world, is recognized and entitled to all the privileges 
of Masonry in any and all parts of the world. Lodges are 
established for similar purposes the world over, and a mem
ber, in good standing, in one, should be received and acknowl
edged as such in any and all others. "Due examination, and 
producing proper vouchers,"* should secure an admission 
into any regular lodge on the face of the globe. 

The right to visit, masonical!y, is an absolute right, but 
may be forfeited or limited by particular regulations.-Const. 
N.Y. 

The right to visit masonically is an absolute right, and duty 
of masons.-Const. Min. 

To visit a lodge, except by such members of Grand Lodge as 
have a constitutional or prerogative right so to do, is a matter 
of favor and not of right; and a. presiding officer should not 

• Put Kasler's Chargo. 
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offend a sitting member by admitting a visitor, if a member 
present shall declare, in open lodge, he cam:10t sit with 
him.-Res. Md., 1854. The true doctrine.-C. F. C. Tenn., 
1856. 

The door of Masonry must be open at the knock of every 
one who has been duly initiated into its mysteries, till he is 
expelled, by a competent power, from the privileges of the 
masonic institution. Re~olved, That * * * is entitled to 
visit all the lodges within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge. 
Mass., 1821. 

It is the opinon of this Grand Lodge, that it is in the power 
of the Master and Wardens of any private lodge, to refuse 
admi!IBion to any visitor of known bad character.--Ru. 
England, 1857. 

Visitation is not the inherent right of a R. A. mason, but 
only a privilege, and that chapters have a right to say who 
they will, and who ihey will not admit, as visitors.-Re.~ Gr. 
Ch. 101/J(J, 1856. 

It is the right of all lodges working under the jurisdiction 
of this Grand Lodge, to admit or reject visiting brethren, as 

_they in their discretion may deem best.-Res. 'Mich., 1857. 

The committee fully concur in the prmciples laid down in 
the resolution of the Grand Lodge of MAINE, declaring that 
the right (so called) to visit masonically, is not an absolute 
right, "but a favor which a Master may concede or refuse at 
his discretion."-C. F. C. Ky., 1857. 

It is wise and expedient for all lodges to receive, at all 
times, the members of sister lodges who are in good stand
ing in their respective lodges.-Res. Mich., 1854. 

Every master mason, who is an affiliated member of a lodge, 
has the right to visit any other lodge as often as he may de
sire to do so.-MACKEY, P. M. L., 257. 

There is no question in our mind but what a lodge has the 
right to prohibit intrueion from visitors at any and all times, 
at its own discretion.-MoBRIB, Am. F. M., iii., 154. 
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It is the right of all lodges to admit or reject visiting 
brethren, as they may deem beRt.~ .Res. Mich., 1857. 

The right to determine upon the propriety of admitting a 
visiting brother, is a prerogative which every regular lodge 
should possess.-Ind., 1820. 

The lodge has the right to determine who shall visit it.
SwtoERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

Masons made under a· dispensation have a· right to. visit 
warranted lodges, while such dispensation is in f9rce; but no 
longer, until they belong to some warranted lodge themselves. 
-Dzuon, 1772. 

No member of another lodge, or non~ffiliated mason, has a 
right to visit a lodge, if any member of that lodge, who is 
then present, shall object to it.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., x., 364. 

The Master may admit or reject visiting·brethren, without 
order or assent of his lodge.-FENTON, G. M. Mich., 1859. 

Our brethren in MARYLAND have stated all the reaso1~, and 
stated them as strongly as they can; yet we think them insuf
ficient to authorize the setting aside the old law of this juris
diction, which says, in 11ubstance, that a worthy a!Eliated 
brother has a right to visit any lodge open in any of the 
degrees which he has had. conferred· upon bim.-Mni.EN, 
C. F. C. Mi&s., 1855, 

On this subject we fully agree with · our distinguished 
brother (MBLLBN) of. Mtssi88IPPI. The fact is; aa we under
stand it, masons are all members of one great family, Qlld no 
member of the household can properly be depriv-ed of any uf 
the privileges 1\nd immunities of the fra~J:nal circle, until he 
forfeits them by his own misconduc~.-SroREB, C. F. C. 
Conn., 1856. 

While this Grand Lodge acknowledges the genernl priv
ilege of masons in good standing to visit any lodge in this 
jurisdiction, or elsewhere, it is still the right and prerogative 
of the Master of a lodge to refuse admission to.visitors during 
the progress of a masonic trial, or other private business.
Ru. Conn., 1858. 

I 
~ 
I 
I 
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Your committee · have no doubt of the legal right of the 
Master, on his own responsibility, to exclude, t!lmporarily, · 
any mason, whether a member of his own lodge or other• 
wise, if, in his judgment, his admi88ion to, or continuance 
within the lodge, will disturb its peace and harmony. . Sncb 
exclusion does. not affect the masonic standing of the brother, 
nor require any previous action of the lodgc.-LEwls, Com., 
N. Y.,1855. 

It is the rigb.i of a brother; i.n good standing, to visit all reg
ular lodges; but it is also the right of a lodge to refuse such 
visit, if, in their opiniol!, their peace and harmony may be 
disturbcd.-N. Y., 1858. . 

Any resolution defining the rigid of a brother to visit a 
lodge of his brother masons, is contrary to the spirit 0f 
Freemasonry. We all know that a visiting brother must ask 
admittance before he can enter, and that implies the power 
to refuse.-BBQWN, C. F. C. Fla., 1858. 

The Grand Lodge of ENot..um, in 1813, was on the point of 
withdrawing the charter from a lodge for refusing admittance 
to certain brethren as visitors. The lodge apologized, by 
pleading ignorance of the "General Law."* The Board ot 
General Purposes of that Grand Lodge resolved: "that it is 
the undoubted right of every mason, who is well known or 
properly vouched, to visit any lodge, during the time it is 
opened for general masonic business, observing the proper 
forms to be attended to on such occasions, and so that the 
Master may not be interrupted ·in the performance of his · 
duty." 

In our opinion, the admission of visitors into a lodge, is a 
matter of favor, and n!;>tofright.-MoRRis, C. F. C. Ky., 1855. 

Lodges have the right to admit or rej~Jct visiting brethren. 
Mich., 1857~ The Master may permit or refuse admission.-
D. G. M. Ireland, 1857. 

·our conclusion is, that when a visitor is a mason in good 
standing, a member of a lo.dge, and is vouched for, or submita 

• Note &o l'lllanolf, by Dll. OuvJ:R. 
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to an examination, and proves himself satisfactorily, by the 
· proper tests, to be a mason, he has a rig/a to visit at his 

pleasure any lodge, when opened for general masonic pnr
poses.-ADAliB, C. F. C. La., 1858. 

Visitation is a conventional right. The terms on which 
it may be enjoyed, are dictated by the Grand Lodge.-C. W. 
MooRE, 1844. 

Any brother properly avouched, and duly qualified in tho 
degree a lodge is occupied upon at any meeting, shall, of right, 
be entitled to admission thereto.-Const. Ireland. 

If the Master deem the objections reasonable, he has power 
to refuse admiBBion to a visitor.-Ohio, 1837. 

A Master should not admit any visitors to whom objections 
arc made by any of his members.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1852. 
Com. Juris. do. Grand Lodge do. 

According to our understanding of the rights of a mason, 
the right of visitation cannot be denied him, unless objec
tions are made on moral grounds purely. We believe that a 
mason, in good standing, cannot be denied the right to "'\<isit, 
under any circumstances, according to the laws and constitu
tions of the order.-HYNEKAN, Mir. and Key., 1859. 

Every mason, in good standing, we believe, has a right to 
visit lodges when at labor. A lodge cannot exclude them 
without wronging them.-BIERCE, C. F. C. Ohio, 1856. 

The right (so called) to visit masonically, is not an absolute 
right, but .a favor which every lawful mason, in good stand
ing, is entitled to ask, and which the Master may concede or 
refuse, at his discretion; and no Master of a lodge under this 
jurisdiction shall admit a visitor, when positive objection to 
such admission is made by a regular member, or a lodge.
Res. Me., 1857. Cal., 1856. Rejected by La., 1858. This we 
bold to be the correct view of the subject.-PARVIN, C. F. C. 
l.owa,1858. 

Your committee fully concur in the principles laid down in 
this resolution.-McCoRKLx, C. F. C. Ky., 1857. 



The right to visit lll380nically, is not inalienable, and may 
be impaired; every master mason, in good standing, has the 
right to ask and receive this privilege, unless in the judgment 
of the Master there are valid reasons for withholding it. No 
Master of a lodge under this jurisdiction shall admit a visitor, 
when positive objection is made by a lodge or a member 
which, in the judgment of the Master, justifies his exclusion 
-Res. Me., 1858. 

Bight of a Viaitiq Brother to see Charter. 

It is genernlly conceded that a brother making application 
to visit a lodge, has the right to pee the charter of such lodge. 
It is not only his right to see it, but it is his duty to carefully 
examine it. The rule in this jurisdiction, (.MASSA.cHUsE:'l'TB,) 
requires the brother to produce his own papers, before he 
has a right to call for those of the lodge he proposes to visit. 
We believe the rule to be a consistent one. 

In 1856, WILSON, Grand Master of CANAD..L, decided, that a 
visiting brother had a right to see the charter, before allow
ing himself to be examined, and that it was his duty to care
fully inspect it before entering the lodge. 

It is not only the right, but the duty of every strange vis
itor, carefully to inspect the warrant of Constitution before he 
enters a lodge. On such a demand being made by a visitor, 
every lodge is bound to comply with the requisition, and pro
duce the instrument. The same rule applies to lodges 1mder 
dispensation.-MACKBY, P. M. L.,.259. 

A visiting brother, having presented his Grand Lodge cer
tificate, has a right to see the charter of the lodge.-Const. 
Mi:Jsa. 

Avouchal for Visitors. 

According to the .Masonic Ritual, no visitor can be admit
ted into a lodge, without strict trial, due examination, or law
ful information. 

The Masters of subordinate lodges in this jurisdiction, are 
instructed to permit no visitor to be admitted without a pre-
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'Vioua examination, unleu be can. be vouched for by a. brother 
who has •t with him in open lodge, or; if the avouchment·be 
made in consequence of private. e:mminntion, tmlesa ·'the 
brother, so vouching, be kno.wn to the .prosiding: offiiler aa a 
akillful and experienced mason; and unleasH be;.stated.tlud 
previous to the said private examination~ all the requirement& 
of this Grand Lod~, iu:. relation to ee:riifieatee, &c., have been 
fully complied with.-8. C., 1853. 

No visitor, however well ~eel. in .¥asonry, shall be ad
.mitted into a lodge, unless he is personally known to, or ;well 
.vouched and recommended by, one of that lodge pro~~~ 
Eng., 17~ •. 

To· prevent evil consequences, Masters • of lodges wm ·pei'
mit no mason to veuch for a brother· when visiting a lodge, 
without having sat in open lodge with him, m1less examined 
by him under the sanction of authority of the Master, given 
in open lodge.-Const. Iowa. 

No visitor shall be admitted into a lodge, unless he be per
sonally known or recommended, or well vouched· for, and, 
after due examination, by one or more of the brethren preaent, 
&c.-C011Sts. Ca. and J:;ng. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, no visitor can be per
mitted to take his seat in a lodge·, on the strength of being 
·avouched for by a brother, unless that brother has 'sat in 11. 

lodge with him; otherwise he must be regularly examined 'by 
a committee of the lodge, and the lodges in this jurisdiction 
are so instructed.-Res. Miss., 1856. · 

A brother must have sat in open lodge with another, be
fore he can properly avouch for him.-SxiTH, G. M. Arl., 
1856. 

·· Masters 'of lodges under this jurisdiction shall not· pehnit 
their members to vouch for visiting brethren; miless tiley 
have sat in a lodge with them; otherwise they shall reqitite 

· ench visiting brethren to undergo strict examination by a 
competent ccmmittee.-Res. Tenn., 1857. 
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IE a positive role is to be laid down, it would be better to . 
aay, that no visitor shall be admitted into a lodge, except witk 
the avouchment of a well-known and skillful mason, or upon 
examination by a committee.-MAcll:u, S. C., 1856. 

Master~~ shall not permit members to vouch for visiting 
brethren·, unless they have sat in lodge with them; other
wise, they shall require a strict and rigid examination by " 
committee appointed for the purpose.-Penn., 1828. 

Masters of lodges under this jurisdiction she.ll not permit 
the members of lodges to vouch for visiting brethren, unle88 
they have sat in a lodge with them; otherwise, they she.ll re
quire such visiting brethren to undergo a strict and rigid 
examination by a competent committee.-.Res. Ala., 1854. 

The 0. F. C. of MI8BIBBIPPI, (.lrUI.Lu,) 1856, approves the 
above. This is in accordance with ancient Masonry.-
C. F. C. Tenn., 1856. 

A Master is not at liberty to admit a visitor on his personal 
declaration that he is a mason, even though that declaration 
be accompanied with a Grand Lodge certificate. The visitor 
must first prove hie qualifications for admi88ion by the ordi
uary tests of a personal examination, or be vouched for by a 
brother, on unmistakable evidence, that he is a mason.-
C. W. MooRE, 1848. 

It is improper for an individual mason to examine a trav
eling brother, for the purpose of vouching for him to visit a 
lodge, without being appointed by the Master, or presiding 
officer, for that purpose; nor shaH any such voucher be taken 
so as to admit a visiting brother; nor the avouchment of any 
brother, unless he bas previollSly been in a lodge with tho 
brother proposing to visit.-R.. Ohio, 1850. Neb., 1858. 

A demit in the hands of one who cannot pass himself upon 
examination, is not sufficient evidence upon which to recog
nize him as a mason.-Texas, 1858. 

Rule for avoucbal : 1. If you have sat in open lodge with 
him in the degreo indicated; or, 2. Ifsome known mason de-
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dares to yon that he has sat with him as aforesaid; or 3. If 
you have examined him under special authority from the 
Master or Warden, you may lawfnlly vouch for him; other· 
wise, not.-MouiS, Am. F. M., ii., 127. 

It is my order that no strange brother be admitted as a vis
itor, unless vouched for by some brother present, who will 
positively state that he has sat with him in a regular lodge, 
or unless the visitor shall pass a thorough aDJ. scrutinizing 
examination.-Buc~~:, G. M. IU. 1858. 

1 
I 



MASONIC OF~,ENSES. 

----·----
!'A KASON is obliged by his tenure to obey the Moral 

Law;"* therefore, any violation of that law, is s masonic 
offense. He is obliged to be a good man and true; to be a 
peaceable subject to the civil powers, whercyer he resides or 
works; never to be concerned in plots and conspiracies 
against the peace and welfare of the u.ation; nor to behave 
himself undutifully to inferior magistrates; to obey his ma
sonic rulers, supreme and subordinate, in their several eta. 
tiona; to work honestly; to avoid wrangling and quarreling, 
slander and backbiting;* to conform to all the established 
usages and customs of the fraternity ;t and is charged to in
culcate the three great duties-to God, to his neighbor, and 
to himself.t He is also bound to the institution, and to its 
members, by certain specific obligations. A violation of any 
of these duties or obligations, is a masonic offense, and ren
ders the brother so violating, liable to masonic punishment. 

Masonry will not take cognizance of religious or political 
offenses. Heresy is not a masonic crime. * * * When
ever an act done by a mason is contrary to, or subversive of, 
the three great duties which Jie owes to God, his neighbor, and 
himself, it becomes at once a subject of masonic investigation, 
and of masonic punishment. Besides these offenses, * * * 
are unseemly and irreverent conduct in the lodge; imprudent 
conversation in relation to Masonry, in presence of the unin
itiated; wrangling, quarreling, backbiting, slander; improper 
revelations, undue solicitations for candidates ; angry and 
over-zealous arguments in favor of Masonry, with its enemies; 
every act which tends to impair the unsullied purity of the 
order ; want of reverence for, and obedience to, masonic su
periors; the expression of a contemptuous opinion of the 

• Ancient Charges. t Interrogatory to Candidates. :J: Cbargo at JnitiaUoo. 
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iDstitution; all countenance of imposters; and lastly, holding 
masonic communion with clandestine masons, or visiting 
irregular lodges.-lfAcxBY, U. M. L., :r.vii., 303. 

An offense against the momllat~t, as revealed in the "Great 
Light,'' is a masonic offense. So is a violation of the particu
lar injunctions in our rituals, by-la.ws, rules and regulstiona.
C. Moon, Mas. Rev., viii., 313. 

Intemperance, :E'rofanity, Duelinc, Slander, and Oamblina. 

These are offenses of which a lodge can, 11.nd Bhould; taktl 
cognizance, and for which a brother is amenable to discipline, 
an!l, if found guilty, may be punished, eveQ. to e:r.pulsi.Q~·frOJn 
t.h.e order. . 

PBOPAMITr.-What olfense appears to you mote than all 
others, the most unmasonic? A.118. Profane swearing, -beyond 
a doubt~MoRRis, A.m. F. M., iii., 17. · 

Profanity, if persisted in; subjects to discipline,-Res. Md., 
1854. Res. Oregon, 1855. &s. N. Y., 1854. 

Duty of Master to admonish for profanity.-Tenn., 1857. 
Brother V. fined - for swearing. Brother A.j the same.-~ 
Records, 1799. GroBBly unmasonic.-lnd.,1853. A reprehen
sible vice.-10tm, 1858. A mason guilty of profanity, violates 
his duty as a mason, and forfeits his tenure to the rights and 
benefits of Masonry . .:......C. MooRE, 1855. · · ·· 

Abstain from profane language, which you &-e aU aw~~ ·.is 
strictly forbidden, and contrary to the· leBBona which we ~ 
taught in the masonic temple.-G. M, q{N, C., 18{)3.. 

A mason guilty of profane swearing, forgets bia firs1. aDd 
highest duty . ...-.~. C. F. C. Mills.i 1856. 

lNTEXPl!:RJ.NCE.---'Duty of Master to reprimand, ·.in open 
lodge, any member· guilty of intemperance. Persistence in, 
subjects· to suspension or expwsion.-Res. Ha., 1856. SUB
pension for minor offenses, and expulsion for confirmed habii. 
·drunk:enness.-Reg. Tenn., 1857. Duty of lodges to correct 
evils of in members.-Ind., 1853. Lodges will be e!ltitleQ. to 
much credit for checking the vice of e:r.ceBBive drinking, to 



the extent of their JDeaiiii.-HvDABD, Ohio, 1861. We are 
pleased to see that the Gnmd Lodge of FwJUDA has taken 
strong grounds.-C. F. C. Ind., 1855. Temperance, first virtue 
enumerated in Kuomy aa c:ardinal.-AND&RBON, G. M. lJl., 
1855.-

Lodges are requested to root out the evil of intemperance 
from among them.-Ru. IJl., 1856. This crying evil is too 
much tolerated by our brethren.-BuCK:, G. M. do., 1858. A 
known intemperate man ought. not to be received. If a 
brother becomea intemperate, he should be promptly dealt 
with. With traffic in, and use of alcohol, Masonry bas no 

• rigM to interfere; neither can it be made an objection to a 
candidate, if he be in other respects worthy. We cannot 
make the total abstinence principle a test for admission, any 
more than we could the creed of a religious or political sect. 
--8Jil'fH1 Editor .A.. Landmark, 1849. 

Retail traffic in intoxicating drinks, is demoralizing in its 
tendency, opposed to the principles of the- order, and incon
sistent with the masonic cbaracter.-Ala., 1856. 

Intemperance in Masonry is immorality, and should be 
treated as such.~WIGERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

If any brother should be so void of shame as to disguise 
himself with liquor, or shall come disguised to the lodge, be 
shall pay a fine of two shillings, and be dismissed for the 
night; and the next lodge night that be comes, he shall be 
~~everely reprimanded, and dealt with according· to the man
ner of masons.-By-law 1764 · 

· ·Your committee are decidedly of opinion that in legislating 
on the subject of temperance, the Grand Lodge of ILLINoiS has 
overetepped the mark.-C, F. C. of R. L, 1858. 
- For engaging in traffic intoxicating liquors, liable to strict 
discipline.'-Res. Ottgon, 18G7. 

Lodges are recommended· to use their utmost infiuence to 
1uppress the use of ardent spirits by members of the frater• 
nity, and others.-Ru. Ind., 1828. 

RlfiOlwd, That thia-Gnod Lodge recauunend to the sevet"al 
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subordinate lodges under this jurisdiction, that they dispense 
with the use of ardent spirits at their regular and other 
meetings.-N. H., 1827. 

Resolved, That the first cardinal virtue, temperance, be par
ticularly attended to by members of this, and its subordinate 
lodgea.-N. H., 1849. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of all subordinate lodges under 
this jurisdiction to restrain intemperance among their mem
bers, if there be any guilty of this practice, and to correct 
the evilB thereof to the extent of their authority.-N. Y., 1854. 

Resolved, That intemperance in the use of intoxicating 
drinks is an infraction of masonic obligation, and is a good • 
and legitimate cause for discipline, and should be punished 
as other oft"euses.-Or<!gon, 1855. 

In 1855, the Grand Lodge of INDllNA. confirmed the expul
sion of a member of a lodge, for being engaged in retailing 
spirituousliquors.-Vitk Pro., 1855. And in 181i8, the same 
action was taken for being engaged in the manufactriring of 
whiskey.-Vitk Pro., 1858. 

Imperative duty of masons to abstain from gambling, pro
fane swearing, intemperance, and evil speaking.-Res. La., 
1856. Any kind of gambling or betting is unmasonic, and 
subjects the offender to admonition, suspension, or expulsion. 
-Ru. lnd., 1818. 

The vices of gambling and intemperance are in direct vio
lation of masonic principles and morality, and lodges are re
quired to bring to immediate account any member known to 
indulge in them.-Res. Iowa, 1855. 

Intemperance, profanity, and gambling, are derogatory to 
the principles of Freemasonry, and lodges are urged to en
force the ancient usages for their suppreBBion.-Texa.•, 1847. 

A lodge has power, and it is its duty to expel, or suspend 
for drunkenness, or for gambling.- Texas, 1852. 

Slander subjects to expulsion.-Tenn., 1857. Gambling 
unmasonic, and should 10t be tolerated.-lb. 
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Lodges may reprimand, suspend, or expel, for mtemper
ance, profanity, or gambling.-.Res. Ill., 1857. &$. Ark., 1856. 
High offenses in Masonry. Deserve severe discipline.-Gr. 
Chap. N. Y., 1854. 

The practice of dueling is repugnant to the principles of 
Freemasonry, and in all cases where two brethren resort to 
this mode of settling their disputes, it becomes the duty of 
the lodge or lodges of which they are members, forthwith to 
expel them from all the rights and privileges of Masonry, 
subject, as USllal, to the confirmation of the Grand Lodge.-
8. C., 1848. Cal., 1854. 

Non-pa:yment of Dues. 
It is the duty of every mason to belong to some lodge, and 

to contribute his proportion toward its support; unless, for 
good and sufficient reason, he be excused for the same. 

If a member neglects or refuses to pay his dues, he may be 
adjudged guilty of a masonic misdemeanor, and punished ac
cordingly. 

The usual penalty for such neglect or refusal, and the one 
which is considered the most proper and just, is," suspension 
from membership," or " exclusion from the lodge." Expulsion 
is almost universally considered as too severe a punishment 
for the offense. 

No member of a lodge shall be expelle4 from the masonic 
fraternity for non-payment of arrears, but may be suspended 
from membership.-Const. 8. C. 

No lodge under this jurisdiction shall suspend or expel a 
member from the rights of Masonry for non-payment of dues. 
The highest penalty fi>r such delinquency, shall be forfeiture, 
or suspension, of membership.-Constf. Vt., Mass., and Maine. 

Arrears for one year's dues shall subject a member to be 
stricken from the roll of Iris lodge, and the member shall 
thereupon become non-affiliated; but no act of censure, sus
peusioll, or expulsion, shall be pronounced thereon, for non-· 
payment of dues only.~Const. N. Y. Same in MINNBSO'U., 

except words censure and suspension. 



. The peaalty af expullion for non-pa.ymeDt ofa~eaw is ab
rogated by this Grand Lodge, and the only punishment to be 
heteafter inflicted for such defalcation, shall be ~ discha.rge 
from membership.-8. C., 1845. · 

: The Graud ~e of N BW JERSJilY permits suspenaiou. or ex-
\ pulsion for non-payment of dues.-Vide CO'n~. . 

In NinmiC.uoLDI'A, the''S&Yerest penalty alloW-ed bt sueh 
oases is dismemberahip: 
. No member of a subordinate lodge shall iWJ suspetided• or 

expelled for non-payment of dues; bnt a member may be 
stricken from the roll of membership for. refusing tO pay hia 
dues.-Const. Fla. 

No lodge~ expel a member for non-payment of dues; 
and though the privilege is conceded of suspending, it is re. 
commended that, i,n ordinary cases, resort he only had to sus
pension or deprivation of membership.-Con•t. D. C. 

The Constitution of LouiSIANA permits a lodge to strike 
from its roll of members any brother in arrears for one year., 
and who is able to pay his dues. If he pays all arrearages 
within six months after notice of such action, his membership 
is renewed; otherwise he can renew it only by p~ying all 
arrearages, and petitioning in regular form for affiliation 

The Grand Lodge of Omo directs the suspension of every 
member in arrears for dues, and if he does not discharge 
them within a reasOnable time, he shall be expelled. 

Suspension for non-payment ·of dlles works an absolute for
feiture, for the time being, of all masonic privileges.-Comt. 
Ind.* 

No lodge shall expel a. member from the rights of Masonry 
for non-payment ·of dues. The penalty fo1· such delinquency 
shall be forfeiture or suspension of membership.-Const. !Vii. 

The penalty for non-payment of dues shall be, ineligibility 
to vote or hold office, or suspension, at the option of the Iollge. 
-.-Canst. l!IW-

. • -Tills Gi'l•~ull.od&• ·lmpliecllf permilll ~ lOr l!.oo...p&ymcn. <' 4-.-
o.w.c. 



• 

T~e Oonatituti<ma of CALIFouu. and OUGO!r forbid expul
sion or suspension Cor non-payment of dues, but permit strik
ing from the roll of members. 

Every lodge has the power of excluding* a member for 
grotl8, immoral, or infamous conduci, or for non-payment of 
dues.-Con.!t. Ca. 

Any member of the lodge neglecting or refusing to pay his 
dues for one year, may be stricken from the roll thereof, by a 
v~ of the· lodge, at a stated meeting.-&andard B·y-lav:& 
N.Y., 1858. 

No member more than twelve months in arrears shall be 
eligible to any office, or allowed to vote at the election of of
ficers. Every. member, twelve months in ~s, shall be 
notified ofit. by· the &eretar,., and if he then fails to dis
charge the same,_ his name shall be publicly read at three suc
cessive stated communications, and if his arrears be not then 
paid, his ~t;l shall be erased rrom the roll, and he shall no 
longer be considered a member of the lodge.-&andard By-
lafD& 8. c., 1856. -

We know no reason why a lodge should not suspend from 
lin the rights of Masonry those who do not abide by all the 
mles and regulations of the lodge, if she deem it expedient, 
when the Grand Lodge has not prescribed a particular pun
ishnient.-MEUEN, C. F. C. Miss., 1856. 

Members can only be suspended for non-payment of dues 
after regular trial upon a charge for such offense, although 
the by-laws may provide that suspension should be the pen
alty for non-payment.-R.IcE, D. G. M. Ga., 1854. 

This (~bove) accords with the views of our Grand Lodge. 
We hold that no brother can be punished until convicted, nor 
convicted without a fair trial.-PnXINs, C. F. C. lA., 1856. 

The by-laws of each lodge shall designate the amount of 
dues so aaseseed., and the 'time for the payment thereof, which 
shall be considered sufficient notice to each membel-. And 

• Adurioll bete s1gn111~1flllo MillO )IQDisbmea' .,. " saspenaloll <I member
llhip, Ill t.be 11qi1eol Slates 
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it is hereby made the imperative duty of the Master to cause 
the Secretary to enter "suspended" every member· who shall 
be in arrears, and forthwith to notify him of the same; if 
within a reasonable time thereafter, as the lodge may deter
mine, the member so suspended does not discharge his dues, 
he shall be expelled. Suspension or expulsion for non-pay
ment of dues, works an absolute forfeiture, for the time being, 
of all masonic privileges.-Const. Neb. 

Your committee believe that the " discharging from mem
bership," as a penalty for non-payment of dues, is a modern 
innovation, and that the ancient mode of suspension should 
always be adopted.-Com. 1011Ja, 1848. 

It is the privilege and duty of a lodge to dealseverely with 
members in heavy arrears for dues.~WIGERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

Every member that does not pay his quarterage, the first 
night, or second night, at farthest, of the quarter, if present, 
shall be excluded from membership, and all privileges of the 
lodge.-By-latDs 1733. 

Expulsion for non-payment of dues is unauthorized by 
usage, or the general laws of the craft. An unjust practice. 
-C. W. MooRE. 

Lodges have no right to suspend a member for non-pay
ment of dues. The penalty for such delinquency shall be 
dismissal from membership.-Md. 

Contrary to the spirit of Freemasonry to SllBpend from priv
ileges of Masonry generally fornon-paymentof duea.-GBDGB, 
G. M. La., 1852. 

Suspension is the highest penalty known to be inflicted for 
the non-payment of dues.-Washington Convention, 1842. 

A member who is in arrears for duee accruing before and 
after suspension, is liable therefor. A lodge rna], and has the 
power to, remit the dues of a worthy indigent brotber.
Ht:BBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

It is an error to suppose that a persistence in not payiog 
dues to a lodge involves no moral delinqueJWY. Such a 
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knowing delinquency becomes a willful violation of the by
laws.-.lb. 

Expulsion, for non-payment of dues, is too severe a penalty. 
Ind., 1857. 

Any lodge shall have the right to remit to indigent mem
ber~ all dues whatever.-Reg. Ill. 

Exclusion from the lodge, for a definite or indefinite period, 
for non-payment of dues, (or, as sometimes called, ruspemion 
from the lodge, or t1"08Urt from the roll,) is pronounced, not after 
a trial, but by a provision of the by-laws of the lodge, and 
does not affect the standing of the member excluded, with 
relation to the craft in general. Suspension from the rights 
and benefits of Masonry, for non-payment of dues, is entirely 
at variance with the true principles of the order. The pen
alty should only be a suspension of rights as to his own lodge, 
and should not affect the right of visiting other lodges, or 
any other right inherent in him as a mason.-MACKEY, U. M. 
L., xvii., 311. 

A brother suspended for non-payment o~ dues, pays only 
the amount he owed at the time he was suspended.-MoRRIS, 
.Am. F. M., ii., 187. 

We have our doubts as to both the legality and the pro
priety of expulaion for non-payment of dues; though we have 
never heard the righl questioned.-0. Mooax, Mas. Rev., 
vi., 86. 

Suspension or expulaion should not be inflicted for non
payment of dues.-C. F. C. Fla., 1850. 

A member removing from the jurisdiction, and neglecting 
to pay his dues for one year, may be suspended without 
notice.-Ru. Va., 1858. 



MASONIC PUNISHMENTS. 

Tm: only punishments recognized in Masonry, are fine:J, 
reprimand, (or admonition,) suspenlion, and upulsion. 

A lodge or brother offending against any law or regulation 
of the craft, or of the Grand Lodge, to the breach of which no 
penalty is attached, shall, at ·the discretion of the Grand 
Lodge, (or subordinate lodge having jurisdiction of the case,) 
be subject to admonition, suspension, or expulsion.-C011st. 
Mas.•. • 

The Constitution of WrscoNSIN has the same provision, ex
cept the clause enclosed in parenthesis. That of CANADA is 
nearly the same, in substance. 

H the brother charged with offending be found guilty, the 
lodge is required, as justice shall demand, to reprimand the 
offender, suspend or expel him from all the rights and priv
ileges of Masonry, until a thorough reformation takes place. 
-Canst: N. H. . 

And, on conviction, may punish th:3 offender by reprimand, 
suspension, or exclusion, as they may deem proper. But if 
he shall be deemed w'orthy of expulsion, the matter shall be 
reported to the next annual communication of Grand Lodge 
for its action.-Const. Ga. 

Subordinate lodges not only possess the power, but it 
shall be their express duty to take cognizance of brethretl 
within their vicinities, and to suspend or expel from the priv
ileges of the order, any brother who shall he found guilty of 
unmasonic conduct.-Con.'lt. Ohio. 

The penalties imposed by masonic law, are: 1st. Repri
mand, which may be done privately, or in open lodge, by the 
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llaater; 2d. Suspension, which is either limited or indefillite; 
and 3a,, Expulsion, which always implies .a termination not 
only of his masonic intercourse and coDDection with the body 
inflicting it, but from the masonic fraternity, unleu an appeal 
be made.-Const. Min. 

Punishments are of three kinds: lat. Reprimand. 2d. Bus
pension, which is ·always inbjiniU. 3d. Expulsion. When 
the lodge has voted reprimand, the Master shall immediately 
proceed to · administer· the ·reproof. If the· punishment be 
suspension, it shal! remain until abrogated. If it be expul· 
sion, it shall be submitted to the Grand Lodge, at ita nert 

.tsession, for approval and confirmation, bqt shall not take 
effect until a1Hrmed by the Grand Lodge; but shall, in the 
'mear. time, operate as a suapenaion.-Const. Im.m. 

Every subordinate lodge posseases ~e inherent right of 
suspending and expelling any of ita members for unmaaonic 
conduct, or a: violation of ita particular ntles and by-laws;

. &g: Ten11. The infringement of these regulations (by-laws 
and regulations of a lodge) cannot be punished further than 

· a forfeiture of membership. The lodge itself can go no fur· 
ther. If, however, the offense be of such magnitude as to 
-de~~i!rve !!USpepsiop. or ~ulsion, then a r~ trial. mll8t be 
had.-Com. MillS., 1857. 

-'!'46 Committee on Jurisprudence of the Grand Lodge of 
IowA, for 1857, say: "No brother can be divested of any 
Jodge privileges by nny general law of a subordinate lodge, 
but that he must. be suspended, if done at all, by a two-thirds 
vote of the .members of the lodge present." This anlfWer 
w~ given to the question, whether it· was neceBSary to take a 
vote of the lodge to suspend a .member for non-payment of 

' dues, when the by-laws say the same shall operate as a for-
feiture of membership. We think the Committee are right in 
saying.that a lodge must 'vote upon the question. The pun
ishmont for forgery is imprisonment, bnt the punishment is 
:110t inflicted until the forger is declared guilty, by competent 
.authoriw.-Ca,t.n, MM. Jour. -l-857. 
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When a member of a lodge has been tried upon charges 
preferred against him, and has been found guilty, and sus
pended or expelled by a vote of his lodge, from that time his 
right to mJ.sonic intercourse ceases; the judgment of the 
lodge remains in full force and effect, until reversed on 
appeal.-N. Y., 1857. 

