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AN IMPORTANT REPORT ON THE RELATIONS OF FREE-
MASONRY TO CHRISTIANITY.

We publish in this number the very able Report agreed upoun in
Grand Lodge on September 13th, in reply to the petition of Brethren -
who object to, or are in doubt respecting the propriety of the use of
¢ertain religious symbols and allusions in the ritual of Masonry; and,
as this subject has recently elicited considerable discussion both in
Europe and in this country, its great importance seems to demand some
expression of opinion on our part, although the Report has very fully
and impartially discussed the questions at issue. We trust and believe
that a calm consideration of the arguments adduced in the Report,
will satisfy the scruples of our objecting Brethren, and tend to finally
set the matter at rest wherever it is read ; which will, we earnestly
hope, be in every Lodge of our Order.

The historical and traditional arguments of what we may term the
¢ ancient” and the ‘ modern” Schools of Masonic Historians, have
been so fully set forth, both in the Report, and in various articles in
former numbers of this Magazine, that it is quite unnecessary for us
bere to recapitulate them.

It has been proved, beyond all cavil or dispute, that the writers who
attempt to assign the origin of Speculative Masonry to so recent a
period as 1717 — the date of the organization of the London Grand
Lodge, and the subsequent London Constitution of 1721, have utterly
failed to make good their case. Few and difficult to discover, as

1
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necessarily from the very nature of such a society and the dangerous
circumstances in which masonry was formerly placed, the documentary
proofs have been — still enough, and far more than enough, have been
found and authenticated, even in England alone, to show that Specula-
tive Masonry lived and flourished in England for several centuries at
least before the organization of the London Grand Lodge. It would
be easy for us to establish, as we have long since done on other oc-
casions, its claim to a far higher antiquity ; but to do so on the present
occasion is alike unnecessary and foreign to our immediate purpose,
which is rather to deal with the Present than the Past. The evidence
adduced in the Report demonstrates not only the long previous exist-
ence of the Order, bat also the fact, that Christian Symbols and allu-
sions were used in the ritual of the ancient Lodges, and that too to an
_extent considerably exceeding what obtains in our present Ritual.

This is sufficient to prove that, so far from violating, or breaking
down, the Ancient Landmarks by any custom of this kind now preva-
lent, we, so far as we retain those religious symbols and ceremonies,
are ‘‘ keeping our faith with the fathers and maintaining the ancient
landmarks.” ' :

It is clearly demonstrated that Masonry has ever been a religious,
but never a sectarian, Institution. Religion, in its highest and broad-
est sense, always has been — always must be — the inseparable ally
and companion of Virtue and Morality ; and therefore, to eradicate all
principles of religion, and references thereto, would be simply to over-
throw Masonry, and to substitute therefor another and far less lofty
organization.

The great merit of the fathers seems to have been that wise lib-
erality—no less than clearness of perceptlon, combined with reverence
of spirit—which led them ta discern in many apparently different, and
even antagonistic creeds of religious faith, a common, solid substratum.
of certain grand, catholic principles, evidently springing from the in-
ner witness of conscience implanted in the human heart. In ancient,
and, to some extent, in modern times, it is not difficult to find more.
than one system of so called religion, so debased by superstition and
ignorance as almost altogether to have lost sight of these great and
pure principles; but with such and their worshippers Masonry never
had, nor could have, any connection.

From the first, Masonry has recognized, as its own eternal pnnclples,
the devout and reverential belief in, and acknowledgment of, One.
Supreme Being, the Grand Architect of the Universe —a Being of
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Infinite Power and of Infinite Love ; and as the immediate corollary
of such belief, has insisted upon the practice of virtue, morality, and,
above all, of Brotherly Love. From the first also, it has insisted, as
a mieans of promoting this Brotherly Love and Union, upon a spirit
of toleration, which should exclude all such more special religious dog-
mas and practices as, however important in their own proper place and
in the estimation of their votaries, were never likely to secure the
unanimous consent of men brought up in different religious faiths, a.nd
born and bred in different lands.

Masonry never has been propagandist. It is a violation of her
laws to urge or invite any man to join her ranks; but to all, who feel
a sympathy with, and a desire to practise and live by, these broad prin-
ciples of faith, devotion, virtue and charity, she has ever opened wide
the portals of a cordial welcome.

Whatever may have been the case in the distant Past, when even
painting was an unknown art, no one of the present, nor of several
preceding generations, can complain of having offered himself for in-
itiation into the Order, without having had opportunities, patent to all
who read, of knowing that the existence and rules of the Order were
based upon the principles already stated ; of which a devout acknowl-
edgment of the Divine Architect — that is, Religion — was a primary
and essential one. Therefore, if ever any one, not recognizing and
cherishing such principles, has sought admission to the Brotherhood —
and we fear such cases have at gimes occurred — the fault has been his
own, not Masonry’s.

The ancient Hebrew, and even the Mohammedan, as well as the
Christian, while sternly opposed to each other on very many points of
religious belief and practice, have set their seal to a common recog-
nition of the broad doctrines of religion and virtue, which form the
basis of Masonry; and, consequently, its ranks to-day, as in years
long past, include members of those various and opposing faiths,
Many, it is true especially of the clergy, of those religions, have
deemed it inconsistent with their faith to join the Masonic Order —
some have even been found, and that at no distant period, to join in
maligning and attacking it—through iguoraace, we would fain believe,
rather than from a spirit of malieiousness.

But where the members of any religous faith have risen into that
higher atmosphere of Catholic charity and devotion, whose clearness
and purity are not obscured, or alloyed, by the mists and vapors of
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sectarian doctrines and divisions, which are rather the low exhalations
of the Human, than the lofty emanations of the Divine, they have
been prompt to recognize the beauty and worth.of Masonic principles,
and to seek admission into the temple of her mysteries.

Nothing goes further to show the tolerant spirit of Masonry, than
the very fact that our Ritual does include symbols and lessons derived
from CurisTIAN and JEWwIsH, and, even to some extent, from Pacan
sources. HiraM, and SoLoMON, and JoHN, and the BLESSED JEsUs,
have each contributed valuablé portions to the treasury of Masonic
teaching.

And, whatever may be the views either of Jewish, or of many
Christian Brethren, as to the nature and mission of Jesus Christ, who
that reads the narrative of his pure and holy and loving life—that one
continuous life-lesson of Love to Man— can fail to see therein an em-
bodiment of Masonry’s fundamental principles ? His sermon on the
Mount, might it not well be accepted as the Code of Masonic Law ?
¢“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth: Blessed are
the mercifil, for they shall obtain mercy: Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God : Blessed are the peace-makers, for they
shall be called the children of ‘God: If thou bring thy gift to the altar,
and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way : first be reconciled to
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift :—Give to him that asketh
thee, and from him that would borrow of thee, turn not thou away :
Judge not, that ye be not judged : Why beholdest thou the mote that is
in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own
eye?” . S

If CaARITY — BROTHERLY LOVE—be the very Life-essence of
Masonry, (and who will deny it ?) surely no where else can be found a
more comprehensive summary and inculcation of its duties and prac-
tice, than in these uiterances of the Saviour !

And, if we turn from the view of these as they issued from His lips
and were illustrated in every act of His life, to the preaching of him
who, while humbly calling himself the least, was really the greatest of
His apostles, do we not find the same glorious lesson of Masonic Love
—good will to man—once more emphatically enunciated in that truly
Masonic address, which closes with the grand peroration—¢ Now there
remaineth Faith, Hope, Charity, these three, and the greatest of these
is Charity!”
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As the great Roman orator, when. defending the civic rights of the
poet Archias, exclaimed—¢* Surely, if this man were not already a cit-
izen, he would most justly deserve to be forthwith adopted as a citi-
zen of Rome” — 50 might we well say, if there had hitherto been no
acceptance or endorsement of such teachings and preachings as these
of Jesus Christ and His apostles in our Ritual, it were high time that
they were at once adopted and embodied therein. But, as Archias had
been fully naturalized as a Roman Citizen, long before Cicero was
called to defend his rights, so, as has been shown, so far back as we
can trace the history of Masonry, we find incontrovertible proofs of an
acknowledgment of, and reference to,these Christian teachings: and,
therefore, while to eliminate them from the work of the Lodge would
be no more, nor less, than to remove the strongest props of the Ma-
sonic Edifice, 80 by retaining and cherishing them—free from all secta-
rian bias or prejudice—we are really ¢ keeping our faith with the fa-
thers, and maintaining the ancient landmarks.”

‘With two more remarks, which we offer in the most Brotherly and
kindly spirit, we sball, for the present, conclude : first, We would ask
each and all of the petitioning Brethren to reconsider carefully, and in
the same kindly spirit, their previous views and feelings in this matter,
and see whether the toleration we are bound to cultivate should not
lead us to atcept, without any offense, the usages referred to in their pe-
tition, which certainly are not of an extent or character to wound the
feelings of any Brother ; but, on the other hand, are warmly prized
and cherished by the great majority of American and English Masons.
Secondly, it is in no narrow or sectarian spirit we observe, that Prot-
estant Christianity is intimately identified and associated with the pro-
gress of that enlightenment and civilization of which, amongst the nations
of the earth, America is one of the acknowledged leaders. The reasons
already adduced are those, to which of course, as based on the essen-
tial nature of Masonry, we attach the highest importance : but still it
may not be unprofitable to reflect, that the elimination of all Christian
references from our Ritual and practice would—were such a step pos-
sible—cast us back from all fellowship with the Christian progress of
our time and country, and unite us in a hateful and degrading commu-
nion with those Atheistic Frenchmen of the last century, who brought
ruin and disgrace upon their country and the cause of Freedom, by
their mad attempts to banish- God and Religion from the social and
political system of France! May Masonry never fall into such an
abyss of degradation and death!
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IN GRAND LODGE, SEPT. 13, 1871.

The. Committee charged by the Grand Lodge
to consider the petition of Bro. Samuel Evans and two hundred and twenty
nine others, stating that certain portions, or features of a theological, or secta-
rian character, contrary to the letter as well as the spirit of Freemasonry,
exist in the ritual and work of the order, and desiring an investigation
whether the universality of Freemasonry has been overthrown, or disre-
garded ; and seeking a remedy: as is more fully set forth in the said peti-
tion :

REPORT.

The investigation of the subjects referred to your Committee has been
made with the aid of all the available light, which the learning and acuteness
of those who represented the petitioners, and those charged to search on the
part of the Committee, could procure. Itis known to this Grand Lodge that
Masonic historians are divided into two schools, supporting with research and
ingenuity contrary opinions of the origin of our Craft: the one, following
-the traditions, believe Masonry to have had its ancient landmarks handed
down to our day, and its secrets preserved by unwritten traditions ; but the
other, disclaims faith in the existence of speculative Masonry before the or-
ganization of a Grand Lodge in London, il 171§, and ascribes the origin of
our traditions and landmarks to that body. If they could truly lift the veil
of time, and show our mysteries to be the invention of those men of 1717,
our rites would lose much of the reverence we now attach to them because
of their antiquity. As a consequence- of this theory of modern origin, some
of its supporters draw from the London Constitution of 1721, a theory that
true Masonry should banish not merely relifious disputes from the Lodge,
but all traces of religion, in which by possibility men of all the creeds of the
world may not actually agree. In this light it has been represented to your
Committec that usages, allusions and symbols, which can be connected in
interpretation with any of the creeds of Christianity, are sectarian, and
ought to be extirpated from the Craft; but it has not been claimed that those
which may be so connected with Jewish or Pagan creeds should also be ex-
tirpated ; and no reason has been offered your Committee why Christianity
alone should be discriminated against in the proposed reform. )

It has also been suggested that the Craft have in this jurisdiction departed
from the ancient landmarks, and introduced various symbols and allusions
of a strictly sectarian Christian character. The objects specially instanced
are, the use of the Bible in Lodges ; that one of the three dedications of a
Lodge is to Saint John ; that in the prayers the aid of Christ is often in-
voked by the Chaplain ; that the Cross should be taken off Masonic certifi-
cates and out of the Lodge ; and that of the parallel lines a sectarian expla-
nation is given. The first proposition goes to the fundamental organization
of Freemasonry ; the last ones require only an examination and collation of
the authority for the charge, with the traditions preserved by the Craft.

In conducting investigations in science, advantage is found in assuming
theories for the temporary purpose of examining and abandoning them when
it is found that they are not reconcilable with ascertained facts. In the pro-
cess of test, old facts are viewed under new lights, and often new ones are
discovered. So that science gains even should the theory fail in the test.
Thus may Masonry gain by the labors of investigators, even should their
theories fail ; and investigation courteously conducted is creditable to the
participants and the fraternity. Itis not to be expected of a Grand Lodge,
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any more than of a Scientific Society, that it should sanction, by adoption,
any of these new theories, before the proof of their truth has amounted to a
demonstration. The Grand Lodge is the conservator of Freemasonry as it
has been received by its constituency ; and must, by its duty, adhere thereto
until the new theory shall have successfully passed beyond the stages of pos-
sibilities and proba{ilities, and demonstrated not only that many, but that all
facts are reconciled to it.

As a historical question, it cannot longer be contended that the institution
of Freemasonry is due to the London Grand Lodge. Important and valua-
ble to the future prosperity of the Craft as were some of the modifications
they made in its organization, yet the substantial characteristics remained as
they had received them from those who went before them. Uncontroverted
evidence shows the existence in England and Scotland, during more than a
century preceding A. D. 1717, of numerous active Lodges of Free Masons ;
and many manuscripts have been brought to light, from public as well as
private archives, containing sketches of the history of the Craft, and the an-
cient charges. These manuscripts seem to have been written at different
dates in the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and appear to be
distinct, corrupted variations of some preceding older original works on
the same subject. The Grand Lodge of England was formed of several
Lodges already existing under old Constitutions ; and a collation of the
lately published manuscripts with the first publication by the Grand Lodge
of London (1722-3), shows the latter embodies ‘a large part of the ancient
histories, and that a very considerable part of the ancient charges was
adopted ; and also distinctly claims great antiquity for the Craft. Some
eight or nine of these manuscripts have been unearthed by the labor of
students, among whom the historian of Old York Masonry, Bro. Hughan,
has been eminently successful in rescuing, from the archives of that early
and celebrated Lodge, several of considerable importance.

Notwithstanding there are considerable variations in the language, some
differences in the matter, and many corruptions in these manuscripts, there
is a marked similarity of substance among them ; showing that the Craft in
the different shires wi:ence the manuscripts were drawn, was moulded on the
same general principles.

These manuscripts agree that the first charge to a Crafisman was, “ To be
true to God and to holy church, and use neither heresy or error, according to
your own understanding,” &c. The most of them begin by an invocation
to the Holy Trinity ; and the sacramental oath to adhere to the charges is
directed to be taken on “a book,” which some are careful to designate as
the Holy Scriptures. At the era when the originals of these manuscripts
were composed, there can not be a doubt that Freemasonry lived in accord
with the established Christian religion of England. In the sixteenth cen-
tury began the era of thereligious wars in England. The Episcopal schism
of Henry VIII, from the church of Rome, led the way. The rise of the
Presbyterian Church, topling over Romanism and Episcopacy, followed ;
and then the restoration of Episcopacy. From 154o till the passage of the
Toleration Act, 1688, there was no peace between the conflicting schisms
and sects ; and whichever in its turn was uppermost, persecuted the others
with relentless severity. It was in 1721, or nearly a generation later, that the
Constitution of the London Grand Lodge was adoptec%. We find this old charge
to be true to God and holy church, and use no heresy, is not in the London
Constitution. At some time, during the religious wars, it had dropped out
of Masonry, probably very early; the dates of the manuscript copies col-
lated, as already stated, do not indicate the date of the originals from which
they were transcribed.
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An examination of the London Constitution of 1722, and of the histo
published in connection therewith,— Payne’s Constitution, as it is called,
—will throw some light on the inquiry why the charge to be true to Holy
Church has been omitted. It will at the same time show the true exoteric
characteristics of Freemasonry.

In the London Constitution, published in 1722, the first charge, concern-
ing God and Religion, is —

‘A Mason is obliged by his tenure to obey the moral law; and if he
rightly understand his art he will never be a stupid atheist, nor an irreligious
libertine. But although in ancient times Masons were charged in every
country to be of the religion of that country, or nation, whatever it was, yet
’tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to that religion in
which all men agree, leaving their particular opinions to themselves ; that is,
to be good men and true, or men of honor and honesty, by whatever denomi-
nations or persuasions they may be distinguished ; whereby Masonry be-
comes the centre of union, and the means of conciliating true friendship
among persons that must have remained at a distance.”

At page 50 is found Rule Second, — “ For Behavior after Lodge is over.”
“You may enjoy yourselves with innocent mirth, treating one another ac-
cording to ability, but avoiding all excess, or forcing any brother to eat or
drink beyond his inclination, or hindering him from going when his occa-
sions call him ; or doing, or saying anything offensive, or that may forbid an
easy and free conversation ; for that would blast our harmony, and defeat
our laudable purposes. Therefore, no private pique, or quarrels, must be
brought within the doors of the Lodge ; far less any quarrels about religion,
or nations, or state policy ; we being Masons of the Catholic religion above
mentioned ; we are also of all nations, tongues, kindreds and languages, and
are resolved against all politics, as what never yet conduced to the welfare
of the Lodge, nor ever will. 7his charge has been always strictly enjoined
and observed, but especially ever since the Reformation in Britain, or the
dissent and secession of these nations from the Communion of Rome.’

Thus it is distinctly stated that their departure from the old Masonic
charge to adhere to Hcly Church, &c, was a matter of expediency only;
political considerations, the necessity of being in accord with the govern-
ment of the country, seemed to have compelled the English Masons to seek
a safer corner-stone than the mutable ascendency.of any particular creed in
Great. Britain would give at that time. Fortungtely, by the conjunction of
a new political toleration in the government, and a wisdom in the Craft, the
rock of a tolerant spirit, always inclined to by them, proved a safe expe-
dient, to protect the Craft in the enjoyment of its ancient ritual and its de-
vout practice of the mysteries of the royal art. How and when this change
in the first charge began, we have little information. From the second rule,
one would infer it had been formed as early as the Reformation, tempore
Henry VIII. The numerous flourishing Lodges we glean accounts of in
the seventeenth century, at York, London, Lancashire, Staffordshire, &c,
could hardly have been tenable without the change. The rule to abjure re-
ligious discussion in the Lodge, logically grows from the first charge, and
would seem the consequence of bringing persons of different denominations
and persuasions into the Lodge, or of new differences growing up within the
Craft. The Act of Toleration by Parliament in 1688, excludes from its ben-
efits and forbids religious assemblies with doors locked, barred, or bolted ;
as well as all assemblies of Catholics. This may have influenced the ex-
pediency of the change ; but rule second of the Constitution of 1722, seems
to give the weightier reason. It has also been suggested, that after the ex-
ile of James the II, this old charge favored his use of Masonry as a political
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lever ‘against the government; and that the change in the first and second
charges, separated it from exclusive adherance to the Catholic Church and the
old line of the Stuarts, and made it to adhere to the existing government,
These causes may have come into operation in the days of the Common-
wealth, or on the accession of William and Mary, A. D. 1688, as well as thirty
years thereafter. The London Grand 'Lodge seems, however, to prefer the
Reformation as the cause, rather than the Revolution. However, or when-
ever this change took place, it not only illustrates the power of Freemasonry
to accommodate itself to the political circumstances around it, but it shows
the spirit of toleration with which, amid religious wars, the Craft entered on
a mission of peace and good will among sects, that has since led the way
wherever a diversity of tolerated religions exist, in softening the asperities
of fanaticism, by providing a neutral ground where the honest and true of
various sects can meeton the same level, and become better acquainted
with each other’s virtues and sterling qualities. The Freemasons did not
pretend to have founded- any new or universal religion, but to open a com-
prehensive toleration of sects for the common practice of certain virtues,
without asking of them the surrender of any particular opinions or creed.
They imagined, not unreasonably, that with good and true men, the cultiva-
tion of virtue, friendship, equality, and reverence for God, was catholic in all
creeds. We also conclude that the declaration in the London charges, of
their desire to make men of different denominations and persuasions better
acquainted, notwithstanding their creeds and politics, meant what it said —

ot a war on creeds, but the comprehensive toleration of each ‘other’s
Creeds. This would not exclude any Christian sect from equality within the
Lodge, whether it was then favored or oppressed by the State. The
¢ stupid atheist,” and the “irreligious libertine,” are denounced in the charge
which some erroneously assume as “deistic.”

Among the leading spirits of that Grand Lodge are found the protestant
clergymen Desaguliers and Dr. Anderson, of the Presbyterian Church ;
and soon the complement was filled by a Grand Master, Viscount Montague,
of a leading Catholic family, —rather a comprehensive array of Christian
creeds, not exactly “deistic,”” The new charge involved, then, no departing
from the Christian faith, but a wider spirit of toleration. '

The usages and rituals in use in England, at the era when we received
Freemasonry, 1733, or for the few years preceding, since 1723, could they be
examined, would conclude all other evidence. The English, like ourselves
are forbidden to preserve rituals other than orally, and but few written
means of enlightened conjecture exist. We know that our rituals are
deeply religious, and our moral rules are strictly enforced. The ordeals of
our Craft can only be passed by a reverential spirit. Has there been a
time since the Charges were published, in 1723, or sinte we took them in
1733, when the usages complained of as sectarian, had no existence in
Lodges ; and if so, were they introduced by competent authority ? It will
be conceded, that, at no modern time, has Freemasonry been practiced in
this country, or in England, without a ritual of a religious character, reve-
rential to the Grand Architect of the Universe. To adhere to it as we re-
ceived it, is to keep our faith with the fathers, and maintain the landmarks.
The petitioners formally ask only this, but a considerable body of French
and other writers, insist that all references to Christianity should be ex-
cluded, whether they are ancient or not. The field of argument includes
both positions.

