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ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY.



ON THE VALUE OF MASONIC PUBLICATIONS.

BY THE REV. JOHN OSMOND DAKEYNE, M.a.

The following Extract is copied from the Freemasons’ Quarterly
Review, for June, 1844, from the Speech of the Rev. J.
Osmond Dakeyne, delivered on the occasion of his presiding
at the Masonic Festival of the Oliver Testimonial at Liacoln,
on the 9th of May, 1844.

‘I need not tell you, Brethren, what Freemasonry is: before
I was initiated, now some twenty years ago, I had read a good
deal about what it is not. T allude to a book published by Pro-
fessor Robison, of Edinburgh, towards the close of the last
century, entitled, ‘Proofs of a Conspiracy,” &c., in which he,
with great ingenuity and considerable ability, endeavoured to
connect Freemasonry with the worst features of the Illuminati,
&ec., of the Continent. He was kind enough to say that he
thought Masonry in England was, in some degree, free from the
charges he had brought against it. And what were those charges ?
That we were disloyal, irreligious, and conspiring to overturn all
sacred and settled institutions! This book made a great im-
pression ; but that impression is removed. And how! By
these books which lie before me ! [Great cheering as the Rev.
Brother then held up splendidly bound copies of Dr. Oliver’s
Masonic Works.] These have dissipated for ever the accusations
brought against our Craft. Disloyal/ Why, at the very moment
when Professor Robison published his book, who were tbe heads
of our Order? The chivalrous Earl of Moira, George Prince of
Wales, and Edward Duke of Kent! Disloyal/ Was not George
the Fourth our Grand Master ? Was not William the Fourth
our Brother and Patron? Our last Grand Master was a Royal
Duke. The Duke of York was one of the Brotherhood. The
King of Hanover is a Freemason! Would all these princeshave
belonged to a disloyal society? Are we conspirators to over-
throw settled institutions? Who is the present head of the
army ? The Duke of Wellington ! Ay, the Duke of Wellington
is a Freemason! Are we irreligious? The Archbishop of Can-
terbury, the Primate of all England, is a Freemason, and was
once Master of a Bristol Lodge! But I need not pursue these
points ; but sure I am that neither I nor my Rev. Brothers near
me would be present were it possible to bring any such charges
to bear against us. These facts, and above all these books, have
set our order in its true light. And who wrote these books?
Our friend and Brother and guest, whom we are now assembled
to honour ! They are the witnesses to his exertions—they are the
vouchers for his services. Our Brother Goodacre has aptly
alluded to the spreading of Masonry in the East, and, indeed,
over the world. Wherever our principles have gone, thither
also has passed the name of Dr. Oliver, the historian and the
sage of Masonry ; and contributions to this offering from the
distant climes prove in some measure that his labours are not
unrecognized.”

** See the end of this Volume for a list of Dr. Oliver’s TWorks on
Freemasonry.
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PREFACE.

T

Tue favourable reception this Treatise has met
with in the several Editions through which it has
passed, encourages the Author to” hope that its
appearance on a more enlarged scale will not
render it less deserving the countenance of his
Brethren. He would be wanting in gratitude to
his friends not to acknowledge his obligations to
several gentlemen for many curicus extracts,
and the perusal of some valuable manuscripts,
which have enabled him to illustrate his subject
with greater accuracy and precision.

This Tract is divided into four Books. In the
First Book the excellency of Masonry is displayed.
In the Second Bock the general plan of the sub-
jects treated in the three Degrees is illustrated,
with occasional remarks; and a brief description
is given of the ancient ceremonies of the Order.
This part of the Treatise, which the Author
considers most essential for the instruction and
improvement of his Brethren, is censiderably ex-
tended in the later Editions. The Third Book
contains the copy of a curious old Manuscript ou
Masonry, with annotations, the better to explain
this authentic document of autiquity. The Fourth
Book is restricted to the history of Masoury from
its first appearance in England, in which are in-
troduced the most remarkable occurrences of the
Society, both at home and abroad, with some
account of the principal Patrons and Protectors of
the Fraternity at different pericds. The progress
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of Masonry on the continent, as well as in India
and America, is also traced, while the proceedings
of the Brethren of Scotland particularly claim
attention. Throughout the whole are interspersed
several explanatory notes, containing some “useful
information ; and a few general remarks are intro-
- duced on some of the late publications against the
Society of Freemasons.

The success of this Treatise has far exceeded its
merit; the Author, therefore, shall only observe
that, should Lis additions or corrections be con-
sidered real improvements, he will be amply grati-
fied for any pains he may have taken.

R}

Dean Street, Fetter Lane,

Feb. 1812.

*<* In justice to a worthy and intelligent
Brother, it may be necessary to note here that
the above was Brother Preston’s Preface to the
Twelfth Edition, and that after his death in 1819
a new Edition was called for and intrusted to
Brother S. Jones, a P.M. of the Lodge of Anti-
quity, who furnished two Sections of additional
historical matter, extending from the year 1812
to 1820, and occupying the space between pages
297 to 327 of the present Edition. I hold myself
responsible for the remainder.

G. O.
19th August, 1861.



PREFACE TO THE SEVENTEENTH EDITION.

Tt

Tre utility of the following work has heen at-
tested, not only by the liberal patronage of three
generations of English Masons, who have allowed
1t to pass through sixteen Editions, but also by
the universal testimony of our, Brethren in the
New World. It forms the basis of several Masonic
publications in the United States, and some of
them, including “ Webb’s Monitor,”” were com-
piled verbatim from its pages. Public approbation
having been thus unequivocally awarded, the
Editor, in presenting another Edition to the
Craft, begs leave to announce that he has be-
stowed considerable pains to make it worthy of
being received as a text-book of unquestionable
authorxtv by the Fraternity in the nineteenth
century, who, as he sincerely believes, are more
deeply impressed than their Brethren of a preced-
ing age with the genuine principles of Masonry,
and the practical duties and obligations which 1t
imposes upon them. Venimus ad summum for-
tunc.

The history of Masonry in England, as origin-
ally written by Brother Preston, included much
extrancous matter, which, though absolutely ne-
cessary to him, as his materials were very limited
in extent, is comparatively useless, and would ex-
cite little interest in the present generations of
Masons. The reader will, therefore, be glad to
find that the historical portion of the work has
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been relieved from a heavy burden which was a
subject of regret to the Fraternity, and the narra-
tive permitted to flow in a clear and uninterrupted
current. Such a process of weeding will constitute
a decided improvement on all former Editions, and
cannot fail to secure an accession of readers.

Yet, notwithstanding the necessary erasures,
Masonry has advanced so steadily in public opin-
ion of late years, that the dignity and importance
of its proceedings would require a still greater
space for their record and discussion than is thus
placed at his disposal, and, therefore, the Editor
feels himself obliged to accept the necessity of
avoiding, as a rule, all reference to the general
transactions of private Lodges, lest in recording
the proceedings of one he should be so unfortu-
nate as to give offence to another (although many
exceptional cases have arisen where it has been
found expedient to transgress this conventional
limit) ; for if a history of all the English Lodges
were to be included in our programme, a quarto
would be insufficient to contain even an abridge-
ment of the materials; and, in the present palmy
state of Masonry, it would require a Parliament-
ary blue-book to note down even a brief analysis
of all the sayings and doings of the Brethren.
Thus any attempt to reduce a full account of the
events of thirty years within the compass of a
hundred pages, would, after all possible pains had
been taken to make the record perspicuous, be to
a certain extent unsatisfactory. On a reference
to the additional matter, the Editor confidently
hopes it will be admitted that he has attained the
happy medium of sustaining the interest of his
performance without the sacrifice of any particu-
lars which might be considered essential to the
dignity and importance of historical truth.

In the additional historical notices introduced
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by the present editor,” many questions have arisen
which created cons1de1 able excitement while under
discussion, in consequence of essential differences
of opinion amongst the Craft. On these and all
other subjects, it will be found that the editor has
observed an even and straightforward course, with-
out suffering himself to be biassed by personal or
party feelings. He has carefully recorded every
mmportant fact exactly as it occurred, with the im-
partiality of a faithful historian. And, therefore,
if any error should be detected, he trusts it will
be ascribed to its proper cause,—a mistaken view
of the transaction, and not a wilful mlsrepresenta-
tion of facts.

At the time when Brother Preston flourished,
harmony was intimately connected with Lodge
proceedings. Tach section of the lecture was
succeeded by an appropriate toast or sentiment,”
proposed by the W. M., and drank in a small glass
of punch; and, not unfrequently, an appeal was
made to the chair, that the Brethren might be
indulged with a Masonic song, and the petition
was seldom refused. In consequence of this
practice, almost every publication on Masonry
contained a few pages of poetry, and sometimes
a list of toasts, in accordance with the example
set by the Grand Lodge of England in all the
Books of Constitutions printed in this country
previous to the union of the two Grand Lodges in
1813. These songs have been judiciously withdrawn
since that time. It will be clear, therefore, that
the insertion of songs was a sine qud non to our
author, which he could not consistently avoid ;
but under an improved régime, this necessity no
longer exists; and, therefore, the editor has ven-
tured to incur the responsibility of omitting the

* Commencing on p. 327. b Vide infra p. 38 n.
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poetry to make room for other and more im-
portant matter.

I must here trespass a moment on the patience
and courtesy of my Brother Masons, by casting
aside all formality, and speaking a few words
respecting myself, in the first person; for as an
octogenarian, I cannot, in the course of nature,
have long to talk,and therefore I hope my Brethren
will indulge me with a little personal gossip. It
will probably be conceded by a majority of those
whom I address, that my judgment in all matters
of Masonry is entitled to some degree of respect,
as I have devoted the leisure of sixty years of my
life to a development of the true philosophy of the
Order, for the purpose of placing it in a lofty
position which should be inaccessible to the sneers
and condemnation of those who persist in repre-
senting it as a heartless system. of infidelity and
mehfrlon And, unfortunately these charges have
been revived in our own times by a few scientific
men, who ought, before making their reveries
public, to have examined into the truth of their
allegations by the honourable and unfailing pro-
cess which is open to all good men—INITIATION ;
accompanied by a close and candid investigation
of its true principles. How far I have succeeded,
it is not for me to predicate. My published works
are before the world, and they will be existing
evidences of my sincerity, whether it be attended
with success or failure.

It may be said—indeed it has been said—that
I might have employed my leisure to a much
better purpose. Perhaps so. But I was of a
different opinion. Yet, while indulging a predi-
lection for Masonic pursuits, I never permitted
them to absorb all my faculties, or to induce a
neglect of professional duties of equal or superior
importance. And I enjoy the satisfaction of
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reflecting, at this advanced period of my life, that
while engaged in displaying the resplendent beau-
ties of the Or@er I have never, in my numerous
publications on the subject of Masonry, treated a
cotemporary with harshness, or even discourtesy.
And I can conscientiously say, with Sir Walter
Scott, that “though I never will aim at popularity
by what I think unworthy means, I will not, on
the other hand, be pertinacious in the defence of
my own errors against the voice of the public.”
Enough of this.

In writing the continuation of the historical
portion of the work, I beg to acknowledge my
obligations, amongst other sources of reference, to
the “ Freemason’s Magazine,” in the absence of
which I should have possessed no reliable record
of the general proceedings of the Craft; and,
indeed, the spirit of improvement which the Order
has exhlblted in modern times, may be chiefly
ascribed to the existence and influence of this
useful periodical. ®

GeorGE OLIVER.

Villa Road, Nottingham,
Augusf 1861.

b Vide infra p. 471.
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Jlustrations of Plasonry,

BOOK 1.

THE EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DISPLAYED.

§ 1. Reflections on the Symmetry and Proportion in the
Works of Nature, and on the Harmony and Affection
among the various Species of Beings.

WHoEVER attentively observes the objects which
surround him, will find abundant reason to admire
the works of Nature, and to adore the Being who
directs such astonishing operations; he will be
convinced, that infinite Wisdom could alone de-
sign, and infinite Power complete, such amazing
works. ‘
Were a man placed in a beautiful garden, would
not his mind be affected with exquisite delight on
a calm survey of its rich collections? Would not
the groves, the grottos, the artful wilds, the flowery
parterres, the opening vistas, the lofty cascades,
the winding streams, the whole variegated scene,
awaken his sensibility, and inspire his soul with
the most exalted ideas? When he observed the
delicate order, the nice symmetry, and beautiful
disposition of every part, seemingly complete in
itself, yet reflecting new beauties on the other, and
all contributing to make one perfect whole, would

20 :



2 ILLUSTRATIONS

not his mind be agitated with the most agreeable
sensations ; and would not theview of the delightful
scene naturally lead him to admire and venerate
the happy genius who contrived it ?

If the productions of Art so foreibly impress the
mind with admiration, with how much greater
astonishment and reverence must we behold the
operations of Nature, which presents to view un-
bounded scenes of utility and delight, in which
Divine Wisdom is most strikingly conspicuous ?
These scenes are, indeed, too expanded for the
narrow -capacity of man to comprehend ; yet who-
ever contemplates the general system must natu-
rally, from the uniformity of the plan, be directed
to the original source, the Supreme Governor of
the world, the one perfect and unsullied beauty !

Beside all the pleasing prospects that every-
where surround us, and with which our senses are
every moment gratified; beside the symmetry, good
order, and proportion, which appear in all the
works of creation, something further attracts the
reflecting mind, and draws its attention nearer to
the Divinity; that is, the universal harmony and
affection among the different species of beings of
every rank and denomination. These are the ce-
ments of the rational world, and by these alone it
subsists. When they cease, Nature must be dis-
solved, and man, the image of his Maker, and the
chief of his works, be overwhelmed in the general
chaos.

In the whole order of beings, from the seraph
which adores and ‘burns, down to the meanest
insect, all, according to their rank in the scale of
existence, have, more or less, implanted in them
the principle of association with others of the same
species. Even the most inconsiderable animals are
formed into different ranks and societies, for mu-
tual benefit and protection. Neecd we name the
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careful ant, or the industrious bee,—insects which
the wisest of all mankind has recommended as
patterns of unwearied industry and prudent fore-
sicht? When we extend our ideas, we shall find
that the innate principle of friendship increases
in proportion to the extension of our intellectual
faculties; and the only criterion by which a judg-
ment can be formed, respecting the superiority of
one part of the animal creation above an other,
is, by observing the degrees of kindness and good-
nature in which it excels.

Such are the general principles which pervade
the whole system of creation ; how forcibly, then,
must such lessons predominate in our assemblies,
where civilization and virtue are most zealously
cherished, under the sanction of science and the
arts ?

§ 2. The Advaniages resulting from Friendship.

No subject can more properly engage the atten-
tion than the benevolent dispositions which indul-
gent Nature has bestowed upon the rational species.
These are replete with the happiest effects, and
afford to the mind most agreeable reflections. The
breast which is inspired with tender feelings is
naturally prompted to a reciprocal intercourse of
- kind and generous actions. As human nature
rises in the scale of beings, the social affections
likewise arise. Where friendship is unknown,
jealousy and suspicion prevail; but where that
virtue is the cement, true happiness subsists. In
every breast there is a propensity to friendly acts,
which, being ecxerted to effect, sweetens every
temporal enjoyment; and although it does not
remove the disquietudes, it tends at least to allay
the calamities of life.

Friendship is traced through the circle of private
connections to the grand system of universal bene-

B2
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volence ; which no limits can circumseribe, as its
influence extends to every branch of the human
race. Actuated by this sentiment, each individual
connects his happiness with the happiness of his
neighbour, and a fixed and permanent union is
established among men.

But, though friendship, considered as the source
of universal benevolence, be unlimited, it exerts
its influence more or less powerfully, as the objects
it favours are nearer or more remote. Hence the
love of friends and of country takes the lead in
our affections, and gives rise to that true patriotism
which fires the soul with the most generous flame,
creates the best and most disinterested virtue, and
inspires that public spirit, and that heroic ardour,
which enable us to support a good cause, and risk
our lives in its defence.

This commendable virtue crowns the lover of his
country with unfading laurels, gives a lustre to his
actions, and consecrates his name to latest ages.
The warrior’s glory may consist in murder, and
the rude ravage of the desolating sword; but the
blood of thousands will not stain the hands of his
country’s friend. His virtues are open, and of the
noblest kind. Conscious integrity supports him
against the arm of power; and should he bleed
by tyrant hands, he gloriously dies a martyr in
the cause of liberty, and leaves to posterity an
everlasting monument of the greatness of his soul.

Though friendship appears divine when em-
ployed in preserving the liberties of our country,
it shines with equal splendour in more tranquil
scenes. Before it rises into the noble flame of
patriotism, aiming destruction at the heads of
tyrants, thundering for liberty,and courting danger
in defence of rights; we behold it calm and mode-
rate, burning with an even glow, improving the
soft hours of peace, and heightening the relish
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for virtue. In those happy moments, contracts
are formed, societies are instituted, and the vacant
hours of life are employed in the cultivation of
social and polished manners.

On this general plan the universality of the sys-
tem of Masonry is established. Were friendship
confined to the spot of our nativity, its operation
would be partial, and imply a kind of enmity to
other nations. Where the interests of one country
interfere with those of another, Nature dictates
an adherence to the welfare of our own immediate
connections; but such interference apart, the true
Mason is a citizen of the world, and his philan-
thropy extends to all the human race. Unin-
fluenced by local prejudices, he knows no preference
in virtue but according to its degree, from whatever
country or clime it may spring.

§ 8. Origin of Masonry, and its general Advantages.

From the commencement of the world, we may
trace the foundation of Masonry.* Ever since
symmetry began, and harmony displayed her
charms, our Order has had a being. During many
ages, and in many different countries, it has
flourished. No art, no science preceded it. In the
dark periods of antiquity, when literature was in
a low state, and the rude manners of our fore-
fathers withheld from them that knowledge we
now so amply share, Masonry diffused its influence.
This science unveiled, arts arose, civilization took
place, and the progress of knowledge and philo-
sophy gradually dispelled the gloom of ignorance
and barbarism. Government being settled, antho-
rity was given to laws, and the assemblies of the

3 The arguments for this high antiquity may be seen at length
in my ‘“ Antiquities of Masonry,” pp. 26—31, new edition.—
Ebpitog. ?
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Fraternity acquired the patronage of the great and
the good ; while the tenets of the profession dif-
fused unbounded philanthropy.

Abstracted from the pure pleasures which arise
from friendship so wisely constituted as that which
subsists among Masons, and which it is scarcely
possible that any circumstance or occurrence can
erase, Masonry 1s a science confined to no par-
ticular country, but extends over the whole terres-
trial globe.® Wherever arts flourish, there it
flourishes too. Add to this, that by secret and
inviolable signs, carefully preserved among the
Fraternity, 1t becomes a wuniversal language.
Hence many advantages are gained; the distant
Chinese, the wild Arab, and the American savage,
will embrace a brother Briton, and know, that be-
sides the common ties of humanity, there is still a
stronger obligation to induce him to kind and
friendly offices. The spirit of the fulminating
priest will be tamed, and a moral brother, though
of a different persuasion, engage his esteem: for
mutual toleration in religious opinions is one of
the most distinguishing and valuable characteristics
of the Craft. As all religions teach morality, if a
brother be found to act the part of a truly honest
man, his private speculative opinions are left to
God and himself. Thus, through the influence of
Mzsonry, which is reconcilable to the best policy,
all those disputes which embitter life, and sour the

® The following arrangement of the human race into classes
marked by the peculiarity of their religious profession, taking
the population of the world at 844§ millions of souls, is thought
to approximate very nearly to the truth.
Christians, . 240 milliouns. Jews, . . . . 8 millions.
Mahometans, 120 millions. l Fetichees, . 124 millions.
Brahminists, 115 millions. Buddhists, . 170 millions.
Lamaites, . . 58 millions. Nanknists, . . 4 millioas.
Confucians, . & millions, Zoroastrians, . § million.
Eprror.
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tempers of men, are avoided ; while the common
good, the general object, is zealously pursued.

From this view of our system, its utility must
be sufficiently obvious. The universal principles
of the art unite, in one indissoluble bond of affec-
tion, men of the most opposite tenets, of the most
distant countries, and of the most contradictory
opinions ; so that in every nation a Mason may find
a friend, and in every climate a home.®

Such 1s the nature of our institution, that in
the lodge, which is confined to no particular spot,
union is cemented by sincere attachment, and plea-

¢ On this principle, unfortunate captives in war, and sojourn-
ers, accidentally cast on a distant shore, are particular objects
of attention, and seldom fail to experience indulgence from
Masons ; and it is very remarkable that there is not an instance
on record of a breach of fidelity, or of ingratitude where that iu-
dulgence has been liberally extended. The two following facts
are extracted from Lawrie’s History of Freemasonry in Scot-
land. In the year 1748, Mons. Preverot, a gentleman in the
navy, and brother of the celebrated M. Preverot, M.D., in the
faculty of Paris, was unfortunately shipwrecked on an island
whose viceroy was a Freemason. Along with his ship M. Pre-
verot had lost all his money and effects. In this destitute con-
dition he presented himself to the viceroy, and related his mis-
fortune in a manner which completely proved that he was uo
impostor. The viceroy made the masonic signs, which being
instantly returned by the Frenchmen, they recognized and em-
braced each other as brethren of the same order. M., Preverot
was conducted to the viceroy’s house, who furnished him with
all the comforts of life, till a ship bound for France touched at
the island. DBefore his departure in this vessel, the viceroy
loaded him with presents, and gave him as much money as was
necessary for carrying him into his native country. The next
instance is still more striking, In the battle of Dettingen, in
1743, one of the king’s guards having bhis horse killed under
him, was so entangled among the animal’s limbs that he was
unable to extricate himself. While he was in this situation, an
English dragoon galloped up to him, and, with his uplifted sabre,
was about to deprive him of life. The French soldier having,
with much difficulty, made the signs of Masonry, the dragoon
recognized him as a brother, and not only spared his life but
freed him from his dangerons situation. He was made a prisoner
by the English dragoon, who was well aware that the ties of
Masonry cannot dissolve those of patriotism,— EDITOR.
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sure reciprocally communicated in the cheerful
observance of every obliging office. Virtue, the
grand object in view, luminous as the meridian
sun, shines refulgent on the mind, enlivens the
heart, and heightens cool approbation into warm
sympathy and cordial attention.

§ 4. Masonry considered under Two Denominations,

Masonry passes under two denominations,—
operative and speculative. By the former, we
allude to a proper application of the useful rules
of architecture, whence a structure derives figure,
strength, and beauty; and whence result a due
proportion and a just correspondence in all its parts.
By the latter, we learn to rule and direct the pas- -
sions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good
report, maintain secrecy, practise charity,and every
other virtue that can adorn the Man.

Speculative Masonry is so far interwoven with
religion, as to lay us under the strongest obligations
to pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at
once constitutes our duty and our happiness. It
leads the contemplative to view with reverence
and admiration the glorious works of creation, and
inspires them with the most exalted ideas of the
perfections of the Divine Creator. Operative
Masonry furnishes us with dwellings, and conve-
nient shelter from the inclemencies of seasons; and
whilst it displays the effects of human wisdom, as
well in the choice as in the arrangement of the
materials of which an edifice is composed, it de-
monstrates, that a fund of science and industry is
implanted in man, for the best, most salutary, and
beneficent purposes.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of igno-
rance, and the devastations of war, have laid waste
and destroyed many valuable monuments of anti-
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quity; on which the utmost exertions of human
genius have been employed. Even the temple of
Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and con-
structed by so many celebrated artists, escaped not
the unsparing ravages of barbarous force.? Free-
masonry, notwithstanding, has still survived. The
attentive ear receives the sound from the instruc-
tive tongue, and the sacred mysteries are safely
lodged in the repository of faithful breasts. Tools
and implements of architecture (symbols the most
expressive !) are selected by the Fraternity, to
imprint on the memory serious and solemn truths;
and thus the excellent tenets of the institution
are transmitted, unimpaired, under circumstances
precarious, and even adverse, through a succession
of ages.

§ 5. The Government of the Fraternity.

The mode of government observed by the Fra-
ternity will give the best idea of the nature and
design of the Masonic institution.

4 This once famous temple is no more. Its destruction by the
Romang, as predicted by Jesus Christ, was fulfilled in the most
minute particnlars; and, on the same authority, we are quite
certain that it will never be rebuilt. It may not, however, be
uninteresting to notice briefly the account which travellers give
of the site of this celebrated Masonic pile. ¢ Near St. Stephen’s
gate,” says M. Maundrell, “stands an indifferent Turkish house,
said to have been the spot whereon stood the palace of Pilate.
From the terrace of this house you have a fair prospect of all
the place whereon the temple stood—indeed, the only good pro-
spect that is allowed you of it ; for there is no going between
the borders of it without forfeiting your life, or, what is worse,
your religion. A fitter place for an august building could not
be found in the world than in this area. It lies on the top of
Mount Moriah, over against Mount Olivet. One may still dis-
cover marks of the great labour that it cost to cut away the
hard rock, and to level such a space upon so strong a mountain.
In the middle of the area stands at present a mosque, of an
octagonal figure, supposed to be built upon the same ground
whereon anc1ently stood the Sanctum Sanctorum. It is neither
eminent for its largeness nor its structure, and yet it makes a
stately figure, by the sole advantage of its situation,”—EDITOR.

B3
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Three classes are established among Masons,
under different appellations. The privileges of
each class are distinet; and particular means are
adopted to preserve those privileges to the just and
meritorious. Honour and probity are recommen-
dations to the first class ; in which the practice of
virtue is enforced, and the duties of morality are
inculcated ; while the mind is prepared for a re-
gular progress in the principles of knowledge and
philosophy. Diligence, assiduity, and apphcatlou,
are qualifications for the second class; in which is
given an accurate elucidation of science, both in
theory and practice. Here human reason is culti-
vated, by a due exertion of the intellectual powers
and facultxes, nice and difficult theories are ex-
plained ; new discoveries are produced, and those
already known beautifully embellished. The third
class 1s restricted to a selected few, whom truth
and fidelity have distinguished, whom years and
experience have improved, and whom merit and
abilities have entitled to preferment. With them
the ancient landmarks of the Order are pre-
served; and from them we learn the necessary
instructive lessons which dignify the art, and qua-
lify the professors to illustrate its excellence and
utility.

Such is the established plan of the Masonic
system. By this judicious arrangement, true
friendship is cultivated among different ranks of
men, hospitality promoted, industry rewarded, and
ingenuity encouraged.

§ 6. Reasons why the Secrets of Masonry ought not to be Publicly
Exposed ; and the Importance of those Secrets demonstrated.

If the secrets of Masonry are replete with such
advantage to mankind, it may be asked, Why are
they not divulged for the general good? To this
it may be answered,— Were the privileges of
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Masonry to be indiscriminately dispensed, the
purposes of the institution would not only be sub-
verted, but our secrets, being familiar, like other
important matters, would lose their value, and
sink ito disregard. :

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are
generally more charmed with novelty than with the
intrinsic value of things. Innumerable testimonies
might be adduced to confirm this truth. Do we
not find that the most wonderful operations of the
Divine Artificer, however beautiful, magnificent,
and useful, are overlooked, beecause common and
familiar? The sun rises and sets, the sea ebbs
and flows, rivers glide along their channels, trees
and plants vegetate, men and beasts act; yet these
being perpetually open to view, pass unnoticed.
The most astonishing productions of Nature, on the
same account, escape observation, and excite no
emotion, either in admiration of the great Cause,
or of gratitude for the blessing conferred. Even
Virtue herself is not exempted from this unhappy
bias in the human frame. Novelty influences all
our actions and determinations. What is new, or
difficult in the acquisition, however trifling or
insignificant, readily captivates the imagination,
and ensures a temporary admiration; while what
is familiar, or easily attained, however noble or
eminent, is sure to be disregarded by the giddy
and the unthinking. .

Did the essence of Masonry consist in the know-
ledge of particular secrets, or peculiar forms, it
might, indeed, be alleged that our pursuits were
trifling and superficial. But this is not the case;
they are only the keys to our treasure, and, having
their use, are preserved: while, from the recollec-
tion of the lessons which they inculcate, the well-
informed Mason derives instruction: he draws
them to a near inspection, views them through a



12 ILLUSTRATIONS

proper medium, adverts to the ecircumstances,
which gave them rise, and dwells upon the tenets
they convey. Finding them replete with useful
information, he prizes them as sacred ; and, being
convinced of their propriety, estimates their value
by their utility.

Many are deluded by the vague supposition that
our mysteries are merely nominal ; that the prac-
tices established amongst us are frivolous; and that
our ceremonies may be adopted or waived at plea-
sure. On this false basis we find too many of the
Brethren hurrying through all the degrees of the
Order, without adverting to the propriety of one
step they pursue, or possessing a single qualification
to entitle them to advancement. Passing through
the usual formalities, they consider themselves
authorized to rank as masters of the art, solicit
and accept offices, and even assume the govern-
ment of the lodge, equally unacquainted with the
rules of the institution that they pretend to sup-
port, and the nature of the trust which they are
bound to perform. The consequence is obvious;
anarchy and confusion ensue, and the substance
is lost in the shadow. Ience men who are emi-
nent for ability, rank, and fortune frequently
view the honours of Masonry with indifference;
and, when their patronage is solicited, either
accept offices with reluctance, or reject them with
disdain.®

¢ The above remarks are worthy of the serious consideration
of every person who is ambitious to hold an office in Masonry.
I have had much experience in the management of country
lodges, and am convinced that the want of success, which is so
often and so justly complained of, and frequently ends in the
actual dissolution of the establishment, is to be attributed, in
nine instances out of ten, to a deficiency in point of judgment,
as well as talent, in the presiding officer., Vide “Signs and
Symbols,” by the Editor, Lec, 11, on the Government of a Lodge,
P. 244, new ed.—EDITOR.
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Masonry has long laboured under these disad-
vantages, and every zealous friend to the Order
must earnestly wish for a correction of the abuse.
Of late years it must be acknowledged, our as-
semblies have been in general better regulated;
of which the good effects are sufficiently displayed
in the judicious selection of our members, and the
more proper ohservance of our general regulations.

Were the brethren who preside at our meetings
to be properly instructed previous to their appoint-
ment, and duly apprised of the importance of the
offices they are chosen to support, a general re-
formation would speedily take place.. This con-
duct would establish the propriety of our govern-
ment, and lead men to acknowledge that our
honours were not undeservedly conferred; the
ancient consequence of the ‘Order would be re-
stored, and the reputation of the Society preserved.
Till genuine merit shall distinguish our claim to
the honours of Masonry, and regularity of de-
portment display the influence and utility of our
rules, the world in general will not be led to
reconcile our proceedings with our professions.

§ 7. Few Societies exempted from Censure.—Irregularities of
Masons no Argument against the Institution.

Among the various societies of men, few, if any,
are wholly exempted from censure. Friendship,
however valuable in itself, and however universal
may be its pretensions, has seldom operated so
powerfullyin general associations as to promote that
sincere attachment to the welfare and prosperity
of each other which is necessary to constitute true
happiness. This may be ascribed to sundry causes,
but to none with more propriety than to the re-
prehensible motives which too frequently lead men
to a participation of social entertainments. If to
pass an idle hour, to oblige a friend, or probably
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to gratify an irregular indulgence, be the only in-
ducement to mix in company, is it surprising that
the important duties of society should be neglected,
and that in the quick circulation of the cheerful
glass the noblest faculties should be sometimes
buried in the cup of ebriety ?

It is an obvious truth, that the privileges of
Masonry have long been prostituted for unworthy
considerations, and hence their good effects have
been less conspicuous. Many have enrolled their
names in our records for the mere purposes of
conviviality without inquiring into the nature of
the particular engagements to which they are sub-
jected by becoming Masons.! Several have been
prompted by motives of interest, and many intro-
duced to gratify an idle curiosity, or to please as
jolly companions. A general odium, or at least a

T Tt is provided by the laws of Masonry, that no person shall
be received as a candidate for initiation, except he be ‘““a free-
man and his own master ; and at the timne of his iniciation be
known to be in reputable circumstances. Ile should be a lover
of the liberal Arts and Sciences, and have made some progress
in one or other of them.” (Coxst. Of proposing mernbers, sec.
iv. p. 90.) A want of attention to this salutary rule induces
other irregularities, which seldom fail to involve a lodge in ulti-
mate ruin. The following censure of the Grand Lodge on this
point merits general circulation amongst the brethren. For
obvious reasons the name of the offending lodge is omitted.
“It being remarked in the Grand Lodge that some of the
brethren of the Lodge No. — were unable to write, inasmuch as
their marks only were affixed against their names, and amongst
them was the junior warden ; and the law, sec. iv. p. 90, declar-
ing such individuals ineligible for initiation, the M.W. Grand
Master will, after this notice, feel it a duty he owes to the craft
to bring under the cognizance of the Grand Lodge the conduct
of any lodge which shall violate the wholesome and necessary law
above referred to ; a breach of which, it is declared in the pre-
amble to the regulations for proposing members, &c., p. 88,
shall subject the offending lodge to erasure. And the M.W.
Grand Master will require his Provincial Grand Masters to warn
the lodges under their respective superintendence, of this His
Royal Highness’s determination, and to report to him ary in-
stance which shall come to their knowledge of a disregard of the
law in this respect.” (Quart. Com. 26th Sept. 1826.)—EDITOR.
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careless indifference, must be the result of such
conduct. But the evil stops not here. Persons
of this description, ignorant of the true nature of
the institution, probably without any real defect
in their own morals, are induced to recommend
others of the same cast to join the society for the
same purpose. Hence the true knowledge of the
art decreases with the increase of its members, and
the most valuable part of the institution is turned
into ridicule ; while the dissipations of luxury and
intemperance bury in oblivion principles which
might have dignified the most exalted characters.
When we consider the varicty of members of
which the society of Masons is composed, and the
small number who are really conversant with the
tenets of the institution, we need not wonder that
few should be distinguished for exemplary lives.
By persons who are precipitately introduced into
the mysteries of the art, without the requisite
gnalifications, it cannot be expected that much
regard will be paid to the observance of duties
which they perceive to be openly violated by their
own initiation ; and it is an incontrovertible truth,
that, such is the unhappy bias in the disposition of
some men, though the fairest and best ideas were
- imprinted on the mind, they are so careless of
their own reputation as to disregard the most
instructive lessons. We have reason to regret,
that even persons who are distinguished for a
knowledge in the art, are too frequently induced to
violate the rules, a pretended conformity to which
may have gained them applause. The hypocrisy,
however, is speedily unveiled ; no sooner are they
liberated from the trammels, as they conceive, of
a regular and virtuous deportment, in the tem-
porary government of the lodge, than, by abusing
the innocent and cheerful repast, they become
slaves to vice and intemperance, and not only dis-
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grace themselves, but reflect dishonour on the
Fraternity. By such indiscretions the best of in-
stitutions is brought into contempt; and the more
deserving part of the community justly conceives
a prejudice against the society, of which it is diffi-
cult afterwards to do away the impression.

But if some do transgress, no wise man will
thence argue against the institution, or condemn
the whole Fraternity for the errors of a few mis-
guided individuals. Were the wicked lives of men
admitted as an argument against the religion
which they profess, the wisest and most judicious
establishments might be exposed to censure. It
may be averred in favour of Masonry, that what-
ever imperfections are found among its professors,
the institution countenances no deviation from the
rules of right reason. Those who violate the laws,
or infringe on good order, are kindly admonished
by secret monitors; when these means have not
the intended effect, public reprehension becomes
necessary ; and at last, when every mild endeavour
to effect a reformation in their conduct is of no
avail, they are expelled the lodge, as unfit mem-
bers of the society.

Vain, therefore, is each idle surmise against the
plan of our government; while the laws of the
Craft are properly supported, they will be proof
against every attack. Men are not aware, that by
decrying any laudable institution, they derogate
from the dignity of human nature itselt, and from
that good order and wise disposition of things,
which the almighty Author of the world has
framed for the government of mankind, and esta-
blished as the basis of the moral system. IFriend-
ship and social delights can never be the object of
reproach ; nor can that wisdom which hoary Time
has sanctified be a subject for ridicule. Whoever
attempts to censure what he does not comprehend,
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degrades himself; and the generous heart will pity
the mistakes of such ignorant presumption.

