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PREFACE. 

IN December la~~t the author of this little volume \note for the 
"~'REE PRES.'" at )lt. Ple:Jiruit, Iowa,' a sketch of the History of 
the Abduction of William 1\Iorgan, 1\Dd the excitement which followed 
that occurrence, detailing ROme incidents and facts which b~d never 
before been published. These Rlretcbes were "publillbe.l in the illsuo 
of that paper of De...-ember 26th. 1873. 1\Dd the throe >mcceeding nuru· 
hera of Jnnuary following. The publishen1 llllticipoting n demmd 
for extra copieR. issued some t.~ hundred surplu11 numbers to their 
r~ar editions, but these were soon exhausted. nnd so many ord<Jlll 
uame in which they could not fill. that it wus propOl!ed by them to 
i&'!ue the work in this f ... rm. Being :also urged by m ·tny friend>~. the 
~11tbor boa car:;-fully reviewed the publication in the new11p:~p1r form, 
re·writing it in a more full and complete m mner, adding many deto.ilt:< 
and incidents not appaarln~ in the first publication, and correcting all 
erroneous statements that would naturally ooour in a haatily penned 
newspaper &l'ticle. 

~o one can more readily realize than I do that. portions of th1s 
work may appear stnle to som9 readeroi, 811 parts of it in sub~tllllc~ 
have been in print for more than forty years, and iRSued in variou!l 
form.'!, but a now generation has arisen since tho diiJ'A \Vhen theM• 
events took place, and many younger readem may never perhaps have 
read them in a form in which the matter <:ould be readily understood. 

The events narrated here have bee:~. carefully gathered from the 
most reliable sources, many of which are detailed from an actunl 
personal knowledge, and fr;,m records published at the time of their 
occurrence. Nearl,.v bnlf a century bas elapsed llince the time of the 
diaappearance of William Morgan, and his suppoeed murder, and it is 
believ~ this work, reciting the principnl ecen1111 iD the excitement 
which followed will not prove uninter~~~~ting at this time. The timt1 
iB not very remote when tb()lte who were iD the mid>it of life 1\Dd . 
cotemporn.ry to j;bese even til \\'Ill have pa.'\.'!ed away, lllld the hw::ory · 
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rnagazines and periodicals there is a statement 
·me of Lafitte's piratical band which rendez
. he mouth of the Mississippi t·iver, and received 
1llesty fer his crimes OD Condition of joining the 
1. Jackson in the defence of New Orleans in 

. !so that he deserted from New Orleans before 
· the 8th of January, 1815. Thislltory was tirs1 

the ·•American Free Mason," about 1858, and 
Plse to support its authenticity than the ro 

. u·'s imagination. The same fiction is repeate< 
· • >11al Fre~ason," in 1867, and is probably de 
i H~ same source. The m()st satisfactory accoun1 
' 'Y so far as is known, is, that he lived a sort o 
l ifc, working at his trade at intervals in his na 

· 11 ing counties, till after he was upwards of fort~ 
~e. In 1819, he was married to Lucy ( o 

: "tmdleton, a young daughter of a Methodis 
He was about forty-five years of age at tht 

ruarriage, and it has been many times publishe• 
· l't! was but fifteeu. The fact is she was abou 
' erifi.ed by her own statement given on a trill 

·; trt.v for the abduction of her husband in 182~ 
t.~ted sh;e was then thirty years of age. It wa: 
11 tl published that "Morgan, a .man of forty-fivE 

• • lucted this motherless girl, and perjured himsel 
1 g license of marriage." and that her reveren< 
l of grief ~.t being 80 cruelly bereft of a darlinj 

The truth of this, especially in its exaggerate· 
· well be doubted, but a writer· in the "Americ&J 
· ''•" a few years ago, wove them into a very prett; 
:~1 romance, which if tru~ would make Morgan 
: nueed. It is, however, well authenticated that h 
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W'&lf iOtemJ.Ier&t.e to a very iiDID£,.lerate clt>~r(•e. ancl l~t."Stt

td of but few moral prineipl~ or attributes perbal'i of bfmor 
c•r honeHty. He had ooly a very limitt-•1 education. but thost.> 
who were tJentonally acquaint.ecl with him at Rochecater aod 
l~tavia., eoocor that ht> was 1lie&8&Dt in his manners when 
11oher, and c•orulocting towards his family and frit!o<ls in 
tlwtle ltea*'"" like other men of tJimilar habits. He had a 
•ond.-rt"ul faculty of g.·ttin~ into cleht. b11t nooe to get out. 
He• waH <'«tn~oicleretl among his :u•ttuaintan(·es, what would 
at tbi11 day probably be calletl a "•lead beat. .. 

In 1821, he moved with his wife to Little York (now To
ronto) Canada, and commenced the business of a brewer. He 
cloes not appear to haYe been very prosperous, as he was 
conKtantly emharrassetl ancl annoyed by importunate credi-· 
tors. His brewery was soon burned and he was left a 
ho1Jeless bankrupt. After this misfortune, be is reported as 
giving himself up wholly to his former habits of intoxica
tion, and for a time his wife only subsisted on the charity 
of the neighbors. He stole away from his creditors who 
had obtainetl writs for his imp•·isonment, and being pur 
fuwcl, he 11esiRtcd the otflcer and wounded him by a pistol 
11lwt. lie carne to Rochester, N. Y., and obtaining employ
llwut at his trade, as stone mason, sent for his family. It 
ill Haid that It was here he 'ftrst conceived the idea of pub
liHhiug 11 (ll'l~tentled. expose or Free-masonry, and thus im
(.11'()\' in'g hi11 c~m!Jarrassed circumstances, in a financial point of 
vi,~w. h,v the Htlle of' such a work. Before his family arrived 
ill Hm·heHter, he boarderl at the house of a man by the name <ff 
Whitnl!)', a hrother or .John Wbttney, who was afterwards 
ilnplieated, tr·iet1 and 'convicted for his abduction. While 
hoar,tiug at Whit.ney's, Morgan went to New York City, for 
IWme purpost> best known to himsdf, and on b'is return he 
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got very drunk at Albany, 1\nd in that conditio& went aboard 
of a canal boat, and as the Captnin said, "did not get sober till 
be reached Rochester." In his mautilin condition, he left; ' 
at a hQtel in AI hany a package, which was found to consist 
of a copy of a book entitled "Jachin and Boaz," and-also 
the works of Abbe Burrelle, an exiled Jesuit from France, 
who published in England, in 1799, a pretended exposition 
of Free masonry and the esoteric ritual of an order which 
had been suppressed in J:o'rance and Germany called the "Il
luminati." The copy of "Jachin and Boaz" was of the edi
tion printed in 1814, and which was a reprint from several 
editions previously published in Engiand. * This package 
was returned to Morgan by Mr. Whitney who was at Al
bany soon after Morgan's return to Rochester. Morgan at 
some time, it is supposed in Virginia, had received some of 
the degrees m masonry. It was doubtful, however, that he 
had e\·er taken more than the first in a t·egular way, but it 
seems that he satisfied the members of the Lodge at Roch
ester that he had received three. and was admitted to the 
Lodge. Emboldened by this success, he afterward convinc
ed the Chapter at Le Roy that he had received six degrees 
and was there exalted t? the Royal Arch. degree. 

Morgan JDOVt::d to Batavia in January, 1826, and soon 
he an~ Miller were boon companions. Millef, ~as not a 
mason, although he claimed he had received the entered 
apprentice degree some yeaq.be~re..at,.albany. A masonic 
writer has described the mas~mic. stand,ing . ()( the~ two 
men as follows: "Miller hJLd taken one .step inside the 
door, and Morgan had climbed over the wa.U." .Morgpn, af
ter moving to Batavia, induced alanchard Powers, the .Grand 

• An edition of"Jacbtn and Boaz" wu pnfllldlled tn New York tn 1814 by 
"E. Drcklnck, 102 Pearl Street-Nicbol~UJ ,. \ll Riper, Printer;·- reprlat or tbe 
London eiDtJon of l'mO. · 
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Lecturer of the State of New York, to give him a course of 
instruction, by which means he was enabled to pass him
self, without difficulty, as a mason among all intelligent 
brethren. Morgan and Miller then entered into partnership 
to print a book which the public was to he told disclosed 
the secrets of masonry, iu hopes to make a fortune out of 
the gaping curiosity of the vulgar. But as neither bad th~ 
money to issue the work, they were. obliged to let others into 
the firm. John Davids, of Batavia, and Russell Dyer, of 
Rochester, having been applied to, readily saw it "·ould be a 
good speculation, and advanced the necessary means to put 
the work through the pre~. llorgan seems to have pen('
trated the mercenary motivet1 of his partners and requil'ed 
of them to subscribe and swear to the following oath: 

"We, and each of us, do hereby most solemnly, and 
sincerely promise and swear, upon the Holy Evangelists or 
Almighty God, that we will never divulge during our natur
al lives, communicate or make known to any person in the 
known world, our knowledge, or any part thereof, respecting 
William Morgan's intention (communicated to us) to pub
lish a b()()k on the subject of Free masonry, neither b.\· 
writing, marking or insinuation, or any way devisable by 
man. 

"Sworn and subscribed this 13th day of March, 1826. 
JoaN. D4VIDB, 

[Si8ned.] · RussELL Dna, 
D. C. Jrlu.LER," 

TBE BOOK ADVERTISED. 

In the Summer of 1826, Mtller issued a prospectus and 
announced in the oolumns of the •·Republican Advocate," 
that Morgan had written out a full and complete illruBra
tiioD o'f the esoteric part of Free-masonry, together with 
the secret ritual and lectures pertaining thereto, which 
would, when published, bring everything to light conceal~d 
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by th€' members of the fraternity, and that it would in a 
l'lhOI't time be issued from his press ~,~ond be on sale at .1.00 
per copy. 

HOW MASONS. VIEWED THE AJINOUNOEMENT. 

This announcement created wonder and perhaps com
motion in the Yaiious masonic bodies wherever th(l paper 
circulated, but the greater portion of the'respectable mem
het-s of the fraternity treated the matter with silence and 

· contempt. But others were not eo wise. Whiie there were 
those outside of the Order elated that an opportunity would 
now be given to learn all about the mysteries of the· "in11er 
chamber" which had been so long and carefully locked in 
the breasts of the initiated, there were eolne indiscreet 
membei'S who determined to prevent the publication of the 
proposed book. 

A RIFFLE IN THE QUARTBTI'E. 

About the first of August by some means Morgan dis
co..-ered something, that made him suspicious that his three 
partners designed to swindle him. Therefore he writes 
them \he following letter: 

"AUGUST 7, 1826. 
"GENTLEMEN:-My note of this morning has not been 

answered. Further evasion and equil'ocation I will not 
submit to. Acknowledge you are not gentlemen, or I will 
expose you in twelve hour& unless you do •s you have 
agreed to do. I am not a ~hild-if you suppose I am you 
are mistaken. I am a man and. will not suffer myself to be 
imposed upon; yon have not acted as gentlemen. I am 
sorry to be compelled to say it. Every })art of your con
duct has been mysterious, and why eo? My fir8t impre• 
sions were that you were not hone&t men; therefore I wish 
to settle and h&Te no more to do with you. If either of 
you feel burt, call on me, as. gentlemen, and I will give yon 
any satisfaction you wish. 

[Signed.] WILLIAX MoRGAN.'' 
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This bellicose epistlt> n.ppeat·s to bnve frightenc<l tlw 
tdumvirate speculato1·s in book publishing, hut ~forgan 
was quieted by Dyer and Davids executing to him a bond 
in the peoal sum of five hundred thousand dollars condi
tioned for the pa;\·ment of one-fourth part of the sum which 
10houlrl he received on the sale of the proposed hook. An
()ther pnrt1wr wu'~· !0()(\n after received into the company, for 
the sake of more <·apital. His name was David Johns, but 
it seems he did not furnish th€' capital as he a!irreed, as n . 
quarrel again arose, and <'arne ver~· twnr breaking up the 
whole enterprise. Morgan, who I have hE>retofore remark
ed, bad a peculiar faculty'for getting into deht an~l never 
getting out, was at this time Yery much harrassed b.r hiH 
<~reditors. On the 25th of July he was arr€'sted and con
fined within the jail limits of Bntavia at the suit of one of 
these creditors. It will be rememhE't·ed that the law for im
prisonment fm· debt had not at that time heen abolishe(l in 
New York. ·His partnm·s were <·ompelled to bail him out. 
But other creditors instituted pl'()('eedings nnd they became 
alarmed lest the amount of secul'ity they WE're compelled to 
'.ls~qme, would take up more than Morgan'~J share of th<· 
profits in the sale of the bpok. 

CHKAP ADVERTISING. 

It was thll policy of Miller and his confederates, to
gether wltli an Anti-masoni~ cal>al which had · been already 
formed, to make. ~t appear ~hat the masons were devising 
various schemes to pre'fent the publication of ·lhe book. 
Atnong other assertions it was doolared that De Witt Clin
ton,' then Governor of New 'tdi'Jt, as the head of the Grand 
Ch.an~er of ~hf · ~tate, had is~~u;a a masonic edict for · sup
pressing the work, "even at the expense of lifer' . 1\lQn
strou·s as thi8' was it· was believed, or pretended to be be-
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lieved, by many who had ~ ct·aving, m01·hirl <·ttriosity to see 
what the bno!< would contain. Instead of Governor Clin
ton ever lun-ing issued· such an edict, the facts are, a 
prominent mason at Batavia. a warm personal and intimute 
friend of the Gowmor's, wrote him a private letter asking 
his advit•e as to the duty of masons in regard to the forth
coming book, proYidell it did disclo~e nny of the esoteri.t~ 
r:tnul of the institution. The r(>p)y of Governor Clinton 
wns. for masons to Jet the subject al01ic, and pet·mit the 
book to take its course. , He said that :\lorgnn nor nuy 
other mason or Anti-mason could injure or atfeet tb(> prin-. 
ciples and hene\'Olent purposes of the institution, and that 
thes(> wt-t·e the vital fore<> that gave it value. Owing to the 
\~onfid(>ntial nature of this correspond(>nce it bas never been 
J~ubli~hed, hut I have authority for saying that it waR rend 
in many of the Lodges in Genese(> and other counties. If 
:111 masons had been as wise as the Go,·ernor, · Morg11n and 
his confederates would luwe lived thet·enftet· ns obst·m·e as 
their former lives hnd heen, and ban• sunk into ohlh·ion 
niter their death. 

MOB JNTEltFEI'E~C}:. 

While llorgan and Miller, as they had announced, W(lre 
at work on their publieation in Miller?s otlke, (on the 8th 
of September,) a few iweousiderate members of the masoui<· 
fraternity, in an t>\'il hour, attempted a plan for its sup
pression. Before they knew what really was tbe cbnractcr 
or extent of the intended disclo3ures, or that it would dis
close anything in violation of masonic obligations, fol"ty m· 
fit\y .persons, in disguise, assembled nt .Miller's offi<'e with 
the · avowed purpose of destroying the office if nt'(.·t~S$1\ry, 
and hurning tbe mnu~:seript, and sueh portions of t.he work~.~.~; 
might ah-endy be in print. This attempt failing, the offit·c 

3 
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WnM •·t•t, '"' flrt • unr l piLI'tl ali,Y 1'011!111111 tl. 
h<•rl' thut th11 rno t l'!'~)'t~t·tnhlc> lll(' ll lht• t'M or t ill' Lo 1/.{l\ I nd 
Ctmptcl' at RR.tavin, t•ondt•tlllll'll Uw11c' proc~t· c •cliu,!(M 11 11 1 j oin · 
c•tl i u n printl•d hnnciiJill offe rin g n rt>wnrcl of 0111' lHIIlfli'NI 

dnllut'll l'or I he npprohe11Minn of th e• illt'c•ndint•i · ~. 

lt lt~ts ho ·11 t•lnlm d l1,v rnuoy, if nc1t nil t h mu11nui• · 
writl'l'8 upou thi11 Jlllrt of tlw Mm·gao Jlif.,t41r,v, thnt these 
unlnwf'ul p·ot~t•PclingH wcJ'(l inMtitnteti hy 1\Jillcl' nnd hie 
Jlnl'tiiPftt to int•rt'IU!(l th(' tlXdtl'lnt'llt nnd lldVIIJIP(' the Bide nf 
the Work. It' HU(~ h WM(' the f'tu:t~<, it nm~t h•• •wknowletlgetl 
thc•y wer(' emincmtly I!Uet'.(lHMfnl, heeaiiMP tlw pa1·ties whi<\b 
cumpoAetl this mob were undonhtctll.v rnaHOus, at least thC' 
puhlh\ Mil nmll't'8t4mtl it. Th(: criHill 11oon <·arne. 

WIIWAN AJII(F.I!Tt:U AI! A (.lJtiMINAI .. 

In :\ln,r, IH:W, :\lurgan visited <'l'rtain iu11nentlal rna. 
I!Olls in Cnnuntlnig-•u•, Ontario· conntJ, nntl nntler the pr<l
tcut·c• of traveling in the Southern HtatcM, indneed them tv 
fm·thrr inHtrtll't him, lliHl pct•ft!et him in tho •·lteH nnd 
t·t·r••monit·H of the Orcler. A hont tlw flrl't of St•pt!'m her 
thi'KC mnsotHI leamccl of hill intended ('XJIOSI', nncl werP in · 
•llgnnnt at the inf'nmmJM <·muhwt of the ma1 nne) natnrally 
tlf'Hiretl to get even with him. While at Cauantlaignu, MoJ·
gnn hutl horJ'OW('tl a "11hiJ·t" and "l!rllvat," hnt con\·eniently 
forgot to return them. On tlw lOth of September, an in
formation waH filed with --- Sheldon, J<;MIJ., a justil~fl of 
the peace, at Cananclaigua, charging Morgan with 11tenling 
a "shirt'' ancl "ernvat" from Mr. Kingl£>y. A wnrrant for 
biH nTI'est wa11 isKIWtl in c.hw form di,ret·ting "any Coo11tablc 
Hr tlw Slwrif1' of the Connty to hring 11aitl Mm·gao, hefor<~ 

Maid .JJu~tit•t•, to auKwm· said complaint," unci "to be •lealt 
with aecortllng to law." The wa1·rant was fli'Ht given to N. 
(.; . Cht>etwhro, t•oroner of the cnunty, but he tnrnecl it over 
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to Hollaway Hayward, a l:vnstable, who procee;led to B.Lta
via, (about filty miles distanc·e,) matl€1 the arrest, and 
brought his 1n·isont>r to Canandaigua, al·t·h·iug there on the 
evening of the lith. On the trial the Ju11tioe dt!cided that 
borrowing a shirt aUtl cravat way not larccn . .-, and Morgan 
was d~scbarged. But those who had undertaken to get 
.1\lorgan into jail found uuother remetl.v to ac·c·omplisb it . 
.Morgan was indebted tor- hoard on his former visit to Can· 
audaigua, to l\lr. Ackllly, a hotel keeper, who lu.d assigned 
his claim to another pllrty. This party immeuintely on the 
discharge or Morgan thr larceny, swore out a claim apinst 
him "in debt.'' A ()apiall ad reaJXi1H.le1ldum was issued, 
upon llfbick proceedings a judg·mcut was rendered and ex
ecution forthwith issnod. ' 

KOKG4N SENT TO JAIL. 

The hLws of Ne~· York, as before stated, then author
!zed the imprisonment for debt. · All executions commanded 
the sheriff .or constable, if suOicient proptrty or the judg
ment debtor eould uot bP. found to satist)' the judgment 
And coets, to take the body of the defendant to the common 
jail Of the county, ''there to be confined until said judgment 
and costs are paid, or he be «liscluuged according to law." 
Morgan was taken to the jail about olevl'u o'<:loclf nt ttight 
on the 11th day of S~,>ptember, 1826, aud humlell ovc1· to 
Israel R. Hall, deputy sheriff, and keeper of the jail, who 
resided with his family in the prison, pla~:ed ,.iu a cell and 
locked up. Here be remuin('d till the m•xt c\:elling, Sep
tember 12th. 

BOW HE GOT Ollt. 

About sen•n o'clock on this evening. .Mr. Loton Law
son called at the jail, as appears by the testimony of .Mrs . 
.Mary W. Uall, wife of the jailor, and desired to see Mor-
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g:m. ~fr. Hall wu~ nbHent, and slw (•onducted Lawson to 
Mm·gan'R ct•ll, whet·t- h~:: iuul KOtnt> privnte 1·onvcraution with 
him. llrs. Hall said she heard Lawson ask llotogan if Lte 
wonl1l f!O home with him if he would pay the deht and take 
him ont. ~IOI"f!RD said he would. Lawson then offered to 
pay t;h1• amount of the exe~•ution, hut she dedined, afraid 
~ft-. Hall wou!ll lw injm·ed, nud tol•l Lawson he must go out. 
nnd find her hushnnd. He went awny; but returned soon 
and offered to leave considerable mm·e mon('y than wa!t tmf
tll"ient to pay the daim if sh.e woul•l let l\l01·gan go. She 
Htill del'linetl an•l Col. Sawyer and llr. Cheesnhro came aud 
told hN· it was all right, when she eonsenteJ. She then mt
!Ot·ked the pl'ison door, and llorgan and Lawson mar1~hed 
out arm in arm into the stt·eet. Hefot·e she ,got the jail 
door }oc•keu she heaJ"d the l'l',Y Of' IDIJI"deJ' Ont·e 01' twice atHJ 
on looking out ~aw ~lorgan stJ"uggling betwet>n two men. 
The.v forced him along the sidewalk east of the jail, and 
wert• soon Iudden from her view by the next bouse. She 
tht>n saw a cm·rinf!e pass the jail, going ('ast, which shortly 
altet· t·e_tumed, going west. "It was moonlight ami near 
nine o'cloek when Morgan was taken from the jail." · 

~lr. Lawson, who took so leading a pat·t in the tlil!cbarge 
of Morgan, according to the testimony of Mrs. Hall, was a 
farmer residing near Canandaigua. l\lr. · Cheeseb1·o and 
Col. Saw.rer were business men in Canandaigua, the first 
kept a bat and cap store, the latter a saddle and harness 
maker. They were all highl.v respectable citizen•, of whom 
no discreditable act bad ever been previously charged 
against them. The trial and conviction of these three men 
will be referred to hereafter. 

THE _"'ABDUCTION." 

As Mrs. Hall states; Morgan left the jail with T,aw!K'in. 
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Cheesebro and Sawyer. There w_as also · another person 
who took part in the transaction, who was called at the time 
.. Dr·. Foster," hut who was ne-ver afterwards discovered or 
identified. He was a stranger to Mrs. Hall, and also to Dr. 
Richar1l Wells, who \Vas on the sidewalk in front of ~he 
jail, and saw Morgan as he was vut in~ the carriage. 
These two witnesses said· they bad neTer before seen him 
:\mi ne,·er had sinoe. This mystel"i..oult "abdnetor" is a 
m,ystery to this day. 

The testimony or others besirles Mrs. Hall, showed that 
when they left the jail with Morgan, they walked a few 
~o>tejls rlown the street whe•·e the lattel· was forced into a car
t·inge and driven out of the village. The question of hi11 
voluntary .entrance into·the earriage, or that violence was 
used to make bim enter, the e\'idence is verJT contlloting. 
:Mr. IJawson claimed th!lt Morgan desired to go,. :lbd agree<l 
willingly to be taken to Oanada, away fmm Miller and his 
other pa1tners in the contemplated hook pnblieation. He 
said "that .Morgari reproached himself bitterly for suft"ering 
himself to he the dupe of these men who only had made 
a tool of him fm· their own henefit." Lawson als& said 
upon leaving thll jail tbat Morgan· entered tlae cat.,_ 
riage willingly, and made no oot-ory, but Mrs .. HaJJ. it will 
be seen, BAJ'S she heard the cry of "murder," and Ia con
tirmed ·by Dr. Wells, then a. highly ..eeepected. pity~ .of 
Canandaigua, and who happened. to be neu th•ljeil di ~be 
time, and al80· by a oitiaen lhaing De~t door to · the . jail. 
Dr. Wells·testified that he heard the cry fli .urnurrlK" .. twice 
and that Mr. Cheesebro tJOld him, on his inquiriog . .wbJt t~ 
matter was, "that they had been· •liOeratillg a man in ~il 
on an execution of boi8, and that he -was takeB with a 'jail 
l'iect>,' bnt diti not like to go." The.~aer witness saW be 

• 
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.. ,.w a rnau fort•(•tl into the <·arriagt'.~· On the other han•l. 
Hiram Huhhartl, tht> owner anti driver or the carriage. W.ti
ftpl] that he oh~t'r\'l'd "no force exereisecl to put an~- oot• 
into thf' ('&rriage-hearc.l no er)- of •murdt'r."" Lawaou, 
Cht'l!tw.hro anrl Kaw,n~r <·onflrmt'd Hubhar<l that no fort't> 
watt utWrt. The general OJlioion among the friends of till' 
"abdu<•tol'l'" was, that the statement of Lawt10n wu l"'r
reC"t 110 far that .Morgan did agrt't', while in jail, and was 
anxious to go to Canada, in order to get awa.v from hi" 
a•rtoera, but the moment he reached freedom from \ht• 
('rison hai'B, he suddenly <·banged his mind and refueed tu 
c·omply with the eompad, but that Lawson, Cheesebro. 
Mawyer and "Dr. Foster" determined b" should •·fulfill tht· 
bond." But it appears be became 11ubseqnently ret'On
ciled to the wishes or his "abductors," 88 during the wholl' 
journey to the frontier there was no r<.'straint put upon hi>~ 

movements, and seemed to be eatirely fr('C to go •·here ht· 
pleued until locked again in another prison berea!Wr 
mentioned. 

TBIC .IOU&ll£1" TO NIAG.A.RA. 

