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Not long ago a book that was issued back a number of years entitled 
"Gentlemen 9 You Are Madtt~ took up the probability of a previous world hav= 
ing been destroyed by atomic energyo Of course 9 there is no historical 
foundation for such a belief~ but it is an interesting problem with which 
to speculate, especjally in the light or the increasing use of universal 
energy in the scientific development of military defensive and offensive 
mechanism. 

There is a record that goes back 9 a long way back in the history or 
our race, a record or a lost world that was destroyed long prior to Atlan­
tis, even before the Lemurian world 9 described in the sagas and eddaSof 
the Scandinavians as Ragnarock 9 the Age of Fire and Gravelo This is sup­
posed to coincide with the destruction of a planet 9 now a group of frag= 
ments revolving or rotating around our suno This planet 9 or what is how 
the asteroids of the Sun 9 was destroyed by some kind of combustion at a 
remote t1me 9 and according to Ignatius Donnelly in his book on Ragnarock 9 

large pieces of this planet struck the eartll, one fragment struck in the 
area of the Great Lakes 9 forming the Great Lakes , tilting the earth~s ax­
is9 and caused the Gla~ial Period. 

That an ancient world long ago existed in this solar system is sus= 
tained ani supported by nearly all ancient ·-religions and mythologies. 
According to the Hindu recolits there was a planet that was destroyed be~ 
cause of the corruption~ destruction and evils of its people~ The Greeks 
had a similar belief in the destruction of a whole planetary system. And 
in the . Bible we hav~h~~e story of the planet Lu~1fer 9 the most brilliant 
star of the morning, ;~as driven from heaven by the Army of Light under 
the leadership of the archangel Michael. The story of the fall of Lucifer 
is supposed to be the story of Eagnarock. That such a astronomical phe­
nomenon did take place is well established by the solar changes which oc­
curred~ but the reason for these changes have never been clearly defined. 
While we cannot hope by astronomical at geological meens to go into the 
analogy 9 there are legends that ancient people believed definitely that 
moral forces were responsible for the destruction o-r this old world o 

Most of you probably have read some parts of the elder Eddas ~ or the 
younger Eddas of the Scandinavian people 9 in whj, ch you find the story set 
forth .relative t.o the des:truetion of the old world of' the God.so 'I'his 
story is set forth in the great operatic theme of Richard Wagnerv the Got~ 
terdammerung 9 or the Twilight of the Gods~ where 9 according to ancient 
legends on the great planes ot Vahalla were f<Rght the last great battles 
of the Wars of the World o Here was the great struggle over a vast period 
of time between good and evil for supremaoy 0 Gods and Demons struggling 
for supremacy until the last day when the World Tree itself collapsed~ and 
the whole world of Gods and Demigods fell into the abyss and perished ut= 
terlyo 'This collapse of the old u.%v.erse which preceded the formation 
of the hmnan race as we know it 0 is ferred to as Ragnarock~ and that is 
where the term Ragnarock came froms f1"cm the anc i ent scriptural books am 
po:mms or the ~ordic peopleo 

What could have destroyed the world o~·' the Gods and Demigods'J> Let us 
go back and study the legends ani records of' these ancient peopleo First 
of allv let us consider it astronomically in terms of our present knowledge 
of the solar system v and also in terms of Eastern esoteric convictions 
~hich have been widely distributed through world historyo According to the 
ancient belief the planets of the solar system were the steps or rungs or 
a series of ladders 9 each step representing a different level of evolution~ 
No two pl_a.nets had the same... level or degree of development; nor did they 
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sustai~ the same kind of lifeo Certain planets were more highly evolved 
than others. Others were not so highly evolved ~ and each contained within 
its substance a septenary order ot beings. Each had its m.1nerals 9 plants 9 

animal and human kingdoms am its superhuman hierarchies o Each planet was» 
therefore 9 a world in itself, a world in which evolution was fulfilling its 
purpose 9 a world in which living things were growing up in an environment 
appropriate to themselves 9 each perfecting its own life-wave according to 
the law of its kind ani timeo There is no planet on which life .i s exact1y 
the saim as on this one, because life is an adaptation to its envir onment o 
If the air pressure was not exactly the way it isj if the chemistry of our 
earth was not in the exact compound it isp we would not loo~&r appea~ as 
we doc We are the products of' the adaptation of life to the./quirements of 
its environment. Gro&:1ser wcrlds produce different types of life; more 
attenuated spheres produce a different type of life. We know on a planet 
such as Mercury p which is closer to the Sun 9 life must be more attenuated 
or it would be burned to pieces 1mmediately9 and we have no .ree.son to doubt 
that Mercury is inhabited by organ1Ams ada·pted to that heat~ and to those 
creatures it is a normal atmosphere for their function. The sare is true 
of Saturn 9 which occupi~s a d istant place from the sun. Its atmosphere is 
much heav'1er than we know 9 and the forms of life upon that planet would 
have to possess a great deal more internal source of power in order to sur­
vive. 

We have already been studying the structural forms of Saturn and Jupi= 
ter~ and the question now arises, which may not be completely answered, 
although it may be ~ as to the possibility1b.atSaturn and Jupiter do not 
merely reflect light ~ but have a certain amount of internal energy and · 
luminosity within themselves. That might be possible.Being fUrther from 
the source of light from the Sun there is a greater requirement 0 in order 
for them to survive 0 for them to possess their own light and life as an 
individual planet. It is the same with human beings 9 the far~r· removed 
they are f'rom a common life and light the more they must develop e. life 
and light of their own 9 and the more distant planets from the sun must 
develop greater internal vitality in order to be able to maintain their 
living organisms o Jupiter we know is much less dense than the earth p 
and the or·ganisms that we develop here could not be sustained on Jupi tero 
If Jupiter has the gravitational pull which the earth possesses, the forms 
we know would be pulled down through the surface to the corep because its 
surface is less deztse than our planeto 

So each of these planets has its om wave of life 0 and in each wave 
of life growth is a struggle toward obedienceo Everywhere in the universe 
the natural instinct of' _all human life is to disobey o This disobedience 
may come th.rough simple ignorance or through w1 1fulness o Ignorance is the 
inability to obey because we do not know the laws ~ wilfulness is the be= 
lief that we are stronger tha:Q; th~ l~Wi~B! life an.d can direct them to ~ur 
own purposeso Primitive lifet~o~~tnat Rno~ enough to be wilful 9 but nearly 
all sophisticated life is wilf'u.l. The sophist icated lif~ leads to self~vdll 
by which the human being divides himself from the Divane Wil.l of God. This 
self wi 11 j.s part of' evoluti ono 'I' here i.s no type of being that does noi 
pass through the experience Of welf=will. We often refer to yot;ng people 
as being on top of Fool 9 s Mountain o That is when they think they know ev­
erything 7 when we know that they do not 9 but that we are lhe ones who know 
ever~thing oWhen a small child believes it knows everyii:I.tng we regard it as 
a sign of ignorance 7 but when an adult believes he knows everything 9 we 
consider 1 t is a sign ot maturi.ty ~when in fa.ct he does not know very much 
about anything. But there is this wilfulness that comes in the middle 
part of· the evolutionary process. . 