The ARKANSAS C. F. C., (PmE,) 1854, contends that there is 
no such thing as punU/unents known in Masonry, and hence 
definite suspensions are improper; that a brother is worthy 
to belong to a lodge, or he is not. If not worthy, the six or 
twelve month's suspension is no certain guaranty that he will 
become worthy at the end of that time; that suspensions are 
for the purpose of giving an opportunity for reformation, and 
are resorted to for this purpose in place of expulsion. The 
MI88ISSIPPI C. F. C., (MELLEN,} 1856, approves of the above. 

In the Grand Lodge alone resides the power of erasing 
lodges, and expelling brethren from the craft, a power which 
it does not delegate to any subordinate authority in England. 
-Const. Eng. 

An offending brother shall be punished by admonition, cen
sure, fine, or exclusion.-lb. 

Expulsions and indefinite suspensions are the only proper 
judgments of a lodge.-MEIJ..EN, 1856. 

Entered apprentices and fellow crafts, if found guilty, 
should be expelled or suspended from all the rights and ben
efits of Masonry-not from the lodge as a member, for they 
cannot be members.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1851 . 

. A. censure is the mildest form of punishment that can be 
inflicted by a lodge. A. reprimand is the next mildest form 
of masonic punishment. It should never be adopted on mere 
motion, but always be the result of a regular trial. A repri
mand, whether public or private, does not affect the masonic 
standing of the offender. Exclusion, for a single meeting, 
does not affect masonic ~tanding of person excluded. Exclu
sion, (or suspension from the lodge,) or erasure from the roll, 
for non-payment of dues, does not affect standing, with. refa. 
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tioo to the craft in general. Tho former does not abrogate 
the connection between the membl'r and his lodge, but places 
his rights in abeyance only; the latter terminates all connoo
tion between delinquent and his lodge.-M.a.cuv. 

A reprimand once ordered to be inflicted, cannot afterward 
be reconsidered, any more than a ballot once declared can be. 
-HALL, G. M. Texas, 1858. 

The only penalties known to Freemasonry, are expulsions, 
suspensions, and reprimands.-Yt., 1834. MoBRIB, Ccxk, 145. 

Fines. 

The imposition of pecuniary punishment, m. the form of 
jinu, though it has the sanction of antiquity, and, until the 
present century, general custom, is now quite generally dis
continued. While we are far ftom considering them "unma
sonic," or "contrary to the spirit of li'reemasonry," we ch~er
fully acquiesce in the general opinion, that reprimand, or 
suspension, is more consistent with the principles which 
should govem in the punishment of masonic offenses. 

Members not attending, when appointed, on a committee, 
shall forfeit four shillings.-By-laws, 1757. * (Nine similar 
penalties enumerated in the same code.) 

No lodge is permitted to make masons for less fee than one 
guinea and a half, under penalty of a fine of one guinea and a 
half for each offense.-Con>t. lrelarul, 1836. (Several similar 
penalties prescribed in the same Constitution.) 

Though not objectional1lc, it may, nevertheless, upon a re
consideration, and recuiTence to other authorities, be found 
to be more masonic to omit them.-P A.UL REvERE, G. M. Mass., 
1795. 

The Grand Master of Noii.TH OA.B.OLnu., (JENKINs,) 1851, 
disapproves of imposing fines, for non-attendance on lodge 
meetings; in which opinion the C. F. C. of NEW You, (HATCH,) 
1852, agrees with him. 

• Wo do aot remember uamlnlng a singlo code of. by-laws nf the Jut 0011· 
tnry, in which llnee were not recognized 118 a masonic punlshment.-G. W. C. 
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The impoaiug of fines, by the lodge, is not contrary to ma
sonic law or usage. The opinion is very prevalent, :that fines 
are unmasonic. I have held this opinion myself; but, after 
fuller investigation, I cannot find anything in the Constitu
tions of Masonry to forbid them. On the contrary, in the 
present Constitutions of the Grand Lodges of ENGLAND, IRE
LAND, and ScoTLAND, fines are expressly recognized, and pro
vided for.*-RocKWELL, D. G. M. Ga.. 1857. 

- All fines in masonie lodges are uncoDBtitutioDaL-La., 1854. 

The imposition of pecuniary fines for the non-performance 
of masonic duties, we do not consider in accordance with the 
principles or spirit of !faoonry.-.Ark., 1847. Iowa, 1848. 
Texas, 1854. 

It is contrary to the principles of Freemasonry, to inflict pe
cuniary fines for non-3ttimdance.-lliCKEY, Jaioon,l5. 

Fines and pecuniary punishments, in Masonry, are ill~l. 
-MoRBJs, Am. F. M. ii.,l70. Fines are unmaliOnic.-.Ib., iii., 
168. 

H any brother propose anything which he knows to have 
been rejected in this loJge, * * * the said brother shall 
pay a fine of two shi'lings and six pence for the first offense, 
:five shillings for the second, * * *.-By-laws Lodge of Anti-
qvity, London, 1791. · 

Reprimand. 

A censure, admonition, or, more properly speaking, a repri
mand, is the mildest form of masonic punishment, except that 
of a fine. It is administered for light offenses, and where 
suspension would be too severe a punishment. It may be 
either private, (that is, where no one is present, except the 
Master and the offendi11g brother,) or public, (that is, in th) 
presence of the whole lodge,) and may be administered by a 
majority vote, and without a forni:U trial, on charges pre
ferred. 

• :nnee have aiW&YB been recognized IUid pr-.nbed, In tbe OlnstitutloM ot 
CollncuOIJ'l'.-G. W. C. 
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It does not affect the standing of the brother to whom it ia 
.administered, being merely a friendly rtproo/, for a slight de
viation from the line of the masonic square. 

Suspensions. 

Suspension is a term covering a large space in the cata
logue of masonic punishments; and, like that of "imprison
ment," in the civil code, may be of greater or lesa aeverity as 
a punishment. Suspension, of any kind, or degree, should 
not be infiicted, except after a regular trial and conviction, 
on charges duly preferred. 

SUSPENSION or MDBDBBIP.-This deprives the suspended 
brother of all his rights and privileges as a member of the 
lodge suspending him, but does not affect his general standing 
otherwise. His right of visitation is not impaired, even so 
far as the suspending lodge is concerned. He is somewhat 
in the situation of a non-affiliated mason, except that he can
not apply for membership in any lodge, while under such sus
pensicn; neither can any other lodge admit him to member
ship while he remains so suspended. Suspension of mem
bership may be either definite or indefinite. The former is 
usual in cases of suspension for non-payment of dues, (though 
this may, in one sense, be said to be an indefinite suspension,) 
and the brother is restored whenever he pays his arrearageB. 

If mdefinitely suspended from membership, he can only be 
reinstated by specific action on the part of the lodge, either 
on petition, or otherwise. 

FoBFBITURII i'F MnBimBHIP, oR ~ASUBE FROM THE RoLL, 

places the brother in the position of a non-affiliated mason; 
and leaves him at liberty to join any lodge that will receive 
him. To do so, he must apply by regular petition, which 
petition must take the usual course. 

DEFINITE SusPENSION, suspends until the expiration of the 
specified period, when the brother returns to all the rights 
and privileges from which he was suspended, withuut action 
of any kind. His term of punishment having terminated, his 
disability is rell)oved. Definite suspensions, however, except 

u• 
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in cases of non-payment of dues, are now generally considered 
as inconsistent with the spirit of Masonry, and are fast ~ 
coming obsolete. 

INDEFINITE SusPENSION.-A brother indefinitely suspended 
from all the rights and privileges of Masonry, is, for the time 
being, as completely deprived of them, as an expelled mason. 
He has no claims upon the fraternity, as such; nor has his 
family. He is, however, still subject to the disciplinary 
power of Masonry, and may be charged, tried, and expelled, 
for gross misconduct. He can only be reinstated by the 
lodge which suspended him, if it be in existence, which may 
do so at any time, or by petition, or otherwise, at its dis
cretion. 

From this date, no lodge shall suspend any brother for a 
definite time, but all suspensions shall be for indefinite 
periods.-Res. Miss., 1856. Res. Texas, 1857. 

Hereafter, no subordinate lodge, under this jurisdiction, 
shall suspend a member for a definite period; but all suspen
sions shall simply be recorded that, the offender "be and 
is hereby suspended from all the rights, benefits, and priv
ileges of Masonry."-Res. Cal., 1855. 

In 1850, the Grand Master of MISSISSIPPI suspended two 
members of a subordinate lodge from all the privileges of 
Masonry, until reinstated by the Grand Lodge. To th"is the 
C. F. C. of FLORIDA say: that they consider the act an assump
tion of power not warranted by the Constitutions of Masonry; 
that the Grand Master may suspend any lod~e, or officer of 
the lodge, from his official station, for good cause ; but the 
Subordinate or Grand Lodge only have the right to expel a 
member from the privileges of }fasonry. The C. F. C. of 
NEw Yonx, 1851, say: "We think the act ne~ds no defense. 
It is both a power, right, and duty." 

A limited suspension is a different thing; then, the person 
suspended becomes restored on the eXIpiration of his sen
tence, without any action on the part of the lodge, or the 
body inflicting the punishment. This principle, we believe 
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is recognized by all who are entided to be regarded as au. 
thority, and it is OO&ed upon the fact, that the offending 
brother has paid the penalty of his delinquency.-KINa, C. F. 
C. of N. Y., 1853 . 

.! suspension, for a specified time, ceases by ita own limit
ation, so far only as to authorize the delinque11t to present 
his petition to the lodge for a release from hia disability. We 
cannot admit that the expiration of the term of suspension, 
per ~e, restores the delinquent to his privilegea. If the orig
inal cause of the suspension continues, the lodge may refuse 
to restore him; which would be a contin\1&Dce of the suspen
sion. The restoration must be the act of a power equal to 
that of the lodge.-C. W. MooR&. 

The C. F. C. of .A.BIUNIWI, (PID,) 1854, takes the same 
ground as above. · 

Indefinite suspension is illegaL-Mo., 1857. 

Striking name from the roll of members, does not al'ect 
standing, nor debar from any privilege, except membership 
in the particular lodge.-G. M. IA., 1858. 

Where the Grand Master arrested the charter of a lodge, 
and the Grand Lodge suspended the lodge, for one year, and, 
at the end of the time, restored the charter to a part of the 
original members, on petition; held, that the suspension did 
not apply to individuals, but to the lodge, as sudt; that the 
members not included in the restoration of the charter, were 
simply non-at1iliated masons, and could be readmitted to 
membership only in the usual manner.-C. W. MooRE, 1858. 

A mason cannot be suapended from the privileges of Ma
sonry. except on conviction after trial.-G. M.IA., 1857. 

On the question of the right or expediency to suspend 
definitely, we are not prepared to express a decided opinion. 
Something may be said against the expediency, and even 
right, of such a judgment.-MELLEN, Acacia, 1855. 

We have come to the conclusion, that definite suspensions 
should be expelled from our statute book.-lb., 1856. 



Bupension ·ie a deprivation, for the time being; of all ma
aonic privileges.-Walkington C011vmtion, 1842. 

Suspension of a subordinate lodge, by the Grand Lodge, 
only affects the standing of the individual m~mbers so far as 
they participate in disregarding the edicttJ of .the Gnmd 
Lodge, after the first information thereof comes to their 
knowledge; provided such individuals, by their acts; shall not 
have been the cause of the Grand Lodge's saspending the 
lodge.-Res. m., 1847. Res. Ohio, 1848.· 

A member under suspension does not thereby lose his 
right to membership, and is, therefore, iiablE! to pay dues:
HuBBARD, Ohio, 1852. Cum. Juris; do. Grand Lodge do. 

A suspension from membership; by a-subordinate lodge, 
does not require any action of the Grand Lodge to make it 
final.-PARVIN, C. F. C. lOtOO, 1848. 

The practice of suspending from the privileges of Masonry, 
(for non-payment of dues,) without the formalities -of a fi1ir 
and open trial, I believe to be wrong.-GEDGE, G. Jf. La., 
1852. We concur in the opinion.-PARVIN, C~ F. C. Iou'tl, 
1852. 

No brother can be divested of any lodge privileges by any 
general law of a subordinate lodge; but he mUst be sus
pended, if done at all, by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
of the lodge present.-IOtOO, 1857. 

That no member can be suspended or expelled, or other
wise deprived of his rights, without due trial", on charges pre
ferred, is too well settled to be now mscussed.-Mo., 1857. 

By-laws should not provide for ·suspension of membership, 
without due notice.- Texas, 1858. 

Definite suspension does noi terminate connection with the 
craft, but only places it in abeyance. The delinquent is, for the 
time, placed beyond the rale of Masonry; he is deprived of 
all his rights as a master mason. It must always be preceded 
by a trial-MACKEY, U. M. L., xvii., 313. 

By indefinite suspension the person is deprived of all his 
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Jishfa;and privileges as a muon, until the lodge sball see fit, 
by a special action, to reatore him.-MACUY, U. M. L., xvii., 
314. 

Grand Lodges have not Ullll&lly claimed any oontroi over 
eases of 8118peDsion.-MORBIS, .Am. F. M., iii., 14. 

A sentence of suspension can be reconsidered at any time, 
by the proper authority.-MoRRI!, .Am. F. M., iii., 82. 

we are disposed to indefinite suspensions, always, in prefer
ence to definite suspension.-LAWRENCE, Sig. and Jour., 1856. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, every suspension 
should be for an indefinite period of time.-Ru. Va., 1858 • 

.A. suspended member is aaeooble to the laws of the order, 
and may be dealt with ~ the lodge under whose jurisdiction 
he resides, for offenses against our rules, as though no decree 
of suspension had been pronounced against him.-Hu:wwm, 
Ohio, 1852. Cmn.. Juris. do. Grand Lodge do. 

When a mason is suspended for any cause whatever, he is, 
·for the time of such suspension, deharred from all tl1e rights 
and pri'rileges of the order.-Const.Iowa, 1844. 

Suspension from the lodge does not abrogate the connec
tion between the member and his lodge, but places his rights 
in abeyance only.-Ma.CICEY, U. M. L., xvii., 311. 

Suspension from the rights and benefits of Masonry in
cludes also a suspension from the payment of WTears.-

MACKEY, u. M. L., xvii., 315. ' 

EXPULBION.-This is the severest,punishment Jmov.n to 
Masonry, and is only inflict.ed for crimes and offenses of the 
gravest nature. An expelled mason is completely divested 
of every right and privilege he ever enjoyed as a mason ; 
and his family also cease to have any masonic claim upon the 
fraternity. Such a person can only be restored by the Grand 
Lodge, with the consent of the lodge which expelled, and on 
petit.ion duly presented. He can ~er apply to any other 
lodge fer admission, and no other lodge has a. right to receive 
him. He cannot even be rainitiaterl in any lodge. 



A sentence of expulsion does not take effect until oon
Jirmed by the Grand Lodge, though it operates as a suspen
sion in the meantime. 

Expulsion ia the highest masonic penalty that can be im
posed by a. lodge upon any of its delinquent membera. It 
deprives the party expelled of all the rights and privileges 
he ever enjoyed, not only as a member of the lodge ejecting 
him, but of the fraternity at large.-MACKEY, Lexicon, 145. 

All unworthy, or suspended, or expelled masons, arc 
strictly forbidden the privilege of visiting any lodge, of join
ing in any masonic procession, of receiving assistance or re
lief, or masonic burial.-Const. N. Y. 

The wife and children of an expelled mason sustain the 
same relationship to the organized masonic fraternity, that the 
wife and children of any other man do who never was a 
mason.-Com . . Mas. Law, .Ark., 1856. 

A member that has been regularly expelled, for unma.sonic 
concluct, is forever debarred from the privileges of the order. 
No lodge can take further cognizance of, or restore him to his 
prh·ileges, unless by authority of the Grand Lodge.-HUB
BARD, Ohio, 1852. Com. Juris. do. Grand Lodge do. 

The only proper tribunal to impose this heavy punishment, 
is a Grand LOdge. The sentence of the subordinate lodge is 
of no force until its Grand Lodge has confirmed it.-lUCKEY, 
Lexicon, 145 • 

.A. lodge cannot expel a suspended mason without first re
instating him.-MoRRis, .Am. F. M., ii., 178. 

We doubt whether a lodge can expel forever; that is, so 
expel that he can never be restored.-C. MOORE, Mas. Rev., 
xiv., 115. 

No lodge under this jurisdiction, nor any member thereof, 
shall publish, or in any way make known, except to the fra
ternity, or within the lodge, the expulsion of a member, 
further than to state verbally the fact of expulsion, whenever 
the interest of Masonry may seem to demand it.-.&a. N. H., 
1820. 
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Under the .American organization, a brothw suspended from 
the rights and privileges of Masonry, or expelled, by a lodge, 
is, without further action, suspended from chapter, council, and 
enca~ppment. If only his mtmberahip be suspended, or for
feited, in the lodge, it does not affect his standing in the 
higher degrees, unleBB there be a local regnlation to the con
trary. 

Suspension or expulsion from a higher body, does not 
affect the standing of the brother in a lower one; e. g., expul
sion from a chapter, or encampment, does not disturb mem
bership in the lodge . 

.As a general rule, a brother should not be tried in a chap
ter, council, or encampment, except for an offense not cogni
zant by his lodge. For all offenses of which a lodge may 
take cognizance, he should be tried by his lodge. 

If, however, the higher body suspend or expel him, for 
such an offense, it is tht' duty of any member of the lodge 
who may be cognizant of such action, to file charges against 
him in the blue lodge, which should then proceed, in the usual 
manner, to investigate them, and deal with him. 

No mason shall be permitted to visit this, Qi any subordi. 
sate lodge, while he is under suspension in a chapter of R • .A. 
masons.-Res. Ohio, 1819. 

I understand the masonic law to be, that a chapter has not 
the power to suspend a member from the privileges of the 
lodge.-HuBBABD, Ohio, 1851. 

The Grand Lodge of INDIAlfA, 1848, passed resolutions, in 
substance, as follows: "When a reputed Royal .Arch mason 
is snspended or expelled from a chapter of such, on charges 
not involving a breach of the morals of _Masonry, he shall 
not be considered suspended or expelled from the rights and 
privileges of ancient craft Masonry. But if the charges in· 
volTe a breach of moml code, it shall be lawful for any chap· 
tar or member thereof, to prefer a complaint against him b&-



fore the lodge having jllriadiction, which shall proceed, in the 
usual form, to investigate ~nd punish, or. otherwise." 

Expulsion from the blue lodge, expels, without further 
action, from all the other masonic bodies with which ·he 
may be connected-chapter, council, or encampment.~Mo.m
BIB, Am. F. M., iii., 121. 

No mason shall be permitted to visit a lodge who is under 
suspension from a Royal Arch chapter.-Ohio, 1819. 

. Expellii)g from a chapter does not exclude from the lodge. 
-C. MooRJil, Mas. Rev., vi., 11. Expulsion from the blue 
·lodge cuts off from masonic fellowship in all other bodies.
Ib. xili., 242. 

Expulsion from lodge suspends all masonic privileges
suspends in chapter. No action necessary in cbaptllr. Res
toration in lodge restores in chapter, unless the chapter took 
separate action, in which case action is necessary in reatora
tion.-C. W. Moo:u. 

Expulsion from chapter does not expel or suspend from 
blue lodge.-Ky., 1842. C. W. MooRE, 1848. 111., Mo., Ky., 
Ala., and Va., 1847. N. Y., 1848. F. M. Kma, 1852. C. F. C. 
of R. I., 1850. Ark., 1855. lliERCE, C. F. C. Ohio, 1856 • 
.lotm, 1849. • 

A member of 3 chapter, if expelled or suspended from 3 

lodge of master masons, shall be exeluded from all the priv
.ileges of Royal Arch Masonry, during such suspension or ex-
pulsion.-Grafl:ll Chap. Tenn., 1842. · 

When a Sir Knight is expelled or suspended by 3 lodge or 
chapter having lawful jurisdiction over him, he is thereby cut 
off from all masonic intercourse with his encampment and its 
governing bodies.-G. G. Enc., 1852. 

A compact exists between the Grand Lodge, Grand Chap
ter, Grand Encampment, and Grand Council of Rites of h.&
LAND, by which it is agreed that any brother excluded, saa
pended, or restored by one of the contracting parties, abali, 
on the case being officially communicated to the others, be, by 
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them, severally excluded, s11spended, or reatored,-as the CM& 

may be, without further inquiry or investigation.-G. W. 0.-

Expulsion from an encampment, chapter, or council, does 
not necessarily suspend or expel from subordinate lodges.
Res. Ala., 1848. Tenn., 1843. Cal., 1854. 

An expnlsion from a lodge for no alleged canee but an ex
pulsion from a chapter, is improper and unjust.-C. F. C. of 
N.H., 1849. 

Does expulsion from a Royal Arch chapter, or encampment, 
necessarily expel from a blue lodge? We believe not. We 
think that a member of a blue lodge can only be expelled by 
a lodge to which he, belongs.-fusWBLL, C. F. C. Vt., 1849. 

Does· expulsion from one of what ia called· the higher 
degne1 .of. Mubnry, BUoh ae a chapter or an ene&alpmtnt, 
~t the rei.,tions· of the expelled party to blue ·Ma.soBry'l 
We an&wer, unhel!itatingly, it Qoea not. In this opinion, we 
are supported by the best authority, though the action of 
some Grand Lodges, as that of NEW You, are averse to it. 
* * * Expulsion from a blue lodge involves expnlaion 
from all the higher degrees. Because, as they are composed 
of blue masons, the members conld not, of right, sit and hold 
communications on masonic subjects with one who was an 
expelled mason.-MAcm, Lexicon, 148. 

But few Grand Lodges have taken action directly on this 
subject. Those which have decided in the negative, are, so 
far as we have I ee~. able to discover from their reports, the 
Grand Lodges of Nxw Yonx, VIRGINIA, 'VIBCONSIN, and FLO&

IDA. Thoee of MARYLAND and .A:a~BAS have spoken in the 
affirmative. Tho Grand Masters and committees of corres
pondence of some others have noticed the subject; and, we 
believe, all, or nearly all, have decided in the negative. And 
with thia opinion your committee cheerfully coincide.-
C. F. C. of R. 1., 1850. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence of the Grand 
Lodge of Omo, (1855,) reported: that they, as members of 
this Grand Lodge, are ancient master masons only, and, there· 
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fore, know nothing about the Jaw governing chapters, in the 
expulsion of members, or whether they even expel them. 
Nol" do they know anything about the degrees in a chapter, 
or mode of conferring them-if they have any-and have not 
observed anything in or about this Grand Lodge that would 
lead to the discovery of the same; and, therefere, ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the bnsiness of 
the chapters.-[ Report adopted.] 

If a reputed R. A. mason be suspended or expelled by a 
reputed R. A. chapter, on charges for a breach of the moral 
code, and which is prohibited by, and against, the rules and 
11pirit of ancient craft Masonry, all masonic intercourse is 
hereby interdicted, until such sentence shall be repealed, by 
1he tribunal passing such sentence, or reversed by the tribu
.nal having appellate jurisdiction thereon.-.Res. Md., 1~. 

Expulsion from a chapter shall be considered an expulsion 
from all the privileges of Masonry.-Res. Ind., 1826. (Reo 
pealed in 1848.) 



MASONIC TRIALS. 

NJWILY all of the Grand Lodges have incorporated intr 
their Constitutions a few general rules for the government of 
their subordidate lodges, in conducting masonic trials. These 
rules, or regulations, may be classed as follows :-1. Charges; 
2. Service of notice ; 3. Examination; 4. Testimony ; 5. 
Judgment; 6. Punishment; 7. Appeals; 8. Restoration. 

Upon each of these points we shall quote authorities sut: 
. ficient to indicate the general law and usage, which governs 
in masonic trials and punishments. 

1. CHARGEs.-Whenever a member of a lodge, or a brother, 
shall be accused of any offense, which, if proved, would sub
ject him to suspension or expulsion, the accusation shall be 
made in writing, under the signature of a master mason, and 
given in charge to the Secretary of the lodge.-Consts. Me., 
Yt., Mass., Wis., Cal., R. I. 

All complaints or charges against a brother shall be made 
in writing, if proper to be written, be signed by the master 
mason or master masons making the same, and shall specific
ally set forth the cause of grievance.-Const. D. C. 

All charges must be made in writing, signed by the 
accuser, delivered to the Secretary, and read by him at the 
next regular communication of the lodge.-Const. 8. C. 

All the charges and specifications shall be made in writing, 
and filed with the Secretary of the lodge.-ColiSt. Fla. 

The charges and specifications shall be made in writing, 
under the signature of a master mason, or the committee of 
the lodge, and delivered to the Secretary of the lodge.
Con6ls • .Ala., MD., and Kansas. 
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All chargee of 11DID8110nic conduct against a broth~>r muat 
be in writing, and clearly specify the offense or offenses com
plained of; be signed by the ~rtymaking them; contain the 
names and residences of the witnesses, and be presented to 
the Master of the lodge to which the accused belongs, or in 
whose jurisdiction he may reside, if a sojourning brother.-
Const. La. . . -

No subordinate lodge shall proceed to suspend or expel a. 
brother for Ulllll8sonic co~duot of any description:whatever, 
ncept for non-payment of dues, uolesa it be upon written 
charges and specifications made out and tiled with the Be«e
tary.-Comt.t. Ohio, Neb., and Ind. 

AD ch.vges proper to be written, shall be made in writing. 
* ·* * All charges for unmasonic conduct committed 
while the craft is at labor, shall be prefeJ:red by the Senior 
Warden; and aU chargee for such conduct, while the craft is 
at refreshment, (including the time intervening between the 
various meetings of the lodgeJ shall be preferred by the 
Junior Wardens._ If the Wardens are Wla~le to ac~, the Mas
ter may appoint any master mason who is a member of the 
lodge to prefer such chargee, and act on the p!U"t of the 
lodge. Any brother feeling himself aggrieved, shall request 
the-proper Warden to prefer charges against the bro$.er injur
ing him. In case the Warden refuse to act, the brother baa 
fnll authority to prefer such charges himself. - When two 
brethren reside within the jurisdiction of different -lodges; the 
brother aggrieved shall first apply to theW arden of'the lodge 
to which the offending brother is amenable; and hi case that 
officer refuse to act, he may apply to his own lodge, and that 
lodge may, by resolution; req'llest the pr9per officer Of tit& 
sister lodge to prcl'er the charges against th&: off&li.4ing 
brother; and in ~se of l!uch a l,"eeolution, duly c~ by _the 
Master and SeoJ:B.tary, being handed to the pl,"_~sidmg offio~ 
of a sister lodge, it shall be his duty to take notice of the 
same, and govern· himself accordingly.-Const. Min. 

All chargee .for -unmasopic conduct shall be in writing, spe
cifying with reasonable certainty the character of the offeu., 



alleged; signed by the acct~~~er, and delivered to the Secretary. 
It is not essential that the accuser ehould be a mason. A 
charge of immoral conduct may be preferred by a profane. 
But it is made the eapepial duty of the Junior Warden, in the 
absence of other accusers, to prefer all charges for ofl"enaea 
committed wheri the lodge is not at labor.-Comt. laura. 

·when a subordinate lodge shall deal with, or proceed 
against a brother, for unmasonic conduct, of any description 
whatever, the lodge shall cause written charges and specifica
tions to be made, and filed with the Secretary of said lodge. 
-Const. Ky. 

Such brother shall be furnished in writing, with a copy of 
the charges against him.-R,g. Tenn. 

Whenever a member of a subordinate lodge shall desire to 
prefer charges against another, he shall furnish the Master of 
said lodge with a copy of the charges he make's, with full spe
cifications. The Master shall report the same to the lodge, at 
its next stated meeting, concealing the name of the informant, 
and appoint three disinterested members to investigate the 
charges, who shall report, as soon as practicable, upon the 
propriety of instituting a trial upon said charges.-Const. Ark. 

All: complai.u.ta: and charges brought against a brother 
before a lodge, proper to be written, shall .be red need· to 
writing, and filed with the Secretary.-Comts. Cal. and 
Or~ 

All complaints and charges against a brother, to be tried 
in any lodge under this jurisdiction, shall be reduced to writ
ing, specificaJly setting forth the cause of grievance, and 
signed by the complainant or complainants.-Con~. Md. 

No broth~r of' this lodge shall be suspended or expelled 
from memberShip, unle8s charges be preferred, duly specify
ing his offense, presented by a brother in good standing, and 
the accused being allowed full opportunity to make his de
fense.~m/.ard Bg.laws of N. Y., 1858. 
· A Bla80D cannot be ans.igned and tried for unmasonic con

claM geaerally. A ~other under slispension eanaot be 



brought before the lodge for UDJIIUonic conduct during the 
term of his SW!p8naion.-N. C., 18M. 

It is desirable that charges be preferred by a member, 
rather than by the Master; though in certain cases it may bo 
the duty of the latter to do ao.-C. W. MooaB, 1848. 

Charges cannot be preferred by a non-mason. If they in
volve masonic character, the lodge may investigate and deter
mine the matter.-RICE, D. G. M. Ga., 1855. 

Charges for unmasonic conduct must be accompanied with 
specifications, or there can be no trial.~WIGBR'l', G. M. KJ., 
1855. 

If the by-laws do not designate an accuser, any member of 
the lodge may prefer charges against another.~WIGBRT, 
G. M. Ky., 1858. 

Charges must be made in writing, signed by the accuser, 
and delivered to the Secretary, who reads them at the next 
stated communication. A time and place are then appointed for 
the trial. It is not essential that the accuser should be a mason • 
. 4. charge of immoral conduct can be preferred by a profane.-
MACKBY, U. M. L., xvii., 322. 

The proper person to bring charges in a lodge is the 
Junior Warden.-MoaRIB, .Am. F. M., iii., 33. 

A profane cannot bring charges against a master mason.-
F. M. Lon. Qu., 1842, 470. In which opinion we coincide.
G.W.C. 

Poaition or a BroUler under Ohara-. 
The mere filing of charges against a brother, does not, of 

itself, deprive him of any of his masonic rights or privileges. 
He may still exercise any and all of them, until ibe time ap
pointed for an investigation of such charges. 

A brother against whom charges arc pending, cannot be 
allowed a demit. Such- brother is not debarred from filing 
counter cbarge8, or other charges, against his aocuaer, or any 
other lwother. If a brother be acquitted, after regular trW 
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on charges preferred, his membership and standing is not 
disturbed; though if an appeal be taken from such decision, 
he cannot be allowed to demit during the pendency of such 
appeal. 

The removal of a brother out of the jurisdiction, while 
charges are pending against him, does not abate such charges, 
or affect the jurisdiction of his lodge over him, in investiga
ting them. 

Charges made and pending against a member of a lodge, 
do not debar him from the usual rights of members; such as 
balloting in all cases, in common with his brethren, and vot
ing also, in all cases, except upon his own guilt or innocence 
of the charges against him.-HUBBARD, G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

No officer, against whom specific charges of unmasonic 
conduct are preferred, shall be competent to discharge the 
duties of his office, until a final decision is made upon said 
charges; provided, that where a Master is so charged, he shall 
not be suspended from the functions of his office, unless in 
the judgment of the Grand Master, or Deputy .Grand Master, 
the nature of the charges, or the good of Masonry require it. 
-Const. Ga. 

No Master, Warden, or other officer of any subordinate 
lodge, against whom any specific charges of unmasonic con
duct are preferred, is competent to discharge the duties of 
his office, until a final decision shall be made on said charges. 
-Canst. Va. 

Charges against a brother do not, before trial, render him 
ineligible to office, or suspend him from office, he being enti
tled to the presumption of innocence till the charges be 
proved.-LEWis, G. M. of N. Y., 1858. 

In 1855, the Grand Lodge of SoUTH CAROLINA called one of 
its subordinate lodges to account for granting a demit to a 
brother while charges were pending against him. 

The fact of being under charges does not exclude a mason 
from the privilege of preferring charges against another.
Ra.. 8. 0., 185G. Auu., C. F. C. Cal., 1858. 



A brother is not under eensure from the mere met that 
charges are preferred and are pending against him in the 
lodge. Some improper or unmasonic conduct must first be 
yrooed against him, and he must be found gnilty by a vote of 
the lodge, before he can be said to· be under the censure of 
the lodge.-Com. Ala., 1851. 

Where a brother was tried and acquitted by a lodge, and., 
during the pendency of an appeal, the lodge allowed him to 
dnnit, the Grand Lodge of MISSISSXPPI (1857) decided, such an 
act was irregnlar and imprGper; and that the removal of a 
brother to another jurisdiction does not take away the right 
of the lodge on the reversal of an appeal to re-try the case. 

Subordinate lodges have the discretionary right of SUBpend
ing a member, while under a criminal prosecution, until his 
case is decided by the civil authorities, and then to be finally 
acted upon; but in no case shall the action of the lodge be 
made public until after fbal action of the civil authoritiee.
Res. Texas, 1857. 

A brother cannot be allowed to resign his membership 
while under charges for unmasonic conduct.-Res. Proo. Gr. 
Lodge C. W., 1848. 

A Master would not be at liberty 'to sign a diploma while 
charges were pending against a member, nor after his convic
tion. But he would be bound, if the brother stood unim
peached before the lodge, to present charges, or resign his 
o.ftice.-C. W; MooRE, 1848. 

The removal of a brother out of the jurisdiction of the 
lodge, after the charges are preferred against him, does not 
abate the same.-HUBBABD, Ohio, 1852. Com. Jurn. do. 
Grand Lodge do. 

The accused is to be considered innocent, and is entitled to 
all masonic privileges, until proved to be guilty.-SWIGER'l', 
G. M. Ky., 1858. 

· It is not proper for a lodge to grant a demit to a brotheJ; 
who is ur.der charges of unmaaonic conduct before the lodge.. 
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or whose conduct has been such as to- render him justly sub. 
ject to such charges.-C. F. C. Ark., 1857. FULLER, C. F. C. 
Tenn., 1858. 

Wrong for a lodge to demit a brother, while under charges. 
-MORRIS, Am. F. M., v., 101. 

A brother who is under charges can bring charges against 
his accuser, if the lodge choose to receive them.-MoRRIS, .Am. 
F. M., iii., 33. 

A mere charge against a brother, does not deprive him of 
the rights and privileges of a mason. They are not forfeited 
until he has been tried and found guilty.-C. MooRE, Mas. 
Rev., xiv., 248. 

The accused ceases to be in good standing from the time 
charges are filed in the lodge, and is not at liberty to visit 
any lodge, until he is acquitted.-J. W. S. ~ITCIIELL, 1856. 

If a member of a lodge is regularly tried and acquitted 
upon charge1 preferred, his membership is not thereby dis
turbed.-G. M. of Ky., 1857. Grand Lodge of Ky., 1857. 