§ 8. Charity the distinguishing Characteristic of Masons.

Charity is the chief of all the social "virtues,
and the distinguishing characteristic of Masons.
This virtue includes a supreme degree of love to
the great Creator and Governor of the universe,
and an unlimited affection to the beings of his
creation, of all characters and of every denomina-
tion. This last duty is forcibly inculcated by the
example of the Deity himself, who liberally dis-
penses his beneficence to unnumbered worlds.

It is not particularly our province to enter into
a disquisition of every branch of this amiable virtue;
we shall, therefore, only briefly state the happy
effects of a benevolent disposition toward mankind ;
and show, that charity exerted on proper object$,
is the greatest pleasure man can possibly enjoy.

The bounds of the greatest nation or the most
extensive empire cannot circumscribe the gene-
rosity of a liberal mind. Men, in whatever situa-
tion they are placed, are still, in a great measure,
the same. They are exposed to similar dangers
and misfortines ; they have not wisdom to foresee,
or power to prevent, the evils incident to human
nature; they hang, as it were, in a perpetual sus-
pense between hope and fear, sickness and health,
plenty and want. A mutual chain of dependence
subsists throughout the animal creation. All of
the human spemes are, therefore, proper objects
for the exercise of charity.

Beings who partake of one common nature ought
to be actuated by the same motives and interests.
Hence, to soothe the unhappy, by sympathizing
with their misfortunes, and to restore peace and
tranquillity to agitated spirits, constitute the
general and great ends of the Masonic System.



18 ILLUSTRATIONS

This humane, this generous disposition, fires the
breast with manly feelings, and enlivens that spirit
of compassion which is the glory of the human
frame, and which not only rivals, but outshines
every other pleasure that the mind is capable of
enjoying.

All human passions, when directed by the supe-
rior principle of reason, tend to promote some
useful purpose; but compassion toward proper
objects is the most beneficial of all the affections,
and excites more lasting degrees of happiness ; as it
extends to. greater numbers, and alleviates the
infirmities and evils which are incident to human
existence.

Possessed of this amiable, this godlike disposi-
tion, Masons are shocked at misery under every
form and appearance. When they behold an ob-
Jject pining under the miseries of a distressed body
or mind, the healing accents which flow from the
tongue mitigate the pain of the unhappy sufferer,
and make even adversity, in its dismal state, look
gay. When pity is excited, the Mason will assuage
grief, and cheerfully relieve distress. If a Brother
be in want, every heart is moved;® when he is
bungry, we feed him ; when he is naked, we clothe
him ; when he is in trouble, we fly to his relief.
Thus we confirm the propriety of the title we
bear ; and convinee the world at large, that
BROTHER, among Masons, is more than the name.

L 2

& “TIn 1739, after Pope Eugenius had issued his bull against
Freemasonry, one Crudeli, a Freemason, was imprisoned at
Florence by the Inquisition, and suffered the most unmerited
cruelties for maintaining the innocence of the association.
When the Grand Lodge of England was informed of his miser-
able situation, they recollected that a foreigner, however low
his rank, and however distant his abode, had a claim upon their
sympathy. They transmitted to him twenty pounds for pro-
curing the necessaries of life, and exerted every nerve for effect-
ing his liberation,” (Lawrie, p. 128.)-—EDITOR,
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§ 9. The Discernment displayed by Masons in the Cloice of Objects
of Charity.

The most inveterate enemies of Masonry must
acknowledge, that no society is more remarkable
for the practice of charity, or any association of
men more famed for disinterested liberality. It
cannot be said, that Masons indulge in convivial
mirth, while the poor and needy pine for relief.
Our charitable establishments and quarterly con-
tributions, exclusive of private subscriptions, to
relieve distress, prove that we are ready, with
cheerfulness, in proportion to our circumstances,
to alleviate the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures.
Considering, however, the variety of objects, whose
distress the dictates of nature as well as the ties of
Masonry incline us to relieve, we find it necessary
sometimes to inquire into the cause of misfortune;
lest a misconceived tenderness of disposition, or
an impolitic generosity of heart, might prevent us
from making a proper distinction in the choice of
objects. Though our ears are always open to the
distresses of the deserving poor, yet charity is not
to be dispensed with a profuse liberality on impos-
tors.” The parents of a numerous offspring, who,

b Tt is to be regretted that, from the charitable principles of
the institution, masonic impostors are very numerous. They
prowl about the country with fictitious certificates, and often
succeed in deluding the masters of lodges and other benevolent
brothers, to the injury of worthy brethren, whose tale of distress
proceeds from the genuine workings of a heart oppressed with
unmerited misfortune. The difficulty of distinguishing between
real and assumed objects of charity may be estimated from such
cases as the following, extracted from the Quarterly Commuui-
cation for December, 1823 :—“ A. Report from the Board of
General Purposes was read, stating that an individual, calling
himself Simon Ramus, had been endeavouring to impose upon
brethren, and to obtain pecuniary assistance, under colour of a
fabricated certificate, stating him to have been a Member of
the Lodge No. 353, formerly No. 280, but which certificate had
been detained from him by the Lodge No. 283, and transmitted to
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through age, sickness, infirmity, or any unforeseen
accident in life, may be reduced to want, particu-
larly claim our attention, and seldom fail to expe-
rience the happy effects of our friendly associations.
To such objects, whose situation is more easy to be
conceived than expressed, we are induced liberally
to extend relief. Hence we give convincing proofs
of wisdom and discernment; for though our bene-
volence, like our laws, be unlimited, yet our hearts
glow principally with affection toward the deserving
part of mankind. ol

From this view of the advantages which result
from the practice and profession of Masonry, every
candid and impartial mind must acknowledge its
utility and importance to the State ; and surely, if
the picture here drawn be just, it must be no trifling
acquisition to any Government, to have under its
jurisdiction a society of men, who are not only true
patriots and loyal subjects, but the patrons of
science and the friends of mankind.

§ 10. Friendly Admonitions.

As useful knowledge is the great object of our
desire, let us diligently apply to the practice of the
art, and steadily adhere to the principles which it
inculcates. Let not the difficulties that we have
to encounter check our progress, or damp our
zeal ; but let us recollect, that the ways of wisdom

the Grand Lodge. And, also, that another individual, calling
himself Miles Martin, but supposed to be one Joseph Larkins,
had, in a similar manner, been endeavouring to impose upon
brethren, under colour of a certificate from the Grand Lodge
of Ireland, and a certificate from the Lodge No. 145, at Nor-
wich, but which certificates had been detained by the S.W. of
the Lodge No. 779, and transmitted to the Grand Lodge : the
Board stated that they were induced to make this Report with
a view to guard brethren against further attempts at imposition
by those individuals, although their means were, in a great °
r}geasure, destroyed by the detention of the certificates,”—
DITOR.
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are beautiful, and lead to pleasure. Knowledge is
attained by degrees, and cannot everywhere be
found. Wisdom seeks the secret shade, the lonely
cell, designed for contemplation. There enthroned
she sits, delivering her sacred oracles. There let
us seek her, and pursue the real bliss. Though
the passage be difficult, the farther we trace it the
easier it will become.

Union and harmony constitute the essence of
Freemasonry: while we enlist under that banner,
the society must flourish, and private animosities
give place to peace and good fellowship. Uniting
in one design, let it be our aim to be happy our-
selves, and contribute to the happiness of others.
Let us mark our superiority and distinction among
men, by the sincerity of our profession as Masons ;
let us cultivate thé moral-virtues, and improve in
all that is good and amiable; let the Genius of
Masonry preside over our conduct, and under her
sway let us perform our part with becoming dig-
nity ; let us preserve an elevation of under-
standing, a politeness of manner, and an evenness
of temper; let our recreations be innocent, and
pursued with moderation; and never let irregular
indulgences lead to the subversion of our system,
by impairing our faculties, or exposing our cha-
racter to derision. In conformity to our precepts,
as patterns worthy of imitation, let the respecta-
bility of our character be supported by the regu-
larity of our conduct and the uniformity of our
deportment ; then as citizens of the world, and
friends to every clime, we shall be living exam-
ples of virtue and benevolence, equally zealous to
merit, as to obtain universal approbation.
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BOOK II

GENERAL REMARKS: INCLUDING AN ILLUS-
TRATION OF THE LECTURES; A PARTICULAR
DESCRIPTION OF THE ANCIENT CEREMONIES;
AND THE CHARGES USED IN THE DIFFERENT
DEGREES.

§ 1. General Remarks.

Masonry is an art useful and extensive. In
every art there is a mystery which requires a pro-
gress of study and application before we can arrive
at any degree of perfection. Without much in-
struction, and more exercise, no man can be skilful
in any art; in like manner, without an assiduous
application to the various subjects treated in the
different lectures of Masonry, no person can be
sufficiently acquainted with the true value of the
institution.

From this remark it is not to be inferred, that
those who labour under the disadvantage of a
confined education, or whose sphere of life requires
assiduous attention to business or useful employ-
ments, are to be discouraged in their endeavours
to gain a knowledge of Masonry. To qualify
an individual to enjoy the benefits of the society
at large, or to partake of its privileges, it is not
absolutely necessary that he should be acquainted
with all the intricate parts of the science: these
are only intended for persons who may have
leisure and opportunity to indulge the pursuit.

Some may be more able than others, some more
eminent, some more useful; but all in their dif-
ferent spheres, may prove advantageous to the
community ; and our necessities, as well as our con-
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sciences, bind us to love one another. To persons,
however, whose early years have been dedicated
to literary pursuits, or whose circumstances and
situation in life render them independent, the
offices of the lodge ought principally to be restricted.
The industrious tradesman proves himself a valu-
able member of society, and worthy of every honour
that we can confer ; but the nature of every man’s
profession will not ‘admit of that leisure which is
necessary to qualify him to become an expert
Mason, so as to discharge the official duties of the
lodge with propriety. And it must also be ad-
mitted, that those who accept offices and exer-
cise authority in. the lodge, ought to be men of
prudence aud address, enjoying the advantages of
a well-cultivated mind and retentive memory.
All men are not blessed with the same powers and
talents; all men, therefore, are not equally quali-
fied to govern. He who wishes to teach, must
submit to learn; and no one can be qualified to
support the higher offices of the lodge who has not
previously discharged the duties of those which
are subordinate. Experience is the best preceptor.
Every man may rise by gradation, but merit and
industry are the first steps topreferment. Masonry
is wisely instituted for different ranks and degrees
of men ; and every brother, according to his station
and ability, may be employed in the lodge, and
class with his equal. Actuated by the best prin-
ciples, no disquietude is found among the pro-
fessors of the art. Tach class is happy in its
particular association; and when all the classes
meet in general convention, one plan regulates the
whole ; neither arrogance nor presumption appears '
on the one hand, nor diffidence nor inability on
the other; but every brother vies to excel in pro-
moting that endearing happiness which constitutes
the essence of civil society.
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§ 2. The Ceremony of Opening and Closing the Lodge.

In all regular assemblies of men which are con-
vened for wise and useful purposes, the commence-
ment and conclusion of business is accompanied
with some form. In every country of the world
the practice prevails, and is deemed essential.
From the most remote periods of antiquity it is
traced, and the refined improvements of modern
times have not abolished it.

Ceremonies, simply considered, are little more
than visionary delusions ; but their effects are
sometimes important. When they impress awe
and reverence on the mind, and attract the atten-
tion to solemn rites by external forms, they are
interesting objects. These purposes are effected
when judicious ceremonies are regularly conducted
and properly arranged. On this ground they have
received the sanction of the wisest menin all ages,
and consequently could not eseape the notice of
Masons. To begin well, is the most likely means
to end well ; and it is justly remarked, that when
order and method are neglected at the heginning,
they will be seldom found to take place at the end.

The ceremony of opening and closing the lodge
with solemnity and decorum is therefore universally
adopted among Masons; and though the mode in
some meetings may vary, and in every Degree
must vary, still a uniformity in the general prac-
tice prevails in the lodge; and the variation (if
any) is solely occasioned by a want of method,
which a little application will easily remove.

To conduet this ceremony with propriety, ought
to be the peculiar study of all Masons, especially
of those who have the honour to rule in our assem-
blies. To persons who are thus diguified, every
eye is directed for regularity of conduct and be-
haviour; and by their example, other brethren,
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less informed, may naturally expect to derive in-
struction.

From a share in this ceremony no Mason is
exempted; it is a general concern, in which all
must assist.  This is the first request of the Master
and the prelude to business. No sooner has it
been signified, than every officer repairs to bhis
station, and the brethren rank according to their
degrees. The intent of the meeting becomes the
object of attention ; and the mind is insensibly
drawn from the indiscriminate subjects of conver-
sation which are apt to intrude on our less serious
moments. :

Our first care is directed to the external avenues
of the lodge ; and the officers, whose province it is
to discharge that duty, execute the trust with
fidelity. By certain mystic forms, of no recent
date, it is intimated that we may safely proceed.
To detect impostors among ourselves, an adherence
to order in the character of Masons ensues, and the
lodge is opened ! or closed in solemn form.

At opening the lodge, two purposes are effected :
the Master is reminded of the dignity of his cha-
racter, and the brethren of the homage and vene-
ration due to him in their sundry stations. These,
however; are not the only advantages resulting
from a due observance of the ceremony; a reve-
rential awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the
eye is fixed on that object from whose radiant

i In the first degree the Lodge is technically declared to be
open ‘‘for the purposes of Masonry ;” in the second, * on the
square ; ” and in the third, ‘“on the centre.”

A rebearsal of the Antient Charges properly succeeds the
opening, and precedes the closing, of the lodge. This was the
constant practice of our antient brethren, and ought never to be
neglected in our regular assemblies. A recapitulation of our
duty cannot be disagreeable to those who are acquainted with
it ; and to those to whom it is not known, should any such be,
it must be highly proper to recommend it.—See the Book of Con-
stitutions : Antient Charges.

C
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beams alone light can be derived. Hence, in this
ceremony, we are taught to adore God, and sup-
plicate his protection on our well-meant endea-
vours. The Master assumes his government in
due form, and under him his Wardens; who
accept their trust, after the customary salutations.
Then the brethren, with one accord, unite in duty
and respect, and the ceremony concludes.

At closing the lodge, a similar form takes place.
Here the less important duties of the Order are
not passed unobserved. The necessary degree of
subordination which takes place in the govern-
ment of the lodge is peculiarly marked : while the
proper tribute of gratitude is offered up to the
beneficent Author of life, whose blessing is in-
voked, and extended to the whole Fraternity.
Iiach brother then faithfully locks up in his own
repository the treasure which he has acquired;
and, pleased with his reward, retires to enjoy, and
disseminate among the private eircle of his friends,
the fruits of his labour and industry in the lodge.

These are faint outlines of a ceremony which
universally prevails among Masons, and distin-
guishes all their meetings. Hence, it is arranged
as a general Section in every Degree of the Order,
and takes the lead in all our illustrations.

§ 3. Remarks on the First Lecture.

Having illustrated the ceremony of opening and
closing the lodge, we shall now enter on a disquisi-
tion of the different Sections of the Lectures which
are appropriated to the three Degrees of the Order,
giving a brief summary of the whole, and annexing
to every Remark the particulars to which the See-
tion alludes. Bythese means the industrious Mason
will be better instructed in the regular arrangement
of the Lectures, and be enabled with more ease to
acquire a competent knowledge of the Art.
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The First Lecture is divided into sections, and
each section is subdivided into Clauses. In this
Lecture, virtue is painted in the most beautiful
colours, and the duties of morality are strictly
enforced. Here we are taught such wise and
useful lessons as prepare the mind for a regular
advancement in the principles of knowledge and
philosophy ; and these are imprinted on the me-
mory by lively and sensible images, well calcu-
lated to influence our conduct in the proper dis-
charge of the duties of social life.

The First Section.—The first Section of this
Lecture is suited to all capacities, and may and
ought to be known by every person who wishes to
rank as a Mason. It consists of general heads,
which, though they be short and simple, will be
found to carry weight with them. They not only
serve as marks of distinction, but communicate
useful and interesting knowledge when they are
duly investigated. They qualify us to try and
examine the rights of others to our privileges,
while they demonstrate our own claim; and
as they induce us to inquire minutely into
other particulars of great importance, they
serve as a proper introduction to subjects which
are more amply explained in the following sec-
tions.*

The Second Section.— The Second Section
makes us acquainted with the peculiar forms and
ceremonies which are adopted at the initiation of
candidates into Masonry ; and convinces us beyond
the power of contradiction, of the propriety of
our rites; whilst it demonstrates to the most

k As we can annex to this remark no other explanation, con-
sistently with the rules of Masonry, we must refer the more
inquisitive to our regular assemblies for farther instruction.

c 2
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sceptical and hesitating mind their excellence and
utility.!

A Prayer used at Initiation.

“ Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Universe, to this our present convention, and
grant that this Candidate for Masonry may dedi-
cate and devote his life to thy service, and become
a true and faithful Brother amongst us! Endue
him with a competency of thy Divine wisdom ;
that, by the secrets of this Art, he may be the
better enabled to display the beauties of godliness,
to the honour of thy holy Name. So mote it be?’ ™

The Third Section.—The Third Section, by the
reciprocal communication of our marks of distine-
tion, proves the regularity of our initiation ; and

! The following particulars, relative to the ceremony of initia-
tion, may be introduced here with propriety :

The Declaration to be assented to by every Candidate previous to
Initiation, and to be subscribed by his Name at fuil length :

“To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, Officers, and Members
of the Lodge of  No.

“Y [A.B.], being a free man, and of the full age of twenty-
one years, do declare, that, unbiassed by the improper solicita-
tion of friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary or other un-
worthy motives, I freely and voluntarily offer myself a candi-
date for the mysteries of Masonry ; that T am prompted by a
favourable opinion conceived of the institution, and a desire of
knowledge : and that I will cheerfully conform to all the antient
usages and established customs of the Order. Witness my
hand, this day of [A.B.]

“ Witness [C.D.]”

N.B. Copies bound up of this Declaration for the use of
lodges may be had of the Publisher,

™ 1t is a duty incumbent on the Master of the lodge, before
the ceremony of initiation takes place, to inform the Candidate
of the purpose and design of the institution ; to explain the
nature of his solemn engagements; and, in a ‘manner peculiar

to Masons, to require his cheerful acquiescence to the tenets of
the Order.
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inculcates those necessary and -instructive duties
which dignify our character in thc double capacity,
of Men and Masons.

‘We cannot better illustrate this Section, than by
inserting the following :—

Charge at Initiation into the First Degree.”

Broraer,—

As you have passed through the ceremony of
your initiation, let me confrmtulate you on being
admitted a member of our ancient and honourable
institution. 'Anecient, no doubt, it is, as having
subsisted from time immemorial ; and honourable
it must be acknowledged to be—as, by a natural
tendency, it conduces to make those so who .are
obedient to its precepts. Indeed, no institution
can boast a more solid foundation than that on
which Freemasonry rests—the practice of every
moral and social virtue ; and to so high an emi-
nence has its credit been advanced, that in every
age monarchs themselves have been promoters of
the Art; have not thought it derogatory to their
dignity to exchange the sceptre for the trowel;
have patronized our mysteries, and joined in our
assemblies.

As a Freemason, let me recommend to your
most serious contemplation the volume of the
Sacred Law; charging you to censider it as the
unerring standard of truth and justice, and to
regulate your actions by the Divine precepts it
contains. Therein you will be taught the important
duties you owe to God, to your nelghbour and to
yourself. 7o God, by never mentioning his name
but with that awe and reverence which are due

n This Charge is the one used in the Lodge of Improvement
founded by the late Brother Peter Gilks, which holds its meetings
under the sanction of the Lodge of Unions, No. 818, every
Friday evening, at the Freemasons’ Tavern, Great Queen-stxeet



30 ILLUSTRATIONS

from the creature to his Creator; by imploring
his aid on all your lawful undertakings, and by
looking up to him in every emergency, for comfort
and support. To your neighbour, by acting with
him on the square ; by rendering him every kind
office which justice or mercy may require; by
relieving his necessities, and soothing his afflic-
tions, and by doing to him, as in similar cases, you
would wish he would do to you. And to yourself,
by such a prudent and well-regulated course of
discipline, as may best conduce to the preserva-
tion of your corporeal and mental faculties in
their fullest energy; thercby enabling you to
exert those talents wherewith God has blest you,
as well to his glory as the welfare of your fellow-
creatures.

As a citizen of the world, I am to enjoin you
to be exemplary in the dlsclnro'e of your civil
duties, by never proposing, or at all countenancing,
any act that may have a tendency to subvert the
peace and good order of socicty; by paying
due obedience to the laws of any state which may
for a time become the place of your residence, or
afford you its protection ; and above all, by never
losing sight of the allegiance due to the Sov ereign
of your native’land ; ever remembering that
Nature has implanted in your breast a sacred and
an indissoluble attachment towards that country,
whence you derived your birth and infant nurture.

As an individual, let me recommend the practice
of every domestic as well as public virtue. Let
Prudence direct you! Temperance chasten you !
Fortitude support you! and Justice be the guide
of all your actions. Be especially careful to main-
tain, in their fullest splendour, those truly Masonic
ornaments, which have already been amply illus-
trated, Benevolence and Charity.

Still, as a Freemason, there are other excel-
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lences of character to which your attention may
be peculiarly and forcibly directed. Among the
foremost of these are, Secrecy, Fidelity, and Obe-
dience.

Secrecy consists in an inviolable adherence to
the obligation you have entered into, never im-
properly to disclose any of those Masonic Secrets
which have now been, or may at any future period
be, intrusted to your keeping, and cautiously to
avoid all occasions which may inadvertently lead
you to do so.

Your Fidelity must be exemplified by a strict
observance of the constitutions of the fraternity ;
by adhering to the ancient land-marks of the
order ; by never attempting to extort, or other-
wise unduly obtain the secrets of a superior de-
gree ; and by refraining to recommend any one
to a participation of our secrets, unless you have
strong grounds to believe that, by a similar fidelity,
he will ultimately reflect honour on your choice.

Your Obedience must be proved by a strict
observance of our laws and regulations ; by prompt
attention to all signs and summonses ; by modest
and correct demeanour in the lodge ; by abstaining
from every topic of political or religious discus-
sion; by a ready acquiescence in all votes and
resolutions duly passed by a majority of the
Brethren ; and by a perfect submission to the
Master and his Wardens, while acting in the dis-
charge of their respective offices.

And, as a last general recommendation, let me
exhort you to dedicate yourself to such pursuits as
may at once enable you to become respectable in
life, useful to mankind, and an ornament to the
Society of which you have this day become a
member ; that you will more especially study such
of the liberal arts and sciences as may lie within
the compass of your attainment, and that without
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neglecting the ordinary duties of your statiom,
you will feel yourself called on to make a daily
advancement in Masonic knowledge.

From the very commendable attention you ap-
pear to have given to this Charge, 1 am led to
hope you will duly appreciate the value of Iree-
masonry, and indelibly imprint on your heart, the
sacred dictates of Truth, of Honour, and of Virtue.

This section usually closes with the following

EULOGIUM.

Masonry comprehends within its circle every
branch of useful knowledge and learning, and
stamps an indelible mark of pre-eminence on its
genuine professors, which neither chance, power,
nor fortune, can bestow.. When its rules arve
strictly observed, it is a sure foundation of :tran-:
quillity amid the various disappointments of life ;
a friend that will not deceive, but will comfort
and assist, in prosperity and adversity ; a blessing,
that will remain with all time, circumstances,
and places; and to which recourse may be had,
when other earthly comforts sink in disregard.

Masonry gives real and intrinsic excellency to
man, and renders him fit for the duties of society.
It strengthens the mind against the storms of life,
paves the way to peace, and promotes domestic
happiness. It wmeliorates the temper, and im-
proves the understanding ; it is company in soli-
tude, and gives vivacity, variety, and energy to
social conversation. In youth, it' governs the
passions, and cmploys usefully our most active
faculties ; and in age, when sickness, imbecility,
and disease, have benumbed the corporeal frame,
and rendered the union of soul and body almost
intolerable, it yields an ample fund of comfort
and satisfaction.

These are its general advantages; to enumerate
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them separately, would be an endless labour. It
may be sufficient to observe, that he who eculti-
vates this science, and acts agrecably to the
character of a Mason, has: within himself the
spring and support of every social virtue; a sub-
ject of contemplation, that enlarges the mind,
and expands all its powers ; a theme that is inex-
haustible, ever new, and always interesting.

The Fourth Section.—The Fourth Section ra-
tionally accounts for the origin of our hierogly-
phical instruction, and points out the advantages
which accompany a faithful observance of our
duty. It illustrates, at the same time, certain
particulars, our ignorance of which might lead us
into error; and which, as Masons, we are indis-
pensably bound to know.

To make daily progress in the Art, is a constant
duty, and expressly required by our general laws.
What end can be more noble, than the pursnit of
virtue ? what motive more alluring, than the prac-
tice of justice? or what instruction more bene-
ficial, than an accurate elucidation of symbols
which tend to improve and embellish the mind ?
Every thing that strikes the eye more immedi-
ately engages the attention, and imprints on the
memory serious and solemn truths. Masons have,
therefore, universally adopted the plan of incul-
cating the tenets of their Order by typical figures
and allegorical emblems, to prevent their myste-
ries from descending within the familiar reach of
inattentive and unprepared novices, from whom
they might not receive due veneration.

The usages and customs of Masons have ever
corresponded with those of the antient Egyptians;
to which, indeed, they bear a near affinity. Those
philosophers, unwilling to expose their mysteries
to vulgar eyes, concealed their particular tenets

¢ 3
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and principles of polity and philosophy under
hieroglyphical figures; and expressed their no-
tions of government by signs and symbols, which
they communicated to their Magi alone, who were
bound by oath° never to reveal them. Pythagoras
seems to have established his system on a similar
plan; and many Orders of a more recent date
have copied the example. Masonry, however, is
not only the most antient, but the most moral
Institution that ever existed; as every character,
figure, emblem, depicted in the lodge, has a moral
meaning, and tends to inculcate the practice of
virtue on those who behold it.P

The Fifth Section.—The TFifth Section explains
the nature and principles of our Institution, and
teaches us to discharge with propriety the duties
of the different departments which we are ap-
pointed to sustain in the government of the lodge.
Here, too, our ornaments are displayed, and our
jewels and furniture specified ; while a proper
attention is paid to our antient and venerable
patron.

° ‘“The oath proposed to the aspirant for the Pythagorean
mysteries was made on the number Four, or Tetractys, which
was expressed by TEN commas or jods (supposing it to be de-
rived from the Tetragrammaton of the Jews), disposed in the
form of an equilateral triangle, each side containing fowr, as
follows :—

y Monad, fire, or the active principle.
il Duad, the passive principle,
et b Triad, the world proceeding from their union.
sy s s 5 Quaternary, the liberal sciences.

This triangle, as some authors suppose, bore a reference to the
triune God, whence it was termed Zrigonon mysticum. Tambli-
chus gives us the words of this tremendous oath. Ov pa Tov
aperepn, &c.  “ By the GREAT TETRACTYS, or name IAO, who
hath communicated the fountain of eternity to our souls, &ec.”—
(Oliver’s Hist. Init. new ed. p. 125, in noti).—EDITOR.

. ? This closes with a definition of Charity, for which see Sec.
e,
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To explain the subjects treated in this Section,
and assist the industrious Mason to acquire them,
we can only recommend a punctual attendance on
the duties of the lodge, and a diligent application
to the lessons which are theré inculcated.

The Sixzth Section.—The Sixth Section, though
the last in rank, is not the least considerable in
importance. It strengthens those which precede ;
and enforces, in the most engaging manner, a due
regard to character and behaviour, in public as
well as in private life; in the lodge as well as in
the general commerce of society.

This Section forcibly inculcates the most in-
structive lessons. Brotherly Love, Relief,and Truth,
are themes on which we here expatiate.—By the
exercise of Brotherly Love we are taught to re-
gard the whole human species as one family, the
high and low, the rich and poor; who, as children
of the same Parent, and inhabitants of the same
planet, are to aid, support, and protect each other.
On this principle, Masonry unites men of every
country, sect, and opinion ;¢ and conciliates true
friendship among those who might otherwise have
remained at a perpetual distance.—Relief is the
next tenet of the profession; and though to re-
lieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all
men, it is more particularly so on Masons, who
are linked together by an indissoluble chain of

2 I cite a single instance of this fact from Lawrie. “A
Scottish gentleman in the Prussian service was taken prisoner
at the battle of Lutzen, and was conveyed to Prague along with
four hundred of his companions inarms. Assoon asit wasknown
that he was a Mason he was released from confinement: he was
invited to the tables of the most distinguished citizens, and re-
quested to consider himself as a Freemason and not as a prisoner
of ‘war. About three months after the engagement, an ex-
change of prisoners took place, and the Scottish officer was pre-
sented by the fraternity with a purse of sixty ducats to defray
the expenses of his journey.”—EDITOR.
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sincere affection. To soothe calamity, alleviate
misfortune, compassionate misery, and restore
peace to the troubled mind, is the grand aim of
the true Mason. On this basis he establishes his
friendships, and forms his connections.— Truth is
a divine attribute, and the foundation of every
virtue. To be good men and true, is the first
lesson we are tanght in Masonry. On this theme
we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavour to
regulate our conduct : influenced by this principle,
hypoerisy and deceit are unknown in the lodge,
sincerity and plain-dealing distinguish us ; while
the heart and tongue join in promoting the
general welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s
prosperity.

To this illustration succeeds an explanation of
the four cardinal virtues, Temperance, Fortitude,
Prudence, and Justice.—By Temperance, we are
instructed to govern the passions, and check unruly
desires. The health of the body, and the dignity
of the species, are equally concerned in a faithful
observance of it.—By Fortitude, we are taught to
resist temptation, and encounter danger with spirit
and resolution. This virtue is equally distant from
rashness and cowardice ; and he who possesses it,
is seldom shaken, and never overthrown, by the
storms that surround him. By Prudence, we are
instructed to regulate our conduct by the dictates
of reason, and to judge and determine with pro-
priety in the execution of everything that tends to
promote either our present or future well-being.
On this virtue, all others depend ; it is, therefore,
the chief jewel that can adorn the human frame.
—Justice, the boundary of right, constitutes the
cement of .civil society. This virtue, in a great
measure, constitutes real goodness, and is therefore
represented as the perpetual study of the accom-
plished Mason. Without the exercise of justice,
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universal confusion would ensuc; lawless force
might overcome the principles of equity, and social
intercourse no longer exist.

The explanation ' of these virtues is accompanied
with some general observations on the equality ob-
served among Masons. In the lodge, no estrange-
ment of behaviour is discovered; influenced by
the same principle, a uniformity of opinion, which
is useful in exigencies, and pleasing in familiar life,
universally prevails, strengthens the ties of friend-
ship, and promotes love and esteem. Masons are
brethren by a double tie; and among them, as bro-
thers, no invidious distinctions exist ; merit being
always respected, and honour rendered to whom
honour is due. A king, in the lodge, is reminded,
that although a crown may adorn the head, or a
sceptre the hand, the blood in the veins is derived
from the common parent of mankind, and is no
better than that of the meanest subject. The
statesman, the senator, and the artist, are there
taught that, equally with others, they are, by
nature, exposed to infirmity and disease; and that
an unforeseen misfortune, or a disordered frame,
may impair their faculties, and level them with the
most ignorant of their species. This checks pride,
and incites courtesy of behaviour. Men of inferior
talents, or who are not placed by fortune in such
exalted stations, are instructed to regard their
superiors with peculiar esteem, when they discover
them voluntarily divested of the trappings of ex-
ternal grandeur, and condescending, in the badge
of innocence and bond of friendship, to trace wis-
dom and follow virtue, assisted by those who are
of a rank beneath them. Virtue is true nobility,
and wisdom is the channel by which virtue is:
directed and conveyed; wisdom and virtue, only,
mark distinction among Masons.

Such 1s the arrangement of the sections in the
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first lecture ;* which, including the forms adopted
at opening and closing the lodge, comprehends the
whole of the first degree. This plan has not
only the advantage of revularxty to recommend it,
but the support of precedent and authority, and the
sanction and respect which flow from antiquity.
The whole is a regular system of morality, con-

ceived in a strain of interesting allegory, which
readily unfolds its beauties to the candid and in-
dustrious inquirer.*®

§ 4. Remarks on the Second Lecture.

Masonry is a progressive science, and is dmded
into different classes, or degrees, for the more
regular advancement in the knowledge of its mys-
teries. According to the progress we make, we
limit or extend our inquiries; and, in proportion
to our talents, we attain to a lesser or greater
degree of perfection.

Masonry includes almost every branch of polite
learning under the veil of its mysteries, which com-
prehend a regular system of virtue and science.
Many of its illustrations may appear unimportant
to the confined genius; but the man of more en-

* In practice, when the lodge was opened, the toast usually
was ‘‘ The king and the Craft,” together with the E.A.P. song.
At the end of the first Section, ‘The key of knowledge ;” at
the conclusion of the second, ¢ The heart that conceals and the
tongue that never reveals;” of the third, “To all distressed
Masons;” of the fourth, “May every brother arrive at the
summit of his profession ;”” of the fifth, * The pious memory of
the two St. Johus, as the great pamllels of Masonry ;” of the
sixth, “The Lewis.” Every brother will see that under this
regime the lectures varied considerably from the present ar-
ran gement. —EDITOR.

* The Sections of this Lecture are at present rather differently
arranged, but, as the disquisitions are nearly identical, I have
not thought it necessary to disturb the programme of Preston.
There was also another formula in use at the latter end of the
last century, counsisting of six Sections, and containing the same
matter under a new classification.—EDITOR.
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larged faculties will consider them in the highest
degree useful and interesting. To please the
accomplished scholar and ingenious artist, the
institution is well suited ; and in the investigation
of its latent doctrines, the philosopher and mathe-
matician may experience equal satisfaction and
delight.

To exhaust the various subjects of which Ma-
sonry treats, would transcend the powers of the
brightest genius: still, however, nearer approaches
to perfection may be made; and the man of wis-
dom will not check the progress of his abilities,
though the task he attempts may at first seem
insurmountable. Perseverance and application will
remove each difficulty as it occurs; every step he
advances, new pleasures will open to his view, and
instruction of the noblestkind attend his researches.
In the diligent pursuit of knowledge, great disco-
veries are made ; and the intellectual faculties are
wisely employed in promoting the glory of God,
and the good of mankind.

SUCH IS THE TENDENCY OF ALL THE ILLUSTRA-
TIONS IN MAsoNRY. REVERENCE ForR THE DEITY,
AND GRATITUDE FOR THE BLEssiNGs oF HEAVEN,
ARE INCULCATED IN EVERY Deerer. This is
the plan of our system, and the result of our
inquiries.

The First Degree being intended to enforce the
duties of morality, and imprint on the memory the
noblest principles which can adorn the human
mind ; the Second Degree extends the plan, and
comprehends a more diffusive system of know-
ledge. Practice and theory are united, to qualify
the industrious Mason to share the pleasures which
an advancement in the art necessarily affords.
Listening with attention to the opinions of expe-
rienced men on important subjects, the mind of
the Craftsman is gradually familiarized to useful
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instruction, and he is soon enabled to investigate
truths of the utmost eoncern in the general trans-
actions of life.

From this system proceeds a rational amuse-
ment. While the mental powers are fully em-
ployed, the judgment is properly exercised: a
spirit of emulation prevails; and every brother
vies, who shall most excel in promoting the
design of the Institution.

The First Section.—The First Section of the
Second Degree elucidates the mode of introdue-
tion into this class; and instructs the diligent
craftsman how to proceed in the proper arrange-
ment of the ceremonies which are used on that
occasion. It enables him to judge of the import-
ance of those rites, and convinces him of the
necessity of adhering to all the established usages
of the Order. Here he is intrusted with particu-
lar tests, to prove his title to the privileges of this
degree; and satisfactory reasons are given for
their origin. The duties which cement, in the
firmest union, well-informed brethren, are illus-
trated ; and an opportunity is given to make such
advances in the art as will always distinguish the
talents of able craftsmen.

Besides the ceremony of initiation in the Second
Degree, this section contains many important par-
ticulars, with which no officer of the lodge should
be unacquainted.

Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree. "

BrorHER,
Being advanced to the Second Degree of the

* The sentences inclosed in brackets [ ] may be occasicnally
omitted. I have let this and the Charge in the Third Degree
remain, not knowing how to alter them to suit the present time.
They can scarcely be improved. :

]
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Order, we congratulate you on your preferment.
[The internal, and not the external, qualifications
of a man, are what Masonry regards. As you
increase in knowledge, you will consequently
improve in social intercourse.

It is unnecessaryto recapitulate the duties which,
as a Mason, your are now bound to discharge; or
enlarge on the necessity of a strict adherence to
them ; as your own experience must have esta-
blished their value. It may be sufficient to
observe, that] Your past behaviour and regular
deportment have merited the honour which we
have conferred; and in your new character, it is
expected that you will not only conform to the
principles of the Order, but steadily persevere in
the practice of every virtue.

The study of the liberal. arts [that valuable
branch of education, which tends so effectually to
polish and adorn the mind] is earnestly recom-
mended to your consideration; especially the
science of Geometry, which is established as the
basis of our Art. [Geometry, or Masoury, origi-
nally synonymous terms, is of a divine and moral
nature, and enriched with the most useful know-
ledge: whilst it proves the wonderful properties of
nature, it demonstrates the more important truths
of morality.]

As the solemnity of our ceremonies requires
a serious deportment, you are to be particularly
attentive to your behaviour in our regular assem-
blies; you are to preserve our ancient usages
and customs sacred and inviolable; and induce
others, by your example, to hold them in due
veneration.

The laws and regulations of the Order you are
strenuously to support and maintain. You are not
to palliate, or aggravate, the offences of your
brethren : but, in the decision of every trespass
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against our rules, judge with candour, admonish
with friendship, and reprehend with merey.

As a Craftsman, in our private assemblies you
may offer your sentiments and opinions on such
subjects as are regularly introduced in the Lecture,
under the superintendence of an experienced
Master, who will guard the landmarks against
encroachment. By this privilege you may im-
prove your intellectual powers; qualify yourself
to become a useful member of society; and, like
a skilful Brother, strive to excel in what is good
and great."

[All regular signs and summonses, given and
received, you are duly to honour, and punctually
obey ; inasmuch as they consist with our professed
principles. You are to encourage industry and
reward merit; supply the wants and relieve the
necessities of brethren and fellows, to the utmost
of your power and ability; and on no account
to wrong them, or see them wronged, but timely
to apprise them of approaching danger, and view
their interest as inseparable from your own.

Such is the nature of your engagements as a
Craftsman ; and these duties you are now bound,
by the most sacred ties, to observe.]

The Second Section.—The Second Section of
this Degree presents an ample field for the man of
genius to perambulate. It cursorily specifies the
particular classes of the Order, and explains the
requisite qualifications for preferment in each. In
the explanation of our usages, many remarks are
introduced, which are equally useful to the expe-
rienced artist and the sage moralist. The various
operations of the mind are demonstrated, as far

v This and the following paragraph are to be omitted, if pre-
viously used in the course of the ceremony.
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as they will admit of elucidation, and a fund of
extensive science is explored throughout. Here
we find employment for leisure hours; trace
science from its original source ; and, by drawing
the attention to the sum of perfection, contem-
plate with admiration the wonderful works of the
Creator. Geometry is displayed, with all its
powers and properties; and in the disquisition of
this science, the mind is filled with rapture and
delight. Such is the latitude of this section, that
the most judicious may fail in an attempt to ex-
plain it ; the rational powers being exerted to their
utmost stretch in illustrating the beauties of
nature, and demonstrating the more important
truths of morality. ,

As the Orders of Architecture come under con-
sideration in this section, the following brief de-
scription of them may not be improper :—

By order, in architecture, is meant a system
of the members, proportions, and ornaments of
columns and pilasters; or, it is a regular arrange-
ment of the projecting parts of a building, which,
united with those of a column, form a beautiful,
perfect, and complete whole. Order in architec-
ture may be traced from the first formation of
society. When the rigour of seasons obliged men
to contrive shelter from the inclemency of the
weather, we learn that they first planted trees on
end, and then laid others across, to support a
covering. The bands which connected those trees
at top and bottom, are said to have suggested the
idea of the base and capital of pillars; and from
this simple hint originally proceeded the more
improved art of architecture.

The five orders are thus classed: the Tuscan,
Doric, Tonic, Corinthian, and Composite.

The Tuscan is the most simple and solid of the
five orders.” It was invented in Tuscany, whence
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it derives its name. Its column is seven diameters
high ; and its capital, base, and entablature, have
but few mouldings. The simplicity of the con-
struction of this column renders it eligible where
solidity is the chief object, and where ornament
would be superfluous.

The Doric order, which is plain and natural,
is the most ancient, and was invented by the
Greeks. Its column is eight diameters high, and
it has seldom any ornaments on base or capital,
except mouldings; though the frieze is distin-
guished by triglyphs and metopes, and the tri-
glyphs compose the ornaments of the frieze. The
solid composition of this order gives it a preference
in structures where strength and a noble but rough
simplicity are chiefly required.”

The fonic bears a kind of mean proportion be-
tween the more solid and delicate orders. = Its
colemn is nine diameters high; its capital is
adorned with volutes, and its cornice has dentiles.
There is both delicacy and ingenuity displayed in
this pillar; the invention of which is attributed to
the Ioniaus, as the famous temple of Diana at
Ephesus was of this order. It is said to have been
formed after the model of an agreeable young
woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in her hair ;
as a contrast to the Doric order, which was formed
after that of a strong robust man.

The Corinthian, the richest of the five orders, is
deemed a masterpiece of art, and was invented at

¥ The Doric is the best-proportioned of all the orders. The
several parts of which it is compesed are founded on the
natural position of solid bodies. In its first invention it was
more simple than in its present state, In after times, when it
began to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric ; for when it
was constructed in its primitive and simple form the name of
Tuscan was conferred on it. Hence the Tuscan precedesthe Doric
in rank, on account of the resemblance to that pillar in its ori-
ginal state,
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Corinth by Callimachus. TIts column is ten diame-
ters high, and its capital is adorned with two rows
of leaves and eight volutes, which sustain the
abacus. The frieze is ornamented with curious
devices, and the cornice with denticles and modil-
lions. This order is used in stately and superb
structures.”

The Composite is compounded of the other
orders, and was contrived by the Romans. Its
capital has the two rows of leaves of the Corinthian,
and the volutes of the Tonic. Ttscolumn has the
quarter-round as the Tuscan and Doric orders, is
ten diameters high, and its cornice has denticles or
simple modillions. This pillar is generally found
in buildings where strength, elegance, and beauty,
are united.

These observations are intended to induce the
industrious craftsman to pursue his researches into
the rise and progress of architecture, by consulting
the works of the best writers on the subject.

% Callimachus is said to have taken the hint of the capital of
this pillar from the following remarkable circumstance :—Acci-
dentally passing by the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a
basket of toys covered with a tile placed over an acanthus root ;
having been left there by her nurse. As the branches grew up,
they encompassed the basket, till, arriving at the tile, they met
with an obstruction, and bent downwards. Calhmachus struck
with the object, set about imitating the figure ; the vase of the
capital he made to represent the basket; the abacus the tile;
and the volutes, the bending leaves. :

x The original orders of architecture were no more than
three—the Doric, Tonic, and Corinthian. To these the Romang
added two—the Tuscan, which they made plainer than the
Doric ; and the Composite, which was more ornamental, if not
morc beautiful than the Corinthian. The first three orders
alone show invention and particular character, and essentially
differ from each other ; the two others have nothing bnt what
is borrowed, and differ only accidentally ; the Tuscan is the
Doric in its earliest state ; and the Composite is the Corinthian
enriched with the Ionic. To the Greeks, and not to the Ro-
mans, we are indebted for what is great, judicious, and distinet,
in architecture.
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From this theme we proceed to illustrate the
moral advantages of Geometry.

Geometry is the first and noblest of sciences,
and the basis on which the superstructure of Free-
masonry is erected.

The contemplation of this seience in a moral
and comprehensive view fills the mind with rap-
ture. To the true Geometrician, the regions of
matter with which he is surrounded afford ample
scope for his admiration, while they open a sublime
field for his inquiry and disquisition. Every blade
of grass which covers the field, every flower that
blows, and every insect which wings its way in the
bounds of expanded space, proves the existence of
a First Cause, and yields pleasure to the intelli-
gent mind.

The symmetry, beauty, and order displayed in
the various parts of animate and inanimate creation
are pleasing and delightful themes, and naturally
lead to the source whence the whole is derived.
When we bring within the focus of the eye the
variegated carpet of the terrestrial creation, and
survey the progress of the vegetative system, our
admiration is justly excited. Every plant that
grows, every flower that displays its beauties or
breathes its sweets, affords instruction and delight.
When we extend our views to the animal creation,
and contemplate the varied clothing of every
species, we are equally struck with astonishment !
and when we trace the lines of Geometry drawn
by the Divine pencil in the beautiful plumage of
the feathered tribe, how exalted is our conception
of the heavenly work! The admirable structure
of plants and animals, and the infinite number of
fibres and vessels which run through the whole,
with the apt disposition of one part to another, is a
perpetual subject of study to the true Geome-
trician ; who, while he adverts to the changes which
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all undergo in their progress to maturity, is lost in
rapture and veneration of the Great Cause that
produced the whole, and which continues to govern
the system.

‘When he descends into the bowels of the earth,
and explores the kingdom of ores, minerals, and
fossils, he finds the same instances of Divine wis-
dom and goodness displayed in their formation and
structure ; every gem and every pebble proclaims
the handiwork of an Almighty Creator!

When he surveys the watery element, and
directs his attention to the wonders of the deep,
with all the inhabitants of the mighty ocean, he
perceives emblems of the same Supreme Intelli-
gence. The scales of the largest whale, and the
pencilled shell of the most diminutive fish,
equally yield a theme for his contemplation, on
which he fondly dwells; while the symmetry of
their formation, and the delicacy of the tints,
evince to his discerning eye the Wisdom of the
.Divine Artist.

When be exalts his view to the more noble and
elevated parts of nature, and surveys the celestial
orbs, how much greater is his astonishment ! If]
on the principles of Geometry and true philosophy,
he contemplates the sun, the moon, the stars, and
the whole concave of heaven, his pride is humbled,
and he is lost in awful admiration, The immense
magnitude of those bodies, the regularity and
rapidity of their motions, and the vast extent of
space through which they move, are equally
inconceivable : and, as far as they exceed human
comprehension, baffie his most daring ambition,
till, lost in the immensity of the theme, he sinks
into his primitive insignificance.

By Geometry, then, we curiously trace Nature,
through her various windings, to her most con-
cealed recesses. By it we discover the power, the
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wisdom, and the goodness of the Great Artificer
of the Universe, and view with delight the propor-
tions which conuect this vast machine. By it we
discover how the planets move in their different
orbits, and demonstrate their various revolutions.
By it we account for the return of seasons, and the
variety of scenes, which each season displays to the
discerning eye. Numberless worlds are around us,
all framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll
through the vast expanse, and are all conducted by
the same unerring law.

A survey of Nature, and the observation of her
beautiful proportions, first determined man to imi-
tate the Divine plan, and study symmetry and
order. This gave rise to societies, and birth to
every useful art. The architect began to design ;
and the plans which he laid down, improved by
experience and time, produced works which have
been the admiration of every age.

The Third Section.—The Third Section of this
Degree has reference to the origin of the institu-
tion, and views Masonry under two denominations,
Operative and Speculative. These are separately
eonsidered, and the principles on which both are
founded are particularly explained. Their affinity
is pointed out' by allegorical figures and typical
representations. Here the rise of our government,
or division into elasses, is examined; the dispo-
sition of our rualers, supreme and subordinate, is
traced ; and reasons are assigned for the establish-
ment of several of our present practices. The
progress made in architecture, particularly in the
reign of Solomon, is remarked; the number of
artistsY who were employed in building the Temple

v I copy from “ Anderson’s Book of Conshtuhlms,” the num-
bers and classes of all the Craftsmen who were employed about
this work : —
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of Jerusalem, with their privileges, are specified ;
the stipulated period for rewarding merit is fixed,
and the inimitable moral to:which' that circum-
stance alludesis explained; the ereation’ of the
world is described, and ‘many particulars are
recited, which have been carefully preserved among
Masons, and transmitted from one'age to another
by oral tradition.. In short, this section contains
a store of valuable knowledge, founded on reason
and sacred record, both entertaining ‘and instruc:
tive, and is well calculated to enforce the venera-
tion due to antiquity.?

Harodim, princes, rulers, or provosts.. . ........ouss 300
Menatzchim, expert Master Masons ....c.ceeeeevres 3,300
Ghiblim, stone-squarers and sculptors y
T3k Chotath, met of Bewing. .., .. .. vt S } 80,000
Benai, layers or builders ........ ..

The levy out of Israel, appointed to work in Lebanon
one month in three, 10,000 every month, under the
direction of the noble Adoniram, who was the Junior
Grand Warden .....ocvvonennnns 3. 4 alqees il 30,000

All the Freemasons employed in the work of the Temple
exclusive of the two Grand Wardens .............. 118,600

Besides the Ish Shabbal, or men of burden, the remains of the
old Canaanites, amounting to 70,000, who are not numbered
among Masons. ' Solomon distributed the fellow crafts into
separate lodges, with a master and wardens in each, that they
might receive commands in a regular manner, might take care
of their tools and jewels, might be regularly paid every week,
&c. ; and the fellow crafts took care of their succession by edu-
cating entered apprentices,—EDITOR.

z We can afford but little assistance, by writing, to the indus-
trious Mason in this Section, as it can only be acquired by oral
communication : for an explanation, however, of the connection
between Operative and .Speculative Masonry, we refer him to
the Fourth Section of book i, page 8. "

The following Invocation of Solomon, at the Dedication of the
Temple of Jerusalem, particularly claims our attention.in this
Section :— ;

INVOCATION,

And Solomon s.tood before the altar of the Lord, in the pre-
D
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The Fourth Section.—The Fourth and last Sec-
tion of this Degree is no less replete with useful
instruction. = Cireumstances of real importance to
the Fraternity are here particularized, and many
traditional tenets and customs confirmed by sacred
and profane record. The celestial and terrestrial
globes arc considered with aecuracy ; and herethe
accomphshed gentleman may display his talents
to advantage in the elncidation of the sciences,
which are classed in a regular arrangement. The
stimulus to preferment, and the mode of reward-
ing merit are pointed out; the marks of distinc-

sence of all the congregration of Israel, and spread forth his
hands ; saying, '

O Lord Ged, there is no god like unto theo, in heaven
above, or in the earth beneath ; who keepest covenant, and
shewest mercy unto thy servants, who walk before thee with all
their hearts,

Let thy word be verified, which theu hast spoken wunto
David my father.

Let all the people of the -earth know that the Lord is God ;
and that thero is none else.

Let all the people of the earth know thy name and fear thee,

Let all the people of the earth know, that I have built this
house, and consecrated it to thy name.

But will God indeed dwell upon the earth? Behold, the
heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee ; how much
less this house, which I have built

Yet, have respect unto my prayer, and to my supplication,
and hearken unto my cry :

May thine eyes be open towards this house, by day and by
night ; even toward the place of which thou hast said, My name
shall be there ! ’

And when thy servant, and thy people Israel, shall pray to-
wards this honse, hearken to.their supplication ; hear thou
them in heaven, thy dwelling-place ; and when thou hearest,
forgive | 4

And the Lord answered, and said, I have hallowed the house
which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and
mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.

And all the people answered'and said, The Lord is gracious,
and his mercy endureth for ever. ‘

In foreign Masonry this circumstance constitutes the essence
of the degree of most excellent Master,—EDIToR,
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tion which were conferred on our ancient Bre-
thren, as the reward of excellence, are éxplained ¢
and the duties as well as privileges of the first
branch of their male offspring deéfined. In short,
this Section contains some curious observations on
the validity of our forms, and concludes with the
most powerful incentives to the practice of piety
and virtue.

~ As the several liberal Artsand Sciences are illus«
trated in this Section, it may not be improper to
give a short explanation of them:

Grammar teaches the proper ‘arrangement of

words, according to the idiom or ‘dialect of any
particular people ; and enables' us to speak or
write a language with accuracy, agreeably to rea-
son and correct usage.
" Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously ‘and
fluently on any subject, not merely with propriety,
but with all the advantages of force and elegance;
wisely contriving to captivate the hearer by
strength of argument and beauty of expression,
whether it be to entreat or exhort to admonish or
applaud.

Logic teaches us to gulde our reason dis~
crectly in the general knowledge of things, and
direct our inquiries after truth. It consists of a
regular train of argument, whence we infer,
deduce, and conclude, according to ‘certain
premises laid down, admltted or granted and
m it are employed -the faculties of  conceiv-
ing, judging, reasoning, and disposing; which
are naturallv led on from ‘one gradation to
another, till the point in question is finally de-
termined.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of
numbers; which is variously effected by letters,
tables, figures, and instruments. By this art rea-

sons and “demonstrations are given for finding out
D2
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any certain number, whose relation or affinity to
others is already known.

Geomelry treats of the powers and properties of
magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, and
thlckness, are considered.® By this science, the
architect is enabled to construct his plans; the
general, to arrange his soldiers; the engineer, to
mark out ground for encampments; the geogra-
pher, to give us the dimensions of the world, deli-
neate the extent of seas, and specify the divisions
of empires, kingdoms, and provinces; and by it,
also, the astronomer is enabled to make his obser-
vations, and fix the durations of times and seasons,
vears and cycles. In short, Geometry is the
foundation of architecture, and the root of the
mathematics.

Music teaches the art of forming concords, so
as to compose delightful harmony, by a propor-
tional 'uranrrement of acute, grave, and mixed
sounds. This art, by a series of experiments, is
reduced to a science, with respect to tones and
the intervals of sound only. It inquires into the
nature of concords and discords, and enables
us to find out the proportion between them by
numbers,

Astronomy is that art by which we are taught
to read the wonderful works of the Almighty
Creator in those sacred pages, the -celestial
hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy, we observe
the motions, measure the distances, comprehend
the magnitudes, and calculate the periods and
eclipses, of the heavenly bodies. By it we learn

3 Thus the progression is, from a point to a line, from a line
to a superfice, and from a superfice to a solid. A point has no
dimensions, but is an indivisible part of space. A lineis the
continuation of a point, embracing only the single capacity of
length. A superfice has two dimmensions,—length and breadth ;
and a solid has three dlmensmns,—len gth, breadth, and thickness.
—EDITOR.
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the use of the globes,” the system of the world,
and the primary law of nature. While we are
employed in the study of this science, we perceive
unparalleled instances of wisdom and goodness, and
through the whole of creation trace the glorious
Author by his works.® :

"~ Thus end the different Sections of the Second
Lecture ; which, with the ceremony used at open-
ing and closing the Lodge, comprehend the whole
of the Second Degree of Masonry. Besides a
complete theory of philosophy and physics, this
Lecture contains a regular system of Science,

b The doctrine of the spheres, which is included in the
science of Astronomy, is also particularly considered in this
Section.

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, on the convex
surface of which are represented the countries, seas, and various
parts of the earth ; the face of the heavens, the planetary revo-
lutions, and other important particulars. The sphere, with the
parts of the earth delineated upon its surface, is called the ter-
restrial globe ; and that with the constellations and other
heavenly bodies, the celestial globe. Their principal use, be-
sides serving as maps to’ distinguish the outward parts of the
earth, and the situation of the fixed stars, is to illustrate and
explain the phenomena arising from the annual revolution,
and the diurnal rotation of the earth round its own axis. They
are the noblest instruments for giving the most distinet idea of
any. problem or proposition, as well as for enabling us to solve
it. Contemplating these bodies, Masons are inspired with a due
reverence for the Deity and his works ; and are induced to apply
with diligence and attention to astronomy, geography, naviga-
tion, and all the arts dependent on them, by which society has
been so much benefited. 2 ol

¢ The Lectures now in use add a fifth Section, which con-
tains an account of the ornaments of the M. C., amongst
which the Pythagorean triangle is particularly noticed, hecause
it formed an illustration of that philosopher's system, and
elucidated the relation between numerical and geometrical
symbols. It consists of ten points arranged in the form of an
equilateral triangle, divisible into nine similar triangles of
smaller dimensions. The Lectures contain a long dissertation
on this interesting subject. At my decease there will be found
amongst my papers a dissertation on the Pythagorean triangle,
in ten chapters.—EDITOR, »
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demonstrated on the clearest principles, and esta-
blished on the firmest foundations.! ‘
§ 5. Remarks on the Third Lecture,

In treating with propriety on any subject, 1t is
necessary to observe a regular course; in, the for-
mer Degrees we have recapitulated the contents of
the several Sections, and should willingly pursue
the same plan in this Degree, did not the variety
of particulars of which it is composed render it
impossible to give an abstract, without violating
the rules of the Order. It may be sufficient to
remark, that in twelve Sections, of which this
Lecture consists, every circumstance that respects
government and system, ancient lore and deep
research, curious invention and ingenious disco-
very, is collected, and accurately traced; while
the mode of practising our rites, on public as well
as private occasions, is satlsfactorlly cxplained.
Among the Brethren of this Degree, the land-
marks of the Order are preserved ; and from them
is derived that fund of information which expert
and ingenious Craftsmen only can afford, whose
Jud"ment has been matured by years and expe-
rience. To acomplete knowledge of this Lecture,
few attain; but it is an infallible truth, that he
who acquires by merit the mark of pre-eminence
to which this Degree entitles him, receives a re-
ward which amply compensates for all his past
diligence and assiduity,

From this elass of the Order, the rulers of the
Craft are selected ; as it is only from those who are
capable of giving instruction, that we can properly
expect to receive it with advantage. :

The First Section.—The ceremony of initiation

4 The observation at the conclusion of the E.A.P, Lecture
(p. 45) will also be applicable here.—EpITOR,
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into the Third Degree © is particularly specified in
this branch of the Lecture,”and many useful in-
structions are given,

Such is the importance of ‘this Section, that we
may safely aver, whoever is unacquainted with it,
is ill qualified to act as a ruler or governor:of the
work of’ Masonry

Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree.

O Lord, direct us to know and serve thee
aright | prosper our laudable undertakings! and
grant that, as we increase in knowledge, we may
improve in virtue, and still farther promote thy
honour and glory ! So mote it be.

Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.

BroruER,

Your zeal for the institution of Freemasonry,
the progress which you have made in'the art, and
your. conformity to the general regulations, ha,ve
pointed you out as a proper ‘object of our favour
and esteem.

Inthe character of a Master Mason, you are
henceforth authorized to correct the errors and
irregularities of Brethren and Fellows, and guard
them against a breach of fidelity. To improve the
morals and eorrect the manners of men in society,
must be your constant care. 'With this view, there-
fore, you are always to recommend to inferiors,
obedience and submission ; to equals, courtesy and
affability ; to superiors, kindness and condescen-
sion. .« Universal benevolence you are to incul-
cate; and, by the regularity of your own behaviour,

¢ OQur American brethren use an abundance of Seripture quo-
tations in thé opening and conduct of this degree, particularly
that sublime observation of King Solomon recorded in Eccle-
siastes, xii.1—7.—EDITOR.
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afford the best example for the conduct of others.
The ancient landmarks of the Order, which are
here intrusted to your care, you are to preserve
sacred and inviolable ; and never suffer an infringe-
ment of our rites, or a deviation from established
usage and custom. ,

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bind you t
be faithful to every trust; to support with becom-
ing dignity your new character; and to enforee, by
example and precept, the tenets of the system.
Let no motive, therefore, make you swerve from
your duty, violate your vows, or betray your trust;
but be true and faithful, and imitate the example
of that celebrated artist whom you have once re-
presented. By this exemplary conduct you will
convince the world, that merit has been your title
to our privileges; and that on you our favours
have not been undeservedly bestowed.

The Second Section.—The Second Section is an
introduction to the proceedings of the Chapter of
Master Masons, and illustrates several points which
are well known to experienced Craftsmen.. It in-
vestigates, in the ceremony of opening the Chapter,
some important circumstances in the two preceding
Degrees.

The Third Section.—The Third Section com-
mences the historical traditions of the Order;
which rare chiefly collected from sacred record,
and other authentic documents.

The Fourth Section.—The Fourth Section far-
ther illustrates the historical traditions of the
Order, and presents to view a finished picture of
the utmost consequence to the Fraternity.

" The Fifth Section.—The Fifth Section continues
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the explanation of the historical traditions of the
Order.

The Sixth Section.—The Sixth Section con-
cludes the historieal traditions of the Order.

The Seventh Section.— The Seventh Section
illustrates the hieroglyphical emblems® restricted
to the Third Degree, and inculcates many useful
lessons, which are intended to extend knowledge
and promote virtue.

The following Sections apply to the Tnstalled
Master :—

The Eighth Section.—The Eighth Section treats
of the government of the Fraternity, and the dis-
position of our rulers, supreme and subordinate.
It 1s generally rehearsed at installations.

The Ninth Section.*—The Ninth Section recites
the qualifications of our rulers; and illustrates
the ceremony of installation in the Grand Lodge,
as well as in the private assemblies of Masons.

The Tenth Section.—The Tenth Section com-
prehends the ceremonies of constitution and con-
secration, and a variety of particulars explanatory
of those ceremonies.

f Amongst these hieroglyphics we find the Pot of Incense as
an emblem of a pure heart; the Bee-hive, as a symbol of indus-
try ; the Hour-glass to point out the rapidity of time, and the
Scythe to convince us of the. uncertainity of human life ; the
Anchor and Ark, to invigorate us with kopes of future reward ;
the Sword, of retributive justice ; the All-secing Eye ; the Three
Steps, of Youth, Manhood, and Old Age, &c. &c.. Vide *‘ Star in
the East,” by the Editor, p. 134.—EDITOR.

¢ For many particulars to which this and the two following
Sections relate, see the Ceremonies of Constitution, Consecra-
tion, Installation, &c., annexed to these remarks; and also the
Book of the Lodge, passiimn.
D3
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The Lleventh Section.—The Eleventh Section
illustrates the ceremonies used at laying the foun-
dation-stones of churches, chapels, palaces, hos-
pitals, &ec. ; also the cerémonies observed at the
Dedication of the Lodge, and at the Interment of
Master Masons. :

The Twelfth Section.—The Twelfth Section con-
tains a recapitulation of the essential points of the
Lectures in all the Dcgrees, and corroborates the
whole by infallible testimony. .

Having thus given a general summary of the
Lectures restricted to the three degrees of the
Order, " and made such remarks on each Degree as
might illustrate the subjects treated, little more
can be wanted to encourage the zcalous Mason to
persevere in his researches. He who has traced
the Art in a regular progress from the commence-
ment of the First to the conclusion of the Third
Degree, according to the plan here laid down, must
have amassed an ample store of knowledge, and
will reflect with pleasure on the good effects of his
past diligence and attention. By applying the
improvements he has made to the general advan-
tage of society, he will secure to himself the
approbation of all good men, and the veneration of
Masons,

§ 6. OfF the Ancient Ceremonies of the Order.

We shall now proceed to illustrate the Ancient
Ceremonies of the Order, particularly those ob-

% T have before me a list of 1,000 degrees which are practised
in various parts of the world. All beyond the Royal Arch,
however, ought to be carefully separated from genuine Masonry,
as they are mostly founded on vague and uncertain traditions,
which possess little authority to recommend them to our notice.
—EDITOR.
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served at the Constitution and Consecration of the
Lodge, and at the Installation of Ofﬁcers,\vlth the
usual charges delivered on those ‘occasions. We
shall likewise annex an explanation of the Cere-
monijes used at laying the Foundation-stones of
Public Structures, at the Dedication of Public
Halls, and at Funerals; and close this part of the
treatise with the Funeral Service.

The Manner of constituting the Lodge, including
the Ceremony of Consecration, §c.

Any number of regularly registered Masons,
not under seven, resolved to form the new Lodge,
must apply, by petition to the Grand Master.!

The petition must be recommended by the
officers of some regular Lodge, and be transmitted
to the Grand Secretary; unless there be a pro-
vincial Grand Master of the district or province
in. which the Lodge is proposed to be holden; in
which case, it is to be sent to him, or to his deputy,
who is to forward it, with his recommendation or
opinion thereon, to the Grand Master. . If the
prayer of the petition * be granted, the provincial

! The mode of applying by petition to the Grand Master for
a warrant to meet as a regular Lodge, commenced ouly in the
year 1718 ; previous to which time, Lodges were empowered
by inherent privileges vested in the Fraternlty at large; to meet
and act occasionally under the direction of some able archltect
and the acting magistrate of the county; and the proceedmgs
of those meetings, being approved by the ma_]omty of the
Brethren convened at another Lodge assembled in the same
district, were deemed .constitutional. By such an inherent
authonty the Lodge of Antiquity in London now acts ; having no
warrant from the Grand Lodge ; but an authority traced from
time immemorial, which has been long and universally admltted
and acknowledoed by the whole Fraternity.

k The following is the form of the Petition :—

“To the M.W. the Grand Master of the United Fraternity
of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of England :
We, the undersigned, being regularly registered Masons of
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Grand Master may issue a dispensation, author-
izing the Brethren to mect as a Lodge, until a
warrant of constitution shall be sighed by the
Grand Master.

In consequence of this dispensation, the Lodge is
formed at the place specified ; and its transactions,
being properly recorded, are valid for the time
being, provided they are afterwards approved by
the Brethren convened at the time of Constitution.

Wihen the Grand Master is thoroughly satisfied
of the truth of the allegation set forth in the peti-
tion, and has signified his approbatiou of the new
Lodge, he appoints a day and hour for constitut-
ing [and consecrating'] it ; and for installing the
Master; Wardens, and Officers.

the Lodges mentioned against our respective names, having the
prosperity of the Craft at heart, are anxious to exert our best
endeavours to promote and diffuse the genuine principles of the
art : and, for the convenience of our respective dwellings, and
other good reasons, we are desirous of forming a new Lodge, to

be named In consequence of this desire, we
pray for a warraut of constitution, empowering us to meet as a
regular Lodge, at on the of every

month ; and there to discharge the duties of Masonry, in a con-
stitutional manner, according to the forms of the Order, and the
laws of the Grand Lodge ; and we have nominated, and do re-
commend, brother A. B. to be the first Master ; brother C, D.
to be the first Senior Warden ; and brother E. F. to be the first
Junior Warden of the said Lodge. )

The prayer of this petition being granted, we promise strict
obedience to the commands of the Grand Master, and the laws
and regulations of the Graund Lodge.”

This petition, being signed by at least seven regular Masons,
and recommended by the Masters of three regular Lodges
adjacent to the place where the new Lodge is to be formed, is
delivered to the Grand Secretary, who, on presenting it to the
Grand Master, or in his absence to the Deputy, and its being
approved, is ordered to grant a dispensation, authorizing the
brethren specified in the petition to assemble as Masons in open
Lodge for forty days, and practise the rites of the Order, until
sugh"ti:lue as a constitution can be obtained, or that guthority
recalled.

! This is frequently omitted,
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If the Grand Master in person attend the cere-
mony, the Lodge is said to be constituted IN AMPLE
¥orM : if the Deputy Grand Master acts as Grand
Master, it is said to be constituted IN DUE FORM ;
and if the power of performing the ceremony be
vested in the Master of a private Lodge, it is said
to be constituted IN FoRrM.

Ceremony of Constitution.

On the day and hour appointed, the Grand
Master and his Officers, or the Master and Offi-
cers of any private Lodge authorized by the Grand
Master for that purpose, meet in a convenient
room, and, when properly clothed, walk in pro.
cession to the lodge-room, where, the usual cere-
monies being observed, the Lodge is opened by
the Grand Master, or Master in the chair, in all
the Degrees of the Order. After a short prayer,
an ode in honour of Masonry is sung. The Grand
Master, or Master in the chair, is informed by the
Grand Secretary, or his locum tenens, *“ That the
Brethren then present [naming them], being duly
instructed in the mysteries of the Art, desire to
be formed into a new Lodge, under the Grand
Master’s patronage ; that a dispensation has been
granted to them for the purpose; and that by
virtue of this authority they had assembled as
regular Masons, and duly recorded their proceed-
ings. The petition is read, as is also the dispen-
sation, and the warrant or charter of constitution,
which had been granted in consequence of it.
The minutes of the new Lodge, while under dis-
pensation, are likewise read, and, being approved,
are declared to be regular, valid, and constitutional.
The Grand Master, or Master in the chair, then
takes the warrant in his hand, and requests the
Brethren of the new Lodge publicly to signify
their approbation or disapprobation of the Officers
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who are nominated in the warrant to preside over
them. This being signified accordingly, an anthem
is sung, and an oration on the nature and design
of the Institution is delivered.

The ceremony of Consecration sueceeds ; which
is never to be used but when it is specially ordered.

Ceremony of Consecration.

The Grand Master and his Officers, accompa-
nied by some dignified clergyman, having taken
their stations, and the Lodge, which is placed
in the centre, being covered with white satin,
the ceremony of Consecration commences. All
devoutly kneel, and the preparatory prayer is
rehearsed. The chaplain or orator produces his
authority,” and being properly assisted, proceeds
to consecrate.”  Solemn music is introduced while
the necessary preparations are making. The Lodge
being then uncovered, the first clause of the con-
seeration prayer is rehearsed, all devoutly kneel-
ing. The response being made, GLory To Gop oN
HIGH, incense is scattered over the Lodge, and the
grand honours are given. The Invocation is then
pronounced with the honours; after which the
consecration prayer is concluded, and the response
repeated as before, together with the honours.
The Lodge being again covered, all the Brethren
rise up, solemn music is resumed, a blessing is
given, and the response made as before, accom-
panied with the honours. An anthem is then
sung; and the Brethren of the new Lodge having
advanced according to rank, and offered homage
to the Grand Master, the ceremony of consecra-
tion ends.

™ The constitution roll.

" Corn, wine, and oil are the legitimate elements of consecra-
tion, : :

s
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The above ceremony being finished, the Grand
Master advances to the pedestal, and constitutes.
the new Lodge in the following form :—

“In the elevated character of Grand Master, to
which the suffrages of my brethren have raised
me, I invoke the Name of the Mostr Hien, to
whom' be glory and honour! May he be with
you at your beginning, strengthen you in the
principles of our royal Art, prosper you with all
success, and direct your zealous efforts to the good
of the Craft ! By the divine aid, I constitute and
form you, my good Brethren, Masters and Fel-
lows, into a regular Lodge of Frce and Accepted
Masons ; and henceforth empower you to act im
conformity to the rites of our venerable Order,
and the charges of our ancient Fraternity.- May
God be with you!’’ Amen.

Flourish with drums and trumpets.

The ‘grand honours are then given, and the
ceremony of Installation succeeds.

Ceremony of Installation.

The Grand Master ° asks his deputy, “ Whether
he has examined the Master nomiuated in the
warrant, and finds him well skilled in the noble
science and royal Art?” The Deputy, having
answered in the affirmative,? by the Grand Mas-
ter’s order takes the candidate from among his
fellows, and presents him at the pedestal; saying,
¢ Most worshipful Grand Master, [or worshipful
Master, as it happens,] I present my worthy bro-
ther A.B. to be installed Master of the Liodge. . I

° In this and similar instances where the Grand Master is
specified as acting, may be understood any Master of the Lodge
who performs the ceremony.

P A private examination is always understood to precede the
installation of every officer.
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find him to be of good morals, of great skill, true
and trusty, and a lover of the whole Fraternity,
wheresoever dispersed over the face of the earth;
I doubt not, therefore, that he will discharge the
duties of the office with fidelity.”

The Grand Master then orders a summary of
the ancient charges? to be read by the Grand

9 As the curious reader may wish to know the ancient charges
that were used on this occasion, we shall here insert them verba-
tim, as they are contained in a MS. in the possession of the
Lodge of Antiquity in London, written in the reign of James
the Second.

“ % x * X ¥ And furthermore; at diverse assemblies have

been put and ordained diverse crafties, by the best advise of
magistrates and fellows, Tunc unus ex senioribus tenet librum, et
lli ponent manwm suam swuper librum.

