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PREFACE.

Four years ago I wrote, and soon after published, &
treatise on the ¢ Principles of Masonic Law,” which
was received by the Fraternity with a readiness that
convinced me I had not miscalculated the necessity of
such a work. In the composition of it I was entering
upon a field of Masonic Literature which had, up to
that time, been traversed by no other writer. There
was, it is true, an abundance of authorities scattered
over thousands of pages of Grand Lodge Proceedings,
and contained in the obiter dicta of Grand Masters’
Addresses, and the reports of Committees on Foreign
Correspondence. But these authorities were often of
a conflicting character, and as often were repugnant
to my sense of justice, and to the views I had long
entertained of the spirit of equity and reason which
pervaded the Masonic Institution. Hence, while re-
ceiving much information on various points of Masonic
Law, from the writings of distinguished brethren, in
different jurisdictions, I was repeatedly constrained to
regret that there was no standard of authority by
which I might be guided in doubtful cases, and that,
with every disposition to stand upon the old ways—
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stare super vias antiquas—I was unable to discover
any safe beacon to guide me in my search after these
ancient ways. I was, therefore, compelled, in most
cases, to depend upon my own judgment, and to draw
my conclusions as to what was Masonic Law, not from
precedent, or usage, or authoritative statutes, but from
the deductions of common sense and the analogies of
the municipal and civil law, and the customs of other
institutions.

It is not, therefore, surprising that in this dearth of
light—myself being the humble pioneer in the attempt
to reduce the principles of Masonic Law to a sys-
tematic science—with no books to guide-—no prece-
dents, in repeated instances, to direct me—I should,
sometimes, have wandered from the true path, and
erred in judgment. My errors were, it is true, con-
scientiously committed. I gave all the talent, the
experience ‘and the legal skill that I had, to the inves-
tigation of every question that lay before me—and
my mistakes were those, in most cases, inseparable
from the condition of the subject I was treating, and
from the first attempt to give systematic form to a
new science.

But subsequent years of enlarged experience and
more extensive research, directed with all the energy
I possessed, to the correction of errors, and the review
of former opinions, have led me to offer to the Masonic
World that result of my labors which is embodied in
the following pages.




PREFACE X

If T had been consulted on the subject, another edi-
tion of the “Principles of Masonic Law,” which was
first published in 1856, would never have been given
to the world ; at least, it should not have been sent
forth without a diligen? correction of those opinions
in it, which I now believe to be erronecus. As it now
appears, it is not, in every part, a just representation
of my views. But the control of the book is not in
my hands, and all that I can now do—and I ask this
as ah act of justice to myself—is to request my breth-
ren, when they shall hereafter honor me by citing my
opinions on Masonic Law, to look for those amended
views, in this, my latest work, in which I have not felt
any shame in correcting the immature theories, in
many points, of my earlier labor. There is no dis-
honor in acknowledging a mistake—there is much, in
obstinately persisting in it.

I do not suppose that I shall ever write another work
on Masonic Law. Of all Masonic literature it is the
most tedious in its details—in the task of composition,
the most laborious ; and while 1 have sought, by the
utmost care, to make the present treatise one worthy
of the Fraternity, for whom I have written it, and to
whom I am profoundly grateful for their uniform kind
ness to me, I shall gladly turn, henceforward, to the
more congenial employment of investigating the sym
bols and the religious teachings of the Order.

ALSERT G. MACKEY, M.D.

CHARLESTON 8. C.,
April, 1859.
1*
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BOOK I.

Foundations of Masonir Lam.




Tae Foundations of Masonic Law are to be found in the
Landmarke, or Unwritten Law, and in the Ancient Constis
tutions, or the Written Law. These will, therefore, constitute

the subject matte - of the present book




THE FOUNDATIONS OF MASONIC LAW.

CHAPTER 1.
The Banvmarks, or the niwritten Law

Sir WiLLiaM BLACKSTONE commences his Com-
mentaries on the Laws of England with the succinet
definition, that “law, in its most general and com-
prehensive sense, signifies a rule of action, and is
applied to all kinds of action, whether animate or
inanimate, rational or irrational.” It is in this
sense that we speak of the laws of a country as
being those rules, whether derived from positive
enactment of the legislative authority, or from long-
established custom, by which the conduct of its
citizens or subjects is regulated.

So too, societies, which are but empires, kingdoms,
or republics in miniature, are also controlled by
rules of action which are, to their respective mem-
bers, as perfect laws as the statutes of the realm.
And hence Freemasonry, as the most ancient and
universal of all societies, is governed by its laws or
rules of action, which either spring out of its
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organization, and are based upon its long-established
customs and usages, or which are derived from the
enactment of its superintending tribunals.

This difference in the origin of the Laws of
Masonryeleads to a threefold division of them, as
follows :

1. LANDMARKS.
2. GENERAL REGULATIONS.
3. LocAL REGULATIONS.

The writers on municipal law have made a divi-
sion of all laws into unwritten and written—the
“leges non-scripte” and “leges scripte.”* Apply-
ing these terms to the threefold division of Masonic
Law, we should say that the unwritten laws or cus-
toms of Masonry constitute its Landmarks, and that
the written law is to be obtained in the regulations
made by the supreme Masonic authority, and which
are either general or local, as the authority which
cnacted them was ecither general or local in its
character.

* Blackstone defines the “ unwritten laws” as those whose ¢ original insti.
tution and authority are not set down in writing as acts of parliament are,
but receive their binding power and the force of laws by long and imme-
morial usage, and by their universal reception throughout the kingdom.”
And he defines the * written lJaws” to be the ‘“statutes, acts or edicts made
by and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal and
commons in parliament assembled.”— Comment. Inirod., § 3. The civil law
of the Romans made a similar distinction into the *jus scriptum” and the
“ jus non scriptum,” the latter or unwritten law being also called the “ jus
moribus constitntum,” or the law founded on ¢ consuetudo inveterata,” or
immemorial custom. The Hebrews, too, had their double set of laws, the
written, which are found in the Pentateuch, and the oral, said to have been
given by God to Moses, to be by him orally communicated to Aaron and the
elders, and thence traditionally handed down to future generations.
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Of the nature of the Landmarks of Masonry,
there has been some diversity of opinion among
writers ;* but perhaps the safest method is to re-
strict them to those ancient, and therefore universal,
customs of the Order, which either gradually grew
into operation as rules of action, or if at once
enacted by any competent authority, were enacted
at a period so remote, that no account of their ori-
gin is to be found in the records of history. Both
the enactors and the time of the enactment have
passed away from the record, and the Landmarks
are therefore “ of higher antiquity than memory or
history can reach.”

The first requisite, therefore, of a custom or rule
of action to constitute it a Landmark is, that it
must have existed from “ time whereof the memory
of man runneth not to the contrary.”t Its antiquity
i its essential element. Were it possible for all
the Masonic authorities at the present day to unite
in a universal congress, and with the most perfect
unanimity to adopt any new regulation, although

* “ With respect to the Landmarks of Masonry, some restrict them to the
0. B., signs, tokens and words. Others include the ceremonies of initiation,
passing and raising; and the form, dimensions and supports ; the ground,
situation and covering; the ornaments, furniture and jewels of a lodge, or
their characteristic symbols. Some think that the order has no landmarks
beyond its peculiar secrets.’—OLIVER, Dict. Symb. Mas. All these are

loose and unsatisfactory definitions, excluding things that are essential, and
admitting others that are non-essential.

t Blackstone says, (Introd. § 3), “the goodness of a custom depends
upon jts having been used time ot of mind; or in the solemnity of our legal
phrase, time whercof the memory of man runneth not to the contrary. This,
it Is, that gives it its weight and anthority.” All this may be appliea in the
precise terms *o the Landmarks of Freemasonry.
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such regulation would, so long as it remained unre
pealed, be obligatory on the whole ecraft, yet it
would not be a landmark. It would have the
character of universality, it is true, but it would be
wanting it: that of antiquity.

Another peculiarity of these Landmarks of Ma-
sonry is, that they are unrepealable. As the con-
gress'to which T have just alluded would not have
the power to eract a Landnark, so néither would it
have the prerogative of abolishing one. The Land-
marks of the Order, like the laws of the Medes and
the Persians, can suffer no change. What they
were centuries ago, they still remain, and must
so continue in force until Masonry itself shall cease
to exist.

It is fortunate for the stability of Masonry, that
Landmarks so unchangeable should exist ; they stand
in the way of innovations controlling and checking
them,* and if sometimes inadvertently violated, are
ever bringing the reflective and conscientious Mason
back again under their influence, and preserving
that general uniformity of character and design
which constitutes the true universality of the insti-
tution. But it is equally fortunate for the prosper-
ity of the Order, and for its capacity of keeping up
with the progress of the age, that these Landmarks

# “ The preservation of the ancient customs is a very considerable point
m respect to manners. Since a corrupt people seldom perform any memor-
able actions, seldom establish societies, build cities or enact laws; on the
contrary, since most institutions are derived from people of simple or severe
morals; to recall men to the ancient maxims is generally recalling them tc
tirtue.”—MoxTEsQUIEt Spirit of Laws, V. vii.
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are few in number. They are sufficiently numerous
to act as bulwarks against innovation, but not suf-
ficient to stand in the way of needful reform.*

The Landmarks of Masonry, so far as I have
heen enabled to compute them, after the most care
ful examination, amount only to twenty-five in num-
her, and are as follows :

Fanymark fFivst.

THE MODES OF RECoaNITION are, of all the Land-
marks, the most legitimate and unquestioned.t
They admit of no variation ; and if ever they have
suffered alteration or addition, the evil of such a
violation of the ancient law has always made itself
subsequently manifest. An admission of this is to
be found in the proceedings of the late Masonic
Congress at Paris, where a proposition ‘was pre-
sented to render these modes of recognitions once

* The fandamental principles of Freemasonry are, it is true, the same now
that they were in the very beginning of the institution, and must always con-
tinue the same. And yet there can be no doubt that, like every other science,
Freewasonry is progressive in its character. It must of necessity be in-
fluenced by the progress of the age. Even now it is in a transition state in
this country, passing from the simply social condition which it presented less
than half a century ago to the character of a scientific and philosophical asso-
ciation. For proof of this, look to the Grand Lodge proeeedings of 1815
and of 1858. With the progress in literary improvement, the Landmarks
do not interfere.

+ Smith says that at the institution of the order to each of the degrees,
“ g particular distinguishing test was adopted, which {est, together with the
explication, was accordingly settled and eommunicated to the fraternity
previous to their dispersion, under a necessary and solemn injunction te
sccrecy; and they have been most cautiously preserved and transmitted
aown to posterity by faithful brethren, ever since their emigration.”—Use
and Abuse of Freemasonry, p. 46.
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more universal*—a proposition which never woald
have been nccessary, if the integrity of this im-
portant Landmark had been rigorously preserved.

Dandmark Second,

THE DIvISION OF SYMBOLIC MASONRY INTO THREE
Decregs,t is a Landmark that has been better pre-
served than almost any other, although even here
the mischievous spirit of innovation has left its
traces, and by the disruption of its concluding por-
tion from the third degree,i a want of uniformity
has been created in respect to the final teaching of
the Master’s order ; and the Royal Arch of Lng-
land, Scotland, Ireland, and America, and the * high
degrees” of France and Germany, arc all made to
differ 1n the mode in which they lead the neophyte

* That proposition is contained in the 7th resolution of the Congress. and
is in these words: “ Masters of lodges, in conferring the degree of Master
Mason, should invest the candidate with the words, signs and grips of the
Scottish and Modern rites.,” If the Landmark had never been violated, the
resolution would have been unnecessary. The symbolic degrees being the
foundation of all masonry, should never have been perniitted to ditfer in any
of the rites.

+ Smith thus accounts for this Landmark: “ Though there were no ap-
prentices employed in the building of the temple, yet as the craftsmen were
all intended to be promoted to the degree of Masters, after its dedication;
and as these would receive a succession by receiving apprentices, who
might themselves in due time become Masters, it was determined that the
gradations in the science should consist in three distinct degrees.”-—Use
and Abuse of Freemasonry, p. 46. Lond., 1783.

1 Dr. Oliver says that ¢ the difference between the ancient and modern
gystems (that is, between the ancient and modern Lodges in tae 18th cen-
tury) consisted solely in the mutilation of the third degree.” See “ Some
Account of the Schism,” &c., which contains a full relation of this disrup
tion of the Royal Arch from the Master’s degree.
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to the great consummation of all symbolic Masonry.*
In 1813, the Grand Lodge of England vindicated
the ancient Landmark, by solemnly enacting that
Ancient Craft Masonry consisted of the three de-
grees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and
Master Mason, including the Holy Royal Arch.t
But the disruption has never been healed, and the
Landmark, although acknowledged in its integrity

by all, still continues.to be violated.

Panuntark ThHivd,

THE LEGEND oF THE THIRD DEGREE is an import-
ant Landmark, the integrity of which has been
well preserved.f There is no rite of Masonry,
practised in any country or language, in which the
essential elements of this legend are not taught.
The lectures may vary, and indeed are constantly
changing, but the legend has ever remained sub-
stantially the same. And it is necessary that it

* The true word, which is the symbol of divine truth, is the great ob-
ject of Freemasonry. Any system without it must be imperfect; and there-
fore in all the various rites, and I might almost say that their name was
legion, this true word is sought for, but the search is in each, prosecuted
in a different way, which really constitutes the essential difference of the
masonic rites.

+ “Itis declared and pronounced that pure ancient Masonry consists of
three degrees, and no more; viz: those of the Entered Apprentice, the
Fellow Craft and the Master Mason, iz:luding the Supreme Order of the
Holy Royal Arch.”—Articles of Union between the Two Grand Lodges
of England, 1813. Art. ii.

} ¢ After the union of speculative and operative Masonry, and when the
temple of Solomon was completed, a legend of subline and symbolic mean-
ing was introduced into the system, which is still retained, and consequently
known: to all Master Mascns.”-—OvLIVER, Landmarks, vol. ii. p. 169.
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should be so, for the legend of the Temple Builder
constitutes the very essence and identity of Masonry.
Any rite whicn should exclude it, or materially alter
it, would at onee, by that exclusion or alteration,
cease to be a Masonic rite.

Landmark {fFourth,

TrE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRATERNITY, by a pre-
siding officer called a Grand Master, who is elected
from the body of the craft, is a fourth Landmark of
the Order.* Many persons ignorantly suppose that
the election of the Grand Master is held in conse-
quence of a law or regulation of the Grand Lodge.
Such, however, is not the case.t The office is in-
debted for its existence to a Landmark of the Order,
Grand Masters are to be found in the records of the
institution long before Grand Lodges were estab-
lished ; and if the present system of legislative
government by Grand Lodges were to be abolished,
a Grand Master would still be necessary. In fact,

* “No brother can be a Warden, until he has passed the part of a Fellow
Craft; nor a Master, until he has acted as a Warden ; nor Grand Warden,
until he has been Master of a lodge; nor Grand Master, unless he has been
a Fellow Craft before his election.”—O0Ild Charges, iv.

+ The mode and time of his election i3, in modern times, prescribed by
a regulation of the Grand Lodge, it is true, but the office itself exists inde-
pendently of any such regulation. When installed into office, it is not as the
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, but as the ¢ Grand Master of Masons.’—
See ANDERSON’S Conslitutions, 2d edil. passim. The earliest references to
the office in English Masonry is in the time of the Emperor Carausius, m the
third century, who, as Preston states, ¢ granted the Masons a charter, and
commandsd Albanus to preside over them in person as Grand Master.’-.
PrestoN, [lustrations, p. 125,  Oliv. edit.
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although there has been a period within the records
of history, and indeed of very recent date, when a
Grand Lodge was unknown, there never has been a
time when the craft did not have their Grand
Master.*

Banomark Fifth.,

THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER TO PRE-
SIDE over every assembly of the craft, wheresoever
and whensoever held, is a fifth Landmark. Itisin
consequence of this law,; derived from ancient usage,
and not from any special enactment, that the Grand
Master assumes the chair, or as it is called in Eng-
land, “ the throne,” at every communication of the
Grand Lodge ;t and that he is also entitled to pre-
side at the communication of every Subordinate
Lodge, where he may happen to be present.}

Fandvmark Sirth.

THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER TO
GRANT DISPENSATIONS for conferring degrees at ir-
regular times, is another and a very important

* « The Grand Master is not a creation of the General Regulations, the
Ancient Charges or Written Constitutions. He existed when all those that
we know anything of were made.”—Com. ¢f Correspond. G. L. N. Y.,
1851.

+ The Thirty-nine General Regulations, adopted in 1721, acknowledged
this Landmark in the following words: “ The Grand Lodge consists of and
is formed by the Master and Wardens of all the regular particular Lodges
on record, with the Grand Master at their head.”— Twelfih Regulaticn.

} Thus, in the First General Regulation: “ The Grand Master, or his
Depnty, hath authority and right, not only to be present in any true Lodge,
but also to preside wheresoever he is, with the Master of the Lodge on his
left hand.”™ i
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Landmark. The statutory law of Masonry requires
a month, or other determinate period, to elapse
between the presentation of a petition and the elec-
tion of a candidate. But the Grand Master has the
power to set aside or dispense with this probation,
and to allow a candidate to be initiated at once.
This prerogative he possessed in common with all
Masters,* before the enactment of the law requiring
a probation, and as no statute can impair his pre-
rogative, he still retains the power, although the
Masters of Lodges no longer possess it.

Landymark Sehenth.

THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER TO
GIVE DIsPENSATIONS for opening and holding Lodges,
is another Landmark. He may grant, in virtuec of
this, to a sufficient number of Masons, the privilege
of meeting together and conferring degrees. The
Lodges thus established are called “ Lodges under
Dispensation.” They are strictly creatures of the
Grand Master, created by his authority, existing
only during his will and pleasure, and liable at any
moment to be dissolved at his command. They
may be continued for a day, a month, or six months ;
but whatever be the period of their existence, they

* PRESTON says: “ A sufficient number of Masons met together within a
certain district, with the consent of the sheriff or chief magistrate of the
place, were empowered at this time, (i. e. anterior to 1717) to make Masons
and practice the rites of Masonry without warrant of constitution. The
privilege was inherent in them as individuals; and this privilege is still en.
joyed by the two old Lodges now extant, which act by immemoria) constitss
tion.” —Ilustrations, p. 182, ncle.
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are indebted for that existence solely to the grace
of the Grand Master.*

Lanumark Eighth.

THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER TO
MAKE MASONS AT sicHT, is a Landmark which is
closely connected with the preceding one.t There
has been much misapprehension in relaticn to this
Landmark, which misapprehension has sometimes
led to a denial of its existence in jurisdictions where
the Grand Master was perhaps at the very time
substantially exercising the prerogative, without the
slightest remark or opposition.f It is not to be

* Tf, according to the preceding note, the privilege of meeting and confer-
ring the degrees was originally inherent in all Masons, as individuals, then
it must also have been inherent in the Grand Master, and was therefore
his prerogative, as well as that of every other member of the craft. But at
the reorganization of the order in 1717, the Masons, as a body, surrendered
this prerogative to the Grand Lodge; (see PRESTON, as above,) but they
could not surrender the prerogative of the Grand Master, for it was not theirs
to surrender. Consequently he still exercises it, and may assemble Masons
together either personally or by proxy; in such cases, the Lodge meets, as
of old, without a warrant of constitution; and to enable it to do so, the
Grand Master issues his dispensation j that is, he dispenses with the law
enacted in 1717, which requires such warrant.

t “ We think this to be the rule, becapse we do not think the regulation
of June 24th, 1717, restricting the future assemblage of Masons, except in
the four old Lodges in London, to Lodges beld under warrant, was intended
to apply to the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge in session, but rather to
the craft in other respects.”—Com. of Correspond. @. L.of N. ¥.,1851. Of"
coarse uot; for if it did, supposing that it legally could, then the Grand Master
would be deprived of the power of granting dispensations to open Lodges, tor
his prerogatives of making Masons at sight and of opening Lodges are
founded on the same principle.

% That is, whenever the Grand Master granted h's dispensation to an
unchartered I.odge "o dispense with the necessary probation, and was
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supposed that the Grand Master cau retire with a
profane into a private room, and there, witheu

assistance, confer the degrees of Freemasonry upor
him. No such prerogative exists, and yet many be-
lieve that this is the so much talked of right of
“ making Masons at sight.” The real mcde and the
only mode of exercising the prerogative is this : The
Grand Master summons to his assistance not less
than six other Masons, convencs a Lodge, and with

out any previous probation, but on sight of the can-
didate, confers the degrees upon him, after which
he dissolves the Lodge, and dismisses the brethren.
Lodges thus convened for special purposes are called
“occasional lodges.” This is the only way in which
any Grand Master within the records of the insti-
tution has ever been known to “ make a Mason at
sight.” The prerogative is deperdent upon that of
granting dispensations to open and hold Lodges.
If the Grand Master has the power of graniing to
any other Mason the privilege of presidiLg over
Lodges working by his dispensation, he may assume
this privilege of presiding to himself; anl as no
one can deny his right to revoke his dispensation
granted to a number of brethren at a distanee, and
to dissolve the Lodge at his pleasure, it will scarcely
be contended that he may not revoke his dispensa-
tion for a Lodge over which he himself has been
oresiding, within a day, and dissolve the Lodge as
soon as the business for whizh he had assembled i

present and presiding at the conferring ¥ the degrees, he was virtuall
waking a Mason at sight.
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is accomplished. The making of Masons at sight
is only the conferring of the degrees by the Grand
Master, at once, in an occasional Lodge,* consti-
tuted by his dispensing power for the purpose, and
over which he presides in person.

