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NOllTREllN DISTllICT OF NEW YOllK, .. 0 WIT: 

BE 1'1' .... EMBERED. that 00 the thirteenth day of April, in the fi(ly-1.Iaird ycat' of 
I Ihe lDdepeadeace of tile United Statel of America, A. D. 1819. David Bernard,. or 

the said l>istrict, hath deposited in lhis office the title of a ~ the riChl .. hereathe 
claima as A.thor. in the words following. to wit: 

.. Light on Maao~: a collection of all the most important documents on· the 
"~t of Specubllye Free Masonry: embracing the Reports of the Westem 
'c.tIulmniuees in relation to the abduction of William Morgan, Proceemngl of COIl
«.entions, Orations, EI.ays. &C. &c With all the d8lfees of the order conferrei 
.. in a Master'. Lodce, as written hy Captain William Morgan; aU the degrees 
"conferr8d in the Royal Arch Chapter and Grand Encampment of Knights TeropiuB 
co with the appendant ... ders, a. published by the Convention of Seceding Maaons' 
... beld at Le Roy, July 4 and 5, 1828. Also, a reyelation of all the degrees conferred 
" ia the W.., of Perfection, and fifteen decrees of a.tiU higher order, with senn 
"Fre.cb d.,._: .. akiag forly-eight "egrees of Free Masonry. With notes and 
"critical remarks. By Elder David Bernard! of Warsa ... Genesee Co. N. Y. 
"once lUI Intimate Secretary in the Lodge 01 Perfection; IUId Secretary of the 
II Con.ention of Seceding Mason •• held Ilt Le Roy, July 4 and 5, 18!8 

t, '.er ft._" II • .alae cOTered that ,hall Dot Ite revealed, ud b14 that .baU. aot be b~.' 
'''ad ..... t yo btar b.1he ear that preach ye upo. the !lOUIe topl.' Z ... C1trtet." 

III COIIFORMI'!'!' to the Allt of the COll8l'ess of the United States, entitled" An Acl. 
for the encouragement of Lesminll, by securing the copieo or l\laps. Charts and 
Books, to the Authors and Proprietoro of such copies, during the times therein 'men
uooed ;" and aloo to the Act entitled "An Act supplemenlar1 to lUI Act entitled 
, A. Act for the encour&Jement .f Learning. by securing the copies .f Maps, Charts 
and Books, 10 the Authors and Proprietors of such !lOpie •• during the times tile"":' 
mentioned.' and mending the hene6t. tbereof to the arts of Designing, Engravinr, 
anti EtchiDg, historical and other prints." 
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PREFACE. 

'rUE following documents are compiled with the desip of se
curing them from the grasp of Masonic power; adnncing the 
cause of truth. and justice; preserving the rights and liberties of 
our country; promoting the glory of the Redeemer's kingdom; 
and saving souls from destruction. _ 

During several years the compiler was a member of the Ma
sonic fraternity. While he regarded the ceremonies of the order 
with disgust, and i~ oaths with abhorrence, he supposed that 
there existed principles in the institution which were pure and 
and holy. In the peculiar providence of God, he 1V88 Ie. to in
vestigate the subject; he found it 1ohoUy corrupt; its morality, a 
shadow; its benevolence, selfishness; its religion, infidelity; and 
that as a system it was an engine of Satan, calculated to eOBla~e 
the children of men, and pour contempt on the Most Hip. 

In th~ immolation of Morgan, he saw the fate of Masomy-

• ,.. ... ,.. '" 'Its fall 
Determined, and its hapless crew-involved 
In' that dark deed of death 'contacian spread 
Both of its crime and punishment:' 

He saw the hand of God inscribing 00 its mystic pillars, 'Mene 
Tekel, Upharsin;' and 

'From amidst them forth he JIUII'd 
Long way through hostile scorn, wbich he ~'d 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought; 
And with retorted scorn his back lie turn'd 
On' that proud TBIIPLB 'to destruction doom'd!' 

Since that event he has been impeDed by duty to .. -G$ltry 
and Ws QoI, to hazard his property, character, and Ife~'exer
tions to overthrow an institution which has arisen' amo~ the 
natiODS in power and glory, and like mystic Babylon made them 
"drunk with the wine of her fornicationl' 

'Here will he staDel and !treat him to the shock, 
Till he or D8IlIDIU'k falla.' 
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IV PREFACE. 

From the unwearied exertions of the brotherhood to suppress: 
the light and impede the progress of truth, in relation to their out
rages of September, 1826, and the revelations of J.<'tee Masonry 
made by Capt. Morgan and a Convention of Seceding Masons, 
lIe has thought of no way in which he could do so much for the 
advancement of the ,cause of liberty and truth, as to embody in 
one volume all the documents pertaining to the secrets of the in. 
'ititution; the receat violation of our laws and liberties by thE' 
j\losopic fraternity; the proceedings of Anti-Masonic conventiOllS;" 
cssays; , erations; and remarks on the principles of the order-all .. 
of which are eminently calculatei to give light on Masonry. He 
believes that such a work is important, not only for the presen~ 
crisis, but or the benefit of posterity. H~ hopes it will recei.v;e, 
that patronage to which it may lie entitled. Should he, however, 
after 'biding the pelting of the pitil6$8 storm,' hear only murm~ 
of disapprobation from the world, eYeD then he will be cheered 
in ~e fulfillment of duty, by the 'still small voice' which whispctf' 

, 'peace:' 

.f 

'As when a wretch from thick polluted air, 
Darkness, and stench, and suffueating damps, 
And dMgeon horrors, by kind fate discharged, 
Citaha some faa. ellineJllJ., wheh1 ether pure 
~UItds him, and Elyeian prospects rise, 
His heart exults his spirits east their load; 
As if new hom, be triumphs in the change. 
So joys the soul, when from i7IgIorious aims, 
And Bordid"'- ftom/eculetllJe and/mll. 
Of tiu 'm'utriGI, set at large, she monnts 
To relUlOn's region, her own element, 
;Preathes hopes immortal, and affects the I!kir!i.· 

-c .. . . 
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INTRODUCTION. 

IN jUstice to myself, I cannot present this work to die public, 
'Without a brief exhibition of the facts which have led to its publi-
-cation. 

Soon after I commenced the service of Christ, Free Masonry 
was commended to my attention as an institution from heaven; 
moral, benevolent, of great antiguity, the twin sister of Chris
tianity, possessing the patronage 3f the wise, the great, and good, 
aDd highly important to the munsters of the Lord Jesus. Wish
ing to a ... ail myself of every auxiliary in promoting the glory of 
God and the happiness of my fellow men, J readily received the 
three first degrees. My disappointment none can know, but those 
who have, in similar circumstances, been led in tbe same path of 
folly and sin. (silently retired from the institution, and fOT three 
years was hardly known as a Mason. I was not, however, with
out my reftections on the subject. I considered what I had taken 
as frivolous and wicked; but was unwilling to believe that there 
existed no substantial good in the order; and this idea was 
strengthened from the fact that many of my friends of a higher 
grade in Masonry taught me, that what I had received was not the 
',magnum bonum' of tbe institution, but that this waH yet to be 
attained. Not being able to advocate its cause from the know
ledge I bad derived of its principles, and supposing that the obli
gations I bad received were morally binding, I could nof say 'pro 
nor con' concerning it, without a' violation of my conscience. 
With these views I embraced an offer to advance into the higher 
orders of mysticism, and rea.-hed forward to attain thE' desired end. 
In the reception of the Cbaptoral degrees, my embarrassment in
creased. When I came to the oath of a Royal Arch MIISOI}, whick 
obligates to deliver a companion, 'right or Ulrcmg,' I made a full 
stop and objected to proceeding. I WIUI tben assured in'the most 
positive terms, that all would in the en. be explained to my full 
satisfaction. But no such explanation took place. ., }(ought l
Is this Free Masonry? Is' this the ancient and honorable institu
tion patronized by thousands of the great end good! Upon 
lJIy suggesting some queries to a Masonic frie .. t, be gravely id
formed me that the first seven degrees were founded on the Old 
lJ'eetaaaent,. and were but a shadow of gcod 'thiDgs to come; til"" 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

if I wished to arrive at ,erf.diorl, I must proceed.to the sublime 
and ineJfable degrees. These assurances, the ariJi oaths I had 
taken, with their penalties, and the vengeance of this mOBt powe .... 
ful institution, combined to. dater me fl'ODl- renouncing it .as evil. 
After much deliberation, hoping to ftnd sorrrething in the higher 
orders to redeem the character of the institution in my estimation, 
I entBed the lodge of Perfection and took the ineffable degrees. 

Ailout tbi,s time I· learned that William· Morgan was writiog 
1l1llODlY tor pUblication. My wormer was tAm a Baptist miDis
ter in high.standing, and a Royal Arch Muon. He remarked 
_t M~'s writing Masonry was the patest piece of depra
vitJ he, ever kuew; that some measw:es must be taken to stop itt 
tlJat he would be one of a number to put him out of the way; that 
God looked upon &be institutioll with 80 much complacency, he 
wuW never bring the perpetratol'8. to light; that there had alread! 
been two meetiogs OD the subject; and that he expected' there 
would be another on that dayt and finally attempted to justify -. 
JJlW'der from Masonry and the word of God! . 

This conyersationtook place in Covington, (where I then liv
ed,) five weeks before Morgan was murderedo and I should at 
tJUs early period have infonned him of his danger, had I not un
derstood that he wu on his guard and prepared for a defence. 

'rhe Dext week I left home for my health, and was . absent some 
weeks. J returned on the 16th .of Sep~ember, and soon hiamea 
that Morgan was kidnapped and probably murdered! I conversed 
with the ~lasons on the subject, and they jU8tified both hU alJ
duetio1l and murder! I now read the first production of EJder 
Steam!! on Masonry. with peculiar interest. I also .examined the 
Monitor. and other Masonic writings, and reftected deeply on the 
nature and tendency of the institution; I {'ompared the murder 
of Morgan and.the conduct of tb.e fraternity in relation to his.ab
ductioil; with the oaths and principles of the order, and beC8Dl& 

fully satisp.fld that to continue loager with the institution was not 
my ditty •. 1 expressed my opppsitioD to its principles and the 
reeeht conduct of the fratemity in. a free and open manner, wbicli 
oause~much excitement among .the brotherbuQ.d. A meeting eC 
the lodg~ in Covington was 8ooncaUed, the object of which was 
to 'concenmeasnres for an agreement among. the. fraternity t in 
what they should 88J in relation to. their outrages, and to atte~ 
to .. membe.E' who were cJ.isqJfected with tbeir_ proceedi'lp' I· at,. 
tended fO\'. ~~e offreeing.,my mind.. When. the lOOp w.as 
dqly opened ad, the subject introduced,.r aro.se and in .the mosi 
decisive ,~r ~Qved the. coWJuct of.tbe fraternity, in theij , 
vi,Wati,QQ../lf i;i~.aIIi lJlo.ral-.. Ia,..~ The DJ.elttill&r~ 10Qfl.uuLhQro. 
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INTROIWC1'ION. 

,-aty iDterestiq1 Tile true apUit of the iDatitutioD WWl pecllliarly 
maoif'est, espeeiall:Y towarU me.. For the iDVoduction of Elder 
Stearas' book, aDd the boDUt u.pr~ of myseoaimeAts, I was 
molt shamefuUy abused. Tbe lDUlder of Morgaa was justified, 
and 8V4rf thint said that W&8 calculated to barrow up the feelings 
of a patriot or Christian. Elder A ... ·, a Knight Templar, be. 
ag present, boIdlyaaa&1ed 'that if he should see uy IUD writiog 
.Masoory, be .bould cQositler it biB duty to take we-.aaurea to stop 
IU.m; dial &II cities and churches bad their laws, with a rigid 
to inJIict their penalties, 80 Mason'a bad their law" wid! the 
rigbt to inflict the penalties to them; and dw the lodge W1II8 the 
plaeeto try a Mason-that if Morgan bad been writing !laaonry, 
qd bia \breat was cut·from ear to ear, his tongue tara out by 
the roota, and bis body buried. beDeath the rough sands of the 
sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and iows twice 
ill, tweaty-follr hours, be could 1I0t complain iB Dot ba.ing jus
flee dooo him!' Amen, Amen, Ames, was the audible respooae 
around the room. 

At die next meeting of the lodge, by request of the Master, 
I attended. Here a scene p6Ssed which language caDDOt de
scribe! Several bours were occupioo in, abusing and making 
charges against me, the principal of which were, I had spo
ken against the institution. M any questions were asked and 
insults offered me. I told them frankly J had spoken against 
the principles of the order; th~t the right of opinion, the free
dom of speech, and the liberty of the pres!;, were privileges 
&iven to me by God; purchased by the blood of my fathers; 
that I had inhaled them with my liM breath, and I would ooly 
lose them with my last; that if they could rellIove my objec
t,iQos to the institution, which I then exhibited, well-if not, 
\hey COQld expel ll)e; but if they proceeded to farther abuses, 
they must sutrer the consequences. ~)y objections W6f6, :,.,,, 

mo¥ed; and I requested permission to wiuldraw. 
them they expelled and immediately commenced a =..,,.,,~~<.:~_ 
~ution against me. The 'P1-.{el8ed ministers 
Qels, aDd drunkards, from Buffitlo to .-\lbany, were 
destroy my charac.ter! I was admoaish('d by oral and 
l&r¥ communicationa'to be on my guard, to carry a_nQ-. . ..... .. 

se great, was my personal danger, that my friends 
.tU1fer me to ride alone from one town to anotheJ:'!\' 

... Lt't the reader remf'mber that the compiler of 
:HUenry in October, 18i6-was the first Mi:80n' 

~ tility to the institution subsequent to the abduction 
. \IIill. nat. be 1IIIWi~ in- 1eanallll tIial Ilia life WIll in 
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viii ' INTBODUGTIOI!i . 

they 'opposed my interest, deranged my business, pointed ,JIl& 

out as an unworthy and vicious vagabond, an object of COIl

ternpl,' and 'transferred f1&" character after me;' and it woUld 
seelD that they intended' to do it 'dlllin« my natural life!' ·The 
UDited efforts of the fraternity tl) injure me, have, however, 
proved unavailing. . \ 

I soon became convinced that the peace of SOCiety, the sal
vation'of my country, the present aDd eternal happiness of·my 
fellow men, and the glory of God, required the' deStn1CtiOB Of 
the institution. To accomplish this, Iwu confident but ODe 

effectual method could be adopted, and this was to make a 
fuB disclosure of its secrets. To this end I then exerted my
self. After an interchange of minds with 80me of th~ patriots 
of Batavia and Le Roy, a convention of MasoIl8 oppOsed to 
the institution was called, to meet on the 19th of F'eln'uary, 
1527. This convention was composed of about' forty, wbo 
after having deliberated upon the principles of. the order, IUld 

. binding nature of its obligations, resolved to make a revelation 
of its mysteries. Tbey confirmed the 'Illustrations' of William 
Mo~n; published the oatps of twelve degrees of a bigher order; 
.appointed a committee to prepare all the degr~ \Vhich could 
be obtaiaed for the press; and adjourned to meet on the 4th 
of July c.,Uowing. 

The committee, with mur.h labor and expense, had all the 
degrees conferred in a Royal Arch thapter, lncan'pment of 
KBigbts Templars, and orders of the Holy (ro>s, rt'itdy, and 
presented them to the convention on the 4th and othof July, 
which declar.ed them cOrrect, and ordered them to be published 
to the world. 

The degrees of Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Master; 
were obtained from Mrs. Morgan, as written b} her hu~bandi 
the Royal Arch. from an agent of the comn,jUee, (a R,.yal 
Arch Ma~on,) as given by Jeremy L. Cro~s, the Grand Lecturer 
of the United States; and those of the Epcampment and Holr 
Crosa, from a Knight of the Thrice Illustrious Order, as tran.. 
aerihed from a copy as given the Encampment at Le Roy, by 
'the Grand Commander at Utica. " . 

In consequence of the zeal manifested.aby the fraternity to 
'de the excitement. I conceived that mu('h good might be 
done, by a comtUI~tion of the most, important doe~lJlIf;nts in 
relatioD\Cb the sUbJect. By the adVice of many frlenas, and 
under the patronage of a county BDd state cODvention, l unde ... 
took the work.' . 

While preparing it fo1'~ press, I obtaiaed from the "'fd*t 
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IN't'RODliCTIOli. 

ouI/JDrily tbiriy~tbree of the sublime and ineffable degrees, aU 
of whieh, I KNOW TO DB COaa&CT, aDd I give them to the 
world 'verbatim et literatum.' 

Rut am I justifiable in pursuiag this course1 Will the law of 
God approve the violation of sueh solemn oaths1 Passing by the 
argumen~ whidl might be adduced from the faet tbat the obli
gations were taken without a previous knowledge of their eha
racter-the assurauces that they were not to interfere with my 
politic," or yeligious ~iments, when tbey are diametrieally op
pGfIIite to both-that I swore fealty to a professedly aneient, moral, 
benevolent, and righteous institution, when it proves to be 'mo
dern, cornlpt, selfish. and unholy.'-I rest the question apon tht· 
prineiple!j of moral obligation by which I expect to he judged, and 
by which'l r..ust stand or faIl. Are the oaths of Free Masonry, 
~D, congenial with the duties which lowe to God and my fellow 
men? If they are, I most certainly am botmd to keep them; if 
not, to break them. By the principles of moral obligation I am 
required to promote God's glory, and the be$l. good of the uni
verse. My sweariJ;lg to love GCld and mY'lleigbbor does not 
ena.ce the oblig..non at alit for it says, '1'hou shalt love the 
LQtd thy God with. aU thy heart and with aU illy. soul ~d with al~ 
thy streugth and with all thy mi~, and thy neighbor aa:.thy.self. t 
It says this to the sinner and the.saint-to the man who basBWom 
and to him who bas not sworn, it is alike infinitely. binding: on 
all. It canaot be increa.sed nor dimioished-it can require DQ 
more-it can receive no I~. If J 'SWQlr to love God and keep 
his commandmentl, the oaill is bhlding, because moral obliga~ 
tion made these requisitions before I took tho oath, 'and the oath 
and moral obijga1iDP are in perfect harmony. If I swear to vio
IIUe the co1WPllQd of God; for iMtlWle, t~ kill my neighbor, I am 
bound to bNllk my oath; foJ.' the Divipe law says, 'Thou shalt nol 
kill,' and my swearing to violate the flOlDDllUld does DOt, ca.nnot, 
render the oblige.tioB void. Mota} obliptioa NqUires me to keep 
sueb seorets and .. only as are calculated to promote God'E 
gloJy and the bellt gQOd of ~~; and my swearing does not 
effect the ObligatiOll at alL It tlso ~quires me te reveal thOSf.' 

s~ the koeping of wIaiob h.ve a tendency to 0lII,I' or prevent 
His glory and the belt good of my neighbor; and my swearing to 
keep. them do.. not, (lllD.Qot. lWldet dte obligatioQ void: for in
ta.ne.e, if I 1ut.d swom to keep ueret the intenU9n of a highway
man to rob my neighbor's house _ lQurder his family; to keep 
seCJet a plot against my country, the government of wbich is 
founded upon the principles of truth ~ jlllrtioo; to keep secret n, 
grand conspiracy forn;ted by a powerful society, the object _. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

which was, like that of the Rlvminati, to abolish government and 
social order and extinguish Christianity-as the keeping of these 
secrets would be prejudicial to the interests of my neighbor, to 
the safety of my country, and the glory of God, the priJlciples pf 
moral obligation would require me to reveal them. If I had sworn 
to assist the robber, to unite in the plot, or conspiracy, my refus
ing to tJCt in either case, simply, would not fulfil the duties which I 
should owe to my neighbor, my country, or my God. So I did 
not make 1motDn the intention of the robber, e:rpose the plot, or 
,'evllal the conspiracy, I sbould be guilty of a violation of moral 
obligation, , ' 

It will not be necessary here to inquire whether the oaths t9 
keep the secrets of a brother, with or without exception, to deli
ver a companion 'right or wrong,' to 'take vengeace on the trai
tors of Masonry,' 'to sacrifice all those who reveal the secrets of 
the order,' are in harmony with the 1)ivine law-but whetheI: the 
principles of moral obligation require the keeping or revealing 
of Masonic secrets1 ' . 

It will readily be admitted that the emWuaee of the institution 
depends upon the keeping of its secrets inviolate. It will fonow, 
then, that if tho existence of the institution is necessary, or bas a 
tendency to promote God's glory and the well being of society, 
the principles of moral obligation require me to keep its secrets, 
and by revealing them I am.guilty of moral perjury! And on the 
other hand, if the institution is corrupt, bas an evil.tendency, is ' 
opposed to the order and well being of society and the glory of 
God, I am under moral obligation to break my oaths, and reveal 
its secrets to the world, that it may come to an' end. My refus
ing to meet with or support the institution, is not suftieient; I 
must renounce fealty to the order, f'eveal its secrets, opptne its 
inftuence, and use my exertions to destroy ,it, Or I am guilty of 
a violation of moral obligation. 

Let the reader carefully and thoroughly examiae the following 
documents and he win discover that Free Masonry, as a system, 
is dark, unfruitful, selfish, demoralizing, blasphemous, murderous, 
anti-republican, and anti-Christian-opposed to the glory of God 
and the good of mankind; and hence that the compiler in burst
ing asunder the bands of the fraternity and publishing their 
secrets to the 'world, is doing no more than is required by the 
prioeiples of moral obligation-is but fulfilling the duties which 
he owes to God and. his feJlow men. 

DAVID BBBBb.lln. 
Warsaw, .9.prill, 1829. 

Digitized by Coogle 



The B""mt Cwell of Cirri .• , in War •• "" Gmuee Cou".ty, N. 

CO tbe Cflt'-tian fuIJIlt. 
As Elder David Beraard i •. ,b. ,ut pltbli.hiD« a book entitled 'LIGHT 011 MA!IO.BTI ' 

which we deem hil:hly important for the punty and advance .... nt of the Redeemer s 
kingdom' and u we are sensible, from die peroe!lution he has already receiyed. as. 
well as from the nature of the .ubject, Ihat many aspersions will be thro.... upon his 
character, to impede Ibe ,,~hteotu inOuence which the lruth .hould hue upon the 
public mind; we deem it our duty to stale, tbat from the moet hill Iyacer.dited docu
ments, we can youch for the purity of his moral character from his infiwcy 10 the 
time he professed Christianity-of his marsl and Chriatian COIIversation from this 
period, uDtiI he became a mem ber of this church; and thaI durine nearly two years 
he has been !he regular and approved pastor amool: UO; that he i. a minister of the 
Genesee Baptist ASSOCIation, to good .tanding; and we cheerfully and unanimously 
recomiliend him as a man uf strict integrity, unblemished meral character, and failh
ful scrYant of the Lold J e81l •• 

Executed by order.nd in presence of the churcb, 
this fourteenth day of March, A. D. lBi11. 

JOHN TRUESDELL, Church Clerk, pro tem. 
SAMUEL SALSBURY. ~ 
JONATHAN F. HIBBARD, f Deacons of the Church. 

R.SOLlITION of an Anti-Masonic C .... ention of Genesee county, held at Bethany, Jolr ts, 1828, in favor of this' work. 'WHliREAS the titl. and prospectus of a book 
en&ttled 'LIGHT liN MASONRY,' &c. &c. has been read to this conventiOD-There
fore, Ruoloed, That for the advancement of light and truth in the groat and holy 
cause of Anti-:Masonry, and for the good of future eeneratioDO, we deem it of the 
higheet importance that such a work be published; and· \Tom our knowledge of the 
talento, character, inteUtgence, and zeal, of Elder Dattid B_Gr~, we believe him. 
to be eminently qualified for luch an undertuiDI; we therefore .olieit him to pel'!e
vere in the work without delay, as .uch a work ia worthy of the patronage of the 
friends of liberty and relicion throughout the whole civilized world. , 

'CEPHAS A. SMITH, Secretary.' 
'ROBERT EARLL, jun. President. 

IbS',LI7TloN of the Anti-Masonic New York Stata Con.entioo, held at Utica, 
Aquat 4, 18t8, in favor of thi. work 'Wn.BKAs the title and prospectu9 of a 
lIook entitled 'LIGHT O. MAIONB ... ,' 8te. 8te. by Elder David Bernard, has been reU 
to the conTention, and entertaining the full..- confidence in the intagrity, zeal, ani 
ability. of the compilerl and bem, deeply impressed with the importance of the pro
posed pu .. lication, to tile Qause of truth and justice-Therefore, Raoloed, That 
"'" recommend the compiler to prllCeed withont delay in the publication of hi, book; 
and we recommend it to the attenlion and rtronace of all the friends of truth and 
.the cause of eivillillerty throuchout the worl , 

'JAMSS HAWKS, PresiMnt. 
'THOS. C. GREEN, t Secretaries.' 
SE'm A. ABBEY, f 
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LIGHT ON MASONRY. 

~ A DESCRIPTION of the ceremonies used in opening a Lodge of 
Entered Apprentice Masons; which is the same in all the up
per degrees, with the exception of the difference in the signs, 
du~guards, grips, pass-grips, words and their several names; 
all of which will be given and explained in their proper places 
as the work ,progresses. 
One rap calls the lodge to order; one calls up the Junior and 

Senior Deacons; two raps call up the subordinate officel'!; and 
three, all the members of the lodge. 

The Masterbavingcalled the lodge to order, and the officers 
all seated, the :&Iaster says to the Junior Warden, 'BrotherJun
ior, are they all Entered Apprentice :&lasons in the south1' .9."3. 
, They are, Worshipful.' :&Iaster to the Senior Warden, 'Bro
ther Senior, are they all Entered Apprentice Masons in tho 
west l' .9.m. 'They are, Worshipful.' The Master then says, 
, They are in the east;' at the same time he gives a rap with tho 
common gavel' or mallet, which calls up both Deacons. Master 
to Junior Deacon, 'Attend to that part of your duty, and inform 
the Tyler that we are about to open a lodge of Entered Appren
tice Masons; and direct him to tyle accorcliBgly.' The Tyler 
then steps to the door and gives three raps, which are aniwered 
by three from without: the Junior Deacon thea gives one, which 
is also answered by the Tyler with one; the door is then partly 
opened, and the Junior Deacon deijvers his message, and re
sumes his situation,: and. says, 'the door. tyled, W orshipfult 
(at the same time giving tile du~guard, which is never. omitted 

. when the Master is addressed.) The Master to the Junior·Dea
eon, 'By whom t' .9.M. 'By a Master Mason without the door~ 
armed with the proper implements of his office.' Master to th~ 
JUnior Deacon, 'His duty there l' .ll:fl8. ' To keep off all cow
ans and eave-drcppers, see that none pass or repass without per-

* The first three Degrees in Masonry here publiahed, are as written \Y-. 
Capt. William Morpn: Uld tIS conferred in the Lodges ill Ute west.sEn pan. 
'of New York. 

·tAIk,.· 
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14 LIGHT ON MASONRY. 

mission from the l\laster.' [Some say without permission from 
the chair.]. l\'laster to Junior Deacon, 'Brother Junior, 'your 
place in the lodge?' Ana. 'At the right hand of theSeuior 
Warden in the west.' Masterto Junior Deacon, 'Your business 
there, Brother Junior?' .Rna.· 'To wait on the Worshipful l\'las- I 

ter and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties of the 
Lodge, and take charge of the door.' Master to Junior Deacon, 
'The Senior Deacon's place in the Lodge1' Ana. 'At the right 
hand of the Worshipfull\1aster in the east.' [The Master, while 
asking the last question, giyes twe raps, which calls up all the 
subordinate officers.] Master to Senior Deacon, 'Your duty 
there, Brother Senior?' An!. 'To wait on the Worshipful Mas
ter anel Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties. of the 
Lodge, attend to the preparation and introduction of candidates 
-and \velcome and clothe all 'Visiting Brethren,' [i. e. furnisb 
them with an apron.] Master to Senior Deacon, 'The Secreta,.. 
ry's place in the' I.odge, Brother Senior?' .I1na. 'At the left 
hand of the Worshipful Master in the east.' Master to Secre
tary, 'Your duty there, Brother Secretary?' .I1na. 'The better 
to observe the Worshipful Master's will and pleasure, record the 
proceedings of the Lodge; transmit a copy of the same to the 
Grand Lodge, if required; receive all monies and money bills 
from the hand of the Brethren, pay them over to the Treasurer, 
and take his receipt for the same.' The Master to the Secreta- ' 
ry, 'The Treasurer's place in the Lodge?' An!. 'At the right 
hand of the Worshipful Master.' l\'laster to Treasurer, 'Your 
duty there, Brother Treasurer?' Am.. ';Duly to observe the 
Worshipful Master's will and pleasure; receive all monies and 
money bills from the hands of the Secre~ry; keep a just and true 
accoullt>-of the saI?e; pay them out by order of the Worshipful 
Master andcon<sent of the Brethren.' The l\'Iaster to the Trea
surer, .-rhe Junior Warden's place in the lodge, Brother 'l'rea
sured' .l1m. 'In the south, Worshipful.' Master to Junior 
Warden, 'Your business there, Brother .Junior?' J1m. '~4s the 
sun in the south at high meridian, is the beauty and glory of the 
day, so stands theJ~or Warden in the south, the better to ob.
serve the time; call the crafts f(om labour to refreshment; super- ' 
intend them during the hours thereof; se~ khat none convert the 
hours of refreshment into that of intemperailce or excess; and 
call t~em on again in due season, ,that u.e;:W orshipful Master' 
may have honor, and they pleasure·andpJ!ofje,thereby.' l\'Iaster 
to the Junior Warden, ''rhe SeniorWardeil'liplace in the lodge?' 
dna. 'In the west, Worshipful.' Master to the Senior War
den, 'Y Gur d~ty there, Brother Senior?' Jl.n!. 'As the sun sets , 

-, 
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LIGHT ON MASONRY. 15 

in the west, to close the day, so stands the Senior Warden in the 
west, to assist the W orshiptill Master in opening his Lodge; take 
care of the jewels and implements; see that none be lost; pay the 
craft their wages, if any be due; and see that none go away dis
satisfied.' Master to the Senior Warden, "I 'he Master's place 
in the Lodge1' ~118. 'In the east, Worshipful.' ,Master to the 
Senior Warden, 'His duty therel' .a.m. 'As the sun rises in the 
east to open and adorn the day, so presides the Worshipful Mas
ter in the east to open and adorn his lodge; set his crafu! to work 
with good and wholesome laws; or cause the same to b~ done.' 
The Master now gives three raps, when all the brethren rise, and 
the Master, taking offhis hat, proceeds as follows: ~ln.Iike man
ner so do I, strictly forbidding all profane language, private com
mittees, or any other disorderly conduct whereby the peace an4 
hannony ofthis Lodge may be interrupted while engaged in its 
lawful purSuits, under no less penalty than the bye-laws, or such 
penalty as a majority of the brethren present may see fit to in
ftict. Brethren, attend to giving the signs.' [Here lodges dif
fer very much. In some they declare the lodge open as 1onows, 
before they give the signs:] The Master (all the Brethren imi
tating him) e¥tends his left arm from his body ~ as to form an 
angle of about forty-five degrees, and holds his right hand tra
versely across his left, the palms thereof one inch apart. This 
is called the first sign of a l\Iason-is the sign of distress in this 
degree, and alludes to the position a candidate's hands are plac.
ed in when he takes the obligation of an Entered Apprentice Ma
son. The Master then draws his right hand across his throat, 
the hand open, with the thumb next to the throat, and drops it 
down by his side. This is called the due-guard of an £.rOO 
Apprentice Mason, (many call it the sign,) and alludes to the 
penalty of an obligation. (See obligation.) The l\laster then 
declares the Lodge opened,· in the following manner: .1 now de
clare this Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons duly ,opened for 
the despatch oLbusiness.' The Jenior Wardtln declares it to the 
Junior Warden, and he to the Brethren. 'Come, Brethren, let 
us pray.' One of the following prayers is used: 

Most holy and glorious God! the great Architect of the Uni
verse; the giver of all good gifts and graces: Thou hast prows
ed that " )\'here two or three are gathered together in thy name, 
thou wilt be in the ~dst of them, and bless them." In thy name 
we assemble, most humbly beseeching thee to bless us in all our 
undertakings; that we may know and serve thee aright, and ~t 
all our actions may tend t~y glory, and our (ldvancement III 

knowledge and virtue. And we beseech thee, 0 Lord God, t( 
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16 LIGHT ON MASONRY. 

bless our present assembling; and to illumine our minds through 
the influence of the Son of Righteousness, that we may w!1lk in 
the light of thy countenance ; and when the trials of our proba
tionary state are o.er, be admitted into the temple not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen. So mote it be. 

Jlnather prayer, as oftm tl8f'd at opening as closiflg. ' 

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell ... 
together in unity; it is like the' precious ointment upon the, head 
that ruD; ,down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went 
down t.«the skirts of his garment: as the dew of Hennon, and as 
the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion, for there the 
Lord commanded the blessing, evennore. Amen. So mote it 
be. " 

The lodge being now open and ready to proceed to business, 
the Maste£~irects the Secretary to read the minutes of .the last 
meeting,. 'Which naturally brings to view the busines~ of the pres
ent. 

If there are any candidates to be brought forward, that will be 
the first business attended to. I will, therefore, proceed with a 
description of the ceremonies used in the admission and initiation. 
of a candidate !tl:e first degree of Masonry. 

A person wis' to become a Mason must g~t some one who 
is a Mason to present his petition to a lodge, when, if there are 
QO serious objections, it will be entered on the minutes, and a 
~Qrnmi~ee of two or three appointed to inquire into his charac
'ter,and report to the next regular communication. The follow
ing is the fo.nn of a petition used by a candidate; but a worthy 
Candidate will not be rejected for the want of fonnality in his pe-
titio~ \ • 
To ilie Worshipful MasterWardens and "Brethren of Lodge No •. 

-, of Free .and Accepted Masons. 
The subscriber, residing in ---, of lawful age, and by oc

eupation a ,---, begs leave to state that, unbiassed by fHends, 
and uninfluenced b,.~ercenary motives, he freely: and voluntari
ly offers himself a candidate for the mysteries of M.asonry, and 
that he is prompt to solicit this privilege by a favorable opinion 
~onceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge and a sincere 
wish of being serviceable to his fellow creatures. Sh9uld his pe
tition be granted, he will cheerfully conform to all the ancient es
tablished usages and customs of the frat~rnity. 

(Signed) A. B. 
At the next regular communication, (uno very serious objec

tion appears against the candidate,) the ballot-boxes will be pass-
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ed; one black baIl will reject a candidate. The boxes may Iw 
passed three times. The Deacons are the proper persons to pass 
them; one of the boxes ha.~ black and white beans, or balls in it, 
the other empty; the one with the baIlti in it goes before, and fur
nishes each member with a black and white ball; the empty box 
follows and receives them. There are two holes in the top of his 
box with a small tube (generally) in each, one of which is black, 
and the other white, with a partition in the box. The members 
put both their balls into this box as their feelings dictate; when 
the balls are received, the box is presented to the Master, Senier, 
and Junior Wardens, who pronounce clear or not clear, as ~ 
case may be. The ballot proving dear, the candidate (ifpres
cnt) is conducted inti) a smaIl preparation roOul adjoining th~ 
lodge, he is asked the following questions, and gives ~e follow
ing answers. Senior lleacon to Candidate/"po·ycm ISmC"erely 
declare, upon your honor before these gentlelri.f<nl that, unbia."sed 
by friends, uninfluenced by unworthy motives, ~'Ou freely and 'Vo

luntarily offer yourself a candidate for the mysteries of Mallonryl' 
.11118. 'I do.' Senior Deacon to candidate, '~;o you. sincerely 
declare, upon your honor before these gentlemen, that you are 
prompt to solicit the privileges of Masonry, by a favorable ·opinion 
conceived of the institution, a desil-e of knowledge, and a sincen, 
wish ofbeing§erviceable to your fellow creatures'!' .9.n8. 'I do.' 
·Senior Deacon to candidate,'*· 'Do you sincerely declare, upon 
your honor before these gentlemen, that you Will cheerfully con
form to all the ancient established usages and customs of the fra
ternity?' .9.'18. 'I do.' After the above questions are proposed 
and answered, and the result reportea to the Master, he says, 
'Brethren, at the request of .Mr. A. B. he has been proposed and 
accepted in regular fonn. 1 therefore recommend him as a pro
per candidate for the mysteries of Masonry, and worthy to par
take of the privileges of the fraternity; and in consequence of a 
declaration of his intentions, vohmlarily made, I believe he will 
cheerfully conform to the rules of the order.~ The candidate, 
during the time, is divested of all his apparel (shl,rt excepted rand 
ft~rnished with a pair of drawers, kept in the lodge for the use of 
candidates; the candidate is then blindfolded, his left foot bo.rt>. 

* The reader will here learn one reason why those whit. enter a lodg~. 
never come out, until they have taken a degree. The Candidate is made to 
promise upon his honor that he will "confonn to all the ancient established 
usages and customs of the fraternity;" hence let him be ever so much op-
1'0sed to the ceremonie:< of initiation, or the oath of the degree, he cannot go 
back, for he feels bound by his promise. Should he, however,feel constrain
ed to violate his word, the persuaaiODa, and, if nece8llUl. thQ. thrcl/.ts eftl-

. master and brethren compel him to flO forward. 
B2. 
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his right in a slipper, his left ~reast and ann naked, and a rope 
called a cable-tow round his neck and left arm, (the rope is not 
'put round the arm. in all lodges) in which posture the Candidate 
is conducted to the door where he is caused to give. or the con
ductor gives three distinct knocks, which are answered by three 
from within, the conductor gives one more, which is also answer
ed by one from within. The door is then partly opened and the 
Junior Deacon generally asks, 'who comes there7 who comes 
there? who comes there'!' The conductor, alias the Senior Dea
eOll, answers, 'A poor blind candidate who has long been desir-

. .s of h'lVing :md receiving a part of the rights and benefits of 
this worshipful lodge dedicated (some say erected) to God and 
held torth to the holy order of 8t. John, as aU true fellows and 
brothers have done, wbo have gone this way before him.'-The 
Junior Deacon,then asks, 'Is it of his own ~e will and accord 
he makes this request1 is he duly and truly prepared/ worthy and 
well qualified1 and properly avouched forl' All of which being 
answered in the affirmative, the Junior Deacon to Senior Dea
~on; 'By what further rights does be. expect to obtain this bene
fit1' .I1,l1. 'By.being a man, free born, oflawful age, and under 
the tongue of gl)od report.' The .J unior Deacon then says, 'since 
'this i3 the case you win w:lit till the worshipful Master in the east 
is made acquaintud with his request. and his ans .. er returned;' 
the Junior Deacon repairs to the Master, when the same ques
tions are asked and answel'S returned as at the door; after which, 
the Master says, 'since he CO'lles endowed with all these neces
sary qualifications, let him enter this worshipful lodge in the name 
of the Lord and take heed on what he enters.' The candidate 
then enters, the Junior Deacon at the same time pressing his 
naked left breast with the point of the compass, and asks the 
~didate, 'Did yo1,1 feel any thingl' .11m. 'I did;' Junior Dea
~on to candidate, 'what was itl' .11m. 'A torture.' The Jun
ior Deacon then says, 'as this is a torture to your flesh, so may 
it ever be to your mind and conscience, if ever you should attempt 
to reveal the secrets of Masonry unlawfully.' The candidate is 
then , conducted to the centre of the lodge, where be and the Sen
ior Deacon kneels, and the Deacon says the following prayer. 

"V oucbsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe, to this 
eur present convention; and grant that this candidate for Mason
ry may dedicate and devote his life to thy service, and become a 
true and faithful brother among us! Endue him with a comPe
tency of thy divine wisdom, that by the seorets of our art, be may 
be the better' enabled to display the beauties of holiness. to the 
honor 0' thy boly Dame. So mOte it be. Amen!" 
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The Master then asks the candidate, 'In whom do you put your 
trust?' .111&8. 'In God.' The'Master then takes him by the right 
hand and says, 'Since in God you put your trust, arise follow your 
leader and fear no danger.' The Senior Deacon then conducts 
the candidate three times regularly round the lodge, and halts at 
the J unior Warden in the south, where the same questions are 
asked and answers returned as at the door. 

As the candidate and the conductor are passing round the room 
the Master reads the following passage of scripture, 'tIld takes 
the same time to read it that they do to go round the- lodge three 
times. 

, "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, 
,that ran down upon the be'ard, even ,\aron's beard, that went 
down to the skirts of his garment: as the dew of Hermon, and all 
the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion; for there 
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever more." 

The candidate is then conducted to the Senior Warden in the 
west, where the same questions are a.'Iked and answerS't returned 
as before, from thence he is conducted to the Worshipful Master 
in the east, where the same questions are asked and answers re
turned as before. The )Iaster likewise demands of him, from 
whence he came and whither he is travelling. The candidate an
swers, 'from the west and travelling to the east.' Master in
quires: 'Why do you leave the west and travel to the eastl' .!Jill. 
'In search of lig\lt.' Master then says, 'bince the candidate is 
travelling in search oflight, you will please conduct him back to 
the west from whehce he came, and put him in the care of the 
Senior Warden, who will teach him how to approach the east, 
the place of light, by advancing upon one upright regular step, to 
the first step, his feet forming the right angle of an oblong square, 
his body erect at the altar before the Master, and place him in a 
proper position to take upon him tlle solemn oath or obligation of 
an Entered Apprentice Mason.' 'the Senior Warden receives the 
candidate, and instructs him as directed. He first steps off with 
the left foot and brings up the heel of the right into the hollow 
thereof, the heel of the right foot &.gainst the ancle of -the left, will 
of course form the right angle of an oblong square; the candidate 
then kneels on his left knee, and places his right foot as to form 
a square with th!lleft, he turns his foot round untjl. the ancle bone 
is as mueh in front of him as the ,toes on the left; the candidate's 
left hand is then put under the Holy Bible, square and compll88, 
and the right hand on them. This is the position in which 11: can-. 
.udate is placed when he takes upon bim the oath w obligatlfll' A~ 
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an Entered Apprentice Mason. As soon as the candidate is p~ac--'- - • 
ed in this position, the Worshipful Master approaches liim, and 
says, 'Mr. A. B. you are now placed in a proper position to take 
upon you ~e solemn oath or obligation of an Entered #prenticc 
Mason,· w:hich I assure you is neither to effect your !."6ligion nor 
politics, if you lIl"e willing to take it repeat your name and say af-
ter me;' [and although many have refused to take any kind of an 
obligation, and begged for the privilege of retiring, yet P.'lne have 
made their \lscape; they have been either coerced, or persuaded 
to submit. There are thousands who never return to the lodge 
after they are initiated.] The following obligation is then admin
istered. 

"I, A. B. of my own free will and accord, in presence of AJ
mighty God and this worshipful lodge of Free and Accepted Ma
sons, dedicated to God and held forth to the holy order of St. 
John, do hereby and hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise 
and swear, that I \viU always hail, ever conceal, and never reveal 
any part,.or plll"ts, art, or arts, point, or points of the secrets, arts 
and mysteries of ancient Free l\Iasonry, which I have received, am 
about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed in, to any person 
or persons in the known world, except it be a true and lawful bro
ther Mason, or within the body of a just and lawfully constituted 
lodge of such, and not unto him, nor unto them whom I shall hear 
so to be, but unto him and them only whom I shall find so to be, 
after strict trial and due examination or lawful information. Fur
thermore, do I promise and swear that I will not write, print, 
stamp, stain, hugh, cut, carve, indent, paint, pr engrave it on any 
thing moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy ofheav
en, whereby, or whereon the least letter, figure, character, mark, 
stain, shadow; or resemblance of the same may become legible or 
intelligible to myself or any other person in the kn~wn world, 
whereby the secrets of Masonry may be unlawfully obtained 
through my unworthiness. a'8 all which I do most solemnly and 
sincel'ely promise and swear, without the least equivocation, men
tal reservation,- or self evasion of mind in me whatever; binding 
myself under no less penalty, than to have my throat c~t across, 
my tongue tom out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough 

* In many lodges this is put in the fonn of a question, thus: "Are you. 
willing to take an obligation upon you that does not eirect your politics or 
religion 1" The promise "to conform;" made before entering the lodge, the ~ 
"assurance that the oath is not to interfere with their political or religious 
prineqlles," and the manner the obligation is administered,-only two or 
three words being repeated at a time, conseqlll'ltly not fully understood i
are among the reasons which have led many gf"eat and good Oleo to tak(; 
-.aths incompatible with the laws ot God and .ur country. 
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sands- ~f the sea at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flowll 
twice in twenty-four hours; so help me God, and keep me stend. 
fast in the due performance of the same."'" 

After the obligation the master addresses the candidate in the 
following manner: 'Brother, to you the secret.~ of m~onry are 
about to be unveiled, and a brighter SUD never shone.lustre on 
your eyes; while prostrate before this sacred altar, do you not 
shudder at every crime! have you not confidence in every virtue? 
May these thoughts ever inspire you with the most noble senti
ments; may you ever feel that elevation· of soul, that sball scorn a 
d,shonest act. Brother, what do you most desire1' .a.ns. 'L~ht.' 
Master to brethren, 'Brethren, stretch forth your bands and assist 
in bringing this new made brother from darkness to light.' The 
members having formed a circle round the candidate, the Master 
says, 'And God said, let there be light, and there was light.' At 
the same time, all the brethren clap their hands, and stamp 011 

the floor with their right foot as heavy as possible, the bandage 
dropping from the candidate's eyes at the same instant, which, 
after having been so long blind, and full of fearful appr$ensioBS 
all the time, this great and sudden transition from perfect dark
ness to a light brighter (if possible) than the 'fneridian SUD in a mid 
summer day, sometimes produces an alarming effect. I once 
knew a man to faint on being brought to light; and his recovery 
was quite doubtful for som~ time: however, he did come too. but 
he never returned to the lodge again. I have often conversed 
with him on the su!}ject, he is yet living, and will give a certificate 
in support of the above statement at any time if requested. 

After the candidate -is brought to light, the M aster addresseR 
him as follows: 'Brother, on being brought to light, you first dis
cover three great lights in masonry by the assistance of three less
er, they are thus explained; the three great lights in masonry arc 
the Holy Bible, Square and CompaSs. t The Holy Bible is giv-

'I< It is frequently said by MallOns that tItc "penalties of masonic oaths are 
nothing; that no one is bound to inflict them, and that if Morgan was put 
to death by Masons iT was not done in conformity to masonic law." But if 
one part of the oath is nothing another part. is nothinjl' by the same rule. Any 
Mason, therefore, is at liberty to reveal masonry WIthout exposing himself 
anr more than hE' would if the oath was never administered. But if the pen· 
alue8 are not to be inflicted, why did thel. kill Morgan-e.nd why i. a Ma
llOn 8wom that he will "use his m08t deCided endeavol1l. by the blellBing of 
God, to bring such person (the person who violate8 masonic law, to the most 
stric. and CONDIGN PllNISHMENT agreeable to the IMCient ""u.and usage8 of 
the fraternity? 

t The Holy Bible is here said to be given to Muona u a rule and guide for 
their faith and practice. But I would ask, if Free Masonry i8 the same amoor: 
all nations (as is declared by masonic writers) how this is possible, ,..hr.n It 
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en to us as:l rule and guide for our faith and practice; the Square, 
to square our actions, and the Compass to keep us in due bounds 
with all mankind, but more especially with the brethren. The 
three lesser lights are three burning tapers, or candles placed on 
candlesticks, (some-say, or candles on pedestals,) they represent 
the Sun, Moon, and Master of the lodge, and are thus explailled. 
As the sun rules the day and the moon governs the night, so ought 
the Worshipful Master with equal regularity to rule and govern 
his lodge, or cause the !tame to be done; you next discover me 
as Maater'of this lodge, approaching you from the east upon the 
first step of masonry, under the sign and due-guard of an Entered 
Apprentice Mason. (The sign and due-guard has been explain
ed. ) This is the manner of giving them, imi~te me as near as 
you can, keeping your position. First, step o,ff with your left 
foot and bring the heel of the right into the hollow thqreof so as 
to form a square.' rThis is the first step in masonry.] The fol· 
lowing is the sign 01' an Entered Apprentice Mason, and is the 
sign of distress in this degree; you are not to give it unless in 
distress.' [It is given by holding your two hands traversely across 
each other, the righl.hand upwards and one inch from the left.] 
The following is the due-guard of an Entered Apprentice lUason. 
[This is given by drawing your right hand across your throat, 
the thumb next to your throat, your arm as high as the elbow in 
a horizontal position.] 'Brother, I now present you my right 
hand in token of brotherly love and esteem, and with it the grip 
and name of the grip of an Entered Apprentice Muon.' The 
right hands are joined together, as in shakiag hands, and each 
sticks his thumb nail into the third joint or upper end of the fore 
fiDger; the name of the grip is Boaz, and is to be given w the fol
lowing manner and no other; the }Iaster first gives the grip and 
word, and divides it for the instruction of the candidate; the ques-

is a well known faet, that but a small part of the human family are in pos
sesHion of, or know any thing about, the Bible? .~nd if the Bible is receiv
ed by Masons as a rule of faith and practice, why do they Wle a square and 
compass? Is not the Bible sufficient? 

The troth is, masonry is not the same among all nations, only in some re-
9pects, and these are, the fundamental principles ot the order. The appen
dages of the Institution differ according to the peculiar feelings and senti
ments of the people among whom it exists. Hence in America, in a reli
gious point of view, it has existed with difficulty: ma.anic writers have been 
at a loss what to say on the 8u~ject, aDd in thetrextremity, one has called it 
'relillion,' another the 'hand-maid of religion,' a third the 'twin-sister of chris.: 
tianity,' and a tourth that it was simply an Inatitution of , morality and be
nevolence.· To please the christian the Bible is introducl'd,-to satisfy th .. 
infidel, the square and compass are added; the name of Chri!t is expung'ed 
from pusages quoted, and the work of the Holy Ghost rejected, and all don6 
in each a manner, that but few see the foul and monstrous imposition. 
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lions are as follows: The Master and candidate holding each oth. 
er by the grip as before described, the Master says, 'what is thisl' 
.9.118, 'A grip.' Q. 'A grip of whatl' Ans. 'The grip of an 
Entered Apprentice }Iason.' Q. 'Has it a name?' "llls. 'It 
has.' Q. 'Will you give it to mel' .9.ns, 'I did not so receive 
it, neither caD I '4l impart it.' Q. 'What will you do with it?' 
,9"8. 'Letter' it or halve it.' Q. 'Halve it and begin.' .9.n,. 
'You begin.' Q'. 'Begin you.' AnB, 'BO.' Q. 'AZ.' Ana. 
'BOAZ.' Mwter says, 'Right, brother Eooz, 1 greet you. It 
is the name of the left hand pillar of the porch ofking folomon's 
Temple-arise, brother Eoaz, snd salute the Junior and ~'enior 
Wardens as such, and convince them that you have been rf'~ular-
Iy initiated as ant Entered Apprentice }:aeon, and ha,-e ,::ot the 
sign, grip, and word.' The _Master returns to his seat wbile the' 
Wardens are e:tunining the candidate, and gets a lamb-!'kin or 
white apron, presents it to tbe candidate and ob~erves, 'Brother, 
I now present YOIl with a L8_mb-~kin or white apron; it if> an 
emblem of innocence, and the badge of a Mallon; it has been 
worn by kings, princes, and potentates of the earth, who have nev-
er been ashamed to wear it; it is more honorable than the dia
dems of kings, or pearls of princesses, when worthily worn: it is 
more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; more 
honorable than the Star IWd Garter; or any other order that can 
be conferred upon you at this, or any other time, except it be in 
the body of a just and fully constituted lodge; you will carry it to 
the Senior Warden in the west, who will teach you bow to wear 
it as an Entered Apprentice ~Iason.' The Senior Warden ties 
the apron on -and turns up the flap instead of letting it fall down 
in front of 'the top of the apron. 'I'his is the way Entered A p
prentice }lasons wear, or ought to wear, their aprops until they 
are advanced. The candidate is now conducted to the Master 
in the east; who says, 'Erother, as you are dres~ed, it is neces
sary you should have tools to work with; 1 will bow present you 
with the working tools of an I':ntered Apprentice }lason, which 
are the twenty-four inch gauge and common gavel; they M.e thus 
p.xplained:-The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument made 
lise of by operative Masons to measure and layout their work, 
but we as Free and Accepted Masons, make use of it for the more , _ 
noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time. The twenty
four inches on the guage, are emblematical of the twenty-four 
hours in the day, which we are taught to divide into three equal 
parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service of God, and a 
worthy diStressed brother; eight hours for our usual vocations; 
and eight for refresbment a,nd ~Ieep; _ the common gavel is an in-

Digitized by Coogle 



24 LIGHT ON IIUSONRY. 

strument made use of by operative Mason to break off the cor
ners of rough stones; the better to fit them for the builders use, but 
we as Free and Accepted Masons, use it for the more noble and 
glorious purpose of divesting our hearts and consciences of all the 
vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitting our minds as living 
and lively stones, for that spiritual building, t'lfttt hbuse not made 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens.:if I also present you with a 

. new name; it is vAUTION, it teaches you as you are barely in
structed in the rudiments of Masonry, that you should be cautious 
over all your words and actions, particularly when before the ene.
mies of Masonry. I shall next present you with three precious jew
els, which are a LISTENING EAR, a SILENT TON~E, and a FAITH

FUL HEART. 

'A listening ear teaches you to listen to the inetructions of the 
W orshipful ~Iaster; but more especially that you should listen to 
the cries ofa worthy distressed brother. A silent tongue teaches 
you to be silent while in the lodge, that the peace and harmony 
thereof may not be disturbed, but more especially, that you should 
be. silent before the enemies of :Masonry, that the craft may not be 
brought into disrepute by your imprudence. A faithful heart teach
es you to be faithful to the instructions of the worshipful Master !U 
all times, but more especially, that you should be faithful and keep 
and conceal the secrets of .Masonry, and those of a brother when 
given to you in charge as such, that they may remain as secure and 
inviolable in your breast as in his own, before communicated to 
you. I further present you with check words two; ~ir names are 
TRUTH and UNION, and are thus explained. Truth ios a divine at
tribute, and the foundation of every virtue; to be good and true, is 
the first lesson we are taught in Masonry; on this theme we con
template, and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct; 
hence, while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are 
unknown among \IS, sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us,· and 
the heart and tongue join in promoting each other's welfare, and 
rejoicing in each other's prosperity. 

