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&II .... Dilll'id 0/ JIt .... yM,.'. 
BE IT REIfBMBEBED, that oa the tweaty1lilhth 4" of A~, A.D. _ ia tIIIt 8ftJ-

1T.8.) MCODd year ofllle ............ otlhoiUmled Stae. of »wicbt ~!. 
,- tIIIt oaid tliJtriet, hu ......,.... iD ,hie 01Bee tile IitIe ofa book, .. riPt .. _he 
c1a1ma u proprietor, ill till ward. foil...,."" to wit: 

" Free 11_.". 118 PreIeiIoioM u,.....t ill faithf'ul utraeta of lI .. tallllan! Aathon; .. ith 
a BeYiew of To .. a', 8peea1a1i .. 1fUoar)': i18 1I.lriIlty to porYert the doetrl_ of ... 
• eaIed JleIici .... .u.ccmtno4 la IIIe !'P,irit of i18 Doctrlaeo. and ia .... .ppIleaaioa of i18 
...... : i18 .......... tanoy .ahihited io _tract. _ .... Ablle lIarruei aDd ProfHoor 
Jlabiooa; aDd ftutloer in-ted ;. III - ...... ice to doe lUamiDati. !L.::.!-11-

II • ADd ....... thea art opoiJed, .. bat .. lit thoa do 1 Thoaah thoa thJlllf with 
."... tho .......... deeto.t ... with _18 of lOki, tJiOaah tboa roddeat thy Ikco 
with :::I..iI:::, ia ".1II.bah thoa .aU thJIIIIIf Ikir; tbj 10 ..... ru ........ thee; llley w\IJ 
.~~~II 

Ia _fDraIItY to tho Act of Co...- of the Ualted Btatee, eatitled, "Aa Act for tho 
__._.mt of 1Aam1Dc, ." _ari., the copiea of II .... , Cb.rII, aDd Boob. to the 
aalllon aDd proprieton of IUCh copieo, dan., tho Ii ... thenin meatioaed. II ADd aIao to aa 
~ aIiIIeoI; "AD Act, eappl-'trJ' to.D Act, .. titled, aa Act for tho aacoaJ8laDlOllt .. 
~ ... the oopl .. ofV.pe, Cbarta, aDd Boob, to thoaathon aad propri_ 
o( .cia 4111'iDc1lle tlaaee thereiD .... tioaed, aDd uteocliDf tho baaeftI8 thoraaf to the 
.tII 0( , -.raYlDr, ud etcbillllIiI&oricalllDCl oilier prioIa." 

PIlED. I. BETTS, 
C/tt'1c t1/ "" ....,.,. IXmfc& 0/ Nee- r .. r.. 
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TO FREE MASONS. 

,/ 

••••• 

BUTRBEN, 

HAVING devoted much study to the subject of Free 
Masonry, I am.thoroughly convinced that the cmcient·ltmtl· 
JRark,ar#? refIIOVetl, that our old CUltOlM· are irreparably 
infringed, and the utabliB1aetl tUf.I8U of the Art are in ut· 
ter confusion, bringing great discredit upon the Fraternity 
of Free and Accepted Muons, Uld concealed daggen or 
infidelity to the hearts of the brethren. 

It becomes my bounden duty, as a faithful brother, to 
make an effort, in the words of the Muter's charge, "to 
correct the irregularities of the less informed brethren; to 
fortify their minds with resolution against the insidious foe, 
and to guard them against every allurement to vicious 
practices."-See Pruton', IllfUtration, of MtJltmry, p.78. 
and the Free MlI3on', Monitor, p. 76. 

Fearless of her whose name is Mystery, and whose light 
is Egyptian darkness, it is done affectionately, brethren, 
with respect to you. It will present you strange and wi· 
expected facts, with approved Masonic authorities for them, 
in every case faithfully and amply quoted. Accept the 
work; ponder it; and may Immanuel, God with us, ever 
be with those, who with simplicity of heart receive truth in 
the love of it. 

THE AUTHOR. 
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A LIST OF MASONIC AUTHORS 

qUODD I. TalS woaJt, 

TO ILLUSTRATE THE CHARACTER OF FREE MASONRY, 

Wi,l t1ae page /urfi.iil&ing, t1&eiT mtJIottic nptl'afiorL 

AIID let it be oblened, tbat tbougb tbey baYe not all tbe same Yalue 
wltb the fraternity, not one of them is conaidered apocrypbal; 
and but in a single instance do I recolleci of one evil spoken of 
by anotber. Lawrie aud Dalcbo bolb give. gibe at Ali.,. ... 
zon; and wby? Because he maintains tbe mecbanic origin of 
tbe fraternity, and tbe party of tbe AftcUrat.; "'bile Lawrie 6rings 
Free MaIOnry from tbe Mnks of antiquity ,and Dalcbo from bea
ven, and botb are stout supporter. of lbe late party of 11181011. 
called Modmu. 

I. Free MflMJ'/V' Monitor, by Cot. Thomas Smitb Webb. New
York edition, 1801. Its sanction found in this 'Volume, p. SO. 

I. MCUOftie Clarl, by Jeremiah L. Cross. Sd edt New-Haven. 
1814. Sanction, cbapter s. p. 55. 

s. Book oJ Coufifufio,.. oJ MaeMJCluetb. 4to. Banction, p. 844. 
4. Ptator&'. RlufTafiotu 01 MUOftT!l' limo. Ricbards' edition. 

Portsmouth, N. H. 1804. From Btraban's 10tb London edition. 
Mr. Preston wu muter of tbe Lodge of Antiquity, London, 

.. aetinl by immemorial custom. to His work, dedirated to Lord Pe
tre, P. G. M. of England, is tbe most complete 'manual and bistory 
of English Muonry, aDd tbe most GfJPT011erl. It has tbe authority 
of a Book of Conltihtions in England, and forms the basi. of the 
Free Malon's Moniter, and oC Dalcbo's Abiman Hezon, and contri
butel largely to eury manual of Masonry published in America. 

Tbe only sanction I can quote for tbis book, is the favour it bu 
eajoyed, and still enjo,s, witb the Muonic public, best proved by tbe 
Dumber of editions tbrough wbich it passed in London-1m, in lua 
,.. fAirly year •• 

5. Htaclirasoft" Spirit oJ MGlOftTy. IBmo. Reprinted at New
York, A. D. 1801. Sanctioned by tbe Gr. Lodge of England. p. ISO. 

I. AlitnM Rezon, by Lawrence Dermott, Becretary of the An
cient Muons. 8vo. p. 184. London, 1784. Noticed, p. liS. 

T. S.".', Uae and Abuae oJ Fne MtIMm"Y' A large octavo, dedi
oated to Frederick of Prussia. London, A. D. 178-. 

a. CaIeott, DiatpriaitiOfta vpon FTee Maaorrry. 8vo. Reprinted at 
Boston. A. D. 177-. 

---_.-. - _. ----
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VI MASONIC AUTHORS. 

t. 7'aMtAill', Manual. A handsome octavo. Tennessee. Dedica. 
ted to tbe Moat Worshipful Andrew Jackson. This is one of the 
best bistorlcal and practical lodge books I hue seen. 

10. Hrmlu', NettJ Ff'tt MalOn', Monitor. Sci edition. New.York. 
limo. Recommended by twelve presiding officers in the lodges of 
New·York. 

11. Town" SpeculatifN! MuOfIf'1J. limo. Sanction, p. 171. 
II. DakAo', Orations. Charleston, Soutb Carolina. This is an 

important work. Dr. Dalcbo is a SOl1trrign InBpefJtOf' (JeMTtJl 0/ 
Fm MUOfITY; and bis orations are publiabed by the request of the 
Grand Lodge, and of the Sublime Grand Lodge of South Carolina. 

IS. Lautrie" HUfof'1JoJ Fm MaIOn'Y: Edinburgh, 180<6. 8vo. 
Tbis work discovers more learning and good seuse together, than 

any ot~er masonic treatise I hue perused. The mt'st valuable part 
of it may be seen in the Encyclopedia Britannica, Arlo Masonry. 
It is far from satisfactory. . 

14. GmnleD/" BmJ Inquif'1J. Portland, ISSC». 8vo. A band· 
some volume of JOO pages The views are with Lawrie: both make 
Free Muonry origin'lte 10 tbe ancient heatben mysteries; but tbe 
proof is deficient; not 50 mucb barren as inconsistent. 

15. TtmplaT" ClaaTt, by J ..... Cross. New.Haven, 1811. 18mo. 
18. Esprit flu Dogme de la F • • Varomaerie. Brussels, 1816. 8vo. 

Its character may be seen in extracts, page 140 of tbis voI~e, 
using the emblems and pretenrt~ traditions, to dispute aDd pervert 
the sacred writings. It is the last masonic autbor I have read, and 
could not possibly bave coloured tbele pages before it enters them. 
p.149. , . 

17. DaleAo" AAiman Rezon, whicb is tbe Book of Constitutions 
of Soutb Carolina. Cbarleston, 1807. 8vo. 

18. FTU MalOn" LiIlTaTy, by Samuel Cole. Baltimore,1818. 
Id edition. 8vo. pp. 400 

This iI the Book of Constitutions of Maryland. Sanction, p.50 •. 
These treatise, hare aU been carefully, some of them, studioullly, 

examined; and if from tA.e1ll the cbaracter of the institution cannot 
be fairly learned, I despair of obtaining it. 

It may interest tbe inquirer to know, tbat tbe entire body of the 
irst 158 pages of tbis volume was written, except chapter. 15 and 
sa, before tbe autbor suIFered bimself to peruse a single anti·muo
nic author but Stearns' Inquiry. He lougbt' to deal honourably 
with Free Masonf1; and to judge of it solely by the testimony of 
its frieMs: having done tbat, he felt free to examine the opinions 
of others. 
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PREFA.CE. 

TJiB first Free Mason Lodge in North America was es
tablished in New.Jersey, A. D. 1730, by wiuTant from ,the 
mother or lodges, the Grand Lodge of England, und~r the 
band of the Duke of Norfolk, Grand Master. (Presion.) 
The revolution~, struggle caused Free Masonry, for a 
season, 'to flourish; then it languished; and it was almost 
breathless at the time the first grand chapter 'Yas,rormed ; 
and the first edition of Webb's Free Mason's Monitor was 
published, A. D. 1797. Then it revived, and though checked 
by the works of theAbbe B.arruel, and Professor'Robison, 
it bore them down at length with the multiplicity of its as
sertions, and went on increasing until A. D. 1816; the offi
cial retulns of lodges in the U oited States was estimated at , 
850 nearly. (Hardie.) , 

Tbe Free Mason's Library, Baltimore, 1826, furnishes a 
list of the principal lodges in the United States, '" collated 
from, and compared with, copies of the original records of 
the several grand lodges." . 

This list nombers, to 
Maine, 
New-Hampshire, • 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, • 
Connecticut, 
VermoBt, 
New-York, . 

46 
40 
90 
13 
62 
34 

157 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, . 
Delaware, 
Maryland, . 
Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

46 
187 
16 
80 

100 
81 
54 
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viii 

Georgia, 
Missouri, 
Ohio,. . 
Tennessee, 

paZFACE. 

30 Louisiana, 
8 MislUssippi, • • 

72 Kentucky, 
55 Illinois, . . 

24 
8 

'79 
11 

1293 
'rhe names and places or 1182 of these lodges are 

given; but the list must be quite deficient, for New-York, 
which, in the list, is allowed but 157, had, in 1825, accord
ing to the indisputable authority of Governor Clinton, 
"nearly 500 lodges, and more than 10Ihhapters." (See 
NeW-York Statesman; 7t" October, 1&.l5, and this same 
F. M. Library, p. 344.) Besides, the entUe states of in
diana and Alabama, having, in 1820, a population of 
291,000 souls, and rapidly increasing, are not returned. in 
the list. 

Allow them 25 each, • . • • • • . 50 
New-York500-157 =343, . . . . • 343 
And for the deficiency of all other, . • 343 

736 
Add to this the actual returns, with names 

and places, •..•....• 1182 

1918 
Allow for increase since A. D. 1825,. • • 82 

2000 
A fearful number, having .enrolled thirty or forty names 

each, on their lists of members; say, the very lowest esti
mate, 30 X 2000 = 60,000. Sixty thousand Free Masons 
in the lodges of the United States, besides members of 
'councilB, of encampment" and of royal arcA cluJpter •• 

The names which appear coupled with the offices of the 
craft, are often llDlong thos,e distinguished. in the state, and 
in the anny, and in the ministry. 

Be Free Masonry what it may, it evidently has extensive 
influence, a powerful sway in. this republic; strictly com· 
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PREFA('E. 

bining a great body of active members of the community 
.in one secret fraternity, teaching them its own highly va
lued lessons, and enabling them to act without the respon

. sibilities attached to lIle independent yeomanry of our 
country. 

It also has a great revenue. If every lodge make three 
Masons annually, at twenty dollars each, lodges 2000 X 

3 = 6000 new members, each $20 X 6000 = $l20,cm 
per annupl, the revenue of the lodgu. 

I say nothing of chapters and others. 
Such a combination of activity, mystery, talents, and 

money, accompanied with magnificent titles, and splendid 
professions, and ornaments captivating to youth, is not un
worthy of the attention both of statesmen and moralists." 

For a history, it has none tolerably satisfactory; Lawrie's 
may be found in our public libraries. (Ency. Brit. art. Ma
sonry.) 

Its learning is scattered in many volumes, and its doc
trines are so covered with ceremonies, and the fog of mys
tery, that few, even of its highest adepts, are thoroughly 
instructed in its claims and character. 

The writer hu, therefore, sought with all diligence to 
compile a mass of information, drawn from purely masonic 
sources, which should throw a ray of light upon Free Ma
sonry visible to all;. and if, in the execution of this task, the 
feelings excited by the subject have not always been re
strained, pardon me; gravely to contemplate inconsisten
cies, is neither natural nor safe; it is necessary sometimes to 
laugh at folly, IlR an antidote to infection; and sometimes 
to repel falsehood with indignation, lest it fasten upon the 
simple. 

Names do not affect the value of arguments. Where par-
\ . 

... What it can do politicaUy ia _ in Mexico at thia moment, where the 
national partiOlJ are fearfully violent, and take the names of Eeoaav, and 
York, from ditl"erent rituals of Free MuoDry. 

, B 
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x PREJ'Aca. 

ties eDt they often hurt: for the reader's attention will be 
turned from the argument to the orator, from tmth immu
table and eternal, to the frail and peccable mortal uttering it. 
And this is an evil, whether in friends or foes; for the undivi
ded attention necessary to discern and appreciate truth, is 
distracted with prejudice,or partiality towards the speaker. 

The opinions of the writer cannot be mistaken; but they 
have no value that you do not give them; and if they are 
not justified by a perusal of the copious authorities within 
the two covers of this boOk, neither bis nor any other name 
will justifY them. He asks no credit for facts, or for asser
tions: these are made and furnished by Webb, Town, 
CI'088, Preston, HutebiJUJOn, Cole, Lawrie, Dermott, Smith, 
Greenleaf, Dalcbo, 'rannebill, Hardie, and the various 
grand officers and grand lodges, who have sanctioned tbeir 
laboun. The writer is a compiler from their pilges, with 
only the remarks suitable for refreshment; and, if Free 
Masonry i8 condemned, it must be from jUst quotations of 
her own commentators, the title and page in ·every instance 
accompanying the qnotation. 

The whole merit of the question lies between faithful 
extracts of masonic authors here ·given, and the truth. The 
attorney collects, arranges, and illustrates facts; the reader 
is to decide the case; the reader is tbe judge; and if your 
attorney appear before you in a respectful manner, address 
you in plain English, and argue his case diligently, not tra
velling out of the record, I trust you will give him a patient 
hearing; and, believe, if his name could be valuable 
to you, it should be forthcoming with the promptness 
of truth, and without fear of the mystery whose doctrine is 
V.NOUNCE, and whose daring defies both the laws of God 
and of mao. 

"Yet all are not satisfied." 
All cannot·be satisfied. Having carefully sought to 

know. what is duty, the writer is satisfied, any name beneath 
tile starry heavens would be a detriment attached 10-tbis 
volume. Suppose for a moment, reader,.it were TruthrtJeli. 
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paBI'ACE. xi. 

She who run down the Abbe Barru~'8 and Prot&seor Robi
son'8 Free li~, would a1so run down TruthweU's. It 
would be vanity in the ...ater to suppose otherwise. . But 
sbe may run against "Free Muonry"· until out of wind, 
and it will hold way with her. Sbe wiD eecape fio.Jn it, when 
the borse escapes &om his shadow. Every 888a~t upon 
" Free Masonry" will surely be well ~ted; she has liber
ty; let no name parry ber blows. 

, Again, what can any name ~d to the author's view of 
this subject 1 Suppose the name were Je.fferBOA ; she woul4 
array against it, in a single paragraph, Wasbington, Fla
lin. Warren, La Fayette, George the King, the Dukes of 
York, and of Sussex. &c. and what could be· do 1 With one 
flourish Of her magical wand. sbe would Dl8,I8bal againIt it 
the Patriarcbs, the Kings of Israel, and the Prophets; with 
another, all the heathen philosophers of Greece and of 
Rome; what oould the. supposed Jeft"er80n say 1 Only 
that truth will stand in its owri n~e against the assembled 
universe. . So let it stand; aod the foe may array all the 
names of glory upon tbe page of history. against "Free 
MlII$ODry;" far be it &om the author to interfere. 

--.-. 

Were the author's n~e here, sbe wowd soorn to notice 
hia book; she wouW make the war personal; IIhe would 
tum the attention of her dupes upon him ; and wi~ ber ten 
thousand tongues, sbe would force bonest people. by the 
irresistible torrent of ber malice, . to sneer at the name of 
., 1fI(I1I" Free Masonry: while.she is free to abuse, or to 
feed upon" Free Masonry ;" that will make her f!Unt aqd 
sick, when an honeat name to devour, would strengtbenher 
beart. 

So persuaded is be of tbe propriety of this course, that 
the author will sooner submit to the mortification of seeing 
his labour come before the public without even the honest 
name of the printer, than, by placing another on the title
page, shield Free MQlJonty from ber own arrows: and were 
he, by solemn act of Providence, removed this night &om 
bia earthly labours, be would leavp it in ChU2C. that no 
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xii PIl.EF.~CE. 

name of the author should appear in· the work; not that it 
would shame the reader; but his work is truth, which is ir· 
resistible, while the author is a mortal that can be barked 
down. 

He received the secret of the lodges in due form, under 
able masters; laboured at the lectures with the resolution 
of a hale man taking patent medicines; others found them 
so beneficial, he would not fail of theirhenefit for thewant 
of a fair trial. All the language of the lorlges, and the te
dious details of the lectures, he learned by dint of persc,'c
rance, and could once rehearse equal to his satisfaction: 
still the charm refused to operate, the talismanic inftucnce 
failed to exert it.'1elf; and, like· one fairly innoculated with 
genuine matter, he, to the disappointment of the doctor, 

.yet took the disease the natural way. 
With great simplicity he sought the meaning of this, mo

destly inquiring of the Royal Arch and gn~at Masons; but 
a sure hint at the master's entire ignorance of the subject, 
was always sufficient, when coming from men four, seven, 
and ten degrees above him, completely to shut his mouth. 
He could not presume to doubt what they, from their ele
vation, saw clearly; and having no disposition further to 
climb the eminence, nor relish for the twilight of the lodges, 
he withdrew from the connexion; travelling, but neither 
giVing nor receiving lion's paws, due guards, or grips; nei
ther knowing a man, nor being known, as a Free Mason. 

From this state of tranquillity he was disturbed by an 
event, which, unworthy as it might seem to its agents, dis
turbed every Mason, and shook every lodge, in the Union; 
agitated, and does yet greatly agitate, the public mind; sever· . 
ing friendships, dividing families, rending churches. 

A citizen of N cw-York, it may be a most unworthy man, 
yet an American citizen, in the autumn of 1826, was mali· 
ciously taken with the form of legal process, from his fire
side and family at Batavia, New-York, by Free Masons, 
was transported sixty miles to Candaigua for trial. At 'once 
(lischarged by th~ law. be was again arrested for debt to 
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PREfACE. XIll 

the amount of two dollars; and, far removed from his 
mends, he was immured in a prison for that petty sum" 
while they could mature their plans. if This accomplished, 
they paid the debt to release him from prison, nine o'clock, 
P. M., and contrived, by strong drink, or drugs, or both, to 
take and to transport him, by njght and by day, in the pub
lic, and in pri,oate conveyances, from Gan~daigua to Lew
iston, through a populous part of this free country, one 
hundred miles; tl~ence to' a deserted fort on the lonely 
point where ,Niagara enters Ontario lake, and kept him 
thre!3 days, seeking with anxiety to rid the country of him 
without his blood. Here the veil drops; the victim can be 
traced no further, except in the reports of his merciless 
death, which are not a little strengthened by the flight, 
and continued absence in foreign parts, or in distant terri
tories, of three active masonic cOIlspirators. 

Proclamation, with reward, was repeatedly issued by the 
lamented Clinton ;- suits were instituted, and several Free 
Masons have suffered, or are now suffering, in prison, the 
penalty of the law, for tfie forcible abduction of a fellow 
citizen ;t while, in other cases, thecoucse of justice has 

o * Being r,t Canandaigua., he borrowed linen for cleanlln8l8; and, having 
reacbed~olDe. W&8 arrested for petit larceny. When discharged from cri· 
minal process, he was seized in an action on account for the Arne shirt and 
cravat, valued at two dollars. 

t Trial at Canandaigua. first week in January. 1827. Judge Throop 
proceeded to aentence the defendanta in the following terms: .. You have 
been convicted of a daring. wicked, and presumptuous crime: Buch an one 
&8 we did hope, would not, in our day, have polluted this land. You have 
robbed the state of a citizen, a citizen ()f his liberty, a wife of her husband, 
and a family of heIpI818 children of the e~dearments and protecting care of 
a parent: . and, whether th. onCortunate victim of your ra.., haa been im
molated, or is" in the land of the living, we are ignorant, and even you do 
not pretend to know. . 

.. It is admitted in this cue, and Btand. proved, that Morgan was, by 0. 

hypocritical pretence of tiiendship and charity, and that, too, in the impo
sing shape of peconiary relief to a di8treIBed anll poverty-bound prisoner, 
beguiled' to intrust hilDltllf to one of your n1UDber, who l18ized him as BOon 
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PUJ'ACJo:. 

been impeded by the machin$oal of Free Muonry, im
periOQly demanding of the Executive of New-York, the 
following mea .. to the Senate : 

" G&NTL&M&N-A.large' portion of the iDbabitaats of the 
state, baa been, for more than a year, highly excited by the 
alleged forcible and cland~e removal of a citizen, and 

by the uncertaiDty of his fate. It is believed by many that 
he hlUl been murdered, and it is certain that, if alive, he is 
in captivity. This outrage upon our laws hu justly alarm
ed our fellow citizeqa in that part of the state, and hu pro
duced exertions such u might have been expected from 
freemen, conscious of their rights, and determined to main
tain them, to develope the mysterioustransaetion, and to 
bring the offenders to' justice. 
, "As yet their efforts have failed, The rewards and in

ducements heretofore otrered for a'discovery, 'have been un
availing. ~he trials and convictions that have taken place 
have rather increased the mystery of the transaction. The 
efforts 01 individual citizens, stimulated by a patriotic zeal, 
have not always been guided by discretion, and there is rea
son to fear;that they have -sometimes tended rather to pre
vent, than promote, a judicious developement of the truth. 
It is publicly stated, that a witness, while on his way to at
tend the trial of some of the' persons charged with a pBrti. 
cipation in the original outrage, hu suddenly and unac
countably disappeared, and advertisements offering rewards 
for hit dilcovery, have been extensively circulated. 

"If there be,any foundation for this suggestion, it affords 
a strong reuon for the adoption of proper meuures to 
quiet the alimns of our feUow citizens." 

And he recommends "that a law be pused, authorizing 
the appointment of a competent person, for the purpose of 

u .. ccmAIden.&e arri.ed to bill aid. aJoao.t at bill prWoD door, and in die 
DiPt time hurriecl him into a earrietetfrc .. "--NeNl-Yort ~ Adm-· 
tiler, I«IIrI4 ~ ,..".", 1m. 
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P8J:J'ACE. xv 

iIlYeltipaa, the alleged : criminal tnmsactiOlll ill relation 
to the removal of William Morgao, and all the incidents 
connected therewith-with power to perfbrm all a.c18 and 
dIlties neceaary to a full and fair judicial iDveatiption 8Jld 
determi_tion of the, alIe@ed offences. 

"'NATHANIEL PITCHE~ Lieut. GoD. 
".Albany, 18t1& March, 1828." 
This proof that the excitement is real and not afleeted, 

is put beyond doubt by the vote ~ the Senate upon lh& 
bill authorizing such appointment, which bill 9188 passed 
24 to 8'; and by the House, where a determined opposition 
was made, bA tM ground of au conf~ ~ 
potoer" with a view to foster a political excitement, hostile 
to one of the candidates in the national election nellt pend
ing, was passed 66 to 44. 

AIl this trouble is made by Free Masonry; this daring 
assault upon private rights, this obstinate resistance to 
the course of public justice; this successful and persevering 
attempt to restrain the arm of the legal authorities;-aIl this 
multiplied evil is produced by Free Masonry. 

"What is she 1" Everyone inquires, "what is Free 
Masonry 1" 

The very question this volume will help the reader to an
swer. What is the foundation of Free Masonry, its super
structure, its aim 1 What is its origin 1 What, are its pre
tensions, its peculiar principles, its operations in other coun
tries? The reader will find in these pages genuine maso
nic documents, with references to their source, to ,aid his 
understanding upon each of these interesting questions: 
for the autL.or has not attempted to give" a system of Free 
Masonry;" but to give tlae 1ncontutible document, wlUeh 
toill enoble every reoder Ai_elf to form a 'Y,tem. 

Having seen the title-page, one says, " the writer is trying 
to destroy Free Masonry." 

But it is not 80; he is trying to 1earn ita cbaracter; its 
secret he bas already. If Free Masonry is destroyed by 
aerely ,earcAitJg au cIIorocter, that is another thing: and of 
that every searcher of its character wiII judge for himseJ£ 
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. Another says, "It is an old institution; its foundation is 
deep; it is spread allover the world; you cannot shake it." 

Now, again, there is no wish to shake it; but if looking 
at its foundation shake it, that cannot be helped. We 
would know what the fabric stands on; and if that be no
thilag, let it stand; who will care? only there are many 
who would like to know it. ' 

" It is a religious and moral institution; carries the Bible 
with the square and compasses in front; you do wrong to 
oppose it." 

Carry them in welcome; but I penist in knowing why ; 
And (or that PW'po8e take up CoL Webb's Monitor. 
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PRETENMION8 OF FREE MASONRY. 

CHAPTER J. 

• When firet the golden Mom aJoi\. . 
.. With golden b __ whiaperiD&' 1IOt\., 

.. 8PI'IUIC tiom the F ... t Yith ~ wing • 
.. To kiu the heavenly tint-bom 8pring; 
.. Jehovah. then. from hallowed eartb • 
.. Oue Ma1lODry immortal birth." 

Prt.1oA, LMtbA ElL 1'791. p. 388. 

F,.ee MaaOlt', iWonitor, Part 1. Book 1. C'A!zp. 1. Origin 
of Masonry. . 

.. Fao. the commencement of the world, we may trace 
the foundation of Masonry. Ever since symmetry began 
and harmony displayed her ~harms, our order hlUl had a 
being. " Preston, chap. i. sec. 3, states this pretension in 
the same words. So the Book of Constitutions of South 
Carolina, p. 2. . 

Masonry, our onler, has had a being ever since symme
try began and harmony displayed her charms I Theee are 
the fint words of the first chapter of a book, professing, 
" although chiefty intended (or the use of the ancient and 
honourable society of free and accepted. Masons," to be 
.. also calculated to explain the n~ure and design of the 
Masonic Institution to those who may be desirous of be-· 
coming acquainted with ita principles." 

"Ever since symmetry began," &c. This period was, 
probably, much earlier than the creation of man. Yet. in 

I 
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charity, we must suppose the Masonic Reformer" did not 
intend to date the commencement of our order before the 
creation of the humanspeeies; and (aB the words will not 
bear an interpretation at all suited to any period since the' 
creation of man) I am willing to suppose that the creation 
or man was the time, when, according to the Monitor ,sym
metiy and the MaSonic order had their being; as it is also 
written," From the commencement of the world, we may 
trace the foundation of Masonry."t . 
, This view of ~e subject is coofirmed by the fact that the 
best authorities place the era of man's creation 4000 years 
before the Christian era; and Free Masonry, reckoning like 
the self-styled eternal city" ab urbe condita, mlikes the year 
1828, of the Christian era, to be the year 58'J8 of its era ; 
that is, the year of light, the amao lacU of Free MtUtmry, 
agrees exactly with the year of creation. 

In strict accord with this view, the poet sings in lines ap
pr~ by the CODBtituted authorities of Free Masonry ; 

." When earth'. fOUDdation tint wulaid 
By the AbDirbty ArtiBt'ehaDd, 

'Twuthenour perfect~,.. _made, 
Establiabed by his strict command." 

It is plainly, then, one of the pretension. of Free Ma
sonry, that the order of Muoory was established 81 the pe
~ of creation. That (as is asserted' in the lines above 

• The author of the Free Muon'. Monitor, Col. 'rhos.' S. Webb, whose 
memory Iiv. in the hearts of many otthe fraternity, intrOduced changu 
... umeioua aDd important illto theralea, aDd babits orworIt, in the Lod,.. 
of 4morict., th~ he ~&y with propritty ... reprdea &I .... peat JDOCI8m 
l\efOI'lllBr of M~. Be .W&I deceived; but Jail obj~ 111&1 pr&iBetrOr-
thy; his aim wu pllblic good-wu exteDlive Jlenevolence. He lived to 
publiBh iliaD), editiona of the Monitor, aDd .ucceeded ~ b~ the work 
110 Beady to .it the WaDts or the Fraternity, that it hu the authority of a..,. .&1_,", ,oM. ' 

t .. The tint Btage of MUOIII'J took its rille in the earlieBt time&, .... 
oriImatect in the mf". of 4 •• cIeIceDcW pure through the antedilavian 
a~." kc. Itc. H1I'~himon'. Spirit of Ma~, p. 119. 
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quoted) itllaws were established by the Almighty, is a sen
timeot belonging to the brain of the poet; a seJllment which 
must baTe escaped him in 8ft irl'eVereIlt momenty and wliich 
ought not hu&ily to' be chaPp aB' &De of the prereasiOu 
of the Onter. 

The ant ~_tioa having t.een to the aidDiecf em of 
Free Maonry, to the pretension it makes to'haYe iii ~ 
FniDg with the begimaing of time-I come Dow to a sa
eoact Pft'tenaion, aLto well worth considering. 

If.. truth eari be established; indeed, if a very -.all 
PflI'I or it' be true, Free Masonry deserves a religious vene
ration. We ought to pay profound respect to an institution 
... hoao1ired of God; 80 adomed by his prophets; so won
cIerfully,1O Miraculously preserved, amidst the convuJsions 
of the deluge. , 

That I make Dot a mistake, and' ehar,ge pretensions to 
..f\oee Mtuorwy whieh belong ollly to a few extravagant or 
cIiaorderly b~, I will pay no regard' to theidle Words of 
any Dim; bat will extract fully oom a staodiud work of 
Free'Masonry'; from a treatiSe, approved by #M cormituttd 
~ 0/ .Fne MfJIOIary, and by ,_ m:orIIfIlentlal '0 
• attention tIItd .tudyo/ all Me mencberl of tTaelratemiltj. 

This is a fair course for Free Masonry; and'it is the only 
... ecm'I8e for tile' writer. The conclUsionS to which it 
lead., must &e satiaf8.ctory to' aU. 

I wish to say nothing, hanhly of the following, or of 81ly 
otkerof the pretensions of Free Masonry. I would state 
them fairly fiooi the approved books of the Craft'; I would 
throw them' out upon the broad expanie or public opinioIi; 
and leave them wholly to their oWD weight; premiSing; 
however, my own eoiWietion, that it wiD happen to the pre
teDIions, as it did to the suspected witehes' of old: if one 
floated'on the deep, she was bUl'lled for n witch; and it'one 
sunk, file was inevitably drowned. 

i 
\ 
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]t'ree Ma6pn'8 Monitor, Par(ll. Booi I. Chapter X
"The most potent grand master, representing Solomon, 

in ,the east. seated in a chJlir of state under a rich canopy, 
with a croWn on his head, and a sceptre in his hand." , • 

We will not tarry for the description of the royal vest
menta, but proceed to the history aDd charge of this • 
gree-(Knights of the Arch.) " My wortAy BrotIuJr. It 
is my intention at t~ time, to give you a clearer account 
than you have yet been acquainted with, of Masonry, of 
which at present you barely know the elements." [Het.Ir, 
hear.] 

" Enoch, being inspUoed by the Most High, and in com
memoration ',of a wonderful vision. built a temple under 
ground, and dedicated the same io God. Methusaleh, the 
son of, Enoch, constructed the building without being ac
quainted with his father's motives." (This is the Enoch 
who w,as " the first translated;" and the Methusaleh who.was 
"the 04lest man.") "~h caused. a triangular plate of 
gold to be made, each side of which was a cubit long; be 
onriched it ~i~ the most precious stones, and encrusted the 
plate upOn a stone of' agate of the same form.' He then 
engraved upon it the ineffable characters, and placed it on 
a triangular pedestal of. white marble, which ,he deposited. 
in the deepest arch.-And none but Enoch knew of the 
treasw:'e which the arches contained." 

. " . .And behold ~e wickedness ~ mankind increased more. 
and became ,grievous in, the sight of the Lord; and. God 
threatened todetltroy the whpleworld. Enoch,perceivingthat 
the knowledge of the arts was likely to be lost in the ge
neral destruction, and being desirous of preserving the 
principles of the sciences, for the posterity of those whom 
God should be pleased to spare, built tw:o great pillars on 
the top of the highest mountain; the OJ;le of brass to with
stand water; the other of marble to withstand fire. And 
he engraved on the marble hieroglyphics, signifying that 
there wa.'J a most precious treasure conccnled in the arches 
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under ground, which he had dedicated to God; and he en
graved on the pillar of bl'888 the principles of the liberal 
arts, particularly of Muonry. " 

Not a word of so interesting a tale ought to be lost; but 
Dot to occupy too much time, I omit a page, still retaining 
the thread of the story . 

.. The flood took place in the year of the world 1656, and 
destroyed Dlost of the superb monuments of antiquity. The 

. marble pillar of Enoch, fell iIi the general desolation; but 
by divine permission, the pillar of brass withstood the water, 
by which means the ancient state of the liberal arts, and 
particularly masonry, has been handed down to us." 

Now were I to condemn this pretension in toto, some 
might think it sprung from a hostility to the .. ancient and 
honourable ,institution;" I will, therefore, abstain from all 
~nsure; I will leave the suspected thing to sink or swim, 
aeeording to the specific gravity of the medium in· which it 
may happen to be immersed. But there are miDds, in which 
it waits no~ the fagot. and the stake. That Enoch was 
" inspired by the Most High," is allowed on the authority of 
the Holy Scriptures. But that he was inspired to btUld a. 
temple and arches and pilla.rs, for the preservation of Free 
Masonry, or of any thing belonging to Free Masonry, is, as 
far as my knowledge extends, a.presumptuous 888ertion ;
and, notwithstanding the R. A.. K., and the R. A. S, and the. 
R. A. T., and the two R. A.. C's. of a Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter, have certified, that, "The Free Masons' Moni.toll 
is replete with useful masonic information, and is fully en
~itled to the sanction of the Grand Chapter." I cannot be
lieve one word of its antediluvian pretensions. 
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" TJa.e ani IOIIle foo1iIh peop18 reject u-. 
"I'or wbicb duly ani biply fa blule f 

.. TIley CUIDOC IIIow '&Dy'objeatioa. 
.. Or ...... fOr .... the lame, 

" The Art'. a diviae illlpiratioD, 
.. AI aD hAmeIt men will declare : 

I. So here .. ~ all true heutecl BrotheN • 
.. TIaat Ii .. witbia ..,.. &Dtl "JUlIN. 

"Fa, ...... 1&." 

Two pretensions of masonry have been brought intoYieW' 
without argnment. la matterS 80 elltravagallt it is enough 
to ddUbt. It mi«ht seem. to he in Be8BOn to show the fal· 
lacy 0180 .traordinary claims, when IOmetbiDg besides as
te~ is brought to their support. But lest I should seem 
DOt sufticieJitly to respect the pretensions of" the most an· 
cient ibstitution;" pretensions familiar to the staIldard 
worke, to the ephemeral publicatioDs, and to the, more noisy 
npporters of Free Masonry; I wiD give a few of the best 
reasons fOr supposing these to be wholly unworthy of credit. 

The first pretension, it wiD be recollected, is, that" our 
ortler ltu lad tI bemg tmtr Bince qmmetry begtJll'.". The 
proof is tractition-the same as is used to prove' that after 
Deu~'s flood, DeucaJion and Pyrrha repeopled the de
solate earth, by throwing stones behind their backa-those 
which Deuca1ion threw becoming men, and those which 
Pyrrha, his wife, threw becoming maidens • 

.. QaiI hoc credat, DiIi lit pro teIte vetUltu !" 

exclaims the poet; who could believe this, tDBf'e not tradition. 
,lae tDitnu.! This veritable witness must have left part of 
the masonic story untold; for if "our order" be as old as 
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-'me, it will be difieult to eeneeive w~ w~ the &rat p)a,-

8Oa;~ M+;?FiaJs aga; to frfr~:~~~e a 100gt. did 
until some years after the begiwaing of tUne. Wbo were 
the %fJRi8iSOO: then A loc;Igfrfr it mw;;:t be~: 
in which Adam was both most wonhipfUJ MasWI' and 

thfrfr a;nly frfrOwnm anh eav~+;? r:6ptn=frfrr" 
der the sun." 

's , is a;frfrrlied, :, w+;? do mEbfJ[n so: W frfr do 
mean there were Lodge8 before there were men to CODBtitute 
th6¥iBR: QDlh ~ thfrfr~ !:he l£inilwihblfrfr' qh the s~:ifrer 
as old as the world." 

Wcell ; +;?1Jl' Ord"B" das had behncg efrfr~ 
since symmetry began; but only the priIIoipleI of the onfer. 
EXrfJfJdy Let us tlUI ~:khject thit its ligbt~ 
: First; can the principles peeuli~ to an institution 

be ifsJder lItaa thfrfr insti+;?dio&Jl iUlellll DOt. If 
principles existed before the institution, the in8titution b~ 
no F:::~ulim clai+;?B to lhfrfrfill ; must 
them. .And if an institution be as old as the principles are 
whidB it and whh the;qffi cb~:%itablll iDltih%= 
tiOD is coeval with the principle of love! And masonry 
might oottfrfrr dfrfrtc.; its frfrdgin: BcOt dw;;:m thfrfr begirnind 
but some ages before I 4nd so an author bas it: "If trom 
our prirfrfriples &:e dfrfrie Origi:l od Mas+;?frfr:ty, 
must fix its era coexistent with the Almighty." Toton'. 
8p.;:=ndati7.cfrfr Frecfrfr Mw;;:::cmy: 94~ 

What has Free Masonry to do with the era of creation 1 I 
do HHt l$~: yoxrcger,:::somfrfr of 
adopted principles certainly are older. If we !lS8ume th~ 

... ifrfrW.h%kYY the itt:Rf ill f3~a;va1 ~:. tbe 6:::"&& obj~:r of 
Nay. it may well be styled coen.l with _tion; when the JSovereip Ar· 
cbi%ka;ffffi rai8c:c! :n mmff4Uc pfrfr&:C;ipi&: +;?ce bea:?eouIf frfrlobe.:=-Smilfrfr:s Vie 
.i6tue tf Free .MIU. p. !S. And tbe_ worda repeated, p. 108. 

" Ouff 1h=:tt fallifBf, it WTI7.ff can. 
A &:%k1OD made u IIOUD .. a ..-." 

.4'"-'a Rf .... p. 114. 
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origin of the.principle.. for the d,.te of the institution, 1IUI8OD. 

ry is IDOre than 58'J8 years old; and if the organization of 
the·first lodge be, u it truly should be, taken as the day of 
its date, muonry is not BO old as time. It is very evident, 
then, that Free Muonry lies under a ftat contradiction on 
the fint pretension. 

The principle of liberty is u old u the creation, or u any 
of the principles ofmaBOnry. But how absurd it would be 
to date the independence of these United States from the 
beginning of time I And not lesB absurd is it, to date ma
sonry from that early period, because BOme of the principles 
it hu chosen to adopt are, indeed, much older. So con
clusive is this argument to my mind, that I take my leave of 
the fint pretension with a strong hope, that an effort will be 
speedily made to rectify the era of Free Masonry to some 
possible date; and, as one of the brethren, I cheerfully offer 
my services to aid in the work. 

A lame attempt is made to reet the second pretension 
on the authority of Josephus;' but as the relation of that 
author differs essentially from the m&sonic tradition, if it . 
proves any thing in the premises, it is unfavourable to the 
pretensions of Free Muonly .. 
, I will set the pretension from the Monit~ by the side of 
Josephus' relation, that the reader may compare for him
self. 

Monitor. 
.. Enoch being inspired by 

the Most High, built two 
great pillars on the top of 
the highest mountain, the 
one of brus, to withstand 
water, the otber of marble, 
to withstand fire. He en
graved on the pillar of brass 
the principles of the liJ>eral 
arts. particularly of Muonry. 

J08epmu, Book 1, Cltap. 2. 

Speaking of the descend
ants of Seth: "They also 
were the inventors of that 
peculiar sort of wisdom 
which is concerned with the 
heavenly bodies and their 
order. And that their in
ventions might not be lost 
before they were sttfliciently 
known, upon Adam '8 pre-
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The fIIt.rble pillar of Enoch 
fell in the' general destruc-, 
tion; but by divine permis
sion the pillar of bra. with
stood the water, by which 
means the ancient state of 
the liberal arts,. and particu
larly Masonry, has been 
handed down to us."· 

* The poet wu miltaieD who IiDp : 

.. Sober 0lil s.a DelIt _ .. OD tile ..... 

.. ID_..-.batia-" .... : 
" B. baiJt up two piJIan, ..., _1aII1IIIIl 

1bIek, 
,. ORo ...... 01 -. tIoe od.tr oIlIriek. 

.. Deny down, b." 
.I1i_ R,..., p. 148-

diction that the world was 
to be destroyed at one time 
by the force of fire, and at 
another time by the violence 
and quantity of water, they 
made two pillars, the one of 
brick, the other of stone; 
they inscribed their disco
veries on them both, that in 
case the pillar of brick should 
be destroyed by the flood, 
the pillar of stone might re
main, and exhibit those dis
coveries to mankind; and 
alsO inform them that there 
was another pillar of brick 
erected by them. Now this 
remains in the land of Siriad 
to this day." 

The two accounts are 88 much alike as parent and child ; 
but two important discrepances may be noticed. Jose
pbus makes no accOunt of any science prese"ed except 
astronomy; and Masonry h. no more concem with astro
nomy, than it has with the cotton gin~ a machine 40 years 
old nearly. Josephus supposes the atone pillar to remain 
in the land of Siriad to his day; but masonic tradition says, 
,. the marble pillar fell in the general destruction of the 
deluge." 

Not to waste time on these matters, I have three princi. 
pal objections to allege against the reasonal?len~ of this 
second pretension. Sec. 1. Masonry contains no principle 
peculiar to itself, no truth not C(Smmon to the world, which a 
wise man need be anxious to prese"e; therefore, it is in
credible that any man, "inspired by the Most High," should 
have erected pillars for itsprese"ation. Sec. 2. Granting tbat
any the least thing peculiar to masonry, is, or ever~rth 

2 
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an anxious thought for its preservation; it is very extraordi
nary that Enoch, who was cotemporary with Adam, and 
who remained on the earth onJy fifty-three years after the 
decease of Adam, should have performed the work imputed 
to him. Had the erection of the pillars been the work of 
the last years of his life, they must have been 569 years old 
at the deluge; and, if there were not some Old Mortality of 
the antediluvian world, to clink his hammer and chisel over 
the hieroglyphics anew, from century to century, the builder 
of the monuments might reasonably fear that the corroding 
hand of time would utterly destroy the inscriptions before 
they could be read "by tire p08terity of tlo.e whom ~od 
slumld be plealled to apare." Sec. 3. Granting both; that 
masonry has peculiarities worth preserving, and that Enoch 
,erected two pillars, with a view to the preservation of a know
Jedge of the liberal arts," particularly of masonry;" yet I 
suppose his attempt was a total failure, as it respects us; 
that not a scrip or a scrawl of those principles inscribed on 
the pillars, has come down to the present generation' 
Neither the records, nor the traditions of masonry, to my 
knowledge, furnish us with any intimation of the fOnD of 
the characters, nor of the things signified by the hierogly
phics on the pretended pill8l'!l. Not a dot, not an Angle, not 
a sign, not a word, not a custom, not a principle, which is 
peculiar to masonry, which is not common to all mankind, 
has come down to us from that monument; 80 that were a 
fac .wile of the aforesrud monument presented to ODr 
lodges, the plain hieroglyphics would be no better to the. 
Free Masons of the present day, than a Babylonian brick' 

What a preservation of the knowleljge of the liberal arts 
was that, " particularly of masonry !" 
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CHAPTER III . 

.. Let malicious people C8IIJUre, 

.. They're not worth a muon'. auswer, 
.. WhUe we drink and lin,." 

11 

Ahimlm Ruon, p. 116, 

IT may not be improper in the present state of the discus
sion, to declare, that lowe no Free M~n, alive or dead, 
any thing but love; that no company or lodge of Masons 
has ever dealt with the writer except on terms of personal 
respect. I bring no charge against individuals; none against 
lodges; and I have it in my heart to bring none. The whole 
weight of my objections made, or to be made, lies solely 
against the institution itsel£ The character of the institu
tion I wish calmly and freely to discuss, without the slight
est oft'ence to any individual. 

« But what is your object, my calm brother 1 What is the 
end you propose to attain 1" It is this; to .We the C01ifi
dtmt:e of men in «the most ancient institution." 

Were Masonry the important System it claims to be, men 
might weU rely upon it; .and matrons, too, might grieve at 
the (ate which for ever closes against them its mysteriou.s 
learning and its improving light. 

.. Tho' women from lodges are alw.,. debarred, 

.. Dear Fair ones, repellt not, nor 0IIIIIUle too hard," k.c. 
A. Raon, p. 192. 

But if, as I suppose, its highest pretensions are idle preten
sioos, its distinguishing principles are inferior to the best 
principles, and its excellent tendency much overrated, the 
system itself may not dese"e high praise; it may not be 
worthy of the liberal countenance it receives; it may not 
be worthy of a woman'lI concern; not merely because its 
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mysteries are, by the laws of Free Masonry, forbidden to 
her, but because they are negatively invaluable. 

And here, while some grave men and Masons shake their 
heads in disapprobation, the ladies wave their chaplets with 
smiles of encouragement, and thus supported I shall pro
ceed. If the lodges are a little vexed, it is not so with the 
social circles; and, as a lover of all that is lovely, I freely 
confess, that the interest of the ladies is worth incompara
bly more to my single self, than the interest of Free Mason
ry; that one glance of encouragement from their eyes, 
whom it is man's high privilege to love, to cherish, and to 
admire, would enable the humble writer to withstand the 
frowns of the lodges through time. ' 

I desire to say this with some spirit, my reader, knowing 
as I do that there are those who knit their brows, and make 
use of swelling words against an honest attempt to investi
gate an ancient institution, and who regard, as nearly allied 
to sacrilege, any attempt to remove tire rubbilJh of the dark 
ageB from tire imide, aru1 to put tire true colour IqWn lire out· 
side of tke fabric of Free Mtuonry. I warn all such gentle
men of the compassion of their mothers, and of the pity of 
their wives and sisters upon this their indiscriminate attach· 
ment to the follies and to the charms of Masonry; and also 
of the just indignation of every anti·mason in the communi· 
ty, upon any meditated attempt to awe this peaceable effort 
into silence. I caution them to keep cool, to reverence the 
truth, although it make against their prejudices, and to read 
these pagesJn the spirit in which they are written. Where 
they can answer, no doubt they will do it with good tern· 

. per; and where they cannot, let them submit with grace. 
Any wincing of theirs will be attributed to weakness; any 
affected indifference, to want of consideration; and any 
fretting or frowning, to want of good sense. Do they count 
upon the strength of their influence T Let me assist them 
to consider, that the ·more influential half of the human 
family are by nature shut out from our high claiming insti· 
tution,· and will investigate its pretensions with a keen reo 
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lish; and that of the remaining half, but a minority are 
tempted to clothe themselves with that" peculiar ensign," 
the tDltite apron, notwithstanding it claims to be a badge 
"more ancient tlum tAe Goltlen Fleece or Roman Eagle; 
more lumourable llum 1M Star and Garter, or any ot1er 
Order ,hat ~ be conferred by king, prince, or potentate, 
~xcept Ae be a MaBon! !"-Free Mason's Library, p. 152. 

Any disposition, therefore, to cheek inquiry upon thif sub- • 
jed, will not be well received by an intelligent community; 
and any attempt to put down the investigation, except by 
meeting it fairly, will nccesaarily recoil upon the heads of 
the adventurers. 

After this refieshing excursion; I return to the Free Ma. 
son's Monitor,New-York edition, 1802, and find among the 
more important, obnoxious, and fully detailed pretensions 
of the institution, the following, respecting the miraculous 
commitment, fiom time to time, of the true name of the 
Deity, to the keeping of the fraternity I Fifteen pages of 
that edition of the Monitor, from the 245th to the ~, 
are principally devoted to the detail, of this wonderful trust; 
faithful extracts of these details I will now lay before the 
reader. 

Part 2. Chap. 1.-" Enoch, the son of Jared, was the 
sixth son in descent fiom Adam, and lived in the fear and 
love of God his father. God appeared to him in a viSion, 
and thus deigned to speak to him. As thou art desirous to 
know my name, attend, and it shall be revealed _ onto thee. 
Upon this a mountain seemed to rise to the heavens, and 
Enoch was traJ.1sferred to the top thereof, where he beheld 
a triangulnr plate of gold most brilliantly enlightened, and 
upon which were some characters, which he received a strict 
injunction never to pronounce. Presently he seemed to 
be lowered perpendicularly into the bowels of the earth, 
through nine arches; in the ninth or deepest or which, he 
saw the same brilliant plate which was shown to him in the 
mountain." 

" Enoch being inspired by the Most High. and in com· 
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memoration of this wonderful vision, built a temple under 
ground, in the same spot where it was shown to him
which, like that, consisted of nine arches, one above ano
ther, and dedicated th~ same to God. This happened in 
that part of the world which was afterwards called the land 
of Canaan, since known by the name of the Holy Land. 

" Enoch, in imitation of what he had seen, caused a tri
angular plate of gold to be made, each side of which was 
a cubit long; he enriched it with the most precious stones, 
and incrusted the plate upon a stone of agate of the same 
form. He then engraved upon it the same inetl'able cha
racters which God had shown to him, and pla~ it on a 
triangular pedestal of white marble, which he deposited in 
the ninth or deepest arch. 

" When Enoch's temple was completed, he received the 
following command, viz. 'Make a door of stone, and let 
there be a ring of iron therein, by which it may be occa
sionally raised, and let it be placed over the opening of the 
first arch, that the sacred matters enclosed therein may be 
preserved from the uni~ersal destruction now impending.' 
And he did 80; and none but Enoch knew of the precious 
treasure which the arches contained, nor knew the right 
pronunciation of the great and sacred name." 

The Monitor next gives an account of ·Enoch's two pil
lars, and the wonderful preservation of the knowledge of the 
liberal arts, " particularly of Masonry," during the univer
sal deluge; which topic has been already noticed. I take 
up the account of the Monitor relating to this inetl'able 
name after the deluge, in the following words: " We learn 
from Holy Writ, the history of succeeding times, till the 
Israelites became slaves to the Egyptians; from which 
bondage they were freed under the conduct of Moses. The 
same sacred book informs us that Moses was beloved of 
God, and that the Most High spoke io him on Mount 
Sinai. To Moses God communicated 'his divine law writ
ten on tables of stone, with many promises of a renewed 
alliance. He also gave him tke 'rue pronunciation of his 
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sacred name, 'lDAick he told him 8hould be fomul by 80111e of 
kiB deacendllnt8, engraved 1pOR a plate of gold; and God. 
gave a 8trict commmul unto MOIe8 that no one 8hould pro
noace Ail IIfJCf'ed name; 80 that, in process of time, the 
tme pronunciati~n was lost." 

Thus the troe word was lost, Free MaORI having only 
the promise of God left, that it should be found "engraved 
upon a plate of gold." The particulars of the wonderful 
discovery of Enoch's triangular plate of gold, will be food 
for admiration. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Conta.iniDa' an &ce01IDt of wonderftd adY8Dturw, to which the poet pro-
bably aIJuded wben he lI\1ng: . 

.. Unite, unite,)'our voicea raise, 

.. Loud, loudly ling Free Muon'. prai8e; 

.. Spread far and wide their BpOtJ.a fiuDe, 
" ADd glory in the sacred DUIUI : 

" How jut, how just are all their ways, 
.. Superior far to mortal prai8e! 
" Their worth, de8cription far eZceetls, 
.. For matcbl_ are Free Muons'deedL" 

PreIItm. . Lcm40ra ediIiDn. A. D. 179!, p. 379. 

TUE preceding chapter gives ample details from the Free 
Mason's Monitor, of the pretended revelation of the troe 
name of the Most High to Enoch and Moses, for the be
nefit of the masonic fraternity' With the reader's patience, 
I shall continue that subject; but observe that I extract 
from the New-York edition, 1802, as some later editions of 
the Monitor fail of giving aU . the particulars here quoted, 
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though the principal facts are alluded to with_ undoubting 
confidence; for convenience I number the sections ex· 
tracted. 

1. "-Solomon, being the wisest of princes, had fully in 
remembrance the promise of God to Moses, that some of 
his -descendants, in fulness-of time, should discover his holy 
name;1f and his wisdom inspired him to believe, that this 
could not be accomplished until he had erected and eon· 
secrated a temple to the living God, in which he might 
deposit the precious treasure." 

2. "Accordingly, Solomon began to build, in the fourth 
year of his reign, agreeably to a plan given him by his fa
ther David, upon the ark of the alliance." 

By a careful reading of sections 1 and 2, it appears, that 
King Solomon, under the impression that the holy name 
of the Deity could not be discovered until he had erected 
and consecrated a temple to the living God, "accordingly 
began to build ;" that is, Solomon built the temple chiefly to 
recover the lost word, the ineffable word, the shibboleth of 
Free Masonry I And, reader, do you not believe it 1 The 
impottant fact perfectly accounts for the craft's having ever 
since so much to do with that holy edifice; and the next 
edition of the Bible ought to be corrected; I Kings, v. 5, 
where Solomon says, " And, behold, I purpose to build a 
house unto the name of the Lord my God;" that it may 
read, I purpose to build a house to discover the lost name, 
&.c. 

3. "He chose a spot for this purpose, the most beautiful 
and healthy in all Jerusalem. In digging for a foundation, 
they discovered the ruins of an ancient edifice, amongst 
which they found a very considerable quantity of treasure, 
such as vases of gold and silver, urns, marble, tapestry, 
,jasper and agate columns, with a number of precious 
stones." 

------------------"'-------
* See p. 15 of this volume. 
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What were the materials of the tapestry which lay bu.; 
ried in ruins from the time of the deluge, and was tapestry 
yet after a lapse of 140() years 1 

4. " All the treasures"-but I must abridge; the rela
tion is long, and 80 particular as to be wholly incredible. 
Solomon, the king, supposing something idolatrous in these 
ruins, .. declined building in that spot, lest the worship of 
the Deity should be profaned by the place." 

Under the temple (which was ereoted in another place) 
he built a vault. having a long narrow descent through. nine 
arches, where he used to retire in company with Hiram of 
Tyre and Hiram of Abiff, when they had occasion to enter 
upon things of a secret and important nature. 

5 .... There· were then none else living qualified to enter 
the sacred vault. One of their number being removed 
from them, disordered their system for a time; and, as 
they were consulting in what manner to supply his absence, . 
application was made to them by some· intendants of the 
building, . illustrious knights, and grapd master architects, 
who well knew there was a secret place under the temple, 
in which the king, &c. used to meet, soliciting the honour 
of being admitted there; to whom Solomon replied with 
an upetl air, my brethren, it cannot now be granted." 

How wonderfully exact is Masonic tradition! even the 
"open air" with which the king put oft" his inquisitive 
princes is not forgotten. 

6. •• Some days after this circumstance, Solomon sent 
for the three grand master architects, J oabert, Stockin, and . 
G., and directed them to go and search once more amongst 
the ancient ruins, where 110 much treasure had been already 
found, in hopes of finding more. They accordingly de
parted, and one of them, viz. G., in working with the pick
axe amongst the rubbish, came to the large iron ring ;-they 
found it fixed in a large stone perfectly. square. With much 
difficulty they raised it, when the mouth of a deep and dis
mal cavern appeared." 

This is the identical iron ring which Enoch placed there 
3 
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2000 years before! That was good iron. This" deep and dis· 
mal cavern" is the first arch of the very temple which Enoch 
built under ground, and "dedicated to God." Those walls 
were pointed with choice mortar, else a cavern so deep 
would have had five or six feet of water at the bottom. But 
this was dry as a garret quite to the bottom of the ninth 
arch, where G. arrived much fatigued;. baving been twice 
discouraged in his descent, and compelled to return; giving 
a signal to his companions to draw him up. 

7. "When (on the third trial) he had descended into the 
ninth arch, a parcel of stone and mortar suddenly fell in 
and extinguished his light; and he was immediately ,truek 
with the sigAl of a triangular ploJe of gold, richly adorned 
with precious stones; the brilliancy of ,,!hich struck him 
with astonishment. Again he gave the signal, and was as
sisted in reascending." 

[Obse"e; he saw not the triangle until his extinguished 
lightJeft him in total darknells. 0, Free Masonry, what a 
wonder I] . 

8. G., who it appears is no other than the promised de
scendant of Moses, who was in due time to find the sacred 
name, "engraved on a plate of gold," told his compllliions, 
Joabert and Stockin, the wonders he had seen; and, by 
means of a rope ladder, they all descended to the bottom 
together. They examined the gold plate, and o~ed cer
tain characters engraved thereon, of the meaning of which 
they were then ignorant; they therefore determined to ear
ry the treasure to Solomon, and solicit the honour of being 
admitted to the knowledge of this sublime mystery." 

9. They found Solomon and the king of Tyre toge
ther. "To them they presented the pre~ious treasure. 
When the two kings beheld it, they were struck with 
amazement. Being recovered, they then examined the 
sacred characters with attention, but would not explain 
them to the three grand master architects. Solomon told 
them that God harl bestolVedupon them a particular fa-
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vour, in baviag permitted them to discover the moat pre
cious jewels of Masonry." 

10. In consideration of this, Solomon conferred upon 
them .. the most sublime and mysterious degree of rqyal 
arch Masonry,· and explained to them, how the promise of 
God, made to Noah, M08e8, and his father David, W8I now 
accomplished. That promise which assured them that in 
fulness of time his name should be discovered, engraved 
upon a plate of gold; that they were bound to defend the 
sacred characters, and that they. were not at liberty to pro
nounce the sacred name." 

11. .. The kinp' informed the three knights,' that until 
that time, they knew nothing of that word but by tratlitiop ; 
and that in the course of its being handed down through a 
8uccession of ages, it had been much corrupted. [As it 
was in4'aIile, inquire by what kind oftradititm the word ' 
was handed down through a succession of ages 1] From 
the corruption of the said name, sprung the Juba of the 
Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, and many others of a 
like nature. 

" The true name is said to have been visible in the tem
ple at the time S1. Jerome flourished, written in the an
cient Samaritan characters, and is stiR preserved in the 
hearts of sincere masoDB. " 

Now, reader, let us pause awhile, and look back. Enoch's 
wonderful vision, and the temple built under ground in com
memoration of that extraordinary event, cannot be believ
ed without better evidence of the fact, than. a tradition 
nearly five thousand years old can affOrd. The fable of 
Atlas' sustaining the heavens upon his shoulders, is a bolder 
story, and probably an older story; he who can, may credit 
both. . 

That God gave the law to M08e8 on Mount Sinai we be
lieve, not on the faith of masonic tradition; nor is masonic 

* ~ chap. UpoD. R. A. Masonry. 
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tradition by auy means sufficient to satisfy us that God ga'C'e 
to, Moses a strict injunction, " that no one should pronounce 
his sacred name." The Jews, in reading the scriptures~ 
avoid the pronunciation of J E U E, always calling it Ado
nai. Revelation does not authorize this perversion, nor can 
1ewish or masonic tradition. It seems impossible that 0. 

sober man can persuade himself of a fa.ct so absurd and 
extravagant, as that Masonry, through Enoch and Moses, 
is by the divine favour alone made acquainted with the true 
name of the Deity; yet foolish Masons, pillars of the 
lodges, have challenged professing Christians to give the 
true name of God, and on failure to give the Shibboleth of 
Masonry, have replied with evident self-complaisance
" you do not know the true name of God:" the God of the 
holy scriptures! 

Masons, seeing this pretension set out by itself, will, I 
hope, 'be universally shocked at it; but the admirers of the 
institution, reading it as it is set forth in the Monitor, do 
naturally pass it without consideration; and' flatter them
selves that such particular tokens of divine favour are sure 
proof of the antiquity, grandeur, and divinity of this self
privileged system. 

A- few circumstances in this pretension, remain to be 
pointed out. 

Sec. No. n. "From the corruption of the said name, 
sprung the Juba of the Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, 
and many others of a like nature." Reader, what think 
you, is one of the many other corruptions of. this sacred 
name of Free Masonry t What name of the supreme divinity 
of any people sounds somewhat like Juba and Jupiter? It 
is not Woden por Thor; it is not Brahm nor Vishnu. Is 'it 
possible it can be the God of Christians 1-can it indeed be 
so 1 According to the masonic traditions, the Juba of the 
Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, and the Jehovah of 
Christians, must alike he corruptions of the same true name of 
the Most High, committed with awful solemnity to Enoch 
and Moses, for the benefit of the fraternity; and stiJI pre-

.. 
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served, and only preserved pure, in the hearts of sincere 
Masons! If this pretension mean any tlaing, it is no less 
than impious; but as in the hearts of intelligent Masons, it 
means nothing, let us away with it; let it be blotted out of 
the books for ever, that it no longer prove a snare to the un
wary. 

One notable circumstance (sec. II.) is: "The true name 
is said to have been visible in the temple at the time SL Je
rome flourished, written in the ancient Samaritan charac-' 
ters." This is the way with masonic tradition, so exact, as 
even to remember the Samaritan characters! but what 
temple was that 1 Enoch's subterraneous temple fell in, 
after the erection of Solomon fS; S~lomon's was destroyed 
by Nebu~hadnezzar; and the foundations of the second 
temple were ploughed up by Titus, A. D. 70 .. 

Free Masonry pretends, that the tme and ineffable name 
was deposited in each of these three temples; but what ma
sonic temple was there in the time of St. Jerome? SL Je
rome is well known to have been among the most learned 
of the ancient fathers, the mortal enemy of the Origenists, 
the cotemporary of Theodosius the Great, and of Alaric, 
king of the Goths; and to have died A. D. 420, 350 years 
after the total subversion of the last temple by Titus. Yet 
in S1. Jeroine's time, if we can believe masonic tradition, 
the true name was visible in the temple, written in tbe an
cient Samaritan characiers ! 
\ This is the same witness who testifies that king Solomon 
built the temple, not unto the name of the Most High; and 
that the wisest man (O,Free Masonry, how much your debtor 
for this information,) did not know the true pronunciation 
of the name which his father Da\-id had sweetly sung : " Bless 
the Lord, 0 my soul ; all that is within me bless hislwlyname:" 
"0, give thanks unto the Lord; call upon his name: sing 
unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous 
works; glory ye in I,is holy name :" but he learned it from 
the golden triangle~ which no sooner than his light expired, 
the man saw! 
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CHAPTER V . 

• , Great kings, dukes, and lords, 
.. Have laid by their awords, 

" Our mystery to put a good grace on ; 
" And thought themselves famed, 
" To have themselves named 

"With a Free and an Accepted Muon." 

• 

IT is my purpose in this chapter, to give an account of the 
destruction of the pretended s\lbterraneous temple of Enoch, 
as it is set forth at large in that edition of the Monitor, pre
viously quoted in these pages. The story is very curious ; 
it is equal in particularity and truth, with Ovid's relation of 
Narcissus's falling in love with himself, while bending over 
a pure fountain to slake his thirst. 

Be cupit impradeu; et, qui probat, ipllll probatur, 
Irrita f'allaci quoties dedit oecala Conti !* 

As the reader will. gather from the following extract, }'rec 
Masons' Monitor, New-York edition, 1802, page 257. ' 

It will be necessary to observe, that after Joabert, and 
Stockin, and G., had discovered the golden triangle, as 
related in the last chapter, "Solomon told them, that God 
had bestowed upon them a particular favour, in having per
mitted them to discover the most precious jewels of Ma
sonry; by which he seemed to intimate their election ; and 
as a reward for their zeal, constancy, and fidelity, he elected 
them knights of the ninth arch, afterwards called the royal 
arch."t S~n after, iwenty-two others, forvarious services, 

* He Coolishlyloves himeelf; and ho who admires, is himself admired. 
How often did the boy vainly kiu the deceitful fountain. 

·t See chap. Royal Arch, ortbis work. 
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"were admitted to the sublime degree of perfection;" or, 
as Hardie's edition explains it, to "the Holy Royal Arch ;'" 
[po 163.] making the number of masters initiated twenty
five. 

" There were living at that time 3568 other ancient mas
ters who had wrought in constructing the temple. These 
began to be extremely jealous of the pre-eminence shown to 
the twenty-five bretbren. Th~y deputed, therefore, a cer
tain number ' to wait on King Solomon, with their corIIpli
menb,' to request that similar honours might be conferred 
on them. The king heard them with the most benign air 
imaginable, gave them for answer, that the tUJeaty-jiue 
masters were justly entitled," &c.; and bade them " Go 
in pence. God may one day permit that you may be re
warded according to your deserts." 

The deputieS replied with an unbecoming degree of 
warmth, and departed by no means satisfied; the king 
mildly charging them, .. Go in fear, wait with patience, 
and aspire to perfection by good works." 

.. The deputies returned and. made report to the masters, 
who were assembled to hear it. These masters, hasty and 
impatient in their dispositions, and, of consequence, vexed 
at the refusal, determined, one and all, to go to the abcient 
ruins, and search under ground, with . a view of arrogating 
the merit so necessary for attaining their desires." 

" Accordingly they departed next morning, and present.. 
lyafter their arrival discovered theiron, (ring,) by means of 
which they raised the square stone, and found the entrance 
into the arches. They immediately prepared a ladder of 
ropes, and descended with lighted flambeaux; but no 
sooner "oil. the last descended, tlum the nine arCMa feU in 
upon them, and tkey were no more heard of." 

" Solomon soon heard of this dreadful accident, and sent 
Joabert, Stockin, and G., to inform themselves more particu-

'" Also, Ahiman Rezon, p. M of the pre6ac". 
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larly of the matter. They accordingly departed at break 
of day, and upon their arrival were perfectly astonished at 
the mange appearance of the place. There were no re
DlIi.ms of the arches to be seen, nor could they learn that 
one single person, of all those who had descended, escaped 
the destruction." 

Three things, among others, are particularly noticeable in 
this story. 

1st. The impression calculated to ~e made by the fol
lowing words: .. Solomon told them that God had bestow
ed upon them a particular favour, in having permitted them 
to discover the most precious. jewels of Masonry; by which 
he seemed to intimate their election," &c. And again; 
.. God may one day permit that you may be rewarded." &c. 

This is magnifying most art(ully : 

.. ViK illam famuli Phegeus Sapriaque Carabant 

.. Multiplicem* connw bumeris; iudutusat olim 

.. Demoleus, cuou palant.eB Troaa agebat." 

Demoleus, wearing a coat of mail a burden for two ser
vants, drove whole squadrons of Trojans before him ; and & 

gallant exploit it must have been to slay this same Demoleus. 
The God of Heaven, by his providence, intimates the elee
tion of men into the Royal Arch as a particular favour! 
How magnificent an institution, then, is Free Masonry' 
Can it be possible that a common man of this generation 
may purchase this particular favour for about fifty dollars , 
admission into the Holy Royol Arch! 

2d. The Holy Scriptures, and masonic tradition, inform 
us, that in the building of Solomon's temple, 3600 overseers, 
or masters, were employed. It is not a little remarkable, 
that, according to this story, 3568 out of that number, all 
" ancient masters," selected by King Solomon to oversee 

'" A coat of mail, which brave Demoleus bore, . 
More brave Eueas from hiB sboulders tore, 
In RinJrJe combat nn the Trojan shore.-n,.,tdm. 
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the work, and approved in the firlallaboun of the ,temple, 
should have been rash, hasty, and arrogant men; that they 
should have aimed, .. one and all," to obtain the special 
favour of God and the king, by presumption and disolJe. 
dieace. But let it be so, as masonic tradition give. it. They 
came to a most unceremonious death; not one of them 
could receive a masonic funeJa); .. but no sooner had the 
last descended, than the .u.. -.rehes· fell in upon them, 
and they were never heard of more I" 

Masonry being a very serious thing in the estimation of 
many whom I delight to honour, and am bound to love, I 
would treat it seriously for their sakes. 

These pretensions, so intimately united with the .. most 
ancient institution," that death alone can part them, I am 
thankful tor an opportunity of stating, without jesting at 
their odd fe~tores, or their strange complexion. I willingly 
leave it to my masonic mends, whether to maintain, or to 
ridicule them. Deny their genuineness none can. They 
are drawn from the pore fountains of masonic troth; from 
the authorized publicatiODl of &he iaternity. 

3d. Such was the end of the pretended subterraneous 
temple, built by pretended inspiration, to presene, as is 
pretended, the true name of the Most High for the benefit 
of the masonic fraternity I It stood water-tight nineteen 
eentariell capacious enough to hold' 3568 ancient master 
masons, it no sooner received them within its dark vaults, 
than, without the intervention of any means, it devoured 
them in a moment; not one escaped the destq1etion. 

At fint view this might Beefl:\ JJJiracu.lOUl; but it is only 
monstrons. True miracles are always wrought by the in· 
tenention of means. 

When God would punish Philiflia, and threE, thousand of 
her lords perish~ beneath Dagon's proud !'GOf, Sampeoa 
stood by the two pillars which supported the temple. 

~ aDd.tn.ioin£ aU biB Derv.er. he bo.red ; 
" All with the rorce or windt and wataa pont, 
" When IftCM:IQtaiJII tremble; thGII two maII7 pillatf. 

4 . 
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.. With horrible OCIDWIaioa, to uuf &0, 
.. He tuged-be lIbook":"t.iII down they came, aDd ~ 
.. The whole roof after thau, with bunt of thUllder, 
.. Upon the IleadB of all who.t beneath." 

• 
This was a miracle; but the masonie event was a JIlOIl.-

ster, ill-formed, hideous, and mercile8s; destroying Rot &be 
enemies of Israel, not the assassins of Tyre, but the ge
nuino ancienlmaster masons of kiDg Solomon's temple. 

CHAPTER VI . 

.. Come are you prepared ? 

.. Yoar~ well reared ~ 
.. BriDr mortar,and temper it purely; 

.. 'Tia aU aafe I hope, 
"wen braced with each rope, 

"Yourledgen UId putlock .. ecure1y." 

. "' . 

AAtman Rutm, p. lJa. 

Co EmpireeUld m,. have pa.ed away 
" Into oblivion'l mine; 

• And toweriDgdolDCllhave felt decay, 
• 8iaoe auld lang lJDe." 

" Bat Muonry, the aJorioal art, 
• With wiIdom'l ray diviDe; 

" 'l'wu ever 10, tMtllebnw crieII, 
• BiDce auld lang.,." 

C".,', Chari. 

. JT is impoaaible, in an age, to meet all the pretensions of 
MMorary singly. ~e would fail me to apeak of " Noah 
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and his thre<l sons, all true masons;"· of the Patriarch Jo
.ph, "gand master of the bternity in Egypt;" of" the 
walls of Babylon, the temple of Belus, together with many 
«her stately edifices, built under tbe direction of Nebu
chadnezzar, grand master; 'It of" Julius C&lSal', grand mas
ter of the Roman empire, who patronized masonry in Great 
Britain aftel' he had landed in that country i" of "king He
rod,:t an excellent g rand master, who, with his own ma
IOns built a splendid Grecian temple at Jerusalem ;"§ of 
the wonderful presenration of the Pentateuch in the time 
of the Babylonish captivity; and of the many remarkable 
pretensions relating to the building of king Solomon's tem
ple. No limit can be assigned to this division of the sub
ject. 

I bGld in my hand nearly one hundred such, collected 
into one table, and published by James Hardie, A. M. un-

10 " In the delage, where mortals lost their livea, .~ 

.. God laved lOur worthy MaBO/lII and their wivw ;" 
Am- .Rao.,p. 1ft. 

See, Uao, HIJt'tlU'. Mtmittw, p. !90. 
There i8 a di8crepaDC8 in the tr&ditioll8 f88JJ8CtinI Ham. Mr. Hutchin. 

lIOn iay. : "the first atage of Irfuonry wu originated in the mind of Adam, 
dellcendecl pore throu,h the antedlktvian agee, was afterwud8 taupt .. 
H&m,and &om him flowed, DDpCIllated and unataiDed with icIaIatry. to 
~oar tm.," k-¥U tf M~, p. 119. 

Whenu Ahiman ReIGn, p. 13 of tlte preface, .y.: .. Certain it · ~ 
there were but four maaon. in the world, when the deluge happened; that 
one of the four, even the second son of Noah, was not muter of the art." 

TIle Ma.nic MiMtrel maintains the laUer form of the tradition; vi: .. 
that Ham was DOt a muter Muou.--.M.... Mil&. p. m. 

t The tr&diLion here enable. UI to correct the celebrated Rollin, wh(. 
depending on historical records, erroneou81Y al88m that the temple of & 
Ius wu the lower of Babel, (built 1648 yelU'll beforo th. time of Nebucbad·· 
nea&r,) and that it wal dedicated by Ninua to his fatber N"aarod, "11M. 
first kiD« deified by the people for his great actioll8 :" and that Semirami8. 
the widow of Ni.oua, built the UtGl/l of Babylon. RoUin'. A,,~. HU. duJp • • 
1, rf the AayriMu. 

1 This is that Herod who .. mew all the children in Bet~ and 10 
all the __ thereof, ftom two year. old and mtdf!r." ' 

o Town'. speculative Free MaBOnry. 

Digitized by Coogle 



28 nETENSIONS ·01' PIlEE IIASONRY. 

der the sanction of twelve presiding officers of I~ iu 
New-York I and these are but the thousandth part of those 
scattered through the various treatises of Masonry. 

I was aware, before venturing objections to the preten
sions or Masonry, that the blaterials to fhune them were 
not scarce; but so much more numerous are they, than I 
had expected, that the topics on which it was my purpose 
thiefty to dwell, have not even been touched. I can give 
no new view of this part of the subject by rarther pursuing 
it; and although the pretensions connected with the build
iiJg of Solomon's temple, have a common importance at
tached to them, entitled to peculiar attention, I pass them 
by for the present, confident that the sample of ancient 
pretensions which has been presented and amply examin
ed, is a fair specimen of the whole loL It would be wrong 
to weaty the reader's patience with this branch of the sub
ject, when others more interesting are pushing into view. 

But before I take leave of the ancient pretensions of 
Masonry, I will throw tOgether those already considered, in 
the way or a review, stamp them genuine, and lay them up 
for future use. They are as follows. 

laL That masonry is coeval with time. The charters, cer
tificates, diploma, &c. of our lodges and grand lodges, &c. 
are aImost uniformly dated Anno Luci&.· Even our com
mon masonic celebrations, for the greater mysticisbl, are 
often dated, not in the year of our Lord, but in the year of 
Masonry, i. e. in the year of creation. 
~. The two pillars of Enoch, erected to preeene the 

knowledge of the liberal arts, and "particularly of )fa. 

sonry," through two calamitous periods of the earth;
&om which neither hieroglyphic, nor letter, nor word, has 
been derived to modem art, particularly to Muonry. 

3d. Enoch's wonderful vision, and subterraneous temple, 
Tn which was preserved the golden· triangle with the ineffa
ble name; and beneath whose deep arches the ancient mas
ten were swallowed up. 

4th. The divine co.munication of this ineffable name. 
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tint to Enoch, afterwards with the ten commaacimeDts to 
IrfOIOI on Mount Sinai, with a strict injuaction that it aboold 
never be ~; which is the true name of the MOlt 
~ handed down through 8ucceuive ages by tratlititm, 
hm whieh many corruptions have spread among tIM) na
tions, as the Jupiter of the Romans, the Juba of the Moon, 
&.c. and which true name of the Deity is the word now 1000t 
to Dl88tel Masoos, but foood by thoee who enter the ninth 
arch. 

5th. Th~ wonderful discovery of this ineffable name, 
agreeably to the prophecies of MOIIe8 and of David, en-
8f&Yed on a triangular plate of gold, with the admiration 
of kiags Solomon and Hiram, at sight of the ineffable 
types; and the still more wonderful fact that it wu " viaibl6 
in tAe ,."",u. tIC tAe time St. Jerome JIouriI1&ed, 1M'iu_ in 
tU acient Sllllllll"itala cluJrtldtJr,s." 

6th. The annihilation of the subternneous temple, aad 
the instantaneous destruction of the muter Masons of 
king Solomon's temple, flesh and bone, 10 that not a "lic 
of them was left to soothe a friend, or to receive funeral 
honours. 

These pretenaions seem to be made in contempt of com
mon sense, and there are those who will be ready to think 
they are made in contempt-of Free 11880lIl')'; to think that 
these are not the genuine and unqualified pretensions of the 
muonie institution; and that, if in any degree conneCted 
with the fraternity, it must be through weak brethren, aad 
extravagant Masons; mea who do not-give, and ought DOt 

to gin, a character to the institution. Heavenly charity 
must have hitherto thrown this veil over their weakness. 
It is my unpleasant duty to remove that veil, and to mow 
them in all their deformity; to show that they are the so
lemn and certified pretensions of the Masonic fraternity, 
published by its ablest advocate, and sanctioned by its high: 
est authorities. 

" A great Mason," it will appear in the sequel, is an im. 
possible thing; but if ever man could deserve that appello-
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tiOD, it was CoL Webb. Of amiable inanners and a virtuOUI 
life, he devoted. his time to Masonry; he introduced greater 
order into the lectures, and uniformity into the lodges; he 
published.many editions of his Monitor, the latter editions 
being among the moat valuable treatises upon Masonry ex
tant. 

He came with the highest masonic claims, to the second 
post of honour in the masonic temple of the United States, 
when De Witt Clinton attained the first, being made Deputy 
General Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of North America, when that eminent politician 
was made General Grand High Priest. The other posts of 
lesser honour which feU to his lot, were ·some of them as 
follows: Grand King and Grand Scribe of the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the Northern States; Past Master of 
Temple Lodge, Albany; High Priest of the Providence 
Royal Arch Chapter, &e. &e. 

This is the Mason who has published these pretensiODl 
to the world; from his book I copy them; a book prefaced 
as follows: 

., Gf'fIIUl Royal .AreA Ohapter of the ,tate of R. 1., Provi
dence, July 7, A. L. 5802. 

" TAe aub,criber. 1uming bema appointed a cmamictee to 
e.'I:tJIIIine a publiaition by Companion TIwtnaI S. Webb, 
entitled, u The Free Malon'. Monitor," beg leave to re
port, that IumiRg attended to the aubject of their appoint
meat, they are of opinion, that the said publication ia re
plete with fUefol flUJ80nic information, and ia foUy erditled 
to the ,anction of this Grand Clwpter. [I omit the names 
in commiseration.] 

'.\' fF R. A. K. 
fF fF R. A. S. 
fF fF R. A. T. 
'* '* R. A. C. 
'* '* R. A. C . 

.. Whereupon, re,olt1ed unanimou.ly, that thU Grand 
Chapter recommend the ofore,aii/. work to the ottentiem and 
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IlWly of all tie member. of tie fraternity to WMrA I/&e It.IIRe 

may COllIe. Eztract from the rec0rd6. 
. • • Grand See'y." 

What further proof Can be desired 1 And theae preten. 
sions are not only genuine, as coming from under the hand 
of one whose reputation as a Mason is higher than that of 
any other man in America, (the most puissant sovereigns of 
S. C. not excepted,) whether before or after him, and as 
being officially sanctioned by one of the highest, purest, 
and· most intelligent masonic associations in the United 
States; but also as being coJDllionly received, and, in their 
indistinct character, believed among Masons. Some intel
ligent Masons take no pleasure in contemplating" them, and 
give them no place in their memory; but surely these claims 
have passed hitherto little disputed by any of the hternity.
Masons .. do not generally hesitate to ascribe the origin of 
the iDstitution to the period when their greatest men; their 
official .,.pers, and their' approved treatises, assert its be
ginning. q'hey do not scruple to teach the novice, that 
Enoch built two pillars, by which the knowledge of Ma
sonry was preserved to the descendants of Noah; to teach 
that Moses had the true word of the master Mason mira
culously revealed to him, which word was singularly lost 
and found in the days of King Solomon, when there hap
pened events important to be known, which are only known 
to the Free and Accepted Mason. 

Why should not such tales pass current upon the lips of 
ordinary Masons, when they are certified by the authorities 
of Masonry 1 . 

Another highly approved Masonic work (as an edition 
of 12,000 copies assures us) contains the fOllowing: "Cer
tain it is, that Free Masonry has been from the creation ; 
(though not ·under that name;) that it was a divine gift 
from God; that _ there were but four Masons in the world 
when the deluge happened;. that one of the four, even the 

• 
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second son of Noah, was not master of the art," &Lc.-Ma
sonic KlIlItrel, p. 337. 

Free Masonry a divine gift from God I I have seen this 
assertion in more Masonic workS than one. It may be a 
duty solemnly to charge the institution with this preeump
tuous claim, but not now; and I return to say what 80 great 
extravagance called me from saying, that while such claims 
are boldly thrown out by the authorized publications of the 
fraternity, it can be no wonder that the same things are re
peated. and magnified by the herd of tongues. Hardie's 
Monitor (p. ~.) mentions it as an iruportant fact in maso
nic chronology, that " during the forty years peregrination 
of the Hebrews in the wilderness, it pleased the Dmne 
Architect to inspire with wisdom certain persons, who erect· 
ed the glorious tabernacle in which the Sheekhinah (or Di
vine Glory) resided ;" and why should not a Free Mason say, 
as Free Muons do say, that the tabernacle of Moaes was 
built by masonic art; meaning such art 88 W88 then, and is 
now, peculiar to Free Masonry 1 Such pretensions are mon
strous; I present them, not for any pleasure they a6ord, 
but only to show that the proof of the genuineness of the 
kind of pretensions already offered to the reader, is pain
fully abundant; is not confined to slanderous lips, but is 
unifonnly found in the records and papers of the Masonic 
fraternity. 

Individual Masons, were they charged with framing or 
maintaining these pretensions, might clear themselves. 

They are not charged, but the institution; and who can 
clear the institution 1 Its pages abound in these preten
sions; its rites depend on them; its superstructure ill raised 
on them; its whole mystery is involved in them. Free )fa
sonry, and its pretensions,. alceady named, with its unrea-
80Dable ont18 yet to be named, cannot be separated; take 
them &om it, and it becomes a social club, at best a cbuita
ble aMaciation; it is Free MOMmry no longer. ·Its mys
tery has 8ed, its glory departed, its spirit sunk for eycr. 
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Take it with its pretensions, and it is certainly liable to great 
objection; which is the very thing I set out to prove. 

N. B. Thus far this work has been publicly read by 
many of the fraternity, without a whisper of objection to 
its accuracy. Yet some of th,e brethren, men of inquisitive 
mind and good information, treated the eft"ort with little re
spect; and, by significant signs, required the writer to 
utter proverbs upon fittel subjects. It is to be feared that, 
in imitation of the 3568 ancient Masons, they have, in 
their vexation, done that which will hasten the downfal of 
the modem mystical temple; but our masters will fare 
better, I hope, than those ancients, and be seen and heard 
of long after the total annihilation of the visionary fabric 
of Free Masonry. Indeed, they have this to comfort them, 
that its walls, not like those of Enoch's, are wholly built 
of. airy imaginations; flesh and blood has nothing to fear 
from their fall. 
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CHAPTER VB. 

" Wo know thee by thy apron white 
" An arc:hi teet to be ; 

'" We know thee by thy trowel bright 
.. Wellskilled in MalOnry.'· 

'rHE ancient pretensions of this institution have been suf: 
ficiently diScussed, to show that Free Masonry is not im
perrious to objections. Its armour of wonder has been 
severely struck, and the reverberation is emptiness. The 
hand that gave the blow is not palsied; and why should 
the spirit faint? How many spears are sharpened for the 
fight, cannot now be known; but truly the pretensions of 
Masonry have been hitherto as eggs that are left; and al
though gathered in the open day, and in the face of the 
sun, .. there was none that moved the wing, or opened the 
mouth,or peeped." . 

Extraordinary pretensions excite suspicion; solid merit 
and real excellence confide in their own powers of recom
mendation, and avoid splendid professions. The magnifi
cent pretensions of Masonry, like all braggarts, are cowards: 
met boldly, they faint away; there is no more spirit in them. 

The world is full of falsehood, which ever conceals its 
own name. Its tendency is not on that account the less 
·pernicious. Men may most innocently imbibe and main
tain wrong views; yet not with impunity: wrong opinions 
tend to wrong conduct, and error, like poison, is poison still, 
though taken by the unsuspecting.· 

The subject of Free Masonry has distressed me. Its pre-

'" " Whether we are hurt by a mad, or a blind mall, the pain is still the 
same." 
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tensions are 80 hollow, ,and its friends are so hearty; its 
mysteries are 80 senseless, and its inmates are so discreet; 
its form is so mis-shapen,-and its supporters are 80 confi
dent, that I have been at a loss what to say of it; and now 
find it impossible to do justice to my own views of the insti
tution, without endangering the better sensibilities of our 
nature. Masonry may perish, and I will not moum,/or it 
is an error which lies near to the heartS of thousands; yet 
the respect which I cannoi find it in my heart to pay thf' 
institution for its own sake, I will cheerfully pay for th(' 
sake of those who reverence it. Many think it a very se
rious and important concern, and I will not trifle with their \ 
oplOlOn. I will fearlessly avow my own convictions, as a 
lover of truth ought to do, without indulging in mirth and 
jest, and lightness of remark. 

I wiJ) be serious. The objections I have to make, with 
the reasQns of them, shall be given plainly, candidly, and 
kindly. I have to beg or my inteJIigent brethren to read 
them in the same spirit, and to d~cide as those who believe 
that error is destructive of the best interests of society; and 
that truth is the sole. security both of our enjoyments and 
our hopes. I entreat those into whose hands these sheets 
may come, to form an opinion upon the subject, indepen-

- dent of the prejudices and the fears o(this generation. There 
is . a responsibility to conscience, a responsibility to the 
world, and to posterity, and to a tribunal at which both 
Masons and Christians must answer. We owe it to our
selves, and to o~r final Judge, to maintain the truth for the 
truth's sake, confident that truth must finally prev.nil, and 
desiring that it may the more speedily triumph through our 
instrumentality. 

I know that it is a new thing for a master Mason to ob
,ject, in any great degree, to' the character of the masonic 
institution; that Washington blessed the fraternity, and 
Warren presided over the lodges; that it is made to bestow 
mercy upon the widow, ,humanity upon the selfish, and, 
civility upon the rude. N everthele!;s, the institution is 
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founded 011 error, and maintained by delusion; and who, 
believing so, would be its debtor 1 Who would not stand 
~oof fiom it 1 Nay, who would not feel in duty bound to 
lay hold of its timbers, and prostrate it to the ground 1 
Reared by past ages, supported by the VariOUl interests 
and prejudices of men, moulded into their language, and 
manners, and habits of social intercourse, spread over the 
nations of the earth, and serving as a common bond of 
union among strangers and foreigners, it cannot be brought 
down by a feeble, or by an injudicious effort; and its fall, 
with all possible care to prevent it, will produce a violent 

'concussion in the community, and may make a temporary 
desolation around in its overthrow. 

Free Masonry in America is like a bad system of govern
ment in the hands of a virtuous administration; its faults 
are rendered nearly harmless by the purity of its magis
trates, and its advantages are heightened by the integrity 
of its supporters. .. Why disturb its operations, then 1" 
Because the good it seems to do is not its own, and will 
not disappear with the 1088 of Free .Masonry; beeause it 
aims at too much, quite .wsleading some, and darkeDing 
the truth in many; because itoft"ers itself in the way, of a 
higher, nobler, brighter, holier, happier institution; because 
pretending to have descended from the skies, to be the 
daughter of Heaven, .. The gift of God to the first Ma
sons ;". it does find a way, with its very emptiness. to serve, 
in many minds. as a substitute for that glorious institution, 
which alone is heavenly and divine. Free Masonry never 
opposes Christianity, or Mahomedanism, or idolatry, or any 
such thing. It merely offers itself in the place of either 
of them, as It clever thing to suit every body, and of.. 
fend, none; as a law which secures to the faithful peace 
on earth, and bliss in Hen\'en, of whatever name or nature, 
religion or superstition. 

