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TO FREE M:A.80N8 • 

••••• 

B&IITBBEN, 

B.a. vrNG devoted much study to the subject of Free 
Muonry, I am.thoroughly convinced that tile ancient land
mark. ar11 removed, that our old CUIImu· are irreparably 
infringed, and tile utablill&ed tu~agu of the .Art are in ut
ter confusion, bringing great discredit upon the Fraternity 
of Free and Accepted Muona., and concealed daggen ol 
infidelity to the hearts of the brethren. 

It becomes my bounden duty, as a faithful brother, to 
make an efFort, in the words of the Muter's charge, "to 
correct the irregularities of the leu mformed biethren ; to 
fortify their minds with resolution against the insidious foe, 
and to guard them against every allurement to vicious 
practices."-See Preatan'a IUtuJtratiotal of MtUonry, p. 78. 
and the Free MtUan'• Manitor, p. 76. 

Fearless of her whose name is Mystery, and whose li8ht 
is Egyptian darkness, it is done aft'ectionately, brethren, 
with respect to you. It will present you strange and wi
expected facts, with approved Masonic authorities for them, 
in every case faithfiilly and amply quoted. Accept the 
work ; ponder it ; and may Immanuel, God with us, ever 
be with those, who with simplicity of heart receive truth in 
the love of it. 

~HE AUTHOR. 



A LIST OF MASO!IIC AUTHORS 

quenn •• 'I'BII wo&K, 

TO ILLUSTRATE THE CHARACTER OF FREE MASOIU\Y, 

ARD tat it be ob11ned, tbat tbou'h they have not all the same nlua 
with tbe fraternity, DOt one of them ia conaiclered apocryphal; 
and but iD a aingle inllance do I racollecl of one efil apokan of 
by another. Lawrie aud Dalcbo bo1b give a cibe at .Ait.iiMifl .fte.. 
ozon ; and why! Because be maintains the mechanic origin of 
the fraternily, and the party of the Anrimfl; while Lawrie 6ringa 
FraeMuonry from the tinkl of antiq11ity, ·and Dalcbo from bee.· 
no, and both are atout aupportara of &he late partJ of Muona 
called Moden&~~. 

I. Free MtUor~~' Momtor, by Col. Thomaa Smith Webb. New
York edition, 1801. Its aanction found in this •olume, p. SO. 

1. MIIIIOflic CUrt, by Jeremiah L. Crou.. Sd ed. New-Hann, 
18M. Sanction, chtpter :~. p. 55. 

s. Book oj COtlltitvtioru of Mtaaatlt.wetfl. 4to. Sanction, p. 844. 
4. Jlf'UtoA'a nluatnltiOfll of Mruonry. limo. Richards' edition. 

Portsmouth, N.H. 1804. From Strahan'• lOlh London ed.tion. 
Mr. Preaton wu muter of the Lodge of Antiquity, London, 

"aelin& by Immemorial custom." Hia work. dedic~ated to Lord Pe
tre, P. G. M. of England, ls the moll complete·manual and hiatory 
of Engliah Muonry, and the moat G'PI"owd. It bas tbe authority 
of a Book of Conatit11tions in England, and forma the baei• of tbe 
Free Maaon's Moniter, and of Dalcbo's Ahiman Rezon, and contri
butes largely to eury manual of Masonry published in America. 

Tbe only sanction I can quote for tbia book, ia the favour it bu 
eajoyed, and atill enjoya, witb the Malonic public, best proved by the 
8Wilber or editions through which it pused in London-teA, .,. 
"- tli"Y ,.,. •• 

5. HweAinaon'a Spirit of Mruonry. 18mo. Reprinted at New
York, A. D. 1801. Sanctioned by the Gr. Lodge of England. p. JSO, 

1 ... u..._ .Rezot~, b7 Lawrence Dermott, Secretary of tbe An
cient )fuona. 890. p. 184. London, 17114. Nllticed, p. liS. 

7. SWiillia Uae and .Ahae of Free Mt~M~~~ry. A large octno, decli
oatad to 'Frederick of Prussia. London, A. D. J 71-. 

8. CflleoWa ~ 'llpOft PY.cc M410flf'Y· Bfo. Beprinttd at 
Boston, A. D. 111-. 
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t. 7'aMeAilr• MC1ft111Jl. A handaome octavo. Tenneuee. Dedica• 
ted to the Moat Wonhipful Andrew Jaekaon. This is one of the 
beat biatorlcal and practical lodge boob I haYe aeen. 

10. Hardie'• Neu FTu MGMm'l Mor&itot. lkl edition. New-York. 
limo. Recommended by twelve presiding officer• in the lodgu of 
New-York. 

11. 7'mm'• Speculatiw M~~Mmry. limo. Sanction, p. 171. 
11. DaleluJ'• Onzeiou. Charleston, South Carolina. Tbia il an 

important work. Dr. Dalcho is a Sorltf"eip Inqutor tJeural of 
Fru MlJIOnT]J; and bis oration• are publiahed by the requut of the 
Grand Lodge, and of the Sublime Grllnd Lodge of South CaroliDa. 

IS. Lawrie'• Hutoryof Fru MfJIOrlry: Edinburgh, IIOf. B't'o. 
Thil w01k dilcoyer• more learning and good ~ense together, than 

IUIJ ot~er masonic treatise I hue peruaed. The mt'lt valuable part 
of it may be eeen in the Encyclopedia Britannica, Art. lluonry. 
It il far from aatiafactory. 

14. OrunlaJf'• Brief lftfJUiry. Portland, IBU. avo. A band
aome Yolume of 100 page• Tbe views are with Lawrie: both mike 
Free Masonry originllte m the ancient heatbtn myateriu ; but the 
proof· ia deficient ; not 10 much barren u inoonaiatent. 

15. Tnaplar'• CMrt, by J. ,L. Crou. New-Haven, un. limo. 
18 • .Eiprit d• Doru de ltJ F. l\lllfCIIIMTie. Bruuela, 1816. avo. 

Ill character may be Hen in extracu, page 140 of thi.l vol':'Dle, 
ulin& the emblem• and pretentled traditions, to di.lpute and per't'ert 
the ~acred writings. It is the last maaonic author I have tead, and 
could not posaibly have ooloured thtae pagu before it enten them. 
p.Jflt. . 

17. DaJiAo'• .dAima~~ .Rezon, which ia the Book of Constitutions 
of South Carolina. Chuleston, 1807, Svo, 

18. Fru MlJIOn'• Li6Tary, by Samuel Cole. Bal~ore, 1a1a. 
Jd edition. avo. pp. 400 

Thi.l i.l the Book of Constitution• of Maryland. Sanction, p. 50. 
These treatise' hue aU been carefully, aome of them, •tudiou~Jy, 

e xamiued ; and if from tllem the chuacter of the institution eanuot 
be fairly learned, I despair of obtaining it. 

It may interest the inquirer to know, that the entire body of lhe 
int U8 pages of this volume wa1 written, e:s.cept chapter• It and 
18, before the author auJrered himaelf to peru•e a aingle anti-muo· 
nic author but Stearns' Inquiry. He aought· to deal honourably 
with Free Muoor7; and to judge of it aolely b7 the testimon7 of 
ill frietlds : baring done that, he felt free to e:s.arniue tho opinions 
of others. 



PREFACE. 

Tsa fint Free Muon Lodge in North America was es
tabliahed in New-Jersey, A. D. 1730, by wil.rrant from .the 
mother or lodges, the Grand Lodge of England, und~r the 
hand of the Duke · of Norfolk, Grand Master. (Pre&ion.) 
The revolutionary, struggle caueed Free Masonry, Cor a 
seuon, to flourish ; then it languished ; and it was almost 
breathless at the time the first grand chapter 'Yas,(ormed; 
and the first edition of Webb's Free Mason's Monitor was 
published, A. D. 1797. Then it revived, and though checked 
by the works of theAbbe B.arruel, and Professor. Robison, 
it bore them down at length with the multiplicity of its as
aertioos, and went on increasing until A. D. 1816 ; the offi
cial retuina of lodges in the United States was estimated at . 
850 nearly. (Hardie.) · 

The Free Mason's Library, Baltimore, 1826, furnishes a 
list of the principal lodges in the United States, ... collated 
from, and compared with, copies of the original recorda of 
the several grand lodges." · · 

This list numbers, to 
Maine, 
New-Hampshire, • 
.MUIIacbusetts, 
Rhode Island, . . 
Connecticut, 
Vermoat, 
New-York, . 

46 
40 
90 
13 
62 
34 

157 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, . 
Virginia, • 
N orth-Carolioa, 
South Caroliua, 

46 
187 
16 
80 

100 
81 
54 



viii 

Georgia, 
Missouri, 
Ohio, . . 
Tennessee, . 

J'BZI'ACE, 

30 Louiaiana, 
8 Mislissippi, 

72 Kentucky, 
55 Illin~is, . • 

24 
8 

79 
11 

1293 
'fhe names and places o( 1182 of th~ lodgee are 

given; but the list must be quite deficient, for New-York, 
which, in the list, is allowed but 157, had, in 1825, accord
ing to the indisputable authority of Governor Clinton, 
"nearly 500 lodges, and more than IOO'Chapten., (See 
Nt-W-York Statesman; 7th October, I&U>, and this IIUDe 
F. M. Library, p. 344.) Besides, the entD-e states ~fIn
diana and Alabama, having, in 1820, a population of 
291,000 souls, and rapidJy increasing, are not returned in 
the lisL · 

Allow them 25 each, • . • • • • 
New-York500-157 =343, . . . 
And for the deficiency of all other, . 

Add to this the actual returns, with names 

50 
• 343 

343 

and placet, . . . . . . . • 1182 

1918 
Allow for increase since A. D. 1~, • • . 82 

2000 
A fearful number, having .enrolled thirty or forty names 

each, on their lists of members; say, the very lowest esti
mate, 30 X 2000 = 60,000. Sixty thousand Free Masons 
in the lodges of the United States, besides members of 
'council~, of tmcampmentt, and of royal arch chapter1. 

The name's which appear coupled with the offices of the 
craft, are often llmong thos.e distinguished in the state, and 
in the an11y, and in the ministry. 

Be Free Masonry what it may, it evidently hu extensive 
inftueuce, a poweiful sway in . this republic ; strictly com-
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biDing a great body of active members of the community 
in one secret 1)-aternity, teaching them its own highly va
lued leaons, and enabling them to act without the respon

. sibilities attached to the independent yeomanry of our 
country. 

It also has a great revenue. I( every lodge make three 
Masons. annually, at twenty dolla.rs each, lodges 2000 X 

3 = 6000 new members, each $20 X 6000 = $120,()()() 
per annu~, the revenue of the lodge1. 

I say nothing of chapters and others. 
Such . a combination of activity, mystery, talents, and 

money, accompanied with magnificent titles, and splendid 
professions, and ornaments captivating to youth, is not un
worthy of the attention both of statesmen and moralists. • 

For a history, it has none tolerably satisfactory; Lawrie's 
may be found in our p~blic libraries. (Ency. Brit. art. Ma
sonry.) 

Its learning is scattered in many volumes, and its doc
trines are so covered with ceremonies, and the fog of mys
tery, that few, even of its highest adepts, are thoroughly 
instructed in its claims and character. · 

The writer hu, therefore, sought with all diligence to 
compile a mass of information, dra~ from purely masonic 
sources, which should throw a ray of light upon Free Ma
sonry visible to all ;, and if, in the execution of this task, the 
f~elings excited by the subject have not always been re
strained, pardon me ; gravely to contemplate inconsisten
cies, is neither natural nor snfe ; it is necessary sometimes to 
laugh at folly, a11 an antidote to infection ; and sometimes 
to repel falsehood with indignation, lest it fasten upon the 
simple. · 

Names do not affect the value of arguments. Where par-
' ' 

• What it can do politically i1 l8eD in Mexi.eo at thia moment, where the 
o&tienal ·partiee are fealiJ!Iy 'Violent, and take tbe names of &odau, and 
Tort, from di!'erent ritual• of Free Muomy. · 

. B 
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ties OU.t they often hurt: for the reader's attention will be 
turned from the argument to the orator, from tnlth immu· 
table and eteroal, to the &ail and peccable mortal uttering it. 
And this is an evil, whether in friends or foes; for the undivi
ded attention necessary to discern and appreciate truth, ia 
distracted with prejudice, ·or partiality towards the speaker. 

The ·opinions of the writer cannot be mistaken ; but they 
have no value that you do not give them ; and if they are 
not justified by a perusal of the copious authorities within 
the two covers of this boOk, neither his nor any other name 
will justifY them. He uks no credit for facts, or for 881er
tions.: these are made and furnished by Webb, Town, 
Crou, Preston, Hutchin10n, Cole, Lawrie, Dermott, Smith, 
GreeDieaf, Dalcho, 'fannehill, Hardie, and the various 
grand officers and grand lodges, who have sanctMned their 
lab9U111. The writer is a compiler from their p&ges, with 
only the remarks suitable for refreshment ; and, if Free 
.Muonry u COJitlernned, it mUBt be frbm just quotations of 
her own commentators, the title and page in ·every instance 
accompanying the qaotation. 

The whole merit of the question lies between faithful 
extracts of muonic authors here ·given, and the truth. The 
attomey collecte, arranges, and illustrates facts ; the reader 
is to decide the case ; the reader is the judge ; aad if your 
attorney appear before you in a refpectful manner, address 
you in plain English, and argue his case diligently, not tra
veUina 9ut of the record, I trust you will give him a patient 
bearing;_ and, believe, if his name could be valuable 
to you, it ahould be forthcoming with the promp&DGE 
of truth, and without fear of the mystery wh()le doctriae is 
VaNO&ANo~, and whose daring defies both the laws of God 
and of man. 

" Yet all are not satisfied." 
:AU cannot ·be satisfied. Having carefully sought to 

koow. what is duty, the writer ill satisfied, any name beneath 
tile •tarry· heavens would be a detriment attaclaed 1o-cbis 
volume. Suppose for a moment, reader, "it were Tnahr11ell. 
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She who run down the Abbe Barruel's and Profeseor Robi
son 'a Free Jf.-mry, would alllo run down TruthweU'a. It 
would be vanity in the 1rriter to auppoae otherwise. ' But 
she may run againat " Free Muonry" until out of wind, 
and it will hold .way with her. She will escape fica it, :When 
the hone escapes &om his shadow. Every .-a-ut upon 
" Free Muonry" will surely be well directed ; she has libe"" 
ty ; let no name pany her blows. 

' Again, what can any name ~d to the authot's tiew of 
this subject 1 Suppose the name were Je.ffersora ; she wouW 
array agaio8t it, in a lingle p1ll118faph, W ubio&ton, Fr&llk· 
lin, Warren, La Fayette, George the Kiag., the DukeiJ of 
York, and of SUIIIeX, &c. and what could he 'do 1 W,ith one 
flourilh of her magical wand, abe w~uld 1118,l'Sbal againJt it 
the Patriarchs,. the Km. of Israel, and the Prophets; with 
another, all the heathen philosophers of Greece and of 
Rome; what could the. eupposed Jeft'"enon say 1 Only 
that truth will Bland in its owri niUJle against the assembled 
univene. . So let it stand ; ud the foe may array all · the 
names of glory upon the page of history, agaiQst " Free 
MIISODry ;" far be it from the author to inteifere. · 

Were the author's n~e here, she would acorn to notice 
hil book ; ehe wouW make the war personal ; 11he would 
turD the attention of her dupes upon him ; ~d wi~ her ten 
thousand tongues, she would force honest people, by the 
irresistible torrent of her malice, ·to sneer at the. name of 
ay tna~~'l Free Masonry : while. she is free to abuse, or to 
feed upon " Free Muonry ;" that will make her ~t and 
•ick, when an honest name to devour, would strengthen her 
heart. 

So persuaded is be of the propriety of this course, that 
the author will 100ner submit to the mortification of seeing 
his labour come before the public without even the honest 
name of the printer, than, by placing another on the title
page, shield Free MtJ80tlf'Y from her own arrows : and were 
he, by eolenin act of Providence, removed tbhl night &om 
hia earthly labours, he wnuld JeavP it in cbarare. that no 
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name of the author should appear in the work ; not that it 
would shame the reader ; but his work is truth, which is ir
resistible, while the author is a mortal that can be barked 
down. 

He received the secret of the lodges in due form, under 
able masters ; laboured at the lectures with the resolution 
of a hale man taking patent medicines ; others found them 
so beneficial, he would not fail of their benefit for the want 
of a fair trial, All the language of the lorlges, anJ the te
dious details of the lectures, he learned by dint of perseve
rance, and could once rehearse equal to his satisfaction: 
still the charm refused to operate, the talismanic influence 
failed to exert itself; and, like- one fairly innoculated with 
genuine matter, he, to the disappointment of the doctor, 

,yet took thedisease the natur1il way. 
With great simplicity he sought the meaning of this, mo

.destly inquiring of the Royal Arch and gr~at Masons ; but 
a sure hint at the master's entire ignorance of the subject, 
was always sufficient, when coming from men four, seven, 
and ten degrees above him, completely to shut his mouth. 
He could not presume to doubt what they~ from their ele
vation, saw clearly ; and having no disposition further to 
climb the eminence, nor relish for the twilight of the lodges, 
he withdrew from the conncxion ; travelling, but neither 
giVing nor receiving lion's paws, due guards, or grips; nei
ther knowing 1J. man, nor being known, as n Free Mason. 

From this state of tranquillity he was disturbed by an 
event, which, unworthy as it might seem to its agents, dis
turbed every Mason, and shook every lodge, in the Union ; 
agitated, and does yet greatly agitate, the public mind; sever- . 
ingfriendships, dividing families, rending churches. 

A citizen of N cw-York, it may be a most unworthy man, 
yet an American citizen, in the autumn of 1826, was mali
ciously taken with the form of legal process, from his fire
side and family o.t Batavia, New-York, by Free Masons, 
was transported sixty miles to Candaigua for trinl. At ·o~ce 
d;scharged by the hlw, he was again arrested for debt to 
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the amount of two dollars ; and, far removed from his 
friends, he was immured in a prison for that petty sum, 
while they could mature their plans. • This accomplished, 
they paid the debt to release him from prison, nine o'clock, 
P. M., and contril'ed, 'by strong drink, or drugs, or both, to 
take .and to transport him, by night and by day, in the pub
lic, and in private conveyances, from Can~daigua to Lew
iston, through a populous part of this free country, one 
hundred miles ; tl~ence to· a deserted fort on the lonely 
point where ,Niagara enters Ontario lake, ~d kept him 
thr~ days, seeking with anxiety to rid the country of him 
without his blood. Here the veil drops; the victim can be 
traeed no further, except in the reports of his merciless 
death, which are not a little · strengthened by the flight, 
and continued absence in foreign parts, or in distant terri
tories, of three active masonic conspirators. 

Proclamation, with reward, was repeatedly issued by the 
lamented Clinton ;. suits were instituted, and several Free 
Masons have suffered, or are now suffering, in prison, the 
penalty of the law, for tl\e forcible abduction of a fellow 
citizen ;t while, in other cases, the course of justice has 

-------·---·------
. "' Beinr at Canandai(u~ he borrowed IiDen for de&Dliae•; and, having 
reached JaO.tDe, was arrested for petit larceny. When discharj(ed from cri
minal procesa, he was seized in an action on account for the Ame shirt and 
crant, valued at two doUI.l'L 

t Trial at Canand&igua, &ret week in January, 18!2'7. Judge Throop 
proceeded to 181ltence the defendanta ill the followiDr tenna: "You have 
been convicted of a daring, wicked, and presumptuous crime; 1uch an one 
u we did hope, would not, in our day, have polluted this land. You have 
robbed \be lltate of a citizen, a citizen "f .hia liberty, a wife of her husband, 
ud a family or helpl- childnm of the endearment. and protecting care of 
a ~t ; and, whether the nnfortuaate victim of your 1'&&'8 hu be. im
molated, or ia in the land of the living, we are ignorant, end even you do 
not pretend tC:know. 

" It ia admitted in this cue, and 1t&ndl proved, that Morgan waa, by a. 
h;tpocrilia&l preteDce of (riendlhip and charity, ud that, too, in the impo
llintr eh&pe of pecaniary relief to a ~d anti poverty-boiUid pr~er, 
beguiled' to intr111t himeelf to one of your nnmber, who 1eized him aa -



been impeded by the machiDa,bou of Free Muoary, im· 
periou.Iy demanding cf the .Ezecutiq of New-York, the 
fGHowing me~aage to the Senate : 

" G&NTLU&N.:._.llarge ·portion of the iababitaata of the 
state, bas beea., for more than a year, highly excited by the 
alleged forcible and clandt;etine removal of a· citizen, and 

by the uncertainty of his fate. It is believed by many that 
he h-. been murdered, and it i8 certain that, if alive, be is 
in captivity. This ontrage upon our laws hu justly alarm· 
ed our fellow citizeqa in that part of the state, and has pro
duced exertione luch ae might have been expected &om 
freemen, conscious of their right., and determined to main· 
tain them, to develope the my&terioua 't1'81'18action, and to 
bring the ·offenders to' juatiee. 
' •• As yet their efForta. have failed. The rewards and in

ducements heretofore oft"ered for a'discovery,.have been un· 
availing. ~he triala and co~victio118 that have taken place 
have rather increued the mystery of the traneaetion. The 
eft'ortl of indiv~al citizene, stimulated by a patriotic zeal, 
have not always been guidecl by discretion, and there is rea· 
son to fear;ihat they have -sometimes tended rather to pre
vent, than promote, a judicious developement of the truth. 
It is publicly stated, that a witness, while on his way to at
tend the trial of some of the· persons charged with a pOrti· 
cipation in the original outrage, has suddenly and unac
countably disappeared, and advertisements offering rewards 
for hiJ ditcovery, have been extensively circulllted. · 

•• If. there be.any foundation for this suggestion, it afl'ords 
a strong reuon . for the adoption of proper measures to · 
quiet the aliums of our fellow citizens." 

And he recoQUDende •• that a law be passed, authorizing 
the appointment of a competent penon, for the purpose of 

u a coutreaer.te llliYed to hil aid, a1llllllt at hil priloD door, &Dd in Ill• 
mpttim. ~aniecl bimbato acarriacetlro .. "-.N'~~N~-YM* C~ Afhr· 
tilr, lllCtlfl4 t!f ~. 181'7. 
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in'feltiptia8 the aU.-ed :criminal tnmsaetiOBI io relation 
ta the removal of William Morgaa, and all the incideats 
CGDDeeted therewith-with power to perfbrm all act. and 
daties neeeuary to a full and fair judicial iDTeatiptioa ud 
cletermipation of the. alJe.8ed oWezaeea. 

"'NATHANIEL PITCHER, Lieut. GoD. 
"Albany, l8tla Mat'CA, 1828." 
This proof that the excitement iJ real and Dot ~ted, 

il pot beyond doubt by the TOte of the Senate apon all& 
bill authorizing such appointment, which bill wu p8ll8d 
24 to 8·; and by the House, where a determined oppoeition 
wu made, 011 t~ grotmd of iu ounff!rf'itt6 ~ 
potDtn, with a view to foeter a political excitement, hostile 
to one of the candidates in the national election next pend· 
ing, wu passed 66 to 44. 

AU this trouble is made by Free Masonry; this daring 
Ulault upon private rights, this obstinate resistance to 
the course of public juatiee ; this sueeeuful and persevering 
attempt to restrain the arm of the legal authorities ;-all this 
multiplied evil is produced by Free Masonry. 

" What is she 1" Every ooe inquires, "what is Free 
Masonry 1". 

The very question this volume will help the reader to an· 
ewer. What is the foundation of Free Muonry~ its super· 
structure, its aim 1 What is its origin 1 What. are its pr& 
tension~, its peculiar principles, its operations in other coun· 
triee? The reader will find in these pages germine muo. 
nic documents, with references to their source, to .aid his 
understanding upon each of these interesting questions : 
for the autl.or bu not attempted to give " a system of Free 
Masonry;" but to give the incontuiihk docvment1 wAM:Ja 
will enable tmery NJIIIler kiff&lelj to form a 1!/ltetll. 

Having seen the title-page, one says, " the writer is trying 
to destroy Free Masonry." 

But it is not so ; he is tryin8 to learn itl ebaracter ; its 
aecret he hu already. If Free Muonry il destroyed bg 
_,.e~g Hlii'C'hinK ita chorocter, that is another thing: and of 
that every searcher or ite character will judge for himaelf. 
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, Another says, " It is an old institution ; ita foundation is 
deep ; it is spread all over the world ; you cannot shake it." 

Now, again, there is no wish to shake it; but if looking 
at ita foundation shake it, that cannot be helped. We 
would know what the fabric stands on ; and if that be no
thiftg, let it stand; who will careT only there are many 
who would like to know it.' 

"It is a religious and moral mstitution ; carries the Bible 
with the square and compasses in front; you do wrong to 
op~se it." 

Carry them in welcome; but I persist in knowing why ; 
And lor that purpose take up Col. Webb's Monitor. 

, 



PRETENSIONS OF FREE MASONRY. 

CHAPTER l 

• When fint the ,olden Mom alof\, . 
" W"rt.h pldeD b,.... wllilperiq 10ft. 
" BPJ'IIIIC t'tom the Eut Mth rotrf •iDa'• 
" To !d. tbe heaveul:y tint-born Bpri.DJ ; 
" Jehonh, then, from hallowed er.rth, 
"Ga•e Ma-ry immortal birth." p,.,_, IMtla BtL 1'791. p. S88. 

Pt-ee Mtuon'a Monitor, Part I. Booi I. Oh{zp. I. _Origiia 
of Maaonry. · 

"Faox the commencement of the world, we may trace 
the foundation of Masonry . . Ever since symmetry began 
and humony displayed her ~harms, our order hu had a 
being." Preston, chap. i. eec. 3, states this pretension in 
the same word11. So the Book of Constitutions of SouUt 
Carolina, p. 2. . 
· Masonry, our order, has had a being ever since symm• 
try began and harmony displayed her charms!. Theee are 
the fim words of .the firlt chapter of a book, professing, 
" although chiefly intended for the use of the ancient and 
honourable society of free and accepted . :Masons,, to be 
" a1ao calculated to explain the •ure and design of .the 
Masonic l01titution to those who may be desirous of be·· 
eoming acquainted with· ita prineipl811." 

" Ever since symmetry began," &c. This period W8.8, 

probably, much earlier than the creation of man. Vet, in 
I 
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charity, we m111t 111ppoee the Muonic Reformer• did not 
iDtead to date the commencement of our ortkr befom the 
creation of the human·species ; and ( u the words will not 
bear an interpretation at all suited to any period Iince the ' 
creation of man) I am willing to suppoee that the creaaion 
of man wu_ the time, whea, aecordina to the Monitor, sym· 
metiy and the Maionic order had their being; u it ill aleo 
written, " F~m the commencement of the world, we may 
trace the foundation of Masonry. "t ' 
· Thill view of ~e subject is confirmed by the fact that the 
best authorities place the era of man's creation 4000 yeam 
before the Christian era; and Free Masonry, reckoning like 
the self-styled eternal city, tiJ urbe cortdila, m~ee the year 
1828, of the Ohriltian era, to be the year 58i8 of its era; 
that is, the year of light, the amao luct. of Free Mtuonty, 
agrees ezactly With the year of creation. 

In strict aecord With thil view, the poet liop in lines ap· 
prt~Wd bJ the ~tuted authoritiee of Free Masonry ; 

·" Wbc .. rlh'• foiJJldaticm fint wu 1ai4 
By tho Almichty Al1ilt'thud. 

'Twu ·then our pedect 1-.• were made, 
EB&ablilbed by hilmiot command." 

It r. plainly, thea, one of the pretensions of Free Ma .. 
soury, that the order of Masonry was established at tbe pe

, riocl of creation. That (as il uaerted· in tJie lines above 

*The author of the Free Malon't Mnitor, Col. Th01. S. Webb, wh
ID8IDOI'Y n •• bathe hea11l of 111&111 ot the fb.ternity, intrOdueed chaDgM 
10 auaeioul u•lmport&Dt Qlto the nlel, ud babitll otwork, bathe Locl.
ol ._...., th~he .. ,. with '~" !8pl'd..a u .. pea& modlm . 
Won~~er of 11-.cmry. Be .waa deceived; bat bil objec' wu praile"or
thy; hil rJm wu p'llblic iood-wu extelllive JJennolence. He lived to 
publilh III&DJ editioti. of the Mcmitor, ud aucceeded Q1 briqriJII the work 
10 aealt.y to lllit the waall ot the Fratemity, that it hu the allthorlty of 
a ..-YalaedtaUoll:. · ' 

t" Tbe &nt lltap of JtfucmJ took itl rill iA die earl*& ti1D11, wu 
~attct iA the lllfqi or 4Ciipa, 41101DCW ·pure throqh the ante4ilman 
•J!••" kc. &c. Hufehimon'' Spirit II/ Jlf'cr1111rr, p. 119. 
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quoted) iU laws were established by the Almighty, is a sen· 
timeot belonging to the brain of the poet ; a sellment which 
rauat baYe eiCaped him in 8ft irreYereat moment, and wliieh 
oupt not butily to: be charged ea· ee fA the preleali6u 
of the Ohler. 

The int ~totioa buiDf helm to fle· &MPiecf en of 
Free ltfMOnry, to the pretension it' ftlake« t'o' have a bt;. 
a'nning with the begiomg of time-J eolile ridw to a sa
coM ptet.enlion, aLio well worth considering. 

If iU truth eali be eatabt.iahed ; iDdeed, if a very lratJll 
ptlrl of it' be true, Free. Muonry deierves a religions vene-
ration. We ought to pay profound respect to an institution 
•lauoUred of God ; so adorned by his prophets ; so won· 
dcirfully~ 10 liiraculously preserved, amidst the conwltJioDI 
ol dae delap. , 

That I make aot a mistake, and· ehar,ge pretensions td 
.J'Ne Mwtmry wbith belong oaly to a few extnivagant cit 
dilorderl:f b~, I will pay DO regard' to theidle wordll or 
any!IIMm ; but will extract fUlly &oiri a staacfard work of 
Free· Masonry·; ftolii a treatiSe, appt'Ot'ed by fhe ctntltituttd 
~ of ~ 111~~~mwy, aratl by •Aenr ,.~to 
1M a1U11tiote tllld llutly ~1 all the member. oftTaefratm&lttj. 

. 'lhil il a fair ~ fi)r Free Muonry ; and' it' is the onJy 
aat8 ecMillle for tAs writer. The coneliJaiODii 'to wliich it 
leadl· mat &e satis&.otory .to· all. . 

I wish to say nothing· harshly Gf the following, or· of anY 
otlmr Of the pretensioDB · of F~ Masonry. . r would state 
them fairly hm the approved boob of the Craft'; I would 
t,hn,w them· oat· upon the broad e.xpanie or po6Jic opinion; 
ad· laYe them wholly · to their mm weight; premiiiDt, 
bow8981'., rrry uwn cotwictiob, that it will tiappe'n to tbeprt!· 
'lelllions, as it di~ to the saspected witChes- of old: it one 
ftoatad.'on the deep, aile was burn'ed tbr n witeh; and if:lone 
BUDk, Me was inevitably drowned. 
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}'ree ~·,Monitor, Par_(II. Boolc I. Cltapler X. 
" The most potent grand muter, repre.entiog Solomon, 

in the eut, aeated in a cb.j,ir of state under a rich canopy, 
with a croWn on his head, and a aceptr,e in ius haad." . • 

W ~ will not tarry for the deecription of the royal vest
ments, but proceed to the history ud charge of this cJ&; 
gree-{Kn.ights of the Areh.) "My tiXJrlltg Brotw. It 
is my intention at ~ time, to give you a clearer account 
than you have yet been acquainted with, of Maeonry, of 
which at pre&ent you barely know the elements." [Hear, 
hear.] . 

" Enoch, being inspired by the Most High, and in com
memoration of a wonderful vision, built a temple under 
ground, and dedicated the same to God. Methoaaleh, the 
son of Enoch, co01tructed the building without being ac
quainted with his father's motives." (This is the Enoch 
who w• " the first translated ; " and the Methuealeh who.wu 
"the oldest man.") " ~och caused a tri~ar plate of 
gold to be made, each side of which was a cubit long; be 
enriched it ~i~ the most precious atones, and encrusted the 
plate upon a atone of· agate of th" aame form. · He then 
engraved upon it the ineffable characters, and placed it on 
a triangular pedeatal of.. white muble, which he deposited 
in the deepest arch.~And none but Enoch knew of &he 
tr.easure which the arches contained." 

· "·And behQid ~e wiclr.edne• of man~d increased more1 

and became griev!lus in. the sight of the Lord; and. God 
threatened todettroy the whple world. Enoch, perceiving that 
the knowledge of the arts was likely to be lost in the ge
neral destruction, and being desirous of preserving .the 
principles of the aciences, for the posterity of those whom 
God should be pleased to spare, built tw.:o great pillars on 
the top of the highest mountain ; the OI,Je of brass to with
stand water; the other of marble to withstand fire. And 
he engraved on the marble hieroglyphics, signifyi&g that 
there WO.S a moat precious treasure concen)ed in the arches 
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under groWtd, which he had dedicated to God; and he en
graved on the pillar of b11188 the principlea of the liberal 
arts, particularly of Masonry." . 

Not a _word of so interesting a tale ought to be lost; but 
not to occupy too much time, I omit a page, still retaining 
the thread of the story. 

"The flood t~ok place in the year of the world 1656, and 
destroyed most of the superb monuments of antiquity. The 

. marble pillar of_ Enoch, fell iD the general desolation ; but 
by divine permitsion, the pillar of brass withstood the water, 
by which meiUUJ the ancient state of th~ liberal ~ and 
particularly masonry, has been handed doW~,~ to us." 

Now were I to condemn this pretension in toto, some 
might think it sprung &om a hostility to the " ancient and 

·honourable ,institution;" I will, therefore, abstain from all 
~nsure ; I will leave the •uspected thing to - or .wim, 
~rding to the specific gravity ofthe medium in-which it 
may happen to .be immersed. But there are mn.ds, in which 
it waits no~ the fagot.~ the stake. That EnQCb was 
" inspired by the Most High," is allowed on the ant,bority of 
the Holy Scriptures. But that he was in&pired to b-qild • 
temple and ·arches and pillars, for the preservation of Free 
Masonry, or of any thing belonging to free Masonry, ill, u 
far as my knowledge extends, a_presumptuous asaertion ;
and, notwitbs~ the R. A. K., and the R. A. S, and the. 
R. A. T., and the two R. A. C's. of a Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter, have certified, that, "TheFree Masons' Mo~11 
is replete with useful masonic information, and is fully en
~tled to the sanction of the Grand Chapter." I cannot be
lieve one word of its antediluvian pretensions. 

. I 

I 

J 
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CHUTE& U. 

" Tlllre ue .... fbolilla peopJ8 nject IUo 
• J'or wbiab 6ey ue bijbly to' blame J 

.. TbaJ ---·&117 objealin. 
"Or IIUIID lu daiar tbe ..... ; 

"Tbe Art 'I a diW.. iDipiratiaa. 
"A. all bcmelt miD will cleclare : 

I. So lnn'l ~ all true beutecl BrotheN. 
"'l'llalli'N witbill ,...,_ ......... 

"J'a,Ja.Ja.b." 

Two pretensions of masonry haVfl ~ll brought iilto Yiew 
withoat upmeat. Ia matteri ao extravagqt it il enough 
to d~ It JDiPt seem to be in leB()n to show the fal· 
lacy of so extraordinary claims, when sometbihg besides as
eei'QoD is brought· to their sopporL lut lest I should seem 
BOt lldliciently to respect. the pretensions of" the moet •· 
eient ibltitution ;" ptetellfi001 fiuniliar to the llalldard 
worlle, eo the ephemeral publieatioaa, and to the more noisy 
npponen of Free Muonry; l wiB give a few of the beat 
reasons fOr BUppoaing these. to be wholly UIIWOrthy of credit. 

The first pretension, it will be recollected, is, that " our 
ortler -. 1aatl t1 beiftg tffJtJr ~ ~ b~garr." · The 
ptoof. is' t1'8Aiition-the same u is UBed to prove· that after 
Deu~ '• flooci, Deucalion and Pyrrha repeopled the de
solate earth, by throwing stones behind their bacb-those 
which Deucalion threw becoming men, and those which 
Pyrrha, his wife, threw becoming maideDB. 

"Qail boo credat, aili lit pro te1te vetultu !" 

exclaims the poet; tDho could believe ti&U, tDere not tradition 
the toimu1! This veritable witnea must have left part of 
the masonic story untold ; for if " our order" be as old as 
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.-.,it wilba difMult to eeaaoife w~ ,_ tM In& JDa· 
ao-. MortaJs. ef ap ao CObltit.ae a lodp. did not .ailt 
untiliOIDeyean after the ~.of tiine. Wbo were 
the mtmuoos then 1 A lingult.r lotitge it must have beeQ, 
iD wJUeb. Aclam wu both most wonbjpful .N:.- tmd 
Tyler~-and Eve, the only "cowen and ••es dropper" Ull· 
der the sQn. • , 

"No;"·it is replied, "we do not IQHD ao. We do not 
mean there were Lot1p8 befor:e there were aeo toeoDititpte 
them. We only rpeaa. that the~~ qf tlae of'ClQr are 
88 oW u • world." 
_ Very well; then, "(tlW order" baa noc bad a beiDa ever 

aince symmetly ~; but only the~ Qfthe ordsr. 
&acdy 10. Let ua e~amine the subject in this its beat light. 
· Fint; can the pineiplee peeuliar ~ an. institution 

be older iJliiD the iustitution iPel£1 Ce~y not. If the 
priaciples existed before the inltitution, the iutitution ~ 
no peculiar claim to ahem; it must have~ or~ed 
them. ~ if an iiJstitutioD be a1 old 88 the principlea ue 
which ~t lJe.-,owt and tldop~, why then a cbaritabl4 institu .. 
tion is eoeval with the principle of love I And aaaonry 
might better date its origin, no~ from the beeinninl of ti~qe, 
but 10me ages before I A.nd 10 an author h• it: "If.ti'om 
our m~ principle& we date the ori8in of M11801U'Y, we 
mOlt fix its era coexistent with the Almighty." Totm'• . 
Speculotive Free MtJ~cmry, p. 94. 

What hu Free Muonry to do with the era of creation 1 I 
do not aee. ~ts lodges mUit be younger.--fOme of its 
adopted principles certainly are older. If we 888WDe ~ 

... Ce$1DlJ .. art i~ il OCIIftl wilh .... tlle .,., objecS of i&. 
&7, it -1 well be ""led coenl wilh CIRUOD; wbela the jSonrelp Ar
ebi1eot raWed OD m..,.UC prilla_ipl• the beaateo118 rlobe."--8mi1A'• U•e and 
•• &uH tf,.,. ••· ,. !8. .bel the ~a~~~eworda npeatad. P· tos. 

"Oar f1nt father, Adam, deny it who· can, 
.. A m&IOD wu made a• IOOJl u a mu." 

.flriNrt Rf-. p. 114. 
• J 
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onp. ofthe·plinciple. for the d,.·orthe inltitation, 111810D· 

ry il more than 58'J8 yean old ; aDd if the orpnization of 
the·fint lodge be, u it truly should be, taken as the day of. 
ill date, muonry is not 10 old as time. It il very evident, 
then, that Free Masonry lies uader a ftat contradictien on 
the first pretelllion. 

The principle of liberty is as old as the creation, or as any 
ofthe principles of masonry. But how absurd it would be 
to date the independence of theee United States tiom the 
beginning of t.inle I And not let~~ absurd is it, to date ma
sonry from that early period, because some of the principles 
it has chosen to adopt are, indeed, much older. 8o con
elusive is this argument to my mind, that I take my leave of 
the fint pretelllion with a strong hope, that an eft'ort will be 
speedily made to rectify the era of Free Masonry to aome 
possible date; and, a8 one of the brethren, I cheerfulJy oft'er 
my senices to aid' in the work. 

A lame attempt is ·made to reat the aecond pretension 
on the. authority of J011ephus ;. but as the relation of that 
author differs euentially &om the masonic tradition, if it · 
proves any thing in the ·premises, it ill unfavourable to the 
pretensions of Free Masonry. · 
• I will eet the pretension &om the Monit9r by the side of 
Josephus' relation, that the reader may compare for him-
self. · 

. Monitor. 

" Enoch being inflpired by 
the Most High, built two 
great pillan on the top of 
the highest mountain, the 
one of brass, to withstand 
water, the other of marble, 
to withstand fire. He en
graved on the pillar of br11.11 
the principles of the li)>eral 
arts. partieularly of Masonry. 

J01epluu, Book 1, Ollap. 2. 

Speaking of the descend
ants of Seth : "They also 
were the inventors of that 
peculiar sort of wisdom 
which is concerned with the 
heavenly bodies and their 
order. And that their in
ventions might not be lost 
before they were lllfficiently 
known, upon Adam's pre-
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The rtU.rble pillar of Enoch 
fell in the· general destruc- · 
tion ; but by divine permis
sion the Pillar of bro.l1 with
stood the water, by which 
means the ancient state of 
the liberal arts,. and particu
larly M88onry, has been 
handed down to ~· ,. 

"'The poet wu m.iltakeo who liDp : 

" Sober aid ..,.. -1-aall 011 tile....., 
"Ia-...... bv.liDm_, ... ; 
11 Be balltap two plllan, · u..,...., tall u4 

thick, 
"Olio _ .... ot -. "'- otllerot1Niet. 

&I Deny ........ -.c,.M 
..ftiu• Jt-, p. 1411. 

diction that the world was 
to be destroyed at one time 
by the force of fire, and at 
another time by the violence 
and quantity of water, they 
made two pillars, the one of 
brick, the other of stone ; 
they inscribed their disca. 
veries on them both, that in 
case the pillar ofbrick should 
be destroyed by the flood, 

· the pillar of stone might re
main, and exhibit those dis
coveries to mankind; and 
alsO inform them that there 
was another pillar of brick 
erected by them. Now this 
remains in the land of Siriad 
to this day." 

The two aceounts are as much alike as parent and child ; 
but two important discrepanees may be noticed. Jose
phus makes no accOunt· of any science preserved except 
astronomy; and Masonry hu no mo~e coneem with utro
nomy, than it has with the cotton gin, a machine 40 years 
old nearly. Josephus supposes the 1tone pillar to remain· 
in the land of Siriad to his day ; but masonic tradition says, 
" the fiJllf'ble pillar -fell in the general destruction of the 
deluge." 

Not to waste time on thete matters, I have three princi
pal objections to allege against the reuona~l~ of this 
second pretension. Sec. I. Masonry contains no principle 
peculiar to itself, no truth not cOmmon to the world, which a 
wise man need be anxious to prese"e ; therefore, it is in
credible that any man, " inspired by the Most High," should 
have erected pillars for illprese"ation. Sec. 2. Granting tbat • 
any the least thing pecu;liar to masonry, is, or ever~th 

2 
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an anxious thought for its preservation ; it is very extraordi
nary that Ettoch, who was cotemporary with Adam, and 
who remained on the earth only fifty-three ye1U'8 after the 
decea.Be of Adam, should have performed the work imputed 
to him. Had the erection of the pillars been the work of 
the last years of his life, they must have been 569 years old 
at the deluge; and, if there were not some Old Mortality of 
the antediluvian world, to clink his hammer· and chisel over 
the hieroglyphics &.new, &om century to century, the builder 
of the monuments might reasonably fear that the corroding 
hand of time would utterly destroy the inscriptions before 
they could be read " by the po1terity of tlw1e whom ~«l 
should be pleaaed to BpOre." · See. 3. Granting both ; that 
masonry has peculiarities worth preserving, and thai Enoch 
,erected two piiJars, with a view to the preservation of a know
ledge of the liberal arts," particularly of masonry;" yet I 
suppose his attempt was a total failure,. u it respects us; 
that not a scrip or a scrawl of those principles inscribed on 
the pillars, has come down to the present generation I 
Neither the records, nor the traditions of masonry, to my 
knowl~ge, furnish us with any intimation . of the form of 
the characters, nor of the things signified by the hierogly
phics on the pretended pilla.n:~. Not a. dot, not a.n a.ngle, not 
a sign, not a word, not a custom, not a principle, which is 
peculiar to masonry, which is not common to all mankind, 
has come down to us from that monument ; so that were a 
jD£ Bimile of the aforesaid monument presented to our 
lodges, the plain hieroglyphics would be no better to the. 
Free Masons of the present day, than a Babylonian brick f 

What a preservation of the knowle(jge of the liberal arts 
wa8 that, "particularly of masonry !'' 

' 



PRETENSIONS Of FREE MASONRY. 

CHAPTER III. 

" Let malicious people censure, 
" They're not worth a DI&IOn'• &nBWer, 

"Wblle we drink and lling." 
.!lhinum .Baon, p. lrt6. 

11 

IT may not be improper in the present state of the discUB
sion, to declare, that I owe no Free M~n, alive or dead, 
any thing but love ; that no company or lodge of Masons 
has ever dealt with the writer except on terms of personal 
respect. I bring no charge against individuals ; none against 
lodges; and I have it in my heart to bring none. The whole 
weight of my objections made, or to be made, lies solely 
against the institution itael£ The character of the institu
tion I wiAh calmly and freely to discuss, without the slight
est oft"ence to any individual. 

" But what is your object, my calm brother 1 What is the 
end· you propose to attain 1" It is this; to ahalte the con.fi· 
dence of men in " the most ancient institution." 

Were Masonry the important system it claims to be, men 
might well rely upon it ; and matrons, too, might grieve at 
the (ate which for ever closes against them its mysteriou.s 
learning and its improving light. 

"Tho' women f'rom lodge. are alw'11 debarred, 
"Dear Fair onn, repent not, no1 Ollll8lll8 too bard," &c. 

A. &.on, p. 19!. 

But if, as I suppose, its highest pretensions are idle preten
sions, its distinguishing principles are interior to the best 
principles, and its excellent tendency much overrated, th~ 
system itself may not deserve high praise ; it may riot be 
worthy of the liberal countenance it receives ; it may not 
be worthy of a woman's concern; not merely because its 
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mysteries are, by the laws of Free Masonry, forbidden to 
her, but because they are negatively invaluable. 

And here, while some grave men and Masons shake their 
heads in disapprobation, the ladies wave their chaplets with 
IID'liles of encouragement, and thus supported I shall pro
ceed. If the lodges are a little vexed, it is not so with the 
social circles; and, as a lover of all that is loYely, I freely 
confess, that the interest of the ladies is worth incompara
bly more to my single self, than the interest of Free Mason
ry ; that one glance of encouragement from their eyes, 
whom it is man's high privilege to love, to cherish, and to 
admire, would enable the humble writer to withstand the 
frowns of the lodges through time. 

I desire to say this with some spirit, my reader, knowing 
as I do that there are those who knit their brows, and make 
use of swelling words against an honest attempt to investi
gate an ancimt institution, and who regard, as nearly allied 
to sacrilege, any attempt to remove the rubbilh of the dark 
agu from the imide, and to put tl&e true colour ~ the out· 
side of the fabric of Free Muonry. I warn all such gentle
men of the compassion of their mothers, and of the pity of 
their wives and sisters upon this their indiscriminate attach· 
ment to the follies and to the charms of Masonry; and also 
of the just indignation of every anti-mason in the communi
ty, upon any meditated attempt to awe this peaceable effort 
into silence. I caution them to keep cool, to reverence the 
truth, although it make against their prejudices, and to read 
these pages_in the spirit in which they are written. Where 
they ean answer, no doubt they will do it with good tem· 
per; and where they cannot, Jet them submit with grace. 
Any wincing of theirs will be attributed to weakness ; any 
aft'eeted indifference, to want of consideration ; and any 
fretting or frowning, to want of good sense. Do they count 
upon the strength of their influence 1 Let me assist them 
to consider, that the .more influential half of the human 
family are by nature shut out from our high claiming insti
tution, and will investigate its pretensiom1 with a keen re-
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lish ; and that of the remaining half, but a minority are 
tempted to clothe themselves with that "peculiar ensign," 
the tolaite apron, notwithstanding it claima to be a badge 
" fiiOf'e ancient than tAe Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; 
more lwnourable than the Star and Garter, or any otAer 
Order tAat ClJ!' be conferred by king, prince, or potentate, 
e:ecept he be a MtUon! !"-Free M(l&on's Library, p. 152. -

Any dieposition, therefore, to cheek inquiry upon this sub
ject, will not be well received by an intelligent community ; 
and any attempt to put down the investigation, except by 
meeting it fairly, will necessarily recoil upon the heads of 
the adventurers. , 

After thia refreshing excursion; I return to the Free Ma· 
son's Monitor, New-York edition, 1802, and find among the 
more important, obnoxious, and fully detailed pretensions 
of the institution, the following, respecting the miraculous 
commitment, from time to time, of the true name of the 
Deity, to the keeping of the fraternity I Fifteen pages of 
that edition of the Monitor, &om the !USth to the ~. 
are principally devoted to the detail, of this wonderful trust ; 
faithful extracts of these details I will no!' lay before the 
reader. 

Part 2. Chap. 1.-" Enoch, the son of Jared, was the 
sixth son in descent from Adam, and lived in the fear and 
love of God his father. God appeared to him in a viSion, 
and thus deigned to speak to him. As thou art desirous to 
know my name, attend, and it shall be revealed .:nto thee. 
Upon this a mountain seemed to rise to the heavens, and 
Enoch was tr~sferred to the top thereof, where he beheld 
a triangulo.r plate of gold most brilliantly enlightened, and 
upon which were some characters, which he received a strict 
injunction never to pronounce. Presently he aeemed to 
be lowered perpendicularly into the bowels of the earth, 
through nine arches ; in the ninth or deepest of which, he 
saw the same brilliant plate which was-shown to him in the 
mountain." 

" Enoch being inspired by the Most High, and in com· 

•i _ •. --· ...... 
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memoration of this wonderful vision, built a temple under 
ground, in the same spot where it waa shown to him-
which, like that, consisted of nine arches, one above ano
ther, and dedicated th~ same to God. This happened in 
that part of the world which waa afterwards called th~ land 
of Canaan, since known by the name of the. Holy Land. 

" Enoch, in imitation of what he had seen, caused a tri
angular plate of gold to be made, each side of which was 
a cubit long ; he enriched it with the most precious stones, 
and incrusted the plate upon a stone of agate of the same 
form. He then engraved upon it the same ineffable cha
racters which God had shown to him, and pla<;ed i~ on a 
triangular pedestal of white marble, which he deposited in 
the ninth or deepest arch. 

" When Enoch's temple was completed, he received the 
following command, viz. ' Make a door of stone, and let 
there be a ring of iron therein, by which it may be occa
sionally raised, and let it be placed over the opening of the 
first arch, that the sacred matters enclosed therein may be 
presen:ed from the uni~ersal destruction now impending.' 
And he did so ; and none but Enoch knew of the precious 
treasure which the arches contained, nor kne.w the right 
pronunciation of the great and sacred name." 

The Monitor next gives an account of ·Enoch's two pil
lars, and the wonderful preservation of the knowledge of the 
liberal arts, " particularly of Masonry," during the univer
aal deluge; which topic has been already noticed. I take 
up_ the account of the Monitor relating to this ineffable 
name after the deluge, in the following words : " We learn 
from Holy Writ, the history of succeeding times, till the 
Israelites became slaves to the Egyptians ; from which 
bondage they were freed under the conduct of Moses. The 
·same sacred book informs us that Moses was beloved of 
God, and that the Most High spoke -to him on Mount 
Sinai. To Moses God communicated 'his divine law writ
ten on tables of stone, with many promises of a renewed 
alliailce. He allo pe him the tf"fltl prommciation of his 
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laCt'ed name, wlrich he told him ilwrild be JOUflll by 1ome of 
AU ducendanl1, engraved t.pon a plate of gold; and God 
gave a 1trict coniiiUDIIl unto Mo1e1 that no one slaould pro· 
nounce Ail IIOef'ed name ; so that, in proeeu of time, the 
true pronunciati~n wu l01L" 

Thus the true word was lost, Free Maaoru having only 
the promise of God left, that it should be found ·" engraved 
upon a plate of gold." The particulars of the wonderful 
diaeovery of Enoch's triangular plate of gold, will be food 
for admiration. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Con&&iDinr an account of W01lderful adnnbuw, to which the poet pro. 
bably alluded when he mng: · 

" Unite, unite, your YOi01181'&ile, 
"Loud, .loudly lin&' FreeliiUOD'Ipraile; 
" Spread far and wide their IJIOtJ.ibe, 
.. ADd glory m the acrad DUDe: 

"How jut, how juat aze all their wap, 
" Superior far to mGJt&l prai1e! 
" Their worth, a.:ription far uoeecl8, 
" For matcblMi aze Free MI.IIDII8' deedL" 

Pruttm. Lontllm erHiilm. A. D. 179!, p. 379. 

Tm: preceding chapter gives ample details from the Free 
Mason's Monitor, of the pretended revelation of the true 
name of the Most High to Enoch and Moses, for the be
nefit of the masonic fraternity 1- With the reader's patience, 
I shall continue that subject ; but observe that I extract 
&om the New-York edition, 1802, as some later editions of 
the Monitor fail of giving all the particulars here quoted, 

' ' 

l ~-· . . ~-: . 

{' 

• . 
\ 

' . 
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though the principal facts are alluded to with_ undoubtiDg 
confidence ; for convenience I number the sections ex. 
traeted. 

1. "·Solomon, being the wisest of prioeel, had fully in 
remembrance the promise of God to Mosea, that aome of 
his ·descendants, in fulnesa.of time, should diacover his holy 
name ;• and his wisdom ioapired liim to believe, that thiJ 
could not be accomplished until he had erected and eon· 
secrated a temple to the living God, in which he might 
depoait the precious tre8.1JUJ'e," 

2. " Accordingly, Solomon began to build, in the fourth 
year of hia reign, agreeably to a plan given him by his fa
ther David, upon the ark of the alliance." 

By a careful reading of aeetioos 1 and 2, it appears, that 
King Solomon, under the impression that the holy name 
of the Deity could not be dilcovered until he had erected 
and consecrated a temple to the living God, " accordingly 
began to build;" that is, Solomon built the temple chiefly to 
recover the l011t word, the ineffable word, the shibboleth of 
Free Masonry I And, reader, do you not believe it 1 The 
important fact perfectly accounts for the craft.'a having ever 
since so much to do with that holy edifice ; and the next 
edition of the Bible ought to be corrected ; l Kings, v. 5, 
where Solomon says, " And, behold, I purpose to build n 
house unto the name of the Lord my God;" that it may 
read, I purpoae to build a house to dilcover the lOBt name, 
&c. 

3. " He choae a apot for this purpose, the moat beautiful 
and healthy in all1erusalem. In digging for a foundation, 
they discovered the ruins of an ancient edifice, amongst 
which they found a very conaiderable quantity of treasure, 
such as vases of gold and silver, urns, marble, tapestry, 
juper and agate columns, with a number of precious 
stones." 

* See p. 15 of t.hil volwne. 
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What were the. materials of tbe tapestry which lay bu. 
ried in ruins from the time of the deluge, and was tapestry 
yet after a lapse of 140() years 1 

4. "All the treasures"-but I must abridge; the rela
tion is long, ud so particular as to be wholly incredible. 
Solomon, the king, supposing something idolatrous in these 
ruins, " declined building in that spot, lest the worship of 
the Deity should be profaned by the place." 

Under the temple (which was ereoted in another place) 
he built a vault, having a long narrow descent through nine 
arches, where he used to retire in company with Hiram of 
Tyre and Hiram of Abiff, when they had occasion to enter 
upon things of a ~ret and important nature. 

5. ·" There . were then none else living qualified to enter 
the sacred vault. One of their number beiJlg removed 
from them, disordered their system for a time ; and, as 
they were consultin1 in what manner to supply his absence, . 
application was made to them by some · intendants of the 
building, illustrious knights, and grapd master uchitects, 
who well knew there was a secret place under the temple, 
in which the king, &c. used to meet, soliciting the honour 
of being admitted there ; to whom Solomon replied with 
an open aif', my brethren, it cannot now be granted." 

How wonderfully exact is Masonjc tradition l even the 
" open air" with which the king put off his inquisitive 
princes is not forgotten. 

6. " Some days after this circumstance, Solomon sent 
for the three grand master architects, J oabert, Stockin, and · 
G., and directed them to go and search once more amongst 
the ancient ruins, where so much treasure had been already 
found, in hopes of finding more. They accordingly de
parted, and one of them, viz. G., in working with the pick
axe amongst the rubbish, came to the large iron ring ;-they 
fOURd it fixed in a large stone perfectly. square. With much 
difficulty they raised it, when the mouth of a deep and dis
mal cavern appeared." 

This is the identical iron ring which Enoch placed there 
3 
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2000 years before ! That was good iron. This" deep and dis
mal cavern" is the first arc/& of the very temple which Enoch 
built under ground, and " dedicated to God." Thoee walls 
were. pointed with choice mortar, else a cavern so deep 
would have had five or six feet of water at the bottom. But 
this was dry as a garret quite to the bottom of the ninth 
arch, where G. arrived mueh fatigued ; having been twice 
discouraged in his descent, and compelled to return ; giving 
a signal to his companions to draw him up. 

7. " When (on the third trial) he had descended into the 
ninth arch, a parcel of stone and mortar suddenly fell in 
and extinguished his light; and he tDaB immediatelg •truck 
fDith the sight of a triangular plate of gold, richly adorned 
with precious stones ; the brilliancy of ~hicll struck him 
with astonishment, Again he gave the signal, and was as
sisted in reascending." 

[Obsene ; he saw not the triangle until his extinguished 
lightJeft him in total darkne!IS. 0, Free Masonry, what a 
wonder!] · 

8. G., who it appears is no other than the promised de
scendant of Moses, who was in due time to find the sacred 
name, "engraved on a plate of gold," told his companions, 
Joabert and Stockin, the . wonders he had seen; and, by 
means of a rope ladder, they all descended to the bottom 
together. They examined the gold plate, and obsened cer
tain characters engraved thereon, of the meaning of which 
they were then ignorant ; they therefore determined to car
ry the treasure to Solomon, and solicit the honour of being 
admitted to the knowledge of this sublime mystery." 

9. They found Solomon and the king of Tyre toge
ther. "To them they presented the pre<;ious treasure. 
When the two kings beheld it, they were struck with 
amazement. Being recovered, they then examined the 
sacred characters with attention, but would not explain 
them to the three grand master architects. Solomon told 
them that God had bestowed upon them a particuiRr fa-
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vour, in having permitted them to discover the most pre
cious jeweJs of Masonry." 

10. In consideration of this, Solomon conferred upon 
them " the most sublime and mysterioua degree of rqyal 
arch Masonry,• and explained to them, how the promise of 
God, made to Noah, M01168, and his father David, wu now 
accomplished. That promise which uaured them that in 
fulnea of timt:~ his name should be discovered, engraved 
upon a plate of gold ; that they were. bound to defend the 
.acred ebaracten, and that they. were not at liberty to pro
nounce the sacred name." 

11. " The kinsr informed the three knights,· that until 
that time, they knew nothing of that word but by traditior&; 
and that in the course of its being handed down through a 
succeaion of ages, it had been much conupted. [AI it 
was inifable, inquire by what kind of tradition the word ' 
was handed down through a succession of ages?] From 
the conuption of the said name, spnlng the Juba of the 
Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, and many othentof a 
like nature. 

"The true name is said to have ~en visible in the tem
ple at the time St. Jerome flourished, written in the an
cient Samaritan characters, and ia stiH preserved in . the 
hearts of sincere masons." 

Now, reader, let ua p1U1116 awhile, and look back. Enoch's 
wonderful vision, and the temple built under gtound U. com
memoration of that extraordinary event, cannot be believ
ed without better evidence of the fact, than. a tradition 
nearly five thouaaod yelll'l old ciui aftbrd. The fable of 
Atlas' •utaining the heavens upon his shoulders, is a bolder 
story, and probably an older story; he who can, may credit 
both. . . 

That God gave the law to Moees on Mount Sinai we be
line, not on the faith of masonic tradition ; nor is masonic 

"' Se~ chap. upou. R. A. Muomy. 
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tradition by any means sufficient to satisfy us that God ga'fe 
to,Moses a strict injunction, " that no one should pronounce 
his sacred name." The Jews, in reading the scriptures, 
avoid the pronunciation of J E u z, always calling it Ado
nai Revelation does not authorize this perversion, nor can 
Jewish or masonic tradition. It seems impossible that o. 
sober man can persuade himself of a fa.ct so absurd and 
extravagant, as that Masonry, through Enoch and Moses, 
is by the divine favour alone made acquainted with the true 
name of the Deity ; yet foolish Masons, pillars of the 
lodges, have challenged profeSBing Christians to give the 
true name of God, and on failure to give the Shibboleth of 
Masonry, have replied with evident self-complaisance
" you do not know the true name of God :" the God of the 
holy scriptures I 

Muons, seeing this pretension set out by itself, will, I 
hope, 'be universally shocked at it ; but the admirers of the 
institution, reading it as it is set forth in the Monitor, do 
naturally pass it without consideration; and ·flatter them
selves that such particular tokens of divine favour are sure 
proof of the antiquity, grandeur, and divinity of this self
privileged system. 

A· few circumstances in this pretension, remain to be 
pointed out. 

Sec. No. 11. "From the corruption of the said name, 
sprung the Juba of the Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, 
and many ·others of a like nature." Reader, what think 
you, is one of the many other corrupti01&11 of. this sacred 
name of Free Masonry t What name of the supreme divinity 
of any people sounds somewhat like Juba and Jupiter 1 It 
is not Woden por Thor ; it is not Brahm nor Vishnu. Is 'it 
poSBible it can be the God of Christians?-can it indeed be 
so 1 According to the masonic traditions, the Juba of the 
Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, and the Jehovah of 
Christians, must alike be corruptions of the same true name of 
the Most High, committed with awful solemnity to Enoch 
and Moses, for the benefit of the fraternity ; and still pre-
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served, and only preserved pure, in the hearts of sincere 
Muons! If this pretension mean any tlmig, it is no less 
than impious ; but u in the hearts of intelligent Muons, it 
means nothing, let us away with it ; let it be blotted out of 
the books for ever, that it no longer prove a snare to the un· 
wary. 

One notable circumstance (sec. II.) is : " The true name 
is said to have been visible in the temple at the time St. Je
rome flourished, written in the ancient' Samaritan charac-· 
ten." This is the way with masonic tradition, so exact, as 
even to remember the Samaritan characters! but what 
temple wu that 1 Enoch's · subterraneous temple fell in, 
after the erection of Solomonfs; S~lomon's wu destroyed 
by Nebu~hadnezzar ; and the foundations of the second 
temple were ploughed up by Titus, A. D. 70 .. 

Free Muonry pretends, that the true and ineffable name 
was deposited in each ·of these three temples ; but what ma
sonic temple was there in the time of St. Jerome 1 St. Je
rome is well known to have been among tlte most learned 
of the ancient fathers, the mortal enemy of the Origenists, 
the cotemporary of Theodosius the Great, and of Alaric, 
king of the Goths ; and to have died A. D. 420, 350 years 
after the total subversion of the last temple by Titus. Yet 
in St. Jero'me.'s time, if we can believe masonic tradition, 
the true name was visible in the temple, written in the an
cient Samaritan characters ! 
, This is the same witness who testifies that king Solomon 
built the temple, not unto the name of the Most High ; and 
tho.t the wisest man (O,Free Masonry, how much your debtor 
for this information,) did not know the true pronunciation 
of the name which his father David had sweetlyswtg: "Bless 
the Lord, 0 my soul; all that is within me bless hisltoly name:" 
"0, give thanks unto the Lord ; call upon his name : sing 
unto him, sing psalms unto him : talk ye of all his wondrous 
works; glory ye in !tis holy name :" but he learned it froin 
the golden triangle; which no sooner than his light expired, 
the man saw! 
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CHAPTER V. 

" Great Jr.ing., dulr.et, ud lord•, 
" Have laid by their ••orcla, 

" Our mystery to put a good 1race on ; 
"And thought tbem~~elve• famed, 
"To have them~~elvet1 named 

"Wilh a Free and an Aecepted Muon." 

• 

IT is my purpose in this chapter, to give an account of the 
dest111ctionofthe pretended S\lbterraneous temple of Enoch, 
88 it is set forth at large in that edition of the Monitor, pre
viously quoted in these pages. The story is very curiou ; 
it is equal in particularity and truth, with Ovid's relation of 
Narcissus's falling in love with himself, while bending over 
a pure fountain to slake his thirst. 

Be cupit impradeu; et, qui probat, i~ probatur, 
Irrita fallaci quoti,el dedit CIICala. fonti !~ . 

As the reader will. gather from the following extract, Jo'rec 
Masons' Monitor, New-York edition, 1802, page 257. · 

It will be neceuary to obse"e, that after Joabert, and 
Stockin, and G., had discovered . the golden triangle, 88 

related in the last chapter, "Solomon told them, that God 
had bestowed upon them a particular favour, in having per
mitted them to discover the most precious jewels of Ma
sonry; by which he seemed to intimate their election; and 
as a reward for their zeal, constancy, and fidelity, he elected 
them knights of the ninth arch, afterwards called the royal 
arch."t Soon after, twenty-two others, for various services, 

* He foolilhlylovet1 him~~elf; and he who admire., il hlmnlf admired. 
How oft1111 did the boy vainly kill the deceitfUl fountain. 

t Bel chap. Royal Arch, of this worlr. 
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1' were admitted to the sublime degree of perfection;" or, 
as Hardie's edition explains it, to" the Holy Royal Arch;''*' 
[p. 163.] making the number of mastent initiated twenty· 
five. 

" There were living at that time 3568 other ancient mas
ters who had wrought in constructing the temple. Theae 
began to be extremely jealous of the pre-eminence shown to 
the twenty-five brethren. Th~y deputed, therefore, a cer
tain number ' to wait on King Solomon, tDith their COMpli
ment•,' to request that limilar honours might be conferred 
on them. The Iring heard them with the most benip air 
imaginable, gave them for answer, that the tvJeaty-jioe 
mutent were justly entitled," &c. ; and bade them " Go 
in peace. God may one day permit that you may be re
warded according to your deserts." 

The deputies replied with an unbecomiug degree of 
warmth, and departed by no meana aatilfied ; the king 
mildly charging them, " Go in fear, wait with patience, 
and aspire to perfection by good works." 

" The deputies returned and made report to the masters, 
who were assembled to hear it. These masters, hasty and 
impatient in their diap<)Sitions, and, of consequence, vexed 
at the refusal, determined, one and all, to go to the atleient 
ruins, and search under ground, with ·a view of arrogating 
the merit so necessary for attaining their desires." 

" Accordingly th~y departed next morning, and presen~ 
ly after their arrival diacovered the iron, (ring,) by meiDI of 
which they raised the square stone, and found th13 entrance 
into the arches. They immediately prepared a. ladder of 
ropes, and descended with lighted flambeaux ; but no 
IOOMI' hatl tM kut ducentled, than tM nine arcMa feU in 
tqJOn them, and thsy fDfJre no more heard of." 

" Solomon soon heard of this dreadful accident, and sent 
Joabert, Stockin, and G., to inform themselves more particu-

• Alwo, Ahiman Rezou, p. 36 of the preliacl!. 
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lady of the matter. They accordingly departed at break 
of day, and upon their arrival were perfectly utonished at 
the strange appearance of the place. There were no re
fuams of the arches to be seen, nor could they learn that 
one single person, of all those who had descended, escaped 
the destruction." 

Three things, among others, are particularly noticeable in 
this story. 

1st. The impression calculated to ~ made by the fol
lowing words : " Solomon told them that God had bestow· 
ed upon them a particular favour, in having permitted them 
to discover the most precious. jewels of Masonry; by which 
he seemed to intimate their election," &c. And again ; 
" God may one day permit t~t you may be rewarded." &c. 

This is magnifying most artfully : 

" Viz illam famuli Phegeua S&priaque &reliant 
" Multiplicem• conni%i humeri•; iudut1111 at olim 
"Demole1111, cunu palantes Trou agebat." 

· Demoleus, wearing a coat of mail a burden for two ser
vants, drove whole squadrons of Trojans before him ; and a 
gallant exploit it must have been to slay this 11ame Demoleus. 
The God of Heaven, by his providence, intimates the elec-
tion of men into the Royal Arch as a particular favour ! 
How magnificent an institution, then, is Free Masonry ! 
Can it be possible that a common man of this generation 
may purchue this particular favour for about fiftr dollars! 
admission into the Holy Royal Arch ! 

2d. The Holy Scriptures, and muonic tradition, inform 
us, that in the building of Solomon's tern~, 3600 overseers, 
or routers, were employed. It is not a little remarkable, 
that, according to this story, 3568 out of that number, all 
"ancient routers," selected by King Solomon to oversee 

• A coat of mail, which brave DemoleWI bore, · 
More brave Eoeu from his abouldera tore, 
Jn sin~rle combat on the Trojan ehore.-Drydm. 
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the work, and appro•ed in the fuiallaboun of the ,temple, 
should have been rash, hasty, and arrogant men; that they 
should have aimed, "one and all," to obtain the special 
favour of God and tht} king, by presumption and disobe
dieace. But let it be so, umuonic traditiou give~ it. They 
eame to a moat unceremonious death; not one of them 
could receive a masonic funeral; "but no·sooner had the 
last de~Cended, -than the niae arches· fell in upon them, 
and they were never heard of more I" 

Masonry being a very serious thing in the estimation of 
many whom I delight to honour, and am bound tO love, I 
would treat· it seriously for their sakes. 

These pretensions, so intimately united with the " most 
ancient institution," that death alone can part them, I am 
thankful fOr an opportunity of stating, without jesting at 
their odd fe~tures, or their strange complexion. I willingly 
leave it to my masonic friends, whether to maintain, or to 
ridicule them. Deny their genuilu~ness none can. ~ey 
are drawn from the pure fountains of masonic t,uth ; from 
the authorized publicatioul of &he iaternity. 

3d. Such was the end of the pretended Jubterraneous 
temple, built by pretended inspiration, to preserve, u is 
PJ'etended, the true name of the Most ·Hiah for the benefit 
of the muonic htemity I It stood wa&er-tight nineteen 
centviell capacious enough to hold· 3568 ancient master 
masons, it no sooner received them within its dark vaults, 
than, without the intervention of any means, it devoured 
them in a moment; not one escaped the deslrl!ction. 

At fint view this might see~ miraculou; but it is only 
monstrous. True miracles ere always wrought by the in· 
tervention of means. 

When God would punish Phillflia, and ~ thoUI&Ild of 
her lords perishect beneath Dagon's proud reof, Sampeo11 
1t.God J,y the two pillars which supported the temple t 

~ &Dd •t.rl.inlni all hillll".lll, be bo ... ; 
n A11 with l.be force of windl and watea pont, 
"Wilen ~noaqtaU. tremble; thGie two m&ll1 pillarr, 

4 . 

' . 
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"With horrible ocnmllliilll, to uul ftoo. 
" Helufled-be llhoaii...:.Wl dowu tbeJ came. Uld diiW 
"The whole roof after tbsD, with bunt ot thllllder, 
" Upon the beaU at all who eat beneath." 

• 
This was a miracle; but the maaonie event was a moa-

ster, ill-formed, hideous, and mereileM; destroying aot &he 
enemiea of Israel, not the 888881Jina of Tyre, but the ge
nuin_, ancient JDuter masons of king Solomon 'a &emple. 

CHAPTER VI. 

" Come are you prepared? 
"Your~ weU reued f 

.. BriD&' mortar, &Dd temper it purely; 
.. 'Til allafe I hope, 
.. Well braced with eada rope, 

"Yovledpw and putlocb~Jy." 

~ . . ' 
' 

.8Aimlrn &..,., p. H9. 

"Empir•anclmp haHpa-.laway 
"Into oblivion'• mine; 

• ADd towering dOIIIeB have felt decay, 
..... aald w.. lpl8." 

"Bat Muoury, the florioa• art, 
• With wildom'• ray ctmae; 

.. .....__ ... ~ Hebmr criel, 

A BiDce &uJd ... .,... " 
c,.•, c~u~rt. 

. JT i8 impollible, iD an ap, to meet all the pretemions of 
IIMoflry am,Iy. Tqe would fail me to JP.eak of "Noah 



eel his three sou, all true muou ;"• of the Patriarch Jo
Mph, "panel master of the Craternity in Egypt;" of "the 
walla of Babylon, the temple of Belua, topther with many 
other stately edifices, built under the direction of Nebu
chadneaar, grand muter ;''t of~' Julius Caar, grand mu
ter of the Roman empire, who patronized masonry in Great 
Britain after he had landed in that couatry ;" of "king He· 
rodJ an excellent wend muter, who, with his own ma· 
IODI built a apleudid Grecian temple at Jerusalem;"§ of 
the wonderful preaenation or the Pentateuch in the time 
of the BabyloDiah captivity; . and of the many remarkable 
pretenaiou relating to the building of king .Solomon '• tem· 
pie. No timit can be uaiped to this division of the IUb
jecL 

I belli in my hand nearly one hundred auch, collected 
into cme table, and publiahed by James Hardie, A.M. Wl· 

•" In the chilli', wh111111mortal• llllt their u,.., '-
" God •nd filar worlhy Jduona and their wiYW :" 

.~ RMft,p. 1ft. 
See, Uo.Ill!sNM'• Monilor, p. !90. . 

Tbere il a dilcrepance in the tndiliona n11J18C1.inr Hun. }h, But.c:hin· 
- llaJI : .. the tint llajp of Muonry wu originatacl in the mind or Adam, 
~ pare throu1b the antedl.kmu a,., wu aftenn.rdl taapt .. 
!lam, .......... him ...... aapolhaled ud .-.lud wltb idalatry,"' 
----..., .. ~ f( .. ....., p.ll9. 
~ AhiiDaD Relon, p. 13 of t.lle preface, •Y•: "Certain it· ... 

th111111 were but four muon• in the world, when the deluge happened ; that 
one of 1M four, e'n!ll the 18C011d 1011 of Noah, wu not muter af the art."' 

'11M Kumio lifinmel maintahla the latter fann of the trUidoo 1 Yi: .. 
&ba& lha wulle& a ~~~Ut.a.llueo.--.M... Mia. p. :b'r. 

t The tndiUoo here .. altlet Ul to correct the oelebrated Rollia, wbc. 
depeadiac 011 hiltorical recordl, _,.,ueoua!J •-rtl that the temple of& 
lUI wu \he tower of Babel, (built 1848 yean beforo the thue or Nelrucbad·· 
neaar,) ad that it wu cledicatecl by N'mue to Ilia fatt. N'arod, "1Jae 
fil'lt kina dei&ed by the people (or hia areat aotiODI :" and that Semiram1e, 
the widcnr ol Niaue, built the wlU of Babylon. &Uin'• .Ane. Hu. ei~GJ.. • 
1,tfl/u~. * Thilil that Herod who "lllew all the children in &t~ &Del ~ 
&lithe ooutathereor, ftom two year• old and undf'r." · 

t Tcnm'lllpllftllad•e Free Jduonry. 



der the llllllction of twelve preeiding officers of lodges in ' 
New-York I and these are but the thoo8andth part of those 
acattered through the various treatises of Muonry. 

I wu aware, before venturing objection" to the preten· 
lions of Masonry, that the materials . to frame them were 
not scaree; but so much more numerous are they, than I 
had expected, that the topics on which it was my purpose 
thiefty to dwell, have not even been touched. I can give 
no new view of this part of the subject by farther pursuing 
it ; and although the pretensions connected with the build· 
mg of Solomon's temple, have a common importance at· 
tllched to them, entitled to peculiar attention, I pass them 
by for the present, confident that the sample of ancient 
pretenaions which has been presented and amply examin
ed, is a f'air specimen of the whole loL It would. be wrong 
to weary the reader's patience with this branch of the sub
ject, when others more interesting are pushing into view. 

But before I take leave of the ancient preteDBions of 
· Masonry, I will throw together those already considered, in 
the way of a review, stamp them genuine, and lay them up 
for future use. They are as follows. 

ht. That masonry is coeval with time. The charters, cer
tiicatea, diplomu, &c. of o~ lodges and grand l~s, &c. 
are almoet unif()rlllly dated Anno Lucia.· Even our com
mon masonic celebrations, for the greater mysticism, are 
often dated, not in the year of our Lord, but in the year of 
Muonry, i. e. in the year of creation. 
~ The two pillan of Enoch, erected to preeene the 

knowledge of the liberal arts, and " particuJarly of Ma. 
wonry,'" through two· calamitous periods of the earth;
from which neither hieroglyphic, nor letter, nor word, has -
been derived to modem art, particularly to MUOilry. 

3d. Enoch's wonderful vision, and subterraneouatemple, 
fn which was preserved the golden ·triangle with the ineffa
ble name ; and beneath whose deep arches the an~ient mas-
ters were swallowed up. · 

4th. The divine co•rnunication or' this ineffable name. 
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Snt to Eaoch, afterwarda with the ten commaudmeat. to 
110101 on Mount Siaai, with a strict iqjuaction that it lboukl 
aever be prOIIOIIIICf!d ; whieh is the true a.une of the MCIIt 
ffiP, baodecl down through succeuive agee by tratlition, 
iom wbicb many corruptions have spread &mODI~ ..... 
tion~, aa the Jupiter. of the Romans, the Juba of the Moon, 
&.c. aad which &rue name of the Deity is the word .now lost 
to IDUtel- MILIOIII, but found by thoee who enter the nilatb 
arch. 

6th. The wonderful discovery of thia ineffable name, 
qreeably to the prophecies of M01e1 and of David, en· 
pftd on a triangular plate of gold, with tae admira&ioP 
of kiagl Solomoo and Hiram, at sight of t.be iaeff&We 
types ; and the still more wonderful fact that it wu " vflibkl 
in tle ,_.141, ac tie tMie St. Jti'I'O'II£ JoutVlt«l, witt• ift 
tluJ tiiiCienl Saaariton cAGrac:Nr.s., 

6th.. The annihilation of the aubternneoua temple, ud 
the iastantaneous destruction of the muter Muons of 
king Solomon's temple, flesh and bone, 10 that not a .Nlic 
of them was left to soothe a friend, or to receive fimeral 
honours. 

These pnteDiiom seem to be made in contempt of COlD· 

mon sense, and then are those who will be ready to think 
they are made in CODtempt of Free M.onry ; to think that 
these are not the genuine and unqualified pretensio1111 of the 
JDUODie institution ; and that, if in any degree connected 
with the tiaternity, it IDUit be throUflh weak brethren, ud 
elltravagant Muon~; meD who do not· give, aod ought aot 
to pe, a character to the inatitutioa. Heavenly c.buity 
mOlt have hitherto thrown this veil over their weaknese. 
It ill my unpleasant duty to remove that veil, and to abow 
them in all their deformity ; to show that they are the 110-

lemn and certified preten~ions of the Masonic fraternity, 
published by its ablest advocate, and sanctioned by its high: 
est authoritie1. 

" A great .Mason," it will appear in the sequel, is an im
pouible thing; but if ever man could deserve that appella-
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tioD, it wu CoL Webb. Of amiable manners and a virtuOUI 
life, he devoted hit time to Masonry ; be introduced greater 
order into the lectures, and uniformity into the lodges ; he 
publiabed.many editiooa of his Monitor, the latter editiODB 
being amoag the moet valuable treatises upon Muonry ez. 
tanL 

He carne with the highest masonic claims, to the 118C0Dd 
poet of honour in the masonic temple of the United States, 
when De Witt Clinton attained the fint, being made Deputy 
General Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of North America, when that eminent politician 
wu made General Grand High PriesL 'fhe other posts of 
leuer honour which fell to hill lot, were some of them u 
follows: Grand Kiag and Grand Scribe of the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the Northern Statee; Put Muter of 
Temple Loc~Be, Albaay ; High Priest of the Providence 
Royal Arch Chapter, &c. &e. 

This is the Muon who hu published these preteali0111 
to the world ; &om his book I copy them ; a book prefaced 
u folloWB: 

·' Grt.mtl Rogal .Arch Claopter of ~ 1tate of R. 1., PN~~Ji· 
dence, July 7, .A. L. 5802. 

" Tie IUbiCI"iber• ~ 6em appointed a co•llitlee to 
~ a publict.itima by Companion T1&oma.t 8. Webb, 
entiderl, " The Free Ma~on'• Mmaitor," beg leave tore
port, dat 1uJrNag attmaded to the ltlbject of tlleir ajJpoiftt· 
..,, ~ tll'e of opileion, that t/ae •aid pvblicalion. il re
plae IOit1a t~~ejul rJUUcmic itafOf'ffllllion, and il juUy enlit'W 
to the 1anction of this Grand Chapter. [I omit the names 
in commiseration.] 

• • R. A. K. 
• • R. A.B. 
• • R. A. T. 
• • R. A. C. 
• • R. A. C. 

" WAeretpm, re1oltJed Ul'lal&imOUily, that thU Grand 
Chapter recornnumd the ~(orPsnid work to thll ntttntion and 
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l&tuly of all tlae member• of tlae ,lraten&ity to wlultn tlae ane 
may cmae. Eztract from tlae recordl. 

. • • Grand Sec'y." 

What further proof Ca.n be desired 1 And theBe preten· 
BiOIJ8 are not only genuine, as coming from 1111der the hand 
of one whose reputation as a Muon is higher than that of 
any other man in America, (the moet puissant sovereigns of 
S. C. not excepted,) whether before or after him, and as 
beiog officially sanctioned by one of the highe.t, purest, 
and · most intelligent masonic aBIOCiations in the United 
States ; but alto as being commonly received, and, in their 
indistinct character, believed among Muons. Some intel
ligent Muons take no pleasure in contemplating- them, and 
give them no place in their memory ; but surely these claims 
have passed hitherto little disputed by any of the fraternity.· 
MuoDB , do not generally hesitate to ascribe the origin of 
the iasUtution to the period when their greateet men; their 
official pcapen, and their· approved treatises' assert its be
ginning. q'hey do not IICruple to teach the novice, that 
Enoch built two pillars, by which the knowledge of Ma· 
sonry was- preserved to the descendants of Noah; to teach 
that Moees had the true .word of the muter Muon mira
culously revealed to him, which word wu singularly lost 
and found in the days of King Solomon, when there hap- · 
pened events important to be known, which are only known 
to the Free and Accepted Mason. 

Why should not such tales pass current upon the lips of 
ordinary Masons, when they are certified by the authoritiea 
of Muonry? . 

Another highly approved Masonic work (as an edition 
of I~ copies assures us) contains the ~llowiDg: " Cer
tain it ia, that Free Masonry has been from the creation ; 
(though not -under that name;) that it was a divine gift 
&om God ; th'at there were but four Masons in the world 
when the deluge happened;. that one of the four, even the · 

• 
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second son of Noah, waa not master of the art," clr.e.-Ma· 
sonic M'amtrel, p. 337. 

Free KUOill'f a. divine gift from God I I have seen this 
assertion in more Masonic work& than one. It may be a 
duty solemnly to charge the institution with this presump
tuoua claim, but not now; and I retum to say what eo gmlt 
extravagance ealled me from saying, that while such claims 
are boldly thrown out by the authorized publicatiODJ of the 
fratemity, it can be n..o wonder that the same thingw are re
peated and magnified by the herd of tongues. Hardie's 
Monitor (p. ~.)mentions it as an important fact in muo· 
nic chronology, that " during the forty ye8l'fl peregrination 
of the Hebrewa in the wildemeea, it pleued the Imine 
Architect to inspire with wisdom certain persona, who erect
ed the glorio111 tabemacle in which the Sheckhinah (or Di
viDe Glory) resided ;" and why should not a Free Muon eay, 
aa Free Muons do say, that the tabernacle of M01e1 wu 
IMUlt by m88011ic art ; meaning auch a.rt aa waa then, ud is 
now, peeuliar &o Pree Masonry 1 Such preterlliou a.re mon· 
!lb'oas ; I present them, not for any pleasure they UJ'ord, 
but only to show that the proof· of the genuineness of the 
kind of pret.ensiou already oft'ered to the reader, is pain
fully abundant ; it not confined to 1landerons lipe, but is 
uniformly found in the records and papers of the Maa>Dic 
fraternity. 

lndiYidual Masons, were they cha.rged with ,framing or 
maintaining these pretensions, might clear themeelvea. 

They a.re not charged, but the institution ; and who can 
clear the iDt!ltitution 1 Ita pages abound in these preteD· 
sions ; ita rites depend on them ; its superstructure it raised 
on them; ita whole mystery is involved in them. Free Ka· 
SODry, and ita preten1ioas, . already named, with ita unrea
BODaW.S Uh!ll yet to be na111ed, cannot be separated ; take 
them &om it, and it becomes a social club, at best a clalrita· 
ble UJOCiation ; it is Free MtUOAry no longer. ·Its Jltf8-
t.ery hu Bed, its glory deputed, it11 spirit IWik for ever. 
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Take it with its pretensions, and it is certainly liable to great 
objection ; which is the very thing I set out to prove. 

N. B. Thus far this work has been publicly read by 
many of the fraternity, without a whisper of objection to 
ita accuracy. Yet some of th_e brethren, men of inquisitive 
mind and good information, treated the effort with little re· 
spect ; and, by significant signs, required the writer to 
utter proverbs upon fitter subjects. It is to be feared that, 
in imitation of the 3568 ancient Masons, they have, in 
their vexation, done that which will hasten the downfal of 
the modeQl my&tical temple ; but our masten will fare 
better, I hope, than those ancients, and be aeen and heard 
of long after tae total annihilation of the visionary fabric 
of Free Matonry. Indeed, they have this to comfort them, 
that its walls, not like those of Enoch's, are whoDy built 
of. airy imaptations ; fteeh and blood has nothing to fear 
from their fall. 
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CHAPTER Vll. 

•· Wo know thee by thy apron white 
" An a.rthitect to bo ; 

-.. We know thee by thy trowel bright 
"Well skilled in Maaonry." 

'fHE ancient pretensions of this institution have been sui: 
ficiently discussed, to show that Free Masonry is not im
pemous to objections. Its armour of wonder has been 
!reVerely struck, &Bd the reverberation is emptiness. The 
hand that gave the blow is not palsied ; and why should 
the spirit faint 1 How many spears are sharpened for the 
fight, cannot now be known ; but truly the pretensions of 
Masonry have been hitherto as eggs that are left ; and al
though gathered in the open day, and in the face of the 
sun, "there was none that moved the wing, or opened the 
mouth, or peeped." . 

Extraordinary pretensions excite suspicion ; solid merit 
ilnd real excellence confide in their own powers of recom
mendation, and avoid splendid professions. The magnifi
cent pretensions of Masonry, like all braggarts, are cowards : 
met boldly, they faint away; there is no more spirit in them. 

The world is full of falsehood, which ever conceals its 
own name. Its tendency is not on that account the less 
·pernicious. Men may most innocently imbibe and- main
tain wrong views ; yet not with impunity : wrong opinions 
tend to wrong conduct, and error,like poison, is poison still, 
though taken by the unsuspecting. • 

The subject of FreeMasonry has distressed me. Its pre-

• " Whether we are hurt by a mad, or a blind man, the pain is atill tho 
I&Dle.'' 
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tensions are so hollow,,and its friends are so hearty; its 
mysteries are so senseless, and its inmates are so discreet ; 
its form is so mis-shapen,-and its supporters are so confi
dent, that I have been at a loss what to say of it ; and now 
find it impossible to do justice to my own views of the insti~ 
tution, without endangering the better sensibilities of our 
nature. Masonry may perish, and I will not mourn,lor it 
is an error which lies near to the heartS of thousands ; yet 
the respect which I cannot find it in my heart to pay thf' 
institution for its own sake, I will cheerfully pay for th~ 
sake of those who reverence it. Many think it a very se
rious and important concern, and I will not trifle with their , 
opm1on. I will fearlessly avow my own convictions, as a 
lover of truth ought to do, without indulging in mirth and 
jest, and lightness of rcmarl(. 

I will be serious. The objections I have to make, with 
the reasons of them, shall be given plainly, candidly, and 
kindly. I have to beg of my intelligent brethren to read 
them in the same •pirit, and to d~cide as those who. believe 
that error is destructive of the best interests of society; and 
that truth is the sole security both of our enjoyments and 
our hopes. I entreat thpse into whose hands these sheets 
may come, to form an opinion upon the subject, indepen-

. detlt of the prejudices and the fears. o(thls generation. There 
is ·a responsibility to conscience, a responsibility to the 
world~ and to posterity, and to a tribunal at which both 
Masons and Christians must o.nswer. We owe it to our
selves, and to o\)r final Judge, to maintain the truth for the 
truth's sake, confident that truth must finally· prev.ail, and 
desiring that it may the more speedily triumph through our 
instrumentality. 

I know that it is a new thing for a master Mason to ob
.iect, in any great degree, to· the character of the masonic 
institution; that Washington blessed the fraternity, and 
Warren presided over the lodges ; that it is made to bestow 
mercy upon the widow, ,humanity upon the selfish, and , 
civility upon the rude. Neverthele~s, the institution is 
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founded ou error, and maintained by delusion; and who, 
believing ao, would be its debtor 1 Who would not stand 
aloof from it 1 Nay, who would not feel in duty bound to 
lay hold of its timbers, and prostrate it to the ground 1 
Reared by past apt~, supported by the varioUI interests 
IUld prejudices of men, moulded into their language, and 
mannen, and habits of social intercourse, spread over the 
nations of the earth, and serving as a common bond of 
union among strangen and foreigners, it cannot be brought 

· down by a feeble, or by an injudicious effort ; · and its fall, 
with all possible care to prevent it, will produce a violent 

· concussion in the community, and may make a temporary 
desolation around in its overthrow. 

Free Masonry in America is like a bad system of govern
ment in the hands of a virtuous administration ; its faults 
are rendered nearly hiUmlees by the purity of ita magis
trates, and its advantages are heightened by' the integrity 
of its supporters. " Why di1turb its operations, then ?" 
Because the good it aeems to do ill not its own, and will 
not disappear with the 1088 of Free Masonry ; because it 
aims at too muc~ quite misleading BOrne, and darkeuing 
the truth in many i because it 'oft"en its~lf in the way, of a 
~gher, nobler, brighter, hatier, happier imtitution; because 
pretending to have descended 'from the skies, to be the 
daughter of Heaven, "The gift of God to the first Ma
sons;"* it does find a way, with its very emptinese, to serve, 
in many minds, as a substitute for that glorious institution, 
which alone is heavenly and .divine. Free Masonry never 
opposes Christianity, or Mahomedanism, or idolatry, or any 
such· thing. It merely offers itstllf in the place of either 
of them, as a clever thing to suit every body, and of
fend. none ; as a law which secures to the faithful peace 
on earth, and bliss in Henven, of whatever name or nature, 
religion or superstition. 

* Book of Const. p. 19. Hutchinson, p. 6. of the Appendix. Calcott's 
Disquisitiolllf, p. 90. Preston. p. 109. All in tho ~~ame word~. 
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" Chri8tiul, and J41wi, UH1 Turk•, 1111d Papu 1tu.d, 
•• One blended throng, one udisti.npilhed band." 

I shall not press this point now, but in due time. Men in 
this Christian land are not made better by their attendan~ 
upon the institutions of Free Masonry ; and half the time, 
devoted iD the lodges and in the lectures to senseless forms 
and ceremonies, if once devoted to the lecturea, to the em
blems, and to the heaven-hom doctrines of Christianity, 
would leave them but little relish for the table which the 
lodges 11pread ; and 110, also, the time spent in the lodges, 
and in the vain repetitions of the order, neither fit the 
mind, nor leave it room or relish for the simple and una
domed truths of the Gospel. 

Nay, more. Men, taught by the books of Masonry that 
this and that wonder were wrought by Heaven for Free 
Masonry ; and that the ·Most High did interest himself up
on several occasions, personally, and often by his acknow
ledged servants, the patriarchs, the prophets, and the apos
tles, to ordain, preserve, and enlarge the Masonic institu
tion ; and finding Free Masonry itself to be emptiness and 
vanity, are fo11eed to regard all religious truth with less res~ 
pe.ct and confidence. In this light I cannot but consider 
the great pretensions of the institution, as a contempt upon 
the Most High, and upon his chosen servants; for, if the 
choicest men of the antediluvian world, Adam, and Enoch, 
and Noah ; and the holiest, the wisest, and the greatest 
men since the fiood, Moses, and Solomon, and John Bap
tist, together with the most beloved EvangeJist, were inte
fested in empty Free Masonry as the institution represents 
them, they must fail to be regarded in their teachings in the 
holy scriptures, with that entire respect and reverencP 
which is their due. 
. I have it in my mind, that there are in the lodges clergy
men of every denomination, and ofp\ue character;• this may 

*No uception unl8N in favour of the Quaken, lvho, refusing an oath. 
are refused by the laws of Free Munnry. 