2. SERVICE OF NOTICE.-The Secretary of the lodge, under 
the direction of the Master, shall serve, or cause the accused 
to be served, with an attested copy of the charges, and shall 
give him seasonable notice of the time and place of hearing, 
if his residence be known.-Const. Me. and R. I. 

The Secretary of the lodge, by direction of the Master, 
shall serve, or cause to be served, upon the accused, an at
tested copy of the charges, as follows: If residing within ten 
miles of the lodge, fourteen days, at least, previous to the 
time appointed for the examination. If residing more than 
ten miles therefrom, but within the state, by forwarding by 
mail, or other conveyance, said copy, and a summons to ap
pear and show cause, at least twenty days previou& to said 
examination. If residing out of the state, and unknown, the 
lodge may proceed, ex parte; but if known, said copy and 
summons shall be forwarded him, at least sixty days previnn11 
to the time fixed for the examination.-C01111. Yt. 

15 
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The Secretary of the lodge, under the direction of the Master, 
shall serve, or cause the accused to be served, with an at- · 
tested copy of the charges, at least fourteen days previous to 
the time appointed for the examination,prat~ided his residence 
be known, and it be within fifty miles of the place where the 
lodge, having the matter in hand, is located. If his residence 
be at a greater distance than fifty miles, but within the state, 
then a summons must be sent him, by mail, or otherwise, at 
least twenty days before the time of trial. If his residence 
be out of the state, and unknown, the lodge may proceed to 
examine the charges, ex parte;. but if known, a summons shall 
be sent him by mail, or otherwise, sixty days, at least, before 
the time appointed for the examination.-Const. Mass. 

No lodge may exclude or suspend . a brother at an extra 
meeting, nor without giving him due notice, if practicable, of 
the charge preferred against him, and of the time appointed 
far its consideration.-Const. Penn. 

Before any action shall be had thereon by any lodge, it 
must be made clearly to appear that the accused has been 
furnished with a true copy of said complaint or charges, at 
least one week prior thereto, if in writing, and if not, that 
they have been made known to him by a committee ap-
pointed for that purpose.-Const. D. C. 

Every brother who may be charged with unmasonic con
duct, shall, in due time, ho furntshed with a copy of the 
charges to be exhibited 3gainst him, if thay be proper to be • 
written; and if they be not, the said charges shall be made 
known to him by a committee, appointed for that purpose.
Consts. Va. and Ga. 

Whenever charges are preferred against a brother, he sha.ll · 
be notified or cited through the post office, or otherwise, at· 
least ten days before the day of trial, and be furnished with 
a copy, under the Secretary's hand, of the charges and speci
fications.-Const. N. C. 

The accused shall then be presented with an attested copy 
of the charges, and he shall, at the same time, be informed of 
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the time and place appointed by the lodge for the triaL IJ 
the accused is living beyond the jurisdiction of the lodge, the 
charges shall be communicated to him by letter through the 
post-office, and a reasonable time be allowed for hia answer, 
before the lodge proceeds to trial. If the residence of the 
accused is not known, or if he refuaes or neglects *a attend. 
the lodge may, nevertbeleBB, proceed to the trial, withOll\ his 
presence, a reasonable time in the former case being allowed 
for the necessary search for him.-Const. S. C. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the lodge to cause a 
copy of the charges, duly made out, to be delivered to the 
accused, with reasonable notice of the time for taking tcati
mony.-Const. Fla. 

The Secretary shall make out a true copy of the charges 
and specifications, attest the same, and deliver, or cause it 
to be delivered, to the accused, at leaat ten days before .the 
time of trial. If the residence of the accused be not wiihin 
ten miles of the place of meeting of the lodge, an attested 
copy of the charges, enclosed by mail to the post-office ncar
est his residence, thirty days before the trial, shall be deemed 
good notice. If his residence be out of the state, and known, 
the notice shall be sent at least sixty days before the day of 
trial. If his residence betbnknown; the trial may be had, ez 
parn.-Comt. Ala. 

The above is also the rule in MISSOURI and KANsAS, except · 
that the time of notice is twenty, instead of" thirty"· days. 

The Master shall submit the charges to a committee of 
three, to be by him appointed, who shall investigate the mat
ter. * * * When the committee report a trial neces
sary, the Secretary of the lodge shall serve upon the accused 
a copy of the charges, the names of the witne!}Ses, and sum
mon him to appear and answer, in writing, within ten days. 
* * * After the expiration of ten days, whether the ac
cused has answered or not, the lodge shall fix a time for the 
trial, and summon all the members of the lodge, the party ac
cused, and all the witnesses who are masons, to appear at the 
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time appointed; and should there be witnessea who cannot 
attend the lodge, the Master shall appoint a committee of 
three to take the testimony of such witnesses. This commit
tee shall give due notice to the accused of the time and place 
of taking such testimony; shall reduce the same to writing, 
and cause it to be affirmed to by the party giving it.
Con:Jt. La. 

It is the duty of the Secretary to furnish the accused 
brother with a copy of the charges against him, if of a nature 
to be reduced to writing, at least ten days previous to the 
trial, with notice of the time and place of trial.-Consts. Ohio 
and Ind. 

The constitutional regulation of WiscONSIN, is the same as 

that of MASSACHUSETTS, except, in place of "fifty " miles, read 
" fifteen " miles. 

A copy of the charges, made out by the Secretary, together 
with a summons, stating the time of trial, shall be served at 
the usual place of abode, at least ten days previous to the day 
appointed for trial.-Const. Min. 

The Secretary, under the direction of the Master, shall 
serve, or cause the accused to be served, with an attested 
copy of the charge, and a citation stating the time and place 
appointed for his trial. If the resMence of the accused is 
known, and within thirty miles of the place where the lodge 
is located, he shall be entitled to a personal service, ten days 
before trial. If his residence be at a. greater distance than 
thirty miles, but within the state, a summons to appear and 
answer, forwarded to him by mail, or otherwise, twenty 
days before the trial, shall be considered sufficient. If his . 
residence be out of the state, and known, and more than 
thirty miles distant, then the summons shall be issued thirty 
days before trial. If his residence be unknown, the lodge 
shall proceed, ex parte, and conduct the proceedings to a final 
determination; and like proceedings shall be had when he 
neglects or refuses to obey the I!Immons. In all instances 
where offenses are committed while the lodge is at labor, the 
rules requiring notice and delay may be dispensed with, and 
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the Master authorized to order the offending brother to shoW' . 
cause, ins~ter, why he shall not be promptly dealt with.
Conllt.lotDo.. 

Th(l Secrewy of the lodge shall have a copy of the charges 
duly delivered to the accused, as also a notice, which shall 
give a reasonable time for the taking of proof to sustain the 
charges and specifications; also, to inform the accused that 
he may, at the same time and place, offer proof to exculpate 
himself from such charges; and that the accused may also 
have leave to take proof at such other time and place as he 
may designate, upon giving reasonable notice to the Master, 
or presiding officer of said lodge ; and for which purpose the 
lodge shall allow a reasonable time, if asked for. * * * If 
any mason be guilty of any gross unmasonic conduct, and ab
sconds, so that notice cannot be served upon him, charges 
may be preferred against him, which shall lie over three 
months; and if the Secretary shall report that he cannot serve 
notice upon him, he shall enter a denial of the charges upon 
the record, and some brother shall be appointed to defend 
him, and proof may be taken, and the case tried as if he were 
prescnt.-Ct.»ui. Ky. 

Such brother shall be duly notified, and furnished, in 
writing, with a copy of the charges against him. * * * 
Due notice shall be given, as far as practicable, to all the 
members of the lodge, of the time and objects of said meet;. 
ing.-.Reg. Tenn. 

If the committee report that the accused should be put · 
upon trial, the Secretary shall forthwith furnish the accused 
with a copy of the charges and specificatic~ms, and report of 
committee thereupon, and notify him that at the next stated 
meeting after service of notice, (providing he shall have had 
twenty days' notice,) he will be put upon his trial. If the ac
cused shall evade notice, or if the Secretary, after four 
months, be unable to ascertain the residence of the accused, 
s~as to notify him, the lodge may proceed to trial, as if he 
had been regularly notified.-Cofl8t. Ark. 
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In CALil"ORNU, the rule is almost verbatim with t.llat of 
MABBACHusETTS, e:tapt, tlmt acew~ed must \le notified, at least 
1m days before the time appointed tor examination; or; it-:kis 
residence be out of the state, ~d known, alllDIIlOns DUISt be 
sent him, at least four months previous to the timt~ appoi~ 

·for his exai:ninatioll.. · · · · · 

A copy of the complaint or cbargea sball be served upun 
the accused, at least ten days before he is arraigned for trial. 
_,Comt. Oregtm. . 

A copy thereof shall be served upon the accused, except 
such as are publicly made and known.-Const. Md. 

The Secretary shall furnish the accuaed. with a. copy of the 
charges, if of a nature to be reduced to writing, at leas\ tea 
days previous to the trial, with notice of the time .a~d plaee 
.ofvial.-Const. Neb. 

' The regulatJ.on of CAJ..n-oUJA is the same as that of M.A.!!U
OQIJBBTTB, except, for "fourteen" days, rM~l ten, and· for 
"sixty days," readfour months •. 

The accused is entitled to a copy of the charges Bo"'llinst 
him, and must have reasonable notice of the time and placo 
appointed for bis trial.-MACUY, U. M:. L., xvii, 322. 

3. Ex.unNATION.-The exaniination of the charges shall be 
had in a lodge specially notified and convened for that pur
pose, at which none but" members of the lodge, or of the 
Grand Lodge, slmll be admitted, except as counsel or wit
nesses.-Const. Me. 

The examination of the charges shall ·be had .in a lodge 
specially notified and convened. for that purpose; at which no 
visitors shall be admit$ed, except as cotmsel or witneasee.
COOIU. Vt., Mass., Wis., Mo., Cal.; and R. L. 

The Master of the lodge shall appoint a eemmittee, of not 
leas than three, to conduct the examination, which shall be 

·either at a special communication, called·for that purpose, or 
the time which may be appointed for the first meeting of the 
committee.-Const. D. C. 
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Sllould the accused fail to attend, the trial may proceed, 
ex p41rle. Every facility shall be allowed the accused for his 
defooae.-Con.•t. N. C. 

'!'he trials hall commence at a regular communication of the 
locige, but may be continued at special communications con
VB'led for that purpose. The lodge shall be opened in the 
high811t d,egree to which the accused has attained, and the 
examinations take place in the presence of the accused and 
the accuser, if they desire it; but the final decision shall 
always be made in the third degree. No visitors shall be 
admitted on such occasions.-CimSt. 8. C. 

The examination of the charges shall be in a lodge specially 
notifi~d for that purpose, at whiclt no visitors shall be admit;. 
ted, except witnesses and counsel; pr(Jf]ided, said witneBBes 
and couuse] are master masons.-Const • ..4la. 

At the hour fixed upon, the trial shall commence, and after 
the charges shall have been read, and all the testimony heard, 
the accused shall be allowed to speak in his defense, or avail 
himself of the assistance of some brother to speak for him ; 
he shall then retire. Whenever the accused cannot be 
found, or fails to answer or appear, the Master shall appoint 
some brother to appear for him. Should any brother be con
victed during his absence, a'lld without having been notified 
of the charges preferred against him, he shall, on his return, 
and demanding it, have a new trial granted him.-Const. La. 

When a brothe~, charged as aforesaid, shall abscond, pro
ceedings may be had in his absence, without notice.-Consts. 
Ohio and lnd. 

The accused shall be permitted to engage a brother master 
mason to defend him, to answer the complaint, produce and 
cross-examine witnesses, obtain a reasonable delay, by show
ing a sufficient cause for the same, and either by himself or 
counsel, address the lodge, after the closing of the testimony; 
but never shall offensive allusions to, or insinuations against, 
tl10 lodge or a brother be permitted; and the Master shall 
order the brother, so offending, to leave the lodge, and thc> 
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Senior Warden may bring charges ag-ainst su~h brother fN 
unmasonic conduct. If the Master be cnlled to appear a~~ a 
witness, the Senior Warden shall preside during his examir;
ation. No visiting brother, unless a witness, or ns counsel 
for the accused, shall be admitted to the lodge, while the t1 ial 
is in progress. No lodge shall proceed to trial, unleBB a ma
jority of the members of such lodge be present; but the 
Master may issue his summons, and call off, from day to day, 
until the required number appear.-Con·t. Min. 

All trials (except for offenses committed in open lodge,) 
shall be had in a lodge specially notified and convened for the 
purpose, at which no visitor shall be admitted, except as 
counsel or witness. The accused may select any brother for 
his counsel. The lodge shall be opened in the higheBt degree 
to which the accused has attained, until the testimony baa 
been concluded, and the accused heard by himself or his 
counsel, in his defense, when the accused and the accuser 
(unleBB the charge be preferred by the Junior Wal'den, in his 
official capacity) shall retire, and the lodge be opened in the 
third degree.-Reg. lotea. 

When the lodge shall be prepared for trial, such of the 
charges as have been approved by the committee of investi
g-ation shall be read. The testimony on the part of the pros
ecution shall then be produced, tLll of which testimony, except 
so much thereof as may be in writing and filed, shall be taken 
down in writing by the Secretary. The accused 'vill then be 
permitt<>d t~ introduce his testimony, which shall also be re
duced to writing, with the exception of such written testimony 
as may be filed. When the evidence is closed, the prosecu
tor, or any member he may select in his behalf, may be allowed 
to comment upon the evidence. The accusecf, or any mem
ber he may desire to represent him, (or in absence of accused, 
110me member appointed by the Master,) may be heard in 
reply.-Ccmst • .A.rk. 

The testimony of uninitiated witnesses may be taken in tho 
ante-room, before a committee, or in any other convenient 
placc.-C. ·w. MooRE. 
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When all the parties shall have been summoned to attend 
thereon, and the case shall have been investigated, such 
order and adjudication may be made as shall be authorized 
by the laws and regulations of Masonry.-Const. Md. 

It is the right of the accused, on all trials, to be present at 
me time the testimony of witnesses is given against him; 
and no commissioners can refuse it without the violation of 
a rule of masonic jurisprudence.-Res. N. Y., 1856. 

The lodge should be opened in the highest degree to which 
the accused has attained ;* the accused and accuser should 
be present, (if the latter be a mason,) and also be present at 
all examinations of witnesses.-MACKEY, U. M. L., xvii., 323. 

4. TamloNY.-The accused may select any brother ftr his 
counsel, and the witnesses shall testify, if masons, on their 
honor as such. Hearsay evidence shall be excluded.-Consts. 
Jle., Yt., MCJ8S., R. L, Wis., Mo., Cal., and Kansas. 

The Committee of Investigation shall propound to the wit
nesses on both sides, all questions which may be deemed 
necessary, by either party, or by themselves; these questions 
must be written, and the replies are to be reduced to writing; 
and upon the termination of the examination of each witness, 
the testimony, as written down, shall be read to him, and if 
con-ect, he. shall attest the same with his signa.ture. When 
the investigation is conducted before the lodge, any member 
prP.se.nt may propound questions to the witness under exam
ination, provided such questions are presented to the Master, 
and deemed by him proper. The examination of any wit
nell8es, not ma11ons, shall be conducted by the committee, the 
said witu.eBSes having first taken an oath before Some legally 
authorized person, to make true answers to sucb questions as 
may be propounded to them, all parties being duly advised 
of the time and place when and where such examination is to 
be had. The accused is entitled to appear before the lodge 
in person, or by counsel, (the latter being a master mason,) 
during the examination of his case, and when the testimony 

• But ~e decislonllhould be bad In a master mason's lodge. 

15• 
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is all closed, shall be heard in his defense. After the deliv
ery of his defense, and during the subsequent proceedings of 
the lodge, the accused is to withdraw.-Const. D.·C. 

Any evidence, allowable in a court, may be taken on honor. 
-C011st. N. C. 

The evidence of profanes, or brethren of an inferior de
gree, must be taken by a committee, and reported to the 
lodge. The accused and the accuser shall have a right to be 
present at said examinations. The evidence of all master 
masons must be taken oti their honor as ma.Ster masons. 
That of others, in such manner as shall be agreed on by the 
parties.-Const. S. C. 

The accused may also have leave to take testimony at such 
other reasonable times and places as he niay designate, giv
ing proper notice to the Master, or Secretary; and, in all 
cases, the whole of the testimony, proper to be written, shall 
be taken in writing.-Const. Fla. 

It shall be the duty of the lodge, to hear any evidence rel
_evant to the charge, and commit the same to writing, if 
proper to do so, when it shall be heard in open lodge; or 
evidence of persons, not masons, may be taken out of the 
lodge, before any person authorized by the laws of the state 
to administer oaths to witnesses, notice having been given to 
the adverse party, so as to allow one day to every thirty miles' 
travel, from the place where said notice is served to the place 
of taking such testimony; and a written notice left with.tbe 
Master or Secretary of the lodge, shall be sufficient to nlithot
ize the taking of testimony on the part of the accused. The 
depositions shall be sealed up by the person taking them, and 
conveyed by some trustworthy person, or by mail, and de
livered to the Secretary of the lodge, who shall endorse 
thereon whether received, sealed, or otherwise. Upon every 
trial, the Secretary of the lodge shall write down, in a fair hand, 
the whole of the evidence in the case, proper to be written.
Const. Ala. 

It is the privilege of the accnsed to take any proof or teati. 
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naony to be het\rd in evidence, that he may desire, upon giv
i:lg three days' notice to the Master of the lodge ; and, in all 
cailes, when the hearing comes on, the whole of the testimony 
shall be reduced to writing, and be carefully preserved by the 
Secretary of tile lodge.-Const~. Ohio and Ind. 

All masonic testimony shall be given in open lodge, at the 
time of the trial, and a mason shall testify, upon his honor, as 
such. The testimony of an E. A. or F. C. shall be taken in a 
lodge coHesponding with the rank held by the witness; when, 
after receiving such testimony, the inferior lodge shall be 
closed, and a lodge of master masons re-opened. At there
quest of either party, the master shall appoint a committee 
of at least three master masons, members of the loJge, em
powering them to take such profane or legal testimony as 
may be brought before them; and such testimony shall be in 
the form of an affidavit, sworn to or affirmed, before a legally 
qualified justice of the peace. And the committee shall give 
due notice, to both parties, of the time and place of taking 
such testimony.-Const. Min. 

All testimony shall be given in open lodge, at the time of 
trial, or before a committee specially appointed for the pur
pose; and, in either case, the accused, and the accuser, if he 
be a ma111on, shall be entitled to be present, and propose such 
relevant questions as they may desire. The testimony shall 
be reduced to writing, and when taken before a committee, 
reported in full to the lodge. And if given by a mason, shall 
be upon his honor; if by a profane, upon his oath, duly ad
ministered by any officer competent under the law. If the 
testimony be before the lodge, and by a profane, then, in that 
case, the lodge shall be called from labor during his introdue
tion.-Const. [QUKl. 

In all cases, the whole of the testimony shall be reduced to 
writing, (if not improper to be Wiitten,) and shall he carefully 
preserved by the Secretary of the lodge.-Const. Ky. 

The best evidence shall be introduced. If the witnesses 
cannot, or will not, attend at the lodge, their depositions may 



be taken, and read as evidence. Notice of the time and 
place of taking depositions shall be given, in wri~ng, to the 
opposite party, a reasonable iime previous to the time of hk· 
ing the same, and the deponent shall make his testimony, up••ll 
his honor. Depositions shall be reduced to writing '>y tb." 
Secretary, or by some brother appointed by the Master for 
that purpose, and sealed up in the presence of the deponent. 
Notice to a lodge to take the depositions of witnesses may be 
made, by delivering a written notice to the Secretary or 
Master of the lodge, as above provided. The lodge shall ap
point some brother, who shall reduce to writing the whole 
evidence in the case.-Reg. Mo. and Kansas. 

It is the privilege of the accused to take any proof or testi
mony to be heard in evidence, that he may desire, upon giv
ing three days' notice to the Master of the lodge ; and, in :JJ.1 
cases, when the hearing comes on, the whole of the testimony 
shall be reduced to writing, and be carefully preserved by 
the Secretary of the lodge.-Const. Neb. 

A companion cannot be compelled .to give testimony whieh 
may criminate himself.-G. Clw.p. Mich., 1854. . 

An accused party on trial cannot be allowed to testify h1 
his own case.-SWIGERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

All persons are admissible witnesses, who have the use of 
their reason, and such religious belief, as to feel the obliga
tions of an oath, who have not been convicted of any infa
mous crime, and who are not infiuenced by interest.--JuSTICE 
.LA.WRF.NCE. 

The teslimony of a person who is not a mason, is generally 
admissible. Such testimony is always to be taken by a com
mittee, and on oath administered by a competent legal officer. 
-MACKEY, U. M. L., xvii., 328 . 

.Any testimony that would convict a mason of immoral con
duct, is lawful testimony.-MoRRIS, Am. P. M., v., 100. 

The accuser may be a witness; but the accused cann9t.- · 
FENTON, G. M. Mich., 1859. 
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5. JUDGMBliT.-The question: "b tlu accused guzlty, o1· not 

guilty?" shall be distinctly put to each member of the lodr;e, 
by name, commencing with the youngest. The Socret:~ry 

shall record the answer as given.-Const. Me. 
To the above, the Constitutions of MA.88A.CHUSKT'l'll, WJSOON· 

BIN, RHoDE ISLAND, and CA.J.IFORNIA., add: "the answer shall 
be given standing, and in a distinct and audib'e voice.'' 

Upon the termination of the deliberation on the evidence, 
the following question shall be propounded to each member, 
beginning with the youngest: "Is he guilty, or not guilty?" 
and the response shall be, "Guilty," or "Not guilty," accord
ing to the judgment of the member, the Secretary propound
ing the question, and recording the reply.-Const. D. C. 

When the case is closed, the sense of the lodge shall be 
taken, through the hal.lot box. If guilty, the penalty shall be 
determined in like manner.-Const. N. C. 

When the trial is concluded, the accused and accuser shall 
retire, and the Master shall put the question of" guilty, or not 
guilty," to the lodge. The question shall be decided by bal
lot, and if two-thirds of the balls are black, the accused shall 
be declared guilty. Every member present is bound to vote, 
unless excused by unanimous permission.-Con•l. S. C 

When the testimony is closed, the question upon each spe
cification shall be distinctly put by the Master to every mem
ber present, beginning with the youngest, .''Is the accused 
guilty, or not guilty?" The answer shall be given standing, 
and in an audible manner, and the Secret.ary shall record the 
answer.-Consts. Ala., Mo., and Kamas. 

After the testimony is heard, and the brother heard in his 
defense, he shall then retire, and the lodge shall proceed at 
once, and without debate, to ballot on the guilt or innocence 
of the accused, taking a separate ballot on each specific 
charge.-Comt. La. 

An accused brother should be judged according to the 
evidence ; ·but, since no brother can pronounce judgment, 
upon his honor, contrary to his conviction, it becomes the 
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duty of every one, although perhaps not called upon, to lay 
before the lodge such facts in regard to the case under cou
sideration, as he may be cognizant of; but such testimony 
shall be given in the presence of the accused. .Any brother 
failing to make known any facts pertinent to the question be
fore the lodge, while sitting in judgment on a case, is amena
ble to all the penalties of masonic discipline. In pronounc
ing upon the guilt or innocence of the accused, the roll of the 
lodge shall be called; beginning with the youngest brother, 
and ending with the Master; and every brother, as his name 
is called, shall rise, salute the Master, and pronounce his 
judgment, using the following form: "Upon the honor of a 
mason, I pronounce Brother --- guilty (or, not guilty) of 
unmasonic conduct." The accused cannot vote on his own 
case; but no other member of the lodge present can be ex
cused from voting. · In no case can the accuse.d be present 
when judgment is pronounced; and neither counsel or wit
nesses, unless members of the lodge, shall remain within 
during the voting.-Const. Min . 

.After proper deliberation, the question, "Is the accused 
guilty, or not guilty?" shall be distinctly put by the Chair to 
each member of the lodge, by name, commencing with the 
youngest mason, who shall answer either "guilty" or "not 
guilty." If there be several charges, the vote shall be taken 
separately upon each, and the Secretary shall record the re
sult thereof, which shall be the decision of the lodge.-Comt. 
Iowa • 

.After the comments upon the evidence are clotted, the ae
cused shall withdraw from the lodge-room. .A vote shall then 
be taken upon each specification under each charge, and upon 
each charge in their order, the prosecutor not being permit
ted to vote. If any charge shall be sustained, the lodge l!hall 
proceed to vote (the prosecutor excluded) upon the infliction 
of punishment. The highest order of punishment shall first 
be proposed; if that be not sustained, then the next milder 
punishment, until the grade be fixed. The accused shall 
then be admitted, and informed of the resu1t.-Comt • .Ark. 
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The question," Is the accused guilty, or not guilty?" shall 
·be distinctly put to each member of the lodge, and the vote 
thereon shall be by ballot.-.Reg. Cal. 

It is proper that all matters in mitigation of punishment, 
should be heard after the verdict-C. W. Moou. 

When the trial is concluded, the accused and the accuser 
should retire, and the presiding officer must then put the 
question of "guilty, o:r not guilty." If there. are several 
charges, or apecificatious, the question must be taken on each 
separately. It seems generally conceded that this question 
should be decided by ballot. Every member present is bound 
t<> vote, unless excused by unanimous consent.-MA.CKEY, 
U. M. L., xvii., 3U. 

6. Pumsmu:NT.-If the verdict be suspension or expulsion, 
an attested copy of the proceedings shall be sent to the 
Grand Lodge, at the next ensuing meeting thereof, for exam
ination, and final action. A sentence of suspension or expul
sion shall not take effect" until confirmed by this Grand Lodge; 
but shall operate as a suspension of the delinquent in the 
meantime.-Consts. Me., Mass., Wis., and Cal.* 

A majority of the members present shall be sufficient to 
BUBpend a member; two-thirds of those present shall be ne
cessary to expel. A judgment of suspension is immediately 
operative, and continues at the pleasure of the lodge, unless 
11M aside upon an appeal to the Grand Lodge. A judgment 
of expulsion only operates as a suspension, until confirmed by 
the Grand Lodge.-Const. D. C. 

Every lodge has the power to arraign its members, or any 
other mason within its jurisdiction, on a charge of immoral or 
unmasonic conduct; anc, after due investigation, may proceed 
to pai!IB such lawful sentence as the aggravation of the case 
shall Wdl"l'&nt.-Const. N. C. 

If the verdict be guilty, the Worshipful Master shall then 
put the question as to the punishment, beginning with expul-

• Except, tbl\t " cop; or proceedings Is not required In eases or~ 



sion, and going on, if nece881U']', to indefinite suspension, de
finite suspension, and public and pr~vate reprimand.-Comt. 
s. c. 

Should such brother fail to attend the summons of the lodge, 
or of a committee appointed to examine into his conduct, 
without sufficient reason therefor, on. such failure being re
ported, it shall be the duty of the lodge to suspend him from 
all the benefits of Masonry, until he comes forward, and an
swers to the charges against him.-Const. Ga. 

If found guilty, the ballot shall then be taken in the follow· 
ing order on the different degrees of punishment: 1st. expul
sion; 2d. indefinite suspension ; 3d. suspension for a fixed 
period of time, taking the ballot first on the longest perio4 
proposed; and 4th., reproof or reprimand.-Const. Lo.. 

In case the lodge shall find the accused guilty of the 
charges preferred against him, they shall proceed to pro
nounce sentence of suspension or expulsion, as the nature of 
the offense may require.-Coost. Wi• . 

.After a brother has been found guilty, the next question 
shall be that of punishment, beginning with the greatest, and 
on this question the ballot may be used. Suspension is only 
inflicted when the offense is against some temporary regula
tion of the fraternity; expulsion follows a gross violation 
of the moral law, or the fundamental principles of ?tfasonry, 
or attempts against any part of the frame-work of its govern
ment-Canst. Min. 

If a majority of the members vote him guilty, then the 
question shall be taken by ballot, as to the amount and nature 
of the punishment to be infticted, beginning with tho highest 
penalty. Every member present is bound to vote, and two
thirds of the whole number c:.st shnll be necessary to inflict 
the penalty. When the nature of the punishment bas been 
determined, the accused and the accuser, if a mason, shall be 
ordered to return, and the sentence communicated to the fbr
mer by the presiding officer.-Coost. lOVJa. 

From and after the time a member of a subordinate lodgo 

1 
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shall be deemed worthy of expulsion from the privileges of the 
order, the brother so charged by his lodge, shall stand as a 
suspended mason, until the Grand Lodge shall take action in 
the premises, as provided for by its Constitution.-Re&. Ga., 
1856. 

If the verdict is "guilty," the presiding officer must put the 
question a.s to the nature and amount of puniBhment. He 
will commence with expulsion, and, if necessary, proceed to 
propose indefinite, and then, definite suspension, exclusion, 
public or private reprimand,and censure.-MA.CB:BY, U.M.L., 
xvii., 324. 

The Bicht of Appeal from Sentence • 

.A:ny brother, aggrieved at the decision of a subordinate 
lodge. hal! the right of appeal to the Grand Lodge. This is 
an inalienable right. 

If any complaint be brought, the brother found guilty shall 
stand tc the award and determination of the LODGB, who are 
the pro!>er and competent judges of all such controversies, 
(unless you C'lrry it by APPEAL to the GRAND LoDGE,) and to 
whom they ought to be referred.-.Ancient Charges 1720, vi • 

.And if any o.: them do you injury, you must apply to your 
own or his lodge ; an:l from thence you may appeal to the 
GRAND LonGE at the QuARTERLY ColllliUNICA'liON, and from 
thence to the ANYUAL GRAND LonGE, as has been the ancient 
laudable conduct of our forefathers, in every nation.-.lb., 
vi., 7. 

Any brother who may feel aggrieved by the decision of 
any lodge, or other masonic authority, in this jurisdiction, 
may appeal therefrom to the Grand Lodge, which appeal 
shall be in writing, specifying particularly the griew.nce com
plained of.-Ccmst. Yt. 

Any brother who may feel aggrieveJ by the decision of 
any lodge, or other masonic authority, acting under this juri!!< 
diction, may appeal to the Grand Lodge against such . de
cision.-Con.<f. Mass. 
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.An appeal lies to the Grand Lodge, by any person* ag
grieved by the pr()()eedings of a subordinate lodge.-Const. 
Ptmn . 

.A brother feeling himself aggrieved by the decision of a 
subordinate lodge, shall have the right of an appeal to the 
Urand Lodge, he having given due and timely notice to the 
subordinate lodge of his intention so to appeal from its 
decision; and the Secretary of said lodge, if required, shall 
furnish him with a copy of all the proceedings touching his 
c~e.-Const. N. C. 

Every private lodge, as well as every brother, has the right 
of appeal to the Grand Lodge, whose decision is final.
CQnst. 8. c. 

· .Any member of the order feeling himself aggrieved by the 
result of any trial or investigation, as herein provided, may 
appeal to the Grand LOdge.-Const. Ga. 

It shall be the privilege of any brother mason, feeling him 
self aggrieved by the decision of any subordinate lodge, to 
take an appeal to the next annual communication of the 
Grand Lodge.-Const. Fla. 

When any brother shall have been convicted, and sen
tenced, he shall, upon giving notice in writing, be allowed an 

· appeal to the Grand Lodge.-Const. La. 

.Any brother feeling himself aggrieved by tl1e decision of 
any such lodge, shall be permitted to appeal to the ne:rt 
Grand Lodge.-Comt. Ky. 

The accused, or any master mason, member of a lodge, 
under this jurisdiction, feeling aggrieved by the decision of 
ihe lodge upon the trial of any brother, may take his appeal 
from the judgment and decision t{) the Grand Lodge.-Const. 
Mo. and Kansas • 

.Any member who shall deem himself, ·or the cause of 

• The nen section prohibits an appeal ft'om a rejected applicant for tbe de
IJl'ees, unless such appeal bo recommended by the lodge In which the reje<otion 
look place.---G. w. C. 
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Masonry injured, by the decision of his lodge, in any trial, 
may appeal therefrom to the Grand Lodgc.-Comt . .Ark. 

In all cases of suspension or expulsion by a subordinate 
lodge, the right of appeal lies to the Grand Lodge.-Con.U. 
Cal. and Oregon. 

AnY.. lodge, or brother, who may feel aggrieved by the 
dl,lcision of any other masonic authority or jurisdiction, may 
appeal to the Grand Lodge against such decision.-Comt. 
CanO.da. 

In all cases where a brother may consider himself aggrieved 
by the decision of a subordinate lodge, he has the right of 
appeal to the District Deputy Grand Master of the District in 
which such lodge may be holden.*-Comt. Va. • 

.A:ny brother feeling hiinself aggrieved by the decision of 
the subordinate lodge against him, may, at any time, within 
one year ·thereafter, take an appeal to the Grand Lodge.
Ccmsu. Ohio and lnd. 

A.:ny brother deeming himself aggrieved by the decision of 
his lodge, may appeal, in writing, to the Grand Lodge.-Const. 
Mich. 

Every mason under. sentence of suspension or expulsion, 
has the right to appeal to the Gn.nd Lodge from the convic
tion and the sentence, * * * when the Secretary shall send 
11p an attested copy of the proceedings,t including the testi
mony.-COfllt. Iowa. 

No new ~stimony shall be heard on thEl' appeal.-Reg. 
Tenn. 

A member can appeal to Grand Lodge only on matterg af
fecting his perso:1al standing and· relations as a mason.-

. C. 'w. lloou, 1860. · . 

• If the decision or a committee a»JX>inted by the D. D. G. M. is not sali"fac· 
tory, eiLhcr party bas the right of a llnal appeal to the Grand Lodge, tlpor. 1M 

· r........_--G. w. C. 

t Nearly every Grand Lodge Constitution requires Secretaries, !n oases ot ap
peal, to send up a copy or all the proceedings in the case.-G. W. C. 
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The Grand Lodge has' appellate, not original, jurisdiction in 
the proceedings instituted by its subordinates against deliD
quent members. It can take cognizance of such cases only 
when brought before it by appeal, or submitted for confirm:r 
tion.-C. W. MooBz, 1850. 

The right of appeal to the Grand Lodge, from the decision 
of the subordinate lodge, in cases of discipline, is gruuunteed 
to every m:!son, by the ancient usages and laws of the frater
nity; and this right supposes the existence of a power in the 
Grand Lodge to confirm, modify, or reverse the decision of 
the subordinate.-(). W. MooRE, 1851. 

Any lodge or brother aggrieved by the decision of any 
other masonic authority or jurisdiction, may appeal to the 
nwrt practicable Grand Lodge against such decision. At the 
hearing of the appeal, no fresh evidence shall be adduced by 
either party.-Comt. E11g. 

Any brother thinking himself aggrieved by the sentence 
of a lodge, may appeal, &c.-Comt. &ot. 