Banymark Nintd.

ToE NECESSITY FOR MasoNS 70 CONGREGATE IN
Lopges is another Landmark.t It is not to be un-
derstood by this that any ancient Landmark has
directed that permanent organization of subordi-
nate Lodges which constitutes onec of the features
of the Masonic system as it now prevails. But the
Landmarks of the Order always prescribed that
Masons should from time to time congregate to-
gether, for the purpose of either operative or specu-
lative labor, and that these congregations should be
called Lodges. Formerly these were extemporary
meetings called together for special purposes, and
then dissolved, the brethren departing to meet again
at other times and other places, according to the
necessity of circumstances. But warrants of con-
stitution, by-laws, permanent officers and annual

* These occasional Lodges have been often called by the English Grand
Masters since 1717, and frequent records of the fact are to be found in
Anderson’s Constitutions. Almost all of the princes of the reyal family,
when made Masons, were initiated, passed and raised at sight, and i
occasional Lodges.

t “ A Lodge is a place where Masons assemnle and work; hence that
ussembly or duly organized society of Masons is called a Lodge, and every
brother ought to belong to one, and to be subject to its by-iaws and the gene
ral regulations.”—0ld Charges, iii.

2
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arrears, are modern innovations wholly outside
of the Landmarks, and dependent entirely on the
special enactments of a comparatively recent period.

Bandmark Tenty.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CRAFT, when so con-
gregated in a Lodge by a Master and two Wardens,
is also a Landmark.* 'To show the influence of this
ancient law, it may be observed by the way, that a
congregation of Masons meeting together under
any other government, as that for instance of a
president and vice-president, or a chairman and sub-
chairman, would not be reeognized as a Lodge.
The presence of a Master and two Wardens is as
essential to the valid organization of a Lodge as a
warrant of coustitution is at the present day. The
names, of course, vary in different languages, the
Master, for instance, being called * Venerable” in
French Masonry, and the Wardens “ Surveillants,”
but the officers, their number,t prerogatives and
duties, are everywhere identical.

Fanvmark IElchentd.
Tae NECESSITY THAT EVERY LoODGE, WHEN CoON-

* The Old Charges allude to the antiquity of these officers in the follow-
ing language : “ In ancient times no Master or Fellow could be absent from
the Lodge when warned to appear at it, without incurring a severe censure,
until it appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity hindered
bim.”—Charges, iii.

+ The number, three, of these offices, is essential to the symbolism of the
Order, because they refer, as corresponding officers always did, in the
ancient Mysteries, to the sun at its rising, its meridian height, and its setting.
8o long as Masonry preserves its symbolic character, these officers must be
retained, and their peculiar positions preserved.
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GREGATED, SHOULD BE DULY TILED, is an important
Landmark of the institution, which is never neg-
lected. The necessity of this law arises from the
esoteric character of Masonry. As a secret insti-
tution, its portals must of course be guarded from .
the intrusion of the profane, and such a law must
therefore always have been in force from the very
beginning of the Order.* It is therefore properly
classed among the most ancient Landmarks. The
office of Tiler is wholly independent of any special
enactment of Grand or Subordinate Lodges, al-
though these may and do preseribe for him addi-
tional duties, which vary in different jurisdictions.
But the duty of guarding the door, and keeping off
cowans and eavesdroppers, is an ancient one, which
constitutes a Landmark for his government.

Bandmark Twelfth,

THE RI1GHT oF EVERY MASON TO BE REPRESENTED
in all general meetings of .the craft, and to instruct
his representatives, is a twelfth Landmark.t For
merly, these general meetings, which were usually
held once a year, were called * General Assemblies,’

* The appointment of a Tilerisso evidentlya Landmark, and the necessity
of such an officer so apparent, from the very character of the Masonic insti
tution, that neither the Old Chbarges nor the General Regulations make any
allusion to him, except that the latter refer to the qualifications of the Grand
Tiler of the Grand Lodge.

+ This Landmark is recognized by the General Regulations in these words
* The majority of every particular Lodge, when congregated, shall have the
privilege of giving instructions to their Master and Wardens before the as
sembling of the Grand Chapter or Grand Lodge.”— Gen. Reg., Art. x.
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and all the fraternity, even to the youngest Entered
Apprentice, were permitted to be present. Now
they are called “ Grand Lodges,” and only the Mas-
ters and Wardens of the Subordinate Lodges are
summoned. But this is simply as the representa-
tives of their members. Originally, each Mason
represented himself ; now he is represented by his
officers. This was a concession granted by the fra-
ternity about 1717, and of course does not affect the
integrity of the Landmark, for the principle of
representation is still preserved. The coneession
was only made for purposes of convenience.*

Bandmark Thirvteenth,

THE RIGHT oF EVERY MASON To APPEAL from the
decision of his brethren in Lodge convened, to the
Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons, is a
Landmark highly essential to the preservation of
justice, and the prevention of oppression.t A few
modern Grand Lodges, in adopting a regulation
that the decision of Subordinate Lodges, in cases

* See a full relation of the histdry of this concession in PREsToN. (Oliver’s
edition, pp. 182-184.) The result of the concession is given in these words:
“ Matters being thus amicably adjusted, the brethren of the four old Lodges
considered their attendance on the future communications of the society as
unnecessary, and, therefore, like the other Lodges, trusted implicitly to their
Master and Wardens, resting satisfied that no measure of importance would
be adopted without their approbation.”— I llust., p. 183.

4 The Old Charges recognize this right of appeal in these words: “If
any complaint be brought, the brother found guilty shall stand to the award
and determination of the Lodge, who are the proper and competent judges
of all such controversies, unless you carry it by appeal to the Grand Lodge.”
--Charge vi, 1.
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of expulsion, cannot be wholly set aside upon an ap-
peal, have violated this unquestioned Landmark, a3
well as the principles of just government.

Bandmark fFourteentdh.

THE RigHT OF EVERY MasoN To VisiT and sit in
every regular Lodge is an unquestionable Land-
mark of the Order.* This is called “ the right of
visitation.” This right of visitation has always
been recognized as an inherent right, which inures
to every Mason as he travels through the world.
And this is because Lod~z- are justly considered as
only divisions for conveo.cnce of the universal Ma-
sonic family. This right may, of course, be im-
paired or forfeited on special occasions by various
circumstances ; but when admission is refused to a
Mason in good standing, who knoeks at the door of
a Lodge as a visitor, it is to be expected that
some good and sufficient reason shall be fur-
nished for this violation, of what is in general
a Magsonic right, founded on the Landmarks of the
Order.

* The MS. in pessession of the Lodge of Antiquity, and which contains
eharges written in the reign of James 1I., between 1685 and 1688, recog-
nizés this right of visitation in the welcome which it orders every Mason
to give to a strange brother: “ Thirteenthly, that every Mason receive and
cherish strange Fellows, when they come over the country, and set them on
work, if they will work, as the manner is; that is to say, if the Mason have
any mould stone in his place, he shall give him a mould stone, and set him
on work; and if he have none, the Mason shall refresh him with money unte
the next Lodge.” All this implies the right to claim and the duty to extend
hospitality to a visiting brother,
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Fandmark fFifteentdh.

It is a Landmark of the Order, THAT NO VISITOR,
UNKNOWN TO THE BRETHREN PRESENT, or to some
one of them as a Mason, can enter a Lodge without
first passing an examination according to ancient
usage.* Of course, if the visitor is known to any
brother present to be a Mason in good standing,
and if that brother will vouch for his qualifications,
the examination may be dispensed with, as the
Landmark refers only to the cases of strangers,
who are not to be recognized unless after strict
trial, due examination, or lawful information.

Bandmark Sirteentd.

No LopGE cAN INTERFERE IN THE BUSINESS OF
ANOTHER LoODGE, nor give degrees to brethren who
are membersof other Lodges.t Thisisundoubtedly
an ancient Landmark, founded on the great prin-
ciples of courtesy and fraternal kindness, which are
at the very foundation of our institution. It has
been repeatedly rccognized by subsequent statutory
enactments of all Grand Lodges.

* Reference is made to this important Landmark in the Old Charges,vi. 6,
in the directions for ¢ behavior to a strange brother,” where we find the fol
lowing langnage: “ You are cautioned to examine him in such method as
prudence shall direct you, that you may not be imposed upon by an ignorant
pretender,whom you are to reject with contempt and derision, and beware
of giving him any hints of knowledge.”

4 Thus in the MS. charges of the Lodge of Antiquity: “ That no Master
or Fellow supplant others of their work; that is, if he hath taken a work
or else stand master of any work, that he [i.e. any other,] shall not put
him out unless he be unable of cunn’ng to make an end of his work.”
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Bandmark Scbentecntd.

It is a Landmark that BvEry FREEMASON IS AME-
\TABLE TO THE LAWS AND REGULATIONS OF THE Ma-
goNIC JURISDICTION in which he resides, and this
although he may not be a member of any Lodge.*
Non-affiliation, which is, in fact, in itself a Masonic
offence, does not exempt a Mason from Masonie
Jjurisdiction.

Banyntark Eighteenth.

CERTAIN QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES FOR IN-
rTIATION are derived from a Landmark of the Order.t
These qualifications are that he shall be a man—
shall be unmutilated, free born, and of mature age.t
That is to say, a woman, a cripple, or a slave, or
one born in slavery, is disqualified for initiation into

* Thke same charges recognize this Landmark in these words: * Tenthly,
that every Master and Fellow shall come to the assembly, if it be within fift,
miles of htm, if he have any warning. And if he have trespassed against
the craft, 10 abide the award of Masters and Fellows.” And again:
“ Eleventhly, that every Master Mason and Fellow that hath trespassed
against the craft, shall stand to the correction of other Masters and Fellows
to make him accord, and if he cannot accord, to go to the common law.”

+ Thus in the same MS. charges these qualifications are referred to:
“ Thirdly, that he that be made, be able in all degrees ; that is, free born,
of a good kindred, true, and no hondsman ; and that he have his right imbs
as 2 man ought to bave.” And the 0ld Charges, collected in 1717, give the
¢ualifications as follows : “ The persons admitted members of a Lodge must
be gdod and true men, free born and of mature and discreet age, no hond-
men, no women, no inxnoral or scandalous men, but of good report.”

$ In the regulations adopted by the General Assembly, 27th December,
1663, the age is placed at twenty-one years : * That no person be accepted
unless he be twenty-one vears old or more.”—See ANVERSON, 2d edit-
0. 102
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the rites of Masonry. Statutes, it is true, have
from time to time been enacted, enforcing or ex-
plaining these principles; but the qualifications
really arise from the very nature of the Masonic
institution, and from its symbolic teachings, and
ave always existed as Landmarks.

Pandmark Niuneteenth.

A BELIEF 1¥ THE EXISTENCE OF GOD As THE GRAND
ArcHITECT of the universe, is one of the most im-
portant Landmarks of the Order.* It has been al-
ways deemed essential that a denial of the existence
of a Supreme and Superintending Power, is an abso-
lute disqualification for initiation. The annals of
the Order never yet have furnished or could farnish
an instance in which an avowed atheist was ever
made a Mason. The very initiatory ceremonies of
the first degree forbid and prevent the possibility
of so monstrous an occurrence.

Banymarik Twentictd,

Subsidiary to this belief in God, as a Landmark
of the Order, is THE BELIEF IN A RESURRECTION TO
A Furure Lire.t This Landmark is not so posi-

* Tt were needless to cite authorities on this point. We might say, that the
very first of the Old Charges begins by declaring that “a Mason i obliged
by his tenure to obey the moral law; and if he rightly understands the art,
he will never be a stupid atheist, nor an irreligious libertine.”

+ The whole scope and design of the third degree is,to teach the resurrec
tion from the dead, as that of the Royal Arch is to inculcate the rewards of a
future life. If the doctrine of the resurvection were false, then would the
ceremonies of the third degree be simply a farce ; and hence Hutchinsop
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tively impressed on the candidate by exact words ag
the preceding ; but the doctrine is taught by very
plain implication, and runs through the whole sym-
bolism of the Order. To believe in Masonry, and
not to believe in a resurrection, would be an absurd
anomaly, which could only be excused by the re-
_flection, that he who thus confounded his belief and
his skepticism, was so ignorant of the meaning of
both theories as to have no rational foundation for
his knowledge of either.

Banymark Twentp=fFivst,

It is a Landmark, that a “ Book or THE Law”
shall constitute an indispensable part of the furni-
ture of every Lodge.* I say advisedly, a Book of
the Law, because it is not absolutely required that
everywhere the Old and New Testaments shall be
ased. The “ Book of the Law” is that volume
which, by the religion of the country, is believed to
contain the revealed will of the Grand Architect of
the universe. Hence, in all Lodges in Christian
" countries, the Book of the Law is composed of the
0Old and New Testaments; in a country where
Judaism was the prevailing faith, the Old Testa-
ment alone would be sufficient; and in Mohamme-

who had profundly studied its symbolism, says, that the Master Mason’s
order “ testifies our faith concerning the resurrection of the body.”—Spirit
of Masonry, p. 101.

* The presence of a Book of the Law in a Lodge, as a part of its furniture, is
strictly a ritualistic Landmark, and the authorities for it will be at once evi
dent to every Mason.

o
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dan countries, and among Mohammedan Masons,
the Koran might be substituted. Masonry does
not attempt to interfere with the peculiar religious
faith of its disciples, except so far as relates to the
belief in the existence of God, and what necessarily
results from that belief.* The Book of the Law is
to the speculative Mason his spiritual Trestle-board ;
without this he cannot laber ; whatever he believes
to be the revealed will of the Grand Architeet con-
stitutes for him this spiritual Trestle-board, and
must ever be before him in his hours of speculative
labor, to be the rule and guide of his conduct. The
Landmark, therefore, requires that a Book of the
Law, a religious code of some kind, purporting to
be an exemplar of the revealed will of God, shall
form an essential part of the furniture of every
Lodge.

Banumark Eingut =Seconl,

THE EqQuaLiTy oF ALL Masoxs is another Land-
mark of the Order.t This equality has no refer-
ence to any subversion of those gradations of rank
which have becn instituted by the usages of society.}

* On the subject of the religious, or rather the doctrinal, requirements
of Masonry, the Old Charges utter the following explicit language : “ Though
in ancient times, Masons were charged in every country to be of the religion
of that country or nation, whatever it was ; yet it is now thought expedient
only to oblige them to that religion in which all men agree, leaving their
particuiar opinions to themselves.”- Charge i.

1 “Masons meet upon the level.”- Ritual.

1 “ Though all Masons are as brethren upon the same level, yet Masonry
t.kes no honor from a man tha* he had before ; nay, rather it adds to hie
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The monarch, the nobleman or the gentleran is en
titled to all the influence, and receives all the
respect which rightly belong to his exalted position.
But the doctrine of Masonic equality implies that,
as children of one great Father, we meet -in the
Lodge upon the level—that on that level we are all
traveling to one predestined goal—that in the Lodge
genuine merit shall receive more respect than
boundless wealth, and that virtue and knowledge
alone should be the basis of ail Masonic honors, and
be rewarded with preferment.* When the labors
of the Lodge are over, and the brethren have retired
from their peaceful retreat, to mingle once more
with the world, each will then again resure that
gocial position, and exercise the privileges of that
rank, to which the customs of society entitle him.

Banvmark Twentp=THhird.

THE SECRECY OF THE INSTITUTION is another and
a most important Landmark.t There is some diffi-

honor, especially if he has deserved well of the brotherhood, who must
give honor to whom it is due, and avoid ill manners.”—Old Charges,
vi,, 3.

* ¢« All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth and per
sonal merit only.”—0ld Charges, iv.

+ There are abundant cautions in the Old Charges which recognize the
existence of this Landmark, and the necessity of preserving it. Thus in the
direction for the behavior of brethren who meet without strangers, it is said «
“ You will salute one another in a courteous manner, ....... freely giving
mutual instruction as shall be thought expedient, without being overseen or
overheard ;” and in the presence of strangers: * You shall be cautious ix
your words and carriage, that the most penetrating stranger shall uct b
able to dizcover or find out what is not proper to be intimated.”




36 THE LANDMARKS, OR

culty in precisely defining what is meant by a
*“seciet society.” If the term refers, as perhaps,
in strictly logical language it should, to those asse-
siations whose designs are concealed from the pub-
lic eye, and whose members are unknown, which
produce their results in darkness, and whose opera-
tions are carefully hidden from the public gaze—a
definition which will be appropriate to many politi-
cal clubs and revolutionary combinations in despotic
countries, where reform, if it is at all to be effected,
must be effected by stealth—then clearly Free-
masonry is not a secret society. Its design is not
only publicly proclaimed, but is vaunted by its dis-
ciples as something to be venerated—its disciples
are known, for its membership is considered an
honor to be coveted—it works for a result of which
it boasts—the civilization and refinement of man,
the amelioration of his condition, and the reforma-
tion of his manners. But if by a secret soeiety is
meant—and this is the most popular understanding
of the term—a society in which there is a certain
amount of knowledge, whether it be of methods of
recognition, or of legendary and traditional learn-
ing,* which is imparted to those only who have
passed through an established form of initiation,
the form itself being also concealed or esoteric,

* The Leland MS,, containing the answers of the Masons to the questions
of King Henry the Sixth, gives a long list of the secrets which the
Masons “ conceal and hide,” the catalogue of secret sciences ending with

the universalle longage of Masonnes,” that is, the peculiar modes of
recognition.
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then in this sense is Freemasonry undoubtedly a
secret society. Now this form of secrecy is a form
inherent in it, existing with it from its very founda-
tion, and secured to it by its ancient Landmarks.
If divested of its secret character, it would lose its
identity, and would ecease to be Freemasonry.*
‘Whatever objections may, therefore, be made to the
institution, on account of its secrecy, and however
much some unskillful brethren have been willing in
times of trial, for the sake of expediency, to divest
it of its secret character, it will be ever impossible
to do so, even were the Landmark not standing be-
fore us as an insurmountable obstacle ; because such
change of its character would be social suicide, and
the death of the Order would follow its legalized
exposure. Freemasonry, as a secret association, has
lived unchanged for centuries—as an open society
it would not last for as many years.

Fantmark Twentp-fFourtd,

THE FOUNDATION OF A SPECULATIVE SCIENCE UPON
AN OPERATIVE ART, and the symbolic use and ex-
planation of the terms of that art, for purposes of
religious or moral teaching, constitute another
Landmark of the Order.t The Temple of Solomon

* ‘ Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the mysteries of the Order, as these
are to distinguish you from the rest of the community, and mark your conse
quence among Masons.”—Charges to an Eni. Apprentice.

t “We work in speculative Masonry, but our ancient brethren worked in
both operative and speculative '—Ritual of F. €. degree.
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was the cradle of the institution,* and, thercfore,
the reference to the operative Masonry, which con-
structed that magnificent edifice, to the materials
and implements which were employed in its con-
struction, and to the artists who were engaged in
the building, are all component and essential parts
of the body of Freemasonry, which could not be
subtracted from it without an entire destruction of
the whole identity of the Order. Hence, all the
comparatively modern rites of Masonry, however
they may differ in other respects, religiously pre-
serve this temple history and these operative ele-
ments, as the substratum of all their modifications
of the Masonic system.

Banuymark Twenty=Fifth,

The last and crowning Landmark of all is, that
THESE LANDMARKS CAN NEVER BE CHANGED.} No-
thing can be subtracted from them—nothing can be
added to them—not the slightest modification can
be made in them. As they were received from our

# ¢ As this temple (Solomon’s) received the secoud race of servants of
the true God, and as the true craftsmen were here proved in their work,
we will crave your attention to the circumstances which are to be gathercd
from holy writ, and from historians, touching this structure,as aa illustra-
tion of those secrets in Masonry, which may appear to such of our brethren
as are not learned in antiquity, dark or insignificant, unless they are proved
from thence.”—HuTcHINSON, Spiril of Masonry, p. 83.

t Our “first most excellent Grand Master” has declared with a signifi-
cance which Masons will understand—* Remove not the ancient Landmarks
which thy fathershave set.” Dr. OLIVER remarks— It is quite clear, how-
ever, that the order against removing or altering the Landmarks was nniver
sally observed in all ages of the craft.”— Dict. of Sym. Mas.
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predecessors, we are bound by the most solemn obli-
gations of duty to transmit them to our successors.
Not one jot or one tittle of these unwritten laws can
be repealed ; for in respect to them, we are not only
willing, but compelled to adopt the language of the
sturdy old barons of England—* Nolumus leges
mutari.”