·J 

• 
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' be proof to all of the apparent harmlessness of the in· 
stitution. But gentlemen Masons of all professions, will 
find something new in this volume. Their avocations al
low them no leisure for the researches necessary to form 
any other than the common estimate of Masonry. What 
is good in the order they adorn, and what is bad they over
look, and it is forgotten. They think and act as their fa
thers have done in respect to Masonry, and push their in
quiries after new truth in a more grateful direction. To 
them I cheerfully commend my labour, with full confidence 
of a good degree of harmony in the entire abandonment 
of the institution. They are capable of examining, and 
deciding rightly upon the subject : with them I leave it, 
nothing doubting. But in large societies there must be 
great varieties, and some will be found ready to adhere to 
the institution after it is proved to be a fraud ; will adhere 
to it perhaps the more closely for its being a friend in need ; 
a fraud detected, belonging to that class of men" who ma!:e it 
a point of honour not to be disabused, and who had rather 
fall into a hundred errors than confC!Is one." But Free 
Masonry has no more than a fair proportion of such men. 
Its supporters are generally wise to discern, and candid to 
acknowledge. To the consideration of its chosen ones, I 
commend my labours, saying, beforehand, that my confi
dence in preparing these views for the public, is largely 
founded. upon the intelligence of the fraternity ; and that 
if, in the end, their high estimate of the order remain un
shaken ; that if, in years to come, they will continue to 
robe themselves in white aprons, with scarlet scarfs and 
girdles, to date their papers Anno Lrtcis, and to teach mo
rality by the trowel, the plumb-line, and the mallet ; that if 
they continue to present to the public taste, gorgeous pomp 
on occasions of ltumiliation, and to parade the uncouth 
habits of grand high priest, wtd king, and scribe, be
fore lhe faces of mourning relatives ; if these things, and 
many more, continue to be countenanced by the wise, ho
noured by the learned, and hallowed by the pious, then, be 
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it known, that the humble writer of these pages is unequal 
to the task of weighing Free Masonry in the balance o( his 
mind, and mistakes egregiously in his estimate of the un
derstandings of men, and of the value of things. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

" Good, my lord,-
" Bat wheu we in our own vicioumeu grow bud, 
" (0, miliary on't!) the wiMI Goda ~~eal oar eye.; 
" In oar own filth drop oar clear jncljrment.e ; make UH 

.. Adon oar erron ; langb at IU, while we •trot 
"To our conflllion."-Siulklptaf't . 

.l<'aEE MuoNBY is what it will appear to be. Masonry, 
or any other craft, may invent its own signs and distinctive 
badges, and teach them too, without just cause of offence ; 
but ifit can do no more than this, while it gravely claims a di
vine original ;• professes to have infinite stores ofknowledge, 

• The reader will aak for authoritiea; and I give them plentcoully, each 
in hil Oft word.: 

1. Muonry claiml a divine orifin. 
" Which art (Muonry) the tim Muon. received from God." Book et 

Con.titutiou1, Mau. p. 19. Richard•' Pnaton, p. 109. Greeolear. Striot 
IDquiry, p. 88. Free Muon'• Library, or Book of Colllt. of Maryland, p. 
10. ButchiDion'• Spirit ot .Muonry, p. 6. of the Appendix. Calcott'• 
Dilquili&ioal, p. 90. All in the -e wordl. 

"Certain it il that Free Muoary wu a divine gift from God." Ahiman 
ae-, p~ tS. of the Pnfaee. And Ma10D.ic Mia.tnl, p. 337, in the ~&me 
wordl. 

"ltil no ~~~~Cret that M&IOI1J'Y il of divine origin." Town'• Speculative 
Free Mu. pp. 37. 175. 

• 
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open to the gifted mind ; profenes to carry one through 
almoat every branch of polite Jeaming,• discovering new 
truths, and beautifully embellishing those already known, t 
when, in fact, it ~ly names the sciences, u a lure to 
catch the gaze of the simple, and has no more to do with 
science, as science, than with the Mohawk alphabet which 
never had existence--7-it honestly deserves not the counte
DilBce it receives ; it ·ought to be abandoned by upright 
men. 

Masonry is used to denunciations, but not from its own 
members. It has somehow held the minds, or at least the 
tongues and pens of its members, under that restraint which 
has permitted hardly a groan of disappointment to reach 
the public ear. How it is possible so lOJtg and so effectually 
to have imposed upon its own members, is- difficult to be 
conceived. 

I shall .not, at this stage of the work, do ~ore thim point 
out the difficulty, that the reader may know I aee it. In 
the conclusion, both the writer and the reader will be better 
able to meet thia difficulty, and to answer the question, Ma
sonry being a bag of ill wind, how have sensible men en
dured it so long 1 

And here let me, with all carefulness and sincerity, sepa
rate-Muons from Masonry; the members of the fraternity 
from the institution itself, while I present Masonry within 

----------------------------

" Thil1upreme aDd diviDe knowled1o bciDg derived from the Allll.igbty 
Creator to Adam. itl principln ever Iince have been, and atill are, moat •
credly preserved, and invioliLbly concealed." Smith's U10 and Abuse of 
Free Muonry, p. 27. ' 

" Hail, mighty art I Hall, gnciou• gift o£ Heann! 
" To aid mankind by om Creator 1iven."-B•rdie'1M'on. p. 70. 

* Monitor, chap. 10. and Richarcll' Preaton, p. 54. ucl 51, Book of 
Con~titutio111 of 8. C. p. 61. Free Muon'• Library, or Book o£ Cout. of 
Maryl&Dd., p. 166. 

t Book of Con~t. of Ma•. p. 1!1. 
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dudoc~«ea, ia ~ true light. Maaont I honour; far be it from 
me to apeak in reproachful terms of the gentlemen who 
compose OIB' lodges. I owe them nothing but kindneee. I 
hear them witDeu, so fiar as I have had opportunity to u-
80Ciate with tMm, that they are candid and just men, inca
pable of heing eoncemed ia any known imposition ; men 
liberal, 80cial, charitable ; many of them emin:ent in the 
state, bold in the battle-field, pious in the minietry ; men. 
amiable in private life, benefactora of their kind, my seniors 
in age and in Ulldentanding. If I could not charge Ma
IIOIII'Y without deeply implicatiag either their judgment, or 
integrity, or undel'Standillg, I would be tbe last man to 
speak evil of it. If my preaent views of Masonry were 
not coosistent with a high regard fur the brethren, I would 
not pen them, I would not fer a tnoment indulge them. I 
would 1100ner distrust my cleareat convictions of the ahal
lownea of Masonry, thu doubt the sineerity, the parity, 
and honesty of Masons. Indeed, they generally believe it 
what it preteRda to be ;• they, making allowance for all 
earthly imperfections, honestly believe iR the great excel· 
Ieney of the institution. 

They ae hoaestly believe it as the Papist does the infidli
bility of the Pope, or the MU811elman the Koran ; and, not
withstanding my settled conviction of the infinnity of the 
Pope, and the faJaehood of Mahomet, I can entertain the 
highest regard fOr the judgment, amiableness, and integrity 
of Catholics and Mu118elmen. 

Reader, can we not--do we not find it consistent with 
the mOlt enlightened undentandiog, and the highest order 
of 'rirtue and of talent, for individuals in dark ages, or un
der the despotic power of government, education, or habit, 
to live under strong delusion of faith, without aensible Jos!l 
of virtue or of light 1 I confess it would be vastly more 

• A fiii!Jid bM marbcl \bill wi&b a dOilbt: then the writer il filh&iar th• 
alrl For the honour of baman nature, I could wilh that it were 10. 

6 

\ 
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becoming in the writer, to suppose his own mind is under a 
delusion, than to suppose the great Masonic body is hood· 
winked. This consideration has not been wholly out of 
s.ight, neither shall it be. We cannot change the com· 
plexion na~ure has given ; neither can I change, nor altQ· 
gether conceal, those opinions which have strengthened 
with time, and enlarged with opportunity, to. the distrust of 
Free Masonry. 

It is not a little embarrassing to one who would serve his 
generation in peace, to enter upon a work, which, if it 
could fail, would cover him with confusion, and expose ·him 
through life to contumely ; and which, if it succeed, must 
triumph over an organized body of shrewd men, closely 
connected throughout the country, and able to concert and 
act together without all the responsibilities which attach to 
individuals. Some of the highest and ablest names in the 
country, some most esteemed in the circle of private 
friends, are to be gained to this enterprise, or long habits of 
implicit belief in masouic testimony, will lead them to 
denounce the work altogether. · Enemies rise up ; but 
truth, in the hands of the upright, is a spear which will find 
the joints of their armour, and lay open to view the entire 
anatomy of those who feed on error, and strengthen them· 
selves with delusion. 

While I proceed to examine the consistency of Mason· 
ry, as exhibited in the authoriled books of the order, with 
the actual state of the art, as it exists in the lodges ; if at 
any time I speak lightly of the empty trappings, of the 
senseless ceremonies, and the vain-glorious pretensions of 
Masonry; I hope to be acquitted of all intended disrespect 
t~ " the general grand kings, thrice illustrious knights, and 
sublime and perfect Masons," who wear, who observe, and 
who believe them. No offence is meant. The Quaker 
may respect the soldier, while he laughs at his tinsel and 
finery ; the citizen must admire the manly proportions, 
11,0d stately air of the fierce Sioux, while he ridicules his 
~kl~g bells,. and pai,nted skin, and pelican fea,thers • 

• 
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I am to speak of Masonry as it is known in the lodges, 
and not as it exists in the chapters, councils, encampments, 
&c. If the foundationa are vanity, all that is builtupon 
them mutt be also vanity, equally light, or 'the building 
would fall. 

The three first degrees lie at the foundation of the whole: 
Theae I have never ceased to observe, to weigh, .and to 
distrust, duriilg six years of favourable opportunity ; until 
theae views of the institution have, like ripened fmit, been 
fully matured, and now naturally drop for the 're&eshment 
of others. 

This I say without the fear of man, that within the lodges, 
tor all its pretensions to be a science, · or an art, of w""ch 
pretensions it makes many ; for all its pretensions to teach 
tbe sciences, of which pretensions it makes many ; for all 
its pretensiona to be a mystery of intrinsic value, of which 
pretensions it makes many ; for all its pretenllions to a di~ 
vine original, of which pretensions it makes mllll)' : the 
Masonic institution is no better than. will appe~ in the 
sequel. 

I co•z n.ow to consider· the claims of Free Masonry, set 
tOrth in a work entitled as follows : 

"Aim GoD SAID, UT· TB&BE 'BB LIGHT, AND TRUE . 

WAS 0, .UD TRB LIGHT SHilOI:TH IN DAI\JtN:ISS, 

·~ Constitutions of the ancient and honourable fraternity 
of Free and Accepted Masons, collected and digested &om 
their old records, faithful traditions, and lodge boQks. For 
the ute of the lodges. Together with the history and ge
usral regulatioBS of .the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 

"Compiled by the Rev . ....---, A. M. Member of the 
Mass. His. Soc. and Chaplain to the Grand Lodge of 
Mau. 
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;, ' Brethren, submit yourtelve. uato such, ud to every 
one that belpeth with us and labouretli. '-81. Ptllll. 

" Second edition ; revised and comeeted, with large addi
tione. Published under the eanction of the Graaci Lodp. 

"Printed at Worcester, M8.88., by Brother-, in the 
Cbriatian era, 1798 ; in the yeu of LiPt, 5798." 

" To the Grimll Lodge cf Musa.chruett1. 
" Your committee havin~ deliberately exaftlined the Book 

of Conetitutions presented by the Grand Cbaplaia, 88feea
bly to your appointment, do approve of the said Book of 
Comitituti0111 in all its parts, and do recommend it for your 
approbation. [Five signatures, and amon~ them Doetol'l'l 
of Dil'inity and of Laws.] 

"Boston, 25th J~me, 5798. ,. 

! Follo~·~;uaa. ~ "'SANCTION • 
·• To all the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, the 

Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Wardens 
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, sendeth Greeting. 

" Whereas the Grand Lodge, in ample form 8.88embled, 
on the 17th day of January, 5798, did appoint our Rev. 
Brother ---, Grand Chaplain, to revise and prepare a 
new edition of the Book of Constitutions ; and the com
mittee who were empowered for that purpose, have exa
miaed and reported their approbation of the fOUowing 
work ; we, therefore, authorized by a vote of the Grand 
Lodge, do, in their behair, direct the aame to be used in all 
the Lodges within our jurisdiction, and we recommend it to 
all other Brethren. Given under our hands, and the seal 
of the Grand Lodge, at Boston, June 25th, 5'798." [Sign
ed by all the grand officers. I apare their names.] 

This is a quarto volume of 288 pages, of which 21 are 
devoted to antiquitiea, printed in the aneieJtt blaci ktter, 
tbr no good reason. thRt I can conceive, unle~~s it be with a 
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Yiew &o a worthy maxim of the dark agea, "Ornne igno
tum etl pro magnifico." Every aecret is a wonder. 

T'M antiquities are copies of eight pretended ancient 
manuscripts ; the moet important one I give at full length. 
Iti8 

No. "VI." (page 15.) 
"A manWJoript copy of an enmina&iOD of some of the 

brotherhood, taken before king Henry VI. wu found by 
the learned John Locke, in the Bodleian library. This dia
logue po~~e~~es a double claim &o our regard; &rat. for its - , 
-utiquity, and nut, for the ingenious notes and COJJjectures 
of Mr. Locke upon it; 10me or which we hate retained. 
The approbation of a philoaopher ol u great merit and 
penetration u the British nation ever produced, added to 
the real value or the piece itself, mWJt give it a l&llCtion, 
and render i& deserving a serioWJ and candid examination." 

The "lt.D'ICiiola" it .hu, is the seal of the grand lodge • 
. Its" real value" we will e.~:amine., "serioWJiy," if we can. 

It ia written in the black. letter ,-and antique style, which 
style I will follow through the caption, and afterwards aim 
chiefly at the selll8. Many of the words are obsolete, but 
a glossary at the end explains them. 

" Certayne queatyons, with answeres to the same, con- . 
cemyuge the mystery of Maconrye, writtenne by the bande 
of kynge Henrye the Suthe or the n~e, and faythfWiye 
copyed by me Johan Leylande, Antiquariua, by the com
mand of his Highnesse. 

"They be as followeth : 
" Quea. What mote ytt be 1 
" Ana. ll beetll t'M siill of nature, the unthratanding of 

1/uJ flligllt tAat u thtnin, ad ita B1l7lllry worlringa, particu
larly the akill of ntmaben, of weighu, ant1 mea.nwu, and 
the true manner of forming all things for man's use, chiefly 
dwe~ings, and buildings of all kinds, and all other things 
that make good to man. 

" Q-. Whe.r dyd ytt beginne 1 
" Ans. It did begin with the first men in the East, which 
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were before the first men in the W eat, and coming westly 
it luxlla brougAt herewith aU conafurt• to the wild and COIR· 

fortla•. 
" Ques. Who dyd brynge it weatlye? 
"Ans. The Venetians,• who being great merchants, com· 

ed first from the East in Venetia, for the commodity of 
merchandizing both East and W eat by the Red and Mid
dleland seas. 

" Ques. How comed ytt yn Englande 1 
"Ans. Peter Gower,t a Grecian, joumied for cunning in 

Egypt, and in Syria, and in every land where the Venetians 
bad planted Masonry; and winning entrance into all 
lodges of Masons, he learned much, and returned and dwelt · 
in Greeia Magna; watching and becoming a mighty wise
acre, and greatly renowned, and here he framed a great 
lodge at Groton, (CrotonL Mr. Locke,) and maked many 
Masons; wherefrom, in pr~ess of time, the art p888ed into 
England. · 

" Ques. Do the Mt1C0111&U ducour their arll unto otlaerl_? 
" Ana. [Is at some length, in the negative.] 
" Ques. What artes haveth the Maconnes techedde man

kynde? 
" Ans. The arts, Agricultura, Architectura, Altronotni6, 

Geometria, Numeres, Musica, Poesia, · Kymiltria, Gooem
ment, and Relygyonne. 

" Ques. How come the Maconnes more teachers than 
odher menne 1 

"Ans. They, ikem.8elvu only, lamJe tAe art of jniling out 

nero- arll, uikicla art the .fir•t Matom receft,ed froa God; 
by uihicla they find wluxl art1 they pleale, and t11e true 
way o) teod&ing the lame. W7uJt otller men do find out is 
only by cltance, and therefore but little, I troto. 

• A note, imputecr to Mr. Locke, 110pp01e1 thillhoald read Pflmieillm, 
t Aaotbernote,impuled to Mr. Loate,nppoR~thil PeterGowerwu 110 

other than~. · 
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[ .Aa this- 8111Wer is one thing " of real value" in the piece, 
and is so monstrous a pretension as to defy credulity itself, I 
will give it in the genuine text, excepting only the black let-

. ter.] "Ans. They he101elfe haveth allien the arte of fynd
YIJ~e newe arts, whyche art the fynt Maconnes receaved 
&om Godd~ ; by whyche they fyndeth whatte arts hem pie
seth, and the trew way of techynge the same. What 
odher menne doeth ftYnde ou* ys onelyche by chance, and 
herefore but itel I tro." [Allier& and onelyche are defined 
in the glOBSary accompanying the antiquity. But to pro- ~ 
ceed.] 

" Ques. What dothe the Maconnes conceale and pyde 1 
" Ans. They conceal tAe. art of fouling out new a:rtB, and 

tlwl u for their OWII projt and honour. They conceal the 
art of lreeping secretl, that so the world may conceal noth
ing from tlama. They conceal the art of wonder-war~, 
and of foruaying things to CQ~~J~e, that so the same arts may 
not be used of the wicked to an evil end. They also con-. 
ceal the art of trtlllltRUiation of metals, the way of. toin
niag tAe faculty of fllllgic, the slrill of becoming good 
and perfect without the helping-·of fear: and hope ;• and 
the universal language of Maconnes." 

This is enough, "I trow." No wonder Mr. Locke, in 
admirati~n of the old paper, d~~rmined to join the tiater
nity immediately. Masonic tradition does not inform us 
whether he lived to execu~. his generous purpose. 

Four short and unimportant answen remain. 
This story of Peter Gower is sufficiently monstrous to 

make a candid reader. doubt, whether the grand officen of 
a grand lodge, with the grand chaplain for their guide, 
could have set their seals to its authority ; but they ha"e; 
and now let Free Masonry answer it. Let the art of fore-

• " A Deity. belined, will nouaht avail;· 
" Rewanll, &DCI plUil.luaeDt. make God adored ; 
",And bopu, ud feu~, give cODICience .U her power.". 
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.. ying things, tCnlee the peril of ita situation ; let the art 
of findiag out new a111, find out a way of eeeape &om abe 
ovenrhebing weight o( its GWn pretenlliona ; let the art 
which wu given to the fint Muoaa by BOMe God, prepare 
to retW'D to ita God ; its mortal career rauat be drawing to a 
cloee. No institution in this age can 1111tain claim~ 10 
JDOilliJtrou, though made in black letter. 

The Book of Constitutiona does oot say this story was 
published to impoae on the weak; does not say that the 
men wko copied aad pubtilbed it iB that solemn and oflieial 
manner, did not believe on~ word of its wonders; does not 
B&J' that it ia an abomination to the truth, a scandal upon 
common aeue, a bd blot attempted to be fixed oo the 
eeeuteheon of Free Muonry; no sueh thing; but the Book 
of Co111titutiou relateR it with perf'eet gravity, with a re
col'D.DlfJDdatory prefaee, and with explanatory notes I 

The same ia published in the F. M. Library, with the 
sanction of the Grand Lodge of Maryland.-1"'. M. L. 
p. 10. 

Then the common Mason may, the multitude of Masons 
must, believe that Free Masons do, indeed, have po816111ion 
of the keys of knowledge, of the art of arts; an~ they only 
want time and capacity to investigate the mysteries, to 
search through the dark nults of the masonic temple, and 
accumulate treasures of wisdom above all other men. 
How often haYe I heard them individually sorrow for time 
to study these things that they might understand them bet-· 
ter I 0, that they knew as much of the mystery, as this 
man and that, whose superior education and studious lei· 
sure permit him to become acquainted with the whole se
cret, and exalt him in common fame to the elevation of " n. 
great Maeon !" Poor feHows ; how can it be otherwise? 
'fhese pretensions appear as unreasona:ble to the common 
mason, as to the reader; they are, however, sealed with the 
great seals of the grand lodge•, and saDCtiolled by the offi.· 
cial signatun!l of gnat men ud Muons, aad must be re· 
ceived bythe less informed \Vith due submission to those 
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who are set over them in the work of the lodges. " Brc· 
thren, submit yourselves unto such," &c. 

Buf this story is not locked up in the lodge roOJll with the 
Book of Constitutions, nor in the bre..,ats of " great Ma· 
sons;" if it were so, its harm would be·incalculable, though 
much le111 than when it is published in 1l popular form, and ' 
finds access to the very mind. It is published, with slight 
variations, in one of the most popular masoriie works of 
the age, Hardie's Monitor, in a plain type, with every sanc'
tion and circumstance calculated to impress the reader 
with the belief both of the genuineness of the manuscript, 
and of Mr. LocJte's notes; and, what is more, of the fair
ness of the conclusion of that great philosopher and good 
mUI, that Masonry was a wonder worthy of his eager in
vestigation. 

It is published, also, with particular zeal by Mr. Hutchin
son, under th.e sanction of the Grand Lodge of England, 
and by Calcott, and by the renowned Master of the Lodge 
of Antiquity, Mr. William Preston. 

I wipe my hands of this, as well as the other erroneous 
pretensions o( Masonry. Humble as an individual brother 

. may be, I cannot conaent for a day to have my name quoted 
u one that belongs to a society, under its public seal up
holding pretensions so abhorrent to truth and to piety, as 
are contained in this authenticated manuscript. 

Conscience directs, and the world will uphold, this cause. 
Muons themselves will follow it, when once they have 
coolly examined, and find that all these things are word for 
word, without gloss or redeeming comment, in the Book of 
Constitutions. • 

* The Free Ma10n'e Library, from p. 8. to 14, contains this same dill
graceful paper, word for word, u given in the Book of Con•titutions of 
Mu.cb1111tt., a paper which tbe grnt Clinton, in hill unfortunate attach
meat to M&IODI)', cond-nd• to na.mo without a word of dil .. pprob&tion: 
" The celebrated phi1010pher, John Locke, wa• m•ch struck with a manu-

7 
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TO RBB MASON'S LIBBABY, 

" Whereu, by a resolution of the Grand Lodge of Ma
ryland, brothers [five, I pity the names] were appointed a 
committee to superintend the publication of a new edition 
of the Ahlman Rezon. proposed to be published by bro
ther Samuel-, under the title of the Free Mason 'a Libra
ry, and to give the same die sanction of the Grand Lodge : 

" Be it known, that 1aid committee, l&atJirJg ezamined 
1aid work, do .foul it in every rup«l tDortl&y of tluJ 1anction 
of the Grand Lodge, and, COJ&Iequently, recommend it to all 
Mt110111 t11 a faithful guide. 

ICript or Bary VI. JCiDr or Eqlancl, depoaited in the Bodleia.D Library. 
It ia in &be Coma of Q11e.tiona a.Dd Auw.,.," lcc,-Clinton'• FGntlldl .lltl
tlriiU tfl 1M Chllfllll Lodge of New-York. A.' D. 18!5. 

0, how little d- a pat man become, by becominr a rreat Muon. 
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- CHAPTER IX. 

" To promiiMl ill moat courUy II.Dd faabionable; peU011111UlOI ill a ·killd of 
will or teltament, which arguea a great Bickn- in hill judgment th..t mo.kee 
it. "'-81uJlup«Wt. . 

Now, let it be understood, that the book from which I 
quote is one within my degree. No grand lodge has any 
thing t() do with Ma.sonry above the muter's degree. 
The grand lodge is a convention of delegates from the 
lodges of Master Masons, and these lodges are never open
ed on any degree higher than the third. • A Royal Arch 
Mason may be in the lodge, and also represent the lodge in 
the grand lodge, but never can do either in any other capa
city than a.s a Master Ma.son ; therefore the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, in its Book of Con~titutions, addresses 
men and ma.sters from its own stair, the third degree, and 
thus it speak11 :-p. 33. 

" Before we enter upon the duties of the operative ma.s'on, 
in the various offices to which he may be called in the lodge, 
it is proper to give some account of what is absolutely re
quisite in all who aspire to partake of the sublime honours 
of those who are duly initiated into ~e mysteries, and in
structed in the art of ancient Masonry." · 

Thereby insinuating that Masonry ha.s "sublime ho
nours," and valuable mysteries ·within the gift of the Grand 
~Odge ; we shall see. 

It proceeds : " Whosoever from love of knowledge, in
terest~ or curiosity, desires to be a mason," &c., intimating 
that a love of lmotOleilge may properly lead one to the door 

• Vide F. M. L. p. 191. 



of the lodge. In accordance with this, the candidate, pre
vious to his introduction into the lodge, must subscribe a 
declaration, from which the following extract is taken : 
(page 4.) 

"I, A. B., do seriously declare, upon my honour, that I 
voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the mysteries of 
Free Masonry ; that I am solely prompted by a favourable 
opinion conceived of the institution, a desire of lmowledge, 
and a sincere wish to be serviceable to my fellow creatures." 

We shall see the knowledge he acquires, of which he is 
made beforehand to confess his expectation. · · 

Page 43. Describing the constituent parts of a lodge, 'and 
the numbers necessary to constitute n lodge, it is written: 
'' more than forty or fifty nre found inconvenient for work
ing to advantage ; " that is, 8.s if masons had some profitable 
and instructive labour to perform, when they meet in lodges: 
we shall see what working means. 

Again, pages 44 and 45. One of the master's duties is to 
·• take care that no apprentice, or fellow craft, be taken into 
his house, or lodge, unless he has sufficient employment for 
him, and finds him duly qualified for learning and under
standing the sublime mysteries of the art. Thus shall ap
prentices be admitted upon farther improvement, as fellow 
crafts ; and in due time be raised to the sublime degree of 
Master Mason." Sublime mysteries of the sublime degree 
of Master Mason ! We shall see. 

Page 53-" Of working."_:" All masons should work 
'truthfully and honestly. All the working hours appointed 
by law, or confirmed by custom, are to be strictly ob
served." Working again ! Think you what working 
means 1 Building temples! Perhaps an idea of it can be 
given without impropriety, but not now. Page 75 is the 
form of a warrant from the Grand Lodge, authorizing a 
subordinate to work, with power " to receive and enter 
apprentices, p1188 fellow crafts, and raise MBBter Masons ; 
also, to make choice of a master, wardens, and other 
offirf' bearers, annually, or otherwise. as they shall flf.'C 
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cause ; to receive and collect ·fundi for the relief of poor ' . 
and distt8118ed brethren, . their widows or children ; and, in 
general, to transact all mat ten relating to Masonry, which 
may to them appear to be for the good of the craft, accord· 
ing to the ancient u11ages and customs of Masons." I give 
this, because it embraces in the words of authority, the 
whole business 'of our lodges. 

Page 83. Subject, Installation of officers. 11 Grand Mas· 
ter asks" the Dep. Grand Master, Have you examined the 
master nominated in the warrant, and do you find him well 
skilled in the science ofMasonry 1" The 1cience of Mason
ry I that is the thing not to be forgotten. 

The following chapter is .transcribed entire, for the ho
nourable testimony it hear• to the mtUonic cluJracter of· a 
Master· MiiBon; 8lld the conviction carried through the 
whole chapter, that a mOlter may speak as one that knows, 
and teach as one that understands, what Free Masonry is. 

Page 121. "The GOvernment of the Fraternity explained. 
The mode of government observed by the Fraternity, will 
best explain the importanCe of Masonry, and give a true idea 
of its nature and design. 

" Three classes are generally admitted, under different 
appellations. 

" The -privileges of each class are distinct and particular; 
mcnns are adopted to preserve tho8e privileges to the just 
nnd meritorious. Honour and probity are recommenda
tions to the first class, in which the practice of virtue is en
torced, and the duties of morality are inculcated, while the 
mind is prepared for social convene, 8lld a regular progress 
in the principles of knowledge and philosophy. 

" Diligence, assiduity, and application, are qualifications 
for the second class ; in which an accurate elucidation of 
science, both in theory and practice, is given ; human retUon 
is cultivated by a due exertion of our rational powerB and 
facultiu, nice and diJicult theom• are explained, neu~ dil
coverie• produced. and thole already hnotcn beautifully f!'ln· 

bemshed. 

..,.1 
~ · . . 
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"The third class (Master Masons) is confined to a select
ed few, whom truth and fidelity have distinguished. whom 
yeiU'S and experience have improved, and whom merit and 
abilities have entitled to preferment. With whom the an
cient landmarks of the order are preserved, and from whom 
we learn and practice thoae nece11ary and imtruclitJe lea
sons, which .at once dignify the art, and qualify ita tnnne
rous professor• to illustrate and explain ita exceU~e and 
utility. - . 

"This is the established-mode of our gove~ment, when 
we act in conformity to our rules. By this judicious ar-
rangement, true friendship is cultivated among different 
ranks and <:fegrees of men, while hospitality' is promoted, 
industry rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged." 

While copying, I exclaim, is it possible that I am a Mas· 
ter Mason I that I have been made even a fellow craft, to 
receive " an accurate elucidation of science both in theory 
and praetice ?" have I received ·the e.i:planation of the nice 
and diffic1Jlt theoriu ; also, the new discoveries and the beau
tiful embellishments of · those truths olremly di&covered, all 
which things, it seems, are conferred in the second degree! 

And what a wonder that they are now entirely forgotten ! 
It is some comfort, under the loss, to know that I lliQ re
ceived among that selected few, who, having been presented 
with all that ·the second degree has to· give, and being dis
tinguished for truth and fidelity, enjoy the preferment, to 
which they are by their merit and abilities entitled, wHo 
ARE QUALIJ'IED TO ILLUSTR.o\TE AND EXPLAIN THE EXCEL• 

LENCE OF THE ORDER, AND ITS UTILITY. 

I attempt only in my way; and if a master can do this, 
as the Grand Lodge here certify, the writer may; and this 
is his view of " the order :" that excellence and utility are 
to.be named in coo,ncxion with the gentlemen of the order 
only ; that the institution itself is a whited sepulchre, fuJI 
of loathsome decay and dead men's bones. 



t;aoss's IIASONIC CHART. 

CHAPTER X. 

"The painting ill almost the natural man ; · 
"For .moe dillb011our trafficb with man'• nature, 
"He i.l bat outlide ~ th- JM111Cilled figurea are 
"Even 1ucb aa they five out." 

5.5 

Timon of Atlwu. 

IN further illustrating the pretensions o( Masonry, with a 
character for ability certified by tlie Grand Lodge, BAd the 
Book of Constitutions of Massachusetts, I take up "the true 
Masonic Chart, or Hieroglyphic Monitor, eontaiJ)ing all the 
embleJDS explained in the degrees of an Entered Apprentice, 
Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, 
Most Excellent Master, Royal Arch, Royal Master, and 
Select Master. Deeigned and duly arranged, agreeable to 
the Lectures, by R. W. Jeremy L. Cross, G. L. · To which 
.are added, Illustrations, Charges, Songs, &c. Third edi
tion, with additions and emendations. · F. G. Woodward & 
Co. New-Haven. 18')4." 

This work is dedicated " to the officers of the General 
Grand Chapter of the Unit~ States of America," and is 
furnished with the following print : 

Adam croWns the temple, holding a ring, tbe emblem of 
- eternity, in his hand. This would seem to signify that Ma· 

sonry began with Adam, and that my labour is vain. 
Enoch stands on the right hand, a little below, with the 

golden triangle in his hand, on which he inscribed the in
effable characters, the NAIIE of Masonry, " still vi8ible in the 
terraple in St. Jerome's time, written in the ancient Samaritan 
characters;" and this triangle he deposited in the bot
tom of the ninth arch of his subterraneous temple. • 

' 
•Now-York edition or \\ebb'• Monitor, p. !45 to 160. 
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On the left of Adam, opposite to Enoch, is Noah, with a 
square in his hand, with which he, as a MlUion, built the 
ark ; whereby the race of m&JJ was preserved upon the 
earth. 

"Holiness to the Lord," is inscribed upon the Muons' 
arms, at the feet of Adam. 

Within the prostyle stand, on the right, Hiram of Tyre, 
Solomon, and Hiram Abiff, the three grand masters of an
cient Masonry ; and on the left stand Zerubbabel, Joshua, 
and Haggai, builders of the second temple, whose connex
ion with Masonry is in the Royal Arch. 
. Below these, outside of the Prostyle, on the right hand, 
is Shem, Ham, and Japhet, all Masons by tradition, and 
the fathers of the present family of man. But Ham, 
does not deservedly occupy so exalted a place in the tem
ple of Masonry ; for, • • certain it is, that the second son 
of Noah was not master of the art." [Mm. Min. 337. 
Al&iman Rezon, p. 13, of Preface.] Herod's name might 
be proposed as a substitute, " an excellent grand master." 
[Hardie's Monitor, p. 294.] Opposite to Shem, Ham, and 
Japhet, are placed Moses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel. 

Now, this comes of 'One of the most monstrous pretensions 
ofFree Masonry. Moses, by particular direction, built a ta· 
bernacle to the Lord, GQd himself directing in the minutest 
parts, the sockets, the taches, and the curtains. " And 
Moses said unto the children of Israel, (Ex. xxxv. 30.) see, 
the Lord hath called by namtl Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the 
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and hath filled him with 
the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in 
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, and to de
vise curious works; to work in gold, and in silver, and in 
brass, and in the cutting of stones to set them, and in the 
carving of wood to make any manner of cunning work. 
And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he 
and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 
Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart to work all man· 
ner of work of the engraver, and of the cunning work of 
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man, and of the embroiderer.,.., And all this we are led to 
believe ill Free Masonry I Even that the M011t High gave 
them a knowledge or" cunning work, which ha~~ been re
taiDed among the fraternity to' the present day I It ill not 
conveuient for me to express the feeling which so great 
p~tien inspires. The claim to any of the fathers of 
the human race, or of these fathers in Israel, and to all 
knowledge derived from them, is wicked and unfoWlded, 
and not to be endured. 

The names of the General Grand Officers of the Gene
ral Grand Chapter of the United States, inscribed upon the 
nine stairs of the Prostyle, are all true and worthy, and are 
here found in excellent company. 

Nilxt follows the recommendations of the chart. 
" To the fraternity or F~e and Accepted Muons 

throughout the United States of North America, Greeting: 
" Know ye, that we, the undersigned, having duly ex

amined our worthy companion, Jeremy L. Cross, do find 
him well •it'lled, and correct in the 'lectures and mode of 
working in the three first degrees of anaem Free Muon
rg, as received, sanctioned, and directed tn be taught by the 
several Grand T.ndaea of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New-York and New. 
Jersey.-We do, therefore, cheerfully recommend him u 
fully competent to teach the sanu~. Witness our hands. 
M. E. and Hon. (I pity the name.) G. G. H. P. of the Gen. 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Ame
rica, also Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New. 
York.', 

It would amuse· the reader to speculate upon the grand 
deputies and their oppressive titles ; the grand kings, and· 
grand masters, and grand wardens, which, to the number 
of eighteen, fiom eight dift'erent states, follow in column 

• 1'. M. Library, p. !47. a put ot''tbil ~ ii IIUOted, to be re•d ill 
the c:eremllllial of the R. A. clep. 

8 
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after their most excellent, honourable and grand file-leader .. 
The nRDJes ud the titles in capi~als, occupy a page. not· 
withstanding all the abbreviations; e. g. M. E. John Snow, 
G. G. King of the G. G. R. A. C. of the U. S. A.; alao, G .. 
11. Priest of the Grand Chapter of Ohio. Truly, they are 
"stuck o'er with titles" to such a degree, that their worthy 
names are quite overwhelmed with the burden of honours. 

Again. " We, the undersigned, officers of the General 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Ame
rica,. DO APPROVE .urD B.ECOIIIIEND • The True MB.IIOnic 
Chart' as entitled to the use and attention of the craft." 

Here follow their most excellent names, and general 
grand honours, eight inn~ber. 

Again. " Extract from the proceedings of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Connecticut, May, A. L. 
5820. 

"RESOLVED, that this Grand Lodge approve of the Maso
nic Chart published by Brother Jeremy L. Cross, and re
commend it to be· used as a masonic text book. in all the 
lodges working under this jurisdiction. 

" A true copy from the minutes. 
"Attest, • * G. Sec." 

['l'he reader will see the name in the Chart.] 

Still another is given in the original, but enough is here 
to show the authenticity of the work as a masonic record. 

· We will see what it testifies. 
The first twenty-four pages are filled with the emblems 

of Masonry on the three first degrees, all which I haYe the 
honour to understand, and can witness to their general 
harmlessness and moral tendency. Example. A carpenter's 
square in the chart, is thus explained in the Monitor : "It en
ables the artist to form and fashion his works, and teaches us 
symbolically to form and fashion our lives. It is an emblem 
of. morality, and instructs us in that most important moral 
obligation, to do u we would be done unto, and to liYe 
upon \he square with aU mankind." This is all \'ery weD, 
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ifo it did not pretend to be divine; very well for those wtio 
ilike it 4 for myself, I am glad to have been reminded of the 
golden rule by all means ; and, if some find a carpenter's 
~~qu.-e a good means to call it up to their mind, let them 
·paper their walls with squares, and " act honestly upon the 
t~quare," without pretending any mystery in it, any Free 
Masonry in 1t. In that lies the fault. The emblems are 
most of them well enough, considered merely as ·em
blems ; and, although they fail of afFecting deeply the con
science, those who find them good are welcome to them, 
claiming them only as emblemB, and not 18 the mysterious 
characters and dark hiefoglyphics of a divine and " mya
terious science,"-an art "which the first . Masons :re
ceived from God." I say most o( them are well enough, 
for I do not think they all are ; for instance, the explanation 
of the Iamb skin, or white leather apron : it is given thus 
in Hardie'• Monitor, p. 140. · 

"The lmnb has been in ali ages considered as an emblem 
of innocence and of peace. . The Lamb of God tol&o taietA 
away tile Bini of the world, will grant to tl&o8e who put their 
tnut iA him, l&iB peace. He, therefore, who wears the lamb 

· skin as a badge of Masonry, is thereby reminded of that pu
rity of life and conversation, which it is absolutely necessary 
~r them to observe, who expect to be admitted into the 
Grand Lodge above ; where, under the precedency of the 
Grand Master of heaven and earth, they will for ever enjoy 
those pleasures which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard," &c. 
· " This lamb 11M, or wlaite apron, the person initiated is 

told, is more ancient than the golden fleece, or Roman 
eagle, more honourable than the star and garter, or any 
other order which could be~ conferred upon him, then, or at 
any time thereafter, by king, prince, potentate, or any other 
person, except he be. a Mason ; and which every one ought 
to wear with equal honour to himself, and to'the fraternity." 
-Hardie'• Mon. chap. 17. p. 141. 

1 
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A white apron is a very innocent thing in itself, and if one 
ean learn pwuity of life from it, Jet him wear it by night and 
by day. 

But this dispOBition to draw in the Lamb that taketh away 
sin, to the support of Masonry ; and to call Heaven's Ma
jesty by the heathenish names of a secret society ; and to 
aet the . pleuures which God has prepared for those that 
love hUn, before cold moralist. in dam~ aprons, deserves 
reproof; I cannot away with it. The bragging which foJ. 
lows, that this white apron is more honourable than any 
thing in the gift of kings, or princes, or people, is too child
ish to move indignation. 

"Let cozeomt.p,11.11d critieuneer, 
" While - are blithe 11.11d jolly; 

•Letfoa-d..,.. the badp- w.r, 
"We Jaup at all their foUy:O• 

Pralon. Lora. ttl. 17H. p. 300: 

The moral attached to thete emblems, is not often re
hearsed in the lodge; very seldom. How impressively, 
when it is done, let Masons decide. It is a vain attempt 
to feed the immortal mind with chaff for bread ; to incul
cate a never dying hope on the sandy found~tion of self
righteousness ; to prepare men for the retributions of eter
nity~ by the morality of a temporal law, and thus to plant 
itself in the way of the true faith, and to turn men aside 
from the sure hope, the bright realities, and the searching 
doctrines ofthe gospel. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

" Mark you. thll, u..u.io, 
.. The u.n can quote •ipture ror Ida pul'pOIII. 

"All nU 10nl. plOdaoiur hol' witD-, 
" h lilr.e .a villa.in with a llllli1inl cb.6k ; 
" A podly apple, rotten at the heart. 
" 0, what a goodly outside fallebood hath !" 

• 

.Mercia. tf P miu. 
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I coME next to sixteen pages of hieroglyphics iri Royal 
Arch Masonry. These it belongs not to a Master Mason to 
explain ; but their extraordinary character will not sutrer 
me to p888 them unnoticed. The_ tabernacle of the Lord 
built by Moses, and its utensils ; the ark of the covenant and 
its contents; the pot of manna, Aaron's rod that budded,. 
and the two tables of the law ; ihe cherubim . oYer the 
mercy seat; the table of show bread, the altar, the golden 
candlestick, the pot of incenae~ and the pontifical garments, 
conaecrated by the Most High to his own peculiar service 
in the family of Aaron ; conatitute three fifths of the em-
blems in Royal Arch Masonry I , . 

While Masonry: confines itself, as it does for the most 
part in the three first degrees, to compasses, plumb lines, 
setting malls, scythes, bee hives, &c. &c. no fault· can be 
found with the emblems, but ,only with the explanations of 
them ; if such simple tools will preach morality to rational 
creatures, it is harmless at least ; but whell men take the 
things of the Most High, dedicated to his service, and use 
them as emblems of a mystical science, put they what ex
planation upon the emblems they may, the mind revolts 
from the sacrilege. 

Free Masonry is welcome to a trowel and a twenty-four 
inch gauge, or two foot rule ; but not to the holy bible, not 
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H 
to the tabernacle and to the mercy seat, in which the glory 
of the Higliest dwelt, not to the tables of the covenant, not 
to the altar and golden candlestick, not to the consecrated 
garments of the Levitical priesthood, all which she assumes. 
Muonry has, properly, nothing to do with these things ; 
she cannot use them without sacrilege. Masonry may with 
equal justice take for her emblems, the awful representa
tions of the Apocalypse ; the seven trumpets, the seven 
vials, the river of water of life, and the new Jerusalem, and 
the throne of God ! 

Masonry has, properly, nothing to do with any of these 
things ; and to represent it otherwise, is fearful. When 
Mr. Cross, the grand lecturer, gives Moses with his flocks, 
covering his eyes on ~e holy ground before the Lord in the 
bush which burned and consumed not ; and when this em
blem ia sanctioned by the most excellent names of the frn
ternity, the impression conveyed, and intended to be con
veyed, is, that Free Masonry has some interesting conner
ion, to say the least, with that portentous event. • It does 
not become a master to speak as though he knew the se
crets of the Royal Arch ; but it is proper for him to speak 
a.s one who knows the art of which 'be ha.s by proper au
thorities been entitled a master; and as a lawfully consti
tuted master of the art of Free Masonry, I declare my tho
rough conviction~ that Free Masonry has no mor:e legitimate 
connexion with Moses and the burning bush, than it has 
with the seven tnunpets of the Apocalypse; that it has no 
more rightful claim to the tabernacle and its utensils, than 
to the Christian sacraments for emblems. The use of 
common utensils for emblems is harmless, if the thing sig
nified be innocent ; the use of things holy in the same way, 
is an abuse of them not justifiable on any conceivable ex
planation. t 

Therefore it is, that I am indignant to see the Holy of 

• The F. M. LibiVJ quolell the account from Ex. ill. 1--6, to be nad in 
the ceremonial of thw degree. p. !41. 

t P011ibly the higher degrees ll}l&re not the 1acraments : ·the following 
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Holies in the ancient dispensation of the Church, set tbrth 
in dumb show among the common implement& of a me· 
chanic an, as the emblems of a mystical science. Those 
solemn .remembrancers of God's visible presence, and of 
the displays of his righteous judgment& and pardoning'mer
cies, tq the chosen but rebellious sons of Jacob, are gravely 
trifled with, when made to.serve in the worbhop of a Free 
Mason, use them as he may. I cannot endure it, that an in-

. stitution, which, as far as I have known it, is a perfect Tz
KI:L, should endeavour to compensate for its emptineu, by 
wresting the characters of the patriarchs to its support ; 
that an institution which, to the end of the degree it calls 
~:~ublime, is, in my sober judgment, ·very ridiculous, both in 
its rights and ceremonies, should, for the greater sanctity, 
draw into its use in the higher degrees, the most solemn · 
events and sacred furniture of the ancient church. 

When Masonry answers i~, it will be with her life. 
The destruction· of Jerusalem, the plan of Babylon, and 

the maps of those ancient countries, are all free to the fra
ternity. If it can draw wisdom from such emblems, it i, 
well: there is nothing in the sight of a burning city, and 
captive train, &c. &c. that may not' be turned to a good 
account ; so these the Royal Arch may have, together with 
its claw hammer, key, and barn shovel. But that triangle 
of Enoch's, so often presented to view, giving a splendid 
light in the darkness of · the deep arches the moment 

ill uteuitely circulated, and may be genuine Chrietianity to the exalted 
Muon; t.ut to the humble muter, it i• limple bluphemy. Deeeribin( hi• 
a-tiD the higher degreee, one eay• of the latter he had taken: "I be
came a pilgrim, travelled to the awful dome of the K. T. and 1ued for 
admittance. I pined it, trod ·the path• of my Recleemer, drank the bitter 
cup, wu cncified with him, and triumphed over death ud hell." ThU is 
admitted into the preface of the Free MaiOD'I Library, p. 7, 'lri~ marked 
approbation. 

See Webb '• account of the InefFable Degreea, for the MUODic form of 
the SacrameDt of the l!lupper. Pre.ating the bread aud the wiDe to the 
candidate. the Moll Perftd •1• : " Eat of tiU' bread with me, &Del driak 
~ the eame cup," l&c.-Fru NIAifln'• Monittw, New-Y11rk, liiOJ, ~· !& 

• 
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tJae taper was extinguished, and claiming to have a name 
known only to those to whom it is muonieally given ; 
and that name, too, the only true name of Heaven 'a Su
preme,• vitible in the temple in St.lerome'a time, writJen 
in the ancient Efamaritan characters ; that triangle, innocent 
enough in itself, is a very monater in ita pretensions. I do 
not make tJte. Royal Arch welcome to any thing but the 
triangle. I protest with my might against ita having the 
ineffable name, " handed down through successive ages by 
tradition." [p. 19, of this vol.] 

"Ou it m&J be foand what ualtl hifb oar. &me, 
"It riptly deciphered, a mJitioalll&llle." 

Here I take rny leave of the emblems, and open the vo
lume at the first step of Masonry, or" Entered Apprentice's 
Degree." 

What first would catch the attention of a common read
er, is : "A prayer used at the initiation of a candidate." 

" Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe, 
to this our present convention, and grant that this candi
date for Masonry QJay dedic~te and devote his life to thy 
service, and b~come a true and faithful brother among us ! 
Endue him with a competency of thy divine wi1dom,t tlu:rt 
by the secret• of our art, he tnmj be better enabled to dil
play the be.autie1 of holine11, to the honour of thy holy 
name I So mote it be. · Amen. "-Cro11'1 Chart, sec. I. 

Then follows a passage of scripture, to. be rehearsed in 
the ears of the still hoodwinked candidate. 

I believe prayer is a solemn reality, aud God a living Spi-

* See p. 18, of tbit volume. 
1 Hardie'• M011itor, p.IIS, give~~ it thu : " Endue him with a compel.ell

cy of dtj divine wildom, that he may with the 8ICNtl of Free Mucmry, 
be able to unfold the mJiteril!ll of GodUn-." The book of Comtitati0111 
or lltfa.achuettl, rifttthe ame prayer, p. 149, iD the followiq wordl: 
"Eathae him with a competency of thy diviDe wildom, that he mat, with 
the I8Cnta of Free Muonry, be able to anfold the m,.teri11 of Gedlinea" 
The -prayer II foand hi PrestoD, p. 50, iD Ahimu Raou, p. 45, Free 
'!\faiOD'sLibrary, p. liD, F. M. M.p. :rr, Part Jat, chap. 8. 
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rit, that will not be mocked. Prayer is,not an empty form ; 
is not a service operating only upon the heart of the peti
tioner ; but it ascends to one who hears, and will in won· 
derful condescension answer. And how can he who looks 
daily to God for his Spirit, lift up his voice or his supplica
tion, that the great God would endue a youth " with a com
petency of divine wisdom, to enable him, fly the secrets of a 
mgstie art, the better to display the beautiei of holineBB Jl' 
How incongruous the ideas ! that ~he God. of aU Grace 
should be entreated to do a secret service for the benefit of 
Free Mas~nry ! For the honour of His holy name, the 
words of the prayer say ; but, indeed, it does not mean any 
such thing. He that wrote, and whoever uses the ·prayer, 
must know in his own heart, that· the mighty God is not one 
covertly· to honour his own name. Only Free Masonry does 
that. What says Jehovah ro David, his offending servant 1 
" Thou di48t it 1ecretly ; but I wiU do this thing before all 
l81'ael, and before the mn : 1aiJh the Lord." It is mon
strous presumption to entreat God· to honour his own holy 
name by the greater display of the beauties of holiness 
through the .·1ecret1 of a .mystical science! · Indeed, the 
prayer does not mean so 1- but the spirit of it· is-honour 
.Masonry, our secret an: that it may appear in his eyes hal
lowed by prayer and allied to heaven, who kneels now 
blindfolded, ezpectuig something, and who will soon open 
his eyes upon v.anity and disappointment."' 

The propriety of this explanation will appear the more 
striking, when we learn more particularly what the secret 
art ia. I pass over the notice of the working tools of an en
tered apprentice ; of the ornamentS, lights, and jewels of a 
lodge ; brotherly love, relief, and truth ; together with the 

• Prayer trt the making of a Mason. Book or Cons. of Mall. P• 151.
.. Great Architect iD heaven ! Maker and R•der of world• unnumbered ! 
Deip from thJ ce!Bif.ial temple to look down on ua, the work of thy 
hand•: u we are now allout to enlifbten a fellow mortal in Muonry, wilt 
thou enlighten Ul in a knowledge of cliriue truth," &c. 

9 
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four e~al virtues; and take up the charge· of initiation 
U.to the first degree, (20 p. of Mu. Chart.) 

An extract &om the Charge : 
"No iulitvlima aotJI ever raUed 011 a better priaciple, or 

waore .olid formilalion; nor were eYer more excellent rules 
and uaefid maxims laid down, than are inculcated in the 
several masonic lectures. · The~~ ·awl beat of mea, in 
all agu, have been encolll"llgers and proll)ot.ers of the art ; 
and have never deemed it derogatory to their dignity, to 
level ~emselves with the fraternity, exte~d their privileges, 
and patronize their usemblies." 

While Free Muonry thus exalts herself above all the 
forms of government and religion ; above all B)'Btems of 
truth, and maxims of duty ; and freely takes to herself tAe 
greatut and bat of men of all agu, the reader may be 
exercising his imagination to conceive what kind of a re
veiation;or heavenly wonder this secret art must be; but it a 
muter may explain the. above, this is ita meaning : the 
newly entered apprentice is in the greateet danser of aidE.
ening with diagust at the disappointment he bas ~. 
The promises of tAe b~, at leut, had led him to expect, 
that Masonry wu more than an outside show, and that, 
coming inside, h~ would, at the first degree, cateh .-.e 
gliapu• of those cbiU'Dl8 which promise to raYiah the hearts 
of the faithful in the subliine degree of a Muter Mason; 
and, having tak:.; the first degree, he is in the greatest dan
ger of fainting, and of forsaking the lodge, and Free Ma
sonry, for eYer. 

I have known those who did it. To prevent such a cala-

* "m the firlt degree, I pereeiyecl that inappreciable bleaiJIIII were before 
me. &Olemn and utremely important principle. of diYine truth were iDcuJ
cated." Thia ia the II&Die, who in the K. T. dilgree, wu crucified with the 
Lord, and "triumpbetl oYer death and heU."-See 1\u Mtuaru' Librory, 
pre&.ce, p. 6. And let the Gr. Lodfe oCMaryland locik to it. Alao. Free 
Ma-'a Library, p. 16S. 
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mity and reproach11p011 the institution, the mBBter of cer& 

monies is furnished with this pa.rt of the charge, to cheer 
the heart of the newly made brother, to sustain him with a 
10lemn aauranee that tllat which seems to. his young eyes 
to be just n~ is, indeed, the most ancient, and honour
able, and stable, and- pure, and excellen~ and useful institu
tion that ever was formed ; and with the recollection that 
W aabington, and Franklin, and Warren, were members ·of 
the fraternity. . 

Theae things are, to the young bmther,Jike hartshorn to 
a fainting 10W. neceuary and usefUl. He ill revived, and 
goes on, in due time, to the fellow craft's degree, which 
holds out 110mething splendid, and in whioh be hopes, with 
much confidence, to find new and peculiar beauties, as pro
milled. . Let us accompany him. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Containing WI account of the acience& taught by Jt'ree Ma
&onry •. 

.. '~'h., like aa idiot pziag IBl the blook, 
"Weleapahtan,udfUtell.iDthemud."-Ytu~~~. 

Tu Mo•rroa of Col Webb introduces this degree in the 
moet fOrmal manner. I copy &om his work as followa: 

F. M. M.p. 49. chap. 10.-Remarks on the second de-
gree. . 

" Muonry is a progressive science, and is divided into 
cl888e8 or degrees, for the more regular advancement in the 
knowledge of its mysteries. According to the progress we 
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make, we limit or extend our inquiries; and; in proportion 
to our.capacity, we attain to a greater or less degree of 
perfection. 

• " Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch 
of polite learning ; under the veil of its mysteries is com
prehended a regular system of science. Many of its illus
trations, to the confined genius, may appear unimportant; 
but the man of more enlarged· faculties, will perceive them 
to be in the highest degree useful and interesting. To 
please the accompliAhed scholar and ingenious artist, Ma
sonry is wisely planned; and in the investigation of its latent 
doctrines, the philosopher ·and mathematician may expe
rience equal delight and satisfaction." 

An apprentice who would stop with such a bright pros
pect before him, must be exceedingly faithless, especially 
when on the same page it is added : " To exhaust the va
rious subjects of which it treats, would transcend the pow
ers of the brightest genius; still, however, nearer approach
es to perfection may be made, and the man of wisdom will 
not check the progress of his abilities, though the task he 
attempts may at first seem insurmountable ;"t and more, a 
plenty ; but this is enough to lead an apprentice on to the 
degree of fellow craft, and to lead the uninitiated to think 
there is some singular mystery in Free Masonry; and as 
that is what such statements are intended for, we will pro
ceed next to the matter of the degree of fellow crafts, to 
which this is an introduction. 

Here the Monitor, the Manual, the qha.rt, Preston, the 
Book of Constitutions of S. C., and the F. M. Library, 
walk pari pauu in the grandeur of their pretensions. But 
I extract from the Chart. 

After naming a variety of things previously to be explain
ed, one of which is, that " in six days God created the hea-

• Thil il taken fiom Preston, b. 2. 1. 4. and ia copied v¢atim iD tha ' 
Free Muon'• Library, p.165. 

t Webb'• Monitor,chap.lO. p. 50. F. M. Library, pp. 165, 166. 
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vens and the earth, and rested upon the seventh day, th~ 
seventh, therefore, our aracient bretl&ren consecrated as a 
day of rest from their labours;,,. (by which we Jearn whom 
we have to thank for the coosecration of the Sabbath day;) 
the Chart proceeds, page 24, to say : " The next is the doc- . 
trine of the spheres, in the Bcience of astronomy. 

" OF THE GLOBES. 

" The globes are two artifieial spherical bodies, on the 
convex surface of which are represented the co .. tries, 
seas, and various parts of the earth, the face of the hea
vens, the planetary revolutions, and other particulars." Ju
dicious observations follow, explaining the use of the globes. 

" As the five orders of architecture are explained in this 
section, (of the fellow craft's degree,) a brief description of 
them may not be improper. 

" Or ORDER IN ARCBITJ:CTUU. 

" By order in architecture is meant a system of all the 
members, proportions, and ornaments of columns and 
pilasters ; or it is a regular arrangement of the projecting 
parts of a building, which, united with thOse of a column, 
form a beautiful, perfect, and complete whole." 

Then follow Jeamed views of the Origin of bases, and 
capitals of pillars in architecture. 

" The five orders are thus classed : 
" The Tuscan, the Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Compo

site." Here follows a neat and faithful description of each 
of the several orders, giving an account of their origin and 
peculiar characteristics, introducing the terms triglyph, 
frieze, volute, &c. in their proper places, as might be ex
pected in a_ scientific work. 

• Maa.lllanuaJ, p. 170. - the laDle wordl. See Hardie'• Mon. p. 111. 
The- iD Webb'Birl011. p. 45. AIBo F. M. Library, p. 188. 
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• 
The fiye ·sentleS 8re next introduced. Hearing, seeing, 

feeling, Bmel6ng, and tasting. They are each treated in a 
neat and scholar-like manner, With a handsome definition. 
At the conclusion of the notice of feeling, it is added, in a 
dift'erent type, "Tlaue tAree 1eruu, Aearing, 1eeing, (Iff 
feeling, are tiiNf rtmered by Mt~~mu." Add tlllting. 

Without ceremony, the Chart, like the Monitor, the Ma
nual, Preston, and Book of Constitutions of South Caro
lina, &c. passes from the five senses to treat-

" Of the seven liberal· arts and sciences ; which are 
grammar, .rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry," music and 
astronomy." 

This enumeration shows the antiquity of ~asonry; for, 
having always a desire for the best things, as well as the best 
men, of all ages, it undoubtedly clioee the seven most-libe
ral and honourable of the arts and sciences of the age in 
which the selection was made ; and some years have now 
elapsed since, in the estimate of the learned world, natural 
philosophy and chemistry would have found a place aJDong 
the liberal arts and sciences. 

Thia is honourable tQ the antiquity of the institution, 
without reproach to ita discernment; and we are not to in
fer hence, that the study of natural phito.ophy and chemis
try is nealected by the fraternity ; or because these eciences 
have no place of honour in the books of the craft. that, 
therefore, they are omitted in the instructions of the lodge 
room. 

·Each of these seven liberal arts and sciences has a sec
tion devoted to iL " Geometry, the first and noblest of 
sciences, the basi. on which the superstructure of Masonry 
ia erected," reeeives that portion of attention to which its 
superior masonic importance entitles it. 

"oEOIIJ:TBY. (Mm. CAart, p. 31.) 
" Geometry treata of the powers and properties of mapi

tudes in general, where length, breadth, and thicme., are 
considered, from a point to a line, from a line to a super&-
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cies, and from a superficies to a solid.·~ ThiJ ia followed by 
a mathematical definition of a point, a line, a superficies, · 
and· a solid; and by remuks, first, on the advantages of 
geometry, and, again, on the moral advantages of geo
metry. 

I shall conclude this notice of· the Chut on the fellow 
craft's degree, by an extract from the charge. "The Btody 
of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of education which 
tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind, ·is ear
nestly recommended to your consideration; especially the 
science of geometry, which is eatablisbed as the basis of 
our art. G.eot~~etry or Ma.onry, originally l!f7IOJ'!I"'OfU 
ternu, beUag of a divine and moral nature, u enriched IDith 
the mo1t u•efullmm.qledge ; while it pr:cme1 tAe wonderful 
properties of naiure, it dentorutratu tlee -.ore important 
truthl of morality.,. · 

Our P.rofessors of mathematics, and of moral philosophy, 
would seem to be equally interested to bow " the divine 
and moral nature of geometry," which, while it provu the 
wonderful propertiu of nature, demorutrate1 the more im-
portanllndhl of morality.! · 
... This must be one of the mysteries of " the art of finding 
out new arts;". one of the secrets of intrinsic value be
longing to .. the art of Wonderworking, the wey of ,inning 
the facultie of Abrac. "t To demonstrate moral truth by 
geometrical probleiJl&,--(), most wonderful science ! This 
im1pired the J>9Cl when be sung : 

" H~il, mpteriou., glorioll8 1cience! 
" Which to di8cord bidl defiance ! 

" Harmouy &loDe reipl here." 

• F. M. M. P• !!. Hardie'• M011. p. 89. Tumehlll's Mon. p. 189. 
Pftlltoa, p. 61. F. M. L. p.l'l9. 

t Book of CODIL of Mall. p. 19. PIWtoa, b. 3.eec. 1. 
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This is a mystery worth the purchase of fearful oaths of 
secrecy, and nights of anguish to lonely companions. No 
wonder masons know more than other men. • Well may 
Mr. Hardie "brieJgllltJ, tAat Maonrg u the ieg-atone to 
al{ other arl8 and •cie1tce1." (p. 189.) And now we are 
prepared to believe, that, " of all the societies which have 
contributed to the propagation of knowledge, the society 
of Free Masons has been, and ever will be, the most con
spicuous. ''1 The raptures of poetry are suitable to the 
theme: 

" Aria, and I!Ound tby trumpet, Fame ; 
" Free .MIUIODlJ aloud proclaim, 

" To realm• and world• uolmowtl : 
" Tell them 'twu lhu great DaYid'• .an, 
"The wiae, tbe ma~ Bolomou, 

"Prillllllfar abotJc,J&U tl!rt~M." · 

" Many persons are deluded by their vague supposition 
that our mysteries and the practices es~ablished among us 
are merely nominal, and that our ceremonies might be 
adopted, or waived at pleasure."-[ Free M. Mon. p. 19. 
Prelton, b. I. sec. 4.] They must be deluded, indeed, 
who suppose so, having once meditated upon the wonder
ful stores of knowledge unfolded in the fellow craft's de
gree ; and, above all, this att of arts, the finding out of 
moral truth by geometrical problems! Assuredly, "Ma
sonry is an art equally useful arid eXtensive. Without an 
assiduous application to the various subjects of which it 
treats, no person can be sufficiently acquainted with its 
true value."~F. M. Mon. p. 21. .Pruton, b. 2. sec. 1.] 

In this 1econd degree of Masonry, •• practice and theory 
join in qualifying the industrious craftsman to share the . 
pleesures which an advancement in the art must necessa-

• Book of Coal. or .M ... p. 19. Pre.ton, b. 3. •• 1. 
t Hardie'l Mcmitor, p. 118, and Ahlman Rezon. 
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·rily afford. He gradually familiarizes his mind to useful. 
instruction, and is soon enabled to investigate truths of the 
ubnost concern." [F. ~1. Mon. p. 51. Pruton, b. 2. s. 4.] 
Add to this, that " the creation of the world is described to 
him, and many particulars ~it~, all of which have been 
cuefully preserved among Masons, and transmitted from 
one age to another by oral· tradition." [F. M. Mon. p. 53. 
•' The very enemies of Masonry must own, that it is the 
most· renowned· sOciety that . ever was, is now, or perhaptt 
ever will be, in the world ;" [Hardie, p. 79. Al&itnan JU. 
zon, p. ll.] and assent to the justice of the foDowing po
etic description of the art : 

"Hail, mighty &It! hail, gracious gift of heaYa! 
" To aid m&DkiDd, by .our Creator given." 

HIJI'tlie, p. 79.-Allo, Ahiaa .Ram, pp. 11, J.t, 

The remainder of. the lines, to the number of 80 or 100, 
are in the same spirit, and can be spued without loss; or 
they are suc;cinctly expressed in the following extract from 
Hardie, p. 339. 

"Thy trumpet, Fa.me, yet louder blo1r, 
16 And let the diftaDt regio1111 bo1r, 

" Free MIIIIOJII'Y ia thia : 
"Almightg fNdom gau illlirth, 
"Wlrik wirtlomjizttlil here on earth, 

"A t.we of future btu..""' 

'fhat the world do not see how Free Ma8onry is a type 
of future bliss, ought to be no wonder ; it is enough if the 
initiated can do that. 

Now, kind reader, with such a. tedious array of learning in 
the manuals of Free Masonry, authorized by the highest 

*'" Q'ai Bnium non odit, .met tua C&l'llliDa :Mam: 
" At4{ue idem junpt YUlJ*, et mulgeat hircol. "-Yilz"il. 

"Tha IIUD8 good -would join · 
" Dog· foxes in tho yoke; would lhear the 111riue."-..9r,-wl"lo 

10 
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namet in the fraternity ; with such a parade of orden of 
arehiteet~, of the globes, of the five eenses, and of the 
seven liberal arts and ~eiencee ; together with the claim tlaat 
the acienee of MUonry is the acieoee of nature, the undu
standing of the mysteries thereof, &c. [ .Booi .of Oou. of 
.Mau. p. 16. Prutoa, b. 3. s. 1. and Hanlie, p. 203.] 
would you. not expect on entering a lodge, to find a BChool 
of acienee and. of the arts 1 Would you not expect to see 
aome of tile appuatua, by which aew t.rvtlu are ~ 
mad~ eve atlikd Co tile old 1 [Booi of Oau. 
of Maa. p. 121.) Would you not expect to receive lec
tures upon these subjects, perhaps, ia tile univermllaltguoge 
of Ma.on~, [F. M. Library, p. 11. Boolcof Oou.of Ma~a. 
p. 20. Prutore, b. 3. s. 1.] whic:h should diecoYer to you 
the glories of BCience, and give you the clearest under
standing of the operations of nature 1 If you should, (and 
I see not how you can help it,) that is juat what is 
wanted. · 

These scientific appearances are set out, on purpose to 
make men believe that Free M8..801U'f has actual fellowship 
with the sciences. But the sciences are never taentimuJ 
within the walls of a lodge. I neither have eeeu nor heard 
in all my acquaintanee with the lodges, the explanation or 
illuatration of any the least principle of science. It cannot 
be; lodges are for Free Masonry ; and BChools and coDe
gee are for the sciences. 

Free Masonry does not, and cannot meddle with them: 
the folly lies in pretending to do it ; which pretence is car
ried to a prodi@ious extent, in order that men may think 
ii has some spark of reality. 

" Ta prima DUM caput altum in proelia tollit, 
" o.tenditqae hamer01 !atoll, altern&41ue jactat., 
" Brachia ,...........,et ftlberat ic&ihua aaru. "-Y"tl!iJ . 

._ Hill brawny back aud ample breut be lbow1, 
. " Hialiftecl arm aroUDd hill Jae.cl he tJaron. 

A.ucl cleallin w:bil&lillcairhiuuaply blowL"-D~. 
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Such are the solemn and certified pretensions of the se
cond degree of Masonry. That they are ludicrous is 
plainly their own fauJL ·They stand here in the origin a{ 

and authorized colours of the ~atemity. • 

,. * See uy Manual ofFnle ..._,, UDder the bead Fellow Craft .. De
pee. Tumebill'a, W~'a, c.->., aDd Hanlie'a, llamiU J ConatitutioM 
of SOuth Carolin&; Free Muon'• Library; Pn.toa'• (Grand Muter of 
the Lodp of Antiquity, Loudon) mumatiOIUI of Free MaiiOill')', are e&ch 
aad allftiiPOIIIible, with daeir CCIIIliiMI1den, for the 'riew. hen given of thAI 
.ecoacl d~gn~~~ ol Free Mammy. 

" What! all tiU parade ofleamblg hollow and flal.- ?" Hollow u the 
pYe, cl-.r reader; a dream ia IDleam reality eompared to it. 

" And pn Uld leamed u.a attend &be lodJ- ~" Ay, that ie a tact. 
Tbey give themRIY• DO trouble about the clairJIII ofMuoni'J' in coonwon 
with tile a:icmcell, for theylmow them to be fahle; they pay no aUention to 
them; they forget that •uch claW. are indeed made. But the more ipo
l'Ult do DOt·-., dae cl.u. to be Allie, aDd -... them ~lemaly pablillhed 
with the mp.t muonio ADCtiOIUI, do ud mut belien them to be true; 
IUld they do IIIIPJIC*t that ifthey ~tho le&J'Diar of the learned, they 
llhould lmow the ci.W. to be lnle; wbereae, they would know tho rovei'IMI, 
that DO fabric of the imagination ia more villionary. 

" Ill it poable ?" 
'So far ill the ltllow craft'l depee &out po • ·ar the ieanled int«lllt at

trihted te it in the boob, that it ia 11Diverullylmown uu1 aclmpwledpl 
UDOIII tlle craft to be the dalllllt and drilllt of the three c111p1111 ; and the 
ll01'ice ia uniformly ...tamed under ibl entire emptio-, with the bright 
prOipeCt of the mblime myeteria. of the muter .. d8fJ'IIII, ,vbich .ia ue:rt Jw. 
tbnlaim. 

Reader, uk any ..._ which ill the IDOJt intereJtioc of the three -. 
1111111? IUlll if he -peeta no deiip in you, he will reply~ tlle tbinL Which 
iathe (ni'J' intereltiug, 110 doubt, but) '-1 interelting of the three? Surely 
he will ~ply, the 18Cond, or fellow craft'•· 
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CHAPTER XIII. . 

Free Mcuonry'• Plea for the Practice of DUiimulatitm. 

" Je ne puiB mo nl10udre a mentir; je no .W. pu Cyprian; et je ne aau
rmdile que je lo auiB .... -Telnnczqm, liv. 3. 

HAVING exhibited the preceding pages to the careful in
spection of Masons distinguished for talent, for knowledge, 
for love of truth, and for their attachment to Masonry, 
they individually return it, without an objection to it• accu
racy ana folelity to the tnlth. 

To one I make grateful acknowledgments for suggesting 
the erasure of a few expressions unnecessarily condemna
tory, and hope, ori a second perusal of the work, that he 
will find not a word justly offensive to the man who hates 
evety false way. Others noticed certain points, which, at 
first, might seem to admit of correction in the facts or infe
. rences ; but they did not insist upqn one after hearing a 
word of explanation, or suffering the latter pages to illus-
trate the former. . 

And yet, these gentlemen, though asunder, coincide in 
expressing a doubt, whether so extensive, and honourable, 
and useful a society, may not better be amended than dis
carded. "It has a prodigious influence," they say," which, 
properly directed by virtuous men, will be, as it has been, 
productive of much good ; when, if abandoned by the 

* I cannot determine to lir : I am not 11 Cyprian ; and I know not how 
to say tba\ I am. 
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wise, it will become an instrument of much evil in the 
hands of the unjust. nt< 

· In reply, I beg pardon of the friends of Masonry for 
doubting whether an institution truly described in the pre
ceding pages, can fairly be said to be productive of much 
good. The good seeming to flow froto it, is not its own, 
and will not perish with Free Masonry. In the hands of 
good men it is made W!eful ; in the hands of bad men it is 
mischievous. The good would do more good without it, 
and . the bad will not be strengthened by the retiring of the 
virtuous. 

But, to make the argument short, every reason which 
occun, or has been offered, for the continued !!Upport of an 
institution justly described in the preceding pages, is equally 
applicable to prove that we may do evil, if good will come ; 
and this all good men will pronounce to be heresy in a fear
ful sense. 

Masonry is that boasting thing already described, and on 
all the ground over which we have passed, it cannot be de
nied, th!lt its great boasting is empty and vain ; it is not 
supported by the truth, neither can it be. This is an evil ; 
the most inveterate must allow that this is an evil which has 
only one palliation, m. that it makes men reverence a use
ful institution ; it is allowed and practised very commonly . 
with this apology alone, "that it'helps to uphold an insti
tution inculcating diVine maxims, and leading to righteous
ness and peace ; " a little evil done to effect a great goOd. 
So our deceived parent Eve : 

" Here grows tbe cure of all ; this fruit divine, 
" Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste, 
" Of virtue to make wise.'' 

* " Men have grown so bad, that we cannot make them come to us, but 
we must go to them ; othenrile they will forn.lr.e us, they will grow wol'IO, 
they will~ entirely eorrupted."-P111thcll'• Juuil. 
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She sought for an increase of knowledge. To this good 
end she could ·attain by one act of disobedience. It was 
lll'gUed: 

--..JA Wall God U... hill inl 
" For 1111ch a petty trelp .. : and not praile 
" Rather your da.untl- virtU&, whom the pain 
.. or death dtiDOiliiCed, (whataYer ~ death he.) 
" Detened nqt &om achimag what mipt lead 
"To happier Iii&-!" 