Any member of a lodge has the right of appeal from its de
cision in any trial, irrespective of the nature of that decision. 
-HILLYER, G. M. Miss., 1855. 

The Grand Lodge, on the receipt of the appeal and evi
dence, shall be posseBBed of the cause, and shall proceed to 
try and examine the cause, upon the evidence so transmitted, 
without any other testimony, and decide the matter finally.
Consts. Mo. and Kamas. 

If a brothe10 is tried by his lodge, and is acquitted, the com· 
plainant mny appeal.-HuBBABD, Ohio, 1851. 

Every mason, who has been tried and convicted by a lodge, 
has an inalienable right to appeal from that conviction, and 
.accompanying sentence, to the Grand Lodge. During• the 
pendency of an appeal, the sentence of the subordinate lodge 
is held in abeyance, and cannot be enforced. The appellant 
in this case remains in the position of a mason under charges. 
It is competent for the Grand Lodge, on an appeal, to aug
ment, reduce, or wholly abrogate the penalty inflicted by ita 
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subordinate. If it confirm the verdict, the appeal is dia
missed, and the sentence goes into immediate operation, with
out further proceedings. If it reduce or augment the pen· 
alty, the original sentence becomes void, and the sentence of 
the Grand Lodge is to be put in force. If it refer the case 
back for a new trial, the proceedings on the trial will be com
menced de novo. If it refer the case back for further consid
eration, on the ground of inadequate punishment, the trial is 
not repeated, but the discussion on the nature of the pe~~alty · 
is reviewed, and new evidence may be received.-MACIKY, 
U. M. L., mi., 339. 

How Taken. 

Only a part of our Grand Constitutions prescribe the course 
to be pursued in appealing from a subordinate lodge to the 
Grand Lodge. In the absence of special enactment, it may 
be considered necessary and proper, 1st. that the party in
tending to appeal should notify the opposite party, in writing, 
of such intention; 2d. that a copy of all previous proceedings 
in the case, attested by the Secretary, be sent up .to the 
Grand Lodge; and 3d. that t' 1<J !\ppellaut, through the Grand 
Secretary, address a written petition to the Grand Lodge, set
ting forth fully and distinctly the grounds of his appeal. 

Though the right of the Grand Lodge to re-open and re-try 
the case, is pretty generally claimed, yet the usnal course is, 
for it, through a committee, to review the record, and affirm, 
set aside, or aw.end, the decision of the subordinate, upon tke 
rewrd. 

Which &!Jpeal shall be in writing, specifying particularly 
the grievance complained of, and ·shall be, by the appellant, 
sent by mail to the Grand Secretary.-C0718ts. VermOf'.t and 
Mass.* . 

.All appeals to the Grand Lodge, from the decision of a sub. 
ordinate lodge, sball be made in writing, and left with the 

• This Grand CoosUtution adds to the above : "A notice ani! copy ot the apo 
peal most also, and et the same time, be sent by tho appellaot to &be party 
op1ost wboee dectsion tho appeal Is mo.de." 
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Grand Secretary, and the appellant shall give the other party 
one month'• notice thereof.-Comts. Conn. and Ill. 

In NBW You, the appellant must give notice of his appeal 
to the commissionen, and also to the opposing party. The 
notice to the latter must be within thirty days after notice of 
the decision. 

All such appeals shall be made in Writing, and filed with 
the Grand Secretary. The appellant is required to give notice 
thereof to the appellee, at loast ten days, if within three miles 
of the place of meeting of the Grand Lodge, and twenty days, 
if beyond that distance, ·before proceedings shall be had 
thereon.-Const. Penn. 

When any brother appeals from the decision of his lodge, 
he shall lodge a copy thereof with the District Deputy Grand 
Master. * * * When any lodge or brother appeals from 
a decision of said committee,* they shall lodge a copy thereof 
with the Grand Secrctary.-Const. Va. 

Appeals brought up to the Grand Lodge, will not be· con
sidered, unle88 the same be in writing, accompanied with all 
necessary papers, proceedings, and . proofs, when consistent, 
to enable the formation of a correct decision. A brother ap
pealing to Grand Lodge, shall give due and timely notice to 
the subordinate lodge of his intention so to appeal from its 
decision, and the Secretary of said lodge, if required, shall 
furnish him with a copy of all the proceedings touching his 
case.-Comt. N. C. 

In FLoRIDA, the appellant· must notify the lodge of his ap
peal, and also the Grand Secretary. 

'l'he appeal shall be in writing, and in the following form: 
" I, ........ , a master mason, UIIder th~ jurisdiction of the 
Grand Lodge of ALAR .. uu, do declare that I feel materially 
aggrieved by the decision of .... Lodge, No ..... , .in the case 
of .... ; and for rehearing of the case, and to the end that 
justice may be done in that matter, do take my &ppf al to said 

• The commi.Uee app~ln~ by the D. D. G. Jl. 
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Grand Lodge." The above form s~all be signed by the appel
lant, atte11ted by the Secretary, :.nd under the seal of the 
lodge. The Secretary shall immediately record the appeal, 
and transmit to the Grand Lodge, at the next meeting thereof, 
a true copy of the evidence in the cause, together with the 
appeal, certified under his hand, and seal of the lodge. The 
Grand Lodge, on the receipt of the appeal and evidence, shall 
proceed to examine and try the cause, upon the evidence so 
transwJtted, without any other testimony, and decide the 
matter finally. The appellant shall give the other party at 
least ten days' notice, ;n writ'.ng, of the taking of the tppeal, 1 

copy of which notice shall be forwarded to the Grand Lodge 
with the evidence of its service.-Const. Ala. 

The regu]ation of MISSOURI is, in substance, and nearly ver
batim, as above, except, that the notice for appeal must $tate 
the reasons for such appeal. 

The appeal must be made in writing, specifying the partic
ular griev.ance complained of, and be transmitted to the 
Grand Secretary. A notice and copy of the appeal must alBO 
be sent by the appellant to the party against whose decision 
the appeal is made.-Const. Ca. 

On application of the appellant, the Secretary shall make 
out, and forward to the Grand Secretary, a certified copy of 
the proceedings bad in his case, with the original testimony, 
so far as the same may have been reduced to writing. The 
subordinate lodge, or the appellant brother, shall have the 
benefit of any additional testimony, provided the same bas 
been taken agreeably to the notice prescribed in the'rules and 
regulations of the Grand Lodge.-Comts. Ohw and Ind. 

In MICHIGAN, the appeal must be in writing; and, on appli
cation of appellant, the Secretary shall make out, and forward 
to the Grand Secretary, a certified copy of the proceedings 
had in his case, with the original testimony, so far as the 
same shall have been reduced to writing. · 

In low A, if an appeal be taken, the Secretary shall send up 
an attested c~py of the proceedings, including the testimony. 
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In ARKANSAs, a written notice of desire to appeal to Grand 
Lodge, {setting forth his objections to the action of the lodge, 
Md a list of such papers as he may require, should be for
warded to Grand Lodge,) muet be filed with the Master of the 
lodge. The Master shall thereupon grant the appeal, and 
send up, directed to the Grand Secretary, a copy of the record 
of the trial, signed by the Master, and certified by the Secre
tary, under seal of the lod~e, which shall contain a copy of the 
original charges and specifications, report of committee of in
vestigation, copy of all testimony committed to writing at the 
time of fPial, of all papers usfld upon the trial, of the appel
lant's notice of appeal, and of all papers he may desire to be 
forwarded to Grand Lodge. The Secretary mus~ certify that 
the record contains all original papers, or true copies, and a 
true transcript of all the testimony introduced on the trial, 
and append a descriptive list of all the papers sent up. 

When any brother shall have been convicted. Md sen
ten.ced, he shall, on giving notice, in writing, be allowed an 
appeal to the Grand-Lodge; whereupon the lodbre shall for- · 
ward to the Grand Secretary a full and attested copy of all 
the proceedings, documents, and testimony, in the case.
Const. La. 

.As an appeal always supposes the necessity of a review of 
the whole case, the lodge is bound to furnish the Grand Lodge 
with an attested copy of its proceedings on the trial, and such 
other testimony, in its possession, as the appellant may deem 
nooessary for his defense.-M..t.cKEY, lT. M. L., xvii., 339. 

It shall be the duty of the Master of every lodge, in all 
cases of appeal, forthwith to cause a copy of such proceed
ings to be forwarded to the Grand Secretary.-Comt. V a. 

ln. all cases of appeal to Grand Lodge, from the decision of 
a subordinate lodge, it shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
make out, and forward to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge, a. 
full and complete transcript of the records and proceedings 
had in such cases, embracing the charges and specifications, 
and the testimony taken on the case, with a note, on the 
records, of the names of the witnesses.-Const. Fla. 
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When Taken. 

In the following Grand Lodge Constitutions, no definite pe
riod is fixed in which an appeal to Grand Lodge must be taken: 
RHoDE IsLAND, VIRGINIA, NoRTH CAROLINA, SoUTH CABOLIN.&, 
LoUISIANA, MISSOURI, ARLUI!WI, CALIFORNIA, OBEGON, CANADA, 
PENNSYLVANIA, MIOHIGAN, TIIN!fBIISD, WIBOONIIN, MAINE, NIIW' 
funsHIRE, 

In MISSOURI and K.&NBAB, an appeal to Grand Lodge must 
be filed with the Secretary of the lodge, within ten days after 
the trial and judgment, and not afterwards. 

In low.&, the appeal must be taken at least thirty days be
fore the next succeeding session of the Grand Lodge, (when 
that time intervenes.) 

In Omo, INDIANA, and NEBRASKA, one y£ar is allowed in 
which to take an appeal to Grand Lodge. 

In KENTUCKY, an appeal is only allowed to the next Grand 
Lodge, after sentence. 

In GEORGIA, the appeal must be taken before two commu
nications of Grand Lodge be passed, after sentence. 

In VERXONT1 FLORIDA, and CALIFORNIA, the appeal must be 
taken to the next Annual Communication of Grand Lodge. 

In MAssACHUSETTs, notice of appeal must be transmitted to 
the Grand Secretary, at least ten days before next communi
cation of Grand Lodge, 

In ARKANSAS, notice of appeal must be filed with the Mas
ter, within six months after the date of the trial. 

In NBW Yo:aK, MARYLAND, Mlss188IPPI, and MINlfBIIOT.&, an 
appeal must be taken within six months after sentence. 

In lLI.TNOIB and CoNNECTICUT the appellant must give the 
lodge one month's notice of his intention to appeal. 

In AL.uiAXA, an appeal must be taken ·within sixty days 
after sentence. 

In the DmTIUCT OF CoLUKBIA, an appeal can only be taken 
within ten days after judgment. 

In 8con.AND, an appeal may be taken on or before second 
quarterly communication after sentence. 

16 



RESTORATION~ 

As a subordinate lodge cannot expel from the rights and 
privileges of Masonry, without the concurrence of the Grand 
Lodge; it follows, that they cannot restore to such rights 
and privileges, without such consent. 

It seems to be the nearly unanimous opinion, and universal 
usage, that a Grand Lodge cannot, in any case, nor under any 
circumstances, restore a suspended or expelled mason to his 
membership in his lodge. We acknowledge our inability to 
perceive the justness of this rule, in its"strictness. 

Whenever this Grand Lodge shall reverse or abrogate the 
decision of a subordinate lodge, suspending or expelling a 
brother, and shall restore him to the benefits and privileges 
of Masonry, he shall not thereby be restored to membership 
within the body from which he was suspended or expelled, 
without its unanimous consent.-Comts. Ha<s., R. 1., Maine, 
Ohio, Neb., Ind., Ky., D. C., Miss. &g. Tenn., 1857. . . 

The Constitution of VEBKONT contains the same provision 
verbatim, except the last four words. 

Restoration tQ .the privileges of Masonry, by th4> .Grand 
Lodge, does not . r~store tp, membership jn a subordina~ 
lodge.-:-Ccmst. N,. Y., Min. ·Reg. Ark., 1854 .. 

The ConStitution of, Pnnn.v.&NtA provides, that a brotb.er 
suspended for non-payment· of dWJs, may, on. payme,ut of the 
same, be restored to good masonic standing, .by 3 majority 
vote; bnt cannot again become a member except by regular 
petition and the usual course. A brother suspended or ex
pelled for any other oa.use, must apply by petition, and a 
majority of the lodge must request -the Grand Lod_ge .to 
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remol'e the abspenaion or expnlsion ; which being removed, 
the brother m'llllt·apply, in regular form, and receive a nnani· 
mons ballot. 

A brother, whose e:r:pulsion may have been confirmed by 
the Grand Lodg~, can only be restored by that body, or by 
the unanimous vote of the lodge ~y which he was suspended. 

Restoration .by the Grand Lodge does not restore to mem-
bership.-Const. N. C. · 

Reversing or abrogating the decision of a subordinate lodge, 
suspending or expelltng a brother, shall not, (although it 
restores him to all the privileges of Masonry) restore him to 
membership in the lodge from which he was suspended or 
expelled, without its unanimous consent.-Const. Fla. 

If a sentence of expulsion or suspension be reversed by 
the Grand Lodge, it shall not restore the party to membership 
in his lodge, without the unanimous ballot of the lodge in his 

. favor. · Nor shall a· brother who bl.\8 been expelled, be restored 
to masonic privileges; except by the Grand Lodge, and on 
the recommendation of the lodge which expelled him.--,
Comt. La. 

No expelled mason shall be restored to the privileges of 
Masonry, except by a vote of the Grand Lodge,* and such 
restoration shall not reinstate him in membership in the lodge 
from which he was expelled, without the unanimous consent 
of the members thereof.'--C011st: lU. 

Whenever this Grand Lodge shall restore a suspended or 
expelled brother to the benefits and privileges of Masonry, 
he shall not thereby be restored to membership ·within the 
body from which be was suspended or expelled.-Const. Wis. 

The Constitutions of .A..r.41!AKA, !UNSAS and Ml880um con
tain a provision, in substapce, the same. as. that of MAssA,
CHUSBTTII •. 

~e suspended brother shall petition the lodge for his 

• An applicat.lob fur reinStatement mll:lt be accompanied with a recommO!t
dallon from the lodge which e:<pelled, if in eldstence.-R ... , 1866. · 

I 



' 
S64 JtaTOLU'lOll. 

~eRtoration, and all the proceedings shall be had, as in the 
case of a brother applying for membership, including the 
unanimous ballot. An expelled brother ceases to be a mason, 
and his restoration to the order is therefore equivalent to the 
admission of a profane. He must, therefore, petition the 
lodge, and his petition take the same course as of an appli
cant for the mysteries of our order, when, if he be received, 
be shall be re-obliga.ted to the performance of every masonic 
duty. * * * The Grand l,.odge may reverse the decision 
of its subordinate, and decree the restoration of the appellant 
to the rights and privileges of Masonry, but not to member
ship in the lodge.-Const. Icnoa. 

It is the opinion of this Grand Lodge, that when a sentence 
of suspension or expulsion by a subordinate lodge is reversed 
by the Grand Lodge, such reversal does not restore the sus
pended or expelled brother to membership in the subordinate 
lodge, without consent of the members thereof.-Res. Tenn. 

A subordinate lodge under this jurisdiction cannot reinstate 
a mason to membership, who has been suspended or expelled 
by another jurisdiction, without first obtaining the consent 
of that jurisdiction.-Res. Ala., 18·18. 

It is competent for a subordinate lodge to restore an ex
pelled member of the fraternity to the rights and privileges 
of Masonry, upon satisfactory evidence of his reformation. 
-Me.,l832. 

No action can be taken upon such question, except at a 
stated meeting of the lodge, and after the application for such 
restoration shall have lain over one. mouth. All such appli
cations must be in writing, signed by the applicant, and recom
mended by at least two members of the lodge.-Const. Md. 
·The generally received opinion is, that restoration to the 

privileges of Masonry, by a Grand Lodge, does not restore 
to membership in the subordinate lodge. The only Grand 
Lodges that have ever acted contrary to it, we believe, are 
the Grand Lodge of f:ioUTH CAROLINA, and the Grand Lodge 
of ENGLAND, each in one instance only.-HATCH, C. F. C. of 
N.Y., 1851 



As to the right of Grand Lodges to reatore expelled mem
bers to membership in the lodge expelling them, the com
mittee hold, that each lodge is to be the sole judge as to who 

. sha.ll, and who shall not, be associated with them as members 
of the lodge.-Mxreuu., C. F. C. Mo., 1850. 

No subordinate lodge under this jurisdit'tion, ahall have 
power to heal, restore, or affiliate any expelled, suspended, 
or irregW.ly made mason, ex<.:ept under the authority of the 
Grand Lodge, for that express purpose.-Res. La., 1855. 

When the Grand Lodge terminates an indefinite suspension, 
it restores the brother not only to the privileges of Masonry, 
but to membership in his lodge ; but otherwise, in case of 
expulsion.-LBWIB, G.M. of N. Y., 1858. C. F. C. Tenn., 1858. 

When a subordinate lodge has become extinct, there is no 
other body to restore but the Grand Lodge of the jurisdiction. 
This power has been heretofoN exercised by this Grand 
body, (1848).-TuCKBR, G. M. Vt., 1853. 

H a lodge choose to reinstate ~ brother suspended for 
non-payment of dues, without his paying the debt, it can do 
so, unlas its by-laws say he shall stand suspended until the 
debt is paid.-MoBRIB, ..tfm. F. M., ii., 187 

.An application for reinstatement, by a suspended or ex
pelled mason, must be in writing, by petition, and lie over 
one month.-SWIGBRT, G. M. Ify., 1858. 

The power of removing a suspension remains with the 
lodge that imposed it.-Mouis, ..tfm. F. M., iii., 74. 

Our impreBSion is, that the Grand Lodge into whose juris
diction a suspended brother has removed, may safely claim 
authority to restore him.-Mouis, Am. !· M., iii., 74. 

A. motion to reinstate must lie over at least one month.
lloKJUB, .Am. F. M., iv., 141. 

We deny the right of a Grand Lodge to restore to mem
bership, unleas the power to do so is expressly contained in 
Us consti.tution,...;.C, Moo.n, MM. Reo., vi., 9. 
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BKpelled or 4ftliiiMlBd~maaots.~ :only ke r~w b:J the 
. Grand Lodge, on recommendation of: the ~ tMt ta:J4lllied 
or .suspended them.-GBDGJ:, G. M. :.A.,l852. · ·~ 

The powe:: to restore must ·e:itlst somew:here; .· If not tis. 
sumed by constitutional regulation' of Gmnd Lodge, iil.s''in 
,tJu, lodges. There . .ia 110. Bllcien.t ~netal:teg:ulaiioo oil. the 
subject. Restoration' is govei.'Dedd)y·l(q} .t~OJI&'. Jf 
DOne exist,:themajority-n.les.~.·W,iMobUt 1869;: -

Under the English practice, the act oi t~st6~fio~'hy the 
. Grand Lodge, both in cases. of. expulsion .and . .uapenaion, 
reatore,s. the dtillnquent to all the privileges which. ha p:re
vioualy e~joyed, including .his membei'I!hiP• ·. 'Blltcrt iB vei,y 
.queet,ionable, whether a Grand Lodge. is within the line of.:its 
duty, when it attempts td forcjl an offensive member into. any 
'Iodge,_:.c, w~ MOORE, 185o:' . . . . . · .. ·. . . !. . ' • 
- ., - ··L . ·, ._· ; ·.· J < .: ·.J ·.;_;-~· ·;,:;L_.:~ 

Resolved, That the Grand. Lodge ,retains the extlw_ive P9~ 
to restore expelled ma&OnS, Upon SUC}J. J;epref:l~Dta~O~ frOID 
the subordinate lodge as may be satisfactory.-Ind., 1857 • 

• ,_. • .: •• '! - • ·.;-- .. •· • .;;'' -~-: 

A lodge may ;restore a member before-the ~piration of his 
.term of l!llSpension, provided no ae.tion .bas been hatUn tile 
premises by the Grand LOdge.~. W~Moon, 1845 •. _ 

· A.n expelled mason can only be reinstated by the ·kdge 
·:which expelled him, if it be in existence, or by the Grand 
Lodge. If he has removed into another Grand j'lltisdiction, 
he may be restor~d ~y special pennissiol:l o{ that Grand 
Lodge.-lbid., 1846. . .. 

. The Grand ~odge retaiJls ~he e~11siye po,:wc;r to r~re 
exj,elled masons, upon such representation from t1ie subordi
nate lodge as m~ be 8lj.tisf~tory • .,-Res. )nd., 1838. 

. . 
Application · for restoration must, in all . cases, be accom

panied with recommendation of ldilge which e:J.:pelled, if:atWh 
_lodge be in. ~xistence.7Res. Ill., 1856. 

A Grand Lodge.bas no power to compel3subordinate lodge 
to reinstate to full membership-:P.&BVIN1 C. F.·C.<l01JX.J, 1848. 
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When the Grand Lodge restores to the righta and privi
leges of Maaonry, the kldge expelling may exclude said 
restored mason from visiting it, or participating in its fes
tivities, or on funeral occaeione.-Ru. Tenn., 1853. 

It is a sound principle of masonic law, that no lodge cna 
reinstate a person expelled by another lodge ; but that appli
cation must be made to the lodge that pronounced the sen
tence of expulsion.- Texas, 1855. ABELL, C. F. C. Cal., 1858. 

A Grand Lodge has no power to restore to membership an 
expelled mason, whose expulsion was by a lodge working 
nnder the jurisdiction of any other Grand Lodge.-Res. 
Mo., 1843. 

When a lodge expelled a brother, and on appeal, the Grand 
Lodge reversed the sentence, and substitllted definite sus
pension held, that at the end of the suspension, the brother 
was not restored to membership in the lodge, as the Grand 
Lodge could not do indirectly what it could not do directly, 
viz: restore to membership in a lodge.-Ihu.YER, G. M. 
Miss., 1855. MELLEN, Acacia, 1855. 

If, on appeal, the Grand Lodge reverses the decision of the 
subordinate, (in suspension or expulsion) on the ground of 
error in proceeding, or innocence, that reversal annuls the 
judgment, and it is as if never pronounced; and, in masonic 
law, the matter stands as if no such judgment had ever been 
pronounced. The effect of reversal is, that he never was 
suspended or expelled at all.-PIKE, Ark., 1854. MELLEN, 

J;Iiss., 1855. 

It is not neceSBarJ for a subordinate lodge to apply for 
and receive the sanction of the Grand Lodge, on the appli
cation of an expelled member for re-admission ; but it may 
proceed, as in case of first admission into the order.-FRA.IT.Y, 
G. M. of D. C., 1855. 

Every action of a lodge for restoration must be done at a 
atated communication, and after due notice. If the Grand 
Lodge restores a suspended mason contrary to the wisheP 
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of the lodge, he at once resumes his place and functions in 
the lodge. The general opinion in this country is, that the 
.Grand Lodge may restore an expelled mason to the rights 
and privileges, but cannot restore him to membership in llis 
lodge ; but where the decision of the lodge as to the guilt 
of the individual is reversed, and the Grand Lodge declares 
him to be innocent, or that the charge against him has not 
been proved, I hold that it is compelled, by a just regard 
to the rights of the expelled member, to restore him, not 
only to the rights and privileges of Masonry, but also to 
membership in his lodge.-MAcKKY, U. M. L., xviii., 352. 

Our Grand Lodge recognizes the doctrine, that no louge 
can restore the party expelled or suspended, except the one 
which infiicted the punishment-HALL, G. M. Texas, 1858. 

No lodge has tlie power of reinstating, except the one which 
infiicted the original pnnishment.-MACKEY, Lexicon, 400. 

An expelled mason must petition the same lodge that ex
pelled hilD, for reinstatement, if it is still in existence; if 
not, he can petition the Grand Lodge under which tbe lodge 
was held. An expelled or suspended mason cannot be re
stored by any but the lodge by which the trial was had, 
except by a special order of the Grand Lodge.-J. W. S. 
MITC1IELL, 1856. 

A lodge cannot restore a brother to fellowship, who is be
lieved at the time to be a criminal.-J. W. S. MITCHELL, 1856. 

Restoration of an expelled or suspended mason does not 
restore to membership in the lodge.-Va., 1858. 

The lodge which suspends or expels a mason, is the only 
lodge which can reinstate him.-Va., 1858. 

No lodge can reinstate to membership any mason, except 
the lodge which suspended or expelled him.-C. F. C. Fla., 
1850. 

The Grand Lodge of GEORGIA, (1853) refused to restore a 
brother to membership, without consent of the lodge which 
expelled him. 



After Definite Suspension. 

A brother definitely suspended, is restored to his former 
righ1B and privileges by the expiration of his sentence, and 
without action of any kind. (&e Definite Suspension.) 

A brother is reinstated without ballot, when the time has 
expired for which he was suspended.-Texas, 1852. C. Mooac, 
Mas. Rev., x., 242. 

Payment of the debt, (when suspended for non-payment of 
dues) restores without action of the Iodge.-M.a.co:Y, U. M. 
L., xvii., 312. 

Restoration from definite suspension is terminated without 
any special action of the lodge, bnt simply by termination 
of period for which the party was suspended. He then re
enters at once into posseBBion of all the righ1B, ben·efits and 
functions from which he had been temporarily suspended.
MJ.CKBY, u. M. L., xvii., 342. 

A brother suspended from membership for non-payment 
of dues, is restored on payment, without action.-GEDGB, 
G. M. IA., 1852. 

If a suspension by i1B terms, be, "until dues are paid," 
the payment restores without vote ; but if suspended indefi
nitely, a unanimous vote is required.-HUBB .. um, Ohio, 1852. 

The definite suspension of a brother requires no action of 
the lodge that suspended him, to restore him to fellowship.
Ark., 1854. 

After the expiration of the time for which a member was 
suspended, the brother so suspended is entitled to all the 
righ1B and privileges that he enjoyed before his suspension ; 
and if he was a member of the lodge by which he was._ 
pended, a ballot is not necessary to restore him to that privi
lege.-N. C., 1853. 

A definite suspension of a brother requires no action of 
the lodge that suspended him, to restore him to fellowship.
Res • .drk .. 



To the above, MBLL&N, C. F. C. MIS8ISSlPPI, 1856, says: 
~ We know not how a different opinion could b~ entertaiped 
J>y any one." ,. · '· . . 

A brother definitely suspended, is most. assuredly rein
stated by the expiration of the time.-HILLYEB, G. M. Miss., 
1855. 

A brother snspended for a definite period, retlirn.s 'to his 
membership, at the expiration of that period, Without action 
Of the lodge.-.....Bwro~:R'r, G.ltl. K!!-;~858. · 

According to general usage, and agreeably to,feasdn, phi
losophy and common sense, a brother is restored by the' very 
termination of his sentence, without any acti'on of the lodge. 
JloBBIB, .Ant. F. M., iv., 12. ··: · 

We take the gronnd, that a member suspended for non.: 
payment of dues, reinstates himself by making ·l?ay':llent.
MOBRIIl, .Am. F. M., ii., 108. · · · · 

In our opinion, it is neceBBary for a lodge to act upon the 
reinstating of a brother, who has been suspended, and the 
time expired. This is necessary, that the records may ex
hibit a full transcript of the whole case, from beginning t6 
termination-the offense, the suspension, and . res!oration.-
C. W. MooRE. 

To the above, Mxu.EN, (ACACIA, 1855), says: We combatted 
this opinion, when expressed by the Grand Lodge of Vm
GINIA. A person is imprisoned six months ; it requires no 
further action of the court to open the prison doors after 
that term has expired; and, as the doors close behind him, 
he is reinvested with all the rights and privilege~.< of which 
he was divested. · 

• What Vote is Necessary to Restore .. 
An unanimous ballot is necessary to restore· an expelle(l 

mason; but, as a general rule, a two-third vote is tu.tffi.cieut to 
reinstate after suspension.* 

I conceive that. an individual, .indefinitely suspended, n!ay, 
• See Votlng. Majfirily 1ffP&ary. 



US1'0&A.TION-von ~ 1'0 ....-.. 8:11 

at any legal time, be reat<wed by a· mere ID!Qoritr of the lodge, 
as reason and analogy both direct to the conclusion that, a 
lodge may e.xpress its will, in matters unregulated by the 
Collstitutlons, tluough the vote of the Dlftiority.-.MAcqy, 
U. M. L., xvii., 350. 

The restoration of an expelled mason, ia equivalent to the 
admission of a pn6ne; a11d I conceive that to reverse a aen
tenoe of expulsion, and to restore an expelled mason, will r• 
quire as unanimous a vote as that which is necessary on a 
ballot for initiation.-M-ACKEY, U. M. L., xvii., 300. 

Our opinion is, that upon general principles, it requires the 
·same vote to restore an expelled, or indefinitely suspended, 
mason, as to initia&e a person mto the order.-MOJUUB, A.m. 
F. M., iv., 19 . 

.A lodge may reinstate a suspended or expelled member, 
when no appeal has been isken to the Grand Lodge, by a 
vote of two-thirds, in cases of !IUSpension, and an unanimous 
vote, in cases of expulsion.-TU~U, 1854. 

It requires the same unanimeus vote to remove an order 
expelling or suspending a member of a lodge from the priv
ileges of Masonry, that is requisite for the a.lmission of ape
titioner for membership.-Comrt. Fla. 

.A suspended companion or brother, oa.n be reinstated only 
by unanimous ballot, on petition, same as for membership.
Ra. G. Cll4p. lftdiaM, 18Q6 • 

.An expelled mason cannot be restored by a verbal applica
cation. Must send a petition. which is referred to a commit. 
tee, who report in writing, when a ballot is taken, as for 
membership.--0. W. Moou, 1857. 

In all cases of a restoration of a BUBpended mason, a vote 
of two-thirds of the members present shall be requisite, and 
the proceedings shall be had at a meeting of which the mem
bers of the lodge shall have due notice.-Res. Cal., 1855. 

Resolved, That when a companion or a brother is supended 
·by a chapter,hecan only be reinstated by an unal&imout ballot 
in his favor: to attain which he must petition, and his peti-



don shall take the same course aa those of candidate& for 
memberahip.-G. Chap. Iowa, 1856. GEDoB, G. M. La., 1852. 

When a member of a lodge is expelled, for unmasonic coD
duct, he can be restored to his former masonic privileges by o.n 
unanimous vote of the lodge; but if ~ded, and he wishes 
to return after his suspension expires, he has a right to do so, 
and he is entitled to all the rights and privileges which he 
enjoyed before his suspension; and, as he was a memb& of 
the lodge, a ballot is not necessary to restore him to privilege. 
-BAIN, of N. C., 1858. 

It requires the siune unanimous vote to remove the order 
suspending a member of any lodge from the privileges of M~ 
sonry, which is requisite for the admission of a candidate or 
new member.-Const. Ky. 

The Grand Lodge of TENNESSEE will not, hereafter, restore 
an expelled mason to the rights and privileges of Masonry, 
except by the unanimous vote of the members present.
Tenn., 1853. 
It requires an unanimous vote to restore an expelled 

mason • .:._C. MooRE, Ma&. Rev., L, 242. J. W. S. MrrcHELL, 
1855. 

In the absence of any law or usage on that subject, we 
think the same vote that suspended should be required to re
move that suspension.-C. Moou, Mas. Rev., xiv., 110. 

I think that no greater vote is required to restore, than was 
required to pass the sentence.-G. H. GRu, Sen., 185i. 

Two-thirds are required for the reinstatement of a sus
pended, and an unanimous vote for an expelled brother.-Va., 
1858. The consent of a majority is necessary for reinstate
ment after suspension for non-payment of dues.-lb. 

It requires the same unanimous vote to remove an order 
expelling or suspending a member of a lodge from the priv
ileges of Masonry, that is requisite for the admission of ape
titioner for membership.-Const. Fla. 

Indefinite suspension and expulsion alike require an unani
mous ballot to restore.-SWio:&Br, ·G. M. Ky., 1858. 



An expelled or suspended mason may be reatored by the 
lodge in which he was expelled or suspended, by the unani
mous vote of the lodge.-Comt . .Ark. 

The ordeal of an unanimous ballot, and the scrutiny of an 
investigating committee, ought to be the only terms upon 
which a suspended mason ought to be received into good 
fellowship.-&. Mas. Mir. and Key., 1858. 

When no appeal has been taken to the Grand Lodgl', a 
lodge may reinstate a suspended mason, by a two-thirds vote, 
and an expelled mason by an unanimous vote ; prwided, notice 
of the application be given at least two stated meetings pre
vious to action.-.Ra. Te:ra&. 

No expelled mason shall be reinstated, without the unani
mous consent of all the members of the lodge present.
Comt.Md. 



VOTING. 

MODE CJP VOTI!fG, 

ExCEl't' for candidates for the degrees or for memberahip, 
in elections of oflicel'll, and in masonic trials, the usual and 
most ancient masonic mode· of voting, is, by a "show of 
hands;" that is, by holding up the right hand. 

In all questions in the Grand and Subordinate Lodge, which 
are competent, by the by-laws, to be decided by acclamation, 
the vote shall be taken by holding up the right·hand; srid the 
formula for proposing the question from the Chair, shall be in 
these words: " So many as are in favor of this motion, will 
hold up the right hand, at the blow of the gavel;" and after
wards, "So many as are opposed to it, will make the same 
sign;" and the uplifted hands shall, when necessary, be 
counted by the Senior Deacon, who shall report the same to 
the Chair.·-8. C., 1854. 

The opinions or votes of the members are always to be sig
~fied by each holding up one of his hands. * * * Nor 
should any other kind of division be ever admitted among 
masons.-New &g. G. L. Eng., 1767. 

; In the Grand Lodge ofNBW JERSEY, all votes, except those 
f requiring a ballot, "are to be signified by holding up of tight 
{ hands." 

The votes of the members are always to be signified by 
each holding up one of his hands.-Coost. Canada. 

Voting by ayes and nou is contrary to ancient usage. The 
true masonic mode of voting, when ballots are not required, 
is by show of ballds.-G. M. of N. H., 1858. 

No lodge shall decide on the petition of any candidate for 
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initiation or membenhip, in any other manner than by ballot. 
-Comt. Md. 

Calling ayer and n0111 is an innovation.-ENGLISH, C. F. C. 
Ark., 1850. 

In TENNBBBEII, it iB held, tlu~t taking a vote by ayes and n0111 

is unmasonic. n must be done by ballot, or by showing 
hands • .....:c: F. 0: Tenn~, 1852. .. · · · · · 

The holding llp of the hands is n~t the proper way to tak~ 
the sense of the lodge. It should be viva voce, or by ballot.-:-:
Com. La., 1854. 

Voting vivn vou, ~ not in. IL!lCOrdance .w~th anci!)nt .1118g~~ 
-lotro, 1849. 

The question in Masonry is ~ot tak~n viva 110,ce, or by~·. aye 
and nay," but by a "showofhands."-MicKEY, P.M. L., 146. 