We have only a very sketchy belief or knowledge as to the way life is 
evolving on other planets a I>Iany books have been written on the subjec+ 9 

one by a dear old Jesuit priest two or three h undred years ago :1 giving 
a limited disc~ssion of life on other planets, basing his ~Titings on the 



- 3 -
traditionsor Eastern people. While there have been some fine phantasies 
on the subject, we know very, very little, but we are reasonably sure by 
analosies of our own world that people, or living things on other planetsp 
are always passing through the e~erienoes of growtho We can get some 
idea or the particulars by the study of life on thi s planeto For example, 
we know that in the course of time there has been an interchange of lire 
in the Cosmos. In their studies the Piccard brothers discovered outside 
our atmosphere so-ca1l.led space is filled with tiny ~ vibr~t centers of 11 :re 
which they called sporeso These spores live in space wi thout the require­
ment ot any atmosphere such as we knowo They live in what to us is a vacuum. 
rhey are floating about in f'ree space D probably cast off by other planets , 
and it is possible in passing through space we ere l eavi ng behind us oc:eans 
of spores 9 living organisms that are swept away from our planetary atmos~ 
phere into spaceo In the past that has happened t o other worlds- with the 
result there are on our planet a number of orders of life which orginated 
on other planets. Probably the most commonly knovtiof th i s interchange of 
life are wheat and bananas 9 neither one of which has any evolutionary his­
tory on our planet. They probably come from one of our neighborsp likely 
Venus 9 and may give us a clue of the things that srow on other planets. 
Probably l;ustudy of the interplanetary spores we can reconstruct the flora 
ot other planets. 

Each planet exists as ~~_here o-r evolving li f e wave o We have a ri ght 
to believe that some of these life waves are inferi or to our own because of 
location in space; that others are nearly like our own. 9 but not exactly 9 

slightly less or slightly more than ours; and othe r s infini tely greater and 
wiser than ourso These different groups of evolvi n& 11fe originally num.• 
bered among themselves another planetq This other- planet ~ Ragnarock, in 
practical terms 9 a term we have iiven it, was not very dif~erent from our 
own 9 possibly sliihily higher in evoluti~n than we are o This planet must 
have existed in periods back in terms of millions o~ years q It existed at 
a time when our planei possessed no civilization whatever 9 a time in which 
we were strui611n~ to or1en't oursel'~es, a world of f'og and misto We had 
never produced a thoughtful person, we had never bui l t a ci ty when Ragnarock 
was a bright star in the morn!~ skyo It is quite possi ble that Ragnaroak 
was sli~htly in advance of ourselves ; that this planet passed through a 
oivilizati on similar to what we know today, or slightl y h i gher D millions or 
years aaoo Doubtless this oiv:ilizatii.on was different. o They may not have 
built cities such as we know 9 they may not have bui l t nations 9 we have no 
record of thato Possibly their civilization was an i nternal process, but 
certainly they were growins v cer,ainly they were experiencing and passing 
tht-ough certain evolutionary processes at that time o 

Now it is very rare in astronomical knowledge far any heavenly body or 
world to be destroyed. It is extremely rare fer any part of the universal 
machinery to go awry 9 and tQ have done so bespeaks unusual circumstances of 
some ktnd,--most unusualo What those circumstances are we have no record, 
but we must believe and are entitled to believe that those circwnstances 
were due to something that happEned in the cultural life of those people. 
We must realize that laws 9 being universal » appl y to all worlds no'\ 
only our own. A life wave, an evol villi system of livi ng creatures, is not 
destroyed without a reason 9 yet that it was destroyed v practia.ally instan­
taneously 9 is to be found in the records of many an c :Lent peo.pleo These 
records are an internal experience of the human race 9 not from outside 
sources 0 but from the childhood. 9 i nfant memory of our people 9 evolving as 
a dream of in:tancy we have forgot t en l) comes this fee ling v ·this sub consci ous 
belief that sometime this star fell from heaven 9 was shattered and des­
troyed and that the creatures on it were cast into exile. If this is true~ 
there must have been so~ terri fic cause for 1 t" NatUl' e does not destroy 
worlds easily 

9 
and in our mechanical .. arbi \ of the sol ar system, the :possi­

bility of planeis collidi~ i s practically nil o Each world has its own 
orbit and place, and it i s rare thai any planet devi ates markedly from its 
place" 

I • 
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It RB.inarook was there at one timep it had been there for hundreds of 

millions and billion• of years 9 and dur ini that t i me it wen·t on its 
way naturallYv normal l y and perfect.lyo It is not that na~ure just elimi= 
nated it o Nature 9 s laws 9 s .eem1ngly v always foroe orders of' l i :fe t .o ful= 
fill their d·estiny by setting up patterns which human beings intensity un= 
til these patterns become the basis of the 1r surviv·al or destruat1ono 

This leads us back to the legends aia1n 9 and these legends say there 
was a re~ellious people 9 a people that revolted against the will of heaven 9 
and always great tragedy fol l owed rebellion against the will of heaveno 
We think of the will or h~aven now as something offendfns our concept or 
Deiiy and an angry God exterminating his people be cause or their disobedi­
enoe9 but that is not the way ancient people understood the will or heaveno 
The will ot heaven was the law of lifeo 'fhose Who disobeyed the will o:r­
heaven were those who broke the law of life. It is not that a vicious or 
uncomrortahle Deity gets p~~ved and punishes his people ~ but that any crea­
ture who disobeys universa17~its himself' off from any part of i.mtxersal life. 
That which disobeys loses its :pl ace in the plan. That which voluntarily 
turns its back to 1 ts own source and cau.se cuts it sel:r- off' from that source 
and cause 9 and in that way signs i ts own death warranto 

So the old leiends went 9 whether from the Polynesians ~ hiih Asia~ A:f'ri~ 
cans 9 American Indians or Eskim.os D there is always that 'belief in. a world 
that went before this one v always ihe story that it was ~estroyed by disobe= 
dience 9 by the individual rebelling against the wi l l of heaven o In the Bi~ 
ble we have the s"tory very c l earl y given in reiar d to th e :pl anet Luci= 
te~ v the Light Bearer 9 wh i ch i s des~ri~ed as being the'b:ri ght star of the 
morni.ngo We believe Venus was the star or the mor ning 9 but according to 
the ancients the brightest star of ihe heavens was this star or rebel angelo 
Your devil worshipers of Persia have a very compli ce.ted and complete story 
of this fall of the Star of the MOI"ning~ and all of the evil consequences 
that came as the result or the tall or the Crown Jewe l star of Heaveno 

This rebellion againert the will of heaven can only be regarded as a 
violent disobedience against the l aws of heaveno This d i sobedience would 
have had to be somethi~ of the highest magnitude p s ome t hing that could 
not be remedied by lesser means than the d1 si11teira tion of a pl ane't ., such 
disobedienc~ 9 such wil fulness i s expl a:i.ned i n t h e Bible by t..."le si.mple story 
that Lucifer desired to be re~ogni zed as equal to GodD in other words~ 
usurpation of Divi ne Power o Ii is the setting up of ·the human or non=Divine 
status i.n oppos i t i on to De i ty o I.t 1H\S man trying to be g:ce e.t er than God 

N~ of' course v upon the p l ane t Ragnarock i t was probably not- man or 
anything we would liken to a human being ~ but we have no waJT o f descr1 bing 
it in any other terms 9 s o we w:fll have t o use these terms and you will have 
to be patient . But we will hav e t o asswne th at there was someth ing simi lar 
to man on Re.gnarock ~ some thing t ha.t had ind i,vidtlal eapaci ty to rebe l~ some= 

thing that had an infi ni te e~o an.d a gr eat c onvi.c t ion tha"i; it could rebel 
against the universe ; that it could bind univer s al purpose ~t;O i ts own sel= 
fish ambitions an.d pu.rposes o Thi s b'ein~ a commQn ~ carnal s:!n~ we may pro = 
ject this concept into the c 1rcums·tanoes Stl.rro uudir.,g Rat.i'.naroe~k i n ancient. 
time o 