• 

This plea prevailed then, and furnishes now the only 
mode of re&soning by which the astonishing pretensions of 
Free Masonry can be endured for a moment. All the in
telligent gentlemen, members of the society, know in their 
hearta, that the claims of Masonry are enormous, and 
without good foundation ; unworthy to be upheld for the 
truth's sake, and deserving instant desertion and exposure, 
were it not for the benefit they procure to this ancient and 
honourable society. They reason as Narbal does with Te
lemaebus. "Ce mensonge, Telemaque, Ii'a rien que ne 
soit innocent: les Dieux memes ne peuvent le condamner: 
il ne fait aucnne mal a penonne. Vous poussez trop loin 
l'amour de Ia vertue, et Ja cniinte de blesser Ia religion.,._ 
~~~,liv.3. . 

If I may be pardoned, this is precisely the strain of reason
ing punned by the friends of Free Masonry. And in the 
words of the same excellent author, I reply; " II suffit que le 
mensonge soit mensonge pour ne pas etre digne d'un bomme 
qui parle en presenee des Dieux, et qui doit tout a Ia verite. 
Celui qui blesae Ia v~rite offense les Dieux, et se blesse 

* Thill fil•hood. Telemacbua, • fjllit.e innoo.at; the Gocla them8amlll 
cannot --.a it; it injiii'W no man ; JOil carry too far U.lo" of.irtu~ 
and the f~ ol WOUIMiiq' religioa. 
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soimeme, car iJ parle contre sa conscience. "•-Telerlfaque, 
liv. 3. 

ThiS subject is easy in itself, bot exceedingly difficult in 
tile opposition it meets. Having been induced to join the 
fraternity, by the solemn and reiterated claims of Free Ma
sonry to peculiar exoenence; and a most ancient origin, I 
am compelled either to countenance its claims by silenee, 
while others proclaim them ; or to reply ~th rea.son. To 
countenance them, is to take a part of the responsibility for 
their truth, and to reply is singular. For their truth, I can 
be in no degree responsible; and have no way left but to be 
singular. Telemachus refused "sauver sa vie par an men
songe, "t and many generations have applauded the Areh
bishop Fenelon for this stern integrity of his hero. I will 
not consent to uphold Free Masonry by means which an 
honourable man scorns for the saving of his life. Truth is 
worth every thing besides ; why sacrifice it upon the shrine 
of Free Masonry 1 That Free Masonry reqUires the sacri
fice, is proof enough that it is unworthy of the countenance 
it receives. 

While in the midst of these reflections, a Mason, of some 
twenty degrees elevation, gathering from report the tenor 
of the writer's Views of the M011 Ancient Institution, lays 
upon the table the "American Masonic Record. Albany, 
Octo 13, 1827 :" . the first page coveted ;with " Extracts of an 
Oration, delivered before the Grand Lodge of the State of 
Rhode Island, at Pawtucket, at the celebratio.h of the na
tivity of SL John the Baptist, June 25,1827. By" [I pity the 
name.] The object of my e.la.lted brother, was to correct 
mistaken impressions of the dignity and usefulness of Free 
Masonry; saying, as he handed it, " I reollg umh you tDould 

• It illfiiDougb that a· lie is a lis, to make it unworthy of'& maa who 
- II)MI&b in the p-c:e o(God, aad who owe~ every thinjr to the wth. Be 

who wouda the truth, cdl'eada God, and 11'011Dclll billlll8lf; for he .,.U. 
apiul bia coDalieDce. 

t To ave hw lite by a lie. 
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read tlwt ' How little calculated that was for his faithful 
purJ)ose, the ~ader may judge from the following extract, 
taken from the first-column of the paper. 

" Within our 9WD time, mysterious Wscriptions and cJJ. 
racters have been found among the rubbish of eastern cities, 
over whose iuins more than forty cerituries have rolled, which 
called forth the wonder of the curious, and puzzled the most 
leamed and scrutinizing antiquary, and which none have yet . 
been found rompetent to decipher, save tlwle who are 
versed in Ike higher orders of MaJJonry. 

" On thuemouldering ruiu and relic. of ancient grandeur, 
the Ma.wn ga%u with awful veneration, and holds corwerse 
wit/& the spirit of other agu, wl&ile he re.ads on.every fiW88Y 

.tone, rmd dilapidated wall, those mystic chronicles, long since 
forgotten in traditimt, and lost in I&Utory." 

" Pilcium et 111DD111& genu haesit ubno." 
Har.Ode2. 

The filhllll were tangled in the tops of the b'ees! 

This matter must rest on the authority of the orator, • as 
it belongs to the higher degrees, with which I claim only a 
kindred acquaintance; but to put its bare face in the light, let 
us observe, that " ruins over which more than forty centu
ries have rolled," are within fifty years of the building of 
Babel, according toLe Sage. "Chronicles" of that period, 
are rare ; and if they contained but the name of the archi
tect~ or of the reigning prince, or the date of the structure, 
they would be invaluable. It would not endanger the mys
teries of the fraternity, to lend a few minor circumstan'ces of 
thiS sort to the learned world, and to furnish the curious 
with the names of the founders of the pyramids, and with 

* " Cui Pudor, et JutitiiiiJOrOr· 
"' lacorrupt& Fides, nudaque veritas, 
(\ Quando unum invenient parem." 

Har. Otle24. · 
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an account of the particular structure of the labyrinth, &c. 
&c. would redound to the amazing honour of Free Masonry. 
But the mole will have the eyes of the lynx before Free Ma
IOIU'}' enables her pupil " to hold convene with tle IJ1irit of 
other tJKflll• .while he ret.IIU on every f!WIBY 1tmae, ragstic. 
cltrmtit:lu," &c. No; I greatly fear that she, who in the 
three first degreea, boldly contradicts the truth for her own 
praise, is, through Mr. S., ~aking, in the higher degrees, a 
vigorous etfort, by deceit and falsehood, to sustain her repu
tatioo. 

I can neither bear nor read such claims advanced in a 
public 88861Dbly before the highest dignitaries of Free Ma
sonry, andpubliahed in the official records of the fraterni
ty, without revolting from all participation in the deed ; 
I will be no accessary either before or after the act. 

" Why 1-what hurt do they do 1" 
It is poesible, becawle it is true, that enlightened .and good 

men seriowdy put and BODletimes urge thill question. I 
answer, as to a friend, that these pretellliona are edge t<>?ls• 
with which it is daJ18Crous to play; fables which, though 
they deeeiTe not the learned, do miserably impose on the 
mQititude ; at best, white lies, which the judicious Paley de
clares are apt to lead to thoee of a darker hue. 

But they do the hurt that positive and reiterated asser
tions of the weightiest import ever do, when entirely 
groundle&B, or sustained only by some concealed catch, or 
double entf!Jidre. They destroy•eonfidence. Though they 
may not openly defy the truth, they attempt to elude it. 
" Free Masonry is as old as the creation," being tmtlentood to 
mean, that the peculiar features of the institution are so old ; 
but only meaniniJ, that charity and good fellowillip are of 
that ap. "Noah, and Moees, and Soloman, were Masons;" 
meaaiog that they were good and scientific men, r»ho ,.,_ 
~ the eredion of fa.oru BtnldflreB; but verily 
understood to mean, that these men belonged to the Ma-
80Die craft. " John the Baptist and John the Ev8J18elist 
were Masons;" beW, understood as the &bo!e, but meari-

11 
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ing a little different ; that, as distinguished builders in the 
· ehurch, they were architects of a nobler nature, and are call
ed Masom, by a figure of speech, as statesmen are called 
Pillar•; Pillars of ·State. So Noah and John were build
ers, the one of the ark, the other, in the gospel; and are 
called Masons, and F,.ee Masom, on this ground alone. 

Truth is of a -character too sacred to be trifled with after 
this manner. Such pretensions do harm; they are an ex
ample of prevarication, which, followed in youth, leads to 
baser falsehood in old age. They corrupt the confiding 
temper of the young; they harden the vicious heart ; they 
tempt the tyro in deception; "men do these things," ex
claims his passion, "and yet are good and great." The~· 

defile the land. 
When I look around, and behold the political lies told for 

the salvation of the country, which is depending on the 
el~tion of a favourite candidate ; the lies of bargain and 
sale, told for the accumulation of what is necessary to put 
evrry man his family above the reach of want; the lies of 
se;mdal greedily caught up and circulated, that no a.riato
cracy of virtue may be allowed to establish itself in this 
republican community ; and know that the Lodges per
vade the land, and that Masonry is warranted and justified 
in doing what is severely condemned in the others mention
ed, I cannot doubt that her example goes far to encourage 
in men this disposition to glorify a false God for the attain
ment of their several purposes, and for the gratification of 
their ardent desires. 

What privilege has Masonry to trifle with the truth, that 
Is not common to all? . What the brother, to trifle for the 
benefit of virtue and Masonry, which will not warrant him 
in the like for virtue and _his country ? for virtue and him-

•. self-for his pelf, for his party ? I(, to advance virtue and 
Ma8onry, one may say, that "Masonry the first Masons re
ceived from God," [Book of Com. p. 19.] then may one 
for the support of his own purse and family, cry in the 
market, " this is a good horsP." whif~h is blind of hoth 
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eyes: ··this is a sound horse," which has the hea,·es. And 
such a merchant 'may BUpport himSelf, as Free Masonrr 
supports herself, thus : " the sound horse u sound. in limtJ. 
~ough not in wind ; and the blind horse u good-for ne
thing." 

I ain ashamed to present, with a serious air, equiv\r 
cations so ~ntemptible ; but no other coUJSe is left. If the 
preteDSions of Masonry are other than equivocations, they 
are of a darker hue, and most be met by flat contradiction ; 
but as brethren with whom I have the honour to converse, 
choose to maintain them on the ground of white lies, harm
less deceit, pious frauds, I meet them .on that ·groWKl ; 
meet them eeriously, and urge, that if a Mason may say, 
" Masonry ~eludes within its circle almost every branch of 
polite learning ; under the veil of its mysteries is compre· 
bended a regular system of science;" [Mon. chap. 10. p. 
50; alto, Prutma, book 2, see. 4, and l'ree Mason'• Li
brary, p. 165, the same words.] then may ·any man say, 
" Benedict Arnold is a pattern of patriotism ; "IU'tJOided only, 
that if an hopest man say it, he has. some honourable pur
pose to attain. This is. a terrible mistake in morals; mak
ing a good end justify unholy means; makiug virtue ad
vance by -the help of vi~; the ·majesty of heuen honour
ed ·by disobedience to the command, "thou shalt not bear 
false witneaJ ;" the truth of God advanced by ·our false
hood. The gOod gained under this system of discipline,. 
will IIW'ely be ever like that acquired by its first wretched 
disciple, who in her shame replied : "Tht? eerpent ~ed 
me,· and I did eat., 

We are short-sighted creatures, and may not presume to 
do wrong in the assurance of its glorifYing the Mighty One 
of Jacob; and what is Free Masonry that we should do it 
for her! "The happiness of the world is the concern of 
him who is the· Lord and the "Proprietor of it: 'nor do we 
know what we are' about when we endeavour to promote 
the good of mankind in any ways, but those which he has 
rlirected, that is, in all ways not contrary to veracity mtd 

. I 
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jtutice. "* And what is Free Muomy, that teaches men 
to promote the good of mankiltd in ways contrary to 
veracity? 

I will not feat to show her mtchu, to expoee her trea
cherous memory, to point out her discrepancies, to 
set her prevarications in the light, to burden her with her 
own tales, and to overwhelm her with the multitude of 
her own splendid decorations and ludicroua pretensio01. 
What is she, that &be ahould be feared t Her followen 
are men, and she herself is Jess; them I will loYe, but not 
Free Masonry. Masomy is to the troth, what Mahomet is 
to the Messiah; and though it may be dangerous to IBJ it 
in a mosque, ud surrounded by turbaned Turb, it is ne
vertheless true, that the Arabian prophet wu Ul impostor. 
Observe Aira a moment. 

" Hit system was accommodated to the condition of a 
mingled population, compOIIed of Pagans, JeWI, and nomi
nal Christians. By complimenting Abraham and Moses, 
he beguiled the Je-W; by eonoodiug to thf? Saviour the rank 
of a prophet, he llednced the degeoende Christian," and by 
a &eosual paradise, he &eeured the Pagan. · 

"So the first love" of a Muon is· here, "the handmaid 
and BBBistant" of the Christian religion, the iofallible wit
ness of the fall of man, the del~J8e, the· reaurreCtion and 
the Trinity; in Asia she gives her heart and her hand alike 
to Mahomet, and · to Fo, and to Vishnu ; she courts the 
Mandarin; the Cadi, and the Brahmin, with the IBDle flat
tery of the Koran and the Shuter, which ahe JaYishes upon 

· the Bible in Christendom : she claim& Moees and the I. 
raeJit.es, the EYangelist John and CbriatiaJJI, Zoroaster and 
the worshippera of fire, Plato and the wonhippera of the 
Saturnian dynasty, Zopholet and the wonhippera of cats, 
call'es, and crocodiles, the Druida of Britain and Gaul, · 
the Turb and the Savages ; md. promiees them ~ and 

J 
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all, ~ good men and .Muons, a welcome admittance into 
the Grand Lodge above, with the hope of a bl~ immor
tality. 

"We hope With pod OODII:ieDCe tohe&ven to clinab, 
"And give Peter the~IM grip, and 1M ft&ta." 

A/aimcln &.on. 

If Mahomet published any imposttire more fatal 'than 
this, I aJJl ignorant of it ; if any thing in nature is more in
consistent than this, I am ignorant of it ; and if thia is not 
Free Maaonry, I iUn ignorant ofF~ Masonry. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Giving &fmte accou11t of tl1e sulemn Ceremonies, tuui ~ublitTU'! 
· Word of a ~laster Mason. 

" To one theu I did straight apply 
" Who wu a Muon Free, 

" And told biln plain, ' I wW! to pin 
" ' The arl of frla110nry.' "--SOrJg. 

" Jlail,IICCJ'ot art, by Hoann designed 
" To cultivate and c:heer the miod; 
" Thy aeerebl are to all unknown, 
" But Ma110ns jusl- and true &llllile." 

I HAVE not done with Fr~ Masonry ; nor can I promise, 
in further discussing the subject, to lay the manuscript be
fore impartial brethren. Hitherto its veracity hiUI been ap
proved by them after sufficient time for Jl careful perusal. 

. ) 
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Having established a character for fidelity to truth, which 
escapes a mistake in point of fact, I have confidence in the 
public to present the manuscript to my countrymen. Let 
them judge. 

The writer grows bold with Free Masonry, now he on· 
, derstan«Js iL At first, thinking it might have in itself re

deeming qualities unknown to the Master Mason, he fore
bore to censure much that was doubted. But having deep- -
Jy investigated its history, its character, its claims, and its 
services, .he fears not to offend the less informed by frank 
declarations of truth, unqualified wiih a single doubt of 
Free Masonry's containing a valuable mystery ; any thing 
not revealed to all mankind. 

He has not gathered,, neither will he gather, reproaches 
against the institution from the foes of F~;:ee Ma8onry. His 
quotations have been, 'and shall be, from approved maso
nic writers ; from treatises sanctioned by the masonic repu
tation of their authors, and by the seal and recQmmenda
tio~ of the grand lodges and grand chapters, and by the 
signatures of most illustrious Free Masons. 

He does not select extrav~t masonic writers; he quotes 
none unless they are sanctioned by the highest authorities of 
Free Masonry. No, no; the 24th of Jun-e orations, though 
published by the request of the lodges, are not of-his choice 
touched ; neither the endless variety of vain-glorious pre
tensions which float in vulgar breath throughout the land. 
The standard treatises of the craft, its · books of constitu
tions, its universal manuals, its renowned essays and histo
ries, are his chief authorities. Title and page is given, that 
all may see to their satisfaction. And, what is singular, 
every such work coming to hand is quoted here, and the 
reader may know that Free Masonry furnishes no treatise 
without inimitable impressions of her own folly stamped 
upon its whimsical pages; no, not one. 

New Free Matton's Monitor, p. 157.-" Of the MtUter 
Matton's Order." 

·• Of tlie three first orders of Masonry. viz. the l'~terPfl 
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Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason, the 
latter is by fur the most sacred and solemn. 

" By the apprentice's order is implied the first know
ledge of the God of nature in the earliest age of man. By 
the craftsman's order, reference is had to the Mosaic lega
tion, ~d Solomon's temple at Jerusalem; as also to the 
light tDhich men received for the discovery of the dimne ~Dis
dam by geometrical solutilm8; but the order of Master Ma
sons is analogous to a dispensation which is by far more 
perfect and sublime.,. (See, also, Smitla '• MMonry, p. 3.1. 
and Htttchinson, pp. 7.ll. and 13.) 

·• Three principalltepl in our ladder tbere be, 
" A mystery to all but tothotlll tha.tare Free." 

.4himlm Ruon, p. 123. 

The three degree!! of Mason.ry are figurative, then, of 
three gracious diSpensations; the one, that before the flood ; · 
another, the Mosaic; and ll third, the Christian· dispensa-
tion! · 

This " light which men received for the discovery of the 
divine wisdom by GEOMETRICAL SOLUTIONS," is a great se
cret! Truly, " MaBonry is the key-atone to all qther arts 
and sciences." (New Mon. 189.) 

" The initiation into the two first orders is attended with 
rites of great solemnity ; but those attached to the third 
degree are calculated to leave a far more lasting impres
sion on the mind, than those which belong to either of. the 
prccedi'ng. During the performance of these last ceremo
nies, of which none but those admitted to the degree of 
Master Mason can have any conception, the soul is struck 

* " The knowledge of the God of Nature forms the lim estate of our 
profeasion ; the woi'Ship of the Deity undBI' the iewiab Ia w ia described in 
the-w lltage of Masonry; and the Cbriatian diapenation ia distinguished 
in thelut andltigftut ttrd"T."-Hvfcltiflfti'II'ISp . .ltlat. p. 17. 

' I 
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with reverence, and all the spiritual faculties are called 
forth to worship and adoration. 

" This order is, therefore, a positive contradiction of those 
who know not God, and gives the most irrefragable proof 
of the resurrection of the body;"" even by main strength 
raising upon his feet one who makes believe dead ! 0, 
illustrious proof! worthy of the art ; " whyche beeth the 
skylle of nature, the undentandynge of the myghte that is 
therein, and its &ondrye workynge8." (Book of 00718. p. 
16. Premm, b. 3. sec. 1. F. M. L. p.10.) 

Those ceremonies, of which the stranger "can luJve no 
conception, and which call forth the Bpiritual fcu:ultie• to 
adoration and praile," relate to an exhibition as nearly al
lied to tragedy, as the mock heroic is to epic poetry. Both 
the Monitor and the Chart give the following account of 
this matter : " this section recites the historical traditions of 
the order, and presents to view a finished picture of the 
utmost consequen((e to the fraternity. It exemplifies an 
instance_ of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, unpatalleled 
in the history of man." (Chart, p. 36. F. M. L. p. 184. 
F. M. M. part1, chap. 9.) 

What is this unparalleled instance of virtue, fortitude, and 
integrity 1 No more than is represented by . the Candi
date's dying in tragedia, rather than give up the Master's 
word ; which word, 0 Free Masonry ! has not yet been 
intrusted to him, and which, when he gets it, proves not to 
be the word be died to save, but a BUb&titute. 

This would~ be a very ridiculous affair, were it not solem
nized by funereal extracta from the Holy Scriptures, (Eccles. 
xii. 1-7,) always relid on this occasion. 

" Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no ple~ure in them. 

---- -------------------------------------
* New F. M. Monitor, p. 158. 
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•· While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or d1e stars, 
be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain ~ 

" In the day when the keepers of the house shall trem
ble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the 
grinders shall cease because they are few, and those that 
look out of the windows be darkened,. 

" And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the 
sonnd of the grinding is low ; and he shall rise up at the 
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music shall be 
brought low : Also when they shall be afraid of that which 
is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree 
shall flourish, and the grasshopper be a burthen, and desire 
shall Cail ; because man goeth to his long home, and the 
mourners go about the streets: . 

"Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl 
be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the 
whool broken at the cistern : then shall the dust return to 
the earth as it was, and the spirit unto God who gave ii." 

Then i.i aaid the following prayer, found alike in the Mo
nitor, (p.· 74.) and in the Chart, (p. 36.) (Manual, p. 144. 
F. M. L. p. 8'2.) and given in most Masonic works, as used 
in making a Master Mason. 

" Thou, 0 God I knowest our down sitting and up rising, 
and understandest our thought afar oft Shield and defend 
us from the evil attempts of our enemies, and support us 
under the trials and afflictions we are destined to endure, 
while travelling through this vale of tears. Man that is 
born of a woman is of few days and full of t~uble. He 
cometh forth u a flower and is cut down, he fteeth also as 
a shadow and contmueth not. Seeing his days are deter
mined, the number of his months is with thee, thou hast 

·appointed his bounds that he cannot pass ; turn from him 
that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his day. For 
there is hope of a tree if it be cut down, that it will sprout 
again, and that the tendel- branch thereof will not cease. 
But man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up the 
ghost. and where is he 1 As the watel'!l fail. and the flood 

·~ 
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decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down, and riseth not 
up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, 0 Lord ! have 
compassion on the children of thy creation, administer 
them comfort in time of trouble, and save them with an 
everlasting salvation. 

" So mote it be. Amen." 
Considering that he who is to act the part of martyr, is 

made to kneel and hear this prayer without the possibility 
of knowing what is on either hand, or what is next to fol
low, one cannot help believing that the ghostly complexion 
of this solemn invocation, together with the extracts," then 
shall the dust return to the dust," &c. is intended to make 
~e candidate expect true horrors; to prepare his mind to 
meet the grim messenger in person. A~d there lie& the 
&aud. Say to him : ... the Scripture and the prayer are only 
a part of the solemn farce;" and he would not be imposed 
upon; but to pray over him seriously, and to kill him farci
cally, is so mixing things dissimilar, that the novice is con
founded and imposed upon; he knows not what to make oftt. 

"Dum trepiclat, animus hue illoe impellitur." 

But not so with Him who is solemnly invoked as " under
Btanding our thought afar off." God is a spirit not to be 
mocked with impunity. His holy word is made to take 
a part in this ridiculous far<;e ; his holy name is profaned in 
the hypocritical service; is repeatedly taken in vain. 

The" representation," following the prayer, is called" a 
recitation of the historical tradition of the order;" a true 
account of events which happened ai the buildiDg of Solo
mon 's temple, important to be known, md known only to 
the Master Mason. I have some objections to its. truth, 
drawn from its own inconsistency. 

" "Thirty-six hundred ancient Masters were employed 
in building the temple;" how were these Masters without 

• Bee p. !4, of this volume. 
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the Muter's word? (I speak to the initiated ;) and if they 
had the Master's word, why did the ruffians assault the 
GraJul Maner, to obtain what they would more likely,and 
with less hazard, wriog from any of the 3,600, than from 
the widow's son. 

This is an important argument to show the falsity of 
the tradition. All the Manuals of Free Masonry, in illus
trating the mark master's degree, say, "that men of thiB 
degree at the erection of Solomon's temple, were enabled, 
without difficulty, to ascertain who was the faulty workman, 
in case any defect appeared in the work." 

Masoos are never mark masters until after being made 
masters. And if there were masters and mark masters at 
the building or the temple, and superintending the work, 
what was their sign, token, grip and word 1 And what be
comes of the reiterated declaration, that Solomon and the 
Hiranl.s were at that time the only Maater1 in the world 1 
We have 3,600 masters, and an unknown number of mark 
masters ;--and none but the three possessed of the master's 
word; &c. ! As the Inspector General declares : 

" Nil fb.it unquam 
.. Sic impar llibi." 

Never was any thing so contradictory. 
Suppose there were 3,600 ancient masters besid«:B mark 

masters, as masonic tradition informs ; and that the ruf
fians passed by them to assault the Grand Master ; the fint 
ruffian struck him with the working tool of an entered ap
prentice, on the sign of the apprentice's obligation ;• the se
cond, with the working tool of a fellow craft, gave his blow 
on the sign of the fellow craft's obligation; and the third 
gave his blow with the master's mall, and neither struck • 
twice, though death ensued. Add to this, that masonic 
tradition informs us, that these transactions happened at the 
East door, the South, and the Wut door of the temple; 
and that there was no door at the North, for a given reason. 

With respect to the doof'!f, " The Sovereign Grand In-
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spector General," (it is a mortal's name,) "Sublime Grand 
Master of the degree of Perfection," in South Carolina, Dr. 
Frederic Daleho, deigns to enlighten us of the blue degrees, 
with the following significant assurQJJCes : " In the histori· 
cal part of the -- • degree, it is generally said, that the 
[•.•]t • .. .. • .. ' 0 • • • 

• • r· ,.] placed themselves at the east, west, and 
south gates of the temple, and that there was no door on 
the north, for reasons which are given." • • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

• • • • • • "' "This, my 
brethren, is another error ; there was a gate on the north 
side of the temple,t but none on the west, because the S. 
S. was built there."§ 

Now, I would not betray the secret; but these blanks of 
the sublime master's leaving are chiefly for show. Those 
not filled in the margin are false blanks and stars, inserted 
for the better effect. 

" The present IJlnster's word of the ancient Masons, is 
to be found in no language that ever was used. It is, in 
fact, not a word, but merely a jumble of letters forming a 
sound without meaning. The manner in which the pris
tine word was lost, and the particular situation in which 
another was substituted, is too well known to you all for me 
to repeat. The 'first expressions of the fellow crafts, ac
cording to the system of the ancient Masons~ were two 
Hebrew words, highly significant, and appropriate to the 
melancholy occasion. From the corruption of these the 
present word is formed. 

" The word of the Free and Accepted Masons is riearly 
in the same situation. Like the ancient Mason's, it is a 
word without meaning. It is the initials or acrostic of a 
Hebrew sentence, which is elegantly illustrative of the dis-

• Muter's. t Three fellow crafW. 
;t See Ezekiel, ch.p. ,·iii, ? Dalcho's Orations, p. ~. 
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ooTery which was made by ·the fellow crafts.,· (Daldao, 

P· 23.) 
j:Juch is the famous secret word of a Master MillOn in its 

. emptineu of meaoing, in its being a mere jumble of IIOUilds, 
aa every muter know• ; that it is such BB Dr. Dalcho de
scribes, in its Hebrew original, and is a con-uptioA of words 
'which do mean somethiug, I am no Hebrew to confirm or 
deny. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Tlce RuJit;ml, or FeUow Crafts; and Dr. JJakho'• Opinim1 
of the ~uter's Degree. 

" To all who Muomy dapiae 
.. Thill eouu.l I "-tow: 

" Dcia't ridicule, it you. are wi8e, 
"A eec:retyoadoo'tkoow."~&.R. 

Suow1NO the inconsistencies of this tradition, I take up 
the circumstance leading to the adoption· of a substitute 
for the loSt word, and the facts " which give irrefragable 
proof of the resurrection of the body.',.-N~M Free Mait. 
Mon. p.l58. 

The resurrection of the deceased candidate is represent
ed with some variations, but when it is made with three dif
ferent grips, these are the gripe of the three blue degrees, 
folloWing each other in their OrdJ'r ; and, first, the skin mils, 

• " The Muter Muon rep,_la a III&D UDder the Chriltiul doctriDe 
and from tho gran of iniquity, and rai8ed to the faith or l&lvatiaa."
HutcAUuora, p. 114. 



THE RUFFIANS. 

and, afterwards, the ftesh, and then the li011'• par1J (I apeak 
'to the initiated,) brings about a most singular embrace of 
the corrupted corpse fourteen or fifteen days buried, "brei!Jit 
to breast, hand to back, and mouth to ear," with him giv
ing the raising grip ; when these circumstances, so ab
horrent to truth, BQd.to each other, are represented to have 
actoally occurr~ in the case of the Grand Master Solo
mon, credulity revolts, our indignation rises at the mock 
gravity of the idle tale ; a tale which, if true, were worth
less, and deserves no comment here, except as a thing self-
exposed, to the credit of Free Masonry. · 

The circumstances of finding the ruffians, or fellow 
crafts, are artificial. The pursuers, only twelve in number, 
depart in triplets, east, west, north, and south, and return 
without success; threatened with death il they fail, they alone 
depart in triplets as before. The ruffians in a cavern are 
overheard with horrid imprecations, " Oh I that my throat 
had been cut aCI'OIIS I" " Oh I that my heart had been 
tom from my naked left b~ !" " Oh! that my body 
had been severed in two !" And " the wise, the matchles.~J 
Solomon," awarded to each his own imprecated desttuction, 
with horrible circumstances bown to the fraternity ! 

It is cruel, unnatural, and, I may add, false. No men, 
hardened in crime, were ever found together in a gloomy 
cavern repenting aloud over their transgressions, and re
proaching tl&etuelDa in set terms for their folly. •• Grief 

. seeks to be alone~ and to VCJ~t its feelings in secret." They 
would separate, repenting; or, if together, they would be 
found reproaching, not each himsel( as masonic tradition 
says they were, but each the other, of the guilt. But if they 
were together in a gloomy cavern, repenting, as represent
ed, it is wholly incredible that they should have been so 
particular in their imprecatiou, and yet so varimu ; tliat 
each should have preferred a claim to death under circum
stances much more horrid and minute than I have repeated, 
without having the manner of one, similar to that of the 
other, in any one ~aterial point ! 
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I am interested in this part Of the subject, because it is 
this part which is said to give IUblinaity to the master's 
depee; because this is the·boasted history of events taking 
place at the building of the temple, which is important to 
be known, which the scriptures do not record, and which 
is carefully treasured in the fai~ breasts of Free Masons. 
But it ~ not history ; it is a contrivance of the imagination, 
no better calculated to gain credit in the reflecting mind, 
than the fable of Cadmus and the dragba. 

" L<mgo caput utulit IUlUo 
.. Caeruleua llllrpeDII, horrendaq11811ibil& mi8it. "-Ovid. 

The dragon slain, hill teeth sown, armed men sprout up 
with BVJord and spear. 

I am happy to find in the Sublime Master of the degree 
of Perfection, and Sovereign Inspector General; Dr. Dal
cho, an able supporter of my views. He, from his high 
throne in the East, pronounces the words " ridiculous" and 
•• false," in connexion with the traditions and ceremonies of 
this degree, in a way worth noticing. 

"In the Master's degree, there is another inconsistency. 
The candidate is told that he represents Hiram Abi1f, a 
man of the greatest masonic knowledge, and from who~ 
no secret of the craft was hid. Yet a word is demanded 
of him, of which he has no knowledge. The person whom 
he represents, had the mystic word, but how can the candi
date give what he never had 1 [A second Daniel come to 
judgment !] It certainly is an insult -to his feelings, as it 
makes him appear ridiculous; for it ·sometimes happens, 
that \le blWlders upon one which excites laughter, and the 
solemnity of the occasion is thereby destroyed.,., 

•• In the Master's degree, the cer~monies of initiation are 
designed to represent the circumstances which took place ,.. 

• D&kho'• Oration, p. ~. 
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iD the temple, when our much respected Muter 
~ . . . . ~ 

• 
" (The paragraph which is here omitted, related to a ri

diculous, and highly improper ceremony, univenally ob
served at the initiation of a Blue- Muter, and for which the 
most trifting re&SODtl are given.") Bravo I go on, Dr.; go 
on. (p. 27.) K Another circumstance, my brethren, I beg 
.leave to recall to your recollection. It is the sprig of cas
sia, as it is generally termed in our lodges, where we speak 
of its strong scent, &c. Cassia, my brethren, did not 
grow about Jerusalem.'' 

" From these and many other errors which have unfor-
tunately crept into the Blue degrees . " (p. 29.) 

" In short, aU the errors which have unfortunately crept 
into the Blue degrees--." (p. 31.) 

The two last paragraphs are quoted to show that this 
great Ma~on, to whom even the Royal Arch are only as 
grasshoppers, speaks familiarly and repeatedly of the "ma
ny errors which have unfortunately crept into the Blue de
grees." What follows is still more to my purpose. 

[Dalcho'• Orationl, p. 43.] "I have delivered to you 
such reflections as have occuned to me on the principles 
of the Masonic degrees. I have called in quesiion the va
lidity of a number of circumstances, which I could 'not es
tablish satisfactorily to my own mind. That a story has 
been related, in one way, for a hundred years past, is not 
alone sufficient to stamp it with truth ; it must carry on the 
face of it, the appearance of probability ; and if it is a sub
ject which can be tried by evidence of authentic history, 
and by just reasoning from establist.cd data, it will never be 
received by an enlightened mind on the ipse dixit of any one. 

" I candidly confess, my respectable brethren, that I feel 
a very great degree of embarrassment, while I am relating 
to a minister of God's Holy Word, or to any other gentle
man of science, a •tory founded on the grNsut error~ of 
~ age•; errors, telaicA tltey can prooe to tae to be 
meA, from th~ fQCN!I(/. pages of Holy Writ, and ,{rota pro-
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faa /tUtory, "'""- by IUD of ~ ad ,zen,.; tJitli 
tlat, too, in a-,.,_ after I lulve aote.aly preflllf!IIC«llia& 
to 61 -.iGblc IJ'td.U, fla'ea 6g tlw.t &ei!J Bible ~ tD/Iid& I 
lurce receiMl tAeir ohli~. ,, 

The author informs us in a note, that at the time of de
livering this oration, he wu Mater of Symbolic Lodge, No. 
8, South Carolina. He, as Master of the lodge, was caD
eel at every initiation of a brother, to repeat to him this tra
dition of the third degree, so much accounted of by the 
Monitor and Chart, and ordinary Ma8Qns ; and he candid
ly confesses : ~'I feel a v.ery great degree .of embarrass
ment, while I am relating to a minister or GOd's Holy 
Word, or to any other ge,ntleman of science, a story found
ed on the grOIBCSt errors or accumulated ages ; errors 
which they can prove to me to be such in a mi7uae after I 
have IOleanly prOT&OUaeed tAem to ·be undeniable trutb, 
even by that very Bible on which l have received their obli-
gation." ' 

"A IICCOnd Dauiel e«Qe to judfJineot·l ~.Jew!" 
It is my purpoee largely to introcloce the Orations 

of Qr. Daleho, Smereign Inspector General, at a more ad
vanced stage of the work; when it will appear that his Ma
sonic knowledge, eonsequeQce, and authority, is sufficient 
to eclipse that 9f the MOnitor, Chart, and, perhaps, the 
Book of Constitutiooa, put together. He i_s too honest to 
solemaly prono.nce, dtlaoat ~.as undoubted
ly true, what an intelligent gentleman can in one minute af. 
ter prove to be false I All om Masters of lodges do not 
know 110 mnch as Dr. Di.lcho. and so assert " the gr088e8t 
erron" frata 1M enlightened. Eat, with unshaken confi
dence in their truth. Dr. Dalcho loves Masonry, and I 
make one more eltraet here for the benefit of the conclu
ding period. 

"Masonry is a subject for which I feel the highest ve~ 
ration. I have bestowed on it much time and attenti«;Rl9 

pd &om the correct information which I have obtained 
1l'om the sublime degrees, my laboUrB have been amply re-

13 
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warded. Aa tDell .WAf toe ~ tltat tlae ... ,...,. 
rorllld. de eclrfA, i1uread of de Mrtla rOfllttl tlae ... , ,. to 
belieee in all de incongruiliut IOAicA At.a2e hem ~ to 
Mtuon3 int!ae 8ywtbolic Degree. (tlae ~)" 

" • Nil Ali& uiiClaaiD 
" • '1"am ~-!~Her.,. , 

DakllfJ'• ~ 44. 

I disclaim all sympathy with Mr. Dalcho in his veneration 
for Masonry. What correct in(onoation the sublime de
grees may doni to satisty·for "the gross erron and in
congr:uities" of. Masonry within the lodges, I leave it for the 
exalted to say; but that we might as well believe the sun 
travels round the earth, as ·to believe the incongruities 
taught in the blue degrees, ia perfectly within the sphere of 
my acquaintance, and is entitled to full ~L t 

"Jalodfwl han been, 
" Aad all their llipllhan-; 
:' :S.& wlla& tbeJ are Ia- _,WI, 
" TheJ ldllJ in my breu& tll&ll dwell."....,._~ . . 

• The Dr.'• Horace reada, TUD diqar; that in 'ISlJ haDd8, Sic~· 
The ~il;v w aot equal to that of lhe blue defr-. 

t It ia fai~ to beu both .uta " The lhird deple aiiOrclecl a rWi trea
-of theeretic&l .bel pncliaalmonlity, eabtiDf the CIUldiclaae to ...-m 
the imap of t.be dmae • ~· 11111'111011Dl·IY8IJ dillicalty, ad -.18 t.be 
IDOIIDt of God." Tha Grasacl Lodp of' MuylaDd., by the J'rw .Ma.l\ .. 
tdhrary, PfU.c:e, p. 6. . 



LODGE WORK. 

CHAPTER XVI. · 

.. ..,.DOt imp Na . 
"Bat ... tbe~~-·tbe polllld. 
"llay-.a aa8b.J, aapa~aajlllllto .. ·..-lut., 
"Aa Aupo; eveniiO ui&y ~o 
.. Ia.Ubia ~. c:llancta, titJ., ilrml, ' 
"Be aaaftlb 'rillaia; WU..e it.royal pam.. 
"1/uv-. .v u..,._.:-bat he»-. 
.. Bad l.m~--w ~."-J6rda.f(r:CA1«. 

Tn degree of M8110Dlf now. undel' conaideration, de
serYee all the· aUention we caD. afford it, as the utmoet limit 
of ~t Masomy, 88 the highest step of all British Ma
IIOIU'f; and 88 the IUIDmit of the system Within the. lodges. 
Noae of the 2000 lodpJ-u our land, no fiaternity of Bri· 
tisb M880D8 ever do, or cao, open On a higher than the thircl 
degree. H these degrees be empty of all truth, then are 
the lodge& empty ; I attempt to prove no more. 

Four fifths of the muooic bodies of our COllDtl'f ~ 
locJcee ; and tour fifths of our Masons never pa88 the IJUUio 

ter's degree; in some places more, iD others less. Be.ides, 
none reach the .u6li.e degrees without puting through the 
barren waste ol the lodges; 1l8d they of the chapters and 
eneampments are no more delighted with their. aecreta, 
and dilcoveries, and myneries, than y9ur masters ~ with 
thein. 

Both the blue and IUbliuae ID88terlleelll, to their .interion, 
to belong to th't sort of men : 

.. Will. ...... 
" Do cream udlllalltlai lib a.t&luliq pool, 
"ADd clo a wi!ftll~...uia, 
"Aa wbo lboaWay,l-BirONde, 
II Aftlf-.,.1 .. ..,..,. ,.,,~ .... "1 
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Their very silence is a wonderful mystery to ·the simple ; 
and knowing the full weight of this importance in the Mu
ter Mason, the writer CllDJlOl attadr any increased value to it 
in the higher delfeea. But his peculiar business is with the 
lodges; of them be ia "CCmpetent to_ speak ; with them he 
rears not to enga«e; reared by a pretended Solomon, they 
lDBY be deltined w fall before a true man without a n&.Ole. 
Let them threaten, in the 1¥oJds of a great master: " TAe 
~of~~ u not a common vmegMRee; 
it i6 1M Aidtle7t ~ of tDrath :n shall truth ·give back f 

· " The vengeance of secret IIOcieties ia an ir,rec(1Rcilable ven
ponee, and ~ eeer .lou it cecue the purltlit of its 
uictiru until it Atu IUft tAem itremolated." . 

The writer has been educated in a sehool teaching the 
fear of God, and not the fear of ~cret societies. It is too 
late to intiQUdate with high &Ounding words, or with dark 
inainuatioos, or with ·the e1fective operatioll8 of coJnmittees 
of safety. The public are awake- upon this subject, and 
they will see it thoroughly sifted. Before boasting of their 
"victinu," the invincibles may be ~ht the le1!180n in hard 
battle leameci : 

" When Satan firat knew paiD, 
"And wrilhod him to &lld rro convolv~ ;" 

trha* no weapon can P'evail against trut~ • no wvering of 
fraud can resist the attack of truth: 

" Bat the nord 
" Of Michael from~ armory or God ' 
"Wu given him, tempered 80, that lieither keen 
" Nor eolid might l'lllriBt that odg9." ' · 

Solomon is the reputed author of the present" organiza
tion of Masonry in the lodges, and of Masonry in the 
chapters too ; but since this latter is above me in degree, 
and still above me in comprehension, (for the difficulty of 
conceiving how an order,founded on the destruction and 
rebuilding of the temple, could have been organized in any 
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shape four hundred yean and opwarda, ~ that .destruc
tion was achieved:) I _confine my remarks to tbe bmer, to 
Muonry in the lodges, and will draw fiom the iaeoapuities 
o( the aystem -~ fwther arpmeats to prove dlat King 
Solomon knew ·ao more of Free Maumy than dicl ·his fa. 
ther, ·Kill3 David. 

I pre.ont the leadiiJ« thofl8hts ·whiela folloW, tOr the conai
deratioD of the inYiacib&e. of free IIMomy, the·&Joat hearted 
111pporten of her patne88, the mea Dl8de dimtliPted by 
the apleodoar of her p,riee, hoping that even· they will see, 
and feel, and.confeu the force of trutt., ud the aheurdity of 
attempting to support a fabric so th~roughly rotten in all its 
tim be I'll. 

What is the tradition 1 That Solomon and the two Hi
rams often retired to the secret vault of the temple for the 
study of Masoniy. · 

How coUld this be 1 The King of Tyre had a great go
vernment at home to manll@8; he could not apend his 
months at Jerusalem, probably not res. than 130 miles dis
tant; and poet coaches. did not iun on the roads of Galilee 
in that day; nor ·have kings been in the habit or visiting 
foreign parts without. a retinue, which fo~bids rapidity of 
motion: he could not go up, then, to lodge meetings at Je
rusalem, if t/&ey Md hem """"worthy of hitJ attelltlance. 

How this aft"air is to be accommodated I know not ; let 
the reader decide. 

Suppolle it to be granted, however, that by the help of 
some wiahing cap, belonging to " the art . of foresaying 
things,"• King Hiram was often present at the meetings in 
the secret vault. Suppose the three in lodge, King Hiram 
in the north, King Solomon· in the WeRt, and the third in the 
north east. 

"Begin." 
.. you begin., 

* F. M. Library, p. 11. Book or ConstitutioDIJ, p. 19. Preltou, b. 3 . 
.. 1. 

. 
• 

.. 
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" What ought a Mason mQBt to guard againit 1" 
" Cowens." 
" You will do your duty." 
(Hereupon Hiram of Tyre is abeerlt a 1JeUOO.) 
" Most worshipful, the lodge is duly tylad." 
" In what manner 1" 
"By a good lock on the outer door, key on tlle inside." 
(4s there were no Master M880DB in the world hilt these 

three, • .we will not feign any names for other WJUBl parts 
in the cereJDonies of modem lodges.) 

" Where is the place of the youngest man in the lodce 1" 
" In the northeast, worshipful." 
" What are you there for, brother 1" 
".The better to .-atcb the morning dawn, to call the men 

up early, and set them at w~, that the king may be 
pleased with the progress of Masonry." 

~· Your brother's place here 1" 
" In the north, most worshipful." 
" Your duty in the north, brother 1" 
" As the Aurora borealis shines out of the north, to tell 

of the night which overshadows the earth, 80 stand l .in the 
noJ1h to be close by my brother in the northeast." 

" Has the king a fixed plaee in the lodge 1'' 
" He has.. "t 
" Please tell me where 1" 
" In the west, brother." 
" Wh!U is his office in the weat ?" 
.. As my brother stands m the northeast tQ observe the 

m~ming dawn, 80 stands -the king in the west to watch the 
departure of tWilight, to put the men to bed as they come 
from work, having given them their suppers," 

* Such ia the preni1ing form of the tradition. 

t .. Behold, .. the III1D in the eut doth &rile, 
" The muter the workmeo and hireliJir emplO)'II, 
" Tbe wllllt and the 10uth their Uliatuace impart, 
" T' embelliab the fabric, anclltn!Dfthea the art." 
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" Glorioa craft, which fil'ell the miDd, 
" Sw.t with harmODy aad love. 
" SUI8ly thou wert finlt dMiped 
" A fOratute of the joy. abcml. ~ . 

100 

The MIUI9n will say, " Pshaw I pshaw ! all this was con
trived by Solomon, for the benefit of after generations, and 
not for his own use. They had no regular lodge of the 
modem kind until after the decease of one of the trio ; then 
others were admitted, IUld these ceremonies were !ldopted." 

Here observe the injustice of imputing to the wilut man 
the erection of the seuseless fabric of Free Masonry. Its . 
insignificant frivolity is unworthy of the meanest talents ; 
and to cover its entire emptiness, or deep depravity, it takes ' 
Solomon for its author; thua (whether seuselesa or de
praved) putting contempt upon the character of Solomon, 
aDd upon the holy records in which his writings are found. 

I am far from saying \he1:'6 kings occupied the time pre
ciaelyin the maimer above mentioned; but I do·say ,that with
out occupying it in aome such way, I know not, as Muter 
Maaona, what they tDere about. They bad too much real 
business on their bands to come often together, and bandy 
words to and fro ; and, except this, th«:y could do nothms 
peculiar to Free M880111')' ; therefore masonic tradition em 
in saying they often retired to the aecret vault, &c. 

But aoon death interrupted their sweet intercourse, IUld 
~ their plana. For the particulars of this inelan
choly eveat, we are solely indebt~ to the perfect recollec
-tions of Free M880DB for .one hundred sueceaaive ~a
tiona; the extreme difficulty· of the thing only enbaneell 
our high estimate of its value. 
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CHAPTER. XVII. 

7'he lngloriofU Death of our Grariil Master, Hiram Ab!ff: 

" 0 DeN-- I DelclemoDa! ne.d? 
" Dead f-Oh! Oh! Oh !"-oiWo. 

lT is well known, that at the time we speak of, only 
three Muter Mll80il8 blessed the earth; (the 3600 ancient 
masters and mark masters, being but a part of the ric a.. 
par ribi, are not wanted now;) to these three alone the . 
master's word was known. I think there were 80,000 fel· 
low crafts employed upon the temple; my brethren will 
correct me if I am wrong. Certain of the&e took the bold 
resolution of extorting from the third man under the whole 
heavens, a man of piety, mercy, and integrity, what' did not 
belong to them ; and these daring ones were stimulated to 
the nefarious deed by the fear of not regularly re<lei'Ving 
the pay and emolwnents of muters after leaving Jerusatem 
to travel in foreign parts. 

Their leading motive at first appears singular; they eOuJd 
not find means to be contented with a pay inferior to that 
of princes I And how did they propMe to secure that pay? 
Being about to travel in f~ign parts, they thought to 
make sure of master's pay, could they but obtain the RlBII· 

ter's word ; that ineffable word that lrad bee11 handed tloum 
through mcceasive agu by tradition, and fD(U iiill m8ible in 
the temple in the time St. Jermn.e Jlouriahed; the Shibboleth 
of Free Muonry, that blazed' out upon the tri~gle in the 
dark vault, so soon as the man's lamp wu extinguished. A 

· wonderful name, known only to Solomon and the two Hi
rams ; and yet it would help the fellow crafts travelling into 
foreign parts, to obtain master's wages r This is truly Free 
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Masonry; the: art of finding new arts, and the way of win
ning the faculty of Abrac." 

With what think men excited by so high an aim, and 
bent on the dangerous enterprise of violently extorting 
from the grand master this precious word, would arm them
selves 1 Surely with a two foot rule ! and a carpenter's 
square ! and a common mallet I 

They probably knew not how to use weapons of war; 
and, it being a premeditated assassination, time might have 
been lost in learning their use I swords and dirks are not 
mentioned among the utensils of that, age; so, as David 
met the champion of Gath with his shepherd's sling, they, 
with the implements of their art, hit the grand master, 
after shaking him heartily, over the back, or breast, or head, 
as it suilect them, one blow each, and he died ;-verily, as the 
fool dies, so died our grand master! 

Without striking a blow, without making a struggle, with
out lifting a hand, without raising the least outcry, at noon 
day, (thy tradition is faithful, 0, Free Masonry I) in the 
midst of king Solomon's temple, our Grand Master feD he
neath the single and deadly stroke of a rule, a square, and 
a mallet, laid on by three of his menials t• What a won
der I The Master of" the art of foresaying things," did not 
foresee his danger; the master of " the art of wonder-work
ing," did not even draw a magic circle ; the master of " the 
way of winning the faculty of Abrac," did not utter a sylla
ble of magic, did not spit one mouthful of fire, did not make 
the slightest attempt to conjure a spirit to his rescue : but, 
alas ! forgetful of all his masonic defences, he died ; he 
basely died ! 

Why did not this man of authority rebuke with authori
ty the foUy of the fellow crafts 1 Morgan could say, in his 
last moments, " If you take my life, it will be more iRjury 
to you tlum oil I can write or •ay ;" and there was the force 

• Reader, this ill faithful to the tradition, howenr the tradition m&f be 
to the truth. 

14 
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of truth in that appeal ; but the Grand Master had better 
been mum, than answer as he did in the weakne1s of his fear. 

Yet this answer, (oot lawftll for me to repeat,) which is 
too simple for a feliow craft to have given under revened 
circumBtances, which is only an bumble entreaty to the ruf. 
fians, begging them to wait a time with patience, and tU

pire to perfection by good worlf, the Grand Master gave• 
(no doubt the Masonic account is correct,) tlree tilraes 
.ucceuiu~, wit/una variation. 

" Sic, lie juvat ire mb umbru." 

Bo, eveu 10, it plealled him to die. 

Why did be not utter one groaq in "the unive... lan
guage of M8.80118 7" 

Surely that would have restored their senses, and their 
reverence for the Moat :t:xcellent Grand Muter. A short 
speech in that tongue might have calmed their fierce Bpi
rita. He was very much to blame fur neglecting aU his 
~eans of defence. A.b, why not try " the facultie oft· 
Abrac," "the art of wonder-working," "and exhibit the 
power of the masonic word." Why did not he take up 
110111e impleJDent of masonry, and parry a blow, if he could 
not strike one 1 

T-he ruffians set upon him, not in a compwty, but BinBJy, 
and gave him ample time to bethink .bimaclf between their 
several asaaultB ; but be, not having in mind " the art of 
foresaying thinp to come,"" was surprised, " as if a man 
did flee &om a lion and a bear met him," and flying under 
the atroke ofthe carpenter's square, be attempted to eB· 

cape by the Wut,t where no door was, and feU Wider the 
blow of the mallet: when, at the Nortla, there was a door, 
and no ndliwt on that side of the temple! How faithful 

"'Book of CoMtitutiou,p.lll. F. M. L. p. 11. 
i I wim to be YerJ preci.e iu the lllatement of facta; and u there i8 & di

nnity in the traclitiou with nlllp8Ct to the door at which Hir&m AbiB' fiiU. 
it_, be proper to Rate, that "Jacbia &ad Bou" mieahed the writer'• 
memory oa thiB topic., · 
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are thy traditions, 0 Free Masonry! And this is the exhi
bition of " au instance of virtde, fortitude, and integrity, 
unparalleled in the history of mao." ( ~VtJMmic Clulrl.) 
.. An instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, seldom 
equaJJed. and never excelled, in the history of man !" (MM. 
Monitor.) 

" Hail. apterioul hail, priou M.-uy! 
" That make~~ ua eYer great and free. "-F . .M. L. p. 3iit.. 

The manner of first receiving the master's grip, and the 
accompanying five points of fellowship, is easily recoUected 
by every master mason ; and when it is considered that the 
first performers of this singular ceremony, were no less 
persons than Solomon, king of Israel, and the corp«e of a 
man now 14 or 15 days dead, a corpse so far changed tllat 
the fellow crafts who opened the grave were compelled, 011 

first coming to the body, to give a Bignificant sign of its mor
tified state, the most credulous must see that the tradition 
smells of falsehood, and is utterly shocking to common 
sense. 

" Mortua quin etiam junrbat corpora vivi&, 
.. Compone1111 manibueque man1111, atAJue onln111 ora 
"Compluuin maero."-&"- •iii . .a&. 

"The liviug and the dead, at hill command, 
.. w- coupled face to fllce, and hand to baad. "-Dr~. 

Yet it has been repeated for years, and will be repeated 
for years to come, by men of understanding, to curious 
novices, with perfect gravity, and with solemn and reitera
ted "assurances of its undeniable truth !"• It may, how
ever, be hoped there will in future be some choking, when 
they give to the candidate the lion's paw . and the jive 
poinu of feUotoship. 

Such are the" incongruities" of the historical tradition 
belonging to the mblime degree of nuuter nuuon; enough, 
it must be confessed, to justify the " embarrassment" of our 

• Dalcho, p. 44. 

., 
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"Sovereign Inspector General;" while he, as master 
ef a lodge, might be relating it " to a minister of the 
holy word, or to any other gentleman of science;'' enough 
to justify his honest exclamation, " As well might we be
lieve that the nm trtmeZ. rotntd the earth, imtead of the 
earth around the nm, as to believe in aU the incongruities 
which have been (and are) taught to masons in the symbo
lic degrees." 

--"Nil fuit unquam 
" Sic impar aibi." 

Never was any thing so contradictory. (Dalcho'• Ora
tiom, p. 55.) 

Thus I have treated of different topics in the most im
portant, and only important tradition of masonry within 
the lodges, in the order they have occurred, and not in the 
order of their relation or accidence ; for I would not seem 
unnecessarily to 8ay any thing, by which the empty tales 
and pretended mysteries of the order should be, in propria 
per•ona, exhibited to view ; and this, not for the sake of 
vain masonry, but for the sake of those obligations, which, 
blindfold, were taken, and ought to be kept with the eyes 
open. Masons who recollect the story, will, with little 
labour, understand these comments, and easily yield to 
their accuracy and fidelity. 

But suppose every idle word of this "story, founded on 
the grossest errors of accumulated ages,"• were history, 
what would the whole be worth, brother 1 · The sitting up 
of nights to learn 1 the monthly assembling to repeat 1 the 
laughable simplicity to admire 1 Children have a play per
formed by the repetition of fearful words with the eyes 
shut in a lonely room, which has an effect a thousand times 
more impressive than, not to say this tradition, but than all 
the jargon of the mblime degree put together. 

* Bov. IDB. Geu. Dr. Dalcho,&c. 
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Old pudfather py-beard, 
Without tooth or tongue, &c • 

. But suppose the tale, entire, or in one of its parts, were 
as true as that the earth revolves round the sun, what is it 
worth 1 We have seen its total want of ingenuity in the 
contrivance, and of wit in the result ; it is no better calcu
lated to excite deep emotions, than the palsy to animate the 
dying frame ; its efforts to be solemn are too shallow to 
affect the heart of a child; and, altogether, it is like to the 
ancient master's word, which, in the language of our SoYe-
' reign Grand Inspector General, " is, in fact, not a word, but 
merely a jumble of letters forming a sound without mean
ing." (Dolcho's Ora. p. 22.) 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

" Pray, where are your toot., 
" Your line and pliiJDb rulea ~ 

" Each man to his work let him at&nd, boy@ ; 
" Work solid and llllrll, 
" Upright and 118CUJ'e, 

.. And your building bemre will beatrcmg, boys.'" 

HAviNG completed an examination of the several degrees 
of Masonry within · the lodges, in relation to their preten
sions individually, I propose now to review them collec
tively. 

The three degrees are emblematic of three divine dispen
sations of grace, the Antediluvian, the Mosaic, and the 
Christian. (NeuJ Mon- Smith, 4- Hutchimon.) 

" The first degree inculcates the religion of naturP., th.l} 
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existence of a God, and our duty to him, and to our fellow 
men.~' Its moral lessons are generally excellent in their 
selection, and plain in their application. All their excel
lence, however, is as free of Masonry as the cloak is free of . 
the back it covers ; it forms no part of the man, nor does 
the character of the wearer affect the value of the cloak. 
Masonry has adopted many perfect rules of conduct ; but 
they will live when she is dead ; they will feel no pang when 
she expires. . 

The mockery of truth and Heaven, by the prayer found 
in the Book of Constitutions, and Monitor, and Chart, as 
already quoted; which is found also in Calcott's Disquisi
tions, p. 199. " Endue him with divine wisdom, that he 
may, with the secrets of Masonry, be able to unfold the 
mysteries of Godliness and Christianity ; , found also in the 
Masonic Manual, p. 137., is a presumptuous and deceitful 
supplication, as every novice does seriously fear by the end 
of the first lodge night. 

But, bid on all hands to smother his fears, and to advance 
to the BUblime degree of a Master Mason,• before he in
dulges his disappointment, the candidate becomes a fellow 
craft. 
. This is the degree which treats of the five senses, the fi\'c 
orders of architecture, and the seven liberal arts and sci
ences, if we can believe the testimony of the Chart, Moni
tors of all descriptions, Manual of Muonry from p. 169. to 
189., and Preston 62. to 7'J., and Book of Cons. S. C. p. 62. 
to 85., and F. M. Library, 165. to 180.; and contains espe
cially, that singular art of discovering divine truth by geo
metriealsolutions. (Nert~ Mon. p. 157.} 

Summing up the particulars taught in this degree, Mr. 
Preston gravely adds : "Besides a complete theory of phi
losophy and physics, this lecture contains a regular system 

"'. Thia i8 the co~n term amoDfiiiUODic authon for the third depee. 
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of science, demonstrated on the clearest principles, and e. 
tablished on the firmest foundation.,. 

Morals in the first degree, physics, and all the arts and 
sciences, in the second, or fellow craft's degree, history 
alone is left for the muter's degree; and Masonry, being 
"wisely planned to pleaae the accomplished scholar," 
(Mon., Preston cf Co.) in this degree, "recites the tradi
tions of the order, and preeents to view a finished picture 
of the ntmost consequence to the fraternity;" viz. that " in-

- stance of virtue, fortitude and integrity" exhibited in the 
death of Hiram Abift: 

All this is done in the three first degrees, it would seem, 
by the words of these masonic authors; what is left for the 
remaining degrees to teach ? We have the mark muter's 
next ; suppose that teaches " the universal language which 
sunived the confusion of Shinar, (i.e. Babel,) and, to our 
great consolation, has been 'handed down to posterity."t 
(Hutchinson's Sp. of Masonry, p. 6. and 131.) 

The alphabet of this strange tongue would be enough, 
perhaps, for the mark degree ; and as even that is not 
taught in the lodges, it would seem inexcusable to post-
pone it longer. . 

The past master's degree may teach the grammar of the 
same tongue. The most excellent masters will t.nmslate a 
little, the royal arch will pursue the BBJDe study for aught 
I see, in the waat of something else to do, and the royal 

• Book m Cout. S. C. p. 85. F. M. Library, p. 1'18. -.me worcla. 
t .. Traditioa wollld clemv down the doctn- of our int paNDtll with 

tbe almo.t truiJa aad certaiaty, wb.il8t the ADtecliluYiau mjoyed tbe loD
pnl1 or which tbe boob or MWM give nideDce; but when men came to 

multiply OD tbe earth, aad were disponed to the distant regiom or tbe 
globe, tben tbe ineBtimable ~or IIDfOWJ.Im08 &ad TIIU'I'B taupt by the 
fint .._., fell iDto CODfaaicm ud ~ptiala, &Del were rataiDed pare, and 
in perfectiaa, but by fe1J. Thme few, to our peat COIIIDlatioa, h&vehuad
ecl tbem doWD to after ap; they a1Bo retaiDecl tbe UDiwnallaDguap, aD

corrupted witb the ccmru.ioD of tbe plaillll or Shinar, and preeerved it to 

pwterity."-Hwtdtimon'• 8p. Mtt1. 
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master's and the select master's degrees are yet to come • 
and a whole lot of sublime and ineffable degrees. 

Perfect Master. 
Intimate Secretary. 
Provost and Judge. 
Intendant of the Buildings. 
Elected Knights of 9. 
Illustrious Elected of 15. 
Sublime Knight Elected. 
Grand Master Architect. 
Perfection. 

One would suppose it were time to stop at this degree, 
but it is numbered in the list of the Sov. Ins. General only 
14; and 19 degrees lie beyond perfection! This is genuine 
Free Masonry, that began before time, and reaches perfue· 
tion before it is half finished ! 

Knight of the East. 
Prince of Jerusalem. 
Prince of Mercy. 
Knight of the Sun, &c. &c. to the 
33d Degree, entitled, Sovereign Grand Inspector 

General 
But even this is not enough. "Besides those degrees 

which are in regular succession, most of the inspectors are 
in possession of a number of detached degrees, given in 
ditferent parts of the world ; and which they generally com
mJlllicate free of expense to those brethren who are advan
ced enough to understand them ; such as select Masons of 
~, and the royal arch, as given under the constitution of 
Dublin; six degrees of Ma~onrie d'Adoption, C~mpagnon 
Ecossais, Le Maitre Ecossais, et le Grand Maitre Ecos
sais, &c. &c. making in the aggregate 53 degrees." (Dal· 
clw'• Oration., p. 80.) 

Shall we laugh, or shall we weep 1 Ridicule 108e8 its 
edge when in contact with a matter 19 degrees above per
fection, besides twenty collateral degrees. I have no 
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heart to laugh. Well said the psalmist in· his haste, 
" AU men are liars." Yea, and 

''What man, 1eeiDg thi8, 
" Aud haviug human feeliup, doe. not blum 
"And haog hill head, to think himBelf a man." 

Yet to weep over human folly is of little use : . our sym
pathy is misplaced, and the evil rarely corrected. Better 
laugh it down where we · can. No subject was ever fitter 
for this kind of treatment than Free Masonry. The ge
nius of Cervantes and of Butler would find in it ample scope 
for exercise. 

.. In an the fabric 
"You llhall- not one ~~tone, nor a brick, 
"Bat all of wood, by po-dbl .,.U 
" Of magic. made impreauable : 
" Theni'e neither iron bar nor gate, 
" Portcallie, chain, nor bolt, nor grate, 
"And yet men durance there abide, 
"m dtmgeo~U~ -.ce 1.\Jree inches wide; 
"In circle magical confined, 
"With waDe of 1111btle air and wind."* 

What can Masons be employed in learning on these 
higher degrees 1 What, above the third degree 1 They 
have mastered nat1111J,) religion and moral philosophy, in 
the first ; all the liberal arts and sciences in the se
cond ; and are furnished with an ample specimen of 
the faithfulness of-masonic tradition in the third. Now 
what should they go higher for? What can they learn 
when exalted 1 They must be out of matter and mind be
fore they reach the 7th degree, were each degree as im
portant as the first and second. What can they be doing 
in the sublime degrees 1 Not reviewing the studies of the· 
lower degrees, surely, f"or it is impossible to review what 

* Budibru' Enchanted Cutle. 
15 
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lias never been examined. It is difficult to conceive what 
they nre doing, unleBB they nre helping the lodges, as 
Harry and Dick were helping John to do nothing. 

It must strike every one as mysterious, that all the liberal 
artr and rcienccr should be huildled into one degree of Ma
'mlf"Y• and that the recond. With proper economy they might 
have been distributed among the 33 or 53 degrees ·of the 
order, and have served a valuable purpot~e as preteuionr; 
but, crowded together where they are, they choke our cre
dulity with their prodigious bulk, and leave the superior de
grees destitute of the semblance of an art or science to 
support life and character. This shows that the higher de
grees are illegi~ate children, having a shelter under the 
paternal roof, but not a cent of the inheritance. 

And now, reader, we have travelled through the JOO.:,aes, 
with a "short flight to the sublime degrees, carefully inspect
ing the pretensions of Free Masonry, and exposing her va
nity and emptiness. 

And where is the knowledge given, the desire of 1thich 
the candidate for Masonry is made to say, prompts him to 
aeek admission to the lodge 1-(Book of Com. of Ma~s. 
p. 4.) 

"Masonry is a progressive science." (Prellon. W~bb's 
Monitor, chap.lO. F. M. LiJwary, p.l65, &c.&e.) The 
thing we have examined together, dear reader, a science! 
Who would have thought it, bad not the boob repeatedly 
888ured us of the fact 1 " It beeth the skylle of nature, 
the understoneying of the mygbte that is hereinne, and its 
aondrye workyngei ,, .. the arte of fyndynge new artes, 
which arte the fil'at Masonnes receaved ftomme Godde, by 
which they findeth wbatte artes hem plesethe, and the trew 
waye of tecbynge the same." (Book of Cons. of Mt.~~r. 
pp. 15. and 19. F. M. Library, pp. 9. and II., Pruton, 
b. 3. sec. 1.) 
Ma~onry include• within its circle almo1t et,ery branch of 

polite learning; under tlae veil of its mysteries is ccmrpre
Aewd«l 4 re~ rykiem of slim~. This is not falsely 
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tnocking Free Masonry, but these are her o~ words, fiJtt 
published in the IUustrations of Masonry, book 2. sec. 4, 
eopied by Webb, with the sanction of the Grand Chapter 
of R.I. (Webb'• Monitor, chap.IO. p. 50.) and inserted in 
the Free Ma~on'• Library, p. 165. with the sanction of 
the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 

Nor does Free Masonry leave to blind conjecture the cir
cle of polite learning included wi~n ~!!' lectures. She 
kindly enumerates in her official records, "the artes &gri
cultura, architectura, astronomia, geometria, numeres, mu. 
sica, poesie, kymistrie, government, and religionne.'' (Free 
.1tlfllton'• Library, p. 10. Book of Comt. of Ma11. p. 16. or 
17.) Also,"grammar,rhetoric,and logic." (Hardie's Mon. 
Webb'.r Mon. Tannel&ill'• Manual. Cro•s'• Chart, &c. 
and the F. M. Li!wary, p. 17 4.) 

Neither does her amiable condescension forsake us here. 
What man, without her kind aid, could guess ~e nature of 
that. regular system of science comprehen4ed-.,nder t./,e veil 
of her myateries? Her circle of polite leaming ~igh~ have 
been, in some part, within the scope of hu~an calcuJatiqn; 
musjca and poesie, not to mention agricultura and rely
nonne ; but only the art of finding net11 art6 could toJI ua 
the syste.m of science which follows, viz. '~ '.fhe arte of wun
derwurkinge, and of foresaying things to come, the way of 
wirmiop the facuh.ie of Ab~c, (JDagi~,) the skill of be
coming gude and parfyghte witbouten the hQlpynges of 
fere and hope, the uniye~e loogtJege of M'a~mes." 
We put believe aU this, sin~ she M~lf aqJemply de
clares it in tJJ,e B.oolc of Con~. qf Ma~s: p. J9. Ji'. :fl. /A· 
lJrar,, p. ll. ; Jlnrdie's Mop#or; Oalcou's Pi•qu~; 
~on's Spirit' of Ma.onry; Pruton'• lllustraliatu'![ 
MtiiOJiryl, b. 3. s. 1., and in Gr~enleaf'• /Jrief J,lqflity, p. 89. 

• 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

" Come then, brethren, lead along 
" Social riteB and myBtic song ! 
" Tho' DOl' Madam, Mia, nor Bea. 
" Could our myllt'riea ever gu-; 
" Nor could enr learned divine 
" Sacred Muonry define ; 
" Round our order elose we bind, 
" Lawa of love to all mankind; 
" Thus like elves in mystic ring, 
" Merry Maaons drink and sing:• 

" A LODGE is a place where Masons assemble and work; 
hence that 8.88embly, or duly organized society of Masons1 

is called a lodge, • and every brother ought to belong to ~me, 
and be subject to its by-laws and t.ren.ernl regul.ntionR. 

" A lodge ought to assemble for work at least once in 
everj calendar auunth, and must consist of one master, two 
wardens, (senior and junior,) one tiet~retary, one treasurer, 
two deacons, one or more stewards, a tyler, and as many 
members as the master and the majority of the lodge shall 8 

~k proper; although more than forty or fifty are gene
rally found inconvenient for workmg to advantage ; and, 
therefore, when a lodge comes to be numerous, some of 
the ablest master workmen, and others under their direc
tion, will obtain leave to seplll'Bte, and apply to the grand 
lodge for a tDarrant to work by themselves, in order to the 
advancement of the craft. 

" Every member of a working lodge should be a Master 
Mason. "-Book of Com. pp. 42, 43. 

• " Bo, the word charch is ex~ve both of the congregation and the 
place of wonbip. "-BIIM f/1 Cetu. p. 4~. 
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The duty of the several officers, ch011en annually, is next 
defined at Jength. 

" The master has it in special charge, to see that all the 
by-Jaws of his lodge, as weD as the general regulations 
from the grand lodge, be duly observed, that his wardens 
discharge their office faithfully," &c. &c.-Book of Com. 
p.44. 

He has the genenJ authority o( president of a society. 

" OJ' THE W AR.DBNS OJ' A LODGE. 

"None but Master Mwns can be wardens of a lodge. 
•• The senior warden succeeds to all the duties of ~e mas

ter, and fills the chair, when he is absent." 
" The business of the wardens in the lodge is, generally 

_to assist the master-in conducting the business, and mana
ging the craft, in due form and order, when the master is· 
present. "-Book of COJU. pp. 46, 47. 

The secretary and treasurer perform the duties usually 
implied in their offices . 

. " OF THE DEACONS OF A LODGE. 

" The deacons are to assist the wardens in the execution 
of their duty, to examine and welcome visiting brethren,-to 
prepare candidates, and to perform such other services &J~ 
are assigned them. 

"8TEW~RD. 

•• The stewards are to provide refreshment, and inake a 
reg\Ilar report of the expense to the treasurer, and. to see 
that the regalia (fUrniture) of the lodge are in good order. 
:md always ready for use. 

•• OJ' THE TY'LBR. OJ' A LODGE. 

" In order that due decorum be observed, while the lodge 
is engaged in what is serious and solemn, and for the pre
servation of secresy and good harmony, a brother who is 
skilled in the ,.._.,, part, shall be appointed and paid for 
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tying the.lodge door during the time of communication • ., 
Book of Con~. pp. 49, 50. 

Such are the materials of a Lodge of MtUter MtUon~, 
for each of the three tint degrees constitutes a lodge by it
Bel£ The apprentices' lodge is, &ee to fellows and mu· 
ten ; the fellow crafts' Iod"ge is ~ to muter&, while ap
prentices are excluded; and the masters' lodge excludes 
both apprentices and felloWB, until they are raised, accord
ing to the ancifflt tl8fJ!!e8, to the mblime degree of a master 
mtUon. Members of chapters, encampments, councils, &c. 
&c., must of necessity have reached the upper degrees by 
passing regularly through the lower; and as all above have 
a right in the degre~ below, ·they may visit in, and be 
members of lodges of master masons. But observe, that 
none can o·pen a master'• lodge on a degree a~ve the 
third degree in Masonry. . 

The degrees above are a late invention, and belong to 
the chapters, &c. ; ll-ith them I have nothing to do :-let 
them live ; the three first degrees, which are embodied 
in lodges, and governed by the officers here explained, are 
alone under consideration. 

The lodges thus constituted, anrl required .. to assemble 
for work at least once in every calendar month," ( C0111. p. 
42.) do nothing unknown to the public except during com
munication. 'fhe season of communication opens and clo
ses with ceremonies, improper for a Mason to discover, be
cause he has• bound himself by oath not to discover them 
except to a brother Ma.c;on. But no doubt I may copy 
from the Free Mason's Monitor. 

"TQ conduct (these ceremonies) with propriety ought to 
be the peculiar study of every Masoo, especially of those 
who have the honour to rule in our assemblies. 

"From a share in (them) no Mason can be exempted. It 
is a general concern in which all must assist. This'(cere
mony of opeDing the lodge) is the first request of the mas· 
ff'r, and the prelude to all bUBiness. No sooner has it been 
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signiJied, t~an every officer repairs to his station, and the 
brethren rank according to . their degrees, ( lat, 2d, 3d deg.) 

"The intent of the meeting be_comes the sole· object of 
atteution, and the mind is insensibly drawn.from those indis
crimiaate subjects of conversation which are apt to intrude 
on our leSe•serious moments." (F. M. Mon. part 1. ch;5· 
Pr~ b. 2. sec. 3.) ' 

We have noticed in Lancasterian, and Monitorial, and in 
infants' schools, at a stroke of the master's bell, the whole 
school rise, and at a word extend the right arm smartly, and · 
then the left: with a finger touch the right ear, then the 
left cheek : then clap their hands merrily. This was the 
p~lude to some business, and served the purpose of gain
ing the attention of the children. Its IIUiking similarity, 
both in -manner and design, to the mUOilic ceremonies of 
opening and closing the lodges of the different degrees, 
would induce one to think it muat have ~n adopted from 
the lodges into the schools ; but in the schools it has an im
provement in respect to simplicity, and in being a prelude 
to business of~· 

A lodge of masters does never regularly open on the third 
degree, until after having ceremoniously opened and closed 
the two preceding. In this way apprentices llDd fellow 
crafts ·are regularly paid their tDagu and dismUBed, leaving 
tbe masters to themselves. But any business properly be
longing to a particular degree, is done while the lodge is 
open on that degree, that all interested may have liD op
portunity to acL 

What can the lodges be doing one night in a month ? 
Every society, whether of agriculturists, mechanics, or 

philanthropists, will find something to entertain and engage 
them when they meet in conclave. They have by-laws to 
make and repeal, ami enforce and waive ; and so have the 
lodges. They have each peculiar interests to look after . 

. Masonry has hers, and takes this opportunity to drill her 
votaries on the manual exercises of the craft, by which one 
is enabled to prove, 1\Dd to prove himself, a brother ; em· 
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bracing the pass-words, signs, tokens, words, grips, due 
guards, &e. ; also, to instruct her sons in her catechism, 
and her emblems, (if time permits,) and in her tradition. • 

She deals in this kind of lore, which is in some of its 
parts good ; but as a whole, is empty ; is no better, as one 
says, than teaching to put away folly and sin by the emblem 
of a pair of snuft"ers, which (in the style of the Monitor) 
are used by operative Masons for the purpose of topping a 
light to increase its brilliancy : " but tDe, tU ~ Ma
&01111, UBe tAemfor tlae more noble and glorioUI Pfi"'PMe" of 
topping our vanity, that the light of our honest example 
may the more brilliandy shine to the glory of the craft, 
which knows how to derive the l1lblitRut f'IUWtJh from the 
trowel and the hammer, the plumb-line and the hand-saw. 

Theae things would not keep men together long even
ings once in a month, nor bring them together, only as they 
se"e another turn. In the lodge the p~litician gains in
fluence, the tradesman makes friends and customers, the 
mechanic secures employers, and various minds in various 
callings meet and communicate upon various interests, with 
a good degree of freedom, and confidence, and social plea
sure. They pay no more respect to vain Masonry than this;. 
she brings them together, and helps them each to gain his 
own ends, only demanding from him in return, that atten
tion to her forms and ceremonies which is necessary to her 
existence, and that they give. It is a school of discipline 
to the ambitious ; an apology for an entertainment to the 
convivial ; and a distinguished opportunity for the selfish, as 
wellu a season of recreation to the labourer. 

To initiate, p888, and raise candidates for the diffet:ent de
grees, takes up no small part of the time of twelve e~enings 
in a year. For then· all the ceremonies and emblems, &c. 
att,ached to the degree must properly be repeated and exhi
bited to the novice ; and these ceremonies are so long as 

·~ A view of the catec:h.i~m and tradition ue eecn ill o third degrc~. 
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to be quite tedious, were it not for the interest felt in observ
ing ~eir effect on the candidate : as a jockey wiD, some
times, when purchasing a StrWige horRe, suddenly bray IJoo 
in his face to test his courage. 

" In 100,.1 have be.!, 
" And all their rites han Reo," &c. 

It will not seem strange to the reader, that the time should 
be fully taken up with these things one evening in a month, 
when he recollects, that Masonry intrusts nothing to wri
ting which relates to her numerous signs,- tokens, &c. and 
to her varied ~atechisms and lectures, and to her tradition. 

It must all be learned by dictation, and that is no small 
affair, especially when it is considered how much inore diffi
cult to commit a &emel&s thing is, than any matter of com
mon sense, and of impressive import. 

Few men, having on hand the usual cares oflife, an afford 
time for the tedious operation ; but young minds, aspiring 
to the official stations of the lodge, and to be distinguish~ 
in the crowd on some public occasion, as great . Maaona, 
apply themselves to the task, day by day, and night after 
night, and make suitable proficiency. . · 

This is called lecturing, because the advanced Mason dic
tates while the othen learn. 

I hope it is no breach of trust in me, no contempt of my 
masonic obligations, to say, that the rehearaal of tl~e•e 
tl•ingB, accompanied by the exercise of tl~e manual, con!lti
tutes that business in modem lodges signified by the word 
work---work over which the m~ter presides, and in which 
all the br~thren asmt. The term makes an important figure 
in the treatises on Masonry ; and while every one may 
know, from the stillness of the lodge room, that the temple 
of the lodges, like that of our ancient grand master, is 
erected without the sound of a hammer; and from the state 
of the room after the lodge have retired, that no rubbish is 
there sufficient to conceal the baseness of any improperly 

16 
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aspiring fellow crafts of this generation ; and so, that the 
term work, as used by modem artists, must have a significa
tion dift"efi,nt from its common acceptation ; yet one would 
aearcely suspect it bad an application so very humble, as to 
8ignify the dictation or repetition of the masonic catechism, 
and the rehearsal of all those senseless peculiarities by 
which Masonry entwines her votaries of· every country in 
one mystic band ; but it does mean neither more nor less. 

I have pleasure, for the sake of my friends in the lodges, 
of stating one other employment which much better occu
pies a portion of their time. It is the exercise of that 
grace which cover;s a multitude of sins. The fees of ad
mission are not uniform throughout the country, but they 
every where amount to a large sum, a part of which goes 
to erect and to furnish the hall, to purchase the regalia, 
&c., and another part to support and comfort poor widows 
and orphans of Masons. This is a charity confined to its 
circle, and useful there ; and though limited in its opera
tions, and sometimes perverted from its course, it does go 
far to engage friends of a pure purpose to the support of 
the "institution, go far to cover the nakedness of the lodges, 
and may serve as an open door for any to escape whole 
ftom the tottering edifice who will ; but as true charity is 
not dependent upon any invention of man, it is unneces
sary, for its sake, to sacrifice immutable truth to Free Ma
•nry. 

(The reader may recollect the anecdote of the charity 
junJ of the Grand Lodge of England building in part the 
splendid Masons' Hall, London: and a1so, the remains of 
CoL Webb, brought from Ohio, and buried, at great expense 
t~ the lodges.] 
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CHAPTER XX. 

A. R. 26. 193. Briclc and Mortar origin of the " Dim,e 
Craft." 

" Hail Muonry ! thou craft diYine! · 
" Glory of e~ from he& Yen nwealecl ! 
"Which doth with jewell pnlciOUI Mlue, 
" From all but MuoDB' eyee COllcaled." 

CaliJtllt'• I>ilpUitieru, p.l31. 

JT is important to the truth, that clear proof be furnished. 
of the brick and mortar origin of the " divine craft;" that 
~ithin a hundred years, it has assumed its heavenly charac
ter, has exalted itself above ~ principalities of the earth_, 
and now splll'll8 its honest progenitors. 

The high claims have come in abandanee; now follow 
some extracts of a more humble character. They are taken 
from an ancient author, a,lready quoted in these pages, and 
again to be quoted, Lawrence Dermott, whose work bas 

· high celebrity among Masons, and is entitled, "Ahiman 
Rezon," the most truly masonic na.me of any author I have 
read. • The edition I use, was printed in London, 1764. 
The author assures us, in his preface, p. 15. "In the follow
ing sheets, I have inserted nothing, but what are undeniaJ»>e 
truths." He is not so desperate a foe to truth as some. He 
sides with the ancient, in distinction from the modern Ma
sons, and has not all the extravagance of the " young archi-

• From this, the Book of Canstitutiooa of Sooth Carolina ill called" Abi
m&n Rnon;" &nd the IIIICO.Dd title of the F. M. Library, whicb.ill the Book 
of CoJHtitutiOD& ofMaryland, is "Ahlman Reson ;" " The F. M. L. aad CU:. 
-neral Ahiman Rezon." 
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tects," who wished to have dispensed with wearing aprons; 
but he is not destitute of great merit as a pretender. I find 
the" New Monitor" indebted to him for the,p888age quoted; 

· " The very enemies of Free Masonry, must own, that it is 
the most renowned society that ever was, is now, or perhaps 
ever will be, upon earth, as the following true description 
,will clearly show : 

"Hail mighty ART-gracio111 gift of heaven, 
" To aid mankind by our Creator given : 
" 'Twas you alone which gave the ark ita form, 
"That H,ved the faithful from .the impendiug ltorm," &c. 

True as Free Masonry. 
The lines are too wretched to be endured, and yet the 

. sentiment deserves notice, especially as, in conclusion, he 
adds," But methinks I hear some say, if Free Masonry be 
.such, the brotherhood are the. happiest men living;" and he 
would have us conclude that they are. 

" A heavenly ark, to show God M'f'ed the lives 
"OfMu.a foei, likewi86 their happy wins." 

(Noah and his fAmily.) 
" Such are the bh!lsiDgs of eaoh time and -n, 
" Which God has promilled to the muter Mason.* 

At the end of these profllJ!e lines, he has the following : 
46 None but strangers to the craft, and ungenerous enemies 
to good society, will doubt the veracity of what is here in· 
serted concerning Free Masonry." But let not the reader 
be out of conceit of this Ahiman Rezon ; it is one of the least 
oftensive, on the whole, of any masonic treatise I have read, 
and gives the following-

* Masonic poeta ha'f'c followed the opinion ofan ancient Jesuit, who .ay1, 
Que!~ Sorbone n'a point de jurilldictioo aur 1e Parna-; et que lea erreurs 
de ce p y1 Ia ne 100t IIUjPtleB, ni aux Censlli'M, ni a !'Inquisition. " As ~ 
men were ftnidcleD to k impio1111 and blasphemo01 iD prose on17·"-Pa~· 
rlrar, Lettrt• Pl"llllincialM, p.l!l. 

- - -...._ ·-



DB&JIOTT's AHUIAN &KZON. 

" Cbarse for the man~ea1 of the oraft in working;" 
which will mightily help to di11cover the true origin of the 
order. 

•' AU MUOQ.Il should work hard and honestly on working 
days, that they may live reputably,~ appear U. a de«:ent 
and becoming manner OP holidays,,, &c. Work means 
work in this charge ; but preserved .ia modern lodges, it 
means nothing and less; if it boro some proportion to play, 
it were a redeeming quality in the mf,ldern masonic appli~ 
cation of tbe term; but it is a true miftua quutity, difficult 
for beginners to understand, and serving the. expert M81011 
in a pinch, as x serves an algebraist, for any unknown tbiDg. 

" A master Mason only must be the surveyor or muter 
of the work, who shall undertake the lord's work reasona~ 
bly, shall dispend his good» as if they were his own, and . 
shall not give more wages than are just to any fellow or 
apprentice." [A. Rezon, p. 28.] . 

Master Masons were · the highest needed in that age. 
Men would not then have known at ·what employment to 
set a royal arch. It will appear in due season, that masters 
in that day alone hod charge of the work ; and that "the 
holy royal arch," and all the sublime degrees, have had 
their being since the time, when tke landlord's tDOri in 
stone 'IIIIUfJ7lf"Y began to be peroerted for Iter profit and 
prai¥e, to the Lord':t work in Free lt!asonry. " Mark, Jew I" 
·: " The masw and the masons shall . faithfully finish the 
lord's work, whether task or journey ; nor shall they take 
work at task, which hath been accustomed to journey. (.A. 
Rezon, p. 28.) . . 

It was evidently. the design of th~ ancient mechanics 
to favour a system of rules and prices of work, which they 
call journey ·work, in opposition to task work, or work, tl_le 
price of which was to be agreed upon without reference to 
the fixed rates of the craft. 

"None shall show envy at a brother's prosperity, nor sup
plant him, nor put him out of his work, if, eapable to finish 
it. AU Masons shall meekly receive their wages without 

' 
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murmuring, or mutiny-; and not desert the master till the 
lord's work is finished," &c. ; matter enough to prepare the 
reader for the proof yet to be given of the very recent ori
gin of the •Noachidae and· the science ....,._: I am in 
the midst of heaven. 

It is evident that their emblems were derived, with their 
ceremonies, and ch~p"ge, and aproDB, from the men who 
work in. briek and stone and. mortar. 

This truth beautifuUy illustrates another which has been 
charged to the vanity of the craft, viz. that the lamb skin, 
or white leather apron, the badge of Masons, is more aftcient 
than the golcJen fleece or Roman eagle, more honourable 
than the star and garter, &c. 

' " Our leatber aprom we complll'8 
" With prtem red and blue; 
" Princes and kings our brothenr are, 
" Wbile they our rules pun~~~e.''-Prutm&,,p. 396. 

We may say with Teresa to her loving spouse, Sancho 
Panza,·" 'What covers, discovers thee." Substitute sheep 
skin, for lamb skin apron, (the badge of a stone Mason, no 

• Ahirnan Raon, p. 14, II&,YII: " A Muon il obliged by hia teniU'8 to ob
I!Bn'e the moral law, •• a true Noachida," which he explaine in a note, 
"Sone of Noah, the firet name of Free Muone." And in thie he il follow
ed by the New Monitor, p. 109. I am bold to follow 10 W,h muonic autho
rity, notwithet&nding a trifling dilemma in which it eeeme involved; n~t 
unlike that of the origin of the royal arch degree. MIUIOilie bieto1y 
...erll, that .A.i4tn ,.nd AU _,. turt 1\o-ee AfiiiOftl; it would - abtnud, 
then, to say that Noachida, wu the ,lint name of Free Muoba. But, 
doabtiMB, that M_,urania, which anitea mea of the most oppc*te Wiele 

in one sacred band, can reconcile thil dilcrepaaae wi~ perfect harmony. 

" 'Tie .Muoary unitee mankind ; 
" To geaeroua actiODB fo111111 the 801Jl; 
" In ftiendly CODV81'1111 all conjoined, 
"One spirit anima tee the wh!lle. "-Old &mg. 
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doubt, since rocks were handled by architects,•) and the 
va.nity of the pretension sinks into· the most lowly huinility, 
and its seeming falsehood is converted into seltevident 
truth. 

The Roman eagle did not,,like the royal arch, have being 
before ·its parents, the Roman&, nor until some thousand 
years after brick and mortar Maaons wore good Bheep slcin 
aprons. 

.. The eurioua v.ulpr could never de'riae 

..: What eocial Free Muoua ~ rapturoualy prbe, 
• No bam&D coujeutme, no lltudy in echoohl : 
" Sueb &uitl- attempt~! ant the ellbrta of foohl." 

.4l&inttm Rtmn. 

eHAPTER XXI. 

Prevaricatiou of Free MtUonry. 

" Pray make no mia\ake, 
" But ~your jointe break, 

" And take care \hat you follow your leaden ; 
"Work, rake, back, aud tueda, · 
" And make yoUr work 11111ooth, 

" And be 111n1 \hat you fill up your beadere." 

Ahinum Ru1111. 

Ts~: ceremonies and emblems of Masonry are indicative 
of ita origin and character. It began with labourers, men 

• T1ae aaewly initiated brother ill girdecl with the emblem of innoc:euee, 
more .... t tbu &he tower of Bllbel, more honourable than the imperial 
dipity.-8mith'• IIIIJifiMY, p. ~7. 
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who with musculat arm wielded the setting mall, handled 
the trowel1 and wore their sheep-skin aprons with unaffuct
ed grace. And to operative M&B'Ons, who know the use of 
plumb lines and squares, shovels and common gavels, rough 
ashier·, perfect ashier, and t~estle board, the ceremonies 
of Masonry may in some parts be delightful and pro
~table. Such will enjoy the lines placed at the head of this 
chapter. . 

True Masons know the meaning of the lines, and relish 
them. But pretended Masons, ignorant of the art, would 
understand, •• True your joints break," in a literal sense; 
an~ so pretend broken limb1. "Take care that you follow 
your leaders," they would separate from all connexion with 
operative Masonry, and apply it as a rule to obey the grand 
officers. 

"Work, rake, back, and tueth ;" 

that would be to them t!te secret: a mystery inexplicable. 

"And be sure that you fill up your headers,"' 

would ~ understood in a convivial sense. 
A thousand times worse. perverted is Free Masonry. 

Having come into the hands of lords and gentlemen and 
tailors, most of whom have not the smallest idea of the pe
destal, column and entablature; the plinth, the die and the 
surbase; and finding the terms of Masonry either vulgar, as 
brick and mortar, or obscure, as "ledgers and putlocks," 
they think the very brick and mortar has some hidden mean
ing, known only to the gifted Mason ; and " the ledgers and 
putlocks," (pudlogs. Walker,) are terms of the universal 
language, which has come down to MI,I.Sons uncorrupted 
from the plains of Shinar; and which they, poor fellows, 
have not had opportunity to learn yet ; and so it is that the . 
plai!t noun ·Masonry, which every child knows to mean the 
:trt of building with brick, and stone, and mortar, is made to 

orne from the ~Greek, M'Bf•" .. ; suM in medio ~ocli~; 
<\ n!Zlice, I am in. the miilst of l1 eat•en. ( HutcMnson '.'l Sp. 
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ilia. P·. -15.) or; ~s Smith gives it, · p. 35., "The original 
names of Masons and M880Dry may probably be derived 
&om M.,llf< .. , ~ a.reana, wayBiery, and ._, sacris initiatus, 
mysta, tlwle inttiattxl iltto sacrwl mylteriu. ••• · 

The humble origin of Free Masonry does not suit with 
the high notions of its white banded professors ; ·and is UBed 
as an argument even to prove the heavenly mystery of the 
order. " Were we claimants," says Mr. Hutchinson, "only 
of the title of mechanics, we might have.choaen as ancient, 
and a more honourable branch of the arts or aciences." p. 
159. 

No doubt we might, and if it,were to do over again, 
should; but it is done, and we tnust bear it1 Mr. H. will 
not bear it~ however ; he asserts, in the face of all the insig
nia of the lodge, and the trowels of the chart, and aprons of 
the craft together, that " our mysteries are totally abstract
ed from the rules of mecAania; 1/aeg are not JwrniaW toith 
may type, symbol, or character, bra what appirtaim to de
fiiORitrate the 1~ and devotee~ of tlu! grefll M•ne--· "-
Sp. MtU. p. 159. -

" G~~~~el, gtNgc, and pl.-6., and lalcl, 
" All are quickly brought to uee; 
.. Th-, ,-ith ue or lim aad ,,.., 
"WOib ofmcnl worth produoe.'' 

But who ie this Mr. Hutchinson, that holds the truth so 

... The 'W'OJ'U - aad ...ary, are but COI'nlptiou or other worcll, 
Aailtg ,.. rcltlliM& to llliJie-. Muon is, hy.ume, derived &am &be Greek 
word, - and- ( queero 1al't'UIII,) I de~ire life or .roloalion, and IUppoled 

·to allude to the lituaiion of the candidate during 10me period of the aacient 
cenmlonie~. The term muoary -Dill but a alight Yuiatioa of the Greek 
Jl•"'f"'-• <-in medio coeli) 1- in IAe,.., tf ,___.,---ar-.u.r, 
Bnq ~ into IAe C>ripa tJflll Prineipla tf FrR .11-,, p. 44. 

"The name of muon ill not to he coa~idered in the contracted -r a 
builder of habitations; hut 6guratiYely, one, who by gradual ad'f'IUIC8I m 
IUblime truths, and the variom arta and acieaces, which Free Muonry in
calcate8, is ,. .... by rerular coure. to Reb .. degree or )M!rfectioa, u to he 
replete witll bappia- hiuwelf, and ezteuively beneficial b, otben." ( C11f· 
rolf• Dilrprifttionl, p. ·76.) 

17 
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lightly 1 .Is he some Jachin and Boaz, diSowned by the fra· 
ternity 1 Did the Masons kill him for a disgrace to the craft 1 
No, no; what Mr. Hutchinson has written, ·was esteemed 
"for her profit and praise," and is prefaced with the follow-
ing-

" SANCTION. 

"' Whereas brother William Hutchinson has compiled a 
work, entitled,' The Spirit of Masonry;' and has requested 
oor 11anction for the publioation thereof; we, having perused 
the said book, and finding it will be of use to this society, 
rln recommend the same. 

" Petre, G. M. 
" Rowland Holt, D. G. M. 

· "Thomas Noel, S. G. W. 
" John Hatch, J. G. W. 
"Rowland Berkely, G. T. 

:;. James Heseltine, G. Sec." 

Lord Petre is· well known in the annals of Masonry, as 
Grand Master of England, from 1772 to 1777 ; under whose 
"administration, the corner stone of Free Masons' Hall, Lon
don, was laid.-Whew ! Whew ! Of what use is reason to 
such men ; or argument against such folly 1 " Having 
perused the book, do recommend the same., Let Ma
somy answer it. 

The eopy in my hands is an edition published at New· 
York in 1800, and here follows a passage which the Lord 
Petre and his grand officers must have read, and which 
shows with what a determined spirit Mr. Hutdlinson closed 
hiS eyes to the truth, and hardened his heart in transgres
sion, while he would prove Masonry to belong to Heaven, 
and 110t to bricks and mortar. 

" Our antiquity is in our principles, maxims, language, 
learning, and religion; these we derive from Eden, (the 
language of Eden in the lodges!) from the patriarchs, and 
from the sag~ of the east, all which are made perfect un
der the Christian dispensation. . The light and doctrines 
whieh we possess, are derived from the beginning of time, 
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and have descended through this long succession of ap,!1 
uncorrupted ; but our tnodu ad 111anner1 are detlvced fro
the di.ff61'eat erf.lll of ptll'tlllUe, de building. of tlae te.ple al 

Jenuale.&, and tlae Cwtian revelation." Three enut,one 

for each of the three degrees. 
If Mr. HutchinllOD · was mad, my Lord Petre, and Mr. 

Holt, and Mr. Noel, &c. ought not to bave recommeoded 
his labour, and Mr. Preston should not have quoted his 
work as follows : " Mr. Hutchinson, in his iDgenioJJa area,. 
tise entitled, Tlae Spirit oj MtUOnr!J."• And, if ..Mr. H. 
were in his right mind, he should not have asked the follow-

. ing questions, p. 170. " If our ceremonies mean not the 
matter which I have expressed ; if they imply not the moral 
and religious principles which I have endeavoured to unveil; 
I ask you, MAsoNs, what they do imply, import or indi
cate?" 

·(Because they are senseless and ridiculous, he thinks 
they must be unearthly, heavenly, divine.) ' 

" Can we presume 10 many·learnetJ and JWble per8011118U 
would,for many~Ueeume ages, Aave been &teoily ,.,},er, 

of the fraternity, if the my•teria wereunitftportant, and 1M 
ceremonie8 uninteUigible ? It cannot be ; take IJID4tj 1/teir 
SPIRIT, and they become ridiculoru."-Hutcl&:. p. 171. 

To learn the &pirit of these ceremonies, I tum back, and 
on p. 170. I find, " The Divinity looking down with an 
eye of commiseration upon the deplorable state of man, 
in his mercy and love, sent us a Redeemer and Mediator," 
&~. " In .the MASTER. 's OBDEB this whole doctrine is symbo-

* And the Grand Lodge of Maryland. " The euligbteaed bnltber 
Hn~ in u elabmate workeutitled the Spirit of Mu.ry," p. 1110. 
F. H. Library. Again, p. 199., quotiug &om Hr. HntciUD.oo'• Spirit ol 
x-ry, he ay., " I again introdnc:e the ma.t n.pectable anlhority which 
buenr fallen to my lot to penue." Apia. p.l80., "Tile erudite plll"OI 

the author of the Spirit ol x-ry." 
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lized, and the Christian conduct is by types preserved to 
ua." 

Precisely as wind-mills were giants to the knight of La 
MaoehL 

Opportunity will offer more of Mr. H.'s vieW!! in the pro· 
gress of th!s work. AU comment upon them fails ; their 
absurdity is unspeakable ; yet he has a spark of senae left : 
"take away their &PnuT," he says, frOm the ceremonies of 
Milsonry, " tllld. tl&ey ~OJI!Ml f"idictdoa." . 

To save them from utter contempt, he penruadee himself 
they ate symboll of the Redeemer's cross! 

CHAPTER XXII. 

MtJIOftic Cerernoniu muJ' Emblems. 

" Adam, well .. en~~~ m aru, 
" Gue to JUa BOlla tbe plumb and linlf; 
" By Ma.onry, AJ8 Tubal Cain 
"To tbe deep organ tun~ tbe lltraiu.~-W«b. 

IN showing the pe"ersions of Masonry, these lines will 
do well to head a chapter. In the mouth of a labouring 
Mason they would not very much err from thetnlth. Adam 
lived to a great age, and it is not impoesible that he taught 



' . 

OlllOIN OF FREE MASONRl". ·133 

the inhabitants of the earth to rear houses, as well as to 
plant gardena ; and this the poet may express without of
feace, u he has done. 

" Adam., well ftnN iD art., 
. "Gave t.ohi .. ollll theplumbcmdline." 

And, in the s~e manner, labourers might claim Tubal 
Cain as a brother artist, for he Wfl6 an in&tructer of every 
art!ftcer in bras1 and iran ;• but the moment any mystical 
meaning iS attached to the words, that moment they arc 
made to utter falsehood. On the lips. of labouring Masons 
they have a literal, and natural, and honest meaning ; but 
with thO&e, like Mr. Hutchinson, who cannot bear to think 
of any. thing beneath the highest display of Heaven's mercy, 
in connexion with the paltry ceremonies of a nocturnal so
ciety, they are made to mean science, and art, and magic, 
and reii~ion, indiscriminately, and the folly of one has been 
so played off, as to beguile a thousand. 

Previous to 1717, Masonry was this honest society of 
labourers ; but then a change was introduced, and modern 
or BpeCUlative MMonry sprung up. 

The lodges of operative Masons did study geometry, to 
improve them in their art, as artists ·now study in the Me
chanica' Institutes; but the new and accepted Masons 
•• thought expedient to aboliSh the old custom of studying 
geometry in the lodge. "t 

From the operative character of the societr has arisen 
all its mystery to modern and speculative craftsmen. 

The ancient regulation concerning qualifications for 
membership are mysterious to the modems, but capable of 
an easy explanation in view of their original application. 

"No person is capable of becoming a member of the 
lodge, but such a8 are of mature age, upright in body and 

* Gea. iv. !2. t Ahimaa Ra., p. 30. 
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limbs, free from bondage, have the senses of a man, and 
are endowed with an. estate, office, trade, or some visible 
way of acquiring · an honest livelihood." Why might not 
one have a crooked back or distorted arm, for all the ·pur
poses of modern or speculative Masonry 1 They might, 
they do ; but such would not have strength to labour in the 
ancient lodges of operative masons. 

These anCient charges are found in most manuals of Ma
sonry. They are various, but gen~rally correspond with 
the following,, extracted from" New Monitor," p. 208. 

"Thirdly. You must conduct yourselves as men of ho· 
nesty and integrity, and serVe your master in such manner 
as may be most conducive to his honour and profit." 

" Sixthly. Wherever you go, you shall be careful to pay 
for your board and lodging," &c. 

•• Some other charges, which equally demand your atten
tion. 

•• First. No Mason should take upon him his master's 
work, or any other person's, unless he is conscious to him-· 
self that he is able to perform it in such manner as will not 
injure the craft. 

"Second. No master shall take work without a reasona
ble compensation : nor shall any master or fellow supplant 
another in regard to employment. 

" Third. He who shall be made a Mason, shall be free 
born, of respectable parents : {llso, perfect and complete in 
his limbs as a man ought to be. 

"Fifth. No master or fellow shall put away any one's · 
work to task, which ought to be journey work. 

" Sixth. Every master shall give pay to his fellows and 
servants, according to their respective deserts. 

"Thirteenth. Every master shall courteously receive a 
strange brother, who may hal·e come into the country and 
set hi~ at work, if he can. 

"Fourteenth. Every mason shall truly serve his master 
for his pay, and the master shall honourably perform his 
task work, or journey, whethersoever it may be." 
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It is evident· these charges were given to labourers, and 
for them served many valuable purposes; but in modern 
and speculative Masonry, they only go to make up the mys
tery ; few having ~y just .conception of their meaning. 
How natural among men of a trade is that charge, "no 
rruuter •luJll take work witlwut a remmu:rhle, compeuatima." 
And not Jess. necessary is that which follows it: "nor ilulll 
any fiUUter mpplant another in regard io employment;" that 
is to say, if one brother is undertaking a job, another shall 
not rob him· by underbidding. This is suitable to the art of 
compacting bricks and mortar; but what.it has to do with 
the' art Mwllf"...., Sum in medio coeli, I am in the mitbt of 
heaven, is a MYSTERY, of which Mr. Hutchinson, my Lord 
Petre, and others, think the explanation either ridiculous, or 
glorious: aR saith the poet, 

"Hail, mysterious, hail, g~ Muonry.·• 

The history of the craft will abundantly show the fitness 
of its emblems with its origin ; aprons and trowels belong 
only to brick and mortar ; and the mystical application of 
the terms to the use of a secret society is a perversion, 
by which they beeome, 

"High words, that beu 
" Semblance of worth, not mbstance." 

This is the true key to the mystery of Free Masonry. At 
first, a combination of honest labourers, to protect each 
other from the oppressions of the feudal barons, and to 
command their own price for their labour, they, like ninety 
other crafts and trades in London, met in fraternities. 
[Reu' Cyclopedia, Art. Company.] These fraternities, in 
London, are generally governed by a master and two war
dens, and have a hall and a charity fund, precisely like the 
lodger. In their meetings the different trades are suppos-
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ed to communicate information beneficia) to .th~ craft, ru; 

do agricultural societies and mechanics' institutes at this 
day. 

Previous to 1717, there was (I think · it will appear) no 
Free Masonry, but only Masonry·; neither~~ Ma
•O'RI'Y• but only operatme Mmonry. But ~hen other trades 
and professions were admitted into the lodges, _Masonry 
wail. only ~e to the newly aa:eptetl Masons, and 
began to be spoken of as both operative and speculative. 
Now it became Free Mai!onry, and passing as it has done 
entirely out of the bands of operative Masons, into the 
hands of speculative Masons, it is to them truly a •y•tery. 
They know nothing about the 8etting mall, the ashier, and 
the level, technical terms of operative Masonry. The 
whole subject becomes to them, like the line of the poet : 

" Rake, back, aud taetb ;" 

a great secret-genuine Free Masonry. , 
This explanation of the origin of Free Masonry is easy 

and natural, and is well supported .by facts. If the &ater
nity h~tve great doubts upon the subject, those doubts will 
be much dimini~hed by a perusal of the history of Mason· 
ry since the ooginning of the 18th century, as given by 
Lawrie, and Preston, and Smith, all faithful Masonic writers, 
who agree to state, that after 1720, Free Masonry passed 
from the Grand Lodge of London to the numerous places 
in the four quartel'!l of the earth with which Great Britain 
had a colonial or commercial intercourse : the name of tl'e 
Grand Mmter, the date of the warranl to 11 year, and the 
place tvhere it wa1 &ent, are particularly stated by each of 
these Masonic historians :• aDd the fact goes far to prove 

~ Tb-facta are alao Ita ted in the Encyclopedia Britatmica, Art. Muon· 
ry: an article Fumiabed by Mr. ·Lawrie, Graud Secretary of the Grand 
Lodpof Scotland. -



that, though operative Masonry is as old as the tint stone 
wall, and as universal as the habitations of civilized man, 
~ Free Masonry is a modern invention, industri
ously circulated by designing ~en. 

CHAPTER XXIU. 

"Billie, com,... ancl-.aare, 
"IYoar--..-weu, 

"Tbe bdpt QJRbola ot ...n.ctom prOfound : 
" And while dl- are oar guide, 
"Enry lliJ*r1b.ide, 

"As a foil to oar art 1riJl be fOUDd." . 
y-z C.. IIIICIJ6u • .Ric• 

.. ADman Jield to M.-ry; 
"Bad to u-, hlea ~! 

"Ma....._ wube wbo fbaaded tbee; 
.. ftoa,JiM ... iDuaortalllbaH lie." 

. lbi4 . 

.M.uonY profeeaes to be a valuable mystery, to possess 
an important 18Cl"et, and claims consequence to heraelf, be
cause no member of the &aterniiy, however abandoned in 
principle, or rudely puuiel.ed by the lodpl, has ever been 
hue enough to publish the enipL Believe that MlliOIIIJ 
hu IAlCh a secret, and the fact that it has never been ex
poeed, would argue something peculiar in the institution. 
But why beJie'fe it? What proof have we 1 Her word 
for it 1 She is one not to be believed, when abe apeakl elllll 

the truth ; her reputation ia eatabliahecl; veracity ancllrfa .. 
aonry are antipodes. 

18 
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She may swell her voice with hypocritical adoration ~ 

"To t-Yen'• hip&Arcllit.ect all pmille, 
"AD ptitade be gi....._ . 

"Who d~ed the humaa-I to,.-., 
" By nent. tlpl1lllf fiom ha't'8D ;" 

it is all in vain ; the Lord is a God of truth, who deals not 
in the hidden things of darkness, but will bring all these to 
light. It is far from his character to dwell in a aecre"t temple, 
shut to the half of the human family ; to glorify himself by the 
arta of a dark Conclave ; to raise the hUillan sow by means 
which shun the light. Free Masonry does that: professing 
to be light, her time is the hour of night, her residence a 
secret vault, with a tyler at the entrance, having an instru
·ment of death in his hand I It fills me with indigna
tion to know the emptiness of Masonry, and to . contem
plate her pretensions. What •ecret, good or bad, she may 
possess in the sublime degrees, I cannot say ; but within 
the 2,000 lodges of this Republic, and all the masonic fra
ternities of Great Britain, I am competent to say she has, 
besides the empty machinery of the craft, Non-not the 
least. The pass-words, signs and tokens, ~c. &e. contri
ved, selected, and framed together, to sene as the anatomy 
of the masonic body ;--these are a secret; and these. are 
the only secrets within any legally constituted lodge on . the 
globe. And is it. for these she triumphs, in most of .hf'r 
standard publications, in the- following terms ? 

"Hail M._, divine, 
" Gloly of aa- IllUDe, 

.. Lcmr may'A thaa. nip ! 
"Thy noble ordenl are 
"Matehle. beyond compare, 
"No art with-thee C&DIIhare; 

" Thou art divine • ., 

. I 

For the bare paat-words and grips, masonic catechism and 
tradition? She might better congratulate herself upon her 
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white ap10111, red suhes, and tremendOUB grand titles ;: this 
would be more honeat, and. equaUy &elllible. 

ADd then doea ahe say that •• bad memben have been 
upelled ; but they keep the secreta with which they haYe 
been inltnlted 1 Neither the power of gold, which bu 
ofteo Mtrayed kiap and priacea, and sometimes overthrown 
states, empires, and kingdoms ; nor the lD08t cmel punilh
men4 whiclt the mORt malignant tyrants could devise, ever 
extorted the aecrets of Free Masomy, ~en from the wealr.e&t 
member of the fraternity."•-NmD MOIL p. 78 • . 

That is oaly her word for it; and abe can, one day, take 
the life of a· member,_ for baYing expoaed her oakedneas; 
and brag of her divinity the nex4 of her irapenetrabk .,._ 
tery., of her virgin aanctity. -The insinuation conveyed ill 
thia extract from the Monitor, and the fact IUIBUIIled by 
many oratoi'IJ, for the glory of Muonry, that her mysteriee 
haYe· never Binee creation been revealed, except to a law
fuDy initia~ brother, is a mistake, having aeea them before 
I took a Mason's oath. Which oath, the novice is 8BBUred, 
before .it is dictated, contain& nothing counter to his duty to 
~and to bia country. 

Query; taken under aueh cirenmstaneea, and being 
afterwards found to cover_ mueb. which is contrary to 
truth, subversive of aocial confidence, and hostile to the name 

· of the Lord JeaDB, and thus counter to hi& duty to God and 
to hia country; is it obligatory u.pon the confiding candidate ? 

Without deciding the qaeatiO.D for others, I ahaU decide, 
(tiMiugb perfectly impreaaed in the nipt of tbe oath, with 
the importaoee of the aaviqg clause,) that it ought, as far u 
pouible, by me, to be .lr.epL It I'UD8, •• ever coneeal, and 
never reveal, any part or parts, art or arts, point or point8, 
of the aeeret lll'tit and mysteries of ancient Free Muonry," 

• Bllllllre8 iD the .tala or 11--York opealy acbowledp the~ ·-or llolpD'a beok,aad YflrJID&DJ b&Ye N. it 'Dilller their halld iD t1ae 
JMiblic:Jrinta. . 

·. ' 
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&c. ; "110t write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, ialleDt, 
pajnt, ~r engrave it, on any tbiag moveaDle or immoYeUle, 
aDder the wlaole canopy of heaYU, whereby or whereon 
the leut J.ater, ~ charac&er, mar~, RaiD, aUdow, or 
~aoce of the 118.1De, may become legible or-~ 
to JD)'I81f, or uay oUter persoo in &he bowa world, whtnby 
the aecreta of Muonry IIlii}' be uolawidly obtaiaed." 

"Not write, print, atamp-it." what is it !-h refen to 
Ancient Free Maaomy: "Not the lcut letter, fi~ cha
racter," &c. then, of Ancient Free Muonry, may be writ-
1eb, "whP.reby the secreta ofMaaonry may be anlawfully ob
taiaed." IT, or AncientFree-Muoiuy,theobject oftbe ae• 
tioul fotbidden in the oath, is ian impoesible thing, and faJae. 

It is contnuy to relifPon to be silent on the subject ; con
trary to the fealty due both to God and to my country, to 
represent Free Masonry otherwise than false and .impoelliWe~ 

I suppote the 1ecret1 of Free Muoory, are troe; .00 mre 
..aetB of the craft it is not my purpoee to expoee. Oar 
stpa, tokens, &c. are true, from bead to heeL ·The qllelltionl 
.ad answers a~ instead of truth, to &erYe as tobas and .. ; 
and the events in the tradition are instead of tnlth, u ~~en

is« to show a muter Mason, they are fi.Jse in poilat of act. 
Tbe aipa and tokell8, &c. l haYe not touched with a 
finpr. 

The nature of the queJtions and anawera I have~ 
bth ia the mppoeed meeting of the three Grand MUllen 
under the temple; and if it be done in a way, showiag not 
the qll88tioos and answers themaetfea, bat only their 
dlaracter, ao that no one not initiaeed can by them impo~~e 
himll81f upon the craft as a brother, t1uJ ·~is no 

· abadowingoftho secrets, but only of their character, and is 
no trall8gression ; is not a thing " whereby the eeeret. of 
Masonry may be unlawfully obtained., 

With the ~dition I have been necessarily more free; 
yet have endeavoured, while exp<Miing its .~ or 
(In the language of the Sovereign Inspector Geaenl, ·M.s
t~r of the Degree of Perff'Ction. and much more. it• 
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erron," to leave all ic& tnrth; llM all iCB legitimate 011e, 

true or fialle, entirely undisturbed. · It is a h.rful thiBg to 
depart from an obligation, sanctioned by an oath. 

But what it it. we are neither to write, print, &c.? Aa
cient Free Mtuomy. This never had existence, brother: 
I say that ancient Free Masonry Deft~' .bad uisteace. To 
IM'ile, priat, aod eo expoee .a· thing which oevel' bad being, 
would ~ MUDdlaa&en'- taleDta, wouW ltllp888 the feat 
ol ee«in« the NOrth mer oo fire. If ancient Free V.
BQIH'}' meaa any thing, it is an order pven of HeaYen to the 
first Ma,solls; (Booi of Cou. p. 19.) hQJioured by ·Eao.da, 
Noah, and the patriii'ChB i at least orgaoized b,. Solomon, 
aad. &domed by the apostles, besides a host of heathens. 
No aucb animal, or subaance, order, -end\, or iastitutioa, 
now eDits, or hu ever. existed; and, tberef~ m.tead of 
profuely oltligatibg men by a horrid oath not to dilcover it 
fllfla»follg, we may, bretbrea, more properJy challenge aftd 
defy the moat scruDaizi.Dg miDd to dillooYer it at ~ 

A certain institutiOn wbieh _spi'Wlg into eDatence in the 
era of the. South- Sea acheme, and which hu ~ulated 
JDCIIe &eely with men's consciences. in every geaeradon, · 
from A. D. 1m, to this day, than that bubble did with the 
estates of its duped adYenturen; an institution dedicated 
1o pmo.s of 1800 y~ which itself scarce numbers 150 
yean ; full of all absurdities, and yet acerediting itself from 
Abcmt; making the Lord of Heaven chargeable for its 
birth aad '-rm, for ita foUy and gift to man; such an in
stitation, it may be believed, is not entirely and altogether 
within the aeope of an oath taken. in support of ancieftt 
Free -Mcuoary. And if it be not &uch an institution now 
under expositioo, be the blame on me ; bot if such, let that 
institutioa bear it. · 

• "Wbieh the no'Yic:e ciLn prove to be such, In a minute after I hue 10-

Jemnly prononnood them t~ be undeniable ttutba, -by that._., Billie em 
wbieh I have ~ift!d his obligation.'' (DIIlcllo'• Onrtmu, p. 44.) · 
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142 &ASO¥IC O.AT.H • .. h. Adam, cnated, beJMld the Iicht ..... 
" Hea._ made him aM-. &Dd pn,bim a lip. 
" Oar royal grand --to him did imput, 
" ADd in pan.dble ofteD be taJbd of oar art." 

. roe. c-p ...... Rig. 

True as Free Masonry~ 
" Are you a royal arch 7 a templar? a grand master ar

chitect?- a sovereign inspector prai?-You are but a 
Master Mason. How do you know, then, of what you 
aflirm ; that Free Masonry is a sister of the South · Sea 
schemef" 

Now,theinquirerwould havemegoup nineteen degrees 
above perfection, besides twenty collateral degrees,· (vide 
p. 11~.) to learn the begimWig of Free Masonry; would 
have me mount to the pinnacle of the masonic temple to 
find its supports. Let alone, if the three lower stories of the 
m88onic edifice are &Wept from their sandy foundation, the 
upper stories will' find it difficuJt to stand, no doubt. How
ever, let them stand like the royal arch, without a founda
tion ; I know not wliy I should do homage to the queen of 
darlmess for them; she can give nothing new through 
them : with the recklessnese of a spendthrift she has con
ferred all _needed favours within the lodges ; natural reli
gion in the first ; all the liberal arts imd scienCe& in the ee
cond, an~ the doctrine of the resurrection in the third de
gree. Having all this, to want more would be avarice. 
Can any one really wish for more 1 Can all that is I~ in 
the remaining fifty degrees of M880nrj be worth u mqy 
tremendous ·oaths; " in token of your 888ent you will kiss 
the booft f" No, no, the axe is laid at the root of the 
tree. I cannot bow down and fifty times swear fealty, fur 
any apprehension I have that the branches will survive the 
fire into which they must fall with the falli1_1g trunk. 

" Not the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain 
shadow, or resemblance, legible or intelligible to myself or 

. others."-Fne-Maon'• Oath. 
This is a small part of one oath, three of which, like the 

triple headed . Cflrberus, arc !ltationed nt the entrance nf 
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" thia udur e.pire," " to prevent the liviDg tiom eqter
ing the ~mal regions, and the dead tiom escaping." 

.. <Mberua Mia in~- latlatiiJ"'IIII& trifam:i . 
" PeriOII&t adveno rKUballll immaDill in utro." ·-

Emili, 'fi. 417. 

A fit guardian of fit place. ·Every degree has its ·o·ath, and 
each concludes with a penalty honid in the extreme. 

A dread .of the lighi, ·whatever else, is plainly •llatlmDed · 
fOrth in this anDOQS eare-·to close every avenue to the datk 
vault of the lodge. Cacus had not more bolts; and loeb, 
8lld leTe111, to his &eeret mansion, than Muomy has to hers. 
I shall not push them back, not turn a key, not slip a bolt ; 
there it a way to her dwelling very like that by which Her
cules came upon the thief of his heifers; he overturned the 
mountain beueath which the 'rogtie had his dwelling; and 

.. The COUft of c---nwealed to llifbt, 
"Tbecanm Jlar-withnnr admiUIId iipL"--~ 

Masomy, cove.-ed with a mountain of pretensions, and 
having for her dwelliog a secret lodge, with only one ave
nue, gnarded by imprecating sprites, of whom harpies and 
gorgons are not UDBuitable emblems, rejoices in her secu
rity, and glories in her s~eogth. Though a mortal my 
evade her wiles, and find an open entrarice.; though he 