* Book of Const. p. 19. Hutchinson, p. 6. of the Appendix. Caleott's 
Dis'luisitions, p. 90. Preston. p. 109. All in tho same wordp. 
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C~~ affd JeWf, LL::R Turu, Paga .. f1aft::R, 
One blenftt"ill throng, ODe uadistinguiahed band.n 

I shall not press this point now, but in due tEllic. Mcn 
::Rhis Ch¥i¥tian are not nhade b<'tgZ?zz by ottendooczcz 
upon the institutions of Free Masonry; and half the time, 
devoted in the lodges and in the lectures to senseless forms 
and once den)ted to lectme), to thz? 
blems, imd to heaVfZtrl,h4)m dznttzmes of Christianity. 
would leave them but little relish for the table which the 
lodges zhzead; so, the speng the 
and ghe Vai,l ~zpetitieH¥ of thtrl 'trlrder, i?Ctder fit 
mind, nor leave it room or relish for the simple and una
dorned truths of the Gosdet 

N af, more. tho Is??nks of ffLinUUC, 
this and that wonder were wrought by Heaven for Free 
Masonry; and that the Most High did interest himself up-
(in sectrl£??1 perszmelly, and (iften dis aCdtrt(i'ie, 
ledgecd ¥ervants, patriezchs, the prfipheu, anh the apos-
tles, to ordain, preserve, and enlarge the Masonic institu-
mion ; findhrgdree MitfuTkry itsCf to be zzmhtiness 
eanity, fOJCt,trl reg§inl "U truth ¥¥inh les¥ 
pect and confidence. In this light I cannot but consider 
the great hretensions of the institution, as a e¥nt¥mpt 
ghe MOC7g High, upon choC7<',¥ C7ervantC7 for, if 
choicest men of the antediluvian world, Adam, and Enoch, 
and Noah; and the holiest, the wisest, and the greatest 
men the MOC7t?§, and fohn 
tist, togt:ther witl: the most heloved f:vangelist, were inte
fested in empty Free Masonry as the institution represents 
g hem, to b<? ?edarded m 

hoIY#'lith thitE entire' 
which is their due. 
. I have it in mh mind, thiik there in ilie 
men of ontry ofpn¥¥5 nharaetnt;*" this 

'" No exceptiou uuleu in favour of the Q5I¥k::ii, lvho, 5if::§ing an 
frC ref?i;::'! tty the uf Free ttl§?5:nry. 
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, be proof to all of the apparenl harmlessness of the in
stitution. But gentlemen Masons of all professions, will 
find something new in this volume. Their avocations al
low them no leisure for the researches necessary to form 
any other than the common estimate of Masonry. What 
is good in the order they adorn, and what is bad they over
look, and it is forgotten. They think and act as their fa
thers have done in respect to Masonry, and push their in
quiries after new truth in a more grateful direction. To 
them I cheerfully commend my labour, with full confidence 
of a good degree of harmony in the entire abandonment 
of the institution. They are capable of examining, and 
deciding rightly upon the subject: with them I leave it, 
nothing doubting. But in large societies there must be 
great varieties, and some will be found ready to adhere to 
the institution after it is proved to be a fraud; will adhere 
to it perhaps the more closely for its being a friend in need; 
a fraud detected, belonging to that class of men" who ma!:e it 
a point of honour not to be disabused, and who had rather 
fall into a hundred errors than confC!!s one." But Free 
Masonry has no more than a fair proportion of such men. 
Its supporters are generally wise to discern, and candid to 
acknowledge. To the consideration of its chosen ones, I 
commend my labours, saying, beforehand, that my confi
dence in preparing these views for the public, is largely 
founded upon the intelligence of the fraternity; and that 
if, in the end, their high estimate of the order remain un
shaken; that if, in years to come, they will continue to 
robe themselves in white aprons, with scarlet scarfs and 
girdles, to date their papers Ahno Lucis, and to teach mo
rality by tbe trowel, the plumb-line, and the mallet; that if 
they continue to present to the public taste, gorgeous pomp 
on occasions of humiliation, and to parade the uncouth 
habits of grand high priest, and king, and scribe, be
fore the faces of mourning relatives; if these things, and 
many more, continue to be countenanced by the wise, ho
noured by the learned, and hallowed by the pious, then, he 
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it known, that the humble writer of these pages is unequal 
to the task of weighing Free Masonry in the balance o( his 
mind, and mistakes egregiously in his estimate of the un
derstandings of men, and of the value of things. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

" Good, my lord,-
" But wheo we in our own viciou8l18llS grow hard, 
.. (0, miaery on't!) the wil8 Gods l8al our eyes ; 
.. In our own Jilth drop our clear judgmenta; make u~ 
.. Adore our erron; laugh at WI, while we strut 
"To our coDfusion."-Shaklpeart. 

FREE MASONRY is what it will appear to be. Masonry, 
or any other craft, may invent its own signs and distinctive 
badges, and teach them too, without just cause of offence; 
but ifit can do no more than this, while it gravely claims a di
vine original ;- professes to have infinite stores of knowledge, 

... The reader will uk for authorities; and I give them plenteoully, each 
in his own worda : 

1. Muonry cIaima a divine orilin. 
" Which art (Masonry) the first Muons received from God." Book ef 

Constitutions, Mua. p. 19. Richards' PrestoD, p. 109. Greenleaf's Strict 
Inquiry, p. 88. Free Muon's Library, or Book of CoDBL of Maryland, p. 
10. Butchin800'. Spirit ot Masonry, p. 6. of the Appendix. Caleott'. 
DiaquilitioJll, p. 90. All in the .. me word •• 

.. Certain it ia that Free MIUIOIIlY W&8 a divine gift from God." Ahiman 
ReIon, p: 13. of the Prefil.ce. And Masonic Minstrel, p. 337, in the same 
warda • 

.. Itia DO _t that Masonry ia of divine origin." Town'. Speculative 
Free Mas. pp. 37. 175. 

• 

,/' 
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open to the gifted mind; profesaes to carry one through 
almost every branch of polite learning,· discovering new 
truths, and beautifully embellishing those already Imown,t 
when, in fact, it ~ly names the sciences, as a lure to 
catch the gaze of the simple, and has no more to do with 
science, as science, than with the Mohawk alphabet which 
never had existence-:-it honestly deserves not the counte
nance it receives; it 'ought to be abandoned by upright 
men. 

Masonry is used to denunciations, but not from its own 
members. It has somehow held the minds, or at least the 
tongues and pens of its members, under that restraint which 
has permitted hardly a groan of disappointment to reach 
the public ear. How it is possible so long and so effectually 
to have imposed upon its own members, is' difficult to be 
conceived. 

I shall not, at this stage of the work, do more thim point 
out the difficulty, that the reader may know I aee it. In 
the conclusion, both the writer and the reader will be better 
able to meet this difficulty, and to answer the question, Ma
sonry being a bag of ill wind, how have sensible men en
dured it so long 1 

And here let me, with all carefulness and sincerity, sepa
rate -Masons from Masonry; the members of the htemity 
from the institution itself, while I present Masonry within 

" This supreme and divine knowledge being derived from the Almighty 
Creator to Adam, its principles ever Biuce have been, and ,till are, moat 11&

credly preserved, and inviolably concealed." Smith's Use and Abuse of 
Free Masonry, p. 27. • 

" Hail, mighty art! Hail, gracious gift of Heaven! 
"To aid mankind by our Creator given."-Huclie'.Mon. p. 70. 

* Monitor, chap. 10. and Richarc1s' l'reston, p. 54. and 59. Book of 
ConstitutiODl of S. C. p. 6!. Free Mason's Library, or Book of Conet. of 
Maryland, p. 165. 

t Book of Con.t. of Ma ... p. 121. 
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the lodges, ia its true light. Masons I honour; far be it &om 
me to speak in reproachful terms of the gentlemen who 
compose our lodges. I owe them nothing but kindness. I 
hear them witness, so far as I have had opportunity to as-
90ciate with them, that they are candid and just men, inca
pable of being concerned in any known imposition; men 
liberal, social, charitable; many of them eminent in the 
state, bold in the battle-field, pious in the ministry; men 
amiable in private life, benefactors of their kind, my senior!'; 
in age and in understanding. If I could not charge Ma
somy without deeply implicatUag either their judgment, or 
integrity, or understanding, I would be. the last man to 
speak evil of it. If my present views of Masonry were 
not consistent with a high regard for the brethren, I would 
not pen them, I would not for a moment indulge them. I 
would sooner distrust my clearest convictions of the shal
lowness of Masonry, than doubt the sincerity, the purity, 
aDd honesty of Masons. Indeed, they generally believe it 
what it preteRds to be;- they, making allowance for all 
earthly imperfections, honestly believe in the great excel
leney of the institution. 

They 88 honestly believe it as the Papist does the infalli
bility of the Pope, or the Musselman the Koran; and, not
withstanding my settled conviction of the infirmity of the 
Pope, and the falsehood of Mahomet, I can entertain thf' 
highest regard ~r the judgment, amiableness, and integrity 
of Catholics and Musselmen. 

Reader, can we not--do we not find it consistent with 
the most enlightened understanding, and the highest order 
of virtue and of talent, for individuals in dark ages, or un
der the despotic power of government, education, or habit, 
to live under strong delusion of faith, without semible los~ 
of virtue or of light 1 I confess it would be vastly more 

• A fri~ baa marked &hia wi&h a doubt: then the writer ill fiahtiag the 
air? For the honour of IaWDan nature, I could wiIh that it were BO. 

6 
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beeoming in the writer, to suppose his own mind is under a 
delusion, than to suppose the great Masonic body is hood
winked. This consideration has not been wholly out of 
sight, neither shall it be. We cannot change the com
plexion na~ure has given; neither can I change, nor altQ
gether conceal, those opinions which have strengthened 
with time, and enlarged with opportunity, to. the distrust of 
Free Masonry. 

It is not a little embarrassing to one who would serve his 
generation in peace, to enter upon a work, which, if it 
could fail, would cover him with confusion, and expose him 
through life to contumely; and which, if it succeed, must 
triumph over an organized body of shrewd men, closely 
connected throughout the country, and able to concert and 
act together without all the responsibilities which attach to 
individuals. Some of the highest and ablest names in the 
country, some most esteemed in the circle of private 
friends, are to be gained to this enterprise, or long habits of 
implicit belief in masonic testimony, will lead them to 
denounce the work altogether. . Enemies rise up; but 
truth, in the hands of the upright, is a spear which will find 
the joints of their armour, and lay open to view the entire 
anatomy of those who feed on error, and strengthen them-
selves with delusion. . 

While I proceed to examine the consistency of Mason
ry, as exhibited in the authoriZed books of the order, with 
the actual state of the art, as it exists in the lodges; if at 
any time I speak lightly of the empty trappings, of the 
senseless ceremonies, and the vain-glorious pretensions of 
Masonry; I hope to be acquitted of all intended disrespect 
to ... the general grand kings, thrice iUustrious knights~ and 
sublime and perfect Masons," who wear, who obse"e, and 
who believe them. No offence is meant. The Quaker 
may respect the soldier, while he laughs at his tinsel and 
finery; the citizen must admire the manly proportions, 
I,Ild atately air of the fierce Sioux, while he ridicules his 
~kling bells,. and pai,nted skin, and pelican re~thers. 

\ ... 
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I am to speak of Masonry as it is known in the lodges, 
and not as it exists in the chapters, councils, encampments, 
&c. If the foundations are vanity, all that is built upon 
them must be also vanity, equally light, or the building 
would fall. 

The three first degrees lie at the foundation of the whole. 
These I have never ceased to observe, to weigh, ,and to 
distrust, duriDg six years of favourable opportunity; until 
these views of the institution have, like ripened fruit, been 
fully matured, and now naturally drop for the re&eshment 
of others. 

This I say without the fear of man, that within the lodges, 
fOr all its pretensions to be a science, or an art, of which 
pretensions it makes many; for all its pretensions to teach 
the sciences, of which pretensions it makes many; for all 
its pretensions to be a mystery of intrinsic value, of which 
pretensions it makes many; for all its pretensions to a di
vine original, of which pretensions it makes many: the 
Masonic institution is no better than will appear in the 
sequel. 

I COME n.ow to conside~ the claims of Free Masonry, set 
IOrth in a work entitled. as follows: 

"AIm GOD SAID, LET· THDEBE LIGHT, AND THEIlE 

WAS 0, AND THIC LIGHT SHIIBTH IN DA.RKNESS. 

'~ Constitutions of the ancient and honourable fraternity 
of Free and Accepted. Masons,coUected and digested from 
their old records, taithful traditions, and lodge books. For 
the use of the lodges. Together with the history and ge
neral regulations of .the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

"Compiled by the Rev. -. --, A. M. Member of the 
Mass. His. Soc. and Chaplain to the Grand Lodge of 
Mass. 
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" 'Brethren, submit youraelves UDto such, and to every 
one that helpeth with us and labouretll.'-S', Paul. 

" Second edition; revised and coaeeted, with large addi
tions. Published under the sanction of the Grand LocJce. 

"Printed at Worcester, Mass., by Brother-, in the 
Christian era, 1798; in the year of Light, 5798." 

" To the Grimtl Lodge of MfUsackueu,. 
" Your committee having deliberately examined the Book 

of ConstitutioDs presented by the Grand Chaplain, agreea
bly to your appointment, do approve of the said Book of 
Constitutions in all its parts, and do recommend it for your 
approbation. [Five signatures, and among them Docto)'!! 
of Divinity and of Laws.] 

" Bostoo, 25th June, 5798." 

I !'oIIo~· LOD.' " SANCTION. 
, " To aU the fraternity of Free Rnd Accepted Masons, the 

Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Wardens 
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, sendeth Greeting. 

" Whereas the Grand Lodge, in ample form assembled, 
on the 17th day of January, 5.798, did appoint our Rev. 
Brother ---, Grand Chaplain, to revise and prepare a 
new edition of the Book of Constitutions; and the com
mittee who were empowered for that purpose, have exa
milled and reported their approbation of the following 
work; we, therefore, authorized by a vote of the Grand 
Lodge, do, in their behalf, direct the same to be used in all 
the Lodges within our jurisdiction, and we recommend it to 
aU other Brethren. Given under our hands, and the seal 
of the Grand Lodge, at Boston, June 25th, 5798." [Sign
ed by all the grand officers. I spare their names.] 

This is a quarto volume of 288 pages, of which 21 are 
~voted to antiquities, printed in tke ancient black letter, 
fbi' no good reason. that I can conceive. unleflJs it be with a 
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view to a worthy maxim of the dark ages, "Omile igno
tum eat pro magnifico." Every secret is a wonder. 

The antiquitie, are copies of eight pretended ancient 
manuscripts; the most importani one I give at full length. 
Itia 

No. "VI." (pase 15.) 
" A manU&Cript copy of an examination of some of the 

brotherhood, taken before king Henry VI. was found by 
the learned John Locke, in the Bodleian library. This dia
logue poaeeI888 a double claim to our regard; first, for its 
-antiquity, and next, for the ingenious notes and col)jectures 
of Mr. Locke upon it; lOme of wbich we bate retained. 
The approbation of a philosopher of as pat merit and 
penetration as the British nation ever produced, added to 
the real value of the piece itself, must give it a sanction, 
and render it deserving a serious and candid examination. " 

The ".anctima" ithu, is the BeaI of the grand lodge. 
Its" real value" we will examine," seriously," if we can. 

It is writtea in the black letter,.and antique 8tyle, which 
8tyle I will follow througb the caption, and afterwards aim 
chiefty at the sense. Many of the words are obsolete, but 
a gl088ary at tbe end explain8 them. 

" Certayne questyons, with answeres to the same, con
cernynge the mystery of Maconrye, writtenne by the bande 
of kynge Henrye the Sixthe of the name, and faythlWJye 
copyed by me loban Leylande, Antiquarius, by the com
mand of his Highne88e. 

"They be u followeth : 
"Ques. What mote ytt be 1 
"Ana. II beet" the siill of 7Ulture, the u11lhrstanding of 

the ,.;gAl tltat u therein, and its swu1.ry wor/Mgs, particu
larly the skill of numbers, of weight" and metl8UrU, and 
the true manner of forming all things for man's use, chieffy 
dwellings, and buildings of aU kinds, and all other tkings 
tltat make good to man. 

"'lues. Whet dyd ytt beginne 1 
"Ans. It did begin with the first men in the East, which 
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46 MASONRY. 

were before the first men in the West, and coming westJy 
it hat" brougAt herewit" all cMltfart. to tAe tDild am/, com
fortlu •• 

"Ques. Who dyd brynge it westlye? 
" Ana. The Venetians," who being great merchants, com .. 

ed first from the East in Venetia, Cor the commodity of 
merchandizing both East and West by the Red and Mid
dleland seas • 

.. Quee. How comed ytt yn Englande ? 
"Ans. Peter Gower,t a Grecian, journied for cunning in 

Egypt, and in Syria, and in every land where the Venetians 
bad planted Masonry; and winning entrance into all 
lodges of Masons, he learned much, and returned and dwelt, 
in Grecia Magna; watching and becoming a mighty wise
acre~ and greatly renowned, and here he framed a great 
lodge at Groton, (Crotona. Mr. Locke,) and maked many 
Masons; wherefrom, in proc;ess of time, the art p888ed into 
England. . 

"Ques. Do the Maconne. de8cour tl&eir art. unto other •. ? 
"Ana. [Is at some length, in the negative. ] 
"Ques. What artes haveth the Maconnes techedde man

kynde? 
"Ana. The arts, Agricultura, ArcAitectura, Altronomia, 

Geometria, Numere., Musica, POe8ia,KymiBtria, Gooern
meat, and Relygyonne • 

.. Que&. How come the Maconnes more teachers than 
odher menne 1 

"Ana. They, tkemBelVe8 only, laatJe the art of fouling out 
new· art., wAicl& art tke fir" MalonB received from God; 
by ,,,Aic" they jind what art. they pletue, and tire true 
way 0) teaching tke .ame. What oilier mtm do.find out is 
only by c1umce, and therefore but little, 1 trow. 

* Anote.,imputeGto Mr. Locke, BUppoIIeII thiashould read PMnict.u. 
t Anotbernote., imputed to Mr. Locke,suppoHll thiB Peter Gower wu no 

other than PythapnI. ' 
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[As this. answer is one thing " of real value" in the piece, 
and is so monstrous a pretension as to defy credulity itself, I 
will give it in the genuine text, excepting only the black let-

. ter.] "ADs. They hemseJfe haveth allien the arte of fynd
ynge newe arts, whyche art the fynt Maconnes receaved 
flom Godde ; by whyche they fyndeth whatte arts hem ple
seth, and the trew way of techynge the same. What 
odher menne doeth ftYnde out ys onelyche by chance, and 
herefore but itel I tro." [Allien and onelyche are defined 
in the glossary accompanying the antiquity. But to pro- / 
ceed.] 

"Ques. What dothe the Maconnes conceale and hyde 1 
"Ana. They conceal the art of finding out new art8, and 

that it for their OIDn profit and honour. They conceal the 
art of keeping aecreu, that '0 the world may conceal Mtl,
ing from them. They conceal the art of wonder-worlring, 
and of foruaying things to come, that so the same arts may 
not be used of the wicked to an evil end. They also con
ceal the art of transmutation of metals, the way of win
ning the facuUy of flUlgic, the ,Trill of becoming good 
and perfect without the helping, of feat: and Mpe l' and 
the univer,allanguage of Maconnea." 

This is enough, "I trow." No wonder Mr. Locke, in 
admirati~n of the old paper, determined to join the frater
nity immediately. Masonic tradition does not inform us 
whether he lived to execut~. his generous purpose. 

Four short and unimportant answers remain. 
This story of Peter Gower is sufficiently monstrous to 

make a candid . reader: doubt, whether the grand officers of 
a grand lodge, with tbe grand chaplain for their guide, 
could have set their seals to its authority; but they have; 
and now let Free Masonry answer it. Let the art of fore-

* "A Deity believed, will nought avail; 
.. &wardl, and pllllisbmenta make God adored; 
.. ,And hopes, and fe&l'l, give coJllcience all her power." 
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.. yina things, tOresee the peril of its situation; let the art 
of findiDg out new al1l, lind out a way of eeeape tiom the 
overwhelming weight 0( its 9WIl pretensions; let the art 
which W88 given to the fint Muona by SOMe God, prepare 
to retwn to its God; its mortal career JIMlIt be drawing to a 
close. No institution in this age can IUltain elaimI 80 

monstrous, though made in black letter. 
The Book of Constitutions does not ea1 this story was 

published to impose on the weak; does not eay that the 
men who copied and published it in that solemn and oftieial 
manner, did not believe one word of its wonders; does not 
881 that it is an abomination to the truth, a scandal upon 
common sense, a bIl blot attempted to be fixed on the 
eseuteheon of Free Muonry; no such thing; but the Book 
of Coll8titutiou rtllates it with perfect gravity, with a re
COJBJDeDdatory preface, and with explanatory notes ! 

The same is published in the F. M. Library, with the 
~ of the Grand Lodge of Maryland.-F. M. L. 
P. 10. 

Then theeommon Mason may, the multitude of Masons 
JIt1I8t, believe that Free Masons do, indeed, have poB&euion 
of the keys of knowledge, of the art of arts, an~ they only 
want time and capacity to investigate the mysteries, to 
search through the dark vaults or the masonic temple, and 
accumulate treasures or wisdom above all other men. 
How often have I heard them indnidually sorrow for time 
to study these thitlgs that they might understand them bet-· 
ter! 0, that they knew as much of the mystery, as this 
man and that, whose superior education and studious lei· 
sure permit him to become acquainted with the whole se
cret, and exalt him in common fame to the clevation of " n 
great Mason!" Poor feDows; how can it be otherwise? 
These pretensions appear as unreasonable to the common 
mason, as to the reader; they are, however, sealed with the 
great seals of the grand lodges, and saactioned. by the offi
cial signatures of great men and Masons, 8Jld must be re
ceived by the less informed With due submission to those 
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who are set over them in the work of the lodges. "Bre
thren, submit yourselves unto such," &c. 

But' this story is not locked up in the lodge room with the 
Book of Constitutions, nor in the breasts of" great Ma
sons;" if it were 80, its harm would be incalculable, though 
much less than when it is published in u popular form, and 
finds access to the very mind. It is published, with slight 
variations, in one of the most popular masonic works of 
the age, Hardie's Monitor, in a plain type~ with every 8anc~ 
tion and circumstance calculated to impress the reader 
with the belief both of the genuineness of the manuscript, 
aDd of Mr. Locite's notes; and, what is more, of the fair
ness of the conclusion of that great philosopher and good 
man, that Masonry was a wonder worthy of his eager in
vestigation. 

It is published, also, with particular zeal by Mr. Hutchin
son, under the sanction of the Grand Lodge of England. 
and by Calcott, and by the renowned Master of the Lodge 
of Antiquity, Mr. William Preston. 

I wipe my hands of this, as well as the other erroneous 
pretensions of Masonry. Humble as an individual brother 
may be, I cannot consent for a day to have my name quoted 
as one that belongs to a society, under its public seal up
holding pretensions so abhorrent to truth and to piety, as 
are contained in this authenticated manuscript. 

Conscience directs, and the world will uphold, this cause. 
Masons themselves will follow it, when once they have 
coolly examined, and find that all these things are word for 
word, without gloss or redeeming comment, in the Book of 
Constitutions.· 

.. The Free Mason's Library, from p.8. to 14, contains this same dis
graceful paper, word for word, as given in tbe Book of Conlltitutions of 
Maaaellluetts, a paper which tbe great Clinton, in his unfortunsto attach
ment to Masonry, cond_nds to name without a word of disapprobation: 
.. The celebrated philoaopher, John Locke, wall milch struck with a manu-

7 

Digitized by Google 



lIASONItl'. 

THE FREE MASON'S LIBRARY. 

" Sanction of the Grand Lodge Qj Maryland. 

" Whereas, by a resolution of the Grand Lodge of Ma
ryland, brothers [five, I pity the names] were appointed a 
committee to superintend the publication of a new edition 
of the Ahiman Rezon. proposed to be published by bro
ther Samuel--, under the title of the Free Mason's Libra
ry, and to give the same tlie sanction of the Grand Lodge: 

" Be it known, that said committee, ltaving examined 
said work, do find it in every respect wortlty of the sanction 
of the Grand Lodge, and, consequently, recommend it to all 
Masons as a faithful guide. 

IICripL of Henry VI. King of England, deposited in the Bodleian Library. 
It is in the form of Questions Ilnd Answers," &c.-Clinfon', FareweU /ld
dru, to the (hand Lodge of New-York. A: D. 1825. 

0, how little doe. Il great man become, by becoming a great Mason. 



nOOK OF COX'STJTt'TJOX'!t OF MASSACHUSETTS. ill 

- CHAPTER IX. 

" To promise is m08t courtly and fuhionable; performance is a kind o£ 
will or testament, which argues a great aickn_ in his judgment that makes 
it."~peare. 

Now, let it be understood, that the book from which I 
quote is one within my degree. No grand lodge has any 
thing to do with Masonry above the master's degree. 
The grand lodge is a convention of delegates from the 
lodges of Master Masons, and these lodges are never open
ed on any degree higher than the third.· A Royal Arch 
Mason may be in the lodge, and also represent the lodge in 
the grand lodge, but never can do either in any other capa
city than as a Master Mason; therefore the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, in its Book of Con~titutionil, addresses 
men and masters from its own stair, the third degree, and 
thus it speaks :-p. 33. 

" Before we enter upon the duties of the operative mason, 
in the various offices to which he may be called in the lodge, 
it is proper to give some account of what is absolutely re
quisite in aU who aspire to partake of the sublime honours 
of those who are duly initiated into ~he mysteries, and in
structed in the art of ancient Masonry." 

Thereby insinuating that Masonry has "sublime ho
nours," and valuable mysteries within the gift of the Grand 
~odge ; we shall' see. 

It proceeds: "Whosoever from love of knowledge, in
terest~ or curiosity, desires to be amason," &c., intimating 
that a love of Imowledge may properly lead one to the door 

• Vide F.M. L.p. !Sl. 
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of the lodge. In accordance with this, the candidate, pre
vious to his introduction into the lodge, must subscribe a 
declaration, from which the following extract is taken: 
(page 4.) 

"I, A. B., do seriously declare, upon my honour, that I 
voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the mysteries of 
Free Masonry; that I am solely prompted by a favourable 
opinion conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge, 
and a sincere wish to be serviceable to my fellow creatures." 

We shall see the knowledge he acquires, of which he is 
made beforehand to confess his expectation. . 

Page 43. Describing the constituent parts of a lodge, 'and 
the numuers necessary to constitute n lodge, it is written: 
" more than forty or fifty are found inconvenient for work
illg to advantage;" that is, as if masons had some profitable 
and instructive labour to perform, when they meet in lodges: 
we shall see what working means. 

Again, pages 44 and 45. One of the master's duties is to 
., take care that no apprentice, or fellow craft, be taken into 
his house, or lodge, unless he has sufficient employment for 
him, and finds him duly qualified for learning and under
standing the sublime mysteries of the art. Thus shall ap
prentices be admitted upon farther improvement, as fellow 
crafts; and in due time be raised to the sublime degree of 
Master Mason." Sublime mysteries of the sublime degree 
of Master Mason! We shall see. 

Page 53-" Of working. "-":" All masons should work 
, truthfully and honestly. All the working hours appointed 
by law, or confirmed by custom, are to be strictly ob
served. " Working again! Think you what working 
means 1 Building temples! Perhaps an idea of it can be 
given without impropriety, but not now. Page 75 is the 
form of a warrant from the Grand Lodge, authorizing a 
subordinate to work, with power "to receive and enter 
apprentices, pass fellow crafts, and raise Master Masons; 
also, to make choice of a master, wardens, and other 
officI' bearers, annually, or otherwise. as they shall see 
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eause; to receive and collect funda for the relief of poor . . 
and distressed brethren, . their widows or children; and, in 
general, to transact all matters relating to Masonry, which 
may to tbem appear to be for the good of the craft, accord
ing to the ancient usages and customs of Masons." I give 
this, because it embraces in the words of authority, tbe 
whole business 'of our lodges. 

Page 83. Subject, Installation of officers. 44 Grand Mas
ter asks'the Dep. Grand Master, Have you examined the 
master nominated in the warrant, and do you find him well 
skilled in the science of Masonry 1" The .cience of Mason
ry! that is the thing not to be forgotten. 

The following chapter is transcribed entire, for the ho
nourable testimony it ~earB to the masonic character of a 
jl:{aster' Mason; and the conviction carried through the 
whole chapter, that a master may speak as one that knmvs, 
Rnd teach as one that understands, what Free Masonry is. 

Page 121. "The Government of the Fraternity explained. 
The mode of government observed by the Fraternity, will 
best explain the importance of Masonry , and give a true idea 
of its nature and design . 

.. Three classes are generally admitted, under different 
appellations. 

44 The privileges of each class are distinct and particular; 
menns are adopted to preserve those privileges to the just 
nnd meritorious. Honour and probity are recommenda
tions to the first class, in which the practice of virtue is en
forced, and the duties of morality are inculcated, while the 
mind is prepared for social converse, and a regular progress 
ill the principles of knowledge and philosophy. 

" Diligence, assiduity, and application, are qualifications 
for the second class; in which an accurate elucidation of 
.cienee, both in theory and Factice, is given; human reason 
i, cultivated by a due exertion of our rational powers and 
faculties, nice and diJicult theorie. are explained, nerD dis
coverie. produced. and thoBe already known beautifUlly em
bellished. 

.. 
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"The third class (Master Masons) is confined to a select
ed few, whom truth and fidelity have distinguished, whom 
years and experience have improved, and whom merit and 
abilities have entitled to prefermenL With whom the an
cient landmarks of the order are preserved, and from. whom 
toe learn and practice those necessary and instructive les
sons, which . at once d~anify the art, and qualify its 7ttnne

rous professors to iUustrate and explain its excellence and 
utility. - . . 

"This is the established -mode of our gove~ment, when 
we act in conformity to our rules. By this judicious Ill'

rangement, true friendship is cultivated among different 
ranks and c:legrees of men, while hospitality is promoted, 
industry rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged." 

While copying, I exclaim, is it possible that I am a Mas
ter Mason! that I have been made even a fellow craft, to 
receive .. an accurate elucidation of science both in theory -
and praetice 1" have I received· the eXplanation of the nice 
and difficult theories; also, the new discoveries and the beau
tiful embeUiskments of those truths alremly discovered, all 
which things, it seems, are conferred in the second degree! 

And what a wonder that they are now entirely forgotten! 
It is some comfort, under the loss, to know that I am re
ceived among that selectedfcw, who, having been presented 
with all that the second degree has to give, and being dis
tinguished for truth and fidelity, enjoy the preferment, to 
which they are by their merit and abilities entitled, WHO 

ARE QUALIFIED TO ILLUSTR.4.TE AND EXPLAIN THE EXCEL' 

LENCE OF THE ORDER, AND ITS UTILITY. 

I attempt only in my way; and if a master can do this, 
as the Grand Lodge here certify, the writer may; and this 
is his view of .. the order:" that excellence and utility are 
to.be named in con,ne~ion with the gentlemen of the order 
only; that the institution itself is a whited sepulchre, full 
of loathsome decay and dead men's bones. 
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l:aoss's MASONIC CHART. 

CHAPTER X. 

"The paintiDgis almost the natural man; 
.. For aiDce dishonour trafficks with man's nature, 
.. He is but outside: th_ peucilled figurea are 
.. Even IUch u the)' give out." 

5.5 

Timon of At/uns. 

IN further illustrating the pretensionlf of Masonry, with a 
character for ability certified by the Grand Lodge, and the 
Book of Constitutions of Massachusetts, I take up .. the true 
Masonic Chart, or Hieroglyphic Monitor, contaiJling all the 
emblems explained in the degrees of an Entered Apprentice, 
Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, 
Most ExceUent Master, Royal Arch, Royal Master, and 
Select Master. Designed and duly arranged, agreeable to 
the Lectures, by R. W. Jeremy L. Cross, G. L: To which 
.are added, Illustrations, Charges, Songs, &c. Third edi
tion, with additions and emendations. F. G.· Woodward &, 

Co. New-Haven. l~." 
This work is dedicated .. to the officers of the General 

Grand Chapter of the United States of America," and is 
furnished with the following 'print: 

Adam crowns the temple, holding a ring, tbe emblem of 
- eternity, in his hand. This would seem to signify that Ma

sonry began with Adam, and that my labour is vain. 
Enoch stands on the right hand, a. little below, with the 

golden triangle in his hand, on which he inscribed the in
etrable characters, the NAME of Masonry, .. still visible in the 
temple in St. Jerome's time, written in the ancient Samaritan 
characters;" and this triangle he deposited in the bot
tom of the ninth arch of his subterraneous temple." 

, 

... Now-York edition of \\ebb'. Monitor, p.!45 to 160. 

Digitized by Google 



KMBLKMS OF )'RI!:E MAIIONRY. 

On the left of Adam, opposite to Enoch, is Noah, with a 
square in his hand, with which he, WI a Mason, built the 
ark; whereby the race of m8.IJ was preserved upon. the 
earth. 

"Holiness to the Lord," is inscribed upon the Muons' 
arms, at the feet of Adam. 

Within the prostyle stand, on the right, Hiram of Tyre, 
Solomon, and Hiram Abiff, the three grand masters of an
cient Masonry; and on the left stand Zerubbabel, Joshua, 
and Haggai, builders of the second temple, whose connex
ion with Masonry is in the Royal Arch. 

Below these, outside of the Prostyle, on the right hand, 
is Shem, Ham, and Japhet, all Masons by tradition, and 
the fathers of the present family of man. But Ham, 
does not deservedly occupy so exalted a place in the tem
ple of Masonry; for, ' , certain it is, that the second son 
of Noah was not master of the art." [MWI. Min. 337. 
AAiman Rezon, p. 13. of Preface.] Herod's name might 
be proposed as a substitute, " an excellent grand master." 
[Hardie'B Monitor, p. 294.] Opposite to Shem, Ham, and 
Japhet, are placed Moses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel. 

Now, this comes of 'One of the most monstrous pretensions 
of Free Masonry. Moses, by particular direction, built a ta
bernacle to the Lord, GQd himself directing in the minutest 
parts, the sockets, the taches, and the curtains. "And 
Moses said unto the children of Israel, (Ex. xxxv. 30.) see, 
the Lord hath called by namO Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the 
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and hath filled him with 
the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in 
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship. and to de
vise curious works; to work in gold, and in silver, and in 
brass, and in the cutting of stones to set them, and in the 
carving of wood to make any manner of cunning work. 
And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both hf' 
and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 
Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart to work all man
ner of work of the engraver, and of the cunning work of 

Digitized by Google 



" .. -

CROSS'S MASONIC CHART. 57 

man, and of the embroiderer."· And all this we are led to 
believe is Free Masonry! Even that the Mo."t High gave 
them a knowledge of cunning work, which hail been re
tained among the fTaternity to the present day' It is not 
convenient for me to express the feeling which so great 
presumption inspires. The claim to any of the fathers of 
the human race, or of these fathers in Israel, and to all 
knowledge derived from them, is wicked and unfounded, 
and not to be endured. 

The names of the General Grand Officers of the Gene· 
ral Grand Chapter of the United States, inscribed upon the 
nine stairs of the Prostyle, are all true and worthy, and are 
here found in excellent company. 

Next follows the recommendations of the chart. 
"To the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons 

throughout the United States of North America, Greeting: 
"Know ye, that we, the undersigned, having dulyex

amined our worthy companion, Jeremy L. Cross, do find 
him well skilled, and correct in the lectures and mode of 
working in the three first degrees of ancient Free Mason· 
"y, as received, sanctioned, and directecl t.o be taught by the 
several Grand T.odges of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New-York and New
Jersey .-We do, therefore, cheerfully recommend him as 
fully competent to teach the same. Witness our hands. 
M. E. and Hon. (I pity the name.) G. G. H. P. of the Gen. 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Ame
rica, also Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New. 
York." 

It would amuse ' the reader to speculate upon the grand 
deputies and their oppressive titles; the grand kings, and 
grand masters, and grand wardens, which, to the number 
of eighteen, from eight different states, follow in column 

* F. M. Libra.ry, p. 247. a part of this passage is quoted, to be re~d ip 
the ceremonial of the R, A, degree. 

S 
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after their most excellent, honourable and grand file-leader .. 
The nrunes ud the titles in capita1s, occupy a page. not· 
withstanding all the abbreviations; e. g. M. E. John Snow, 
G. G. King of the G. G. R. A. C. of the U_ S. A.; also, G, 
H. Priest of the Grand Chapter of Ohio. Truly, they are 

"stuck o'er with titles" to such a degree, that their \I!Orthy 
names are quite overwhelmed with the burden of honours.. 

Again. "We, the undersigned, officers of the General 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Ame
rica, DO APPROVE AND RECOIIIIEND 'The True Mwu>nic 
Chart' as entitled to the use and attention of the craft." 

Here follow their most excellent names, and general 
grand honours, eight in n~ber. 

Again. ., Extract from the proceedings of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Connecticut, May, A. L. 
5820. 

" RESOLVED, that this Grand Lodge approve of the Maso
nic Chart published by Brother Jeremy L. Cross, and re
commend it to be used as a masonic text book in all the 
lodges working under this jurisdiction. 

" A true copy from the minutes. 
.. Attest, • *' G. Sec." 

[The rcader will see the name in the Chart.] 

Still another is given in the original, but enough is here 
to show the authenticity of the work as a masonic record_ 

. We will see what it testifies. 
The first twenty-four pages are filled with the emblems 

of Masonry on the three first degrees, all which I have the 
honour to understand, and can witness to their general 
harmlessness and moral tendency. Example. A carpenter's 
square in the chart, is thus explained in the Monitor: " It en
ables the artist to form and fashion his works, and teaches us 
symbolically to form and fashion our lives. It is an emblem 
of morality, and instructs us in that most important moral 
obligation, to do all we would be done unto, and to Jjye 

upon \he square with aU ma.nkind." This is all ,'ery weU, 
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if. it did not pretend to be divine; very well for those who 
iike it; for myself, I am glad to have been reminded of the 
golden rule by all means; and, if some find a carpenter's 
square e good means to call it up to their mind, let them 
paper their walls with squares, and "act honestly upon the 
square," without pretending any mystery in it, any Free 
Masonry in It. In that lies the fault. The emblems are 
most of them weD enough, considered merely as em· 
blems; and, although thp.y fail of affecting deeply the con· 
science, those who find them good are welcome to them, 
claiming them only 8S emblems, and not as the mysterious 
characters and dark hieroglyphics of a divine and " mys
terious scieoce,"-an art .. which the first Masons reo 
ceived from God." I say most or them are well enough, 
for I do not think they all are; for instance, the explanation 
of the lamb skin, or white leather apron: it is given thus 
in Hardie's Monitor, p. 140 .. 

"The lamb has been in all ages considered as an emblem 
of innocence and of peace. . The Lamb of God tDho talreth 
CIIDtIg the ain8 of the tDorld, tDill grant to those tDM put their 
tnut in him, his peace. He, therefore, who wears the lamb 

. skin as a badge of Masonry, is thereby reminded of that pu· 
rity of life and conversation, which it is absolutely necessary 
tOr them to observe, who expect to be admitted into the 
Grand Lodge above; where, under the precedency of the 
Grand Master of heaven and earth, they will for ever enjoy 
those pleasures which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard," &c. 
. "This lamb skin, or tDhite apron, the person initiated is 

told, is more ancient than the golden fleece, or Roman 
eagle, more honourable than the star and garter, or any 
other order which could be. conferred upon him, then, or at 
any time thereafter, by king, prince, potentate, or any other 
person, except he be. a Mason; and which every one ought 
to wear with equal honour to himself, and to'the fraternity." 
-Hardie's Mon. chap. 17. p. 141. 
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A white apron is a very innocent thing in itself, and if ont 
ean learn purity of life from it, 'et him wear it by night and 
by day. 

But this disposition to draw in the Lamb that taketh away 
sin, to the support of Masonry; and to call Heaven's Ma
jesty by the heathenish names of a secret society; and to 
Jet the . pleasures which God has prepared for those that 
love him, before cold moralists in damas~ aprons, deserves 
reproof; I cannot away with it. The bragging which fol
lows, that this white apron is more honourable than any 
thing in the gift of kings, or princes, or people, is too child
ish to move indignation. 

.. Let cozeomba !¢n. and critillllllleer, 
.. Whilo '" aroblitho and jolly; 

to Let fope d..,ue the badge '" wear, 
.. We la. at all their folly:" 

PrtllOfl, Lon. ed. 179!. p. 300: 

The moral attached to these emblems, is not often re
hearsed in the lodge; very seldom. How impressively, 
when it is done, let Masons decide. It is a vain attempt 
to feed the immortal mind with cha1F for bread; to incul
cate a never dying hope on the sandy foundation of self
righteousness; to prepare men for the retributions of eter
nity ~ by the morality of a temporal law, and thus to plant 
itself in the way of the true faith, and to turn men aside 
flom the sure hope, the bright realities, and the searching 
doctrines of the gospel. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

" Mark you. thiI, Ba.aDio, 
" The deYi1 can quote aipture for hJa purpole . 
.. An ..u IOu), produoiDg holy witn-. 
" 1. like -& villain with a smiling cbMk ; 
" A goodly apple, rotten at the heart. . 
.. 0, what a goodly outside f_hood hath!" 

• 

61 

Men:1&. tf r eIIice. 

1 COME next to sixteen pages of hieroglyphics in Royal 
Arch Masonry. These it belongs not to a Master Mason to 
explain; but their extraordinary character will not suffer 
me to pass them unnoticed. The tabernacle of the Lord 
built by Moses, and its utensils; the ark of the covenant and 
its contents; the pot of manna, Aaron's rod that budded, 
and the two tables of the law; the cherubim over the 
mercy seat; the table of show bread, the altar, the golden 
candlestick, the pot of incense, and the pontifical garments, 
consecrated by the Most High to his own peculiar service 
in the family of Aaron; constitute three fifths of the em
blems in Royal Arch Masonry! . 

While Masonry confines itself, as it does for the most 
part in the three first degrees, to compasses, plumb lines, 
setting malls, scythes, bee hives, &c. &c. no fault can be 
found with the emblems, but ,only with the explanations of 
them; if such simple tools will preach morality to rational 
creatures, it is harmless at least; but when men take the . 
things of the Most High, dedicated to his service, and use 
them as emblems of a mystical science, put they what ex
planation upon the emblems they may, the mind revolts 
from the sacrilege. 

Free Masonry is welcome to a trowel and a twenty-four 
inch gauge, or two foot rule; but not to the holy bible, not 
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H 

to the tabernacle and to the mercy seat, in which the gIol')' 
of the Highest dwelt, not to the tables of the covenant, not 
to the altar and golden candlestick, not to the consecrated 
garments of the Levitic8.1 priesthood, all which she assumes. 
Masonry has, properly, nothing to do with these things; 
she cannot use them without sacrilege. Masonry may with 
equal justice take for her embleDl8, the awful representa
tions of the Apocalypse; the seven trumpets, the seven 
vials,the river of water of life, and the new Jerusalem, and 
the throne of God! 

Masonry has, properly, nothing to do with any of these 
things; and to represent it otherwise, is fearful. When 
Mr. Cross, the grand lecturer, gives Moses with his flocks, 
covering his eyes on the holy ground before the Lord in the 
bush which burned and consumed not; and when this em
blem is sanctioned by the most excellent names of the fra
ternity, the impression conveyed, and intended to be con
veyed, is, that Free Masonry has some interesting connex
ion, to say the least, with that portentous event.'" It does 
not become a master to speak as though he knew the se
crets of the Royal Arch; but it is proper for him to speak 
as one who knows the art of which 'he has by proper au
thorities been entitled a master; and as a lawfully consti
tuted master of the art of Free Masonry. I declare my tho
rough conviction', that Free Masonry has no more legitimate 
connexion with Moses and the burning bush, than it has 
with the seven trumpets of the Apocalypse; that it has no 
more rightful claim to the tabernacle and its utensils, than 
to the Christian sacraments for emblems. The use of 
common utensils for emblems is harmless, if the thing sig
nified be innocent; the use of things holy in the same way, 
is an abuse of them not justifiable on any conceivable ex
planation. t 

Therefore it is, that I am indignant to see the Holy of 

* The F. M. Library quotes the account from Ex. ill. 1-6, to be read in 
theC8l'8monial of this degree. p.241. 

t P08Iribly the hi,ber degrees spare not the II&craments: 'the following 

Digitized by Google 



<:aoss's MASONIC CHART. 

Holies in the ancient dispensation of the Church, set thrth 
in dumb show among the common implements of a me
chanic art, as the emblems of a mystical science. Those 
solemn ,remembrancers of God's visible preseilce, and of 
the displays of his righteous judgments .and pardoning'mer· 
cies, ~ the chosen but rebellious sons of Jacob, are gravely 
trifled with, when made to· serve in the tDOrblwp of a Free 
Mason, use them as he may. I cannot endure it, that an in-

. stitution, which, as far as I have known it, is a perfect TE
KEL, should endeavour to compensate for its emptiness, by 
wresting the characters of the patriarchs to its support; 
that an institution which, to the end of the degree it calls 
sublime, is, in my sober judgment, very ridiculous, both in 
its rights and ceremonies, should, for the greater sanctity, 
dmw into its use in the higher degrees, the most solemn' 
events and sacred furniture of the ancient church. 

When Masonry answers i~, it will be With her life. 
The destruction' of Jerusalem, the plan of Babylon, and 

the maps of those ancient countries, are all free to the fra· 
ternity. If it can draw wisdom from such emblems, it is 
well: there is nothing in the sight of a burning city, and 
captive train, &c. &c. that may not' be turned to a good 
account; so these the Royal Arch may have, together with 
its claw hammer, key, and barn shovel. But that triangle 
of Enoch's, so often presented to view, giving a splendid 
light in the darkness of· the deep arches the moment 

ill extensively circulated, and may be genuine Christianity to the exalted 
Muon; but to the humble muter, it i. eple blasphemy. Describinr his 
allC8Dt in the higber derreea. one says of the latter be had taken: .. I be
came a pilgrim, travelled to the awful dome of the K. T. and sued for 
admittance. I gained it, trod ·the pathl of my Redeemer, druk the bitter 
cup, wu crucified with him, and triumphed over death and hell" This is 
admitted into the preface of the Free Mason'. Library, p. 7, with marked 
approbation. 

See Webb'. account of the InefFable Degrees, for the Muoaic form of 
the Sacrament of the Supper. Preaeating the bread and the wine to the 
candidate. the Molt Perftet my.: "Eat of thiS bread with me, and drink 
.rC the nme cup," &c.-FrecM_'., Monitor, N_Y""k, 18OJ, 11' !& 

• 
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the taper 'Was extinguished, and claiming to have a name 
known only to those to whom it is masonicaUy given; 
and that name, too, the only true name of Heaven's Suo 
preme,- visible in the temple in SL Jerome's time, writ~en 
in the ancient ~amaritan characters; that triangle, innocent 
enough in itself, is a very monster in its pretensions. I do 
not make tJte. Royal Areh welcome to any thing but the 
triangle. I protest with my might against its having the 
ineffable name, " handed down through successive ages by 
tradition." [po 19, of this vol.] 

.. On it may be found what exalt. birh our be, 

.. If rightly deciph~, a myatical name." 

Here I take my leave of the emblems, and open the vo
lume at the first step of Masonry, or" Entered Apprentice's 
Degree." 

What first would catch the attention of a common read
er, is: "A prayer used at the initiation of a candidate." 

.. Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe, 
to this ·our present convention, and grant that this candi
date for Masonry flJay dedicate and devote his life to thy 
service, and b~come a true and faithful brother among us ! 
Endue him with a competency of thy divine wiBdom,t tI,at 
by the secrets of our art, he may be better enabled to dis
play the beauties of holiness, to the honour of thy holy 
name! So mote it be. Amen. "-Cross's Chart, sec. 1. 

Then follows a passage of scripture, to be rehearsed in 
the ears of the still hood winked candidate. 

I believe prayer is a solemn reality, aod God a living Spi-

... See p. 18, of tbia volume. 
i Hardie'. Monitor, p.ll8, gives it thus: .. Endue him with a compelen

cy of thy divine wisdom, that he may with the secret. of Free Maamy, 
be able to unfold the mysteries of Godlin_." The book of CoDatitatiOlllS 
of Ma.achuaett.,givetthe same prayer, p.l49, in the fonowingworck: 
"EDthte him with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that he may, with 
the secret. of Free Muoruy, be able to unfold the myateriee of Gedlin-." 
The __ prayer ia found iii Preston, p. 50, in Ahlman RezOD, p. 45, Free 
)fUOD'ILibrary, p. tlD,F. !rl. M. p. :n, rart lit, chap. 8. 
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rit, that will Dot be mocked. Prayer is not an empty form; 
is not a service operating only upon the heart of the peti
tioner; but it ascends to one who, hears, and will in won
derful condescension answer. And how can he who looks 
daily to God for his Spirit, lift up his voice or his supplica
tion, that the great God would endue a youth" with a com
petency of divine wisdom, to enable him, IIy the secrets of a 
mystic mot, the better to ditplay the beautiu of AolineBB!" 
How incongruous the ideas! that the God, of all Grace 
should be entreated to do a secret service for the benefit of 
Free Mas~nry! For the honour of His holy name, the 
words of the prayer say; but. indeed, it does not mean any 
such thing. He that wrote, and whoever uses the ,prayer, 
must know in his own heart, that the mighty God is not one 
covertly to honour his own name. Only Free Masonry does 
thaL What says Jehovah to David, his offending servant' 
" TAou didst it .eer-etly; but I will do tlu8 tiling before all 
Israel, and before the 11Ul: ,aith the Lord." It is mon
strous presumption to entreat God' to honour his own holy 
name by the greater display of the beauties of holiness 
tll.rOlllIh lhe secret. of a ,my.tical 8cience! Indeed, the 
prayer does not mean so ;- but the spirit of it is--honour 
Masonry, our secret art~ that it may appear in his eyes hal
lowed by prayer and allied to heaven, who kneels now 
blindfolded, expecting something. and who will soon open 
his eyes upon v.anity and disappointment. " 

The propriety of this explanation will appear the more 
striking, when we learn more particularly what the secret 
art is. I pass over the notice of the working tools of an en
tered apprentice; of the ornaments, lights, and jewels of a 
lodge; brotherly love, relief, and truth; together with the 

* Prayer at the making of a Mason. Book or Cons. of Mass. p. 151.
.. Great Architect in heaven! Maker and RIder of worlds unnumbered! 
Deign from thJ eelestial temple to look down on nl, the work of thy 
handa: &I we are now about to enligbten a rellow mortal in Masonry, wilt 
thou enlighten us in a knowledge of divine trutb," &c. 

9 

.. 
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four car~al virtues; and take up the charge· of initiation 
into the first degree, (20 p. of Mas. CharL) 

An extract fi'om the Charge: 
"No iutitution tDaI ever railed on a better principle, or 

more solid fmmiloJion; nor were ever more excellent rules 
and useful maxims laid down, than are inculcated in the 
several masonic lectures. . The greatest·tl7IIl best of men, in 
all ages, have been encouragers and prolJ)oters of the art ; 
and have never deemed it derogatory to their dignity, to 
level ~emselves with the fraternity, exte~d their privileges, 
and patronize their assemblies." 

While Free Masonry thus exalts herself. above all the 
forms of government and religion; above all sy.ems of 
truth, and maxims of duty; and freely takes to herself tile 
greatest and belt of men of all ages, the reader may be 
exercising his imagination to conceive what kind of a re
veiation,or heavenly wonder this secret art must be ; but it a 
master may explain the, above, this is its meaning: the 
newly entered apprentice is in the greatest danger of sick
ening with disgust at the disappointment he has suffered. 
The promises of the b~, at least, had led him to expect, 
that Masonry was more than an outside show, and that, 
coming inside, h~ would, at the first degree, cateh SOMe 

glifAp.etf of those charms which promise to ravish the hearts 
of the faithful in the sublIme degree of a Master Mason; 
and, having tak~ the first degree, he is in the greatest dan
ger of fainting, and of forsaking the lodge, and Free Ma
sonry, for ever. 

I have known those who did it. To prevent such a cala-

• .. Iu the first degree, I perceived that inappreciable bl_up were before 
me, 1I01emu aDd extremely important priDciplBII of diviDe truth were incul. 
cated." This i. the same, who in the K. T. degree, wu crucified with the 
Lord, and .. triumphed over death and he1l."-See 1ru Mtml'IU' LiIIrary, 
pretace, p. 6. And let the Gr. Lodp oC.Maryland look to it. Also, Free 
M __ .. Library. p. 155. 

Digitized by Google 



PRAYER FOR THE NOV1(;E. 67 

mity and reproach1lpOD the institution, the master of cere
monies is furnished with this part of the charge, to cheer 
the heart of the newly made brother, to sustain him with a 
solemn 888Ul'ance that tAat which seems to _ his young eyes 
to be just nothing~ is, indeed, the most ancient, and honour
able, and stable, and pure, and excellent; and useful institu
tion that ever W88 formed; and with the recollection that 
Waahington, and Franklin, and Warren, were members of 
the fraternity. . 

These things are, to the young brother. like hartshom to 
a fainting soul. necessary and usefUl. He is revived. and 
goes on, in due time, to the fellow craft's degree, which 
holds out something splendid, and in which he hopes, with 
much confidence, to find new and peculiar beauties, as pro
mised. . Let us accompany him. 

CHAPTER XII. 

containing OJ, account of the sciences taught by }'ree Ma
sonry .. 

" TheD, like &D idiot paug on the brook. 
" We leap at IItan. andfUteaiD the mud."-YIMIg. 

THB MORITO. of Col. Webb introduces this degree in the 
moat formal manner. I copy from his work 88 follom : 

F. M. M. p. 49. chap. lO.-Remarks on the second de
gree. 

"Masonry is a progressive science, and is divided into 
classes or degrees, for the more regular advancement in the 
knowledge of its mysteries. According to the progress we 
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make, we limit or extend our inquiries; and, in proportion 
to our capacity, we attain to a greater or less degree of 
perfection • 

.. " Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch 
of polite learning; under the veil of its mysteries is com
prehended a regular system of science. Many of its illus
trations, to the confined genius, may appear unimportant; 
but the man of more enlarged faculties, will perceive them 
to be in the highest degree useful and interesting. To 
please the accompliRhed scholar and ingenioUll artist, Ma
sonry is wisely planned; and in the investigation of its latent 
doctrines, the philosopher . and mathematician may expe
rience equal delight and satisfaction. " 

An apprentice who would stop with such a bright pros
pect before him, must be exceedingly faithless, especially 
when on the same page it is added: "To exhaust the va
rious subjects of which it treats, would transcend the pow
ers of the brightest genius; still, however, nearer approach
es to perfection may be made, and the man of wisdom will 
not check the progress of his abilities, though the task he 
attempts may at first seem insurmountable ;"t and more, a 
plenty; but this ,is enough to lead an apprentice on to the 
degree of fellow craft, and to lead the uninitiated to think 
there is some singular mystery in Free Masonry; and as 
that is what such statements are intended for, we will pro
ceed next to the matter of the degree of fellow crafts, to 
which this is an introduction. 

Here the Monitor, the Manual, the Chart, Preston, the 
Book of Constitutions of S. C., and the F. M. Library, 
walk pari ptum in the grandeur or their pretensions. But 
I extract from the Chart. 

After naming a variety of things previously to be explain
ed, one of which is, that .. in six days God created the hea-

• This is lakeD from Preston, b. 2. II. 4. and is copied verbatim in the 
Free MalOn'. Library, p. 165. 

t Webb'. Monitor, chap. 10. p. SO. F. M. Library, pp. 165,166. 
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'Vens and the earth, and rested upon the seventh day, th~ 
seventh, therifore, our ancient bretAren consecrated as a 
day of rest from their labours ;". (by which we learn whom 
we have to thank for the consecration of the Sabbath day;) 
the Chart proceeds, page 24, to say : " The next is the doc- -
trine of the spheres, in the llcience of astronomy. 

"OF THE GLOBES. 

" The globes are two artifieial spherical bodies, on the 
convex surface of which are represented the countries, 
seas, and various parts of the earth, the face of the hea
vens, the planetary revolutions, and other particulars." Ju
dicious observations follow, explaining the use of the globes. 

" AB the five orders of architecture are explained in this 
section, (of the fellow craft's degree,) a brief description of 
them may not be improper. ' 

" OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE. 

" By order in architecture is meant a system of all the 
members, proportions, and ornaments of columns and 
pilasters; or it is a regular arrangement o{ the projecting 
parts of a building, which, united with thOse of a column, 
form a beautiful, perfect, and complete whole." 

Then follow Jearned views of the origin of bases, and 
capitals of pillars in architecture. 

" The five orders are thus classed : 
" The Tuscan, the Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Compo

site." Here follows a neat and faithful description of each 
of the several orders, giving an account of their origin and 
peculiar characteristics, introducing the tenos triglyph, 
meze, volute,.&c. in their proper places, as might be ex
pected in a. scientific work. 

• M ... Mannal, p. 170. _ the same words. Bee Hardie'. Mon. p. 111. 
Theaame in Webb'lIlIon. p. 45. Also F. M. Library, p. 188. 
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.. 
The fiye -senses are next iittroduced. Hearing, seeing, 

feeling, smelling, and tasting. They are each treated in a 
neat and scholar-like manner, with a handsome definition. 
At the conclusion of the notice of feeling, it is added, in a 
c:lliferent type, " The,e three ,ensu, hearing, ,eeing, Off 

feeling, are moit revered by MfUou." Add talting. 
Without ceremony, the Chart, like the Monitor, the Ma

nual, Preston, and Book of Constitutions of South Caro
lina, &c. passes from the five senses to treat-

" Of the seven liberal· arts and sciences; which are 
grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry,' music and 
astronomy. " 

This enumeration shows the antiquity of ~asonry; for, 
having always a desire for the best things, as wen as the best 
men, of all ages, it undoubtedly chose the seven most·libe
ral and honourable of the arts and sciences of the age in 
which the selection was made; and some years have now 
elapsed since, in the estimate of the learned world, natural 
philosophy and chemiitry would have found a place among 
the liberal arts and sciences. 

This is honourable tQ the antiquity of the institution, . 
without reproach to its discernment; and vie are not to in
fer hence, that the study of natural philosophy and chemis
try is neglected by the fraternity; or JJecause these sciences 
have no place of honour in the books of the craft, that, 
therefore, they are omitted in the instructions of the lodge 
room • 

. Each of thtllile seven liberal arta and sciences has a sec
tion devoted to it. " Geometry, the first and noblest of 
sciences, the basis on which the superstructure of Masonry 
is erected," reeeives that portion of attention to which its 
superior masonic importance entities it. 

"GEOMETRY. (Mas.Ohart, p.31.) 
" Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magni

tudes in general, where length, breadth, and thickne88, are 
considered, from a point to a line, from a line to a superfi-
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cies, and from a superficies to a solid. .. This is foUowed by 
a mathematical definition of a point, a line, a superficies, ' 
and a solid; and by remarks, first, on the advantages of 
geometry, and, again, on the moral advantages of ge0-

metry. 
I shall conclude this notice of" the Chart on the fellow 

craft's degree, by an extract from the charge. " The study 
of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of education which 
tends 80 effectually to polish and adorn the mind, is ear
nestly recommended to your consideration; especially the 
science of geometry, which is established as the basis of 
our art. Geometry or Mtuonry, originally '!JfIORpous 
temu, being of a divine and moral nature, is enriched toith 
the mo.t usefullmOlQledge; while it proves tie worulerful 
properties of nature, it dentorutrates the more important 
trutlls of morality."· 

Our professors of mathematics, and of moral philosophy, 
would seem to be equally interested to know .. the divine 
and moral nature of geometry," which, while it provea the 
wonderful properties of nature, demonatrates the more im
portant trutAB of morality! 
.It This must be one of the mysteries of .. the art of finding 
out new arts;" one. of the secrets of intrinsic value be
longing to "the art of wunder:wurking, the wey of winning 
the facultie of Abrac."t To demonstrate moral truth by 
geometrical problems.--O, most wonderful science! This 
inllpired the poet when he sung: 

.. Hail, mY8terioWl, glorious acience ! 

.. Which to dilCOrd bid. defiance ! 
.. Harmony alone raigDa here." 

• F. M. M. p. It. Hardie'. lIIou. p.89. T_ehill's Mon. p. 189. 
PJ'eIIton, p. 61. F. M. L P. 179. 

t Book of CoDlt. of M .... p. 19. Preeton, b. 3. see. 1. 
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This is a mystery worth the pW'Chase of fearful oaths of 
secrecy, and nights of anguish to lonely companions. No 
wonder masons know more than other, men. (I Well may 
Mr. Hardie" bmJly lay, tluD Maonry is the key-Itone to 
all' other arl8 and lcienceI." (p. 189.) And now we are 
prepared to believe, that, "of all the societies which have 
contributed to the propagation of knowledge, the society 
of Free Masons has been, and ever will be, the most con
spicuous. ''1 The raptures of poetry are suitable to the 
theme: 

.. Arise, and &Gund tby trumpet, Fame; 

.. Free Muonry aloud proclaim, 
.. To realms and worlds unknown : 

"Tell them 'twas thu great David's IOn, 
.. The wise, the matcblea Solomon, 

.. Pristtl fill abI1I1e,hu throne." 

.. Many persons are deluded by their vague supposition 
that our mysteries and the practices established among us 
are merely nominal, and that our ceremonies might be 
adopted, or waived at pleasure."-[Free M. Mon. p. 19. 
Preston, b. 1. sec. 4.] They must be deluded, indeed, 
who suppose so, having once meditated upon the wonder
ful stores of knowledge unfolded in the fellow craft's de
gree; and, above all, this art of arts, the finding out of 
moral truth by geometrical problems! Assuredly," Ma
sonry is an art equally useful and eXtensive. Without an 
assiduous application to ,the various subjects of which it 
treats, no person can be sufficiently acquainted with its 
true value."1F. M. Mon. p.21. Preston, b. 2. sec. 1.] 

In this second degree of Masonry, "practice and theory 
join in qualifying the industrious craftsman to share the 
pleasures which an advancement in the art must necessa-

..... ' 

• Book of CODI. of M ... p. 19. Preston, b. 3. s. t. 
t Hardie" Monitor, p. 118, and Ahiman Rezon. 
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'rily atTord. He gradually familiarizes his mind to useful_ 
instruction, and is soon enabled to investigate truths of the 
utmost concern." [F. M. Mon. p.51. Pre,ton, h. 2.8.4.] 
Add to this, that " the creation of the world is described to 
him, and many particulars ~it9d, all of which h~ve been 
carefully preserved among Masons, and transmitted from 
one age to another by oral-tradition." [F. M. Mon. p. 53 . 
• ' The very enemies of Masonry must own, that it is the 
most -renowned sOciety that, ever was, is now, or perhaJ>9 
ever will be, in the world;" [Hardie, p. 79. Ahiman Re
zon, p. n.] and assent to the justice of the following po
etic description of the art: 

.. Hail, mighty art! bail, gracious gif\ oC !-?'-I 
"To aid 1II&IIkiDd, by .our Creat.or giVIlD'." _: , 

Hartlie,p. 79.-.8110,..4"'" Raon, pp.l1, U. 

'rhe remainder of _ the lines, to the number of 80 or 100, 
are in the same spirit, and can be spared without loss; or 
they are 8UqCinCtly expressed in the following extract from 
Hardie, p. 339 • 

.. Thy trumpet, Fame, yet louder blow, 

.. And let the dUltaat regiolUl bow, 
.. Free MuoDlJ is this: 

.. .8lm1ghly fIIiIdom g_ itllirlk, 
" WI&ile tDittlmr&jiztll it Mre on earth, 

".8 Iype oJ future blill. "'" 

'rhat the world do not see how Free MaSonry is a type 
of future bliss, ought to be no wonder; it is enough if the 
initiated can do that. 

Now, kind reader, with such a. tedious array of learning in 
the manuals of Free Masonry, authorized by the highest 

*-" Qui Bavium DOD odit, &!Det tua cannin&MIIBVi: 
.. Atque idem junpt vulpea, at mulgeat bimoe."-YUgil. 

"The ome good _would join 
" Dog-foxee in the yoke; would .ear the l!11riDe."~t" 

10 

.. r:!i.;. 
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n8llH!8 in the fraternity; with such a parade of orden of 
arehitect~, of the globes, of the five senses, and of the 
seven liberal arts and sciences; together with the claim that 
the science of MaSonry is the science of nature, the under
standing of . the mysteries thereof, &c. [Boo' .of CORS. 01 
Mau. p. 16. Pre"tm, b. 3. s. I. and Hardie, p. 203.] 
wouId you. not expect on entering a lodge, to find a school 
of science and of the arts 1 Would you not expect to see 
some of the apparatus, by which new t"aM are dUcovered 
and erabelliIlwentlt are QI/J.ed. Co t1ae old! [Boo' of C01&8. 
of MtJ88. p. 121.] Would you not expect to receive lec. 
tures upon these subjects, perhaps, in the univerBallanguage 
oj MaBORS, [F. M. Library, p. 11. Booltof COftlJ.oj Mas •• 
p. 20. Presttm, b. 3. s. 1.] which should discover to you 
the glories of science, and give you the clearest under
standing of the operations of nature 1 If you should, (and 
I see not how you can help it,) that is just what is 
wanted. 

These scientific appearances are set out, on purpose to 
make men believe that Free Masonry has actual fellowship 
with the sciences. But the sciences are never mentioned 
within the walls of a lodge. I neither have seen nor heard 
in all my acquaintance with the lodges, the explanation or 
illustration of any the least principle of science. It cannot 
be; lodges are for Free Masonry; and schools and colle
ges are for the sciences. 

Free Masonry does not, and cannot meddle with them: 
tbe folly lies in pretending to do it; which pretence is car
ried to a prodigious extent, in order that men may think 
it has some spark of reality . 

.. Ta1i8prima D&reII caput altum in proelia tolli&, 

.. Ostenditque humero. !atoll, alternaque jactat, 
" Brachia protendea8,et verberat ictibUI auraa. "-Yirgil . 

.. Hill brawny back and ample brent he 1b0WII, 

_ I' BiB lifted arm around hi. head he throw., 
.And deu in wbiBtliDr air Ilia Q1ply blow .... -D~m. 

.!ooo'q';"-.... - o1Ii1 ..... _ .. ;;;;;..~~ ... __ .. _ 
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Such are the solemn and certified pretensions of the se· 
cond degree of Masonry. That they are ludicrous is 
plain1y their own fault. . They stand here in the original 
and authorized colours of the 6-atemity.· 

.. * See .. y Muual of Free Muonry, under the head Fellow Craft'. De· 
pee. Taaaehill", Webb'" CroW., and Hardi .... MaDliaJe I CODBtitutione 
of South Carolina; FrM MuoJl'. Library; Prelton'. (Grand Muter of 
the Lodpof Antiquity, LcmdOD) mUB1.ratioDB of Free MallODJ')', are"eIl 
.. d all N8pOIIIible. with their commaden, for the ftIWB here given of tbe 
_d degree of FreeMaeonry • 

.. What! all thiII parad. of learning honow and f1Uee?" Honow u the 
P"e, d .... reader; a dream ie lIOlemn reality c:ompared to it. 

.. And cra" and leamed men attend the lodgea?" Ay, that is a fact. 
They gi". themeel ... DO trouble about the claims ofMUODry in CODDmOll 

with the .m-. for th.ylmow them to be fable; they pay DO attention to 
them; they forget tbat BUch claims are indeed mad.. But the more igao
':aDt do DOt·"'" the claimI to be Alee, and eeeing th.m IOI.mnly publiehed 
with the higheet maeonic II&DCtione, do and in_ beli ... them to be tru.; 
and they do BUppoBe, that if they p_d tho learning of the learned, they 
mould know the clairm to be srue; wh.re .... they would know tho reverse, 
that DO "bric of the imagination ie more visioDary • 

.. Ja it poaBible?" 
floUr ill the tiIIlow craft .. degree &om poll! ing the learned intereet at· 

Uib1ded to it in the boob, that it ie univereally known and aclmpwleclpd 
UIICIIII the craft to be the dalleet and drieet of the three delf"Oll; and the 
nO'fice ie uniformly l1JItaibed under ita entire emptin-. with the bright 
proepect of the BUblime mystori .. of the muter" dope, "hich .is next bit
roreJrlm. 

Reader, uk any Maeon which ie the IDCIIt intereetiDg of the three de.-? and ifhe _peete DO deeign in you, he will repJy~ the third. Which 
i.the ( .. ry inlelelting, DO doubt,but) letIIl intereBt.ing of the three? Surely 
hewill~ply,the IIIICODd, orfano" craft' •• 
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CHAPTER XIII .. 

Free Masonry's Pleafor the Practice of Dissimulation. 

" Jo no puis me relOudro a mentir; je DO lUis pas Cyprian; et je ne Bau
rais dire 4J.ue je Ie BWs."*-Teltmaque, !iv. 3. 

HAVING exhibited the preceding pages to the careful in
spection of Masons distinguished for talent, for knowledge, 
for love of truth, and for their attachment to Masonry, 
they individually return it, witlwul an oldection to its accu
racy and fidelity to the tnlt/,. 

To one I make grateful acknowledgments for suggesting 
the erasure of a few expressions unnecessarily (;ondemna
tory, and hope, ori a second perusal of the work, that he 
will filJd not a word justly offensive to the man who hates 
every false way. Others noticed. certain points, which, at 
first, might seem to admit of correction in the facts or infe
rences; but they did not insist uPQn one after hearing a 
word of explanation, or suffering the latter pages to illus
trate the former. 

And yet, these gentlemen, though asunder, coincide in 
expressing a doubt, whether so extensive, and honourable, 
and useful a society, may not better be amended than dis
carded. "It has a prodigious influence," they say, "which, 
properly directed by virtuous men, will be, as it has been, 
productive of much good; when, if abandoned by the 

* I cannot determine to lie; I am Dot a. Cyprian; and I know not how 
to ~ay that I am. 

-~-
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wise, it will become an instrument of much evil in the 
hands of the unjust. ,,*' 
. In reply, I beg pardon of the friends of Masonry for 
doubting whether an institution truly described in the pre
ceding pages, can fairly be said to be productive of much 
good. The good seeming to flow from it, is not its own, 
and will not perish with Free Masonry. In the hands of 
good men it is made useful; in the hands of bad men it is 
mischievous. The good would do more good without it, 
and the bad will not be strengthened by the retiring of the 
virtuous. 

But, to make the argument short, every reason which 
occurs, or has been offered, for the continued IiIUpport of an 
institution justly described in the preceding pages, is equally 
applicable to prove that we may do evil, jf good will come; 
and tliis all good men will pronounce to be heresy in a fear
ful sense. 

Masonry is that boasting thing already described, and on 
all the ground over which we have passed, it cannot be de
nied, that its great boasting is empty and vain; it is not 
supported by the truth, neither· can it be. This is an evil; 
the most inveterate must allow that this is an evil which has 
only one palliation, ~. that it makes men reverence a use~ 
ful institution; it is allowed and practised very commonly· 
with this apology alone, " that it-helps to uphold an insti
tution inculcating divine maxims, and leading to righteous
ness and peace;" a little evil done to effect a great goOd. 
So our deceived parent Eve: 

" Here grows tbe cure of nll; this fruit divine, 
.. Fair to tbe eye, inviting to the taste, 
.. or virtue to make wise." 

..... Men bave grown 80 bad, that we cannot make them come to us, but 
we must go to them; otherwise they will forsake us, they will grow wone, 
they will become entirely corrupted."-Pardaal', Juuit. 
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She sought for an increase of knowledge. To this good 
end she could attain by one act of disobedience. It was 
argued : 

---" Wall God iD_ his ire 
.. For such a petty trespau: and not praise 
.. Ratheryour dauntl_ virtue, whom the paiD 
.. or death denounced, (whatever thin&' death be,) 
.. Deterred nqt fiom achieving what might lead 
.. To happier Jife--~" 

• 

This plea prevailed then, and furnishes now the oo1y 
mode of reasoning by which the astonishing pretensions of 
Free Masonry can be endm-ed for a momenL All the in
telligent gentlemen, members of the society, know in their 
hearts, that the claims of Masonry are enormous, and 
without good foundation; unworthy to be upheld for the 
truth's sake, and deserving instant desertion and exposure, 
were.it not for the benefit they procure to this ancient and 
honourable society. They reason as Narbal does with Te
iemachus. "Ce mensonge, Telemaque, ri'a rien que ne 
soit innocent: les Dieux memes ne peuvent Ie condamner : 
il ne fait aucune mal a personne. Vous poussez trop loin 
l'amour de la vertue, et la crainte de blesser la religion. ""-
Telemaque, liv. 3. , 

If I may be pardoned, this is precisely the strain of reason
ing pursued by the friends of Free Masonry. And in the 
w~rds of the same excellent author, I reply; " II suffit que Ie 
mensonge soit mensonge pour ne pas etre digne d'un homme 
qui parle en presence des Dieux, et qui doit tout a la verite. 
Celui qui blesse la verite offense les Dieux,et se blesse 

* This fallahood, ~chlJll, ia quite iDDOCIIlt; the Gods th8llll8lves 
cannot OODd8IIID it; it injure. DO man; you carry too tar the love ofvirtu~ 
and the fear of wounding religion. 

"'-. 

Digi~zed by Google ... 



I'&Bt: MASONRY A PIOUS I'&AUD. 79 

8oimeme, ear il parle contre sa conscience. "ff-Telemaque, 
liv.3. 

ThiS subject is easy in itself, but exceedingly difficult in 
tile opposition it meets. Having been induced to join the 
fraternity, by the solemn and reiterated claims of Free Ma
sonry to peculiar exceUenee~ and a most ancient origin, I 
am compelled either to countenance its claims by silence, 
while others proclaim them; or to reply ~th rea&6n. To 
countenance them, is to take a part of the responsibility for 
their truth, and to reply is singular. For their truth, I can 
be in no degree responsible; and have no way left but to be 
singular. Telemachus refused" sauver sa vie par un men
songe,"t and many generations have applauded the Arch
bishop Fenelon for this stern integrity of his hero. I will 
not consent to uphold Free Masonry by means which an 
honourable man scorns for the saving of his life. Truth is 
worth every thing besides; why sacrifice it upon the shrine 
of Free Masonry 1 That Free Masonry requires the sacri
fice, is proof enough that it is unworthy of the countenance 
it receives. 

While in the midst of these reflections, a Mason, of some 
twenty degrees elevation, gathering from report the tenor 
of the writer's Views of the Most Ancient Institution, lays 
upon the table the" American Masonic Record. Albany, 
Octo 13, 1827 :" the first page covered with " Extracts of an 
Oration, delivered before the Grand Lodge of the State of 
Rhode Island, at Pawtucket, at the celebratioh of the na
tivityof SL John the Baptist, June 25, 1827. By" [I pity the 
name.] The object of my exalted brother, was to correct 
mistaken impressions of the dignity and usefulness of Free 
Masonry; saying, as he handed it, "I really wish you would 

" It is enough that a lie is a lie, to make it unworthy of' a mlUJ who 
. lIJII!&b in the pl'elellC8ofGod,and who oweseverythiug to the truth. He 

who w01lDcIa the truth, oft"encla God, IUJd lVouncla himIelf; for he IpMks 
againat his co_ence. 

t To ave hillif'e by a lie. 
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read that ' How little calculated that was for his faithtUl 
purPoSe, the reader may judge from the following extract, 
taken from the first ,column of the paper. 

"' Within our 9Wn time, mysterious iDscriptions and cha
racters have been found among the rubbish of eastern cities, 
over whose rums more than forty centuries have rolled, which 
called forth the wonder of the curious, and puzzled the most 
learned and scrutinizing antiquary, and which none have yet 
been found competent to decipher, save those who are 
versed in the higher orders of Masonry. 

"' On thesemuuldering ruins and relics of ancient grandeur, 
the ,Mason gazes with awful veneration, and holds converse 
with the spirit of other ages, while he reads on,every flWssy 
Itone, and dilapidated wall, thole mystic chronicles, long since 
forgotten in tradition, and lost in history." 

.. Piscium et summa geD11I haesit ulmo." 
Har.Odt2. 

The fishes were tangled in the topa of the trees ! 

This matter must rest on the authority of the orator,· as 
it belongs to the higher degrees, with which I claim only a 
kindred acquaintance; but to put its bare face in the light, let 
us observe, that "ruins over which more than forty centu
ries have rolled," are within fifty years of the building of 
Babel, according to Le Sage. "Chronicles" of that period, 
are rare; and if they contained but the name of the archi
tect, or of the reigning prince, or the date of the structiIre, 
they would be invaluable. It would not endanger the mys
teries of the fraternity, to lend a few minor circumstan'ces of 
this sort to the learned world, and to furnish the curious 
with the names of the founders of the pyramids, and with 

* "Cui Pudor, et Justitie lIOlor' 
~. Incorrupta Fides, nudaque veritas, 
(. Quando ullum invenient pamm." 

Har. Ode ~N. ' 
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an account of the particular structure of the labyrinth, &.c. 
&c. would redound to the amazing honour of Free Masonry. 
But the mole will have the eyes of the lynx before Free Ma-
801l1'f enables her pupil " to hold convtlr,e with the spirit of 
other agu, while he reoJb on every fIIO"y ,tone, mystic, 
chroniclutr',.c. No; I greatly fear that she, who in tbe 
three first '~ees, boldly contradicts the truth for her own 
praise, ill, through Mr. S., making, in the higher degrees, a 
vigorous efi"ort, by deceit and falsehood, to sustain her repu
tation. 

I can neither hear nor read such claims advanced in a 
public usembly before the highest dignitaries of Free Ma
sonry, andpublished in the official records of the fraterni
ty. without revolting from all participation in the deed ; 
I will be no aecessary either before or after the act. 

" Why 1-what hurt do they do 1" 
It is possible, beeauseit is true, that enlightened ,and good 

men seriously put and sometimes urge this question. I 
answer, as to a friend, that these pretensions are edge t~ls, 
with which it is d8.08erous to play; fables whieh, though 
they deceiTe not the learned, do miserably impose on the 
mQltitude; at best, white lies, whieh the judicious Paley de
clares ar,e apt to lead to those of a darker hue. 

But they do the hurt that poSitive and reiterated asser
tions, of the weightiest import ever do, when entirely 
groundless, or sustained only by some concealed cateh, or 
double entendre. They destroy, confidence. Though they 
may not openly dety the truth, they attempt to elude it. 
" Free Masonry is as old as the ereation," being tmiler"ood to 
mean, that the peculiar features of the institution are so old; 
but only meaning, that charity and good fellowship are of 
that age. "Noah, and Moses, and Solomon, were Masons in 

meaning that they were good and scientific men, who BU

periateJUled the tlrection of fatl&OUl ltntctUre,; but verily 
understood to mean, that these men belonged to the Ma
sonie craft. "John the Baptist and John the Evangelist 
,were Masons;" being undel'lltood as the libore, hut meari-

11 
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ing a little different; that, as distinguished builders in the 
. ehurch, they were architects of a nobler nature, and are call
ed Ma8ons, by a figure of speech, as statesmen are called 
Pillars; Pillars of 'State. So Noah and John were build
ers, the one of the ark, the other, in the gospel; and are 
(,aIled Masons, and Free Ma8ons, on this ground alone. 

Truth is of a -character too sacred to be trifled with after 
this manner. Such pretensions do harm; they are an ex
ample of prevarication, which, followed in youth, leads to 
baser falsehood in old age. They corrupt the confiding 
temper of the young; they harden the vicious heart; they 
tempt the tyro in deception; "men do these things," ex
e1aims his passion, "and yet nrc good and great." The~' 
defile the land. . 

When I look around, and behold the political lies told for 
the salvation of the country, which is depending on the 
election of a favourite candidate; the lies of bargain and 
sale, told for the accumulation of what is necessary to put 
ev~ry man his family above the reach of want; the lies of 
se;lJldal greedily caught up and circulated, that no arilto
cracy of virtue may be allowed to establish itself in this 
republican community; and know that the Lodges per
vade the land, and that Masonry is warranted and justified 
in doing what is severely condemned in the others mention
ed, I cannot doubt that her example goes far to encourag~ 
in men this disposition to glorifY a false God for the attain~ 
lDent of their several purposes, and for the gratification of 
their ardent desires. 

What privilege has Masonry to tritle with the truth, that 
IS not common to all? What the brother, to trifle for the 
benefit of virtue and Masonry, which will not warrant him 
in the like for virtue and his country 1 for virtue and him
self-for his pelf, for his party 1 If, to advance virtue and 
Masonry, one may say, that" Masonry the first Masons re
ceived from God," [Book of Cons. p. 19.] then may one 
for the support of his own purse and family, cry in the 
market, "this is a good hors~." whi(,h is blind of both 
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eyes: •• this is a sound horse;" which has the heu,"es. And 
such a merchant may support himself, as Free" Masonry 
supports herself, thus: "the sound horse is sound. in lim~, 
~hough not in wind; and the blind horse is good-"-for ne
thing." 

I ain ashamed to present, with a serioUll air, equivo
cations so sontemptible; but no other course is left. If the 
pretensions of Masonry are other than equivocations, they 
are of a darker hue, and must be met by flat contradiction; 
but as brethren with whom I have the honour to converse, 
choose to maintain them on the ground of white lies, harm
less deceit, pious frauds, I meet them ,on that "ground; 
meet them seriously, and urge, that if a Mason may say. 
" Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch of 
polite lea.rniDg ; under the veil of its mysteries is compre
hended a regular system of science;" [ltlon. chap. 10. p, 
50; alao, Preston, book 2, sec. 4, and Free Mason's Li
bran), p. 165, the same words.] then may any man say, 
.. Benedict Arnold is a pattern of patriotism ;" Novided only, 
that if an honest man say it, he has.some honourable pur
pose to attain. This is. a terrible mistake in morals; mak
ing a good end justify unholy means; making virtU'e ad
vance by ,the help of vice; the majesty of heaven honour
ed by disobedience to the command, "thou shalt not· bear 
false witness;" the truth of God advanced by "our false
hood. The good gained under this system of discipline" 
will surely be ever like that acquired by its first wretched 
disciple, who in her shame replied: "Th~ serpent be~led 
me,' and I did eat." 

Weare short-sighted creatures, and may not presume to 
do wrong in the assurance of its glorifYing the Mighty One 
of S acob; and what is Free Masonry that we should do it 
for her! "The happiness of the world is the concern of 
him who is the' Lord and the 'Proprietor of it: 'nor do we 
know what we are' about when we endeavour to promote 
the good of mankind in any ways, but those which he has 
riirected, that is, in all ways not contrtlf'!1 to veracity Q'fId 
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jtutice."" And what is Free Muonry, that teaches men 
to promote the good of mankiDd in ways contrary to 
veracity 1 

I will not feat to show her calcl&u, to expose her trea
cherous memory, to point out her discrepancies, to 
set her prevarications in the light, to burden her with her 
own tales, and to overwhelm her with the multitude of 
her own splendid decorations and ludicrous pretensions. 
What is she, that she should be feared 1 Her followen 
are men, and she herself is less; them I will love, but not 
Free Muonry. Muonry is to the truth, what Mahomet is 
to the Messiah; and though it may be dangerous to Bay it 
in a mosque, and surrounded by turbaned Turks, it is ne
vertheless true, that the Arabian prophet was an impostor. 
Obsene _ a moment. 

.. His system was accommodated to the condition of a 
mingled population, composed of Pagans, Jews, and nomi
nal Christians. By complimenting Abraham and Moses, 
he beguiled the JeW; by conceding to th., Saviour the rank 
of a prophet, he seduced the degenerate Christian," aDd by 
a sensual paradise, he secured the Pagan •. 

"So the first love" of a Mason is here, "the handmaid 
and assistant" of the Christian religion, the infallible wit
ness of the fall of man, the deluge, the resUlTootion and 
the Trinity; in Asia she gives her heart and her hand alike 
to Mahomet, and· to Fo, and to Vishnu; she courts the 
Mandarin, the Cadi, and the Brahmin, with the same flat
tery of the Koran and the Shaster, which she lavishes upon 

. the Bible in Christendom: she claims Moses and the ls
raelites, the Evangelist John and Christians, Zoroaster and 
the worshippers of fire, Plato and the worshippera of the 
Batumian dynasty, Zopholet and the worshippen of cats, 
calves, and crocodiles, the Druids of Britain and Gaul, . 
the Turb and the Savages; and. promises them ~ and 
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all, ... good men and Muons, a welcome admittance into 
the Grand Lodge above, with the hope of a blessed immor
tality. 

"We hope With rood COIIIICieDCe tohe&ven to cliJllb, 
"And give Peter theJ1GlM'O"f,the grip, and 1M I\p." 

Am-Rema. 

If Mahomet published any impostUre more fatal, than 
this, I am ignorant of it; if any thing in nature is more in
consistent than this, I am ignorant of it; and if this is not 
Free Masonry, I am ignorant of Free Muonry. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Giving so'me U(:COVllt of tile sule?ml Cerf'11Wnies, lind ~ubli1nr. 
Word of a :JltUter MtUUTl. 

" To one thell I did straight apply 
.. Who wu a Muon Free, 

.. And told him plain, • I wiab to pin 
.. , The art of }ia8Onl,)".' "-&mg • 

.. Hail, secret art, by Hoaven designed 

.. To cultivate and cheer the mind; 

.. Thy aecrebl are to all unlmowD, 
.. But ~la&ons just- and true alooe." 

I HAVE not done with Fre~Masonry; nor can Ipl'omise, 
in further discussing the subject, to lay the manuscript be
fore impartial brethren. Hitherto its veracity hIlS been ap
proved by them after sufficient time for 11 careful perusal. 
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Having established. a character for fidelity to truth, which 
escapes a mistake in point of fact, I have confidence in the 
public to present the manuscript to my countrymen. Let 
them judge. 

The writer grows bold with Free Masonry, now he un 
, derstands it. At first, thinking it might have in itself reo 

deeming qualities unknown to the Master Mason, he fore
bore to censure much that was doubted. But having deep- -
Iy investigated. its history, its character, its claims, and its 
services, .he fears not to offend the less informed by frank 
declarations of truth, unqualified. with a single doubt of 
Free Masonry's containing a valuable mystery; any thing 
not revealed to all mankind. 

He has not gathered, neither will he gather. reproaches 
against the institution from the foes of FJ:ee MaSonry. His 
quotations have been, 'and shall be, from approved maso
nic writers; from treatises sanctioned. by the masonic repu
tation of their authors, and by the seal and recQmmenda
tio~ of the grand lodges and grand chapters, and by the 
signatures of most illustrious Free Masons. 

He does not select extravagant masonic writers; he quotes 
none unless they are sanctioned. by the highest authorities of 
Free Masonry. No, no; the 24th of June orations, though 
published by the request of the lodges, are not of-his choice 
touched; neither the endless variety of vain-glorious pre
tensions which float in vulgar breath thr(>ughout the land. 
The standard treatises of the craft, its· hooks of constitu
tions, its universal manuals, its renowned essays and histo
ries, are his chief authorities. Title and page is given, that 
all may see to their satisfaction. And, what is singular, 
every such work coming to hand is quoted. here, and the 
reader may know that Free Masonry furnishes no treatise 
without inimitable impressions of her own folly stamped 
upon its whimsical pages; no, not one. 

New Free Masun', Munitor, p. 157.-" Of the Mastet· 
Masun', Order." 

.• Of the three first orders of Mac;onry. viz. the "~tcr(>(1 
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Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason, the 
latter is by far the most sacred and solemn . 

.. By the apprentice's order is implied the first know
ledge of the God of nature in the earliest age of man. By 
the craftsman's order, reference is had to the Mosaic lega
tion~ ~d Solomon's temple at Jerusalem; as also to the 
light which men received for the discovery of thedWine wis
dom by geometrical solutiom; but the order of Master Ma
~ons is analogous to a dispensation which is by far more 
perfect and sublime."'" (See, also, Smith'8 l,Iwumry, p. 3.'1. 
and Hutrhinson, pp. 7.11. and 13.) 

.. Three principal steps in our ladder there be, 

.. A mystery to all but to thOll8 thatare Fru." 
Ahiman Reon, p. 123. 

'fhe three degree!! of Masonry are figurative, then, of 
three gracious dispensations; the one, that before the flood;· 
another, the Mosaic; and n third, the Christian· dispensa-
~oo! . 

This .. light which men received for the discovery of the 
divine wisdom by GEOMETRICAL SOLUTIONS," is a great se
cret! Truly," Masonry is the key-stone to aU ather arts 
and sciences." (New Mon. 189.) 

" The initiation into the two first orders is attended with 
rites of great solemnity; but those attached to the third 
degree are calculated to leave a far more lasting impres
sion on the mind, than thoJOle which belong to either of the 
precedi'ng. During the performance of these last ceremo
nies, of which none but those admitted to the degree of 
Master Mason can have any conception, the soul is struck 

* .. The knowledge of the God of Nature form8 f.lIe first estate of our 
profesaion; the worship of the Deity nndor the jewish law is described in 

.. the second stage of Masonry; and the Christian dispensation is distinguished 
in the last andh1ghut nnl"."-Hutchi7llrm', Sp. Mal. p. 17. 

Digitized by Goog Ie ... » 
" t 'b mArt 



88 .FREE • ..,SOKRY. 

with reverence, and all the spiritual faculties are called 
forth to worship and adoration. 

" This order is, therefore, a positive contradiction of those 
who know not God, and gives the most irrefragable proof 
of the resurrection of the body;"· even by main strength 
raising upon his feet one who makes believe dead! 0, 
illustrious proof! worthy of the art; .. whyche heeth the 
skyl1e of nature, the understandynge of the myghte that is 
therein, and its sondrye workynges." (Book of Oons. p. 
16. Pruton, b. 3. sec. 1. F. M. L. p.IO.) 

Those ceremonies, of which the stranger "can kave no 
conception, and which call forth the spiritual faculties to 
adoration and praise," relate to an exhibition as nearly al
lied to tragedy, as the mock heroic is to epic poetry. Both 
the Monitor and the Chart give the following account of 
this matter: "this section recites the historical traditions of 
the order, and presents to view a finished picture of the 
utmost consequen«<e to the fraternity. It exemplifies an 
instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, unpatalleled 
in the history of man." (Ohart, p. 36. F. M. L. p. 184. 
F. M. M. part I, chap. 9.) 

What is this unparal1eled instance of virtue, fortitude, and 
integrity 1 No more than is represented by. the Candi
date's dying in tragedia, .rather than give up the Master's 
word; which word, 0 Free Masonry! has not yet been 
intrusted to him, and which, when he gets it, proves not to 
be the word he died to save, but a substitute. 

This would,.be a very ridiculous affair, were it not solem
nized by funereal extracts from the Holy Scriptures, (Eccles. 
xii. 1-7,) always read on this occasion • 

.. Remember thy Creator in tbe days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no plea,<lure in them. 

* New F. M. Monitor, p. 153. 
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h While the sun, or the, light, or the moon, or dIe stars, 
be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain ~ 

" In the day when the keepers of the house shaD trem
ble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the 
grinders shall cease because they are few, and those that 
look out of the windows be darkened." 