Union, i .. that kind of friendship, which ought to appear conspic
uous in every Mason's conduct. It is so closely allied to the di
vine attribute, truth, that he who enjoys the one, is seldom desti-

* Let it no longer be said, that "Masonry ia not a religious Institution. .. 
But whilll we 88MII1 that it inculcates a system of religion, we affirm that it 
is not the religion of Jesus. There are in the world many relWonB, but aU 
are false save one, and that 1B, fir the Bible. Any system whicli professedly 
teacheB a way to Heaven, is a system of religion: but that which points out a 
path, without a crucified Saviour and the, sanctifying influences of the Holy • 
Comforter, is not only false, but in direct hostility, to the true God, and ile 
eouls ofmenl Such areligiouuystem is that ofMo.sODry. • 
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tute of the other. Should interest, honor, prejudice, or human de
pravity, ever induce you to violate any part of the sacred trust we 
Jl.OW repose in you, let 1hese two important words, at the earliest in
sinuation, teach you to put on the check-line of truth, which will in
fallibly direct you to pursue that straight and narrow path which 
ends in the' full enjoyment of the grand lodge above; where we 
shall all meet as Masons and members in the same family, in peace, 
hannony, and love; where all discord on account of politics, reli
gion, or priVate opinion shan be unknown, and banished from with-
in our walls. . 

'Brother, it has been 11 custom from time immemorial" to demand, 
or ask from a newly made brother something of a metaIic kind, not 
so much on accOimt of its intrinsic value, but that it may be depos
ited iri the archives of the lodge, as a memorial that you was here
in made a Mason;-ll small trifle will be sufficient;-any thing of 
a metalic lUnd will do; if you have no money, ~y thing of a me
taIic nature will be sufficient; even a button will do.' [The can
didate says he has nothing about him; it is known he has nothing.] 
'Search yourself,' the Master replies. He is assisted in search
ing, nothing is found; 'perhaps you can borrow a trifle,' says the 
Master. [He tries to borrow, none will lend him-be proposes 
to go into the other room where his clothes are; he is not permit
ted.-If a stranger, he is very much embarrassed; Master to can
didate, 'Brother, let this ever be a striking lesson to you, and teach 
you, if you should ever see a friend, but more especially a brother 
in a like pennyl~ situation, to contribute as liberally to his relief 
as his situation may require, and your abilities will admit without 
material injury to yourself or family.' Master to Senior Deaooa, 
'You will conduct the C811didate back from whence he came, and 
invest him of what he has been divested, and let him return for fur
ther instruction. A zealOl1S attachment to these principles will 
ensure public and private esteem. In the state, IOU are to be a 
quiet and peaceable subject, true to your government and just to 
your country; you are not to countenance disloyalty, but faithfully 
.submit to legal authority, and confOnD with cheerfulness to th~ 
government of the country in which you live. In your outward de
meanor be particularly careful to avoid censure or reproach. Al
though your frequent appearance at our regular meetings is ear
nestiy solicited, yet it is not meant that Masonry should interfere 
with your necessary 'Vocations; for these are on no account to be 
neglected: neither are you to suffer your zeal for the institution to 
lead )'Uu into argument with those, who, through ignorance, .-y 
ridicule it. A.t your leisure hours, that you may improve in Ma
$ODic knowledge, you are to converse with well informed brethren: 

C 
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who will be always as ready to give, as you will be to receive in· 
iOrmation. Finally, keepsa.croo and inviolable the mysteriell or 
the order, as these Q.re ,to distinguish you from th.e rest of the com
munity, and mark your consequence among M8.$ons. If, in the 
circle of your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of being 
initiated into Masonry, be particularly attentiye·not to commend 
him, wiless you are convinced he will, conform to our rules; that 
the honor, glory, and reputation of the institution may be finnll 
established, ~d the world at large convinced of its good effects. 

The work of the evening being over, I will procee'd to give a de
scription of 'the manner of closing the lodge. It is a very common 
practice in lodges to close a lodge of Entered Apprentices, and 
open a lodge of Fellow Crafts, and close that, and open a l\'Iaster 
Mason's lodge, all in the same evening. 

Some boother generally makes a motion \hat the lodge be clos-
ed; it being seconded and carried:- • 

The Master to the Junior Deacon-'Brother Junior,' [giving 
one rap which calls up both Deacons,] 'the first as weH as the last 
care of a Mason1' Ana. 'To. see the lodge tyle~, Worshipful.' 
}Iaster to the Junior Deacon,' 'Attend to that part of your duty, 
:md inform the Tyler that we are about to close this lodge of En
tered Apprentice Masons, and direct him tyle accordingly.' The 
.Junior Deacon steps to the door and gives three raps, which are 
answered by the Tyler with three more; the Junior Deacon ~n 
gives one, which is also answered by the Tyler by one. The . .fl,l)!
ior Deacon then opens the door, delivers his message, and resume";; 
his place in the lodge, and says, 'the door is tyled, Worshipful.' 
Muter to Junior Deacon, 'By whom1' .I1ns. 'By a ltlaster ma
::Ion without the door, armed with the proper implements .fhis of
Jie.e,' . Master to Junior Deacon, 'His business there?' .I1ns. 'To 
keep off all cowans and eaves-droppers, and see that none pass or 
reP'SS withoutpermissiQllfrom the chair.' Master to Junior Dca
eon, 'Your place in the lodge, Juniorl' .I1ns. 'At the right hand 
of the Senior Warden in the west.' Master to Junior Deacon, 
'Your duty there?' .11m. 'To wait on the Worshipful Master and 
WardellS, act as their proxy in the active duties of the lodge, ·and 
t.ake charge of the door.' Master to the .funior Deacon, 'The 
Senior Deacon's plaee in the lodge1' .!lns.. 'At the right band of 
the Worshipful Master in the east.' Master to Senior Deacon, 
'Your duty there, brother Senior?' .I1u. 'To wait on the W orship
ful Master and Wardens; act as their proxy in the active duties of 
t~ lodge; attend to the preparation ·and introduction of candi
dates; receive and clothe alI>visiting brethren.' Master to the Sen
ior Deacon, 'Th~ Secretary's place in the lodge?' J1118. 'At. 
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your left hand, W.orshipful.' M..-r to Secretary, 'Your dut) 
there, brother Secretary?' JJ.flII. 'Duly to observe the Master's 
will and pleasure; record the proceeClings of tbe lodge; transmit 
a copy of the same c. the grand lodge, if required; receiYe all 
BlODles aDd money biBs from the buds of the brethren; pay them 

. over to the Treasurer, and take his receipt for the same.' Master 
to the Secretary, 'The Treasmer's place in the lodgel' ./hu. ' At 
the right band of tire Worshipful Master.' Master to Treasurer. 
'Your business &ere, brother TreUurad' JJ."". 'Duly to observ(· 
the Worshipfull\'Iaster's will and pleasure; receive aH monies and 
money biBs from the hands of the Secretary; keep a jnst and ac
curate account of the same; pay them out by order of the Wor
sbipful Master and coaseat of the brearen.' Master to the 
Treaaurer, 'T.beJunior Warden'. place in the lodget' A... 'In 
the south, Worshipful! . If.ucer to the Juoior Warden, 'Your 
busiooes there, brother JuniGrt' ADs. 'As the SUD iii the south, 
~ high meridian. is the beauty and glory of the day; 80 stands the 
Junior Waniea in the south at high t9e1ve, the better to observe 
the time; call the crafts from llhor to ~t; superintend 
them during the hoUl'S thereof; see that DOne convert the purposes 
of refreshment ioto that of e:s:eell8 or intelllp8l'8DCe; ealJ. them on a
gain ia due I!IeIIIIOD; that the WorsIsipful Master Olay have honor, 
and they pleasure and profit thereby.' The Master to the Jtmior 
Warden, [I wish the reader to take particular notice, that ill clos
iog the lodge, the Mastel' asks the Junior Warden as follows:
'The Master's place in the lodge!' and in openiDg he asks the 
Senior Wanlen the same question,] 'The Master's .place intha 
lodger Ana. 'In the east, W orshipfuJ.' :&Iaster to Junior 
Warden, 'His duty theret' Ana. 'As the sun rises in the east to 
"pen an~ adorn the day; so presides the Worshipful Master in the 
east, to open and adom his lodge; set his crafts to work with~ 
and wholesome laws, or cause the same to be done.' Master to 
the Junior Warden, 'The Senior Wa:rden's place in the lodge1' 
AD.. 'In the west, Worshipful.' Master to Senior Warden, 
'Your business tDere, Brother Seniorf' AM.' As the sun !lets in 
the west to close the day, so stands the Senior Warden in the west 
to assist the Worshipful Master in opening and closing the lodge; 
take care of the jewellJ and implements; see that DODe be lost; pay 
the craft their wages, if any be due; and see that none go away dis- . 
satisfied.' The Master now gives three raps, when all the breth
ren rise, and the Master asks, 'Are you all satisfied1' They an
swer in the affirmative, by giving the due-guard. 

Should the Master discover that 1l!V declined giving it, inquiry 
is i~mediately made why it is so; and If any mcmber is dissatisfied 
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widl any part of die prooeMings, or with any brpther, the subject is 
immediately investigated. Master to the Brethren, 'Attend to gil'. 
iDg the signs; as I do, so do ·you give them downwards;' [which is 
by giving the last in opening, first in closiDg. In closing, on this 
degree, you first draw your right band across your throat, as here
in before described, and then hold your two hands over each other 
as before described. This is the method pursued through all the 
degrees; and when openiDg on any of the upper degrees, all the 
signs, of all the preceeding degrees, are given before you give the 
signs of the degree on which you are opening. ] This being done, 
the Master proceeds, 'I now declare this lodge of Entered· Ap
prentice Masons regularly closed in due and ancient form. Brother 
Junior Warden, please inform brother Senior Warden, and request 
him to- infOrm the brethren that it is my will and pleasure that this 
lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons be nowcJoaed, and stand clos
ed until oUr next regular communication, unless a case or cases 
of emergency shall require earlier convention, of which every mem. 
ber shall be notified; during which time it is seriously hoped and 
6.'(pected that every brother will demean himself as becomes a 
Free and Accepted Mason.' Junior Warden to Senior Warden, 
'Brother Senior, it is the Worshipful Master's will and pleasure 
that this lodge of Entered APJIIeIItice Masons be closed, and stand 
closed unB! our next regular communication, unless a case or cas
es of emergency shall require earlier convention, of which ewry 
brother shall be notified; during which time it is seriously hoped 
and expected that every brother will demean himself as becemes 
a Free and Accepted Mason.' Senior Warden to the brethren, 
'Brethren, you have heard the Worshipful Master's wiD and plea
sure as communicated to me by Brother Junior; so let it be dOllo.' 
Master to the Junior Warden, 'Brother Junior, how doMasons 
meet1' Ans. 'On the level.' Master to Senior Warden, 'How 
dJ":Mason's partt' Ans. 'On the square.' Master to the Junior 
arid Senior· Wardens, 'Since we meet on the level, Brother Junior, 
and part on the square, Brother Senior, so let us ever meet and 
:part in the name of the Lord.' Here follows a prayer, sometimes 
used. Master to the Brethren, 'Brethren, let us pray. ' 

'Supreme Architect of the mUverse! accept our humble praises 
for the many mercies and blessings which thy bounty has eonferred 

. upoq us, and especially for this friendly and social intercourse.
Pardon, we beseech thee, whatever thou hast seen amiss in us 
since we have been together; and continue to us thy presence, pro
tection, and blessing. Make us seDBible of the renewed obliga
tions we are under to love thee supremely, and to be friendly to each 
other. Mayall our irregular passions be subdued, and may we 
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aaiIy increase in faith, hope, and charity; but more eBpeeiaDy in 
that charity which is the bond of peace, and perfection of every vir
tue. May we so practice thy precepts, that, through the merits of 
the Redeemer, we may finally ohtain thy promises, and find an ac
ceplaDee tbruugb the gates, and into the temple and city of our 
God. So mote it be. Amen.' 

A &utlicli,., oflerw .... d tJI clDling, t_ Ile precedittg Pray"'. , 
'May the blessings of Heaven rest upon us, and aU regular Ma

sons! May brotherly love prevaIl, and every moral and social vir
tue cement us. So mote it be. Amen. 

After the prayer the following charge ought to be delivered; but 
it is seldom attended to; in a majority of lodges it is never at
tended to. 

Master to· Brethren, 'Brethren, we are now about to quit thill 
sacred retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. 
Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the duties which 
you have heard. so frequently inculcated, and so forcibly recom
mended in this lodge.-Remember that around this altar you have 
promised to befriend and relieve every brother who shall need your 
assistance: You have promised, in the most friendly manner, to 
remind Mm of his errors, and aid a reformation. These generous 
principles are to extend further: Every ,human being has a claim 
upon your kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend it more 
"especially to the household of the faithful. " Finally, brethren, 
hi' ye all of one mind, live in peace, and may the God of love and 
peace, delight to dwell with and bless you. ' . 

In some lodges, after the charge is delivered, the Master Says, 
'Brethren, form on the square.' When all the brethren form a 
circle, and the Master, followed bI every brother, r except in us
ing the words,] says, C And God s!dil, let. there be light, and there 
was light.' At the same moment that the last of these words drops 
from the Master's lips, every member stanips with 'bis right foot on 
the floor, and at the same instant bring their hands together with 
equal force, and in such perfect unis,on with each other, that per. 
sons situated so as to hear it, would suppose it the precursor of 
some dreadful c~trophe. This is caned '~he" ,hock.' 

Having described all the ceremonies and fotrrul appertaining to 
the" opening of a lodge of Entered ApprentiooMasons; Betting 
them to work; initiating a candidate, and closing a.1edge; I will 
now proceed to give the Lecture on this degree~ . Ii is dilided 
into three sections. The lecture is nothing more or less tlian a 
recapitulation of the preceding ceremonies and {orinS by way of 
question and aDSwer, and funy explains the. same. In fact, thp. 

. C2 
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ceremonies and forms (generally masoBically called t1u "'111'1:) 
and lecture are so much the same that he who p088688e8 a 
knowledge of the lectures cannot be destitute of a knowledge 
of what the ceremonies and forms are. As the ceremonies used 
in opening and closing are the same in all the depees, it is 
thought best to give the whole one insertion; it being the sin
cere wish of the writer, that every reader should perfectly under
stand all the formuias of the whole masonic fabric, as be then 
will thereby be able to form correct opinions of the propriety or 
impropriety, advantages or disadvantages of the same. 

Fir,t Section of tlu LectU"e on tlu Fin' Degree of MtUOnr!{. 
Q. From whence came you as an Enterea Apprentice ~1880n? 
A. From file hofy lodge of St. John at Jerusalem. . 
Q. Wnat recommendations do you briDg? 
A. Recommendations from the Worshipful Master, Wardens 

and Brethren of that Right W orshipfullodge, whom greet you. 
Q. What comest thou hither to do? 
A. To learn to subdue my passions, and improve myself in 

the secret arts and mysteries of ancient Free Masonry. 
Q. You are a Mason, then, I presume? 
A. lam. 
Q. How do you know that you are a Mason? 
A. By being often tried, never denied and willing to be tried 

again. 
Q. How shan I know you to be a Mason? 
A. By certain signs, and a token. 
Q. What are signs? 
A. All right angles, horizontals, and perpendiculars. 
Q. What is a token? • 
A. A certain friendly and .... otherly grip whereby one Mason 

mal know another in the dark as well as in the light. . 
Q. Where was you first prepared to be a Mason? 
A. In my heart. 
Q. Where secondfy? 

. A. In a room adjacent to the body of a jus. and lawfully con
stituted lodge of such. 

Q. How was you prepared? 
A. By being divested of all metals, neither naked nor clothed, 

barefoot nor shod, hood-winked with a Cable Tow'if about ~y 
neck, in which situation I was conducted to the door of the 
lodge. ' . 

Q. You being hood~ winked how did you know it to be a door~ 
*Three miles long, 
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A.. By first meeting with resistanCe and afterwards gaining 

admission. 
Q. How did you gaiB admission! 
A. By tbree distinct knocks· from without, answered by th(· 

same from within. 
Q. What was said to you flom within! 
A. Who ·comes there, who comes there, who comes there. 

. Q. Your answerT 
. A. A poor blind candidate wbo bas long been desirous of hav

ing and receiving a part of the rights and benefits of this W or
sbipfullodge dedicated to God, and held forth to the holy order 
of St. John as all true fellows and brothers bave done, who ban' 
gone this way before me. . 

. Q. What further was said to you from withinl 
A. I was asked if it was of my own free will and accord I 

,made this request; if· I was dulr and truly prepared worthy and 
well qualified; all of whicb being answered in the affirmative, I 
was asked bywbat further rights I expected to obtain so great a 
favor or benefit. 

Q. Your answerl 
A. By being a man, free bon;l, of lawful age and well recom

mended. 
Q. lYbat was then said to you? 
A. I was bid to wait till the W orsbipful Master in the east was 

made acquainted with my request and his aQSwer returned. 
Q. After his answer returned what followedl . 
A. I was caused to enter the lqdge. 
Q. Howl. . 
A. On the point of some sharp instrument pressing my naked 

left breast in the name of the Lord. 
Q. How was you then disposeft oft 
A. I was conducted to the centre of the lodge and there caus-

ed to kneel for the benefit.of a pra.yer. [Seepage 18.) 
Q. After prayer what was sai~ to youl 
A. I was asked in whom I put Ill)' trust. 
Q. Your answer? 
A. InGod. 
Q. What followed! 
A. The Worshipful Master took me by the right hand and said, 

since in God you put your trust, arise, follow YQUr leader and fear 
no dan,rer. 

Q. How was you then disposed of? 
A. I was conducted three times regularly around the lotigo 
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~ baited at the Junior Warden in the south, wbere the same 
questions were asked and answers returned as at the door. 

Q. How did the J:unior Warden dispose of yout 
A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in 

the west, wbere the same questions were asked and -answers re- • 
turned as before. 

Q. How did ,the Senior Warden dispose of youT ' 
A. He ordered me to be conducted 19 the Worsbipfnl Master 

in the east, where the same questions were asked and answe1'l.' 
returned as before, who likewise demanded of me from whence I 
l'ame ~ whither I was travelling. 

Q. Your answer! 
A. From the west and travelliDg to the east. 
Q. Why do you leave the west and travel to the east'! 
A. In search of light. 
Q. How did the W orsbipful ~aster then dispose ofyou1 
A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the west from 

whence I came, and put in care of the Senior Warden, wIlo taugbt , 
me how to approach the east, the place of light by advancing 
upon one upright regular step to the first step, my feet forming 
thc right angle of an oblong square, my body erect at the altar 
before the W orsbipful Master. 

Q. What did the W orsbipful Master do with you? 
A. He made an Entered Apprentice Mason of me. 
Q. Howl 
A. In due form. 
Q. What was that due form? 
A. My left knee bare bent, my right forming a square; my 

left hand supporting the Holy Bible, Square and Compass; I took 
. 1;" . n me the solemn oath or o~ligation of an Entered Appren

. :,e Mason. [See page 20.] 
i ' .. , ..'. Q, After you had taken yolll' obligation what was said to you~ 
., .;.. . A. I was asked what I most desired. 
r' Q. Your anlIwer1 A. Light. ' 
~ Q. Was you immediately brought to light? 

A. I was. Q. Howl 
A. By the direction of the Master and assistance of the 

brethren. ' 
Q. What did yo~ first ~iscover after being brought to 1igh~1-
A. Three great lights m Masonry, by the assistance 'of tliref: 

tesser. 
Q. What were those three great lights in Masonry? 
A. The Holy Bible, Square, and CompaB!l. 

'(' Q. How are they explainell1 
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LIGHT ON MA80NRY. 33 

A. The Holy Bible is given to U8 as a guide for our faith and 
practice; the Square to square our actions; and the Compass to 
keep us in due bounds with all mankind, but more especially 
with the brethren. . • 

Q. What were those three lesser lights? 
A. Three burning tapers, or candles on candle-sticks. 
Q. What do they represent? 
A. The Sun, Moon, and Master of the lodge. 
Q. How are they explained? 
A. As the Sun rules the day and the Moon governs the night. 

so ought the Worshipful Master to use his endeavors to rule and 
govern his lodge with equal regularity, or cause the same to bl~ 
done. 

Q. What did you next discover? . 
A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east, un

der the sign and due-guard of an Entered Apprentice Mason, 
who presented me with his right hand in token of brotherly love 
and esteem, and proceeded to give me the grip and word of an 
Entered Apprentice Mason, and bid me arise and salute the 
Junior and Senior Wardens, and convince them that I bad been 
regularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason, and was in 
possession of the sign, grip, aDd word. 

Q. What did you next discover? 
A. The Worshipful Master a second time approaching me from 

the east, who presented me with a lambskin or white apron, which 
he said was an emblem of innocence, and the badge of II. Ma
son;tbat it had been worn by kings, princes, and potentates, of 
the earth, who had never been ashamed to wear it; that it wal> ~ 
more honorable than the diadems of kings, or pearls of princess-
es, when worthily worn; and more ancient than the Golden 
Fleece, or Roman Eagle; more honorable than the star or 
garter, or any other order that could be conferred upon me at 
that time, or any time thereafter, except it be in the body of a 
just and lawfully constituted lodge of Masons; and bid me carry • 
it to the Senior Warden in the west, who taught me how to wear 
it as an Entered Apprentice lUa,son. 

Q. What was you next presented with? 
A. The working tools of an Entered Apprentice Mason. 
Q. What were they? 
A. The twenty-four inch guage and common gavel. 
Q. How were they explained? 
A. The twenty-four inch guage is an.instrument made usc ot' 

by operative Masons to measure and layout their work; bnt w<' 
as Free and Accepted Masons are taught to make use of it fol' 
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the more noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time; th~ 
tweaty-four inches on the ~e are are emblematieal of the 
twenty-four hours in the day, wbic~ we are taught to divide into 
three equal parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service of 
God, and a worthy distressed brother; eight hours for our usual . 
vocation, and eight hours for refreshment and sleep. The com
mon gavel is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to 
break oft' the corners of rough stones, the better to fit them for 
the builder's use; but we as freeand Accepted Masons are taught 
to make uee of it for the more noble and glorious pmpose of 
divesting our hearts and consciences of all the vices and super
fluities of life, thereby fitting- Ollf minds as lively and living 
stones for that spiritual building, that house DOt made with haads. 
eternal in the heavens. • 

Q. What Was you nen presented with! 
A. Newoame. 
Q. What was thad A. Caution. 
Q. What does it teach! 
A. It tea:ches me as I was barely instructed in the rudiment$. 

~f Masonry, that I should be eautious over aU my words uti 
.cOODS, especially wbeD before its enemies • 

. Q. What was you next ptellellte4l with1 
A. Three precious jewels. 
Q. What were they! . 
A. A listening ear, a sileat taupe and a faidaful heart. 
Q. What do they teach! 

4\ A. A listening ear, teaches me to listen to the instruction ot' 
the W orsbipful Master, but more especially that I should listen 
to the calls and eries of a worthy di.streeseci brother. A silent ffi=""""'" to he"""" <he lodge, tho1 <he.-. ... , Dy thereof may not be disturbed; but more especially that 

'. . . mould be silent when before the enemies of Masoary. A faith-
, ful heart, that I should be faithful to the instructions of the W Of'o 

• sbipful Master at all times; but more especially that I should be 
faithful ad keep and conceal the secreta of Masonry, and those 
of a brother, when delivered to me in charge as such, that they 
may remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as in bis own 
before oommUDicated to me. 

Q. What was you next presented with? 
A. Check-words two. 
Q. What were theyt 
A. Truth and U Dion. 
Q. How explained! . 
.A. Truth is a mine attribute, and the foundation of every ,"ir. 
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tue. To be good and true are the first lessons we are taught in 
Masomy. On this theme we contemplate, and by its dictates 
endeavor to regulate our conduct: hence, while influenced by this 
principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown amongst us; sincer
ity and plain dealing distinguishes us; and the heart ami tongul' 
join in promoting each others welfare, and rejoicing in each oth
ers prosperity •. 

Union is that kind of frieQ.dsmp that ought to appear conspicu
ous in the conduct of every Mason. It is so closely allied to 
the divine attribute truth, that he who enjoys the one, is seldom 
destitute 6£ the other. Sb~uld interest, honor, prejudice, or hu
man depravity ever influence you to violate any part of the sacred 
trust we now repose in you, let these two important words, at tho 
earliest insinuation, teach you to put on the check-line of truth, 
which will infallibly .direct you to pursue that strait and narrow 
path, which ends in the full enjoyment of the grand lodge above, 
where we shall all meet as Masons and members of one family; 
where all discord on account of religion, politics, or private opin
ion, shall be unknown and banished from within our walls. 

Q. What followed? 
A. The Worshipful Master in the east made a demand of me 

of something of a metalic kind, which, he said, was not so much 
on account of its intrinsic value, as that it might be deposited in 
the archives of the lodge, as a memorial that I had therein been 
made a Mason. 

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you 1 
A. He ordered me to be conducted out of the lodge and iu

~·ested of what I had been divested, and returned for further in
stnlctions. 

Q. After you returned how was you disposed on 
A. I was conducted to the north east comer of the lodge. 

and there caused to stand upright like a man, my feet forming u 
square, and received a solemn injunction, ever to walk and act· 
uprightly before· God and man, and in addition thereto received 
the following charge. (For this charge see page 25.) 

SECOND SECTION. 
Q. Why was you divested of all metals when you was made a 

Mason? 
~ A. Because Masonry regards no man on account of his world,. 

ly wealth or honors; it is therefore the internal, and not the ex
ternal qualifications that recommends a man to Masons. 

Q. A second reason 1 
A. There was neither the sound of an a.~e, hammer, or any 

(.tber metal tool heard at the building of kiDg Solomon's tempi". 
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Q. How could so stupendous a fabric be erected without the 
sound ofaxe, hammer, or any other metal toon • 

A. All the stones were hewed, squared and numbered in the 
quarries where they were raised, all the timbers felled and pre
pared in'tlie forests of Lebanon, and carried down to Joppa on 
floats, and taken from thence up to Jerusalem and set up with wood
en malls, prepared for that purpose; which, when oompleted, every 
part thereof fitted with that exact nicety, that it had more the resem
hlance of the handy workmanship of the Supreme Architect or 
the universe, than of human hands. 

Q. Why was you neither naked nor clothed T 
A. As I was an object of distress at that time, it was to remind 

me, if ever I saw a friend, more especially a brother, in n like 
distressed situation, that I should contribute as liberally to his re
lief as his situation required, and my abilities would admit, with
out material injury to myself or family. 

Q. "ny was you neither barefoot nor shod 1 
. A. It was an ancient Israelitish custom, adopted among Ma
tlons; and we read in the book of Ruth concerning their mode 
and manner of changing and redeeming, and to confirm all things. 
a brother plucked of his shoe and gave it to his neighbor, and that 
was testimony in Israel. This then, therefore, we do in confir
mation of a token, and as a pledge of our fidelity; thereby signi
fying that we will renounce our own will in aD things, and be
come obedient to the laws of our ancient institutions. 

Q. Why was you hood-winked t 
A. That my heart might conceive before my eyes beheld the 

beauties of Masonry. . 
Q. A second reason. 
A. As I was in darkness at that time, it was to remind me that 

I should keep the whole world so respecting Masonry. 
. Q. Why had you a Cable-Tow about your neck? . 

. A. In case I had not submitted to the manner and mode of 
my initiation that I might have been led out of the lodge without 
seeing the form and beauties thereof. 

Q. Why did you give three distinct knocks at the door t 
A. To alarm the lodge, and let the worshipful master, war

dens and brethren know that a poor blind candidate prayed ad
mission. 

Q. What do those three distinct knocks allude to t . 
A. A certain passage in Scripture wherein it says, 'ask and it 

shall be given, seek and ye shall find, knock and it sball be open
ed unto you.' 

Q. How did you apply this to your then case in l\.Jasomyt 
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A. I asked the recommendations of a mend to become a Ma
SOD; I BOught admission through his recommendations and Imc!ck
eel, and the door of Muoary orned unto me. 

Q. Why was you caused td enter on the point of some sharp 
instrument pressing your naked left breast in the Dame of the 
Lord! 

A. As this was a tortare to my flesh, BO might the recollection 
of it ever be to my flesh and conscience if ever I attempted to 
reveal the Becrets of Masonry unlawfully. 

Q. Why was you conducted to the centre of the lodge and 
there caused to kneel for the benefit of a prayer'! 

A. Before entering on this, or any other great and important 
undertaking, it is highly necessary to implore a blessing from 
Deity. 

Q. Why was you asked in whom you put your trust! 
. .4.. .Agreeable to the laws of our ancient institution, no Atheist 

couJd be made a Mason; it was therefore Decessary that I should 
believe in Deity; otherwise, no oath or obligation could bind me. 

Q. Why did the Worshipful Master take you by the right; 
hand, and bid you rise, follow your leader, and. fear no danger! 

A. As I was in darkness at that time and could neither foresel' 
nor avoid danger, it was to remind me that I was_in the hands of 
an atfectionate friend, in whose fidelity r might with safety con
fide. 

Q. Why was you conducted three times regularly round th(: 
lodge! .. 

A. That the Worshipful Master, Wardens, and brethren might 
see that I was duly and truly prepared. 

Q. Why did you meet with those several obstructions on the 
way! 

A. Thill, and every other lodge, is, or ought to be, a true rep
resentation of king Slllomon's temple, which, when completed. 
bad guards stationed at the east, west and south gates. 

Q. Why had they guards stationed at those several gates! 
A. To prevent anyone from passing or repassing that was nol 

duly quaIified. 
Q. Why did you kneel on your left knee and not on your right, 

or both! 
A. The left side ha.9 ever been conaidered the weakest part of 

the . body; it was, therefore, to remind me that that part, I was 
:. then taking upon me, was the weakest part of Masonry, it being 

. that only of an Entered Apprentice. . . 
Q. Why was ypur right hand placed on the Holy Bible, Square. 

and Compass, and not your left, or both! 
D 
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A. The right hand has ever been considered the'seat offiden
ty, and our ancient brethren worshipped De~ty under the names 
of FIDES; which has sometimes been represented by two r.ght 
bands joined together; at others, by two human figures holding 
each other by the right hand; the right hand, therefore, we use in 
this great and important undertaking, to signify, in the strongest 
manner possible, the sincerity of our intentions in'the business 
we are engaged. 

Q. Why did the W orahipful Master present you with a la.mb-
skin, or a white apronl . 

A. The lamb-skin has, in all ages, been deemed an emblem of 
innocence; he, therefore, who wears the lamb-skin, as a badge of 
a Mason, is thereby continually reminded· of that purity .of life and 
rectitude of conduct, which is so essentially necessary to our gain
ing admission into the celestial lodge above, where the Supreme 
Architect of the universe presides. . 

Q. Why did the Master make a demand of you of something 
of a metalic naturel . . . , 

A. Aa I was in a poor and pennyless situation at the time, it 
was to remind me if eyer I saw a friend, but more especially a 
brother, in the like poor and pennyless situation, that I should.con
tribute as liberally to his relief as my abilities would admit and his 
situation required, without injuring myself or family. . 

Q. Why was you conducted to the northeast comer of the lodge, 
and tllere caused to stand upright, like a man, your feet forming 
a square, receiving, at the same time, a solemn charge to walk 
and act uprightly before God and manl . 

A. The first stone, in every masonic edifice, is, or ought to be, 
placed at the northeast comer; that being the place where an En
tered Apprentice :a-Iason receives hi$ first instructions to build his 
future masonic edifice upon. . 

THIRD SECTION. 

Q. We have been saying a good deal about a lodge, I want to 
know what constitutes a lodgel . 

A. A cel'tain number of Free and Accepted Masons, duly as
sembled in a room, or place, with the Holy Bible, Square, and 
Compass,·and other masonic implements, with a charter from the 
grand lodge empowering them to work. 

Q. Where did our ancient brethren meet before lodges were 
crected? 

A. On the highest hills, and in the 10wClft vales. 
Q. Why on the highest hills, and in the lowest vales! 
A. The better to guard against cowans and enemies, either as-
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MOOing or descending, that the brethren might have timely notice 
of their approach to· prevent being surprised. 

Q. What is the form of your lodgel 
A. An oblong square. 
Q. How longl ' A. }I'rom east to west. Q. How wide! 
A. Between north and 'south. 
Q. Howhighl 
A. From the surface of the earth to the highest heavenll. 
Q. Howdeepl 
A. From the surface to the centre. 
Q. What supports rour lodgel 
A. Three large columns or pillars • 

. Q. What are their namesl 
, A. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 

Q. Why s01 A. It is necessary there should be wisdom to 
eontrive, strength to'support, and beauty to adorn, all great and 
important undertakings; but more especially this of ours. 

Q. Has your lodge any co~l -
A. It bas;' a clouded canopy, or stany-decked heaven, where 

all good Masons bope to arrive. . 
Q. How do you hope to arrive therel 
A. By the assistance of Jacob's ladder.*' 
Q. How many principal rounds has it got? A. Three. 

,- Q. What are their namesl ' 
A. Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
Q. What do they teach? 
A. Faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all man-

kind. ' 
Q. Has your lodge any furniturel 
A. It bas; , the Holy Bible, Square, and Compass. 
Q. To whom do they belongl 
A. The Bible to God; the Square to the Master; and tho 

Compass to the Craft. 
Q. How explainedl 
A. 'fhe Bible to God; it being the inestimable gift of God to 

man, for his instruction to guide him through the rugged paths of 
life: the Square to the Master; it being the proper emblem of his 
office: the Compass to the Craft; by a due attention to which, 

* The ladder which Jacob saw, undoubtedly represented the way of lifo 
and salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. The rounds in that ladderi 
the several stops He took in the great work of redemption. The angelll ot 
God are sent forth, throu!!h this medium, to minister unto them who shall ~ 
«Iae heirs ot'salvation; and not upon tbe' principles of faith, ~ and c~· 
ly, which are graces wrought in the hearts of christiana by the Holy Spm • 
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we are taught to liInit our deaires; curb our ambition; subdue our 
irregular appetites; and keep our JIIUIIIious and prejudices in due 
bounds with all mankind: but more especially with the brethren. 

Q. Has your lodge any ornamentsl , 
A. It bas; the Mosaic, or chequered pavement; the iDdented 

tessel; that beautiful tesselated border which surrounds it, with 
the blazing star in the centre. 

Q. What de they represent? 
A. The Mosaic, or chequered pavement, represents this world; 

which, though chequered over with good and evil, yet brethren 
may walk together thereon and not stumble:~e indented tessel, 
with the blazing star in the centre, the manifold blessings and 
comforts with which we are surrounded in this life; but more es
pecially, those which we hope to enjoy hereafter:-the blazing 
star, that prudence which ought to appear conspicuous in the eon
duct of every Muon; but more especially, commemorative of 
the star which appeared ia the aut, to guidtl the wise mea to 
Bethlehetn, to proclaim &be birth aacl the presence of the SQn of 
G~ , 

Q. Has your lodge any lights? A. It has; three. 
Q. How are they situated! . 
A. East, West, and South. . 
Q. Has it BOne in tIte North? A. It has not. Q. Why sol 
A. Because this, and every other lodge, is, or ought fA) be, a 

true representation of king Solomon's temple, which was situatea north of the ecliptic; the sun and meoo, therefore, darting their 
rays from the south, no light was to be expected from the north; 
we, therefore, masonically, term the north a place of darkness. 

Q. Has your lodge any jewelsl 
A. It has;--six: three moveable and three immoveable. 
Q. What are the three moveable jewelsl 
A. The Square, Level, and Plumb. 
Q. Wnat do they teachl . 
A. The square, morality; the level, equality; and the plumb, 

rectitude of life and conduct. 
Q. What are the three immoveable jewelsl 
A. The rough Ashlar, the perfect Ashlar, and the Tressle-

Board. . 
Q. What are theyl 
A. The rough ashlar is a stone in its 'rough and natural state; 

the perfect ashlar is also a stone made ready by the working tools 
of the Fellow Craft, to be adjusted in the building; and the tres
sle-board is for the master workman to draw his plans and design!! 
upon. ~ , 
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Q. What do they representl 
A.. The rough ashlar represents man in his rude and imperfect 

state by nature; the perfect ashlar also represents man in that 
state of perfection to which we all hope to arrive, by means of a 
virtuous life and education, our own· endeavors and the blessing 
of God. In erecting our temporal building, we pursue the plans 
and designs laid down by the master workman on his tressle-board; 
but, in erecting our spiritual building, we pursue the plans aDd de
signs laid down by the Snpreme Geometrician of the .universe in 
the book of life; which we, masonicaUy, term our sfliritual tree
sle-board. 

Q. Who did you servel A. My Master. 
Q. How longl . A.' Six days. 
Q. What did you serve him with? 
A. Freedom, Fervency, and Zeal • 

. Q. What do they represent? 
A.. Chalk, Charcoal, and Earth. 
Q. Why sol A. There is nothing freer than chalk; the slight

est touch of which leaves a trace behind: nothing more fervent 
than hea,ted charcoal; it will melt the most obdurate metals: n0-

thing more zealous tban the earth to bring forth. 
Q. How is your lodge situatedl A. Due east and west. 
Q. Wby sol 
A. Because the sun rises in the east and sets in the west. 
Q. A second reason? 
A. The gospel was first preached in the east, and is tlpreadin~ 

to the west. 
Q. A third reasonl 
A. The liberal arts and sciences began in the east, and, are ex

tending to the west. 
Q. A fourth reason! 
A. Because all the chuiches and chapels are, or ought to be, 

so situated. 
Q. Why are all churches and chapels so situatedl 
A. Because king Solomon's temple was so situated. 
Q. Why was king Solomon's temple so situatedl . 
A. Because Moses" after conducting the children of Israel 

through the Red Sea, by divine command, ereCted a tabernacle to 
God, and placed it due east 'and west; which was to commemo
rate, to the latest posterity, that miraculous east wiOd that wrought 
their mighty deliverance; and thjs was an exact model of Solo
roan's temple: since which time, every well regulated and gov
erned lodge is, or ought to be, so situated. 

Q. To whom did our ancient brethren dedicate their lodges? 
D2 
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A. To king Solomon. Q. Why sol 
A. Beoaule king Solomon was our most aneientGrand Master. 
Q. To whom do modem Masons dedicate their lodgesl 
A. To St. John the Baptis~ and St. John the Evangelist. 
Q. Why sol. .. 
A. Because they were the two most ancient christian patrong 

oflUuonry; and, since their time, in every well regulated and 
governed lodge, there has been a certain point within a circle, 
which circle js boqnded on the east and the west by two perpen
tlicular paraItellines, representing the anniversary of St. John the 
Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, who were two perfect par
allels,.as well in Masomy as christianity; on the vertex of which 
rests the book of the holy scriptures, supporting Jacob's ladder, 
which is said to reach to the watery clouds. and, in passing round 
this circle, We naturally touch on both these perpendicular paral
lei lines, as we)i as the book of the holy scriptures; ud while a 
.Mason' keeps himself thus circumscribed, he cannot" materially 
err. 

Thus ends the first degree of Masonry; and the reader, who 
has read and paid attention to it, knows more of Masonry than 
any Entered Apprentice in Christendom, and more of this degree 
than one hundredth part of the Master :Masons, or even Royal 
Arch Masons; for very few ever attempt to learn the lectures, or 
even the obligations: They merely receive the degrees, and there 
stop, with the exc.eption of a few who are fascinated with the idea 
of holding an office: they sometimes endeavor to qualify them
selves to discharge the duties which devolve on them in their re
spective offices. The offices of Secretary and Treasurer, are, 
by some, considered the most important in the lodge, particular
ly. where there is much business done. 

I will now introduce the reader to the second degree of Mason
ry. It is generally ealled passing, as will be seen in the lecture. 
I shall omit the ceremonies of <!pening and closing, as they are 
precisely the same as in the first degree; except two koocks are 
used in this degree, and the door is entered by the benefit of a 
p~s-word: it is Skiboletk. It will be expWoed in the lecture. 

The candidate, as before, is taken into the preparation room, 
and prepared in the manDer fonowing: All his olotlling taken off, 
except his shirt; furnished with a paV ,of drawl"I;his right breast 
bare; his left foo~ in a slipper; the right bare; a oable-tow twice 
round his neck; semi-hood-winked;· in wltieh situation he is oon
dueted to the door of the lodge, where he gives two knocks, when 
the Senior Warden rises and says, 'Worshipful, while we are 
peaceably at work-on the seeond degree of Masonry, under the 
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inHuence of faith, hope, and charity, the door of our lodge if' 
alarmed.' Master to Junior Deacon, 'Brother Junior, inquire 
the cause of that alann.' (In m8.llY lodges they come to the 
door, knock, are answered by the Junior Deacon, and come in 
without being noticed by the Senior Warden or Master.) Tho 
Junior Deacon gives two raps on the inside of the door. l'be 
c8.Ildidate gives one without, it is answered by the Junior Dea
COD with one; when the door is partly opened by the Junior Dea
con, who inquires, 'who comes he~l who comes here1' The' 
Senior Deacon, who is, or ought to he, the conductor, aDlIwers, 
'A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiated as an Enter
ed Apprentice Mason, served a proper time as such, and now 
wishes for further light in Masonry, by being passed to the degree 
of l"ellow Craft.' Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, 'Is it ofhis 
own free will and aecord he makes this request1'. Jl.n.. 'It is.' 
Junio.r Deacon to Senior Deacon, 'Is he duly IUIIIl truly prepar
ed?' JJ.m. 'He is.' Junior Deacon to Senior iJeacon, 'Is he 
worthy and well qualifiedr JJ.m 'He is.' Junior Deacon to 
Senior Deacon, 'Has·he made suitable proficiency in the preced
ing degree?' JJ.m. 'He has.' . (Very few know any more than 
they did the . night they were initiated; have not heard their obli
gation repeated, nor one section of the lecture; and, in fact, a 
very smallportIDn of Mason I! ever learn either.) Junior Deacon 
to Senior Deacon, 'By what further rights does he expect to ob
tain this benefit?' .flu. 'By the benefit of a pass-word.' Jun
ior Deacon to Senior Deacon, 'HtU 1&e tJ pMHlHWdl' JJ.m. 'He 
has not, but I have it for him.' Junior Deacon to Senior Dea
con, 'Give it to mel' The Senior Deacon whispers in the Junior 
Deacon's ear, 'Shtboletk.' The Junior Deacon says, 'The pass 
is right; since this is the case, you will wait until the W orship
ful Master in the east is made acquainted with his request, and 
his answer returned.' The Junior Deacon then ~pairs to the 
}Iaster, and gives two knoeks, as at the door, which are answer
ed by two by the Master; when the 88JDe questions are asked, 
and answers returned, as at the door. After which, the l\'Iaster 
says, 'Since he comes endued with all these necessary qualifica
tions, let bim enter this worshipful lodge in the name of the Lord, 
and take heed on what he enters.' He enters; the angle of the 
squue is pressed bard against his naked right breast; at which 
~, the Junior Deacon says, 'Brother, when you entered this 
lOdge the first time, you entered on the point of the compass 
pressing your naked left breast, which was then explailled to you. 
You now eater it on the angle of the square, pressing your ~e8 
right breast; which is toteaeh you to actupoll the square·w1tha 
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mankind, but more especially widi die brethren., The candidate 
is dian conducted twice regularly round the lodge, and halted at 
the Junior Warden in the soudi, where he gives two raps, and is 

" answered by two, when the same questions are IUIked, and an
swers returned as at, the door; from thence he is conducted to die 
Senior Warden, where the same questions are asked and answers 
returned, as before; he is dien conducted to the Master in the 
east, where the same questions are asked and answers retumed, 
as before; the Master likewise demands of him, from whence he 
came, and whither he was travelling; he answers, 'From the west, 
and travelling to the east.' The Master says, 'Why do you leave 

. the west, aud travel to the eastl' ./1", 'In search of more light.' 
The Masterthen says to the Senior Deacon, 'Since this is die case, 
you will please conduct the candidate back to the west, from 
whence he came, and put him in the care of the Senior Warden, 
who will teach~ how to approach the east, 'the place of light,' 
by advancing upon two upright regular steps to the second step, 
(his heel is in the hollow of die right foot, on this degree;) his feet 
forming the right angle of an oblong square, and his body erect at 
the altar before the Worshipful }Jaster, and place him in a proper 
position to take the solenm oath, or obligation of a Fellow Craft 
Muon.' The Master then leaves his seat, and approaches the 
kneeling candidate, (the candidate kneels on the,nght knee; the 
left forming a square; his left arm, as far as the elbow, in a hori
zontal position, and the rest of the arm in a vertical position, so 
as to form a square; his arm supported by die square held under 
l1is l'llbow:) and says, 'Brother, you are ~w placed in a proper 
position to take on you the solenm oath, or obligation, ofa Fellow 
Craft Muon, which I assure you, as before, is neither to affect 
yOl.\l' religion nor politics; if you are willing to take it, repeat your 
name, and say after me:'-

'I, A D, of my own free will and accord, in the presence or ' 
Almighty God, and this Worshipful Lodge of Fellow, Craft Ma
son8, dedicated to God, and held fordi to the holy order of St. 
John, do hereby and hereon, most soleinnly and sincerely promise 
and swear, in addition to my former obligation, that I will not give 
the degree of a :"'ellow Craft MlUlon to any ODe of an inferior de
gree, nor to any other being in the known world, except it be to a 
true and lawful brother, or brethren Fellow Craft Masons, or with-
in the body of a just and lawfully constituted "lodge of such; and 
not unto him nor unto them whom I shall hear so to be, but unto
him and them only whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial and 
due examination, or lawful information. Furthermore, do I pto
mise and swear, that I will not wropg this lodge, nor a bro~" of. 
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this degree, to the value of two cents, ~owiaglJCl myself, nor sur
fer it to be done by others, if in my po"*M to prevent it. Fur
thermore, do I promise and swe&II, that I wiD support the consti
tution of the Grand Lodge of the UDited States, and of the Grand 
Lodge of this state, under which this IocIge is held, aad confOllll 
to ~ the bye-laws, rules, and regulatiOll8 of this, or any other 
lodge, of which I may, at any time benla.tlB, become a member, 
as far as in my power. Furthermore, do I proaUe and swear, 
tllat I will obey all regular signs and IRIJDIDOD8, given, handed, 
sent, or thrown to me by tile haDcl of a brother Fellow Craft Ma
son, or from the body of a just and lawfully e<mtituted lodge of 
such; provided it be withiB the length of my cahle-tow, or square 
and angle of my work. Fwthermore, 110 I promise and swear, 

, that I will be aidiDg lind assisting all poor and pennyless brethren 
Fellow Crafts, ~ widows and orphans, whel'ellOflYer disposed 
round the globe, they applying to me as sucb, as far as in my pow
er, without injuring myself or family.' To all·which I do most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and swcv, without the least hesi
tation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me whatev
er; binding myself under DO less penalty than to have my left 
breast tom open, and my hevt and vitals taken from thence, and 
thrown over Illy left'shoulder, and carried into the valley of Jeho
saphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field, and 
yuItwes of tile air, .ifever I should prove ~~ ~ ofviolat-

. mg any part of this my liolemn oath or obligation J a Fellow 
Craft Mason;, 80' keep me God, and keep me steaAffit.st in the duc 
performance of the same.' 'Detach your bands, and kiss the book, 
which is the Holy Bible, twice.' The bandage is now (by one of 
the brethren) dropped over the other eye, and the Master says, 
'Brother, (at the same time laying his hand on the top of the cail
didate's head,) what do you most desire1' The candidate answers 
after his prompter, 'more light.' The Master says, 'Brethren, 
form on tbe-square, and assist in bringing our new made brother 
from darkness to -light; and God said, let there be light, and there 
was ligbt.' At this inIItant aU the brethren clap their hands, and 
stamp on the floor, as in the preeediDg degree. The Master sayR 
to the candidate, 'Brother, what do you discover difterent from 
before!' The Master says. after a short pause, 'You now dis
COver one point of the compass elevated above the square,' wbich 
denotes light in this degree; but as one is yet in obscurity, it IS to 
remind you that you are yet one material point in the dvk, re
specting Masonry.' The Master stepa off from the candidate 
three or four steps, and says, 'Brother, YI)U DOW mscover me 8fI a 
Master of this lodge, approaching you from the east, under tb~ SIgn 
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and due-guard of a Fellow Craft Mason; do as I do, as near as 
you~, keeping yom; position.' ~ sign is given by <\rawing 
your right band fiat, witbthe palm of It next to your breast, acroSS' 

your breast, from the left to the right side, with some quickness, 
and dropping it down by your side; the due-guard is given by rais
ing the left arm until that part of it between the elbow and shoul
d.er is perfectly horizontal, and raising the rest of the arm in a ver
tical position, so that that part of the arm below the elbow, and that 
part above it, forms a square: this is caUed the due-guard of a . 
Fellow Craft Mason. The two given together, are called the sign 
and due-guard of a Fellow Craft Mason, and they are never given 
separately; they would nof be reeognised by a Mason, if given. 
separately. The Master, by the time he gives his steps, sign,. and 
due-guard, arrives at the candidate and says, 'Brother, I now pre
sent you wid! my right band in token of brotherly-love and confi
dence, and with it the 'P8SS:'grip and word of a Fellow Craft Ma
soa.' The pass, br more properly the pass-grip, is given by tak
ing each other by the right band, as though going to shake bands, 
and each putting his thumb between the fore and second finger, 
where they join the hand, and pressing the thumb between the 
joints. This is the pass-grip of a Fellow Craft Mason; the name 
of it is Shiboleth. Its origin will be explained in the lecture-the 
pass-grip some give without lettering or syllabling, and others give 
it in the same way they do the real grip. The real grip of a Fel
low Craft Mason is given, by putting the thumb on the' joint oftbe 
second finger, where it joins the band, and crooking your thumb 
so that each can stick the nail of his thumb into the joint of tbe 
other. This is the real grip ofa Fellow Craft Mason; the name of 
it is JachiA; it is given in the following manner: If you wish to 
examine a person, after having taken each other by the grip, ask' 
bim, 'What is this1' .fl.' A grip.' Q.' A grip of what1' .fl. 
'The grip of a Fellow Craft Mason.' Q. 'Has it a namer .fl. 
'It has.' Q. 'Will you give it to mel' A. 'I did not so receive 
it, neither can I so impart it.' Q.. 'What will you do with it1' 
A. 'I'll letter it or halve it.' Q. 'Halve it, and you begin1' ./l. 
'No; begin you.' Q. 'You begin1' ./l. 'J A.' Q. 'C H I Nt' 
.!l.. 'JACHIN.' Q. 'Right, brother Jachin, I greet you.' 