The testimony of Hubbard, the owner and dri,·er of 
the carriage. was, that he was hired to go to Rochester ant• 
take ftve paueogei'B-tbat he proceedetl to Rochester aotl 
got thel'e about daylight-and went about three mile~ 
beyoad, where be wu told his sernc"s were no longt-r 
needed, when he retarned, and wu subsequently paid by 
Cheeeebro. The e&l'riage after taking in .Morgan near t.hc 
jail, wu driTen down Jail street about sixty rods east of 
the prieon, near an old frame b11ilding, which was called 
.. Mechanic's Hall," where !our men were taken up; when it 
turned round, re-pueing the jail and on reaching Main 
street, near the Cotatt House and "Town House," tamed 
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no•·th. At Ackley's tav~rn, at the north end of Main 
street, a man in a sulky joined the carriage, and the two 
,·ehicles left the village. . A few miles out the carriage 
nvertook John Whitney on foot. This gentleman got up 
and rode with the driver to Victor. Here the driver halted 
at Be~h's tavern and watered his horses, and some of the 
party went into the house and "took a drink." The driver 
also. stopped at Mendon and Pittsford and gave ~aterto hifl 
horses, but no one got out of the carriage at either place, 
and, as before stated, arrived at Rochester about daylight. 
This was as far as Hubbard had been employed to convey 
the party, but after a consultation be was requested to go 
oa1 three miles further, to Hanford's Landing. He complied 
aml on reaching that point, about eighty rods heyood Han
ford's house, near a piece of woods, he discharged his 
pas~ngers and returned. Another carriage from Rochester 
\Vas just behind which took up Hubbard's passengers and 
proceeded west on the "Ritlge road." This t"O&d, so called~ 
t·uns ou the apex of a considerable ridge, and extends from 
the Genesee river, at Hanford's, to the Niagarn., about 
seventy-five miles. The hors~s were changed at- regular 
relays and about sundown, the carriage arrived at Wright's 
tavern, three miles north of Lockpor\, where ·Eli Bruce, 
Sheriff of Niagara t'ounty, met the party, and who then 
'Seemed to take command of the future movemeot8. At 
nine o'clock the company arrived a\ Molyneux's tavern; 

•near Lewiston, where a llr. Browa, who bad been driver 
from Ridgew&)", discharged his load aod returned. Bot an
other carriage was procured to go to Youngstown, which 
was driven to Col. King's, about six miles from Lewiston. 
The Colonel here joined the party, and about half a mile 
fl'om Fort Niagara, the party left the carriage and proceeded 
on foot to the fort. 



:!0 ABI>l'I'TIOX n•• )IOit.l.\!'f, 

A lll~TUitll' MILITAHY POl1T. 

Tbl!i nhl fort. hatl h:.•l ~onwt.hin~ of' :1 hi .. toricnl reeonl 
and ronumtir intl'ri'Kt att:wlw I tn it. It was firMt hnilt hy 
tht' 1-'rt'awh prior to th~ Frt'awh nml Jndinn war of 17;,11, 
enptnn•d h~· tlw BritiKh clnrin:! that w:u· noel rt-taken "·'· 
tlw l<'rt•m·h. Ona·in~ our rf',·nlntion it wu11 oct~npietl by tlw 
Bl'iti11h troop~. hut ft>ll into tlw hanc!Mof our ~m·ernm<.'nt aftt-r 
the )>l'IU'f' of 17H:I. In tht> W:\r or 181:2 1\11 .('Xpl'dition from 
Cnnluln l'l'llR!Wd m·pr mul «·nptul't'd Youngstown, antl tlu· 
fort tmrrt>nd('rtul, hut wnR I!Uhilt•qnt>ntl~· rt>t•aptnr<•d h.~· our 
force11. Tht' fort. 11tnntiM upon tht> point \Vht'rt• the a·i\'t•r 
opt'ns into Lakl' Ontnrin. Thf! l'urt had lwl'n cwl!upiml n::~ :t 

gnt'i'ison for U. ~- troopH until the previous 1\lay, wlwn tht· 
troops wet-e oniert>d to otlll'r points. and the gnn•rnmt•nt. 
property left in (•barge of ont' J<;tlward Gitldingtt, the keep('r 
of the light houst>, at that point. 

"'l'IIE LAST Ot' HOIIO.\X, 

·when Bruec, King, and two othei"M with Morgan, aa·
l'ived at the fort tlu.•y were joim•d hy Giddings and all weut 
across the river in the terry boat to the Cnnada shore, hut 
not finding -he partie8 they t>xprt·tcd rE>turned to this sidt• 
and Margan was put into the magazine, within tbe fort, 
and locked up. The old magazine had heen in its day tL 

massive structure with walls of seven to eight (crt; of solid 
masmiry, but bad become at the time Morgan was l'Onfiut•d 
there, 'as well as tiJe fort, very mu1•h delnpidated. 

FINAL "DISAft"'>ARANCI: OF IIIORGA·N. 

By the testimony in the tri~l8 that took plaN! atlerwnrd 
there can be no reasonable doubt that Morgan wall takl'n, 
either by his own will" 6r ·hy forcE>, ta this magazine aucl 
there confined, but wliat bC!lnme of him, how he wlis diM
posed of, or how be dispost~d of himself, no nutbentic 
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account has ever been known or divulged to the puhlie, and 
the mystery is just as great now as it was forty-six years 
ngo. If tli~re were any who did know, and it is hardly 
possible otherwise, they have or will let the se(•ret die with 
them. It is most prohahle in some manne1· he ceased to 
liYe, although there are thousands of instances of persons 
in his situation, and of his standing, who hnv<> 'vished to 
leave the impression of their death that they might emi
g-rate or transmigrate and come out unknown, and Uti

questioned, under another name, antl to enad another part 
in life. 

REPORTS, Rl"MOR!I AND THEORIES. 

For two or three years 1·eports and rumors wel·e now 
and then circulated in the newspapers, that M01·gan had 
heen seen and . recognized in Canada, liYing under an as
sumed name-then he was located in some country ht 
l<~urop(', in Mexico, California, and other parts of the world. 
It was positively asserted at one time that Morgan had 
been actually found, and was living as a high dignitary in 
Turkey in 1831, where he had become a . .'lfaitr.e tC Ecole 
to a clags of Oriental l\fusselmen at Smyrna, and was teach
ing the English and French languages tp the Sultan's offi
einls. Even the vessel in which he had sailed from the 
United States was given as the "Brig Minerva, owned by 
Western, of Duxbury, Mass. The Captain's name was 
Martin Waterman." In the. "National Freemason," of 1867, 
this report is republished as a probRble solution of the 
Morgan mystery. But we should hardly suppose that any 
intelligent person would for a moment have been deceived 
by such an evident absurdity. 1\Iorgan must have been 
from all accounts, when he disapt)eared, over fifty years of 
~~. and had never received anything more thhn the sbnple 

4 
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n1•limrnt~< of nu Eulo{lish e1lnt·ntion. It would therefore II:• 
tiH' !wight of folly to suppose that he conlu in four ye~us 

han~ lenrut-tl tlw Turkish lanlo{Uilgt>, uutl qualified himself t .. 
tend1 even tlw English lanlo{uag(•, to say nothing about tue 
Freneh of whieh he dill not p•·o[)ahly know the th·st a(.~cent. 
lu July, li::!::W, (IIIC J.~zm Sturges A1Hlersou, of Hollowell. 
l\laiuc, publiHhc1l nn•r his own signature· a statement tbat he. 
in the p1·evions April, hatl met )l01·g:m at ·•lit. Deseret 
fslantl:' in the Gulf of St. l.a\n-ent·e-thnt he had known 
him in 182;), uuu that he t'OUI1I not be mistnken, as he ha1l 
n t·onwrsntiou with him, and that . .;\forg-an told him he ha1l 
been li\'ing in ~ewfou111lland-thnt lliller bad in his 
handH money belonging to him to the auJount of $20,000. 
and that if he 1lid not rPmit to him soon he would return 
to Hntuvia, ete. 

·There was but little c1·edit given to • such statements. 
whether made ove1· the signatu1·es of individuals, or ha,·ing 
no partit·ula•· paternity. :l\Iany wert> probably invented 
hy some joke1·, knowing that the public excitement was at 
such a pitch that the most impi'Obable stor.r would attract 
attention. But the1·e were no Jacking of those who believed 
that Mm·gan got himself kidnapped, taken to the f1·ontier. 
:md then safely departed the country, leaving the impresMion 
behind that he had been murdered, in order tO get up the 
very excitement which followed, to enhance the sale of bis 
hook. 

But thi!:! wat> uot the general imp1·ession. The public 
which was familia•· with all the cil·cnmstances had an abid
ing conviction that he was murdered; even among the 
f1·aternity, who held the im;;titution in great wneration, 
there we1·e not a few who admitted that he bad been put 
out of the way hy indist~reet and had members of the 
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Order; and that if such was the case, they wore not only 
hase criminals by the civil law, hut had heinowdy violated 
every prindple of mason ie obligations. And, until there 
was an indiscriminating vengeance inaugurated against all 
who belonged to the Order, the~' were as forward as the 
most violent opposer!!, to bring the guilty to justice. The 
thousand and one theories in regard to the disposal of 
Morgan that were originated by both f'l'iends and foes, were 
wild and sometimes incredible, yet many of them 8eemed suf
Hci.ent to produce conviction. That those who took so 
nctive a part in taking him to Niagara, their high standing 
and unblemished reputations in the communities where 
they were known, forbade all candid individuals fOJ'a mo
ment to believe they were guilty ot' murder, but under the 
intense exeitement and fury of the persecution of every
body connectecl• with masonic bodies, reason was over
set, and the fanaticiflm of thQ hour was theil· only excuse 
for their violence. Tl1is many of them acknowledged after 
the excitement was ove1·. But while the excitement was in 
progress this class <'Ould not be maul! even to· admit of a 
possibi)ity that Morgan was not horribly murdered and his 
body sunk in the Niagara river or the adjacent waters 
of Lake Ontario. The theory among most of them was 
that he was kept a close prisoneJ' in the magazine from the 
night of the 13th of September until the 20th of the samE.' 
month, without much or any food or water; that at the meet-• . 
ing of masons for the installation of a chapter at Lewiston, 
on the 14th, the subject of his disposal was discussed-;-by 
some it was contended that this meeting was held for no 
other purpose than to consider how he should be put out of 
the way-that it wae solemnly agreed there that he should 
be put to .death,. and all ttie details arranged tO hide the 



thu·k •h••·d l't·wrt tht puhl! · 
1111d l'l't Jid!l•ll tn 1'. t'l'tllu llu• •utt·ht•l• Jll'CI III•IUII l•tl i t.ltlll 
t lu·~uo •·n JIInll f' dlrl pt•rfin·w t.lu• IH•IJI• t 411' Ll11· t'fllll'lt l \'<•, 111111 

n11 1.1••· ul)<hl ol' t.lu• :lOth, lut'j.{lllt lVII lulu•u f'mm IIi pri ''" 
:d••ctu l,v lndl' th•nd f'o1· wuut. u l' ~< 11 1111'1111111'1' nntl fmm l'<rnfhw 
Hll'llt, Wfll4 diMt•tl\,r•lu•d nnd lti hody 11 11111 in tlw 1h1•l•• 'rlli 
theory, W«' >my, wa~ the one mo~o~t lu<Jii'Vctl hy the opponent" 
of lllllf!OIII',Y •lHrin,~~; the ••xdt•·ment., nlt.lwugh mnny otlwr" 
wt:r·•• f'ormctlnrul reit.••rntt:tltuuon,l( nil dni-!Kf'H ot' people Htill 
mort• ridit•ulon~<~. That Hl:v•:rnl htuJdrt•d l'l'H)'ednhle .Free
mn~o~on!l, who Wl!l'l< pn·~o~•·ut nt the Lewi~o~ton inHtnllntion, 
I'OII)t\ llllllllilllOIIMI,Y l'OII~Jiirc, pJnn ltiJ(\ I'XI'l'Ute R heinOUM 

nllll'lll'l' of' II hUIIIIIII lu:iug, it iH f'tl'flll,I(C tlrl\t 1'!0 Jllllll,Y l'OUI!l 

hn,·p lu•nP~o~tl,r hdilW<'tl. But !:ndouhtcdly tiH·.v dill, un•l 
Wf'l'l' Ho linnly •·on\·irw•«l of itH truth thnt thc,r would not 
JiHttm ,,.. JWI'III it it to he tlouht~tl. Yet if they hntl rllfll·eted 
R. IIHIIIH'IIt th<•y IOUBt hiLVC uil;wOVCI'fJt{ t!hC improiJnlJiJity of 
!Inch nn ellfll'lllity, without its eertniJ! 1l1:te('tion nn•l heing 
fully hrought to light. Ther·t, were ull (•ln~o~HP!4 or rnf'n, rnem
bPrH of' tlw f't•nt.•·rnity, nt the Lewi~o~ton lnHtallation, nntl the 
meeting h:ld hel'n appointtff\monthH hefilt'll hy an ofJieinl of 
the (;mud Chaptm·, when thct'll coul•l have ht:t>ll uo know
lt:djlf: of Morgnn Ill' hiM intPncled hook. The m1wting waH 
nn or•linn.t·y one, eommon t~• the Onll•l' on likll Ol't>llHionK in 
orgnni1.ing III'W Chuptcr·s, anti the u~o~nul cer·<>rnoniell, with 
Jll'fll~I'HI<ion, t•k., took pln1•c. Among thnt large throng of 
Hnynl Areh ~ln~o~ons, with one Hinl{le exeept,on, all po8i
tivl'ly 1h:elnt·etl thnt dnl'ing the private !!CH!Iion the name of 
Moq.~;nn, or hiM intcndt•d hook, wu8 not mentionetl, and it 
rnuy he {:asily infel'l'etl tlmt not mot•t• than four or five knew 
that Morgan wus coufltuld ut l''t. Njugar.j&, if they had even 
lfYer beard of' him at all. 1f Morgan's '~eath .bad been de-
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creed and adjudged in that assembly, and his execution 
afte1·wards consummated on the 20th, was it possible for 
the deed to have been forever concealed from the public? 
:Many of those who were at the Lewiston meeting, and were 
vresent at all private sessions of the Lodge and Chapter, 
there held, afterwards dhring the excitement, renounced 
masonry, hut every one, except Edward Giddings, solemnly 
averred the subject was not , mentioned. Had there 
been anything of the kind, it is impossible to believe that 
it would not haYe been disclosed, when we remember with 
what zeal the Anti-masonic committee labored to prove that 
the horrible tragedy of murder was there arranged. 

On the othe1· hand, the theory of those who still cher
ished the pl"inciple of masonry, as well as'those who were 
not ma~ons but were opposed to the persecution of the 
Order for the misdeeds of a few misguided members, was 
that a great outrage· against law had been committed, for 
which the perpetrators deserved condign punishment.
They were divided. however, as to whether an actual mur
<ler had been committed-many prominent and influential 
masons believed as firmly alii the Anti-masons that Morgan 
bacl been murde1·ed, but knew that the Order, or anything 
more than a few members of it, were not guilty of. the enor
mous crime, while the an ties charged the whole fraternity as 
accessories. Others believed that the whole conspiracy 
and abduction was gott('ll up by Miller and his confederates, 
to stamp the impress of truth upon the pretended disclos
ures of Morgan, to add to the sale of the work, and that 
Giddings ~as one of their tools, and who shared in the 
t>rofits of the venture. But all was speculation and the 
truth has never been made public. ·We will give 'lie opin
ions of two distinguished masons, made up ·tong after th'e 
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•• .·citl'lll''nl l111d l'llt~l'd uhtl tlri' Ordrl' hwl lo en f'ttll)' n•Iu 
Rtutml iu lm•al H J,.,. wlh•t't• It l1111l lu·1 h t·ompJI'I,.J,I ol!llit•t'l I 1 d 
dnrin~ lhu. t. JH •ritul. uud wiH1 t'ltttld lun't• llfJ olr.)N·f.lll 1 •n• 'II • 
lng any mt·mlum~ or· t.lll' in~tt.itul 1111 t'mm dt· r•r·vi•ll t•t•u urc·. 

U1•, .r. W. S, l\liLc•llcll, l'. (;, M. of ) l iKI'IOllri, iu lliH "HiK· 
tr1ry nf Fl't'('•tllltHOlll',r, u.nd Mn l'lonit• JJii{PKt,'' thu "'"" " "f' 
hif.J opiuion of' the ~lorguu ntf'air: 

"Thnt William )forgan waH murllt•J'I•fl, we Hinecr('J,r 
hc!iCVI!, anJ thnt 0111~ OJ' tnOI'I! m!tHOnH Wl' l'C t•oncCJ'IICfl, ltlld 
pnrtil'ipnte1l in the lwllit~h dl'l·cl, WH ho.ve no n•ttt~on to clouht. 
But f'or whnt fllll'l'"~'~"~ Wnt~ it to fll•ft•Jul, m· proteet mn
FIOnry from tlw inlltii'IH'I' of' a ltook, n •·opy of' whieh t•oulll 
he hnd for a f'Hw penuit~l!, in ncnrl,v nil the hookHtorPH ot' 
Enlo{limfl niHl Am••riPtti' No; hut lhr till' HOI<• illii'JIOHe ot' 
putting IIIIIIH'J' in theil· Jllli'HH! Whnt if l'llllllll' 11itl Hay thnt 
..\torgJUI wnH nltout to puhiiHh nn c.rfJIJ/Ie of' mn!ion•·.v, we 
1loultt whcthe1· nny hont·!it mnRnn Wll!i JH•r·mitt.l•tl to HI'C the 
original eopy, wlwther JII:UIIIHI,ript or· tlw hook ,Jacltin rmd 
!Jortz, and lwnec tire mn!iOIHI eonl•l not know wlrnt wa~o~ nhout 
to he prrbliHheli, nrrd Blll'l'iy no Hlllll' 1111111 would !iUI1'er him
Hclf to hH guilty of Jnlll'(ler, upon n luu·H Hll!ipi(·ion of 
trmwiwry. In uny view W(~ ('ttll tnkl' of tlw !iuhjt•(·t, we <'nn 
find no rHason to fix the l'l'imc of' ~torxmr'H murd(~•· upon 
any exePpt tlwHe who were l.tnHe enough to participate with 
him in tiw RI'IWm(•, nJHI who Horrght mmwy aH the •·ewar1l of 
their villainy!" 

l>r·. Roh. MorriH, Wl•ll knf•Wn tlrrou~hout. till' W<•Htern 
State!i m1 n liiHtinguished inHtJ·ru·tlll' null maMIInifo author, 
tlllll! fumiHhes hi!i corwiuHionH of "Who Killl'li ~[or·gnn :" 

"Our own Hurmi!w, whieh, afti•J' n enrefui ()(H'IISili of 
nil the testimony, and much IJU<'Htioninp; of' tiw rt•maining 
nctorH in tire nluluctiou who Htill Hurvivt•, mny perhnp11~he 
as 1-(00II lUI any othm·, IH thnt M11rgnn wnl! nhHn•lnntiy HUJI· 
plied wltb money by those who bad exJwllllc,J HO much anti 
run such ri11k1.4 to •eparute him from Mil11•r a111l hiK confed
e.r&tet, and that. be was aMiKted to pass into Canada, ~he 
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seeue of his former adventures, whet·e among a rough and 
lawlPss population, he met the fate likely to befall a drunken 
honsting fellow, whose poekets were sufficiently well lined 
to •·ende1· him a desirable prey." 

'Ve might add another theory of a mason who' was 
familia1· with all the circumstances, and is at least as reas
cmable as any other. It is this : Thnt Morgan agreed, as 
positively atfh·med by those engaged in his abduction, to be 
t•arried tn Canada away froq~ Miller and his partners, who 
he claimed had not acted honorably with him, and that with 
the promise of being helped into a good hns!ness in Canada, 
where )Iiller <>onld not find him, he being as anxious to go 
as those misguided Masons were that he should; ·that cer
tain zealous Canadian masons received him and passed 
him along to Quebec, and there shipped him on a man of 
war, or perhaps a merchant vessel bound to some distant 

1 land, and that he either died a natural death, or fell over
hoard and was drowned at sea before the vessel returned, _ 
nnd having been registered under an assumed name w.as 
never heard of mot·e by those who had known him. This 
of course is all sp~culation, but is entitled to just as much 
eredit as any other theory which has ever before been 
published. 

W c will now proceed to narrate events that occurred 
after l\lorgan disappearf:d. 

THE PUBLIC INQUIRE "WHERE IS MORGAN?" 

The first inquiry came from Batavia where Morgan had 
resided and where his family still lived. The mystery 
attending his departure-the circumstance of hi!! having 
net been heard from-the attempted mobbing of Miller's of
ice, and the pa1tial incendiary burning of the same a few 
tJays atler, and rumors afloat that he had forcibly_ been taken 
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to Siagnm ant1 there mur,1<>rctl. ex,·itt•t1 an intet·est in the 
people of B:tt:n·in. and wry pmpcrly 111111 justly made an 
inYeRtigntion nct•t•ssnry. 

\Vith a vit-w to asccrt:lin the t•it·,·um;;tances in rehtion 
to Morgan's hping t:tken from the jail in C:mamlaigua, :m 
agent was ~t'nt thitht't' to m:tke inqniriell. A number of 
affidavits wt>re pt·ot·nrt>d whit·h estnhlished the fact appar
ently that :\forgan wns arrestl•tl in Yiolntiou of lnw aftet· 
his discharge ft·om prison on the l:!th of Septt>mbet·, anti 
ugaiust his will. couwyetl from thcnt·c in a car'l'inge. pre
pared for thnt purpose. by fort·t.>. to the Siagnm frontier. 

Here was the starting point for the ful'ious exctteruent 
which tollowed. Reports and rumors in f'xaggernted !orms 
continued to reach BataYia until it was the popula1· betl~t' 

that Morgan had been murdered in col(l blood. "The 
thunders of popular indignation began to roll. It was at 
first in low and solemn murmurs, hut destined in a short 
time to increase in power. It emitted as yet no sparks, 
because no particular obje<·t had yet been selected on which 
its bolts COJ.lld descend. The inquiry eYerJ where was 
made, "Where is Morgan?" but. no answer had been given. 

THE Jo'IRST lllEETING. 

A public meeting was called at Batavia on the 4th of 
October for the purpose of making some arrangements in 
order to ascertain his fate. ~[r. Henry Brown, an attomey
at-law, at Batavia, N. Y., who was one of the active parti
cipants in this meeting, soon after wrote: "lt was a solemn 
and impressive scene. A citizen of this free land bad been 
taken by violence and confined without authority, in some 
solitary place, or conveyed by force without the United 
States to parts unknown, or \lad fallen beneath some mnl'o 
derer's arm, and no information relative to his destiny or 
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t•ate had yet h('en receiverl. The cirtumstnuc('S that he was 
poot·-that lw was dissolute-that he was in some resp('Cts 
un prinl'iplecl, and therefm·c held in but little estimation hy 
the community, g:n-e to the meeting, in the eye of the 

·philanthropist, additienal interest. Ha1l he been a man of 
r·ank, of (·onsidemtiou, m· of fortnne, he would have h<>cn 
followed-he would have been t·escued, and if netessat·y, an 
m·my would have been raised at his call, and · !\waited his 
\'Ommnnrl. The wrongs of an iiHlh·idna.l once rocked thl• 
_hattlementil of Troy, and made the throne of Pri~m tremblo 
to its base. But the un lortumtte ·and degra1led Morgan .... . 
was ~:~utferecl to he carde!l off under circumstances talcu-
lnted to excite the strongest suspic.ions with scarce an 
inquiry.'' ' 

~1r. 8mwn, although not himself n masc.n. ~·i<>rs that 
;tt this meeting. or thos<> who took un active part in' t-he 
· pt'n(•eedings, that some of the more respectable Free-ma
sons were the fol'emost to institutl' an investigation, and 
declared thnt if .auy memben; of the Or1lcr had heen guilty of 
kidnapping and murdering l\lorgan, or whoevet· had com
mitted sueh an outmg<>. should he punished to the full ex
tent of the law. an1l he then a•Ms : "I regt·et that I cannot in 
justice forheat· to remark th:tt a number of the most eon 
spieuous Anti masons. in the c·ounty: men who became so 
long after Morgan's ahduetion, and who haYc sinee pnrti<'i-

. patet.l in the rewnt•ds and honot·~ of a tdnmphant party, tle
signedly abstained from this roePting, nor (:an J in justit'l~ 

to my own feelings, suffer this oecasiou to pas~; without np
plauding in the highest terms, the cando\-. goou senst', and 
above all, the. holy fervor which appeared to inspire and 
expaml the bosoms of the g1·eat mass of which 'it was com
posed. A writer of eminence, I believe Mr. Burke, observed 

6 
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hooks and "l\lonitm·s" of tlw Cmft in t'OlJIIIIOU mw, or whieh 
the puhlic was :ls famililll' outside :t,.; th.e iuitinted in~·dlll'. 

'rhi~ was daimed hy those who ~\'ishr(l to luwe it so, us :m 

undisputed evidence that it was a true exposition, ald with 
out "furtlwr thoug-ht tlec:l:u·<•d it to hr <>stnhlished, and p<•oph• 
might as wl'llqnestion the nnthentidty of the flihle as 
•· ~forgan's Book!" . 

LF.IWY t'OSVENTION. 