CHAPTER IL

The Written Latw,

NExt to the Unwritten Laws, or Landmarks of
Masonry, comes its Written or statutory Laws.
These are the “regulations,” as they are usually
called, which have been enacted from time to time
by General Assemblies, Grand Lodges, or other su-
preme authorities of the Order. They are in their
character either general or local.

The General Regulations are those that have been
enacted by such bodies as had at the time universal
Jjurisdiction over the craft. By the concurring con-
sent of all Masonic jurists, it is agreed, that the
regulations adopted previous to the year 1721, shall
be considered as general in their nature ; because
all the Masonic authorities established since that
period, have derived their existence, either directly
or indirectly, from the Grand Lodge of England,
which was organized in 1717, and hence the regula-
tions adopted by that body, at the period of its
organization, and immediately afterwards, or by its
predecessors, the annual General Assemblies of the
eraft, were of universal authority at the time of
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their adoption. But soon after 1721, other Grand
Lodges were established with equal powers to make
regulations for their own jurisdietions, and hence
the subsequent cnactments of the Grand Lodge of
England ceased to be of force in those new and in-
dependent jurisdictions, and they therefore lost
their character of universality.

The Local Regulations are all those laws which
have been since enacted by the Grand Lodge of
England, and the Grand Lodges of other countrics,
and which are, of course, of authority only in the
Jjurisdictions over which these Grand Lodges exer-
cise control. In a general treatise on the laws of
Masonry, these local regulations can of course find
no place, except when referred to in illustration of
any point of Masonic law. F

The code of General Regulations, or the universal
Written Law of Masonry, is therefore contained in a
comparatively small compass, and yet this code,
with the Landmarks already recapitulated in the
preceding chapter, constitute the foundation on
which the whole superstructure of Masonic law is
erected. From these Landmarks and general regu-
lations, and from the dictates of reason and the
suggestions of analogy and common sense, we are
to deduce all those fundamental principles which
make the science of Masonic law.

It is necessary, therefore, that all those documents
which contain the universal written laws of Masonry
should be enumerated, as an appropriate introdue-
tion to an accurate inquiry into the science whose
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principles constitute the subject matter of the pres.
ent article.

The following documents, and these ounly, have
been admitted to contain the General Regulations
and fundamental Constitutions of the Order, and
are competent authority for reference in all obscure
or disputed points of Masonic law :

I.—THE OLD YORK CONSTITUTIONS OF 926.

The “Old York Constitutions” were so called
from the city of York, where they were enacted,
and sometimes the “ Gothic Constitutions,” from the
fact that they were written in the old Gothie
character. Of these constitutions, which are the
oldest now extant, the history is given in a record
written in the reign of Edward IV., the substance
of which is copied by Anderson. According to this
record, we learn that Prince Edwin, having been
taught Masonry, obtained from his brother, King
Athelstan, a free charter, “ for the Masons having a
correction among themselves (as it was anciently
expressed,) or a freedom and power to regulate
themselves, to amend what might happen amiss,
and to hold a yearly communication and general
assembly.

“ Accordingly, Prince Edwin summoned all the
Masons in the realm to meet him in a congregation
at York, who came and composed a General Lodge,
of which he was Grand Master ; and having brought
with them all the writings and records extant, some
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in Greek, some iu Latin, some in Frencn and other
languages, from the contents thereof that assembly
did frame the Constitution and Charges of an Eng-
lish Lodge, made a law to preserve and observe the
same in all time coming, and ordained good pay for
the working Masons,” &e.*

The Constitutions thus framed at the city of
York, in the year 926, were seen, approved and con-
firmed, as we are informed by Anderson,t in the
reign of Henry VI., and were then recognized as
the fundamental law of Masonry. The document
eontaining them was lost for a long time, although,
according to Oliver, copies are known to have been
taken during the reign of Richard II.; at the re-
vival of Masonry, however,in 1717, not a transeript
was to be found.] A copy was, however, discovered
in 1838, by Mr. James Orchard Halliwell, in the
British Museum, and published. Dr. Oliver has
very clearly proved, in an article in the American
Quarterly Review of Freemasonry,§ that this ancient
MS., published by Mr. Halliwell, is the original
Constitutions, as adopted in 926 by the General
Assembly which met at York. These Constitutions
contain fifteen articles and fifteen points of Masonic

* ANDERSON'S Constitutions, 1st edit., p. 32.

+ ANDERsoN, 2d edit., p. 111.

1 “It eluded the search of those indefatigable brothers, Desaguliers and
Andersun, at the revival of Masonry in the year of grace 1717, althongh
they used all the means at their command, both in *his country and else-
where for its discovery.”—OLIVER, on the Old York Constitutions, Amer
Quar. Rev. of Freem., vol. i., p. 549. '

§ Amer. Quar. Rev. of Freem., vol. i., p. 546.
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law, which are here given, not in the antiquated
language in which they were written, and in which
they are published in Halliwell’s book—a language
which would be almost wholly unintelligible to the
great mass of readers—-butl as they have been very
correctly translated and condensed by Dr. Oliver,
in the volume already referred to. Besides their
importance, they will be read with interest as the
oldest Masonic Constitutions extant.

The Fifteen Articles.

1. The Master must be steadfast, trusty and true; provide
victuals for his men, and pay their wages punctually.®

2. Every Master shall attend the Grand Lodge when duly
summoned, unless he have a good and reasonable excuse.

3. No Master shall take an Apprentice for less than seven
years.t

4. The son of a bondman shall not be admitted as an Ap-
prentice, lest, when he is introduced into the Lodge, any of
the brethren should be offended.

5. A candidate must be without blemish, and have the full
and proper use of his limbs ; for a maimed man can do the
craft no good.}

6. The Master shall take especial care, in the admission of
an Apprentice, that he do his lord no prejudice.

# This reference to the wages of operative Masonry is still preserved in
the formula of the Senior Warden’s response in opening and closing a
Lodge ; but the wages of a speculative Mason consist in a knowledge of
truth.

+ Speculatively, no candidate shall pass to a higher degree, until he has
served a “sufficient time” and made “due proficiency” in the preceding
degree.

} This is repeated in all subsequent regulations, and is still in foree
uotwithstanding some recent attermpts to reduce its rigor.
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7. He shall harbor no thief or thief’s retainer, lest the craft
should come to shame.

8. If he unknowingly employ an imperfect man, he shall
discharge him from the work when his inability is dis-
covered *

9. No Master ghall undertake a woak that he is not able
to finish to his lord’s profit and the credit of his Lodge.

10. A brother shall not sapplant his fellow in the work}
unless he be incapable of doing it himself; for then he may
lawfully finish it, that pleasure and profit may be the mutual
result.

11. A Mason shall not be obliged to work after the sun
has set in the west,

12. Nor shall he decry the work of a brother or fellow,
but shall deal honestly and truly by him, under a penalty of
not less than ten pounds.

13. The Master shall instruct his Apprentice faithfully, and
make him a perfect workman.

14. He shall teach him all the secrets of his trade.

15. And shall guard him against the commission of per
jury, and all other offences by which the craft may be
brouglht to shame.

The Fifteen Pownts.

1. Every Mason shall cultivate brotherly love and the
love of God, and frequent holy church.,

2. The workman shall labor diligently on work days, that
he may deserve his holidays.

* This is the foundation of that principle of law by which n candidate
nias be stopped in any part of his progress—as, for instance, that an
Entered Apprentice, being objected to, may be refused by the Lodge
advancement to the Fellow Craft’s degree.

+ That is, no Lodge shall interfere with the work of another Ladge. These
afford illustrations of how the operative allusions in all the old onstitutions
are to be interpreted in a speculative sense.
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3. Every Apprentice shall keep his Master’s counsel, and
not betray the secrets of his Lodge.

4. No man shall be false to the craft, or entertain a preju-
dice against his Master or Fellows.

5. Every workman shall receive his wages meekly, and.
without scruple ; and should the Master think proper to dis
miss him from the work, he shall have due notice of the samo
before II. xii.

6. If any dispute arise among the brethren, it shall be
settled on a holiday, that the work be not neglected, and
God’s law fulfilled.

7. No Mason shall debauch, or have carnal knowledge of
the wife, daughter, or concubine of his Master or Fellows.

8. Ie shall be true to his Master, and a just mediator in
all disputes or quarrels.

9. The Steward shall provide good cheer against the hour
of refreshment, and each Fellow shall punctually defray his
share of the reckoning, the Steward rendering a true and
correct account. v

10. If a Mason live amiss, or slander his Brother, so0 ag to
bring the craft to shame, he shall -have no further mainten-
ance among the brethren, but shall be summoned to the next
Grand Lodge; and if he refuse to appear, he shall be
expelled.

11. If a Brother see his Fellow hewing a stone, and likely
to spoil it by unskillful workmanship, he shall teach him to
amend it, with fair words and brotherly speeches.

12. The General Assembly, or Grand Lodge, shall consist
of Masters and Fellows, Lords, Knights and Squires, Mayor
and Sheriff, to make new laws, and to confirm old ones when
necessary.

13. Every Brother shall swear fealty, and if he violate his
oath, he shall not be succored or assisted by any of the
Fraternity.

14. He shall make oath to keep secrets, to be steadfast
and true to all the ordinances of the Grand Lodge, to the
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King and Holy Church, and to all the several Points herein
specified.

' 15. And if any Brother break his oath, Lie skall be com.
mitted to prison, and forfeit his goods and chattels to the
King.

They conclude with an additional ordinance—alia
ordinacio—which declares

That a General Assembly shall be held every year, with
the Grand Master at its head, to enforce these regulations,
and to make new laws, when it may be expedient to do so,at
whicli all the brethren are competent to be present ; and
they must renew their O. B. to keep these statutes and con-
stitutions, which have been ordained by King Athelstan, and
adopted by the Grand Lodge at York. And this Assembly
further directs that, in all ages to come, the existing Grand
Lodge shall petition the reigning monarch to confer his
sanction on their proceedings.

II.—THE CONSTITUTIONS OF EDWARD IIIL

Anderson informs us,* on the authority of an old
record, that in the reign of King Edward III.,
(that is, between the years 1327 and 1377), the
Grand Master, with his Wardens, at the head of
the Grand Lodge, with the consent of the lords of
the realm, who were generally Freemasons, ordained
~ the following Constitutions :

1. That for the future, at the making or admission of a
Brother, the constitutions and the charges shall be read.
2. That Master Masons, or Masters of the work, shall be

T Coustitutions, 2d edit., p. 7.
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examined whether they be able of cunning to serve their
respective lords, as well the highest as the lowest, to the
honor and worship of the aforesaid art, and to the profit of
their lords; for they be their lords that employ them for
their travel.

3. That when the Master and Wardens meet in-a Lodge,
if need be, the Sheriff of the county, or the Mayor of the
city, or Alderman of the town, in which the congregation is
held, should be made fellow and sociate to the Master, in
help of him against rebels, and for upbearing the rights of
the realm.

4. That Entered Prentices at their making were charged
not to be thieves, or thieves-maintainers; that they should
travel honestly for their pay, and love their Fellows as them-
selves, and be true to the King of England, and to the realm,
and to the Lodge.

5. That at such congregations it shall be enquired, whether
any Master or Fellow has broke any of the articles agreed
to. And if the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove
rebel, and will not attend, then the Todge shall determine
against him that he shall forswear (or renounce) his Masonry,
and shall no more use this craft; the which, if he presume
for to do, the Sheriff of the county shall prison him, and take
all bis goods into the king’s hands, till his grace be granted
him an issue : for this cause principally have these congre-
gations been ordained, that as well the lowest as the highest
should be well and truly served in this art foresaid through-
out all the kingdom of Englani.

III.—REGULATIONS OF 1603.

In the reign of Charles I., Henry Jermyn, Earl
of St. Albans, being chosen Grand Master, he held
a Geperal Assembly and Feast on St. John the
Evangelist’s day, 1663, when the following regula-
tions were adopted :
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1. That no person, of what degree soever, be made or
accepted a Freemason, unless in a regular Lodge, whereof
one to be a Master or a Warden in that limit or division
where such Lodge is kept, and another to be a craftsman in
the trade of Freemasonry.

2. That no person shall hereafter be accepted a Freemason
but such as are of able body, honest parentage, good repu-
tation, and an observer of the laws of the land.

3. That no person hereafter who shall be accepted a Free-
mason, shall be admitted into any Lodge or assembly, until
he has brought a certificate of the time and place of his ac-
ceptation from the Lodge that accepted him, unto the Master
of that limit or division where such Lodge is kept; and the
said Master shall enroll the same in a roll of parchment, to
be kept for that purpose, and shall give anaccount of all such
acceptations at every General Assembly.

4. That every person who is now a Freemason, shall bring
to the Master a note of the time of his acceptation, to the end
the same may be enrolled in such priority of place as the
Brother deserves; and that the whole company and Fellows
may the better know each other.

5. That for the future the said fraternity of Freemasons
- shall be regulated and governed by one Grand Master, and
as many Wardens as the said society shall think fit to ap-
point at every annual General Assembly.

6. That no person shall be accepted, unless he be twenty-
one years old or more.

IV.—THE ANCIENT INSTALLATION CHARGES.

These Charges appear from their style to be very
old, although their date is uncertain. They were
contained in a MS, written in the reign of James
IL., which extended from 1685 to 1688, which MS.,
according to Preston, was in possession of the Lodge
of Antiquity in London. They are said to have

3
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been used at the installation of the Master of a
Lodge. Probably they are older than the year
1686; but that date is often used as a means of
reference. The Charges are as follows :

1. That ye shall be true men to God and the holy church,
and to use no error or heresy by your understanding, and by
wise men’s teaching.

2. That ye shall be.true liegemen to the King of England,
without treason or any falsehood, and that ye know no treason
but ye shall give knowledge thereof to the king, or to his
counsel ; also, ye shall be true one to another, that is to say,
every Mason of the craft that is Mason allowed, ye shall do
to him as ye would be done unto yourself.

3. And ye shall keep truly all the counsel that ought to be
kept in the way of Masonhood, and all the counsel of the
Lodge or of the chamber. Also, that ye shall be no thief nor
thieves to your knowledge free; that ye shall be true to the
king, lord or master that ye serve, and truly to see and work
for his advantage.

4. Ye shall call all Masons your Fellows, or your brethren,
and no other names.

5. Ye shall not take your Fellow’s wife in villainy, nor de-
flower his daughter or servant, nor put him to disworship.

6. Ye shall truly pay for your meat or drink, wheresoever
ye go to table or board. Also, ye shall do no villainy there,
whereby the craft or science may be slandered.

V.—THE ANCIENT CHARGES AT MAKINGS.

The MS.in the archives of the Lodge of Antiquity
from which I have quoted the preceding charges.
adds to them fifteen more, which are said to be
*“ Charges single for Masons allowed or accepted,”
-hat is to say, as is added at the end, * Charges and




THE WRITTEN LAW. 51

covenants to be read ....... at the mak-
ing of a i'reemason or Freemasons.” They are as
follows :

1. That no Mason take on him no lord’s work, nor any
other man’s, unless he know himself well able to perform the
work, so that the craft have no slander.

2. Also, that no Master take work but that he take reason-
able pay for it; so that the lord may be truly served, and the
Master to live honestly, and to pay his Fellows truly. And
that no Master or Fellow supplant others of their work ; that
is to say, that if he hath taken a work, or else stand Master
of any work; that he shall not put him out, unless he be un-
able of cunning to make an end of his work. And no Master
nor Fellow shall take no Apprentice for less than seven years.
And that the Apprentice be free born, and of limbs whole as
a man ought to be, and no bastard. And that no Master nor
Fellow take no allowance to be made Mason without the as-
sent of his Fellows, at the least six or seven.

3. That he that be made be able in all degrees; that is,
free born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and
that he have his right limbs as a man ought to have.

4. That a Master take no Apprentice without he have occu-
pation to occupy two or three Fellows at the least.

5. That no Master or Fellow put away any lord’s work to
task that ought to be journeywork. :

6. That every Master give pay to his Fellows and servauts
as they may deserve, so that he be not defamed with false
working. And that none slander another behind his back to
make him lose his good name.

7. That no Fellow in the house or abroad, answer another
ungodly or reproveably without a cause.

8. That every Master Mason do reverence to his clder;
and that a Mason be no common player at the cards, dice or
hazard; or at any other unlawful plays, through the whizh
the science and craft may be dishonored and slandered
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9. That no Fellow go iuto the town by night, except ne
have a Fellow with him, who may bear him record that he
was in an honest place.

10. That every Master and Fellow shall come to the assem-
bly, if it be within fifty miles of him, if he have any warning.
And if he have trespassed against the craft, to abide the re-
ward of Masters and Fellows.

11. That every Master Mason and Fellow that hath tres-
passed against the craft,shall stand to the correction of other
Masters and Fellows to make him accord ; and if they cannot
accord, to go to the common law.

12. That a Master or Fellow make not a mould stone,
square nor rule, to no lowen, nor let no lowen work work
within their Lodge nor without, to mould stone.

13. That every Mason receive and cherish strange Fellows,
when they come over the country, and set them on work, if
they will work, as the manner is; that is to say, if the Mason
have any mould stone in his place, he shall give him a mould
stone, and set him on work; and if he have none, the Mason
shall refresh him with money unto the next Lodge.

14. That every Mason shall truly serve his Master for
his pay.

15. That every Master shall truly make an end of his work,
task or journey, whitherso it be. »

VI.—THE REGULATION OF 1703.

I know not upon what authority Rebold places
the date of this Regulation in 1703. He cannot,
however, be far wrong, as it is certain that it was
adopted at the beginning of the eighteenth century,
and during the latter part of the Grand Mastership
of Sir Christopher Wren. The Regulation is an
important one, and bad an extensive influenee on
the subsequent character of the institution. Pres-
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ton* says that it was adopted in consequence of the
decadence of the Lodges, and for the purpose of in-
creasing their members. It is in these words :

That the privileges of Masonry should no longer be re-
stricted to operative Masons, but extend to men of various
professions, provided they were regularly approved and in-
itiated into the Order.t

VII.—THE REGULATION OF 1717.

Preston] informs us that, on St. John the Baptist’s
day, 1717, at the establishment of the Grand Lodge
of England by the four Lodges in London, the fol-
lowing Regulation was adopted :

That the privilege of assembling as Masons, which had
been hitherto unlimited, should be vested in certain Lodges
or assemblies of Masons, convened in certain places; and
that every Lodge to be hereafter convened, except the four
old Lodges at this time existing, should be legally authorized
to act by a warrant from the Grand Master for the time being,
granted to eertain individuals by petition, with the consent

* Illustrations of Masonry, p. 180.

1 There is something in the phraseology of this regulation which makes it
irreconcilable with the facts of history. It is well known that,t *m the
earliest periods, a specnlative and an operative element were. cembine 1 in
the institution, and that many distinguished princes, noblemen, prelates and
scholars, who were not operative Masons, held high rank and position in the
Fraternity. The most of the craftsmen were, however, undoubtedly, opera-
tive or stone masons. The object of this regulation, perhaps, really was, to
give an entirely speculative character to the institution, and completely to
divest it of its operative element. Although not precisely so worded, this
seems to have been the universal interpretation, and such bas actually Leen
the result.

$ Illustrations, p. 182.
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and approbation of the Grand Lodge in communication ; and
that without such warrant, no Lodge should be hereafter
deemed regular or constitutional.*

YIII.—THE REGULATION OF 1720.

At a quarterly communication of the Grand
Lodge of England, held on the 24th of June, 1720,
the following new Regulation was adopted :

In future, the new Grand Master shall be named and pro-
posed to the Grand Lodge some time before the feast; and,
if approved and present, he shall be saluted ag Grand Mas-
ter elect; and every Grand Master, when he is installed,
shall have the sole power of appointing his Deputy and
Wardens, according to ancient custom.} .

IX.—THE CHARGES APPROVED IN 1722.

The Charges now to be inserted were presented to
the Grand Lodge by Dr. Anderson and Dr. Desagu-
liers, in 1721, and being approved by the Grand
Lodge on the 25th of March, 1722, were subse-
quently published in the first edition of the Book
of Constitutions, with the following title :

“The Charges of a Freemason, extracted from the Ancient
Records of Lodges beyond sea, and of those in England, Scot~

* RESTON says that a sufficent number of Masons ceuld, up to the time
of the adoption of this regulation, meet together, open a Lodge, and make
Masons, with the consent of the sheriff or chief magistrate of the place.
The regulation here quoted, which abolished this usage, is the one under
which the present system of permanent chartered Lodges is maintained.

1 This regulation has been very generally repealed by the Grand Lodges
of the United States. In England, and in North Carolina and a very few
other Grand Lodges in this conntry, it is still in force. Butin the greater
mumber of States, the ffice of Deputy, like that of Grand Master, is
elective.
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land and Ireland, for the use of the Lodges in London: to be
vead at the making of new Brethren, or when the Master
shall order it.”