The evidence that Freemasonry, after 1717, did continue many Christian
symbols and usages, is very strong ; and nothing offered to your Committee
has -weakened the faith due to our traditions. 'We shall return to this
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again. Conceding then that some Christian usages are found among our
Craft in our traditions, ought we to stamp them as unmasonic and expel
them? It has been distinctly put to us by an acute and learned Israelite
brother, that as®they are oﬁ‘gnsive to him as an Israelite, we ought to
exclude them. If that is a sufficient reason, what will become of our
Society ? A Christian may ask that allusion to Kinf Solomon shall be ex-
gunged, because he was a Jew. Another may ask all allusions to Hiram to
e effaced, because he was a Pagan. The Trinitarian may ask that the
Grand Architect of the Universe shall only be addressed in_his triune char-
acter. The resurrection from the dead stands no better. Every particle of
our religious ritual and symbols must fall under the same axe, and the Ma-
sonry we have received be extinguished. Religious men can meet in a
society where all religion is forbidden, lest the sectarian feelings of one
might be shocked, but they would not be very likely to do so. Some good
men are too fanatical to come now to the Lodge, Freemasonry was not
built on this plan, but the contrary. So far as we learn, it always brought men
together under religious services. It never sought to banish the symbols of
faith, but it did declare that every one present was free to hol({ his own
faith. Having by preliminary process purged itself from the atheist and the
libertine, it left its good men and true to their own creeds and equality.
‘But it also morally asked what it accorded, namely, that each should tolerate
his neighbor’s creed, but not his assent to it. 1t is no place for intolerance.
The brother inust see that he himself is tolerant. If that worthy Mason,
Saint John, is to be excluded from our mouths because he was a christia®,
Solomon should be in that he was a jew, and Hiram in that he was a pagan.
If the argument of exclusion were sound, none competent by his faith to be
a mason, could be tolerated ritually, —a dilemma surely that shows this was
not the spirit of the Constitutions on this point. There is another way
that a tolerant spirit can be shown, besides exclusion. We have it in all
our American Legislatures and Congress, where the Chaplains, elected
usually by people not of their creed, pray for a house, three fourths of
which are not of their creed. So it is in our Army and Navy. There is
entire freedom and toleration of private opinion. The deference is a social
courtesy usual in a country of many tolerated creeds; and so understood,
it is exactly similar in Masonry with us. Thus also we think it was intended
after the Reformation in England. Their ritual was not of any particular
sect, exclusively. As we have it, each mason of every admitted creed finds
something in it that he reverences, and can interpret for himself all he pleases
to, being positively assured of his religious freedom. Thus only did our pre-
decessors think to make honest and honorable men of different persuasions
better acquainted. ,None have shown that in our rituals an unjust superiority
is given to one tolerated sect among us, over another. Certainly the Israel-
ite cannot say that his creed is belittled in any way. In thescale of equality
and justice, the Christians’ share, notwithstanding their superiority of num-
bers, is small compared to the race of the actual worshipers in the Temple ;
and it is hardly a tolerant spirit that begrudges to Christians the consolation
of learning that one of their religious worthies was also an eminent Mason.
We can have no Hebrew, no Episcopal, no Presbyterian Lodges, because
one of our objects is the social mingling of good men of various sects.
The orthodox and the heterodox must meet in the Lodge on the same level
and learn mutual esteem through good Masonry. In this diversity of creeds
lies one important field of our labor, and we should deplore the alienation
of any respectable sect from among us.
THE DEDICATION TO SAINT JOHN was represented to your Committee
as a sectarian innovation, After patient search we conclude that it is not so.
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‘While the old First Charge, to be true to God and holy Church, was in use,
such a dedication could not be held as a sectarian innovation ; it was surely
in the import of the charge. At the time of the re-organization at London,
and for some unknown earlier time, the Saints John were regarded as the
Patron Saints of Masonry ; and agreeably to ancient custom, their festivals
were kept by the Craft. Lodges also, in England and Scotland, were
named after them. The London Grand Lodge itself first met on Saint
John’s day. York Masons also celebrated on that day, before and after the
London Grand Lodge was instituted.

The Sloane manuscript, whose date Bro. Hughan gives as A. D. 1650 to
1700, has this interrogatory, — “ Whence came you?” Answer, “ From a
Lodge of the holy Saint John.” In Scotland, Ireland and England, a pe-
culiar observance by Masons of these days, existed. We have no rituals of
dedications earlier than the Duke of Wharton’s revision of the mode in
1722 ; and that Grand Isodge never printed or published the invocations of
dedication, nor did any profane writer that we are aware of, prior to their
authentic publication by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in 1798. No
evidence of a change of dedication.appears in Massachusetts from 1733 to
the present time. Saint John has been one of our patrons from the first.
The London Grand Lodge did dedicate to Saint John until a change was
made by them somewhere between 1813 and 1823, for reasons unknown to
us. The weight of evidence, as well as our traditions, confirms us in be-
lieving that the London Grand Lodge always before dedicated to Saint John.
Our own practice ; the notoriety of their recent English change; the con-
sential celebration of St. John’s days heretofore in the three kingdoms ; the
certainty that as the “ Ancient” and the “York” maintained rivalry with
the London to the close of the last century, a departure from ancient land-
marks in dedicating would have attracted Masonic notice and discussion,
combine to confirm us in this belief.

It was alleged, in behalf of the petitioners, that the ancient manuscripts
referred to, say nothing of Saint John, except the Sloane, No. 3329; but it
is to be observed that they say nothing about the ceremonial of dedication
of a Lodge at all, nor do they treat of rituals; and that they are full of in-
vocations to Christian worthies, and the Trinity, and the Blessed Virgin.
The numerous pretended exposes of Masonry in England, during the last
century, were referred to, and all of them have been examined ; not that
their evidence, if profane, would be of any mental or moral weight in show-
ing the traditions of our Craft, nor that any proof of their truth, or authori
was adduced. In every one of them, though printed at various dates, wit
exception of Pitchard’s, was found a declaration that the Lodge was dedi-
cated to Saint John ; and in his were found several questions and answers,
stating that the Apprentice came from the Holy Lodge of Saint John, with
greetings, &c, which resembles the Sloane manuscripts referred to. Neither
Pritchard, nor any of them discussed the mode gf dedicating a Lodge at all;
their ambition was that of the charlatan, selling false keys to the vulgar, which
would not open the Masonic doors. There has not been brought a record,
nor a circumstance, in a tradition, symbol, or elder contemporary writer,
which raises a doubt in our minds, of the fact that in this State, in New
Hampshire, in the London Grand Lodge prior to 1813, Lodges were always
dedicated to Saint John.

Bro. Hughan gives an account of “Saint John’s Lodge” meeting at
York, in Christmas, 1716, and making masons. Dr. Drake’s address to the
Grand Lodge of York was delivered on St. John’s day, 1726. He con-
cludes, — “ But let us so behave ourselves here and elsewhere, that the dis-



12 RELATIONS OF FREEMASONRY TO CHRISTIANITY.

tinguished characteristics of the whole Brotherhood may be fo ¢ called good
Christians, loyal subjects, true Britons, as well as Freemasons.”

The London Grand Lodge adopted its first general Regulations on Saint
John the Baptist’s day, 1721. Rule 22 required an annual communication
and feast on one of the St. John’s day; and the election of officers was to
be on Saint John’s day, unless it fell on Sunday. Ireland in 1735, and
probably from the first, had like provisions as to Saint John’sday. In Scot-
land, in 1736, of the fifteen Lodges which came together to form a Grand
Lodge, five were named after Saint John; and the circular calling them
together provided that future elections should be on Saint John the Baptist’s
day. The Aberdeen Lodge records, lately brought to light by the learned
labor of Bro. William P. Buchan, contain statutes-bearing date December 27,
1670, (Saint John’s day). The seventh statute is, “ We ordain lykways that
everie entered printise and fellow craft within this our Lodge, and all our suc-
cessors in the meason craft, that they shall pay in every year, at Saint John’s
day, twelve shillings Scots, to the Maister meason of his Warden,” &c, &c,—
“and all this money is to be spent and disposed uponas the company shal..
think fit, for the honor of that day, and ordaines all our successors in the
meason trade, to observe and keep that day, as a day of rejoicing and feast-
ing with one another ; only those who are measons ; and if any of our num-
ber be absent that day from our public meeting place, he is to be fyned, as the
will of the company think fit ; and ordaines these our laws to be read at the
entering of everie entered printise, that none declare ignorance.”

The Grand Lodge of Scotland usually styled their craft “ Saint John’s Masonry.”
Laurie, Edition 1859 p. 162. They did so when asking King William IV to become
their patron, and in other official correspondence. See Laurie, pp. 195, 210, 211 and
223, Edition of 1859. :

In Massachusetts, the Provincial Grand Lodge, organized in 1733, was called
“ Saint John’s Grand Lodge.” See Harris Constitution, 1798.

The first Lodge in New Hampshire, 1734, was called the “ Holy Lodge of Saint

ohn.” .
¥ In London Grand Lodge, the form of dedication in constituting a new Lodge, is
concealed in the editions of Constitutions of 1723, of 1767—1769, and 1784, as * ex-
pressions that are proper and useful on the occasion, but not proper to be written.”

The feast of Saint John’s day was kept in 1717—18—19—21—23—24, on Saint
John the Baptist’s day. In 1720, for a private reason, it was not kept. In 1726 it
was postponed, because the new Grand Master, (the Earl of Inchiquin), was out of
town and could not be installed. In 1725—27—28,— it was on Saixt john the
Evangelist’s day.

Dr. Anderson, edition of 1737, says as to the feast, (p. 170), that in ancient times
the Masons met on Saint John’s day, either in a Monastery, or on the top of the high-
est hills, by peep of day, and chose their new Grand Officers, and then went to their
feast, &c.

According to Brother Evans there are 117 Lodges in England named after
Saints, of which 31 on the Register are named “ St. John.”

Findel's Second Edition, p. 677, gives part of the dialogue of the Sloane manu-
script, often referred to, to which Hughan assigns the date of between A. D. 1650.
and 1700. :

Interrogation. “ Who on earth is greater than a Freemason?” Answer. “He
that was carried to the highest pinnacle in the Temple of Jerusalem.” Interrogation.
- “Where did they first call their Lodges?” Answer. ‘ At the holy chapel of Saint

ohn.”’ B )
I Payne’s Constitutions, 1723, p. 46, in the approved History of the Craft, says,
“ Nay if it was expedient, it would be made to appear, that from this ancient Fra-
ternity, the Societies, or orders of the warlike Knights, and of the religious too, in
process of time, did borrow many solemn usages.” &c.

Saint Jokn in Massackusetts. We find a connection from the origin of Freema-
sonry in this Commonwealth. The Charter to Henry Price to form a Grand Lodge,
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April, 30, 1733, states,—* * Lastly we will and require that the said Provincial Grand
Master of New England annually cause the Brethren to keep the feast of Saint

ohn the Evangelist, and dine together on that day, (or in case of accident prevent-
ing meeting on that day), on any other day near the time, as he himself shall
judge most fit.”

The Grand Lodge he formed was called * Saint John’s Grand Lodge.” See Harris’
Constitutions, 17 The record shows they kept the feast of Saint John the Evan-
gelist that Christmas week, 1733, and of Saint John the Baptist, the ensuing June
24, and so forth, year by year. A note to the Record for 1750, states,—‘ The several
intervening festivals of Saint John Evangelist, and Saint John Baptist, have been
all celebrated in due manner and form, although proper records have not been kept
thereof,” There are very few which are not separately recorded. :

On Saint John the Evangelist’s day, 1773, the Massachusetts and.the Saint John’s
Grand Lodges, dining separately, exchanged healths with great courtesies. The
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, emanating from the Grand Lodge of Scotland, ap-
pears to have kept one, and more frequently both, of these feasts yearly, from their
organization onward ; and the records show that in 1768, ata specia] meeting, the
Grand Lodge voted to omit_the feast of Saint John the Evangelist; but that at the
regular meeting early in December, after sage debate, the vote was reconsidered, the
feast ordered and afterwards kept with great satisfaction and decency.

Tomlinson’s Commission as Provincial Grand Master directed him to cause the
feasts of Saint John the Evangelist and Saint John the Baptist, to be kept. And
Oxnard’s in 1743, directed him to hold a quarterly meeting on Saint John the Evan-

elist’s day. And Gridley’s Commission, in 1755, directed that one quarterly meet-
ing should be “ on Saint John the Baptist’s day, or as near thereto as conveniently
7

ma

'I!he records of the Saint John’s Grand Lodge show that the Craft during the last
century were very careful to hold both these feasts in observance. We have no
ritual of constituting a Lodge preserved that is older than the Edition of 1792,
prepared by order of the Grand Lodge. This refers to the invocations which are
given when proceeding to constitute a Lodge prior to the Grand Master’s final con-
secration of the work. And in the edition of 1798, of Harris, solemnly approved by
the Grand Lodge prior to its issue, we find the first publication of part of these in-
vocations which precede the constituting, at p. 82. “The Grand Chaplain then ded-
icates the Lodge in the following terms,— “ To the memory of the Holy Saint John.
we dedicate this Lodge. May every brother revere his character and emulate his
virtues. Glory be to God on high.’

In dedicating, each of the Grand Officers makes a separate dedication to a dis-
tinct object or person. The one quoted is one of the several made at the same
time,

In New Hampshire, the records of Saint John’s Lodge have been searched from
1736 to the end of the century; and show, not only the most commendable regulari-
ty in celebrating the festivals of these saints, with decorum and mirth, but on one
occasion they pushed their loyalty to the patron saint so far as to censure severely
a distinguished physician of the last century, for giving a private dinner party at his
farm on that day, and absenting himself from the Lodge-feast.

The Bible in the Lodge. We are not left in doubt as to the use of the Bible in
Massachusetts Lodges. When Prov. Gr. Master Rowe was installed, in 1768, the cere-
mony was recorded and at one stage is thus described : “ The Grand Master stand-
ing zefore Solomon’s chair, Past Grand Master Price at his right hand, the Bible _
open at the gospel of Saint John, the compasses open and **#e%*&%# 1ai] thereon, all
laid on the ##*## before the Grand Master, he, (Price), proceeded to give the follow-
ing charge to the new Grand Master,”” We extract only a sentence,— “ The Bible,
Sir, which is that sacred history called the Scriptures, delivered to us by Moses,
the inspired writer of God’s Commands and Grand Master-of the Lodge of Israel,
together with the writings of the prophets and apostles, is the grand archive of Ma-
sonry, and all the most eminent virtues, moral and divine, relative thereto.” After a
few eloquent remarks on its aid to enable us “to square our principles, level our de-
sires, and plamb our actions,” &c, he adds : “ Here, Sir, is the Bible, the¥#¥k ¥,
the ##ER the HEE Rk ##% the symbols of Masonry.”’ As the Past Grand
Master Price had assisted at every installation of a Provincial Grand Master since



14 RELATIONS OF FREEMASONRY TO CHRISTIANITY.

the introduction of Masonry into Massachusetts, having been the only living Past
Grand Master during that epoch, and compelled by Masonic usage, at each death of
the incumbent, to assume the chair, and install, the new appointee, there seems no
reason to doubt that this was the correct forn.

In the promulgated forms of 1798, the Holy Writings are it is stated to be carried
in every public procession, That great light in Freemasonry, the source whence so
many creeds draw inspiration, seems to have been used in Scotch and English
Lodges before the Constitutions of 1723. Of the old Masonic manuscripts, hitherto
referred to, of whose distinctly christian character there can be no doubt, that of
1704, (Hughan, Am. Ed. p. 99), directs the oath of the Candidate to be taken on
“the holy scriptures.” Another cited by him, p. 157, of A. D. 1693, says the same.
Six others of these manuscripts, using the ordinary magisterial phrase, direct him or
them to put his or their hands on “ a book,” held by one of the seniors, while the
charges are read to him., In four of them the closing adjuration is, * so help you
God and the contents of this book.” In another, “so help you God and yoyr haly-
dom.” Ineach and all of them the candidate is cautioned, “that it would be a great
peril for a man to forswear himself on a book.” The sacramental character of this
formula in each manuscript agrees with the description of the book in two of them, as
the holy scriptures. It would be unreasonable to suppose a secular book to be im-
plied, and on such, an oath would be impious and desecrating of holy subjects.
There are some who appear to think the book of Constitutions is intended, but more
careful examination of the text will show them that the charges are to be read to
the candidate from the book of Constitutions, while the Senior holds the other book
on which the candidate has placed his hands to attest the solemnity of his promise.
The Master could not read the charges from the book held by the Senior while the
candidate’s hands are upon it. The ordinary form of judicial oath is described in
each manuscript, and the holy scriptures are clearly the book intended. In those of
the copies where the Latin is used for these directions, it has been slightly corrupted
by some transcribers, which has led to several curious doubts of another description,
but the means of correction are ample and positive.

Without multiplying references-to authorities, we will say that what has been ad-
duced either before or since the date of the London Grand Lodge, does not compel
the presumption that there was a time in England when the Bible had no place in the
Lodge. In the earliest Masonic poem extant, (the Halliwell,) supposed to be of the
fourteenth or fifteenth century, we have the adjuration, .

“ Pray we now to God Almight,
And to his moder, Mary bright,

) That we may keep these artycules (articles) here,” &c.
See also, Fol. 640, ’

““ Now then for thine holy name
Shulde me from sin and shame.” &c, &c.

It might be of doubtful propriety to open the mysteries of our Craft, but
the organization of the Master and Wardens, and their symbolic reference
to three high attributes, Wisdom, Strength and Beauty, as well as the pil-
lars of the Temple, will satisfy the initiate in the deep mysteries, that the
organization of a Lodge is absolutely based upon, and. drawn from, the
mysteries of the Bible. The earliest plates we have picturinga Lodge room,
show the Bible on the altar, often with the crossed swords, as well as’Ma-
sonic implements upon them.

It will also be borne in mind, that in the history of the Craft as officially
published by the London Grand Lodge in 1723,—even more copiously than
in the old manuscripts heretofore cited,— are given numerous references
to the Bible, for illustration of the Temple in Freemasonry. There is nothing
in Masonry as it has been practiced heretofore in this country, or, so far as we
are aware, in England, to require an inference against the presence of the
Bible in the Lodge. It maybe suggested, what will be done with a Brah-
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min if he applies, and objects to obligate on a Bible. We reply, that when
such a case actually arises it will be acted on, no doubt, justly and tolerantly,

Parallel Lines. Itis said that these are a late innovation on Freemasonry.
On the authority of Dr. Oliver, (The Johanite Masons, 1848) it was urged
these were introduced by Dunklee, about 1760. No authority was produced
for his statement. In Pritchard’s Book,— original, 1730, and two later edi-
tions,— referred to for another purpose, each has a reference to Saint John
laying the first parallel. Your Committee feel an entire want of evidence
other than our own ritual on the subject, and, not having investigated fur-
ther, express no opinion. In this connection we may say for all these sub-
jects, that at present there is in England, and to some extent here, a spirit
of enquiry into early Masonic history, that is new to the Craft. The mys-
teries of Freemasonry are not thoroughly understood even by the initiates.
A symbol, a word, a number, or a form frequently, includes an explanation,
or reconciliation of some part of the service to another, through some occult
and mystic tie, not apparent to ordinary observers, nor to be attained
through the literature of a single tongue, or of a single age in history. It
has been said by several of our most learned Masons, that they regret every
revision, as thereby some valuable link may be obliterated. And our Grand
Master said to one of your Committee, that he enquired and noted carefully
every variation of worz in different places, to see if some clue to a lost har-
mony, or obscure teaching, did not exist. It was but the other day, that
the highest Mason in another jurisdiction, communicated to one of your
Committee, a Hebrew clue to the lost Masonic word now existing in a grip
used in the Craft. The purpose of the symbols and ritual is to conceal
rather than to reveal, and the process of translation, or re-discovery, is slow,
There is danger from precipitation in acting on isolated discoveries by his-
torians, or by students in its metaphysics; and true judgment bids us wait
till the evidence is all in, and the sifting process completed, by which relia-
ble theories can be obtained. There is more in Masonry than any one man
at present knows.

Masonic Prayers. 1t also has been objected that the tolerant spirit of
our institution has been abused by a frequent voluntary inrvocation of Christ,
the Saviour according to Christian faith, that gives an air of sectarianism to
the Lodge. This complaint is made in other States also, and has been much
discussed in Masonic Periodicals. The prevailing predominance of Chris-
tian faith in the whole country, among the people both in and out of the
Lodges, is well known ; but that fact should induce us more carefully to
respect the feelings of those who are not of our creed, in a place devoted,
among other things, to removing the prejudices engendered by differences
of creed. The candidate knows at his application, how the Lodge is erected
and dedicated ; and he is told that nothing injurious to his own faith will be
demanded of him, nor should it be. He already has a religious creed, or he
cannot énter. The candidate does not enter to revolutionize ancient and
established forms, or to proselyte to his creed ; but on the contrary prom-
ises to maintain the landmarks ; the two are equivalents of each other, He
enters knowinizhere is a dedication to Saint John, and that he is neither to
proselyte, nor be proselyted. We "have already stated that the plan of Ma-
sonic toleration does not demand that one should attach the same value, or
faith, to any particular symbol, or ceremony that another does. The assent
of his conscience is not asked to another’s belief within the prescribed
creed limits. Masonry is of all the creeds that its members are. Because
a symbol is not dear to one, he has no right to attack it, if itis dear to
another. His duty is to tolerate it, knowing also that he is not asked to be-
lieve as to it what his neighbor does, and that quarrels about religion are
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forbidden in the Lodge. Z%éis is the only ground on which peace and
harmony can reign in a Lodge of various creeds, or religious toleration
exist. It is the ground on which it has existed heretofore ; the plan of our
landmarks. Both the Jewish and the Christian holy books lay on our altar,
and no man is asked on which he pins his faith, nor how much he admits or
rejects.