In masonic trials, the vote on the nature of the punishmeu• 
should be taken by a show of hands.-MACKEY, U. M. L., xvii., 
325. . 

The troe masonic mode of voti~g is by ball ballots, or by 
show of hands, and not by ayes and n()es.-N. C., 1851. 

The best mode of voting is, by raising the hand ; but tak
ml the ayes and noes, viva voce. iB most common in the west. 
em states.-Mo:aaiB, Code Mas. Law, 397. 

What Ma,iorities Necessary. 

In the absence of constitutional, or other regulation, w.e 
should consider the following majorities as sanctioned by the 
best usage: For degrees, membership, restoration after ex
ptlsion,* excusing from balloting, and honorary membership, 
'Ul unanimous ballot is requisite. 

For conviction on masonic trial, expulsion, indefinite sus
pension, and restoration after indefinite suspension,t a two
third& majority is necessary. 

For definite suspension, suspension of membership, erasure 

• h "Re!t.oraUon. Vote nece111ary." t Ibid. 



from the roll, reprimand, ceJ:Bure, granting demit, withdrawal 
of petition, waiving jurisdiction, and transacting the. general 
business of the lodge, (including elections,) a mo.jority vote is 
sufficient. 

No mason shall be suspended or expelled by any lodge, ex
cept by the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present; 
and no mason, so expelled, can be restored to the privileges 
of Masonry by a subordinate lodge, except the same be spe
cially convened for that purpose, and then only by an unani
mous vote.-Consts. Mo. and Kansas. 

I In cases of the suspension, expulsion, or restoration of a 
member, two-thirds of the votes of the members present shall 
be required, by ballot.-Consts. N. J., Rl., Wis., and I()fl:(],. . -

For expulsion or suspension, definite or indefinite, the vote 
must be two-thirds of those present; but for reprimand, a 
majority will be sufficient. The votes on the nature of the 
pWiishment, must be taken by show of hands.-Comt. 8. C. 

It shall require a vote of two-thirds of the members pre~ 
ent to sustain any specification or charge. No greater num
ber of votes ·shall be required· to inflict a pWiishment, than is 
necessary· to sustain a charge.-Const • .Ark. 

• A vote of two-thirds shall be necessary to find a verdict of 
· guilty, and a like vote shall be required to suspend or expel; 
but a majority shall be sufficient to reprim~nd or censure. A 
vote of two-thirds shall be requisite to restore a suspended 
or expelled mason.-Regs. Cal. 

In all cases of suspension or expulsion, two-thirds of the 
l!laster masons present must concur in the sentence.-Contf . 
.Ala. 

In all cases of suspension or expulsion of any member from 
the privileges of Masonry, two-thirds of the votes of all tho 
members present shall be required; pr01Jided, in all such cases 
a majority of the whole lodge be present.-lbid. 

An absolute majority of all the votes cast, shall be nece&- · 
sary to convict; three-fourths to expel; two-thirds to s'qao 



pend; and a majority to reprove or reprimand. In no case 
shall a brother be allowed to vote, who was not present at 
the commencement, and during the whole progress of, the 
trial.-Comt. JA. 

A two-thirda vote shall be required to inflict the penalty 
of expulsion.-Const. Min. 

A majority of all the members present may expel a brother, 
for unm&~~onic conduct. * * * An expelled brother shall, 
in no case, be rest~red to the privileges of Masonry, without 
an 1lll811imous vote.-.Res. Tenn., 1853 . 

.A. majority of the members shall be sufficient to suspend a 
member ; two-thirds of those present shall be necessary to 
expeL-Comt. D. C. 

A suspension may be removed by a majority; but the 
unanimous consent of the lodge present shall be necessary 
for the reinstatement of an expelled mason.-lb. 

A vote of two-thirds present, is required to suspend or 
expel.-Const. N. C. 

The prevailing opinion is, that definite suspension may be 
inflicted by a two-thirds vote.-MACKEY, U. M. L., xvii., 314. 

No one can be indefinitely suspended, unless after due 
trial, and upon at least a two-thirds vote of the members 
present.-MAcKEY, U. M. L., xvii., 315. 

The usage has obtained, of requiring a two-thirds vote to 
secure a conviction, in masonic trials.-M..tCKEY, U. M. L., 
xrii., 324. 

A memher indefinitely suspended, for gross unmasonic 
conduct, should not be restored without an unanimous vote. 
-HUBBA.RD, Ohio, 1853. 

A majority vote is sufficient to suspend, expel, or repri
mand a brother. The Master has the right, ex officio, to 
reprimand any offending or disorderly member or visitor, 
without the vote of the lodge.-lbid. 

Masonry has no nsage or rule requiring 11. tw()-third vote 



to expel.· .A majority vote is sufficient, and no by-laws should 
exist contrary thereto.-lllid. 

&solved, That a recommendation of a subordinate lodge, 
authorizing a candidate to take the degrees in another l:>d,;c, 
out of its jurisdiction, must be passed at a regular t:ommu
nication, and by an unanimous votc.-MiS&., 1850. 

The resolution, (above,) as adopted, we hold, contains a 
radical error, and removes au old landmark, or usage of the 
society. Numerous decisions of Grand Lodges have ·been 
made on the point, that a majority vote, in such cases, is suf
ficient.-IIATCR, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1850. 

The vote to waive jurisdiction is not by ballot, but viva 
voa, or by show of hands, and a bare majority may carry 
tt.-MoRBIS, Am. F. M., iv., '17. 

I know of no ancient written law upon the subject; but it 
seems to me that the question· of consent :ror one lodge to 
finish the work of another) is simply in the nature of a reso
lution, and may be determined by a majority vote.-MACKEY, 
·u. M. L., :z:vii., 230. 

I have no doubt that censure may be done on mere motion, 
without previous notice, and by a bare majority preseiit.
MAODT, U. M. L., xvii., 305 • 

.A two-thirds vote, at least, (in our opinion,) should be re
quired to suspend or· expel ony brother.-HA.swKLL, C. F. C. 
Vt., 1851. J. W. S. MlTCHELL, 1855. 

No question can arise in a subordinate lodge requiring 
unanimity, except balloting for degrees or membe~;ship.
&g. Tenn., 1857. 

The Grand Lodge (MARYLAND) has always held, that a ma
iority may expel.-C. F. C. Md., 1854. 

The MISSISSIPPI law requires two-thirds to expel; but an 
unanimous vote to re-admit to the fratemity.-MBLLKN, C. F. C. 
Miss., 1855. · 

Two-thirds of all- 4he members present shall be necessary 



to expel from all the rights and privileges of Masonry; but 
a majority shall be sufficient to inflict minor punishment. No 
expelled mason shall be restored to the rights and privileges 
of Masonry, wit}lout an unanimous vote._.;.Re.•. Ohio, 1821. 

The Commrttee on _Foreign (',orr~ of FLoRIDA, for 
1850, object to recommending candidates by one lodge to 
another, by leBB than an unanimous vote. 

The usage best !mown m ibis juriadiction is, that a major
ity is sufiicient to grant a demit.-Mo., 1858. 



THE MASTER. 
JIIGIITII, PBIIIROGA1'IVEB, .AND AUTHORITY OF. 

TRB powers and privileges of the Master of a lodge are 
by no means limited in extent. No one can preside in his 
lodge in his presence, without his consent, and it therefore 
follows, that charges against him cannot be tried in his lodge. 
He may call to his assistance any master mason he pleases; 
may call special meetings, and open, close, or call off his 
lodge, at pleasure. He may command the attendance of his 
officers and members at any time, by summons ; may appoint 
all committees not otherwise provided for; may decide all 
questions of order or masonic law; has the right to install 
his officers, after he has been himself installed, and also his 
successur in flice; h"lll special charge of the charter of his 
lodge, and, in t~xtr"me cases, may refuse to open his lodge, 
or to deliver to any subordinate officer, or to the members, 
the po88ession of ihe charter. He is, however, bound to 
conform tr• the Constitution and edicts of his Grand Lodge, 
and the by-laws of his own lodge, and all the ancient estab
lished usages :md landmarks of the order. He would not be 
jnstified in refuaing to put any motion, regularly made and 
&eCOilded, not conflicting with the above. He cannot autho
rize any brother, even though he be a Past Master, to preside 
in his absence ; cannot refuse to declare a vote or ballot, 
when regularly taken; and cannot refuse to sign a diploma 
for a brother in good standing. These ·are a few of his many 
rights and privileges. 

The Master of a particular lodge has the right and authority 
of congregating the members of his lodge, at pleasure, upon 



Tllll KAI!Tll1l-RJGB'I'81 PRDOGATIVIIII, Alf]) AU'l'HOVl'r al. 881 

any emergency or occurrence, as well as to appoint the time 
and place of their usual fortning.-Old Reg., 1720, ii. 

We believe it is well settled by nearly every Grand Lodge 
in the United States, that agreeable to masonic law, the power 
of a Master in his lodge is absolute. He is the supreme 
arbiter of all questions of order, so far as the meeting is 
concerned, nor can any appeal be made from his decision to 
that of the lodge. He is amenable for his conduct to the 
Grand Lodge alone, and to that body must every complaint 
against him be made. For no misdemeanor, however great, 
can he be tried by his lodge, for as no one has a right to 
preside there in his presence, except himself, it would be 
absurd to suppose that he could sit as the judge in his own 
case.-C. F. C. Fla., 1848. HASWELL, C. F. C. Vt., 1851. 

Another lodge was closed by its Master early in the winter, 
till the next annual election, for alleged insubordination. 
Tho principle I hold to be erroneous.-LEWIB, G. M. of N. 
Y., 1858. 

All committees shall be appointed by the Master.-8tandard 
B·y-latos, N. Y., 1858. 

The Master has no power to put off the stated monthly 
communication of his lodge. He is bound to support the 
b_y-laws of his lodge.-C. W. MOORE, 1845. 

The Master bas no right to delegate his authority in his 
lodge; in his absence, all his authority is vested in the Senior 
W arden.-ANDERBON, G. M. Rl., 1855. Grand Lodge, do. 

Except in eucb matters as manifestly infringe the estab. 
liahed regulations of Masonry, it is a stretch of power for 
the Master to refuse to entertain a motion regularly made 
~nd seoonded.-MoBRIB, 1859. 

After his own installation, the Master has the power to 
install the rest of his officers. Has particularly in charge 
the warrant of Constitution ; right to call special meetings 
when be pleases, and is sole judge of emergency requiring· 
them; right to eloae hie lodge at any bonr, whether bu,inesl 



ill iailbed or not ; ia opreme in his loGge, eo far as the lodge 
is concerned; is hia prerogative to appoint all committees
not otherwise specially provided; and is ex ojfi£io chairman 
of every committee he chooses to attend.-MACKEY, P.M. L. . . . ~ . . 

The Maater cannot suapend a member. of the J,odge.
MolUWI, .4m. F. M., ii., 147. 

It would be legal for the Master to take himsel( together 
with the charter, out of the lodge; wllile at labor, withOut 
closing the lodge.-lbid. iii.; 2. · 

The Master, when about to be absent for several meetings, 
cannot delegate his authority to a Past Master during such 
absence.-MoRRis, Am. F. M., iii., 18. · 

According to general usage, the Mal!ter ~ay vote in his 
capacity of member once; and if there be a tie, he mayvote 
again as presiding officer.-MoRRJS, Am. ·p.M., iv., 61. 

The decisions of the Master upon questions of masonic law 
and usage ar-e, with respect to his own lodge, absolute.
Mis&., 1850. 

The Master is ex oificio chairman of the Board of Relief;. 
he appoints all coDllllittees ; holds the charter, jewels, and 
title deeds belonging to the lodge, in hi& possession; draws 
all orders upon the Treasurer ; calls lodge meetings at his 
pleasure; admits or rejects visiting brethren at his dis
cretion ; has the casting vote when the connt is equat, &c:~ 
MoiUUB, ·Code Ma.!. Law, 368. 

Within the limits of the ~ncient charges and regti1ations 
of the order, the rules and oonstimtio1111 of the-Grand Lodge, 
and the by-laws of his lodge, the authority of :the Mester ie 
supreme d~ hie ter.m·of:office-H:IAJI;J), MC1S1.,-l80S.. . 

Master's rights do not take effect. tintil . his instaBation·. 
Absolute in his own 1od~. : Obedience ia hie:right... lAdge 
cannot remove, cei~Jl1ml,<Qt .suspend Jlim1 vote bbnd'toDi ille 
chair; or prevent him taking it. Cannot co!l1pethim to ~ea; 
cloae, or adjourn the lodge .. ·He decidea all poioal·of orda-9· 

Clel'eliKIDial, ltlUODic ·Ia• ; diaeipline; ineludblg 11.J'l'Mgement 



of buaineE, &c., is only amenable to Graod Lodge. Viaiiora 
ooly admitted by his permissiou.-D. G. M. lrelaftd, 1867. 

When any m(\tion, not contrary to the laws, shall have been 
regularly made and seconded, it shall not be competent for 
the Gra00 Mluiter, or brother officiating in the chair, to refuse 
to put the same to vote ; and if any doubt shall ariae as to 
the int.erpretatioJJ, of a law, the power of deciding the same 
shall be vested not in the chair, but in the meeting,-Const. 
~. . 

This we believe to be perfectly consistent with the spirit 
and the letter of ancient Freemasonry.-G. W. C. 

The decision of the Master, on a point of (masonic) law, is 
not a proper subject for discUBBion by his lodge, unless by 
his request and permission.-HussARD, Ohio, 1851. 

It is the prerogative of the l\faster to postpone the work· 
at any time, at his discretion.-Ibid. 

The Master has the power, as it is his duty, to reprimand 
a brother, if necessary, to prevmt confusion among the 
workmen, or even have him led out of the lodge.-lbid. · 

· By ancient usage, it is one of the privileges of the Master 
to call to his counsel and assistance any of the well-informed 
brethren.-lbfd. ' 

Appeals from the Decision o'f the Master. 

It . is well settled; that no appe~ can be taken from the 
decision of·a Master in the chair, to the lodge. ·The rule is 
absolute, and admi~ of no exception. His decisions cannot 
even be discuBSe~ by the lodge, ex:cept by his collBent. (We 
do not think tlie same rule should apply to a Grand Master.) 
The oply appeal allowed from the decision of the Master of a 
subordinate lodge is to the Grand Lodge · 

Appeals from the 'decision of the W. Master are not au
thorized by the usages of M;asonry. They are unknown.-
Hu:SBABD, G. M. Ohio, 1851. · 

No appeai from the decision of the Master of a lodge lies. 



in any case whatsoever. Right or wrong, as any individual 
member may suppose, it is final, and reveraable only by him· 
self, 9r by the Grand Lodge, in a proper way.-lbid. 

Agreeable to masonic law, the power of a Master in his 
lodge is absolute. He is the supreme arbiter of all questions 
of order, so far as the meeting is concerned; nor can any 
appeal be made from his decision to that of the lodge. He 
is amenable for his conduct to the Grand Lodge alone, and 
to that body must every complaint ag\inst him be made. 
For no misdemeanor, however great, can he be tried by his 
lodge ; for, as no one has a right to preside there, in his 
presence, except himself, it would be absurd to suppose that 
he could sit as the judge in his own cas e.-HAswELL, Vt., 1851. 

No appeal to the lodge can be taken from the decision of 
the Master, on the Warden occupying the chair in his ab
sence.-Const&. N. Y. and Min. 

No appeal lies from the decision of a Grand Master in the 
chair, or his Deputy or Warden occupying the chair in his 
absence.-.lbid. C. F. C. N. H., 1852. 

The ~ecision of the Master of a lodge cannot be reversed. 
Const. N.C. 

N~ appeal from the decision of the Master in the chair, lie. 
to the lodge.-Const. D. C . 

.An appeal from the decisions of the Grand Master may be 
had at any time, if the call therefor is seconded.--Const • .Ala. 

No appeal from any decision of the Master of a lodge shall 
be taken to the body of the lodge.-Con.t. Ortgon. 

Appeals to the lodge, from the decision of the Master, are 
not in accordance with masonic law.- G. M. of N. H., 1850. 

. There is no appeal from the decision of the Grand Master 
in any matter coming before him for his decision in Grand 
Lodge ; and the same rule applies to the Master of a subor
dinate lodge, or any other officer while presiding.-Res. Cal. 
1850. 
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No appeal lies from the decision of a Master of a subor
dinate lodge, or his Wardens, in tho chair, except to Grand 
Lodge.-C. F. C. N. H., 1852. 

It is the judgment of the Grand Lodge of GaoROIA, that no 
appeal can be entertained from the decision of the Master to 
the lodge over which he presides.-&s. Geo., 1851. 

The decision of a presiding officer in a lodge is conclusive, 
and there is no appeal therefrom.-ENGLISH, C. F. C. A ric., 1850. 

Where there is no express provision to the contrary, we 
consider an appeal from the Grand Master not only allowa
ble, but an inherent right.-Fuu.Ea, C. F. C. Tenn., 1858 

Resolved, That an appeal does lie in all cases from the de
cision of the General Grand High Priest to the General Grand 
Chapter, which alone can, in the last resort, by vote of two 
thirds of the members present, determine what is the masonic 
law or custom. Provided, that this resolution, as a rule, ope
rating in the decisions of this G. G. Body, shall only operate 
and have effect in this body, and shall not be considered as 
operating, or having any effect in State Grand Chapters or: 
subordinates.-G. G. Chap., 1856. 

It is not in accordance -with ancient masonic usage, to allow 
an appeal to be taken from the decision of the Master, to the 
Jodgo which he governs, upon any question whatever.· For 
any undue aBBumption of authority, he is amenable io the 
Grand Lodge, which alone has a right to hear and determine 
such matters.-C. F. C. Ohio, 1848. 

In which your committee fully concur.-C. F. C. of R. L, 
1850. 

No appeal lies from the decision of the Grand Master, in 
the chair, or his deputy or Wardens occupying the chair, in 
his absence. The same rule applies to the Master and his 
W ardens.-IIATCH, C. F. C. of N. Y., 1851. 

There is no appeal from the decision of the Master in the 
enair.-C. F. C. of N. C., 1851. 

An appeal does not lie from the decision of the Grand 
l'l 
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:Master to the body of the Grand Lodge, under no circum
stances whatever; and so likewise the decision of a Master 
of a lodge, upon a matter properly submitted to him, is final 
and conclusive.-C. F. C. of Cal., 1851. 

In the Grand Lodge of NBW JERSEY, 1855, on a motion tq 
adopt, the chair decided, &c., and "the decisiQn was ap. 
pealed from. Question taken on the appeal, and chair sus
tained." In the same Grand Lodge, in 1856, a similar appeal 
was decided to be out of order 

Thete can be no appeal from the decision of the Master, 
except to the Grand Lodgc.-Standard B~to~, S. C., 1856. 
Miss., 1850. 

According to masonic usage, no appeal lies from the de
cision of the Master of a lodge to the lodge over which he 
presides. The only remedy of a member who feels aggrieved 
by the decision of his Master, is io be sought iu an appli
cation to the Grand Lodge.-RrcE, D. G. M. Geo., 1856. 

We cannot agree with those who claim that na appeal can 
b.e taken from the decision of a Grand Master, or Master, to 
t'he body over which he presides. We regarrl the assertion 
of this power as entirely of modern origin, and not warranted 
by the old Constitutions of Masonry. So far as the mere 
masonic work of a lodge is concerned, we admit there is 
some plausi~ility in their argument; but to contend that no 
appeal, on any decision whatever, whether business or other
wife, can be taken to the body of the lodge, is an assumption 
of power altogether too great to repose in the hands of any 
one iudividnal.-C. F. C. Te~m., 1853. 

The decision of the Master of a lodge upon any question 
or point before it, is final and conclusive, and there is no 
appeal from it, except to Grand . Lodge or the Grand lt!Mter. 
-Reg. Mis~. 

It is wrong to admit an-appeal, everr by courtesy, because 
by these is nltimately established a precedent, from which 
will be claimed the right to take an appeal.~OHR, C. F r. 
Md.,l849. 
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Appeals from the decision of the Muter are not in confol'
mity with masonic usage. The decision of the Master is 
final, except as to the Grand Lodge, to which body he ia 
amenable.-C. W. MooRE, 1850. 

This Grand Encampment being a legiala~ve body, acknow
ledging no superior, admits an appeal from decision of chair, 
on any question under consideration; prooitkd such appeal 
shall not be maintained, except by a two-thirds majority. 
This right is adopted for the Grand Encampment alone, and 
not to be construed as establishing a precedent for any other 
muonic body.-G. G. Ene., 1856. 

The ancient usage, that there can be no appeal from the 
1 decision of the Master, on questions of masonic law and 

usage, is right and proper. But in all cases relating to the 
legislative policy and government of the lodge, the majority 
ought to rule, and every question affecting no law or usage 
of Masonry, ought to be submitted to the voice of the lodge. 
The autocratic power of Masonry reLtcs solely and entirely 
to the work of the order, its landmarks, usages and customs. 
-HYNEliAN, Mir. and Key., 1868. 4 

There is no appeal from the decision of the Grand Master 
in any matter coming before him for his decision in Grand 
Lodge, and the same rule obtains with the Master of a sub
ordinate lodge, or the officer presiding.-Res; Col., 1851. 

Highly improper, and contrary to ancient regulations and 
landmarks.-111., 1856. 

The Grand Lodge of illinois claims the right of appeal 
from. the decision of the Grand Master, on a question of 
order.-C. F. C. Ill., 1858. 

We consider a Grand Lodge in these days as simply the 
legislature of the craft; and as it is the supreme authority, 
beyond which there is no tribunal where an appeal can be 
maintained, it seems a very absurdity that one man, the tem
porary officer of its own elevation, chould be permitted, un
questioned, to declare upon what subject it shall or shall not 
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deliberate, and with despotic power, to pronounce and main
tain his single opinion in opposition, as it may be, to the 
united voice of the body which created him.-ABELL, C. F. 
C. Cal., 1858. In which opinion we agree.-G. W. C. 

A.n appeal from the decision of the Master, on a question 
of order, is not masonic.-Wis., 1854. 

Appeals from the decision of the Grand Master, and pr()
tests against such decisions, are decidedly nmnasonic.-C. F. 
C. of R. 1., 1858. 

This Grand Lodge will not sanction an appeal from the 
decision of the Master of a lodge.-Tenn., 1856. 

The Grand Lodge, (DISTRICT OF CoLUKBIA) permits appeala 
from the decision of the Grand Master to be taken ; and 
Omo has decided, that a member of a subordinate lodge may 
appeal from the decision of the Master, and that the lodge 
may reverse his decision ; but we hold, that it is wrong to 
admit an appeal, even by courtesy.-PARVIN, C. F. C. 1o1M, 
1850. 

Entertaining an appeal from the decision of the Grand 
Master, is a dangerous precedent.-O'SULLIVAN, C. F. C. Mo., 
1858. 

No appeal lies from the decision of the Master to the lodge 
over which he presides, but his decision is final.-~rk., 1852. 

There is no appeal from the decision of the Master, except 
to the Grand Master, or the Grand Lodge.-Texas, 1855. 

There can be no appeal from the decision of the Master to 
the lodge, on any qnestion.-MACKEY, P. M. L. 124. C. F. 
C. F7a., 1850. 

Very nnmasonic for a Master to permit an appeal from his 
decision.-HALL, G. M. Texas, 1858. 

In our opinion, the right of a member of a lodge or chapter 
to appeal from the decision of the chair, does not exist-
C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., vi., 113. 

According to the usages of Masonry fr()m time immemorial, 



no appeal can, of right, be taken from the decision of the presid
ing oticer to the body over which he presides.-W. B. Hua
BAJU>, T110JUB R. BJ~.ADLn, B. B. Fuxoa. Ra. G. G. Ch4p., 
1850. 

In this state, (PlnfNBYLT.A.NIA,) there is no appeal from the 
decision of the Master of a lodge, or the one presiding in hie 
absence, except to the Grand Lodge.-Mas. Mir. and Key., 
1857. 

Suspension of By-laws. 
It is a well-settled rule of masonic law, that a lodge cannot 

suspend the operation of a by-law. A by-law can be altered, 
amended, or repealed, in the manner provided for by the by
Jaws themselves, and in no other way, (except by a superior 
power.) But a by-law cannot be suspended. 

No lodge can suspend the operation of a by-law.-Comts. 
Me. and MQIJI. 

No lodge can suspend its by-laws.-COORt. N. C. 

Nor shall any lodge suspend the operation of :ts by-laws 
for any purpose whatever, except by dispensation.-Canst. Gu. 

No lodge can suspend the operation of a by-law, without 
the unanimous consent of the lodge.-Const. Wis. 

No lodge under this jurisdiction shall, on any occasion or 
pretense whatever, suspend any of its by-la ws.-Const. Iowa.* 

No lodge can suspend their by-laws, or any of them.
Consts. Mo. and Kansas. 

It has ever been considered here as a principle of masonic 
law, that a lodge cannot, under any circUIDBtances, dispeuse 
with, or suspend a!ly portion of, its by-laws.-llicn:Y, S.C., 
1855. 

By-laws may be •.brogated or amended in the manner pro
vided for by themselves, or by the Grand Lodge ; out they 
cannot be suspended to meet any particular emergency, or 
whim of a majority of the members.-C. W. Moou, 1850 • 

• The CoustllutiOD or 1844, adds : " Wllhout the asseul or all the membet• 
present." 



Our opinion is, that the power to suspend . a by-law of, a 
lodge, resides in the Grand Master, and, in certain eMe&, in 
his Deputy; . but nowhere else, unle88 · othel'Wiil6 determined 
by the Grand Lodge.-C. W. MooRE. 

A lodge has no right to suspend it.e by•Iaws.-HusBAJID, 
Ohio, 1852. Com. Juris. ·do. G. Lodge do. · 

A subordinate lodge cannot, by resolUtion, do aw~y or 
change a by-law.-HuBBARD, Ohw, 1853. · 

It is inconsistent with ancient usage, for the by-laws of a 
lodge to contain a provision permitting a dispensing with any 
portion of the same, under any circumstances;-Reg. 111. 

The by-laws are the prescribed rules of masonic ao~on. 
To suspend them is to remove ev_er;y ,\)arrier, overthrow the 
established usages and customs, and obliterate the landmarks 
of the order.-Com. Iowa, iM5. · · · ''-

A lodge cannot suspend its own by-laws,.to_snit any parnc-
ular case.-'---SWIGEBT, G:Jf. Ky.; 1858. · ''· · ' · ···-

There i~ no power to dispense with, or snspend thlby-
laws of a lodge.-Mo., 1858. · · - - -

If a suspending clause exist in a code of by-lam, they may 
be suspended; not otherwise. But such a clause is, at least, 
very imprndent.-Momus, Am. F. l!L, it, 14. 

Ca.lling 01!'. 

When a masonic body does that which in an ordinary legis
lative or deliberative assembly is ~rined ''adjourning,:' i,t is 
denominated "calling off." To call off, is to suspznd business 
or work until some future period;- to adjottr11, is••to db the 
same. The first ill the term usually appliea f;(, the adjouni
ment of a masonic body. It is now considered as the most 
appropriate term, and is that almost nniv.ers:illy used. 

Origina.:y, it is supposed, the term referred exclusively to 
the act of suspending labor, for the purpose of partaking of 
refreshment, during the day. Hence, the familiar technical 
phrase, "calling from labor to refreshment.' LaUerly, it has 
been used to designate those suspensions of business or work 
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where the peculiar ceremonies of "closing" are partially or 
wholly omitted, without reference to the period which would 
elapse before the business is resumed. 

To call off ftom time to time, during t'M same day or evening, 
is considered to be consistent and masonic; but the some
what prevalent practice of calling off a subordinate lodge frou 
one date to another, is now generally condemned as irregular, 
productive of evil, if not decidedly unmasonic. 

The Grand Lodges of DELAWARE, NEw HAliPIIHIRE, M.AI!fl" I 
ARLL'fSAS, CALIFORNIA, LoUISIANA, WISCONSIN, NORTH CAROLINA, 
SoUTH CARoLINA, Omo, NEW JERSEY, ILLINOis, MARYLAND, ALA· I 
B..UU., INDIANA, CoNNECTICUT, MissoURI, TENNESSEE, IowA, VEB
KONT, NEW YORK, FLORIDA, GEORGIA, MICHIGAN, MINNESOTA, 
KENTUCKY, TExAs and OREGON," call off," or "call from labor 
to refreshment," from day to day, during their annual commu
nication, and close at the end of their labors. VIRGINIA ~nd 
MIBBISSIPPI regularly" close" at each Sitting. MASSACHUSETTS, 
RHODE ISLAND, DISTRICT oF CoLUJ[BIA, KANSAS and NEBRASKA, 
usually require but one sitting to complete their business, 
and, therefore, regularly close. The above, therefore, settles 
the regularity of calling off a Grand Lodge, from day to day, 
until ita business is completed. The same rule will not, how
ever, apply to a subordifllJte lodge. A communication of a 
Grand Lodge may occupy several consecutive days, and in
clude even ten or more distinct sessions or sitting11, and yet 
be but om communication; while a communication of a sub
ordinate lodge cannot extend beyond the date upon which it 
is commenced. 

Adjournments are also an innovation; a lodge about to have 
a recess, is reminded, by the Junior Warden, that they are 
called from "labor to refreshment;" and_ on resuming, they 
are called from "refreshment to labor." A week or more may 
intervene during this recess.-HABWELL, Vt., 1851. 

The Grand Lodge shall not be closed until the business 
before it shall have been disposed of; and if it be found im
pra"ticable to complete the business in one evening, tho 
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Grand Lodge shall be called off from labor until a subsequent 
evening; which course shall be adopted until the whole 
amount of business shall have been disposed of.-8. C., 1853. 

The stated meetings of subordinate lodges shall not be 
construed to mean any other than the meeting specified in 
the by-laws of the lodge; and no adjourned or called meetin;; 
shall be considered to be part of said stated meeting.-Con$1. 
Cal . 

.Adjourning a lodge is irregular. A masonic lodge should 
be closed, or the craft should be called from labor to refresh
ment.-G. M. of N. H., 1850. 

Adjourning a lodge ia unmasonic.-ENOLISII, C. F. C. Al"lc., 
1850. 

We consider the practice of calling off from one date to 
another, as wrong in principle, need! eBB and bad in practice, 
and, so far as our information extends, a modern innovation.
CHASE, Mtu. Jour., 1857. 

There can be no adjournment of the lodge to another day; 
nor can it be called off beyond the same day and evening. It 
may be closed to stand closed until a particular day, &c.
Reg. Ark. 

lt is highly irregular and unusual, and productive of great 
confueion.-MoRBIS. 

We have before us manuscript records, running back to 
within sixteen years of the reorganization of Masonry in ENG
LAND, in 1717, when the present governmental system was 
adopted, and the lodges brought more immediately under the 
rule of written laws; and there is not a single instance of a 
meeting being held, whether regular or special, in which tho 
record does not specify that the lodge was "regularly 
opened." There is no record of the lodge being "called on " 
at the beginning, nor is there any of its being" called off" at 
the close of the evening. If the business before it was ~.ut 
finished, for want of time, it was deferred, and tho lodge was 
"closed" until the next stated meeting. If the business was 
pressing, the Master acrd Wardens were authorized to call a 
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meeting on a" by-night;" i. e., on an intermediate night, when 
the lodge waa regularly opened. This was the practice of 
the early fathers of Masonry in this country. It is the prac
tice of their immediate successors at the present day. We 
have never witnessed OilY other, though it seems a different 
rule has obtained in some sections of the country. 

Colling off, fr:om one date to another, is clearly not war· 
ranted by the usages of Masonry, as practiced by the early 
lodges of ENGLAND, and by the first lodges in this country.-
C. W. Moou, F. Mag., xii., 290. 

I believe the practice of " CALLING OFF " from time to time, 
BEYOND THE DAY or JIBBTING, prevails pretty generally, now, 

-in the UNITED SuTEB. I have always regarded it as an inno
vation, if not upon the ancient landmarks, at least upon the 
custom of onr old Masters. 

As I view this matter, the calling off from day to day of a 
Grand Lodge is proper. The Grand Lodge is only the crea. 
tnre of its subordinates, and it being a representative body, 
it may adopt rules of proceedings that would be decidedly 
out of place in a subordinate lodge.-B. B. FBENCB, Mas. Jour., 
1857. 

A Committee of the Grand Council of MississiPPI, in speak· 
ing of the by·laws of a subordinate council, say: "Article 
•... , authorizes the calling off, from a stated meeting to any 
other convenient time. This your committee deem improper, 
holding that each stated meeting should be closed in due 
form, though a special meeting may be called for the transao
tion of such business proper to be attended to at a called 
meeting." 

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters of the Grand 
Council of Omo, in their report, speak of the proceedings of 
a certain council as "defective and objectionable, in that said 
council appears to have been opened on February 1st, 1856, 
and still continues open, (Oct. 15th, 1856.) This continuation 
of a meeting, from time to time, during a long period, with· 
out going through the formalities of opening and closing, 

17* 
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10ur committee deem unmasonic and reprebensible."--.Hz.. 
Jour., 1857. 

No stated meeting can be called off beyond the day and 
night in which it was opened, and the lodge must be reg
ularly closed before the brethren ftisperse.-Standard By-
laws Ky., 1854. Stani/q.rd By-laws Me., 1857. · 

The Grand Master (DuNLAP) announced it as his opinion, 
that the practice of calling off lodges, from date to date, was 
unmasonic ; and, that although the Grand Lodge was a re
presentative body, yet as it" ought to set good examples for 
its subordinates," and that be should "~ the Grand LOdge 
at the end of each day's labor, unleBS, by vote, he·was re
quested to do otherwise," it was voted that he "be re
quested to call off from day to day, until the busineBS of the 
session was finished."-Pro. Gr. Lodge Mt. Mas. Jour.,l857. 

The question of " calling off a lodge " to a future day, has 
also been presented. My instruction has been, that a lodge 
cannot be regularly" called off" beyond the day on which it 
meets. I find in all the old records to which I have had ac
cess, that all lodges have been invariably closed before the 
brethren separated. Masonic usage, as practiced in the 
earlier days of the order, would, therefore, discountenance 
this practice. I would also suggest, in this connection, that 
as "calling off" simply implied a suspension of labor for a 
abort time,jOJ" refreshment, previous to completing the work, it 
cannot justify a calling off to act upon business that was not 
known of at the timll of the first meeting; and, if done, amounts 
to an adjournment of the lodge, which has been condemned as 
unmasonic, by all masonic writers within my knowledge.
MuRRAY, D. D. G. M. of Me., 1857. 

The Committee on Charters and Dispensations of the Grand 
Lodge of MISSISSIPPI, for 1856, report the practice of calling 
off from day to day, instead of closing, as irregular. 