These Charges have always been held in the high:
est veneration by the Fraternity, as embodying the
most important points of the ancient Written as
well as Unwritten Law of Masonry.

I. CONCERNING GOD AND RELIGION.

A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law ;t
and if he rightly understandg the art, he will never be a
stupid atheist, nor an irreligious libertine. But though in
ancient times Masons were charged in every country to be
of the religion of that country or nation, whatever it was,
yet 'tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to

* LAURENCE DEryorr, the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
. Ancient Masons, or Athol Grand Lodge, as it has been of late very usually
called, published a very distorted copy of these Charges in the Ahiman
Rezon, or Book of Constitutions, which he compiled for the use of the illegal
Grand Lodge with which he was connected. This incorrect version of Der-
mott was subsequently copied by Smith, in his Ahiman Rezon of Pennsyl-
vania ; by Dalcho, in that of South Carolina ; by Cole, in his Freemason's
Library, and by several other American writers; and many of the wordy, bat
unnecessary, controversies on subjects of Masonic law, which a few years age
were becoming the reproach of American Masonry, (althongh by the investi-
gations which they have promoted, they have been of ultimate benefit,) arose
from the fact that Dermott’s copy of the Charges was repeatedly copied as
good law, which, of course, it was not ; becanse the Grand I.odge to which he
was attached was irregular, and because his edition of the Charges was
altered from the original. Itis a subject of curious speculation, whether
Dermott did not derive his Charges from those published by Anderson in
1738. The alterations made by Anderson in that year were never re-
peated in subsequent editions.

+ DerMoTT adds, “ as a true Noachida,” and he subsequently interpolates
that Masons “ all agree in the three great articles of Noah,” which is incorrect
since the PRECEPTS OF NoAH were seven.
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that religion in which all men agree, leaving their particulas
opinions to themselves ; that is, 1o be good men and true, or
men of honour and honesty, by whatever denominations o1
persuasions they may be distinguished ; whereby Masonry
becomes the centre of union, and the means of conciliating
true friendship among persons that must have remained at a
perpetual distance.

II. OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE, SUPREME AND SUBORDINATE.

A Mason is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wher-
ever he resides or works, and is never to be concerned in
plots and conspiracies against the pea'ce and welfare of the
nation, nor to behave himself undutifully to inferior magis-
trates ; for as Masonry hath been always injured by war,
bloodshed and confusion, so ancient kings and princes have
been much disposed to encourage the craftsmen, because of
their peaceableness and loyalty, whereby they practically
answered the cavils of their adversaries, and promoted the
honor of the Fraternity, who ever flourished in times of
peace. So that if a Brother should be a rebel against the
state, he is not to be countenanced in his rebellion, however
he may be pitied as an unhappy man; and, if convicted of
no other crime, though the loyal brotherhood must and
ought to disown his rebellion, and give no umbrage or
ground of political jealousy to the government for the time
being ; they cannot expel him from the Lodge, and his rela-
tion to it remains indefeasible.

IT. OF LODGES.

A Lodge is a place where Masons assemble and work,
hence that assembly, or duly organized society of Masons, is
called a Lodge, and every Brother ougat to belong to one
and to be subject to its by-laws and the General Regulations
It is either particular or general, and will be best understood
by attending it, and by the regulations of the General or
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Grand Lodge hereunto annexed. In ancient times,no Master
or Fellow could be absent from it, especially when warned
to appear at it, without incurring a severe censure, until it
appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity
hindered him. _

The persons admitted members of a Lodge must be good -
and true men, free born, and of mature and discreet age, no
bondmen, no women, no immoral or scandalous men, but of
good report.*

IV. OF MASTERS, WARDENS, FELLOWS AND APPRENTICES."'

All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth
and personal merit only; that so the lords may be well
served, the brethren not put to shame, nor the royal craft
despised ; therefore no Master or Warden is chosen by seni-
ority, but for his merit. It is impossible to describe these
things in writing, and every Brother must attend in his place.
and learn them in a way peculiar to this Fraternity : only
candidates may know that no Master should take an Appren-
tice unless he has sufficient imployment for him, and unless
he be a perfect youth, having no maim or defect in his body,
that may render him uncapable of learning the art, of serving
his Master’s lord, and of being made a Brother, and then a
Fellow Craft in due time, even after he has served such a
term of years as the custom of the country directs ; and that
he should be descended of honest parents; that so, when
otherwise qualified, he may arrive to the honour of being the

* Dermorr alters this clause respecting the qualifications, &c., so as to read
thus: ¢ The men made Masons must be free born (or no bondmen), of ma-
ture age, and of good report ; hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered
at the time of their making ; but no woman, no eunuch.”

+ DermoTT makes very considerable and important alterations in this
Charge, as, for instance, he brings the Master Masons forward as constituting
the great body of the craft ; whereas, it will be perceived that Entered Ap
prentices and Fellow Crafts are alone spoken of in that capacity in the authen
tic Charges. But Anderson made the same change in his edition of 1738.

3*
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Warden, and then the Master of the Lodge, the Grand War-
den, and at length the Grand Master of all the Lodges, accord-
* ing to his merit.

No Brother can be a Warden until he has passed the part
of a Fellow Craft;* nor a Master, until he has acted as a
‘Warden, nor Grard Warden until he has been Master of a
Lodge, nor Grand Master, unless he has been a Fellow Craft}
before his election, who is also to be nobly born, or a gentle-
man of the best fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some
curious architect or other artist, descended of honest parents,
and who is of singular great merit in the opinion of the
Lodges. And for the bettue and easier, and more honourable
discharge of his office, the Grand Master has a power to
chuse his own Deputy Grand Master, who must be then, or
must have been formerly, the Master of a particular Lodge,
and has the privilege of acting whatever the Grand Master,
his principal, should act, unless the said principal be present,
or interpose his authority by a letter.

These rulers and governors, supreme and subordinate, of
the ancient Lodge, are to be obeyed in their respective
stations by all the brethren, according to the Old Charges and
Regulations, with all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity.

V. OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CRAFT IN WORKING.

All Masons shall work honestly on working days, that they
may live creditably on noly days; and the time appointed

* DeErMOTT says: “ The Wardens are chosen from among the Master
Masons.”

t Denmorr says that “ none can act as Grand Master who has not acted
as the Master of a particular Lodge.” This, it is frue, i3 the modern
usage ; but the Old Charges make no such requisition, as it was always
competent for the Grand Master to be chosen from the body of the craft
This is an instance in which in this conntry the authority of Dermott has
exercised an influence paramount to that of the original constitutions. A
large number of the Lodges in America derived their warrants from the
Athol Grand Lodge. There is no such provision in the modern constitution
of the Grand Lodge of England.
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by the law of the land, or confirmed by custom, shall be
observed.

The most expert of the Fellow Craftsmen shall be chosen
or appointed the Master or overseer of the lord’s work:¥
who is to be called Master by those that work under him.
The craftsmen are to avoid all ill language, and to call each
other by no disobliging name, but Brother or Fellow; and
10 behave themselves courteously within and without the
Lodge.

The Master, knowing himself to be able of cunning, shall
undertake the lord’s work as reasonably as possible, and
truly dispend his goods as if they were his own; nor to give
more wages to any Brother or Apprentice than he really may
deserve.

Both the Master and the Mason receiving their wages
justly, shall be faithful to the lord, and honestly finish their
work, whether task or journey; nor put the work to task that
hath beeu acccustomed to journey.

None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a Brother,
nor supplant him, or put him out of his work, if he be
capable to finish the same; for no man can finish another’s
work 8o much to the lord’s profit, unless he be thoroughly
acquainted with the designs and draughts of him that
began it.

‘When a Fellow Craftsman is chosen Warden of the work
under the Master, he shall be true both to Master and Fel-
lows; shall carefully oversee the work in the Master’s
absence to the lord’s profit; and his brethren shall obey
him.

All Masons employed shall meekly receive their wages
vithout murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the Master till
the work is finished.

* DerMOTT says: “A Master Mason only must be the surveyor or
Master of the work.” Here again the alteration of Dermott has, in modern
usage, superseded the original regulation. Fellew Crafts are not now eligible
to office.
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A younger Brother shall be instructed in working, to pre-
vent spoiling the materials for want of judgment, and for in-
creasing and continuing of brotherly love.

All the tools used in working shall be approved by the
Grand Lodge.

No labourer shall be employed in the proper work of Ma-
sonry ; nor shall Free Masons work with those that are not
free, without an urgent necessity ; nor shall they teach la-
bourers and unaccepted Masons, as they should teach a
Brother or Fellow.

V1. OF BEHAVIOUR, VIZ:
1. In the Lodge while Constituted.

You are not to hold private committees, or separate con-
versation, without leave from the Master, nor to talk of any
thing impertinent or unseemly, nor interrupt the Master or
‘Wardens, or any Brother speaking to the Master ; nor be-
have yourself ludicrously or jestingly while the Lodge is
engaged in what is serious and solemn; nor use any unbe-
coming language upon any pretence whatsoever ; but to pay
due reverence to your Master, Wardens and Fellows, and
put them to worship.

If any complaint be brought, the Brother found guilty
sghall stand to the award and determination of the Lodge,
who are the proper and competent judges of all such contro-
versies, (unless you carry it by appeal to the Grand Lodge,)
and to whom they ought to be referred, unless a lord’s work
be hindered the meanwhile, in which case a particular refer-
ence may be made ; but you must never go to law about
what concerneth Masonry, without an absolute necessity ap-
parent to the Lodge.

2. Behaviour after the Lodge is over and the Brethren not gone.

You may enjoy yourself with innorent mirth, treating one
another according to ability, but avoiding all excess, or foro




THE WRITTEN LAW. 61

fng any Brother to eat or drink beyond his inclination, or
hindering him from going when his occasiors call him, or
doing or saying any thing offensive, or that may forbid an
easy and free conversation ; for that would blast our har-
mony and defeat our laudable purposes. Therefore no
private piques or quarrels must be brought within the door
of the Lodge, far less any quarrels about religion, or nations,
or state policy, we being only, as Masons, of the Catholick
religion above-mentioned ; we are also of all nations, tongues.
kindreds, and languages, and are resolved against all poli-
ticks, as what never yet conduced to the welfare of the
Lodge, nor ever will. This Charge has been always strictly
enjoined and observed; but especially ever since the Refor-
mation in Britain, or the dissent and secession of these
nations from the communion of Rome.

3. Behaviour when Brethren meet without Strangers, but not i a
Lodge formed.

You are to salute one another in a courteous manner, as
you will be instructed, calling each other Brother, freely giv-
ing mutual instruction as shall be thought expedient, without
being overseen or overheard, and without encroaching upon
each other, or derogating from that respect which is due to
any Brother, were he not a Mason ; for though all Masons
are as brethren upon the same level, yet Masonry takes no
honour from a man that he had before ; nay, rather it adds
to his honour, especially if he has deserved well of the
Brotherhood, who must give honour to whom it is due, and
avoid ill manners.

4. Behaviour in Fresence of Strangers not Masons.

fou shall be cautious in your words and carriage, that the
most penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover or
find out what is not proper to be intimated; and sometimes
you shall divert a discourse and manage it prudently for the
honour of the worshipful Fraternity.
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5. Behaviour ot Home, and in your Neighbourhooa.

You are to act as becomes a moral and wise man ; particu.
larly not to let your family, friends and neighbours know the
concerns of the Lodge, &c., but wisely to consult your own
honour and that of the ancient Brotherhood, for reasons not
to be mentioned here. You must also consult your health,
by not continuing together too late, or too long from home,
after Lodge hours are past; and by avoiding of gluttony or
drunkenness, that your families be not neglected or injured,
nor you disabled from working.

6. Behaviour towards a Strange Brother.

You are cautiously to examine him, in such a method as
prudence shall direct you, that you may not be imposed upon
by an ignorant false pretender, whom you are to reject with
contempt and derision, and beware of giving him any hints
of knowledge.

But if you discover him to be a true and genuine Brother,
you are to respect him accordingly ; and if he is in want,
you must relieve him if you can, or else direct him how
he may be relieved. You must employ him some days, or’
else recommend him to be employed. But you are not
charged to do beyond your ability, only to prefer a poor
Brother that is a good man and true, before any other poor
people in the same circumstances.

Finally, all these Charges you are to observe, and also
those that shall be communicated to you in another way ;
cultivating brotherly love, the foundation and cape-stone, the
cement and glory of this ancient Fraternity; avoiding all
wrangling and quarreling, all slander and backbiting, nor
permitting others to slander any honest Brother, but defend-
ing his character, and doing him all good offices, as far as is
consistent with your honour and safety, and no farther.
And if any of them do you injury, you must apply to your
own ot his Lodge, and from thence you may appeal to the
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tirand Lodge at the Quarterly Communication, and from
thence to the Annual Grand Lodge, as has been the ancient
laudable conduct of our forefathers in every nation; never
taking a legal course but when the case cannot be otherwise
decided, and patiently listening to the honest and friendly
advice of Master and Fellows, when they would prevent
you going to law with strangers, or would excite you to put
a speedy period to all lawsuits, that so you may mind the
affair of Masonry with the more alacrity and success; but
with respect to Brothers or Fellows at law, the Master and
Brethren should kindly offer their mediation, which ought
to be thankfully submitted to by the contending brethren;
and if that submission is impracticable, they must, however,
carry on their process or lawsuit without wrath and rancor,
(not in the common way) saying or doing nothing which
may hinder brotherly love, and good offices to be renewed
and continued; that all may see the benign influence of Ma-
sonry, as all true Masons have done from the beginning of
the world, and will do to the end of time.

X.~—THE GENERAL REGULATIONS OF 1%21.

The most complete history that could be given
of these General Regulations, is to be found in the
title which precedes them in the first edition of
Anderson’s Constitutions, and which is contained
in these words :

GENERAL REcuLATIONS, first compiled by Mr. George Payne,
anno 1720, when he was Grand Master, and approved by the
Grand Lodge on St. John Baptist’s day, anno 1721, at Station-
er’s Hall, London, when the Most Noble Prince John, Duke
of Montagu, was unanimously chosen our Grand Master for
the year ensuing; who chose John Beal, .., his Deputy
Grand Master ; and Mr. Josiah Villeneau and Mr. Thomag
Morris, Jun.,, were chosen by the Lodge Grand Wardens
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And now, by the command of our said Right Worshipful
Grand Master Montagu, the author of this book has com
pared them with, and reduced them to the ancient records
and immemorial usages of the Fraternity, and digested them
into this new method, with several proper explications, for
the use of the Lodges in and about London and West-
minster.

In subsequent editions of the Book of Consti-
tutions, these Regulations were altered or amended
in various points; but the original thirty-nine, as
published in the first edition, are all that are now
considered as entitled to any authority as part of
the universal Written Law of Masonry. Until
lately, however, it was difficult to obtain access to
the first edition of the Book of Constitutions, pre-
pared for and by order of the Grand Lodge, by the
Rev. James Anderson, which had been long out of
print, and therefore rare, and consequently many
erroncous deductions were made, and false prin-
ciples laid down in Masonie law, from the fact that
the references were made to the new Regulations
contained in the subsequent editions. Another fer-
tile source of error was, that Laurence Dermott,in
his “Ahiman Rezon, or Help to a Brother,” published
these “ Old Reguiations,” and that in a mutilated
form, with a corresponding column of the “New
Regulations,” which are, of course, without author-
ity, and which, nevertheless, have been sometimes
ignorantly quoted as Masonic law. I shall, asin
the instance of the * Charges,” occasionally eall at.
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tention to these alterations and amendments of the
Old Regulations, just as the chartmakers lay
down *he location of the rocks and breakers which
the ship is to avoid.*

I. The Grand Master or his Deputy hath authority and
right, not only to be present in any true Lodge, but also to
preside wherever he is, with the Master of the Lodge on his
left hand, and to order his Grand Wardens to attend him,
who are not to act in any particular Lodges as Wardens, but
in his presence, and at his command ; because there the
Grand Master may command the Wardens of that Lodge, or
any other brethren he pleaseth, to attend and act as his
Wardens pro tempore.t

II. The Master of a particular Lodge has the right and
authority of congregating the members of his Lodge into a
Chapter at pleasure, upon any emergency or occurrence, as
well as to appoint the time and place of their usual forming ;
and in case of sickness, death, or necessary absence of the
Master, the Senior Warden shall act as Master pro fempore,

* The new Regulations, some of which were adopted as early as 1723, were
wanting in this ingredient, that they were not adopted according to the pro-
visions of the 39th Regulation of 1721, viz : That they should be offered at
the Grand Feast to the consideration of all the brethren, even the youngest
Apprentice. Seeing this difficulty, the Grand Lodge, in 1723, adopted a
new Regulation, declaring that “ any Grand Lodge duly met has a power to
amend or explain any of the printed Regulations in the Book of Constitutions,
while they break not in upon the ancient rules of the Fraternity.” But T
doubt the constitutionality of any alteration, except at an Annual Commu-
nication, which has now taken the place of and represents the Grand Feast,
At all events, this has been the modern usage, and accordingly, many of these
xeneral Regulations have been altered or amended by successive Grand
Lodges.

t That is, says the new Regulation, only when the Grand Wardens are
absent ; for the Grand Master cannot deprive them of their office without
showing cause. Such, by universal consent, has been the subsequent inter
pretation of this Regulation.
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if no Brother is present who has been Master of that Lodge
before ; for in that case the absent Master’s authority re-
verts to the last Master then present; though he cannot act
until the said Sentor Warden has once congregated the Lodge,
or in his absence the Junior Warden.*

III. The Master of each particular Lodge, or one of the
Wardens, or some other Brother by his order, shall keep a
book containing their by-laws, the names of their members,
with a list of all the Lodges in town, and the usual times
and places of their forming, and all their transactions that
are proper to be written.

IV. No Lodge shall make more than five new brethren at
one time, nor any man under the age of twenty-five, who
must be also his own master, unless by a dispensation from
the Grand Master or his Deputy.

V. No man can be made or admitted a member of a par-
ticular Lodge without previous notice one month before
given to the said Lodge, in order to make due enquiry into
the reputation and capacity of the candidate, unless by the
dispensation aforesaid.

VI. But no man can be entered a Brother in any particu-
lar Lodge, or admitted to be a member thereof, without the
unanimous consent of all the members of that Lodget then
present when the candidate is proposed, and their consent
is formally asked by the Master; and they are to signify
their consent or dissent in their own prudent way, either
virtually or in form, but with unanimity ; nor is this inherent
privilege subject to a dispensation ; because the members

- * There is a palpable contradiction in the terms of this Regulation, which
caused a new Regulation to be adopted in 1723, which declares that the au-
thority of the Master shall, in such cases, devolve on the Senior Warden, and
such is now the gencral sense of the Fraternity.

+ A subsequent Regulation allowed the Lodges to admit a member, if not
ibove three ballots were against him. But in this country this has never
been considered as good law,and the rule of unanimity has been very strictly
enforced.
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of a particular Lodge are the best judges of it ; and if a frac.
tious member should be imposed on them, it might spoil
their harmony, or hinder their freedom ; or even break and
disperse the Lodge, which ought to be avoided by all good
and true brethren.

VII. Every new Brother at his making is decently to
clothe the Lodge, that is, all the brethren present, and to
deposit something for the relief of indigent and decayed
brethren, as the candidate shall think fit to bestow, over and
above the small allowance stated by the by-laws of that par-
ticular Lodge ; which charity shall be lodged with the Mas-
ter or Wardens, or the cashier, if the members think fit to
choose one.

And the candidate shall also solemnly promise to submit
to the Constitutions, the Charges and Regulations, and to
such other good usages as shall be intimated to them in time
and place convenient.

VIHI. No set or number of brethren shall withdraw or
separate themselves from the Lodge in which they were
made brethren, or were afterwards admitted members, un-
less the Lodge becomes too numerous ; nor even then, with-
out a dispensation from the Grand Master or his Deputy;
and when they are thus separated, they must either imme-
diately join themselves to such other Lodge as they shall
like best, with the unanimous consent of that other Lodge to
which they go (as above regulated,) or else they must obtain
the Grand Master’s warrant to join in forming a new Lodge.
?‘ any set or number of Masons shall take upon themselves
to form a Lodge without the Grand Master’s warrant, the
regular Lodges are not to countenance them, nor own them
as fair brethren and duly formed, nor approve of their acts
and deeds ; but must treat them as rebels, until they humble
themselves, as the Grand Master shall in his prudence direct,
and until he approve of them by his warrant, which must be
signified to the other Lodges, as the custom is when a new
Lodge is to be registered in the list of Lodges.
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IX. But if any Brother so far misbehave himself as to
render his Lodge uneasy, he shall be twice duly admonished
by the Master or Wardens in a formed Lodge ; and if he will
not refrain his imprudence, and obediently submit to the
advice of the brethren, and reform what gives them offence,
he shall be dealt with according to the by-laws of that par-
ticular Lodge, or else in such a manner as the Quarterly Com-
munication shall in their great prudence think fit; for which
a new Regulation may be afterwards made.