In examining the records, it appears that Christian prayers have been in
use more or less, probably at all times in English and American Lodges.
The Lodges have usually had christian Chaplains, sometimes probably those
who were not. They have officially attended christian churches to hear
christian sermons preached to them on their own invitation. A copious
American literature of this character exists of the last and the present cen-
turies. It is right for an institution of various creeds to do this. It would
equally be right to attend divine service with any creed that puts its trust
in God. This is tolerance. Some prayers in our ritual are as absolutely
jewish in style of invocation as some are christian. If the Lodge cannot as
respectfully listen to one as the other, it has not true Masonic toleration..
As a body we are unitarian as well as_ trinitarian. The reasons that would
cut away one class of prayers, would cut away the other. Consequently
we do not recommend interfering with the present ritual, fearing lest a//
prayers would suffer, - .

Voluntary prayers are often requested in the Lodge. What rule should
be adopted as to these ?

The invitation is given for the benefit of Masons of the several creeds in
the Lodge, and asks that the spirit of the utterer frame the best prayer
suited to their condition. His judgment is therefore solicited rather than
his peculiarities of opinion. We think confidence in such case must be re-
posed in the Chaplain, that he will not offend, or excite prejudices among
his hearers. "If he does, do not ask him again. He is not a mere praying
machine, like the water wheel of the Budhist, but a Masan, obligated to
promote harmony by a tolerant spirit. If he proves destitute of it, Masonry
has not perfected him; and those having its true spirit will soon regulate
the evil. Our Lodges contain most respectable representatives of both
Trinitarian and Unitarian creeds, and so long as they mutually respect
each other’s feelings of devotion, we shall prosper and be happy. When
either becomes too fanatical to do so, then our harmony will be lost. Those
who are too fanatical for religious- toleration, usually decline to seek our
Lodges. We certainly are the gainers thereby, but we by no means think
they.are so. Your Committee think that a Masonic Lodge, consistently
with its profession of religious liberty, could listen to the prayer of any
creed, capable of admission to the mysteries of Freemasonry; and sooner
than give up all prayer, or confine prayer to a single creed, it would be better
that tolerant prayers of all creeds were embodied in the ritual. As fegards
Unitarians, both Jew and Christian, as well as Trinitarians, the ritual, as al-
ready said, does meet their cases sufficiently. To the question, whether either

"shall be turned out, or dropped, we answer, no! No evidence has been

ﬁiven us that any particular Chaplain has, in this jurisdiction, exceeded the
imits of courtesy towards his brethren of other creeds; but in this and
other jurisdictions, some little cause for anxiety has arisen, which the good
of Masonry requires we should allay by re-stating the true grounds and
mode of Masonic religious toleration, as well as we could without a particu-
lar case before us for consideration. ,
Conclusion. Your Committee, in stating the general views on the ear:{
history of Freemasonry in England, do not ask their adoption as the stand-
ard views of the Grand Lodge. Itisrare that a historical question is ever
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set atrest ; and the mind should be left free to receive in the future with
landor, and weigh with fairness, every new light and new discovery, which
icereafter may arise on the subject, and assign it its proper place among the
hnks of proofs. It certainly cannot now be said that the means of evidence
have all been explored, or exhausted. We know of many mines now being
worked by earnest brethren.

The code of this Grand Lodge furnishes means for the disposal of this
subject. Your Committee, in relation to Masonic law, are merely seekers
after a light, only possessed in its fulness by the Grand Lodge itself. It has
not been usual for this body to declare constructions, except so far as is
needful in deciding on infringemeunts of general reguldtions, or on cases
where all the facts are before them. The major portion of the matters
which were brought to the notice of any of us hung upon the abstract pro-
position that Freemasonry in its original form was ‘‘deistic,” and devoid of
religious color; and hence, that its present usages should be reformed
where they varied from, and be made to conform to what we should find to
be the original usages, &. We have stated enough of the pertinent facts
which have come to our own knowledge, to show why we do not think that at
present the pregnant proposition has been proved to be true. There has
therefore been no necessity for us to examine further than we here report.

These main questions about the extremely ancient usages of the Craft in
a foreign country, belong to the domain of history ; where, as matters of in-
teresting investigation and ingenious speculation, they will long hold their
place. A vote upon them by this Grand Lodge would not settle a single fact,
or delay a single investigator, in continuing the search for more facts and
more light, now in energetic process and long likely to continue. The
Grand Lodge is not the forum to decide historical questions. :

It is only within the past year that we have received the valuable contri-
butions of Bro. Hughan, and the promise of further publication of manu- |
scripts is dependent on the avidity shown by the public for those now given
us. Until a complete reconciliation of all known facts can be made, or his-
torical investigation is exhausted, the subject is not ripe for decision as a
historical question addressed toits legislative discretion. We agree that it is
the duty of the Grand Lodge to the Craft, to stand by and adhere to the an-
cient landmarks as we have received them ; and to hold them in trust for
the Craft unmoved, until a case of proof beyond a doubt shallbe made
against them. So far as relates to a comparison of the practice of our art
by this Grand Lodge and its predecessors in Massachusetts, your Commit-
tee, after careful search, are satisfied that no innovations of a sectarian na-
ture have crept in. The conservation has been faithful.

Your Committee recommend the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Chas. Levi Woodbury, Joﬁn A. Goodwin, Henry Chickering, Ezra Pal-
mer. ‘Committee.

The Report was adopted by the Grand Lodge with but one dissent-
ing vote ; the Brother who headed the petition having declared himself
to be neither Christian nor Jew, requested to have his name recorded
in the negative. The request was granted.
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A GREAT DAY FOR MASONRY IN MASSACHUSETTS.

OcToBER THE SIXTEENTH, 1871, will henceforth, we venture confi-
dently to predict, be regarded, and most deservedly, as a ‘* Red-Letter
Day” in the almanac of Masonry,~—a day to be recalled with feelings
of just pride by the people, no less than by the Masons, of Massachu-
setts. . ‘

On this day the Grand Lodge of this Commonweslth, ¢ on the in-
vitation of the President of United States,” laid the Corner-Stone
of the handsome and solid edifice soon to be opened for the reception
of the important Departments of the Post-Office and Sub-Treasury of
the Government. The invitation itself, was the highest compliment
that the public authorities of the country could pay to our Institution.
It is without a precedent in the history of Masonry on this continent,
and may be justly regarded, not only as an official recognition, but a
public endorsement of its respectability and loyalty.

How efficiently and creditably this honorable duty was performed by
the Grand Lodge and the Brethren associated with it, as well as by
all the municipal and public Bodies, Civil and Military, co-opera-
ting with them, has been fully and ably set forth in the various jour-
nals of the day. But before entering on any more particular details
of the interesting occasion, we feel impelled to give some expression to
the feelings awakened by if, in our own hearts as MasoNs.

‘We have but to look back over a comparatively few years in our own
history, to recall a painful time, when the Masonic Order, so far from
being

_ “ Courted and caressed,
High placed in Hall, a welcome guest,”

by those invested, for the time, with dignity and power, was ma-
ligned, assailed and persecuted, and to sueh a4 degree that, to be known
as a MAsoN, was equivalent to becoming a target for the shafts of pri-
vate maljce and of public obloquy.

MAsONRY, firmly entrenched in the stronghold of its pure and lofty
principles, animated and sustained by an wnwavering belief in the
great watch word, ‘“Magna est Veritas et prevalebit,” held calmly and
steadily on her path of Duty, content fo bear the ¢ Cross” set up by
the ignorance and fanaticism of the Present, in the assured hope of
eventually winning the ¢ Crown ” which is ever, even in this world,
the ultimate reward of perseverance in Truth and Right and Duty!
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Nor, severely tried as was her faith, did it prove futile or false.
The lapse of a very few years sufficed to disperse the obscuring clouds
that had gathered over her pure horizon, from the corrupt miasma and
exhalations of popular ignorance and prejudice, impelled and floated
forward by the breath of political partisanship and priestly bigotry !

Year by year has seen her atmosphere becoming clearer and brighter,
until at Jast her Sun shines forth with all its wonted power and
brilliancy, to diffuse light and heat and joy over the late depressed and
darkened cycle of her operations.

Of all the good effected, and the honor won by our noble Order, since
this grand reaction took place, it would require, not these few lines, but
many ponderous volumes, to give even a partial detail. Portions
thereof have been, from time to time, described in the pages of this
Magazine. To ourselves, no part is more fraught with grateful asso-
ciations than the memory of the powerful and beneficent influence ex-
erted by Masonry in healing the terrible wounds inflicted by the unhappy
Civil War.

That noble work of healing and reconciliation was prgsecuted and
persevered in, lovingly, faithfully, earnestly, both throughout the war
and for seven years after, until the culminating point of cure was vir-
tually reached in the great and memorable meeting which took place
at Baltimore in the month of September last, when upwards of five
thousand Knights Templars, with vast numbers of other Brethren, met
to celebrate, in BRoTHERLY UNION, the triennial meetings of the Order
in that City. Well was it on that occasion, said by the Grand Master
of Maryland, in his address of welcome :

¢ If not by special appointment for other than Masonic purposes,
you still, in fact, represent our whole, and our Common Country!
The manufactories of New England—the furnaces of Pennsylvania—
the cotton fields of the South—the industry of the West—the mines of
California, are here in conclave. With no political purpose to advance,
these thousands on thousands—though they meddle not with tariffs or
imports, nor deal with other duties than those that man owes to his
God, to his fellow-beings, and to himself—will exert an influence for
good, extending far beyond the limits of Lodges and Encampments,
and co-extensive with the UNioN !”

And well and aptly in reply did our own talented Grand Master
GARDNER 8ay, in the course of his eloquent address—‘ Although we
are taught not to vex the harmony of our Masonic assemblies by the
discussion of religious or political questions, we are also taught to be
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¢rue to the government of the Country in which we reside. Thus we rec-
ognize the government under which we live, and we take pride and
pleasure in supporting the Flag, and keeping step to the music of the
Uniox !”

The sentiment—or rather fact—thus enunciated by Grand Master
Garduner, has received its public and official endorsement, in the most
complete and pointed manuer, from the.action of the government in-
inviting ours, the Parent Grand Lodge of America, to perform, in its
presence and under its auspices, the solemn and appropriate duty of
laying the Corner-stone of this new and important National Building
in Boston.

"The “ mens sibi conscia recti”—* the mind conscious of its own in-
tegrity ”—which so long sustained the heart of Masonry against all the
assaults of malice, misrepresentation, contumely and persecution—
rests upon too firm a base to meed the external support of respect and
honour from the great and powerful: but, in a country like ours,
where the Ruling Powers are but Representatives of the collective sen-
timent of the PEOPLE, we all, as Masons, may reasonably rejoice in
hi semphatic—if somewhat late—acknowldgment of our Order, as

- the ever loyal supporter of the Government,the Flag, and the Union
of our Common Country !

The limited space left us in our pages precludes the possibility of
entering so largely into the details of the ceremonies of the day,
as we could desire, and as the importance of the event would seem to
demand. Extensive preparations had been made by the city and by
the Grand Lodge to make the occasion an imposing one, and the
weather being propitious, this purpose was fully accomplished. The
principal streets through which the procession was to pass (many of
which were beautifully and appropriately decorated), were filled by
people of all ages and of both sexes, at an early hour. The public
schools were closed and the children allowed a holiday. Banks and
other public offices and most of the storés suspended business, and
their employes gladly and heartily united in giving to the occasion the
prominence which the presence of the chief magistrate of the country,
the members of his cabinet, and other distinguished guests entitled it
to.

The procession was formed under the marshalship of Bro. Col.
George O. Carpenter, aided by Gen. Wm. H. Lawrence, as chief of
his staff, and the requisite number of assistanis, and consisted of a
fine display of the military, including the first Batallion of Cavalry
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with full ranks ; nine Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic, and
sixteen companies of the Boston school regiment, composed of scholars
of the English High School, under the command of their military
teacher Col. Carl I. Zerrahn; the Governor and Council, the Mayor
and City Council ; the Officers of the Swedish Frigate Josephine, and
a long list of distinguished guests, for whose names we have not
the room to spare. We noticed among them however, Hon. E. R.
Hoar ; Hon. Charles Francis Adams ; Collector Russell ; Hon. Josiah
Quincy ; Ex-Governor Stearns of N. H.; Judges Shepley and Low-
ell of United States Court; Senators Sawyer and Cattrell, and others
of like distinction. '

The Masonic part of the procession counsisted of the Officers of the
Grand Encampment mounted, with their eminent Grand Commander
Sir Knight Benj. Dean, at their head, and the following subordinate

, Commanderies — St. John’s, Providence ; Newburyport; Washington;
Newport, R. I.; Worcester ; Springfield; De Molay, Boston; Holy
Sepulchre, Pawtucket ; Pilgrim, Lowell ; Palestine, Chelsea; Milford
Cavalry, Providence, R. I.; Narragansett, Westerly, R. I. ; Connecti-
cut Valley, Greenfield; Joseph Warren, Boston; Haverhill ; North
Bridgewater ; Old Colony, Abington ; Sutton, New Bedford ; Bethany,
Lawrence ; Jerasalem, ‘Fitchburg ; Hugh de Payens, Melrose; St.
Omer, So. Boston ; William Parkman, East Boston ; Bristol, Mans-
field ; Trinity, Hudson; Woonsocket, R. I.; a detachment of Red
Cross Knights — making in all twenty-eight commanderies, numbering
over two thousand members, with twenty-three full bands of musie,
with four hundred and eighty-six members — making the aggregate of
this part of the procession about twenty-five hundred, to which is to be
added the Grand Lodge with its Officers, Permanent Members and
Masters and Wardens of the Lodges under its jurisdiction, numbering
about five hundred. The Grand Lodge was escorted by the Grand
Commandery of Massachusetts ; the Boston Commandery, two hundred
and fifty strong, acting as a body guard.

The display, though not the most numerous, was one of the most
beautiful and attractive that has ever taken place in our city, and the
procession as it moved along the route marked out for it, was every-
where received with tokens of cordiality and delight. The appearance
of the Templars in their brilliant and showy regalia, strict uniformity
in dress, fine behavior, and gentlemanly bearing, was a subject of gen-
eral and flattering remark.

On arriving at the site pf the new building, the Grand Lodge with
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its Officers, President Grant and Vice-President Colfax ; Secretary
of War Belknap; Secretary of the Navy Robeson ; Post Master
General Cresswell ; Governor Claflin ; Mayor Gaston ; Speaker
Blaine ; Lieut. Governor Tucker; Hon. Ginery Twichell, M. C.;
Hon. Henry L. Dawes, M. C.; Mr. Alderman Little, Chairman of
the Committee of arrangements ; Hon. Marshall P, Wilder; and other
distingnished gentlemen, took their places on the platform provided for
them around the corner-stone.

The ceremonies of placing the stone were then commenced with
prayer by Rev. 8. K. Lothrop, D. D.; which was followed by an ad- .
dress by the Hon. J. A. J. Cresswell, Post Master General, and an
historical sketch of the location and its surroundings by Bro. N. B.
Shurtleff, M. D.

This closed the civic part of the ceremony. The M. W. Grand
Master followed with an appropriate introduction, in which he said
that, ¢ From time immemorial it has been the custom of the Ancient
and Houorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, when re-
quested so to do, to lay, with ancient forms, the corner Stone of build-
ings erected for the worship of God, for charitable objects, and for the
purpose of the administration of justice and free government,” and
introduced the Rev. W. H. Cudworth, acting Grand Chaplain; at the
conclusion of whose prayer the box containing a great variety of docu-
ments, was deposited in the stone by the Grand Treasurer, Bro. John
McClellan. The cement was then spread, in which ceremony the
President united with the Grand Master, and as the former came for-
ward to receive the Trowel from the hands of the latter, tbe band in
attendance struck up the inspiring air of

“ Hail to the chief we honor, who planted
The olive of peace in the soil that he ” saved.

The effect of this was electrical, even to the President, whose emo-
tions are not easily excited.

The ceremonies were then continued in acordance with the revised
and improved ritual in use in this Commonwealth, and at their con-
clusion, and before the proclamation, Grand Master Gardner delivered
the following eloquent and appropriate address : —

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Commillee representing the NationalGovern-
ment :

I have the honor to report that, in compliance with the request of the President of
the United States, the corner stone of the Sub-Treasury and new Post Office build-
ing to be erecied on this spot has been laid successfully, with the ancient ceremonies
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of the craft. This is the second time in the history of our Grand Lodge, that it has
been called upon to lay the corner stone of structures erected by the Federal Gov-
ernment — the foundation stone of Minot’s Ledge Light House having been laid
by Colonel John T. Heard, Grand Master, in 1858. We have a most notable pre-
cedent for serving the National Goverment in this peculiar manner. The first Pres-
ident, the immortal Washington, in 1793, in his masonic capacity, arrayed in the
paraphernalia of the Craft, laid the corner stone of the Capitol at Washington.
The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts reverences the name and cherishes the most
grateful remembrance of Washington. Its archives contain his letters, and annually
since 1799 a lock of Washington’s hair, carefully preserved in a golden urn, ¥ the
cunning workmanship of the Mason and patriot, Paul Revere, is intrusted to the
safe custody of its Grand Master at his installation. This precious relic we treasure
with pious solicitude. Through vicissitudes of fortune hard to endure, through con-
flagrations which have devoured our temples, this has been spared. We bear it in
our processions. It accompanies us to-day. Permit us, Mr. President, to place
this sacred relic in your hands.

It rarely happens that our ancient society participates in .matters of public con-
cern, or that by its customs and rules it is permitted to take part in transactions of
a political character. We felicitate ourselves, therefore, that when called from our
seclusion to discharge this public and proper duty, the opportunity is presented by
the personal presence of the distinguished official successor of the great Washing-
ton, of testifying our sentiments of respect and veneration for the President of the
United States of America, and of expressing the hope that he may long live in the
fond admiration of the American people. May his future march be in the van of
civilization, and his victories those of peace. The fraternity of Freemasons, the
world over, the members of which are interested in honorable peace, takes pride in
recognizing the pacific services of the Marquis of Ripon, Grand Master of England,
who led her Majesty’s High Commission in the recent conference at Washington.
The Society which Thave the honor to represent congratulates the President and his
Administration upon the re-establishment of harmony, at one time disturbed, and
apparently imperiled, between the two great branches of the Anglo Saxonrace. While
we pay our homage to the Nation’s head, we do not forget our honored Common-
wealth, nor the duties and obligations which the State imposes upon us. His Ex-
cellency the Governor graces this occasion by his presence, and adds to the brilliant
array of this pageant the escutcheon of the Commonwealth. We rejoice, also, to
render our tribute to the city of Boston, so adequately represented by the Mayor
and City Council. We congratulate them upon the prospects and flourishing state
of this ancient metropolis ; upon its commercial prosperity ; and upon the gener-
rous contribution which this capacious and elegant edifice will make to the conve-
nience of the citizens and the grandeur of the city. The institution which we rep-
resent deals abundantly in symbols, Among the working tools of our craftsmen
used to-day was the Trowel, employed to spread the cement which unites the
building into one common mass. Let it be a symbol of the more noble and
glorious purpose of spreading the cement of love and affection, which shall
unite the people and the States of this nation in an unbroken union. As the
costly and imposing structure, whose erection has been ‘‘ 8o auspiciously com-
menced has been founded, and will be carried on beneath the auspices of the
Government of the Union, let it prove a symbol of that Unmion’s duration
and solidity.” And as the different parts of this building are to be firmly tied
together with iron girders, 8o ‘‘ may the sister States of this Union be forever
bound together hy the stronger ties of common language, kindred blood and
mutual affection.”

The usual proclamation was then made by the Grand Marshal, Col.
Wmnm. 1. Grammar, an original hymn by Bro. Wm. T. Adams was
sung, and the ceremonies were closed with the benediction by the
Grand Chaplain.

* The golden arn hag this inseription ; * This urn incloses a lock of hair of the immortal
‘Washingtoa, presented to the Muassachusetts Grand Lodge by his amiable widow. Borm
February 11 (0. 8.), 1732.  Obt. December 14, O. 8. 1799.”
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There were many interesting points in the ceremonies and incidents
of the day which we should be pleased to notice, but our pages are too
much crowded for the purpose. We cannot close however without
bearing' our testimony to the admirable and impressive manner in
which the ceremonies were performed by the Grand Master and his
assistants, aud we believé this to be the judgment of all who had the
pleasure of witnessing them.

In the evening the Grand Lodge, by his special invitation, called on
the President at his hotel (St. James), and the members were person-
ally introduced and paid their respects to him, there.

GRAND LODGE OF QUEBEC.

This young and now firmly established Grand Lodge, held its sec-
ond annual communication at Montreal on the 27th and 28th of Septem-
ber, M. W. John H. Graham, Grand Master, presiding, with the other
Officers in their places, together with a large number of distinguished
visitors, including the representatives of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Texas,
Nebragka, Nevada, Kansas, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, Mississippi,
New York, Nova Scotia, and M. W, Josiah H. Drammond of Maine;
Park Davis, Grand Master, and Everett B. Englesby, Past Grand Mas-
ter of Vermont; R. W. Bro. F. G. Tisdall of New York, Ira Berry,
Grand Secretary of Maine; W. Brimsmead, Grand Secretary of Ver-
mont ; R. W. D. B. Tracy of Michigan, and others. The visitors
were received and seated according to their respective ranks ; after
which the Grand Master delivered his annual address. It is a very
able and interesting paper. Welearn from it that the Body has been
recognised by twenty-three Grand Lodges ‘ representing nearly half a
million of Freemasons.”