So we have from the Bi ble and other sacred books a clear and s i mple 
statement of what was the cr i me of that t i ne o The ~:.rime was t he eff"ort to 
dominate the universe ~ the ef:fort to remove De ity a s tn.e soverei~n power 9 

and to place the ego of man v or it s equivalent ~ in the pl ace of God o It was 
self·=will thrown a~a inst Di vine Wil l; 1 t was the .rebellion of the human 
mind afi{;ainst the Infinite o we have a small paralle l to the same idea in 
the story of the Tower of Babel :" n which human be i ngs at tempted to erect a 
build 1ng that would reach heavE~.\,.., The Tower of Babe l is any way in which the 
human mind attempts to reaoh t-he Di vine Powero The result was the confusion 
of tongues and punishment~ ;-·u.J. the tr i bes were c ast into exi le for taking 
ove1· the Divine P:rer oi1?;at :tv e, 

We may go further t c /ind what was the cause of t.he destruction of Rag= 
DJU'Ock in terms of 100 cfr1ani0 s o The Gal of Israel 9 the se er~ God of the ~ews 
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of the Ancients was the archangel Michael :i not Jehovah ~ Jehoval was the ex= 
oteric Deity~ but the ar.changel Michael was the esot eric Deity worshipped 
by the Cabalistic mystics, by those vh o understood t he secre t of the Mercavahv 
the Chariot of Fire~ the Shechinah v the glory of th e Lor d. The archangel 
Miehael was the initiate~s Deity 9 the simbol of Un iver sal Power~ the symbol 
of the mysterious Fire Breath that we have in the doctrines of Asia 9 the 
Universal Life Power. This mysterious deity whose flaming sword and power 
led the heavenly hosts 9 the Generalissimo of the Divine Armies, was the sym= 
bol of Universal Power 1 tself o And 1 t was the Universal Power that turned 
upon the fallen angel and destroyed him. 

Now let us le ave Ragnaro ck for a moment and .corae down to some of the 
things that we a.re doing here ·today. we have been experiment 1ng for some 
time with some very mysterious forces, one of them being our concept or 
atomi.c eneriY· Needless to say atomics is only the be~inning v it is only 
one ot the outer layers of a power we know nothing ore We have not tlre im= 
agination to realize what could be done with the same process we are now U&> 
1~. We have developed a method by which a small article weighi!l€ only a 
few pounds is capable of destroying a city. If we knew the secret of the 
energy[' and knew how to release it, there is eno~h power in that same amount 
of ener~y to not only blast a clty~ but to completely disintegrate a Plan~t. 
We would not have to use more 9 only iO deeµ;r into the secret processes of 
atomicso We are only on the surface. We have not as yet discovered anything 
in comparison with the potentials that are in it o Of course, it may not be 
given to us to know more ~ but we know that the bombs that were dropped are 
now obsolete~ We have :round the key and the scientif:lc mind will not be 
satisfied until 1t finds the keyhole it fits into ~ 

What is our motive? What are we tryin~ to do2 What is the basic irnas;ina­
tion whic h lies behind the development of all these processes? Well 9 I sup­
pose if we thought it throU&h carefully we would c ome to the conclusion there 
is no particular ima{l;ination ~ any particular purpose or pl an 9 but when we 
get ourselves :tn o e. d1ff1cu.l ty 9 we try to find some way to ge ·t outo We spend 
t:b.ousanls of years tryiDG; to get out of' difficult i es o There is no lar~e 
plan. I do not think the average human being s or any group of human beings~ 
has any dynamic reason for the atomic:: bombo We were a t war w!tn Japan~ we 
wanted t o end it in the QUi ckest way possible~ so we dr opped two l i ttle 
bombs and now have to liye with the consequences o There was no particular 
plan. But power inev tably 'brings plans. We cannot have th e potentials of 
linut l ess energy without r eleasi ng the potenti a ls of liniltl~s s amb. t ions . 
·r:t10 b omb becomes its own burden o Sometime we mus'l~ make a great deeision 
as to how it must be used 0 and we will discover to 0· ::: sc:i·.i .. cw ·that each one 
of these new and useful improvements brings with :i:~ a r.~e a 1y b;Jrde:r.1. Of use 
and a terrible burden of misuse applicat iono 'l'hese -~:;1 . .,;::~ s a:c e Dard tr:i oc n~ 
trolo 1rhe human be~ is not mature enough to adm:tr~i :.:;·~:e:c t h<..m wisely. There 
are secr et ambitions in the world 9 and there are :i;eople p.ie:.ru ... irrg now~ 0y the 
use of atomi~s 9 to make the world an enslaved peopleJ ~ne m.~in. wno controls 
tht; b~)lltJ controls the world ~ but the problem is t r.,; f:Lnd •:he ::.!dividual who 
can control himself in releasing the bomb 0 and t hat ts ~wt .Jv easye 

Y/el l 9 the end that we are approaching is the same thir-€; "".ilat was record= 
ded in ancient times . This rebellion a.gains t the will of De l ·r.;y i s not usual= 
ly someone ~etting up and sey ini s nr do not like God and I think I will dis= 
obey hlm ~ " i~ is the creation of patterns without the consideration ot uni= 
versal principles~ We are all rebels here on earth because nothing we have 
done in rP-cent ~enturies has taken into considerat ion the laws of Deity. 
We build our cities wl thout any thought or idea of what the Universe wants 
us to do o We want to do certa lil th i~s :1 therefore 9 we do them and then won~ 
der why we are unhappy o The human being has built a civi lization without 
'any consideration of the biological laws governi~ his own specieso His 
sp':cie will not change v 1 t wi ll adapt and take a considerable amount of 
punismnent, but the requi rements of the human bein~ will be met, re~ardless of the world he buildso He requires a science that will patch up his dis= 
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obed~ence, and a large part of progress is a method to make disobedience 
endurable. We break all the laws of our kind and glorify science that 
will perpetuate us while we do it. We eat badly, live badly, and pass the 
crown on to the indi via: ual who invents the toothbrush in order that we may 
save our teeth. The animal killidom gets alon~ without the toothbrush be­
cause i't does not eat the things we do. If we ate as we sh·ould it would 
rtot be necessary to have toothbrushes, but as lo~ as we do not, we have 
to have toothbrushes. And so we have industry. Industry is sustained by 
our disobedience to natural law. It we all did what we ought to when we 
OUiht to, two-thirds of the world would be bankrupt. A large part of in­
dustry is sustained by our mistakes, a larie part by our disobedience. 
We are all rebels wi thoui know:i. ng we are rebels, by the simple process . of 
not oar1ni, our education makes no effort to find out what nature wants 
us to do 9 our reliiion makes no effort to find out what nature wants us 
to ·do, our politicians never observe universal law,--they make their own,-­
industry pays no attention to biolo~y and physics 9 --except in the manufac­
ture of goods that are profitable. We are, without knowini it, rebels 9 

rebelli.Ili against every pattern set up by the universe. 
So we are not so different from the Allen teans, and what destroye.d the 

Atlanteans? We only know in an abstract way that black magic was employed 
by the. ancients, so we assume that a group of sorcerers in long black rob es 
sat around and evoked.evil spirits. Nothing o~ the kind happened. It- is 
very unlikely that any nation hoped to make a pact with the Devil, the black 
magic was the misuse of power 9 which is the secret of ruin. They probably 
did it w1 th a gooo spirit am with a good hope 9 and were prob ably able ··~· 
to create a number of realistic philosophies to pro-ve why they should do · it, 
and by the time it was disproved it was too lateo So they probably never 
realized how Jrrong they were, for after they got into difficulty they .as­
sumed it was a whim of the Devil allld not their own fault. 