X. The majority of every particular Lodge, when congre-
gated, shall have the privilege of giving instructions to their
Master and Wardens, before the assembling of the Grand
Chapter or Lodge, at the three Quarterly Communications
hereafter mentioned, and of the Annual Grand Lodge too;
because their Master and Wardens are their representatives,
and are supposed to speak their mind.

XI. All particular Lodges are to observe the same usages
as much as possible ; in order to which, and for cultivating
a good understanding among Freemasons, some members out
of every Lodge shall be deputed to visit the other Lodges as
often as shall be thought convenient.

XII. The Grand Lodge consists of, and is formed by the
Masters and Wardens of all the regular particular Lodges
upon record, with the Grand Master at their head, and his
Deputy on lis left hand, and the Grand Wardens in their
proper places; and must have a Quarterly Communication
about Michaelmas, Christmas and Lady-day, in some conven-
ient place, as the Grand Master shall appoint, where no
Brother shall be present who is not at that time a member
thereof without a dispensation; and while he stays, he shall
not be allowed to vote, nor even give his opinion, without
leave of the Grand Lodge asked and given, or unless it be
duly asked by the said Lodge.

All matters are to be determined in the Grand Lodge by a
majority of votes, each member having one vote, and the
Grand Master having two votes, unless the said Lodge leava
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any particular thing to the determination of the Grand Mas-
ter for the sake of expedition.

XIIIL. At the said Quarterly Communication, all matters that
concern the Fraternity in general, or particular Lodges, or
single brethren, are quietly, sedately and maturely to be dis-
coursed of and transacted ; Apprentices must be admitted
Masters and Fellow Crafts only here,* unless by a dispensa-
tion, Here also all differences, that cannot be made up and
accommodated privately, nor by a particular Lodge, are to
be seriously considered and decided ; and if any Brother
thinks himself aggrieved by the decision of this Board, he
may appeal to the Annual Grand Lodge next ensuing, and
leave his appeal in writing with the Grand Master, or his
Deputy, or the Grand Wardens. Iere also the Master or
the Wardens of each particular Lodge shall bring and pro-
duce a list of such members as have been made, or even
admitted in their particular Lodges since the last Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge ; and there shall be a book kept
by the Grand Master, or his Deputy, or rather by some
Brother whom the Grand Lodge shall appoint for Sccretary,
wherein shall be recorded all the Lodges, with their usual
times and places of forming, and the names of all the mem-
bers of each Lodge; and all the affairs of the Grand Lodge
that are proper to be written.

They shall also consider of the most prudent and effectual
methods of collecting and disposing of what money shall be
given to, or lodged with them in charity, towards the relief
only of any true Brother fallen into poverty or decay, but of
none else ; but every particular Lodge shall dispose of their
own charity for poor brethren, according to their own by-

* This is an important Regulation, the subsequent alteration of which, by
universal consent, renders many of the Old Regulations inapplicable to the
present condition of Masonry. For whereas formerly Entered Apprentices
constituted the general body of the Craft, now it is composed altogether of
Master Masons ; hence many Regulations, formerly applicable to A pprentices.
can now only be interpreted as referring 10 Master Masons.
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laws, until it be agreed by all the Lodges (i1 a new regula
tion) to carry in the charity collected by them to the Grand
Lodge, at the Quarterly or Annual Communication, in order to
make a common stock of it, for the more handsome relief of
poor brethren.

They shall also appoint a Treasurer, a Brother of good
worldly substance, who shall be a member of the Grand
Lodge by virtue of his office, and shall be always present,
and have power to move to the Grand Lodge any thing,
especially what concerns his office. To him shall be com-
mitted all money raised for charity, or for any other use of
the Grand Lodge, which he shall write down iu a book, with
the respective ends and uses for which the several sums are
intended ; and shall expend or disburse the same by such a
certain order signed, as the Grand Lodge shall afterwards
agree to in a new Regulation; but he shall not vnte in choos-
ing a Grand Master or Wardens, though in every other trans-
action. Asin like manner the Secretary shall be a member
of the Grand Lodge by virtue of his office, and vo*e in every
thing except in choosing a Grand Master or Wardnns.

The Treasurer and Secretary shall have "each a -lerk, who
must be a Brother and Fellow-Craft,* but never must be a
member of the Grand Lodge, nor speak without beirg allowed
or desired.

The Grand Master or his Deputy shall always command
the Treasurer and Secretary, with their clerks and books, in
order to see how matters go on, and to know whet is expe-
dient to be done upon any emergent occasion.

Another Brother (who must be a Fellow-Craft),” should be
appointed to look after the door of the Grand Lodge; but
shall be no member of it. But these offices may be further ex-
plained by a new Regulation, when the necessity aad expedi-
eucy of them may more appear than at present to the fraternity.

* Of course, in consequence of the change made in the cbaracter of the
20dy of the Fraternity, alluded to in the last note, these officers st row be
Master Masons.
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XIV. If atany Grand Lodge, stated or occasional, yuartecly
or annual, the Grand Master and his Deputy shouid be both
absent, then the present Master of a Lodge, that has been
the longest a Freemason, shall take the chair, and preside as
Grand Master pro tempore ;* and shall be vested with all his
power and honor for the time ; provided there is no Brother
present that has been Grand Master formerly, or Deputy
Grand Master; for the last Grand Master present, or else
the last Deputy present, should always of right take place in
the absence of the present Grand Master and his Deputy.

XV. In the Grand Lodge none can act as Wardens but
the Grand Wardens themselves, if present; and if absent,
the Grand Master, or the person who presides in his place,
shall order private Wardens to act as Grand Wardens pro
tempore ;1 whose places are to be supplied by two Iellow-
Craft of the same Lodge, called forth to act, or sent thither
by the particular Master thereof ; or if by himn omitted, then
they shall be called by the Grand Master, that so the Grand
Lodge may be always complete.

XVI. The Grand Wardens, or any others, are first to ad-
vise with the Deputy about the affairs of the Lodge or of the
brethren, and not to apply to the Grand Master without tho
knowledge of the Deputy, unless he refuse his concurrence
in any certain necessary affair ; in which case, or in case of
any difference between the Deputy and the Grand Wardens,

¢ In the second edition of the Book of Constitutions, printed in 1738, at
page 162, this Regulation is thus explained : “In the first edition, the right
of the Grand Wardens was omitted in this Regulation ; and it has been since
found that the old Lodges never put into the chair the Master of a particu.
lar Lodge, but when there was no Grand Warden in company, present nor
former, and that in such a case a Grand officer always took place of any
Master of a Lodge that has not been a Grand officer.” This, it may be ob-
served, is the present usage.

+ “ It was always the ancient usage,” says ANDERSON, “ that the oldest
former Grand Wardens supplied the places of those of the year when ab
zent”— Const,, 2d edit., p. 162. Accordingly, the 15th Regulation never was
observed. ’
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or other brethren, both parties are to go by coneert to the
Grand Master, who can easily decide the controversy, and
make up the difference by virtue of his great authority.

The Grand Master should receive no intimation of business
concerning Masonry, but from his Deputy first, except in such
certain cases as his Worship can well judge of; for if the
application to the Grand Master be irregular, he can easily
order the Grand Wardens, or any other brethren thus apply-
ing, to wait upon his Deputy, who is to prepare the business
speedily, and to lay it orderly before his Worship.

XVIL. No Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand
‘Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary, or whoever acts for them, or
in their stead pro tempore, can at the same time be the Master
or Warden of a particular Lodge; but as soon as any of
them has honorably discharged his Grand office, he returns
to that post or station in his particular Lodge from which he
was called to officiate above.

XVIII. If the Deputy Grand Master be sick, or necessarily
absent, the Grand Master may choose any Fellow-Craft he
pleases to be his Deputy pro tempore; but he that is chosen
Deputy at the Grand Lodge, and the Grand Wardens too,
cannot be discharged without the cause fairly appear to the
majority of the Grand Lodge; and the Grand Master, if he
is uneasy, may call a Grand Lodge on purpose to lay the
cause before them, and to have their advice and concurrence ;
in which case the majority of the Grand Lodge, if they can-
not reconcile the Master and his Deputy or his Wardens, are
to concur in allowing the Master to discharge his said Deputy
or his said Wardens, and to choose another Deputy immedi-
ately ; and the said Grand Lodge shall choose other Wardens
in that case, that harmony and peace may be preserved.

XIX. If the Grand Master should abuse his power, and
render himself unworthy of the obedience and subjection of
the Lodges, he shall be treated in a way and manner to be
agreed upon in a rew Regulation; because hitherfo the
ancient Fraternity have had no occasion for it, their forme:
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Grand Masters having all behaved themselves worthy of that
honourable office.

XX. The Grand Master, with his Depaty and Wardens,
shall (at least once) go round and visit all the Lodges ahout
town during his Mastership.

XXI. If the Grand Master die during his Mastership ; o~ by
sickness, or by being beyond sea, or any other way sheald
be rendered uncapable of discharging his office, the Deputy,
or in his absence the Senior Grand Warden, or in his absence
the Junior, or in his absence any three present Masters of
Lodges, shall join to congregate the Grand Lodge immedi-
ately, to advise together upon that emergency, and to send
two of their number to invite the last G-and Master,* to re-
sume his office, which now in course reverts to him; or if he
refuse, then the next last, and so backward ; but if no former
Grand Master can be found, then the Deputy shall act as
principal, until another is chosen ; or if there be no Deputy,
then the oldest Master.

XXII. The bretbren of all the Lodges in and about London
and Westminster shall meet at an Annual Confmunication
and Feast,t in some convenient place, on St. John Baptist’s
day, or else on St. John Evangelist’s day,as the Grand Lodge
shall think fit by a new Regulation, having of late years met
on St. John Baptist’s day; provided : The majority of Mas-
ters and Wardens, with the Grand Master, his Deputy and
Wardens, agree at their Quarterly Communication,j three
waonths before, that there shall be a feast, and a General

* The modern usage is for the highest present Grand officer to assume
the vacant post.

t Very few Grand Lodges now observe this Regulation. The feast of St
John is celebrated everywhere by the private Lodges ; but the Annual Com-
munications of Grand Lodges generally occur at a different period of the
year.

1 Quarterly Communications are still held by the Grand Lodge of England,
and a few Grand Lodges in this country ; but the Regulation is becoming
generally obsolete, simply because it has been found impracticable.

4
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Communication of all the brethren : for if either the Grand
Master, or the majority of the part.cular Masters are against
it, it must be dropt for that time.

But whether there shall be a feast for all the brethren or
not, yet the Grand Lodge must reet in some convenient
place annually, on St. John’s day ; or if it be Sunday, then
.on the next day, in order to choose every year a new Grand
Master, Deputy and Wardens.

XXIIIL. If it be thought expedient, and the Grand Master,
with the majority of the Masters and Wardens, agree to hold
a grand feast, according to the ancient laudable custom of
Masons, then the Grand Wardens shall have the care of pre-
paring the tickets, sealed with the Grand Master’s seal, of
disposing of the tickets, of receiving the money for the
tickets, of buying the materials of the feast, of finding out a
proper and convenient place to feast in ; and of every other
thing that concerns the entertainment.

But that the work may not be too burthensome to the two
Grand Wardens, and that all matters may be expeditiously
and safely managed, the Grand Master or his Deputy shall
have power to nominate and appoint a certain number of
Stewards, as his Worship shall think fit, to act in concert
with the two Grand Wardens ; all things relating to the feast
being decided amongst them by a majority of voices ; except
the Grand Master or his Deputy interpose by a particular
direction or appointment.

XXIV. The Wardens and Stewards shall, in due time, wait
upon the Grand Master or his Deputy for directions and
orders about the premises; but if his Worship and his
. Deputy are sick, or necessarily absert, they shall call to-
gother the Masters and Wardens of Lodges to meet on
purpose for their advice and orders, or else they may
take the matter wholly upon themselves, and do the best
they can.

The Grand Wardens and the Stewards are to account for
all the money they receive or expend, to the Grand Lodge,
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after dinner, or when the Grand Lodge shall think fit to re.
ceive their accounts.

If the Grand Master pleases, he.may in due time summon
all the Masters and Wardens of Lodges to consult with them
about ordering the grand feast, and about any emergency or
accidental thing relating thereunto, that may require advice ;
or else to take it upon himself altogether. _

XXYV. The Masters of Lodges shall each appoint one ex-
perienced and discreet Fellow-Craft of his Lodge, to compose
a committee, consisting of one from every Lodge, who shall
meet to receive,in a convenient apartment, every person
that brings a ticket, and shall have power to discourse him,
if they think fit, in order to admit him or debar him, as they
shall see cause; provided, they send no man away before
they have acquainted all the brethren within doors with the
reasons thereof, to avoid mistakes, that so no true Brother
may be debarred, nor a false Brother or mere pretender ad-
mitted. This committee must meet very early on St. John’s
Day at the place, even before any persons come with
tickets.

XXVI. The Grand Master shall appoint two or more trusty
brethren to be porters or doorkeepers, who are also to be:
early at the place for some good reasons, and who are to be
at the command of the committee.

XXVII. The Grand Wardens or the Stewards shall appoint
beforehand such a number of brethren to serve at table as
they think fit and proper for that work; and they may ad-
vise with the Masters and Wardens of Lodges about the
most proper persons, if they please, or may take in such by
their recommendation; for none are to serve that day but
Free and Accepted Masons, that the communication may be
free and harmonious.

XXVIIIL. All the members of the Grand Lodge must be at
the place long before dinner, with the Grand Master, or his
Deputy, at their head, who shall retire and form themselves
And this is done in order:




S
76 THE WRITTEN LAW.

1. To receive any appeals duly lodged, as above regu.
lated, that the appellant may be heard, and the affair may
be amicably decided before dinner, if possible; but if it
cannot, it must be delayed till after the new Grand Master
is elceted ; and if it cannot be decided after dinner, it may
be delayed, and referred to a particular committee, that
shall quistly adjust it, and make report to the next Quar-
terly Communication, that brotherly love may be pre-
served.

2. To prevent any difference or disgust which may be
feared to arise that day ; that no interruption may be given
to the harmony and pleasure of the grand feast.

3. To consult about whatever concerns the decency and
decorum of the Grand Assembly, and to prevent all inde-
cency and ill manners, the assembly being promiscuous.

4. To receive and consider of any good motion, or any
momentous and important affair, that shall be brought
from the particular Lodges, by their representatives, the
several Masters and Wardens.

XXIX. After these things are discussed,the Grand Master
and his Deputy, the Grand Wardens, or the Stewards, the
Secretary, the Treasurer, the Clerks, and every other person,
shall withdraw, and leave the Mastersand Wardens of the
particular Lodges alone, in order to consult amicably about
electing a new Grand Master, or continuing the present, if
they have not done it the day before ; and if they are unani-
wous for continuing the present Grand Master, his Worship
shall be called in, and humbly desired to do the Fraternity
the honor of ruling them for the year ensuing; and after
dinner it will be known whether he accepts of it or not; for
it should not be discovered but by the election itself.

XXX. Then the Masters and Wardens, and all the brethren,
may converse promiscuously, or as they please to sort to-
gether, uniil the dinner is coming in, when every Brother
takes his seat at table.

XXXI. Some time after dinner the Grand Lodge is formed
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not n retirement, but in the presence of all the brethren,
who yet are not members of it, and must not therefore speak
until they are desired and allowed.

XXXII. If the Grand Master of last year has consented
with the Master and Wardens in private, before dinner, to
continue for the year ensuing ; then one of the Grand Lodge,
deputed for that purpose, shall represent to all the brethren
his Worship’s good government, &e¢. And turning to him,
shall, in the name of the Grand Lodge, humbly request him
to do the Fraternity the great honour (if nobly born,) if not,
the great kindness of continuing to be their Grand Master
for the year ensuing. And his Worship declaring his con-
gent by a bow or a speech, as he pleases, the said deputed
member of the Grand Lodge shall proclaim him Grand Mas-
ter, and all the members of the Lodge shall salute him in due
form. And all the brethren shall for a few minutes have
leave to declare their satisfaction, pleasure and congratu-
lation.

XXXIII. But if either the Master and Wardens have not
in private, this day before dinner, nor the day before,
desired the last Grand Master to continue in the master-
ship another year; or if he, when desired, has not con-
sented : Then

The last Grand. Master shall nominate his successor for the
year ensuing, who, if unanimously approved by the Grand
Lodge, and if there present, shall be procleimed, saluted and
congratulated the new Grand Master, as above hinted, and
immediately installed by the last Grand Master, according to
usage.

XXXIV. But if that nomination is not unanimously ap-
proved, the new Grand Master shall be chosen immediately
by ballot, every Master and Warden writing his man’s name,
and the last Grand Master writing his man’s name too ; and
the man whose name the last Grand Master shall first iake
out, casually or by chance, shall be Grand Master for the
year ensuing ; and if present, he shall be proclaimed, saluted
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and congratulated, as above hinted, and forthwith installed
by the last Grand Master, according to usage.*

XXXYV. The last Grand Master thus continued, or the new
Grand Master thus installed, shall next nominate and appoint
his Deputy Grand Master, either the last.or a new one, who
shall be also declared, saluted and congratulated, as above
hinted.

The Grand Master shall also nominate the new Grand
Wardens, and if unanimously approved by the Grand Lodge,
shall be declared, saluted and congratulated,as above hinted ;
but if not, they shall be chosen by ballot, in the same way as
the Grand Master; as the Wardens of private Lodges are
also to be chosen by ballot in each Lodge, if the members
thereof do not agree to their Master’s nomination.

XXXVI But if the Brother, whom the present Grand
Master shall nominate for his successor, or whom the ma-
jority of the Grand Lodge shall happen to choose by ballot,
is, by sickness or other necessary occasion, absent from the
grand feast, he cannot be proclaimed the new Grand Master,
unless the old Grand Master, or some of the Masters and
Wardens of the Grand Lodge can vouch,upon the honour of a
Brother, that the said person, so nominated or chosen, will
readily accept of the said office ; in which case the old Grand
Master shall act as proxy, and shall nominate the Deputy and
Wardens in his name, and in his name also receive the usual
honours, homage and congratulation.

XXXVIIL Then the Grend Master shall allow any Brother,
Fellow-Craft, or Apprentice, to speak, directing his discourse
to his Worship ; or to make any motion for the good of the
Fraternity, which shall be either immediately considered and
finished, or else referred to the consideration of the Grand
Lodge at their next communication, stated or occasional.
When that is over,

* I kmow of no instance on record in which this custom of selecting by lot
a3 been followed. The regulation is now clearly everywhere obsolete.
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XXXV The Grand Master, or his Deputy, or some
Brother appointed by him, shall harangue all the brethren,
and give them good advice; and lastly, after some other
transactions, that cannot be written in any language, the
brethren may go away or stay longer, if they please.

XXXIX. Every Annual Grand Lodge has an inherent
power and authority to make new Regulations,* or to alter
these, for the real benefit of this ancient Fraternity: pro-
vided always that the old Landmarks be carefully preserved,
and that such alterations and new Regulations be proposed
and agreed to at the third Quarterly Communication preced-
ing the annual grand feast; and that they be offered also to
the perusal of all the brethren before dinner, in writing, even
of the youngest Apprentice ; the approbation and consent
of the majority of all the brethren present being absolutely
necessary to make the same binding and obligatory ; which
must, after dinner, and after the new Grand Master is in-
stalled, be solemnly desired ; as it was desired and obtained
for these Regulations, when proposed by the Grand Lodge,
to about 150 brethren, on St. John Baptist’s day, 1721.

The Constitutions, Charges and Regulations here
presented to the reader, and which were adopted at
various periods, from 926 to 1722, constitute the
Written Law of Masonry, and they were at one
time co-extensive in authority with the Landmarks
of the Order. From these, however, they differ in
this respect, that the Landmarks being unrepealable,
must ever continue in force ; but the Written Law,
having been adopted by the supreme legislative au-
thority of the Order at the time, may be altered,
amended, or altogether repcaled by the same su-

* See note on page 63.
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preme authority—a doetrine which is explicitly set
forth in the Thirty-ninth General Regulation.
Accordingly, portions of this Written Law have,
from time to time, been materially modified by dif-
ferent Grand Lodges, as will be evident upon in-
spection of these laws with the modern Constitutions
of any jurisdiction.

It may, however, be considered as an axiom of
Masonic law, that in every Masonie jurisdietion,
where any one of these Regulations has not been
formally or implicitly repealed by a subsequent en-
actment of a new law, the old Regulation will
continue in force, and the Craft must be governed
by its provisions.