After the ll'Iaster gives the candidate the pass-grip and grip, and 
their names, he says, 'Brother, you will rise and salute the Junior 
and Senior Wardens as such, and convince them that you have 
been regularly passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason, and 
have got the sign and pass-grip, real grip, and their names.' [I 
do not here express it as expressed in lodges generally; the Mas
ter generanysa~, 'youwin arise and salute the Wardens, &c. 
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and convince them, &c. that you have got the sign, pass-grip, and 
word.' It is obviously wrong; because the first thiag.he gives is 
the sign, then the due-guard, then the pass-grip, and their names. ] 
While the Wardens are examining the candidate, the Master gets 
an apron.and returns to the candidate, and says, 'Brother, I now 
have the honor of presenting you with a lamb-skin, or white apron, 
as before, which I hope you will continue to wear with honor to 
yourself, and satisfac'tion to the brethren; you wiD please carry it 
to the Senior Warden in the west, who will teach you how to wear 
it as a Fellow Crail. Mason.' The Senior Warden ties on his 
apron, and turns up one comer of the lower end of the apron, and 
tucks it under the apron string. The Senior Deacon then con. 
ducts his pupil to the Master, who has, by this time, resumed his 
seat in the east, where he has, or ought ,to have, the floor carpet 
to assist him in his explanations. Master to the candidate, 'Bro
ther, as you are dressed, it is necessary you should have tools to 
work with; I will, therefore, present you with the tools of a l'ellow 
Craft Mason. They are the plumb, square, and level. The 
plumb is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to raise 
perpendiculars; the square, to square their work; and the level, 
to lay horizontals: but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are 
taught to use them for more noble and glorious purposes; the 
plumb teaches us to walk uprightly, in aur several stations, before 
God and man; squaring our actions by the square of virtue; and 
remembering that we are travelling on the level of time to that un· 
discovered country, 'from whose bourne no travener has returned.' 
I further present you with thr~ precious jewels; their names are 
faith, hope, and charity; they teach us to have faith in God, hope 
in immortality, and charity to all mankind.' The l\Iaster to the 
Senior Deacon, 'You will now conduct the candidate out of this 
lodge, and invest him with what he has been divested.' A~r he 
is clothed, and the necessary arrangements made for his recep
tion, such as placing the columns and floor carpet, if they have 
any, and the candidate is·reconducted back to the lodge, as he en. 
ters the door, the Senior Deacon observes, 'we are now about to 
return to the middle chamber of lung Solomon's temple.' When 
within the door, the Senior Deacon proceeds; 'Brother, we have 
worked in speculative Masonry, but our forefathers wrought both 
in speculative and operative Masonry. They worked at the build
ing of king Solomon's temple, and many other masonic edifices; 
they wrought six days; they did not work on the seventh, because 
in six days God created the heavens and the earth, and rested on 

\ 

the seventh day. The seventh, therefore, our ancient brethren 
consecrated as a day of rest;, thereby enjoying more frequent op· 
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porttmities to cont.emplata the glorious works of creation, aad t& 
adore their great Creator.' Moving a step or two, the Senior 
Deaeon proceeds: 'Brother, the first thing that attracts our atten
tion, are two ~ eoIums, or piDars, one on the left hand, and 
the other on the right; the name of the one on the left band is Bo
lIZ, and denotes strength; the name of the one on the right hand 
is JtJChm, and denotes establishment; they collectively allude to 
a passage in scripture, wherein God has declared in his word, 'In 0 

strength shall this house be established.' These columns are 
eighteen cubits high, twelve in circumference, and four in diame
ter; they are adorned with two large chapiters, on& on each, and 
these chapiters are ornamented with net work, lily work, and 
pomegranates; they denote unity, peace, and plenty. The net 
work. from its connexion, denoteli IInion; the lily work, from its 
whiteness, purity and peace; and the pomegranates, from the 
exuberance of its seed, denotes plenty. They also have two 
large globes, or balls, one on each; these globes, or balls, con
tain, on their convex surfaces, all the maps and charts of the ce
lestial and terrestrial bodies: they are said to be thus -extensive, 
to denote the universality of M8IIonry, and that a Mason's chari
tyought to be equally extensive. Their composition is molten, 
or cast brass; they were cast on the banks of the river Jordan, in 
the clay-ground between Succoth and Zaradatha, where kiDg So
lomon ordered these and all other holy vessels to be cast; they 
were cast hollow; and were four inches, or a hand's breadth thick; 
they were cast hollow, the better to withstand inundatioas and 
conflagrations; they were the archAres of Masonry, and contained 
the constitution, rolls, and records.' The Senior Deacon having 
explained the columns, he passes between them, advances a step 
or two, observing as he advances, 'Brother, we will pursue our 
travels; the next thing that we come to is, a long, winding stair 
case, with three, five, seven steps, or more. The three first al
lude to the three principal supports in Masonry, viz: wisdom, 
strength, and beauty; the five steps allude·to the five orders in 
architecture, and the five human senses; the five orders in archi
tecture are, the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Co ompo
site; the five human senses are, hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling, 
and tasting; the three first of which, ha~e ever been bigbly essen· 
tial among Masons: hearing, to hear the word, seeing, to see the 
sign, and feeling, to feel the grip, whereby OBe Mason may know 
another in the dark as well as in the light. The seven steps ala 
lude to the seven sabbatical years; seven years of faJuine; seven 
years in building the temple; seven golden candlesticks; seven 
wonders of the world; seven planets; but, more especially, the 
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severalliberai arts and sciences, which are grammar, rl-AClYurit:. 
logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and aSLronomy; fo, this; and 
iDany other reasons, the number seven has ever been held in high 
estimation among jj{asons. Advancing a few steps, the Senk,r 
Deacon pt;;c;;ed,; 'Bro"..ber, the next thing we cQme to, is tl:!e 
;}utzsr d<>or of the middle ehamber of king Solomon's temple, 
which i, purJy npen, but do,ely tyled by the Junior Warden.' 
rIt is the .Junio' Wardee in thc; eo;;t.h who represents Qte Tyler, 
;~t the oute, dnoe of the ;lliddic; t;hamber t,f king aolomon's tem-

r~:1..:~~~~:: !:':nc:~r~~::ii :i,~,:~::;~~:o, Deac;uT:t~:~i~!:~ 
co; ,'ZUswecs, 'A Fdluw Craft Mason,' W;H~den to Sen
ior Deacon, 'How do you expect tn gTrin a(hnissinnr An,. 'By 
a pass, and token of a pass: JHruer WTlrd(;D to Senior Dee
eon, 'Will you give them to me?' [Th;; Senior D;;;aeon; Or the 
candidate, (prompted by him,) gives them; this !IDa mary ,}ther 
tokens, or grips, are frequently given I:!y strnngere, when first in
troduced to each other. if given to a Mason, he will immediate
ly return it; l.1'ley can be given in any company unobserved, even 
by M.asons, whon shaking hands. .Ii. prull, and toke" oj" a plUS: 
me pasf? i?? the; word Shibboleth; the~ token, alias, the pasS-gnp;iN 
criyen, as oef;;,re described, by taking each other by the right 
" .,. '_I,· h' d" I· ,~ .t b ~, ~ lumd; a'? ;;7 SHa.i,:mg anus, an' p af?mg Ule "iUTi1 between the 

5.~ig~~~E~~1J1~1:~ 
~o 'diffe~ntly; when t,~ey ID;:8.n the ;zame abing, 
ly wholly misunderstand e;ieh ol~eL ] 

After the J umor Warden bas received thi; pasH Shibbvleth, he 
inquires, 'What does it denote?' .fln.', 'Plenty~' Jlmior War
den to Senior Deacon, 'Why sol' .I1na. 'From a,'l ear of <porn 
being plat-oed at the water-tord.' Junior W uden to SHnivr DeH
con, "Wny Wii.8 this pass instituted?; .I1na. 'In cO!\~equence of 
a quarrel which had long existed between Jephthah; Judge ofh. 
rat;}, and thc; Epbraimitesf the latter of whom had long be..en ~ 
stitbbor.1, rebellion;, poopiz;, whom Jephthah had endeavored t~o 
sebdTte by lenient m;Y;a9ure;;, but to no eftCct. The Ephraimites 
ooing highly inz;eeoo,] against Jvp~thah, for not being called to 

~ii;: :[,:POib ;:~ §:1;~~j 
to flight; and t,s make hh; InGle eornplete; he ordered 
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gnardR ,to be placed at the differ~nt passes o~t!le banks of the 
river Jordan, w,d coulmanuf7d, if ilie Ephrrurr.ute2i pf78seti tf,at 
frill, mat l:b±5Y 2ibould thu word Shib150lezh; but thoy, 
being 5)f 0 dilTeront pronouncod it Sibboleth; which trifti'lg 
defect proved, t.hem spies5 and cost them their hves: and there 
fell that d9:Y, at the differen1.as~~s. onihe banks .ofthe river J5)r-

::ie~:flr:t;:~e;;o ~::i5i:~i~h : Pr;::nd 5~~:a8 to:~~,OE~~'i!2i sitr~;: 
be55n adopted as a proper pass-word, to be given before entering 
any well regulated and governed lOdge of ,Fellow Craft 'Masons. 
Smce this is the case, you will pass on to the ~;h~eiot Waid,SD in 
the we8tl!Jr fUIther ex.umination~ 5 A.s i,hey approach the Senior 
W Erdon in the weBt, the SenzOl" Deacon Bay< b the candidate, 
'B~othor, thn next thing we come t05 is the inner door of the mid
dle chamber of king SOlomon's temple, which we find pady open, 

~!,r:;~~e ll~~::~' t{~t!Ye~~,e~e~:::51W:h~,e~;;,~':5~e~~~~~, Sc~ 
Senioe Deacun uns,eern, 'A Fdlow Craft Mason.' Senior War
den to Senior De?,con,. 'How do you exp~ct ~o. g~in admission1' 
JJ.na. 'By the gnp and word. The Senwr ffanien to the Sen-

:r l~:~o~~~!ill you tbT'::e t;;:fis I~:Ii5~"5 ~ft:t~:::; 
'm3 gh'en, the Seni~r.W~rden says, 'They are right; you can 
pass on to the W orshlptul Master ill the east.' As they approach 
the Master, he inquireB, ';Vh" eOfll%',S herd wh" comes bere?' 
Selum' Deac,}n ~nswer£f, '1\ Fellow Cre.ft !!asnn' The Master 
TheIL soys to the eandidete, 'Brother, you have been admitted in
to t.lte middle chamber of Icing Solomon's temple, for the sake of 
the letter G. It denotes Deity; before whom we all 52ught to 

~~:;,~i;:~~~~~~;::~B\~~e:: t~:l~r;~:~~iu,;~ ~~~~ ~:;::;ll ,,~:: 
prhicipally fHmded. By geometry, we may curiously trace na
ture through her various windings to her most concealed recess
es: by it, we may discover the P"Wil" the wisdom, and the goo4.1-

~he:l~~;~~;;i~~~,,~;'f::':;'no!lt~~i:n~!~8~li~~tn:i;C~yl:~:hW~l~!~ 
disl50V,,:t how the planets move in their different ol:bits, and de
monstrate their various revo~utions: by It, w~ ~ccounf: for ttHl 72.e
tum 01 8. season, and the vanety scenestih15111 ei",ch SCll.son d,s
plays to the eye. Numberless world~ li.lITnund n2i; 
~l formed by th55 same Divine Architect, which roll through this 
va.'!t exp,anse, and all conducted by the same unerring law of na-

~;ort!,~:n;~!st t:~~~~:i;::a!~~u O~~k~;tifr;~Sd~!i~~rl~::':;: 
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study symmetry and order. The architect bepa to design; 8Ild 
the plans which he la.id down, being improved by experience and 
time, hav" produced works which are the admiration of f'.very ap. 
The lapse of time, the ruthless haRd of ignorance, and the devas
tations of war, have laid waste and destroyed many valuable mon
uments of antiquity, on which the utmost exertions of human gen
iua have been employed. Even the temple of Solomon, so spa
cious and magnificent, and construc&ed by so many celebrated 
artistsl escaptld not the unspariDg raTBgOs of barbarous force. 
The aUeam,1l ear received the sound from the iutmctitlll limp; 
and the mysteries of Free MW!onry are safely lodged in tAo re
.pository ofJaitliful brlllJBl.t. Tool8 and implements of architec
ture; and symbolic emblems., most 6XpteSSive, are selected by 
the ti:atemity, to imprint on the mind wise and serioos truths; aud 
thus, tIlrough a succession of ages, are transmitted, llnim.,.ured, 
the most excellent t~ts of our iustitution.' Here ends the work 
part ef the Fellow Craft's degree. It will be observed that. the 
caD~ has received, in this place, the second section of the 
lecture on this degree. This ceurse is not generally pursued, 
but it • lI1uch the most instructiTe method; and when it is omit
ted, I generally conclude that it is for waDt of a knowlec1ge of the 
lecture. Moaitorial write.-s, (w~ are by no means coeval with 
Masonry,) all write, or copy, very much after eaeb other; and 
they have all inserted, in dieir books, all those clauses of the 
several lectures which are not considered by the wise ODes as 
tending to develope the secrets of Masonry. In some instances, 
they change the phraseology a little; in others, they are li&eml 
extracts from_ the lectures. This, it is said, is done to facilitate 
the progress of learners, or young Masons; when, in fact, it bas 
the contrary effect. All lecture teachers,. (and there are many 
travelling about the country, with recommendatiOBB from some 
of their distinguished brethren;) when they come tfJ any of those 
clauses, will say to their pupils, 'I have not committed that; it is 
in the Monitor; you can leam it at your leisure.' This course of 
procedure subjects the learner to the necessity of makiDg his own 
questions, and, of course, answering monitorially, whether the 
extracts from the lectures are literal or not. Again, there is not 
a p6'lfect ymeness in all the Monitors, or they could not all get 
copy rights; hence the great diversity in the lectures as well as 
the work. The following charge is, or ought to be, delivered to 
the candidate after he has got througb the ceremonies; but he is 
generally told, 'It is in the Monitor, and you can leam it at your 
leisure.' 'Brothcc, being advanced to the second degree.ofMa
"onr.v, we congratulate you on your preferment. The interaal, 
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and DOt the external, qualifieations of a man, are what Muoory 
regards. As you inere~ in knowledge, you will improve in so
cial intereourse. It is unnece888ry to recapitulate the duties 
which, 88 a .ason, you are bound to discharge; or enlarge on 
the necessity of a striet adherence to them, as your own experi
ence must have established their value. Our laws and regula
tions you are strenuously to support; ad be always ready to u
sist in seeing them duly executed. You are not to palliate or 
aggravate the offences of your brethren; but in the decision of 
every trespass agaiDst our rules, you are to judge with candor, 
admonish with friendship, and reprehend with justice. The stu. 
dy of the liberal arts, that valuable braacb of education, wbich 
tends 80 effeetually to polish and adom the mind, ill earnestly 
recommended to your consideration; especially, the science of 
geometry, which is eatablished as the basis of our art. Geome
try, or Masonry, originally synonymous terms, being of a divine 
moral nature, is enriehed with the most useful knowledge; while
it proves the wonderful properties of nature, it demonstrates the 
more important truths of morality. Your put behaviour and 
regular deportment, have merited the honor whieh we hate now 
conferred; and, in your new eharacter, it is expected that you 
will conform to the prineiples of the order, by steadily persever
ing in the practice of every commendable. virtue. Sucll is the 
nature of your engagements as a Fellow Craft, and to these du
ties you are bound by the most sacred ties.' 

I will now proceed with the lecture on this degree; it is divid
ed into two sections. 

SECTION FIRST. 

Q. Are you a Fellow Craft Mason! 
A. I am-try IDe. 
Q. By what will you be tried! A. By the Square. 
Q. Why by the Square! 
A.. Because it is an emblem of virtue. 
Q. What is a Square? . 
A. An angle extending to ninety degrees, or the fourth part of 

a. eircle. 
Q. Where were you prepared to be made a Fellow Craft Mason? 
A. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully con-

1 

stituted lodge of such, duly assembled in a room, or place, repre- . . I 
seDting the middle chamber of king Solomon's temple. . 

Q. 1Iow were you prepared! 
A.. By being divested of all metals: neither naked nor clothed· 

barefooted nor shod; hood-winked; with a eable-~ow twice round 
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~~:~:C!~£3£3£3 7:;£3 ~=tioo I Wttlf~~::'U£3[Od to 

Q. What did those two distinct knocks allude tol 
,d., Th// i/~ooond dogree Masuury; it boing on whid/ I 

Wl};i/ £3bout entet~ 
Q. What was said to 
h~ Wh, {:omes 

Yo::r ::::8W::£3£ 

from withint .' 
com::::: there. 

A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiatecl as an 
Entered Apprentk" Mas/;r:; served a prob,r timr: such; and 
n::l}; wish::i ior fUl};b::,r ligbt i:: M'::,~,my, E:e~ the 
degree of a 'Fellow Craft. 

Q. What was then said to you from within? 
h~ I ask"d it of own win l};Ld ac;;r,:rd I 

made this request; if I was duly and truly prepared; worthy and 
well qualified; and had made suitable proficiency in the preced

degree:: all ... which E:oiog l};:L:rwere:z the I 
ask::d, what further right:r expected to obtain 80 great 

a benefit. 
Yom anewo,'? 
By benodL ofa ,"~'~o-"n', 
What is that pass-word? A. Shibboleth. 

fb::k ~~~<~r;:~7 ;i:::!OW:::~::~~~I':~::U~r the eo::twa~ 
made acquainted with my request, and his answer returned. 

Q, Aft::::r his an44::er w"", what fd:llow:::dl' 
d, I wr:, caus::h to entc, the 
Q. How did you enter? 
A. On the angle of the equar:: dresent£3d to eakeh 

brnr:nt, in namo /,f the hz:rd. 
Q. How were you then disposed on 
A. I was conducted twice regularly round the lodge and halt-

the %r:miord::.cden the whee::: the qu:::etions 
were asked and answers returned, as at the door. 

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose ofyout 
h, He r,rdered to eondu:::t:::h to Se::i.m Ward:::g w 

::::est, l};here samc questions were asked and answers reo 
turned, as before. 

::~~r:::ed %re~~o:r ~:~~:~t;~Pt'::::' ~O;:~hi.pfu1Master 
in the east, where the same questions were asked and answelt' 

~::::::~' ::;, ;:!ik::wise d:::mand:::h of mg from ::::h:::Qc" 

Q. Your answer? 
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A. From the west, and travelling to the east. . 
Q. Why do you leave the west, and travel to the east! 
A. In search of more light. 
Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you? 
A. He ordered me to be conducted b:1ck ·to the west, fronl 

whence I came, and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taught 
me how to approach the east, by advancing upon two upright 
regular steps to the second step, my feet forming the right angle 
of an oblong square, and my body erect at the altar before the 
~v orshipful Master. . 

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you? 
A. He made a Fellow Craft Mason of mc; . 
Q. How? A. In due form. 
Q. What was that due form? 
A. My right knee bare bent; my left knee forming a square; 

my right hand on the Holy Bible, Square, and (,ompass; my left 
arm forming an angle, supported 'by the square, and my hand in 
a vertical position: in which posture I took upon me the solemn 
oath, or obligation, of a :Fellow Craft Mason. [See page 44 for 
obligation. ] 

Q. After your oath, or obligation, what was said to you? 
A.. I was asked what I most desired. 
Q. Your answer? A. More light. 
Q. On being brought to light, what did you discdver dift'erent 

"rom before? 
A. One point of the compass elevated above the square, which 

denoted light in this degree;. but as one point was yet in obscuri
ty, it was to re~d me that I was yet one material point in the 
dark, respecting Masonry. 

Q. What did you next discover? 
A .. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east, un

Iler the sign and due-guard of a Fellow Craft Muon, who pre
sented me with his right band in token· of brotherly love aDd COD

fidence; and proceeded to give me the pass-grip and word of 8 

[<'ellow Craft Mason, and bid me rise and salute t1ae Junior and 
Senior Wardens, and convince them that I had been regularly 
passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft, and had the siga, grip, BAd 
WON, of a Fellow Craft Mason. . 

Q. What next did you discover? 
A. The Worshipful Master approaching me a second time from 

the east, who presented me a Jamb-IlkiD, or white aprcm; which; 
he said, he hoped I would contiBue to wear with honor te mJI!!Clf 
and satisfaction and advantage to my brethren. 

Q. What was you next presented with! . ..' 
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.\. The working tools ofa Fellow Craft Mason. 
Q. What are they? 
A. The Plumb, 'Square, and Level. 

55 

Q. What do they teach? [I think this question ought to be, 
'How explained?'] 

A. The plumb is an instrument made use of by operative Ma
sons to raise perpendiculars; the square, to square the work; and 
the level, to lay horizontals: but we, as Free and Accepted Ma
sons, are taught to make use of them for more noble and gloriou.", 
purposes. The plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly, in ow' 
several statiOIl8, before God and man; squaring our actions by 
the square of virtue; and remembering that we are all travelling, 
upon the level of time, to that undiscovered eountry, from whos(' 
houme no traveller returns. . 

Q. What was you next presented with? 
A. Three precious jewels. 
Q. Wbat were they? 
A. Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
Q. What do they teach1 

- . 

A. Faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all man
kind. 

Q. How was you then disposed oN 
A. 1 was conducted out of the lodge, and in\'ested of what I 

had been divested. 

SECTION SECOND. 

Q. Have you ever worked as a -Fellow Craft Mason? 
A. 1 have, in speculative; but our forefathers wrought both ill 

speculative and operative Masonry. 
Q. Where did they world 
A. At the building of king Solomon's temple, and many other 

masonic edifices. 
Q. How long did they work? A. Six days. 
Q. Did they not work on the seventh? 
A. They did not. 
Q. Why so? A. Because, in sixdays God created the heav-. 

ens and the earth, and rested on the seventh day; the seventh day, 
therefore, our ancient brethren consecrated as a day of rest from 
their labors; thereby enjoying more frequent epportunities to con
template the glorious works of creation, and adore their great 
Creator. 

Q. Did you ever return to the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of 
holies, ofkiog SoI.mon's temple? 

A. I did. 
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Q. By what way? 
A. Through a long porch, or alley. 
Q. Did any thing particular strike your attention on your re~ 

turnl . 
A. There did; viz:-two large columns, or pillars, one on the 

left hand, and the other on the right. . 
Q. What was the name of the one on the left hanel? 
A. Bou, to denote strength. . 
Q. What was the name of the one on the right band? 
A. JaclU_, denoting establishment. 
Q. What do they collectively allude t01 
A. A passage in scripture, wherein God has declared in his 

word, 'In strength shall this house be established.' 
Q. What were their dimensionsl 
A. Eighteen cubits in height, twelve in circumference, and 

four in diameter. 
Q. Were they adorned with any thing1 
A. They were; with two large chapiters, one on each. 
Q. Were they ornamented with any thing? 
A. They were; with wreaths of net work, lily work, and pome-

granates. 
Q. What do they denote1 
A. Unity, Peace, and Plenty. 
Q. Why s01 A. Net work, from its connexion, denotes un

ion; lily work, from its whiteness and purity, denotes peace; and 
pomegranates, from the exuberance of its seed, denotes plenty. 

Q. Were those columns adorned with any thing farther! 
A. They were; viz:-two large globes, or balls, one OD each. 
Q. Did they contain any thing1 
A. They did; viz:-alI the maps and charts of the celestial 

and terrestrial bodies. 
Q. Why are they said to be so extensive! • 
A. To denote the universality of Masonry, and that a Mason's 

charity ought to be equally extensive. 
Q. What was their composition? 
A. Molten, or cast bl'll88. 
Q. Who east them? 
A. Our Grand Master, Hiram AbUt 
Q. Where were they east1 . 
A. On the banks of the river Jordan, in the clay ground between 

Sueeoth and Zaradatha, where king Solomon ordered these, ana 
-all other holy vessels to be east. . 

Q. Were they east IIOlid or heOowl A. lIoBeY. 
Q. What was tb.eir tbicJmeal 

Digitized by Coogle 



LIGHT Olr • .lIONav. '~7 

A. Four inebes, or a band's breadth. 
Q. Why were they cut hollow! 
A. The better to witlmand inundations k CODfIapdions; were 

the archives of Masomy, and contained -the constitution, roDs, 
and recorda. 

Q. What did you next come tot 
A. A long, winding stair case, widl three, fiye, aevea steps, or 

more. 
Q. What do the three &tepa aDude to1 
A. The three principal supports in M88ODrf; viz:--wiadoOJ. 

strength, and beauty. . . 
Q. WlIat do the iYe 8tepII allude tot 
A. The five orders in architeeture, and the five human senses. 
Q. What are the five orders in architecture! 
A. The Tu8cao, Doric, IODie, Coriathian, aacl Composite. 
Q. What are the ave human Bensesl 
A. Hearing, seeing, feeliag, soleUiag, and tasting; the first 

three of which bave ever been deemed highly essential among 
Masons; hearing, to hear the wo~ seeing, to see the sign, and 
feeling, to feel the grip, whereby one Muon may know another 
in the dark as weD as in the IighL 

Q. What do the seven steps allude tot 
A. The seven sabbatical years; seven years of famine; seven 

years in building. the t$DpIe; seven' golden candlesticks; seven 
wonders of the world; seven planets; but more especially, th& 
seven liberal arts and sciences; which are, grammar, rhetoric, 
logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy. For these, 
and many other reasoDlil, the number seven has ever been held in 
high estimation among Masons. 

Q. Whatdid you next come tol 
A. The outer door of the middle chamber of king Solomon',.: 

t~ple, which I found partly open, but closely tyled by the Jun
iorWarden. 

Q. How did you gain admissionl 
A. By a pass, IUld token of a pass. 
Q. What was the name of the passt A. Shibbolctlt. 
Q. What does it denotel A. Plenty. 
Q. Why sol . 
A. From an ear of com being placed at the water-ford. 
Q. Why was this pass institutedl 
A. In consequence of a quanoel wlUch had long existed be· 

tween Jepbthab, Judge of Israel, and the Ephraimite&; the latter . 
of whom had long been a stubbom,rebeUious people, whom Jeph· 
thah had endeavored to subdue by lenient m~ures, but to pr 

Digitized by Coogle 
.. _ ......... 



58 LIGHT ON IlAsoNar. 

effect. The Epbraimite8; being bigbly iaceued against Jeph
thah for not being caned to fight 8Dd share ill. the rich spoils of-the 
,Ammonitisb war, 8IJ8eIIlbW a JD.iPty U'IIlf ..... puaed over·Jbe 
river Jordan to give Jepbthah battle; but he, being appriIed ef 
their approach, called together the men of Israel, and ,ave thea 
battle, and put them to flight; BOd, io make his vietory more c0m
plete, he OJdered gtards to . he plaeed at the di8"ereot .,..,. on 
the banks of the river Jordan, and commanded, if the Ephraim. 
ites passed that way, that theyabcMtld proneuee the wON 8AilJ6o.. 
let1&; but they, being of a dii"ereo'tribe, ptODOlIDCle8 it 8ib6oltlh; 
which trifling defect proved them spies, and cOlt &bem their Ii .. : 
and there fell that day, at the differeni passel on tile bub or. 
river Jordan, forty and two thouIand. This word was also Qed 
by our ancient brethrea to distinguish a friend fNUl a. foe, aad 
has since been adopted u a proper pua-word, to be liven be· 
fore entering any well regulated and governed loqa of }I'elifJw 
Craft MUOBS. 

Q. What did you next diacover1 '. 
A. The inner door of the middle elumaber of king Solornoo's 

t.cmple, .which I found partly open, but closely tyIed by the Sen
ior Warden. . _ 

Q. How did you. gain admi8Iionl 
A. By the grip and word. 
Q. How did the Seuior Wardea dispoae ofyou1 
A. He ordered me to be COD4oeted to the Wo_pful Master 

in the east, who informed me that I bad beeD admitted into the 
middle chamber of king Solomon's temple for the sake of the let-, 
tcr G. 

Q. Does it denote any thingl 
A. It does; DBITy:-before whom· we should all hew with rev

erence, worship, aad adomtioL It also deBotes geometry,. the 
fifth science; it being that on WbiCR tbisdegree was principall} 
founded. 

Thus ends the second degree.of Masonry. 

THE TmRD, OR MASTER MASON'S DEGREE. 

The traditional account of the death, .. vera! burials, and.re
surrection of Hiram Abiff, the widow's son, (as hereafternan"at
cd,) admitted u facts, this degree is certsinly very iDterestiog. 
'.fhe Bible informs us, that there WfUJ a perspn of that name em
ployed at the building of kiag Solomon's temple; but neither the 
Bible, t8e writiuga of Josephus, aor any other writings, however 
ancient, of which I have any Imowledge, furnish any information. 
respecting his tleath. It is very singular, timt a man, so celebrat .. 
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cd as Hiram Abi1fwas, an arbiter between Solomon, king on.
rael, and Hiram, king of Tyre, universally acknowledged as the 
.third most distinguished man then living, and, in many respects, 
the greatest man in the world, should pass oft'the stage of action, 
in the presence o(king Solomon, three thousand three hundred 
grand overseers, and one hundred and fifty thousand workmen, 
with whom he bad spent a number of years; and neither king So
lomon, his bosom friend, nor any other llIDong bis numerous 
mends, even recorded bis death or any thing about him. 
. A person, who has received the two preceding degrees, and 

wishes to b~ raised to the sublime degree of a M8st~r Mason, is 
(the lodge being opened as·in the preceding degrees,) conducted 
from the preparation room to the door, (the mariner of preparing 
him is particularly explained in the lecture,) where he gives three 
distinct knocks, when the Senior Warden rises and says, 'Wor
sbipful, while we are peaceably at work on the third degree of 
Masonry, under the influence of humanity, brotherly love, and 
affection, the door of our lodge appears to be alarmed.' The 
Masteito the Junior Deacon, 'Brother Junior, inquire the caus(' 
oftbat alarm.' The Junior Deacon then steps to the door and 
answers the three knocks that have been given, by three more~ 
(the Jmocks are much louder than those given on any occasion, 
other than that of the admission of candidates in the several de
grees:) one knock is then given without, and answered by one 
from within, when the door is partly opened, and the Junior Dea
con asks, 'Who comes therel who comes therel who comes 
therel' The Senior Deacon answers, 'A worthy brother who bas 
been regularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice ~lason, passed 
to the degree of a Fellow Craft, and now wishes for further light 
in Masonry, by being raised to the sublime degree.of a Master 
Mason! Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, "ls it ofhls own tree 
will and accord he makes this requestl' Jlft,. 'It is.' Junior 
Deacon to Senior Deacon, 'I. he worthy and well qualified!' 
.I1ftll. 'He is.' Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, 'Has he made 
suitable profieieney in the preceding degrees1' Jlm. 'He has.' 

, Junior Deacon to 8enior Deacon, 'By what further right does he 
expect to obtain this henefit1' . .11m. 'By the benefit of a pass
word.' Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, 'Hu he a ptJIIM»ord?' 
.11M. 'Ile has not, .but I have got it for him.' The Junior Dea
con to Senior Deacon, 'WiD you give it to met' The Senior 
Deacon then whispers in the ear of the Junior Deacon, 'TubGl 
0_ ' Junior Deacon says~ 'the pass is right. Since this is.the 
case, you will wait tin the Worshipful Master be made aequamt -
ed with his request, and his answer returned.' The Junier Dea-
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COO then repairs to the MaatwJ aDd gives three knocks, as at the 
door; after answering which, the same qU6lltiou are asked and 
answers returned, as,at the door; wben the Maaner says, 'Since 
he ~OInes endued w:.th all d1ese necessary qualiieations, let biBi 
enter this worshipful lodge in the name of the Lord, and take 
heed on what he enters.' The Junior Deacoa returns to the 
door and says, 'Let him enter this worshipful lodge in the name 
of the Lord, BDd take heed 00 what he enters.' In entering, both 
points of the compass are pressed against his naked right and left 
breasts, when the.Junior Deacon litops the candidate, and says, 
'Brother, when you first entered this lodge, yQU was received on 
the point o( the c9mpass prellSing your naked left breast, which 
was then explained to you; when you entered it the second time, 
you was received on the qle of the square, whicli was also ex
plained to You; on entering it now, YOIl are received on the .two 
extreme points of the compass pressing your naked right and 
left breasts, which are thus explained: 'As the most viqal parts of 
man are contained between the, two breasts, so are the most Yal
uable tenets of Masonry contained between the· two extreme 
points of the compass, which are, virtue, morality, BDd brotherly 
love.' The Senior Deacon then conducts the candidate three 
times regularly round the lodge. (I wish the reader to observe, 
that 00, this, as well as every other degree, the Junior Warden is 
the first of the three priDcipai officers that ,the candidate passes, 
travelling with the sun, when be starts round the lodge; BDd as 
be passes the Junior Warden, Senior Warden, and ,Master, the 
first time going round they each give one rap; the eeeond time, 
two raps; and the third time, three. raps. The number of raps 
given, on those occasioRs, are the same as the number of the de
gree, except the first degree, On which three are given, I always 

. thought improperly.) During the time the candi~te is traveUing 
round the room; the )Iasterreads the following passage of scrip
ture, the conduetor and candidate travelling, and the Master 
readiQg, 80 that the travelling BDd reading termioa~ .at the same 
time: 'Remember now thy ~or in the days of tay youth, while 
the evil days come oot,nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt 
say, 1 have 00 pleasure in them; while the SUD, or the moon, or 
the stars be not darkeaed, nor the clouds return after the rain; in 
the clay when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the 
strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because 

. they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened, 
and the doors shall be shut io the streets; when the sound of the 
grioding is 10", and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and 
all the daughters of music shall be brought low. Also, wbeD.tbeY, 
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sIaaD be afraid of that which is high, and tears shaD be in the way. 
and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper sball be a 
burthen, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners go about the streets: Or ever the silver 
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be 
broken at the fountain, or the wheel at the cie~rn. Then shaD 
the dust return to the earth, as it was; and the spirit return unto 
God who gave it.' The conductor and candidate bait at the Jun
i.r Warden in the south, where the same questiollll are asked and 
answers returned, as at the door; he is then conducted to the 
Senior Warden in the west, where the same questiona are asked 
and auswen returned, as before; from thence b..e is conducted to 
the Worshipful Master in the east, who asks the same questions 
and receives the 88IDe answers, as before; and wIlo likewise asks 
the candidate. from whence he CaDle, and whither he is travellingf 
Il. 'From the west; and travelling to the east.' Q. 'Why do you 
leave the west, and travel 'to the eastt' .8.. 'In search of more 
Ught.' The Master then says to the Senior Deacon, 'You will 
please conduct the candidate back to t4e west, from whence be 
came, and put him in care of the Senior Warden, and requelt 
him to teach the candidate how to approach the east, by advanc
ing llpon three upright regular steps to the third step, his feet 
fonning a square, his body erect at the altar before the W orship
ful Master, and place him in a proper position to take upon hint 
the soiellHl oath, or obligation, of a Master Mason.' The Mas
ter then comes to the candidate and says, 'Brother, you .are now 
placed in a proper pOllition, (the lecture explains it,) to take upon 
you the solemn oath, or obligation, of a Master Mason; which I 
assure you, as before, is neither to affect your relition nor poli- . 
tics. If you are willing to take it, repeat your name, and say af-
ter me:- . 

'I, A. B, of my own free will and accord, in' presence of Al
mighty God, and this W ol'llhipful Lodge of .Master Masons, erect
ed to God, and dedicated to the holy order ofSt John, do hereby 
and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, ill. 
addition to my former obli",aations, that I will not give the degree 
of a Master Mason to anyone of an inferior degree, nor to any 
other ~ in the known world, except it be to a true and Iawfut 
brother; or bl'Sliliren, Master Mason, or within the body of a just 
and lawfully constituted lodge of such; and not unto him, nor 00-
to them, whom I shall hear so to be, but ooto him and them oru, 
whom I shall find so to be after strict trial and due examination, M 

lawful information received.-Furthermore, do I promise aB4 
$Wear that I will not give the Master's word, which I shall here-

F . 
Digitized by Coogle 



62 L1GHT ON JliASONtly. 

after receive, neither in the lodge, nor out of it, except it be 011 
the five points of fellowship, and then not above my breath. 
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not give the 
grand bailing sign of distress, except I am in real distress, or for 
the benefit of the craft when at work; and should I ever see that 
sign given, or the word accompanying it, and the pel'llOll who 
gave it appearing to be in distress, I will fly to his relief at the 
risk of my life, should there be il greater probability of saftlg his 
life than of losing my own. Furthermore, do I promise IUId 
swear that I will not wrong this lodge, nor a brother of this degree, 
to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be 
done by others, if.in my power to prevent it. Furthermore, do I 
promise and swear that I will not be at thfI initiating, passing, IIIMl 
raising a candidate at one communication, without a replar dis
pensation from the grand lodge for the same. I<'urthermore, do I 
promise and swear that I will not be at the initiating, passing, or 
raising, a candidate in a clandestine lodge, I knowing it to be 
such. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that I will not be at 
the initiating of an old man in dotage, a young man in nOIl-age, 
an Atheist, irreligious libertine, idiot, madman. herrnapltr01lite, 
nor woman. 'If Furthermore, do I promise.and swear that I will 
not speak evil of a brother Master ~Iason, neither behind his back, 
nor before his face, but will apprize him of all approaclaing dan
ger if in my power. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that 
I will not violate the chastity of a Master Mason's wife, mother, 
sister, or daughter, I knowing them to be such, Dor su&er it to be 
done by others, if in my power to prevent it. t "Furthermore, do 
I promise and swear that I will support the constitution of the 
grand lodge of the state 0(.--, under which this lodge is held. 
and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this or 
any other lodge of which I may at any time hereafter become 
a member. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that I will 
obeyal! regular signs, summons, or tokens, giVeB, handed, sent, 

*Masonry professes to briugmen toheave~f.and yetitdenieB ita blessiDga 
to a large majprity of tho human family. All the 1_ part of creation, to
gether with tbe old; young and poor, are exempted. How unlike the glori

. ous gospel of the Son of God! In thia there ia no reetriction of pereoDS; the 
high and low, rich and poor, bond and free, male and remale, are all ODe in 
CliriBt Je8US. • 

tl ask the candid reader if tllia is morality or benevolence? If a Mason 
was sworn not to violate the chastity of any woman, it would have more the 
appearance of virtuous principle. But would a MaBOn'. oath restraia a man, 
Who wollld be guilty of BUch crimes? If IJI8lIOJlJ'Y ineulcated the mae prinei
pIIHI of morality the fruit would be manifest, I bave been acquaintect with 
many Muons, but never knew ORe made better by masonry; but on the COD
~1. numbers, who, through its demoralising influence have been rendered" 
\VOI'Olles& . . 
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or thrown, to me from the hand of a brother Master Mason; or 
from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such, 
provided it be within the length of my cable-tow. Furthermore, 
do I promise and swear that a Master Mason's secrets, given to 
me in eharge as such, and I knowing them· to be such, shall re
main as secure and inviolable in my breallt 88 in his own, when 
communicated to me, murder and treason excepted; and they left 
to my own election. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that 
I will go on a Master Mason's errand, whenever required, even 
should I have to go barefoot, and bareheaded, if within the length of 
my cable-tow." Furthermore, do I promise and swear that I wiD 
alway's remember a brother Master Mason, when on my knees, 
offering up my devotionS to Almighty God. Furthermore, do I 
promise and swear that I will be aiding and a.'1si.l.ting all poor, in
digent Master Masons, daeir wives and orphans, wheresoever 
disposed round the globe, as far 88 in my power, without injuring 
myself or family materiaDy. Furthermore, do I promise and 
swear thU if any part.of this my solemn oath or oblIgation be 
omitted at this time, that I will hold myself amenable thereto, 
wbenev.er informed. To all which I do most solemnly and sin
cerely promise and swear \ with a fixed and steady purpose of mind 
in me, to keep and perform the same, binding my~elf under no leS8 
penalty, than to have my body severed in two in the midst, and di
vided to the north and south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the centr& 
and the asbes scattered before the four winds of heaven, that there 
might Dot ttie least track or trace of remembrance remain among 
men OJ! Masons of so vile· and perjured a wretch as I should be, 
were I ever to prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of this 
my solemn oath or obligation of a Master Mason. So help me 
God, and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same. ' 

The Master then asks the candidate. 'What do you most de
sirel' The candidate answers after his prompter, 'more light.' 
The bandage wbK:h was tied round bis head in the preparation 

, room, is, by one of the brethren who stands behind him for that 
purpose, loosened and put over both eyes, and he is immediately 
brought to light in the same JnaDDer 8il in the preceding degree, 
except three staRlps on the floor, and three claps of the hands are 
given in this degree.-On being brought to light, the Master says 
to the candidate, 'You first discover, as before, three great lights 
in ~1880nry, by. the assistance of three lesser, with this difference, , 

*Literally a rope several yard/l in length, but mystically three miles: 80 
that a Master Mason must go on a brother Master Mason's errand ,..heJI.ev
cr required, the distance of three miles; should he have to go bar-:foot and 
bareheaded. In the degreetl of knighthood tho distance i. forty JIIIles. 
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both points of the compass are elevated above the square, which 
denotes to you that you are about to receive all the light that caa 
be conferred on you in a ~laster's~' The Master steps back 
from the candidate aDd says, 'Brq,dler, you now discover me as 
Master of this lodge, approaching you from the east, under tbe 
sign and due-guard of a Master Mason.' The sign is given by 
raising both hands and arms to the elbows perpendicu1arly, oae on 
either side of the head, the elbowe forming a square. The words 
accompanying this sign in case of distress, are, '0 Lord my God. • 
is there no help for the widow's son.' As the last words drop &om 
your lips you let your hands fall in that lIl&PDer, best calculated to 
indicate solemnity. King Solomon is said to have made this ex
clamation on the receipt of the information of the death of Hiram 
Abiff. Masons are all charged never to give the tIIoru except in 
the dark when the sign cannot be seen. Here Masons differ very 
much; some contend that Solomon gave this sign, aDd made this 
exclamation, when informed of Hiram's death, aDd work accord
ingly in their lodges. Others say the sigq was given; aDd the ex
clamation made at the grave when Solomon went there to raise 
Hiram, and of course they work accordingly; that is to say, the 
Master, who governs a lodge, holding the laUer opinion, gives the 
sign, &c. at the grave, 'when he .goes to raise the body, and vice 
versa. The due:-guard is given by putting the right band to the 
left side of the bowels, the hlmd open, with the thumh next to the 
belly, and drawing it across the belly, aDd let it faD; this is done 
tolerably quick. After the Master bas given the siga and due
guard, which does not take more than a minute, he says, 'brother~ 
I now present you with my right hand in token of bretberly love 
and affection, and with it the pass grip ~d word.' The pass-grip 
is given by pressing the thumb between the joints of the second 
and third fingers, wbere they join the hand, and the word or name 
is Tubal Cain. It is the pass word to the Master's degree. The 
Master after giving the candidate the pass-grip and word, bids him 
rise and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and convince them 
that he is an obligated Master Mason, and is in possession of the 
pass-grip and word. While the Wardens are examining the can
didate, the Master returns to the east and gets an apron, and as he 
returns to the candidate, one of the Wardens, [sometimes both,] 

. says to the Master, 'Worshipful, we are satisfied that br. ---
is an obligated M8$ter Mason.' '1'he Master then says to the 
candidate, 'Bl'Qther, I now have the honor to present you with a 
lamb-skin, or white apron, as before, which, I hope, you will con-. 
tinue to wear with credit to yourself, and satisfaction and advan-. 
tage to the brethren; you will please carry it to the Senior War, 
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an in the west, who will teach you how to wear it as a M88tet 
.Mason.' 

The· Senior Warden ties on, his apron, and lets the flap fall down 
before in its natural and common situation. 

The Master returns to his seat, and the candidate is conducted 
to bim. Master to candidate, 'Brother, I perceive you are dress
ed, it is, of course, necessary you should have tools to work with; 
I will now present you with the working tools of a Master Mason, 
and explain their uses to you. . The working tools of a Master . 
Alason are all the implements of Masonry indiscriminately, but 
more especially the trowel. The trowel is an instrument made 
use of by operative Masons to spread the cement which unites a 
building. into one commOD mass; but we, as Free and Accepted 
1\'lasons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glo
riQus purpose' of spreading the cement of brotherly love and affec. 
tion; that cement which unites us into one sacred band or society 
of friends and brothers,. amoDg wh~m no contention should ever 
exist, but that noble .contention, or rather emulation, of who can 
best work, or best agree. I Q.iso present you with three precious 
jewels; their names are Humanity, :Friendship, and Brotherly 
Love. Brother. you are not yet invested with all the secrets of 
this degree, nor do I Imowwhether you ever will, until I know 
how you withstand the amazing trials and dangers that await 10u.' 

'You 111'6 now about to travel to give us a specimen of your 
fortitude, perseverance, and fidelity, in the preElervation of what 
you have already received-Fare you well and may the IJON be 
with you, and support you through your trials and. diJlicultieS~ ,;.... 
[In some lodges they make him pray before he starts.] The' 
candidate is then conducted out of the lodge, clothed, and re
turns; as he enters the door, his con~uctor S&ys to him, 'Brother, 
we are now in a place representing the Banctum Btmctorum, or ho
ly of /WlieB, of king Solomon's temple. It was the custom of our 
Grand Master, Hiram .\biff, every ctay at high twp-Ive, when the 
crafts were from labour to refresilmellt, to enter into the IUInctum 
8lJ11CtOrutll, and offer up his devotioDII to the ever living God'-T 
Let.us, in imitati~n of him, kneel and pray.' They then kneel 
and the conductor says the following prayer. 'Thou, 0 God, 
koowest our down sitting and up rising, and understaodest' our 
thoughts afar off; shield and defend us from thl'l e~ intentions of 
our enemies, and support us under the trials and ·a1Hictions we 
are destined to endure, while travelling through this vale of tearE'. 
Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. 
He cometh forth as a flower, and is cut down; he Beeth also as _" 
3badow, .and continueth ~ot. Seeing his. days are .determiI).'" 
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the number of his months are With thee, thou bast appainteci his" 
bounds that he cannot pass; turn from him that he may Jest, ~ 
lie shaD accomplish his day. For t,llere is hope of a tree if it be 
cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender braach 
thereofwiU not cease. But man dieth·and wastedl away; yea, 
man tiveth up the ghost, and where is hel As die waters fail 
from the sea, and flood decayeth and dneth up, so man lieth 
down, and riseth not up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, 
o LordI have compassion on the children of thy creation; ad
minister unto them comfort in time of trouble, and !&fe them 
with an everluting salvation. Amen-so mOte it be.' They 
then rise and the conductor says to the candidate, ':Qrother, in 
further imitation of our Grand Master, Hiram Abitf, let us retire at 
the south gate.' They then advance to the Junior Warden 
(who represent Jubela, one of tbe.ruflians,) who exclaims, 'Who 
comes berel' [The room is dJll'k, or the candidate hood-winked.] 
The conductor answers, 'Our GraM Master, Hiram Abift'.' 'Om 
Grand Master, Hiram Abift1' exclaim the ruffian, 'he is the very 
man 1 wanted to see; (seizing the candidate by the throat at the 
same time, and jerking him about with violence;) give me the 
Master Mason's word, or I'll take your life.' The conductor re
plies, 'I cannot give it now, but if you will wait till the gnmd 
lodge assembles at Jerusalem, if you are worthy, you shaD then 
receive it, otherwise you cannot.' The ruffian then giYe8 the 
candidate a blow with the twenty-tour inch guage act'O. the 
throat, on which he fled to the west gate, where he was accosted 
by the second ruffian, Jubelo, with more violence, and on his refu
sal to comply with his request, he gave him a 'severe blow with 
the square across his breast; on whicll he attempted to make bi& 
escape at the east gate, where he was accosted by the tbird ruf
fian, Jubelum, with still more violence, and refusing to comply with 
his request, the ruffian gave him 8. violent blow 1Viththe common 
gavel on the forehead, which brought him to the floor, on which 
one of them exclaimed, 'What sball we do, we have killed our 
Grand Master, Hiram AbitFl' Another answers, 'Let us carry 
bim out at the east gate, and bury him in the rubbish till .low 
twelve, and then meet and carry him a westerly course anti bury 
hun.' The candidate is then taken up in a blanket, 08 wbieh he 
fell, and carried to the west end of the Lodge, and covered up 
and left; by this time the Master has resumed JUs; seat, (kiDg 
Solomon is supposed to arrive at the temple at this juncture,) and 
calls to order, and asks the Senior Warden the cause of aU dIat 
confusion; the SeDior Warden answers, 'Our Grand Master, Bi
ram Abitr, is missiDg, and there are nO plans or de •. laid doft 
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on the tIessIe-board for the crafts to pursue their labor.' The 
Master, alias king Solomon, replies, 'OurGrand Master missing! 
our Grand Master has always been yety punctual in his atten
dance; I fear he is indisposed; assemble the crafts, and search 
in and about the temple, and see if he can be found.' They all 
shufBe about the floor a· while, when the Master calls .them to or
der, and asks the Senior Warden, 'What sueeen.· He 8DSwers, 
'We CBDDOt find our Grand Master, my Lord.' The Master then 
ordfl.rB the Secretary to call the ron of workmen, and see whether 
any of them are missing. The Secretary calls the ron, and says. 
'I have called the roll, my Lord, and find that there aretbree mis
sing, viz: Jtlbllla, Jubelo and Jubelum.' His Lordship then 
observes, 'This brirtgs to my mind a circumstance that took place 
tbis morning-twelve Fellow-Crafts, clothed in white gloves and 
apl'OltS, in token of their innocence, came to me, aad confessed 
that they twelve, with three others,' had conspired to extort the 
M~r Mason's word from their Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and 
in caSe of refuSlil to take his lifu.-they twelve had recanted, but 
feared the other "6 had been base enough to carry their atro
cious designs into execution. Solomon then ordered twelve Fel
low-Crafts to be drawn from the bands of the workmen, clothed 
in white gloves and &proDS, in token of their innocence, and sent 
three east, three west, three north, and three south, in search of 
the ruffians, and if found, to briDg them forward. Here the mem
bers all shuffle about the floor a while, and fall in with a reputed 
travell~, and inquire of him if he had seen any travelling men 
thrt 'Way; be tells them that he bad seen three that moming near 
the coast of Joppa, who from their dress and appearance were 
Jews, and were workmen from the temple, inquiring for a passage 
to Ethiopia, but were unable to obtain one, in consequence of an 
embargo which bad recently been laid on all the shipping, and bad 
tamed back into the country. 

The Muter now calls them to order again, and asbr the Sen
ior Warden, 'What SUCC8S8.' He answers by relating what had 
taken place--Solomon observes, 'I had this embargo laid to pre
vent the ruftians from making their escape;' and adds, 'you will 
go and search again, and search till you find them, if possible; and 
if they are not found, the twelve, who confessed, shall be consid
e~ as the reputed murderers, and' suffer accordingly.' The 
members all start again, and shufBe about a while, until one of 
them, as if by accident, finds the body of Hiram Abiff, alias the 
candidate, and hails his travelling companions who join him, and 
while they are hummiDgout something over the candidate, the 
three reputed ruffians, who are seated in a priVILte .eomer near the 
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candidate, are heard to exclaim in the fonowing IIWII*'-first, 
JtwelG, '0, that my throat had been cut across, my tougue tom 
out, and my body buried in the rough sands of the sea at low 
water-mark:z where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four 
'hours, ere 1 had been aecessary .to ,the death of so good a man as 
our Grand Master, Hiram A biff. ' , 

The second, Jubelo, '0 that my Jeft breast had been tom open, 
and my heart and vitals taken from thence, and thrown over my 
left shoulder. carried into the vaDey of Jehoshaphat, and there to 
become a prey 'to the wild beasts of the field, and vultures of the 
air. ere I had conspired the death of so good a man as our Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff.' ' 

The third, Jube/um, '0 that my body had been severed m two 
in the midst, and divided to the north and south, my bowels bumt 
to ashes in the ctlntre, and the ashes scattered by the four winds 
of heaven, that there might not the least track or traee'ofre~
brance remain among men, or Masons, of so vile and perjured a 
wretch as I am-Ah, Jubela and Jubelo, it was' 1 that Iltruck him 
harder than you both-it was I that gave • the fatal blow-it 
was 1 that killed him outright.' The three Fellow-Crafts who 
had stood by the candidate all this time listening to the ruffians, 
whose voices they recognized, says one to the other, 'l\ hat shall 
we do, there are three of thelll, and only three of us1' 'It is,' said 
one, in reply, 'our cause is good, let us seize them;' on which 
they rush forward, and carry them to the Master, to whom they 
relate what had passed; the Master then addresses them in the 
tollowing manner: (They in many lodges kneel, or lie down in 
token of their guilt and penitence.) 'Well, Jubela, wbat have 
you got to say lor yourself-guiIty or not 'guilty l' .a.m. 'Guilty, 
my Lord.' ·Jubelo, guilty or not guilty l' .a.m. 'Guilty, my 
Lord.' 'Jubelum, guilty or not guilty!' .iJm. 'Guilty, my Lord.' 
The Master of the three Fellow-t;rafts, who took them, 'Take 
them wi_t the west gate of the Temple, and have them execu
ted according to the several imprecations of their own mouths.' 
They are then hurried off to the west end of the room. Here 
this Part of the farce ends. The Muttlr then orders fifteen I"el
low-Crafts to be elected from the bands of the workmen, and 
sent three east, three west, three north, three south; and three in 
and about the temple in search of their Grand Master, Hiram 
Abiff, [In some lodges they pnIy send twelve, when their own 
lectures say fifteen were sent,] and charges them if they find 
the body to examine carefully on and about it for the Master's 
word or a key to it. The three that travelled a westerly course, 
come to the candidate and finger about him a little an~ are called 
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to order by the Master, when they report that they bave found. 
the grav~f their Grand Master, Hiram AbitF, and on moving the 
earth till they came to the body, they involuntarily found their 
hands raised in this position, [showing it at the same time; it is 
the due-guard of this degree;] to guard their nostrjIs against the 
otreuive eftluvia which arose from the grave, and that they bad 
searched carefully on and about the body for the Master's word, 
but had Bot disCovered any thing but a faint resemblance of tM 
letter G on the left breast. The Master on the receipt of this 
information, (raising himself,) raises his hands three s~eral 
times above his head (as herein before described) and exclaims 
twice, 'Nothing but faint resemblance of the letter G! that is not 
the Master's word, nor a key to it. 1 fear the Master's word is ' 
forever lost! (The thirdexchunation is ditrerent from the 'other&
attend to it, it has been described in page 64.) 'Nothing but a faint 
resemblance of the letter G! that is not the Master's word nor a 
key to it. '0 Lord my God. is there no help for the widow's 
son!' The Master then orders the Junior Warden to summon a 
lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons, and repair to the grave to 
raise the body of their Grand Master; by the Entered Apprenti
ce's grip.' They go to the candidate and take hold of his fore 
finger and pull it, retum and tell the .Master that they could not· 
raise him by the Ente~ Apprentice's grip; that the skin cleaved 
from the bone. A lodge of Fellow-Crafts .are. then 86Ilt, who act 
as before, except they pull the candidate's second finger. 1'he 
Master then directs the Senior Warden [generally] to summon a 
lodge of.~Iaster Masons, awl says, 'I will go with them myself in 
person, and try to raise the body by the ~laster's grip, or liOlfs 
paw.' [Some say by the strong grip, or the lion's paw.] They 
then all assemble round the candidate, the Master having declar
ed the first word spoken after the body was raised, should be 
adopted as a substitute for the Master's word, for the government 
of J'\faster Mason's lodges in all future generations; he proceeds 
to raise the candidate, alias, the represeutative of the dead body 
of Hiram Abift He [the candidate] is raised on what is called 
the five points of fellowship, which are foot to· foot, knee to knee~ 
breast to breast, hand to back, and mouth to ear. This is done 
by putting the inside of your right foot to the inside of the right 
foot of the person to whom you are going to give the word, the 
inside of your knee to his, laying your right breast against his, 
your left hands on the back of eacn other, and your mouths to. 
each other's right ear, [in which position you are alone permitt.ed 
to give the word,]. and whisper the word oMak-luI1-bQftS. The 
M,ster's grip is given br taking hQld of each etller's right band) 
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as though you were going to shake hands, and sticking the nai1s 
of each of your fingers into the joint of the other's wriStwhere it 
unites with the band. In this position the candidate is raised, he 
keeping his wbole body stiff, as though dead. The Master in 
raising him is assisted by s.orne of the brethren, who take hold of 
the candidate by the arms and shoulders; 88 soon as he is raised 
to his feet they step back, and the Master whispers the WOld 
MtJh.-htlh-bone in his ear, and causes the candidate to repeat it, 
telling hiJD at the same time that be must never give it in any 
manner other than that which be receives iL-He is also told that 
MtJh.-htlh.-bom, signifies marrow in the hone. They then upar
ate, "nd the Master makes the (onowing explanation, respecting 
the five aoints of fellowship. Master to candidate, 'Brother, foot 
to foot, teachel! you that you sbould, whenever 1I8ked, go on a 
brother's' errand if within the length of your cable-tow, even if 
you !lbould have to go barefoot and bareheaded. Knee to knee, 
that you sbouid always remember a Master Mason in your devo

.tic:m of Almigbty God. Breast to breast, that you should keep 
the Master Mason's secrets, when given to you in charge 88 

such, as secure and inviolable in your breast, as they were in his 
OWn, before communicated to you. Hand to back, that you 
'should support a Master Mason behind his back, as well as be
fore his face. Mouth to ear, that you should 8upport his good. 
name, as weD behind hie back u before his face.' 

After the candidate is through with what is called the wode 
. part, the Master addresses him in the fonowing manner: 'Broth. 

er you may suppose from the manner you have been dealt with 
to Jlight, tI1at we have been fooling with you, or that we have 
treated you different from others, but I assure you that is not the 
case. You have, this night, represented one of the greatest men 
that ever lived, in the tragical catastrophe of his death, burial, and 
resurrection; I mean Hiram Abiff, the widow's 80n, who was slain 
by three ruffians, . at the building of king Solomon's temple, and 
who, in his inflexibility, integrity, and fortitude, never was sur
passed by man. The history of that momentous event is thus 
related. Masonic tradition inform us, that at tbe building of 
king Solomon's temple, fifteen fenow~crafts discovering tbat the 
temple was almost finisbed, and not having the Master Mason's 
word, became very impatient, and entered into a borrid conspira
cy to extort the Master Mason's word from their Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiff, the first time they met him alone, or take bis life, 
tbat they might pass as Masters in other countries, and receive 
wages as sucb; but before they could accomplish their designs, 
t~lve of them recanted, but the other three were base enough t~ 
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etm',Y their atrocious designs into execution. Their names were 
J.bcla, lubelo, and Jubelum.' . 