The black magic of the Atlanteans was not some kind or a black seance 
with goblins floating around in space, it was a long program of ignoring 
the laws of life, it was living contrary to the law and making no apology, 
it was centuries amd centuries and centuries of selfishness 9 --that wast.he 
black. magic. It was the development of things they wanted with no regard 
for the things they neededo It was involved with the most difficult of all 
problems · to cope with, that is, the instinctual desire on the part of. the 
individual to do as he pleases, and his desire to interfere with that which 
is for his own good. In other words~ just plain wilfulness. Wilfulness -al­
ways arises from ignorance~ No individual who was not ignorant would dis­
obey. You have to be ignorant to disobey in the same way you have to be 
ignorant to be an egotis1, you have to be ignorant to be foolish. You can­
not do these things if you have perspective, but most pecple do not have 
perspective, therefore, they make a goaJ. ,iob of it. 

So in this problem 1 t was not Atlant eans ev·oki:ag Mephistopheles at 
a cross-road at midnight that caused tne destruction of Atlantis, it was 
the gradual collapse of all ethics and ideals. As previously pointed out, 
it was the gradual descent of the Atlan teen state into the most perverted 
of all policies, war policy. War destroyed Atlantis. War destroyed the 
ancient world. It was said that the At.lanteans were the first to wage war 
upon our planlJ~' the first ones that wanted tQ use aggressive means to get 
what they want, and it was during this war that the wra'lh of the gods _ de~­
cended and destroyed the continent. What is meant by the 'wrath of the 
gods"? This might have a bearing on the subjecto 

Not long ago in looking over a Buddhist sacred book I found something. 
that was very interesting pertaining to how long ago gun powder was discov­
ered. We do not know exactly 9 but we credit the Chinese with it about the 
time of Genghis Khan, but in one of the dialogues in this book someone asked 
Buddha how Nirvana could be explained. Buddha replied the extinction of the 
personality through the attainment of Nirvana can be symbolized by the dis­
appearance of gun powder after being lighted. That was five or Eix hundred 



years B.Co 9 thereforej they must have known something about the exnlos1ve 
processes of gun power at that time 9 so t~fucJit:OV~~ g\µl po:.cter is older 
than we have believed. A Hindu scientist~ec:t"areu tne ~Hindus were able 
to manufacture elecric batteries 3000 B.,Co We know that Hostilius of 
Rome was electrocuted while experimenting with electricity in his labora= 
tory» so that would push electrical experiments in the Mediterranean back 
2500 years~ Also on the early slu'ines ani temples in the East they put 
sword blades for lightening rods 5000 years ago 9 so there is no reason 
to doubt that antiquity had considerable knowledge of things we have for= 
gotten or lost track of o 

That the destruetion of Atlantis should agree in time with its first 
and only war is interesting o The Atlantean land armies were led against. 
Greeceo This happened thousands of years before the Trojan war 0 During 
this campaign a tremendous number of people must have migrated across to 
the continent of Europe and drifted through the Mesopotamian area across 
the race of Europeo While they were gone on this expedition their islands 
were destroyed 9 leaving these armies stran4ed upon the European contine.nt c 

They may have founded 'What was known as the Egyptian civilizati on ~ we do 
not know 0 but this we do know 9 when the Pyramids were 'built 9 at 1 east 5000 
years ago 0 whoever built them had~ thorough knowledge of astronollly and 
mechanicso They were not built by a primitive people 0 but by a highly 
cultured peopleo The individuals who designed the Pyramids would probably 
be in mathematics not terribly interior to Mr o Einsteino It would take a 
lot of knowledge to be that o As a man he was probably much superior to 
Mr. Einstein for the reason Einstein has had the advantage of the entire 
history or mathematics 9 had the advantage or all the scholars that have 
gone before himo He is buildinb today on a broad platform already es= 
tablished by men going back thousands of years ~ What the Atlanteans had 
to build uponifte do not know~ maybe they had a long tradition 9 but maybe 
they explored/their own minds for these thingso Certainly they did not 
have a Euclid to help themo They did not have all these things that came 
after them v how much they had that went before v we d.o not knowa 

But it is quite possible that the Doctcr of Atlantis, or Egypt 9 ~=back 
01.' th.at dark curtain of histor)' we do not know oo wellr==but somebody 
back in that time~ four or :five thousani yea.rs ago 0 someone designed the 
Pyramids 8 and in Cll"der to do it he bad to have a lihorough knowledge not 
only in architecture. but in mathematics and astronomyc He knew the orien= 
tation of the earth llknew how to orient the build ing to the eleventh decimal. 
Heknew the distance between the earth and each :plane·t. in the solar system 0 
for they ar• all incorporated in that P;yramid. He knew -~he water an.d land 
distribution on the .ea.rthj because he had the dead center 0 yet he had no 
way of :finding out at that time as far as we know 9 yet he knew j.to And 
I am willing to say tha't tibe average mathemati cian 9 sttt:ing in the siiadow 
of the grea' Pyramid with his text book left at home~ asked ta make ~hat 
ealcula t ion with out reference to. logari"tbms would have trouble c· 

I talked to a very fine arc-hii::ect who had made a CaI"afu1 e.xar.1inat1on of 
the Pyramids and I asked him what :tr. would oo.s t today to d u.:pl.1c ~te the Pyra= 
miQA He was a m&n who had built ma.1zy twenty m:Ulion dollar .:uildingso He 
said 9 ••Well~ if you want my cand id 09)_ nion l t c(>l..l.ld not be done o Maybe it 
could be 9 but it is almost beyond hv.mar.1. estimationo We could do : .. t . if you 
would let us cheat on the materialo 11' ~"e>U would let us pour concrete in= 
stead of stone v if we could cover steel :u.~ stead of using bal ance and lever~ 
age~ if you would permit us to use materiru. we regard as m..'1re appropriate 
rather than the type they used. 1'or one thing ·we have lost the river N1le 9 

which is no longer high enough to permit iile landing or wood ai:>.1 stone. It 
would be a tremendous problemo There is not enough money in t~1e treasuries 
of the world to build the Pyramidsagain 9 anl onJ.v· a great expert could even 
attempt it. With the originul to copy from 9 it :.ould test any scient!fic 
sk,11 we have tadaya" And there are many other things as important as the 
Pyramids , but not so well known 1. that represent a tremendous a:m.ount of cul~ 
tural attainment. Whoever buili; these monuments of the past was not an ig= 
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norant man, but a man who contained in his own perso·nality a considerable 
amount of the knowledge or Eins tein and M1ll1kanc 