Dispensations have been issued for three new Lodges during the
past year, and one additional Lodge has been constituted in the city of
Montreal.

The Grand Master in his address intimates that, ¢ fidelity to the
principles of Freemasonry on which our action was based in forming
this Grand Body, duty to the numerous Grand Lodges which have al-
ready recognised us—and the maintenance of the doctrine of exclusive
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Grand Lodge jurisdiction will soon, unless averted, demand of us the
vindication at all hazards, of our right and title to undivided supre-
macy within the Province of Quebec

He expresses his appreciation of the importance of Masonic pertodi-
cals, in the following terms :

¢¢ Nor can I forbear expressing my high appreciation of the value to
the Craft, of the many excellent perlodlcals now published in almost
every portion of the globe, and I beg to suggest to all, and especially to
newly-made Brethren, that next after having become possessors of
copies of the constitution of the Grand Lodge, and the By-Laws of
their own private Lodge, they should become permanent subscribers to
one or more Masonic periodicals, as their means shall allow. ”

He refers in appropriate and conciliatory terms to the unhappy diffi-
culties still existing between the two Grand Lodges in the Dominion,

and briefly discusses the proposition for a settlement submitted by
the Grand Lodge of Canada at its last Annual Communication, in ref-

erence to which the committee to whom the address was referred, sub-
sequently submitted the following resolutions, which were adopted by
the Grand Lodge, by a nearly unanimons vote :—

¢ Where as the Grand Lodge of Quebec has been for the last two
years the Supreme Masonic authority in and for the Province of Que-
bec, and has been recognised as such by twenty-three Sovereign Ma-
sonic Bodies ; and whereas the Grand Lodge of Canada, in violation of
the well-established principles of Grand Lodge supremacy, has persist-
ently and repeatedly invaded and continues to invade the jurisdiction ot
this Grand Lodge—therefore be it

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge re-assert her supremacy as the
Sovereign Masonic authority in and for the Province of Quebec.

That all acts of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the formation of
Lodges and the issuing of duplicate Warrants, in this Province Biuce
October 20, 1869, were and are hereby declared to beirregular and an
infringment of the rights of this Grand Lodge.

That the Grand Secretary be instructed to invite all Lodges, that
were in existence prior to October 20 1869, in our territory, to affiliate
with this Grand Lodge, with the same rights and privileges as if they,

-the said Lodges, had assisted in the formation of this Grand Lodge.

That the Grand Master be authorized to proclaim at any time before
the next Annual Cémmunication of this Grand Lodge, as may seem
best to him, non-intercourse with any Lodge or pretended Lodge in this
jurisdiction that persistently refuses to recognise the supremacy of this
Grand Lodge. -

That, to all Lodges irregularly formed since October 20, 1869, this
Grand Lodge is disposed to extend all the clemency that is conmstent
with the miaintenance of the integrity of this Grand Lodge and con-
stitution of the Order, even to the issuing of new Warrants and heal-
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ing of work already done, provided always that the rights of Lodges
already recognised by this Grand Lodge be not in any way infringed.

That the Grand Master be authorized to order the foregoing to be
communicated at such time as may seem expedient to him to those
Grand Bodies that are already in fraternal correspondence with this
Grand Lodge, and request their co-operation and assistance in main-
taining the authority and supremacy of the Grand Lodge of Quebec,
in the Province of Quebec, and vindicating the sovereignty of Grand
Lodges in their respective territories.

The elections having taken place the Grand Officers were installed by
Past Grand Master, Josiah H. Drummond of Maine, Bro. Graham
retaining his place as Grand Master. .

Our talented friend and R. W. Bro. F. G. Tisdall, of New York, be-
fore the closing of the Grand Lodge, was formally introduced as the
faithful and able defender of the rights of the Body, and ** was enthu-
siastically received ; ” which compliment he acknowledged in effective
and eloquent terms. Our Brother was subsequently further compli-
mented by an unanimous vote, making him an ¢ Honorary Past Junior
Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge”— an honor which he has faith-
fully earned, and a compliment which his friends will justly appreciate.
The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form, and subsequently sat
down to an elegant banquet prepared for the occasion,

‘We have no room for the details of what occurred there, but the
Brethren appear to have made a very pleasant time of it.

APPEAL FOR THE CHICAGO SUFFERERS.

M. W. Bro. Gardner has very properly and promptly issued the fol-
lowing appeal to the Lodges and Brethren of this jurisdiction, in be-
half of the sufferers by the unparalleled and awful conflagration which
has just laid Chicago in & mass of ruins, and turned her people suffer-
ing and penniless into the streets. We most sincerely trust that the
appeal will not be in vain, but that it will be answered with a liberal-
ity worthy of the professions and the character of our Institution.
We are happy to be able to state in this connection, that the Grand
Lodge of this Commonwealth, at a special communication on the 16th,
ult, voted the sum of §1000 for this purpose, and that the Lodges and

’
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other masonic bodies in the state are generally moving forward in the
same direction.

Bosron,.OcroBER 10, I871.

To the Master, Wardens, and brethren of our several Lodges : —

The terrible conflagration at Chicago, has thrown our brethren there into
great need and suffering. They require the moneys of the Craft to give them
food, clothing, and shelter. Upon receipt of this, please collect by subscrip-
tion from the members of your Lodge, or vote from your funds such an amount
as you can, consistently, and forthwith forward it to our Grand Secretary,
Charles H. Titus, Masonic Temple, Boston, by whom it will be forwarded to
our suffering, houseless, destitute brethren in Chicago. Let Massachusetts not
be behind in this great work of Charity.

¢ Do good unto all, but more especially unto those of the household of the
faithful.’ ’

. Fraternally,

i, WILLIAM S. GARDNER,

Grand Master,

IIl. Bro. Drummond, Grand Commander of the Supreme Conncil
33°, northern jurisdiction, has made an official call upon the Bodies of
that Rite for aid for the relief of the sufferers at Chicago, and recom-
mends that collections made for the purpose be sent to Dr. Vincent L.
Hurlburt of that place.

M. E. SirJ. Q. A. Fellows, Grand Master of the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States, has made a similiar call upon the Bodies
under his jurisdiction. .

The Masons of Pennsylvania, New York and other States are rais-
ing large amounts for the same purpose, Stella Lodge of Brooklyn, N.
Y. giving $1500.

GRAND CHAPTER, U. S.

‘We do not learn that any business of much importance was trans-
acted by this Body at its late session, except the election of its Offi-
cers, whose names were given in our last. ¢ The principal point of
interest, was the permission given to use substitates in the R. A. de-
gree, and the admission of P. G. H. Priests as members.
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VISIT OF TRINITY COMMANDERY.

Trinity Commatnlery of Knights Templars of Augusta, Maine, numbering
about seventy-five rank and flle, with a fine band of music, made a very pleas-
ant visit to this city and vicinity, as the guests of Hugh de Payen Commandery
of Melrose, on Thursday Sept. 28th, making their head quarters at the Waverly
House in Charlestown. On Friday morning they were waited upon by Hugh de
Payen Commandery, to the number of One hundred and fifty, with Gilmore’s
Band of twenty-five pieces, and were escorted through several of the principal
streets of that city, and thence to Boston, on a visit to the Masonic Temple.
Returning to Charlestown at an early hour in the afternoon, the two Bodies with
their guests, united at the Waverly House in an ample and pleasant banquet, at
the conclusion of which Commander John B. Norton of the Hugh de Payen’s
Commandery called the Brethren to order, and in a few appropriate words in-
troduced Sir Knight Benj. Dean, Right Eminent Commander of the Grand En-
campment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. He spoke briefly of his recent
vigit to Baltimore, where he had attended the great gathering of the
Knights Templars of the United States, and referred pleasantly to the effect
those gatherings and the interchange of hospitalities had on the order, and to
the causes which had combined in ancient times to make this organization a ne-
cessity. The unbounded hospitality everywhere apparent among the brethren
was not the only result of the organization. It teaches toleration. There were
represeuied among them all shades of religions and political opinions, and yet
the utmost harmony and good feeling prevailed, and this spirit of toleration,
no where so marked as in Masonry, was essential to the support of every insti-
tution and in the up-building of every nation.

He was followed in neat and appropriate speeches by Sirs A. D. Knight, Com-
mander of Trinity Commandery ; Commander elect of Hugh de Payen Com-
mandery, Thomas Winship ; J. P. Woodward, Captain General of the Trinity
Commandery ; L. L. Fuller, the first Commander of the Hugh de Payens;
Hon. William H. Kent, Mayor of Charlestown ; Daniel Allen, and Past Com-
mander Foss, the band adding to the interest of the occasion by its excellent
music. .

As a fitting termination to the festivities of this occasion, a brilliant levee was
given at the Masonic Temple at Wyoming, where the ladies had an opportunity
to do their share in the entertainment of the guests. Gilmore’s orchestra was
in attendance, and a night was never spent more happily than by this merry
company, embracing the beauty, wealth, fashion and culture of several of Bos-
ton’s most favored suburban towns. A collation was spread for the company,
and everything done to make the party what it was, a pleasant success.

On Saturday morning the visiting Sir Knights left for Home by the way of
Dover N. H., where they were received by St. Paul Commandery of that city
and reached Augusta in the evening. The visit was a very pleasant one to all
parties engaged in it and both Bodies in their visit to the city elicited favorable
and deserved commendation.
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MEETINGS AT BALTIMORE.

The report of the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the
United States was, says our Brother of the Keystone, ¢ a most able
and exhaustive document,” from which he gathers the 'following notes:

Dispensation had been granted for new Commanderies in Arkansas,
Montana, Maryland, New Mexico, District of Columbia, Florida,
Nebraska, and Sandwich Islands. ‘

Application had been made from London for a charter for a Council
of Knights of the Red Cross, which was refused.

New Grand Commanderies had been formed in Kansas and Mary-
land,

Permission had been granted to resuscitate the Commandery in
Charlestown, S. C.

He had decided that nine Knights entitled to a seat and vote in the
Grand Commandery, constituted a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness. '

That the D. G. M., G. G., G. C: G., have noclaim to the office
above them, and once having held the office, should not be re-elected to
any of the three offices—that merit alone should be the claim to office
of G. M. or Gr. Com.

That the G. Master, should alone be styled M. E., and when he re-
tires from office he yields the title.

He suggested that Article 1, section 3, should be amended as re-
gards titles and rank of officers.

That the Grand Master is alone authorized to promulgate the true
work ; and recommends the appointment of a Graud Lecturer.

An amendment was offered to appoint all the officers below Recorder.

Balance in the treasury, $2198.

He suggested that every Knight pay an annual tax to Grand Encamp-
ment of five cents.

He recommended that Sir Wm. Stuart, Grand Master of England,
be made honorary member of the Grand Encampment, with the rank
of P. G. Master.

The deaths of Benjamin Brown French, Josiah Whittaker, E. T.
Gill and others, was announced in a feeling manner.

There are 30.000 Knights Templars in the United States.

The Grand Encampment refused to make the Council Degrees a
pre-requisite for the orders of Knighthood.
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TaE ScorrisH Rite. In accordance with an invitation given by
Kedron Lodge of Perfection, No. 1, to * all Masons having the de-
gree of the Ancient. and Accepted Scottish Rite,” by Grand Master
John M. Miller, the rooms of the ¢ Grand Consistory of Maryland,”
corner of Baltimore and Holiday streets, were thronged from noon
throughout the evening with visitors who had attained the degree which
admitted them. They were received by John M. Miller, 83° Grand
Master and Lt. Grand Commander of the Grard Consistory of Mary-
land, with an address of welcome, which- was responded to by Sir
Knight Thomas R. Austin, 33° of Terre Haute, Indiana, a member of
the Supreme Council of the Northern Jurisdiction.

On Thursday evening the Supreme Council for the Southern Juris-
diction, gave an elegant supper at Barnum’s Hotel to the Members of
the Northen Supreme Council present in the city, including 111. Bro.
Josiah H. Drummend, Grand Commander of the Northern Council
and thirty-one other Officers and Members. The Southern Council
was represented by Tll. Bro. Albert Pike and ten other Ill. Brethren,
Officers and members. Eloquent and forcible speeches were made by
the two Grand Commanders and ‘others. The meeting was an exceed-
ingly pleasant one, and will contribute largely to strengthen the union
of the two Bodies in the bonds of fraternal sympathy and friendship.

MISCELLANEA.

Deatr or BroTHER PETER DUNBAR.— Col. Peter Dunbar died in this city
on Saturday the 7th of October, and was buried with Masonic honors, from his
residence, on Wednesday the 11th. His funeral was largely attended by his nu-
merous military and masonic Brethren. Among the former was a large repre-
sentation of the ¢ Boston Lancers,” a fine company of cavalry, of which he was
one of its earliest commanders and most efficient supporters. The Masonic
ceremonies were performed at Mt. Auburn, by Columbian Lodge of this city,
of which he had been a member for twenty-five years. He was also a member
of the Boston Encampment of Knights Templars, and during the trials of Anti-
Masonry between the years 1826 and 1834, Masonry in Massachusetts had no
truer friend or more faithful defender. He was an active business man, and was
highly respected in the circle in which he moved. He leaves a family and a
large circle of friends to sorrow over his sudden and unexpected departure
He was seventy years of age.

CHICAGO : — We are happy to be able to state that the Lodges in this and
other Masonic jurisdictions in the country are actively engaged in the collection
of funds for the relief of the Brethren and their families, in Chicago, and that
they are meeting with encouraging success. The results will be given hereafter.

¢
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Ruopx Istaxp TUwiversity Scmoon, Nxwrorr. — We congratulate our
worthy Brother E. R. Humphreys on the recent success of his pupils at the
Harvarp Examinations. He is thus, in the prime of life, more fully con-
firming the very high opinions expressed by our most eminent University Pro-
fessors, of his sound scholarship and ability as a teacher, when he was yet a
young man. From an intimate acquaintance of several years we feel warranted,
not only in commending him as a Brother well deserving of the support and
confidence of all, but also in endorsing the opinion of our respected and rev-
erend Bro. Wells, Rocter of St. Stephens; **his family Is of that well-ordered,
refined, and cultivated character, which makes it a safe and happy home for
boys.”

DeEATH oF HoN. WM. M. TaYLOR OF TEXAS8. — We are pained to learn from
the Family Visitor (Houston) that P. Grand Master Wm. M. Taylor died at his
residence in Crocket, Texas, on the 80th of Sept. In announeing his death the
Visitor says — ¢ Words can hardly do justice to the feeling of sorrow which
this announcement will cause throughout Texas. First among his equals, a
very Bayard in all noble qualities, no man in Texas was more widely known
and loved. For nearly thirty years a leading spirit in the Grand Lodge of
Texas, having enjoyed every outward honor in the power of the Fraternity to
bestow ; and better, having the heartfelt regard of every worthy Mason in
Texas, his death makes a chasm which will be painfully felt for years.

Opp NuMmeers, VoLUMES, ETC : — To the frequent inquiries of subscribers
whose sets or volumes of the Magazine are imperfect, we answer that we have
on hand one complete set of the work neatly bound (thirty volumes), which is
for sale. We have also several odd volumes, and a variety of odd numbers of
most of the volumes, which can be had if wanted to complete volumes.

NeEw VoLuME : — We commence with the present number the thiry-first
volume of this Magazine, affording favorable opportanity to Brethren who de-
sire to subscribe for the work, to forward their names. Secretaries of Lodges
generally, are authorized and requested to act as agents for us, and to whom a
liberal commission will be paid.

Sr. Joux. — In A. D. 812, Constantine the Great made a gift to the Bishop
of Rome and his successors, of the vast palace of the Lastrans, a part of which
he consecrated into a Cathedral, and dedicated it to St. John the Evangelist,
May not this have suggested the dedication of Lodges to the same Saint, or may
not the converse be true ?

Tae Graxp Lopee or IirLivois held its annual communication at Chicago
on the 3rd of October, at which 626 Lodges were represented M. W. De Wit$
C. Cregier of Chicago, was elected Grand Master, and R. W. O. H. Miner of
Springfield, Grand Secretary.

ExreuLsion :—Czar Jones of Detroit, P. G. H. P. of Michigan, has been expelled
from Masonry by Ashlar Lodge of that city.
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‘WANT OF RooM :— We have occupied so
much of our space the present month with
the important report recently adopted by our
Grand Lodge, and the laying of the corner
stone of the new Post Office, that we have
bat little room for anything else. We do
not however think this a8 matter calling for
any apology, and believe that our readers
will think so to if they will take the trouble
to give these articles a careful and thought-
ful consideration. The report is an exhaust~
jve one, and ought to foreclose any further
discussion on the subject of it.

COMPLIMENTARY :— Our distinguished
Brother Hon. John L. Lewis, Past Grand
Master of New York, in a note to the pub-
Hshers, discontinuing his subscription to the
Magazine, for personal reasons, says-- “It is
ilke parting from an old friend, for 1 have
taken it over twenty years, and have no
fault to find with its management or sub-
scription price. **** T regardit as one of
the very best Masonic publications in the
world” The italicizing is our Brother’s, and
in view of the high source from which it
comes, we value the compliment.

Our esteemed R. W. Rrother F. G. Tis-
DALL, Honorary Past Grand Warden of the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, and talented editor
of the Masonic department of Pomeroy’s
PDemocrat, has the following on the same
subject : —

The Freemasons®
This, the oldest and from its commence-
ment most ably conducted M ic Magazi
in the world, will on the 1st of November,
next, its 31st vol During the
past 30 years our esteemed R. W. Br. Moore,
has wielded the pen editorial, and each year
has added to his fame as a reliable and con-
gervative teacher in our Masonic Israel. The
subscription price is only $2.50. As every
good Mason should have it, we will state
that the best way to obtain it, isby addressing
C. W.Moore, P. O. Box. 2,937, Boston.

THE GRAND LODGE OF TENNESEE de-
cides that non-affiliation does not deprive a
Brather of his individual rights as a Mason
but only of such additional rights as are re-
quired by Lodge membership, while it urges
affiliation as a duty. It also recommends
that the Grand Master give his official opin-
ion on no questions, except such as a ctually
exist before some subordinate Lodge, und

o which has been certified to him.

Monthly Magazine

PRESENTATIOX :— The Sir Knights to
William Parkman Commandery of East
Boston, had a pleasant reunion at theirquar-
ters in the early part of last month, the oc-

ion being the reception of a rich and ele-
gant banner, a present from the ladies, and
two field flags, by Sir Knight Parkman ; at
the conclusion of which the company sat
down to a sumptuous banquet and closed
with a ball. We are told the occasion was
an enjoyable one, and that the Commandery
is in a very flourishing condition.

NATIONAL FREEMASON — Is the title of a
new Monthly Magazine by Bro. Albert G.
Mackey, the first number of which was issued
on the first of October by Messrs. Mc. Gill
and Witherow, Washington, D. C.

Terms $3.00 per annum. The number be-
fore us {8 filled with a series of interesting
and ably written articles, and we wish our
Brother all the success in his new enterprise
that he can reasonably hope for.

A CENTENARIAN.— The centennial anni-
versary of the birth of Bro. Ebenezer Shaw
of Sheshequin, Pa. was celebrated by his de-
scendants, masonic Brethren and friends, at
that place, on the 5th of September last. He
was made a Mason in a Lodge at Tioga
Point, October 20th, 1801, and has conse-
quently been & Mason seventy years. Helis
probably the oldest living Masonin the eoun-
try.

FREEMASON’S REPOSITORY, is the title of
a new Masonic Monthly sheet, published in
Providence by Messrs. Ferrin & Hammond
at $1.00 a year. Itis a well-managed and in
teresting paper, and we wish it succes . Our
contemporary is in error insaying that either
of the Grand Lodgesin Massachusetts before
the Revolution derived its authority from
the Grand Lodge of ¢ Anclent Masons” at
London.

USEFUL:— We are indebted to Messrs.
Munn & Co. publishers of the Scientific
American, New York, for a neat little. bound
volume containing the complete census of
1870, &o, together with the new Patent Laws
in full, with forms and directions how to ob-
tain copyrights &c.; also a large variety of
information, valuable to mechanics, engi-
neers, &c. To be had of the publishers, New
York. Price 25 cts.

THE GRAND LODGE OF BERLIN, Prussis,
has refused to recognise the so-called Rite of
Memphis, on the gronnd that it is Anti-Ma-
sonic in its tendencies. It is a vile cheat
whatever its tendencies may be.




FOWLE, TORREY & CO.

Invite you to call and see their large stock of

CARPETINGS

received by late Steamers, consisting in part of FreNcH MoQuUETTES, ENGLISH
AxMINSTERS, TOURNEYS, BRusseLs, KIDDERMINSTERs, &c., together with a
large stock of AMERICAN Goobps, direct from the best manufacturers, all
at the lowest prices.

W. TOUSSAINT & CO.,

DESIGNE S AND MANUFACTURERS OF

RICH AND PLAIN FURNITURE,
526 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON.

For a specimen of their work they respectfully refer to the rich furniture, con-
sisting of Chairs, Settees, Desks, &c., in the Sutton (Corinthian) Hall of the New
Masonic Temple in this city, all of which were designed and made by our firm.

*_% Particular attention given to the manufacture of Masonic Furniture of every

description.

Masonic Furnishing Store.

. POLLARD & LEIGHTON,

|04 Tremont Street corner of Bromfield Street Boston.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

Society Regalia and Military Goods.