'It was the custom of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, every 
day at high twelve, 1fhen the crafts were from labour to refresh
ment, to enter into the Sue",m Sar&ctorum, and offer his devo
tions to the ever living God, and draw out his plans and designs 
on the tressle-board for the crafts to pursue their labor. On a 
eertain day, [not named in anr of our traditional acCOUllts,] Ju
'ida, Jubelo, and Jubelum, placed themselves at the south, west, 
and east gate!! of the temple, and Hiram having finished his devo
tions and labor, attempted (as was his usual custom,) to retire at 
the south gate, where he was met by Jt&bela, who demanded of 
him'the Master }lason's word, (some say the secrets of a Mas-

. ter Mason,) and on his- refusal to give it, Jubew gave h!m a vio
lent blow with a twenty-four inch guage across the throat; on 
which Hiram tied to the' west gate, where he was accosted in the 
same manner by J"belo, but with more violence. Hiram told 
him that he could not give the word then, because Solomon, king 
of Israel, Hiram, king of Tyre, and himself, had entered into a 
solemn league, that the word never should be given, unless they 
three were present; but jf he would have patience, till the grand 
lodge assembled at Jerusalem, if he was then found worthy he 
should then receive it, otherwise he could not; Jube/o replied in 
a very peremptory manner: 'If you do not give me the Master's 
word, I'll take your life;' and on Hh'am's refusing to give it, Ju- ". 
bekJ gave him a severe blow with the square across the left breast; " 
on .which he tied to the east gate where he was accQ8ted by Jube
lu"., in the same manner, but with still more violence. Here Hi
ram reasoned as before; Jubelum told him that he had heard his 
cavelling with Jubela and Jubelo long enough, and that the Mas
ter's word bad been promised to him ttolp time. to tUne Jor a long 
time; that he was still put off, and that the temple w .. almost fin
ished, and he was determined to have the word or l!tke his life; 
'I want it 'so that I may be:able to get wages 88 a Master Ma
son, in any country to which I may go for employ, after the tem
ple is finished, and that 1 may be able to support my wife and 
children.' Hiram persisting in his refusal; he gave Hiram a vi0-
lent blow with the gavel, on the forehead, which feDed him to .the 
floor and killed him-they took the body and carried it out of the 
west gate, and buried it in the rubbish, till low twelve at nightt 
(which istwfJlve o'clock,) when they three met agreeable ~ ap
pointment, -and carried the body a westerly course, and buried it 
at the brow of a hill, in a grave, dug due east and west six feet • 
perpendicular, and made their escape. King Solomon coming 
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Up to the temple at low six in the morning, (~ wa;" his usual 
custom,) found the crafts all in confusion; and on inquiring the 
cause, was infonned that;their Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, was 
missing, . and there was no plans and designs laid down on the 
tressleboard, for the crafts to pursue their labor. Solomon or~ 
dered sea,rch to be made in and about the temple for him; no dis
-covery being made, be them ordered the. secretary to call the roll 
of workmen to see if any were missing; it appearing that dlere 
were three, viz: Jubelo, Jubelo, and Jubelum: Solomon obse"ed, 
'This brings to my mind a circumstance that took place this mom
fng. Twelve FellQw-Crafts came to me dressed in white gl~es 
and aprons, in token of their innocence, and confessed· that they 
twelve with three others, bad conspired to extort the Master Ma
son's wo~ from their Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and in ease of 
his refusal, to take his life; they hvelve had recanted, but feared 
tbe other three bad been base enougb to carry their atrocious de. 
signs into execution.' Solomon immediately ordered twelve 
Fellow-Crafts to be selected from the bands of the workmen, 
clothed in white gloves and aprons in token of their innocence, 
and sent three east, three west, three north, and three south, in 
search of the ruffians, and if found, to bring them up before him. 
The three that travelled a westerly course, coming near the coast 
of Joppa, fell in with a way-tiuing man wbo infonned them that 
he had seen three men pass that way that morning, wbo, from 
their appearance and dress, were workmen from the temple, in
quiring for a passage to Ethiopia, but were unable to obtain one 
in consequence of an embargo which bad recently been laid on all 
the shipping, and had turned back into the country. After Dlak
ing further and more diligent search, and making no further dis
covery, they returned to the temple and reporte~ to Solomon the 
result of their pl1l'luit aQd inquiries. On which Solomon directed 
them to go again and search until they found their Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiff, if possible, and if he was not found, the twelve who 
bad confessed, should be considered as the murderers; and suffer 
accordingly. . 

They returned again in pursuit of the ruffians, and one of the 
three that travelled a westerly course, being more weary tbRn the 
the rest, sat down at the brow of a hill to rest and refresh himself; 
and in attempting to rise, caught bold of a sprig of cassia, which 
easily gave, and excited his curiosity, and made him suspicious of 
a deception; on which he hailed his companions, who immediate
ly assembled, and on examination, found that the earth bad been 
recently moved; and on moving the rubbish, discovered the ap
pe~ce of the grave; and while they were confabulating about 

~'. 
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'What measute8 to take, they heard voices issuing from a cavern 
in the clefts of the rocks, on which, they immediately repaired t8 
the place, where they heard the voice of Jubel4 exclaim, 'Of that 
my throat had been cut across, my tongue torn out, and my body 
buried in the rough sands of the sea, at low water mark, where 
the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours, ere I had been 
accessary to the death o( so good a man as our Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiffi'-on which, they distinctly heard the voice of Jube-
10 exclaim, 'Of that my left breast bad been torn open, and my 
heart and vitals taken from thence and thrown over my left shoul
Iblr; carried into the valley of Jehoshaphat, there to become a 
prey to the wild beasts of the field and vultures of the air, ere I 
bad conspired to take the life of so good a man as our Grand Mu
ter, Hiram Abiffi'-when they more distinctly heard the voice of 
Melu", exclaim, '01 that my body had been severed in two in 
the midst, and divided to the north and the south, my bowels 
burnt to ashes in the centre, and the aBhes seattered by the four 
winds of heaven, that there mi@ht not remain the least trace of re
membrance among men, or MasoBS, of so vile and perjured a 
Wretch as I am, who wilfully took the life of so good a man as our 
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff. .!h! Jubela and Ju6elo, it was I 
that struck him harder than you l}oth! it was I that gave him the 
fatal blow! it was I that killed him outriaht I'-on which, , they 
rushed forward, seized, bound, and carried diem before king S0lo
mon, who, after hearing the testimony of the three Fellow Crafts, 
and the three ruffians having plead guilty, ordered them to be tak
en out at the west gate of the temple, and executed agreeably to 
the several imprecations of their own mouths. King Solomon 
then ordered fifteen Fellow Crafts to be selected from the bands 
of the workmen, clothed with white gloves and aprons, in token, 
of their innocence, and sent three east, tbree west, three north, , 
three south, and three in and about the temple, in search of the ' 
body of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff; and the three that tra.v
ailed a westerly course found it under a sprig of cassia, where a 
worthy brother sat down to rest and refresh himself; and on re-: 
moVing th~ earth till .they came to. the coffin, they involuntarilf 
found their hands rallied, as herem before de~ribed, to guard, 
their nostrils against the offensive efBuvia that rose from the 
grave. It is also said, that the body had lain there fourteen days.: 

\
' some say, fifteen. ' 

The body was raised in the manner Iaerein before detlCribM, 

~ 
tarried up to the temple, and buried as es.plained ill the ~ 

. clauses of the lecture. Not Ge third put ortbe precediDs biB-' 
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tory of this degree itt ever givell to 3. candidate. A few general,. 
desultory, unconnected remarks are made to rum, and he is gen
erally referred to the manner of raising, and to the lecture, for in
formation as to the particulars. Here follows a charge which 
ought to be, and sometimes is, delivered to Ule candidate after 
hearing the history of the degree • 

.Iht addreu to be delivered to the candAdtJte after the ~ hu 
bee. gifJet1. . 

'Brother, your zeal for the institution of :Masonry, the progress 
tou have made in the mystery, and your conformity to our regu
lations, have pointed you out as a proper object of our favor and 
esteem. . 

'You are bound, by duty, bonor, and gratitude. tQ be faithful to 
your trust; to support the dignity of your character on every oc
casion; and to enforce, by precept and example, obedience to the 
1eDets of the order. 

'In the character of a Master :Mason, yeti are authorized to 
correct the erron and irregularities of your uninformed brethren, 
and to guard them asaiost a breaeb of fidelity. 

'To preserve the reputation oli the fraternity unsullied, must be 
your constant care; aad, for this purpose, it is your province to 
JeCOmmend to your inferiors, obedience and submission; to your 
equals, courtesy and affability; to your superiors, kindness and 
condescension. Univers81 benevolence yoo are always to incul
cate; and, by the regularity of your own behaviour, afford the 
best example for the conduct of others less informed. The an
cient IandmaIts of the order, entrusted to your care, you are 
carefully to preserve; and never suffer them to be infringed, or 
countenance a deviati08 from the established l1lI8ges and customs 
of the fratemity. 

:. 'Your virtue, honor, and reputation are concerned in support
ing, with d"JgDity, the character you now bear. ~ no motive, 
the.refore, make you swerve from yoUr duty, violate your vow, or 
betiily your trust; but be true and faithful, and imitate the exam~ 

. pie of that celebrated w:tist whom you this evening reprellSDt; thus 
y~. will.rendat: yourself deserving the hoaor which we have eon
rurred, and merit the confidence that we have repose~' 

Heie foDows ~ Jeo&ul'e on thiI degree, _h is f1ivided into 
_IIICtiOQS. . . .' . 

. . • .t.--"'';'" 
~-.-.--. 
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SECTION Ji'IRS1'. 
Q. Are you a Master MasonT 
A. I am;-try me, prove me; disprove me if you can. 
Q.Where were you prepared to be made a Master Mason? 

'75 

, A. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfuJly consti
tuted lodge of such, duly assembled in a room, representing the 

~ 8anctum 8anctonJm, or holy of holiu, of king Solomon's temple. 
Q. How were you prepared! 
A. By being divested of all metals; neither naked nor clothed; 

barefooted nor shod; with a cable-tow three times about my na
ked body; in which posture I was conducted to the door of the 
lodge, where I gave three distinct knocks. 

Q. What did .those three distinct knocks allude to! 
A. To. the third degree of Masonry; it being that on which I 

'was about to enter. . 
Q. What WIllJ said to you from within! 
A. Who comes there, who comes there, who comes there. 
Q. Vour answer? • 
A. A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiated as an 

Entered Apprentice Mason, passed to the degree of Fellow Craft, 
and now wishes for further light in Masonry, by being raised to 
the sublime degree of a Master Mason. 

Q. What further was said to youtlom within? 
. - A. I was asked if it was of my own free wiD and accord I 
made this request; if I was duly and truly prepared; worthy and 
weD qualified; and had Inade suitable proficiency in the preced
ing degrees: all of which being answered in the affirmative, I was 
asked, by what further rights I expected to obtain that benefit. 

Q. Your answerT 
A. By the benefit of a pass-word . 
. Q. What was that pass-word? A. Tubal Cain. 
Q. What next was said to youT 

. A. I was bid to wait till the Worshipful l\-Iaster in the east was 
made acquainted with my request, and his answer returned. . 

Q. After his answer was returned, what followed1 
A. I was caused to enter the lodge on the two extreme pointS 

Gf.the compass, pressing my naked right and left breasts, in the 
name of the Lord. 

Q. How were you then disposed oft . 
A. I was conducted three times regularly round the lodge, and 

I]alted at the Junior Warden in the south, where the same ques
.tions were asked and answers returned, as at the door. 

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you1 . 
A. He ordered me to be' conducted to the Senior WardeD m 
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the west, where the SBDle questioDB were asked and answers re
turned, as before. 

Q. How did the Semor Warden dispose of yout 
A. He ordered me to be conducted to the W orshiptW Master 

in the, east, where the same questions were asked and anSWers re
turned, as before; who likewise demanded of me from whence J 
came, and whither I was, travelling. 

Q. Your answer1 
A. ,From the welt, and travelling to the east. 
Q. Why do you leave the west, and travel to the east! 
A. In search of light. 
Q. 'How did the Worshipful Master dispose ofyou1 
A. He o.rdered me to be' conducted back to the west. fron. 

whence I came, and PVt in care of the Senior Warden, who taught 
me how to approach the east, by advaneing upon three upright ' 
regular sq,ps w the third step, my feet forming a square, and my 
body erect at the altar before the Worshipful Master. 

Q. What did the Worshipful Master., with yout 
A. He lIlade an obligated Master Mason of me. 
Q. How! A. In due form. 
Q. What was that due form! 
A. Both my knees bare bent, they forming a square; both 

hands on the Holy Bible, square, and compass; in which postur& 
I took upon me tbe solemn oath, or obliption, of a Master Ma-
son. 

Q. After your obligation, what was said to yout 
A. What do you most desire. 
Q. Your answer1 
A. More light. [The bandage round the head, is now drop-

ped over the eyes. ] , ' 
Q. Did you receive light1 A. I did. 
Q. _ On being brought to light, on this degree, what did you fitst 

discover1 
A. Three great lights in Masolll'y", by the assistance of three 

less, and both points of the compass elevated above the square; 
which denoted to me that I had received, or was about to receive, _ 
all the light that could be conferred on me in a Master's lodge •• 

Q. What did you next discover1 
A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east, un: 

der the sign -and due-guard of a Master Mason, who presented 
me with his right hand in token of brotherly love and confidence, 
and proceeded tO,give me the pass-grip and word of a Mastet: . 
Mason, [the word is the name of the 'pass-grip;] and bid me rise ' 
and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and convince them -
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that I was an obligated Master Mason, and bad the sign, ~ 
grip, and word. (Tubal CIIin.) 

. Q. What did you next discovert 
A. The Worshipful Master approaching me, a second time, 

from the .east, who presented me with a lamb-skin, or white apron; 
wbich, be said, he hoped I would continue to weal' with honor to 
myself, and satisfaction and advantage to the brethren. 

Q. What were you next presented withl 
A. The working tools of a Master Mason. 
Q. What are theyl· , 
A. All the implements of Masonry indiscriminately, but more 

especially the troweI.. 
Q. How explained? 
A. Th80trowel is an instrument made use of by operative Ma

sons to spread the cement which unites a building- into one com
mon mass; but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, 'are taught t. 
make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of spread
ing the cement of brotherly love and aft'ectiOD; that cement, 
which unites us into one sacred band,. or society, of brothers, 
among whom no contention should ever' exist, but that noble emu
lation of who can best work, or best agree. 

Q. What were you next presented with! 
A. Three precious jewels. 
Q. What are theyl . 
A. Humanity, Friendship, and Brotherly Love. 
Q. How were you then disposed ofT 
A. I was conducted out of the lodge, and invested ofwbat I 

had been divested, and returned again in due season. 

SECTIQN SECOND. 
Q. Did you ever return' ~~. 8G11Ctum 8ancton&m, or holy .of ::, 

...jwliu, of,king Solomon's templel . :; 
. A. I did. 

Q. Was there any thing. particular took place oO'your return! . 
A. There was; viz:-I was accosted by three ruffians, who de

manded of me the Master Mason's word. 
Q .. Did you ever give it to theml 

'A. I did n,ot, but bid them wait, with time and patience, till.tJie- ". 
grand lOdge assembled at Jerusalem; and then, if they were found 

. worthy, they should receive it; otherwise, they could not. 

. " Q. In what manner was you accosted? 
A. In attempting to retire at the Bouth gate, I was accosted. 

by one of them, who demanded of me the Master Mason's word, 
~ on my refusing to comply with his request, be gave me a bIo" 

G2 
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with the twenty-four inch gauge, across my breast; on which I 
1Ied to the west gate, where I was accosted by the second with 
more violence; and, on my refusing to comply with his request, 
be gave me a severe blow, with the square; across my breast; on 
which I attempted to make my escape at the east gate, where I 
was accosted by the third with still more violence, and, on iny 
refusing to comply' witla his request, he gave me a violent blow,. 
with the common 'gavel, on the forehead, and brought me to the 
flooi'. ' 

Q. Whom did you represent at tha:t timet 
A. Our Grand lUaster, Hiram Abiff, who was slain at the 

building of king Solomon's temple. 
Q. Was r..is death premeditated? 
A. It Was;--by fifteen Fellow Crafts, who cOnspi.re4 to extort 

from him the Master 1\Jason'8 word; twelve of whom recanted;. 
but the other three were base enough to carry tb.eir atrocious de
signs into execution. 

Q. Wbat did they do with the bodyt ' 
A. They carried it out at.the west gate of the temple, and bu

ried it till low twelve at night, when they ,tbT~e met agreeably 19 
appointment, and carried it a westerly course from the temple~ 
and buried it under the brow of a bill, is a grave six feet due east 
aud west, six reet perpendiculd.r, and made their escape. 

Q. What time was be slainl 
A. \t high twelve at noon, when the,crafts were from labor t. 

~efreshment. ' 
(l. How came he to be alone at that timet 
A. Because it was the usual custom of our Grand Master, 

Hiram Abiff, every day, at high twelve, 'when the crafts were 
qrom labor to refreshment, to enter into the aanctum aooctoncm, 
or holy of holiu, and (lfi'er up hUJ adorations to the ever living 
God, and draw out his plans and designs on his tressle-board for 
the crafui to pursue their labor. ' 

Q. At what time was he missiagt , 
A. A,t low six in the morning, when king Solomon came up .t. 

'the temple, as usual, to view the work, and found the crafts all 
in confusion; and, on inquiring the cause, he was informed that 
their Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, was missing, aud no plans or 
llesigns were laid down on the tressle-bo8.rd for the crafts to pur
S1l8 :their labor. 

Q. What observations did king Solomon make at that timet ' 
A. He observed that our G.'aIld Master, Hiram Abiff, had al

wliYs been very punctUal in attending, and feared that he was in-
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disposed, and ordered search to be made in and a.bcJrH the tem-
ple, to see if he could be found. . 

Q. Search being made, and he not found, what further remarb 
did'king Solomon make? 

A.. He observed he feared some fatal accident had befallen our 
Grind Master, Hiram Abiff-that morning twelve FeRow Craftsf 

clothed in white gloves and aprons ill ~ken of their innocence. 
had confessed that they twelve, with three others, had conspired 
to extort the Mllijter Mason's word from their Grand Master, Hi
~ Abiff, or take his life; that they twelve bad recanted, but fear
ed the other three had been base enough to carry their atrocious 
designs into execution. 

Q.What followed? 
A. King Solomon ordered the roll of workmen to be called, to 

see if there were any missing. 
Q. The roll ~eing called. were there any missing1 
A. There were three; viz:-Jub~la, Jubelo, and Ju6elum. 
Q. Were the ruffians ever foundl 
A. The), were. 

. Q. How? A. By ~e wisdom of king Solomon, who ordered 
twelve Fellow Crafts to be selected from the bands of the work
men, clothed in wbite gloves and aprons, in token of their inno
cence, and sent three east, three west, three north, and three 
south, in search of the ruffians, and if found, to bring them for
ward. 

'Q. What success? . 
. A. The three that travelled a westerly course from the tem

pIe-, coming near the coast of Joppa, were informed, by a way
faring man, that three men had been seen ~at way that morning, 
who, from their appearance and dress, we~ workmen froni the 
temple, inquiring for a passage to t. thiopia; but were unable to 
obtain one, in consequence of an embargo which had re~ently 
been laid on all the shipping, and had turned back into the 
counuy. . 

Q. What followed'! • 
. A. King Solomon ordered them to go and search again, and 

search till they were found, if possible; and if they were not foimd, 
"that the twelve, who had confessed, should ~ considered as the 
.reputed murderers, and suffer accordingly.' . , 

Q. What success? • 
A. One of the three tha.t travelled a westerly course from the 

temple, being more weary than the rest, sat down ander the broW" 
of a hill, to rest and refresh himself; and, in attempting to rille, 
caught hold of a sprig of cassia, which easily gave way, and e'" 
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cited his curiosity, and made bim suspicious 0( a deception, on 
which he hailed his companions, who immediately assembled;
and, on examination, found that the earth bad recently been m9v
ed, and, on moving the rubbish, discovered the appearance of a
grave; and while they were confabulating about what measures 
to take, they heard voices issuing from a cavem in the clefts' of 
the rocks, on which they immediately ~paired to the place, where 
they heard the voice of Jubela exclaim, 'O! that my throat had' 
been cut across, my tongue tom out, and my body buried in the 
rough sands of the sea, at low water-mark, where the tide ebbs 
and 80ws twice in twenty-four hours, ere I had been &CCessary to 
the death oho good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff':' 
-on which they distinctly heard the voice of Jubelo exclaim, 'O! 
that my left breast had been tom open, and my heart and vitals 
taken from thence, and thrown over my left. shoulder, carried to 
the valley of Jeboshaphat, there to become a prey to the wild 
beasts of the field, and vultures of the air, ere I bad conspired to 
take the life of so good a man as, our Grand Master, Hiram 
Abift":'-when they more distinctly heard the voice of Jubelu?a 
exclaim, 'O! that my body bad been seve. in two in -the midst, 
and divided to the north and the south, my-bowels bumt to ashes 
in the centre, and the ashes seattered by the four winds of heav
en, that there might not remain the least track or trace of remem
brance among men or MasODll, of fiO vile and perjured a wretch 
311 I am, who wilfully took the life of so good a man as our Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff. Ah! Jubela and Jubelo, it was I that struck 
him harder than you both! it was I that gave him the fatal blow ! 
it was I that killed him outright!' -on which they rushed forward, 
seized, bound, and carried them up before king Solomon. 

Q. What did king Solomon do with thew 
A. He ordered them to be executed agreeablf to the several 

imprecations of their own mouths. ' 
Q. Was the body of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, ever .o1Bld? 
A. It was. ' , 
Q. Howl A. By the wisdom of king Solomon, who ordered 

fifteen (in some lodges they say twelve) Fellow Crafts to be se
lected from the bands of.e workmen, and sent three east, three 
west, three north, three sooth, and three in and about the temple, 
ia search of the body. 
~ Q. Where was it foundl 

A. UDder that sprig of cassia where a worthy brother sat doWn 
to rest and refresh ,himself. 

Q. Was there any thing particular took place on the discovery 
of the body? 
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A. There was; viz:-on removing the ~ til they came to 
the coffin, they involuntarily found their hands raised in this posi
tion, to guard their nostrils against the offensive efftun. that rose 
froin the grave. 

Q. How long bad the body lain theret 
A. Fourteen days. 
Q. What did they do with the bodyt 
A. Raised it in a masonic form, and quft841 it up to the tear-

ple for more decent interment. . 
Q. Where was it buriedl 
A. Under the sanctum 8IJftCionJIJI, or holy of holiu, oCking So

lomon's temple, over which they erected a marble monument with 
this inscription delineated thereon:-A virgin weeping over a 
broken column, with a book open before her; in her right hand a 
sprig of C88SU!.; in her left, an urn:-Time standing behind her, 
with his hands infolded in the ringlets of her hair. 

Q. What do they denote? 
A. The- weeping virgin denotes the unfinished state of the tem

ple; the broken column, that one of the principal s.upporters of 
Masonry had fallen; the book 9pen before her, that his memory 
was on perpetual reco" the sprig of cassia, the timely diacove
'Y of his grav~; the urn iB her left hand, that his ashes were safe. 
Iy deposited under the ,atlCf"", sanctorum; ore:.:I of holi,., of 
king Solomon's temple; and Time, standing b . her with his 
hands infolded in the ringlets of her hair, that time, patience, 8,Dd 
perseverance 'will !lccomplish all things. : . 

SEC'nON TffiRD. 

Q. What does a Master's lodge'~epresentt 
A. The 8aftet"", 8IJftCtorum, or holy of holiis, of kiD§ Solo-

lOon's temple. . 
Q. How long was the templebuildingt 
.1. Seven years; during which, it rained not in the day time, 

that the workmen might not be obstructed in their labor. ." 
Q. What supported the templet . 
A. Fourteen hundred and fifty-three columns, and two thou

sand, nine hundred and six pilasters; all heWD ftom the ,finest 
Parian marble. 

Q. What further supported it? 
A. Three grand columns, or pillars. 
Q. What were they called? i . 

A. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. ',. 
Q. What did they represent1 ',' 
A. The pillar of wisdom represente4 SolomoD, W. of Israel. 

.'. 
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whose wisdom contrived the mighty fabric; the pillar of Btre~ 
Hiram, king of Tyre, who strengthened. Solomon in his glorious 
undertaking; the pillar of beauty, Hiram Abiff, the widow's son, 
whose cunning craft and curious workmanship beautified and. 
adorned the temple. . 

Q. How. many were there employed in the building of "king 
Solomon's temple? . 

A. Three Grand Masters; three thousand, three hundred Mas. . 
ters, or overseers of the work; eighty thousand Fellow Crafts; 
and seventy tbo~d Entered Apprentices: all those were class· 
ed aDd arrangedin such a manner, by the wisdom of Solomon, 
that neither envy, discord, nor confusion were sutrered to inter
rupt that universal peace and tranquillity that pervaded the work. 
at that important period. . 

Q •. How many constitutes an Entered Apprentice's 10dgtT. 
A. Seven; one Master and six Entered Apprentices. 
Q. Where did they usually meet? 
.A. On the ground floor of king Solomon's temple. 
Q. How many constitutes a Fellow Craft's lodgel 
A. Five; two Masters and three Fellow Crafts. . 
Q •. Where did they usually meet!· . 
A. In the middle. chamber of Icing Solomon's temple. 
Q. How many constitutes a Mas~r's lodge! 
A. Three Master Masons. 
Q. Where did they usually meet! . 
·A. In the·lIJIICtum 8aftctorum, or holy of holiu, of king Solo-

JIlon's temple. . 
Q. Have you any emblems on this degree! . 
A. We have several, which are divided into two classes. . 
Q. What are the first class! . . 
A. The pot of incense; the bee-hive; the book of constitutions, 

guarded by the Tyler's sword; the sword, pointing to a naked 
heart; the all-seeing eye; the anchor and ark; the forty.seventh 
problem of Euclid; the hour-glass; the scythe; and the three 
steps usually delineated on the Master's carpet, which are . thus 
explained:-The pot of imenae is an emblem of a pure heart, 
which is always an acceptable sacrifice to the Deity; and as this 
glows with fervent heat,. so should our hearts continually glow 
with gratitude to the great and beneficent Author of our existence, 
for the manifold blessings and comforts we enjoy. The bee·ki"e· 
is an emblem of industry, and recommends the practice of that 
virtue to all created beings, from tbe I¥ghest semph in heaven to 
the lowest reptile of the dust. It teaches us, that, as we.,came 
into the world rational and intelligent beings, so we should efer. 
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be indUStriflUS ones; never sitting down conteated, while our fel. 
low creatures around us are in want, when it is in our power to 
relieve ~m, without inconvenience to ourselves. When we take 
a survey of nature, we behold man, in his iniimcy, more helpless' 
and indigent than the brute creation; he lies IaDguishiug for daYIl, 
weeks, months,!Uld years, totally incapable of providing suste
nance for himself; of 'gUarding against the attacks of the field, or 
sheltering himself from the inclemencies of the weather. It might 
bave pleased the great Ureator of heaven and earth, to have made 
man independent of all other beings; but, as dependence is one of 
the strongest bonds of society, mankind were made dependent on 
each other for protection and security, as they thereby enjoy bet
ter opportunities of fulfilling the duties of reciprocal love and 
friendship. Thus was man formed for social and active life, the 
noblejt part of the work 0" God; and he,. who will so demean 
~self as not to be endeavoring to add to the common stock of 
koowleiJge and understanding, may be deemed a drooe in the 
hive of nature, a useless member of society, and unworthy of our 
protection as Masons. The book of constituti0n8, guarded by 
the Tyle,-'s 8Word, reminds u." that we should be ever watchful and 
guarded, in our thoughts, words, and actions, particularly when 
before the enemies of Masonry; ever bearing in remembrance 

. those truly masonic virtues, 8ileace and ,circum8pution. The 
sword, pointing to a naked heart, demonstrates that justice will 
sooner or later overtake us; and, although our thoughts, words, 
and actions may be hidden from the eyes of men; yet, that all. 
ueing eye, ~hom the ~n, mao_, and stars ,obey~ ~d under whol\6 
watchful Care even comets perform their stupendous revolutions, 
pervades the inmost recesseS of the human heart, and will reward 
us according to our merits. The anchor and ark, are emblems 
of a well grounded hope and well spent life. They are emblem.. 
atical of that divine ark which safely wafts us over this tempestu
ous sea or troubles, and that anchor which shall safely moor us in . 
Ii peaceful harbor, where the wicked cease from troubling, and 
the weary shall find rest. The jortY·'ll'rmth probkm of Euclid: 
-this was an invention of our ancient friend and brother, the 
~eat Pythagoras, who, in his travels through Asia, Africa, and 
Europe, was initiated into several orders of PJiesthood, and rais • 
ed to the sublime degree of a 1"laster Mason. . ,; 

'This wise philosopher enriched his mind abundantly in a gene- , 
tal knowledge of things, and more especially in geometry, 'or Ma.
sonry; 08 this subject he drew out lQDy problems and theorems; 
and, among the most distin~hed, he erected this, which, in th;e 
joy ofms heart, he called :i!ureca, in the G~iaa Janpap siF 
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f'ying, 1 __ JDUAd it; and upon the discovery of which ,be is said 
to have sacrificed a hecatomb. It teaches Masons to be general 
lovers of the arts and sciences. The lwur-gl48s is an emblem of 
human life. Behold I! how swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly 
our lives are drawing to a close. We cannot without astonish- ' 
Bil'at behold the little particles which are contained in this ma-

. -e1ine; how they pass away almost imperceptibly, and yet to our 
, sUiprise, in the short space of an hour they are all exhausted. 

Thus wastes man! to day, he puts forth the tender leaves of 
!lope; to-morrow, blossoms, and bears his blushing honors thick 
upon him; the next day comes a frost, which nips the shoot, and 
when he thinks his greatness is still ripening, he falls, like autumn 
leaves, to enrich our mother earth. The scythe is an emblem of 
time, which cuts the brittle thread o( lire, and launches us into 
eternity. Behold! whst havoc the s~he of time makes among 
the human race: if, by chance, we should escape the numerous 
evils incident to childhood and youth, and, with health and vigor, 
~rriv.e to the years of manhood, yet withal we must soon be cut 
down by the all devouring scythe of time, and be gathered into the 
land where our fathers had gone before us, The three ,tepa, Usu
ally delineated upon the M88ter's carpet, are emblematical of the 
three principal stages of human life; viz:-youth, manhood, and 
age. In youth, as Entered Apprentices, we ought industriously 
to occupy our miJlds in the attainment of useful knowledge; in 
manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should apply our knowledge to the 
discharge of our respective duties to God, our neighbors, and our
selves; so that, in age, as Master Masons, we may enjoy thehap
,y reflections coqsequent on a well spent life, and die in the hope 
of a glorions immortality. ' 
, Q. What are the second class of emblems1 
. A. The spade, coffin, death-head, marrow bones, and sprig or 

cassia, which are thus explained:-The:lspculc opens the vault to 
receive our bodies, where our active limbs will soon moulder to 
dust. The coffin, death-head, and fll4rrOtD bonu, are embfemati
cal of the death and burial of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and 
are worthy our serious attention. The sprig of ca.ma is emble
matical of that immortal part of man which never dies; and when. 
the cold winter of death shall have passed, and the bright sum
mer's 'mom of the resurrection appears, the Son ofRighteousnes. 
ehaH descend, and send forth his angels to collect our ransometl: 
dust; then, if we are found worthy, by his pass-word, we shall ea
ter into the celestial lodge .,hove, w\.ere the Supreme Architect 
.r the universe presides, where we sh8ll see the King iD the.beatl
t1ofJiolinea, and with him, eDter into aD endless etemity. :', ' 
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He~ ends the three first degrees of Masonry, which constitut.' 
a Master Mason's lodge. A Master Mason's lodge and a chap
ter of Royal Arch Masons, are two distinct bodies, wholly inde
pendent of each other. The members of a chapter are privileg,ed 
to visit all Master Masons' lodges when they please; and may be-, 
and often are, members of both at the same time: and all Ihf' 
members of a ]\[aster Mason's lodge who are Royal Arch Masons, 
tbouah not members of any chapter, may visit any chapter. I wish 
the r~ader to understand that neither aU Hoyal Arch Masons nor 
Master Masons are members of either lodge or chapter; there art' 
tens of thousands who are not members, and scaree1y ever att':!nd. 
~l.hough privileged to do so. 

A very small proportion of Masons, comparatively speaking. 
ever ~dvan<:e any further than the third degree, and consequently 
never get the great word which was lost- by Hiram's untimely 
death. Solomon, king of Israel, Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hi
ram Abi1f, the widow's son, having sworn that they, n9r'nttther Qf 
them, wouH ever give the word, except they three were present; 
(add it is generally believed that there was not another person ill , 
the world, at. that time, that had it;) consequently the word wa ~ 
lost, and supposed to be for ever; but the sequel ,vill show it wu, 
found after a lapse of four hundred and seventy years; notwith- : 
standing, the word .\fah-hah-bone, which was substituted by Sol
omon, still continues to be used by Master Masons, and no dou)!l 
will, as long as Masonry attracts the attention of men; and: th '.' 
word which was lost, is used in the Royal Arch degree. Whr~~. 
was the word of the Royal Arch degree, before they fo~nq th, 
Master's word, which was lost at the death of Hiram .;tblff, m:d 

• was not found for four hundred and seventy years? Wore tlie~: 
any Royal Arch Masons before the Master's word was found! ], 
wish some masonic gentleman would solve these two qtiostion~. ' 

The ceremonies, history, and the lecture, in the precediog dP.-c· 
gree, are so similar, that, perhaps, some one of the three 'migh,l 
have been dispensed with, and the subject well underst{)o(rI~J~" 
most readers, notwithstanding there is a small difference.oetW(')!elb . 
the work and history, and between the history and the lectlD:e.' . 

I shall now proceed with the Mark Master's degree, wll1cn , '", '. ' 
the first degree in the chapter. The ' Mark Master' s degi'~e, . tbf'; 
Past Master's, and the Most Excellent Master's, are 10dg{!S'o\' 
Mark Master Masons, Past Master, and MostExcellent Mastel~ 
yet, although called lodges, they are called component parts or 
the chapter •. Ask a Mark ,Master l\fason if he belongs to the 
chapter; he,wiU tell you he does, but that he has only been maT~' 
ed. _ It is not an uncommon thing, by any means, for a chapter 

II 
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confer all fOllr of the degrees in one night, viz: the Mark IIas
ter, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Archde-· 
grees. .. ... , 

TEST-OATH AND' WORD. 

The. following "Test-Oath. and Word" were invented' and, adop-. 
ted by the "GRAND LODGE" of the state of N ew-York,. at their' 
session'in June, 1827; for the purpose of guarding against Book 
Masons. They are given in a Master's lodge.-They were ob
tained from a g~ntleman in high standing in society, and among 
Masons, but a/riend to Al.lti-Masonry. He was a member of the' 
''Grand Lodge," Il.Ild present when they were adopted. 

A person, wishing to be admitted into. the lodge, presents him
self at the door; the 'l'yler, (or some brother from within,) de
mands, or asks, 'Do. yo.u wish.to visit this lodge?' The candidate 
for admission, says, 'If thought worthy.' Tyler. 'By what are 
'you recommended?' .am. 'By fidelity.' Tyler says, . 'Prove
that;' at the same time advances and throws out his hand, or arm, . 
to an angle of about forty-five degrees obliquely forward, the hlVld' 

i".. 'ope~, and thumb upwaf\!. The candidate then advances, and pla
\ oos the back of his left hand against the palm of the Tyler's rigkt 

hand-still extended-puts his mouth to the Tyler's. ear, and', 
whispers; LOS, and pronounces, LOS.*" 

TEST·OATH • 

.. 'I, A B, of my own free ~ll and accQrd?in th~presence o.f· 
Almighty Go.d, so.lemnly and smcerely promise and swear, that I 
will no.t co.mmunicatE) the secret test-word, annexed.to. this obliga
tion, to. any ~ut a true and lawful Master Mason, and that in the 
'body o.f a lawful lo.dge o.f such, in actual sessio.n, or at the door o.f 
a lodge for the purpo.se of gaining admission;-under the penalty 
o.fbeing fo.r ever disgraced and dishonored as a man, and despis-
e~, degraded, and expelled as a MaSo.n. ' . 

'1 

'* This word is an inversion of SOL, the Sun, and is very applicable ae a 
masonic test; the light of Ma.tODry being fast retrograding towards its na-
~i:ve darkness! . 
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A aE.'VELATION 

... FREE ItlASONRY, 
:\8 published to the world by a C onl'cntioD of Seceding M&l!OIls,.held at I.e 

. Roy, Genesee county, New-YOl'k, on the 4th apd 5th of Julr, 1828: COil; 
tainmg a true and genuine dever,opment of the lfIode of initiation, and also 

. of the several lectures of the fo UowinlZ degrees; to wit:-in the Chapter, 
Mark Master, Past Master, Mont Excellent Muter, and Royal Arch. 

In the Encampment, Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templar, Knight of 
Malta, Knight of the Christian i.\fark, and Guards of the Conclave, and 
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre. . } 

In the Ancient Council of the Trinny, denominated the Holy and Thiice ll- ' 
1u8triou8 Order of the Cress, the JIlustrious, Most lllustrious, noo ~ric 
IlIUstriOU8 degrees. • . ' ' f' .' l 

(1' .. 
_. __ . " v' 

~ .. . 
. FOURTH, OR MARK. MASTER'S DF.GREE. 

'Ceremonies used in opening a lodge of .:'~fark .!I,f'nlerM(J8(!aa. 
-One rap calls the lodge to order; one aalls up the J untor, and 
Senior Deacons; two raps call up the subordinate offi<:ers; and 
t.ltree, all the members of the lodge. The Right Worshipful Mas; 
ter havi~ called the lodge to order, and all being seated, th.e Right 
Worshipful 'laster says to the .J unior Warden, 'Brother '.fvnj.!)r •. 
are tW all Mark Master Masons in the south?' Junio~,W,arden 
answ8, 'They are, Right Worshipful.' R. W. M. 'I ·th.~y~u. 
brother.' R. W. M. 'Brother Senior, are they all Mllrk-. ,aste}, 
Masons in ~ west1' Senior Warden, 'They are, Rigl).t Wor
shipful. ' It ·W. M. 'They are in the east.' At the same t)m 
gives a rap with the mallet. which calls up both Deacons. R. w~ 
M. 'Brother ·Junior, the first care of a Mason?' 'fo see th 
lodge tyled, Right Worshipful.' R. W. M. 'Utend to that {lad 
of your duty, and iIform the Tyler that we are about t9 ' pe ;0, 
lodge of Mark Master Masons, and direct him to tyle acdo.'r4jing
ly.'Junior Deacon steps to the door and gives four rap ;1.. wh~b. ~ 
are answered by four without by the Tyler-the Junior.lJ ~o~, . 
then gives one, which is answered by the Tyler with on~-4h~ 
door is then partly opened, and the Junior Deacon then c;te,h" r$ , 
b.i8messag~.and resumes his station, gives. the due-~~~ It 
Mark Master Ml)tlOB",and says, 'The door IS !yled, Rlgl).t 
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shipfuL' R. lV. M. 'By whomti Junior Deacon, 'By a Mark 
Master Mason without the door, armed with the..proper implements 
of hie office.' R. W. M. 'His duty therel' ... D. 'To keep oft 
all cowans and eaves.droppers, see that none pass or repass with· 
out permission from the R. W. M.' R. W. M. 'Brother Junior, 
your place in the lodgel' J. D. 'At the right hand of the Senior 
Warden in the west.' R. W M. 'Your business there, bWher 
.Juniorl' J. D. 'To wait on the R. W. M.,and Wardens, .tas 
their proxy in the active duties of the lodge, and take care of the 
door.' R. W. M. 'The Senior Deacon's place in the lodge?' S. 
9. 'At the right hand of the Right Worshipful Master in the east.' 
R. W. M. 'I thank you, brother.' He then gives two raps with 
the mallet, and the subordinate officeJ8 rise. R. W. M; , 'Your 
duty there, brother Seniorl' S. D. 'Tit wait on the R. W., M. 
and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties ,of the lodge, 
attend to the preparation and introduction of candidates, and wel· 
come and clothe all visiting brethren.' , R. W. M. 'T4e Secre· 

• ' t.jll'J's place in the lodge, Brother Junior?' J. D. 'At the left band 
of the Right Worshipf~Master in the east.' R. W. M. 'I thank 
YO\l, brother. Your duty there, brother Secretary?' Secretary" 
'The better to observe the R. W. Master's will and pleasure; re
, (!Qrd the proceedings of the lorl«e; traDsmit the same to the grand 

, ' lodge, if required; receive all monies and money bills from the 
halids of the brethren, pay.them over to the Treasurer, and take 
Jus receipt for the same' R. W. M. "j he Treasurer's place in 
thalodge'/' Sec.' ,\ t the right hand of the R. W. M.' R. W. 
M. 'I thank you, brother. ¥ our duty there, brother Treasurer?' 

,Treasurer. 'Duly to observe the R. W. Master's will and plea
~ure; receive all monies and money bills from the hands of the 
&;t?-retary; give' a receipt for the same; keep a just and tr.ac

, ~ount ofthe same; pay them out by the order of the R. fllf'M. 
a.nd consent of the brethren.''* R. W. M. 'The Junior Over-

, , ,* Supposin!( that, in the ~nited States, there are 5oo,--~'ed Ap'p~n-
":tCIl, 400,000 Master, and 200,000 Royal Arch M;as .. ~~ Kni,!lhts; 

ll-ud that they all paid the usual fees, for the dr-W'-; the amount would be 
til.' enormous sum of 11,250,000 dollars; the yearly interest of which, at 7 
Per ct. is 787,500 dollars; which sum, (aJ,lowing 100 dollars to each individ-
ual,) would !,upport 7,875 persons.· .• ' 
, Now, I ask, do Mosons, by their charities, support this number of poor in ' 

the United iltates1 Do tbey support one tenth part oftbat nWllber? Sup
posing they do; is it necessary to give 10 or 50 dollars, for the privile~e o( 
"ontributing I, 5, or 50 doUarii mosonicaUy? Must the privilege of ~IJ 8. 
tlbaritable man be bought with gold? How many there ~ whO'.,ren
,lered themeelves ~petent to bestow c~ties, by tIieir;'M." ~~~.&ad: 
att,endance on, maaomc secrets and, csremomes! If all, t~ 1UIj', : ... 
:h~ d:llgrees of Masonry. was applied ,to chariWJ?lc pu,rpeeeS; " It> 

~, - "",,' '.,,'''. ," ·~,:·': .... '!·t ~ 
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'Seer's place in the lodge, brQther Treasurer1' Trell!. 'At tht
right hand Qfthe Junio.r Warden in the south, Right Wo.rshipful.' 
R. W. M. 'I tharik yo.u, bro.ther. Yo.ur business there brQther 
Junio.r Overseer!' J. Orerseer. 'To. inspect all materials bro.ught 
up fQr the building o.f the temple; appro.ve or diliapprove Qf the 
same; and, if appro.ved, pass it on to. the ::,eniQr Overseer fo.r fUf
ther inspectio.n.' R. W. M. '1'be ,enio.r Overseer's place in 
the lodge1' J. Overaeer. 'At the right hand 0.1' the benior War
den in the west, it. W o.rshipful.' ft.",. ~l. 'I thank you, bro
ther. ¥ o.u .. business there, bro.ther enio.r Overseer'" benio.r 
Overseer. 'To inspect all materials bro.ught up lor the building o.f 
the temple; and, if approved, pass it o.n to the Master ,Overseer 
at the east gate fo.r further inspectio.n.' ll. \\. M. ''1 he' ·,Master 
Overseer's place in the lodge, brQther .- enio.r OvertlOOr?' . • enio.r 
Overseer. 'At the right hand 0.1' the Right W o.rshipful Master in 
the east.' R. W. M. '1 thank yo.u, bro.ther. ko.ur business 
there, brother l~aster Overseer" A'1aster Uverseer. 'To.8liSisf 
in the inspectio.n o.f all materials bro.ught lip tOt the building 0.1' ~ 
temple; and, if di!lfppro.ved, to. ~a11 a co.urv:i1 o.f my ~ro.t¥r u.ve.,~, 
seers.' R. W • .M~ 'lhe JUnlo.r ~'arden's place tn the lo.dge., 
bro.ther Master Overseer?' ill. Uverseer. 'In the so.uth, a. W.'. 
R. W. M. 'I thank yo.u, bro.ther. II!' } Qllr business there, bro.ther, 
Junio.r?' . Warden. '_i.S the sun in the SQuth, at high meridilUI,· 
js the beauty and glo.ry 0.1' the day; :;10. stands the oj unia ·\c~·ru:.~n:' . 
in the So.uth, the better to. o.bserve the time; lall th~ 9..t~t.t fb<{ ~q.-:-
bo.r to. refreshment; superintend them during ~he 'h! "!h~'Q~"< 
see that no.ne co.nvert the ho.ur", o.f relretlhmt:nt into. ' t '..,o.e)ifJ'l 
temperance, o.r exc¥; and call them o.n ~ain iu dut:"seaw' ,I~, . 
that the R. yv. M. may have ho.no.r, and they pleasure, ~~ J?[-(} IF 
thereby.' R. W. M. 'The ~enio.r "arden's place in th~j g~'l 
J. W. 'IT} the west, Right \\ o.r:shipful.' 1 .. "". 1\1. " ~1.1 ,~ , 
yo.u, brother. Y o.(;.r duty there, bro.r-er ~ eniort' ~en.). "~'n~ : 
'As t\Je SUD sets in the west to clo.se the day; so. !\tal'\$ t\itl( en~ . 
io.r Warden in the west, to. assist the hight ",o.rshipful J\"'a'st~r'ift: ' 
o.pening and clo.sing the lodge; take ca,e o.f the jewels and'j ' . 

• i:I ,.. .. '~ .. " I 

would appear difierently; but, it is principally devoted to the erer.tio~. of ms" 
sonic temples,-support of tbe gran~ lodges, a~ld fO,r r.jresh,,,etlt fqi ,.tll,!" 
crafts; and, I thmk I may add, for thell' BUPVOrt m 'kidnapping and il,Uf'de~/1 

(If I bad not been informed, from what I bdieve to be good aUlhOrity,that. 
the grand lodge of tbis state had; recentl" since the abduction of .Mor~ # 

appropriated 5000 dolJars to the wants;o the crafts, and had put that 8um 
into the hands Q( a 'committee,' to be disposed of by them as th"if judgmtlilt 
sh,ould dictate, na"ing a reference to the .• dnapper~ and murderers of Capt. 
Morgan, I should not have added the laet remark.) . 
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plem .. ; see that nODe be lost; pay the craft their WQgeS, if aay 
be, du. and see that none go away diaaatis&d.' R. W. M. 
'The Master's place in the lodgel' S. W. 'In the east, R. Wor
slYpful.' R. W. M. 'H;' duty there1' S. W. 'As the sup ris
es in the east, to opeD ani adom'tneday; so presides the R. W. 
M. in the east, to open and adorn his lodge; I8t his ol'I\ft to work. 
and govern them 'With good and wholesome laws, or C&Wle the 
same to be done.' R. W. M. 'I thank JIIU, brother.' Gives 
three" raps with the mallet, which caDs up all the brethren, takes. 
otfbis hat, and says, 'In like mann,r, so do I, IItrictly probibitiDg 
all profane language, private c6llUDittees",or any ot!.ter' disorderly 

• conduct, whereby the peace and harmony of this lodge ~y be in
terrupted, while engaged in its lawful pursuits; under no lesi pen
alty than the by-laws enjoin, or a majority of the brethren present 
lllay see cause to inftict. Brethren, attend to giving the sigDs.' 
The R. W. M. (all the brethren i~ting biro,) extends his left 

a 

, arm from his body, so as to fonn an angle of about forty-five de
grees, and bolds bis right hand transversely across bis left, the 
palms 'thereof about an. incb apart. This is Gflled the first sipi 
of Ii Mason-is ,tbe sign of distreu in the first ~, and alludes 
til the position a candidate's hands are placed, when he takes the 

.,6titJgation of an Entered AppttJhtice Mason; be then dra\YB his 
right hand across his throat, the hand open, with his thumb next 
bis throat, drops it down ,by his side. This is called the due
~ard of an Entered Apprentic& Mason, and alludes to the peaal 
t'art of the obligation. Next he places the 'palm of his open right 
IniRd upon his left breast, aod, at the' same time, throws up his 

~ ~ hand, and so extends his le~ ~m a.;'. fonn a right angle: 
Aieni the shoulder to the elbow It IS honzontal; frollJ the elbow 
'f~ the tip of the finger it is perpendicular. This is the sip and 

. d4ie-gllatd of a Fellow Craft Mason, awl also alludes to the pen\,\l
part 'of the obligations, wh~ is administered in, tbis degree. Af
tei" ihls, the R. W. M. draws his right hand across his ~wels, 
With his hand open, and the thumb next his bo4y, and drops it 
,down by his side. This is the sign, or due-guard, 'of a Master 
Mfl~)o, and, like the others, allude to the penalty oftbis degree. 
!I~ th~n throws up the grand hailing sign of distress: this is giv-

. e.~'b:y raising both hands and anns, to the elbow, perpendicularly, 
one on each side of the hea,d., tlle elbows forming a square, his 
arms then drop by his side; ,he then clutches the third and little 
fingers of his rigJl\ hand; with his thumb extends, a~ the ~ 
iiin~, his middle and,f~~rs, brings up his h .. J.(~, iP.; ~ II. 
ma~er as to have the:: Rdei

• the mid?le finger !ouch tbF ,riw-, of 
, ~e nght ear, thea lets It drop, and, as It falls, bnngs the ~d 
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side of the little finger of the left band, MrOII8 the ~of the 
right, then 1ets them fall by his sides. This is the sign, • due
guud, of a Mark Master Mason, aDd also alludes to the penal 
part of the obligation ia this degree. Here it is proper to remark, 
that, in the opeWQg of any lodge of M8S0BS, they commence giv
ing the sigas of an Entered Apprentice, and go through all the 
signs of the different degrees, ia regular gradation, until they ar
rive to the one which they are opening, and commence at the sign 
of the degree in which tht!y are at work, and descend to the last 
when closiag. After going through all the sigas, as above de
scribed, the R. W. M.~ the lOOge opened, in the follow
ing maDD.er:-'1 noW d"eelare thlslodge of Mark Master Masons 
duly opened for the despatch of business;' the :Senior Warden de
clares it to tile Junior Warden, and be to the brethren. The R. 
W. M. tIlen repeats a charge: 'Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all 
Dlalice and guile,' &c. &c. (¥onitor, page 76.) . 

The lodge beiag opened and ready for business, the R. W. M. 
directs the Secretary to read the minutes of the last meeting, which 
generally bringlt tg view the business of the present. If there arc 
any candidates to-rn, brought forward, that is generally the first 
business. A Master Mason, wishing for further light in )l ason-

. ry, sends a petition to the cbapter~ nd requests to be advanced to 
the honorary degree of Mark Master Mason; if there hi no serio. 
ous objection to the petition, it is entered on the minutes, and a 
committee of several appointed to inquire into his character and. 