A few months nftet· :\lorg:tn's Book wns h<'fnt·c tlw 
puhlic a numhet· of Free-mnsous, rithe1· from mer<·cmu·y or 
other motin•s resolve1l to join with the Anti-mil~ous to 

l•rtc-ak dO\\'Il the in<>titution. Eldt>r Dnvid Barnard seems 
to hM·e been theit· leader. They assemhle1l at Lero.'· in 
a <"Onvention 011 tiH• 19th of FehrnatT, 18::!7, and th<>n dt•-

• I 

clared their t•ennneintion :uul theit· I'Olln<>ction with th<· 
Onll'r. El,ll•r B:u·nn1·•l in his "Light on :\la~>OJHy" st:t tl·s· 
that tht•t·e W{•t•e lhrty.masons pt·esl'nt at this IO<'I•ting-otlwr· 
anthoriti<'s sny th<'t·e wet'(' not u:ore than tt•n or twelve, 
:md that !-lome of tlwfle hnd lwPn expPIIed lot· unm:l , onil: 
l·ondm·t, uud that if lhrty imlividnals took pat·t in thiK 
meeting th~~ waJnrity 'IH' I'l' not :md never Jwd he<•n mMou,.. 
They ~:~olE>nml,v en:u-tt'tl thnt Ft·<·c-ma~oury wm1 :t wil·krd 
institution and that it ha1l mtmlere1l :\forgan, null wn~:~ <"l\[1:•

hle of cloing all sorts of ahominutions it' permitted to <>xist. 
They made nnang(•mtmts f()J' the puhlishinll of' a reyise<l edi
tion or all the v•·eten'derl expositions <if mnsout•y that hnd 
been produced for the past two hnndt·ed ~-ear,., nppointed 
(·ommittees fm· a genernl erusa<lH against the institution. 
and adjoume1l to ntf.'Pt agniu on the lhurth of .July. 

The popul:u· feeling was now l'ipe for the exe'tement 
.wltk•h followed, whil-ll' has scan,ely a tmrallt•l in this or any 
dviliZ(!d <·ountry. ·· Anti-mnsonie i:ommitti{;s h:ul heeo 
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form<.•1l in tlw s<•n•ml t'IHilltit•s, with thl' 11\' llW<'<I nhjt•1·t tu 
tlist·on~r the my;;h•t-y of :\lorl-{:tn's t•xit :uul hl'ing the guilty 
to puuishml'nt. ThN•<' t'tlllJJJJit.tt•es nwt anti eommenl't-d 
their wofk nt Lewiston in · )lan·h, 18:li, nud n <·ompl('t(• 
organization w:ts etl'eett•tl ~ 1h·ive the ma~<nnie institution 
from the land. 

This t·ommittec I'Uilst•d notie~;; to he publish<'ll t·outai n
ing statcnwnt!i of fuets and t•it·t•nmshuwt•<l, so far as ascl•r 
t:Jineli, and dcsire1l nil who possess<•<! any knowll'clg<' or iu 
formation whatt•Yet· in r<·btiun to <'ithet· the ab1lnt·tion or 
murder ot' ))organ. to cmnmnnit•:ttc the same wit.hont delay 
to some one of the t•ommittee. A request was also sent to 
(;m·et·not· Clinton, 1lesiring his aill. It wuH prompt),,· 
gmnted and a prodnmntion imnwdiat~>ly issued, otf'el'ing :1 

n~ward of t2,000, an1l requiring the aid of every law-abid
ing citizen, anti granting purdon to neeomplic<'s, that should 
give cvidenec in the case. 

On the other hand the mnsonic bodies everywhere clis
claimed all knowledge OJ' approval or the outrage, and th~ 
Grand Royal Ard1 Chaptm· of N<'w York at its Annual 
Convocation in FebrnaQ', 1827, in which more tban OD<! 
hundred subm·dinate Chaptet·s were l't'Vl'esented, passed. 
unanimously, tlu• t'oiJowing rE'solution: 

"REsoLVED, By this Gran1l Chaptt~r, that we, its mem
hcrs, individually, and as a bocly, do diSt·!aim all knowledgE' 
m· approbation of proceedings in relation to the abduction 
or William Morgan, and that we disapprove ot' .tbe same as 
a violation of the majesty or the laws, and an infringement 
on the rights of pe1·sonal liberty secured to e\'ery citizen of 
our free and happy republie." 

Similar resolutions were passed in most of' the subor
dinate Chapters in the State, and also by many or the blue 
J..cxlges, who aYowetl their most solemn condemnation of all 
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who ha,<l IJecn engage(! in such unla.wl'nl pmcE.>edings. Some 
of them at once instituted proeee<lings to summon their mem
herR who were charged as having heen t·onnectell with the 
nhdu<·tion, and the highest ptnmlty known to mal<onic law 
-expulsion-was inflit·ted in several cast't' . . These meas
\ll'C~<, howeYPr, were scouted tlS insincere, and the Anti-ma:
sons would listen to nothmg saYr.> the cutil'(• dt>struction or 
the institution. 

POLITICAL AN'fl-~IASONR~. 

The excited state of the public mind was now sr.>ized 
upon by eertain ambitious and unscrupulous politicians to 
organize a political party wbe~·r.>by they hope(! to l'ide into 
power. Through the sece(lers' con\'ention, at Leroy, and 
~1e Anti -masonic committee, as organizetl at Lewiston, the 
germ of a powerful politicll.l pa1ty was formed. Thnl'low 
W el.'d, then editor of a small newspaper, at Rochester, 
changed its name to the "Anti-~lasonic Inquire•·," and 
became a most prominent and active leader. The grt!&t 
talents and energy of Weed as a jour11alist and political 
leader, soon h1·ought the m·gaoization into complete "~'fork
ing ortler. He was assisted by muny of the most cffectn·e 
and talented men of ~'estern New Y m·k, among whom were 
Wm. H. Seward, Ft·ancis Grange•·· John C. Hp(•occr, .Myron 
Holley. Frederick Whittlesey,. Robett 8. Ros(>, ~olomon 
Southwi<·k, Albe1t H. Tracy, and others. The plan was to 
arouse every passion in the masse11 and embitter them 

,against the institution of Free-masonry and all secret 
sodeties. l<'or this purpose they detel'lnined to make the 
most out of the Morgan affair. They proclaimed that Mor
gan was abducted pursuant to the requirements of Masonry. 
They asserted, and the assertion wae reiterated, that the 
whole frateruity were chargeable with shc<Jding his blood. 
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Al\ll(lt"TIIIN !IF ~OIWAN. 

Ohst'I'Y<'I"," nt Alhn.ny. Tlw otlwr!-1 W<'l't~ mostl.r 1!111 

to unci mt'l'<' t'l'hot•s ol' tht•sp mastt•1· julll'n:tli.-t!-1. ) 
tnl'll of the t~pil'it of tht•!W h•ntl<'rs tlw followin 
from Southwit·k will givt• nn ich•n with whnt lite 
tlwy t'nruit~hP : I the pt>oplP: 

•·Anti·tnllSOIII',\' KJII'lllll-{ fmm the tlli'OilP Ol 

1:11cler HiM Ahnight,\' wing··, it will conqu<'l' 'll<•ll 
pit~<·<·,· und l't•lh•em OUI't•onntry from vile Alan·•·.v n1 
t•hains-J'mm t•tt•rnul clis;.ci'IH't'; frout PYCI'Iasting 
tlt•gr~ttlution . Tlw mnn who ht•sitntt•s to snppo1 
<'11111'11', Mtnhs hiM eon11try aucl di~:~honOI'K hit~ ereutoa 
Mtll'h mn11 111~ tl'llstecl....:..l<•t him livt• n<·;.clc<·~t-<1 1111 
piti<•tlllllll ch•t~pitwcl, nntl lt>t no monunwnt t<'ll hi 
point to tlw 11pot whcl'll his I'Ct'l'l'tlllt IIMh<•K pollut 
thnt. gnn• him hia·th." 

'l'h<'RC wm·th i<'t~-W t•etl nll<l South wi<·k-li I 
hrotht-r!! <'ontiiuH·Il giving tone to the Anti-mn!.!< 
and t~lutpong all the polit·y of tlw part,r, until W t!t~• 
to Albany in 18:10 IIIIU took t•hurge or tilt' .Journu 
111111 Southwkk soon quarrelltld,-anll W twtl. tlron~ I 
<·ondjuto•· from the tripod. 

Tilt•: LAW JN\'nK•:o. 

W ltl'rl\llt!l W<'r<' iKwuecl nntl tl'iniK institutt" 
ltumher, and each snt·t·t•<'diug tla.\' lmmght to li~ 

hrood of t~tories of viul('nc<·, bloo1l uotl murtlt•J' 
<Ill<' ot' tlwse trials was ioing on at HntaYill ng-11 
une who Wlls sup~('cl to have hel'll ''onnet:tetl w 

fair, with u huntiJ·I'<l OJ' mm·e witneHS<'K tmbptl!lllle· 
w11.11 set alloat tbnt Morgau'11 body had hceu ti 
would be pre11eot at the place of trinl, while e' 
tale that conJ<l possible int\ume tht~ paHKiOiltl o( 

tude, waa in\·oked a111l s ... t afloat. Likt! a secthh11 
the upheaving or publk opinicm was aroust'd a1 
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t·~·rpl'!. rnf,,ll'~ 111' thl" IIUli 'IIW' nud t.h•·ir """'"'inf,1•11, B,\ tlr.tt 
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l111ppy. T 11WII trlt'l•tlug WM'tl I'HII~ u l Ill IIH• ~I·Vt•r•n l t·tllllltl••>~, 

untl n mo~t l'orlnidlibl~· tii 'J!IIIIil.ltl.lllu ~'~"'' r• :f .. ~·tPIL'' 
Tlw Antlmll~oult· l•ltllllllit.l.~·l· Wl'llt 111 Wfll'k to rnl<1• tlw 

/'l:lng111'fl rlVf'l' u11d 11 JIIH't,ioll of' Lhl' IVII.It•1'14 uJ' Lull • Ont.ur·i11, 
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C'itt· rui•J,f. ,,roi'''' .L!'' d, Thi hu ~ irlf'~~< wn ~ t'lllldtH't,t·d with 
~I' •nt ;f,('ld fiJI ' '1111111' IIJ IIDI./11>11 l111 f 1111 ~·101';,{11 11 WIIU f111111d . ,Vc-1• 
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11t!111' tl10 ruouth of' 0 Hk 01't·lturli CrN•k 1111 Llw 141 101'1' ,,r 
Lnlll' Outnl'io1 wlti1 ·h IIJIJII 'I II't•d t11 11 111' 1' hc•1•11 lt•f't thPrt: h,v 
tlu• Wll\'('11. l!t• !ng l11 n lti t.d r iol'!lllt• 11f' di'I'IH11poM1tl o11, lt, wu~ 
l111rif'd, ft 111 1011 ti! pren ll th~·flll~llllll 1 . IJw MIII'I'OIIIIdin).! l'ltllll 
try tl.ut it wH~ :\lorg-11 11' " l tt)d,Y. Th .. ,\ nl i lllft '-lnni1• 1'11111· 

miU.t ·l·, IH1tllll'd ''·" w !'I 'd II"" Wllit t.II'III',Y• or llot•III ·~ Lt· l', /'(• 
)'1'\lr't•d to 1.1111 pin''" nf ltu l'inl, Till' h••d ,y 11'11 1<1 d i11 i nl.cot'rl•d . 
:\11'11, ~lltl'g'l l/1 Wll~ ('1111\'1•,\'f•d rrnm 1\ut.ll lin t•l Ouk Ot•t· lutt·d, 
0 11'1 htill•l ' Wit.lfl' klll''l II II b Jtll'lllll'ti f'l ' (llll (IVI'I I ll ~ l 'l'lfl .t>, • di ~o~ fu 111'1°, 

'I'h1• ltt~ol .v lrfl\'1111{ lrl'!'ll dvnd, fUll It wrtll ,,n .. ,•wtH'd l'''t"'""• 
111111' 1' tilflll Rl:< llllllllJ1 11, It Wll'l ill )111111' l'OJrdltl(m tfl l11• 
ltli•nt,lfll'd, I''Ct 'I' Jit Jll' rhllpk, ''· 11 .. 1•loth u•r, f.t•l•t.h, l111ir 
w· l11•i ~ lrt. l11 ""ILI11•t' ol' t.ht ·Fw did II. ,.,,, . ,.l'ilflllllllt~t~t· , . ..,.,,.rn 
hit• Mot'J.!II.n. ~fr-11. :\forw w ut. ()111'1' tlc•t• lJirt•fl t.lwt. thr 
t• lo1h t•ll W('l'l ' IIOt tht• IIIII'" 111'1' hlll'!hlllllf WIII'C' he II Ju I •f't. 
Bu.tnvin. Bnt thr A uti mn l'lmdt· t•rmtrnillt•r wt•l't' clt •l.t•l'minNI 

to lmvt·l proJHliiiW •rll\lllri!IIJI'"· A Jur,v 111' i11rpw t WHH '" 
punru ll d nrul wittll" ~~· c•'CIIlnlu ·d, wht• tt tllit•t•· m pc> rRttll ~< 

WN III!I'Cil'JI wlw nil rlOJICIH d tl•nt ·ltt•y krH•W it to he• thc• 
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t·oulimt thl• utlwr 1\'ittwt~~c~. hut wn~ much It·>~~ clt•t·idt•t 
her opiniuu. 

Tlw jur~· hrou:.rht in n n•t·dit"t thnt it wn~ tlw 11111 

rt•mnin~<~ nt' \\'illi11m :\lnrgnn. uutl thnt h<· t·nm<• tH hi~<~ ''' 
hy clmwuin)!. All clnuht~ now Wt'l't• d<•<·llll'('c\ rt•IIICI\'t•d f 
tlw puhlit• mitHl. Tlw multit111h• ltot·kt•ll tn tlw fmwml 
t'I'K~<illu. Tht> hucl~· wn~ n•movPcl to Bntnvi:t unch·r· 
:IUMJ>il'(·~ nr tht' Anti ·11111~011 i<· t'llllllll i ttt•c. II nd ll 1'""'1 
fun<•ml lwld, al'tl'l' which it wns n~-tniu intl•rt'('(l. "ThP ,., 
\'(•JI;_{I'IIIH't' ng!lillto~t tJW IOIIHIIIIS WIIM IIOW 1111 th1• ht'I'C'Z(•, 

thu gho,;t of )fmwm wn'l 1mill t.o wnlk." 

But tlw 11t11r.~ ~JII'<•rul mul tlw m•wspttpl'l'>~ l'riiTi<·'l 
iutt•lligt·IH't' t'\'t'll to tht• nthet· ~ich• of th~ lJ(ml<·t·, unt 
re:wht•tl tht• cut·~ of th<• rt•nl witluw of the ch'IIWIIt•d 1111111. 

muu hy the unmt• of Timnth,r .Mntll'llt', living nt Xt•ll' 
Cauuuht, iu nttPmptiug to t•t·oss tlw Niagarn t•in•t' on tlu 
tht• spring pn•viou11. lmcl IH•t•n drowned. A th•llniptio 
tlw dotJH's founcl .,(Ill tlw kliJIJIO~('(l huc)y of )Jorgall, 
chu·t>tl ~lrr.. )lotll'cw to ht•lit•n• it Willi tht• hody of 
clrowtu•1l hus":utcl. :o;hc tlwrt>liu·e in t·ompltll,\' with >1 

friend:; t'Ppuin·tl to Btttuvin null clt>mnndt•cl u r<•-iu\'t'stignl 
Tlw ill-l'nt<•tl "ucly which was not allnwt•<l to J'l'tnuin q 
iu tht> wntet'!! wht•t'l' tl!t' soul hncl ldt it, wus IJot 
mittecl to lie in peut•t• in earth, null Wll:-1 again cli!lintt•r 
At thi11 sct·oucl incpw~t. it was most. irrcfrugihl.v pn 
\rhut it waH th<• idt•nti<·nl hmly of Timothy 1\fmtro<•, uucl 
thnt of Mot·gun. )I rH. :\loni'OI' Hptwifit>cl h<•lhrc Hceiug t 
t·«.>rtuiu at·tidt•s of clr<•sH whieh shl• mndc with her 
haodt~, &IIU whi<·h Wtli'C foltUd l'Xnt•tJ_v liS Shl• atatctl. 
great numlwt· of tlw partil'ului'H llpe<·ifil'd ou oath be 
the first jury proved lA• he tutnlly fahw. and tb<• twcoud 
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J•,, t•fl (AI l1i <Ia.~· 1\'t• •tt'l!:ll ,., tttlll1 •·•I 
1'''1"''" 1111• ab•cl't• NJI~ ·m•t• 1 1111' III'I;LIII •1f 

tAl ' '/HII'l•H'I \\'t•t•r l. , til•' cllMIIIl.c•rmt·fll 11f l ufll'lll" 

111: lu , , 1 lw liwc• ••f tlu· itup••· t 1 t ( ):t~ Ort·ho l ; ,. lc • 
l'Ud Whittl<•:><~)' hwl vi~w,.cl tlw l1o•ly, tlwy ut ouce cli~;
•~n· I that it wa111 uot th11t of .\fc,rgun. l111th of wlwm . w~r.:
wdl :U'<tiHtiutt~tl with hi111, rwcl kiWW l'l'I'Y W1•Jl that h<• Wl£8 

ha l•l till t lw u 'fJ 11f tlw lwwl. rut <I IWVJ'I' Will'&• wh iwkl'rl!i, 
Thi~; 1/(Jcly hacl 'JIIitt~ a tuft of hair wlt~•n• :\forguu wat~ 

IJalcl. nu•l al~;•1 ••II tme ~;ide •1f lti_. fa•·•~ :t IHu~l•,\' whh;k;•r. tl•~ 
lltlll'l' 1111\', fi'OIII tlw p11li'H ~;tate• 11f th•• flt•t;ll Wlil'l ;!lllll', I~Vi · 

dc~utly h:n·iu.:t lw<·ll w:u;lw•l 11 w:ry lc.r tlw wute~•·· \\' '"'" ttnd 
Whittlc•s••.\' wu w tl1at If tlw '"'"Y wa,.. ~o~t•tm hy tho>~t> wh'l had 
kuowu lftll·g:w, ur h_r his wir,~. that it 14'tlllld lit! at om·<~ 

pt'liiWIIIH'ed "''' tlw t of lf '"';l:t u',., llu•l t lw.v '''1111•1 cmt JII'O\'<' 
that u murder lw.t 111~1'11 <:<lllllllittt••l. J( wa.; r••JKII'Uld tlat 
W'"~'l pt·ivat~·l.\' tuutilat~··l tlw '"~'~ .\' h.v pulliug out tlw hair 
au•l IJ•a\·ing till' :;c·~tlp aut! l'iJe<~k hat·•· ali ll•wgan'~t WM-11 ~~~-

1llrl' hi~t •lillaJII"'lil'ttUN•, wheu lw rt!fllllrkl!d te1 Whittle~~e,r: 

''/I fcttl {JIJIJ{/ illltJII!fh Jftn'ffiUt 'fl// fl(ler fdt!t:fVJJI/'' Ju jUif· 

tl('(! to )f r. \\' e•••l, who i111 111till li\'iJJg· at " gt"wl 11ld agt!, it 

"""'''" lw ltt:tt•!•l tllllt it ;_. "'''·" tlt)IJI!trul j( Jw lt'S.If guilty or 
IIUdJ a d••IWI'I'Ittitlll "' tlw cl••ucl. Jt wa" t•fuu·g, .. t agaiu~St 
hitn, lwwi•Vet•, l1)' hiw l"'litic·ttl lljljiOIWJJt_., and l'lfJ.Ieelall' 
reitJ>I'at-l!d hy tlw Alhuny ArguH, u(w•· h•~ removed tu AII.1110Y 
ln IH:W; he t~il••utl,r J"!rmittRd it to reuudu urwtmtradid.1~l 
until11o14e ~~~ Y'~•r~t arwrwardw, wlum Henry O'Reilly, tbt>11 
editm ,,r the Rocb•••ter Haily A•lvt!rti~~er, reJ~HtR..I! it in th ... 
beat of a political exdtetnt>nt, uu•l W e••d luurul«ll&tely l!clfiJ · 
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menced u lilwl suit :lg:tiu:;t the pnhli,;lwr·:< of that I'll! 
laying his d:unagcs. if I n·nwmlwr rightly, nt *:!O.Ol)O. · 
case was ucn~r lorought to trinl. :uul tlw tlt'h'lltl:lllt:< 111 

some kit11l of :1 tlisduinwr whil'h ~ati.-tic.J tlw wouu 
feelings of \\' t't>• l. 

1:\S.\SIT\: ..\:\LI ~'A:SA'l'll' l8:11. 

The nrtilit· of ~lurl!all :111d tht~ 111\'Stl'r\' surt"((lllltling 
fate, w'as pt·ep;nant with woiuh't' fl"((lll th<• l~egining, Dt~ 
the highest pitt'lt of excitement there wert• not w:ut 
people who. earried away hy insanity equal tt1 the tl:l .\ 

Salem witchcraft. came forw~nl nntl made t·onfe:-:<iot 
murderers. In one case a certain man hy the n:mw of · 
living in Erie co~Auty. published a card over his own ::;i 
tnre in the pape1·s, conft•ssing- with tite most impo 
solcm1nity, that he himself wus the murderet· ot' ~Im 
rot· which he supplit·nted the mct·e~· of G01l nn1l man. 
attractNI some notoriety, which was perhnp11 his JU( 

and was imprisoned, but. could not gnin a ma1·t.F's fum 
being hung. The Grnnrl Jm·y tlismis~l~d lum us bei 
eraz_y fanatic or moon-struck in the upper story. 

A man by the name of Sheldon, of very dissolut\ 
intemperate habits, and confined for debt nt the time 
gan was taken from jllil in Canandaigua, in a publil
room, while in a maudlin coudition of intoxication, ho 
of his being one ot the abductors and rnUJ'det·ers of 
gan. lie repeated the same story when partially sobe1 
twas very properly arrested and aent to jllil, but absol 
refused to dinlge who were his .&ocemplh;es in the c 
he COilfesaed. He was indicted and .tried UPQU b.is ow1 
feasion, but his friends ~ly pNved. aa alibi for. hin 
appeared . tha.t oa the night of ]lorg&ll'i abductioQ lu 
lll a debau.ched condition, in bed .cmd in a drullken sl 
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an1l was nnt oil' tlw dl'hlm'~ lilllit.K iu ( 'auuud tigun fhr 
Hlllul.llto ul'tt'l'' ltt·d~. , ' nt11ithstnudiu~. IHiwt•vt•t', Lilt' .\uti· 
mu~ouit • illl',l ', whit•h lwd ht•t•JI nr,~~;:ntbw!ll.ot•oul lt•l, hrun • hl 
111 a Vt• J·tl it•t ul' g-uilt •. .Judg-e Thrnop, who wn" tl11•11 Cit 
l ' llit ,J udg-t•, 1111d lll'fill'(l wh11111 ht· wu,~ t.l'il'd, ill Jliiii iCi ll' !It'll· 

l!'lll'l' upon ltirn, ~:litl, t.hat, alth.,ug-h t.hl'l'l' l111rl not. IH't'll '' 
fllll'tidt• of('\ ii[('1W(IIII\ tiJI' tt•i:lJ to Jll'OVI' hi111 uilly tlf th • 
crime <:laaa·g-t•li in the inlih·tmeut, 'uoa· tli<l lw himself heliel'c~ 
him g-uilty, ,V<~t ns lw hut! h(lltMtt•d thnt ht• ktww nhout tht• 
<·a·iuw, ami the only apolog-y l.ae htt<l ott't•t·cll to tlw t·out·t nn<l 
jua·y WllM the ung-t•twiou!-1 mw ot' hc~iug- a ''/itt~· and dt•u•km·tl !" 
th<'t'Piht·c the (~cmrt Hentt~nce<l him to tht·t~l' moutlu~ t'<mflnE'
mcut in the t·ouut.Y jnil, not for nhchwtinn, hut fhr lying 
nnd tla·unlwnawHM. 