¢ Every man that is a Mason take good heed to these charges
(wee pray), that if any man find himselfe guilty of any of these
charges that he may amend himselfe, or principally for dread of
God : you that be charged, take good heed that you keepe all
these charges well; for it is a great evil for a man to forswear
himselfe upon a book. :

“The first charge is, That yee shall be true men to God and
the holy Church, and to use no error or heresie by your under-
standing and by wise men’s teaching. Allso,

“ Secondly, That yee shall be true liege men to the King of
England, without treason or any falsehood, and that yee know
no treason or treachery, but yee shall give knowledge thereof
to the King, or to his counsell ; also yee shall be true one to
another (that is to say), every Mason of the craft that is Mason
allowed, yee shall doe to him as yee would be done unto your-
selfe. .

“Thirdly, And yee shall keepe truely all the counsell that
ought to be kept in the way of Masonhood, and all the counsell of
the Lodge or of the chamber.—Allso, that yee shall be no thiefe,
nor thieves to your knowledge free: that yee shall be true to
the king, lord, or master that yee serve, and truely to see and
worke for his advantage.

*“ Fourthly, Yee shall call all Masons your fellows, or your
brethren, and no other names.

“Fifthly, Yee shall not take your fellow’s wife in villany,
n};).r deflower his daughter or servant, nor put him to no diswor-
ship.

_ ““Sixtly, You shall truely pay for your meat or drinke where-
soever yee goe, to table or bord. Allso, ye shall doe no villany
there, whereby the craft or science may be slandered.
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Secretary [or acting Secretary] to the Master
elect.

““ These be the charges general to every true Mason, both
Masters and Fellows. ;

« Now will I rehearse other charges single for Masons allowed
or accepted. ’ (

“ First, That no Mason take on him no lord’s worke, nor any
other man’s, unless he know himselfe well able to perform the
worke, so that the craft have no slander.

¢ Secondly, Allso, that no master take worke, but that he
take reasonable pay for itt; so that the lord may be truely
served, and the master to live honestly, and to pay his fellows
truely. And that no master or fellow supplant others of their
worke ; (that is to say) that if he hath taken a worke, or else
stand master of any worke, that he shall not put him out, unless
he be unable of cunning to make an end of his worke. And no
master nor fellow shall take no apprentice for less than seaven
years, And that the apprintice be free born, and of limbs
whole as a man ought to be, and no bastard. And'that no
master or fellow take no allowance to be made a Mason without
the assent of his fellows, at the least six or seaven.

¢ Thirdly, That he that be made be able in all degrees ; that
is, free-born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and
that he have his right limbs as a man ought to bave.

“TFourthly, That a master take no apprentice without he
have ocupation to occupy two or three fellows at the least.

% Fiffly, That no master or fellow put away any lord’s worke
to taske that ought to be journey-worke. .

¢ Sixthly, That every master give pay to bis fellows and ser-
vants as they may deserve, soe that he be not defamed with false
workeing. And that none slander another behind his backe, to
make him loose his good name.

¢¢ Seaventhly, That no fellow in the house or abroad answear
another ungodly or reproveably without a cause.

¢ Kightly, That every master mason doe reverence his elder ;
and that a Mason be no common plaier at the cards, dice, or
hazard ; or at any other unlawful plaies, through the which the
science and craft may be dishonoured and slandered.

¢ Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by night, except
he have a fellow with him, who may bear him record that he
was in an honest place.

s Tenthly, That every master and fellow shall come to the
asseinblie, if itt be within fifty miles of him, if he have any warn-
ing. And if he have trespassed against the craft, to abide the
award of masters and fellows, .

‘¢ Eleventhbly, That every master mason and fellow that hath
trespassed against the craft shall stand to the correction of other
masters and fellows to make him accord ; and if they cannot
accord, to go to the comnon law.
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I. You agree to be a good man and true; and
strictly to obey the moral law.

II. You agree to be a peaceable subject, and
cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country in
which you reside.

III. You promise not to be concerned “in
plots or conspiracies agmnst government, but
patiently submit to the decisions of the supreme
legislature.

IV. You agree to pay a proper respect to the
civil maglstrate, to work diligeutly, live credxtably,
and act honourably by all men.

V. You agree to hold in veneration the original
rulers and patrons of the Order of Masonry, and
their regular successors, supreme and subordinate;
according to their stations; and to submit to the
award and resolutions of your Brethren in general
chapter convened, in every case consistent with the
constitutions of the Order.

VI. You agree to avoid private piques and
quarrels, and to guard against intemperance and
excess.

VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and
behaviour, courteous to your Brethren, and faithful
to the Lod«ve.

“ Twelfthly, That a master or fellow make not a mould- stone,
square, nor rule, to no lowen, nor let no lowen worke within
their Lodge, nor without, to mould stone.

“Thirteenthly, That every Mason receive and cherish strange
fellows when they come over the countrie, and set them on
worke, if they will worke, as the manner is: (that is to say) if
the Mason have any mould-stone in his place, he shall give him
a mould-stone, and sett him on worke ; and if he have none, the:
Mason shall refresh him with money unto the next Lodge.

« ¢ Fourteenthly, That every Mason shall truely serve his
master for his pay.

‘ Fifteenthly, That every master shall truely make aun end of
his worke, taske, or journey, whithersoe it be.

¢ These be all the chargesand covenants that ought to be read
at the installment of Master, or making of a Free-mason or Free-

masons, = The .Almighty God of Jacob who ever have you and
me in his keeping, bless us now and ever.  Amen.”
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.'VIIL. You promise to respect genuine Brethren,
and to discountenance impostors, and all dissenters
from the original plan of the Institution.

IX. You agree to promote the general good of
society, to cultivate the social virtues, and to pro-
pagate the knowledge of the Art of Masonry, as far
as your influence. and. ability extend.

On the Master eleet - signifying -his assent to
these Charges, the Secretary proceeds to read the
following Regulations :—

i % You admit that it is not in the power of any
man or body of men, to make innovations in the
body of Masonry.

I1.. You promise to pay homage to the Grand
Master for the time being, and to his officers, when
duly installed ; and strictly to conform to every
ediet of the Grand Lodge, or General Assembly of
Masons, that is not subversive of the pr1n01ples
and groundwork of Masonry.

III. You promise regularly to attend the com-
mittees and communications of the Grand Lodge,
on receiving proper notice ; and to pay obedience
to the duties of the Order on all convenient occa-
sions.

IV. You admit that no mnew Lodge can be
formed without permission of the Grand Master
or his Deputy; nor any countenance given to any
irregular .Lodge, or to any person clandestinely:
initiated therein. '

Y. You admit that no person can be initiated
into Masonry in, or admitted member of, the
regular Lodge, without previous notice, and due
inquiry into his character.

VI. You agree that no visitors™ shall be received

* At the Quarterly Communication, held at Freemasons’ Hall, -
on Wednesday, June 2nd, 1819, “ A Report from the Board
of General Purposes was re'u] in which it was stated, that a
complaint had been preferred agamst a lodge in London, for-
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into the Lodge without passing under due exami-
nation, and producing proper vouchers of a regular
initiation.

These are the Regulations of the Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons.

The Grand Master then addresses the Master
elect in the following manner :— Do you submit
to those Charges, and promise to support those
Regulations, as Masters have done in all ages
before you?”

Having signified his cordial submission, the
Grand Master thus salutes him :—

“ Brother A.B., in consequence of your cheerful
conformity to the Charges and Regulations of the
Order, I approve of you as Master of the Lodge;
not doubting of your care, skill, and capacity.”

The new Master is then conducted to an adja-
cent room, where he is regularly installed,® and
bound to his trust in ancient form, in the presence
of at least three installed Masters.

On his return to the Lodge, the new Master is
conducted by the [Grand] Stewards to the left hand
of the Grand Master, where he is invested with the

having refused admission to some brethren who were well known
to them, alleging that, as the Lodge was about to initiate a candi-
date, no visitor could be admitted until that ceremony was con-
cluded. The several parties having attended the Board, it
appeared that the Officers of the Lodge complained against, had
acted under an erroneous opinion of the General Laws, and not
from any intention to infringe them or the established custom
of the Craft, and they assured the Board of their anxiety at all
times to conform themselves to every Regulation of the Grand
Lodge, and that they should not again fall into a similar error.
‘Whereupon, the Board ResoLvep, That it is the undoubted
right of every Mason, who is well known, or properly vouched,
to visit any lodge during the time it is opened for general
Masonic Business, observing the proper forms to be attended to
on such occasions, and so that the Master may not be interrupted
in the performance of his duty.” —EDITOR.

* This part of the ceremony can only be orally communi-
cated ; nor can any but installed Masters be present.—EDIToR,
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badge of his office, and the warrant of constitution
is delivered over to him in form ; after which the
Sacred law, with the square and compasses, the
constitutions, the minute-book, the rule, gavel,
and chisel, the movable and immovable jewels, the
skirret, pencil, and compasses, and all the insignia
of his different Officers, are separately presented
to him, with suitable charges to each.®* He is then

t The same ceremony and charges attend every succeeding
installation.

For the accommodation of brethren whose distance from the
metropolis may deprive them of gaining the necessary instruc-
tion in this important rite, we shall here insert a few moral
observations on the instruments of Masonry, which are usually
presented to the Master of the lodge at installation.

The various implements of the profession, emblematical of
our conduct of life, are upon this occasion carefully enumerated.

‘“The Rule directs that we should punctually observe our
duty ; press forward in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining
to the right nor to the left, in all our actions have Eternity in
view.

*“The Chisel demonstrates the advantages of discipline and
education. The mind, like the diamond, in its original state,
is unpolished ; but as the effects of the chisel on the external
coat soon present to view the latent beauties of the diamond,
8o education discovers the latent virtues of the mind, and draws
them forth to range the large field of matter and space, in order
to display the summit of human knowledge, our duty to God
and to man,

“The Mallet teaches us to lop off excrescences, and smooth
surfaces ; or, in other words, to correct irregularities and re-
duce man to a proper level ; so that, by gniet deportment, he
may, in the school of discipline, learn to be content. What the
mallet is to the workman, enlightened reason is to the passions ;
it curbs ambition, depresses envy, moderates anger, and en-
courages good dispositions ; whence arises that comely order,

¢ Which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy,
The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy.’

“¢The Plumb admonishes to walk upright in our station, to
hold the scale of justice in equal poise, to observe the just
medium between iutémperance and pleasure, and to make our
passions and prejudices coincide with the line of our duty.

““The Level demonstrates that we are descended from the
same stock, partake of the same nature, and share the same
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chaired amid the acclamationsof the Brethren; after
which lie returns his beecoming acknowledgments
to the Grand Master, and the acting Officers, in
order. The members of the new Lodge then ad-
vance in procession, pay due homage to the new
Master,* and signify their subjection and obe-

hope ; and that, though distinctions among men are necessary
to preserve subordination, yet no eminence of station can make
us forget that we are brethren, and that he who is placed on
the lowest spoke of Fortune’s wheel may be entitled to our re-
gard ; because a time will come, and the wisest knows not how
goon, when all distinctions, but that of goodness, shall cease ;
and Death, the grand leveller of human greatness, reduce us
to the same state,

“The Square teaches us to regulate our actions by rule and
line, and to harmonize our conduct by the principles of morality
ind virtue;

. ““The Compasses teach us to limit our duty in every station ;
that, rising to eminence by merit, we may live reupected and
die regretted.

“ With the Pencil the skilful artist delineates the plan of the
intended building, for the instruction and guidance of the Fel-
low-crafts ; and teaches us that our words and actions are noted
down by the Almighty Architect, and for which he will make
us responsible.

“ The Skirret is an implement which acts on a centre pin, from
whence a line is struck to mark out the foundation ; and points
out to us the necessity of observing that undeviating line of con-
duct which is marked out in the First Great Light.”

In some rituals these illustrations are transferred to the Mark
Degree.— EDITOR.

v ¢ No brother shall continue in the office of Master for more
than two years in succession, unless by a dispensation, which
may be granted by the Grand Master, or the Provincial Grand
Master in cases of real necessity ; but he may be again elected
after he has been out of that office one year.” (CoNsT. Art. 4,
p- 78.) The operation of this law was expounded at a Quarterly
Communication, March §, 1817, when ‘A Report from the
Board of General Purposes was read, stating that a memorial had
been presented to the Board by two of the Past Masters of the
Lodge No. 82, representing that the said Lodge had, in Novem-
ber lagt, re-elected a brother to fill the chair as Master for the
current year who had been in that office during the years 1815
and 1816, and which re-election the memorialists considered
to be contrary to the law of the Grand Ledge, Article 4, p. 78, of
the Book of Constitutions. They, therefore, submitted that such re-
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dience by  the usual salutations in the three
Degrees.

This  ceremony being concluded, the new
Master enters immediately on the ‘duties of his
office, by appointing his wardens, who are sepa-
rately  conducted to the pedestal,’ presented to
the Grand Master, and installed ¥ by the Grand
Wardens ; after which he® proceeds to invest
them with their badges of office in the following
manner ;— '

“ Brother C. D., I appoint you Senior Warden
of the Lodge; and invest you with the ensign of
office.*  Your regular attendance on our stated
meetings is ‘essentially necessary ; as, in my ab=
sence, you are to rule the Lodge; and; in my
preseunce, to assist mein the government of it. T
firmly rely on your knowledge of the Art, and
attachment to the Lodge, for the faithful discharge
of the duties of the office.” :

“ Brother E. F., I appoint you Junior Warden
of the Lodge; and invest you with the badge of

election ought to be declared void, and the Lodge be directed to
proceed to the election of another Master. That the Board having
heard the arguments of the several parties, after much delibera-
tion, Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Board, the said election
was legal under the law above quotéd.  The Board, however, were
of opinion that the memorialists were prompted to present their
memorial by a desire only of obtaining a decision on so 'material
a question, and in regard to which a diversity of opinions had
prevailed in the Craft.”—FEDITOR.

* The Master and Wardens are installed as the representatives
of all the Master Masons who are absent,

¥ When the Grand Master and his officers attend to constitute
a new lodge, the D.G:M. usually invests the Master, the Grand
Wardens invest the Wardens, the Grand Treasurer and Grand
Secretary invest' the Treasurer and Secretary, and the Grand
Stewards the Stewards.

x Here specify its Moral excellence,
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office. To you I entrust the examination of visitors,
and the introduction of candidates. Your regular
and punctual attendance is particularly requested ;
and I have no doubt that you will faithfully ex-
ecute every duty which you owe to your present
appointment.”’ &

The new Master then addresses the Wardens
together: —

“ Brother Wardens, you are both too expert in
the principles of Masonry, to require much infor-
mation as to the duties of your respective offices :
suffice it to mention, that what you have seen
praiseworthy in others, it is expected you will
carefully imitate : and what in them may to you
have appeared defective, you will in yourseclves
amend. Good order and regularity you must
endeavour to promote; and, by a due regard to
the laws in your own conduet, enforce obedience
to them in the conduct of others, = Those
columns,¥ thie badges of your office, 1 entrust to
your care, not doubting your vigilance and atten-
tion.”

The Wardens retiring to their seats, the Trea-
surer * is next invested. The Secretary is then
called to the pedestal, and invested with the jewel
of his office; upon which the new Master thus
addresses him :—

“T appoint you, Brother G. H., Secretary of the
Lodge. It is your province to record the minutes,
and issue out the summonses for the regular
meetings. Your good inclinations to Masonry and
the Lodge will, no doubt, induce you to discharge
the duties of the office with fidelity; and by so

Y When the work of Masonry in the Lodge is carrying on, the
column of the Senior Warden is raised ; when the Lodge is at
refreshment, the column of the Junior Warden is raised.

* This officer is not appointed by the Master, but elected by
the Lodge.
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doing you will merit the esteem and applause of
your " brethren.”’

The Deacons® are then named, and invested ;
on which the Master addresses them as fol-
lows : —

¢ Brothers I. K. and L. M., T appoint you Dea-
cons of the Lodge. It is your province to attend
on the Master, and to assist the Wardens in the
active duties of the Lodge; such as the reception
of candidates into the different Degrees, and the
immediate practice of our rites.”

The next officer appointed is, the Inner Guard
whom the new Master addresses thus :—

¢ Brother N., I appoint you Inner Guard of the
Lodge. Your duty is, to admit Masons on proof,
to receive candidates in form, and to obey the
commands of the Junior Warden.”

The Stewards® are next called up, and invested ;
upon which the following charge is delivered to
them by the New Master \—

“ Brothers O. P. and Q. R., I appoint you the
Stewards of the Lodge. The duties of your office
are, to introduce visitors, and see that they are
properly accomrnodated ; to collect subscriptions
and other fees, and keep an exact account of the
Lodge expenses. Your regular and carly attend-
ance will afford the best proof of your zeal and
attachment.”

The new Master then appomts the Tyler, and
delivers over to him the instrument of his office,
with a short charge on the occasion ; after which
he addresses the members of the Lodfre as fol-
lows :—

2 The Deacons are the acting Deputies of the Wardens, and
representatives of all the absent Craftsmen.
b The Stewards are assistants to the Deacons, and the repre-
sentatives of all the absent Entered Apprentices.
E
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““ BRETHREN,

‘¢ Such is the nature of our constitution, that as
some must of necessity rule and teach, so others
must of course learn to submit and obey. IHumi-
lity in both is an essential duty. The Brethren
whom I have appointed to assist me in the govern-
ment of the Lodge, are too well acquainted with
the principles of Masonry, and the rules of good
manners, to extend the power with which they are
entrusted ; and you are too sensible of the pro-
priety of their appointment, and of too generous
dispositions, to envy their preferment. From the
knowledge I have of both Officers and Members,
I trust that we shall have but one aim—to please
each other, and unite in the great design of com-
municating happiness.”

The Grand Master gives the Brethren joy of
their Officers, recommends harmony, and expresses
a wish that the only contention in the Lodge may
be, a generous emulation to vie in cultivating the
royal Art aud the moral virtues. The Lodge then
joins in the general salute, and the newly-installed
Master returns thanks to the Grand Master for
the honour of the Constitution.

The Grand Secretary proclaims the new Lodge
three times, with the honours of Masonry and a
flourish of horns cach time ; after which the Grand
Master orders the Lodge to be registered in the
Grand Lodge books, and the Grand Secretary to
notify the same to the regular Lodges.

A song with a chorus, accompanied by the
musice, concludes the ceremony of Constitution,
and the Lodge is closed with the usual solemnities
in the three Degrees by the Grand Master and his
Officers; after which the procession is resumed,
and returns to the apartment whence it set out.

This is the usual ceremony at the Constitution
of a new Lodge, which the Grand Master may
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abridge, or extend, at pleasure; but the material
pomts arc on no account to be omitted.

The Ceremony observed at laying the Foundation-
Stones of Public Structures, &c., by the M. V.
Grand Master.

This ceremony is conducted by the Grand Master
and his officers, assisted by the Members of the
Grand Lodge only. No private Mason, or inferior
Officer of any Lodge, can be admitted to join in
the ceremony. Provincial Grand Masters are
authorized to execute this duty in their separate
provinces, when they are accompanied by their
officers, and the Master and Wardens of the
regular Lodges under their jurisdiction; but the
Chief Magistrate and civil officers of the place
where the building is to be erected must be invited
to attend on the occasion. The ceremony’is thus
conducted :—

The Grand Lodge having been opened at a
convenient place, and the necessary directions and
instructions given, it is adjourned. The Brethren,
being in their proper clothing and jewels, and
wearing white gloves, the procession moves in the
order prescribed in the Book of Constitutions.*

¢ These processions are conducted with much greater splen-
dour on the Continent ; although it is much to be doubted
whether an augmented degree of pomp be more consistent with
real dignity than the simple ceremonies which the wisdom of our
governors has prescribed and sauctioned by the efficacy of their
own example. The superior officers of foreign Lodges wear
splendid robes of silk and velvet, of the three pure colours,
decorated with gold and precious stones. I copy from a ritual
of Helvetian ceremonies in my possession, some other atiendant
circumstances, which are calculated to swell out the gorgeous
magnificence of a Masonic procession. ““The Great Master
walks under a purple, blue, and crimson canopy, with fine linen
and bells. The staves of his canopy are four or eight, which are
borne by Master-masons of the oldest Lodge present. On the

E 2
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Having arrived within a proper distance of the
spot, the procession halts, the Brethren open to
the right and left, so as to leave room for the
Grand Master to pass up the centre; he being
preceded by his Standard and Sword Bearer, the
Grand Officers and Brethren following in sucees-
sion from the rear, so as to invert the order of the
procession. The Grand Master having arrived at
his station, on a platform, an ode is sung or music
played (as previously arranged). The stone being
prepared, and the plate with the proper inserip-
tion, the upper part of the stone is raised by an
engine ; the Grand Chaplain repeats a prayer;
and the Grand Treasurer having, by the Grand
Master’s command, deposited on the plate various
coins of the present reign, the cement is laid on
the lower stone, and the upper one is laid down
slowly, solemn music playing. Being properly
placed, the Grand Master descends to the stone,
proves that it is properly adjusted, by the plumb-
rule, level, and square, which are successively
delivered to him by the Junior Grand Warden,
Senior Grand Warden, and Deputy Grand Master;
after which the Architect or Builder delivers to
him the mallet, with which the Grand Master
gives three knocks. The Grand Master then
delivers to the Architect or Builder the several
implements for his use. The plan and elevation of
the building are presented by the Grand Super-

right hand of the Great Master is a sword- bearer and on his
left hand is a sword-bearer. Before the Great Master is a
standard, and behind him is a standard. All the Masters of
Lodges present are under blue canopies, each borne by four
Master-masouns of his own company. The canopies are six feet long
and three feet broad ; the staves are six feet long; the frame-
work is of cedar, or pine or box-wood ; the covering hangs down
not less than three feet on each side, and in the front likewise.
In the middle of the procession is carried the ark, covered with
the veil of blue, purple, and crimson, by four of the oldest Ma-
sons present.”—EDITOR.
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intendent of the works to the Grand Master, for
his inspection; and having approved them, he
gives them to the Architect for his guidance. The
Grand Master re-ascends the platform, music
playing. An oration suitable to the occasion is
delivered. Some money for the workmen is
placed on the stone by the Grand Treasurer.?

The procession then returns to the place from
which it set out, and the Lodge is closed.

The Ceremony observed at the Dedicalion of
Masons’ Halls.

On the day appointed for the celebration of the
ceremony of Dedication, the Grand Master and
his Officers, accompanied by all the Brethren who
are members of the Grand Lodge, meet in a con-
venient room adjoining to the place where the
ceremony is to be performed ; and the Grand
Lodgeis opened, in ample form, in all the Degrees.
The order of procession being read by the Grand
Secretary, and a general charge respecting pro-
priety of behaviour given by the Deputy Grand
Master, the Lodge is adjourned, and the procession
formed.®

The ladies are then introduced, and the musi-
cians repair to their station. On the procession
reaching the Grand Master’s chair, the Grand
Officers are separately proclaimed according to
rank, as they arrive at that station ; and on the
Grand Master’s being proclaimed, the music
strikes’ up, and continues during the procession
three times round the hall. The Lodge is then

4 If the building be for a charitable institution, a voluntary
subscription is made inaid of its funds.

¢ See Book of the Lodge, p. 90.
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‘placed in the centre, on a crimson velvet couch ;f
and the Grand Master having taken the chair,
under a canopy of state, the Grand Officers and
‘the Master and Wardens of the Lodges, repair to
‘the places which have been previously prepared
for their reception: the three great lights, and
the gold and silver pitchers, with the corn, wine,
and oil, are placed on the Lodge, at the head of
which stands the pedestal, on which is laid a
crimson velvet cushion, with the Sacred Law, open,
the Square and Compasses put thereon, and the

. The Helvetian ritual, already referred to, contains some
good remarks relative to the furniture of a Lodge, which may
be usefully inserted in this place. ‘“ A good Lodge may be well
known by its ornaments ; in many Lodges all sorts of decora-
‘tions are heaped together without the slightest attention to pro-
priety. There should be no picture, statue, nor emblem of
heathen deities; no bust, picture, or statue of the heathen
philosophers. The proper images or emblems are to be taken
from the Bible, and the Bible only ; as it contains the authentic
records of ancient Masonry. Paintings of figures, to represent
the virtues or properties of the mind, such as Charity, &c., are
in bad taste. The decorations should be Masonic einblems, in-

tersecting triangles, m, square and compass, &e. These, if pro-

perly managed, can be made highly ornamental. A picture of
Solomon or Moses would be appropriate. A marble slab, con-
taining the names of the founders of the Lodge, and the date,
should be let into the north wall. Window curtains, as in
roomns, there are none ; but one great curtain, very thick, draws
across all the windows, along a brass rod, on brass rings. There
is no valance, or fringe, or other ornament. The colour of the
curtain is purple, crimson, and blue, in alternate stripes; each
stripe the common breadth of moreen or other stuff furniture.
The curtain is made of woollen, and not of linen. Silk may be
used if worsted is not liked, but no cotton or linen ; the lining
is black. The Master’s throne is on three steps. Behind it
should be a screen, three sides of a square, and higher than his
head when seated. This screen should be painted by a cunning

Mason, with a death’s head, intersecting triangles and l__E{

in white, as the ground of the screen is black or a dark purple.
Facing the Master’s throne is an organ, or a gallery for singers
and musicians who are brothers ; and behind the throne, at the
end of the Lodge, and high up in the ceiling, should be a well-
toned bell or Iudian gong.” —EDITOR,

“
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‘Constitution Roll. An aunthem is then sung, and
an exordium on Masonry delivered: after which,
the Architect, addressing the Grand Master, re-
turns thanks for the honour conferred on him,
-and surrenders up the implements which had been
entrusted to his care at laying the Foundation
. Stone. :The Grand Master expresses his approba-
tion of the Architect’s conduet; an ode in honour
of Masonry is sung, accompanied by the band;
and the ladies retire, as do also such of the musi-
cians as are not Masons.

The Lodge is then tiled, and the business of
Masonry resumed. The Grand Secretary informs
the Grand Master, that it is the design of the Fra-
ternity to have the hall dedicated to Masonry ;
he then orders the Grand Officers to assist in the
ceremony ; during. which the organ continues
playing solemn music, excepting only at the in-
tervals of Dedication. The Lodge being uncovered,
the first procession is made round it, and the
Grand Master having reached the East, the organ
is silent, and he proclaims the Hall duly dedicated
to. MASONRY, IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT JE-
HOVAH, TO WHOM BE ALL GLORY AND HONOUR;
upon which the Chaplain strews corn over the
Lodge. The organ plays, and the second proces-
sion is made round the Lodge; when, on the
Grand Master’s arrival at the Kast, the organ is
silent, and he declares the Hall dedicated, as be-
fore, to Virrue ; on which the Chaplain sprinkles
wine on the Lodge. The organ plays, and the
third procession is made round the Lodge ; when,
the Grand Master having reached the East, and
the music being silent, the Hall is dedicated to
Un1versaL BENEVOLENCE ; upon which the Chap-
lain dips his fingers in the oil, and sprinkles it over
the Lodge; and at each period of Dedication the
grand honours are given. A solemn invocation is
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then made, and an anthem sung ; after which the
Lodge being covered, the Grand Master retires to
his chair, and the business of Masonry is ad-
journed.

The ladies are again introduced ; an ode for the
occasion is performed; and an oration delivered
by the Grand Chaplain, which is succeeded by an
anthem. Donations for the charity are then col-
lected, and the grand procession is resumed.
After marching three times round the Hall, pre-
ceded by the Tylers carrying the Lodge as at the
entrance, and the music continuing to play a
grand piece, the Brethren return to the place
whence they set out; where the laws of the Order
being rehcarsed, the Grand Lodge is closed in
ample form in all the Degrees.

The Ceremony observed at Funerals, according to
ancient Custom ; with the Service used on that
Occasion.

No Mason can be interred with the formalities
of the Order, unless it be at his own special re-
quest, communicated to the Master of the Lodge
of which he died a Member; forcigners and so-
journers excepted ; nor unless he has been advanced
to the Third Degree of Masonry; from which
restriction there can be no exception. Fellow-
crafts, or apprentices, are not entitled to the funeral
obsequies.

The Master of the Lodge having received notice
of a Master-mason’s death, and of his request to
be interred with the ceremonies of the Order,?

& By an express law of the Grand Lodge, it is enacted ‘ That
no regular Mason do attend any funeral, or other public* proces-

* By public procession is meant a general convention of Masons for the
purpose of making a public appearance.
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he fixes the day and hour for the funeral, and
issues his command to summon the Lodge ; if

sion, clothed with the badges and ensigns of the Order, unless a
dispensation for that purpose has been obtained from the Grand
Master, or his Deputy ; under the penalty of forfeiting all the
rights and privileges of the Society ; and of being deprived of the
benefit of the general fund of charity, should he be reduced to
want,”

Dispensations for public processions are seldom granted but
upon very particular occasions ; it cannot, therefore, be thought
that these will be very frequent, or that regular Masons will be
induced to infringe an establishied law by attending those which
are not properly authorized. Many public parades under this
character have been made of late years ; but these have not re-
ceived the sanction of the Grand Master, or the countenance of
any regular Mason conversant with the laws of the Society. Of
this the public may be convinced, when they advert to the cir-
cumstance, that the reputation of the whole Fraternity would be
at risk by any irregularity on such an occasion. It cannot be
imagined that the Grand Master, who is generally of noble or
royal birth, would either so far degrade the dignity of his office,
or the character of the Society at large, as to grant a dispensa-
tion for a public procession upon so trifling an occasion as a pri-
vate benefit at a playhouse, tea-garden, or other place of public
resort ; where neither the interest of the Fraternity, nor the
general good, can be concerned ; and which, though it may be
of some private advantage, can never redound to the credit
of Masonry, or the honour of its patrons.

The above law was planned to put a stop to mixed and irre-
gular conventions of Masons, and to prevent them from exposing
to derision the insignia of the Order, by parading through the
streets on unimportant occasions ; it was not intended, however,
to restrict the privileges of any regular Lodge, or to encroach on
the legal prerogative of any installed Master. By the universal
practice of Masons, every regular Lodge is authorized by the
Constitution to act on such occasion, when limited to its own
members, if the Society at large be not dishonoured ; and every
installed Master is sufficiently empowered by the Constitution,
without any other authority, to convene and govern his own
Lodge on any emergency, at the funeral of its own members, or
on any oceasion in which the honour of the Society is concerned ;
he being always amenable to the Grand Y.odge for misconduct.
But when Brethren from other Lodges are convened, who are
not subject to his control, in that case a particular dispensation
is required from the Grand Master, or his Deputy, who are
the only General Directors of Masons. The Master of the Lodge
will never issue a summons for a public appearance of the Lodge
on a trifling occasion, or without approbation; well knowing
that he is amenable to the General Assembly for his conduct,

E 3
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Brethren from other Lodges are expected to attend,
he must make application through the Grand
Secretary to the Grand Master, or his deputy, for
a dispensation, to enable him to supply the place
of the Grand Master at such funeral, and to regu-
late the procession, which is to be solely under his
direction; and all the Brethren present must be
properly clothed.”

The dispensation being obtained, the Master
may invite as many Lodges as he thinks proper,
and the members of those Lodges may accompany
their Officers in form ; but the whole ceremony
mus$ be under the direction of the Master of the
Lodge to which the deceased belonged, for which
purpose only the dispensation is granted ; and he
and his officers must be duly honoured, and
cheerfully obeyed, on the occasion, as the re-
presentative, for the time being, of the Grand
Master, or his Deputy.

The Funeral Service.*

The Brethren being assembled at the place where the body
of the deceased lies, the Master of the Lodge to which he be-

and, by the charges of his office, must submit to their award ;
should he, however, be so imprudent as to act on this occasion
improperly, the Brethren of the Lodge are warranted by the
laws to refuse obedience to his summons; but they are also
amenable to the General Lodge for contumacy.

b All the Brethren who walk in procession should observe, as
much as possible, an uniformity in their dress, Decent mourn-
ing, with white stockings, gloves, and aprons, is most suitable
and becoming. No person should be distinguished by a jewel,
who is not an officer of one of the Lodges invited to attend in
form ; and all theofficersof such Lodges should be ornamented with
sashes and hatbands ; as also the officers of the Lodge to whom
the dispensation is granted, who are, moreover, to be distin-
guished with white rods.

* 1 retain the funeral service as prescribed by Brother Preston, though 1
greatly doubt whether it could be consistently performed.—EbiTor.
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longed opens the Lodge in the Three Degrees, with the usual
forms, and an anthem is sung. The body being placed in the
centre on a couch, and the coffin in which it is laid being un-
covered, the Master proceeds to the head of the corpse, and the
service begins,

MASTER. ‘ What man is he that liveth, and shall not see
death ? Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave ?”

REs. ““Man walketh in a vain shadow, he heapeth up riches,
and cannot tell who shall gather them.” :

MaSTER. ‘ When he dieth, he shall carry mnothing away ;
his glory shall not descend after him.”

RES. ““Naked he came into the world, and naked he must
return : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : blessed be
the name of the Lord ! ”

The grand honours are then given, and certain forms used,
which cannot be here explained. Solemn music is introduced,
during which the Master strews herbs or flowers over the body ;
and, taking the SACRED ROLL in his hand, he says,

¢ Let us die the death of the righteous, and let our last end be
like his!”

The Brethren answer,

¢ God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even
unto death.”

The Master then puts the RoLL into the coffin, and says,

“ Almighty Father! into thy hands we commend the soul of
our loving Brother!”

The Brethren answer three times, giving the grand honours
each time,

¢ The will of God is accomplished ! So mote it be!”

The Master then repeats the following prayer :—

¢ Most glorious God! Anthor of all good, and Giver of all
mercy ! pour down thy blessings upon us, and strengthen all
our solemn engagements with the ties of fraternal affection !
May the present instance of mortality remind us of our approach-
ing fate, and draw our attention toThee, the onlyrefuge in time of
need ! that when the awful moment shall arrive that we are
about to quit this transitory scene, the enlivening prospect of
thy mercy may dispel the gloom of death; and that, after our
departure hence in peace, and in thy favour, we may be received
into thine everlasting kingdom, and there enjoy, in union with
the souls of our departed friends, the just reward of a pious and
virtuous life! Amen.”

An anthem being sung, the Master retires to the pedestal,
and the coffin is covered. An oration, suitable to the occasion,
is then delivered ; and the Master recommending love and unity,
the Brethren join hands, and renew to each other their pledged
vows. The Lodge is then adjourned, and the procession to the

lace of interment is formed.

The different Lodges rank according to seniority, the junior
preceding ; and each Lodge forms one division, The following
order is then observed :—
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The Tyler, with his sword ;
The Stewards, with white rods ;
The Brethren out of office, two and two ;
The Secretary, with a roll;

The Treasurer, with his badge of office ;
The Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand ;
The Past Master ;

The Master ;

The Lodge to which the deceased Brother belonged, in the
following order ; all the Members having
flowers or herbs in their hands;

The Tyler ;

The Stewards ;

Martial Music [Drums muffled and Trumpets covered] ;
The Members of the Lodge ;

The Secretary and Treasurer ;

The Senior and Junior Wardens ;

The Past Master;

The Holy Writings, on a cushion, covered with black cloth,
carried by the oldest Member of the Lodge ;

The Master ;

The Choristers, singing an anthem;

The Clergyman ;

The BODY,
with the regalia
placed thereon,
and two swords

crossed ;

Pall Bearers.

Pall Bearers.