What was the seore t of Atlan is? There is a peculiar legend~--Lord 
Bulwer-Lyt on 0 1n11 Zanon1 tt and the "Strange Story", has told something to help 
keep the legend alive ,- ... in the ancient world they bad a strange toroe ~r 
power0 called Vr11 9 by which all forms or mechanism could be mot1vated 9 yet 
Vril required no motive power o You eQuld have a little box the size of a 
cigar box and with that you could run a tra1n~o.r an airplane 0 or anything 
ot that kind • . Well, that is supp&sed t.o be e. lege11do Many people say there 
oo\lld noi have been such a thing» it the-re had. bten 1t would not ~ve been 
torgo1teno But it could be forgo~teno We haTe rorgotten so much, one more 
thing would not oounto Wiih the destruct1Qll Of a c1v111zat1on the size ot 
.1tlan1is 9 many things could be wiped out or passed on to the barbarians who 
wo.uld not know the meaning of 1io It is quite p~sstble that in som3. mys­
terious way the Anoients touched our theorr or atomics » just how we are not 
sure. They may have approached it trom a d:tff"erent angle ·tlT•1 ••• &av-e 
We haYe approached 1 t by the laborious means ot a J_abar·atol'l' they probably 
did not do it that W87. Today we are graduating 7oung' men in making maps 
and charts and 'ihings o'f: that kind , me.kin~ them ·erf'ioient in charting and 
things ot that nature. In ancient t i mes they did no.t do thatc Aristarchus 
w11bout e.ny scientific meohenism of any kind, without the help of telescopes 
or anything or that k1nd 9 measured the diameter of the earth and arrive~ 
w1"111n titiy miles ot our present calculation, simply by his mind aloneo 
le have externalized allot our equipment v we have bui lt bi gger te~;scopes 
and mbre elaborate machine~7. The ancient approached it dif~erentZ his 
~pproach was to enlarge the man h1mself 9 the human being was his own scien­
tific laboratory. By ihought 9 reason 9 skill and judgment he . was able to 
"make all these calculations which the mcxlern scientist is able to prove 
mechanically. Any scientist w 111 admit that Leuci ppus knew the theory or 
atomics, bu\ knew it ~heore~ically ; Democritus knew the theory of atom.1os 9 
and it was from him there came knowledge or uni ts of energy ; Socrates knew 
the theory of atomics 9 - -all these men knew atomicsj but they knew them 1n­
telle ctual ly 9 ihey discovered them as a. sa:tur al necessity i n the sttucture 
of the world. ~hey di'sco ered them witr.ya laboratory but by virtue of rea­
sono ~hat which is necessary must exist. Maybe this was a hypothsis to be­
gin with 9 but it becomes a tact by necessity and by an extension of the m1nd 9 

and it w~s perfectly possible for the whole theory of atomi cs to be perfect­
ed intellectually ~ as it probabl y was 9 we can see by a careful study of 
Laucippus how much he knew . Socrates described water. He sai d it was not 
liquid, that it was composed of minute solid particles fall over each other 9 

$0 small 1 t appeared to be a fluido He had no way of knoWlng ~ he just rea­
soned it out o He never saw these particles himsel f. 

So if you go back far enough and study the human mind 1t i s qui te pos­
sible the individual di d deve lop t remendous knowledge which belongs i n the 
sphere of thought instead ot t he sphere of e:xperimen~ ation o I f we penetrate 
inwardly rather than outwardly ~ we r each another J er speotive the modern world 
knows nothing about0 but formed a .1,,a"t"g e part of anti.qui · y 9 and ·IJ:nat is, how 
to internalize s to rationalize ~ to o evelop the sci ence or inter nal runction. 
Just as surely as the atom oen be b:t\Jk.:. n by cer i•ain forms O:f' electrical en­
ergy , so an atom ce.n be split by the mj.ndo The human mind oan perform the 
same experimentc It is pos.sib le to do anvthing with the human mind that is 
done with ma chinery o 

Well 9 we have been building bigger end better machi nes but not bigger end 
better minds. We have made the mind dependent upon the machineo It has 
never occurred to the hwnan being that hi s · own mi nd can eure him so he has 
developed a very elaborate therapeutics of medic ine and herbs. He uses his 
mind only to remember the names on the bottle ~ The same thing i s true in 
science~ we use the mind to r emember the t~oughts of great scienti fic minds 
and for the combining of crert ai n mechanic~tormulas , we use our mental energy 
to build and create the s e mach i nes with which to do it . It does not occur 



to us to use the mind to detonate ~ter. That would be magi a, and 
magic is real..ly only that. whi ch :t.s7"Ub:lerstood. It is not necessarily 
something supernatural. To the 1~:j:t Islander an. automobile is a miracle o 

To the Digger Indian an airplane is a miracle" These tfA1ngs are super~ 
natural to the degree hat we cannot understand them 9 bnt ,tc the 1nd1v1d~ 
ual who develops the science of the use or his own milid · the poss1b111 ty 
of the release of mental energy seems only naturalo :;. \. 

To go back v we have more and more records of peopl:e wb.b ·possessed and 
used these magical powers., We do not understand tln.em_J}l'ery . :fell 9 but they 
go with primitive people o Let us detour at this poinT:' to· point out an ex~ 
ampl o Every year in the Southwest they have a !'est1v:ar called the Gallup 
Festivalo ~ribes of Indians come from all parts of North .America to take 
part in this grea.t revival of a religious ceremonyo This yeer at the Gallup 
Festival a group of Navajo Indians performed the Feather Ceremonyo They are 
a comparatively primitive peopleo We may say that the Atlanteans were about 
their degree of culture o We will not admit that the .A.tlanteans could parallel 
our degree of culture 0 as we a.re the most wonderfully a~vanced that God ever 
produced o The Atlantee.ns we.re a.bout like these Navajo IlldiaXis. 

The Feather Ceremony consisted of two groups of Indians:.~~i tt.ing on the 
ground about ten feet apart :facing each othero Be:fore the:m."was a basket 
on which rested a feather of an eagle 0 ==not a littl•v fluffy 9 downy featherD 
but a good v solid eagle feather. Then the chants b~gan between the two 
groups. Atter a while the feather was suspended abdve the basket. If the 
performance is exceptionally good and everything is 'all r1ght 9 and there 
are not too many scoffing Angl os around to break the vibration 9 this feath= 
er will levitateo It was a heavy wing or tail reather of an eagle 9 not 
one you could blow into the air 0 and it floated in the air while the chant­
ing went on., Assum:lng that these are primitive people 9 I wonder how man.y 
classes of graduates of technology ·~t would take to get that feather up in 
the air. If we had enough machinery we might get it up there 0 We might 
even be able to do it by means of magnetism by moving 1n·a hunired thousand 
dollars worth or equi pment 0 wh1 ch would be the way we would go about i to 
We would dig a b.ole in the ground below the feather ; we would put something 
up in the sky even ir we had to use an airplane to do 1 to Maybe we would 
slip a little piece of i.I'on in wi th the rest 9 and then wh~n we got the 
feather up in the air we woul d say 0 nsee :> we can do any hing they canP' 
But they do it wi ta a so.ne e We don~t sing that well 9 or somethingc 

All right 8 that i s mag ic,, 1t :i s performed every ;reai- and we have not 
noticed any group of sc,lentists goi ng in.to paroxysms ®er. ito They choose 
to ignore it because it is a simpl e thin5 done by si mp].e :;>eopl e v but 1 t is 
something we cannot do , If we want to go back to the old days when A.tlan·i1s 
was the King of the World v m.J:J.ybe they could make feathers float in the air 9 

tooo Maybe somewhere along the l~ .. ne they started to th.ink and pray i or them= 
selves ~ praying no longer for the good of al L They began singing songs to 
conquer empireso They used :nw.g t c to hurt someone el seo They used 1 t for 
aggression rather thar! pe:r-fect . Ol~c They got to d::ream..i.ng " a$ so ma.ny people 
have 0 of becoming rulers of the v:o,• id . 'lian their ab.ant bef,' an to be selfish 
and the dark Ina:gic began that f.i.na 1.. .. ~v r es ulted i n the destr-,11.'t:ion of an old 
order ot life~ long before our mem . .;:;;r a;• time" 1 