So in all doubtful questions of Masonic law, re-
course must be had, in forming an opinion, first to
the Landmarks, and then to this code of Written
Laws ; and out of these two authorities, the legal
dictum is to be established, because all the prineiples
of law are embraced in these two authorities, the
Ancient Landmarks and the Ancient Written Law ;
and hence they have been necessarily incorporated
into this volume, as a fitting introduetion, under the
appropriate title of the FounpartioNs or MasoNia
Law.
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THE position of a candidate is a transition state from the
profane world to the Masonic institution. It is the first step
taken which is to place the recipient within the jurisdiction
of Masonic Law. It is proper, therefore, to commence a
treatise on that subject, with a’consideration of all that re-
lates to this peculiar condition, such as the qualifications of
candidates, and their method of application and admission,
or rejection. These topics will therefore be considered in
the present Book.




CHAPTER 1.

The Qualifications of Tandivates,

THE qualifications which are essential in those
who apply for initiation into the mysteries of Free-
masonry, are of two kinds, internal and external.®

The anternal qualifications of a candidate are those
which lie within his own bosom, and are not patent
to the world. They refer to his peculiar disposi-
tions towards the institution—his motives and de-
sign in seeking an entrance into it. Hence they
are known fto himself alone; and a knowledge of
them can only be acquired from his own solemn
declarations.

The external qualifications are those which refer
to his outward fitness for initiation, and are based
on his moral and religious character, the frame of
his body, the constitution of his mind, and his

* Tt is true that the ritual of the first degree says, that « it is the internal
and not the external qualifications which recommend a man to be made a
Mason,” but the context of the sentence shows that the external qualifica-
tions there referred to are “ worldly wealth and honors.” The ritual, there-
fore, has of course no allusion te the sort of external qualifications which are
here te be discussed.
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social position. A knowledge of these iIs to be
acquired from a careful examination by a committee
appointed for that purpose.

Each of these divisions requires a separate eon-
sideration.

. SECTION 1.

THE INTERNAL QUALIFICATIONS.

The first of these internal qualifications is, that
every eandidate for initiation into the mysteries of
Freemasonry must come of his own free will and
accord.®* 'This is a peculiar feature of the Masonie
institution that must commend it to the respect of
every generous mind. In other associations, it is
considered meritorious in a member to exert his
influence in obtaining applications for admission,
but it is wholly uneongenial with the spirit of our
Order to persuade any one to become a Mason.
‘Whosoever seeks a knowledge of our mystie rites,
must first be prepared for the ordeal in his heart:
he must not only be endowed with the necessary
moral qualifications which would fit him for admis-
sion into a society which is founded on the purest

* PrESTON, (Ilust. p. 32, note, OL. ed.) lays down the following as ¢ the
Declaration to be assented to by every candidate previous to initiation, and
to be subscribed by his name at full length,” and this form of declaration, it
may be added, has been almost verbally adhered to by all subsequent
anthorities *

“1, [A. B.,] being free by birth, and of the full age of twenty-one years.
do declare, that, unbiased by the improper solicitation of friends, and unin-
fluenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, I frecly and voluniarily
qfer myself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry,” &e.
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principles of virtue and religion, but he must come,
too, uninfluenced by the persuasions of friends.
This is a settled usage of the Order, and. therefore
nothing can be more painful to a true Masr.n than
to see this usage violated by young and needless
brethren. It cannot be denied that this usage is
sometimes violated ; and this habit of vmlatlon is
one of those unhappy influences often almost in
sensibly exerted upon Masonry by the existence of
the many imitative societies to which the present
age, like those which preceded it, has given birth,
and which resemble Masonry in nothing, except in
having some sort of a secret ceremony of initiation.
And hence there are some men who, coming among
us, imbued with the principles and accustomed to
the usages of these modern societies,* in which the
persevering solicitation of candidates is considered
as a legitimate and even laudable practice, bring
with them these preconceived notions, and consider
it as their duty to exert all their influence in per-
suading their friends to become members of the
Craft. Men who thus misconceive the true policy

* The evil influences exerted by these societies on our institution have
frequently attracted attention. The Grand Inspectors for the city of Balti-
more, in the Grand Lodge of Maryland, make on this subject the following
remarks : “Many are crowding into our institution from other secret so-
cieties, having their prejudices and peculiar ideas and notions, with a disposi-
tion to make Masonry conform to what they have been taught elsewhere ;
and finding places of power and honor easy of access, are hardly sensible
of the burdens imposed upca Entered Apprentices, or conscious of what ma~
terial is necessary for the building, before they are superintending, as Mas
ters, its construction, and sometimes seem indignant that they should be told
they are spoiling the temple.”— Proceedings G. L. of Md., 1851, p. 35.
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of our institution, should be instructed Ly thewr
older and more experienced brethren that it is
wholly in opposition to all our laws and prineiples
to ask any one to become a Mason, or to exercise
any kind of influence upon the minds of others,
except that of a truly Masonic life and a practical
exemplification of the tenets by which they may be
induced to ask admission into our Lodges. We
must not seek—we are to be sought.

And if this were not an ancient law, imbedded in
the very cement that upholds our system, policy
alone would dictate an adherence to the voluntary
usage. We need not now fear that our institution
will suffer from a deficiency of members. Our
greater dread should be that, in its rapid extension,
less care may be given to the selection of candi-
dates than the interests and welfare of the Order
demand. There can, therefore, be no excuse for
the practice of persuading candidates, but every
hope of safety in avoiding such a practice. It
should always be borne in mind that the candidate
who comes to our altar, not of his own “free will
and accord,”* but induced by the persuasion of his
friends, no matter how worthy he may otherwise
be, violates, by so coming, the requirements of the
institution on the very threshold of its temple, and,
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, fails to be-
come imbued with that zealous attachment to the

* The oldest rituals which I have been enabled to censult, preserve this ot
a similar form of words. The voluntary principle has always prevailed and
been recognized in every conntry.
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Order which is absolutely essential to the formation
of a true Masonic character.

The next internal qualification of a candidate is
that, in making his application, he must be uninflu-
enced by mercenary motives.* If the introduction
of candidates under the influence of undue solicita-
tion is attended with an injurious effect upon the
institution, how much more fatal must be the results
when the influence exerted is of a mean and ignoble
kind, and when the applicant is urged onwards only
by the degrading hopes of pecuniary interest or
personal aggrandizement. The whole spirit of the
Order revolts at the very idea of such a prostitution
of its noble purposes, and turns with loathing from
the aspirant who seeks its mysteries, impelled, not
by the love of truth and the desire of knowledge,
but by the paltry inducements of sordid gain.

“There was a time,” says an eloquent and discern-
ing Brother,t “ when few except the good and true
either sought for or gained admission into Masonie
Lodges, for it was thought that such alone could
find their affinities there. Masons were then com-
paratively few, and were generally known and dis-
tinguished for those qualifications which the teach-
ings of the Order require on the part of all who
apply for admission. They were not of those who
would make merchandise of its benefits, by prosti-

* This qualification is included in the Declaration from PRESTON, already
quoted on a preceding page.

i Brother W. H. HowarDp, Past Grand Master of California. See his
Address in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of California, 1857, p. 12.
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tuting them to the purposes of irdividual emoln
ment. They were not of those who would seek
through Masonic appliances to re-invigorate a de-
caying reputation, and gain a prominency within
the Lodge that was unattainable without- it; or
worse still, to use its influences to gain promineney
elsewhere.”

But that which was unknown in the times when
Masonry was struggling for its existence, and when
prejudice and bigotry barely tolerated its presence,
has now become a “crying evil’——when Masonry,
having outlived its slanderers, and wrought out its
own reputation, is to be classed among the most
popular institutions of the day. And hence it be-
comes incumbent on every Mason closely to inquire
whether any applicant for initiation is invited to his
pursuit by a love of fruth, a favorable opinion
which he has conceived of the institution, and a
desire, through its instrumentality, of benefiting
his fellow creatures, or whether he comes to our
doors under the degrading influences of mercenary
motives.

The presence of these internal qualifications is to
be discovered, as I have already said, from the
statements of the candidate himself; and hence by
an ancient usage of the Order, which should never
be omitted, a declaration to the necessary effect is
required to be made by the candidate in the presence
of the Stewards of the Lodge, or a committee ap-
pointed for that purpose, in an adjoining apartment,
previous to his initiation. The oldest form of this
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declaration used in this country is that contained in
Webb’s Monitor,* and is in these words:

“ Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these
gentlamen, that, unbiassed by friends and uninfluenced by
mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily offer yourself
a candidate for the mysterits of Masonry?

“ Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these
gentlemen, that you are prompted to solicit the privileges
of Masonry by a favorable opinion conceived of the insti-
tution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being
serviceable to your fellow creatures ?

“ Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these
gentlemen, that you will cheerfully conform to all the ancient
established usages and customs of the Fraternity ?”

Some Grand Lodges have slightly added to the
number of these questions, but the three above cited
appear to be all that ancient usage warrants or the
necessities of the case require.

SECTION II.

THE EXTERNAL QUALIFICATIONS.

We have already said that the external qualifica-
tions of every candidate are based upon his moral
and religious character, the frame of his body, the
constitution of his mind, and his social position.
These qualifications are therefére of a fourfold
nature, and must be considered under the aistinet
heads of Moral, Physical, Intellectual and Political.

* Fdition of 1808, p. 32. The Declaration previously }nbtished by EFres
rox differs very slightly from this,
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Moral Qualifications.

All the old Constitutions, from those of York in
926, to the Charges approved in 1722, refer, in
- pointed terms, to the moral qualifieations which
should distinguish a Mason, and, of consequence, a
candidate who desires to be admitted into the Fra-
ternity.* The Charges of 1722 commence with
the emphatie declaration that “a Mason is obliged
by his tenure to obey the moral law ; and if he
rightly understands the art, he will never be a
stupid atheist nor an irreligious libertine.”t Obe-
dience, therefore, to a particular practical law of
morality and belief in certain religious dogmas,
seem to eonstitute the moral qualifications of every
candidate for admission into the Fraternity. The
proper inquiry will then be into the nature of this
law of conduet and these dogmas of belief.

The term “moral law,” in a strictly theologieal
senge, signifies the Ten Commandments which were
given to the Jewish nation ; but although it is admit-
ted that an habitual violatior of the spirit of these
laws would disqualify a man from being made a
Mason, I am disposed to give a wider latitude tc

* + Every Mason shall cultivate brotnerly love, and the love of God, and
frequent holy church.”—Old York Constuutions, point 1. “ Ye shall be
true men to God and the holy church, and to use no error or heresy by your
anderstaniing and by wise men’s teaching.”—Installation Charges of 1686,
No. 1. “ The persons admitted members of a Lodge must be good and true
men, . « « .« . noimmoral or scandalous men, but of good report.”
Charges of 1722, No. 3. All of these are summed up in the ritualistic
phrase that the cand: Jate must be * under the tongue of good report.”

+ AnpzazrsoN’y Constitutions, edit. 1723, p. 50.
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the definition, and to suppose that the moral law
“denotes the rule of good and evil, or of right and
wrong, revealed by the Creator and inscribed on
man’s conscience even at his creation, and conse-
quently binding upon him by divine authority.”*
Dr. Anderson, the compiler of the first edition of the
Book of Constitutions, seems, in the latter part of
his life, to have inclined to this opinion ; for, in the
second edition of the same work, published in 1738,
he modified the language of the Charge above cited,
in these words : “ A Mason is obliged by his tenure
to observe the moral law as a true Noachida,”t
thus extending the limits of the law to those Pre-
cepts of Noah which are supposed to be of universal
obligation among all nations. It'is true that on
the publication of the third edition of the Constitu-
tions, in 1755, the Grand Lodge of England re-
stored the original reading of the Charge ; but the
fact that the alteration had onee been made by
Anderson, is strong presumptive evidence that he
was unwilling to restrict the moral code of Masonry
to the commandments set forth by the Jewish law-
giver. Apart from the fact that many learned and
pious Christian divines have doubted how far the

* Encyclop. of Relig. Knowled., art. Law. Boston, 1835.

+ ANDERsON'S Constitutions, 2d edit., 1738, p. 143.

} As these Precepts of the patriarch Noah are frequently referred to as
having been the constitutions of our ancient brethren, it may be well t¢
enumerate them. They are seven in number, and are as follows : 1. Re
nounce all idols. 2. Worship the only true God. 3. Commit no murder.
4. Be not defiled by incest. 5. Do not steal. 6. Be just. 7. Eat no flesh
with blnod in it.
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Jewish law is to be considered binding, exeept as it
is confirmed by the express sanctions of the New
Testament,* the consideration that Masonry, being
a cosmopolitan institution, cannot be preseribed
within the limits of any particular religion, must
lead us to give a more extended application to the
words “ moral law,” contained in the old Charge.
Hence, then, we may say, that he who desires to be-
come a Mason, must first be qualified for initiation
by a faithful observanze of all those principles of
morality and virtue which practically exhibit them-
selves in doing unto others as he would that they,
in like circumstances, should do unto him. This
constitutes the golden rule—the true basis of all
moral law. Tte man who thus conducts himself
will necessarily receive not only the reward of his
own conscience, but the approbation and respeet of
the world ; to which latter consequence, as an evi-
dence of a well-spent life, the ritual refers when it
requires, as one of the qualifications of a candidate,
that he should be “under the tongue of good re-
port.” The man who submits to’ this rule, will of
necessity observe the decalogue ; not always because
it is the decalogue, but because its dictates are the
dictates of right and justice ; and he will thus come
strictly within the provisions of the old Charge,

* Thus MArTIN Lorner says : « The Jaw belongs to the Jews, and binds
us no more. From the text it is clear that the Ten Commandments also do
not belong to us, because he has not led us out of Egypt, but the Jews only.
Moses we will take to be our teacher, but not as our lawgiver, unless ha

agrees with the New Testament and the natural law.” Unlerricht wig sich
die Chrisien in Mosen schicken sollen.
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even in its most limited acceptation, and will of
course “ obey the moral law.”

The religious qualifications are embraced in the
same Charge, under the expression, that if a Masor
“rightly understands the art, he will never be a
stupid atheist nor an irreligious libertine.”

A Dbelief in God is one of the unwritten Land-
marks of the Order, requiring no regulation or
statutory law for its confirmation. Such a belief
results from the very nature of the-Masonic insti-
tution, and is set forth in the rituals of. the Order
as onc of the very first pre-requisites to the cere-
mony of initiation. This Divine Being, the creator
of heaven and earth, is particularly viewed in Ma-
sonry in his character as the Great Master Builder
of the Worlds, and is hence masonically addressed
as the GRAND ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE.*

But consequent on a belief in him, and indeed
inseparably connected with it, is a belief in a
resurrection to a future life. This doctrine of a
resurrection is also one of the great Landmarks of
the Order, and its importance and necessity may be
estimated from the fact, that almost the whole de-
sign of speculative Masonry, from its earliest ori-
gin, seems to have been to teach this great doctrine
of the resurrection.t

As to any other religious doectrines, Masonry

* Very usually abbreviated thus, “ G.A.Q.T.U.

+ “ This our Order is a positive contradiction to the Judaic blindness and
infidelity, and testifies our faith concerning the resurrection of the body.’—
Hurcnn:sox, Spirit of Masowry, p. 101.
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leaves its candidates to the enjoyment of their own
opinions, whatever they may be.* The word “Iliber-
tine,” which is used in the old Charges, conveyed,
at the time when those Charges were composed, a
meaning somewhat different from that which is now
given to it. Bailey defines Ubertinism to be “a
false liberty of belief and manners, which will have
no other dependence but on particular fancy and
passion ; a living at large, or according to a per-
son’s inclination, without regard to the divine
laws.”t A “religious libertine” is, therefore, a re-
jector of all moral responsibility to a superior
power, and may be well supposed to be a denier of
the existence of a Supreme Being and of a future
life. Such a skeptic is, therefore, by the innate con-
stitution of speculative Masonry, unfit for initiation,
because the object of all Masonic initiation is to
teach these two great truths.

‘Within a few years an attempt has been made by
some Grand Lodges to add to these simple, moral,
and religious qualifications, another, which requires
a belief in the divine authenticity of the Scriptures.}

* ¢«Though in ancient times Masons were charged in every country to be
of the religion of that country or nation, whatever it was, yet it is now
thought more expedient only to oblige them to that religion in which all men

agree, leaving their particular opinions to themselves.’—Charges of 1722,
No. 1.

+ Universal Etymological English Dictionary, anno 1737.

1 In 1820, the Grand Lodge of Ohio resolved that “ in the first degrees ot
Masonry, religious tenets shall not be a barrier to the admission or advance
ment of applicants, provided they profess a belief in God and his holy
word."—Proceedings of G. L. of Ohio, from 1808 {o 1847 inclusive.
Ctlumbus 1357, p. 113. And in 1854 it adopted a resolution declaring
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It is much to be .regretted that Masons will some-
times forget the fundamental law of their institu-
tion, and endeavor to add to or to detract from the
perfect integritﬁr of the building, as it was left to
them by their predecessors. - Whenever this is done,
the beauty of our temple must suffer. The Land-
marks of Masonry are so perfect that they neither
need nor will permit of the slightest amendment.
Thus in the very instance here referred to, the
fundamental law of Masonry requires only a belief
in the Supreme Architect of the universe, and in a
future life, while it says, with peculiar toleration,
that in all other matters of religious belief, Masons
are only expected to be of that religion in which all
men agree, leaving their particular opinions to
themselves. Under the shelter of this wise pro-
vision, the Christian and the Jew, the Mohammedan
and the Brabmin, are permitted to unite around
our common altar, and Masonry becomes, in practice
as well as in theory, universal. The" truth is, that
Masonry is undoubtedly a religious institution—its
religion being of that universal kind in which all
men agree, and which, handed down through a long
succession of ages, from that ancient priesthood who

“ that Masonry, as we have received it from our fathers, teaches the divine
authenticity of the Holy Scriptures.”— Proc. @. L., Ohio, 1854, p. 72.
Commenting on this resolution, the Committece of Correspondence of the
G. L. of Alabama say : “ That some Masons may teach the divine authen-
ticity of the Holy Scriptures, is true, because some Masons are Christians ;
but Masonry does nothing of the sort, but leaves every man to his own
opinion upon that subject, as it does upon his politics, his religion, his pro
fession.”— Proc. G. L. Ala., 1853, p. 67.
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first taught it, embraces the great tenets of the exist
ence of God and the immortality of the soul—
tenets which, by its peculiar symbolic language, it
has preserved from its foundation, and still con-
tinues, in the same beautiful way, to teach. Beyond
this, for its religious faith, we must not and can-
not go.

It may, then, I think, be laid down as good Ma-
sonic law, with respect to the moral and religious
qualifications of candidates, that they are required
to be men of good moral character, believing in the
existence of God and in a future state. These are
all the moral qualifications that can be demanded,
but cach of them is essential.

Physical Qualifications.

The physical qualifications of a candidate are re-
peatedly alluded to in the ancient Charges and
Constitutions and may be considered under the
three heads of Sex, Age, and Bodily Conformation.

1. As to Sex—It is an unquestionable Landmark
of the Order, and the very first pre-requisite to ini-
tiation, that the candidate shall be *“a man.” This
of course prohibits the initiation of a woman. This
Landmark arises from the peculiar nature of our
speculative science as connected with an operative
art. Speculative Masonry is but the application of
operative Masonry to moral and intellectual pur-
puses. Our predecessors wrought, according to the
traditions of the Order, at the construction of a ma-
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terial temple, while we are engaged in the erection
of a spiritual edifice—the temple of the mind.
They employed their implements for merely me-
chanical purposes ; we use them symbolically, with
a more exalted design. Thus it is that in all our
emblems, our language, and our rites, there is a
beautiful exemplification and application of the
rules of operative Masonry to a spiritual purpose.
And as it is evident that King Solomon employed
in the construction of his temple only hale and
hearty men and cunning workmen, so cur Lodges,
in imitation of that great exemplar, demand, as an
indispensable requisite to initiation into our myste-
riec, that the candidate shall be a man, capable of
performing such work as the Master shall assign
him. This is, therefore, the origin of the Land-
mark which prohibits the initiation of females.

2. As to Age—The ancient Regulations do not
express any determinate number of years at the
expiration of which a candidate becomes legally en-
titled to apply for admission. The language used
is, that he must be of “ mature and discreet age.”*
But the usage of the Craft has differed in various
countries as to the construction of the time when
this period of maturity and discretion is supposed
to have arrived. The sixth of the Regulations,
adopted in 1663, preseribes that “no person shall be
accepted unless he be twenty-one years old, or
more ;” but the subsequent Regulations are less ex-

* « The persons admitted members of a Lodge must be . . . , . .
of mature ard discreet age.”—Charges of 1722, iii.

5
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plicit. At Frankfort-on-the-Maine, the age reqnired
iz twenty ; in the Lodges of Switzerland, it has
been fixed at twenty-one. The Grand Lodge of
Hanover prescribes the age of twenty-five, but per-
mits the son of a Mason to be admitted at eighteen.®
The Grand Lodge of Hamburg decrees that the
lawful age for initiation shall be that which in any
country has been determined by the laws of the
land to be the age of majority.t The Grand Orient
of France requires the candidate to be twenty-one,
unless he be the son of a Mason, who has performed
some important service to the Order, or unless he
be a young man who has served six months in the
army, when the initiation may take place at the
age of eighteen. In Prussia the required age is
twenty-five. In England it is twenty-one, except in
cases where a dispensation has been granted for an
carlier age by the Grand or Provincial Grand Mas-
ter. In Ireland the age must be twenty-one, except
in cases of dispensation granted by the Grand Mas-
ter or Grand Lodge. In the United States, the
usage is general that the candidate shall not be less
than twenty-one years of age at the time of his ini-
tiation, and no dispensation can issue for conferring
the degrees at an earlier period.