Chief Mourner ;
Assistant Mourners ;
Two Stewards ;
A Tyler,

One or two Lodges advance, before the procession begins, to
the churchyard, to prevent confusion, and make the necessary
preparations. The Brethren are not to desert their ranks, or
change places, but keep in their different departments. When
the procession arrives at the gate of the churchyard, the Lodge
to which the deceased Drother belonged, the mourners, and
attendants on the corpse, halt, till the members of the other
Lodges have formed a circle round the grave ; when an opening
is made to receive them. They then advance to the grave ; and
the Clergyman and officers of the acting Lodge taking their
station at the head of the grave, with the Choristers on each side,
and the mourners at the foot, the service is resumed, an anthem
sung, and the following exhortation given :—

‘* Here we view a striking instance of the uncertainty of life,
and the vanity of all human pursuits. The last offices paid to
the dead are only useful as lectures to.the living; from them
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we are to derive instruction, and consider every solemnity
of this kind as a summons to prepare for our approaching dis-
solution. ’ :

¢ Notwithstanding the various mementos of mortality
which we daily meet, notwithstanding Death has established
his empire over all the works of Nature, yet, through some un-
accountable infatuation, we are apt to forget that we are born
to die. We go on from one design to another, add hope to hope,
and lay out plans for the employment of many years, till we are
suddenly alarmed at the approach of Death when-we least ex-
pect him, and at an hour which, amidst the gaieties of life, we
probably conclude to be the meridian of our existence.

¢ What are all the externals of majesty, the pride of wealth,
or charms of beauty, when nature has paid her just debt? Fix
your eyes on the last scene ; view life stript of her ornaments,
and exposed in her natural meanness; you will then be con-
vinced of the futility of those empty delusions. In the grave
all fallacies are detected, all ranks levelled, and all distinctions
done away.

“ While we drop the sympathetic tear over the grave of our
deceased friend, let charity incline us to throw a veil over his
foibles, whatever they may have been, and not withhold from
his memory the praise which his virtues may have claimed.
Suffer the apologies of human nature to plead in his behalf.
Perfection on earth has never been attained ; the wisest, as well
as the best of men, have erred. His meritorious actions it is
our duty to imitate, and from his weaknesses we are to derive
instruction.

“ Let the present example excite our most serious thoughts,
and strengthen our resolutions of amendment. Life being uncer-
tain, and all earthly pursuits vain, let us no longer postpone the
important concern of preparing for eternity ; but embrace the
happy moment, while time and opportunity offer, to provide
against that great change, when all the pleasures of the world
shall cease to delight, and the reflections of a virtuous conduct
yield the only comfort and consolation. Our expectations will
not then be frustrated, nor shall we be hurried, unprepared,
into the presence of an all-wise and powerful Judge, to whom
the secrets of all hearts are known, and from whose dread tribu-
nal no culprit can escape. .

““ Let us, while in this stage of existence, support with pro-
priety the character of our profession, advert to the nature of
our solemnities, and pursue with assiduity the sacred tenets of
the Order : with becoming reverence let us supplicate the Divine
protection, and ensure the favour of that eternal Being whose
goodness and power know no bouunds; and when the awful
moment arrives that we are about to take our departure,
be it soon or late, may we be enabled to prosecute our journey
without dread or apprehension to that far-distant country from
which no traveller returns. By the light of the Divine counte-
nance we may pass, without trembling, through those gloomy



86 _ ILLUSTRATIONS

mansions where all things are forgotten ; and at the great and
tremendous day of trial and tribulation, when arraigned at the
bar of Divine Justice, we may hope that judgment will be pro-
nounced in our favour, and that we shall receive our reward,
in the possession of an immortal inheritance, where joy flows
“in one continued stream, and no mound can check its course.”

The following invocations are then made by the Master, the
usual honours accompanying each :—

MasTER. ‘“ May we be true and faithful ; and may we live
and die inlove | ” .

ANSWER. “ So mote it be.”

MASTER. “ May we profess what is good, and always act
agreeably to our profession!”

ANSWER. “ So mote it be.”

MasTER. “ May the Lord bless us and presper us ; ; and may
all our good intentions be crowned with suceess |”’

ANSWER. ““ So mote it be.”

The Secretaries then advance, and throw their rolls into the
grave with the usual forms, while the Master repeats, with an
audible voice,

“ Glory be to God on high | on earth peace ! good will towards
men ! "

ANSWER. ‘“ So mote it be, now, from henceforth, and for ever-
more.”

The Master then concludes the ceremony at the grave in the
following words :—

¢ From time immemorial it has been a custom among the
Fraternity of free and accepted Masons, at the request of a
Brother on his death-bed, to accompany his corpse to the place
of.interment ; and there to deposit his remains with the usual
formalities.

¢ In conformity with this usage, and at the special request of
our deceased Brother, whose memory we revere, and whose
loss we deplore, we are here assembled in the character of Ma-
sons, to resign his body to the earth whence it came, and to
offer up to his memory, before the world, the last tribute of our
fraternal affection ; thereby demonstrating the sincerity of our
past esteem, and our inviolable attachment to the principles of
the Order.

‘ With all proper respect to the establishcd customs of the
country in which we live, with due deference to our superiors
in Church and State, and with unlimited good-will to all man-
kind, we here appear clothed as Masons, and publicly express
our submission to order and good government, and our wish to
promote the general interests of mankind. Invested with the
badge of innocence, we humbly bow to the universal Parent,
implore his blessing on all our zealous endeavours to extend
peace and good-will, and earnestly pray for his grace to enable
us to persevere in the principles of piety and virtue.

 The great Creator having been pleased, out of his mercy,
to remove our worthy Brother from the cares and troubles of
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this transitory life, to a state of eternal duration, and thereby
to weaken the chains by which we are united man to man ; may
we, who survive him, anticipating our approaching fate, be
more strongly cemented in the ties of union and friendship ; and
during the short space which is allotted to our present exist-
ence, wisely and usefully employ our time in the reciprocal
intercourse of kind and friendly acts, and mutually promote the
welfare and happiness of each other.

¢ Unto the grave we have resigned the body of our deceased
friend, there to remain until the general resurrection ; in
favourable expectation that his immortal soul will then partake
of the joys which have been prepared for the righteous from the
beginning of the world : and may Almighty God, of his infinite
goodness, at the grand tribunal of unbiassed justice, extend his
mercy toward him and 2ll of us, and crown our hope with ever-
lasting bliss, in the expanded- realms of a boundless eternity !
This we beg, for the honour of his Name, to whom be glory,
now and for ever. Amen.”

Thus the service ends; and, the usual honours being given,
the procession returns in form to the place whence it set out,
where the necessary duties are complied with, and the business
of Masonry is renewed. The regalia and other ornaments of
the deceased, if he has been an officer of the Lodge, are returned
to the Master, with the usual ceremonies ; after which the
charges for regulating the conduct of the Brethren are re-
hearsed, and the Lodge is closed in the Three Degrees with a
blessing.
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BOOK IIL

THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY EXPLAINED.!

§ 1. A Letter from the learned Mr. John Locke to the Right Hon.
Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an old Manuscript on the sub-
Ject of Freemasonry.

6th May, 1696.
My Lorbp,

I nave at length, by the help of Mr. Collins,
procured a copy of that MS. in the Bodleian
library, which you were so curious to see; and,
in obedience to your Lordship’s comraands, 1
herewith send it to you. Most of the notes an-
nexed to it are what 1 made yesterday for the
reading of my Lady Masham, who is become so
fond of Masonry as to say that she now more
than ever wishes herself a man, that she might be
capable of admission into the Fraternity.

The MS. of which this is a copy, appears to be
about 160 years old; yet (as your Lordship will
observe by the title) it is itself a copy of one yet
more ancient by about 100 years; for the original
is said to be the handwriting of K. Henry VI.
Where that prince had it, is at present an uncer-
tainty ; but it seems to me to be an examination
(taken perhaps before the king) of some one of the

! The contents of Book III. were originally published at
Frankfort, in 1748, under the title of ‘ Ein Brief von dem
Beruchmten Herrn Herrn Johann Locke, betreffend die Frey-
Baureren. So auf einem Schrieb-Tisch eines verstorbnen Bru-
ders ist gefunden worden.”—EDITOR.
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brotherhood of Masons ; among whom he entered
himself, as it is said, when he came out of his
minority, and thenceforth put a stop to a persecu-
tion that had been raised against them: but I
must not detain your Lordship longer by my pre-
face from the thing itself.

I know not what effect the sight of this old
paper may have upon your Lordship; but for my
own part I cannot deny that it has so much raised
my curiosity, as to induce me to enter myself into
the Fraternity, which I am determined to do (if I
may be admitted) the next time I go to London,
and that will be shortly.

I am, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient,
and most humble Servant,
JorN Locke.

Certayne Questyons, with Answeres to the same,
concerning the Mystery of MAGONRYE ; writiene
by the hande of kynge HENRYE, the sizthe of the
name, and faithfullye copyed by me* Joman
LEeYLANDE, Antiquarlus, by the commaunde of his'
Highnesse.

They be as followethe.
Quest. What mote ytt be? ™

k JouN LEYLANDE was appointed by Henry VIII. at the
dissolution of monasteries, to search for and save such books
and records as were valuable among them. He was a man of
great labour and industry.

! His HIcHNESSE, meaning the said King Henry VIII. Our
kings had not then the title of Majesty.

™ What mote ytt be?] That is, what may this mystery of
Masonry be ? The answer imports, that it consists in natural,
mathematical, and mechanical knowledge ; some part of which
(as appears by what follows) the Masons pretend to have taught
the rest of mankind, and some part they still conceal.
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Axsw. Ytt beeth the skylle of nature, the
understondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne,
and its sondrye werkynges: sonderlyche, the skylle
of reckenyngs, of waightes and metynges, and the
true manere of faconnynge al thynges for mannes
use; headlye, dwellinges, and buyldynges of alle
kindes, and all other thynges that make gudde to
manne.

Quest. Where dyd ytt begynne ?

Axsw. Ytt dydd begynne with the™ ffyrste
menne yn the este, whych were before the flyrste
menne of the weste; and comyinge westlye, ytt
hathe broughte herwyth alle comfortes to the
wylde and comfortlesse.

Quest. Who dyd brynge ytt westlye?

Answ. The® Venetians, whoo beynge grate
merchaundes, comed ffyrste ffromme the este ynn
Venetia, for the commodyte of merchaundysynge
beithe este and weste bey the redde and rayddlonde
sees.

Quest. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?

Answ, Peter Gower,? a Grecian, journeydde

» Ffyrste menne yn the este, &c.] It should seem by this,
that Masons believe there were men in the east before Adam,
who is called the ‘‘ffyrste' manne of the weste ;’ and that arts
and sciences began in the east. Some authors of great note for
learning have been of the same opinion ; and it is certain that
Europe and Africa (which, in respect to Asia, may be called
western countries) were wild and savage, long after arts and
politeness of manners were in great perfection in China and the
Indies. ;

° The Venetians, &c.] In the times of monkish ignorance it
is no wonder that the Phenicians should be mistaken for the
Venetians. Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken one for
the other, similitude of sound might deceive the clerk who first’
took down the examination. The Phenicians were the greatest
voyagers among the ancients, and were in Kurope thought to be
the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from the
east with other arts.

P Peter Gower.] This must be another mistake of the writer.
I was puzzled at first to guess who Peter Gower should be, the
name being perfectly English ; or how a Greek should come by
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flfor kunnynge yn Egypte, and in Syria, and yn
everyche londe, whereas the Venetians hadde
plaunted magonrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn
al lodges of magonnes, he lerned muche, and re-
tournedde, and woned yn Grecia Magna,® wack-
synge and becommynge a myghtye wyseacre,*
and gratelyche renowned, and her he framed a
grate lodge at Groton,* and maked manye ma-
¢onnes, some whereoffe dyde journeye yn Fraunce
and maked manye maconnes; wherefromme, yn
processe of tyme, the arte passed in Engelonde.

Quesr. Dothe Magonnes descouer here artes
unto odhers ?

Axsw. Peter Gower, whenne he journeyede to

such a name. But as soon as I thought of Pythagoras, T could
scarce forbear smiling, to find that philosopher had undergone a
metempsychosis he never dreamt of. We need only consider the
French pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is, Petagore,
to conceive how easily such a mistake may be made by an un-
learned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge intp
Egypt, &ec., is known to all the learned; and that he was
initiated into several different orders of priests, who in those
days kept all their learning secret from the vulgar, is as well
known. Pythagoras also made every geometrical theorem a
secret, and admitted only such to the knowledge of them as had
first undergone a five years’ silence. "He is supposed to be the
inventor of the 47th proposition of the first book of Eueclid, for-
which, in the joy of his heart, it is said he sacrificed a hecatomb.
He also knew the true system of the world, lately revived by
Copernicus ; and was certainly a most wonderful man. See his
life by D1oN. HaAL.

9 GRECIA MagNaA, a part of Italy formerly so called, in which
the Greeks had settled a large colony.

T Wyseacre.] This word at present signifies simpleton, but
formerly had a quite cootrary meaning. Wiseacre, in the old
Saxon, is philosopher, wise man, or wizard ; and having been
Mrequently used ironically, at length came to have a direct
meaning in the ironical sense. Thus Duns Scotus, a man famed
for the subtilty and acuteness of his understanding, has, by the
game method of irony, given a general name to modern dunces.

8 Groton.] Groton is the name of a place in England. The
place here meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna, which in
the time of Pythagoras was very populous.
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lerne, was ffyrste' made, and anonne techedde;
evenne soe shulde all odhers beyn recht. Nathe-
less * magonnes hauethe alweys, yn everyche tyme,
from tyme to tyme, communycatedde to mann-
kynde soche of her secrettes as generallyche
myghte be usefulle; they haueth keped back
soche allein as shulde be harmfulle yff they comed
yn euylle haundes, oder soche as ne myghte be
holpynge wythouten the techynges to be joynedde
herwythe in the lodge, oder soche as do bynde
the freres more stronglyche togeder, bey the
proffytte and commodytye comynge to the con-
frerie herfromme.

Quest. Whatte artes haueth the Magonnees
techedde mankynde?

Answ. The artes¥ agricultura, architectura,
astronomia, geometria, numeres, musica, poesie,
kymistrye, governmente, and relygyonne.

Quest. Howe commethe Magonnes more teach-
ers than odher menne ?

Answ. The hemselfe haueth allein in* arte

t Ffyrste made.] The word MADE I suppose has a particular
meaning among the Masous ; perhaps it signifies initiated.

u Magonnes hauethe communycatedde, &e.] This paragraph
hath something remarkable in it. It contains a justification of
the secrecy so much boasted of by Masons, and so much blaned
by others ; asserting that they have in all ages discovered such
things as might be useful, and that they conceal such only as
would be hurtful either to the world or themselves. What
these secrets are we see afterwards.

¥ The artes agricultura, &c.] It seems a bold pretence this
of the Masons, that they have taught mankind all these arts.
They have their own authority for it ; and I know not how we
shall disprove them. But what appears most odd is that they
reckon religion among the arts.

x Arte of fiyndynge neue artes.] The art of inventing arts
must certainly be a most useful art. My Lord Bacon’s Novumn
Organum is an attempt towards somewhat of the same kind.
But I much doubt, that if ever the Masons had it, they have
now lost it ; since so few new arts have been lately invented, and
so many are wanted. The idea I have of such an art is, that it
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of fiyndynge neue artes, whyche arte the fiyrste
maconnes receaued from Godde; by the whyche
they fyndethe what artes hem plesethe, and the
treu way of techynge the same. Whatt odher
menne doethe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce,
and herfore but lytel I tro.

Quest. What dothe the Magonnes concele and
hyde?

Answ. Thay concelethe the arte of ffyndynge
neue artes, and thatt ys for here owne profiytte,
and preise : ¥ they concelethe the arte of kepynge
secrettes,” that soe the worlde mayeth nothinge
concele from them. Thay concelethe the arte
of wunder-werckynge, and of foresayinge thynges
to comme, that so thay same artes wmay not
be usedde of the wyckedde to an euyell ende.
Thay also concelethe the® arte of chaunges, the
wey of wynnynge the facultye® of Abrac, the
skylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte wyth-
outen the holpynges of fere and hope; and the
universelle ¢ longage of Magonnes.

must be something proper to be employed in all the sciences
generally, as algebra is in numbers, by the help of which new rules
of arithmetic are and may be found.

¥ Preise.] It seems the Masons have great regard to the re-
putation as well as the profit of their Order; since they make
it one reason for not divulging an artin common, that it may do
honour to the possessors of it. I think in this particular they
show too much regard for their own Society, and too little for
the rest of mankind. -

z Arte of kepynge secrettes.] What kind of an art thisis I
can by no means imagine. But certainly such an art the
Masons must have ; for though, as some people suppose, they
should have no secrets at all, even that must be a secret, which,
been discovered, would expose them to the highest ridicule ; and
therefore it requires the utmost caution to conceal it.

s Arte of chaunges.] I know not what this means, unless it
be the transmutation of metals.

b Facultye of Abrac.] Here I am utterly in the dark.

¢ Universelle longage of Maconnes.] An universal language
has been much desired by the learned of many ages. Itisa
thing rather to be wished than hoped for. But it seems the
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Quest. Wylle he teche me thay same artes?

Answ. Ye shalle be techedde yff ye be werthye,
and able to lerne.

Quest. Dothe all Magonnes kunne more then
odher menne?

Answ. Notso. Thay onlyche haueth recht and
occasyonne more then odher menne to kenne, butt
manye doeth fale yn capacity, and manye more
doth want industrye, that ys pernecessarye for the
gaynynge all kunnynge.

vest. Are Magonnes gudder men then
odhers?

Axsw. Some Magonnes are not so virtuous as
some odher menne; but, yn the most parte, thay
be more gude then they would be yf thay war not
Magonnes.

Quesr. Doth Magonnes love eidher odher
myghtylye as beeth sayde ?

Answ. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odher-
wise be: for gude menne and true, kennynge
eidher odher to be soche, doeth always love the
more as thay be more gude.?

[Here endethe the questyonnes and awnsweres.] -

Masons pretend to have such a thing among them. Ifit be true, I
guess it must be something like the language of the pantomimes
among the ancient Roma.ns, who are said to be able, by signs
only, to expresg and deliver any oration intelligibly to men of all
nations and languages. A man who has all these arts and ad-
vantages is certainly in a condition to be envied ; but we are
told that this is not the case with all Masons; for though these
arts are among them, and all have a right and an opportunity
to know them, yet some want capacity, and others industry, to
acquire them. However, of all their arts and secrets, that
which I most desire to know i is, “The Skylle of becommynge
gude and parfyghte ;” and T wish it were communicated to all
mankind, since there is nothing more true than the beautiful
sentence contained in the last answer, ‘‘That the better men
are, the more they love one another:” Virtue having ir itself
something so amiable as to charm the hearts of all that behold it.

4 A GLOSSARY of antiquated words in the foregoing Manu-
seript :—
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§ 2. Remarks on the preceding Manuscript, and the Annotations
of M. Locke.

This dialogue possesses a double claim to our
regard : first, for its antiquity ; and next, for the
notes added to it by Mr. Locke, who, though
not at that time enrolled in the order of Masons,
offers very just conjectures on their history and
traditions. :

Every reader must feel a sccret satisfaction in
the perusal of this ancient manuscript, especially
the true Mason, whom it more nearly concerns.
The recommendation of a philosopher of as great
merit and penetration as this nation ever produced,
added to the real value of the piece itself, must
give it a sanction, and render it deserving a scrious
examination.

The conjecture of the learned annotator con-
cerning its being an examination taken before King
Henry of one of the Fraternity of Masons, is accu-
rate. The severe edict passed at that time against
the Society, and the discouragement given to the

Albein, only.

Alweys, always.

Beithe, both.

Commodyte, convenience.

Myghte, power.
Occasyonne, opportunity.
Odher, other.

Onelyche, only.

Confrerie, fraternity.
Fagonnynge, forming.
Foresayinge, prophesying.
Freres, brethren.
Headlye, chiefly.

Hem plesethe, they please.
Hemselfe, themselves.
Her, there, their,
Hereynne, therein,
Herwyth, with it.
Holpynge, beneficial.
Kunne, know.

Kunnynge, knowledge.

Make gudde, are beneficial.

Metynges, measures.
Mote, may.

Myddlonde, Mediterranean. .

Pernecessarye, absolutely ne-
cessary.

Preise, honour.

Recht, right.

Reckenyngs, numbers.

Sonderlyche, particularly.

Skylle, knowledge.

Waclysngs, growing.

Werck, operation,

Wey, way.

Whereas, where,

Woned, dwelt.

Wunderwerckynge, working
miracles.

Wylde, savage.

Wynnynge, gaining.

Ynn, into.
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Masons by the bishop of Winchester and his party,
induced that prince, in his riper years, to-make a
strict scrutiny into the nature of the Masonic
Institution; which was attended with the happy
circumstance of gaining his favour and his pa-
tronage. Had not the civil commotions in the
kingdom during his reign attracted the notice of
government, this act would probably have been
repealed, through the intercession of the duke of
Gloucester, whose attachment to the Fraternity
was conspicuous.

Page 89. What mote ytt be?] Mr. Locke
observes, in his annotation on this question, that
the answer imports, Masonry consists of natural,
mathematical, and mechanical knowledge ; some
part of which, he says, the Masons prefend to have
taught mankind, and some part they still conceal.
—The arts which they have communicated to the
world are particularly specified in an answer tb
one of the following questions; as are also those
which they have restricted to themselves for wise
purposes. Morality, however, might have been
included in this answer, as it constitutes a prineipal
part of the Masonic system.

Page 60. Where dyd ytt begynne?] In the
annotation to the answer on this question, Mr.
Locke seems to suggest, that Masons believed
there were men in the East before Adam, which is
indeed a mere conjecture. This opinion may be
countenanced by some learned authors; but Ma-
sons comprehend the true meaning of Masonry
taking rise in the east and spreading to the west,
without having recourse to the Preadamites. East
and west are terms peculiar to their society ; and,
when masonically adopted, are very intelligible,*

¢ ¢ And behold the glory of the God of Israel came from the
way of the east.” Ezek. xliii. 2.— Vide * Signs and Symbols,”
new ed. by the Editor, Lecture xi.
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as they refer to certain forms and established cus-
toms among themselves. From the east, it is well
known, learning extended to the western world,
and gradually advanced into Europe.

Page 90. Who dyd brynge ytt westlye ?] The
judicious correction of an illiterate clerk, in the
answer to this question as well as the next, reflects
credit on the ingenious annotator. The explana-
tion is just, and the elucidation accurate.

Page 90. Howe comede ytt in Engelonde?]
The records of the Fraternity inform us, that
Pythagoras was regularly initiated into Masonry ;
and being properly instructed in the mysteries of
the Art, propagated the principles of the Order in
other countries into which he travelled.

Pythagoras lived at Samos, in the reign of Tar-
quin, the last king of the Romans, in the year of
Rome 220; or, accordmg to Lwy, in the reign of
Servius 'I‘ulhus, in the year of the world 3472,
He was the son of a sculptor, and was educated
under one of the greatest men of his time, Phere-
cydes of Syrus, who first taught the immortality of
the soul. On the death of his patron, he deter-
mined to trace science to its source, and to supply
himself with fresh stores in every part of the world
where these could be obtained. Animated by a
- desire of knowledge, he travelled into Egypt, and
submitted to that tedious and discouraging course
of preparatory discipline, which was requisite to
obtain the benefit of Egyptian initiation. When
he had made himself a thorough master of all the
sciences that were cultivated in the sacerdotal col-
leges of Thebes and Memphis, he pursued his
travels through the east, conversing with the Magi
and Indian Brachmans, and mixing their doctrines
with those he had learnt in Egypt. He afterwards
studied the laws of Minos at Crete, and those of
Lycurgus at Sparta. Having spent the ecarlier

F
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part of his life in this useful manner, he returned
to Samos well acquainted with everything curious
either in nature or art in foreign countries nm-
proved with all the advantages proceeding from a
regular and laborious course of learned education,
and adorned with that knowledge of mankind
which was necessary to gain the ascendant over
them. Accustomed to freedom, he disliked the
arbitrary government of Polycrates, then tyrant of
Samos, and retired to Crotona in Italy, where he
opened a school of philosophy ; and by the gravity
and sanctity of his manners, the importance of his
tenets, and the peculiarity of his institutions, soon
spread his fame and influence over Italy and
Grecce.! Among other projects which he used, to
create respect, and gain credit to his assertions, he
concealed himself in a cave, and caused it to be
reported that he was dead. After some time he
came abroad, and pretended that the intelligence
which his friends gave him in his retreat, of the
transactions of Crotona, was collected during his
stay in the other world among the shades of the
departed. He formed his disciples, who came from
all parts to put themselves under his direction, into
a kind of republic, where none were admitted till a_
severe probation had sufficiently exercised their

f The ceremony of opening his Lodges concluded with an ex-
hortation to silence and secrecy, and to keep a tongue of good
report ; and at closing many important duties were enjoined :—
1. To abstain from brawls and quarrels ; to defend the charac-
ters of honest companions, knowing their approved worth., 2.
Not to revile or slander each other ; and if unfortunately they
could not applaud, to be silent ; for silence was considered a dis-
tinguishing characteristic of their profession. 3. To be cautious
in the use and application of words and phrases, and carefully
to abstain from using any word of malignant import in common
conversation, and for such words as prison, traitor, murder,
poison, rebellion, death, &c., to substitute others of milder in-
terpretation, Vide Iamblicbus passim. Cic. de Divin. 1. 1, &ec.
—EpiToR.
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patience and docility. He afterwards divided them
into the esoteric and exoteric classes : to the former
he intrusted the more sublime and secret doctrines,
to the latter the more simple and popular. This
great man found himself able to unite the character
of the legislator to that of the philosopher, and to
rival Lycurgus and Orpheus in the one, Phere-
cydes and Thales in the other; following, in this
particular, the patterns set him by the Egyptian
priests, his instructors, who were not less celebrated
for settling the civil than the religious economy of
their nation. In imitation of them, Pythagoras
gave laws to the republic of Crotona, and brought
the inhabitants from a state of luxury and disso-
luteness, to be eminent for order and sobriety.
 While he lived, he was frequently consulted by the
neighbouring republics, as the composer of their
differences and the reformer of their manners :
and, since his death (which happened about the
fourth year of the 70th Olympiad, in a tumult
raised against him by one Cylon), the administra-
tion of their affairs has been generally intrusted to
some of his disciples ; among whom, to produce the
authority of their master for any assertion was suf-
ficient to establish the truth of it without further
inquiry.

The most celebrated of the philosophical notions
of Pythagoras are those concerning the nature of
the Deity,the transmigrations of souls into different
bodies (which he borrowed from the Brachmans),
and the system of the world. He was the first
who took the name of philosopher, that is, a lover
of wisdom. His system of morality was admirable.
He made unity the principle of all things, and
imagined that between God and man there were
various orders of spiritual beings, who administered
to the divine will. He believed in the doctrine of
the metempsychosis, or transmigration of souls:

F,2 )
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and held that God was diffused through all parts
of the universe, like a kind of universal soul, per-
vading every particle of matter, and animating
every living creature, from the most contemptible
reptile to mankind themselves, who shared a larger
portion of the Divine spirit. The metempsychosis
was founded on this maxim, that as the soul was
of celestial origin, it could not be annihilated ; and
therefore, upon abandoning one body, it necessarily
removed into another, and frequently did penance
for its former vicious inclinations in the shape of
a beast or an insect, before it appeared again in
that of a human creature. He asserted that he
had a particular faculty given him by the gods, of
remembering the various bodies his own soul had
passed through, and confounded cavillers by re-
ferring them to his own experience. In his
system of the world, the third doctrine which dis-
tinguished his sect, was a supposition that the sun
was at rest in the centre, and that the earth, the
moon, and the other planets moved round it in
different orbits. He pretended to have great
skill in the mysterious properties of numbers, and
held that some particular ones contained a peculiar
force and significance. He was a great geome-
trician, and admitted only those to the knowledge
of his system who had first undergone a probation
of five years’ silence. To his discovery is attri-
buted the 47th proposition of the first book of
Euclid, & which, in geometrical solutions and de-
monstrations of quantities, is of excellent use;
and for which, as Mr. Locke observes, in the joy
of his heart, he is said to have sacrificed a heca-
tomb. His extraordinary desire of knowledge,

s THEOREM.] -In any right-angled triangle, the square which
is described upon the side subtending the rightangle, is equal to
the squares described upon the sides which contain the right
angle. Euclid, lib. i. prop. 47.
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and the pains he took to propagate his system,
have justly transmitted his fame to posterity.

The pupils who were initiated by him in the
sciences and study of nature at the Crotonian
school brought all their goods into a common
stock, contemned the pleasures of sense, abstained
from swearing, and ate nothing that had life.
Steady to the tenets and principles which they had
imbibed, they dispersed abroad, and taught the
doctrines of their preceptor in all the countries
through which they travelled.

Page 91. Dothe Magounes discouer here artes
unto odhers ] Masons, in all ages, ‘have studied the
general good of mankind. Every art which is
necessary for the support of authority and good
government, or which could extend science, they
have cheerfully communicated to the world. Points
of no public utility, as their peculiar tenets, mystic
forms, and solemn rites, they have carefully con-
cealed. Thus Masons have been distinguished in
various countries for disseminating learning and
general knowledge, while they have always kept
the privileges of their own Order sacred and in-
violable among themselves.

Page 92. Whatte artes haueth the Magonnes
techedde mankynde ?] The arts which the Masons
have publicly taught, are here specified. It ap-
pears to have surprised the learned annotator, that
religion' should have been ranked among the arts
tanght by the Fraternity : but it may be observed,
that religion is the only tie which can bind men;
and that where there is no religion there can be
no Masonry. Among Masons, however, it is an

% For a more particular account of the system of Pythagoras,
I may refer the curious Mason to my History of Initiation, new
ed. Lecture v.—EpITOR.

i Vide ¢ Star in the East,” p. 4, et passim,
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art, which is calculated to unite for a time oppo-
site systems, without perverting or destroying
those systems. By the influence of this art, the
purposes of the institution are effectnally answered,
and religious animosities happily terminated.

Masons have ever paid due obedience to the
moral law, and inculcated its precepts with power-
ful energy on their disciples. Hence the doctrine
of a God, the creator and preserver of the universe,
has been their firm beliefin every age ; and under
the influence of that doctrine, their conduct has
been regulated through a succession of  years.
The progress of knowledge and philosophy, aided
by Divine Revelation, having enlightened the minds
of men with the knowledge of the true God, and
the sacred tcnets of the Christian faith, Masons
have readily acquiesced in a religion so wisely
calculated to make men happy; but in those
countries where the Gospel has not reached, or
Christianity displayed her beauties, they have in-
culcated the universal religion, or the religion of
nature ; ¥ that is, to be good men and true, by
whatever denomination or persuasion they are
distinguished ; and by this universal system, their
conduct has always been regulated. A. cheerful
compliance with the established religion of the
country in which they live is earnestly recom-
mended in the assemblies of Masons; and this
universal conformity, notwithstanding private
sentiment and opinion, is the art practised by
them, which effects the laudable purpose of con-
ciliating true friendship among men of every
persuasion, while it proves the cement of general
union.

By Masonry we are taught not to deviate from

k Vide “ Antiquities of Freemasonry,” by the Editor, new ed.
p- 13.



OF MASONRY. 103

the line of instruction in which we have been edu-
cated, or disregard the principles of religion that
we have originally imbibed. Though it is our rule
to suit ourselves to circumstances and situation in
the character of Masons, we are never to forget the
wise maxims of our parents, or desert the faith in
which we have been nurtured, unless from convic-
tion we may be justified in making the change;
and in effecting that change, Masonry can have no
share. The tenets of the institution, therefore,
interfere with no particular faith, but are alike
reconcilable to all. Religious and political dis-
putes never engage the attention of Masons in
their private seminaries; those points are left to
the discussion and determination of other associa-
tions for whom the theme is better calculated ; it
being a certain truth that the wisest systems have
been more frequently injured than benefited by
religious cavil, _

Page 92. Howe commethe Magonnes more
teachers than odher menne?] The answer implies
that Masons, from the nature and government of
their association, have greater opportunities than
other men to improve their talents, and there-
fore are allowed to be better qualified to instruct
others.

Mr. Locke’s observation on Masons having the
art of finding new arts is judicious, and his ex-
planation just. The Fraternity have always made
the study of the arts a principal part of their pri-
vate amusement: in their assemblies, nice and
difficult theories have been canvassed and explained,
new discoveries produced, and those already known
illustrated. The different classes established, the
gradual progression of knowledge communicated,
and the regularity observed throughout the whole
system of their government, are evident proofs,
that those who are initiated into the mysteries of
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the Masonic Art, may discover new arts; and
this knowledge is acquired by instruction from,
and familiar intercourse with, men of genius and
ability, who have, in their Masonic disquisitions,
an opportunity of displaying their talents to
advantage on almost every important branch of
science. :

Page 93. What dothe the Magonnes concele
and hyde?] The answer imports, the art of find-
ing new arts,' for their profit and praise; and then
particularizes the different arts they carefully con-
ceal. Mr. Locke’s remark, “That this shows too
much regard for their own society, and too little
for the rest of mankind,” is rather severe, when he
has before admitted the propriety of concealing
from the world what is of no real public utility, lest,
by being converted to bad uses, the consequences
might be prejudieial to society. By the word praise
is here meant that honour and respect to which
Masons are entitled, as the friends of science and
learning, and which is absolutely necessary to give
a sanction to the wise doctrines they propagate,
while their fidelity gives them a claim to esteem,
and the rectitude of their manners demands vene-
ration.

! There can be no doubt but our ecclesiastical edifices are in-
debted for their splendour to the exertions and fine taste of the
Freemasons. All our most intelligent and best informed archi-
tects and antiquaries freely acknowledge it. Sir James Hall
says that pointed architecture was one of the secrets of Free-
masons, and originated from an imitation of wicker-work ; and
that it was practised earlier in Scotland than in England.- Mr.
Browne, of York, says that the working principles of ecclesias-
tical architecture were founded on schemes analogous to the prin-
ciples of the doctrine of the Trinity ; and that *“ there is a great
probability of the schemes having, in olden times, constituted a
principal secret in the sublime degree of Freemasonry ; and that
the bishops, priests, and other distinguished personages of the
Roman Catholic Church, were nearly the sole professors of that
degree ; and that they styled the principal secret of their Order

the “ Art of finding new arts.” (Gent. Mag. Jan. 1829.)—
Ebpiror.
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Of all the arts which the Masons practise, the
art of secrecy particularly distinguishes them.
Taciturnity is a proof of wisdom, and is allowed
to be of the utmost importance in the different
transactions of life. The best writers have declared
it to be an art of inestimable value; and that it is
agreeable to the Deity himself may be easily con-
ceived, from the glorious example which he gives,
in concealing from mankind the secrets of his pro-
vidence. The wisest of men cannot pry into the
arcana of heaven ; nor can they divine to-day what
to-morrow may bring forth.

Many instances might be adduced from history
to show the high veneration which was paid to the
art of secrecy™ by the ancients. Pliny informs us,
that Anaxarchus, being imprisoned with a view to
extort from him some secrets with which he had
been intrusted, and dreading lest exquisite torture
might induce him to betray his trust, bit his tongue
in the middle, and threw it into the face of Nico-
creon the tyrant of Cyprus. No torments could
make the servants of Plancus betray the secrets of
their master; they encountered every pain with
fortitude, and strenuously supported their fidelity
amidst the most severe tortures, till death put a
period to their sufferings. The-Athenians bowed
to astatue of brass, which was represented without
a tongue, to denote secrecy. The Egyptians wor-
shipped Harpocrates, the god of silence, who was
always represented holding his finger to his mouth.”

m Vide Clem. Alex., Strom. 2. Lucian Demon.—Meurs.
Eleus. c. 20. Suidas, voc. Awayopac 6 Mnheog, &c. Si quis
arcanz mysteria Cereris sacra vulgésset, lege morti addicebatur.
—EDITOR. .

n Hence, probably, originated the expression of ‘ Under the
Rose ;” for the rose was the symbol of silence in ancient times.
Lemnius, and others, have recorded that it was the flower of
Venus, which Cupid consecrated unto Harpocrates, the god of
silence, and was, therefore, an emblem thereof, to conceal the

¥ 3
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The Romans had their goddess of silence, named
Angerona, to whom they offered worship. Lycur-
gus, the celebrated lawgiver, as well as Pythagoras,
the great scholar, particularly recommended this
virtue; especially the last, who, as we have before
observed, kept his disciples silent during five years
that they might learn the valuable secrets be had
to communicate unto them. This evinces that he
deemed secrecy the rarest as well as the noblest
art.