. report to the next regular communication; at that time, if d;te ~ODl-. 
- mittee report in his favor, and no serious objection ismade,~st 

him otherwise, a m?fOD is made that the ballot pass; if cam~~ 
the DeacoRs pass the ballot boxes: these boxes are the same. a9' 
in the preceding degrees. "'nen the balls are receiv.ecf, the·. hoi 
is presented to the Right Worshipful Master, Senior >8nd. JuJaior. 
WardeBS. R. W. M. 'Clear in the west, brother b.l" ·S~ 
W. 'Clear, R. W.' R. W. M. 'Clear in the south, brg~er Jun .. 
iorl' J. W. ~lear, Right WorshipfuL' R. W M. Mays, 'C1eaI~ 
~ the e~' This being ~ case, the candidate w ac~epie~; i¥i 
if there IS one black ban lD that eDd of the ilox which bas tbB 
white tube, and the Senior ~n proqouncing 'not dear/ . .alt 
stop, and inquiry is made, and the ballot passes again; aad" if 
blacked a third time, the candidate is rejjlcted. It being other
wise, the Senior Deacon, who is the cand~date'.Il ~nductor; p'a$S~ 
es out of the lodge into the adjoining rpom,.fVhere the q.ndidilte 
is in w~and there the oonductoriffurnished wi~ ,. 'i~l ob
long square, si.x inches long-the~andidate is presented with a 
Irlrge white marble key stone, weighing, probably, ~~D1i ~unds, , 
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lUld is ~ed, by his conductor, to take it by the littl~ end, be
tween his first and second fingers and thumb of ~ right band.
The door is then opened without ceremony, and they pass direct
ly to the Junior Overseer's station at the south gate, which is no
thing more than the Junior Warden's seat, and the conductor gives 
four raps, with his block of thober, on a pedestal in front of the 
Junior Overseer's statIon. J. O. 'Who comes herel' Con
ductor. 'Two brother Fellow Crafts, with materials for the tem
ple.' J. 0 'Have you a specimen of'your laborl' <.ionduetor. 
'I have.' J. O. 'Present it.' The conductor then presents the 
piece of timber before described; the Jtltdw Overseer receives it, 
and applies a small, trying square to its different angles, a,n4-they 
agreeing with "the angles of the' square,' he says, 'fhis is good 
work, square work, such work as we are authorized to receive:' 
Returns the block of timber, and tuming his eye upon the candi- . 
date, asks, 'Who is this you have with youl' t:onductor 'A bro
ther Fellow Craft.' J. O. 'Have you a specimen of your laborl' 
Can. 'I have' J. O. 'Present it.' The candidate then presents 
the key stone; the Junior Overseer receives ii and applies his 
square to all its angles, and they not agreeing with the angles of 
the square, he saYd, 'What have you here, brotherl this is neither' 
an oblong nor a square, neither has it the regtiIar mark of the..R
upon it, but trom its singular form and beauty I am unwilling to 
reject it; pass on to the Senior Overseer at the west gate, tOr fur
ther inspection.' They then pass on to the ~'enior uverseer's 
station at the west gate, which is the Senior Warden's seat, and 
gives tour raps, as before, on the pedestal which stands in front 
,of the :senior Overseer. !S. O. 'Who comeeJterel' Lon. 'Two 
brother Fellow t;rafts, with materials for the temple.' S. O. 
'Have you a specimen of your laborl' Lon. 'I have.' S. O. 
'Present it.' 'rhe conduct,Jr, as before, presents the block of 
timber; the Senior Overseer applies his square to it, and finding 
it agree§ with the angles ofWs square, says, 'This is good work, 
,square work, such work as we are authorized to receive: who is 
thisyou have with youl' Con. 'A brother jf'ellow Lraft ' b. O. 
'Have you a specimen of your taborl' Can. 'I have.' s. O. 
'Present it.' The candidate then presents the key stone, and he 
appliek it, but not fitting, he says, 'This is neither an oblong nor a 
square, neither has it the regular mark df the craft upon it; it is a 
curious wrought stone, and on account of its singular form. and 
beauty, I am unwilling to reject it: pass on to the Master Over· 
seer at the east gate, for fllltier inspection.' The,. pass to his 
station at the east gate, and ~e four raps. 'Master Overseer~. 
'Who comes herel' Conductor. 'Two brethren Fellow U~ 
'''ith their materials for the temple.' M. Overseer. 'Have you' 
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specimen of your laborl' Con. 'I have.' M.Overseel\ 'Pre
sent it.' The conductor presents his billet of wood to him, and 
he applies his square to it, and, like die other Overseers, -yat 
'This is good work, square work, such work as we are authorized 
to receive: who is this you have with yout' Conductor. 'A bro
ther I<'ellow Uraft.' M. Overseer. 'Haw you a specimen of your 
laborl' (Jan 'I have.' M. O. 'Present ito' (It ought here to. 
be remarked, that, when the c.andidate is presented with tire key 
stone, and takes it between his thumb aDd two fiugers, it baogs 
suspended by his side, and he is requested to earry bis work 
plumb; and the conduct,or taking g~ C81"e to see that Iae does 
it, by the time lie arrives at the Muter Overseer's station at the 
east gate, and when the ~laster Overseer says, 'present it,' the 

• candidate is extremely willing to haDd over the key stone to him 
for inspection; for, by this time, it becomes very painful to hold 
any longer the stone lI'hi<b be has in (harge.) 1he }laster Over
seer having received the key stone, he applies his sqU81"e to tbe 
cll1ferent angles of it, and being found not to be square, he, like 
the other Overseel8, says, ''1 his is neither an oblong nor a square, 
neither has it the regular mark of the crafl"upon it., He then 
looks sternly upon the candidate, and demands, 'Is this YOI,If 
workl' Can 'It is not.' M. ()verseer. 'Is this your malkt' 
Care 'It is not.' ~I. O. 'Where did you get.itl' (an. 'I pick
ed it up in the qu8.l'lj'.' M, O. 'Picked it up in the quarry? ~ 

. explains the matter: what! been loit .. ring away your time aug 
wbole week, and now brought up another man's work to io.pose 
upon the Grand Overseers! this deserve!! the severest punish-
ment. (Motions the candidate 'to stand aside.) Brothers ;lUD- ... ' 
ior alld Senior Overseers, here is work brought up for inspection .,~ ..... . 
which demands a council.' 1be Junior, Senior, and ~jaste~ 
Overseers then 88$l)mble in council. )1. Overseer, presenti,ng 
the stone, 'lJid a '{<'ellow (,raft present this to you for insp.e(tion, 
brother Juniorl' J. Overseer., 'A li'ellow l raft came tQ my. of-
fice and presented this stone for inspootion! 1 exan.inOO it, and 
found it was neither an oblong nor a .quare, nw nei\her bad it the 
regular mark of the craft upon it; but, on aceount of its singular 
form and beauty, I was unwimng tQ reject U, IPld ordered i~ to 
the Senior Overseer at the west ~, ~r. further inspection.' M. 
Overseer. 'Brother SCl1iQr, WIUl thi,jJ at9ne presented to y~u for 
inspectionl' Senior Qverseer. 'It W'8,II: , bow oho use for it 
in the temple: I ~ ~t with the square, IUld observed it W811 nei-
ther an oblong Dor a ~are, neither bad, it tlle regular marlJ. ,ofthc 
craft upon it; but, on account of its singular form and beauty, I 
was unwilJiog to reject it, and, tbe.-efw·e, 4ireet~ ~t ·to·the Mastet:, 
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O'~ at the east gate, for further inspection.' M. Overseer. 
'It was also presented to me for inspection; but I do not know of 
any use which it can be in the building.' Sen. Overseer. 'I know 
of no use for iL' Jun. Overseer. 'I know of no use for it.' M. 
Overseer. 'Brother Senior, what shall we do with itt'S. Over
seer. 'Heave it over among the rubbisll.' The Master and Sen
ior Overseers then take the stone between them, and, after wav-
ing it backward and forward four times, they heave it over in such . I 
a manner that the one letting go while the stone is arriving at the ' . I 

highest point, it brings the sto'16 in a quarterly direction over the 
other's left shoulder: the Junior Overseer, being stationed in a 
suitahle position, at this moment receives the stone, and carries 
it away into the preparation room. ~ W M. 'Brother Senior 
Warden, assembJethe craft to reeeive wages.' At this command 
the brethren all arise, and form a procession single file; the can-
didate is placed at the head of the procession. and wben station-
ed, is told, that 'the last sban be first, lind the first, last.' The 
procession being formed, they commence singing the fonowing 
song: "lark Masters all appear,' lite. (see Monitor, page 82;) 
and, at the same time, commence a circular march (against tbe ' 
course of the sun,) around the room, ~ving all the signs during 
~eir l}Iarch, beginning with that of Entered Apprentice, and end-
Ing at that of 'lark MIlKter; They are given in the following 
manner: tbe n1'!ltrevol!ltion each brother, when opposite the R. 
W. ~. gives the first sign in \lasonry. Tbe secon,j revolution, 
when opposite the '\ia3ter, the ~econd; and so on, until they give 
all tbe signs to that of ~ark ~aster. While the ceremony is go-
ing on in the lodge, the Senior Grand Warden procures a suffi. 
cient number of cents and passes intQ the preparation room, and 
opens a lattice window in 'the door which communicates 10 the 
lodge room, and when the craftsmen arrive to the Mark Master 
Mason's sign, each one of them, in their Jast revolution, puts his 
:lUl1ld through the window in the door and gives a token, (this IS 

given by shutting the third and little fingers, extending the foro 
and middle fingers, and placing the thumb over them in a suita-
hie manner to receive the penny, or cent;) and receives a penny, 
or eent, tNm the S. G. W. Matters are so' timed in the march, 
that when they come to that part of the song which says, 'cau-
tion them to beware of the right hand,' it comes the turn of the 
eandidate to put his hand through the aperture of the door, and 
receive his penny; but not being able to give the token, he is de-

• tQCted as an impostor, and the S. G. W. instead of giving him 
his penny, seizes him by the hand and draws his ann full length·, 
through the ~06t:, and holds him securely, exclaiming, at the~ , 
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time, 'an impostor! an impostor!' Others lVho are in the room 
with the S. G. W. cry out, ,( hop qtl' his hand! chop off his hand!' 
At this moment, the conductor steps to the candidate and inter
cedes warmly in his behalf. Con. 'Spare him! Ilpare him!' S. 
G. Warden. 'He is an impostor. He has attempted to receive 
wages without being able to give the tokt:D. 1 be penalty must 
be inflicted.' Con. 'He is a brother :Fellow ( rail, aad on con-, 
dition that you will release him, I will be responsible that he shall 
be taken hefore the Right W orl!bipful Master, where all the cir
cumstances shall be made known; and, if he coudemns him, I 
\vill see that the penalty is inflicted.' ~. G. Warden. 'On the!,e 
conditions, I reI elise him.' Tbe candidate is released, and tak
en before the R. W. Master. (;lIn, 'This young Fellow lraft 
has brought up work for in!'pection, which was not bis own, and 
has attempted to receive, w8{l.es for it; he was detected at the 
Senior Grand Warden's apartment as an impostor, and I became 
rpsponl'lible, on condition of hi!! release, that he should appeal' 
before the R. W, and if, aOel' a fair trial, you should pronounce 
him guilty, that I should st"e the penalty of all impostor inflicted 
upon him.' R, W. M. 'Brother Junior Overseer, did this man 
bring up work to your station for inspeclion1' J. Overseer. 'He 
did. I inspected it, and observed that it was neither an oblong 
nor a square, neither had it the regular mark of tb" craft upon 
it; but, on account of its singular form and heauty, I was unwil
ling to reject it; therefore, I ordered it passed to tbe Senior Over
seer's station at the west gale, tor further inl'lpection.' R. W. 
M. 'Brother Senior Overseer, did this young man bring up work. 
to you for inspection?' S. O. 'He did; and I, for similar rea-' 
sons offered by brother Junior Overseer, was unwilling to reject' 
it, and ordered it passed on to the Master Overseer at the east 
gate, for further inspection.' R. W. M. 'Brother Master Over .. 
seer, did this young man bring up work to you for iDllpection?' 
'He did. I inspected the work, and observed that it was neither' ,', ' 
an oblong nor a square, neither had it the regular mark of ,the 
craft upon it: I tben asked him ifit was his work. He admitted 
that it was not. r asked him wbere be ,;ot it; he said he ,pick-
oed 'it up in the quarry. I rebuked bim severely for his attempt 
to impose upon tbe Grand Overseers, and for loitering away bis 
time and then bringing up another man's work for inspe(:tion. I 
then called a council of my brother Overseers, and we, lwowi~ , 
no u~e for the work, hove it over amoDg the rubbisb.' 'R. W. ~~ 
'SeDlor Grand Warden, did the young man attempt to lilC21ve 
wages at your apartmentl' S. ,G. W. 'He did, apd I det,eeted , 
him as an impostor, aDd was abo~t to intlict the peneJtr,·but the, 
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'CoaductCH' beceming responsible, thlft, if 1 would rel6lllSe him, he 
',vould see lb. impostor taken before tbe R. W. and, if found 
guilty, that tbe penalty should beinfticted. I released him.' R. 
W. M. 'Young man, it appears that you have been loitering away 
your timetbis whole week, and have now brought up another 
man's work for inspection, to impose upon the Grand Overseers, 

,ood what is more, you bave attempted to receive wages for labor 
which you never performed: conduct like tbis deserves prompt 
punishment. The penalty of an impostor is tbat of having his 

, rigbt hand chopped off. This young man appcars as thougb ho 
'deserved abetter fate, and as though he migbt be serviceable in 
the building of the temple. Are you a l<'ellow cram' Can. 'I 
am' R. W. M. 'Can you give us any proof of it I' Candidate 
gives the sign of a Fellow Craft. R. W. M. 'He is a Fellow 
Craft. 'Have you ever been taught bow to leceive w:lges1' 
Candidate. 'I have Dot.' R. W. M. 'This serves, in a measure, 
to mitigate his crime. If you are instructed how to receive wa
ges, will you do better in future, and never again attempt to im
pose on the Grand Overseers, and, above all, never attempt to 
receive wages for labor wbich you never performed?' Candi
date. 'I will.' R. W. M. 'Tbt' penalty is remitted' The can
,did ate is then taken into the preparation room, and divested of 
his outward apparel, and all money and valualfes; his breast 
bare, and a cable-tow foor times round his body: in which con
dition he is conducted to the door, when the conductor gives 
four distinct knocks, upon the 'hearing of which, the Senior 
Warden says to the R. W. 'While we are peaceably at work 011 

the fourth degree of Masonry, the dour of our lodge appears to 
be alarmed.' R. W, M. IBrother Junior, see the caUlie of that 
alarm.' The J. W. then steps to the door and answers the alarm 
by four knocks, the conductor and himself each giving another; 
the door is then partly opened, and the Junior Warden then asks, 
'Who eomes therel' Conductor. 'A worthy broth!'r, who has 
been regularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice, served a pro
per time as such; passtld to the degree of Fellow Cmft; ~i~ed 
to the sublime degree of a Mallter Mason; and now wishes fur
ther light in Masonry, by being advanced to the more honorable 
degree of Mark Master Mason.' J. W. 'Is it of bis own free 
wiil and accord he makes this request?' Conductor. 'It is.' J. 
W. 'Is he dulyaJ;ld truly prepared?' Conductor. 'He is.' J. 
W. 'Has he wrought in the quarry, and exhibited specimens 01' 
his skill in tbe preceding degrees?' Conductor. 'He has.' J. 
W. 'By what further right, or benefit, does he expect tl) obtaiu. 
this favor?' Con. 'By the benefit of a pass word.' J. W. 
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'Has he a pass word1' Con. 'He has not, but I haft it for him.' 
J. W .. 'Give it me.' Conductor wlaispers in hia ear, 'JOPPA.' 
J. W. 'The pass word is right. You will let him wait until R. 
W. M. is made acquainted with his JeClueat, and his aDlW8r re
turned.' The Junior' Warden returns him to the R. W. M. 
where the same questions are asked IIId 8D8wers returned, .. at 
the door. The R. W. M. then says, 'Since be comes endowed 
with the necessary qualifications, lethim enter in the name of the 
Lord, and take heed on what he enters. (Previous, to the can
didate's entering, one of the brethren who is best qus.Iified for 
the station, is selected and furnished with an engraving chiset 
and mallet, and placed near the door, so that when the. candidate 
enters, it iii on the edge of an engraving chisel, under the pres
sure of the mallet. As this is the business of no particular offi
cer, we have, for convenience. styled him execl,ltioner.) Bro
ther, it becolBOs my duty to put a mark on you, and such a one, 
too, as you will probably carry to your grave.' Places the edge 
of die chisel near his left breast, and makes several motiQns with 
the mallet, as though he was about to strike upon the hea~ 0( the 
chisel. Executioner. 'This isa painful undertaking; I do,~. 
feel able to perform it, R W.; (turJlingto the R. W. M.) this 
task is too 'painful; I feel that I cannot perform it: I wish the R. 
W. would selca some other brother to perform it in my stead." 
R. W. M. 'I know the task is unpleasant, and a painful one; 
but as you have undertaken to perform it, unless some other bro
ther will volunteer his service and take your place, you mustpr(l; 
ceed.' Executioner. 'Brother, (calling the name,) wiII you vol
unteer your service, and take my place1' Brother. 'I catlMt 
consent to do it;' (after several solicitations and refusals.) Ex
ecutioner. 'R. W. no brother feels willing to volunteer his Sar
vicelf; and I declare I feel unwilling and unable to perform it.' 

•• W. M. 'As no brother feels disposed to take your station, it 
~ecome8 your duty to perform it yourself.' Executioner, (t8k.

ing his station,) 'Brethren, support the candidate; (several.take 
bold of the candidate:) brother, (naming some physician, or sur
geon;) will you assist1' Doctor, (stepping up,) 'Brethren, it 
becomes necessary that we have a bowl, or some other vessel, 
to receive the blood.' A bowl is presented, having the appear.,. 
ance of blood upon it, and is beld in a suitable position to receive 
the blood; the surgeon places his fiDgers on the left breast efthe 
candidate, and gives collnsel where it would be adviseable to in
:fIict the wound. The executioner then places the edge of the 
chise] near the spot, and draws back the mallet, and while mak-. 
ing several false motions, says, 'Operative Masons make use o! 

I ' 
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the engraving chisel and mallet to' cut, hew, carve, and indent 
their work; but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, make use of 
them for a more noble B.\ltt glorious purpose;-we use them to 
cut. hew, carve, and indent the mind;' giving, at the instant the 
last word is prunounced, a severe blow with the mallet upon the 
head of the chisel, without the least injury to the ('andidate. 'if The 
candidate is then conducted four times round the lodge, and each 
time, as he passes the station of the Master, Senior, and Junior 
Wardens, they each give one loud 11lp with their mallet; the 
Master, in the lDean time, reads the (ollowing passages of, crip
ture-Psalm cxviii. 22. 'The stone which the builders refused is 
become the head stone of the comer.' Matt. xxi. 42." 'Did ye 
never read iIi the scriptures, the sCone whieh, the builders reject
ed, the same is become the head of the cornerl' Luke xx. 17 • 

. 'What is thil!l, then, that is written: The stone )Vhich the builders. 
rejected, thp same is become the bead oftbe come,r?' Acts'iv. 
11. 'This is the stone which was set at Dought of you builders~ • 
which is become the head of the corner.' The reading of them 
is so timed. as to be Mmpleted just as the candidate arrives at 
the Junior Warden's post; here he stops,and the same questions 
are asked and answers return",d, as at the door; the same pass
es at the Senior Wardp.n and Master, who ordm's the candidate 
to be conducted back to the Senior Warden in ~e west, by him 
to be taught to approach the east, by four upright regular steps~ 
his feet forming a square, and body crect at the altar; the candi- • 
date then kneels and receives the obligation, as follows:-
, "I, A B, of my own free will and accord, in presence of Al
mighty God, and this Right Worshipful Lodge of Mark Master ' 
Masons. do hereby and hereon, in addition to my former obliga
tions, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I 
wlll not give the degree of a Mark Master Mason- to anyone of . 
an inferior degree, Dor to any other person in' the known wor ___ 
except it be to a true and lawful brother, or brethren, of this d~ 
gtee; and not unto him nor unto them, whom I shaD hear so to -
be, but unto him and them Ollly. whom I shall find so to be, aner 
strict trial and due examination, or lawful information given: 
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will support the 
'COnstitution of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the 

* This is supposed to be the Moat bitereating ,part of the degree; and is 
made so, by the paiRS taken to frighten the CIUIdidate. If the floor, bowl, 
c:hiseI, and mallet are bespattered with blood,'oi something which resembles 
it, and the 'executioner' acts hie part weD, ~tbe candidate rriilBt necelllllU'ily 
:1iiel Y8ry uneuy !luring the ceremony.:--This generally gives 'great 1!&tIsIiIC
tion to the brotherhoed, and is often the SUbject ofthlir secret discourse to!<
weeKs afterwards. 
',' 
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United States of America, a'tao the Grand Royal Arch Ohapter 
of this State, under which this le>dge is h~ld, ud confonn to aU 
the by-laws, rules, and regulations of \his or any other lodge of 
Mark Master Masons, of which I ~ilt any time hereafter be
eome a member: Furthermore, do I promise aad swear, that I 
will obey all regular signs and sUIlUQOn. given, banded, sent, o}' 
thrown to me from the haud of a brotbel' Mark Muter MIIfODt 
or from the body of a just and legally constituted lodge of ... , 
provided i& be within the length of my cable tow: Furthermore, 
do I promise and sweat, that I will not wrong this lodge, or a 
brother 9f this degree, to the value of his wages, (or one penny) 
myself, knowingly, nor suft'er it to be done by others if in my 
power to prevent it:· Furthermore, do l promise and swear, that 
I will Dot sell, swap. barter, or exchange my mark. which I shall 

• hereaiter choose, nor senel it ,a second time to pledge until it is 
• ~ wfuDy redeemed frGlll the first: Furthermore, do I promise and 

swear, that I will receiye' a brother's. mark when oft'ered to me 
requesting a favor, and .grant him his request if in my power; 
and if it is not in my power to grant his request, I wiD retum him 
his mark with the value thereof, wbich is half a shekel of silver, 
or quarter of a doJlar. To all of which 1 do most soleuualy 
and sincerely ,romise and swear, with a fixed and ste&;di pur
pose of mind in me, to keep and perform the same, bipdlDg JlJY~ 
self under no less pew.llty, than to have my right ear ~ote 06; 
that I may fonnoer be tHII!lble to bear the word, and mv i'libiJiand 
chopped o~ as the penalty as an impostor, if Illhould everprave 
wilfully guilty of violat~ any part of this my solemn oath, or 
obligation, of a·Mark MtBter Mason. So help me God; aDd 
make me steadfast to keep and perform the same." ~'Detach 

, " your band and kiss the book.", . , 
. '.~ '\' ~he Muter then produces the ~ame key I!\tone, Conc:ierniag 

: which, 80 much has already been sald; and says to the candidate; 
-'we read in a passage of scripture,' Rev. ii. 17. 'to ,him that 
'.oyercom~h will Iwn t~ eat of the hidden manDa, '8.tld.wi!l give 

bim a white stone, and III the stone a new name writt~, whioh 
no man know:eth save. him that receiveth it.' • He then pllei.lltll 
the stone to the candidate and says, 'I now present)OII witlJa 
white stone. on which is written a new name; we give the wGrd .. ' 
that form this circle; (the letters are so engraved on the stone as 
to form a circle:) the initials are H. T. W. S. S. T. K. S. .- Bioi 
ram Tyran, Widow's Son. sent to King Solomon. These placed 
in this form were the mark of our Grand Master, Hiram' AbiB:. 
At preseDt they are used as the general merk ef this degree. and 
in the centre of the~ each brother places bis own indivWpsl' 
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ma':k.' The stone is then removed and tliecandidate stiD re
melDS on hill knees at the altar, the Master then' takes tbe jewel 
containing bis mark from his neck and presents it to the candid
ate-requests of-him somQ favor, lIucb as the loan of five, ten, or 
twenty dollars. The carididate having left all his money ani 
'Valuables in the prepaiation room, aoswers, 'I cannot do it; I 
:haVjl no money about me:' and oft'e~ to return the mork to the 
M .. ter, but be refuses to take it, and says to tbe candidate, 'have 
you not just sworn that you will receive a brother Mark Huter's 
mark when offered to you, requesting a favor, and if not in your 
power to. grant the favor, you would retum him his mark.with the. 
"Value of itl Is this the way you mind your obligatioDSt Here I 
presented my mark with a request for a smalt favor; you say you 
cannot grant it, and 08'er to retum'my msrk alonel Where is the 
<quarter of a dollar you have sworn to return with itt' The can- • 
odidate, much embarrassed, aoswers, 'I canoot do even that. I • 
bve no money about me. It was all taken from me in the prep
aration room.' The Master asks, 'are you quite sure you have 
31onet' Candidate answers, 'I am; it is aU in the other room.' 
Master, 'you have. not examined; perhaps some friend has, in 
pity to your destitute situation, supplied you with tbat amount un
bown to yourself: feel in all your pockets, and i( you find, after 

. B'thorough search, that you have really none, we shall have less 
l'8asOB to think that you meant wilfully 10 violate your obligation.' 
""!'he candidate examinet'l hi. pockets and finds a quarter of II. dol
'Jar, which some brother had slity placed there; this adds not a 
iittle to his embarrassment; be protests be had no intention of 
teoncealing it; really supposed be had DODe about him, and hands 
it to the Master, with his mark. The Master receives it and says 
to the candidate, 'Bl·other,~· this scene be a strikjng lesson to 
you; should you ever bereid\er have a'mark presenfed you by 
a worthy brother, asking a favor; before you 'deny him, make ,dil- . 
igent searcb, and be quite SUIe of your inability to serve him; 
perhaps you will then find, as in the present iostance, that some 
unknown person has befriended you, and you are really in a bet
ter situation than )ou think yourself.' The candidate then rises 
and is made acquainted with the grips, words, and signs of this 
4Iegree. 'rhe pass-grip of this degree is made by extending the 
right arms and clasping the fi~rs of the right hands, as one 
would naturaUy do to assist another up a steep ascent; the pass
word is 'Joppa;' the real grip is made by lotking the little fin
gers.of the right band, bringing the knuckles together, ~laciDg 
the'ends of the thumbs against each other; the word is, 'Mark 
wtI'.' The aips have been described. After the grips; wolds, 
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and signs are given and explained,( see lectures,) the Master says, 
'Brother, I now present you with the tools of a Mark Mastw, 
(Mre he points them out in the carpet. or in the chart,) which are I 
the chisel and mallet; they are thus explained; the chisel morally ~ 
demonstrates the advantages of discipline and education; the 
mind, like the diamond in its original state, is rude and unpolillh-
ed, but as the effect of the chisel on the external coat, sooyre
sents to view the latent beauties of the diamond, so education 

. discovers the latent beauties of the mind, and draws them forth 
to range the large field of matter and ,spal'e, to display the IIUIU

mit.of human knowledge, oilr duty to Gild aod mao. 'The mal
let morally teachl's to correct irregularitiell, and to reduce man t. 
a proper level; so thHt by quietdt'portment, he may, in the school ' 
of discipline, learn to be content. What thE' mallet is to the 
work'llt'o, enlip;htened reason is to the passions; it curbs ambition, 
it depresses envy, it moderates anger, and it encI·urages g~ 
dispositions, whence arises' amorlg good masonH that comely order, 

'Which nothing eartbly gives, or can destroy, • 
The 801I1's calm 8I1n~hine, and the heartfelt joy.' 

The W. Master thell delivers the followilJl! charge to the caa~' 
didate, which completes the cereIT.ony of advancement to tbiB 
degree. (For the charge, see Monitor.) 

CEREMONY OF CLOSING A LODGE OF MARK MA8()NS. 

The Worshipful }('aster says, 'Bruther Junior Warden,~$
semMe the brethren, and form a procession for tbe purpoRe Dr 
closing the lodge.' The brethreo then assemble and com id'l1ce 
a cir"ular march, singing the song. 'Mark Masters \tV appear,' 
(see Webb's Monitor, page 82,) with the ",ame ceremony as des
cribed in another part of this degree. After the song ill i:omplet~ 
ed, the brethren compare the wages they have received. a ' d find 
ing that all have received alike, (one pellny or cent, ) tile- Q~g. 
to murmur among themselvps, some pretending tn think th, ~'" 

, .~ht to have more, as they have done al l the lallDr-;thpY' n,o'!Ilt, 
throw dowo.heir wages upon the altar'-declaring if they caupot 
be dealt justly with, they will have' nODB. The W o~s ' mt\( 
Master calls to order, and demands the cause of the Cogf~slon •. ' 
Some brother answers" 'Worshipful, we' are not satisfied \v1th th 
manner of paying the workmen; for we find those wh.o h;ill , 
done nothing, and even the candidate just received, is pai" , I~s~' 
as mueh as we, who have borne the heat and burden of the ~ay" 
,M..-er says, 'it is perfectl1 right.! Brother. 'It oannot ~ Pi. 

12 
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-it is very unreuooable' Master. 'Hear what tl\~ law says on 
this subject.' He then reads the fonowing parable, Mat. xx. 1, ~ 
16: 'For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a. man that is a 

• householder, which went out earl~ in the morning to hire labor
ers into his vineyard. And when he bad agreed With the labor
ers fer a penDy a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And be • 
went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the 
aarfet-piace, and said unto them, Go ye also into d1e vineyard; 
abd whatsoever is right, I wilf give you. And they went their 
way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did 
likewise. And about the eleventh hoUr he went out, and found 
ethers standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand 18 here all 
Cbe day idle? they say unto him; Because no man hath hired us. 
He saith onto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatso
ever is right, that shall ye receive, So when even was· cou;ae, 
dle lord of the vineyard said unto bis steward, call the laborers, 
aDd give them their. hire, be8imring from the last unto the first.. 
Aod when tbey came that were hired about the eleventh hour, 
they received every man a penny. But when the first came, 
they supposed that tbey sbould have received more: and they 

. likewise re~eived every man a penny. And whentbey bad re
. CeiVed it, they murmure4 against ~he good man of the house, 
. saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast 

! 

made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat 
of the day. But be answered one of them. and said, Friend, I 
do thee no wron~: didst thou not agree_ith me for a peoDY? 
j'ake that thine is,. and go thy way: I win give unto this last 
et~n as unto thee. Is it not lawful"" me to du what I wiD with 
;~ne . own? Is thine eye evil becKuse I am good! So the last 

. :. Shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chos-
en.' . (We leave it for the public to judge • .nth whatconsilltency. j 
Id.ng Solomon.in his day, could introduce,*. passage of the NeW' 
Testament, written long after, to settle a di~pute arising among 
his workmen. They will obse"e that many passages of the. • 
:rfew TestamllOt are introduced in this aod the following degrees, 
ptended to hlhe been org;QIized at the .building of the temple. 
WE' . make laO co~ents.) The brf\thren then clftclare them-
selves satisfied; the R~!l are given frop' Mark Master .down ta 
the Enterecl Apprentice, ,04 \he Master declares the lodg6 clos-

"'- .' 
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Lechwes on the 4th, or Mark Maste)J, degree. 
SECTION FIRST. 

Q. Are -you a Mark Master Mason? .11. I am; try 'InC; 
Q. By what will you be tried1 .11. By the engraving chisel and 
mallet. Q. Why by the engraving chisel and mailed .11. Be
cause they are, the proper masonic implements of this degree. 
Q. On what 'l/lS the degree foundedl .fl. On a certain key 
stone which belonged to the principal arch of king Solomon's 
temple. Q. Who formed this key stonel .fl. Our worthy 
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff. Q. What were the preparatory 
steps relative to your advaiu:ement to this degreel .fl I was 
caused to represent one of the Fellow Craft, at the building of 
'king Solomon's temple, whose custom it was, on the evE' of ev
ery sixth day, ta carry ~p their work for inspection, Q. Why 
was you caused to repre~nt these Fellow Craftsl .fl. Because, 
our worthy Grand Mallter, Hiram Abiff, had completed this key 
stone, agreeable to the original plan, and bt'fore he ;!ave oreers 
to have it carried up to the temple, was slain by three ruffians, as 
already represented in the preceding de/lrees; and it so happen-
ed that on the eve of a certain sixth day, as the craft were carry
ing up work for inspection, a young Fellow Craft discovered thi~ 
stone in the quarry, and from its sin~ular form and beauty, ,sup~ 
posed it belonged to ,some Jlart of the temple, carried it up for 
inspection. Q Who inspected it? .fl. The Grand Overseers, ' 
placed at the east, west, and south gates. Q. How did th~y in~ 
spect it? .fl. On its being presented to the J uninr Overseer ~at 
the south /late, he observed that it was neither an oblong or. a 
squ81-8, neither had it the regular DJark of a craft upon .it; ~ut' 
from its singular form and beauty was unwilling to reject jt,. there- ~ . 
fore ordered it to !le passed to the Senior Oversee)' at t~e. west 
-gate, for further inspection; who, for similar reasons, eu.#~Cfd it 
to pass to the Master Overs .. er at the e8l!t gate, \vho .h.~IQ..~~On; 
sultation w!th bis b~other Overseers, and they o?served ·;~a).~ ~, 
fore, that It was nt"ltber an oblong or square, neIther pit t1~ 
regUlar mark ~f the craft upon it; and neither of thEmCll lDg , 
Mark Ma~ter Masons, supposed it of 10 use in the buiJdil'! . If, 
hove it over among the rubbish. Q. How mllny Fellow, i. 
were there engaged at the building of the temple? .fl" ~~l\£1 
thousand. .. Q. Were not the Master Overseers liable to he riin
posed upDn by receiving bad work from the hands of sueha 'Va~t 
Dumber of workmen1 .!l. They were not. Q. How WUJ! thIS 
imposition prevented! .9.. By the wisdom of kin: .solomon~ 
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who wisely ordered, that the craftsmen who worked, should 
choose him a particular mark and place it upon all his work; by 
which it was known and distinguished when carried up to the 
building, and if appro\"ed, to receive wages. Q. .What was the 'I 
wages of a Fellow Craftt .11. A penny a day. Q. Who paid 
the craftsmen? .11. The Senior Grand Warden. Q. Was not 
the Senior Grand Warden liable to be imposed upon by impos-
tors, in paying oft' sl1ch a vast numbAr of workmen? .11. He 
was not. Q. How was dlis imposition prevented? .11. By the 
wisdom of king Solomon, who also ordered that every craftsman 
applying to receive wages, should presunt his right hand through 
a lattice window of the door of the Junior Grand Warden's 
apartment, with a copy of his mar" in the' palm thereof, at the 
same time giving a token. Q. What was' that token? (This' 
was before explained.) Q. What did it allude tol .11" To the 
manlier of. receiving wages; it was also to distinguish a true 
craftsman,' from an impostor. Q. What is the ponalty OD an im
~torl .11. To have his right hand chopp d off. 

SECTION SECOND. 

:" ,Q. Where was you prepared to be made a Mark Master Ma-
,~I)n? .11. In the room adjoiniug tile body of II just and lawfully 

constituted lodge of su.-h, duly assembled in a r!lom, or placel 
':represADting a work shop that was erected near the ruins of king 

, Solomon's lPmple. Q. How was you' preparedl .fl.. By being 
divested of my outward apparel and all money; my breast bare, 
with a cable tow four times about my body; in which situation I 
'was conducted to the deor of a lodge, where I gave four distinct 
,I~nocks. Q What dll thAse four distinct knock .. allude t01 .11. 
To the fourth degree of Masonry; it beinl[ that on which I was 
obout to enter. Q. What was >laid to you from without? .11. 
)Vho comes there1 Q. Your answer? .fl.. A, worthy brother" 
wh~ has be'en regularly initiated as an Entered lpprentiee, se"
~d a proper time as such; passed to the Fellow Craft; raised to 
thesublim~ degree of a Master Mason; and DOW wishes further 
'light in Masonry, by being ,rlvanced til the more honorable.cfe-

, , . Bree ,of a Mark Master Mason. Q. What furtbtir was ~ to 
, : '~:1~~ from within?' A I WIIS asked if it was of my own free will 
. ,~nd accord, I made this request; it I was and' truly 

. pared; worthy and well qualified; had nmu'I'leA. 

!,od exbibited specimens of my sk,n 
.,~ding degrees; all of which, being, al Ilsw'e~d'U1I~~lJJI!I! ~_W!_, 
l.was asked by what further right, or 
'~avor. Q. Your aD8wer1' .JJ.. 'By' 

r3;g,i;J}~~~_ft~i 
.> 4, 
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wo.rd. . Q. What was that pass wordT A. JopplI. Q. What 
did it allude t07 . .11. Tbe city of Joppa, the place where the. 
materials were landed, for building king Solomon's temple, after 
being prepared in the {orost of Lebanon, and carried there on 
floats, (by sea.) (Masonic tradition infonDS us, that the banks 
of this place are so perpendicular, that it was impossible to as
cend them without assistance from above, which was effected by 
brethren stationed there, with this strong grip; [this has been ex
plained,] wmch, together with the word JopfHI, bas since been 
adopted as a proper pass to be given before entering any well 
regulated lodge of Mark Master Masons.) Q. What further 
was said to you from within? .11. I was bid to wait till the Righ~ 
W orsbipful Master iQ the east, was made acquainted with my 
requeSt, and his answer returned. Q. When his answer was re
turned, what followed? .11. I was caused to enter the lodge. 
Q. On what did you enter1 .11. On the edge of the eopving 
chiSel, under the pressure of the Diallet, which was to' demon
strate the moral precepts Qf this degree, and make a deep add, 
JD8ti~ impression on my mirid and conscience. Q. How was 
you then disposed of? .11. I was conducted four times regularly 
round the lodge, and balted at the Junior Warden's in the 110utb;. 
where the same questions were asked, and answers returned rut 
at the door. Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of -,o.u't. 
A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in ttie 
west, where the same questiODlJ were asked and' tlJe·~~~.· . 
swers returned, as before. Q. How did the Senior Warden .Ii •. ' 
pose o{ you1 .11. He ordered me to be conducted to the Right 
Worsbipful Master in the east, where the Slime questiOil8 were' 
asked and answers returned, as before; who likewise dtlmande4 
of me, from whence I came, Ilnd whither I was travelling.. Q . 

. Your answerT .11. From the west, and travelling to the east. 
Q. Why do you leave the west, and travel to the east1. . JJ.. In 
search of light. Q. How did the Rigltt W orsbipful Maste~~ 
pose of you1 .11. He ordered me to be conducted back .to the 
west, {rom whence I came, and put in iPe care, of 'the . S&nior 
Warden, who taught me how to approach the east, the 1>lac~ of 
light; by adv~«ing upon four upriglit regular steps, to thefouidt. 
step, my feet forming a square, and nty body erect at the 8lt1i"F 
before the Right Worshipful Master. Q. What did the 1tiif~ , 
Worshipful Master do with youl .11. He made a Mark MaSter 
Mason.' Qfme. Q. Howl .11. In due form. Q. Wbat was . 
that due f~1 . A. Both knees bent, they forming a square,h?th 
my _dlJ .0Il.. holy bible, square, and compass, my bOdy belD~ 

.ereetj : in"wlii4fposture I took up0:lm~ the solemn oath, .or obh~' 
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galion of a Ha1;k Master Mason. Q. Have you that oath, Of 
obligationl .8.. I have. Q. Will you give it me? .8.. I will; 
with your assistance. (Here,. as in the preceding de~e, you 
repeat, after the Right Worshipful Master, I, A B. lItc. See 
oblilation, page 98.) Q. After your oath, or obligation, what 
follows1- .8.. Information was brought that the temple was ale 
most completed, but the craft was all in confWlion for want of a 
certain key stone, which none of them had been instrumental·to 
make. Q. What followedl .8.. King Solomon believiug in 
confidence, that our worthy Grand Master, Hiram AbifF, had 
completed this key stone agreeable to the original plan, ordered 
inquiry to be made among the Master Overseers, if a stone bear
ing a particular mark bad been presented to them for inspecuon; 
a.nd on inquiry being made, it was found that there had. Q. 
Whal followedl A. King Solomon ordered search to be made 
for the stone, when it was found. and afterwards applied to its in· 
tended Q8e. Q. What color wa.'1 the stone? .11. White. 
Q. What did it allude tot .a.. To a passage in scripture, where 
it lIaYS; 'To him that overcometh will I giv., to eat of 'he hidden 
manha, and I wiil give him a white stone, and in the "tone a new 
name written, which ne man knoweth saving hini tllat reeelveth.' 
Q What was that new namel A. The letters on the atone and the 

'initials of the words for which they stand, viz-H .. T W. S. s. 
'1'. K. S. Q. Of w~t use is this new name to you in Masonry? 
. .;fl. I~ ·was the original mark of'01lr worthy ~ Maater. Hiram 
Abiff, and is tbo general mark of this deJ!;ree, and the letlers 
fo~ the circle, in the centre of which, every brother of this de
gree places' his particular mark, to which his obligation alludes. 
Q. What followed? .8.. I was more ;ully instructed with the se
~rets .of this degree. Q. Of what do they consist! -I. Of signs 
and tokens. Q. Have you a "'ignl .8.. I have. Q. ,What is it 
called? .8.. Heave over. Q. What does it allude tot .8.. To 
the manner of heaving ovpr work that the Overseers said was un
tit for· the temple; also, the manner the key stone ~as hove over. 
Q. Have you any other signl .11. I have, tat the same time 
giving it.) Q. What is that? .11. The due .. guard of a. Mark 
l\'Iaster Mason. Q What does it allude tol .8.. To the penal-. 
ty of my obligation; whiclr is, that my right ear should be smote 

, off, that I might forever be unable to hear.the word, and Illy right' 
hand be chopped off, 8S the penalty of an imposto~j :if. I shoUld 
ever prove wilfully guilty of revealing any part of'lIl!' .()bl~tio.n. 
Q. Have you any further signl .11 •. I have. 'Q. Wh1W~_1 
.fl. •. The grand sign, or sign of distress. .Q. 'Wb!U~'" . • 
t01 ./1. To the mannei tho Fellow Crldls.~· " 

• ' .. : w • ~ • .' ~ '~l:' ""~ . 
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to the temple for inspection; also the manner I was taught to 
C8!IY my work, on my advancement to this degree. Q. Have 
you any o.ther sign? .d. I have not; but I have a token, (gives 
it to him.) Q. What j~ this? .fl. The pass-grip of °a l\'Iark . i 
Master Mason. Q. What is the name of it. .fl. 'Joppa.' Q. 
What does it allude to? .fl. The city of Joppa. Q. Havo you ~ 
any other token? A. I have. Q. What is this? A. The rent ,.. ..... 
grip of a MarL. Master Mason. Q. What is the name of it? 
.9.. Mark well. Q. What does it allude tol .11. To a pas!age 
of scripture, where it says, 'Then he brought me back the way 
of the gate ~f the outward sanctuary, which looketh toward the 
east, and it was shut; and the Lord said unto me, son of man, 
marlt well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with tbine ears, 
all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the house 
()f the Lord, and the laws thereof, and mark well the entering in 
of the house, ,with every going forth of the sanctuary.' Q. Who 
founded this degree? .11. Our three ancient Grand Masters •. Vl7. ° 

-Solomon, kinK of Israel, Hiram, I_ing of Tyrej aDd Hiram 
Abiff. Q. Why was it foundedl .fl. Not only as an honorary' 
reward, to be conferred on all who have proved themselvcs m~r
itorious in the preceding degrees; but to render it impossiblefe1-
a brother to suffer for the immediate necessities of life, when tbe 
price of his mark will procure them. Q. A hrother, p~e<lging hj!! 
mark, and asking a favor, who does he represent? .11. Oun}'or, 
thy Grand Master, Hiram Abitf, who was a poor man bue ~h. 
ac~ount of his great skill and mysterious conduct at toe ~I,tildipi& 
<if king Solomon's .temple, was mosl eminently distingum~\ ,~ 
Q .• A brother receiving a pledge, and granting a favor. 1,i<!ti! . . 
does he represent? .11. King Solomon, who was a rich:i4, . 
renowned for his benevolence. 0, .~ , :,r: 

• :l 

~--
THE PAST MASTER'S DEGR , . . ' • 

'.1. ~ ,. 

This degree is very simple, although Monitor writers say m 
'about it. It is necessary that a Master Mason should takl! -t¥s . . 
degree, before he can, constitutionally, preside over It lo'dg ot 

. Master Masons, as Master of it; and when a Master Mason is 
elected Master of a lodge, who has not previously received the 
Past Master's degree, it is then conferred upon him, often with
out any' otber ceremonies thlm that of adminiStering the . obliga-
tion. . . . . . 

This· lodge is opened and closed, in tilo same manner that the 
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lodges of the first three degrees are; the candidate petitions, ani 
is ballotted for in the same manner, but he is received into the 
lodge in a very different manner. He is conducted into. the lodge 
without any previous preparation, when the presiding officer ris
es and says, 'brethren, it is inconveDlent for me to serve you any 
longer, as Master of this lodge. I wish you would select some 
other brother for that purpose." The candidate is nODJinated, the 
usual forms of ball otting for officers are tl,len 4ispensed with. and 

. a vote of the lodge is taken, by yeas and nays. The candidate 
is' ele(lted, and generally refuses to "erve, but h& is, eventually, 
prevailed on to accept; whereupon, the presiding officer ad
dresses the.Master elect in the words following, viz: 'Brother, 
previous to your investiture, it is necESsary that.you assellt to 
those ancient charges and regulations, which point out the duty 
of a Master of a lodge. . . 

1. You agree to be a good man, and true, ann strictly to obey 
the 1D0rallaw. 

2. You agree to be a peaceable subject, and cheerfully to con
form to the laws of the country in wbi,·q you reside. 

3. You promise not to be con(~erned in any plots or conspira
cies against government; but patiently to submit tp the decisions 
of the supreme legislature. 

4. You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate, 
to work diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all men. 

5. You agree to hold in veneration the original rules and pat~ 
rons of l'rlasonry. and their regular suc('eS80rs, supreme an~ sub
ordinate, according to their stations, and to submit to the awards 
and resolutions of your brethren, when convened, in every case 
eonsistent with the constitution of the order. . 

6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, and to guard 
against intemperance and excess. . 

7. You agree to be cautious in carriage and behavior, cautious 
to your brethren, and faithful to your lodge. 

8. Y{)U promise to respect genuine bretbren, and discounte
nance impostors, and all dissenters from the original plan of Ma
.80n.ry •. 

9: You agree to promote the general good of society, to cul
. tivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of the 
u~. . 

. 10; You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master, fot the' 
'.time being. and to his officer whl'n duly instaIIed; strictly to COD

.t'cirm to every edict of the Grand Lodge or general assembly or 
. ~asons, that is not subversive of the' principles and grourid worls 
.Of Masonry.'. : ", 
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11. You admit that it is not in the power of any man, or body 
of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry. 

12. You promise a regular attel\dance on the committees and 
communications of the Grand Lodge, on receivicg proper notice, 
and to pay attention to all the duties of Masonry on convenient 
occasions. ' 

13. You admit that no new lodge, can be formed without per
mission of the Grand Lodge, and that no countenance be given 
to any iJ:regular lodge, or to any person clandestinely initiated 
therein, being contrary to the ancient charges of the order. 

14. You admit that no person can be regularly made a MasoD 
in, or admitted a member of, any regular lodge, without previous 
notice, and ~ue inquiry into his character. 

15. You agree that no visitors shall be received in your lodge 
without due examination, .md producing proper vouchers of their 
having been initiated into a regular lodge.' 

The presiding officer thel! asks the Master elect (candidate) 
the following question; which he must answer in the affirmative. 

,Q. 'Do you submit to these charges and promise to support 
these regulations, as Masters have done, in all ages, before yo-' 
.0.. 'I do.' The presiding officer then addresses him. 'Brother 
A B, in consequence of your cheerful conformity to the ebaiges 
and regulations of the order, you are now to be installed M .... 
ter of this degree; in full confidence of YOUI care, skill and ca· 
pacity, to govern the same. But previous to your invelllltcul'et it: 
is necessary you should take upon yourself the solemn oath, or 
obligation, appertaining to,this degree; if you are willing to take, 
it upon you, you will please to kneel' before the altar, when you: 
shall receive the same.' (Here lodges diKer very materially" 
but thia is the most prevalent mode of proceeding.), The CBft

didate then kneels on both knees, lay8 botb hands on' the Holy 
:Bible, square, and compass, and takes the following eath, or ob. 
Jigation:-'I, A B, of my own f~ee will and accord, in presence 
of Almighty God, and this Worshipful lodge, of Past ,Master
Masons, do hereby and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely 
pr.omise and swear, in addition to my former obligations, that I 
will not give the degree of Past Master Mason, or any of the se-
crets pertaining thereto, to anyone of an inferior degree, nor to -f 

any person in the known world; exrept it be to a true and law~.d. 
brother, or brethren, ,Pa~t Master Masons, or within the body of .. 

. a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such; and not unrohilD . 
or unto them whom I shall hear so to be, but unto him and thecil 
only, whom I shall find so £~be, after strict trial and examination. 
or lawful informatioD. Furthermore, do I promise, apd swear, 

K 
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that I will iill JSigf±S aEid ,lUmmoiis, sf±nt, thriiWnt 
handed, or giJSiin, f¥'Om the hnnd of b,othiir (,f fbi( ong-ren, (?r 
from the body of a jU?5t aud lawfiilly Qon?5tituh'~ lodgn uf Pa,'lt 
ll1asters, provided it be within the letigth of my (able,tow. F ,rther-
more, do I promi(e and ?HII(M, that I ,.,ill theuoust&ti?tiun 
of too General Grund noyal Arch Ch(ptnr Uuitud St.ut??8 uf 
America, also, tbat of the G",nd Ch"pter of the Shtr, of--~ 
under which this lodg'? held, nnd (,(",fo,m t" all the by-law" 
rules, and regulations "f nr ,ny ?5thnr lodge, of '05'hicb I mny 
at any time De-reaiwr beczzme mtrsmbeT, far aT in my 7"?oi>e;r. 
FUrUlennore, du I promise and Tw;rar, that I will Il?1t ns~si, or be 
pr68ent at tile conferrmj! of thiT dugree upo?? 4511Y ,.,b,:. 
has not, to the best of my knowledg" !?ud bn.i€Z 
ed the degrees of :Ent/'red !i.ppregtiee, lEd!o?? :ftr1.·t5t!5f' 
,Mason, and Mark r.laster, or b,',?.frU elected MaLPif'±" of r~eb:s.
lodge of J\'iaster Masons. Furtherm?e,e, dn I premis," alffid gW0?&r? 
that I will aid and assist all poor and indigc"ilt Pa8E Dolag'0?T Mu, 
80ns, their widows and orphans, whereeer dit5perEed round mu 
globe? they appl.\ iog to me as such and I findixlg thEm wgrLily, 
so far as in my power, without material iZijmy to mysdf or fik.trni, 
Iy. Furthermore, do I promise and swe[?r, that thu SEcret:! 
brother of this degree, delivered to me in (,hergu as ,melil, shlill 
remain as secure and inviolable io my breast, es thEy were in hi±> 
own, hefort'. communicated to me; murder and treaEon e0?ceptt5d, 
and lQ.08e leil: to my own election. Furthermore; d<? I prZ?miS?i 
and sweflr, that I will not wron/l: this lodge, nor. a bwwe, thie 
degree, to the value of one cent, knowingly·myself, nor suffet5 it 
tu he done hy others, if w my power to prevent it. Furthermgre, 
do I promise and swear, tbat I \\111 not govern this lodge, gOt5 

any other over which I may be called to preside, in a baughty, 
arbitrary, or impious lJIanner; but will at all times, use my utmost 
elWeagOrs to pr~serve peace and harmony among the brethren. 
Furth??rmore, do Jpromise and swear, that I wiil never open a 
ludge ?pf Master :Ma>lons, unless there be present three regular 
}Ia,te?' Mat5ons? besides the Tyler, nor close ihe same, withuut 
giving a lectuTe, or some section, or part of a lecture, for the in
strui',t!?pn of the lodge, Furthermore, thaH wiil not, knowingly, 
8431 h' en¥" lod1!e where any onp, presides, who has oot received 
the degn;z? fif ~Past Mas!e;, CJ"bis last point is, in many lodges, 

. elitifelv umitted. ilnsome, the two last.) AU which, I do most 
't;i1em~ly and sincel"l'!Y promise and swear, with a fixed and 
st2:jady pmpnsE of mind, to keep and perform the same; binding 
~y$ulf undnr?frO less,penalty? than to have my tongue spiitirvm 
tIP tG i%'out; that I nJlght for ever thereafter, be unable to P"'"" 
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nODoce the word, if ever I should prove wilfully guilty of viola
ting any part of this, my solemn oath, or obligation, of a Past 
Master Mason. So help me God, and make me steadfast to 
keep and perform the same.' 

The obligation being administered, the candidate rises,- and 
the Master proceed8 to give the sign, word, and grip of this~e
gree, as follows. The sign (sometimes called the due-guard,) 
is given by laying the edge of the thumb of the right hand in a 
vertical position, on the centre of the mouth, high enough to touch 
the upper lip. The word is given by taking eacb other by the 
Master's grip, and pulling the insides of their feet together, when 
the Master whispers the word, Gtblem, t in the ear of the candi
date.. Then they clap their left hand on each other's right arm, 
between the wrist and elbow, disengaging, (at the same moment,) 
their right hand from the Master's grip; they eacb seize the left 
ann of the oilier with their right bands, bt'tween the wrist and el-' 
bow. and, (almost at the same instant.) yielding their left band 
hold on each other's right arm, and moving their left hands with 
a brisk motion, they clasp each other's right arm with their left 
hands above the elbow, pressing their fingel" nails bard against the 
arms: as they shift their hands from place to place. the Master 
says, (in union with these movements,) '}<'rom grips to spans, and 
from spans to grips, a twofold cord is strong, but a three10ld cord 
is not easily broken.' The Master then conducts the candidate 
to the chair, and, as he ascends the steps, the Master says, 'Bro
ther, I now have the pleasure of conducting you into the oriental 
chair of kir)g Solomon;' places a large cocked hat on his head, 
and comes down to the front of the newly installed Master, anti 
addresses him as follows:-'Worshipful brother, I now present 
you with the furniture and various implements of our profession; 
they are emblematical of our conduct in life, and will noW be 
enume:ated and explained as presented.' 

'"fhe Holy Writitagl, that great light in Masonry, will guide 
you to all tru.th; it will direct your path to the temple of happi. 
ness, and pomt out to you the whole duty of man. The Squtif'~ 
teaches to regulate our actions by rule and line, and to harmon
ize our conduct by the principles of morality and virtue. The 
CompfUI teaches to limit our desires in every station; thus rising 

... In some lodges, the Master takes the candidate by the Master's gnp, 
and says, 'Brother, you wiD please rise,' assisting him. . .. 

t There is much diversity of o~nioD, amon, Masons, respecting this word; 
. some insist that Giblem is the nght word; others, that Gibelum is the right 

word:-the latter word was rejected because it was used by 'Jachin tulil 
Boaz.' 
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to eminence bymerit, we may live respected, and die regretted. The 
Rule directs, th~'we should punctually observe our duty; press 
fofWlll'd in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the right or 
to the left, in all our actions have etemity in view. The Line 
teaches the criterion of moral rectitude; to avoid dissimulation in 
conversation and action, dIld to direct our steps to the path that 
leads to immortality. The book 9/ C07&IItituti07&ll you are to search 
at all times; cause it to be read in your lodge, that none may pre
tend ignorance of the excellent precepts it enjoins. Lastly; you 
receive in charge the by.law of yOl;lr lodge which you are to see 
carefully and punctually executed. 

'I will also present you with the mallet: it is an emblem of 
power. One stroke of the mallet calls to order, and calls up the 
Junior and Senior Deacons; two strokes calls up all the subor
dinate officer;;; and three, the whole lodge.' The following cluu-ge 
is then delivered to the newly installed Master, (alias, candidate,) 
by the former Master. , 

'Worshipful Master, being appflinted Master of this lodge, you 
cannot be insensible of the obligations which devolve on you, as 
their head; nor of your responsibility for the faithful discharge of 
'tire important duties annexed to your appo~ntment. The honor, 
usefulness, and reputation of your lodge, will materially depend 
on the skill and assiduity with which you manage its concerns; 
while the happiness of its members will be generally promoted" 
in proportion to the zeal and ability with which you propagate the 
genuine principles of our institution. For a patwm of informa
tion, consider the luminary ,of nature; which, rising in the east, 
regularly diffuses light and lustre to all within its circle. In like' 
manner, it is your province to spread and communicate light and 
instruction to the brethren of your lodge.' Forcibly impress u~n 
them the dignity and high importance of Masonry, and seriously 
admonish them never to disgrace it. Charge them to practice 
out of the lodge, those duties which they have been taught in it; 
and, by amiable, discreet, and virtuous conduct, to convince man
kind of the goodness of the institution; so that, when anyone is 
said to be a member of it, the world may know that he is one to 
whom the burdened heart may pour out its sorrows-to whom dis
tress may prefer its suit-whose hand is guided by justice, and 
his heart expanded by benevolence. In short, .,y a diligent ob
servance of the by-laws of your lodge, the constitution of Ma
sonry, and, above all, the holy scriptures, which are given as a 
rule and guide of your faith, you will be enabled to acquit your
self with honor and reputation, and lay up a crown of rejoicing, 
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wbich shall continue when time shall be no mi·· ~ The Mu
ter then says to the newly installed Master, ',. ¥~ you' to 
the government of your lodge.' He then re to~.~seat, and, 
after a moment or two,rises and addresses, the candidate, (now 
in the chair as Master;) 'Worshipful Master, in consequence of 
my resignation, and the election of a new Master, the seats of 
the Wardens have become vacant. It is necessary you should 
have Wardens to assist you in the government of your lodge.
The constitution requires us to elect our officers by ballot, but it 
is common, on occasions of this kind, to dispense with those for
malities, and elect by ayes and noes; I move we do so on the 
present occasion.1 The question is tried and carried in the af
firmative. 