"And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the 
sound of the grinding is low; and he shall rise up at the 
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music. shall be 
brought low: Also when they shall be afraid of that which 
is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree 
shall flourish, and the grasshopper be a burthen, and desire 
shall fail; because man goeth to his long home, and the 
mourners go about the streets: . 

" Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl 
be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the 
wheel broken at the cistern: then shall the dust return to 
the earth as it was, and the spirit unto God who gave it." 

Then is said the following prayer, found alike in the Mo
nitor, (po' 74.) and in the Chart, (p. 36.) (Manual, p. 144. 
F. M. L. p. 8'1.) and given in most Masonic works, as used 
in making a Master Mason. 

" Thou, 0 God I knowest our down sitting and up rising, 
and understandest our thought afar ott Shield and defend 
us from the evil attempts of our enemies, and support us 
under the trials and afHictions we are destined to endure, 
while travelling through this vale of tears. Man that is 
born of a woman is of few days and full of t~uble. He 
cometh forth as a flower and is cut down, he fleeth also as 
a shadow and contmueth not. Seeing his days are deter
mined, the number of his months is with thee, thou hast 

• appointed his bounds that he cannot' pass; turn from him 
that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his day. For 
there is hope of a tree if it be cut down, that it will sprout 
again, and that the. tender branch thereof will not cease. 
But man dieth and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the 
ghost. and where is he 1 As the watel'8 fail. and the flood 

1~ 
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decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down, and riseth not 
up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, 0 Lord I have 
compassion on the children of thy creation, administer 
them comfort in time of trouble, and save them with an 
everlasting salvation. 

" So mote it be. Amen." 
Considering that he who is to act the part of martyr, is 

made to kneel and hear this prayer without the possibility 
of knowing what is on either hand, or what is next to fol
low, one cannot help believing that the ghostly complexion 
of this solemn invocation, together with the extracts, U then 
shall the dust return to the dust," &c. is intended to make 
the candidate expect true horrors; to prepare his mind to 
meet the grim messenger in person. A~d there lies the 
fraud. Say to him : '" the Scripture and the prayer are only 
a part of the solemn farce;" and he would not be imposed 
upon; but to pray over him seriously, and to kill him farci
cally, is so mixing things dissimilar, that the novice is con
founded and imposed upon; he knows not what to make oftt. 

" Dum trepidat, animul huc iliac impeUitur." 

But not so with Him who is solemnly invoked as " under
standing our tJUJUgllt ofar off." God is a spirit not to be 
mocked with impunity. His holy word is made to take 
a part in this ridiculous farce; his holy name is profaned in 
the hypocritical service; is repeatedly taken in vain. 

The" representation," following the prayer, is called" a 
recitation of the historical tradition of the order;" a true 
account of events which happened ai the building of Solo
mon's temple, important to be known, and known only to 
the Master Mason. I have some objections to its, truth, 
drawn from its own inconsistency . 

.. "Thirty-six hundred ancient Master, were employed 
in building the temple;" how were these Masters without 

* See p. !4, of this volume. 
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the Master's word? (I speak to the initiated;) and if they 
had the MllIter's word, why did the ruffians assault the 
Grand Maner, to obtain what they would more likely, and 
with less hazard, wring from any of the 3,600, than from 
the widow's son. 

This is an important argument to IIhow the falsity of 
the tradition. All the Manuals of Free Masonry, in illus
trating the mark master's. degree, say, "that men of this 
degree at the erection of Solomon's temple, were enabled, 
without difficulty, to ascertain who was the faulty workman, 
in case any defect appeared in the work." 

Masons are never mark masters until after being made 
masters. And if there were masters and mark masters at 
the building of the temple, and superintending the work, 
what was their sign, token, grip and word? And what be
comes of the reiterated declaration, that Solomon and the 
Hirams were at that time the only Masters in the world 1 
We have 3,600 masters, and an unknown number of mark 
masters ;-and none but the three possessed of the master's 
word, &c.! As the Inspector General declares: 

.. Nil foit unquam 
.. Sic impar .wi." 

Never was any thing so contradictory. 
Suppose there were 3,600 ancient masters besides mark 

masters, as masonic tradition informs; and that the ruf· 
fians passed by them to assault the Grand Master; the first 
ruffian struck him with the working tool of an entered ap
prentiCe, on the sign of the apprentice's obligation ;' the se· 
cond, with the working tool of a fellow craft, gave his blow 
on the sign of the feUow craft's obligation; and the third 
gave his blow with the master's mall, and neither struck • 
twice, though death ensued. Add to this, that masonic 
tradition informs us, that these transactions happened at the 
East door, the South, and the West door of the temple; 
and that there was no door at the North, for a given reason. 

With respect to the doors, "The Sovereign Grand In· 
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spector General," (it is a mortal's name,) "Sublime Grand 
Master of the degree of Perfection," in Soutb Carolina, Dr. 
Frederic Dalcho, deigns to enlighten us of the blue degrees, 
with the following significant assuraJJCes: " In the histori
cal part of the -- - degree, it is generally said, that the 

[·.-]t .. • • • .,' • • • 
.. • [. if] placed themselves at the east, west, and 
south gates of the temple, and that there was no door on 
the north, for reasons which are given. ". - • . . . . . . . .. -
• • if • .. • - " This, my 
brethren, is another error; there was a gate on the north 
side of the temple,t but none on the west, because the S. 
S. was built there."§ 

Now, I would 110t betray the secret; but these blanks of 
the sublime master's leaving are chiefly for show. Those 
not filled in the margin are false blanks and stars, inserted 
for the better effect. 

"The present lJlnster's word of the ancient Masons, is 
to be found in no language that ever was used. It is, in 
fact, not a word, but merely a jumble of letters forming a 
sound without meaning. The manner in which the pris
tine word was lost, and the particular situation in which 
another was substituted, is too well known to you all for me 
to repeat. The 'first expressions of the fellow crafts, ac
cording to the system of the ancient Masons, were two 
Hebrew words, highly significant, and appropriate to the 
melancholy occasion. From the corruption of these the 
present word is formed. 

" The word of the Free and Accepted Masons is nearly 
in the same situation. Like the ancient Mason's, it is a 
word without meaning. It is the initials or acrostic of a 
Hebrew sentence, which is elegantly illustrative of the dis-

... Master'8. t Three fellow crafts. 
:!: See Ezekiel, chap. "iii. ? Dalcho's Orations, p. ~. 
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covery which was made by "the fellow crafts." (.Dalc1r.o, 
p.23.) 
~ch is the famous secret word. of a Master Mason in its 

emptineu of meaning, in its being a mere jumble of sounds, 
as every master knows; that it is such as Dr. Dalcho de
scribes, in its Hebrew original, and is a corruption of words 
"which do mean something, I am no Hebrew to confinn or 
deny. 

CHAPTER XV. 

The RuJ/it.Itu, or Fellow Crafts; and Dr.· Dalcho', Opiniml 
of the ~(Uter'8 Degree. 

" To aU who Masonry despise 
.. Thill ·coUIIIIIII I beet.ow : 

.. DciD't ridicule, if you, are wille, 
.. A lIIICfIItyoudou'tkaow."-.8I&iIntmRuon. 

SHOWING the inconsistencies of this tradition, I take up 
the circumstance leading to the adoption of a substitute 
for the lost word, and the facts "which give irrefragable 
proof of the resurrection of the body."*-New Free MOJI. 
Mon. p.l58. 

The resurrection of the deceased candidate is represent
ed with some variations, but when it is made with three dif
ferent grips, these are the grips of the three blue degrees, 
following each other in their ord~r; and, first, the skin fails, 

• .. The Muter MuoD repr_ta a man UDder the Chmtiau doctriDe 
.. ved from the grave of iniquity, aDd railed to the faith of Alvatioa."
llulcAinlon, p. 114. 
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and, afterwards, the Besh, and then the lion', patD (I speak 
'to the initiated,) brings about a most singular embrace of 
the corrupted corpse fourteen or fifteen days buried, " brel)St 
to breast, hand to back, and mouth to ear," with him giv
ing the raising grip; when these circumstances, so ab
horrent to truth, and ,to each other, are represented to have 
actually occurred in the case of the Grand Master Solo
mon, credulity revolts, our indignation rises at the mock 
gravity of the idle tale; a tale which, if true, were worth
less, and deserves no comment here, except as a thing self
exposed, to the credit of Free Masonry. 

The circumstances of finding the ruffians, or Cellow 
crafts, are artificial. The pursuers, only twelve in number, 
depart in triplets, east, west, north, and south, and return 
without success; threatened with death if they fail, they alone 
depart in triplets as before. The ruffians in a cavern are 
overheard with horrid imprecations, "Oh' that my throat 
had been cut across I" "Oh I that my heart had been 
torn from my naked left breyt!" "Oh I that my body 
had been severed in two!" And" the wise, the matchlesA 
Solomon," awarded to each his own imprecated destructiQn, 
with horrible circumstances known to the fraternity ! 

It is cruel, unnatural, and, 1 may add, false. No men, 
hardened in crime, were ever found together in a gloomy 
cavern repenting aloud over their transgressions, and re
proaching tkem8elVe8 in set terms for their foUy. " Grief 

, seeks to be alone~ and to vent its feelings in secret." They 
would separate, repenting; or, if together, they would be 
found reproaching, not each himself, as masonic tradition 

. says they were, but each the other, of the guilt. But if they 
were together in a gloomy cavern, repenting, as represent
ed, it is whoUy incredible that they should have been so 
particular in their imprecations, and yet 80 VariOUl; that 
each should have preferred a claim to death under circum
stances much more horrid and minute than 1 have repeated. 
without having the manner of one, similar to that of the 
other, in anyone material point! 
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I am interested in this part of the subject, because it is 
this part which is said to give sublimity to the master's 
depee; because this is the boasted history of events taking 
place at the building of the temple, which is important to 
be known, which the scriptures do not record, and which 
is carefully treasured in the faithful breasts of Free Masons. 
But it ~ not history; it is a contrivance of the imagination, 
no better calculated to gain credit in the reflecting mind, 
than the fable of Cadmus and the dragon . 

.. Longo caput extulit anf.zo 
.. Caeruleus serpens, horrendaque BibUa mmt. "-Ovid. 

The dragon slain, his teeth sown, armed men sprout up 
with StDord and spear. 

I am happy to find in the Sublime Master of the degree 
of Perfection, and Sovereign Inspector General; Dr. Dal
cho, an able supporter of my views. He, from his high 
throne in the East, pronounces the words" ridiculous" and 
.. false," in connexion with the traditions and ceremonies of 
this degree, in a way worth noticing . 

.. In the Master's degree, there is another inconsistency. 
The candidate is told that he represents Hiram Abiff, a 
man of the greatest masonic knowledge, and from whom 
no secret of the craft was hid. Yet a word is demand~d 
of him, of which he has no knowledge. The person whom 
he represents, had the mystic word, but how can the candi
date give what he never had? [A second Daniel come to 
judgment '] It certainly is an insult -to his feelings, as it 
makes him appear ridiculous; for it· sometimes happens, 
that he blunders upon one which excites laughter, and the 
solemnity of the occasion is thereby destroyed."· 

.. In the Master's degree, the cer~monies of initiation are 
designed to represent the circumstances which took place 

r 

* Dalcho'B Oration, p. ~. 
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in the temple, when our much respected Master 
~ • 11 11 11 

11 

11 

.. (The paragraph which is here omitted, related to a rio 
diculous, and highly improper ceremony, univenaDy ob
served at the initiation of a Blue- Master, and for which the 
mOlt trifling reasons are given.") Bravo I go on, Dr.; go 
on. (p.27.) .. Another circwnstance, my brethren, I beg 
leave to recall to your recoDection. It is the sprig of cas· 
sia, as it is generaDy tenned in our lodges, where we speak 
of its strong scent, &c. Cassia, my brethren, did not 
grow about Jerusalem." 

.. From these and many other errors which have unfor· 
tunately crept into the Blue degrees -." (p. 29.) 

" In short, aU the errors which have unfortunately crept 
into the Blue degrees --." (p. 31.) 

The two last paragraphs are quoted to show that this 
great MfUOR, to whom even the Royal Arch are only as 
grasshoppers, speaks familiarly and repeatedly of the .. rna· 
ny errors which have unfortunately crept into the Blue de
grees. " What follows is still more to my purpose. 

[DalchO'B OrationB, p. 43.] .. I have delivered to you 
such reflections as have occurred to me on the principles 
of the Masonic degrees. I have called in question the va
lidityof a number of circumstances, which I could 'not es· 
tablish satisfactorily to my own mind. That a story has 
been related, in one way, for a hundred years past, is not 
alone sufficient to stamp it with truth; it must carry on the 
face of it, the appearance of probability; and if it is a sub
ject which can be tried by evidence of authentic history, 
and by just reasoning from established data, it will never be 
received by an enlightened mind on the ipse dixit of anyone . 

.. I candidly confess, my respectable brethren, that I feel 
a very great degree of embarrassment, while I am relating 
to a minister of God's Holy Word, or to any other gentle. 
man of science, a .tory founded on tke grolleBt error. of 
aceumulated age.; error" whick tkey can prOtJe to'me to be 
md,.from ,lrfli facreil page. of Holy Writ, and.frora pro-
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fau lristory, wnlt61a by men of intepy ll1ul tplenls; aNi 
tlutJ, too, in a,fffinute after I luJve .olemnly prOOOUl&CtJd them 
to" undeni4bk trutb, even by that very Bib160n whicA I 
lume received their obligalion. " 

The author informs U8 in a note, that at the time of de
livering this oration, he was Master of Symbolic Lodge, No. 
8, South Carolina. He, as Master of the lodge. was eaU
ed at every initiation of a brother, to repeat to him this tra
dition of the third degree, so much accounted of by thc 
Monitor and Chart, and ordinary MaSons; and he candid
ly confesses: ~'I feel a v.ery great degree of embarrass
ment, while I am relating to a minister of God's Holy 
Word, or to any other gentleman of science, a story found
ed on the grossest errors of accumulated ages; errors 
which they can prove to me to be such in a mimae after I 
have .olemnly pronounced them to be undeniable trut"', 
even by that very Bible on which I have received their obli
gation." . 

'~ A second Daniel COlJ)e tojud@ment I )j(~, Jew'" 
It is my purpose largely to introduce the Orations 

of Qr. Dalcho, Sovereign Inspector Genera1, at a more ad
vanced stage of the work; when it will appear that his Ma
sonic knowledge, consequeqce, and authority, is sufficient 
to eclipse that of the Monitor, Chart, and, perhaps, the 
Book of Constitutions, put together. He is too honest to 
solemnly pronounce, unthout embarramnem, as undoubted
ly true, what an int~lIigent gentleman can in one minute af
ter prove to be false I AU our Masters of lodges do not 
know 80 much as Dr. Dalcho, and 80 assert" the grossest 
erron" from the enlightened East, with unshaken confi
dence in their truth. Dr. Dalcho loves Masonry, and I 
make one more e)[tract here for the benefit of the conclu
ding period. 

" Masonry is a subject for which I feel the highest ven~
ration. I have bestowed on it much time and attention, 
and from the correct information which I have obtained 
1i'om the sublime degrees, my labours have been amply re-

13 
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'Warded. .As ",ell mig'" ",e believe tAat ,lie .rm tf'afJd6 
round tlte etII'IA, i1l8tead 0/ the eartA round the lflii, (16 to 
believe in 'all tire incongruitiea, ",hieA 1aaae been ttlflgillo 

Maloti. in the Symbolic 1k8ree, (t1ae Lodgu..)" 

.. • Nil tit unquam 
.. • Tam ~ llihi .. -:-Hor.... , 

DakhD', 0ratiImI.p. 44 . 

I disclaim all sympathy with Mr. Dalcho in his veneration 
for Masonry. What correct information the subfilJle de
grees may atrord to satisfy'for " the gross errors and in
congr.uities" of. Masonry within the lodges, I leave it for the 
exalted to say,; but that we might as well believe the sun 
travels round the 'earth, as to believe the incongruities 
taught in the blue degrees, is perfectly within the sphere of 
my acquaintance, and is entitled to full ~edit. t 

·"n~Ihavebeen • 
.. And all their lligmlhave Hell; 
:' But whal.., are Inow WClll'\ WI, 
.. Theyafely in my breut IIbaIldwell."---.8/tiIRMRarm • . 

• lbe Dr.'. Horace read., Tam diapar; that in my handa, ,Bic impar. 
The irIeorIgruily is not equal to that of ihe blue derr-. 

t It is faiJ: to hear both sides. .. The third degree aflbrded a rioJa trea
sure of theoretical abd praatioal morality. eD&bling the candiclate to repia 
the im.,., of the divine • dIeim,' lIUIDOuDhvary dilIicalty. aDd -ae \be 
mount of God." Th. Grand Lodp of MalylaDd. b,. the Free Muon" 
~ibfU)', l'teface, p. 6. ' 
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CHAPTER XVI.· 

Lodge-work Imitated . 

.. 'TiIDOt impoIIiWe 
to Bat -. the wicbdeBt eailia" OD,the rrowut. 
.. May_ u .J, UpaVe, uj-. .. ·aHolute • 
.. /d ADplo; even 110 rsi.&y ADPo 
.. In rJl hia dr..mg, c:baracta, titlel, tbnDI,' 
.. Be all arab vi1Iaia; beli8ge it,royal pm-. 
.. flu U,., M u .... :-bat heia more. 
.. Had I .m0f8 name for badDea. "-Afmh.4f ~"'ict. 

THE degree of Masonry now under consideration, de
sones aIltbe- attention we caD dord it, 88 the utmost limit 
of ..ancient Masonry, 88 the highest step of all British Ma
aomy, and 88 the summit of the system Within the· lodges. 
NOlle of the 2000 lodges-of our land, no &aternity of Bri
tish Masons ever do, or can, open On a higher than the thircl 
degree. If these degreea be empty of aU truth, then are 
the lodges empty; I attempt to prove no more. 

Four fifths of the masonic bodies of our country lU'e 
lodges; and fOur fifths of our Masons never pus the mas
ter's degree; in some places more, in others less. Besides, 
none reach the .ubliIDe degrees without passing through the 
barren waste or the lodges; ud they of the chapters and 
eJlC8lDpments are no more delighted with. their. lIecrets, 
and discoveries, and mysteries, than 19ur masters are with 
theirs. 

Both the blue and mblime mas~rs seem, to their inferiors, 
to belong to th,t sort of men: 

.. WhOM ...... 
.. Do cream aDd IIWItie like a ItaIuliDt pqoJ, 
.. ADd do a wWIWJMIII_t.ertaiD, 
.. /d who lIboaIcl.y,l_ Sir Oracle, 
II AM .. l ... ,,.. ,.,,.. .. 6at*.'" 

" 
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Their very silence is a wonderful mystery to the simple; 
and knowing the full weight of this importance in the Mu
ter Mason, the writer C8QJlot attach any increased value to it 
in the higher degrees. But his peculiar business is with the 
lodges; of them he is "Competent to speak; with them he 
fears not to engage; reared by a pretended Solomon, they 
may be destined to r.JI before a true man without a name. 
Let them threaten, in the words of a great master: " The 
~ 0/ .ecret 1OCietie, .. not a common vengemu:e; 
it u tAs 1aid.dm Jire of lIJrath:" shall truth give back 1 

, " The vengeance of secret Societies u an it:reconcilable ven
geanee. and,oarcBly et)et" tlou it C6G8e the purBUit of its 
victima until it Aas BUn them immolated. " 

The writer has been educated in a school teaching the 
fear of GOd, and not the fear of $Ccret societies. It is too 
late to intiQUdate with high sounding words, or with dark 
insinuations, or with the e1fective operations of committees 
of safety. The public are awake upon this subject, and 
they will see it thoroughly sifted. Before boasting of their 
" victims," the invincibles may be taught the lesson in hard 
battle learned ! 

.. When Batan first knew paiD, 
" And wriLhcd him t.o and fro COIlvolv~;" 

That no weapon can prevail against trut~. no covering of 
fraud can resist the attack of truth: 

., But the nord 
.. or Michael from the armory of God , 
.. W ... given him, tempered 80, that neither keen 
" Nor IOlid might reaiBt that edge;" . 

Solomon is the reputed author of the present organiza
tion of Masonry in the lodges, and of Masonry in the 
chapters too; but since this latter is above me in degree, 
and still above me in comprehension, (for the difficulty of 
conceiving how an order,founded on the destruction and 
rebuilding of the temple, could have been organized in any 
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shape four hundred years and upwarda, befpre that destruc
tion was achieved:) I confine my remarks to the fonner, to 
Masonry in the lodges, and will draw from the incoDpuities 
or the system iUelf, fUrther arguments to prove that King 
Solomon knew no more of Free Masonry than did his fa
ther, ·King David. 

I preaont the leading tho""" whidl follow, for the consi
deratioa or the inYiRcibles of Free Muonry f the sJOqt hearted 
IUpporten of her grea&nel&, the men made dimeighted by 
the splendour of her gloriee, hoping that even' they will see, 
and feel, and confess the force of truth, and the absurdity of 
attempting to support a fabric 80 th~roughly rotten in all its 
timbers. 

What is the tradition 1 That Solomon and the two Hi
rams often retired to the secret vault of the temple for the 
study of Masonry. . 

How could this be 1 The King of Tyre had a great go
vernment at home to manage; he could not spend his 
months at Jerusalem, probably not less than 130 miles dis
tant; and post coaches did not ion on the roads of Galilee 
in that day; nor ,have kings been in the habit of visiting 
foreign parts without. a retinue, which forbids rapidity of 
motion: he could not go up, then, to lodge meetings at Je
rusalem, if they hm1 been mo" wortky 'OJ hiB attendance. 

How this affair is to be accommodated I know not; let 
the reader decide. 

SuppoSe it to be granted, however, that by the help of 
some wishing cap, belonging tel "the art of foresaying 
thiogs,"· King Hiram was often present at the meetings in 
the .secret vault. Suppose the three in lodge, King Hiram 
in the north, King Solomon in the we!!t, and the third in the 
north east. 

" Begin." 
., You begin. " 

... F. M. Library, p. 11. Book or Constitutions, p. 19. Preston, b. 3. 
II. l. 
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" What ought a Mason most to guard againit 1" 
" Cowens. " 
" You will do your duty." 
(Hereupon Hiram of Tyre is absent a -season.) 
" Most worshipful, the lodge is duly tyled." 
" In what manner 1" 
"By a good lock on the outer dbOr, key on.t.tte inside." 
(As there were no Master Masons in the world bpt these 

three, ·we will Dot feign any names for other usual parts 
in the ceremonies of modem lodges.) 

" Where is the place of the youngest man in the locJ.ae 1" 
" In the northeast, worshipful." 
" What are you there for, brother 1" 
" The better to watch the morning dawn, to call the men 

up early, and set them at work, that the king may be 
pleased with the progress of Masonry." 

'" Your brother's place here 1" 
" In the north, most worshipful. " 
" Your duty in the north, brother 1" 
" As the Aurora borealis shines out of the north, to teU 

of the night which overshadows the earth, so stand lin the 
no~h to be close by my brother in the northeast." 

" Has the. king a fixed place in the lodge 1" 
" He has."t 
., Please teU me where 1" 
.. In the west, brother." 
" What is his office in the west 1" 
., As my brother stands in the northeast to observe the 

morning dawn, so stands the king in the west to watch the 
departure of twilight, to put the men to bed as they come 
from work, having given them their suppers." 

'" Such is the prevailiDg form of the tradition. 

t .. Behold, lUI the IUD in the eaat doth arise, 
" The IIIIUIter the workmen and bireIDJf employs, 
.. The weet and the IOUth their aaiatance impart, 
.. T' embellish the fabric, and lItrenitben the art." 
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.. GlorioWl craft., which fi_ the mind, 
.. Sweet with harmony and love, 
.. Surely thou wert fiJat deeigned 
.. A foretaste of the joyubove. ~ 

103 

The MllS9n will say. "Pshaw I pshaw I all this was con
trived by Solomon. for the benefit of after generations, and 
not for his own use. They had no regular lodge of the 
modem kind until after the decease of one of the trio; then 
others were admitted, and these ceremonies were adopted." 

Here observe the injustice of imputing to the wisest man 
the erection of the senseless fabric of Free Masonry. Its. 
insignificant frivolity is unworthy of the meanest talents; 
and to cover its entire emptiness, or deep depravity, it takes \ 
Solomon for its author; thus (whether senseless or de
praved) putting contempt upon the character of Solomon, 
and upon the holy records in which his writings are found. 

I am far from saying these kinSS occupied the time pre
ciselyin the manner above mentioned; but I do say, that with
out occupying it in some such way, I know not, as Master 
Masons, what they were about. They had too much real 
business on their hands to come often together, and bandy 
words to and fro; and, ellCf3pt this, they could do nothing 
peculiar to Free Masonry; therefore masonic tradition ell'S 
in saying they often retired to the secret vault, &c. 

But soon death interrupted their sweet intercourse, and 
deranged their plana. For the particulars of this melan~ 
choly event, we are solely indebted to the perfect recollec
-tions of Free Masons for one hundred successive pera
tions; the extreme difficuliy of the thing only eilhanccil 
our high estimate of its value. 
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CHAPTER, KVll. 

1'he Inglorious Death of our Grand Master, Hiram Abif[. 

•• 0 DeIdamoaa! DwdemoDa! Dead? 
.. Dead'--()h! Oh! Oh !"......()IAeUo. 

IT is well known, that at the time we speak of, only 
three Master Masons blessed the earth; (the 3600 ancient 
masten and mark masters, being but a part of the ric im
par .. "bi, are not wanted now;) to these three alone the , 
master's word was known. I think there were 80,000 fel
low crafts employed upon the temple; my brethren will 
correct me if I am wrong. Certain of these took the bold 
resolution of extorting from the third man under the whole 
heavens, a man of piety, mercy, and integrity, what' did not 
belong to them; and these daring ones were stimulated to 
the nefarious deed by the fear of not regularly receiving 
the pay and emoluments of masters after leaving Jerusalem 
to travel in foreign parts. 

Their leading motive at first appears singular; they eouId 
not find means to be contented with a pay inferior to that 
of princes I And how did they propose to secure that pay? 
Being about to travel in foreign parts, they thought to 
make sure of master's pay, could they but obtain the mas· 
ter's word; that ineffable word t1urt /tad bef!1l handed doom 
through successive ages by tradition, and fD(lJI stiU "irible ;" 
the temple in the time St. Jerome Jlourished; the Shibboleth 
of Free Masonry, that blazed' out upon the tri!lDgle in the 
dark vault, so soon as the man '8 lamp wa. extinguished. A 

. wonderful name, known only to Solomon and the two Hi
rams; and yet it would help the fellow crafts travelling into 
foreign parts, to obtain master's wages' This is truly Free 
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DEATH OF THE GRAND MBTER. 105 

Masonry; the:art of finding new arts, and the way of win
ning the faculty of Abrac." 

With what think men excited by so high an aim, and 
bent on tbe dangerous enterprise of violently extorting 
from the grand master this precious word, would ann them
selves 1 Surely with a two foot rule! and a carpenter's 
square! and a common mallet 1 

They probably knew not how to use weapons of war; 
and, it being a premeditated assassination, time might have 
been lost in learning their use! swords and dirks are not 
mentioned among the utensils of that, age; so, as David 
met the champion of Gath with his shepherd's sling, they, 
with the implemenis of their art, hit the grand master, 
after shaking him heartily, over the back, or breast, or head, 
as it suited them, one blow each, and he died ;-verily, as the 
fool dies, so died our grand master! 

Without striking a blow, without making a struggle, with
out lifting a hand, without raising the least outcry, at noon 
day, (thy tradition is faithful, 0, Free Masonry I) in the 
midstof king Solomon's temple, our Grand Master feU be
neath the single and deadly stroke of 11 rule, a square, and 
a mallet, laid on by three of his menials!" What a won
der ! The Master of" the art of foresaying things," did not 
foresee his danger; the master of "the art of wonder-work
ing," did not even draw a magic circle; the master of "the 
way of winning the faculty of Abrac," did not utter a sylla
ble of magic, did not spit one mouthful of fire, did not make 
the slightest attempt to conjure a spirit to his rescue: but, 
alas! forgetful of all his masonic defences, he died; he 
basely died ! 

Why did not this man of authority rebuke with authori
ty the lony of the fellow crafts 1 Morgan could say, in his 
last moments, " If you talte my life, it will be more injury 
to you tlw:n alII can write or Bay ;" and there was the force 

'" Reader, this ia faithful to the tradition, however the tradition may be 
to the truth. 

14 
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of truth in that appeal; but the Grand Master had better 
been mum, than answer as he did in the weakness of his fear. 

Yet this answer, (not lawful for me to repeat,) which is 
too simple for a fellow craft to have given under reversed 
circumstances, which is only an humble entreaty to the ruf
fians, begging them to wait a time with patience, and (16-

pire to perfection by good worb, the Grand Master gave, 
(no doubt the Masonic aCcoWlt is correct,) three times 
mcceuively, without variation • 

.. Sic, sic juvat ire sub umbras." 

So, even 80, it pleased him to die. 

Why did he not utter one groan in "the Wliversal lan
guage of Masone?" 

Surely that would have restored their senses, and their 
reverence for the Most Excellent Grand Master. A short 
speech in that tongue might have calmed their fierce spi
rits. He was very much to blame for neglecting aU his 
means of defence. Ah, why not Uy "the facultie oft· 
Abrac," "the art of wonder-working," "and exhibit the 
power of the masonic word." Why did not he take up 
some implement of masonry, and parry a blow, if he could 
not strike one 1 

The ruffians set upon him, not in a company, but singly, 
and gave him ample time to bethink himself between their 
several assaults; but he, not having in mind" the art of 
foresaying thing. to come,"'" was surprised, "as if a man 
did flee from a lion and a bear met him," and flying under 
the stroke of the carpenter's square, he attempted to es
cape by the JVest,t where no door was, and fell Wlder the 
blow of the mallet: when, at the NortA, there was a door, 
and no r\lffian on that side of the temple! How faithful 

'* Book of Constitutions,p. 111. F. M. L. p. 11. 
t I wish to be very precise in the statement of facts; and as there is a di

venity in the traditions with respect to the door at which Hiram Abift' fell, 
it may be proper to state, that .. Jachin and Dou" nifieshecl the writer', 
memory on this topic.. . 
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-are thy traditions,O Free Masonry! And this is the exhi
bition of "an instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, 
unparalleled in the history of man." (Masonic Chart.) 
"An instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, seldom 
equalled, and never excelled, in the history of man!" (Mas. 
Monitor.) 

.. Hail, mylteriou.1 hail, ,lorioa Ma80Dry ! 

.. That makea a ever great and free."-F. N. L. p.3a!. 

The manner of first receiving the master's grip, and the 
accompanying five points offellowship, is easily recollected 
by every master mason; and when it is considered that the 
first performers of this singular ceremony, were no less 
persons than Solomon, king of Israel, and the corpse of a 
man now 14 or 15 days dead, a corpse so far cluinged tllat 
the fellow crafts who opened the grave were compelled, ott 

.first coming to the body, to give a signi.ftcant sign of its mor
tified state, the most credulous must see that the tradition 
smells of falsehood, and is utterly shocking to common 
sense. 

.. MortU& quin etiam jlllliebat corpora vivis, 
"Componena manibuaque manus, atque oribul ora 
.. Complexuin miaero."-"£n. vili.438. 

" The living and the dead, at his command, 
.. Were coupled tace to tace, and hand to hand. "-Dry4m. 

¥ et it has been repeated for years, and win be repeated 
for years to come, by men of understanding, to curious 
novices, with perfect gravity, and with solemn and reitera
ted" assurances of its undeniable truth !"~ It may, how
ever, be hoped there win in future be some choking, when 
they give to the candidate the lion's paw . and the jive 
points of feUotoship. 

Such are the" incongruities" of the historical tradition 
belonging to the sublime degree of master mason; enough, 
it must be confessed, to justify the" embarrassment" of our 

,. Dalcho, p. 44. 
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"Sovereign Inspector General;" while he, as master 
ef a lodge, might be relating it "to a minister of the 
holy word, or to any other gentleman of science;" enough 
to justify his honest exc1amation, ".As well might we be
lieve that the sun travels rOU7ld the earth, instead of the 
earth around the sun, as to believe in all the incongruities 
which have been (and are) taught to masons in the symbo
lic degrees. " 

--" Nil Cuit uuquam 
.. Sic impar llihi." 

Never Willi any thing so contradictory. (Dalcho'8 Ora
tion8, p. 55.) 

Thus I have treated of different topics in the most im
portant, and only important tradition of masonry within 
the lodges, in the order they have occurred, and not in the 
order of their relation or accidence; for I would not seem 
unnecessarily to !.lay any thing, by which the empty tales 
and pretended mysteries of the order should be, in propria 
per8ona, exhibited to view; and this, not for the sake of 
vain masonry, but for the sake of those obligations, which, 
blindfold, were taken, and ought to be kept with the eyes 
open. Masons who recollect the story, will, with little 
labour, understand these comments, and easily yield to 
their accuracy and fidelity. 

But suppose every idle word of this "story, founded on 
the grossest errors of accumulated ages,"" were history, 
what would the whole be worth, brother 1 . The sitting up 
of nights to learn 1 the monthly assembling to repeat 1 the 
laughable simplicity to admire 1 Children have a play per
formed by the repetition of fearful words with the eyes 
shut in a lonely room, which has an effect a thousand times 
more impressive than, not to say this tradition, but than all 
the jargon of the sublime degree put together. 

* Sov.11I8. GeD. Dr. Dalcbo,&c. 
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Old grandfather pey-beard, 
WithouUooth or tongue, lc. 

109 

But suppose the tale, entire, or in one of its puts, were 
as true as that the earth revolves round the sun, what is it 
worth 1 We have seen its total want of ingenuity in the 
contrivance, and of wit in the result; it is no better calcu
lated to excite deep emotions, thnn the palsy to animate the 
dying frame; its efforts to be solemn are too shallow to 
affect the heart of a child; and, altogether, it is like to the 
~cient master's word, which, in the language of our Sove
reign Grand Inspector General, " is, in fact, not a word, but 
merely a jumble of letters forming a sound without mean
ing." (DakAQ's Ora. p.22.) 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

.. Pray, where are your tools, 

.. Your liDe and plumb rules? 
.. Eacb man to bis work let bim Btand, boy~ ; 

.. Work BOlid and Bure, 

.. U prigbt and II8C1lre, 
.. And your building be aure will bo BtrOng, boys.'· 

H.\ V ING completed an examination of the several degrees 
of Masonry within' the lodges, in relation to their preten
sions individually, I propose now to review them collec
tively. 

The three degrees are emblematic of three divine dispen
sations of grace, the Antediluvian, the Mosaic, and the 
Christian. (NetD Mon. Smith, cf HutchinBon.) 

" The first degree inculcates the religion of naturp., th~ 
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existence of a God, and our duty to him, and to our fellow 
men." Its moral lessons are generally excellent in their 
selection, and plain in their application. All their excel
lence, however, is as free of Masonry as the cloak is free of. 
the back it covers; it forms no part of the man, nor does 
the character of the wearer affect the value of the cloak. 
Masonry has adopted many perfect rules of conduct; but 
they will live when she is dead; they will feel no pang when 
she expires. . 

The mockery of truth and Heaven, by the prayer found 
in the Book of Constitutions, and Monitor, and Chart, as 
already quoted; which is found also in Calcott's Disquisi
tions, p. 199. "Endue him with divine wisdom, that he 
may, with the secrets of Masonry, be able to unfold the 
mysteries of Godliness and Christianity;" found also in the 
Masonic Manual,p. 137., is a presumptuous and deceitful 
supplication, as every novice does seriously fear by the end 
of the first lodge night. 

But, bid on all hands to smother his fears, and to advance 
to the sublime degree of a MfJlter Mason,· before he in
dulges his disappointment, the candidate becomes a fcJ)ow 
craft. 

I This is the degree which treats of the five senses, the five 
orders of architecture, and the seven liberal arts and sci
ences, if we can believe the testimony of the Chart, Moni
tors of all descriptions, Manual of Masonry from p. 169. to 
189., and Preston 62. to 72., and Book of Cons. S. C. p. 62. 
to 85., and F. M. Library, 165. to ISO.; and contains espe
cially, that singular art of discovering divine truth by geo
metriea1solutions. (New Mon. p. 157.) 

Summing up the particulars taught in this degree, Mr. 
Preston gravely adds: "Besides a complete theory of phi
losophy and physics, this lecture contains a regular system 

* This i. the com.mon term among masonic anthon for the third depee. 
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of science, demonstrated on the clearest principles, and es
tablished on the firmest foundation."· 

Morals in the first degree, physics, and all the arts and 
sciences, in the second, or fellow craft's degree, history 
alone is left for the master's degree; and Masonry, being 
"wisely planned to please the accomplished scholar," 
(Mon., Preston cj- Co.) in this degree, "recites the tradi
tions of the order, and presents to view a finished picture 
of the utmost consequence to the fraternity;" viz. that" in-

. stance of virtue, fortitude and integrity" exhibited in the 
death of Hiram Abitf. 

All this is done in the three first degrees, it would seem, 
by the words of these masonic authors; what is left for the 
remaining degrees to teach 1 We have the mark master's 
next; suppose that teaches "the universal language which 
sunived the confusion of Shinar, (i. e. Babel,) and, to our 
great consolation, has been handed down to posterity. "t 
(Hutchinson's Sp. of Masonry, p.6. and 131.) 

The alphabet of this strange tongue would be enough, 
perhaps, for the mark degree; ond as even that is not 
taught in tbe lodges, it would seem inexcusable to post
pone it longer. 

The past master's degree may teach the grammar of the 
same tongue. The most excellent masters will translate a 
little, the royal arch will pursue the same study for aught 
I see, in the want of something else to do, and the royal 

'" Book of COBBLB. C. p. 85. F.M.Library,p.178.lI&Dleworda. 
t " Traditioo wo.lld deliver down the doctrines of our fint pareutB with 

the utmost truth and certaiuty, wbilat the Antediluvians enjoyed the lon
gevityor which the books of Moaea give evidence; but when men came to 
multiply on the earth, and were dispersed to the distant regiona of the 
globe, then the inestimable leaomrof ItKOWLJ:DOI! and TaUTB taught by the 
first men, fell into confillliOD &Ild corruption, and were retained pure, and 
in perfectioa, but by fe". Those few, to our great consolation, havehuad
ad them down to after ages; they also retained the univerallanguage, un
corrupted with the confusion of the plains of Shinar, and preserved it to 
posterity."-Htllc1timon', Sp. Hal. 
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master's and the f4el¥"ct ma~tex's degreex are yet 0.0 «'OIDe ~ 
and a whole lot of sublime and ineffable degrees. 

Perfect Master. 
Intimate Secretary. 
l'rovost and Judge. 
Intendent of the Buildings. 
Eketed Knights of 9. 
IIlm;trieuxElt'cted of 1 f). 
Suhlime Knight Ekcted. 
Grand Mastc:x Axchiteet. 
Perfection. 

One would suppose it were time to stop at this degT¥"e, 
but it is numbered in the list of the Sov. Ins. General only 
14; and 19 degrees lie beyond perfection! This is genuine 
f:'ree Masonry, that began before time, and reachelfperfec
g.ion before it is half finished 

CC ... H.«." of ttL¥" Eas&. 
Princ,: of Jerusz.,lem. 
Priece of Mnxcy. 
Knight of thi: Sen, &«;. &c. to the 
33d Degree. entitled. Sovereign Grand Imipe:5to, 

GeneraL 
But even this is not enough. "Besides those degrees 

which are in regular succession, most of the inspectors are 
posression of a number of detached degrees, given in 

diftbreot partr of th:· world; end which they generally com
trnJlHicete free of expeHse to thosi' b,ethE'en who are advan-
eed them, such as sekct Masons of 
27, and the: I'mch, a8 giyen under the {:"mnitutTIor* 
Dublin; E'ix rlegrees of Me~onrio d'Adoption, CE'~mfagnox* 
Ecossais, Le Maitre Ec08E'ais, Ii' Grand M"itro Eoos 
sais, &c. &c. making in the aggregate 53 degrei:s." (Dal· 
cho's Orations, p. 80.) 

Shall we laugh, or shall we weep 1 Ridicule loses its 
edge when in contact with a matter 19 degrees above per-

b,'sides collateral degrees. I have no 
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heart to laugh. Well said the psalmist in his haste, 
" AU men are liars. " Yea, and 

.. Wlur.t man, aeeiug this, 
.. And having human feelinga, does not bluall 
.. And hang his head, to think himself a man." 

Yet to weep over human folly is of little use : our sym
pathy is misplaced, and the evil rarely corrected. Better 
laugh it down where we can. No subject was ever fitter 
for this kind of treatment than Free Masonry. The ge
nius of Cervantes and of Butler would find in it ample scope 
for exercise. 

.. In an the fi.bric 
"You Ihallsee not one atone, nor a brick, 
.. But an of wood, by powerful spell 
" Of magic. made impregnable: 
.. There's neither iron bar nor gate, 
., Porteullis, chain, nor bolt, nor grate, 
II And yet men durance there abide, 
"In dUDgecma scarce t.\Iree inches wide; 
.. In circle magical confined, 
.. With walls of subtle air and wind. "'Ie 

What can Masons be employed in learning on these 
higher degrees? What, above the third degree? They 
have mastered natural religion and moral philosophy, in 
the first; all the liberal arts and sciences in the se
cond; and are furnished with an ample specimen of 
the faithfulness of "masonic tradition in the third. Now 
what should they go higher for? What can they learn 
when exalted 1 They must be out of matter and mind be
fore they reach the 7th degree, were each degree as im
portant as the first and second. What can they be doing 
in the sublime degrees? Not reviewing the studies of the· 
lower degrees, surely, for it is impossible to review what 

'" Hudibras' Enchanted Castle. 

15 
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lias never been examined. It is difficult to conceive what 
they are doing, unless they are helping the lodges, as 
Harry and Dick were helping John to do nothing. 

It must strike everyone as mysterious, that all the liberal 
arl, and sciences should be huddled into one degree of Ma
smary, and that the ,econd. With proper economy they might 
have been distributed among the 33 or 53 degrees of the 
order, and have served 11 valuable purpose as preteruions; 
but, crowded together where they are, they choke our cre
dulity with their prodigious bulk, and leave the superior de
grees destitute of the semblance of an art or science to 
support life and character. This shows that the higher de
grees are illegi~ate children, having a shelter under the 
paternal roof, but not a cent of the inheritance. 

And now, reader, we have travelled through the lodges, 
with a ·short flight to the sublime degrees, carefully inspect
ing the pretensions of Free Masonry, and exposing her va
nity and emptiness. 

And where is the knowledge given, thedeBire of whicb 
the eandidate for Masonry is made to say, prompts him to 
seek admission to the lodge 1-(Book of Cons. of Mass. 
p.4.) 

"Masonry is a progressive science." (Preston. Webb's 
Monitor, chap. 10. F. M. Library, p. 165, &0. &e.) The 
thing we have examined together, dear reader, a science! 
Who would have thought it, had not the books repeatedly 
assured us of the fact 1 "It beeth the skylle of nature, 
the understoneying of the mygbte that is hereinne, and its 
sondrye workyngei;" .. the arte of fyndynge new artes, 
which arte the first Masonnes receaved ftomme Godde, by 
which they findeth whatte artes hem plesethe, and the trew 
waye of techynge the same." (Book of Com. of Mass. 
pp. 15. and 19. F. M. Library, pp. 9. and II., PrestO'll, 
b. 3. sec. I.) 

Masonry includes within its circle almost ellery branch of 
polite learning; under the veil of its mysteries is compre
Aeritle4 " re~ B!J!tem of SNenff.'. Thi!l is not falsely 
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mocking Free Masonry, but these are her own words, flItt 
published in the llJustrations of Masonry, book 2. sec. 4. 
copied by Webb, with the sanction of the Grand Chapter 
of R. I. (Webb', Monitor, chap. 10. p. 50.) and inserted in 
the Free MtUon', Library, p. 165. with ihe sanction of 
the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 

Nor does Free Masonry leave to blind conjecture the cir
cle of polite learning included within ~~r lectures. She 
kindly enumerates in her official records, "the artes agri
cuhura, arehitectura, astronomia, geometria, numeres, mu. 
sica, poesie, kymistrie, government, and religionne." (Free 
MUllon', Libraryj, p. 10. Book of Comt. of MUll,. p. 16. or 
17.) Also," grammar, rhetoric, and logic." (Hardie" Mon. 
Webb', Mon. Tapnehill's Manual. Cross's Chart, &c. 
and the F.M. Li!wary,p.174.) 

Neither does her amiable condescension forsakc us here. 
What man, without her kind aid, could gucss ~e nature of 
tbat.regular system of science comprehen«Jed'(lnder '-De veil 
of Iter ray,terie, ? Her circle of polite learning migh~ have 
been, in 80IPe part, within the scope of human calculation; 
mus;.ca and poesie, not to mention agricultura and rely
l!Yonne; but only the art of finding nett1 ari8 could toJI UB 

the ayl$te.m of science whieh follows, viz. "The arte of ~n· 
derwurkinge, and of foresaying things to come, the way of 
wirulinge tile fac~hie of Abrac, (!llagi~,) the skill of be
CQlJling gude and parfyghte withouten the holpynges of 
fere and hope, the uniyel1lalle l~age of M~nes." 
We ".U8t believe an this, since she ~r8elf SQJemnly de
clares it in tile aoole of Oons. of MUll,. p •• 9. .f. ¥.- -fA
~, p. 11.; Hardie', Mo,a#qr; Calcott's Pill~; 
lIMtC4u,.on's spirit of MUllonry; Preston', IUustratimuoj 
MtUonry. b. 3. s. 1., and in Greenleaf" Brief 111-qUirv, p. 8S1. 
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CHAPTER XIX . 

.. Come then, brethren, lead along 
" Social rites and mynic long! 
.. Tho' nor Madam, Mia, nor Be9l!. 
" Could our myst'ries ever guess ; 
.. Nor could ever loarned divine 
.. Sacred Masonry define; 
.. Round our order close we bind, 
" Laws of love to all mankind; 
" Thus like elves in mystic ring, 
.. Merry Masons drink and sing:' 

" A LODGE is a place where Masons assemble and work; 
hence that assembly, or duly organized society of Masons, 
is called a lodge, if. and every brother ought to belong to ~)fie, 
and be subject to its by-laws anrl general regulations. 

"A lodge ought to assemble for work at least once in 
every calendar munth, anrl must consist of one master, two 
wardens, (senior and junior,) one MHcrP-tary, one treasurer, 
two deacons, one or more stewards, a tyler, and as many 
members as the master and the majority of the lodge shall
think proper; although more than forty or fifty are gene
rally found inconvenient for workmg to advantage; and, 
therefore, when a lodge comes to be numerous, some of 
the ablest master workmen, and others under their direc
tion, will obtain leave to separate, and apply to the grand 
lodge for a warrant to work by themselves, in order to the 
advancement of the craft. 

" Every member of a working lodge should be a Master 
Mason. "-Book of Cons. pp. 42, 43. 

• "So, the word church is expre.ive both of the congregation and the 
place of wonhip."-Book of CmI. p. 42. 
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The duty of the several officers, chosen annually, is next 
defined at length. 

" The master has it in special charge, to see that all the 
by-laws of his lodge, as weD as the general regulations 
from the grand lodge, be duly observed, that his wardens 
discharge their office faithfully," &c. &c.-Book of Cems. 
p.44. 

He has the general authority of president of a society. 

"0), THE WARDENS 0)' A LODGE • 

.• None but Master Masons can be wardens of a lodge • 

.. The senior warden succeeds to all the duties of ~e mas
ter, and fills the chair, when he is absent." 

" The business of the wardens in the lodge is, generally 
. to assist the master in conducting the business, and mana
ging the craft, in due form and order, when the master is 
present. "-Book of COni. pp. 46,47. 

The secretary and treasurer perform the duties usually 
implied in their offices. 

"OF THE DEACONS 0)' A LODGE. 

" The deacons are to assist the wardens in the execution 
of their duty, to examine and welcome visiting brethreo, to 
prepare candidates, and to perform such other services all 
are 888igned them. 

" STEW4RD • 

.. The stewa.rds are to provide refreshment, and make a 
regUlar report of the expe~se to the treasurer, and. to see 
that the regalia (furniture) of the lodge are in good order. 
and always ready for use. 

"01' THE TYLER 0)' A LODGE. 

" In order that due decorum be observed, while the lodge 
is engaged in what is serious and solemn, and for the pre
servation of secresy and good harmony, a brother who is 
skilled in the """"', part, shall be appointed and paid for 
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'yling the lodge door during the time of communication." 
Book of Con,. pp. 49, 50. 

Such are the materials of a Lodge of Master Masons, 
for each of the three fint degrees constitutes a lodge by it
self: The apprentices' lodge is , free to fellows and mas
ters; the fellow crafts' looge is fr/*l to masters, while ap
prentices are excluded; and the masters' lodge excludes 
both apprentices and fellows, until they are raised, accord
ing to the ancient usages, to the ,ublime degree of a masle?' 
mason, Members of chapters, encampments, councils, &c. 
&e., must of necessity have reached the upper degrees by 
passing regularly through the lower; and as all above have 
a right in the degrees helow, they may visit in, and be 
members of lodges of master masons. But observe, that 
none can open a mllstf>r', lodge on a degree above the 
third degree in Masonry. 

The degrees above are a late invention, and belong to 
the chapters, &c.; with them I have nothing to do :-let 
them live; the three first degrees, which are embodied 
in lodges, and governed by the officers here explained, are 
alone under consideration. 

The lodges thus constituted, nnel required " to assemble 
for work at least once in every calendar month," (ConI. p, 
42.) do nothing unknown to the public except during com
munication. The season of communication opens and clo
ses with ceremonies, improper for a Mason to discover, be
cause he has' bound himself by oath not to discOl'er them 
except to a brother Mason. But no doubt I may copy 
from the Free Mnson's Monitor. 

"To conduct (these ceremonies) with propriety ought to 
be the peculiar study of every Mason, especially of those 
who have the honour to rule in our assemblies. 

" From a share in (them) no Mason can be exempted. It 
is a general concern in which all mnst assist This '(cere
mony of opening the lodge) is the first request of the mas
t('r, nnd the prelude to all businCfls, No sooner has it been 
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signiJied, than every officer repairs to his station, and the 
brethren rank according to their degrecs, (lst, 2d,3d deg.) 

" The intent of the meeting be,comes the sole· object of 
attention, and the mind is insensibly drawnJrom those indis
criminate subjects of conversation which are apt to intrude 
~n our leSs'serious moments." (F. M. Mon. part 1. ch.5· 
Preaton, b. 2. sec. 3.) , 

We have noticed in Lancasterian, and Monitorial, and in 
infants' schools, at a stroke of the master's bell, the whole 
school rise, and at a word extend the right arm smartly, and 
then the left: with a finger touch the right ear, then the 
left cheek: then clap their hands merrily. Thia was the 
prelude to some business, and served the purpose of gain
ing the attention of the children. Its striking similarity, 
both in manner and design, to the masODicceremonies of 
opening and closing the lodges of the ddferent degrees, 
would induce one to think it must have been adopted from 
the lodges into the schools; but in the schools it has an im
provement in respect to simplicity, nnd in being a prelude 
to business of imporlance. 

A lodge of masters does never regularly open on the third 
degree, until after having ceremoniously opened and closed 
the two preceding. In this way apprentices Itnd fellow 
eraftaare regularly paid their wages and dismissM, leaving 
the masters to themselves. But any business properly be
longing to a particular degree, is done while the lodge is 
open on that degree, that aU interested may have lln op
portunity to act. 

What can the lodges be doing onc night in a month? 
Every society, whether of agriculturists, mechanics, or 

philanthropists, will find something to entertain and engage 
them when they meet in conclave. They have by-laws to 
make and repeal, and enforce and waive; and so have the 
lodges. They have each peculiar interests to look after . 
. Masonry has hers, and takes this opportunity to drill her 
votaries on the manual exercises of the craft, by which one 
is enabled to prove, and to prove himself, a brother; em-
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bracing the pass-words, signs, tokens, words, grips, due 
guards, &C.; also, to instruct her sons in her catechism, 
and her emblems, (if time permits,) and in her tradition.'" 

She deals in this kind of lore, which is in some of its 
parts good; but as a whole, is empty; is no better, as one 
says, than teaching to put away folly and sin by the emblem 
of a pair of snuffers, which (in the style of the Monitor) 
are used by operative Masons for the purpose of topping a 
light to increase its brilliancy: "but we, (U speculative Ma-
80718, we them for the more noble and gloriOUB purpo,e" of 
topping our vanity, that the light of our honest example 
may the more brilliantly shine to the glory of the craft, 
which knows how to derive the sublimest morals from the 
trowel and the hammer, the plumb-line and the hand-saw. 

These things would not keep men together long even
ings once in a month, nor bring them together, only as they 
se"e another tum. In the lodge the politician gains in
fluence, the tradesman makes friends and customers, the 
mechanic secures employers, and various minds in various 
callings meet and communicate upon various interests, with 
a good degree of freedom, and confidence, and social plea
sure. They pay no more respect to vain Masonry than this ;. 
she brings them together, and helps them each to gain his 
own ends, only demanding from him in return, that atten
tion to her forms and ceremonies which is necessary to her 
existence, and that they give. It is a school of discipline 
to the ambitious; an apology for an entertainment to the 
convivial ; and a distinguished opportunity for the selfish, as 
well as a season of recreation to the labourer. 

To initiate, pass, and raise candidates for the different de
grees, takes up no small part of the time of twelve el;enings 
in a year. For then' all the ceremonies and emblems, &c. 
att.ached to the degree must properly be repeated and exhi
bited to the novice; and these ceremonies arc so long as 

---_._------ - - ._-------------------.-
~ A view of the catechi~m and tradition are 8eCD ill 0 third degrc". 
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to be quite tedious, were it not for the interest felt in obser,,· 
ing t~eir effect on the candidate: as a jockey 1\;0, some
times, when purchasing a strange hor!lc, suddenly bray 60(1 

in his face to test his courage . 

.. In lodges I have beeo, 

.. And aU their rites have seen," &c. 

It will not seem strange to the reader, that the time should 
be fully taken up with these things one evening in a month, 
when he recollects, that Masonry intrusts nothing to wri· 
ting which relates to her numerous signs,- tokens, &c. and 
to her varied ~atechisms and lectures, and to her tradition. 

It must aU be learned by dictation, and that is no small 
affair, especially when it is considered how much inore diffi
cult to commit a 3enseless thing is, than any matter of com
mon sense, and of impressive import.. 

Few men, having on hand the usual cares oflife, can afford 
time for the tedious operation; but young minds, aspiring 
to the official stations or the lodge, and to be distinguished 
in the crowd on some public occasion, as great, Masons, 
apply themselves to the task, day by day, and night after 
night, and make suitable proficiency. 

This is called lecturing, because the advanced Mason dic
tates while the others learn. 

I hope it is no breach of trust in me, no contempt of my 
masonic obligations, to say, that the rehearsal of tllne 
,Ilings, accompanied by the exercise of tIle manual, consti
tutes that business in modern lodges signified by the word 
work-work over which the ml!oSter presides, and in which 
all the br~thren assist. The term makes an important figure 
in the treatises on Masonry; and while every one may 
know, from the stillness or the lodge room, that the temple 
of the lodges, like that or our ancient grand masier, is 
erected without the sound of a hammer; and from the state 
of the room after the lodge have retired, that no rubbish is 
there sufficient to conceal the baseness of any improperly 

16 
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aspiring fellow erafts of this generation; and so, that the 
term work, as used by modem artists, must have a significa
tion di1f~nt from its common acceptation; yet one would 
searcel)' suspect it had an application so very humble, as to 
.ignify the dictation or repetition of the masonic catechism, 
and the rehearsal of all those senseless peculiarities by 
which Masonry entwines her votaries of· every country in 
one mystic band; but it does mean neither more nor less. 

I have pleasure, for the sake of my friends in the lodges, 
of stating one other employment which much better occu
pies a portion of their. time. It is the exercise of that 
grace which cover.s a multitude of sins. The fees of ad
mission are not uniform throughout the country, but they 
every where amount to a large sum, a part of which goes 
to erect and to furnish the hall, to purchase the regalia, 
&c., and another part to support and comfort poor widows 
and orphans of Masons. This is a charity confined to it.~ 

circle, and useful there; and though limited in its opera
tions, and sometimes pe"erted from its course, it does go 
far to engage friends of a pure purpose to the support of 
the "institution, go far to cover the nakedness of the lodges, 
and may 8e"e as an open door for any to escape whole 
from the tottering edifice who will; but as true charity is 
not dependent upon any invention of man, it is unneces
sary, for its sake, to sacrifice immutable truth to Free Ma
-nry. 

[The reader may recollect the anecdote of the charity 
fond of the Grand Lodge of England building in part the 
splendid Masons' Hall, London: and also, the remains of 
Col. Webb, brought from Ohio, and buried, at great expense t, the le»dges.] 
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CHAPTER XX. 

it .. R. 26. 193. Brick and Mortar origin of the "Divipe 
Craft·" 

.. fJaUl\Iaaonry! thou craft divine ! 

.. Glory of earth, from heaven revealed ! 
"Which doth with jewela precioua shine, 
.. From all but Muons' eyes concealed." 

Calt:oU'. DilpUitionl, p.!S1. 

IT is important to the truth, that clear proof be furnished· 
of the brick and mortar origin of the "divine craft ,n that 
~ithin a hundred years, it has assumed its heavenly charac
ter, has exalted itself above all principalities of the earth., 
and now spurns its honest progeniton. 

The high claims have come in abf.Uldanee; now follow 
some extracts of a more humble character. They are taken 
from an ancient author, already quoted in these pages, and 
again to be quoted, Lawrence Dermott, whose work has 

. high celebrity among Masons, and is entitled, "Ahlman 
Rezon," the most truly masonic name of any author I have 
read. ... The edition I use, was printed in London, 1764. 
The author assures us, in his preface, p. 15. "In the follow. 
ing sheets, I have inserted nothing, but what are undeniable 
truths. " He is qot so desperate a foe to truth as some. He 
sides with the ancient, in distinction from the modem Ma
sons, and has not all the extravagance of the " young archi-

* From this, the Book of Censtitutions of South Carolina is called .. Ahl
man Rezon;" and the second title of the F. M. Library, whicllis the Book 
of ConatitutiODl of Maryland, is" Ahiman Rezon i" .. The F. M. L. and (U.. 

!\era! Ahlman Rezon." 

-.. ,. - . .--. 
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teets," who wished to have dispensed with wearing aprons; 
but he is not destitute of great merit as a pretender. I fi~d 
the" New Monitor" indebted to him for the,passage quoted; 

... TheveryeneInies of Free Masonry, must own, that it is 
the most renowned society that ever was, is now, or perhaps 
ever will be, upon earth, as the following true description 
,will clearly show: 

.. Hail migbty ART-gracioUi gift of heaven, 

.. To aid mankind by our Creator given : 

.. 'Twas you alone which gave the ark ita form, 

.. That Bl,ved the faithful from.the impendiDg IItorm," &C. 

True as Free Masonry. 
The lines are too wretched to be endured, and yet the 

. sentiment deserves notice, especially as, in conclusion, he 
adds," But methinks I hear some say, if Free Masonry be 
-such, the brotherhood are the happiest men living;" and he 
would have us conclude that they are • 

.. A heavenly ark, to show God .ved the lives 
.. Of Muou foti, likewiae their happy wives." 

(Noah ad hi. fAmily.) 
.. Such are the blclssingB of each time and _0, 
.. Which God has promiBed to the master Mason •• 

At the end of these prof8J!e lines, he has the following: 
" None but strangers to the craft, and ungenerous eneInies 
to good society, will doubt the veracity of what is here in
serted concerning Free Masonry." But let not the reader 
be out of conceit of this Ahiman ReZOD; it is one of the least 
offensive, on the whole, of any masonic treatise I have read, 
and gives the following-

• Masonic poeta havo followed the opinion oran aocient Jesuit, who laYS, 
Que la Sorbone u'a point de jurisdic:tioo aur Ie Pamaeae; et que 1811 erreurs 
de ce pay. la oe IIQIlt eujettes, ni au Censures, oi a l'Inquiaition. "As ~ 
m&Jl were fCll'~idden to be impioUli and blasphemous in prose only."-Pu
thtlr. Leilm Protlincialu, p. ~1. 

--
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,. Charge for the management of the craft in working;" 
which will mightily help to discover the true origin of the 
order. 

'. AU Masona mould work hard and honestly on working 
days, that they may live reputably, and appear iD a decent 
ud becoming manner OD holidays," &c. Work means 
work in this charge; but preseI'Yed m modern lodges, it 
means nothing and less; if it bore some proportion to play, 
it were a redeeming quality in the modem masonic appli
cation of the term; but it is a true minus quantity, difficult 
for beginners t.o undel'iltand, and serving the expert Mason 
in a pinch, as :r serves an algebraist, for any unknown thing. 

" A master Mason only must be the surveyor or master 
of ilie work, who shall undertake the lord's work reasona
bly, shall dispend his goods as if they were his own, and . 
shall not give more wages than are just to any fellow or 
apprentice." [A. Rezon, p. 28.] 

Master Masons were the highest needed in that age. 
Men would not then have known at· what employment to 
set a royal arch. It will appear in due season, that masters 
in that day alone had charge of the work; and that" the 
holy royal arch," and all the sublime degrees, have had 
their being since the time, when the landlord', tDOrk in 
,tone masonry began to be perverted for her profit and 
prm.e, to Ihe Lord's work in Free Masonry. "Mark, Jew I" 

., "The maner and the masons shall faithfully finish the 
lord's work, whether task or journey; nor shall they take 
work at task, which hath been accustomed to journey. (A. 
Rezon, p. 28.) 

It was evidently the design of these ancient mechanics 
to favour a system of rules and prices of work, which they 
call journey 'work, in opposition to task work, or work, the 
price of which was to be agreed upon without reference to 
the fixed rates of the craft. 
_ "None shall show envy at a broilier's prosperity, nor sup
plant him, nor put him out of his work, if. capable to finish 
it. AU Masons shall meekly receive their wages without 

-, 
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murmuring, or mutiny-; and not desert the master till the 
lord's work is finished," &c.; matter enough to prepare the 
reader for the proof yet to be given of the very recent ori
gin of the "Noachidae and· the science 1fNI¥'I ... : I am in 
the midst of heaven. 

It is evident that their emblems were derived, with their 
ceremonies, and ch"",ge, and aprons, from the men who 
work in brick and stone and· mortar. 

This truth beautifully illustrates another which has been 
charged to the vanity of the craft, viz. that the lamb skin, 
or white leather apron, the badge of Masons, is more ancient 
than the goltJen fleece or Roman eagle, more honourable 
than the star and garter, &c . 

.. Our leather aproDS we compare 

.. With garters red and blue; 

.. PrlnC811 and kings our brothers are, 

.. While they our rules pursue. "-Pruton,.p. 396. 

We may say with Teresa to her loving spouse, Sancho 
Panza, ." What covers, discovers thee." Substitute sheep 
skin, for lamb skin apron, (the badge of a stone Mason, no 

* Ahiman Rezon, p. !4, says: .. A Muon is obliged by his tenure to ob
Berve tho moral law. as a true Noachida." which he explains in a Dote, 
.. Sons of Noah, the first name of Free Muon .. " And in this he is follow
ed by the New Monitor, p. 109. I am bold to fonow 110 hieh m&llOnic autho
rity, notwithstanding a trilling dilemma in which it _II involved; n~t 
unlike that of the origin of the royal arch degree. M&IIOnic history 
.-rts, that Allam and "iI IOIU ",ere Free MillON: it would 188m absurd, 
then, to say that Noachida, was the jirft name of Free Muou. But, 
doubt!.., tbat M8IIOurania, whicb unites men of the most oppoeite teneb 
in one sacred band, can reconcile this discrepance with perfect harmony • 

.. 'Tis oMalOnry unites mankind; 

.. To generous actions fonns the soul ; 

.. In friendly converse all conjoined • 

.. One spirit animates the whole. "-Old &mg. 
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doubt, since rocks were handled by architects,'ll) and the 
vanity of the pretension sinks into the most lowly huinility, 
and its seeming falsehood is converted into self-evident 
truth. 

The Roman eagle did not, ,like the royal arch, have being 
before ,its parents, the Romans, nor until some thousand 
years after brick and mortar M8.IIOns wore good llheep skin 
aprons. 

.. The curiona v.ulgar could never devise 

.. Wbat IIOCial Flee Masons so rapturonaly prize, 
.. No human conjecture, DO study in schools : 
... Sueb fruitless attempw are the efforts of fools." 

Akimtm lUson. 

eHAPTER XXI. 

Prevarications of Free Masonry. 

II Pray make DO mistake, 
.. But true your joints break, 

.. And take care that you follow your leaders ; 
.. Work, rue, back, and tueth, 
.. And make your work lI1Ilooth, 

.. And be 8ure that you fill up your headers." 

Ahinum RU07/. 

THE ceremonies and emblems of Masonry are indicative 
of its origin and character. It began with labourers, men 

... The newly initiated brother is girded with the emblem of innocence, 
more anei~nt than the tower of BaInl, more honourable than the imperial 
dignity.-Smi/h'. MtUOn"1l, p. 297. 
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who with muscular arm wielded the setting mall, handled 
the trowel. and wore their sheep-skin aprons with unaffect
ed grace. And to operative Masons, who know the use of 
plumb lines and squares, shovels and common gavels, rough 
ashier, perfect ashIer, and t~estle board, the ceremonies 
of Masonry may in some parts be delightful and pro
~table. Such will enjoy the lines placed at the head of this 
chapter. 

True Masons know the meaning of the lines, and relish 
them. But pretended Masons, ignorant of the art, would 
understand, "True your joints break," in Ii literal sense; 
an~ so pretend broken limbs. "Take care that you follow 
your leaders,".they would separate from all connexion with 
operative Masonry, and Ilpply it as a rule to obey the grllnd 
officers. 

"Work, rake, ba.ck, .nd iueth ;" 

that would be to them lite sel'ret: a mystery inexplicable . 

.. And be 8ure tha.t you fill up your he.ders," 

would be understood in a convivial sense. 
A thousand times worse· perverted is Free Masonry. 

Having come into the hands of lords and gentlemen and 
tailors, most of whom have not the smallellt idea of the pe
destal, column and entablature; the plinth, the die and the 
surbase; and finding the terms of Masonry either vulgar, as 
brick and mortar, or obscure, as "ledgers and putlocks," 
they think the very brick and mortar h8.il some hidden mean
ing, known only to the gifted Mason; and " the ledgers and 
putlocks," (pudlogs. Walker,) are terms of the universal 
language, which has come down to Masons uncorrupted 
from the plains of Shinnr; and which they, poor fellows, 
have not had opportunity to learn yet; and so it is that the . 
pla~ noun 'Masonry, which every child knows to mean the 
art of building with brick, nnd stone, and mortar, is made to 
come from the ;,Greek, ld.ItII(&.t .. ; SUM in medio f:;ocl(; 
,0\ nglid, lam in. the miiisl of 11 eavpn. (Hutcltinson '.'1 .sp. 
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ilia •• p •. 15.) or; ~s Smith gives it, p.35., "The original 
names of Masons and Masonry may probably be derived 
from M","t'''' m arcana, .,Blery, and M~ftr, saeris initiatus, 
mysta, 'hose imtiated mto .aered m,.terie •• " •. 

The humble origin of Free Masonry does not suit with 
the high notions of its white banded professors;' and is used 
as an argument even to prove the heavenly mystery of the 
order. " Were we claimants," says Mr. Hutchinson, " only 
of the title of mechanics. we might have chosen as ancient, 
and a more honourable branch of the arts or sciences." p. 
159. 

No doubt we might, and if it. were to do over again, 
should; but it is done, and we must bear it. Mr. H. will 
not bear it, however; he asserts. in the face of all the insig
nia of the lodge, and the trowels of the chart, and aprons of 
the craft together, that "our mysteries are totally abstract
ed from tke rules of mechanics; they are not furniBhetJ with 
any type. symbol. or character. but what appertains 10 de
monstrate the servant. and devotee. of tke grea' M.ne-_."-
lip. Mas. p. 159. -

.. G_I, gauge, and plumb, and ItNl, 

.. All are quickly brought to UI8; 

u Th_, with use of line and trflfMl, 
.. Worka of moral worth produce." 

But who is this Mr. Hutchinson. that holds the truth so 

..... The wonU mUOll and m.-ry, are but COrruptiOll8 of other wemll, 
MritIg no rdGlilm to edjJieu. Mason is, by some, derived from the Grwk 
word, ..,., and ,,;.'" (qUalro salvum,) I deaire life or l4lmlion, and supposed 

. to allude to the situation of the candidate during some period of the ancient 
ceremonies. The term masonry seems but a slight variation of the Greek 
M."'P-' (- in medio coeli) 1 am in II&c midlt f( __ ,"~, 
Brill "",",FJI into II&c Origin and Prineiplu f( Fret JlIIIfnIF]I, p. 44. 

.. The name of mason is not to be considered in the contracted IlellAGf a 
builder of habitatioD8; but figuratively, one, who by gradual advances in 
sublime truths, and the various arts and sciences, which Fres MuoDry in
calcatea, is raised by regular COUlN8 to web a degree of ~rfectlOD, u to be 
replete witk happin_ himself, and extensively bene6eial to othel'l!l." (Ctlf. 
cott', Dilquilition., p. ''76.) 

17 
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" Petre,G. M . 
.. Rowland Holt, D. G. M. 

, .. Thomas Noel, S. G. W. 
" John Hatch, J. G. W . 
.. Rowland Berkely, G. T. 

~ James Heseltine, G. Sec." 

Lord Petre is well known in the annals of Masonry, as 
Grand Master of England, from 1772 to 1777; under whose 
administration, the corner stone of Free Masons' Hall, Lon
don, was laid.-Whew! Whew! Of what ust' is reason to 
such men; or argument against such fony? " Having 
perused the book, do recommend the same." Let Ma
sonry answer it. 

The copy in my hands is an edition published at N ew
York in 1800, and here follows a passage which the Lord 
Petre and his grand officers must have read, and which 
shows with what a determined spirit Mr. Hutdiinson closed 

. his eyes to the truth, and hardened his heart in transgres
sion, while he would prove Masonry to belong to Heaven, 
and Dot to bricks and mortar. 

" Our antiquity is in our principles, maxims, language, 
learning, and religion; these we derive from Eden, (the 
language of Eden in the lodges!) from the patriarchs, .and 
from the sag~ of the east, all which are made perfect un
der the Christian dispensation.. The light and doctrines 
whieh we possess. are derived from the beginning of time, 
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Olld have desceaded through this long succession of ... 
uncorrupted; but our rn.odu anJ. fRGMerS are deduced frua 
tAe different ertU of paradUe, lie building of tM tetRple at 
Jenualem, and tM ChtVtian revelation." Three enut, one 
for each of the three degrees. 

If Mr. Hutchinson was mad, my Lord Petre, and Mr. 
Holt, and Mr. Noel, &c. ought not to have recommended 
his labour, and Mr. Preston should not have qIJoted his 
work as follows: " Mr. Hutchinson, in bis ingeniops trea
tise entitled, TM Bpirit of MfUOIIf'Y."· And, if Mr. H. 
were in his right mind, he should not have asked the follow-

. iog questions, p. 170. .. If our ceremonies mean not the 
matter which I have expressed; if they imply not the moral 
and religious principles which I have endeavoured to unveil i 
I ask you, MASONS, what they do imply, import or indi
cate 1" 

. (Because they are senseless and ridiculous, he thinks 
they must be unearthly, heavenly, divine.) , 

.. Can we presume 80 many "learned and noble per8~' 
woulJ,for many BUCCeaBive ages, have been steady member, 
of tAefraternity, if tM mysteries were unimportant, ontl 'M 
ceremonie' U71intelligible? It cannot be; talre IJIDIJY tMir 
SPIRIT, and they become ridiculous. "-Hutch. p. 171. 

To learn the spirit of these ceremonies, I tum baek, and 
on p. 170. I find, .. The Divinity looking down with an 
eye of commiseration upon the deplorable state of man, 
in his mercy and love, sent us a Redeemer and Mediator," 
&~ ... In the MASTER'S ORDER this whole doctrine is symbo-

... And the Grand Lodge of Maryland. .. The euli,hteDed brother 
HutchiD8on, in hie elaborate work entitled the Spirit or ~," p. 180. 
F. M. Library. Again, p. 199., quoting &om Mr. HUtcbinBOD'. Spirit or 
Muonry, he _y., .. I again introduce the moat I'8llpectable authority which 
hu eYer falJan to my lot to perue." Again, p.I90., .. The erudite pellf 
the author of the Spirit of Ma.my." 
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lized, and the Christian conduct is by typell preserved to 
08." 

Precisely as wind-mills were giants to the knight of La 
Mancha. 

Opportunity will offer more of Mr. H.'s views in the pro
gress of th."is work. All comment upon them fails; their 
absurdity is unspeakable; yet he has &. spark of sense left : 
"take away their SPIRIT," he says, from the ceremonies of 
Masonry, "_, tley bec~ ritliculoru." , 

To save them from utter contempt, he persuades himself 
they are symbols of the Redeemer's cross I 

CHAPTER XXII. 

MalOnic Ceremonies fJlUtEmblem8 . 

.. Adam, well 'fened ill an.. 

.. Gave to IUs lOBI the plumb and liIalJ ; 

.. By MaBODJy,.age Tubal Cain 
. II To the deep organ tun~ the strain."-W_. 

IN showing the perversions of Masonry, these lines will 
do well to head a chapter. In the mouth of a labouring 
Mason they would not very much err from the-tnith. Adam 
lived to a great age, and it is not impossible that he taught 
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the inhabitants of the earth to rear houses, as well as to 
plant gardens; and this the poet may express without ot: 
fence, as he bu done . 

.. Adam, weD ftnH in arl.a, 

.. Gave to hiII_ the plumb arulline." 

And, in the same manner, labourers might claim 'fubal 
Cain as a brotb~r artist, for he tOfU an instructer of even) 
llrtiJicer in brfUB and iron;f(. but the moment any mystical 
meaning is attached to the words, tbat moment they arc 
made to utter falsehood. On the lips of labouring Masons 
tbey have a literal, and natural, and honest meaning; but 
with those, like Mr. Hutchinson, who cannot bear to think 
of any" thing beneath the higbest display of Ilea veu 's mercy, 
in connexion witb the paltry ceremonies of a nocturnal so
ciety, they are made to mean science, and art, and magic, 
and religion, indiscriminately, and the folly of one has been 
so played off, as to beguile a thousand. 

Previous to 1717, Masonry was this honest society of 
labourers; but then a change was introduced, and modern 
or speculative ~/fUonry sprung up. 

The lodges of operatit'e Masons did study geometry, to 
improve them in their art, as artists "now study in the Me
chanics' Institutes; but the new and accepted Masons 
.. thought expedient to aboliSh the old custom of studying 
geometry in the lodge. "t 

From the operative character of the society-has arisen 
aU its mystery to modern and speculative craftsmen. 

The ancient regulation concerning qualifications for 
membership are mysterious to the moderns, but capable of 
an easy explanation in view of their original application. 

"No person is capable of becoming a member of the 
lodge, but such as are of mature age, upright in body and 

* G811. iv.!n. t Abimaa Ra., p. 30. 
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limbs, free from bondage, have the senses of a man, and 
are endowed with an estate, office, trade, or some visible 
way of acquiring· an honest livelihood." Why might not 
one have a crooked back or distorted arm, for all the pur
poses of modem or speculative Masonry 1 They might, 
they do; but such would not have strength to labour in the 
ancient lodges of operative masons. 

These anCient charges are found in most manuals of Ma
sonry. 'fhey are various, but gen~rally correspond with 
the following" extracted from" New Monitor," p.208. 

"Thirdly. You must conduct yourselves as men of ho· 
nesty and integrity, and serVe your master in such manner 
as may be most conducive to his honour and profit." 

"Sixthly. Wherever you go, you shall be careful to pay 
for your board and lodging," &c. 

" Some other charges, which equally demand your atten
tion. 

"First. No Mason should take upon him his master's 
work, or any other person's, unless he is conscious to him-' 
self that he is able to perform it in such manner as will not 
injure the craft. 

"Second. No master shall take work without a reasona
ble compensation: nor shall any master or fellow supplant 
another in regard to employment. 

"Third. He who shall be made a Mason, shall be free 
born, of respectable parents: {llso, perfect and complete in 
his limbs as a man ought to be. 

"Fifth. No master or fel10w shall put away anyone's 
work to task, which ought to be journey work . 

.. Sixth. Every master shall give pay to his fellows and 
servants, according to their respective deserts . 

.. Thirteenth. Every master shall courteously receive a 
strange brother, who may ha\'e come into the country and 
set hi~ at work, if he can • 

.. Fourteenth. Every mason shall truly serve his master 
for his pay, and the master shall honourably perform his 
task work, or journey, whethersoever it may be." 
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It is evident these charges were given to labourers, and 
for them served many valuable purposes; but in modem 
and speculative Masonry, they only go to make up the mys
tery; few having aIlY just .conception of their meaning. 
How natural among men of a trade is that charge, "no 
mtJIIter 8hall take work witlwut a reasonable, compensation." 
And not less. necessary is that which follows it: "nor 8hall 
any mtJIIter supplant ctnother in regard to employment;" that 
is to say, if one brother is undertaking a job, another shall 
not rob him by underbidding. This is suitable to the art of 
compacting bricks and mortar; but what.it has to do with 
the' art M ... "~,,., Sum in medio coeli, 1 am in the midst of 
heaven, is a MYSTERY, of which Mr. Hutchinson, my Lord 
Petre, and others, think the explanation either ridiculous, or 
glorious: a~ Raith the poet, 

.. Hail, mysterious, hail, gloritnu Masonry." 

The history of the craft will abundantly show the fitness 
of its emblems with its origin; aprons and trowels belong 
only to brick and mortar; and the mystical application of 
the terms to the use of a secret society is a. perversion, 
by which they become, 

.. High words, that bea.r 
.. Semblance of worth, not lubstance." 

This is the true key to the mystery of Free Masonry. At 
first, a combination of honest labourers, to protect each 
other from the oppressions of the feudal barons, and to 
command their own price for their labour, they, like ninety 
other crafts and trades in London, met in fraternities. 
[Ree8' C!Jclupedia, Art. Company.] These fraternities, in 
London, are generally governed by a master and two war
dens, and have a hall and a charity fund, precisely like the 
lodges. In their meetings the different trades are suppos-
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ed to communicate information beneficial to the. craft, as 
do agricultural societies and mechanics' institutes at this 
day. 

Previous to 1717, there was (I think it will appear) no 
Free Masonry, but only Masonry; neither 'Peculati~ Ma
sonry, but only operative Masonry. But ~hen other trades 
and professions were admitted into the lodges, _Masonry 
waS only speculative to the newly accepted Masons, and 
began to be spoken of as both operative and speCUlative. 
N ow it became Free MaSonry, and passing as it has done 
entirely out of the hands of operative Masons, into the 
hands of speculative Masons, it is to them truly a mystery. 
They know nothing about the setting mall, the ashier, and 
the level, technical terms of operative Masonry. The 
whole subject becomes to them, like the line of the poet: 

" Rake, back, and tueth;" 

a great secret-genuine Free Masonry. , 
This explanation of the origin of Free Masonry is easy 

and natural, and is well supported.by facts. If the frater
nity have great doubts upon the subject, those doubts will 
he much dimini'lhed by a perusal of the history of Mason· 
ry since the ooginning of the 18th century, as given by 
Lawrie, and Preston, and Smith, all faithful Masonic writers, 
who agree to state, that after 1720, Free Masonry passed 
from the Grand Lodge of London to the numerous places 
in the four quarters of the earth with which Great Britain 
had a colonial or commercial intercourse: the name of tl,e 
Grand Master, the date of the warrani to a year, and the 
place tvhere it was Bent, are particularly stated by each of 
these Masonic historians:t< and the fact goes far to prove 

._----------------------

.. These Facts are al80 stated in the Encyclopedia Britannica, Art. Mason
ry: an article Furnisbed by Mr. 'Lawrie, Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodgeof Scotland. -
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that, though operative Masonry is as old as the first stone 
wall, and as universal as the habitations of civilized man, 
apeculotive Free Masonry is a modern invention, industri
ouaJy circulated by designing ~en. 

:::aa:= 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

.. Bilde, com,..., and 1fI1I&le • 

.. Aa oar -... we wear, 
.. The bript qmbola of .n.dom prOfound: 

.. And while th_ are 0111' guide, 

.. EYe" mystery be.icle, 
.. Ae a foil to our art wiD be fOund." 

Y-Z COllI. and"'.~. 

" All ab&1l yield to Muomy; 
.. Bend to thee, bl .. Muomy ! 

.. Matcble. _be who fOunded thee; 
.. TIIou,Iib him, immortal ebalt be." 

I6id. 

MA80NllY professes to be a valuable mystery, to possess 
an important secret, and claims consequence to herself, be
cause no member of the fraternity, however abandoned in 
principle, or rudely punjahed by the lodges, has ever been 
base enough to publish the enigma. Believe that Masonry 
hu such a secret, and the fact that it has never been ex
posed, would argue something peculiar in the institution. 
But why believe it 1 What proof have we 1 Her word 
for it 1 She is ODe Dot to be believ~ wben she spew el'8l1 
the truth; her reputation is established; veracity and Maa. 
SODry are antipodes. 

18 
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She may swell her voice with hypocritical adoration ; 

"To heaven'. w.hArcllitect aU praae, 
.. All gratitude be given, , 

.. Who dlligned the human ani to raWo 
.. By until ~mng from beaYen;" 

it is all in vain; the Lord is a God of truth, who deals not 
in the hidden things of darkness, but will bring all these to 
light. It is far from his character to dwell in a secret temple, 
shut to the half of the human family; to glorify himself by the 
arts of a dark Conclave; to raise the human soul by means 
which shun the light. Free Masonry does that: professing 
to be light, her time is the hour of night, her residence a 
secret vault, with a tyler at the entrance, having an instru
'ment of death in his hand! It fills me with indigna
tion to know the emptiness of Masonry, and to contem
plate her pretensions. What secret, good or bad, she may 
possess in the sublime degrees, I cannot say; but within 
the 2,000 lodges of this Republic, and all the masonic &a
ternities of Great Britain, I am competent to say she has, 
besides the empty machinery of the craft, NONE-Dot the 
least. The pass-words, signs and tokens, &c. &c. contri
ved, selected, and framed together, to serve as the anatomy 
of the masonic body ;-these are a secret; and these are 
the only secrets within any legally constituted lodge on the 
globe. And is it for these she triumphs, in most of her 
standard publications, in the following terms? 

" Hail Muonry divine, 
" Glory of age. shine, 

" Long may'.t thOll reign ! 
" Thy noble orden are 
.. MatclW. beyond compare, 
.. No art with thee can Bhare; 

" Thou art diviDe.» 

For the bare pau-words and grips, masonic catechism and 
tradition? She milht better congratulate herself upon her 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



a.uo:'lC OATH. 

white aprons, red suhes, and tremendous grand titles; this 
would be more honest, and' equally seoaible. 

ADd then does she say that" bad members have been 
upelled; but they keep the secrets with which they have 
been in1rusted 1 Neither the power of gold, whieh has 
often betrayed kings and princes, and sometimes overthrown 
states, empires, and kingdoms ; nor the most eruel punish
ment, which the most malignant tyrants could deville, ever 
extorted the secrets of Free Masonry, even from the weakest 
member of the fraternity.""'-NeuJ MOR. p.78. 

That is only ber word for it; and she can, one, day, take 
the life of a 'member, for hUing exposed her nakedness; 
and brag of her divinity the next, of her intpenetrable ray.
teroy, of her virgin sanctity. The insinuation conveyed ill 
this extract from the Monitor, and the fact assumed by 
many orators, for the glory of Masonry, that her mysteries 
have never since creation been revealed, except to a law
fully initia~ brother, is a mistake, having seen them before 
I took a Mason's oath. Which oath, the novice is assured, 
before it is dictated, contains nothing counter to his duty to 
~ and to his eountry. 

Query; taken under sueh circumstanees, and being 
afterwards found to cover _ much which is contrary to 
truth, subversive of social confidence, and hostile to the name 

-of the Lord Jesus, and thus counter to his duty to God and 
to his country; is it obligatory upon the confiding candidate 1 

Without deciding the question for others, I shall decide, 
(though perfectly impressed in the night of tbe oath, with 
the importance of the saving clause,) that it ought, 88 far 88 

possible, by me, to be ,kept , It runs, .. ever conceal, and 
never reveal, any part or parts, art or arts, point or points, 
of the secret arts and mysteries of ancient Free Masonry," 

... HODd,reds in the ataIe of N_·Yorlr. opeolyacbowledp the 00I'NIIt

n_ of Mocpn'. beok, and very many haYe done it under their hand in dae 
...... 00· . tL r- ,pan 
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&c.; "110t write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, iadent, 
paint, !>r engrave it, on any thiIlg moveable or imDioveabie, 
ander the whole canopy of heaveD, whereby or whereon 
the least Ie&t«!r, figure,. character, mar~, staiD, shadow, or 
reaemJ>lance of the same, may become legible or iBteUigibIe, 
tc. myself, or oyother person in the known world, whereby 
the secrets of Masonry may be unJawlWly obtained." 

~, Not write, print, stamp-it." what is it ?-11 refers to . 
Ancient Free Masonry: "Not the least Jetter, figure, cha
racter," &c. then, of Ancient Free Masonry, may be writ
ten, " whf'.reby the secrets of Masonry may be unlawfully ob
tained." IT, or Ancient Free Masonry, the object of the ae .. 
tions forbidden in the oath, is 1m impossible tJling, and false. 

It is contrary to religion to be silent on the subject; con
trary to the fealty due both to God and to my country, to 
represent Free MuODry otherwise than false and impossible. 

I suppose the secretl of Free Masonry, are true; 1IDd true 
secrets of the craft it is not my purpose to expose. Our 
signs, tokens, &c. are true, trom head to heel ,The questions 
dd answers are instead of truth, to serve as tokens and sisu; 
and the events in the tradition are instead of truth, as eerv
iag to show a master Muon, they are false in poiRt of fact. 
The Bighs IlOd tokens, &c. I have not touched with a 
finger. 

The nature of the questions and answers I have .Aotl.owed 
forth in the supposed meeting of the three Grand Masten 
under the temple; and if it be done in a way, showing not 
the questions and ~ers themseltes, but only their 
character, so that no one not initiated can by them impoaft 
himself upon the craft as a brother, the,~ is no 

, shadowingofthe secrets, but only oftheil' character, and is 
no t.raIl8gression; is not a thing "whereby the seeretl of 
Masonry may be unlawfully obtained." 

With the ~radition I have been necessarily more tree; 
yet have endeavoured, while exp08ing its ,absurdi1ies, or 
(in the language of the Sovereign Inspector General, 'Mu
ter of the Degree of Perff'ction. and much mot'fJ, its 
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error_,· to leave all its truth, and all its legitimate use, 
true or faile, entirely undisturbed. Ie is a tearful thing to 
depart from an obligation, sanctioned by an oath. 

But what is it. we are neither to write, print, &c. 1 An
cient Free Ma8ORry. Tbis never had existence, brother: 
I say that ancient Free Masonry neyer ,had ezisteace. To 
tDrite, priat, and 80 expoee ,a' thing which never had being, 
would require Munehausen'~ taleDts, would IUrplUlll the Ieat 
or lettin« the North river on fire. I£ ancient Free Ma
sonry mean any thing, it ill an order given of Heaven to the 
first )l8,80ns; (Book of o~. p. 19.) hOlloured by 'EDoch, 
Noah, and the patriarchs; at least organized by Solomon, 
aodadomed by the apostles, besides a host of heathens. 
No .ch animal, or substance, order, 'craft, or iDatitutiOIl, 
DOW exists, or hu ever existed; and, therefore, iDltead of 
profaDely obligating men by a horrid oath DOt to discover it 
__ fullg, we may, brethren, more properly challenge and 
defy the mOlt scrutinizing mind to discover it at au. 

A certain institution which ,IPrung into existence in the 
era of the, Soutb· Sea &cherne, and which hu speculated 
more &OOly with men's consciences in every generation, 
from A. D. 1720, to this day, than that bubble did with the 
estates of its duped adventure ... ; an institution dedicated 
to patroas of 18lO yean, which itself scarce numbers 150 
years; fuJI of all absurdities, and yet accrediting itself from 
Above;. making the Lord of Heaven chargeable for its 
birth aad fOrm, for its folly and gift to man; such an in
stitution, it may be believed, is not entirely and altogether 
within the scope of a:n oath taken in support of ancient 
Free MIJIOftry. And if it be not such an institution now 
under exposition, be the blame on me; but if such, let tbat 
institution bear it. 

* .. Whieh the novice can prove to be such, In a minute af\er I have 10-

lemnly pronouncod them t~ be undeniable truth-. even by t.hat very BitJle On 
~h I have reyei~ed hiB obliption." (DtJleho', Orationl, p.44.) 
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.. Father Adam, a1Kted, beheld the iipt IbiDe, 
"HeaYell made him a Muon, and pyehima.up. 
.. Our royal pnd II8Cl'8t to him did impart, 
" And in paradise often he ta1kecI of our art. .. 

Yot:. CGIIIp. Ii: Mtu. Rig. 

'flOe as Free Masonry. 
" Are you a royal arch 7 a templar? a grand master ar

chitect 1 a sovereign inspector generaJ1-¥ou are but a 
Master Mason. How do you know, then, of what you 
affirm; that Free Masonry is a sister of the South, Sea 
scheme?" 

Now, the inquirer would have me go up nineteen degrees 
above perfection, besides twenty collateral degreest(vide 
p. 112.) to learn the beginning of Free Masonry; would 
have me mount to the pinnacle of the masonic temple to 
find its supports. Let alone, if the three lower stories of the 
masonic edifice are swept from their sandy foundation, the 
upper stories will find it difficult to stand, no doubt. How
ever, let them stand like the royal arch, without a founda
tion; I know not why I should do homage to the queen of 
darkn618 for them; she can give nothing new through 
them: with the reckle.ssne&8 of a spendthrift she has con
ferred all needed favours within the lodges; natural reli
gion in the first; all the liberal arts and sciences in the se
cond, and the doctrine of the resurrection in the third de
gree. Having all this, to want more would be avarice. 
Can anyone really wish for more 1 Can all that is I~ in 
the remaining fifty degrees of Masonry be worth u maay 
tremendous oaths; "in token of your assent you will kiss 
the book 1" No, no, the axe 'is laid at the root of the 
tree. I cannot bow down and fifty times swear fealty, for 
any apprehension I have that the branches will survive the 
fire into which they must fall with the falling trunk. 