Mr. Locke has made several judicious observa-
tions on the answer which is given to the question
here proposed. His being in the dark concerning
the meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I am not sur-
prised at, nor ean I conceive how he could other-
wise'be. ABrac is an abbreviation of the word
Anracapasra. In the days of ignorance and
superstition, that word had a magical signification;
but the explanation of it is now lost. °

pranks of this mischievous little urchin, as is declared in this
tetrastich :— i

Est Rosa flos Veneris, cujus qud facta laterent,
Harpocrati matris, dona dicavit Amor ;

Inde rosam mensis hospes suspendit amicis,
Convive ut sub ed dicta tacenda sciant.

Vide Brown’s Vulg. Err. b. 5, ¢. 22.—EDITOR.

© Mr. Hutchinson, in his ingenions treatise, intitled The
Spirit of Masonry, gives the following explaunation of the word
ABrAc; which, as it is curious, I shall here insert in that gen-
tleman’s own words .

¢ ABRAC, or ABRACAR, was a name which Basilides, a religious
of the second century, gave to God; who, he said, was the
author of three hundred and sixty-five.

 The author of this superstition is said to have lived in the
time of Adrian, and that it had its name after ABRASAX or
ABRrAXAS, the denomination which Basilides gave to the Deity.
He called him the Supreme God, and ascribed to him seven
subordinate powers or angels, who preside over the heavens:
and also, according to the number of the days in the year, held
that three hundred and sixty-five virtues, powers, or intelli-
gences, existed as the emanations from God ; the value, or nu-
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Our celebrated annotator has taken no notice of
the Masons having the art of working miracles, and
foresaying things to eome. But this was certainly
not the least important of their doctrines; hence
astrology was admitted as one of the arts which
they taught, and the study of it was warmly recom-
mended in former times.

The ancient philosophers applied with unwearied
diligence to discover the aspects, magnitude, dis-
tances, motions, and revelutions of the heavenly
bodies ; and according to the discoveries they made,
pretended to foretell future events, and to deter-
mine concerning the secrets of Providence. This
study afterwards became a regular science.

Page 94. Wylle he teche me thay same artes 7]
By the answer to this question, we learn the neces.
sary qualifications which are required in a candi-

merical distinction of the letters in the word, according to the
ancient Greek numerals, made 365.
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‘“ Among antiquaries, ABRAXAS is an antigue gem,.or stone,
with the word ABRAXAS engraved on it. There are a great
many kinds of them, of various figures and sizes, mostly as old
ag the third century. Persons professing the religious principles
of Basilides wore this gem with great veneration as an amulet,
from whose virtues, and the protection of the Deity, to whom it
was consecrated, and with whose name it was inscribed, the
wearer derived health, prosperity and safety.

““ There is deposited in the British Musenm such a gem, which
is a beril stone, of the form of an egg. The head is in cameo,
the reverse in intaglio.

¢ In Church history, ABRAX is noted as a mystical term, ex-
pressing the Supreme God ; under whom the Basilideans sup-
posed three hundred and sixty-five dependent deities: it was
the principle of the Gnostic heresy, whence sprang their mul-
titudes of thaons. From ABRAXAS proceeded their PRImMO-
GENIAL MIND ; from the Primogenial Mind, the Locos, orWord ;
from the Logos, the PErONESIS, or Prudence ; from the Phro-
neesis, SopHIA and DyNaMIS, or Wisdom and Strength ; from
these two proceeded PRINCIPALITIES, POWERS, and ANGELS ;
and from these, other angels, to the number of three hundred
and sixty-five, who were supposed to have the government of
so many celestial orbs committed to their care.”
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date for Masonry-—a good character, and an able
capacity. !

Page 94. Dothe all Maconnes kunne more
then odher menne?] The answer only implies
that Masons have a better opportunity than the
rest of mankind to improve in useful knowledge ;
though a want of capacity in some, and of appli-
cation in others, obstructs the progress of many.

Page 94. Are Magonnes gudder menne then
odhers?] Masons are not understood to be, col-
lectively, more virtuous in their lives and actions
than other men ; but it is an undouhted fact, that
a strict conformity to the rules of the profession
may make them better men than they otherwise
would be.

Page 94. Dothe Magonnes love eidher odher
myghtylye as beeth sayde ?] The answer to this

uestion is truly great, and is judiciously remarked
upon by the learned annotator.

By the answers to the three last questions, the
objections of cavillers against Masonry are amply
refuted ; the excellency of the Institution is dis-
played ; and every censure against it, on account
of the transgressions of its professors, entirely
removed. A bad man, if his character be known,
can never be enrolled in our records; and should
we be unwarily led to receive an improper object,
then our endeavours are exerted to reform him :
so that, by being a Mason, it is probable he may
become a better subject to his sovereign, and a
more valuable member of society, than he would
have done had he not been in the way of those
advantages.

To conclude, Mr. Locke’s observations on the
whole of this curious manuseript deserve a serious
and careful examination ; and though he was not
at the time one of the Brotherhood, he seems
pretty clearly to have comprehended the value
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and importance of the system which he endea-
voured to illustrate. We may, therefore, fairly
conjecture, that the favourable opinion which he
conceived of the Society of Masons hefore his
admission, was sufficiently confirmed after his ini-
tiation.
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BOOK IV.

THE HISTORY OF MASONRY IN ENGLAND TO
THE GREAT MASONIC RE-UNION IN 1813.

§ 1. Masonry carly introduced into England.—Account of the
Druids,— Progress of Masonry in Ingland under the Romans.
—Masons highly favoured by St. Alban.

Tre history of Britain, previous to the invasion
of the Romans, is so mixed with fable, as not to
afford any atlsfactory account, cither of the
original inhabitants of the mland or of the arts
practlscd by them. It appears, however from the
writings of the best historians, that they were not
destitute of genius or taste; and there are yet in
being the remains of some stupendous works exe-
cuted by them much earlier than the time of the
Romans; which, though defaced by time, display
no small share of ingenuity, and are convincing
proofs that the science of Masonry was not un-
known even in those rude ages.

The Druids retained among them many usages
similar to those ,of Masons;? but of what they
consisted, at this remote period, we cannot with
certainty discover. In conformity to the ancient
practices of the Fraternity, we learn that they
held their assemblies in woods and groves, ¢ and

P A full description of the Druidical ceremonies may be found
1]§1d the ¢ History of Initiation,” new ed. Lecture ix. by the
itor.

9 These sacred groves were usually of oak, but in Arabia
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observed the most impenetrable secrecy in their
principles and opinions; a circumstance which we
have reason to regret; as these, being known
only to themselves, must have perished with
them.

The Druids were the priests of the Britons,
Gauls, and other Celtic nations, and were divided
into three classes : the Bards, who were poets
and musicians, formed the first class; the Vates,
who were priests and physiologists, composed the
second class ; and the third class consisted of the
Druids, who added moral philosophy to the study
of physiclogy. ;

As study and speculation were the favourite
pursuits of those philosophers, it has been sug-
gested that they chiefly derived their system
of government from Pythagoras. Many of his
tenets and doctrines seem to have been adopted
by them. In their private retreats, they entered
into a disquisition on the origin, laws, and pro-
perties of matter, the form and magnitude of the
universe, and even ventured to-explore the most
sublime and hidden secrets of Nature. On these
subjects they formed a variety of hypotheses,
which they delivered to their disciples in verse, in
order that they might be more easily retained in
memory ; and administered an oath not to commit
them to writing.

some of the tribes worshipped the Acacia. ‘A tree,” says
Sale, in his preliminary discourse to the Koran (sec. 1), “called
the Egyptian thorn, or Acacia, was worshipped by the tribes of
Ghatfan, under the name of Al Uzza, first consecrated by one
Dhélem, who built a chapel over it, called Boss, so contrived as
to give a sound when any person entered. Kbaled Ebn Walid
being sent by Mohammed, in the eighth year of the Hajira, to
destroy this idol, demolished the chapel, and cutting down this
tree, or image, burnt it ; he alsoslew the priestess, who ran out,
with her hair dishevelled, and her hands on her head as a sup-
pliant. The name of this deity is derived from the root azza, and
signifies Most Mighty.”—EDITOR.
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In this manner the Druids communicated their
particular tenets, and concealed under the veil of
mystery every branch of useful knowledge ; which
tended to secure to their order universal admira-
tion and respect ; while the religious instructions
propagated by them were everywhere received with
reverence and submission. They were intrusted
with the education of youth ; and from their semi-
naries issued many curious and valuable produc-
tions. As judges of law, they determined all causes,
ecclesiastical and civil ; as tutors, they taught phi-
losophy, astrology, politics, rites, and ceremonies ;
and as bards, in their songs they recommended
the heroic deeds of great men to the imitation of
posterity.

To enlarge on the usages that prevailed among
those ancient philosophers, on which we can offer
at best but probable conjectures, would be a need-
less waste of time; we shall therefore leave the
experienced Mason to make his own reflections
on the affinity of their practices to the rites esta-
blished among the Fraternity,” and proceed to a
disquisition of other particulars and occurrences,
which are better authenticated, and of more im-
portance.

On the arrival of the Romans in Britain, arts
and sciences began to flourish. According to the
progress of civilization, Masonry rose into esteem ;
hence we find that Caesar, and several of the Ro-
man generals who succeeded him in the govern-
ment of this island, ranked themselves as patrons
and protectors of the Craft. At this period, the
Fraternity were employed in erecting walls, forts,
bridges, cities, temples, palaces, courts of justice,

¥ A careful perusal of my ‘‘ History of Initiation,” compared
with the former part of the present work, will satisfactorily
determine this point.—EDITOR,
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and other stately works; but history is silent re-
specting their mode of government, and affords no
information with regard to the usages and customs
prevalent among them. Their lodges or conven-
tions were regularly held ; but being open only to
the initiated, the legal restraints they were under
prevented the public communication of their pri-
vate transactions. )

The wars which afterwards broke out between
the conquerors and conquered considerably ob-
structed the progress of Masonry in Britain; so that
it continued in a very low state till the time of the
emperor Carausius, by whom it was revived under
his own immediate auspices. Having shaken off the
Roman yoke, he contrived the most effectual means
to render his person and government acceptable to
the people; and, by assuming the character of a
Mason, he acquired the love and esteem of the most
enlightened part of his subjects. He possessed real
merit, encouraged learning and learned men, and
improved the country in the civil arts. In order
to establish an empire in Britain, he brought into
his dominions the best workmen and artificers from
all parts ; all of whom, under his auspices, enjoyed
peace and tranquillity. Among the first class of his
favourites he enrolled the Masons ; for their tenets
he professed the highest veneration, and appointed
Albanus, his steward, the principal superintendent
of their assemblies. Under his patronage, lodges
and conventions of the Fraternity were formed,
and the rites of Masonry regularly practised. To
enable the Masons to hold a general council to
establish their own government, and correct errors
among themselves, he granted to them a charter,
and commanded Albanus to preside over them in
person as Grand Master. This worthy knight
proved a zealous friend to the Craft, and assisted
at the initiation of many persons into the myste-
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ries of the Order. To this council the name of
Assembly was afterwards given. ®

Albanus was born at Verulam (now St. Alban’s,
in Hertfordshire), of a noble family. In his youth
he travelled to Rome, where he served seven years
under the emperor Diocletian.  On his return
home, by the example and persuasion of Amphi-
balus of Caerleon (now Chester), who had ac-
companied him in his travels, he was converted
to the Christian faith ; and, in the tenth and last
persecution of the Christians, was beheaded,
A.p. 303.

St. Alban was the first who suffered martyrdom
for the Christian religion in Britain, of which the
Venerable Bede gives the following account :—

The Roman governor, having been informed
that St. Alban harboured a Christian in his house,
sent a party of soldiers to apprehend Amphibalus.
St. Alban immediately put on the habit of his
guest,' and presented himself to the officers. Being

* An old MS. which was destroyed, with many others, in
1720, said to have been in the possession of Nicholas Stone, a
curious _sculptor under Inigo Jones, contained the following
particulars :—

¢ St. Alban loved Masons well, and cherished them much,
and made their pay right good ; for he gave them ijs. per weeke,
and iiijd. to their cheer ;¥ whereas, before that time, in all the
land, a Mason had but a penny a day, and his meat, until
St. Alban mended it. And he gott them a charter from the King
and his counsell for to hold a general counsell, and gave itt to
name Assemblie. Thereat he was himselfe, and did helpe to
make Masons, and gave them good charges.”

t The garment which Alban wore upon this occasion was
called & caracalla ; it was a kind of cloke with a cowl, resembl-
ing the vestment of the Jewish priests. Walsingham relates
that it was preserved in a large chest in the church of Ely,
which was opened in the reign of Edward II., A.D. 1314 ; and

* A MS., written in the reign of James II., before cited in this volume (p.
72), contains an account of this circumstance, and increases the weekly pay
to 3s. 6d. and 3d. a day for the bearers of burdens.
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carried before a magistrate, he behaved with such
manly freedom, -and so :powerfully supported the
cause of his friend, that he not only incurred the
displeasure of the Judge but brought ipon himself
the punishment above specified.

The old Constitutions: affirm that St. Alban
was employed by Carausius to environ the city
of Verulam with a wall, and to build for him a
splendid palace ; and that to reward his diligence
in exccuting these works, the emperor appointed
him steward of his household, and chief ruler
of the realm. However this may be, from the
corroborating testimonies of ancient historians,
we are assured that this knight was a celebrated
architect, and a real encourager of able workmen;
it cannot therefore be supposed that Free-
masonry would be neglected under so eminent a
patron.

§ 2. History of Masonry in England under St. Austin, King
Alfred, Edward, Athelstane, Edgar, Edward the Confessor,
William the Oanueror, Henry I, »S'tepken, and Henry II
and also under the Knighis Templars ’

After the departure of the Romans from Bri-
tain, Masonry made but a slow progress, and was
almost totally neglected, on account of the irrup-
tions of the Picts and Scots, which obliged the
southern inhabitants of the island to solicit the
assistance of the Saxons, in order to repel these
invaders. As the Saxons increased, the native
Britons sunk into obscurity, and ere long yielded
the superiority to their protectors, acknowledging
their sovereignty and jurisdiction. These rongh

Thomas Rudburn, another writer of equal authority, confirms
this relation ; and adds, that there was found, with his gar-
ment, an old wutmo in these words: ¢ This is the Caracalla of
St. Amphxbalus, the monk and preceptor of St. Alban; in
which that protomartyr of Eogland suffered death, under the
cruel persecution of Diocletian zu:r'unst the Christians.”
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and ignorant heathens, despising everything but
war, soon put a finishing stroke to all the remains
of ancient learning which had escaped the fury of
the Picts and Scots. They continued their depre-
dations with unrestrained rigour, till the arrival of
some pious teachers from Wales and Scotland ;
when, many of these savages being reconciled to
Christianity, Masonry got into repute, and lodges
were again formed ;* but these, being under the
direction of foreigners, were seldom convened, and
never attained to any degree of consideration or
importance.

Masonry continued in a declining state till the
year 557 ; when Austin, with forty more monks,
among whom the sciences had been preserved,
came into England. Austin was commissioned by
Pope Gregory to baptize Ethelbert, king of Kent,
who appointed him the first archbishop of Canter-
bury. This monk, and his associates, propagated
the principles of Christianity among the inhabi-
tants of Britain; and by their influence, in little
more than sixty years, all the kings of the hep-
tarchy were converted. Masonry flourished under
the patronage of Austin, and many foreigners came
into England, who introdnced the Gothic style
of building. Austin seems to have been a zealous
encourager of architecture, and appeared at the
head of the Fraternity in founding the old cathe-
dral of Canterbury in 600, and the cathedral of
Rochester in 602; St. Paul’s, London, in 604 ;
St. Peter’s, Westminster, in 605; and many
others." Several palaces and castles were built
under his auspices, as well as other fortifica-
tions on the borders of the kingdom, which very
considerably increased the number of Masons in
England.

u See the ‘“ Book of Constitutions,” edit. 1784, p. 90.
¥ See the ‘“ Monasticon Anglicanum.”
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Some expert Brethren, who had arrived from
France in 680, formed themselves into a Lodge
under the direction of Bennet, abbot of Wirral,
who was soon after appointed by Kenred, king of
Mercia, inspector of the lodges, and general super-
intendent of the Masons.

During the Heptarchy, Masoury continued in a
low state; but in the year 856, it revived under
the patronage of St. Swithin, who was employed
by Ethelwolph, the Saxon king, to repair some
pious houses ; and from that time it gradually im-
proved, till the reign of Alfred, a.p. 872 ; when,
in the person of that prince, it found a zealous
protector. »

Masonry has generally kept pace with the pro-
gress of learning ; the patrons and encouragers of
the latter having been most remarkable for cul-
tivating and promoting the former. No prince
studied more to polish and improve the under-
standing of his subjects than Alfred, ¥ and no one
ever proved a better friend to Masonry. By his
indefatigable assiduity in the pursuit of know-
ledge, his example had a powerful influence in
reforming the dissolute and barbarous manners
of his people.

¥ Hume, in his ‘ History of England,” relates the following
particulars of this celebrated prince :—

‘¢ Alfred usually divided his time into three equal portions:
one was employed in sleep, and the refection of his body by diet
and exercise ; another, in the despatch of business ; and a third
in study and devotion. That he might more exactly measure
the hours, he made use of burning tapers of equal lengths, which
be fixed in lanterns; an expedient suited to that rude age,
when the art of describing sundials, and the mecharism of
clocks and watches, were totally unknown. By this regular
distribution of time, though he often laboured under great
bodily infirmities, this martial hero, who fought in person fifty-
six battles by sea and land, was able, during a life of no extra-
ordinary length, to acquire more knowledge, and even to com-
pose more books, than most studious men, blessed with greater
leisure and application, have done in more fortunate ages.”
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As this prince was not mnegligent in giving
encouragement to the mechanical arts, Masonry
claimed a great part of his attention. He invited,
from all quarters, industrious foreigners to re-
people his country which had been desolated
by the ravages of the Danes, and introduced and
encouraged manufactures of all kinds among them.
No inventor or improver of any ingenious art did
he suffer to go unrewarded ; and he appropriated
a seventh part of his revenue to maintain a number
of workmen, whom he constantly employed in
rebuilding his ruined cities, castles, palaces, and
monasteries. The university of Oxford was founded
by him.

On the death of Alfred in 900, Edward suc-
ceeded to the throne; during whose reign the
Masons continued to hold their Lodges under
the sanction of Ethred, his sister’s husband, and
Ethelward, his brother, to whom the- care of the
Fraternity had been intrusted. Ethelward was a
prince of great learning, and an able architect : he
founded the university of Cambridge.

Edward died in 924, and was succeeded by
Athelstane, his son, who appointed his brother
Edwin patron of the Masons. This prince pro-
cured a charter from Athelstane, empowering
them to meet annually in communication at York ;
where the first Grand Lodge of England was
formed in 926, at which Edwin presided as Grand
Master. Here many old writings were produced
in Greek, Latin, and other languages, from which
the Constitutions of the English Lodges are
derived. *

* A record of the Society, written in the reign of Edward IV,
said to have been in the possession of the famous Elias Ashmole,
founder of the museum at Oxford, and which was unfortunately
destroyed, with other papers on the subject of Masonry, at the

Revolution, gives the following account of the state of Masonry
at this period :—
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Athelstane kept his court for some time at York,
where he received several embassies from foreign

¢ That though the ancient records of the Brotherhood in Eng-
land were many of them destroyed, or lost, in the wars of the
Saxons and Danes, yet King Athelstane (the grandson of King
Alfrede the Great, a mighty architect), the first anointed King
of England, and who translated the Holy Bible into the Saxon
tongue (A.D. 930), when e had brought the land into rest and
peace, built many great works, and encouraged many Masons
from France, who were appointed overseers thereof, and
brought with them the charges and regulations of the Lodges, pre-
gerved since the Roman times ; who also prevailed with the king
to improve the Constitution of the English Lodges according
to the foreign model, and to increass the wages of working
Masons.

“ That the said King’s brother, Prince Edwin, being taught
Masonry, and taking upon him the charges of a Master Mason,
for the love he had to the said Craft, and the honourable prin-
ciples whereon it is grounded, purchased a free charter of
King Athelstane for the Masons ; having a correction among
themselves (as it was anciently expressed), or a freedom and
power to regulate themselves, to amend what might happen
amiss, and to hold a yearly communication and general assem-
bly.
% That, accordingly, prince Edwin summoned all the Masons
in the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who came
and composed a general Lodge, of which he was Grand Master ;
and having brought with them all the writings and records
extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and
other languages, from the contents thereof that assembly did
frame the Constitutions and Charges of an English Lodge, made
a law to preserve and observe the same in all time coming, and
ordained good pay for working Masons, &e.”

From this ®ra we date the re-establishment of Freemasonry
in England. There is at present a Grand Lodge of Masons in
the city of York, who trace their existence from this period.
By virtue of Edwin’s charter, it is said, all the Masons in the
realm were convened at a general assembly in that city, where
they established a General or Grand Lodge for their future
governmen$. Under the patronage and jurisdiction of this Grand
Lodge, it is alleged, the Fraternity considerably increased;and
kings, princes, and other eminent persons, who had been initiated
into Masonry, paid due allegiance to that Grand Assembly, But
as the events of the times were various and fluctuating, that
Assembly was more or less respectable; and in proportion as
Masonry obtained encouragement, its influience was more or
less extensive. The appellation of Ancient York Masons is well
known in Ireland and Scotland ; and the universal tradition
amongst the Brethren is that the appellation originated at
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princes, with rich presents of various kinds. He
was loved, honoured, and admired by all the princes
of Europe, who courted his friendship and alliance.

Auldby, near York. This carries with it some marks of con-
firmation ; for Auldby was the seat of Edwin.

There is every reason to believe that York was deemed the
original seat of Masonic government in this country ; no other
place has pretended to claim it ; and the whole Fraternity have,
at various times, universally acknowledged allegiance to the
authority established tbere : but whether the present association
in that city be entitled to the allegiance, is a subject of inquiry
which is not my province to investigate. To that Assembly
recourse must be had for information. Thus much, however, is
certain, that if a General Assembly or Grand Lodge was held
there (of which there is little doubt, if we can only rely on our
records and constitutions, as it is said to have existed there in
Queen Elizabeth’s time), there is no evidence of its regular re-
moval to any other place in the kingdom ; and upon that ground
the Brethren at York may probably claim the privilege of asso-
ciating in that character. A number of respectabie meetings
of the Fraternity appear to have been convened at sundry times
in different parts of England ; but we cannot find an instance
on record, till a very late period, of a general meeting (so called)
being held in any other place beside York.

To understand this matter more clearly, it may be necessary to
advert to the original institution of that assembly called a General
or Grand Lodge. It was not then restricted, as it i3 now under-
stood to be, to the Masters and Wardens of private Lodges,
with the Grand Master and Wardens at their head ; it consisted
of as many of the Fraternity at large as, being within a con-
venient distance, could attend, once or twice a year, under the
auspices of one general head, who was elected and installed at
one of these meetings ; and who, for the time being, received
homage as the sole governor of the whole body. The idea of
confining the privileges of Masonry, by a warrant of constitu-
tion, to certain individuals convened on certain days at certain
places, had then no existence. There was but one family among
Masons, and every Mason was a branch of that family. It is
true the privileges of the different degrees of the Order always
centred in certain members of the Fraternity : who, according
to their advancement in the Art, were authorized by the ancient
charges to assemble in, hold, and rule Lodges, at their will and
discretion, in such places as best suited their convenience, and
when so assembled, to receive pupils and deliver instructions in
the Art; but all the tribute from these individuals, separately
and collectively, rested ultimately in the General Assembly ; to
which all the Fraternity might repair, and to whose award all
were bound to pay submission.
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He was a mild sovereign, a kind brother, and a
true friend. The only blemish which historians
find in his whole reign, is the supposed murder of
his brother Edwin. This youth, who was dis-
tinguished for his virtues, having died two years
before his brother, a false report was spread, of his
being wrongfully put to death by him. But this
is s0 1mpr0bable in itself, so inconsistent with the
character of Athelstane, and indeed so slenderly
attested, as to be undeserving a place in history.

The activity and princely conduct of Edwin
qualified him 1n every respect, to preside over the
Masons,” who were employed under him in re-
pairing and building many churches and superb
edifices, which had been destroyed by the ravages
of the Danes, and other invaders, not only in the
city of York, but at Beverley, and other places.

On the death of Edwin, Athelstane undertook

in person the direction of the Lodges; and under
his sanction the Art of Masonrywas propagated in
peace and security.
- When Athelstane died, the Masons dispersed,
and the Lodges continued in a very unsettled state
till the reign of Edgar in 960; when the Frater-
nity were again collected by St. Dunstan, under
whose auspices they were employed on some pious
structures ; but it does not appear that they met
with any permanent encouragement.

After Edgar’s death, Masonry remained in a
low condition upwards of fifty years. In 1041 it
revived under the patronage of Edward the Con-
fessor, who superintended the execution of several

7 A copy of the Constitutions made by this Grand Lodge may
be found in the old Royal Library at the British Museum (Bib.
Reg. 174, I. ff. 32), and published by Mr. Halliwell in 1840.
This document I take to be a veritable copy of the original York
Coustitutions, for reasons that I have stated in extenso in the
American F. Q. R, for 1858, p. 546,—EDITOR.

G
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great works. He rebuilt Westminster Abbey,
assisted by Leofrick, earl of Coventry, whom he
appointed to superintend the Masons. The abbey
of Coventry, and many other structures, were
finished by this accomplished architect.

William the Conqueror having acquired the
crown of England in 1066, he appointed Gundulph,
bishop of Rochester, and Roger de Montgomery,
earl of Shrewsbury, joint patrons of the Masons,
who at this time excelled bothin civil and military -
architecture. Under their auspices the Fraternity
were employed in building the Tower of London,
which was completed in the reign of William
Rufus, who rebuilt London Bridge with wood, and
first constructed the palace and hall of West-
minster in 1087,

On the accession of Henry I. the Lodges con-
tinued to assemble. Trom this prince the first
Magna Charta, or charter of liberties, was ob-
tained by the Normans. Stephen succeeded Henry
in 1135, and employed the Fraternity in building
a chapel at Westminster, now the House of Com-
mons, and several other works. These were finished
under the direction of Gilbert de Clare, marquis
of Pembroke, who at this time presided over the
Lodges.

During the reign of Henry II. the Grand Master
of the KnightsTemplars superintended the Masons,
and employed them in building their Temple in
Fleet Street, A.D.1155. Masonry continued under
the patronage of this order till the year 1199,
when John succeeded his brother Richard on the
throne of England. Peter de Colechurch was
then appointed Grand Master. He began to re-
build London Bridge with stone, which was after-
wards finished by William Alecmain in 1209.
Peter de Rupibus succeeded Peter de Colechurch
in the office of Grand Master, and Geoffrey Fitz-
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Peter, chief surveyor of the king’s works, acted as
his deputy. Under the auspices of these two
artists, Masonry flourished in England during the
remainder of this and the following reign.

§ 8. History of Masonry in England during the Reigns of Henry
11, -Edward I., Edward Il., Edward IIl., Richard II.,
Henry IV., Henry V., and Henry V1.

On the accession of Edward I. A.D. 1272, the
care of the Masons was intrusted to Walter Gif-
fard, archbishop of York ; Gilbert de Clare, earl
of Gloucester; and Ralph; lord of Mount Her-
mer, the progenitor of the family of the Monta-
gues. These architects superintended the finishing
of Westminster Abbey, which had been begun in
1220, during the minority of Henry III.

The collegiate chapel of Westminster, in honour
of St. Stephen, was begun to be rebuilt by king
Edward ; at which the Masons were employed
more than two years.?

That the building of this chapel was completed
we are not informed; but we learn from Stowe,
that a great fire broke out in the lesser hall of the
royal palace at Westminster, which communicated
to the adjoining monastery, and consumed the
whole. It does not appear that the building was
restored during this reign, as the wars in Scotland
in which the king was engaged, did not allow him
leisure to renew his labours; nor had he sufficient
wealth to carry on such a work.

z In the Exchequer rolls is preserved a curious account of the
expenses incurred on that occasion. It appears that the daily
pay of the carpenters was 5d. ; that of the other workmen, 31d.,
3d., and 23d. Although the weekly expenses were but trifling,
the amount of the whole was considerable.

Thomas of Canterbury, Master-Mason, is supposed to have
been the principal architect ; and Hugh de St. Albans and John
de Cotton were the chief painters, and had the highest wages,
viz. a shilling a day.—EDITOR.

G 2
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In the reign of Edward II. the Fraternity were
employed in building Exeter and Oriel Colleges,
Oxford ; Clare Hall, Cambridge ; and many other
structures; under the auspices of Walter Staple-
ton, bishop of Exeter, who had been appointed
Grand Master in 1307.

Masonry flourished in England during thereign
of Edward III., who became the patron of science,
and the encourager of learning. e applied with
indefatigable assiduity to the Constitutions of the
Order; revised and meliorated the Ancient Charges;
and added several useful regulations to the original
code of laws.* He patronized the Lodges, and

* An old record of the Society runs thus :—

“ In the glorious reign of King Edward III., when Lodges
were more frequent, the Right Worshipful the Master and
Fellows, with consent of the lords of the realm (for most great
men were then Masons), ordained,

“ That for the future, at the making or admission of a
brother, the Constitution and the Ancient Charges should be
read by the Master or Warden.

‘““That such as were to be admitted Master-Masons, or
masters of work, should be examined whether they be able of
cunning to serve their respective lords, as well the lowest as the
highest, to the honour and worship of the aforesaid Art, and to
the profit of their lords ; for they be their lords that employ
and pay them for their service and travel.”

The following particulars are also contained in a very old MS.
of which a copy 18 said to have been in the possession of the late
George Payne, Esq., Grand Master in 1718 :—

‘““That when the Master and Wardens meet in a Lodge, if
need be, the sheriff of the country, or the mayor of the city, or
alderman of the town, in which the congregation is held, should
be made fellow and sociate to the Master, in help of him against
rebels, and for upbearing the rights of the realm.

‘“ That entered prentices, at their making, were charged
not to be thieves or thieves’ maintainers; that they should
travel honestly for their pay, and love their fellows as them-
selves, and be true to the King of England, and to the realm,
and to-the Lodge.

‘¢ That, at such congregations, it shall be inquired whether:
any Master or Fellow has broke any of the articles agreed to ;
and if the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove rebel, and
will not attend, then the Lodge shall determine against him,
that he shall forswear (or renounce) his Masonry, and shall no
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appointed five deputies under him to inspect the
proceedings of the Fraternity; viz., 1. John de
Spoulee,who rebuilt St. George’s chapel at Windsor,
where the order of the garter was first instituted,
A.D. 1350; 2. William a Wykeham, afterwards
bishop of Winchester, who rebuilt the castle of
Windsor, at the head of 400 Freemasons, A.D.
1357; 3. Robert a Barnbam, who finished St.
George’s Hall at the head of 250 Freemasons,
with other works in the castle, A.D. 18375; 4.
Henry Yeuele (called in the old records the King’s
Freemason), who built the Charter-house, in Lon-
don; King’s Hall, Cambridge; Queenshorough
Castle; and rebuilt St. Stephen’s Chapel, West-
minster; and 5. Simon Langham, abhot of West-
minster, who rebuilt the body of that cathedral
as it now stands. At this period, Lodges were
numerous, and the communications of the Frater-
nity were held under the protection of the civil
magistrate.

Richard II. succeeded his grandfather Edward
III. in 1377, and William a Wykeham was conti-
nued Grand Master. He rebuilt Winchester Hall
as it now stands; and employed the Fraternity in
building New College, Oxford, and Winchester
College ; both of which he founded at his own
expense. ‘

Henry, duke of Lancaster, taking advantage of
Richard’s absence in Ireland, got the parliament
to depose him, and next year caused him to be
murdered. Having supplanted his cousin, he
mounted the throne by the name of Henry IV.,

more use this Craft ; the which if he presume for to do, the
sheriff of the county shall prison him, and take all his goods
into the king’s hands, till his grace be granted him and issued. -
For this cause principally have these congregations been or-
dained, that as well the lowest as the highest should be well and
truly served in this Art aforesaid, throughout all the kingdom
of England. Aumen, so mote it be!”
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and appointed Thomas Fitz-Allen, earl of Surrey,
Grand Master. After the famous victoryof Shrews-
bury, he founded Battle Abbey and Fotheringay ;
and in this reign the Guildhall of London was
built. The king died in 1413, and Henry V.
succeeded to the crown; when Henry Chicheley,
archbishop of Canterbury, obtained the direction
of the Fraternity, under whosc auspices Lodges
and communications were frequent.

Henry VI., a minor, succeeded to the throne in
1422 ; the Parliament endeavoured to disturb the
Masons, by passing the following Act to prohibit
their chapters and conventions :—

3 Hen. VI, cap. i.; A.D. 1425.

Masons shall not confederate in Chapters or
Congregations.

“ WHEREAS, by the yearly congregations and
confederacies made by the Masons in their general
assemblies, the good course and effect of the sta-
tutes of labourers be openly violated and broken,
in subversion of the law, and to the great
damage of all the commons; our sovereign lord
the king, willing in this case to provide a remedy,
by the advice and consent aforesaid, and at the
special request of the commons, hath ordained
and established that such chapters and congrega-
tions shall not be hercafter holden; and if any
such be made, they that cause such chapters and
congregations to be assembled and holden, if they
thereof be convict, shall be judged for felons: and
that the other Masons that come to such chapters
or congregations, be punished by imprisonment of
their bodies, and make fine and ransome at the
king’s will.”’ b

b Judge Coke gives the following opinion on this statute :—
¢ All the statutes concerning labourers before this Act, and
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" This Act was never put in force, nor the Fra-
ternity deterred from assembling, as usual, under
Archbishop Chicheley, whostill continued to pre-
side over them.® Notwithstanding this rigorous
edict, the effect of prejudice and malevolence in an
arbitrary set of men, Lodges were formed in dif-
ferent parts of the kingdom, and tranquillity and
felicity reigned among the Fraternity.

As the attempt of parliament to suppress the
Lodges and communications of Masons renders
the transactions of this period worth attention, it
may not be improper to state the circumstances

whereunto this Act doth refer, are repealed by the statute of
5 Eliz. cap. iv. about A.D. 1562 ; whereby the cause and end of
making this Act is taken away, and consequently the Act is
become of no force ; cessante ratione legis, cessat ipsa lex ; and the
indictment of felony upon the statute must contain, That those
chapters and congregations are to'the violating and breaking of
the good course and effect of the statutes of labourers; which
now cannot be so alleged, because these statutes be repealed.
Therefore this would be put out of the charge of justices of the
peace.”—INSTITUTES, part iii. fol. 19.

It is plain, from the above opinion, that this Act, though
never expressly repealed, can have no force at present. The
Masons may rest very quiet, continue to hold their assemblies,
and propagate their tenets, as long as a conformity to their pro-
fessed principles entitles them to the sanction of government.
Masonry is too well known in this country to raise any suspi-
cion in the legislature. The greatest personages have presided
over the Society ; and under their auspicious government, at
different times, an acquisition of patrons, both great and noble,
has been made. It would, therefore, be absurd to imagine,
that any legal attempt will ever be made to disturb the peace
and harmony of a Society so truly respectable, and so highly
honoured.

¢ The Latin Register of William Molart, prior of Canterbury,
in manuscript, page 88, entitled ¢ Liberatio generalis Domini
Gulielmi Prioris Ecclesize Christi Cantuariensis, erga Festum
Natalis Domini 1429,” informs us, that in the year 1429, during
the minority of this prince, a respectable Lodge was held at
Canterbury, under the patronage of Henry Chicheley, the arch-
bishop ; at which were present Thomas Stapylton, the Master ;
Jobn Morris, custos de la lodge lathomorum, or Warden of the
Lodge of Masons; with fifteen fellow-crafts, and three entered
apprentices ; all of whom are particularly named.
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which are supposed to have givenrise to this harsh
ediet. :

The duke of Bedford, at that time regent of the
kingdom, being in France, the regal power was
vested in his brother Humphrey, duke of Glou-
cester,? who was styled protector and guardian
of the kingdom. The care of the young king’s
person and education was intrusted to Henry
Beaufort, bishop of Winchester, the duke’s uncle.
The bishop was a prelate of great capacity and
experience, but of an intriguing and dangerous
character. As he aspired to the sole govern-
ment of affairs, he had continual disputes with
his nephew the protector, and gained frequent
advantages over the vehement and impolitic
temper of that prince. Invested with power, he
soon began to show his pride and haunghtiness,
and wanted not followers and agents to augment
his influence.