Notwithstanding- all the pt't•ttm•lt•d <'Xpnsitions of tlw 
H<'rn•ts ot' Frec·maHonr.v puhlishe<l by :\fill<'t', nnd the MII)J· 

plcmcntul pnhlicutions of OirhlingM nnd Ber·nm·d, the mind"' 
of the vulg-ar were not sntild\ed-they hE>Iilwed the inRtitu· 
tion much worse than represented. The phnntnAies of in· 
sanity knew no hounds, and the hoa·rihh• Rtoa·ics of hloo<l an<l 
mur<l<'r no end. Many hecnmc tlw mer·e puppets of rlclu· 
sion and believed every horrible tale that wa11 tol1i. Amidst 
thi11 state of insane raYing11 there appeared in the streets of 
Canandaigua, a crazy mountehank that for audacity and 
irliot<~y S(~arc<'ly ever had a parallel in human Iunney. He 
had been an itinerant preacher of some sort of reli~ious 
Tiews, but, I believe, never a llcenaed minister of any sect. 
To give ~orne Idea or hts fertile imagination and crazy 
deliriums, we subjoin, In rmbstance, one or hre bal'ftngues as 
near as it can now be t-ememberecl. He commenced by 
Haying he bad year& gone by, joined the Pree·Dia&ona an~ 
be proposed to give hie · gnplng ILmUence· a tntbe\antiaJ 
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uccount of ull the doings ot' that institution, nnd then 
bt-anched oft' by rE'citing sundry mystt~rious eirrumst:tncHs 
whieh hefE.'II hi)n, as a membet· of tlw fmternity, that had 
not been develope.i hy ::\fot·gan Ol' other Jll'etL•nded1mpf,stet·s 
of the institution. H<' said that ns soon as one was initiatPd 
he was "lr1.~pired by tlte det•il," whieh in his (•nse was as fol
lows: As soon ns he was let into the thll'k seer·etR ot' the 
Lodge an t>lder mason began to pr·actice pranks of a Ye.l'y 
disagreeable quality upon hi11 pet·son, whet·enpon, being 
moYed h.r an ililp ot' hell, which the presiding mnstet· ha1l 
engaged t'ot· his pt·oteetion, he straightway, with one of the 
Rwm·ds whieh :ue always r·eadJ for use in the Lodge, sev
et·e•l Ius t·ight leg ft~C\JD his body, nnd standing upon h .s 
l(>ft, he gave the old niason who had excorcise•l him sueh a 
eastigatiou with it that he was constrained to ftee from his 
sight in affright. He then returned the leg to its place, 
and no lameness was the consequen(·e. This devil stood 
hy him a long time, but he having revealed to a friend 
~>ome of the mysteries of masonry, the imp gave him over 
to the Lodge to be dealt with according to masonic law. 
He was ••abducted" and strangled to death. But the devil 
again proved his fl'iend and restored him to animatiou, and 
took him to Europe, wher11 his a.dventllres were of a similar 
character as those of Baron .Munchausen. Suffice it to say 
he at last had his eyes Of>ened like St. Paul, and he deter
mined to get rid of the devil and Free-masonry, whieh by 
constant pt·ayera and performing numerous penanees be was 
enabled to do. He was then performing his mialon of de- . 
stroying the power of the devil on earth and when ibat wu 
done the hydra-headed monater of m...oory wootd· faU with 
it. His ravings provetl quite a performaace ta a tUa IOllria« 
Cl'OWd; and the roars Gf laUtJbtAer. 1rhiob · freqo...Uy:tnter-
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I'll ph•1\ I dill ""'I'll\ •tl to lw takPH 1 •,1' h lnt ful' 11ppluu 
wno~ d\JIIeulllo tuul, ·up ntw'~ miud 11 hl•t.IJPl' tlH• fl•llnw ' R 
l'l'lllly 110 l'ur d••lut•ul t•tl I !Jut Ill >~ tal1• wa tl11• wild 1'111 ir' col' 
n luura!it' lrua).(illa tlnu, or thal ot' 11 r<llllt• butllnrl>~t, 11 II• 
Wll H 11',\"ill g> to otl'sPI "''"~~' ul' tl11• rtdh•11lnu Htodt• ~•·t ulln11t 
l)l,oHt 111:I ,;OJII ',\, >Hill<' ul' wllil'lt 1\1'1'!' ol' 11 Hludlut·l•lull'lll"ll't', 
I L 11' :1 !1 ;.!'1'1\l'l'llll,\ lil'li, · lo ·d, hoWt'\'1' 1', tlud Ill' Wll 1lNU 111•.,1. 
8PV<'l'lll ,\'l'ILI'f< lntt•l' Itt• W!'llt about the \'Ollllti',Y Jli'Plll'hing 1111 

HUilll' otht•t' hobby Jw llllcl ndoptt•d, nud till' nnthot· hl'at·d 
him tJI'liVel' 011(' Of his !JiHI'Iliii'S\'S Ill ll I'OIIIltl',\' Ht'huoJ IJOIIHI' 
HOIIH' tl'll ,I'I'UI'H Jntt•t• wJ&it•h \VIIS II llliXtlll'l' of Hl'lltll' llllll 

liOIIHl'IIHt\ hnt mninl,r ot'thodnx. lie Hho~\'1'11 tlll'n uo Higns 
nt' inHanity exi~Ppt it h1• t.hnt nt the 1·lww Ill' mtul<' nnotiH't' 
uppointmPnt to jll'l'lll'h in the Hlllltl' httllst• U\'1' ,VI'lii'K nud a 
hnlf from tlwt Vl'l',l' dny, tlltd it iK ,;ni•l thnt Ill' did appear 
ut the appoillt.1•d tiuw tlltd •l<•lh·l't' n Vt•t',l' KI'IIKihle Ml'I'OIIlll. 

l\ltLII,\ lu•liet·ou~o~ nnd humot·ou~o~ H!'lmt•~o~ took plat•t• iu 
\'ILI'Wus ptU'tH of tlw I'Oltntry wlwt'<' the t'nnntit·iMm ot' Auti· 
mnsout',\' pt'l'\'ttilt••l. ~ome of th1• fmtt't'nity who Wt'l 'l' tinul 
of jokiu~ ft'll<(llt'lltl,Y plll,l'e•l 11harp pml'til'l', nllll mnn~· nn
ec<loteH lll'tl rclutL•ll, witty Hnying-H anti n•tortH uuulo, that 
could not fnil to miHe tlw t'iHihilitics of the most Htnitl, mul 
UI.JHtlt tlw f.{l'llVit~· of the moHt ,;olmun. A v<•t·y lhw old geu
tlcman in thv City of Rqdll'sttot·, n nwml1et' of tho Sul·iety 
of FriondH, WitH wry t'xplidt in duu·).(ing the cntlt·o body of 
.lfrctHilftYOUH with lUOI'gan's nnll'llcr, lltHl .avowed his belief 
that cv•lt'V uwmhot· Will! guilty. llo wa11 une day desrant· 
tiug on hi11 fnvorit<• amhjtlrt in pl't'senco of one of tho frtner
oity, when .,he following llhiloguo oocut·t·etl: 

MAsote ...... '1But, wy deal!' sir, you aro uuJEeneroull in oeu
turiog our .waole Ol'der for the t'aulta of tbo tew." 

Qu4UB-!''l'hou ·art wrong, thy wholo .fratoralty de-
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~rn· tH ht> ('<'Jlsun•d fo• not turn in~ the sinful out from 
:tmoug ~·<'-why tlon't thee get rid of the- wil'ketl. if ~- ... art' 
not all wicke«:" 

liA:'o~-:··Wh~·. my friend, if your story is to be
l>t>lie-n••l ""'-'did ,most etli.•t"tuall_r ritl our:.~e-h·es of ont> of 
tlu~m. hut yo:a untie-s kiekctl up stwh a •l--1 of a row 
about it. that \H' thought it lwst to let the- othe-rs remnin as 
they were!" 

.A laughable stor.\· of )forgan's ah<lndiou and munle-r 
was tultl ami p('rh:lth ht>lien•tl iu some rnml tlistrit·ts whe-rt• 
man_,. horrors we-r(' toltl anti tlistortt:>cl :l('t•onots bad gaine-d 
t'rt><letwt'. It was this: :\I organ snt in his h:H·k room at 
Bat:n·i:t late at night writing out his disdosnre-s. Be-ing 
\War.\· hi.' ha•l lain aside .his pen and was r<>~ling himself 
with a pnt of spruce- bet>r and :t dutt·h pipe-. wbt>u he dis 
•·owretl a pair of boots di.'SC('ntling the- ('himne-y-presentl~

:t pair of le:;~ m:ull.' thei•· :tppe:uant·c>. :\forgan was fright
t'nt'll--l':mt:L Claus ditl nm t>nter houses only in Oe-t·t>mhe-r. 
and this was l'('ptemht••·· In a few minutes on<' Jubdo 
Smith. wt>ll knO\vn to Morgan us a mason. stootl before- him 
(·nwre-.1 with soot, as tlw dtimnt>\' had not bet>n cleane-d for 

I" • -
~·t>an~. At first :\forgan took him for 11 more import.'lnt 
pennna)?:e, anti thou~ht his tim<> had t'OIDf'. But :o\mith 
brushed himself a littlt•, and ll(lrgan dhwo\·e-red "it was 
only an nge-ut of his sulphurou" maje~t.,·.'' ~mith imme<li
att>l~· ··hoodwinked'' )(organ and fa!>tene-d a"t·able- tow" about 
his waist. Two other sge-nts of tile de\·il, named Jube-la 
Jobn~u and Jubnlum Thompson, were on the- roof. who in
stantly pulled him up tht> chimnt>y fe-e-t lhremost. Smith 
foHowed-how be got up. no matter. but it waa all done in 
a few moments. A balloon with a small steam engine, re« 
b)· brimston<', waR ready into whi{'b Morgan wu fol'(·ed-



·H 

l1 • tiJrt•c• r·o11 pil•ut.n·· 1i,1!c,,n•ll. r111ol :111':1 ,\' thc·y ailt·• fell 
~i:I~·:JI':I, Tlw.1 "'"J!Pt·d at :1 pul.lio· ltoll.,l' 11J1 tl••· ll'lr k 1 •~ 

h1 :1 IIIU"IJII, W)ll'l'l' liH ',\' "II tloq), :( :.!ill I'IW){taiJ, ttllfl 8 ' 

" tJIIW r d lu·nl ll ;tfl. J () r_:.!a lt lw;.!-'t•d jl,,. Jd .. lif•·. hut t lu.' 
WIJII)I) llllt Ji .. tt •ll ttl hj o.; )ll':t,l'l•t. IHIL lill'l' t•d U14>J'I• j!ih d f!WII 

his thf·t,at uutil lw lu•c•alut• ·tupiolly i uL<r\"k:w·<l. l u whi ·h 
c·ort<litiou Ire· was clt~-;patc·lwd. 

HEYJ.I:;I 'TIIJ~S. 
I 

It tak<~s a philosophit·al miud to ret ·olwil<' the matl 
lh·uzy that owizc~d upon :t nwjorit.1· of the pc•oplt• iu \\' l'..;teru 
!'lew York in tlll'iJ' wa1· upou Fn~I'·JJJ:Isoury. [t uppt•an~ 

~;trange how KO iu 1·etc•rate a JWliWI'lrtion in tlw nineteenth 
t·cmtury 1'11111<1 ha1·c· prevaih•cl a;raiu,.;t iudi\'idnal~; awl a 
1>11eil'ty tl1at lw<l ~~xi..;tl~cl at l1·a~t l'iilll'e tlw t•al'lie!it date ut' 
Engli>~h histm·y, ancl wiJil-h ha•l ou itK r·,·~it;tc!J' !illl'h ;rloriow; 
tm<l illu-;triou.s JJ:tllH's a,; (;eor;t!' \\'a,..hiugtou, Bl'JJjawiu 
Frankliu, and ru,arly en,ry other· I'I'IICJWIII'U aiJCl rel1t'l'l!tl pat· 
ri<Jt of our patrioti<· 1'1!\'olutioa aud who h:t<l not at that tiuw 
laiu iu tlu:ir g"l':t\'t•,; Jon~ eJJ<HI;!h to han• he<~ll f<Jrgottcu, ~JJ' 

tlw r· I'X<,IlljJiary :J.IJ() wwful lh·l.'t; t-oo I'<•IJJIJtl! n,; uot to J,e the 
them1~ of praise ou every tou~ue. It was the .;:uue .;ort of 

·~;pirit whi<-h •tu·atl~ll tlw t.o11gs of St. Dowiuic·k, inveut<•tl 

t.IJUmll ISI'J'cws, :111d IHJI'III·d :111tl luwg "'itl:hc"; thf> .;aJm• 
that cau,;ctl Pa;tanl'i tc1 pcn;eeut!• Catlwlie Chrh;tian~;, Catlw
licK to per..,ecute Pr·~,u·~;taut.;, auJ Pro>~teJStaut EpiseopalianK 
to per~oecuw Prote.;tant J'uritaut>i, and l'rote.;tant Puritan~; 
yJ pei'K(!I:UW l'mte~;taut Quaker,; n111l other non-Puritan 
Pwt~•taut nccte. ,Strange iu<lecd at tl1at age of culight. 
uumt. that any m·llcJ· of thin~~;. eould lHn·c arou~;cd ~>UI'b 

a protK:ripti\'e crua;aue aguiunt a iltx:iety which had for 
tW many ceutur~~~ l.lceu honored, bccaut>e a few mcmiJer.s 
may have, under a tai~o~taken ~~ or mi~;gui,led notiouK of 
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mnsonie obligntlonH, <·nrt·lmt oft' n eet·taltt 1 

infert'nee that hr hntl hl.'('ll mnt·<kt'e<l. It , 
lmlM Mtrnnge hnd the 1wople helim·t•rl in gl11 
haunted honRes; in 11igns, omenM nnd <len 
t•m'ticulat·ly that tlw !levi! wnR !\ wondl't'ful 
nge, entering Into ol<l women, nep;resHt'H tut 
ncs!l, and thl'rc pln_ring all RortM uf wi<•k 
hum:\nity. Rut the poople g<•net·all~· heli 
hup;hl'tlrM, ,\'<'t 1\ \'l'l'tllin \'lllMH RltOWI'tl nil 
mnlil.'e of ll<>monR nn<l wouht hnve Rllng ))!'; 

execution of n nutHon, :111 the nit\ Pm·itnnH of 
wh<>n "lmt·mleRs, lnnm•<>nt. girl waR hung 
nntl earth het·nuRe shf' lm<l hetm necnMe<l < 

foll.r of witcht•rl\ft! 
ANTl-~ ,\I!ONRT lN 'l'IIF. ~RIIIU'I 

Soon nl\er Weed nnd hiH asRodates hn 
i(·al Anti-mmmnic pnrt,r, and It had h<'<'llll 
land, tht• qu<>stiou of RP(·ret !looietiN! bee 
tn:tn~· of the dnm·h<'H, in the j<wnlity wh• 
party had 1\l•eu orgnnizml. 'l'hc qtwstion 
inRtitntlon nH Ft·ce -mnt~ont·y t•onRiHteut w 
nnd t•onld ll consistt.>nt anrl tt·ne suppottN 
11ame 'time ben Free-mR~on? These q1w~ti 

the Presbyterian, Congregational ntll\ R 
The !llethodistR 'W«m~ mort~ conHervative. nt 
Nll<'ieties for some time t•csiHt.cd all 11ttett\ 1 
auhject to distract tbeh· toun<~ilfl. ltat it 
tion of time-as thot•xl'it~mtnt itll't'l'l\8e<l i 
for any or ·the · evangclicnl etuu-ches to ltv• 
tiob. · A large protmrtlon or the M~hodl•l 
m~mbere of the fraternity, tnany C)f tlttem c 

their ~t~al In tl•mg A moral- tone to tile· 
7 
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Lodg1•s, :u; well as their unselfish devotion to the prouaga
tion of' the religion to which they h:ul <'onsecraterl their 
lin•s and energie8. The same may be said of man.r Bap
tist dergymeu hut they were not so numerous as those of 
the l\It>thodist. In the Episcopal church, always const>r
Yativc, but little agitation was allowed to disturh its har
mony. .\mong the Pr·eshyterian and Congregationa! clergy, 
it wnl-1 ran• that a mason could be found, and the excite
ment had H<·arcely commenced against masonry before they 
l1eg-an to denounce the institut1on in the most hitter and 
extravagant tet·mH fi'Om the pulpit, and joined with the 
po\itieal Anti-musons in a determination to exterminate the 
Order. Among the members of these ehurthes there were 
some who belonge1l to the L01lges and in many instance:;~ 
the main stay and support of theit· ret~pective societies. 
But as the Anti-masonic inlluenee increased, numbers of 
these yielded to the clamor and t·enotmced masonry for the 
sake of peace, and the apple of discord seemed never to 

cease. :Nearly all the members in the Baptist <•hurches 
yielded to the first demand and became the most violent, 
and those who remained were cited before an ecclesiastical 
court, and were expelled as unworthy members of Christ's 
ehurch, and denied the right of communion. Other 
churches followed and the religious denominations I have 
mentioned were soon purged of all taint of :Free-masonry 
in W es~ru New York. 

It is a little amu1ing to re&d th6 recorda of some of 
the chnreh trials which took place. When a brother was 
known to belong to the institution, he was immediately 
cited before the Presbytery or other judicial potter of 'tlle' 

·iet, ·, to show cause why he sboulll not be de Jt. with. 
bla •ppearing and demanding of what be wa accu ed 



AlWUCTION 01<' MORGAN, J7 ----- ---------------------'-----
he was asked it' be was a Free-mason. It' be replied in the 
affirmative, charges were preferred against hill'\ and he put 
upon his trial. The witneffi>es against him were usually 
seceding masons who were asked thcit· opinions of the evil 
influence of the Ordet·, and among this <:lass, willing wit
nesses were generally found to testify all that the prosc<•u
tors desired. Sometimes an honest, l'Ons<·ientious man 
would ,not testi(v ns it was expected. As a specimeu of 
these church trials I subjoin the testimony of two se<·eding 
masons., brought before n Baptist ehnreh in Danville, 
against some contumacious member who refused to dissolw 
his connection with the 0Pdot-. · The first are the questions 
pt·opounded and .the unswers of Rev. Henry Jones, who was 
pa!ltOI' of a Baptist Soeiet.r and had renounced mnsont·y on 
th~ (lemand of his <·ongregation, th:lt }Wnee might remain in 
his dnu-<•h: 

''i>id you whill• n member of the Lodge considet· the 
oaths vou had taken, eousistent with vour duties as a chris-
tian minister?'' • 

Ans.-"1 certainly did.'' . . 
"Did you not considet· yourself bound to exceute 'the 

pet,alty of· death UJ)on a meinher who should' diselose the 
secrets of masonry?" ; . ' 

Ans.-"1 am not willing to own that I,.wus en•r at 
heaMi a m:urderer." . [On ~he question being repe11ted and a 
definite answer requested, the answ_{'r was-"t did uot."l 

"Did' you suppose fi'Om ·anythin~ ~·on saw ·or hm11·d that 
your brethren with whom you associated, tclt that they 
ong1t4tto·take•the··.tife of any one ttl.at ebould diedoeeY" 
.. ·· AntW-t-'tNo uv.er." , ·· ,.. . . . . 

:'::P.i4 Y9.H ,pr ~·9w·. bretlar~n _s;!qn~j<ltr NP~&rselve~ bound 
\~ Y.of-e f9r _a bro£~er t;o a~y oftlc~ !U prr-fer~n<·e to another 
of equ~r qualtO:cat10ns?'' · · 

" A'hs,.:._'olf diti not.•' ' • 1" • • . · • • 

· "Db,.·yoU-edJllsidet>yhunelf IMJuac~t or·did .tae lllelllb~ra 
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of the Lod~E' l~IIIKiller themselves hound to scree-n fro111 
justil'C a hrothl'r who haul (•ommittl•tl a crime whid1 expoS('Il 
him to JllllliKhrm•nt by the c·i\'il luw!'" 

.Ans.-"1 nt•\·e•· ditl.'' 
"Did you ever hear any religiou11 t('netR or political 

principle-s <liSl' ll!ls<'ll in the I,.()(l~f-!'" 
Ans.-"Xo. On the cont1·ar·y it wa!l Ktr·ictly enjoine•l 

that u•> l!ll<'h !lit~cnt~sion (·oultl he allowt'<l." 
At the snme church trial another· llel·eding mason, h.r 

the name of Chit~holm, who was a l'1mdi<late on the Anti
masonic ticket for oflice, waH interro~ated in like manner, 
and gave aut~wm·s direct!,\- oppositt• to the He\'. brother, as 
follows: 

"Did nm c·<mside•· yourself while a memher of the 
Lodge houiHl by your oath to ex(•<·ute <Ieath upon u merobt•r 
who should !liAI'IO!!(! the secrets of masonry!"' 

Ans.-"1 did." 
"Did you consider all the members bound by tbe samt• 

oath to take the lite of him who should disclose!"' 
Ans.-"1 did." 
"Did you consider Jourself hound to vote foro. brother 

to any office in preference to another or equal qualification?" 
Ans.-•·I certainly rlid." 
''Did you consider yourself bound to Bl~reen from jus

tice a brother who had committed a crime which exposed 
him to punishment by the civil law?'' 

Ans.-"1 did." 
"Did yon e\·er hear any religious tenets or political 

principles discussed in the Lodge?" 
Ans.-"Very often." 

Such wu the oonru.cting testimony by which .it wu at
tempted by synods and ecclesiutic cour&. to draw oot the 
proceedings of the Lodges, and generally with about the 
same reault u given by the above two witnesses. 'those 
who could say the moat about the in1titutioa were ~eved 
by tbo.e wllo wiebed to favor the political . 1*'1 · theo 
becoming so potent. 
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In some cases this prosc1·iptive course was the means 
of entirely breaking up large and influential churches. I 
might mention one where it ended in the disruption of a 
very flourishing Baptist society, wbicO. worshipped in a 
handsome church edifice and was one of the most prosper
ous religious communities in Ontario county. In this con
gregation the1·e were many wealthy and respectable •mem
bers who were not only devoted to the Baptist mode of 
worship but were also prominent and zealous Free-masons. 
No soouer bad the fanaticism against masonry appeared, 
than the pastor, who was an eloquent preacher, but an in
tolerant bigot, began to thunder his anathemas against the 
Order, :t11d proclaimed that every person who did not im
mediately renounce his connection with such a "hell-begot
ten" society was destined to everlasting damnation, and no 
nfter repentance could atone for his wickedness. About 
one-half of the members sustained the pastor in his war 
upon the institution, and a lively time and many disg~·ace
ful scenes took place at several church meetings. The 
an ties. however, aided by political considerations and outside 
influence gained the day, and the masons were all expelled. 
Those who were left in the church were either unable or 
unwilling to bear the whole expense of keeping up the 
pastor's salary. and insisted on a reduction of Iii~ pay, 
which he declined to submit to, and aaotber disgraceful 

, quarrel was gotten up, which ended by another division 
that completely broke up the aociety. Tbe chJU'Qb edifi.CJ' 
was sold to the Universalists and is still owned and occu
pied by that denomiaation. 

BUt it need not tMt intened ·that th~ lJeiver..Jieu were 
e:s:empt &GDl the ill~atlon whidt ~· tbe·o*bel' M
uomiDatioll& Nearly all *he Uni:t~ ,__... trae 
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muf!ons, onw or them zenlmtR one~:~, unrt hut few, if ""·'·· .. r 
tilem C'''cr n•nouncPll their· nllrginu •r• t~• thr- Ot•1\l'r. But, 
there were many nf their pari~>hinnt•t·s , -lw t·mtltl nul with 
RturHl the outngion and it hl.'r·am ·a. inJuriOil!i itt thnt thin 
nthel' orictie . The dc•tl'l'lllillt'rl fiJIJlO~itiou ot ~nth oft n 
Ju·oke up tho r·clntion h<'twe<·n L'll'I'IU' IUL' Il und pN>ph•. On 
notable case waA that of the Yl.'nernhle Father· Stacy, an 
eloquent and unblemished Univer·snliAt lll'cn<·her, who had 
long heen the pa!ltor of a large soeiety at Hamilton, 1\latli
son county. A f<•w of his most infttwntinl members bl.'
came the most hitter pat·tisans against m:t~~oUt)'. unci refnse<l 
to commune with their pastor heenuse he was a mnson. 
These members at u chut·ch meeting, rlemanded that hr• 

/

should renounce the Ortlet·, or give up his po>~itiou ns pu>~
tor, as they said they "could not and woul<l not hear tlw 
gospel preached by a man who belonged to a scwiety whidr 
they believed had its OJ"igit1 in heathenish dat·k neRs: * • 

1 • * and which has hecn supported hy blood an<l nuu-
der ft·om its commetwement up to the pre,eut time."
Father Stacy ;•eplicd at ROme length in an eloquent defenet• 
of the institution, in which he said : "Do not nl'lk me to r('
nounce masonry, for I will not do it. An<l I · now say onee 
for all, yon have no hmrineRs with it--it is a matter exdu
sively between my own oonscicnce and my Go{i; and I feel 
no accountabiHty to yon on the snhjeet. I will' enter into no 
compact With ·you abrntt it, nm· agree not to sit in a Lodgl'. 
I will · do eo if I vlease, and as o~ten aR I 1Jlease, without. 
asking your liberty. I will ha-ve my lil1erty in this respect : 
and while I accord to you equal liberty, I heg o4 you nev('r { 
agoio-te W.'biudbjeot be. brought. ini:Q tlae chunch." &t th1·, 
faaatiea.were ~ appeued,. &Dd .Mr. l.iltacy. voluotarUy ljil'j 
ered a.lcoeaectioa. W'Uh tbe socie~y and . removed \0 th/ 
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\\Test. A few yeat·s after, when the excitement had lost its 
pow;.H-, his pet·secutot·s begged him· to retnm, acknowlrdging 
tlwi r en·or and their folly. _ 

Similar occun·ences took place in a good many places 
where flomishing churches wet·e destroyed which took many 
long years for them to recover their lost ground. 

POLITICAL PUOSCRIPTION OJ.' MASONS. 

As soon as the Anti-masonic party had gained the 
ascendancy in Western .N ~w York, anti elel~ted the town and 
c-ounty officet·s, a general pmscripth.m of all who belonged 
tu the masonic Order, who would not renounce their adhe
sion to it, were stricken from the jury list an~l were allowed 
no rights which Anti-mason8 "were bound to respect." 
The Anti-masonic pat·tisans affected so firmly to believe 
that M01·gan was murdered, that any man who dared to ex
press any doubt on the subject, was looked upon as dts
honest. A Mason's integrity, no matter how well it may 
have heen established, was now questioned. It was eno~h, 
as some of the leaders asserted, that they knew the whole 
fraternity wet·e accessory to that murder, and there were 
fanatics enough to believe them, "when there was presented 
to them a blank deposition stating that some renegade said 
so, the question was in their view settled, although the man 
who may have pretended to say so, was admitted to be a.n. 
infamous scoumh·el, who would not be credited in a court 
of justh.•e." 

Hundreds of masons now renounced their further ad
hesion to the institution and -were immediately received 
into the open ranb of the Anti-masonic party, and many 
of them rewanled wjth offices. Those who still maintained 
their faith in the institution ceased to ma)te any further 
efforts to justify the inetUiuqon. They still claimed that 
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tlwy would not hrlit•ve that :Mor~an was murder~d by the 
ma>~ons until ('\"illenee of the fat•t was produced. That :m 
nut1·agr wa!4 t·ommitt('(l upon his person in hill ahflm·tiuu. 
an ontrngt• no lr>~s against the prineiple!4 of musonr~· than 
again!!t the laws of the land, they were free to admit. :1:< 

well a>~ to •·ensure, and hoped and truste1l that those wi1n 
were enguge1l in it wool!l be made to suffer the punishment 
duP their <·rime!4. But they said they nenr would <.·on~nt 

tn S<'<' tiH' inno<:rnt suffer for the mhulee«ls of thP gnilt_\·. 
!H"SPEN!!ION 0)' JIA!!ONIC l.oma:s. 