ALL THE VARIETIES OF

Jewels and Clothing

LODGES, CHAPTERS, COUNCILS, and COMMANDERIES,
KNIGHTS TEMPLARS’ EQUIPMENTS FUR-
NISHED AT SHORT NOTICE.,

BANNERS

OF ALL KINDS
PAINTED AND MADE TO ORDER.

e ——

Moore’s Masonic Trestlz Board ; Moore’s Pocket Trestle Board ; Webb’s Masonic
onitor, Pocket Edition; Freemason’s Pocket Library; Working Monitor ; Dic-
ynary and Manual of Masonic Law; Chase’s Digest of Masonic Law ; Tactics for
niohts Templars; and all other Masonic Publications for sale at the Publisher’s



GUILD & DELANO,
NO. 2 WINTER STREET, BOSTON.

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF

MASONIC JEWELRY fir LODGES, CHAPTERS & COMMANDERTH

BADGES AND PRESENTATION JEWELS

For Lodges, Clubs and Sociaties.

%25 Manufacturers and Dealers in Diamonds and Fine Jewel
' NO. 2 WINTER STREET, BOSTON.

University Preparation at Newport, R., I.

BY E. R. HUMPHREYS, LLD., FORMERLY OF CAMBRIDGE UNIVERS)
AUTHOR OF VARIOUS CLASSICAL WORKS.

Dr. Humphreys now devoies himself maialy to preparing students foreatering honorably, HARYV A
University, under the new regalations. i

The success of his own pupils in JUNE, and of others cleured by him of their conditions in §
TEMBER, is referred to as a proof of the care and promptness with which his teachings keep pace
the «advancing standurd of the University.

A4 very few young bourders ure received in Dr. Humphrey's family, and others in private
subject to his constant supervision.

He is permitted to refer in Boston to Rt. Rev. Bishop Eastburn. Professors Lane. Goodwin, Gu
(Dean of Faculty), Bowers. of Harvard University; Rev. A, H. Vinton. D. D.. Emanuel Church;
D. Wells, Winslow Lewis, M. D., C. W, Moore, ksq.. Hon. G. 8. Hillard: in New YORK, to the F
dent and Professors of Columbia College; Rev. Francis Vinton. D. D., Rev. D). Houghton, H. T. Tudg
man, Esq.,; also to the Rt. Rev. Bishops Huntington and Randall.

NEWPIPORT, R. 1.
October 16, 1871. -

T. O. SAVORY,
PAINTER & MANUFACTURER OF

BANNERS & HLAG:S

13 Tremont Row, Boston.

BANNER SILK & MATERIALS CONSTANTLY
ON HAND AND FOR SALE.

For specimen of work see Banuners of Joseph Warren and Wm. Park
Commanderies ; also Winslow Lewis Lodge and others. .

oF WA st gy THE MASONIC ORPHE

A Collection of Hymus, Songs, Chants, and F
CLARKE’'S SHORT VOLUNTARIES iar Tunes, designed to accompany the work aof
FOR THE and accepted Masons in all the various Degre
* Orders appertaining to the Blue Lodge..R
P lpe, or Reed Or ga’n‘ Arch Chapter, Council of Select aid
Designed chiefly as Intermediate Voluntaries and Masters, ard Commandery. Also ad:
Responses, for delicate and expressive stops. all Public and "ivate Ceremonies of the Fr
EASY AND PLEASING. Installation and Dedieation, Funeral Obsoqu
Selected and Arranged by arranged expressly for Male Voices, with sw
Wm. H. Clarke, paniment for the Organ or Pianoforte. By
Author of the ‘* New Method tor keed Or-ARD M. DOW, Organist of the ‘Grewil)
gans.” Price in Boards $1.50. sent post-paid o, 3fugenchusetts. Bound in Large Quared
receipt of price. I'rice, $3.00. Sent post-pnid on receip-#i

OLIVER DITSON & CO., 277 Washington (54 i .. B
Street, Boston. Charles H. Ditson & Co., 711 (,)‘l"f?_': ;l_) ‘,f§°“\.ff_, 9?_:_ osten. OIE
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" ARTHUR W. LOCKE & CO.
Masonie Printers

COR. CONGRESS & WATER STS., BOSTON.

POST OFFICE BOX. 2987.

By-Laws, Dimits, Notifications, Applications, &c., &c., printed to

order at short notice.

We would call the attention of Secretaries in need of any description
of Printing, to our large assortment of Masonic Engravings. For specimen of
our work we refer to the ‘¢ Centennial Memorial ” printed by us for the Lodge
of St. Andrew, Boston.
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THE STANDARD.

PRICES REDUCED,

These Celebrated Scales are still far in
advance of all others in Accuracy, Durabilsty
and Conventence, and our long experience
and unequalled facilities enable us to con-

stantly add all such real IMPROVEMENTS,

as will enhance their well-earned reputaﬁon

as the most
PERFECT and RELIABLE
SCALES in the WORLD.

SCALES.

MILES' DOUBLE LOOK
ALARM TILL,

A Perfect Protection
Against Till Tapping,

FAIRBANKS, Brown & Co.,
118 MILK STRET, BOSTON.

FAIRBANKS & CO..
252 Broadway, New York.

WANTED !

WANTED' -

Agents in every city and town througl{ont the country to

solicit subscribers for this Magazine.

Liberal terms to Agents.

- Samples of the Magazine sent on application to

ARTHUR W. LOCKE & CO. Publishers.
Merchants’ Building,
Oor. Oongress and Water Sts. Boston.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY.
lODGES

. 3t. john’s; Boston, first Monday.
' Mt. Lebanon, “  second Monday.

- Massachusetts,* third “
Germania, . ¢ fourth * «
Revere, “  first Tuesday.
Aberdour, *  second Tuesday.
Zetland, ¢ third “
Joseph Warren,*  fourth “
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Eleusis, “  third “

W inslow Lewis“ second Friday. -
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H ammaft, “ “
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A d elphi, 6“ .
Rabboni, o

b o

first Friday.

fourth *
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Lafayette, “ “ “ Mon. = -
Union, Dorchester. Tu. on or bef, F, »
Bethesda, Brighton, first Tuesday.

'Mt. Olivet, Cambridge, third Thursday...c
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Mizpah, “ second Monday
Faith, Charlestown, second Friday.
Hepry Price, * fourth Wednesday.
King Solomon’ s& second Tuesday.
Star of Bethlehem, Chelsea, third Wednes.
Robert Lash, - fourth “
Putnam, E. Cambridge, third Monday. .
Charity, N “ first

fourth W’nesd’y,Mt. Vernon, Malden, first Thursday.

Palestine, South Malden, second Tuesday

South Boston, first TuesdayMt. Hermon, Medford, first Thursday.

Wyoming, Melrose, second Monday.

first Th’rsd’yRural, Quincy, Th. on or before F. M.
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in the settlement of legal questions. It is the first work of the kind ever published
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United States Masonic Convention, held at Baltimore, Md., in 1843, and was
designed to secure uniformity of Work in the Lodges throughout the country.
It received the approval, and was adopted by a large majority of the Grand Lodges
then in existence. It was subsequently enlarged to double its. original size, and
made to include the work of the Chapters, Councils and Encampments; and, so
enlarged, was and is the most COMPLETE and PERFECT Masonic Manual ever pre-
sented to the Fraternity. It was so acknowledged to be by the most distinguished
Masons.in this country and in England, where it became: popular and is extensively
used. It has passed through more than thirty editions and still continues, not-
withstanding the multiplicity of similar works, to maintain its original popularity.

tls unquestnonably the best and most reliable Manual of its kmd in the market,
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THE PLACE AND VALUE OF TRADITION.

The close of the last century, and the commencement of the present,
were strongly marked by a spirit of skepticism, which at first directed

its efforts through the pens of Voltaire and similar writers in France,
" and Payne and his sympathizers in England, to the overthrow of re-
ligion ; and, secondly, urged Niebuhr and his followers to discard in
the examination of history, all TRADITION as utterly valueless and
unworthy of any consideration on the part of the historical investiga-
tor. The same proud self-sufficient spirit of doubt and denial led
scholars Jike Wollff in Germany, to dispute, and finally to deny al-
together, the long received belief which had ascribed the composition
of the Homeric Poems to Homer, and to assert that ¢¢the blind old
man of Scio’s rocky isle,” was merely the offspring of the 1mavmatlon
of legend-inventors of a distant age.

‘Within the last half centurya reactlon has taken place — a better and
wiser spirit has taken possessxon of the minds of thoughtful men, in
every department of religion, science, history and literature.

The terrible and disgusting era of blasphemy, licentiousness and
wholesale murder, which was the natural and logical result in .France
of the skeptical and infidel opinions of Voltaire and his followers,
opened men’s eyes to a clearer perception of the fatal tendency of such

.principles, and a short experience of their degrading and fatal conse-
quences sufficed to overthrow the foul ¢ Goddess of Reason” and re-
store revelation and the acknowledgment to God and His laws to their

3
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rightful place of supremacy and honor; in all but the breasts of a cor-
rupt and vicious minority. )

The critical and ‘doubting spirit of Niebuhr, although allowed to run
riot in an excess which, in the end, detracted even to an undue extent,
from his great and well-won reputation, still was useful, for a time, as
a counterpoise to the inconsiderate and weak credulity which had
marked the works of many preceding historians, modern and ancient.
But, when from ‘being the calm and keen investigator and critic of
truth, he advanced to the position of an assailant of all ancient his-
tory or tradition, except such as could be authenticated by documentary
evidence, and clear continuous proof, his influence, as an historical au-
thority, was speedily weakened, in the estimation of those most capable
of forming a right judgment, on all that concerns the elucidation and
composition of history. His absolute disregard and denial of the old
Roman traditions, was not merely a shock to the ideas and feelings of
those, of whose school-creed they had formed an essential and promi-
nent part— (that, as a trial, we must willingly submit to, if TrRuTH de-
mands it) —but was an evidence, in the reckless and extravagant way in
which it was exercised, of a ruthless iconoclastic spirit, which did not
hesitate to root up many beautiful and precious flowers, while claiming
to clear the field of history of a few noxious weeds. His course in this
respect, bore a striking analogy to that of the extreme Calvinistic Re-
formers of the sixteenth century, who, in their blind zeal to clear away
" the incrustation of errors with which Popery had, through the centuries,
been covering and concealing the pure and chaste fabric of the Chris-
tian church, tore away arch, and architrave, and column — all that
was graceful, and grand, and wsthetic, and left but the walls of a bare
conventicle, and the’tenets of a cold cautious system of religious dogma,
to embody their idea of the restored, pure, lwmg, glowing church of the
FATHERS and APOSTLES.

The traditions of the many hero-names of Roman history were doubt-
less, in the long course of time, much altered colored and exaggerated 3
but of them as well of the old hero-tales of other nations, thinking men
have now decided that there is much more sense and logic in believing
them tq have had some true and solid foundation in fact, than in sup-
posing them to have been in toto the ldeahstlc and romantic conceptions
of an uncultivated people. .

In like manner, while the obscuring and corrupting influence of the
Dark and Middle Ages had, at length, by the beginning of the sixteenth
century, covered the prineiples and practice of thé once pure Church of

.
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Rome, with such an overgrowth of superstition as almost to hide from
view the chaste and noble edifice beneath,— and had so altered, added
to, and distorted, many of the traditions of the early church, as to
render them almost unrecognizable — the original structure still lay
down there, strong and indestructible, and only waiting to be relieved
by wise and skilful hands, of the superincumbent mass of rubbish, be
neath which it lay oppressed and crushed. At the-base too, of those
exaggerated and highly colored ¢ Lives of Baints,” and other church
traditions, there was & no less real and sound substratum of historic
truth, capable of affording — and which, under the hands of the more
rational Reformers has afforded — most valuable lessons to Christians
of the present day, even in their dim and scanty portraitures of the
Christian life of old.

The lesson to be derived from all this is, that in our treatment of
TRADITION, a3 of most other things connected with man and his acts
and history, ¢ the middle way is ever the safest.” ¢ In medio tutissi-
mus tbis,” wrote the wise Roman poet 1900 years ago, and his maxim
is still a golden one.

To aceept all traditions, without due mqulry into their probablhty,
intrinsic worth, and collateral claims to authenticity, would be purile
and weak : but it is no less so, and indeed totally unfair, illogical and
subversive of all fair principles of critical inquiry to reject — condemn
without trial — all but such as are attested by regular records.

Yet this is precisely what certain Brethren in this country, imita-
ting the unwise and inconsiderate example of others in Europe, are
this day seeking to do, in regard to the traditions of Masonry. "Bent
apparently — and we fear not always for a worthy object — upon con-
vincing the world at large that Masonry is but a thing of yesterday —
the creation of a few speculative minds of the early part of the last.
century — they are for refusing, and urging others to refuse, all credit
to any traditions or hlstorlc evidences, except the actual records of
Lodges.

In pursuing this course, they must either forget, or wilfully ignore
the fact, that the very constitution of our Order, and the perils with
which it was environed, during many ages, in Europe, rendered the
keeping of such records extremely unwise and dangerous, not to say
often quite impossible. Secret societies, in all ages and countries, have
always been compelled to be extremely careful ia this matter. To
select one example out of many that readily occur, does any historie
scholar doubt the existence of the ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES in ancient



36 _ THE DISCIPLINARY POWER OF MASONRY.
Greece, because no records of their manner of celebration have been
found in Grecian literature ? or, again, would not the ridicule of all -
accomplished historians and antiquarians be the just punishment of
him who should, for the same redson, deny the esoteric doctrines of
the great Greek philosophers, and of the Brahminical and Egyptian
priests ? :

But we must defer the fuller discussion of this important subject
to another opportunity; but meantime — convinced ourselves by
long and careful investigation, that the great body of our traditions
are worthy of belief and acceptance — convinced, as we have indeed
proved on many occasions, that the theory of Freemasonry’s having
originated in 1717, is not only untenable, but (we repeat emphatically
and advisedly) ridiculously baseless and unjustifiable — we would most
-earnestly and affectionately urge our Brethren to cling firmly to
the ¢ old landmarks,” ‘and the good old traditions of our Order. The
purity, elevation and benevolence by which those traditions are in-
spired, are the besf and most convincing proofs, to every true Masonic
heart and mind, of their authenticity and value. Strip Masonry of
the great and good principles which it is their main purpose to incul-
cate — Reverence to God —Love to Man — and you do not merely
rob it of its noblest and highest ornaments — the true insignia of its
royal pre-eminence and power; but you dethrone the true and lawful
monarch, and wickedly elevate in his stead a graceless, godless usur-,
per, unworthy alike of the respect and reverence of man, and ot
the protection of Him — the Supreme Architect of the Universe, whose
favor and fostering care have hitherto conferred upon our Order so
much of prosperity, usefulness and honor, as the benefactor of human-

ity. :

~ THE DISCIPLINARY POWER OF MASONRY.

The disciplinary power of Masonry is both general and local. It
is general when called into action for the correction of offences that
are not necessarily of a local character, but affect the general inter-
ests of the whole Fraternity ; as the violation of those universal laws,
obligations and duties, the abnegation' or wilful disregard of which
tends to bring discredit upon the government of the body. It is
local, or personal, when the character of an individual Brother is so de-
based by his own acts as to injuriously affect his relative personal duties.
In the first case, the offender may be held responsible on charges pre-

3
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ferred by any member of his Lodge, knowing the facts, or en the com-
plaint of the Master or other officer of the Lodge of which he is a
member, or in default of affiliation, of any Lodge within whose]} juris-
diction he may reside. In the second case, being entirely local or per- -
sonal, the complaint should be made by the aggrieved party in erson
and in writing. In both cases the complaint should be predicatedo
definate and precise specifications.

Controversies growing out of business transactions with parties out-
side of the Order, cannot properly be brought into the Lodge, except in
cases where, by conviction in the criminal courts, or by their notoriety
aud demoralizing influence on the personal character of the offending
Brother, the continuance of his Masonic relations would implicate the
“character of the Lodge to which he beléngs or the Fraternity at large.
But such cases should never be entertained except from positive and
pressing necessity. It is safer and wiser to leave them to the action of
the civil courts, where they properly belong. If they cannot be so
reached Masonic law will generally be found inefficient for the purpose.
Besides, the admission of such a practice would be pregnant with so
much of evil, as to expose the Lodge to frequent and unnecessary dis-
sensions, It should however be borne in mind that there are many and
important differences between the penal laws of Masonry and those of
the civil courts. The trials in both are frequently conducted on widely
different principles and are governed by different rules of proceeding.
The object of both is, in theory, to elicit the truth, but the practical re-
sult of the latter too often falsifies the theory, while in the former it
rarely fails to accomplish its purpose. The reason is that Masonry, in
its judicial investigations, is not restricted and controlled by the techni-
cal rules of the civil laws, through which the accused is too often en-
abled to escape conviction, and the innocent is made to suffer. In view
of this fact, it has been claimed by some intelligent writers on Masonic
jurisprudence, that conviction in the civil courts is not in Masonic tri-
als always to be received as absolute proof of guilt, nor is acquitfal to
be received as positive evidence of innocence. In all such cases how-
ever, the testimony elicted before the civil courts is admissible in any
subsequent prosecution of the case by the Lodge or other Masonic tri-
bunal ; where it may be confirmed, or otherwise, by new evidence, not
admissible under the more exacting rules of the civil law.
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OUR BRETHREN IN CHICAGO.

'We cannot better describe the losses and the personal sufferings
consequent thereon, of our Brethren by the late destructive fire in Chi-
cago, than by saying that they have lost their all, and been reduced
from opulence and comfort to penury and distress. We have seen it
stated that there were eight or ten thousand Masons in the city, most
of whom having families. Taking this as the date it may we think be
safely assumed that there are not less than thirty thousand persons,
men, women, and children, among the sufferers, who have especial
claims upon the sympathy of Brethren of the Masonic Fraternity.
‘We are gratifled to know that our Brethren in all parts of the country
have contributed and are still contributing liberally to the relief of the
great mass of the sufferers without distinetion. But the calamity pre-
sents a case which appeals directly to the fraternal sympathies of our
Lodges, as such. It is a strong case of Masonic suffering, and irresis-
tibly pleads for the highest exercise of Masonic charity. There are
few Lodges in any part of the country whose treasuries are so low that
they cannot-afford to contribute from one hundred to five hundred dol-
lars each in an emergency having so strong claims tnpon them. We
desire not to be understood as intimating that our Lodges are in any
sense remiss in the generous work before them. We know that large
sums have already been collected in the larger cities of the Union, and
that the Lodges in the interior, with less means, are contributing lib-
erally to swell the aggregate, but the need is great and imperiously

_ calls for corresponding effort for its relief.

We learn that every Masonic hall in the city was destroyed. The
old Temple on Dearborn, between Randolph and Washington Streets,
originally occupied by all the Masonic Bodies in the place, but re-
cently by Lafayette Chapter, Chicago Council, Apollo Commandery,
and the Scottish Rite Bodies, was destroyed, as also are Blaney Hall,
a place of beauty, and the home of Blaney, Turner and Ashley Lodges,
also Oriental Hall, one of the finest in the country, where Oriental
Garden City, Wm. B. Warren, Waubansia, Germania, and Chicago
lodges met, is no more., The new and splendid Blair Hall, on La
Salle, between Madison and Jackson, occupied by Dearborn, Blair and
Bigelow Lodges, is also gone. ’

And Kilwinning, Covenant, Keystone, Lincoln Park Lodges, Cor-
inthian Chapter and Bernard Commandery, on the north side, are
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without homes. Perhaps their records and charters are saved, but we
~ fear the worst. Fifteen lodges, two Chapter:ﬁs, one Council, two Com-
manderies, and the Scottish bodies burned out in one awful fire !

Our Brethren, (says Bro. Reynolds in the Trowel) with their wives
and children, who are homeless, shelterless, penniless, and out of all
employment, can be counted by the thousands.

The Trowel also informs us that the M. W. Grand Master, Bro. D.
C. Cregier, lost the accumulations of twenty years. Heis left utterly
destitute, with a wife and six children, and loses all his scientific’ and
Masonic works, splendid instruments, and his working apparatus.
His family did not even save their clothing. His resources are will,
knowledge, strong manhood and a good profession.

But it is not worth while to cite particular cases where all are
equally distressing.

'GRAND LODGE OF HAMBURG IN NEW JERSEY.
)

We regret to learn, as we do froin an official communication from
the Grand Master of New Jersey, that the Grand Lodge of Hamburg
continues to persist in her illegal and unmasonic purpose of depreda-
ting upon the lawful jurisdictions of the Grand Lodges of this country.

‘We regret this the more, because, after the earnest and repeated pro-
tests of the Grand Lodge of New York {whose jurisdiction she has
violated in a similar manner), already laid before. her, her persistence
in the unauthorized course she is pursuing, indicates a spirit of defiant
obstinacy and insolemce, wholly inconsistent with the character and
duties of a Masonic Power. The simple fact that the two Lodges she
has unwisely and presumptuously assumed to place in the city of New
York, are held by the Grand Lodge of that State, and by the whole
fraternity in America, to be irregular bodies, which no loyal Mason
in the country can recognize, but is bound by his obligations of fealty
to repudiate as unworthy of fraternal sympathy, should be a sufficient
intimation to hédr that the continuance of the exercise of such unwar-
ranted powers, is only calculated to annoy the fraternity here, and to
hold herself up as a body unworthy of the respect and consideration
due to her position as a ruling Masonic Power. She ought to under-
stand that she cannot succeed in a course so wholly objectionable and
offensive to her brethren on this side of the Atlantic, and that the in-
evitable consequence must be, to place her more effectually than she
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now is, in the unhappy relation held by the Grand Orient of France,
for a similar dereliction of duty.