&solved, That in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, the 
practice of opening chapters, and calling off and on from one 
meeting to another, ins•ead of closing the chapter, is highly 
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improper, and contrary to ~ ancient customs and usages.-·· 
Gr. Chap. Ky., 1857. C. F. C. Md., 1867. Do. Mo., 1858. 

A lodge should never adjourn, but rl~; for, to adjourn, is 
aomethipg unknown to Masonry. A lodge cannot wll ojffrom 
one regular or monthly meeting to nnother. When it has 
work on band which may require repeated meetings, it may 
there CALL OFF from one meeting to another, until the work 
is completed, and then CLOSE (and not adjourn) in the usual 
manner.-BAIN, of N: C., 1858. 

A Grand Lodge can adjourn from day to day, during the 
session; but must close at the end of it. A subordinate 
lodge can adjourn from one stated regular meeting to any pe
riod before the next, or to the next regular meeting. Sucht at 
least, is the rule in this jurisdiction.-HATCH, C. F. C. of 
N. Y., '1851. 

All authorities agree, that at a called off meeting, nothing 
can be done but the unfinillhed busin88.!1 of the former scs
sion.-MoRRIB, A.m. F. 1¥1., iii., 3a. 

A lodge cannot adjourn ita state<l meetings beyond the day 
or evening fixed by the by-laws. All other meetings are 
special meetings.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., xvii., 320. 

At any meeting to which a lodge may be called off, only 
such business shall be transacted as originated on the day of 
the stated meeting, and could not then be finished. Such 
business must be specified on the minutes, and announced to 
the members when the lodge is called off.-Reg. Miss. 

The duty of closing a lodge is as imperative as that of open
ing.-ANoN., Fm. Mag., 1849. 

Adjourning, or calling off from labor to refreshment, from 
time to time, and calling such subsequent communications a 
continuation of the stated, is irregular, and contrary to the 
spirit of the institution.-Lss, Mich., 1852. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the practice of "call
ing off" a subordinate lodge from one date to another, is not 
in accordance with ancient masonic usage, is productive of 
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much evil, and should he discontinued in lodges where it hall 
been practiced, and disc~untenanccd by all, being unmasonic. 
-Ra. Maine, 1857. 

·My opinion has been, and is yet, that adjournmepts wero 
unknown in ancient Masonry, and not used by subordinate 
lodges until in latt-er times.-HuBBARD, G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

On motion: Resolved, That the Grand Lodge will adjourn 
&ine die, on Friday next.-Extradfrom P1·o. Ind., 1857. 

It is unmaaonic to adjourn a lodge; it must be closed or 
called off.-lnd., 1858. 

The practice of adjourning a stated meeting to another day, 
and calling this adjourned meeting a stated one, and allowing 
balloting for candi<lates, and all other business of a stated 
meeting to be done on the adjourned day, is a violation of the 
spirit of our Constitution.-LRE, G. M. l'tlich., 1848. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the terms" adjourned," 
"met by appointment,"" called oft" for two weeks," (or any 
other time, except for actual refreshment,} are unknown to 
Masonry, and should not be used in masonic lodges.-Res. 
Min., 1857. 

The word adjourn, we believe to be unknown in Masonry. 
-C. F. C. of R. L, 1858. 

A lodge must be closed before the period of each stated 
meeting.-lowa, 1851. 

Calling off from time to time, instead of closing the lodge, 
is not correct.-Ky., 1857. 

It ia improper to call off instead of closing.-Mo., 1858. 

There can be no adjournment af a lodge to another day; 
nor can it be called off beyond the same day or evening. It 
may be closed, to stanrl closed until a particular day.-Reg. 
Ark. 

Stated meetings should be closed within the twenty-four 
hours fixed by the by-laws for stated meetings. Irregular to 
call them off.- Texas, 1858. 
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Adjournmeni ia a term not recognised in JIIIIIIODI'1· Lode• 
ue either dOled, or calkd /'Nifll labM to r.jnllantent. In the 
latter case, the lodge is still supposed to be open, and may 
resume its labors at any time indicated by the Master.
M.ACKBY, P. M. L., 147. 

No meeting can be continued after its members separate; 
and they should never separate without first closing their 
Jodge. Calling off until the next evening, or the next week, 
and considering the latter a continuation of the stated meet
ing, is wrong-radically wrong.-c. Moou, Mas. Rev. 

It is held by our best writers that, a lodge called off to a 
day or night subsequent, is not so much a part of the original. 
meeting as to be called stated or regular. Nothing can be 
done at a called-off meeting which cannot be done at a called 
meeting. Such a thing as calling off from one day to another, 
ought not to be tolerated in any masonic body. It is irreg
ular, and contrary to the symbolism of Mssonry.-MoRRis, 
..4m. F. M., v., 92. 

Special Keetinca. 

The mee~ngs, or communications, of a lodge, are of two 
kinds, viz : the regular monthly meetings provided for and 
required by the by-laws, and those occasional meetings called 
from time to time, for special purposes. The first named arc 
termed "stakd "* communications, and the latter, "special" 
communications. 

It is a well-settled ru1E~, that no busineBB can be transacted 
at a 8p«ial meeting, except that for which it was specially 
called, and which should, in all cases, be specified in the no
tifications for the meeting. 

Petitions for degrees, o-r for membership, cannot be re
ceived or acted upon at a special meeting ; therefore, no bal
lot can be taken at such meeting. 

Every member should be duly notified of each and every 
special meeting of his lodge, and of the business to be done, 
or acted upon • 

• Or " Regular., 
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No lodge can, at a IIJ1«iol meeting, alter or expunge ~ny 
part of the proceedings of a stated one.-Comts. Me., Mas·., 
andMd. 

No petition for initiation, or for membership, can be re
ceived, nor ballot had thereon, at any special communication 
of any lodge, except on dispensation.-.Res. Me., 1858. 

It is not in order to present a petition for the initiation o~ 
a member at an adjourned meeting.-HUBBARD, G. M. OMo, 
1851. 

A lodge of emergency* may, at any time, be called by the 
authority of the Master, or, in his absence, by the Senior 
'"Warden; but, on no pretense, without such authority first 
given. The particular reason of calling a lodge of emergency 
shall be expressed in the summons, and afterwards recorded 
in the minutes, and no business but that so expressed shall 
be entered upon at such meetinga.-Comt. G. L. Eng. 

No candidate for initiation shall be proposed, balloted for, 
or made a mason, at a speciallorlge.-Const. N. H. 

No subordinate lodge shall have power to suspend tempo
rarily any of the provisions of its by-laws, nor alter or amend 
the same, unless such suspension, alteration, or amendment, 
shall have been proposed and entered on the records of the 
lodge, at a previous regular communication; and in no case 
shall any such proposed suspension, alteration or amendment, 
be acted upon, except at a regular communication.-lb. 

No petition for initiation shall be received by any lodge, 
except at a regular communication.-Comt. Vt. 

No business can be transacted at an extra meeting other 
than that for which it was called; nor can such meeting re
ceive petitions, ballot, or engage in any other business 
affecting the general interests of the craft. The presence of 
Grand officers warrant exceptions.-Comt. N. C. 

No lodge can, at an extra meeting, alter or expunge the 
proceedings. of a regular meeting.-MACKEY. Cunllt. S. C. 

• Special meetiD&.-G. W. C. 
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No lodge sball, in ocoasional meetings, alter, change, or 
deetroy. any of the regulations passed at a etated meeting.
Coost. GtJ. 

No subordinate lodge can, at a called meeting, alter, amend, 
or rescind, sny part of the proceedings adopted at a regular 
meeting.-C0118l. Fla. Do. D. C. 

At no special meeting shall any other business be trans
acted than the reading and approval of the minutes, granting 
charity, or the conferring of degrees, except such busine1111 aa 
the lodge may have been especially called to consider.
Comt. La. 

All applications for initiation, or membership, shall be 
made at a regular stated meeting of the lodge, and lie over, 
at least, from one stated communication to another.-Consts. 
Ohio and lnd. 

No lodge can receive, refer, or act upon a petition for ini
tiation or membership, or ballot for initiates, officers, or mem
bership; or adopt any resolution affecting the by-laws of the 
lodge, at any other than a stated communication. No lodge· 
can, at a special meeting, alter or expunge any part of the 
proceedings of a stated one.-Const. Min. 

In IowA, a petition for initiation, or membership, cannot be 
received or acted on, nor ballot had thereon, except at a. 
stated meeting; and ballots for advancement must also be had 
at stated meetings only. 

No lodge shall receive any petition for initiation or mem
bership, except upon the day of the stated monthly meeting 
thereof; and no ballot shall be taken on any such petition at 
any other than a stated monthly meeting.-Consts. Mo. and 
Ka11sas. · 

Nor at a special meeting alter or amend any proceedings· 
of a stated meeting.-lbid. 

All petitions for initiation shall be presented in a regular 
meeting, and shall lie over until the next regular meeting.
Const. Te:ras.. 



All application• for initiation or membenhip, shall be 
made in writing, at a stated meeting of the lodge; but ab~ 
not be acted upon until after the expiration of four weeks, 
and then only at a stated meeting.-Comts. Cal. and Oregore. 

No business can be done at special meetings, save that 
apecific business for which the lodge was called, or adjom ned. 
-C. Moon, Ma. Rev., viii., 368. 

A lodge of emergency may be called at any time, by sum
mona, giving seven clear days' notice, by the authority of the 
Master, or, in his absence, of the Senior Warden, or, in his 
absence, of the Junior Warden; but on no pretense without 
such authority. The particular reason for calling the lodge 
of emergency shall be expressed in the summons, and after· 
wards recorded on the minutes ; and no business but that so 
expreBBed shall be entered upon at such meeting.-Comt. Ca. 

No lodge may exclude or suspend a brother at an extra 
meeting.-Const. Penn. 

No special communication shall be held without sufficient 
notice being first given, as far as practicable, of the time and 
objects of the meeting; and it shall not be lawful for the 
lodge to transact any business other than that for which the 
lodge was specially convened.-Const. Ala. 

Receiving or acting upon a petition for initiation, at a meet
ing specially called for that purpose, is highly improper and 
unmasonic.-Ky., 1822. 

The Master of this lodge, or, in his absence, the Grand 
Master, Deputy Grand Master, or Wardens, when there is a. 
private lodge ordered to be held for a making, shall be 
obliged to give all the members timely notice of the time and 
place, in writing, where such lodge is heldj that they may 
give their attendance.-By-law ofl733. 

Any person or persons being balloted in, may be made on 
a private night, by dispensation from the Master or Wardens. 
-lb. . 

Petitions for membership must be presented, reported oo 
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and ba;!oted for, at a stated meeting.-FUTOM, G. M • .llich., 
1859. 

No candidate shall be made in a private lodge,* nnle88 
summonses are iBSued out in due time, by the Master and 
Wardens, and sent (as far as may be) to each member then in 
PoRTSl!OUTH, notifying the time and place of such meeting.
By-law of 1739. 

We think that petitions can be presented at a called meet
ing; but that they cannot be referred or acted on, except at a 
regular stated meeting.-IIA.TCH, C. F. C., N. Y., 1851. 

No busine88 shall be transacted by such special meeting 
but that for which it was called.-&andard By-laws, N. Y., 
1858. 

Degrees may be conferred at special meetings, but no other 
business shall be transacted except that specified in the sum
mons.-Reg. Mis;. Reg . .Ark. 

We deem it neither right nor lawful for a lodge to transact, 
at a called meeting, any other business than that for which it 
has been convened.-C. W. MooRE, 1846. 

Grand Lodges have generally deemed it wise to prescribe, 
that a candidate shall not be proposed at a special meeting, 
nor initiated at such meeting, unless he has been proposed, 
stood the required time, and been admitted at a previous 
stated meeting.-.lb., 1850. 

A Master cannot call special meetings of his lodge, with
out notifying all its member_!!.-.lb. 

It is generally conceded that balloting& should be had at 
stated meetings only, except by dispensation, and on due no
tice to members.-G. M. Cal., 1857. 

The business to be transacted (at a special meeting) shall 
be expressed in the summons, recorded on the minutes, and 
110 other business shall be entered upon.-Con<t. Eng. 

No lodge shall ballot for conferring any degree, or approve 

• "PrifKIULodge," In these old by-lawt means uy o\her mcctfng \ban the 
IIGtC meeting. 
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ita records, at any other than a stated meeting.-R.. Cal., 
1854. 

No lodge can, at a special meeting, alter or amend any pro
ceedings of a stated meeting.-C-omt. Kamtl$. 

No business should be done at a called meeting, except the 
business for which it was called ; and the business should be 
stated in the summous.-Huuu..um, Ohio, 1852. Com. Juri•. 
do. G. Lodge do. 

In calling special meetings of a lodge, each member ought 
to have notice.-Huuu..um, Ohio, 1853. 

If a stated meeting be closed, to stand closed until some 
subsequent day, and afterward a meeting is opened on the 
same day, the last is a special meeting.-Ib. 

. Our Grand Lodge prohibits a ballot being taken for initi.
tion at a special meeting.-G. M. Ill:, 1855 •. 

No ballot, on any subject, can be had at a . called meeting. 
-HARTSOCK, G. M. lotea, 1859. 

It is well settled law, that petitions for initiation can only 
be received, and ballots had thereon, at a stated monthly 
meeting.-Iotea, 1851. 

Wrong to ballot for advancement at special meetings.-· 
lotea, 1855. 

Improper to act upon a petition for affiliation at any other 
than a stated meeting.-.Res. Texas, 1851. 

No special communication can alter or amend the proceed
ings of a regular one.-MAcn:Y, P. M. L., 140 . 

.A petition for initiation must be read and referred at a 
stated communication. The report on the petition cannot be 
~ade at a special communication.-MACKEY, P.M. L., 187. 

No person shall be made a mason, without a regular prop· 
osition at one lodge, and a ballot at the next stated lod6e.
Const. Eng . 

.A ballot should not be taken at a s~·ecial meeting.-MOll· 
RIB, A.m. F. M., ii., 31. . 
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No balloting, on any subject, can be done at a called meet
ing.-lbid., iii., 65, 

All business of the lodge, except burying the dead, and 
elections, must originate at stated meetings. All balloting 
on .petitions for initiation, advancement, or membership, muat 
be done at stated meetiogs.-Standard B~w, Ky., 1854. 

·Biilloting cannot be done except at a stated lodge.-By-law, 
17!r7. J. w. B. MITCHELL, 1856. 

Emersenoiea. 
The general rule in Masonry is, that a candidate for the 

degrees must stand one month, before he can be admitted; 
and then cannot receive more than two degrees on the same 
day, except by dispensation. When the urgency of a case 
seems to require that such previous notice be dispensed 
With, or that the candidate be allow# to receive the three 
degrees at one meeting, or both, as where he is bound on a 
voyage to sea, or on a long journey, such case is called, tech
nically, a case of t7'1UTgency. In strictness, the Grand. Master, 
or the one acting as such in his absence, is sole judge of what 
ooustitutes a case of emergency j but in several jurisdictions, 
the power·is granted to other Grand officers, and in some, to 
the subordinate lodges.* 

From a perusal of old by-laws and records, we conclude, 
that in the la!Jt century, in KEw ENGLAND, the Master and 
Wardens of each lodge usually decided such cases ; but at 
present, it may be considered as a matter of Grand Lodge 
regulation, and that each Grand Lodge may prescribe rules 
for its own jurisdiction. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the desire of any per
son to be made a mason, because he wishes to travel, is no 
reason for considering it a case of emergency, and is not a 
•nfficient reaspn for granting a dispensation to confer degrees 
out of the usual cour11e.-&s. N.H., 1857. 

RtiOlved, That no lodge has a right to initiate a candidate 
unless his petition has been presented at a stated commu

• See "Dispensations fOr Degrees." 
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nication of such lodge, at least one month before, without 1a 

dispensation from the Grand Master, who is the sole judge of 
what state of facts constitute a case of emergency.-Ya., 1856. 

There can arise no emergency before petition made, and a 
favorable ballot thereon ; as until then, the fraternity are in 
no wise related or bound to the candidate. But after the 
election to the degrees, or the receiving of one of them, it 
may occur, that the exigencies of the candidate call for more 
speedy initiation or advancement, as the unexpected chl!nge 
of location, or the sudden invasion of disease. An emer
gency, thus defined, cannot be created, by the act of the 
candidate, except it be, where he, in good faith, intends to 
change his residence to a distant locality, after election or a 
degree had.-RrcB, D. G. M. Geo., 1856. 

No lodge is at libellf to establish emergent cases.-MoRRIB, 
.Am. F. M., iii., 73. 

According to the Constitution of NEBRASKA, three-fourths 
of the members present may decide any application to be a 
case of emergency. 

The word emergent:y, should be stricken from the masonic 
language, if, indeed, it is masonic.-PumsoN, G. M. Min., 1858. 

Petitions shall lie over at least from one stated meeting to 
another, unless by a vote of three-fourths of the members 
present, they shall be regarded cases of emergency; in which 
case, by a unanimous vote, a ballot may be had.-&andard 
By-laws, Ohio, 1855. Do • .Ark., 1857. 

The above doctrine is strongly condemned by the C. F. C. 
of D. C., (WHITING}, 1856; and by that of Iowa, (PABviN}, for 
1857, as a "violation of a fundamental principle." 

The lodge must be the judge of what is, and what is not a 
case of emergency. No cases of personal favor, whether to 
the lodge or the applicant, should ever be deemed cases of 
emergency. If a worthy person is suddenly called upon to 
visit distant lands, to embark in war, in defense of his 
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country, &c., and cannot wait, these would be proper cuea.
HuBBARD, Ohio, 1851. 

The Grand Lodge of Boom CAROLINA reserves to itself the 
right to judge of what are ca.aes of emergenc_:y.-G. W. C. 

The practice of balloting, on the evening the petition ia 
received, is a direct violation of a fundamental principle of 
Ancient Craft Maaonry . ..;_C. F. C. of N. C., 1855. 

Oases of emergency warranting haate in acting on a peti
tion for initiation, mlll't be real, not imaginary. There must 
be a neassity for immediate action.-.Ari., 1855. 

I. Special dispensations to make masons, without the petition 
laying over one month, are an abominable abuse of power.-
G. M. of N. J., 1855. , 

No proper caae of emergency can arise, unless the appli
cant ia about to remove beyond the jurisdiction of the lodge. 
-lnd., 1855. 

I am strongly impressed with the belief, that the interest& 
and permanency of the order would be greatly advanced by 
a total abrogation of the dispensing power.-ANDERSON, G. 
M. IU., 1855. 

Subordinate lodges in KENTUCKY have not tho power of 
deciding what are caaea of emergcncy.-~!OBRIB, .Am. F. M., 
ii., 187. 

I think a lodge has the right to hold emergent meetings, 
whenever the interest of the order calls for them; but I 
utterly deny that it has the right to hold an emergent meet
ing, for the accommodati<>n of one who is not a mason.--J. 
W. S. MITcHELL, 1855. 

Business . 
. The general rule now is, that all business, except conferring 

the first and second degrees, must be transacted while the 
lodge is opened on the master mason's degree. This rule, 
however, is quite a modern one. We have carefully examined 
the records of many old lodges, and find· that the prevailing 



custom among them was, to tranaa.ct geneml buslnesa in any 
degree upon which they chanced to be open, when the buai,. 
ness was brought forward, and to ballot for degrees when 
open on the degree to which the candidate asked to be ad
mitted. This we believe to have been the genei'al. usage 
un1il within a very few yeara. 

We have before us the records of a lodge, from 1 '775 to 
1791, during which time the fhild. degree was only conferred 
in a "Master's lodge," the minuiel! of which are separate, 
(and the officers, in part, diff.e~~ent parsons) :from th!!'1Gdge in 
which were conferred the degrees of E. A. a.Jld F. C. Ws 
have also full notes taken by ourself, from the records of a 
lodge, from 1739 to the present time, in which lodge the third 
degree was not conferred at all untill750; and then only on 
one occasion, when five brothers were "made Masters" on 
board a ship in the harbor. The next raising was in 1756. 
These are recorded as " A Master's lodge, convened on spe
cial occasion." From 1759 to 1790, a separate record-book 
was kept for the master's lodge. No business, except raising, 
was done in the latter. All the general business was trans
acted in what the record styles, the "Fellow Craft's Lodge." 

No business, other than that appertaining to the work and 
lectures, shall be transacted in a lodge, while open on the 
first or second degree. All general business, such as the 
election and installation of officers, the discussion of questions 
relating to the general interests of the fraternity, and the 
local affairs of the lodge, shall be transacted in a master's 
Jodge.-Coosts. Mass., Me. and Wis.· 

No business other tJ1an conferring the degrees in the re
spective lodges, and giving the instruction peculiar to such 
lodges respectively, can be transacted in an entered appren
tice or fellow craft's lodge.-HuBJWU), G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

Elections, and all otJ1er business and work, are done ia a 
master mason's lodge, excepting only such business or work 
as shall strictly belong to the lesser degr~es • ..:__comt. Penn. 

No business shall be transacted in any other than a master's 
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lodge, excepting only such as pertains especially to the work 
and lectures of the E. A. or 1'. C. degrees.-Const. N. C. 

All ballotings for candidates, and trials of brethren, must 
take place in the third degree.-Comts. S. C. and Geo. 

All busine88 must be transacted in the lodge when opensd 
in the third degree, except that which relates especially to
the conferring and lecturing in the subordinate degrees.
Consts. Fla. and D. C. 

All the proceedings, ballotings and business of the lodges, 
shall be had in a lodge of master masons, that of conferring 
the inferior degrees alone excepted.-Consts. Ohio and Indiana. 

All the business of the lodge, except that of conferring 
degrees, and the iustruction thereon, shall be transacted in a 
lodge on the third degree.-Const. Iowa. 

The lodges shall elect their officers in the third degree of 
Masonry.-Ccmo~t. Ky. 

All bllBiness . of lodges, except the initiation or passing 
of candidates, shall be transacted in the third degree of 
Masonry.-lbid. 

No work, or other business of the craft, shall be performed 
in any other than the master's degree, except lecturing, ex
amination of candidates, and conferring the previous degrees.· 
-Const. Mo. 

All discussions, and all ballotings, shall be in a master'd 
lodge; and no business shall be transacted in a lodge of 
entered apprentices or fellow crafts, but· such as appertains. 
to the degree.-Comt. Texas. 

All the proceedings, ballotings, and business of the lodge, 
except that of conferring subordinate degrees, shall be had 
and done in a lodge of master masons.-Ccmsts. Cal. and 
Oregon. 

All ballotings for candidates and for membership, should 
be had in a master mason's lodge.-Res. Me., 1850. 

All business, except that which relates specially to the sub-



ordinate degrees, shall be transacted in the lodge sitting .in 
the third degree.-Comt. Md. 

The Committee appointed at the last mee~ing, to take into 
consideration a communication from the Grand Lodge of 
Ml880UBI, making inquiries as to the opinion of this Grand 
Lodge, upon the propriety of discnBBing the general affairs 
of the fraternity, in subordinate lodges, when open on any 
other than the master'11 degree, submitted the following re
port, which was unanimously accepted, viz: That so far as 
their information extends, it has been the universal practice 
of the lodges under this jurisdiction, to discuss all matters 
relative either to the fraternity at large, or to their own par
ticular lodge, (observing, of course, a proper distinction as 
to technicalities), without any reference as to which of the 
three degrees they may be open upon at the time ; and your 
committee are not aware that any evils have resulted from 
this practice.-Mass., 1841. 

We greatly doubt the antiquity of the usage that requires 
all ballotings to be had in a master's lodge. It certainly 
was not known, when all the lodges were composed of fellow 
crafts, and entered apprentices spoke and voted in general 
assembly. It seems to us, on reason, and in justice also, 
that the rule should be otherwise. Let the other work be 
done in a master's lodge.-PIKE, C. F. C . .Ark., 1854. 

All business of a lodge must be transacted in the master's 
degree, for the reasons, that none below that degree have a 
right to know what is done in a master's lodge; and mem
bers of a lodge, that is, master masons, can only participate 
in its business.-LEWIB, G. M. of N.Y., 1858. 

Entered apprentices are masons, and by ancient usage were 
members of lodges. It was only in this .country, and not 
here generally, if we are correctly informed, until after the 
Baltimore Convention, in 1843, that they were ousted of the 
latter right, by a resolution, that the business of the lodge 
should be conducted in the third degree only. This, we 
think, is wrong.-LA.WRENCE, C. F. C. of Geo., 1856, 



All the proceedings, balloting& and busineu of the lodges, 
shall be had in a lodge of master masons, that of conferring 
the inferior degrees alone e:r.cepted.-Conlt. NtiJ. C. F. C. 
of Fla., 1850. 

There is great impropriety in transacting the business of 
the chapter in a lodge of mark maSters.-C. W. MooRE, 1847 . 

. All work and business must be done in master's ·lodge, 
except lecturing, examination of candidates for advancement, 
conferring E. A. and F. C. degrees, and reception of testimony 
on trial of E. A. or F. C.-Reg. Tenn., 1857. 

It is improper to transact any masonic business in any 
lodge below the degree of master mason, except conferring 
the inferior degrees, and instruction appertaining thereto.
W ashington Convention, 1842. 

I believe it to be as indispensable for a master's lodge to be 
opened, in order to work the intennediate degrees, as it is 
for a lodge to have a charter.-G. M. Cal., 1853. We do not 
so believe.-C. F. C. lo·wa, 1854. 

All the b.utiness of the lodge should be done in the master's 
degree, except the giving of lectures and conferring of de
grees.-C. F. C. La., 1854. 

Lodges are recommended to do all their business in a 
lodge of master masons, except conferring the first and sec
ond degrees.-Reg. Ill . 

. ~es of entered apprentices and fellow crafts, shall be 
opened only for the purpose of instruction, and of conferring 
those degrees.-Res. Ky., 1847. 

The " work" of Masonry takes precedence of all other 
business.-1\hcKEY, P. M. L., 142 . 

. We are of opinion, that the true ID88onic law is, that none 
can iransact the business of a lodge, except the members, 
and that no one can be a member until he be a maswr mason. 
c. F. C. of R. 1., 1858. 

18 
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Irrecul&r Work. 

A body of masons, or pretended masons, meeting as a 
lodge, without a legal warrant or dispensation, is termed a 
"clande11tine" body, or lodge; and work done by them is 
termed "clandestine work." A regular mason cannot visit, 
or hold masonic communication with such body or its mem
bers, or with its initiates, under the severest penalties. 

When a regular lodge, either chartered or under dispen
sation, does work in violation of the constitution of its Grand 
Lodge, or the usages and landmarks of Masonry, such work 
is termed " irregular." 

A person irregu/4rly made, cannot be refused recognition 
as a clandutifle mason. He was made in a regular lodge, and 
if any punishment is to be inflicted, it mnst be upon the 
lodge making him. 

If a regular lodge initiate a man belonging to the juris
diction of another lodge, or a blind man, such work is 
irregu/4r, and the lodge is amenable to punishment; but tho 
person so made cannot be refused recognition as a mason. 

We do not see how a brother who has received the degrees 
in a regular lodge, and in a proper manner, can be regarded 
as a clandestine mason. The cause of complaint mnst lie 
with much greater force against the lodge that received him. 
-C. W. Moou,l849. 

Subordinate lodges are recommended not to recognize as 
masons, those who have knowingly and willfully gone out of 
the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, for the purpose of .ob
taining the degrees in a foreign jurisdiction.* But when a 
person has received the degrees in a foreign jurisdiction, 
without knowing that he, and the lodge confirming them, 
was violating the U8ageS of Masonry, he should be, if other
wise worthy, recognized as a brother.-Ohio, 1843. 

• A. regula&lon, similar "' the Cor"'I'JJDg, """ adopted by M""'/laad, in lst8. 



TRil XAIII'BR-mlUIGULAR WORK. 411 

Whatever we may think of the inexpediency of making 
transient persons, * * * the person thus made cannot 
be called a clandestine mason, because he has been made in 
~ legally constituted lodge; and as he is a regular mason, we 
know of no principle by which he can be refused admission 
as a visitor into any lodge to which he applies.-M.&.cKKY, P. 
M.L. 236. 

Any lodge may do irr1gular work, but none but a clandtstin1 
lodge, (that is, one having no legal charter), can do cla1idutifll 
work.-MoRJWI, .Am. F. M., iii., 124. 

If a candidate has been improperly made a mason in a 
lodge of good standing, he should not be declared by any 
other lodge a clandestine mason, or be disfranchised without 
a fair trial. He is not to be censured for the improper act 
of the lodge that initiated him.-HASwELL, C. F. C. Vt., 1851. 

How should masons be treated who are made in a foreign 
state? Some of the Grand Lodges have advanced the opinion, 
that they should be treated as clandestine masons. Now this 
appears to us to be improper. It is punishing a mason for 
what he was not,' and could not, from the nature of the case, 
be guilty. If there was blame anywhere in the case, it was 
in the lodge which initiated him, and not in the individual.-
C. F. C. of R. I., 1850. 

This evil has been greatly increased by persons who have 
been rejected by the lodges where they reside, going tem-

,. porarily into other states and there receiving the degrees, 
and then returning to their places of residence, entitled to 
all the rights and benefits of Masonry. They could not be 
said to be clandestine, and hence the craft were compelled to 
submit to this injury.-HILL, G. M. Ala., 1854. 

We agree with the Grand Lodge of NEw YoRK, that a man 
made a mason in any legally constituted lodge, cannot be de
clared a clandestine mason, or refused the rights and benefits 
of the order. The fault is in the lodge initiating him, and it 
alone lhould be amenable.-C. F. C. of Fla., 1850. 



'!"he Charter. 
l'f8 PlUISBNCE IN THE LODOK, AC. 

The Maeter hae special charge of the charter of his lodg ~; 
and, according to the general rnle, it should always be presen~ 
when the lodge is opened. There is a strong array of au
thority for the opinion, that if the charter be lost, or destroyed, 
or for any cause be not present, the lodge cannot be opened. 
We acknowledge our inability, to see the consistency or ne
C688ity of such a rule, in its str.ictnea& The charter should 
always be present in the lodge. for.obvious reasons; but if 
lost, or destroyed, we are of opinion that the .lodge need 
not cease its labors, and that the Grand Master may, in such 
case, order a duplicate copy to be furnished the lodge. The 
charter is not the only, or the best, evidence of the. legality 
and good standing of a lod?e. 

The Master of a lodge bas the special charge of its char
ter, and it is his duty to ~e that it is carefully preserved. 
It must be present when the lodge is opened.-"Comts. Me. 
andMtW. · · 

A lodge cannot be opened imless the dispensation or charter 
be present, which are considered to be under the special ' 
charge of the Master.-Comt. N .. C. 

The charter is not so much a certificate as it is a warrant 
of power. It is at ,pnce the authority and the evidence of ita 
rightfulness. The propriety of its presence all admit. Though 
the weight of au.thority is found in favor of its actual pres
ence, it can hardly matter much, providing it be actually in 
poase88ion of the Master, and ready to be produced in case 
of necessity.-HILLYER, G. M. Miss., 1855. 

No lodge can be opened, or proceed to business, uuless it 
be present. If it be mislaid or destroyed, it must be recov
ered, or another obtained; and, tmtil that is done, the com
munications of the lodge must be suspended ; and if the 
warrant of constitution be taken out of the room, during the 
session of the lodge, the authority of the Master inaW1tly . 
oeases.-MACKKY, Lexicon 537. 

.. 
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The Master has the special charge of the warrant of con
stitution, which must always be in the lodge when it is 
opened, and during its labors.-Comt. Penn. 

The charter of a lodge is in the special charge of the 
Master, and it is his duty <.arefully to preserve it, and han 
the same in the lodge whenever it is opened.-Comt. D. C. 

Viewed as an ordinary nlle of practice, the charter should 
be present in the hall when the lodge is assembled for work. 
* * * The charter holds to the lodge the 118llle relation 
that the ad of the legislature holds to the body it incorpo
rates. And it will hardly be said, that the absence of the 
original from the office where the busin888 is transacted, 
suspends the powers of the corporation. The loas of the 
title deed would not deprive the ptee of his right of pos
session and occupancy, the evidence of that right being sus
ceptible of proof from the rWJTd. We think, therefore, that 
the G. H. P. of ARKANSAS took the true view of the matter, 
when he instructed the chapter, (whose charter had been 
destroyed by fire), to apply to the Grand Secretary for an 
authentic copy of the lost charter, and in the meantime to 
continue its labors as though it were actually in possession 
of the presiding officer.-C. W. MooRE. 

That the charter should be present as evidence to protect 
visiting brethren, we cannot doubt; but that the acts of the 
lodge would be invalidated by its absence, as clainied by 
Bro. MACKEY, we cannot agree. The MastAlr holds it for the 
lodge, and his poasession is the possession of the lodge ; an:d 

, whether in the bureau of one officer (at his house), or the 
desk of another, (in the lodge room), it is in the constructive 
pOBBession of the lodge.-MBLLEN, .Acacia, 1855. 

I do not believe that the charter is the authority, but 
merely the evidence of vested authority, and its presence is 
not indispensable.-GuY, Miss. .Acacia, 1855. 

Without the charter no lodge can be opened.-MoRRis, A.m. 
F. M., xi., 115. 



The cl.arter, or dispenaation, being lost, the lodge cannot 
be opened.-SWiaur, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

If a lodge lose its charter by fire, and receives a dispensa
tion in its place, it has no powers beyond those of any lodge 
IUlder dispensation. If the charter is lost, they are no longer 
a chartered lodge until they get a new charter.-MoBJUS, Am. 
F. M., iii., 129. 

JolasoD.io Buri&la. 

No one can be interred with the formalities of the order, 
nnleBB he be a master mason. From this rule there is no 
exception. Entered apprentices and fellow crafts cannot, 
therefore, be buried with masonic honors under any circum
stances.* 

The general rule is, th~ only those who have themselves 
so requested, can be thus interred. The exceptions are, the 
case of sojourners, and where the nearest relatives of the de
ceased so request. 

No mason can be interred with the formalities of the order, 
unleBB it be at his own special request, communicated to the 
Master of the lodge of which he died a member-foreigners 
and sojourners excepted; nor unleBB he has been advanced to 
the third degree of Masonry,t from which restriction there 
can be no exception. Fellow crafts or apprentices are not 
entitled to the funeral obsequies.-PRKSToN, 1788; WBBB, 
1797; Const. Ky., 1818; DAVIS, 1850. Nor to attend the ma
sonic procession on such occasions.-WEBB, 1802, 1805, 1808, 
1812, 1816; BRADLEY, 1816; CxOBB, 1820, 1845, 1856 ; GRAY, 

1855; MAooY, 1853; DoVE, 1864; 8. C. AAiman Rezmi., 1852. 

No mason can be interred with the formalities of tho order, 
nnless he has been advanced to the third degree of lfasonry. 