The animosity between the unele and nephew
daily increased, and the authority of Parliament
was obliged to interpose. On the last day of April,
1425, the parliament met at Westminster. The
servauts and followers of the peers coming thither
armed with clubs and staves, oecasioned its being
named TaE Barr ParLiament. Several laws were
made, and, among the rest, the Act for abolishing
the Society of Masons;® at least, for preventing

4 This prince is said to have received a more learned educa-
tion than was usual in his age, to have founded one of the first
public libraries in England, and to have been a great patron of
learned men. If the records of the Society may be relied on,
we have reason to believe that he was particularly attached to
the Masous ; having been admitted into their Order, and assisted
at the initiation of King Henry in 1442.

¢ Dr. Anderson, in the first edition of the Book of Consti-
tutions, in a note, makes the following observation on this
Act:— 3 .
“ This Act was made in ignorant times, when true learning
was a crime, and geometry condemned for conjuration ; but it
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their assemblies and congregations. Their meet-
ings, being secret, attracted the attention of the
aspiring prelate, who determined to suppress
them. :

The sovereign authority being vested in the
duke of Gloucester, as protector of the realm,
the execution of the laws and all that related to
the civil magistrate, centred in him; a fortunate
circumstance for the Masons at this critical junc-
ture. The duke, knowing them to be innocent of
the accusations which the bishop of Winchester
had laid against them, took them under his pro-
tection, and transferred the charge of rebellion.
sedition, and treason, from them to the bishop
and his followers ; who, he asserted, were the first
violators of the public peace, and the most rigorous
promoters of civil discord. -

The bishop, sensible that his conduct could not
be justified by the laws of the land, prevailed on
the king, through the intercession of the Parlia-
ment, whose favour his riches had obtained, to
grant letters of pardon for all offences committed
by him, contrary to the statute of provisors, and
other acts of preemunire ; and five years afterwards
procured another pardon, under the great seal, for

cannot derogate from the honour of the ancient Fraternity ;
whe, to be sure, would never encourage any such confederacy
of their working brethren. By tradition, it is believed, that
the Parliament were then too much influenced by the illiterate
clergy, who were not accepted Masons, nor understood architec-
ture (as the clergy of some former ages), and were generally
thought unworthy of this brotherhood. Thinking they had an
indefeasible right to know all secrets, by virtue of auricular
confession, and the Masons never confessing anything thereof,
the said clergy were highly offended ; and at first, suspecting
them of wickedness, represented them as dangerous to the
State during that minority, and soon influenced the Parliament
to lay hold of such supposed arguments of the working Masons,
for making an Act that might seem to reflect dishonour upon
even the whole Fraternity, in whose favour several Acts had
been before and after that period made.”

G 3
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all crimes whatever, from the creation of the world
to the 26th of July, 1437.

Notwithstanding these precautions of the car-
dinal, the duke of Gloucester drew up, in 1442,
fresh articles of impeachment against him, and
presented them in person to the king; earnestly
entreating that judgment might be passed upon
him, according to his crimes. The king referred
the matter to his council, which was at that time
composed principally of ecclesiastics, who extended
their favour to the cardinal, and made such slow
progress in the business, that the duke, wearied
out with their tedious delays and fraudulent
evasions, dropped the prosecution, and the cardinal
escaped.

Nothing could now remove the inveteracy of
the cardinal against the duke; he resolved to
destroy a man whose popularity might become
dangerous, and whose resentment he bad reason
to dread. The duke having always proved a
strenuous friend to the pubhc, and by the autho-
rity of his birth and station having hitherto pre-
vented absolute power from bem«r vested in the
king’s person, Winchester was enabled to gain
many partisans, who were easily brought to concur
in the ruin of the prince.

To accomplish this purpose, the bishop and his
party concerted a plan to murder the duke. A
parhament was summoned to meet at St. Edmonds-
bury in 1447, where they expected he would be
entnely at their mercy. Having appeared on
the second day of the sessions, he was accused of
treason, and thrown into prison; where he was
found the next day; cruelly murdered. It was
pretended that his death was natural ; but though
his body, which was exposed to public view, bore
no marks of outward injury, there was little doubt
of his having fallen a sacrifice to the vengeance of
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his enemies. After this dreadful catastrophe, five
of his servants were tried for aiding him in his
treasons, and condemned to be hanged, drawn,
and quartered. They were hanged accordingly,
cut down alive, stripped naked, and marked with a
knife to be quartered ; when the marquis of
Suffolk, through a mean and pitiful affectation of
popularity, produced their pardon, and saved their
lives ; the most barbarous kind of mercy that can
possibly be imagined !

The duke of Gloucester’s death was universally
lamented throughout the kingdom. He had long
obtained, and deserved, the surname of coon. He
was a lover of his country, the friend of merit, the
protector of Masons, the patron of the learned,
and the encourager of every useful art. Hisinve-
terate persecutor, the hypocritical bishop, stung
with remorse, scarcely survived him two months;
when, after a long life spent in falsehood and
politics, he sank into oblivion, and ended his days
in misery. f

After the death of the cardinal, the Masons
continued to hold their Lodges without danger of

f The wickedness of the cardinal’s life, and his mean, base,
and unmanly death, will ever be a bar against any vindication
of his memory, for the good which he did while alive, or which
the money he had amassed could do after his death. When in
his last moments, he was heard to utter these mean expressions:
“Why should I die who am possessed of so much wealth ?
If the whole kingdom could save my life, I am able by policy
to preserve it, or by money to purchase it. Will not death be
bribed, and money do everything?”  The inimitable Shak-
speare, after giving a most horrible picture of despair and a tor-
tured conscience, in the person of the cardinal, introduces King
Henry to him with these sharp and piercing words :

“ Lord cardinal, if thou think’st on heaven’s bliss,
Hold up thy hand, make signal of thy hope.—
He dies, and makes no sign.”

Hen. VI. part ii. act 3.

‘¢ The memory of the wicked shall rot, but the unjustly perse-
cuted shall be had in everlasting remembrance.”
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interruption. Henry established various seats of
learning, which he enriched with ample endow-
ments, and distinguished by peculiar immunities ;
thus inviting his subjects to rise above ignorance
and barbarism, and reform their turbulent and
licentious manners. In 1442 he was initiated
into Masonry, and, from that time, spared no
pains to obtain a“complete knowledge of the Art.
He perused the Ancient Charges, revised the Con-
stitutions, and, with the consent of his council,
honoured them with his sanction. &

Encouraged by the example of the sovereign,
and allured by an ambition to excel, many lords
and gentlemen of the court were initiated into
Masonry, and pursued the Art with diligence and
assiduity,” The king in person presided over

& A record in the reign of Edward IY. runs thus: ¢ The
company of Masons, being otherwise termed Freemasons, of
auntient staunding and good reckoninge, by means of affable
and kind meetyngs dyverse tymes, and as a lovinge brotherhode
use to doe, did frequent this mutual assembly in the tyme of
Henry V1. in the twelfth yeare of his most gracious reign, A.D.
1434.” The same record says farther, ‘That the charges and
laws of the Freemasons have been seen and perused by our late
soveraign King Henry VI. and by the lords of his most honour-
able council, who have allowed them, and declared, That they be
right good, and reasonable to be holden, as they have been
drawn out and collected from the records of auntient tymes,”
&e. &c.

From this record it appears that before the troubles which
happened in the reign of this unfortunate prince, Freemasons
were held in high estimation.

b While these transactions were carrying on in England, the
Masons were countenanced and protected in Scotland by King
James I. After his return from captivity, he became the pa-
tron of the learned, and a zealous encourager of Masonry. The
Scottish records relate, that he honoured the Lodges with his
royal presence ; that he settled a yearly revenue of four pounds
Scots (an English noble), to be paid by every Master-Mason in
Scotland to a Grand Master, chosen by the Grand Lodge and
approved by the Crown, one nobly born or an eminent clergy-
man, who had his Deputies in cities and counties; and every
new brother at entrance paid him alsoa fee. His office em-
powered him to regulate in the Fraternity what should not
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the Lodges, and nominated -William Wanefleet,
bishop of Winchester, Grand Master; who built,
at his own expense, Magdalene College, Oxford,
and several pious houses. Eton College, near
Windsor, and King’s College, Cambridge, were
founded in this reign, and finished under the
direction of Wanefleet. Henry also founded
Christ’s College, Cambridge; and his queen,
Margaret of Anjou, Queen’s College, in the same
university. In short, during the life of this
prince, the arts flourished, and many sagacious
statesmen, consummate orators, and admired
writers, were supported by royal munificence.

§ 4. History of Masonry in the South of England, from 1471
to 1567.

Masonry continued to flourish in England till
the peace of the kingdom was interrupted by the
civil wars between the two royal houses of York
and Lancaster ; during which it fell into an almost
total neglect, that continued till 1471, when it
again revived under the auspices of Richard
Beauchamp, bishop of Sarum; who had ‘been
appointed Grand Master by Edward IV., and
honoured with the title of Chancellor of the
Garter, for repairing the castle and chapel of
Windsor.

During the short reigns of Edward V. and
Richard ITI. Masonry was on the decline ; but on
the accession of Henry VII., A.p. 1485, it rose
again into esteem, under the patronage of the
Master and Fellows of the order of St. John at
Rhodes (now Malta), who assembled their Grand

come under the cognizance of law-courts. To him appealed both
Mason and lord, or the builder and founder, when at variance,
in order to prevent law-pleas ; and in his absence they appealed
to his Deputy or Grand Warden that resided next to the pre-
mises,
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Lodge in 1500, and chose Henry their protector.
Under the auspices of this prince, the Fraternity
once more revived their assemblies, and Masonry
resumed its pristine splendour.

On the 24th of June, 1502, a Lodge of Master
Masons was formed in the palace, at which the
king presided in person as Grand Master; who,
having appointed John Islop,abbot of Westminster,
and Sir Reginald Bray, Knight of the Garter, his
wardens for the occasion, proceeded in ample
form to the east end of Westminster Abbey,
where he laid the foundation-stone of that rich
master-picce of Gothic architecture, known by
the name of Henry the VIL’s Chapel.? This
chapel is supported by fourteen Gothic buttresses,
all beautifully ornamented and projecting from
the building in different angles; it is enlightened
by a double range of windows, which throw the
light into such a happy disposition, as at onee to
please the eye, and afford a kind of solemn gloom.
These buttresses extend to the roof, and are
made to strengthen it, by being crowned with

! This chapel was erected by William Bolton, prior of St.
Bartholomew’s, who is denominated the ‘“ Master of the Work,”
in the will of King Henry VII. Leland styles it the miracle of
the world, orbis miraculum ; and Britton (Arch. Ant. vol. v. p.
178) adds, ‘“However extravagant that eulogium may appear,
there is probably no other edifice on the globe in which such
profound geometrical skill has been displayed, mingled with
such luxuriancy of ornament aud such aspiring lightness of
design. It would seem indeed as though the architect had in-
tended to give to stone the character of embroidery, and enclose
his walls in the meshes of lace-work. The buttress towers are
crested by ornamental domes, and enriched with niches and
elegant tracery; the parapets are gracefully wrought with
pierced work ; the cross springers are perforated into airy
forms; and the very cornices are charged, even to profusion,
with armorial cognizances and knotted foliage. The interior is
yet more embellished ; and, at the same time, altogether unpa-
ralleled for its surrounding ranges of statuary and the gorgeous
%egance and peculiarly scientific construction of its vaulting.”—

DITOR.
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Gothic arches. The entrance is from the east end
of the abbey, by a flight of black marble steps,
under a noble arch, leading to the body of the
chapel. The gates are of brass. The stalls on
each side are of oak, as are also the seats, and the
pavement is black and white marble. The cape-
stone of this building was celebrated in 1507.

Under the direction of Sir Reginald Bray, the
palace of Richmond was also built, and many
other stately works. Brasenose College, Oxford,
and Jesus and St. John’s Colleges, Cambridge,
were likewise finished in this reign. -

Henry VIII. succeeded his father in 1509, and
appointed Cardinal Wolsey Grand Master. This
prelate built Hampton Court, Whitehall, Christ-
church College, Oxford, and several other noble
edifices : all of which, upon his disgrace, were
forfeited to the crown, A.p. 1530. Thomas
Cromwell, earl of Essex, succeeded the cardinal in
the office of Grand Master; and employed the
Fraternity in building St. James’s Palace, Christ’s
Hospital, and Greenwich Castle. In 1534, the
king and parliament threw off allegiance to the
pope of Rome; and the king being declared
supreme head of the church, no less than 926
pious houses were suppressed, many of which
were afterwards converted into stately mansions
for the nobility and gentry. Under the direction of
John Touchet, Lord Audley, who, on Cromwell’s
being beheaded in 1540, had succeeded to the
office of Grand Master, the Fraternity were em-
ployed in building Magdalene College, Cambridge,
and several other structures.

Edward VI., a minor, succeeded to the throne
in 1547 ; and his guardlan and regent, Edward
Seymour, duke of Somerset, undertook the ma-
nagement of the Masons,and built Somerset House
in the Strand; which, on his being beheaded, was
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forfeited to the crown in 1552. John Poynet,
bishop of Winchester, then became the patron of
the Fraternity, and presided over the Lodges till
the death of the king in 1553.

The Masons remained without any nominal
patron till the reign of Elizabeth, when Sir Thos.
Sackville accepted the office of Grand Master.
Lodges were held, during this period, in different
parts of England; but the General or Grand
Lodge assembled in York, where the Flatermty
were numerous and 1espectable

The following circumstance is recorded of Eliza-
beth :—Hearing that the Masons were in posses-
sion of secrets which they would not reveal, and
being jealous of all sceret assemblies, she sent an
armed force to York, with intent to break up their
annual Grand Lodge.* This design, however,
was happily frustrated by the interposition of Sir
Thomas Sackville : who took care to initiate some
of the chief officers which she had sent on this duty.
They joined in communication with the Masons,
and made so favourable a report to the queen on
their return, that she countermanded her orders,
and never afterwards attempted to disturb the
meetings of the Fraternity.

Sir Thomas Sackville held the office of Grand
Master till 1567, when he resigned in favour of
Francis Russell, carl of Bedford, and Sir Thomas
Gresham, an eminent merchant, distinguished by
his abilities and great success in trade. To the
former, the care of the Brethren in the northern
part of the kingdom was assigned, while the latter
was appointed to superintend the meetings in the
south, where the Society had considerablyincreased,
in consequence of the honourable report which had

§ X This confirms the observations, in a former note, on the ex-
1stence of the Grand Lodge at York, p. 120, et seq,
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been made to the queen. Notwithstanding this
new appointment of a Grand Master for the south,
the General Assembly continued to meet in the
city of York as heretofore, where all the records
were kept ; and to this assembly appeals were made
on every important occasion.

_§ 5. Progress of Masonry in the South of England, from the
Reign of Elizabeth to the Fire of London in 1666,

The queen, being assured that the Fraternity
were composed of skilful architects and lovers of
the arts, and that state affairs were pointsin which
they never interfered, was perfectly reconciled to
their assemblies, and Masonry made a great pro-
gress during her reign. Several Lodges were held
in different parts of the kingdom, particularly in
London and its environs, where the Brethren in-
ccreased considerably, and many great works were
carried on under the auspices of Sir Thomas
Gresham, from whom the Fraternity received
every encouragement.

Charles Howard, earl of Effingham, succeeded
Sir Thomas in the office of Grand Master, and
continued to preside over the Lodges in the south
till the year 1588 ; when George Hastings, earl of
Huntingdon, was chosen, who remained in that
office till the death of the queen in 1603.

On the demise of Elizabeth, the crowns of Eng-
land and Scotland were united in her successor
James VI. of Scotland, who was proclaimed king
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, on the 25th
March, 1603. At this period, Masonry flourished
in both kingdoms, and Lodges were convened under
the royal patronage. Several gentlemen of fine
taste, who had returned from their travels, full of
laudable emulation to revive the old Roman and
Grecian Masonry, brought home fragments of old
columns, curious dlawmvs, and books of archi-
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tecture. Among the number was the celebrated
Inigo Jones, son of Inigo Jones, a citizen of Lon-
don who was put apprentice to a joiner, and had
a natural taste for the art of designing. Being
first renowned for his skill in landscape pmntmg,
he was patronized by the learned William Herbert,
afterwards carl of Pembroke. Having made the
tour of Italy at his lordship’s expense, and im-
proved under some of the best disciples of the
famous Andrea Palladio, on his return to England
he laid aside the pencil, and, confining his study to
architecture, became the Vitruvius of Britain, and
the rival of Palladio.

This celebrated artist was appointed general sur-
veyor to king James I., under whose auspices the
science of Masonry flourished. He was nominated
Grand Master of England, and was deputized by
his sovereign to preside over the Lodges. During
his administration, several learned men were ini-
tiated into the order, and the Society considerably
increased in consequence and reputation. Inge-
nious artists daily resorted to England, where they
met with great encouragement ; Lodges were insti-
tuted as seminaries of instruction in the seieneces
and polite arts, after the model of the Italian
schools; the communications of the Fraternity were
estabhshed, and the annual festivals regularly
observed.

Many curious and magnificent structures were
finished under the direction of this accomplished
architect; and, among the rest, he was employed,
by command of his sovereign, to plan a new palace
at Whitehall; worthy the residence of the kings of
England, whieh he accordingly exeeuted ; but, for
want of a parliamentary fund, no more of the plan
than the present Banqueting-house was finished.
In 1607 the foundation-stone of this elegant piece
of true Masonry was laid by King James, in pre-
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sence of Grand Master Jones, and his Wardens,
‘William Herbert, earl of Pembroke, and Nicholas
Stone, Esq., Master Mason of England, who were
attended by many Brothers, clothed in form, and
other eminent persons, who had been invited on
the occasion. The ceremony was condncted with
great pomp and splendour, and a purse of broad
pieces of gold laid upon the stone to enable the
Masons to regale.

Inigo Jones continued in the office of Grand
Master till 1618, when he was succeeded by the
earl of Pembroke; under whose auspices many
eminent, wealthy, and learned men were initiated,
and the mysteries of the Order held in high esti-
mation.

On the death of king James, in 1625, Charles
ascended the throne. The earl of Pembroke pre-
sided over the Fraternity till 1630, when he re-
signed in favour of Henry Danvers, earl of Danby ;
who was succeeded, in 1633, by Thomas Howard,
earl of Arundel, the progenitor of the Norfolk
family. In 1635, Francis Russell, earl of Bed-
ford, accepted the government of the Society ; but
Inigo Jones having with indefatigable assiduity
continued to patronize the Lodges during his
lordship’s administration, he was re-elected the
following year, and continued in office till his
death, in 1646.'

! That Lodges continued regularly to assemble at this time,
appears from the Diary of the learned antiquary Elias Ash-
mole, where he says, ‘1 was made a Freemason at Warrington,
Lancashire, with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham,
in Cheshire, by Mr. Richard Penket, the Warden, and the
Fellow Crafts (all of whom are spec1ﬁed), on 16th October,
1646.” TIn another place of his Diary he says, “On March the
10th, 1682, about 5 hor. post merid., I received a summons to
appear at a Lodge, to be held the next day, at Masons’ Hall in
London—DMarch 11. Accordingly I went, and about noon were
admitted into the Fellowship of Fleemasons, Sir William Wil-
son, Kat., Captain Richard Borthwick, Mr. William Woodman,
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The taste of this celebrated architect was dis-
played in many curious and elegant structures,
both in London and the country; particularly in
designing the magnificent row of Great Queen
Street, and the west side of Lincoln’s-Inn Fields,
with Lindsey House in the centre; the late Chi-
rurgeons’ Hall and theatre, now Barbers’ Hall, in
Monkwell Street ; Shaftesbury House, late the
London Lying-in Hospital for Married Women, in

Mr. William Gray, Mr. Samuel Taylour, and Mr. William Wise.
I was the senior fellow among them, it being thirty-five years
since I was admitted. There were present, beside myself, the
fellows after named: Mr. Thomas Wise, Master of the Masons’
Company this present year, Mr. Thomas Shorthose, and seven
more old Freemiasons. We all dined at the Half-moon Tavern,
Cheapside, at a noble dinner prepared at the charge of the new
accepted Magons.”

An old record of the Society describes a coat of arms much
the same with that of the London company of freemen Masons :
whence it is generally believed that this company is a branch of
that ancient Iraternity ; and in former times no man, it also
appears, was made free of that company until he was initiated
in some Lodge of free and accepted Masons, as a necessary quali-
fication.

The writer of Mr. Ashmole’s Life, gives the following account
of Masonry :—* He [Mr. Ashmole] was elected a Brother of
the company of Free-masons ; a favour esteemed so singular by
the Members, that kings themselves have not disdained to enter
themselves of this Society. From these are derived the adopted
Masons, accepted Masons, or Free-masons ; who are known to
one another all over the world, by certain signals and watch-words
known to them alone. They have several Lodges in different
countries for their reception; and when any of them fall into
decay, the Brotherhood is to relieve them. The manner of their
adoption or admission is very formal and solemn, and with the
administration of an oath of secrecy, which has had better fate
than all other oaths, and has ever been most religiously ob-
served ; nor has the world been yet able, by the inadvertency,
surprise, or folly of any of its members, to dive into this mystery,
or malke the least discovery.”

On the strength of the facts above recorded it has been thought
that at this period Freemasonry had no Third Degree, and I
confess there are some grounds for the conjecture ; because if
such a Degree had bcen in existence, Ashmole would cer-
tainly have known it, which it is pretty clear he did not.—
EpITOR.
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Aldersgate Street ; Bedford House, in Blooms-
bury Square, which is now taken down to make
room for the new buildings in the improvement
of the duke of Bedford’s town estate; Berkeley
House, Picecadilly, lately burnt and rebuilt, now
in the possession of the duke of Devonshire; and
York Stairs, on the bank of the Thames, &ec.
Besides these, he designed Gunnersbury House,
near Brentford ; Wilton House, in Wiltshire ;
Castle Abbey, in Northamptonshire ; Stoke Park;
part of the quadrangle at St. John’s, Oxford ;
Charlton House, and Cobham Hall, in Kent ;
Coles Hill, in Berkshire; and the Grange, in
Hampshire. '

The breaking out of the civil wars obstructed
the progress of Masonry in England for some time;
but after the Restoration it began to revive under
the patronage of CharlesII., who had been received
into the Order during his exile.™

On the 27th December, 1663, a general assem-
bly was held, at which Henry Jermyn, earl of St.
Alban’s, was elected Grand Master ; who appointed
Sir John Denham, Knt., his deputy, and Mr. (after-.
wards Sir) Christopher Wren,® and John Webb,

m Some Lodges in the reign of Charles IT1. were constituted by
permission of the several noble Grand Masters, and many gentle-
men and famous scholars requested at this time to be admitted
among the Fraternity.

 He was the only son of Dr. Christopher Wren, dean of
Windsor, and was born in 1632. His genius for arts and sciences:
appeared early. At the age of thirteen, he invented a new astro-.
nomical instrument, by the name of Pan-organum, and wrote a
treatise on the origin of rivers. He invented a new pneumatic.
engine, and a peculiar instrument of use in gnomonics, to solve
this problem, viz., “On a known plane, in a known elevation, to:
describe such lines with the expedite turning of rundles to cer-
tain divisions, as by the shadow the style may show the equal
hours of the day.” In 1646, at the age of fourteen, he was
admitted a gentleman commoner in Wadham College, Oxon,
where he greatly improved under the instructions and friendship
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his Wardens. Several useful regulations® were
made at this assembly, for the better govern-

of Dr. John Wilkins and Dr. Seth Ward, who were gentlemen
of great learning, and afterwards promoted by King Charles II.
to the mitre. His other numerous juvenile productions in
mathematics prove him to be a scholar of the highest eminence.
He assisted Dr. Scarborough in anatomical preparations and
experiments upon the muscles of the human body ; whence are
dated the first introduction of geometrical and mechanical specu-
lations in anatomy. He wrote discourses on the longitude ; on
the variations of the magnetical needle ; de r¢ nautica veterum ;
how to find the velocity of a ship in sailing ; of the improvement
of galleys ; and how to recover wrecks. Beside these, he treated
on the most convenient way of using artillery on shipboard ; how
to build in deep water ; how to build a mole into the sea, without
Puzzolan dust or cisterns ; and of the improvement of river navi-
gation, by the joining of rivers. In short, the works of this ex-
cellent genius appear to be rather the united efforts of a whole
century, than the production of one man.

° Among other regulations made at this assembly were the
following :—

1. That no person, of what degree soever, be made or accepted
a Freemason unless in a regular Lodge, whereof oune to be a
Master or a Warden in that limit of division where such Lodge
is kept, and another to be a craftsman in the trace of Free-
masonry.

2. That no person hereafter shall be accepted a Freemason,
but such as are of able body, honest parentage, good reputation,
and an observer of the laws of the land.

3. That no person hereafter who shall be accepted a Freema-
son, shall be admitted into any Lodge or assembly until he has
brought a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation
from the Lodge that accepted him, unto the Master of that
limit or division where such Lodge is kept. And the said
Master shall enrol the same in a roll of parchment to be kept
for that purpose, and shall give an account of all such acceptations
at every general assembly.

4. That every person who is now a Freemason shall bring to
the Master a note of the time of his acceptation, to the end the
same may be eunrolled in such priority of place as the Brother
deserves ; and that the whole company and fellows inay the
better know each other.

5. That for the future the said Fraternity of Freemasons
shall be regulated and governed by one Grand Master, and as
many Wardens as the said Society shall think fit to appoint at
every annual general assembly.

6. That no person shall be accepted unless he be twenty-one
years old, or more.

Several records of the Society of this and the preceding reign
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ment of the Lodges, and the greatest harmony
prevailed among the Brethren at their various
meetings.

Thomas Savage, earl of Rivers, having suc-
ceeded the earl of St. Alban’s in the office of
Grand Master in June, 1666, Sir Christopher
Wren was appointed deputy under his lordship;
in which office he distinguished himself more than
any of his predecessors in promoting the pros-
perity of the few Lodges that occasionally met
at this time, particularly the old Lodge of St.
Paul’s,? now the Lodge of Antiquity, which he
patronized upwards of eighteen years. The
honours which this celebrated character after-
wards received in the Society, are evident proofs
of the attachment of the Fraternity towards
him. »

§ 6: The History of Masonry in England from the Fire of Londond -
to the Accession of George I.

The year 1666 afforded a singular and awful
occasion for the utmost exertion of Masonic abili-
ties. The city of London, which had been visited
in the preceding year by the plague, to whose

ravages, it is computed, above 100,000 of its inha-

were lost at the Revolution; and not a few were too hastily
burnt in our own times by some scrupulous Brothers, from a
fear of making discoveries prejudicial to the interests of the
Order.

? It appears from the records of the Lodge of Antiquity, that
Mr. Wren at this time attended the meetings regularly ; and
that, during his presidency, he presented to that Lodge three
mahogany candlesticks, which are still preserved, and highly
prized, as a memento of the esteem of the honourable donor.

4 For many of the particulars contained in this Section, I am
indebted to Mr. Noorthoucks’s edition of the ‘ Book of Consti-
tutions,” published in 1784 ; which, much to the honour of that
gentleman, is executed in a masterly manner, and interspersed
with several judicious remarks,
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bitants fell a sacrifice,” had scarcely recovered
from the alarm of that dreadful contagion, when
a general conflagration reduced the greatest part
of the city within the walls to ashes. This dreadful
fire broke out on the 2nd of September, at the
house of a baker in Pudding Lane, a wooden
building, pitched on the outside, as were also
all the rest of the houses in that narrow lane.
The house being filled with faggots and brushwood,
soon added to the rapidity of the flames, which
raged with such fury as to spread four ways at
once.

Jonas Moore and Ralph Gatrix, who were ap-
pointed surveyors on this occasion to examine the
ruins, reported, that the fire overran 373 acres
within the walls, and burnt 13,000 houses, 89
parish churches, besides chapels, leaving only 11
parishes standing. The Royal Exchange, Custom-
house, Guildhall, Blackwell Hall, St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral, Bridewell, the two Compters, fifty-two city
companies’ halls, and three city gates, were all
demolished. ~The damage was computed at
10,000,000.. sterling. ®
. After so sudden and extensive a calamity, it be-
came necessary to adopt some regulations to guard
against any such catastrophe in future. It was
therefore determined, that in all the new buildings
to be erected stone and brick should be substi-
tuted in the room of timber. The king and the

r The streets were at this time narrow, crooked, and incom-
modious ; the houses, built chiefly of wood, close, dark, and ill-
contrived ; with several stories projecting beyond each other as
they rose, over the contracted streets. Thus the free circulation
of air was obstructed, the people breathed a stagnant and un-
wholesome element, replete with foul effluvia, sufficient of itself
to generate putrid disorders. From this circumstance, the
inhabitants were continually exposed to contagious disorders,
and the buildings to the ravages of fire.

¢ Anderson’s ‘“ History of Commerce,” vol. ii. p. 130.
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Grand Master immediately ordered Deputy Wren
to draw up the plan of a new city, with broad
and regular streets. He was also appointed sur-
veyor-general and principal architect for rebuild-
ing the city, the cathedral of St. Paul, and all the
parochial churches enacted by parliament, in lieu
of those that were destroyed, with other public
structures. This gentleman, conceiving the charge
too important for a single person, selected Mr.
Robert Hook, professor of Geometry in Gresham
College, to assist him; who was immediately em-
ployed in measuring, adjusting, and setting out
the ground of the prwate streets to the several
proprietors. Dr. Wren’s model and plan were
laid before the king and the House of Commons,
and the practicability of the whole scheme, without
the infringement of property, clearly demon-
strated : it unfortunately happened, however, that
* the greater part of the citizens were absolutely
averse to alter their old possessions, and to recede
from building their houses again on the old foun-
dations. Many were unwilling to give up their
properties into the hands of public trustees, till
they should receive an equivalent of more ad-
vantage; while others expressed distrust. All
means were tried to convince the citizens, that
by removing all the churchyards, gardens, &c.,
to the outskirts of the city, sufficient room
would be given to augment the streets, and pro-
perly to dispose of the churches, halls, and other
public buildings, to the perfect satisfaction of
every proprietor; but the representation of all
these improvements had no weight. The citi-
zens chose to have their old city again, under
all its disadvantages, rather than a new one, the
prineiples of which they were unw1lhng to under-
stand, and considered as innovations. Thus an
opportunity was lost, of making the new city the
H
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most magnificent, as well as the most commodious
for health and trade, of any in Europe. The
architect, cramped in the execution of his plan,
was obliged to abridge his scheme, and exert his
utmost labour, skill, and ingenuity, to model the
city in .the manner in which it has since ap-
peared.

On the 238rd of Oectober, 1667, the king in per-
son levelled in form the foundation-stone of the
new Royal Exchange, now allowed to be the finest
in Europe; and on:the 28th of September, 1669,
it was opened by the lord mayor and aldermen.
Round the inside of the square, above the arcades,
and between the windows, are the statues of the
sovereigns of England. In the centre of the square,
is erected the king’s statue to the life in a Ceesa-
rean habit of white marble, executed 1n a masterly
manner by Mr. Gibbons, then Grand Warden of
the Society.

In 1668, the Custom-house for the port of Lon-
don, situated on-the south side -of Thames- street,
was built, adorned with an upper and lower order
of architecture. In the latter, are stone ecolumns
and an entablement of the Tuscan order; and in
the former, are pilasters, entablature, and five pedi~
ments of the Ionic order.  The wings are elevated
on columns, forming piazzas ; and the length of the
building is 189 feet; its breadth in the middle;
375 and at the west end, 60 feet.

This year also, Deputy Wren and  his Warden
‘Webb finished the Theatrum Sheldonium at Oxford,
designed and executed at the private expense of
Gilbert Sheldon, archbishop of Canterbury, an
excellent architect, and able designer. On the
9th of July 1669, the cape-stone of this elegant

* This building was subsequently destroyed by fire, and an
elegant structure erected in its stead.—EDITOR.
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building was celebrated with joy and festivity by
the Craftsmen, and an elegant oration delivered on
the occasion by Dr. South.

Deputy Wren, at the same time, built, at the
expense of the university, that other masterpiece
of architecture, the pretty museum, near this
theatre. ,

In 1671, Dr. Wren began to build that great
fluted column, called the Monument, in memory
of the burning and rebuilding of the city of
London.—This stupendous pillar was finished in
1677.

The rebuilding of the ecity of London was
vigorously prosecuted and the restoration of
St. Paul’s cathedral claimed particular attention.
Dr. Wren drew several designs to discover what
would be most acceptable to the general taste;
and finding persons of all degrees declare- for
magnificence and grandeur, he formed a design
accordm«r to the very best style of Greek and
Roman alch1tectu1e, and caused a large model of
it to be made in wood; but the bishops deciding
that it was not sufficiently in the cathedral style,
the surveyor was ordered to amend it, and he then
produced the scheme of the present structure,
which was honoured with the king’s approbation.
The original model, however, which was only of
the Corinthian order, like St. Peter’s at Rome, is
still kept in an apartment of the cathedral, as a
real curiosity. 2

In 1673, the foundation stone of this magnifi-
cent cathedral designed by Deputy Wren, was
laid in solemn form by the king," attended by
Grand Master Rivers, his architects and craftsmen,

v The mallet with which the King levelled this foundation-
stone was delivered by Sir Chmstopher Wren to the old Lodge
of St. Paul, now the Lodge of Antiquity, where it is still pre-
served as a great curiosity.

0,2
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in the presence of the nobility and gentry, the lord
mayor and aldermen, the bishops and clergy, &ec.
During the whole time this structure was building,
Dr. Wren acted as master of the work and sur-
veyor, and was ably assisted by his wardens, Mr.
Edward Strong and his son.

St. Paul’s cathedral is in the form of a long
cross; the walls are wrought in rustie, and adorned
with two rows of coupled pilastres, one over the
other; the lower Corinthian, and the upper Com-
posite. The spaces between the arches of the
windows, and the architecture of the lower order,
as well as those above, are filled with a variety of
enrichments.

The west front is graced with a most magnifi-
cent portico, a noble pediment, and two stately
turrets. There is a grand flight of steps of black:
marble that extend the whole length of the por-
tico, which consists of twelve lofty Corinthian
columns below, and eight of the Composite order
above; these are all coupled and fluted. The
upper series support a noble pediment, crowned
with its acroteria; and in this pediment is an ele-
gant representation in bas-relief of the conversion
of St. Paul, executed by Mr. Bird, an artist whose
name, on account of this piece alone, is worthy of
being transmitted to posterity.¥

To the north portico, there is an ascent by
twelve cireular steps of black marble, and its dome
is supported by six grand Corinthian columns.
Upon the dome is a well-proportioned urn, finely
ornamented with festoons; over the urn is a pedi-

¥ The figures are well executed ; the magnificent figure of
St. Paul, on the apex of the pedlment with St. Peter on his
right and St. James on his left, produce a fine effect. The four
Evangelists, with their proper emblems, on the front of the
towers, are judiciously disposed and skilfully finished ; St.
Matthew is distinguished by an angel ; St. Mark, by a lion;
St. Luke, by an ox ; and St. J. ohn, by an eagle.
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ment, supported by pilasters in the wall, in the
face of which are carved the royal arms, with the
regalia supported by angels. Statues of five
of the apostles are placed on the top, at proper

‘distances.

The south portico answers to the north, and,
like that, is supported by six noble Corinthian
columns; but as the ground is considerably lower
on this side of the church than the other, the ascent
is by a flight of twenty-five steps. This portico has
also a pediment above, in which is a pheenix rising
out of the flames, with the motto, REsURGAM,*
underneath it, as an emblem of rebuilding the
church. On this side of the huilding are likewise
five statues, which correspond with those on the
apex of the north pediment.