The Master has a right to nominate one candidate for office, 
and the brethren one. Here a scene of confusion takes place, 
which is not easily described. The newly installed W Of'8hipJul 
is made the butt for .every WOf'thy brother to exercise his w~ up
on. Half a dozen are up at a time, soliciting the Mas&er to 
nominate them for Wardens, urging their several claims, and de
crying the merits of others with much zeal; others crying out,- . 
'Order, Worshipful! keep c..rder!' Others propose to dance, and 
request the Master to sing for them: others whistle, or sing, or 
jump about the room; or scuffle, and knock down chairs or bench
es. One proposes to call from labor to refreshment; another 
compliments the Worshipful Master on his dignified appearance, 
and knocks off bis hat, orpuUs it down over his face; anodier in
forms him that a lady wishes to enter. If the Master calls to or
der, every one obeys the signal with the utmost promptness, and 
drops upon the nearest seat; the next instant, before the }Iaster 
can utter a word, all are on their feet again, aod as noisy as ever: 
finally, a nominal election is effected, and some prudent member, 
tired of such a ridiculoUs confusion, moves that the lodge be 
closed; which being .done, the poor, (and, if a stl'!lng6r,) much 
embarrassed candidate, bas his ·big hat taken from him, and is re
duced to the ranks; but, for his conSolation, the Worshipful Mas
ter informs him that the preceding scene, notwithstanding its ap
parent confusion, is designed to convey to him, in a striking man
ner, the important lesson, never to solidt, or accept any office, or . 
station, for which he does not know himself amply qualified. .. 

The LECTURE on the fifth, or Past Masters degree, ~:en
Yided into five sediODB. The first ~OD treats of the IDIIIJD8I' 

* This charge is frequeady omi~ when conferring the degree OD • caD
didate; but never, wluin really inataIling a Muter or a lodge. ' 

K2 
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of constituting a lodge of Master Masons. The second, treats 
of' the ceremony of installation, including the manner of receiv
ing clUldidates to this degree, as given above. The third, treats 
of the ceremOllies observed at laying the foundation stones of 
public structures. The fourth section, of the ceremony observ
ed at the dedieations of Masonic Halls. The fifth, of the cer
emony observed at funerals, according to rmeient custom, with the 
service used on the occasion. All the sections of this lecture, 
are printed in fuD in Webb's Monitor, from the 8ad to the 125th 
page; except such part of the second as relates to the indtretion 
of candidates, and the ceremony of opening and closing. . 

It ought to be here remarked, that the statement above is strict
ly correct. It includes all the ceremonies ever used in confer
ring the degree of Past Master; but the ceremonies are more 
frequently shortened by the omission of some part of them; the 
presenting of the 'various implements of the profession,' 8.nd 
their explanations, are often dispensed with; and still more often, 
the charge. By co~pa.ring this with the 2d section as descnbed 

. by Webb, the reader can see the whole ceremony of installing 
officers, on aD occasions. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER'S DEGREE.*' 
.1:1. ducription of the. cet'emoRiea flied in opening a lodge of 

. Moat Ezcellmt Mastera. . 

The lodge being called to order, the Most Excellent Master 
says, 'Brother Junior, are they all Most Excellent Masters in the 
south1' J. Warden. 'They are, Most Excellent.' Most Excel
lent Master. 'Brother Senior, are they all Most Excellent Mas
ters in the west1' S. W. 'They are, Most Excellent.' Most 
Excellent Master. 'They are in the east; (gives one rap, which 
calls up both Deacons.) Brother Junior Deacon, the first care 
of a Mason1' J. D. 'To see the door tyled, Most ·Excellent.' 
.M. E. 1\1. 'Attend to that part of your duty, and inform the Ty
ler that we are about to open this lodge of Most Exce\lent Mas-

. ters, and direct him to tyle accordingly.' J. D. stepl'to the door 
and gives six knocks, whi~h the 1.'yler answers ~th six more:-

... 'Be 18 not called Rabbi; (which is Master:) for one is your Master, 
even Christ, and all ye are brethren.' Matt. DiU. 8. Do ministers of the 
gospel, who are ',MOlt W_m,,{vl,' and 'Morl &ceUmI,Muten,' obey this 
collllllUld? . 
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J. D. gives one more, which the Tyler answers with one;-the 
door is then partly opened, when the Junior Deacon informs the 
Tyler that a lodge of Most Excellent Masteh! is about 'to be 
opened, and tells him to tyle accordingly; an~ then returns to hio; 
place in the lodge, and says, '}lost Excellent Master, the I~dge 
is tyled.' M. E. M. 'By wboml' J.~. 'By a Most Excellent 
Mastet: Mason without tbe door, armed with the proper imple
ments of bis office.' M. E. M. 'His dutY therel' J. D. 'To 
keep off all cowans and eave~droppers; and see that none pas..~ 
and repass, without permission from the chair.' M. E. M. 
'Your place in the lodge, brother Juniorl' J. D. 'At the right 
hand of the Senior WardeR in the west, Most Excellent.' 1\1. 
E. M. 'Your duty there, brother Junior!' J. D. 'To wait on thc 
Most Excellent Master and Wardens, act as their proxy in the ac
'tive duties of the lodge, and take charge of the door.' M. E. M. 
'The Senior Dea~n' s place in the lodgel' J. D. 'At the right 
hand of the Most .~xcellent Master in the east.' M. E. M. 'I 
thank you, brother. Your duty in the east, brother Seniorl' ,S. 
Deacon. 'To wait on the Most Excellent Master and Wardens; 
act as their proxy in tbe active duties of the lodge; attend to the 
preparation and introduction of c:mdidates; and receive and weI· 
come all visiting brethr~n.' M. E. M. 'The Secretary's place 
in the lodge, brother Seniorl' S. D. 'At the left hand of the 
Most Excellent Master in the east.' M. E. M. '1 thank you, 
brother. Your business there, brother Secretary?' Sec. 'The 
better to observe the Most Excellent Master's will and pleasure; 
record the proceedings of the lodge" and transmit a copy of the 
same to the grand chapter, if required; receive all monies and 
money bills from the hands of the brethren; pay them over to the 
Treasurer, and take his receipt for the same.' .M..1... M. "l'he 
Treasurer's place in the lodge?' Sec.' At your right hand, Most 
Excellent.' M. E. M. '1 thank you, brother. Yourdll~y thf're, 
brother Treasurerl' Treas. 'The better to observe the M'ost Ex
cellent Master's will and pleasure; receive aU monies alid mon
ey bills from the hands of the Secretary; keep a just and true ac
count of the same; pay them out by the order of the Most l.x
cellent Master, and consent of the brethren.' M. E. M'. 'The 

,Juniot Warden's place in the lodge?' Treas. 'In the south, M. 
Excellent.' M; E. M. 'I thank you, brother. Your business 
in the south, brother Junior?' J. W. 'As the sun in the south, at 
bigb meridian, is the beauty and glory of the day; so stands the 
Junior Warden in the south, the better to observe the time of high 
twelve; call the craft from labor to refresbment; superintend them 
during the hours thereof; see that none conven the bours of re· 

,-'.' . . 
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freabment into that of intemperance; or excess; call them again 
in due season; that the Most Excellent Master may have honor, 

. and they ·profit thereby.' M. E. M. 'The Senior Warden's 
place in the.lodgel' J. W. 'In the west, Most Excellent.' M. 
E. M. 'I thank you, brother. Your duty in the west, brother 
Senior?' S. W. 'As the sun sets in the west, to close the day; • 
so stands the Senior Warilen in the west, to assist the Most Ex
cellent ~Iaster in the opening of his lodge; take. care of tile jew
els and implements; see that none be lost; pay the craft their wa~ 
ges, if any be due; and see that none go away dissatisfied.' M. 
E. M. 'The Most Excellent Master's place in the lodge?' S. W. 
'In the east, Most Excellent.' M. E. M. 'His duty in the east, 
brother Senior?' S. W. 'As the sun rises in the east, to open 
and adorn the day; !l0 presides the Most Excellent Master in the 
east, to {)pen and adorn his lodge; to set his craft to work; gov
ern them with good and wholesome laws, or cause the same to be 
done.' (In some lodges the foregoing ceremollies are omitted~) 
M. E. M. 'Brother Senior Warden, assemble the brethren round 
the altar for the purpose of opening this lodge of Most Excel
lent Master Masons.' ,S. W. 'Brethren, please to assemble 
round the altar for the purpose of opening this lodge of Most 
ExcAllent Master Masons.' In pursuance of this request, the 
brethren assemble rOl\nd the altar, and form a circle, and !ltand in 
such a position as to touch each other, leaving a space for the 
Most Excellent·l\'Iaster; they then all kneel· on their left knee, 
and join hands, each giving his right hand brother his left hand, 
and bis left hand brother his right band; their left arms upper
most, and their heads inclining downward: all being thus situat
ed, the Most Excellent Master reads the following portion of 
scripture: Psalm xxiv.-'The earth is the LON's, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath 
founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who 
sbaIl ascend into the hill of the Lord 1 and who shall stand in his 
holy placel He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who 
bath not lifted up his soul UDto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He 
shall receive the blessing &om the Lord, and righteousness from 
~ God of his salvation. This is the generation of them that 
seek him, that seek thy face, 0 Jacob. Selah. Lift 11p your 
heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and 
the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of gl0rr.t 
The Lord, strong and mighty; the Lord, mighty in battle.. Lift 
up yOJ1r beads, 0 ye gates; even lift them up, ye ever1uting doors; 
and the Kiog of glory shall come in. Who is this lUng of g)o-
JYl The LOId of hosts; he is the lWIg of glory. SeJab," Tl1e 

Digitized by Coogle 



LIGHT ON I!USONRY. 117 

reading being ended, the Most Excellent Master then kneels, 
joins hands with the others, which closes the circle; they all lift 
tbeir hands, as joined together, up and down six times, keeping 
time with the words as the Most Excellent Master repeats them, 
one, two, three; one, two, three This is masonically' caU,·d bal
ancing. 'they then rise, disengage their hands, and lift iliem up 
above their heads with a moderate, and somewhat graceful, mo
tion; cast up their eyes. turning, at the same time, to the rigbt, 
they extend their arms and then suffer them to fall loose and 
nerveless against their sides. This sign is said, by ltlasons, to 
represent tlle sign of astonishment, made by ilie queen of Sheba, 
on first viewing Solomon's temple. The Most Excellent Mas
ter now resumes his seat, and says, 'Brethren, attend to giving 
the signs,' The Most Excellent Master the~ gives all the signs 
from an Entered Apprentice Mason, up to the degree of Most 
Excellent Master; in which they all join and imitate him. M. 
E. M. 'Brother Senior Warden, you will please to infonn brother 
Junior, and request him '0 infonn the brethren, that it is my will 
and pleasure that this lodge of Most Excellent l'Jaster Masons 
be now opened for despatch of business, strictly forbidding all pri
vate committees, or profane language, whereby the hannony of 
the same. may be interrupted, while engaged in their lawful pur
suits, under no less penalty than the by.laws enjoin, or a majori
ty of the brethren may see cause to inflict.' Senior Warden. 
'Brother Junior, it is the will and pleasure of the Most Excellent 
Master, that this lodge of Most Excellent Master Masons be 
now opened for despatch of business, strictly prohibiting all pri
vate cemmittees, or profane language, whereby the harmony of 
the same may be interrupted, while engaged in their lawful pur
suits, under no less,penalty than the by-laws enjoin, or a majority 
of the brethren may see cause to inflict.' J. W. 'Brethren, you 
have heard the Most Excellent Master's will and pleasure, as 
communicated to me by brother Senior-so let it be done.' 

CEREMdNlES OF INITIATION. 

The lodge being now opened, and ready for the reception of 
candidates, the Sepior Deacon repairs to the preparation room, 
where the candidate is in wait~, takes off his coat, puts a ca
ble-tow six times round his body, and, in this situation, conducts 
him to the door of the lodge; against which he gives six distinct 
knocks, which are answered, by the same number, by the Junior 
Deacon from within: the Senior Deacon then gives one kDQC~, 

. and the Junior Deacon answers by giving one more: the cWor IS 

then partly opened by the Junior Deacon, who says, 'Who comes 

Digitized by Coogle 



118 LIGHT ON MASONIlY. 

there1' Senior Deacon. 'A worthy brother, who bas been~
lvly initiated as an Entered .\pprentice Mason; passed to the 
degree of Fellow Craft; raised to the' sublime degree of Master 
Mason; advanced to the honorary degree of a Mark Master 
Mason; presided in the chair as Past Master; and now wishes 
for further light in Masonry, by being received and acknowledged 
as a Most Excellent Master.' Junior Deacon. 'Is it of his own 
free will and accord he makes this requestl' Senior Deacon. 'It 
is.? J. Deacon. 'Is he duly and truly preparedl' S. Deacon. 
'He is.' J. Deacon. 'Is he worthy and well qualifiedl' S. D. 
'He is.' J. D. '~!as he made suitable proficienCy in the preced
ing degrees?' S. D. 'He has.' J. D. 'By whatfurther right, 
or bonefit, doe15 he expect to obtain this favorl' S. D. 'By the 
benefit of a pass word.' J. D. 'Has he a pass wordl' S. D. 
'He has not, but I have it for him.' J. D. 'Will you give it to 
mel'S. D. whispers in the ear of the Junior Deacon the word, 
'RABBONI.' (In many lodges, the Past Master's word, 'GIB
LEJ.\<I,' is used as a pass word tor this degree, and the word, 
'Rabboni,' as the real word.) J. D. 'The word is right; since 
this is the case, you will wait until the Most Excellent Master in 
the east, is made acquainted with your request, and his answer 
retumed.' J. Deacon repairs to the Most Excellent Master in 
the east, and gives six raps, as at the door. M. E. M. 'Who 
comes herel' J. D. 'A worthy brother, who has been regularly 
initiated as an Entered ApPNntice Mason; passed to the degree 
of Fellow Craft; raised to the sublime degree of a Master Ma
son; advanced to the honorary degree of Mark Master Mason; 
presided in the chair as Past Master; and now wishes for further 
light in Masonry, by being received and acknowledged as a Most· 
Excellent Master.' M. E. M. 'Is it of his own free will and 
choice he makes this request'I' J. D. 'It is.' ~. E. M. 'Is he 
duly and truly preparedl' J. D. 'He is.' M. E. M. 'Is be . 
worthy and well qualifiedl' J. D. 'He is.' M. E. M. 'Has 
he made suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees!' J. D. 
'He has.' M. E. M. 'By what further right, or benefit, does be 
expect to obtain this favorl' J. D. 'By the benefit of a pass 
word.' M. E. M. 'Has he a pass word~' • J. D. 'He bas not, 
but I have it for him.' M. E. M. 'Will you give it to met' J. 
Deacon whispers, in the ear of the Most Excellent Master, the 
word, 'RABBONI.' M. E. M. 'The pass is right; since h~ 
comeS endowed with all these necessary qualifications, let him 
enter this lodge of Most Excellent Masters, in the name of the 
Lord.' The ca.bdidate is then conducted six tilDeS round the 
lodge, by ~he Senior Deacon, moving with the sun. The first 
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time tIley pass round the lodge, wben opposite the Junior War
den, be gives one blow with the gavel; ",hen opposite the Senior 
Warden he does the same; and likewise when opposite the :tIost 
Excellent Master. The second time round each gives two blows, 
the third, three; and so on, until they arrive to six. During this 
time, the Most Excellent l\olaster reads the following passage of 
scripture:-Psalm cw. 'I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the'house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand with
in thy gates, 0 Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that 
is compact together: 'tbither the tribea go up, the tribes of thc 
Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name 
of the Lord. It'or there are set thrones of judgment, tl1e thrones 
of the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they 
shall prosper that love thee. PeaAl he wit*n thy walls, and pros
perity within· thy palaces. For my brethren and companions' 
sakes, I will DOW say,. Peace be within thee. Because of the 
house of the Lord, our God, 1 will seek thy good.' 'i he reading 
of the foregoing is so timed, as not to be fully ended until the 
Senior Deacon and candidate have performed the sixth revolution. 
Immediately after this, the Senior Deacon and candidate arrive 
at the Junior Warden's station in the south, wben the samo ques
tions are ILtIked and the same answers returned, as at the door; 
(who comes here'/ &c.) Thc .IJlnior "ardclI then directs tbe 
candidate to paBs on to the euior "arden in the west, for fur
ther examination; where the saUic questions are asked and an
swers returned, as before. '{ he 'ernor "arden directs bim to 
be conducted to the Right W or"hipful ;\la~ter in the east, for fur
ther, examinatioll. • 'I be h. Y-. MaHte" asks the same questions 
and receiv,ea the sam"anSWl'r,;, as before. He then .says, 'Please 
to conduct the candidate back to the west, froUi whence he came, . 
and put him in the care of til(' enior \\ arden, and request bim: 
to teach the candidate how to approach'the cast, by advancing up-. 
on six upright regular step~ to the &ixth step, and place him in a 
proper position to take upon bim the solelJjn oath, or obligation, 
of a Most ·~xcellent Master Mason.' The candidlde jg conduct
ed back to the west, and put in care of the ~:enior \Y arden, who 
informs him how to approach the east, as directed by the Most 

. Excellent Master: The candidate kneels on both knees, and pla-
ces both hands OD the . leaves of an opened }iible, square, and 
compass, The MOlIt J;;xcellent M8Jiter DOW comes forward, and 
says, 'Brother, you are now placed ill a proper position to take 
upon you the solemn oath, or obligation, of a 1\'lost Excellent 
Master Mason; which I assure you, as before, is neither to aflect 
your religion, or politics. If you are willing to take it, repeat 
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your nanie, and say after me.' The following obligation is then 
administered. 

'I, A B, of my own free will an~ .accord, in pre~ence of AI-' 
mighty God and this lodge of Most Excellent Master Masons, 

• do hereby and hereon, in addition to my former obligations, most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will not give the 
degree of a Most Excellent Master to any of ,n inferior degree, 
nor to any other person, or persons, in the known world, except 
it \;Ie to a true and lawful brother, or breth~ft, of this degree, and 
within the body of a just and lawfully con!ltituted lodge of such; 
and not unto him nor them whom I shall bear so to be, but unto 
him and them only whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial 
and due examination, or lawful .information. Furthermore, do I 
promise and swear, thft I will ~bey all regular signs and sum
mons, given, handed. sent, or thrown to me from a brother of this 
degree, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge 
of such, provided it be within the len~ of my cable-tow, jf in 
my power. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will 
support the constitution of the General Grand Royal Arch l:hap':' 
ter of the United States of America; also the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the state of , under which this lodge is 
held, and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of 
this, or any other lodge, of which I may, at any time hereafter, 
become a member. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that 
I will aid and assist all poor and indigent brethren of this degree, 
their widows and orphans, wheresoever dispersed around the globe, 
as far as in my power, without injuring. myself, or family. Fur
thermore, do I promise and swear, that the secrets 9f a brother of 
this degree, given to me in charge as sucb~ and I knowing them 
to be such, shall remain as secret and inviolable in my breast as 
in his own, murder and treq.son excepted, and the same left to my 
own free will and choice •. Furthermore, do J promise and swear, 
that I will not wrong this lodge of Most 'Excellent 1\'laster Ma
sons, nor a brother of this degree, to the value of any thing, 
knowingly, mYi3elf, nor suffer it to be done by others; if in my 
power to prevent it; but will give due and timely notice of all ap
proaches of danger, if in my power. Furthermore, do I prom
ise and swear, that I will dispense light and knowledge to all ig
norant and uninformed brethren, at all times, as far as in my pow
er, without material injury to myself, or family. To all which, I 
do most solemnly swear, with a fixed and steady purpose of mind 
in me, to keep and perform the same; binding myself under no 
less penalty than to have my breast tom open, and my heart and 
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vitals taken from thence, and exposed to rot on the dunghil, if 
ever I violate any part of this my solemn oath, or obligation, of a 
Most Excellent Master Mason: so help me God, and keep me 
steadfast iii the due performance of the same.' 'Detach your 
bands and kiss,the book.' 
. The candidate is now requested to rise, and the Most Excel
lent Master. gives hiIn the sign, grip, and word appertaining to 
this degree. The sign is given by placing your hands one on 
each breas\, the fingers meeting in the centre of the body, and 
jerking them apart as though you were trying to tear open your 
breast: it alludes to the penalty of the obligation. The grip is 
given by ~. each other by the right hand, and clasping them 
so that each compress the third ~er of the other with his thumb. 
(If one band is large and the other small, they cannot both give 
the grip at the same time.) It is called the grip of all grips, be
cause it i.!l said to cover all the preceding grips. The Most Ex
cellent holds the candidate by the hand, and puts the inside ofhis 
right foot to the inside of the candidate's right foot, and whispers 

. in his ear, 'RABBONI.' In some lodges, the word is not giv-
en in a whisper, but in a low voice. After these ceremonies are 
over, and the members seated, some noise is intentionally made, 
by shuffling the feet. . 
. M. E. M. 'Brother Senior, what is the cause of this comu
sionl' S. W. 'Is not this the day set apart for the celebration of 
the cape-stone, Most Excellent1' M. E. M. '1 will ask brot)J.er 
Secretary. Brother Secretary, is this the day set apart for the 
celebration of the cape-stone?' Secretary, (looking in his book,) 
'It is, Most Excellent.' M. E. M. 'Brother Senior Warden, as
semble the brethren, and form 8 procession, for the 'purpose of 
celebrating the cape-stone.' The brethren then assemble, (the 
candidate stands aside, not joining in the procession;) form a pro
cession double file, and march six times round the lodge, against 
the course of the sun, singing the folloWing song, and giving all 
the signs from an Entered Apprentice to that of Most Excellent 
Master. When opposite the Most Excellent Master, the first 
time they march round the lodge, each member gives the first 
sign of an Entered Apprentice, and preserves it until he nearly 
arrives opposite the Most Excellent a second time, then gives the 
second sign, and continues,it in the same manner, and so of all 
others, up to that of this degree, sa~, 

L 
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'All baiI to the morning, that bide us rejoice: 
The temple's completed, eDit hiP eWl yoiee. 
The cape-stone is finished-our labor is o'er, 
The BOund of the gavel shall bail 118 no more. 

'To the JIOwer Almighty, who ever has guided 
The tribes of old Isri&el, enltiug their fame; 

To Him, who bath goyerned our hearts undivided, . 
Let's ..end forth our vows to praise his great naDle. 

'Companions, aBIIemble on this joyful day, • 
(The occasion is glorioll8.) the key-Blone to lay; 
Fulfilled is the promise, by the ANCIIIiJIT of DATS, . 
To bring forth the cape-stone with Bhoutintl and prailll1. 

(The key-stone is now produced and laid on the altar. I 

'There ill no more oceuioll for level ~r plumb-line, 
For trowel or gavel, for compass or Bquare:* 

'Om' works are completed, the uk safely seated, t 
, And we shall be greeted as wolkmen most rare. 

'Names; those that are worthy CMJI'tribes, who have shared 
. And proved themselves faithtiil, sball meet their reward: 

Their virtue and knowledge, industry and skill, 
Have our approbation-have gained our good will 

'We accept and receive them,t Most Excellent Mastcl'l; 
Trusted with honor and power to preside 

Among worthy eraft.men, where'er assemble, 
The knowledge of Masons to spread far and wide. 

'ALMIGHTY JEHOVAH,II descend now and fill 
This lodge with thy glory, OIl\' hearts with good win: 
Preside at our meetingl aniat DB to lind 
True pleasure in, teaehiDg good will to mankind. 

'Thv wisdom inseired the great institution; 
thy strength shall support it till nature eJ:pire:~ 

And when the creation shall fall into ruinl . 
Ita beauty, shaH rise through the mist 01 the fire.'§ 

* Here the bre~ divest thenl:se1ves m their jew~ !lUbes, af'I'CIU. &e. 
t The ark, whIch bad been carned by two brethren III the prOCllBllion, i. 

here placed. on the altar. . 
. t :At these words the caJididate is received into the ~. 
,II Hete aIIluaeel in. eirc1e'rmmd,the altar. 
t At the time the ark is placed on the altar, there is also placed '011 it II; pot 

,. 1DC8ne, to which fire is COIIUnunicated by the Most 6ceHent Muter, 
just as the last line of the BOugis sung: s:!'11 to contain inceDse, is BOme-
times an elegant silYer urn; bot if the I is too poor to afIOrd that, It 
COlDlDOll tee.-pol, with spout and handle 0.: IIIIIIW ... every p1IJ'JI08t: 
-{or incenae BOIIle piecee of peper are cliPi"d ill spiritI of turpeDtiDe • 
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LIGHT ON IlUeXBY. 1. 
The members now all join h8Ilda, as in OpeaiDg; and wIaile in 

this attitude, the Most Excellent reads the following'paseage of 
scripture:-2 Cbron. vii. 1-4. 'Now when Solomon bad made 
an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consum
ed the bumt-otrering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord 
filled the bouse. And the priests coUld DOt enter into the house 
of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord bad fined the Lord's 
bouse. And when all the- children of Israel saw how the fire 
came down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bow
ed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, 
and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying, FOR HE 18 
GOOD,*' FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOR EVER.' 
The members now balance six times, as before; in opening, rise 
and balance six times more, disengaging themselves &om each 
other, and take their seats; the Most Excellent Master then de
livers the following charge to the candidate:-

'BROTHER, 'your admittance to this degree of Masonry, is a 
proof of the good opinion the brethren of this lodge entertain of 
your masonic abilities. Let this consideration induce you to be 
careful of forfeiting, by misconduct and inattention to our rules, 
that esteem which has raised you to the rank you now poseeu, 
, 'It is one of your great duties, 8.'1 a .l.\'lost ExceU.e~t Master, to 

dispense light and truth to the uninformed Mason; and I need 
not remind you of the impossibility of ~olDplying with this obli
gation without possessing an accurate acquairi~ance with the ~ 
tures of each degree. 

'If you are not already completely conversant in all the de
grees heretofore co~ferredonyou, ,remember, that an indulgence, 
prompted by a bebef that· you will apply yourself with double 
diligence to make yourself 80, has induced the brethren to accept 
you. • 

'Let it, therefore, be your unremittiiig study to acquire such a 
degree of knowledge and information as shall enable you to dis
charge with propriety the various duties ' incumbent on you and to 
preserve unsullied the title now conferred upon you of ~ Most 
Excellent Master.' , 

After this a ~otion ,is ~e. by some of the members, to close 
the lodge. This motion ~~ accepted and received, the Moat 
Excellent says, 'Brother Jumor Warden, you will please assem-

'" At the words ''for He is good," the Most Excellent Master who is hiP 
prie~ of the ~pter, kneels and jO~8 hands with the rest; tIleY all thenre
peat m concert the word., "For He is aood. forbis mercy endureth for ever," 
Bill: times, each time bowing their head810W towards the Soor. 
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bits me bnsmreil rilund the fo%' the purilose ckuiug 
lodge of Most Excellent Masters.' The V;rethren ~mmediateEY 
ass~m~le, ~und the altar in .a drcle, , and kneel on the. ri~t knee, 
put sbeIr SUg arm%' over ,c[nd Jom hanG", as ",,,fore, whll" "neeizns' 
in ~s positi?n, the Most :E;xcellent re~s the following Psalrn:~ 

~~!L3TI ~~~;~Vby:~t;;a~I;I~ ~e ho~s:d, ~~tg;::;~~mttft{ op 
your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord. The Lord that 

·n14mO heOi/Onan;L narth bless OU: of Exon.' 'E'he hlost 
c~lle~t then. closes the circle' as in when they balance 
SIX times, Shse bah1;;i:e sic[ time,; more, th;,;s hands, 
and give the signs dedores lodbe closod, 

~~ legally constituted bodies of ~?yal Arch :Masons a~e calI
Ild s.hapt;m;, at segulot bodk"et of ltetasonc[ of tt;" pre""dmg 
grees are called lodges. All the degrees irom Mark Master to 

~~tE A p±4rs~: ;~:~~,~k~;;~i~l;~:;"eti:n of R<>d~r h;:h Chad'· 

I~ under.stood as applying for all the degrees, unless he states in 
his ZSdpilc;stwn passzeular or d,stTees wish os to 
~eiv~. If you ask a Mark Master if he belongs to a (~hapter, 
he Si/ill ani/wer ltZlS, but has only been marked. If a person 
make applii:atior± for all dIe '%;sh.ee,,; and z,nshe" re,:alve thorn 
all at one time, he is frequently balloted for only on the mark de. 
gn44s, it d"i~ z,m4ierstond, if z;x:,;epkd on.&.\;;st, he· to 
ceive the whole. The members of't:hapters wl,o have received 
all the sthle Zlazzh other comI'nnions; if they have not reo 
ceiaod Hm ROdoE Ars,!; brothers. It a ppint of the 
:R.Oy~ Arch degree 'not to assist, or be present, at the conferring 
of this . begreeebon rm,re less t!;an cr,s,dida&.y" at une 
time.' If there are not three candidates present, One or ts'to 
CO;m±t,arulone, as the case mad be, volunte"'lr to represent candid. 
ato" so as to mz,ke thr, requi"ite nurr,ber; a as is bnzh
nically styled, and accompany the candidate or candidates through. 
at! the stndes exaltgtion. Everlt Chapter c<m"ist nt! a 
High Priest, King, Scrihe, Captain' the most, hrincip;,I Sojzmr
ner, Royal Arch Captain, three Grand l\'lasters of the Veils, 
Tlt'easur;::;.·, Seq;."tary, nnd manp meLnbBrs map be fmmd 
convenient for working to advanta/ie. In the lodges 'for confer-
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il.8 King as- Seaior· W .... , the Scribe as Junior 'Warda, the 
I)aptain of the Host, laS M&r8hal, or Master of ceremODiea, the 
principal Sojourner, as Senior Deacon; the ItoyaI Arch CaptaiD, 
as Junior Deacoll; the Muter of the &nt; seoond and third VeiIa, 
as Junior, Senior and Masaer Ovellleen; the Treasurer, Secretary, 
and Tyler, as officers of correspobdiog rauk. The chapter iJJ 
autborised to confer die degrees by a charter, or watrant from 
some Grand Chapter. .. £ 

The members being assembled, the H.iIh Priost caDs to .r 
ad demands of the Royal Arch Captain 'if aU present are R. A. 
MasOO8. The Royal Arch Captain ascertains and answers in the 
affirmative. ,The High Priest then directs him to cause the Ty
ler to be stationed, which- being done, the High Priest says, 
'Companions Royal Arcb Masons, you wiD please to clothe, and 
arrange yourself for the purpose of opening the chapter.' The 
furniture of the chapter is, tben ammged, the companions clothed 
with 8C8llot sashes and aprons, and the 6fficers _estell with the 
proper insignia of their respectiTe oftices, and repair to their prop
er stations. The High Priest then demands whether the ct.pter 
is tyled, and is answered the I!UIle as in a lodge. The stations 
~d duties of the offices are then recited, (see iet1ure, sec. 1st.) 
Aller the duties of the officers are reeited, the High Priest clireetB 
the captain of the hoat to auemble the companions at tile altar. 
The companions form a circle about the altar, all kneeling on the 
right knee, with their anna crossed, right arm uppermost and hands 
joined, leaving a space for the High Priest, who, reads the.follow~ 
ing passages of scripture, 2d Thess. iii. 6-18.", Now we com
mand you, brethren, that ye withdraw yourse)\.es from every 
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tlfdition that y6 
have received of us, for yourselves know, bow ye argbt to follow 
us, for we behaved not oUJ'8ekres disorderly among you, neither 
did we eat any man's bread for nought, but wrought with labpr 
and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable tQ.
of you; not because we have not power, but to make o~ 
IIUl ensample unto you to follow U$. For even when we we~ 
with you, this we commanded you, that if any man would not 
work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some, 
which walk among you disorderly, workiDg not at all, but are bu
sy.bodies. Now. them that are such, we command'and exhort, 
that with quietness they work and eat their own bread. But yes 
brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any man obey Dot 
our word, note dlat man and have no company with him, tIIat be 
may be ashamed. Yet cOunt him not as an enemy but admoai* 
him as a lKother. Now the Lord of peace hil.Dself, p.e you 
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peace always. TM salutiltion of .Paul, ~th· mine oft hand, 
which is the token, so I writel . (The readeris requested to com
pare tbia with the scripture--he will observe that the name of the 
Saviour is intentiooally left out.) The High PrieSt then takes his . 
place in the circle. The whole circle then balance with their arms 
three times three, that is, they raise their arms and let them fall 
upon their·kneu three times in concert, after a short pau¥ three 
times more, and after another pause three times more. '!'ben all 
break into sq~ of tI:uee, and raise the living aicll. . This is 
done by each comp8llion'iJ taking his left wrist in his right hand, 
and with their left hands, the three ~p each other'~ right wrists, 
and raise them aboye their heads. This constituteB the living 
arch, under which the Grand OmnificRoyal Arch word must be 
given, but it must ale<; be given by three times three. In opening 
the chapter this is done in the fonowing manner. After ~ three 
have joined hands they repeat these lines in concert, and at the 
close of each line raise- them above their heads, and say, 'AI! 
we three did agree, the s8.cred word to keep,' 'And as we three 
did agree, the sacred word ·to seareh,' . 'So we three do agree, to 
raise this Royal Arch.' At the close of the last line they keep 
their bands raised, while they incline their heads uRder them, ~ 
the first whispers in the ear of the second the syllable J A H, f6"e 
second to the third, B U H, and the third to the 1st, L U N. 
The sooond then commences, and it goes round again in the same 
manner, then the third; so that each eompanion pronounces each· 
syllable of the word." They then separate, each repairing to his 
stasion, and the High Priest-declares the chapter opened. 

The LECTURE of the ROYAL ARCH degree is. divided in
to two sOOtiOiI" The first section designates the appellation, 
.number and s~on, of the several officers, and points out the pur
pose and duty of their respective stations. 

QueBtion. Are you a Royal Arch Mason1 JJf&8Ww. I am tkat 
1 /1m. t Q. How shall I know you to be a R. A. Mason1 ;/1. By 
..1.-:-

*There isa.gre&t diftiirence in the manner of giving the R. A. word in the
different chapters. Sometimes it is given at the opening, as above stated.. 
sometimes they commence with the word GOD, each one pronouncing a let
ter of it in 8uccesslon, until they have each proRounced every letter of the 
word, then the word JEHOVAH, a syllable at a time, and then ilie word 
JAHBUHLUN, as described. There am also chaptenr ia which the latter 
word is not knOWDI and there are others in which the word is not given at 
all at opening. 

tel All TRU I ... ,.,' is one of the peculiar names of Deity, and to use it, 
as above, is, to say the '-', taking the name of God in win! How must the 
humble disciple of Jesus feel when constrained ,,.,, to lUlBWer the 'Iueation: 
Are you.& Royal Arch Mason? ' 
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three times three. Q. 'Where was you ~e a B.. A. M88GIl! 
.L In.a just . .oo I",y constituted chapter of B.. A. M88OII8, 
ecmsistiDg of Most Excellent, High Priest, King, aDd Scribe, 
Capt. of the Host, Principal SojO\lfDer, Royal A.reh Captain, and 

. the three Grand Masters of the Veil&, assembled in & room or 
place represtlnting the tabernacle erected by: our ancient brethren, 
near the ruins of king Solomon's temple. Q. Where is the High 
FJi68t stationed,. and what are his duties1 ./I.. Be is stationed in 
the sanctUm sanctorum.· His duty with the King and Scribe, to 
sit in the Gnind Council, to form plaos and give directiOllS to the 
workmen. Q. The. J{iog's station and duty1 ./l. At the right 
band of the Nigh Priest, to aid him by his . advice and counsel, 
aDd in his absence to preside. Q. The Scribe's station aDd dutyt 
./1. At ~e. left hand of· the High Priest, to assist him and the 
KiDg in the discharge of their duties, and to preside in their ab
sence. Q. The Captain of the Host's station and duty! A. At 
the right hand of the Grand Council, and to receive their orders, 
and see them duly. execu~. Q. The Principal Sojourner's sta
tion and dutyl ./1.. At the left hand of the Grand Council, to bring 
the blind, by.a way that they know not, to lead them in paths they 
have not known, to make darkness light before them, and crooked. 
tliings strait. Q. The Royal Arch Captain's station and duty? 
.p At thE' inner Veil, or entrance of the sanctum sanctorum; to 
gnard the 8&lDe~ and see that none pass but such as are duly qual
ified, and have the proper pass words and signets of truth. Q. 
What is the color of his banner? ./l. White, and is emblematical 
of that purity of heart and rectitude of conduct, which is es
sential to obtain admission into the divine sanctum sanctorum 
above. Q. The stations and duties of the three Grand Masters 
of the Vells? ./I.. At the entrance of their respective Veils; to 
guard the same and see that none pass but such as are duly quali
fied and in possession of the proper pass wl>l'ds and tokens. . Q. 
What are the colors of their banners? ./I.. That of the third, 
scarlet, which is emhlematical of fe"ency and zeal, and the ap
propriate color of the Royal Arch Degree. It admonishea us to 
be fe"ent in the exefClS6 of.our devotiona to God, and zealous in 
our endeavors to promote the happin(l8S of men. Of the second, 
purple, which being produced by a due mixture of blue and scar
let, the former of which; is the characteristic color of the sym
bolic, or three first degrees, and the latter, that of the Royal A~ 
degree, is an emblem of union, and is the· characteristic color of 
the intermediate degrees. It teaches U8 to cultivate and improve 
.ut spirit of harmony between the brethren of the symbolic de
~s, anti the com~ons of the sublime depes, 1V!Iidlsboul,l 
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ever distinguish the members of a society +,oundtid .w:&poD prin
'ciplef5 of 07veTh,§ti!f5fl¥: t,uth07nd i'07:dV&~~ pbiJ,,~~py. Of the 
first, blue, the peculilir color of th&-three anCient or sylnbolical. de-

~:~~: uS :::;':~~f~";~~ i:~:~J:= ~:::o~::d 
as 07XP07;18ivf5 as th~bll,e au:h. niff' b",,07en it.l!eH: 1¥~~ T~j b:rs~ 

!~."rs statio~ 8Jld duty? .Il. At the ~h.t h8Jld of the Capta!n of 
me bis ,mty m k076p juss anw:& iEeg,"ar l"'CO'imt liEf ab dle 
property ,,~, fsmds of the chapter placed in his hapds, and ex
hibit them to the c.hapter w.hen callRtI upon frlr .hiat .hlnrpsw:&oo. 
Qs T,e place in t.he s,haptf'ltl1 A. At the left of the 
prin?ipal Sojourner, his duty ~to issue the ~f.hers~ and noti£.ica'±ons 
z:>.t: biz: CupT,uor ltfficsRt" icnorsE the f'focnem:Ts ':e the clw.piw:&r £.w:&"p
er to be written, to receive all mOilies due to the chapter, and pay 
them (lVer ths; Trl~cnsnter. Tylef5'l' pEe076 07etrd .hgty? .fl. Tis 
stat~on is at the o~er avenue of the chapter, his duty ~ gu~rd 
agalDst th" apfcroackS of lSOWlRtS 07trld 07:,veRtdrUfpetrl:i±, 8J±±si SIw:&Eer 
none to pass or repass but such as are duly qualified. Tbe 1!IeC

ond section deinribr'l3 thr, method emcltatinn this 8ubzil1De Pe-

~::t of :!!0:~;:.n~::3;~ ;::s i;~:::~4 meA~t:~~:mm:nce-
cnd lnpallp con8titut,sd of Ropnli ATI'sch MasOs:l.8.' 

Q.Where.wa8 you prepared to be'made a R. A. Mason? A. 
a coom odJnlsent ths clh~'f,tec Qs Hs,Rt YS'u plt<3p8:fntl? 

A. In~ company of three,. I was hoodwinked? .with a cable-tow 
''''vennmcs ar'···nd '·ur hodl'~·Ss wh'·,c' ·~"ndihnn w"re s'c··n_ 
d~t;i·to the d~~r of th; cb;pter, and·;a~~ t~ give se;en'dis-

. f.i:sctRthich Rtero ansRterl:±.i by ll. likn numbec f'roRt withfnj 
and we were asked 'Who comes there?' Q. Your answer? Three 
Pretb.en, who .have becn regularly init.lnted as blnt45g45,d It.ppCen-

pa945ed ts, the degree of Fell,)w Crafts rai)fld to the sublime 
degree of Master Mason, advanced to the Inore .honorable degree 
sFf ·Mntk lElasl45t, presided ac Master8 in cht±i:r,45,~.cefn:d nnd 
received, as M. Excellent Masters, and now wish for furtner light 

Mlcconob, bb being enniteb &0 mnfe cc,Mirmldehtee Rl±Y-
al Arch Masons. Q. What was theD'said to youl AWe were 
45nked if WOfe d,dy ,±?,d pC<~pa..~45.d, mortby and wdz 
fied, had made suitable p'r~ticienc1 in the ~r~eding degre~, 8Jlcl 
Rtare properly nvo±:ehe: lor. AU wh.ioh, b!'lDfl¥: ansRtero," lD to.!!) 
I!ffirmntivil, Wh. merc asked bh what furt.herl'ight or benefit we ex
pectcliii to obtain tbis·favorl Q. Tour allSWerl A. By rile ben-
:sbt. 0& a p?,~'5B RtS,rd. Q. Huh YUi% that wOid1 A. We hR. 
not, but our conductor gave it for us. What was then said te 
y"u1 A. We mefn hiressf:ed "'Rtit tho QI'43Jld 
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COuncil could be informed of oar request aod their pleasu~e 
lmown. Q. 'ft'hat answer was returnedl A. Let them aDler 
under a living arch, and remember to stoop low, for be that hwn
bleth himself shall be exalted. Q. Did you pass under a living 
prchl A. We did. Q. How were you then disposed on A. 
We were conducted to the altar, caused to kneel, and take upon 
ourselves the solemn oath, or obligation, of a Royal Arch Mason. 
Q. Have you that obligationl A. I have. Q. Will you give it 
mel 

A. '1, A B, of my own free will and accord, in the presence of 
Almighty God, and this chapter of R. A. Masons, erected to God, 
and dedicated to the holy order of St. John,'" do hereby and hel"C
on, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, in addition to 
my former obligations, that I will not give the degree of Royal 
Arch Mason to anyone of an inferior degree, nor to any other bc
ing in the known world, except it be to a true and lawful compan
ion Royal Arch Mason, or within the body of a just and legally 
constituted chapter of such, and not unto him or unto them whom 
I shall hear so to be, but unto him or them whom I shall find so 
to be, after strict trial, due examination or legal information receiv
ed. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not give 
the Grand Omnific Royal Arch word, which I shall hereafter re
ceive, neither in the chapter nor out of it, except there be present 
two companions Royal Arch Masons,' whp, with myself, make 
three, and then by three times three, under a living arch Dot above 
my breath. Furthermore, that I will not reveal the ineffable 
characters belonging to this degree, or retain the key to them in 
my possession, but destroy it, whenever it comes to my sight. 
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not wrong thi~ 
chapter, nor a companion of this degree, to the value of any thing, 
knowingly myself, or suffer it to be done by others, if in my pow
er to prevent it. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will 
not be at the exaltation of a candidate to this degree, at a clan
destine chapter, J knowing it tQ be such. Furthermore, do I 
promise and swear, that I will nClt assist or be present 'at the ex
altation of a candidate to this degree, who has not regularly re
ceived the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master 
Mason, Mark Master,Past ~Iaster, Most Excellent Master, to 
the best of my knowledge and belie£ Furthermore, that I will 
not assist or see more· or less than three candidates exalted at 
one and the same time. Furthermore, that I will not assist or be 

*Or as it is at this time given in some chapters, 'to the honor of o\ll' an· 
"ient patron Zel'1lbbabcl.' • 

Digitized by Coogle 



130 LIGHT ON .dONRY. 

present at the forming or opening of " Royal Arch Chapter, un
less there be present nine regular Royal Areh Masons. Further
more, do I promise, and swear, that I will not speak evil of a 
companion Royal Arch Mason, neither beI1ind his back .oor before 
his face, but will ,apprise him of approaching danger if in ml 
power.. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will DOl 
strike a companion R. A. Mas<fn in aager, so asto draw his blood. 
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will support the con
stitution of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of·the United 
States of America, also the constitution of Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the state under which this chapter is held, and con
fGrm to all the by-laws, rules and regulatioDi of this, or any other 

.. ch8,pter of which I may hereafter become a member. Further
more, do I promise and swear, that I will obey all regular sigos, 
RUmmQns, or tokens given, handed, sent or thrown to me, from the 
hand of a companion Royal Arch Mason, or from the hody:of, a 
,iust arid lawfully constituted chapter of such; provided it be 'with- • 
m the length of my cable-tow. Furthermore, do I promise and 
.swear, that I will aid and assist a companion R. A. :&Iason, when 
eDgllged in any difficulty; and espouse his cause, so far as to ex
tricate him from the same, if in my 'power, whether he be right ur 
wrong. Also, that I will promote a companion R. A. MasQll~. 
political preferment in preference to another of equal.qualifica~ 
tions.* Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that a companion. 

> l\: A. }Iason's secrets, given me in charge as such, and I know
~ them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in my 
breast as in his own, murder and trllMon flQt llJ:cepted. t . Further
more, do I promise and swear, that I will be aiding and assisting 
all poor and indigent R. A. Masons, their widows and orphans, 
wherever dispersed uound the globe, so far as in my power, with
out material injury to myself or family. All which I most s0l
emnlyand sincerely promise and swear, with a firm aad steadfast 
.r8801ution, to perform the same, without any equivocation, mental 
reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me whatever; binding my
self under no less penalty, than that of having my skull smote 
off, and my brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun, 
should I ever knowingly, or wilfully, violate or transgress any 
part of this my solemn Oatli, or obligation, of a Royal Arch Ma-

*This clause is sOmetimes made a distinct point in the obligatioa in the 
following (0l!ll, via: FlJl1hermore, do • promise and swear, that.l_ will vote 
for a cornpaDion R. A. Ml1IIOn, before any other oC equal qualifiClltiolll'j and 
in some chapters, both are left out of the obligation. ~. • . 

tIn some chapters this is lUlmiaistered. All the secrets tit a ~panlon 
without cltception.· • . : " . 
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son. So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the performance 
of the same. 

Q. After receiving the obligation, what was said to yout A. 
We were told, that we were now obligated and received as R • 
.A.. Masons, but as this degree was infinitely more important than 
any of the preceding, it was necessary for us to pass through 
many trials, and to travel in tough and rugged ways to prove our 
fidelity, before we could be entrusted with the more important 
secrets of this degree. We were further told, that, though we 
could not discover the path ,!e were to travel, we were under the 
direction of a fai~hful guide. who would 'bring the blind by a way 
they know not, and lead them in paths they had not known; who 
would make darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight; who would do these things, and not forsake them.' (see 
Isa. xlii. 16.) Q. What followed? A. We were caused to trav
el three times round the room, when we were again conducted 
to the altar, caused to kneel and attend to the following prayer. 
(See this prayer, Monitor, p. 134.) Supreme Architect of uni
versal nature, who, by thine .1lmight) Word, didst speak into 
being the stupendous arch of heaven! And for the instructiqn 
and pleasure of thy rational creatures, didst adorn us with great
er and lesser lights, thereby magrtfying thy power, and endear
ing thy goodness unto the SOilS of men: We humbly adore and 
worship thine unspeakable perfection! We bless thee, that,. when 
man had fallen from his ionocence. and his happiness, thou didst· 
leave him the powers· of reasoning, and capacity of improve-. 
me!!t and of pleasure. ~ We thank thee, that, amidst the pains 
and calamities of our present state, so many means of refl'esh
ment and satisfaction are reserved to us, while travelling the· 
"'gged path of life; especially would we, at this time, render 
thee our ·thanksgiviog and praise for the institution,' as member!J: 
.f which we are, at this time, assembled, and for all the p~e~.: 
sures we have derived from it. We thank thee, that the ~w 
bere assembled before thee, have been favored with new induce- ' 
menta, and been laid under new and stronger obligations of vir'::: 
tue and.holiness.t . Maytbese obligations, 0 ble~sed Father!: . 
bavetbeir funefl'ect upon us. Teach us, )Ve pray thee, the true 

* If Masonry was e~ &0 ohristianity, this prayer would read veiy' 
aifterentiy; it would read thus:-CWe bless tIIee, that, whell man had falIM . 
from his mnoeenee and happine.sa,' thou didat Bend thine only Son, the Leid. 
Jesus C~ to make a propitiation for our Bins;-to reno.vate our hearts 
'ud save us from the wratll to come. '. 

t How stupid inUIt be _t man, who supposes that his moral obligations 
caabe iDereued by the1llkiD,· or .. soDie oathsl 
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reverence of thy great, mighty, and terrihle name. Inspire 1U 

with a firm and unshaken resolution in our virtuous pursuits • 
. Give us grace diligently to search thy word in the book of Da

ture, wherein the duties of our high vocation are inculcated with 
divine authority.- May the solemnity of the ceremonies of our 

. institution be duly impressed on our minds, and have a happy 
and lasting effect on our lives! 0 thou, whO) didst.aforetime ap
pear unto thy servant Moses in a flame of fire ot&t of the midst of 
a bml&, enkindle, we beseech thee; in each of our hearts, a flame 
of devotion to thee, of love to each other, and of charity to all 
mankind! ~Iay all thy miraclf.B anil mighty workB, fill us with 
thy dread, and thy goodness impress us with a love of thy holy 
name! May HolineBB to the Lord, be engraven upon all our 
tboughts, words, and actions! May the incense of piety ascend 
continually unto thee, from the altar of our hearts, and bum day 
and night, as a sacrifice of a sweet smelling savor, well pleasing 
unto thee! And since sin has destroyed within us' the first tem
ple of purit.y and innocence, may thy heavenly grace guide and 
assist us in 'rebuilding a Becond temple of reformation, and may 
tbe glory of this latter house be greater than the glory of the for
mer! Amen, so mote it be. 

Q. After the prayer what fol~wedl A. We were again caus
ed to travel three times round the room, during which the follow
ing passage of scripture was read, and we were shown a repre
sentation of the bush tbat burned and "Ills not consumed. Exo
dus iii. 1-6. Now Moses kept the Bock of Jethro his fatber
in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the hack 
side of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to 
Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame 
of fire out of the midst of a bush; and be looked, and, behold, 
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And 
Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burned. And when the Lord saw that he turned 
aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, 
and said; Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. And h. 
said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet; . 
for the place whereoo thou standest is holy ground. Moreover 
he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; 
for he was afraid to look upon God. Q. What followedl A. 
We again travelled while the following pas8&16 Wall read. 2 

.. Here, again, we see the clov. foot of the institutioal The Bible ill re
jected, and the 'took oj MIlIre' is reeeiv¥ the rule of ~th and practlc:e. 
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ebron. xxxvi. 11-20. Zedekiah nil one and twenty yearl old 
when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in ·Jenisalem. 
And he did UlIIt which fDCI evil in cbe light of the Lord his God, 
ad humbled not himself before..Jeremiah the prophet apealeiag 
from the mouth of the Lord. And he also rebelled apiDat killg 
N e"uchadnezzar, and he stiffened his neck, and hanlen6d his 
heart nom turnillg unto the Lord God of israeL Moreover, all the. 
chief of the priests and the people, transgressed very much after aU 
the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the 
Lord which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. ADd the Lord God of 
their fathers sent to them by 'his messengers, rising up betimes 
and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on 
his dwelling place. But theY'mocked tbe mess~rs of God. 
and despised his words, and misul!led his prophets, until the wrath 
of the Lord arose against hi .. people, till tIacn Will no remedy. 
Therefore he brought upon him the king of the Chaldees, who 
slew their young men with the sword in the house ~f their SIUlC

tuary, and had DO compassion on young men or maidens, old 
men, or him that stooped fot age; he gave themal1 into bis hand. 
And all the vessels of the housp of God, great and small, and 
the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the 
king, and of his princes; all thue he brought to Babylon. And 
they burnt the house of God," and brake down the waD of Jeru
salem, and bumt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed 
all the goodly vessels thereot And them that had escaped from 
the sword carried he away to BabyloD; where they were servanti' 
to him and his sons, until the reign of the kingdom of Persia. ., 
At the close of this there was a representation of the destruc- 00 

tion of Jerusalem by Nebucbadnezzar, and tbe carrying cap
tive of the children of Israel to Babylon. We were seized. 
bound in chains, and confined in a dnngeon. . 

o Q. What followed? .B. We heard rejoicing, as of gOQd news;· 
the proclamation of Cyrus, king of Persia, was read in our hear
j~g. [Ezra, i. 1--3.] 'Now in the first year of Cyrus, king 
of Persia, tbE' Lord lltirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king of Per-

• sia, that he made a proclamation throughout aU his kingdom, and 
put it also in writing, saying: T~us saith Cyrus, king of Persi~ 
the Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth, and he hath charged me to build him an bouse at Jerusa
lem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all hiS' peo" 
plel His God be with hilJl. and let him go up to JerU'salem, 
which is in Judab, arid buillP'thehouse of the Lord God of Is~: 
rael, which is in Jerusalem.' Q. What was then said to you~ 
A. We wer.e unbound and tequeated to go up to Jerusalem to" 

,. M ":.,. 
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aaaist in rebuilding the temple, but objected, as we bad no pass 
by which to make ourselves known to our brethren. Q. What 
followed? A. The third chapter of Exodus, 13 and 14 verses,. 
were read to us: 'And Moses said unto God, Behold! when I 
come unto the children of "Israel, and shall say unto them, the
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you, and they shall say 
to me, what is his namel what shall I lay to tbem? Aad God 
said unto Moses, I All THAT I AM: And thUI tholl shalt say 
unto the children oflstael, I AM bath sent me unto you.' We
were directed to use the words, '1 am that 1 tJfIl,' as a pass word. 
Q •. What followed'! A. We arose to go up to Jerulalem, and 
travelled over hills and valleys, rough and rugged ways, for ma
ny days; during which ·~e, as we stopped occasionally. to rest 
and refresh ourselves, the following passages from the Psalms, 
were read in our hearing for our consolation and encouragement. 
[Psalms cxli. cxlii. cxliii.] 