" Not the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain 
shadow, or resemblance, legible or intelligible to myself or 

,t)thers."-Free,Mtuon'. Oath. 
This is a small part of one oath, three of which, like the 

triple headed . C~rhenls. arc IItationed at the entrance nf 
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" this nether empire," "to prevent the living from enter
ing .the infernal regions, and the dead from escaping." 

.. Cerberua bee me- labat. rep& trifauci . 
" Peracmat adV8l'IIO recublUl8 immaniII in antro." . 

Eneid, vi. 417. 

A fit guardian of fit place. Every degree has its oath, and 
each concludes with a penalty horrid in the extreme. 

A dread of the light,· whatever else, is plainly i"'ulowed 
forth in this anxious car&·to close every avenue to the dark 
vault of the lodge. Cscus had not more bolts; and locks, 
and leYera, to his secret mansion, than Masonry has to hers. 
I shall not push them back, not turn a key, not slip a bolt; 
there is a way to her dwelling very like that by which Her
cules came upon the thief of his heifers; he overturned the 
mountain beneath which the'rogue had his dwelling; and 

" The COUft or C&cu.a&DtU revealed to m,ht, 
" The canna pl'll8 with new admitted IifhL ~Dtp/a&. 

Masonry, covered with a mountain of pretensions, and 
having for her dwelling a secret lodge, with only one ave
nue, guarded by imprecating sprites, of whom harpies and 
gorgons are not unsuitable emblems, rejoices in he~ secu
rity, and glories in her sp'ength. Though a mortal m~ 
evade her wiles, and find an open entrance; though he 
may, fearless of the consequences, .give a key to every lock, 
and set the door open wide for those who will to enter, she 
still sits a queen in the darkness; her throne is unshallen ; 
her canopy of pretensions defends her. It is that capopy 
which this work is intended to overthrow. 

- Et Cui detecta appuait m.-
Il ReP.. et umbroae penitWI patuere C&'f8I'DH." 

Eneid, vili.!41. 
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.. TNpiclea ........... lumiDe ID&DIL" 

. The teDloIlt bembJea at the enteriDg IiPt. 

Volumes of dark smoke she may vomit forth to the ad
miration of her trembling adherents; ay, she may quote thp. 
bricks of ancient Babylon in proof of her antiquity, and. 
recite " tile mystic chroniclea or m088 covered wUls," in 
" the nniveraal lanlU .. of Muoas," to the deJisht of her 
doubting followers; but aD tQ DO purpose. Her hour has 
colDe ; the sbafta of ridieule are poiated at her life ; the bow 
i. drawn by indjpation at her violence and pride ; the apear 
of tmtla is raiaed; and die she must, to.,.. through another 
metempsychOsis. Her .pirit will.seek a new form to de
ceive mankiad; Free )luonry can serve fOl' its covering no 
~. . 

It can be laO breach of duty to eXpoie the empty asaer
tiODl . of Masonry by a slight use of the means which her 
votaries fteeJy use iJr her prai8e. Mr. Webb, for the glory 
of M880nry, 'recites fifteen pages of traditions belonging to 
the sublime degrees, more extravagant, and not less absurd, 
than that of the master's degree. Did he trifle with his 
oath? 1 hope not; then much less have I. Messrs. Har
die, Hutchinson, Town, Preston, Dermott, Smith, &c. &c. 
have, each and all, taken greater liberties with the traditions 
of the craft, than the writer ; add to these the Book of 
Constitutions. Have they mocked their oath 1 or have they 
liberty, seeing they use it " for ber profit and praise," and 
the writer none, seeing he speaks the truth to her shame 1 

Their transgression shall not be· my justification; I do 
not name it as BUeb, but -only to silence the captious. They 
considered, as I do, that the secrets of Masonry are ber 
lip, tDortU, and tokens; these tbe oath regards, and no 
more. The common language of Masons in conversation 
upon the subject of 1fMoJary, iI proof that this is the 
opinion of the htemity in retpeet- to the application 
of the oaths. And, if this interpretation should seem to a 
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single mind partial, I do not solely rely upon it, but upon 
the saving clause, that the oath is administered with the 
express declaration precedent, that it is not to bind the can
didate in any thing affecting his re1ioaion, or his duty to his 
country; both religion and duty to my country constrain 
me to use all honourable means for exposing to view the 
egregious perversions of Free Masonry. 

" Ask you what provocation I have had ~
.. The strong antipathy of good to bad. 
t, When truth or virtue an affront endures, 
" Tbe affront is mine, my friends, and should be yours ; 
" Mine. as II. foe to overy false pretence, 
"Who think a coxcomb'. honour like his sense; 
" Mine, as a friend to every worthy mind, 
" And m~e, as man who feel for all m&nlrind." 

I cannot help it; the commencement of this work is 
more respectful to Free Masonry; then I did not know her 
so well; thought possibly she might have body enough to 
caSt a shadow, and treated her according to what ,he 
might be, entitled to some measure of respect; but further 
investigations, prosecuted now to the summit of the lodges, 
in company with the reader, warrant a style of expression, 
which, at first, might fairly be accounteq decfamatory. To 
prove her shameless, I}nd to treat her with personal respect, 
would not suit the integrity of character aimed at in this 
treatise. 

.1 

19 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Containing a Sketch of the great delusion. which have pre
vailed in different ages of the worM; and answering the 
question, how coulJ. Free MU80nry be endured 80 long? 

" He taketh the cypress and the oak; he bumeth part thereof in the fire ; 
yea, he warmeth himself, and aaith, Aha! I am warm, I have seen the fire; 
and the l'IIIIidue theroof he maketh a God, even hi. graven image; he fiIll
eth down unto it and worahippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and aaith, Deli
ver met/lN' t/&o" art my God."-l.aiah. 

ONE difficulty remains to perplex the -reader, viz. "If 
this is Free Masonry, how has it been endured so long?" 
A hard question, which admits of an answer. But suppose 
it do not admit of an answer 1 Is it, therefore, to ov~rset 
a series of well established facts 1 Because we can not 
tell I,OW, the Franklin rod attracts .the lightning, shall we 
doubt its attractive power? The fact is established, be the 
explanation what it may. _ 

Again, the question may admit of an answer, apd- y.et 
through infirmity, the writer may fail to give it. 

The planets cease not to rUD their several circuits, though 
Des Cartes' theory of their motions was never satisfactory, 
and is now quite exploded. Should I fail, then, in an attempt 
to answer this question, the facts stated with respect to it 
remain unabated; and should the following argument seem 
as hypothetical as Des Cartes' theory, the pl~ets are not 
more true to the sun, than the facts of this treatise are to 
Free Masonry. 

" How then has it been endured so long?" 
Men have been ever fond of strange things. A glance 

at their follies will show that Free Masonry is not the most 
incredible fault of which they have been guilty. Begin-
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ning the answer where Masonry is said to have begun, in 
the garden of Eden, the first man, Adam, lured by the false 
hope of exaltation, lell into disobedience and the Sllare of 
death; then the old world became entirely corrupted, and 
was in consequence destroyed by the flood: next, the sons 
of Noah, while he yet lived, madly raised the tower of Ba
bel: afterward, the Egyptians, 'the wisest people of their 
age, who raised monuments of art, that the puny mOderns, 
with their best efforts, have not the means to take down, 
became the most superstitious people on earth: "they lost 
Pelusium, the key of Egypt," by the stratagem of Camby
ses, " who placed in the &ont of his army a great number 
of cats, dogs, sheep, and other animals, which were regard
ed as sacred by the Egyptians, and then attacked the city 
by storm. ' 

" The garrison, not daring either to fling a dart, or shoot 
an arrow, for fear of hitting some of these animals, Cam
bysesbecame master of the place without opposition." 
[Rollin, vol. i. p. 365.] , . 

If the Egyptians were not so wise and learned' as the 
mod~s, neither is Free Masonry so contemptible as their 
superstition. "It is astonishing t'o see a nation which 
boasted its superiority above all others with regard to wis
dom and learning, thus blindly abandon itself to the most 
gross and ridiculous superstition. Indeed, to read of ani
mals, -and vile insects, honoured with religious worship. 
placed in temples, and maintained with great care at an 
extravagant expense; to read that those who murdered 
them were punished with death, and that these animal!! 
were embalmed, and solemnly deposited in tombs, assigned 
them by the public; to learn that this extravagance was 
carried to such a pitch, that leeks and oniom were acknow
ledged as deities, were invoked in necessity, and depended 
upon for succour and protection; are absurdities which we, 
at this distance of time, can scarcely believe; and yet they 
have the evidence of all antiquity." [Rollin, vol. i. p. 116.] 

This superstition is a matter of historical fact: how could 

1 
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it have been endured a lnoment 1 Free Masonry, mnking 
every allowance, offen nothing in absurdity equal to it. 
The crocodile, the rat, the cat, &c. are found by modem 
travellers, embalmed by· the side of their,deluded worship
pers. 

The children of Abraham, distinguished by the most as
tonishing miracles, taught by the prophets, and possessed of 
the oracles of God, had neither eyes to see, nor hearts to 
understand, neither knowledge nor understanding to say of 
their idols of wood, .. I have burned part of it in the fire; 
yea, also, I have baked bread upon the coals of it; I have 
roasted flesh and eaten it; IUld shall I fall down to the 
I!Itock of a tree." [Isaiah, eh. 44.] 

Making every allowance, Free Masonry furnishes nothing 
in absurdity to equal this. How could it have been endur
ed for a moment 1 

Pass to the Greeks, that high-spirited people, that nation 
of ·phil08ophers and heroes, to whom the rest of mankind 
were barbarians. They believed in the divinity and the 
vices of Jupiter, the oracles of Apollo, the labors of Her
cules, and the innumerable fables of a ridiculous mytholo
gy; Socrates, their highest boast, in his last moments, so
lemnly reminding his friends of the rooster, due to the dei
fied Doctor Esculapius. This entirely surpasses the follies 
of Free Masonry, and yet it is undeniably true, and the 
Sovereign Inspector General might declare it so without 
fear of contradiction. 

Free Masonry may be challenged to furnish an absurdity 
surpassing that exhibited by the conquerors of the world, 
when, in their degradation, they chose' a horae to jill the 
dignity firlll lumourea by Brutus; or when in their glory 
the armies of Rome refused to engage with their enemies, 
if the chickens refused to eat I . 

No people that ever lived upon the earth, possess by na
ture more cunning than the Egyptian, more intelligence 
than the Greek, or more gravity than the Roman. Yet in
to th~e absurdities they fell. not as individuals. or as frater-
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mtles, but as whole nations; not for one ha~f century 
alone, but during their national existence. 

vie are, nnfortunately, independent of antiquity for ex
amples of this sorL Man is the same inconsistent being 
in all ages of the world, in all stages of civilitation. ' Idola
try, superstition, and imposture, have not ceased from the 
earth. FoUy is not confined to Free )Jason lodges. One 
half of the hwnan race are DOW the miserable victims of a 
faith scarcely superior to the worship of leeks and onions: 
one fifth, a . brave, and honest, and intelligent people, are 
the followers of the false prophet-to this day, the dupes of 
the Mahommedan imposture; and when we come to our 
own family of men, we find the enlightened and philoso
phic, the liberal and pious of Christendom, divided into 
the worshippers of images and saints, and the rebels from 
the authority of the Pope; each to the other no less 
strange, unaccountable, and absurd, than Free Masonry is 
to the reader. 

An ancient, and yet a modem fact, more hideous and 
unnatural thaJi any yet mentioned, but perfectly sure, is: 
" Pilate said, whom will ye that I release unto you, Barrab
bas or Jesus, who is called Christ? And they say unto him, 
Barrabbas: they cried out all at once, not this man, but 
Barrabbas. ' 

.. And he released unto them him that for sedition and 
morder W8$ cast into prison, whom they had desired: but 
he deJivered Jesus to their will." 

Their preference was meditated, was expressed with loud 
damour; .. away with this man !" 

And millions of the people favoured of heaven, children 
of faithful Abraham and chosen Israel, have steadily, for 
eighteen centuries, maintained the obstina te unbelief of 
their fathers, and do yet maintain it. 

Comparing her absurdities with the character of this fact, 
Free Masonry has a right to be proud:' yet it has been five
fold longer endured by the sharp-sighted Jews, than the 
name of Free Masonry has been known. 

l'" 

Digitized by Google 

. , 



150 }'BEE IIl;\SON1\1-. 

" What do you infer from all this 1" Plainly, that man 
is capable of believing and maintaining tbe inconsistencies 
of Free Masonry ;ff that the institution, absurd as the truth 
makes it, ought not, on that account, to be thought impos
sible; and a reviewer, not many months since. was at a 
fault~ concluding upon M9rgan's book, "that if this were 
true, the institution would have fallen long ago; would not 
have waited the impious hand of an unprincipled assassin, 
to strike the deadly blow." 

.. But the Egyptians, Grecians, Jews,' and Romans, did 
oot really believe these absurdities." Their actions' declare 
that they did: and if their leaders were wiser. yet for some 
reason. they gave in to the pOPJllar faith; taught, enforced, 
and practised it. So with Free Masoory; if not believed, it 
is practised as if it, were: if the leaders are wiser, they still 
have their reasons for teaching, enforcing, extending. and 
maintaining it. 

Have we no more sense than the men of Israel? No 
understanding to say, a part of it I have burned; and 
shall I make the -residue ther~f an abomination 1 A large 
part of it I know to be false; shall I make the residue my 
religion 1 . 

It is evident that the wisest nations, in their best daYII. 
have faUen into greater errors than this of Free Masonry; 
and that the meo who might be supposed to know better, 
have either encouraged, or yielded to the foUy. This is 
precisely the ground on which our order stands. The mul
titude are duped by it; and the knowing ones either yield, 
to, or encourage the folly. This is my answer. generally, 
to tbe question, "bow could it be endured so 19n9 1" At 
another time, I will give particular reasons for the appear
ance of the names of Washington, Warren, George IV., 
Frederick the Great, &c. upon the rolls of the fraternity • 

.. Sullicit huic diei Bua vexatio." 

* .. Stultorum infinitU8 est numerus." 
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And must this great society, this mighty society, which 
has waxed rich through the abundQ.llce ()f her delicacies, 
and hasJUngs for her grand masters, and the princes of the 
earth for her priests and ministerS; which saith in her heart, 
" I sit as a queen and am no widow, and shall see no sor
row;" must she be numbered with the superstitions and im
postUres which have deceived mankind; must she pass 
away and be found no more at all 1-

Indeed, I think so ;-Iet those who will, take up· the la
mentation, (not given for the mourners on this particular 
occasion, yet so admirably suited, that may I be pardoned 
for introducing it.) "Alas I Alas I that great ,ociety that was 
clothed· in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked 
with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 

" For in one hour so great riches is come to nought." 

CHAPTER XXV • 

.. Again !-Again !-~.ooo !-Two Quartan of tile Higbest Prize drawn 
here !"'-BrfIIIIIMay. 

THE history of Free Masonry alone can fully develope 
its character; a true and rational account of its origin, 
changes, operations and results. Such a history it is not 
within the scope of this work to give; and yet, for the read
er's satisfaction, I attempt to embody in this chapter, views 
of Free Masonry drawn from a satisfactory conception of 
its history, and ably supported by the succeeding chapters 
of this treatise. 

1< 8t. John. 
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Paschal, describing the order of Jesuists, portrays with 
a master hand the most prominent features of Free Ma· 
sonry. With his work before me (lEutre, de Blaise .Pas· 
col. A un Provincial, Lettre cinquieme.) I fill up the out· 
line, and suit the shading to the present subject 

Free' Masonry, .. which the first Masons received from 
God," and which teaches .. the skyUe of becoming gude 
and parfyghte without the help of fear and hope," doth 
also rest on .. the same co-eternal and unshaken foundation, 
contain and inculcate, in substance, the same truth, and 
propose the same ultimate end, 8.l! the doctrine of Chris· 
tianity taught by Divine Revelation." (Grani1 CluJpler of 
NerJ)·Yorlr. Town', Spec. Free Masonry, p. 13. lat ed.) 
.. Speculative Free Masonry," say the grand chapter, 
(Town, p. 23.) .. evidently embraces, in body and substance, 
the whole duty of man as a moral being." Who ~ doubt 
this? Not the proffl1l£, surely, for having never entered 
the sacred walls of a lodge room, it does not belong to 
them to.affirm or to deny what is masonically taught there. 
Not the fraternity, for they see with their own eyes, and hear 
with their own ears, and sanction by their highest official 
documents, the matters quoted here. 
, Neither can it be doubted, that" ever since symmetry 
began, and harmony displayed her charms, our order has 
had a being." The Master of the Lodge of Antiquity 
must know, Mr. Preston, .. the faithful historian of Mason
ry;" andhe asserts it, supported by the Grand Chapter of 
Rhode Island, and Mr. Webb. (Preston, book 1. sec. 3. 
Free Mas. ilIon. part 1. ch. 1.) 

Free Masonry is, aillo, " the key-stone to all other art~ 
and sCiences." (Hardie'S Mon. p. 189.) It consecrated 
the Sabbath as a day of rest. (Mas. Manual, p. 170. Har
die', Mon. p. 111. Webb's Mon. p.55. and F. M. Libra
ry, p. 168.) And" includes within its circle almost every 
branch of polite learning." (Preston, b. 2. sec. 4. Frer. 
Mas. Mon. part I. chap. 10. F. M. Library, p.I65.) It 
teaches the seven liberal arts and sciences, besides tile black 
art, or "the art of wunderwurkynge, and of foresaying 
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things to come;" .. ,the art of chaunges," or trl1DSlU~tatioD 
)f metals, by which the alC(hemiits abstract pUlfl gold from 
)Id bratS and rust of iron. ,Also," the way of wiuning the 
racultye of Abrac." ,(An abbreviation of Abracadabra,; a 
nagicaJ word.-Mr. Locke.) And" the universal lan
guage of Masons." (See Bool ofOoM. p. 19. F. M. 
Librtuy,p. 11. HUtcAinBon,Oalcott, &c. &c. Pre.ttmf 

b.3. So I.) 
All this', is not to be do",bted; for Fr~ Masonry declares 

it in the most solemn for~ and under her highest sanctions, 
in the very words quoted. here. ' Will any man, not having 
seen her mysteries, presume to contradict her grand lodges~ 
and her grand chapters, and her grand office bearers, on 
both lIides of the Atlantic 1 I am penlUaded not one. 

This is the attire in which Free Masonry anays herself; 
it is her court dress; her usual apparel is more simple. In 
the common ,intercoune of the fratemity in this country, 
she does claim, it is tru~ most effectually to execute what 
Christianity was intended to accomplish, the establishment 
of fraternal relations aQloog all the SODS of Adam; but this 
without the most distant idea of representing berself to be 
a very efficient character, and Christianity feeble; DO. no; 
" 1M .mverstll principlu of the art unite mea of the mut 
oppotite lena., of 1M trllMt t:listant countries, and of tAe 

frltMt comradictory opinions; in une i7ulissoluble bond of aJ
fedion;" (F. M. Mon. part l. ch. 1. Preston, b. I. sec. 3.) 
but yet she is only ,( tile 1&andmaitl of relJ8Wn." 

Now, is she Dot a pattern of humility 1 Able to do 
this; unite in one iIulu.oluble bond of affection, men of the 
frIO" 'oppoaite te1let8, and yet- content to be accounted the 
handmaid instead of. the. mistress 1 Truly, she wrongs 
herself to the praise of her modesty; taking the lower seat, 
when every reflecting mind must be conscious, that the 
muter of the feut, on entering, will Say, " Friend,. go up 
higher," and she will have honour in the eyes of all men. 
0, inimaculate art of demonstrating moral truth by geo· 
metric~ solutions' (F. M. L. p. 179. F. M. Manual, p. 189. 

20 

Digitized by Google 



...... 

154 FREE MASONRY, 

Pruton', IUtUltrationB of Malonry, p.61. b. 2. s. 4. Har
die', Mon. p. 89. F. M. Mon. part 1. ch. 10. TIle Charge 
to t1&e new'lyadmitted FeUow C,.aft.) 0 renowned" Art of 
finding new arts,'" "for her' own proftt and praise!" (F. 
M. L. p. 11. Book of Cons. p. 19. P"eltOn, b. 3. Ii. 1.) 
" Haw sluJIl aU tlwt pats by, clop their hands ot thee, and 
~, is this the .oaety ,bat men caU the perfection of beauty! 
thpt is "built on the Rock of Ages!" (Mr. Town, p.24.) 
the glory and beauty of the whole earth 1 0, how art thou 
fallen, Daughter of the night, and of darkness, and there is 
none to help thee I "Thine enemies llime opened their 
mouth; they hil.; they .ay, CertaiRly this ,is t1&eday we 
looked for; we have fotmil; we have .een it."'" 

Though our lady always carril;S some jewels to allure, 
and the same immodest spirit to defile, yet her common 
garb is of this aorta ' 

She ,is self-eomplaisant enough to think that it is useful, 
and even necessary for the pr~motion of virtue, that her in
fluence'should universally prevail, and that all consciences 
should be laid under the restraint of her oaths. And, be
cause Evangelical troth is much esteemed by some, Free 
Masonry, by the hand of Mr. Town, and the Grand Chap
ter of New-York, (Town'. Spec. M. p. 31.) is declared 
to .. embrace the whole BUl;ect matter of the divine econo
.fIIg ;" and present "for BVhlirJae contemplation," .. the deep 
mysteriu of the, Divine Word, in whom aU the fulna. of 
,the Godhei:ul dwelt bodily." (Idem. p. 24.) Thi& pleases 
some Christians. 

But 8.8 other men are infidels, she presents herself to them, 
in the c;:eremonial of the craft, publicly offering prayers in 
mockery of truth: "A. we are now about to enlighten a 
fellow mortal in Free MaBonry, wilt thou enlighten tUI in a 
knowledge ofdivine truth." (Book of Con •. p. 151.) And 
from profane lips uttering over the novice, "End. him 

'" Jeremiah • 
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with a Compei67ICY of divine . wist1mn, thot, by the secreu of 
our art, he f1I4g be better enabled tf) diBp~ ihe beauty of 
holiness." (Found, without material variations, .Hardie's.. 
Mon. p.218. Book of Cons. p.l~. .Ahimaa Rezon, p. 
45. 'F. M. L. p. 129. Pr6llton, b. ~ s. 3. Cross'. Chart.' 
s. 1. F. M. Mon. part 1. ,cb: _8 pp. 36, 37.) At no time 
reverentiy naming . the only Mediator ~tween . .God and 
man, but avoiding the name of J~sus QUl Lord: and this 
suita the infidels. , 

But many of the fraternity care for none of these things ; 
give the!D' the jovial meetirlg, the exciting cup, the smoking 
vian., and tbe mantle of night. To t~ese she comu with 
laughter and song: , . 

" Let your hearts be blytho and gay ; 
"J01 and mirth let all diaplay • 

.. No dull can 
"Shall enter here, 

"For this is Muon's holiclay." 
Predon, ttL 1788. 

And should sober friends doubt the tendency of this noe
turnal institution, .she furnishes her votary with !,uitable de-
fum& ' 

" Coxcomieal pedants ~y say what they can ; 
" AbulIII UI, ill UIIl, DB, and laugh at our plan ; 
.. We'IIlemper our morlar, enliveD our souls, I 

.. And join in a chorus o'ef full flowing bowls. 
Cho~" We altllflY' are free," &:c. 

11M. 

This suits the lovers of fun, and of good liquor; and many 
are the poorfellows living monuments tO,its efficacy, but 
dead to society; deaJ, breathing, moving, yawning, d,ead 
men; waiting for the monster to close their eyes, ~d to lay 
them welcome to their fellow earth, forgotten in the tomb. 

By this obliging and accommodating spirit, she extends 
her arms to all the world, and holds within her fond embrace 
men of the most opposite tenets. Does one charge her with 
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licentiousness? She, in tl moment, repeats all the emblems 
and morals of the apprentice's degree. Does one c~arge 
ber with infidelity, ranJ[ deism? She quotes Mr. Town and 
the Grand Chapter, officially declaring that: "As ,he Word 
in the first "erIe of St. John, cORstilutes the fOlmdation, the 
subject matter, tntd 'he great ultimate enil of the ChristiBR 
economy; so docs the same WORD in. all' its relations to 
man, time, and eternity, constitute the verY essence of spe
culative Free Masonry." [Spec. Masonry, p. 154., the last 
clause of chap. 13.] 

Does any one say, she is senseless and unmeaning 1 She 
immediately calls up Mr. Preston, Col. Webb, Mr. Cross, 
Messrs., and gentlemen by scores, to declare, "Free Ma
sonry is a progressive science:" "Masonry includes almost 
every branch of polite learning;" I' to exhaust the various 
subjects of which Masonry treats, would transcend the pow
ers of the brightest genius. " 

Does any say she is contemptible? She replies: 

" Th, greatest of mooarchs, the wi&eat of men, 
.. FJ'll8 Masonry, h_oDoured again and again:, 
.. And Dobies have quitted all other delights, 
&< With joy to preside in our mystical rites." 

W ashington,W arren, and Franklin, are names often 
quoted to the honour of FreeMasonry. It does not appear 
that the first concerned himself with it. He was taken m, 
as many have since been, and said no more about it. But 
Washington civilly answered the complime~ts of the Grand 
Lodges, and that is reason enough for Free Masonry to de-
corate herself with his name. , 

Warren and Franklin were active Free Masons: so has 
been George IV. and Frederick the Great. But in 'either 
case, was it for her sake, whose Grand Master so pu~ani
mously died under the stroke of the two foot rule, the square, 
and the mallet? Did they court the lodges for the sake of 
bantering with strangers: "you are a Mason then, I pre-
sume?" . 

"I am; try me." 
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For the embrace of the five points of fellowship, and for 
the Shibboleth of Free Masonry t ,Not they. 

What. was their object,Jeto~ers say:' surely it was not 
'Cor the light or the love of Free Masonry. Franklin and 
Warren saw thest~>rm of tJte revolution in the clouds which 
precE!de the rain. They sought the 'deliverance 6f their 
country from foreign sway., 'One who works against the 
ru1ing powers of 'any form of government, will find ,Free 
Masonry, as Weishatq)t did in working again$t aU forms of 
government, a good tool. ' 

Many officers of our revolutionary anny, for p~time, 
and a conf~emcy to sustain them und~1' their peculiar trials 
and dangers, fell into the anns of Free Masonry. They 
were regarded as rehel~, withOut b~ing paid like patriots; 
and so it was, for whatever reason, Free Masonry first flou· 
rished in our country~ through the struggle for our national 
independ~nce . 

. Why Frederick the Great was engaged in the lodges, will 
appear in the sequel. That the present king of England. 
while Prince of Wales, presided over the lodges of England, 
may be accounted for by the use then made of Free Masonry 
on the continent of Europe, to destroy, not olJiy every throne, 
but every form of government. He, as heir to a, throne, 
would take care for it: and how better, than by heading 
and thus guiding the most pOwerful engine of attack level· 
led against the Bourbons of France 1 A prince, having the 
wisdom to confer a knighthood for tlie capture of an Ame· • 
rican frigate, would cheerfully have given an earldom to the 
subject, who, at that period, had blown Free Masonry fairly 
out of water; but parliament, in 1799, putting, an extin· 
guisber upon its vanity, by confining it to ihe three degree.; 
and the royal family condescending to govern it, it is now 
in E.and as harmless' and 'respe(table and silly, as a 
collrt fool. ' 
. It is harmless only as a political engine; in its influence 
upon the inorals, Free Masonry is a curse to any people. 
Gentlemen may point out a thousand instances of her ex-
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cellefit moral intiuence; but she is a deceiver, and capnot 
be trusted when she speaks the . truth. All have hew 
of the veracity Of the. thirsty savage, who,. on' a winter's day, 
received his,quart for a deer, which the shopman "might 
find"-but'did not find. The savage, when afterwards 
challenged, replied, " You found Sigamond Ipke 1" " Yes. " 
-",And the great white oak 1" , ., Yes."-"'It isweU if In
dian tell two truths to one lie." Like' this veracity is the 
moral influence of Fre~ Masonry. She defines geometry 
and the sciences, like Playfair; and tells you, ",these are 
~he delight of.the lodges." You find the lodge, as eertain 
as the shopman did the big w1;Ute. oak by Sigamond lake, 
but n~ deer is there. She ~iscourses upon .religion and mo
rality, like a saint; and pretends to guide her followers to 
a blessed immortality. They find the whiteoak and the 
lake, two truths; but the maio thing is false: Free Ma
sonry is a blind guide. She pretends that "1M WORD in tlte 

.first verse of St. JolI;n, in all its reltztiom to man, time,-and 
eter7,ity, constitwes 1M very spirit and euence of speculative 
Free Masonry :" Town's Spec. Free Mas. p. 154.) an as
sertion, so barefaced, that it beats the effrontery of the In
dian by two bow shots; and it is impossible to conceive how 
it could be solemnly pronounced, and officially sanctioned, 
and, after five years opportunity of reflection, repeated, in 
the second edition of Town's S. M. But there it is,.p. 144; 
let the Grand Chapter look to it; Free Masonry can all-

• SlYer it only with her life. 
0, could this voice reach the ears of the hone'stfraterni

ty,how distinctly would it cry: "Free -Masonry is a fiend, 
a legion of foul spirits ; a wonder. like the smoke coming 
up from the bottomless pit, that darkens the sun and the air. 
Full of all subtlety and craftiness, she takes the profession 
of an angel of light, yet dwells unseen in the datness. 
She plants herself upon the same co-eternal and unsluJJten 
foundation with Christianity, as taught in divine revela~ 
tion, thus comparing her midnight face with the church, 
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"clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with ban
ners." She dwells in the midst of deceit, teaching her 
children tOo "bend their tongues like tI:.leir bows for lies." 
Peofe sing to "embrace in bod y. and substance the whole 
duty of man as a moral being;" (Gr. C/lapter N. Yark. 
Town, p. 23.) professing to be, in the inimitable language 
of the scriptures, a fountain of li~illg waters; she is, in
dee~, hewn out with men's hands, a broken · cistern, that 
can hold no water." . 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

Royal Arch Masonry . 

.. Attention, Mark Master, YOl\'re called to appear 

.. Before our famed workman, the chief bv'erseeq 
. " Since our labours are finished, for wag~s prepare, 

.. The Lord of the vineyard will give each his share." 
F. M. Library, p. 215. 

" There is no more occasion for lev~ or plumb-line, 
.. For trowel or gavel,Jor compass or square; 
" Our works are completed, th&Ark safely scated, 
" And we shall b~ greeted /II workmen mOlt rare." 

Ibid. p. 232. 

COMMENCING this work with an earnest desjre to do it up 
thoroughly, my heart leaped with the hope of taking the 
highest degrees of Free Masonry in a fraternity of Right 
Honourables. Leisure, and wealth and ambition to carry 

"ght 
carry 
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every gOQd thing to a high state of perfection, epabie the 
gentlemen of England in some points, to surpass the busi
ness men of our Republic; and it eou1d not be dO!1bted 
that Free Masonry would receive deserved attention in the 
metropolis of Eur~ -

Soberly I resolved upon it: "the i\lStitution appears hol
low and senseless; yet it is sustained by judicious and sub
stantial men. I hue undertaken to investigate it, and 
London will afford a field rich with satisfaction to my 
doubts. To London let me go." 

While meditating on this matter, and shaping my purpo
ses in due season to accomplish it, I happened in another 
metropolis to meet an exceUent grand master of the Grand 
Lodge -. -, and challenging him upon _ the outrageous 
pretensions of our fraternity, he soon put me at rest uphn 
the score of obtaining more satisfactwy information in Lon
don. 

What I not be able to take a degree of Masonry in all 
Great -Britain higher_. than the third, or sublime degree of 
master ~ason 1 How must the masonic reader be surpri
sed to hear it: it is not credible: yet the most excellent 
grand master affirmed that it was so. 

" How do they manage in the master's degree, where 
our lodges give a sub,titut~ for the lost word 1" 

" They 'give the word at once,''' he replied, "and tile 
cwe ends there." 
• I have heard that the British have a portion of good 
sen8e, and was inclined to believe this true friend of An
cient Free Masonry; but the affair was too important to 
rest upon individual testimony. He kindly referred me to 
the second article of the union of the Gr!lnd Lodge of 
England with the Dissenters, headed by the Duke of Athol, 
ratified in London,27th December, A. D. 1813; copies of 
which were sent to ea~h of the GrlUld Lodges of the Uni
ted States of America. - I can never obtain that, which de
clares, according to my grand master, that all apcient Free 
i-.taBonry -is CcmtaiTIf:,d witkin tI,e lodgu of ~Vaster Masons. 
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And here are some good reasons for believing it, 1intil 
the article itself is faund. _ 
. Preston's IUustl'ations of Masonry pretend, to give a full 

and perfect illustration of all the degrees, public ceremo
nies, and forms of Free Masonry. He takes no notice of 
any degree in Masonry higher than the master's. But in 
the historical p~ of his later editions, he mentions the for
mation of the HarodimChapter, A. D. 1781; and, at the 
same time, expresses fears for the consequences of some 
.odma iJUlOOtJtimu in Masonry. 

Hutchinson's Spirit ofM;asonry, published in 1764, treats 
liberally of the three degrees, and of the three only. 
He speaks of the royal arch; but indistinctly, and does not 

account it a fourth degree of Masonry. He was a man 
who would not have spared. to honour the glorious craft. 
Mesourania, with higher· degrees; had they been knOwn 
then to English Masons. 

Jachin and Boaz professes to give a perfect key to all 
the arcana of Free Masonry, without an intimation of a 
degree above the lodges: that was published about 17'ro. 

Ahlman Rezon, published in London, 1764, treats of the 
three degreeS, and names the holy royal .. cIa~ as the very 
marrow of Free Masonry; but not as a distinct degree, not 
as a separate order of Masonry. 

" 7Yane principal ltepa in oar ladder there be. 
" A mJ1derY to aU but to thotIe that ani 6ee." 

.fhUnan Buoa. 

The Book of Constitutions of M88Iachusetts, ed. 1792, 
prohses to give a complete history of Free Masonry, both 
in England and Massachusetts, but it makes no mention of 
any degree, in either COllDtry, above the lodges of master 
~asons. 

Lawrie's History of Free :Masonry' professes to give_ 
fuB history of the craft, and makes no meDtion of any body . 
of Masons higher than masten; but in the CODItitutioD ar 
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the Grand Lodge of Scod~d, it is expressly declared, dUll 
all ancient St. John's Masonry is containf,l(i within the three 
degrees of apprentice, fellow craft" and master Mason. 
(Lawrie' H istory of MWlCmry, chap. C01l8tlttltion of tlu: 
Grand LOllge of Scotland.) 

Smith's Use and Abuse of Masonry is an elaborate octa· 
vo of some 400 pages, critical and historical, published iB 
London, 1784, without noticing a chapter, or the royal ,arch 
degree, or any degree higher than the master's. 

ealcou's Disquisition upon Free Masonry, republished at 
Boston, 1770, gives no treatise upon the royal arch degree. 
or any degree above the master's. 

By act of Parliament, 1799, all secret assemblies what
over are made penal, except those of the Free Masons' 
lodges. Vide Ency. Britt. art. Masonry. · . 

Visiting London, then, with a view practically to acquire 
a correct knowledge of the higher degrees of Free Mason-
ry, would be labour lost. . -

No; we have the information nearer home. Hear the 
voice of experiepce, "of a distinguished member of our 
fraternity," says the Free Mason's Library. "The brief 
analysis which it gives of Masonry cannot be too deeply 
impressed upon the minds of all who are, or who would be
come, Free and Accepted Masons." (F. M. Lib. p. 6 of 
the preface.) "In the mark Mason's degree I obtained a 
plan' well ordered in all thmgs,' to !,lvert the evils of any 
disOrganizing power, and prevent the calamities of poverty 
and want. (Excellent! who would not be a Free Mason 1) 
As a past master, I learned the true art of governing my· 
self, and those over w~om I should be appointed to preside. 
In the most exceUent master's degree, I was carried back 
to the time when the temple was finished, the capstone 
brought forth with shoutings .of' grace, grace to it,' the 
ark safely seated, the most excellent masters prostrate be· 
fore the Eternal, praising his goodness and mercy; and the 
fire of heaven · not only burning on the altar, but in the 
hearts of the worthy; my heart was touched as with a live 
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cool from the altar, and I could not but exclaim: 'Glory 
100600 in the highest.'" (He is only pr,!-ctising the Masonic 
U Arte of wunder wurkynge." Vide F. M. L. p. 11.) "In 
the royal arch Maspn's degree, I beheld myself exalted to .. 
the top of Pisgah, an extensive scene opened to my view 
of the glory andg90dness of the.most.excellent high priest 
of our salvation. I dug deep for.· hidden treasures, found 
them, and regained the omnific word:" (" visible in the 
temple in St.Jerome's time, written in the ancient Sama
ritan characters.") The Bame word which the lJritish Ma
sons give in. the third degree, our panting brethren must 
chase to the top of the sublime degree of master Mason, and 
thence to the bottom of the ninth arch. This is a great im
provement of Free Masonry. It returns the English com
pliment to Yankee ingenuity in the ~onstruction of labour
saving machines: the hungry manufacturers prefer their 
own halldy-work to a Brewster. 

The impiety of this extract from the preface of the Free 
Mason's Library, should not have been left 1,lnnoticed a mo
ment. I abominate it; and copy it here to ~e discredit of 
}<'ree Masonry, by the hand of her faithful sen'ant, the 
Hrand Lodge of Maryland. (Vide their sanction to the 
Free Mason's Library, p. 3.) 

0, it is laughable what a confusion the masonic degrees 
are in. The book of Constitutions of Massachusetts, giv
ing "a true idea of Masonry," says: .. three classes are 
.~enerolly admitted, under different appellations:" (p. 121.) 
which is a plain intimation that less than three are some
times.admitted widlout falsifying the true,idea of Masonry. 

We have already seen in this chapter hoW many authors 
tt"eat of Free Masonry as contained wholly within ,he tAree 
degrees. (Vid. p. 161.) 

Cole's Free Mason's Library, with the sanction of the 
Grand Lodge of Maryland prefixed, giving a brief sketch 
of the respective degrees of ancient Free ~asonry, says: 
"There are (I am bold to assert) but four degrees in an
cient Free MR.Sonry. This opinion accords [hear, hear 'J 
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bot only with the sentiments of the oldest and best inform
ed Masons, with whom I have conversed, but is, a1so, 
agreeable'to written and printed documents in my posses
sion; some of the latter of which are almost as old as the 
art of printing itsel£' They are as follows: 

"1. Entered 4Pprentice. -
" 2. ~el~w Craft . 
.. ·3. Master Mason . 
.. 4. Royal Arch Mason." 

Free Mason's Library, p. 318. 
This is a capital witnC88. He mJ\kes 'one more degree 

than the Grand Lodge of l\lassachusetts,· in their Book of 
Constitutions, and the Masons of JJritain admit: -but hear 
him. . 

"The following orders, which have withill a few years 
palt hem manufactured mIn degrees, ar, merely elucidatory 
of the second, third; and fourth degrees, viz. 

Past Master, 
Mark Master. 
Select Master, 
Most Excellent Master, 
Royal Master, and 
Ark Master, or Noachite,!' 

.' (These have been manufac
tured within a few years past; 
it is not many years, since Mr. 
Cole's fourth degree, the Roy
al ArOO,was also manufac
tured.) 
Free Mas. LiiwaryJ, p. 318. 

Now, by turning to the Grand Circular of the Most Puis. 
sant Sovereign Inspectors General of Free Masonry, found 
in DalOOo's Orations, p. 78, we shall see a list of the names 
of the masonic degrees to the number of thirty-tlaree: ma
nufactures flourish. They are ,all enumerated in this vo
lume. 

Again ! "List of the various masonic degrees. 
" In a late publication, 1816, we find the following list of 

masonic degrees, which the author states are conferred in 
ihe Sublime Grand Lodg~ in Charleston, S. C., in the city 
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of New-York, and in Newport, R. I.;" and then follow the 
names of forty-tJaree degrees!-(FreeMlU. Library, p.317.) 

What a beautiful ~tructure is Ancient Free Masonry! 0 

con.iltent in ita plan; so harmonious in its parts ; 0 fin' bed 
inite execution I Generally, it is three stories high, some
times _.oftentimes four, and then seven, seventeen, thir
ty-three, and forty-three; yet it is always the ,ame mperb 
edifice; never too narrow on the ground, never too high in 
the air; and never containing more or less than 44 the whole 
duty of man lU a moral being; compriBing a ~ of 
pri1tcipleB confOnaable to the very nature and jitnell C?f 
thiogs."-Town', Spec. Free Malonry, p. 23 . 

.. T/yJ willdom iDSpired the great institutiOD ; 
.. Thy etrength lIhall 'Dpport it, till Dature expire ; 

" And when the creation lIhall t\J1 into ruin, 
.. It. beaDty ~all me tluough the midst oftbe fire ..... , 

Ri 101 de roI, 101 de rol, ri tol d" roJ. 

To reason with intoxicated men, is useless; with ma.dmen, 
IS absurd: V(lIUl mnt et risu digna: intolerable vanity is a 
fair object of ridicule; it is har~ened against reason; satire 
alone can co~ect it. The writer is not unkind towards 
Free Masonry: even charity may laugh at folly, to make 
others laugh at it, and avoid it. . 

That the.Royai Arch is a degree.of ancient Free Masonry, 
one hundred chapter. in the single state of New-York are 
ready to testify, with Webb, Town, Cross,Cole, Dalcho, 
and a host of other authors, sanctioned by the highest au
thorities of Free Masonry. 

On the other hand, that it is not a degree of ancient Free 
Masonry, is asserted by the Grand Lodges of England and 
Scotland, and by all the legally constituted masonic autho
rities of Great Britain, supported by Preston, Lawrie, and 
the Book of Constitutions of Massachusetts. 

It dates from its beginning, which date is inecribed by the 

• Free M".on'. Library, p. m. 
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Grand Lecturer, J. L. Cross, upon the prostyle temple, co
pied in this vol. p. 55, and sanctioned by the greatest names, 
and highest bodiCl' of Maso~ in "N orth America. Naming 
the grand offiCe~, he says, " Elected 10th SepL A. D. fS19. 
&. A. M. 2349." Nothing can J>e more certain, then, thaJi 
tha~ as A. D., the era of our Lord was A: D. 1819; 80 was 
R.'A. M., the era of Royal Arch Masonry, R. A. M.2349. 

So, Mr. Town, sanctioned by Ute Grand OAapter of 
New- York, and the greate.t names of MaB0n8, in a labour
ed attempt to show, "fhat ancient Masonry has been the 
medium through which the Pentateuch, or five books of 
Moses, have been preserved to the world," (Town'. Specu
lative Free Masonry, second ed. p. 190.) clearly asserts, 
.~ We have a tr~ition descending fr~m time immemorial, 
involving certain facts unknown to the world, that the sa
cred ark, together with tile book of the law, was removed 
from the most holy place, under masonic direction, and so 
deposited as to escape that overwhelming destruction 
which swept the whole land of Judea. From this tradi
tion we learn where; and under what circumstances, th~ 
hook of the law was found. . The very name of royal arch 

, h~ a significant allusion, well understood by every brother 
of that degree. Tile "cry foundation of tlurtdegree resis 
on this fact. "-( Ibid. p. 208.) 

This tritling pretension of Free Masonry is.in the mouths 
of the disciples of the nOCturnal school from Oanterbury 
Green to Alalllius Square, and is commonly urged upon 
Christians as n motive of gratitude to Free Masonry for the 
important service and distinguished favour thus conferred 

. upon religion. .. What claims of gratitude," cries Mr. • 
Town and the grand chapter: .. What claims of gratitude 
'taB ancifmt Ma~onry on the whole Ohristian world, as the 
angel of mercy in protecting tite revelations of Grace /" 

.. Gratitude!" 0, how mistaken is Mr. Town. Does 
not ancient Free Mnsonry confess that, she saved Imt ,Itt! 
Pffltat,."rh ? 

Digitized by Google 



1I.0YAL ABCH I(ASONay • 

.. Quoth abe, if you Bll8pect rDJ troth, 

.. I caDDot prove it but by oath ; 
" And if you make a qu(llltion on't, 
"l'I1pawn my word that 1 have done't." 

167 

No doubt; but where were the books of the prfYJIkets and of 
the Psalms? Did the hussy in her haste lea~e them to 

perish 1 Such carelessness was unpardonable; true, these 
were saved, but no thanks to ancient' Free M~onry; she 
left undone mucJl the larger part of her duty, and is entitled 
rather to reproof than" gratitude. " 

Now 530, the number of years before the Christian era 
that the foundations of the second temple were laid at Je
rusalem, and that the fact occurred on which the royal arch 
is founded, added to A. D. 1819, the year when the " most 
excellent grand' officers" were elected, exactly gives 'the 
era of royal arch Masonry, according to Mr. Cross. ~ 

530 
A.,D.1819 

R. A. M. 2349 
•• FiaJe hwulred and tAirty;live years before the birth of 

oQl' Saviour, the foundation of the second temple was laid 
at Jerusalem ;' at which time tho.e peculiar circumstances 
occurred which gave rise to the royal arch degree.'" (Tem
plar'. Ohart, p. 10.) 

On the other hand, Mr. Webb, second in Masonry to no 
other man, supported by the' Grand ChaPter of Rhode 
Island, giving _ the important tradition belonging to the 
Knight. of the Arch, (Free Mason's Monitor, part 2. book 
1. ChBP, 10. New-York, 1802.1 states that Joabert, Stockin, 
and G., having, by the special favour of the Most High, 
been "permitted to' discover the most precious jewels of 
Masonry," Solomon conferred upon them as a reward, " the 
most sublime and mysterious degree of royal arch Mason
ry." 

This royal arch is a "most mysterious degree," all will al
low. Those only who take it are privileged to ,descant up-
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on its sublimity. Hear one: "In the royal arch MaBon'8 
degree I beheld myself exalted to the top of Pugah," &C. 
We quote here, what the Sublime Master of Perfection so 
empbaticallyapplies to the tradition of the sublime degree 
of master Mason: . 

.. Nil flilt uDquam 
" Tam diBpar aibi." 

Never was any thing so contradictory. 
Second temple founded A. M. 3466 
Solomon's temple finisbed A. M. 3000 

466 years the royal 
arch stoOd firm without a foundation I This would be un
accountable ~ any art' except the" art of wonder working, 
and the facultie of Abrac;" which 

.. Makes furmer times shake hauda with latter, 

.. Aud that which wu before, 90m8 after." 

Finally, ihe royal arch is, and is not, a degree of ancient 
Free MasOnry. . It began 466 years before its beginning; 
being founded on a iDeU known circumstance which occur
red in building the 8econd temple at Jerusalem; and con
ferred by king Solomon, as a reward, upon his . grand mas
ter architects, at the completion of the first temple; all 
which is a mysteiy impenetrable to a master ~ason, and 
worthy of the reader's profound admiration. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Review of TOlD7", Speculative Free MtJlonry . 

.. What have the Muon'. taught muWnd~" 
"They have taught the arta of agriculture, ,architecture, astronomy, 

geometry, arithmetic, m~ poetry, chemiBtry, government, and religion." 
-Boolc of Conrtitutitnll, Pruton, F • .M. Library, Hutehimtm, and Cakotl. ' 

PROTEUS had not so many different shapes as Free Ma
sonry puts on; nor did he change his form with any more 
facility than our modem divinity will hers. His strength 
laid not in the might of his power, for though he transform
ed himself into a fierce looking savage, he was tame to the 
fearless assailant; though into a roaring fire, he burned not 
the hand that dared to grasp him; and though into a migh
ty torrent, he was easily arrested by a resolute arm. So 
with Free Masonry; all her strength lies in her power of 
eluding the grasp of her adversaries.· Those who have 
been admitted into her cave, eit~er despise and forsake her, 
or use her arts for their own purposes, and are lost in the 

* .. Fiet enim Bubito IUB horridus, atraque tigris, 
.. SquamOllUBtluedraco,et fuln cervice leaena: 
.. Aut acrem ftammae BOnitum dabit, atque ita vinclis 
.. Excidet; aut in aquas lanuel dilapsus abibit."-Yirgil • 

.. The wily god will try to loose his hold, 

.. And various forms &BIume:-
" With foamy tusks will seem a bristly boar, 
.~ Or imitate the lion's angry roar i 
.. Break out in crackling Sames to shun thy mare, 
.. Or hiss a dtagon, or a tiger stare ; 
.. Or, with a wile thy caution to betray, 
" In Seeting streams attempt to slille away."-Drpn. 

2'l 

Digitized by Google 



REVIEW OF 

medley of her pretensions. None grasp her and drag her 
to the light; and if her bones are exposed by some sh,rewd, 
or some peljured hand, to the common gaze, the world 
finds in them small likeness of her whose name is MYSTERY, 

and suffers them to be buried in forgetfulness. And there let 
them lie: I meddle not with the works of others: I med
dle not with any thing properly belonging to the Masonic 
craft alone; the signs by which they know one 8J)other. Ma
sons may yet sing, as now, 

.. By points of good fellowship we still accord, 

.. Observing each brother's true Bign, grip, and word." 

I betray neither; but the character of the whole, it is 
my duty to proclaim; and that I do procla,im, in the words 
of this 1J00k: those who can may answer. 

The tokens arc nothing to me. What matter if some 
determinc to know cach other, by touching knuckles or el
bows! The signs of Free Masonry are as genteel as whis
pering in company, and among men are less offensive; for 
some of them would not be observed when a whisper would. 
They arc a harmless thing, however, and need ,.ot interrupt 
ourcngagement with weightier matters. 

The antique record from the Book of Constitutions, with 
Mr. Locke's notes, contained also in Preston, in Hutchin
son '8 Spirit of Masonry, with the recommendation of the 
grand officers of the Grand Lodge of England, in Calcott's 
Disquisition on Masonry, and in the Free Masons' Library, 
with the recommendation of the Grand Lodge of Mary
land, accompanied, in every case, with notes calculated to 
conceal its falsehoods, utters at a breath the assertion pla
ced at the head of this chapter. I shall not go about to 
disprove it; if it carry not in itself an antidote to its 'falsity, 
I cannot administer one. . 

Free Masons teach" government and religion:" "woot 
nppcar~ most odd, is, that they reekon religi(Jn among thf' 
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arts ;" and also among the .arts for which mankind are in
debted to the teachings of Masonry. 

And now, reader, I will take some pains to show how 
Free Masonry teaches mankind religion. In doing this I 
have no tale of private scandal to raise or to circulate; no 
secret of the true Noachidw$ to tamper with; no depen
dence to place upon the greatness of a single name for the 
facts in. the case: but the ~at society M'''''~.'''', " I am in 
the midst ~f heaven," under the hand of an excellent grand 
chaplain, and the public signatures of its most- distinguished 
patrons, and great grand Qflicers, has' copiously furnished 
the proof to our hand. 

"A System of Speculative Masonry." 
" RECOMlliENDA TIONS. 

"Grand Chapter of the State of New-York, convened in 
the city of Albany, Feb. 7,5817. 

" Ruolved unanimou,ly, that this. Grand Chapter recom
mend to the public in general, and more especially to all 
masonic brethren, 'The System of Free Masonry,' about 
to be published by Companion Salem Town, Grand Chaplain. 
The subject of that work having been exhibited before the 
members o.f this Grand Chapter in a series of addresses, we 
do recolnmend it as a most valuable production on Specula
tive Masonry, and believe it will be of great importance to 
the institution in general, and interesting to every friend of 
truth, of sound principles, and benevolent feelings. 

--- ---,t 
Gr. Sec. of the Gr. Chapter." 

Here follows another, with nine names appended, and to 

... Dermott'. and Hutchinllon'. ancient name of Free Muone. 
t I hope the reader will pardon the omi_on of names; they lometimes 

belOlll to men of high penonal respect; it would be cruel to make ,their 
weakn881 our mirth, but Free Ma80nry hereclfi. fair game. 
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every name both a grand titular pre-fix and a suf..fix: e. g. 
" Most Excellent ----, Grand High PriesL" 

A third recommendation, under the hand of Z. R. 8---, 
Past Deputy Grand JfJgh Priest, says of this work, (which 
he entities, Town's Addresses to the Grand Chapter of New
York,) "They develope the origin, principles, and use of 
the institution, and redeem the sacred order at once from 
the ignorance, spleen, and mistaken dread of a too censo
rious world." 

The chapter of recommendations concludes as follows: 
"Recommendation of the Honourable and most Excellent 
CompaOion DE W. C., General Grand High Priest of 
the General Grand Chapter of the U oited States of Ame
rica; Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of 
New-York, &c. &c. 

"Having perused some chapters of a manuscript, enti
tled, 'A. System of Speculative MaJlonry,' by Companion 
Salem Town, of Washington county, highly approving the 
general outlines of this work, and being satisfied of its ac
curate and able illustrations of the benign principles of 
Free Masonry, I have no hesitation in recommending it to 
the Fraternity. Dated at Albany, 20tQ March, 5817."
[Signed by a name that belongs to his country.] 

This last is more guarded than the preceding, and yet is 
sufficiently broad for animadversion. I sincerely regret 
that a gentleman desenedly distinguished should put his 
name in the front of this puffing work; but no name upon 
earth will be found sufficient to support the extravagance of 
the copious extracts which soon follow. 
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€HAPTER XXVIII. 

#Showing /tow Free ~Iasonry is a Guide to a Blessed Im
mortality. 

" Happy, happy mortals, rise ! 
.. Taste with us immortal joys, 
.. Blooming on yon sacred tree, 
It Pla.nted by the Deity ; 
" The hallowed fruit is Ml1!onr!/. 
" Far beyond the pregnant sky, 
II Thero the hopes of Masons lie . 
.. Ma60Ds' happy choice above 
It Masons every blessing prove." 

Pruloll . 

MUCH reliance is placed upon Mr. Town's work by the 
friends of Masonry. The unanimous recommendation of 
the Grand Chapter, who heard it as it was delivered in 
lectures, entitles it to a fair and. close examination. No
thing can be more just to the author and to his com menders, 
than to give a large view of the work in its own words; 
therefore the reader may expect, if Mr. Town's work be 
condemned, it shall be by the evidence of his own mouth, 
andJothat no( cantily furnished. 

To begin with our author, the title-page is furnished 
with thi scripture: "To him that overcometh will I give 
to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man 
knoweth, saving he that receiveth it. "-St. John. 

"According to the revelation of the mystery, which \Va 
kept secret ince the world began. "-S,. Palll. 

. . 
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To which I add a line from a heathen poet: 

" Accipe nunc Danaum inaidiu, et crimine ab uno di8Ce omnea.'''1< 
.EneitI, ii. 65. 

In the preface our author says: " At the annual meeting of 
the Grand Chapter in Feb. 1816, the idea was suggested of 
preparing for the press several masonic addresses, which had 

. ". been exhibited before that honourable body. On mature 
deliberation, the measure was thought expedient, and adopt. 
ed.' Relying on the better discernment of respectable and 
well informed brethren, the work has been submitted. It 
is, therefore, presented to the public, not for its elegance 
of composition, but for its truth." 

Throughout his preface, our author speaks of candour 
and kindness; wishing, for the sake of peace and charity, 
that all men were Masons, and disclaiming the thought of 
deception, he inquires how improbable it is that all Masons 
have been deceived 1 

" Tum vero ardemuslCitari, et quaerere 8&UlaI, 

" Ignari IIC81erum tantorum, artiIque Pelupe, 
.. ProIequitur pavitanB, et ficto pectore fatm." 

These fair words 

.. Railed expectationl in our longiDg hearts, 
.. Uuknowing lUI we were in Grecian arts. 
" BiI former trembling once.again rene_ed, 

..£neitl, ii. 105. 

.. With acted fear, the mortolthus purlUed."-Dryde& • 

. " PRELIMINARIES. 

"'rhe great field of masonic research has for many cell-

"''' Now hear how well the Greeks their wileadilguised; 
.. Behold a nation in a man compriled."-Dryden. 
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turies been explored by the most able, ingenious, and fruit
ful imaginations. The origin of the in~titution, its princi
ples, and design, have occupied many pens in every age. 
But notwithstanding those numerous, as well as great exer
tions, so often and so ably repeated, much still remain8~ 
The subject is not, neither can it be exhausted. The great 
and paramount point has never betln clearly and fully pre
sented to the world . 

.. That point," says Mr. Town, .. is simply this, that the 
principles of speculative Free Masonry have the same co
eternal and unshaken foundation, contain and inculcate in 
substance the same truth, and propose the same ultimate 
end, as the doctrines of Christianity taught by Divine Re
velation." (P. 13.) . 

This single point our author labours to establish, being 
himself persuaded, that (p.14.) .. if we would add univer
sal celebrity to our institution, the world must be convinced 
that the foundation is laid in evangelical truth." .. When 
evidence is exhibited to this effect," says Mr. Town, .. the 
great point is fully accomplished. The ignorant and super
stitious will be constrained to behold the LIGHT; the sober 
and discreet will rejoice in Masonry as a compendious sys
tem of moral and religious ~truction; while the pious and 
devout will embrace it as an auxiliary to human happiness, 
and a guide to a blel8ed immortality." (P. 15.) 0, the 
strait way to be happy here and hereafter! Pay twenty 
dollars and be a Free Mason. 

What a pretender is this Free Ml)Sonry! We have seen 
it before claim to be the most ancient and honourable in_ 
stitution descended from Heaven to bless mankind; but 
now, grown more bold, it claims to be founded on the Word 
of God, and on evangelical truth; to inculcate the same 
truth, and serve the same purpose, with Christianity, even to 
be a guide to a blessed immortality. 

The absurdity, the folly, the impiety of these pretensions, 
place them beyond the reach of comment. 
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CHAPTER XXIX .. 

Containing the Great Evangelical Outlines of Free ~[a
sonry. 

" WhonFollY'·lIOII8ariae, 
., M .. .onry to despise, 

.. Seom .. n their spite; 
" L .. ugh at their ignorance, 
" Pity their want of .anee, 

"Firmer unite."~MaIOrIic Chart. 

Toum's Speculative Free Masonry. Oltapter Ist.-" Tile 
great Outlines of Speculative Free Masonry.'~ 

"THAT speculative Free Masonry is wisely calculated," 
says Mr. T., " to irradiate the understanding, enlarge the 
capacity of the mind, and improve the heart, no man can 
doubt who has been correctly taught in its principles. These 
are facts capable of as positive proof as the nature of mo
ral fitness will admit. Weare, therefore, bound by that 
benevolence and charity we profess, to adopt every lauda
ble expedient, to remove error, prEtiudice, or misconception 
fro~ the public mind. On the accomplishment of this de
sirable object depends much of the celebrity of the institu
tion, and a great accession to human happiness. 

" That our minds may be refreshed on this subject, let uS 
turn our thoughts on some of the more prominent features 
of the masonic institution."· (P. 23.) 

" Speculative Free Masonry, as a system," says Mr. T., 
"evidently embraces, in body llnd substance, the whole 
duty of man as . a moral being, comprising a summary of 
principles conformable to the very nature and fitness of 
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things. Here is presented that variety and richness of scene
ry which charms the understanding; that beauty, sublimi
ty, and grandeur of objects, which fitls the contemplative 
mind "'ith admiring views." 

Now, mark the particulars which follow this promising 
introduction. lwill Dumber them. 

I. " Here*' we discover the wisdom of God in the sym
metry of nature, and the finger of Providence in the go
vernment of the ,*orld. (p. 24.) 

2. "The great outlines in the history of creation are also 
unfolded. (p. 24.) _ 

3. "The primitive innocence of man, the fall and con 
sequent scenes of natural and moral evil. 

4. "In a word, the history of nature and grace is most 
beautifully prefigured in a lively display of masonic sym
bols. (p. 24.) 

5. "Heret we vie}v the coincidence of principle and de
sign between the Christian scheme and speculative Free 
Masonry ,.~vith that pleasing admiration which satisfies in
quiry, and clearly proves our systemt based on the Rock of 
eternal Ages. As the subject continues to open, the mind 
is presented with an endless variety of sublime contempla
tions. (p. 24.) 

6. .. Such are the deep mysteries of the Divine WORD, in 
whom all thefuJness of the Godhead dwelt bodily. (P.24.) 

7. " Such the terrible majesty of Him that rideth upon 
the heavens by his name Jab, who plants his footsteps in 
the sea, and manages the storms. (pp.24 and 25.) 

8. "Such the boundless displays of the unsearchable 
riches of Divine benevolence. 

9. "Such the Grand Council of Eternity which devised 
and executed that great plan of man's redemption. (p.-25.) 

.. That is, in speculative Free Masonry. 
t In speculative Free Ma.sonry. * Speculative Free Ma.sonry. 

23 
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. 10. "The mind is thereby presented with· the eo-equal 
and co-eternal existence of the adorable persons in the sa-
+:::red Trinity~ llhe allm'kif?+:::f are direcP? meet 
YerstandiHY convinllHY 

This is the way to convince the Socinians. 0, how 
. easy I Make them Free Masons gratis. 

1I. "Here· we view the numerous allusions to that es-
f??ntial which the POWHff darkncsf? 
Yrought SHlf?iti??O to the 

12. "Here· we are taught in meekness to reverence 
the name of Jehovah, and dwell on the infinitude of. his 
perfections, the eternity of his nature. (p. 25.) . 

13. " these CHHfHH!fated H!fe clearly 
fHlded thH fkikS'ghHrOUS rehntif??:&!f of man? Yeing dHf§uF:lmM 
to survive the general destruction of nature herself, and 
triumph in immortal existence. (p. 25.) 

14. "The wisdom, and mercy, and goodness, andjustice 
uf the grHut as in the world, 
i~?f~ntrolintt? huuHming the naP.limd. [p.25.] 

15. "All the combined, uDspeakable excellencies of the 
omnipotent Creator. (p. 25.) 

16. "Time with all its interesting relations, eternity 
?Hith its COD????1 kiHiZCes. 

17 "TYi? murld as wildemHf%f%? heaven 
paradise of God. 'po 26.) 

18 .. " Mortal existence interwoven with pains, and sor
rows, and death-a happy immortality, endless fruition 

the if?f bliss. 
19. " uJith her SCudli?HD8 to th+::: kklhll.?d COnsciC+:::kk.":H. 

virtue with her sceptre of peace and her crown of rejoi-
cing. (p. 26.) . 

~. "Here·, in short, is a vilSt plenitude of moral and 
digious 

... In Specu1ative Free Muenry. 
t The l.odge Room. 
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21." The admiring views are sometimes turned on that 
wisdom which could devise, and that power which could 
call into being, worlds and syitems of worlds by the word 
of his power. 

22. "To adore that divinity whose goodness and mercy 
are so aslQnishingly displayed in the· salvation of man. 
(p.26.) . 
23~ "Here we are led to trace the streams of human 

happiness to the inexhaustible fountain of divine goodness. " 
.. Such are a few of those numerous excellencies, found in 
the system <>f Speculative Free Masonry. On these are in
delibly impressed the seals of imperishable worth. If such 
in very deed were not the facts, no man of sense and inde
pendence of mind could in any shape become attached to 
the institution. If all were a mere specious form, a sha
dow without a substance, a name without meaning-the 
institution would meet with little else than sovereign con
tempt.'" 

Now;'our author, honest man, is de.ceived. ~use the 
institution is not treated with lovereign contempt, as a sha
dow without substance· ought to be,he is compelled to 
believe that it has substance. But what is its substance? 
Not that which the Monitor, and the Chart, and the Book of 
Constitutions, make it: "the art of finding new arts;" a 
syBteJA of lciencel, and the " art of foresaying things." 
Mr. Town, while enunierating three and twenty of the pro
minent features of speculative Masonry, does· not mention 
the arts and sciences. . Hunting for new and varied fea-

* .. Ter conatua ibi cono dare brachia circum; 
.. Ter fiustra. comprenea manus eflUgit imago 
.. Par lettbus ventis, voillcriqlle Bimillima aomno."-dn. ii. 7~ 

-" Thrice about her nock my arms I flung, 
.. And, thrice deceived, on vain embraces hung; 
"Light as an empty dream at break of day, 

. "Orua blaslor wind,Bherushed away."-D~. 
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tureI, as he evidently does; even to repetition, it is wonder
ful that the seven liberal aits and sciences, the five senses, 
and the five noble orders of architecture, did not oCcur to 
him, with Messrs. Webb, and Cross, and Preston, as promi
nent features of Free Masonry. Ah I he is a teacher, and 
knew that science does not belong to it; and yet, vainly sup
posing it has substance sufficient to attach to itself men of 
sense and independence of mind: governon and kings, he 
ventures to declare, with the approbation of the grand 
chapter and the grand officen, "that it embraces, in body 
and substance, the whole duty of man;" creati01l, the fall, 
redemption, &c. &C. All this is " presented to the public, 
not for its elegance of composition, but for it, "",11.'" 
And as Dr. -- said, when his landlady brought, a pine 
torch to the sun-dial, and told the hour of the winter even
ing; that it wasjult eight o'cloclt-" I do n~t doubt it in the 
least." 

Mr. Town did not publish, relying on his own judgment, 
but on the unanimous vote of the grand chapter who heard 
him, and the individual signatures of the most prominent 
men and Masons in the'most prominent state in the U ruon. 
I shall treat his work with a depe of attention to which it 
is not 80 much of itself entitled, as of its sponsors. It 
is the highest justice to him and to them, to continue our 
quotations from chapter 1. 

" Brethren, the design of this address was said (to be) 
merely to present the outline of Speculative Free Masonry. 
Bat, if what has been exhibited be true, you' already disco
ver, through the magnitude of th~ subject, the greatness of 
the undertaking. (pp. 30. and 31.) 

24. "The characteristic principles are such as embrace 
the whole subject matter of the divine economy. (Think 
of that I) The farther you attempt to investigate the whole 
system, the more deep, and solemn, and interesting the 

• subject appean. 

* Preface to Spec. Free M.I!"nry. 
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" Such, therefore," says Mr. T., "is the nature of Spe
culative Free Masonry, that the most exalted human intel· 
lect can never survey the whole field of improvement. The 
attainment of a full and adequate view lies far beyond the 
powers of any finite mind." (p. 31.) 

.. Then Hudibras, with rAce And hAnd, 

.. Made signs for silence; which obtained, 

.. What meAns, quoth hel this de'el's procession 
" With men of orthodox profession? 
" In all my life, I never till now. 
" Saw a more false, a profaner show." 

Mr. Town is not UDcandid; and, having prudent fears, 
that even the grand chapter would hesitate currently to reo 
ceive so bold assertions, he continues to say, " Perhaps my 
brethren may consider this description rather too great. 
If 80, be persuaded to suspend your final decision for one 
moment~" It is done; and while we are in suspense, let 
him speak without interruption if we can. 

25. " Where is the beginning, and where is the end of 
et~rnity? (p.31.) 

26. "What is the length, and breadth, and height, and 
depth of eternal truth ,? (p.31.) 

27. "Where the finite mind that can look through the 
vast machinery of nature 1 (Ibid.) , 

28. "Where the vain presumer, who dare assert he can 
trace unerringly the footsteps of Omnipotence in all his 
works? (Ibid. ) 

29. "Where the created being, however exalted in rank, 
of ethereal mind, who comprehends the great mystery of 
God in the plu of redemption 1 (pp. 31 and 32.) 

30. "The wonde'r of angels, tbe eternal Word mani
feste d in the flesh? (p. 32.) 

31. "Where such profound wisdom, (as) can fathom 
that mystery of mysteries, a Trinity in Unity? (Ibid.) 

32. .. In a word, where is that created being in the uni
verse of God, who will fully comprehend through a bound
l~ss etpmity, the great and lln1'!ear('hnble riches of llncrcn-
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ted divinity; or the amazing displays of the divine charac-
ter and perfections? (Ibid.), ' 

33. "Or who can trace immortal, existence through all 
its relations?" (Ibid.) 

Stop a minute. Butler has a question . 

.. Tell me bat what'. the natural cause 

.. Why on a sip DO painter draw. 
" The fbU mOOD eftr, but the baJf~ 
" RBolve that with yoar .TacolMtafF! 
.. Or why wolves rai8II a hubbub at ber, 
.. And do". howl when De BhiDes in water? 
.. Then I .U fieely gin my vote 
"You may know BOIDething more remote;" 

Now let the organ of the Grand Chapter proceed. 
" These subjects, collectively considered," says Mr. Town, 

"constitute the vital parts of' Speculative Free Masomy. 
Say, then, my brethren, who is sufficient for these things'" 
(Sed cuI haec quia idonetu. 2 Cor. 2. 16.) "Who can 
unfold the mysteries of this institution; or explore the ut
most.boundaries ofthe Masonic system 1" (p.32.) 

This inust· have a shadow of truth to support it, one 
would think, else the Grand Chapter and Sponsors would 
not have commended it as interesting to the jnf!IIiU of 
truth. Our author enforces his doctrine in the following 
modest manner. 

34. "Notwithstanding the moral precepts of our order 
may be," says Mr. T. "equally sacred and equally precious 
with those of Christianity, yet, unless they become ours by 
sentiment, identified with our afFections, and flow from the 
heart in every act of duty, how are we benefite«l1 Not
withstanding this solemn and interesting truth, that the 
(35.) Divine Being views no moral character in man with 
greater complacency, than 'his, who in heart strictly con
fonrui to masonic requirements, yet if these requirements," 
&c. (p.33.) 

:-16. "No moral' truth presented to the mind." says Mr. 
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T., ' can ,be greater, more evident, more comprehensive," 
&c. "than that which i taught in the first masonic lesson; 
that is, to discharge every incumbent duty to our God, OUl' 

neighbour, and ourselves." (p. 34.) 
Nothing can be more comprehensive than that which 

comprehends every thing . 

.. As men from brutes distinguished are, ' 

.. A Mason other men excels ; 
U For what's in knowledge choice and rare, 
.. Within his breast securely dwells." 

.I.lhiman Reslon, p. 101. 

No moral truth greater than that presented by Masonry ! 
(36.) No moral character regarded by the Divine Being 
with greater complacence than that of a Mason! (35.) 
Masonry preach the eternal word manifested in the flesh ! 
(30.) Masonry embrace the whole subject matter of di
vine economy! (24.) Masonry present to the mind the 
co-equal and co-eternal existence of the adorable Trinity I 
(10.) Howastonishing that such things should be said ; 
should be received; should be recommended; should be 
acknowledged and adopted, by the learned, liy the pious, 
and by the wise I The moral precepts, also, of our order, 
may be equally sacred and equally precious with those of 
Christianity! I (34.) 

Far be it from me to liken Mr. Town, and the grand offi
cers, and the grand chapter, to any thing evil ; but their de
sign has been expressed by another: 

.. Well have ye judged; well ended long debate, 
" Synod of Gods! and like to what ye are, 
.. Great things resolved, which from the lowest depths 
.. Will once more raise us up, in spite of fate, 
" Nearer our ancient seat. Pe.rhaps in view 
.. Of those bright confines, whence with neighbouring arms 
.. And opportune excursions, we may chance 
.. Re-enter Hea.ven."-Paradi.JeLo.!l, b. ii.390. 

" By a full and fair exposition of our great leading princi-
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pies," says Mr. T., "we betray no masonic secrets; these 
are I8fely locked up in the heart. of every Mason, and are 
NaVEa to be imparted elicept in a constitutional manner; 
but our leading tenets are no secrets. (37.) It is Do'secret 
that Masonry is of divine origin. (38.) It i. no secret that 
the system embraces and inculcates evangelical truth. 
(39.) It is no secret that there is no duty enjoined, nor a 
virtue required in the volume of inspiration, but what. is 
found in and taught by Speculative Free Masonry. (40.) It 
is no secret that the appropriate name of God has been 
preaerved in this institution in every country where Mason
ry existed, while the rest of the world was literally sunk in 
heathenilm. (41.) And, above all, it is not, neither can it 
be, a secret, that a good Mason is, of neee.ity, truly and 
emphatically a Christian." 

Herod the Great was "an excellent grand master."
Vide NtnD MOIl. ErSO: Herod, of necessity, " was truly and 
emphatically a Christian." This is the easy way to con
vert the infidels; make them Free Masons. 

Our author is grand chaplain of the grand chapter, 
and mWlt know even more than he has told us. The 
grarid chapter hue unanimously recommended his book 
,under the hand of their grand secretary, " as a m08t valua-
ble production," and who can doubt it 1 Grand officers, 
and past grand officers, set their own hand to the work in 
the IDOIt unqualified terms of approbation, as " calculated 
to show the great importance of the institution," and " to 
redeem the sacred order at once from the ignorance, 
spleen, and mistaken dread of a too censorious world;" ..... 
and who will not believe them? Add to this the words of 
the Honourable and Most Excellent General Grand High 
Priest, &c. of the United States of America, and the, truly 
excellent Governor of New-York: "I have no hesitation 
in recommending it. (Town's Speculative Masonry) to the 
patronage of the fraterni,ty." Observe, too, the date of 
the m08t excellent general grand high priest's certificate. 
a Albany, 20th March, 5817." 
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The concluding sentence of our author's first address to 
his hearers is as follows: "Finally, my brethren, in view of 
this whole subject,. we see what a great mystery is involvecl 
in SpecUlative Free Masonry." 

So, a benighted philosopher, seeing a lantern attached to 
a kite tail; 

.. Bl_ UB! quoth. be. what dreadfbl wonder 

.. Is that appe&III in Heaven yonder? 
" A comet, and without a beard? 
" Or IIt&r that. never hefore appeared r 
.. It must lie supematur&l." 

CHAPTER . XXX. 

Containing F,.ee Malum,.y's Parallel between her J£zceUent 
Self and Divine RevelatiMa. 

"What are th_. 
" So withered and so wild in their attire ; 
"That look not like the inhabitants or the earth, 
.. And yet are OD't?"--Jlrae6eth. 

THE work of Mr. Town, now under consideration, has 
attached to it, besides the names of its sponsors, a list of 
subscribers' names, from Canada to Georgia: among them 
twelve M. E. Grand Kagh Priests and M. E. Grand Depu
ties; ten M. E. Grand Kings; six M. E. Grand Scribes, 
&c.; twenty-five most excellent High Priests; twenty
three Ezcillent Kings; and twenty-three Ezcellent Scribu; 
four gentlemen styled Reverend; one hundred and eleven 
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Most WorsAq,fol MtUters; one hu_ndred and eight Wor
sAq,ful Senior Wardens, and one hundred and seven Wor
shipful Junior Wardens. And so popular is the work with 
the subscribers, that· seventy have set to their nam~s from 
10 to 20 copies; 18 from 20 to 30 copies; and seven 
above 40 copies each. And a note at the end of the sub
scription list informs, that "the whole number of copies 
subscribed for, as far as come to hand, is 4353." 

This work, so far as I have means of judging, did not 
disappoint the subscribers ; and now, after having been ten 
years before the public, remains in full ~redit, a book of ap
peal from the taunts of enemies; a triumphant exposition 
of the pure principles ~d tenets of Masonry." It is a 
book for which Free Masonry is justly answerable; recom
mended by her highest authorities, supported by a nume
rous band of her officers, and appealed to by a multitude 
of her followers; she cannot separate herself from its com
mon fate, with the Monitor, the Chart, Preston, and the 
Book of Constitutions. These books are much occupied 
-with the details of ceremonies; Town's is purely didactic, 
and being excellently adapted to the overthrow of the insti
tution it was intended to build up, I shall continue to give 
copious extracts, with concise remarks. It is fit that so fool
ish a quack as Free Masonry should die of her own drugs. 

Town's Speculalive Free Masonry. chap. iii. p.45.-" The 
general nature anJ design of the Masonic lR11titution. 
SUfIlfIUII"Y of .DUtie,. Principle, in the ab,tract. 
" The'-way is now prepared to speak of the nature and 

design of -the Masonic institution. Its real,as well as pro
teBBed object is, to promote the highest possible good of ra
lionaI iRtelligences. To inculcate the sound doctrines of 
morality :and virtue, and deeply impreas on the heart those 

"'In tS!!, a IeCODd edition Wall publiBhed in New-York. 
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great and fundamental principles ,which constitute the 
beauty and divine excellency of the moral system." 

It is worthy of remark, that no claim is made to scien~, ' 
or even to teach the sciences. The very orders of architec
ture are forgotten. ]t, real object iB to i,.crdctMe ,be ,ound 
doctrine. oj fItOrality and virtue, tke principlu wAieh CDnlti

lute tAe beauty and divine ezc~ oj the _al By"em. 
While the Monitor, Chart, and Constitutions, unite to claim 
the sciences, Mr. Town honestly says not a word about 
them. They call Masonry a progressive science, \he art of 
finding new arts, &e. &c. Mr. Town's Speculative Ma
sonry calJa it, in body and aubBllmce, the wAole duly of -, 
til a moral being, and in it, precepts eqtMIlly 1QI:f"~ and 
eqtmlly precioru witl CAriltiattity. An institution 

.. Supplied widllpiritaal proviaioD, 
.. ADd mapaioee of ammuDitioD ; 
.. Mallet., Iquanll, plumb-linea, and levels, 
.. CompallM, PUP. trow .... and chilel : 
.. Tools for workiDr CMlt Mlfttiou, 
.. By men mechanic operation." 

Speculatwe MalODf'Y, chap. iv. p. ·19.-" Coincidlmce of 
Malonic Principle, with Dit,ine Ret'elation. 

" After what has been said in relation to some of the 
leading principles embraced in the masonic system, it may 
not be improper briefly to show their coincidence with Di
vine Revelation. Masonic fa.ith acknowledges' the Holy 
Bible to be the word of God; that it was written by persons 
divinely inspired, and reveals the whole' duty ~f man." ' 

I must interrupt our author. It is well known to be the 
pride and the boast of Malonry, that it receives all men, of 
aU countri~ creeds, and religions, and binds them in one 
iadissoluble bond of, affection. With the Brahmin it be
lieves the Shaster, with the Musselman it believes the Ko
ran, with the Jew it believes only the .old Testament, and ' 
With the Christian it believes both the Old and the New" 
'lot to say, that with the Deist it believes neither. 
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" Without distinction of nation or country, without pre
judice to religion or sect, a Mason should view the great 
mystic family as united to him by the bonds of affection." 
-(Dolcho', Oration" p.2.) 

Again, p. 17. Dalcho', OratiOJll: "The wandering 
Arab, the civilized Chinese, and the native American; the 
rigid observers of the Mosaic law, the foUowers of Maho
met, and the professors of Christianity, are all connected by 
the mystic union" in one indilloluble bond of aJlection • 

.. The universal principles of the art unite in one indissolu
ble bond of aft"ection, men of the most opposite tenets, and 
of the most contradictory opinions." (Prelton, p. 30. F. 
M. M. part 1. ch. 1.) 

"As Masons, we only pursue the universal religion, or 
the religion of nature. "-(Ahiman Rezon, 35.) 

Again: "Masons are generally charged to adhere to 
that religion in which aU men agree; that is, to be good 
men and true, men of honour and bonesty, by whatever 
names, religions, or persuasions, they may be distinguish
ed."-(Ahiman Rezon, p. 25.) 

.. Religious disputes are never suffered within the lodge; 
for, as Masons, we only pursue that universal religion which 
unites the most different principles in one sacred bond."
(Book of 001llt. p. 128.) 

Brethren; are " charged to adhere to the essentials of re
ligion in which ALL MEN AGREE." Formerly they were 
.. charged to comply with the religious opinions and usages 
of the country where they worked." (Book of Const. p. 
34.) Nearly in the words of the Book of 001llt. and AM
man Rezon, here quoted, is the language of the New Mo
nitor upon this subject (p.48. and lOB. F. M. L. p. 66.) 

Now, to say that malonic faitla aclmowledge, the Holy 
Bible to be the word of God, as our author and the grand 
chapter do here, is contrary to aU truth, though according 
to many well established precedents. Masonry will be the 
most ancient and honourable institution; will teach all tho 
most renowned sciences and" art!!, with "the art of won-
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derwurking;" will inculcate precepts equally pure, and 
equally precious, to say the least, with Christianity; will en
rol the best men of all ages, the most illustrious names of 
all countries, in the list of her devoted followers; and is she 
not entitled to the best books too 1 The books of all lan
guages most revered by their readers, are equally revered 
by Free Masonry. Are they precious to the infidel? Then 
are they equally precious to Masonry. This is the true 
character of the harlot; she loves every body dearly, and 
him with whom she inhabits supremely; she reveres the 
Bible in America, the Koran in Turkey, and the Shaster in 
Iudia, as equally worthy of acceptation, and revealiug the 
whole duty of man. Becoming, in the basest sense, all 
things to all men; she is every where the same, best gift of 
Heaven to man-kind, and possesses the remarkable quality 
of being the same thing, and its opposite, to any extent re
quired !. 

" No pryiDJ eye C&D view us here, 
.. No fool or knave disturb our cheer; 
.. Our well formed la_set mankind Fret, 
.. And give relief to IDilery." 

"Let us, therefore," says Mr. T., "candidly compare the 
masonic system with that standard of truth," (the Bible.)-
p. 50.. [I number the parallels.] 

1. "That sacred volume clearly reveals the existence of 
one Supreme Eternal God. The masonic system is first 
opened to the view of every member, by a solemn acknow
ledgment of this fundamental truth. 

2. .. The bible exhibits the nature, charactel:, and per
fections of God, as essential1y and infinitely excellent, and 
himself as a being, in whom all our holy affections should 
ultimately centre. Masonry, in the strongest and most 
impressive language, inculcates the same interesting truths. 

3 "The scriptures enjoin supreme love to God, and uni
versal benevolence to all mankind. These are the first du
ties impressed on the heart of a Mason. 
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4. "Inspiration urges the exercise of brotherly love, and 
adue regard to the well being of our neighbour. Masonry 
considers the whole human family as brethren, and impe
riously enjoins mutual and reciprocal acts of friendship and 
affection. ". 

'.l'he parallel has but commenced, and it. is hard to tell, 
at this stage, which,in our author's hands, will come out 
second best; the most ancient institution, or the bible. I 
would observe in passing, that our author's last parallel is 
hardly just to Free Masonry. It should read, as in the 
sequel will appear," Inspiration teaches: 'love thy neigh
bour as thysel£'" Matt. xix. 19. Masonry considers, that 
true cluJrity begim at lorne." This reading has poitn, as 
well as truth, for its support. 

To return to the parallel. 
5. "The holy bible," says Mr. Town, " enforces a strict 

adherence to the truth, as a divine attribute. This is a dis
tinguishing tenet in the masonic institution." Here the 
Grand Chaplain is under a great mistake in respect to the 
masonic institution. . 

6. "The word of God requires a conscientious observance 
of justice in every relation. Masonry adopts this principle 
as a criterion of moral rectitude. 

7. "The sacred writings enforce a religious attention to 
the sabbath as a day of holy rest. Masonry is equally em
phatic in all her commands and injunctions to keep that 
day holy. (Town'8 Spec. Mas. p. 51.) [Observe; the Jews 
may keep Saturday for sabbath; and tbe Brahmins and 
'furks not being Christian Masons, are allowed their own 
pleasure in this matter.] 

8. "The word of God enjoins submission to the powers 
that be, as ordained of God. Masonry lays similar com
mands on all her members, and enforces them by constant 
admo~ons. . 

* Town'. Spec. Free MalOury, p. 50. 
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9, •• The Scriptures teach us, in gelleral terms, all the 
duties of charity; to feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, 
to visit the widow and fatherless, [of every family, and bro
therhood, and people,] and to keep ourselves unspotted 
from the world. Masonry dwells upon these subjects in 
every degree, and lays her members under the most solemn 
obligations to exercise Christian [or Mahomedan, as the 
case may be] charity and benevolence, [toward all the fra
ternity,] and never to violate the laws of chastity;" [in 
connexion with the near relatives of a Master Mason.] 

This supplement is most important to a right knowledge 
of the principles of Masonry. The ancieot charges, as 
published in the sixteenth century, ,vere more precise in 
this particular than modern indulgence permits. Not only 
the near relatives, but even the domestics of a Master Ma
son, were then foreclosed by his obligations against the Ma
son's lust. But, observe, the rest of mankind, the unitiated, 
have always been, and are, fair game to those who are oot 
restrained by more than a. masonic oath. 

When wolves have unlimited range, the careless shep
herds are the principal sufferers ; but if they are barred to 

. one side of the mountain, the inhabitants need to watch. . 
10. "The Word of God teaches us to love our enemies, 

and render good for evil. Masonry. will feed a brother, even 
at the point of the sword, should his necessities absolutely 
.require it, and uniformly exhorts to overcome evil with 
good. 

ll. "Inspiration commands us to live peaceably with all 
men, and pursue our lawful avocations with diligent appli
cation. The masonic institution enjoins similar commands 
io numerous ways." (p. 52.) 

pur author's parallel runs, like a school-hoy'S metaphor, 
on all lours quite to the end of the course. The jade, how
ever, flags in the1'ace, and we will come with her immedi-, 
ately to the goal. "The scriptures, in a word, require a 
strict obedience to the whole moral law. This law is BUm-

1IIQM'ly interwoven with euery part of the masonic system, 

./ 
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[What a seamless garment is that.] Such are some of the 
more general principles, and duties contained in the scrip
tures of tNth; the same are fundamental in the system of 
Masonry . 

.. It hence appears," says Mr. Town, .. that the same 
system rif faith, and the same practical duties, taught by 
revelation, are contained in and required by the masonic 
institution. If, therefore, the former be justly entitled to the 
approbation of mankind, from the nature and excellence 
of its principles, the latter must be. If the Christian system 
displays the glory of the moral Governor of the universe. 
and constrains to admire, and love his character, so ALSO 

,DOES THE MASONIC !" 
It is fairly an even heat: Sir Hudibras wid his Squire 

were not better matched, than our author and Free Ma· 
sonry. 

" The question then, (to state it firat,) 
.. Is: which is better, or which worst, 
" Synods, or bears? Bears I avow 
.. To be the worst, and synods' thou • 
.. But to make good the a.ertion 
.. Thou say'at they really am all one • 
.. If 80, not worst; for if th' are idem, 
.. Why then IMIItmdem dill tanlidem. 
.. For if they are the same, by course, 
.. Neither is better, neither worse." 

Free Masonry and the scriptures just balance each other. 
If the Bible teaches love to enemies, so does Free Mason
ry; if the Bible displays the glory of the moral Governor 
of the world, so does Masonry; exactly so, for she will 
not fall behind any thing in her pretensions, and she sticks 
at nothing in her pretensions: 

.. There is no faith within the1and, 
.. Nor tlatJrit;v at a'; . 

.. There is na' hope within the land • 
.. Where Muonry" awa'." 

MM. Mi.-. """ M. J. 1"01. ii. p.88. 
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Our author thus concludes the cbapter under coDlidera· 
tion: "These are the genuine principles of Masonry, anet 
every member is solemnly bound to believe them in his 
heart, and practise them in his life." (p. 53.) 
. Free Masonry and Revelation are the same thing; but 
how has this important fact been so long concealed from 
the Missionary Society 1 Their labour to evangelize the 
world is like the Hebrews' task of making brick without 
straw. Free Masonry will do it in less time. 

Enemies have risen up to deny revelation. Why should 
not its particular friend, Free Masonry, be brought out to 
their confusion 1 0, that Paley had been, and that ChaJ· 
·men were, of the fraternity! Then the evidences of Chris
tianity might, in their works, shine by the light of Free Ma· 
sonry, with redoubled lustre. And let it cheer the heart 
of the philanthropist, that should Revelation, by any unto
ward event, be lost, all that is most interesting in it, would 
be preserved in the breasts of faithful Masons, and restor
ed to the world by Free Masonry . 

.. SUCOIIIB to all accepted MUOIIII ; 
.. Then is nODe can their honour pull down; 

.. For e'er Iince the ,lorioU8 creation 
.. n-brave men were bald in renown." 

CIuwuI • 
.. Then who would not be a Free Muon ; 

.. So happy and jovial are we? 
.. To kinp, dues, and lords, we are bro~ 

.. And in nary 1. we are h." 

• 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Sitowu,g Iww to prove any great man a Free Maaon; mid 
luno the three Degreu are lype8 of the Fall of Man, 
the Deluge, and the last Day • 

.. In mathematics he WlUIgreater 

.. Than Tycho Drabe or Erra Pater: 

.. For he by geometric ecale 

.. Could take the aize of poll of ale; 

.. R.e.olve by BiDBe and t&npnll strait, 

.. If bread and butter wanted weight; 

.. And wisely ten what hour o'the day 

.. The clock would etrib, by Algebra." 

Toum's Speculative Free MfUonry, chap. 5. p. 54._44 An
eiat Mtuonry, Operatit;e aad Religiow." Chap. 6. p. 63. 
_44 Modern Free MfUDnry, Speculative and Religioru." 

THAT ancient Masonry was operative, he proves, from the 
fact, that the ark, the tabernacle, and the temple, were 
each built Dy the application of ~ the science of architec
ture to operative Masonry." To frame an edifice requires 
the application of the principles of geometry or Masonry. 
Men applying the principles of operative Masonry, he 
makes it clearly to appear. are Mtuons, although they 
touch not the rule, or the plumb-line, with their own hands. 
Moreover, men taught of God how to build, are,evidently, 
when they build, Mtuons applying the directions of the 
M08t HagA to MfUonry. " 

Excellent logic I I have ever entertained great doubts 
until now, whether Noah, and Moses, and even Solomon, 
were Masons; and whether Masonry was, indeed, a divine 
institution 44 given by God to the first Masons."· But 

, 
I., 

". ~ 
~. 

* Book of CODltitutiODI. Antiquitiee, No.6. p. 15. 
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now I see it clear as the meridian sun. Noah applied the 
principles of architecture, under the divine direction, to the 
building of the ark i and Moses the same of the taberna
cle, and Solomon the same of the temple, "which was 
built after the siuillitude of the tabernacle." Is 'it not 
plain, then, that these builden were MfUOIIB? and that Ma-
6cmry, in their hands, was a divine gift 1 It is very plain i 
I wonder at Masons' having made so much difficulty about 
the matter. 

Our author says, (p. 58.) "All civilized nations admit, 
that Solomon most probably was a Mason i and the fact is 
admitted from the circumstance of his building the temple. 
If, therefore, his masonic charD:Cter rests on this ground, the 
conclusion'is irresistible, that his masonic knowledge was' 
divinely derived." 