may, fearless of the corutequenees,.give a key to every lock, 
aad eet the door open wide for those who will to enter, she 
ati1l sits a queen in the darkness ; her throne is UDBh~eo ; 
her canopy of pretenSions defends her. It is that eapopy 
which this work is intended to overthrow. 

---- Et CUi deteca. appuult mp. 
....... et 1IIJibroae peDitua patu.e O&ftiiiiU." 

.hill, ~.!41: . 
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· 'nul teD&At tnmble. at the81lt8riDg light. 

Volumes of dark smoke she may vomit forth to the ad· 
mintioll of .her trembling adherents ; ay, she may quote thf'! 
bricks of ancient Babylon in proof of her antiquity, and. 
recite " tile m)'ltic chroniclee of IDOIII covered ..a.." in 
" the uoivenal Jaup-. of Muoaa," to the deJipt of her 
doubtiofJ fOllowers; but aU ~ DO parpoae. Her hour has 
coaae ; the eJaa,8a of ridicule ate poillled at ber life ; the bow 
ia drawa by iadipation at her rioleooe and pride ; tbe.,.,..,. 
of tru&la ia railed; aod die • mU&t, to.,.._ throop aoolber 
metenipqchOais. Her apirit will .aeek a new fono to de
ceive maokiad ; Free- .KIIIOIUJ can serve fOI' ita eoT.-iag no 
~- . 

It caa be ao breach of duty to ezpote the empty _,._ 
tiona ·of Muomy by a slipt use of the means which her 
votaries freely uae b her pnille. Mr. Webb, for the glory 
of :Muonry, "recites fifteen pagee of traditions belonging to 
the sublime degrees, more extravagant, and not less absurd, 
than that of the master's degree. Did he trifle w.ith his 
oath f I hope not; then much 1888 have I. Mes&rll. Har
die, Hutehimlon, Town, Preston, Dermott, Bmith, &c. &c. 
ha-ye, each and all, taken greater h"berties with the traditions 
of the craft, dum the "writer; add to these the Book of 
eoo..itutions. Have they mocked their oath T or have they 
liberty, aeeiog they use it " for her profit and praise," and 
the writer none, seeing he speaks the truth to her shame T 

Their transgression shaD not be· my justification; I do 
not name it u t10ch, but -only to silence the captious. They 
coDBidered, u I do, that the secrets of Masonry are her 
rigu, IDOI'tl., and toifJRB; these the oath regards, and no 
more. The common language of Masoos in conversation 
upon the subject ol v..n...,, il .-Dol that this is the 
opinion of the neemity in retpeCt" to the application 
of the oaths. And, it this interpretation should seem to a 
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single mind partial, I do not solely rely upon it, but upon 
the saving clause, that the oath is administered with the 
express declaration precedent, that it u not to bind the caJl· 

didate in any tling a.ffutin{J AU religiori, or AU duty to AU 
cormtiy; both religion and duty to my cOuntry constrain 
me to use all honourable means for exposing to view the 
egregious perversions ~f Free Masonry. 

"Aak you what provocation I hno had?_ 
" The lUong antipathy of 1ood to bad. 

_ " When truth or virtue an a!iont enduree, 
" The atfront ia mine, my iHende, antlllhould be yoUll ; 
" Mine.u a foe to every f'a1le protence, . 
" Who t.b.ink a coxcomb'• honour like ~ B8D88; 
"Mine,uafriend toenry worthy mind, 
"Andmioe, umuawhofeel for all mankind." 

I cannot help it; the commencement of this work. is · 
more respectful to Free Muonry; then I did not kDow her 
so weD ; thought poeaibly she inight have body enough to 
ca8t a shadow, and treated her according to what ~ 
might be, entitled to some measure of respeet ; but fiuther 
investigations, proseeuted now to the 8W111Dit of the lodges, 
in company with the reader, warrant a style of m:prellion, 
which, at first, might fairly be accountecJ declamatory. To 
prove her shameless, !pld to treat her with personal respect, 
would not sUit the integrity of character aimed at in to 
treatise. -

19 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Containing a Sltetchof the great delwimil wliicla N.me pre- -
miled in different ages of the worUJ; and amtDeriag the 
quution, lww could Free Mruonry be enilured •o loRg? 

" He taketh the cypn. and the oak ; he bumeth part then!Of' iu the fire; 
yea, he warmeth hi~~~~~elf, and aaith, Aha! I am warm, I han 1111811 the fire; 
and the reaidue theruof he maketh a God, eveu hi. graven imace; he fall
eth down unto it and worahippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and l&ith, Deli
ver me,Jw thDu tlrl III:Y (hd. "-I1ai.ah. 

ON£ difficulty remains to perplex the .reader, via. "If 
this is Free .Masonry, how has it been endured so long?" 
A hard question, which a~ts of an answer. But &oppose 
it do not admit of an answer 1 1B it, therefore, to ovenet 
a &erie& of well established facts 1 BecauBe we can not 
tell hOfD, the Franklin rod attracts the lightning, shall we 
doubt its attractive power ? The fact is e&tablished, be the 
explanation what it may. . 

Again, the question may admit of an answer, apd· yet 
through infirmity, the writer may fwl to give iL 

The planets cease not to tun their several circuits, though 
De& Cartes' theory of their motions was never satisfactory, 
and is now quite exploded. Should I fail, then, in an attempt 
to answer this question, the facts stated with respect to it 
remain unabated ; and should the following argument seem 
oa hypothetical as Des Cartes' theory, the pl~ets are not 
more true to the BUD, than the facts of this treatise are to 
Free Masonry. 

" How then has it been endured so long ?" 
Men have been ever forid of strange things. A glance 

at their follies will show that Free Masonry is not the most 
incredible fault of which they have been guilty. Begin-
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ning the answer where Masonry is said to have begun, in 
the garden of Eden, the first man, Adam, lured by· the false 
hope of exaltation, tell into disobedience and the snare of 
death ; then the old world became entirely corrupted, and 
was in consequence destroyed by the flood : next, the sons 
of Noah, while he yet .lived, madly raised the tower of Ba
bel : afterward, the Egyptians, 'the wisest people .o(their 
age, who raised monu~ents of art, that the puny mOdems, 
with their best efforts, have not the means to take down, 
became the most superstitioWI people on earth : " they lost 
Pelusium, the key of Egypt," by the stratagem of Camby
ses, " who placed in the front of his a.rlny a great number 
of cats, dogs, sheep, and other animals, which were regard
ed as sacred by. the Egyptians, and then attacked the city 
bystonn. · 

" The garrison, not daring either to fling a dart, or shoot 
an arrow, for fear of hitting some of these animals, Cam
byaes became. master of the place without opposition." 
[ RoUin, vol. i. p. 365.] . . . . 

If the Egyptians were not so wise and learned as the 
mod~s, neiiher is Free Masonry so contemptible as their 
supentition. .. It is astonishing t'o see a nation which 
boasted its superiority above all others with regard to wis
dom and learning, thUJ blindly abandon itself to the most 
gross and ridiculous superstition. Indeed, to read of ani
mals,- and vile· insects, honoured with religious worship, 
placed in temples, and maintained with great care at an 
extravagant expense; to read that those who murdered 
them were punished with death, and that these animal11 
were ~mbalmed, and solemnly deposited in tombs, assigned 
them by the public ; to learn that this extravagance was 
carried to such a pitch, that leeks and oniom were acknow
ledged as deities, were invoked in ·necessity, and depended 
upon for succour and protection ; are absurdities which we, 
at this disum~ of time, can scarcely believe ; and yet they 
have the evidence of all antiquity." [RoUin, vol. i. p. 116.] 

This superstition is a matter of historical fact : how could 

. . .. 
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it have been endured a tnoment 1 Free Masonry, making 
every allowance, offert notbiDg in absurdity equal to it. 
The crocodile, the rat, . the cat, &c. are found by modern 
travell~, embalmed by the side of their;deluded worship· 
pe~ 

The ehildrep of !braham, distinguished by the most as
tonishing miracles, ta~ht by the prophets, and possessed of 
the oraclea of God, had neither eyes to see, nor hearts to 
understand, neither knowledge nor underst&nding to say of 
theii idols of wood, " I have burned part of it in the fire ; 
yea, also, I have baked bread upon the coals of it; I have 
roasted flesh and eaten it ; IUld shall I fall down to the 
stock ofa tree." [ l&aiah, ch. 44.] 

Making every allowance, Free Ma8onry furnishes nothing 
in absurdity to equal this. How could it have been endur
ed for a moment 1 

Pass to the Greeks, that high-spirited people, that nation 
of "philosophers and heroes, to whom the rest of mankind 
were barbarians. They believed in the divinity and the 
vice!l of Jupiter, the oracles of Apollo, the labors of Her
cules, and the innumerable fables of a ridiculous mytholo
gy ; Socrates, their highest boast~ in his last moments, SO· 

lemnly re~inding his friends of the rooster, due to the dei
fied Doctor Esculapius. This entirely surpasses the follies 
of Free Masonry, and yet it is undeniably true, and the 
Sovereign Inspect~r General might declare it so without 
fear of contradiction. 

Free Masonry may be challenged to furnish an absurdity 
surpassing that exhibited by the conquerors of the world, 
when, in their degmdation, they chose· a -hor1e to jill the 
dignity .ftr~t honoured by Brutiu ; or when in their glory 
the armies of Rome refused to engage with their enemies, 
if the chickens refused to eat I · · 

No people that ever lived upon the earth, possess by na
ture more cunning than the Egyptian, more intelligence 
than the Greek, or more gravity than the Roman. Yet in· 
to thet~e absurdities thev fell, not as individuals, or as frater-
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wtaes, but as whole nations ; not for one ha~f century 
alone, but during their national existence. . 

We aie. unfortunately, independent of antiquity for ex
amples of this sort. Man is the same incoOIIistent being 
in all a8es of the world, ~ all s&ages of civiliz'ation. · Idola
try, superstition, and imposture,.have not ceased from the 
earth. ·Folly is not confined to Free .Mason lodges. One 
half of the human race are DOW the miserable vi.ctims of a 
faith searcely superior to the worship of leeks and onions : 
one fifth, a -brave, and honest, and intelligent people, are 
the followen of the false prophet-to this day, the dupes of 
the Mahommedan imposture ; and when we come to our 
own family of men, we find the ~nlightened and philpso
phic, the liberal and pious of Christendom, divided into 
the worshippers of images and saints, and the rebels from 
the authority of the Pope ; each to the other no less 
strange, unaccountable, and absurd, than Free Masonry is 
to the reader. · 

An ancient, and yet a modem fact, more hideous and 
unnatuial thari any yet mentioned, but perfectly sure, is : 
"Pilate said, whom will ye that I release unto you, Barrab
bas or Jesus, who is called Christ 1 And they say unto him, 
Barrabbas : they cried out all at once, not this man, but 
Barrabbas. · · . ' 

" And he released unto them him that for .sedition and 
murder WQ east into prison, whom they had desired : but 
he delivered JeBUs to their will." 

. Their preference was meditated, was expressed with loud 
clamour ; •• away with this man !" 

And millions of the people favoured of heaven, children 
of faithful Abraham and chosen ISrael, have steadily, for 
eighteen centuries, maint~ed the obstinate unbelief of 
their fathers, and do yet maintain it. 

Comparing her absurdities with the character of this fact, 
Free Masonry has a right to be proud :·yet it has been five
fold longer endured by the sharp..sighted Jews, than the 
name or Free MasO'IU"!/ has been known. 
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"What do you infer from all this?" Plainly,.that man 
is capable of believing aDd maintaining ~lie inconsistencies 
of Free Masonry ;• that the institution, absurd as the truth 
makes it, ought not, on that account, to be thought impoe
sible; and a reviewer, not many months since, was at a 
fault~ concluding upon M~ugan 's book, "that if this were 
true, the institution would have fallen long ago; w.ould not 
have waited the impious hand of an unprincipled a!!!l8ssin, 
to strike' the deadly blow." 

"But the Egyptians, Grecians, Jews, · and Romans, did 
not realiy believe these absurdities." Their actions· declare 
that they did: and if their leaders were wiser, yet for sOme 
reason, they gave in to the popJdar faith ; taught, enforced, 
and practised iL So. with Free Masonry; if not believed, it 
is practised as ifit were: if the leaders are wiser, they still 
have their reasons for teaching, enforcing, extending, and 
maintaining it. 

Have we no more sense than the men of Israel? No 
understanding to say, a part of it I have burned; and 
shall I make the-residue ther~fan abomination 1 A large 
part of it I know to be false ; shall I make the residue my 
religion 1 · 

It is evident that the wi,sest. nations, in their best days, 
have fallen into greater errors than this of Free Masonry ; 
and that the men who might be supposed to know better, 
have either encouraged, or yielded to the folly. This is 
precisely the ground on which our order stands. The mul
titude are duped by it ; and the knowing ones either yield , 
to, or encourage the folly. This- is my answer, generally, 
to the question, " how could it be endured so l9ng 1" At . 
another time, I will give particular reasons for the appear
ance of the names of Washington, Warren, Gebrge IV., 
Frederick the Great, &c. upon the rolls of the fraternity. 

" Sufficit huic diei aua ve.utio." 

* " Stultorum inftnitus est numen~~~." 



XUTAL DKPB.AVITL Ial 

And most this great society, this mighty society, which 
has waxed rich through the abundance 9f her delicacies, 
and has lUngs for her grand masters, and the princes of the 
earth for her priest. and ministers ; which saith in her heart, 
" I sit as a queen and am no widow, and shall see no sor
row;" must she be numbered with the superstitions and im
postUres which have deceived mankind ; most she pass 
away and be found no more at all?"' 

Indeed, I think so;-let those who will, take up.the la
mentation, (not given for the mourners on this particular 
occasion, yet so admirably suited, that may I be pardoned 
fur introducing iL) " Alas I Alas I that great aociety that was 
clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked 
with gold, and precious stones, and pearls ! 

"For in one hour so great nches is come to nought." 

CHAPTER XXV . 

.. A,(ai.o !-A.piu !-f'O,OOO !-Two Quarten oftbe Higbe.t Prize draWD 
hen! !'"-B.,.,_,. 

ToE history of Free Masonry alone can fully develope 
its character; a true and rational account of its origin, 
changes, operations and results. Such a history it is, not 
within the scope of this work to give; and yet, for the read
er's satisfaction, I attempt to embody in this chapter, views 
of Free Masonry drawn from a satisfactory conception of 
its history, and ably supported by the succeeding chapters 
of this treatise. 

.,. tlt. John. 
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Paschal, describing the order of Jesuists, portrays with 
a master hand the most p.:Ominent features of Free Ma· 
sonry. With his work before me ( lEUbrel de Blsile .p,. 
ctd. A un Prot1incial, Lettre c~nq,.a-e.) I fill up the out
liue, and suit the &hading to the present 11ubject. 

Free· Masonry, " which the first Masons received &om 
God," and which teaches "the skyUe of beComing gude 
and parfyghte without the help of fear and hope," doth 
also rest on "the same co-eternal and nnshaken foundation, 
contain and inculcate, in substance, the same truth, aod 
propose the same ultgnate end, Ill! the doctrine of Cbria
tianity taught by Divine Revelation." (Grand Clutpter of 
NetD··Yorlt. Tm.on'• Spec. Free Mf1M1R1?1, p. 13. 1st ed.) 
"Speculative Free Masoiuy," say the grand chapter, 
(Tm.on, p. 23.) ~· evidently embracea, in body and substance, 
the whole duty of man as a moral being." Who~ doubt 
this? Not the proffZM, surely, for having never entered 
the sacred walls of !1 lodge room, it does not belong to 
them to.aflirm or to deny what is masonically taught there. 
Not the fraternity, fOr- they see with their own eyes, and hear 
with their own ears, and sanction by their highest official 
documents, the matters quoted here. 
. Neither can it be doubted, that " ever since symmetry 
began, and harmony· displayed her charms, our order has 
had a being." The Master of the Lodge of Antiquity 
must know, Mr. Preston, " the faithful historian of Mason
ry;" and he asserts it, supported by the Grand Chapter of 
Rhode Island, and Mr. Webb. (Pre&ton, book I. sec. 3. 
Free Mu. ~lion. p(U'tl. ch. l.) 

Free Masonry is, also, "the key-stone to all other~ 
and seiences." (Hardie'• Mon. p. 189;) It consecrated 
the Sabbath as a day of rest. (Ma11. Manual, p. 170. Har
die'• Mon. p.lll. Webb'• Mon. p. 55. and F. M. libra
ry, p. 168.) And "includes within its circle almost every 
branch of polite learning." ( Pre11ton, b. 2. see. 4. Fret! 
Mu. Mon. part I. chap. 10. F. M. Library, p. 165.) It 
teaches the seven liberal arts and sciences, besides tile 61aclt 
art, or "the art of wunderwurkynge, and of foresaying 
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things to come ; , ,, . the art of chaunges,, or transmptation 
>f metals, by which the aiC(henUits abstract pure gold from 
lid hrats and rust of. iron. . Also, " tile way of winning the 
"acvlt!le of .A.brac." (An abb~viation· of Abracadabra ; a 
nagic!il word.-Mr. Locke.) And "the wiiversal lan
guage of ~uon&" (See Boo4 of.Oom. p. 19. ·F. M • 
.Li~Wwly; .p. 11. . .Hri1c1Won, CaJ,cott, &c. &c. . Pr~ 
b. 3.. 8. 1.) ·: 

AU this. is not to be do!lbted; for Fr~ Muoory deel&res 
it ia the mOBt solemn form, and under her highest aanctioos, 
in the very worda- quoted here. · WiD any man~ not having 
seen her my~ pi-esume to contradict her grand lodges, 
and her grand ehapten, and her grand oftice bearers, on 
both--sides of the Atlantic 1 I am pem~aded not one. 

To is the attire· in which Free ~a8onry anays herself; 
it is her court dress ; her usual apparel is more simple. In 
the common .intercoune of the &atemity in this country, 
llhe does claim, it is true, most effectually to execute what 
Christianity was intended to accomplish, the establisbmellt 
of fraternal relations IUPoog all the liOns of. Adam ; butlhil 
without the most distant idea of repre.enting herself &o be 
a very officient character, and Cbristianity feeble ; no, no; 
" tlu: .,U.,enal prUaciplu of the art unite mea of the •• 
~ teneu, of tlte _, tlUtaat coalriu, 1111d of t/uJ 
_, CfWtradictory opiniGru, 1ft OIIB WJU&Olubk bond of ~ 
fodioa;" (F. M. Mon. part 1. ch. 1. Preston,~. L sec.~.} 
hut yet she is only •<' tile lumJIIWirl of reJi8ton., 

Now, is she not a pattern of· humility 1 Able to do. · 
this; unite ia one irtdUaolable bond of a.fecii~ Mea aJ lht 
,..,., · oppoti1e teJU'b, aud ,et. cootent to be accounted tbe 
handmaid instead of . tbe. mistresa? Truly, she WfOD88 
herself to the praille of her modesty-; taking the lower-Beat; 
when every reftectiag mind mnst be conscious, that the 
muter of the feut, on entering, will 8af, " Friend, go up 
higher," and she will have honour in the eyes of all men. 
0, immaculate art of demonstrating moral truth by geo
metric~ solutions! (F.M. L. p.179. F. M. Manuol, p.l89. 

20 



154 FREE MASONRY, 

Prencm'• Illrutratiom of Matcmry, p. 61. b. 2. s. 4. liar· 
die'• Mcm. p. 89. F;· M. Mon. part l. ch. 10. The Charg-e 
to the newly adntitted Fellow Craft.) 0 renowned" Art of 
finding new arts,"· " for ller•otma prOfit and prcme !" (F. 
M. L. p. ll. Book of C0718. p. 19. Presion, b. 3. 11. 1.) 
" How iAall all that ptull by, clap their 1&ant1B qJ thee, and 
.aY, iB this the 1ociety tlaat men caU the perfection-of beauty ? 
tlllll iB "built on the Rock of .Agu ?17 (Mr. Totma, p. 24.) 
the glory and beauty of the whole earth 1 0, how art thou 
fallen, Daughter-of the night, and of darkness, and there is 
none to help ·thee I " Thine enemiel lume opened their 
mouth·; tlaey m,,; tlaey •ay, Certamly tkist ·ist the .day we 
looked for; we haVe founil; we have 1een it.,., 

. Though our lady always carri~ some jewels to allure, 
and the same immodest spirit to defile, yet her common 
garb is of this ~tort. · 

She -is self-complaisant enough to think that it is useful, 
and even necessary for the pr~motion of virtue, that her in
fluence· should universally prevail, and that all consciences 
should be laid under the restraint of her oaths. And, be
cause Evangelical truth is much esteemed by some, Free 
MIUIOnry, by the hand of Mr. Town, and the Grand Chap
ter of New-York, (Town'• Spec. M. p. 31.) is declared 
t(> " etnbrtJCe ·tile whole ~ matter of· the divine eccmo· 
.tag;" and present "for mblif!aec0111emplation," " the deep 
taylteriu of the · Divine Word, in whom all the fulnu• of 
_the GodlaeQd dvJ~ bodi!y." (Idem. p. 24.) Thi& pleases 
some Christians. 

But as other men ~e infidels, she presents herself to them, 
in the c;:eremonial of the craft, publicly offering prayers in 
mockery of truth : " A• we Qf'e now Qbout to enlighten a 
fellow fJIOf1al in Free Ma.cmry, wilt thou enlighten ru in a 
knot.oledtfe of divine truth." (Book of Com. p. 151.) And 
from profane lips uttering over the novice, "Endw. llitn 

• Jeremiah. 
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w;,h a cornpettmcg of divine ·wisdom, tAiJt, by the secret. of 
OUI" art, l&fJ "''PJ be better ~ to 4~ i1ae beauty of 
l&oliaa•." (Found, without "JDB.te,ial variations, Hardie's.. 
Mon. p. 218. Boolt of OMU. p. 1~. ~ Rezon, p. 
45. ·F. M. L. p. 129. Praton, b. ~ s. 3.. Or011s'• Olulrt, · 
s. 1. F. M. Mon. part 1 •. eli. .8 pp. 36, 37.) At no time 
reverently. naming ·the only Mediau;r ~lwf!en .God and 
man, . but avoiding the name of J~ 9ur Lord : and this 
suits the infidels. . 

But many of the fraternity care for none of th8se thibgs; 
give the~· the jovial meetirig, the exciting cup, the smoking · 
~.and the mantle of nighL To~ she comfilS with 
laughter and SQDg : . · · 

"Let your heart. be blytho and gay; 
" Joy and mirtlt lilt all diBplay; 

"No dull can 
" Shall eater here., 

"For tbia .ia Muon'• holiday." 
Pruton, ttl. 1788. 

And should sober friendS doubt the tendency of this n~
tumal institution, she furnishes her votary with !JUitabte de-
fence. · 

" CoiCllllllical pedaubl ;_y say what they can ; 
" Ab- 111, ill U.,. u, aud laugh at our piau ; 
" W o'lllctnper - ffiiWtiU', enliYen our soW., , 
" And join in a choroe o'er full Sowing bowl.e. 

Cho~" We alt.IHIJ~ IU'e fru,"' &r:c. 
1/Nl. 

This suits the lovers of fun, and of good liquor ; and many 
are the poorfellows living monuments to.its efficacy; but 
dead to society ; dead, hl'eathing, moving, yawning, d.ead 
men; waiting for the monster to close 1heir eyes, ~d to lay 
them welcome to their feU~w earth, forgotten in the tomb. 

By this obliging and accommodating spirit, she extends 
her arms to all .the world, and holds within her fond embraee 
men of the moat oppolite tenets. Does one charge her with 
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licentiousness 1 She, in ll mome.,t, repeats all the emblems 
and morals of tlte apprentiee's degree. Does one c~a.rge 
her with infidelity, rank deism 1 She quotes Mr. Town and 
the Grand Chapter, officially declaring that : " .Aa lhe W onl 
U. tire jirsl verle of St. Jolm, coJUtihaes ·the folmdation, tlae 
mr;ect matter, cmd lire great ultitiiDie ·end of tire CAristitm 
economy; so doctr .the same WORD in .all its relations to 
man, time, and eternitY, constitute the very· ~epoe of spe
culative Free Masonry." [Spec. Masonry, p. 154., the last 
clause o(chap. 13.] 
· Does ·any one· say, she is senseless and unmeaning 1 She 

immediately. calls. up Mr. Preston, Col. Webb, Mr. Cross, 
Messrs., and gentlemen by scores, to declare, "·Free Ma
sonry is a progressive science:" "·Masonry inclu~es almost 
eveey branch of polite learning ; " 1' to exhaust the various 
subjects of which Masonry treats, would transcend the pow
ers of the brightest genius." 

Does any say she is ~ontemptible ? She replies : 

" Thl) greal4at of mouarchs, the w•t of men, 
" F~ Masonry, .l!_onoured again and again: 
" And noble. have quitted all other delights, 
n With joy to preside in our mylltical rHea." 

Washington, ·Warren, and FNoklin, are names often 
quoted to the hm~our ofFree·Masoary. It does not appear 
that the first concerned himself with it. He WB:B taken m, 
as many have since been, and said no blore abOut it. But 
W ashingtoh civilly answered the complimepts of the Grand 
I~odges, and that is reason enough for Free Masonry to de
corate lierself with ·his name. 

Warren and Franklin were active Free Masons : so has 
been George IV. and Frederick the Great. But in 'either 
case, was it for her sake, whose Grand Master so pm;llani
mously died under the stroke of the two foot rule, the lqutllf'e, 

and the malkt? Did they court the lodges for the sake of 
bantering with strangers : " yo~ are a Mason then, I pre-
sume?" · 

"I am ; try me.'' 
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For the embrace of the five points of tellowship, and for 
the Shibboleth of Free Mallonry? · N ot"they. 

What. was their object, ..let otherB say : · sure'ly it was not 
'tor tbe light or 1he love of Free Masonry. Franklin and 
W airen saw the st~mn of tpe revolution in the clouds which 
precede the. rain. They &ought the ·deliTerance 6f their 
country from foreign &Way .. ·One who works against the 
ruling· powen of '&Jiy·form of government, will find _Free 
Masonry, as Weishaupt did in working again•t all foJ'Jil8 of 
government, a good tool. · 

Many officerB·of our· revolutionary anny, for pastime, 
rui~ il conf~eracy to SU8tain them und~r their peculiar trials 
and dangerB, fell into the arms of Free Masonry. They 
were regarded as rcbela,. witboot bsing paid like patriots ; 
and 80 it was, for whatever reason, Free. Masonry first flou. 
rished in our country~ t.br«>ugh the struggle for our national 
indepen«fence. . · • 

Why Frederick the Great was engagoo in the lodges, will 
appelll' in the sequel. That tbe present king of Enghind4 

while Prince ofW ales, presided over the lodges of Englalid, 
may be account~ for by the use then tnade of Free Masonry 
on the continent of Europe, to des~oy, not o~ly every throne, 
but every form of government. He, as heir to a _ throne, 
would take care for it: and how better, than by heading 
and thus guiding the most powerful engine of attack lev~l
led against ihe Bourbons of Frmce 1 A prince, having the 
wisdom to confer a knighthood for the capture of an Ame- • 
riean frigate, would cheerfully have given an earldom to the 
subject, who, at that period, had blown Free Masonry fairly 
out of water ; but parliament, in .1799, putting an elttin
g.t_Jisber upon its vanity, by confining it to ihe tlaree degree•; 
&Dd the royal family condescending to govern it, it is now 
in Eflland as harinless and ·res~table and silly,. ~ a 
cotlrt fool. · 
· It is harmless only as a political engine ; in its inflUence 
upon the morals, Free Masonry is a cune to any people. 
Gentlemen may point out a thousand instances of her ex-
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cellefit motal influence; but she is a deceiver, and capnot 
be trusted when she speaks the truth. All have heB.rd 
of the veracity ~the thirsty savage, whot on·a winter's day, 
received his. quart for a deer, which the shopman " might 
find"-but ·did not find. The savage,. when afterwards 
challenged, replied, " You found Sigamond lake 7" " Yes." 
-"·And the great white oak?" · '' Yes.''-"lt is well if In
dian tell two truths to one lie." Like ' this veracity is the 
moral influence of Free Masonry. She define• pmetry 
and the scien~es, like Playfair; and tells you, ".the&e are 
~he delight of. the lodges." You find the lOdge, as c-ertain 
as the shopman did the big wOite oak by Sigainond lake, 
but no deer is there. She discourses upon .religion and mo
rality; like a saint ; and pr~tends to gtlide her followers to 
a blessed immortality. They find the white oak and the 
lake, two truths ; but the main thing is false : Free Ma
sonry is a blind guide. She pretends ·that " the woaD ir& tl•e 
jir&t .ver&e of St. Joh;n, in oJ1 it& relation& to man, time, · and 
elerrtily, con,titUte& the very &pint and e88ence of &peculative 
Free Ma8onry :" TOWfl.'& Spec. Free Ma8. p. 154.) an as
sertion, so barefaced, that it beats the effrontery of the In
dian by two bow shots ; and it is impossible to conceive how 
it could be solemnly pronounced, and officially sanctioned, 
and, after five years opportunity of reflection, repeated, in 
the second edition of Town's S.M. But there it is, p. 144; 
l~t the Grand Chapter look to it ; Free. Mll.Sonry can an-

• s\fer it only with her life. · 
0, could this voice reach the ears of the honest fraterni

ty, how distinctly would it cry : "Free .Masonry is a fiend, 
n. legion of foul spirits ; a wonder, like the smoke coming 
up from the bottomless pit, that darkens the liun and the air. 
Full of all subtlety and craftiness, she takes the profession 
of an angel of light, yet dwells unseen in the d.ess. 
She plants herself upon the &ame co-eternal and unsWen 
foundation with Chri&tianity, fJ8 taught in divine revela
tion, thus comparing her midnight face with the church, 
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" clear , as the sun, and terrible as an army with ban
ners." She dwells in· the midst of deceit. teaching her 
childien to "bend their tongues like· their bows for lies.'• 
Professing to "embrace in body ·and substance the whole 
duty of man as a moral being;'? (Gr. Chapter N. York. 
Town, p. 23.) professing to be, in the inimitable language 
of the scriptures, a jotU~taitJ of lir:ing waters ; she is, in
deed., hewn out with . men's hands, a broken ·.cistern, that 
can hold no water." . 

CHAPTER XXVI. . 

Royal Arch Masonry. 

" Attention, Mark Muter, you're called to appear 
" Before our famed workmlln, the chief o'"'rweer~ 

· " Sine& our laboura are fillilhed, for wagee prepare, 
"Tbe Lord of the vineyard will ~rive each hia ehare." 

. F. M. Library, p. 215. 

" There is no more oecuion for level or plumb-line, 
" For trowel or pvel,.for compa• or square; 
" Our worka are completed, the Ark safely eeated, . 
" And we shall be greeted 111 tDOrkmm fi!Dit nzre." 

lbill. p. 2:32. 

CoMMENCING this work with an earnest desire to do it up 
thoroughly, my heart leaped with the hope of taking the 
highest degrees of Free Masonry in a fraternity of Right 
Honourables. Leisure, and wealth, and ambition to carry 
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every g()()d thibg to a high state of perfection, epable the 
gentlemen of England in some point8, to surpass tt.~ busi-
ness men of our Jtepublic ; and it could not be do11bted 
that Free Masonry would receive deserved _attention in the 
metropolis of Europe. 

Soberly I resolved upon it: " the iostitution appears ·hol
low and senseless ; ~t it is sustained by judicious and sub
stantial men. I hue undertaken to i~vestigate it, and 
London will afford a field rich with ~atisfaction to my 
doubts. To London let me go." · · 

While meditating on this matter, and s_haping my purpo
ses in due season to accomplish it, I happened in another 
metropolis to meet an excellent grand maste~ of the Grand 
Lodge ......-, and challenging him upon. the outrageous 
pretensions of our fraternity, he soon puf me at rest upon 
the score of obtaining more satisfactory information in Lon-
don. · . 

What I ·nat be able to take a degree of Masonry in all 
Great· Britain higher. than the third, or sublime degree of 
master Mason 1 H~w must the masonic reader be ,t~urpri
·sed to hear it: it is not credible : yet the most excellent 
grand master affirmed that it was so . . 

" How do they manage in the master's degree, where 
our lodges give a mb1tilutt: for the lost word 1" 

"They ·give the word at once," · he replied, .. and tl&e 
cluue ends there." · 
• I have heard that the British have a portion of good 
sense, and wal inclined to believe this true friend of An
cient Free Maaonry ; but the affair was too importa,nt to 
rest upon individual testimony. He kindly referred me to 
the second article of the union of the GrJ~nd Lodge of 
England with the Dissenters, headed by the Duke of Athol, 
ratified in London, 27th December, A. D. 1813; copies of 
which were sent to ea~h of the GriUld Lodges of the U ni
ted States of America. . I can never Qbtain that, which de
clares, according to my grand master, that all Q~~Ciem f'ree 
.Ma.onry ·i& cor~tai1u:.d within the lodgea of Ma&ter Mruons. 
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And here are some good reasons (or believing it, uiltil 
the article itself is fetmd. 
· Preston's IUuatJ'ati~ns of Masonry pretend, to give a full 

and perfect illuatratioQ of all.the degrees, public ceremo
nies, and forma of Free Masonry. He takes.no notice of 
any degree in Masonl')' higher than the master'a. But in 
the historical part of his later editiona, he mentiona the for· 
mation of the Harodim ·chapter, A. D. 1'781; and, at the 
same time, expresses fears for · the consequences of some 
•Oiimt inooatimu in Masonry. 

HutchiniOD's Spuit of Masonry, published in 1764, treats 
liberally of the· three degreea, and of the three only. 
He speaks of the royal arch ; but mdistinctly, and does not 

account it a fourth degree of Masonry. He was a Qlan 
•ho would not have spared to honour the glorious craft, 
Me10arania, with higher degrees,- had they been lmOwn 
·then to-Engliah Masons. · 

Jachin and Boaz professes to give a perfect key to all 
tbe arcana of Free Muonry, with.out b intimation of a 
degtee above the I~ : that was publiihed about 17'70. 

Ahiman Rezon, published in London, 1764, treats of the 
three degrees, and riames the Aoly royal tJI"Cia~ as the very 
marrow of Free Masonry ; but not as a distinct degree, not 
aa a separate order of Masonry. 

lA 7lrte principallte~ in oar ladder there be, 
" A mywtery to all.but to tbole that are tree." 

· .AIWMn &.on. 

The Book of CoostitutiODS of Munchusetts, ed. 1 '192, 
prohses to give a complete history of Free Masonry, both 
in England and MU88chusetts, but it makes no mentioo of 
any degree, in either country, above ~e lodges of muter 
MUODS. 

Lawrie's History .of Free Muonry · prQfeaes to give a 
tWt history of the craft, and makes no mratioa of any body . 
of Masou hiper than muters ; bat in the Coaltitutiaa af 

21 
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the Grand Lodge of Scotl!Uid, it is expressly declared, thsl 
all ancient St. John's Masonry is containt>d within the three 
degrees of apprentice, fellow craft,, and master Mason. 
(.Lm.vrie'• Hiltory of Ma8onry, chap. c,._t#utioa of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland,) 

Smith's Use and Abuse of Masonry is an elaborate octa· 
vo of some 400 pages, critical and historical, published iB 
London,l784, without noticing a chapter, or the royal.arch 
degree, or any degree higher than the master~s. 

Calcott's Disquisition upon Free .Masonry, republished at 
Boston, 1770, gives no treatise upon the royal arch degree. 
or any degree above the master's. · 

By act of Parliament, 1799, all .secret at~~~emblies what
ever are made penal, except those of the Free Masons' 
lodges. Vide En.cy. Britt. art. Maaonry. · · 

Visiting London, then, with a view practically to acquire 
a correct knowledge of the higher degrees of Free Mason-
ry, would be labour lost. . · 

No; we have the information ,nearer home. Hear tlte 
voice of experiepce, " of a distinguished member of our 
fraternity," says the Free Mason's Library. "The brief 
analysis which it gives of Masonry cannot ~ too deeply 
impressed upon the minds of all who are, or who would be
come, Free and Accepted Masons." (F. M. Lib. p. ~ of 
the preface.) " In the mark Mason's degree I obtained a 
plan 'well ordered in all thmgs,' to avert the evils of any 
disorganizing power, and pre:vent the calamities of poverty 
and want. (Excellent I who would not be a Free Mason 7) 
As a past master, I learned the true art of governing my
self, and those over w~om I should be appointed to preside. 
In the most excellent master's degree, I was carried back 
to the time when the temple was finished, the capstone 
brought forth with shootings of ' grace, grace to it,' the 
ark safely seated, the most excellent masters prostrate be
fore the Eternal, praising his goodness and mercy ; and the 
fire of heaven not only burning on the altar, but in the 
hearts of the worthy ; my he&ft was touched as with a live 
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coal from the altar, and I coold not but exclaim : ' Glory 
to God in the highest.'" (He is only pr~ctising the Masonic 
"Arte·of wunder wurkynge." Vide F. M. L. p. 11.) "In 
the rof&l arch Mason's degree, I beheld myself exalted to · · 
the top of Pisgah, an extensive scene opened to my view 
of the glory andg9odness of the most. excellent high priest 
of our salvation. I dug deep for hidden treasures, found 
them, and regained the omnific word :" (" visible in the 
temple in St. Jerome's time, written in the ancient Sama
ritan characters.") The sam~ word which the :Uritish Ma
sons give in. the third degree, our panting brethren must 
chase to the top of the subiime degree of master Mason, and 
thence to the bottom of the ninth arch.· This is a: great im
provement of Free Masonry. It returns the English com
pliment to Yankee ingenuity in the construction ·of labour
saving ~aobinea : the hungry manafacturers prefer their 
own handy-work to a Brewster. 

The impiety of this extract from the preface of the Free 
Mason's Library, should not have been left 1,1nnoticed a mo
ment. I abominate it ; and copy it here to lfte discredit of 
l<'ree Masonry, by the hand of her faithful servant, the 
(trand Lodge of Maryland. (Vide their sanction to the 
Free :Mason's Library, p. 3.) · 

0, ·it is laughable what a confusion the masonic degrees 
are in. The book of COnstitutions of Massac}Jusetts, giv
ing" a true idea of Masonry," says: ll three classes are 
.~enerolly admitted, under different appeJiations :'' (p. 121.) 
which is a plain intimation that less than three are some
times.admitted wi'thout falsifYing the true, idea of Masonry. 

We have already seen in this chapter hmv many authors 
treat of Free Masonry as contained wholly within the t/aree 
degrees. (Vid. p.16l.) 

Cole 'a Free Mason 'a Library, ·with the sanction of the 
Grand Lodge of Maryland prefixed, giving a brief sketch 
of the respective degrees of ancient Free ~asonry, says: 
"There are (I am bold to a.ssert) but four degrees in an
cient Free Masonry. This opinion accords [hear, hear I] 

.. -1 .. 1 
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aot only with the 1entiments of the oldest and .best inform• 
ed Muons, with whom I hate convened, but is, also, 
agreeable·to written lind printed document. in my poaaee
aion ; 10me of the latter of which are almoet u old u the 
art of printing itself. They are as follows : 

"1. Entered 4ppr.entice. · 
"2 ... ~e~w. Craft. 
"·3. Muter Mason. 
" 4. Royal Arch Muon." 

Free MtUon'• Library, p. 318. 
This is a capital.witneBB. He mllke• ·one more degree 

than the Grand Lodge of l\lassachuaetts, ·in their Book of 
Constitutions, and the Masons of ;Britain admi~ : ·but hear 
him. 

" The following orders, which have withU. a few years 
pall bema manufadured into degreeB, ar' merely elucidatory 
of the second, third, and fourth degrees, viz. 

Put Muter, . · (These have ~n manufac-
Mark Master, tured within a few years put; 
Select Master, it is not many years, since Mr. 
Most Excellent Master, Cole's fourth degree, the Roy-
Royal Muter, and al Arch, was also rfUJtuifae-
Ark Master, or Noacbite,!' tured.) · 

· Free MtU. Library, p. 318. 

Now, by turning to the Grnnd Circular of the Moat Puis
ADt So-vereign Inspectors General of Free Masonry, found 
iD Dalcho'a Orations, p. 78, we shall lee a lilt of the names 
of the muonic degrees to the number of tl&ir1y-t/&ree : ma
nu&ctures flourish. They are .all enumerated in this vo
lume. 
. Again I " List of the various miuooic degrees. 
" In a late publication, 1816, we find the following list of 

muonic degrees, which the author states are conferred io 
ihe Sublime Grand Lodges? in Charleston, S. C., in the city 
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of New-York, and in Newport, R.I.;" and then follow_ the 
name~ of f0J111-tlwe degrees ,1-(FreeMa. Li!wary, p.317.) 
~at a beautifull!tructure is Ancient Free Masonry I 10 

conliltent in it.i plan ; so harmonious in its Parts ; so finilhed 
in i• execution I Generally, it ia three stories high, some· 
timeeless,·oftentimes four, and then seven, seventeen, thir
ty-three, and forty-three; yet·it i8 always the Bt.ne BUpd 
edifice ; never toO aarrow on the ground, never too high in 
the air ; and pever containing more or leas than " the wi&Ole 
duty of IRt.lft a ~ moral being; compriling a IWAfi'&QI'y of 
~lu conft:irtlulbk to tAe very nature and jitne11 f!.( 
thiJ118. "-Totem'• Spec. Free MlUonf"1J, p. ~. 

" 7'7!t wildom iupired the pat iuatitntioa ; 
" Thy .irength lhallmpport it, till nature expire ; 

" ADd when t.he creation lhall faH Into ruin, · 
"It. h•aty ~all rile.lhroDfh the qlicllt of the &e."* 

lU tol de roJ, tol de rol, ri tol d4110t ' 

To reason with intox.icated men, is useleu ; with m~din.en7 
Is absurd : V(Dia Bunt et ·rim digna : Intolerable vanity ia a 
fair. object of ridicule ; it is harpened against reason ; s.atire 
alone can . correct it. The writer is not unkind towards 
Free ·Masa'nry': even charity..may laugh a~ folly, io md.~ 
others laugh at it, and avoid iL . · 

That the.Royal Arch is a degree.of ancient Free Masonry, 
one 'hundred chapwr• in the 11ingle state of New-York are 
ready to testify,,with Webb, Town, Cross, Cole, Dalcho, 
and a host of other authors, sanctioned by the _highest al,l· 
iliorities of Free Masonry. 

On the'other hand, that it is·not a degree of ancient Free 
Masonry, ia asse~d· by the Grand Lodges of England and 
Scetlandi and by all the legally constituted masonic autho
ritiea of Great Britain, supported· by Preston, Lawrie, an<l 
the Book of Constitutions of Massachusetts. 

It dates from it~ beginning, which date is inecribed by the 

• Free Muon'• Library, p.m. 
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Grand Lecturer, J. L. Cross, upon the prostyle temple, co• 
pied in this vol. p. 55, and sanctioned by the greatest names, 
and highest"bodi_es ofMaso~s in .. ~orth America. Naming 
the grand officers, he &ays, " Elected lOth Sept. A. D. f819. 
R. A. M. 2349;" Nothing can J>e more .certain, then, thari 
that as A. D., the era of our Lotd was A: D. 1819 ; 110 was 
R.·A. M., the era ofRoyal Arch Masonry, R. A, M. 234!). 

· So, Mr. Toton, sanctioned by the ·Grand 0/aapt.er. of 
NerD-York, atU1 the greate1t n~ of Ma~on1, in a labour
ed attempt to show, " th1Lt ancient Masonry has been the 
medium through which the Pentateuch, or five books of 
Moses, have been presened to the world,'' (Town'• Specu
lative Frf!Je Ma~onry, second ed. p. 190.) clearly asserts, 
•• We have a tr~ition de8~ending fr9m time immemorial, 
involving certain facts unknown to the world, that the sa
cred ark, together with th'e book of the law, was removed 
from the most holy place, under masonic direction,. !UJd so 
deposited as to escape that overwhelming destruction 
which swept the whole land of Judea. From this tradi
tion we learn where; and urtder what circumstances, the 
hook of the law was found. , The very name of royal arch 

, has a significant allusion, well understood by e\'ery brother 
of that degree. Tl1e t'ery foundatioR of thnJ. degree rests 
on tkufact."-(lbid. p. 208.) 

This trifling prt>tension of Free Masonry is ,in the mouths 
of the disciples of the nooturnal school from· Canterbury 
Green to 'Jtlanlius Square, and is cotnmonly urged upon 
Christians as 11 motive of gratitude to Free Masonry for the 
important service and distinguished favour thus conferred 
upon religion. "What claims of gratitude," cries Mr. , 
Town and the grand chapter : ·" What claimB of gratitude 
katJ ancient Ma~onry on the whole Christian world, a1 the 
angel of mercy in protecting tile revelations of Grace !" 

"Gratitude I" 0, how mistaken ·is Mr. Towri. Does 
not ancient Free Masonry confess that . she saved but tire 
Pmtntt>trrh ? 
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" Quoth she, if you IUJpect rrq troth, 
" I C&DDot prove it bat by olltb ; 
"And if you make a qu.-tion on't, 
"I'll pawn my word that I have done't." , 
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No doubt; but where were the books of tluJ prophet• ~ of 
tluJ Paalffl8? Did the hussy in her haste lea~e them to 
perish 1 Such carelessness was unpardonable ; true, these 
were saved, but no thanks to ancient Free MQonry; she 
left undorie mucp the larger part of her duty, and is entitled 
rather to reproof than "gratitude." ) 

Now 530, the number of years before the Christian era 
that the foundations of the second temple were laid at Je
rusalem, and that the fact occurred on which the royal arch 
is founded, added to A. D. 1819, the year when the '' most 
excellent grand' officers" were elected, exactly gives 'the 
era of royal arch Masonry, according to Mr. Cross. ~ 

530 
A..D. 1819 

R. A.M.2349 
'' Jiipe luuulred and thirty-jive years before the birth of 

oqr Saviour, the foundation of the second temple was laid 
at Jerutalem ;· at which time thoH peculiar ~ircum.UIIIcu 
occurred which gave rile to the royal arch degree.~' (Tem
plar'a Chart, p. 10.) 

On the other hand, Mr. Webb, second in Masonry to no 
other man, supported by the· .Grand Chap,ter of Rhode 
Island, giving_ the important tradition belonging to the 
Knighla of t~ Arch, (Ft'ee MtUmi'a Monitor, part 2. book 
1. chap. 10. New-York, 1802.1states that loabert, Stockin, 
and G., having, by the special favour of the Most High, 
been " pennitted to· discover the most precious jewels of 
Masonry," Solomon conferred upon them as a reward," tluJ 
moat .ublitne and myneriow degree of royal arch MtUon
ry." 

This royal arch is a "most mysterious degree," all will a). 

low. Those only who take it are privileged to .descant up-
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on its sublimity. Hear one: " In tlr.e royol arch Mason 'a 
rkgree I beheld myself ezalted to tlr.e t&p of Pugah," &c. 
We quote here, what the Sublime Master of Perfection so 
emphatically applies to the tradition of the subtime degree 
of master Mason : · 

" Nil flllt auq uam 
"Tam dillpar llibi." 

Never was any thing so contradictory. 
Second temple founded A. M. 3466 
Solomon's temple. finislled A. M. 3000 

466 years the royal 
arch. stoOd firm without a foundation I This would be un
accountable~ any art. except the .. art of wonder working, 
and the facultie of Abrac ;" which 

"Make• fbrmer time~lbake. handl with latter, 
"Aad that which wu before, 90D1e after." 

Finally, ihe royal arch is, and is not, a degree of ancient 
Free Ma&Onry. 'It began 466 years before its beginning; 
beingfoUnded on a well known circumstance which occur
red in building the sectmd temple at Jerosalem ; and con
ferred by king Solomon, as a reward, upon hi. grand mas
ter architects, at the completion of the first temple ; all 
which is a mystery impenetrable to a master ;Mason, and 
worthy of the reader's profound admiration. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Review of Town'• Speculative Free Mmonry. 

"What han the Muon'• tavrht mankind?" 
. " They han taqht the arts of arftoulture, :architecture, utronomy, 

' pometry,arithmetic, m~c, poetry,chemietry, pve.mmlllt, and relifion." 
-Book.( C~m~titvli~~r&~, Prutrm, F. M_· Library, Hutchiftlon, 111'111 Call:ott. , 

Paouus had not so many different shapes as Free Ma
sonry puts on ; nor did he change his form with any more 
facility than our modem divinity will hers. His strength 
laid not in the might of his power, for though he transform· 
ed himself into a fierce looking savage, he was tame to the 
fearlen assailant ; though into a roaring fire, he burned not 
the hand that dared to grasp him ; and though into a migh· 
ty torrent, he WII.B easily arrested by a resolute arm. So 
with Free Masonry ; all her strength lies in her power of 
eluding the grasp of her adversaries. • Those who have 
been admitted into her cave, either despise and forsake her, 
or use her arts for their own purposes, and are lost in the 

• "Fiat enim aubito 1111 horrid us, atraque tijrril, 
" BquamOIUsque draco, at fuln 01rrice leaena: 
"Aut acrem flam mae 1onitum dabit, atque ita Yineli• 
"Excidet; aut in aquu tenues dilap1111 abibit."-Yirgi/. 

" The wily rod will try to l001e hill hold, 
"And various fomu1 a~~ume :-
"With foamy tr111ks will Hem a briatly boar, 
".Or imitate the lion'• angry roar; 
"Break out in craeklinr flame• to ahun thy 111are, 
"Or hill a dt&~on, or a lifer 1tare ; 
"Or, with a wile tby caution tci betray, 
"In fleeting streams attempt to elille away."-Dr!Jflm. 

2'2 

•' 
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medley of her pretensions. None gro.sp her and drag her 
to the light ; and if her bones are exposed by some sh.rewd, 
or some perjured hand, to the common gaze, the world 
finds in them small likeness of her whose name is MYST&R Y, 

and suffers them to be buried in forgetfulness. And there let 
them lie : I meddle not with the works of others: I med
dle nQt with any thing properly belonging to the Masonic 
craft alone ; the signs by which they know one IWOther. Ma
sons may yet sing, as now, 

" By pointe of good fellow&bip we •till accord, 
" Observing each brother's true lign, grip, and word." 

I betray neither ; but the clwracter of the whole, it is 
my duty to proclaim; and that I do procla,im, in the words 
of this IJook: those who can may answer. 

'fhe tokens are nothing to me. What matter if some 
determine to know each other, by touching knuckles or el
bows l The signs of Free 1\fnsonry are as genteel as whis
pering in company, o.nd among men are less offensive; for 
some of them would not be observed when a whisper would. 
They nrc o. harmless thing, howe\'er, and need J'I,Ot interrupt 
ourcrrgagement with weightier matters. 

The antique record from the Book of Constitutions, with 
Mr. Locke's notes, contained also in Preston, in Hutchin
son'~ Spirit of Masonry, with the recommendation of the 
grand officers of the Grand Lodge of England, in Calcott's 
Disquisition on Masonry, and in the Free Masons' Library, 
with the recommendation of the Grand Lodge of Mary
land, accompanied, in every case, with notes calculated to 
conceal its falsehoods, utters at a breath the assertion pla
ced at the head of this chapter. ·I shall not go about to 
disprove it; if it carry not in itself an antidote to its 'falsity, 
I cannot administer one. · 

Free Masons teach "government and religion:" "what 
appears most odd, is, that thl'y rec:kon religion among the 



TOWN'~j lil'i:t;ULATIVI MASONRY. lil 

uta;" and also among the.arts for which mankind are in
debted to the teachings of Masonry. 

And now, reader, I wiU take some pains to show how 
Free Maaanry teaches mankind religion. In doing this I 
have no tale of private scandal to raise or to circulate; no 
secret of the true Noachidm• to tamper with; no depen
dence to place upon the greatness or a single name for the 
facta in. the case ; but the ~at society Mane•""'• " I am in 
the midst ~f heaven," under the hand of an excellent grand 
chaplain, and the public signatures of its most· distinguished 
patrons, and great grand Qfficers, has· copiously furnished 
the proof to our hand. 

"A Syltem of Speculative Masonry." 
" RECOMliiENDA TIONS. 

" Grand Chapter of the State of New-York, convened in 
the city of Albany, Feb. 7, 5817. 

"Ruolved unanimou1ly, that this. Grand Chapter recom
mend to the public in general, and more especially to all 
masonic brethren, ' The System of Free Masonry,' about 
to be published by Companion Salem Town, Grand Chaplain. 
The subject of that work having been exhibited before the 
members o.f this Grand Chapter in a series of addresses, we 
do recolnmend it as a most valuable production on Specula
tive Masonry, and believe it will be of great importance to 
the institution in general, and interesting to every friend of 
truth, of sound principles, and benevolent feelings. 

--- ---,t 
Gr. Sec. of the Gr. Chapter." 

Here follows another, with nine names appended, and to 

• Dermott'• and Hutchinlon'• ancient name of Free Muon&. 
t I hope the reader will pardon the omiaion of name~ ; they 1ometime. 

beloq to men of hifh penonal re~pect; it would be cruel to make their' 
we&bell our minb, but Free Ma10nry her•elfi.J fair game. 
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every name both a grand titular pre-fix and a suf-fix : e. g. 
" Most Excellent----, Grand High Priest." 

A third recommendation, ooder the hand of Z. R. S---, 
Past Deputy Grand H'~gh Priest, says of this work, (which 
he entitles, Town's Addresses to the Grand Chapter of New
york,) "They develope the origin, principles, and use of 
the institution, and redeem the sacred order at once &om 
the ignorance, spleen, and mistaken dread of a too censo
rious world." 

The chapter of recommendations Concludes as follows : 
"Recommendation of the Honourable alld most Excellent 
Comp~ion DE W. C., General Grand High Priest of 
the General Grand Chapter of the United States of Ame
rica ; Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of 
New-York, &c. &c. 

"Having perused some chapters of a manuscript, enti
tled, ' A Syatem of Speculative MtUonJ?,' by Companion 
Salem Town, of Washington county, highly approving the 
general outlines of this work, and being satisfied of its ac
curate and able illustrations of the benign principles of 
Free Masonry, I have no hesitation in recommending it to 
the Fraternity. Dated at Albany, ~).1 March, 5817."
[Signed by a name that belongs to his country.] 

· This last is more guarded than the preceding, and yet is 
mfficiently broad for animadversion. I sincerely regret 
that a gentleman deservedly distinguished should put his 
name in the front of thia puffing work ; but no name upon 
earth will be found sufficient to support the extravagance of 
the copious extracts which soon follow. 



TOWN'S SPECULATIVE liASOlllRY. 173 

€HAPTER XXVIII. 

Slwwing how Free :b-Ia~onry is a Guide to a BleBBed Im
mortality~ 

"Happy, happy mortall, rile! 
" Taite with 1111 immortal joy•, 
" BJoomiu&' OD JOG I&CI'ecl tree, 
" Planted b7 the De.i&J ; 
" The hallowed fiuit is Jllratmra. 
" Far beyond the pregnant uy, 
"There the hope~ of Muo1111 lie. 
" Muou' happy choice llllore 
" Muou erery bl..m, prove." 

Pruttm. 

Mucu reliance is placed upon Mr. Town's work by the 
friends of Masonry. Th~ unanimotu recommendalion of 
the Grand Chapter, who heard it as it was delivered in 
lectures, entitles it to a fair and. close examination. No
thi~ can be more just to the author and to his commenders, 
than to give a large view of the work in its own words ; 
therefore the reader may expect, if Mr. Town's work be 
condemned, it shall be by the evidence· of his own mouth, 

. andAthat ooQ1cantily furnished. 
To begin with our author, the title-page is furnished 

with this scripture : " To him that overcometh will I give 
to eat of the hidden manna, and wiJI give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, whieh no man 
knoweth, saving he that receiveth it. "-St. John. 

"According to the re,·elation of the mystery, which was 
kept sec~et since the world began. "-St. Patll. 
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To which I add a line from a heathen poet : 

"Accipe uunc D&D&um iDiidiu, et crimilae ab uno dilce omnea.''* 
.Etaeid, ii. 65. 

In the preface our author says : " At the annual meeting of 
the Grand Chapter in Feb. 1816, the idea was suggested of 
preparing for the press several masonic addresses, which had 

· .--been exhibited before that honourable body. On mature 
deliberation, the measure was thought expedient, and adopt· 
ed.· Relying on the better discernment of respectable and 
well informed brethren, the work has been submitted. It 
is, therefore, preJented to the public, not for its elegance 
of composition, but for its truth." 

Throughout his preface, our author speaks of candour 
and kindness; wishing, for the sake of peace and charity, 
that all men were Masons, and disclaiming the thought of 
deception, he inquires how improbable it is that all Masons 
have been deceived 1 

" Tum vero ardemuaacit&ri, et quaerere ca111a1, 

"!pari ace1ermn t&ntorum, artilque Pelupe, 
"Prolequitur pa'Vitan1, et ficto pectore fatur." 

These fair words 

" Railed expectation~ in our longing hearts, 
" Unknowing u we were in Grecian artl. 
"Hill former trembliDf once.apin renetved, 

.£ra.titl, ii. 105. 

"With acted fear, the mortalthUI pll!'IUed."-Drydm. • 

"PRELillllNARIES. 

" 'Fhe great field of masonic research has for many cen-

*"Now hear how well the Oreeke their wile~ diqui~ed; 
"Behold a nationin a man comprited."-Drydm. 
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turies been explored by the most able, ingenious, and fruit
ful imaginations. The origin of the in~titution, its princi
ples, and design, have occupied many pens in every age. 
But notwithstanding those numerous, as well as great exer
tions, so often and so ably repeated, much still remains·. 
The subject is not, neither can it be exhausted. The great 
and paramount point has never betm clearly and fully pre
sented to the world. 

•• That point," says Mr. Town, .. is simply this, that the 
principles of speculative Free Masonry have the same co
eternal and unshaken fou.rldation, contain and inculcate in 
substance the same truth, Q.Dd propose the same ultimate 
end, as the doo~es of Christianity taught by Divine Re
velation." (P. 13.) · 

This single point our author labours to establish, being 
himself persuaded, that (p. 14.) .. if we would add univer
sal celebrity to our institution, the world must be convinced 
that the foundation iS laid in evangelical truth." .. When 
evidence is exhibited to this effect," says Mr. Town, .. the 
great point is fully accomplished. The ignorant and super
stitious will be constrained to behold the LIGHT ; the sober 
and discreet will rejoice in Masonry as a compendious sys
tem of moral and religious inf$truction ; while the pious and 
devout will embrace it as an auxiliary to human happiness, 
Wld a guide to a ble11ed immortality." (P. 15.) 0, the 
strait way to be happy here and hereafter ! Pay twenty 
dollars and be a Free Mason. 

What a pretender is this Free MliSonry ! We have seen 
it before claim to be the most ancient and honourable in. 
stitution descended from Heaven to bless mankind ; but 
now, grown more bold, it claims to be founded on the Word . 
of God, and on evangelical truth ; to inculcate the same 
truth, and serve the same purpose, with Christianity, even to 
be a guide to a blessed immortality. 

The absurdity, the folly, the impiety of these pretension11, 
place them beyond the reach of comment. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. · 

Containing the Great Evangelical Outlines of Free Jla
sonry. 

" When Folly'•~<~~~~ a.rilo, 
•• Ma10nry to det~piH, 

" Bcom alllbeir ~pile ; 
" Laurh •t their ignorance, 
" Pitylheir want of eenee, 

"Firmer unit.e."-!..llfiJIOnie Chart. 

Toum's Speculative Free Masonry. Cltapter Ist.~" The 
great Outlines of Speculative Free ~Masonry. ••. 

"THAT speculative Free Muonry is wisely calculated," 
says Mr. T., " to irradiate the understanding, enlarge the 
capacity of the mind, and Improve the heart, no man can 
doubt who has been correctly taught in its principles. These 
are facts capable of as positive proof as the nature of mo· 
ral fitness will admit. We are, therefore, bound by that 
benevolence and charity we profess, to adopt every lauda
ble expedient, to remove error, pr~udice, or misconception 
fro~ the public mind. On the accomplishment of this de· 
sirable object depends much of the celebrity of the institu
tion, and a great accession to human happiness. 

" That our minds may be refreshed on this subject, let us 
tum our thoughts on some of the more prominent features 
of the masonic institution."· ( P. 23.) 

" Speculative Free Masonry, as a system," says Mr. T., 
" evidently embraces, in body and substance, the whole 
duty of man as · a moral being, comprising a summary of 
principles conformable to the very nature and fitness of 
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tbiap. Here is presented tbat v~ety nnd riclmess of scene
ry which cbanDI the uDderatandiDg ; that beauty, sublimi
ty' and grandeur of objecta, which 6J'Is the contempiative 
mind with admiring views." 

Now, mark the· particulars which foUow tbil promising 
introduction. lwiU number them. 

I. " Here• we discover the wiadom of God in the sym· 
me&ry of nature, and the finpr of Providence in the p 
vernment of the world. (p. 24.) 

2. " The great outlines in the history of creation are also 
UDfolded. (p. ~.) . . . . 

3. " The primitive innocence of milD, the fall and con 
sequent acenes of natural and moral evil 

4. " In a word, the history of nature and grace is moet 
beautifuJJy prefigured in a lively display of masonic sym
bols. (p. 24.) 

5. " Heret. we vie:w the coincidence· of principle and de-
. sign between the Christian IICbeme aad ip8CU1ative Free 

:M8110Dl')', with that pleasing admira.tiOD which satilfiel ia
quiry, and clearly proves our syatemf hued on the Rock of 
eternal Ages. As the subject ·continua. to open, the mind 
ie presented· with an endless variety of lllblime contempla
tions. (p. 24.) 

6. u Such are the deep mysteries of the Divine Woao, in 
whom all the fulnesa of the Godhead dwelt bodily. (P. 24.) 

7. " Such the terrible majesty of Him that rideth upan 
the heaveos by his name Jab, wlio planta hi& footltepl in 
the sea, and manages the storms. · (pp. ~ and ~.) 

8 • . " Such the boundless displafl of the lllli88I'Chable 
riches of Divine benevolence. · 

9. " Such the Grand Council of Eternity which deviled 
and executed that great plu oi man '• .redemption. (p.·~.) 

• That ia, in IJ*lll]atin Free Muonry. 
t ID IIJIIIClU)atin Free.._,. 
~ Speculatift Free Mucmry. 

23 
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· 10. "The mind is thereby presented with the co-equal 
and co-etemal existence of the adorable persons in the 11&

cred Trinity. The allusions are direct, and meet the un
derstanding in a convincing lighL, (p. 25.) : 

This is the way to convince the Socinian&. 0, how 
· easy I Make them Free Masons gratis. 

11. " Here• we view the numerous allusions to that es· 
.ential divinity, which foiled the powers of darkneas, and 
brought salvation to the world. 

12. "Hefe• we are taught in meekneu to reverence 
the name of Jehovah, and dwell on the infinitude of his 
perfections, the eternity of his nature. (p. 25.) . ' 

13. " Within these consecrated wallst are clearly un
folded the numerous relations of man, as a being destiDed 
to survive the general destruction of nature henelf, and 
triumph in immortal existence. (p. 25.) 

14. "The wiadm;n, and mercy, and goodness, and justice 
of the gr8at God, as displayed in the moral world, and his 
controling, governing power in the natural. (p. 25. J 

15. "All the combined, unspeak8ble excellencies of the 
omnipotent Creator. (p. 25.) 

16. "Time with all ita interesting relatio011, eternity 
with ita everlasting conaequences. · 

17 " This world aa a dreary wildemeu, heaven as the 
paradise o! God. 'P· 26.) 

18. '"Mortal existence interwoven with pains, and sor
rows, and death-a happy immortality, endleu fruition 
in the regions of bliu. 

19. "Vice·with her BC?Orpions to the naked CODBCience, 
virtue With her ~eptre of _peace and her crown of rejoi-
cing. {p. 26.) . 
~- " Here•, in short, is a vut plenitude of moral and 

religious instruc~on. (p. 26.) 
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21. " The admiring views are sometimes turned on. that 
wisdom which could devise, and that power which could 
call into being, worlds and syitems of worlds by the word 
of his power. 

22. "To adore that divinity whose goodness and mercy 
are so ast~nisbiagly disptayed in the · salvation of mail. 
(p. 26.) . . 

23, "Here we are led to trace the streams of human 
happinee1 to the inexhaustible fountain of divine goodneu. '.' 
" Such are a jetD of those numerous excellencies, found in 
tbe system of Speculative Free Masonry. On these are in· 
delibly impressed the seals of imperishable worth. If such 
in very deed were not the facts, no man of sense and inde· 
pendence of mind could in any shape become attached to 
the institution. If all were a niere specious form, a sha
dow without a substance, a name without meaning-the · 
illBtitution would meet with little el1e than sovereign con
tempt.'"" 

Now;·our author, honest man, is deceived. ~use the 
institution is not treated with. 1overeWn conlfmapt, as e. sha
dow without substance . ought to be, he is compelled to 
believe that it has substance. But what is its substance ? 
Not that which the Monitor, and the Chart, and the Book of 
Constitutions, make it: " the art of finding new arts;" a 
8!J6tetll of •cience1, and the u art of foresaying things." 
Mr. Town, while enunierating three and twenty of the pro
minent f'eatures of speculative Masonry, does not mention 
the arts and sciepces. · Hunting for new and varied fea· 

* " Ter conatu1 ibi collo dare brachia circum; 
" Ter &uatra compren.a maDUI efl'qit lmajro 
"Par let\_bUI veatil, volucrique aimillimr. 10mao."-..En. ii. '7~ 

-" Thrice about her neck my armal 8q, 
" Aad, thrice deceived, oa vain umbra- hung ; 
"Liaht u aa emplydream at break ofday, 

· "Or u a blast of wind, ehe rushed away."-/)~ 
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turel, as he evidently does; even to repetition, it is wonder
ful that the seven liberal artS and sciences, the fi•e 8ell8e8, 

and the five noble ordem of architecture, did not oeeur to 
him, with Meum. Webb, and Cross, and Preston, as promi
nent features of Free Masonry. Ah I he is a teacher, and 
knew that ecience does not belong to it; and yet, vainly sup
poeing it has substance sufficient to attach to itself men of 
sense and independence of mind: governon and kings, he 
ventures to declare, with the approbation of the grand 
chapter and the grand officem, " that it embraces, in body 
ud auhlltance, the whole duty of man;" creatimt, the fall, 
retlfwption, &c. &c. All this is " presented to the public, 
not for its elegance of composition, bat for iu trvth. ,,. 
And u Dr.-- said, when his landlady brought· a pine 
torch to the sun-dial, and told the hour of the winter even
ing~ that it was jtut eight o'ckx:k-" I do npt doubt it in the 
least." 

Mr. Town did not publish, relying on his own judgment, 
but' on the unanimous vote of the grand chapter who heard 
him, and the individual signatures of the most prominent 
men and Masons in tb,e· most prominent state in the Union. 
I shall treat his work with a desree of attention to which it 
is not so much of itself entitled, as of its sponsors. It 
is the highest justice to him and to them, to continue our 
quotations from chapter 1. 

"Brethren, the design ef this adc:lresa was said (to be) 
merely to present tlie outline of Speculative Free Masonry. 
Bat, if what has been exhibited be true, you already disco
ver, through the magnitude of th~ subject, the greatness of 
the undertaking. (pp. 30. and 31.) 

24. " The characteristic principles are such as embrace 
the whole subject matter of the divine economy. (Think 
of that I) The farther you attempt to investigate the whole 
system, the more deep, and solemn, and interesting the 
subject appears. 

* Preface to Spee. Free Mallt)DJ'}'. 
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"Such, therefore," says Mr. T., "is the nature of Spe· 
culativ!3 Free Masonry, that the moat exalted human int.el· 
lect can oever auney th~ whole ·field of improvement. The 
attainment of a full and adequate yiew lies far beyond the 
powers of any finite mind." (p. 31.) 

" Then Rudibru, witb &.oe utl bantl, 
" Made lip. for lileDOII; wbioh obtaiaecL, 
" What mii&IUI, quth b~ lhill cle'el'• proCIIIIGD 
" Witb men of orthocloz pra(..._ ~ 
" ID &11 mJlife, lae•• WI uow, • 
"Saw a moreru., aprofueuhow." 

Mr. Town is not uncandid ; and, having prudent fears, 
that even the grand chapter would hesitate currently to re· 
ceive so bold a.qertions, he continues to aay, "Perhaps my 
brethren may couider this description rather too great. 
If so, be persuaded to suspend your final decision for ~e 
moment." It is done ; and while we ue in 11U1pe118C, let 
hinr speak without jnterruption if we can. . 

25. " Where is the beginning, and where is the end of 
et~mity 1 (p. 31.) 

26. " What is the length, and breadth, and height, and 
.depth of eternal truth1 (p. 31.) 

'J:l. " Where the finit~ mind that can look through the 
vast machinery of nature 1 (Ibid.) · 

28. " Where the vain presumer, who dare assert he can 
trace unerringly the f~teps .of Omnipotence in all his 
works 1 (Ibid.) 

29. " Where the created being, .however et~ted in rauk, 
of ethereal mind, who comprehends the great mystery of 
God in the plu of redemption 1 (pp. 31 and 32.) 

30. " The wonder of angels, the eternal WOrd mani
fested in the flesh 1 (p. 32.) 

31. "Where such profound wi&Jfom, (as) can fathom 
that mystery of IJlysteries, a Trinity in Unity? (Ibid.) 

32. " In a word, where is that created being in the uni· 
verse of God, who will fully comprehend through a bound· 
~ss etf'rnity, the great and unl!earchable riches of uncrcn-
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ted divinity ; or the amazing displays of the divine ebarac· 
ter and perfections 1 (Ibid.) , , 

33. "Or who can trace immortal, existence through all 
its relations?" (Ibid..) 

Stop a minute. B11tler has a question. 

" Tell me bat what .. the D&taral C&UH 
" Why OD a lip no painter draWII 
" The ftlll mooa· enr, bat the half? 
" Re.ol'e that with your Jaco!HtafF! 
"Or why wolv111 I&J.e a hubbub at her, 
"And dol(ll howl when llhe lbiDel in -ter 1 
" Then lllhall fnlely giYII my vote 
" You may know 10mething ~ore nmote;" 

Now Jet the organ of the Grand Chapter proceed. 
"These subjects, collectively considered," says Mr. Towo, 

"comtitute the vital parts of' S~uJ-tive Free Masomy. 
Say, then, my brethren, who is sufficient for . these things 1" 
(Sed atl 1aaec qui8 idonetu. 2 Cor. 2. 16.) "Who can 
unfold the mysteries of this institution ; or explore the ut
most.boundaries of the Masonic system 1" (p. 32.) 

This inust· have .a shadow of truth to support it, one 
\VouJd think, else the Grand Chapter and Sponsors would . 
not have commended it as interesting to the .frieniU of 
truth. · Our author enforces his doctrine in the following 
modest manner. 

34. "Notwithstanding the ·moral precepts of our order 
may be," says Mr. T. "equally sacred and equally precious 
with those of Christianity, yet, unless they become ours by 
sentiment, identified with our affections, and ftow from the 
heart in every act of duty, how are we bene6tecU Not
withstanding this solemn and interesting truth, that the 
(35.) Divine Being views no moral character in man with 
greater complacency, than ·his, who in heart strictly con
forms to masonic requirements, yet if these requirements,'' 
&c. (p. 33.) 

36. "No moral truth presented to the mind," says Mr. 
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T., "can ·be greater, more evident, more comprehensive," 
&e. "than .that which • taught in the first masonic lesson ; 
that ia, to discharge every incwnbent duty to aur God, our 
neighbour, and ourselves." (p. 34.) 
' Nothing can be more comprehensive thari that which 
comprehends every ~g. 

" All meD Cram brut.u dil&iDpilbecl are, • 
"AM- other mD ucela; 
" For what'• in lmowledfe choice ud rue, 
"Within hia breut 1111C11181J dwella." 

dlaiftD& .Relon, p. lOJ. 

No moral t.iuth greater than that p~sented by Masonry! 
(36.) No moral character regarded by the Divine Being 
with greater complacence than that of a Muon I . (35.) 
Masonry preach the eternal word maWfeated in the fteth ! 
(30.) Masonry embrace the whole subject matter of di
vine economy I (24.) Masonry present to the mind the 
co-equal and co-eternal existence of the adorable Trinity I 
(10.) How astonishing that such things should be said; 
should be received ; should be recommended; should. be 
acknowledged and adopted, by the lea.rQ.ed, by the pious, 
and by the wile I The moral precepts, also, of our order, 
may be equally t&&cred and equally precious with th01e of 
Christianity II (34.) 

Far be it from me to liken Mr.· Town, and the grand offi
cers, and the grand ctlapter, to any thing evil ; but their de
sign bas been expresaed by another : 

" Well have yo judpl ; well 8Ddod lonr dabate, 
" SJDod of God.t! UJd like to what yo are, 
" Gzat thiDp -m.c~; which &om tho lowoat doptha 
"W'lll -mareniaua up,inlplteof &Lto, 
" Neuer our &DI!ilmt -L Pub& .. in 'riow 
"Oftho.ebright OODfluel, wh8Dce with~ &nllll 

" Azacl opportune acureiou,' we may obaace 
"Re-ter Heav~~~o"-PIIrlldiMLorl, b. ii.3110. 

" By a full and fair exposition .of our great leading princi-
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plee," ays Mr. T., "we betray no muonio secreta; these 
are ~~~.filly locked up in the heart_ of every Mason, and are 
NKVEa to be imparted ~cept in a constitutional manner ; 
but our leading teneta are no secreta. (37.) It is no-secret 
that Masonry is of divine oriiJin. (38.) It is no secret that 
the system embraces and ineulcatel evangelical truth. 
(39.) It is no secret that there is no duty enjoined, nor a 
virtue re'quired in t~e volume of iDBpiration, but what _is 
found in and taught by Speculative Free Masonry. (40.) It 
is no secret that the appropriate name of God has been 
preserved in this institution in every country where Mason
ry existed, while the rest of the world was literally sunk in 
heathenilm. (41.) And, above aU, it is not, neither can it 
be, a secret, that a good Muon is, of ne'eessity, truly and 
emphatically a Christi&D." 

HerOd the Great was " an exceiJent grand master."
VIde NtJtD More. Ergo: ilerod, of necessity, "was truly and 
emphatically a Cbristi&D." This is the easy way to con
vert the iDfideJe; make them Free MasollL 

Our author is grUld chaplain of the grand chapter, 
and mwt know even more than be has told us. The 
gnuid chapter hue unuimously recommended his book 
_under the hud of their grand secretary, " as a most valua-
ble produdion," and who can doubt it? Grand officers, 
and past . grand officers, set their own hand to the work in 
tbe DlOIJt unqualified terms of approbatioa, as " ealeulated 
to show the great importance of the institution," and "to 
redeem the sacred order at onee &om the ignorance, 
spleen, and mistaken dread of a too censorious world;" ...... 
and who will not believe them 1 Add to this the words of 
the Honourable and Most Excellent General Grand High 
Priest, &e. of the United States of America, and the. truly 
excellent Governor of New-York: "I have no hesitation 
in recommending it . (Town•s Speculative Masonry) to the 
patronage of the fi'aterni~y." Observe, too, the date of 
the most excellent general grand high priest's certificate. 
" Albany,~ Mareh, 5817." 
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The concluding ~entence of our author's first addreu to 
his hearers is as follows: "Finally, my brethren, in view of 
this wh~le subject, we see what a great mystery is involved. 
in Speculative Free Masonry." · 

So, i. benighted philosopher, seeing a lantern attached to 
a kite tail; 

" Blua u• ! quoth be, what clreacllbl wonder 
" Is that appea111 in Heaven yonder ? 
" A co1111t, and without a beard? 
" Or ltar that neyer before appeared r 
"It moat be mpematural." 

CHAPTER .XXX. 

Containing Free Ma11onry's P•allel between her ftzciUent 
Self and Divine RevelatiM. 

" What are th-, 
" So withered and 10 wild in their attire ; 
" That look not lilr.e the inhabitantl of the oarth, 
"And yet are on't?"-M'aebttl&. 

TaE work of Mr. Town, now under consideration, hu 
attached to'it, besides the names of its sponsor•, a ' list of 
subscribers' names, from Canada to Georgia : among them 
twelve M. E. Grand Hagl& Priut• and M. E. Grand Depu· 
ties ; ten M. E. Grand King•; siz M. E. Grand Scribes, 
&c. ; twenty-five most excelJent High Priut1; twenty
three Ezc~llent King•; and twenty-three Ezcillenl Scribe•; 
four gentlemen styled Reverend ; one hundred and elevep 

24 
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Most W orslaipfol Mamra; one hu_ndred and eight W or
iAipfol Senior WartieJU, and' one hundred and seven Wor
shipful Junior W ardms. And so popular is the work with 
the subscribers, that seventy have set to their names from 
10 to 20 copies; 18 from 20 to 30 copies ; and seven 
above 40 copies each. And a note at the end of the sub
scription list informs, that " the whole number of copies 
subscribed for, as far as come to hand, is 4353." 

This work, so far as I have means of judging, did not 
disappoint the subscribers ; and now, after having been ten 
years before the public, remains in full 'tredit, a book of ap
peal from the taunts of enemies ; a triumphant exposition 
of the pure ~rinciples ~d tenets of Masonry!' It is a 
book for which Free Masonry is justly answerable; recom· 
mended by her highest authorities, supported by a nwne
rous band of her officers, and appealed to by a multitude 
of her followers; she cannot separate herself from its com
mon fate, with the Monitor, the Chart, Preston, and the 
Book of Constitutions.' These books are much occupied 
-with the details of ceremonies; Town's is purely didactic, 
and being excellently adapted to the overthrow of the insti
tution it was intended to build up, I shall continue to give 
copious extracts, with concise remarks. It is fit that so fool
ish a quack as Free Masonry should die of her own drugs. 

Toum's Speculalive Free Masonry. chap. iii. p. 45.-" Tire 
general nature and duign of the Mtuonic Inrtitution. 
Sflll&fllarY of DUtie1. Principle1 in the ab1tract. 
" The'-way is now prepared to speak of the nature and 

deeigll of ·the Masonic institution. Its real, as weD 88 pro
te.ed ~bject is; to promote the highest possible good of ra
li<mal mtelligeneee. To inculcate the 80Uftd doctriftes of 
morality ·and virtue, and deeply imprea on the heart those 

• In 18!!, a eecond editi011 wu pabu.bed in New-York. 
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great and fundamental principlei ,which constitute the 
beauty and divine excellency of the moral if&te81." 

It is worthy of remark, that no claim .is made tQ sci~, , 
or even to teach the sciences. The very orders of architec
ture are forgotten. lu real oiject i. to in~ cie •ound 
doctritw of trtON.Jl;,y and "irttul, the principlu wAicA cOftlli-. 
tute de beauty tMd divine ucelle7tcY of the raortll.y~tea. 
While the Monitor, Chart, and ComtitutioDs, unite to claim 
the llciences, Mr. Town hoaestly aaya not a word about 
them. they call Masonry a pr~ve BCieoce, the art of 
finding new arta, &e. &c. Mr. Town's Speculative Ma
IOIU'f eaUs it, in IH,dy and .ub8ltlllee, the wAole dVIJ of..,., 
,. a tJtOral being, and in it& precept~ eqwlly ltla't:!l ad 
equtJll, preciou witi c~. An institution 

" Supplied with 1piritaal provilicm, 
.. ADd mapaiow of &DllllwUtioll ; 
" Mallet&, ~11&,_, plumb-W., and level•, 
" Com,.-, pup, ttowela, and c!ri.el ; 
" Toola for workmr eMit ..tntioa, 
"By mere mechanic operation." 

Speculati~ MMoary, chap. iv. p. 49.-" Coincidet&ee of 
MMOI&ic Principle~ unth Dit•ine Ret•elation. 

" After what has been said in relation to some of the 
leading principles embraced in the muonic system, it may 
not be improper briefly to show their coincidence with Di· 
vine Revelation. Masonic fa.ith acknowledges· the Holy 
Bible to be the word of God ; that it was written-by persons 
divinely inspired, and reveals the whole duty ~f man." · 

I must interrupt our author. It is well known to be the 
pride and the boast of MMonry, that it receives all men1 of 
all countries, creeds, and religions, and binds theQl in one 
i.ac:IUaoluble bond of · affection. With the Brahmin it be
lieve. the Shastcr, with the Musselman it believe& the Ko
ran, with the Jew it believes only the Old Testament, and · 
-Mth the Christian it ~lieves both the Old and the New, 
'lot to say, that with the Dei!lt it believes neither. 

• 

.. 
• 

• 

• 
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" Without distinction of nation or country, without pre
judice to religion or sect, a Mason should view the great 
mystic family aa united to him by the bonds of a.trection. •' 
-{Drllcho'l Oration~, p. 2.) 

Again, p. 17. Dolcho'1 Oration~: "The wandering 
Arab, the civilized Chinese, and the native American ; the 
rigid observers of the Mosaic law, the followers of Maho
met, and the professors of Christianity, are all connected by 
the mystic union" in one ituli11oluble bond of tz.ffu:tion. 

" The universal principles of the art unite in one indissolu
ble bond of afFection, men of the most opposite tenets, and 
of the most contradictory opinions." ( Prenon, p. 30. F. 
M. M. part I. ch. 1.) 

" As Muons, we only pursue the universal religion, or 
the religion of nature. "-{Ahiman Rezon, 35.) 

Again : " Masons are generally charged to adhere to 
that religion in which all men agree ; that is, to be good 
men and true, men of honour and .honesty, by whatever 
names, religions, or persuasions, they may be distinguish· 
ed. "-(.Ahiman Rezon, p. 25.) 

.. Religious disputes are never suffered within the lodge ; 
for, as Masons, we only pursue that universal religion which 
unites the most different principles in one sacred bond."
(Book of Con~t. p. 128.) 

Brethren~are " charged to adhere to the essentials of re
ligion in which ALL MEN AGREE." Formerly they were 
" charged to comply with the religious opinions and usages 
of the country where they worked." (Book of Con~t. p. 
34.) Nearly in the words of the Book of Con~t. and .Ahi
man Rezon, here quoted, is the language of the New Mo
ftit~ upon this subjecL (p. 48. and 108. F. M. L. p. 66.) 

Now, to say that masonic faith aclmowledge1 the Holy 
Bible to be the word of God, as our author and the grand 
chapter do here, is contrary to all truth, though according 
to many well established precedents. Masonry wiU be the 
most ancient and honourable institution; will teach all the 
most renowned sciences and' art!!, with " the art of wun-

.. 
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derwurking ;" will inculcate precepts equally pure, and 
equally precious, to say tl.e least, with Christianity ; will en
rol the best men of all ages, the most illustrious names of 
all eountriett, in the list of her devoted followers ; and is she 
not entitled to the best books too 1 The books of all lan
guages most revered by their readers, are equally revered 
by Free Masonry. Are they precious to the infidel 1 Then 
are they equally precious to Masonry. This is the true 
character of the harlot ; she loves every bOdy dearly, and 
him with whom she inhabits supremely ; she reveres the 
Bible in America, the Koran in Turkey, and the Shuter in 
IDdia, 81 equally worthy of accepta~on, and revealiag the 
whole duty of mao. Becoming, in the buest senae, all 
things to all men ; she is every where the same, best gift of 
Heaven to man-kind, and po~aes the remarkable quality 
of being the same thing, and its opposite, to any extent re
quired!. 

" No pryillf eye ean '9iew Ul berc, 
"No fool or ku&Ye diaturb our cbeet; 
"Our well formed Ia wnet mankind Free, 
"And gin reliefto mi .. ry." 

Prtlllon. 

"Let us, therefore," says Mr. T., "candidly compare the 
masonic system with that staadard of truth," (the Bible.)-
p. 50. (I number the parallels.] 

1. " That sacred volume clearly reveals the existence of 
one Supreme Eternal God. The masonic system is first 
opened to the view of every member, by a solemn aclmow
ledgment of this fundamental truth. 

2. •• Tbe bible exhibits the nature, charactez, and per
fections of God, as essentially and infinitely excellent, and 
himself 81 a being, in whom all our holy affections should 
ultimately centre. Masonry, in the strongest and most 
impressive language, inculcates the same interesting truths. 

3 u The scriptures enjoin supreme love to God, and uni
versal benevolence to all mankind. These are the first du
tie!! impret~!!ed on the heart of a Mason. 
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4. " Inspiration urges the exercile of brotherly love, and 
a due regard to the well being of our neighbour. Muonry 
considers the whole human fariilly as brethren, and impe
riously enjoins mutual and reciprocal acts of friendship and 
affection.,. 

'!'he parallel has bat commenced, and it .is hard to tell, 
at this stage, which,_in our author's hands, will come out 
second best ; the most ancient institution, or the bible. I 
would observe in passing, that our author's last parallel is 
hardly just to Free Masonry. It should read, as in the 
sequel will appear, " Inspiration teaches : ' love thy neigh· 
hour u thyeel£'" Matt. xix. 19. Masonry considers, that 
tnre citJrity begin~ at lome." This readiDg has poitn, as 
well as truth, (or its support. 

To return to the parallel. 
5. "The holy bible," says Mr. Town," enforces a strict 

adherence to the truth, as a divine attribute. This is a dis
tinguishing tenet in the masonic institution." Here the 
Grand Chaplain is under a great mistake in respect to the 
masonic institution. · 

6. "The word of God requires a conscientious observance 
of juatice in every relation. Masonry adopts this principle 
as a criterion of moral rectitude. 

7. " The sacred ~ritings enforce a religious attention to 
the sabbath as a day of holy rest. Masonry is equally em
phatic in all her commands and injunctions to keep that 
day holy. (Town's Spec. MtU. p. 51.) [Observe; the Jews 
may keep Saturday for sabbath ; and the Brahmi.Ds and 
'furks not being Christian Masons, are allowed their own 
pleasure in this matter.] 

8. "The word of God enjoins submission to the powers 
t~at be, as ordained of God. Masonry lays shnilar com· 
mands on all her members, and enforces them by conlttant 
admonitions. · 

* Town'• Spec. Free Maeonry, p. 50. 
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9. " The Scriptures teach us, in geqeral terms, all the 
duties of charity ; to feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, 
to visit the widow and fatherle~~, [of every family, and bro
therhood, and people,] and to keep ourselves unspotted 
from the world. Masonry dwells upon these subjects in 
every degree, and lays her members under the most solemn 
obligations to exercise Christian [or Mahomedan, as the 
case may be] charity and benevolence, [toward all the fra
ternity,] and never to violate tl.le laws of chastity;" [in 
copnexion with the near relatives of a Master Mason.] 

This supplement is most important to a right knowledge 
of the principles of Masonry. The ancient charges, as 
published in the sixteenth century~ were more precise in 
this particular than modern indulgence permits. Not only 
the near relatives, but even the domestics of a Master Ma
son, were then foreclosed by his obligations against the Ma· 
son'slust. But, observe, the rest of mankind, the unitiated, 
have ·always been, and are, fair game to those who are not 
restrained by more than i1 masonic oath. 

When wolves have unlimited range, the careless shep
herds are the principal sufferers ; but if they are barred to 

. one side of the mountain, the inhabitants need to watch. · · 
10. " The Word of God teaches us to love our enemies, 

and render good for evil. Masonry will feed a brother, even 
at the point of the sword, should his necessities absolutely 
.require it, and uniformly exhorts to overcome evil with 
good. 

11. "Ins-piration commands us to live peaceably with all 
men, and pul'8ue our lawful avocations with diligent appli· 
cation. The masonic institution enjoins similar commands 
in numerous ways." (p. 52.) 

Pur author's parallel runs, like a school-boy's metaphor, 
on all fours quite to the end of the course. The jade, how
ever, flags in the nee, and we will come with her immedi-. 
ately to the goal. "The scriptures, in a word, require a 
strict obedience to the whOle moral law. This law is.um· 
marily intenoooen !Dilla euery part of the masonic system. 
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(What a seamless garment is that.] Such are some of the 
more genernl principles. and duties contained in the scrip
tures of truth ; the same are fundamental in the system of 
Masonry. 

"It hence appears," says Mr. Town, "that the same 
8YBtem of faith, and the same practical duties, taught by 
revelation, are contained in and required by the masonic 
institution. If, therefore, the former be justly entitled to the 
approbation of mankind, from the nature and excellence 
of its principles, the latter must be. If the Christian system 
displays the' glory of the moral Governor of the universe, 
and constrains to admire, and love his character, so ALso 

, DOES THE MASONIC !" 
It is fairly an even heat: Sir Hudibras and his Squire 

were not better matched, than our author and Free Ma
sonry. 

" The queation then, (to 1t&te it fizz\,) 
" .II: which i• better, or which wont, 
"Synods, or bean? Bean I avow 
" To be the wont, and II:JIIoda thou. 
" But to make good the a.ertion 
" Thou aay'at they really ae all one. 
" If 10, not WOI'IIt; for if tb' are itlem, 
" Why then tanlundem tlat lmllidem. 
" For if they are the aame, by coune, 
" Neither il better, neither wol'lle." 

Free Masonry and the scriptures just balance each other. 
If the Bible teaches love to enemies, so does Free Mason· 
ry; if the Bible displays the glory of the moral Governor 
of the world, so does Masonry; exactly so, for she will 
not fall behind any thing in her pretensions, and she sticb 
at nothing in her pretensions : 

" There il no faith within the land, 
"Nor tAarit,v at a'; . 

" Tbere il na' 1IDpc within the land, 
"Where M&.IODr1'• awa'." 

MM. Mir. Clflllltl. J, vol. ii. p. 88. 
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Our author thus concludes the chapter under co111idera· 
tion : " These are the genuine principles of Masonry, an4 
ev~ry member is solemnly bound to believe them in his 
heart, and practise them in hia life." (p. 53.) 

Free Masonry and Revelation are the same thing; but 
how has this important fact been so long concealed from 
the Miuionary Society 1 Their labour to evangelize the 
world is like the Hebrews' task of making IMick without 
straw. Free Masonry will do it in less time. 

Enemies have risen up to deny revelation. Why should 
not its particular friend, Free Masonry, be brought out to 
their confusion 1 0, that Paley had been, and that Chal
.mera were, of the fraternity I Then the evidences of Chris
tianity might, in their works, shine by the light of Free Ma
sonry, with redoubled lustre. And let it ch~r the heart 
of the philanthropist, that should Revelation, by any unto
ward event, be lost, all that is most interesting in it, would 
be preserved in the breasts of faithful Masons, and restor
~d to the world by Free Masonry. 

"s~ to all accepted MuoDII; 
" There il nODe C&D t.heir honour pull down ; 

" For e'er Iince t.he rloriou creation 
" The• bran mm were bald ill reoown." 

Chonu. 
"Then who would not be a Free rd.- ; 

" Bo happy and jovialiii'U we? 
" To kinp, duke~, aud lorda, weiii'U bro~ 

" And ill nery loqe we are he." 

• 
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CHAPTER XXXI; 

S/,owu1g l1ow to 1.wove any great flllln a Free M(llon ; a:tul 
/,ow the three Degreu are typu of the Fall of Mlm, 
the Deluge, and the last Day. 

" In mathematic. he wu grater 
" Than Tycho Brahe or Erra Pater: 
" For be by geometric .-le 
" Could take the llize of poll! of ale ; 
" a-Iva bylioee and tanrente et.rait, 
" It bread aud butter wanted weifbt; 
" And wilily tell what honr o'the day 
" The cloak would lltrlb, by Alpbra." 

T0101a'B SJM~ Free Mtuonry, chap. 5. p. 54.-" .An
rial Mt~~~omy, Operalit:e aad &ligiotu." Chap. 6. p. 63. 
-" Modern Free M~mwy, Speculative and Religioru." 

THAT ancient Masonry was operalive, he proves, from the 
fact, that the ark, the tabemacle, and the temple, were 
each built tiy the appHcation of ~ the science of architec
ture to operative Masonry." To frame an edifice requires 
the application of the principJe• of geometry or M880nry. 
Men applying the priliciple1 of operapve Masonry, he 
make• it clearly 1o appearl are Mtuom, although they 
touch not the rule, or the plumb-line, with their own hands. 
Moreover, men taught of God how to build, are, evidently, 
when they build, Mtu07111 applying 1M directioru of tlae 
M01t Hwh to Mtuonry. · 

Excellent logic I I have ever entertained great doubts 
until now, whether Noah, and Moses, and even Solomon, 
were M880ns ; and whether Masonry was, indeed, a divine 
inltitution " given by God to the first Masons."* But 

* Book of CODI&itu\iODI. Ala\iquitie~, No. 6. p. 15. 
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now I see it clear as the meridian sun. Noah applied the 
principles of atchitecture, under the divine direction, to the 
building of the ark ; and Moees the same of the taberna
cle, and Solomon the same of the temple, " which was 
built after the similitude o( the tabernacle." Is 'it not 
plain, then, that these builden were Ma.ou? and that Me-

. •mary, in their hands, was a divine gift 1 It is very plain; 
I wonder at Masons' having made so much difficulty about 
the matter. 

Our author says, (p. 58.) " AU civilized nations admit, 
that Solomon most probably was a Mason ; and the fact is 
admitted from the circumstance of. his building the temple. 
If, therefore, his masonic ch~ter rests on this ground, the 
conclusion· is irresistible, that his masonic knowledge was· 
divinely derived." · 

How beautiful the truth I How perfectly plain, that from 
the circumstance of building the temple, Solomon was a 
Mason ; and being directed of Heaven in the work, that 
his masonic knowledge was divinely derived I And,. as our 
author adds, "· The same inference is equally true of 
M~s." 

And this unveils another myatery; for, if building the 
ark constituted Noah a Mason, the tabernacle, Moties, and 
the temple, Solomon, nothing is lacking to prove, that moet 
of those men claimed by Mr. Town were, in truth, Free Ma
sons. I could never before guess who had memory enough 
to keep the catalogue of great name• in all ages belonging 
to the &aternity ;• Nebuchadnezzar, Herod the Great, J'u
liUI Clllllar, &c.-but now I have it; as the building of tbe 
temple made Solomon, so the building of Babylon made 
Nebuchadneuar; and of many temples made J'uli01 Ce
sar ; and the building of a splendid Grecian temple at Je
rusaJem made Herod a Mason ; and to inoto wlleJAer ay 
acient tRtZn were a Mason, find whether lae applied tlu prift-

• It il well kuowa Muonry iDtnul8 ao&hiq to record~. " Tbe blue de. 
lfellhaY8 DO writteareeord•."-Dakllo'• Onlliom,p. ll.-

• • 



• 
196 TO PROV'E A~1' GREAT IU:S A FREE !U.SO!\, 

ciplea of geometry, which was anciently synonynaous with 
Masonry, to the erection of .tome building; and if he did
eall him a Mason; and if he be a great man whose charac
ter ie sought, mppo•e he applied the principles of geometry 
to the building a city, or temple, or fort, and call him a Ma
son at hazard ; the risk is nothing. In this way the memo
ry is not burdened, at the same time a good degree of cor· 
rectness ill eecured, and almost all the great men of an
tiquity will appear to have been Free Masons, to the glory 
of the nocturnal society. 

Pardon, brethren, and hear Mr. Town, p. 63. "Modern 
Masonry is not operative," says Mr. Town," but speculative 
and religious." To learn what is Speculative Free Masonry, 
we turn to chap. 7., which ie headed " Speculative Free 
Masonry unfolds · the outlines of the history of several great 
and leading events, both in the natural and moral world." 
p. 67. . " The first, both in the order of nature and of time, 
-was creation, when by the voice of omnipotence, the first 
ftood of light burst upon the astonished world. A manifest 
allusion to this event, appears in the first degree of Masonry. 
An audible voice is heard by the candidate, }¥hich is followed 
by scenes new, mysterious, beautiful and sublime. (Four 
adjectives to expres8 what is better expressed by one, viz. 
ridiculous.] Was it admissible to enumerate the ceremo
Ries of initiation, every person w~uld at once discover a 
manifest reference to the ·creation of this material world." 

It is truly said," all do not see alike;" and who would 
have thought so· sublime an event as creation was repre
sented by lively symbols at the first· stair of Masonry ! Can 
one believe that a fear of betraying the secret debars our 
author from pursuing the detail of the ceremoniea of initi
ation with their wonderful likeness to the events of creation 1 
Not at all: any thing which tells to the honour of the so
ciety, is free to be blazoned, and every other thing must be 
hid, must be the secret. When he had named that audible 
voice, why did he not add the fact which follows it in initi
ation 1 one just as like to the bursting of the jir.tt flood of 
light 1fJ0ft the aatoni.thed world, as the removal of a blinder 
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after a dull game of blind man's buft' on a winter's evening. 
And what weakness, to liken the removal of a bandage &om 
the eyes, to the creation of light and of the world I When 

" Conliuion heard lu. voioe, and wild uproar 
" Stood ruled, 1tood vaet infioitude coufined; 
" Till at his 1000nd bidding d&rknBII fled, 
"Light shone, and order from dilorder aprung." 

Par. IMI, b. iii. 110. 

Such is the laughablevanityofSpeculative Masonry. (p. 
68.) " The next great event in the natural world,, says Mr. 
T., " was the general deluge. This was a very awful ex
hibition of the divine displeasure. The whole human race, 
with the exception of one family, in astonishment and dis
may, saw the prelude to their inevitable destruction. De
serted by a former protecting providence, they gave them
selves up to hopeless despair. This melancholy event is, in 
some circumstantial points, faintly called up to the mind in 
the third masonic degree." · 

It is well our painter put the name to his drawing; "this 
is an ox ;" for no likeness can be discov~red, even when the 
name is given. As I read, I feared the explanation must 
lie one degree beyond any I have taken ; but lo I it is in the 
sublime degree of a Master Muon; and that sublimity, 
which never before appeared, begins to shine out. Who 
would have thought it ; that the feeble assassination of an 
innocent :man resembles the drowning of a guilty world? 

" DoWD ru1hecl the rain 
" Impetuou1, and continued till \he outh 
"No more wa• •en ; the floating v-1 1wam 
"Uplif\ed; and ~eeure with beaked prow, 
"Rode tiltinr o'er the wave~." 

Paradi.lelAit, b. xi. 748. 

True, it is represented ~but faintly, and in aome circum· 
lftantial points ; yet there is a resemblance, it seems, ami 

• • 

• 
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" D~ tltey fondly tiJiukiDg to allay 
" Their appetite with pt. 1Detead of truit, 
"Chew bitter &lhei."-Par.Lort, b.:r;. 664. 

And what would a Ma.son'that is a Jew, or Mahome
d~, or heathen, say to our author's embleiiUl, and to the 
masonic spirit of those who commend the doctrines of the 
Bible to the masonic fraternity ? They would laugh at the 
one, and scofF at the other. Notwithstanding all this pa
rade of the emblems of masonry, to show forth the crea
tion, the apostacy, the deluge, redemption, the Trinity, 
&c. &c., Masonry has actually no concern with these sub
jects, nor with any thing like them. The pretence that she 
has, is like that set forth for her by the Monitor, and Chart, 
and Constitutions, in relation to the sciences, hollow as the 
grave. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

Skowing the Heavenly Order of the Ma~onic Degrees, 
which are, and are not Degree.; also, that ancient Free 
Masonry, lmd ancient Christianity, are one; with a con· 
me method of proving by Free MtUcmry tkat a Heathen 
il a Christian. 

· " Though en'riou mortabl vainly try 
"On WI to cut &b8wdity, 
"We laugh at aU their ipleen." 

Ahimtm Reson, p. 165. 

Oua author, in his eighth chapter, gives a most amusing 
description of the " moral improvement derived from the 
order and succession of the masonic degrees." 
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"Not only are the several masonic lectures replete," says 
Mr. T., "with moral and religious iostructioos, but tluJir 
JJery order is a source of imptotJerruntt. The first degree in 
Masonry naturally suggests the state' of moral darkness 
consequent upon the fall of Adam. The second degree iJ 
emblematical of a state of unprovement aad trial. [This 
is the degree in which the seven liberal arts and sciences are 
taught.] Having diligently persevered in the use of means, 
the third degree prefigures the life of the good man in his 
pilgrimage state. (p •. 77.) Advancing to the fourth de
gree, he il greatly encouraged to persevere in the ways or· 
weD doing even to the end; having a NUB [the same that 
was on the golden triangle of glorious memory] which no 
man knows save him that receives it. (p. 78.) Hence opens 
the fifth degree, where [ mirabile dictu I] he discovers Ail 
electitm to, and his glorified station in, the iin.gdom of his 
Fotl&er. (p. 79.) Nelt the ai.lth degree is conferred, in 
which the richea of Divine grace are opened in bo~dlea 
prospect. (p. 79.) In the seventh degree, the good man [ter 
quater que beatus] is truly filled with heartfelt gratitude. 
(p. 80.) In the eighth he beholds, that all the heavenly ~ 
journers will be admitted within the veil of God's presence, 
where· they will become kings and priests before the throne 
of his glory for ever. (p. 81.) [ lnliRgUQ Latina, fient reges et 
sacerdotea apud solium glome in. aetemum.] Hence, in ad
vancing to the ineffable degrees, the pious heart is filled with 
joy. Here is viewed the consummation of the great plan 
of human redemption, wlaere every saint will be filled witA 
the jidne11 of God for ever and ever." (pp. 81, 82.) 

" 0 fortunr.ti nimium, IIU& a boar. n6zunt," 
MUOIIIII""'II Gecqil:, 468. 

·•lf IQch useful inatruc~on," says Mr. T., "may be 
drawn from the order of tle degreu, how great mast it be 
from the system itaelf!" 
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" H~re tfilclom her IIWidanl dilpl&1't 
" Here nobly the ICiaoee lhiDe; 

" Here the temple'a nit eolamn we ~. 
" And finillh a werk that'• diyine. 

" Illwned ftom the eu\ with pure light, 
" Here arts do their bl.ainp b•tow, 

.. And .U per.foel, all perfeet, uufold to tbe qht. 
" WluJt none but a Ar-nn lmoiD.-PrutCIII. 

CJaap. 9. ·• Ancient Mruonry, Ancient Olarinianity," p. &'b. 
Let our author explain for himsel£ " When we speak of 

Muoury anterior to the building of Solomon'• temple, we 
wish to be understood as speaking of principles, geotndrical, 
moral, religious, and sacred. In this view, we shall attempt 
to show, that ancient Masonry comprised what may, with 
much propriety, be termed ancient Christianity." 

Again, having ·spoken of Noah's ark, built by Masonry, 
under the divine superintendence, as a type of 1alvation, he 
adds; " It hence appears, that ancient geometry or Maso• 
ry, in relation to.the ark, did involve many religious truths. 
Just as far, therefore, as the mind was led, through this 
·medium, to contemplate the divine plan in the economy of 
redemptio~ jUBt so far Ancient Masonry [or geometry] in
volved ancient Christianity." [p. 85.] 

P. 86. "A knowledge, belief, and due reverence of the 
divine WORD, constitutes the very eesence of all true religion, 

·whether ancient or modem. StJohn begins his gospe1B, 
by 1111ying, " in the beginning was theW oaD, and the WoRD 
was with.God, and the WoRD was God. This WoaD, how
ever mysterious it may appear to the world, has been un
dentood and held sacred by the masonic order, &om time 
immemorial., 

This is singularly edifying to masonic brethren of Jewish 
tmd Turkish families. Each may learn, to his great surprise, 
that he well wuientaods and regards u sacred, the name 
of our blessed Saviour, without the sacrifice of one grain of 
bis afFection for the Mosaic ritual, or the falae propheL 

P. 89. "Tbis same WoaD ie, that by which Masons in 
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~very country do now recognise each other, as having been 
advanced to the more sublime degrees ; and, as every fun
da~ental principle of our holy religion emanates from and 
centres in Him, who is the brightness of the ~ather's glory. · 
and e.rpress image of his person ; just as anci~tly as the 
reverential use of this name can be traced in our institution, 
just IP long it must appear, that ancient Masonry was in a 
very important sense, ancient Christianity." (p. 90.) 

Very clearly pr.oved! And now, in five minutes, we:can 
telJ whether Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonia.n, was a Chris· 
tian 1 First, he· was unquestionably a famous king, and, 
therefore, a Mason.• Secondly. All Masom know and 
reverence the Logos. of St. John's Gospel, and, therefore, 
are Christians. Thirdly. Nebuchadnezzar was a Mason, 
tmil, therefore, ~Nebuchadnezzar wtu a C/,ristian. (V"ule 
Dan. ch. iii.) All which is so plain as to need no further 
illustration. 

In conclusion of the chapter, (p. 92.,) Mr. Town says, "It 
is, therefore, thought, from the hints which have been sog
gested, every b~other may obtain satisfactory evidence in 
Ilia own mind as to the truth of our first proposition, th!lt 
ancient Masonry; in this sense of the term, was ancient 
Christianity., Then ancient Masonry is ancient Christian· 
ity; that is certain, for Mr. Town is sanctioned by the 
grand chapter, and avowedly writes as a lover of truth 
solely. 

I am glad to meet, in Mr. Town's book, with mat· 
ter in relation to Masonry, which bears the marks of 
good sense. In chap. 10. p. 94., he says, " that the 
•oralizing (moral?) principles of our institution were 

• ff'not formally iDiti&ted, DO doubt Jae applied the priDciplw of pome,. 
f.rJ, or Muouy, to the erectiOD of 10me ho111111 or temple, which &irlyeti
tlw him to hia plaee ia the roll oC the tb.tenaity.-YiU 11MV'• JIMtilor: 
cr..-.. N~e. ,. m. 
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co-existent with true religion, there can be no donbt ; yet, 
with no semblance of propriety, can we hence date ~[a
sonry under its systematized form. The materials of an 
excellent edifice may all exist, either in a \Vrought or un
wrought state, yet with no propriety can we speak of the 
existence of that edifice, until-those materials are collected~ 
and duly put together. Hence, it is evident, if from our 
moralizing principles we date the origin of Masonry, we 
must fix its era eo-existent with the Almighty ; but that the 
society existed in its organized state previous to the reign 
of Solomon, King of Israel, to me appears highly improba
ble;" and he thinks we may safely date ancient Masonry, 
as a regular institution, from the reign of Solomon, that 
" is, the year one thousand and twelve before the birth of 
Chriat." A. D. 1827, then, is not the year of Masonry 
5827 ; but~ by this reckoning, 2839 :-3000 years off, makes 
a trifting difference, much to Mr. Town's credit. 

I 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

0~ a Lilt of Masonic 'Wortl&ie1, with a way tu 
prove am.J learned man a Free Ma.on : allo, the Ellett· 
t.iaU of Free Ma.onry. 

" Hail! all laail ! my bretbren de&r1 

.. All h&il to .,. al-y ; 
" Regard the art while ye hue life, 

"Revere 'it every day." 
Ahilllllf& Raon, p. 165. 

IT would be insupportably tedioua to follow our author to 
the end of hia treatise; but while be entertains his readers 
with an account of the mcieot patront of M&IIOIU'f, 
" Enoch, whom all Muons believe to have been in a spe· 
cial manner acquainted with those principles of geONtry, 
whence in proee. of time the maaonie institution arose;" 
and" Abraham, who became a diatinguimed instructer oftbe 
principles of Christianity, and the art of Geometry or Ma
I'IObl'Y ;" it will be pleasant to collect the great names iD a 
catalogue, graced with an occuional remark from the 
Grand Chaplain. 

Seth, 
Enoch, 
Noah, 
Abraham, 
Melchiledeck, " whom M110nry recognisea as one 

of her most venerable patrons :" and Jo1epla, the 100 of 
Jacob, (p.123.) "who was skilled in Egyptian aeieace, and 
Mlinent as a fllt.DI of .m.dOJil. No reasonable doubt, thffe
jore," says Mr. T., "can be entertained of hie masonic 
knowledge, according to its primitive acceptation." 

It has often been a query, whether Confucius. the ~eat 
• 
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Chinese philosopher, was a Free Mason, but I am enabled 
most satisfactorily to answer it, in the manner recommend· 
ed by the grand chaplain and the grand chapter, substitu· 
ting Confucius for Joseph, and Chinese in the room of 
Egyptian. " Confucius was skilled in Chineee science, and 
eminent as a man of wisdom ; no reasonable doubt, there· 
fore, can be entertained of his masonic knowledge, aecord· 
ing to its primitive acceptation." Wonderful l Who will 
refuse to sing : 

" H&il, mysterio1111 ! gloriou• IICience ! 
" Which to dillcord bidl defiance," &c. 

But to continue the catalogue-" Moses, Joshua, and Da· 
vid," which last many considerations induce us to believe, 
" was one of our ancient brethren ; a friend and patron of 
masonic principles." (p. 126.) 

"Jonathan, Solomon, 7..erubbabel, (p. 127.) Joshua the 
High Priest, Ezra, Haggai, Zoroaster, (p. 133.) Simoni• 
dee, Socrates, (p. 134.) Anaxagoras, lamblicus, Xopper, 
(p. 137.) Anaxarcbus, and "the great heathen king, Zopho
let," (p. 137.) who, no doubt, was a genuine Chriltian, 
1111 every Mason ought to be ; but it is Free Masonry alon' 
which can reconcile a Christian to the title bestowed by the 
grand chaplain on this king Zopholet, viz. " the great hea· 
then." 

"Thales, Plato, Eusebius, Aratus, (p. 138.) Origen, (p. 
139.) Justin Martyr, (p.144.) and Clemens, (p.139.) Jew, 
Christian, and Pagan, all agreeing in essentials in this mo
ral and religious institution, as will next be made to appear, 
from Mr. Town's Speculative Free Masonry. · 

We may also give a moment's attention to " the unity of 
Masons," and consider how they" all agree in essentials." 
" In the churches bf the blessed Immanuel, differences," 
says Mr. T., •• unessential in their nature, have crept in, and 

. by degrees rent asunder those strong cords of union which 
should have oound them together, as heirs to the II&Dle in· 
heritance. As it respects the masonic institution. disunion 
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is a stranger ; the unity and fellowship of the great body 
baa never been broken." 

Now she assumes the mistress ; Christianity is down; 
Free Masonry is more than a match for discord.-Had she 
ever any settled principles to divide up(>n 1 ever a oomis· 
tent body to break 1 Whether men, her votaries, worship 
three millions of gods, with the Hindoos ; or the family of 
Saturn, with the Greeks ; or the only living and true God, 
with the patriarchs ; is it noi all one to F~e Masonry 1 

' What can they divide upon 1 

" Where tbere .ia DO food 
" For w hiob to 1trin, DO Btrif8 can pow up there 
"From faction."-.111~ Par. Loll, b. i.i. 

Free Masonry is any thing to suit her entertainers; a shame• 
leas harlot, that vaunts, forsooth, her love to Immanuel, in 
this Christian land, and, at the same moment, on the shores 
of the Mediterranean, is courting the Musselmen with false 
cries of " .A.Uah illa .Allah! Mohammed reaoul .A.Uah. ,. 
She, through her votaries, supplies the wants of the widow
ed parent in this Christian land, and in Hindostan rears the 
funeral pile to consume the living parent with the dead r 

Oh what an one is Free Masonry, to boast the unanimity 
of her IJ}embers " in all holy essentials I" The essentials 
of Free Masonry I These are, with Symmes' theory of 
concentric apherea, in the brain of the believer ; they have 
no existence in nature. " Do you fall into the mercilua 
hands of the Turks 1" says Mr. T., "the shackles of slave
ry are broken from your hands through the interposition of 
a brother. Even the bloody ftag of a pirate is changed for 
the olive branch of peace by the mysterious token of a 
Mason." (p. 160.) Pirates with their bloody Rags, merci
leas Turks, cruel savages, haughty Jews, and meek Chris-

• The Lord .ia God, Mahomet .ia h.ia prophet. 
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tiaos, all agree in the e~~~entiala of Free Masonry I A DlOIJC 
lovely institution I 

P. 176. " It is a sacred truth, and weighty aa eternity, that 
the present and everlasting well being of mankind is solely 
intended ; aud, if we may safely iofer the future &om the 
put, a happy masonic millenial period will100n commence, 
to the inexpresaible joy of aU the inhabitants of the earth. 
[0, for a nobler speech than Englieh 1118. " Comma. 
rabitur lupus cum agno--et leo licut boa commedet atra· 
men."] Why should such an opinion be co01idered h~ 
thetica11 why rejected as altogether improbable 1 The 
analogy between Speculative Free Masonry and Christian
ity, is not partial, but complete. It is not imaginary, but 
real." 

Our author is in his senses, and Masou are not enough 
in a paasion with his shameless absurdities. I hope they 
will bear the exposure of this extravagance with the same 
equanimity. (p. 178.) "It is believed a glorious millenial 
period wiD soon be experienced in the church, aild this 
belief is founded on Divine testimony. In view, therefore, 
of the foregoing comparisons, [omitted here,] have we 
not the same reasons to believe an era similar in some 
respects, will soon commence in the masonic world I" 

I do not intend to be unjust to Free Masonry ; to quote 
to her prejudice the conduct or remarks of single individuals~ 
however exalted in rank, or ennobled by virtue, or degraded 
by vice. But for the treatises published by her ablest advo
cates, and officially san.etioned by her highest authorities, 
Free Masonry is responsible. 

Nor am I unjust to Mr. Town and his masonic sponsors, 
in the quotations taken from his Speculative Masonry. I 
have given his thoughts in the order and words which be 
himself has used, and that too with a generous hand. It 
has been my wish to place as much as possible of the Grand 
Chaplain's text before my readers, and to leave every on~ 
to make his own comments. Hear him. (p. 140.} 
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"In relation to modem Speculative Free Masonry," says 

Mr. T., " it is abundantly evident to the world, that the 
great doctrines of morality and teligion, [Judaism, Islamism, 
Paganism, and Christianity,] ~e summarily comprised in 
the 'lectures, and taught in the lodges. In travelling back 
to the remote ages of antiquity' no period can be found 
when masonic customs, ceremonies, IUld tenets, were not iu 
substance ~he same as at present." 

N. B. Free Masonry is a summary of" the great doctrines 
of morality and religion;" and· its "tenets," or essential 
doctrines, have ever been the same. These are said to have 
been cordially embraced by men commonly believed to be 
ofvery different tenets; e. g. Herod the Great and John 
the Evangelist; N ebuehadnezzar and Julius C~esar, " the 
great heathen king Zopholet," and the humble follower of 
the cross. But hear our author's conclusion. · · 

" If, therefore, no characteristic change for many hundred 
years can be proved, why may it not be true, that those 
fundamental ani! characteristic principles did actually ori
ginate in the earliest periods of time?" 

"'then call from East to Wcst the world;-
. " The mystic banners are unfurled ! • 

" ADd, 0, departed Ancient1, 11e 

.. From heaven, and ble• our jubilee.'' 

"When all the world shall Masons ht', 
" Aud live and love. in jubilee." 

l~rom premises enabling our author to inter the early 
origin of masonic principles, it may be inferred, that Free 
Masonry baa no principles at all; but she has one, viz.: to 
glorify herself at any expense, enrolling the great and good 
men of all ages under her .banner, whether they will or not ; 
and pretending to a most cordial intimacy with Christianity · 
and Judaism, with Mahomet, and Juba, and Jupiter; and to 
an influence, too, capable of reconciling these several sys
tems and characters, and of making them, in her lovely 
self, absolutely one, both in tenets and principles ! 

27 
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Verily, the Grand Chapter must tbink 

" The world i8 uaturallJ &YIII'I8 

- .. To an the truth it Rllll or bean, 
" But a wallow• DOIIMIIM. ud (0 ! 6e !) · 
" With greedille• aud gluttoDJ." 

CHAPTER XXXIV . 

.. 'fhe madn- of Don Quixot\e here IO&rB to the hirhalt pitch or e:atra
V&f&IIOII that can be imagiuecl, and even bJ two bow lhotl, at leut, ezceeU 
all eredit and conception." 

Chap. 13. p. 147. "~lcuonic Word, or Divine Logo1: 
how trarmnitted." 

I fear the reader will think too much time has been aJ. 
ready devoted to our author: but re~embering how I became 
acquainted with this treatise, I cannot lightly paill it by. 

A reverend and r~spected friend, who has taken more de
pees in Masonry than I can repeat without a prompter, 
hearing some objections made to the grea~ institution, in the 
fint place, advised to advance higher for my own satisfac· 
tion ; and when that advice was replied to, he recommended 
the perusal of this work, "Town's Speculative. Masonry," 
and kindly put me in a way to procure it. Justice requires 
a thorough examination of the work; and seeing_ the appro
bation with which it was first heard by the grand chapter, 
and the kind reception with which it has since met from the 
multitude of the fraternity, into whose hands it has fallen, 
the reader may be assured, that it has a very high masonic 
reputation, and deserves every possible attention. • 

"'A IBCODd editiou, in 181!, was added to the 4,500 copiee eub~eribed for 
1!1 the firet eclitiou, 
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The novelty and importance. of this head of the work, 
gravely put forth by the Grand Chaplain, and unanimoualy 
approved by the Gf81ld Chapter, will demand copioua ex· 
tracts ; and these will, at least, show the genius of Ma· 
sonry ; though ~pied as· published, "not for its elegance 
of composition, but for truth." (Pref. to Town'1 Sp«. 
Free Mas.) 

" By tracing masonic customs, and comparing certain 
ceremonies in the economy of the institution," says Mr. T., 
" there appears to be an existing fact, indicative not only of 
the antiquity, but high object of ancient Masonry. From 
this fact it appears, that · ancient Masons were in possesaion 
of the appropriate name of the promised Messias, termed 
in the New Testament, the Loaos or Woao. The know· 
ledge of this Woao was· an object of great moment, and 
sought with all diligence by members of the institution. 
This divine Woan has, in every age of the world, been 
held sacred, and faithfully transmitted from one to another 
in ancient form, to the present day." (p. 147.) Doubted. 

"Quoth ......_,.,, it il rio pan · 
"Of prudence, to cry down &D art, 
" And what it may perform, deay, 
" Becau.e you uclemand not why." ' 

Let Mr. Town· proceed with "the arte of wunder-wur~ 
kynge." 

(P. 150.) "Previoua to the. regular organization of the 
masonic institution, a knowledge of this ~ame might have 
constituted that mark of distinction amongst our ancient 
brethren, by which they did recognise and fellowship each 
other. To the world this may appear hypothetical, but to 
well informed brethren, who are sufficiently advanced, there 
can be scarcely a doubt of its correctneBB. 