In tltill !;t:lte of affairs aml the high excitemt'nt in tht' 
puhlit· min•l, it was deemed he11t hy the leading masons of 
Western ~ew Y ?rk and el!!ewher<•. to !Ius pend all work nr 
mretings in masonic bodies where the e:s:citement pre,·aile•l. 
'fhl'se sugge11tions were ,-ery generally complied ~ith. an•l 
·a majol"ity of the J..,odge!! and Chapters surrt'n1lered tht>ir 
t•harter!!, jewels, furniture and regalia to the grand bodi(':
from which their charters had heen gran~ed. There were 
BO~e, howewr, who dicl not det>m it net·essary to do 81>. 

ond<:r the prophetic belief that the persecution or their 
Order ll"ould be oniJ· temporary and in a few years masonry 
woul!l again become the respe<:table and leading hene¥o
lent f!ociety it had heen. They however suspended all 
work, and if they hel1l meetings, they were as secret from 
the· public eye as their own inner ceremonies. A Lodgt> 
and Chapter in Canandaigua both refused to surrender their 
cbartel's, but lo~ked up their hall in which their meetings 
bad been held, and an incendiary tire burned the building 
and all its contentH in a short time afterwards. In Roobes
ter, the Lodge, Chapter and Comma11dery also declined for 
a long time to surrender their organizations, secretly met 
and held their meetings, but were ftnally compelled to yield 
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to tile clamor of the mob. In 18:W they r<>turned their 
t:harwrs, aoHl masonr·y ceasecf in that dty ulso for f>l)ffiC 

,rears. In Batavia; J,ockport, Lcro.\·. and nenrly all the 
promino~nt villages, th~ Choler yiclolnrl upon the fir;;t •le
mand. 

The organization of Odd Fellowship, which nt t.hi!l 
tim<' was attracting some nttention, nlso met with n like op
position aud condemnation from the fnnatil'nl z<>nl of tlw 
hour. It was d<>clarcd that Od•l Fellowship wn>~ but nuotlwr
{orrn of masonry, equally pernieimis, equally ahhorrent ancl 
abominable, nod must h<• exterminntccl and driven fmm the 
land. This retar·ded the growth of that in~titution fru· a 
numher of years, but on its r·eviul it did not met•t with that 
irwett•rnte opposition which had b<>cn ex<•r1:i:::eol against 
f.'ree-masoury. 

A t'UAPTEit U.S PIILITil'S. 

Early iu tlw year 1827, as hcfm·e referred to, ecr1nin 
politil'ians went \'igoi'Ciusly to work noel org:mizeol a )lO\WJ'· 

ful political party osten;;ihly founded on the oppGsition to 
the institution of Free-masonr_, .• but including opposition to 
all other secn>t. socteties. It had its hirth. at the eonvcn· 
tion }lt Lewistou in )larch. 1~27, and soon gr·cw to a fonni
dable ~'Yer. Tl~e other political. parties in X<>w York w<·r<' 
the old Republican or I>cmocrn.ti<" par·ty. and the old Fe•l
eral :l>ar~ywhi~h h:ul snpportcll :me} elel'tP•I De\Vitt Clinton 
Governor for a number of t<>rms. \\' t'Stl'r·n X<'w York hntl 
alw:~~:s been .1;1ueh attudJNl to the fedc•ral. party.' tlie inhah
itnnts . bcjug .almost "·.h_oHy ~('W Englan•lers aij(t their d<·~ 
!l<·eudl;lnts. .. But. although Clinton neYCI,' <·laiuwd to },(~ u 
Fedcrai.ist.,:-v~~ ,lw ha~.l heen suppor·ted· by' that rmrt~: :tgninst 
~adieon in f812, for Presitlent.,.:uid owing to his pop'n1nrity 
BS projectOr'of tfw--~rie 'Clin'al; tht'y 'could alw:i_ys SU<'<'<'eil 
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iu (•ledirtK him GtWPrnor of thl.l ~tate aguin ·t any rl.'gulur 
c:wdidntc of the Republic·an 1>:11'1,'', which tlu~.r cuulll unt 
dl! l•.r runn.ng nn nut anti out F ,l!•a•ali t, n the Eastern 
l'Oillltie!l WCJ'(' strongly Rcpllhlil'IUI. Tid~; part,\' that nv· 
portcLl 'linton, hnd ut~en yclrpt "Ciin.,·tnil~;,'' by·tbc>it· oppc 
ncuts, who retortetl IJ,\' calli ng the •·egula1· Hepatblicans 
"Buck-tails," but the Clinton inns about thia time had adopted 
the name ot' ··~ationnl Republicans." The organize1·s and 
.leaden" of the Anti-masonic pa'l'ty were mainly old Feder
lllisbl and had supported Clinton. Clinton was a mason of 
a high rlegree, ami was at the time GratHl High PriP.st of 
tlw Royal Ard1 Chapter of the St:Jtt', which, of course, 
thr~w him out of the pale of the new synagogue. The 
candidates before the people for President were John 
Quincy Adams and Andrew .Jackson, tlw former supported 
hy the National Repuhlkans or .Fedemlists, and the Jat.ter 
by the Democrat!! or old line Republi<'nns. In the first elec
tion after the organization (in :Non~mber, 1827,) Genesee 
and a few othet· counties were carried Of\ pure Anti-masonic 
tickets, and a number of Anti-masons were elected to the 
State Assembly. On the lltb of l<'ebl'uary, 1828, Governor 
Clinton suddenly died at the Exctmtive Mansion in AlbanJ, 
by a stroke of para(ysis. It is said that he bad previous 
to his death declared in favor of Jackson against -Adams, 
und if he had lived would have been again elected Gover· 
nor on the Democratic ticket, and then have received an 
appointment in Gen. Jackson's Cabinet. His death there· 
fore was supposed to have had a better influence in aug· 
menting the Anti masonic ranks than if he had lived. 

In 1828, the Anti-masons nominated l<'rancis Granger 
for Governor, but be declined and accepted tl.te nomination 
tor Lieut. Governor on the National ticket. He did all bt 
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\'Ould to induce the unties to drop theh· State tid.>et, hut a ) 
portion pe1·sisted and voted for Rolomon'-Southwick. In 
most of the Western Counties the Antics aml Nationals 
bud large majorities but we1·e beaten in th<' State by l\hutin 
V u.n Buren fm· Gove1·nm· and Enos T. Throop for Lieut. 
Governor, the Jackson <·an1hdates. • 

In 1829 and 18;JO the Anti-mnsorih· party had reacbt>cl 
its acme of powe•· and was only beaten in the ~tate by the 
fl'iends of Henry Clay, many of whom voted for Throop, the 
administration candidate for Gove•·not·. 

In 1829 the political Anti-masonic party having (·ap
tured all \Yestern New York now sighed like Alexandt>r 
the Gl'(mt for more ·worlds to eonqurr. So they went into 
the missionary business. Thul'iow Weed was sent to Ver
mont where he found a l~ongenial soil, and by a coup d' 
etat like St. Patrick wtth the clover leaf, he was eminently 
successful. - Vermont wns the only State carried by the 
Anti-masoni(· party, and as long as the party had a distinc
tive character it was reliable, not an officer could be elected 
in the State, for a number of years, who was not an out 
and out member of that party. Whittlesey made a raid on 
Pennsylvania, and with the aid of the late ThaddC!:s 
Stevens and othet· ambitious politicians, made some commo
tion in the politics of tpe Old Keystone Stute. A Stnte 

_ Convention was held at Harrisburg, nnd Joseph Ritner, a 
staid old Dutchman of Washington I'Ounty, nominated for 
Governor, who re.ceived quite a respectable vote at the 
ensuing fall election. Stevens succeeded in fanning the 
dame to keep the party alive for several years, long after 
the party was dead and buried iu. New York, and in 1835, 
by a divi_sion m the Democratic party-running two candi
·datu-aucceeded in electing the old Dutehmau, Governor. 
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Uitner was an original in his way, nn<l many anecdotes arl! 
t()lll of him. on~ of which, ir n()t trn~, is, at least. worth n·
p~ating. He is reprcseut(•ll as a man of some mind. hut 
rather illitemte null without much education. It was rl!
portell that be eonsulted Stevens upon every oc·easion wh<·n 
uny question came he/ore him for action by virtue of hi>< 
office. The ~tate had undertaken the building of several 
t·ailmads, and having finished a portion of the main Cen
tral route, was opcrnting it with horse cars, and a bill passe•l 
the Legislatm·e to purchase ten locomotives to put onthe 
line, but when it was presente1l to the Governor, Steven~ 
happened to be absent from Harrisburgh, and the Governor 
had to dedde for himself. He was not much in favor or mod
ern innovations, and was therefore opposed to steam pow~r 
succeeding the ancient mode of propelling machinery hy 
horses and cattle; be therefore unadvisedly vetoed the bill. 
EYerybody was astonished, as railroads had become Yery 
popular, and this purchase of locomotives was considered a 
necessity, the contract having already been made by the 
Board of Public Works, of which Mr. Stevens was a IJlem
ber. The latter therefore hurried back to Harrisburgh, 
and took the Governor to task, and told him he bad ruined 
his political standing and the party. The old Governor 
8aw his mistake, but unwilling to own it, devised a plan to 

remedy it. He therefore said to Mr. Stevens: "I tells yon 
what· you do, Mr. Stevens; the bill which I vetoes, called 
for ten 1moke wagons; you go get another bill passed and 
D)ake him .eleven, den I signs him r• Stevens did as sug
gested and the bill became a law. It was found the line 
needed just eleven locomotives to properly equip it. 

Jonathan Chi\ds wen~ to Massachusetts and was very 
!JUCCessful in making .A.nti~Ulai;!Oi:U~~- but VefS. lit~}~ B~C.Cf!'l'1' 

- . . . •. . . . . .. . .... 
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in the way of turning manufacturers and money-grabbers 
from their devotion to Henry Clay, who was a Mason, and 
then the pl'Ospective candidate for Pt·esident against Jack
son. Clay was the father of the protective tariff system, and 
the Yankees were never known to let politics or religion in
tert'e'l·e with their proverbial acquisitiveness for making 
money. 

John Quincy Adams, having ret1red from the Presi'
.dency on the 4th of March, 1829, returned to his ancestral 
domain, at QuiMy, in that 8tate, and was still in the vigor 
of life and all potent in the politics of Massachusetts. It. 
has been already observed that during the canvass of 1828 
he had written a letter to the Anti-masonic committee in 
New York, which made him a pretty good friend of the 
cause. He was very bitter on the masonic institution and 
ready to go all length to exter111inate the Order, but he was 
under too many obligations to his late Secretary of State 
to desert him, in the prospective contest to defeat his old 
political enemy-Gen. Jackson. Thus while he denounced 
masonry and masons, he placed himself in the·inconsistent 
position of supporting Mr. Clay, a mason, and who had 
been Grand Master of Kentucky, for the highest office in 
the government. Political Anti-masonry therefore fell still
bom in Massachusetts. Yet therewere in 1829 four news
papers in the city of Boston aione, almost exclusively 
advocating the cause, · 

In Rhode Island and other New England States, except 
Vermont, the same causes, aiid the popularity of Mr. 
Adams, prevented .the party from making any sensibi~ 
inroads into the two old established ·politics}, organizatiowi. 

The party spread alf!~in~o:one corn~rof OhiQ. . ·Qn "the 
Reserve," in t~e ~Qrtbe$stern va:rt of : q:t~ .Sta~ a&l4. ~~ 
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1·otmtie~ lxmh·ring on Pt'on:-Jylvania. the party 1·arried all 
he fore it, but in th£> Sontlll'rn and \\.('stern p:u·t of the Statt·. 
it ne,·er got a toot boltl, an•l afl.t>r the election in 183:!, it 
declined a:-J rapidly as in Xew York and elsewhere. 

In Septemher, 18:l0. an Anti-ma~onic Xational CoD\·eu
tion waR heltl at Philall<'lphia, Cl\'t!r which Francis Gr~nger 
presided and Wm. H. Sewm·d, of New Yot·k, and Tha,fdens 
Stevens, of Pennsylvania, w£>re two of the leading spirit~. 
Weed does not seem to h14ve been present, as his nauw 
does not appeat· in the printed proceedings. It was Sew
ard's first starting point in political life. He was eleete1l 
a member of the New York Senate at the election in Xo
vember following. The Convention was composed of about 
100 delegates from Vermont, .:\lal'lKachusetts, Rhode IKian•l, 
Connecticut, N~w York. :Xew .Jm·sey. Pennsylvania, Ohio. 
and one delegate from the then territory of' l\lichigan. Tlw 
Convention discussed many points in regard to what the 
members designated the "iniquities of Free-masonry," re
hashed all the stale anathemas that had been hur.Jed against 
the institution in Western :Xew York, and with appropriate 
resolves adjourned to meet again in Heptemher, 1831, at Ba1-
timore to nominate candidates. for Pt·esillent and Vice Pres
ident. But Anti-masonry beg:m about this time to wane, 
and the excitement seemed to have expended itself. How
e,·er at the appointed time a National Convention was held 
at Baltimore, and Wm. Wirt, of l\laryland, was n-ominated 
for President, and Amos Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, for 
Vice President for the coming election in 1832. At this• 
election this ticket only received seven electoral votes-the 
State of Vermont. 

Mr. Win was one of the ablest statemen and most 
teamed jnriata eTer produced in this country. He was At-
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t.orney-General during the achniuistration of James Mon
J·ne, also a part of the sueceeding administ1·ation o~· John 
(!uim·y Adams, and wa.s a<·knowledged one of the most pro
found <:onnselors in legal mattet·s in the eount~,:y. But Anti
masonry ended his tareer polititally. Gen. Jackson while 
Pt·esideut, in speaking of the Anti-masonic excitement, re
marked that it hall been a great benefit to the nation as it 
had killed off two of the wo;·st and most dangerous dema
gogues in the countr.r-Wm. Wirt (1-nd Francis Granger. 
He was right as to the fhst, but the latter came to the front 
ngain.for a short time in 18-U, by General Harrison ap
pointing him Postmastet· Genet·al, but he only held the posi
tion a short time, as after the death of ~arrison, President 
T.rlet· re-organized his cabinet and Granger retired, and 
never afterwards was heard of in public affairs. 

In New Xork, in 1832, the Clay men and Anti-masons 
united on a single electoral ticket, althc;mgh ostensibly sup
porting different candidates for President. The coalition was 
bt·ought about by Weed and Seward. They went to Wash
ington and attended a famous caucus of all the opponents 
of .Gen. Jackson and there "sold out" the Anti-masonic 
party of New York to the friends of Henry Clay. It was 
reported that Weed receive<l t5,000 for the support of his 
paper, and, if possible, to throw the electoral vote or the 
great State of New York for the Kentucky statesman. The 
Yiolent Anti masonic partisans did not readily agree tn 
this arrangement, and denounced Weed in unmeasured 
terms. But Weed's tact wa·~ equal to the emergency, and 
after several consultations among the leaders, it was agreed 
that the Anti-masonic candidate for Governor, Francis 
Granger, should receive the support of all the Clay men, and 
the Anti-masons should support the Clay electoral ticket, 
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whieh if cl<•<"tcd shonlcl l"ast its votP>~ fi>r <•ith<>r c>aucliclate ti•r 
]•n•sidcnt, that would hy so cloing clc>fpat .J:wkson. Till" 
Hamc armngcment was made> in PPnnsylnmia, hut in Y t·r
mont, nothin~ hut a !'imon-pure \\'irt tiekc>t was avnilnhh·. 
In Ohio nnd othet• Statc•s the Anti-1\Jasons gencmll.r ~up
pmtc•cl the Clay elcetoral tiekt•t :t!'l ag-ain-it (:en .• Jn<·k~ou. 
\\·eecl's nrrnng<•ments failc>d ns .J:wkson e:uriecl hoth ~''''" 
York uncl Pcnn!<ylmnia hy larg<> mnjoritit•s. 

This \'irtnally ctHlc<l the Anti-mason party in X(·W 

York, and the memhcrs nntumll.\· gmvitatccl to thc " ... hi:! 
party which was formed soon aft<>r. 

At the elec·tion in New York, in I S32, the Demoemtk 
or Jackson cnndiclate for nm·<·t·not· was the lat<> ". m. ], . 
.:\Iarcy, who !-!Uhscqucntly oeeupied a seat in the <"nhin~ts of 
two "National administrations-those of :\Jr. Polk and Gen. 
Pien·e. During the excitement ahnut :\I organ, l\J:ucy wn>' 
one of the .Judges of the Supreme Court, :mel an :t<"t havin~ 
pa!ised the J .. egislature organb:ing n SJlP<"ial <•it·cttit to tr~· 

Home of the l\lorg:ut conspimtors, .JuclgP .:\Jarey was np· 
pointc·cl to hold one of these courts at 1...->c.kport, in .June, 1830. 
The trials wt;re long and teclious, hut .J ud:.r() l\l:m·y pt·esiclNl 
with,p3ticn('e and (•on~lpct('(l them, with clignit.r nncl f'ati>'
facti~m t() all Pl!-rties. He was also at the 'tim(' of his 
no'llinution a Senator fm· the. State of Xc•w Ycirk in the 
Nation-al Congress, ancl very popular throughout the State. 
;~hi!! !lOPiljll.t:ity, it was ·f~arcc't, hy the .\titi-masonie len.cler~ 
woulcl, s~rely elee~ him, unless they· eould get up some ofticinl 
a.s( 0~ h_is. qr sotne_tliing_ derogate~· .. >, to hi~. ~·ilar:icte'r thnt 
would ,tum .the tide of poptifnrity against hjm. · After· 
~ ; r ·uir '" tbrqug~ hi s olfidal recor~l n~thiil•{ could uc'f'otibcl 
at f: ult,, nnd his lwiv:tt<.l )if~ \\·as: so exct~plat:)· that nothing 
JD th t <.lin· ·tion oultl bc.thought.of. · But Thiu·lbw Wec:>cl 
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made a discovery. By the law ot·ganizing the special 
cir<'uits, before mentioned, the judge was to have an extm 
allowance for his necessary tt·aveling and other expense!!, 
while holding these comts, to be audited 11nd allowt>d . by 
the Comptroller. and paid out of the State Treasm'y. Weed 
jn examining Judge Marcy:s bill ot' Expenses for holding 
the special circuit at Lockport. which was tiled in tho 
Comptroller's oftlce as n voucher, discovered this item: 

"To paid for mending my · pe.ntaloons, .... . .......... 50" 

Thus it was discowred that Judge l\larc·y had actu:tll.v 
dt'awn from the people's treasury the sum ot' half of a llol~ 
Jar for repairing his own old wot'll out clothing! ··Weeli's 
paper therefore 'vas lively next issoe. It proclaimed thd 
fact in great double pica sensation head-lines, sticli as no 
paper at that time ltad ever indulged in, and made the 
welkin ring with the cuormous t·obhery the great· State · ·or 
New York had endured by this man who now ·asked the 
suffrages of the people ns their chief magistrate! The 
Anti-masonic papers throughout the State <'aught up the 
refrain and nothing for a time wns heni·ll hut ~·M:ucy's 
breeches!'! · Cuts repi'esenting n pair of ·pantaloons witlr 'a 
large pateh, sometimes on the khee, n11d ·iit otbe'r8 01i tlu! 
seat; with the flgitres "50 cts,". were kept . standing nt tb~ 
head"of their· colu\nns, at'ld long editorials' witb n:ny11moun\, 
of. tw.addle about the ·robbery· .Marcy 'h:ill been · tuitty of. 
Himdfiitls were' it.Jgo }losted' up from Lake Er. ~· to ttie' niost 
enstetn point or tong 'Island, with a" much ' lnrg~r erig¥ttt> 
ing'M tlie garment; sometimes the "}'>atch" ··represented1 hi 
r~dliit~ ro dr~·pattictrfur aitention 'to 'th~' 'inoniy1i.thldwfnHy 
drawtr'fto<nn'tlie irc:tstiry. · But ···thc ·:•ffair had M ::wq'tim: 
It>aptkars that· SJ\tdge 1\11\-tcy 1rns;v~t'fm~odlcai in· ~'ll b'is 
lill.lllt«''iWd never pafd 6bi th~ siftallest' ~Qfu 'of! tho~f witltl 
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tbtlt hi!' memorandQm how ·d frt>quent it m of' on r. nt 
when he bar\ paid that om f< r <~mne triUing atti le r r.Yj • •o 
n o()y for oml' mall enice. Whil• at Lo ·kport, bi pti\•ate 
ntf'moranrluna a." kt>pl in tht- ·tun note booh. h b !t 

ollrJI~ittl X(JtlD1'1e~ to be !JUir) by. the !';t:\te. but. 011 tlilf~reut 

p:l~ , anrl wh •n he puill tb.e tailor for ewing a fe"W buttnn 
ftU hi pant.'lloon. autl making other repair , he accidentaUy 
noted it down on the page on which he kept his public ex
penses. On his r ... turn to Albany, he cnlled at the Comp
troller's office to get his a(·count audited, and handed to a 
clerk his note hook to copy his hill in a prope; form, as was the 
custom in the otfiee. Thus it was that the private charge 
of ··50 cts." for mending his own pantaloons was paid for 
b.r the State, he o\·erlooking it, as well as the auditing 
officer, who probably did not particularly examine each 
item as he might in other cases where he was not so well 
acquainted with the accuracy of the claimant. When this 
became understoorl the administra~ion papers were not 
slow in potting the matter in the most favorable light be
fore the people, and the re-action resulted greatly in his 
favor. His careful and methodical course of transacting 
all busineu, both public and private, became known to the 
people, and it made him thousands o~ votes that otherwise 
be would not have received, and he was elected by a large 
majority. W eerl nor any of the Anti masonic papen ever 
mentioned the "50 cts." steal after the election, not.with.etand
ing he was three times afterwards a candidate and oppotled 
by them for the same omce, but his friends were very fond of 
referring to it at every canvass. At each aucceaaive elec
tion, the Democrats almost universally declared for "Man:y'• 
Breeches" for Governor, up to li38, wbeu the '"Breeches" 
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began to lose its talismanic power, 1\lld Marcy was defeated 
by "\Vm. H. Seward. "Ma1·cy's Br~eches" then p~ssed into 
history. 

The aggregate Anti-masonic vote at the fall election, in 
1827, was about 14,000. This was before the party was 
fully organized and was local, in the western eounties, only 
a few having nominated tickets. In 1828, Granger, who 
was nominat~d by an Anti-masonic State Convention, de· 
clined to be a candidate on the ticket but accepted the 
National Republican nomination for Ueutenant Governor. 
Weed and most of the leaders approved of this course, and 
advised the members of the party to support the National 
ticket thus formed and thereby defeat the Jackson can
didate-Van Buren. But the rank and file would not con· 
sent, and Solomon ~outhwick having announeed himself 
a simon pure Anti-masonic candidate for Governor, received 
33,000 votes. Van Buren had but a plurality of 23,000 
votes over the National candidate, and had the Anti-masons 
all voted for the latter he and Granger would have been , 
elected. The Anti-masons all supported John Quincy 
Adams for President, as well as the Nationals, but at that 
time the Presidential Electoral College was elected by dis
tricts, instead of by general ticket, as in 1832, and for all 
time subsequently, and Jackson's Electors were chosen in 
twenty districtS, and Adams carried but sixteen. Adams, 
previous to the election having been interrogated by the 
Anti-masonic committee as to his Tiews ef masonry 'replied 
that "he was not and never had been a mason," which se
cured him tbe support of e:very member of that party, but 
lollt h1m perhaps some votes among the masons, who were 
Federalists, and who thought a President of the United 
States de1eended from his proper dignity to answer so in-
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J!tlrVI• t.furt, lrt> WI!~ fo'>(l •l•lftNI fry f,ltl• ttolfttirNfll•fllct 1, lltltCIIolri~ 

11lrl i l!rtf. i1mo~, t•t/• ,, J,J, " will Itt• rtottilil.y "'''' '' "''"'' tml.v ~ llrMII 

11kr•t.dr trf """'" 11( tit" ff'lllli111{ l•fllll·l'lt·nrt f,,. l!if'Mr. Ot.lrfor . 
..-il'll• it ,..lrtrltl lrt• "If"''' tb ftmltilrl{ "I' II flrlltltll' ltf lttW 1<11,.,. 
trr ti•J•Itrl"" It( If f!Jt_Y rrttifll~ · rl>"t.ifll! l• lrnrlll·t~· ,, 

Mr, ~t·wttrtl iu 11 "W'·dt J,l'f,,,,. t.l•l• f'h.ilt•tl'·vloilt h11f.i• 
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1nasonic National Convention· in ~eptember; 1830, said that 
·•the abduction and murder of Morgan had been partici
pated-in by at least one hundred masons." But Weed only 
claimed that fift;y-two were directly or indirectly concerned, 
aud at the · time the "crime" was committed, knew any
thing about it. In his Journal in 1830, he gave the names 
of these and candidly admitted that there was no legal 
eYiuence against some of them. There were perhaps over 
one hundred indictments presented, but upon most of them 
no trials were had, others were found "not guilty," and six 
only convicted, who were sentenced to short terms of im
prisonment in the county jails. 