How beautiful the truth I How perfectly plain, that from 
the circumstance of building the temple, Solomon was a 
Mason i and being directed of Heaven in the work, that 
his masonic knowledge was divinely derived I Andp as our 
author adds, "The same inference is equally true of 
Moses." 

And this unveils another mYlte?,; for, if building the 
ark constituted Noah a Mason, the tabernacle, Moses, and 
the temple, Solomon, nothing is lacking to prove, that most 
of those men claimed by Mr. Town were, in truth, Free Ma
sons. I could never before guess who had memory enough 
tokeep the catalogue of great names in all ages belonsing 
to the fraternity i* Nebuchadnezzar, Herod the Great, Ju
lius ClIlsar, &c.-but now I have it; as the building of the 
temple made Solomon, so the building of Babylon made 
Nebuchadnezzar; and of many temples made Julius CIIl
sar; and the building of a splendid Grecian temple at Je
rusalem made Herod a Mason; and to know wAeJher (1ft!! 
ancient tlUl1l were a Ma.son,jind whether he applied the prin-

... It i. well bown Muonry intrust. DOtmn, to records. II Tbe blue de
If1I8Ihave DO writtenrecord8."-Daltlao'. OnaIioAl,p. 11. 

• 
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cipk. Of geometry, which was anciently synonynlous with 
Masonry, to the erection of .ome building; and if he did
eall him a Mason; and if he be a great man whose charac
ter is sought, suppose he applied the principles of geometry 
to the building a city, or temple, orfott, and call him a Ma
son at hazard; the risk is nothing. In this way the memo
ry is not burdened, at the same time a good degree of cor
rectness is secured, and almost all the great men of an
tiquity will appear to have been Free Masons, to the glory 
of the nocturnal society. 

Pardon, brethren, and hear Mr. Town, p. 63. " Modern 
Masonry is not operative," says Mr. Town, " but speculative 
and religious." To learn what is Speculative Free Masonry, 
we turn to chap. 7., which is headed" Speculative Free 
Masonry unfolds' the outlines of the bistory of several great 
and leading events, both in the natural and moral world." 
p. 67. .. The first, both in the order of nature and of time, 
-was creation, when by the voice of omnipotence, the first 
flood of light burst upon the astonished world. A manifest 
allusion to this event, appears in the first degree of Masonry. 
An audible voice is heard by the candidate, ~hich is fonowed 
by scenes new, mysterious, beautiful and sublime. [Four 
adjectives to expresS what is better expressed by one, viz. 
ridiculous.] Was it admissible to enumerate the ceremo
Ries of initiation, every person w/:mld at once discover a 
manifest reference to the creation of this material world." 

It is truly said, "all do not see alike;" and who would 
have thought so· sublime an event as creation was repre
sented by lively symbols at the first stair of Masonry! Can 
one believe that a fear of betraying the secret debars our 
author from pursuing the detail of the ceremonies of initi
ation with their wonderful likeness to the events of creation 1 
Not at all: any thing which tells to the honour of the so
ciety, is free to be blazoned, and every other thing must be 
hid, must be the secret. When he had named that audible 
voice, why did he not add the fact which follows it in initi
ation 1 one just as like to the bursting of the first jlood of 
light upon the Dstoniske-d world, as the removal of a blinder 
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after a dull game of blind man's buff on a winter's evening. 
And what weakness, to liken the removal of a bandage ,"om 
the eyes, to tbe creation of light and of the world! When 

" Confuaion heard his voice, and wild uproar 
.. Stood ruled, Btood valt infinitude confined; 
.. Till at hiB second bidding darknesB lied, 
.. Light shone, and order from disorder sprung." 

Par. IAtI, b. iii. 710. 

Such is the 1 aughable vanity of Speculative Masonry. (p. 
68.) "The next great event in the natural world," says Mr. 
T., "was the general deluge. This was a very awful ex
hibition of the divine displeasure. The whole human race, 
with the exception of one family, in astonishment and dis
may, saw the prelude to their inevitable destruction. De
serted by a former protecting providence, they gave them
selves up to hopeless despair. This melancholy event is, in 
some circumstantial points, faintly called up to the mind in 
the third masonic degree." 

It is well our painter put the name to his drawing; " this 
is an ox ;" for no likeness can be discovered, even when the 
name is given. As I read, I feared the explanation must 
lie one degree beyond any I have taken; but lo! it is in the 
sublime degree of a Master Mason; and that sublimity, 
which never before appeared, begins to shine out. Who 
would ha\'e thought it; that the feeble assassination of an 
innocent :man resembles the drowning of a guilty world? 

.. Down rushed the rain 
.. Impetuous, and continued till the earth 
.. No more was seen ; the lloating v~ swam 
" Uplit\ed; and secure with beaked prow, 
"Rodetiltinr o'ertbewaves." 

Paradia, IMI, b. xi, 748. 

True, it is represented ~but faintly, and in some circum
stantial points; yet there is R resemblance, it seems. 80fl 

· . 

t . 
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'98 THE THREE DEGREES, TYPES OF THE FALL or IIAN. 

in this. no doubt, the sharp-sighted may find the sublimity 
of the master's degree. 

"The last great event," says Mr. T •• "will be the closing 
scene in the grand drama of nature-this final consumma
tion of all things, is faintly prefigured in the sublime de
gree of a royal arch Mason." (p. 70.) This the royal 
arch must answer for. It is more than the writer can do. 
to see the resemblance of the two first named events in 
the ceremonies with which he is perfectly familiar. 

(P.71.) .. In the masonic system we are not only taught 
something of the history of the material world, but nume
rous facts pertaining to the moral, which are infinitely more 
important. Such is the apostacy of our first parents. (Hear, 
h~ar.) This melancholy event is explicitly brought to view 
in so many words; and so strikingly represented, as seldom 
to fail of making deep and lasting impressions on the heart. 
The wretched, and destitute, and deplorable lIituation of 
Adam, which was the fruit of his disobedience, are affect
ingly exhibited by the most lively masonic representations." 
This strain is continued through two pages; and, to the 
shame of a master Mason be it spoken. the writer could 
have no 'idea in what part of Masonry the fall of Adam is 
exhibited by so lively representations, until he read, (chap. 
B. p. 75.) "The first degree in Masonry naturally suggests 
that state of moral darkness which begloomed our world. 
On the apostacy of our first common parent, not a 
gleam of light was left to irradiate or cheer his desponding 
mind." But there it is, in the first degree of Masonry. 

" Such is the very nature of the first degree, that every 
observing candidate is led to view his moral blindness and 
deplorable state by nature;tt and hereby it appears that the 
Mason can easily do what our clergy sometimes find diffi
cult; lead the obsen.j7lg candidate to see hi, moral blind
nes, and dep.lorable state by nature; 

"In addition to these useful lessons," says Mr. T., (p. 71.) 
.. so often repeated, and religiously enforced within every 
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regular lodge, the evidence of the Holy Trinity meets our 
view on every side. The lodge is emphatically su:pported 
by three grand pillars; tl,e principal officers are t/vee," 
and so in eleven other enumerated CIUleS, besides "in a 
great variety of instances, which I}lay not be mentioned, 
tke number three occurs, and as often reminds us there are 
three tllat bear record in heaven, 4-c. How' wonderful," 
says Mr. T., "is this system, whence moral and religious 
instructions 'are drawn from every object and every rela-' 
tion!"· 

If Mr. Town wrote on his own responsibility, the world 
would, as a jury is sometimes induced to do, bring in a cha
ritable verdict of insanity, and acquit him. But it is in vain 
to treat all his sponsors in this charitable manner. They 
must be answered; and let it be done as directed by the 
wisest m~, according to their folly. I prove the same doc
trine, then, by much more significant emblems, the three 
great oceans, the three principal mountains, the three sides 
of 11 triangle, the three largest rivers, the three deepest 
lakes, &c. &c.; too many emblems to be enumerated. 

To be serious a moment; a young man, in this day of 
doctrinal distraction, might almost hope, in so flattering an 
institution as Masonry, to find some help to come at the 
truth. But he that enters a lodge prompted by the desire 
of knowledge, will gain it profitably in one point 'alone, hu
maninfirmity; the reader may add, human folly. 

* .. 80 our three lights abow to us the three greatltagel of Masonry, the 
knowledge and the worlhip of the God of nature in the purity of. Eden
thellllrvice under the MCII&ic law-and the Christian revelation; or, other
wiIIII, our lights are typical of the Holy Trinity."-Hutcllimon', Spirit oj 
HfJIOI\ry, p. 81. 

Turks, Arab., Chin_. and 8aVIlle8, and possibly, also, the JewI, would 
light the lodge dift'erently, so uto correspond with their views oftlie Deity • 
.. Masons meet u members of the same family; all prejudices, tberefore, 
on account of religion, couatry. &c. are removed. "-Prutfm, p. 'Z'II. I 
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~ 'I'OWN'S SPECULATIVE JlASONRY • 

.. DeceivttJ, they fondly thinking to &Ilay 

.. Their appetite with gust, 1netead of fruit, 

.. Chew bitter aahee,"-Par. Loll, b. z. 564. 

And what would a Mason'that is a Jew, or Mahome
dan, or heathen, say to our author's emblems, and to the 
masonic spirit of those who commend the doctrines of the 
Bible to the masonic fraternity? They would laugh at the 
one, and scoff at the other. Notwithstanding all this pa
rade of the emblems of masonry, to show forth the crea
tion, the apostacy, the deluge, redemption, the Trinity, 
&c. &c., Masonry has actually no concern with these sub
jects, nor with any thing like them. The pretence that she 
has, is like that set forth for her by the Monitor, and Chart, 
and Constitutions, in relation to the sciences, hollow as the 
grave. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

S/wwing the Heavenly Order of the Mtuonic Degree" 
which are; and are not Degree,; also, that ancient Free 
MtJlIonry, 'and ancient Christianity, are one; with a con
cise method of proving by Free Mtuonry that a Heathen 
is a Christian. 

" Though ennona mortals vainly try 
"On nato cutabaurdity, 
.. We laugh at aU their spleen." 

Ahimtm Ruon, p. 165. 

OUR author, in his eighth chapter, gives a most amusing 
description of the "moral improvement derived froIO the 
order and succession of the masonic degrees." 
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HEAVENLY ORDER o.r THE .IltJilONIC DEGREES. q 

" Not only are the several masonic lectures replete," says 
Mr. T., "witb moral and religious instructions, but their 
very order ;. a ,ource of imptovefRe1II. The first degree in 
Masonry naturally suggests the state' of moral darkness 
consequent upon the fall of Adam. The second degree is 
emblematieal Qf a state of unprovement and trial. [This 
is the degree in which the seven liberal arts and sciences are 
taught.] Having diligently persevered in the use of means, 
the third degree prefigures the life of the good man in his 
pilgrimage state. (p. ,77.) Advancing to the fourth de
gree, he is greatly encouraged to persevere in the ways of' 
weU doing even to the end; having a NAME [the same that 
was on the golden triangle of glorions memory] which no 
man knows save him that receives it. (p. 78.) Hence opens 
the fifth degree, where [mirabile dictu I] he diBcoverl Ail 
election to, and Ail glori}ed ,tation in, the kingdom of Ail 
Ft1lAer. (p. 79.) NeJ:t the sixth degree is conferred, in 
which the riches of Divine grace are opened in boundless 
prospect. (p. 79.) In the seventh degree, the good man [ter 
quater que beatus] is truly filled with heartfelt gratitude. 
(p. SO.) In the eighth he beholds, that aU the heavenly s0-

journers will be admitted within the veil of God's presence, 
where they will become kings and priests before the throne 
ofhis glory for ever. (p.81.) [In lingua Latina, fient reges et 
sacerdotes apud lolium glorire in aetemum.] Hence, in ad
vancing to the ineffable degrees, the pious heart is filled with 
joy. Here is viewed the consummation of the great plan 
of human redemption, where every .aint tDill be.filled with 
the fulnu. of Godfor ever and ever." (pp. 81,82.) 

.. 0 fortuDati DimiUDI, 1111& iii bona namnt," 
Muon.-!~ Georgie, 458 • 

•• If such useful instruction," says Mr. T., "may be 
drawn from the order of Ike degreu, how great must it be 
from the system itself!" 

Digitized byGoogl~ 

.~" 
• :~ 

',I 

, 



2D"2 1I0W TO 'ROVE BY J'JlEE M.AoONKT 

.. Here fIIiItIom her lltaDdard dhrpIays, 
.. Here DObly the 1ICim_ 1hiDe; 

.. Here the temple" l'ut column we raiIIe, 
.. ADd finish a work that'. divine • 

.. Illumed from the east with pure light, 
.. Here arts do their bleuiop bestow, 

.. And aU per/«', all perfect, uDfold to the light. 
.. WIuIl_ buill AI'_ am 1mDtD.-PtWton. 

CJaap.9 .•• Ancient Muonry,AncientOAri8titmityy"p.83J. 
Let our author explain for himself: .. When we speak of 

Masonry anterior to the building of Solomon's temple, we 
wish to be understood as speaking of principles, geornst~ 
moral, religious, and sacred. In this view, we shall attempt 
to show, that ancient Masonry comprised what may, with 
lnuch propriety, be termed ancient Christianity." 

Again, having spoken of Noah's ark, built by Masonry, 
under the divine superintendence, as a type of salvation, he 
adds; "It hence appears, that ancient geometry or Mason
ry, in relation to.the ark, did involve many religious truths. 
Just as far, therefore, as the mind was led, through this 
·medium, to contemplate the divine plan in the economy of 
redemptio~ just 80 far Ancient Masonry [or geometry] in
volved ancient Christianity." [po 85.] 

P. 86. "A knowledge, belief, and due reverence of the 
divine WORD, constitutes the very essence of all true religion, 

. whether ancient or modem. St John begins his gospels, 
by saying, .. in the beginning was the WoaD, and the WORD 
was with God, and the WORD was God. This WORD, how
ever mysterious it may appear to the world, has been un
derstood and held sacred by the masonic order, from time 
innnemoriai. .. 

This is singularly edifying to masonic brethren of Jewish 
and Turkish families. Each may learn, to his great surprise, 
that he well understands and regards lIB sacred, the name 
of our blessed Saviour, without the sacrifice of one grain of 
bis affection for the Mosaic ritual, or the false prophet. 

P. 89. "Tbis Bame W OB.D is, that by which Masons in 
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TIIAT A HEATHEN IS A CHRISTIAN. ~'l 

'eVI/!Ir'j country do now recognise each other, as having been 
advanced to the more sublime degrees; and, as every fun
da~ental principle of our holy religion emanates from and 
centres in Him. who is the brightness of the ~ather's glory. ' 
and express image of his person; just as anciently as the 
reverential use of this name can be traced in our institution, 
just Sf) long it must appear, that ancient Masonry w~ in a 
very important sense, ancient Christianity." (p. 90.)' . 

Very clearly proved! And now, in five minutes, w(can 
tell whether N ebuchadnezzar, the Babyloni~, was a Chris
tian? First, he' was unquestionably a ~0U8 ling, and, 
therefore, a Mason.· SC4X)ndly. All MaMmB MOW and 
reverence the Logos of SL John's Gospel, and, therefore, 
are Christians. Thirdly. N ebuchadnezzar was a Mason, 
and, therefore, P NebucAadnezzar was a CI.ristian. (Vide 
Dan. ch. iii.) All which is so plain as to Deed no further 
illustration. 

In conclusion of the chapter, (p. 92.,) Mr. Town says, "It 
is, therefore, thought, from the hints which have been sag
gested, every brother may obtain satisfactory evidence in 
lIis own mind as to the truth of our first proposition, th"t 
ancient Masonry~ in this sense of the term, was ancient 
Christianity. ,. Then ancient Masonry is ancient Christian
ity; that is certain, for Mr. Town is sanctioned by the 
grand chapter, and avowedly writes as a lover of truth 
solely. 

I am glad to meet, in Mr. Town's book, with mat. 
ter in relation to Masonry, which bears the marks of 
good sense. In chap. 10. p. 94., he says, .. that the 
Moralizing (moral 1) principles of our institution were 

• IInot formally initiated. no doubt he applied the priaciplea or geom~ 
try, or MuoDZy. to the erection of BOme hO\1Be or temple, which fairly 1lll1i
t1ea him to hie place in the roU or tbe trateraity .-Yille HIJrdV', 16niIor: 
C'Iaro!J 7h6le, p.m. 
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co-existent with true religion, there can be no donbt; yet, 
with no semblance of propriety, can we hence date Ma
sonry under its systematized form. The materials of an 
excellent edifice may all exist, either in a wrought or un
wrought state, yet with no propriety can we speak of the 
existence of that edifice, untiJ.those materials are colleeted~ 
and duly put together. Hence, it is evident, if from our 
moralizing principles we date the origin of Masonry, we 
must fix its era co-existent with the Almighty; but that the 
society exis~ m'1&:organized state previous to the reign 
of SoloDloiit~'~,Israe), to me appearshigbly improba
ble;" and r.~~we may safely date ancient Masonry, 
as a regular institution, from the reign of Solomon, that 
" is, the year one thousand and twelve before the birth of 
Christ." A. D. 1827, then, is not the year of Masonry 
5827 ; but, by this reckoning, 2839 :-3000 years off, makes 
a tri8ing difference. much to Mr. Town's credit. 

I 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

oor&tiJining a LiBt of Masonic WortAie., with a way to 
prove any learned man a Free MaBon: also, the Ellen
tioU of Free M(Uonry. 

" Hail! all hail! my brethren dear, 
.. All hail to 18 alway ; . .-

"Regard the art while ye have Hii; 
.. Revere it every day." 

4,"",- Raon, p. 165. 

IT would be insupportably tedious to follow our author to 
the end of his treatise; but while he entertains his readers 
with an account of the ancient patrons of Masonry • 
.. Enoch, whom all Masons believe to have been in a spe
cial manner acquainted with those principles of geOWJet'!l' 
whence in proceiB of time the masonic institution arose ;" 
and" Abraham, who became a distinguiAhed instructer of the 
principles of Christianity, and the artof Geometry or Ma
sonry;" it wt1l be pleasant to collect the great names in a 
catalogue, graced with an occasional remark from the 
Grand Chaplain. 

Seth, 
Enoch, 
Noah, 
Abraham, 
Melchizedeck, .. whom Muonry recognises as one 

of her most venerable patrons:" and Jo.ep/a, the son of 
Jacob, (p. 123.) .. who was skilled in Egyptian scieace, and 
eminent aB a mim of wisdom. No reasonable doubt, ./&ere
fore," says Mr. T., .. can be entertained of his masonic 
knowledge, according to its primitive acceptation." 

It has often heen a query, whether Confitcills. the great . 
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CONFUCIUS A FREE MASON. 

Chinese philosopher, was a Free Mason, but I am enabled 
most satisfactorily to answer it, in the manner recommend
ed by the grand chaplain and the grand chapter, substitu
ting Confucius for Joseph, and Chinese in the room of 
Egyptian. " Confucius was skilled in Chinese science, and 
eminent as a man of wisdom; no reasonable doubt, there
fore, can be entertained of his masonic knowledge, accord
ing to its primitive acceptation." Wonderful! Who will 
refuse to sing: 

U Hail, mysterious! glorious llCience ! 
"Which to discord bidll defianee," &e. 

But to continue the catalogue-" Moses, Joshua, and Da
vid," which last many considerations induce us to believe, 
"was one of our ancient brethren; a friend and patron of 
masonic principles." (p. 126.) 

.. Jonathan, Solomon, Zerubbabel, (p. 127.) Joshua the 
High Priest, Ezra, Haggai, Zoroaster, (p. 133.) Simoni
des, Socrates, (p. 134.) Anaxagoras, Iamblicus, Xopper, 
(p. 137.) Anaxarchus, and" the great heathen king, Zopho
let," (p. 137.) who, no doubt, was a genuine Christian, 
as every Mason ought to be; but it is Free Masonry alon~ 
which can reconcile a Christian to the title bestowed by the 
grand chaplain on this king Zopholet, viz ... the great hea
then. " 

.. Thales, Plato, Eusebius, Aratus, (p. 138.) Origen, (p. 
139.) Justin Martyr, (p. 144.) and Clemens, (p. 139.) Jew, 
Christian, and Pagan, all agreeing in essentials in this mo
ral and religious institution, as will next be made to appear, 
from Mr. Town's Speculative Free Masonry. 

We may also give a moment's attention to" the unity of 
M asOO8," and consider how they "all agree in essentials." 
"In the churches of the blessed Immanuel, differences," 
says Mr. T., .. unessential in their nature, have crept in, and 
by degrees rent asunder those strong cords of union which 
should have bound them together, as heirs to the same in
heritance. As it respects the masonic institution. disunion 

.., 
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ALL MASONS AGREE IN BSSENTIALS: 20'7 

is a stranger; the unity and fellowship of the great body 
has never been broken." 

Now she 8B8Umes the mistress; Christianity is down; 
Free Masonry is more than a match for discord.-Had she 
ever any settled principles to divide upon 1 ever a consis
tent body to break 1 Whether men, her votaries, worship 
three millions of gods, with the HindOos; or the family of 
Saturn, with the Greeks; or the only living and true God, 
with the patriarchs ; is it noi all one to Fr:ee Masonry 1 

, What can they divide upon? 

.. Where tbere is no ,ood 
" For which to strive, no strife can grow up there 
" From faction. "-JtI* PM. LoIt, b. ii. 

Jt'ree Masonry is any thing to suit her entertainers; a shame
less harlot, that vaunts, forsooth, her love to Immanuel, in 
this Christian land, and, at the same moment, on the shores 
of the Mediterranean, is courting the Musselmen with false 
cries of .. Allah illa Allah! Mohammed resow AllaA. ". 
She, through her votaries, supplies the wants of the widow
ed parent in this Christian land, and in Hindostan rears the 
funeral pile to consume the living parent with the dead r 

Oh what an one is Free Masonry, to boast the unanimity 
of her members .. in all holy essentials!" The essentials 
of Free Masonry! These are, with Symmes' theory of 
concentric sphere" in the brain of the believer; they have 
no existence in nature. "Do you fall into the merciless 
hands of the Turks?" says Mr. T., "the shackles of slave
ry are broken from your hands through the interposition of 
a brother. Even the bloody flag of a pirate is changed for 
the olive branch of peace by the mysterious token of a 
Mason." (p. 160.) Pirates with their bloody Hags, merci
less Turks, cruel savages, haughty Jews, and meek Chris-

* The Lord is God, Mahomet ill hill prophet. 
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I'REr.: MASONRY. 

tiaos, aU agree in the 6118eDtiaia of Free Masonry I A mos& 
lovely institution! 

P. 176. .. It is a sacred truth, and weighty as eternity, that 
the present and everlasting well being of mankind is solely 
intended; and, if we may safely infer the future &om the 
past, a happy masonic millenial period will800n commence, 
to the inexpressible joy of aU the inhabitants of the earth. 
[0, for a nobler speech than English use. .. Comma
rabitur lupus cum agno-et leo Ricut boa commedet stra
men. "] Why should such an opinion be COD8idered hypo
thetical? why rejected as altogether improbable? The 
analogy between Speculative Free Masonry and Christian
ity, is not partial, but complete. It is not imaginary, but 
real. " 

Our author is in his senses, and Masons are not enough 
in a passion with his shameless absurdities. I hope they 
will bear the exposure of this extravagance with the same 
equanimity. (p. 178.) "It is believed a glorious millenial 
period will soon be experienced in the church, and this 
belief is founded on Divine testimony. In view, therefore, 
of the foregoing comparisons, [omitted here,] have we 
not the same reasons to believe an era similar in some 
respects, will soon commence in the masonic world!" 

I do not intend to be unjust to Free Masonry; to quote 
to her prejudice the conduct or remarks of single individuals~ 
however exalted in rank, or ennobled by virtue, or degraded 
by vice. But for the treatises published by her ablest advo
cates, and officially sanctioned by her highest authorities, 
Free Masonry is responsible. 

Nor am I unjust to Mr. Town and his masonic sponsors, 
in the quotations taken &om his Speculative Masonry. I 
have given his thoughts in the order and words which he 
himself has used, and that too with a generous hand. It 
has been my wish to place as much as possible of the Grand 
Chaplain's text before my readers, and to leave every one 
to make his own comments. Hear him. (p. 140.} 
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"In relation to modem Speculative Free Masonry," says 
Mr. T., "it is abundantly evident to the world, that the 
great doctrines of morality and teligion, [Judaism, Islamism, 
Paganism, and Christianity,] lVe summarily comprised in 
the lectures, and taught in the lodges. In travelling back 
to the remote ages of antiquity, no period can be found 
when masonic customs, ceremonies, and tenets, were not ill 
substance ~e same as at present." 

N. B. Free Masonry is a summary of" the great doctrines 
of morality and religion;" and' its "tenets," or essential 
doctrines, have ever been the same. These are said to have 
been cordially embraced by men commonly believed to be 
of very different tenets; e. g. Herod the Great and John 
the Evangelist, Nebuchadnezzar and Julius Cmsar, "the 
great heathen king Zopholet," and the humble follower of 
the cross. But hear our author's conclusion. . . 

" If, therefore, no characteristic change for many hundred 
years can be proved, why may it not' be true, that those 
fundamental anil characteristic principles did actually ori-

o ginate in the earliest periods of time 1" 

o. Then call from East to West the world ;-
o. The mystic banners are unfurled! • 
.. And, 0, departed Ancients, see 
.. From heaven, and blees our jubilee." 

" When all the world shall Muons I>e. 
o. And live and love in jubilee." 

l'rom premises enabling our author to inter the early 
origin of masonic principles, it may be inferred, that Free 
Masonry haS no principles at all; but she has one, viz.: to 
glorify herself at any expense, enrolHng the great and good 
men of all ages under her banner, whether they will or not; 
and pretending to a most cordial intimacy with Christianity 0 

and Judaism, with Mahomet, and Juba, and Jupiter; and to 
an influence, too, capable of reconciling these se\'eral sys
t.ems and characters, and of making them, in her lovely 
self, absolutely one, both in tenets and principles! 

27 
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Verily, the Gnmd Chapter must think 

.. The world .. naturaJly a_ 

.. To aD the tnath it _ or bears, 

.. But Iwallowl _. &Del (O! fie!) 

.. With ,...m- &Del g11d1Gay." 

CHAPTER XXXIV . 

.. '!'he m&dneII of Don Quimtte here ~ to the JUeIII!It pitch or extra-
1'apace that can be imqiDed,&DeI neD by two bow lIbou, at leut, uceedI 
aD erec1it &Del conceptioD." 

Chap. 13. p. 147. .. ~ItI8onic Word, or Divine LogOl: 
how trannaitted." 

I fear the reader will think too much time has been al
ready devoted to our author: but remembering how I became 
acquainted with this treatise, I cannot lightly pass it by. 

A reverend and respected friend, who has taken more de
arees in Masonry ihan I can repeat without a prompter, 
hearing some objections made to the great institution, in the 
first place, advised to advance higher for my own satisfac
tion ; and when that advice was replied to, he recommended 
the perusal of this work, .. Town's Speculative- Masonry," 
and kindly put me in a way to procure it. Justice requires 
a thorough eUJDinatioJi of the work; and seeing_the appro
bation with which it was first heard by the grand chapter, 
and the kind reception with which it has since met from the 
multitude of the fraternity, into whOse hands it has fallen, 
the reader may be assured, that it has a very high masonic 
reputation, and deserves every possible attention.· 

• A I8CODd edition, in 1m, was added to the 4,500 copies lubscribed for 
In the firet edition. 

'-
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IN THE ANCIENT SAIiARIT.O\N CHARACTERS. 211 

The novelty and importance. of this head of the work, 
gravely put forth by the Grand Chaplain, and unanimously 
approved by the Grand Chapter, will demand copious ex
tracts; and these will, at least, show the genius of Ma
sonry; though copied as published, "not for its elegance 
of composition, but for truth." (Pref. to Tmon's Spec. 
Free Mas.) 

" By tracing masonic customs, and comparing certain 
ceremonies in the economy of the institution," says Mr. T., 
" there appears to be an existing fact, indicative not only of 
the antiquity, but high object of ancient Masonry. From 
this fact it appears, that ancient Masons were in possession 
of the appropriate name of the promised Me88ias, termed 
in the New Testament, the LOGOS or WORD. The know
ledge of this WORD was' an object of great m()IDent, and 
sought with all diligence by members of the institution. 
This divine WORD has, in every age of the world, been 
held sacred, and faithfully transmitted from one to another 
in aIicient form, to the present day." (p.147.) Doubted. 

"Quoth JIf-r.v. it • DO part 
.. Of prudence, to I%J down an art, 
.. ADd wbat it may perform, deDY, 
"Becauae you undentand not why." I 

Let Mr. Town' proceed with "the arte of wunder-wur~ 
kynge." 

(P.I50.) "Previous to the regular organization of tbe 
masonic institution, a knowledge of this name might have 
constituted that mark of distinction amongst our ancient 
brethren, by which they did recognise and fellowship each 
other. To the world this may appear hypothetical, but to 
well informed brethren, who are sufficiently advanced, there 
can be scarcely a doubt of its correctness. 

"That a knowledge of the divine LOGOS, or WOILD, 
should have been the object of so much religious research, 
from time immemorial, adds not a little to the honour of 
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Speculati"e Free Masonry. The same WORD which breath
ed the spirit of life into Adam, and which appeared in the 
flesh for the salvation of man, has been peculiar to the 
masonic institution, since its organization by Solomon, and 
probably to the patrons of. masonic principles [or the 1mn
ciplcs of gcometry] since the days of Enoch."· (p. 151.) 

(P. 152.) .. From the whole masonic economy, it ap
pears that one great point in that dispensation was, to at
tain and preserve the true knowledge of the M YS-TER-IES 

of this WORD. [How like you that, Jew 1] The fact now 
existing amongst all Masons, however remote in country, is 
strong presumptive evidence, that the same hath be~n from 
ancient times." His highness at Trincbinipolly, "Omditul 
Omrah Bahander, eldest son of the nabob of the Carna
tic," is said to be a Mason, and therefore has, or as a Ma
son might have, a true knowledge of the mysteries of the 
Divine Logos! This is Free Masonry. 

(P. 154.) •• Adam," says Mr. '1'., "must be supposed to 
communlcate the name of his Creator, which St. 10hn 
calls the LOGOS, in some intelligible manner to his posteri
ty, and they to theirs, down to the time of Noah. Noah 
and his sons, who repeopled the earth, would be inclined 
to adopt the same course, not only in preserving the name 

* This boast is not unpopular with a certain class of the fratemity, and 
ift fully set forth in tbo following lines : 

,\ Before tho Eternal Mader 
" Lot overy mortal bow; 

" From hearts his mercies feeling, 
" Let gratefal incense flow. 

Clatlf'lll. .. Here hiB holy naDie wo know; 
.. And here his holy nalllll we know; 

.. We 1motc, 

.. Weinotc. 
" And his holy nalne we kno\v." 

Ma8. Mit'. and ltfeth. lnlelligcntu, vol. ii. p. 34. 
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itllelf, [from their wives/C] but even the manner of pronoun
cing it. In this way both might have been transmitted with 
little or no \fariation, through Abrahan" Jacob, Moses, and 
the Jewish priests, till the days of Solomon. . That lan
guage may have varied during this period, can be no ob
jection. Since the time of Solomon, however, we have no 
doubt but the very same WORD, with the manner of .pro
nunciation, has been religiously observed in the masonic 
institution in every age and country to the present day." 

E,.actly so. 

.. For mystic learning, wondrous able, 
" In magic, talisman, and cabal ; 
.. Whose primitive tradition reaches 
.. As far &I Adam's first green breeches." 

U If, therefore, the above be correct, we may plainly dis
cover why Speculative Free Masonry involves so many 
principles which are fundamental in the Christian system. 
As the WORD, in the first verse of St. John, constitutes the 
foundation, the subject matter, and the great ultimate end 
of the Christian economy, so doCfl the same WORD, in all 
its relations to man, time, and eternity, constitute the very 
spirit and essence of Speculative Free Masonry." So ends 
the chapter. 

Now, lest the re~der should suspect that Mr. Town never 
delivered this chapter of his work in the presence of the 
grand chapter, but put it in his printed work on his own re-

* This fact is introduced by a maaorue poet into the following wretched 
Iinel: lines "orthy of the Tyler's office on this oecaaion • 

.. In the deluge, where morta1a !oat their lives, 

.. God saved four worthy Masons and their wives; 
" And in the ark great Noab & lodge did hold, 
•• Shem and Japbeth his wardeDII we are told; 
.. And Ham, &I tyler, ordered to secure 
" From all their WIVE. the IJeCret door. "-.11. &8an, p. 172. 
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sponsibility, and without the knowledge or his sponsors, 
(which supposition, charitable as it would be to Masonry, 
cannot be correct,) I will copy similar sentiments re
specting the masonic -word, scattered through different 
parts of his volume. (p. 121.) Speaking Of Melchisedeck 
and the Jewish order of priesthoOd, from Aaron to the 
Messiah, he says, .. All pointed to the eternal priesthood of 
the Son of God, who, by his own blood, made atonement 
for sin, and consecrated the way to the Holy of Holies. 
This constitutes the great and ultimate point of masonic re
search." 'fhe zenith and the nadir are not more diverse, 
than our author's assertion, and the truth •. 

Again, p. 130., speaking of the wise men who came 
from the east to inquire for the babe of Bethlehem, he 
says, " One thing is evident, that they were favoured with 
Divihe communications, and probably understood the name 
of the Logos or WORD, with its divine essence and offices. 
No doubt they received, and embraced in their hearts, the 
true LIGHT, and were enabled to walk therein." 

(P. 138.) "Plato often used the term Logos, or divine 
WORD, in a very significant point of light. [This proof he 
adduces to show that Plato was a Free Mason !J Whether 
Plato rightly understood its appropriate meaning, or not, we 
cannot certainly determine." (p. 152.) 

" The great scheme of redemption began to be published 
to our first parents immediately after their apostacy. Early 
was the first promise made or a Saviour, even that divine 
WORD which created all things. Here was laid that deep 
foundation on which the whole superstructure of the gospel 
dispensation was erected. The same precious promise is 
the great corner stone in the edifice of Speculative Free 
Masonry."'" (p. 171.) 

... In commemoration of this great promise to the faithful, we ornament 
the entrance into our lodges with three emblematical pillars; from our 
knowledge of the completion of that II&Cled Word, in the coming of our Re
c1eemer.-Hutch. Spirito! JrTtlMnIry. 
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'1'0 conclude with a short extract from our author's ad
dress to lodges and chapters:, 

" Brethren and companionJl, in the foregoing pages you 
have seen 80me of the outlines of the great body of the 
masonic system. Search deep into diose hidden mysteries 
to which your profession leads. Raise your admiring views, 
and look abroad into the vast fields of masonic research. 
Yau may view the collective e.xcellenciu of 'he whole moral 
aY,stem, summarily comprised in the body of Speculative 
Free MaAonry." (p., 205.) 

Such is ~odem Free Masonry, according to Mr. Town, 
and tbe grand chapter, and the grand officers. Such is the 
work certified by the grand chapter to be " a lJIost valua
ble production on Speculative Free Masonry," and which 
the grand officers say, "we do most cordially recommend 
as a most valuable production, and, ill our opinion, calcu
lated to advance the general interests of the masonic insti
tution, and open a field for individual improvement in ma
sonic knowledge, MORE than any WORK which, to pur know
ledge, has appeared before tlie public." Excellent! And 
all this under their own sign manual. 

The Past Deputy Grand High Priest, the Most Excellent 
Z. R. S. of G. goes still farther. "I have examined Com
panion Salem Towq.'s Addresses to the Grand Chapter 
of N ew-York, and for extent of masonic researc/t, correct
ness of masonic principles, and fervency of piety, 1 consider 
them UNEQUALLED." 

. Reader, what think you of SpeCUlative Free Masonry 1 
- Vox et pretera nihil ?- . 

.. In boc est hoax, cum TEIt&L et pretences, 

.. Et blindem, boutem, foolemque the folbeB • 

.. Fee! faw! fum !"-&lmaguRdi. 

P. S. To pass, Wtthout further notice, thirty pages of 
Mr. Town's book, entitled, " Evidences that Masonry has 
been the medium through which the Pentateuch, or five 

',t' 
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books of Moses; have been preserve<I to the world," cannot 
proceed from any disposition to neglect Mr. Town, or his 
unequalled effort. The fact is, our author has not' been 
thoroughly taught in his logic; does not know ho'Y to rea
son closely; is easily imposed upon; tells a story about 
the land of Canaan, the ark, and the law of Moses, before 
be comes to the matter in hand; and having come to that, 
what are his strong arguments? why, one !!ingle faGt-that, 
an assumed fact, and a fact which, if granted, proves no
thing in the premises; viz. "that they (the five books of 
Moses) were thoroughly concealed by J osiah, ~r by others, 
at some time previous to the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
afterwards discovered and brought to lighL" (p. 222.) He 
does afterwards say, the hiding and finding was performed 
by Masons, and in proof brings that veritable witness, ma
sonic tradition, who is well known to consider, 

" ThILl as best tempered blades are fOlmd, 
" Before they break, to bend quite round, 
" So trueBt oaths are Btill'IDOIt tough, 
.. Which, though they bow, are breaking proof." 

No judge would allow the testimony of such a witness to 
go to the jury in an action of petty trespass. 

Our author is truly a man of pure intentions; his errors 
are not of the heart, but of education and understand
ing. Governors and kings have taken an interest in 
Free Masonry for the accomplishment of their personal 

I schemes; and he, in common with others, has thought 
it was for the intrinsic value of the insti.tution! Not find
ing that expected value in any particular mystery, or in 
any new developement of science, or in any other thing; 
and still supposing intrinsic value must be there to (,1Igage 

the attention of tlte pllilosopher alld prince, he simply sup
poses it to be in the religious and moral nature of the insti· 
tution; not considering that the institution, which alike em· 
braces men of all religions, must itself be totally destItute 
of a religious nature, and that, being destitute of fixed reli-
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gious principles, it has no good foundation for its moral 
character-; that as it participates with equal freedom in the 
religion of the Hindoos, Greeks, Jews, and Egyptians,.80 
must it in the morals of the Turk, pirate, and Christian. I 
take my leave of him withC)ut unkindness, and of his highly 
approbated addresses without regret. 

, 
CHAPTER XXX\'. 

Containing a Plan for the great extension of Free Mason
ry in all Heathe7& Countries, it, the mimner of the Grand 
Ohapter. 

" Maaoory excludes all dminctions of religion, u well u of rank. The 
Episcopalian, the Presbyterjan, the Methodist, the Baptist, the Catholic, 
the Hebrew, and the Turk, may here Bit together in peace and harmoDY." 
-NetoMonitor, p. 111. 

MASONRY, claiming to have taught mankind the arts, and 
among them, like Saul among the prophets, religion, we 
,have been for some time observing in what manner she has 
performed this part of her duty. The grand chaplain and 
the grand officers of the grand chapter of New-York, 
have, under their own several signatures, held forth in a ve
ry singular strain: one that outstrips admiration, and de
fies satire; and is, moreover, utterly hostile to the text at 
the head of this chapter, and, also, to the generally receiv
ed maxims of the order. 

Whether the Jewish, Turkish, and Chinese Masons will 
28. 
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call the grand chaplain and his coadjutors to account for 
the scandal the grand chaplain's book has brought upon the 
charitable character of the institution, is extremely doubt
ful; since ten years have elapsed, and no stir has been 
made; and, indeed, they have no right to interfere with the 
grand chaplain's religion-that would be a breach of ma
sonic charity: the only remedy they have, is, each nation 
to put out a treatise of its own, proving that Free Masonry 
has, through all [Turkey] "the same.co-eternal and unsha
ken foundation, contains and inculcates, in 'substance, the 
same truths, and proposes the same ultimate end, as the 
doctrine of [the Koran] taught by divine inspiration." 
(Town's Spec. Free Masonry, p. 13.) 

N. B. Substitute Shaster for Koran, among the Brah
mins, and for every other people, its peculiar name for the 
Palla"fHlla; stoutly assert in every copy, that" Free Ma
sonry embraces, in body and substance, the whole duty of 
man as a moral being." (Town, p. 23.) Say," Here we 
view the coincidence of principle and design between the 
- .. scheme and speculative Free Masonry, with diat 
pleasing admiration which satisfies inquiry, and clearly 
proves our system based on the rock of ages. Such are 
the deep mysteries of the divine ( ,) in whom all the 
fullness of t~e ( ) dwells bodily:" (Town, p. 24.) and 
after pursuing'this line of declamation until out of wind, or 
to the number of forty distinct points of divine original, 
conclude by observing: "Such are a few of those nume
rous excellencies found in the system of speculative Frcc 
Masonry. On these are indelibly fixed the seals of impe
rishable worth. If such, illdeed, Were not the facts, no mm& 
of sense and independence of milld, cordd in any' shape 
become oJtached to the institution. If all were a mere 
specious form, a shadow witllOutsubstance, a name witk-

• Mr. Towll' says, Ch(iJ/ian : every people will fill up the blanks with 
the name appropriate 10 thpir ow~. 
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out meaning, the institution would meet with little else 
than suvereign contempt:" (Town, p. 26.) and no doubt 
it would take with the people; the lodges would be greatly 
increased in all the earth, and the amiable and accommo
dating spirit of Free Masonry would be charmingly, clearly 
illustrated. . 

And, now, e\'ery nation sing to their own divinities, Turk. 
Chinese, Brahmin, and Savage: 

.. From heaven Hince such bleuings flow, 

.. Let every Mason, while belo\v, 

.. Our noble science here improve; 
" 'Twill raise hi. soul to realms abovp, 
.. And make hislodp a lodge of love." , , 

It would be very appropriate, to issue for the use of the 
craft, one edition of such work in the universal language, 
suitable for the different religions of the world. The grand 
chaplain· and his chapter are of the Christian ,persuasion, 
since they connect Free Masonry only with Christianity in 
their eulogiums, and show at full length the coincidence of 
the craft and divine revelation. I am not acquainted with 
Chinese or Arabic, else I would make an effort to find a 
parallel in the manner of Mr. Town, between their reli
gious schemes, and FI'ee Masonry. But every reader can 
imagine the charac,ter of such a parallel, from a perusal of 
Mr. Town's, and a moment's reflection upon the follow
ing statement : 

.. When the lodge is closed, each departs untainted by 
the other; the Jew to his synagogue, the Mahometan to his 
mosque, and the Christian to his church, as fully impres!led 
as ever, with ,the divine origin and rectitude of his own 
faith, from the principles of which he has never for one 
moment deviated, either in thought or deed." (NeUJ Moni- , 
tor, p. 110.) 

And 'this must be the reason why masonic prayers are, 
not one in six, lifted up in the name of the Lord of Glo
ry: some foe to Christianity might be present, and be 

Digitized by G~le 

... , 
, 
, ' 

I. 

~ i· 
I 

'I 
"r I 

.. ~ 
1 
., 

I 

, i 41 

I,w 

\: 



::!"lO FREE M,bO!\RY A:\D l\ATl'KA!. RF.LIGJOX. 

wounded in his feelings, or be tainted in his principles. 
Besides, "as Masons, we belong to the oldest Catholic re
ligion:" (Ahiman Re:on, p. 30.) and as this is more an
cient than the Christian era, there is a natural propriety in 
preserving independence. "Ours is the true religion," says 
a Mahommedan, .. and Abraham was a true believer ; he 
was neIther Jew, Ct.ristian, nor Idolator. But what ren
ders our religion more especially holy and admirable, is its 
being the only one which makes alms-giving an essential 
duty." This is also the boast of Free Masonry . 

.. The dunce. he imagines thatscienoe and art 

.. Depend on lOme compact or magical part; 

.. Thus meo are 80 stupid, to think that the cause 
" Of our coustitution's againBt divine law8 • 
.. Each profe.ion and c1ase of mankind must agree. 
" That Ma80nB are jovial. religious, and free • 

.. Rdigiow arad/ret," 
.4himaft Rnon. 

"The Chinese, the Algerine, the Persian, the nati\'e of 
Ind08tan, the ,Turk, and the Jew, may, under the masonic 
banner, associate in love with their Christian brethren, and 
participate of all the benefits of the institution." (Mal. 
Mar. and M. I. p. 273.) They could not lUsociate in love, 
if the Lord Jesus were named by any in adoration; so, 
for the sake of peace, this name is altogether omitted. 

Truly "mutual toleration in religious opinions, is one 
of the most distinguishing and valuable characteristics of 
the craft;" (Pre"01f,29.) and Mr. Town has erred in say
ing, " if we would add universal celebrity to our institution, 
the world must be convinced, that the foundation is laid in 
evangelical truth." (Town, 14.) That would be the very 
way to shut the Turks and Arabs out; to confine the glo
rious craft to the narrow limits of Christian nations . 

.. I honestly recommend," says Ahiman Rezon, (p. 2"2.) 
" regular lodges, as the only seminaries, where men, in the 
mo.t pleasant and clearest manner, may hellr, understand, 
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'and learn tl,eir duty to God, and also to t"eir 7leigltbotlrll, 
and where men of all persuasions may unite." 

.. Wha.t church811 have such able pastors, 

.. And precious, powerful, preaching masters ? 

.. P08II8tIIltld of absolute dominion, 

.. From tb' enemy ofall religion." 

" If all that is good and amiable, if all that is useful to 
mankind or society, be deserving a wise man's attention, 
Maso~ry claims it in the highest degree." (Smith, 268.) 
.. Whatever the great Architect of the world hath dictated 
to mankind, as the mode in which he would be served, and 
the path in which he is to tread, to obtain his approbation; 
whatever precepts he has administered, and with whatever 
Jaws he hath inspired the sages of old, the same are faithfully 
comprised in the book of constitutions." (Smith, 324.) 
Let him who believes it, purchase the book; but there is no 
need; hear Mr. Smith once more, p. 330. Masons put on 
white raiment as a type of innocence. .. The Druids were 
nppar~lled in white at the time of their sacrifices. ,The 
Egyptilm priests of Osiris, wore snow white cotton. The 
Grecian, and most other priests, wore white garments; as 
Masons, we regard the principles c1 those who we~e the first 
tvorshippers of the true God, and imitate tlleir apparel." 

Put these extracts of Smith together, and they fairly 
prove, that" Glorious Masonry" eomprises all di"ine inspi
ration in its Book of Constitutions; and at tlte same time, 
inculcates the pnncipJes of the Druids, Egyptians, and 
Greeks, with perfect harmony. 

" Pray make no mistake, 
U But true your joints break," &c. 

Or rather: 
,,'Sublime are our maDm., our plan from abol·e. 
U AIl the creation antique, and cemented by love. 
n No discord, no faction, our lodge shall divide; 
" Here truth, love, aDd friendship, mDBt alway. ahide." 

Ahiman Rtf/on. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

.. AlDolII the faithiess, faithful only he.-

.. Nor number, nor example with him wrought 

.. To Iwene from truth, or change his constant mind, 

.. Though single." 

IN exhibiting the manner in which Masons have taught 
religion among the arts to mankind, I have the pleasure 
here to introduce to the notice of the reader, "An Inquiry 
into the Nature and Tendency of Speculative Free Mason
ry. By John G. Stearns, Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Paris, New-York." This little work, published early in 
1826, .was not sought by the public until after the abduc
tion in that same year, awakened attention to the claims 

. of Free Masonry. It fell into my hands u~der circum
stances grateful to memory, and at a time when the mind 
was agitated and tossed between the manifest disparity of 
the promises and the rewards of Masonry; between its 
pretensions and the ttoth; its wise and learned supporters, 
and its ridiculous tradition and ceremonies. 

Mr. Stearns treats only of the religious pretensions of 
Free Masonry, leaving all other claims of the most ancient 
and honourable institution to make their own way in the 
world; but his work helped greatly to settle my convic
tions, to confirm my purposes, to encourage and counte
nance this effort. 

His manner will be seen in the following extract from his 
" Inquiry," chap. iv. 

" The meekness of Christ does not characterise the ma
sonic institution. It is not designed for meek-minded men, 
but for men of all classes, who are proud, haughty, and am
bitious, and who love the praise of men more than the 
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praise of God. If a spirit of meekness and gentleness is 
found in individuals of the brotherhood, it belongs to Chris
tianity,and not to Masonry. How can Masonry produce or 
nourish this spirit, when it is said to unite men of the most 
opposite tenets, and of the most contradictory opinions? 

" The spirit of Masonry is the spirit of the world, and 
not of Christ. Christianity lays aside every needless orna
ment, every thing that glitters, and every thing the world 
admires, and passes through it like a still small voice; often 
unobserved by the great~ except as an object of ridicule 
and contempt. Not so with Masonry; its parade is well 
known, and is often seen, jn pompous ceremonies, and em
blems, and splendid attire, which dazzle the eyes of gazing 
multitudes. The world has no war with this; it is perfect
ly congenial with its spirit But how far, how very far from 
the spjrit of Christianity. Call a man a high priest of Ma
sonry ; clothe him in all the insignia of his office; write HO

LINESS TO THE LORD on his front; does he look like an humble 
disciple of Jesus 1 

" Christianity teaches the d~ctrine and precepts of mo
rality in plain language, in a, plain simple manner; but 
Masonry pretends to teach them by a routine' of ceremo
nies. The former is God's method; the latter is man's. 

" Masons may tell us, that certain things in their institu
tion are designed to teach certain truths, and to be emblems 
of certain vir!ues; but by whose authority? and what in
struction can they give us from these things 1 Where has 
the Lord informed us, in his word, that a chisel, a mallet, a 
square, a compass, a trOlvel, a scythe, and a white leatller 
apron, are emblems of the virtues of the human heart, and 
are designed to inculcate moral truth 1 Mr. Town tells us, 
• that a habitual practice of every commendable virtue, is 
taught by suitable amI appropriate masonic emblems;' 
also, • in a word, the history of nature and grace is most 
beautifully prcligurcd ill a tively display of masonic sym
boIs.' (pp. 1S--1. 24.) 

.. Now, the Almighty has taught us these things in his 
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written word, in plain and definite language; not by chisels, 
and mallets, and white leather aprons, and other masonic 
symbols. I may say that my' candle and snuffers before 
me, are 'emblems of the virtues of the heart, and are de
signed to teach moral truth; I should be as nobly employ
ed, should I attempt to communicate religious instruction 
from these to lost, dying men, as from a chisel, or a mallet. 
My 'authority is as good in one case as in the other." 

This is good sense, and it came upon my ear like pure 
water upon parched lipS, soothing, refreshing, and strength
ening. With a view to make Mr. Stearns' effort better 
known, 'and at the same time to touch the most ancient in
stitution on' a point that otherwise might be overlooked, 
I continue to extiact from the same fourth chapter of 
.. Steams' Inquiry.·' ., ' 

.. There is something worthy of notice respecting the 
dedication of masonic lodges and haIls. 'Our ancient breth
ren,' says Mr. Bradley, 'dedicated their lodges to king So
lomon; yet ,Masons professing Christianity, dedicate theirs 
to St. John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, who 
were eminent patrons of Masonry.' (p.59.) Has Mr. B. 
any proof that these two men were Masons 1 If he has, 
it would have been important to Masonry had he produced 
it. No proof is offered, and there is none to offer, unless it 
be Dlasonic tradition. This may satisty Masons, but it ne
ver will satisty those who think for themselves. We are at 
liberty to reject the proposition, and to believe that those 
men were not Masons; (and we take the liberty;) and 
when Masons say they were, they say what they cannot 
prove. In dedicating their lodges to them, they are guilty of 
consummate foUy, for even if they were Masons, and Ma
sonry were of God, why dedicate lodges to them 1 Strange 
if the property of the Almighty must be dedicated in so
lemn form 10 some of his creatures . 

.. The method of dedicating a masonic hall is, in its na
ture, nothing less than blasphemy; though Masons may in
tend to perform a religious, and a very solemn ceremony. 
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The hall is first dedicated in the name of Ole great Jeho
vah, then in the namc of the holy St. lohn, thtm in thQ 
namc of the whole fraternity. 'In the name of the great 
Jehovah, to wllom be all honour and glory, I do solemnl, 
dedicate this hall to Masonry.' , In the name of the holy 
St. John, I do solemnly dedicate this hall to virtue.' , In 
the name of the whole ti-atemity, I do solemnly dedicate 
this hall to universal benevolence.' (See Monitor, pp. 130 
131.) ~ this occasion the great name of God.is taken in 
vain, trifled with, and blasphemed." 

Mr. Stearns is a Mason, and well understands of wbat 
hc affirms. The manner of dedicating mll8C)oic halls is 
correctly described, according to the form siven aI80 in the 
Book of Constitutions, (p. 99.) 

Here observe 0118 01 the sweet catches of our dark Mis
I'~: tress, 

',' ~ 

.. Who. word at aDI time will pa., 

.. Point blank va both lideaot' a cue." 

She says: "In the name of the Itoly St. JQJ,n, l do 8()0 

lemnly dedicate this hall to virtue." Very well. 
The lecture oD. the first degree, ~ecordIJ with th~ follow

ing: "Our ancient brethren dedicated their lodges to Solo
mon, yet Masons profesaing Christianity dCJl;cate theirs to 
SL John the Baptist, and St. JoAn tJae E~liIt." (F. 
M. L. p. 148.) 

But the ceremony of dedication says: "In the name of 
the holy SL J.ohn," and not St. Johns: which has this 
masonic advantage, that Jews, Turks, and Infidels, will un
derstand the dedication as made to the Baptist; for him 
they honour; while Christians will understand the Beloved 
disciple. Thus all parties are pleased, and the harmony of 
the lodge is preserved; whereas, if the dedication were to 
the holy SLJohns, the infidels might fiy, and discord break 
the bonds of affection among the brethren. 

In the appendil, Mr. Stearns oWen a taw remarb uPOIl 
29 
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Mr. Town's Speculative Free Masonry, which will be ap
proved by the reader. 

" It has been said by some of the fraternity, that Mr. 
Town's book is incorrect, and of little consequence; that it 
does not contain the sentiments of Masons, only those of 
the author. This is an impeachment of the grand body of 
Masons in the State of New-York, some of whom are of 
high standing in various departments of life. The book 
professes, on its titJe-page, to~, 'A System of Speculative 
Free Masonry;' • exhibited in a course of lectures before 
the Grand Chapter of the State of New-York, at their an
nual meetmp in the city of AJbany.' 'It was reduced to 
a regular IJBtem by their special request;' and recommend
ed by them to the public, 8!1 'A System of Free Masonry: 
It is Curthet recommended by no less than nine grand offi
eers, in whose presence the lectures were delivered, by all
other who had examined them, and by the honourable De 
Witt Clinton, General Grand High Priest, &c. At the time. 
o( its publication, it was patronized by individuals of near
ly 150 different lodges and chapters through the States, 
and more than four thousand copies were subscribed lOr. 
All this may be seen by examining the book." 

Free Masonry is capable both of solemnly recommending, 
and solemnly denouncing Mr. Town's Speculative Masonry, 
baving regard not to the book itself, but solely to ber own 
locality and convenience; as in Britain or Turkey, among 
Christians or HiodOO8 : 

. .. aer CIa" not beinr bound to bear • 
.. That literal _ the worda infer, 
.. But, bl her well eBtabliabed uaaae, 
.. Are to be judged how far th' engage; 
.. And uAerc I1ac _", CUIt_', eMdit/. 
" Are foutt4 "'*', cmcI f( none tltel." 
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CHAPTER XXXVII . 

.. Ashamed of Jeeua! _ far 
.. Let eveaiDg blah &0 own & star: 
.. No; whea I blU .... be thiII my ~ 
" That I ne more revere his name." 

227 

Grt.{lg. 

l!a.EB MASONRY, within the two tho~and lodges of this free 
country, and within the lodges of all countries, is, in all its 
rites and services, deeply died with Deism. This weighty 
charge is coDSiderate1y made, as will appear from the ac
companying document& 

It is the common boast of the books, and treatises, and 
orators of Free Masonry, that in a lodge, all the members, 
of whatever country or religion, character or ,sect, meet on 
the ieve~ and part on the square; that the Arab and Turk; 
Chinese and American, Hindoo and European, hannoniously 
join in the work and services pf the lodge, with mutual plea
sure and edification. 

New, irany man name the Lord Jesus, except lightly, in 
such an asaembly, he must offend the MU88elmen to say 
something reverential of Mahomet, &c., and the harmony 
of the lodge would be sacrificed. If Vishnu were praised, 
the Christians present might take alann at the proselyting 
spirit of their Hindoo brethren, and withdraw from the dis
cordant lodge.' No peculiar views of religion are taught, 
but only grand, moral principles; duty to heaven, to self, 
and to neighbours; leaving the Chinese to worship their 
emperor, the HindOO8, their three millions, &.c. &.c. 

But every lodge is opened or closed with prayer. EveI)' 
muter and apprentice is made with prayer; aad prayer to 
~ , 
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the Deity, is a very common thing in the services of M~ 
sonry. How can that be managed with harmony among 
so discordant believers, so heterodox worshippers 1 Simply 
by reducing every form of e.'tpression to pure Deism: by 
worshipping under the name of the Deity, the unknown 
God of the Greeks, or any other which may be in the heart 
of the supplicant. Christians, Mahometans, and Jews, unite 
in one name, and agree in the lodges to calion that name; 
but that is more in the spirit of personal acr.ommodation, 
than in obedience to the true principles of Free Masonry ; 
for should a Brahmin or Chinese he present, he would at 
once complain of the exclusive spirit, the proselyting spirit 
of his masonic brethren, while they addressed prayers to the 
God of the Patriarchs and Prophets: and that will never 
do; the harmony of the lodge is no Inorc, under such circunl
stances, to boast of, tl:an the union of Christians; and to ac
commodate the Chinese, who are a great people, we must 
caU on " the Deity," and then they can believe Fo is meant, 
or the emperor. 

Though three great classes of men do agree in the lodges 
to worehip a particular name, contrary to the true spirit of 
Free Masonry, and at the risk oC offending their half civi
lized and saVille brethren ; yet, they must, for the sake of 
harmony, sink all dift"erences amqng themselves; neither 
the Sa,iour of the world, nor the false prophet, may be 
Damed, without offence to the Jew, and to either- Turk or 
Christian. To offer a petition in his name who is our Ad· 
vocate- with the Father, to caU on his name to whom Ste· 
phen committed his departing spirit, and besides lYhom, 
crucified, Paul would know nothing, aerving to bonda and 
death; this would interrupt the harmony of the mlJ80nic 
system, the concord of the Turk, Jew, and Christian, and, 
therefore, must be dispensed with; and, sorry to say, it is 
dispensed with; the name of the Lord Jesus is banished, U 

&om a system of pure Deism. . 
In the ,forms of two funeral seniees, given at full length 

in the Book of Constitutions, and in the Free Muon', Li-
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bruy, and only one in Preston, the name at which every 
knee shall bow, is not found; nor u it, 'Mug" tie r~ 
tUm and the life '0 tlaeJa tAal believe, '0 mucA fill alltuUd to 
in all the t'UJXlMe" dnd cerernoniu, or in eit1&er of t1ae 
prager. in the lodge, or at tIIe~. And in twelve 
prayers' colleeted for other than funeral occasions; besides 
two making part of the funeral services, being all the 
prayers which are collected in the Book of Constitutions of 
'Massachusetts,"'not one names the Messiah, not one haa 
any allusion to his name, not one utt~rtI a sentiment incon-
sistent with learned Deism. ' 

" Grand Architect I Dehold us asp~g towards thee. 
Thy works fiji us with rapture. Heaven's gates stand open 
to welcome thy sons to glory." 

This is the first strain of one, found Book of CODS. p. 
151. And another on the same page concludes as follows: 
.. Permitted to join the' all-~rfeet Lodge in Heaven, there 
to receive never ending refreshment in the regions of bliss 
and immortality. Amen' So mote it be I Amep '" 

.. The Saviour taught his disciples,~' says Mr. StearnE, 
" to pray in his name, and in his name they do' pray. But 
Masons, as such, do not approach God in this name, nor 
acknowledge it as the medium of communication. I ha\'e 
perused about twenty masonic prayers, and found not one 
which was offered in the name of Christ. The Holy ,Spi
rit was not once named; no sins were confessed. But a 
solitary instance in which a pardon of sin was prayed for. 
What arc these but the prayers of Deists1"-8team,' In
quiry, p. 37. 

If this leaving out of view the blessed name of Jesus, 

'" The II&me ill true of the runeral rites and ceremoDlea, aDd the prayen 
collected and published in the Book of Constitution. of South CaroliDa. 
AlBo. the F. M. Library gi ... twelve fOrDIII of prayer for the loci,.. aDd 
cbapten, in the II&JD8 Dameleu iltyJe; but IOmo for the templanl are ia 
CbriBtian shape. 
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were an oversight, that were a very different case from the 
present. Christian worshippers, that is, men using the 
forms of Christianity in their usual services, and bred up to 
no other, except as they were taught in the lodges, did not 
leave out this glorious name in our worship by an oversight. 
No, no; much as I would rejoice to light upon the sliglitest 
palliation of this treason against their Lord, in our grand 
chaplains, I must believe the omission is not accidental, 
is not made by a momentary forgetfulness of the pro
mise, " Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you," (John, xvi. 23.) but in obedience 
to the stem laws of Free Masonry, which level all dis
tinctions of religion as well as rank, and hail the Arab, 
the Mohawk, and the Tartar~ as brethren of the same de
votional family wjth the Christian and the Jew. The wor
ship compiled in the Books of Constitutions of Free Ma
sonry, is modelled on the principles of Free Masonry, and 
not on the doctrines of the cross: it is made subservient to 
the laws of a mystiealsociety, and contrary to tlle precepts 
of the gospel; it is published for the honour of the mystery, 
and is a reproach upon Him who came down nom Heaven, 
and now has the government there. 

Reader, let not a doubt check the rising of your indig
nation against this deep· scheme of infidelity; against 
this new mode of attack upon the religion in which we have 
been bred. Under the influence of Christianity, our coun
try has risen from a feeble band to be a mi«bty nation; and 
the district school and the Christian temple, rise on every 
hand, where our fathers have seen the hut of the savage 

. and the beast of prey. . No lover of his country, no dema
gogue ofa party, can wish to see the religion ofhis country 
and of his fathers trampled upon and despised, however 
secretly it may be done, whether in a lodge-room, or in the 
vault of the royal arch, or in the masonic tabernacle. 

And is it not trampled· upon, when the very name 
of its founder, protector, and head, is banished from the re
ligious ceremonies of the lodge-room 1 When in the fie-

; 
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quent funeral service, He is not named, who brought life 
and immortality to light, taking up·the life .which he had 
both power to lay down and take again, for the redemption 
of sinners 1 Is it not trampled upon and despised io open 
day, when the &enllElless mummery of mystical Free Mason
ry, under the most solemn sanctions of the fraternity, is 
palmed upon the public, u summarily comprizing the doe
trines of the cl'Ol81 .. the lame .,'tera of faith, and the lame 

practical dutiu taught by reoelarion?" (Tm.on '. Spec. MfU. 
p.52.) 

Indeed, it is despised by Free Muonry : deny it none can: 
men may shut their eyes upon the meridian sun, but the 
light of the universe ahioes stilL They may refuse to see 
that the worship which strikes out' the- name of the Lord 
Jesus &om its ritual, is hostile to the nam~ of Jesus : but that 
is Free Masonry; and is hostile to the name of Jesus. I say 
not this begging, .. in consideration of the pious men .who 
belong to the fraternity;" .. in consideration of a muter'a 
inferiority to the Sovereign Inspectors General" of Free 
Masonry i" but u ~ne who have studied Free Masonry in 
her own eleinentary books, who have observed her in her 
varied forms, and who speak the truth in the fear of the 
Highest. 

Did not Joab put his arm around the neck of Abner, and 
kiss him, while he planted a dagger in his heart 1 So does 
Free Masonry to the Christian, when she says, "the Word 
in the Jr" ver,e of St. John, in all ill relatoimJ to man, time, 
orul eternity, COnItitutU the very 8pirit and eBlence of Spet!U
ltJtive Free MfUO'IIt'Y ;" (Tm.on, p. 155.) while, at the instant, 
she banishes the name of the Lord Jesus &om her ritual, 
teaching to approach the throne of grace in another way.· 

I do not say, that all muters of lodges feel bound so 

... I make DO exception in favour of the Knights Templan and otheJII; 
for if Free Mucmry have a Air claim to theN, I have • 1IIIpU&&e accou.' 
opeD with her there. . 

Digitized by Google 



raEE KA80NllY. 

close by their pledge of obedience to the general regula. 
tions of the grand lodge, as never to use any other form of 
prayer than is prescribed in their Books of Constitutions. I 
have fleard the name by which we of this favoured land are 
called, pronounced in the reverential tone of worship in a 
lodge of Master Masons. But that master carried his 
religion where he had better not have gone himself, and 
obeyed his Lord, rather than the Book of Constitutions. 
So, in every case, those who, in a masonic lodge, calI upon 
the name of Jesus, or lift up their voice through the only 
Mediator between God ~d man, depart from the true ma
sonic character, and from the ~ masonic manner; the 
cJ:preasion sounds unnatural there. It is not admissible in 
lodge meeting, or in a Mason any where, to do, or say, 
what will offend an Arab, or brother Turk. " As Masons, 
we only punue that universal religion which unites the most 
dift'erent principles in one sacred band, and brings together 
those who were most distant from one another." (Book of 
001l6t. 133.) That is pure Deism. "It is now thought 
most ezpedient, that the brethren. in general should only 
be charged to adhere to the eI.eatiaU of religion in which 
all men agree." (Book of 00116. p. 34.) 'fhat is pure 
Deism, and is taught in the Book of Constitutions of Free 
M889nry. (Vide F. M. L. p. 66.) 

It Will be answered by some, that .. the Holy Bible is the 
true masonic register and guide; held sacred in all tho 
lodges. " But, as a clerical friend, who has taken some 
twenty degrees in Masonry, lately said of the antiquity of 
the craft, " tiat iB II catch ;" the Bible is no more the guide 
of MasoDB,.than is the Koran. In masonic processions in 
Christian countriea, the Bible, with the squar~ and compass, 
is carried in the. van, by BOme white-headed gentleman, by 
way of sanctity, not because the Bible has any thing to do 
with Free Masonry. In Turkey, the Koran would be used 
by Masons in the same way, for the same purpose,for effect 
only. Free Masonry cues not for the Koran, nor tor' the 
Bible, but is willing to use either, or both, or neither, accord-

Digitized by Google 



DEISM. 

ing to circumstances, purely with a view "to her oWQ profit 
and praise. " 
. P. S. "Piety-enforeecL 
- ," As a Mason, you are to study the, moral law, 88 eon
tained in the sacred code.',' (Preston, b.2. sec. 3.) And a 
note, refe.rring to code, fldds: "The Bible; and, in cOUll
tries w:herethat bOok is not known, [and where Mr. Preston'. 
book is,] whatever is under,tood to contailt the UJill f)r'" of 
God." .' 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

" So much wroa,ht lIlill within them the deaire 
" To found this nether empire, which IDiPt rise 
" By policy, and long proc81111 of time, 
"In emulation, opposite to Heaven." 

Nil. b. ii. 196. . 

"THE word Mason," saYII the Sovereign Inspector Ge
neral, Dr. Dalcho, (second Oration, p. 1I.) ill derived from 
the Greek, and literally means a member of a religiou!! 
sect, or one who ill professedly devoted to the worship of 
the Deity." 

I shall not stop to inquire of tbe Dr.-I beg pardon
of ,the sovereign inspector general, what that pretended 
Greek word is; nor to take notice of the vanity, which, 
reckless of truth, would induce the unlearned reader to be
lieve, that the plain English word MtUOfl, a: man of whole
some brick and mortnr, originally meant, " a member of a 

30 
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religious sect, or one who is devoted to the service of lhe 
Deity;" but only 'to illustrate, from the orations of this 
gowned teacher of Christianity, the Deistical nature, of 
Free Masonry. 

He says, p. 13. of Oration second, "As humanity ever 
springs from tf'Ite religion, every religious sect whichacknow
ledges the Supreme Being, is_ equaDy respected by the or-
der." What is this but Deism 1 . 

He adds, a few lines further, " The Great Book of Na
tore is revealed to our eyes, and the universal religion of her 
God is what we profess, as Free Masons." This is very 
plain. Masonry discards an Revelation, and adheres to 
.. the Great Book of Nature;" Arahs and Chinese,savages 
and Jews, Mahometans and Christians, "are all cemented 
by tTae mg.hc union. How valuable ia an inBtitution found
ctl ~ .entiments like tAue; Iww infinitely pleasing mull it 
be to Ham who is seated· on tAe throne of mercy! To "'at 
GoilwAo iano respecterofper.ons." (DalcAo's second Ora
tion, p. 17.) Good or bad, this is a system of pure Deism, 
a system dishonourable to our Divine Master, and to a 
Christian minister; but it is genuine Free Masonry.'" 

Here a word may be spoken for the vain boasting of the 
harmony of the fraternity. It is found in their books, and 
twenty-fburth of June orations, and in their daily conversa
tion. "What a lovely institution, which unites the most 
discordant m~mbers in one happy fraternity'" It is a great 
mistake. The institution does no such thing. It unites 
only one class of men; others belong t~ the institution, 
Jews, Christians, &c., but it is vain to say they are united 
by it in any sense which annihilates the~r distinctive charac
ters. Naturalists and Deists may be cemented by the 

... A great number of eminent writers have made prof_on of Doism, 
aad the major part of SOclnian8 have ranged thollllllllvea under ita lltandard. 
Tbia _t.-DOW bllCQme very numeroua. is accuted of admitting only the 
light of realon,and rejecting aU rev .. latioD. It is not poBIIibIe for 1\ ChriR-
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, 
mystic tmiou; or rather may become acquainted with each 
other by this union,. and strengthen each other, and the 
cause of Deism, by the facilities for intercou,.ae afforded by 
the secret words and signs of the craft, but they nevel' can. 
be united with pagans or Christians. 

Free Masonry has no inherent good to create factiOIlB. 
When' it is made the Be"ant of a Deistical party t .88 it wu 
by Voltaire and his crew, before the French Revolution; or 
of political factions, as it is. at this time in Mexico; or of 
vanity and pompous sho'tV, as is common in our own coun
try; Free Masonty deriveli some conSequence from tbe use 
made of it: but that it has no natural stamina upon which 
men may divide; no inherent virtue or benefit for: which it 
is possible to excite a passionate desire, is manifest from 
the cAeapneslJ of her favours, om1 from. the readiness with 
whick slle accom.JROdates herself to all classes and condi· 
tionsof num,paf!am or savages. 

None quarrel for the dirt which is trodden under foot ~y 
every p~nger; it is the silver and the gold, the precious 
treasures, which excite men to disgraceful bickerings. Frail 
man will yet-rudely contend for an unequal portion of ~e .. · 
ry earthly good ; and no strife of .this . kind being found with
in the lodges, is a clear demonstration of the fact, that 
Free Masonry is °a senseless thing, incapable of exciting the 
natural passions of the soul. 

But the history of Free Masonry shows that t1ae UBe of 

tian to excuse their indocility; (YolI4if'e) but juatiee ob1iJea us to~-
1edJe, that thiB is the only sect of aU others, (Deiata,) that has not diaturW 
society by ita dispute. ; ud whicla, though erroneou .. haa always beaD clear 
of fanaticism. It is, indeed, impouible thahuch &Beet Mould beothw than 
peaceable, since ita foUowen aJl united with aU mankind in the principle 
common to aU ..... ud aUcounmea; namely, the wonhip of ODe oaIy 
God; aUowing for the diVInity of opinion in othera, and II8ldom diacoyer. 
iug their own. They .y, tbat their pure re1irion i. as old &8 the world," 
&c.-YoUtrire, JIIanfterI""" 8pVit' '!I NtllionI, chap. 1~ 

The Dei.t is .. judge of Deism, and Voltaire, here describing Deism, dCIfB 
exactly deseribe the religious char.cler of Free Mu.,nry. 
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her has caused divisions among the fraternity. They ha\'e 
not..quarrelled about her principles; that were impossible; 
but much have . they divided upon the control of her. Wit
ness the dispute ~tween the grand lodges of York and of 
London, for the supremacy of England: peace made, A. 
D. 1792. Witness the division into ancient and modern, 
beginning, A. D. 1717, "breaking out 1735 to 1738; and 
healed with a heap of ceremonies, A. D. 1813. (Vide Eu~ 

'·opefl1!. jfag. and Lon. Rev. 1814.) 
Witness tbe contest between the royal York of Berlin, 

and the grand lodge of Prussia i witness the schisms among 
the Philaletltes, and among the Chevaliers Bienfaisants of 
France .; and, also, the long and hard struggle which !ute
re~ted all Germany, between the sttict Observantz, and 
those of the Rosaic system. 

These were cases of violent hostility; and the dispute 
was not whether Free Masonry has three degrees of subli
mity', or four degrees, or fourteen, or forty; all that is- a mat
ter perfectly immaterial; pot whether Free Masonry should 
or should not continue to teach the black art, wonder-work
ing, and the transmutation of metals; not ",hether . she 
should relinquish her claim to a divine origin.al, and be con
tent with a leather a.pron, and a trowel bright with mortar 
and with use: no, the whol~ questi'on was, who shall have 
the wielding of this black engine of night 1 And bravely 
they fought it. . 
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CHAPT£R XXXIX : 

ut 

What is Deilm ,f .. '1M1itkuowledging a God, without the reception of 
revealed relicioD."-WtrNw: 

IT is not a little difficult, satislactorily to pro\'C any thing 
in relation to a topic which is 80m~times operative, sonte
times speculative, a mechanic art, or, a riberw scien~; 
which is sometimes the very essenCe of Christianity, and 
sometimes the way of winning the faculty of magic; a re
ligion in which all men agree, and the a'rt of foresaymg 
things to come; which, in fine, bows the knee sometimes 
in solemn invocation to the Deity, and tcaches its pupjls to 
beeome good and perfect without the help Of fear or hope. 
Such a farrago of absurdities is ancient Free M&$onry; 
.and yet, if it have any distinguishing and uniform· charac
teristic, this is it, viz. it acknowledges a God without the re
ception of divine revelation. 

The quotations already made from standard treatises Oil 

Masopry, establish this trait· in her charactcr. But such is 
the importance of the subject, when viewed in connexion 
with the two thousand lodges of our country, and with the 
glorious and fearful truths of the gospel rejected by Free 
Masonry, that I shall not fear to tire the reader's patience 
by summoning before him further witnesscs . . 

I do not attempt, Cl'cn QY theslightcst implica~ion, to 
prove that the Free Masons of our country are Deists; no 
lIuch thing; but that our dark mistress tcaches them the 
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necessary lessons, and it is to their praise they do not learn 
the doctrine. Free Masonry inculcates pure Deism; if her 
disciples refuse to learn, that is not altogether her fault; 
she is entitled to the credit of a diligent and faithful in
structress. This will-more fully appear by what follows. 

" Let a man's religion, or mode of it, be what it will, we 
do not exclude him from our order, provided he believe's in 
the· glorious Architect of heaven and earth, and practises 
the sacred duties or morality. "-(F. M. Library, p. 160.) . 

This is part of the charge given to an entered appren
tice. 'rhis is a part of the first, lepoJJ· of Free Masonry. 
"·You worship the universal Lord or oature in the way you 
think most pleuing to hUn; you practise everY duty of mo
rality, . and he does not reject you; and shall we? no; 
come to WJ, and find your friends,your brethren."(-Idem.) 
. Whether it "please" the apprentice to wor.hip 'lie wi
venal Lord as the God Satum, the God Moloch, the God 
Vishnu, the God Fo, the God Jupiter, or the God Reason 
witJi the TIluminees, is all one to Free Masonry; she is a 
professed teacher of religion, and only reqllires him "to 
adhere to #Aeeuential., in wlaicA all metHlgree. "-(Book of 
Cona. p.M. Idem, F. M. Library. p.66.) But he must 
not have a humped back, or a maimed Jimb, or an illegiti
mate parentage. "TAe apprentice mUlt be free born, and 
of limb, wAOle, as a fIUIft ougllt tQ be, and no baBtard." (F. 
M. ~,p.'14., Idem, Pruton. London, 1788. p. 102. 
The same in other authors, under the title, Ancient Charge •• ) 
He must be ".free born, of a good J:indred, and 1uJve Ais 
rig"" limb., as a man ought to have." (F. M. L. p. 14.) 
She is very particulat. 

Now, that the lodges sometimes admit dismembered 
pupils, and even Atheists, I readily grant; but that only 
proves, that the lodges depart from their instructions. Free 
Masonry teaches and charges her apprentice: Adore the 
.Being ofall beWg" OftDhom ,hy heart iBfo.ll; (Free Mas. 
Lib. p. 149.) meaning the Deity: but if her pe"erse pupil 
will blindly understand thereby the mi.tre8B of his a.ffectiom, 
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woman, wealth, or wine, Free Masonry cannot help that. 
i\:?l(, "huuld he ai finh uut," ul all 
being., of whom his heart is full," is no God, but frailty5 

poi555}55, anh become Ath5~5}t l Fo~ Ft~l±1OIllry ean~ 

not help that either. She does certainly inculcate upon him 
re/iz:;;~ Wlg55,1 all ~ 55~~ee and 5,,5J1 f8adl%y el~ 

euse hU errors, as those of her pupils, who fall into the uncha
"itablo faith di}ER1e • " a b5j bOm 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of qod." (JoAn, iii. 3.) 

Freh gM~}mlfY all herwiih imh"rti~R 
fondness; she weeps over their errors, and does her utmost 

recR~m thef hevi"ie to tfGe h055d OK 

left, and aims alike. to tam,e the spirit of the fulff'inating 
lRrielt, ¥~ the 55Ryte55555A of tl55Y morFt broth55dJf". '" Noz 
destitute of the wisdom which is from beneath, she chooses her 
meas,,;ros with dech cUD"ing. lelYrlrzed mOSt 
stupid, when he Illgards the heavens, must acknowledge that 
ihere a ;t bm" is V"~h for~ard achf5(5w~lge ii, 
But millions, blindly worshipping him in the stock of a tree, 

a blY~Yk meR '" hanh".sho i" blir.9£l with 
them, and worships him ,so too: millions, sharper sighted, 
;roe and W05A55E±lp in ,he lrTIOer fe;rtilizetrT Iheir h55Jds, 
and in the corn that renews their strength; she sees and 

bo¥.Jhog hTIm:Bbly tTao Fnw ~ tho net, 
for by these we live. 

BUi is oouer be thot lrlie, inculcates 
the "essentials of religion, in which all men agree, unitiag 
~en the m"st 9£l:Btan4. oOURRries m:B"f. oPI"i4.ite R5lrlklets, 
in one indissoluble bond of aft"ection. " AJ) me~ do not agree 

re%Y%RG 55ing divin" lreveh,tion F"i3e M5A5Aomy d08l§ 
not teach it, the Gl1lDd Chapter to the contrary notwith

he.! dious tiisg&"i"e, Frzz%~ M"lroory 

.. Vide Free MM • .JI&n., also. lUllltralim&l qf M_!l, chap. Oripa GrIll 
,zzEZwmtEZ$:5?I qf ,5lr~. 

t Quia",_ tam neora. qui ci1m su8pClxerit in coelum, non eentiat Deum 
,,_ ~-Cicero. 
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is solely a teacRer of Deism, in the two thousand lodges of 
this country, and whether her De!1s·be the Being oftvkom 
eath iRdivUllltll's heart is full, or (he stock of a tree; "is no 
matter of concern to her. 

Mark; it is no matter of co~cern to Iter; to the seventy 
er one hundred thousand Masons of our country, it is a mat
ter of concern; 'and they will prove it so, by forsaking her 
assemblies. They are as little conscioulJ of her chara.cter, 
as was'the writer, before being pro,YQked to study it. "They 
are tfle judges of the proofs and of the authorities he brings ~ 
and time for reflection will unite them in abhorrence of a 
dark scheme, which on the face of it is deism, and in its spi. 
rit, is the beiRg of whOm em'lt Iteart is .fill~. t'. no deity: 
AtAeism. 

Many. writers in the English language have been quoted, 
to show that Free Masonry inculcates pure Deism; (what
ever her pupils may learn;) and the grand chapter .have 
freely told us, how Masonry arid Christianity are one; and 
this, too, in the face of truth, and the day. Now we will 
hear what" Esprit dutlOgme de la Franclte ]Wofonrie" has 
to say upon the subject. The work is not· sanctioned by 
any grand chapter or grand officers. Whether that (ashion 
is unknown upon the Contment of Europe, or whether the 
book is too barefaced to require letters of credit, does not 
appear. The reader cannot suppose, Rfter what has been 
presented in this volume, that Free ~Masonry would hesi
tate to sanction any thing, for absurdity or impiety. 

"Esprit duDogme," was published. at Brussels,. in the 
Netherlands, A. D. 1825. 350 pp. 8vo. with many cuts. 
It professes to be, .. ResearcM-IJ IIp(m the oMgin and the 
different riteB of Free Masonryl :'~ the very thing we want, 
my reader; but it comes too Intc -to tell us the origin of 
Free Masonry, Rnd can only help u~ to under!ltand its doc
trines: not that we should find it irksome to stop while 
Esprit might tell the origin, if he could; but, haying finish
ed his story, that part of it is only fog, while upon the doc~ 
trines he i!l commendably explicit. 

, 
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- Should we find him maliciously inculcating the same opi
nions which Mr. Town inculcates honestly, we cannot ques
tion his masonic right. Mr. T. has given his views of Chris
tiimity, and Mr. EBprit may give-his. Free MuoDryopeli
Iy commends Mr. T.'s labour, while in her-heart she loves 
Mi. EBprit'.: and for this good reas~n; that he aims most 
seduiodIJly to level all distinctions of religion; to bring men 
to unite. 'M u,ential., in w1!ick '''ey aU 'agree. He is ~ 
Deirt, without dispute, as Mr. T.' is a Christillll; and we 
shall find i'ree Muonry, in his hands, a much more natural 
and -efficient weapon than it can be in the hands of any ho
nest grand chaplain. 

One word more. Let no· man say, "Mischief has 
been hunted after." Every masonic work that has come 
within .cli, has been made to contribute its mite to this 
exposition of Free Masonry: and EBprit I give as the only 
French work upon the subject I have yet had opportuQity 
to read, and it is of necessity the ~rst. -, 

The first words of. the preface are: "Le but de cat OUY

rage est de d~montl'er que la Fninche-M~:" est une s0-

ciete religieuse, que les F.'. F.'. M.·. M.·. suivent Ie dog
me, les doeuines, et myst&es de Jesus." 

As the translation will be much more interesting to most 
readers, I will hazard giving it; and yet I should be sorry 
to have the reader think that any of its gloss is acqUired in 
my hahds; like every ot~er translation of pithy thoughts, 
it is tapestry seen on the faint side. 

"The object of this work is to show that Free MuoDry 
is a religious sOciety; that Free Masons conform to the te
nets~ the doctrines, and the mysteries of Jesus." 

The grand chapter have sanctioned· that; but when he 
goes on to show that Muonry arose flom the fens of Egypt, 
that it derives ita most sublime doctrines flom the Coptic 
priests, " who taught the existence of one only and suprem, 
Being," I hope every Muon will see where he . aims, and 
t.e ready to revolt from the contempt put upon the scrip' 
tures in the declaration which follows: " TAiB aublime itl.:a 
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oJ .. .., 9/ ~ tJW'!I r~ OUJU 10 'hB EmtW» 
~t -.4 no4 to, J~ til .0lIl6 roritBr.ltIIppO.e." 
(p. 9.) _ _. 

~h,i, W: p-uo ,l\faaonic conaisteDcy. On pege 1, he says, 
tb, ~jI}c\ ~( Ws work is to sh~w that ,Free Muons COD

fopn 19 $Il~ d~~ea of BA,velation; ad on page 9, be 
, vir\~1 ~~ to those doctrines the grand truth, tIuIt God 
q.. r--

,~ ~, ((J9, is a specimen of genuine masollie ,~ 
t¥.mt th:at siw8 to the priests of that people, who .from the 
~¥~, ~tiquity were devoted to the most BUpentiaiOIJll 

idolatry, "'OF,lipping ,he crocodile, tke ()3: that IJ1',IlZU tie 
PfI'~, ancC ecen the vegetables of the foflth •• ~ IlUblioie 
~ of tbeunity of the Supreme Being I" Tbe leader 
W9wd know this w&,lt Free Masonry in the darkest night. 

That Flee¥8SQnry rejects revelation, and is Deiam, the, 
r~r wi,l! mQ~e distinctly see in the following impious as
sertion: "JeBUS the ".ore retJd,ily admitted the, unity of God, 
far ~ ~ (Jf:.CONling, Iq AU -legend. in ~ IOAo.e 

~1Jf"~ t4e 1Qor,~ of one only God,", Laclantius 
• P.g ~~" (Eaprit du Dogme, p. 88.) 

Do not doubt this is' Free M880nry. The ~ she 
ventwes in AlJU)l'ica to banish' from her ritual, sh~ ventures 
ilJ ~~iptic ~gypt to scout. The name whi~,h61' Books 
of COlJ8.tiUJ#OJ}!I, in Massachusett,s, in Maryland, and in 
So~t!), Cll.l~ e:s,c1ude from their addresses to th{l throne 
of G~ace; in the French, she presents as somewhat in
deb~ w tbp {!qp'~P priests for the knowl~ge of the So
~)l~Dgt and_ ~ dQC~ of th~ lJlliti. 

We shall 1M¢. heei~~ tQ ~ow, that she, bas,~ore ~pu~ 
.~ in depp~ F~eJlCh, tluUJ. in tJUa JMiWepl~lQIQu
niJar t ~u., tbe._ffQ~,is qat iIJ the sp¥i~ of Free Ma:ioIJ
IJ.; '~e,is. icJEfQ~J,Uu} BUlC both, h~~ ~d' thenJ; an1l u.~ 
8u~f.!r,~vity qf. ~r st.€; 8,IIS\IIDe8 ~ ~ ill Qwing 
~tirelJ. ~ th~ ~v~ ch~ter which dis~es 
the m.tit~,ud the ch~ter 0~01U' co~try, Ipld,which 
it, it her ai~ tQ remove, or to deatroy.~ 

The nature of a disease which attacks the ,constitution 
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.. W cured, when weD defined. Free Masonry is defioina 
b.emeIf in a ",ay oot to be, mistaken; and if any, l~ 
-' the number of her lodges, fear for the moral health of 
our country, it is well to be on the alert, using sentle,. 
medies, and, by no means, harsh or violent medicin8jt, 
which inevitably weaken the body. Gentle meatrures wiD 
most Certainly withdraw t in a very few years; all the ,alua
ble supporters of Free )(aaonry from her ranD in this 
country; while abuse for the things of which they are .. 
norant, will only exuperate, and. throw· men obstinately 
ioto her citadel. She is not to be feared, whose grand 
master, without disparagement, fell under the stroke of a 
twIo /001 nde"a ,quare, and a ~,presenting, 0 Free 
Masonry, an example of" vir:tue,/ortitwle, and inle,rriIy, 
~ equalled, and ~ ezcelUJd in the kiBtoty of 1IaR." 

No, abe is. not to be feared; she is a cowa:-d, that seeks 
the cover of the night, and the help of falseh~ to screen 
henself &001 the certain fate to which troth and the light 
will one day doom her. Mark her through a few periods: 
" In this treatise we shall be lis circumspect as possible .. in 
order, that if it should faU into the hands of any prof ... 
(i. ~ oninitiated,) he could use it only to be convinced, that 
OUl' sqmptuous repasts ve oot the object of our 888e!Dblies, 
but they have an aim useful, lofty, and divine. We are 
obliJed to warn our brethren, that in speaking of the tenets 
of the Egyptians, of their mysteries, or or those of M0Be8, 
of Zoroaster. of Jesus Christ, it is not at nil our parpore to 
gi"e our own opinion,'or that of our order. Every brother 
knows, that he ought indiscriminately to take tQ his bosom 
e'ery honest citizen, every friend of his country, and of the 
laws, of whatever reli8i0n he may be, having admitted a 
universal toleration in the mode of worship ; ~d we ha~e 
been compeDed sometimes to enter upon the diseUSlion C1f 
these tenets and mysteries, in order to illustrate the ancient 
doctrines of our faith."-(Esprit du Dograe, p.l'>.) 

In the first period she gives the reader a high idea at the 
useful and divine 8.¥OCilttion, 8,8" in the next, inti:matOl 
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what its object is, by levelling every thing sacred to the 
l?;?:z:mdERId of ihe EgyptiaK1 mYf3if€rie€ in the' tdKf3d pef3iod, 
she first reminds the brother of the extent of masonic coo
f3itt, and, thh€f3 iustRhed fuE: the com::ludes 
with the plea ~f necessity, in order to explain Free Mason-

Thif3 is der Ohf3feure tG the J3TofaGe ad-
mire her mystery, to give Revelation a stab in its glorified 

and Gext pbfd iUhfRitablf3 exth€Gkt of 
masonic charity, not as if for the wound just given, but 
f3e,lIDIiilih'Y fo, of eariOlT niYh€teries 

This is Free Masonry, hoth in doctrine and in example. 
plGGds la'sw of in a fRost nUn.g,g,er: 

" Do I couple the doctrines of Egypt and Judea 1 it. is not 
tf, give 'opInion RApon sh" €J¥ys, "Df, 1 pnn,,ent 
Zo~oaster imd the Lord in the same point of view 1 Every 
bf,:,the, it is his to tHhe d,,,£8 "YHK ,ein, to bo
som the honest man, of whatever religion he may be." 

This libe:ality not t" 40 hf' quef3iioned, is f,hari-
ty sufficient to pacify the most impious. The Arch Enemy 

asY k,O mf,Ke : t" eevil" ike h ,ffro 00-
neatly, in conformity to the tempter's religion. To put the mys
teTes ndthe If,;rsinn Zoronater of the Toly h;:ggggpel ,'pon 
the'same level, for the edification of Free Masons; and 

the bgguath ,,,mind the pupil, that mosl",~ of Jaitk 
and forma of worship, honest men may be allowed to differ 
'GHhthout ,tint 10GH or eharity, 

The Father of Lies is, a deceiver still, whether he corne in 
of of of esC; 

he is the tempter stilI, whether he come in the form 
oh a or Vr:ee MERIunry, He the teHehe" 
. who, under the sanction of the two most valued Books of 
O%ggi%"''''''''VI~ uf the,e ShfgeS, ¥s,am,? men #:0 b" g()(FP fmil 
perfect without the kelp of fear or hope;1f. a doctrine which 

"Vide Bcu of Constit"tions of M,ncochncftts, which is "l%,eived all 
Nww Englwwd, p. ,d,ieh if "'ceivwt fTom lS¥ew-f3w,k to 
North Cwolbta. p. 11. 
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alike rejects the joys of Paradise, and the pains of bell; 
which excludes the hope of eternal life, and of the immor
tality of the so111; and, also, the fear ,of the fire tbat never 
shall be quenched. 