"That a knowledge of the divine Locos, or WollD, 
should have been the object of so much religious research, 
from time immemorial, adds not a little to the honour of 



'J'IIE MAiiONIC WORD 

Speculath·c Free :Masonry. The same WoaD which breath
ed the spirit of life into Adam, and which appeared in the 
fteah for the salvation of man, has been pec~liar to the 
masonic institution, since its organization by Solomon, and 
probably to the patrons of. masonic principles [or the prin· 
ciples of geometry] since the days of Enoch.,. (p. 151.) 

(P. 152.) "From the whole masonic economy, it ap
pears that one great point in that dispensation was, to at
tain and preserve the true knowledge of the M Y8-TER-IES 

of this Woan. [How like you that, Jew 1] The fact now 
existing amongst all Masons, however remote in country, is 
strong presumptive evidence, that the same hath been from 
ancient times." His highness at TrinchinipoiJy, " Omditul 
Omrah Bahander, eldest son of the nabob of the Cama
tlc," is said to be a Mason, and therefore has, or as a Ma
son might have, a. true knowledge of the mysteries of the 
Divine Logos l 'fhis is Free Masonry. 

(P. 154.) "Adam," says Mr. 1'., "must be supposed to 
communicate the name of his Creator, which St. John 
calls the Looos, in some intelligible manner to his posteri
ty, and they to theirs, down to the time of Noah. Noah 
and his sons, who repeopled the earth, would be inclined 
to adopt the same course, not only in preserving the name 

* Thie bout il not unpopular with a certt.in class of the fraternity, and 
ia fully setforth in tho following line~: 

A Before the Etemal.Mcutr:r 
" Let every mortal bow ; 

"From heart& his meroie1 feeling, 
"Let gratefw inceDH flow. 

Chorvt. " Here hia holy nan1e we know; 
" And here hia holy name we know ; 

"We lmote, 

"We me"'• 
"And hie holy name we know." 

.Ma1 • .Mir. and ltluh. Intelligert~er, vol. ii. p. :U. 
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itltelf, [from their wives,•] but even the manner of pronoun
cing it. In this way both might have been trD.IUimitted with 
little or no variation, through Abrahall), Jacob, Mosea, and 
the Jewish priests, till the days of Solomon. . That lan
guage may have varied during this period, can be no ob
jection. Since the time of Solomon, however, we have no 
doubt but the very same Woao, with the manner of .pro
nunciation, has been religiously observed in the masonic 
iDBtitution in every age and country to the present day.'' 

E>oactly so. 

" For myatic learning, wondrou. able, 
" In magic, talii1DILI1, and cab&l ; 
"Wh011e primitive tradition reaches 
" A• far u Adam'• tint green breeches." 

•• If, therefore, the above be correct, we may plainly dis
cover why Speculative Free Masonry involves so many 
principles which are fundamental in the Christian system. 
h the WORD, in the first verse of St. John, constitutes the 
foundation, the subject matter, and the greatulti1_11ate end 
of the Christian economy, so does the same WoaD, iri all 
its relations to man, time, and eternity, constitute the very 
spirit and essence of Speculative Free Masonry." So ends 
the chapter. 

Now, lest the re~der should suspect that Mr. Town never 
delivered this chapter of his work in the presence of the 
grand chapter, but put it in his printed work on his own re-

• Thw f&ct w introduced by a masonic poe\ into the following wretched 
lin• : linee ,.orthy of tlJe Tyler's office on thY occuion. 

" In the deluge, where morti.1a loet their live•, 
"God aved four worthy Ma1ona and their wiv•; 
"And in the ark great Noab a lodge did hold, 
•· Shem and Japheth bia warden. we are told ; 
" And Ham, u tyler, ordered to ~eeure 
" From all their WJVEI the ~eeret door."-.4. &•an, p. 17!. 
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sponsibility, and without the knowledge o( his sponaon, 
(which supposition, charitable as it would be to Masonry, 
cannot be correct,) I will copy similar sentiments re
specting the masonic ·word, scattered through different 
parts of his volume. (p. 121.) Speaking of Melchisedeck 
and the Jewish order of priesthoOd, from Aaron to the 
.Messiah, he says, " All pointed to the eternal priesthood of 
the Son of God, who, by his own blood, made atonement 
for sin, and consecrated the way to the Holy of Holies. 
Thia constitutes the great and ultimate point of maamaic re
search." '.{'he zenith and the nadir are not more diverse, 
than our author's assertion, and the truth. · 

Again, p. 130., speaking of the wise men who came 
from the east to inquire for the babe of Bethlehem, he 
says, " One thing is evident, that they were favoured with 
DiviDe communications, and probably undentood the name 
of the Logos or W oao, with its divine essence and offices. 
No doubt they receh·ed, and embraced in their hearts, the 
true LIGHT, and were enabled to walk therein." 

(P. 138.) "Plato often used the term Logos, or divine 
woao, in a very significant point of light. [This proof he 
adduces to show that Plato was a Free_ Mason !J Whether 
Plato rightly understood its appropriate meaning, or not, we 
cannot certo.inly determine." (p. 152.) 

•• The great scheme of redemption began to be published 
to our first parents immediately after their apostacy. Early 
was the fint promise made of a Saviour, even that divine 
W oao which created all things. Here was laid that deep 
foundation on which the whole superstru~ture of the gospel 
dispensation was erected. The same precious promise is 
the great corner stone in the edifice of Speculative Free 
Masonry."* (p. 171.) 

* In commemoration of this great promi.e to the faithful, we orn&miiDt 
the entn.uce into our lodp with three emblemalical pillars ; &om our 
lmowledp of the completion or thahacred Word, in the coming of our Re
deemer.-Huteh. Spirit of JtiCIIOflry. 
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'l'o conclude with a short extract from our author's ad· 
dreu to lodges and chapters : . 

" Brethren and companions, in the foregoing pages you 
have seen some of the outlint& of the great body of the 
masonic system. Search deep into diose hidden mysteries 
to which your profession leads. Raise your admiring views, 
and look abroad into the vast fields of masonic research. 
You may view the collective e.rceUenciu of the whole JJWral 
&yltem, mmmarily compriaed in the body of Speculative 
Free !rlaAonry." (p .. 205.) 

Such is ~odem Free Masonry, according tQ Mr. Town, 
and the grand chapter, and the grand officers. Such is the 
work certified by the grand chapter to be " a most valua· 
ble production on Speculative Free Masonry," and which 
the grand officers say, " we do mbSt cordially recommend 
as a most valuable production, and, ib our opinion, calcu· 
Jated to advance the general interests of the masonic insti· 
tution, and open a field for individual improvement in ma· 
sonic knowledge, MORE than any WORK which, to ,our know· 
ledge, has appeared before the public." Excelle~t! And 
all this under their own sign manual. 

The Past Deputy Grand High Priest, the Most Excellent 
Z. R. S. of G. goes still farther. " I have examined Com· 
panion Salem Tow'}'s Addresses to the Grand Chapter 
of New-York, and for r.rtent of ma&onic re&earc/,, correct· 
nul of ma&onic principle&, and fervency of piety, I consider 
them UNEQUALLED." 

·Reader, what think you of Speculative Free Masonry 1 
-Vox et pretera nihil!- · 

" lD hoc eel hoax, cum Ti&:&L ot pretences, 
" Et bliudem, boaatem, foolemque the folbe1, 
" Fee! faw! fum !"-Salmagundi. 

P. S. To pa88, without further notice, thirty pages of 
Mr. Town's book, entitled, " Evidences that Masonry has 
been the medium through which the Pentateuch, or five 
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books of Moses~ have been preserverl to the world," cannot 
proceed from any disposition to neglect Mr. Town, or his 
unequalled effort.· The fact is, our author has not· been 
thoroughly taught in his logic ; does not know ho'Y to rea
son closely ; is easily imposed upon; tells a story about 
the land of Canaan, the ark, and the law of Moses, before 
he comes to the matter in hand ; and having come to that, 
what are his strong arguments 1 why, one single (aqt-that, 
an aasumed fact, and a fact which, if granted, proves no
thing in the premises; \iz. "that they (the five books of 
Moses) were thoroughly concealed by Josiah, ~r by others, 
at some time previous to the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
afterwards discovered and brought to light." (p. 222.) He 
does afterwards say, the hiding and finding was performed 
by Masom, and in proof brings that \'eritable witness, ma
sonic tradition, who is well known to consider, 

" That u but tempered blades are found, 
" Before they break, to bend quite roUQd, 
" So trueat oaths are 1till.m01t tough, 
" Which, though they bow, are breaking proof." 

No judge would allow the testimony of such a witness to 
go to the jury in an action of petty trespass. 

Our author is truly a man of pure intentions ; his errors 
are not of the heart, but of education and understand
ing. Governors and kings have taken an interest in 
Free Masonry for the accomplishment of their personal 

' schemes ; and he, in common with others, has thought 
it was for the intrinsic value of the insti,tution! Not find
ing that expected value in any particular mystery, or in 
any new developement of science, or in any other thing ; 
and still supposing intrinsic value must be there to PT1gage 
the attention of the philosopher and prince, he simply sup
poses it to be in the religious and moral nature of the insti
tution; not considering that the institution, which alike em· 
braces men of all religions, must itself be totally destitute 
of a religious nature, and that, being destitute of fixed rcli-
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gious principles, it has no good foundation for its moral 
character.; that as it participates with equal freedom io the 
religion of the liindoos, Greeks, Jews, and Egyptians, .10 

must it in the morals of the Turk, pirate, and Cbristiau. I 
take my Jeave of him with()ut unkindness, and of his hlgbly 
approbated addrell8e8 without regret. 

' 
CHAPTER XXXY. 

Containing a Plan for the great extension of Free Ma•on· 
ry in all Heathen Countries, in the manner of the Grand 
Chapter. 

"Muonry excluda &11 dminction• ot"relirion, u well 11 ofruk. . Thl 
Epi8COpalian, the Pre~bytedan, the Methodiat, tbe Baptilt, the Catholic, 
the Hebrew, a.nd the Turk, may here ait topther in peace and harmony." 
-Net~~ Jtlanitrn", p. 111. 

MASONRY' claiming to have taught mankind the arts, and 
among them, like Saul among the prophets, religion, we 
_have been for some time observing in what manner she hu 
performed this part of her duty. The grand chaplain &lid 
the grand officers of the grand chapter ·of New· York, 
have, under their own several signatures, held forth in a ve
ry singular strain : one that outstrips admiration, and de
fies satire; and is, moreover, utterly hostile to the text at 
the head of this chapter, and, also, to the generally receiv· 
ed maxims of the order. 

Whether 'the Jewish, Turkish, and Chinese Masons will 
28 
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call the grand chaplain and llis coadjutors to account for 
the scandal the grand chaplain's book hu brought upon the 
charitable character of the institution, i8 extremely doubt
ful; since ten yeB.I'II have elapsed, and no stir has been 
made ; and, indeed, they have no right to interfere with the 
grand chaplain's religion-that would be a breach of ma
sonic charity : the only remedy they have, is, each nation 
to put out a treatise of its own, proving that Free Masonry 
hu, through all [Turkey] " the same. co-eternal and unsha
ken foundation, contains and inculcates, in 'substance, the 
same truths, and proposes the same ultimate end, us the 
doctrine of [the Koran] taught by divipe inspiration .. , 
(Town's Spec. Free Masonry, p. 13.) 

N. B. Substitute Sluuter for Koran, among the Brah
mins, and for every other people, its peculiar name for the 
Palla-pala; stoutly assert in every copy, that" Free Ma
sonry embraces, in body and substance, the whole duty of 
man 8.8 a moral being." (Town, p. 23.) Say," Here we 
view the coincidence of principle and design between the 
- • scheme and speculative Free Muonry, with that 
pleuing admiration which satisfies inquiry, and clearly 
proves our system bB.Bed on the rock of ages. Such are 
the deep mysteries of the divine ( ,) in whom all the 
fullness of .the ( ) dwells bodily:" (Town, p. 24.) and 
after pursuing 'this line of declamation until out of wind, or 
to the number of forty distinct points of divine original, 
conclude by observing : " Such are n few of those nume
rous excellencies found in the system of speculative Free 
Muonry. On these are indelibly fixed the seals of impe
rishable worth. If auch, indeed, were not the facta, no man 
of aenae and itulependence of mind, co!lld in any· shape 
become altacl1ed to the imtituti.on. If all were a mere 

lpBCioru form, a sl~adow without aubstance, a name with-

"'Mr. TowD' Aya, C~i&IU171 : every people will fill up the blanb with 
the name arpropriate to tbt>ir own. 
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out meaning, the institution would meet with littl~ else 
than 1overeign contempt :" ( Town•, p. 26.) and no doubt 
it would take with the people ; the lodges wonld be greatly 
increased in all the earth, and the amiable and accommo
dating spirit of Free Masonry would be charmingly, clearly 
illustrated. · 

And, now, every nation sing to their own divinities, Turk. 
Chinese, Brahmin, and Savage : 

"From heaven Mince such bleeain&'& flow, 
"Let every Muon, while below, 
"Our noble 110ience bere improve ; 
" 'Twill rai11e biB aoul to realDII above, 
" And make hislodp a lodge of love." · . 

It would be very appropriate, to issue for tl1e use of the 
craft, one edition of such work in the univer1al.language, 
suitable for the different religions of the world. The grand 
chaplain · and his chapter are of the Christian . persuasion, 
since they connect Free Masonry only with Christianity in 
their eulogiums, and show at full length the coincidence of 
the craft and divine revelation. I am not acquainted with 
Chinese or Arabic, else I would make an effort to fiild a 
parallel in the manner of Mr .. Town, between their reli
gious schemes, and Free Masonry. But every reader can 
imagine the charac,ter of such a parallel, from a perusal of 
Mr. Town's, ·and a moment's reflection upon the .follow
ing statement : 

" When the lodge is closed, each departs untainted by 
the other ; the Jew to his synagogue, the Mahometan to his 
mosque, and the Christian to his church, as fully impressed 
as ever, with ·the divine origin and rectitude of hls own 
faith, from the principles of which he has never for one 
moment deviated, either in thought or deed." (New Moni- , 
tor, p. 110.) 

And 'this must be the reason why masonic prayers are, 
not one in six, lifted up in the name of the Lord of Glo
ry : some foe to Christianity might be present, and be 
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wounded in his feelings,_ or he tainted in his principles. 
Besides, " as Masons, we belong to the oldest Catholic re
ligion :" (Ahiman Rezon, p. 30.) and as this is more an
cient than the Christian era, there is a natural propriety in 
preserving independence. . " Ours is the true religion," says 
a Mahommedan, " and Abraham was a true believer ; he 
was ne1ther Jew, Christian, nor Idolator. But what ren
ders our religion more especially holy and admirable, is its 
being the only one -which makes alms-giving an essential 
duty." This is also the boast of Free Masonry. 

"The dunce, he iJD&gine• thahcienoe and art 
" Depend on 10me compact or magical part; 
" Thua men are 10 stupid, to think that the cau.e 
"Of our con.Ututioo'a against diviDe lo.w1. 
"£ach profe•ion and cii.BI! of mankind muat agree, 

' "That Ma10na are jovial, religion•, and free, 
"Rdigttnu arulfree.'' · 

" 'fhe Chinese, the Algerine, the Persian, the nati\·e of 
Indostan, the .Turk, and the Jew, may, under the masonic 
banner, associate in love with their Christian br~thren, and 
participate of all the benefits of the institution.'' (Mtu. 
Mir •. and M. I. p. 273.) 'fhey co~ld not tusociate in LJve, 
if the Lord Jesus were named by any in adoration; so, 
for the sake of peace, this name is altogether omitted. 

Truly " mutoal toleration in religiou~t opinions, is one 
of the most distinguishing and valuable characteristics of 
the craft;" (Pruum, 29.) and Mr. Town has erred in say
iDg, " if we would add universal celebrity to our institution, 
the world must be convinced, that the foundation is laid in 
evangelical truth." (TotDn,·I4.) That would be the very 
way to shut the Turks and Arabs out ; to confine the glo
rious craft to the narrow limits of Christian nations. 

"I honestly recommend," says Ahiman Rezon, (p. 2"J.) 
" regular lodges, as the only seminaries, .where men, in the 
molt pkastmt and cleQI'eBt manner, may he1Lr, understand, 
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·and learn tlteir duty to God, and also to their neigltbcmr~, 
and where men of all persuasions may u11ite." 

"Wha.t eburchee have eueh lUIIe putors, 
" And preoiou1, powerf'Dl, preaching ma1ten ? 
"Po.u-d of abaolut.e dominion, 
•• From tb' enemy of all religion." 

" If all that is good and amiable, if all that is useful to 
mankind or society, be deserving a wise man's attention, 
Masottry claims it in the highest degree." (Smith, 268.) 
" Whatever the great Architect of the world hath dictated 
to mankind, as the mode in which he would be served, and 
the path in which he. is to tread, to obtain his approbation ; 
whatever precepts he has administered, and with whatever 
laws he hath inspired the sages of old, the same are faithfully 
comprised in the book of constitutions." (Smith, 324.) 
Let him who believes it, purchase the book ; but there is no 
need;. hear Mr. Smith once more, p. 330. Masons put on 
white raiment as a type of innocence. · " The Druids were 
appar~lled in white at the tinie of their sacrifices. . The 
EifyptiO.n priests of Osiris, wore snow white cotton. The 
Grecian, and most other priests, wore white garments ; as 
Masons, we regard the principles of those who we~e the first 
worshippers of the true God, a11d imitate tlteir apparel." 

Put these extracts of Smith together, and they fairly 
prove, that "Glorious Masonry" -eomprises all divine inspi
ration in its Book of Constitutions ; and at tlte same tjme, 
inculcates the principles of the Druids, Egyptians, and 
Greeks, with perfect harmony. 

" Pray make no mistake, 
" But true your joints break," &c. 

Or rather: 
"·sublime are our maxim1, our pltm from abou, 
" Ae tho creation antique, and cemented by love. 
" No di11e0rd, no faction, 011r lodge ehall divide ; 
" Here ti"UUh, !an, and friendship, mast alway• a !tide." 

Ahimrm Reson. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

" AmODf the failhiea, faithful only he.-
" Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
" To lrWene from truth, or change his coutant mind, 
" Thourh single." 

IN exhibiting the manner In which Masons have taught 
religion among tt.e arts to mankind, I have the pleasure 
here to introduce to the notice of the reader, " An Inquiry 
into the Nature and Tendency of Speculative Free Mason
ry. By John G. Stearns, Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Paris, New-York." This little work, published early in 
1826, .was not sought by the public until after the abduc
tion in ·that same year, awakened attention to the claims 

. of Free Masonry. It fell into my hands ~der circum
stances ~teful to memory, and at a time when the mind 
was agitated and tossed between the manifest disparity of 
the promises and the rewards of Masonry ; between its 
pretensions and the truth ; its wise and learned supporters, 
and its ridiculous tradition and ceremonies. 

Mr. Stearns treats only of the religious pretensions of 
Free Masonry, leaving all other claims of the most ancient 
and honourable institution to make their own way in the 
world ; but his work helped greatly to settle my convic
tions, to confirm my purposes, to encourage and counte
nance this effort. 

His manner will be seen in the following extract from his 
" Inquiry," chap. iv. 

" The meekness of Christ does not characterise the ma
sonic institution. It is not designed for meek-minded men, 
but for men of all classes, who are proud, haughty, and am
bitious, and who love the praise of men more than the 
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praise of God. If a spirit of meekness and gentleness is 
found in individuals of the brot.herhood, it 8elongs to Chris
tianity,and not to Masonry. How can Masonry produce or 
nourish this sptrit, when it is said to unite men of the most 
opposite tenets, and of the most contradictory opinions 1 

" The spirit of Masonry is the spirit of the world, and 
not of Christ. Christianity lays aside every needless orna
ment, every thing that glitters, and every thing the world 

· admires, and passes through it like a still small voice; often 
unobserved by the great,. except as an object of ridicule 
and contempL Not so with Masonry ; its parade is· well 
known, and is often seen, jn pompous ceremonies, and em
blems, and splendid attire, which dazzle the eyes of gazing 
multitudes. The world has no war with this ; it is perfect
ly congenial with its spirit But how far, how very far from 
the spjrit of Christianity. Call a man a high priest of Ma
sonry ; clothe him in all the insignia of his office ; write RO· 

LUIEBS TO THE LORD on his front ; does he look like an humble 
disciple of Jesus? . 

" Christianity teaches the doctrine and precepts of mo· 
rality in plain language, in a, plain simple manner; but 
Masonry pretends to teach them by a routine' of ceremo· 
nies. The former is God's method ; the latier is man's. 

"Masons may tell us, that certain things in their institu
tion are designed to teach certain truths, and to be emblems 
of certain vir~ues ; but by whose authority 1 and what in
struction can they give us from these things 1 Where has 
the Lord informed us, in his word, that a chisel, a mallei', a 
square, a compass, a trowel, a scythe, and a wAite leatl1er 
apron, are emblems of the virtues of the human heart, and 
are designed to inculcate moral truth 1 Mr. Town tells us, 
' that a habitual practice of every commendable vi.rtue, is 
taught by suitable and appropriate masonic emblems;' 
also, ' in a word, the history of nature and grace is most 
beautifully prcligurcd in a tively display of masonic sym· 
bols.' (pp. lS,l 24.) 

"Now, the Almighty has taught us these things in his 
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written word, in plain and definite language ; not by chisels, 
and mallets, and white leather aprons, and other masonic 
symbols. I may say that my candle and snuffers before 
me, are 'emplems of the virtues of the heart, and are de· 
signed to teach moral truth ; I should be ns nobly employ· 
ed, should I attempt to communicate religious instruction 
from these to lost, dying men, as from a chisel, or a mallet. 
My ·authority is as good in one cas~ as in the other." 

This is good sense, and it came upon my ear like pure 
water upon parched lipi, soothing, refreshing, and strength· 
eniJ}g. With a view to make Mr. Stellfllll' effort better 
known, 'and at the same time to touch the most ancient in
stitution on· a point that otherwi~e might be ovArlooked, 
I continue to extract from the ~arne fourth clmpter of 
"Steams' Inquiry." 

"There is something worthy of notice respecting the 
dedication of masonic lodges and halls. 'Our ancient breth
ren,' says Mr. Bradley, 'dedicated their lodges to king So
lomon; yet Masons professing Christianity, dedicate theirs 
to St. John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, who 
were eminent patrons of Masonry.' (p. 59.) Has Mr. B. 
any proof that these two men were Masons 1 If he has, 
it would have been important to Muonry had he produced 
it. No proof is offered, and there is none to offer, unless it 
be masonic tradition. This may satisfy Masons, but it ne
ver will satisfy those who think for themselves. We are at 
liberty to reject the proposition, and to believe that those 
men were not Masons ; (and we take the liberty ;) and 
when Masons say they were, they say what they cannot 
prove. In dedicating their lodges to them, they are guilty of 
consummate folly, for evoo if they were Masons, and Ma
sonry were of God, why dedicate lodges to them 1 Strange 
if the property of the Almighty must be dedicated in so
lemn form lo some of his creatures. 

" The method of dedicating a masonic hall is, in its na
ture, nothing less thnn blasphemy.; though· Masons may in· 
tend to perform a religious, and a very solemn ceremon~·· 
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The hall ia first dedicated in &he name of 'he great Jeho
vah, then in the name of the holy St. lohn, then in thQ 
name of the whole fraternity. • In the name of the great 
Jehovah, to wJlom be all honour and glory, I do solemnlr 
dedicate this hall to Masonry.• • In the name of the holy 
St. John, I do solemnly dedicate this haD to virtue.' • In 
the name of the whole 6-atemity, I do solemnly dedicate 
this hall to universal benevolence. • (See Monitor, pp. 130 
131.) ~this occasion the great name of God. is taken in 
vain, trifled with, and blasphemed." 

Mr. Stearns is a Mason, and weD undetetands of what 
he affirms. The manner of dedicating maaQRic halle is 
Correctly described, according to the form given also iA the 
Book of Constitutions, (p. 99.) 

Here observe one of the sweet catches of our dark Mi• 
tress, 

" WhOM WOld &liDJ WDe will p-. 
" PoiDt blaDk Oil both llidel ot a ~" 

She says : " In the name of the '/wly $t. Jo-.n, l clo 10-

lemnly dedicate this hall to virtue." Very wQD. 
The lecture ora the first degree, ~rclJ with ~~ foUow

ing : •• Our ancient brethren dedicated tlieir lodges to Solo
mon, yet Masons professing Christianity deJ}jcate theirs to 
St. John the Baptist, and St. Jolan the EtH.Dtgelilt." (F. 
M. L. p. 148.) 

But the ceremony of dedication says: "In the name of 
the holy St. John," and not St. Johns : which has thie 
masonic advantage, that Jews, Turks, and Infidels, will un· 
dentaDd the dedication as macf~ to the Baptist ; for him 
they honour ; while Christians will underatand the Beloved 
disciple. Thus all partiell are pleased, and the harmony of 
the lodge is preserved ; wliereas, if the dedication were to 
the holy St. Johns, the infidels might fly, and discord break 
the bonds of affeetion among the brethren. 

Ia the appendix, Mr. StellliiB otfen a few remub upon 
29 I 
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Mr. Town's Speculative Free Masonry, which wail be ap
prowd by the reader. 

"It has been said by some of the &aternity, that Mr. 
Town 'a book is incorrect, and of little coneequenee ; that it 
does not ·contain the sentiments of M880m, only tho~~e of 
the author. This is an impeachment of the grand body of 
M880nll in the State of New-York, some of whom are of 
high standing in various departments of life. The book 
professes, on its title-page, to be, 'A System of Speculative 
Free Masonry;' 'exhibited in a course of lecture8 before 
the Grand Chapter of the State of New-York, at their an· 
nual meetiap in the city of Albany.' 'It was reduced tO 
a regulu 11J1WD by their speeiaJ request;' and recommend
ed by them to the public, as 'A System of Free Masonry.' 
It is further recommended by no less than nine grand offi
een, in whose presence the lectures were delivered, by an· 
other who bad examined them, and by the honourable De 
Witt Clinton, General Grand High Priest, &c. At the time. 
of its publication, it was patronized by individuals of near
ly 150 di1ferent lodges and chapters through the States, 
and more than four thousand copies were subscribed ~r. 
All this may be seen by examining the book." 

Free Masonry is capable both of solemnly recommending, 
and solemnly denouncing Mr. Town's Speculative Masonry, 
having regard not to the book itself, but solely to her own 
locality and convenience ; u in Britain or Turkey, among 
Christians or Hindoos : 

. "Her oatbl DGt beiJic beuDd to bear. 
" That litaral - tile worda iuter, 
" But. bJ ber wellllltabliabed IJII&I8• 
"Are to be judfed bow far tb' engap; 
., ADd .... ""',.,,~. thditl, 
'' .llre~ iiUill, """.,,..,.¢let.'~ 
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" .bbamed of JIIIU! 10oner fu 
.. Let ...wa, bluh to OWil & ltar: 
.. No; whiD I biUIIb., be thi8 mym&m-. 
" Tbat 1 ne more "'""' bil name.'' 

Jlan M.a.sonv, within the two tbo~and lodges oftbia &ee 
country' and within the lodges of all countries, is, in all ita 
rites ahd aenicea, deeply died with Deism. This weighty 
elavge is CODiiderately made, as will appear &om the ~ 
companying dOCWDeDta. 

It iJ the common boast of the boob, and treatilea, and 
oratol'8 ol Free Masonry, that in a lodge, all the members, 
of wba&ever country or religion, character or .sect, meet on 
the level, and part on the square; that the Arab and Turk; 
C~ and American, Hindoo and. European, hannonioutly 
join in the work and Jenicee pf the lodge, with mutual plea· 
sure and edification. 

N.w, if any man name the Lord Jesua, except lightly, iD 
such an asaembly, he must offend the MUBielmen to I&Y 
something reverential of Mahomet, &e., and the harmony 
of the lodge wo1lld be aacrificed. If Vishnu were prailed, 
the Chriatianl pr81eDt might take alum at the proselyting 
lpirit of their HiDdoo brethren, and withdraw &om the dis
cordant lodge.· No peculiar views of religion are taught, 
but ODly grand, moral principlee; duty to heaven, to ~elf, 
and to oeighboun; leaving the Chineae to worship their 
emperor, the Hindoos, their three millio.DJ, &c. &c. 

But 8'fery lodge is opened or closed with prayer. Every 
tauter ad apprentice ia made with prayer; aad prayer to 
~ ' 
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tlae Deity, is n very common thing in the s~rvices of MIJ)o 
sonry. How can that be managed with harmony among 
so discordant believers, so heterodox worshippers 1 Simply 
by reducing every form of expression to pure Deism : by 
worshipping under the name of the Deity, the unknown 
God of the Greeks, or any other which may be in the heart 
of the supplicanL Christians, Mahometans, and Jews, unite 
in one name, and agree in the lodges to call on that name ; 
but that is more in the spirit of personal aeC'.ommodation, 
than in obedience to the true principles of Free Muonry ; 
for · should a Brahmin or Chinese be present, he would at 
once complain of the exclusive spirit, the· proselyting spirit 
of his masonic brethren, while they addressed prayers to the 
God of the Patriarchs and Prophets : and that will never 
do; the harmony of the lodge is no tnore, under such circum· 
stnnces, to boast of, tl:an the union of Christians ; nod to ac· 
commodate the Chinese, who nrc a gre11t people, we must 
call on " the Deity," and then they ean believe Fo is meant, . 
or the e~peror. 

Though three great classes of men do agree in the lodges 
to wonhip a particular name, eontrary to the true spirit of 
Free Masonry, and at the risk of offending t.lleir half civi· 
lized and aava,e brethren ; yet, they must, for the sake of 
harmony, sink all ddferences amqng themselves; neither . 
the Saviour of the world, nor the false prophet, may be 
named, without o1fenee to the Jew, and to either· Turk or 

·Christian. To offer a petition in his name who is oar Ad· 
vocate- with the Father, to call on his name to whom Ste-
phen committed hill departing spirit, and beeidea 'fhom, 
crucified, Paul would know nothing, ~erYio« to boads and 
death ; this would interrupt the harmony of the m.-.onic 
system, the concord of the Turk, Jew, and Chriltian, and, 
therefore, must be dispeued with; and, sorry to say, it ia 
dispeued with ; the name of the Lord Jesus is baaished, u 
tiom a syatem of pure Deism. . 

In the .f'orru o( two funeral senicea, given at full leagtb 
in the Book of Constitution&, aad in the Free Muon's Li· 
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brary, and only one in Preston, the name at which eYery 
knee shall bow, is not found; ftOr u it, tAottgla tle rU'IIr'rf!Coo 

titm and the life to tw thai believe, 10 fiiUCia tU all1ulcd to 
ita all tlae rupOMel. t.md ceremoniu, m in either of 1M 
prayer~ in tlae lodge, m at tile ~e. And in twelve 
prayers · collec:ted for other than fUneral occasions; besides 
two making part of the funeral services, being all the 
prayen which are colleeted in the Book of Constitution• of 
'MauacbUBetta,•·not one names the Me88iah, not one hu 
any allusion to his name, not one uttera a sentiment incon-
lliltent with leamed Deism. ' 

" Gr.and Architect I Debold us asp~g towards thee. 
Thy works fiJI us with rapture. Heaven's gates stand open 
to welcome thy sons to glory." 

This is the first etr&in of one, found Book of Cons. p. 
151. And another on the same page concludes as follows : 
"Pennitted to join the- all-~rfect Lodge in Heaven, there 
to receil'e never ending refreshment in the regions of blii!J ·• 
ancl immortality. Amen! So mote it be I Arnep !" . 

" .The Saviour taught his disciples," says Mr. Stearne, 
"to pray in his name, and in his name they do'pray. But 
Yu.sOns, as such, do not approach God in this name, nor 
acknowledge it as the medium of communication. I ha,·e 
perused about twenty masonic prayers, and found not one 
which wu offered in the name of Christ. The Holy .Spi· 
rit was not once named ; no sins were confessed. But a 
solitary instance in which a pardon of sin wu prayed for. 
What nrc these but the prayers of Deiats 1"-Stet.wn•' In· 
qairy, p. 37. 

H this lca,·lng out of view the blessed name of Je8UI, 

* The nme il true of the funeral rites and oeremonle .. and tbe pra7er1 
eollec1ed and publilbed in the Book of Coutitution• of South Carolina. 
.AJ.o, the F. M. Librar7 ai•• ureln fonDII of prayer for tbe lodree and 
cbaptera, in tbe same namelell ltylc ; bat eomo for the templar. are Ia 
Cbriatian shape. 
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were an oversight, that were a very different ease &om the 
present. ·Christian worshippers, that is, men UJing the 
fOrms of Christianity in their usual aenices, and bred up to 
no other, except as they were taught in the lodges, did not 
leave out this glorious name in our 1Vorship by an oversight. 
No, no ; much as I would rejoice to light upon the sliglitest 
palliation of this treason againJt their Lord, in our grand 
chaplains, I must believe the omission is not accidental, 
is not made by a momentary forgetfulness of the pro
mise, '' Whataoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you," (John, xvi. 23.) but in obedience 
to the stem laws of Free Masonry, which level all dis
tinctions of religion as well as rank, and hail the Arab, 
the· Mohawk, and the Tartar, as brethren of the same de
votional family wjth the Christian &.nd the Jew. The wor
ship compiled in the Books of Constitutions of Free Ma
sonry, is modelled on the principles of Free Masonry, and 
not on the doctrines of the cross : it is made subservient to 
the laws of a mystical society, and contrary to tlle precepta 
of the gospel ; it is published for the honour of the mystery~ 
and is a reproach upon Him who came down from Heaven, 
and now has the government there. 

Reader, let not a doubt check. the rising of your indig
nation against this deep · scheme of infidelity ; against 
this ~ew mode of attack upon the religion ia which we have 
been bred. Under the influence of Christianity, our coun~ 
try has risen from a feeble band to be a mighty nation ; and 
the district school and the Christian temple, rise QD every 
hand, where our fathers have seen the hut of the sq.vage 

· and the beast of prey. ·No lover of his country, no dema
gogue ofa party, can wish to see the religion of his country 
and of his fathers trampled upon and despised, however 
secretly it may be done, whether in a lodge-room, or in the 
vault of the royal arch, or in the masonic tabernacle. 

And is it not trampled· upon, when the very name 
of ita founder, protector, and head, is banished from there
ligious ceremonies of the lodge-room 1 When in the fie-

.' 
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qnent funeral service, He is not named, who brought life 
·and immortality to light, taking up ·the life .wbicb be had 
both power to lay down and take again; for the redemption 
of sinners 1 Ia it not trampled upon and despised in open 
day, when the "Ben..,less mummery of mystical Free Mason
ry, under the moet solemn sanctions of the fraternity, is 
palmed upon the public, u summarily comprizing the doc
trines of the ci'OI81 " the 1a111e 'Y''• of fait!&, antl the M.Dne 

practicaldwliu t.augAI by reoelation!" (Toum'1 Spec. Mas. 
p. 52.) 

Indeed, it is despised by Free Masonry : deny it none can: 
men may shut their eyes upon the meridian BUD, but the 
light of the uniyene shines still They may refutle to see 
that the wonship which strikes out· the- name oC the Lord 
Jesus from its ritnal, is boetile to the n~ of Jesus : but that 
is Free Muonry ; and is boetile to the name of Jesus.. I say 
not this beging, " in consideration of the pio01 men .who 
belong to the fraternity;" "in consideration of a master't~ 
inferiority to the Sovereign Inspecton General of Free 
Masonry;" but u one who have studied Free Masonry in 
her own elementary books, who have observed her in her 
varied f011118, and who speak the truth in the fear of the 
HighesL 

Did not Joab put his arm around the neck of Abner, and 
kiss him, while be planted a dagger in his heart 1 So does 
Free Masonry to the Christian, when she says," the Word 
U. 1M }rll "er" of&. Jolan, U. all ill relatoiu to man, tiMe, 
orul elemity, ~the very 6pirit and umace of Specu
ltztit,e Free .Mt11011t?J ; " (Torma, p. 155.) while, at the inatant, 
.00 banishes the name of the Lord Jesus from h« ritual, 
teaching to approach the throne of grace in another way.• 

I do . not say, that all muten of lodges feel bound so 

• 1 make no exception in fayour of the Kniptll Templ&n and odienl 
for if' Free lluaary han a fair claim to theM, I han a IIJIVIIe &eeOIDit 
op111 with her there. · 
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close by their pledge of obedience to the general regula
tions of the grand lodge, as never to use any other form of 
prayer than is prescribed in their Books of ConstitutioOB. I 
have beard the name by which we of this favoured land are 
called, pronounced in the reverential tone of worship in a 
lodge of Master Masons. But that master carried his 
reli&ion where he had better not have gone himself, and 
obeyed his Lord, rather than the Book of Constitutions. 
So, in every cue, those who, in a maaoni~ lodge, call upon 
the name of Jesus, or lift up their voice through the only 
Mediator between God ~d man, depart from the true rna· 
aonic character, IUld &om the .,..,al masonic manner; the 
czprenion BOUDds unnatural there. It is not admissible in 
Jodge ~eeting, or in a M.ason any where, to do, or say, 
what will ofl"eDd an Arab, or broth« Turi. " As Masons, 
we only punue that univenal religion which unites the most 
dii"ere.ot principles in one saued band, and brings together 
thoee who were most 'distant &om one another.'.' (.Booi of 
Conn. 133.) That is pure Deism. "It is now thought 
most expedient, that the brethren. in general should only 
be cbarged to adhere to the Blleaiiall of religion in which 
all men agree." (.Booi of Ccnu. p. 34.) 'fhat is pure 
Deism, and ia ta~t in the Book of Constitutions of Free 
Mas~mry. (Vide F. M. L. p. 66.) 

It Will be answered by some, that " the Holy Bible is the 
true masonic register and guide ; held sacred in all tho 
lodges." But, u a clerical friend, who has taken some 
twenty degrees in Ma10nry, lately said of the antiquity of 
the craft, " t1UII u a cCJtcla ; " the Bible il no more the guide 
or Muons, .than il the Koran. In maaonic p1'00081ions in 
Christian countriea, the Bible, with the squar~ and compass, 
is carried in the. van, by some white-headed_ gentleman, by 
way of sanctity, not because the Bible has any thing to do 
with Free Masonry. In Turkey, the Koran would be used 
by Mll!lons in the SUle way, for the same purpose, for effect 
only. Free Masonry cues not for the Koran, nor 60r· the 
Bible, but is willing to nse either, or both, or neither, accord-
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in1 to circumstances, purely with a view " to her owu profit 
ud praise." 
. P. S. " Piety-enforced.· 
· ·"As a Mason, you are· to study the mor~ law, 111 con
tained in the sacred code.'.' (Preston, b. 2. sec. 3.) ~a 
note, r•ring to axk, adds: ~' 'rhe Bible; and, in oowa
triea w.here that bOok iB not known, [and where Mr. Preston '• 
book iB,] whatever iS under1tood lo ~ 1.\e urill Dr Z!zu, of 
Got/." .. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

" So much wroa,ht 1till within them the clelire 
" To found thia nether empire, whicll. mijrht rise 
"Bypolicy,and loni proc• of time, 
"ln·emulr.tion, opposite to Heaven." 

NiL b. il. 196. · 

"THE word Mason," says the Sovereign Inspector Ge· 
neraJ, Dr. Dalcho, (•econd OratiM, p. 11.) is derived &om 
the Greek, and literally means a member of a religious 
sect, or one who is professedly devoted to. the worship of 
theDeity." · 

I shall not stop to inquire of the Dr.-1 beg pardon
of .the aovereign inspector general, what that pretended 
Greek word is; nor to take notice of the vanity, which, 
reckless of truth, would induce the unlearned reader to be· 
lieve, that the plain English word Maon, a: man of whole
some brick and mortar, originally meant, " a member of a 
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religious sect, or ~e who is devoted to the service of the 
Deity ;" but only to illustrate, from the orations of this 
gowned teacher of Christianity, the Deistieal nature. of 
Free Masonry; 

He sa1s, p. 13. of Oration second, " ·As humanity ever 
springs &om true~. every religious sect which acknow
ledges the Supreme Being, is_ equally respected by the or· 
der." What is this but Deism? 

He adds, a few lines further, "The Great Book of Na
ture is revealed to our eyes, and the universal religion of her 
God is wh~t we profess, as Free Masons." This is very 
plaiD. Masonry discards all Revelation, and adheres to 
"the Great Book of Nature;" Arabs and Chinese, savages 
and Jews, Mahometans and Christians, " are aU cemented 
by tlae my•tlc union. How Mltuzbk il an institution fotmtl
ei. ~ 1entimenu lill:e tlwe ; Amo itrjinitely pleamg mUll it 
be to Ham wlw il aeated· on tlae tlrone of mercy ! To tllat 
God w/&o il no re8p«ler of per1on1." (Dakho'• 1econd Ora
tion, p. 17.). Good or bad, this is a system of pure Deism, 
a system dishonourable to our Divine Master, and to a 
Christian minister; but it is genuine Free Masonry.• 

Here a word may be spoken for the vain boasting of the 
harmony of the fraternity. It is found in their books, and 
twenty-fburth of June orations, and in their daily conversa
tion. " What a lovely institution, which unites the most 
discordant m~mbers in one happy fraternity !" It is a great 
mistake. The institution does no such thing. It witeB 
onJy one class of men; others belong tO the institution, 
.Jews, Christians, &c., but it is vain to say they are united 
by it in any sense which annihilates the~r distinctive charac
ters. Naturalists and Deists may be cemented by the 

• "A great nambor of eminent writen huo made prof-on or Dei8m, 
a•d the major part of Sociniana have ranpd tbe1111111lve~ under ite standard. 
'nu. ~eet,"aow becQme very numeroua, i• acouted of admittinf only the 
Jigbt of rea1011, and rejecting all revtolation. It is not poBBible for a Chri11-
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mystic uniou ; or rather ~ay, become acquainted with each 
other by this union, .and strengthen each other, and the 
alU8e of Deiim, by the facilities for intercou,se afForded by 
the secret words and signs of the craft, but they never can 
be united with pagans or Cbristiani. 

Free Maeonry bas no inherent good to create factiou. 
When it is made the ae"ant of·a Deistical party, _as it wu 
by Voltaire and his crew, before the French Revolution ; or 
of political factions, as it is_ at this time ,in Mexico; or of · 
vanity and pompous sho-.v, as is collllllon in our own coun
try; Free Masonry derives some eonlequenee &om the use 
made or it: but that it has n9 nu.tural .stamina upon which 
men may divide ; no inherent virttie or benefit fo-: which it 
is possible to excite a passionate desire, is manifest &om 
the cheapnes9 of her favours, tmd from the reotlinus1Ditk 
wb.ick she accorramOdates 'herself to all claases and condi· 
t.iom-of nwn, pagan~ or savages. . 
· None quarrel for the dirt which i~r trodden under foot i?Y 

every pai~nger ; it is the silver and the gold, the precious 
treasures, which excite men to disgraceful bickering&. Frail 
man will yeno~ely contend for an unequal portion or ~.,... 
ry earthly good ; and no strife of .this· kind being found with
in the lodges~ is a clear· demonstration of the fact, that 
Free Masonry is ·aaen~less·thing, incapable of exciting the 
natural passions of the soul. 

But the history of Free Muonry shows that tlae 111e oC 

tian to ucQH their indocility; (YoUaire) but jultiee obliJU \18 to ~4 
. Jeq., that thi1 ill the ouJy 8ICt of all otbers, (~,) that hu Dot ciWtarbed 

IOCiety by ita dilputel ; azad wbiola, thouah e~u, h .. alwa,-llec alar 
of f&oaticUm. It ia, iluleecl, impoaible tlat IIUOh a -t llhoald be other than 
peaceable, Iince *11 foUcnren aJe united with all ma~kind .in the priDoiple 
commou to all qw and an.oountri111; namely, the wonbip of one oa)J 
God ; aUowiq for the dinnity of opinion in othera, ud lllldom dialc~Yer
U., their OWD. They ay, tbat their pure relifioo i• a• old .. tbe world." 
&c.-J'ollcirc,J'I,.,.,.,.&4Spirit• tf Nlllioru, chap. I~ 

The Dei1t il a juct,., of Deilm, and Voltaire, here diiiCriblq Deilm, dCia 
f!xactly dei!Cribe the religious character of Fl'llll Ma10nry. 
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hr baa caused divisions among the fraternity. They have 
not-quarrelled about her prin.Ciplu ; that were impossible ; 
but much have they. divided upon the control of her. Wit· 
ness the dispute ~tween the grand lodges of York and of 
London, for the supremac7 of England : peace made, A. 
D. 1792. WitneBS the division into aucient and modern, 
beginning, A. D. 1717, breaking out 1735 to 1738; ·and 
healed with a heap of ceremonies, A. D. 1813. (Vide Eu.: 
,.~Mil{!. mul Lon. Rev.·1814.) 

Witness the contest between the royal York of Berlin, 
and the grand lodge of Prussia; witness the schism. ail)ong 
the PhiloJetku, and among the Chevalier; Bieajm.-t~ of 
France _; and, alae, the long and hard struggle which inte
reSted aU Germany, between the strict 06sertllll&l.c, . and 
those of the ROilaic system. . .. 

These were cues of violent hostility ; and the dispute 
was not whether Free Maso11ry has three degrees of aubli· 
mity, or four degrees, or fourteen, or forty ; an that ilf a mat
ter perfectly immaterial; pot whether. Free .Masonry should 
or shoutd not contiriue to teach the black art, wonder-worlc-
ift,r, t.llld the trtm~t~~utation of meMls ; not whether. abe 
should relinquish her claim to a divine original, and be con
tent with a leather apron, ·and a trowel bright with mortar 
aod with Ulle : no, the whole question was, who eha11 have 
the wielding of this black engine of night 1 And bravely 
they fought it. · 
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.. CHAPTER XXXIX: 

.incient Ji'ree Masonry is Deism. 

or 
Wbal. ia Deillll 1 " ._4blmowledginr a God, without tiHI-pl.ion of 

re•.W a~Ji&ioa."-w*: 

IT is not a littl~ difficult, satisfactorily to prove any thing 
in relation to a topic which is somJJiimes operative, socne· 
times apeculatroe, a mechanic art, or . a fiberal acience ; 
which is sometiulea the very essenee of. Christianity, ~d 
sometimes the way of winning .the faculty of magic ; a re
ligion in whieh all men agree, and the · a·rt . of fore$8y.ing 
things to come ; which, in fine, bows the knee sometimes 
in solemn invocation to the Deity, and teaches its pupjls. to 
become good and perfect without the help Of fear or hope. 
Such a farrago of absurdities is ancient Free M8Jjlonry; 
.and yet, if it have any distinguishing.and uniform. chuac
~n.ic, this is it, yjz. it acTmowledge8 a God roithout the re
ception of divine recelatioa. 

The quotations already made from standard treatises Oll 

Muopry, establish this trait· in her character. But such is 
the importance of the suj;)ject, when viewed in couoexion 
with the two thousand lodges of our COWl try, and with the 
glorious and fearful truths of the gospel rejected by Free 
Masonry, that I shall not fear to tire the reader's patience 
by swnmoning before him further witnesses. 

I do not attempt, even. b.y the slightest implica*iou, to 
prove that the Free Masons of our country are Deists; no 
~uch thing; but that our dark mistress teaches them the 
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necessary lessons, and it is to their praise they do not learn 
the doctrine. Free Masonry inculcates pure Deism ; if her 
disciples refuse to learn, that is not altogether her fault ; 
she is entitled to the eremt of a diligent and faithful in
structress. This will more fully appear by what follows. 

" Let a man's ~eligion, or mode of it, be what it will, we 
do not e~clude him from our order, provided he believell in 
the· glorious Architect of heaven and earth, and practises 
the sacred duties of morality. "-(.F. M. Library, p. 160.) · 

This iB part of the charge given .to an entereCl appren
tice. 'fhis is a part of th& fint -1-.r of Free Masonry. 
"·You wonbip the univenal Lord of aature in the way you 
thiuk most pleuing to biltl ; you practise eve,Y duty of mo
rality, and be does not reject you ; and shall we 1 no ; 
come to U8, and find )"bur fiiends, your brethren."( -IdeM.) 
· Whether it "please" the apprentice to wor1Aip tile uni
verral Lord as the God Saturn, the God Moloch,"the God 
ViBhau, the God Fo, the God J~piter, or the God Reason 
witJt the DluminM&, is all one to Free Masonry ; she is a 
profeued teacher of religion, and orily · reqpires him " to 

adAere to tie euentiall in which all fll8f&·agree. "-(Booi of 
Cou. p. 34. Idem, F. M. Library, p. ·fi6.) 'But he must 
not have a humped back, or a maimed .limb, or an illegiti
mate parentage. " Tlae apprentice ... .., be free bom, and 
of litnb1 wAole, a1 a tnllft ougAt tQ be, and no btutard." (F. 
M. ~' p.· 14.. Idem, Pruton. London, 1788. p. 102. 
The same in other authors, under the title, Ancient Cllarge1.) 
He must be ".free born, of a good iitulred, and 1uJve hil 
rigl8t lifnb1, t11 a fiiUit& ought to have." (F. M. L. p. 14.) 
She is very particular. 

Now, that the loc:fses liometimes admit dismembered 
pupils, and even Atbeists, I readily grant ; but that only 
proves, that the lodges depart fioorh their instructions. Free 
Masonry teaches and charges her apprentice : Adore the 
B~ of all beit&g1, oftDAom thy heart isfidl; (Free Ma. 
Lib. p. 149.) meaning the Deity: but if her perverse pupil 
will blindly undentand thereJ>y the mi1tre11 of hi• a.ffections, 
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woman, wealth, or wine, Fr~ M8lJODI'Y C8llDOt help thaL 
And should he at length find out, that·" Ike. &iRg. of crll 
being~, of tDAola hil .Aeart il full," ia no God, but ~ty, 
dust, or poison, and become an Atheist : .Free Muoary can· 
not help that either. She does certainly inculcate upon him 
tlte religion in tDiaich all men agree; and can as readily ex
cU&e Ail errors, as those of her pupils, who &II into the Uncha
ritable faith in divine revelation : " Except a man be bOrn 
again,hecannot seethe kingd~m of qod." (Jolta, iii. 3.) 
Free~asonty regards all her children 'with impartiill 

fondnest ; she weeps over their errors, and does her utmost 
to reclaim them, whether they deviate to ~e right hand or 
left, apd. aims alike. to tame the Bpirit of the ~ 
prie•t, and to eragage the uteem of the moral brother.• Not 
destituteofthewisdomwhichis from beneath, abe chooses her 
measures with deep cunning. Having learhed that the most 
stupid, when he ~the heavens, must acknowledge that 
there is a God ;t she, too,' is very forward to aeknowWge i&. 
But millions, blindly worshipping him. in the stock of a tree, 
or a block of lltone, carved ~th mea's hands, she iJ bJiod with 
th¢ni, and worships him- . so toO : millions, aluuper sighted, 
see and worship him in the river that fertilize~ their ~. 
and in the corn that renews their strength ; abe eeee abel 
worships too, bowing most humbly to Ike drag tJJtd Ike Ret, 
for by thue toe live. · 

But it is never to be forgotten, that alie, herself, inculcates 
the " essentials of religion, in which all men ...,e. uaitiltg 
men of the moat ~ant coURtries and molt oppolite teaets, 
in one indisloluble bond of atreetion. '' AD men do 1101 agree 
in receiving divine revelation ; ther"fore, Free MIIIOIU"f does 
not teaCh it, the Grand Chapter to the contrary •with
standing ; and, stripped of her pious disguiJe, Free Masonry 

• Vadel'r.MM. J(M.. amo, ~ t( ~obap. 0r;p. _, .t..,.. tf • .,.,. . . . 
t Q.U.~.CIIt tam 'fecon, qui ellm w.pexerit in coelum, non ~e~~tiat Deum 

e~~e~-c~ero. 

.. 
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is solely a teacher of Deism, in the two thousand lodges of 
this country, and whether her De~s·be the Being ofwlaotn. 
eatA Hulivid~'• laeart is full, or the Btaclr of a tree; 'i• no 
matter of concern to her • . 

Mark ; it is no matter of concern to Iter ; to the seventy 
er one hundred thousand Masons of our country, it is a mat
ter of concern ; ·a:nd they will prove it so, by forsaking her 
888emblies. They are as little consciou11 of her character, 
as was' the writ:er, before being pro.voked to study it. · They 
are t~e judges of the proofs and of tlie authorities he brings ; 
and time for reflection will unite them in abhorrenc~ of n 
dark scheme, which on the face of it is deism, and in its spi
rit, is the bei~tg of whom eac!J lleart is fulz;._i, t>. no deity : 
Atleism .. 

Many. writers in the English language have been lJUOted, 
to show that Free Masonry inculcates pure Deism ; (what· 
ever ·her pupils may learn ;) end the grand chapter .have 
freely told us, how Masonry and Christianity are one;. and 
this, too, in the face of truth, and the day. Now we will 
hear what" Esprit du ·tli)gme de la Franclte Mas;onrie" has 
to aay upon the subject. The work is not· sanctioned by 
any grand chapter or grand officers. Whether that fashion 
is unknown upon the Continent of Europe, or whether tho 
book is too barefaced to require letters of credit, does not 
appear. The reader cannot suppose, after what has been 
pre~ented in this volume, that Fre.e Masonry would hesi
tate to Ba!Jction any thing, for absurdity or impiety. 

"Esprit du 1Jogme," was published at Brussels,. in the 
Netherlands, A. D. l&.l5. 350 pp. · 8vo. with many cuts. 
It profelllle8 to be, " Researches upmt the origin and the 
different rites of Pree Ma.on"!l :'~ the very thing we want, 
my reader; but it comes too late -to tell us the origin of 
Free Masonry, and can only help n~ to under11tand its doc
trines : not that we should find it irksome to stop while 
Eqwit might tell the origin, if he could; but, having finish· 
ed his story, that part of it is only fog, while upon the dnc~ 
trines he is commendably explicit. · 

' 
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· Sliould we find him tnaliciouii.Y inculcating the same opi-
nions which Mr. Town inculcates honestly, we cannot ques
tion his masonic right. Mr. T. has given his views of Chris
tianity, and Mr. Elpt'it may give.hil. Free Masooryopeli
ly commends Mr. T.'s labour, while in her-heart she loves 
Mi. Eqwit'•: and for. this good reas~n; that he aims most· 
118dulodllly to level·alJ distinctions of religion ; to briDg men 
to unite ia tle u1ential., in wl!M;k tlley oll'agree. He is ~ 
DeiSt, without dispute, 88 Mr. T: is a ChriatiiiJl; and we 
shall find i'ree Masonry, in his hands, a much more natural 
and -efficient weapon than it can be in the hands of any ho
nest grand chaplain. 

One word more. · Let no· man say, "Mischief ha 
been hunted after." Every masonic work ·that baa come 
within .,_eli, baa been made to contributt) its mite to this 
expoeitiOn of Free Masonry: and ·Eqwit I give 88 the tml!J 
French work upon the subject I have yet had opportunity 
to read, and it is of necessity· the WGrst. · · 

The first words of the preface aie : " Le but de eet OUV· 

rage est de d6montrer que Ia Franche-Ma~: ·• est une so
ciete religieuse, que lea F.·. F.·. M. •• M. •• auivent le dot
me, les doctrines, et mystees de Jesus." 

As the translation will be much more interesting to moat 
readers, I will hazard giving it' ; and yet ·I should be sorry' 
to have the reader think that any of its gloss is acqUired io 
my babels; like every ot~er translation of pithy thoughts, 
it is tapestry seen on the faint side. 

"The object of thia work is to show that Free Masonry 
is a religious IOCiety ; that Free M880DI conform to the te· 
nets~ the doctrine&, and the mysteriei of Jesus." 

The grand chapter have -.netioned · that; but when be 
goes on to show that Masonry arose &om the fens of Egypt, 
that it derives its most sublime doctrines &om the Coptic 
prie.ta, "who taught the existence of one only and suprem 3 

Being," I hope every Mason will see where he · aim•, and 
h ready to revolt from the contempt put upon the scrip
turea in the declaration which follows : " TAil nblirM i~ 
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, ... qf ~.,.., ~ .. lo the~ 
~~ QJid. n0c to. J~ fM I~ fDriler1 lf#PPOH•" 

(p. 9.) . . ' 
~ W: $l'Ue-~uonic conaiateDcy. On p$8e 1, he says~ 

tll9 ~·t ~t Ws worlt ia to sh_o,w that .Free Muolli oon
~ tc;l ~~ d~~ea of ~vel._tio~ ; aod on paae g, tao 

· Yir\~ ~r,Uea to tboee doctrintis the pnd truth, &Alit God 
"~ ,_ 

-~ ~ 4~. ill a specimen . of genuine IDIIIOUic: ~ 
~ ~t F.v• t() the prieate of that peopie. who .from the 
ear~- ~·ty were devoted to the moat supenti&,io&JS 
idolatry, worihipping the crocodile, the oz that gr_11u. cAe 
PfU~ ~ eoen the vegetoble6 of the Jie/4., •• tbe_llltlblinie 
~ o( the unit,y of ~ Supreme · Being !" T4e reader 
~wd kn~nv this w&,lf Free Masonry in the darkest night. 

Tbat Free M~nry r~jecte revelation, and is Deie, tbe, 
r~r wi,ll m9r;e distinctly see in the following impious as
leltion : " Jenu the "f()Te reQ/lily admiued the. wtity of God, 
/tlf. ~ ~ aaordinJJ. lo AU ·legend. in ~ 10~ 
~~ t!fe wwr•h¥t of Cine only God, • Lat:&andu 
tfltii,P~y ~·· (&prit dv Dope,p. 88.) 

Do not doubt this ia · Free M680nry. The uune, she 
veotm'es in A~ca to banish· from her ritual, sb~ ventures 
U. J,poqtic ]i:gypt to scout. The name wbi~,hff1' Boob 
of Ca~JB.tibJ#ops, in Maasacbusetts, in Maryland, and in 
Soi.Ut c~~.~~ e~clude from their addresses to th~ throne 
of Gi-ace; in the French, she presents aa SQmeWhat . in-
~~; \0 ~ ~qp&H: priest& for the knowlltdge o( the Su-
~-~ aqcl_ ~doc~ of~ l!Qit.f.. . 

We ahallaot beli~Q ~ ~w, tMt ~e . bu.~ore qnpu;
~ iD depP~ F~eQC)a, tluu1 in fAi¥. pririeF!~IDIQB
niW ;_ ~ tbe.~~~.ia QOt iiJ the spiP~ of Free ~
IJ; ·~«?-it. ij~~.\hl} awn~ boc4. here.ftlld· ther~.; &n1f ~~ 
•URM~f. pa*y qf ~r lh.e IIIIIUJDe8 amoug Q~p, ia Q.-.riug. 
~tirely._ ~-· th"t ~"~ eharacter which ~~ 
the iD.titotiozw,ud tile cbarac;tt;r o~ow ~try, ipld.w.bich 
it. it her ~ tQ remove, or to «Jeatroy.. 

The nature of a disease wbieb attacks the . constitution 
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il W' cared, wheu weD defined. Free Muomy is defiaiDa 
henelf in a way not.to be. mistaken.; and if auy, lookial 
.t &he nWDber of her lodges, fear for the moral health of 
our country, it is well to be on the alert, 1lliDI rntle,. 
mediet, and, by no means, hanh or violent medicineiJ, 
which inevitably .,.,.ken the body. Gentle aneagurea will 
ID08t certainly withdraw, in a •ery few years; all the talua· 
ble supporters of Free )(&IOD(y &om her ranks iD t1da 
country; while abu8e for the things of which they are il" 
norant, will only ezupera&e, ~ throw· men obstinately 
iato h•r citadel She is not to be feared, whose lf&Jld 
muter, without disparagement, fell under the stroke of a 
tt11o foot rule,_a lqutll"e, and a ~' prese11ting, 0 Free 
Muomy, an e.zample of·" vir:tue,fortitwle, and inl~, 
..wo. equtJ1letl, and~ ucell«l in 1M hutory.of.-." 

No, abe ia not to he feared ; she is a cowa:d, that aeeu 
the cover of. the night, and the help of falsehood, to. screen 
hene1f from· the certain fate to which truth and the iipt 
will one day doom be(. . Mark her through a few periodl : 
'' In t.bis treatise we shall be 8s circumspect as possiblet ia 
order, that if it should faD into the hands of any F!J/,.,. 
(i. ~ oninitiated,) he could use it only to be convineed, that 
our sqmptuous repast.t are not the object of olir Ulle!'Jiblier.. 
but they have an aim useful, lofty, and divine. We we 
oblipd to warn our brethren, that in speaking of the tenet~ 
of the Egyptians, of their mysteries, or of· th011e of Mdlel, 
of Zoroaster, of Jesus Christ, it is not at all our ptll'poft' to 
,p-.e our own opinio~,·or that of our order. Every brother 
knoWI, that he ought indiscriminately to take &Q his bosom 
evel')' boneet citizen, every friend of his country, aad of the 
laws, of whatever reliJioo he J)].ay be, havina admitted a 
uaivenal toleration in the mode of wonhip ; JQd we haft 
beeri compeUed sometimes "to enter upon the discwllion tif 
thete tenets and mysteries, in order to i11usflate the ancient 
doctrines of our faith. "-(EI]Wit du Dope, p. I.>.) 

In the fint period she gives the reader a high idea G( the 
useful and divine a.¥ociRtion, IUJ.t in the nest, inti;mat01 
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what its objeet is, by levelli~g every thing sacred to .the 
standard of the Egyptian mysteries ; in the· third period, 
she fint reminds the brother of the extent of masonic cha
rity, and, thus justified for the preceding impiety, concludes 
with the plea of necessity, in order to explain Free Mason
ry. This ie her obscure cunning, to make the profane BJJ.
mire her mystery,'to give Revelation a stab in its glorified 
Author, and then, next to plead the illimitable extent of 
masonic charity, not as if for the wound just given, but 
seemiDgly for treating of various mysteries I . . . 

This is Free Masonry, both in doctrine· and in example. 
Shl! pleads her law of charity in a mOrlt edifying manner: 
" Do I couple the doctrines of Egypt and Judea 7 it . is not 

~ . 
to give an opinion upon them," abe says. "Do I present. 
Zorouter imd the Lord in the same point of view 1 Every 
broiher knows it is his duty to take dt,ru son sein, to bil 1>9-
som the honest ~an; of whatever religion he may be." 

This iS liberality not to to be questioned. This i8 chari
ty sufficient to pacify· the most impious. The A~ EneQly 
can · ask no more : to revile the Lord JeBUB, Bincerel!J anil Ao
natlg, in conformity to thetem~'s religion. To put the mys
teries of the Per8ian Zorouter and of the Holy Gospel upon 
the ·s~e level, for the edification of Free Masone; and 
in the same breath remind the pupil, that in modes of faitk 
and jontJB of worship, honest men may be allowed to differ 
without stint of love or charity. 

The Father of Lies is, a deceiver still, whether he come in 
the form of an angel of light, or of th.e daughter of night ; 
he is the tempter still, whether he come in the form 
of a· serpent, · or of ~ree Masonry. He is the teacher, 
·who, under the sanction .of th~ two most valued Books of 
Constitutions of these States, learns men to be good (mil 
perfect tDitlwut the·help of fear or hope ;• adoctrine which 

• Vide Book of Collltitutiona ot MueachU~tt., wbicb ia received iD all 
New EnglaDd, p.t9. F. M.l.ibrary. which ie recei'fed ftom New-Tort to 
North Cwoftna, p. 11. · 
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alike rejects the joys of Paradise, and the pain• of bell; 
which excludes the hope of eternal life, and of the immor· 
tality of the so~l ; and, also, the fear of the fire that never 
shall be quenched. 

This is too much,. too much for Billy Muonry. She is but 
a puppet made to play antic tricks, while a master spirit 
moves the wires, ~d filches the pockets of the gapiug 
crowd. The whole object of the divine economy, as re
vealed in the holy 8cripture8, is to lllake lll8Q · " good and 
perfect;" and the. method taken by heaven '• Truth; ia, to 
invite by Aope• of joy unspeakable, and to persuade by the 
fear of terrors inconceivable. ' The Enemy's· m"thod, or 
Free Masonry's, if you please, is exactly the reverse of this, 
He began his instructions near the time o( the masoDio 
era, teaching Eve, without the help of fear, to eat, and be 
like .God, knowing good and evil. And man being ruined, 
the enemy has only to keep him perfect without tAe help of 
h{,pe, or fear, and his work is done. 

Thus we arriv.e at the spirit of the. doctrines of Free 
Masonry, by collecting them from the standard treatises .of 
the fraterriity, and showing their relation to the Father of 
Lies, ·and to etemaJ night and death. I know the relation
ship will' disgust many, and will otf'end SOlJle ; O~Dd . them 
with the discoverer nearly as much as with the connexion 
discovered; ·But if masonic . charity ~ justify an at
tack both· 1ecret and open upon revealed religion, seeing it 
is made honestly, and in conformity to the assassin's mode 
of worshippmg ihe Dew, she will undoubtedly~ able to re
ceive kindly a rap upon her own head, seeing it ii Aonutly 
laid on, and, also, in_conformity to the assailant'' mode of 
wonhip. 
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CHAPTER XL. 
0 • 

" RuelHrl, That we regard the unha.llowed nbltitutiOD of the prof'&De _ 
orgtee of Free Muonry, for the Cbrilltian rellgion, u fiaugbt with more 
da1lfet eo dle pMOII of aoaiety, and the -&rata. at nml&tiou, than opia 
l>8iqa,orav.DWIMI iuillelity."-W•· W.u~~won&,Pftt• 

· I sHALL continue to study Free Masonry with the reader 
in Eapnt dw Dogme. I\ is revolting to eontemplate her, 
impiety, and it would be very unjust t.O suspect the fra.W· 
·Jiity in·this ·country of consenting to it. 'fhey are 'IittlG 
aware of it, and I C8Dilot but hope to deserve their hearty 
thanks' for presenting Free Masonry to them, as they once 
we... prese~ to her, neither barefoot nor 1/wil,. tDiti a 
eahk tow ~ .the neck ; her's was a night scene, when 
she laughed in her heart, to see sober men groping after the 
light . which her own bandage had shut from their eyes; 
OUl'8 is an attiUr of the day. . . 

The Deistical character of the institution is abundantly 
proved, without meaning, now or at any time, that the &a,. 
ternity assume that dlaracte~,:. In .pursuing the su~ect, I . 
propose only to show the easy way Free Masonry has of 
putting a most important construction upon ritei senseless 
and. unmeaning in themselves. She says, in EIIJlri' . du 
Dogme, p. 115., " We have many rites and degretl& which 
recall to mind our divine Master, Jesus, the supper, the pas· 
sion, and his resurrection ;" but these must be rites belong· 
iog to higher degrees than the master's, and I would only 
observe, in. relation to t~em, that they more clearly .discover 
the anti-religious ~pirit of Free Masonry; she .does not eel· 
ebrate ttae Lord, or his sufferings, with an honest purpose. 
however honet~~t her follower~~ are; not she.. 
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But the following a Master Mason can uudeJ'Itaod. "Ia 
thele days, the aDegory of Hiri.m, which is used in 8'RIIf 
rituaJ of Masonry, v.,ne. iD our mysteries Ud cei'EliDOilitil, 
aud it ia applied under s~ch ~aacea, uui UHd in tJae 
same manner, u the U.c~nt -hieropbBIWt ~ 
sometimes, O.W, at oaM-1 B~, At~Jmcm, at l.U ; -
~ otAer Jar.·.; tAB /Miy wiom M.q earioal, .,,.,.,._ 
ped. ·So we, in the same manner, ebaoge in our t4ap8 
t.b.a lepnd o( HiiUP._and of his three -sam.. aeeordbag 
to. the ritual to which the; belong. Hiram, w~ the -Le· 
vitel, tio.n \be ~ of hil art, a.pd the ·name of Ilia a
ther, cb01e fol' tile a.Uegorical btin«. who rephllleDtll dle 
Grand Ar~bitect of the temple of Sok.oo, is ·the alle8otf 
ol J..., Cb,riat. •·Ma~onry fu!;.hed. (Mar··~.) In 
the ritueJ of. ancient and Accepted Sootch ~. lie .is 
tbe e,_le~ of ~uty ia one cowae, aact ·in the other, b' 
corret~PQ~Jding le11110111, Jesua Christ .il. caW l/ir.am, ·Qr:wM 
~e of hil C"un:h." . . · 

Tbia legend of H#uo the reader already tllldeRt.ada; a 
more eoutemptible figure the masonic bellO mllllie &hU Sir 
Budibru' squire Ralpbo. · 

" WbtiJ 7n.u., wbom be did BOt miAd, 
" C~pl him like lifhbliuf bebind ; .. 

Or, than the knight himself, when yielding to the victorious 
amazon, he cried : · · 

" The da1 .. thine own, 
•• Tlaoa and th11tanhaYe cut me-down; 
" I am aot aow in tbrtu1111' • JIO"'r, 

".For beth&& .. dowa.a ~ ~--·" 

My ltllder, .you are Free Mason eDoagb to. wadtml&aad 
all tiUI. " The 1elend ef Hiram is ahrap. the same thing. 
in Free MuoDry ; a Bacchus, A.maaon, md: lli1, were the 
BUDe God, wol'lhippe'd under dift"elent· nameL (They.were 
not.) : A. the mode of worshippiag that· one God· of Jree 
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Masonry,· varied with -the name-, so does she change the 
lepnd of Hiram to auit her dift"erent rituals ; (she, who, a 
few chapters back, admitted rio discord in all holy e••m· 
tiall, now speab ofher itift'erent ritull ;) and u the Levite& 
cbole Hiram for the allegOrical being who represents the 
Gnod.Architeet of Solomon's temple·; so, in the choice of 
Fa. Muonry, tlae Lord of Glory is an 'allegorical beiDg, 
the INilder of bia church. 

It rQquirel no stretch of fancy to find. the bearing. of this 
muonic leuo.a. The legend of Hiram, with its usual ex
planatioa,is.nomore ·:tnteresting than a bare hook ·thrown 
into the water ; but it it· \till catch· the hopes ·of immortal 
souls, it BIBUDJe& quite a new l'uqJect. 

That doctrine which· has ~ver been a stumbling block to 
the ~elf-righteous, and an offimce to the conceitedly WUie, 

may well be supposed to awaken the contempt of Free 
Muo.lll)'. . No doubt she raprda the sacrifice of the eroes 
with a feeling o~ inexpressible ridicul~; the meekness of 
the Lamb &hat waa slain, is in her eatimate no better than 
the pusillinimity· of Hiram Abiff: tha:t is natural to the pha
risee,.; It is not ~g belief that abe should mock at the 
blood which wu shed for the remission of sins ; that she 
should celebrate the agony of the Passion without sorrow, 
and ·the -.crament of the supper without love; that she 
should prese!lt the grand master, Hiram .Abiff, basely dying 
for the masonic word, ~ a · leer upon hiin who died upon 
the crO.. to save sinners. 

I do not say she does this ; it has been far from me to 
&Uip8Ct her ·of this; .ind~ a hint of it from any profane, 
would have sounded like the echo of distant scandal, er 
appeared like the insiauations of jealou.q. But when her 
followers come before the public in a handsome volume, 
with indisputable evidence that they are initiated into her 
myaterie., aad declare ~hat Free .Masonry does this, it would 
be b~ n~t to e1amine the matter; to inquire, at least, 
whether Free Muonry is capable . or doing this 1· And, 
thouah iom het previoUB character, my· reader, we must 
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enter upon this investigation with dark fo~ebodings to F~. 
Masonry, yet we will strive to conduct it without prejudice 
or partiality. Let justice decide. . 

Hel' favourite biographers in the English. tongue, may be 
divided into two classes ; t~ose who make b¢r spring up with 
time, or come from 1he Ahpighty band at the beginning.; 
and those who- trace hf!r origin in the odious mysteries of 
the ancient heathen. Anderson, Preston, and Webb, are 
leaders of. the former class; and Lawrie, Greenleaf, and 
Cole, are of the latter. Hutchinson ought to be passl;)d by,. 
for he cle~ly ·supports both . 

. Let .us see if her origin forbid the imputQ.tion upon her 
character made by Eqwit. Heav~n is a place of truth ; 
and · the establish~ reputation of Free Masonry for fW.e-
hood, compels us. to believe that, if abe came from heaven. 
to earth, it was because ehe was driven oat, or had lost aU 
power to deceive there ; and, therefore,. she would be capa· 
ble of the prof~ity attributed to· her by El[»'it. If she 
sprung up in .the beginning, not comiDg from. heaven; thert 
she would be capable of ·the blasphemy which, her pupil, 
Eqwit, has laid at her door. And her origin, as given ei
ther way by the former class,' will not deliver her from a 
righteoua condemnation. , 

If she came, with Lawrie and others, from ihe Eleusi~ 
ni~ the Bacchanalia, and the degrading rites of heathen 
Rome and Greece, Britain and Gaul, then she may. well be 
thought capable of the deeds credite;d to her by her own 
son, Esprit du Dogttte. . And she can~ot be rescued, by the 
purity of Iter origin, from the reproach of mocking the King 
of Kings, in the interpretation of the legend of H~ 
We will see if her well establisbed character forbids our be
lief of the charge ; the known maxims of her life, and ruie 
of her conduct. 

Her system of morality is founded upon temporal ezpe
tlimu:y ; which is no better foundation than that of the 
royal arch. Her own example is proof: She. is of the 
highest CCJit, and therefore a Brahmin in Asia ; a great 

32 
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Christian in N cw-York. In· Turkey, she kneels sm·en times 
a day, in obedience to the false--prophet; and in revolution
ary France, kicks up her heels without decency, but with 
every demonstration of joy, to tlae cry of " Free ! Free! 
Free !_ Free &om every restraint of religion, and of Jaw ; 
free to follow after reason." This is matter of history ; 
the records of the times show it beyond dispute.· H~r faith
ful pupil, E6pf"it, declares it ; and, perhaps, the Mason still 
refuSes to believe this is the Da.ughteJ of night ; a1 if mae 
in the intoxicatiora of her cup«, could not be the .ame one 
who laboured patiently to jill them. 

Her system of morality has no dependence upon the law 
of the Eternal, and any independent system is, like Free 
MaJOnry, rottenness to the bones. To establish a rule of 
conforming religimu principle• according to -circunutance•; 
chargmg men, as Masonry says she formerly did, • to wor
ship in the mode of the people among whom they reside• 
is a scheme, worthy of the darkest complexion of Free Ma
sonry, and is proof enough, that if it were her interest to 
IJCoft" at the sacrifice of the cross, she is capable of the 
blasphemy attributed to her by Etprit. 

It only remains to e:tamine the point of interest. All 
who are guided in their views of interest by bare expe
diency, are in great danger of mistaking their interest ; but 
views of ezpediency, founded on the law of God, and hav
ing reference to the day which is after death, are well 
.founded; no doubt, to the short sighted, they may some
timet! appear mistaken views, but all mu~t acknowledge 
they have good foundation ; they alone have good founda-

. tion. 

But Free M~onry, it has been shown, governs herself by 
a view to bare expediency, independent of the immutable 
law of God ; bowing here, cringing there, and again, 
throwing her cap with the madness of a demon, to suit 
local circumstances; having no respect to consistency of 

"' Book of Conltitutions of MUI&ch~~~etlll, p. 34. 
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character, and to the value of plain truth, but solely to her 
own ,advantage ; (in the words of h~r Books of Constitu
tions,) "to her own profit and praiae." 

Such a moralist, who had contributed ' an incalculable 
amount of .labour to p1oduce the scenes of the reign of 
terror, when the Scriptures of heavenly truth, and or' glo
rious promise, were indignantly rejected before the multi
tude, denounced by the national convention, and bu~ed in 
the public place 'by the common executioner, while r~ason 
mounted tile throne of moral government, and received 
the homage of laws abolishing the Sabbath day, and the 
religious rite of marriage; might be pardoned for thinking, 
in the fulnes~ of her joy, that interest req\lired her to exhi
bit. more completely, the feature& of a fa~e. whicb, darkly 
seen, drew multitudes of lldmirers. It i8 the interest of 
vice, when her pupif has become familiar with one shade 
of her character, to exhibit a darker.• . Ffee Muonry 
is a perfect illustr{ltion.of this truth, while.the fact it a per:
fect illustration of the character of Free Masonry. And it 
waa for her interest, in .the progress of v~, to scoff at tht 
name she had always despised. 

Again ; Free Masonry has been proved to hav~ a co~ .. 
plexion suited to each of her followera ; religious, co.nvivial, 
.and faithless. It is ~othing strange if she has acted • part, 
and now acts a part, in suitable places, to the satisfactioP Q{ 
infidels, asJ~he has done in New-York, to the great praise of 
her Christiap character. No place is more suit4Lble, ~ 
the scene of . .Eiprit's labours ; and, in view of the pretend
~d origin, the vain morality, and the plain in~rest of Free 
Masonry, the reader will conclude, that Esprit spoke tJqth 
in testifying to what he considers the . " useful, lofty, ·and 
divine" object of Frf18 Masonry, representing ImmaDIJM 
under the allegory of 'Hiram. 

" Vice is a mODBter of 10 fiightful mein 
" lu to be hated, neede but to be eeen ; 
" Yet- too oft. &millar with her face, 
"We first endure, then pity, then embrace." 
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CHAPTER XLI . 

,, Whaa rrownmr death appean, 
" ADd jloilite hia falal dart, 
" What dark fonJbodilig t"ea.nt 
" Di81ract the lilmer._ heart! 

" The dreadful blow 
• No arm ean stay, 
"Battomaway 
11 He liDb to wo!'-Lu. 

EsPRIT du Dope de · ld-Franche Ma;minerie teaches, 
that Free Masonry, in many of her rite,s and degrees, calla 
to remembrance what she cannot n~e without great im· 
piety, and that, in the legend of Hiram, she dares to pre· 
sent the allegory of man's salvation. We have seen that 
her charaeter does not enable Free Masons to contradict' 
the..- own brother, and 'to say, "Esprit has publi~ed- a 
seandal upon the 1acred order, more hideous than is set 
forth in the calumniating pages of a Barruel or a Robi
son." We have seen, that her fabled origin, whether hea· 
venly or Bacchanalian, that her morality and her manners, 
alike contribute to confirm the . truth of . EIJWit'• avowal. 
There are some other circumstances which go to the 88llle 
poinL 

·we have seen, in the notice of the royal arch emblemi, 
that our lady makes bold with the tabernacle, and its con· 
secrated utensila; with the burning bush, the heavenly 
manna, the tables.of the covenant, &c. ; that she sets them 
out in dumb show as a part of her paraphernalia. We 
said, without presUming to know how she used them, that 
they were not honestly in her keeping ; and, use them as 
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~he might, it could be -no better than sacrilege. Now, 
whence should we expect aid ~ support of our assertion, 
soorier than from the Christian Mason 1 Who would -more 
readily contribute to preserve the hallowed 1'essels of the 
church, than brethren of the church 1 Ah ! they did ·not 
believe it when it was told to them, and perhaps their very 
reverence for these things has been, no doubt it has been, 
one of the chief folds of the bandage to blind them. 
_ I do not now presume to know-the use our brethren make 

of the emblems of the royal arch degree; but surely they 
do not mean to· use- them _sacrilegiously ; they do not use 
them as we shall see Free Masonry uses them. They are 
Christians ; ·she is a heathen, or what yo~ please; and yet 
we would call her by some amiable name here, for the 
kindness of discovering to us the use to which she can put 
the holy things of the ancient church. 

As a porch to the masonic tabernacle, she ever has much 
to-say about the Free Mason who built it. You shall find 
it so in the Chart, Monitot-s, Library, &c. It was MO&es 
upon Mount Sinai, that received the masonic word from 
the mouth of the Most High, and handed it down to poste
rity ; and various passages of the Pentateuch are read in 
the ceremonies of the royal arch chapters, calculated and 
intended to impress the reader or hearer with the_ belief, 
that they have some indefinite relation to the mysteries of 
Free Masonry. 

I frankly confess that, some time having been confident 
they had no honest connexion with the modern invention, 
I have not suffered a suspicion to arise of their nefariotu 
conne~ion. They have seemed to stand among the rega· 
ua and insignia of the lodge, rather to ennoble base Ma
sonry, than for any malicious purpose of degrading them; 
and probably that is yet the right interpretation of these 
emblems in the chapters of North America; but our lady 
is a mistress, knows how to tr~ up children, has a large 
school of dull scholars, we may charitably hope; and though 
Americans may not learn so· fast in this degenerating eli-
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mate;IF as the more favoured inhabitants of central and 
southern Europe, the very least progre~~~~ in the lcience 
whieh follows, is greatly to be deprecated. 

" lt ia said that Moses wrote different books of the Bible : 
Genem, Exodtu, Levitictu, and NarabM'#, These books 
have a great reaemblance to the leBSOns of the Egyptian 
priests :-nevertheless, it appears, that beBidu tile- Egyp. 
tian boolcs, .MOse& had the Phenician /~#tory of tl&s ctWZ· 

time, by Sanchoniathon, who lived before Moses, 937 yeats," 
ad annua. (E1prit du DogtAe, p. 27.) 

This is another specimen of Masonic tradition. She 
knows Sanchoniathon 's history, and where Moaes found 
the materials for the PENTAteuch: ay, she knows IJ)UCh 

more than her diffidence permits her to discover : yet ahe 
would 1eem not to know, that Moses wrote Deuterono
my; and. that, my reader, was no oversight _in .her,--enu
merating four books, to leave the. fifth :- no ; she under
stands very well that Penta means jive, and that she has 
enumerated but four ; and she did it of mere wantonness, 
to insinuate a falsehood, preparatory· to the positive un
truth following it ; that Moses gathered his writings from 
Egyptian priests. · 

Our American Free Masonry is not by many degrees so 
far advanced as this ; but perseverance will aecomplish 
wonders. 

" Moses, having learned the institutes of the Egyptian 
priests, gave to the Jews, for the foundation of their reli
gion and creed, the worship of the one only God, of the 
great Jehovah."· (Idem. p. 30.) _ 

Now FreeMasonry cares not for the name she afl'ects to 
be fearful of sacrilege in pronouncing. She ~ pro
nounce it, with falsehood on her lips. She has ever denied 
divine revelation, by setting at nought the 'name of Jesus; 
and here she is emboldened, aiming at Atheism. She 
adores the God of the holy scriptures, and still denies those 
scriptures; she is a fast friend o'f the Unity, and still puts 

* Vide Buft'on, 
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contempt upon the doctrine, drawing it ttom the polluted 
idolators of Egypt; she magnifies Jehovah, and yet reviles 
'hie se~ant Moses, and the_ Prophets, and the only begotten 
Son of God .. 

These are fearful thing~~, being true. AU the evidence of 
their truth it is not possible to lay ~fore the reader, . !is it 

' lies oofore me ; but enough is here, perhaps too much, and 
ii goes to prove what has been little msp.ected ; viZ. that 
the gnp1d secret of Free Masonry is Atheism. 

Now we will have her explanation of the tabernacle with its 
contents, as used in her workshop ; by no means the maxi
mum of her impiety, and chiefly interesting to show what 
she can have to do with the golden candlestick, and Aaron's 
rod that budded. · 

Esprit du Dogme, i. e. Spirit of the Doctrine, de la 
Francke Ma9. ·. of Free Masonry, p. 39, says: "Moses, in 
his mysteries, and Solomon after him, adopted a ·great part 
of the Egyptian emblems, which from them we havfl pre
served in our mysteries.' · Let us see what they teach us .. 

" The brazen sea, among the Egyptians, was used for the 
purification of candidates with water ; it was an emblem 
of the year, suppor:ed by twelve bullocks, which represent
ed the twelve months, of whi~h three looked east, three 
south, three west, and three north; making allusion to the 
four seasons. 

" Moses adopted this emblem ; and in Exodus, 38. 8. 
we see that the women of the tribe of Levi, who passed 
the night watching at the door of the tabernacle, presented 
to· Moses their mirrors, which were of brus or silver, to 
make the brazen sea. Hence the lodges of Adoption." 

. It is instructive to see how certainly the doctrines of de
vils lead to infernal practices. Lodges of Adoption are 
the only remaining form of Free ,Masonry yet to be intro
duced into this country : they are well known on the conti
nent of Europe, Female Lodges; not own children of Ma-
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,IIODJy, but ~ed.children; as speculative Free Masons 
are accepted Masons: (vide p. 133.) and women become 
Adopted .Masons, as merchants, lawyers, tailors, become 

· Accepted Masons, all of both sexes being entitled Free. 
And our modest author .would charge the Jewish women 

with tl)at which few of his readers could have a Bible at 
their side to coritJ:a.dict ; appe~ing to Exodus nxviii. 8. for 
the origin of _lodges o( Adoption. The verse reads," And 
he made the laver of brass, and the foot of it of brass, of 
th~ looking glasses {braien mirrors] of the women assem
bling, which assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation." · 

" THE C.o\NDLESTICK 

" Hath seven branches- and seven lights, .symbols of the 
seven sciences, to which the priests ought to apply them- . 
selve8, like the priests of Memphis and of Thebes, to wit: 
grammar, r4etoric, logic,. arithmetic, geOmetry, music, and 
astronomy." We must infer from this, that the studi.u of 
the fellow craft's degree are reviewed in the chapters; which 
is a match for the allegory of a scene which never occur
red, as faithfully represented by Free Masonry, in the tra
dition of Hiram Abiff. 

"THE TABJ'.E OF SHEW BREAD 

"Was.intended to show the necessity of W]ion among 
the priests : this allegory instructs us, as it did the Levites." 
But concluding th~ command to Moses how to construct 
the table, (Ex. xxv, 30.) the Lord said," And' thou 11wlt 1et 
upon tke table shew bread before me ulway." Reason is 
certain that it is not her part, faithlessly to inquire why it 
pleased the Lord to have ~table of shew bread in the·cere
monial of his ancient church ; but only to inquire into the 
fact: did it ,please 1 And finding God's own word in sup
port of the fact, while only her own blindness is counter to 
it, she is reason no longer, but a fool, to doubt it, to despise . 
it, to degrade it among plumb-lines and trowels, in th'e 
mystical ceremonies of a nocturnal society. 
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"THE ALTAR 01' ll!fCENSE"" 

" Showed the Hebrews, as it· docs ua, that our vows ought 
always to be addressed to the 8.·. A.·. D.·. L.·: U.~. and that 
they ought always to be pure, and above human passions. 
The remains of ancient altars that we have seen in the mu
seums, are in the form of a square, or a triangle, or a circle, 
having reference under these forms, to the three truths 
taught, or to the four elements, or to the Deity : they were . 
aU excavated in the upper surface to contain the fire." 

Thus artfully does this professed Spirit of the Doctrine of 
Free Masonry mingle truth with falsehood ; making the 
form of the altars tl'Ue, even to the excavation for the fire ; 
while the doctrine inferred is false, 'that ibis form had refe
rence to certaiit unknown truths, and to the four elements; 
when the altar mnst of itself indicate a God, she would 
have it indicate the elements, that her pupils may become 
naturalists. Who she intends by S.·. A.·. D.·. L.·. U.·. I 
know not ; ·it is a figure new tO' me, frequently used by. 
Egprit; and may be, until· more perfectly explained, sup
posed to mean, " the Being of Beings, of whom each heart 
is full;" i. e. no God-Atheism. · 

" Uncharitable!" 
Not at all, my friend. If the God of Free M880Dey, to 

whom our " vows ought always to be addressed," have no 
more name than Free Masonry gives him, S. •. A.·. D.·. L. •. 
U. ·., he is without a name; and she is virtually teaching her 
children to address a:n ideal God. Untilllhe gives him a 
name, it is no want of charity towards her to suppose him 
a l,llere fancy, and having no real existence. 

A secret vastly prized, and deeply covered with mystery ; 
a secret lauded to the skies, able to make one wise, bringing 
" aile comfortes to the wylde and, comfortlesse ;"t which 

• Oar author IP•• plats of all hil emblema. 
t Book of Cou. p. 16. Prntoa, II. 3.. •· 1. F. M. Library, p. 9. Ca1:

cott, HotcbiD10n, Greenleaf, p. 86. 
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resolutely conceals itself; mockmg the patient Master Ma
llOn with a substitute, and lying still beyond the ninth 
arch, before it is unveiled to perfection ; and, as if afraid 
to uust itself even there, at perf~tion, mounting away 
&om the punuer to the height of unknown degrees, is, my 
reader, "" ordittary secret; but this is· Free Masonry. 

" And wJJat does it pretend to be ?"-Even the true name 
of the only true God. Such conduct, and such a claim I 

Now, brother Jew,lend nie attention; for you are inte
rested in this part of the argument; and ~o, al!!o, are Ma
hometans and Deists, without being invited. 

Let ·Free Masonry's claim be allowed; to teach tlte right 
prOJJtmeialima of tlae true name of the only true God. 

Hea: aaseer• are put oft" with a: substitute for it ; her fiWBt · 

ezcdlent maaters (sixth degree) have it not yet; her per
feet ma,sters (fifteenth degree) have it not perfect yet; her 
grand pontiff• (twenty-ninth degree) must still make their sa
'Crifices without knowing precisely to whom ; the " prince of 
the royal secret, prince of Masons," covering degrees 
forty, forty-one, forty-two, has a sovereign inspector general 
.ab:ove, and cannot yet sec, eye to eye, the great secret of 
Free Masonry. 

Is it not to be inferred, that the God of Free Masonry 
has no name ; ~d that, in setting her pupil on a chace . iu 
pursuit of it to' perfection, and far beyond, she is practically 
toacbing ~ so 1 Professing to make manifest the true God, 
does she not, by a devious path, arid an endless renewal of 
disappointm~nt, effectually U,npress upon the panting bosom 
ofherdeludedpupil, there is no God 1 Say,broth~.Jew,(for 
I waive here all Free Masonry's contempt of the Messiah,) 
when, u;ith a blinder over hill eye1, wul a cable low about hi1 
aeck, she leads her pupil into the realms of darkness, in 
purltlit tJf light, and into the regions of night in pW11uit of 
the tnw name of God, leading him about and about, until 
he is giddy, d()wn deep archeg, and up high degrees; if the 
humbled1 dE.'graded, and conft:>unded sou) shouJd stumble 
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and fall into the abyss of Atheism, would she· hold fast the 
cable tow, brother Jew, or loose it from her hand 1 Wllat 
think you, would she .gently draw him out, remove the btmd· 
age from his eyes, tenderly condole with him for the tre
mendous hazard he had run, and advise him to returJJ 
home, and to pursue his inquiries after the true God, and 
the way to happiness, in the midst of his family, morning 
and evening, with the Bible in his hand, at the feet of Im
manuel? Or WOIIId she send after him a pe&l of CUJ'IIe8, to 
make the horrible aby• ring., and, if it might be poeaible.t 
to sink him two-fold deeper in wo ! 

Those who believe in a protecting Providence, need not 
fear to believe in the reality of evil angels ; those who do 
not.believe in a protecting Pr.ovidence, have eyery thing to 
fear; and, if there exists in Christian lands a single speci
men of the handy work of God's adversary, and man •,, 
Free Muonry has high claims to be that one. 

The reader who meets this conclulion, without arriving 
at it · through the argument, may think it uncharitable ; if 
so, this cdftlmon sense will meet him : the friends of a dot
trine which studiously conceals itself, only showing its fea
tures more boldly, as people become more hatdened to 
them, have no right to complain, and ery, charity, charity, 
upon honest efforts to hasten the monstrous birth, and ft.IIJy 
to learn its character, before the time for easily. strangling 
it has elapsed. 

·-
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CHAPTER XLII. 

'' Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against thOle natioDat u when 
1111 fought in the day of battle ; and the Lord ahal1 be Kina oyer all the 
..nil; in that day ahal1 there be one Lord, and Ju. name one." 

Zetunah, cb. xiY. 

IT is not to be demanded of oae attempting to ferret out 
a treasonable conapir.acy, that he should be perfect in judg· 
ment; he must .• e upOn persons whose guilt is quite 
doubtful even in his own poor judgment, and hold them 
prisoners for the examination of the court and jury. This 
is his duty ; and no man who ~ unwilling to run a &Dlall 
risk of being suspected as accessary to the crime,..and as a 
pm:ty to the treaaon, will dare to reprove him for want of 
charity in the honest discharge of that duty. 

The writer may sometimes build an ar~ment on small 
premises, may attach undue importance to minor truths, 
.may draw conclusions little satisfactory to the deeper pene
tration of some, and may extend his inferences beyond the 
easy apprehension of others. Upon all these, and similar 
points, he is ready ·to plead to the reader's compassion and 
better judgmenL But let not the gloriotu doctrine tDhich 
conceala it1elf, profane the name of clwritg, upon a ruolute 
atteapt to di.cooer it1 bearing• and tendency; that were in
sufferable. 

E6prit du Dogme, p. 41.-" THE POT or INCENSE. 

4 ' This reminds us, as it did the Levites, of the fire of Yir
tue which ought to inflame the heart with a masonic zeal. 
The censor Wled by the ancients was in the form of a per-
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fuming pan, with a perforated lid, whence came the smoke 
of the incense. The Greeks called it thymiaterion, and 
the ancient and modern Romans, thuribulum." He· exhi
bits learning to grace his masonic zeal. 

''-THE CRUISE OF GOLD, OR POT OF lf..\NNA. (p. 41.) 
" Moses placed this in the tabernacle to instruct the 

priests, that in the proper exercise of their ministry, they 
ought to feed on the spiritual manna shut up in the sciences, 
which they were explicitly charged to study." 

Our expositor quotes neither the priests of the god onion, 
nor masonic tradition, in support of this assertion ; it must 
rest entirely on his better authority, called by . the1 Greeks 
anaisquintia, • by the ancient Romans impudentia, 'and, (by 
the help of a dictionary~) impudence, in thevernac~ar. 

" THE MITRE WITH THE INDENTED TOP, (p. 41.) 
" The ornament of the priests of Isis and Osiris, was also 

adopted by the magi, or priests of Mytra in .Persia, and by 
the priests of Jupiter at Athens, and at Rome. It after
wards served for the head dress of the Roman females, 
who sold their favours at the foot of the temple of Fortune, 
to the parties ~f Cicero and Cataline. . Thi8 same mitre, 
in time, was adopted by the Christian pontiffs at Rome, 
and by those of Mahomet, a:nd ·by the ancient and modern 
templars. This mitre 1uul a plate of gold covering the 
front, with these worth : • Holiness to the Lord.' " 

This is more than a match. To meet the crocodiles of 
Egypt, the Persian magi, the priests of J~piter, Cataline, 
Mahomet, and the knights templars, arrayed in support of 
Masonry's claim to !Jte mitre, is an overmatch for ·common 
learning. But one thing "the art of demonstrating divine 
and moral truth by geometrical solutions" enables rhe to 
do ; which ihe reader shall see. · 
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To make out the Spirit of Maaomy, two Muons being 
given, in the manner of making a right-angled triangle, 
two legs being given. 

Suppose the leg M. J., Mahomet the Impostor, and the 
leg J. T., Judas the Traitor. 

T 

/, 
·/ I - I 

M J 

From J. erect a nocturnal and secret society toT., the 
Traitor; draw the line M. T., the Muer Traitor; and we 
have the •elfoh apirit of the Mtuonk impomwe. Quod erat 
inveniend~m. 

To those who aie unacquainted with the· higher branches 
of Mathematics, this demonstration may appear somewhat 
obscure; but its geometrical accuracy will stand the test of 
any professor, at least on this side of the Atlantic. 

This is an extraordinary science, and the readet will find 
it amusing; the kaleidescope not furnishing more un. 
expected variety, than Masonie1, or moral geometry, fur
nishes to the mental eye ; one tum of the instrument throw
ing out," Herod, a most excellent grand master;" and.the 
next, perhaps, " Cataline, Sovereign Inspector General.""' 

* The allthor glvee notice, that measures are taken to lleCUle his right to 
thill applic&tion of geometrical solutioDB to · the clemon.Uation of mo
ral trll\h, and until the patent i1 ~ealed, it I88JQIId good to giVe only a lpe

cimen of Muonic8, 1howing the value of the acience; othenriM·he could 
have intereeted the reader with clillicult moral que~tione, euily solYed in 
Tn,onometry, by the rule of proportion, or by nJtural sines, when the 
neceuary side~ and t.Pglee are given. 
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"THE JIOOK OF THE TRUE LIGHT. 

"(The law and the prophets.) Upon this book we see a 
lamb resting, which holds, with one foot advanced, a flag of 
triumph, [but on turning to the plate, the figure represents 
a lifeless mutton,] the Stekenna, that the Coptie priests re
garded as the symbol of the resurrection--" 

And here I pause, f\!iu\J~r of the Lamb, inquiring whe
ther to give circulation to the words of this blasphemy. 
The same emblem, a book with a lifeless lamb. upon it, is 
gi~enin • • •. • •• •• · • arnong the emblems of 

----- degree. No doubt it is capable of some 
inoff~iv~ explanation, which is _common to the Chapters 
of this country : . yet it may do them service to see what 
can be exhibited by speechless symbols, which God has not 
ordained to teach moral or religious truth, in the mysteries 
of a nocturnal society. · 

The Spartans, by intoxicating their miserable slaves, and 
placing the disgusting creatures before the youth, taught 
them to abhor intemperance and excess. Esprit is intoxi
cated with hate against" the Lamb of God tllat takes f1Wa!/ 
the sin of the world;" (John, i. 29.) against •_• the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of tlae world." (Rev. xiii. 8.) Truly 
.it was prophesied of the ever blessed Lord, " they hated 
me without a cause." (John, xv. 25.) 

And are men taught by Free Masonry to despise--
"Not in this country: no, no." 
·nut are men taught by Free Masonry any where ;-for 

if she can be brought to dQ it in Europe, she is not made of 
so stubbor~ stuff that she might not be persuaded to do it 
even in Amcricll ;--are they taught, that " the CO[Jtic priests 
regarded this ·emblem, as a symbol of the resurrection, 
or regeneration of the Sun, by his victory over ·the cold, 
wlaich he obtaim in the sign of tlte Ram," i. e. the month of 
March 1 So says the " Spirit of the Doctrine of Free Ma
sonry." (p. 42.) 

"The editions of 1816 and 1819 are not wilbiu re1,ch; and lbat of 18!6. 
to lho ted it of American Froe Mai!Onry; omits thi' emblem. 
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Hear this emblem explained to the end, and remember, 
that one who had seen the Lord and heard his voice, said, 
" if any man love nt>t the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
anathema, maran-atha ;" (1 Cor. xvi. 2'J.) i.e. accursed in 
the day of judgment. 

" This book could ·be read among the Jews only by the 
priests, because of the allegories, mysteries, and symbols it 
contains, the knowledge of which could only be obtained 
by the study of the seven. sciences, figured by the 1even 
Beall, which confined them; and, in particular, by astrono
my, represented by the triumphant [lifeless] lamb, wbi~h 
the book supported. These seven seals, in some rites of 
Masonry, have reference to the seven sacraments of Rome; 
as also the book of the true light has to the A~ypse, 
which is adorned with a triumphant lamb and seven seals." 
--{Eiprit du Dogme, Spirit of the Doctrine of Free Ma-
Bonty, p. 43.) -

" This is unqualified wickedness ; Free Masonry is a mo
ral institution, keeps the Bible open in the lodge, and sup
plicates the Deity for the increase of charity ; she does not 
sanction the impiety of Elprit." 

Let the doubter bear in mind, that in presenting these 
high claims of Free Masonry to rank as the very taberna
cle of the tempter upon earth, I arraign her at the public 
bar, and present the accounts of her misdemeanor and in
fernal practice for her conviction, if guilty, and for her en
tire acquitta.I if not guilty : the public have the decision in 
their own hands, and the innocent need not tremble. As 
counsel for the commonwealth, I have a right, without 
cause of reproach, and it is my duty, at the hazard of be
ing c_onsidered negligent, .to vary the counts of indictment 
in such manner, that the prisoner, if guilty • shall not escape 
by fault of the pleadings. That she is not unnecessarily ha
rassed with charges ; that she is not maliciously indicted 
without evidence, the witnesses already called are suffi
cient to testify. But most important ones remain to be in
trorlucerl. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

j 

" lie th&t believeth on the Son of God hath the wit.ness in hiuuelf; he 
t1aat bel~ not God, hat&. ID&de hint a liar, becaa-e he believ~th not the 
reconl tltat God pn of lliiJ Scm.''-1 Jolut, v. 10. 

W & have been furnished by the grand chapter with a 
specimen of Free Masonry's rea.oning in support of a doc
trine posseuing some part of the mighty influence it ought 
to poaess over those who cordially receive it, viz. the mode 
of divine exiBtence expressed by the term Trinity ; the 
reader lday find instruction in observing how she can 
also attack that doctrine, and in assisting, punish her 
foU~ . 

She is giving a store of traditional knowledge, all as true 
u Free Masonry, with ·respect to ·the foreign trade of. the 
Jews in India and Persia, Greece and Arabia, where they 
carried their mysteries and their dogmas, receiving in tum 
many opinions before unknown in Judea, "wlumee 11JW1111K," 
she says, " tAe sect• t!' the Sadducees, t/1e Herotl.ians, tie 
leartwJ PluJrileu, atul tlae virtuoUI Euenes." 

"Under these circumstances, the worship of the great 
Jehovah, with its mysteries and allegories, was nigh being 
destroyed, and even forgotten, by the introduction of new 
aysteiDI, ·and in particular by that of the Trinitarian., which 
wu introduced froiJl Persia. In that country the sages 
adopt the belief of one God, with two elements, lig/u tllld 
tlarlmul." ' 

" To strengthen these false principles brought by the 
Jew.. &om Persia, there came from Greece the allegories 
and reveries of Plato, by the aid of which that philosopher 

34 
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had figured his opinions, and which had a great analogy to 
the Penian innovaton' doctrine of the· Trinity. Plato 
111ppoeed three per•onalitiu, or fOrms of the divinity. The 
fuwt constimted the Supreme, the second the LogO$, or 
Word, begotten by the ~t God, the third, the Spirit, or 
soul of the world." · 

"The Trinitarians increased in Judea, and afterward 
added to. this new dogma the sound doctrine of Jesus 
Chrilt, which was the enemy of every religious dispute."
(Eqwit du Dogme de la F. MafOMeriP, pp. 85,86.) 

She e.J:hibits several pages of her traditionary lore upon 
this ·subject, without making the slightest inference from 
any part : " Critic• aasure us,'' she aays, " that Je8U8 never 
spoke of the doctrine of the Trinity." She would seem 
&o hide her own modest opinion, and, with a bewitching 
timidity, CODJidering the stores of her learning, she only 
repeat& what the critic. say. It it to her usual credit, that 
the name she banishes from her devotiol18, it here quoted 
uder the authority of the critic., for her own purpoees, to 
vilify the holy name unto which we are baptized, and •· 
credly dedicated. 

Whether supporting the doctrine by the aid of the graod 
chapter, ud the argument of the three pillars, and of the 
three ligbta of a lodge, or opposing it by the preteoce of its 
Persian original, with some Grecian refinement, her ob· 
ject iJ, always the same--to heap up contempt aga.iDIJt tbe 
Majesty of heaven ; and although the difterence in the mo
tives of her instruments is immense, it is difticul• to tell 
whioh serves her best, the profound argument of the pil· 
lara, or the a,ffectedly modest insinuations of E6prit. 

These are considerations of awld import,. not suggested 
by enemies of Masonry, but hy ber pupils and &ieiMia. 
Measn. Barrue) and Robison, whose honourable names 
have for thirty years been the standing butt of reproach 
aDd scandal to eke out a masonic oration, never charged 
Free Masonry with greater impiety than is clai111ed for ller 
by E.prit. We have seen, that her origin. and her morals, 
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and her manners, forbid not his claitns, but ta.ther ntlne"*lt 
to them. 'In continuing to show her blasphemies• let the 
doubter bearin mind, that in copying them here, I only &S• 

sent to her claim. . 
" Tlae Egyptian priests never· believed in the reaiay ·of 

tlte tutru1ination of Osiris, nor tllat a calf ~ an onion 
could be God1 ; tlrey never believed i" the reality nf devill, 
and of angels, nor in a God who was bONa, and died, ·and 
rose again. "-(Esprit.du Dogme, p. 32.) ' · 

It is worthy of the reader's notice, that Hutchirtson, 
wiU. the sahotion of the Grand Lodge of England, Smith, 
Lawri&, the learned historian of Free Masonry, and many 
others, represent· Egypt and her priests as largely cormect
ed ·with Masonry and Esprit, giving the masonic tradition 
of wh~t the Egypdan priests did, and did not believe, is 
within the record, no brother can call him to order • 
. (P. 75.) E.~prit infonns us that the legend of Hiram and 

bitt 11888Bsius is a Jewish Btlbatitute for the Egyptian r~pre-
. s,entation of the murder of OaiMs; and again, (p. 77.) that 
the legend of Hirant is an allegory of the -Saviour; so that 
the representation of the death of Hiram is a middle link, 
connecting the death of the Cross to the death of Osiris. 
Now we see the use of knowing what the Coptic prieab be
lief,ed toith respect to the death of Oeiris ; and how artfully 
our lady in•inuates a falsehood·, that openly asserted would 
fail o( all impression, from the notorious character of the as
sertet. '' The Egyptian priests never believed in the reality 
of the Wlllatt&ination of Osiris;" and the legend of Hiram be
ing an allegory of the death of the cr088, and, previously, 
tbe sllegory of the death or· Osiris, which is the tillegory of 
a ftlbelwod, th~ death of the erose becomes no better to 
Free MMQDty, than the an-tient Masons' Woao, "which,'' 
eaya the Sovereign Inspector General, " is not a word, but 
a mere jumble of sounds without meaning." 

"Neidutr did the Egyptian prieets believe, di«t a calf or 
1Nl onion c<mld be godg; ~ she will pawn her word for it.
When they bowed dol\'11 before them in wOIBhip, invoking 



268 "SPIIUT o• TB& DOCT&IJI& OJ' I'RU KASO.&I'." 

their m~rcy and aid, and ofreriDg eoetly 1acrificee, it iB plaill 
they did believe in the divinity of the calf and of the oilioo, 
or in 10me Free MMoary. 

" TAq n~ belietw.tl in tlae reolily of dmU llltd bf a
gel.." Next to the denial of the God of revelation, it iB 
important to the devil to perBUade men of his own nOJHm> 
tity : no devil, no helJ, no wicked. This i8 a d«?Cuine mOlt 
fearful, all will allow, in the muonic connexion: Reitlter 
did tl&ey believe in tire. reality of o;ngeU ; no angel, no 
heaven, no God I As men may learn wisdom by obeerviDg 
the fools, and doing just the contrary way; ·eo they may 
learn fro111 the doctrines of Free MIUIOBJY, what to ebUil 
and what to ~old fut. If il&e make men perf«:~ fl1iiMI 
tAe help of fear and lwpe, · then our heavenly gaides 
wilJ more confidently ply both feu and hope, in the work of 
Christil!-0 perfection.. · 

" Nedl&er did tl.ey belitme ia c. God wlw lt1CU bom, ad 
flie4, and rwe ag'ain ;" saying distinctly in French, what is 
only ahadowed forth in th~ English . boob of constitutions; 
confessing with the lips, in Europe, the infidel peed whiela 
is. the rule of her conduct in America. ' . 

Men who reject the dectrine of the incarnation, the be
lief in the reality of devils and of ~ and who strive to 
become perfect without the help of fear or hope, are IIUI'ely 
they, ~ho, in making the world, would have made the star· 
dy·oak bear the pumpkin, ~bile the acom ahould have 
hung on the feeble vine; and would have II6CUI'ed to them
selves, perbapa, four legs, with a broken head for the falling 
fruit. 
. Free Masonry pretend& to any thing, good or bad ; an«· 
.is believed to be only Deism. But she has great cla.imB to 
be considered, as having taken the next step: it is a won
dei., if she stops abort of Atheism. She pretendl ·to be a 
great friend to the Deity, to tlae Unity, and to the God of 
the patriarchs; that ia certain. She mocb at the . patri· 
archs, the servants of God; at the revelatien, which in·the 
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midst of a world sunk in idolatry, singly sustained the d~ 
trine of the Unity-against every foe ; and her priests do not 
believe in the God who was born~ and died, and rose agB.in ; 
that is certam ; although the devils believe and tremble. 
. "But. this is not American Free Masonry." 

Can the objector ·be sure of that 1 Free Masonry is a 
secret : does he know that secret 1 Men climb to a giddy 
height, and yet the thing is beyond them.-Suppose it is 
not American,· yet it is _Free Masonry ; and the day our 
lodges are sufficiently trained, to receive the odious impiety 
which has gone over France like a flood, that day will make 
this infidelity, American Free ·Masonry. It is right to know 
what fruit she has produced in ~ther countries, whether of 
doctrine or example, that we rnay form some reasonable 
expectation of the harvest to be reaped· from her unprece
dented expansion (I will not say growth) in this country. 

And what is the harvest we are to expect from her in
structions in the two thousand lodges of- this country, being 
once made acquainted with her falsehood, her doctrine of 
temporal expediency, her acknowledged Deism, her per
fecting men without the aid of fear or hope 1 In other 
countries she has trifled with the holiest rites of religion ; 
bas burlesqued its sublimest mysteries ; has dEl9piaed the 
blood which was shed for the remission of sins ; and it is in 
the character of this people, and not in the clhuacter of 
Free Masonry, that the same things remain· to be done 
here. 

" The Word that was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we behold his glory," says the apostle; • " the glory as 
oftbe only begotten oftlte Father, full ofgrace and truth,") 
is uniformly rejected by the Books of Constitutions of our 
Zodgea. Let none attempt to evade this charge, by calling 
up to mind the doctrines of the higher degrees. · I do not 
undertake to say wllal is taught in tltem, but within the two 

* John, I. 14. 
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thousand lodges of Muter Matons in these States, in all the 
lodges of Master, Muons in the world, the Boolu of Oma
•titutimu reject " Christ, the power of God, and the ~om 
of Goo."• . 

" The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is sironger than men. "t But Free Ma
sonry, which is less than man, puts forth her Coptic pri•~ .. ts 
t~ instruct pupils not to believe in a God that W(U f,nrn~ 
presuming to ·be wiser than the apostles of Immanuel, than 
the t~achings of the Holy Spirit. " Wh~n the ful~ of 
the time was come, God sent. forth his Son, made of a wo
man ;"t and "the sign" eight centuries before, promised 
of God through Isaiah: " Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and call his name Immanuel,"§ waa mani
fested in the coming of" God with us ;"II whose name ·wall 

called Jeaus, _because _he should save his people from their 
sins. 'lT -

"Not to belie11e in a .God thaJ died." Notwithstand
ing. the inspiration of the Almighty speaks -in this w:De, 
" Christ wu once offered to bear the sins of many," hav
ing appeared in the end of the world, " to put away sin bl 
the ~ of himself; "u the Lord himself, in glorious 
vision, declaring to.his disciple, that had fallen at his feet 
as ~e bereft of life : " Fear not ; I am the ,Jirn and the 
Lut : I am he tlaat livelk, t.lltll wtJ8 dead, · and am alive for 
evermore. "tt 

· And by his death, " Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every Olle that belieteth ;''tt He who was 
glorified with the Father befOre the world was ~§ " Wbc> is 
the imap of · &he inYillible God, the first born of every crea
ture; (for by H~ were all things created, that are in he&-

* 1 Cor. I. !4. 
t Idem, i. !5. 
t Gal.iv.(. 
? Isaiah, vii. 14. 

n Mat. i. !3. 
f Mat. i.ll. 
** Heb. ix. 26. !8. 

tt Rev.i. t7andl!l. 
t:t Rom. x. 4. 
~~ John, xvii. 5. 
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ven, and that are ia earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be throne., or dominions, or· principalities, or powers ; 
-aU thin8fJ were ereated by him, ~Utd, for him, and he is be
fore all thin8St and by him aU things ·ooneitt ;"'*) m-en 
" Christ hath redeemed us &om the cune of the law, being 
ma.de a curie for u ;'"t He it is " in whom we have re-
demption through bia blood, even the· forgiveness of sins,t 
He it is by whose agony and death on the cross, ·~·mercy 
&Rd truth. are met together ; righteoumees and peace have 
'kiseed each oth~."§ 

This is a ,true mystery; in lliew of it we ~ay aU pros
trat~ ourselfes before Hj.m who has liven us reason, and its 
firat di~tate, coofetl8ion t~ God that we are blind and sin
ful i 

Blind because sinful ; and, if reiLIJOn be in her right mind, 
her requirement is, that we submit our will, our all, to Him 
who gave us re&IOn, and who sees the end from the begin
ning ; knows how to make wrath praise him, and who 
cAoo1e1 the fooliah things of the world to confound the 
wille ; yea, and chooses " things that ore not, to lwift,l!' ''' 
nought the things that are.'' 

•• To whom DO high, DO low, DO great_ DO IIDall; 

" Who fills, who boonde, ccniaectll, and JVY8mll ·all. •· 

.l)oes the enemy of all truth enlist Free Masonry into the 
war with sound doctrine 1 Make her pretended mysteries 
real teacher• of injidelily ? Introduce her claims to antiqui
ty for the purpose of contradicting the impiration and di· 
vine origin of the holy scriptures? And through her absurd 
traditions of the priests of calves and leeks, her pr(Yjlhets, 

. deny the God who died and rose again· 1 
This C6nduct puts me in possession of n:n argument for 

• Col. i . 15, 16, 17. t Col. i. 14. 
t C'T&I. iii. 13. ~ Pl!llbnP. lxxrt'. ]9. 
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the truth, which it were wrong to overlook. The 8C81lda1 
of some is highest praise ; and the secret assault of the ad
versary once f~ly detected, proves to a certaiaty where lie 
the foundations of truth and of holiness. Having the pre· 
mises, to wit, the existence of a spiritual foe, and this eon
duct of Free Masonry, the conclusiOn is irresistible, that 
the point laboriously attempted to be undermined, is of 
high imporL 

And for the accommodatictn of some, we will in the a,r
gument, refuse with them and with the. Egyptian priesta of 
Eqn-it, to- believe in the reality of. evil angel. : we ·will only 
believe there are very bad men, aiming, like Eqwit, by 
falsehood, insinuated and asserted, to corrupt both male and 
female ; to break down the barriers of divine revelation for 
the enjoyment of the sweet liberty of wanctified reBsqn : 
the determined assaults of such men, certainly indicate the 
citadel of holiness and of truth. In all unholy W8lB there 
are feints ; but a resolute auack, or a secret mine, are only 
made where a principal battery, .or a commanding angle of 
the fort, may be the reward of the victors. The argument 
is irresistible. 

"Not too fast: may they not attack weak points; at
tempt to enter through a self made breach 1" 

The weak points of religious faith, my friend, are no 
points at all : the enemy will never be careful about them. 
Self made breac~es, to some extent, no doubt there are. 

But if this be one, that Immanuel, God-with us, died and 
ro1e again, it can never be filled up; the builder of the for
tress made it so, and we have only lo _discharge our part 
manfully, to fall, if we must fall, in the very breach. 

~'Christ Jesus, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God ; but made himself of no re- . 
putation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in ~e likeness of men ; and being found in fa
shion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross." (Phil. ii. 6-9.) 

This is a tnte and a wonderful mystery, into wlficlr thP 
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~ derire to looi: (1 PeL i. ·12.) a mystery full of im
port to immortal s~uls : and Free Maeoney dares t() insinu
ate through her pr~tended Em'tian priests, that this mys· 
tery of the gospel is incredible. 

" Go, wondrou1 Creature! mount where lllli8DC11 fllldes, 
" Go, meuure earth, weigh air, &Dd lltate the tides ;-
" Go, teach etemal wilclom how to rule, 
" 1'hen drop into th.J18~ ud be a Coel !'" 

But the apostle's exclamation is to the point: "without 
controversy, great is the mystery of godliness: God wiD! 

manifest in the flesh, justifi~ in the spirit, seen. of angels, 
pre•chedto the.Gentiles, believed on in the world, received 
up into glory.'? · (1 Tim. iii. 16.) · 

la ' 

CHAPTER XLI~-

Abbe &J:ruel and Profeuor Robison. 

" Wbom will the Lord permit to dwell 
" Near to hia throne of grace=." 

" The men that walk in piou ways, 
"Tbat work with ripteoUI budl; 

" That trUit their Maker's promi1es, 
"And follow hia command•; 

"That .,U the-..iug oftheirheart, 
"Nor 1ian41er with their tollfUe; 

" Will -roe believe au ill report, 
" Or do their neighbour WlOJig." 

This work commenced with the consideration of tome 
anci~nt pretensions of Free Masonry ; with a vi_,w Qf her 

35 
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Book of Constitutions, and her emblemS'. It next discW!II· 
ed her scientific claims in the fellow craft's degree, and 
then the faithfulne~ of her tradition in her sublime degree 
of Master Mason ; and gave a summary view of Jter con
tradictiobs, and arts, and absurdities within tfi"~lodges, with 
the royal arch ·cor the climax: . 

A claim trumpeted through her chosen works, · and by 
her numerous orators, to be the. teacher of religion among 
the arts, has attracted our notice, and the manner in which 
she has perfonried that part of her duty through· the Grand 
Chaplain and the· Grand Chapter of New-York, has been 
fully examiried. What has followed since that, ,I leave· to 
the recollection of the reader . 

.. ~s it, therefore, to be supposed th~t the Free ~ascinry 
ef our country, our lodges, grand lodges, &c. aim at the 
diffusion of infidelity 1" I believe no such thing. This age 
and country could not beat it. But if the emptines~ of Free 
Mnsonry has been in other CO!Jntries, and in other tiines, 