All right ~ let us go again intc .. .._L~- e w'-.th tbis ··dear old ··.planet Ragna= 
rock o That :planet was :probably much t u. -·'.\er along than 'fie a?>e now. 
We like to think 0 and I rather th: n.k the ;::' ~- s a f"air · groun.d ·tor the belief~ 
.that our peculiar mechanical c 1~·D.i zation i .s part or our vibratory 
rate~ that ;i,t is part of the nece ai ty of our pr-esenj; civilization. It is 
unlikely that any planet that reached the degree or Q,iv11:1zat1on that we 
have reached has not passed thi:ough equivalent experiences. If they were 
more highly evolved than we are their experience w culd be on a higher level. 
Age 9 strength 9 power and ski ll 0 all these things add up to great dimensions. 
Perhaps they knew the secre ·ts of universal energy 9 we do not know. 
Perhaps they built mach':lnes 9 I doubt it. It is more likely they used the 
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same instrument the primi·ti ve man used~ the magic of the mind o They had in 
themselves the power to control elements which we have never thought of or 
tried to develop D but there is an abundance of evidence that such a science 
existed and that certain human beings have attained to a considerable degree 
o~ profiency in that scienceo It is possible in their great evolution, in 
their great desire 9 in their great sense of strength~ these people said to 
themselves 0 We are greater than the law o Laws are made 'for men to break. 
The human being of Ragnarock is supreme~ he is the destined master of all 
things, he will build things that will fly out to other planets 9 he is going 
to become king of all thingso" Like Alexander on this planet, they may have 
been looking for other worlds to conquer. Maybe they had jet-propulsion, 
maybe they didn v t 9 but they had something by which they regarded themselves 
as greater than the law. They were proud 9 and pride cometh before a fall. 
They must have had considerable knowledge to have left behind them the legend 
that they were strong enough to declare war upon heaven. Led by the, flashing 
archangel~ Lucifer 9 they, attempted to overcome the host o'f: stars ruled by 
Michaelo 

You can put the same symbolism in our day~dream of going out and con~ 
quer1ng other planetsc The planets, after all 9 were the angels of the an­
cients. They were the wheels filled with eyes in Ezekiel 9 s vision. What~ 
ever we reel we are much the sameo I wonder how meny of the men who worked 
on the atomic bomb it~alized the nobili·ty Of great wisdom. I wonder how 
many or them honest7realized the magnitude of what they didd Since they 
have ma.de -chis great discovery; and 1 t was a great discovery in science 9 

there has been considerable discussion 9 books have come out 9 and these men 
have been trying to clarify their religious convictions. There was a storm 
of protest that came from the laity 9 so most of these men have written some= 
thing about their religious convictions. I read the article Einstein- ·wrote 
on his belief in God, It did not sound exactly convincingo He really dis­
cussed everything but his belief in Godo He hedged that very carefully arid 
got out without being sure of what he believedo Einstein~ religion sums 
itself up in the idea that everyone should get along tcgether and be happy; 
that the religion of the physicist is the joy of discovery~ that what con­
stitutes an acceptable standard of living is his laboratory ~ his work and 
the hope that tomorrow he will make another discover yo Theoretically all 
these discove.rles should be beneficent 9 but the chief j oy is not in the benef­
icence but in the a.is covery o To do that which has not been done before is 
the joy of the human being " J migh~ se..,v his "t.b.eory of' philosophy is not as 
goOd as his theory of' mathemat:.tcso The ssme is "true ,:··r most of these men. 
They do not jell well in their philosophies of .J.::..re 0 -~,mos··; cf' them do not. 
have an~t. They he.ve perfected through tb.ei.r own E"t.;:il:l i n s'tr tllllents with which 
to change the destiny of the world" although they do not know what direction 
the destiny should take. 

Perhaps something like that happened back on Ragn~~ock3 that is~ the 
race of people on Ragnarock found their own world too sme."11 9 they could no 
longer be satisfied even on a p..t.unetv they dreameu they would conquer all 
space. We have not gotten there yet but we are getting there c There is no 
end to the things that we Yia.'"lt to do . We could be perfectl7 happy subdivid~ 
ing the Milky vvay and selling i"G Of-~ ).n fifty foot lotso Yi~ have got to be 
bigger and better all the timeo In th'" struggle for: powers this struggle 
to conquer universal ene.regy 0 back in t(~se days Dwe have the story of the 
indi vidl.al who started something he could. :i.ot, fin ish., He started farces he 
could not control an.d he passed these for ce 8 on tQ other human beings and in 
the end they destroyed themselves o 

Now 9 according to some of our old legends God looked down from Heaven 
and decided people were so bad ·they had to be eli.ruinlii."ted 9 but nature does 
not work that wayo Vie pe.rsona.li ze everything and there is nothing personal 
in 1to It is not Deity looking down and punisll1ng US 9 it is ourselves get= 
ting ourselves into trouble o It is not the Gods saying~ ttLet us destroy it 
because it is not a good planeto~ When an individual gets to a certain de= 
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degree or deoadenoe he destroys himself o So what m: ght happen at any time 
is not that Deity would destroy us p but combatting .cum.an oreatur es 11 in their 
ambitions . 1.n the i r greed. l.n their relentless, remorseless desire to do what 
they want to do 8 star"t something and go 400 ar. One of the things 
many peoplt. are worrying about .t s whether the planet can sustain atomic power 
and survive at all? Suppose somebody dropped a bomb upon an arsenal o~ atom­
ic bombs. The idea is to drop them one at a time 9 but suppose one nation 
stored up several hundred in one place& and another nation dropped a bomb 
upon it~ Perhaps that would be just a little more than the earth cruld 
stand o It might wobble a 11 tttft!i it might wobble just enough to shake us of'f . 
It would not take much 9 we are7nearly as well settled as we think. One tiny 
wobble and we would not be hereo 'rhose things might happeno It would not 
be that Deity directly did it 9 it would be that the human being0 by lowering 
his standards 0 gradually undermine s his own way of life until he destroys 
himself~5and that is the punishment of the Gods o It is not that the Gods 
destroyt9 but that the ones the Gcxls would destroy they first make mad and 
they destroy themselves " Wherever there is selfishness there is the possi= 
bility of ultimate destru ction9 wherever there is avarice and ambition far 
false profits the world is in danger of disintegrati onc So in ancient timesv 
due to some member of humanity~ or neo=humani ty ~' taking hold of something 
he coul d not use 9 could not control 0 there was this combuSi on in spaceo 

The old records in East Asia explain it was like a tremendous star ex= 
1>loding in the sky in all di,rec tions 9 that the nights were lighted as day 9 

that there was the most terrible roaring and rumbling in space 9 that when 
the vibrations reached the ea:t0th the earth tipped about like a ship in an 
angry sea 9 and all through space - • ·- these speaks of light exploded in the 
atmosphere of other planets 9 peppering the Moon and .Mars 9 and this tremendous 
piece struck the earth and dug into the earth to a great depth 9 leaving what 
is now known as the Great Lakesv tipping the earth~s axis and crea\ingthe 
glacial tip that res ulted in a large part of the pre=historic animals on 
the planet being des troyedo 