This variety in the laws relating to this subject
conclusively proves that the precise age has never
been determined by any Landmark of the Order

* Statuten der Grossloge des Konigreichs Hanover, 1839, § 222.
4 Constitutions Buch der Grossen Loge zu Hamburg, 1845, § 459
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The design and nature of the institution must in
this case be our only guide. The speculative charac-
ter of the society requires that none shall be admit-
ted to its mysteries except those who have reached
maturity and diseretion ; but it is competent for
any Grand Lodge to determine for itself what shall
be considered to be that age of maturity. Perhaps
the best regulation is that adopted by the Grand
Lodge of Hamburg. Hence the Masons of this
country have very wisely conformed to the pro-
. visions of the law on this subject, which prevail in
all the States, and have made the age of twenty-
one* the legal one for candidates applying for
admission.

“An old man in his dotage” is,like “a young
man under age,” equally incapable of initiation.
The reason in both cases is the same. There is an
absence of that maturity of intellect which is re-
quired for the comprehension of our mysteries. In
one instance the fruit is still green ; in the other, it
has ripened and rotted, and is ready to fall from the
tree. Dotage may be technically defined to be an
impotence of body as well as of mind, from excess-
ive old age. It is marked by childish desires and
pursuits, a loss of judgment and memory, and a
senseless and unconnected garrulity of speech. No
precise age can be fixed to which these intellectual
deficiencies belong. They appear earlier in somc
mental constitutions than they do in others. The

* Thwenty-one is the age of majority prescribed by the civil law.
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Lodge must determine for itself as io whether the
candidate comes within the limits of the objection
based upon his dotage. Fortunately, it is rarely
that a Lodge or its committee will be called upon
to decide such questions. Old men in their dotage
arce not usually candidates for Masonic initiation.
And however old an applicant may be, if he is in
the possession of his healthy mental faculties, his
age alone will constitute no disqualification. It is
not the number of his years, but their effect on his
mind, that is to be the subject of investigation.

3. ds to Bodily Conformation.—There is no part
of Masonic jurisprudence which has giver greater
occasion to discussion in recent years than that
which refers to the bhedily conformation which is
required of the candidate. While some give a
strict interpretation to the language of the ancient
Constitutions, and rigorously demand the utmost
perfection of limbs and members, there are others,
more lax in their construction, who reject only such
as are from natural deformity or subsequent injury,
unable to perform the work of speculative Ma-
sonry. In a controversy of this kind, the only
way to settle the question is, to make a careful
and impartial examination of the authorities on
which the law which relates to physical conforma-
tion is founded.

The first written law that we find on this subjeet
is contained in the fifth article of the Gothic Con
stitutions, adopted at York, in the year 926, and is
in these words :
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“ A candidate must be without blemish, and have the full
and proper use of his limbs; for a maimed man can do ths
Craft no good.”* :

The next enactment is to be found in the Regula-
tions of 1663, under the Grand Mastership of the
Earl of St. Albans, and is in these words :

“No person hereafter shall be accepted a Freemason but
such as are of able body.”

The next Regulation, in order of time, is that
contained in “The Anecient Charges at Makings,”
~adopted about the year 1686, the manuscript of
which was in the possession of the Lodge of Anti-
quity at London. It is still more explicit than
those which preceded it, and is in the following
language :

“That he that be made be able in all degrees ; that is, free
born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman; and that
he have his right limbs as a man cught to have.”

* As this is a matter of great importance, I append the original langnage
of this article of the Gothic, or Old York Constitutions, as published by Mr,
Halliwell :

“ The mayster schal not, for no vantage,
Malke no prentes that ys outrage ;
Hyt ys to mene, as 3e mowe here,
That he have hys lymes hole alle y-fere ;
To the craft hyt were gret schame,
To make an halt mon and a lame ;
For an unparfyt mon of suche blod,
Schulde do the craft but lytul good.
Thus 3e mowe knowe everychon,
The craft wolde have a my3hty mon 3
A maymed mon he hath no my3ht,
3e mowe hyt knowe long 3er ny3ht.”
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And lastly, similar declarations, with respect to
physical ability, are made in the Charges approved
in 1722, which are as follows :

“No Master should take an Apprentice unless he has suf-
ficient employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth,
having no maim or defeet in his body that may render him
uncapable of learning the art of serving his Master’s lord,
and of being made a Brother,” &c.

So far, then, the ancient Written Law of Masonry
seems undoubtedly to have contemplated the neces-
sity of perfection in the physical conformation of
candidates, and the inadmissibility of all who had
any defect of limb or member. In the early part
of the last century, this opinion must have generally
prevailed among the Craft; for, in the second edi
tion of the Book of Constitutions, which was edited
by Dr. Anderson, and, after perusal, approved offi-
cially by such Masons as Desaguliers, Cowper and
Payne, the language of the first edition was so
altered as to leave no doubt of the construction that
the brethren at that ¢ime put upon the clause relat-
ing to physical qualifications. 'The Charge in this
gecond edition is in the following unmistakable
words :

“ The men made Masons must be free born, (or no bond-
men,) of mature ags and of good report, hail and sound, not
deformed or dismembered at the time of their making.”

‘Wlen the schism took place in the Grand Lodge
of England, in 1739, the Athol, or Ancient Masons,
as they 2alled themselves, adopted this construction
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of the law, as is evident from the fact that, in their
Book of Constitutions, which they published under
the title of the “ Ahiman Rezon,” they incorporated
this Charge, word for word, from Anderson’s eai-
tion of 1738.*

From that time until very recently, the same
rigid interpretation has been given to the law of
physical qualifications, as will ‘appear from the fol-
lowing analysis of Grand Lodge decisions.

The “ Ahiman Rezon” of the Grand Lodge of

- Pennsylvania, published in 1783, adopts the precise
language of Anderson’s second edition, and there-
fore requires the candidates to be “ hale and sound,
not deformed or dismembered at the time of their
making.”t

The same language is used in the “ Ahiman Re-
zon” of North Carolina and Tenncssee, published in
the year 1805.1

* See DErMOTT'S “ Ahtman Rezon, or a Help lo all that are or wowld
be Free and Accepled Masons.” Lond. 1778, p. 29. Of course this work,
emanating from a body now acknowledged to have been irregular, can have
no authority in Masonic law. I quote it, however, to show what was the
general feeling of the Fraternity, of both sides, on this subject of physical
qualifications. There was here, at least, no difference of opinion.

t The Ahiman Rezon, abridged and digested, &c. Published by order
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. By Wisriay Smirw, p.o. Phila.,
1783, p. 28.

1 The Ahiman Rezon and Masonic Ritual, Published by order of the
Grand Lodge of North Carolina and Tennessee. Newhern, 1805, p. 18. It
is, in fact, a quotation, and so marked, either from Anderson’s second edi-
tion, or from Dermott. But the same Grand Lodge, in 1851, adopted a
qualifying explanation, which admitted maimed or dismembered candidates,
provided their loss or infirmity would not prevent them from making ful!
proficiency in Masonry.
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The “ Ahiman Rezon” of South Carolina, pub-
lished in 1807, is still more rigorous in its phraseo-
logy, and requires that “every person desiring
admission must be upright in body, not deformed or
dismembered at the time of making, but of hale and
entire limbs, as 2 man ought to be.”* It is true
that the Grand Lodge which issued this work was,
at the time, an Atﬁol Grand Lodge ; but the subse-
quent editions of the work, pubhshed after the
Grand Lodge of South Carolina had become regu-
lar, in 1822 and 1852, retain the same language,t
and the law has always been rigidly enforced in
that jurisdiction. -

The more recent opinions of a great number of
modern Grand Lodges, or of the enlightened Masons
who have composed their Commitiees on Corres-
pondence, concur in the decision that the candidate
for Masonry must be perfect and sound in all his
limbs.

The Grand Lodge of Missouri, in 1823, unani-
mously adopted the report of a committee of that
body, which required, as a physical qualification of
candidates for initiation, that they should be *‘ sound
in mind and all their members ;” and at the same
time a resolution was enacted, declaring that “ the
Grand Lodge cannot grant a letter of dispensation

* An Ahiman Rezon, for the use of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina.
By Bro. FREPERICX DALcHO, M. D. Charleston, 1807, p. 17.

1 The Ahiman Rezon, or Book ¢f Constitutions of the Grand Lodge cf
Ancient Freemasous of South Carolina. Edited by ArBErRT G. MACKEY.
m. p. Charleston, 1852, p. 57.




OF CANDIDATES. 105

to a subordinate Lodge, working under its jurisdie
tion, to initiate any person maimed, disabled, or
wanting the qualifications established by ancient
usage.*

The Committee of Correspondence of the Grand
Lodge of Georgia, in 1848, made this candid ad-
mission : “ The conviction has been forced upon our
minds, even against our wills, that we depart from
the ancient Landmarks and usages of Masonry
whenever we admit an individual wanting in one
of the human senses, or who is in any particular
maimed or deformed.”t

In 1846, the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Indiana, in cautioning his brethren against the
laxity with which the regulations relating to physi-
cal and other qualifications were sometimes inter-
preted, remarked as follows< “ Let not any one
who has not all the qualifications required by our
Constitutions and Regulations, be admitted. See
that they are perfeet men in body and mind.”

The Grand Lodge of Maryland, in 1848, adopted
aresolution requiring its subordinates, in the initia-
tion of candidates, “ to adhere to the ancient law,
(as laid down in our printed books,) which says he
shall be of entire limbs.”§

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New
Jersey, (Bro. John P. Lewis,) in his annual address,

* Proceedings G. L. of Missouri, 1823, p. 5.
t Proceedings G. L. of Georgia, 1848, p. 36.
1 Proceedings G. L. of Ind., 1846.

§ Proceedings G. L. of Md., Nov., 1848.

¥
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in 1849, made the following very pertinent remarks
on this subject :

“TI received from the Lodge at Ashley a petition to initiate

into our Order a gentleman of high respectability, who un-
fortunately has been maimed. T refused my assent.
I have also refused a similar request from the Lodge of which
Tam a member. The fact that the most distinguished Ma-
sonic body on earth has 12cently removed one of the Land-
marks, should teach us to be careful how we touch those
ancient boundaries.”*

The Grand Lodge of Florida, at one time, was
_disposed to permit the initiation of maimed candi-
dates, with certain restrictions, and accordingly
adopted a provision in its constitution to that effect ;
but subsequently, to borrow the language of Bro. T.
Brown, the Grand Muster, “ more mature reflection
and more light reflected from our sister Grand
Lodges, caused it to he stricken from our consti-
tution.”t

On the other hand, there appears to be among
some Masons a strong disposition to lay aside the
ancient Regulation, or at least so to qualify it as to
take from it all its distinctive signification, and, by
a qualification of the clause, to admit maimed or de-
formed persons, provided that their maim or de
formity be not of such a grievous naturc as to
prevent them from ecomplying with all the requisi-

* Proceedings G. L. of N.J., 1849. In the last sentence, he alludes to
the Grand Lodge of England, which substituted the word “ free” for “ frea
born” in the old C iarges.

+ Proc. G.I. of Fla. Address of Grand Master Brown.
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tions of the Magsonic ritual.* This tendeney to a
manifest innovation arose from a mistaken view
that the present system of speculative Masonry is
founded on one that was formerly altogether opera-
tive in its character ; and that as the physical
qualifications originally referred solely to operative
Masons, they could not be expected now to apply
to the disciples of an entirely speculative science.

This opinion, erroneous as it is, has been very
well set forth by the Committee of Correspondence
of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, in the fol-
lowing language :

“ When Masonry was an operative institution—when her
members were a fraternity of working men—monopolizing
the architecture of the world, it was improper to introduce
into the Fraternity any who were defective in limb or mem-
ber ; for such imperfection would have prevented them from
performing the duties of operative Masons. In process of
time, the operative feature gave place to the speculative, when
the reason for excluding maimed candidates no longer exist.
ing, there was no impropriety in receiving them, provided
their deformity, maim or infirmity, was not of such a nature
as to prevent them from studying and appreciating specula-
tive Masonry."}

Again : in a similar spirit of lax observance, and
with the same mistaken views of the origin of the

* Thus the Constitation of the Grand Lodge of Ohio says: “ When the
physical disabilities of a candidate are not such as to prevent him from being
initiated into the several degrees and mysteries of Freemasonry, his admis-
sion shall not be construed an infringement of the ancient Landmarks; but,
on the contrary, will be perfectly consistent with the spirit of the institution.
--17th Regulalion.

+ Proc. G. I of N.C., 1849, Report of Com. of Corresp., p. 104
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institution, the Committee of the Grand Lodge of
Mississippi, in 1845, made the following remarks :

“ Masonry originated. in an age of the world comparatively
rude and barbarous, at a time when strength of body was
more valued than vigor of intellect. It was instituted by an
association of men united together for the prosecution of
physical labors. But even at this early period, their ties and
obligations were fraternal. This made them solicitous to
exclude from the Fraternity all who were likely to become
burdensome, rather than useful, and consequently to require
that initiates should be whole in body as well as sound in
mind. But the world has changed, and Masonry has changed
A subsistence is now more easily obtained by mental endow-
ments than by physical perfection. This institution has now
become speculative and moral : it has entirely lost its opera-
tive character. The reason for requiring bodily perfection
in candidates has ceased to exist.”}

This supposed change of our institution from an
entirely operative to an entirely speculative charac
ter—a supposition that has no foundation in history
or tradition—appears to be the only reason that
has ever been urged for the abrogation of an ancient
law, and the abandonment of an universal usage.
The argument has been repeatedly answered and
overthrown by distinguished Masonic writers, but
never more ably than by Bro. Yates, of New York,
and by Bro, Rockwell, of Georgia.

Bro. Giles F. Yates, as Chairman of a Special
Committee of the Grand Lodge of New York,
makes the following admirable remarks on the pro-

t Proc. G. L. of Miss., 1845, p. 54. Report of Special Com. The report
was agreed to.
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positions emanating from the Committee of the
Grand Lodge of Mississippi : '

“Freemasonry, in its original institution, was not ‘formed
by an association of men exclusively for the prosecution of
physical labors.” It has always been speculative and moral.
The secret societies of antiquity, from which we can trace a
lineal descent, were not deveted cxclusively to the physical
labors attendant upon the erection of buildings, whether of
wood or stone. They were the depositories of other arts
and sciences besides architecture. They moreover taught
sublime truths and duties towards God and regarding the
world to come, as well as towards our neighbors, and the
‘brothers of the mystic tie.” Our ancient brethren were, in
effect, more eminently speculative or spiritual than operative
or practical Masons. Those take too contracted a view of
the subject who infer that, because in the sixteenth century
and previous, the York architects in England were the al-
most exclusive conservators of certain essentials in our mys-
teries ; therefore the reason of the law in question had
reference in olden times to operative Masons only. The ra-
tionale of the law, excluding persons physically imperfect
and deformed, lies deeper, and is more ancient than the
gource ascribed to it. Ii is grounded on a principle recog-
nized in the earliest ages of the world, and will be found
identical with that which obtained among the ancient Jews.
In this respect the Levitical law was the same as the Masonic,
which would not allow any ¢ to go in unto the veil’ who had
a blemish—a blind man, or a lame, or a man that was broken
footed or broken handed, or a dwarf,” &c.*

In the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of
Georgia, for the year 1852, is to be found an able
report, by Bro. W. S. Rockwell, then the Chairman

* Proc. G. L. of N. Y., 1848, p. 37.
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of the Committee of Correspondence, in which he
discusses the question of the admission of maimed
candidates. After tracing the existence of this law
to remote antiquity, and finding it in the Egyptian
and Mosaic rites, he proceeds to discuss its symbolic
meaning in the following language :

“ Aside from the argument derived from the letter of the
law, its relaxation destroys. i an eminent degree, the sym-
bolical relation of the Mason to his Order. The writer of
these views has often had occasion to note the consistent
harmony of the entire ritual of the Craft in considering the
esoteric signification of its expressive symbols. We teach
the neophyte that the wonderful structure which rose by the
command of Solomon to be the visible dwelling place of the
God of Israel, was built ¢ without the sound of axe or ham-
mer, or other tool of iron being heard in the building,’ wooden
instruments alone being used to fix the stones, of which it
was constructed, in their proper place. ¢ Stone and rock,” says
Portal, ‘on account of the hardness and the use to which
they were put, became (among the Egyptians) the symbol
of a firm and stable foundation. Relying on the interpreta-
tion of the Hebrew, by one of the most celebrated Hebrew
scholars of Germany, we shall consider the stone as the sym-
bol of faith and truth. Precious stones in the Bible expressly
bear the signification of Truth. Of this the Apocalypse
furnishes many examples. The monuments of Kgypt call
precious stones the hard stones of truth. By contrast to the
signification of truth and faith, the stone also received, in
Egypt and the Bible, the signification of error and mpiety,
and was dedicated among the Egyptians to the Infernal
Spirit, the author of all falsehood. The stone specially con-
sccrated to Seth or Typhon, the Infernal Deity, was the cut
stone ; and this species of stone received, in the language of
the monuments, the name of Seth (Satan). The symbol of
Truth was the hard stone ; that of Error, the soft stone, which
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could be cut” The same symbolism appears to have existed
among the Hebrews : ¢ If thou wilt make me an altar of stone,
thou shalt not build it of hewn stone, was the command of
Jehovah ; ¢ for if thou lift thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted
it” (Ex.xx.25.) ‘Thou shalt build the altar of the Lord
thy God of whole stones.” (Deut. xxvii. 4.) That is, unhewn
stones, and of whole stones, (literally perfect stones), trans-
lated in our version, ¢ of stones made ready before it was
brought thither,” did Solomon build the Holy of Holies. It
was eminently proper that a temple erected for the worship
of the Gop of Trurh, the unchangeable I aw, should be con-
structed of whole stones, perfect stones, the universally
recognized symbols of this his great and constant attribute.
The symbolic relation of each member of the Order to its
mystic temple, forbids the idea that its constituent portions,
its living stones, should be less perfect, or less a type of
their great original, than the inanimate material which formed
the earthly dwelling place of the God of their adoration.
We, the successors of those who received their iritiatory
rites at the hands of Moses and Solomon, received also, with
this inestimable inheritarce, the same symbols, and with the
same expressive signification.

“Enough has been said to show at how remote a period in
the history of Masonry this important Landmark was erected.
Can man, in his short-sighted notions of convenience, vary
its meaning ?—can a Mason, the solemnly installed Master of
a Lodge of his brethren and equals, consistent with the obli-
gations he has voluntarily imposed upon himself, remove it
from its place 2%

With this thorough view of the historical and
symbolical reasons upon which the ancient usage is
founded, it is astonishing that any Grand Lodge
should have declared that when the maim or defect

* Proc G. V. of Geo.. 1852,
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18 not such as to prevent the candidate from com:
plying with the ritual ceremonies of Masonry, hc
may be initiated.* No such qualifying clause is to
be found in any of the old Constitutions. Sucha
liberal interpretation would give entrance in many
Lodges to candidates who, though perhaps in pos-
session of their legs and arms, would still be marked
with some other of those blemishes and deformities
which are expressly enumerated by Moses as causes
of exclusion from the priesthood, and would thus
utterly subvert the whole symbolism of the law.t
It cannot be obeyed in a half way manner. If ob-
served at all, (and the omission to observe it would
be an innovation,) it must be complied with to the
letter. In the language of Dr. Clarke, a portion
of whose remarks have been quoted by Bro. Rock-
well, the law excluding a man having any blemishes
or deformities, is “ founded on reason, propriety,

* Thus, Bro. H. W. WALTER, the D. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Missis-
wippi in 1845, says : “ We may safely conclade that a loss or partial depriva-
tion of those physical organs which minister alone to the action of the body,
do not disqualify ; but that the loss of those upon which the mind depends
for its ideas of external objects, certainly would.”—Proc. G. L. of Miss.,
1845, p. 12. T guote this very singular opinion simply to show into what in-
extricable confusion we are likely to be led, the instant we begin to make a
compromise between the stern dictates of the law and the loose interpreta-
tions of expediency. Under this construction a deaf man could not be initia-
ted, but one with both legs amputated at the hip joint could.

+ “ We consider this construction altogether gratuitous,and a grave objeo-
tion to it is its indefiniteness for all practical purposes. If the interpretation
be correct, it may pertinently be asked, what degree of disability must be
established—a quarter, half, three-fourths, or total? There is no such con
dition or proviso to the rule in question laid down in the Book of Constitu
tions.” ~GiLEs F. YaTEs, Special Report to G. L. of N. Y.,1843, p. 37
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common sense, and absolute necessity.” Morcover,
in Masonry, it is founded on the Landmarks, and iz
illustrative of the symbolism of the Order, and
will, therefore, admit of no qualifications. The
candidate for initiation “ must,” to use the language
of the Gothic Constitutions of 926, “ be without
blemish, and have the full and proper use of his
limbs.”