filled to the brim with all that is hostile to reveiation, and to 
sound principles, it will be no recommendation ·to its gene
ral use here ; better throw it away, aa a vessel more ~sed to 
dishonour, than to honour, whatever it might ha-ye been 
made for. 

Not to multiply words, it .is my object in this work 
to Jay before the public, facts and authorities · illustra· 
tive of the nature of· Free Masonry, and its capacity for 
abuse. My quotations have been, . hitherto, almost con
fined to the writers who are admirers of . Free Mason
ry. · IC, from their statements, the reader is. ready to be 
provoked with its ridiculous vanity, and excessive ostenta
tion, he may prepare to be further disgusted with the impie
ty and folly which remains to be discovered. It docs not 
concern the writer what inferences men draw from the cha· 
racter of these documents. It is his duty to. put them in 
these pages ; l~t the readerjudge. If it seem unfriendly to 
the great mn<:Onic body of our country, that is wrong; I 
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am not unfriendly. Having ent~red tl}e lQdge in p~uit of 
light, and finding none, is it unkind to be· instrumental of 
sending a r•y there 1 
· " Perhaps the writer is the blind man, who supposes the 
rest~ mankiad to-.hayc lost their vision, while he himself 
sees clearly 1" 

Once it might have: been so (eared, but times have 
c~. Many doubt tlie excellence of Masonry, who, 
not long since, were-partially auaehed:to it, and they will 
be. glad to ·see what will settJe their doubts. 

Messrs. Barruel. and RobisOB wrote at the same era. 
without mu~al C0118ultation, not having the same sources 
of information, pne a French clergyman, the other ·a Scot
tish professor, and both Free Masons. They came, with 
manifest reluctance, both to the same conclusion : that 
there then existed a conspiracy against all government and 
religion ; that this was mighty through the false guise it es
sum~, and that a principal instrument of its operations 
was Free Masonry, especially the higher degrees. 

Perhaps these were very foolish men, Messrs. B. and R., 
but surely they were le~ed men, candid men, lovers· of 
their coimtry, who had a reverence for truth and religion. 
They give the reasons of their opinions ; they quote their 
authorities,. naming the author and page, like honest peo-
ple ; they both had a wish to rescue British Masonry from 
the condemnation. and fellowship of ~ntinental Masonry, 
and appear ~o be sincerely actuated· with the desire of doing 
good, by giving their labours to th.e public. 
. N evcrtbeless, for thirty years last past, their honoured 
names, through the influence of Free Masonry, have been 
made to stand for ever'j thing that is base·; and so far was 
even the writer of this article carried away by the flood 
of vituperation poured ·after BtiTnlel and Robison, (it is 
with shame, and grief, and indignation, I confess it,) that 
their title-pages were fearful to him ; that wishing calmly 
and candidly to investigate the character of Free Masonry, 
he refused, for months, while in the investigation, to call for 
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their volum~, lest the purity of truth, in. its sources, might 
be contaminated with. the stream11 of &laebood; and it was 
not until an advanced stage o( the inquiry made him bold, 
~at he ventared to drink at their tOuntaids.; profeuor Ro
bison's work never coming into hie hands until December, 
1827, and the Ab~ Banuel'11, then the tint time-for peru· 
tal; and he wu utonishe.t to find they show a manifest 
tebdemell8 toward Ji"ru MfUOIU"!J, levelling ·their shafts 
mainly at her abu8es in the higher degrees. · Then was re~ 
membered the proverb of tl\e 'tpaniel, which 110 respect for 
Free_ Macnwy prevellt;s repeating llere. · 

Oh, it should make one weep to know how the pure mo
tives of these men have 'been blackened ; how the ardUous 
labours. of these patriotic men ·have been- calum~iated ; 
how these honourable names -h~J.ve been slandered by ho
nourable men ; these le8J'Iled names have been traduced by 
le8J'Iled men, and these pious name. have been depreciated 
by pious men ; that the upright have often been conatrained 
to number them with the oW.OOQring of the earth~ 
. • u And what bu. persuaded just men to do 10 foul. wicked
neuT" 

My reader, without m~liee, it is Free MB.sonry; it is Free 
Masonry who has .jaundiced the eyes, has dipped .the ar
rows in gall, and sent them in ftights that have darkened 
heaven. · 

. Rejoice over her, ye righteous! Be glad, Banuel aod 
ltobison I faithful se"ants of your generation ; let your 
hearts exult upon earth ;. your pure spirits tnu,.Ph, if mar
t'rs to the truth, ye have 81Ce1lded to heaven I Your adver
sary is brought low ; ~ wn of Free Masonr}r declines in 
the west, and soon yQUr aames Bball shine, and shine for 
ever, beautifid stars in the firmament of truth I 

The reader shall have a taste of their style. In testifying 
upon this 10bject, the Abbe will begin, and he shall speak 
for hiiDIJel£. One entire ebapter from his work, treating of 
the higher degees of MUOmy, will se"e to declare his opi
nion, and to e~:hibit his interesting manner and amiable 
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splllt. He will aay some things not relevant to ti1e Mason
ry of this country ; something which. the wickedness of" the 
reign 'Of terror"· could better justify'; but let him not be in· 
t~rrupted· or despised. He is not a man to· declare, as un· 
deniably truey what he knows to be a gross error ;• . nor to 
mistake Free Masonry for evangelical truth. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

"The world is in pun 
" Oor aecret. to gain, 

" And sliD let them wonde1' and gaze on; 
" They ne'er can divine 
" The word or the sign, 

" Of a ,Free and an Accepted Mason ; 

" 'Tie this and 'tU that, ' 
" They canno~ tell what, 

" Nor why the great men of the natio)l 
" ShDuld aprom put on, 
" And make themselves ono _ 

" With& Frue and an Accepted Muon."-Oid Stmg. 

Abbe Barruel's 1llemoirs of Jacobinism, vol. ii. p.l52. 

CuAP. IX.-'" During the last twei1ty years it was difti
cult, especially in Paris, to meet perilons who did not be-

" Sovereign inspector general; tradition of the maatcr'11 degree. p. 97. 
of this volume. 
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long to the society o~ Masonry. I was ~uainted with 
many, and some · were my in~ate friends. These, with 
all that zeal comtnon to young adepts, frequently pressed 
me to become one of their brotherhood. As I coDStantly 
refused, they Wldertook to enrol me, notwithstanding my 
refusal. The plan settled, I was invited to . dinner at a 
friend's house, and was the only profane in the midst of a 
large party of Masons. - Dinner over, and the servants 9r
dered to withdraw, it was proposed to form themselves into 
a lodge, and to initiate me. I persisted in my refusal, and 
particularly refused to take the oath of keeping a secret, 
the very object of which was unknown to me. They dis
pensed with the oath, but I still refused. They became 
more pressing, telling me that Masonry was perfectly inno
cent, and that its morality was un~bjectionable ; in reply, I 
asked whether it was better than the Gospel. They only 
answered by forming themselves into a lodge, when began 
all those grimaces and childish ceremonies which 8.re de
scribed in books of MB.sonry, such as Jachin -and Boaz.• 
I attempted to make my escape; but in vain ; the apart
ment was very extensive, the house in a retired situation; 
the servants in the· secret~ and all the doors locke<\. t ·I am 
questioned, and answer most of the questions laughing. I 
am received apprentice, and, immediately after, fellow craft. 
Having. received these two degrees, I was informed that a 
third was to be conferred on me. On this I am conducted 
into a large room. There. the scene chang~, and takes a 
more. serious appearance. And though they dispensed 
with mr undergoing all the more toilsome tests, th~y., never-

------------ -
"' Morg&D'• is u.id tO b~ only a. aacond edition of thil. · ' 

t "Trlllty brother, take care; of eves-dropper. beware; 
" 'TUI a jlllt and a 10lemn occuion ; 

" Give the word and the blow, that worlunen may know, 
"There's one ub to be made a Free Muon." 

Book tf Cllnllitvlillfll, &c. p. ~58. 
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theless, were not sparing in a multitude of tiresome and in· 
significant questions. 

" On fi.n'ding myself obliged to go. through this farce, I 
had t~ken care to say; that since they had cut off every 
means of retreat, I was forced tQ submit ; but that if I per
ceived any thing, either against honour or conscience, they 
should soon find with whom they had to deal. · 

"As yet I had only perceived a mere childish_ play and 
burlesque ceremonies, in spite of atl the gravity which the 
brethren affected : but I had given no -offenCe by any of my 
answers. At lengt!l ·the" venerable, with the utmost gra
vity, put the folloWing question: • Brother, are you disposed 
to execute all the orders of the grand master, though you 
were to receive contrary orders from a king, an emperor, 
or any other sovereign whatever?' My answer was,' No.' 
-' What, no,' replies the venerable · with surprise! " Are 
you only entered among us to betray out secrets! Would 
you hesitate between the interests of Masonry, and those 
of the profane? You are not aware, then, that .there. is 
not one of our swords but is ready to pierce the heart of a 
traitor. • Notwithstanding the gravity with which this 
question was put, and the menaces which accompanied it, I 
could not persuade myself that he was in earnest-; but I 
still continued to answer in the negative, and replied, as 
may easilY' be imagined, ' that it was rather extraordinary 
to suppose that I, who had only been brought in by force, 
could ever have come there in order to betray the secrets of 
Masonry. You talk of secrets, and you have told me none. 
If, in order to be initiated, I must promise to obey a man 
that I know not, and if the interests of Masonry can be a 
bar to any part of my duty, good day to you, gentlemen. 

* The most worshipful master. All this I!Cene shows the licentioumess 
of French Masonry; but they used it for its worth; the game of the gay, 
and the tool of the selfish. 
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It is not too late as yet. I know nothing of your mysteries, 
nor do I wish to 'know more of them.' 

" This answer did not disconcert the venerable in the least, 
and he continued to act his part perfectly well ; he preued 
me more earnestly, and. renewed his threats. · I certainly 
believed the whole to be a farce ; but even in joke I would 
not promise obedience to their grJ!.Dd maater, especially on 
the supposition that his commands could ever be contrary 
to those of the sovereign. I replied once more, • Gentle· 
m~n, or brethren, I told you before, that if there was any 
thing in ·your games, either agaibst honour or CODBcience, 
you should learn whom you had to deal ~th. We are now 
come to the point. You may do what you please with me, 
but you shall never make me assent to such a proposition ; 
and once more I say, no.' . Every . one kept the moat pro
found silence, except the venerable, though they were much 
amused with the acene. 

" ·It at length grew more serious between the· venerable 
and me. He would not give up the point ; and, renewing 
his question over and over again, he was in hopes, by tiring 
my patience, to extort a YEs. At length I found myself 
quite wearied out. . I was blindfolded. I tore off the ban
dage, threw it upon the ground, and stamping my foot, 
called out No, with every sign of impatience. Immediate
ly the whole lodge· clap their hands .in sign of applause, 
~d the venerable compliments me on my constancy.
' Such are the men for us, men of re&olution and courage.' 
-' What,' said I, ' men of resolution ! And how ma
ny do you find who resist your threats! You, your
selves, gentlemen, have not you all said YES to this ques
tion; and if you have said it, how is it possible that you 
can persuade me that your mysteries contain nothing 
against hono~r or conscience?' 

"The tone I assumed had thrown the lodge into confusion. 
The brethren surrounded me, telling me I had taken things 
too much in earnest, and in too literal a sense: that . they 
never had pretended to engage in any thing contrary to thf' 

.. 
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duties of every true Frenchman, and that in spite of all my 
resistance, I should nevertheless be admitted. The vene
rable 1100n restored order with-a few strokes of his malleL 
He then informed me that I was passed to the degree of 
Mater, adding, that if the secret was not given to me, it 
was only because a more regular lodge, and neld with .the 

· ordinary ceremonies, was necessary on such an occasion. 
In the mean while he gave. me the signs and the pass-words 
fOr the third degree, as he had done (or the other two. • 
This was sufficient to enable me to be admitted. into a re
gular lodge, and now we were all brethren. As for me, I 
had been metamorphosed into apprentice,feUOUJ-craft, and 
atUter, in one evening, without hav!ng ever dreamt of, it in 
the morning. 

" I was too well acquainted with those who had receivetl 
me, not to believe their protestation sincere, when they de
clared that they had never pretended to engage in any thing 
contrary to their duty. And injustice I am bound to de
clare, that, excepting the venerable, who turned out a vio
lent Jaeobin, they all showed themselves loyal subjects at 
the Revolution. I promised to be present at a regular meet
iag, provided the oath was never mentioned to me. They 
promised that it never should be insisted on, and thev kept 
their word. They only requested that I would UmCI'ibe my 
Aame on the list, that it might be sent to the Grand Lodge 
of the EasL I refused again, and asked time to consider 
of it ; and when I had sufficiently attended to see what 
these lodges were, I retired, without even consenting to in
scribe my name. 

"On my first appearance· in a regular lodge, I was quit 
for a fiDe speech on Masonry, of which I knew but little at 

• "Here'• words, and here'• •ign•, and here's proble11111 and line.t~, 
" ADd here'• room too for deep apeculation; 

"Here virtue and tra.tlt [! !] are taupt to tile youth, 
"When fint be'• called up to a Muon." 

Bool& ef Conlfihltionll/ Mqr. ed. 179!. p. !.58. 
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that time, sG dwelt <;hiefty upon &aternity, and on the plea· 
sore of living with brethren. 

"They had agreed on that day to receive an apprentice, 
who was to have the secret given him with all the ordinary 
forma, in order that I might learn it, though only a specta-

. tor. It woula be -useless to sweU this chapter by describing 
the ceremonial and the trials on such occasiORB. · In the 
first degrees, they appear to be nothing more than childish 
play. I may refer my readers to the Key of Masonry, (La 
Clef de ~ons,) or to the Free Muons' Catechism, and 
10111e other books of the sort, which are perfectly exact as 
to the eeremonial of the three degrees, which I received, 
and saw conferred upon others, excepting in some small 
points of no consequence." 

"The grand object for me was to learn the famous secret 
of Masonry. The moment at length comes when the pos
tulant is ordered to approach nearer to the venerable. 
Then the brethren who had been armed with swords for 
the eceasion, drawing up in two lines, held their swords ele
vated, leaning the points toward each other, and formed 
what, in Masonry, is called the arch of steel. The eandi
dllte p888es under this arch to a sort of altar, elevated on 
two steps, at the farthest end of the lodge. The master, 
aeated in an arm chair, or a sort of throne, behind this altar, 
preneunced a long discourse on the inviolability of the se
eret which was to be imparted, and on the danger of break
iftg the oath which the candidate was going to take. He 
pointed to the naked swords, which were alwa11 ready to 

• "Hail, myatic art ! by he& no dlllliped 
aT~ cultinte and oheer the miDcl ; 
"Thy aecrebl are to all unknown, 
"Bat Muo1111 jut and true alone. 

CAorw. .. TileD let • .n dleir praiiM .... 
"FeDon to peuaat, prillce, or kiar·" 

BIIM tf ~ f/ Ji&ll, eel. 17Qt. p.~!. 
I 



pierce tbe breast of the traitor, and declared:to him that it 
wu impouible to eecape their ve~J8e80ce. The na,didaa 
then swears, "that rather than betray the seeret, he COII

Hnts to have his head cut off, hit! heart and entrails tolD 
out, and his uhes cut before the wind.' Having taken 
the oath, the master said the following words to him, whicla 
the reader may euily conceive have not escaped my memo
ry, as I ~d expected them with so much impatience,' My 
dear brother, the secret of Masonry eonaiats in theee wog, 
Ltberly tlllll Equality: till men are free tiiU1 eqUtJl: all 
Mm are breiMM.' The master did not utter another syU. 
ble, and every body embraced ihe new brother, eqwil alt4 
free. The lodge broke up, and we gaily adjoumed to a 
masonic repast. 

" I was so far from suspecting any further meaning in 
this famous secret, that 1 could scarcely rehin fiom bunJt. 
ing into a fit of laughter on hearing it ; and with the great• 
est Simplicity, told those who had introduced me, if that 
w&s all their secret, I had known it a long time. • 

" And certainly there was no occasion for beiag a masen~ 
to learn that man is not born for slavery, but to enjoy a 
true liberty, under the empire of the laws ; or if they un· 
derstand by equality, that as we are the children of one 
common parent, the creatures of the same God, we are to 
love and help each other as brethren ; such truths certainly 
are better taught in the gospel, than by the childish rites of 
Masonry. I must say, that though the lodge was nume
rously attended, I did not see a single craftsman who gave 
any other interpretation to this famous seereL The reader 
will aee that it was necessary to go through many other de
grees, before they were initiated into a very ddferent liberty 

* The Ab~'a eurpriae and mirth at the 1ecrd are pert'ectly natural; yet 
that adopted by the French wu 10 much added to our Free Muonry. 
They deaired to baYe a _,.,; and Free M..-ry filmillliDg DCIIHI MGipt 
itll __._ .,..,.,.. and pt111 _., it would IIIMIIIl that the politioal ~~&no
eN of Fra.- u&ii1J;r •iad upoa tbil : "Libeny ud Equlity." 
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.and equality; and even that many who rose to higher do
·grees, were never initiated into the ultimate 1enae of their 
.fiunous secret. 

"Let not people be surprised that English Masonry should 
be chiefly composed of good and loyal subjects, wh011e 
main object is mutually to help each other on the pri.nct
ples of equality, which with them is nothing more than fra
ternity. Few English craftsmen are acquainted with more 
than the three first degrees already mentioned ; and the 
reader may rest aasured, that with tbe exception 9f the im
prudent question• on obedience to the grand master of the 
·order, there is nothing which can render the secret dan
gerous, were it not for the J acobin interpretation. The 
English good sense has banished such an explanation. I 
have even heard of a resolution taken by some af the chief 
craftsmen, of rejecting all those who might seek to intro
duce the revolutionary liberty among them. I have read 
most excellent discourses and lectures on the avoiding of 
abuses in the history of Masonry. I have there seen the 
grand master telling the brethren, that the true equality of 
the craft does not authorize the brother, when out of the 
lodge, to derogate from that respect and deference due to 
the rank which any person bears in the world, or their dif. 
ferent political degrees Wld titles. I have also remarked, 
in the secret instructions of the grand master, many excel
lent lectures, to conciliate the liberty and equality of the 
craft with fidelity and submission to the laws, in short, with 
all the duties of a loyal subject. 

" Hence it arises, that though the English hue every thing 
in common with the craft of other nations, as far o.s the de
gree of master inclusive ; though they have the same se
cret, t the same word, and the same signs to know each 
other by, yet as they generally stop at this degree, they 

• Tbat g a que.tioo not put in the lodge. of America. 
t Do the loc~J- of Eogfud generally 11111> ,. Liberty and Equality" for 

tllair aeeret? I had BUppoeed thi8 originated i.o rnolutiOil&IJ FIUIC8. 



never are initiated 'into the grand mysteries, or we lhould, 
perhaps, be more correct, if we eaid they had rejected 
them. They have found means of purifying Masonry. 
We shall soon see how little.grand mysteries could agree 
with .the ehara~ter of a nation which hu given eo many 
proo& of. its wisdom."* 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

AbW Barrwl's Memoirs of Jacobinism, vol. ii. p. 158.-
0f the Grq;nil . Mysteries, or S~ets of the Occult 
Lodge1. 

" WE comprehend, under the designation of occult lodges, 
or the higher degrees of Masonry, all Free Masone in 
general, who, after having paaeed the first three degreea of 
apprentice,fellow craft, and master, show sufficieqt zeal to 
be admitted into the higher degrees, where the veil ie rent 
asunder, where emblematical and allegorical figures are 
thrown aside, and where the two-fold principle of liberty 
and equality ie unequivocally explained by war agamft 

• The AbW wrete iD Loaclcm, ud felt gratafbl for Eqlilb bellpitality 
to himlelf' IDii to u/ellow ailw. 



••• auaum.'s vmwa c,_,_.,.,...,,_......,..,.._..,...._l,, 
1o Ur&ollllratiag thu•eais the 'renlt. o1 t1r.e gnncl•JM
riea of the enft. it wiJJ not be t.M want, bat tbe mw..
oity of proofi, thu will emlturus -. Theee alone wOUld 
611 a Jar volume; IDd we wish to comprile them in this 
chapter. The reader will at least dilpenae with the eaar 
blems, oaths, ceremonies, and trials, which are peculiar to 
each of these higher degrees. To show their lut object, 
and to develope their doctrine, is the e.eotial point, and 
what we shaD always have iri view. · We shall begin by ge
neral obee"atioajl., which will enUle the reader. to follow 
theBe mysteries more· accurately, according u they are ex
plained • 

. " N otwithstandiDg that in the fint degrees of Muomy 
every thing appe8l8 to partake of. puerile inventions, they, 
nevertheless, contain many things which the . sect have 
thrown out, merely to obse"e the impression which they 
made on the young adepts, and to judge from thence to 
what lengths they may be led. 

"' 1st. It declare~ the grand object it has in view, to be at 
one time tlte raiftng of templu to ~. and the ezct.lt)(J

tiag dungeons for mce; at another, to bring the adepts to 

liglat, and deliver them from the darkness Mth which the 
pr~fane are encompassed, and by the profane are under
stood the reJBainder of the universe. This promise is con
tained in the first Catechism of the craft, and none will 
deny it. Nevertheless, this promise alone sofliciently· indi
cate& that the craft acknowledge a morality, ad teach a 
doctrine which brands Chriet and his Gospel with error ud 
darknea. 

" 2d.· The masonic and Christian era do not coincide. 

• The Will made of Muonry to di.emiDate the doctrin•.wh018 praeti· 
ealltiiGlta wen moumfbUJ ahibi&ed in the J'nDob ~-~ dli.l 
eztn.ordina11l•ugaap, u appliecl, at tlaat da7, to 1M llr.dlrt tJI ~ 
Muomy. 
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Be yesr of ligltl d&tes with them from tb& finrt days of 
the creation. This, again, is what no Maaoo will deny. 
But this custom clea.rly demonstrates that their ~ltt1, their· 
MOralttJ, and th~ir religioul doctrilw, are anterior to the 
Evangelical Revelation, 'Or even to Moses and the pro• 
pheis; they will, in short, be, whatever incredulity may 
pleaae to style the Religion of Nature . 

.. 3d. In the masonic language, all their lodge. are but one 
temple representing the whole universe ; the temple which 
e1:tends from ·the etJBt to the we1t, fram the 1outl& to the 
1tortk. They admit into this temple, with equal indiffe
rence, the Christi8Jl or the Jew, the Turk or the idolator; 
in fine, without distinction of sect or religion. All equaJly 
hehold the light, all learn the science of' virtue, of real hap
piness, and all may remain members of the craft, and rise 
in its degrees up to that where they are taught, that all 
religious tenets are but errors and prejudices. Though 
many Masons may view this re-union in no 'other light than 
that of universal charity and benevolence, which ought to 
extend to all mankind, whether Jew, Gentile, Idolator, or 
Christian, it is, nevertheless, much to be feared, that this re
union of error and falsehood, only tends to infuse an indi(.. 
ference for all religious tenets into the mind of the adepts, 
aa a preparatory step to the denial of all, in the higher de
grees. 

"4th. It is always under the most dreadful oaths of secre
cy, that the Free Masons communicate their pretended 
lights, or their art of building temples to virtue, and dun
geons for vice. . When both truth and virtue had every 
thing to fear from the reigning tyrants, it may be conceived 
that they taught their lessons in private;· but, so far from 
exacting an oath of lleerecy, they condemned silence as cri
minal, when their lesiJOns could be made public, and com
manded that what had been learned under the shadow of the 
night, should be preached openly at noon day. Either the 
docttinee of the craft are conformable to the laww of Chris-
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tianity, to the peace of states, and conducive to virtue and 
happiness; (and then what has it ~ad to fear from kings 
and pontdfs since Christianity was el!tablished ?) or, their 
pretended science is in opposition to the religion and the 
laws of the Christian world, (and then we have o~yto say, 
that the evil ~oer seeks to hide himself.) 

"5th. Most certainly the Free Masons -do not make a se
cret of what is praiseworthy in their llBSociation. It is not 
that fraternal atfection for their neighbour which they hide, 
and which they only have in common with every religious 

· obse"er of the gospel. Neither do they make a secret of 
the sweets of that convivial equality which .accompanies 
their meetings, and their fraternal repasts. On the contra· 
ey, they are perpetually extolling their benevolence, and 
nobody is ignorant of the conviviality of their entertain
ments. Their secret must, therefore, contain something 
widely different from this fraternity, and something less in
nocent than the mirth of the masonic table; 

" Such language, in general, might have been held to all 
masons; such reasonings might have made them suspect that 
the higher degrees of their assoeiation contained mysteries, 
which it was far more interested in hiding, than their fra
ternity, their signs, and pass-words. 

"That affected secrecy on the first principles of Masonry, 
liberty and equality, the oath never to reveal that such was 
the ·basis of the doctrines, premised that there exist~ such 
an explanation of these words, as the sect was interested in 
hiding, both from the state and church. And in reality it 
was "to attain to this expl!lilation of the last mysteries, that 
so many trials, oaths, and degrees, were necessary. 

•• To convince the reade~ how much these surnJses are 
realized in the occult lodges, it is necessary for us to go 
back to the degree of master, and relate the allegorical 
story, of which the successive explanations and interpreta
tions form the profound mysteries of the higher degrees. 

" In this degree of master Mason, the lodge is hung rou.nd 



OF FREE MASONRY. 28!) 

· with black. In the middle is a coffin covered with a pall ; 
the brethren standing round it in attitudes denoting sorrow 
and revenge. • When the new adept is admitted, the mas
ter relates to him the following history or fable. 

"Adoniramt presided over the payment of the workmen 
who were building the temple by Solomon's orders. They 
were three thousand workmen. Thet each one might re
ceive his due, Adoniram divided them into three classes, 
apprentices, fellow-crafts, and masters. He intrusted each 
class with a word, signs, and a grip, by which they might be 
recognised. Each class was to preserve the greatest se
crecy as to these signs and words. Three of the fellow
crafts, wishing to know the word, and by that means 
obtain the salary of master, hid themselves in the tem
ple, and each posted him~elf at a different gate. At the 
usual time, when Adoniram came to shut the gates of the 
temple, the first of the three met him, and demanded the 
word of the masters : Adoniram refused to give it, and re
ceived a violent blow with a stick on his head. He flies to 
another gate, is met, challenged, and treated in a similar 
manner by the second: flying to the third door, he is killed 
by the fellow-craft posted there, on his refusing to betray 
the word. His assassina~ buried him under a heap of rub. 
bish, and marked the spot with a branch of Acacia. 

"Adoniram's absence gave great uneasiness to Solomon 
and the masters. He is sought for every where; at length 

* Tbia il not lbe JD&DDer of American lodp pDerally ; but tbt.t il no 
rea... wby it may DOt bue been the IIWUiel' of the Freuch. Tbe wbole 
atreagth of the d.,. Ji.lo ill eft"ec:t On the mind of the candidate: the 
room ~in mourning would lltlengthen that which il weak at the best. 

t The huty apirit may be ready here to triumph in the error of the Abbe ; 
but be wu a ahrewd man, and an obMrviDr Muon. It il not euy to find 
him miltakea in a fact. The French lodp vary from oun in many par
ticular~ ; and the Abbe repr-tl them u U1iq thi. name in common 
with that of Hiram, to exemplify the dootriuee of the third decree. So 
d011 Webb in the lueft"ahle degreea.~Free Mcuom' l•fonitor, part ii. c. J. 
180!. 
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one of the mBBters discovers the corpse, and, taking it by 
the finger, the finger . parted from the hand; he took it by 
the wrist, and !t parted from the arm; when the master, in 
astonishment, cried out Mac Benac, which the craft inter· 
prets by ' the flesh parts from the ·bones.' 

" Lest Adoniram should have revealed the ·word, the mas· 
ters convened and agreed to change it, and to substitute 
the words Mac Benac ;"' sacred words, . that Free Masons 
dare not pronounce out of the lodges, and there each o,nly 
pronounces one syllable, leaving his neighbour to pronounce 
the other. 

"The history finished, the adept is informed, that the 
object of the degree he has just received· is ·to recover the 
word lost by the death of Adoniram, and to revenge this 
martyr of the masonic secrecy. The generality of Ma
sons, looking upon this history as no more than a fable, and 
the ceremonies as puerile, give themselves very little trou
ble in searching farther into these mysteries. 

"These sports, however, assume a more serious aspect 
when we arrive at the degree of elect. t This de
gree is subdivided into · two parts ; the first has the re
venging of Adoniram for its object, the other, to recover the 
word, or rather the sacred doctrine which it expressed, and 
which hBB been lost. 

" In this degree of elect, all the brethren appear dressed 
in black, wearing a breBBt-piece on the left side, on which 
is embroidered a death's head, a bone, and a poniard, en
circled by the motto of conquer or die. The sanie motto 
is embroidered on a ribbon which they wear in saltier. 
Every thing breathes death and revenge. ·The candidate 
is led into the lo,dge blind-folded, with bloody gloves on his 
hands. An adept, with a poniard in his hand, threatens to 

* This is the word of .the ancimU. 
t D&lcho gives two degrees of elect. One, Elect Knights of 9, the other 

of 15; and a third, called ~nblime Knight Elected. 

~ 
I 
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run him through the heart for the ·crime with which he' is 
accused. After varioua frights, be obtains his life, on condi
tion that be will revenge the father of Masonry in the death 
of his 11111assiu. He is shown to a dark cavern.. He is tope
aetrate into ii, and they call to him, strike all that shall OJ> 
pose you; enter, defend yourself, and avenge our master; 
at that price you shall receive the degree of elect. A 
poniard in his right hand, a lamp in his left, he. proceeds ; a 
phantom opposes his passage, he· hears the same voice re
pea.t, strike, avenge Hiram, there is his assassin. He strikes, 
and the blood flows. Strike otf his head, the voice repeats, 
and the head of the corpse is lying at his feet. He seizes it 
by the hair, • and triumphantly carries it back, as a proof of 
his victory ; shows it to each of the QI-ethren, and is judged 
worthy of a new degree. 

" I have questioned divers Masons whether this appren
ticeship to ferocity and murder had never given them the 
idea, that the head to be cut off was that of kings, and they 
candidly owned, that the idea had never struck them until 
the revolution had convinced them of the fact. t 

* The reader may euily conoe.iYe, that this corpae is no more than a 
mannikin cootainiug bladders full of ~lood. 

t ONervatioDII on the degree of elected knighta.-Wt66'• .Monil«', NW~
York, A. D. lOO!.p. !36. Degr" t( Dalclw, No.9. Of F. Jl. L. No. 19. 
on the list of degrees. 

" The muter rep-til Solomon aeated in the eut with a table before 
him eorJerefl fl1ilh blcrcl. All the brethren mDIIt be droaed in black, and their 
hats Bapped. with a broad black ribbon from the left moulder to the right 
kip, on the lower part of which are nine red rose~, four on each llicl.e, and 
one at the bottom, to which is 1111pe11ded i. poniard. · The apron~ are white, 
lmed with black. 1peclded with blood; on the flap a bloody arm, with a 
poniard, and on the area a bloody arm, holding by tho hair a bloody head." 
[Daughter of the night! what is next?) 

"Near to thelodp il a 1111all, dark plaoe,repreaeoting a cavern, in which 
i• placed a lamp, a plaoe representing a 1pring with a buin to hold water, 

. and a table on which are laid a poniard, and a reproaentation of a bloody 
head. aa jUJt eenred from the body. Ncar the table a larre ltone to lit 
on, and below the lamp, in capital letters, VJ:IfGE.\:sc:;s."-1"ide .46dvetion 
af WillUim .Morgan. 
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"It was the same with respect to the religious part of this 
degree, where the adept is at once pontiff.and sacrificer 
with the rest of the brethren. Vested in the ornaments of 
the priesthood, they offer bread and wine, • according to the 
order of Melchisedec. The secret object of this ceremony 
is to re-establish religious equality, and to exhibit aU men 
equally priests and pontiftit, to recall the brethren to natural 
religion, and to persuade them that the religion of M01es, 
and of Christ, had violated religious liberty and equality by 
the distinction of priests and laity. It was 'the revolution 
again which opened the eyes of many of ~he adepts, \fho 
then owned that they had been dupes ·to · this impiety, as 
they had been to the regicide essay in the former part.t 

" " The NMt Ptrfed thea pJ'81811ta the eandidate with bread and wiDe, 
aaymr, eat of thil bread with me, alld driDk of the 1a111e cap," ITA-F. Jrl • 
.Mrmilor, 1802, p. !63. 

t "Were we lees rigoroua as to our proofil, we should treat iD thil place of 
the degree called the KnighU tf the Sui&. But we are only acquainted 
with it through the medium of the Voile I..ev6, (thneil railed up,) a work 
of the Abbt! Le Fnnc, certa.inly a mau of the gre&test virtue aud un
doubted veracity, and ODe of thOBB Ecclesiutict, who preferred falling 
under the butchering poDiarda of the Beptembrizen, to betraying their re- , 
ligion. But tbil author bas neglected to lnform ue from what eoa,_ he 
had drawn hil documents on the Masonic degree1. Belide, we cao re
:mark, that he wa.a not lnlfficiently acquainted with the origin of MasonrY, 
which he only trace. back to Socinua. Hil knowledge alao of the Scotch 
degree~, appear& to have been acquired from inaccurate tranala&ioris, which 
our French authore had vitiated, according to their reapectin pal'pOIBL 

" On the other side, we know for certain, that thil de1ree of Knight of 1M 
Sun, [!8th of Dalcho,] il a modern creation. Ita author il to be known 
by his Teutonic etyle. If we are to belieYe what we hav'e been told, it owes 
its origin to one of thOBB philosopbiats of very high life, who 'W&II too much 
attached to the high. l'&Dk which he eujoyed, to adopt any other equality, 
th&D that which applied to the M&eonic feasts aud their impiety. And 
nothing is to be found in this degree, which militatea ~gainlt the throne. 
It i1 much too penrpicuous for many MUODS, who would ha'e been die
gusted with any thing but emblematical 6guree, suacep&ible of various ex
planationa. Nevertheleea, we were acquainted with II!Ver&l of theae 
KnighU t( 1M $un in France. This defree was only given to BOch of the 
adepts wh01e impiety was unequivocal. It was rather a derree of modem 
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" These mysteries are not sufficiently explained in the de
gree of elect for all to comprehend .them. The generality 
of Masons initiated in this degree, give tbeJDIIelves little 

phi1010phiBJD, than of ancient Masonry. Under tltat point of view it i• 
worthy of notice ; but we only give the following accoant, u an extract 
from the Abbe Le Franc'• work. 

"' When initiated into this higher degree, it W&B DO longer poaible 'for the 
adept to di~~~emble with himself how incompatible the Maaooic code wae 
with the lllighteat ·remnant of Chriatianity. Here £he malter of the lodge 
ia etyled .fdam, whilet the introducer take~ the name of YlriiM, (Truth.) 
The following are pvt of the lectures which brother YeritGI repeatll to the 
new adept, while recapitulating all the allegoriet1 wb.ich he haa ~n in the 
former parte of Masoory.-[See Robi~t~n'• Proof• of 4 Ctmlpiracy, pp. 34. 
101. 1!3.] "Leam;in the firet place, that tlie three implementl with which 
you have been made acquainted, the Bible, the Compa~~ee, and the Square, 
have a IIBCiret lignification anknown to you. By the Bible, you are to un
derstand, that you are to acknowle.dge no other Jaw than that of Ad&m, 
the law which the Almighty had epgrav~d on hia heart, and tliiJl u wh4l u 
called the LAW OJ' NATun. The Compasses recall to your mind that 
God iB the central point of every thing, lro~icb every thing iB equally 
diltant, aqd to which every thing iB equally near. · By the Square we leam, 
that · od baa made every thing equaL The Cubic Stone, that all ywr IIC

tiom are equal wilh rupect to the •overeign good. The death .of Hiram, and 
the change of the maater'a word, teach you, that it iB dillicult to eecape the 
snaree of ignorance, but that it iB your duty to llhow the ~&~pe courage u 
our muter Hira.m, who sulf'ered himself to be ma.III&Cl8d, ra.ther than 
hearken to the penuuion1 of his aasuaiDs.' 

" Tho m011t 8116ntial part of thiB discourse, iB the explanation which bro
ther Y eritGI giv01 of the degree of Elect. Amonget others we read the 
following linea : · · · 

"• If yon aak me what are the necessary qnalitiee to enable a Mason to 
arrive atthe centre of real perfection? I shall answer, that in order to attain 
it, be muet ha.ve crushed the he&d of the serpent of worldly ignor&Qee, &Qd 
han t:tUt off those prejudie01 of youth concerning the myateriee of the pre
dominant religion of bia native country. .tU religiow wor•hip being only 

in~~tnled, in lwpu of aequiring ptneer, and to gain preettlmcy llfllllng men : 
and by 4 •Wih which covet•, under the f!Jlle pretence rf piety, iU neighbour'• 
ridla; in fine, by glattony, the daughter of hypocrisy, who, atmining eve
ry nerve to restrain the carnal sense• of those who poaseaa richea perpe
tually offer to them, on the altar of their hearts, holocausts, which voluptu
OU8DOI8, luxury, and perjury, have procured for them. This, my dear bro
\ber, is what you have to combat, such is the mon~ter you have to crush 
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trouble to understand the real signification of them ; and 
as long as they have any sentiments of religion, or attach
ment to their prince, they reject with indignation, all inter
pretations which militate against either. Many of them are 
dnsgusted with the mukiplicity of trials, and are content .to 
remain in the inferior degrees, which suffice to give th~m 
the title. of Masons, admit them to all masonic repasts, and 
even entitle them to the alms and benefactions which the 
lodges bestow on their indigent brethren. 'fhose whose 
zeal is not cooled by this multiplicity of trials, are generally 
admitted from the degree of fii(Uter, or from that of elect, 
to the three Scotch degrees. We shall not seek for the 
history and tendency of these three degrees in books which 
have been written to discredit the craft. The German 
adept who translated them into his -language for the in
struction· of his brethren, is one of the most zealous knights 
for the doctrine therein contained. His whole genius is 
exerted in their defence, nor could we follow a more unex
ceptionable author. His object was to infuse light into 
his brethren; and we, profane beings, may draw the. fol· 

under the emblem of tbe serpent. It u a faithful reprumlatfon of that 
rchidtlht sgnorantvulgaradore untkr the name of religion. 

"• It waa the profane and timid Abiram, who, triiJlsformed by a fanatic 
JJeal inlo .a tool of the mtnt.1cilh and religiOIU ritu, struck the first blows on 
the breast of our father Hiram ; that ill to say, who sapped the foundations 
of the celestial temple, which the ETEaNU had himaelf erected upon earth 
to sublime virtue. 

•" • The first age of the world witneued wh11t I &!Bert. The mOIIt simple 
law of nature rendered our first fathers the happiest of mortals. The 
monster Pride appeam on ea•th, he bellows, he is heard b;y men, and by the 
happy mortals of those d&ys. He promilles them happineu in another life, 
and persuades them by his mellifiuous words, that he taught men to adore 
the Eternal Creator of iJlltlting•in a more utemive and morti rpeeial manner, 
than any person had do!ltl before on ea.rth. Thu hydrll with an hundl'!ld heads, 
millled and millleads those men who are subject to its ·la'ws, and will conti· 
nue its deceptions until the moment when the true Eltct &hall appear to 
co~bat and crush it entirely.'" (See the degreu rif Knightsof the Sun.) 

"Such doctrine needs no comment." 
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lowing conclusion from .his lectures. (See the Scotch De
grees, printed at Stoclcholm; 1784.) 

"~very Mason who wi~hes to be admitted into the Scotch 
degrees, and even into all other degrees of Masonry, is first 
taught that, until that period, he has lived in slavery, and it 
is on that account only, that he is admitted into -the pre
sence of the other brethren' With a rope about his neck, 
praying that he may be delivered from • his bonds. But 
when he aspires at the third Scotch degree, or at becoming 
a knight of St. Andrew, he must appear in a far more bu. 
miliatiog costume. The candidate is shut up in a dark 
cell, a rope with four slip knots is twisted round his neck, 
he is stretched out upon the floor; there~ by the dull light 
of a twinkling lamp, he is abandoned to himself to medi
tate on the wretched state of slavery in which he exists, and 
to learn Ji"QQ>erly to estimate the value of liberty. At 
length one of the brethren comes and introduces him to 
the lodge, leading him by the rope, holding a drawn sword 
in his right hand, as if meant to run him through the heart, . 
in· case he made any resistance.• After having undergone 
a long examination, and particularly after having sworn on 
the salvation of his soul, never to reveal the secrets with 
which he is intrusted, he is declared free. -~~would be use
less to enumerate. aU the different oaths ; it is sufficient to 
say, that each degree, and subdivision of degree, has its pe· 
culiar oath,' and that ·they are aU frightful ; all call the ven
geance of God and of the brotherhood o~ the unhappy 
man who shall betray their secret. In future, then, we 
shall only treat of the doctrine of these secrets. (Vide 
Morgan.) 

* " Once I wu blind and could not eee, 
" And all waa dark around ; 

" But Providence did pity me, 
"And soon a mend I found ; 

" Through sedret path.l my friend me led ; 
"Such paths as babblers never tread." 

Boolctf C11n1.'!{ .Mau. 179!. p. 278. 
Cupitdfrom llhiman Restm. 
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"In the first degree of Scotch knighthood the adept is in
formed, that he hu been elevated to the dignity of higk 
priut. He receives a sort of benediction · in the name of 
the immortal and invi8ible Jehovah, and in future it is under 
that title that he is to adore th~ Deity, becar.ue the significa· 

. tion of Jxaov.w i•far moreexprusive than that of AooNAI. 
~· In . this first degree he receives the masonic science 

only 88 descending from Solomon and Hiram, and revived 
by the Knights ·Templars. But in the second degree he 
learns, that it is to be traced to Adam himself, and hu been 
handed down by Noah, Nimrod, Solomon, Hugo de Paga
nis, the founder of the Knights Templars, and Jaques de 
Molay, their lut grand master, who, each in their turns, 
had been favourites of Jehovah, arid are styled the masonic 
sages. At length, in the third degree, it is revealed to him, 
that the celebrated word, lost· by the death of Hiram, was 
this name of Jehovah. It was found, he is told, by the 
Knights Templars, at the time when the Christian!! were 
building a church at Jerusalem. In digging the founda
tions in that part on. which the holy of holies of Solomon's 
temple formerly stood, they discovered three stones, which 
had- formerly been parts of the foundation. The form and 
junction of these three stones drew th.e attention of the · 
Templars ; and their astonishment was extreme when they 
beheld the name of Jehovah engraved on the last. This 
was the famous word lost by the death of Adoniram. The 
Kn~hts Templars, on their return to Europe, took great 
care not to lose so. precious a monument. They carried 
them into Scotland, taking particular care Qf that which 
bore the name of Jehovah. The Scotch sages, on their 
part, were not forgetful of the respect due to such precious 
mouuments ; they made them the foundation stones of their 
first lodge ; and as these first stones were laid on St. An
drew's day, they took the name of Knights of St. Andrew. 
Their· successors are intrusted with the secret, and are at 
this day the perfect masters of Free Masonry, the high 
priests or Jehovah. 
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" If we lay aside the hermetical part of the science, or 
the transmtAtation of metals, such will be, in substance, the 
whole doctrine which is revealed to the adept initiated in 
the grand mysteries of the Scotch degrees. 

" In a sort of catechism, to which he answers, to show 
that he has remembered every thing that he has seen, and 
aU that has been explained to him in the lodge, or, as it is 
then called, in Solomon's temple, the following qoestion is 
asked : l1 tl&at all you have seen? To whick he aniWera, I 
have seen many other things, but, lilce the other Scptch tNU· 

terl, I keep them secret in my heart. This secret hence
forth cannot be difficult to Wlderst~d. It is only to view 
the Scotch master in his new chaiacter .of High Priest of 
Jehovah, or of that worship, that pretended Deism, which 
we have been told was successively the religion. of Adam, 
Noah, Nimrod, Solomon, Hugo de Paganis.,' of the Grand 
Master Molay, and of the Knights Templars, and which, 
at this day, is to constitute the religion of the complete 
Master Mason. 

''These mysteries might have sufficed for the adepts. All 
who ' had obtained the Scotch degrees were declared free 
in future, and atl were equally priests of Jehovah. This 
priesthood ridded them of all the mysteries of the Gospel, 
and of all revealed religion. That liberty and happiness, 
which the sect declares to consist in the revival of Deism, 
~>ufficiently instils into the mind of the adept what he is to 
think of Christianity, and of its divine Author. Neverthe
less, the grand mysteries are not exhausted. The adepts 
still have to discover who was the person that wrested the 
Word, the. famous name of Jehovah, from their predeces- . 
sors; that is to say, who it was that destroyed their favourite 
worship of Deism. It was but too e\•ident, that the whole 
fable of Hiram, or Adoniram, and of his assassins, was no 
more than an allegory, the explan~ti?n of which must na
turally answer the question, who is the real assassin of 
Adoniram 1 By whom was the Deistical form of worship 
de~troyed ? "'ho was it that wrested the famous word 

38 
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from the sect? He is the person against whom the ven
geance and the hatred of the sect is directed ; and it was 
necessary to instil the same spirit into the minds of its pro
found adepts. To effectuate this, we ascend to a new de
gree, called the Knights Rosce Cruci8, or the Rosicrucians.• 
- "'It is, certainly, a most atrocious blasphemy, to accuse 

Christ of having destroyed, by his religion, the doctrine of 
the unity of God ; when, on the contrary, the most evident 
and the most attested of all facts is, that to his religion we 
owe the banishment of thousands and thousands of false 
gods, which the idolators had ma:de to themselves. The 
gospel, in declaring the ~nity of God, teaches us the trinity 
of persons; but this mystery, like aU others which we learn 
from revelation, humbles the sophisters in their own minds. 
Fraught :.nth ingratitude against him who has cast the 
idols in the dust, they have sworn an eternaJ hatred against 
the eternal Word, because he reveals a God, whom in their 
madness they are not able to comprehend. Christ himself, 
in their eyes, is the destroyer of the unity of God; he is the 
great enemy of Jehovah; and to infuse the hatred of · the 
sect into the minds of the new adepts, constitutes the grand 
mystery of the new degree, which they have called Rosi
cPUcian. 

" As the adept was seldom initiated into this new degree 
before he had passed through the Scotch degrees, he is al
ready aware, as the reader must observe, that Jehovah is 
RO longer the word sought after ; and here we shall sec 
every thing relate only to the author of Christianity. The 
ornaments of the lodge appear to be solely intended to 
recall to the candidate the solemn mystery of Mount Cal
vary. The whole is hung in black, an altar is to be seen 
at the bottom, and over the altar is a transparent represen
tation of the three crOsses, the middle one bearing the or
dinary inacription. The brethren, in sacerdotal vestments, 

* Eighteenth of Da!cho. 
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are ~ed on the ground, in the most profound silence, 
10rrowful and aftlicted, resiing their heads on their arm, to 
represent their grief. It is not the death of the Son of 
God, who di~ the victim of our sins, that is the eause of 
their afllietion ; tbe grand object of it w evident by: the first 
answer which is made to the question, with which all 
lodges are generally opened. 

" The master asks the senior warden, what o 'eloek is it 1 
The answer varies according to the different degrees. Jn 
this it is as follows: • It is the first hour of the day, the 
time when· the veil of the temple was reot asunder, ~hen 
darkness and eonstern!ltion was spread over the earth, when 
the light was darkened, when tke implerraenu of Ma~onry 
were brolcen, when the flaming star disappeared, when the 
eubie stone was broken, when tke word Wal lost. • 

" The adept, who has attended to the progressive disco
veries he has made in. the dift"erent degrees, needs no fur· 
ther lessons to understand the meaning of this answer. 
Htl therel>y le&r118 that the day on which the word J .:sov As 

was lost, is precisely that on which the son of God, dying 
on a crOBS for the salvation of mankind, consummated the 
grand mystery of our religion, desQ"oying the reign of 
every other, whether Judaic, natural, or sophiatieal. The 
more a Mason is attached to the word, that is, to his pre
tended natural religion, the more inveterate will his hatred 
be against the author of revealed religion. 

•• Neither is this word, which he has already found, any 
longer the object of his researches ; his hatred has further 
views. He must seek for a new word, which shall per· 
petuate in his own mind and that of his brethren their blas
phemous hatred for the God of Christianity; and for this 
they adopt the inscription of the cross. t 

''Every Christian knows the signification of I. N. R.I., 

• See the defree Rolle CruciB. 
f See Bobison's Proofil of & CoDipiracy, pp. l!i. 1!8. 

• 
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Jum Nazarenru Ru Jtulo!on~ (Jesus of Nazareth, King 
of the Jews.) The Rosicrucian i& taught the following in
terpretation : The Jew of Nazareth, led by Rapltael into 
Judea; an interpretation which, devesting Christ of hill di
vinity, assimilates him to a common man, whom the Jew 
Raphael conducts to Jerusalem, there to suffer condign 
punishment for his crimes. As soon as the candidate has 
proved that he understands the masonic meaning of this 
inscription I. N. R. I., the master exclaim&, my dear bre
thren, tke Word i1 found again, and all present appla~d 
this luminous discovery, that HE whose death was the con
summation, and the grand mystery of the Christian reli
gion, was no more than a common Jew, crucified for his 
crintes.. 

"It is thus that the seet have blasphemously adopted the 
very word which recalls to the Christian all that love which 
he bears for the Son of God expiring on the cross for the 
salvation of mankind, as their watchword ofhatred. They 
repeat it to each· other when they meet, and I. N. R.I. is to 
perpetuate their spite against him who loved them even 
unto the death of the cross • 

.. It is not on the authority of persons strangers to the 
craft, that we have disclosed this atrocious mystery of oc
cult Masonry. What I have already said respecting my 
initiation to the first degrees, put me in the way of convers
ing with those whom I knew to be more advanced, and in 
many of these interviews it happened, that notwithstanding 
all their &ecrecy, some ungoarded expressions esca~ the 
most zealoUJ adepts, which threw light on the subject; 
Others lent me their books, presuming that their obscure
ness, and the want of the essential words, or the method 
of discovering them, would baffle all my attempts to under
stand them. I nevertheless discovered some of these 
words, such as Jehooak, by uniting ·several pages, and only 
taking the bottom letter of each. This famous word dis
covered, I soon got knowledge of that of I. N. R. I. I then 
combined all that I had seen, all that I knew of the diffe-
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rent degrees, with what I had collected from divers conver
sations I had had with certain Masons, whose philosophism 
waa otherwise unknown to me.. I afterwards conversed 
with the most candid men whom I· knew to be in the same 

. degrees. I reprobated particularly those ceremonies so 
evidently in derision of religion, and which they had never 
beheld but as games without any object. I never met with 
one who denied the facts as I have stated them. They 
owned the different reading of the word I. N. R. I. in the' 
degree Rosm Crucis, but they denied the most distant idea of 
the consequences which I had dJ'awn. Some, on reflection, 
acknowledged them to be well founded, while others con-
sidered them as vastly exaggerated. ' 

" At the time when the revolution took place, I combined 
my preceding discoveries, the decrees of the National As
sembly, and the secret of the first degree, and no longer 
doubted that Masonry was but a society formed by meQ 
who, on the first initiation of their adepts, gave them ihe 
words liberty and equality as their secret, leaving to well 
meaning and religious Masons, to interpret them according 
to their own principles ; yet reserving to themselves to in
terpret (in their occult degrees) these same words according 
to the full extent of the French revolution. • · 

"One of these brethren, who had long since been ad
mitted to the degree of Rosre Crucis, but who was, at the 

* Perhaps the rea.der would like to see remarks upon these initiala by the 
" Spirit of the Doctrine of Free Muonry." 

" In a high Degree, and ev1111 in difFerent rituala of Free Masonry, there 
is a ceremony in which the ministers have a reed in their hands, and, aftPr 
the !on roast an'd ceremonial embrace, they bum the four initiallctter1 I. 
N. R. L, tohi4:h are the batt of the m!JIItriu of llail degru;. at the Ill me 
time there appears, drawn upon the symbolic table, broken coluliUIII, the 
veil rent, the cubic •tone overturned, and covered with drops of blood, ae 
if the destroyers of the widow's son had poured darkness, ignorance and 
diaorder upon the earth, and had caused to diAppear, and had destroyed 
the sound doctrine that Jesus had combined with that of Zorouter." 
(The widow's son, is commonly, Hiram Abift'.]-.Eiprit duDogme, p. 139. 

.. 
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same time, a very virtuous and religipus man, was much 
concerned at seeing me in this opinion. He tried every 
means to give nte a better idea of the society in which he 
was proud of having filled the most h~;>nourable posts. This 
was a topic on which we had often conversed ; and he 
wished much to make me a convert to Masonry. He was, 
indeed, almost affronted with me for saying that he was not 
initiated into all the mysteries of Masonry, though a Rosi
crucian ; or else that this degree had its subdivision$, ud 
that he was only partially aequainted with them. At length 
I convinced him of the fact, by asking the explanation of 
some of the masonic hieroglyphics ; he owned that he had 
asked their meaning, but the explanation of them bad been 
refused him ; ·yet he had no doubt of their being 118 inno
cent emblems as the, square, the compass, the trowel, and 
many others. I knew that he had but one degree more to 
tl\ke, and the veil would be rent asunder. I proposed, or 
rather marked out the means by which he might acquire 
that degree ; and tben, I told him, all illusion as to the real 
object of the occult Masons would vanish. He was too 
eager for being initiated not t9 make a trial of the means I 
proposed; but he was convinced that it would prove inef
fectual, and only furnish him with new arms to combat my 
unjust prejudices against Masonry. A few days after, I saw 
him enter my room, but in such a state of agitation that his 
lips could scarcely utter, '0, my dear friend, my dear 
friend-you were in the right-Oh, how much you were in 
the right!-Where have I been 1 My God! where have .I 
been 1' 

"I easily understood these exclamations ; but the poor 
man could scarcely recover himself so as to continue. 
He threw himself into a chair, as if he were exhausted, per
petually repeating, • Where have I been ? Oh, how much 
you are in the right !' I earnestly desired him to give me 
some particulars with which I was acquainted. ' Oh; how 
much you were in the right !' he repeated again; . ' but that 
is all I can tell you.'-' Oh, unhappy man,' I exclaimed, 
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'you have then taken that execrable oath, and I am the 
person who has exposed you to that rasli deed; I sincerely 
ask your pardon, but I protest, upon my word, that I never 
reflected on th~t execrable oath, when I suggested the 
means by whicq you· might Cl)nvince yourself, and learn to 
kno~ those deteste9 beings who have so horribly abused • 
your credulity. I know that it had been better for you to 
have been for ever ignorant of that fatoJ secret, than that 
you should learn it at the expense of so horrid an oath. I 
really did not reflect on it, or I should never have exposed 
you to it ; no, I could not, in conscience.' · It was really 
true, that I had never reflected on this oath. Without ex
amining whether such wicked oaths are binding,· I feared 
being indiscreet. But it had been sufficient for me to have 
shown this gentleman that I was. acquainted, O:t least in 
part, with these occult mysteries. He saw clearly by my 
questions, that he had taught me nothing new by an avowal 
which alone proves the very essence of these occult de-
grees. 

" His fortune had been ruined by the revolution i and he 
declared to me, that it would from that moment be retriev
ed, provided he accepte.d of a proposal which had been 
made to him. 'If I choose,' said he, 'to go to London, 
Brusselles, Constantinople, or any other town I please, nei
ther I, my wife, nor my children, will ever want for any 
thing.'-' Yes,' I replied, ' but on condition only that you go 
there to preach Liberty and Equality ; in sltort, all the hor
ror& of the Revolution.' ' You are rigM,' replied he,' but 
that is all I can say. Oh, my God, where have I been! I 
beg you will riot question me any farther.' 

"This was sufficient for my present purpose; but I 
hoped in· time to learn further particulars. Nor were my 
hopes vain. The following is what I have gathered from 
various Masom;, who, finding me acquainted with the major 
part of their secrets, spoke the more openly to me, till nt 
length, feeling how much they had been duped by this o . 
cnlt sect, they would willingly have revealed all its my te-
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ries, could they have done it without exposing themselves 
to danger. 

" The explanation which was given to an adept of all 
that he had before seen, on his admission to the degree of 
RosafCrucis, depended entirely-on the disposition they ob
served in him. If they had to do with a man who was 
proof against their impiety, they sought to divert him 
from the church ugder pretence of regenerating his faith ; 
they represented to him, that there existed an infinity of 
abuses in Chrilti~ity at present, with respect to the liber
ty and equality of the children of God. With them the 
word to be recovered was, a wish for a revolution which 
should revive those times, when every thing was common 
among Christians; when the distinctions of rich, of poor, 
or of high and mighty lon!s, were unknown. They were 
taught to look forward to the most happy regeneration of 
mankind, and abnost to a new heaven and a new earth. 
[Sec Town's Speculative Ma~onry, for the masonic mille
nium, p. 171.] Credulous and simple minds were caught 
by such magnificent promises. They looked upon the re
volution as that sacred fire which was to purify the earth ; 
and these credulous adepts were seen to second· the revo 
lotion with the enthusiastic Eeal of a holy cause. This may 
be called mynical Masonry. Such was the craft of all 
those fools for whom the occult Masons set up the Prophe
tess La Brousse, so famous in the beginning of the revolu
tion. Such, again, was that of the weak minded V nrlet, 
the Bishop in partilms of Babylon. I never could con
ceive where he had gathered his religious opinions, when 
with the greatest simplicity he complained, that I had com
bated them. I was informed of it by a guest of his, whose 
reputation of great knowledge in Masonry had acquired 
him a seat at the masonic repasts, which the poor simple 
mnn. used to give ; and even at those dinners the difference 
was observable in the adepts, though of the same degree, 
each having received an explanation of the mysteries coin
cirlinA" with his own disposition. Our simple Bishop viewed 
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the whole science of the craft in no other light, than as 
the perfection of the Gospel ; and even in his repastll he 
was ever mindful of the precepts of the church, keeping 
abstinence on day• appointed, &c. 
· "The apostate Dom Gerles, on the contrary, was a Ma
son of a quite different system or explanation. He already 
sung those verses which, in a letter since found among Ro• 
bespierre's paper'$,• he declares to have addressed to truth 
aloae: 

" Ni Culte, ni Pretrea, ni Roi, 
"Car la Nouvelle Eve, c'eet toi."t 

"It was at these. repasts that the Doctor La Mothe, a 
learned Rosicrucian, behaved with a modesty which seem
ed to prognosti~ate that one day he would equally hat~ both 
the craft of Varlet and of Dom Gerles. The latter paid 
his revolutionary debt to the guillotine ; the other two are 
living, and I name them because I am not.afraid of being ' 
contradicted, and because these sorts o( anecdotes carry 
strong proof with them, and explain how many. persons of 
the most pious and charitable dispositions have been mis
led ; how a Princess, the sister of the Duke of Orleans, 
was so blinded as even to pant after the revolution, which 
in her eyes was to be nothing Jess than the regeneration of 
the 0/arUtian world. 

" Such explanations of the Rosicrucian degree were only 
for thos.e dupes in whom they remarke4 a certain bias to
wards mysticity. The generality were abandoned to their 
own interpretations ; but when an · adept testified a great 
desire of acquiring new lights, and was thought able to un· 
dergo'the necessary trials, he was admitted to the degree of 
Kailo1ch, or of the regenerated man, where all ambiguity 
ceases. 

• ProoeeVerbaJ, No. 57. 
t Nei&her wonhip, nor prillltl, nor king, for thou art the new Eve. 

39 
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" It was to this degree that the adept of whom w.e have 
before spoken, was admitted. Nor was the exhausted state 
in which he found himself, after having· undergone those 
trials, to be wondered at. Adepts have told me, that no 
physical art is spared ; that there is no machinery, spectres, 
terrors, &c. &c. which are not employed, to try the con
stancy of the candidate. We are told by Mr. Montjoye, 
that the Duke of Orleans was obliged to ascend, and then 
throw himself off a ladder.· If that were all, he was most 
ltindly treated. A deep cave, or rather a precipice, whence 
a narrow tower rises to the summit of the lodge, having no 
avenue to it but by l!ubterraneous passages replete with 
horror, is the place where the candidate is abandoned to 
himself, tied hand and foot. In.ttiis. situation he finds him- . 
self raised from the ground by machines ~aking the most 
frightful noise. He slowly ascends this dark vault, some
times .for hours together, and then suddenly falls, as if he 
were not. supported by any thing. Thus mounting apd 
falliDg alternately, he must carefully avoid showing any 
sign of fear. All this.; however, is a very imperfect ac
count of the terrors of which men, who had undergone 
~ trials, speak. They dedar~ that it was impossible 
for them to give an exact description of them ; they lost 
their ienses; they did not know where they were. Draughts 
were given them, which,· adding to their corporal strength, 
did not restore them to their mental faculties ; but rather 
increased their strength, only to leave them a prey to .fury 
and terror.• 

•• Many circumstances relating to this degree made us be
lieve, at first sight, that it was connected with Illuminism ; 
but, on examination, we find it to be only a further ex plana-

• The ceremony of admiaion into the three first degree•, ia, in Ame
rica, of al- brutal character than it wae some yean BiO· But probably 
the Revolutioniatl of France have 10rpused othen in the eeverity ofthlir 
triall of the candidate, a.e they cert&inly ha.ve in the number and atrocity 
of their degree•. 
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tion of the masonic allegory. Here again the candidate is 
transformed into an assassin. Here it is no longer the 
founder of Masonry, Hiram, who is to be avenged, but it 
is Molay, the Grand Master of the Knights Templars, and 
the person who is to fall by the assassin's hand is Philippe 
l8 Bel, King of France, under whose reign the order of 
Templars WIUI destroyed. · 

" When the adept sallies forth from the cavern with the 
reeking head, he cries,Nekom. (I have killed him.) After 
t.bia atrocious trial he is admitted to take the oath. I learn
ed from on~ of the adepts, that at the time when he wu 
about to take .the oath, one of the Knights Kadosch held a 
pistol at his breast, making a sign that he would murder 
him if he did not pronounce it. On my asking if he believed 
that he was in earnest, he said that he certainly did ~lieve 
so, though he could not be sure. At length the veil is rent 
.aeunder. The adept is informed, that till now he had only 
been partially admitted to the truth ; that liberty and equ~
lity, which had constituted the first secret on his admisaioo 
into Maaonry, consisted in recognising no superior on earth, 
and in viewing kings and pontiffs in no other light than as 
men on a level with their fellow men, having no other rights 
to ait on the throne, or to serve at the altar,, but what the 
people had granted them, and of which they had the power 
of depriving them whenel'er they pleased. They are alao 
informed, .that princes and priests have too long abused the 
goodness and simplicity of the people ; . that the grand ob
ject of Masonry in building temples to liberty and equ~, 
il, to rid the earth of this double pest, by destroying every 
altar which credulity and superstition had erected, and every 
throne on which were only to be seen despots tyranuiziug 
over slaves. 

" These documepts concerning the degree of Kadoecb, 
are not merely taken from the works of Montjoye . and Le 
Franc, but from .the adepts themselves. Besides, it is euy 
to perceive how euctly tbis account corresponds with the 
avowal of the adept, who was obliged to own that I wu. 
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quite in the right when I told him that this was the final ob
ject of Free :Masonry. 

" Oh how profound the combination of these mysteries I 
their progress is slow and tortuous ; but how artfully each 
degree tends to the grand object ! 

" In the two first degrees, that is to say, in those of op· 
prentice and fellow craft, the sect begins by throwing out its 
liberty and equality. After that it occupies the attention of 
its ·novices with puerile games of fraternity, or masonic re
pasts ; · but it already trains its adepts to the profoundest se
crecy by the most frightful oaths. 

" In that of ma8 er, it relates to the allegorical history of 
Adoniram, who is to be avenged ; and of the UXJrd which 
is to be recove ::d. 

'' In the degree of elect, it trains the adepts to vengeance, 
without pointing out the p rson on whom it is to fall. It 
earrietr them back· to the time · f the patriarchs, when, ac
cording to them, men knew no religion but that of nalln'e, 
and when every body was equal:Y priest and pontiff. But 
it had not as yet declared, that aU religion revealed since 
the time of the patriarchs was to be thrown aside. 

" This last mystery is only developed in the Scotch de
grees. There the brethren are declared free ; the word so 
long sought for is Deism ; 1t is the worship of Jehovah; 
such as was known to the philosophers of nature. The 
true Mason becomes the Pontiff of Jehovah, and such is 
the grand mystery by which he is extricated froll'l that duk
ne~ in which the profane are ir1volved. 

" In the degree of Rosre Crucis, he who wrested the toord, 
who destroyed the worship of Jehor:all, is Christ himself, 
the author of Christianity ; and it is on the gospel and on 
the Son of Man that the adept is to avenge the brethren, 
the Pontiffs of Jelwvah. 

"At length, on his reception as Kadosch, be learns that 
the assassin of Adoniram is the king, who is to be killed to 
avenge the grand master Molay, and the order of the Ma
sons, successors to the Knights Templars. The religion 
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which is to be destroyed to recover the word, or the true 
doctrine, is the religion of Christ, founded on revelatien. 
This word, in itS full extent, ·is liberty and equality, to be 
establiShed by the total ' overthrow of th~ altar alld the 
throne. 

" Such are the incipient degrees, the process, and the 
whole system of Masonry ; it is thus th!li the sect, by ita 
gradual explanation of its two-fold principle of liberty and 
flquality, of its allegory of the founder of Masonry to be 
revenged, of the word to be recovered, leading the adepts 
from secret to secret, at length initiates them into the whole 
Jacobinical code of the revolution. 

" We are not to lose sight of the extreme care with 
which the adept is questioned on all that he ·has seen be
fore, whenever he is initiated· to- a new degree, lest he should 
overlook the intimate connexion subsisting between each ; 
and thus, in the first degrees, liberty and equality are giTen 
to him as 'the secret, while the complete explanation and 
application or them form the mysteries .of the last. 

" The more frightful these hidden mysteries of the lodges 
shall appear to the historian, the more strenuously it be
comes his duty to insist on the numbers of honest Masons, 
who never partook of these horrid mysteries: Nothing is 
more easy than to be duped in Masonry. Such may have 
been the lot of those who only seek to make acquaintance 
in the lodges, or to pass their leisure hours with men appa
rently intimate at first sight. It is true, that this intimacy 
seldom extends beyond the walls of the lodge ; but the 
days of their meeting are often days of festivity. These 
repasts are certainly heightened by the temporary equality, 
which adds much to the mirth of the meeting; and all 
cares subside for .he day. 

" What has been said of certain assemblies where de
cency was not respected, is most certainly the invention of 
calumny. The extreme order and morality of these meet
ings, has often proved a snare to captivate those who are 
to be caught with outward appearances; and Cagliostro'B 



310 ABBE BARR VEL's VIEWS 

~ous behaviour would have made , many desert the 
lodges. This monstrous Adonis disgusted all Strasburg, 
and was betrayed by the cries of the Egyptian sisters. It 
was no longer the age when the mysteries of the Adamites 
could be approved of. He was driven from that town for 
having attempted to introduce them. He would, in like 
manner, have ruined the craft, had he continued to CQn· 
found his lodges with those of the east. Such was not the 
behaviour of our modem Masonry. On the cqntrary, it 
appeared, that it had neither religion nor government in 
view ; and they were seldom mentioned in the generality of 
lodges. It was only on the day of initiation, that the re
iectiug adept could surmise that it had any future object ; 
but ev_en on those very days, the trials were rather a subjeCt 
of diversion than of reflection ; and so far froiJ\-.oieditatiog 
on the allegorical emblems, they were rather diverted from 
it by the sect, until favourable dispositions had been disco
vered in them for their farther initiation. The sect well 
knew, that a day would come, when a small number of the 
Occult Masons would suffice to put all the inferior multi
tude of. adepts in motion. It is thus that it may be easily 
explained, how there have existed so many honest MasoD&, 
and how so many are still to be found, who have never 
surmised any thing in their games, but the mysteries of an 
innocent liberty and equality, no ways alluding either tore
lijion or to the state. 

" In defence of English Masonry, we may add, that they 
allow only of the three first degrees. Prudence and wis
dom have made them reject the wish of avenging the death 
of Adoniram on . his pretended assassin, a wish that we 
have seen converted.in the occult lodges into a desire of re
venging the Masons, and their founder, Molay, and then 
into a wish of avenging the masonic liberty and equality by 
the extinction of all kings. Nothing of this is to be found 
in the English Masonry. Nor is that mysterious pursuit of 
the fDord which was lost by Adoniram, to be trac~ You 
are immediately informed that it is Jehovah. [Vide p. 160. 
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of this volume.] He who could wish to draw certain infe
rences frOOt this, would have a long course of re,asoning to 
run through, none of which appear to have ever been 
thought of by the Englrsh Mason&. With them, Jehovtila il 
no more than the universal God of human nature ; it is, to 
be sure, rather extraordinary, that they should pretend to be 
the only people who have any knowledge of that God ; but 
their cOnclusion is, that all mankind, and particularly the 
Free Maso01, ought to live with, anEI succour each other, 
like brethren. Nothing appears in their mysteries ten4in,g 
towards the hatred of Christianity, Qr that of kings. 

" Their laws lliKl institutes, with respect to religion, are 
comprehended in declaring, ' That · a .Muon will never be 
a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious libertine. That though, 
in former times every Mason was obliged to profe&& the ~ 
ligion of the state or nation be lived in, at present, leaving 
-every one to enjoy his own private opinions~ they. are only 
bound to follow the religion in which every body agrees ; a 
religion which consists in being good, sincere, modest, and 
men of h<Jnour.' Certainly such faws do not oblige the 
English Mason to be a Deist, but only to be an honest man, 
whatever may be his religion. 

" With regard to the civil powerti, a part of their Jaws 
are expre88ed as follows : 'A Mason shall be a peaceable 
subject, and cheerfully conform to the laws of the country 
in which he resides. He shall not be concerned in plots or 
conspiracies against government ; and he shall pay proper 
respect to the civil magistrate. Should a brother be impli
cated in rebellion against the state, he sh!fll not be a.upport
ed in his rebellion.' Such are the laws to be found in Tho
mas W olson and William Preston, the one full of con
tempt, the other full of zeal for English Masonry ; both, 
nevertheless, agree as to the laws of the lodges. We are 
not, therefore, to confound English Masonry with the oc
cult lodges, which they have prudently rejected. 

"We perfectly well know, that many English are initiated 
in the_occult mysteries of the Rosicrucians and Scotch de-
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grees ; but it is not their occult ICience :which eomtitutes 
them English MBSQns; for .the first three. degrOO& are all 
that are acknowledged in England." [Vide p. 160.] 

This is the view the Abbe Barruel takes of the occult 
lodges of French Free Masonry. To our ears his language 
is occasionally severe ; but then we forget that he lived in 
the darkes~ scenes created, not merely by the irreligious 
principles of Brother Frederic, B.rother Voltaire, and Bro
ther Robinet ! but by the active labours of Brother Orleans 
and Egalite, Brother Condorcet, and Brother Mirabeau II* 

The lodges were the schoolrooms, these were the teach
ers, and 600,000 men of France were the pupils. It is as
tonishing to what extent they carried the use of Free Ma
sonry. Paris alone contained 150 lodges. Good men and 
bad met there to prosecute the schemes of revolutionary 
reform. The result showed what principles predominated 
in the schools of the political reformers ; and the Abbe, 
who observed tlw working of the elements, who laboured 
to. avert the threatened destruction, and who, finally, saw 
every Christian altar in France demolished ; the throne 
overturned ; and was himself banished by the factions which 
had ptutually torn each other, and deluged Paris with blood 
-may be pardoned for the indignation he expresses against 
those nocturnal fraternities, in which all ~ evil was 
hatched. 

" We live iri free America, and not in despotic France. 
We Jive under a constitution securing liberty of conscience, 
and not under the terrors of Papacy. Shall we fear. the 
machinations of·corrupt politicians 1 the doctrines of-im
piety 1 the schemes of selfish reformers 1" No, reader; 

·"' " On! On ! my dear brethren, p111'8t1o your great lectare, 
" And refine on the rules of old Architecture ; 
" High honour to Mu01111, the craft daily hrings, 
" To th0110 Brothera of prillcee, and Fellows of kinp." 

BfiOit of Com. ed. 179!, p. 244. 
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for one, I say no. We desire to fear God. But there are. 
some it is prudent to watCh against. And whom more 
than one already found very treacher:o1.1sf Whom more 
than one that 'works by night 1 Whom more than one that 
profe811e8 to be light, and dwells in concealment with a 
deadly weapon, and a more fearful oath, to guard the ap-
proach to her dark lodge 1 · 

I am not maid for Christianity ; not for the free intttitutions 
of my oountry ; not for the integrity and purity of brother 
.Masons. The cause of religion will continue to advance ; 
the cause of liberty is in a state of prosperity ; and the intel
ligence .and morality of this people, and of the world, is 
duy improving. . 

And what is Free Masonry 1 that we should fear it 1 A 
swelling bubble. Professor Robison was well acquainted 
with it ; hear him. And do not be surprised, if~ under his 
hands, it appears more justly contemptible than it has yet 
done. · 

40 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 

Ct»>lait&ittg General Yiewr of Free !tlaroor:y, and of French 
Masonry. 

INTRODUCTION tO" Proofs of a Conspiracy againat all the Jlo. 
Jigions and Governments or Europe, canied on in the 118· 

cret meetings of Free Masons, Dluminati, aRd Reading 
Societies ; collected from good authorities, .by John 
Robison, A. M. ProfeBSor of Nat oral History, and Secre
tary to the Royal Soeiety of ·Edinburgh. [New· York, 
A. D. 1798.] . 

" IN my early life I had taken some part in the ocovpa
tionr (shaD I call them) of Free Masonry; and having 
chiefly freq~ented the lodges on the continent, I had learn· 
ed many doctrines, and seen many ceremonials, which have 
no place in the simple system of Free Masonry, which ob
tains in this country. I had also remarked, that the whole 
was much more the object of reflection and thought, than 
I couJd remember it. to hnve been among my acquaintances 
at home. There I had seen a Mason Lodge considered 
merely as a pretext for passing an hour or two in a sort of 
decent conviviality, not altogether void of some-rational 
occupation. I had sometimes heard of differences of doc
trines or of ceremonies, but in terJD8 which marked them 
u mere frivolities. But, on the continent, I found them 
matters of serious concern and debate. Such, too, is the 
contagion of example, that I couJd not hinder myself from 
thinking one opinion better founded, or one ritunl more ap
posite and significant, than another ; and I even felt some· 
thing like an anxiety for its being adopted, and a zeal for 
making it a general practice. I had been initiated in a ve-
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ry 1plendid lodge at Liege, of which the Prince Bishop, his 
Trefoncie111, and the chief noblesse of the state, were mem
ben. I visited the f'reDch lodges at V aleocienoes, at Bru• 
sels, at Aix-la-Cbapelle, at Berlin, and Kooingsberg ; and I 
had picked up some printed discourses delivered by the 
brother orato111 of the lodges. At St. Petersburgh I con
nected myself with the English lodge, and occasionally vi
sited the Germaiund Russian lodges held there. I found 
myself received with particular respect as a Scotch Mason, 
and as an Elev~ of the Lodge de la Parfaite lnteUigmce 
at Liege."' I was importuned by persons of the first rank to 
puoue my masonic career -through many degrees unknown 
in this country. But all the splendour and elegance that I 
saw, could net conceal.a &ivolity in every port. It appear
ed a tiaseless fabric, and I could not think of engaging in 
.an occupation which would consume much time, cost me 
a good deai of money, and perhaps excite in me some of 
that fanaticism; or, at least, enthusiasm, that I saw in 
othe111, and perceived to be void of any rational support. I 

"'IIi 17'74, Profe.or Robison was invited by the magiatra~ of Edill
barrJI to the Prote.onbip of Natural Philo10pby, in the University of 
Ediaburgh. In 1788, he wa.a elected a membe.r of the Philo.ophical So· 
cil&y ill Ph.iladelphia, over which Mr. Jeft"er•on long preaided. In 1797, he 
WM elected a member of the Royal Society of Manchester. In 1799, the 
JJnivenity of Glaagow, where he had received bia education, conferred on 
llim the honorary degree of Doctor of Lawa. In 1800, he wu unaniQlona

··ly elected a foreign member (of which they admit b~t aix) of the Imperial 
Academy of Bciencea at St. Peterablll'g, Ruuia. 

"Hia cbaraoter ill private life," ~&ys one writing from Edinburgh, "ia 10 

well eatablisbed among thoae who know him lxwt, th:~.t it would be ridicu
loua, here, to call in queatioo hu veraciiy or obilitiu."-E: Smilh. 

Hiawork,fir!lt publiabed ill the autumn of 1797, produced a powerful 
.efFect ill BritaiD, and wu a principal cauae of the act of Parliameot of 1799, 
.which to.,ped the light of Muonry ill Great Britain. ' 

Few illtelligent rentlemen have bad the intercourse with the locljrea of 
the nrioua capitala of Europe, which hu fallen to tbe lot of Prof-r Ro· 
biltOO. Hia Muanly wu hia letter of introduction ; arul he honoured it. 

Shall notwch a man know ita worth' 

.. 
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therefOre remained in the English lodge, contented with 
the rank of Scotch Master, which was in a manner forced 

·OD me in a private lodge of French Masons, but is not 
given in the English lodge. ·My masonic· rank admitted 
IJ,le to a very. elegant entertainment in the female Loge de 
la Fidelite,• where every ceremonial. was composed in the 
highest degree of elegance, and every thing conducted. 
with the most' delicate respect for our fair sisters,. and the 
old song of brotherly love was chanted in the most refined 
strain of sentiment. I do not suppose that the Parisian 
Free· Masonry of forty-five degrees could give me more 
entertainment." 

Ten years had elapsed, and the interest of Professor 
Robison in Free Masonry bad subsided, when the conti· 
nental disputes .of the German Masons, their meetings of 
delegates, their mystical doctrines, and open charges of 
corruption, copiously furnished in the German papers, 
aroused, in 1795, his attention to the subject anew .. 

" My curiosity was now greatly excited. l got, from a 
much respected friend, many Qf the preceding volumes of 

I 

* " The ladies claim right to come into our light, 
"Since tho apron, they say,. is th~r bearing." 

Bool:of Con~. p. 258. 

Brethren may start at the mention of a female lodge: we shall hear 
moro of them in th,e sequel. 

Smith, in his treatise upon Free Masonry, is ardentfor the extension of 
tnuonie privileges to females: eo are othere of that period, A. D. 1784. 
The celebrated Dr, Dodd, who was executed at Tyburn, 1777·, .for forgery, 
had this matter much at beart. 

Whether this has been accomplished in England, is doubtful: but on the 
continent it is no longer a problem, whether a woman can be a Muon. 
:br. 'Dalcho, the Sovereign Inspector Genoral, in a note (p. 29.) to his ora
tion," !3d Scpl5801," •aye: 14 Although in the symbolic lodge, no woman 
i•i admitted into a knowledge of thoir mysteries, yet in the superior degrees, 
there is a female lodge, handsomely calculated to interest the delicacy of a 
f0111ale mind. Jn this lodge none but females are admitted, and their odi.
cers are kelectcd from among tbemsolves." 
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the Religions Begebenheiten, in hopes of much information 
from the patient industry of German erudition. This open
ed a new and very interesting scene ; I was frequently sent 
back to England, from whence, all agreed, that Free Ma
sonry had been imported into Germany.• I was frequent
ly Jed into France, and into Italy. There, and more re
markably in France, I found that the lodges had become 
the haunts of many projectors and fanatics, both in sci
ence) in religion, and in politics, who had availed them
selves of the secrecy, and the freedom of speech maintained 
in these meetings, to broach their particular whims, or su!
picious doctrines, which, if published to the world in the 
usual manner, would have exposed the authors to ridicule, 
or to censure. These projectors had contrived to tag their 
peculiar nostrums to the mummery of. Masonry, and were 
even allowed to twist the masonic emblems and ceremonies 
to their purpose ; so that, in their hands, Free Masonry he
came a thing totally unlike, and almost in direct opposi
tion to the system (if it may get such a name) imported 
from England; and some lodges had become schools of 
irreligion and licentiousness." 

Having spoken of the complaisance of the French, and 
their ambition to govern the fashions, and to control the 
opinions of Europe, he adds: 

''I know no s~bjcct in which this aim at universal influ
ence on the opinions of men, by holding themselves forth 

• " It ie to be particularly re!J•arked, that all our brethren abroad pro
f8811 to hav.e received the mystery of Free Masonry from Britain. This is 
surely a ponle in the history; and we muet leave it to other• to reconcile 
this with the repeated assertions in Andenon's Book of Constitutions, 
u That the fraternity existed all over the world;" and the numberle88 ex
ample& whi~ he addueee of ita exerfiolltl in other coQntries; nay, with his 
mpeated a888rtion.:, that it frequcutly was near perishing in Britain, and 
that our prioees were obliged to aend to Franco, and other countriea, for 
leading men. to restore it to ita former energy among UA, Wo shall find by 
and by that this is not a point of mere historical cnriosity, but that much 
hingea on it.''-Robi1on, p. 26. 

• 
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as the models of excellence and elegance, is more clearly 
seen, than in the care that they have been pleased to take 
of Free Masonry. It seems, indeed, peculiarly suited to 
the talents and taste of that vain and ardent people. Base
less and frivolous, it admits of every form that Gallic refine
ment can invent to recommend it to the yoting, the gay, 
the luxurious ; that class of society which alone deserves 
their care, because, in one way or another, it leads aU other 
classes of society.· 

"It has accordingly happened, that the homely Free Ma
sonry imported from England has been totally changed in 
every country of Europe, either by the imposing ascendan
cy of French brelhren, who are to be found every where 
ready to instruct the world, or by the importation of the 
dootrines, and ceremonies, and ornamentS of the Parisian 
lodges. Even England, the birth-place of Masonry,• has 
experienced the French innovations ; and all the repe11ted 
injunctions, admonitions and reproof:i of the lodges, can· 
not prevent those in different parts of the-kingdom from 
admitting the French novelties, full of tinsel, and glitter, 
and high sounding titles. t 

Were th~s ·all, the harm would not be great. But, long 
before good opportunities had occurred for spreading the 
refinements on the simple Free Masonry of England, the 
lodges in France had become places of very serious dis
cussion, where opinions in morals, in religion, and in poli
tics, had been promulgated and maintained with a freedom 
and a keenness of which we in this favoured land have no 
a~equate notion, because we are unacquainted with the r'e-

.,.----
' ~ The proof of tbia is no !eM satisfactory than surprising. It .ia wonder
ful bow men are duped with the pretended origin and antiquity of·MaiiOll· 
ry. Frum the creation ! And framed by Solomon !-There wu never any 
thing ao absurd. But men deelare it boldly, and are r..ot eontradieted; the 
llimple, yea, and the w~, believe there is some truth in it. 

t Pllrlia.DJent, however, ha.ve found a way to prevent it, by a etatute with 
,mple penaltie!.-Georgelll. 1799. , 
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strainta which, in other countries, are laid on ordinary con-
\ versation. In consequence-i)f this, the French innovations 
in Free Masonry were quickly followed in all parta of Eu
rope, by the admission of similar W.Cuasions, although in 
direct opposition to a standing rule, and a declaration made 
to every newly received brother, " tlua JWt/tiag toucltin&' 
the religion or government •hall ever be 91oiea of ia the 
lodge." 

"But the lodges in other countries followed the example 
of France, and have frequently become the rendenous of 
innovators in religion aad politics, and other disturbers of 
the public peace. In abort, I have found that the covert of 
a Mason lodge had been employed in every country for 
venting an~ propagating sentiments in religion. and politics, 
that could not have circulated in public without eJ(pOBing 
the author to great danger. I found that this impunity· had 
gradually encouraged men of licentious principles to be
come more bold, and to teach doctrines subversive of all 
our notions of morality-of all our coafidenc;e in the mo
ral government of the universe-of all our hopes of im
provement in a future state _of existence-and of all satis
faction. and contentment with our present life, so long as 
we live in a state of civil subordination. I .have been 
able to trace these attempts, made through a courae of 
fifty years, under the specious pretext of enhghtening the 
world by the torch of philosophy, and of dispelling. the 
clouds of civil and religious superstition, which keep the 
natioJls of Europe in darkness and slavery. (p. 14.) 

" It was in the lodges held at St. Germain's that the de
gree of Chevalier Ma~on Ecossais was~ added to the three 
SYMBOLIPAL degrees of English Masonry. The constitu- . 
'tion, as imported, appeared too coarse for the refined taste 
of our neighbours, and they must make Masonry more like 
the occupation of a gentleman. Therefore, the English 
degrees of apprentice, fellow-craft, and master, were called 
symbolical, and the whole fraternity was considered, either 
as typical of something more elegant, or as a preparation 
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for it. The degrees afterwards superadded to this, leave us 
in doubt which of these views the French entertain of o\n' 
Masonry. But at all events this rank of Scotch Knight 
was called the jir1t degree of the MafOR Parfait. 

" In 1716, this, and still higher degrees of Masonry, were 
much in vogue in the Court of France. The refining ge· 
niusof the French, and their love of show, made the hum
ble denomination of the English brethren disgusting ; and 
their passion for military rank, the only character that con
nected them with the court of an absolute monarch, made 
them adapt Free Masonry to the same scale of public esti
mation; and invent ranks of Mas;ons Chevalier•, 'ornament
ed with titles, and ribbons, and stars. These were highly 
relished by that vain people ; and the price of reception, 
which was very high, became a rich fund, that was gene
rously applied to relieve the wants of the banished British 
and Irish adherents of the unfortunate family who had ta· 

' ken refuge among them. [The Stuarts, who carried Ma
sonry to France, as Mr. Robison supposes.] Three new 
degrees of Novice, Eleve, and Cl~.eealier, were soon added, 
and the Parfait Mas:on had now seven receptions to go 
through, for each of which a handsome contribution was ' 
made. Afterwards, when the first beneficent purpose of 
this contribution ceased to exist, the finery that now glitter
ed in all the lodges made a still more craving demand for 
reception money, and ingenuity was set to work toinvent 
new baiu for the Parfait Mas;on. More degrees of chi
valry were added, interspersed with degrees of Philo1opke, 
Pellerin, Clairvoyant, &c. &c. till some . Parisian lodges 
had forty-five ranks of Masonry, having fifteen orders of 
chivalry."' For a ·knighthood, with a ribbon and a star, 
was a bonne bouclte, given at every third step. (p. 29.) 

* W o are running the ,_me race in this eountry. In .1730, l'reo Ma
sonry was first introduced among WI. No authority was then e:rereised by 
any body of MaBOn& above a Muter'• Lodge and the Grand Lodge. In 
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~ Thus accustomed to allegory, to fiction, to finease, and . 
to a sort of innoceRt hypocrisy, by which they cajoled ·them
selves into a notion that thifl child's play had at bottom a 
serious and important meaning, ·the zealous champions .of 
Free MasonrY found no. inclination to check this inventive 
-spirit, or circumscribe its flights. There can be no doubt, 
that in those hidden assemblies, 81 free communication of 
sentiment was highly relished, and much indulged, while. 
the lodges became sehools of scepticism · and infidelity. 
(p. 30.). 

" But-it is not a matter of mere probability, . that. the Ma
son lOdges were the seminaries of libertine instructions. 
We have distinct proof of ~t, even in some of ;the Frenc-h 
degrees. In the degree ealled tbe O~ier du Soliel,* tho 
whole instruction is aimed against the established religion 
of the kingdom. The professed object is the emancipation 
from error, and the discovery of truth. The inscription.in 
the east' is Wudmn, tbat 'in the north is .Li"berty, that in· the 

1i9i', the first Grand Chapter wo.s organized; by which se\·cra) objeets 
were attained : · · · 

1. lnitlation·feu &om the noviciateL 
!. PJodiaioulrigh otlica and IO!lorou titles for tho activ11 JJ~ft~bers 

of the new eaablilhment. , 
3. ADd an opportunity for the Wealthy and ambitious to step ov.er the 

hew of the herd of master Muons. and to have a more honourable place, 
and a more aplendid equipage, on aU public occasions. 

TIMra were oae bUDdred Chapten in the state , of N--York alone, in 
18!5. A. D. 1797, the fim Grand Encampment of Knights Templal'll of 
North Amerioa, was_ constituted at Philadelphia. Now \VIl ·have many 
Grand Encampments, and a Gerkral Grand Encampment 

Within the lnt few years a new Masonic l>rincedom has been .received 
amour ua. Ita uame ia c-il, and, con.Cderi.Dr-the fi.iv~ity ,t. Muonty, 
ita .,.ad hu been like madall& 'fbe number of Councila ia already 
~aL ~ 

Beaid1111 this, we have divers new degrees; late inventions. I J,ear them 
called" Beautiful." If gentlemen will be pleased with 'such things, the 
more is the pity. 
* !8th of Dalcho. 
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south is C~y, and in the west is Omaum; tel1D8 which 
are. very significant. The ·Tru V enersbk is. Adam; the 
· Ienior warden is Truth, and all the brethren are cbildnn of 
•rruth. The proces. of reception it \Tety well comrived : 
the whole ritual is decent an4i'areumapect, and nothing oc
CUI'S which. can alarm the most timid. · Brother Truth is 
uked, What is the hour t He informs Father Adam, 
that among men it is . the hoar of darkneaa, but tbat it is 
mid-day-in the lodge. The candidate is ul:ed.. Why he 
has knocked at the door, and what is becOme of the eight 
companions. (He is one of the .Elfu.) He saya, that the 
world is in darkness, and his cornpamons and he have lost 
ee.ch other; tl!at Huperiu, the star of Enrope, ill obec...-ed 
by cl«;)uds of incense, offered up by superstition to despots, 
wbo have made themselves godS, and have .retired into the 
inmo11t recesses of their palaces, that they may not be re· 
cogniB~ to be men, while tbcir priests are deceiving the 
peopJe, and caUsing them to worship these divinities. 

•i This ~bape given to the plastit< mysteries of Masonry, 
. was much relished, and in a very short time this new path 
was completely explored, and a new series of degrees was 
addoo to the list, viz. the Novice, and Elect of the Truth, 
and the Subltme Philo•opher. In the progr~ through these 
degrees, the brethren must forget that they have formerly 
been .Chevaliers de. l'Orient; CheTJalien de l'Aigle, when · 
the symbols were all explained as typical of the life 
and immortality brought to light · by the gospel. lnd~, 

they are taught to class this among the other clouds. which 
have ~en dispelled by the sun of reason~ E•en in the 
Ohet>alerie de l'Aigle, th(lrc is a two-fold explanation given 
of the 11ymbols, 'by which a lively imagi.Oation may conceive 
the whole history, and peculiar doctrines of the New Tea·· 
tament, as being typical of the final triumph of reason and 
philosophy over enor. And perhaps this degree is the very 
first step in the _pi~ of ILLUJilNA'l'lON. 

'~We are not to suppose that this was carried to extremity 
at once. But it is certain, that before 1743, it had beeome 
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univel'881, and that the lodges of Free Masonry bad be
come the plaaltl, 'for making proaelytes to every strange, ob
DOKiou doetrine, 7'hilu~gy, Oomwgony, Cabala, and many 
whimlical_ and mystical doctrines, which have been grafted 
on the distinguishing tenets, and the pure morality of the 
lewe and Christians,- were snbjects of frequent discussion 
in the lodges. 

" These f&e18 and obeemtions fully account fol' tlui zeal 
with which aU·thie patch. work addition to -the simple Free 
Ma:aonry of England ·was prosecuted in France. It-sui· p,.._ us Britons, wAo are uccmtmluld . to conBUler the wlwle 
tu a malter of dlntlletll6nt for .. yotmg metl, who are glad of 
at~y pietezt for i1ldulging in c~ity. _We generally 
coruUler a man, advt.iRced in life, with leu re6ped, if lu~ 
•kom• liii!J •maul atttJchmmt to iuch thing•. But, in France, 
the civil and religioos restraint on conversation, made these 
secret aseembliea very precious ; and they were much fre
quented by men of lett~rs, who there found an opportunity 
of expressing in safety their dissatisfaction with 'those re-
straints, and with that inferiority of- rank and condition to 
which they we~ subjected, and which appeared to. them
selves 10 inadequate to their own talents and merits. 

" The A~ de Parlement, the young men of no for
tune; the unbeneficed Abb.es, arid the soi-dilfmt p~loso
phen, formed a numerous hand, frequented the lodges, and 
there discqssed every topic of religion and politics. Spe
cimens of this occupation appeared; from time to time, in 
Collections· o( Discourses delivered by the brother orator. 
I once liad in my possession two volumes of these dis· 
couraee, which I now regret that I left in a lQdge on the 
contineot, when my relish for Free Masonry had forsaken 
me. One o( tbeae is a discourse by Brother Robinet, de· 
livered in the Lsge du·Chevalter1 Bienfailaats de la 8aitlte 
Cite at Lyons, at a visitation by the Grand Master the .Dut; 
de Claortre1,. afterwards Orleans, and ~galite~ In this · 
discourae we have the germ and subJ!tance of his noted 
work, the Systeme dela NaturP., ou l'Homme moral et play-
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sique. In another discourse delivered by Brother Condor
cet in the Loge des Philalethes, at Strasburg, we hav~ the 
outlines of his posthumous work, Le Progres·de l'E8prit 
humain·: and in another, delivered. by Mir.abeau, ill the 
Loge des 0/tevaliers Bienfqisantl at Paris, we pave a great 
deal of the levelling principles, lUld c~mopolitism,* which. 
he thundered from the tribunes of the National Assembly. 

·But the ·most remarkable performances of this kind are, tbe 
Arcltives Mystico-Hermetiques, and the De11 Erreurs, e1 de 
la Verite. The first .is -considered as an account historical 
and dogmatical, of \he procedure and system of ihe 'Loge 
des Chevaliers Bienfais~r. at Lyons. . This :was the most 
zeal01is and systematical of all' the cosmopoliticallodges in 
Fra.r:tce. It worked long under the patronage of. its Gmnd 
Master the Due de Chartres, afterwards. Orlean•, and at 
last, Ph. Egalite. It sent out many aftiliated lodgc:J, which 
were erected in various · parts of the French dominions. 
The daughter lodges at Paris, Sttasbourg, Lille, Th9ulouse, 
took the additional title of Plu1alethes. There arose some 
schisms, as may be expected, iri an,association where. every 
man is encouraged to broach, and ~ propagate, any the 
most singular opinion. · These schisms were continued 
with 'some heat, but 'we're, in a great measure, repaired in 
lodges which took the name of Amis reunis de la Verite. 
One of this denomination at Paris became very eminent. 
The mother lodge at Lyons extended its correspondence 
into Germany, and 'other foreign countries, and sent consti
tutions or systems by which the lodges conducted their ope-
rations . . : ' 

" The book Des Erreurs et de Ja Verite must, therefore, 
be considered as a classical book of these opinions. , We 
know that it originated in the Loge des Cbev. Bienfaisants 
at Lyons. We know that this lodge stood, as it were, at 

"' Cititenehip of the world, from the Greek words Cosmo1, world, and 
Pou1, a city. 
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the head of French Free Masonry, and that thejiditimu 
order of h'lasunic Knights . Templars was formed in this 
lodge, and was considered as th~ model of oll the rest of 
this mimic chit:alrtj.11 They proceeded so far. in this mum
mery, as even to have the clerical tonsures. -The duke of , 
Orleans, his son, the elector of Bavaria, and some other 
German princes, did not ~cruple at this mummery in their 
own persons. In all , the lodges of r:eeeption, the brother 
orato_r ne~er failed to dedaim on the topiC of Superstition, 
blind to the exhibition· he- was then making, or indiff~rent 
as to the vile, hypocrisy of it. We have, in the li~ts of ora· 
tors and office-bearers, many names of persons, who have 
had an opportuRity at last of proc~iming their sentiments 
in public. The Abbe Sieyes was of the lodge of rrulale
thcs :at Paris, and also at Lyons. Lequinio, author of the 
most profligate book that ever disgraced a press, the Pre
juges vaincus par la Raison, WllS warden in the lodge 
Cumpacte Sociale. Desprcmenil, Bailly', Fauchet, Maury, 
Mounier, were of·the same system, though in different 
lodges. 'fhey were called Martin\Bts, from a St. Martin 
who founded- a schism in the system of the Chevaliers Bien
faisants, of which we have not ,any very precise account. 
Mercier gives some account of it in his Tableau de Paris, 
and in his Annee, 1888. The breach alarmed the brethren, 
and occasioned great heats. -But it was hcaled1 and the 
fraternity took the name of Misa du Renis, whlch is an ana· 
gram of des Amis Reunis. The bishop of Autun, Abbe 
Perigord, the man so hepraised as the benevolent citizen of 
the world, the friend of mankin~ and of good order, was 
senior warden of llllothcr lodge at Pari", established in 1786, 

• ·This is the favourite order of knighthood with Americ&D Muons; 
and ita ritual; as published in 1821, claim• for it -an origin in Jerulllllem, 
A. D. 1118; ll.nd the order of the Red CI'OII, in the court of Dariua, du
ring the Babyloniah captivity !-7bnp/4r'• Chart, pp. 9 and 28. When 
will thia contempt of truth and of common lenBC receive proper ehasti•c-
_ment? · 
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(I think chiefly by Orleans and himself,) which afterwards 
~me the Jacobin club. In short,. we. may assert with 
oonfiden~, that the Mason lodges in France were the hot· 
beds, where the seeds were sown and tenderly reared, of 
all the. pemiciqus doctrines which soon after choked every 
moral and religious c.ultiv~J,tion, and have made the IIOCiety 
worse than a waste; have made it a noisome-marsh of bu
~ corruption, filled with every rank and poisonous weed. 

" These lodges ·were frequented Ly per~oos of all ranks, 
and of every profession. The,idle and the.frivolous found 
amusement, and glitteri.Dg things to ti.ckle their satiated fan. 
ciett. ·There they be'~ame the dupes of the. declamations 
of tbe crafty Q.Dd licentious Abbes, and writers< of every de
nominati9n. Mutual encouragement in the indulgence of 
hazardous thoughts, and opinions which flatter our wishes 
or propensities, iB a lure which few minds can resist. I be
lieve that most men have felt this in some period of their 
lives. . I can find no other way for accounting for. the com
pany $at I have seen in a Ma,son lodge. The lodge de la 
Par[aite Intelligence, at Liege, contained, in December 
1770, the prince bishop and the greatest part.of his cmt}" 
ter ; and all the office-hearera . were dignitaries of the 
church;· yet a discourse given by the brother orator was as 
poignant a satire on superstitiop and credulity, as if it had 
been written by Voltaire. It w~ under the auspioes of 
this lodge~ that the collection of discourses which I men
tioned above was published ; and there is no fault found 
with brother Robinet, nor brother Condorcet. '' , 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

~ng BOJt&e account·of Germaa Masonry, and. of tl&e eM· 

OO.ty in pursuit of the Masonic secret to th;e cat>e.s of Old 
· Aberdeen. · 

(P. 53.) "BuT it is now time to t~n Q~r ey.es.to the 
progress of Free Masonry in Germany, ~d the north of 
Europe ; there it took a more serious tum. Free Masonry 
was imported into Germany somewhat later than into 
France. The first German lodge that we hue any account 
of, is that at Cologne, erected in 1716; but very BOOn sup: 
pressed. Before the year 17'.l5, there were -many, both in, 
Protestant and Catholic Gennany.. Those of Wetzlar, 
Frankfort on the Maine, ~runswick,_ and Hamburg, are 
the old~t, and their priority is doubtful. All of them re
ceived their institution from England, and had' patents-from 
the ~other lodge in London. All seem to have got the 
mystery ~hrough the same charinel, the banished !fiends of 
the Stuart family. Many·of these were Catholics, and en
tered into the service of Austria and the Catholic princes. 

" The true hospitality, that is no where more co.nspicuous 
than in the character of the Gennans, made this institution 
a most agreeable and useful passport to these gentlemen ; 
~ as many of them were in military stations, and in garri
son; they found it a very easy matter to ~et up lodges In 
all parts of Germany. These afforded a very agreeable 
pastime to the officers, who had little to occupy them, and 
were already accustomed to a subordination which did not 
affect their vanity on account of family distinctions. As 
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the ensign and the generaJ were equally gentlemen, tlte 
aJlegory, or play of universal brotherhood, '\vas· neither no
vel nor disgusting. Free Masonry was then of the simplest 
form, consisting of the three degrees of apprentice, fellow 
craft, and master. It is remarkable, thatthe Germans had 
been long accustomed to the word, the sign, and the grip 
of the Masons, and sume otller handicraft trades. In inany 
parts of Germany there was a distinction of operative Ma
sons into Wort Maurers and Schrift Maurers. [Word 
Masons, and Writ Masom.] The Wort · Maurers had no 
other proof to give of their having been regularly brought 
up to the trade of builders hut by the word and signs; the 
Schrift Maurors had written indentures to show. , 

" There are extant, an<l i1_1 force, borough laws, enjoining 
the masters of Masons to give employment to journeymen 
who had the proper word and signs. In ·particular, it ap
pears, that some cities had more extensive privilege!$ in this 
respect than others. The word given at Wetzlar, the seat 
of the great council of revision for the empire, entitled the 
posse~or to work over the whole empire. We may infer, 
from the processes and decisions in some of those munici
paJ courts, that a master gave a .word. and token for each 
year's progress of his ·apprentice. . He gave the word of 
the incorporated imperial city or borough on which he de
pended, and also a word peculiar to himself, by which all 
his ow~ pupils would recognise each other. 

" This mode ofrecognizaJ;tcc was probably the only docu
ment of education in old times, while writing was confined 
to a very small part of the community.,. 

(P. 56.) "The Germans have always exhibited a strong 
hankering after every thing that is wonderful, or solemn, or 
terrible ; have ~ways furnished partisans in. the foremost 
ranks of gross absurditi~s, listening with greedy ears to 
the nonsense and jargon of fanatics and cheats ; and 
tho~gh they every day sec examples of many ruined, or 
rend~red ridiculouS by their credulity, new pretenders to 
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ieeletl find numbers ready to lis&en to them, and to run over 
aM same course. 

"Free Masonry, pro&.ing •ysteries, inatalltly rouec:l 
tbele peopie, aatl 1M ~ appeared to 1M adtJemuren 
10Ao aoani.l to pr~ by tie ~ or U&e t.rvqrice of 
tieir d'f*, lie jttut plocu in tAe world for tM ~emS of 
deir opertllioru. The Rosicrucians were the first who 
availed thernaelvee of the opportunity. This was not the 
IOCiety which had appear~ formerly under that name, and 
wu now extinct ; bot a. set of Alchymiats, pretenders to 
the transmutation of metals and the universal medicine, 
who, the better to inveigle their vo~es, had mixed with 
their oWD tricks, a good deal of the absurd superstitions of 
that sect, in order to give a greater . air of mystery to the 
whole, to. ,protract the time of instruction, and to afford 
..-ore room for eYNiODS, ·by mak.ing SQ many difticult eon
ditiom D:eC8IIAlY fOI' perfectm, the grand work, that ·the 
unfortunate gull, who had &browa away his time and his 
money, might believe that.the failure was owi,ng to~ own 
iaeapacity or wditneu for being the PollleSIOr of the grand 
llecret." . . • 

(P. 64.) " The GeriBUl Muoos, ho.wever, did one sensible 
t.bin8 ; they ~edt a deputation to .Old Aberdeen, Scotland, 
to inquire after the caves where their venerable mysteries 
were known, and their treasures were hid. They had, as 
they thought, merited some confidence, for they had remit
ted annual contributiona to their unknown ~periors, to the 
amolDlt of some thoueands of rix dollars. But, alas I their 
ambaaadon found the Free Masone of Old ~een ig
norant of all this, and equally eager to learn from the aJD· 

busadon wAGt 1IHM 1M,. cwipa and ~ of .lt)w 

M__,.,, of wAicA*Y inetD J&OI/&ing Ina tAe litaple tale. of 
oW H.,.,.." 

(P. 58.) ".In 1756,or 1757, a complete r~olution took 
place. The Freoch oftieers, who were pritoners at large 
in Bedia, undertook, with the UIUI'aoce peculiar to their 
nation, to ialtruct the limple Germans in every thiDg that 

42 
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embellishes society. They said, that the homespun I<'ree 
Masonry, which had been imported from England, was fit 
only for the unpolished minds of the British ; but that in 
Fiance it had grown into an elegant system, fit fo~ the pro· 
fession of gentlemen. Nay, they said, that tM EnglUh 
were ignortlllf of troe Masonry, and p011es1ed nothiTtg but 
the introduction to it; and even this waa not under1tood bg 
them. When the ribbons and stlli'B, with which the French 
had ornamented the order, were shown to the Germans, 
they could not · res~t the enchantment. A Mr. Rosa, a 
French commissary, brought from Paris. a complete wa
gon-load of Masonic ornaments, which were all distribsted 
before it had reached Berlin, and he was obliged to order 
another, to furnish the lodges of that city. · It became for a 
while a most profitable· busineSB to many French officers 
and commissaries dispersed over Germany, having nothing 
els~ to do. Every body gaped for instruction, and these 
kind teachers were always ready to bestow it. In ·half a 
year Free Masonry underwent a complete revolu~on all 
over Germany, and Chevaliers (Knights) multiplied without 
number. The Rosaic system was a gospel to the Masons, 
and the poor British system was despised. But the new 
lodges of Berlin, as they had ·been the teachets of the 
whole empire~ wanted also to be the gpvernors, and insist· 
ed on complete subjection &om all others. This startled 
the Free Masons at a distance, and awaked them from their 
golden dreams. Now began a struggle for dominioa and 
for independency. '· This made the old lodges think a little 
about the whole aft&ir. The result of this was a counter 
revolution. 

" Though no. man could pretend that M tmdernood tAe 
true meaning of .Free Maaoory, its origin, itt history, or its 
real aim, all saw that the interpretations of their hiero
glyphics, and the rituals of the new degrees imported &om 
Frnnce, were quite gratuitous. It appeared, therefore, that 
the safest thing for them was an appeal to the birth·place 
of Masonry. They sent to 'London for instruction. There 
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they learned, that nothing was acknowledged for genuine 
unsophisticated Masonry, but 1M three degree~~ ; and that 
the mother lodge of London ·alone could, by her instruc
tiona, prev~nt the moet dqerous. schisms and innovations. 
M~y lodges, therefore, applied for pa&ents and ioatruC:. 
tioas. Patents were euily made out, and most willingly, 
sent to the zealous brethren, and these were thankfully ·r& 

ceived and paid for. But instruction waanotso easy a mat
ter. At that time we had nothing but the Book of Consti
tutiona, dawn up about 17~, by Anderson and Deaaguil~ 
lien, two persons of .little education, and of low manners, 
who had aimed at little more than ma.iing a pretext, not 
altogdler ctm~en&ptible,for a convivialae~ting. This, how-: 
ever, wu received with respect. · We are apt to smile at 
grave men's being satisfied with lmch coarse and scanty 
fare. But it was of use merely because it gave an ostensi
ble reason for resisting. the despotism of the lodges of Ber
lin. Several respectable l~es, particularly that of Frank
fort on the Maine, that of Wetzlar, and the Royal York 
of Berlin, resolutely adhered to the English system, and. 
deaied themselves aU the enjoyments of the French de
~," rather than acknowledge the supremacy of the Jl.o
saic lodges of Berlin." 

Profe88QI' Robison is qualifi.ed to speak of Free Masonry. 
He was a scholar, had taken its higher degrees, had taken 
a part iD its lod:{~~s· io the various -capitala of Europe, en· 
jeyed its· privileges of introduction to a high degree, and 
sometimes speaks of it with a weakness scarce pardona
ble: "innocent hypocrisy;" " ~ pretext for a conviviaJ 
meeting. not altogether contemptible;" yet how frivolous 
aod vain he makes it appear I His passing thrusts, " Tl&e 
~(shall I call theD)) of Free MtJ107WY ;" "S!JI• 
~of Free Ma~enry, (if it may get such a name,)" speak 
a contempt of the thing. not to be counterfeited or mis
taken. 

Profeaor Robiaon next traces the history of the German 
Jod&e11 in their, conversion t_o. be schools of French philoso-
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phy. The particulars are numerous and interelting, bot 
we must come at once to the eoncluaion. 

(P: 75.) " And thus it appears, that Germuy hu ez· 
. perienced the same gradual progress from religion to Athe• 
ism, from decency to dissolulenes~, and from loyalty to re
bellion, which has had its course in -Franee. And I must no• 
add, that this progress has been effected in the same maDDer, 
ancf by the same meana ; and that one ~f die chief meaDI 
of seduction baa been the lodges of the Free Masons. The 
French, along with their numerous orders of knighthood, 
and stars, and ribboDB, bad brought in the cutom of ba· 
ranguing in the lodges ; ud o.s human nature hu a conai~ 
derable uniformity evety where, the same topics. became 
favourite subjects of declamation that had tickled. the ear 
in Fl"aDee: theJe wen the ~e corrupti01111 of sentiments 
and m&DBere among the lunrious or pro1li8ate, and the 
same incitements to the utterance of these sentimen!l, 
where•er it could be doae with safety ; and, I may say, 
that the zealots in all these tracts of free·thinking, were 
more serious, more grave, and fiulatical. The&Q are not 
~~~~ertions a priori. I can produce proofs. There wu a 
Baron Knigge, residiBg at that time. in the neighbourhOod 
of Frankfort, of whom I shall afterwanls have occasion 
&equently to speak. Tbis man was an enthusiast in Ma· 
aonry from his youth, ana had run through every poeaible 
degree of it. He was dissatis~ed with them all, and par· 
ticularly with the &ivolity of the French chivalry ; but he 