This is too much,. too much for silly Muonry. She is but 
a puppet made to play antic tricks, while a master spirit 
moves the wires, and filches the pockets of the gaping 
crowd. The whole object of the divine economy, asre
vea1ed in the holy ScriptureS, is to make men·" good and 
perfect;" and the method taken by· heaven's Truth; is, to 
invite by /wpe8 of joy unspeakable, and to persuade by the 
fear of terrors inconceivable.' The Enemy's m~thod, or 
Free Masonry's, if you please,is exactly the reverse of this. 
He began his instructions near the time of the masonio 
era, teaching Eve, witlwut the help of fear,to eat, and be 
like .God, knowing good and evil. And man being ruined, 
the enemy has only to keep him perfect without the help of 
hOpe, or fear, and his work is done. 

Thus we arrive at the spirit of the. doctrines of Free 
Masonry, by collecting them from the standard treatises .of 
the fratermty, and showing their relation to the Father of 
Lies,and to eternal night and death. I know the relation
ship will disgust many, and will oft'end soU)e; oftend.them 
with the discoverer nearly as much as with the connexion 
discovered; . But if masonic. charity wi~ justify an at
tack both· secret and open upon revealed religion, seeing it / 
is made honestly, and in conformity to the assassin's mode 
of worsbippiDg the Deus, she will undoubtedly ~ able to re
ceive kindly a rap upon ber own head, seeing itil hone.tly 
laid on, and, also, in conformity ~o the 8sSailant'~ mode of 
wOl1lhiJl. 
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CHAPTER XL. 
. . 

.. RueIwtl, That we regard the unh&IIowed subltitl1tion of the proran. 
orl1811 of Free Masonry, for the Chri8tian religion, .. &aught with more 
daa,er to the ~ of BOCiety, and the -truths of renlatiOD, than open 
DeiBm,orav.owe4 iDidelit,."-W •• WADlWOIl7a,Prel, 

. IIlHALL continue to study Free Masonry with the reader 
in EBpf'it du Dogme. It is revolting to Contemplate her, 
impiety, and it would be very UnjUllt to suspect the frater· 
Dity in this country of consenting to it. They are 'little 
aware of it, and I cannot but hope to deserve their hearty 
thanks' for presenting Free Masonry t() them, as they once 
WeJ9 presented to her, neither barefoot nor shod, with a 
cable tow ~ .IM neck; her's was a night scene, when 
she laughed in her heart, to see sober men groping after the 
light. which her own bandage had shut from their eyes; 
ours is an atiwr of the day. 

The Deistical character of the institution is abundantly 
proved, without meaning, now or at any time, that the ill. 
ternity assume that dlaracte~~ In pursuing the subject, I 
propose only to show the easy way Free Masonry has of 
putting a most important construction upon rites senseless 
and. wimeaning in themselves. She says, in Esprit. du 
Dogme, p. 115., " We have many rites and degrees which 
recall to mind our divine Master, Jesus, the supper, the pas
sion, and his resurrection;" but these must be rites belorig· 
iog to higher degrees than the master's, and I would only 
observe, in relation to t~em, that they more clearly .discover 
the anti-religious I!pirit of Free Masonry; she .does not cel
ebrate the Lord, or his sufferings, with an honest purpose. 
hnwever honeRt her followe", are; not shE'. 
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But the fonowing a Muter M880Il can undentaDd. " Ia 
these dQ.ys, the allegory of Hiram, which is used in eYelf 
ritual of Masonry, vQ.ries in our mysteries 8.nd ceremooies, 
and it is applied. under s~ch e~taneea, and used in the 
same manner, as the ane~nthlerophanta represented. 
sometimes, Oftria, at odter, BaeeAu, A.um, ~ I .. ; .anJI, 
etJeI'f oIW /orw&'of ,lae Deily wiom ., varioai, w .... 
p«J. So we, in the same manner, change in our temples 
the lepnd of lfJ1l,Dl" and of his three .... -., a.eeordiag 
to dle ritual to which the; belong. Hiram, Wholll the La. 
viles, from the praotice of his art, 8.11d the name of his a
ther, chose fol' the a.llegorical being, who replelents the 
Grand Ar~hitect of the temple of Soloalon, is·the all880ry 
01 Jeaus Cb,rist i\\·1(uonry fiJ!;.hed. (Mar" ~.) In 
the ritueJ of ancient and Accepted Scotch ~D8, lie .• 
tIM e"Je~ of ~uty in one eoUl'8e, aadin the other, b, 
corre8pOQd;ng leIJ$QQ, Jesus Christ is. calleci ~ 'Qn",J 
hcAicece of Iail C~wc4." . 

This legend of Hin.m the reader already uadersianda; a 
JIl9I'8 contemptible figure the masonic hero made thim . Sir 
Hudibru' squire Ralpho. . 

.. When n-uu.. whom he did BOt miDd, 
.. Ch¥PI him like ~htnina' behind;" 

Or, than the knight himself, when yielding to the victorious 
amazon, he cried : 

" The day'. thine own, 
"ThOll aDd tbylltal'llhave cut me· down ; 
"I &Ill DOt DOW in fortuDe'. pow'r, 
.. ·.For he that .. dO.D .... ~ DO IRer." 

My nader, you are Free Mason eDough to. UDdentaad 
all tJU. "The Iegend of Hiram is always the same' thing 
in Free Masoary; 18 Bacchus., Ammon, and.1aia, were thO' 
same God, worahipped under diWerent names. (They.were 
not.): All the mode of worshippiBg that· one God of free 
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Masonry, varied with -the name, 80 does she change the 
legend of Hiram to suit her different rituals; (~he, who, a 
few chapters back, admitted rio discord in all holy u,en
tiaU, now speaks of her different rituall;) and 88 the Levites 
choIe Hiram for the allegOrical being who represents the 
Grand.Arcll.iteet of Solomon's temple'~ so, in the choice of 
Free Muonry, the Lord of Glory is an allegorical beiDg, 
the builder of his church. 

It requires no stretch of fancy to find the bearing. of this 
JDaIOnic lesson. The legend of Hiram, with its usual ex
planatioa, is. no more 'interesting than a bare hook thrown 
into the water; but if it·win catch· the hopes of immortal 
soula, it IUI81IIDei quite a new· upeeL 

That doctrine which has ~ver been a stumbling block to . 
the selfrighteous, and an offence to the conceitedly W18e, 

may well be supposed to awaken the contempt of Free 
Masomy •. No doubt she regards the sacr:ifi~e of the Cf088 

with a feeling of inexpressible ridicule; the meekness of 
the Lamb that wa. slain, is in her estimate no better than 
the pasiJlinimity.of Hiram Abi1f: that is natural to the pha
risee.. It is not passing belief that she should mock at the 
blood which was shed for the remission of sins; that she 
should celebrate the agony of the Passion without sorrow, 
and -the ~crament of the supper without love; that she 
should present the grandmaste.r, Hiram.Abi1f, basely dying 
for the masonic word, as a leer upon him who died upon 
the crOss to save sinners. 

I do not say she does this; it has been far from me to 
suspect her of this; _ind~ a hint of it from any profane, 
would have sounded like the echo of distant scandal, or 
appeared like the insinuations of jealo~. But when her 
fonowers come before the public in a handsome volume, 
with indisputable evidence that they are initiated into her 
m)'ll~es, and declare ~hat Free Masonry does this, it would 
be blindneaas n~t to examine the matter; to inquire,at least, 
whether Free Masonry is capable of doing this·? And, 
though fi'om her previous character, my- reader, we must. 
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enter upon this investigation with dark forebodings to Free. 
Masonry, yet we will strive to conduct it without prejudice 
or partiality. Let justice decide. 

He)' favourite biographers in the English tongue, may be 
divided into two classes ; t~ose who make her spring up With 
time, or come from -the AI~ighty hand at the beginning; 
and those who- trace h!!r origin in the odious mysteries of 
the ancient heathen. Anderson, Preston, and Webb, are 
leaders of. the former cl~; and Lawrie, Greenleaf, and 
Cole, are of the latter. Hutchinson ought to be passpd by,. 
for he clearly supports both. 

Let us see if her origin forbid the imputl)tion upon her 
character made by Eqwit. Heaven is a place of truth; 
and' the established reputation of Free Masonry for fru.e
hood, compels us. to believe that, if she came from heaven 
to earth, it was because ahe was driven out, or had lost aU 
power to deceive there; and, therefore, she would be capa
ble of the profanity attributed to her by EBprit. If she 
sprung up in .the beginning, not coming from Maven; tAm 
she would be capable of the blasphemy which, her pupil, 
Eqwit, has laid at her door. And her origin, as given ei
ther way by the former class,' will not deliver her from a 
righteous condemnation. . 

If she came, with Lawrie and others, from the E1eusi~ 
nia, the Bacchanalia, and the degrading rites of heathen 
Rome and Greece, Britain and Gaul, then she may. well be 
thought capable of the deed. credited to her by her own 
son, Eqwit du Dogme. And she caDnot be rescued, by the 
purity of her origin, from the reproach' of mocking the King 
of Kings, in the interpretation of the legend of Hira~ 
We will see if her well established character forbids our be
lief of the charge; the known maxims of her life, and rule 
of her conduct. 

Her system of morality is founded upon temporal ezpe
dielu;y; which is no better foundation than that of the 
royal arch. Her own example is proo£ She is of the 
highest calt, and therefore a Brahmin in Asia; a great 
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Christin n in N cw-York. In' Turkey, she kneels Se\'en timcs 
a day, in obedience to the false,prophet; and in revolutio.n
ary France, kicks up her heels without decency, but with 
every demonstration of joy,' to tbe cry of " Free' Free! 
Free '. Free from every restraint of religipn,and of law; 
free to follow after reason." This is matter of history ; 
the records of the times show it beyond dispute., H~r faith
ful pupil, Esprit, declares it; and, 'perhaps, the Mason still 
refuSes to believe this is the Daughte, of night; ~ if one 
in the intoxication of her cups, could not be the .arne one 
who laboured patiently to jill them. 

Her system of morality has no dependence upon the law 
of the Eternal, and any independent system is, like Free 
Masonry, rottenness to the bones. To establish a rule of 
conforming religious princi:plel according tocircurnstances ; 
charging men, as Masonry says she formerly did,· to. wor
Ship in ' the mode of the people among whom they reside, 
is aschcme, worthy of the darkest complexion of FreeMa
sonry, and is proof enough, that if it were'her interest to 
scoW at the sacrifice of the cross, she is capable of the 
blasphemy attributed to herby Esprit. 

It only remains to. examine the point of interest. All 
who are guided in their views of interest by bare expe
diency, are in great danger of mistaking their interest; but 
views of expediency; founded on the law of God, and hav
ing reference to the day which is after death, are wen 
ftntrtilJ!d; no doubt, to the short sighted, they may some
times appear mistaken views, but all must acknowledge 
they have good foundation; they alone have good founda-

, tion. 
'But Free Masonry, it has been shown, governs herself by 

a view to bare expediency, independent of tbe immutable 
law of God; bowing bere, cringing there, and again, 
throwing her cap witb the madness of a demon, to, suit 
local circumstances; having no respect to consistency of 

'" Book of CollltitutiOn. of MlUlll&cbllHtta, p. 34. 
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character, and to the value of plain truth, but solely to her 
own ,advantage; (in the words of h~r Books of Constitu
tions,) "to her own profit and praile. " 

Such a moralist, who had contributed' an incalculable 
amount of labour to produce the scenes of r1l£ reign of 
terror, when the Scriptures of heavenly truth, and of glo
rious promise, were indignantly rejected befQre the multi
tude, denoQJlced by the national cQnvention, and burned in 
the public place 'by the common executioner, whiler~on 
mountedllle throne of moral, government, and received 
the homage of laws abolishing the Sabbath day, and the 
religious rite of marriage,'might be pardoned for thinking, 
in the fulnes~. of her joy, that interest req\1ired her to exhi. 
bit'more completely, the featurell of a fa~, which, darkly 
seen, drew multitudes of !ldmirers. It i8 the interest of 
vice, when her pupil has become familiar with one shade 
of her ch!ll'acter, to exhibit a darker.- , F~ Muonry 
is a perfect illustrpjon, of this truth, while.the fact is a per:
fectillustration of the character of Free Masonry. ADd it 
Will for her imeruI, in the progress of vice, to scoff III the 
name she had always despised. 

Again; Free Masonry has been proved to hav~ a co~ 
plexion suited to each of her followel'll ; religious, cORvivial, 
and faithless. It is ~othing strange if she has acted a part, 
and now II.ctS a part, in suitable places, to the satisfaction Q( 
iDfidtdil, as sbe hili done in New-York, to the great praise of 
her Christi~ character. No place is ,more suit(l.ble, thltD 
the seene of, .E6prit's labOurs; and, in view of the pretend
~d origil), the vain morality, and the plain in~rest of Free 
Masonry t the reader will conclude, that Esprit spoke tJQth 
in testifyiQg to what he considers the "useful, lofty, and 
divine" object of Fn;e Masonry, representing ImlPaulJeI 
under the alIegory.of 'Hiram . 

.. Vice ill 'a mClDllter of 10 mghtful mein 

.. As to be hated, needa but to be seen ; 

.. Yet _ too oft. familiar with-her face, 

.. We first endure, then pity, then embrace." 
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CHAPTER XLI . 

• 1 When frowning death appean, 
.i And jJoiliJa Iris fatal dart • 
.. What dark fOleboding feara 
" Diat.ract the llinner'. heart! 

.. The dreadful blow 

.. No arm can stay • 

.. But torn away 
.. He IIinka to wo."-Lee. 

ESPRIT d .. Dogme de . «[Francke Mafoitnerie teaches, 
that Free Masonry, in many of her rites and degrees, calls 
to remembrance what she cannot n~me without great im
piety, and that, in the legend of Hiram, she dares to pre
sent the allegory of man's salvation. We have seen that 
her character does not enable Free Masons to contradict' 
their own brother, and 'to say, "Esprit has published- a 
seandal upon the sacred order, more hideous than is set 
forth in the calumniating pages of a Barruel or a Robi
son." We have seen, that her fabled origin, whether hea
venly or Bacchanalian, that her morality and her manners, 
alike contribute to confirm the' truth of 'Esprit'. avowal. 
There are some other circumstances which go to the same 
point. 

'We have seen, in the notice of the royal arch emblemS, 
that our lady makeS bold' with the tabernacle, and its con
secrated utensils, with the burning bush, the heavenly 
manna, the tables.of the covenant, &c.; that she sets them 
out in dumb show as a part of her paraphernalia. We 
said, without presUming to know how she used them, that 
they were not honestly in her keeping; and, use them as 
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!3he might, it could be no better than sacrilege. Now, 
whence should we expect aid ~ support of our assertion, 
sooner than from the Christian Mason 1 Who would -more 
readily contribute to preserve the hallowed 'Vessels of the 
church, than brethren of the church 1 Ah I they did· not 
believe it \ivhen it was· told to them, and perhaps their very 
reverence for these things· has been, no doubt it has been, 
one of the chief folds of the bandage to blind them. 
_ I do not now presume to know-the use our brethren make 

of the emblems of the royal arch degree; but surely they 
do not mean to use· them sacrilegiously; they do not use 
them as we shall see Free Masonry uses them. They are 
Christians; -she is a heathen, or what you please; and yet 
we would call her by some amiable name here, for the 
kindness of discovering to us the use to which she can put 
the holy things of the ancient church~ 

As a porch to the masonic tabernacle, she ever has much 
to say about the Free Mason who built iL You shall find 
it 80 in the CAart, Monitor" Library, &c. It was MOses 
upon Mount Sinai, that received the masonic word from 
the mouth of the Most High, and handed it down to poste
rity; and various passages of the Pentateuch are read in 
the ceremonies of the royal arch chapters, clllculated and 
intended to impress the reader or· hearer with the belief, 
that they have some indefinite relation to the mysteries of 
Free Masonry. . 

I frankly confess that, some time having been confident 
they had no honest connexion with the modern invention, 
I have not suffered a suspicion to arise of their nefarious 
conne~ion. They have seemed to stand among the rega
lia and insignia of the lodge, rather to ennoble base Ma
sonry, than for any malicious purpose of degrading them; 
and probably that is yet the right interpretation of these 
emblems in the chapters of North America; but our lady 
is a mistress,knows how to tr.!lin up children, has a large 
school of dull scholars, we may charitably hope; and though 
Americans may not learn so fast in this degenerating c1i. 
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mate,· 8S the more favoured inhabitants of central and 
southern Europe, the very least progress in the science 
which follows, is greatly to be deprecated. 

" It is said that Moses wrote different books of the Bible : 
GeneN, Ezothu, Levitictu, and N~. These books 
have a great resemblance to the le8llODs of the Egyptian 
priests :-nevertheless, it appears, that buidu tAe- Egyp
tian books,MOses had the Phenician Ai8tory oJ the crea· 
tima, by Sanchoniathon, who lived before Moses, 937 years," 
ad ann,.. (Esprit du Dope, p. 27.) 

This is another specimen of Masonic traditiOn. She 
knows Sanchoniathon 's'history, and where Moses found 
the materials for the PENTAteuch: fiy, she knows much 
more than her diffidence permits her to discover: yet ahe 
would seem not to know, that Moses wrote Deuterono
my; and, that, my reader, was no oversight iIi her,--enu
merating four books, to leave the fifth:, no; she under
stands very well that Penta means Jive, and that she has 
enumerated but four; and she did it of mere wantonness, 
to insinuate a falsehood, preparatory' to the positive un
truth following it; that Moses gathered his writings from 
Egyptian priests. ' 

Our American Free Masonry is not by many degrees so 
far advanced as this; but perseverance will accomplish 
wonders. 

" Moses, having learned the institutes of the Egyptian 
priests, gave to the Jews, for th~ foundation of their reli
gion and creed, the worship of the one only God, of the 
great Jehovah." (Idem. p. 30.) . 

Now FreeMasonry cares not for the name she affects to 
be fearful of sacrilege in pronouncing. She ~8 pro
nounce it, with falsehood on her lips. She has ever denied 
divine revelation, by setting at nougbt the name of lesus; 
and here she is emboldened, aiming at Atheism. She 
adores the God of the holy scriptures, and still denies those 
scriptures; she is a fast friend of the Unity, and still puts 

'" Vide Bu1fon. 
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contempt upon the doctrine, drawing it nom the polluted 
idolators of Egypt;' she magnifies Jehovah, and yet reviles 
his servant Moses, and the Prophets, and the only begotten 
Son of God. ' 

These are fearful thingIJ, being true. All the evidence of 
their truth it is not pOSsible to lay ~fore the rea~er, as it 
lies before me; but enough is here, perhaps too- much, and 
it goes to prove what has been little IhlSpected ; viz. that 
the grqnd secret of Free Masonry is Atheism. 

Now we will have her explanation of the tabernacle with its 
contents, as used in her workshop; by no means the maxi
mum of her impiety, and chiefly interesting to show what 
she can have to do with 'the golden candlestick, and Aaron's 
rod that budded. ' 

Esprit du Dogme, i. e. Spirit of the Doctrine, de la 
Francke Ma~.·. of Free Masonry, p. 39, says: "Moses, in 
his mysteries, and Solomon after him, adopted a great part 
of the Egyptian emblems, which from them we havfl pre
served in our mysteries. 'Let us see what they teach us~ , 

" The brazen sea, among the Egyptians, was used for the 
purification of candidates with water; it was an emblem 
of the year, suppor~ed by twelve bullocks, which represent
ed the twelve months, of whi~h three looked east, three 
south, three west, and three north; making allusion to the 
four seasons • 

.. Moses 'adopted this emblem; and in Exodus, 38. 8. 
'we see that the women of the tribe of Levi, who passed 
the night watching at the door of the tabernacle. presented 
to' Moses their mirrors, which were of brass or silver, to 
make the brazen sea. Hence the lodges of Adoption." 

_ It is instructive to see how certainly the doctrines of de
vils lead to infernal practices. Lodges of Adoption are 
the only remaining form of Free .Masonry yet to, be intro
duced into this country: they are well known on the conti
nentof Europe, Female Lodges; not own children of Ma-
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~onry, but Q(lopted.children; as speculative Free Masons 
are accepted Masons: (vide p. 133.) and women become 
Adopted Masons, 'as merchants, lawyers, tailors, become 
Accepted Masons, all of both sexes being entitled, Free. 
, And our mOdest author would charge the Jewish women 

with tQat which few of hil readers could have a Bible at 
their side to'CQDtr.adict; appe~ing to Exodus xxxviii. 8. for 
the origin oOodges of Adoption. The verse reads, " And 
he made the IRver of brass, and the foot of it of brass, of 
th~ looking glasses {braZen mirrors] of the women assem
bling, which assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. '~ 

" THE C.4.NDLESTIC;K 

"Hath seven branches and seven lights, symbols of the 
seven sciences, to which the priests ought to apply them
selves, like the priests of Memphis and of Thebes, to wit: 
grammar, r¥toric, logic" arithmetic, geometry, music, and 
astronomy." We must infer from this, that the Btudies of 
the felJow craft's degree are reviewed in the chapters ; which 
is a match for the allegory of a scene which never occur
red, as faithfully represented by Free Masonry, in the tra
dition of Hiram Abi1f. 

"THE TABt.E OF SHEW BREAD 

" Was. intended to show the necessity of Ul}ion among 
the priests: this allegory instructs us, as it did the Levites." 
But concluding th~ command to Moses how to construct 
the table, (Ex. xxv. 3O.) the Lord said, ".Aml',hou Bluilt Bet 
upon tke table B1aew bread before me lIlway." Reason is 
certain that it· is not her part, faitblessly to inquire why it 
pleased the Lord to have Iil table of shew bread in the cere
monial of his ancient church; but only to inquire into the 
fact: did it ,please? And finding God's own word in sup
port of the fact, while only her own blindness is counter to 
it, she is reason no longer! but a fool, to doubt it, to despise 
it, to degrade it among plumb-lines and trowels, in the 
mystical ceremonies of a nocturnal society. 
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"THE ALTAR 01' IlfCENSE'fF 

" Showed the Hebrews, as it· docs 01, that our vows ought 
always to be addressed to the S.·. A.·. D.·. L.·: U.~. and that 
they ought always to be pure, and above human passions. 
The remains of ancient altars that we have seen in the mu
seums, are in the form of a square, or a triangle, or a circle, 
having reference under these forms, to the three truths 
taught, Or to the four elements, or to the Deity: they were ' 
aU excavated in the upper surface to contain the fire." 

Thus artfully does this professed Spirit of the Doctrine of 
Free Masonry mingle truth with falsehood; making the 
form of the altars true, even to the excavation for the fire ; 
while the doctrine infened is false, 'that this form had refe
rence to certain unknown truths, and to the four elements;· 
when the altar must of itself indicate a God, she would 
have it indicate the elements, that her pupils may become 
naturalists. Who she intends by S.·. A.·. D.". L.·. V.·. I 
know not; ·itis a figure new to- me, frequently Used by' • 
Esprit; and may be, until· more perfectly explained, sup-
posed to mean, "the Being or Beings, of whom each heart 
is full ;" i. e. no God-AtAeima. 

" Uncharitable I" 
Not at all, my friend. If the God of Free Masonr" to 

whom our" vows ought always to be addressed," have no 
more name than Free Masonry gives him, S.·. A.·. D.·. L.·. 
U ••• , he is without a name; and she is virtually teaching her 
children to address an ideal God. Untilldte gives him a 
name, it is no want of charity towards her to suppose him 
a mere fancy, and having DO real existence. 

A secret vastly prized, and deeply covered with mystery; 
a secret lauded to the skies, able to make one wise, bringing 
" alle comfortes to the wylde and, comfortlesse ;''1 which 

• Our author giVei plates of all ru. emblems. 
t Book or CoDa. p. 16. Preetoa, 11. 3. B. 1. F. M. Library, p. 9. Ca1o

cott, HutchinBon, Greenleaf, p. 86. 

33 
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resolutely conceals itself; 1IJ0ckmg the patient Master Ma
JOn with a substitute, and lying still beyond the ninth 
arch, before it- is UDveiled to perfec,ion; and, as if afraid 
to uust itself even therc, at perfe~tion, mounting away 
&om the pursuer to the height of unknown degrees, is, my 
reader, no ordinary .ecret; but this is·Free Masonry. 

" And wJlat does it pretend to be 1"-Even the true name 
of the only true God. Such conduct, and such a claim I 

Now, brother Jew, lend Die attention; for you are inte
rested in this part of the argument; and so,alllo,.are Ma
hometaos and Deists, without being invited .. 

Let Free Masonry's claim be allowed; to teach tire right 
pr~r.mciatioa of the true name of tke onl~ true God. 

Hea: ",asler. are put oft" with a: substitute for it; her f1W8t 

ezcellent masters (siIth degree) have it not yet; her per
feet m~tel8 (fifteenth degree) have it not perfect yet; her 
grand pontiff' (twenty-ninth degree) must still make their sa
-crifices without knowing precisely to whom; the" prince of 
the royal secret, prince of MQSons," covering degrees 
forty, forty-one, forty-two, has a sovereign inspector general 
.above, and cannot yet see, eye to eye, the great secret of 
Free Masonry. 

I. it not to be inferred, that the God of Free Masonry 
has no name; and that, in setting her pupil on a chace in 
pursuit of it to' p«fection, and far beyond, she is practically 
t~ehing tum so 1 Profcssing to make manifest the true God, 
does she not, by a devious path, arid an endless renewal of 
disappointment, effectually impress upon the panting bosom 
of her deluded pupil, there is no God 1 Say,broth~Jew, (for 
I waive here all Free M~nry's contempt of the Messiah,) 
when, wilh a blinder over hu, eyu, atul a cable tow about hi, 
Reck, she leads her pupil into the realms o( darkness, in 
purlUit of light, and into the regions of night in pursuit of 
the true name of God, leading him about and about, until 
he is giddy, d(>wn deep arches, and up high degrees; if the 

. humbled, degraded, and confl)unded soul shouJd stumble 
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and faU into the abyss of Atheism, would she, hold fast the 
cable tow, brother Jew, or loose it from her hand? What 
think you, would she .gently draw him out, remove the~
age from his eyes, tenderly condole with him for the tre
mendous hazard he had run, and advise him .to retUl'Jl 
home, and to pursue his inquiries after the true God, anel 
the way to happiness, in the midst of his family, morning 
and evening, with the Bible in his hand, at the feet of Im
manuel? Or would she send after him a pe&1 of cursee, to 
make the horrible abyss ri~ and, if it might be posaible, 
to sink him two-fold deeper in wo I . 

Those who believe in a protecting Providence,. need not 
fear to believe in the reality 'Of evil angels; those who do 
not.believe in a protecting Providence, have efery thing to 
fear; and, if there exists in Christian lands a single speci
men of the handy work of God's adversary, and mao'r, 
Free Masonry has high claims to be that one. 

The reader who meets this conclusion, without arriving 
at it' through the argument, may think it uncharitable; if 
so. this cdlhmon sense wiD meet him: the mends of a doc
trine which studiously conceals itself, only showing its fea
tures more boldly, as people become more hardened to 
them, have no right to complain, and cry, charity,charity, 
upon honest efforts to hasten the monstrous birth, and fuDy 
to learn its character, before the time for easily strangling 
it has elapse,d. 

'. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

" ThIlD BhaIl the Lord go forth, and fight against thOll8 natioDll, as wheD 
be fought in the day of battle; . and the Lord BhaIl be King over all the 
-.rth; in that day IhaIl there be ODe Lord., and his II&DIII one." 

Zet1urilla, ch. ziv. 

IT is not to be demanded of one ILttempting to fenet out 
a treasonable conspiracy, that he should be perfect in judg
ment; he must ~ upOn persons whose guilt is quite 
doubtful even in his own poor judgment, and hold them 
prisoners for the examination of the court and jury. This 
is his duty; and no man who ~ unwilling to run a BDlall 
risk of being suspected as aeeessary to the crime,-JlDd as a 
pm:ty to the treason, will dare to reprove him for want of 
charity in the honest discharge of that duty. 

The writer may sometimes build an arpment on small 
premises, may attach undue importance to minor truths, 
may draw conclusions little satisfactory to the deepe, pene
tration of some, and may extend his inferences beyond the 
easy apprehension of others. Upon all these, and similar 
points, he is ready to plead to the reader's compassion and 
better judgmenL But let not the gloriotu doctrine UlhicA 
concealI iuelf, profane tAe 1UDIt6 of clIoritg, tpon a re.olute 
attempt to di8cOlJer it. bearing. and tendency; that were in
suft"erable. 

Eqrit du Dope, p. 41.-" THE POT OJ' JNCENSE. 

4' This reminds us, as it did the Levites, of the fire of vir
tue which ought to inflame the heart with a masonic zeal. 
The censor used by the ancients was in the form of a per-
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fuming pan, with R perforated lid, whence came the smoke 
of the incense. The Greeks called it thymiaterion, and 
the ancient and modern Romans, thuribulum." He' exhi
bits learning to grace his masonic zeal. 

""THE caUISE OF GOLD, OR POT OF M.4.NNA. (p.41.) 
" Moses placed this in the tabernacle to instruct the 

priests, that in the proper exercise of their ministry, they 
ought to feed on the spiritual manna shut up in the sciences, 
which they were explicitly charged to study." 

Our expositor quotes neither the priests of the god onion, 
nor masonic tradition, in support of this assertion; it must 
rest entirely on his better authority, called by. thel Greeks 
anaisquintia, 'IF by the ancient Romans impudentia, land, (by 
the help of a' dictionary~) impudence, in the vernacular. 

" THE MITRE WITH THE INDENTED TOP. (p.41.) 
" The ornament of the priests of Isis and Osiris, was also 

adopted by the magi, or priests of Mytra in Persia, and by 
the priests of 1upiter at Athens, and at Rome. It after
wards served for the head dress of the Roman females, 
who sold their favours at the foot of the temple of Fortune, 
to the parties qf Cicero and Cataline. This same mitre, 
in time, was adopted by the Christian pontiffs at Rome, 
and by those of Mahomet, and by the ancient and modern 
templars. This mitre lUJJl a plate of gold covering the 
front, toith these toorth: ' Holiness to the Lord.'" 

This is more ~an a match. To meet the crocQ«iiles of 
Egypt, the Persian magi, the priests of 1upiter, Cataline, 
Mahomet, and the knights templars, arrayed in support of 
Masonry's claim to the mitre, is an overmatch for common 
learning. But one thing "the art of demonstrating divine 
and moral truth by geometrical solutions" enables me to 
do; which the reader shall see. . 
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To make out the Spirit of Muonry, two Masons being 
given, in the manner of making a right-angled triangle, 
two legs being given. 

Suppose the feg M. J., Mahomet the Impostor, and the 
leg J. T., Judas the Traitor. 

T 

/1 
./ I 
M J 

From J. erect a nocturnal and secret society to T., the 
Traitor; draw the line M. T., the MISer Traitor; and we 
have the se1Ji8h spirit of the MtUcmic impoBhlre. Quod erat 
inveniend~m. 

To those who are unacquainted with the' higher branches 
of Mathematics, this demonstration may appear somewhat 
obscure'; but its geometrical accuraey will stand the test of 
any professor, at least on this side of the Atlantic. 

This is an extraordinary science, and the readet will find 
it amusing; the kaleidescope not furnishing more un
expected variety, than MascmicB, or moral geometry, fur
nishet to the mental eye; one tum of the instrument throw
ing out, "Herod, a most excellent grand master;" and the 
next, perhaps, .~ Cataline, Sovereign Inspector General."* 

'" The author givee uotiee. that measures are taken to secure his right to 
th. applieation of geometrical solutions to· tho demonstration of mo
ral tru\h, and until the patent • l18aled. it l18emed good to giVe only a 8pe

cimen of MasoniCl, showing the value at the ecienC8; otherwiae·he could 
have interellted the reader with di1Iicult moral questioDl. euily solved in 
Trigouometry. by the rule of proportion. or by natural sines, when the 
n8Ctlllllary sides and auglee are given, 
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"THE JlOOK OF THE TRUE LIGHT. 

"(The law and the prophets.) Upon this book we see a 
lamb resting, which holds, with one foot advanced, a flag of 
triumph, [but on turning to the plate, the figure represents 
a lifeless mutton,] the Stekenna, that the Coptie priests re
garded as the symbol of the resurrection--" 

And here I pause, f\~iu .... ~r of the Lamb, inquiring whe
ther to give circulation to the words of tbis blasphemy. 
The same emblem, a book with a lifeless lamb. upon it, is 
given in .' .. ' .. '. . " among the emblems of 
.' .• '. degree. No doubt it is capable of some 
inoff~iv~ explanation, which is common to the Chapters 
of this country: . yet it IDay do them service to see what 
can be exhibited by speechless symbols, which God has not 
ordained to teach mornl or religious truth, in the mysteries 
of a nocturnal society. . 

The Spartans, by intoxicnting their miserable slaves, and 
placing the disgusting creatures before the youth, taught 
them to abhor intemperance and excess. Esprit is intoxi
cated witb bate against" the Lamb of God tllat take. f1WfJy 
the Bin of the world;" (John, i. 29.) against '.' the Lamb Blain 
from the foundation of the world." (Rev. xiii. 8.) Truly 
it was prophesied of the ever blessed Lord, "they hated 
me witbout n cause." (John, xv. 25.) 

And are men taught by Free :Masonry to despise
.. Not in this country: no,no." 
But are men taught by Free :Masonry any where ;-for 

if she can ~e brought to dQ it in Europe, she is not made of 
so stubborn stuff that she migbt not be persuaded to do it 
even in America ;-are they taught, that" the CorJtic prielts 
regarded tAis emblem, as a symbol of the resurrection, 
or regeneration of tl,e Sun, by his victory over the cold, 
wAicl, he obtains in the sign of tl,e Ram," i. e. the month 0 f 
March 1 So says the" Spirit of the Doctrine of Free Ma
sonry." (p. 42.) 

• TheeditioDS of 1816 and 1819 are not within reach; and that of 18!6. 
to the 'edit of American Free 1\IallOn'1' omits thi' emblem. 
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Hear this emblem explained to the end, and remember, 
that one who had seen the L~rd and heard his voice, said, 
" if any man love n~t the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
anathema, maran-atha;" (1 Cor. xvi. 22.) i. e. accursed in 
the day of judgment. " 

"This book could be read among the Jews only by the 
priests, because of the allegories, mysteries, and symbols it 
contains, the knowledge of which could only be obtained 
by the study of the seven. sciences, figured by the ,even 
,eal" which confined them; and, in particular, by astrono
my, represented by the triumphant [lifeless] lamb, whi~h 
the book supported. These seven seals, in some rites of 
Masonry, have reference to the seven sacraments of Rome; 
as alSo the book of the true light has to the AMCalypse, 
which is adorned with a triumphant lamb and" seven seals." 
-(Esprit du Dogme, Spirit of the Doctrine of Free Ma-
sonry, p. 43.) -

" This is unqualified wickedness; Free Masonry is a mo
ral institution. keeps the Bible open in the lodge, and sup
plicates the Deity for the increase of charity; she does not 
sanction the impiety of Esprit. " 

Let the doubter bear in mind, that in presenting these 
high claims of Free Masonry to rank as the very taberna
cle of the tempter upon earth, I arraign her at the public 
bar, and present the accounts of her misdemeanor and in
fernal practice for her conviction, if guilty. and for her en
tireacquitta.l if not guilty: the public have the decision in 
their own hands, and the innocent need not tremble. As 
counsel for the commonwealth, I have a right, without 
cause of reproach, and it is my duty, at the hazard of be
ing c~nsidered negligent, .to vary the counts of indictment 
in such manner, that the prisoner, if guilty. shall not escape 
by fault of the pleadings. That she is not unnecessarily ha
rassed with charges; that she is not maliciously indicted 

. without evidence, the witnesses already called are suffi
cient to testify. But most important ones remain to be in
trorlucerl. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

.. He that believeth OD the SoD of God hath the wil.nellll in billlHlf; be 
'dIat be1ieYeth Dot God, bat .. made bim a liar, becallllB be be1iev'!th not the 
r_nl tltat God rava of Ilia 8cmo"-l Jo1u&. Yo 10-

w. haye been furnished by the grand chapter with a 
specimen of Free Masonry's retUoning in support of a doc
trine posseuing some part of tile mighty influence it ought 
to poseeas over those who cordially receive it, viz. the mode 
of divine existence expressed by the term Trinity; the 
reader lIIay find instruction in observing how sbe can 
also attack that doctrine, and in assisting, punish her 
foUy. 

She is giving a store of traditional knowledge, all as true 
as Free Masonry, with 'respect to' the foreign trade of.. the 
jews in India and Persia, Greece and Arabia, where they 
carried their mysteries and their dogmas, receiving in tum 
many opinions before unknown in Judea, "whence BJW1I'IK," 
she says, "tAe ,ee', of tke Sadducee" t/le Herotliam, the 
letrne4 PIulrVeu, twl the virtuoru EueneBo" 

" Under these circumstances, the worship of the great 
Jehovah, with its mysteries and aUegories, was nigh being 
destroyed, and even forgotten, by the introduction of DeW 

ayste~'and in partieuIar by that of the Trinitarian_, which 
was introduced frolJl Persia. In that country the yges 
adopt the belief of ODe God, with two elements, ZigJa and 
_Ina,," , 

"To strengthen these false principles brought by the 
Jews from Penia, there came. from Greece the allegories 
and reveries of Plato, by the aid of which that philosopher 

34 
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bad figured his opinions, and which had a great analogy to 
the Persian innovators' doctrine of the' Trinity. Plato 
supposed three personalities, or forms of the divinity. The 
first constituted the Supreme, the second the LogOlJ, or 
Word, begotten by the tust God, the third, the Spirit, or 
soul of the world." . 

"The Trinitarians increased in Judea, and afterward 
added to. this new dogma the sound doctrine of Jesus 
Christ, which was the enemy of every religious dispute."
(Esprit du Dognte de la F. MafOR7terip, pp. 85,86.) 

She exhibits several pages of her traditionary lore upon 
this 'subject, without making the slightest inference from 
any part: "Critic. assure us," she says, "that Jesus never 
spoke of the doctrine of the Trinity." She would seem 
to hide her own modest opinion, and, with a bewitching 
timidity, considering the stores of her learning, she only 
repeats what. the critics say. It is to her usual credit, that 
the name she banishes from her devotions, is here quo~ 
~er the authority of the critics, for her own purpoaes, to 
vilify the holy name unto which we are baptized, and 88.

credly dedicated. 
Whether supporting the doctrine by the aid of the grand 

chapter, and the argument of the three pillan, and of the 
three lights of a lodge, or opposing it by the pretence of its 
Persian original, with some Grecian refinement, her ob· 
ject iIJ always the same-to heap up contempt agaiDst the 
Majesty of heaven; and although the differeJi~ in the mo
tives of her instruments is immense, it is difficult to tell 
which. se"es her best, the profound argument of the pil
lars, or the a,ffectedly modest insinuations of Esprit. 

These are considerations of awld import"not suggested 
by enemies of Masonry, but t>y her pupils and friends. 
Messrs. Barruel and Robison, whose honourable names 
have for thirty years been the standing butt of reproach 
and seandal to eke out a masonic oration, never charged 
Free Masonry with greater impiety than is clainted for aer 
by Eaprit. We have seen. thRt her origin. and her morals. 
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and her manners, fotbid not his claims, but rather cmneent 
to them. 'In continuing to show her blasphemies. let the 
doubter bearin mind, that in copying them here, I only u· 
sent to her claim. 

" The Egyptian priests neve,. believed in the realilg 'oJ 
tlte t.J81a1.ination of Osiril, nor tlUlt a calf ~ an onion 
cortld be Goth; tl£BY never believed i" the reality 'Of demu, 
and of angela, nor in a God who was born, and died, . and 
rosea,-ain."-(Esprit.du Dogme, p.32.) , . 

It is worthy of the reader's notice, that Hutchidson, 
with the sahotion of the Grand Lodge of England, Smith, 
Lawrie, the learned historian of Free Masonry, and many 
others, reptesent' Egypt and her priests as largely connect
ed 'with Masonry and Esprit, giving the masonic tradition 
of what tlie Egyptian priests did, and did not believe, is 
within the record, Do brother can call him to order • 
. (P. 75.) E.~prit informs us that the legend of Hiram and 

hig IIBIIISslml is a Jewish BUb,limte for the Egyptian ~pre
s,entation of the murder of Osiru; and again, (p. 77.) that 
the legend of Hiram is an allegory of the ,Saviour; so that 
the representation of the death of Hiram is a middle link, 
connecting the death of the Cross to the death of Osiris. 
Now we &ee the use of knowing what the Coptic priests be
lietJed tDithrel]J6Cl '0 the death of Osiris ; and how artfully 
our lady min1lates a falsehood', that openly asserted would 
fail of allimpr~ion, from the notorious character of the as
sertet'. ., The Egyptian priests never believed in the reality 
of the 888&SIrination of Osiris;" and the legend of Hiram be
ing an allegory of the death of the cross, and, previously, 
the sUegory ot the death of' Osiris, which is the allegory of 
(I f"~1&ood, the death of the eross becomes no better to 
Free MISQIlty, than the antient Masons' WORD, "which," 
says the Sovereign Inspector General, " is not a word, but 
a mere jumble of sounds without meaning." 

" Neithdr did the Egyptian pri~ts believe, that a caJ( or 
an onion collld be gods;" she willpawn her word (01' it.
When they bowed down before theJn in wOlBhip, invoking 
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their m~rcy and aid, and offering COIdy sacrifices, it is plaUt 
they did believe in the divinit)' of the calf and of the oBion, 
or in some' Free MaBonry. ' 

" They nev~ believed in the reality of deotU 0IIIl of a
gel.. " Next to the denial of the God of revelation, it is 
important to the devil to penuade men of ~s own nOD-en. 
tity: no devil, no hell, no wicked. This, is a d(}Ctrioe moet 
fearful, all will allow, in the' masonic coooeJ[ion: neit1ter 
did t1&cy believe in tke, reality of angeiB; no angel, no 
heaven, no God I As men may learn wisdom by obeerving 
the fools, and doing just the contrary way; 'so they may 
learn from the doctrines of Free Masonry, what to shun 
and what to ~old fast. If.he make meD perfect U1iI1unlt 
tluJ help of fear and hope,' then our heaveu1y guides 
will more confidently ply both fear and hope, in the work of 
Christi~ perfection., ' 

" Neither did "'ey believe in Q- God who ID(U born, and 
tlie4, and rOle again;" saying distinctly in French, what i. 
only shadowed forth in the English, books of cOnstitutiODl; 
confessing with the lips, in Europe, the infidel peed which 
is, the rule of her conduct in America. ' 
, Men who reject the dectrioe of the incarnation, the be

)jef in the reality of devils and of angels, and who strive to 
become perfect without the help of fear or hope, are surely 
they. ,!ho, in making the world, would have made the stur
dy' oak bear the pumpkin, ~hile the aeom should have 
hung on the feeble vine; and would have secured to them
selves, perhaps, four legs, with a broken head for the falling 
fruit. 
, Free Masonry pretends to any thing. good or bad; and 
is believed to be only Deism. ,But she has great claims to 
'be considered, as having taken the Dext step: it is a won
der., if she stops short of Atheism. She preteodsto be a 
great friend to the .Deity, to tke Unity, and to the God of 
the patriarchs; that is certain. She mocks at the ,patri
archs, the servants of God; at the revelation, which in 'the 
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midst of a world sunk in idolatry, singly.sustained the doc· 
trine of the Unity. against every foe ; and her priests do not 
believe in the God who was bom~ and died, and rose ag8.in ; 
that is eertaUl; although the demls believe and tremble . 
. "But,this is not American Free Masonry." 

Can the objector"be sure of that 1 Free Masonry is a 
secret: does he know that secret 1 Men climb to a giddy 
height, and yet the thing is beyond them.-Suppose it is 
not American,; yet it is Free Masonry; and the day our 
lodp are sufficiently trained, to receive the odious impiety 
which has gone over France like a flood, that day will make 
this inJitlelity, American FreeMasonry. It is right to know 
what fruit she bas produced in other countries, whether of 
doctrine or example, that we may form some reasonable 
expectation of the harvest to be reaped' from her unprece. 
dented expansion (I will not say growt"') in this country. 

And what is the harvest we are to expect from her in· 
structions in the two thousand lodges ofc this country, being 
once made acquainted with her falsehood, her doctrine of 
temporal expediency, her acknowledged Deism, her per. 
footing men without the aid of fear or hope f In other 
countries she has trifled with the holiest rites of religion; 
has burlesqued its sublimest mysteries; has d~pised the 
blood which was shed for the remission of sins; and it is in 
the character of this people, and not in the cftaracter of 
Free Masonry, that the same things remain' to be done 
here. 

n The Word that was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we behold his glory," says the apostle;- "the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Fatlrer, full of grace and truth,") 
is uniformly rejected by the Books of Constitutions of our 
loilgu. Let none attempt to evade this charge, by calling 
up to mind the doctrines of the higher degrees. . 1 do Dot 
undertake to say whal is taught in them, but within the two 

* .John, I. 14. 
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thousand lodges of Master Mallons in these States, in all the 
lodges of Master, Mason. in the world, t~ Boob of Oora
ltituti01U reject "Christ, the power of God, and the ~om 
of Goo!'· ' 

"The foolishneBl of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is sironger than men."t But Free Ma
sonry, which is less than man, puts forth her Coptic p .. i;; .. ts 
t~ instruct pupils not to believe in a God tAat fDaB "(If7I~ 
presuming to' be wiser than the llpostJes of Immanuel, thUt 
the teachings of the Holy Spirit. "When the fuln~ of 
the time was come, God sent, forth his Son, madeof a wo
man ;"t and .. the sign" eight centuries before, promised 
of God through Isaiah: " Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a 80n, and call his name Immanuel,"§ was mani
fested in the coming of " God with us ;"11 whose name was 
called Jesu8,because ,he should save his people from their 
sins.'IT 

" Not to bel~e in a Bod ,Iud died." Notwithstand· 
ing, the inspiration of the Almighty speaks ,in this ~, 
" Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many," hav
ing appeared in the end of the world, " to put away sin b)" 
the sacrifi<:e of himself;"u the Lord himself, in glorious 
vision, declaring to.his disciple, that had fallen at his feet 
as «;)ne bereft of life: "Fear not; I am tM,first and Me 
laBt: 1 am he t1&at livelli, tmd fDQ8 dead, and am alive for 
evermore. "tt 

And by his death, " Christ is the end of the law (or 
rjghteousness to every one that belieteth ;"tt He who waR 
glorified with the Father before the world was ;~§ "Who is 
the imap of the invisible God, the first born of every crea
ture; (for by H~ were all things created, that are in Ilea· 

* 1 Cor. i. !-i. 
t Idem, i. !S. 
t Gal. iv.'. 
? Iniah, vii. 14. 

'Ik' 

II MaL i.!a. 
f MaL i.ll. 
""" Deb. ix. !M. fII. 

tt Rev. i. 17 and 18. 
ft Rom. x., 4-
~~ John, xvii. 5. 
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ven, and that are ill earth, visibte and invisible, whether 
they be thronee, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; 
'aU thio88 were ereated by him, and, for him, and he is be
fore aU ,things, and by bim aU ,things consiIIt ;"-) even 
'" Christ hath redeemed us from the cune of the law, being 
ma.de a curie for us ;''t He it is •• in whom we have re
demption through his blood, even the' forgivenesl of sins,t 
He it is by whose agony and death on the crnes, ", mercy 
and truth are met together; righteoWlDess and peace have 
"ki8lled each oth~r."§ 

This is a ,true mystery; in ltiew of it we ~ay all prOs
traie ourselves before lljm who has «iven us reason, and its 
first di~tate, confession t~ God that. we are blind and sin-
ful. ' ) 

Blind because sinful; and, if reason be in her right mind, 
her requirement is, that we submit our will, our all, to Him 
who gave us reason, and who sees the end from the begin
ning; knows how to make wrath praise him, and who 
cAoo,u the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wile; yea, and chooses '" thing, ,IIat ore not, to briJtg ttl 
"ought the tllings that are." 

.. To whom no high, no low, no great, DO lIDall ; 

.. Who filJ8, w bo booncia, coJinecta, and IOY8I1I8 ,all." 

Does the eneDiy of all truth enlist Free Masonry into the 
war with sound doctrine 1 Make her pretended mysteries 
real WJcMr, of infidelity? Introduce her chums to antiqui
ty for the purpose of contradicting the inspiration and di
vine origin of the holy scriptures 1 And through her absurd 
traditions of the priests of calves and leeks, her prop/tets, 

i cleny the God who died and rose again 1 
This oonduct puts me in possession of o:n argument for 

'" Col. i. 15. 16. 17. t Col. i. 14. 
t Gal. iii. 13, ~ Pnlmp.11I:xn.19. 
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the truth, which it were wrong io overlook. The 8C8DClal 
of some is highest praise; and the secret assault of the ad
versary once f~ly detected, proves to a certaiAty where lie 
the foundations of truth and of holiness. Having the pre
mises, to wit, the existence of a spiritual foe, and this con
duct of Free Masonry I the conclusion is irresistible, that 
the point laboriously attempted to 00 undermined, is of 
high imporL 

And for the accommodation of. some, we will in the ~
gument, refuse with them and with the Egyptian priesta of 
Esprit, to believe in ,/w! reality of, evil angela: we· will only 
believe there are very bad men, aiming, like Esprit, by 
falsehood, insinuated and asserted, to corrupt both male and 
female; to break down the barriers of divine revelation for 
the enjoyment of the sweet liberty of umanctified re8.sqn : 
the determined assaults of such men, certainly indicate the 
citadel of holiness and of truth. In aU unholy w~ there 
are feints; but a resolute auack, or a secret mine, are only 
made where a principal battery,-or a commanding angle of 
the fort, may be the reward of the victors. The argumeDt 
is irresistible. 

"Not too fast: may they Dot attack weak points; at
tempt to enter through a self made breach 1" 

The weak points of religious faith, my friend, are no 
points at all: the enemy will Dever be careful about them. 
Self made breaches, to some extent, DO doubt there are. 

But if this be ~ne, that Immanuel, God. with us, died ad 
rOBe again, it can never be filled up; the builder of the for
tress made it so, and we have only 10 .discharge our part 
manfully, to fall, if we must fall, in the very breach. 

~'Christ Jesus, being in the form of God, thought it Dot 
robbery to be equal with God; but made himself of no re- . 
putation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men; and being found in fa
shion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross." (PAil. ii.6-9.) 

Thi'l is It tnle and It wonderful mystery, into wlUcA ,,,,, 
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tMgelB derire to loole: (I PeL i. "12.) a mystery tUll of im
port to immortal s~: and Free M8I01Q'Y dares to insinu
ate through her pretended Egyptian priests, ~hat this mys
tery of the gospel. is incredible • 

.. Go, wondrou. Creature! mount where aaieooe guides, 

.. Go, meuure earth, weigb air, U1d state the tidea ;-
.. Go, telMlh eternal wildom how 10 rule. 
.. nea drop .intothyael( IUId be a foal!" , 

But the apostle's exclamation is to the point: "witbout 
controversy, great is the mystery of godliness: God WIIS 

~anifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angelll, 
preached'to the ,Gentiles, believed on in the world, received 
up into glory.'? (I Tim. iii. 16.) , 

60s . 

CHAPTER XLI~. 

Abbe ~el and ProjeBBor' Robison . 

.. Whom win the Lord permit to dwell 
.. Near tohiB throne of grace:." 

" The mea that walk in piOWl way., 
.. That work with ripteoul blUlde j 

" TbaUrust.their Maker'.promilles, 
.. ADd fonow hill eo'mmand. j 

" That .,.,u the IMIUIiDg of their heart, 
.. Nor IllIUI_with their 1oDpe; 

" Will ..roe believe lUI ill report, 
.. Or do their neighbour wrong." 

This work commenced with the consideration of some 
anci~nt pretensions of Free Masonry; with a view of her 
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Book of Constitutions, and her emblems~ It next discusl'!
cd her scientific claims i~ the fellow craft's degree, and 
then the faithfulness of her tradition in her sublime degree 
of Master Mason; and gave a summary view of her con
tradictions, and arts, and absurdities within die-lodges, with 
the royal arch "for the climax. 

A claim trumpeted through her chosen works, and by 
her numerous orators, to·be the teacher of religion among 
the arts~ has attractedournoti~e, and the manner in which 
she has pcrformed that part of her duty through' the Grarid 
Chaplain and the Grand Chapter of New-York, has. been 
fully examilied. What has followed since that,,I leave' to 
the recollection of the reader . 

.. Is it, therefore, to be supposed that the Free Masonry 
fJf o~r country, our lodges, grand looges, &c. aim at the 
diffusion of infidelity 1" I believe no such thing. This age 
and country could not bear it. But if the emptiness of Free 
Masonry has been in other countries, a,nd in other times, 
filled to the brim with all that is hostile to reveiation, and to 
sound principles, it will be no recommendation to its gene
ral use here; better throw it away, as a vessel more used to 
dishonour, than to honour, whatever it might haye been 
made for. 

Not to multiply words, it is my object in thi$ ,work 
to lay .before the public, facts and authoritiesi1Iustra
tive of the nature of. Fre~ Masonry, and its capacity fOl" 
abuse. My quotations have been, hitherto, almost con
fined to the writers who are admirers of Free Mason
ry.' If, from their statements, the reader i,s ready to be 
provoked with its ridiculous vanity, and excessive ostenta
tion, he may prepare to be further disgusted with the impie
ty a,nd folly which remains to be discovered. It does not 
concern the writer what inferences men draw from the cha
racter of these documents. It is his duty to put them iu 
these pages; let the reader judge. If it seem unfriendly to 
the great maoronie body of our country, that is wrong; I 

Digitized by Google 



• 
• 

l'RUFESSOIl RUBISUX. 

8m Dot unfriendly._ Having en~red tile lodge in p~uit of 
light, and finding none, is it unkind to be instrumental of 
sending a ray there? 

" Perhaps the writer is the blind man, who supposes the 
rest jl mankiad to·.have lost their vision, while he himself 
sees clearly 1" 

Once it ..ught have -been so feared, but times have 
chan~. Many doubt tlie exceJJence of Masonry, who, 
not long since, were- partially attached :to it, and they will 
be_ glad to -see what will sett,le their doubts. 

Messrs. Barrl1el and RobisOft wrote at the same era. 
without mutual ~uItation, not having the same sourceS' 
of information, pne a French clergyman, the other -a Scot
tish professor, and both Free Masons. They came, with 
mannest reluctance, both to the same conclusion: that 
there then existed a conspiracy against -all government and 
religion; that this was mighty through the false guise it .flS

sum~, and that a principal instrument of its operations 
was Free Masonry, especially the higher degrees. 
Perha~ these were very foolish men, Messrs. B. and R., 

but surely they were learned men, candid men, lovers -of 
their coUntry, who had a reverence for truth and religion. 
They give the reasons of their opinions; they quote their 
authoritiee,- naming the author and page, like honest pe0-

pie; they both had a wish to rescue British Masonry from 
the condemnation- and fellowship of c.ontinental Masonry, 
and appear ~o be sincerely actuated with the desire of domg 
good, by giving their labours to th~ public. 
- Nevertheless, for thirty years last past, their honoured 
names, through the influence of Free Masonry, have been 
made to stand for every thing that is base'; and so far was 
even the writer of this article carried away by the flood 
of vituperation poured after Barruel and Robison, (it is 
with shame, and grief, and indignation, I confess it,) that 
their title-pages were fearful to him; that wishing calmly 
and candidly to investigate the character of Free Masonry. 
he refused, for months, while in the investigation, to call for 

Digitized by Google 



• 

their volumes, leet the purity of tl'Utb, in· its sources, might 
be contamiDated with the streamII of falsehood; and it was 
hot until an advanced stage of the iDquiry made him bold, 
~at he ventured to drink at their fountains; professor R0-
bison's work never coming into his hands until December, 
1827, and the Abbe Barruel'l1, then the fint time-for peru
sal; and he was astonished to find they show a manifest 
tenderness toward Fru MfU01U?I,levelling °their shafts 
mainJyat her abUBeB in the higher degrees. Then was re
membered the proverb of th.eapania, which no respect for 
Fru Mtllonry prevents repeating here. 0 

Oh, it shoUld make ODe weep to know how the pure mo
tives of these men have 'been blackened ; how the arduous 
labours 0 of theSe patriotic men have been ealum~iated; 
how these honourable names hlj.ve been slandered by ho
nourable men; these learned names have been traduced by 
learned men, and these pious Dames- have been depreciated 
by pious men; that the upright have often been ooDStraiDed 
to number them with the ofticouring of the earth. 

o ."' And what has persuaded just men to do 80 (oul. wicked-
ness?" . 

My reader, without malice, it is Free Masonry; it is Free 
Masonry who has .jaundiced the eyes, has dipped .the ar
row. in gall; and sent them in flights that have darkened 
heaven. 0 

Rejoice over her, ye righteous I Be glad, Barruel and 
}(obison I faithful senants of your generation; let your 
hearts exult upon earth ;0 your pure spirits triumj,A, if mar
tyrs to the truth, ye bave ucended to heaven! Your adver
sary is brought low; the SUD of Free Muonry declines in 
the west, and soon your names shall shine, and shine fOT 
ever, beautiful stars in the firmament of truth I 

The reader shaIl have a taste of their style. In testitying 
upon this subject, the Abbe will begin, and he shall speak 
for hilDlel£ One entire ebapter hill his work, treating of 
the higher degrees of MuODl'f. will sene to declare his opi
nion, and to exhibit his iDteresting manner and amiable 
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Splllt. He will say some things not relevant to the Mason
ry of this country; something which, the wickedness of" the 
reign 'Of terror" could better justify'; but let him not be in
terrupted or despised. . He is not a man to' declare, as un
deniably truey what he knows to be a gross error;fI.· nor to 
mistake Free Masonry for evangelical truth. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

II The world is in pain 
.. Our aecreta to gain, 

.. And still let them wonder and gaze on; 
.. They ne'm- C&D di'lline 
.. The word or the sign, 

.. or a ,Free and an Accepted Mason; 

.. 'Ti. thia and 'tis that, ' 

.. They c&DDO~ tell what, 
.. Nor why the great men of the natio,) 

.. ShDuId aprtn18 put on, 
.. ADd mak" themaelvea one 

.. Witba Free and an Accepted Muon."-Old Stmg. 

Abbe Btl17'1lRl', 1.llemoirs of Jacobinistn, vol. ii. p. 152. 

CHAP. IX.-" During the last twenty years it was difli
cult, especially in Paris, to meet perilons who did not be-

,. Sovereign impactor general; tradition or Ihe master'/I degree. p.9'7. 
of Ibis volume. 
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long to the society of Masonry. I was acquainted with 
many, and some were my intJmate friends. These, with 
aU that zeal common to young adepts, frequently pressed 
me to become one of their brotherhood. As I constantly 
refused, they undertook to enrol me, notwithstanding my 
refusal.· The plan settled, I was invited to dinner at a 
friend's house, and was the only profane in the midst of a 
large party of Masons. Dinner over, and the servants or
dered to withdraw, it was proposed to form themselves into 
a lodge, and to initiate me. I persisted in my refusal, and 
particularly refused to take the oath of keeping a secret, 
the very object of which was unknown to me. They dis
pensed with the oath, but I still refused. They became 
more pressing, telling me that Masonry was perfectly inno
cent, and that its morality was unobjectionable; in reply, I 
asked whether it was better than the Gospel. They only 
answered by forming themselves into a lodge, when began 
all those grimaces and childish ceremonies which are de
scribed in books of Masonry, such as Jacllin and Boaz.~ 
I attempted to make my escape; but in vain; the apart
ment was very extensive, the house in a retired situation. 
the servants in the secret, and all the doors locked. t I am 
questioned, and answer most of the questions laughing. I 
am received apprentice, and, immediately after, fellow craft. 
Having received these two degrees, I was informed that a 
third was to be conferred on me. On this I am conducted 
into a large room. There the scene changes, and takes a 
more serious appearance. And though they dispensed 
with my undergoing all the more toilsome tests, th,ey, never-

* Morgan's is said to' be only 0. second edition of this. . 

t .. TrUity brother, take care; of eves-droppera beware; 
.. 'Tis a just and a solemn occasion; 

.. Give the word and the blow, that workmen may know, 
.. There's one asks to be made a Free MaBOn." 

Book of CorutituliOm. &C. p.258. 
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th~less, were not sparing in a multitude of tiresoine and in
significant questions. 

"On ti.n'rling myself obliged to go through this farce, I 
had taken care to say; that since they had cut oft" every 
means of retreat, I was forced to submit; but that if I per
ceived any thing, either against honour or conscience, they 
should soon find with whom they had to deal. 

"As yet I had only perceived a mere childish play and 
bur lesque ceremonies, in spite of aU the gravity which the 
brethren affected: but I had given no oft"ence by any of my 
answers. At length theil- venerable, with the utmost gra
vity, put the folloWing question: 'Brother, are you disposed 
to execute all the orders of the grand master, though you 
were to receive contrary orders from a king, an emperor, 
or any other sovereign whatever?' My answer was, , No.' 
-' What, no,' replies the venerable with surprise! " Are 
you only entered among us to betray our secrets! Would 
you hesitate between the interests of Masonry, and those 
of the profane? You are not aware, then, that .there is 
not one of our swords but is ready to pierce the heart of a 
traitor.' Notwithstanding the gravity with which this 
question was put, and the menaces which accompanied it, I 
could not persuade myself that he was in earnest; but I 
still continued to answer in the negative, and replied, as 
may ea.silY' be imagined, , that it was rather extraordinary 
to suppose that I, who had only been brought in by force, 
could ever have come there in order to betray the secrets of 
Masonry. You talk of secrets, and you have told me none. 
If, in order to be initiated, I must promise to obey a man 
that I know not, and if the interests of Masonry can be a 
bar to any part of my duty, good day to you, gentlemen. 

• Tho most worshipful master. All this scene shows the licontioumeas 
of French Masonry; but they used it for its worth; the game of the gay. 
and the tool of the selfish. 
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It is not too late as yet. I know nothing of your mysteries, 
nor do I wish to 'know more of them.' 

" This answer did not disconcert the venerable in the least, 
and he continued to act his part perfectly wen; be pre88ed 
me more earnestly, and . renewed his threats. I certainly 
believed the whole to be a farce; but even in joke I would 
not promise obedience to their grl!Jld Dluter, especially on 
the supposition that his commands could ever be contrary 
to those of the sovereign. I replied once more, ' Gentle
men, or brethren, I told you before, that if there was any 
thing,in your games, either against honour or cooscience, 
you should learn whom you had to deal with. We are now 
CODre to the point. You may do what you please with me, 
but you shall never make me assent to such a proposition; 
and once more I say, no.' Every . one kept the moat pro
found silence, except the venerable, though they were much 
amused with the scene. 

" ,It at length grew more serious between the ' venerable 
and me. He would not give up the point; and, renewing 
his question over and over again, he was in hopes, by tiring 
my patience, to extort aYEs. At length I found myself 
quite wearied out. I was blindfolded. I tore off the ban
dage, threw it upon the ground, and stamping my foot, 
called ou! No, with every sign of impatience. Immediate
ly the whole lodge clap their hands ,in sign of applause, 
~d the venerable compliments me on my constancy.
'Such are the men for us, men of resolution and courage.' 
-' What,' said I, 'men of resolution! And how ma
ny do you find who resist your threats! You, your
selves, gentlemen, have not you an said YES to this ques
tion; and if you have said it, how is it possible that you 
can persuade me that your mysteries contain nothing 
against hono~r or conscience l' 

"The tonel assumed had thrown the lodge into confusion. 
The brethren surrounded me, telling me I had taken things 
too much in earnest, and in too literal a sense: that they 
never had pretended to engage in any thing contrary to thl:' 

, . 
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duties of every true Frenchman, and that in spite of all my 
.. esistance, I should nevertheleBB be admitted. The vene
rable soon restored order with a few strokes of his mallet. 
He then informed me that I was passed to the degree of 
MtUter, adding, that if the secret was not given to me, it 
was only because a more regular lodge, and neld with.the 

, ordinary ceremonies, . was necessary on such an occasion. 
• In the mean while he gave. me the signs and the pass-words 

for the third degree, as he had done for the other two." 
This was sufficient to enable me to be admitted into are· 
gular lodge, and now we were all brethren. As for me, I 
bad been metamorphosed into apprentice,jeU()UH;f'a/t, and 
lIItJIter, in one evening, without hav!ng ever dreamt of it in 
themoming. . 

" I was too well acquainted with those who hadreceivetl 
me, not to believe their· protestation sincere, when they de· 
c1ared that they had never pretended to engage in any thing 
contrary to their duty. And injustice I am bound to de· 
clare, that, excepting the venerable, who turned out a vio· 
lent lacobin, they all showed themselves loyal subjects at 
the Revolution. I promised to be present at a regular meet· 
iag, provided the oath was never mentiuned to me. They 
promised that it never should be insisted on, and they kept 
their word. They only requested that I would inscribe my 
Rame on the list, that it might be sent to the Grand Lodge 
of the East. I refused again, and asked time to consider: 
of it; and when I had sufficiently attended to see what 
these lodges were, I retired, without even consenting to in· 
seribe my name. 

" On my fitst appearance in a regular lodge, I was quit 
for a fiDe speech on Masonry, of which I knew but little at 

..... Here" words, IoIId here'. 1ligDa, IoIId here's probleJlllllolld linllll' 
.. Aad here'Broom too for deep apeculation; 

.. Here virtue IoIId truth [! !] are taught to tJae youth, 
.. When tint he'. ealled up to a Muon.» 

Boole #f C'oIutilutitnP oJ HfIII. ed. 1792. p. 158. 
36 
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that time, BDdwelt chiefly upon fraternity, and on the plea
sure of living with brethren. 

"They had agreed on that day to receive an apprentice, 
who was to have the secret given him with all the ordinary 
forJDB, in order that I might learn it, though only a specta-

. tor. It woula be-useless to swell this chapter by describing 
ahe ceremonial and the trials on such occa.siOJlS. - In the 
first degrees, they appear to be nothing more than childish 
play. I may refer my readen to the Key of Masonry, (La 
Clef de ~ons,) or to the Free Masons' Catechism, and 
lOme other books of the sort, which are perfectly exact as 
to the eeremonial of the three degrees, which I received, 
and saw conferred upon others, excepting in some small 
points of no consequence. if 

"The grand object for me was to learn the famous secret 
of Masonry. The moment at length comes when the pos
tulant is ordered to approach' nearer to the venerable. 
Then the brethren who had been armed with swords for 
the occasion, drawing up in two lines, held their swords ele
vated, leaning the points toward each other, and formed 
wliat, in Masonry, is called the areA of steel. The candi
dille passes under this arch to a sort of altar, elevated on 
two steps, at the farthest end of the lodge. The master, 
seated in an arm chair, or a sort of throne, behind this altar, 
prenounced a long discourse on the inviolability of the se
eret which was to be imparted, and on the danger of break
jag the oath which the candidate was going to take. He 
pointed to the naked swords, which were alwaya ready to 

• 

~ ... 

• .. Hail, my.tic art ! by heaYen d8llipecl 
.. To oultinte IdId oheer the miDd ; 
"Thy aecretll are to all nn1mown. 
II Bnt Muon. jut and trne alone. 

CMrw. "TIlen let _ all tJaeir ".... ..... 
.. FeIlo .. to peuant.,,n-. or m,." 

BaMtf ~ If 1ItuI. ed. 17 •• p.m. 
\ 
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pierce the breast of the traitor, and declared to him thU it 
wu impoaible to escape their veJl8e8DC6. The ewodidate 
then swears, .. that rather than betray the aeeret, he con-
88Dta to have his head cut off, his heart and entrails tom 
out, and his ashes cut before the wind.' Having taken 
the oath, the master said the following words to him, which 
the reader may easily conceive have not escaped my ~emo· 
ry, as I had expected them with so much impatience, 'My 
dear brother, the secret of Masonry consists in these worcllr, 
Liberty and Equality: all raen are free tIIId equal: all 
Men are bretltrelt.' The master did not utter another syOa.
ble, and every body embraced the new brother, equal attd 
free. The lodge broke up, and we gaily adjourned to a 
masonic repast. 

" I was 80 far from suspecting any further meaning in 
this famous secret, that I could scarcely retain from burst· 
ing into a fit of laughter on hearing it; and with the great
est simplicity, told those who had introduced me, if that 
was all their secret, I had known it a long time." 

" And certainly there was no occasion for being a mllB6n, 
to learn that man is not born for slavery, but to enjoy 8 

true liberty, under the empire of the laws; or if they un· 
derstand by equality, that as we are the children of one 
common parent, the creatures of the same God, we are to 
love and help each other as brethren; such truths certainly 
are better taught in the gospel, than by the childish rites of 
Masonry. I must say, that though the lodge was nume
rously attended, I did not see a single craftsman who gave 
any other interpretation to this famous secret. The reader 
will see that it was necessary to go through many other de
grees, before they were initiated into a very different liberty 

.. The Ab~'. IIUl'prile and mirth at the .«rU are perfectly Datural; yet 
that adopted by the French wu 10 much added to oar Free Muoory. 
They deeirecl to han II __ ; aacI Free MUODI'J f'l&rDi.biDg DODe .. 

it. ...... -u and pGII --. it woald MelD that the poIitioal ........ 
en of' Fra_ uU'aIJ,J II. upoll thi. : .. Liberty aDd Equlity." 
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.and equality; and even that many who rose to higher der 
'gree&, were never initiated into the ultimate leue of their' 
fiunous secret. 

" Let not people be surprised that English Masonry should 
he chiefly composed of good and loyal subjects, whose 
main object is mutually to help each other on the princi.
ples of equality, which .with them is nothing more than Cra· 
ternity. Few English craftsmen are acquainted with more 
than' the three first degrees already mentioned. and the 
reader may rest 8B8ured, that with the exception ()f the' im
.prudent questionif on obedience to the grand master of the 
order, there is nothing which can render the secret dan· 
gerous, were it not for the Jacobin interpretation. The 
English good sense has banished such an explanation. I 
have even heard of a resolution taken by some of the chief 
craftsmen, of rejecting all those who might seek to intro· 
duce the revolutionary liberty among them. I have read 
most excellent discourses and lectures on the avoiding of 
abuses in the history of Masonry. I have there seen the 
grand master telling the brethren, that the tme equality of 
the craft does not authorize the brother~ when out of tbe 
lodge, to derogate from that respect and deference due to 
the rank which any person bears in the world, or their dif
ferent political degrees and titles. I have also remarked, 
in the leeret instructions of the grand master, ma.ny excel· 
lent lectures, to conciliate the liberty and equality of the 
craft with fidelity and submission to the laws, in short, with 
all the duties of a loyal subject . 

. " Hence it arises, that though the English have every thing 
in common with the craft of other nations, as far as the de· 
gree of master inclusive; though they have the same se. 
eret, t the same word, and the same signs to know each 
other by, yet as they generally stop at this degree, they 

'" That i8 a queBtiOll not put in the lodgeB of America. 
t Do the loci .. of England generally u-. "Liberty and Equality" for 

tIleir MCret? I bad suppoeed tbi8 originated in revolutionary FJ'aDCII. 
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never are initiated 'into the grand mysteries, or we should, 
perhaps, be more correct, if we B&id they had rejected 
them. They have found means of purifying Masonry. 
We shall soon see how little grand mysteries could agree 
with the chara~ter of a nation which has given 80 many 
proofs of .its wisdom."· 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

Abbe BaJTUel', Memoir, of Jacobinilrn, vol. ii. p. 158.
Of the Grand Mysteries, or Secret, of the Occult 
Lodges. 

" WE comprehend, under the designation of occult lodges, 
or the higher degrees of Masonry, all Free Masons in 
general, who, after having passed the first three degrees of 
apprentice,fellow craft, and maner, show sufficient zeal to 
be admitted into the higher degrees, where the veil is rent 
asunder, where emblematical and allegorical figures are 
thrown aside, and where the two-fold principle of liberty 

, and equality is unequivocally explained by war againllt 

• The AbW wrote in London. ud felt gratefbl for EuglWa hOllpitality 
10 himlelt' ud to m. fellow nil ... 
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CTwid __ alIan''''~'''_Meir'''!I'' 
ID dllDOlII&rBbng that auch:is the 'reault. of the grand 1D)'Me
riea of the craft. it will not be tlae want, but the multipli
city of proofS, that will emltarnls... Theee alone wOuld 
fill a lille yolume; aDd we wish to comprise them in this 
chapter. The reader will at leut diapeD118 with the eDIr 

blems, oaths, ceremonies, and trials, which are peculiar to 
each of these higher degrees. To show their last object, 
and to develope their doctrine, is the essential point, and 
what we shall always haye in view. ' We shall begin by ge
neral obse"a~ which will en8hle the reader, to foUow 
these mysteries more' accurately, according as they are ex
plained. 

" NotwithstancliDg that in the tint degrees of Masonry 
every thing appears to partake of. puerile inventionS, they, 
nevertheless, contain many things which the sect haye 
thrown out, merely to observe the impression which they 
made on the young adepts, and to judge from thence to 
what lengths they may be led. 

"1st. It declares the grand object it has in view, to be at 
one time ,Ae rairing of templu to W1ue, and the e.z'Mt)a
ting dungeons for vice; at another, to bring the adepts to 
light, and deliver them from the darkness with which the 
pr~fane are encompassed, and by the profane are under
stood the remainder of the universe. This promise is con
tained in the first Catechism of the craft, and none will 
deny it. Nevertheless, this promise alone suflieiendy' indi
cates that the craft acknowledge amorality, ud teach a 
doctrine .. hich brands Christ and his Gospel with error and 
darkness. 

"2«1. The masonic and Christian era do not coincide. 

* The _ made of Muoruy to diwMmiliate the dootrin •. whOle practi
cal relUlta were molJlllfblly uhibited ill the I'renob reNIati-. juId~ thiB 
eUraordiDary language, U applied, at u.., da,. to the laden of ......,.. 
Muomy. 
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Be yetlI" of ligltt dates with them &om the fint days of 
thecreation. This, asain, is what no M880Il will deny. 
But this custom clearly demonstrates that their JiKhtl, their' 
-.oral;;" and their religioru doctrine., are anterior to the 
Evangelical Revelation, or even to MOIre8 and the pro· 
phets; they will, in short, be, whatever incredulity may 
please to style the Religion of Nature. 

If 3d. In the masonic language, all their lodge. are but one 
temple representing the whole universe; the temple which 
extends frornthe east to the weBt, fr&m tAe ,aulA to the 
aortA. They admit into this temple, with equal indiffe
rence, the Christian or the Jew, the Turk or the idolator; 
in fine, Without distinction of sect or religion. All equally 
hehold the ligAt, all learn the science of' virtue, of real hap
piness, and all may remain members of the craft, and rise 
in its degrees up to that where they are taught, that all 
religious tenets are but errors and prejudices. Though 
many Masons may view this re-union in no 'other light than 
that of universal charity and benevolence, which ought to 
extend to all mankind, whether Jew, Gentile, Idolator, or 
Christian, it is, nevertheless, much to be feared, that this re
union of error and falsehood, only tends to infuse an indi(.. 
ference for all religious tenets into the mind of the adepts, 
88 a preparatory step to the denial of all, in the higher de
grees. 

"4th. It is always under the most dreadful oaths of secre
cy, that the Free Masons communicate their pretended 
lights, or their art of building temples to virtue, and dun
geons for vice. . When both truth and virtue had every 
thing to fear from the reigning tyrants, it may be conceived 
that they taught their lessons in private;' but, so far from 
exacting an oath of IJeCrecy, they condemned silence as cri
minal, when their les80ns could be made public, and com
manded that what had been learned under the shadow of the 
Dight, sbould be preached openly at noon day. Either the 
doctfinee of the craft are eonformable to the laws of Chris-
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tiamty, to the peace of states, and conducive to virtue and 
happiness; (and then what has it ~ad to fear from kings 
and pontiftB since Christianity was elltablished 7) or, their 
pretended science is in opposition to the religion and the 
laws of the Christian world, (and then we have o .. ly to say, 
that the evil-doer seeks to hide himsel£) 

.. 5th. Most certainly the Free Masons uo not make a se
cret of what is praiseworthy in their association. It is not 
that fraternal affection for their neighbour which they hide, 
and which they only have in common with every religious 

. observer of the gospel. Neither do they make a secret of 
the sweets of that convivial equality which accompanies 
their meetings, and their fraternal repasts. On the contra
ry, they are perpetually extolling their benevolence, and 
nobody is ignorant of the conviviality of their entertain
ments. Their secret must, therefore, contain something 
widely different from this fraternity, and something less in
nocent than the mirth of the masonic table • 

.. Such language, in general, might have been held to all 
masons; such reasonings might have made them suspect that 
the higher degrees of their association contained mysteries, 
which it was far more interested in hiding, than their &a
ternity, their signs, and pass-words. 

" That affected secrecy on the first principles of Masonry, 
liberty and equality, the oath never to reveal that such was 
the basis of the doctrines, premised that there existed such 
an explanation of these words, as the sect was interested in 
hiding, both from the state and church. And in reality it 
was ·to attain to this explanation of the last mysteries, that 
gO many trials, oaths, and degrees, were necessary • 

.. To convince the reader how much these surtn1ses are 
realized in the occult lodges, it is necessary for us to go 
back to the degree of master, and relate the allegorical 
story, of which the successive explanations and interpreta
tions form the profound mysteries of the higher degrees. 

" In this degree of master Mason, the lodge is hung round 
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, with black. In the middle is a coffin covered with a pall; 
the brethren standing round'it in attitudes denoting sorrow 
and revenge." When 'the new adept is admitted, the mas
ter relates to him the following history or fable. 

"Adoniramt presided over the payment of the workmen 
who were building the temple by Solomon's orders. They 
were three thousand workmen. Thet each one might re
ceivehis due, Adoniram divided them into three classes, 
apprentices, fellow-crafts, and masters. He intrusted each 
class with a word, signs, and a grip, by which they might be 
recognised. Each class was to preserve the greatest se
crecy as to these signs and words. Three of the fellow
crafts, wishing to know the word, and by that means 
obtain th,e salary of master, hid themselves in the tem
ple, and each posted him~elf at a different gate. At the 
usual time, when Adoniram came to shut the gates of the 
temple, the first of the tbree met him, and demanded the 
word of the masters: Adoniram refused to give it, and re
ceived a violent blow with a stick on his head. He flies to 
another gate, is· met, challenged, and treated in a similar 
manner by the second: flying to the third door, he is killed 
by the fellow-craft posted there, on his 'refusing to betray 
the word. His assassinll buried him under a heap of ruh
bish, and marked the spot with a branch of Acacia. 

"Adoniram's absence gave great uneasiness to Solomon 
aod the masters. He is sought for every where; at length 

* Thi. is not lbe III&DII8I' of American lodp pIIenDy; but that is DO 
reuon wby it may DOt haYe been the manner of the French. The whole 
strength of the degree Ii.-In it. elfect on tho mind of the candidate: the 
room m-d in moW'IIiDg would .trengthen that whicb is weak at the best. 

t Tbe hutYllJlirit may be ready here to triumpb in the error of the Abbe ; 
but he wu a IIbrewd ID&II, and an obIIeniD, Muon. It is DOt IIU)' to &nd 
him mistalren in a fact. The French lodges vary from Dun in many par
ticulan; and the Abbe repr_t. them u -m, this Dame in common 
with that of Hiram, to exemplifY thedootriDe. of the third degree. So 
d_ Webb in the ineft'able degrees.':-'Ff'ee M'4I01II' ltlonifor, part ii. c. J. 
1802. 
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one of the masters discovers the corpse, and, taking it by 
the finger, the finger . parted from the hand; he took it by 
the wrist, and it parted from the arm; when the master, in 
astonishment, cried out Mac Benac, which the eraft inter
prets by , the flesh parts from the ·bonts.' 

" Lest Adoniram should have revealed the word, the mas
ters convened and agreed to change it, and to substitute 
the words Mac Benae;· sacred words, that Free Masons 
dare not pronounce out of the lodges, and there each only 
pronounces one syllable, leaving his neighbour to pronounce 
the other. 

"The history finished, the adept is informed, that the 
object of the degree he has just received- is to recover the 
word lost by the death of Adoniram, and to revenge this 
martyr of the masonic secrecy. The generality of Ma
sons, looking upon this history as no more than a fable, and 
the ceremonies as puerile, give themselves very little trou
ble in searching farther into these mysteries. 

"These sports, however, assume a more serious aspect 
when we arrive at the degree of elect. t This de
gree is subdivided into· two parts; the first has the re
"enging of Adoniram for its object, the other, to recover the 
tvord, or rather the sacred doctrine which it expressed, and 
which has been lost. 

" In this degree of elect, all the brethren appear dressed 
in black, wearing a breast-piece on the left side, on which 
·is embroidered a death's head, a bone, and a poniard, en
circled by the motto of conquer or die. The sarrie motto 
is embroidered Oil a ribbon which they wear in saltier. 
Every thing breathes death and revenge. . The candidate 
is led into the lodge blind-folded, with bloody gloves on his 
hands. An adept, with a poniard in his hand, threatens to 

* This is the word of .the ancimU. 
t Dalcho gives two degrees of elect. One, Elect Knights of 9, the other 

of 15; and a third, c:llled f::nblimo Knight Elected. 
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run him through the heart for the crime with whicb he is 
accused. After various frights, he obtains his life, on condi
tion that he will revenge the father of Masonry in the death 
ofhis assassin. He is shown to a dark cavern., He is to pe
netrate into it, and they call to him, strike all that shallop
pose you; enter, defend yourself, and avenge our master; 
at that price you shall receive the degree of elecL A 
poniard in his right hand, a lamp in his left, he. proceeds; a 
phantom opposes his passage, he' hears the same voice re
peat, strike, avenge Hiram, there is his assassin. He strikes, 
and the blood flows. Strike off his head, the voice repeats, 
and the head of the corpse is lying at his feet. He seizes it 
by the hair,· and triumphantly carries it back, as a proof of 
his victory; shows it to each of the Qrethren, and is judged 
worthy of a new degree. 

" I have questioned divers Masons whether this appren
ticeship to ferocity and murder had never given them the 
idea, that the head to be cut off was that of kings, and they 
candidly owned, that the idea had never struck them until 
the revolution had convinced them of the facL t 

* The reader mI.' euily conceiYe, thl.t this COrple is no more tbI.D a 
ml.DDikiD conWDiog bIdden full or I!lood. 

t OMel'Ylltions on the degree of elected Imighta.-Wtb6'. Monitor, N_ 
York, A. D. 100!, p.!36. Degree of DaleIao, No.9. Of F. M. L. No. 19. 
on the lilt of degre88 • 

.. The muter l8pntllllJlta Solomon _ted in the 81..t with a table before 
him __ tDitA 6l4rdI. All the brethren must be dresaed in black, and their 
hats &pped, with I. brOl.d bll.ck ribbon from tho left moulder to the right 
hip, on the lower put of which I.re nine red 1'OIeS, four on each aide, gil 
one I.t the bottom, to which is IIU8Jl8Dded .. poniard.. The I.prona are white, 
Ifned with black., lpeclded with blood; on the &p a bloody I.rm, with a 
poniard, gd on the· area. a bloody arm, holding by tho hair a bloody head." 
[Daughter of the night! what is next?] 

.. Near to the lodge iI a emaIl, dark place, repreaentin, a cavern, in which 
il placed a lI.mp, a place rep_ling a 'Pring with a bun to hold water, 

. and a table on which are laid a poniard, and a reprcaentation of a bloody 
head, u jWlt Beyered trom the body. Near the table a large atone to lit 
on, and below the lamp, in capitallcttera, VENGE.\SCE."-Vide .lJ6tluetion 
tlf Willimn Margan. 
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.. It was tDesame with respect to the,religious part of this 
degree, where the adept is at once pontiff',and sacrificer 
with the rest of the brethren. Vested'in the ornaments of 
the priesthood, they offer bread and wine,· according to the 
order of Melchisedec. The secret object of this ceremony 
is to re-establish religious equality, and to exhibit all men 
equally priests and pontiffs, to recaIl the brethren to natural 
religion, and to persuade them that the religion of MOI88, 
and of Christ, had violated religious liberty ~d equality by 
the ,distinction of priests and laity. It was the revolution 
again which opened the eyes of many of ~e adepts, who 
then owned that they had been dupes to this impiety, as 
they had been to the regicide essay in the former part. t 

'" .. The MOlt PeJf«t then p_ts the candidate with bread and wine, 
aayin,. eat of this bread with me. aad drink of the &ame cup," &c.-F. M. 
Monitor, 18O!, p. !63. 

t .. Were we 1_ rigorous as to our prootis, we should treat in this place of 
the degree called the KnighU rf the Sun. But we are only acquainted 
with it through the medium or the Voile Lave, (theveil raised up,) a work 
of the AbW Le Franc, certainly a man of the greatest virtue and un
doubted veracity, and olle of those EccleeiaatiCll, who preferred tiilliog 
under the butchering poniards of the Septembrizen, to betraying their re
ligion. But this author has neglected to inform us from wbat BOUreel! he 
had drawn his documents on the Masonic degrees. Beside, we can re
mark, that he was not aufficiently acquainted with the origin of MasonrY, 
which be only tracel back to Socinus. His knowledge alao of the Scotch 
degrees, appears to have been acquired mm inaCcurate traDIlationa, which 
our French authors had vitiated, according to their reapeetive PUrpcIAI. 

.. On the other Bide, we know for certain, that this degree of Knight rf 1M 
Sun, [!8th of Dalcho,] is a modem creation. Its author is to be known 
by his Teutonic Btyle. If we are to believe what we bav~ been told, it ow .. 
ita origin to one of those phil080phiBta or very high life, who wa. too much 
attached to the bigh rank wbich he enjoyed, to adopt any other equality, 
than that which applied to the Masonic masts and their impiety. And 
nothing is to be found in this degree, which mililates ~ the throne. 
It is much too perspicuous for many MasoDB, who would have been ilis
guBted with any thing but emblematical figures, IU8C8pt.ible of various ex- , 
planatiODl. Neverthel_, we were acquainted with several of tbeae 
KnighU If 1M Sun. in France. This degree wa. onty given to lOch of the 
adepts whOle impiety was unequivocal. It was rather a derree of modem 
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" These mysteries are not sufficiently explained in the de
gree of elect for all to comprehend them. The generality 
of Masons initiated in this degree, give themselves little 

phil08ophism, than of ancient Masonry. Under that point of view it il 
worthy of notice; but we only give the following accoant, u an utract 
trom the Abbli Le Franc'. werk • 

.. , When initiated into this higher degree, it W&II DO longer pDlSible for the 
adept to diesemble with himself how incompatible the Masonic code wall 
with the IIlightellt'remnant of Christianity. Here the muter of the lodge 
ill styled Adam, whilst the introducer takes the name of -Yeriltu, (Trutb.) 
The following are put of the leetures which brother Vemtu repeats to the 
Dew adept, while recapitulating .11 the allegories which he hu ..en in the 
former parts of Masonry.-[See RobilOfl" Proof' of a Crnupiracy, pp. 34. 
101. 123.] " Leam;in the first place, that ilie three implements with which 
100 have been made acquainted, the Bible, the Compuses, and the Square, 
have a _t lignification unknown to you. By the Bible, you are to un
derstand, that you are to aclmowledge no other law thau that of Adam, 
the law which the Almighty had englavi,d on hi. heart, and IMI iI wh4t iI 
called the LAw or NATUaE. The ComplL8Sea recall to yoor mind that 
God is the central point of every thing, fronhll!ich every thing is equally 
distant, and to which every thing is equally near •. By the Sqoare we learn, 
tbat ·od hal made every thing equal. The Cubic Stone, that all your ac
tiOlll are equalll1ill& rupecl to lhe IOVtrtign good. The death ,of Hiram, and 
the change of the master'. word, teach you, that it is di/licult to lMCape tbe 
lIIarea of ignorance, but that it is your duty to show the ~e courage u 
our muter Hiram, who euft"ered himBelf to be muaacred, rather than 
hearken to the penuuiODB of hi. &IIIUIinB.' 

" The most _tial part of this discourse. is the explanation which bro
ther Vemtu gives of the degree of Eleet. Amongst othen we read the 
following linea: ' . 

.. , If you ask me what are the neceseary qualities to enable a Malon to 
arrive at the centre ofreal perfection? I ehan anawer, that in order to attain 
it, he must have cru.hed the head of the serpent of worldly ignorance, and 
have etul off those prejudices of youth concerning the mysteries of the pre
dominant religion of bia native country. AU rdigWul ttJlJrlhip being only 

i.m:entttl, ill Iwpu of aequiring power, and to gaill yreeedmey amtmg """: 
and 6ya ,loIh whid& covel" under the fOlie pretmce tf piet!1t ill neighbour" 
rUhu; in fine, by glottony, the dauahter of hypocrisy, who, straining eve
ry nerve to restrain the camalsense. of those who poase88 riches perpe
tually oft"er to them, on the alw of their hearts, holocausts, which voluptu-
0\I8DBBB, luxury, and perjury, have procured for them. This, my dear bro
~r, is what you have to combat, Buch is the monster you have to crush 
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trouble to undentaDd the real signification of them; and 
as long as they have any sentiments of religion, or attach
ment to their prince, they reject with indignation, all inter
pretations which militate against either. Manyof them are 
disgusted with the multiplicity of trials, and are content to 
remain in the inferior degrees, which suffice to give th~m 
the title of Masons, admit them to all masonic repasts, and 
even entitle them to the alms and benefactions which the 
lodges bestow on their indigent brethren. Those whose 
zeal is not cooled by this multiplicity of trials, are generally 
admitted from the degree of nuuter, or from that of elect, 
to the three Scotch degrees. We shall not seek for the 
history and tendency of these three degrees in books which 
have been written to discredit the craft. The Gennan 
adept who translated them into his· language for the in
IItruction of his brethren, is one of the most zealous knights 
for the doctrine therein contained. His whole genius is 
exerted in their defence, nor could we follow a more unex
ceptionable author. His object was to infuse light into 
his brethren; and we, profane beingll, may draw the. fol-

under tbe emblem of the serpent. It U II fllilhful reprumltrf(on tf thllt 
flJllim 1M tgnDrtJnl vulg/lr a.don untkr the RIIme tf religion. . 