The Anti-masonic committee, before mentioned, was 
tile instigator of the proc.eedings, who deemed it necessary 
to keep these trials before the public that the excitemenj; 
might not lose its interest. They entirely failed to prove 
that any murder had been committed, and consequently no · 
one was indicted except for conspiracy or participating 
m the abduction. . The nearest· they ever came to proving a. 
murder was by oae 

EDWARD GIDDINGS • 

.At the time 'Morgan was taken to Niagara, the fort wa.s 
in charge of Giddings, who had been a sergeant in the U. 
S .. Artny, and now in the employ of the·governmeht asligl\t 
boose keeper at the mouth of the river. He' was ·a mason, 
and ·at the first meeting · of the Leroy Seceders ·appeared 
there as a repentant criminal and · confessed, that he ·re- ' 
ceived Morgan in the fort and· looked him up in the DiagaJ 
ziile-t'hat after a few. days a committee of masons, with 
himself; delivered o"fer''the prisoner to too Cauda'maSotii 
and be was taken over the river and there murdered. ThtiS;· 
even ff any credili'ttiuld'be given to this ·cohfe!tsedhlftian'".i 
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statement, tho crime was committ l1 without the jurisdil·
tion of N w York nnct of th United tntoH. There a.-c 
mnn,v pel'son now living, who have <'en "Giddinga' Almn
n~tc," which contnined his horl'ible confession, illustmtcd 
with fl'ightful woml (•ut of acen 'S in the Mor·gou 'tragedy." 
and otlwr· mn onic ''llcviltt'_Y." If we take his t timony he 
was n self-couvictcd murder'el'. Tic nid he knew uot whl'th •r· 
1\forgau httd au.v w11ter or· food dul'ing his conllnemcnt for 
days, t\tHI cuu~lidl.r ndmitted thnt tho men in conll(ll'
tion with him, who had tlle cuRtody of Mor• .. an, were in 
fuvot· of his rei a e, and he would have b en r·eleased if lw 
( iclding ) had corn;t~ntud to it. When he fir. t mad tlri~; 

confession nurl i sued his nlmallUC, the Anti-mnsons adopted 
Ltim us a vnloable acquisition to theit· party, but Wcetl anti 
the mor·e sa~M·ious ones soon tliscovered he bad overdonA 
the mutter untl that be would pr-ove u ''whited pulchr " to 

their political fl.c ptm~tion - H • was not tho witries tb4tJ 
wanted to prove thl! murder of .Morgt~n. Upon going iuto 
·o111't a& n witnl! , com1 cl oujected to his t stimouy, autl 

the ·our·t. sustain tl th ol1j t:tion. An nppeal wa taken to 
the Hupreme Cout·t of the ,'tute, whet·e tho de ·ision of tlw 
Cmll't bf'low wus uttlrmed. His rejeetion us a witnes~o~ in 
Court was not ou the gr·ouutl of' his heing un accomplice iu 
the crime, !Jut under the commou law rule, as well as tho 
~tat.utc of New Y01·k ut tlmt p •riorl, wbi •h exclude,d a wit
ue&~J in our·t who had avowed Atheistical doctrin , and u 
dil'lbclief in divine revelation. It wus proved in Court, und 
undenied by the attorney for the pi'Osecution, that Gidd.HlgK 

1:1 ot t•i u s · w 1:1 u 11 this int that the 
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·witness is not now excluded for his belief or unbelief in a 
d iviue pro\"idence or his denial of revelation from God to 
lban. But at that time it' was in full force, and even Anti
Ynasons admitted that Giddings was properly excluded from 
testi(ving. In fact, no candid man believed a word of his 
story, and he soon sank out of public sight. 

JOHN C. SPENCER. . . 
This distinguished counselor, at the time the first in-

dictments were presented, was a Senator in the New York 
Legislature from the Ontario district, and attending to his 
official duties at Albany. Cheesebl'O, Sawyer, and Lawson 
immediately sent for him and engagetl him as their counsel 
and attorney in the forthcoming trial. He came home 
and accepted the trust, and they told him all they knew 
about the matter under the seal of the well:known rule of 
attorney and client. Exactly what they confessed, of 
course, the public never knew, but these men afterwards 
~laimed that he most shamefully violated the trust reposed 
in him as counsel, which should have consigned him to dis
honorable infamy in the profession. After he had obtained 
their confession he advise~ them to plead guilty to the in-
dictment, which they did. · 

As soon as his clients were sentenced, Spencer returned 
to Albany, where he procured the passage of an act of the 
Legislature authorizing the appointment of a special attor
ney to prosecute the abductors and "murderers" of lllor· 
gan, representing to the Governor that he had obtained 
a full knowledge of all concerned in the Morgan affair, and 
asked the position for himself. Gov. Van Burea hesitated . 
. in appointing him, but after offering it to several othen 
who ·declined to accept, Spencer auooeedtMI in getting 
himaelr appointed, whereupon he immediately eommenced 
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n t'i"'id ILJHI viuili«·t.ivll Jll't,ttH'I'11tlou ol' nil who Wl!l'«' In 
UII,Y tll111111«'1' HIIMJH:I,lt.tl 111' llii,Y JIIU'li«'ipat.iou i11 t.hn nllidr. 
B«"l'ot'll lw l«:ft Alhnii.Y, lw «·xltihit«:tl to tlw ( ;o\'«'1'11111' tlu• l'ot. 
lmvittg- ulphnlJ«•ti"nl lil-t. of' lllliiWM who111 lw proptt.<Pd to 
Jli'(I .~I'I!IIL«' 1 1111d lliiiOII~ wlto111 fw dniiiWtl Will'«! tlt1• lllln•dt•J'('I'": 

"AdnmM, AIIPII, Ht'lll'''• B•·owtt, llutiPt', llat'l.on, Co1•, 
I :tlippt·rlidtl, ChP<•Mt.J,i·o, I !nu11ni11M, pat't'ow, l>•·au, I hllit•IM, 
l•'olll'l.til, Fox, J•'rPtH'h, I'III'Wt·ll, l;all>~l'll, (;j1Jj,,, l:oodwill, 
JJn. .. kim,, Jln,PVIHtrl, llo.ward, lfllltltard, JJudltut., S .• l«·wl'l.t., 
K .lt•WI•tt., ,J,,flll·"' 1\iJt~(. 1\iJJ;.o;,..f<·y, 1\l'ldJIIlll, J,nw><oll, l,:d<«,y, 
:\lflt,lu•J'>4, ~Jf'l)on:d•f, i\II'Bt·idt•, ,\lo~fiii«'IIX, J1fu.t.l., f'•trfdlllr .~t, 
HoiH,J'I.'l, Hllw_r«·t·, Stnit.h, Slt•·pltl,t'd, S•·.\'tllflltt'1 :-lt•fl\'l:t·, l"l~t•l
tlou, 'l'ur1wr, 'l'olltl'"'""• WIt ittu•.r ~ W t•i gltt., W iliioll, W nl· 
"ridi{P, 111111 W i ko:.." 

So11u• of' tiH•"t:' 1111'11 Wl!l'tl 11111. tiiii.HIII'IM, niH~ ot.lu•r" Wl'l'l• 

liM I'IJ1t1'1.1l,Y lliil.ouiklt1•d whl'll 'tllf•,Y II'HI'III'd t.hnt. Hpl•rtt'l'r w11~ 
nhout t.o IJJMtit.ul.t• Jll'lll'«·«•ditq~t• ll~(:t. IJII<I. tlwm f'or· lllttt'tlf'l' nn•l 
kldrmpplrtg:. 'l'hn·«' tH' Uwm lmtl nln•nd 1~«•«•11 t.dt·d uurl 
Wl'l'll 1<1'1'\'itl:!, 11111. t.IJcolt• l.t•J'IU:~ of' impri>41tlllllt•Jtt. 'J'f11·.r \\'«'I'll 
uot. tlnly n:: lllld"llf'd hut. t.llf'it· lndi~~nnt,in1J l<tJI•W rtn IHIIIfldK 
nt thl: rff'n.my or Uti' )1111.11 who h:td llll'll:l!<l•ly lu·t.r·H,v«·tl t.ltl•lfl, 
Mr111,r lll•t•l Mnit'«· f.(J'I·w 1111t of tho Jllfltllt•n1.llltl of' till' ll11t. 
whit·h w~:ro t<·rrrti1111l.1·d hy t·it.lt"l" '''' ·nptohl~~.l', ,..,, h.v 1ut 
Anti llllt'l<llti~ .JIIt'.Y f'alll11:~ t.o l ' ou·\'lr~t, ot• aw·i••tllu~··hm·t~'''i, 

· · Kpr•Jit·l'l', htt~\11:"1'1'1 J'l'lol~lll'f'll illtllr•t.JiwfiW 'II~IJim.'t · t.h•, 
tn:tJtn· pm·t r,( tlu•K' ' 1111'11 nnd nt.lti'J'!'I wl111111 hr; nftA,I'Witt~IH till'« : 

(H•t1.f'l} ILI;II 11t:ll·f<N1 'out 11.'1 f'I'IIJlf'l' \'lt•l:ittllt l'or thtl ·pJ'i•llll 
lio11~1· ot• thP 1-(allowt~; l1tt.-l 1t ·hi~~h r•ltrulval 11l' Arrt.l ·JIIIt••urf'l(: 
iril1f14 W!lli'fllllllf ht 1 :JII'I!!~t·t•:td; •·'1'h11 'f.i'I'I'Htf';,o l"''''~•·i.,r1. fl,tH llfll~ 
hl'tf.r'1' 1111ittto~lty ttt~tttrr .. t · utnl-\oiii'J'Irwi~l") nttd nilt•·<l him hf 
hlr1 tttltif.rttr,Y 111111 YIJHifl•tlVI!' 01'ltf . til t.t,Y• 'Hitl1H1 nr tl11~ ' bfo14t. 
ri'HJ'II'I•tnhlt! nrul Vltfllrr1•11! t•lti~u ... 11! Wl·'ltc,r·tr ·N11W Ynt'kf, 
rnmty ·tlf -whmn ·he '\f~ll k 111!1V wvrn ,p1t1ty or. 111'1 .111hiu'1. hu' 
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for Jn!,t;;·:ll p ~~;· ·,-... h ~ :.1 l t.1 • .-\ut:·m1...,.):li~ it•a kr 
forl·(•l) tht·m t,·, t. ·M~ t.b.:: .. ~.'rqny (If ,-,·iml' oa th<>ir g.),) 

uatnl', nod the· ha~;-a,.,'-:!l__,; ('Xp ... :.""'· au•l :1nnoya;we of 
pnhlil' trial. Wit~ ali tbr:ir ac·tiw <·:f;,rts they <'O:tld ib 
no crifl{'an· tr> t'ftO\'i.-t ltf munlt·r, hr t•\'t' ll to tH'On~ in th 
mo~t r<•mot<· d1·:..rr('(• that llo;·g:tn h:HI hl't•n mu rdere.l. Y t 
the politi<·al l<·~dt-rs deemed it lll"-'<'SS:H_Y, :tu•l tlwy t':lrt' 

not who sufft'r<·d. nor h2d tlwy St·rupl<'" about the llH':tllS t 
nccumplish it. .An old man ily tlw name of Ad:un"-, wh 
h:ul rel!idPd in Xiagara l'Onnt.\·, and was one whom it w:1 
SIHilH'I'l!•t) kill'\\' '-OIIJ<'thing ahout thC' dis:tppC':lr:tlll'C of )(o 
gan, Wall in<li<-tl•tl, upou what t•vitl('nt·l' it was n<'\·er knowt 
as the Spcdal Attorney nC'n·r llrou;.rht oa his trial. Bl't'Ol 
he Wa'l i_utlil'tcu he rcmoveu to Vermo:tt, :llHl Thurlow\\" er 
WM llent uftcr him and brought him back to ~iag:u 
t•ounty, wh(•rc he was lockl'<l up in j:dl. lie was t:~k,•n ot 
on twu qec:lsimJll to testify ou the trials of other p:u·ties, : 
whk·h Spencer conteudcd AtlnmH l'onld, if he would, t'f,t 
\'ict somebody flf mm·dor. But A1lam!!, m11lcr oatl 
solemnly dcpullc<l, iu both euses, he knew· nothing uh01 
tht• nll'nil·. But !-ipclll'Cl' dl'tcrmined to muke n wop('l' wi 
IWss of this old rnnn uud get him to sweat· ns he wautc 
him to •ln. lie nppro:tdtcll him in va1·ious ways with oll't• t 
to quash hill imlil'tment u1Hl with money l'Onsidcmtions 1 
bet·ome n willing witness. When these failed he wrote I 
~w. Thl'Oop, asking th~ qo,·e•·nor to rcucw the l'ew:ml • 
•2.000 otfcrcd by Gov. Cliutou to :my one who would gh 
<'Yitlt'uce to convict the mnl·tlct'<'l' or munh•rcrll, :-;tnting th: 
Adams "had heretofore 'rcfU:Sl'tl to uisl'losc, bl:t us he w: 
poor and frightcuerl . at his own incarceration, 1' am Hill 

Adams, by the 1lid of au· old fricu•t of hi~, could be iuth~t'<' 
to gh·e such testimo'!y ns is uow llt.'cded, otherwise witlaot 

10 
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hi~ tt•st.imony wo Almll n1•V1•r h1• nhlt· tn P.~tnl•liAh Jndi!'inlly 
tiH• ftll't of MMgn.n'R ll!•llt.h." Oov. Throop, v1•ry pmpPrl_r. 
r1·fns!·d to ('om ply with any Rlwh J'NJIII'"t,, nn•l wrot1• Rhnrply 
t." ~JII'IWI'I' whnt lw thought HI' n pro~l'l'flt.in~ olfh•l•r's nt
tl'mpt to lJrihl! R Witnl'"'l-1 to F!WC:u· ltWft_Y tfte life llr Jive'! o( 

(Jtfll'r~<, whf'n thn.t J'r"l"'"''''l witlll ' ~<l-1 h111l t.wil•f' ''o"itivel,v 
RWOrll he k11ew nothihg niH111t tlw nfl'u.ir, IIIHl his eontrary 
tt•"'tirnony now would only provn him~l'lf n p!•rjnn·r. 

But Sp!!IH'!!r Wll"' 1ll'terrnine1l to firHI n witllt":s thnt. 
wt,nld prov1• the rnnrtll'r. 11.1111 Jll tllle nppli1·ntion to mw wht' 
htul not tiNt II)' his l'l'f'tlil,ilit.y hy swy other nnth or nfflrma
tioll. A lnw,rM J.y t.laP Tlllfllf! or SinH•IIfl H. ,Jpw(•tt, tf•sitling 
nt. ( :Jnrkf;llfl , 1111 the "Hillgl' Hond," ovet· whidt the M ors.cnn 
t:nrringH lu111 pnssNI fill it" wuy tn Ninl{nrn, Wfts 1\trnigllNf 
on two "'f'JIIll'llte illdil · tmPIIt~ "for (•.onspirswy nrHI nhthwtion 
of \Villinm Morl{nn." Tlu· only l'.lmJH'et.ion he nppenr!'l tll 
have hn1l in th1• trn11stt1·tion wnH, thnt wht•n the (•nrringl' 
mmtaining Mt>rg~w passe1l throu!.(h ClnrkHon, he RRRi~tf'd io 
}Jtt)(:flring n ehnnge 11f hotlll '~. Jlf' wn!'l on f11dl nwstiting the 
11itting of the emu·t tH try him, wlwn Hpt·ni'N Rllflt fffl' him 
to (•orne tO Csuantulnignn. .Jewett hnrnetliately <·ompliN( 
with the rNJIWRt, nnd !'4Jif'lll'fJr prnpoRt•!l to him, if he would 
agrNJ to givo ecrtnin t<·Rtimony, to <:lmvict NJrtnin pnrtic11, 
for Romdhi11g mm·f' thnn nh1hwtion, he would cnu•r a nolle 
proR. on nne hulktmentngnlnRt him, nnd thf' ot.lwr he ttould 
11o alter thf' rt·tortl thnt the Court coul!l not fail to dlsmlefl 
it, (ffi motilm, for its dcftwtiVl'lJlJRR. .JmH•tt, a cunning law
yer, at On<l{l RAW hill way out or " very <liRagref'nble And pet· 

' pJexing nfl'uirof being tried h.v an Antl-rmumnlc jury whlf•h 
wa11 11ure to convict wfwther the charge was tmwed or not. 
lJe therefore con~~ent6d &o t.he (•ompf&(•t, •nd "hen the Court 
ClJJIVCliOO, Spencer entered a. nolle prot!., on one or lhe Indict-
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ments, and had mutilated the other as agreed, which the 
Court dismissed, hut when the Special Attorney called upon 
Jewett to testify as proposed, the witness swore to a directly 
opposite state of facts, which upset the attorney's calcula
tions and made him terrible wroth, but he dare not say a 
word in open court as he would then be exposing his own 
shame. But outside, meeting Jewett, he upbraided him 
roundly for violating the <:ontrnct, and threatened to pro· 
cure othe1· indictments against him. Jewett told liim, how
ever, he had bettQr go slow, for if he attempted to trouble 
him further, he would expose the whole transacti()n, and 
get him indicted for forgery and mutilating the court 
records. Spencer quailed and never mentioned Jewett 
again while he was Special Attorney. 

Spencer's next attempt to prove a murder was to 
tampe1· with anotlier prisoue1·, who was serving out a two 
years and · foul' months sentence in the Canandaigua jail. 
This prisone1· was Eli Bl'Uce. This attempt also failing, he 
appeal'S to have thereafter abandoned this mode of making 
the right kind of witnesses. 

Spe!Xler soon afte•· this resigned his office, and Victory 
Birdeye was appointed in his place. Birdsye was far less 
vindicth·e, and in most respects fair and impartial, aJld the 
defendants tried afterwards had no cause to complain ~f 
any unfairness on the part o~ the Special Attorney. 

The Anti-maeons elected Sllencer to the Lower House . 
' I 

Df the Legislature in 1830, but on the decline of that party, 
.be declined with it, and putaiJed a vw·y retired life ~p to 
.1842, when President Tyler appointed him Seretary Qf W~r 
OD the disruption of: t.lle · HM'risou cabinet. lt was whAle he 
lJ88 Seereta17 of War that tbe Somers ~ragedy took place, in 
whi()b his sou wu huug d the yard·ann of a war veaael for 

I 
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mutiny. Capt . .McKenzie gaYe as h's reasons for not put
ting the young man in ir-ons anil bringing him home for 
tt·ial, thut his father's inlluen<·e as a eabinet otlker be 
:e:u·cd woulll preYent the prop«.>r punishment of the muti
nN•r·. Spence•· resigned his position in the <"nbinct and 
retired to prh·atc life and ui«.>tl a few years after. 

Cllt:EsEBHO, S.H\"H:R, LAWSOS ASI> "DR. J'OSTER."' 

At the lit·st meeting of the g-rand jury alter the Mor 
gan hegira fi"Om Can:mtlaign:l, Cheesebro, Sawyer·, L:twson, 
and "Dr. Foster" were formally indicted for "wic:keu~v and 
maliciously kitlnapping ami forcihl.v tuking William Mor
gan, against his will ot· consent, out of the limits of Ontario 
eounty, ngninst the pc:we and dignity of the people of the 
State of :Xew York." The first three were arrested ::md 
g-ave bail, but the lnst could not be found, :ind as before 
stated never was found. 

Cheesebm, Sawyer and Lawson employed John C. 
Spencer for their counsel, and upon his advice, the. three 
plead guilty on being ananged, and the Conrt sentenced 
them to one year's imprisonm1!nt each in the County jail. 
They served out their term of imprisonment without a 
mm·mm·, ancl on being released assumed their former busi
ness, and lh·ed and died highly respected in the communit.r 
where they were known. l\lr. Cheesebro, during the 
administmtion of President Pierce, was appointed Post
master at Canand~tigua, which office he held until 1860 or 
1861, satisfactorily to the people and the gonrnment. He 
was tile father of the late celebrated authoress,· Miss Caro-. 
line A. Cheesebro. 

Tbe version of these men was that by the request of 
'lther parties they had aBSisted in getting Morg:t.a from 

ntaxia, and also' in taking him to Niagara, on his way to 
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Canada. where they understood he desired to go and get 
nwa,v from l\lille•· and his associates, and with the discrep
aney in theil· statement with other witnesses as to the 
willingness of l\lorgan to enter the carriage near the jail, 
their truthfulness was never doubted by their friends and 
neighbors. As long as the excitement lasted- they main
tained a rema1·knble reticence about the affair, but years 
afterwards, when the exeitement hatl ceased, they made no 
hesitation in giving the above explanation to all who 
sought it. 

ELI BRUCE. 

This individual at the time of the abduction of ~for
gan was Sheriff of Niagara county. He admitted that he 
met the caniage with Morgan at a point three miles 
north of Lockport, and accompanied it to Lewistown and 
f1·om thence to Youngstown, and was present when Morgan 
was locked up in the old magazine, but he declared th:\t he 
never supposed. that l\lorgan was under any restraint, hut 
that he went there of his own free will and was anxious to 
get out of the State in some mysterious manner. What 
took place afterwards he solemnly aver1·ed he knew not. 

A few months after he was ordered to appear before 
Gov. Clinton, at Albany, and show cause why he should 
not be deposed from o~ce for participating in the unlawful 
abduction of Morgan. Gov. Clinton, after hearing the case 
promptly removed him· from oftlce. He was soon after in
dicted, threatened and in every possible way harrassed and 
persecuted, and his trial purposely put off by Spencer, until 
financially ruined he had no means for the support of him: 
self and family. In this condition he was brought to trial. 

The indictment against him also included two c<r
respondents-Orsamus Turner and Jafed .Darrow. Separ-



111.1• tl'iu.I H Wl'l'fl di•IJlii!Hird b,v t.Jw .dl•f'i•lllf llllt 
lut.f.J·r WPl't• 111 Vt ·t• t.rir·d , nnll it dl•l' uot IIJ•I• · ,. IIIII t lu rt 
II'UH lll'i•J' nny <wlil row·c• r r~'11i11 •1 t. Utl'lll lfJ ' '"IIIH'd ht•nt wi h 
liHI ILII'n il·, • ('i tJIL ll<• lll ,l.( PI'I 'HIIIl ll l fl'i i·lld ll ,,r nruc·(·, I tJd I 
WILli illli,Y 11111\fll Lfl th !' c:t'/11 111 ·1111'.1' , th <• A uti JIW or lic 'h lll 

Jnittm•, nt11l the SpPidni Attot'IH'J whnt ohjPI•t. t.lwr~ wn11 in 
coupling tlwm with him in L1111 Jll'i'Hi•nttni•nt. Bnw1•'11 tl'inl 
l'tUnl· oft' in Uw Coul't. of' ( :rtH•t·n I S"H"'ionH-•J ud~w limn• II, 
fJri•Hiiling--nt Cnnnrlllnlg-un, on tlw :!Oth da,r ol' Ali;.(IIHt, 
H!~S. Tlw t.t·inl lnwt!'d Hollw t.i'll 1ln.yH. ntul the .Jut·y ht·ou~ht. 
him in g'uilt .. Y of' "ConHpime,v tUifl A lulru·tion ol' William 
)lnrt-eau." Jli!-1 i'OIIIIH..! took i'XI•ept.ionH to tlw Vill'ilii•t of 
thr. Jur·y tuHI tlw r·uling of' Cour·t on IU't'oltnt of n mel'(f~l' of 
the two cl'imi'H whieh Wl'l'll not Hpc·dtldnlly ill't forth in the 
irHlil'ttnPnt. The i'll.Hil wn.11 t.hill'l'lim• tuki•ll to tlw Supr·em11 
Court., nJHI In tlw f'ollowiug Mn.y thnt Com't clm·idecl that 
the l'ni'tH or the ('IIH(t diet not ('011Htitutn IL 1fWI'f/CI'. Tho 
opinion of' the Coul't wn11 ~i n•n hy ,J udg-1• Srtl'ltg'i', who Haid: 
"The ofl't•Jwe of t•ou~pirrtt'.Y iM n cli~t.irwt aucliH'JIItl'nLe ofi'i'lli't' 
-n111l not nt nil lll'i'PH!ollli'.Y to, or· IIUI~CH!olll.l' ii,Y (•onlledl•ll with. 
tlw fahw irupri,Hmtrwut ,..Jwwn hy tlw cvid<'ll<'i', The llefmttl
nut Bnwc mig-ht, eommit tlw ofl'tmen of nluluetiou, 01' th<l 
hnpriHoumttnt without hnviu;.t henn guilty ol' t'llllf:ljlirnt•y." 
The t•ounHel clnimc1l that tiw t•xi·epliouH wet·c not proplll'ly 
<'i!rtifll•il to the Supt'I'IIW Court, otlwrwiHe n 11illi•f'lt11t dm~iHion 
would huvo hecu ma'l''• but tht·,r made 110 further att<·rnvt 
to uvoill the prunouucing of tho Hl'lltt•flcc. Ou the 20th 
l!ay of Mny the Cmu't seutenet•J Hnu·c to ho (•nnfluctl in 
tho C(IUnty Jnil, ut Cuua111lnigun, fot• tho tenn of two ycnrlt 
nud four months. He rcmulncil In jull till Septcmhcr 
20th, lH31. 

While In jail, !;pcncer attemptccl to eubom him "' 
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~stify to a murder, offe1·ing to provide for his family, and 
t.o loan him money on "his own individual responsibility, 
and that he did ·not doubt that the executiYe would be in
duced from such a course, at the instance of the Anti-ma
sonic party to t•eJie\•e him before the expiration Of hiS 
time." ·But 'Bl'llce indignantly rejected aU offers to per
jure himself that he might thereby be personally bene
fi:.ted. While serving out his term also he was taken to 
Lockport to testify on the trial of Ezekiel Jewett, but re
fused to be sworn, remarking "that he had once consented 
to testi(y, but as he believed it had been of no service he 
should decline." The Court ordered him to be imprisoned 
thirty days in the Ontal'io county jail after his present 
1;erm had expired, fo1· contempt. But this order was never 
carried out. He was released at the expiration of his sen
tence, as the Judge remitted this order on account' of the 
feeble condition of his health caused by the long confine
ment. Broken down in constitution ft·om his long impris
onment, on being released he returned to Lockport, where 
his family resided, and commenced the practice of medi
cine, but about one year thereafter, he was attacked with 
the Asiatic Cholera, on its first visit to this ·country in 1832. 
He die~ on the 24th day of September, 1832, aged 39 years. 