So we have the poss i.b111ty of such a thing b.appeningo If' it did happen 
it might put an en.d to a whole order of lite v a planet gone in space. It 
would preduce a tremendous effect upon our planet 9 changing the flora and 
fauna. It accounts for the reason why we f ind prehistor1c mastodons with 
green food undigested in their stomachs. All these ~~eatures were a part 
of a tropical world tha+ ~hanged s o rapidly they did not he.ve time to dis= 
integrateo These things are all pa:rt of this p,ictu.reo 

Now about twenty=five or thirty years ago a man w:rote a book hazarding 
the possibility that the ancient orders of this woi::-ld .nad been swep away 
by the misuse ot enez,gy 9 and tha·t thets~sintegration was so compl~ te there 
was no record left of it" and that we/ idght. do itc A·t: that time we were 
not particul ar ly close to the atomic bomb~ but .,..oda..v ·.;he book is 01' vital 
inter~st as everything in it is becoming true. we are approaching t::: cro ssc., 
road of use and abuse wni(~l\ we must faceo 

In these days we have other Iiroblems o In ~rossl.!lg the couqtry this 
time I noticed a number ot people thinking in terms of Noah~ s i+rko One 
group is building an atomic bomb=proof place v Where the mem.ters may retire 
through the Armageddon and come for th ali the p:rcper time to be fr.ui tful 
and replenish the ear tho Well g that -'c'rne o'f thinking belongs ta anotP.er 
kind of 11fe 9 because that type of es car~ mechanism would be OQlnparat1vely 
useless todayo It the atomic bomb oan repe~t the Ragnarock exper i ment it 
does not. ntake much. dif:fe:renoe where any one of these :rrightened people are 
at the momenta That is the way l·,:. goes 9 and against those things we :pave 
only philosophy and i,deals to gu,id e us. The idea of trying to build h 
bomb=proof shelter is not such a good ideao 

We have considerable evidence of panic 1n the public mind. There is 
nothing to be worried or fI .:ghtened about becau se we are also learning at 
the same time that secu .. "l'."i ty is no longer a matte r of collectives 9 it is an 
individual problem. The same book that describes the fall of the archangel 
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Luci~er~ and the destruction of the old world tells us very simply tha~ 
.ttten thousand may fall upon the righthand and ten thousan:l may f'all upon 
the left~hand 9 but that the just man cannot be moved." The 1nd1v1dual 
is gradually coming into the realization his security is in his own keep= 
ingo That is the great lesson in this experienceo We began this inten= 
sive course during the depression when we learned that things we had de= 
pended upon !'or our security could not be de~ nded upono We got a :fur= 
ther lesson t'rom the waro We know that there is no security in our worldo 
Now that might seem to be a discouraging discovery 9 but it is one of the 
most encouraging discoveries we have ever made 9 because some day we will 
discover happiness and security are in our own names v That is the only 
place we will find 'tbe~and we should begin to build on that premise o 

Security is something we must have as ind1vidl2als , not because our world 
is safe or our institutions are sound 0 but because we are safe v we are 
sound 9 and we have values inside ourselves that are indestructibleo It 
is the only security we have ~ the only solution to a number of pressing 
problems. 

We look arounQ us and discover the lack of i deal s and ethics we re= 
gard as necessaryo We are slu.rrounded by people exploi t i ng us or others. 
We are appalled at the det,~1~ation of the integri t y of the mass of peo= 
pleo We believe that some ~~r-Y terrible will inevitab l y happen unless we 
get people back on the r i ght track o It is not. goi ng to bP. that way. The 
only answer is the individual solution o~ his ovm d llemma o We have reached 
the point we cannot depend upon others for those quali t i e s and principles 
we must discover inside ourselves o If we can.dis cov er them i nside our= 
selves the destruction or the world cannot destroy us ~ •rhe world is not. 
the solution to our security v it is not the source of our se curity. That 
is why it i s very important to build up a philosophy of l i f'e j to perfect 
our beliefs and dreams aimd proceed toward the attai nment of our ind~vidual 
security 1) a security that d~ s not require the worl d to be any better than 
1 t is for us to be happy 9 a war ld i n m ich we should be ready to be useful 9 

but a world we do not have to refOI." m to make ourselves happy, because that 
very instinct to reform is part of our egotismo -We stand ready to serve 
whenever it is 1ndicated 9 but to believe that we ~annot be happy until 
the rest of' the world does as we would like it do i s the supreme stupidity. 
The rest of the world wrul d be utterly miserabl e doi!)8 what we want them 
toe ~Oo We have to bui l d more and more against these t ides of time and cir= 
cum.stances because they are flowi ng more and more r a:pi dl y o We have to get 
deep enough to find values underneath things the. t :took al l confused and 
up~et. We have to go far enough underneath the fac t s of t hi ngs to find the 
laTi at worko •~e have to :find those laws so compl e t el y ·i;hat we no longer 
have any doubt about themo We have got to reali~e the ge1~ration is not 
going to the dogs ~ that no thing i n nature is moving ba•;kward ~ that eYery~ 
thing is moving forward into exper ience 0 ~e have go· to go deep enough to 
find th~ principles of truth fu l fi l l i ng themselves in t he chaos or the 
worl.do We have got to educate o u.rselves 0 we have got to r eal i ze our wo.rld 
has failed us as far as our ed.ucat1on is ~oncerned~ but i t :must fail us 9 

no one can educate an,yone else in tha l ast analys i s 9 we mus + educate our"" 
selveso 'rhe world can teach y~u sten ·:g t•aphy or t"'ookkeepi ng t o earn your 
living v but to find the answers to t ..:1e J'~ obl ems of' l.:if a 9 we must discover 
them ourselves~ In essential arts and 1:-:1ilosophies we must make our own 
conviations strong against the worldo I i~ onl y when we do thi s tbat we 
are seoureo 

mien. we are secure there is nr s.tom bomo pro o~ em because we realize 
that the experience is part of the evolution of strang e li t tle creatures 
we call humanity ~ wh.ich grow mor·e rapidly when uncomfor t.abl e 9 and less 
rapidly when comfortableo 'l!he tact we are more :mcom:rort ble than ever 
before 1~ a sign of the dynamics of evolution at the present momento 
The faot that institutions l ong established are co llaps i ng is not a sign 
of disintegration but or. the emergence of the individua l . It is apparently 

an evil sign s but in reality it is a gocd signo The onl y bad sign is 
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inertia when the i.ndividu.al drifts and has no conclus1ons about aeythingo 
He calls himself' oomf'ortable hut he is really in a coma 9 nothing ever -
happenso As long as he is uncomforta~le 0 up=setv a li~tle bit afraid and 
very dissatisfe4 with himself 0 he is normalo An:.! General will tell you 
an armyis in g cod condition only when the var iQ'Q.s members ot 1 t are find~ 