. still believed that Maonry ctmtained inNluable Mntl; 

(poor man.) He imagined that he saw a glimpee of them 
ill the cosmo-political and sceptical dileo1U'8fll in their 
lodges ; -he sat down to meditate on these, and soon col· 
leeted his thoughts, and found that those Preach oraton 
were right without knowma it ; and tlull M•miry IIllO• p.,.. 
rratwal religiora tmtl tmivertal cititttfti/Up, an4 tluJl tAU .,., 
al.o ~ CI&Niianity." 

This is the eame Kaigge who penonated Phile iD ~at 
fratetnit)' w~ W eishalapt appeared u Spvtaou, lll4 
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Zwack UIUIDed the name of Cato. He appears to h•ve 
been well fitted by hia Free Muonry for the hi3helt ..... 
of IllwniniiDL 

Abd 10, iDdeed, were a multitude of &he tiateraity ill 
Gei'IIUUly Ql 1776, wheu W eiahaupt appeared ·ai . tlle foua. 
der ~f a new IChool of mystical pbilolophy. 

(P. 81.) " The apirit of innovation had aeized all the bfe. 
tbren.. No man could gi•e a tolerable account of tlae ori
gin, history, or object of the order, &Del it appeared u a 
loll orforptten mystery. 

" The symbols HeOJed to be equally 10eceptible of e•ery 
interpretation, aod DOlle bf these aeemed entitled &o 8llJ 
deaicled pre(ereace, This rendered it a fit inatrument b 
the .Dltiminees, who coinmeDced operations at Munich, 
in Banria, iD the ~ TAeotloN of Good Coemtel. oc· 
this led it will be proper to take eepetial notiee." . 

CHAPTER XLIX . 

.. So tpab tbe eDelll1 or mankind, enclOIIII' 

..,.Jaa..-t. m.... bact I ud towul EYe 

.. All~ hilway: DOt with iDcl•tecl ftft 

.. PI'ODfl oa the pud, u llinoe ~ but oa hi. rear, 

.. Cilcular bue of rillina l"olcb, that towwecl 
• Fohl abcm fold, a IIUll'iDr mue !" ' 

..M'ia.l, Ida beak. 

"Wn iatrodoce the muminati into a treatise upon Free 
Muonry 1 'l'o burden ltuonry with Bins not her own! 

• 
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The IDumioees were a hateful ~ of demoraliDog philo
eoplaers, who sought the entire abolition of every form of 
government, religion, and civil polity ; who aimed, under the 
deluaive hope of an Age of Reaeon, to reduce man to the. 
primitive state of law leu simplicity, • when each father 
should, like Abraham .and 'the Patriarchs, become the ·prielt 
aad absolute sovereign of his ownfamily, and reason be 
the oaly book of laws, the sole, code of man.'-What hu 
Free .Masonry to do with them 1" 

Not so much, gentle reader, as they had to do with Free 
!I(IUI()nry. They wanted a cloak to cover their aehemes; 
,.. For," say they, •• in secreey our strength principally lies. 
On this account we should always conceal ourselves under 
the Qame of some other association. The inferior lodges 
of Free .Masonry are the most convenient cloaks for onr 
grand object ' [why 1] because the world is already fami
liarized with the idea that nothing of importance, or wor
thy of attention, can spring from Masonry." Free Mason
ry was their chosen servant, and this will not recommend 
her as an inmate to the mansions of the just. 

The chiefs were learned men, practised in the ways of 
the world, and possessed infernal cunning beyond compare. 
They chose their measures with much foresight, and pro
secuted them with singular addresa. They studied Free 
Masonry, what it was .;. they. proved its convenience by a 
fiee use. Their knights swore, among other things, •• to 
labour at rendering the ancient free Masonry triumphant 
o\"er the false systems which have crept into it. "-"1 will 
dedicate my life to the discovery of the true religion and 
real. doctrines of Free Masonry, and I will impart my dis
coveries to my superiors." (B. p. 84.) And a part of· the 
knight's duty was to obtain the control of the masonic 
lodges. " In every town of any note situated within their 
district, the secret chapters shall establish lodges for the 
three ordinary degrees, and shall cause men of sound mo
rals, of good repute, and of easy Clrc~tances, to be re
ceived into the lodges. Such run are much to be 1ought 
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after~ and are to.be ...U MaiDJU• emm tl&ouglt t~ Mould 
uheof atty 1ervice to ~ia ita ulterior ,.,;ecu." 
"Spare no pains to gain the ascendancy in thoee I~ 
which are established, either to reform, or to destroy." (JJ. 
voL iii. p. 91.) . . 

The investigations of mch men into tbe origin of Ft-ee 
Masonry, and their speculations upon its .character aacl de
sign, will be worth having. If they 'were utterly at a loa to 
tell whence it sprung, we shall oot be. sure it aifu· 1Ae gift. of 
God to tAe pit Ma.ou, as both editiona of the Book of 
Cooatitutioos of M818aehusetts, Preston, .Caleott, Hutd!ift. 
8011, and others, declare ; · if they deemed it a medley of 
puerilities which the craft themselves do not unde.caad, 
we shall doubt whether it teacAu the ..a liberal ,..,, and 
ICienceB, as Webb, and Cross, and Preston,· and TanuehiH, 
and Daleho, and a host, maintain. If they deieribe it, &ad 
use it, as the fittest of !lll instruments for the acoompUsla
ment of their diabolical purposes against every form of reli· 
gioo and every system of civil govemmeat, we shaD doubt, 
reader, shall we not, whether it does rest, according to Mr. 
Town, and the Grand Chapter of New~York, "on tAe 
aa.e co-eternal and urUhaien f~, c:cmtdin tllld inctfl. 
cate, in avbltance, the Btmte tn1tlt1, and Jiro]Jo8e the Nine ulti
flldte end, t11 thB doctrinu of Clr.riltianity taught by :divine 
revelalion !" 

These impious self-worshippers, to etrect their monstroal 
deeigns, entered into Free Masoary as Satan in Paradiae 
entered into the serpent. The ruin they wr003ht in the 
French , revolution, is enough to make every collliderate 
man shudder, and to be jealous of the means by wkieh it 
wu effected. · Why should we embrace this modern ser
pent,· court it, honour it 1 Why not rather shun it with alt
horrence, if not wit}j dread 1 Say to it u o( old : 

"Beot.ue thou but clone thil, thou an aoouned 
"Above all cattle, each beut ol the field; 
"Upon thy belly grovelling 1balt thou go, 
"And duat thou abalt eat all the daYB of thy life." 

.Milton, lOth book. 



It il cii8ic11lt to eoaceive that mea eaa be eo abaadooecl 
to an .. e of virtue and of piety~ . mea. eamaial 
Bleb, obeening men, be ., ablolately . blind, aod awpid, 
ud ignorant. u &o eeek the lllbfenioo of every city, ud 
to~ and form of government. and eem.blanc:e of reJili• 
wonJUp. But the proot is iudiaputable. 

I cbar_p not Free Masonry with .this guilt ; aoryet ia her 
character quite uot...mshed in the work. She wu tDoir 
wiDiag ud feithfuleervant. (B. p. 158.). "Let the laugll .. 
era Jau&h, the seo&n 100ft"; still the day will come whaa 
pn.a. aocl natiobl.ball disappear &om the filce of the earth, 
ud when each man &hall recogniJe- no other Ia"'- than his 
JeiiOIL TAU llu.rll be tie 8"ffl''l1D01'i of •etnt •ocidiu." 

(B. p. 111.) ·ApR, speakin« of the t~~earu by which to 
gain llil ~icked ends, the claief, W eiabaupt, Ill )'I : " ~ 
lll88DI are de •eera teltool.of philoeophy. These schools 
hal'e been in all age. the archives of nature and of the 
ripu of maa. Thele BChools sball one day retrieve the 
f&ll « humaD nature, and princes ud nations llball disap
pear &om the face of the earth, and that without ~y fto. 
leace. HaJium aature .lhall form oae pat~' aad the 
.. lball become the habitation of the man of reuoa." 
~ The ialvior 1odpi of Free M..Oary are the lllOit ooe

W'enieDt cloab for our grand object," &e. And not a 
cloak merely. Weishaupt undentanda how to ~ 
..- the.roe&Delt implenaeots ol handicraft, equal to .the 
fabled Solomon himself. Hear him. (B. p.lj5,)·" He 
rCJII6Il .,._ ol Muonry· represents man in the pl'i~Ditive 
.._, ~e, 6wt · frw : the ~ lplit, ,. ~arM-, il the 
.tate 9f Wen nature, of mi.Dkind ia . a •tate of civil 119• 
eiety, no Jonser uni&ed in one family, but divided acccriinr 
to their ltates, goTemmenta, or religion& The poti~Jaed 
stone represents mankind reinstated in it• pri8aitiN ~ 
and Wlependmce.,. . . 

Hear him address one of his poliiW ttmau, (thoae who 
had ucended to the top degrees of Dlu.minism.) (B. p. 156.) 
" All we bave done for you hitbeno, was ouly to prepare 
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you to co-operate with us in the annihilation of all magis· 
tracy, all governments, all laws, and all civil sOciety; of 
every republic, and even of democracy' as well as arwtoc· 
racy and monarchy. If you ask how it is poaaible for men 
assembled in towns to live in filture without laws or magis
trates, the answer is clear-desert your tOWillJ and villages, 
and fire your houses. Did men build houses. in the days of 
the patriarchs 1 They were all equal and free : the earth 
belonged to them all: .each had an equal right," &c. 
Weishaupt is mistaken. 

Now, a society which was an excellent cloak for such 
as these, ought to form no part of the habit of an honest 
man. Weishaupt like the devil, 

---------With wpeeticm deep 
"Couidered tmrry J:l'e&bue, which of &II 
"Mollt opportune mirbt 1o.rn bil wilol, and foand'' 
In Masonry, what Satan in serpent, . 
"Fit culd,,/illm imp ·'tf frGul, in tllhom . 
" 7b enler, llftll htl rltut: wggatitml laW 
" Frotn WJrpul riflal." 

Miltlm, 9th book-. 

The sin of .Muonry was, that it basely received an4 
faithfullr served the destroyer ; for that alone it deserves to 
perish, with the r!'lprobation of every honest man. 
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CHAPTER L. 

Weilhaaept, Zwaclc, ~ Knigge: and the Brother lui· 
nuator, or Recruiter. 

" Now he appear~ almOit divine, 
" Like iunocence and love ; 

"But the old Serpent lurks within, 
" Wh1111 be aaumtill die don."-W IJIU. 

·IN giving some account of Illuminism, as connected with 
Free Masonry, I shall confine myself for the facts, at least, 
to the original Ieite~ and papers of th_, fraternity, publish
ed, with every mark of authenticity, in the works of Barruel 
arid Robison. The writings are generally so plain as to re
quire little comment, and so extraordinary as to force the 
~efteetions of the reader. They will serve to show the d4n
ger of abusing reason, while we seem most to qse it ; and 
the madness of attempting to reform the world by the over
throw of religious worship in the fear of God. They will 
show the nature and dangerous tendency of aJI secret 'asso
ciations, and particularly the flexibility and emptiness of 
Free Masonry. 

I cannot enter upon this subject farther, without express
ing my high consideration of the Abbe ·Barruel's treatise 
upon the IIJuminees : to him I am most indebted. His 
plan is perspicuous, his documents are copious, and .every 
one authenticated in such manner that no reader can rise 
from the perusal of his work without an irresistible convic
tion, both from the ~entiments and from the designs of the 
Illuminees, that they are justly entitled a sect, "the most 
disastrous in its principles, the most extensive in its Views, 
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and the molt atrociOUJiy cunning ill ita me&o~," that ever 
disgraced the earth, ' 

Every member of the ftatemity had a name peculiar to 
himself 88 an Illuminee, in which name he acted ou all oeo 
cuions of the society. Every considerable town, too, had 
its name of Dluminism ; and every kingdom. They wrote 
aJso in cipher, the different degrees having dift"erent hiero
glypbies. Their papers were seized by the di&rent go
vemmentll of Germany 8bd published; 8bd their whole 
aim wu completely detected and expoeed by the&e, and 
by the confeuions of the di&appoitlted of their order. 

In speaking of the principals, I will give both their own 
name, and their name of adoption. It is worthy or remark, 
that the names they affected were such 88 honest men 
woald hate. The founder and builder, Adam Weishaupt, 
tGok the name of Spartacus, a gladiator of ancient Rome, 
who, in a deeperate rebellion of three yean, caWJed eearce
ly less danger to the commornvealth than · HBilDibal had 
done. It would be odious to plaee tbis man befbre the 
reader in the depravity of his private life, with the ruU blue 
of proof upon bia countenance. And to call him by the 
epithets he deserves for his base immorality, would unne
oeasan1y disfigure the page. It is enough to aay, that he 
gave fidl proGf, in his own life, of the detestable natare of 
dae false prineiples w~b guided· him, abd wbieh he ... 
lously communicated to others. 

Though of mean birth, his talenta and aequiremelltl 
were ~aflicient to gain for him the Profeuorship of LaWI in 
the University of Ingolltadt, in Bavaria; his native count.,., 
before he bad attained his twenty-eighth yM~-; and before 
he was thirty he had plans in. operation fOr the reformation 
of the world, by tAe dutruction of all relipnu pri:nt:iple.. 

Zwack; a German lawyer, who adopted the name of 
Cato, without so much as temperance or chastity to entitle 
him to· the appellation o.f that stem and virtuous Roman, 

Wll ·• IIICODd gJ.aDd officer ia thil &atemity. 
And Knigge, a man offubion, UKI of the world, a famoat 
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Free Mason, and lover of good cheer, surnamed himlelf 
Philo, and by hie epistles and serviCe&, seems entitled to 
the third rank in this brotherhood of smooth-tongued im· 
poston. 

Their plan of operations divided the sect into two 8fand 
clu&es ; these were again divided into many degrees. 

The first clue was that of preparatiOil, and the three 
first degrees of this clus were the three first de~ of 
Muonry, unless we say, that novices in Illuminism were 
always selected from muters ·in Free Masonry. Then four 
degrees brought them to the second class, or mysteries ~ of 
the mysteries there were five degrees. 
· Dluminism, proper, had nine degrees, grafted on the 

three tint degrees• of Free. Masonry : all the remaining 
degrees of Muonry were used u Occasion required ; and 
sened the disciples of Weishaupt u the twenty colhlteral 
degreea 1ene the BUblime sovereigns: " which· they gene
rally communicate free of apense to those brethren who
are high enough to understand them. "-(Daklao'1 Ora
ticnu, p. 80.) 

EYerydegree had one member, who was, by the code 
itlelf, entitled, &om his official duty, " Brother I-..uator," 
and, IODletimee, " Btother Recruiter." · The Free Mason 
lodpl we.., the pools in ·which the Broth_er Recruiter an· 
gled for no\'icea in DJuminism, and the manner of baiting 
abd taking hi8 prey will be best understood from the follow· 
ing directioua, furnished by the statutes of the order. 

(B. p. 30.) "He· must begin by descantiag on the 
sapreme felicity of being versed in sciences which few can 
approach ; of walking in the paths of light, while the vul· 
gar are groping in darkness. He mast reutark, that there 

* Barrael, who best undentood the plmu or the mamin-, mak• all 
Free Muowy 01111 collateral to mamini.an ; Rohi8oo, who wu better 
UiDed ill their ,..,m-, mabl the three fint derre- of Muonry tile 
stoc)l, &all ijlumiaiam the 1eicm. 
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esist doctrines solely transmitted by secret traditions, be
cause they are above the comprehell8ion of common minds. 
In proof of his assertions, he will cite the Gymnosopbists in 
the Indies, the priests of Isis in Egypt, and those of Eleu· 
sis, and the Pythagorean school in Greece." 

(P. 32.) "Let your first care .be to gain the affection, 
the confidence, and the esteem of those persons whom you 
are to entice into the order ; let your whole conduct be 
such, that they. shall surmise so~ething more in you than 
you wish to show-hint that you belong to some secret and 
powerful society-excite little by little, and not at once, a 
wish in your candidate to belong to a similar society-cer
tain arguments, and . certain boob, which the insinuator 
must have, will greatly · contributE! to raise. such a wish ; 
such are, for example, those which t.reat of the union and 
strength of associatioll8." 

(P. 33.) "To sound the very bottom of his mind; the 
insinuator will pretend to consult him, as if he had been in
trusted with certain secrets ; he will make objec'tions on 
the secrecy of these societies ; but should they make too 
much impression, he wiD resolve them ·himself. · At other 
times, to stimulate the curiosity of his pupil, he will hold a 
letter in his hand written in a cipher, or he will leave it 
half open on his table, giving his candidate sufficient· time 
to observe the cipher, and then shut it up with all the air of 
a man who has important correspondences to keep se
cret." 
· This claim of the Brother Insinuator to the science.~ and 

"'to the light, while the rest of. mankind are in profane dari
f&UI ; this claim to valuable doctrines trammitte4 by secrel 
trtJditiolu, and this attempt to excite curiosity, and magnify 
aelf-importance, by evident attempts to conceal a mystery, 
are all in. the very image of Free. Masonry. Few will.ad
mire them in the professed inlinuator. 



,. 

361 W&liBAVf'l''IIKnai!VII VI&'WI or 

CHAPTER LI. 

~: fte Mtl ltllfeli~ IM IMdP: R«uoff tlrm
.Rtligion. 

... Witla tact ...... 
" A$ fiNt. UOQII who IGIIPt. a-. bat ..,_. 
"To ila.temlpt..llicle-loDc,beworbbilwa.J. 

" Oft be bowed 
.. m. am.t cz-. a~~d IIJeek enamelled DMk, 
"l'a.....,.llld llckMdae &'fOIIIld wbereoa the trod.., ....,b. e. 

Taa innOce.at upect IIIWilecl by thil fratemitJ, il 
wortb:J, in fraud, ol the Tempter himael£ The aariae 
ia JUde, at. biB iatrodactioa, to say, "I IUbject IDJIBif 
the dlbre williagly to'the secrecy required, u my introducer 
auares me that nothing is eYer tnmi&Cted in this IOCiety 
,_,fo.l.to religien, ~.or tie lfllle." (B. p. 38.) 

These words are put' into the mouth of the novice, and· 
prepare him with r»nfidenee to receive the following intro
duction to the statutea of hil degree, which are nowplaoed. 
in hie hands. 

. (B. p. 41.) " For the traaquillity ud aeourity· of all 
the ·brethren, whether novice~; or active blemben or· the 
aociety, and to prevent all iD gromJded. ~~t~~PieiODI,· or .._.. 
greeable doubts, the venerable order decl~~e~, that it abso
lutely baa in .,u., no pndect, enterpn.e, or ~. 
1lur!fUl to the ~tate, to religion, or to good flltW'aU ; Clll4 tlult 
it ICIVour"l nothing of that nature in any of it1 ~. Its 
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d81ip, all Us toiJI, eolely tend to inepire men with a zeal 
for ~e perfection of their moral cha'racten, to imprepate 
theiil with humane and aociabJe sentiments, to counteract 
the plans of the wicked, to succour oppres~ed and .sutfer· 
iDe virtue, to favour the adv&,ncement of men of mem, and 
to render those sciences univeraal, which are aa yet bidden 
&om the generality of men. Such is not lhe coloured pre. 
tezt, but lhe real object of the order." 

To attain this "real object," _the sect were insaru~ ... 
-arleuly " to employ the .•ame meau for a good purpoee, 

· which impoeton use for an evil purpose." If bad men 
will lie to gain their ends, it is hard, according to W eii
laaupt, .if 8€Jotl men may not ha;ve the II8.Die privilege, em
ploy a lie to defeat a tie. Good men, and yet liar•! Thia 
is worthy of the Illumineea ; a doctrine fit. for the J1isht, 
proper to.be inculcated in a secret society. 

He carries it, ia the following maxim, one step further : 
" The end sanctifies the means." To thi1 precept of their 
moral code they commonly referred in their writings, and 
iii vahte they amply proved in their wretched li.ves, makinB 
it their apology for every apeciet of wickeclnelll not fit· to 
be named. The sect, in a •ummary made by B.,-ru~ 
lpl&k aa follow• : " If, to overturn Chriltianity and every re· 
tipHl, we have pretended solely to poueu true . Chriiti.u· 
t;y, ths true religion, remember, the pul •anctifiu ~~ traea~; 
tiN Mlfl6 fiiUit tnake ue of all tlwae mean~ for pod pur
IIO"U• tDAich tk IDit:ietl do for et1il. The means we er& 
ployed to rid you, and which we continue, to rid mankirul 
of all reJi8ion, are but a pioue fraud, which we always 
meant to reveal to you, when capable of unden&aDding it." 
0, how deceived I They become imps, the better to op
poee the PriDce of the power of the air I They. ue the 
Weapofl& of black.neu and of despair, to maintain the 
throne of heq.v"' I They would become gods, by foul trans
greaio.-. How plainly thia manifeat.e " tlte ~pint t'Mt noco 
worietla in tAe ciUlbm of dilobetli~e." ( }J)ph. ii. 2.) 

Their lesaoD& profess to treat of morality, and morality 

I 
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alone. We~haupt says, " Not 'that morality which, adding 
to the miseries of 'the .miserable, throws them into a state of 
pusillanimity and despair, by the threats or heU and the 
fear of devils.'" (B. p.l~.) He is a true Free _Mason, 
and would make men better without the help of fear.· Let 
others learn from his success, and ·beware of appearing 
wise above what _is written. . 

It is a remarkable definition they give to the word mora· 
lity. "True morality," they say, "is no other than the art 
of teaching men to shake otf their wardahip, to attain. the 
age of manhood, and ti.us to need neither princes nor go
vernments." They say, •• man is· wicked, because religion," 
the state, and 'bad example, penierts him." They form 
liberal opinions of human nature, and labour indefatigably 
to inculcate their sentiments ; their lme1 all the while giving 

, them the lie. With ferv'our they exclaim, "May o.ur princi
ples become the fo_undation of all morals I Let reason, at 
length, be. the religfon of men!" 

"This exhortation," says the Abbe Barruel, "Will ena
ble the reader to solve the problem of· the allan of wor· 
ship, and the festivals of R-eason, in the French revolutiOn ; 
nor will he be any longer at a 10118 to know from what· 
loathsome den their shameless goddess arose." (B. p. 119.) 

· It is sickening to contemplate this exh~bition of depravi· 
ty ; but meeting with it in this connexion, it is good 'to pre-· 
sent it here, that all may be admonished. They would have 
their principles the foundation of all morals, and 7eas~n. 
their religion. · Nothing seemed to them more reaiOnable 
than this, notwithstanding the chosen basii of their moral 
code was that very principle which the i01pired apoBtle · 
repels with indignation, : " as we be slanderously reported,' 
and as some affirm that we say, Let·us do evil that good 
may come;" and notwithstanding their lives were there
verse of that required by reason instructed in the scrip
tures, and made obedient to the revealed will of God. 
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OF THE NATURE or SECR.ET SOCIETIES. 

CHAPTE~ LII. 

Requilitioru of ~uminim&; Weishaupt'• impre1rive View~ 
of the nature of Secret Societie1. 

14 The wretch that deala iD lly d-*t, 
" I'll uot eudure a uight; 

"The liar'e toDpe I'll ever bate, 
"And b&Diah from my light." 

Wt11t1. 

Tac statutes of the order furnish four and twenty formal 
questions to be put to the novice, each of which he is ex
pected to answer in the affirmative. Several of them, in 
the likeness of Free Masonry, I copy here, to see how they 
look in' the hands of the IUuminees. ) 

(B. p. 47.) "Ques. II. Have you seriously reflected on 
the importance of the step you take, in binding your•elf MJ 
engagemmt1 that are unbotDn to you?" 

Were this question fairly put to every candidate for Ma.. 
sonry, the number of the fraternity would diminish. 

(B. p. 48.) "Quell. XI. Do you moreover grant the pow
er of life and death to our order 1 On what grounds would 
yo~ refuse or recognise in it such a right 1" 

Though Free Masons are not caJJed upon to reeogni•e · 
such a right in their order, circumstances render it too cer
tain, that some have, in this favoured land, aBBUmed the 
power demanded by Illuminism, of life and death over 
the memben of the fraternity. 

" Ques. XII. Are you disposed, on all occasions, to give 
the preference to men of our order, over all other men f" 

This is so nearly like the requisitions of Free Masonry, 
that the difference is not worth naming. And it is an im-
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portant requisition ; one that leads many an idle brother to 
ruin. Calculating on the custom, the employment', or the 
vote of the craft, as in a measure secured to him by the 
laws of the institution, he does not always make that effort 
t~ deserve patronage, which those must make, who rely 
solely upon their own meritJJ to secure public esteem and sup
port ; and while he is attentive at the lodges, and ready to 
teach at the lectures, and decorated with the badges of 
Masonic honours, upon the festivals of Free Masonry ; his 
shop, and trade, a.nd profeuion, and family, are all mourn
ing his absence and neglect. 