On the trial of John Whitney and James L. Gillis, 
Bruce was called' as a witness on the part of the defence 
when he testified as follows: 

"Eli BrKce-On the evening of the 13th of September, 
witness was first informed of .Morgan's bein~ on tlae Ridge 
Road. Two gentleme11 came and gave him this infOI'IIIA
tion, One of them was Burrage Smith-tile name oC the 
other he declines mentioning. It was not John Whitney. 
Did not, till that time, know that Morgu hsd been 
taken -to Caaandaigua. Six or eight days befOre $1U ti.ae, 

' 
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a gentleman called on witn1~s~ to go to Batavia ancl get 
1\Iorgan nway. lie statctl that tht•J'c was ditfk~ilty betWE't'U 
l\lorgun !lllll )filll'l', mul thnt :\Io:·gnn wonlcl go a\my will
ingly. \Vitnl'SS dt>t•Jinpcl hRving :my thin~ to do with it. 
Orsnmns Turnm·, o!' Lo<'kpol't. eaiiPcl on witnps..; ahont thi~ 
time, and requestc1l him to fit np an np:u·hnt>nt in the j:til 
fm· )forgan's tumpomry reeeption, 111111 statc1l that :\l01·gnn 
would be there th:tt night on his way to C:wa·la. \ritne,;;; 
saw BuiTagc Smlth at the Cottage• Inn in Loekport. Th<>re 
wat'l no stJ':J.n!!crs with him. He dill not know .John "~hit
ne,r at that time. The two gcntlenH•n refeJ'J'etl to rt:>qnestc>1l 
witness to go to "~right's ta,·em on the Ritlge. The,v ~;tatetl 
that )[OI'gan was then•, on his way to C:mada. \Vitness 
inqni1·ed it' there was dilfienlty OJ' tronhlt•. :Stated that he 
was Shel'iif' of the ~:onnt.\·, and di1l not wish to get into a 
scrape. They assured him that )forgan had consented to 
go away-that he was to be put upon a farm in Canada. 
Witness went to \V1·ight's, where he found the cal'l'iage in 
which .Mm·gan was con\'eye<l. \Vitncss says, a man who is 
dead, (Hague) and )!organ, were the on l,r persons who 
rode in the carriage from W1·ight's to Lewiston. They 
changed hot·sc-; nt Lewiston, and proeeellerl to the burying
ground near Fm·t Niag:u·a. The.v t.hen erossed the fet·r.v 
ncar the Fort, oYer to Canada. :Mo1·gan dill not get ou~ of 
the boat. The arrangements on the Canada side, for ::\lor
gan.'s reeeption, were not compicte<l, and he was hi'On!.{ht 
back. It was thought best to bring him baek a few rla,,·s 
until the people on the other sid(• were r«:>ady to receive 
~im. They then went up to the .Fot·t and lodged M01·gan 
in tb~ magazine, to await the prepara~ions on the other 
side of the l'i\'er. Has ne,·erseen .Morgan since he 1<-ft him 
in the magazine. Docs not know what was clonl' with him. 
He left the Fort before day-light. Hnguc :mel ~lorgan ('OD

v.eMed together. Morgan supposed he wns going with 
friends, and appeared perfectly easy. Some liqttol' was 
baoded in to 1\lorgan at .Molineux's tavern. He sat erect in 
the oartia~,'and did not appear to Qe enfeebled. When 
they got out of tl~ 'carriage, l\lorgan loeked arms with tire 
two gentlemel't, (Hague and the gentleman who got• in at 
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Youngstown,) and walked towards the .Fort. Witness sup
posed that Morgan bad consented to go off. There was no 
liquor in the carriage. 

01·oss e:r;nminntion b]l Jb·. Spencer.-The man who was 
with Smith is five hunch·ed miles from this place. He then 
lived at Loekport. Witness got to Wright's tavern between 
9 and 10 o'clock in the eYening. He rode hack to Lock
port, the next da,y in a sulkey. He does not know how 
Smith got to Lockport. He does not know how the snlkey 
got to Lewiston. HP undet·~lool that the sulkey was sent 
home. Did iwt see any body start with it. The sulkey 
wa's to he fot·warded on east. The hot·se, he undet'Stood, 
was owned somewhere on the Ridge. 1\light have had 
directions where to send the horse and sulkey, but don't 
now recollect pnrti<~nlat·s. Witness saw sevet·al persons at 
Wright's-perhaps half a dozen, besides those who resided 
there. Some of them wet·c stt·angers. Wt·ight lives at the 
point where the Lockp01·t road intersects the Ridge. It is 
about three miles from Lockport. Saw three persons whom 
he knew, at Wright's, besides those who went on with him. 
He kn,ew the person who arovc the carriage. A person on. 
horsebaek rode up n~ar them when ncar 1.\lolineux's. Took 
another carriage at Lewiston. The curtains of both carriages 
were closed down . . Has seen Loton Lawson in jail since, but 
did not aee him at Wright's. Is confident of that. The 
same per11ons only who enme from Wright's, got into· Fox's 
carriage. Fox's testimony is pcrfe:.:tly correct. A man got 
in neal' Youll'gstown. Witness niet two or three strangers 
on the way from Wright's to Lockport, on foot. He met 
them aoout three qntu:ters of a J,Dile from Wright'£~ . . Wit
nes~ ¥B'!' o!l st1:apg~r at \he installation the next day, whom 
he was informed was .1ohn Whitney, of Rocheste1·. 1\Ior
gan was left in the' magazine. [To the qnestio'n in whose 
charge, ·Margan Was lett, the Cot\rt·interposed·and said that 
persoDS' no1il&ptln trial, must not be implicated, and . the 
questwn w~"'ot uswered. The Court alse r~fQt~e!l to per
mi~ t~f.'.Jilames. of persons who were in the boat, to be men
tione<r. j ' Witness .said they crosseil the river fn the usual 
ferr;(boat: ·ne 'snbject or Mol'gan''a abduction was not 

11 



n;:;c-. .. 1 UJ""I!l at a n--_:ui:ar m.-.·tin_: of the Ruyal Art'b Chap
tf·r. at 'Lix:kp···rt. twu wt-.·k,. t ... •l(•n• it was done. Tht•r·•· 
rni~ht h:,n· 1..-f-n :a •h•,n:t .. n· •li,.t·ll"-"'i"ll ahc•ut it hy th•· 
rm·mhen;. or the Chapkr~·:ail:lott tdl the Sf>4c'.· ilic tim~un
fiOt "!1.'" it was tluri11~ th<> ~ph·mht.·r se,.sion. Does not 
r•,.·ollt·ct thnt he tn:,J a 1"-'n;.(l!l tlmt :trran~ements bad been 
ma•lc· " ·'" him,.df :tll•l twn otht·r ~ht•ri:fs to c:arrJ· Morgan 
un: "Witll(•:;s >'3_,.,._ UJI<IIl hi" o:ath. th:lt he ·~lil'\"ec:l he ha<l 
c·on»PUtetl to !!'' aw:l\· ,-.. Jnnt:nii,-. Mor<.,!an madl' no com
plaint whole ~·itcc•ss · W:l" with irim. Tht>re 11·as no pistol 
l"ither in th•~ t·arri:a;.r•• nr hn:1t. tn tht• koowled~ of the wit
ness. The n ·;!nlar st:l;!l' to Lewiston tlitl not then rnn 
thrnol:!h I...O<'kport. It was =<ix or eight •lays l~rore .Mor·gan 
was st W rigbf,. that Turner t·ame and asked witness if 
there was a eell at liherty. He statetl that )forgan would he 
brought. that night from Uat:a\·ia. and n plat·f' was wanted 
for him till he t·ould ht! st>nt on to Canada." 

ELIHt: liATIIER. 

This gentleman was indit·ted at th<' Orl£'ans t'<lunty 
Circuit Court, duuging him with n ·'Conspiracy to kidnap 
William llorgan," and his trial took place at the Novem
ber term of the Conrt, 1830. 0\·er n W£'ek was occupied iu 
impanneling a jury, and the most exdting of all the trials 
ot~curred in relation to the right of mason~ to sit on the 
jm·y, when one or the fraternity was to ht> tried. The oaths 
or obligations of masons were here pretty well ventilated. 
1'he masons were all excluded from the pannel except one 
ll·ho was admitted by Judge Gardiner, the presiding J ndge, 
he deposing on oath that he would have no too~ hesitancy 
in bringing in a member guilty, if pro\"ed, than one who 
had nent• belonged to the Order. Tbe An\i-m.-mie com
mittee wer£' very indignant towards the Judge ft:Jr this 
ruling, and took up lhe exceptions of the Speclal 00\tneel, 
to the Supreme Court. where f.he decision was BOJtatned. 
Not ~~a~isted with this they introduced the auhject hato the 
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General Assembly as worthy of a legislative inquiry, and 
the Assembly ordered the Judge to make a special report 
upon what grouuds he had so decided. This report was · 
1\n able and logical one, and so cleady justified his adion, 
that even the most violent partisan never made a move to 
have the matter furtb~t· investigated. 

~'he testimony on the trial of Mather was th:1t when 
the Morgan caniage arrived at Gaines. on the Ridge Road, 
he was applied to for a change of horses-that be procured 
the team of hilil brother's, put them to the vehicle in the 
place of those that need~d rest, mounted the box and drove 
the carriage to the next place of change, when he returned 
home. This was all the plut he bad with the atlait·, and it 
was not proved that be knew who were his passengers, or 
that he had ever hoard of William Morgan. Upon these 
facts only being shown t~e jury very properly acquitted 
him. He afterwards moved to Michigan, and resided at 
Qoldwater in !that Sta.~e, where he died in 1866, at the age 
of i4 years. 

COL. W. H, lUNG. 

This gentleman at the time of the Morgan Abduction 
resided on a fann about six miles ft'Om Lewiston, near 
Youngstown. He' was a man of unblemished character, 
and pos1esse(l a reptltation fot· · exemplat:y integrity. He 
bad repre$en'ted Niagara comity in both Houses of the New 
Yor.t ·Legislature and was widelj1 known ; and highly 
esteemed. On the nig-ht that the Morgan carriage was 
d'rl"eii to Yo~g&towh, it stotjp'ed ·at C<Jl. King's, and Bruce 
1teJ\t hi and •oke hitn up,' the· boor being neo.r midnight. 
~em;· Fb%, 'th-e ·dt-lver· Of the cA1riage ft'Om Leowiston, 
WUltft tbat' lliog . and Bruce con1'eraed for some· time. th
getbet in tlie ball, when Col. King came and got Into 'the 
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carriagt·. He then accompanie1l tlw IJ8rty across the ferry 
to C:mada and retnmed with it, and waR present when :!\lo;:·-

• gan wns locked up by Giddings in the magazine. Tbe 
nl'xt day he participated in tlw ceremonies at Lewiston, as 
well us llruee, and it does not uppt•ar t.hat he farther 
troublett himself about ll01·gan. or ever inquired after hito 

fate. His health for some time had heen feeble, being 
att:wked with pulmonary consumption, for which he was 
arlvist>d by his phy!!ician!! to seek a more sontbem climate 
as !1 check to the tliseasc. With this view he ohtained an 
appointment as Sutler in the army for a station at "Canton
ment Towson," on a tribitm·.v to the Red Rh·er, in Louisi
ana, twnr the boundary line of Texas, and left for this dis
tant htation a few months after the Morgan abdul'tion. lit> 
was indicted for "conspiracy and murder," shortly after he 
left, and the Anti-masonic committee dedared be was a 
fugitive from justice, and demanded that an officer be sent 
to arrest and bring him back. A requisition from the Gov
ernor of New York on the Governor of Louisiana was pro
cured, and Joseph Garlinghouse, Sheriff of Ontario county, 
with Phineas P. Bates, ex-Sheriff, thus armed, sta.rted for 
Louisiana. Garlinghouse and Bates, at the commencement. 
of the legal proceedings against the "Abductors," had a 
s1>ecial contract between themselves to share the profits of 
the venture, a'nd if they could '<onvict any one or murder, 
they proposed to claim the $2.000 reward offered by Gov. 
Clinton. They were therefore very zealous to procure Col. 
King. M t.bere was a count in the indictJnent agaiust hia 
for murder, a.nd it was thought he might ba.ve 'been o•" of 
thO&C )'fbo took Morgan out. of the maga.zine Qll· tho nigbt 
of tlw 2.0t.h of. September. When t,hey arrivQd j&~ )lew 
OrlcaQ!J, ~n olllc~r of the ~lit.ary }>OSt where CoL Kilag. wp 

--
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stationed, was also in the city, and while they were getting 
the proper endorsement of their papers from the Governor, 
learned theh· el'l'and, and hurried back to camp, arriving 
there before the Sheriff' and his deputy. He· informed th6 

• Colonel of what was in &tore for him. Col. King determined 
not to btl arrested by these officers and dragged back as a 
criminal in chains, but to go back by himself a free citizen, 
and in New Y01·k boldly face his accusers. He therefore 
stepped over the line into Texas, and when the officers 
al'l'ived at the camp they could not find their prisoner. 
There would have been little danger or inquiry made if 
they had pursued and arrested him on Mexican soil, as 
that Government paid but· little attention to infractions of 
international law in that remote region from the seat of 
Government, but Garlinghouse and Bates were not the most 
courageous of men, and some hints of the C9lonel's friends 
in camp, made them hurry on the road homeward. CoL 
King immediately resigned his position and made haste to 
return to New York to meet the accusation against him, 
He arr ved at Lockport about the same time the officers 
did, and stood fearless and erect before his enemies and 
defied them to prove that be had commi~d any violation 
of the laws. of his country. He was arrested, . but was 
released on baH to appear for .trial at a future term of the 
Court. But he was soon called to appear before a higher 
tribunal than that covenanted in the bond. He died in a f'w 
weeks after,- his friends said from an attack of. hemorrhag• 
of the the lungs-his eaemiea, of remorse and shame. 

· &ZUl~ DWElT.. '. 

Tile iltdlctmen$ .-iaat tbM {IMtleman •• · lol la18e 
lmpriflonmellt,·•l(lhargiog ·him epeoUlcally wit& recebiug 
!lorgaa·at. tae•Col1 anti . loeking him up in. tbetblaguiDe. 
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Wht>n tht' troops left the fort in ~la.r. 18:W, as has hefon• 
been stntl'1l, the gO\·erumeut property there was left in tht• 
l"UHtody of Giddin!{R, wh<? was t.be light bouse keeper, hut 
sometime in August. a CommisRary in the army visiterl 
the tort for the purpose of seeing what property was left. 
with a ,·iew to making some disposition, or presen·iug it from 
waste. While there be made sale of certain articles belong
ing to the government, but not disposing of all, he P-mployetl 
.Mr. Jewett to take charge of the balance, and returned to 
his regiment. Thus it was that ~lr. Jewett was qucui in 
possession of the fort in the September following, bu& on 
his tt·ial it was pl"Oved that Giddings had the keys of the 
magazine, and that they were never in the possession of 
Jewett, and all. the testimony brought forward by the prose
cu~ion, did not directly implicate the defendant in a remote 
way with the affuir. His trial took place in Lockport, in 
June, 1830, before the Special Cout-t-Judge Marcy pre
siding. It was a long and tedious trial, and ·it was at this 
term that the Judge charged the State half a dollar for get
ting a tailor to mend his pantaloons. The jury in the case 
of Jewett were out hut fifteen minutes before they bt·ongh& 
in a verdict of "Not guilty." 

Solomon C. Wright and Jeremiah Brown. the first a 
tavern keeper, on the Ridge Road where the horses to the 
Morgan carriage was changed, and the latter who drove the 
e~Vflage·from Wright's to Lewistdn were tried•at this same 
terul, and botb also acquitted. 

BURRAGE aJUTH 

resid d in Roc hester, in September, 1826, and in company 
· It J n Whi~ teak pa~e in.tbe stage f.-.m ·Roches
• to Oan ndaig._.., on tile mdrnlslg. of. the lit.h of ·that 

1h. Ue was one who accODtpanMd the Morgan carriage, 

• 
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and- is supposed to be the one who rode in the sulkey, which 
waited fm· the carriage at Ackley'~:~, at the north end of the 
villag('. Others supposed him to be the mystel'ious "Dr. 
Foster," ~ho in company with Cheesebro, Lawson and Saw
yer, took Morgan from the jail, but this was proved by the 
testimony of l\lrs. Hall and Dr. Wells not to be the case, 
as they tleposed that the two bore no resemblance. Which
ever way he may haYe left Canandaigua, it was well authen
ticated that he accompanied the party to Niagara. It will 
be seen by Bruce's testimony that he it was, who informed 
him (Bruce) at Lockport that MorgaJ;~ was at Wright's, 
and that he had rode on ahead in the sulkey-to notifJ' him 
of the fact. IJe was the next day at the installation at 
I..ewiston, and returned home the following day by the 
steamboat plying on Lake Ontario between Niagara 
and Rm~hester. After Cheesebro, Sawyer and J.,awson 
were indicterl, and · the Anti-masonic committee pub
licly avowed their intention to prosecute every one con
nected with }!organ's abduction, Smith and Whitney sud
denly left Rochester and the State. They went to Louis
ville, Keatucky, and procured employment on the Ohio 
canal then being constructed around the Falls at that place. 
The Anti-masons immediately proclaimed that Smith and 
Whitney were fugitive murderers and hastened to obtaiu 
the prop_er papers to arrest them in Kentucky. Smith Wait 

indicted in the Ontario Special Sessions for Conspiracy and 
Fals~ Imprisonment. Whitney was also indicted a• thq 
eame term, bn~ of him we will speak mo~e ftdt,' bel'Qt\er, 
The proper requisition• were procured of the Governor1 

and GIU'lingbouae and Bates at onoe ataneq for JUratucty. 
'J'bere were • ·large number of citiaeas of o-.-.no ~ 
llonroe co11n~i~~~t~ a' LQqt.ville •rppl4yed on tile wprk •f ~-
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canal, MJljor Nathaniel Allen, of Ontat·io county, h:wing a 
lmrgc contmct thm·eon, and had engaged lahm·ers in his own 
11ection of the <·ountry. Through sonw of thPse Smith an•l 
Whitnuy learned that Garlinghouse and Bates were on their 
way to arrest them, when they unmediately left hcfore the 
oflicet·s arrived at Louisville. Smith went td New Orleans, 
but the officers did not pursue him farther, they having no 
authority to arre!'lt their pt·isonet·s any whern hut on Ken
tucky soil. When Garlinghonse went to I..onisiana for Col. 
Kiatg, he also took with him papers for Smith, · but did not 
find him. His wife soon afterwnrtis joined him at Rodney, 
1\Iississippi, and he getting into business · in New Orleans, 
determined to make it his permanent residence. But death 
soon put an end to his career on earth. In 1829, the yellow 
fever raged with great virulence in that city and he became 
one of its victims. He died on the 17th day of August of 
that yt~ar. • 

JOHN WHITNEY AND JAMES L. GILLIS. 

We have grouped these two individuals under one sub
bead for the reason that they were jointly presented in the 
indictment as co-criminals, for what reason it was never 
known except to the prosecutors and the grand jury who 
found the bill. We shall, however, in· treating of tbei1· 
eases take up each · seperately, and unlike the Court before 
whom they were tried, grant them separate trials. It was 
said that· the reason they were jointly presented, 'was, that 
the Anti-maS'Onic·committee fonritl they had 'more e~idence 
io convict Whitney· than Gnlis, an<l by indicth1g ana trying 
them tog~ the~ iheyl hcrped to secure two victims instead of 
o~. · TM\3 nib.y have ·been the prbper sotnt!on, as it ap
peWted t1iey had ~e 'evidence a:gain.St· Wbitnej, \thile 
nOile!'Wm'tlijr ot·=belief' was ~ver ptodueed agalns't GiDis. · l · 
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It has already been mentioned in speaking of the case 
df Burrage Smith that Mr. Whitney C(\me to Canauduigua 
with that gentleman on the memm·able 12th of September. 
1lis business,there ostensibly was to employ a stone cutter 
for his business in Rocheste1·, and his partner in his testi
mony on the trial stated they were in want of such a work
man, and that Whitney told him that was his business to 
Cnnandaigua on the morning before leaving Roc~hester. 

But it was generally believed that Smith _and Whitney went 
there that day pursuant to an arrangement to receive l\lor
gan and take him to Niagara. While at Canandaigua, he 
made inquiries for a stone cut.ter, and several parties who 
knew him met him and testifiQd that that appeared to be 
his only business. He was not at the jail when l\lorgan 
was taken out, but was overtaken by the carriage, tra,•eling 
on foot, a mile or two out o~· the village. He got up and 
rode on the seat with the driver to Victor, when he procured 
a horse and went on nhead of the carriage to Rochester,. 
where it is supposed he made the arrangements for the · 
second carriage that took up the party at Hanford's. He 
went on with the carriage to Lewiston, qr near there, and 
at~ndcd the Installation on t!1e ~4th, and retu~;ned to Roch
ester in the steambol:\t with Smith th~ follo~ing day. Hia 
own. version of the aifair is given in his testimony at tho 
second trial of 1\Ir_. Gillis, w~1ich was as follows: 

. . ' 

· "Oohn Whitney being duly sworn, stated in substancff 
tbat"ilie smrted .from. Rochester for Canandaigua on-the 12~h 
oC Se,-..mber, 1824, in company .with Burmg~ Smith, for. 
the purpose of collecting a bill due him at Victor, and ~o 
get • atone outter at Canan<Jaigua, which was IHs only busi 
neB& ••li only object he had in vie.w, and that he did no• 
then · knew tb&t MortJ&n •as 4lo 1be.tak-oo away. That h& 
W118 im\}edaet\Y acquaiMecl witb •be defe11.daat at that time.· 

12 
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IJcl got on the hox of tlw t•:tniagc eontainiug Morgan about 
n mil<' out of ('anantlaigua. .Jamei! L. Gillis was not in tlH• 
c·nniage to b,s knowledge. lie did not l<now 1\loq:ran at 
that time. Rode in tlw earTin~c· to Bc:wh's tavern at Victo1·, 
wlwrc he left it when watpr·in)! at the trough, and got a 
horse of Dr. Beaeh to go to Roehester. He did not see thE> 
caniagc aftt~r he left it to go into Beach's until be saw it at 
the H<•scrmit· at UociH'stcr. When h<' waked them up at 
Be:wh'H he Wl'llt around to tiH• kitdwn door and from 
tlwncc into the har-mom, where he saw two or three per
f'On,.., among whom was one of tlw ({illises; he thinks Enos, 
with whom he dmnk; wall there in all, twenty minutes. or 
half t\11 hour-<lid not see J:unes L. Gillis there, nor on the 
ro:ttl tn Hoehe:>tPr, nor ut Hanford's Landing, where he was 
prc:.;cnt wlwn tht•.r changefl carriages, antl he could not. 
ha'•;e ht'cn then• without his knowing it; Gillis did not ridt.> 
out with him, nm· did he sec him to his knowledge at any 
plneo or any where on the road; no man of that na11_1c 
nct·ompani<'tl him, nor did he see any one of that name on 
the r·ontl. He knew of no restraint t:pon Morgan. He did 
not heur him threatened-he wus not gagged, nor blinded, 
Jtor to hi~ lmowle<lg~ wns he intoxicated. He heard some 
fault found with ~forgan about the course he had pursued. 
Morgnn mo.nifcRtcd regret, and he (witness) understood 
from the company and from .Mm·gnn, that Morgan was 
going WI'St, secretly, for the purpoic of preventing l\liller 
and his associates from knowing where he did go-:.-with the 
object in view to stop the publication of the book they were 
about to publish, and be (witness) verily believed this was 
the real object. . 