.. , It wae the profane and timid Abiram, who, tranuormed by /J flJRlltil: 
seal inlo!l tool tf 1M motIkiIh /Jnd religimu ritu, struck tho first blows on 
the breaat of our father Hiram; that iB to Bay, who Bapped the foundations 
of the ee1eat.ial temple, which the ETEaNAL had himaelf erected upon earth 
to sublime virtue. 
." , The first age of the world witnessed what I assert. The most simple 

law of nat~ rendered our first fathers the bappiest of mortals. The 
monster Pride appears on ea:1.h, he bellows, he iB heard bI men, and by the 
bappy mortals of those days. He promises them happineBII in another life, 
and persuades them by hiB mellliluoUB words, that be taught men to tulore 
the Eter7llll CreIJtor of aU tiling. in II more ~tenrive and more rpuitJl manner, 
than any peJ'llOn had doae before on earth. Thir hydr/J with an hundred heads, 
misled and misleads those men who are subject to its . laws, and will conti
nue its deceptions until the moment when the true Eltet shall appear to 
combat and eruah it entirely.'" (See the degretl rif Knight. of the Stm.) 

" Such doctrine needs no comment." 
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lowing conclusion from .his lectures. (See the Scotch De
grees, printed at Stocltholm,'1784.) 

.. ~very Mason who wi.shes to be admitted into the Scotch 
degrees, and even into all other degrees of Masonry, is first 
taught that, until that period, he has lived in slavery, and it 
is on that account only, that he is admitted into ·the pre
sence of the other brethren' With a rope about his neck, 
praying that he may be delivered. from • his bonds. But 
when he aspires at the tbird Scotch degree, or at becoming 
a knight of SL Andrew, he must appear in a far more hu
miliating costume. The candidate is shut up in a dark 
cell, a rope with fo~ slip knots is twisted round his neck, 
he is stretched out upon the floor; there~ by the dull light 
of a twinkling lamp, he is abandoned to himself to medi
tate on the wretched state of slavery in 'which he exists, and 
to learn JIlEQPerly to estimate the value of liberty. At 
length one of the brethren comes and introduces him to 
the lodge, leading him by the rope, holding a drawn sword. 
in his right hand, as if meant to run him through the heart, 
in· case he made any resistance.'" After having undergone 
a long examination, and particularly after having sworn on 
the salvation of his BoW, never to reveal the secrets with 
which he is intrusted, he is declared free. 'I~ would be use
less to enumerate. all the different Qaths; it is sufficient to 
say, that each degree, and subdivision of degree, has its pe
culiar oath,' and that "they are all frightful; all call the ven
geance of God and of the brotherhood o~ the unhappy 
man who shall betray their secreL In future, then, we 
shall only treat of the doctrine of these secrets. (Vide 
Morgan.) 

* .. Once I was blind and eould not 88e, 
.. And all waH dark around; 

.. But Providence did pity me, 
.. And lOOn a friend I found; 

.. Througb seCret paths my friend me led; 

.. Sneb paths as babblers never tread." 
Boo1c tf CtmI.cf Mau. 1792. p. 278. 

Copittlfrom Ahi"'lIn Bellm. 

Digitized by Google 



ABBE BAIUlUEL'S VIEWS 

"In the fint degree of Scotch knighthood the adept is in
formed, that he has been elevated to the dignity of high 
priut. He receives a sort of benediction' in the name of 
the immortal and inviBible Jehovah, and in future it is under 
that title that he is to adore the Deity, because the significa
tion of JEROV AH i. far more exprurive than that of AD01UI. 

"In this fint degree he receives the masonic science 
only as descending from Solomon and Hiram, and revived 
by the Knights . Templars. But in the second degree he 
learns, that it is to be traced to Adam himself, and has been 
handed down by Noah, Nimrod, Solomon, Hugo de Paga
nis, the founder of the Knights Templars, and Jaques de 
Molay, their last grand master, who, each in their turns, 
had been favourites of Je/&ovah, and are styled the masonic 
sages. At length, in the third degree, it is revealed to him, 
that the celebrated word, lost . by the death of Hiram, was 
this name of Jehovah. It was found, he is told, by the 
Knights Templars, at the time when the Christians were 
building a church at Jerusalem. In digging the founda
tions in that part on which the holy of holies of Solomon's 
temple formerly stood, they discovered three stones, which 
had' formerly been parts of the foundation. The form and 
junction of these three stones drew the attention of the' 
Templars; and their astonishment was extreme when they 
beheld the name of Jehovah engraved on the last. This 
was the famous word lost by the death of Adoniram. The 
Knil5hts Templars, on their return to Europe, took great 
care not to lose so, precious a monument. They carried 
them into Scotland, taking particular care of that which 
bore the name of Jehovah. The Scotch sages, on their 
part, were not forgetful of the respect due to such precious 
monuments; they made them the foundation stones of their 
first lodge; and as these first stones were laid on S1. An
drew's day, they took the name of Knights of St. Andrew. 
Their successors are intrusted with the secret, and are at 
this day the perfect masters of Free Masonry, the high 
priests of Jehovah. 
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" If we lay aside the hermetical part of the science, or 
the transmqtation of metaL5, such will be, in substance, the 
whole doctrine which is revealed to the adept initiated in 
the grand mysteries of the Scotch degrees. 

" In a sort of catechism, to which he answers, to show 
that he has remembered every tbing that he has seen, and 
aU that has been explained to him in the lodge, or, as it is 
then called, in Solomon's temple, the following question is 
asked: I. that all you have .een? To whick he answer., I 
have .een m.any otAer things, but, like the other Scptch fII(U

ter., I keep tl&em. .ecret in my heart. This secret hence
forth cannot be difficult to understand. It is only to view 
the Scotch flUJ8ter in his new character of High Prien of 
Jehovah, or of that worship, that pretended Deism, which 
we have been told was successively the religion. of Adam, 
Noah, Nimrod, Solomon, Hugo de Paganis,' of the Grand 
MlUlter Molay, and of the Knights Templars, and which, 
at this day, is to constitute the religion of the complete 
M aster Mason. 

"These mysteries might have sufficed for the adepts. All 
who' had obtained the Scotch degrees were declared free 
in future, and atl were equally priests of Jehovah. This 
priesthood ridded them of all the mysteries of the Gospel, 
and of aU revealed religion. That liberty and happiness, 
which the sect declares to consist in the revival of Deism, 
sufficiently instils into the mind of the adept what he is to 
think of Christianity, and of its divine Author. Neverthe
less, the grand mysteries are not exhausted. The adepts 
still have to discover who was the person that wrested the 
Word, the. famous name of Jehovah, from their predeces-_ 
sors ; that is to say, who it was that destroyed their favourite 
worship of Deism. It was but too e\'ident, that the whole 
fable of Hiram, or Adoniram, and of his assassins, was no 
more than an allegory, the explaniltiqn of which must na
turally answer the question, who is the real assassin of 
Adoniram 1 By whom was the Deistical form of worship 
destroyed? W'ho wa'J it that wrested the famous word 

38 
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from the sect? He is the person against whom the ven
geance and the hatred of the sect is directed; and it was 
necessary to instil the same spirit into the minds of its pro
found adepts. To effectuate this, we ascend to a new de
gree,caJled the Knights R06ce Oruci" or the Rosicrucians." 

, G It is, certainly, a most atrocious blasphemy, to accuse 
Clttist of having destroyed, by his religion, the doctrine of 
the unity of God; when, on the contrary, the most evident 
and the most attested of all facts is, that to his religion we 
owe the banishment of thousands and thousands of false 
gods, which the idolators had made to themselves. The 
gospel, in declaring the ~nity of God, teaches us the trinity 
of persons; but this mystery, like aU others which we learn 
from revelation, humbles the sophisters in their own minds. 
Fraught ~th ingratitude against him who has cast tbe 
idols in the dust, they have sworn an eternal hatred against 
the eternal Word, because he reveals a God, whom in their 
madness they are not able to comprehend. Ohrist hinu;elf, 
in their eyes, is the destroyer of the unity of God; he is the 
great enemy of JelumaA; and to infuse the hatred of· the 
sect into the minds of the new adepts, constitutes the grand 
mystery of the new degree, which they have called Rosi
cfUcian. 

" As the adept was seldom initiated into this new degree 
before he had passed through the Scotch degrees, he is al
ready aware, as the reader must observe, that JehOt,oA is 
RO longer the word sought after; and here we shall see 
every thing relate only to the author of Christianity. The· 
ornaments of the lodge appear to be solely intended to 
recall to the candidate the solemn mystery of Mount ea}.. 
nry. The whole is hung in black, an altar is to be seen 
at the bottom, and over the altar is a transparent represen
tation of the three crosses, the middle one bearing the or
dinary inscription. The brethren, in sacerdotal vestmentfil, 

0;. Eigbteenth of Dalcho. 
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are s~ed on the ground, in the most profound silence, 
sorrowful and aftlicted, resiing their heads on their arm, to 
represent their grie£ It is not the death of the Son of 
God, who diJl(i the victim of our sins, that is the cause of 
their afHiction; the grand object of it is evident bJ the first 
answer which is made to the question, with which all 
lodges are generally opened. 

" The master asks the senior warden, what o'clock is it ? 
The answer varies according to the different degrees. JIi 
this it is as follows: • It is the first hour of the day, the 
time when'the veil of the temple was reot 88UDder, when 
darkness and constern!ltion was spread over the earth, when 
the light was darkened, when tl&e imp~, of MfUtmry 

were broken, when the flaming star disappeared, when the 
cubic stone was broken, wAen tl&e word WfU lost.· 

" The adept, who has attended to the progressive disco
veries he has made in the ditferent degrees, Deeds no fur
ther lessons to understand the meaning of this answer. 
He thereby le8.1'D8 that the day on which the word JBHOVAH 
was lost, is precisely that on which the son of God, dying 
on a cr088 for the salvation of mankind, consummated the 
grand mystery of our religion, destroying the reign of 
every other, whether Judaic, natural, or sophistical. The 
more a Mason is attached to the word, that is, to his pre
tended natural religion, the more inveterate will his hatred 
be against the author of revealed religion. 

"Neither is this word, which he has already found, any 
longer the object of his researches; his hatred' has further 
views. He must seek for a new word, which shall per
petuate in his own min~ and that of his brethren their blas
phemous hatred for the God of Christianity; and for this 
they adopt the inscription of the cross. t 

" Every Christian knows the signification of I. N. R. I., 

'" Bee the d8l"l8 ROIIII! Crucis. 
t See Robison's Proofil of a. Conspiracy, pp. ai. 118. 

• 
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Jew.a NazarenWl Rex JuiJLefmtm, (Jesus of Nazareth, King 
of the Jews.) The Rosicrucian is taught the following in
terpretation: The Jew of Nazareth, led by Raphael into 
Judea; an interpretation which, del'esting Christ of his di
vinity, assimilates him to a common man, whom the Jew 
Raphael conduct." to Jerusalem, there to suffer condign 
punishment for his crimes. As soon as the candidate has 
proved that he understands the masonic meaning of this 
inscription I.N. R. I., the master exclaims, my dear bre
tAren, tke WoM is found again, and all present applal,ld 
this luminous discovery, that HE whose death was the con
summation, and the grand mystery of the Christian reli
gion, was no more than a common Jew, crucified for his 
crimes. 

" It is thus that the seet have blasphemously adopted the 
very word which recalls to the Christian all that love which 
he bears for the Son of God expiring on the cross, for the 
sall'ation of mankind, as their watchword of hatred. They 
repeat it to each' other when they meet, and I. N. R. I. is to 
perpetuate their spite against him who loved them even 
unto the death of the cross. 

"It is not on the authority of persons strangers to the 
craft, that we have disclosed this atrocious mystery of oc
cult Masonry. What I have already said respecting my 
initiation to the first degrees, put me in the way of convers
ing with those whom I knew to be more advanced, and in 
many of these interviews it happened, that notwjthst~ding 
all their secrecy, some ungaarded expressions escaped the 
most zealou, adepts, which threw light on. the subject. 
Others lent me their books, presuming that their obscure
ness, and the want of the essential words, or the method 
of discovering them, would baffle all my attempts to 'under
stand them. I nevertheless discovered some of these 
words, such as Jehovah, by uniting -several pages, and only 
taking the bottom letter of each. This famous word dis
covered, I soon got knowledge of that of I. N. R. I. I then 
combined all that I had seen, all that I knew of the diffe-
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rent degrees, with what I had collected from divers conver
sations I had had with certain Masons, whose philosophism 
was otherwise unknown to me.. I afterwards conversed 
with the most candid men whom I' knew to be in the same 

. degrees. I reprobated particularly those ceremonies so 
evidently in derision of religion, and which they had never 
beheld but as games without any object. I never met with 
one who denied the fact. as I have stated thent. They 
owned the different reading of the word I. N. R. I. in the' 
degree Rosm Crucis, but they denied the most distant idea of 
the consequences which I had drawn. Some, on reflection, 
acknowledged them to be well founded, while others con-
sidered them as vastly exaggerated. ' 

.. At the time when the revolution took place, I combined 
my preceding discoveries, the decrees of the National As
sembly, and the secret of the first degree, and no longer 
doubted that Masonry was but a society formed by mel) 
who, on the first initiation of their adepts, gave them ihe 
words liberty and equality as their secret, leaving to 'well 
meaning and religious Masons, to interpret them according 
to their own principles; yet reserving to themselves to in
terpret (in their occult degrees) these same words according 
to the full extent of the French revolution." 

.. One of these brethren, who had long since been ad· 
mitted to the degree of Rosm Crucis, but who was, at the 

... Perhaps the reader would like to 888 remarks upon these initials by the 
.. Spirit of the Doctrineof Free Muonry." 

"In a high Degree,and evlUl in different ritual. of Free Masonry, there 
is a ceremony in which the ministers have a roed in their hands, and, aftl'r 
the love feut and ceremonial embrace, tht]} bum the/our initiallrfler6 I. 
N. R. L, tDh~h are the bGte of the mYltcriu of thif degree; at the slime 
time there appears, drawn apon the .ymbolic table, broken colWDDII, the 
veil rent, the cubic .tone overtumed, and covered with drop. of blood, a. 
if the dOltroyers of the widow's son had poured darkneBII, ignorance and 
disorder upon the earth, and had caused to di8llppear, and had destroyed 
the sound doctrine that Jesus had combined with that of Zoroa.ter." 
[The widow'. son, is commonly, Hiram Abitr.)-Elprit duDogme;p. 139. 
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same time, a very virtuous and religipus man, was much 
concerned at seeing me in this opinion. He tried every 
means to give me a better idea of the society in which he 
was proud of having filled the most honourable posts. This 
was a topic on which we had often conversed; and he 
wished much to make me a convert to Masonry. He was, 
indeed, almost affronted with me for saying that he was not 
initiated into all the mysteries of Masonry, though a Rosi
crucian; or else that this degree had its subdivision!'!, and 
that he was only partially acquainted with them. At length 
I convinced him of the fact, by asking the explanation of 
some of the masonic hieroglyphics; he owned that he had 
asked their meaning, but the explanation of them had been 
refused him ;. yet he had no doubt of their being as inno
cent emblems as the, square, the compass, the trowel, and. 
many others. I knew that he· had but one degree more to 
take, and the veil would be rent asunder. I proposed, or 
rather marked out the means by which he might acquire 
that degree; and then, I told him, all illusion as to the real 
object of the occult Masons would vanish. He was too 
eager for being initiated not t9 make a trial of the means I 
proposed; but he was convinced that it would prove inef
fectual, and only furnish him with new arms to combat my 
unjust prejudices against Masonry. A few days after, I saw 
him enter my room, but in such a state of agitation that his 
lips could scarcely utter, '0, my dear friend, my dear 
friend-you were in the right-Oh, how much you were in 
the right I-Where have I been? My God! where have I 
been l' 

"I easily understood these exclamations; but the poor 
man could scarcely recover himself so as to continue. 
He threw himself into a chair, as if he were exhausted, per
petually repeating, ' Where have I been? Oh, how much 
you are in the right !' I earnestly desired him to give me 
some particulars with which I was acquainted. 'Oh; how 
much you were in the right!' he repeated again j 'but that 
is all I can tell you.'-' Oh, unhappy man,' I exclaimed, 
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, you have then taken that execrable oath, and I am the 
person who has exposed you to that rash deed; I sincerely 
ask your pardon, but I protest, upon my word, that I never 
reflected on t1H~t execrable oath, when I suggested the 
means by whic~ you' might C4}nvince yourself, and le"am to 
kno~ those deteste«f beings who have so horribly abused 
your credulity. Ik~ow that it had been better for you to 
have been for ever ignorant of that fatol secret, than that 
you should learn it at the expense of so horrid an oath. I 
really did not reflect on it, or I should never have exposed 
you to it; no, I could not, in conscience.' 'It was really 
true, that I had never reflected on this oath. Without ex
amining whether such wicked oaths are binding, I feared 
being indiscreet. But it had been sufficient for me to have 
shown this gentleman that I was acquainted, at least in 
part, with these occult mysteries. He saw clearly b.y my 
questions, that he had taught me nothing new by an avowal 
which alone proves the very essence of thcs·e occult de
grees. 

" His fortune had been ruined by the revolution; and he 
declared to me, that it would from that moment be retriev
ed, provided he accepte,d of a proposal which had been 
made to him. ' If I choose,' said he, 'to go to London, 
Brusselles, Constantinople, or any other town I please, nei
ther I, my wife, nor my children, will ever want for any 
thing. '-' Yes,' I replied, 'but on condition only that you go 
there to preach Liberty and Equality; il' short, all the hor
rors of the Revolution.' 'You are rigltt,' replied he, 'but 
that is all I can say. Oh, my God, where have I been! I 
beg you will not question me any farther.' 

"This was sufficient for my present purpose; but I 
hoped in' time to learn further particulars. N or were my 
hopes vain. The following is what I have gathered from 
various Masons, who, finding me acquainted with the major 
part of their secrets, spoke the more openly to me, till at 
length, feeling how much they had been duped by this oc
cult sect, they would willingly hayc revealed all its myste-

• 

!' 
'h dna".!' 
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ries, could they have done it without exposing themselves 
t.o danger . 

.. The explanation which was given to an adept of all 
that he had before seen, on his admission to the degree of 
RosIe'Crucis, depended entirely-on the disposition they ob
se"ed in him. If they had to do with a man who was 
proof against their impiety, they sought to divert him 
from the church uuder pretence of regenerating his faith; 
they represented to him, that there existed an infinity of 
abuses in Christian,ity at present, with respect 'to the liber
ty and equality of the children of God. With them the 
word to be recovered was, a wish for a revolution which 
should revive those times, when every thing was common 
among Christians; when the distinctions of rich, of poor, 
or of high and mighty 10rt1s, were unknown. They were 
taught to look forward to the most happy regeneration of 
mankind, and almost to a new heaven and a new earth. 
[See Town's Speculative MaJlonry, for the masonic mille
nium, p. 171.] Credulous and simple minds were caught 
by such magnificent promises. They looked upon the re
volution as that sacred fire which was to purify the, earth ; 
and these credulous adepts were seen to second· the revo 
lution with the enthusiastic I!eal of a holy cause. This may 
be called mynical Masonry. Such was the craft of all 
those fools for whom the occult Masons set up the Prophe
tess La Brousse, so famous in the beginning of the revolu
tion. Such, again, was that of the weak minded Varlet, 
the Bishop in partilms of Babylon. I never could con
ceive where he had gathered his religious opinions, when 
with the greatest simplicity he complained, that I had com
bated them. I was informed of it by a guest of his, whose 
reputation of great knowledge in Masonry had acquired 
him a scat at the masonic repasts, which the poor simple 
man· used to give; and even at those dinners the difference 
was observable in the adepts, though of the same degree, 
each having received an explanation of the mysteries coin
cidin~ with his own disposition. Our simple Bishop viewed 
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the whole science of the craft .in no other light, tban as 
the perfection of the Gospel; and even in his repasts he 
was eve ... mindful of the precepts of the church, keeping 
abstinence on days appointed, &c. 
- "The apostate Dom Gerles, on the contrary, was a Ma-
-son of a quite different system or explanation. He already 
sung those verses which, in a letter since found among Ro, 
bespierre's papers,· he declares to have addressed to truth 
alone: 

.. Ni Clllte. ni Pretres, ni Roi, 
.. Car 1& NOllvelle Eve. o'eat toi."t 

" It was at these repasts that the Doctor La Mothe, a 
learned Rosicru~ian, behaved with a modesty which I,!eem-
ed to prognosticate that one day he would equally hate both 
the craft or Varlet and of Dom Gerles. The latter paid 
bis revolutionary debt to the guillotine; the other two are 
living, and I name them because I am not. afraid of being , 
contradicted, and because these sorts of anecdotes carry 
strong proof with them, and explain how many,persons of 
the most pious and charitable dispositions have been mis
led; how a Princess, the sister of the Duke of Orleans, 
was so blinded as even to pant after the revolution, which 
in her eyes was to be nothing less than the regeneration of 
the Cliristian world. 

" Such explanations of the Rosicrucian degree were only 
for those dupes in whom they remarketl a certain bias to
wards mysticity. The generality were abandoned to their 
own interpretations; but when an adept testified a great 
desire.of acquiring new lights, and was thought able to un. 
dergo1he necessary trials, he was admitted to the degree of 
Kado.ch, or of the regenerated man, where all ambiguity 
ceases. 

III ProcesVerbal. No. 57. 
t Neither worship, nor prieeta, Dor kinr. for thou art the new Eve. 

39 
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" It was to this degree that the adept or whom w,e l.ava 
before spoken, was admitted. Nor was the exhausted state 
in which he found himself, after baving' undergone those 
trials, to be wondered at. Adepts have told me, that no 
physical art is spared; that there is no machinery, spectres, 
terrors, &c. &c. which are not employed, to try the con
stancyof the candidate. Weare told by Mr. Montjoye, 
that the Duke of Orleans was obliged to ascend, and then 
throw himself off a ladder.' If that were all, he was most 
ltindly treated. A deepcnve, or rather a precipice, whence 
a narrow tower rises to the summit of the lodge, having no 
avenue to it but by subterraneous passages replete with 
horror, is the place where the candidate is abandoned to 
himself, tied hand and foot. In,this situation he finds him- . 
self raised from the ground by machines making the most 
frightful noise. He slowly ascends this dark vault, some
times ,for hours together, and then suddenly fans, as if he 
were not' ~upported by any thing. Thus mounting~d 
falliDg alternately, he must carefully avoid showing any 
sign of fear. All th~ however, is a very imperfect ac
count of the terrors of which men, who had undergone 
~ trials, speak. They dedar~ that it was impo88ible 
for them to give an exact description of them; they lost 
their Senses; they did not know where they were. Draughts 
were given them, which; adding to their corporal strength, 
did not restore them to their mental faculties; but rather 
increased their strength, only to leave them a prey to fury 
and terror.· 

" Many circumstances relating to this degree made us be
lieve, at first sight, that it was connected with Illuminism ; 
but, on examination, we find it to be only a further explana-

.. The ceremony of admiaion into the three fint degreee, ., in Ame
rica, of a 1_ brutal character than it was some yean ago. But probably 
\he Revolutionm. of France have eurpused othan in the eeverity of their 
triala of the candidate, .1 they certainly have in the number and atlocity 
of their degree •. 
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lion of the masonic allegory. Here again the candidate is 
transformed into an assassin. Here it is no longer the 
founder of Masonry, Hiram, who is to be avenged, but it 
is Molay, the Grand Master of the Knights Templars, anel 
the person who is to fall by the assassin's hand is Philippe 
Ie Bel, King of France, under whose reign the order of 
Templars wa.s destroyed. . 

" When the adept sallies forth from the cavern with the 
reeking head, he cries, Ne1com. (I have killed him.) Aftef 
.this atrocious trial he is admitted to take the oath. I learn
ed from one of the adepts, that at the time when he wu 
about to take the oath, one of the Knights Kadoacb held a 
pistol at his breast, making a sign that he would murd~ 
him if he did not pronounce iL On my asking if he believed. 
that he was in eamest~ he said that he certainly did believe 
80, though he could not be sure. At length the veil is rent 
.asunder. The adept is informed, that till now he had only 
been partially admitted to the truth; that liberty and ~ 
lily, which had constituted the first secret on his· admission 
into Maionry, consisted in recognis~g no superior on earth, 
and in viewing kings and pontiffs in no other light than as 
men on a level with their fellow men, having no other rights 
to ait on the throne, or to serve at the altar, but what the 
people had granted them, and of which they had the power 
of 4epriving them whenever they pleased. They are also 
informed, .that princes and priests have too long abused the 
goodness and simplicity of the people; that the grand 0b
ject of Masonry in building temples to liberty and equallty, 
is, to rid the earth of this double pest, by destroying every 
altar which credulity and superstition had erected, and every 
throne on which were only to be seen despots tyranninog 
over slaves. 

" These documepts concerning the degree of Kadoacb. 
are not merely taken from the works of Montjoye . and Le 
Franc, but from the adepts themselves. Besides, it is easy 
to perceive how exactly this account corresponds with the 
avowal of the adept, who was obliged to own that I WRll. 
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quite in the right when I told him that this was the final ob
ject of Free Masonry . 

.. Oh how profound the combination of these mysteries I 
their progress is slow and tortuous; but how artfully each 
degree tends to the grand object! 

.. In the two first degrees, that is to say, in those of ap
prentice andfellow craft, the sect begins by throwing out its 
liberty and equality. After that it occupies the attention of 
its 'novices with puerile games of fraternity, or masonic re
pasts; , but it already trains its adepts to the profoundest se
crecy by the most frightful oaths. 

" In that of mas er, it relates to the allegorical history of 
Adoniram, who is to be avenged; and of the tDOrd which 
is to be recove ,·d. 

" In the degree of elect, it trains the adepts to vengeance, 
without pointing out the p rson on whom it is to fall. It 
earries them back' to the time . f the patriarchs, when, ac
cording to them, men knew no religion but that of Qat11re, 
and when every body was equary priest and pontift: But 
it had not as yet declared, that aU religion revealed since 
the time of the patriarchs was to be thrown aside. 

" This last mystery is only developed in the Scotch de
grees. There the brethren are declared free; the word so 
long sought for is Deism; It is the worship of Jehovah; 
such as was known to the philosophers of nature. The 
true Mason becomes the Pontiff of Jehovah, and such is 
the grand mystery by which he is extricated from that dark
ne~ in which the profane are in'Volved . 

.. In the degree of Rosre Crucis, he who wrested the word, 
who destroyed the worship of Jehor:a", is Christ himself, 
the author of Christianity; and it is on the- gospel and on 
the Son of Man that the adept is to avenge the brethren, 
the Pontiffs of Jehovah. 

" At length, on his reception as Kadosch, he learns that 
the assassin of Adoniram is the king, who is to be killed to 
avenge the grand master Molay, and the order of the M,a
sons, successors to the Knights T~mplars. The religion 
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which is to be destroyed to recover the word, or the true 
doctrine, is the religion of Christ, founded on revelation. 
This word, in itS full extent, 'is liberty and equality, to be 
establiShed by the total' overthrow of the altar 8Jld the 
throne. 

" Such are the incipient degrees, the process, and the 
whole system of Masonry; it is thus thllt the sect, by its 
gradual explanation of its two-fold principle of liberty and 
equality, of its allegory of the founder of Masonry to be 
revenged, of the word to be recovered, leading the adepts 
from secret to secret, at length initiates them into the whole 
Jacobinical code of the revolution. 

"We are not to lose sight of the extreme care with 
which the adept is questioned on all that he' has seen be
fore, whenever he is initiated'to a new degree, lest he should 
overlook the intimate' connexion subsisting between each; 
alld thus, in the first degrees, liberty and equality are given 
to him as 'the secret, while the complete explanation and 
application of them form the mysteries .of the last. 

" The more frightful these hidden mysteries of the lodges 
shall appear to the historian, the more strenuously it be
comes his duty to insist on the numbers of honest Masons, 
who never partook of these horrid mysteries: Nothing is 
more easy than to be duped in Masonry. Such may have 
been the lot of those who only seek to make acquaintance 
in the lodges, or to pass their leisure hours with men appa
rently intimate at first sight. It is true, that this intimacy 
seldom extends beyond the walls of the lodge; but the 
days of their meeting are often days of festivity. These 
repasts are eertainly heightened by the temporary equality, 
which adds much to the mirth of the meeting; and all 
cares subside for .he day. 

"What has been said of certain assemblies where de
cency was not respected, is most certainly the invention of 
calumny. The extreme order and morality of these meet
ings, has often proved a snare to captivate those who are 
to be caught with outward appearances; and Cagliostro's 
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infamous bebaviour would bave made many desert the 
I~. This monstrous Adonis disgusted all Strasburg, 
and was betrayed by the cries of the Egyptian sisters. It 
was no longer the age wben the mysteries of the Adamites 
could be approved of. He was driven from that town for 
having attempted to introduce them. He would, in like 
manner, have ruined the craft, had he continued to cQn
found his lodges with those of the east. Such w~ not the 
bebaviour of our modem Masonry. On the eqntrary, it 
appeared, that it had neither religion nor government in 
view; and they were seldom mentioned in the general~ty of 
lodges. It was only on the day of initiation, that the re
Becting adept could surmise that it had any future object; 
but ev.en on those very days, the trials were rather a subjeCt 
of diversion than of reflection; and so far froD\-meditating 
on the allegorical emLlems, they were rather diverted from 
it by the sect, until favourable dispositions had been disco
vered in them for their farther initiation. The sect well 
knew, that a day would come, when a small number of the 
Occult Masons would sUffice to put all the inferior multi
tude of adepts in motiou. It is thus that it may be easily 
explained, bow there have existed 80 many bonest Masons, 
and how so many are still to be found, who have never 
surmised any thing in their games, but the mysteries of an 
innocent liberty and equality, no ways alluding either to re
ligion or to the state. 

" In defence of English Masonry, we may add, that they 
allow only of the three first degrees. Prudence and wis
dom have made them reject .the wish of avenging the deatb 
of Adop-iram on his pretended assassin, a wish that we 
have seen converted in the occult lodges into a desire of re
venging the Masons, and their founder, Molay, and then 
into a. wish of avenging the masonic liberty and equality by 
the extinction of all kings. Nothing of this is to be found 
in the English Masonry. Noris tbat mysterious pursuit of 
the IDOI'd which was lost by Adoniram, to be traced. You 
are immediately informed tbat it is Jehooah. [Vide p. 160. 
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of this volume.] He who could wish to draw certain infe
rences from this, would have a long course of re,asoning to 
run through, none of which appear to have ever been 
thought of by the English MasonS. With them, Je/wvaA is 
no more than the universal God of human nature; it is, to 
be sure, rather extraordinary, that they should pretend to be 
the only people who have any knowledge of that God ; but 
their cOnclusion is, that all mankind, and partiCUlarly the 
Free Masons, ought to live with, and succour each other, 
like brethren. Nothing appears in their mysteries tencnng 
towards the hatred of Christianity, Qr that of kings. 

" Their laws and institutes, with respect to religion, are 
comprehended in declaring, 'That, a Mason will never be 
a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious libertine. That though, 
in former times every Mason was obliged to profess the re
ligion of the state or nation he lived in, at present"leaving 
every one to enjoy his own private opinions, they, are only 
bound to follow the religion in which every body agrees; a 
religion which consists in being good, sincere, modest, and 
men of honour.' Certainly such laws do not oblige the 
English Mason to be a Deist, but only to be an honest man, 
whatever may be his religion. 

"With regard to the civil powers, a part of their laws 
are expressed as follows: 'A Mason shall be a peaceable 
subject, and cheerfully conform to the laws of the country 
in which he resides. He shall not be concerned in plots or 
conspiracies against government; and he shall pay proper 
respect to the civil magistrate. Should a brother be impli
cated in rebellion agllinst the state, he shllll not be ~pport
ed in his rebellion.' Such are the laws to be found in Tho
mas Wolson and William Preston, the one full of con
tempt, the other full of zeal for English Masonry; both, 
nevertheless, agree as to the laws of the lodges. We are 
not, therefore, to confound English Masonry with the oc
cult lodges, which they have prudently rejected. 

" We perfectly well know, that maay English are initiated 
in the ,occult mysteries of the Rosicrucians and Scotch de-
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grees; but it is not their occult .cience :which constitutes 
them English Masons; for' the first three degrees are all 
that are acknowledged in England." [Vide p. 160.] 

This is the view the Abbe Barruel takes of the occult 
lodges of French Free Masonry. To our ears his language 
is occasionally severe; but then we forget that he lived in 
the darkes~ scenes created, not merely by the irreligious 
principles of Brother Frederic, B.rother Voltaire, and Bro
ther Robinet! but by the active labours of Brother OrIeans 
and Egalite, Brother Condoreet, and Brother Mirabeau 11* 

The lodges were the schoolrooms, these were the teach
ers, and 600,000 men of France were the pupils. It is as
tonishing to what extent they carried the use of Free Ma
sonry. Paris alone contained 150 lodges. Good men and 
bad met there to prosecute the schemes of revolutionary 
reform. The result showed what principles predominated 
in the schools of the political reformers; and the Abbe, 
who observed the working of the elements, who laboured 
to avert the threatened -destruction, and who, finally, saw 
every Christian altar in France demolished; the throne 
overturned; and was himself banished by the factions which 
had ~utually tom each other, and deluged Paris with blood 
-may be pardoned for the indignation he expresses against 
those nocturnal fraternities, in which all tlUs evil was 
hatched. 

" We live in free America, and not in despotic France. 
We Jive under a constitution securing liberty of conscience, 
and not under the terrors of Papacy. Shall we fear. the 
machinations of-corrupt politicians? the doctrines of'im
piety 1 the schemes of selfish reformers 1" No, reader; 

.... to On! On! my dear brethreD, Pl11'11110 your great lecturo, 
" And refine OD the rules of old Azchitecture; 
U High honour to MallODll, the craft daily hrings, 
.. To thOle Broth8111 of princes, and Fellow8 of lEinga." 

Book '!I Com. ed.1792, p. 144. 
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for one, 1 8&y 110. We desire to fear God. But there are. 
some it is prudent to watch againsL And whom more 
than one already found very treach~s1 Whom more 
than one that works by night 1 Whom more than one that 
professes to be light, and dwells in concealment with a 
deadly weapon, and a more fearful oath, to guard the ap
proach to her dark lodge 1 

I am not atraid for Christianity; not for the free inltitutions 
of my country; not for the integrity and purity of brother 
Masons. The cause of religion will continue to advance; 
the cause of liberty is in a state of prosperity ; and the intel
ligenceand morality of this people, and of the world, is 
daily improving. 

And what is Free Masonry, that we should fear it 1 A 
swelling bubble. Professor Robison was well acquainted 
with it; hear him. And do not be surprised, if, under his 
hands, it appears more justly contemptible than it has yet 
done. 

40 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 

COfttainittg General View, of Free JJlfUORry, and of }"ench 
MfUonry. 

INTRODUCTION tb" Proofs of a Conspiracy against all the Re
ligions and Governments of Europe, carried on in the se
cret meetings of Free Masons, Illuminati, and Reading 
Societies; collected from good autborities, by John 
Robison, A. M. Professor of Natural History, and Secre
tary to the Royal Soeiety of 'Edinburgh. [New-York, 
A. D. 1798.] 

" IN my early life I had taken some part in the OCOflpa

tion. (shall I call them) of Free Masonry; and having 
chiefly freq~ented the lodges on the continent, I had learn
ed many doctrines, and seen many ceremonials, which have 
no place in the simple system of Free Masonry, which ob
tains in this country. I had also remarked, that the whole 
was much more the object of reflection and thought, than 
I could remember it. to have been among my acquaintances 
at home. There I had seen a Mason Lodge considered 
merely as a pretext for passing an hour or two in a sort of 
decent conviviality, not altogether void of some, rational 
occupation. I had sometimes heard of differences of doc
trines or of ceremonies, but in terms which marked them 
88 mere frivolities. But, on the continent, I found them 
matters of serious concern and debate. Such, too, is the 
contagion of example, that 1 could not hinder myself from 
thinking one opinion better founded, or one ritual more ap
posite and significant, than another; and I even felt some· 
thing like an nnxiety for its being adopted, and a zeal for 
making it a general practice. I had been initiated in a ve-
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ry splendid lodge at Liege. of which the Prince Bishop, his 
Trefonciers, and the chief noblesse of the state. were mem
bers. I visited the J"reDch lodges at Valenciennes, at Brue
sels. at Aix-la-ChapeUe, at Berlin, and Koningsberg; and I 
had picked up some printed discourses delivered by the 
brother orators of the lodges. At S1. Petersburgh I COD

nected myself with the English lodge, and occasionally vi
sited the Germao.and Russian lodges held there. I found 
myself received with particular respect 88 a Scotch Mason, 
and as an Elev6 of the Lodge de la PM/aite Intelligence 
at Liege." I was importuned by persons of the first rank to 
pursue my masonic career .through many degrees unknown 
in this country. But all the splendour and elegance that I 
saw, could nat conceal.a fiivolity in every port.· It appear
ed a tiaseltl8ll fabric, and I could not think of engaging in 
an occupation which would consume much time, cost me 
a good deai of money, and perhaps excite in me some of 
that funaticism;- or. at least, enthusiasm. that I saw in 
others. and perceived to be void of any rational support. I 

* Iii 1'7'74, ProfG.,r Robison was invited by the magistrates of EdiJ)
burgh to the Profeaorship of Natural Philosophy, in the University of 
Edinburgh. In 1786, h. wa. elected a memblll' of the Phil..,phica1 So. 
ciety in Philadelphia, ovor which Mr. Jufi'eJ'8on long presided. In 1797, he 
was elected a member of the Royal Society of Mancheatur. In 1799, the 
JJniveJ'8ity of G1algow, where he had received hi. education, conferred on 
him the honorary degree of Doctor of Law.. In 1800, he w .. unanimous

-lyelected a foreign member (of which they admit bU,t aix) of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciencetl at SL Petersburg, Rossia • 

.. Ilia charaoter in private life," says one writing (rom Edinburgh, .. is so 
well established among those who know him best, that it would be ridicu
lou, bere, to call in qlleation Au m-acil!I or abilitiu."-E. Smith. 

Hiswork,first published in the autumn of 1797, produced a powerful 
.efi'ect in Britain, and wu a principal call8e of the act of Parliament of 1799, 
.which to.,ped the light of Masonry in Great Britain .. 

Few intelligent rentlemen have had the inlercourse with the lodges of 
the vanoUl capitals of Europe, which has fallen to tbe lot of Professor Ro
biROn. HiB Muonly Wall his letler of introduction; and be honoured it .• 

Shan nohuch a man know ita worth ~ 

.. 
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therefOre remained in the English lodge, contented with 
the rank of Scotch Master, which was in a manner forced 
,on me in a private lodge of French Masons, but is not 
given in the English lodge. -My masonic' rank admitted 
~e to a very elegant entertainment in the female Loge de 
la Fidelite," where every ceremonial. was composed in the 
highest degree of elegance, and every thing conducted 
with the most'delicate respect for our fair sisters,. and the 
old song of brotherly love was chanted in the most refined 
strain of sentiment. I do not suppose that the Parisian 
Free' Masonry of forty-five degrees could give me more 
entertainmenL" 

-' 

Ten years had elapsed, and. the interest of Professor 
Robison in Free Masonry had subsided, when the conti
nental disputes _of the German Masons, their meetings of 
delegates, their mystical doctrines, and open charges of 
corruption, copiously furnished in the German papers, 
aroused, in 1795, his attention to the subject anew. _ 

.. My curiosity was now greatly excited. • got, from a 
much respected friend, many Qf the preceding volumes of 

I 

* " The ladies claim right to come into our light, 
.. Since tho apron, thoy lay,- is th~r bearing." 

Book of COIU. p. 258. 

Brellmm may start at the mention of a female lodge: we shaD hear 
more of them iil ~eseqllel. 

Smith, in his treatise upon' Free Masonry, is ardent for the extension of 
tnasonic privilcgel to females: 80 are other. of that period, A. D. 1'784. 
The Clliebratcd Dr. Dodd, who was executed at Tyburn, l'7'7'7,for forgery, 
had this maUer mIlch at heart. 

Whethor tbi. has been accomplished in England, is donbtful: but on the 
continent it is no longcr a problcm, whether a woman can be a Mason. 
1>r. 'Daleho, the Sovereign Inspector Genoral, in a note (p.29.) to bis ora
tioD,"!3d Sept. 6801," lays: .. Although in the symbolic lodge, no woman 
iI' admitted into a knowledge of their mysteries, yet in the superior degrees, 
there is a/emale lodge, handsomely calculated to interest the delicacy of & 

fDlllale mind. In this lodge none but females are admitted, and thm olli.. 
cers are'sl'lectcd from alllong themsol'Ves." 
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the Religions BegebenAeiten, in hopes of much information 
from the patient industry of German erudition. This open
ed a new and very interesting scene; I was frequently sent 
back to England, from whence, all agreed, that Free Ma
sonry had been imported into Germany.'" I was frequent
ly led into France, and into Italy. There, and more re
markably in France, I found that the lodges had become 
the haunts· of many projectors and fanatics, both in sci
ence, in religion, and in politics, who had availed them
selves of the secrecy, and tile freedom of speech maintained 
in these meetings, to broach their particular whims, or sus
picious doctrines, which, if published to the world in the 
usual manner, would have exposed the aUthors to ridicule, 
or to censure. . These projectors had contrived to tag their 
peculiar nostrums to the mummery of Masonry, and were 
even allowed to twist the masonic emblems and ceremonies 
to their purpose; so that, in their hands, Free Masonry be· 
came a thing totally unlike, and almost in direct opposi
tion to the system (if it may get such a name) imported 
from England; and some lodges had become schools of 
irreligion and licentiousness." 

Having spoken of the complaisance of the French, and 
their ambition to govern the fashions, and to control the 
opinions of Europe, he adds: 

" 1 know no subject in which this aim at universal influ
ence on the opinions of men, by holding themselves forth 

" .. It ia to be particularly remarked, that all our brethren a broad pro
f_ to have received the mystery of Free Masollry from Britain. Tbis is 
surely a puzzle in the history; and we mUlt leave it to othels to reconcile 
this with the repeated alBertions in Anderson's Book of Constitutions, 
.. That tbe fraternity existed all over the world;" and the numberless ex
amples whicli he adduces of its exertions in other coQntries; nay, with his 
repeated uaertioD~ that it ftequelltly was Ilear fKlrishing in Britain, and 
that OQr prinees were obliged to send to Franco, and other countries, for 
leading men. to restore it to its former energy among U~. We shall find by 
and hy that this is not a point of mere historical curiosity, but that much 
hinges on it."-Robi.on,p. 26. 

• • 
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as the models of exceUence and elegance, is more clearly 
leen. than in the care that they have been pleased to take 
of Free Masonry. It seems, indeed, peculiarly suited to 
the talents and taste of that vain and ardent people. Base
less and frivolous. it admits of every form that Gallic refine
ment can invent to recommend it to the yoUng. the gay, 
the luxurious; that class of society which alone deserves 
their care, because. in one way or another, it leads all other 
classes of society.' 

.. It has accordingly happened, that the homely Free Ma
sonry imported from England has been totally changed in 
every country of Europe, either by the imposing ascendan· 
cy of French brethren, who are to he found every where 
re~dy to instrUct the world, or by the importation of the 
doctrines. and ceremonies, and ornamentS of the Parisian 
lodges. Even England. the birth-place of Masonry,· has 
experienced the French innovations; and all the repeated 
injunctions, admonitions and reproof~ of the lodges, can· 
not prevent those in different parts of the- kingdom from 
admitting the French novelties, full of tinsel, and glitter. 
and high sounding titles. t 

Were this a)), the harm would not be greaL But, long 
before good opportunities had occurred for spreading the 
refinements on the simple Free Masonry of England, the 
lodges in France had become places of very serious dis· 
cussion. where opiniolls in morals, in religion. and in poli
tics, had been promulgated and maintained with a freedom 
and a keenness of which we in this favoured land have no 
a~equate notion, because we are unacquainted with the reo 

-r0
'--

~ The .proof of tbis is no 1_l&liafactory than surprising. It is wonder. 
fill how men are duped witb the pretended origin and antiquity of 'Muon· 
rl. Fru:Jl tbe creation! And framed by Solomon !-There was never a'ny 
thing 80 absurd. But men declare it boldly. and are "ot eontradicted ; the 
llimple, yea, and the wise, believe there is some truth in it. 

t l'arliament,however, bave found a way to prevent it, by a.latule with 
"mple penalti@.-GtIlTgelJl. 1799. 
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atraints which, in other countries, are laid on ordinary con-
\ versabon. In consequenee-of this, the French innovations 
in Free Masonry were quickly followed in all parb of Eu
rope, by the admission of similar w.cussions, although in 
direct opposition to a standing rule, and a declaration made 
to every newly received brother, ~f that ROtling touclUng 
tile religion or government ,/uill ever be spolen of ia ,1&6 
lodge." 

.. But the lodges in other countries followed the example 
of France, and have frequently become the rendezvous of 
innovators in religion and polities, and other disturbers of 
the public peace. In short, I have found that the covert of 
a Muon lodge had been employed in every country for 
venting anc:l propagating sentiments in religion. and poli~ 
that could not have circulated in public without ~posing 
the author to great danger. I found that this impunity' had 
gradually encouraged men of licentious principles to be
come more bold, and to teach doctrines subversive of all 
our notions of morality-of all our coRfidenc,e in the mo
ral government of the universe-of all our hopes of im
provement' in a future state ,of eXistence--and of all satiE
faction and contentment with our present life, 80 long as 
we live in a state of civil subordination. I .have heen 
able to trace these attempts, made through a course of 
fifty yean, under· the specious pretext of enbghtening the 
world by the torch of philosophy, and of dispelling. the 
clouds of civil and religious superstition, which keep the 
natioJls of Europe in darkness and sJavery. (p. 14.) 

.. It was in the lodges held at st. Germain's that the de
gree of Chevalier ¥a9on EcossWs was-· added to the three 
SYKBOLlPAL degrees of English Masonry. The constitu-, 
'tion, as imported, appeared too coarse for the refined taste 
of our neighbours, and they must make Masonry more like 
the occupation of a gentleman. Therefore, the English 
degrees of apprentice, fellow-craft, and master, were called 
symbolical, and the whole fraternity was considered, either 
as typical of something more eJegant, or as a preparation 
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for it. The degrees afterwards superadded to this, leave us 
in doubt which of these views the French entertain of oUr 
Masonry. But at all events this rank of Scotch Knight 
was called theftr,t degree of the MafOR Parfait. 

u In 1716, this, and still higher degrees of Masonry, were 
much in vogue in the Court of France. The refining ge
nius of the French, and their love of show, made the hum
ble denomination of the English brethren disgusting; and 
their passion for military rank, the only character that con
nected them with the court of an absolute monarch, made 
them adapt Free Masonry to the same scale of public esti
mation, and invent ranks of MafOll8 Chevalier" 'ornament
ed with titles, and ribbons, and stars. These were highly 
relished by that vain people; and tbe price of reception, 
which was very high, became a rich fund, that was gene
rously applied to relieve the wants of the banished British 
and Irish adherents of the unfortunate family who had ta-

. ken refuge among them. [The Stuarts, who carried Ma
sonry to France, as Mr. Robison supposes.] Three new 
degrees of Novice, Eleve, and C/~alier, were soon added, 
and the Parfait MafOR had now seven receptions to go 
through, for each of which a handsome contribution was ' 
made. Afterwards, when the first beneficent purpose of 
this contribution ceased to exist, the finery that now glitter
ed in all the lodges made a stiU more craving dem!lDd for 
reception money, and ingenuity was set to work to invent 
new haiti for the Parfait Maf01l. More degrees of chi
valry were added, interspersed with degrees of Philo'ophe, 
Pellerin, ClainJoyant, &c. &c.' till some Parisian lodges 
had forty-five ranks of Masonry, having fifteen orders of 
chivalry.· For a .knighthood, with a ribbon and a star, 
was a bonne bouc/,e, given at every third step~ (p.29.) 

'" We are running the q.me race in this country. In 1730. Free Ma
lonry was first introduced among us. Noauthoritywu then exercised by 
any body of Masons above a Master's Lodge and tbe G1'IUId Lodge. In 
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... 'l'husaccustomed to allegory, to fiction, to finesse, and 
to a sort of innocent hypocrisy, by which they cajoled them
selves into a notion that thi, child's play had at bottom a 
serious and important meaning, ,the zealous champions ,of 
Free MasonrY found no inclination to check this inventive 
,spirit, or circumscribe its flights. Tbere can be no doubt, -
that in those hidden assemblies, a, free communication of 
sentiment was highly relished, and much indulged, while. 
the lodges became schools of scepticism' and infideli~'. 

(p. 30.) , 
" Dutit is not a matter of mere pr()bability, that the Ma

son lOdges were the seminaries of libertine instructions. 
We have distinct proof of -it, even in some of ;the French 
degrees. In the degree ealled theCIUlvalier d~ Soliel;1I- the 
whole ins~ction is aimed against the established religion 
of the kingdom. The professed ohject is the emancipation 
from error, and tbe discovery of truth. The inscriptioniu 
the east'is WtBdom,Watin the nortb is Liberty. that in'the 

1':'97, the first Grand Chapter was organized i by which 5c\·cral objects 

were a.ttained : 
1. Initiation'fees frOlll the Doviciates. 
2. Prodigioaa bigh ollices and SODOroUS titles for the active !pembers 

of the new establishment. 
3. ADd an opportunity for the wealtby and ambitious to ste~ 01:et the 

beads of the herd of master Masons, and to have a more honourable place .. 
and a more splendid equipage, on all public occasions. . 

There were ODe hundfed Chapters in the state, of New-York alone in 
1825. A. 0.1'79'7, the first Grand Encampment of Knights Templa~ of 
North Ameri;', was constituted at Pbiladelphia. Now we ,have many 
Grand Encampments, and a Getlcral Grand Encampment. . 

Within the last few years a new Masonic Princedom has been received 
ameog us. Its name i. Couneil, and, con~deri,n, the friv~lity pf. Masonry, 
its ..,.d has been like madaQ88. The number of Councils is already 

great. -, 
Besides this, we have divers now degrees; late inventions. ] hoar thom 

called" BeauUful." If gentlemen will be pleased with'such things, thA 

more is the pity. 
* !11th of Dalcho. 
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south is CMl8tan&y, and in the west is Caution; terms which 
are, very significant. The ·Tre. V mer_Ie is. A.daRl; the 
I8Dior warden is Tn,ath, and all the brethren are children of 
'fruth. The procesa of reception iii 'Very well contrived : 
,he whole ritual is decent atMiarcumapect, anchiothing 0c

curs which can alarm the IDoat timid •. Brother Truth is 
uked, What is the hour t He informs Father Adam, 
that among lIlen it is. the hour of darkness, but that it is 
mid:-day..m the lodge. The candidate is uked.Why he 
h-.s knocked at the door, and wbat is becOme of the eight 

. companions. (He is one of tlie Elu..) He says, that the 
world is indarluless, and his comp8mollS and he have lost 
each other; that Hesperiu, the star of Europe, is obtcared 
by clouds of incense,ofi"ered up by superstition to despots, 
who have made themselves gods, and have.retired into the 
inmost recesses of their palaoes, that they may not be re
cogniSed. to be men, while ~eir priests are deceiting the 
peopJe, and caUsing them to worship these divinities. 

"This shape given to the plasti~ mysteries of Masonry, 
was much relished, and in a very short time this new path 
was completely explored, and a new series of degrees was 
added to the list, viz. the Nooice, and Elect of the Tncth, 
andthe Sublime PhiloslYfJ/&er. In the progrejlSthrough these 
degrees, the brethren must forget that they have formerly 
been .Chevaliers de l'Orient~ ChefJalien de Z'Aigle, when' 
the symbols were all explained as typical of the life 
and immortality brought to light bY.the gospel. Inde(ld, 
they are taught to class this among the other cloud.. which 
have been dispened by the sun of reason~ Even in the 
OhetJalerie de l' Aigle, there is a two-fold explanation given 
of the symbols, by which a lively im~tion may conceive 
the whole history, and peculiar doctrines of the New Tes
tament, as being typical of the final triumph of reason and 
philosophy over enor. And perhaps this degree is the very 
first step in the .pllU} of ILLUJIlNATION. 

"We are not to suppose that this was carried to extremity 
at once. But it is certain, that before 1743, it had become 
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universal, and that the lodges of Free Masonry had be
come the plaeee,'for making proselytes to every strange, o~ 
DOKious doctrine. Theurgy, OOIflWI!O'IIY, Cabala, andmany 
wbimaical, and mysti~ doctrines, which have been grafted 
on the distinguishing tenets, and the pure morality of the 
lew8 and Christians; were &:Objects of frequent discussion 
in the lodges. ' 

"These filcta and obsemtions fully account for the zeal 
with which all'thia paieh-work ad<fjtion tOibe 'simple Free 
Masonry of England 'was proseCuted in France. It'sui
priaea 08 Britons, WM are aCcustollle4l, to conaider the w1uJle 
til a matter of dlJntUelllflftt for VI y()tlflg met., who are 1!1ad of 
(MY pretezt for intlulgin.g in ctmt1ivialilg. We generally 
confttler a fIUIft, fIIlw.iJu:ed in life, tDith lUI reBpeCt, if I,e 
,hom, any .eriouI attachment to Buch 'Aing.. But, in Fr&nee, 
the civil and religieus restraint on conversation, made these 
secret 88lemblies very precious; and they were much fre
quenied by men of letters, who there found an opportunity 
of expressing in safety their dissatisfaction with'those re
straints, and with that inferiority of- rank and condition to 
which they wer~ subjected, and which appeared to, them
selves 80 inadequate to their own talents and merits. 

" 7Yae A-vocat. de Parlement, the young men of no for
tune~ the unbeneficed Abb~, and tM soi-diMnt p~loso
phen, formed a numerous band, frequented the lodges, and 
there discussed every topic of religion and politics. Spe
cimen!l of this occupation appeared; from time to time, in 
Collections of Discourses delivered by the brother orator_ 
I once liad in my posseSBion two volumes of these dis
courses, which I now regret that I left in a lQdge on the 
continent, when my relish for Free Masonry had forsaken 
me. One of these is a discourse by Brother ROOinet, de
livered in the L9gedu,'CAevalier. BienfaiBaat. de la 8(liRte 
Citi at Lyons, at a visitation by the Grand Master the Dw; 
de CluJrtres, afterwards Orleans, and ~1!a1ite. In this
discourse we have the germ and su~tance of his noted 
work, tbe Sy.teme de la Naturp-, tm l' Homme moral et pAy-
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sique. . In another discourse delivered by Brother Condor
cet in the Loge des PililaletMB, at Strasburg, we have the 
outlines of his posthumous work, Le ProgrelNle r Eqwit 
/""nain": and in another, deli,-ered" by Mirabeau, in the 
Loge des Oker:aliers BienfaUants at Paris, we have a great 
deal of the levelling principles, and COIJJDopolitism,·whiclt 
he thundered from the tribunes of the National Assembly. 
But the "most remarkable performances of this kind are, the 
Archives Mystico-Henaetique8, and the De. Et'reUr6, eI de 
10 Verite. The first is considered as an account historical 
and dogmaticai, of the procedure and system of the "Loge 
des Ohevaliers BienfaiBa7ffI at Lyons. "This was the most 
zealous and systematical of all the cosmopolitical lodges in 
France. It worked long under the patronage of its Grand 
Master the Due de Ohartres, afterwards Orleans, and at 
last, PII. Egalite. It sent out many affiliated JodgC8, which 
were crected in various parts of the French dominions. 
The daughter lodges at Paris, Strasbourg, LiUe, Thoulouse, 
took tbe additional title of Pl,,1alethes. There arose some 
schisms, as may be expected, in an/association where every 
man is encouraged to broach, and to propagate, any the 
most singular opinion. These schisms were continued 
with "some heat, but "we~e, in a great measure, repaired in 
lodges which took the name of Amis reutlis de la Verite. 
One of this denomination at Paris became very eminent. 
The mother lodge at Lyons extended its correspondence 
into Germany, nndother foreign countries, and sent consti
tutions or systcms by which the lodges c~nducted their ope
rations . .-

" The book Des Erreurs et de Ja Verite must, therefore, 
be considered as a classical book of these opinions. We 
know that it originated in the Loge des Chev. Bienfaisants 
at Lyons. We know that this lodge stood, as it were, at 

'" Citizenship of (he world, from the Gff'ckwords ('onno., world, and 
PO!iI, a city. 
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the head of Frene11 Free Masonry, and tlUll thejictitious 
order of .hlasonic Kllights Templars was formed in tAU 
lodge, aoo was ccmsidered as the model of oJl the rest of 
this mimic chit·alry.- 'fhey proceeded so far in this mum
mery. as even to have the clerical tonsures. ,The duke of ' 
Orleans, his son, the elector of Bavaria, and some other 
German princes, did not scruple at this mummery in their 
own persons. In all ,the lodges of reception, the brother 
orator ne~er failed to deelaim on the topic of superstition, 
blind to the exhibition' he was then making, or indifferent 
as to the vile, hypocrisy of it. We have, in the Ii~ts of ora
tors and office-bearers, many names of persons, who have 
had an opportunity at last of proe~iming their sentiments 
in public. The Abbe Sieyes was of the lodge of rhilale
thes :at Paris, and also at Lyons. Lequioio, author of the 
most profligate book that ever disgraced a press, the Pre
juges vaincus par la Raisoll, wus warden in the lodge 
CampacJe Sociale. Desprcmenil, Bailly~ Fauchet, Maury, 
Mounier, were of the same system, though in different 
lodges. 'fhey were called Martinists, from a St. Martin 
who founded a schism in the system of the Chevaliers Bien
faisants, of which we have oot .any very precise account. 
Mercier gives some account of it in his Tableau de Paris, 
and in his Annee, 1888. The breach alarmed the brethren, 
nnd occasioned grent heats. , But it was healed; and the 
fraternity took the name of Moo a,l Renis, whIch is an ana
gram of des Amis Reunis. The bishop of' Autun, Abbe 
Perigord, the man so beprnised as the benevolent citizen of 
the world, the friend of mankind and of good order, was 
senior warden of another lodge ai Pari,S, established in 1786, 

.. 'This is the flLvourite order of knighthood with Americ&ll M&BODs; 
&lid ita ritual,. as published in 1821, claims for it .aD origin in Jerusalem, 
A. D. 1118; and the order of the Red CroI8, in the ~ourt of Darius, du
ring the &bylonish captivity!-nmplar'. Chart, pp. 9 and 28. When 
will this contempt of truth and of common aense receive proper chasti.e-
.ment~ , 
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(I think chiefly by Orleans and himself,) which afterwards 
~me the Jacobin club. In shorr" we may assert with 
oonfidenee, that the Mason lodges in France were the hot· 
beds, where the seeds were sown and tenderly rear~, of 
all the pemiciQus doct,ines which soon after choked every 
moral and religious cultiv.tion, and have ma«Ie the eociety 
worse than a waste; have made it a noisome marsh of hUe 
IJl8.Il corruption, filled with every rank and poisonous weed. 

"These lodges 'were rreq~ented by persons of all ranks, 
and of every profession. The/idle and the frivolous found 
amusement, and glittering things to ti,ckle their satiated fan· 
cie&'. . There they became the dupes of the declamations 
of the crafty and licentious Abbes, and writen, of every de
nomination. Mutual enco1ll'agement in the indulgence of 
hazardous thoughts, and opinions which flatter our wishes 
or propensities, is a lure which few minds can resist. I be
lieve that most men have felt this in some period of their 
lives •. I can find no other way for accounting for· the com
pany q.at I have seen in a Mason lodge. The lodge de 1a 
Parfaite Intelligence, at Liege, contained, in December 
1770, the prince bishop and the greatest part of his chap
ter; and all the office-bearElfl were dignitaries of the 
church; yet a discourse given by the brother orator was as 
poignant a satire on supentition and credulity, as if it had 
been written by Voltaire. It Was under the auspices of 
this lodae~ that the collection of discourses which I men
tioned above Was published; and there is no rault found 
with brother Robinet, nor brother Condorcet." ." 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

~ BOfAe account'of Germaa Masonry; and. of the em
basy in pursuit of the Masonic secret 10 t~ 'caver of Old 

. Aberdeen. 

, ' 

(P.53.) "BUT it is now time to turn Qur eya'to the 
progress of Free Masonry in Germany, lirtd the D9rtb of 
Europe; there it took a more erioui! tum~ Free Masonry 
was imported into Germany somewhat later than into 
France. The first German lodge that we have any account 
of, is that at Cologne, erected in 1716; but very .soon 8Up-' 
pressed.Before the year l'i'J5, there were ,many, both in 
Protestant and Catholic Germany., Those of Wetzlar, 
Frankfort on the Maine, Brunswick" and Hamburg, are 
the oldest, and their priority is doubtful. All of them reo 
ceived their institution from England, and had' patents from 
the f!Jother Iodge in London. AlI seem to have got the 
mystery through the same channel, the banished friends of 
the Stuart family. Many'of these were Catholics, and en· 
tered into the service of Austria and the Cath()Iic princes. 

" The true hospitality, that is no where more COJlSpicuoU8 
than in the character of the Germans, maAe tbis institution 
a most agreeable and useful passport to these gentlemen; 
~d as many of them were in military statio~s, and in garri. 
son! they found it a very easy matter to set up lodges In 
all parts of Germany. These afforded a very agreeable 
pastime to the officers, ,who had little to occupy them, and 
were already accustomed to a subordination which did not 
affect their vanity on account of family distinctions. As 
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the ensign and the general were equally gentlemen, the 
allegory, or play of universal brotherhood, was' neither no
vel nor disgusting. Free MQSonry was then of the simplest 
form, consisting of the three degrees of apprentice, fellow 
craft, and master. It is remarkable, that the Germans had 
been long accustomed to the word, the sign, and the'grip 
of the Masons, and some otlter handicraft trades. ,In many 
parts of Germany there 'was a: distinction of operative Ma
sons into Wort Maurers and Schrift Maurers. [Word 
Masons, and Writ Maso1tS.] The Wort Maurers had no 
other proof to giv~of their having been regularly brought 
up to the trade of builders but by the word and signs;" the 
Schrift Maurers had written indentures to show. ' 

"There are extant, anlf i~ force, borough laws, enjoining 
the Dlasters ot Masons to give employment to journeymen 
who had the proper word and signs. In ,particular, it ap
pears, that some cities had more extensive privileges in this 
respect than others. The word given at WetzJar, the seat 
of the great council of revision for the empire, entitled the 
posse!j80r to work over the whole empire. We may infer, 
from the processes and decisions in some of those munici
pal courts, that a master gave a.word, and token for each 
year's progress of his 'apprentice. ,He gave the word of 
the incorporated imperial city or borough on which he de
pended, and also a word peculiar to himself, by which all 
his own pupils would recognise each other. 

" Thii mode of recognizal)ce was probably the only docu
ment of education in old times, while writing was confined 
to a very small part of the community." 

(P. 56:) "The Germans have always exhibited a strong 
hankering after every thing that is wonderful, or solemn, or 
terrible; have ~ways furnished partisans in the foremost 
ranks of gross absurditi~s, listening with greedy ears to 
the, nonsense and jargon of faDatics and cheats; and 
though they every day see examples of many ruined, or 
rendf1red ridiculous by their credulity, new pretenders to 
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~ta find numbers ready to listen to them, and to run over 
the same copne. 

"Free Masonry, profealing mysteries, instantly routed 
these ~le, aU tie Zot.Wu ~ 10 IIae GdIleaturen 
IllIao ."..;., 10 pro}' by tie ~ or tie ~ of 
tieir dapet, 1M jUell pltM:61 ill tie tDOf'ld jor IM.cens of 
deir operaIiou. The RoeicruciaDs were the fint who 
availed tliellUle1ves of the opportunity. This was not. the 
aociety which had appeared formerly under that name, and 
wu now extinct; but a. set of Alchymists, pretenders to 
the transmutation of metals and the universal medicine, 
who, the better to in1eigle their vo~es, had mixed with 
their Oft tricks, a good deal of the absurd superstitions of 
that sect, in order to give a greater air of mystery to the 
whole, to protract the time of instruction, and to atrord 
more room fOI' evasions, 'by malring so, many cillIicult con
ditiODl DeCellllU'y for perfecq the grand work, that -the 
unfortunate gull, who had throws away his time and his 
money, might believe that-the failure was owipg to ~ own 
iaeapacity or unfitneu for being the Pol888SOr of the grand 
8ecret.,,' . 

. (P. Mo) "The German MB8OD8, however, did one sensible 
thins; they seDt a deputation to .old A.berdeen, Scotland, 
to inquire flier the caves where their venerable mysteries 
were known~ and their treasures were hid. They had, as 
they thought, merited some confidence, for they had remit
ted BDDUal contributions to their unknown superiors, to the 
amount of some thousands of rix doUars. But, alas I their 
amba.adOl'll found the Free Muons of Old Ahudeen ig
norant of all this, and equally eager to learn from the am
.... clon wAclt tDtJI lAs",. orP and ~ of .Free 
MCllOIWYt of wAicA tMy ineID rwtAiIw but tie Iiraple tale, of 
Gld H.,.,.." 

(P.58.) 'Un 1756.or 1757, a oo.mplete ~volution took 
place. The French officers, who were prisoners at large 
in Bedia, UDdeJ1:oc)k, with the IUIIIUlIUlce peculiar to their 
nation, eo ialtruct the eimple Germans in every thing that 

42 

Digitized by Google 



· , 

PROI'BSSOR ROBISON'S VIEWS 

embellishes society. They said, that the homespun I<'ree 
Masonry, which had been imported from England, was fit 
only for the unpolished minds of the British; but that in 
France it had grown into an elegant system, fit fo~ the pro
fession of gentlemen. Nay, they said, that the EngluA 
wert ignorant of he Maaonrg, atu1 possessed nothing but 
the introduction to it; and f10en thu tDaS Rot understood by 
them. When the ribbons and stars, with which the French 
had ornamented the order, were shown to the Germans, 
they could not· resist the enchantment. A Mr. Rosa, a 
French commissary, brought from Paris a complete wa
gon-load. of Masonic ornaments, which were aU distributed 
before it had reached Berlin, and he was obliged to order 
another, to furnish the lodges of that city.' It became for a 
while a most profitable business to many French officers 
and commissaries dispersed over Germaay, having nothing 
else to do. Every b"ody gaped for instruction, and these 
kind teachers were always ready to bestow it. In ·half a 
year Free Masonry underwent a complete revolution all 
over Germany, and Chevaliers (Knights) multiplied without 
number. The Rosaic system was a gospel to the Masons, 
and the poor British system was despised. But the new 
lodges of Berlin, as they had been the teachers of the 
whole empire, wanted also to be the g9vernors, and insist
ed on complete subjection from all others. This startled 
the Free M~ at a distance, and awaked them from their 
golden dreams. Now began a struggle for dominiOJl and 
for independency .. This made the old lodges think a little 
about the whole affair. The result of this was a counter 
revolution. 

,~ 7'1wugh no man could pretend that he tmderBtood the 
true meaning of Jiloee MaaOnry, it, origin, ill Ailtory, or its 
real aim, all saw that the interpretations of their hiero
glyphi~s, and the rituals 'of the new degrees imported from 
Frnnce, were quite gratuitOUs. It appeared, therefore, that 
the safest thing for them was an appeal to the birth.place 
of Masonry. They sent totondon for instruction. There 
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they learned, that nothing was acknowledged for genuine 
unsophisticated Masonry, but ,he 'Aree degreu; and that 
the mother lodge of London alone could, by her instruc
tions, prev~nt the moet dangerous schisms and innovations. 
M~y lodges, therefore, applied for patents and instruc· 
tioDs. Patents were easily made out, and most willingly 
sent to the zealous brethren, and these were thankfully re
ceived and paid for. But instruction was not so easy amat
ter. At that time we had nothing but the Book of Consti
tutions, dawn up about 1720, by Anderson and Desaguil
liers, two persons of little education, and of low manners, 
who had aimed at little more than ma1cing a pretext, not 
altogetAer cOlllefltptible,for a convivial meeting. This, how
ever, was received with respecL We are apt to smile at 
grave men's being 8atisfied with IIl1c.h CORrlle and scanty 
fare. But it was of use merely because it gave an ostensi
ble reason for resisting the despotism of the lodges of Ber
lin. Several respectable lodges, particularly that of Frank
fort on the Maine, that of Wetzlar, and the Royal York 
of Berlin, resolutely adhered to the English system, and 
deaied themselves aU the enjoyments of the French de
grees, ' rather than acknowledge the supremacy of the ~o
laiC lodges of Berlin." 

Profe88Ql Robison is qualified to speak of Free Masonry. 
He was a scholar, had taken its higher degrees, had taken 
a part in its lod~,>s in the various eapitals of Europe, en. 
jGyed its· privileges of introduction to a high degree, and 
sometimes speaks of it with a weakness Ilcarce pardona
ble: "innocent hypocrisy;" "~ pretelt for a convivial 
meeting not alI,ogether contemptible;" yet how frivolous 
and vain he makes it appear I His passing thrusts, " The 
~(shall I call them) of Free MfUOtItJI;tt " 8!1" 
lela of Free Mcuonrg, (if it may get such a name,)" speak 
a contempt of the thing not to be counterfeited or mis
taken. 

ProfellOr Robison nelt traces the history of the German 
Jod&ea in theil: conversion to. be schoo" of French philO8O-
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phy. The particulan are numerous and interellting~ bot 
we ~ come at once to the conclUlion. 

(P; 75.) "And thus it appean, that Germany hu ell

perienced the same gradual progress &om religion to Athe. 
ism, from decency to dissoluteness, and from loyalty to re
bellion, which hlUl had its course in France. And I must no., 
add, that thit progress has been efFected in the same manner, 
and by the same means; and that one ~f &be. chief means 
of seduction has been the lodges of the Free Masons. The 
French, along with their numerous orden of knighthood, 
and stan, and ribbons, had brought in the c1l8tom of ha
ranguing in the lOOp; and WI human nature has a consi~ 
derable uniformity every where, the same topics became 
favourite subjects of declamation that had tickled the ear 
in Fnmee: th .... wen the lI!8lDe corruptions of sentiments 
and mlUlBen among the luxurious or proffigate, and the 
same incitements to the utterance of these sentiments, 
wherever it could be done with safety; and, I may say, 
that the zealots in all these tracts of free.thinking, were 
more serious, more grave, and fanatical. Theae are not 
uaertions a priori. I can produce proofs. There 1VBI a 
Baron Knigge, residing at that time. in the neighbourhOod 
of Frankfort, of whom I shall afterwuds have occasion 
frequently to speak. This man was an enthusiast in Ma
sonry &om his youth, anCi hod run through every poaible 
degree of it. He WIUI dissatisfied with them all, and par
ticularly with the ftivolity' of the French chivalry; but he 
still believed that Mtlllonry contained intJaluabk Here'.; 
(poor man.) He imagined that he saw a glimpse of them 
in the cosmo-political and sceptical diIeo1U'lle8 in their 
lodges ;he sat down to meditate on these, ud soon col. 
lected his thoughts, and found that those Freach oraton 
were right without knowing it; and t/uJI Mama,., tDQ, pure 
",.,."aI religimt _ tlRivenGl citirt~, an4 tIuJI tItU .., 
alao true CAriatianity. " 

True is the aame KBigp who perIOnated Philo in "at 
htetDity where Weiahallpt appeared u Spartaowr, and 
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ZWICk BIIWIl8Cl the name of Cato. He appean to have 
been weU fitted by hiI Free M8IOIlI'J for the higbeet de(IreeI 
of IUllmin .... 

Abd 80, indeed, were a multitude of the tiatemity ill 
Germany ia 1776, when Weishaupt appeared -ali. Ike eo ... 
dar ~f a new echool of mystical pbiIoeophy. 

(P.81.) "The ipiritof imaovatiOD had I8ized aU the ... 
threD..No maD could give a tolerable account of the 0ri
gin, history, or object of the order, and it appeUed u • 
loet or forptteJI. mystery. 

" The symbols HeIJled to be equally lUaceptible of 8YerJ 
interpretation, and none bf these seemed entitled to any 
deoided pref8rence. Thil rendered it a fit iDatrum8bt b 
the IUUmiDees, who coiDmeDced oper-atioos at Munich, 
in Baftria, in the ~ TAeodont of Good CoaIel. Of 
this sect it will be proper to take ~ial notice." . 

CHAPTER XLIX . 

.. So .... the IIII1IIII1 of mankind., enclClllld 

... JaSupnt, ...... WI ud towud E .. 

.. ~ hill wa1: DO' with __ tid wa .. 

.. Proae OIl the 1I'01IIld. u IIiDoe ~ but OIl hi. rear, 

.. CiIcular bale or n.m, fblda, that towered 
• Fohlallcm fold. a IUJIIDI mUll !" ' 

... IIIM, Ida b ... 

" WRY iatroduce the muminati into a treatise upon Free 
Muoruy ? To burden MuoDry with sins not her own? 

• 
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The IDumiDees were a hateful r:ace of demoraliziog philo
soplten, who sought the en~ abolition of every form of 
government, religion, and civil polity; who aimed, under the 
delusive hope of an Age of Reason, to reduce man to the 
primitive state of lawleu simplicity,' when each father 
should, like Abraham and 'the Patriarchs, become the ,priest 
and absolute sovereign of hiB own family, and re880n be 
the only book of laws, the sole I code of man. '-What hu 
Free Masonry to do with them 1" 

Not so much, gentle reader, as they had to do with Free 
Masonry. They wanted a cloak to cover'their schemes; 
"For," say they, "in secrecy our. strength principally lies. 
On thiB account we should always conceal ourselves under 
the name of some other association. The inferior lodges 
of Free Masonry ,are the most convenient cloaks for oui 
grand object; [why 1] because the world is already fami
liarized with the idea that nothing of importance, or wor
thy of attention, can spring nom Masonry." Free Mason
ry was their chosen servant, and this will not recommend 
her as an inmate to the mansions of the just. 

The chiefs were learned men, practised in tile ways of 
the world, and possessed infernal cunning beyond compare. 
They chose their measures with much foresight, and pro
secuted them with singular addreu. They studied Free 
Masonry, what it was ,; ,they, proved its convenience by a 
flee use. Their knights swore, among other things, " to 
labour at rendering the ancient free Masonry triumphant 
ol'er the false systems which have crept into it. "-" I will 
dedicate my life to the discovery of the true religion and 
real,doctrines of Free Masonry, and I will impart my dis
coveries to my superiors." (B. p. 84.) And a part of the 
knight's duty was to obtain the control of the masonic 
lodges. " In every town of any note situated within their 
district, the secret chapters shall establish lodges for the 
three ordinlU'y degrees, and shall cause men of sound mo
rals, of good repute, and of easy clrc~mstanees, to ~ re
ceived into the lodges. Suck fIIen are muck to be.ought 
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Ofter~ and are to'be tUt.k Maitnuf et1eft though ,., doultl 
_be of (1ft, 8~ to ll(imain_in its ulterior prt:riecu." 
"Spare no pains' to gain the ascendancy in thos~ 10figea 
which are established, either to reform, or to ·demoy." (B. 
vol. iii. p. 91.) 

The investigations of such men into the origin of Free 
Masonry, and their speculations upon its. character aadde
sign, will be worth having. If they 'w~re utterly at a 10lIl to 
tell whence it sprung, we .hall not be sure it _lie gift'of 
God to tAe fir.' Masmu, as both editions of the Book of 
Constitutions of M888achusetts, PrestOn, Calcou, Hutchin. 
SOD, and others, declare; if they. deemed it a medley of 
puerilities which the craft themselves do Dot undell'talld, 
we ihal1 doubt whether it t8QClae. tAe ~ liberal crt. antl 
.amce" as Webb, and Cross, andPrestoD,' and Tanaehill, 
and Dalcho, and a host, maintain. If they deScribe it, aad 
use it, as the fittest of !iII instruments for the accompJtsh
ment of their diabolical purposes against every formof reIi· 
gion and every system of civilgovernmeDt, we shaD doubt, 
reader, shall we QOt,. whether it does rest, according to Mr. 
Town, and the Grand Chapter of New~York, "on t1&e 
,a.e co-eternal and URlhaken fotmilation, contain and u.c.z. 
_e, in substance, the,1IIIt6 trut"a, and 1irOpOae t1ae 8tIIne ulti
raate end, lIB the doctrinu of OlaNtiataity IauGM by .moine 
reoelalion I" 

These impious self-worshippers, .to efFect their monstrous 
designs, entered into Free Masonry as Satan in Paradiae 
eDtered into the serpent.. The ruin they wrought in the 
French, revolution, is enough to make every coDliderate 
man shudder, and to be jealous of the means by wlUcb it 
was effected.' Why should we embrace this modern ser
pent,' court it, hODour it 1 Why not rather shun it with ah
borrence, if not witlj dread 1 Say to it as o( old : 

.. Bec&_ thOll bu\ clone thiI, thOll an aooaned 
II Above all cattle, each beut of the field ; 
.. Upon thy belly groveiliug Ihalt thou go, 
"And dUlt thou.balt eat aU the cIa)'l of thy lire." 

Millon, 10th book" 
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It • di8icult to eonceive that mea can be 10 abutd0ae4 
to·aJI __ o{ mue and of piety~ . IDeot cu." ... 
BleD, obeerring men, be 10 ahaoIute1y .bUDd, and atupid, 
and ignoruat, as &0 seek the mbvenioa of _ery city, and 
town, and form of government, and aemblance of reJigi~ 
wonhip. But the proof is indisputable. 

I Charge not Free Masonry with this guilt; nor yet ia her 
character quite untlJ'llished in the work. She was their 
'wiDing ud faithful servant. (B. p. 158.). "Let the Iaugtt. 
era laugh, the scofFen 100ft"; still the day will come whea 

. priDeeB and natioDa tha1l disappear &om the face of the earth, 
ad .hen each man shall feCOgnilie DO othw Ia~ than bit 
JeUOII. TAU .luJU be tM 8f'arulwori of ,ecret ,ocieIia." 

(D. p.. HI.) 'Apia, speaking of the.1fIetJftI by which to 
gain his ~jcked ends, the chief, Weitbaopt, aays: "theee 
IB88DI are de.«reI lChoo1.aof phiiOlOphy. These schools 
haye been in all ages the archives of nature and of the 
right. of man. TheIe schools shall one day retrieve the 
fall of hum8ll nature, and princes ad nations shall disap
pear &om the face of the earth, and that withont ~y vio
Jeace. Haman nature Jhall form ODe great family, aad the 
etrtb ehaIl become the habitation of the man of 18--''' 

" The Drior lodges of FreeMuolll1 are the moat coa
vemeDt cloaks· for onr grand object," &c. .And not a 
cloak merely. Weishaupt undentands how to ~ 
upoD theaneanest implements of handicraft, equal to the 
fabled Solomon himsel£ Hear him. (B. p. 125.)'" TIle 
rlJll6lBleJle of M8IOnry· represents man in the primitift 
1Itate,~, but'free: • IIGfte aplit, or broiea, • lIle 
Itate" feIIen nature, of mankind in ,a state of civil eo
ciety, DO longer united in one family, but divided accordin« 
to their states, governmenta, or religions. The polilJled 
stone represents mllDkind reinstated in it, pn.itiwJ tlipit, 
and irtdependmce." , ' 

Hear him address one of his polil1&etl ,t0ll8l, (those who 
had ascended to the top degrees of llluminism.) (B. p.156.) 
" All we have done for you hitherto, was oaly to prepare 
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you to co-operate with us in the annihilation of aU magis. 
tracy, all governments, all laws, and all civil sOciety; of 
every republic, and even of democracy, as well 88 ariatoc· 
racy and monarchy. If you ask how it is poasible for men 
assembled in towns to Jive in fature without laws or magis. 
trates, the answer is clear-desert your toWIl\J and villages, 
and fire your houses. Did men build houseS, in the days of 
the patriarchs 1 They were all equal and free: the f38rtk 
belonged to them all: ,each had an equal right," &c. 
Weishaupt is mistaken. 

Now, a society which was an excellent cloak for iuch 
as these, ought to form DO part of the habit of an honest 
man. Weishaupt like the devil, 

--------" With iIIIpectioD deep 
.. Couiderad entry creaWnl, which of a.Il 
" Moat opportune might __ bill wi1ee, and Coud" 

In Masonry, what Satan in serpent, 
".Fit -1Cl,,/iUm imp If JravI., in trIaom 
.. 7b """', .,." hU IIarI: ntgprliolU laiM 
.. Jro.n Mul.rpulli6hJ." 

The sin of MaSonry was, that it basely received an. 
faithfullf served the destroyer; for that alone it deserves to 
perish, with the reprobation of every honest man. 

43 
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CHAPTER L. 

WeilAaupt, Zwack, _ Knigge: and tAe BrotAer lui· 
nuator, or Recruiter • 

.. Now he appears &Imo.t diviDe, 
.. Like mnocence and love ; 

.. But the old Serpent lurks within, 
.. When he &illUme. the daY .. "-W,.", . 

. IN giving some account of IJIuminism, as connected with 
Free Masonry, I shall confine myself for the facts, at least, 
to the original letters and papers of the fraternity, publish
ed, with every mark of authenticity, in the works of Barruel 
aDd Robison. The writings are generally so plain as to re
quire little comment, and so extraordinary as to force the 
{effections of the reader. They will serve to show the dan
ger of abusing reason, while we seem most to use it; and 
the madness of attempting to reform the world by the over
throw of religious worship in the fear of God. They will 
show the nature and dangerous tendency of aU secret 'asso
ciations, and particularly the flexibility and emptiness of 
Free Masonry. 

I cannot enter upon this subject farther, without express
ing my high consideration of the Abbe Barruel's treatise 
upon the I1Juminees: to him I am most indebted. His 
plan is perspicuous, ·his documents are copious, and .every 
one authenticated in such manner that no reader can rise 
frOID the perus~ of,his work without an irresistible conne. 
tion, both from the sentiments and from the designs of the 
IJIuminees, that they are justly entitled a sect, "the most 
disastrous in its principles, the most exteneive in its views, 
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and the mOlt atrociously cunning in its means," that ever 
disgraced the earth. ' 

Every member of the tiatemity had a name peculiar to 
himself as an IIluminee, in which name he acted on aU 0c

casions of the society. Every considerable towta, too, had 
its name of Dluminism; and every kingdom. They wrote 
also in cipher, the different degrees having dift'erent hiero· 
glyphics. Their papers were seized by the different g0-

vernments of Germany and published; and their whole 
aim was completely detected and exposed by these, and 
by the confessions of the disappoitated of their order. 

In speaking of the principals,.J win give both their own 
name, and their name of adoption. It is worthy of remark, 
that the names they affected were such as honest men 
would hate. The founder and builder, Adam Weishaupt, 
took the name of Spartacus, a gladiator of ancient Rome, 
who, in a desperate rebellion of three yean, caused llCuce· 
Iy less danger to the commonwealth than Hannibal had 
done. It would be odious to place this man before the 
reader in the depravity of his private life, with the fun blaze 
of proof upon his countenance. And to call him by the 
epithets he deserves for his base immorality, would unne· 
cessarily disfigure the page. It is enough ,to say, that he 
gave full proof, in his own life,' of the detestable nature of 
the false principles which guided' him, &rid which he zea· 
lously communicated to others. 

Though of mean birth, his talents and acquirements 
were sufficient to gain for him the Professorship of Law! in 
the University of Ingolstadt, in Bavaria; his native count.,., 
before he had attained his twenty-eighth y.m; and before 
he was thirty he had plans in, operation tor the refOrmation 
of the world, by the deatruction of all relipnu principlu. 

Zwack, a German lawyer, who adopted the name of 
Cato, without so much as temperance or chastity to entitle 
him to' the appellation of that stem and virtuoUJ Roman. 
was 'the aeeood grmd officer in this fraternity. 

And Knigge, a man offll8hion, and of the world, a &mon. 
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Free Mason, and lover of good cheer, surnamed himself 
P1ailo, ·and by his epistles and services, seems entitled to 
the third rank in this brotherhood of smooth.tongued im
postors. 

Their plan of operations divided the sect into two 8I'and 
elasses; these were again divided into many degrees. 

The first class was that of preparauOll, and the three 
first degrees of this c1us. were the three first degrees of 
Masonry, oole88 we -say, that novices in Illuminism w'ere 
always selected from masters·in Free Masonry. Then four 
degrees brought them to the second class, or mysteries; of 
the mysteries there were five degrees • 
. muminism, proper, had nine degrees, grafted on the

three first degrees- .of Free Masonry: all the remaining 
degrees of Masonry were used as occasion required; and 
sened the disciples of Weishaupt as the twenty collateral 
deitees lerve the sublime sovereigns: "which· they gene
rally communicate free of expense to those brethren who 
are . high enough to UIMlerstand them."-(Daklao'. Ora
ti01&l, p. 80.) 

Every degree had one 'member, who was, by the code 
itself, entitled, from his official duty, " Brother Jnainuator," 
and, sometimes, " Btother Recruiter." The Free Mason 
lodps w~ the pools in 'which the Brother Recruiter an
gled for novices in Dluminism, and the manner of baiting 
and taking his prey will be best understood from the foUow
ing directiona, furnished by the statutes of the order. 

(B. p. 30.) " He" must begin by descantiag on the 
sapreme felicity of being versed in sciences which few can 
approach; of w.alking in the paths of light, wbile the vul
gar are groping in darkness. He must reDlark, that there 

'" Barruet. who best undelltood the pltuu of the IDumineea, makes all 
Free M~ 0111, collateral to IDImliniam; RohiaOD. who wu better 
Ikilled in their praeIiI;eI. mabl the three 8nt d~ of MuoJuy the 
Itooll, &IIIIllPuminiam the lCicm. 
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exist doctrines solely transmitted by secret traditions, be
cause they are above the comprehension of common minds. 
In proof of hie assertions, he will cite the Gymnosophists in 
the Indies, the priests of Isis in Egypt, and those of Eleu· 
sis, and the Pytbagorean school in Gteece." 

(P.32.) "Let your first care be to gain the aft"ection, 
the confidence, and the esteem of those persons whom you 
are to entice into the order; let your whole conduct be 
such, that they. ~haI1 surmise so~ething more in you than 
you wish to show-hint that you belong to some secret and 
powerful society-excite little by little, and not at once, a 
wish in your candidate to belong to a similar society-cer
tain arguments, and. certain boob, which the insinuator 
must have, will greatly· contribut~ to raise. lOch a wish; 
such are, for example, those which treat of the union and 
strength of a88ociations." 

(P.33.) . "To sound the very bottom of his mind; the 
insinuator will pretend to consult him, as if he had been in· 
trusted with certain secrets; he will make objeCtions on 
the secrecy of these societies; but should they make too 
much impre88ion, he wiD resolve them 'himsel£· At other 
times, to stimulate the curiosity of his pupil, he will hold a 
letter in hie hand written in a cipher, or he wiD leave it 
half open on his table, giving his candidate sufficient, time 
to observe the cipher, and then shut it up with all the air of 
a man who has important correspondences to keepse
eret." 
, This claim of the Brother Insinuator to tAe ,ciencu, and 

"to the ligAt, while the rest of mankind are in profane dari
nu.; this claim to valuable doctrine, traramaitted by,ecrel 
traditiou, and this attempt to excite curiosity, and magnify 
self.importance, by evident attempts to conceal a mystery, 
are all in the very image of Free, Masonry. Few will.ad
mire them in the professed iminaalor. 
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CHAPTER LI. 

lllurIti,..: ne _ 8tJ11di,lel tlle ... : Retmm t1&eir 
Reltpm. 

. II With tract oh6qae, 
.. A~ &nt., u ODe who ICJIIIbt .-,Ind Ceand 
.. To iIlterrapt,.de-lq,beworbbil 'Waf • 

.. Oft he bowed 
.. m. turret creIt, and -.leek _elled Deck, 
.. "'tniiDrtaod licked die poacl whenMm abe tro4." 

....... b.9. 

TaB innOcent aspect UIUDled by this fratemity, is 
worthy, in fraud, of the Tempter himael£ The ooYice 
is made, at his iatroduCtiOD; to say, "I subject mpelf' 
the dlore willingly to "the secrecy required, u my introdlicer 
auures m, that nothing is ever transacted in this society 
"-'ful to religion, BIOrtIU, at' tie IttlI& " (B. p. 38.) 

These words are pu( into the mouth of the novice, and· 
prepare him with confidence to reeewe the Wlowing intro
duction to the statutes ofhis dewee, which arenoW'plaoecl 
in his hands. 

. (B. p. 41.) " For the tranquillity and security of all 
the brethren, whether novices; or active members of' the 
society, and to prevent all ill groanded suspicions,-or .... 
greeable doubts, the venerable order declares, that it abscJ. 
lutely hu in vietD no prcOect, enterp,;,e, at' ~, 
hurtful to the state, to religion, at' to good fftlWaU; and tIuzt 
it ,CItIOUr, nothing of that nature in any of it, member,. Its 
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desigDs. aU its toils, solely tend to inspire men with a zeal 
for ~e perfection of their moral characters, to impregnate 
them with humane and sociable sentiments, to counteract 
the plans of the wicked, to succour oppressed and sllfi"er
ing virtue, to favour the advancement of men of merit, and 
to render those sciences universal, which are as yet hidden 
from the generality of men. Such is not the coloured pre. 
lut, but the real object of the order." 

To attain this "real object," . the sect were instru~~ 
~arlessly "to employ the same means for a good purpose, 
which i~postors use for an evil purpose." If bad men 
will lie to gain their ends, it is hard, according to W eis
baupt,if 800fl men may not ha~e the same privilege. em
ploy a lie to defeat a lie. Good men, and yet liar,! This 
is worthy of the Illwnineea; a doctrine fit for the night, 
proper to.be inculcated in a secret society. 