The communication of the Grand Master of New Jersey announces
that a Lodge has recently been established in the city of Hoboken by
authority of the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, under the name of ¢ Lodge
Beton zum Licht, No. 8,” and he * fraternally invites the co-operation
of all the Grand Lodges of the United States, with which this*Grand-
Lodge (of New Jersey) holds amicuble intercourse, in resisting this
renewed disregard of well established Masonic Law, and invasion of
territory, masonically occupied, on the part of the Body claiming to be
Masonic, known as the Grand Lodge of Hamburg.” This invitation
will, as a measure of self defence, be promptly and unanimously an-
swered by every Grand Lodge in this country, and thus all intercourse
between them and the Grand Lodge of Hamburg and its affiliates will
be insisted upon more rigidly and generally, than heretofore. This, we
repeat, is a result to be regretted, but it is inevitable, unless the latter
body shall retrace its steps and abandon its mistaken policy.

NEW SCHEME OF LIFE INSURANCE.

Our Brethren of Tennessee have organized a system af Life Insur-
ance, for their mutual benefit, which to say the least of, it is, so far as
we know, original and unique in its general features. The company
was chartered by the Legislature in 1869, as a purely charitable
and benevolent association, and went into operation in that year. The
plan of it is as follows: — Any man or woman between the ages of
fifteen and sixty-five, that can pass the medical examination common
to Life Insurance, can become a policy-holder by paying $12 50.
Upon the death of a member (policy holder) the surviving members
are assessed $2, which is the amount paid to the widow or the bene-
ficiary of the deceased member, thirty days being given to pay in the
assessment of $2, after due notification. When the association num-
bers several thousand, they will be classed according te ages, viz.: all
between the ages of 15 and 25 years, in one class ; all between 25
and 35 years, in another, and so on up to 65 years, which is the limit ;
and every class to be carried to 5,000 members ; then a policy will be
worth $10,000. Until that time, each will be worth double the number
of dollars as there are members of the class. When one class is full
and another is being formed — in other words, when the association
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begins its classification — members of a class only out of which a
death occurs, will be assessed the $2. $8 out of the $11 50 constitutes
a sinking fund to provide for the delinquéncies of members, and said
fund is loaned on interest, the interest accruing therefrom after defray-
ing expenses, coming back to the policy holders in the way of divi-
dends. The company now numbers over 1000 members, and is in-
creasing rapidly. A policy is therefore worth to-day over $2,000, and
will probably be worth $10,000, within the next yeaf. According to
American insurance mortality experience, 30 will die annually out of
5,000 persons. If this be true, $60 per annum would have to be paid
in order to keep up in this association a policy of $10,000.

We are not sufficiently well acquainted with the laws and practical
operations of Life Insurance, to give any reliable opinion on the as-
sumed advantages of the above plan over the system in more general
use, but it impresses us favorably, and may be worthy of the consider-
ation of our Brethren in other States.

GRAND COUNCIL R. & S. MASTERS, NEW BRUNSWICK, DO-
MINION OF CANADA.

To the fraternal kindness of Brother Tisdall, the editor of Pomeroy’s
Democrat, we are indebted for the following :—

“The Grand Council of New Brunswick, assembled at Masonic Hall, St.
John, New Brunswick, on the 3oth ult, M. IlL*, Comp.. J. C. Hathaway
18° in his address from the Grand East, alluded to the formation of the

*Grand Council of Ontario, and recommended fraternal recognition, &c.
M... P.. Comp.'. Robert Marshall, 33°. presented his credentials as repre-
sentative of the Grand Council of Missouri, and was received with full hon-
ors; and subsequently as proxy for Rt... IlL.-. Comp.". Robert Ramsay, 32,
who was unable to be present; he presented Comp.’. Ramsay’s credentials as
Grand Representative of the Grand Council of Ohio, and was cordially
welcomed. The following resolution was unanimously adopted :—

Resolved.— “ That Grand Council cordially welcome IlL.. Bro... Robert
Ramsay 32°, as representative of the Grand Council of Royal and Select
Masters of the State of Ohio, near this Grand Council, and elect him a per-
manent member of the Grand Council of New Brunswick.”

The Grand Council also elected M. Ill., Comp.". T. D. Harrington, 33°.
and R.. IlL-..Comp.. W. J. B. Mac Leod Moore, 33°, Honorary Members
with the rank of Past Most Puissant Grand Master.
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The following resolution, showing a highly liberal and fraternal spirit, was
then unanimously adopted :—

Resolved,— ¢ That Grand Council hereby extend a cordial welcome to our
sister Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario, and appoints
M... P.. Grand Master, II.. Bro. T. C. Harrington, 33°, Representative of
this Grand Council near the Grand Council of Royaland Select Masters of
Ontario.” . .

Grand Recorder, Rt. . IlL.. Comp.. D. R. Munro, 18° was unanimously
elected M.', P>, Grand Master, and IlL.-. Comp.*. A. T. Goodwin, Grand Re-
corder.” . s ,

Cryptic Masonry may now be said to be placed on a firm basis in the Do-
minion of Canada. It is the first Masonic Bodyin Ontario, that apprecia-
ted the absolute necessity of allowing each Grand Body to have its own
State or Provincial Supreme authority. We wish the Grand Councils of
New Brunswick and Ontario every success.

WHAT CONSTITUTES A PAST MASTER.

DeAR BROTHER MOORE.—The question as to what constitutes a Past
Master was virtually introduced in the Grand Lodge of Virginia, at its last
session by a decision of the Grand Master: viz. that “the installation of a
Master elect of a Lodge, followed by immediate resignation, will not en-
title him to the rank of a Past Master who has not actually passed the Chair.”
In opposition to which ruling the Grand Lodge adopted the following, as re-
ported by the committee to which the subject was referred. “Your Commit-
tee are of opinion that a Master .elect who has received the Degree of Past
Master and been subsequently installed as Master of a Lodge is a Past

Master without regard to the length of time he may have occupied the chair.” |

The point in this discussion is really whether the oath of office and the
formal ceremonies incident to the installation of a Master, independent of
the constitutional term of service, are of themselves sufficient to constitute

the recipient a Past Master. In the decision of the Grand Master there-

are two allegations ; one, that the ceremonies inducting to office do not make
a Past Master, and the other, that to insure that rank there must Le, inad-
dition to the ceremonials, an occupancy of the office and a personal compli-
ance with its duties, for a full constitutional term. Both of which positions
are unquestionably correct. It seems to be a fair logical deduction, that
where the constitutional regulations make the election annual, the term of ser-
vice is for one year, and as the introductory ceremonies are also provided for,
the acquisition of both is necessary to secure the emoluments of the office.

The practice of annual elections of officers in subordinate Lodges was
probably established as a regulation early in the last century. It may possi-
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bly find its source at the annual gathering of the Craft to choose a Grand
Master, even before a Grand Lodge originated. At any rate, be that as it
may, it has now become a universal custom with the Craft, modified only by
a difference of opinion regarding the length of time a Master should remain
in office, before he is entitled to the benefits arising therefrom. While the
right to resign a stational office is conceded by some Grand Lodges, it is de-
nied by others and its awards withheld. There are very few instances, how-
ever, where the ruling so perfectly cuts off the necessity for personal service,
and empowers the creation of Past Masters by a mere formal ceremony,
as does this of Virginia. These conflicting regulations are more the result
of diversified opinions and unscrutinized cnstoms, than of any disposition to
do violence to any old Masonic rule, and really grow out of a misconception
of a well defined fundamental principle in Masonic government. But stilla
deviation from the original design, however innocently fallen into, rarely
ever adds strength or beauty to the institution. While the power may lie in
a Grand Lodge to determine the prerequisite to Pastmastership, its right to
violate any principle of Masonic law or usage in doing so, and particularly
when its origin may be traced, as in the present case, to the earliest system
of Masonic Government, is very questionable. It would be more desirable
if the usage in this particular was more uniform: its incongruity not only
leads to some embarrassment, but breaks in upon the harmony and symmetry
of the Masonic system. In some instances, the various rulings and laws
diverge so sharply, as almost to preclude the probability of a reconciliation
of these conflicting views ; nor can relief be expected from this anomalous
condition, unless by a general impulse the subject receives the calm and de-
liberate judgiment of an enlightened brotherhood.

Among the ancient charges is this. “No brother can be made a Warden
until he has passed the partof a Fellow Craft; nor Master until he has ac-
ted as a Warden ; nor Grand Master unless he has been a Fellow Craft be-
fore his election, who is also to be noble born, or a gentleman of the best

. fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some curious architect or other artist, de-
scended of honest pareats,and who is of singular great merit in the opinton
of the Lodges, and further that in selecting a Deputy, the Grand Master is to
choose a brother who must be then, or must have been formerly, the Master .
of a particular Lodge. * # #» ]t is evident from this special charge that
merit and practical service are made a sine gmxa non to official positions ; no
more initial ceremony could substitute its potent demand for physical duty -
and moral worth. Language more cogent could scarcely have been selected
to emphasize the design of the Craft of that day, to secure a proper appreci-
ation of an official station by the occupant, and the responsibility resting
upon him for fidelity and assiduity in the personal discharge of his duties.

The natural tendency of the doctrine of the Virginia Committee is, to em-
power a Lodge on the evening of the election, if it sees fit to confer the
honor, to passany number of Wardens and Masters, it has the time and sub-
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jects to operate upon. Under a certain condition of things in some localities,
this would be a most dangerous liberty. As startling as such a proposition
may be, its conclusion is inevitable. Nor is such an idea preposterous;
doctrines equally strange, hurtful and absurd have been tarried into practice,
and their damaging effects realized. The Grand Lodge of Virginia makes
the elections in its subordinate Lodges annual, and provides for filling any
vacancy which may occur, but there appears to be no Regulation securing
the benefits of the office against forfeiture, should the officer relinquish his
duties before the termination of his official term. In consequence of this
omission the benefits of the office are accorded tc him by a local usage;
there is no statute under which he could take refuge and claim the benefits
as a right, should any questions arise as to his title to the privileges. The
decision of the Grand Lodge in the case under review, has no constitutional
Regulations to sustain it, beyond the force of a custom. The context of the
Constitution is more strongly against it than in its favor. The annual elec-
tions fix as a consequence a yearly term of service, and although a remedy
is provided, to relieve the Lodge from any embarrassment should any exi-
gency arise, the object of the Regulations is to keep the Lodge in a healthy
working trim, not to heap honors'on such as may be derelict in duty. The
tenor of the Constitution establishes this reasonable positien. Where
ever the terms “ Master ” and “ Lodge ” appear in it, may be traced the de-
sign of the law to enjoin upon the Master his personal attention to the du-
ties of the office during the elective term ; for instance, he is made the re-
sponsible custodian of the Warrant ; he is to preside in the Lodge during
its sessions ; he is to exercise its executive functions; heis held account-
able for its lawful transactions ; he is to become proficient in the work and
lectures, and during his term of service holds membership in Grand Lodge.
These duties and responsibilities are indicative of a personal identity with
them, and mean action, and faithful labor. The Master’s official obligation, al-
though encumbered by extraneous immaterial matter, enforces an individual
application, and brings more vividly.to view the responsibilities consequent
updbn his new relationship to the fraternity and Institution. Very many of
our intelligent brethren overlook these items which so forcibly strengthen
the argument of practical service, and indulge the impression that the cere-
monies incident to the installation, are of themselves ample to create a Past
Master, and thus impart to their theory vital reality.

The correctness of the term “ Degree ” as applied to the initial installation
ceremony is very questionable even with its prefix “honorary.” It would
be questionable in a Collegiate sense, if intended to carry therewith any
mark of distinction. - If there was any ceremony attached to the adminstra-
tion of the Masters oath of office originally, it is not at all probable it was
classed as a Degree. It assumed that character after it was incorporated
among the Degrees of the Chapter, as a prerequisite to the Royal Arch De-
gree.. So far as the present generations may date back their personal
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knowledge in this matter, it is probable they have known no other form than
the one at present in vogue. Many are familiar with its traditional history
and ceremonial, but the oldest, who may be with us now,is scarcely old
enough to have been Masons at the period when this new American work
was first introduced, hence it is reasonable to expect a bias in its favor. It
is principally its inconsistency, which renders its historical authenticity
doubtful, and its utility questionable. It is generally known that when the
Royal Arch Degree was under the control of subordinate Lodges, none but .
those who had regularly passed the Chair was eligible to it. That test of eligi-
bility being originally an essential element in the qualifications of Candidates
to that Degree in those bodies, it was deemed equally necessary to those
seeking the Degree in Chapters upon the organization of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry. The success of the latter depended principally upon the quantity of
material it could obtain to operate with. This demand could not readily be
supplied. Past Masters were not made in a day, they were of a yearly pro-
duction, and but here and there dotted a jurisdiction. To overcome thé tech-
nical obstruction which this barrier interposed to its progress, the Past Mas-
ters Degree was constructed, when any number of nominal Past Masters
were created, thus facilitating the passage of hundreds to the Royal Arch
Degree. Of course to impart to this ceremony the character and tone of a
Degree, there must be an imposing form, and a consistent history ; both were
found and elaborately decorated by the prolific imagination of the projector.
This degree symbolized the service of a Master, covering the whole period of
his official existence, beginning with the initial ceremony of installation and
ending with his descent from the Chair. The term Past Master’s Degree
therefore, is perfectly consistgnt when applied to this Degree, when conferred
in a Chapter ; not so, however, when applied to the initial form given to the
Master eleet, before he enters apon the duties of his office.

It is scarcely probable that any one who received the Chapter Degree, in
the early period of its history, ever appropriated to himself any virtue from
it beyond its nominal title, The recognition of such, as Past Masters, was
left for the erroneous construction of some of the brethren, who received it
at a more recent date, through a misconception of the jntent and character
of the Degree. It is no part of York Masonry, and should receive no con-
sideration as such from the fraternity. Whatever ceremonial may be found
connected with the oath of office, was taken from the Chapter degree. If the
object is to furnish by a Degree some means of identifying Past Masters, it
would be more consistent to create a form of ceremonial for that purpose. I
do not propose such a scheme, but it may be done with as much propriety
as was the present form, some sixty or eighty years ago, and, I was going to
say, with as little harm, but that fancy was not intruded with impunity. It
fastened upon the Craft an error not easily removed or battled with; it
created a new doctrine ; established fixed prejudices ; diverted a reasonable
and legitimate usage, and hasdriven in an entering wedge, calculated :.mder
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less favorable circumstances, to sever the tie uniting a Mason’s ¢enacity to the
ancient laws and customs, of the Order. The assumption of this article is
that the inaugural ceremony of a Master is not a Degree; that if it is a
Degree, acquiring it does not constitute one a Past Master ; that to become
a Past Master, a Master has to serve out the full term to which he was
elected, and that in every case where the Regulations do not expressly
award the past honors to a Master for an unfinished term, he is not entitled
to it by implication, but must remain in the discharge of his duties to the end
of the first year of his election.

Yours in fraternal love. D.

. ANTI-MASONIC SLANDERS.

A correspondent of the Cleveland, Ohio, Herald, writing from Oberlin in
that State, under date of Nov. 3, has the following, which sufficiently indi-
cates the madness and folly of the clerical fanatics at the west, who are do-
ing their best (if they are capable of doing any good, which is doubtful) to
create an Anti-Masonic party in that region of the country. They have
been at work at the business for some years past, and ought to have learned
by this time, that their chances of success are not very encouraging. Ma-
sonically speaking, we care very little about them or their slanders, and give
the following merely that our readers may see the fanatical spirit by which
they are actuated :—

The Anti-Secret Society held its regular monthly meeting in the First
Church Chapel on Tuesday evening, according to notices given from the
pulpit on the Sabbath previous. There were only a few fait%lful ones pres-
ent, whose zeal in the good work is far in advance of their knowledge, and
the question under consideration to be discussed and settled was whether
they could vote for Masons. Some of the reverend gentlemen present were
not quite positive upon the point, while others were decisive —no doubts or
fears. Masons were dangerous men, take terrible oaths, shield each other
in crime, and are unworthy of office or trust or confidence in any manner
shape or form. The case of the notorious Cox, the colored criminal lately
sentenced in our County Court to nine years in the Penitentiary, was brought
up to illustrate the unworthiness of Masons who hold office. ~ The father of
Cox, a black man, is said to be a Mason ; the Marshal, a white man, is also
a Mason. Young Cox, the criminal, has once or twice before escaped from
justice, all through the horrid Masonic oath system, by which Masons are
bound together, or by which thé white Mason is bound to the (clandestine)
black Mason. This is the gist of their reasoning. It is well that so few
here make such a monthly exhibition of their gross uncharitableness and
folly.
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DEDICATION AT FITCHBURG.

The elegant rooms recently fitted up and furnished in the new and fine architectu-
ral granite edifice known as the Savings Bank Building at Fitchburg, for the future
accommodation of Aurora and Charles W. Moore Lodges, the Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons, and Jerusalem Commandery of Knights Templars, were appropriately
Dedicated on the 23 of Nov. to Masonic purposes, by R. W, Bro. Wm. F. Salmon,
P.G. W, assisted by a full board of Officers, organized and acting under a special
commission of the M. W. Grand Master, as a Deputy Grand Lodge. The occasion
was one of peculiar interest to the Brethrex interested in" the enterprise, and was
largely attended by them ; there being not less than three hundred of the different
orders present. The ceremonies were admirably well performed, and being in strict
accordance with the authorized ritual, need not be repeated here. At their conclu-
sion, R. W. Deputy Grand Master Salmon delivered the following neat and appro-
priate address, a copy of which we are kindly permitted to lay before our readers

ADDRESS.

Brethren of Aurora and Chas. W Moore Lodges :

The formal ceremony of dedicating your beautiful Hall, has been com-
pleted according to the usages and customs of the Craft, but I cannot allow
this opportunity to pass, without giving you a few brief thoughts suggested
by this important event; for I deem the, ceremony of Dedication no idle
and unmeaning one, but if rightly considered calculated to make a deep and
lasting impression upon the minds of all present.

Let me briefly rehearse the ceremonies and comment on them in course.

First, CORN, an emblem of nourishment, was poured on the Lodge, signi-
fying that we should ever cherish and nourish those principles which have
been given for the rule and guide of our conduct; that they should be sown
into the inner life, even as the grain of corn is sown in the ground, so that
lfll}‘tlimately, in the proper season, they may spring forth and bear abundant

it. - .

Then we proceed in the name of the great Jehovah, the good God, whose
eye is ever on the children of men, and whose tender mercies are over all
the works of creation, the good and the evil, the just and the unjust. Here
we are reminded of the universality of our Institution, which spreads over
the whole face of the earth, and embraces men of every country, sect and
opinion,

We arraign no man’s political ideas, we interfere not with his religious
creed. To %:;s country and himself we leave the one, to his conscience and
his God we commit the other. '

Inhabitants of hostile countries, men separated from the land of their na-
tivity by intervening oceans, assemble at our festive meetings and present
their votive offerings upon the altar of Masonry. All their prejudices and
opinions which migit disturb the peace and harmony of the Lodge, are left
as useless incumbrances, at the door. They re-enter the world better pre-
pared for its duties and avocations. The Christian returns to his temple,
the Jew to his synagogue and the Mahometan to his mosque, all children of
the one God, and thankful to Him for the privileges of an Institution which
affords them an opportunity to meet together upon a common level.
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Having scattered the Corn, and-invoked the presence of the Great Jeho-
vah, we dedicate our Hall to FREEMASONRY ; an institution cceval with civi-
lization and anterior to its history. Consider how those stupendous works
which excited the wonder of the ancient world and formed an epoch in his-

™ tory, have ages since mouldered into dust: but this moral edifice, joihing the
vigor of youth, to the maturity of age, has outlived their glory, and now
mourns their fall. -

Few are the works of art, and still fewer the works of genius, that have
escaped the ravages of time, and the ruthless attacks of barbarians. The
memorials of liberty, have been as mutable as the vestiges of slavery, and
not-a solitary stone now remains of those monuments erected at Marathon
and Thermopyl®, to commemorate the heroic deeds which secured freedom
to Greece, and deathless glory to her history. But far different is the pic-
Jure which our society presents. From a weak and feeble beginning. it has
arisen to a gigantic stature, unprecedented in the annals of the world.

Founded upon the eternal pillars of charity and benevolence, its arch has
spanned creatien and its walls have encircled the whole family of man.

- My brethren, it should be with emotions of joyand pride that you reflect
upon Kour connection with a society which has been so long established,
and which has been the means of accomplishing so much good in the world,
and here in this new Temple you should dedicate yourselves anew to faith-
ful service in its behalf. -

We next pour on WINE as an emblem of refreshment, reminding us that
while labor is important and essential to the accomplishment of everything
of note in this world, yet the season of rest and refreshment is also requi-
site, and in that season, we should give cheerfully of our abundance to
make glad the hearts of our fellow men, and do all in our power to cheer the
sorrowful.

Then in the name of the Holy St. John we dedicate to VIRTUE. In thus
using the name of St. John we ought not to be accused of Sectarianism, for
as Bro. Mackey says, “ his name is used masonically not as a Christian, but as
an Eminent Mason ; not as a saint, but as a pious and good man; not as a
teacher of a religious sect, but as a bright exemplar of all those virtues
which Masons are taught to revere and practice*

Lastly, with hearts overflowing with gladness at the successful completion of
our work, we pour on the OIL, which symbolizes. prosperity and happiness,
and in the name of the whole fraternity dedicate to UNIVERSAL BENEVO-
LENCE.

Consider, my dear brethren, the importance of this ceremony.

The whole fraternity from East to West, from North to South, are here
summoned, and in their name and behalf we dedicate this Hall to CHARITY,
w]hich I think may be considered a comprehensive term for universal benev-
olence.