• Non-alllliatcd ma.sons are not entitled to masonic burial. 8ee "Kon-nmlia&ed 
llasons." 

t To the above, ·the A hiMan Rao!t of l'Bloom.Y .&iru., 1825, Olt.a's '""""'-'• 
Library, and GenoaJ Ahiman Raon, 1826, and 9nnr.ABT's .Mantu1.l, 1853, add, 
(aller lbreigners and sojourners,) "and particular omcers eiOepled. n.nd those u 
lhe discretion or the Grand Master ;" and omit the subsequent ·sentence. 
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Fellow-crafts and apprentices arc not entitled to funernl ob
sequies, nor to attend the masonic processions on such occu
sions.-C. W. Moon, (Trestk Board.) 

No brother can be interred with the formalities of the 
order, unless he has received the third degree in Masomy. 
--C. MooRE's Craftsman, 1852. And at the time of his decease 
was a member in good standing in the order, unleBB by dis
pensation from the Grand Master.-Ahiman lUzon, Penn., 185 7. 

A non-afliliated mason cannot be buried with masonic hon
ors.-.Mas. Register, 1802. 

Whenever a master mason, in good standing, shall have 
expreBSed his desire that the usual masonic burial service 
shall be performed over his remains, or when his nearest rel
atives, family, or friends request it, it shall be the duty of the 
lodge to which he belonged, or (if a sojourning brother) in 
whose jurisdiction he shall have died, to attend his funeral, 
and perform the services.-Con.st. lA. 

Each subordinate lodge shall bury a deceased worthy 
member of its body with masonic rites, if requested by the 
decedent in his lifetime, or by his ne¥ relations after his 
death ; in al! other cases, such masonic honors may be 
granted or withheld as the lodge may consider best.-Comts. 
O!tio, Ind., and Nebraska. 

I also denied to the brethren of the lodge the right to ap
pear as individuals in masonic costume ; deciding that no 
number of brethren could accompany the body of a deceased 
brother to the grave, as masons, in any other way than as a 
lodge duly opened.-RocKWELL, D. G. M. Go., 1856. This 
seems to us correct.-Amw .. , C. F. C. Cal., 1858. 

Masonic funerals are not of great antiquity; neither is tho 
custom a universal one. In GERMANY, it is rarely observed; 
and, in FRANCE, the service is generally performed in the 
lodge-room, and only on particular occasions, as ii1 case of the 
death of the Master, or a brother of distinction. To entitle 
one to masonic burial, he must be a master mason ; a member 
of the lodge, or a sojourner; and if a member, he must have 

• 
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communicated the request to the Master of the lodge before 
his decease. A. lodge is under no obligation whatever to 
grant the request.-C. W. MooaE, 1846. 

A.s a general principle, a suicide is not entitled to masonic 
burial ; but circumstances may arise, in which the matter 
should be left to the discretion of the lodge in wllich it 
happens.-Com. Juris. Va., 1855 . 

The Grand Lodge of INDIANA, in 1844, prohibited members 
of lodges from attending, as masons, the funeral of non-o.ffili
ated masons.-G. W. C. 

It is at variance with the ancient usage, and a violation of 
the ancient constitutions of Masonry, to open on any except 
the third degree, on funeral occasions.-I0111a, 1847. 

A fellow craft mason is not entitled to masonic buria.l.
SmaERT, G. M. Ky., 1858. 

It would be an outrage upon public sentiment, and a pros
titution of the masonic rites, to pay any masonic respect to 
the remains of one who had committed suicide from dtli
rium tremem.-Monms, 1859. Most assuredly.-G; W. C. 

Burial of a suici!!e discretionary with master of lodge.
JoRDAN, G. M. Neb., 1858. 

No one below the degree of master mason, shall be interred 
_with masonic honors, and th~ formalities of the order. It is 

the duty of the lodge of which a brother is a member, or the 
nearest lodge, to attend and perform the usual masonic burial 
service over deceased master masons, when requested to do 
so by the deceased, or his nearest relatives.-Const. Me. 

None but master masons are entitled to membership 
burial, or the general charity fund of the lodge.-HuBRARD, 
Ohio, 1851. 

No mason can be interred with the formalities of the order, 
unless it be at his own special request, without a dispen
sation from the Grand Master; nor under any circumstances, 
unless he has been advanced to the degree of a master 
'llaBOn.-COflst. Ma3s. and Eng. 
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To the above, WIIOONBIN add.: "and at the time of bil 
death was a member of some regular lodge." 

The regulation, u laid dowJl by Paurox, appears, by uni· 
versal consent, to have been adopted as the general UBage 

In this country, dispensations for funeral processions are nbt 
usually, if at all, required.-MACXEY, P. M. L., 271. 

An entered apprentice, or fellow craft, cannot be buried 
with masonic honors.-MoRJUl!, Am. F. M., ii., 186. 

A lodge may bnry a non-affiliated mason with masonic 
honors, if they choose ; but we are not one to join in such a 
desecration of masonic honors.-.lbid., ii., 187. 

A demitted mason is not entitled to masonic burial.-lbid., 
iii, I. 

A brother who commits suicide should, by no means, be 
buried with the honors of Masonry.-lbid., iii., 105. In 
which opinion we agree.-G. W. C. 

Universal custom authorizes the Master to open his lodge 
for funeral purposes, at the house of the deceased, or at a 
house near by; but the charter must be present.-MoRRIB, 
.Am. F. M., iv., 68. 

A suspended mason cannot be buried with masonic honors. 
-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev. xiii., 250. 

Abridgment or Dearrees. 
A lodge has no right to abridge or omit any part of the 

ceremonies or explanations belonging to any of the de
grees, wheR conferring them upon a candidate. The can
didate having complied with all the obligations and forms 
required' of him, is entitled to receive all that belongs to the 
degree or degrees, and it is masonically and grossly unjust 
to deprive him of any part thereof. "Want of time" is no 
excuse, as a lodge has no right to undertake more work than 
it can finish; (as it is not compelled to undertake any work), 
but having undertaken it, it is bound to complete it, and to 
complete it in a workmanlike manner. 

Resolved, That hereafter, no lodge shall be permitted, in 
the conferring of a degree, to omit any part of the ceremonies, 

ts• 



or lectures of the aame, for any reason whatever.-Conn., 
1856. 

Every word of every degree should be given to the oa.n
didate, and that, too, at the time he takes the degrees.
Mours, .Am. F. M., ii., 131. 

In conferring the degreee, the lectures appertaining theret.l 
shall indispensably be delivered ; and it shall be considered 
irregular, in the opening or closing of a lodge, to waive any 
portion of the ceremonies.-Const. N. C. 

No degree shall be conferred in any of the lodges subor
dinate to this Grand Lodge, without giving the lecture b&. 
longing to the same during the same communication.-Ark., 
1855. 

This is as it should be.-BIERCE, C. F. C. of Ohio, 1856. 

The lodges, in all cases of conferring degrees, shall deliver 
the lecture appertaining to the degree conferred.-Const. 
Kansas. 

The degrees conferred without the lectures are incomplete, 
and this Grand Lodge hereby requires the lectures to be 
given.-Re.,. Cal., 1854. We are glad to see this resolution. 
-STORER, C. F. C. of Conn., 1855. 

In no case should the lecture be omitted at the time the 
degree is confcrred.-G. M. Ark., 1855. BIERCE, C. F. C. 
Ohio, 1856. 

Lodges are required to give the degrees in full, together 
with the lectures.-Reg. lll. Cal. and MiM. 

Lodges shall, in all cases of conferring degrees, deliver at 
the time, the lecture appertaining to the degree conferred.~ 
Const. lowa, 1844. 

In every case the presiding officer shall give the lectures 
appertaining to all the sections in each degree he may confer. 
-BM. Tenn., 1853. 
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Kuonic Proceuiona. 
The general rule in relation to the formation of public pro

ceBBions, by subordinate lodges, is, that no such proceBBion . 
can be had without a special dispensa~ion therefor, from the 
Grand Master, or one of the principal Grand officers. But in 
the absence of Grand Lodge regulation upon the subject, 
lodges have the right to form public processions on funeral, 
festival, (and, perhaps, other) occasions. Some of the Grand 
Lodges permit the formation of public funeral proceBSions, 
without special dispensation, and others do not. 

By express law of the Grand Lodge, no regular masons do 
attend any public proceBSion clothed, &c., unleBB a dispen
sation be granted by a Grand Master, or Deputy, under a 
forfeiture of all masonic rights.-PRESTON. 

No lodge shall form a public proceBSion, (funeral proces
sions excepted), without permission from one of the first four 
Grand officers, or the District Deputy Grand Master within 
whose district it is located.-Const. Me. 

Processions are entirely under the charge of the Grand 
Lodge, or its Grand Master. Subordinate lodges have no 
right to appear in proceBSion without consent.-MA.CKEY. 

ReMJlved, That the subordinate lodges under the jurisdiction 
of this Grand Lodge, are not allowed to hold public cele
bmtions, or appear in public processions, as masons, without 
ilrst obtaining a dispeDBStion from the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master; Pro'Ditkd, That nothing in this resolution shall 
be so construed as to prevent the several lodges from per
forming our usual funeral services within their own juris
cliction, whenever it becomes neceBSary or practicable.
lowa, 1849. 

The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of NEW H.AliPSHIRE 

prohibits its subordinate lodges from celebrating the annual 
festivals of the craft, by a public masonic procession, or to 
have a public installation of officers, or to appear in public, 
as a lodge, on any occasion, except funerals, without a dis
pensation from the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, or 
its District Deputy Grand Maater. 



No lodge shall form a public proceasion, except for funeral 
purpose&, without penniBIIion in writing therefor. from the 
Grand Master, (or in his absence, the Deputy Grand Master), 
or the District Deputy Grand Master, within whose district 
it may be located.-Con.~ts. Vt. and Ca. 

No lodge shall form a public procession, without permis
sion from the Grand Master, (or in his abs~nce, the Deputy 
Grand Master), or the District Deputy Grand Mastel.' within 
whose district it is located.-Const. Mass. 

There shall be no processions, but with the consent of two
thirds of the members present at the meeting next preceding 
the feast of St. John, when the same is to take place. And 
no funeral procession shaU be had, without notice given, and 
leave granted from the highest Grand officer present, or the 
Grand Lodge, if in session. In case no such officer be pres-

! ent, or Grand Lodge in session, thd lodge may proceed in tht> 
I usual manner.-Const. N.J. 

No funeral, or other procession of a subordinate lodge in 
regalia, shall be had without the approbation of the Gmnd 
Master, or his substitute, upon the application of the Master 
or presiding officer of such lodge ; or where a brother shall 
die, not being a member of any lodge, on the application of 
five brethren.-Comt. Penn. 

No funeral proceBBion of freemasons shall be formed in 
Charleston, without a written permission from the Grand 
Master, or presiding Grand officer.-Const. S.C. 

No lodge shall form a public procession without pennission 
of the Grand Master, unless it be a funeral procession formed 
by a single lodge.-C011St. D. C. 

There shall be no funeral or other procession of masons 
under this jurisdiction, except by permission of a regularly 
constituted lodge, or of the' presiding officer thereof.-ConM. 
Mich. 

Subordinate lodges are not allowed to hold public cele. 
brations, or appear in puWic proceBBions, as masons, (except 



on funeral occaaions), without first obtaining a diapensation 
from Grand Lodge or from tho Grand Maater.-Comt. loam. 

Neither has a lodge under dispensation any authority to 
hold processions, either on festivals, celebrations, or for 
funeral purposes.-HYAJl, G. M. Cal., 1853. 

No public procession, for any purpose, can take place with
out a dispensation, uuless when a master mason dies in a 
place too remote from the Grand Master, for the lodge of 
which he was a member, to obtain a dispensation in proper 
timc.-C011st. Md. 

Who llll:q Join in Kaaonio PIIOoeaaiona. 

None but master masons can join in a masonic burial pro
cession. Non-aftiliated masons cannot join in any masonic 
procession, except it be on one of the festival days of the 
fraternity. Entered apprentices and fellow crafts may join 
~n processions on festival occasions, laying corner stones, &c., 
but not on funeral occasions.* 

It is highly unmaaonic to admit entered apprentices or fel
low crafts to join i; a funeral procession.-Res. Ind., 1849. 

None but master masons can be allowed to walk in funeral 
processions as masons.-C. W. MooRE, 1845. 

Lodges are recommended not to allow entered apprentices 
and fellow crafts to move in funeral proccssions.-Res. Mo., 
1843. 

In the processions for dedications, and laying corner stones, 
entered apprentices and fellow crafts may be present and 
take the place assigned them; but as none but master masons 
can be buried with masonic honors, so none but master 
masons can be permitted to join the procession.-HABWEI.L, 
C. F. C. Vt., 1849. 

Non-affiliated masons cannot join in masonic processions.
}fACKEY, U. M. L., xviii., 295. 

• See preeodlng Se<'tlon, and also "masonic burials," aud "non-a!llllated 
masons.'' 
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Entered apprentices and fellow crafts cannot join in masonic 
funeral processions.--}[OBBIS, .Am. F. M., ii., 187. 

We do not know that the right to join in the public pro
cession has ever been denied to entered apprentices. Masonic 
law is null which prohibits them from so doing. The case is 
different with regard to masonic burial and funeral proces
sions. These last form an exception to the general rule.
LAWRENCE, C. F.· C. Geo., 1856. 

In processions which are formed in a master mason'slodge, 
such as funerals, &c., of course none but master inasons can 
have a place assigned them. Those processions in which 
masons of all degrees can join, such as celebrations, &c., are 
formed in an entered apprentice's lodge ; and in accordance 
with the established order of masonic processions, the place 
for entered apprentices is in front. All processions must be 
formed in the lodge, proceed out from it, and return back 
into it in the same order.-BaowN, C. F. C. of Fla., 1858. 

Masonic processions are usually held on fonr occasions : 
1st, to bury the dead ; 2d, to lay the comer stones of masonic 
halls and public buildings; 3d, to dedicate masonic halls; 
4th, masonic festivals. Custom has sanctioned these occa
sions. Processions are a peculiar feature of the order, and 
should not be held, except on occasions devoted to the inter
est, or sanctioned by the ancient usages of Masonry. How 
can we, with propriety, make ourselves common property to 
swell a pageant for a day, and in the end advance no interest 
which is within the field of our labor?-W oon, G. M. Ala., 
1855. 

No masonic funeral, or other public procession shall, on 
any pretense, be allowed, without the license of the Grand 
Master, or provincial Grand Master.-Con,9t. Eng. 

No masonic procession shall take place unless by dispen. 
sation from the Grand Lodge, Grand Master, or Deputy 
Grand Master.-Const. Ireland. 

None but chartered lodges can hold a procession.-HYAlf, 
G. M. Cal., 1853 



No diapensation ia needed from me, (Grand Master) to 
chartered lodges to have a public pi'OC888ion.* To a lodge 
working under dispensation it is neceuary.-HuBBARD, Uh.io, 
1851. 

A lodge should never be formed as such, and be seen in 
public, except in attending to busineBB exclusively theirs ; 
such as burying a deceased brother, celebrating a ml\80nic 
anniversary, laying the corner stone of public edifices, &c.
Ibid, 1853. 

Lodce Beoorda. 
It is the duty of the Secretary to record the trot!., and tho 

lodge cannot alter or expunge, except to make the record 
conform to the .truth. .After the record of a meeting baa 
been once approved, it cannot be expunged, and can only be 
amended by explanatory or amendatory notes. A meeting 
cannot, consistently, alter or amend the proceedings of a 
former one. Each meeting is the only proper judge of its 
own records, and no other meeting can properly alter or 
amend them. Even under the liberal rule, that a meeting 
may amend the proceedings of a former one, it is distinctly 
declared, that such amending cannot be done at a special 
meeting.t 

The minutes of every meeting should be read at the close 
of such meeting, and if any errors be noted, they should be 
corrected, and then the minutes be declared correct At the 
subsequent meeting, the record is read, not for correction, 
but for the information of those present, in relation to the 
business of the preceding and the present meeting. 

I decided that any Master of a lodge wa.s responsible for 
the correctness of his book of lodge records, while he re
mained in office, and that his successor had no power to di
rect an alteration in a matter which his predecessor vouched 
for as correct, and for which he alone was responsible. I es-

• Tbls Is to be understood as the local law In Ohio, as Interpreted by the 
Gl'IUid Master. 

t See Special Meetlnp. 



teem it of strong importance that all lodge records be made 
rightly, according to truth, and that the presiding Master aee 
that they are so, and be held responsible for their correctness. 
-TUCKER, G. M. Vt., 1852. 

Your committee consider the following statement of usages 
and principles to be deducible from ancient masonic rules, 
viz: the Secretary is the servant of the lodge ; and his duty 
is well defined in the charge given him by the Master, on his 
being inducted into office. That part of his duty, which con
sists in making a record of the meeting and business of the 
lodge, is performed by the side of the Master, and under his 
eye, and the first draught should be inspected by the Master be
fore being entered and recorded; for it is the duty of the Mas
ter to see that the proceedings of the lodge be faithfully and 
properly recorded. Of course the Master has a right to express 
his opinion with regard to the accuracy of statement, or mode 
of expression. Moreover, there may be transactions in a 
lodge which are not worth recording, or which it would not 
be proper to make matters of history to be perpetuated in the 
records, and about the inexpediency of entering which the 
opinion of the Master is to be given. If, however, a misun
derstanding should arise between the Master and the Secre
tary as to the article for record, it may be stated in open 
lodge, for explanation or decision. If the Master object to 
an article as improper for record, or to the terms in which 
one is expressed that is a fit matter of record, and the Secreo 
tary, making no reference to the opinion of the lodge, inserm 
and certifies it, he errs; but the record cannot be cancele4) ; 
the lodge book is not to be defaced, nor may the leaf be cut out. 
All the remedy is, an entry of emendation, or correction, by 
the !faster, or under his direction, or by a vote of the lodge. 
This specification of ancient principles and inferences from 
them, is respectfully submitted by .... FB.ANCIS J. OLIVER, 

THADDEUS MASON HARRIS, S.uUEL L. KNAPP. [Report .Adtpted.] 
-Mas.,., 1822. 

i The minutes of a meeting cannot, after correctkln, be a}. 

\ tt1red or expunged by any subsequent lodge.-Reg. Min. 



The signature of the Master is not neceBBary. to give valid
ity to the proceedings of the lodge. The approval of the 
lodge, and the signature of the Secretary, make the records 
complete.-C. W. MooRE, 1846. 

The object of reading the minutes is to correct any errors 
the Secretary may have made, to supply omissions, and to see 
that the minutes speak the truth. The question on reading 
them is, not whether the lodge approves of all that was done 
at the preceding meeting, but to see that the minutes are a 
fair and correct account of what was done.-RICK, D. G. M. 
Ga.,1855. 

A lodge can1;1ot alter the minutes that were made up and 
approved at a previous meeting; they may correct mistakes 
or omissions, but they cannot strike out or add to, so as to 
make them represent anything but what was done by the 
lodge.-HuBBARD, Ohio, 1852. Com. Juris. do. Gr. Lodge do. 

After the minutes are regularly approved arid signed, they 
cannot be altered. Whatever is regularly spread upon the 
minutes, may be copied by the Secretary, and furnished to 
any member of the lodge asking it.-SwiGERT, G. M. Ky., 
1858. 

The names of all the officers, members, and visitors, should • 
be given at length at called or stated meetings.-101011, 185~. 

A lodge possesses no right or power to obliterate her 
records.-HALL, G. M. Texas, 1858. 

We know of nothing to authorize the expunging a matter 
from the minutes of a lodge.-En. Texas Freema.'IO'n, 1858. 

The lodge has no right to change its minutes after once 
regularly approving them.-MoRRis, A.m. F. M., iii., 65. 

A Secretary is bound, by the tennre of his office, to obey 
the will of the Master, and the directions'of the lodge, in re
cording all things proper to be written.-S:amu, G. M. Ark., 
1856. 
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Grand Lodge Certiflca.tos. 

As yet there is no wcii:.Icfined and well-settled rule in ro
gard to the use of certificates. In some jurisdictions they 
are required of every visitor not known to the lodge to be a 
worthy brother; in others, they are only required of those 
hailing from foreign jurisdictions; and in others, they are sel
dom required, or even asked for. Grand Lodges, and other 
masonic authorities, have discussed the question, in extenso, 
but have come to such contradictory conclusions, that we 
cannot say there is any general rule in relation to their use. 

The fact of their undoubted antiquity, and extensive use, 
seems to settle their real value, in certain cases; while the 

. strong arguments brought against them, and the opposition 
to them, joined to the fact, that the usage varies so much in 
the several jurisdictions, would seem to show that they should 
not be invariably required from visitors. 

No person, hereafter, who shall be accepted a freemason, 
shall be admitted into any lodge or assembly, until he has 
brought a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation 
from the lodge that accepted him, unto the Master of that 
limit or division where such lodge is kept.-Reg. 1663. 

Ortkred; That no mason be admitted to any subordinate 
• lodge, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, or receive 

the charities of any lodge, unless he shall, on such applica
tion, exhibit a Grand Lodge certificate, duly attested by the 
proper authorities, except lu! i> known to tlu! lodge to be a worthy 
brotlu!r.-N. Y., 1843. Tbe proper stand.-MACKEY, Lex
icon, 78. 

No transient person shall be examined at the door of any 
lodge under this jurisdiction, on his r•rcsenting himself as a 
visitor, unless he first furnish the examining committee with 
a Grand Lodge certificate.-8. C., 1827. 

The above resolntior, "is to be construed so as not to ex
tend to the mcmber!l of any lodge under this jurisdiction, 
.provided they fumish the examining .committee with a lodge 
certificate."-lb., 1827. 
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The presentation of a certificate is required by this Grand 
Lodge,simplyas a testimonial of good masonic standing, pre
paratory to an examination ; and, therefore, where the party 
can furnish other sufficient evidence of his masonic standing, 
and assign a satisfactory rt'llBOn for his being without a certifi
cate, the lodge which he proposes to visit may proceed to his 
examination.-lbid., 1848. 

No brother hailing from a jurisdiction requiring Grand 
Lodge certificates, shall be admitted to any subordinate lodge, 
or receive the charities of the same, unleBB he shall, on such 
application, exhibit a Grand Lodge certificate, duly attested 
by the proper authorities, except he is known to the lodge to 
be a worthy brother.-Con•t. l01ea. 

This Grand Lodge ·does not deem it expedient to require 
lodges to demand Grand Lodge certificates as a necessary 
and indispensable prerequisite to the granting of charity to 
distressed brethren, if such lodges are otherwise satisfied 
that such applicant is worthy.-Res. Tenn. 

In 1846, the Grand Lodge of NEW HAl!PSHIRE indefinitely 
postponed a resolution requiring of strangers a Grand Lodge 
certificate as a prerequisite for admission to any lodge. 

This Grand Lodge requires that all traveling masons, who 
may desire aid from the fraternity of the state, shall present. 
a certificate of good standing, &c.-Res • .Ark., 1853. 

This Grand Lodge does not deem it expedient to adopt the 
. system of granting Grand Lodge certificates of membership 
to members of subordinate lodges.-Res. Me., 1847. 

As a general principle, I cannot for a moment recognize a 
paper or parchment voucher as entitling a man to, or a want 
of it debarring him from, masonic privileges; yet 1 bold it 
a duty of every brother to furnish o.ll the evidence in his 
power to satisfy the lodge he seeks to visit, that be is no im
postor.-G. M. rf lfe., 1848. 

Our views were given as adverse to the issue of Grand 
: Lodge certificates, at our last annual communication, and wa 
still adhere to that decision.--HABWELL, C. F. C. Yt., 1849 



Let a certificate be demanded of all visitors who cannot he 
vouched for either as being regular masons, or, if not known 
as such, as being citizens of another jurisdiction. In the lat;. 
ter case, the usual examination might suffice. In view of the 
large number of improper persona from all jurisdictions, ex
pelled masons, and others, who possess the qualifications to 
pass through the usual examination successfully, it may se
rioualy be considered whether the interests of our institution 
do not render neceasary a regulation like that you have 
adopted in reference to visitors from NEW You,* which shall 
be applicable to all visitors. Some brethren erroneously hold 
to the opinion that such a requirement would be a violation 
of the masonic privileges.-HBARn, G. M. Mass., 1857. 

The convention has recommended the plan of issuing 
Grand Lodge certificates to every master mason; but if this 
plan is to be not only a test of the moral character and stand
ing of a brother, but also a neceasary passport to the char
ities of the institution, it appears to your committee that it 
would be entirely subversive of the principal landmarks of 
the institution, and put to silence that universal language by 
which the needy and distreBBed brother is known in every 
quarter of the habitable globe, without guaranteeing even a 
probability of succeBB to the plan proposed, as the unworthy 
would be certain to avail themselves, by some means, of this 
new teat of their moral and masonic worth.-Com. R. 1., 1844. 
[Adopted.] 

The Grand lodge of the NETHERLANDs, in 1855, complained 
that a brother, with a proper certificate, was only admitted 
to a fellow craft's lodge, in NEW YoRK, because he could not 
work his way into a master's lodge; and claimed that a 
brother, with a regular certificate, should always be admit,. 
ted, provided there was no doubt of his identity, and passed 
a resolution requiring her subordinates to act accordingly. 

Grand Lodges are particularly urged to require Grand 

• By whtch Grand l.o<lge certUic&tes u. reqolted from all vlalton hallillc 
rrom &11M state. 
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Lodge certificates from strangers, ·as an additional su.feguard 
against the abuse of masonic privileges, by the unworthy.
Ba/timore Convtntion, 1843. 

we deny the right of any body of masons to require the 
production of Grand Lodge certificates, as an indispensable 
}>rerequieite to the recognition of brethren hll.iling from thi1 
jurisdietion.-C. F. C., N. H., 1848. 

We recommend that Grand Lodges advise, if they do not 
deem it necessary to require, their lodges to demand certifi· 
cates of the good standing of brethren who are strangers.
Wa.shington Convtntion, 1842. 

A modem paper system of ancient Freemasonry . ......OliiTI'H, 

C. F. C. Mich., 1848. 

This Grand Lodge has adopted the Grand Lodge certifi· 
cateB • ....:.PABV1N, C. F. C.lotJJa, 1846. . 

The Grand Lodge of IowA does not recognize the certificate 
system.-Ib., 1848. 

The Grand Lodge of GEORGIA approves of the certificate 
system. 

The following named Grand Lodges disapprove of the eer· 
tificate system: Al.Au.uu, MICHIGAN, and CoNNECTICUT. 

Much good might result from a universal requirement of 
these certificates; but much, if not all, is lost by a partial ac
quiescence on the part of the several Grand Lodges.-PAB.-
VIN, C. F. C. Iowa, 1847. · 

A Grand Lodge certificate can only be taken as prima facia 
evidence of one fact, and that doubtful; that 'is, if the person 
who holds it be the person named in it, it is prima facia evi
dence of the fact that the bearer was in regular standing as a 

N«<.-&veral or· tho Grand Lodges, for obvious reasons, have adopted , 
special resolutions, &c., requiring of all visitors Tt.a.iling from Nnr YoRK, a 
Grand Lodge certificate. As the insertion of such, In this work, would have OO· 

cup!M much rooin, 1lli8 Dote Ia snbati1uted, as equally valuable fbr onr J>UI'POl!'!B. 
-G. w.c. 
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maaon, on the date of its date, and that is afi.-HUJIPHRIF.S, 
G. M. lotJJa, 1848. 

We believe the scheme, to say the best of it, of doubtful 
utility.-Com. lotM, 1848. 

Another regu]stion is, that a strange brother shall furnish 
the lodge he intend11 to visit with a. certificate of his good · 
standing in the lodge from which he last hailed.-MACKEY, 
P.M. L., 258. 

There is no necessity in Masonry for certificates, diplomas, 
and cards.-HYNEHAN, Eo. Mir. and Key., 1859. 

The certificate is, by .no means, intended to act as a. vaucl!er 
for the bearer, nor can it be allowed to supersede the nece&' 
sity of a strict examination.-MACKEY, Lexicon, 78. 

Neither a diploma or demit is evidence that its holder is a 
worthy mason.-MoRRIS, Am. F. M., ii., 14. Which is an un
answerable argument against their use.-G. W. C. 

I view Grand Lodge certificates, in the sense some of our 
modern jurists recommend them, as a. most dangerous innova
tion, and calculated to break down the barriers l!stablished 
by our fathers against the admission of the ignorant and de
signing.-MoRRIS, Am. F. M., iv., 148. 

The Grand Lodge of Omo has, without a dissenting voice, 
repudiated the whole system of Grand Lodge certificates.
ED.11'.(as. Rev., 1847. 

A diploma is a mere certificate, officially issued by the 
lodge, that A. B. bas regularly received the several degrees, 
and is, at the date of the certificate, a. worthy member of the 
lodge.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., xiv., 116. 

A certificate ~s a. diploma issued by a. Grand Lodge, or by 
a subordinate lodge under its authority, testifying that the 
holder thereof is a true and trusty brother, and recommend
ing him to the hospitality of the fraternity abroad.-MA.cKB-r_ 
Lexiwn, 78. 
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Put Kutera. 
Within the past few years, the powers, rights and privi

leges of Pas~ Masters have been thoroughly discussed, and 
the general opinion now held is, that Pa.'lt Masters, as such, 
possess no rights and privileges not possessed by any master 
mason, except those specifically granted them by their par
ticular Grand Lodge, or allowed by courtesy, unless it be the 
right to confer the degree of Past Master upon the Master 
elect of a lodge. 

The Degree of Put Kuter. 
'Ve have the best of reasons for believing, that the de~ 

of Past Master was not known until the very last part of the 
last century, and is almost exclusively of American origin. 

The right of a Grand Lodge to confer the degree of Past 
Master, has never been contended for, or exercised by tho 
Grand Lodge of VERJIONT, it being considered as belonging 
to the Royal Ar~h Chapter; instances have occurred where 
this degree has been conferred on a Master elect, by three 
or more Past Masters, in presence of Past Masters only; but 
it is now considered as a proper appendage to the chapter 
degrees.-HASWF.LL, C. F. C. Vt., 1849. 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the jurisdiction of tho 
Past Master's degree ought, in the fitness of things, to be 
vested in the several Grand Lodges, and not in chapters of 
Royal Arch masons.-Res. Conn., 1852. 

We look upon this degree as nothing more than the in
stallation service of a Master, embellished for the use of 
chapters. That, as an installation service, it is necessary to 
a Master before acting in that office. That, as an installation 
service, it is under the control of any one or more of those 
who have received it, and may be conferred by any one or 
more of them, and they may ask the aid of, and allow chapter 
Past Masters to be present. That as a degree and an in
stallation service, it differs somewhat in ceremonies. That 
as a degree, it is solely under the jurisdiction of chapters ; 
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but as an installation service, it i8 solely under the legislative 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodges, and the conferring juris
diction of those who have received it We do not think a 
chapter Past Master can legally confer it on a Master elect, 
unless he who confers it lias served as an elected Master. 
The Grand Master, when installing a Master elect, or any one 
deputed by him io perform that ceremony, being a Past 
Master by election in a lodge. can confer it.-Il..t.TCH, C. F. C. 
of N. Y., 1851. 

The Grand Master requsated all below the degree of Past 
Master to retire. After which, a convocation of Past Masters 
were assembled, who proceeded to open a lodge of Past 
Masters, and the following brethren were severally intro
duced, and legally qualified to preside over their respective 
lodges, by having the Past Master's degree conferred upon 
them.-E.rt. Pro. Mo., 1852. 

Our Orand Lodge has always refused to permit Past Masters 
made in a chapter to be present at the induction of the 
Master elect of a symbolic lodge into the oriental chair.*
MACKBY, s. c., 1852. 

With the exception, perhaps, of LoUISIANA and SoUTH CABO
LDi'A, a mason who has received the degree of Past Master in 
a chapter, is regarded in all the states in the Union as eligi
ble to the Master's chair as one who had received it from a 
convocation of regular Past Masters.t-Knro, C. F. C., N. Y., 
1854. 

In the Blue Lodge, no recognition can be taken of the 
chapter degrees. The only Past Mastel"ll known or recognized 
in the Blue Lodge, are such as have been duly installed, rnd 
have actually passed the chair.-BaowN, Com. Fla., 1854. 

• Tbe above io the practl-.e in EngW.fld, where ooe class ia deoomillat.od ac!ual 
l'ast Mastero, and the other virtual Past Masters.-G. W. C: 

t Tbe compiler was thus elected to the chair in a lodge, and tbo Installing 
oiDcer, (Dtr!n.AP, Past Grand Master, and Past G. and Gen. Grand H. P.) admitted 
and recognized the chapter degree, by omitting all ceremeny, .Ire., e:s:cept tba• 
usual on a re-inslallaUoD ol a Vasw.-G. W. C. 



A ],Jaster mliBt'rocoive the honorary degree of Past Master 
before installation.-LEwm, G. M., N. Y., 1858. 

In the Grand Lodge of Soum CAJIOLJ!U., 1856, a petition 
beiBg presented, praying that the Past Master,'s degr~e might 
be conferred on one who had acted as Master of a lodge, 
while nnder dispensation, it was &solved, That the prayer 
of said petition be declined, as being contrary to the ancient 
regulations of the order. 

It is the sense of ·this Grand Lodge, that DO brother, who 
has not ·taken the Past Master's degree, is competent to pre
side as Master of a chartered lodge under this jnrisdiction.
Res. Ill., 1851. 

In MrssiBBIPPI one Past Master only is considered necei!Bary 
in qualifying a Master elect.-MEI..LEN, C. F. C. Mi.!s., 1856. 

A Past Master, who is such m«ely by degree, has no au
thority in a lodge more than any other master mason; neither 
has a Past Master, by office, except that which. is conferred 
on him bY the Master, or either of the Wardens, ~o are 
there present.-Miss.; 1858. 

Receiving the Past Master's degree in a chapter, confers 
no privileges that can be made available in a Blue Lodge. 
A brother having once received the degree in a chapter, it 
wonld supersede the necessity of his receiving it again as a 
qualifica~ion for otlice. He would be . competent to preside 
in a Blue Lodge, if elected.-C. W. MooRE, 1846. 

A great error was committed when the power of making 
nominal Past Masters was conceded to, or assumed by, the 
chapters- There WM no necessity for it.-0. w. MooRE, 
1848. 

A chapter Past Master ia a regular Past Master, though of 
another jurisdiction, and has the secrets of the chair as cuw
pletely u any other. Past Maater. No distinction has ever 
been made in this jurisdictioo between a Chapter and Blue 
Past Master, except the former is not entitled to preside in a 
Blue Lodge, and ia not a member of the Grand Lodge.
MBLLD' Miis., 1856; 
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We recogn.ize no dtgr«e of present or Past Master, con
ferred by any authority not holden under a legitimate Grand 
Lodge.-Re~. Cal., 1855. 