It is usual, in the most correet rituals of the third
degree, especially to name eunuchs, as being incap-
able of initiation. In none of the old Constitutions
and Charges is this class of persons alluded to by
name, although of course they are comprehended
in the general prohibition against making persons
who have any blemish or maim. However, in the
Charges which were published by Dr. Anderson, in
his second edition, they are included in the list of
prohibited candidates.* It is probable from this
that at that time it was usual to name them in the
point of the OB. referred to; and this presump-
tion derives strength from the fact that Dermott, in
copying his Charges from those of Anderson’s
second edition, added a note complaining of the
“ moderns” for having disregarded this ancient law,
in at least ome instance.t The question is, how-

* « The men made Masons must be free born, (or no bondmen,) of mature
age, and of good report, hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered at
ihe time of their making. But no woman, no eunuch.”—AXDERSON, seccnd
edition, p. 144. The Grand Lodge of New York has incorporated this clause
into its Constitution ; § 8, par. 9. It is also found in the “ Ahiman Rezon”
of South Carolina, and some other States.

& DERMOTT says, in the note referred to: ¢ This is still the law of ancient
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ever, not worth discussion, except as a matter of
ritual histery, since the legal principle is already
Jdetermined that eunuchs cannot be initiated becanse
they are not perfect men, “ haring no maim or de-
fect in their bodies.”

Mental Qualificotions.

The ancient Constitutions are silent, except per-
haps by implication, on tue subject of the mental
qualifications of candidates ; and we are led to our
conclusions simply by a consideration of the charac-
ter of the institution and by the dictates of common
sense, as to who are capable of appreciating the
nature of our system, for they alone, it is to be sup-
posed, are competent to become its disciples. The
question which is first to be answered is, what
amount of talent and of mental cultivation are
necessary to qualify a person for initiation ?

Dr. Oliver tells us that Masonry is an order “in
whieh the pleasing pursuits of science are blended
with morality and virtue on the one hand, and be-
aevolence and charity on the other.” And Lawrie
declares that its object is “ to inform the minds of
its members by instructing them in the sciences and
useful arts.” Smith, Hutchinson, Preston, and other
more recent writers, all eoncur in giving a scientific
and literary character to the institution.

Masons, though disregarded by our brethren, (I mean our sisters) the mo-
dern Masons, who (some years ago) admitted Signor SiNgsoNG, the eunuch,
T--nd-ci,at one of their Lodges in the.Strand, London. And upon a late

trial at Westminster, it appeared that they admitted a woman calle® Madam
D'E-—." «.DerMotr, Ahiman Rezon, p. 29.

\
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It does not, however, follow from this that none
but scientific and literary men are qualified to be
made Masons. To become a master of Masonic
scienee—to acquire the station of a “teacher in
Israel”-—it is certainly neecessary that there should
be first laid a foundation of profane learning, on
which the superstructure of Masonic wisdom is to
be erected. DBut all Masons cannot expeet to reach
this elevated point; very few aspire to it; and
there must still remain a great mass of the Frater-
nity who will be content with the mere rudiments
of our science. Dut even to these, some prepara-
tory education appears to be necessary. A totally
ignorant man cannot be even a “ bearer of burdens”
in the temple of Masonry.

The modern Constitutions of the Grand Lodge
of England are explicit on this subject ; for, in de-
seribing the qualifications of a candidate, they say
that “ he should be a lover of the liberal arts and
seiences, and must have made some progress in one
or.other of them.” This rule, however, it is well
known, is constantly disregarded ; and men with-
out any pretensions to liberal education are con:
stantly initiated in England.

In a note to this clause of the Constitution, it is
added, that “any individual who cannot write, is
consequently ineligible to be admitted into the
Order.” This rule is perhaps more rigorously ob-
served than the other ; and yet I have known a few
instances in which men incapable of writing have
been initiated. And it was in reference to a fact
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of this kind that the Grand Lodge of South Caro-
lina, in 1848, deelared that though “ there is no in-
junction in the ancient Constitutions prohibiting
the initiation of persons who are unable to read or
write ; yet, as speculative Masonry is a scienti-
fie institution, the Grand Lodge would discourage
the initiation of sueh eandidates as highly inex-
pedient.”

It may be said in reply, that in the early days of
Freemasonry, the arts of reading and writing were
not generally disseminated ameng the masses of the
people, and that in all probability the great ma-
jority of the Craft were not in possession of those
literary qualifications. But this latter statement is
a gratuitous assumption, of the correctness of which
we have no proof. On the eontrary, we find
throughout all our ancient Regulations, that a dis-
tinetion was made by our rulers between the Free-
masons and those who were not free, indicating
that the former were of a superior elass; and may
we not suppose that a rudimentary education formed
a part at least of that claim to superiority ? Thus,
in the eonclusion of the fifth chapter of the Charges,
approved in 1722 it is said : “ No laborer shall be
employed in the ecommon work of Masonry, nor
shall Freemasons work with those who are not free,
without an urgent necessity.”

But, exclusive of the written law upon the sub-
sect, whieh perhaps was silent, because it deemed
so evident and uniformly observed a regulation un-
necessary to be written, we are abundantly taught
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by tne nature of the institution, as exemplified in its
ritual, that persons who cannot read and write are
ineligible for initiation. In the first degrec, a test
is administered, the offering of which would be
manifestly absurd, if the person to whom it was
offered could neither read nor write ; and in the
presentation of the letter G, and all the instructions
on that important symbol, it must be taken for
granted that the candidate who is invested with
them must be acquainted with the nature and power
of letters. L

Idiots and madmen, although again the written
law is silent upon the subject, are excluded by the
ritual law from initiation, and this from the evident
reason that the powers of understanding are in the
one instance absent, and in the other perverted, so
that they are both incapable of comprehending the
principles of the institution, and are without any
moral responsibility for a violation or neglect of its
duties.

It has sometimes been mooted as a question,
whether a person, having once been insane, and then
restored to health, is admissible as a candidate.
The reply to the question depends on the fact
whether the patient has been fully restored or not.
If he has, he is no longer insane, and does not come
within the provisions of the law, which looks only
to the present co~dition, mental, physical or moral,
of the candidate. If he has not, and if his apparent
recovery is only what medical men call a lucid in-
terval, then the disease of insanity, although not
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actually evident, is still there, but dormant, and the
individual cannot be initiated. This is a matter
the determination of which is so simple, that I
should not have even alluded to it, were it not that
it was once proposed to me as a question of Masonie
law, which the Lodge proposing it had not been
able satisfaetorily to solve.

Political Qualifications.

The political qualifications of candidates are those
which refer to their position in society. To only
one of these do any of the ancient Constitu-
tions allude. We learn from them that the can-
didate for the mysteries of Masonry must be “free
horn.”

As far back as the year 926, this Regulation was
in force ; for the Old York or Gothic Constitutions,
which were adopted in that year, contain the fol-
lowing as the fourth article :

“The son of a bondman shall not be admitted as an Ap-

prentice, lest, when he is introduced into the Lodge, any of
the brethren should be offended.”

Subsequently, in the Charges approved in 1722, it
ig declared that “the persons admitted members of
a Lodge must be free born.” And there never has
been any doubt that this was the ancient law and
usage of the Order.

In the ancient Mysteries, which are generally sup
posed to be the prototype of the Masonic institution,
a similar law prevailed ; and no slave, or mar horn
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in slavery, although afterwards manumitted, ecould
ve initiated.*

The reason assigned in the old York Constitu-
tions for this Regulation, does not appear to be the
correct one.

_Slaves and persons born in servitude are not
initiated, because, in the first place, as respects
the former class, their servile condition renders
them legally incapable of making a contract; in
the second place, because the admission of slaves
among freemen would be a violation of that social
equality in the Lodge which constitutes one of the
Landmarks of Masonry ; and in the third place, as
respects both classes—the present slave and the
freedman who was born in slavery—because the
servile condition is believed to be necessarily accom-
panied by a degradation of mind and an abasement
of spirit which unfit them to be recipients of the
sublime doctrines of Freemasonry. It is in view
of this theory that Dr. Oliver has remarked, that
“children cannot inherit a free and noble spirit ex-
cept they be born of a free woman.” And the
ancient Greeks, who had much experience with this
class of beings, were of the same opinion ; for they
coined a word, dovhempersia, or slave manners, to desig-
nate any great impropriety of manners, because such

* ¢ The requisites for initiation were, that 2 man should be a free born
denizen of the country, as well as of irreproachable morals. Hence, neither
slaves nor foreigners could be admitted to the peculiar mysteries of any na-
tion, because the doctrines were considered of too much value to be entrustea
to the custody of those who had no interest in the general welfare of the
community.”—OLIVER, Landmarks, vol. i. p. 110. '
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condact was supposed to characterize the helots, or
slaves.

But Masonic writers have also given a less prae-
tical reason, derived from the symbolism of the
Order, for the restriction of the right of initiation
to the free born. It is in this way supposed that
the Regulation alludes to the two sons of Abraham—
Isaac, by his wife Sarah, and Ishmael, by his bond-
woman, Hagar. This is the explanation that was
given in the old Prestonian Lectures ;* but I am in-
clined to believe that the practical reason ig the
best one. The explanation in the Lectures was de-
rived from the usage, for the latter certainly long
preceded the formenr.

The Regulations of the Grand Lodge of England
carry this idea of freedom of action to its fullest
extent, and declare that “ it is inconsistent with the
principles of Masonry for any Freemason’s Lodge
to be held for the purposes of making, passing, or
raising Masons in any prison or place of confine-
ment.” This resolution was adopted in consequence
»f a Lodge having been held in 1782, in the King’s

* Thus the oid English Lectures speak of ¢ that grand festival which Abra-
am made at the weaning of his son Isaac, when Sarals, seeing Ishmael, the
son of Hagar, the Egyptian bondwoman, mocking, teazing and perplexing
her son, (and fearing, if they were brought up together, that Isaac might ime
bibe some of Ishmael's slavish principles,) she remonstrated with Abraham
saying, ¢ Put away this bondwoman and ber son, for such shall not inherit
with our free born) Besides, she well knew, by Divine inspiration, that from
Isaac’s loins would spring a great and mighty people, who would serve the
Lord with freedom, fervency and zeal ; and it is generally remarked, even
at this time, that the minds of slaves are less enlightened than those of the
free born.”
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Bench prison. No such Regulation has ever been
adopted in this country, perhaps because there has
been no occasion for it. The ancient Constitutions
are also silent upon the subject ; but there scems little

reason for doubting the correctness of the sentiment -

that Lodges should only be held in places where tne
utmost freedom of ingress and egress prevails.

A few years ago, the Grand Lodge of England
undertook to change the language of the old
Charges, and to interpolate the word “free” for
*free born,” by which means manumitted slaves, the
children of bondwomen, were rendered eligible for
initiation. Thisunwarranted innovation, which was
undoubtedly a sacrifice to expediency, has met with
the general condemnation of the Grand Lodges of
this country.

‘We conclude this chapter on the qualifications of
candidates with this summary :—The person who
desires to be made a Mason must be a man*—no
woman nor eunuch ;t free born ;] neither a slave
nor the son of a bondwoman ; a believer in God
and a future existence ;§ of moral conduct ;|| capable
of reading and writing ;9 not deformed or dismem-
bered, but hale and sound in his physical conforma-
tion, having hisright limbs, asa man ought to have.**

* Cha2ges of 1722, No. iii. )

t Deduced from analogy and from ANDERSON’S second edit., p. 144.
1 Old York Constitutions, art. 4, and all subsequent Constitutions.

§ Charges of 1722 and Landmarks 19 and 20, anfe p. 32.

|| Charges of 1722, No. iii.

T Deduced from ritual observances and the nature of the institution.
#* Regulations of 1663, No. ii.

6




CHAPTER II.
The Petitionw of Canvidates,

A CANDIDATE, qualified in the way described in
the preceding chapter, and being desirous of admis-
sion into the Order, must apply to the Lodge near-
est to his place of residence, by means of a petition
signed by himself, and recommended by at least two
members of the Lodge to which he applies.

This is the simple statement of -the law ; but
there are several points in it which require further
consideration.

In the first place, he must apply by written peti-
tion. No verbal nomination of a candidate will be
sufficient. The petition must be written, because it

is to be preserved by the Secretary in the archives -

of the Lodge, as an evidence of the fact of applica-
tion, which, in the event of a rejection of the appli-
cant, or, as he is more usually called, the petitioner
may become of some importance. The form of the
petition is also to be attended to. I am not of the
opinion that a vetition, drawn up in a form differ-
ent from that usually adopted, would be liable to
rejection for a ‘want of formality ; and yet, as ex
perience has caused a particular form to be adopted,

-
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it is hetter and more convenient that that form
should be adhered to. The important and essential
points of the petition are, that it shall declare the
place of residence, the age, and the occupation of
the petitioner.* These declarations are made that
the committee to whom the petition is to be re-
ferred for inquiry, may be materially assisted in
their investigations by this identification of the
petitioner.

The petition must be signed in the handwriting
of the petitioner. This appears to be the general
usage, and has the sanction of all ritual writers.t
The Grand Lodge of England expressly requires it
to be done,i and assigns, in its Constitutions, as a
necessary deduction from the requisition, that those

* The form laid down by WEBB, in his “ Freemason’s Monitor,” is that
usually adopted in this country, and is uncbjectionable for brevity and suf-
ficiency. It is in these words:

“To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of —— Lodge, No.-
of Free and Accepted Masons.

“ The petition of the suhscriber respectfully sheweth, that having long
entertained a favorable opinion of your ancient institution, he is desirous of
being a member thereof, if found worthy.

“His place of residence is ; his age,
tion . [Signed]

years ; his occupa-

“A.BY

t “ The declaration to be assented to by every candidate previous to ini-
tiation, and to be subscribed by his name at full length.”—Prgstox, OL ed.,
p- 32. “ All applications for initiations should be made by petition in writ-
ing, signed by the applicant.”—Wgss, p. 31. “ Every person .
shall be proposed by a member, in writing, which shall be signed by the can-
didate.”—Darcmo, p. 31. ¢ The candldabe « « « « . I8 required to
sign the following form of petition."—Dove, Masonic Text Book, p. 150.
But it is unnecessary to multiply quotations.

1 “ He must, previous to his initiation, subscribe his name at full length t¢
& declaration.”— Constitutions of the G. L. of England, ed. 1845, p. S6.
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who cannot write are ineligible for initiation.*
Much carclessness, however, exists in relation to
this usage, and it is by no means an uncommon
practice for a member to sign a petition on behalf
and at the request of the petitioner. This practice
is, nevertheless, to be condemned. The signature
should always be made by the applicant himself.
In this way, if there were no other good reason, we
should at least avoid the intrusion of wholly unedu
cated persons into the fraternity.

The petition must be recommended by at least
two members of the Lodge. Preston requires the
gignature to be witnessed by one person, (he does
not say whether he must be a member of the Lodge
or not,) and that the candidate must be proposed in
open Lodge by a member.t Webb says that “ the
candidate must be proposed in form, by a member
of the Lodge, and the proposition seconded by
another member.”} Cross, whose “ Masonic Chart”
gradually superseded that of Webb in this country,
(principally on account of its numerous illustra-
tions, for otherwise it is an inferior work,) says that
a recommendation, the form of which he gives, “is
to be signed by two members of the Lodge,”§ and
he dispenses with the formal proposition. These
gradual changes, none of them, however, substan-

* In anote to the Constitutions, as above cited, it is added : “ Any indi
vidual who cannot write is consequently ineligible to be admitted into the
Order.” {

+ Presrox, ¢ Tllustrations,” p. 32.

+ WEBB, “ Monitor,” p. 32.
§ Cross, “ True Masonic Chart,” p. 13.
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tially affecting the principle, have at last resulted ia
the present simpler usage, which is, for two mem-
bers of the Lodge to affix their names to the peti-
tion, as recommenders of the applicant.

The application must be made to the Lodge
nearest the candidate’s place of residence. This is
now the general usage in this country, and may be
considered as Masonic custom by almost universal
consent. It must, however, be acknowledged, that
no express law upon this subject is to be found
either in the Ancient Landmarks or the Old Consti-
tutions, and its positive sanction as a law in any
jurisdiction, must be found in the local enactments
of the Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction. Still
there can be no doubt that expediency and justice to
the Order make such a regulation necessary, be-
cause it is only in the neighborhood of his own resi-
dence that the character of a candidate can be
thoroughly investigated ; and hence, if permitted to
apply for initiation in remote places, there is danger
that unworthy persons might sometimes be intro
duced into the Lodges. Accordingly, many of the
Grand Lodges of America have incorporated such
aregulation into their Constitutions,* and of course,

* ¢ Subordinate Lodges shall not receive a petition for initiation from ar
applicant who lives nearer to another Lodge than the one he petitions, with-
out first obtaining the unanimous consent of the other Lodge at a regular
meeting.”—Grand Lodge of Hlinois. * No candidate shall be received in
any Lodge but the one nearest his residence.,”—@. L. of Ohio. California
requires the applicant to have resided in the statc for twelve months, and ir
the jurisdiction of the Lodge for three months. Nearlyall the Grand odg
have made a similar regulation.
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wherever this has been done, it becomes a positive
:aw in that jurisdiction.

As a corollary to this last mentioned regulation,
i1 vollows, that a non-resident of a state is not en-
titled, on a temporary visit to that state, to apply
for initiation. But on this point I speak with much
hesitation, for I candidly confess that I find no
Landmark nor written law in the Ancient Constitu-
tions which forbids the initiatiou of non-residents.
Still, as there can be no question that the conferring
of the degrees of Masonry on a stranger is always
inexpedient, and frequently productive of injury
and injustice, by foisting on the Lodges near the
candidate’s residence an unworthy and unacceptable
person, whose only opportunity of securing admis-
sion into the Order was by offering himself in a
place where the unworthiness of his character was
unknown, there has consequently been, within the.
last few years, a very gencral disposition among
the Grand Lodges of this country to discountenance
the initiation of non-residents. Many of them have
adopted a specific regulation to this effect, and in
all jurisdictions where this has been done, the law
becomes imperative ; for, as the Landmarks are
entirely silent on the subject, the local regulation is
left to the discretion of each jurisdiction.

But a few Grand Lodges have extended their
regulations on this subject to what I cannot but
conceive to be an indefensible limit, and declared,
that residents of their own jurisdiction, who have
thus been initiated in foreign states, shall be
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deemed to be illegally or clandestinely made, and
shall not, on their return home, be admitted to the
rights of Masonry, or be recognized as Masons.

This regulation, I have said, is indefensible, be-
cause it is exercising jurisdiction, not simply over
Lodges and Masons, but also over the profane, for
which exercise of jurisdiction there is and can be
no authority. The Grand Lodge of Missouri, for
instance, may declare whom its Lodges may, and
whom they may not initiate, because every Grand
Lodge has supreme jurisdiction over its subordi-
nates ; but it cannot prescribe to a profane that hLe
shall not be initiated in the State of New York, if
the Grand Lodge of that state permits one of its
subordinates to receive him, because this would be
exercising jurisdiction, not only over a Lodge in
another state, but over persons who are not mem-
bers of the craft. If the Grand Lodge of New
York should permit the initiation of non-residents,
there is no authority to be found in the Landmarks
or Constitutions of the Order under which the
Grand Lodge of Missouri eould claim to interfere
with that regulation, or forbid an uninitiated citizen
of St. Louis from repairing to New York and ap-
plying for initiation. Missouri may declare that it
will not initiate the residents of New York, but
it cannot compel New York to adopt a similar
rule.

Well, then, if New York has the power of enact-
ing a law permitting the initiation of non-residents,
or if, which is the same thing, she has enacted no
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law forbidding it, then clearly such initiation is
legal and regular, and the non-residents so made
must everywhere be considered as regular Masons,
entitled to all the rights and privileges of the fra-
ternity.* The Grand Lodge of Missouri, then, (to
follow up the special reference with which this
argument was commenced,) cannot, under any color
of law or reason, deny the validity of such making,
or refuse the rights of Masonry to a candidate so
made. How, then, it will be asked, is the evil to
be remedied, when an unworthy person, temporarily
removing from his own home for that very purpose,
shall have applied to a distant Lodge in another
jurisdietion, and which, in ignorance of his true
character, shall have admitted him? The answer
is plain.  On his return to his usual residence, as a
Mason, he comes at once under the jurisdiction of
the nearest Lodge ; and if his unworthiness and im-
morality continues, he may be tried and expelled.
The remedy, it is true, entails the additional trouble
of a trial on the Lodge, but this is a better course
than by declaring his making illegal, to violate the

= A well founded conviction of the evils which often result from the initia-
tion of non-residents, has sometimes led to the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>