P,alm cxli.-'Lord, I.cry unto thee: make baste Unto me; 
give ear unto my voice. Let my prayer be set forth before tbee, 
as incense: and thIIlifting up of bands a8 the evening sacrifice. 
Set a watch, 0 Lord, before ml mouth; keep the door of my 
lips. Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked 
wol'b with men tbat work iniquity. Let the righteous smite 
me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be 
an excellent oil. Mine eyes are unto thee, 0 God the Lord; in ' 
thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute. Keep me from 
the snare which they have laid for me, and the gins of the work-
ers of iniquity. Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst. 
that I withal escape. 

P,alm cxlii.-I cried unto the Lord with my voice; with my 
voice unto the Lord did I make my supplication. I poured out 
. my complaint before him; I showed before him my trouble.
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest 
my path. In the way wherein I walked, have they privilJ laid a 
snare for me. I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there 
was no man that would know me; refuge failed me: no man 

. cared for my soul. I cried unto thee, 0 Lord; I said; Thou • 
art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living. Attend 
unto myery, for I am brought very Jow; deliver me from my 
persecutors; for they are stronger than I. Bring my soql out of 
prison, that I may praise thy name. : 

P8alm cltliii.-Hear my prayer, ~ Lord, give ear to my sup
plications: in thy faithfulness ans"'me, and in thy righteOuS
nesS. And enter not into judgment with thy servanhfor in thy 
sight shaU no mao living. be justified.' For the enem, hatb per-
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. secoted my SOW; he hath made me to dwell in darkness. There
,fore is my spirit overwhelmed withi. me; my heart within me is 
·-desolate. Hear me speedily, 0 Lord: my spirit fiWeth: hide 
not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go do~ into 
the pit. Cause me to hear thy loving kindness in the morning; 
for ill thee do 1 trust: cause me to know the way wherein I 
should walk, for I lift up my soul unto thee. Bring my lOul out 
of trouble, and of thy mercy cut off mine enemies: for I am thy 
S81'V1U1t ' 

At I~ we arrived at Jerusalem, and presented ourselves at 
the first Veil of the Tabernacle. 
. Q •. What was there said to yout A. The Master of the First 
Veil demanded of us, 'who comes there' who dares approach 
this outer Veil of our sacred Tabemaclel who comes heret' Q. 
Your answer? . A. Xhree w.eary traveJlers from Babylon. They 
then demanded of us who. we were, and what were our intentions. 
Q. Your answerl A. Weare your own brethren and kindred, 
of the tribe of Benjamin; WEI are the descendants of those no
ble families of Giblimites, who wrought so hard at the building 
4)f the first. temple, were present at its destruetion by N ebocbad
nezzar, by him carried away captive to Babylon, where we re
mained servants to him and his sons, till the first year of Cyrus, 
king of Persia, by whose order we were liberated, and are now 
-returned to assist in rebuilding the house of the Lord, without 
expectation of'fee orreward. Q. What further was demanded 
of you1 A. The pass wont, 'I am that I. am.' After givi»g 
which, the Master of the Veil, assured of his full confidence in 
us as worthy brethren, commended us for our zeal, and gave us 
the token and words to enable us . to pass the second Veil. Q. 
What are theyt A. The token is an imitation of that which Mo
ses was commanded to exhibit to the children of Israel, casting 
his rod upon the ground it became a serpent, and putting forth 
his band and taking it .in by the tail, it became a rod in his 
.band. The words are these, 'SIum,HMA, and Japket.' Q. What 
followed! . A. We were conducted to tbe second Veil, wbere 

• the same questiGns were asked and anewers retumed, as before, 
with the addition of the pass words and token given at the First 
Veil. Q. What followed? A. The Master of the Second Veil 
told us that we must be true and lawful brethren to pass thus far, 
but further we could Dot ~ without his pass and token, which be 
accordingly gave to us. ....What are they1· A. The words are 
Sbem, Japbeth, and Adoniram; the token is putting the hand. in 
the bosom, plucking it out again, in imitntiOD of the S8COD.d S!gn 
.,hieh Moses was directed to make to the Israelites, when putting 
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his hand into his bosom and taking it out again, it became k.,. 
roue as SDOW. Q. How were you then disposed off A. We 
were conducted onwards to the Third Veil, when the same que .. 
tions were asked and aDS1gel'll returned, as before, with the achli
nOD Of the token and words last received. Q. What foIJowe6l1 
A. The Master of the Third Veil then gave us the sign, words, 
and signet, to enable us to P!lSII the Fourth V.il, to the presence 
of the Grand Council. Q. What are the words, sign, and sig
netl A.The words are Japbeth, ~hem, Noah; the sign, pour
ing water upon the ground, in imitation of Moses, who poured 
water upon the ground and it became blood; the signet is called 
the signet of truth, and is Zerubbabel. It aJlu~es to this pas
sage, 'In that day, I will take thee, 0 Zerubbabel, my senant, 
the son of Shealtiel, and will m~e thee as a signet; for I have 
chosen thee.' [See Haggai, chap. ii. ver. 2~.] 

Q. What followedl· A. We then passed to the Fourth Veil, 
where, after answering the same questions, and giving the sip, 
words, and signet, last received, we were admitted to the pres
ence of the Grand Council, where the High Priest made the 
same demands as were made at the Veils, and receit'ed the 8ame 
answers. Q. What did the High Priest further demand of you! 
A. The signs from Entered Apprentice to Most Excellent Mas-
ter in succession. Q. What did he then say to you! A. He 
oid we were truly three worthy Most Excellent Masters, com
mended us for our zeal and disinterestedness, and asked wbet 
part of the work we were willing to undertake. Q. Your an
swerl A.. That we were willing to undertake any service, how
ever servile or dangerous, for the sake of forwardiag so great and 
noble an undertaking. Q. What followed! A. We we~ then 
furnished with a pickue, spade, and erow, and were directed to 
repair to the N. W. corner of the ruins of the old temple, and 
commeoce removillg the IUbbish, to lay the foundation of the 
new, and til observe and preserve every thing of importance and 
report to the Grand Council. We accordingly repaired to th~ 
place, and after laboring several days, we discovered what seem- • 
i3d a rock, but on strikiBg it with the crow. it gave a hollow sound, 
·and upon closer examination, W8 discovered in it an iron ring, 
by bell' of which we succeeded in removing it from its place, 
when we found it to be tbe key .. tone of an arch, and through 
the aperture there appeared to be an immense vault curiously 
ardled. We then took the stone,. repaired to the Grand 
Council, and presented it for their inspection. Q. What did the 
Grand Council then say to youl A. They told ~8 that the stone 
contained the mark of our ancient Grand Muter, Hiram Abitf; 
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that it was ·truly a fortunate discovery, and that without doubt tho 
TaUlt contained things of the utmost consequence to the craft. 
They then clir8(lted us to repair again to the place, and continue 
our researches. Q. What followedl A. We returned again 
to the place, ·and agreed that one of our number should deaceocJ 
by means of a rope, the middle of whicb was fixed firmly around 
his body, aad if be wished to descend, he was to pull the rope in 
Ilis right hand, if to ascend, that in his left. He accordingly 
descended, and in groping about, be found what appeared to be 
some ancient jewels, but the air becoming offensive, he pulled 
the rope in his left hand, and was immediately drawn out. We 
then repaired to the Grand Council, made our report, and pre
sented the articles found, winch they pronounced the jewels of 
our three ancient Grand Masters, Solomon, Hiram, and Hiram 
Abift They commended us highly for our zeal and fidelity, as
sured us that it was a fortunate discovery, that it would probably 
lead to stiU more important ones, and that our disinterested per
Sel"eranCe should not go urewar4ed. They directed us to re
pair again to the place, and make what further discoveries lay in 
our power. Q. What followed? A.. We again returned to the 
place, and let down ooe of our companions, as before. The sun 
baving now reached its meridian height, darted its rays to the in
most recesses of the vault, and enabled him to discover a smaD 
chest, or box, curiously wrought; but the air becoming exceed
ingly offensive, be gave the sign and was immediately drawn out. 
We immediately repaired to the Grand Council, and presented 
our discovery. On examination, the Grand Council pronoUDc~ 
ed it to be the ark of the ClJ'fI8rUJnt, which was deposited in the 
vault by our ancient Grand Master, for safe keeping. On in
specting it more closely, they found a key with which they open
ed it. The High Priest then took from it a book, which he open
ed, aod read as follows: (Geo. i. 1-3.) 'In tbe beginning God 
Cl"8ated the beavellll and the eartb. And the eartb was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon the fa~ of the deep: 
and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And 
God said, Let there be light: and there wu light.' [Deut. 
xxxi. 24-26.] 'And it came to pass, when Moses had made 
an end of writiag the words of this law in a book, until they 
were finished, that Mosea commanded the Levites whicb"are the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, Take this book of the 
·law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.' [Ex. 
uv.21.] 'ADd thou shalt put the mercy-seat above, upon the 
ark, aDd in the ark thou IbaIt ~ the teatimo!)y that I shaU pve 
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thee.' He thep declared it to be the book of the law; upou 
which the Grand Council, in an ecstasy of joy, exclaimed three 
times, "Long lost, now found, Holiness to the Lord;" at the 
SlIme 'time drawing their hand across their foreheads. Q. What 
further was found in the arid A. A small vessel containiog a 
substance, which, after the Council had examined, and, the High 
Priest again read from the book of the law, [Ex. xvi. 32-34,] 
l1e pronounced to be manoa. 'And Moses said, this is the thing 
which the Lord commandeth: fill an omer of the manna to be 
kept for your genetatioos, that they may see the bread where
with I have fed you in the wilderness, wben I brought you forth 
from the 'land of Egypt. And M9HB said unto Aaron, take a 
pot and P'lt an orner full of manna therein, and lay it up before 
the Lord, ta be kept fOl' your generations. As the Lord com
manded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the testimony, to be 
kept for a token.' The High Priest then took a rod from the 
ark, which after be had read tbe following passage, L Numb. xvii. 
10,] 'And the Lord said unto Mo~ bring Aaron's rod again 
before the testimony to be kept for a token,' he pronounced to 
be Aaron's rod, wbith budded and blos.omed as the. rose. Q. 
Was there any thing further found in the ark1 A. There was 1& 

~~l to the ineffable characters belonging to this degree, as follows: 
. ~ X beginning at top of this diagram at the left band angle; 

A B CDEFGH I J KLMNO P QR ST UVWXYZ 

• J~~LtJ~08[EI~nArrVV<~AA>~ 
The upper left hand angle without a dot is A; the same with a 
dot is D, &c. 

Q. ,What furtber was said to you! A. The lIigb Priest read 
the following passage: (Exodus vi. 2,3,) 'And God spake un· 
t() Moses, and said unto him, I am the Lord, and I appeared un
to Abraham, unto laaac, and uato Jacob, by the name of God 
.!Imighty, but by my name Jehovah was I not known to them.' 
He then informed us that the name of Deity the divine Logos, 
or word, to which reference is had in John i. 1,5. 'In the be·' 
ginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the wonl 
was God; the same was in the beginning with, God~ all things 
were made by him, and without bim was not any t1Pog made that 
was made: In him was life, and the life was the ligbt or 'r;nen: 
And the light shineth in darkness, and the darkn~ compr.~
eth it not.' That this Logos, or WOIl'd, was ancien~ wrilt.'tm
.Iy in these sacred characters, and thus preserved.trom.~·jfit
<,re,tiel1 to another. That tbis was the mie maaOd~ w~wI.i8h 

. ~ - . .: '" ~- , . .: .. '::' ~;' 
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was lost in the death of Hiram AbifF, and was re.tored at the 
rebuilding of the temple, in the maaller we had at that time as
!listed to represent. Q. What followed? A. We were remind
- of the manner in which we had swom to give the·R. A. word; 
were instructed in the mauner and finally invested with the all. 
important word in due form. Q. What is the Grand Royal Arch 
wordT A. JAH-BUH-LUN.w Q. How is it to begivent A. 
Under a living arch by three times three, in low breath, (see des
cription of opening a chapter.) Q. What followed! A. We 
were presented with the signs belonging to this degree. Q. Will 
you give me those signsl Answered by giving the signs, thus: 
raise the right hand to the forehead, the hand and arm horizontal, 
thumb towards the forehead, draw it briskly acl'U8s the forehead: 
and drop it perpendicularly by the side. This constitutes the due 
guard of this degree,· and refers to the penalty of the obligation. 
The grand sign is made by locking the fingers of both hands to
gether, and carrying them to the top of the ht'ad, the palms up
ward, alluding to the mallner in which the brother who descended 
into the vault, and found the'arlt, found. bis ~ands involuntarily 
placed to protect his head from'thl) potent rays of the meridian 
sun. Q. What followed?' A. The High Priest then placed 
crowns upon our heads, and told us that we were DOW invested 
with all the important secrets of this degret'; and crowned and re
ceived as worthy companions Royal Arch Masons. He then gives 
the charge, (see Masonil' Chart, pa. 113, or Webb's Monitor, 149.) 

The second section of the lecture on this degree states mi-. 
nutely the ceremonies and fonDS of exaltation, (as the COnfer
ring of this degree is iltyled,) but there seems to be SODle patts 
which require explanation. The principal sojourner conduets 
the candidate, and is considered as representing Moses COll
ducting the children of Israel through the wilderness. He is 
usually dressed to represent an old man, bowed with age, with a 
mask on his face, and long beard banging down upon his breast; 
is introduced to the candidate in the preparation room by the 
name of Moses. On entering the chapter, the candidates are 
received under a 'living arch;' that is, the companions arrange 
themselves in a: line on each ,side of the door, and each joins 
bands with the one opposite to himself. The candidates enter
ing, the conductor says; 'stoop low, brothers! we are about to 
enter the arches; remember that he that humbleth himself, shall 
be exalted: stoop low, brothers, stoop low!' The candidates 

*This question and answer do not belong to the lecture, but are in.serted 
to mow the word plainly and uBeBClI!Dbered with ceremonies. 
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seldom pass the first pair of budl, or, in other words, the first 
arch, without being so far humbled as to be very glad to support 
themselves on . aU fours. Their progress may well be imagined 
to be very slow; for, in addition to their humble posture, they 
are obliged to support on their backs, the whole weight of the 
living arches above. (Who would not go slow?) The conduct
or to encourage them, calls out occasionally, 'stoop low, bro
thers, stoop low!' If they go too slow to suit the com~oD8, 
it is not unusual for some ORe to apply a sharp point to their .bo
dies, to urge them on; the points of the pasteboard crown an
swers quite well for this purpose. After they have endured this 
humiliating exercise as long as suits the convenience of ~ com
panions, (and if they are not reduced to· a more humble posture 
than all fours, they come oft" well,) they pass from under the liv
ing arches. Surely, after dlie, they must ,tay kttmbled/or life. 
The candidates next receive the obligation, travel the room, at
tend the prayer, travel again, and are shown a representation of 
the Lord appearjng to Moses from the burning bush. Tliis last 
is done in various ways. Sometimes an earthen pot is filled 
with earth, and gleen bushes set round the edge of it, and a 
candle in the centre; and somptimel a stool is provided with holes 
about the edge, in which bushel are placed, and a bundle of rags, 
or tow, saturated with oil of turpentiile, placed in the centre, to 
which fire is communicated. Sometimes a large bush is SUB

pended from the ceiling, around the stem of which tow is wound 
wet with oil of turpentine. In whatever way the bush is prepar
ed, when the words are read, 'he looked, and behold, the bush 
burned with fire,' &c .. the bandage is removed from the eyes of 
the candidates, and they see. the fire in the bush,- and, at the 
words, 'Draw not nighhitber; pat oft" thy shoes,' &c. the shoes 
of the candidates are taken off, IUld they remain in the same sit
uation while the rest of the passage is read to the words, 'And 
Moses hid hili face; for he was afraid to look upon GGd.' 'rhe 
bandage is tb,n replaced, aodtbe candidates again travel about 
the room, while the next passage of scripture is read. [See 

* Thia is frequently representl!d in ~is manner: When the person read
ing comes to that part where it &aye, 'God called to him out of the ~dst of 
the bush, and said,' &c. he Btops reading, and a penon behind the buJaes 
calls out, 'Moses, MOIIe8j' the conducto.r anaw.., 'Here am I:' the pereon 
lIebind the bush then II&Y', 'DJaw not nigh hitherj put off thy shoes fiom. off 
thy feet; for the ~o Whereon thou staildest is holy ground": (his shoes are 
then slipped olE) Moreover, I am the God of Abraham, the _ of Isaac, 
and the GCMI of Jaoob.' The person first ~ then BaYS, 4,bd :MoaN hill 
hia fileej for he was atiaid to look upon Ged,' AUheee-'" tile ... 
il placed over the candidates' 8Jes. ., 
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/ 
Lecture.] At tbe words, 'and bl'lke down the walls of JeJ1lla-
Jem,' the companions make a tremendous crashing and DOis,; by 
firing pistols, overtumiDg chairs, bencbes, and wbatever is at 
band; rolling cannon balls across the 800r, stamping, &c. &c. 
and in tbe midst ofthe uproar, the candidates are seized, a chain 
thrown about them, and they are burried away to the preparation 
room. Tbis is tbe representation of the destruction of Jerusa
lem, and carrying captive the children of Israel to Babylon.
After a short time the proclamation of Cyrus is read, the candi
dates are unbound, and start to go up to Jerusalem, to auist in 
rebtlilding the temple. The candidates, still hood-winked, aro 
brought into the chapter, and commence their journey over tho 
rugged and rougb paths. They are literally rough paths, sticks 
of timber framed across the path the candidate mUlt travel, some 
inches Crom the 800r, make no comCortabie travelling for a per
son blindfolded. But this is not always the way it is prepared; 
billets of wood singly, or in heaps, ladders, nets of cords, &c. 
&c. are all put in requisition to form the rough and rugged paths, 
which are intended as a trial of the fitklity of the candidates. 
If they escape with nothing more than bruised shiDs dley do 
weU. They have been known to faint awal under the severity 
of the discipline, and occasion the fIIorthy companiollB much 
alarm. After travelling the rugged paths till all are satisfied, 
they arrive at the first Veil of the Tabernacle, give the pass 
word, and pus on to the second, give the pus words, and pre
sent the sign. This, it will be recollected, is in imitation of the 
sign which Moses was directed to make to the children of Israel, 
He threw his rod upon the ground and it became a serpent; he 
put forth his band and took it by the tail, and it became a rod in 
his band. 'rhe conductor is providPd with a rod, made in the 
form of a snake, and painted to resemble one. Tbis he drops 
upon the 800r, and takes up again. They thel) p888 on to the 
next Veil, give the pass wordt and make the sigo, (put the right 
hand in the bosom and pluck it out again;) pass on to the next 
--gives the pass words, and.makethe sign, (pour water upon the 
ground;) and are ushered into thd presence of the (hand Cou,,· 
cil. The Veils are four in number, and oC tho same eolor as the 
bannera of the three Grand Mal!te~ of the T eils, and that of 
the Royal A.rch Captaia, blue, purple, .carlet, and wbite, and 

t 

have the same references and explanations. (See Lecture.) 
The Grand Council consists of the M. E. High Priest, King, 

, and Scribe. The H. Priest is dressed in a white robe; with a 
breastplate of cut glass, consistiJIg of twelve pieces to ~S!Dt 
the twelve tribes of Israel, an apron, and a mitre. Tho· KIDI' 
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we .. a scarlet robe, apron; and crown. Til. mitre and crown 
are generally made of pasteboard; sometimes they have them of 
the IDQSt splendid materials, gold and silk velTet; but these are 
kept for public occasions. The mitre'has the words, 'HoliAAlt 
to the Lord' in gold letters across the forehead. The Scribe 
wears a purple robe, 'apron, and turban. After bavingsatisfied 
the Grand Council that they ,are true brethren, and stated their 
object in coming to Jerunlem, the candidates are directed to 
commence the labor of removing the rubbish of the old temple 
preparatory to layiDg the foundation of the new. ,For the pur· 
pose of performing this part of the ceremony, there is in or .tear 
the cbapter a narrow kind of closet, the only entrance to which-
is through a scuttle at the top; there is 'placed over this scuttlo 
whatever rubbish.is at hawl, bits of boards, brick bats, &c. and 
amoog them tlie key stone. Aner the candidates are furnished 
with tbetools, (pickaxe, spade, and crow,) they are directed to 
this place, and remove the rubbishtiU they discover the key stone. 
This they convey to the Grand Council as stated in the lecture. 
After the Grand Oouncil have examiaed it, they prononnce it to 
"e the work of the Grand M •• ter, Hiram Abiff, and direct them 
to return and prosecute their researches, not doubting they will 
make many ioiport6t discoveries. The candidates return and 
let down one oftbeir number by a rope-he finds three squares, 
is drawn dot, and all proceed with them to the Grand Council.
The G. Council inspect them and pronounce them to be the three 
ancient jewels that belooged to the three ancient Grand Masters, 
Solomon, Hiram, ~ Hiram AbifF. The candidates then return 
to the vault and let down another of their number. Here, let it 
be remarked, some chapters, for the purpose of ligbtening the la
bors of the candidates, call in the aid of machinery. A pulley 
is suspended over the nult, and tho candidate is ezalted from 
the bottom at the tail of a sna~ch block, the one last let down ' 
finds at the bottom a small cbest, or box; upon which he gives 
the signal to be drawn out: be no sooner discovers the box, than 
the air in the vault, in'the languageJJf the lecture, 'becomes ex·
ceedingly oft'ensive.' This is 1Rrictly true; for at the momenthe 
takes up the box and is preparing to ascend, fire is communica
ted to a quantity of gun-powder at his feet, ~ that by the time 
he arrives at the top, he is so completely 8uft'ocated with the fumes 
oftbe powder, that he is almost deprived of ~ power of. respi
ration or motion. The box is carried to the G. Council, and pro· 
ROUD~d to be the ark of the covenant. It is opened, and a Bible 
taken out, and "ome passages read from it •. (See Lecture.) ODe 
word respecting the represent8tion of the ark., It ought to )Ie a 
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spleudid box covered with gol., aocfv JI(IIIle of them ate reaDy 
elegant; but the chapter must have SIleo as, it caD afford: if it is 
too poor to procure splendid fumituce, cheap articles are made 
to answer; for an ark, if the funds are low, a plain cherry or pine 
box will answel'".Qnd sometimes a cigar box is made the humble 
representation ot'the splendid ark, made by divine command, of 
sbittim wood, and overlaid With pure gold. The H. Priest takes 
then from the ark a vessel contaiJ)ing IIOIDethillg to represent man
na. This vessel is of various forms and materials, from an elegant 
silver urn to a broken earthen mug; and the subatance contain
ed~ as various as the vessels in which it is deposited; such as 
a bit of sugar, a piece of cracker, or a few kel)llels of" wheat. 
Which ever is used, the H. Priest takes it flut and gravely asks 
the King and Scribe their opinion of it; they say they think it is 
manna. The High Priest then loob at it intently and says, 'it 
looks like manna;' smells it, and says, 'it smells like manna;' and 
then tastes it, and says, 'it is manoa.' The H. Priest then takes 
from the ark a bit of an apple tree sprout, a few inches long, 
with some withered buds upon it, or a stick of a similar length 
with s,ome artificial bud.s upon it, which, after consulting with. 
the King and Scribe, he pronounces Aaron's rod. He then takes 
out the key t!J the ineffable characters and explains it. Thi, key 
is kep.t in the ark on four distinct pieces. of paper. The key iB 
marked on a square piece of paper, and the paper. is then divided 
into four equal parts; thus:-the outside lines rep- . 
resent the dimensions of the paper, the inside ones" I . I -
are the key, and the dotted ones, the section that is - I . , . 
made of the whole for the purpose 01 keeping it se-- I . I " 
~ret, should any graceluB cot//aR ever get po~easion 
of tbe sacrel ark, and attempt to rumage its contents. The otb
part of the key X is made on the back of the same piece bf pa
per, so that on putting them together, it sbows equally plain. It 
IS said that these characters were used by Aaron Burr, in carry
ing on bis treasooable practices, and by that means made public; 
since which time they have been written aad lead from left to 
right. After tbe ceremonies are ended, the Higb Priest informs 
the candidates, in many or few words, according to his ability, 
that this degree owes its origin to Zerubbabel and bis associates, . 
who rebuilt the temple by order of Cyrus, king of Persia. He 
informs them that the discovery of the secret vault and the ines
timable treasures, with the long lost 'Word, actually took plsce ia 
the manner represented in conferring this degree, and that it is 
the circumstlulce upon which the degree is. principally founded. 
The ceremony of closing 11 chapter is preciaeiy tho SaJD8 as a. 
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opening, to the raising 6('. tY"; liviag arcb. The companions joia 
hands by threes, in the same maDD~r, and say in, concert, with 
the same ceremony, 'As we' three did agree, the sacred word to 
keep,' 'As we three did agree, the sacred word to search,' 'Sa 
we three do agree, to close this jial arch.' They then break 
without giving the wcm:l, as the • Priest reads the following 
prayer: By the wisdom of the Supreme High Priest may ,,!e be 
directed, by his strength may lYe be eD!lhled, and by the beauty 
of .virtue may we be incited, to. perform the obligations here eo
joined upon us, to keep ioviolable the mysteries here unfolded to 
us, and invariably to pracci.ce all those duties out of the chaNer, 
which are inculcated in it. (Response.) So mote it be. Amen. 
'fhe High Priest tben declares the chapter closed in due form. 

------. 
KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS. 

At the sound of the trumpet the line is formed. Master of 
Cavalry to the Sir Knight Warden, 'when a council of Knights 
of the Red Cross is about to be formed and opened, what is the 
first carel' Warden, 'to see the council chamber duly guarded.' 
M. C. 'please to attend that part of your duty, see that tbe seo
tinels are at their respective (losts, and inform the captain of the 
Guards that we are about to open a council of Knights of the 
Red Cross for· the despatch of business.' Warden, 'the senti
n!l1s are at their respective posts, and the council chamber duly 
guarded.' M. C. 'are all present Knights of tbe Red Cross?' 
Warden, 'they are.' M. C. 'attention, Sir Knigbts, count your
selves from right to left-rigbt files handle sword-draw &word
carry sword-right files to the left double-second division for
ward, ma.rc)t, halt--rigbt about face.' Sir Kt. Master of infant
ry, accompanied by the sword bearer and Warden, 'please inform 
the Sovereign Master that the lines are formed waiting his pleas
ure.' At the approach of the council the trumpet sounds. M. 
C. 'form avenue: (the council pass:) the Sovereign Master pas
ses uncovered: recover arms, poise arms.' Sovereign Master, 
'attention, Sir Knights; give your attention to the several signs of 
Masonry: as I do, so do you.' [The Sir Knights give the sign 
from the first to the seventh degree.] Sov. M. 'draw swords
tak,e care to advance and give the Jewish eountersign-recovew 
arms: take care to advance and give the Persian countersign
recover arms.' Sov. M. to Sir Knight Master of the Palace, 
'advance, and give me tbe word of a Kt. of the R~ Cross: the 

Digitized by ~oogIe 



LlGBT' os Ku.sav. 146 

word is rirht--reeeive it on your left. 'The wol'd is then puaeci -
around: llhen it arrives at the ChanceUor he says, 'Sov. M. or 
the Red Cross, word has arrived.' Sov. M. 'pau it on to me: 
(he gives it to the SOY. M.] Sir Xt. the word is righL' Sov. M .. 
to Sir Kt. Chancellor, 'advance, and give me the gnmd sign, grip 
and word of a Kt.of the Red, Cross: it is right-receive it on 
your left.' [The word passes around as before, u will hereailw 
be explained, and when arrived at the Muter of the Palace, he 
,says] 'SoY. M. the grand sign, grip and word have arrived.' 
'Pass them on to me: Sir Kl. they are right. Left fiace-depos
it belmets-centre fac~reverse arm~to your devotions. [the 
Sir Kts. all kneel and 'repeat the Lord's prayer:] recover arma
left face-recover helmets-centre face-right about face-to 
your posts-march.' 

FIRST SECTION OF LlICT11US. 

lst. Are you a Knigbt of tIre Red Cross! That is my pro
fession. 2d. By what test will ylru be triedt By the test of 
truth. 3d. Why by the test of truth? Because none but the gooi 
and true are entitled tothehonors and privileges of this iUUStrioUB 
order. 4th. Where did you receive the honors of this illustri
ous order? In a just and regular council of Knights of the Red 
Cross~ _ 5th. What number compose a council! There is an 
indispensable number and a constitutional number. 6th.' What 
is the indispensable numberl Three. 7th. Under what circum
stances are they authorized to form and open a council of Knights 
of the Red Cross? Three Knights of the Red Cross, being al
so Knight Templars, and hailing from three different command
eries, may, under the sanction of a legal warrant from some re
gular Grand Encampment, form and open a council of Knights 
of the Red Cross fot' the despatch of business. 8th. What is e. 
constitutional ntlmber? A. 5, 7, 9, 11, or more. 9th. When 
comp~sed of 5, 7, 9, 11, of whom does it consist7A. Sover
eign 'Master; Chancellor, Master of the Palace, Prelate, Master. 
of Cavalry, Muter of Infantry, Master of Finance, Master of 
Despatches, Standard. bearer, Sword bearer, and Warder. lOth •. 
Warder's station in the council7 A. On the left of the Stand
ard bearer in the wt'st. 11th. HiS duty? A. To announce 
the approach of the SOY. Master; to see that the sentinels are at 
their respective posts, and the council chamber duly guarded... 
12th. Sword bearer's station in the council1 A. On the right 
of the Standard bearer in the west. 13th. His duty? A. To as
sist in the protection of the banners of our order: to watch all 
sigoals from the Sov.MllSter, and see his orders duly oxocuted.· 

, N 
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Uth. Standard bearer's stationl . A. IB the west. 15th. His 
duty! A. To display, support and protect the banners of our 
.rder. 16th. Why is the Standard bearer's station in the west? 
A. That the brilliant rays of the rising lIun, IIhedding their lus
tre upon the banners of our order, inay encourage and animate all 
true and courteous KnigJtts, and dismay and confound their ene
mies. 17th. Station of Master of Despatchesl . A. In front 
of the Master·of th6,Palaoe. 18th. His duty! A. To ob
serve with attention the transactions of the council; to keep a just 
and regular record thereof, collect the revenue, and pay the same 
over to the Master of Finance. 19th. Station of the Master 
of Finance? A. In front of the Chancellor •. 2Oth. His duty! 
A. To receive in charge the funda and property of the council, 
pay aU orders drawn upon the treasurer, and render a just and re
gular account when called for. 21st. Station of the Master of 
infantry! A.. On the right of. the second diVision, when separ
ately formed; on the left of the .hole when formed in line. 22d. 
His duty? A. To commancl the second division or line of in
fantry, teach them their duty and exercise; also to prepare all can
did3.tes, attend them on their jOJlrney, answer all questiens for 
them, and finally to introduce them into the council chamber. 23d. 
Station of the Master of Cavalry! A. Onthe right of the first 
division when separately formed, and on the right· of the \vJ:lole 
when formed in line. 24th. His duty? A. To command the 
first division or line of Cavalry, teach them their duty and exer
cise; to form the avenue at the approach of the sovereign Mas
ter, and prepare the lines for inspection and review. 25th. Pre
late's station? A. On the right of the Chancellor. 26th. His 
duty! A. To preside in the Royal Arch council; administer 
at the altar; to offer up prayers and adoration to Deity. 27th. 
Station of Master of the Palace? A. On tbe left of the SOy. 
Master in the East. 28th. His duty? A. To see that the 
proper officers make all due preparations for' the several meet
ingsof the council; to take spec~ care that the·council.cham
'Iter is in suitable array for the reception of candidates, and the 
despatch of business; to receive and communicate all orders is
sued by' the Sov.' Master, through the officers of the line. 
29th. Chancellor's station! A. On the right of the Sovereign 
:Master. 30th. His duty? A. To receive and communicate 
all orders 4ad petitions; to assist the Sov. Master in the discharge 
of his Vat$us duties, and in his absence to preside in the council. 
31st: . Sovereign Master's station1 A. In the east. 32d. His 
duty: To preside in the council; confer this order of Knight
hood upon thoac whom his council may approve; to preserve ill 
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violate the laws and constitution of our order; to dispeDSe justice, 
reward merit, enQourage truth, and diffuse the sublime principles 
of universal benevolence. Sov. Master. 'Sir Knight Chancel
lor, it is my will and pleasure that a council of Knights of the 
Red Cross be now opened; and to stand open for the despatch of 
such business as may regularly come before it at this time, re
quiring all Sir Knights now assembled, or who may come at this 
time, ,to govern themselves according to the sublime principles of 
our order. You will comml1nicate this to the ~ir Kt. Master of 
the Palace, that the Sir Knights present may have due nolice 
thereof, and govern themselves accordingly! rThe Sir Knight 
Chancellor communicates it to the Sir ~night }faster of the Pal
ace, and be to the Knigbts.] Sov. )Iaster: 'return arms; right 
about. face; to your posts; march; centre face; Sir Knights, this 
Council is now open for the despatch of business.' 

SBCOND SECTION OF LECTURBS. 

1st. What were the preparatory circumstllJlces attending your 
reception to this illustrious orderl A counc n of Royal Arch Ma
SODS being assembled in a room adjacentto the council chamber, 
I was conducted to the door, where a regular demand was made 
by 2, 3, and 2: 2d. What was said to you trom within! Who 
comes there. 3d. Your allSwerl Companion A. B. who has 
regularly received the several degrees of Entered Apprentice, 
Fenow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Mastert PastMaster,lIoat 
Excellent Master, and Royal Arch degree, and now solicits the 
honor of being regularly constituted a Knight of the Red CroilS. 
4th. What was then said to youl I was asked if it was of iny 
own free will and accord that I made this request; if I was. wor
tby and well qualified; if I had made suitable proficiency in die 
foregoing degrees, and was properly vouched for: all of which be
ing answered in the affirmative, I was asked by what further right 
or benefit I expected to gain admiUance. 5th. Your answer! 
By the benefit of a pass word. 6th. Did you give that pass 
word? I did with the assistance of my companiollS. [Here the 
Royal Arch Word is given as described in ·the Royal Arch de
gree. ] 7th. What was then said to yout I was then directed 
to wait with patience till the· Most Excellent Prelate should be in
formed of my request and bis 81lSwer returned. 8th. What was 
his 81lSwerl Let him be admitted. 9th. What was you then in
formed1 The Most Excellent Prelate observed, thllt the coun
cil there assembled, represented the grand council convened at 
Jerusalem, in the second yelr of the reign of Darius, King of 
leilia, to deliberate On the unhappy state of the fraternity d··-
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iDg the reips or Artuerxes and AhaBuerus, and to devise some 
'means to obtain favor of the new Sovereign, and to gain his con
seot to proceed in rebuilding their new city and temple. lOtb. 
What followed1 The Most Excellent Prelate then informed mel 
that if I was desirous of attending the deliberations of the coun
cil' at this time, it was necessary tha.t I should assume the name 
and character of Zerubbabel, a prince of the house of Judah, 
whose hands laid the foundation or the second temple, and whose 
hands the Lord had promised should complete it. 11th. What 
followedl The Most Excellent Prelate then read a Jesson from 
the records of the Fatherl!, stating the impediments with which 
they were troubled by their adversaries, on the other side of the 
river, and the grevious accusations which were brought against 
them before the King. 12th. ,What followedl My co~ductor 
then addressed the Most ExceUent Prelate, thus: Most excellent 
Prelate, our Sovereign Lord, Dari~s the King, having now as
cended the throoe of Persia, new hopes are inspired of protec
tion and support ia the noble and glorious undertaking, which has 
been 80 loag aDd so often interrupted by emr adversaries on the 
other side of the river; for while yet a private man, he made a vow 
te» God. that should be ever ascend the thrODe of Persia, he would 

• Mad till the Holy veasels remainin{l at Babylon back to Jerusa
lem. '* Our Most ExeeDent and tiaitbful companion Zerubbabel, 
who was formerly honored with the favorable notic.e and friend
ship of the Sovereign, DOW offers his services to encounter the 
hazardous enterprile of traversin(the PersiaD dominions, and 
aeeking afImission to the presence of the Sovereign, where the 
firiJt favorable mOlDent will be seized to remind the King of his 
vow. and impress on his miDd th~ almighty forco and importance 
of truth; and from his known piety, DO doubt can be entertained. 
of gaining his cooaent, ~t our enemies be removed far hence, 
_ that we be DO longer hindered -or impeded in our Doble and 
aIorious undertaking. 13th. Wbat was the Most ExceUent 
Prelate's reply1 Escel1ellt Zerubbabel, the council accept with 
gratification and joy yoornobJe and generous offer, and will in
ftl8t you with the necessary passports, by means of which you 
will be e_bled to make yourself mown to the favor of one COUD
cil wherever you may meet them; but in an undertakiag of so 
IIlUch importance, it ia aecessary taat yaa enter into a solemn ob
liption, to be faithful to the trut reposed in you. 14th. What 
fOllow" The Most Ezcellent Prelate then invested me with 

~ is not found in the aeripb:Jrea,ud it aonbary Ie ell proMbiIity.
".Yd thou not unto his wcmlslest he reprove thee and thou be-found. Iiu." 
PloY. 30." 
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a sword, to enable me to defend myself apiDat my eaemies, and 
said he wa..<, ready to administer the obligation.-15th. Did JOG 
coasent to thllt obligation! J did in due form. 16th. What .... 
that due form? Kneeling on my left. knee, my right foot formiac 
a square, my body erect, my right band graapiDg the hilt of my 
sword, my left hand covering the Holy Bible, square aud Corn-

. pass, with two cross-swordB thereon, in which due form I took . 
upon me the solemn oath and obligation of . Knight of the BetI 
Cross. 17th. Repeat the obligation. 

'I, A B, of my own free will and accoM, in the presence otthe 
Supreme Architectoftne Universe, and tneae witnesses, dohere
by and hereoo, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, 
that l will always hail, forever conceal, and never reYeBl. any of 
the secret arts, parts or pointlJ-' of the mysteries appertaining to 
this order of Knight of the Red Cross, unless it be to a true and 
lawful companion Sir Knight of the Order, -or within the body ofa 
just &; lawful council of such; & not unto him or them, until by due 
trial, strict examination or lawful information, ( find him or thalli 
lawfully entitled to receive the sllme.-I furthermore promise 
and swear, tbat I will answer Rnd obey all due sigut! and regular 
summons, which shall be seot to ·me from a regular council of 
Knights of the Red Cross, or given to me from the hands of a 
companion, Sir Knight of the Red CrOlJtI, if within the distance of 
forty miles; natura:! infirmities and unavoidable al~cidents only ex
cusin.\{ me.-I furthermore promise and swear, that I wiD not be 
present at the conferring of this order of Knighthood upon any 
person, unless he shall have previously regularly received the 
several dllgrees of Entered Apprentiee, Fellow Craft, Master 
Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, an. 
Royal A.rch degree, to the best cK my knowledge and belief.
I furthermore ~)romise and swear, that I 'will not a:!sist or be pres
ent at the forming and opening of a council of Knights of the 
Red Cross, unless there be pres~t at least live regular Koigh" 
of the order,. or the representatives of three different Encamp
ments, acting under the sanction of a legal warrant.-I further
more premise and swear, that I will vindicate the character ofa 
courteous Sir Knight of the Red Cross, When wrongfully traduc
ed: that I will help him 0Ji a lawful occasion in preference to any 
brother of an inferior degree, and so. far as truth, honor and jue
tice may warrant.-I furthermore prom~ and swear, that I wiD. 
support and maintain the by-laws of the council of which J may 
hereafter become a member, the laws and regulations of tbe 
grand Encampment under which the IllUDe may be boldeD" .. 
getber with the constitution and ordinanees.ofthe G:eooral Gram! 

N2 
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:£noampment of the United States of America, so tar as the same 
shaH 'come to my knowledge-to all which I do most solemnly 
promise and swear, binding myself under no less penalty than 
of having my house tom down, the timbers thereof set up, and 
I haaged thereoa; and wben the last trump shall blow,that I be 
forever excluded from the society of all true and courteous KIs. 
should 1 ever wilfully or knowingly .iolatoe any part of this sol- . 
emn obligation of Knight of the Red Cross; so help me God, aad 
keep me steadfast to keep and perform the same.'* 

18th. What followed? The Most Excellent Prelate tben di
rected me to rise and be invested With a countersign, which.be 
informed me would enable me to make myself known to the 
rriends of our caue wherever 1 should meet them;'and 'Would en-
8ure~me from them, succor, aid and protection. [Here the Mas
ter of Infantry, who is tbe conductor, gives the candidate th. 
Jewish countersign: it"18 given under the Arch of steel, that is, 
their swords elevated above their. heads, fonning a cross, each 
!Iacing bisleft hand upon the . other's right shoulder, and whis
periag alternately in each other's ear, the. names of Judah and 
Benjamin.] 19th. What followedl The Most Excellent Pre
late then invested me with a green sash, as a mark of our parti
cular friendship and esteem: you will wear it as a constant memo
rial to stimulate you to the faithful performance of every duty, 
being assured that the memory of him who falls in a just and vir
tuous cause, shall forever flourish like the green bay tree. 20th. 
What followedl 1 then .commenced my journey, and was fre
quently accosted by guards, all of which, by means of the coun
tersign I had received, I was enabled to pass in friendsbip, until 
I arrived at the bridge, which was represented to be in the Per
sian dominions: on attempting' to pass this bridge, which 1 found 
strongly guarded, the p,ersian countersign was demanded, and be
ing unable to give it, I-was attacked, overpowered, and made 

Ilrisoner. 21st. What followedl After refDonstrating in vain 
:' against their violations, I told them 1 was a prince of the bouse 

of Judah, and demanded RD audience with their s()vereign.22d. 
What was the answer~ You are a prisoner, and can obtain aa 
-audience with tQe sovereign only in the garb of a captive and 
slave. 23d. Did you consent to this1 ,I did; being firmly per
suailed, that could I by any means gain access to the presence or 
the sovereign, I shoul4 be .. ble tG acoomplish the object of my 

*By tbia tremendous imprecation-the candidate of his "own free will aK 
accord" volunteera (in cue of a violation,) to come forth to the resurrection 
of damnation, and receive the sentence, ''depart thou aCClU'SOll into everJaat.. 
inI fire prepared for the 4Ied and his angels.' . . . 
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mission. 14th. What followedl They dum dep;ived lIle of 
my outward apparel, saah and sword, and baYiDg cODfiDed my 
lIands and feet in chains, the linka thereof were of a trilutaular 
form, they put sackcloth and ashes on my bead. 26th. Why 
were the links of the captives chain of a triangular form? The 
Assyrians having learned that amoog the Jews the triaogle was an 
emblem of the Eternal, caused the links of their chaiaa to be 
made of a triangular form, thinking thereby to add to the mise
rie,; of their captivos. ·26th. What followedt I was conducted 
to the door of the council chamber, where the alarm being liv
en by 4X2, the warder appeared ~ demanded, ~Wbo comes 
there?' . 27th. What answer was returnedt A detacbmeat of 
his majesty's guards having made prisooer of one, who reports 
himseifto be prince of the house of .Judab. 28th. What was 
then said to vou7 I was asked trom wbence I came. 29th. 
Your answeri From Jerusalem. 30th. What was then de
manded of youl Who are you. 31/ll. Your annert The 
first among my equals, a Mason, and free by rank, but a captive 
and slave by misfortune. 32d. What. was you then asked! My 
name. 33d. Your answert Zerubbabel. 34th. What were 
you then asked? What are your demands. 35th. Your anlwer! 
To see tbe sovereign if possible. 36th. What was then said 
to youl I was then directed to wait with patience until the 10V

ereign Master should be informed of my request, and his answer 
returned. 37th. What was that answerl That the necessary 
caution should be taken that I was not armed with any bo8tiIe 
weapons, and that I sbould then be admitted. 38th. How were 
you then receivedl The gual'd being drawn up on the right and 
left of the throne, swords dl'llwn, two of them placed at the door 
with swords crossed, under which I was permitted to enter, my 
face covered with my hands.. 39th. How were you then dis
posed on I was conducted in tront of the sovereign l'laster, 
who received me with kindness and attention, and listened with 
patience to my request. 40th. Wbat did tbe sovereign 'Master 
then observe to the counell That this Zerubbabel was the friend 
of his youth, that he could neither be an enemy nor a spy. 41st. 
What followedl The sovereign Master thus addressftd me, 
'Zerubbabel, having now gained admittance mtG our presence, we 
demand that you immediately declare the particular motives 
which induced you, without our permission, and with force and. 
arms, to pass the lines Qf our dominionsl' 42d. Your answerr Sov. 
Master, the tears and complaints of my companions at Jerusalem, 
who have been so long and so often, impeded in the noble and 
glorious undertaking jn which ther wer~ permitted to eIIPP by 
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our late sovereip Lord Cyrus the King; but our eDemies having 
made that great work to cease by force aod power, I haye DOW' 

come up to implore your majesty's clemency, that you would be 
plea.ed to restore me to favor, aod grant me employment among 
the servants of your household. 43d. What was the sovereign's 
reply? Zerubbabel, I have ollen reflected with much pleasure 
upon ollr early intimacy and friendship, and I have frequently 
heard, with great satisfaction, of yonr fame u a wise and accom
plished Muon, and having mYllelfa profound veneration for that 
ancient and honorable ill8titution, and having a sincere desire to 
become a member of the same, I will this moment grant your re
quest, on condition that you win reveal to me th6 secrets of Free 
Masonry. 44th. Did you consent to thatt I did not. 45th. 
What was your reply? Sovereign Mutt-r:, when our Grand Mu
ter Solomon, King of Israel, first instituted the Fraternity of Free 
and Accepted I\lasons, he taught us that truth waa a divine attri:
bute, and the foundation of every virtue: to be good and true is 
the firslles30n we are taught in Masflnry. My engagements are 
aacred and inviolable; I cannot reveal our aecrets. If I can 0b
tain your Majet!ty's favor only at the expense of my integrity, I 
humbly beg leave to decline your royal protection, and will cheer
fuUy submit to an honorable exile. What was the sovereign's 
reply? Zerubbabel, your virtue and integrity are truely commen
dable, and your fidelity to your f!Dgagements, it! worthy of imita
tion: from thill moment you are ftee-my guards will divest you 
of those chains and that garbof slavery, and clothe you in suit
able habilments to attend me at tbe banquet hall. Zerubbabel, you 
are free: guards, strike off those chiUos; and may those e~bleJDB 
of slavery never again dillgrace the hands of a Mason, more 
particularly a prince of the house of Judah, Zerl1bbabel, we as
sign you a seat of rank and honor among the princes and rulers of 
our assembly. 47th. What followed' Tbeguards being drawn 
up in the court yard, the warder informed the sovereign Master 
thllt the guards were in readiness, waitina his pleasure. 48th. 
What followedl He then ordered the guarda to attend him to 
the banquet hall. 49th. What occurred there! w,Aller having 
participated in a liberal entertainment, the sovereign Master Dot 
being inclined to sleep, and many of the guard having retired, he 
.muaed himself by entering into conversation with some of his 
principal oflicers and friends, propdsing certaio questions to them, 
and offering a prince" reWard to sucb 88 should give tbe most 
reasonable and satisfactory answer. 60th. What questioDS were 

,. See the AJIOGI7IIIIalIloob, I, EIdra, ~ 3 a 4. 
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proposed? Among othen, 'which was the itroDpat, wille, the 
king, or woman?' 51st. What &DSwers were retomed1 The 
Chancellor said wine was the strongest; the Muter of the Pal
ace said the king was the strongest; bat I, beiag firmly persuad
ed, that the time had arrived in which I eoold remind the kiag of 
his vow, and request the fulfilment of it, replied that women 
were stronger than either of the former, but above aU things truth 
beareth the victory. 52d. What followed1 The kiDg being 
deeply struck with the addition I made to the question, ordered us 
to be prepared with proper arguments in support of our respect
ive propositions o~ the day following. 63d. What followed? 
On the day following the cO'locil being convened at the aoUDd of 
the trumpet, the Ch&f\Cellor was called upon (or his answer, and 
thus replied, (see templar'schart.) 54th. Wbatfollowed! The 
Master of the Palace thus replied, (see templar's ehart.) 55th. 
What followed? I then being called upon for my defence, an
swered (18 follows, (see templar's cbart.) 56tb. What followedT 
The king being deeply struck with tbe force of tbe argaments I 
had used, involuDtarily exclaimed, 'Great is truth, and mighty 
above all things: Ask what thou wilt, Zerubbabel, and it shan be 
granted thee, f~r thou art found wisest among thy companions,' 
57th. Your answerT' (see templar's chart.) 68th. What fol
lowed7 The sovereign Master thus addressed me, 'ZerubbabeJ, 
I will punctually fulfil my \'ow: letters and passports shall be im
mediately issued to my officers throughout the realm, and ther 
sball give you, and tbose who accompany you, safe conveyance 
to Jerusalem, and you sball be no longer hindered or impeded in 
rebuilding your city and temple, until they sball be compleaed.' 
59th. What followed! The Sov. M. then invested me with a green 
sasb, and thus addressed me, 'This green sasb, of which you were 
deprived by my guards, I now' with pleasure restore to you, and 
will make it one of the insignia of a DeW order, calculated to 
perpetuate the remembrance of the' event wbich caaled the re
Dewal of our friendship; its color will remind you that truth is a 
divine attribute, and shaD prevail, and shall foreyer flourish in im
mortal green. I will now confer on you the highest honor, in our 
power at this time to bestow, and will create you the first Knigbt 
of an order, instituted for the express purpose of inculcating the 
almighty force and importance of truth? 60th. What foUowed? 
The sovereign Muter then directed me to knee), and said, by 
virtue of the biah power in me vested, as the 8UCcesaor and rep
resentative of nanus, king of Persia, I now constitute you a Kt. 
of the illustrious order of the Red Cresa-( at the same time Jay
iug tbe blade of his .word, first UPOD the right .houlder, then up-
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on the bead, and then upon the left shoulder of the candidate.) 
Glst. What tollowed! The sovereign Master then directed me 
to &rile, and presenting me with a sword thus addreaaed me, 'this 
sword, of which you were deprived by my guards, I now restore 
in your hand, as a true and courteous KDigbt: it will be endowed 
with three most excellent properties-ita bilt be faith, its blade be 
hope, ita poillt be charity: it should teach us this important l~
son, tbat when we draw our swoNs in a just and virtuous CRuse, 
having faith in- God, we may reasonably hope for victory, ever re
membering to extend the band of charity to tbe fallen foe: sheathe 
it, and sooner may it rust in its'scabbard, tban be drawn in the 
cause of injustice or oppression.' 6lad. What followed1 The 
sovereign Master then invested me with th, Persian countersign. 
6ad. Give itt This countersign is given like the Jewish, ex
cepting this variation, it is given over instead of under the arch 
of steel. The words are Tatnai Shetliar-boznai, Ezra, v,3. 
64th. Who were they1 Tbey were govemo1'8 of Persian prov
inces, and enemies of the Jews. 65th. What followed7 The 
sovereign Master then investecl me with the Red Cross word. 
66th. Give it7 (Each placing bis left hand upon the other's 
right shoulder, at the same time bringing the point of the swords 
toeachotber'slet\ side, in which position the word libertas isgiv
en.) 67th. What followed1 The sovereign Master then in
vested me with the grand sign, grip and word of Knight of the 
Red Cross. 68th. Give theml-The grand sign is given by 
bringing the thumb and finger of the left hand to the mouth, and 
carrying it oft'in an oblique direction-the grip is given by inter
lacing the fingers of the left hands-tbe word is veritas. The 
sign, grip and word is given under the arcb of steel. 69th. How 
,do you translate the word7 Truth. 70th. To wbat does the 
sign allude? To the blowing of the Trumpet uponthe walls ancl 
'"tch towe1'8 of the eouncil~ but more particularly to the obliga
tion, 'that when the last trump shall sound, I shall be forever ex
cluded from the society of aU true and faithful Sir KDighti.' 71st. 
,,!,hat is the motto of our order! 'Magna est ,veritas it prevale 
bit.' 

.. Great Is truth antI it will prevail. 

.'"; 
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. KNIGHT TEBPLA.B AIID IlI'IGBT OP • .l.LT.Ieo 

1st. Q. Are you a Knight Templarl A. that is .. y title .. 
Q. 2d. Where were you created a Knight Templarl A. In 
a just and lawful encampment of Knight Templars. 3d. What 
number composes ajust and lawful encampment of Knight Tem
plarst There is an indispensable number and a constitutional 
number. 4th. What is an indispensable number. Three. Mh. 
Under what circumstances are they authorised to form and open 
an Encampment of Knight Templars1 Three Knight Templars 
bailing from three different commanderies, may, under the sanc
tion of a charter, or warrant, from some regular Grand Encamp
ment, fomi and open an Encampment for the despatch of busi
ness. 6th. What is a constitutional numbert Seven, nine, elev
en, or more. 7th. When composed Qf eleven, of whom does it 
consist? Warder, Sword bearer, Standard bearer, Recorder, 
Treasurer, Junior Warden, Senior Warden, Prelate, Captain 
General, Generalissimo, and Grand Commander. 8th. Warder's 
stationl On the left ot the Standard bearer in fie west, and on 
the left of the third division. 9th. His duty? To observe the 
orders and directions of the Grand Commander: to see that the 
sentinels are at their respective posts; and that the Encampment 
is duly guarded. 10th. Sword bearer's stationt On the right of 
the Standard bearer in the west, and on the right of the third divi
sion. lIth. His dutyt To assist in the protection of the ban
Ders of our order; to watch all signals from the Grand Command
er, and see his orders duly executed. 12th. Standard bearer's 
station in the Encampment1 In the west, and in the centre of the 
third division. 13th. His duty? To display, support, and protect 
the banners of our order. 14th. Why is the Standard bearer's 
station in the west? That the brilliant rays 'of the rising sun, 
shedding their lustre upon the banners of our order, may encour
age and animate all true and courteous Knights, and dismay and 
oeonfound th8ir enemies. 15th. Recorder's station in the Encamp
ment? In front of. the Captain General. 16th. His duty? To 
observe with attention the order of the Encampment; keep a just 
and regular record of the same; collect the revenue, and pay the 
same over to the Treasurer. 17th. Treasurer's station in the 
Encampment? In front of the Generalissimo. 18th. His duty? 
To receive in cbarge all funds and property of the Encampment; 
pay all orders drawn upon him, and render a just and faithful ac
count when required. 19th. Station of the Jumor Warden iJl 
lhe Encampment? At the south west angle of the triangle, ·aDd 
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on the left of the fint division. 20th. His duty! To attead to 
all poor aod weary pilgrims travelling from afar; to accompany 
them on their journey; answer all questions for them, and finally 
introduce them into the asylum. 21st. Senior Warden's station 
in the Encampment? . At the north west angle of the triangle, and 
on the right of the second division. 22d. His duty there? To 
attend on pilgrim warriorR, travelling from afari to comfort· and 
support pilgrims penitent, and, after due trial, to reeommend them 
to the hospitality of the Generalissimo. 23d. Prelate's statioo 
in the Encampment? On the right of the Generalissimo. 24th. 
His duty there? To administer at the altar, and offer up prayers 
and adorations to the Deity. 26th. Captain General's station? 
On the left of the Grand Commander. 26th. His duty! To 
see that .the proper officers make all suitable preparations for the 
several meeting)! of the Encampment, aad take special care that 
the asylum is iQ a suitable array for the introduction of ca,ndidates . 
and despatch ot business; also, to receive and commwticate all 
orders from the Grand Commander to the officers of the line. 
27th. Gene~imo's station? On the right of the Grand Com
mander. 28th. His- duty? To receive and communicate all 
orderil, signals, . and petitions, and assist the Grand Commander 
in the discharge:of his various duties, and ~n his absence to gov
ern the EncampmeBt. 29th. Grand Commander's station? In 
the east. 30th. His duty? To distribute ,aims, and protect 
weary pilgrims, travelli~ from afar; to encourage pilgrim warri .. 
OrR; to sustain pilgrims penitent; feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, bind up the wounds of the afBicted; to inculcate hospitali~ 
ty, and govern his Encampment with justice and moderation. 