The Past ¥aster's degree is not neceBSary to qualify a 
Master to preaide.-Mith., 1855. 

The order or degree of Past Master, as an order or degree 
separate from the installation ceremony of a Master elect, is 
not neceBSary for a Master to preside.-A!·k., 1855. 

This Grand Lodge does not recognize the degree of Past 
Master. It can only concede the title and privileges, and 
confide the duties of Past Master to such master masons ~ 
have been regularly elected and installed into the office of 
Master of a lodge of symbolic Freemasonry.-IA., 1856. 

Lodges of Master Masons, and Grand Lodges, have no 
such degree as Paet Master. They have no right to confer 
such degree. The Master is vested, by a legal election awl 
installatien, with all neceBSary authority to preside in his o"·n 
lodge, no matter who is present.-R. I., 1855. 

The Grand Lodge of VIRGINIA requires Wardtm, as well 
as Masters, to receive the degree of Past Master.*-G. W. C. 

'!'his General Grand Chapter docs not claim jurisdiction 
over the degree of Past Master, when abOut to be conferr•d 
upon the M311ter elect of a symbolic lodge.-Re& G. G. C., 
1850. 

The degree of Past Master obtained in a chapter, does not 
qualify a person to preside as Master of a. symboli~ lodgo. 
Such chapter degree cannot, in any way, be recognized in 
Bl11e Mallonry.-PmE, Ark. 

In the absence of the Master, the Senior Warden, and in 
his absence the Junior Warden presides, without having reo 
ceived this degree or order.-lbid. 

The Pa.t~t Master's dtgrte is not acknowledged in ENGLAND, 

• We believe no other Gruui Lodge iD Ule _.ld baa a similar resuJatiog. 
-G.W.C. 
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.They have simply the ceremony of installing a Master into 
the chair of his lodge. 

In IRELAND and Soon..um, the degree is given as a pasa to 
the Royal Arch. They make this distinction, however, call· 
ing the one an actual, and the other a virtual Past Master. 
But, as a degree, it carries no authority with it whatever . 

• 
A Past Master thus made cannot attend a meeting of in-

stalled Masters, or be present when a Master is installed into 
the chair of his lodge. In ENGLAND it is not recognized as 
nooeBBal'Y, before receiving the Royal Arch.-G. W. C. 

Three, or more Past Masters may confer the degree upon 
a Master elect of a lodge, but they cannot confer it in any 
other case, or for any other purpose whatever.-Min., 1856. 

This Grand Lodge will require a brother to have the Past 
Master's degree, before he can be installed as Master of a 
lodge under this jurisdiction.-Re,. l01L'a, 1845. 

It is highly improper and unmasonic to confer tho Past 
Master's degree upon any master mason who has not been 
elected te preside over a regularly constituted lodge.-Res. 
Maine, 1847. We entirely concur in this resolution-PARVIN, 
C. F. C. lOUJa, 1848. 

There is no necessity for the Master of a lodge under dis
pensation to have the degree of Past Master. He is not, 
moreover, qualified to take it.-HUJIPHRBYS, G. M. lOUJa, 1849. 

It is not necessary for a master mason to preside over a 
lodge in the capacity of Warden, nor for the Master of a 
lodge under dispensation.-Res. Texas, 1852. 

The new Master is then conducted to an adjacent room, 
· where he is regularly installed, and bound to his trust in 

aocient form, in the presence of at least thrteinstalkd Masters.* 
-PBBftoN. 

I believe that the trne rule is, to deny the chapter, or vir· 

• Thh l'f\rt or the ceremony can ooly be orally eommWiicated, 1101' cau&IIJ 
b"t in.,talled Ma.•tcrs be present.---Ouna. 
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tual Put Maa~ra, ·the ~gbt to inatall, or to be present at-the 
inatallation of the Master of a symbolic lodge.--..QJD, P.; 
M. L., 278. 

The Master of ~ lodge, .whether -~ chartered ·lodge, or one 
under dispensation, musi be _a Past Master, to be able to 
govern it correctly. 'He might perform all t4e w~k of his 
office, confer degrees, . give lectures, opell and close his 
lodges, &c:, as well without the Past Master's degree ~a .wifh 
it, but he could not _govern 'his_ lodge-.-Moitirm, Am. F .. M.;, 
~~ . - - -

A Past Master made in a Royal.A:rch Chapter need not be in
ducted into the oriental chair, in the event~f his !being elected 
Muter of a symbolic l<>dge.-.Res. G. G. Clutp., 1853. Rit.. · 
Grand Chap. Ky., 1854. Thill bas long been: settled by gen&. 
ra1 conaent.-MoJUUS, Aa; F. M., iii., 4.<;. 

That one who has reOOved the degree of Past Master in a 
chapter, cannot be one of three tO Confer the "honorary· 
degree of Past Muter," is to us a new doctrine. The degree 
in both cases is precisely tho same.-C. MooRE, Mas. RerJ... 
viii., 282. 

Oonferrfna Decree& upon ClerlrYJXlen, wtthout:l'ee. 
It has been a common practice, to admit ministers of tlie 

gospel into the order, and to membel:llhip, without f~.. Sev
eral Grand Lodges have favored the practice, by remitting all 
Gr~d Lodge fees and dues .for the:ini~t~on an!~. membership 
of clergymen. - -

It may well be doubted, however, whether such practice, 
or custom, is m88onically just. Masonry professes to regard 
no man for his wealth, or outward appearance; and a man's 
profession, or calHng, providing-it ·be an honest one, shov.ld 
not be allowed to augment, or dispense with, ·any of the uni
versal prerequisites for admisaion. All should come in on 
the lewl. One brother should not be required or allowed tO
pay an increased tax (or the. support of our orpnization, for 
the purpose of relieving another, and one equally, or perhape 
better, able to pay, from any tax-of the kind. 
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So far as onr information extends, it would appear that the 
practice mentioned is gradually becoming obsolete. 

A lodge has not the right to receive members free of dues, 
except' they be 'in indigent" circumstances-if the by..Jawa 
prescribe paylnent of dues.-HliB~, Ohio, 1851., · · · 

, No distinctiol;l. shall be m,ade j.q ~qu;~un~ of fees, on. acoount 
of profe88ion or occU:pation of applicant.-Ru. Texas, 1851. 

The qU!lfltion whether a lodge can confer the degrees on a 
minister of the gospel, gratis, or remit .the amount of fees 
therefor, or donate to him the amount thereof, seems. to be 
still unsettled in the minds of some. This Grand Lodge .bas 
decided, that it would be a Violation of the spirit of our Con
stitution' to confer the degrees gratuitously, or remit the 
amount; and I have maintained on this, as on other questions, 
that manifest and intentional evasions of the Constitution are 
to be regarded as Violations of it Entertaining, as I do, the 

' most profound respect for the sacred· office, and always will-
ing to manifest• it, • on proper oecasions, I do, nevertheleBB, 
most positively object to the reoogl'lition of any such distino
.tion in ow lo.dges • ._..G. M. La., 1855. 

This Grand I.b!ge will not require any fee for the initiation 
'Of aily minister of'God.-:-Ga·~ 18'2• 

. ' I 

It is improper to confer the chapter degrees on clergymen 
·'witho11t th~ ~sual fees.-Res~·Grimd Chapter Texas, 1855. 

. . . . . . 
When the by-laws of a subordinate lodge proVide that the 

degrees may be conferred on ministers of the gospel, free of 
clmrge, no initiation fees as dues shall be charged to such 
lodge 'by 'the Grand LOdge~-' Res. Ohio, l844. 

It is not obligatory ~pon a lodge to entertain the applica
tion of a clergyman free of charge. it requires an unanimous 
vote to elect such·, as·much as:m any other case. A major
ity vote can make ·a donatiOn of money belonging 110 the 

-lodge.-HUBJWID; 0/tio, 1853. 

'lilly lodge may confer the degrees, Without fees, upon any 
1Wlmowledged minister of the gospel.-Reg. lll. ' ' 



Lodges shall pay for each of their members-Secretaries 
and clergymen excepted-fifty cents. (Indef. post.)-Mick. 
1858. 

No lodge shall make a mason, except a minister of the gos
pel, or for the purpose of being a Tiler, for a less sum than 
twe:Jty dollars.-Comt. Del. 

Provided, ministers of the gospel may be admitted gratu
itously.~Reg. I0111a, 1852. 

Lodges are authorized to remit the fees for oonferring the 
degrees on ministers of the gospel, when they are so disposed, 
Tenn., 1853. 

The Grand Lodge have no right to impose the duty of con
ferring the degrees of Masonry upon any person, without 
being paid therefor the regular fees which may have been es
tablished by any subordinate lodge.-Rep. Com. Gr. Lodge 
N. IL, 1826. (Subj. inckf. post.) 

Clergymen approbated by competent authority to preach 
the gospel, may be initiated, crafted, and raised, without any 
fee whatevcr.-Const. Me., 1820. 

No lodge shall be charged any fees or dues for clergymen, 
for whom no member or initiation fee shall be charged.
Conlt. Md. Any lodge may confer the degrees, without fee, 
upon any minister of the gospel.-.lb. 

Voted, That the· fees payable to the Grand Lodge, on the 
initiation of ordained and permanently settled clergymen, be 
in future remitted.-Mass., 1812. 

A. resolution declaring it not coi!trary to the spirit and 
landmarks of Masonry to confer the degrees gratuitously on 
regular ministers of the gospel, was rejected in the Grand 
Lodge of NoRTH CAROLINA, 1851. 

Masonic Widow and Orphan 

The widow and the orphan of a brother master mason have 
11trong and peculiar claims upon the masonic fraternity. SeT
eral of the Grand Lodges have provided a means, though an 
imperfect one, by which such widow and orphan may be able 



TIDI KAS'I'ER--:IIASO!UC WIDOW AIID ORPlUII. .&39 

to pruve their claim as such. Justice would seem to demand. 
that all the Grand Lodges should do so. 

The widow or orphan of an expelled, or suspended mason, 
has no masonic claim as such. A simple suspension of mem
bership, however, does not destroy such claim. 

If the widow of a mason marry a second time, she loses her 
masonic claim. If she be again left a widow, we are of opinion, 
her claim is not renewed or recovered, by virtue of her 
second widowhood. 

But with respect to the children of a deceased brot,her 
mason, the rule is otherwise. Once an orphan, always an 
orphan, is the rule. Any future change in the social rela
tions of the mother, does not affect their masonic claims as 
the orphans of a mason. 

Imperative duty of Master, upon the death of a member in 
good standing, to report the same to the Grand Secretary, 
who shall fill out a diploma, free of expense, for the benefit 
of the widow or orphans.-Res. Va., 1851. 

Upon the death of any master mason, in good standing, 
and a member of any lodge under this juriedietion, such lodge 
shall furnish to the widow and orphans of the deceased a cer
tificate of his membership, standing, and death, under seal. 
without any charge therefor.-.Reg. Ark. 

Lodges are required to furnish the widow or the orphans 
of each deceased brother master mason who Wa8' in good 
standing, with a certificate of such brother's standing, at his 
death.-Res. IJl., 1847. Res. Tenn., 1853. Texas, 1849. 

A mason's widow being again married, loses her masonic 
claims, at least while her second husband lives. If left again 
a widow, her former privileges of a mason's relict are re
stored to her.-MoRRis, Am. F. M., v., 85. 

·when a mason's widow marries again, she ceases to be 
a mason's widow, and her claim as such terminates.-C. W. 
Moou. 

The orphans of a mason remain orphans, though the mother 
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marries again, and, as snch, have claims upon the fraternity. 
C. W. MooaE. 

There is no usage or regulation by which, like our state 
poor laws, the destitute are to be traced back to a former 
settlement or residence. Wherever they are found, there 
the relief should be provided by the frali&rnity.-HUBB.ABD, 
G. M. Ohio, 1851. 

The widow of a suspended mason has no claims to masonic 
aid.-C. MooRE, Mas. Rev., :xiii., 2110. 

We think a wife or widow of a mason, although she may 
have married a second husband, or become widowed a 
second time, does not lose her claim upon masons while 

'she lives, and ought to be assisted whenever she may need it, 
if she is a worthy and reputable woman. This is the opinion 
held by VmoiNU, and, we believe, several other Grand 
Lodges.-IL.TCH, C. F. C., N. Y., 1851. We much question 
such a claim.-MOBRIS, .Am. F. M., ii., 95. 

Itinerant Masonic Lecturers. 

One o( the most prolific sourees of confusion and discrep
ancies in the masonic work and lectm'ea, may be found in the 
practice of encouraging and employing itinet'allt masonic lec
turers. Each Grand Lodgeiis)ts· o:wn judge of what is the 
correct ritual, and its subordinate lodges are bound to con
form to that which it prescribes. Many of the Grand LOdges 
employ one· or more skillful craftsman to instruct theirlodges 
in the work and lectures of Masonry. The instructions of 
such regularly appointed lecturers, must be received and 
obeyed by the subordinate lodges, until changed by the Grand 
Lodge itst-lf. 

Subordinate lodges have no right to employ any lecturer, 
as such, who has riot been approved by their Grand Lodge. 
Such prohibition does not apply to the employment of proper 
persons to deliver private. addresses, or lectures, upon ma
sonic subjects generally. It is to be interpreted as referring 
only to the WOTk, and accompanying illustrations, or lectures. . 



The Grand Lodge deems itimproper.and unmasonic for the 
subordinate lf>~ges ~o permit any i1i11erant masonic lecturer 
.to visit their lodges for the purpose of lecturing.-Reg. Misl. 

No lodge shall receive lectures from· any person, as the au
thorized work, unleas under the sanction of the Grand Lodge 
or Grand Master.-Res. Cal., 1852. 

The lodges under thiB jurisdiction are instructed to dis
countenance all itinerant lecturers on Freemasonry, and that 
none be allowed to leWire but such as are authorized by the 
Grand Lodge.--8. C., 1853. 
·· No lodge shall encourage, promote, or permit, the delivery 
of any masonic lectures, which have not been sanctioned and 
authorized by the Grand Lodge. Nor shall any mason be 
permitted to deliver .such lecture.& umler this jurisdiction.
Consts. Mau., Maine, R. I., and Wi&; 

Every lodge shall adopt and practice the standard of work 
1llld lectures imparted by the Grand Lecturer, or Assistant 
Grand Lecturers, and no other; * * * Any freemason, 
not duly authorized, who shall impart such work and lectures, 
shall be subject to expulsion.-Const. N. Y . 

.All lodges under this jurisdiction are prohibited from em
ploying any itinerant lectlil'er, to instruct them in the ritual, 
al}(). ceremonies of the order, without the special permission 
of the Grand Lodge, or Grand Master, in writing.-Comt. La 

No lodge shall permit the delivery: oflectures on the work 
and degrees of Masonry,by any one who is not a member of 
this Grand Lodge, or some lodge under its jurisdiction; or by 
some one duly authorized by the Grand Lodge. Nor shall 
any lodge permit the delivery of any lectures, except such as 
have been sanctioned by the Grand Lodge.-Const.s. Mo. and 
Kansas. 
· · Subordinate lodges in this jurisdiction are prohibited from 
employing, or in any way giving aid and encouragement to 
itinerant masonic lecturers, who lecture for pay.-Res. Texas, 
1857. 
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Parli&m.enb!T Uaacea. 
Much discussion has arisen, at various times, in relation to 

the propriety, or necessity, of introducing parliamentary 
usages into the lodge-room. The following extracts seem to 
us to be eminently just and proper, and to cover the whole 
ground of the discussion. 

The masonic rule should be, that where well-settled par
liamentary principles can be properly applied to the action 
of masonic bodies, they should always govern ; but they 
should never be introduced where they, in any way, interfere 
with the established cnstoms or landmarks of Masonry, or 
with the high prerogatives of the Master.-B. B. FRENCH, .Am. 
Q. R. Fm., 1858. 

We are not aware of any good reason why, in the kgisla~ 
ti11e business of a lodge, the ordinary rules which prevail in 
other deliberative bodies would not be convenient and useful. 
But in all matters appertaining to the technicalities of the 
masonic ritual, the working of the lodge, and everything 
which in itself is purely and absolutely connected with the 
c.>nferring of degrees, the decisions of the presiding officer 
are, ex necessitate, for the time being, final.-TuCKER, Vt., 1851. 

All questions of order not purely masonic, not provided for 
in the by-laws of the Grand Lodge, or the subordinate lodge, 
and not controlled by the established usage of the particular 
lodge, should be decided in accordance with parliamentary 
usages.-MoRRis, .Am. F. M., ii., 178. 

CmonTrEE oF THE WHOLE.-Among those parliamentary 
usages which seem to be generally considered as impropei 
and out of place, in a masonic lodge, is that of resolving the 
body into a "Committee of the Whole." There is no occasion 
for such a proceeding in a masonic body. 

A lodge bas no right to go into a "committee of the whole." 
Such a committee, not being recognized by our ancient Con
stitutions, or general regulations, is nnmasonic in form.
Com. Me., 1852. 



The report having been read, on motion, it was voted that 
the same be taken up in committee of the whole, and that the 
Deputy Grand Master be chairman of said committee. * * 
The comm;ttee then rose, reported progress by its chairman, 
and leave was granted for them to sit again.-Proc. Vt., 1849. 

Tile Grand Lodge, on motiutJ, resolved itself into a conven
tion, for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing year. 
Pro. Mass., 1817. 

We see that tile Grand Lodge of INDIANA, like that ofVm
GDIIA, occasionally resolves itself into a committee of the 
whole. This anomalons feature in masonic legislation en
tirely overturns the long-estnblislted and universally recog
nized principle of masonic government.-KING, C. F. C. of 
N.Y., 1853. 

1'BK PRBVIOUS QUBSTION.-Thls is a very useful and neces
sary rule in ordinary legislative bodies, but is entirely unappro
priate in a masonic lodge. Wilen the Master wishes to stop 
a debate, he has full power to do so, and no one or more of 
the members can continue or prevent such debate if the 
Master decide otherwise. 

The prtvious question being unknown to ancient Masonry, 
should find no resting-place in a masonic lodge. We believe 
the practice to be an innovation.-HABWBLL, C. F. C. Vt., 1851. 

We consider it very necessary, in so large bodies as the 
Grand Lodge of New York.-HATCH, C. F. C., N. Y., 1852. 

'l'he calling for the previous question to terminate debate, 
is unknown to Masonry. The Master has the power, at hls 
discretion, to terminate debate.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1853. 

We decidedly condemn the introduction into our masonic 
language, of such expressions as " adjourn," " previons ques
tion," "yeat1 and nays," &c.; they are foreign to our work.
PARVIN, C. F. C.lowa, 1847. 

Calling for the previous question in lodges we believe to 
be improper.-C. MooRB, Mas. Rn1., yii., 344. 



Kiecellanecnu. 

JU.SONIC SYMBOLS AS ADVERTISEXENTS. 

The employment of masonic symbols, or emblems, as signs 
to attract attention to one's business, unless such business be 
e:xclo<~ively or largely masonic, is a p~>..rversion of their use, 
and worthy of ~~evere condemnation. .We have no doubt 
that a brother so offending is amenahle to masonic discipline. 
(But the wearing of a masonic pin, or ring, or other jewelry, 
within proper bounds, is not only no offense, but perfectly 
consist.lnt with the spirit or" Freemasonry, and is a matter 
upon which .Grand Lodge legislation seem8 to us to be out 
of place. An abuse of the privilege is ·undoubtedly and 
appropriately within the jurisdiction of the p>lrU.culo.r lodge 
to which the offender belongs, or in which he resides.) · 

In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the use of masonic 
emblems upon sign-boards, is unmasonic,' and in open viola
tion of the spirit of Freemasonry,.:__&$, Cal., 1854. 

It is scarcely in the power of a Grand Lodge to .say, that 
no brother shall use any masonic symb<;~l or emblem to,attract 
business.-MoRRIS, Am. F. M., iii., 36. · 

No mason shall exhibit any emblem of the order as a sign 
to attract attention to his business • .,-Const. Mo., 1854. 

Many of our brethren, forgetful of th~ .avowal made on 
entering its portals, that they are m:tinfluenced by mercenary 
motives, violate this pledge, by placing upon their sign
boards, vehicles and cards, masonic symbols and emblems, 
which should possibly pertain as a means of advertisement 
to those brethren alone who ~re manufacturers of masonic 
clothing and jewels.-G. M. of N. .Y., 1~5&. , 

Masonic emblems exhibited on sign-boards and business 
cards, and worn on the person in the form of jewelry, with 
a view to convey the impression that the owner is a member 
of the craft, and to promote the business in wllich they are 
engaged, is a most unwarrantable and unmasonic perversion 
of our principles to mercenary and unwoFtby motives.-C. 
F. C. of Ca., 1857. 



The use· or masonic emblems ori sign-boards, &c., for the 
purpose of inviting custom or patronage to one's business, 
is most reprehensible, as it 'degrades the name and cbaractet 
of Masonry, by making it subservient to the groveling pur
poses of gain.-C. F. C. of Pmn., 1851. 

Our emblems were intended as media for important moral 
and religious instruction, ami it must be a desecration of 
them to use them for purposes of trade, or to seek, by their 
influence; tO arrest the custom of a passing traveler, or to 
.[Jersuade . the patronage of a. commercial correspondent • .:_ 
MACKEY, 8. c., 1856. 

SUMM:ONs.-Every mason residing in the jurisdiction of a 
lodge, is under the strongest obligations to obey the sum
mons of such lodge, whether· such summons be written or 
oral, imd. whether he be a member of such iodge, or of any 
lodge or not. Such obligation is binding upon him. as a 
mason. A neglect or refusal to obey such summons is good 
cause for discipline, even to expulsion. 

Summonses issued by a lodge, or Master, may be ;.ritten 
or oral. They need not contain any matter except requisition 
to attend the lodge, or the Mastet, ·when required; Every 
master mason, on being so summoned, is bound to attend, 
whether he be a ·member of the lodge or not, if he reside 
linder its jurisdiction, without q•estion as· tO the object 
thereof.-Regs. lll. 

Every mason is bound to obey the summons of a lodge of 
master masons, whether he be a member ·or otherwise. The 
obligation is generai.-C. W. MooRE, F. Mag., i., 36. 

· The refusal to obey the lodge summons is an offense in 
Masonry, which. demanda stringenhliscipline.-SWIGERT, G. 
M. Ky., 1858. 

Unless the by-laws of the lOdge have preRi:ribed the mode, 
a summons may be either verbal or written, to compel the 
attendance of a mason, emanating from the proper authority. 
-HuBB.A.BD, Ohio, 1853. 



CLOTHJ'Na.-The anc:.ent and most appropriate mason.., 
clothing for funeral procejlsions, is a plain white lambskin 
apron, white gloves, and a black dreBB, including hat. The 
officers should wear their official jewels in addition. Sashes, 
ornamented aprons, and "regalia," of any kind, we consider 
to be entirely out of place in such processions. 

For festival, and some other occasions, it may bt> proper 
for members of the higher degrees to wear the clothing 
proper for such degrees. They can ouly do so, however, 
when they appear in a body, as such. It is not proper, for 
one or more so clothed, to appear in the ranks of a lodge. 
They must appear in a body, and as a body. 

At masonic funerals, no brother should wear any other 
badges, or emblems of Masonry, except a white apron and 
gloves, (except the officers of the lodge performing the cere
mony), who may wear the badges of their office.-&!. La., 
1854. 

We prefer (for funerals), plain white aprons and gloves.-
C. W .. MooaE, 1844. 

At funerals, the clothing of brethren shall be white aprons, 
white sashes, and white gloves, with the exception ofofficers, 
who shall wear their appropriate jewels.-&~. Min., 1853. 

The proper masonic clothing for. funeral proceSBions, is the 
white lambskin apron, and white gloves.-lotDa, 1857. 

INCORPORATION OF LoDGEs.-Though the incorporation of 
subordinate lodges is quite common, we incline to the opinion 
expreBBed in the following extracts, that such incorporation 
is at least inexpedient. 

In June, 1826, a committee* of the Grand Lodge of MAB
BACHUBETTB reported, that the incorporation of lodges was in
expedient, and against the spirit of the masonic constitutions; 
that under an act of incorporation, the members of a lodge 
would have a right to hold and manage their funds, inde
pendently of the Grand Lodge, however in other respects 

• Jowr Amlorr, Jou SoU'!', WJUJJ.JI J. WIIIPft.a. 



they might misconduct as masons ; that acts of incorporation 
must tend to introduce change into the institution, and 
changes in the form of masonic government are not consistent 
with the spirit of the institution, nor our obligations a8 mem
bers of it; that their necessity is disproved by masonic 
history, and all masonic experience; that not being neces
sary, or even advantageous, they are inexpedient. (They 
reported the following resolution, which, with the report, was 
adopted : ) Ruolved, That no subordinate lodge, or any mem
bers ther~of for such lodge, hereafter present to the legis
lature, any petition for an act of incorporation, and that all 
lodges, or. members thereof, which have such petitions now 
pending, cause the same to be withdrawn.-Proc. Mass., 1826. 

No landmark or principle of Freemasonry is violated, in 
my opinion, by the incorporation of a masonic lodge. The 
question is one of expediency merely. I think there are no 
benefits from such incorporation, which cannot be had equally 
as well without it, except, possibly, some facilities in manag
ing law suits. From the peculiar nature of the masonic 
institution, great evils and inconvenience have resulted, and 
may again result from such incorporation; and I cannot avoid 
the conclusion, that the incorporation of masonic lodges is 
inexpedient.-RKAD, G. M. D61., 1853. 

, MASONIC BBGGARB.-It ia well settled, that no lodge, or in
dividual member of a lodge, can give a certificate, or recom
mendation, enabling a mason to go from lodge to lodge, or 
place to place, as a pauper, to apply for relief. 

No lodge, or officer, or member of a lodge, shall, under any 
circumstances, give a certificate or recommendation, to enable 
a mason to go from lodge to lodge, as a pauper, or in an itin
erant manner to apply to lodges for relief.-Consts. Me., Penn., 
Wis., Canada, England, and Mass. 

The Grand Lodge respectft•lly requests her sister Grand 
Lodges to direct their subordinates not to grant relief to any 
applicant from this jurisdiction, unleBB he produces a certifi. 
cate of his present membership in a lodge, or gi~s other sat-



us 
iafaetory evidence of· hls being an aiDI.ated liaason.--;8., . .c., 
1863. . . 

TAIATION or LoDoElr.-In 18!13, the Grand Lodge ofl AiirAlf
sAS, passed an edict reqttiring its snboromate· lodges to levy 
and collect a tax of two dollars per annum from -eaCh affiliated 
mason, for the benefit of ST. JoHN's CoLLEGE; ·Two 'lodges T~ 
fused to cotnply.. .At the Communication; in 1854, the Grand 
Master argued, that the Grand Lodgi; bad lhe right t6 im
pose the tax. The Grand Lodge, however, repealed the 
edict, though a committee reported in favor of the powel'. 
(One of the lodges was suspended, the other apologized.) 

These precedents are sufficient to establish the power of 
the Gl'Bild Lodge to levy and collect taxes, for such purposes 
as in its estimation will tend to carry out the: great -ends of 
Masonry • .......J. W. B. MITCBRU.1 1856. 

Joi:NT OcCUPANCY OF LoDoE Rooxs.-The' better ·opinion is, 
that a. lodge room should not be usea for. any other. than 
masonic purposes. The joint occupancy of a room by Masons 
and Odd Fellows, or other societies, is generally disapproyed 
~f by our best masonic writers, and other authorities. 

In future1 the lodge room shall·. not be rentQd <~r used for 
any other than masonic purposes . ....,.s. c ... ls:£6. 

It is very improper to uee a lodge room .for any other. than 
masonic purposett.-H..w., G1.M., l'tzat. 1858.: 

There is certainly nothing in the Constitutions of Masonry 
to prohibit the use of masonic lodge rooms for any lawful 
purpote.-MoBRIB, Am. F. M., v., 60 .. 

' AFFIR)(ATION.-The question whether or not the degreeS 
of Masonry may be administered on "8ffirmation," bas fre
quently arisen, and the decisions upon the point are various 
and conflicting. We are of opinion, that conferring the 
degrees on ailinnation ia no viola~on of the spirit of Free
masonry, and neither:.overtbrows, nor even affects, a. ~·Jand
mark." 

The committee, to whom was referred the question, whethu 
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the masonic degrees can be conferred on affirmation, without 
oath, reported: that it would not violate any masonic prin
,ciple, or remove any landmark, to confer the degrees on affir
mation.* [&port Accepted].-Afe., 1823, 

.AFFJRlU.Timi.-A . Quaker's affirmation is binding.-F. M. 
London Qu., 1838, 286.. Such is not the rule in this cotmtry. 
-MoRRis, Am. F. M., iv., 11. 

• 
PROXDDTY OF E:-rc.urPKEN"l'S.-There· is no constitutional reg-

ulation defining distance between encampments. It ia left to 
. the officer granting dispensation, or Grand Encampment.-
· Com. Juris. G. G •. .Bnc.,18M; 

' Hiu.LING BY RESOLUTION .-Healing itregularly made masons, 
by resolution, is a violation of the fundamental principles of 
Masoury':-"Com, N. Y., 1861. A. just expoeitio& of law of 
Muo~,m such oases.~. ,w, M1;10RB. 

· V OTB oF MASTBR..::_In case of a tie, the Master in the chair 
·shall be entitled to give a casting vote; except upon a ballot 
for initiation or membership.-Cout. Eng. 

lfu.rrARY LonGBB.-No watrant shall be granted for the' es
tablishment of a military lOdge, without the consent of the 
commanding officer o( the·· regiment, bat1allion, or · com
pany, to which it is to be attached. No military lodge shall, 
on any pretense, initiate into Masonry any inhabitant or so
journer in any town or place at w~h its members may be 
~tationed, or through which they may be marching; nor any 
person who does not, at the time, belong to the military pro
fession.-C011st. Eng. 

MEllBBKSIIIP IN CHAPTER....,-It has always been a rule in this 
jurisdiction, (PENNSYLVANIA,) that a brother must be a mem
ber of a symbolic lodge, in order to hold membership in the 
chapter or encampment.-Mir. and Key., 1855. We do not 
think that the old law, in this state, (M.rss).SSIPPI,) required 
the retaining membership in the former, to continue it in the 

• From the proceedings ot 1827, w o learn that the Grand Lodge of MISSOI!RI1 

~. JU.'<ro(I[Y, DKLl'lf41111, VJRGL..U, IUid PJIII'li8TLVA..''IA: donied lbe right 
&O to do. 



T11B XAITD-JIIliCELLAlfEOUS. 

latter, though it was necessary to the receiving of the de. 
grecs in a chapter.-MELLBN, .A.cacia, 1855. 

REPORT INVESTIGATING CollliiT'I'J:£,-.!n entry should never 
be made, either on the petition or lodge books, of how the 
committee reported.-SKrrH, G. M . .A.rlc., 1856. It seems to 
us that the decision is correct.-C. F. C. Minn., 1858. 

LoDGE MDTDIQ'S ON THE SABBATH-We believe it to be in
consistent with the principles of ancient Freemasonry for a 
lodge to hold any meetings on the Holy Sabbath, for purpose 
of work, or any buaineBS, except funeral occasions, or cases 
of cbarity.-Ru. N. C., 1853. W ~ most heartily subscribe to 
it.-C. F. C. Mid&., 1854. &.. Mich.., 1854. The position is a 
correct one.-G. W. C. 

CA.ImmATBB WHo MAY Paoros£.-No member who has not 
received the degree of master mason shall ~ permitted to 
propose any candidate for admission into Masonry.-Res. 
Conn., 1797. We do not so believe. (fide charge to an E. 
A.)-G. W.C. 

BY-LA:ws.-Perhaps this Grand Lodge has no authority to 
enforce upon its subordinate lodges a code of by-laws, with
out their consent.-Suu, C. F. C • .A.la., 1851. We fully con
cur.-PABVIN, C. F. C. Iowa, 1852. We think no such right 
cxists.-G. W. C. 

CENSURING GRAND 0FFICERS.-Subordinate lodges, as such, 
have no right to pass resolutions censuring officers of the 
Grand Lodge.-HooiN, G. M., 101Ctl, 1855. Undoubtedly iin
proper to do so.-G. W. C. 

A GRAND 0'1'FICER PRO TEX. NOT ENTITI.ED TO Von:.-No 
officer pro tern., who is not installed in any Grand office, shall 
have a vote as Grand officer.-Const. Md. The above is, in 
our opinion, good law.-G. W. C. 

MEliBERB OF DEMISED LoooE.-.Any member of a lodge 
which has surrendered its charter, who was in good standing 
a.t the time of such surrender, is entitled to a. certificate to 
that effect.-Res. Cal., 1858. 

• 
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SBAL.-No document iBSued over the signature of the Sec
retary is valid without a seal.-MoaRIB, .Am. F. M., ii., 66. 

INVBBTIGATING Co.IIJUTTBB.-A lodge cannot refuse the re
port of an investigating committee.-MoRRIS, .Am. F. M., ii. 
67. Undgubtedly correct.-G. W. C. 

8uii8TlTUTB8.-It is legal, but not politic, to use one or two 
substitutes in conferring the Royal Arch degrce.-MoaaiS, 
Am. F. M., ii., 170. Though the correctness of the practice 
is endorsed by such high authority as the above, and Brother 
C. W. Mooaa, we think either the practice or the * * * 
should be amended.-G. W. C. 

RlwoJIJOT.IIBNT ON APPBAL.-Where the Grand Lodge, on 
appeal from sentence, decide the case to have been irregular 
or illegal, and recommit it for new trial ; held, that the party 
is thereby reiustated to the position he occupied when the 
charges were preferred in his lodge.-Com. Juris. Va., 1855. 

REcoNsiDBRINd I'RocEEDmas.-Proper notice having been 
given, a motion to reconsider, ordinary business, (except bal
loting) at the ensuing meeting, would generally be in order. 
-C. W. MooRE. 

FoRCE oP GB.AND LoDGE RESOLUTIONs.-There is no question, 
but that a resolution of the Grand Lodge does not, and can
not, repeal or amend, or make void, any part of its Constitu
tion or by-laws.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1851. Undoubtedly correct. 
-G.W.C. 

SPECIAL AB81iiB8KBNTB.-A lodge cannot make any special 
assessments, masonically binding upon its members, unleBS 
authority be given by the by-laws.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 1851. 

ME!lBBBBHIP IN ENCAJIPIIBNT, &c.-Membership in a lodge 
has never been held to be essential to the admission of a can
didate to either chapter or encampment.-C. W. MooRE. 

WHo CAN DEDICATE.-It is one of the prerogatives of tho 
Grand Master to officiate on the dedication of a masonic hall. 
If he. cannot attend in person, he may appoint a Past Master 
to officiate as his proxy.-HUBBARD, Ohio, 181>3. 
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