Charity, the first of Christian graces, which extends beyond the grave
through the boundless realms of eternity ; Ciarsty, which can raise a fallen
brother even though a frowning world has seemingly crushed him to the
dust ; Charity, which can cheer a brother’s heart when unpitying friends
have passed him heedless by: Charity, which can wipe the tears from sor-
row’s weeping eye, restore the fading blush of health to the woe-worn cheek,
and give the welcome grasp of friendship, to the wandering child of poverty
and distress, here within these walls, solemnly dedicated to thy service, may
you ever find a welcome resting place, in true masonic hearts.

The votaries at the Masonic shrine, here erected, assemble under names of
peculiar significance. :

*We do not assert to this view of the subject — £d,
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Aurora, bright goddess of the morning, whosé coming gives relief from the
shadows and darkness of the night, first here diffused the masonic light, which
has culminated in this beautifu% temple.

From her loins sprung Chas. W. Moore, to assist and strengthen (as did
Hiram of old at the building of the first temple) — fit namesake of him,
who, to the Masonry of the new world, has proved a pillar of strength in every
time of trial and emergency, and who now, in the fulness of years, ever
stands ready to bear the burden and heat of the day, equally with the
youngest and most ardent lover of our Institution.

Then to those who desire to press onward and upward over rough and
thorny paths, following in the footsteps of those valiant ones of old, whose
ambition it was to rescue and hold the Holy Land from the possession of
infidels, the Christian mason can find in your Ferusalesn that “ happy home,”
where masonry blended with christianity, gives the fullest scope for all that
is charitable, valiant and magnanimous within his breast.

May the brightness and cheerfulness of Awrora. the unswerving fidelity
of Chas. W. Moore, with the beautiful and sacred associations which cluster
around the name of Ferusalem ever make this Hall the abode of true and
faithful Brethren, “among whom no contention shall ever exist, save that
noble contention, or rather emulation, of who best can work and best agree.”

Finally in the language of our ritual; in behalf of the M. W. Grand
Lodge, “we offer our best congratulations to the members here assembled.
We commend their zeal and hope it will meet with the most ample recom-
pense. May this hall be the happy resort of piety, virtue and benevolence :
may it be protected from accident, and long remain a monument of 'your at-
tachment to masonry: may your Lodges continue to flourish, your union to
strengthen, and your happiness to abound, and when we shall all be re-
moved from the labors of the earthly Lodge may we be admitted to the
brotherhood of the perfect, in the building of God, the Hall not made with
hands, eternal in the Heaven.” . ’

At the conclusion of the foregoing address, R. W. Bro, Moore was called upon
and addressed the Brethren, congratulating them on the pleasant and encouraging
auspices under which they were assembled, and referring to the time when more than
a quarter of a century ago, he was a eo-laborer with the then earnest and devoted
Brethren of the Senior Lodge present, in their efforts to re-establish on the ruins of
the past, the Masonie edifice  which, through the untiring energies, faithfulness and
liberality of their successors, has culminated into the elegant and substantial struc
ture which is now the pride of its builders, and a guaranty of their future pros-
perity. Continuing the parallel, he contrasted the present condition of the Order
in the town, with its-splendid and richly furnished halls, and its four or five hundred
devoted Brethren, with the small and inconvenient rooms in which the twenty or
twenty-five equally devoted Brethren, a quarter of a century ago, were accustomed,

- from necessity, to hold their monthly or oftener communications. He also in this
connection referred to the admonishing fact that all, with perhaps six or eight excep-
tions, of that little band of zealous Brethren, “had finished their work and gone to
their reward.” He then spoke of the unity and harmony which he understood had
heretofore and still continued to characterize and distinguish the present laborers
in the field, and to which he attributed the remarkable and gratifying success which
had crowned their efforts. And, in conclusion, he spoke of the pleasant relations
which he sustained to both the Lodges, and acknowledged in fitting terms the high
compliment which had voluntarily been paid him by the youngest. .

~
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The ceremonies of dedication were then concluded with an earnest and eloquent
prayer by the R. W. Bro. Rev. Chas. H. Titus, Grand Secretary, and acting Chap-
lain of the delegation.

The hall, with its apartments, is one of the most beautiful and convenient in the
State. The various rooms are elaborately finished in black walnut, the princi-
pal hall is frescoed in the effective style of that beautiful art, and the furnishing is
in harmony with the architectural embellishments of the apartments —all bearing
the highest testimony to the good taste and liberality of those by whom the work
was projected and finished. A large and costly organ, of superior tone and action,
stands in the West of the Lodge room, from the manufactory of Wilcox, of this city.
The armory of the Commandery is worthy of special mention, as, undoubtedly, one
of the finest of its size in the country. This is also finished and furnished in black
walnut. In fine, we think our Brethren of Fitchburg have abundant reason to be
grateful for, and proud of their Masonic * outfit ” and present condition.

MEETING OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templars of Massachusetts
and Rhode Island, held its sixty-first annual assembly at the Masonic
Temple, in this city, on Friday the 27th day of October last. The
attendance was the largest, and a great degree of interest was manifest
in the proceedings. One hundred dollars were voied as a charitable
donation ; five hundred dollars to the Brethren in Chicago, and other
sums were voted for special purposes one of which was to procure a
steel engraving of the portrait of E. Sir William Sewall Gardner, Past
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United States, to be
prefixed to the printed proceedings of that Body.

A resolution was passed, thanking Sir Abraham Annis Dame, for
his long and faithful services as a Ritualist, in the Orders of Knight-
hood.— Fraternal greetings were extended to the Grand Commandery
of Maryland, and that Grand Body was welcomed among the Grand
Commanderies of the United States. The E. Grand Recorder was au-
thorized by vote, to procure a Fire Proof Safe, for the better preserva-
sion of the Archives of the Grand Commandery ; a Charter was voted
to Trinity Commandery at Hudson, Mass. ; the Dispensation to Natick
Commandery was continued, and that to Coeur de Lion Commandery
was confirmed. The returns show an increase of applicants for the
Orders of Knighthood, and that all the subordinates have an abundance
of work.
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- ADDRESS

To the GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, Baltimore
Md. September 19th, 1871, by SIR WILLIAM SEWALL GARDNER, Most
Eminent Grand Master.

Kx1gHTS COMPANIONS $

On Thursday the 29th of November, 1832, fourteen
bold and valiant Knights assembled in the Masonic Temple, in this
city, and proceeded to open the General Grand Encampment of the
United States. The Rev. Sir Jonathan Nye, of New Hampshire, pre-
sided over the deliberations, and welcomed his associates by an affec-
tionate and fraternal address. The illustrious Sir Janies Herring of
New York, recorded the proceedings ; while the venerable prelate,
Rev. Sir Paul Dean, of Massachusetts, implored the blessings of
heaven upon the brave Knights and their doings. Of these fourteen
good men, and true, two were from New Hampshire, five from the jur-
isdiction of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, one from Connecticut,
two from New York, one from Maryland, and three from the District
of Columbia. :

The General Grand Chapter met at the same time in Baltimore :
that distinguished man and Mason, Edward Livingston, of Louisiana,
being its presiding officer. He was re-elected to the high office which
he had so honorably filled for the preceding three years.

No session of the National Grand Bodies, held before or since that
time, has so attracted public attention as did this of 1832. John
Quincy Adams, ex-President of the United States, did not consider
this meeting of a mere handful of men in Baltimore beneath his notice,
or unworthy the abuse of his caustic pen ; and page after page of his
letters, then published in the newspapers of the day, since collected
into a volume, attest the interest which that meeting occasioned.

The period was indeed a peculiar one. For six years the excite-
ment and frenzy of Anti-masonry had been gathering strength and .
fury, until at last, in a National Convention of Anti-masons, held
here in the city of Baltimore, candidates were nominated for the two
highest offices of the Republic. The election took place in 1832, and
William Wirt, of Maryland, and Amos Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania,
the nominees of the Anti-masonic political party for President and
Vice-President, received the seven electoral votes of Vermont, and no
more, The power of Anti-masonry culminated in 1832 ; and when
the General Grand Encampment assembled here in the waning days of
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autumn, and found the fires around which the National Council of
Anti-masons had been held, and read by their uncertain and unsteady
light the strength and weakness of Anti-masonry in the Union, they
knew that the battle had been fought, and that the night of agony was
over. The hate and bitterness and fiendish hostility they knew would
still remain — powerful in localities to infinite harm — but the Nation
had repudiated Anti-masonry, and had elected as President, Andrew
Jackson,- an acknowledged, outspoken, well-known Free-Mason; so
well known that on the 23d of May, 1833, John Quincy Adams, in &
published letter to- Edward Livingston, then Secretary of State, paid
a merited compliment to the Past Grand Master of Tennessee, in
words intended to be severe and censurable.

¢¢ The President of the United States,” said Adams, ¢ is a Brother
of the Craft, bound by its oaths, obligations, and penalties, to the ex-
clusive favors, be they more or less of which they give the mutual
pledge. That in the troubles and difficulties which, within the last seven
years, have befallen the Craft, they have availed themselves of his
name, and authority, and influence, to sustain their drooping fortunes,
as far as it has been in their power, has been matter of public noto-
riety. A sense of justice has restrained him from joining in their pro-
cessions, as he has been importunately urged by invitations to do, but
he has not witheld from them his support.”

Almost forty years have passed away since the National Grand
Bodies assembled in Triennial Session, in the city of Baltimore.
Behold the change ! Those fourteen brave Knights have gone to their
reward — not one of them now lives to rejoice at this triumphant re-
turn to Baltimore. They sleep peacefully and serenely, the last great
sleep, peace to their ashes; honor to their names. The railroad and
telegraph now traverse populous States, then scarcely known. The
Union stretches from ocean to ocean, and holds in its fast embrace great
States, whose territory was then unexplored.

From all parts of this wide extended country — from the Atlantic
and the Pacific — from the great rivers, with their fertile valleys —
from the mountain ranges, with their verdant slopes — from the rug-
ged North and the sunny South — from the great West, whither the
star of empire is taking its course, and from the seagirt populous East
-~ come up here to Baltimore, to this Eighteenth Triennial Session of
.the Grand Encampment of the United States, in companiés, in battal-
ions, in regiments, thousands of true Knights, bearing the banners of
the Cross, living witnesses of the truth of the Resolutions passed by
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the General Grand Encampment, in 1882, that ¢ Political Parties, in
assailing the Orders of Knighthood, aim a blow at all the Free Insti-
tutions of the Country.”

The Institution which, in 1832, was abused and ialigned, its mem-
bers insulted and degraded, and which could then gather in its National
Convention but fourteen tried souls, has survived the abuse, the ma-
lignity, the insults, and degradation, and stands before you to-day in
its wisdom, strength, and beauty.

In 1832 those fourteen Knights did not disturb the usual tranquility
of Baltimore, and their presence here was not unrecognized. Quiet in
demeanor, unobtrusive in manner, they came with a firm determination
to fully perform their devoirs to Temple Masonry.

In 1871 the anthorities of Baltimore, with & liberality of sentiment
and & heartiness of greeting which will be gratefully appreciated by
every Templar of the United States, welcome us as guests of their
municipality, The Templar Knights throng the city — its houses,
streets aud squares — and are received by brethren and citizens with a
warmth of fraternal, generous hospitality unbounded and catholic as
the principles of Freemasonry.

Kx16ETS COMPANIONS :

To all the pleasures of this reunion — to this General Assembly,
called to a festival of rejoicing, where the hearts of thousands beat in
unison ; to this universal jubilee of Templars, and to the labors of our
Triennial Session, I give you most hearty greeting. I welcome you to
the responsibilities and duties of this meeting.

God has, indeed, dealt kindly with us hitherto, and brought us out
of the net which our enemies had spread for us. It is meet and be-
coming as well as it is our unfeigned pleasure and delight, to ac-
knowledge the goodness of God towards us. His outstretched arm
has protected and preserved us. Founded upon the Christian religion
— a religion which dates its origin back to Bethlehem stable, when
the Heavenly Chant; Glory to God and peace to man, first burst upon
the ears of mortals — and founded also upon the practice of the
Christian virtues, this Order of Knighthood is especially ennobled.
Let this religion be to us, and to each of us, the morning star of hope,
the evening star of peace ,imparting celestial influences, and lighting
every countenance with gladness.

Among the ¢ Lays of the Crusades ” is one bearing the name ‘¢ Song
of the Restored,” and which was sung by the Ancient Templars in the

-
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year of Grace 1244. Of its beautiful verses the following are not in-
appropriate as we come back to the City of Baltimore after an absenee
of nearly forty years :

All hail! O Holy Temple ;
Once more thy cross of gold
Gleams glorious to the Eastern sun
As it was wont of old,

Sound now thy loudest trumpet
Herman de Perrigord,

Thy banner of the Beauseans
Floats proudly as before,

O scene of joy and triumph,
. Sing it with solemn voice ;
. Let Harp and Tabor swell the strain,
Let the world all rejoice.

RHETORIC IN MASONRY.

Well speaking and well-doing are always closely related. This is
especially true in Freemasoury. In the work of the Lodge each officer
should never forget the admonition, ¢ Speak well your part, there all
the honor lies.” Quintilian aptly described Rhetoric as the science of
speaking well. This science is one of the seven liberal arts and
sciences recommended to the especial attention of the Freemason in
the Fellow-Craft’s degree. It is'worthy of every brother’s regard, not
only as an important branch of a liberal education, but also as a prepa-
ration of especial value to him who seeks advancement in the honors
of the Craft, by passing the chairs in the only meritorious way, by per-
sonal service. '

From the earliest times, the importance of the rhetorical use of lan-
guage has been apparent. The Old Testament Scriptures furnish
many instances of it. There was the earnest pleading of Abraham
for the delivery of Sodam ; the triumphal ode of Deborah and Barak ;

and the sublime address and prayer of Solomon, atthe dedication of

the Temple. Again, Aaron was selected as the mouth-piece of Moses,
during the exit of the Children of Israel from Egypt, because he could
« speak well ;” and our Grand Master, King Solomon, teaches, in the
Proverbs, that ¢ the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning.” To
gpeak well is to have a passport to the minds and hearts of men.

L4 .
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Many speak correctly who do not speak well : a grammarian is not a
rhetorician. John Quincy Adams once said, ¢ Grammar is sufficient
to conduct you over the boundless plains of thought, but Rhetoric alone
has access to the lofty regions of fancy, and can penetrate to the secret
chambers of the heart.” One of the characters in Shakespeare, in the
Taming of the Shrew,” gave this advice to his collegiate friend :

¢ Practice rhetoric in your common talk.”

In other words, do not keep your virtues or your accomplishments
merely for exhibition, as a sort of holiday attire, but incorporate them
into your daily life and make them a part.of yourself..

We propose ‘to indicate how every Freemason may distinguish
himself in some degree as a rhetorician. The basis of all true well-
speaking is an honest heart, a noble characlter. Quintilian emphati-
cally said, that none but an honest man could be an orator. While
this is not strictly true, it s true that a pure mind, an unsullied con-
science, and an honest heart, form the very best basis for the success of
a public speaker. He speaks; then, not merely for display, but to ac-
complish a useful end. Virtuous words fall from his lips with a double
unction ; honesty naturally clothes itself with earnestness, and words
from the heart go to the heart. All the noblest and most enduring
sympathies of the human soul are with virtue. No one who knows
questions that Freemasonry is, theoretically, one of the purest sciences
of morality known to the ages. Its lessous are all of them pure and
praise-worthy. But suppose they fall from the lips of a Worshipful
Master whose life contradicts his words. Can they have any effect ?
Be they ever so eloquently or rhetorically uttered, what are they but
shams ? Brethern, this is a thought worthy of serious consideration.
Let each one who occupies a station of honor see that he jfills it. Let
his speech be not the assumed language of a mere ritualist, to be used
only in the Lodge, but let it be the reflex of his principles, the one fit-
ting to and exemplifying the other.

* *x * » » » » » * » * .
We urge upon the brethren the cultivation of the rhetorical graees of
speech. As the foundation of all of them, cultivate purity of heart
and life, and seek, by every means to strengthen the p'owers of the
memory. Then, upon this substantial basis, erect your syperstructure.
Avoid a monotonous style ; sound every letter, and articulate every
syllable distinctly ; let your periods rise and fall in tone, like the swell
of the ocean, instead of being like the dead level of a desert; and, in
fine, by close study, master all of the principles of the noble art of
rhetoric. Every Freemason should be a rhetorician.—Keystone.
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POETRY.

THE LAST LODGE.
[From the German.)

‘When the last of the stars, dimly flashing,
See old time to its end hasten on ;
When planets to ruin are dashing,
And the sun’s light is pallid and wan ;

Through the halls where the Masons are founding
Their Temple, majestic and grand,

Shall be heard that last cry loudly sounding ;
Hasten, brothers ! the morn is at hand !

East and West, North and South, through all nations

The work at that call will have ceased,
And the brethren, observing their stations,
Shall look in calm faith to the East;

Joining hand over valleys and highlands
‘Where each stands, in the land of his birth,

Shall be seen o’er all continents and islands
But ONE LobpGE on the face of the earth.

To the Master’s stern voice lond‘ly' crying :
Have the Masons obeyed my commands ?

Comes the voice of the craftsmen replying :
Look with grace on the work of our hands !

o In our feeble and poor earthly fashion ,

" 'We have sought to hew out the rough stone,
Let the depths of eternal compassion
For the faults of our labor atone !

What’s the hour ? cries the voice of the Master ;
They answer : Low Twelve, but behold,

The rays of Thy morning come faster,
To our eyes all its glories unfold !

At His nod see the_ veils rent asunder,

And, while earth sinks to chaos and night,
¢ Mid loud peals of the echoing thunder

Shall the brethren be brought to pure light.
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COSTUME OF THE MEDIEVAL GERMAN MASONS.

Heideloff, the celebrated German architect, who has written much on
the Architecture and Building Associations of the middle ages, fur-
nishes many interesting particulars concerning the customs and usages
of the Mason-builders of that time. From the 10th to the 13th cent-
uries, the art of architecture was confined exclusively to the Benedic-
tine monks, to whose monasteries a large number of secular workmen
were attached as lay brethren. These workmen who were employed in
the erection of religious buildings, frequently journeyed from one con-
vent to another, as their services were required.

During these journeys they were under the lead of an expgrienced
master and architect, and as they were all armed, and traveled in nu-
merous compahies, they had little to fear fromr the marauding bands
who invested the highways. In the centre of the party was a pack
horse or mule, which carried their provisions, as also their working
tools ; and was under the special charge of the Oblati. The latter
were youths who had been adopted in the convents; there they re-
ceived instructions, and when of proper age, were admitted as mem-
bers of the Masonic fraternity. It waa their Business to wait on the
Masons, fetch wood, water, stone, sand, mix the mortar, etc., and also
to tend the’sick in the hospital.

The builders or Masons were clad in short tunies, of a black or dark
gray woolen material, open at both sides, a gorget (mozetta), with a
hood or cowl (cuculla) attached and a leather girdle around the loins,
from which were suspended a sword, and a leather sack or satchel.
They also wore a black scapulary, which, while at labor, was confined
beneath the girdle, but when employed in religious services, hung loose
over the same, similar to those worn by priests or monks.

On their heads they wore a broad felt or straw hat — the latter dur-
ing their journeys. Tight fitting breeches of leather, and leather
boots, completed their attire, the older and more rigidly disposed breth-
ren Wearing sandals, confined to their feet by leather thongs.

The Oblati were similarly clothed, with the exception of the mozetta
and scapulary. In summer their tunics were of linen, in winter of
woolen stuffs of various colors. This costume was retained for about
three centuries, and until the Building Associations finally separated
from the convents and became exclusively secular in their organization,
when it was changed from time to time, as fashion or caprice might
dictate.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT FROM CHICAGO.

We find in Pomeroy’s Democrat of November 18th, an official
statement by Bro. ¥. L. Hurlburt, of the sums received by the Ma-
sonic Committee of Chicago up to the date of the acknowledgment, as
follows : — from Encampments etc., $7683.55 ; from the A. and A.
Rite $710; from R. A. Chapters etc. $715; from Lodges $350; R.
& S. Masters $50.- It is proper to add that large sums are constantly
going forward from the Masonic Bodies of the country for the relief of
their suffering Brethren, to the care of the Grand Master of Illinois.
The Supreme Council 33° at its late session appropriated about $1400
for this,purpose, and we believe four or five thousand dollars have
been forwarded by our own Lodges through the hands of our Grand
Secretary. There is however great need for all that can be raised in
or out of the Fraternity.

ANTI-MASONRY REBUKED.

On the fourth day of the session of the recent East Genesee con-
ference of Methodists, in September, the Rev. Woodruff Post of Roch-
ester, a very radical Anti-Mason, succeeded in drawing the attention
of the Conference to his pet subject. A warm discussion followed,
wherein said Post introduced such ultra language as to cause men of
very strongly anti-secret society views to vote against him, and the
whole subject was tabled. On the last day he again presented the sub-
ject, but the members of the Conference, to their credit, rather sum-
marily silenced him. One member (a man totally opposed to any kind
of secret organization) said, in substance, ¢ Though I am opposed to
secret societies in toto, yet, if a man wishes to join the Good Templars
let him ; if he wishes to join the Masons, let him ; that is A¢s budiness
and not mine” We think it a very logical view, and fully believe that
the couference did a wise thing in regard to the matter by stopping the
discussion, and offering and passing, with but few dissenting votes, the
following preamble and resolution :
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1

* Whereas, The Rev. Woodruff Post, & member of our Conference,
did, at our session three years ago, present papers on the subject of
Free Masoury, for our consideration ; and whereas he has now for the
third time presented the same subject; and whereas we have, after a
particular hearing of his remarks and arguments in favor of his
cause, laid the whole subject on the table, thus saying to him three
times, we will not entertain and discuss this subject; now, therefore,
be it

¢ Resolved, that we advise our beloved brother Post to desist fiom
his effort to draw us into a discussion upon this subject, which can only
result in evil to himself and the cause of Jesus Christ.”

MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL, 330.

The Supreme Council 330 for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United
States, assembled in annual communication at the Masonic Temple in this
city, on Tuesday the 14th of Nov., and continued in session until the follow-
ing Friday evening. We had hoped to be able to notice its proceedings
somewhat at length in our present issue, but the pressure upon our pages
- compels us to defer doing so until our next,

The IlL Bro. Josiah H. Drummond, Sov. Grand Commander, was in his .
place, (as he always is when there is Masonic work to be done) and de-
livered an admirable opening address of which we may have something to say
hereafter. There were present a larger number of active and honorary
members than on any previous occasion since the organization of the Coun-
cil ; indeed, it was undoubtedly the largest assemblage of S. G. I. G. ever
convened in this country. Honorary members, were elected from Maine,
New Hampshire, Mass.,, New York. New Jersey, Penn., Ohio, Illinois, In-
diana, and perhaps from some other States, the names of which may have
escaped us ; and on the report of the Committee having the matterin charge,
it was decided that each state shall hereafter be allowed to present the name
of one S. P. R. S. 32° for every fifty Grand Elect P. & S. masons, made from
July 1. 1871. .

On Thursday evening Lafayette Lodge of Perfection exemplified the work
of the fourteenth degree, and on the following evening the thirtieth degree
was exemplified in the Massachusetts Consistory; both were admirably
done.

A large amount of business was transacted during the session, but for
which we have no room. The Rite has grown beyond the highest anticipa-
tions of its friends, and has attained to a prosperous and permanent position
as one of the great leading Masonic powers in the country. Fourteen hun-
dred dollars were voted for the relief of the Chicago sufferers by the late
fire,
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DEATH OF EDWARD R. HUMPHREYS.

It is seldom that we are called upon in the discharge of our editorial duties
to record the death of a more estimable and accomplished young man than
the subject of this notice. The deceased was the beloved son of our
Brother Dr. Edward R. Humphreys, formerly of this city, — at present a
resident and principal of the Rhode Island University School, at Newport,
He died at Salt Lake City, Utah, of typhoid fever, on the 26th of October, in
the 25th year of his age, leaving a young wife and infant daughter. We had
been personally intimate with him from his early youth, and had learned to
esteem him as one of the most promising and accomplished young gentle-
men of our acquaintance. Having completed his education here, he entered
the old established mercantile house of Messrs. Samuel May & Sons of this
city, where he remained for some years, when he removed with his father
and family to the city of New York, and entered the banking house of
Warren, Kidder & Co., first as cashier, and subsequently as head clerk of
the establishment. Thinking to better his condition and enlarge the field of
his usefulness, he wds last year induced by the flattering offers of alarge
firm in Salt Lake City, to accept an appointmemt under them, although his
family and friends feared the western life would be too trying for his delicate
health. While in charge as managing agent of one of the mines of this
Company, he was taken ill with what is known in that section of the country
as the “ mountain fever,” and was removed to Salt Lake City, where the
disease, having assumed a more distinct typhoid form, proved fatal on the
26th of October. One who knew him well, says of him, that ¢“ he was most
faithful and conscientious in business, a cultivated and refined Christian
gentleman, a good son, a good brother and a good husband ; and, though
thus taken away so early in life, it may honestly be said of him as was
said of one more distinguished, “he died lamented by many good men.”
We heartily and affectionately tender our warmest sympathies to his be-
reaved parents and relatives in this their hour of deepafiliction. The de-
ceased was born at Prince Edward Island, March 15, 1847, where he has
many friends and relatives.

Since writing the foregoing we have received the following, which is per-
haps the best eulogy on our young friend that can be written :

At a meeting of the vestry of St. Mark’s Church, Salt Lake City, held
Friday Oct. 27th 1871, the following preamble and resolutions were unani-
mously adopted :

Whereas,— Tt has pleased our Heavenly Father to call our beloved brother and
associate, Edward Rupert Humphreys, a member of this vestry, to his great re-
ward :— Therefore .

Resolved,— That recognizing in this afflictive dispensation, the love of an Infinite
Father, and the will of an all-wise God, we bow in humble submission to his decree.

Resolved,— That we deeply lament the death of our brother, and that we will ever
cherish the memory of his estimable character, as a companion and Christian.

Resolved,— That we offer our sincerest sympathy to his wife and family, in this hour
of their severest affliction. .

Resolved—That a copy of these proceedings be presented to the family of our
brother, and that they be entered in full, on the records of the vestry, and be pub-
lished in the city papers.
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Prr1SHED.—It isfeared, and indeed there is very little doubt that the Rev. J. M.
Goodrich of Connecticut, was among those who perished in the Chicago conflagra-
tion. He was stopping at the Metropolitan Hotel, ard is known to have been in
his room there, at the hour of retiring on Sunday night, and this is the last known
of him. " The fire caught about three o’clock on Monday morning, and there can be

- little doubt that he perished in the flames. He was a member of St. Lawrence
Commandery of Knights Templars at Canton, New York, and was held in high es-
teem by his friends and the denomination of Christians to which he belonged.

ANTI MasoNRY. — The Anti-Masonic Societies, in Iowa, have instructed their
members “not to vote for, trade with, buy from, employ, or have any other business
relations with Freemasons.”

ST. ANDREW'S LODGE, BosToN. — Officers for the current year, etc. Nov. 9. 1871—
Thomas E. Chamberlain, W, M. ; Wm. Parkman, Jr. S. W.; Hasket Derby, J. W.
Saml. H. Gregory, Treas.; A. A. Wellington, Sec., Edw. B. W. Restieaux. S. D.;
Geo. C. Stearns, J. D.; Peter Wainwright, Chaplain; Chas. J. F. Sherman, Mar-
shal ; Hales W, Suter, Sr. Steward ; John Mears, Jt. Steward ; Wm. L. Wainwright,
Inside Sentinel ; Ebenezer C. Leman, Tyler.

The Lodge dispensed in Charity the last year ending Nov, gth, Three Thousand
Three Hundred and Twenty-Five Dollars (3,323).

SCRIBNER FOR DECEMBER, being the second number of volume 111, is
before us, and we hardly know how to begin to give it a fitting notice, It is
certainly one of the finest periodicals published, and has for its contributors
those who are well known to and admired by the criticizing public. The
present number opens with a charming German legend in verse, ¢ The
Ceunt’s Little Daughter” by Mrs. Greenough, wife of the celebrated sculp-
tor; it is finely illustrated. Other illustrated papers are Bayard Taylor’s
“Sights in and around Yedo ;” ¢ Pictures from the Plains;” An interesting
article, particularly to Bostonians, on the “ Boston Public Library;” ¢ Miss
Marigold’s. Thanksgiving,” a bright story by Miss Hopkins ; “ Cyprus —
afloat and ashore ; ” a beautiful poem by Dr. Hake, the recluse poet, brought
to the notice of the English world by Rosetti, is entitled “The Blind Boy —
a parable ;” also other poems, equally beautiful. There are two articles
which bear upon Russia — “The Imperial Family” by Col. Knox and “an
elopement in Moscow” by Eugene Schuyler. We also read with interest
the following articles ; “ Longdon revisited ; ” “ A visit to Charlotte Bronte’s
school in Brussels ; ” “ The Right not to Vote,” concluded from Nov. num-
ber ; “ Wilfred Cumbermede' ” has tragic interest. The two Mrs. Scuda-
mores” by Mrs. Oliphant, is an exciting and interesting story. The edi-
torial department is full of interest, and the whole number is excellent.
Price $4.00 a year in advance. Published by Scribner & Co. 654 Broadway,
New York. A, Wil}iams & Co., Boston.
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NATIONAL MAsoNIic ELECTIONS.—The election of M. E. Comp. J. H. Drnu-
mond, of Maine, to the position of General Grand High Priest of the Royal Arch
Fraternity in the United States is everywhere hailed with delight. For ourself, we
are exceedingly rejoiced, and no longer desire the dissolution of the national body,
And all are equally gratified to find him supported by so accomplished a gentleman
as Judge English of Arkansas. M. E. Sir John Q. A. Fellows, of New Orleans, al-
though preceded by such Sir Knights as Palmer and Gardner, will justify the very
highest expectations. His reputation is national and his talents first-class, We are
personally gratified and rejoiced. And our Illinois Sir Knights deserved the good
treatment they received in the election of our beloved and able Past Grand Com-
mander, Dr. Hurlburt, to the position of Grand Generalissimo. And surely Iowa -
is no longer “out in the cold.” Sir Knight Parvin, we greet you. — Trowel.

THE GRAND LoDGE OF OHI0 held its sixty-second annual communication at
Mansfield on the 17th of October, M. W. Alexander Newcomb, Grand Master,
presiding. Three hundred and seventy Lodges were represented, having a mem-
bership of about twenty-five thousand. The Grand Lodge soon was clad in mourn-
ing, and the vacant chair of P. G. M. Hon. Thomas Sparrow deceased was appro-
priately set apart, and a committee was appointed to report resolutions on his death.
On invitation from the Hon. John Sherman, M. C, and lady to visit them at their
residence on the evening of the first day of the meeting, was accepted. The trustees
of the proposed widows’ and orphans’ masonic home, reported that a valuable farm
had been offered to them with a liberal monetary contribution. The conditions, if
any, are notstated. Bro. A. H. Newcomb was elected Grand Master.

Ax ImPosITION. — We learn from the London Freemason that B. D. Hyam
who was for a short time Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California —
from which office he was virtually deposed for unmasonic conduct — is peddling
degrees of what he calls the Memphis Rite, in London. We are happy to add
however that he is meeting with but little or no success, and that his pretension
are repudiated, even by his jewish Brethren. Bro. Tisdall of Pomeroy’s Demo-
crat has a searching article in reference to him and his masonic career, in that
paper of the 14th of October.

TeEMPLE COMMANDERY, ALBANY, N. Y. — We are indebted to our thoughtful
Brother R. H. Waterman of Albany, for a copy of a “ Memoir ” of Temple Com-
mandery of Knights Templars of that city, written for and placed under the corner-
stone of the new state capitol ,in May last. The most important feature of it is a
copy of the Charter, granted to the Body by the General Grand Encampment of the
United States in 1823, This is signed by Governor De Witt Clinton, as M. E. G.
M., and the otherofficers. We notice that it authorizes the Encampment “to con-
stitute Knights of the Red Cross, dub Knights Templars, create K. of Malta, and
to install Knights of the Christian Mark, and Knights of the Holy Sepulchre,
The two last are not now authorized by the Grand Encampment of the United
States, though we believe they are given in some of the Encampments of New York,

CANADA : — The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters for Ontario was
organized at Toronto in August,, with Iil. Comp. T. D. Harrington of Ottawa, T.
P.G* M. ; and Ill. Comp, Robt, Ramsey of Orillia, Grand Recorder.
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PETERS’ MUSICAL MONTHLY for December is at hand, and contains nineteen
choice pieces of Vocal and Instrumentab Music, Among them are the following ;
 Sweet Annie St. Clair,” song and chorus; “ Help the poor and perishing,” a beau-
tiful song, having reference particularly to.the late western fires; ‘ Birdie’s Prayer,”
song and chorus; “Bobolink Waltz,” suited to young players; “Cape May
Schottische ; ” Belle of Newport Waltz ; ” ¢ Columbia Grand March ;" etc. Price
per number 30 cents. Per Vol. $3,00.

In this connection we would also draw the attention of our readers to # Christmas
Chimes — being a choice collection of Christmas Carols, published in pamphlet
form by §. L. Peters, 599 Broadway, N. Y., and intended for Sabbath Schools. Price
20 cts. each ; 50 for $3; 100 for $15; sent postpaid.

‘WASHINGTON MONUMENT. The Masonic Mirror, California, objects to the _Ma-
sonic Fraternity contributing to the completion of the Washington Monument as
follows : — “ A MOVE is being made to enlist the Masonic Fraternity in the enter-
prise of completing the Washington Monument. We are opposed to any such di-
version of the funds of the Order. The Washington Monument is a national work
and should be built by the nation and not by any particular society. It is the duty
of Congress to appropriate funds for the completion of that structure, and not allow
the work to fall into individual hands, or the hands of any Society or Order. Itisa
shame and disgrace to the nation that this work should go unfinished, and begging
for funds. It is a disgrace to us as a nation, that while thousands are being spent
upon third-rate statuary, manufactured by itinerants, to lumber up the Capitol, that
the Washington Monument should stand half finished, a rebuke to the parsimony of
a nation of forty millions of people.”

THE SCHOOL FESTIVAL:— We have received a copy of a useful and interesting
Iittle Magazine published in Chicago by this name. It seems to be peculiarly well
adapted in its dialogues and little dramatic plays for school festivals or private part-
ies for children. It is published by Alfred S. Sewall & Co. and issued quarterly at
50 cents a year. The publishers were among the sufferers by the late fire, and a few
new subscribers would be of service to them,

The Z7rowel, Springfield, Ill. says; — The anti-Masonic magnates, James R.
Baird, and Blanchard & Son, have been disturbing the peace, and invading the quiet
of the good people of Polo, and its neighborhood. They accuse the Masons of
high crimes and misdemeanors, and used the arguments usual on such occasions,
spiced withsensation stories, and bold slanders. This Baird is a disreputable char-
acter. who should never be admitted into decent society, while President Blanchard
may as well air his pugnacity upon Masons and Masonry as upon anybody else, for
in a fight of some kind he will be until death conquers him. The son is simply his
Sancho Panza.

FEMALE MASONRY : — A new order of androgynous Aasonry so-called has been
organized at San Francisco, Cal., under the name of the “ Temple Order ” or “ School
of Virtue, having * Seven Arks” under its jurisdiction. It is intended as a rival to
the “ Eastern Star,” and we think the better of it that its managers have had the
decency to substitute Arks for Lodges for its working bodies.
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THE OLDEST EDITOR:— A corresponden-
asks — “ Who is the oldest editor in the Uni-
ted States?” We don’t know. We how-
ever,must be ecomewhere in his neighborhood.
whoever he is, inasmuch as we entered the
profession in 1822, and have continued in it
without intermission to the present time,
1871. Masonically, we are probably the sen-
for editor in the world, having held our pres-
ent place in that relation, without intermis-
sion, or relaxation, since 1825. These data
may help our correspondent to an answer to
his inquiry.

THE OLDEST RELIC IN THE WORLD.— The
British M tains & g relic of
antiquity, fully six centuries older than the
age of Bal It ists of the skel y
decently encased in its original burial clothes
of Pharoah Mykerinus, surrounded by frag-
ments of the coffin, whereon the name of its
occupant can be easily read by the Egyptolo-
gists of the present day; affordiug thereby
conclusive evidence that it once contained
the mummy of a king who was reigning in
Egypt more than & century before the time
of Abraham, or about twenty-one hundred
years before the Christian Era. Archzolo-
glsts are gathering many important and cu-
rious facts from the prolific fields of Egyptian
antiquities.

CAPT. PARKER BURNHAM, aged ninety
years, died quite suddenly last month at Sa-
lem, from apoplexy. For a number of years

he carried on vessel building, and was a

smart business man. In 1808 he was made a
freemason in London, in the Royal Naval
Lodge.

‘WANTED. — T. 8. Parvin, Gr. Recorder is
desirous of obtaining a full set of the origi-
nal Proceedings of the Gr. Encampment
U. 8. and of the General Gr. Chapter for thg
Library of the previous body ; any one having
to spare, copies of the following year will
please send to him at Jowa City Iowa, Grand
Encampment, 1816, 19, 32, 35, 56, 59 General
Gr. Chapter — 1797, 99, 1506, 19, 19, 26, 29, 32,
41, 44,

THE BRETHREN at New Rrunswick, N. J.
last month laid the corner-stone of a new
Masonic Temple to be erccted in that city.
It is estimated that some two thousand
Members of the Craft were present and uni-
ted in the ceremony.

THE temple of Solomon was an oblong
stone building, 150 feet long and 105 feet
wide. It was utterly destroyed by Nebu-
chadnezzar, 588 years before Christ.

MOHAMMEDAN FREEMASONS.— We see it
stated by some of our contemporaries, that
there are 50,000 Moh dan Fr
in Prussia, and 20,000 in Arabia. We don’t
believe that there are fifty Mohammedan
Masous in both countries, and such stories
are simply ridiculous.

THE Gr. Lodge of Illinols says that the
rite of Masonic burial is the right of every
affiliated Master Mason in good standing at
the time of his death, without regard to the
cause of death, or conditién of his mind at
the time of his death.

OUR venerable Brother L. S. Bancroft of
Pepperell, says in a private note to us,—* We
have in this state Zen Lodges where we
should have but one. More thinking and
reading Freemasons, and a less number in
name !” — and our Brother is not far out of
the way.

THE corner-stone of the FRANKLIN
STATUE in “Printing House Square,” New
York, was laid by the Grand Lodge of that
State, with M ic cer fes, in October,

The Masonic Hall at Hkzelton, Indiana,
has been destroycd by fire. It is believed
says the Jewel, to have been the work of
an incendiary, and a fanatical Anti-Mason,
who thought he was doing something for the
cause of Christ.

A, A. RITE IN CHILL. — A Supreme Coun-
cil, 8. G. I. G. 33°, A. A. Rite hasbeen estab-
ished at Valparaiso, Chili, under a warrant
granted by the Supreme Council 33° for Eng-
land and Wales and the British Depend-
encies.

HoME AND HEALTH for November is an
interesting number, and the work is valuable
is a family journal. Published by Du Puy
& Bros., New York.

THE Masonic fraternity of England con-
tributed seventy thousand pounds for the re-
ltef of the families of the German soldiers.

BROTHER Victor Emanuel has been curged
by the great ¢ infallible.” We would print
the document in full, were it not for its terri-
ble profanity.

THE LODGE OF QUEBEC, CANADA, are
contributing liberally in aid of the Chicago
sufferers.

THE members of lodges in Holland wear
swords as a part of their masonic dress in
the Lodge. .




FOWLE, TORREY & CO,

164 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON,

Iuvite you to call and sce their large stock of

CARPETINGS

received by late Steamers, consisting in part of FrRENCH MoQUETTES, KNGLISH
AXMINSTERS, TOURNEYS, BrusseLs, KinDErMixsters, &c., together with a
large stock of AMERICAN Goobps, direct from the best manufacturers, all
at the lowest prices.

W. TOUSSAINT & CO.,

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF

RICH AND PLAIN FURNITURE,
526 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON.

For a specimen of their work they respectfully refer to the rich furniture, con-
sisting of Chairs, Settees, Desks, &c., in the Sutton (Corinthian) Hall of the New
Masonic Temple in this city, all of which were designed and made by our firm.

#_* Particular attention given to the manufacture of Masonic Furniture of every

description.

Masonic Furnishing Store.
POLLARD & LEIGHTON

104 Tremont Street corner of Bromfield Street Boston.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

Society Regalia and Military Goods.

ALL THE VARIETIES OF

Jewels and Clothing

LODGHES, CHAPTERS, COUNCILS, and COMMANDERIES,
KNIGHTS TEMPLARS’ EQUIPMENTS FUR-
NISHED AT SHORT NOTICE.

BANNEKRS
OF ALL KINDS
PAINTED AND MADE TO ORDER.

.

Moore’s Masonic Trestlz Board ; Moore’s Pocket Trestle Board ; Webb’s Masonic
Monitor, Pocket Edition; Freemason’s Pocket Library; Working Monitor ; Dic-
tionary and Manual of Masonic Law ; Chase’s Digest of Masonic Law ; Tactics for
aniwhte Templars : and all other Masonic Publications for sale at the Publisher’s




GUILD & DRLANO,

NO. 2 WINTER STREET, BOSTON.

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF

MASONIC JEWELRY for LODGES, CHAPTERS & COMMANDERIES,

ALSO,

BADGES AND PRESENTATION JEWELS
For Lodges, Clubs and Socleties.

-
243> Manufacturers and Dealers in Diamonds and Fine Jewelry.|
NO. 2 WINTER STREET, BOSTON.

University Preparation at Newport, R, I

BY E. R, HUMPHREYS, LLD., FOMERLY OF CAMBRIDGE UNIVERS
AUTHOR OF VARIOUS CLASSICAL WORKS.

Dr. Humphreys now devotes himself mainly to preparing students forentering honorably, HARVARD
University, under the new regulations.
The success of his own pupils iu JUNE, and of others cleared by him of their conditions in S
TEMBER. is referred to as a proof of the care and promptness with which his teachings keep pace
the advincing standard of the University.
A very few young bourders are received in Dr. Humphrey's family, and others in private
subject to his constent supervision. X
He is permitted to refer in Boston to Rt. Rev. Bishop Eastburn, Professors Laue. Goodwin, Gu
(Dean of Faculty). Bowers, of Harvard Unlverslty; Rev. A. H. Vinton. D. D., Emanuel Church;
D. Wells, Winslow Lewis. M. D., C. W. Moore, ksq.. Hon. G. 8. Hillard; in NEW YORK, to the Preil
dent and Professors of Columbia College; Rev. Francis Vinton. D. D., Rev. D. Houghton, H. T. Tuch
man, Esq.,; also to the Rt. Rev. Bishops Huntington and Randall.

NEWPORT, R. X.
October 16, 1871.

T. C. SAVORY,
PAINTER & MANUFACTURER OF

BANNERS & FLAGS,

13 Tremont Row, Boston.

BANNER SILK & M