At the east end of the church is a circular pro-
jection for the altar, finely ornamented with the
orders, and with sculpture.

The dome, which rises in the centre of the whole,
is superlatively grand. Twenty feet above the
roof of the church isa circular range of thirty-two
columns, with niches placed exactly against others
within. These are terminated by their entablature,
which supports a handsome gallery, adorned with
a balustrade. Above these columns is a range of
pilasters, with windows between; and from the
entablature of these, the diameter decreases very
considerably ; and two feet above that, it is again

x A curious accident is said to have given rise to this device,
which was particularly observed by the architect as a favourable
omen. When Dr. Wren was marking out the dimensions of the
building, and had fixed on the centre of the great dome, a com-
mon labourer was ordered to bring him a flat stone from among
the rubbish, to leave as a direction to the Masons. The stone
which the man brought happened to be a piece of a gravestone,
with nothing remaining of the inscription but this single word,
in large capitals, RESURGAM ; and this circumstance left an
imprflssiou on Dr. Wren’s mind that could never afterwards be
erased.
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contracted. From this part the external sweep of
the dome begins, and the arches meet at 52 feet
above. On the summit of the dome, is an elegant
balcony, and from its centre rises the lantern,
adorned with Corinthian columns. The whole is
terminated by a ball, on which stands a cross, both
of which are elegantly gilt.

As the old church of St. Paul had a lofty spire,
Dr. Wren was obliged to give his building an
altitude that might secure it from suffering by
the comparison. To do this, he made the dome
without much higher than within, by raising a
cone over the internal cupola, so constructed as to
support an elegant stone lantern on the apex.
This cone is supported by a cupola, formed of
timber, and covered with lead : hetween which and
the cone are casy stairs up to the lantern. Here
the spectator may view contrivances that are truly
astonishing. The outward cupola is only ribbed,
which the architeet thought less Gothic than to
stick it full of such little lights as are in the cupola
of St. Peter’s, that could not without difficulty be
mended, and, if neglected, might soon damage the
timbers. As the architect was sensible that paint-
ings are liable to decay, he intended to have
beautified the inside of the eupola with mosaie
work ; which, without the least fading of colours,
would be as durable as the building itself: but in
this he was over-ruled, though he had undertaken
to procure four of the most eminent artists in that
profession from Italy, for the purpose. This part,
therefore, is decorated by the pencil of Sir James
Thornhill, who has represented ‘the prineipal
passages of St. Paul’s life, in eight compartments.
These paintings are all seen to advantage by
means of a circular opening, through which the
light is transmitted with admirable effect from the
lantern above; but they are now cracked, and sadly
decayed.
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.~ Divine service was performed in the choir of
this cathedral for the first time on the thanksgiving
day. for the peace of Ryswick, Dec. 2,1697 ;7 and
the last stone on the. top-of the lantern laid by
Mr. Christopher Wren, the son:of the-architect,
I d 7hOFw .29 '

While the cathedral of St. Paul’s was carrying
on as a national undertaking, the citizens did not
neglect their own immediate concerns, but restored
such of their halls and gates as had been destroyed.
In April, 1675, was laid the foundation-stone of

the late Bethlehem Hospital for lunatics, in Moor-
fields.* ' ‘ '

v Howell’s Medulla Hist. Ang.

2 This noble fabric, lofty enough to be discerned at sea east-

ward, and at ‘Windsor to the west, was begun and completed
in the space of thirty-five years, by one architect, the great Sir
Christopher Wren ; one principal Mason, Mr. Strong; and
under one bishop of London, Dr. Henry Compton : whereas St,
Peter’s at Rome was 155 years in building, under twelve succes-
sive architects, assisted by the police and interest of the Roman
see, and attended by the best artists in sculpture, statuary,
painting, and mosaic work. .
* The various parts of this superb edifice T have been thus par-
ticular in describing, as it reflects honour on the ingenious
architect who built it, and as there is not an instance on record
of any work of equal magnitude having ever been completed by
one man. :

@ This was a magnificent building, 540 feet long and 40 broad,
besides the two wings, which were not added until several years
afterwards. The middle and ends of the edifice projected a
little, and were adorned with pilasters, entablatures, foliages,
&e., which, rising above the rest of the building, had each a flat
roof, with a handsome balustrade of stone. In the centre was
an elegant turret, adorned with a clock, gilt ball, and vane. The
whole buiding was brick and stone, inclosed by a handsome
wall, 680 feet long, of the same materials. In the centre of the wall
was a large pair of iron gates ; and on the piers on which these
were hung, were two images, in a reclining posture, one repre-
senting raving, the other melancholy, madness. The expression
of these figures is admirable; and they were the workmanship
of Mr, Cibber, the father of the laureat before mentioned. This
building is now destroyed. A new edifice, for the same purpose,
has been erected in St. George’s Fields,—EDITOR.
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The College of Physicians, also, about this time,

discovered some taste in erecting their college in
Warwick-lane, which though little known, is
esteemed by good judges a delicate building.
. The Fraternity were now fully employed; and
by them the following parish churches, which had
been consumed by the great fire, were gradually
rebuilt, or repaired :—

Allhallows, Bread-street, finished 1694, and the steeple com-
pleted 1697 ; Allhallows the Great, Thames-street, 1683 ; All
hallows, Lombard-street, 1694 ; St. Alban, Wood-street, 1685 ;
St. Anne and Agnes, St. Anne's-lane, Aldersgate-street, 1680 ;
St. Andrew’s Wardrobe, Puddledock-hill, 1692 ; St. Andrew’s,
Holborn, 1687 ; St. Anthony’s, Watling-street, 1682 ; St,
Augustin’s, Watling-street, 1683, and the steeple finished 1695 ;
St. Bartholomew’s, Royal Exchange, 1679 ; St. Benedict’s, °
Gracechurch-street, 1685 ; St. Benedict’s, Threadneedle-street,
1673 ; St. Bennet’s, Paul’s Wharf, Thames-street, 1683 ; St.
Bride’s, Fleet-street, 1680, and farther adorned in 1699 ; Christ
Church, Newgate-street, 1687 ; St. Christopher’s, Threadneedle-
street (since taken down to make room for the Bank), repaired
in 1696 ; St. Clement Danes, in the Strand, taken down 1680,
and rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren, 1682 ; St. Clement’s, East
Cheap, St. Clement’s-lane, 1686 ; St. Dionis Back, Lime-street,
1674 ; St. Dunstan’s in the East, Tower-street, repaired in 1698 ;
St. Edmond’s the King, Lombard-street, rebuilt in 1674 ; St.
George, Botolph-lane, 1674 ; St. James, Garlick-hill, 1683 ; St.
James, Westminster, 1675 ; St. Lawrence Jewry, Cateaton-
street, 1677 ; St. Magnus, London Bridge, 1676, aud the steeple
in 1705 ; St. Margaret, Lothbury, 1690 ; St. Margaret Pattens,
Little Tower-street, 1687 ; St. Martin’s, Ludgate, 1684 ; St.
Mary Abchurch, Abchurch-lane, 1686 ; St. Mary's-at-Hill, St.
Mary’s-hill, 1672 ; St. Mary’s, Aldermary, Bow-lane, 1672 ; St.
Mary Magdalen, Old Fish-street, 1685 ; St. Mary Somerset,
Queenhithe, Thames-street, 1683 ; St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside,
1683 ; St. Mary Woolnoth’s, Lombard-street, repaired in 1677 ;
St. Mary, Aldermanbury, rebuilt 1677 ; St. Matthew, Friday-
street, 1685 ; St. Michael, Basinghall-street, 1679 ; St. Michael
Royal, College-hill, 1694 ; St. Michael, Queenhithe, Trinity-
lane, 1677 ; St. Michael, Wood-street, 1675 ; St. Michael,
Crooked-lane, 1688 ; St. Michael, Cornhill, 1672 ; St. Mildred,
Bread-street, 1683 ; St. Mildred, Poultry, 1676 ; St. Nicholas
Cole-Abbey, Old Fish-street, 1677 ; St. Olave’s, Old Jewry,
1673 ; St. Peter’s, Cornhill, 1681 ; St. Sepulchre’s, Snow-hill,
1670 ; St. Stephen’s, Coleman-street, 1676 ; St. Stephen’s, Wal-
brook, behind the Mansion House, 1676 ; St. Swithin’s, Cannon-
street, 1673 ; St. Vedast, Foster-lane, 1697. :
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While these churches, and other public build-
ings were going forward under the direction of
Sir Christopher Wren, King Charles did not con-
fine his improvements to England alone, but com-
manded Sir William Bruce, Bart., Grand Master
of Scotland, to rebuild the palace of Holyrood
House, at Edmburgh, which was accordingly
executed by that architect in the best Augustan
style.

yDurlng the prosecution of the great works above
described, the private business of the Society was
not neglected: Lodges were held at different
places, and many new ones constituted, to which
the best architects resorted.

In 1674, the earl of Rivers resigned the office
of Grand Master, and was succeeded by George
Villiers, duke of Buckingham. He left the care of
the Brethren to his Wardens, and Sir Christopher
Wren, who still continued to act as deputy. In
1679, the duke resigned in favour of Henry Ben-
net, earl of Arlington. Though this nobleman
was too deeply engaged in state affairs to attend
to the duties of Masonry, the Lodges continued
to meet regularly under his sanction, and many
respectable gentlemen joined the Fraternity.

On the death of the king, in 1685, James I1.
succeeded to the throne, during whose reign the
Fraternity were much neglected. The earl of
Arlington dying this year, the Lodges met in
communication, and elected Sir Christopher Wren
Grand Master, who appointed Mr. Gabriel Cibber
and Mr. Edward Strong® his Wardens. Masonry
continued in a declining state for many years, and

b Both these gentlemen were members of the old Lodge of
St. Paul with Sir Christopher Wren, and bore a principal share
in all the improvements which took place after the Fire of Lon-
don ; the latter, in particular, displayed his abilities in the cathe-
dral of St. Paul,

H3
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a few Lodges only occasionally met in different
places. "

At the Revolution, the Society was so much
reduced in the south of England, that no more
than seven regular Lodges met in London and its
suburbs, of which two only were worthy of notice ;
the old Lodge of St. Paul’s, over which Sir
Christopher had presided during the building
of that structure; and a Lodge at St. Thomas’s
Hospital, Southwark, over which Sir Robert Clay-
ton, then Lord Mayor of London, presided during
the rebuilding of that hospital.®

King William, having been privately initiated
into Masonry in 1695, approved the choice of
Sir Christopher Wren as Grand Master, and
honoured the Lodges with his royal sanction, par-
ticularly one at Hampton Court, at which, it is
said, his majesty frequently presided during the
building of the new part of that palace. Kensing-
ton Palace was built during this reign, under the
direction of Sir Christopher ; as were also Chelsea
Hospital, and the palace of Greenwich, the latter
of which had been recently converted into an hos-
pital for seamen, and finished after the design of
Inigo Jones.

At a general assembly and feast of the Masons,
in 1697, many noble and eminent Brethren were
present, and among the rest, Charles, duke of
Richmond and Lenox, who was at that time Master
of the Lodge at Chichester. His grace was pro-
posed and elected Grand Master for the following
year; and having engaged Sir Christopher Wren
to act as his deputy, he appointed Edward Strong,
senior, and Edward Strong, junior, his Wardens.
His grace continued in office only one year, and
was succeeded by Sir Christopher, who continued

¢ See the ‘“ Book of Constitutions,” 1738, p. 106, 107.
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at the head of the Fraternity till the death of the
king in 1702.

During the following reign, Masonry made no
considerable progress.  Sir Christopher’s age and
infirmities drawing off his attention from the duties
of his office, the Liodges decreased, and the annual
festivals were entirely neglected.®  The old Lodge
of St. Paul, and a few others, continued to meet
regularly, but consisted of few members.c To
increase their numbers, a proposition was made,
and afterwards agreed to, THAT THE PRIVILEGES
oF MASONRY SHOULD NO LONGER BE RESTRICTED
TO OPERATIVE MASONS, BUT EXTEND TO MEN OF
VARIOUS ~ PROFESSIONS, PROVIDED THEY WERE
REGULARLY APPROVED AND INITIATED INTO THE
orpeR.f In consequence of this resolution, many
new regulations took place, and the Society once
more rosg into notice and esteem.

§ 7. History of the Revival of Masonry in the South of Ingland.

On the accession of George I. the Masons' in
London' and its environs, finding themselves de-
prived of Sir Christophér Wren, and their annual
meetings discontinued, resolved to cement them-
selves under a new Grand Master, and to revive
the communications and annual festivals of the
Society.” With this view, the Liodges at the Goose
and - Gridiron, in St. Paul’s Church-yard; the
Crown, in Parker’s-lane, near Drury-lane; the

4 ¢ Book of Constitutions,” 1738, p. 108. e Ihid.

f Many good Masons on reading the above resolution have
jumped at the conclusion that the Craft had hitherto been re-
stricted to -operative Masons only. But this conjecture is
searcely correct, for although the Institution at its origin was
undoubtedly operative, yet scientific men, unconnected with
building, were occasionally introduced ; as witness Ashmole,
Mainwaring, and their company in 1646, It would be a ques-
tion of interesting discussion, but we have not space for it,
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Apple-tree Tavern, in Charles-street, Covent-gar-
den, and the Rummer and Grapes Tavern, in
Channel-row, Wesminster (the only four Lodges
in being in the South of England at that time),
with some other old Brethren, met at the Apple-
tree Tavern, above-mentioned, in February, 1717 ;
and, having voted the oldest Master Mason then
present into the chair, constituted themselves a
Grand Lodge, pro tempore, in due form. At this
meeting it was resolved to revive the Quarterly
Communications of the Fraternity, and to hold
the next annual assembly and feast on the 24th of
June, at the Goose and Gridiron, in St. Paul’s
Church-yard (in compliment to the oldest Lodge,
which then met there), for the purpose of electing
a Grand Master among themselves, till they should
have the honour of a noble Brother at their head.
Accordingly, on St. John the Baptist’s day, 1717,
in the third year of the reign of King George I.,
the assembly and feast were held at the said house ;
when the oldest Master Mason, being the Master
of a Lodge, having taken the chair, a list of proper
candidates for the office of Grand Master was pro-
duced ; and the names being separately proposed,
the Brethren, by a great majority of hands, elected
Mr. Anthony Sayer Grand Master of Masons for
the ensuing year, who was forthwith invested by
the said oldest Master, installed by the Master of
the oldest Liodge, and duly congratulated by the
assembly, who paid him homage. The Grand
Master then entered on the duties of his office,
appointed his Wardens, and commanded the
Brethren of the four Liodges to meet him and his
Wardens quarterly in communication ; enjoining
them, at the same time, to recommend to all the
Fraternity a puuctual attendance on the next
annnal assembly and feast.

Amongst a variety of regulations which were
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proposed and agreed to at this meeting was the
following : ““ That the privilege of assembling as
Masons, which had been hitherto unlimited,?
should be vested in certain Lodges or Assemblies
of Masons convened in certain places; and that
every Lodge to be hereafter convened, except the
four old Lodges at this time existing, should be
legally authorized to act by a warrant from the
Grand Master for the time being, granted to
certain individuals by petition, with the consent
and approbation of the Grand Lodge in commu-
nication ; and that without such warrant no Lodge
should be hereafter deemed regular or constitu-
tional.”” In consequence of this regulation,
several new Lodges were soon after convened in
different parts of London and its environs, and
the Masters and Wardens of these Lodges were
commanded to attend the meetings of the Grand
Lodge, make a regular report of their proceed-
ings, and transmit to the Grand Master, from
time to time, a copy of any by-laws they might
form for their own government; that no laws
established among them might be contrary to or
subversive of the general regulations by which the
Fraternity had been long governed, and which had
been sanctioned by the four Lodges when convened
as a Grand Lodge in 1717. '

In compliment to the Brethren of the four old
Lodges by whom the Grand Lodge was first
formed, it was resolved, ‘ That every privilege
which they collectively enjoyed by virtue of their
immemorial rights, they should still continue to

g A sufficient number of Masons met together within a cer-
tain district, with the consent of the sheriff or chief magistrate
of the place, were empowered, at this time, to make Masons and
practise the rites of Masonry, without warrant of Constitution.
The privilege was inherent in themselves as individuals ; and
this privilege is still enjoyed by the twoold Lodges now extant,
which act by immemorial constitution.
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enjoy ; and that no law, rule, or regulation, to be
hereafter made or passed in Grand Lodge, should
ever deprive them of such privilege, or encroach
on any landmark which was at that time established
as the standard of Masonic government.” This
resolution being confirmed, the old Masons in the
metropolis, agreeably to the resolutions of the
Brethren at large, vested all their inherent privi-
leges, as individuals, in the four old Lodges, in
trust, that they would never suffer the old charges
and ancient landmarks to be infringed. The four
old Lodges then agreed to extend their patronage
to every Lodgc which should hereafter be consti-
tuted by the Grand Lodge according to the new
regulations of the Society ; and while such
Lodges acted in conformity to the ancient con-
stitutions of the Order, to admit their Masters
and Wardens to share with them all the privi-
leges of the Grand Lodge, excepting precedence
of rank.

Matters being thus amicably adjusted, the
Brethren of the four old Lodges considered their
attendance on the future communications of the
Society as unnceessary; and therefore, like the
other Lodges, trusted implicitly to their Master
and Wardens, resting satisfied that no measure of
importance would be adopted without their appro-
bation. The Officers of the old Lodges, however,
soon began to discover, that the new Lodges, being
equally represented with them at the Communieca-
tions, might, in process of time, so far out-number
the old ones, as to have it in their power, by a
majority, to encroach on, or even subvert, the
privileges of the original Masons of England, which
had been centred in the four old Lodges with the
concurrence of the Brethren at large; therefore,
they very wisely formed a code of laws for the
future government of the Society ; to which was
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annexed a conditional clause,’ which the Grand
Master for the time being, his successors, and the
Master of every Lodge to be hereafter constituted,
were bound to preserve inviolate in all time coming.
To commemorate this circumstance, it has been
customary since that time, for the Master of the
oldest Lodge to attend every Grand Installation :
and taking precedence of all present, the Grand
Master only excepted, to deliver the book of the
original Constitutions to the newly-installed Grand
"\Iaster, on his engaging to support the Anment
Charges and general regulations. :

By this prudent precautxon of = our anment
Brethren, the original Coustitutions were esta-

blished as the basis of all future Masonic jurisdic-

tion in the south of England ; and the ancient
landmarks, as they are emphatically styled, or the
boundaries set up as checks to innovation, were
carefully sccured against the attacks of future

b The conditional clause runs thus :—¢ Every annual Grand
Lodge has an inkerent power and authority to make new regula-
tions, or to alter these, for the real benefit of this ancient Frater-
nity ; provided always THAT THE OLD LAND-MARKS BE CAREFULLY
PRESERVED : and that such alterations and new regulations be
proposed and agreed to at the third quarterly communication
preceding the annual grand feast; and that they -be offered
also to the perusal of all the Brethren before dinner, in writing,
even of the youngest apprentice ; the approbation -and consent of

‘the majority of all the Brethren present bemg absolutely neces-

sary to make the same binding and obligatory.”’
This remarkable clause, with thirty-eight regulations preced-

ing it, all of which are printed in the first edition of the ** Book

of Constitutions, ” was approved and confirmed by one hundred
and fifty Brethren, at an annual assembly and feast held at
Stationers’ Hall on St. John the Baptist’s Day, 1721,* and in
their presence subscribed by the Master and Wardens of the

four old Lodges on the one part: and by Philip, Duke of Whar-
‘ton, then Grand Master ; Theophilus Desaguliers, M.D. and

F.R.S., Deputy Grand Master ; Joshua Timson and William
Hawkins, Grand Wardens ; and the Masters and Wardeus of
sixteen Lodges, which had been constituted between 1717 and
1721, on the other part.

* See the first edition of the ‘‘ Book of Constitutions,” p. 58,
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invaders. The four old Lodges, in consequence
of the above compact, in which they considered
themselves as a distinet party, continued to act by
their original authority ; and, so far from surren-
dering any of their rights, had them frequently
ratified and confirmed by the whole Fraternity in
Grand Lodge assembled, who always acknow-
ledged their independent and immemorial power
to practise the rites of Masonry. No regulations
of the Society which might hereafter take place
could, therefore, operate with respect to those
Lodges, if such regulations were contrary to, or
subversive of, the original Constitutions, by which
only they were governed; and while their pro-
ceedings were conformable to those Constitutions,
no power known in Masonry could legally deprive
them of any right or privilege which they had
ever enjoyed.

The necessity of fixing the original Constitutions
as the standard by which all future laws in the
Society are to be regulated, was so clearly under-
stood and defined by the whole Fraternity at this
time, that it was established as an unerring rule,
at every installation, public and private, for many
years afterwards, to make the Grand Master, and
the Masters and Wardens of every Lodge, engage
to support the original Constitutions; to the ob-
servance of which also, every Mason was bound at
his initiation. Whoever acknowledges the univer-
sality of Masonry to be its highest glory, must
admit the propriety of this conduct; for were no
standard fixed for the government of the Society,
Masonry might be exposed to perpetual variations,
which would effectually destroy all the good effects
that have hitherto resulted from its universality
and extended progress.

! When the earlier editions of this book were printed, the
author was not sufficiently acquainted with this part of the his-
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During the administration of Mr. Sayer, the
Society made little progress. Several Brethren

tory of Masonry in England. The above particulars have been
carefully extracted from old records and authentic manuscripts;
and are, in many points, confirmed by the old books of the Lodge
of Antiquity, as well as the first and second editions of the
‘¢ Book of Constitutions.”

The following account of the four old Lodges may prove
acceptable to many readers :—

1. The old Lodge of St. Paul, now named the Lodge of Anti-
quity, formerly held at the Goose and Gridiron in St. Paul’s
Church-yard, is still extant (in 1820), and regularly meets at
the Freemasons’ Tavern in Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s-Inn-
fields, on the fourth Wednesday in January, February, March,
May, June, October, and November every year. The Lodge is
in a very flourishing state ; and possesses some valuable records
and curious ancient relics.

2. The old Lodge No. 2, formerly held at the Crown in
Parker’s-lane, Drury-lane, has been extinct above fifty years,
by the death of its members.

3. The old Lodge No. 3, formerly held at the Apple-tree
Tavern in Charles-street, Covent-garden, has been dissolved
many years. By the list of Lodges inserted in the. ¢ Book of
Constitutions,” printed in 1738, it appears that, in February,
1722-3, this Lodgewas removed to the Queen’s Head, in Knave’s
Acre, on account of some difference among its members, and
that the members who met there came under a new constitu-
tion ; though, says the ¢“Book of Constitutions,” they wanted it
n0t, and ranked as No. 10 in the list. Thus they inconsiderately
renounced their former rank under an immemorial constitution.

4. The Lodge No. 4, formerly held at the Rummer and
Grapes Tavern in Channel-row, Westminster, was thence re-
moved to the Horn Tavern in New Palace-yard, where it con-
tinued to meet regularly till within these few years ; when,
finding themselves in a declining state, the members agreed to
incorporate with a new and flourishing Lodge under the con-
stitution of the Grand Lodge, intitled The Somerset House Lodge,
which immediately assumed their rank.

Itis'a question that will admit of some discussion, whether
any of the above old Lodges can, while they exist as Lodges,
surrender their rights ; as those rights seem to have been
granted by the old Masons of the metropolis to them in trust :
and any individual member of the four old Lodges might object
to the surrender, and in that case they never could be given up.
The four old Lodges always preserve their original power of
making, puassing, and raising Masons, being termed Masters’
Lodges ; while the other Lodges, for many years afterwards,
had no such power ; it having been the custom to pass and raise
the Masons made by them at the Grand Lodge only.
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joined the old Lodges; but there appear to have
been only two new Lodges constituted under his
auspices. _

Mr. Sayer was succeeded, in 1718, by George
Payne, Esq.; who was very assiduous in recoms-
mending a strict observance of the Communica-
tions. He collected many valuable manuscripts on
the subject of Masonry; and, being determined
to spare no pains to make himself acquainted with
the original government of the Craft, he earnestly
desired that the Brethren would bring to the Grand
Lodge any old writings or records concerning the
Fraternity, to show the usages of ancient times.
In consequence of this general intimation, several
old copies of the Gothic Constitutions were pro-
duced, arranged, and digested.

On the 24th of June, 1719, another assembly
and feast was held at the Goose and Gridiron
before mentioned; when Dr. Desaguliers was
unanimously clected Grand Master. At this feast
the old, regular, and peculiar toasts or healths of
the Freemasons were introduced ; and from this
time we may date the rise of Freemasonry on its
present plan in the south of England. The
Lodges, which had considerably increased by the
vigilance of the Grand Master, were visited by
many old Masons, who had long neglected the
Craft; several noblemen were initiated, and a
number of new Lodges constituted.

At an assembly and feast, held at the Goose and
Gridiron on the 24th June, 1720, George Payne,
Esq., was re-elected Grand Master, and under his
mild and vigilant administration, the Lodges con-
tinued to flourish.

This year, at some of the private Lodges, to the
irreparable loss of the Fraternity, several valuable
manuscripts, concerning the Lodges, regulations,
charges, secrets, and usages of Masons (particularly
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one written by Mr. Nicholas Stone, the Warden
under Inigo Jones), were too hastily burnt by
some scrupulous Brethren, who were alarmed at
the intended publication of the -Masonic Consti-
tutions.

At a Quarterly Communication held this year
at the Goose and Gridiron, on the festival of St.
Johu the Evangelist, it was agreed, That in future,
the new Grand Master shall be named and pro-
posed to the Grand Lodge some time before the
feast ;* and, if approved, and present, he shall be
saluted as Grand Master elect; and that every
Grand Master, when he is installed, shall have the
sole power of appointing his deputy and wardens,
according to ancient custom.

At a Grand Lodge, held in ample form on
Lady day, 1721, Brother Payne proposed for his
successor, John, duke of Montagn, at that time
Master of a Lodge. His grace, being present,
received the compliments of the Grand Lodge
The Brethren expressed great joy at the prospect
of being once more patronized by the nobility; and
unanimously agreed, that the next assembly and
feast should be held at Stationers’ Hall ; and that a
‘proper number of stewards should be appointed to
provide the entertainment. Mr. Josiah Villenan,
an upholder in the borough, however, generously
undertook the whole managcment of the business,
and received the thanks of the Society for his
attention.

While Masonry was spreading its influence over
the southern part of the kingdom, it was not
neglected in the north. The General Assembly;
or Grand Lodge, at York, continued regularly to

k¥ By an old record of the Lodge of Antiquity it e appears, that
the new Grand Master was always proposed and presented for
approbation in that Lodge, before hig electlon in the Grand
Lodge. 319
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meet as heretofore. In 1705, under the direction
of Sir George Tempest, Bart., then Grand Master,
several Lodges met, and many worthy Brethren
were initiated in York and its neighbourhood. Sir
George being succeeded by the Right Hon. Robert
Benson, lord mayor of York, many meetings of
the Fraternity were held at different times in that
city ; and the grand feast during his mastership
is said to have been very brilliant. Sir William
Robinson, Bart.,succeeded Mr. Benson in the office
of Grand Master, and the Fraternity seem to have
considerably increased in the north under his
auspices. Ie was succeeded by Sir Walter Hawkes-
worth, Bart., who governed the Society with great
credit. At the expiration of his mastership, Sir
George Tempest was elected, a second time,
Grand Master ; and from the time of his election
in 1714 to 1725, the Grand Lodge continued regu-
larly to assemble in York, under the direction of
Charles Fairfax, Esq., Sir Walter Hawkesworth,
Bart., Edward Bell, Esq., Charles Bathurst, Esq.,
Edward Thomson, Esq., M.P., John Johnson,
M.D., and John Marsden, Esq.; all of whom,
in rotation, during the above period, regularly
filled the office of Grand Master in the north of
England.

From this account, which is authenticated by
the books of the Grand Lodge in York, it appears,
that the revival of Masonry in the south of
England did not interfere with the proceedings of
the Fraternity in the north. For a series of years
the most perfect harmony subsisted between the
two Grand Lodges, and private Lodges flourished
in both parts of the kingdom under their separate
jurisdiction. The only distinction which the Grand
Lodge in the north appears to have retained after
the revival of Masonry in the south, is in the title
which they claim, viz., The Grand Lodge of all
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England ; while the Grand Lodge in the south
passed only under the denomination of The Grand
Lodge of England. The latter, on account of its
situation, being encouraged by some of the prin-
cipal nobility, soon acquired consequence and
reputation ; while the former, restricted to fewer,
though not less respectable members, seemed
gradually to decline. Till within these few years,
however, the authority of the Grand Lodge in
York has never been challenged ; on the contrary,
every Mason in the kingdom has always held it
in the highest veneration, and considered himself
bound by the charges which originally sprung from
that assembly. To be ranked as descendants of
the original York Masons, was the glory and boast
of the Brethren in almost every country where
Masonry has been regularly established ; and from
the prevalence and universality of the idea, that in
the city of York Masonry was first authorized by
charter, the Masons of England have received
tribute from the first states in Europe.

§ 8. Hustory of Masonry from its Revival in the South of England
till the Death of King George I.

The reputation of the Society being now esta-
blished, many noblemen and gentlemen of the first
rank desired to be received into the Lodges, which
increased considerably during the administration
of Mr. Payne. The duties of Masonry were
found to be a pleasing relaxation from the fatigue
of business; and in the Lodge, uninfluenced
by politics or party, a happy union was effected
among the most respectable characters in the
kingdom.

. On the 24th of June, 1721, Grand Master Payne
and his Wardens, with the former grand officers,
and the Masters and Wardens of twelve Lodges,
met the Grand Master elect at the Queen’s Arms
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Tavern,-in *St. Paul’s Church-yard,! where the
Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Having
confirmed the proceedings of the last Grand
Lodge, several gentlemen were initiated into
Masonry at the request of the duke of Montagu ;
and, among the rest, Philip, Lord Stanhope, after-
wards earl of Chesterfield. Trom the Queen’s
Arms the Grand Lodge marched in proecession, in
their clothing, to Stationers’ Hall, in Ludgate-
strect, where they were joyfully received by one
hundred and fifty Brethren, properly ‘elothed.
The Grand Master having made the first proces-
sion round the hall, took an affectionate leave of
his Brethren; and being returned to his place,
the duke of Montagu was proclaimed his successor
for the ensuing year. The general regulations
which had been compiled by Mr. Payne in
1721, and compared with the ancient records
and immemorial usages of the Fraternity, were
read, and met with gencral approbation ; after
which Dr. Desaguliers delivered an elegant oration
on Masonry.

Soon after his election, the Grand Master gave
convincing proofs of his zeal and attention, by
commanding Dr. Desaguliers and James Ander-
son, A.M., men of genius and education, to revise,
arrange, and digest the Gothic Constitutions, old
charges, and general regulations. This task they
faithfully exceuted; and at the ensuing Grand
Lodge, held at the Queen’s Arms, St. Paul’s
Church-yard, on the 27th of December, 1721,
being the festival of St. John the Evangelist, the
same was presented for approbation. A committee
of fourteen learned Brothers was appointed to
examine the manuseript, and make their report.

! The old Lodge of St. Paul’s, now the Lodge of Antiquity,
having been removed thither.

» See the ““ Book of Constitutions,” printed in 1723.
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On this occasion several very instructive lectures
were delivered; and much useful information given
by a few old Masons.

At aGrand Lodge held at the Fountain Tavern
in the Strand, in ample form, on the 25th of
March, 1722, the committee reported, that they
had perused the manuscript, containing the his-
tory, charges, regulations, &c. of Masonry; and,
after some amendments, had approved thereof.
The Grand Lodge ordered the whole to be pre-
pared for the press, and printed with all possitle
expedition. This order was strictly obeyed, and
within less than two years the Book of Constitu-
tions appeared in print, under the following title:
“ The Book of Constitutions of the Ireemasons;
containing the History, Charges, Regulations,
&e. of that Most Ancient and Right Worshipful
Fraternity. For the use of the Lodges.” Lon-
don, 1723.

In January, 1722-3, the duke of Montagu
resigned the office of Grand Master in favour of
the duke of Wharton, who was very ambitious to
attain it. His resignation proceeded from the
motive of reconciling the Brethren to this noble-
man, who had incurred their displeasure, by having
convened, in opposition to the resolutions of the
Grand Ledge on the 25th of March, an irregular
assembly of Masons at Stationers’ Hall, on the
festival of St. John the Baptist, in order to get
himself elected Grand Master. The duke of
Wharton, sensible of the impropriety of his con-
duct, publicly acknowledged his error; and, pro-
mising in future astrict conformity and obedience
to the resolutions of the Society, he was, with the
general consent of the DBrethren, approved as
Grand Master elect for the ensuing year. His
grace was regularly invested and installed on the
17th of January, 1722-3, by the duke of Montagu,
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and congratulated by upwards of twenty-five
Lodges, who were present in the Grand Lodge on
that occasion. The diligence and attention of the
duke of Wharton to the duties of his new office
soon recovered and established his reputation in
the Socicty ; and under his patronage Masonry
made a considerable progress in the south of
England. During his presidency, the office of
Grand Secretary was first established, and William
Cowper, Esq., appointed, who executed the duties
of that department several years.

The duke of Bucclengh succeeded the duke of
Wharton in 1723. Being absent on the annual
festival, he was installed by proxy at Merchant-
tailors’ Hall, in presence of four hundred Masons.
This nobleman was no less attached to Masonry
than his predecessor.

In the following year his grace was succeeded
by the duke of Richmond, under whose adminis-
tration the Committee of Charity™ was instituted.®

2 Now called the Lodge of Benevolence.—EDITOR.

° The duke of Buccleugh first proposed the scheme of raising
a general fund for distressed Masons. Lord Paisley, Dr.
Desaguliers, Colonel Houghton, and a few other Brethren, sup-
ported the duke’s proposition; and the Grand Lodge appointed
a committee to consider of the most effectual means of carrying
the scheme into execution. The report of the committee was
transmitted to the Lodges, and afterwards approved by the
Grand Lodge. The disposal of the charity was first vested in
seven Brethren ; but this number being found too small, nine
more were added. It was afterwards resolved that twelve
Masters of contributing Lodges, in rotation, with the Grand
Officers, should form the Committee ; and by another regulation
since made, it has been determined that all Past and Present
Grand Officers, with the Masters of all regular Lodges which
shall have contributed within twelve months to the charity, shall
be members of the Committee.

The Committee meets four times in the year, by virtue of a
suminons from the Grand Master or his Deputy. The petitions
of the Brethren who apply for charity are considered at these
meetings ; and if the petitioner be found a deserving object,
the Committee may order the payment of a sum not exceeding
ten pounds ; to a widow of a Brother, five pounds ; if with a child
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Lord Paisley, afterwards earl of Abercorn, having
been active in promoting this new establishment,
was elected Grand Master in the end of the year
1725. Being in the country at the time, his lord-
ship was installed by proxy. During his absence,
Dr. Desaguliers, who had been appointed his
deputy, was very attentive to the duties of his
office, by visiting the Lodges, and diligently pro-
moting Masonry. On his lordship’s return to
town, the earl of Inchiquin was proposed to succeed
him, and was elected in February, 1726. The
Society now flourished in town and country; and
under the patronage of this nobleman the Art was
propagated with considerable success. This period
was rendered remarkable, by the Brethren of
Wales first uniting under the banner of the Grand
Lodge in London. In Wales are found some
venerable remains of ancient Masonry, and many
stately ruins of castles, executed in the Gothie
style, which evidently demonstrate that in former
times the I'raternity must have met with great
encouragement in that part of the island. Soon
after this union, the office of Provincial Grand
or children, the grant may be extended to ten pounds, When
cases of extraordinary distress occur, and the sum of ten pounds
does not appear sufficient to afford adequate relief, the Com-
mittee may recommend such cases to the Grand Master, who
may grant any sum not exceeding twenty pounds; any recom.
mendation for a larger sum must be submitted to the Grand
Lodge. By these means the distressed have always found ready
relief from this general charity, which is solely supported by the
voluntary contributions of different Lodges out of their private
funds, without being burdensom<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>