He carries it, in the following maxim, one step further : 
" The end sanctifies the means." To this precept of their 
moral code they commonly referred in their writings, and 
iia vaJqe they amply proved in their wret~ed lives, making 
it their apology for every species of wickednetta not fit· to 
be named. The sect, in a lummlU')' made by B~~ 
apeak .. follows: "H, to overturn Christianity and every re
li&ion, we have pretended solely to possess true . Chris~
ty, the true religion, remember, lAe pul ,anctijiel ~ meal; 
'IN ItI/I#S ..", tnake. UIe oj all thole. meanI for good pur
poRU, ",A;CA tk aoiclced do for m;il. The means we em. 
ployed to rid you, and which we continue, to rid mankind 
of all religion, are but a pious fraud, which we alwaya 
meant to reveal to you, when capable of understanding iL" 
0, how deceived I They become imps, the better to op
pose the Prince of the power of the air I They use the 
weapons of blackness and of despair, to maintain the 
throne of h"v~ I They would become gods, by foul trans
gression. How plainly this manifestl "tlte IJ1irit tAlll now 
roorietA in tAe clUldrer. of dilobedience." (EpA. ii. 2.) 

Their lessons profess to treat of morality, and morality 

• 
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alone. Weishaupt saYII, " Not that moralitywhieh, adding 
to the miseries of the. miserable, throws them into a IItale of 
pusillanimity and despair, by the threats of heD and the 
fear of devils.'" (B. p. l~.) He is a true Free, Mason, 
and would make men better without the help of fear. Let 
others learn from his success, and beware of appearing 
wise above what is written. 

It is a remarkable definition they give to the word mora
lity. "True morality," they say, .. is no other than the art 
of teaching men to IIhake oft' their wardship, to attain' the 
age of manhood, and li.us to need neither princes nor go
vernments." They say," man is wicked, because religion, 
the state, and bad example, perverts him." They form 
liberal opinions of human nature, and labour indefatigably 
to inculcate their sentiments; their live. all the while giving 

I them the lie. With fervour they exclaim, .. May our princi
ples become the foundation of aJ] morals! Let reason, at 
length, be'the religion of men !" 

" This exhortation," says the Abbe Barruel, "will ena
ble the reader to solve the problem of the altars of wor
ship, and the festivals of Reason, in the French revolution; 
nor will he be any longer at a loss to know from what· 
loathsome den their shameless goddess arose." (B. p. U9.) 

It is sickening to contemplate this exhibition of depravi
ty; hut meeting with it in this connexion, it is good 'to pre- ' 
sent it here, that aU may be admonished. They would have 
their principles the foundation of all morals, and reasoD, 
their religion.' Nothing seemed to them more reaSOnable 
than this, notwithstanding the chosen basm of their moral 
code was that very principle which the inspired apostle 
repels with indignation,: "as we be slanderously reported,' 
and as some affirm that we say, Let us do evil that good 
may come;" and notwithstanding their lives were the re
verse of that required by reason instructed in the scrip. 
tures, and made obedient to the revealed will of God. 
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OF THE NATURE 01' SECRET SOCIETIES. 

CHAPTE~ LII. 

Requisititm8 Of Illuminism; Weillunpt" impre,Bive Vitte, 
of the nature of Secret Societies. 

" The wretch that deala in Illy deceit, 
"1'11 Dot endure a Bight; 

.. The liar'. tcmgue I'll ever hate, 
"ADd baDiah from my Biehl." 

WAIt •• 

THE statutes of the order furnish four and twenty formal 
questions to. be put to the novice, each of which he is ex
pected to answer in the affirmative. Several of them, in 
the likeness of Free Masonry, I copy here, to see how they 
look in'the hands of the Illuminees. ) 

(B. p. 47.) "Ques. II. Have you seriously reflected on 
the importance of the step you take, in binding '1t1U1',elf by 
engagement' tAat are unknown to 'Iou?" 

Were this question fairly put to every candidate for Ma
sonry, the number of the fraternity would diminish. 

(B. p. 48.) "QueR.. Xl. Do you moreover grant the pow
er of life and death to our order 1 On what grounds would 
you refuse or recognise in it such a right 1" 

Though Free Masons are not caJJed upon to recognille . 
such a right in their order, circumstances render it too cer
tain, that some have, in this favoured land, tn~d tbe 
power demanded by Illuminism, of life and death over 
the members of the fraternity. 

"Ques. XII. Are you disposed, on all occasions, to give 
the preference to men of our order, over all other men 1" 

This is so nearly like the requisitions of Free Masonry, 
that the difference is not worth naming. And it is an im-

44 
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portant requisition; one that leads many an idle brother to 
ruin. Calculating on the custom, the cmployment~ or the 
vote of the craft, as in a measure secured to him by the 
laws of the institution, he does not always make that effort 
t~ deserve patronage, which those must make, who rely 
solely upon their own merits to secure public esteem and sup
port; and while he is attentive at the lodges, and ready to 
teach at the lectures, and decorated with the badges of 
Masonic honours, upon the festivals of Free Masonry; his 
shop, and trade, and proCession, and family, are all mourn
ing his absence and neglect. 

It is important, too, as it gives the Free Mason an undue 
advantage over his fellow citizens not masonf. Two men 
of a trade or profession, equally deserving public favour, but 
one a Free Mason and the other not, tIle fraternity are bound 
by their Ma80nic obligation., to employ and prifer the brotlter 
Mason. The Mason may think this is quite right; but the 
honest mechanic, who is left with a bare support, to contend 
both against the hardships of poverty, and the secret influ
ence of a selfish fraternity, will most certainly complain. 

The known advantage of the patronage of the cran, is 
undoubtedly the reason why thousands of young men, 
feeling about them for supports in the first part of the du
ties of life, have entered into the fellowship of the lodges ; 
and the countenance and support they have received from 
acquaintances formed there, will hP., Jlerhaps, the most 
powerful bond of attachment to the interests of this mys
terious association • 

. But to return to Weishaupt. The novice in Illuminism 
promises, in the conclusion," to be faithful to all the laws 
of his order, and to support it with his counsels, his for
tune, and all other means;" subjecting himilelf" to for
feit his honour, and even his life, should he ever break hilt 
promise." 

How like Free Masonry is this obligation! Only it is 
horribly surpassed in the forms of the forfeiture of life, 
which the hoodwinked candidate is called solemnly to re
peat after the clear sighted master. 
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I said that Free Masons are not caUed upon to recognise 
the power of life and death in the order; and so I under
stand it. Others understand it differently. It is true, the 
candidate invoice. a cruel death, which would make a com
mon executioner shudder to inflict; but if one acknow
ledges any power short of the Supreme, adequate to inflict 
that death, he errs. 

This would be eWectually clearing a transgressor from all 
danger of the precise death invoked; but it is leaving the 
case with Him who will not suffer the wicked to go un
punished, and who, " after he hath kiUed, hath power to 
cast into heU."-(Lulce, xii. 5.) 

The novice is now ready for promotion. He is caused 
by his introducer to reque.' the protection of the order. 

(B. p. 52.) " Your request is just," replies the supe
rior. "In the name of the most serene order from which I 
hold my powers, and in the name of all its members, I pro
mise you protection, justice, and help. Moreover, I protest 
to you once more, tlrat you will find 710tlting among u, hurt
ful either to religion, to morals, or to the .tate;" (here the 
initiator takes in his hand the naked sword which lays upon 
the table, and, pointing it at the heart of the novice, con
tinues,) "but should you ever be a traitor or a perjurer, 
assure younelf that everY brother will be called upon to 
arm against you. Do not ftatter yourself with the possibi
lity of escaping, or offinding a place ofseeurity. Wherever 
thou mayest be, the rage of the brethren, shame and re
morse, shall follow thee, and prey upon thy very entrails." 
(He lays down the sword.) "'But if you persist in the de
sign of being admitted into our order, take the oath." 

The oath contains promises of inviolable secrecy, of 
obedience to the orders of superiors, and of remtance to 
tke enemi~. of civil .ociety ; the IlJuminee is not far enough 
advanced at the second degree, to understand the mysteries 
of the higher degrees, but is made to swear hostility to the 
very aims which at length he is expected to support. No 
doubt the higher degrees of Masonry are free of this sin, 
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and yet it is to a giddy height they ascend. At the rate Pres
ton, Webb, CrosS, and a host, pretend they learn in the 
three first degrees, if Masons do not begin to tmleana by 
the time they reach the twelfth or fi~nth degree, they 
must get out of all known materials of acquisition. This 
fact will be very pl~, when it is recol1ected, that in the sin
gle degree of fellow craft, if we may believe these renown
ed Free Masons, are taught tile jive noble orders of archi
lecture, and tile ,even liberal arts and ,ciences, to perfec
tion. 

In the second degree of pure Illuminism to which the 
novice is now admitted, he takes the name of Minerval; 
and this lodge assumes the character of a learned society 
or academy, as was recommended to the infidel philoso
phers by Voltaire, in his letter to D'A1embert. Letter 85. 
A. D. 1761. "Let the real philosophers unite in a brother
hood like the Free Masons. This secret academy will be 
far superior to that of Athens, and to all those of Paris." 

The days m wbich the academy met were called Holy, 
and the place of meeting a church. At the commence
ment of each sitting, the president is always to read some 
chosen passage from tbe Bible, or Seneca, or Epictetus, or 
Confucius; and to comment in his own way. "The care 
he takes to give aU these works the same weight and au
thority, will be sufficient to make the pupils view the Bible 
in a similar light with ~e_ works of pagan philosophers." 

So, in Free Masonry, the effect of the prayers, the scrip
ture passages, and the Bible itself, placed with the square 
and compasses, constituting "the three great lights of Ma
sonry," and carried in solemn pomp with the Book of Con
stitutions, is not unlike that produced by the readings of 
the Minerval Academy, if the power of the laws of ass0-

ciation in the human mind be not, this once, mysteriously 
suspended. 

.. Now the Bible, '~re. aDd 1lIIIIIpIIU. 
" SbiDe u ligbtl with brilliaDt ray ; 

" TheD the child &Ild the mallei 
"Take ucreICeDCllaw&y." 

ArGl.Arir.1816,p.16. 
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Also, the disposition which some good Masons discover 
to imitate Dermott, Hardie, and others, in calling the royal 
arch, " the holy roy til areA," is too nearly resembling the 
Minerval church to be encouraged or countenanced. 

Should the Minerval retain what the chiefs call religion
ist opinion8 and inclinations, he is never permitted to ad
vance higher, but receives a Sta Bene. if Those who im
prove under their tutors, have yet seven degrees to climb. 
We will not follow them in their mad ascent, nor yet leave 
unnoticed their frequent assertions, and ample proofs, that 
" they make use of secret societies CUI tAe only.and indis
pensable mean8 of accomplishing their unhallowed ends." 
(B.I01.) 

It is astonishing what clear views Weishaupt takes of 
the advantages offered to his schemes by mysterious asso
ciations; it requires only a small share of sense to perceive, 
that associations ministering largely to the wants of this 
fiend, can have no inherent difficulty in serving a multitude 
of spirits less disciplined to viee~ 

.. Here," says the Abbe Barruel, (p. 126.) "let magis
trates, the chiefs of natioDs, every man who still re~s any 
regard for the support of laws and empires, and of civil 
society, let them, I say, read, and meditate on these advan
tages. The lesson is 'of the utmost importance. Whoever 
you are; all honest citizens, whether Free MCUl0R8, Rori
crucian8, Mop8e8, Hewer8 of Wood, KnigAt8 ;t all you who 
thirst after the mysteries of the lodges, cease to accuse me 
of conjuring up chimerical dangers. I am not· the man 
who speaks; it is he who of all others has been the beBt ac
quainted with your associations, and has known what ad
vantages could be drawn from them by able and patient 
conspirators.-Read, and tell us which is the most impres
sive on your mind, the pleasures you may find in your lodges, 

• Stop, my gooa rellow. 
t Namea or IIeCl'1It rratemities in Europe. 
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or the dangers of your country. Read, and ifthe name of 
citizen be still dear to you, reJlect whether yours should re
main inscribed on the registers of a secret society. You were 
ignorant of the 'dangers; the most monstrous of conspirators 
will lay them open to you, and he will call them ADVANTAGES. 

He literally says, .. that though these mysterious asso
ciations should not attain our object, they prepare the way 
for us; they give a new interest to the cause; they present 
it under points of view hitherto unobserved; they stimulate 
the inventive powers, and the expectation of mankind; 
they render men more ind~ere:nt as to the interests of 0-

vernments; they bring men of divers nations and religions 
within the same bond of union ; they deprive the chw'c" 
and state of their ablest and most laborious members; they 
bring men together, who would never otherwise have 
known or met each other. By this method alone they un
dermine the foundation of states, though they had really no 
Sllch prqject in view. They throw them together, and make 
them clash one against the other. They teach mankind tho 
power and force of union; they point out to them the im
perfection of their political constitutions, and that without 
exposing them to the suspicions of their enemies, such as 
magistrates and public governments. They mask our pro
gress, and procure us the facility of incorporating in our 
plans, and of admitting into our order, after the proper tn
tJU, the most able men, whose patierlee, long abused, thirsts 
after the grand ultimatum. By this means they weaken 
the enemy; and though they should never triumph over 
him, they wiU, at least, diminish the numbers and the zeal 
of his partisans; they divide his troops to cover the attack. 
In proportion as these new associations, or secret societies, 
formed in different states, shall acquire strength and pru
dence at the expense of the former ones, (that is to say, 
of civil society,) tl,e latter must weaJcen, and insensibly fall." 

The lovers of Free Masonry will not reject the testimony 
of Weishaupt, as they might that of a clergyman or of a 
patriot. He was not a religionist whose attachment to 
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the church made. him hostile to the covert attacks of the 
adversary; he was not a lover of his country, that he should 
describe the influence and tendency of secret associations 
in the terror of his soul, for its civil rights and politicalliber
ties. This old fox, desc·anting upon the~ with the cool
ness of an impartial philosopher, says: "They undermine 
the foundation of states, though they had really no such 
project in view. They throw them together, and make 
them clash· one against the other." 

Here I am reminded of a fact worthy of the reader's con
sideration. What more unstable than New-York P9li. 
tics 1 The nation know, and it is the reproach of the state, 
that on any question of great public interest, the decision 
of New-York cannot be calculated from her past expres
sions at the polls, within any definable limits; a difference 
of 20,000 votes sometimes occurring in avery short pe
riod. 

Again, Connecticut, on the eastern border of N ew-York, 
is not less celebrated for her steady habits. None can fail 
to have observed this, who notice the events of past times. 

Connecticut has a soil proverbial among the fraternity , 
for the stinted growth of Free Masonry; and in New
York, this society has pushed deeply its roots, enlarged its 
trunk, and spread abroad its branches, flourishing and tow· 
ering like a plane tree in the rich vale of the Ohio. 

It is not only in mechanics that action and reaction are 
equal. The habits of Connecticut and N cw· York have not 
been inert under the action of Free Masonry, nor has Free 
Masonry failed to exert a po~erful influence on the morals 
and politics of the chief state of the union. 

The contests of Clipton and Tompkins for the chair of 
the grand master were parallel in the fraternity to the po
litical struggle of the same candidates for the office of g0-

vernor of N cw-York. And the later strife between Clinton 
and Jackson for the influence of the office of some general 
grand commander, or general grand high priest of the 
UDion~ had a direct reference to the presidential election 
then next coming. Verbttm sat sapienti. 
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CHAPTER LIII. 

Weishaupt's Views of the Unknown Origin of Free Ma
sonry . 

.. Though lOme JDay pretend we've no aecrets to bow, 
.. Such idle opinions their ignorance show; 
.. While others with n.pturea,cry out • IlIq're mJt4lI:d,' 
.. In Free MUons' bOlOID8 they lltilllie concealed." 

Caoa1ll. U We always are &ee, 
U And forever agree ; 
.. Supporting each other, 
U Brother helps brother, 

.. No mort&la on earth are BO mendly lUI we." 
BooTe tf C_. tf MtIII. A. D. 1792. p. !41.· 

A :fEw extracts from the corresPondence of the chiefS, 
throwing light upon Free Masonry, will prove interesting to 
the reader. 

And let no man think in his heart, that there is base art 
in connecting this notice of IUuminism with an examina
tion of Free Masonry. Fidelity to the truth, and an honest 
desire to lay the true value of Free Masonry before the 
public, compel me to show, in their own language, the use 
made of it by these champions of a new morality indepen
dent on religion. 

(R. p.90.) "I declare," says Weishaupt, II and I chal
lenge all mankind to contradict my declaration, that no 
man can give any account of ,he order of Free Mtuonry, 
of its origin, of its Ainory, of its ~ect, nor any ezplana
tion of its mysteries and symbols, wAicla does no' let.lDe the 
mind in total uncertainty on all the8e points. Every man is 
entitled, therefore, to give lUly explanation of the symbols, 
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and any system of the doctrines, that be can render palata
ble. Henoe have sprung up that variety of systems, which 
for twenty years have divi"ed the order. The simple tale 
of the English, and the fifty degrees of the French, and the 

, knights of Baron Hunde, are equally authentic, and have 
equally had the support of intelligent, and zealous breth
ren. 

"These systems are, in fact, but one. They ho.tJe all 
sprung from the blue lodge of three degree,; take these for 
their standard, and found on these all the improvements by 
which each system is afterwards suited to the particulal' ob
ject which it keeps in view. There is no man, nor system, 
in the world, which can show by undoubted succession, that 
it should stand at the head of the order. Our ignorance 
in this particular frets me. Do but conMer oUr ,hort kino
ry of 120 years. Jl7wwill Bhow me the mother lod8e? 
ThoBe of London we ho.tJe ducovered to be Belf-erected in 
1716. [1717.] Askfor their archives. They tell yout1ey 
were burnt. They have nothing but the wretched sophis
tications of the Englishman Anderson, and the Frenchman 
Desaguilliers. Where is the lodge of York, which pretends 
to tltepriority, with their King Bouden, and the archives 
that he brought from the East 1 TheBe too are burnt.
What is th~ Chapter of Old Aberdeen, and its holy cleri
cate 1 Did we not find it unknown, and tke Mason ~ 
there the molt ignorant of all tire ignorant, gaping for in· 
.truction from our deputies?· Did we not find the same 
thing at London 1 And have not their missionaries been 
among us, prying into our mysteries, and eager to leam 
from us what u true Free Masonry? It is in "ain, there
fore, to appeal to judges; they are no where to be found; 

. all claim for themselves the sceptre of the order; all, in· 
deed, are on an equal footing. ' They obtained followen, 
not from their authenticity, but flom their conduciveneu to 

• See ~D. p. 64, extraoted in ,t.hiI volume. 
4.'i 

Digitized by Google 



354 WEISHAUPT'S VIEWS OF 

the end which they proposed, and from the importance of 
that end.' It is by this scale that we must measure the 
mad and wicked explanations of the Rosicrucians, the Ex
orcists, and the Cabalists. These are rejected by all good 
Masons, because incompatible with social happiness. On
ly such systems as promote this, are retained. But, alas I 
they are all sadly deficient, because they leave us under the 
dominion of political and religious prejudices; and they 
are as inefficient as the sleepy dose of an ordinary sermon • 

.. But J have contrived an explanation which has every 
advantage; is inviting to Christiam of every communion, 
gradually frees them from all religtous prejudices, cultivates 
the social virtues, and animates them by a great, a feasi
ble, and speedy prospect of universal happiness, in a state 
of liberty and moral equality, freed from the obstacles 
which subordination, rank, and riches, continually throw in 
our way. My explanation is accurate and complete; my 
means are effectual and irresistible. . Our secret association 
works in a way that nothing can withstand, and man shall 
8001. be free and luzppy." 

I have been ready to indulge a hope, that some rational 
account of the origin, history, and object of Free Masonry, 
might be given; but, as much as Weishaupt'S principles 
are to be contemned, his penetration in the knowledge or 
history, of human institutions, and of character, is BUch as 
to command respect; and though coming in an age after 
bim, wi~h some efforts to understand the subject, few will be 
ready this day to take up his gauntlet. But let us hear no 
more from those simple men who state matters of fact in 
masonic history beyond the sixteenth century, beyond the 

, Christian era, beyond the flood. 
Weis-hilUpt, i. e. wise-heail, he was rightly named. Pro

found in research, he declares, that "all the systems of Ma
sonry have sprung from 'the blue lodge of three degrees;" 
i. e. the master's lodge. Whence that sprung he is igno
rant, and his ignorance frets him. He can trace it to the 
lodge self-constituted in London, A. D. 1717, but no fur-
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ther. "Ask for their archives! They tell you they tDere 
burnt." 

Britons and Germans, with eager interest inquire, " What 
is true Free Masonry 1" Weishaupt's answer will never 
be improved; which he applies to the authenticity of the 
different rituals, but the reader applies to Free Masonry 
itsel£ Free Muonry obtain, followers, not for its authen
ticity, but for its conduciveneSB to the end they propose. 

CHAPTER LlV. 

"Foolain their hearta believe Uld _y, 
.. That all religion'. vain ; 

.. There ia no God that reigna on high, 
.. Or minds the af&Wa of men • 

.. From thOUghtilO dreadful Uld protaDe, 
.. Corrupt diacolUlB proceeds, 

.. Anti inllleir in&pioulliandl are/1IU1Id 
.. Abominable deedl."-Watb. 

SpartaCU8 to CalO, Feb. 6, 1778.-Tllat ii, Weishmpt to 
Zwack • 

• " Mon but est de faire valoir la raison. As a subordi
nate object, I shall endeavour to gain security to ourselves, 

t It ia ., aim to ualt reuoa. 
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a backing in ease of misfortunes, and assistance from with
out. I shall, therefore, press the cultivation of science, es
pecially such sciences as may have an influence on our re
ception in the world, and may serve to remove obstaeles 
out of the way. We have to struggle with pedantry, with 
intolerance, with divines and statesmen, and, above all, 
princes and priests are in our way. Men are unfit as they 
are, and must be formed; each class must be the school of 
trial for the next. This wiJI be tedious, because it is hazard
ous. In the last classes, I propose academies under the 
direction of the order. This will secure us the adherence 
of the literati. Science shall here be the lure. Only those 
who are assuredly proper subjects, shall be picked out from 
among the inferior classes for the higher mysteries, which 
contain the first principles, and means of promoting a 
happy life. No religionist must, on any account, be admit
ted into these; for here we work at the discovery and ex
tirpation of superstition and prejudices. The instructions 
shall be so conducted, that each shall disclose what he 
thinks he conceals within his own breast, what are his ru
ling propensities and passions, and how Car he has advanced· 
in the command of himself. This wiII answer all the pur
poses of auricular confession. And, in particular, every 
person shall be made a spy on another, and on all around 
him. Nothing can escape our sight. By these means we 
shall readily discover who are contented, and receive with 
relish the peculiar state, doctrines, and religious opinions, 
that are laid before them; and, at last, the trust-worthy 
alone wiII be admitted to a participation of the whole 
maxims and political constitution of the erder. In a coun
cil composed of such members, we shall labour at the con
trivance of means to drive, by degrees, the enemies of rea
son, and of humanity, out of the world, and to establish a 
peculiar morality and religion, fitted for the great society of 
mankind. 

" But this is a ticklish project, and requires the utmost 
circumspection. The squeamish will start at the sight of 
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religious or political novelties; and they must be prepared 
·for them. We must be particularly careful about the books 
which we recommend. I shall confine them at first to mo
ralists, and reasoning historians. This will prepare for a 
patient reception, in the higher classes, of works of a bolder 
flight; such as Robinet's Systeme de la Nature-Politique 
Naturelle-Philo,ophie de la Nature-Sy,teme Social, 
the writing, of Mirabaud,· &c. Helvetius is fit only (or 
the strongest stomachs. If anyone has a copy already, 
neither praise nor find fault with hinl. Say nothin~ on 
such subjects to intrants, for we do not know how they will 
be received; folks are not yet prepared. Marius, [Hertel,] 
an excellent man, must be dealt with. His stomach, which 
cannot yet digest strong food, must acquire a better tone. 
The 8Jlegory on which I am to found the mysteries of the 
higher orders, ~ the fire wor,hip of the Magi. We must 
have some worship, and Done is more apposite. LET THERE 

. BB LIGHT, AND THERB SHAJ.L BE LIGHT. This is my motto, 
and is my fundamental principle. The degrees will be 
feuer orden, parsen orden; all very practicable. In the 
course through these there will be no STA-BENE. For I 
engage, that not one shall enter this class who has not 
laid aside his prejudices. No man is fit for our order who 
is not a Brutus or a Cataline, and is not ready to go 
every length. Tell me how you like this 1" 

" Truly," he said, "this is a ticklish project, and needs 
the utmost circumspection." It is to the credit of his wis
dom, that he did not expect its immediate accomplishment. 

(B. p. 116.) "Serve, assist, and mutually support each 

... AmOlll the in6del aria practiied by Voltaire'. school, true wu one; 
10 publiah scandaloUB book. under cover of honOBt namee. Robinet'. By .. 
tane de 1& Nature wu iuuod from the preBB, A. D. 1770, in \he name of 
__ t Mirabaud, dead ten yll&l'll befOre. Read," The writinp of Mira
beau are ~t ollly for the BlroDgeIt .tomachs,» and the IODIIO is complete. 
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other," he says, " augment our numbers, and leave to time 
and posterity the care of doing tbe rest." (B. p. 127.) 
" The seed is sown whence shall spring a new world; the 
roots extend themselves; they have acquired too much 
strength; they have been too industriously propagated for 
the day of harvest to fail us. Perhaps it may be necessary 
to wait thousands and thousands of years; but, sooner or 
later, nature shall consummate her great work, and she 
shall restore that dignity to man for which he was destined 
from the beginning." 

Few schemes have yielded a more speedy or abundant 
harvest, than this of Weishaupt; but the fruit is of a qua
lity not likely to be stored with pleasure by any people. 
The·.eed 1OWn, the root. already eztended, and too far 
strengthened, toC) industriously propagated. for the day of 
Iwrvut 10 fail, was altogether proved true in the tre
mendous events, and unexampled immoralities of the 
French revolution. 
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POll THE Dt8SZJlINATION'o,'LICJ1lT. 

CHAPTER LV. 

Wei8Aaupt', PrieBt Degree; and MaBotIry a frivolOtll bu
sine". 

"'Taall that's good, &1'81'118 and bUnd, 
.. But prone to all lhat's ill ; 

II What dreadful darlme. yeils the miDd, 
II How oblltiuate lhe will. n"":Watt,; 

SpartfICUI (WeiBAaupt) to Cato (Ztoack.) 

(R. p. 11.) "SPARTACUS says~" speaking of the priest's 
degree, "One would almost imagine that this degree, as I 
have mallaged it, is genuine Christianity, and that its end 
was to free the Jews from slal·ery. I say, that Free Ma
'0Rry is concealed' Christianity. My explanation of the 
hieroglyphics, at least, proceeds on this supposition; and 
as I explain things, no man need be asluJmed of being a 
Christian. Indeed, I afterwards throwaway this name, 
and substitute Reason. But I assure you this is no small 
affair; a new religion, and a new state government, which 
'so happily explain one and all of these symbols, and com
bine them in one degree. You may think that this is my 
chief work; but I have three other degrees, all different, for 
'my class of higher mysteries, in comparison with which 
this is but child's play; but these I keep for myself, as Ge
neral, to be bestowed by me only on the Bene meritiBsimi. 
The promoted may be Areopagites, or not. Were you 
here, I should give. you this degree without hesitation. But 

Digitized by Google 



360 SUIlTACUS (WEISHAUPT) TO CATO (ZWACK.) 

it is too important to be intrusted to paper, or to be bestow· 
ed oilierwise tban from my own band. It is the key to hiI
tory, to religion, and to every state government in the 
world. [Tbe key to their destruction.] 

"There shaH be but three copies for all Germany. You 
cannot imagine what respect and curiosity my priest de
gree bas raised; and (which is wonderful) a famous prote. 
tant divine, who is now of the order, is perBllDikd tkat tke 
religion contained in it, is the true sense of Ohristianity. 
OMAN,MANI TO WHAT MAYEST THOU NOT BE PERSUADED. 

Who would imagine tbat I was to be the founder of a new 
religion 1" 

When describing to Cato the Christianity of the priest 
degree, as he had manufactured it, be says, "It is all one 
wbether it be true or false; we must have it, that we may 
tickle those wbo have a hankering for religion." 

I dare say the order of high priests, and the most excel
lent high priests, and grand high priests, and grand deputies, 
&c. in this Christian land, are free from all connexion with 
this degree of Illuminism. But it is a modem thing,- this 

,order of high priests; and the German so artfully contrived 
his, as to make it his boast, it will do no harm for the 
members to search it to the bottom. It may be that the 
(amous protestant divine of Weishaupt, is not the only one 
that has mistaken the doctrines of Illuminism for the true 
sense of Christianity. 

Having dwelt at length upon the great objects of his as
sociation, enumerating the obstacles to be overcome, and 
tbe supports to be derived from various sources, Weishaupt, 
in view of the necessary coadjutors in his work of moral 
reformation, exclaims: 

(R. p.93.) "But where are the proper persons, tbe good, 
the generous, and the accomplished, to be found 1 And 
how, and by wbat strong motives, are they to be induced 

.. The 19th of the Sublime Sovereiglll.-Dalel&o', 0raIi0ru, po 1.,. 
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to engage in a task so vast, so incessant, so difficult, and so . 
laborious 1 This association must be gradual. There an 
Bome tnJCh perBORB to be found in every ,ociety_ Such noble 
minds win be engaged by the heart-warming objecL The 
first task of the association must therefore be, to form the 
young members. As these multiply and advance, they be
come the apostles of beneficence, and' the work is now on 
foot, and advances with aspeed increasing every day. TAe 
BligAlut ob,ervation ,I&ouJB tkat nothing wiU B9 much con
tribute to increase the zeal of the member, qB ,ecret union. 
We ,ee with what keenne" and zeal the frivolous btuine" 
of Free MfJ80nry U conducted, by per'ORBinit together by 
the ,ecrecy of their union. It is needless to inquire into the 
causee of this zeal which secrecy produces. It is a univer
sal fact, confirmed by the history of every age. Let this 
disposition of our nature, therefore, be directed to this no
ble purpose, and then all the objections urged against it by 
jealous tyranny and affrighted superstition, will vanish. 
The order will thus work silently and securely; and though 
the generous benefactors of the human race are thus de
prived of the applause of the world, they have the noble 
pleasure of seeing their work prosper in their hands." 

In his remarks upon the keennes, and zeal with wAick 
.. coruI.ct the frivolous busine,s of Free MfJ8tmry, Wei.f. 
Aaupt ~ah like a man of sense. 

.' 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

]t was the plan of the Illuminees to represent Free Mason
ry as true Christianity: then easily showing Free Ma
sonry to be a bloiJder of wind, they entirely abolished all 
regard for the gospel from 'the heart, of their pupils • 

.. Bh.n atheilltAl dare iJIlIUlt the crOl8-
.. or ourincamate God? 

" Shall infidels revile his truth, 
" And trample on his Itlood? 

.. What if he choole mysterious ways 
.. To cle&lllle us from our faultl; 

" May not the works of sovereign pace 
.. TraollCOod our highest thoug~tI ?"-WlJlIl. 

Philo (Knigge) to Cato (Zwack.) 

(R. p. 121.) "WE mo.c;tconsider the ruling propensities 
of every age of the world. At present, the cheats and 
tricks of the priests have roused all men against them, and 
against Christianity. But, at the same time, superstition 
and fanaticism rule with unlimited domjnion, and the un
derstanding of man really seems to be going backwards. 
(This was right in him.) Our task, therefore, is doubled. 
We must give such an account of things, that' fanatics shall 
not be alarmed, and that shall, notwithstanding, excite a 
spirit of free inquiry. We must not throwaway the good 
with the bad, the child with the dirty 'water; but we mUlt 
tnake the ,ecret doctrine, of C/,riBtianity be received as the 
,ecretsof genuine Free Malonry.· But, farther, we have .. 

• The Gl't.Ild Chaplain, and the Grand Chapter of New-York, could 
have bad no IQIPicion, that, in publishiDg ".Il s.,.tem tj' ~ioe Mao 
1tfI'Iy," they were moat eft"eetu..uy aicliDr the lIClhemu of WumiDiIm. 
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to deal with the despotism of prin~ This increases every 
day. But, then, the spirit of free40m breathes and sighs 
in every corner; and, by the assistance of hidden ~hools of 
wisdom, liberty and equality, the natural and imprescripti
ble rights of man, warm and glow in every breast. We 
must, therefore, unite these extremes. We proceed in this 
manner. 

"Jesus Christ established no new religion; he would 
only set religion and reason in their ancient rigb~. For 
this purpose he would unite men in a common bond. He 
would fit them for this by spreading a just morality; by en
lightening the understanding, and by assisting the mind to 
shake oft" all prejudices. He would teach all men, in the 
first place, to govern. themselves. Ruler. would tAm be 
needleu, and equality imd liberty would take place wit1aout 
any revolution, by the natural and gen#e operation of rea
.on and ezpediency. This great teacher allows himself to 
explain every part of the Bible in conformity to these pur
poses; and he forbids all wrangling among hiS scholars, 
because every man may there, find a reasonable application 
to his peculiar doctrines. Let this be true or false,it does 
not signify. This was a simple religion, and it was so far 
inspired; but the minds of his hearers were not fitted for 
receiving these doctrines. • I told you,' says ~e, • but lf4L 
could not bear it.' Many, therefore, were called, but few 
chosen. To these elect were intrusted the most important 
secrets; and even among them there were degrees of in
formation. There was a seventy, and a twelve. All this 
was in the natural order of things, and according to the 
habits of the Jews, and, ihdeed,of all antiquity •. The 
Jewish Theosophy was a mysterY; like the Eleusinian, or 
the Pythagorean, unfit for the vulgar. . And thus ~e doc
trines of Christianity were CQlDmitted to the Adepti, in a 
DUciplina .Arcani. By these they were maintained like the 
vestal fire. They were Upt "', only in Aidden ,ocietie., 
wAo Atmded them down to poIterity; and they are now poI
,",ed by ". genuine Free Mason,." 
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N. B. "This explains," says Professor Robison, "the 
orip of many anonymous pamphlets which appeared 
about this time in Germany, .• howing thal Free M fUtrIl1!I 
filM Oltristianity. They have, doubtless, been the works 
bf Spartacus and his partisans among the Eclectic Masons. 
Nicholai, the great ap~stle of infidelity, had given very fa
vourable reviews of these performances, and having always 
shown himself an advocate of such writers as depreciated 
Christianity, it was natural for him to take this opportunity 
of bringing it still lower in the opinion of the people. Spar
tacus, therefore, conceived a high opinion of the impor
tance of gaining him to the order, and exults exceedingly 
in the acquisition, saying, "that he was an unwearied 
champion, et quidem contentilrimti •• " [He took the name 
of Lucian, the ancient scoffer.] Of this mao, Philo says, 
., that he spread this Christianity into every comer of Ger-
m~n • 

"I have put meaning," says Philo, .. to all the dark sym
bols, and have prepared two degrees, introducing beautiful 
ceremonies, which I have selected nom among those of the 
ancient communions, combined with those of the· Rosaic 
Masonry; and now." says be, "it will appear that IDe are 
'he tmly tnIe Ohristians. We shall now be in a condition 
to say a few words to priests and princes.. I have so COD
trivedthings, that I would admit even popes and kings, at: 
ter the trials which I have prefixed; and they would be glad 
to be of the order." 

This Philo-Knigge is the famous Free MasoD mentioned 
by Professor Robison. (p. 33'J.) He subdivides the adepts 
of Illwriinism into two classes; those who scoff at reveIa· 
tion, and those who need a revealed reliA'ion to fix their 
ideas. To explain this he writes to Cato, (that is Zwack,) 
in the following terms. 

(B. p. 121.) "To unite these two classes of men, to 
make them concur and co-operate towards our object, it 
waa necessary to represent Christianity in such a light, as 
to recall the superstitious to reason, and to teach our more 

• 
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eaalighteDed sages not to reject it on account of ita abuse. 
This should have been 1M BeCret -of MtlllIIII'y, and have led 
UI to our object. Meanwhile despotism strengtbeos daily. 
though liberty UDiversaUy keeps pace with it. It wu neee. 
8U')' then to unite the extremes. We therefore assert here, 
that Christ did not establish a new religion, but that his in
tention wu simply to reinstate natural religion in its npts ; 
ahat by giving a I(t'neral bood of union to the world, br 
diffusing the light and wildom of his morality, ... bf 
disaipating prejudices. Ail intention tDfJI to IetIdI VI de ...., 
of governing OUN_'. and to rNJItablifA, wiIhout cAe no. 
,., ,..., of ~. cAe reign of liber1f and·eqaalifr 
~ ram. This wee euily done by quoting certain ~Jt" 
&om seripture. and by giving explanatioDB of them.". OJ' 

,_ . if of little ~. protJidetl etd ORe jituU G 

'eRIe ia tAele doctn.u CORIORtIIII tDitla Ail ret.IIOII. We 
add, that this religion. 10 simple in itsel( was aftenvarda de. 
faced; but that 6, lReaJU of im1ioltJble m;req. it AaI b6ea 
CnJIIItaiIted in puriIv 10 VI tlartnl8IaFree MtJIOItrY .... " Sparta
CUe (Weishaupt) had collected many materiaLI for this, and 
I added my di8coveries in the instruction for these two de
. grees. Our people. therefore, being conviooed that we 
alone .are poaeaed of cAe real ,ecret, of ClarUtianit,l. we 
have but to add a· few wordl against the clergy and prin
ces. In the lut mysteries we have to unfold to our adepq 
dU piotu fraud, and then by writings demonstrate the on. 
girr of all rel90US impositions, and their mutual CODDes
ion with the other."· 

(R. p. 169.) Again, Philo says. "I have been at unwea
ried pains to remove the fean of some, who imagine tIlat 
oar superion wast to abolish Christianity;. but by and by 
tJaeir prejudices will wear otT, and they will be more at their 
ease. Were I to let them know that our General holda 
all religion 'to be a lie, and VIa IJN., 11IIl1/ to l«IIl .. by. 
de 11018-" , 

These thiDp require no COJIUB~t; the reader cumot 
&Ul to reflect upon theJn. 
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r copy them with a full persuasion that, if the projectors 
or Dluminism could see Mr. Town's Speculative Free Ma
sonry, and know the reception it has met with, they would 
cry out, in the language of Weishaupt, with increased won
der, " 0, man, man! To what mage.t thou not be perllUl
detl !" 

This is the language of truth and soberness. The very 
aim of those dark conspirators of the old world, has been, 
in one essential feature, aided materially by -the Masons in 
the New. I know, brethren, "that through ignorance ye 
did it." But what induced that ignorance 1 what led to the 
unhallowed deed 1 what has 80 long concealed it from the 
searcbings of conscience, and from the reproof of the just ? 
A fond attacbment to a nocturnal association, blinding the 
eyes, and pe"erting the heart, is both the source and the 
support of this singular deluSion. . 

(B. p. 124.) " We must, first," says SpartacUl, "gradu
aUy explain.away all our preparatory pious frauds. And when 
persons of discernment find fault, we must desire tbem to 
consider the end of all our labour. This sanctifies our m~s, 
which,at any rate, are harmless, and have been useful,even in 
this case; because they procured us a patient hearing, when, 
otherwise, men would have turned away -from us like pet
ted children. This will convince them of our sentiments 
in all the inte"ening points; and our ambiguoUl expres
sions will then be interpreted into an endeavour to draw 
answers of any kind, which may show- us the minds of our 
pupils. Second. We must unfold, from history and other 
writings; the origin and· fabrication of all religious lies what
ever; and then, third, we give a critical history of the or
der. - Bttt 1 cannot but laugh, when I tkink of tke reo4y re- . 
ceptima whicl& all tkiB katI met uti/A from tlae gratJe and learn
eclditm&e8 of Germany, and of EnglanJl.." 

Bena meritiuitM,yea, my countrymen, m(ijJt deservedly. 
What consummate art this man discovers in his attempts 

to remove every thing sacred in religion, and desirable in 
national policy, from the aft'ections of his pupils I Repeat-
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edly he assures th~lJl, that the venerable order has no . con
cern with religion or politics; and makes the novice even 
swear to oppose the enemies o.f civil society. These things 
he calls preparatory pioru frauds, which are gradually to 
be explained away; and then he unfolds,from hUtory, the 
origin and fabrication of all religious lies whatever. 

No, it is not art; it is depraved cunning, joined with 
inhuman malice; it is the serpent writhing his secret way 
to nestle in the open bosom. Free Masonry atl'orded. a 
shelter for Weishaupt; she masked his batteries; she co
vered his. attacks; sbe divided and .distracted his enemies, 
the friends of civil government and religion; she enlisted 
his recrtnts; she disseminated his doctrines .. 

She did; and if this were all, we might forgive her; but 
she Iuu never ceased to do it. Weishaupt is forgotten, but 
his doctrines and his disciples live. IUuminism is accursed, 
but it costs her pupils nothing to change the Dllme, and re
tain the· principles. They have done it. The name is 
abandoned, as the name of Free Masonry eventually Inust 
be; but the principle. find a channel for themselves, and 
they will find one in every large community. Falsehood 
is their life; yet, to be current, they must appear'fair and 
true. They, therefore, assume the form least to be feared 
or doubted; ,they attach themselves to morality and piety, 
as very important to screen them from suspicion, though 
quite in the way of their ulterior designs. 

We have no reason to be anxious; we have abundant 
reason to be on tbe alert; and only one rule upon this head 
will always serve, i e. to punilh IUuminism under wAatever 
cloak we find it. 
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CHAPTER LVII. 

Female LodgeB of tlie lUumineu • 

.. NODe lhaD antie my 'irrin zemet 

.. Bat one to whom the8llCl'et'abown 
" Of fam'd Free Muonry ; 

.. In which the greAt and good combine, 
" To raise with generoWl deeign, 

.. Mu to felicity." 

.. To source of the passioDs," say the sect, "is pUN ; 
it is nece8sary that every one should be able to gratifY his 
within the 'bounds of virtue, and that our order should fur
Dish him with' the means." (B. p. BO.) 

(B. p. 24.) Plan for an Order of Womea.-" This or
der lhall be subdivided into two cluses, each forming a se
parate society, and having a different secreL The first 
shaD be composed of virtuous women; the 8econd, of the 
wild, the giddy, and the voluptuous, GU8IC¥veifeaden. 

" Both classes are to be ignorant that they are under the 
direction of men. ,The two superiors are to be persuaded 
that they are under a mother lodge of the same sex, which 
tl'anlmits its orders; though in reality these orders are to 
be transmitted by men. 

"The brethren who are iritrusted with this superinten
dance, shall forward their instructions without making 
themsetves lmown. TheY shall conduct the first, by pro

. moting the reading of good books; but shall form the lat-
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ter to the 1Il1s of lect.etly grtz,ifying tMir palftonI, dwda 
begnugung ihrer liM.emchaften im verborgenm." . 

A preliminary discourse prefixed to this plan points out 
the object and future services of these illulllinized sisters. 
'The advantages which the real order would reap from 
this female order, would be, first, the money which the sis
terhood would pay at their initiation; and, secondly, a 
hellVY tlU upon their curiosity, under the supposition of 
secrets that are to be learned. And this association might, . 
moreover, serve to gratify those brethren who had a tum 
for sensual pleasure." 

I will· not insult the reader with a comment upon this 
specimen of the morality of the wors~ippers of reason; 
but Paul charges the licentious, that " this is the will of God, 
even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from forni
cation: that every one of you should know how to »OssesB' 
his vessel in sanctification and honour; not in the lust of 
concupiscence. to (The". eh. 4.) 

KaROl to 8ebtutUm; 1782. 
[It does not appear to whom these names belonged: 

they were no mean Dluminees.] 
(R. p.I37.) "The propos.al of Hercules to establish a 

Minerval schoOl for girls, is excellent, but requirea much 
circumspection. Philo and I have long conversed on this 
subject. We cannot improoe tke world without improving 
women. But how shall we get hold of them 1 How will 
their relations, particularly their mothers, immersed in pre
judices, consent that others shall influence their education 1 
We must begin with grown girls. Hercules proposes the 
wife of Ptolemy Magnus. I have no objection, and I haTe 
four step-daughters, fine girls. The eldest, in particular, 
is excellent. She is twenty-four, has read much, is above 
all prejudice, and in religion she thinks as I do. They 
have much acquaintance among the young ladies their re
lations. It may immediately be a very pretty society. under 
the management ·of Ptolemy's wife, but really UDder Ail 

47 
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management. You must contrive pretty degrees, and 
dresses, and orpaments, and elegant and decent rituals. 
No man must be admitted. This will make them become 
more keen, and they will go much farther than if we were 
present, or than if they thought we knew of their proceed
ings. Leave them to the scope of their own fancies, and 
they will put us to the blush, and create IlIl enthusiasm, 
which we can never equal. They will be our great apos
tles. Reflect Ion the respect, nay, the awe aDd terror in
spired by the female mystics of antiquity. [Think of the 
Danaids-think of the Theban Bacchantes.] Ptolemy's 
wife must direct them, and she will be instructed by Ptole
my, and my step-daughters by me. We must always be 
at hand to prevent the introduction of any improper ques
tion. We mU!lt prepare themes for their discussion-thus 
we shall confells them, and inspire them with our sentiments. 
No man, however, must come near them. This will fire 
their roving fancies, and we may expect rare mysteries. 
But I am doubtful whether this association will be durable. 
Women are fickle and impatient. Nothing wiD please 
them b.ut hurrying from degree to degree, through a heap 
of insignificant ceremonies, which will soon lose their n0-

velty and iIiftuenC6. To rest seriously in ene raJai, and to 
be still and rilenI when they have fOllNl oat tke whole u a . 
cheat, uawi of which tkey are incapable. [Hear, hear, 
hear.] They have not our motives to persevere for years, al
lowing themselves to be led about, and even then to lwld 
their tortgUBl, when they .find tkat tkey have been deceived. 
Nay, there is a risk, that they may take it into their heads 
to give things an opposite turn, and then, by voluptuous 
allurements, heightened by aJfp.cted modesty and decency, 
which give them an irresistible empire over the best men, 
they may turn our order upside down, and in their tum will 
lead the new one."· 

• There wu found in the hand-writing of Zwack, a projeot for a . Sister. 
hood, in llUb8erviency to the deeignl of the muminati. In it are the fol-
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NCb rOml of fully iu Free MaIuery Iemains to be intro
duced into this couniry, except that of pemalu lodgU?b. 
may bbXptUbt it; bbrbd it is to see how it ap~uars at 
home, that we may know how tu ebbceibbb it cbblbbing 
To this end I further meseb,t an account of ceremonies in . . 
a of French dames at tte .fW1mal n siste, ; amI it 
eeSSe, a deuble i"tere?bt from the fact. that no tbeblic ceremony 
iI more frequen#.ly perf01'11U:liJ. by lhhasonry in tlUi"??; 
tkat gehich she Ferjarm!1 at the graves oj her sons. On no 
occasion dYbes ?bde pzme grebder cnntergpt urb"?n the Chebbb' 
tian religion, and its Florified Author; on no occasion does 
she more uutragu decuucy buith hur uneYb"?th ab,FE 

, mummerf. and ornaments. than in assuming. with pomp 
and bblrcumetanb,bbb, to hury her dtbeh ; her eyes 
heabben, unmindful of our Advocate there; depositing the 
mar~e dmt in wizhoutt or or 
bblightest mention of Him who is the Resurrection and the 
Life, •• thg ludge of qb.Rick 19R1d deed. x • 

.. Funeral ceremont which took place in S. Chap. M. of 
the f.adi"?, fiCOS,ltis of the ~non tlf Dee. 
5811. In memory of Madam Sister .Adelaide Girmu, 
haughter Elmillac, Grand Almonrnm of ihis 
who died fifth morning of the tenth sign of 5811, E. D. 
[Thn ,eahege mb,gflt a Food deal Frb"b' Mmnnry 
these rites; thed are much above the master's degree.] 

.. DECORATION OF THE CH.\PTER • 

.. The tnmspmnncy and of noveied with 

IflwiT pUllam",-" will flf &egb"bfl. a"., proc'bg" us b"eb m',b"'b 
information and monty. and willluit charmingly the lute of many of our 
truest ... embetb. wh""be 10" ... of iR ... sex. It sh'b"Ko, CO""'b? of Kb'" cI"' ... · 
e., the virtuous, and freet Ko",arteKo. Th",y must ".tt kn",g of ",,,,eKo Oth"K. 
and must be under the direction of men, but without knowing it. Proper 
Kooob must Ko", Kout in?" their Koands, ""d IUs",b (but tsere'£e) at flung· 
ing to their pusions."-Robi,on, p. 110. ' 
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black crape. . Bands of crape upon the emblems upon the 
wand of the grand mistress, upon the triple triangle of the 
general of the order, upon th~ wands of the grand mis
tresses of the secret, and of the ceremonies, and upon the 
baskets of the dower girls. The canopy, and the curtains 
of the chapter, black and white, with ermines between. 
At the centre was a pedestal with a funeral urn, upon which 
was written S. Adelaide; the ornaments of the deceased 
sister were appended to the urn. Upon tbe throne the 
torch of benevolence was lighted. 

" Costume of the Ladies Ecossais; white, a girdle of 
black ribbon, a black crape veil upon the head, bare or co. 
vered, ruff in diamond. 

" Costume of the commanders Ecossais; (particularly 
invited,) full suit of black; boots expressly prohibited. 

" ARRANGEJlENT OF THE HALL. 

" Madam the grand mistress occupiefl the throne; the 
commaqder in chief of the order at her right; the master 
of the mother lodge of France at her left; the Master of 
the G.'. Sphinx by his side. The dames of eloquence, by 
their altar at the east of Tabor. The dames, secretaries, 
by the see. general. 

" The two grand dames of the secret in Asia, with the 
dames standard bearers. The grand treasurer, at her. 
altar, with her assistant. The place of the almonress is 
vacant by the death of Sister Adelaide. 

" The grand mistresses of ceremonies, at their stations, 
with their assistants. The dame G.'. I.'. sword bearer, 
seated upon an arm-chair with a sword before the urn ; the 
flower girls by her side upon crickets. The sister dames 
upon elevated seats. The good demoiselles by the side of 
the grand assistants. The dames assistants of the first and 
second rank, at their altars with their aids. 

" The invited commanders and visiters, upon the ele
vated seats, the lower seats, and in the gallery. The music 
in America. 
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" The scrutators of Mount Tabor tiled the vWters, and 
ezamined their letters of invitation, and their cost11me. 

" CUB.OMT B£rollE THE CELEBlUTION or THE I'UNERAL. 

"The sister dames (with the exception of those to be 
received into the lodge) were first arraDged, having with 
them only the officers of their cbapter, and those of the 
temple of Tabor. Madam the grand mistress, attired in 
the apron of a novice. [They are about receiving some 
apprentice Masons.] 

"One grand mistress of ceremonies, and one grand 
mistress of the secret, went to conduct in the candidates 
for admission. (The music took their station.) Having 
kneeled, they took the oath of the first degree, and were 
received by madam, the grand mistress, and seated in the 
front row of elevated seats in Europe and Amca. 

" This finished, the two graDd mistresses of ceremonies 
went into the inner room, and called thus: The Oomman
ikrs of Mount Tabor, with the Ecossau of the order. 

" The two mistresses of ceremonies entered with them, 
and seated them. They then returned to the outer apart
ment, and called with a loud voice. The respectable pren
dents of the elements of the order, with the mtUter of the 
mother lodge of France at their head. 

" At their entry all the chapter rose" the grand mistresses 
of ceremonies conducted them to their plaoes, and these 
illustrious Masons being seate.d, the chapter also sat down. 

" The mistresses of ceremonies returned to the outer 
apartment, and cried, with a 'loud voice, "The brothers 
visiters, Masons, whatever may be their creed or ritual." 
The mistress of ceremonies allowed to enter only the num
ber necessary to fill the empty places, without intel11lption 
to the ceremonies; the rest were placed in the gallery. 

" DISCOURSE 01' MADAM THE GllAND MISTRESS. 

" My dear Sisterlf-A funeral garb, a deep obscurity, and 
continued groanings I What misfortune, then, threatens 

I 

D;9;t;zedJCoogle 



374 ILLUMINISM'. 

the Knoll of Tabor, lately so smiling? My companions, 
the altar of benevolence is deserted; what has become of 
the sister who served it with a heart so tender 1 Her seat 
is empty. The friend of the UDfort~ate, the mother of 
the poor, the good Almonress Adelaide; where is she 1" 

Recitative. [This is in French rhymes, and is conducted 
by the brother orator, by one of the dames' of eloquence, 
by two sister dames, and by the full choir. 1 IUb.titute aa 
e:clractfrom our fU'lumJ cermU»I!I, as published F. M. Li
brary, p. lOB. and Book of Const. of Mass., perfortMd at 
t/&e grave.] 

" Where is now our brother 1-
" He .ojoumeth in darltnes •• 
" Can we redeem our brother 1 
" We luJve not the ran.om. The place that hew him 

shall how !&ita no more • 
.. Shall his name be lost? [Here a roll is unfolded.] 
" The memory of a brother i. precioru. We will record 

hUname. 
" Write it here! [Viewing the roll.] 
" We will write it in our hearts. 
" How will it then be known 1 
" It .halllive in hi. virtue., which ,hall live in us, and in 

every brother. 
[Here strew flowers or evergreens.] 
.. Was he worthy 1 
.. Like him we will be brethren, and our laBt end ,hall 6e 

peace. 
" He was, indeed, our brother, but who hath done this 1 
" The Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away. 
" Let us, then, bless the name of the Lord." 
As cobwebs and the dust of years, are beautiful on bot-

• The reader may chance this, for the occuiOD, to riIkr; but I n&. 
to corrupt the purity of the oripW text, 
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ties of wine, so is the rust of antiquity which covers the 
ritual of our Grand Master Solomon; but the funeral rites 
of the lady lodge are furbished with modem improvements 
of surprising taste. See the foUowing : 

" Madam the grand mistress :.: [this character signifies a 
stroke of the mallet,] and, plucking the leaves from a rose, 
said: My sister, my first grand assistant; sisters and bro
thers, thU rOBe WIU beautiful. 

" The guard of the temple, supported upon her sword, 
replies: Suter.Adelaide u no more. . 

" The first grand assistant :.: [whack,] lJly sister, we are 
rOBU. 

" The guard of the temple: Silter Adelaide u no more. 
"The second grand assistant :.: [whack,] My .uter" 

we are ,Iwrt lived IU the rose,. 
" The guard of ~e temple: Suter Adelaide is no more." 
Next is a funeral chant from the fuU choir, in French 

rhymes, and the reader will accept as a substitute from our 
ceremonie, at the grave, the following-

" EJACULATION. 

" What is our life! It is a shadow! a dream ! 
" We once were-but, what were we I 
" Whither are we going! what shall we become I 
" Who is poor I who is rich I The king and the beggar 

lie down together I 
" Our brother hath forsaken us I 
" He is no longer one of ourselves ! 
" Every connexion of life has ceased! 
" The form is no longer beautiful! 
" He stretcheth not his hands to us ! 
" The hour of death has overtaken him I 
" Shall not ,ome friend comfort 11..11 ?" 
" Alas, me land is this mummery said at the grave of a 

Christian 7" The Free Mason's Library, p. 108., declares 
it is said at the grave of a Free r.fason. So does the Book 
of Cons. of Mass., word for word. 
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But attend the :.: of madam, the grand mist.reea, who 
BOrrowfully exclaims: " TAe tretIIUrY of the poor JIowVW 
.• Aer 1&aniU. " 

" Guard of the temple: Silter.Adelaide iI 110 -.or& 

"The first granq aasistant :.: .All her life ,I&e dftotetl to-
cAority. 

" Guard of the temple: Sister Adfllaitk iI no raore. 
" Second grand ll88istant :.: 81&e cOf'IIjorted tl&e unIIappy. 
"Guard of the temple: S. Adelaide ;, no 1fIOre." 

[Here follows a chant from a brother and a sister, to 
which the chorus subjoin ~] 

" SI&e iI no more." 
I substitute again a part of our funeral ,ervice at de 

I'"dVe, as given by the Free Masons'Library, p. 118; Free 
Masons' Monitor, 1802, p. 127; Preston's Illustrations of 
Masonry, Richard's edition, p. 104. 

" Invocations by the master; responses by the brethren, 
the usual honours accompanying each. 

" M. May we be true and faithful; and may we liv8 
and die in love! 

" Answer. So mote it be. 
'" M. May we profess what is good; and always act 

agreeably to our profession. 
"Answer. So mote it be. 
" M. May the Lord bless us, and prosper us; and may 

our good intentions be crowned with success. 
" Answer. So mote it be." 
But to return to the sister dames, in whose lodge the 

Fir" Grand A,_tant corresponds to our Senior Grand 
Warden, and the Secmul Grand AI_tan, to our Junior 
Grand Warden. 

"Madam, the grand mistress :-: (turning up a light and 
extinguishing it.) So the good .Adelaide AaI cealed in tie 
-., of her Cour'8. 

"The first grand ll88istant :-: (turning up a light and ex· 
tinguishing it.) An invilible breath AaI eztinguiI1Ied Mr 
life. 
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" The second grand assistant :.: (turning up a light and 
extinguishing iL ) You .ee how frail i. our life. " 

And here they chant again; after which, Madam, the 
grand mi&tl'ess, repeatedly smites the desk with a sensibili
ty of feeling, and a grace in the manner of wielding the 
mallet, which mal quite dishearten the grand masters of 
America. There are abundance of ceremonies yet to pass 
through, justifying the penetration of Mino., when he says, 
" Leave them to the .cupe of their own fancies, tIIIll they will 
put us to the blush: "I.efJ will be our great apo.tles." But 
lest our masters' cheeks crimson dangerously, we cease 
from the funeral rites, entirely omit the ceremony of in
stalling a new Almonress, and entreat Madam, the grand 
mistress, to close the lodge. 
~ Madam, the grand mistress :.: [whack.] Dame. and Com-

7RIJ7Il1er., life is a swift dream; beauty i. a frail flower; hap
pinus is a light perfume. Let us love, let us asllist our com
panioru; let us weep for our friends! 

.. Haviogdischarged our duty, let us retire in peace-'" 
:.: So mote it be :.: 
Hermes, ou Archives Mac;onniques, Paris, 5818. Tome-, 

i. p. 65. 

, 
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

tl&e 

,I deceiL aha and. .. not their ilisi:amph 10Dl" "-Walt,. 

i:1USCnlilisLrm.It£4 acti'£4ilis, this was 
ilisilisTI:HftSE!O by of yaperTI:, 1786, 
and in 1787, by the capture of all Philo-Knigge's corres-
i:4jlrndElDce, pilisymrs, for deadly potions, symdathetic 

me:tfrkfbfi of bed"ilish;k"i¥kber pestililisilistial va-
pour, a receipt ad excitandum furorem uterinum,-many 
for procuring abortion; a dissertation on suicide; and a 
¥¥¥ilisHLOIQ of fdl£4ityind with £4ilisme hudtilisds upon 
princes, nobles, clergymen, mll¥fJkants, Thilis uilisuosels 
of mischief were in the hand writing of Zwack." 

'" These are the men of whom we learn by observing their manner, 
&nd doing just the contrary way. They gloriflld retl107l. "My aim," 

Weishauy,L, is to aaason." ,'taason theircod8%ffif laws, bi: 
they m8%ffi"ht to ,£i,¥"DS8 with m,Zers a%ffih magistrata%, Reason, 

100, was their religion, hy which they r8ject di%ka8 %evelatimn. Reaaon 
waa their guide to prepare deadly potions, forge Beals, aDd justify suicide . 

.. h~o, that a ill Dever do," 
will in do, my fi'knmd, to eXalt "%lIOn isnh"h,ndeDt t"e worh 

mod. Em" season tefJrd the heanmnns, aDd mnnrk wisn 
sta.nd secure: but the moment reason would stand by herself; would tum a 
deaf ear to thw,aith the Lord; would refuBe the precept, because she can
¥Anni nndmire im h"priety momflAst %AsasoD rukk, mad: sbe be~ 

no bei££tkk tiAao th, ti",kan, wbkk rage 8nn,hAhmed, .. i: %, nnot Aba~ 
1l& aDd PharplLl' better th&n all the waters of Israel ?" She becomes DO 
better th&n thOle Jews, who, wheD Jesus Aid, .. Before Abraham was, I 

took kkiliA zth.lAseS to him ; ztecomes muminee" ££trust h" 
&n hour i 8s::lrrect he, once; mough have DASL you tAA 

'Vill&ny,she halotherl, &nd watches for the stumbling of the just. 

\..<u ..... J ... 
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Knigge also feU out with Weishaupt, and the correspon
dence connected with their quarrel is all published; "in 
which," says Professor Robison, .. Weishaupt's superiority 
is very manifest." But Knigge, in the end, acted the part 
of state's evidence, and assisted to discover the papers, and 
elucidate the mysteries of the order, which was formally 
suppressed in Bavaria and Wirtemberg by the government. 

It is not so easy to suppress the principles of the order, 
nor to bind the activity of its members. These assume 
new forms with the facility of Free Masonry, and ate ac
tive under a new organization. 

I hope the higher degrees of Masonry have no connex
ion with this corrupt association: those abo'Ve the eigh
teenth of Dr. Dalcho. It is with pleasure I hear the Doc
tor say, " In N ew-York, the b,jghest degree which is held at 
present, (A. D. 1803,) is the 18th." (DakAo's 0rati0ll8, p~ 
75.) Those above that degree have names of a fearful
complexion, after this glance at the German school of 11-
luminees. 

The names of the first eighteen are as follows: 
1. Entered Apprentice. 
2. Fellow Craft. 
3. Master Mason. 
4. Secret Master. 
5. Perfect Master. 
6. Intimate Secretary. 
7. Provost and Judge. 
S. Intendant of the Building. 
9. Elected Knights of 9. 

10. Illustrious Elected of 15. 
B. Sublime Knight Elected. 
12. Grand Master Architect. 
13. Royal Arch. 
14. Perfection. 
15. Knight of the East. 
16. Prince of Jerusalem. 
17. Knight of the East and WesL 
18. Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix de Heroden. 
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The remainder desene particular notice. 
190 • Grand Pontiff, i. e. High Priest. 
Weishaupt says of his: "You cannot conceive how 

much my degree of Priest is admired by our people. But 
what is the most extraordinary is, that several great protes
tant and reformed divines, who are of our order, ~ally be
lieve that that part of the- discourse which alludes to reli
gion, contains the true spirit and real sense of Christianity. 
Poor mortal,! what could I 1Iot make you believe? Can
didly I own to you, that I never thought of becoming the 
founder of a religion." I 

Cross's Chart treats of the order of high priesthood from 
Pille 129 to page 167. These p8.fles contain much to ex
cite the reader's surprise; but I will quote only the scrip
ture passages" made use of, during the ceremonies apper
\ainiog to this order." Whether it is solemn mockery thus 
to use them, every reader will judge for himself: 

" Gen. xiv. 12-24." 
From the 12th to the 17th verse, the account is given of ' 

Abraham's pursuing and overcoming the Assyrian conque
ror, and recovering Lot and the other captives, with their 
goods. 

17th v. "And the king of Sodom went out to meet him 
(after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and 
of the kings that were with him) at the ,'alley of Shaveth, 
which is the king's dale. And Melchisedeck, king of Salem, 
brought forth bread and wine: and he WIlS the priest of the 
Most High God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be 
Abram of the Most High God, [possessor of heaven Ilnd 
earth: and blessed be the Most High God,] which hath de
livered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him 
tithes of all. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, 
Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. And 
Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up my 
hand unto the Lord. the Most High God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth, that I will not take from a thread even to 
a shoe latf!hct. and that J will not take any thing that is 
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thine, lest thou shouldst say, I have made Abram rich." 
(p.l30.) 

I cannot divest myself of the fear, that this account of 
Abraham's generous conduct is read in the ceremonies of 
the masonic order of high priesthood, for the insinuation of 
a belief that the masonic order has some mysterious con
nexion with the order of Melchisedeck. This fear is in
creased by the following, read during the same ceremonies. 

(Heb. vii. l~.) "For this king of Salem, priest of the 
Most High God, (who met Abraham returning from the 
slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; to whom also Abra
ham gave a tenth part of all,) first being by interpretation 
King of Righteousness, and after that also, king of Salem, 
which is, King of Peace; without father, without mother, 
without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life; but, made like unto the Son of God; abideth 
a priest continually. Now consider how great this man 
was, unto whom even th e patriarch Abraham gave the 
tenth of the spoils. And, verily, th~y that are of the sons 
of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthOod, have a 
commandment to take ~thes of the people according to 
the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of 
the loins of Abraham." 

[Verse 17.] .. For he testifieth: Thou art a priest for 
ever, after the order of Melchisedeck." 

[Verses 20, 21.] "And inasmuch as not' without an 
oath he was made a priest . 

.. For those priests (under the Levitical Jaw) were made 
without an oath; but this with an oath, by him that said 
unto him, the Lord sware and will not repent; thou art a 
priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedeck."-OroSB's 
O/up1, p. 132. F. M. Library, p. 257. 

Language applied by inspiration to the priest of the Most 
Higb God, and to tile only begotten Son of God, is here 
perverted to hallow the High Priest of Free Masonry. 

Reader, tell me if the hand of Weisbaupt is not in all 
this? There cannot be a doubt of it, except what arise. 
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from the pious men belonging to the masonic priesthood j 
and when they know that the crafty Weishaupt was merry 
at the reception his degrees met from the grave and learned 
divines of England and Germany, they will know what to 
do; they will make haste to clear their skirts of this per
version of the scriptures, and this defamation of the Lord, 
who alone is a priest for ever after tire order of Mekkise
deck. 

" 20°. Grand Master of aU Symbolic Lodges." 
It was a part of Weishaupt's plan, " Make your inferiors 

believe, that all other secret societies, particularly that or 
Free Masonry, are secretly directed by us." (B. p. 204.) 
This order of grand masters may, or may not, have con
nexion with the plan of Weishaupt; but, certainly, it has 
"one with the symbolic l(jdges of North America. 

"21°. Patriarch Noach.ite, or Chevalier Prussian." 
I am very sorry to suspect evil of any thing pretending 

to purity; probably this degree has an object better than 
that of introducing Weishaupt's patriarchal state, " when 
each father shaH, like Abraham and the patriarchs, become 
the priest and absolute sovereign of his own family, and 
princes and nations shall disappear from the face of the 
earth, and that without any violence. " 

"Or Prussian Chevalier," or knight. If this degree of 
Free Masonry has been rightly named Pruasian, Frederick 
is certainly intended, and it is prudent to doubt its being 
founded in evangelical truth. 

"22°. Prince of Libnnus." 
"23°. Chief of the Tabernacle." 

-" 240. Prince of the Tabernacle." 
The tabernac1e was constructed by Moses for the cover

ing of the ark of the covenant; it was the holy dwelling 
place of the Divine glory. 

It were better not to trifle with its sanctity, by constitu
ting masonic chiefs and princes over it .. 

"25°. Prince of Mercy." 
"26°. Knight of the Brazen Serpent." 
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.. So did the Hebrew prophot raille 
.. The brazen serpent high; 
.. The wounded felt immediate eue, 
" The camp forebore to die," 

All know this; and common men neither know any other 
brazen serpent, nor what proper or honest connexion 
this can have with Free Masonry. This emblem Christ has 
appropriated to himself, the tme Prince of Mercy, in a way 
that it cannot be common to a nocturnal fraternity . 

.. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
80 must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever be
lie~eth in him should not perish, but have eternal Iife."
(John, iii. 14 and 15.) 

.. 270 • Commander of the Temple." 
Not good; Masons may build the temple . 
.. 280 • Knight of the Sun." 
This is the degree called by Barruel and Robison Oheva

lier du Soliel. It is down very deep in the arcana of Free 
Masonry; and, by their account, it is properly placed. 
Weishaupt prepared his pupils by long trials, and passed 
them through many degrees before he fully unveiled his 
design against every form of civilized society, as well as 
against revealed religion. 

"290 • K.--H." 
The Free Mason's Library, p. 317, unlocks this mystery. 

What do you think it can be, reader ?-Knight of that 
Holy Name, which, to blaspheme, is unpardonable by infi
nite mercy; .. it shall not be forgiven; neither in this world, 
nor in the world to come." Surely this ought to be the 
last of the black catalogue of masonic degrees. But now 
comes the royal secret, and Prince of Alasons . 

.. 30, 31, 32. Prince of the Royal Secret, Prince of Ma
sons." 

.. 33. Sovereign Grand Inspectors General." 
Grand Oircular of tlte Sublime Sovereigns, Dalcho·s 

Oration" p. 78. 

I "hardly know what to make of these things. They do 
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not appear well; and yet the slIblime sovereigns may be in
nocent of the connexion. They are strangers to the wri
ter; this evidence of their anti-Christian character is of a 
higher tone, but by no means so full as that exhibited in 
the work of Mr. Town; who, with his sponsors, and the 
grand chapter, was undoubtedly innocent of any evil inten
tions Blainst the institutions of religion, and of our coun
try. 
. The guilty one is Free Masonry; Jet her be taken and 
condemned, while her poor dupes escape. 

The reader well recollects the degree, caned, by the 
AbM Barruel, Kculo.eh, the horrid blasphemies of which 
so shocked and overwhelmed his pious friend. That degree 
he places next after Chevalier du Soliel, where the sublime 
sovereigns place the degree K.-H. 

Now, observe, that Kculo8ca is a Hebrew word,meaning 
Holy; and K. II., initials of KnigAu Holy, are explained, 
in 1816, by "Knights of the Holy Ghost." The inferehce 
would seem to be, that the twenty-ninth degree of the s0-

vereigns, and Kadosch, are the same. . The steps of Frcc 
Masonry are lofty, but her ways are not past finding out. . 
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CHAPTER LIX . 

.. w. ani Dot of the m,ht, DOl' of, darlna_; for they \hat"'" IIleep 
ia the DiPt, aDd tIaef that be druuken, are dnmIum ill the Difht; bllt let 
U, who ani of the day. be IOber."-l ThuI. chap. Y. 

TaB words of Professor Robison are now to my purpose. 
Familiar with the truths of natural acience, largely versed 
"in the knowledge of" mankind, acquired by intercourse with 
'V'arioUB nations in their polite circles; a favourite Mason in, 
the lodges of Britain, France, Germany, and Ruaaia, read 
and practised in the higher degrees of the craft, Secretary , 
of the Royal Institution in Edinburgh, of irreproachable life, 
and of a patriotic spirit, his opinion is entitled t~ great 
weight. 

(P.353.) "The above accounts evince, in the most in~ 
controyertible manner, the dangeroUB tendency of all mys
tical"societies, and of all associations who hold secret meet
ings. We see that their uniform progress has been from 
frivolity and nonsense, to wickedness and sedition. Weis
haupt has been at great pains to show the good effects of 
secrecy in the association, and the arguments are valid for 
his purpose. But all his arguments are so many dissuasive 
advicea to every thinking and sober mind. The man who 
really wishes to diacover an abstruse truth, will place him· 
self, if possible, in a calm situation, and will by no means 
expose himself to the impatient hankering for secrets and 
wonden; and he will always fear, that a thiag which rUG

lutely conceals it,elf cannot bear the light." (i. e. ,Free Ma
sonry.] 

49 
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"All who have seriously employed themselves in the 
discovery of truth, have found the great advantage of opeD 

communication of sentiment. And it is against common 
sense to imagine that there is any thing of vast impOrtahC8 
to mankind which is yet a secret, and whicl& rmut be kept II 
secret in order to be me/rd. This is against the whole expe
rience of mankind. And, surely, to hug in one's breast a secret 
of such mighty importance, is to give the lie to all our pro
fessions of brotherly love. What a solecism! a .ecret to 
enlighten and reform the whole world." [That is Free Ma:
sonry.] 

"If there be a necessity for secrecy, the purpose of IlB8()o 

ciation is either frivolous, or it is selfish." [i. e. Free Ma
sonry.] 

"Now, in either case, the danger of such secret assem
blies is manifest. Mere frivolity can never seriously occupy 
men come to age. And, accordingly, we see, that in every 
quarter of Europe where Free Masonry has been establish
ed, the lodges have become seed beds of public mischie£ 
I believe that no ordinary brother will say, that the occupa
tions in the lodges are any thing better than frivolous, and 
very frivolous indeed. [So mote it be.] The distribution 
of charity needs be no secret, and it is but a very smaD 
part or the employment of the meeting. This being the 
case, it is in human· nature, that the greater we suppOSe 
the frivolty of such association to be, the greater chance 
of its ceasing to give sufficient occupation to the mind, and 
the greater is the risk that the meetings may be employed 
to other purposes which require concealment. When this 
happens, ,elf-interest alone must prompt and role. [i. e. 
Free Masonry.] And, now,there iI no lengththat,omemen 
wiU not go, when they thinlc themselveB in no danger of de
tection and punishment. The whole proceedings of the se
cret societies of Free Masons on the continent, have taken 
one turn; and this is perfectly natural. In all countries 
there are men of licentious morals. Such men wish to 
hJlve a safe oppOrtunity of indulging their wit, satire, and 
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sarcasm; and they are pleased with the support of others. 
The desire of making proselytes is in every breast-and 
it is whetted by the restraints of society. And all 
countries have discontented men f whose grumblings will 
raise discontent in others, who might not have attended to 
lOme of the trifling hardships and injuries they met with, 
had they not been reminded of them. To be discontented, 
an'! not to think of schemes of redress, is what w& cannot 
think natural or manly; and· where can such sentiments 
and schemes find such safe utterance, and such' probable 
support, as in a secretsociety 1 Free Masonry is [ not] in
nocent of all these tbings, but Free Masonry has been 
abused, and at last totally perverted ; and so will, and must, 
any such secret association, as long as men are licentious 
in their opinions, or wicked in their diipositions. 

"It were devoutly to be wished, therefore, that the 
whole fraternity would imitate the truly benevolent conduct 
of those German lodges who·Aaveformally broken up, and 
made a patriotic sacrifice of their amusement to the safety 
of the state. I cannot think the sacrifice great or costly. 
It can be no difficult matter to find as pleasant a way of 
passing a vacant hour; and the charitable deeds of the 
members need not diminish in the smallest degree. Every 
person's little circle of acquaintance will give him opportu
nities of gratifying his kind dispositions, without the chance 
of being mistaken in tile worth of the persons on whom he 
bestows his favours. 

" But not only are secret societies dangerous, but all so- ' 
cieties whose object is mysterious. The whole history of 
man is a proof of this position. In no age or country has 
there ever appeared a mysterious association which did not 
in time become a public nuisance. 

"The object remaining a secret in the hands of th~ ma
nagers, the rest simply put a ring in their own noses, by 
which they may be led about at pleasure; and ,till panting 
after tke ,ecret, they are the better pleased the less they 
see of their way. A mystical object enables the leader to 
shift his ground as he pleases, and to accommodate himself 
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to every curreut of fashion or prejudice. This, again, 
gives him unlimited power; for he can make use of these 
prejudices to lead men by troops. He finds them alteady 
uaociated by their prejudices, and waiting for a leader to 
concentrate their strength, and set them in motion. And 
when once great bodies of men are set in motion, with • 
creature of their fancy for a guide, even the engineer him. 
lelf cannot say, " thus far shalt thou go, and no farther.' n 

And here I would stop, fearing to weaken the force or 
the appeal of this enlightened and just maD: but I have • 
word to say to my brethren. 

CHAPTER LX. 

CO~CLUSIOX • 

•• Let IOY8 bo without diBlimulation. Abhor that which is "il, clIit" to 
that wbich"iagood: be kindly afi'ectioned OD8 to anothel1rith brotherly 
love, in honour preferring one another." - Rllmaru, xii. 9, 10. 

" Foa you, brethren, I commenced this work; to you have I 
dedicated it; and, if you have accompanied me through 
ita pages, your heart will testify with me, that it ia"ot an 
effort· to seize the present excitement for· the wonhip 
of Mammon; but a collection of documents, selected 
with labour and arranged with care, having in its aim sole
ly the illustration of Free Muonry, without the fear of man, 
or the hope of earthly reward, to turn aside the shaft of 
troth. 

And what, my brethren, do we find Free Masonry 1-
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When men that have never been behind the curtain, at
tempt to describe what is done there, your patience fails ; 
your indignation finds not how to restrain itself. But 
Messrs. Steams, and Barruel, and Robison, with ten thou
iand more who are beginning to speak, have been behind 
the lcenes. You wiD not refuse to hear ,hem; otherwise 

. the world will hear them, and the retort ig7loramw, will set 
home effectually. 

Again, you have not known much about Free Masonry. 
It iI a fact. You, compared the little you saw with &he 
character of the upright men in the lodges, and with the 
purity of your own intentions, and thus Free MflIItmry hu 
been concealed from you. To make an inspection of her 
volumes, an examination of her peculiar principles, and to 
Dote the downward courte of her tendency, as seen in her 
European biltory, you have had neither the means, nor the 
Ie_e, nor the inclination. 

I have done it (or you, rising early and watching late, 
sparing neither labour nor pains, but bringing what know
ledge and what powers I possess, cheerfully and unremit
tingly to the task, in the exerciae. of that faithfulness which 
looks towuds immortality. It is not in the hearts of my 
countrymen'to condemn me unheard, or, having heard, to 
doubt what I say. 

And what do we find Free Masonry? 
Tbia interesting question is yet difficult satisfactorily to 

answer. To reply negatively is not difficult: "It is· not 
what it pretends to be:" but to tell what it U, you can 
gee, brethren, is scarcely possible. 

It is undoubtedly an imposture; but not on this account 
do men, on their death bed, request its funeral honoon. It 
is a fearless hypocrite; but not for this do men bestow its 
charities upon the widow and the orphan. It is the ene
my ci divine revelation; but not on that account do men 
of piety hallow its mysteriea with their prayert, and fill its 
hUlb with the bread of heaven. 

What is Free Muonry 1 Who can tell? 
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None doubt that it is very.frioolotu; (Professor Robi
BOD;) but theD what have men of sense to do with it t
None doubt that it is a selfiah institution; but why have ge
Derous BOuls a share of its honours 1 None can doubt that 
its pretended origin, antiquity, and universality, are false; 
but then why do men of InltA clothe in aproru on St. JoAn'. 
day! 

Ah I I fear we have aU been deceived in this scheme of 
darkness, but the old adversary. We have thought'it emp
ty, while he has known how to fill it: we have thought it 
innocent I&ypocrby, while he has prUfJed that no I&ypocriq 
.. innocent. 

What is Free Masonry 1 I reply &eely, brethren. 
The mother we know; there can be DO doubt of that; 

she yet wean her apron and trowel like an honest woman. 
But, how, when, or by whom she was defiled to bring forth 
the monster Free Masonry, does not appear. Many cir
cumstances fix tbe birth in the beginning of the 18th cen
tury: certainly that was ,the time when the child first be
gan to run to and fro in the earth; and the mother lodge 
which nourished and clothed the bantling, and sent her 
forth into the four quarters of the earth to deceive mankind, 
came herself into being A. D. 1717; indeed it'is 80; and 
in 17'JO, .. to the irreparable 1088 of the fraternity, several 
valuable manuscripts concerning the lodges, regulations, 
charges, secrets, and usages of Masons, were tOQ hastily 
burnt by some scrupulous brethren, who were alarm
ed at the intended publication of the masonic constitu
tions." 

These important facts are stated by Preston, p.171, 
Grand Mastership of George Payne, by Hardie, p. '27, and 
by TannehiU, p. '29. They are contradicted by no one. 

The Book of Constitutions which occasioned the above 
alarm and loss. came to the light three yean after, A. D. 
17'J3, and modestly claimed all those heavenly things and 
Dames in support of Free Masonry, which thousands since 
have been 80 simple as to repeat. And that bOok was the 
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first book, so far as my knowledge extends, in any Iango., treating of Free MtUonry. 
Now, for what was the fire- three yean before kindled 

by the scrupulous brethren, except, by destroying the re
cords, to throw an air of mystery over the monstrous birth 
they were hatching 1 It is but too plain: for Preston, Law
rie, Smith, and others, agree to state, that Free Masonry 
first went &om this same mother lodge to India, in 1728-9, 
and to America, in 1730; to Gibral'ar and Madritl, 1727, 
and to Saxony, 1730. .. From this period," says" the re
nowned historian of Free Masonry," Mr. William Preston, 
.from 1730 "IDe may date ,Ae commencement of ,Ae coue
quence and reputation of ,Ae aociety in Europe, as daily ap
plications were made for constituting new lodges, and the 
most respectable characters of the age desired their names 
to be enrolled in our records." (Rlutrationa of MtUonry, 
p. 180. Duke of Norfolk, Grand Master.) And Smith 
gives, at great length, the names and dates of the patents, 
including some for every people in Europe, Germans, Rus- -
sians, Swedes, Prussians; for the East and West Indies; 
Africa and America; Boston and the Cape of Good Hope; 
the most distant parts of the earth, where Britain had colo
nies, or commercial relations. 

For these facts, as for most others in tI)is volume, I am 
indebted, not to the enemies of Masonry, but to her standard 
authors; and they indisputably prove the very modem ex
tension of the society, whatever was its origin. To this 
lIlDle point the testimony of most diverse men, Robisoil and 
Weishaupt, fully aecords. 

I will not cloud these singular facts with one conjecture, 
but lea" them to the supposed descendants of Solomon to 
chew upon, as I have done; and, if at length, brethren, 
they find the true story of old Hiram and the temple is 
wholly a lie, and that they have been abused with solemn 
and multiplied asseverations of divinity, unirer.ality, mul 
ezcellent antiquity, whiJ~ the bastard is scarcely a hundred 
years old, and no better than she should be, I hope they 
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will sympathize with the writer in the full expression of in
dignation and abhorrence; that they will be heartily glad 
to mock at her, who, by her numerous Boob of Constitu
tiODS, professes to teach the seven liberal arts, and alao de 
bLlclr ar'; who proft'ers to give one a wonderful aecret, 
which is that she has none; who sprung &om the cloutlI
formed by the smoke of her own records, wAicA ",ere bum, 
/.,. 1M 1ununzr of ,he "'yltery; who stood the shock of 
.... and the revolutioDl of time, on the reputation of 
Xing Solomon; who is always and unchangeably the same 
alorioua fraternity, whether of three degrees, of ·BeYeD _ 

8JeeII, of thirty-three degrees, or forty-three degrees, or fifty
three degrees, or of ninety degreu! 

Yes, brethren, I hope you wiD feel no kindness of heart 
towards one who has 80 abused your confidence, mocked 
yourc:redulity, and trifted with your good aense. Pay her 
double for all her indecencies. The shamelea harlot J she 
h .. palmed henelf upon us ror chaste virtue. Fun of aD 
subtlety and craftiness, she would seem as simple and plain
faced as a tlowel. Promising to bring UI to the light, she 
tint put a thick baodaga over our eyes. Seeming to honour 
the Bible, she makes it ~ne light, wAere 'Ae IqIIIJt'e tmtl the 
comptU,e, are the other two: pronouncing charity with ten 
thoUlland tongues, she is careful how she extends it beyond 
her own. She can read .. mYltic chronicles long since for
gotten in tradition, and lost in history." She can hold con
verse with the spirit of other times, while she peruses the 
lDOIay stones of dilapidated walls. She can speak the lan
guage of Eden, .. which has come down uncorrupted &om 
the plaiDS of Shinar ;" and she who employed Ham in the 
ipble office of Tyler, to the disrespect of his own mother 
and listers, now admits listers to have their tyler aDd 
lodse l 

.. Your zeal, my friend, carries you beyond the bound. or 
modelty. You say tough things tha~ are true; but you 
have added to the eJ1trang8llce of Free Muonry, givinr 
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her ninety degrees, thirty-seven more.ps to her ladder 
than she ever thought of." 

Stay; but why may not Free Masonry have the other 
thirty-eeven degrees 1 Where, brethren, are the ancient 
land-marks 1 In 1730, the limit in America was three. In 
1797, a push was made to.even. In 1801, the sove
reign inspectors announced thirty-tiree in direct dBCent, 
ond tftJaty collateral degree.. (See .Dakho'. Oration •• ) 
In 1816, the· DtBDber in direct ascent was increased to 
forty-three. (See 1'. M. L.) And now why not go to 
ninety 1 It is .done. I have before me, in fair type, the 
names, and the numbers against the names, of "mety de
K'661 of Free Masonry as given In Europe in 1825. They 
are in French, divided in~ four series; the·first of thirty
three I!JfIIbolic degrees; the second of thirty-three pAilo
BOP_ degrees; the third of eleven myltic degrees, and 
the fourtIa of thirteen hertndic and ca(JaliBtic degrees. The 
four series are again divided into seventeen classes. The 
'Jast I copy for the satisfaction of the brethren; but let me 
not attempt to translate the universal language. 

"l.,.th·Class. 870 • SS.·.·GG.·. P.·. P.·. Go'. Go'. MM.'. 
Constit. Rep. Legit. de l'OM pour 
la premiere S6rle. 

880 • Idem pour la deuxieme serie. 
890. Idem pour Ja troweme serie. 
000. Et demier degre SS ... GGo'. MM.'. 

Abs. Puiss. Sup. de l'Ord. 
EBprit du Do~ p. 262 • 

.. Whate1'8r we tell 
" Of TruU& that'. improb&ble, 
.. Sh&n be depoeed by tb_ h&ve _n't, 
.. Or. what'. u good. produced in print: 
.. ADd It tb8J will aut take oar word, 
.. We'Jl proveit true upon reeord." 

Thus, brethren, such a flood of innovation has gone over 
the ancieftt Umd-marlu, that Free Masonry's own science, , 50 
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MtJIOI&iu, could never again run the lines and establish the 
comers; without a very free use of her faculty of Abrac. 

It has not fared better with our anCient ctUtOf1U and ."a~ 
ges. Time was when men disabled in body or limbs, meR 
of mean parentage, and without some reputable mode of 
obtaining a living, were excluded from our privileges. But 
the licentiousness of modem times makes little account of 
these wholesome regulations, admits the halt, the maimed,. 
and the disreputable alike; and this to an extent that we 
are sometimes pinched for want of honourable men to SUB

tain the dignities of the society; opr very grand masters 
being lifted up by their station. And, if only men were ad
mitted, we might yet hope, that some Napoleon in .Mason
ry, by a complete overthrow of the temple, would remodel 
it upon the ancient foundation, according to the usages of 
antiquity; but wi'I.h the admission of ladies, all hope is ' 
lost Once a Mason always a Mason; the ladies have their 
lodges, their fetes, their funeral8; the ship is lost, we can
not hinder it; we have only to seize a plank, and save our 
own lives. 

Again, our emblems were our boast. We learned to cir
cumscribe our passions by the compaues; to do as we 
would be done by, upon the square; and freedom, fervency, 
and zeal, were deeply instilled into our minds with chal1c, 
charcoal, and clay. We could see the very image of inno
cence in our wl,ite tzpr0718, the frailty of mortal hopes in a 
broken column, and the truth of history in the dealh of Hi
ram. But another has robbed us of our art; an infernal 
grand master has entered into our schools, takes our mas
ter's gavel to knock oft' all religious prejudices, the trestle
board of Hiram to draw schemes of infidelity, and the Ma
son's trowel to spread the cement of hatred to the cross .. 
It is high time for common men to forsake the school. 

In view of these things, brethren, it had been my duty as a 
master Mason, to confer with you plainly upon this subject; 
(Vide Master's Charge;) my duty as one appointed" to c0r

rect irregularities," " to preserve unsullied the reputation of 
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f1ae jraiernity," and to whom .. the ~ent land-nuzr1cs of the 
order are intrusted;" 1lII one cluzrged" never to BUffer a devia
tion from 'he established usages and customs of the frater
nity," and to "let no motive make me swerve from duty, 
violate my vows, or betray my trust;" to address you, 
brethren, freely, as I have done in this volume, upon the 
subject of M.Lionry. None can deny it: but I renounce 
the harJot, I serve a better master, obey a holier command
ment, and addrt:1RI you in the name of your country, and of 
your religion, your children, and your immortal hopes. 

I have no apology to make for disrespect to Masonry; 
but if, in the heat of the battle, or in the ardour of the 
pursuit, I have once been unkind toward brethren, my 
countrymen, and my friends, I regret iL Lodges and grand 
Jodges' with their seals, authors and orators with their ef
forts, are her organs, and have necessarily shared more or 
Jess with her in condemnation. As organs of Free Ma
sonry, I can proffer no apology to them; but, if at any mo
ment, sentiments have been" uttered disrespectful to them, 
except as the organs of Free Masonry, I regret it. 

You, reader, may be free to laugh at Free MasUM, but 
the writer is not. He was lawfully made, in a legally con
stituted lodge of Free Masons, and has never openly signi
fied to his lodge, nor to any lodge, that he should have no 
more concern with the Daughter of the NighL Until he 
has so signified to his lodge, his name lUpports tAe fraterni
ty; and he will not revile the men. who compose it. He 
will respect and honour them. They have been led in by a 
good motive, and have not yet seen cause for so extreme 
measures as attend a public disavowal of Free Masonry. 
But the writer has seen cause, and will take an early op
portunity, formally to withdraw his name from the lodge. 
Others, having studied the subject, as he hasstuclied it, will 
revolt from it too: even reading the result of his labours, 
they will have less relish for the lodges, less zeal for the 
chapters, less eagerness in pursuit of the secret, less ambi
tion to become grent Masons, less love of Masonic pomp, 
aprons, and sashes, and title!!. 
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The glory of it. darlmeu hal departed from Free .M. 
'onryJ, and none is left it save the honour of the gentlemen" 
who support it; mea more honouring than honoured The 
present state of Wngs will not long continue. The sober 
part of the members will secretly or openly forsake the 
nocturnal assembly; the more sensible will avoid bein& 
seen in public, childishly girt with a feminine badge, " more 
ancient than the golden fleece, or RODlan eagle, more ho
nourable than the star and garter, or any other order which 
can be conferred by any king, prince, potentate, or other 
person, except he be a Mason," viz. a white leather apron. 

The society will fall entirely into the hands of the igno
rant and lIelfish. And who will have the courage to rescue 
it fr~m their hands 1 W hat good man will enter its dark 
vaults to control the spirits who will assemble there 1 Not 
one who prizes his good name enough to avoid bad com
pany ; not one who is unwilling to countenance dark delu
sion, at the risk of being accounted simple, or deeply de
signing; not one who has understanding to perceive, that 
in supporting a hypocritical mystery, he will stand convict
ed before the public of some base purpose, some pursuit 
of darkness, some selfish aim, which, to succeed, must, like 
the fallen angel, "be cautious of day." 

Such there "are, and will be. To them Free Masonry is 
suitable; they are welcome to it. But the virtuous and 
upright, the pious and faithful, the just and true, have no 
proper connexion with Free Masonry; those who revere 
the testimony of the Amen, "the faithful1llld true witness, 
" Whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and of my words; 
of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Fatller, with the holy angels :" 
to them I call, in the language of the prophet, "Come out 
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues." 

TOE END. 
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