It is important, too, as it gives the Free Mason an undue 
advantage over his fellow citizens not masonr. Two men 
of a trade or profession, equally deserving public favour, but 
one a Free Mason and the other not, tl1e fraternity are bound 
by their Ma~onic obligation1, to employ and prtifer the brotlter 
MfJIIon. The Mason may think this is quite right ; but the 
honest mechanic, who is left with a bare support, to contend 
both against the hardships of poverty, and the secret influ
ence of a selfish fraternity, will most certainly complain. 

The known advantage of the patronage of the cran, is 
undoubtedly the reason why thousands of young men; 
feeling about them for supports in the first part of the du
ties of life, have entered into the fellowship of the lodges ; 
and the ~ountenanee and support they have received &om 
acquaintances formed there, will he, perhaps, the most 
powerful bond of attachment to the interests of this mys
terious association . 

. But to return to Weishaupt. The novice in Illuminism 
promises, in the conclusion, " to be faithful to all the laws 
of his order, and to support it with his counsels, hia for
tune, and aU other means;" subjecting himself" to for
feit his hon~:mr, and even his life, should he ever break his 
promise." 

How like Free Masonry is this obligation I Only it is 
horribly 1urpassed in the forms of the forfeiture of life, 
which the hoodwinked candidate is called solemnly to re
peat nfter the clear sighted master. 
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I said that Free Masons are not called upon to recognite 
the power of life and death in the order; and so I under
stand it. Others unde1stand it differently. It is true, the 
candidate invoices a cruel death, which would make a com
mon executioner shudder to inflict ; but if one acknow
ledges any power short of the Supreme, adeCJuate to inftiet 
that death, he errs. 

This would be efFectually clearing a transgressor from aU 
danger of the precise death invoked ; but it is lea"Ying the 
case with Him who will not sufFer the wicked to go un
puniShed, and who, " after be hath killed, bath power to 
cast into hell."-( Luke, xii. 5.) 

The novice is now ready for promotion. He is causecl 
by his introducer to requell tl&e P"otectiOJ& of the order. 

(B. p. 52.) "Your reque11t is just," replies the supe
rior. " In the name of the most serene order from which I 
hold my powers, and in the name of all its members, I pro
mise you protection, justice, and help. Moreover, I protest 
to you once more, tluzt you will find 1tothing among UB hurt
ful eitMI- to religion, to morals, or to tAe state;" (here the 
initiator takes in his hand the naked sword which lays upoa 
the table, and, pointing it at the heart of the novice, con
tinues,) " but should you ever be a traitor or . a peajurer, 
assure younelf that everi brother will be called upon to 
arm against you. Do no't flatter yourself with the ~bi
Iity of escaping, or of finding a place of security. Wherever 
thou mayest be, the rage of the brethren, shame and· re
morse, shall follow thee, and prey upon thy very entrails. 01 

(He lays down the sword.) "'But if you persist in the de· 
sign of being admitted into our order, take the oath." 

The oath contain11 promises of inviolable secrecy, of 
obedience to the orders of superiors, and of reristlllt.Ce to 
tie enemies of citJil society ; the Illuminee is not far enough 
advanced at the second degree, to understand the mysterielt 
of the higher degrees, but is made to swear hoatility to the 
very aims which at length he is expected to support. No 
doubt the higher degrees of Masonry are free of this Bin, 
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and yet it is to a pdy height they ascend. At the rate Pres
ton, Webb, Cros8, and a host, pretend they learn in the 
three first degrees, if Masons do not begin to tmkam by 
the time they reach the twelfth or fi~nth degree, they 
must get out of all known materials of acquisition. This 
fact will be very plaip, when it is recollected, that in the sin
gle degree of fellow craft, if we may believe these renown
ed Free Masons, are taught tile jive noble order• of arc/li
tecture, and the 1euen liberal arta and 1ciencu, to perfec
tion. 

In the second degree of pure Illuminism to which the 
novice is now admitted, he takes the name of MiaerMl; 
and this lodge &88umes the character of a learned society 
or academy, as was recommended to the infidel philoso
phers by Voltaire, in his letter to D'Alembert. Letter 85. 
A. D. 1761. " Let the real philosophers unite in a brother· 
hood like the Free Masons. This secret academy will be 
far superior to that of Athens, and to all those of Paris." 

The days in which the academy met were called Holy, 
and the place of meeting a church. At the commence
ment of each sitting, the president is always to read some 
chosen passage from the Bible, or Seneca, or Epictetus, or 
Confucius; and to comment in IUs own way. "The care 
be takes to give all these works the same weight and au
thority, will be sufficient to make the pupils view the Bible 
in a similar light with ~e. works of pagan philosophers." 

So, in Free Masonry, the t:ffect of the prayers, the scrip
ture p&88ages, and the Bible itself, placed with the square 
and ~om passes, constituting " the three great lights of Ma· 
sonry," and carried in solemn pomp with the Book of Con· 
stitutions, is not unlike that produced by the readings of 
the Minerva! Academy, if the power of the laws of &88o
ciation in the human mind be not, this once, mysteriously 
suspended. 

" Now t.be Bible, ~r4, ud CIOIIIpCIII1 

" BhiDe u light. 'Wit.b brillia~~t ray; 
.. Then t.be d&ilela~~d t.be lll4llll 

.. Take UCl'IICeDCIIIWI7·" 

Jfar.Jrir. 1816,p.t6. 
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.Also, the dispotition which some good Masons discover 
to imitate Dermott, Hardie, and others, in calling the royal 
arch, " the holy roytil areA," is too nearly resembling the 
Minerva! church to be encouraged or countenanced. 

Should the Minenal retain what the chiefS call religion· 
ut opinion~ and inclinationa, he is never permitted to ad· 
vance higher, but receives a Sta Bene.• Those who im
prove under their tutors, have yet seven degrees to climb. 
We will not follow them in their .. mad ascent, nor yet leave 
unnoticed their frequent assertions, and ample proofs, that 
"they make use of secret societies u tire OJtly.and Wli&
peuable meana of accomplishing their unhallowed ends." 
(B. 101.) 

It is astonishing what clear views Weishaupt takes of 
the advantages offered to his schemes by mysterious asso
ciations ; it requires only a small1hare of sense to perceive, 
that usociations ministering largely to the wants of this 
fiend, can have no inherent difficulty in sening a multitude 
of spirits less disciplined to vice~ 

"Here," says the Abbe Barruel, (p. 126.) "let magis
trates, the chiefS of natioas, every man who still retail)s any 
regard for the support of laws and empires, and of civil 
1oeiety, let them, I say, read, and meditate on these advan
tages. The lesson is 'of the utmost importance. Whoever 
you are ; all honest citizens, whether Free MtJBoru, Rori
cruciana, Mopae1, Her.Derl of Wood, Knigl&ta ;t all you who 
thirst after the mysteries of the lodges, cease to accuse me 
of conjuring up. chimerical dangers. I am not the man 
who speaks; it is he who of all others has been the but ac
qtllliated with your associations, and has known what ad
vantages could be drawn from them by able and patient 
conapirators.-Read, and tell us which is the most impres· 
sive on your mind, the pleasures you may find in your lodges, 

• Stop, my good fellow. 
t Nama or IICrtt &atemi\iel in Europe. 
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or the dangers of you,r couutry. Read, and if the name of 
citizen be still dear to you, reJect whether yours 1iould ,.... 
main inscribed on the regi1ters of a 1ecret 1ociety. Y Oil were 
ignorant of the dangers ; the most monstroue of conapiraton 
will Jay them open to you, and he will caJl them ADVANTAG&S. 

He literally says, " that though these mysterious IIIIJO. 

ciationa should not attain our object, they prepar• the way 
for us ; they give a new interest to the cause ; they presen& . 
it under points of view hitherto uaobserved ; they stimulate 
the inventive powers, and the expectations of mankind~ 
they rMWkr men mor6 ind!fferent as to the interertl of go
vernment•; they bring men of divers nations and religiohs 
within the same bond of union ; they deprive too chuTch 
tllld state of their flhlert and mort lnboriOU8 mem~1 ; they 
bring men together, who would never otherwise have 
known or met each other. By thi6 metlaod alone they •· 
dermine the foundation of stater, thouKh they Aot1 reallg110 
IUCh pr~ect in vielo. They thrOtD tlum& together, tlltdlfltlie 
them clark one agai111t tl1e other. They teach mankind the 
power and force of union ; they point out to them the im
perfection of their political cOJ&stitutimtr, and that without 
exposing them to the suspicions of their enemies, such as 
magistrates and public governments. They flali our pro
gnu, tllld procure liB the facility of incorporating in ow 
planB, and of admitting into our order, after the proper lri
.U, the most able men, whose patiet1ce, long abtued, thirm 
after the grand ultimatum. By this means· they weaken 
the enemy ; and though they should never triumph over 
~im, they wiU, at least, diminiBA the na.mtber1 and the zeal 
of his partisans ; they divide his troops to cover the auaci. 
In proportion as these new associations, or secret societies, 
formed in different states, shall acquire strength and pru· 
dence o.t the expense of the former ones, (that is to say, 
of civil society,) the latter murt weaken, and inrenribly faU." 

The lovers of Free Masonry will not reject the testimony 
of Weishaupt, as they might that of a clergyman or of a 
patriot. He was not a religionist whose attacbmeat to 
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the church made. him hostile \o the covert attacks of the 
adversary ; he was not a lover of his country, that he should 
describe the influence and tendency of secret associations 
in the terror of his soul, for its civil rig~ts and political liber
ties. This old fox, descanting upon them with the cool
ness of an impartial philosopher, says: "They undermine 
the foundation of states, though they had really no such 
project in view. They throw them together, and make 
them clash· one against the other." 

Here I am reminded of a fact worthy of the reader's con
Jiideration. What more unstable than New-York P.oli
tics 1 The nation know, and it is the reproach of the state, 
that on any question of great public interest, the decision 
of New-York cannot be calculated from her past expres
sions at the polls, within any definable limits; a difference 
of 20,000 votes sometimes occurring in a ·very short pe
riod. 

Again, Connecticut, on the eastern border of New-York, 
is not less celebrated for her steady habits. None can fail 
to have observed this, who notice the events of past times. 

Connecticut has a soil proverbial among the fraternity ' 
for the stinted growth of Free Masonry; and in New
york, this society has pushed deeply its roots, enlarged itl 
trunk, and spread abroad its branches, flourishing and tow
ering like a plane tree in. the rich vale of the Ohio. 

It is not only in mechanics that action and reaction are 
equal. The habits of Connecticut and New-York have not 
been inert under the action of Free Masonry, nor has Free 
Muonry failed to exert a powerful influence on the morals 
and politics of the chief state of the union. 

The contests of Clipton and Tompkins for the chair of 
the grand master were parallel in the fraternity to the po
litical struggle of the same candidates for the office of go
vernor of New-York. And the later strife between Clinton 
and Jackson for the influence of the office of some general 
grand commander, or general grand high priest of ·the 
union, had a direct reference to the presidential election 
then next coming. Verbum sat sapienti. 

t 1 

\ 

~ 
I 
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CHAPTER 1111. 

Weishaupt's Views of the Unknown Origin of Free Ma
sonry. 

"Tho111h 10me may pretend we've no ~~~cr~~t. to lulow, 
" Such idle opiniODI their iporance lhow ; 
"While othem with nptlll'el, .t:r1 om • flw;re f'fii11GW,' 
" In Free Muou' b0101D1 they lltilllie CODoe&led." 

Caoa'O'I. "We alway• are ftee, 
" And foreyer agree ; 
" Support.iDg each other, 
" Brother helpi brother, 

" No mol1ala on earth are 10 fiiendly u -·" 
Bao1uf Cor&r. tf JltJU. A. D. 179!. p. !41. · 

A nw extract& from the corres}>onden'te of the chiefi, 
throwing light upon Free Masonry, will prove interestiDg to 
the reader. 

And let no man think in his heart, that there is base art 
in connecting this notice of Illuminism with an examina
tion of Free Masonry. Fidelity to the truth, and an honest 
desire to lay the true value of Free Masonry before the 
public, compel me to show, in their own language, the uae 
made of it by these champions of a new morality indepen· 
dent on religion; 

(R. p. 90.) " I declare," says Weishaupt, " and I chal
lenge all mankind to contradict my declaration, that no 
man can give any accotmt of the order of Free Maanry, 
of ill origin, of its hiltOf"'!J, of its object, nor any u:p~tma. 
tion of it• mysteriu and rymbols, wkich dou not leace the 
mind in total uncertainty on o1l tlaue points. Every man is 
entitled, therefore, to give any expluatioD of the symbols, 
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and any system of the doctrines, that he can render palata· 
ble. H(mOe have sprung up that variety of systems, which 

. for twenty years have divided the order. The simple tale 
of the English, and the fifty degrees of the French, and the 

. knights of Baron Hunde, are equally authentic, and haYe 
equally had the support of intelligent . and zealoUB breth· 
ren. 

" These systems are, in fact, but one. They luztJe all 
8p1'U1Ig frqm the blue lodge of three thgreu; take these for 
their standard, and found on these all the improvements by 
which each system is afterwards suited to the particulat ob
ject which it keeps in view. There is no man, nor sy1teln, 
in the world, which can show by undoubted succession, that 
it should stand at the head of the order. Our ignorance 
in this particular ·frets me. Do but conlider oUr 1/tort laifto
ry of 120 yearr. ff?ao will •how me the motl&er lod6e? 
Thole of London we have dilcovered to be 1elj-erec1ed in 
1716. [1717.] Ad: for their archive11. They teU you tiev 
were burnt. They have nothing but the wretched sophis
tications of the Englishman Anderson, and the Frenchman 
Desaguilliers. Where is the lodge of York, which pretends 
to tile priority, with their King Boudeo, and the archives 
that he brought from the East 1 The1e too are bumt.
What is th~ Chapter of Old Aberdeen, a.bd its holy cleri
cate 1 Did we not foul it uninown, and tAe Ma~on ~ 
there the molt ignorant of aU the ignorant, gaping for ira· 
11ructioa jrqm our deputies ?• Did we not find the same 
thing at London 1 And have not their missionaries been 
among UB, prying into our mysteries, and eager to leam 
from UB wlult il true Free Ma~onry! It is in nia, there· 
fore, to appeal to judges ; they are no where to be fouod; 
·all claim for themselves the BCeptre of the order ; all, ill· 
deed, are on an equal footing. ' They obtained followen, 
not from their authenticity, but &o.m their condueiveneuto 

• See R~ilou, p. M, eztraot.ecl iD .uu. volume. 
4.'i 

• 
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the end which they proposed, and from the importance of 
that end.' It is by this scale that we must measure the 
mad and wicked explanations of the Rosicrucians, the Ex
orcists, and the Cabalists. These are rejected by all good 
Muons, because incompatible with social happiness. On· 
Jy such systems as promote this, are retained. But, alas I 
they are all sadly deficient, because they leave us under tho 
dominion of political and religious prejudices ; and they 
are as inefficient as the sleepy dose of an ordinary sermon. 

•• But I have contrived an explanation which has every 
advantage; is inviting to ChriBtimu of every communion, 
gradually frees them from all religtous prejudices, cultivates 
the social virtues, and animates them by a great, a feasi
ble, and l]ltedy prospect of universal happiness, in a state 
of liberty and moral equality, freed from the obstacles 
which subordination, rank, and riches, continually throw in 
our way. My explanation is accurate and complete; my 
means are effectual and irresistible. · Our secret association 
works in a way that nothing can withstand, and man shall 
8001& be free and llappy." · 

I have been ready to indulge a hope, that some rational 
account of the origin, history, and object of Free Masonry, 
might be given ; but, as much as Weishaupt's principles 
are to be contemned, hi8 penetration in the knowledge or 
history, of human institutions, and or character, is such as 
to command respect ; and though coming in an age after 
biro, wi~ some efforts to understand the subject, few will be 
ready this day to take up his gauntleL But let us hear no 
more from those simple men who state matters of fact in 
maaonic history beyond the sixteenth century, beyond the 

. Christian era, beyond the flood. 
Weis-haupt, i. e. wise-Aead, he was rightly named. Pro

found in research, he declares, that .. all the systems of Ma
sonry have sprung from 'the blue lodge of three degrees;" 
i. e. the master's lodge. Whence that sprung he is igno
rant, and hia ignorance frets him. He can tro.ce it to the 
lodge self-constituted in London, A. D. 1717, but no fur-
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ther. " Ask for their archives I They tell you tM, toere 
burnt.'' 

Britons and Germans, with eager interest inquire, " What 
ia true Free Masonry 1" Weishaupt's answer will never 
be improved ; which he applies to the authenticity. of the 
different ~tuals, but the reader applies to Free Masonry 
itsel£ Free Masonry obtains follower•, not for ita autlaen· 
ticity, but for ill conduciveneaa to the end they prqpoae. 

CHAPTER LIV. 

WeW&aupt'• Plan for the Dilaemination of Light. 

"Fooll ill their bearta belie't'e aad ay, 
" That all relifion'• niD ; 

"There i1 no God that reipl onhiah, 
" Or miudl the a&in of men • 

.. From tbought110 dreadful and ptoJiule, 
" Corrupt dilcoune proceed., 

" And in.IAeir impiolu TiaMI tmj'tluM 
"Abomiflllble deedi."-Watta. 

Spartacus to Oato, Feb. 6, 1778.-That is, Weishaupt to 
Ztoack. 

•" Mon but eat de faire valoir Ia raiaon. As a subordi
nate object, I shall endeavobr to gain security to ourselves, 

t It il m7 aim to ualt reuoa. 
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a backing in ease of misfortunes, and assistance from with· 
out. I shall, therefore, press the cultivation of science, es· 
pecially such sciences as may have an influence on our re
eeption in the world, and may serve to remove obstacles 
out of the way. We have to struggle with pedantry, with 
intolerance, with divines and statesmen, and, above all, 
princes and priests are in our way. Men are unfit as they 
are, and must be formed ; each class must be the school of 
trial for the next. This wiJI be tedious, because it is hazard
ous. In the last classes, I propose academies under the 
direction of the order. This will secure us the adherence 
of the literati. Science shall here be the Jure. Only those 
who are assuredly proper subjects, shall be picked out &om 
among the inferior classes for the higher mysteries, which 
eontain the first principles, and means of promoting a 
happy life. No religionist must, on any account, be admit
ted into these ; for here we work at the discovery and ex
tirpation of superstition and prejudices. The instructions 
shall be so conducted, that each shall disclose what he 
thinks he conceals within his own breast, what are his ru
ling propensities and passions, and how f'ar he has advanced· 
in the command of himself. This will answer all the pur
poses of auricular confession. And, in particular, every 
person shall be made a spy on another, and on all around 
him. Nothing can escape our sight. By these means we 
shall readily discover who are contented, and receive with 
relish the peculiar state, doctrines, and religious opinions, 
that are laid before them; and, at last, the trust-worthy 
alone will be admitted to a participation of the whole 
maxims and political constitution of the erder. In a coun
cil composed of such members, we shall labour at the con
trivance of means to drive, by degrees, the enemies of rea
son, and of humanity, out of the world, and to establish a 
peculiar morality and religion, fitted for the great society of 
mankind. 

"But this is a ticklish project, and requires the ubnost 
circumspection. The squeamish will start at the sight of 
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religious or political novelties ; and they must be prepared 
.for them. We must be particularly careful about the books 
which we recommend. I shall confine them at first to mo
ralists, and reasoning historians. This will prepare for a 
patient reception, in the higher classes, of works of a bolder 
flight; such as Robinet's Sy1teme de la Nature-Polit~ 
Naturelle-Philoaophie de la Nature-Sy1teme Social, 
the writinga of Mirohaud,• &c. Helvetius is fit only Cor 
the strongest stomachs. If any one has a copy already, 
neither praise nor find fault with him. Say nothin$ on 
such subjects to intrants, for we do not know how they will 
be received ; folks are not yet prepared. Marius, [Hertel,] 
an excellent man, must be dealt with. His stomach, which 
cannot yet digest strong food, must acquire a better tone. 
The hllegory on which I am to found the mysteries of the 
higher orders, is_, the fire wor1hip of the Magi. We must 
have some worship, and none is more apposite. LET THERE 

·BE LIGHT, AND THERE SHALL BE LIGHT. This is my motto, 
and is my fundamental principle. The degrees will be 
fmm- orden, parseD orden ; all very practicable. In the 
course through these there will be no STA·BENE. For I 
engage, that not one shall enter this class who has not 
laid aside his prejudices. No man is fit for our order who 
is not a Brutus or a Cataline, and is not ready to go 
every length. Tell me how you like this 1" 

"Truly," he said, " this is a ticklish project, and needs 
the utmost circumspection." It is to the credit of his wis
dom, that he did not expect its immediate accomplishment. 

(B. p. 116.) " Serve, assist, and mutually support each 

• Amoq the infidel arta practiied by Voltaire'• ~ehool, this wu one; 
to pabliah IC&Ildalou boob under cover of honest n&mes. Robinet'• Sy~o 
a.me de 1a !f&ture wu med &om the pre~~, A. D. 1770, in the name of 
....,_ ltrlirabaad, dead ten year~ before. Read, " The writ.inp of Miza. 
beau are ~t oaly for the ltroqelt 1tomachs," and tho ~ente il complete. 
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other," he say.s," augment our numbers, and leave to time 
and posterity tbe care of doing tbe rest." (B. p. 127.) 
" The seed is sown wl.ence shaJI spring a new world ; the 
roots extend themselves; they have acquired too much 
atrength ; they have been too industriously propagated for 
the day of harvest to fail us. Perhaps it may be necessary 
to wait thousands and thousands of years ; but, sooner or 
later, nature shall consummate her great work, and she 
shall restore that dignity to man for which he was destined 
from the beginning." 

Few schemes have yielded a more speedy or abundant 
harvest, ~ban this of Weishaupt ; but the fruit ill of a. qua· 
lity not likely to be stored with pleasure by any people. 
The seed 1own, the roots already ~ended, arul too far 
1trengthened, toCJ irtdutriowly propagated, for the day of 
Aorv.ell lo fail, wu altogether proved true in the tre
mendous events, and unexampled immoralities of the 
French revolution. 
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·cHAP'l!ER -LV. 

Wei1Ampt'1 Prie1t Degree; arid Ma~otary a frivolmu bu
linell. 

"·Taall that'~ good, uel'lle and blind, 
" Bat prone to all that'• ill ; 

" What clreadfbl darkne• Yeil• the milld, 
"How ob.ti!late thewili."_;WIIIt•: 

SpartGCrU ( W eishmtpt) to Cato ( Ztoack.) 

(R. p. 11.) "SPARTAcus says~" speaking of the priest's 
degree, "One would almost imagine that this degree, as I 
have managed it, is genuine Christianity, and that its end 
was to free the Jews ·from slavery. I say, that Free Ma
aomy u concealed. Chri1tianity. My explanation of ·the 
hieroglyphics, at least, proceeds on this supposition ; and 
as I explain things, no man need be a~hamed of being a 
Cl&ri8tian. Indeed, I afterwards throw away this name, 
and substitute Reason. But I assure you this is no small 
affair ; a new religion, and a new state government, which 
'so happily explain one and all of these symbols, and com
bine them in one degree. You may think that this is my 
chief work ; but I have three other degrees, all different, for 
·my class of higher mysteries, in comparison with which 
this iS but child's play ; but these I keep for myself, as Ge
neral, to be bestowed by me only on the Bene meritullimi. 
The promoted may be Areopagites, or not. Were you 
here, I shoald give. you this degree without hesitation. But 
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it is too important to be intrusted to paper, or to be bestow
ed otherwise than from my own hand. It is the key to hil
tory, to religion, and to every •tate government in the 
world. [The key to their destruction.] 

"There shall be but three copies for all Germany. Yoa 
cannot imagine what respect and curiosity my priest de
gree has raised;. and (which is wonderful) a famoua protelt
tant divine, who is now of the order, il per8Uilll«l tAal the 
religion contained in il, il tl&e true •eue of 0/&tVtianily. 
0 MAN, MAN J TO WHAT IUlEST THOU NOT BE PE&SUADJ:D, 

Who would imagine that I was to be the founder of a new 
religion 1" 

When describing to Cato the Christianity of the prielt 
degree, as be had manufactured it, he say•, "It is all one 
whether it be true or false; we must have it, that we may 
tickle those who have a hankering for religion." 

I dare say the order of high priests, and the moet ezcel
lent high priests, and grand high priests, and grand deputies, 
&c. in this Christian land, are free from all connexion with 
this degree of Illuminism. But it is a modem thing,• this 

, order of high priests ; and the German so artfully contrived 
his, as to make it his boast, it will do no harm for the 
members to search it to the bottom. It may be that the 
famous protestant divine of W eisbaupt, is not the only one 
that has mistaken the doctrines of Illuminism for the true 
sense of Christianity. 

Having dwelt at length upon the great objects of his as
sociation, enumerating the obstacles to be overcome, and 
the supports to be derived from various sources, W eisbaupt, 
in view of the necessary coadjutors in his work of moral 
reformation, exclaims: 

(R. p. 93.) "But where are the proper persons, the good, 
the generous, and the accomplished, to be found 1 And 
how, and by what strong motives, are they to be induced 

• The 19th of &he Sublime Scrrereipi.-DifM'• Orlllioru, p. "17. 
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to engage in a task so vast, so incessant, so difficult, and so · 
laborious 1 This association must be gradual. There an 
lomB lUCia perBUI&I to ~found in every Bociety. Such noble 
minds will be engaged by the heart-warming object. The 
first task of the association must therefore be, to form the 
young members. As -these multiply and advance, they be
come the apostles of beneficence, and the work is now on 
foot, and advances with "-speed .increasing every day. T1uJ 
•liKAten ob1ervation •'lunD• tlaat nothing tDill •e mucl& con· 
tribute to increa.e the zeal of the member• q1 aecret union. 
We see witkwkat lceenne11 and zeal. the frivoloUB inuinu1 
of Free Ma~onry i. conducted, by per1cm1 _lcnit together by 
the 1ecrecy of their union. It is needless to inquire into the 
causee of this zeal which secrecy produces. · It is a univer
sal fact, confirmed by the history . ef ev~ry age. Let this 
disposition of our nature, there.Ore, be directed to this no
ble purpose, and then all the objections urged against it by 
jealous tyranny and affrighted superstition, will vanish. 
The order will ·thus work silently and securely ; and tbough 
the generous. benefactors of the human race are thus de
prived of the applause of the world, they have the noble 
pleuure of seeing their work prosper in their han~" 

In hia remarks upon the 1ceenne81 and zeal with wlich 
*" corui.ct thefrivoloUB lnuineBB of Free Ma~onry, Wei~ 
hauptapeab like a man of BenBe. · 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

It waB tlie plan of the Illumine;., to represent Free Ma~on
".1 a true Cliristianity: then easily showing Free Ma
IOR"J to be a blotlder of wind, tlieg entirely abolished aU 
regard for the go8pel from the l~eartB of their pupill. 

" Bh-n atheiltl dare imult the cro•
. " Of our incarnate God-? 

" Shall infidela nnrile hill truth, 
.. And trample on hill Wood? 

" 'What if be chooae myaterioua way• 
"To cleanae u from our fault.; 

.. May DOt the worb of IIOVei'eip erace 
" Tr&DIICelld our highes~ tboug~t. f"-W11111. 

Philo (Knigge) to Cato (Zwack.) 

(R. P· 121.) " wE must consider the ruling propensities 
of every age of the world. At present, the cheats and 
tricks of the priests have roused all men against them, and 
against Christianity. But, at the same time, superstition 
and fanaticism rule with unlimited domjnion, and the un
derstanding of man really seems to be going backwards. 
(This was right in him.) Our task, therefOre, is. doubled. 
We must give such an· account of things, that· fanatics shall 
not he alarmed, and that shall, notwithstanding, excite a 
spirit of free inquiry. We must not throw away the good 
with the bad, the child with the dirty ·water; but we mwt 
make the ucret doctrine& of Christianity be received att tlie 
•ecret• of genuine Free MQonry.• But, farther, we have 

"' The Gru.d CbaplaiD, ud the Gr&Dd Chapter of New-York, could 
have bad no .upicion, that, in publiihblg " .11 S,.tem tf Spen&lllliee Ma

, ltMY•" \bey were mOlt el'ectually aidilia the ICbtllllel of mumiDilm. 
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' to deal with the deapotilm of prin~ Thi11 increases every 
day. But, then, the spirit of ~om breathes and sighs 
in every corner ; and, by the assistance of bidden BC;tlooll of 
wisdom, liberty and equality, the natural and impreecripti
ble rights of man, warm and glow in every breasL We 
must, therefore, wtite these extremes. We proceed in ·this 
manner. 

" Jesus Christ established no new religion ; he would 
only set religion and reason in their ancient l'i8h~· For 
this purpose he would unite men in a common bond. He 
would fit them for this by spreading a just morality ; by eo
lightening the understanding, and by 888istiog the mind to 
shake off all prejudices. He would teach all men, in the 
first place, to govern . themselves. Ruler• would tAm be 
needlu1, and equality imd liberty would take place tDitlaout 
atay r~olution, by the natural and g~le operation of rflll
•on and ezpediency. This great teacher allows himself to 
e.tplain every part of ilie Bible in conformity to these pur
poses ; and he forbids all wrangling among hi8 scholars, 
because every man may there. find a reaaona.bloapplication 
to his peculiar doctrines. Let this be true or false, ·it does 
not signifY. This waa a simple religion, and it was ~o far 
inlpired ; but the minds of his hearers were not fitted for 
receiting these doctrines. 'I told you,' says be, 'but Y4L 
could not' bear iL' Many, therefore, were called, but few 
cboeen. To these elect were intrusted the most important 
secrets ; and even among them there were degrees of in
formatien. There waa a seventy, and a twelve. All this 
waa in the natural order of things, and according to the 
habits of the Jews, and, indeed! .of all ._ntiquity • . The 
Jewish Theosophy was a myster)r; like the Eleusinian, or 
the Pythagorean, unfit for the vulgar. . And thus ~e doc· 
trines of Christianity were CQIDmitted to the .Adepti, in a 
Dilciplitaa .Arct.rai. By these they were maintained like the 

vestal fire. TMy were iept "'' only in Aitlden 1ocietia, 
111lao Aantletl them down to poaterity ; and tAey are nOID pOI· 
'"'ed by the g~e Free Ma~on1." 



• 

N. B. "This explains," says Professor Robison, " the 
orip of' many anonymous pamphlets which appeared 
about this time in Germany,.ll&otDing tAat Free M MfJ'MY 

UJM Olwiltianity. They have, doubtless, been the workt 
of Spartacus and hia partisan& among the Eclectic Masons. 
Nicholai, the great apostle of infidelity, had given very fa
vourable reviews of these performances, and having always 
shown himself' an advocate of such writers as depreciated 
Christiuity, it was natural for him to take this opportunity 
of bringing it atilllower in the opinion of the people. Spar· 
tacna, therefore, conceived a high opinion of the impor
tance of gaining him to the order, and emlts .exceedingly 
in the acquiai'tion, saying, " that 'be was an un'Wea.ried 
champion, et qtddem conttmli.lifllfU." (He took the name 
of Lucian~ the ancient scoffer.] Of this man, Philo &afl, 
" that he spread this Christianity into every comer of Ger-
Jnany.n . . , 

"I have put meaning," says Philo, "to all tbe dark syin. 
bola, and have prepared two degrees, ·introducing· beautiful 
ceremonies, which I have selected from among th011e of the 
ancm,nt communions, combined with thoae of the· Roarric 
Masonry ; and now," says he, " it wiU appear ~at ue are 
tlte tmly trw CJhristians. We shall now be in a condition 
to say a few words to priests and prince~. I have so COD• 

trived things, that I would admit even PoPe- and kings, af. 
ter the trials Which I have prefixed; and they would be glad 
to be of the order;" · 

This Philo-Knigge is the fnmous Free Mason mentioned 
by Profei!IOI' Robison. (p. 332.) He subdivide& the adepn 
of Dlwriinism into two olassea ; those who scoff at revela
tion, and those who need a revealed rei~ to fix their 
ideas. To explain this he writes to Cato1 (that is Zwack,) 
ib the following terms. 

(B. p. 121.) "To unite these two olaases of men, to 
make them concur arid eo-operate towazda our objeCt, ·it 
wu necessazy to represent Chriatianity in such a light, as 
to recall the superstitious to reason, and to teach our more 



eDiigliteDed sages not to reject it on aecount. of ita abue. 
This llbobld have been tlae Heret -of Ma.OtWy1 and baYe led 
ua to our objeet. Mecmwhile despotism strengtbeas daily, 
dloagb liberty UDivenalJy keeps pace with it. It was neeee. 
aary then to unite tile extremes. We therefore auert hen, 
that Christ did not establish a new religion, but that his iD
tention was simply to reinstate natural religion in its rip,ta ; 
&hat by giving a ~feDeral boad of union to the world. br 
diftUaing the ligbt and wildom of hie morality, a,..l bf 
dillipating prejudicet, Ail inlentiora .,_ to f«M:h"' tie__, 
of potnaiAK mnelou, ad to ~h; .w.o.a the-. 
lenl _,... of r~~ tie~ oj liber1y tllltl eqw#''l 
~tuft. This wu eaaily done by quoting certain ~ 
&oni aeripture~ aad by giving explana.tiolltl of them, 1r11e « 
ftiUe il of liule coruequence, prooitl«l each one jinM a 
Ma~e ia tl&ue doctrinu COftiOIUJQt tDitA 1tU retJ108, We 
add, that this reJi8ion, 10 simple iD iuelf, was aAerwvde d,e. 
fiaced; bbt that by tnefiU of ~ Hcrtq., # ta.IM!M 
,.,.,.;netlila ~tow tMOfl8iFru Miuoary. """Sputa· 
CUI (Weiabaupt) had coDected .muy materiaiB for thia, end 
I added my diecoveriea in the iostruction for thfR two de
. sreee. Our people, therefore, being eonvinoed that we 
alcme ~ p<aeued of tAe f'ftJl 1eeret1 of OMVIianity, we 
have but to add a · few wordl agaiuat the clergy and priD· 
cee. In the last mysteries we have to unfold to our adeJ* 
6\U ,now. frad, and then by writings demonetrate the ori
Pt-of all rel9ous impoeitions, ~d their mutuJal eormu· 
ion with the other.". 

(R. p. 169.) Again, Philo .ays, "I ha•e been at DDwet.
ried pains to remO.e the fean ef some, who imapae tluat 
oar aaperion waat to abolish Christianity ; . but by and bJ 
tJaeir prejudices will wear ow. aDd they will be more at their 
ease. Were I to let them know that our General holdl 
all niigioa 'to be a lie, and wu DNa, tntly to l«<tl.,. by. 
tM'ftOft-" ' 

Theee thinp require DO COIDIII.t ; the reader _CIID)t 
&il to mlect upon them. 
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I copy them with a full persuasion that, if the projectors 
o( Dluminism could see Mr. Town's Speculative Free Ma· 
aonry, and lmow the reception it bu met with, they would 
cry out, in tpe language of Weishaupt, with increued.won· 
der," 0, man, man! To wlltll mayeat · t1&ou not be per11111· 
tletl!" 

This is the language of truth and soberness. The -very 
aim of those dark conspirators of the old world, has been, 
in one euential feature, aided materially by 1he Muona in 
the New. I know~ brethren, "that through iporance ye 
did it." But what induced that ignorance 1 what led to the 
unhallowed deed 1 what has so long concealed it &om the 
searehings of conscience, an4 from the reproof of the j01t 1 
A fond attachment to a nocturnal association, blinding the 
eyes, and perverting the heart, is both the source· and the 
support of this singular delu8ion. · 

(B. p. 124.) " We must, first," says Spartae01, "gradu· 
ally explain away all our preparatory pious frauds. And when 
persons of discernment find fi,.ult, we must desire thein to 
consider the end of aU our labour. This sanctifies our me.ans, 
which, at any rate, are harmless, and have been.useful,even in 
this cue ; because they procured U8 a patient hearing, when, 
otherwise, men would have turned away -from us like pet· 
ted children. Thls will convince them of our sentiments 
in all the intervening points ; and our ambiguous expres· 
sions will then be interpreted into an endeaYour to draw 
answers of any kind, which may show. us the minds of our 
pupils. . Second. We must ·unfold, &om history and other 
writings; the origin and fabrication of aU religious lies what· 
ever ; and then, third, we give a critical history of the or· 
der. · Bvt I a..anotlna lm.t.gk, when I think of tile reoil~ re- · 
eephor& w1aicl& all tkil ktu met wit1a .from tlae grave and leam
etl dml.a of Gerttumy, and of E111fland." 
Ben~ meritiuitd, yea, my countrymen, mOlt deservedly. 
What consummate art this man discovers iD his attempts 

to remove every thing sacred in religion, and desirable in 
national policy, fiom the affections of his pupils I Repeat· 
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edly he assures th~m, that the v~erable order has no. con
cern with religion or politics; and makes the novice even 
swear to oppose the enemies o.f civil society. These thinSB 
be calls preparatory piOIU fraud,, which are gradually to 
be explained away; and then he unfolds, from hiltory, the 
origin and fabrication of a.tl religious lies whatever. 

No, it is not art; it is depraved cunning, joined with 
inhuman malice ; it is the serpent writhing his secret way 
to nestle in the open bosom.. Free Masonry afforded . a 
shelter for W eiahaupt ; she masked his batteries ; she co· 
vered his attacks; she divided and .distracted Au enemies, 
the friend' of civil goof!f71mnat and religion ; she enlisted 
his recrUits ; she disseminated his doctrines.. · 

She did ; and if this were all, we might forgive her; but 
1Ae htu never ceaaed to du it. Weishaupt is forgotten, but 
his doctrines and his disciples live. lUumininn is accursed, 
but it costs her pupils nothing to change the name, and re
tain the· principles. They have done iL The name i.s 
abandoned, as the name of Free Mtuonry eventually JDUSt 

be ; but the principles find a channel for themselve~, and 
tbey will find one in every large community. Fal~ehoOd 

is their life; yet, t.o be current, they must appear'fair and 
true. They, therefore, assume the form least to be feared 
or doubted ; . they attach themselves to morality and piety, 
as very important to screen them from suspicion, though 
quite in the way of the1r. ulterior designs. 

We have no reason to be anxious ; we have abundant 
reason to be on the alert ; and only one rule upon this bead 
will always se"e, i. e. to pvnilh IUuainilm urtder whatever 
clooi we .find it. 
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CHAPTER LVII . 

• Ji(- ...... •tie IDJ ,. -. 
• Bat- &o whom &he IICI'el'a.bown 

.. Of ii.m'd Free .ars-r, ; 
" ID •hich the l"e&t ud Jood combine, 
" To r&i.e wi\h .-rou dMip, 

.. Mu &o ftdicity ... 

'' Tsa IIOUlCe of the puaiorui," II&J the sect, .. il pue ; 
it il neeeilarf that ev81J one should be able to ptif)r his 
widUn the boUDdl of virtue, aDd that our order ahould fur· 
Dilh him with the naeaDII." (B. p. 80.) 

(B. p. 24.) Plan for tm Order of WOMea.-" This or
der eludl be mbdivided into two daMe~, each forminff a ae
parate eociety, and having a dift"ereot aecret. The first 
lhaJl be ~poeed of Yirtuoua women ; the eeeond, of the 
wild, the giddy, and the voluptuous, n•tc4it*/ewla. 

"Both clUiel are to be iporant that they are under the 
direction of men. . The two superiors are to be penuaded 
thas they are under a mother lodge of the !18JDe sex, which 
trananits its orders ; though ip reality these orden are to 
be transmitted by men. 

"The brethren who are iritruated with this superinten
dance, shall forward their instructions without making 
themael\res known. They ahall conduct the first, by pro

. motiDg the reading of good boob; but shall form the lat· 
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ter to the 1llts of 1ttnlly gr(zajying tMir paslionl, dwc1a 
begm.lgung ihrer lieilemchafter. im verborgeMR." · 

A preliminary discourse prefixed to this plan pointl out 
the object and future services of these illuMiuized sistel'l. 
'The advantages which the real order would reap from 
this female order, would be, first, the moaey which the ._ 
terhood would pay at their initiation; and, secondly, a 
heflvy tau upon their curiosity, under the supposition of 
.ecrets that are to be learned. And this aasociation might, · 
moreover, serve to gratifY those brethren who had a tum 
for sensual pleasure." 

I will· not insult the reader with a comment upon this 
specimen of the morality of the wontllppers of reason; 
but Paul charges the licentious, that " this is the will of God, 
even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from forni
cation: that every one of you should know how to J>oasell' 
bill vessel in 1anctification and honour; not in the lust of 
concupiecence." ( The11. ch. 4.) 

.M"11101 to Sebastian; 1782. 
(It ®ea not appear to whom these names belonpd : 

they were no mean Dluminees.] 
(R. p.l37.) · "The propos_al of Hilrculea to eltabliab a 

Mine"al school for girls, is excellent, but requiree much 
circumspection. Philo and I have long convened on this 
subject. We cannot ~ tlae world witl&out impronv 
wcmeen. But bow shall we get hold of them? How wiU 
their relations, particularly their mothers, immersed in pre
judices, consent that others •hall influence their education f 
We mUBt begin with grown girls. Hercules propoeea the 
wife of Ptolemy Magnus. I have no objection, and I haYS 
four step-daughters, fine girls. The eldest, in particular, 
is excellent. She is twenty-four, baa read much, is aboYe 
all prejudice, and in religion she thinks u I do. They 
have much acquaintance among the young ladiea their re
lations. It may immediately be a very pretty society, UDder 
the management ·Of Ptolemy's wife, but really UDder laW 

47 . 
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management. Yo.Jl must contrive pretty degrees, and 
dreBSes, and ornaments, and elegant and decent rituals. 
No man must be admitted. This will make them become 
more keen, and they will go much farther than if we were 
present, or than if they thought we knew of their proceed
iup. Leave them to the scope of their own fancies, and· 
they will put us to the blush, and create an enthusiasm, 
which we can never equal. 'fhey will be our great apos· 
ties. Reflect ,on the respect, nay, the awe and terror in
spired by the female mystiCII of antiquity. [Think of the 
Danaids-think of the Theban Bacchanle1.] Ptolemy's 
wife must direct them, and she will be instructed by Ptole
my, and my step-daughten by me. We muat always be 
at hand to prevent the introduction of any improper ques
tion. We m~t prepare themes for their discussion-thus 
we shall confaB them, and inspire them with our sentiments. 
No man, however, must come near them. This will fire 
their roving fancies, and we may expect rare mysteries.. 
But I am doubtful whether this ll880Ciation will be durable. 
Women are fickle and impatient. Nothing will please 
them b.ot hurrying from degree to degree, through a heap 
of insignificant ceremonies, which will soon 1oee their no
velty and iriftuence. To relt 1erioully in ene rt.mi, ad to 
be llill llftd Bilml whma tluJy have found 011t the tDhole i8 4 ·· 

cheat, u 4 trui of which they are incapable. [Hear, hear, 
hear.] They have not our motives to persevere for years, al
lowing themselves to be led about, and even then to hold 
tw coragua, when t1uJy .find that tluJy l&ooe been deceived. 
Nay, there ill a risk, that they may take it into their heads 
to give things an opposite turn, and then, by voluptuous 
allurements, heightened by aj{P.cted modesty and decency, 
which give them an irresistible empire Mer the best men, 
they may turn our order upside down, and in their tum will 
lead the new one. ••• 

• There wu fouud in the hand-writing or Zwack, a project f'or a · Silter
hoocl, iD mble"ienay to the dllip• or the Wumiuti. In it are die fbi. 
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No form of folly in Free Masonry remains to be intro
duced into this country, except that of female lodges. We 
may expect it ; and it is good to see how it appears at 
home, that we may know how to receive it coming abroad. 
To this end I further present an accoWit of ceremonies in 
a lodge ofFrench dames at the funeral of a sister ; and it pos
aeaes a double interest from th~ fact, that no public ceremony 
il 1110re freqwently performetl by Ma1onry in America, tAan 
that tDAicA 11/ae perj'Of'JU at tlae grmJe4 of Aer 10n1. On no 
occasion does she pour greater contempt upon the Chris
tian religion, and ita glorified Author ; on no occasion does 
she more outrage decency with her Wicouth trappings, and 

' mummery, and ornaments, than in aauming, with pomp 
and circumstance, to bury her dead ; lifting up her eyes to 
heaven, unmindful of our Advocate there ; depositing the 
marble dust in the tomb without praise, or hope, or the 
slightest mention of Him who is the Resurrection and the 
Life," the Judge of quick and dead."-(Act&, x. 42.) 

" Funeral ceremony which took place in S. Chap. M. of 
the Ladies Ec01111ais of the Knoll of Mt. Tabor, 5th Dec. 
5811~ In memory of Madam Sister .Adelaide Giroru, 
daughter of Elmillac, Grand Almonress of this Chapter, 
who died fifth morning of the tenth sign of 5811, E. D. 
rrhe reader must expect a good deal of Free Masonry in 
these rites ; they are much above the master's degree.] 

"DE<:OilATION 01' THE CH.-\PTEil. 

" The transparency of Asia, and of Tabor, covered with 

lowiug ~·-It wiD be or pat Hrvico, and prooure Ul both muoh 
iraformation aflll IROfte,¥1 ud wiD IUit chai'IIJiqly the lute or DI&DY of our 
tnllllt IDIIIDben, who are lovel'l of theHX. It lhoald CODiilt or twoclul
... the viltuou, and the fleer hearted. They mut not know or eaoh other, 
aM mu& be UDder the clilectiou or mtm, bat without bOW'iDf it. Proper 
boob mut be pat ill to their h&Ddl, &Dd IIICh {but ~~Cretly) a• r.re fla&ter
iDI' to their puaiou."-IWiron, p. 110. 
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black crape. Bands of crape upon the emblem~~ upon the 
wand of the grand mistreu, upon the triple triangle of the 
general of the order, upon th~ wands of the grand mil
treaes of the secret, and of the ceremonies, and upon the 
baskets of the flower girls. The canopy, and the curtains 
of the chapter, black and white, with ermines between. 
At the centre was a pedestal with a funeral urn, upon which 
was written S. Adelaide; the ornaments of the deceased 
•ister were appe~ded to the urn. Upon the throne the 
torch of benevolence was lighted. 

" C011tume of the Ladies Eco88ais ; white, a girdle of 
black ribbon, a black crape veil upon the head, bare or co
vered. ruff in diamond. 

" Costume of the commanden Eco88ais ; (particularly 
invited,) full suit of black ; boots expre88ly prohibited. 

11 AUANOIMII:NT OJ' TBII: BALL. 

" Madam the grand mistre88 occupie4 the throne ; the 
comm~der in chief of the order at her right ; the muter 
of the mother lodge of France at her left ; the Muter of 
the G.·. Sphinx by his side. The dames of eloquence, by 
their altar at the eut of Tabor. The dames, secretaries, 
by the see. generaL 

" The two grand dames of the secret in Asia, with the 
dames 1tandard bearers. The grand treasurer, at her 
altar, with her assistant. The place of the almonress is. 
vacant by the death of Sister Adelaide. 

" The grand mistresses of ceremonies, at fheir stations, 
with their assistants. The dame G.·. I.·. sword bearer, 
seated upon an arm-chair with a aword before the urn ; the 
flower girls by her side upon crickets. The sister dames 
upon elevated seats. The good demoiseJles by the side of 
the grand assistants. The dames assistants of the fint and 
second rank, at their altan with their aids. 

"The invited commanders and visiten, upon the ele
vated aeats, the lower seatl, and in the gallery. The muic 
in America. 
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" The acrutators of Mount Tabor tiled the villters, and 
enmined their Iehan of invitation, and their costmne. 

" CDI:MOlfY BJ:fOB& TB& C&LIBBATIOlf Or TR& IUlfJ:BAL. 

" 'l'he eilter damee (with the exception of th011e to be 
received into the lodge) were fint arranged, having with 
them only the officers of their chapter, and thole of the 
temple of Tabor. Madam the grand mistress, attired in 
the apron of a novice. · ['fhey are about receiving some 
apprentice Muons.] 

" One grand mistress of ceremonies, and one grand 
mistress of the secret, went tO conduct in the candidates 
for admission. (The music took their station.) Having 
kneeled, they took the oath of the first degree, aod were 
received by madam, the grand miatress, and aeated in the 
&ont row of elevated seats in Europe and Afiica. 

" This finished, the two grand mistresses of ceremonies 
went into the inner room, and called thua : The Con&t~U~n
WI of Mount Tab(JI', with the Eco11em of the ordsr. 

" The two mistresses of ceremonies entered with them, 
and aeated them. They then returned to the outer apart
ment, and called with a loud voice • TAe reBpeclable preli
denzl of the elementl of the ortkr, tDith the mtUter of the 
mollaer lodge of France at their head. 

" At their entry all the chapter roae,. the grand mistresses 
of ceremonies conducted them to their plaoes, and these 
illustrious Masons being seate_d, the chapter also sat down. 

" The mistresses of ceremonies returned to the outer 
apartment, and cried, with a loud voice, " The brothers 
"risiters, MaaoDB, whatever may be their creed or ritual." 
The miatress of ceremonies allowed to enter only the num
ber necessary to fill the empty places, without inte~ption 
to the ceremonies; the rest were placed in the gallery. 

"DISCOORSI or MADAM TRJ: GRAlfD MISTRISS, 

" My tkar Suter.-A fimerBI garb, a deep obscurity, and 
continued groaninga I What misfortune, then, threatens 
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the KnoU of Tabor, lately so sQliling 1 My companions, 
the altar of benevolence is deserted ; what has become fl 
the sister who served it with a heart so tender ? Her seat 
is empty. The friend of the unfortunate, the mother of 
the poor, the good Almonress Adelaide; where is she 1" 

Recitative. [This is in French rhymes, and is conducted 
by the brother orator, by one of the dames· of eloquence, 
by two sister dames, and by the full choir. I IUbstitute aa 
eztractjr0111 our fmteral cerl!tnOily, as published F. M. Li
brary, p. 108. and Book of Const. of Masa., perfO'I"'MMl at 
tlae gratJe.] 

•• Where is now our brother ?• 
" He sojoumeth in darlcnus. 
" Can we redeem our brother? 
" We hatJe not the ramom. The place that ·knew him 

shall inow hita no more. 
" Shall his name be lost 1 [Here a roll is unfolded. J 
" The ~ of a brother il precious. We will record 

hilrumae. 
" Write it here ! [Viewing the roll.] 
•• We will write it in our heart~. 
" How will it then be known 1 
" It shall live in /tis virtue1, which slwll live in w, and in 

every brother. 
[Here strew ftowers or evergreens.] 
" Was he worthy? 
" Lilce him we wiU be brethren, and our last end 11uJll be 

peoce. 
" He was, indeed, our brother, but who hath done this T 

· " Tile Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away. 
" Let us, then, bless the name of the Lord." 
As cobwebs and the dust of years, are beautiful on bot-

-lr The re:ulet may cltang~ this, for the occuioo 
to corrupt the purily of Lh~ origina.l to;lt, 
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tlee of wine, ao ia the rWit of antiquity which covers the 
ritual of our Grand Muter Solomon ; but the funeral rites 
of the lady lodge are furbillhed with modem improvements 
of surpriling tute. See the following : 

" Madam the grand mistresa :-: (thia character signifies a 
stroke of the mallet,] and, plucking the leaves from a rose, 
said: My sister, my fint grand assistant; sillters and bro
thers, t/ai, rOH tDal beautiful. 

" The guard of the temple, supported upon her sword, 
replies : Sliter .Atleloide ll no mme. · 

" The first grand uaistant :-: [whack,) !fly silter1 toe are 
f"OIU, 

" The guard of the temple : Sister Adelaide ll no more. 
" The aecond grand assilltant :-: [whack,] My mter11 

tOe are 1laort lived a1 the rosu. 
" The guard of ~he temple : Sliter Adelaide il no mme." 
Next il a funeral chant from the full choir, in French 

rhymes, and the reader will accept as a substitute from our 
ceremonie1 at the grace, the foJlowing-

" I:JACULATION. 

" What ill our life I It ill a shadow I a dream I 
" We once were-but, what were we I 
" Whither are we going I what shall we become I 
" Who is poor I who ill rich I The king and the beggar 

lie down together I 
" Our brother hath forsaken WI I 
" He ill no longer one of ourselves I 
" Every connexion of life has ceased ! 
" The form is no longer beautiful! 
" He stretcheth not his hands to us ! 
" The hour of death has overtaken him I 
" Sltall not 1ome frierul comfort •• ?'' 
" Alas, me I 'and is thill mummery said at the grave of a 

Christian 7" The Free Mason's Library, p. 108., declares 
it il said at the grave of a Free ~ason. So does the Book 
of CoDJ. of M888., word for word. 



ILLOMINII •• 

But attend the :.: or madam, the grand mistrell, who 
aorrowfully 9claima : " TAe trefJIIII'Y of the poor Jc-VW 

. ialterhantU." 
" Guard of the temple : Suter Atklaide il no 110re. 

"The fint gran~ auiatant :·: .All Aer life 1/uJ tkrJoltJtl 10' 
daarity • . 

" Guard of the temple : Sintr .Adelaide ;, 110 .,.... 

" Second grand aaai1tant :·: She c0111jorted the tutlulppy. 
" Guard of the temple : 8. Ade.laide il no . 1110re." 
[Here follows a chant from a brother and a liater, to 

which the chorua subjoin :] 
" SAe ;, no -.ore." 

I substitute· again a part of our funeral 1ercice at 1M 
1rave, aa given by the Free Maaons' Library, p. ll8; Free 
MaaoDB' Monitor, 1802, p. 127; Preston's lliuatr&tioDB of 
Masonry, Richard's edition, p. 104. 

" Invocations by the master ; responses by the brethren, 
the usual honours accompanying each. 

" M. May we be true and faithful ; and may we me 
and die ita looe! 

"Answer. So mote it be. 
"' M. May we profess what is good; and alwayr act 

agreeably to our profeaaion. 
"Answer. So mote it be. 
" M. May the Lord bleas ua, and prosper ua ; and may 

our good intentioDB be crowned with success. 
"ADBwer. So mote it be." 
But to return to the sister damea, in whose lodge the 

Fir1t Grand bNtonl corresponds to our Senior Grand 
Warden, and the Second Grand .Aimtont to our JuniOr 
Grand Warden. 

" Madam, the grand mistreu :-: (turning up a light and 
9tinguishing it.) So tAe good Adelaide hal CfJIJietl in tie 
tJaidlt of Mr COUt'lfJ, 

"The first grand aaaistant :-: (turning up a light and ex· 
tinguiahirJ& it. ) An invilible ·br«rth hal eztinpi~W hw 
life. 
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" The second grand assistant :-: (turning up a light and 
extinguishing it.) You see 1ww frail is our life., 

And here they chant again ; after which, Madam, the 
grand mistress, repeatedly smites the desk with a sensibili· 
ty of feeling, and a grace in the manner of wielding the 
mallet, which. ma:r quite dishearten the pand masters of 
America. There are abundance of ceremonies yet to pass 
through, justifYing the penetration of Mino1, wheD he says, 
" Leave them to the 1cupe of tksir Ofl)n ftiiiCie•, aJUl tAey wiU 
put w to tAe blwh : tl~.etj will be our great apostles.·~ But 
lest our masters' cheeks crimson dangerously, we cease 
from the funeral rites, entirely omit the ceremony of in
stalling a new Almonress, and entreat Madam, the grand 
mistress, to close the lodge. 

"'Madam, the grand mistress :. : [whack.] Dame• and Com
f'tltlnderl, life u a mift dream; beauty il a frail flower; l&ap
pinul is a ligla perfume. Let w love, kt w a&llist our com· 
panion8; let w weep for our friend& ! 

"Having discharged our duty, let us retire in peace-"' 
:·: So mote it be :-: 
Hermes, ou Archives Mac;onniques, Paris, 5818. Tome·. 

i. p. 65. 
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

llluminilm in the Higher Dep-ees . . 

" The Upe that with deceit abound. 
"Sball not maintain their triumph lq. "-Walt6 . 

.AJon:a teo years of mischievous action, this order was 
exposed by the discovery of some of their papers, in 1786, 
and in 1787, by the capture of all Philo-Knigge's corres
pondence, papers, receipts for deadly }lOtions, sympathetic 
ink, a method of filling a bed-chamber with pestilential va
pour, a receipt oil e.xcitandum furor~ uterinurn,-many 
for proeuring abortion ; a dissertation on suicide ; and a 
method of ·falsifying seals, with some hundreds forged upon 
princes, nobles, clergymen, merchants, &c. The counsels 
of miachief were in the hand writing of Zwack. • 

• TheM are the men of whom we leam by obtleryiug their miiJIIIBJ', 
ud doing just the contrary way. 7Yuy glorifial rta10n. "My aim," 
aye Weishaupt, " is to exalt reuon." Reason wu their code of Ia we, by 
which they thought to diepenee with rulers and magistrates. Reuon, 
too, wu their religion, by which they reject divine revelation. ReuoD 
wu their guide to prepare doadly potions, forge Rale, and jueti1Y euicide. 

" No, that will never do." 
Nor will it ftlet' do, my friend, to e;ralt reason independent on the word 

of God. Erect reason on tluU tllflnl to the heavens, and the work will 
llt&Dd ~~~CUre: but the moment reuon would atand by hereelf; would torn a 
deaf ear to thtU IGitla the Lvrd; would refuee the precept, b-uae abe can
not admire ita propriety; that moment reuon runs mild : reader, she be
oomee no betttlt than the Syrian, who in a rage exclaimed, " Are not Aba
M ud Pharpu better than all the waters of brae! ?" She boeomee no 
better than thoae Jewe, who, when Jeaua Aid, "Before Abraham wu, I 
-.m," took up Ilanes to cast at him; she becomes an JUumime. Truat her 
not an bonr; correct her at once; for though she have not led you to 
'fillany, abe bu othera, ud watches for the atumbUng of the just. 

-
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Knigge aJso fell out with Weishaupt, and the correspon
dence connected with their quarrel is all published ; · " in 
which," says Profeuor Robison," Weishaupt's superiority 
is very manifest." But Knigge, in the end, acted the part 
of state's evidence, and assisted to discover the papen, and 
elucidate the mysteries of the order, which was formally 
suppressed in Bavaria and Wirtemberg by the government. 

It is not so easy to suppress the principles of the order, 
nor to bind the activity of its members. These assume 
new forms with the facility of Free Masonry, and ate ac· 
tive under a new organization. 

I hope the higher degrees of Masonry have no connex
ion with this corrupt association : those abo•e the eigh
teenth of Dr. DaJcho. It is with pleasure I hear the Doc
tor say, " In New-York, the. hjghest degree which is held at 
present, (A, D. 1803,) is the 18th." (Dalcho'1 Oralioru, p~ 
75.) Those above that degree have names of a fearful· 
complexion, after this glance at the German school of 11-
luminees. 

The names' of the first eighteen are as follows : 
1. Entered Apprentice. 
2. Fellow Craft. 
3. Master Mason. 
4. Secret Master. 
5. ·Perfect Master. 
6. Intimate Secretary. 
7. Provost and Judge. 
8. Intendant of the Building. 
9 .. Elected Knights of 9. 

10. Illustrious Elected of 15. 
H. Sublime Knight Elected. 
12. Grand Master Architect. 
13. Royal Arch. 
14. Perfection. 
15. Knight of the East. 
16. Prince of Jerusalem. 
17. Knight of the East and West. 
18. Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix de Heroden. 
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The remainder deserve particular notice. 
19°. Grand Pontiff, i. e. High Priest. 
Weiahaupt says of his: "You cannot conceive how 

much my d..-ee of Priest is admired by our people. But 
what is the most extraordinary is, that several great protes
tant and reformed divines, who are of our order, ~ally be
lieve that that part of the" discourse which alludes to reli
gion, contains the true spirit and real sene" of Christianity. 
Poor mortal•! wlult could I not ma.te you beliftle ? Can
dic:Uy I own to you, that I never thought of becoming the 
founder of a religion., ' 

Cross's Chart treats of the order of high priesthood from 
pa1e 129 to page 167. These pa,res contain much to ex
cite the reader's surprise ; but I will quote only the scrip
ture passages " made use of, during the ceremonies apper
\aining to this order., Whether it is solemn mockery thus 
to use them, every reader will judge for himself. 

" G1J11. xiv. 12-24." 
From the 12th to the 17th verse, the account is given of ' 

Abraham's pursuing and overcoming the Assyrian conque
ror, and recovering Lot and the other captives, with their 
goods. 

17th v. " And the king of Sodom went out to meet him 
(after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and 
of the kings that were with him) at the ''alley of Shaveth, 
which is the king's dale. And Melchisedeck, king of Salem, 
brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the 
Most High God. And he blessed him, and said, BleBSed be 
Abram of the Most High God, [possessor of heaven IUld 
earth : and blessed be the Most High God,] which bath de
livered thine enemies into thy ho.nd. And he gave him 
tithes of all. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, 
Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. And 
Ahrnm said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up my 
hand unto the Lord, the Most High God, the po88e880r of 
heaven and earth, that I will not take from a thread eYen to 
a shoe lat~het. and that J will not take any thing that is 
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thine, lest thou shouldst say, I have made Abram rich." 
(p.l30.) 
. I cannot divest myself of the fear, that this account of 

_ Abraham's generous conduct is read in the ceremonies of 
the muonic order of high priesthood, for the insinuation of 
a belief that the masonic order has some mysterious con
nexion with the order of Melchisedeck. This fear is in
creased by the following, read during the same ceremonies. 

(Heb. vii. 1-6.) "For this king of Salem, priest of the 
Most High God, (who met Abraham returning from the 
slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; to whom also Abra
ham gave a tenth part of all,) first being by interpretation 
King of Righteousness, and after that also, king· (jf Salem, 
which is, King of Peace; without father, without mother, 
without descent, ha\·ing neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life ; but, made like unto the Son of God ; abideth 
a priest continually. Now consider how great this man 
was, unto whom· even the patriarch Abraham gave the 
tenth of the spoils. And, verily, th~y that are of the sons 
of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a 
commandment to take tithes of the people according to 
the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of 
the loins of Abraham." 

[Verse 17.] " For he testifieth : Thou art a priest for 
ever, after the order of Melchisedeck." 

[Verses 20, 21.] " And inasmuch as not· without an 
oath he was made a priest. 

"For those priests (under the Levitical law) were made 
without an oath ; but this with an oath, by him that said 
unto him, the Lord sware and will not repent ; thou art a 
priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedeck. "-Cron's 
0/up-t, p. 132. F. M. Library, p. 257. 

Language applied by inspiration to the priest of the Most 
High God, and to tile only begotten Son of God, is here 
perverted to hallow the High Priest of Free Masonry. , 

Reader, tell me if the hand of Weishaupt is not in al1 
this 1 There cannot be a doubt of it, except what ariset 
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The remainder deserve particular notice. 
19°. Grand Pontiff, i. e. High Priest. 
Weishaupt says of his: "You cannot conceive how 

mach my d~eo of Priest is admired by our people. But 
what. is the most extraordinary is, that several great protes
tant 1111d reformed divines, who are of our order, ~ally be· 
lieve that. that part. of the" discourse which alludes to reli· 
gion, contains the t.rue spirit and real sense of Christianity. 
Poor ffiOf'tall! what could I not maie you beliftle ? Can· 
didly I own to you, that I never thought of becoming .the 
founder of a religion." ' 

Croa's Chart. treats of the order of high priesthood from 
page 129 to page 167. These p~es contain much to ex
cite the reader's surprise ; but I will quote only the scrip· 
ture pu~s " made use of, puring the ceremonies apper
laioing to this order." Whether it is solemn mockery thus 
to use them, every reader will judge for himself. 

"Gen. xiv. 12--24." 
From the 12th to the 17th verse, the account is given of 

Abraham's pursuing and overcoming the ABS)'rian conque
ror, and recovering Lot and the other captives, with their 
goods. 

17th v. "And the king of Sodom went out to meet him 
(after his return &om the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and 
of the kings that were with him) at the \'alley of Shaveth, 
which is the king's dale. And Melchisedeck, king of Salem, 
brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the 
Most High God. And he blessed him, and said, BleBSed be 
Abram of the Most High God, (possessor of heaven and 
earth : and blessed be the Most High God,] which hath de
livered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him 
tithes of all. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, 
Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. And 
Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up my 
hand unto the Lord, the Most High God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth, that I will not take &om a thread eYen to 
a shoe latdtet, and that J will not take any thing that is 



HIGHER DEGREES OF FILEE MASONRY. 381 

thine, lest thou shouldst say, I have made Abram rich." 
(p.l30.) 

I cannot divest myself of the fear, that this account of 
Abraham's generous conduct is read in the ceremonies of 
the muonic order of high priesthood, for the insinuation of 
a belief that the masonic order has some mysterious con
nexion with the order of Melchisedeck. This fear is in
creased by the following, read during the same ceremonies. 

(Heb. vii. 1-6.) "For this king of Salem, priest of the 
Most High God, (who met Abraham returning from the 
slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; to whom also Abra
ham gave a tenth part of all,) first being by interpretation 
King of Righteousness, and after that also, king of Salem, 
which is, King of Peace; without father, without mother, 
without descent, ha\·ing neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life ; but, made like unto the Son of God ; abideth 
a priest continually. Now consider how great this man 
was, unto whom· even the patriarch Abraham gave the 
tenth of the spoils. And, verily, th~y that are of the sons 
of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthOod, have a 
commandment to take ~thes of the people according to 
the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of 
the loins of Abraham." 

[Verse 17.] " For he testifieth : Thou art a priest for 
ever, after the order of Melchisedeck." 

[Verses 20, 21.] " And inasmuch as not· without an 
oath he was made a priest. . 

"For those priests (under the Levitical law) were made 
without an oath ; but this with an oath, by him that said 
unto him, the Lord aware and will not repent ; thou art a 
priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedeck."-Crms's 
Chart, p. 132. F. M. Library, p. 257. 

Language applied by inspiration to the priest of the Most 
High God, and to the only begotten Son of God, is here 
perverted to hallow the High Priest of Free Muoory. 

Reader, tell me if the hand of Weishaupt ia not in all 
this 1 There cannot be a doubt of it, except what arise. 
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from the pious mtln belonging to the masonic priesthood ; 
and when they know that the crafty Weishaupt was merry 
at the reception his degrees met from the grave and learned 
divines of England and Germany, they will know what to 
do ; they will make haste to clear their skirts of tbis per
version of the scriptures, and this defamation of the Lord, 
who alone is a prieat for ever after the order of Melckiae
deck. 

" 20°. Grand Master of all Symbolic Lodges." 
It was a part of Weishaupt's plan," Make your inferiors 

believe, that all other secret societies, particularly that o( 

Free Masonry, are secretly directed by us." (B. p. 204.) 
This order of grand masters may, or may not, have con
nexion with the plan of Weishaupt ; but, certainly, it has 
none with the symbolic l()dgea of North America. 

"21o. Patriarch Noac~ite, or Chevalier Prussian." 
I am very sorry to suspect evil of any thing pretending 

to purity ; probably this degree has an object better than 
that of introducing Weishaupt's patriarchal state, " when 
each father shan, like Abraham and the patriarchs, become 
the priest and absolute sovereign of his own family, and 
princes and nations_ shan disappear from the face of the 
earth, and that without any violence." 

"Or Prussian Chevalier," or knight. If this degree of 
Free Masonry has been rightly named Pru8sian, Frederick 
is certainly intended, and it is prudent to doubt its being 
founded in evangelical truth. 

"22°. Prince of Libanus." 
"23°. Chief of the Tabernacle." 

· " 24 o. Prince of the Tabernacle." 
The tabernacle was constructed by Moses for the cover

ing of the ark of the covenant ; it was the holy dwelling 
place of the Divine glory. 

It were better not to trifle with its sanctity, by constitu
ting masonic chiefs and princes over it.-

" 250. Prince of Mercy." · 
"26°. Knight of the Brazen Serpent." 
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" So did the Hebrew prophet raile 
" The brazen aerpent high ; 
" The wounded felt immediate ease, 
" The camp farebore to die," 

AU know this; and common men neither know any other 
brazen aerpent, nor what proper or honest connexion 
this cllll have with Free Masonry. This emblem Christ has 
appropriated to himself, the tn~e Prince of Mercy, in a way 
that it cannot be common to a nocturnal fraternity. 

"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so muat the Son of Man be lifted up ; that whosoever be· 
lie~eth in him should not perish, but have eternal life."
(John, iii. 14 and 15.) 

" 27°. Commander of the Temple." 
Not good; ~asoru may build the temple. 
•• 28°, Knight of the Sun." 
This is the degree called by Barruel and Robison CAeva· 

lier du Soliel. It is down very deep in the arcana of Free 
Masonry ; and, by their account, it is properly placed. 
Weishaupt prepared his pupils· by long trials, and passed 
them through many degrees before he fully unveiled his 
design against every form of civilized society, as well as 
against revealed religion. 

" 29°. K.--H." 
The Free Muon's Library, p. 317, unlocks this mystery. 

What do you think it can be, reader ?-Knight of that 
Holy N arne, which, to blaspheme, is unpardonable by infi
nite mercy ; " it shall not be forgiven ; neither in this world, 
nor in the world to come." Surely this ought to be the 
last of the black catalogue of masonic degrees. But now 
comes the royal secret, and Prince of Jlasom. 

"30, 31, 32. Prince of the Royal Secret, Prince of Ma
sons.'' 
· " 33. Sovereign Grand Inspectors General." 

Grand Circular of tlte Sublime Sovereigns, Dolcho"s 
Oratiom, p. 78. 

I ·hardly know what to make of these things. They do 
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not appear well ; and yet the sublime sovereigns may be in· 
nocent of the connexion. They are strangers to the wri· 
ter ; this evidence of their anti-Christian character is of a 
higher tone, but by no means so full as that exhibited in 
the wo~k of Mr. Town; who, with his sponSOI'II, and the 
grand chapter, was undoubtedly innocent of any evil mten· 
tioru qaintt the institutions of religion, and of our coun· 
try. 
. The guilty one is Free Masonry ; Jet her be taken and 
condemned, while her poor dupes escape. 

The reader well recollects the· degree, caUed, by the 
Abbe Barruel, Kado1ch, the horrid blasphemies of which 
so shocked and overwhelmed his pious friend. That degree 
he places next after Ch~alier du Soliel, where the sublime 
sovereigns place the degree K.-H. 

Now, observe, that Kadoscb. is a Hebrew word, meaning 
Jlolg; and l{, H., initials of Knig/IU Holg, are explained, 
in 1816, by " Knighte of tbe Holy Gbolt." The inferellce 
would seem to be, that the twenty-ninth degree of the so
vereigns, and Kadosch, are the same. ·The steps of Free 
Masonry are lofty, but her ways are not past finding olit. · 

I 
I 
I 
I 



1\0BISON'S &L~UIB'l' .ui'D PATll.lGTIC APPEAL. 385 

CHAPTER LIX. 

" We u. ao& of die .U,ht, Dor of, darkae. ; ·r. tMJ t.hat llleep, llllep 
ia the aiabt. aDd t11eJ that be dl'llllkea, an dl'llllka ill the nifh&; bu& Mt 
u, wbo an of the daJ, beiOber."-1 Tlw1. chap."· 

Tss words of Professor Robison are now to my purpose. 
Familiar with the truths of natural science, largely versed 
"in the knowledge of· mankind, acquired by intercourse with 
nrious nations in their polite circles; a favourite Muon in. 
the lodges of Britain, France, Germany, and Russia, read 
and practised in the higher degrees of the craft, Secret&rJ · 
of' the Royal Institution in Edinburgh, of irreproachable life, 
and of a patriotic spirit, hiB opinion u entitled to. llf"6lll 
weight. 

(P. 353.) "The above accounts evince, in the moet in~ 
controTertible manner, the dangerous tendency of all mya~ 
tical'aocieties, and of all associations who hold secret meet
ings. We see that their uniform progress has been from 
frivolity and nonsense, to wickedness and sedition. W eis
baupt hu been at great pains to show the good efFects of 
secrecy in the association, and the arguments are valid for 
his purpose. But all his arguments are so many dissuuive 
adviees to every thinking and sober mind. The man who 
really wishes to discover an abstruae truth, will place him· 
self, if possible, in a calm situation, and will by no means 
expose himself to the impatient hankering for secrets and 
wonden; and he will always fear, that a thiag which ruo
lutely conceal• it•elf cannot bear the liglrt." [i. e. ,Free Ma· 
sonry.] 

49 
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" All who have serioWily employed themselvea in the 
discovery of truth, have found the great advantage of open 
communication of sentiment. And it is against common 
sense to imagine that there is any thing of vast importabce 
to mankind which is yet a secret, and wi&U:h """' be kept a 
secret in order to be weful. This is against the whole expe· 
rience of mankind. And, surely, to hug in one's breast a secret 
of such mighty importance, is to give the lie to all our pro· 
feuions of brotherly love.· What a solecism I a t1ecret to 
enlighten and reform the whole world." (That is Free Ma
sonry.] 

"If there be a neceuity for secrecy, the purpose of flBIOo 

ciation is either frivolous, or it is selfish." [i. e. Free Ma· 
sonry.] 

" Now, in either case, the danger of such secret auem
blies is manifest. Mere frivolity can never seriously occupy 
men come to age. And, accordingly, we see, that in every 
quarter of Europe where Free Masonry has been establish
ed, the lodges have become seed beds of public mischie£ 
I believe that no ordinary brother will say, that the occupa
tions in the lodges are any thing better than fiivoloWI, and 
very fiivoloUII indeed. (So mote it be.) The diatribution 
of charity needs be no secret, and it is but a very smaU 
part of the employment of the meeting. This being the 
case, it is in human· nature, that the greater we suppose 
the fiivolty of such association to be, the greater chance 
of its ceasing to give sufficient occupation to the mind, and 
the greater is the risk that the meetings may be employed 
to other purposes which require concealment. When this 
happens, aelf·intereat alone mwt prompt and rule. [a. e. 
Free Masonry.] And, now, there ia no length thataomemen 
will not go, when they thinlc themaelvea in no danger of de
tection and puni1hment. The whole proceedings of the se
cret societies of Free Masons on the continent, have taken 
one turn ; and this is perfectly natural. In all countriea 
there are men of licentious morals. Such men wish to 
hJve a aafe opportunity of indulging their wit, iatire, and 
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sarcasm ; and they are pleased with the support of others. 
The desire of making proselytes is in every breast-and 
it is whetted by the restraints of society. And all 
countries have discontented men1 whose gnunblings will 
nile discOntent in others, who might not have attended to 
10me of the trifling hardships and injwies they met with, 
bad they not been reminded of them. To be discontented, 
an'! not to think of schemes of redress, is what we- cannot 
think natural or manly; and · where can such sentiments 
and schemes find such safe utterance, and such· probable 
support, as in a secret society 1 Free Masonry is [not] in· 
nooent of all these things, but Free Masonry has been 
a}Jused, and at last totally perverted ; and so will, and must, 
any such secret association, as long as men are licentious 
in their opinions, or wicked in their diapositions. 

" It were devoutly to be wished, therefore, that the 
whole fraternity would imitate the truly benevolent conduct 
of those German lodges who-have formally broken up, and 
made a patriotic sacrifice of their amusement to the safety 
of the state. I cannot think the sacrifice great or costly. 
It can be no difficult matter to find as pleasant a way of 
passing a vacant hour ; and the charitable deeds of the 
members need not diminish in the smallest degree. Every 
penon 'slittle circle of acquaintance will give him opportu
nities of gratifying his kind dispositions, without the chance 
of being mistaken in tl1e worth of the persons on whom he 
bestows his favours. 

" But not only are secret societies dangerous, but all so- · 
eieties whose object is mysterious. The whole history of 
man is a proof of this position. In no age or country bas 
there ever appeared a mysterious association which did not 
in time become a p.ublic nuisance. 

"The object remaining a secret in the hands of th~ ma
nagers, the rest simply put a ring in their own noees, by 
which they may be led about at pleasure; and ftill pa1tting 
after IM 1ecret, they are the better pleased the Jess they 
aee of their way. A m)'ltical object enables the leader to 
shift his ground as he pleases, and to accommodate himself 

• 
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to every current of fashion or prejudice. This, apia, 
gives him unlimited power ; for he can make uae of these 
prejudices to lead men by troops. He finds them already 
UIOCiated by their prejudices, and waiting for a leader to 
concentrate their strength, and &et them in motion. And 
when once great bodies of men are set in motion, with a 
creature of their fancy for a guide, even the engineer him· 
~elf cannot aay, ~ thu• far •halt thou go, and no farther. • " 

ADd here I would lltop, fearing to weaken tile force ol 
the appeal of thia enlightened and just mao: but. I have a 
word to say to my brethren. 

CHAPTER LX. 

CO~CLUSION. 

•• Let Jon bo without di.l.imalation. Abhor that which illll'ril, clline to 
that wbich 'U.rood: bo kindl1 aft'ectioned oue to uothel with bnlherly 
lo'l'e, in honour preferri':Ji one another."-R6111au, :Iii. 9, 10. 

. Foa you, brethren, I commenced this work ; to yo!l have I 
dedicated it; and, if you have accompanied me through 
ita pages, your heart will testifY with me, that it ia Rot an 
effort to Beize the present e:~citement for· the wonbip 
of Mammon ; but a collection of documents, !~'elected 
with labour and arranged with care, having in its aim sole
ly the illustntion of Free Muonry, without the fear of man, 
er the hope of earthly reward, to turn aside the shaft of 
truth. 

Aad what, my brethren, do we fini Free Ma1011ry ?-
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When men that haYe never been behind the curtain, at
tempt to deacribe what is done there, yonr patience faill ; 
your indignation finda not how to restrain itlelf. But 
Meun. Stearns, and Barruel, and Robison, with ten tOO. 
aaad more who are beginning to speak, have been bebincl 
the aeenes. You wiD not refuse to hear them ; otherwise 

·the world will hear them, and the retort ig11oramus, will 18t 
home effectually. 

Again, you have not known much about Free Masonry. 
It ia a fact. You. compared the little you 1aw with &be 
character of the upright men in the lodges, and with the 
purity of your own intentions, and thus Free Masonry hu 
been coucealed from you. To make an inapection of her 
volumea, 1111 examination of her peculiar principles, and to 
DOte the downward couree of her tendency, as seen in her 
European biltory, you have had neither the means, nor the 
leilure, nor the inclination. 

I have done it f'or you, riling early and watching late, 
sparing neither labour nor pains, but bringing what know·· 
ledge and what powers I posaea, cheerfully and unremit
tingly to the task,. in the exerci1e. of that faithfulne• whieh 
looks towuda immortality. It it not in the heaita of «Df 
countrymen· to condemn me unheard, or, having heard, to 
doubt what I say. 

And what do we find Free Masonry 1 
This interesting question is yet difficult satisfilctorily to 

auwer. To reply negatively is not difficult: "It is· not 
wh&& it pretends to be :" but to tell what it u, you ean 
see, brethren, is scarcely possible. 

It ia undoubtedly an imposture ; but not on this account 
do men, on their death bed, request ita funeral honours. It 
ia a fearless hypocrite ; but not for this do men bestow its 
eluuitiea upon the widow and the orphan. It is the ene
ray cl divine revelation ; but not on that account dG mea 
of piety hallow ita myateriea with their prayen, UJd Bll ita 
lmaU with the Lread of heavea. 

Wa.t ia Free MBIOnry 1 Who can tell ? 
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None doubt that it is "et?l .fritxilotu; (ProfeiiOJ' Robi
eon ;) but then what have men of aense to do with it 7-
None doubt that it is a aelfiab inatitution; but why have ge
n.erous aouls a share of ita honOUJ'I? None can· doubt that 
ita pretended origin, antiquity, and universality, are falae; 
but then wAy do men of truth clothe in apron• on 81. John '• 
day! 

Ab I I fear we have all been deceived in this scheme of 
darkness, but the old advenary. We have thoughfit emp
ty, while he has known how to fill it: we have thought it , 
innocent Aypocr0y, while he hu proved that no l&ypocrily 
ilinnocent. 

What is Free Maaonry 1 I reply freely, brethren. 
The mother we know ; there can be no doubt of that; 

abe yet wean her apron and trowel like an honeat woman. 
But, how, when, or by whom abe was defiled to bring forth 
the monster Free Masonry, does not appear. Many cir
cumstances fix the birth in the beginning of the 18th cen
tury : certainly that was the time when the child fint be
gan to run to and fro in the earth ; and the mother lodge 
which nourished and clothed the bantling, and aent her 
forth into the four quarters of the earth to deceive mankind, 
came herself into being A. D. 1717; indeed it' is so; and 
in 1720, "to the irreparable lou of the fraternity, seven) 
valuable manuscripts concerning the lodges, regulations, 
charges, aecrets, and usages of Masons, were tOQ haatily 
bumt by some scrupulous brethren, who were alarm
ed at the intended publication of the masonic cooatitu· 
tiona." 

These important facts are stated by Preaton, p. 171, 
Grand Maater~hip of George Payne, by Hardie, p. -rl, and 
by TannehiU, p. ~. They are contradicted by no one. 

The Book of Conatitutions which occasioned the above 
alarm and·l088, came to the light three yean after, A. D. 
17'J3, and modestly claimed all those heavenly thinga ahd 
names in support of Free Maaonry, which thousand. since 
have been so simple u to repeaL And that bOok wu the 
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first book, so far u my knowledge extends, in any lau
guase, treating of Free MtUOJU"Y • 
. Now, for what was the fire- three years before kindled 
by the scrupulous brethren, except, by destroying the re
cords, to throw an air of mystery over the monstrous birth 
they were hatching 1 It is but too plain : for Preaton, Law
ri~ Smith, and others, agree to state, that Free Masonry 
first went fioom this same mother lodge to India, in I '7'28-8, 
and to America, in 1730; to Gibraltar and Madrid, 1m, 
and to Saxony, 1730. "From this period," says "there
nowned historian of Free Masonry," Mr. William Preetoo, 
Jn- 1730 " toe ruy dote the commencewaent of tl&e cmue
quence cwl reputation of the 1ociety in Europe, u daily ap
plications were made for constituting new lodges, and the 
most respectable characters of the age desired their names 
to be enrolled in our records." (Illwtrationl of Mtu0ftt11, 
p. 180. Duke of Norfolk, Grand Muter.) And Smith 
gives, at great length, the names and dates of the patents, 
including some for every people in Europe, Germans, Rus- -
sians, Swedes, Pruuians ; for the East and West Indies ; 
A&ica and America; Boston and the Cape of Good Hope; 
the m01t distant parta of the earth, where Britain had colo
Diee, or commercial relations. 

For these facts, u for most others iD tbis volume, I am 
indebted, not to the enemies of Masonry, but to her standard 
authors ; and they indisputably prove the very modem ex
tension of the society, whatever was its origin. To this 
aame point the testimony of most diverse men, Roboon and 
Weishaupt, fully accords. 

I will not cloud· these singular facts with one conjecture, 
butlea?e them to the supposed descendants of Solomon to 
chew upon, u I have done ; and, if at length, brethren, 
they find the true story of old Hiram and the temple is 
wholly a lie, and that they have been abused with solemn 
and multiplied useveration11 of divinity, tmitwlalily, mtd 
~ antiquity, whil' the bastard is scarcely a hundred 
years old, and no better than she should be, I hope they 

\ 
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will sympathize with the writer in the full expresaion of in· 
digoation and abhorrence ; that they will be heartily glad 
to mock at her, who, by her numerou1 Booka of Constitu
tio.DS, prof~ to teach the seven liberal arts, aud allo lie 
bW art; who proffers to give one a wonderful ~ret, 
which is that she has none; who sprung &om the ~ 
fOrmed by the smoke of her own recorda, wlaicA 10ere burnt 
f• 1M 1lorwar of the rtay1tery; who stood the shock of 
...-, and the revolution~ of time, on the reputation of 
.Kmg Solomon ; who .ia alway• and unchangeably the same 
,wno.u &aternity, whether of three degrees, of .seven de
arees, of thirty-three degrees, or forty-three degrees, or fifty
&a.ree.degrees, or of ninety degreu! 

Yea, brethren, I hope you will feel no kindne11 of heart 
&owardt one who has so abused your confidence, mocked 
yOUJ credulity, and trifted with your good lellse. Pay her 
double fOr all her indecencies. The shameleu harlot l she 
bu palmed herself upon us fur chaste virtue. FuH of all 
subtlety and craftiness, she would seem as simple and plain
faced as a troweL Promising to bring us to the light, abe 
fint put a thick bandage over our eyes. Seeming to honour 
the Bible, abe makes it one liglat, toiere the '9tulr'e w the 
compcu1e1 are the other two: pronouncing charity with ten 
thoUBand tOilglles, she is careful how she e:rtendl it beyond 
her own. She can read " my1tie chronicles long since for
gotten in tradition, and lost in history." She eaa hold con· 
verse with the spirit of. other times, while she perusea the 
IDOIIY stone• of dilapidated walls. She can speak the lan
guage of Eden, " which has come down uncorrupted £rom 
tbe plains of ShUlar;" and she who employed Ham in the 
ipble office of Tyler, to the disrespect of hia own motheP 
&Dd sisters, now admits aisters to laa.ve their tyler aDd 
lodpl. 

" Your zeal, my &iend, carries you beyond the bound• of 
mode~ty. You say tough things tha~ are true ; but yov 
haw added to the extravagance of Free Muonry, givinr 



CONCLUSION, 393 

her Dinety degreea, thirty-ee\'en more lleps to her ladder 
than abe ever thought of." 

Stay; but why may not Free Masonry have the other 
tbirty-HYeo degrees 1 Where, brethren, are the ancieut 
land-marks 1 In 1730, the limit in America was tlaree. Ia 
1'797, a push wu made to mum. In 1801, the IOVe

reip inlpectors 8DDOUDced thirty-three in direct tUCMI, 
Gntl~t~Ja~y collateral ikgree1. (See Dalcho's ONtiou.) 
In 1816, the ·number in direct ucent was increased to 
forty-thru. (See F. M. L.) And now why not go to 
ninety t It is done. 1 have before me, in fair type, the 
names, and the numbers against the names, of Rinety de
Bf'tJel of Free Masonry as given .In Europe in 1825. They 
are in French, divided int~ four series ; the .first of thirty
three ~ degrees ; the aecond of thirty-three plailo
•op/fic degree. ; the third of eleYen fA!IItic degrees, and 
the fourtfl of thirteen Aerrndic ad ~tic degrees. The 
four eeriel are again divided into seYenteetl classes. The 
1ut I copy for the satisfaction of the bretliren ; but let me 
not attempt to translate the universal language. 

u 1'7tb•Ciass. 8'7o. SB.·. GG.·. P.·. P.·. G:. G.·. MM.·. 
CoDBtit. Rep. J.es.iL de I'Ord pour 
Ia premiere serie. 

SSO. Idem pour Ia deuxieme aerie. 
890. Idem pour Ia troiaieme serie. 
900. Et demier dhgre SS:. GG.·. MM.·. 

Abs. Pails. Sup. de l'Ord. 
El'p'f'it du Dope., p. 262 • 

.. WbateYer we ..,11 
" Of Trull& that'• improbable, 
" ShaD be depolld by tbOM have -n't, 
" Or, what'• u pod, produced in print: 
"Allll it tMy willlllot take aar word, 
"We'll Jftft it true apou neont." 

Thus, brethren, such a flood of innovation has gone over 
the ancieftt land-marlu, that Free Masonry's own science, 
' 50 

1 
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MtiiOI'Iicl, could never again run the lines and establiah tfur 
comers ; without a very free use of her facuiJy of Abrac. 

It hu not fared better with our anCient cu1tom1 and rua
ge•. Time was when men disabled in body or limbs, meD 
of mean parentage, and withoul some reputable mode of 
obtaining a living, were excluded from our privileges. But 
the licentiousness of modern times makes little account of 
these wholesome regulations, admits the halt, the maimed,. 
and the disreputable alike ; and this to an extent that we 
are sometimes pinched for want of honourable men to sus
tain the dignities of the society ; QJ.lr very grand masten 
being lifted up by their station. And, if only men were ad
mitted, we might yet hope., that some Napoleon in . .Mason
ry, by a complete overthrow of the temple, would remodel 
it upon the ancient foundation, according to the tuages of 
antiquity ; but wi\h the admission of ladies, all hope ia ' 
lost. Once a Muon always a Mason ; the ladies have their 
lodges, their fetes, their funerals; the ship is lost, we can
not hinder it; we have only to seize a plank, and save our 
own lives. 

Again, our emblems were our boast. We learned to cir
cumscribe our passions by the compa.1e1; to do as we 
would be done by, upon the •quare; and freedom, fervency, 
and zeal, were deeply instiJled into our minds with challr, 
charcoal, and clay. We could see the very image of inno
cence in our white aprmt~, the frailty of mortal hopes in a 
brolcen column, and the truth of history in the deoJh of Hi
ram. But another has robbed us of our art ; an infernal 
grand master has entered into our schools, takes our mas
ter's gavel to knock off all religious prejudice1, the trestle
board of Hiram to draw schemes of i.pfidelity, and the Ma
son's trowel to spread the cement of hatred to the cross .. 
It is high time for common men to forsake the school. 

In view of these things, brethren, it had been my duty a. a 
rruuter Ma.on, to confer with you plainly upon this subject; 
(Vide Muter's Charge;) my duty as one appointed "to cor
rect irregularitiu," " to pre1en:e URBUllied the reputation of 
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I'M .fraiemity," and to whom "the (JRCient land-marb of the 
order are intnuted ;" tu one charged" never to B1fffer a devia· 
tion from the utablilhed ruages and cwtom8 of the frater· 
nity," and to "let no motive make me swerVe froin 'duty, 
'Violate my vows, or betray my trust ;" to address you, 
brethren, freely, as I have done in this volume, upon the 
subject of Ma.11onry. None can deny it: but I renounce 
the harlot, I serve a better mB.Hter, obey a holier command
ment, and addrt:llll you in the name of your country, and of 
your religion, your children, and your immortal hopes. 

I have no apology to make for disrespect to Muonry ; 
but if, in the heat of the battle, or in the ardour of the 
pursuit, I have once been unkind toward brethren, my 
countrymen, and my friends, I regret it. Lodges and grand 
lodges. with their seals, authors and orators :with their ef
forts, are her organs, and have nece888J'ily shared more or 
less with her in condemnation. As organs of Free Ma
sonry, I can proffer no apology to them; but, if at any mo
ment, sentiments have been· uttered disrespectful to themt 
except as the organs of Free Masonry, I regret it. 

You, reader, may be free to laugh at Free Mtumu, but 
the writer is not. He was lawfully made, in a legally con· 
stituted lodge of Free Masons, and has never openly signi
fied to his lodge, nor to any lodge, that he should have no 
more concern with the Daughter of the Night. Until he 
has so signified to his lodge, his name ~t~pports the fraterni
ty; and he will not revile the men. who compose it. He 
will respect and honour them. They have been led in by a 
good motive, and have not yet seen cause for so extreme 
measures as attend a public disavowal of Free Muonry. 
But the writer has seen cause, and will take an early op
portunity, formally to withdraw his name from the lodge. 
Others, having studied the subject, as he has. studied it, will 
revolt from it too : even reading the result of his labours, 
they will have less relish for the lodges, less zeal for the 
chapters, less eagerness in pursuit of the secret, less ambi
tion to become great Masons, less love of Masonic pomp, 
aprons, and sashes, and title11. 
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Tl&e glory of it1 dorbeu 1uu departed jrort& Fru Ma. 
lor&.ry~, and none is left it save the honour of the gentlemen , 
who support it ; mea more honouring than honoured The 
present state of things will not long continue. The sober 
part of the members will secretly or openly forsake the 
nocturnal assembly ; the more sensible will avoid bein& 
seen in public, childishly girt with a feminine badge, " more 
ancient than the golden fleece, or Roman eagle, more ho
nourabie than the star and garter, or any other order which 
can be conilrred by any king, prince, potentate, or other 
person, except be be a ~aaon," viz. a white leather apron. 

The society will fall entirely into the bands of the igno
rant and selfish. And who will have the courqe to rescue 
it from their hands? What good man will enter its dark 
nults to control the spirits who will assemble there 1 Not 
one who prizes his good name enough to avoid bad com· 
pany ; not one who is unwilling to coWltenance dark delu• 
sion, at the risk of being accounted simple, or deeply de
signing ; not one who baa understandmg to perceive, that 
in supporting a hypocritical mystery, be will stand convict· 
ed before the public of some base purpose, some punuit 
of darkness, some selfish aim, which, to succeed, must, like 
the fallen angel, "be cautious of day." 

Such there .are, and will be, To them Free Maaonry ia 
suitable ; they are welcome to it. But the virtuous and 
upright, the pious and faithful, the just and true, have no 
proper connexion with Free Maaonry ; those who revere 
the testimony of the Amen, ·the faithful-and true witneu, 
" Whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and of my words~ 
of hlm also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels :" 
to them I call, in the language of the prophet, " Come out 
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers o( her lrins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues." 

THE END. 
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