"lforgan complained of Miller and his associates-said 
'bey bad led him astray, and he was horry for it. He ap· 
peared perfectly satisfied in goiDg off, and spoke of M) 

arrangement to go. On the Ridge Road they awpped at 
two public hmtses, and at an orchard they got out, gathered 
and nt apples, Morgan among the others, each walking 
l nt u' pleasure. There waa no jug ·or liquor in the ear

t , b t there waa .ome · brougbt into it iD a 'Wiibler. 
\ i .o •11 took aappet' at W.riabt's :aM wot. on with Uae car-
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riage to ,within about ten miles of I~ewiston. Witness does 
not know that :Morgan was carried out of the State, nor 
what'became of him. Tho caniuge was not dosed all the 
time. He had no conversation with the Gillis whom he saw 
at Beach's on the subject ol' Mm·gan. .James L. Gillis did 
not ride in the carriage with Smith and himself fi'Om Victor 
to Canandaigua. Witness did not take tea at Ackley's, nor 
was he about the postoffice that day, or night, except com
ing in or going out from Canandaigua. The persons in the 
carriage were addressed hy their correc.t names. He in- ·. 
formed, or engaged to inform, those who were going to the 
installation nt I"ewiston that this caniage was on its Ml.y, 
~nd he expected himself to go with them. It was told to 
.1\lorgau that he ~hould be as well taken ca1·e of as though 
bQ. published the book, if he did ns he agreed. He does 
not rcm~mhcr of hearing any reason for putting :\!organ 
into the carriage by force, but Morgan admitted that he had 
agreed with Loton Lawson that he had agreed to go, and 
appeared to apologize, and stated that be did nf>t know 
what the arrangPments were at the jail. Witu~ss thoroughly 
nnderstoorl tha~ the oply objert was to keep Morgan from 
l\liller and his assodates1 uncl stop the publication of the 
book." · · 

When ·wbttney was· apprised while at work on the 
Obi~ canal ihat Giirlinghouse was on his 'way to ai-rest him, 
he' left Louil'l\,ille mid went' to St. Lon is, Where a brother-in- ' 
lit~' of b.is re·~ldb'd, but ~ftci· '~·efnaini.ng there fo;. a short time 
tetutne'\i' v61it'nt'arily to Rochester and siuTeiHlt•I·ed flimself. 
. : Ja~es L. Gillis, the co-respondent' o'f Whitney, 'at the 

time of the Mbrg-an ahduetion was a 1'esident M the North
~Stern {'ttrt· 6f ·PC~ns~:l~h.nia, where he bad. loeate~ tn the 
feat-1 .. 812:. ;,n~;wa~ .7 n,~tive· of."\yashington. ~ounty,_ ~cw 
torte. •lfe set1•ed · 10 tlie <var of 1812 anlf was with Gen. 
eral· :~dtt'lit 'the"b'attie of Lundy's Lane: where he ~as 
.wountted. That part''o~ 1 Pllnri·srt~nia to whf~h· h~ '!lad emt
~rated was •~rt the time a ~na· co'tintry; 'and' but' ft!w inhabt-
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taut had vl'ntlll't'tl to tnkc up the i1· ahode in so dreary a 
region. For t en rc:u·s nft.C I' his settlement Uierc h s n I' ·t 
po totJic:e was seventy mile distnnt. l n the spl'ing ot 1826, 
his wife's health failing, be took her on a vi it to two of his 
brothe1·s, wl1o l'E:)S idecl at Victo1·, Ontario county, N w York. 
Her !tt'alth not improving, he left her at Victo r, and went 
to New York City on business, nnd from there via Phila
flclphin returoerl home, his a(t'airs dcmandina bb pe1·sonnl 
attention. lli s wife continuml to grow wm·sc and died at 
his bi'Othc1·'s, in Victm·, in July, nnd it wa ove1· ~ month 
l1cfo!'c he could recei\'e the sad news, owing to his isolated 
locality. H e immediately commenced tho joul'lley of some 
two hundred miles on horscb!lck and reached Victor in the 
earliest time possible. H o did not get ready to resume llis 
journey homeward till about the time of the Morgan abduc
tion, but was prepared to leave inn dny or two. On the 
12th of Septemhcr be went to Canandaigua to negotiate ~ 
clra.ft on Philnclelphia at one of the banks in that village. 
but not having completed his business when the regular stnge 
left he returned in the evening by a •'retllt·n extra coach," to 
Victor. He th ou concluded to go on to Rochester .the same 
night to expedite matters nnd close up his business pre• 
parato1·y for his early return io his home in Pennaylvania. 
He hnd in Rochester previously aold a quantity or· wheat 
and purchased a lot of mill irons ~ take with him back to 
Pennsylvania. He thinks be must have been ahead of the 

· Morgan carriage all the way to Rochea~r, as he neil.her 
saw or heard of it, and had never tilt some days af\e:rwarda 
ever beard of :Morgan at all. A witness by the name of 
Felt on the trial, testified that "Gillis ii a thorough dl·iving 
man whe starts on a journey wY,hou~ regard to day or 
night." Another witneu .. testift~d that "Gillia ia a buaineaa 
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man and very enterprising." He having closed his affairs 
in that section of the country, soon after returned to his 
home in Pennsylvania. It was some time in that out of the 
way .section of the country b('fore he heard what was going 
on, or that be was accused of being one of the "Morgan 
abductors," but it did reach him after a while,_ and he at 
once started for Canandaigua to iuqnire into matters, and 
confront his accusers. When he arrived at Canandaigua 
he was formally arrested before he got out of the stage, and 
put under bonds to appear at a future term of the Court. 

At the term of Court to which he was recognized to 
appear, he was present and demanded his trial, but Whitney 
not having returned from the west, Gillis was refused a 
trial until his co-respondent was arrested and in the juris~ 
diction of the Court. So lie alternated back and forth 
between New York and Pennsylvania at every term of the 
Court for nearly two years. It wa" finally stipulated be
tween the attorneys t~at Mr. Gillis need not attend any 
more terms, until he was served with notice that the prc:>se
cutor and Court w~re ready to bear and determine his c:u~e. 

A~ length Whitney returned and was arraigned on the 
indictment. The case came on for trial at the May term, 
1829. A notice of the time of the trial had been sent by 
mail, but owing to the irregularities of the matl facilitiee 
of that day, and the great distance to any postotftce from 
Mr. Gillis' residence it failed to, reach him. The opening 
proceedings in tlie case, are here subjoined, from which it 
will be seen that Mr. Gillis was not preeent, but ...... 
patiently awaiting a summons i.t his home iJl PeDDsylv4Dia, 
to appear,wheo i.ofonaed hie case wu rudy AM-~: 
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"ONTARIO GENERAL SESSIONS, i 
May Term, 1829. f 

The People, ) 

John '\\Yl~ltncy and ~ Indictment for conspiracy, etc 
James L. Gillis. J 

"NATUASIEL HowELL, Judge. 
"FoR TilE PEol'LE-.John C. Spencer, Special Attorney, 

and Bowen Whiting, District Attomey. 
·•}<'on TilE DEFl.:~mANTS-Gen. Vincent Mathews, Ebe-

nezer Griffin, Dmlley ~lnl'Vin and M. H. Sibley, Esquires. 
"John Whitney, pt·esent. 
"James J,. Gillis, absent. 
"1\h. Spence•· dedared his intention of tt·ying the cle

fendants together. Mr. Griffin desired that Whitney might 
be tried alone, but l\lr. ~pencer insisted that there was a 
connection between the two, and persisted in trying them 
together. 

"l\lr. Sibley objected to the trial of Gillis in his 
absence, and appealed to the Court to have his triat post
poned, in the consideration of the peculiar circumstances 
of the case; llhat Gillis had attended three or four times, 
ready to be tried, from anot)1cr State; that the notice of 
trial which bad been sent to him bad not reached him. 

· I'A,Jong·discussion,fol~wed between Mr. Spencer and 
Mr. Siblctf, ~oo the Court declined putting. off Gillis' trial. 

"The Court wtimated an opinion that the defendants 
SbOtild be tried separately, but would not direct. The 
~pet..-ial Attorney remarked t'hat the reason for trying them 
togetber; waa·~ho.convenience of the witnesses and the little 
remainjng tiJne in the present ~erm. 
• . "1\lr. Sibley then refld an atfl~avit that John .C. Cooper 
was a material witness for Gillis, and had been subprenaed, 
bnt bl\8 not att~ddeo~ a'nd'' applted t<> put off the ti·l·aJ of 
Gllli io oen~«1ftence. - · : · · · · •· - ' · 

'''llleJCGdrt.I@&UaOlleN'aleli. tihe •otion to pfr.itpoqe .the 
triAl of Gillis. 

"Trial postponed till afternoon. 
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"Afternoon.-Mr. Sibley wished to be considered as 
110t assenting to the trial of ~illis in his absence." 

The t;·ial then proceeded, and a mass of testimony was 
taken. The evidence showed pretty plainly that Whitney 
accompanied the Morgan carriage from Canandaigua to 
some point on the Ridge Road west of Rochester, but the 
only possible proof that Mr. Gillis had any connection with 
the affair was that he was in Canandaigua the same day_ 
and retmncd to Victor the same evening the carriage did. 
A Mrs. Colier, living at Victor, said she saw the carriage 
go into the yard of Enos Gillis, the defendant's br~ther, 
but afterwards admitted that it might have been the car
riage of Samuel Gillis, which often went there, and it might 
have been some other evening she saw it-so long a time 
bad transpired she could not remember. Two other wit
nesses, Aldrich and Cone, gave some testimony of seeing 
the defendant Gillis with tbe Morgan party while it stopped 
at Victor, but their stories were 80 contradictory and 80 

completely rebutted by other and more respectable witnesses, 
that there_ was no doubt of their impeachment. 

The trial resulted in the jury bringing in a verdict of 
guilty as to Whitney, but were unable to agree upon a 
verdict as to Gillis. 

Whitney was then sentenced by Judge Howell to be 
confined in the Ontario county jail for the term of one year 
and four months, and the sentence immediately carried into 
executiQn. In June. 1830, he was taken out of jail ud 
conveyed to Lockport by the prosecution U a witneSB to 
~stify in the case of Ezekiel Jewet~ but when placed upon 
the stand refused to be sworn, sajring ''th~t be wu t,tot in 
the ~njoyment of any of th~ r~~~.an? pri,Vil~g~~ o~ a citi-
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zen, and as his body was kept in confinement, he preferred 
confining his mind also.'' The Com·t 01·dered him to be 
imprisoned 30 days in the Cnnandaigua jail, and to pay a 
fine of •250, for contempt. It does not appear that the 
orde~ for contempt was ever executed, and was either 
remitted by the Judge subsequently, or by a pardon obtained 
from the' executive of the State. 

His term of imprisonment expired in September, 1830, 
when be was released. He returned to Rochester, but after 
a few years he emigrated to the West, first to .Michigan, 
from thence to Illinois, and lived to a ripe old age a highly 
respected an'd useful citizen. He died in the city of Chi
cago, in 1870, aged over 80 years. 

Immediately after the joint trial of Whitney and Gillis, 
and the jury failing to agree as to the latter, n sheriff was 
sent to Pennsylmnia to re-arrest M1·. Gillis and bring him 
to Canandaigua, which being doue he was requi red to renew 
his bail, and his second trial}>Qstpoued to some future term. 
After ~veral journeys back and forth again 1\lr. Gillis' case 
was brought .on for trial nt the November term 1830, and· 
was one of the lnst, if not the last, of the trials ever had in 
relation tO the 1\lorgau affair.' 

Judge Howell again presided, but John C. Spencer 
was no longer the public proseeutor. He was succeeded 
by Vict~ry 'Blrdsye, who was assisted hy Bowen Whiting, 
the District Attorney. Mr. Gillis was defended by 
Messrs. Barnard, Griffin and Sibley, attorneys and coun
selors. Neither Mr. Gillis nor his • counsel made any 
obi ·tion to th~ panel of Ju.rors, and the prosecution 
exhibited none of that reviling and bitter spil'it which had 

en exhibited 'under the administration of the former 
ti prosecutor. lD !act, it was remarked that the trial 
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was a fair anu manly inYe;;tigation, and was long remem
bered as distinguished from .the fotmer trials, as honorable 
to the cause of justice, to the bar, t1te ben<'h IUHl the ju•·.v 
box. 

. The testimony was substantiall)· the same as on the 
fonner trial. The trial only lasted three days. .l\[ •·· Bar
nard, one of Gillis' coubsel, closed his n•ldt·ess to the jury 
with the following eloquent peroration in summinJ up his 
t\l'gument: 

What is the case of Gillis? For four long ,reat·s has he 
hecn charged with "Ct'ime, when to charge was tn cotl\'it:t. 
He has suffered sncl borne without -murmul'ing, the taunts 
of a pitiless wprld-of the wwkecl, and honest, but decein!d 
-and now comes to tlhow himself upon you (or protection. 
Eight times, including the present, has he heen het·e lot· 
trial-once heen tl'ied in· his ahsence when twelve men 
couldn't hring hii» in as guilt.,·-he walkerl over the bum
ing plonghshat·e bare but nnhlistered. We all know that 
the public ear w.as filled with rumm·s of his abseontling. yet 
vou saw him come bet·e after hi:, indictment, and confi'Out 
·his accusers, and you will remember the public <.~eremo.ny 
of serllng a warant upon him as he at·rived· in the stage. ' 

Not satisfied, an<l without noti(ring him for a secntHl 
triM a fOI'Ulal l'equisition: · irt made· upon the- Guvernm· of 
Pennsy.h']\Dill,.ll Sherift' sent t'ot· him a.uct his extensi\'e hru;i~ 
\tess puce m9~·'r intenupted-more expense must he ttd(letl 
~ the ~nol11lotls amount he bad already ~een compelled to 
pay- cJrtt; •tuid brtr<fly had he !J.rrh·ed on tl1e confines of this 
8ta~··bel\')re tile. press· groans• agnia with 'hi~:~ criminal\t,,·, 
141d ~q,tbe. ~iiU. tbe (l~d, the wicked· n'Od the vult,.'ltr, 
u~ite 1 iq,. ~~~,pi~ inti• mY ?U ~is ~!\me! .Ge~tle(Ue,, be it; 
n.ow your~. .f\is. b.ome .. wtth tts mfant c:u·cle anti i~~: llfW 
tres, :walts-t'or t'He Jo.vrnl rE-turn of tlte hushmHl "'ml fatrter 
or· t,(,·~~ive tiriJtngs! nf 'itg deaolation'-'the • burial Hf its 
~ .. bd it.s lwpeSI! God· a1vett frMl: hha dd· his hbltse, 
BUoh a ea!amity! Genthvpen, be .is inl)OOOI;lt-BB • rs nnm-
.. 13 ! • ~ -·. 
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m:NT; nnd even now methinks I hPar the r.cbo of your 
righteous wr<lict, ''HF. Js! HE 11~ !" 

Tlw jnry without hesitatntiou bmnght in a ,·erdict nr 
"not guilty.'' an<l .Mr. Gillis Willi .th<·u rdN\sed fi'Om furthf"r 
c>xpcn~Je m· trouble from this hnrrassing nu<l expeosin• 
nffuir. The excitement soon al'tcr was <·oosignecl w its 
g;·uve nnd the uld Court House in Canandaigua, and the 
whole community mtjoye<l a mort> lw:tlt.hl); t·alm. 

· .Judge Gilli~t, now having vin«li<·ated his eharacter from 
Anti-masonic aspersion, •·cturned to Pennsylvania, and pur
sued his avoentions without ftii'Uu~•· inte1·ference. To sbow 
the inveterate animosity of' tht> Anti-masonic leader~ 

towards eYery one who might he 1ci11Spected of heing c.•on 
cerned in the abduction, it will onl.v be necessary to refer to 
an inddent in connection with llr. Gillis, and the detea·mi
nation of some of them to ruin flnancinlly, if they could 
not p1-ove any crime against them. The Courts of General 
Session were composed of a presiding jndge and two a880-

date jndges, which were generally denominated "Side 
Judges." These latt£'r were generally picked up out of 
some country justices of the peace and selected by tbe 
partisan managers to help the ticket, with bnt little regard 
to their fitness or capal'ity. The- office was a mere sinecure. 
and the presiding judges, who were appointed by the GoT· 
ernor, and selected generally for their competency as jurists, 
paid but little attention ·to their associates, who frequelf*ly 
were devoid or all knowledge or the derious waylt fit tbe 
Jaw, and were content to enjoy the honors ot ~heir station11 
and the pay they received. scarcely e..-er intert'eriaar with tbe 
pre icUng judge's ruling. At the time or tbe joiM Vial or 

hitoey und Gillis Judge Howell h•tl 1m- Ga-e or lit. ailllo
on the be'aclt a brawling Afttl· ma&Onic pbliti'ehm &.r 
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the name of. Rawsnn. A l'ter the vm·dict of the jury waR 
received in which it tlisagJ·eecl a~ to Gillis, this Rawson 
remarked to some of his Anti-mi\Sonic t'rientls, Oil the vt>r
aodab of the principal bote~ th!lt "if they l'onld not get 
Gilli1:1 <•onvicted, they could nt. lc•ast ruin him-they could 
keep him trotting bal•k anti l'o•·th lh11n Penn!,;,\-IY:tnia to 
Canandaigua till he became a bankl-upt. anti then his 
monE>y gone it would be an easy mattm· to ~et a jm·y to 
bl'iog iu a verdict of guilty," Some one m:crheariug this 
tlll'cat reportect it to ~h. Gillis. ~t. was said thnt it was the 
oni,Y time th:tt ~lr. Gillis b~ttl eYN lost his patience m· man
i&'e:Jted any p:l~ttion 10\nmls his ptn·~:~ccutoJ·s, hut Oil this 
O(.'casioa he exftihik>t.l some conshlel'llbl~ excitement. 1ft~ 
immediately sought Ra\l'son, and finding- him ncnr tlw 
entt·aoce to the Hotel, SUI'I'Ol\ll;letl by a hll'ge l'I'OIHl ur 

J>OOple, who wei'(~ l'rorn all parts ul' the t•otmtr.r attentliu)l 
the term of oourt, :\Ia-. Gillis ucruauded ol' hi.m to know it' 
he had. bceu l'Oraoectly. iut'orn,ed itt regard to what he had 
been told he (Rawson) had s~id. .It is s_upposcll that G.illis' 
appeara~Ce, UUd~r thll excited t>tate Of his feelingt~ W<l.!l 

rather belliget·ent nnd Rawsun slunk back nncl.ma.iutn\necl 
a ~tttict ~til.enceJWtil the demand had been J't•pentml, wh<~ll 
in a trembling_,y~ioo· he roplil\d: ·•Pol'haps I did ~nake. sudt 
remat-k." Gillis then said: . "Ju<lge Uawson, I am hl'l'l! a 
t>rill(mer, not a free m~u, .~t 1 w:u·!l yon, it yon (!\"Ill' step 
yoW' fOC)t. ou Penusyh·llollia soil, .o1· if I bmu· or ,rmu· bt>iug 
&'.fay frQm this <·nnuty. I will ka"d tbt·ec hundred mi!Cls if 
~ece,avy ~o me<~t yc;,,; and will th~n i!ttli~t. sud1 a <·astiga
~i~Jl: PllO?o ~·oqr carcass ~lw,t only the grave sllall hide yopr 
•hJ?o~C !"- ,:r~ ,crowd -.1-thO\)~b ~·~_{Dpoa~d ~ainly or AnJi· 
J~8QOS, .. applautled ~Jr. G~IH!It twd RitW.IQl.l felt tl~! .rt>bu~o 
~ ~ee.~ly t.~at ~e· ~esig1ied ·~is .po~tici~, tm~ t!c~·er ~g1\iu ~>~:t\· 
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ns he was called. a "basswood'' Judge af\erward&. He was 
appointed as one of the delcgatRs to the Anti-mason i~ 
:Xatio:~al Com·ention at Baltimore in ~eptemher, 1830. but 
•le<:lined to go, it is said for the rensou thnt be feared Gillis 
woultl meet him somewhere on the route, or ut Baltimore. 

After his nt·quittal, Mr. Gilliil entered upon a large and 
extensil·e business or farming and the m:umfncture ·or lum
ber. He resided there for forty years. nnd was honored hy 
several successive elections to hoth Houses of the State 
Legislaturt>, and sen•ral l()(·al and judicial otllt·es of his 
t•ounty. In 1856 be was elected a member of COngress 
from the 24th district of Pennsylvania. This district was 
composed of the counties of Venango, Warren, Elk, McKean, 
Clat·ion, Jefferson and Clearfield-the largest Congressional 
District, at that time, in the St.'lte. After serving his term 
in Congress he was appoinWd by President Buchanan, !a
dian Agent for the Pawnee Resen·ation in :Sebraska, which 
office he held tilll862. In that year be took up his resioooce 
in ~lt. Pleasant, Iowa, where l!e still resides nt the age of 82 
years, a hale and hearty old man, rt>vered ·and esteemed by 
all who know him. 

Thus- we close our short history of these trials. aml the 
parties eharged with the_ abduction or :Morgan. . 

DAVID C. JIIILLER, 

the first instigator and partner of Morgan in the publica·
tion of the .. Morgan Book," it is reported sold the first 
edition of the work very rapidly and Wa8 preparing to issue 
another in a more· ample form, whea = It 'seeins 'tha~ · 'l!}id~'r 
David Bernard, having added greatly to the Morgan work, 
procured another copy-right, and being supported by the 
Meeder's convention at Leroy, and the Anti-masonic c·om-
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mit.tee, l\liller abandoned the further pllblication of the 
work. It appears that bile' ~·enture was a success in a ftnan
dal point, and he had but little delay in disposing of his 
whole edition at one dollar each; He demm·red to BeJ•
mu·d's l'ight to (Jsut·p his prerogative as the Morgan pub: 
lisher, but the Anti-masons promising to cled him Clerk of 
Genesee county, an otflee wo•·th ft·om two to thre<' thronsand 
dollat'S a yeat'. he withdt'l'W his .claim. He was elected such 
-clerk in No,·embet·, 1828, but did not bold the office to the 
end of the ter:n. He neglected, or was wholl_v incapable of 
perfm·ming the duties or the officeJ'or which he had ·been 
elected, and his old habits of intemperance inct·easing upo.n 
him, the t'm·ords of the ('Otmty and o'r the comts were soon 
in a jumbled mass of confusion, so mueh so that the Court 
nppointed a competent man to ta.ke (·hat·ge of the office. 
He became hesotted, and ltis son who had ostensillly taken 
his place as editot· of the "Republican Advocate," succeeded 
no better than his father. They both left Batavia in 1832, 
and went to Pennsylvania, as it was understood, and he was 
no more heard of about or in Bata\'la, and left no friends 
who took sufficient interest i·n his fa.te to make any inquires 
as to his _subsequent career • 

. MRS. MORGAN, 

·the wife, or widow, left at Batavia, after her husband's dis
appeat·ance, has had a history assiglled her almost as mJ'B
terioos as tile tate of her consort, as she has had· more· re
ported locations for her residence since' that period than 
usually falls to the lot of one woman. At one time it Wall 

repo~d that she was lh•lng in Pennsylvania.~, another fu 
Ohio, Missouri and nftnots, and tr~any persons claim 'that 
they knew her In Kentuck~·, and · others i'll Mtcbtgan. ft 
was told that some ten year • aftel' she became a "wi<tow"· 



Almt:CTJON OF' MOKOAN. 

t.ltil4 purpolle t'<'printe«.l ••Rct·naucl's Light on 1\lnsonr,r." 
Jntblillhcrl> wrote tn Bernard, us its ol'iginul author, to 11 

1Ut •·Jutt·oclm·tiou to the Revised Edition," hitt h~ cleeli 
In his t•tiply h(' gave his t•easotHI Ill! lhllowA: "I have 
war with the masonic lhttt~rnit~·· lndet•d, I owe no 1 

anything l111t lo\'1!. I hate no disposition thercfmc 
t•rcatt! anoth<>r <~xeitemcnt ngainst thc Ot'tler. I would 
ttnd die in p<mt'e with nil mankiml." 

TUt.:KLOW w•:EI>, 

whom we ha\·e so fn•qtwntl,r mentioned ns ont' of the 
ing cwgnnizer.- of the politil•al Anti·tnllRoni<: party, nnrl 
clid mueh to kPeu the excitement up l!O long ns there w 
t'<'lllote pruspcet of tlw sne('(~ss of the pnrt,r in th<' 8 
nnd 1\ poRsihilit~· of mnking it Nntioatal, hns c\·cr ~ 

I!XCrdscrl n contt·oting inltuenec in the pollti<~s of 
c:ountt·y. llc wnl! one nf the l£:ading orgnnizt>rll of 
Whig ptu·ty in J8a4, nwl lot• 20 yea1·s was one of its 1 

nhle champions. lie has only hcen excellect M a RU<·cct 
jourunlist, by a fl•W OHm in this cotmtry. If(' ma.v wt•l 
c·lassed equal with Hcmwtt, Gr<'l'lt•.r, Rnymond. Cros 
Wl'hb, Bryant, Rlail', Green. !\fedary, Ritc:hil', Prentis: 
of whom were hi11 cotcmtpomril'R, aucl with Clapp, J>g\'1 
C:as!iidy, GrllJ, Godwin, .-ut'n<!y, Stor~y. White, ho1 
.Jooes, and many othcrN who now stand at the heft 
the profession. He was nlwuss the intimate rr 
of the late Gov. Seward, und also with Horace Greele; 
to 1854, when the latter "dissolved the parinership or the 
of Seward, Weed & Grec~ey,'' b.r a published anuouneet 
in which the latter withdl'CW rrotn the ftrm. GrE 
and Weed at\er that (leriod wc;re not on intimate term•. 
\V e~rl strenoon~tly op'(>Otfl'd Oreeles fn 187!, notwitfuttan 
he·had signified his opt>osition to the Grant administra 
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and it was suppost>tl wou_ld suppm-t the Liberal Repuhlit·:tn 
nomination. But the t'tiOlne>!s that l:a I ex 'stPd oetwet•n 
him anti Greeley Killl'e 1 s:,.t, permittctl him to make ~Oilll' 

exertions to «lefeat his oltl friend nod l'O·WOJ'ker in Whig
days, but wht•n ht• was no mot·p of e:11'th, he wept the tnw 
tears of sympathy O\'Ct' his gmn•, anti no one was mon· 
sineere in lamenting the death of the gt·eat journalist. :\lr. 
Weed lmig ago retit•t>tl from at·th·e jout·nalistit· life, and 
resides in a "brown stone fmnt" in opnlent·e, on Fifth 
Avenue, New York, hale and heat·ty at an ntiYatwetl agt•. 
He rettred from the Alhnny Ewning .Journal, soon aftt•r 
the election of llr. Lint:oln, in 181i0, untl rcmon•d to ~t·w 
York. He was employml by ~h. Lint·oln :uul :\h. ::;ewar·d 
during the war on a secret mission to Europe. He was al:-:o 
selected administration in various other confidential missions 
by the of a delicate natm·e during that eriti<-al period of 
the country's history. After the wat· he could not t·emnin 
inactive, but, in .the spring of 1867, plll'ehnsed the "Com
mercial.A,dvertiser,~' a New Y01·k e\·cning paper, and ,com
menced his editorial life anew, but ill-health t•aused him to· 
abandon the newspaper business forevet·: Some .P~ars now 
he has been contributing to the l\lagaziue litemture of tlw 
day, and his articles are read with grent interest by tlH' 
public. In his salutatory, on aQsuming the .editorship of tlH' 
Commercial Advertiser, in 1867, h~ mentions •natty personal 
reminiscences .of his eal'ly life, but omits. nil allnsoon to tht• 
subject of Horgan·· and political Anti-masonry. From this. 
it may be inferred that he would desir~ his biogr~~:pher, 

whel). the time comes to write his .life, to blot out or his 
hi tory all l'&fi ·t·ence to the ABD.UCTION OJo' WJLLIA)l 1\lou-

ND THE ANTI-IU.SQNIC ExCITE)tENT ~·· 1826-30. 
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