\........- ing faulto ~he moment the army sto_ps complaining it is a bad signo 
We are complaining creatureso No matter what h,appens 0 we wish it were 
otherwiseo It will remain that way until we find the one thing that 
solves the problem.o We are like squirrels picking up acorns, casting 
them aside until we find the one we want and that one we keepo All these 
things we give up~ this kaleidoscope of upheavals 9 things we do not lik.e 0 
styles v systems and program changing constantly n that which is here to= 
day and gone tomorrow 0 ·==all that must continue in human l:U'e until the 
individual find Swhat he wants and then he does not give it up 9 does not 
turn from 1 to We feel that Wel' ld conditions are ~ffecting the lives of 
people. Homes are upset v families are breaking up 0 everything you can 
think of is at sixes and sevens ~ but all of this is not due to outside 
circumstances 9 p:r1marly 9 it is due to our internal weaknesso We have not 
released sufficient strength to hold our world tc:getber by the strength 
of our internal life., It is never the stress of the world that i s our 
undoing 9 it is the weakness of ourselves ; it is never the misery or the 
world that makes us miserable 0 it is our inability to o~nt outselveso 

I am very much intrigue.ti by this new program o'f:' education called the 
Great Books Programo All over this country miildl.e aged folks are exµ-oll= 
in in this program of study'o They are not listt=>.ning they are taking 
part in it. There is no pJ.'of'esscr only a cllairman keeping order-~ Each 
one makes his own contribnt:i on and is studyir:g the g :eat books or the 
world o They are under the supervision of' the Unlversity ot Chicago president. 
This program is @. popular tbing demanded by the people and they are dis= 
cUssing Descartes 0 Plato v Lord Bacon~s Novum Organum and Aristotle~s 
logico Many of them have never finished higb.school 8 and each one has 
di scowered somewhere in lire something is missing o i·ou do not enroll in 
the Great Books Program f'or six months 9 you enroll for life and you get 
no credi ts ·o ~here are no credit so You go onoe a. week or twice a month 0 

or somethi!'lg c£ that ,kind o As long as you live you are go1.ag ta gather 
together with other peo:pl 'i3 to think 0 to study v and to improve your mindo 
There are young ~ople in their teens and others in their eighties in the 
Great Books Programo The younger people go to :f'in6. a better way of life 9 

the older to put in order what they have experieneecL '.I'hi.s is the will 
of tne people to learno Do you th.ink the Great Boo.ks Program could have 
been without the depression of u29'.? Do you think ".t ,..culd have peeD with= 
out this war or the atomi.c ·bomb? It was not u.nti 1 the tv..a.ivi. d. ual hP.d the 
f'e ar of God. put in his heart that he had the lns_p 1ra t)..-in i·o do sometJ::L.ing a 

As l<mg as he could drift a.long he was con.tent,, b'ut now comes the deluge 
and he says~ "Nows boysD let 9 s get togetht=!r an.d do scme hing abolJ_t the 
delugtL" He tlSed to believe he could leave the: dcJ.u.ge to nis de~cendants~ 
but n.ow he kn.Qws it may come in hll,R own. lifetime" We al:., f'~:': secu.re a.s 
lo.ag as we thought we cruld !*SS this on to another genera!i:~, J;:i, and we 
would be in our little two by ai:ices ,,~,1; the time .\t hap~ned~ but now comes 
the possibili 'ty we may live to see i·r ,. Ti.ier·e is a possibility the. t some= 
one may get nasty at almost any millU~e l the subject or dynamiCS 9 SO 
in this emergency we all become might.y tb.~1·,<ghtfnl peo:pleo some are born 
thoughtfu1 9 some attain it 9 but most of us .:. 3.Ve to have it thrust upon 
us 9 and that is what is happen iri,g co us, So :peoTlle wbo previously thought 
the dollar was the only thing worth living :for a:"e now signing up for 
life to study Plaio because they find consolatj.QnLiEt,~f:to and very little 
in the dollaro They have a sneaking suspic ionJM~y n~t survive the delugeo 

· Mter studying the financlal situation of the 11 tt.J.e country of 
Hungary it makes us wondero The value of the pen.go used to be about five 
to our dollars but at the time of the reisauance of the n.ew cu.rrency in 
Hungary the last quotati~n was 500 thousand trillion pengos to a dollar. 
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You can°t use a wheelbarrow to carry them inD as they used to the Ger= 
man mark, you have to hire a van and you haven't any money to pay for the 
van. So you wonder how mu.ch consolation stocks amd bonds are going to be. 
So in this emergency you decide to study Plato 0 s "Republic" ~ an admirable 
notion» long cwer=due. It may or may not be that we will prevent the del­
uge, but whatever happens sometime we will sit down in space among the 
stars and say 9 ttit was a great deluge while it happened."' We are going to 
face things a little more wisely and realize alJ. these things are growing 
pains in the perfection of ourselves. We have made mistakes and otl~rs 
before us have made mistakes, and in this graveyard o·f emptiness we see 
around us are the ruins of tens of thousands of empires of stone 9 iron and 
woodvall the externalization of their dreams and purpOBes , and now these 
dreams and purposes are not even dust in space . 

There are all through space great unin~ of mental and spiritual energy. 
These were once struggling 9 hoping 9 dream/things that had not the strength 
to surviveo The empires are gone but these spiritual forces are strong. 
Everything we do outwardly generally collapses; everything that we do in­
wardly is perfected and sustained and out of great experience we learn to 
build mere solidly. All our ambitions finally come to the end of Atlantis 
or Ragnarock. All that we beccme internally we keep and all we amass ex= 
ternally we lose. 

We are now approaching a point of transition where the insec.ur1 ties of 
our life are turning us toward the contemplation of internal and eternal 
thingso It is good because of the tact tbat we have begun to awaken. Per= 
haps we- have something that nej.ther the Atlanteans nor the Ragnarockeans 
ever hadj and whereas they perished we are being tested and tried and will 
come through o :But our great hope is that we build ot.lr internal lire and 
strength and wisdom to use am not abuse the pri nciples ot life about uso 
If we try to become rulers of' the world we will go into the limbo with the 
rest~ but if we awaken to the administration of our internal 11 ves accord~ 
ing to the laws of life 0 we may be the fir st to su.rvi veo 'lhere is no rea= 
son why we should noto Atlantis never produced a philosopher 9 we haveo 
Atlantis never produced a great idealist 9 we haveo 'l1herefore perhaps in 
us is the seed of survival thatolearning ~rom the past 0 we shall go forward. 
But we are getting nearer the time of decisiop, \'when the individual must 
pick up the responsibilities of his world or he will not surviveo This 
is the burden f.<t the book written years agoo Itms also the burden of the 
scriptures otJttficients for thousands of years 0 that we live in a world ex= 
actly administered 9 that each law is ad.ministered for the greatest good of 
allo If' we obey we live; if we disobey we die 9 and th.ere is never a time 
in all our history when we will ever have strength enough or fail.th en.ough 
to disobey" 1Ne will never be th.at good o As we grOVl tl"uly wise and great 
we lose our desire to disobevo Obedience is life o di sobedj,ence is death" 
Wisdom is the internal knowl~dge that gives us the strength t o obeyo 
Ignorance is the internal darkness that obscures Truth 9 that makes it im= 
possible for us to obey v because we do not know" Igno:raure must be removed 
by wisdomv and wisdom must lead in the end to tb.at absolv.te <?bedience by 
which we survive by becoming one w!th the world and :tts pur>oses and never 
at cross=:purposes w1 ·th the w<.rldo 

That is the story as it seems to come down to us wi tb the great moral 
lesson 9 and j.n these seriousa thought=pr':.7oking times we .might consider it 
to great advantageo 

Notes by Virginj.a Bo Pome.roy 0 

241 Orizaba Avenue~ 
Long Beach 3 v Californiao 
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