SECOND SECTION OF LECTURES. 

lst. What wer, the preparatory circumstances attending your 
reception into this Illustrious Order? I was conducted to the 
chamber of reflection, where I was left in silence and solitude, to 
reflect upon three questions which were left with mtl in writing. 
:2d. What were your answers! They were satisfactory to the 
Grand Commander; but, ~ a trial of my patience and persever
ance, he enjoined upon me the performance of seven years' pil. 
grimage, clothed in pilgrim's weeds. 3d. What followed? I was 
then invested with sandals, staff, and scrip, and commenced my 
tour of pilgrimage, but was soon accosted by a guard, who de
manded of me, 'who comes thereT' 4th. Your answer? A poor 
and weary pilgrim, travelling from afar, to join with those who oft 
have gone before, and offer his devotions at the holy shrine. 5th. 
What said the- guard? Pilgrim, I greet thee; gold and silver bave 
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IIIGDet but aueh 88 I baTe give I unto tRee. 6th. What folloNt 
After havillg partieipated in the rehebmentB, (which is a glass or 
'Water and a cl'llCker,) the guard took !pe by the hand, and thus 
addressed me: 'Pilgrim, hearken to a _on to cheer thee on thy 
way. and insure thee of SdeC68S.' 7th. What followedt Leason 
read. (See Templar's chart.) The guard. then took me by the 
hand, and said, 'Fare thee well! ~ speed thee on thy way.' 
8th. What followed? I stin pursued my pilgrimage, but was often 
accosted by guards, from whom I received the same friendly 
treatment, as from the firat. 9th. Where did your term of pil
. arimage endt At the door of the asylum, where after giving the 
a1ann by 3 X 3, the Warder appeared and demanded, 'who comes 
there?' 10th. YOUr anB'IVerl A poor and weary pilgrim, travel
ling from afar, who, having passed full three long years of pilgrim
age, now craves permission, if it shall please the Grand Com-

, mander, fortlJwjtb to dedicate the remaining four years to deeds 
of moreexaIted usefulness, and if found worthy, his strong de
sire is now to be admitted to those valiant Knights, whose well
earned fame bas spread both far and nelll' for deeds of eharity 
aDd pure beneficence. 11 tho What were you then asked? What 
surety can you offer that you are no impostor. 12th. Your an
swer? The commendations of a true and courteous Knight, the 
Junior W~en, who recommends to the Grand Commander the 
remission of the four remaining years ofpilgrimage. 13th. What, 
followedl The Grand Commander then addressed the Most Ex
cellent Prelate: ..... This being true, Sir Knight, our Prelate, you 
will conduct this' weary pilgrim to the altar, where baving taken 
an obligation always to be faithful to his vow, cause him forth
with to be invest~d with a sword and buckler, that as a pilgrim 
warrior, he may perform seven years' ~il.rfare, as a trial of his 
courage and constancy. 14th. What followed'!, The Senior 
Warden then detached a party of Knights to escort me to the al
tar, where, in due form, I took upon me the obligation of a Knight 
Templar. 15th. What was' that due form? Kneeling on both 
knees upon two cross swords, ,my body erect, my naked hands 
covering the Holy Bible, square, and compass, with two cross 
swords lying thereon; in whieh due fOrm I received the solemn 
obligation of Knight Templar. "16th. Repeat the obligation. ' 

'I, A B, of my own free will and accord, in the presence of 
Almighty God, and this EnC'ampinem of Knight Templars, do 
hereby and hereon, most solemnly promise and S'Mlar, that I will· 
always hail, forever conceal, and never reveal any of the secret 
arts, parts, or points appertainiRg to the mysteri,es of this 0r!er 
ef Knight Templars, unless it be to a trUe and lawful eoJBpanlOll 
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KniPt Temp1.-, or withia the body of a just and lawful Eoeauap
ment of such; and not unto hi,Jo.or them, until by-due trial, strict 
eumination, or lawful information, I find him or them lawfully 
entitled to receive the same. Furthermore, do I promise and 
swear, that I will answer and obey all due sigDa and regular SUlD

moDS, wt,ich shall be given or sent to me from ~ Encamp
ments of Knight Templars, if within the distance of forty miles
natural infirmities aDd unavoidable accidents only excUiing me.. 
Furthermore, do I promise and. swear, that I will belp, aid, ~d 
assist with my counsel, my purse; and my sword, all poor and· in
digent Knigbt Templars, their widows and orphans, they making 
application to me as such, and I fiuding them worthy, so far as I 
can do it without material injury to myself, and 80 fur as truth, 
honor, and justice may warrant. Furthermore, do I promise and 
swear, that I will not assist, or be present, at the forming. and 
opening of an Encampment of Knight Templars, unless there be 
present seven Knightd of the order, or the representatives of three
different Encampments, acting under the sanctiOIl of a legal war
l'aDt. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will go the 
distance of forty miles, even barefoot and on frosty groun~ to 
8ave tlle life and relieve the distresses of a worthy Knight, sbould 
I know that his distres~ required it, and my abilities permit. 
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will wield my sword 
in defence of innocent virgins, destitute widows, helpless orphans, 
and the Christian reliation. Furthermore, do I promise and swear~ 
~t I will support and maintain the by-laws of the Encampment 
of which I may hereafter become a member, the edicts and regu
latioDS of the Grand ·Encampment under which the same may be 
holden, together with the laws and constitution of the General 
Grand Encampment of the United States of America, so far as 
the same sball come to my knowledge.-To all this I most sol
emnly and sincerely promise and swear, with a ~ and steady 
resolution to perform and keep the same, without any hesitation, 
equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind .in me 
whatever, binding myself under no less penalty than to have my 
"head struck off and pad on the highest spire in Christendom, 
should I kno~ly. o.r wilfully violate any part of this my solemn 
obligation of a KDigbt Templai. So help me God, and k~p me 
steadfast to perform and keep the same.' 

17th. What followed! The Most Excellent Prelate directed 
me to arise, and thus addressed me:-'Pilgrim, thou hast craved 
permission to pass through our solemn ceremonies, and enter the 
asylum of our encampment: by thy sandals, scrip, and staff, I 
judge thee to be a child of humility: charity ~d hoepita1ity: are 
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68 grand charaeterietics of this JIIIl8DBDimous order: in the ehar-. 
acters of Knight Templars', you are bound to give alms to JIOO1: 
end weary pilgrims travelling from afar; to succor the needy, feed 
die hungry, clbthe the Baked, and bind up the wounds of the af'
ilieted. We here wage war agaiDst the enemies of innocent vir
gins, destitute· widows, helpless orphans, aDd the Christian reJi-
3ion. * If thou art desirous of enlisting in this noble and glori
ous warfare, lay aside thy staff and take up the sword, fighting 
manfully thy way, and with valor ~ thy course; and may 
., Almighty, who is a strong tower aDd defence to all those who 
pat their trust ami confidence in him, . be now and ever thy de
"nee and .y salvation.' 18th. What followed1 Having laid 
aside my staff and taken up the sword, the Most Excellent Pre
late continued:-'Having now taken up the sword, we expect you 
will make a public declaration of the cause in which you will 
wield it.' 19th. Yout answert I wield my sword in defence of 
innocent virgins, c1estitute widows, helpless orphans, and the 
CtlriBtian religion. 20th; What ftS the Prelate's replyt With 
confidence in this pr0fe8siOll, our Semor Warden wiD invest you. 
with the 1r&rrior's pass, and uDder his direction, as a trial of your 
oourap aud constancy, we must now assign you seven years of 
Wlll'fare-success and victory attend you. (This pass word is 
MalIer-shalal-haahbaz, and' is given under the arch of steel, as 
)as been described. 21st. What followed! I then commenced 
.y tour of WIUfare, and made professions of the ~use in w~· . 
I would wield my sword. 22d. Where did yO~ll. tour of ~. 
end! At the door of the asylum, where, 0,11 glVlDg the ~ 'by 
IX4, the Warder appeared and demanded, 'who comes there!' 
:a8cl. YoUr reply! A pilgrim warrior, travelling from afar, who, 
having passed full three long years of warfare, is most desirous 
110W, if it should please the Grand Commander, to be admitted to 
die honors and rewards that await a valiant TempJar. 24th. 
What was then demanded of yout What surety can you give 
that you are no impoator. 25th. Your anlwer! The cODunen-
4atiOll of a true and courteous Knight, the Semor Warden;#who 
recommeads to the Grand Commander tWitemission ·of the four 
remaining years of warfare. 26th. What was then demanded1 
.By what further right or benefit do you expect to gain admittance 
to the asylum. 27th. Your auswer1 By the benefit of a pull 
\Yord. 28th. Gil'e it. (Here the warrior's pass is giveD, as be-. 

• Say. God, "l'hey that take the Nord, abaIl periIh with tile sword<' 
'Tbe tmII1 of mao worbth not the ripteoameas of God.' 
'TIle 1Feapons of 1I1U' warfare are DIIi illmnd.' 
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fore deeclibeL) .1dI. WlIat·".. -.eD .. to you! 1 .... di
ftlCted to wait with cOlll'llg8 end constaoey, !did 800n 811 aoawer 
Uould be. returned to my request. 30th. WIIat IIMWer wu 19-
twoeil Let him be admitted. , 31st. What did &he Grand Com
mander thea observe! PiIpQI, _vipg gaiDed admittance t. ear 
uyiUID, wllat profeBlJion have you IlO,W to..b in teeUaoDJ or 
your fHoess to be received a IUUght4llllOlll ..... 1lUIIlber. Ud. 
Y.our an8'Rlt Most Eaiaent, I BOW 1ieolare in truth aM aober-
0818, that I hold 00 eumi&y .r,'MUred apiMt a being 00 eartIa, 
tIaat 1 woold oot &eely teooaciJe, Uould I lad in him a COI1'eI
poodi.Dg diltpolitioa. 33d. Wbat was the GI'8Ild COQIJDII.Ilder's 
repJrt Pilgrim, the lelltimeats )'OIl utter are wordly of the ClIUJ8e 

in which you are eJII8Pdi but.ttil we mOlt require .ome.~ 
er proofs of YIM' f.ai1:htUlMas: ibe ,proo& W8 demud are, that 
you participate with us ia Dve 1ibatioD8; this beiDg acc...,aishell, 
we will receive you a 'IWiIbt Uloag .., Ilumber. 34th. What 
:were the ingIedieats of,the li~ Foar of them,,,ete tUeD 
in.wine and wa&er, aad'tI)e fifth in pure wille. 3ieIl. ,WMt YU 
the liM libatieot To tlae....., of 8oJo.oa, kiag of , ..... 
aGtb. What wu tJae HCQpd libMioot 1'0" meJIlOI')' • IIiiam, 
kine of Tyre. 37& Wha& wu tbe tbird1 T •. the ....,. of 
Hiram, the widow'e son, "ho lCHlt hie life in defeaee of _.imeg
rity. 38th. Wlaat &,110_1 The Grand C ........... tbeo.ad
dreued lIle: PiJgrim, the ~ to which you seek to write 10UJ:
~ .is fOWldtld OD the CBria_ JeligioJr, Jet U8, theo~.ttaDd ·to 
I !essoii &om the holy ev...,1ist. '.89th. What followed! The 
Moet Excdleot Prelate then read a lesson, relative to tile aJKW" 
ta"yof Judas lacariot. (s.e Tuaplar'. clwt.) 40th. Wbat , 
followeit The Gruel Commaader then addressed me:} 'PilgIiIa, 
the Welve. tapers you Me IIIOUDd ,the triangle, correspo.d in~ 
ber with the disciplea of our Saviour .mJe on'e8(t.Il, one of. 
fiill ,by traosgIeAion, aDd betray_ biB L9rd and Muter; , .. 
a C(IIl8ta1lt whnooiIion to you IIlfty. to persevere in jhe fIltM . of 
hODOr, integrity, and &ruth, add 88 a pmpetuaI PJIIlel'iaI of 1be 
~ of "udas Jecaril>t, ,~ .eftquired, by f.he ..weB of _ 
order, *'> ~ ODe of those taper81 aDd Iet.it ever ..... 
10U, ,that he, ,w.boeao basely ftoJate biB vow aad baa)' biB truat, 
it ,wodhy of no better fate than ludu.lscariot.' {De:.c~ 
utU!guiellee ODe of the tapem; .., triaagle i8 placed .• the cell

tie of the IJ(IOID, ,on which .. twelve 1u'niDg eandlal; between 
each candlestick, a glass of wine; in the centre of the tri8B8le is 
placed a cot&n, on wllicb are the Bible, scuU, and' CIO .... boaea.) 
41 .. What followed! The relics w~then uncovered, and the 
Grand Commanaer thO'S addressed me: 'Pilgrim, you here behold 
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eft emblem of mortality reatiug on diviaity,--a human scuB rest,. 
· ing on the holy' scripnu.; it is to teach us that, among all the 
trials and vicissitudes which we are.deatined to endure while pass
ing through th& pilgrimage of this life, a firm reliance on divine 
protection, can alone aftOrd us the cODSOlation and satisfaction 
which the world can neither give nor tllke away.' 42d. What 

· followed1 The Most Excellent Prelate then read a lesson to me 
· with respect to the bitter cup. 43d. What followedl The GI'IUld. 
· Commander took the scull in his hand, IIDd pronounced the fol
lowing soJiloct.UY: 'How striking is this emblem of mortality, once 

, animated like us, but now, it· ceases to aet or think; its vital en
, -ergies are extinct, and all the powers of life have ceased their op
erations; and such, my brethren, is the state to which we are all 

,basteniDg: let .us, . therefore" gratefully improve. the remaining 
,space of life, that, when our weak and frail bodies, like this me
mento, shall become cold and inanimate, and moulderiDg in sa-

· pulchral dust aad ruins, our disembodied spirits may soar aloft to 
the blessed regions where dwells light and life. eternal.' 44th. 

• ,What t'01lowed1 The M.ost Excellent Prelate then read a lesson 
,relative to the crucifixion. (See Templar's chart.) 45th. What 
was the fe.urth libation1 To -the memory of Simon, of Uyrene, 
the early friend and disciple of our Saviour, who was compelle.l 
to ,bear his cross, and feU a martyr to his fate." 46th. W"hat fol
lowedl The Grand C~der then addressed Ute: 'Pilgrim, 

, beroni you can be permitted to participate in the fifth libation, we 
must enjoin on you one year's penance asa trial of your faith. 
and humility, which you will perform under the direction of ~e 
Junior and Senior Wardens, with the scull in one hand and a liglit,. 
ad taper in the other; which is to teach 1011 that with faith ~II 5' ity you should cause your light so to shine before meD, that 

'. ., seeing your good works, IIlllJ' glorify our Father which is,in 
eaven.' 47th. What followedl I then cowmenced my tour· of 

penance, and passed in a humble posture through the sepulchre, 
where the fifth lesson was read by the Senior Warden, relative to 
the resurrection. (Here the ascension of the Saviour is.repre
aeoted on canvass, which the candidate is directed to look at; at 
the same tOpe the Sir Knights sing a hymn. ) After the hymn the 
Prelate speaks as follows:- ..' . 

'I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord; he that ~ 
lieveth on me, though he were dead, yet shall be be made alive; 
--.-

• There is no evidence in ~ence that 'Simon, the CyrenelUl,' _ a 
Jrieful or dUciple of JellWl, or that he feD a ~ to his fate. 1'b:is _ an-
sWer, the!\, it absolutely fal~.! . 
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ana Wli6ltdeVet n~ ... Wetedl Oft lb., l1b1i11l&Tef die. N-
1Zri~, the scene Wore '1tifl represents tile splendN conclulion of 
the baJlowed ~ri8ee, ~ br die Redeemer of the werId, to 
propitiate the ~ 'of an 4"~~. Tbis acmd m..e 
iaWrmsUB that oor 8mour, aftet IImag MJfterfJCI tHe paiaa of 
~atb, descended into the place 0( departed apiriU, aa1II tlIat en 
th'e tbird day, he burst" bands til death, triUMphed OWI'the 
pye, IUld, in due·time, ascemted with vaMeendent ma~ to 
beaven, wbere he n6'w sits on-the·ri&bt Mad of our IIeImIftIy Fa
ther, * medildor; and ill!tereessor fur aft ttIoAe .. haM &lith ill 
bim~ I now meat you W'ittl 1Ul' eo1bh!Im af tlltat faith: (at the 
sante tinte SU$pmMs *em IDs n~ a bhtek croas:) it is a1Io an 
emblem of' OU\' order, ~ rou .. WYr as _ cnnatant ~e 
af, for you to imitate the vimies of' the immaewlac. J .... , do 

• died that you migilt me. PilgriM, the ceremonies in wbiclt,. .. 
are DfIIW engaged, are 'calculated deeply to intpreesyour 1Ditad, aad 
I trust will baw a happy MId lasting el'eet Yp811 yOlll'~. 
You were first, as a trial of your filitb and 1mmiJity, enjlMted to, 
perform se'Ven years of piIgritBage; it represents the great pil
grimage of life; 'througllftieh we are aM ~ we life aD wea-
ry p"grims, anxiously 'looking ftwwald to that as1lum, wIlere we 

. sha1I rest from our labors, and be at rsst h eter.· ¥ou ""' tileD 
directed,"8.'S a trial of,.,ur cOUl'tlg'l and conlltaney, to pelfOflD 

, seven yeartl watmre; it i'epreseAts to you'the constant warfare 
with the lying vaaitiell and deeeits of this "World, in ·which it is 
necessary for UII always to be engaged. Y OIl &lie DOW pertbrme 
'ing a periance as a trial of your'humility. Of dlia,our Lord and 
Savioill' has left us a bright emmple. For though be was the 
Eternal Son of God, he humbled himself to be bom of a WOe 

man, til endure the paiPs and·aftlietioos·incident to human .re-, 
. and finally to suft8ra cnteh,nd·ignominious death ,upon the cWBs: 

'it'is also a trial of'that thlth which ·will conduot'you safely «wer 
the dark gulf of e'ferlating death, aDd Itmd JOur e~ 

. spirit in the peaceful'abodes of die blessed. Pilgrim,'keep ever 
in . your memory this awfuhntth; you 'know not 'hoW' soon you 

.. may 'be called upon to render an accoaoNo tbat!8t1pnlRl8 do_ 
'floUl whom not even ' the mOlt minu&e'att of your'Jlife'i,s'bit:hlem 
tor although you now. stand erect i1raJ)' the IIhll(ltb Gf ...... ooi 
'and pride of beauty. m a rew short"laODlentir you may become _ 

-..f8ie and'lifelel!lll cotpse. This mbment,.eyen\-while'lyM~ 
the 1IDg81 of dea~ may receive the fatal mandate to ~-yoa 
'&om the roD of euBlence; and 'the &lends who no .... '~d·y~ 
ruy be called upon to perform the last'''.dUtt.~'.·~;..jD 
the eatth a banq\ltl far WilDs, an4 this fair bcKlf t , ~ ihto; 
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reJie you DOW hold in yoar hand. lIan thai • bOlD of a WOIllNl, 
is or few .,8 aod full of 80rro.W; he cometh up aad is cut down 
as a ilowt»'; he fteedl as a Iiwlow, ~ coatiPwetb no&. In the 
midst of life, we are in death; of nom may we .... for /ttlccor 
but of thee, 0 Lord, whQ .for our siBs art jWJtJy diapIeued. Yet, 
o .Gocl most heiy, thou God most mighty, 0 IaoIy and IJU)st mtt
~ Stwiour., deliver \UI £rom the paiBa of eternal d.:-liteard 
a voice &om heaVeD, sa)'iu« UDto me, write &om beacetOrth, 
blessed are the cIead tr.t die in the Lord; eyen 80, aaith the spiI
it, for they reat from tMiir labors: be ye aIao ready, and rest as
sured that a firm ruth in t,he.·truths here reyealed, wiD.word you 
cODllOla,iion in the gloomy hour of. 4lisaolubon, and eaaare yOll 
~le and eternal bappiDen in the world to come-AmeB and 
amen." " 
,48th. Where did" your Ulcir. of peD8DOO end! It bas not yet 
"elide.... Ileither can it _ until this mortal shall put on immortali
ty: for aD J¥b err, aad aD e.:ror,neeU repentance. 49th. Were 
you dIeD penoiued to putieipate in the fifth libation! I was • 
. 50th. Where?" WithiD the asylum. 51st. How gained you Pod
miUanee ·~1 A,fter baring pUSH my year of penaaee, I re
twDed to the door of the asylum, where, on giviag tile alarm," the 
Warlien appeared and delllllDded, 'who comes therel' 62d. Your 
anawer1 Pilgrim peaiteot, tra.velling from afar, who begs your 
pennillllion here to rest, ~ at dle .&vine of our departed Lord, 
to offer up hia prayers ad meditati0D8. 53d. What was then 
demanded of youl What aurety, ean he offer that he" iB no "im~ 
poslor. 54th. Your answed The commendation 01 two We" 
and eo~\1S Knights, the Junior _ Senior Wardens. 65th. 
What WlIIII then demaadecl of youf By what further right or bene~ 

•. fit I expected to pia admittance. 56th. Your 8D8Wer'l' By, the 
.lJeneiit of a p818 word. 57th. Did you give that pUs wontl. I 
did not; my conductor pve it for me. 58th. Give it; GeJgo
tba: (it is giVeJl as before d~) 59th. What was then said 
to)"OOt Wait with faith and humility, aad soon all'8114wershlll 
be returned to your ~q""lIto 60th. What 'WBS the aD • .,erQ{the 
GmM'.co.m.aderLi.'Tltat I should he admitted. 61&1. W.bat 
did the ,Grand Commander then demllildt Who have ~ 
in charge; 'Sir Knight. 62L "bat ans.rer was returDe4H A .. pil~ 

. grim penitent, travelling from afar, ., having passe4 Ilia' ~rn, 
of pe~e, seeks DOW to participate m the fifth libatiol1e )het;:,br 
to seal his fate. Gad. What did the Graad COIJllDaB_ tben oil- ' 
88f!6T Pilgrim, in gro.ntiBg your request, ~ reeeiflrig', ~u'. a 
Knight among Ollr Dumber, I can only offer you a roup 'bab,it, 
CO&ftltl diet, ud severe dnties: if, OD these eoHitie.... 7011 tQC 
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still'desiroas of enlisting ~er our ~ers, rou, wiJ!:uvance aD~ 
kn,,,',TI at bas" "f tri.8IE::7Le. s:,4th. 7!VbaL. ",d G~LTI 
Co~~er then observe? pilgrim, the fifth libation is taken, in 
the ::7"st s:gTI4lIDD ggd manngr; CIlI)."l:oi be ofteil. 
reminded 'ihatw" are to ~ fh"JllihL.:tion aD e::7~ 
blemof that bitter"cup of ~eath, of which we ~t, all sooner or 
lat'" part£t.tTIL.:, aDh 5:rom :."hich L.:7!en SaS:L.::.,ur OJ[ !t'e n,'i~ 
withstanding his ardent prayers ~ solicitations, was not ex- . 

• 6LY&.&.. Tb", Grnnd CO!P="lland:c,,, ask::d me if I had any re
pugnance partieipate th:c &llth TIiLYr,tioe, 66t1" You, 'mBw,,:'r 
I am willing to conform to the requ¥'ements of the order. 67th. 
Wh",t foll"",edl tb::", took file c"LY (the upper LYart the 
man scull,) In my band, and repeated after the Grand t:ommaud
er, th" follmwing ubligation: 'ThisLYure wi..ne I now take in tesu
m<:mLY of my OOliuf in rTg,malitLY "f ths: body ::.nd lDlm"K~ 
tality of the soul,-and may this libation appear as a witnes13 
ag:.g,tst mn, bothbs:re be:."nfter,-rnwd the of W4?£'lf 
were laid upon the head of the Saviour, so may the sins com-
mitt"d bLY the whose scull this was, be heaped upon my 

'he:::l, in mh ,'wn, ,:loul:! eve" :lnow:lAgly wilf"H" 
violate or ~gress ' obligatio~ that I ~ve her6t~fore ~e';, 
tak:: at tim", or at ","ty tut":.,, pe"",d, m ,'oiatio:: 
any degree of:l'lasonry, or order of Knigdtbood. So belp 

, God,' 68th. What was this obligation called? The sealed ob-
Iigz':tron. fs9th, Why n""&U,,, ''''y obtrgaii's:o en#.o"d 
or promise made in reference to this obligation, is considered by 

~!~!~ ~~',~i~!~~~~' c:l~'~~ h~i~ ~!.t;~l~:,~i;an Mm't 
Excellent Prelate then read the sixth lesson, relative to the elec
timl ,of trio!thial" (Silijilij cba.ih,; b 1 :.t. What fi,Uowed? Tho 
Generalissimo thus addressed the Grand Commander:-'Most 

, . E,y,inlent, th" exti"doished tape, on th" tril"="lgle, I • 
. the::, is ::acan'H in li:n"::mp",,,"t, :."bleh I u:.opo'''' sho'.x!d 
'. be fi~ed b~ a chojce fr?w among those valiant ~nights! who have 

oSU:.n"med the tnm, ano perfom,ed '.'erem::Dleg :'''quu"U by 
; order. t 72d. What followed1 The Grand Commander then 01-

''¥'he """fidat:. h:.re n,t ,nly j"'i'recat", the ti'5I'nati:m ',f his "wn ,,1227, 
for his own sins, but also for the sins of another, which is a double ~ 
tion;~and all this in case, of a violation of any oath in Masonry. As, for 
inrtfhce, if he etlil a j"""her h~,ater l',.r"':on, h"lilijilijd hi" back 
before his face;' 'wrongs him out of one cent;'. or 'sutlers it to be done by 
ethers, if in his power to prev~nt it:'-he is to be doubly damned!!! 

mon;~~e~~:~:iB:: ;~et~''';:~k!;t:f ~::;:i:g 2~ii::3th~~~~ 1~~; 

• 
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.. clertd the Iota to be given t'ortlI, 'WIIic1t beiDg ... , I ... elected, 
aad the Grand C~tbus Blldreued me: 'In 1eaUmooy of 
your election 88 a COIIIp8Dion ~ us, and of your acceptance 
of that honor, yea will re-~t ,that ntingaished taper; and may 
·the Almighty .Iift upon you the light m, his eouat6DllDCe,.and pre
eerve you fnllll r.Ding.' 73d. What tollewed! TIae Gnmd Com
DI8IIIler "n tIireoted me to beel, IIDd said, by virtue of abe hip. 
power in me vested, as the successor and representative of Hugh 

. De Paganis, and Geoffrey, ef 8t. Omers, 1 now dub and. create 
you Knight Templar, Knight of Malta, of the holy order of St. 
John, of Je1'Ql!*em. [T_ i, repeated three tiines, at the same 
time laying the blade of his sword first upon the right shoulder, 
then upon the head, and then upon the left shoulder of the candi
date.] 7. What fOllowed! The Grand COIIIJIlaDder then pre
sentBd Dif .·sword, aad tbusaddresaed.me: 'Thia SWoM in your 
babd, .. a true and ooUeouB ~t, will be eJldowed with three 
aoet ccellent ~ies; ita bilt be justice impartial, ita blade be 
fortitude tIIIClauuted, and its point be aercy:and Jet it teach us 
this important lesson, that we should ever be 888Uled of the jus
tice of Me .use. in _ell we aw our s~, and being thus 
assured, we shonW peJ1leVtlle·witbthe DKNIt uadaimtad fortitude, 
ud4iEBy, having 8Ubdued eur eaemies, we should eonaidel- them 
no longer such, but eDeml to tllem the most glorious attribute 01" 
&d's tDeIO}'. '75th. What followed1 The Grand Commander 
," eod8W8iDMad ., me the dlJ&oguaN, the peniteat'. pass, and 
.tIIe.grand IIiga, gap, and W8M of KDipt TempIan. 76th. Give 
tae Ue-w1anl. [Tae .. is giYeo by placing the e. of the riPt 

. dlumb UDder the ohia.] "77th. To what does it aIliMIe1 TQ 
the pelllky of my obligation; tobave my bead 8UUck oft" and 
p~ upon the highest apire in Christendom. 78th. Give tJ:le 
,..a.t~s p818.. It. «iveo as befo-:e deacri.bed; the "ord is 
.~ 79th; Wllet doeII this word .1Ide tot . ;'~'; ~,j 

. flOtb. Gire the pad lip. Tllis.ign ia~vea by placioa ~t~. 
II8If in a situatioat JeP.lS-ng the crucifixion of Christ. .~.;,;": 
To what _8' this .ip all.! . To tM mumer in "bicI}t&i.;: 
811Yi .... Gpu.hpon tile croM, anel Apl.ltd 6e _~ IIC ... 
... .w. SId. Gift the .. and word. 'The grip is given by ... " 
.terlacioI tile fin8en ... $a riP' and left bud, with the up of 
tlae rigbt.aad left.haDII. e{ til. ,candidate, Wich forms aero,",:,,"",,: _ '. 

'! 

be a..".., ~ or JMi8t, ..... .r $& LOaD Ai Savipur • 
. Jesu Chria! 

Diplomu of this d~ IDA1 be IIIeD, whicll, 'iD th ...... r4 the SO~\' 
. ., tJlnllTl ......... rn,t recommemHhekarer as a trbe amtfldlhlUt se- : 
.dfer0l~ .. CIuUl! . 
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83d. m.;u is the wordt TmmaDlMl~ [This word is given ~ the 
time of giving the HriP, and is the D8ID8 of the grip.] 84th\ What 
does the grip teach 081 That as our fin@en 81'8 thus strongly in
terlaced, 80 shoulel the hearts of Knight Templan be firmly 'iu
terlaced in friendabip and brotherly love. 85th. What is the 
motto of our orderl Rex repm, et DomiDu dominorum. 88tIl. 
How do 1°U translate itl King of' kiDp, and lArd of lords. 

KNIGHTS' OF THE CHRISTI.&lf MA.R-" 
un GUAltD8 01' TUB CONCLAVII. 

This ~Iave is governed by aD la'Vincible KniPt of .,lli
der of sa. John of Jerusalem, a Seaior eod Juni01' Keight, Iix 
Grand MiDietera, Recorder, Tzeaadler,CoIldudor,'" GuaJd. 
~ ...... '8ir Junior Knight, are all COftt'ened iD .. ~ 

place, aDd aec1ll'04l &om the prY"ioB eye of tbe ...... .' 
'We are, Ioviooible.' . . . . 
'Sir Senior Knight, iaatruct the Sir Koithta &0 .......... form 

for the pUqMMle of opening this lmiacible order.' 
The members bee! on 'both Jmees in a circle, ...... lite 

right band OD his heart, his leA OIl his fcm?bead. 
Prayet".-'Eternal source of life, or Iipt, and perfectioa, 8i.

preme God and Govemor of aU tbiDp, libtnl dilp8M8l' of fiffIt1 
blessing! We adore and magnify thy boly JIIIIIle fiIr the a.ay 
bless~s we bave received &om thy banda, 8ncl aeb01J~ our 
llDwortbiaess to appear Wore thee; but for the sake IUd 1ft die 
name of thy atoning SoD, we approach thee u lost uacl uadebe 
children of wrath; but through the blood or spriDkJiDg, end dIe
sanctifiCatioD of the Holy Ghost, we come imploriag. COI'ltiaa
tiOD of thy favon, for thou bast said, that be who cometh to .., 
throuab faith in the 80n of thy 10\'8, thou wilt. in DO Wise cut out; 
therefore, at the foot of the croSl we come, nppIieatiDg pan10b 
for our past offeaces, that they may be blotted out &om the boCJk 
of thy remembraaee, and be iIeeB DO more, and dial the· remaiJl.. 
der of our days mat be speat 88 becometh the rello...,n of droe 
Holy One of larael; and gracioualy pat that love, barm0D7; 
peace, aDd unity may reign in this eoUDCil; that OM apirit may 
animate . UB-ODe . God reign over UIJ--eDd ODe heaven reeei"e 
UB, there to dwell in thine adorable pIeSeDC8, for eftr and Mer. 
Amen.' 

The In_ible KniPt takes the Bible and waves it four u. 
over !lis bead, saying, 'REX REGNANTIUM, J1Y.l' DO~ 
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NUS DOJUNANTIUM;'wkisses it and passes it On bis right: 
it goes around until it come again to the Invincible Knight, who 
opeas and reads, Matthew, v. 3-12, 16 • 

. Always interlace the fingers of the left band, draw you sword 
IIIId Pl1l8ellt it to ihe heart, and say, 'T AMMUZ TOULIUMJl!TH: I 
pronounce this convention ~pened in amp16 form. Let us repair 
to our several stations, and strictly observe silence! P~epaNl
tioa.-The candidate is shown into the antichamber by the con
ductor, who clo~s him in a gown·of brown stuff, and leads him 
to the door of the council chamber where he knocks twice,' six, 
and two;~2, 6, and 2. Juaior Kuighe. 'Some one knocks for 
admission, Invincible K:aight.' IrmftCible. 'See who it is, and 
make report.'· J. K. (goes to the door, and reports,) 'One that is 
faithful in good works, wishes admission here.' 1M, 'What good 
works hatb.he performed'l' J. K.. 'He hath given food to the 
hungry, drink to the thirsty, and clothed the naked with a gar
ment. ' IfW. 'Thus far he bath done well; but there is still much 
for him to do. To be faithful in my house, saith the Lord of 
hoats, filled with love for my people. If so, let him enter under 
the penalties .of his. symbolic obligation.' He enters, makes signs 
until he arrives at the altar, there kneels, Vow.-'I, A B, do 
promise and vow, with this same volume clasped in Illy hands, that 
I will keep secret the words, signs, tokens, and grips of this or
der of Knighthood, from aU but those Knights. of ~t. John, of 
Jerusalem, who bave shown'a Chiistian dispositiont to their fel
low men, are professors of the Christian faith, and have passed 
through the degrees of symbolic Masonry; and that I will protect 
and support, as far as in me lies; the follo'lVers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ: feed them, if hungry; give them drink, if thirsty; if na
ked, clothe them with gannents; teach them, if ignorant, and ad
vise them for their good and their advantage:-All this I promise 
in the name of th4l Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 
aDd, if I perform it not, let fM be ANATHEMA IU.RANATHA! 
ANATHEMA MAUNATHA!!'! 

* This phrase is probably intended to be trana1ated 'King of JriRgs, and 
Lord of lords.' We infer this from its being BUbieliuently thUB written in 
liain English, although we know of no rules that would authorize a U&llII-
l&tian.-EcI. Le Ray Ga. . 

t 'Shown a C~ disposition.' Now, reader, remember that this de
claration is made under oath, ofteB by men, "ho, 10 far from being 'Profeee
on of the Chrietiua faith,' are Deists, and hesitate not to avow the fact . 
publicly. 

f 04t&atAema .varlllllltAtJ is a phrase used ouce in tIi.e scriptures; it sigDitieIJ, 
. 'accursed at the coming of the Lord.'-Btl. Le Ray Gu. 
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The JDviDeible KIIight iatertae. the fingers or his left IWuJ 
with thole of the candidate, who 'lays his riPt hand on hie heart. 
The Invincible Knight draws his sword; the,Senior Kni8ht does· 
the same; they crose them on the. back of the candidate's oeek, 
and the Invincible Knight says, 'by virtue of the high pow. in 
me vested, bya boll of HI. HoliraeaJ, fup. 8-gleallJr,· I dub you 
II Knight of the C.hristian Mark, Diemher of the Graad CouociI, 
and Guard of the Grand Conclave.' The Invincible Koigbt t!*a 
whispers in his ear, 'Tammuz TouJiumetb.' The Kaights corne 
to order; the Senior Knipt takes his seat; the candidate continues 
standing: the conductor brings a white robe; the BeDior Kaipt 
says, ,thus saith the Lord, be that believeth and endureth to the 
end sball overcome,' and I wiD cause hi. iniquities to pUll fftJIID 
him, and he shall dwell in my presence fur ever and ever. t Take 
l1way his filthy garments from him, and olothe him with a o1laap 
of raiment. For be that overcometh, the same saau be clodied 
in white raiment, and bis name shall be written in the book of life, 
and I will coaree. his name before my &ther and his holy augels. 
He that hath an ear to hear, let..hi$fbear what the Spirit-saith UJl

to the true believer. Set ye a fair mitre upon his. head, place a 
palm in his hand, for be shall go in and, out and minister before 
me, saith the Lord of hosts; and he shall be a disciple of that rod 
'taken from the branch of the stem of Jesse. For a brandt .. 
grown out of his root, and the Spirit of the Lord hath rested upoo 
it; the spirit of his wisdom, and might, and righteooaQess is· the 
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his vine; and he 
stands as an lraHgrais to the people, ami him shall. the Gentiles 
seek, and his rest shall be glorioUs. Cause them that have charp 
over the city to draw near, ev8lj one with the destroying weapon 
in his hand.' The six Grand .Ministers come forward from the 
north with swords and shields. The first is clothed iD' white, aocl 
has an inkborn by his side, and stands before the Iavincible 
Knight, who says, 'Go throop the city; nm in the ~ thereof 

. and smite; let not thine eye spare, neither have pity: for tbey 
have not executed my judgments with clean hands, saith the Lord 

-' * 'His Holineell, Pope Sylvester.' Mult not a Protestant bave some 
qualms or conscience in this recognition of the authority of 'the JIIIIIi of Bin.' 
! Thess. iii. 4-

t Let t,he reader imagine tbisSCen8 passing before hiB eyes. 'The caDCti
datecon\inue8 staadiIJI;'-he may reprd the LORD J_ II all impoator, 
and bis religioa u a C1lDninsly devised fAblej--his faee may be marked witJt 
inJemperan!lB;-yet the Senior Itnight puts on him the 'white robe,' and 
gravel,. eYBt in the lmguage of the wOrd of GOD, (Rev. iii. 5; Zech. iii. 
1-8; IIIL XJ. 1-5; Ezek. ix.:) 'Thua sai'!. the LORD, he that 6elia1e1luDd 
endurdi ,o.tAe eai.,' k .,.. ' 
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of Hosls.' The candidate is inaftcted to exclaim, 'W 0 is me, 
for I am a man of unclean lips, and my dwelling bas been in the 
teAts of Kedar and among the children of Meehec. Then he 
that has the inkhorn by his side, takes • live coal with the tongs 
from the altar, and touches the lips of the candidate, and says, 
'If 1e believe, thine iniquities shall be taken away, thy sins shaD 
be purged: I will that these be clean with the branch that shall be 
given up before me. All thy sins are removed and thine ioiqui. 
ties blotted out. For I have trodden the wine press alone, ami 
with me was none of my people: For behold, I come wi.th dyed 
garments from Bozrah, mighty to save. Refuse not, therefore, 
to hearken; draw not away thy shoulders; shut not thine ear that 
thou shouIdst not hear.' The six ministers now proceed as if 
they were about to commence the slaughter, when the Senior 
~ says to him with the inkhorn, 'Stay thine hand; proceed 
no furtber uiltil thou hast set a mark on those that are faithful in 
the house of the Lord, and trust in the power of his might. Take 
ye the signet and set a mark on the forehead of my people that 
bavepassed through great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and have made them White in the blood of the Lamb, 
which was slain from the foundation of the world.' The Minis
ter takes the signet and prelts6s it on the candidate's forehead: 
He leaves the mark in red letters, 'King of kings, and Lord oj"· 
lords.'. The Minister opens the scroll, and says, ':;ir Invincible 
Knight, the number of the sealed are one hundred and forty aDd 
four thousand.' The Invincible Knight strikes four, and all ~! 
Knights stand before him. He says; 'Salvation belongeth to our 
God, which sitteth upon the throne, aDd unto the Lamb.' All the 
members fallon their faces, and say, 'Amen. Blessing, honor, ' 
glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, and power, might, majesty, and do
minion, be unto our God, for ever and ever, Amen.' They all 
cast down crowns and palm branches, and rise up and say, 'Great 
and numberless are thy works, thou King of saints. Behold, the 
lItar which I laid before Joshua, on which is engraved seven eyes" 
as the engraving of a signet, shall be set as a seal on thine arm. 
-as a seal·on thine heart; for love is stronger·ilian death; many 
waters cannot quench it: If a man would give all the treasures of 
his bouse for love, he cannot obtain it: It is the gift of God 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.' . .: 

ChtJrga.-'Invincible Knight, I congratulate you on yoUr :~- . 
. ,' " 

* The reader is requested ·to tum to the foDowinjJ passages: ,Is.. vi. ,~7i. ' 
Ps. cxx. 5; IA. xIili. 16, and lxiii. 1-3; Rev. vui. 2-14; .;~., .v. I} 
xv. 3; Zech. iii. 9; Songs of So1omcm, viii. 6, 7. The impious:,~OJl 
th!llle ptII88g88 it incapable of defenee or escue. ,; • . 

p 
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ing been found worthy to be promoted to this honorable Order or 
. Knighthood. It is highly honorable to all those worthy Knights, 

who, with good faith and diligeoce, perform its many important 
duties. The 'honorable siiuation to which you'are now advanced, 
and the illustrious office which you now fill, is .one that was much 
desired by the Brst nobleman of Italy, but anabition and jealousy 
caused his Highness, Pope .I1leztmder, to ~all on his ancieot mend, 
the Grand Master of the Knight of SL John, of Jerusalem, to 
guard his person and the Holy See, as those Knigbts were known 
to be well grounded in the faith, and zealous followers of tbeLord. 
The members .of the guard were ,chosen by tlteir eovnleruulcu, 
for it is believed that a plain countenance is an indication of the 
heart; and that no straoger should gain admission aad discover 
the secrets of this august assembly, this Order Qf the Clwi.diaP 
Mark was conferred on those who went about doiug good, aDd 
following the example of their illustrious Mas." Jesus, Christ. 
Go thou and do likewise~' 

Motfo.-·Christus repai, vincit, trium~" Rex.regnanaum, 
et Dominus dominantium.' . 

Israel on the left breast, a triangular plate of gold, seven eyes 
engraved on one side, on the other the letter G in the five points. 

* Christ rules, conquers, triumphs.-Ed. Le Roy Ga. 

KNIGHTS OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE. 

Hi,tory.-SL Helena, daughter of Caylus, king of Britain, 
consort of Constantine, and mother of Constantine the Great, in 
the year 296, made a journey to the Holy Land in search of the 
cross of Jesus Christ. After levelling the hillocks and destroy
ing tbe temple of Venus, three crosses were discovered. It was 
now difficult to discover which of the three was the one sought 
for by her. By order of his Holiness, Pope MarceUinus, they 
were bome to the bed of a woman who had long been visited by 
sickness, and lay at the point of death; she placed her hands up
on the second cross first, which rendered her no service; but when 
she laid her hand upon the third, she was restored to her former 
health. She instantly arose, giving glory to God, saying, He was 
'wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, 
the ebastiaement of sq. was upon him, and with his stripes we are 
healed, and God hath laid on him all our iniquities. On the spot 
'where the crosses were found, St. Helena erected a stately church, 
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(}ue handred paces long and sixty'wide; the east end takes in the 
place where lh;e crosses stood, ~ the west, of the sepulchre: by 
IeveDing the bills, the sepulchre IS above the 800r of the church, 
like a grotto which is twenty feet from the floor te the top of the 
lOOk: there is a supe~b cupola oYer the sepulchre, and in the aisle 
are the tombs of Godfrey and Baldwin, kings of Jeruwem. In 
302, St. Helena instituted the Order of Knighte of the Holy 
Sepulchre of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. This Order 
was confmned in 304, by rus Holiness, Pope Mareellinus; they 
were bound by a sacred vow to gtmrd the Holy Sepulchre, pr0-
tect pilgrimS, and fight infidels, aDd enemies of the cross of Christ. 
The city of Jerusalem was rebuilt and ornamented by lElius 
AdriaD, emperor. of Rome, and given to the Christians iii 120. 
The Persians took it from them in 637', and in 1008 it .n into 
the bands of the Turks, under whose oppressions it long groan
ed, until'Peter the Holy steerectthe westem princes·to releue the 
distreSsed church, and in'IOS6, Godfrey and Baldwin UDfurled 
the banner of the croSs, and expelled the Turks. He was to 
have heeD mvested With the royalwreatli of m~, but he thought 
it not meet to wear a crown of 'laurel when his blessed Saviour 
had worn a crown of thorns. Yet for the common good, he suf. 
fered himself to be cialled the king of Palestine. . 

.Ducftplirm. ~.-Tlle Council must represent a Cathedral 
Church, the altar covered with black, upon which Blust be placed 
three ,large' candles; a cross, and in the centre a scuD and cross 
JKmes. The Principal stands on the right side of the altar, with 
a Bible in one' band, and a staff in the other; soft music plays, 
and the Veil is drawn up, and ~ers the altar; the choir say: 

'Husb, bush, the beavenly choir, 
They cleave the air in bright attire: 
Bee. tee, the lute each anjel brings, 
ADd hark divinely thus they 1Iin.:- . 

'To the power divine, 
AU r).orJ be given, 

By. _0 upen tiartb, 
And anjels in heavea.' 

The Priest steps before the altar, and says, 'Kyrie Elieson; 
Christe Elieson; Kyrie EliasOn;. Amen: Gloria Sibi Dominolt 
I declare this Grand Council opened, and ready to proceed to 
business.' The Priests and Ministers take their several·stations 
and obserVe order. The candidatea ~ prepared, ~8: eJarms 

" . 
'" '0 Lord, have mercYi 0 Christ, have merllYi 0 Lom, have'~rcy,' 
t 'Glory to the Lord billl8e1f.' 
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at the door by sevea RpS, and the Prelate says to Verger, 'See 
the C8IIB8 of that alarm, aud report.' Verger goes to the dow, 
and reports, 'Right Reverend Prelate, there are seven bretbren . 
who solicit admission to this Gnmd" CounciL' Prelate says, 'On 
what is their desire foundedt" Verger •. 'On a true Cbriatiao prin
ciple, to serve the church and ita· membeia, by perfonniag the 
seven corporeal works of mercy, and to protect aad guard ~ 
Holy Sepulchre, from the de&troying banda of oar ene __ ' 
Prelate. 'Admit them that we may know them, if you pIeue.7 

They 8M then admitted: Prelate says to them, 'Are yoe foDowera 
of the Captaia of our aalvation1' Verger _ya, 'We are, Ilipt 
Reftread Prelate.' P.' Attend, then, to the sayings.of our lI-
ter, Jeeus Chriat.'Thou ahalflove the Lord, thy God, with all 
thy heai, with all thy mind, with aD thy souJ~ aad with all thy 
might. This is the firat great colllD18DdmeDt, and the·sec_ is 
like unto it; thou shalt love thy aeipbor as thyself: on tbeae two 
commaadmen ..... all die law. aad the prophets. The V .... 
aad Beadle hold the Bible on which thIj eaodidatea ,. their 
right 1Mmds. V N.-'I, A B, in the name of the hiMb aad uadi
vided TriDity, do promise. YGW to bepaa4 cenceal the IUgh 
mysteries of thia DOble IIld invillcible OrtIer of Kaipta f1i the 
Holy Sepulchre, from all but such as ant MAIy aad wiIIiD« to NrVe .
the e8utch of Cbriet, by aets of valor aod charity, IIIltl ita.... .~ 
hera, 1Iy perQmiDg all the corpoteal works of. aeIIC1; aad tIiat, '" 
81 far as in me lies, I wiD defend the chureh of the Holy Sepal
.., from pillage aod violeoee, and guard .. protect piIgrims_ 
~ir way to and from the Holy Laad; .- if I perfonn ilol tbis, 
my vow, to the beat of myalJilitiea, let me become mil ••• "". 
Interlace your fingera with the candidate, cross your B1'IIIB, and 
say, 'De mortuis, nil nisi bonum.'t Prelate says, 'Take the 
sword, and travel onwarcl--tuard the Holy 8epulchre-defeat our 
enemies-unfurl the banner of our croes-protect the· Roman 
Eagle---nmuu to us with victory and safety.' The candidates 
depart-go to the south, where they meet a band of Turb-a 
desperate conflict ensues-the Kaighaa"are victorious; theyseize 
the crescent, and return to me oathHraI in triumph, and place the 
bauer, eagle, and crescent before the altar, and take their seats. . 
(22d c4ap. St. Jolm, rea4 by Prelate.) Then the choir amg,-

'Crelltor ef the tadianlliPt, 
Divi~ day from sallie mpt • 

. Who, with the liJht brilrht or!iJ!l, 
The wodcP. creatioIt did8t begin.' 

~te then says, 'Let our prayer come before thee, and let 
i< 'DeacI.' f 'Conceming the dead, eay notblng but goad.' 
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our exereiaes be acceptable in day aiatht.' The seven candidates 
beel at the tOOt of tbe altar. The Prelate takes the bread, and 
says, 'Brethren, eat ye all of this bread in love, that ye may learn 
to support each other.' He then takes the cup, and says, 'Drink 
ye aU Of' this ClIP to ratify the vo .. that ye have made, and learn to 
sustain one another.' The Prelate then raises them up by the 
grip, (interlace the fingel'J,) and says: '1st, Sir, I greet thee a 
Knight of the Holy Sepulchre; go feed' the .hungry: 2d, Give 

, ,drink to the thirsty: 3d, Clothe the naked with a g\rment: 4th, 
Visit and laDSOlI\ the captives: !Jth, Harbor the harborless, give 
the orph~ and widow where to lay their heads: 6th, Visit and 
relieve the' siek: 7th, Go and bury the dead.' AD make crosses, 
and say, 'In nomini patriafilio et spiritus sancto: Amen.' Prelate 
says, 'Brethren, let us recommend to' each ether the practice of 
the four cardinal virtues; prudence, justice, temperance, fortitude.' 
CIoBing.-Thl3 Knights all rise, stand in circle, interlace their 
fingers, and say, 'Sepulchrum.' Prelate then says, 'Gloria patri, 
et filio-, et spiritui sancto. '. Brethren answer, 'Sicut erat in prin
cipio, at nunc, et semper et in secula seculorum. t Amen.' 

&nediction.-'Blessed be thou,' 0 Lortf, our God! Great 
first cause and Govemaio of all things I thou createst the . world 
with thy bountiful hand, and sustained 11 by thy wisdom" by thy 
goodness, and by thy mercy! ,It colnetb to pass' thfi lJ~d ~e' 
and harvest never 1UI! It is thou that givest every gOOd &ad per-- , 
feet gift! Ble!llted be thy name fur ever and everl' To exaDl':t 
ine a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre; he holds up the flrst·fingtrt 
of the right hand, Knight holds- up the second; you then hold 'Up J 

• the third, and he shuts up his (irst: this signifies three persons ift' 
one God. • • 

* 'Glory to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.' 
t 'A~ it w,:as in the beginning; is now, and shall be, world without end.' ....... 

THE HOLY AND TBRICB ILLUSTRIOUS ORDER OF TJIB . 
• CR~ (lA,}.LED A COUNCIL .. 

Diploma of II Compo of the .Ilfleient Council of the Trinity. . 
./lano Cr. ItO COfIt. 896. 

C • F THE .!NC.NT COUNCIL OF THE 
M' C TIUNITY, BY THEIR SUCCESS-

S • C OB. IN THE UNITED STATES 
• A 0 P . OFAxBRlCA. . .. 

81';. ALB&&T, To every Kniabt Companien of the Boly and, 
Thrioe IDustrious ORDER at mE CROSS: Be it bO~ 

fF2 
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unto you, a..t, with regard to UDqueatiooable voucbers, 'we have 
confirmed the Induction of the Knight Templar Muon into the 
Councils of the said Order of Knighthood, and herein do war
ranthim u, worthy and ILLUSTRIOUS Compauion thereof: 
and hoping and confidiog that be .. will ever 80 ~ himself as 
to conduct to the glory oCI.I;I. :s.- the Moat Holy and Almighty 
GOD, and to the honor of his MAR\t we do. reeommend and 
submit him to the c;onfideoce ~f all those~ut the world, 
who can truly.and deserv:h:b .y, 'I am a Christian:' and tlIatno 
unwarrantable benefits arise from this Djploma, and we 
~ all concemed, cautiously aodprudently to IIl8Ik the bear
er on &e mystic letters therein contained, and to reprd ooIy the 
result, in its app¥cation and privileges. • 

Don~ out of Council, at Le ROy, in the CCMPlty of Genesee, 
and state of New-York, of these U. S. A. August lst. 182'7. 

Sir ' 
COlll1ltBNDATI01.a, SOVEREIGN PaBl'BCT. 

SIR KNIGHTS COMP'NtI. SIR J. H. C. MILLEIl, 
, AcT'G. PR~F. 

The officers U4l eouocil all in their ~es;' The Most Dus
trious. Prefect addreaaea the Most W oi1ly Provost thus: 'Moat 
W orsbipful Provost, what .. the 0' cloek1' Most Worshipful Pro
vost .ys, rifling' and faeiag the eaBt, at the same.time raising his 
. mark in his right band, 'Most IUuatrious Prefect, it is now the fim 
hour of the day, the time wben our Lord suffered ad the veil of 
the temple was rent u1Rlder, when darkness and eolUltenudion 

• was spread over the earth, when the confusion of the old cove
IWlt Wall made light in the new, in \he temple of the Cro880 It is, 
Most Illustrious Pnlfect, the third wale,h, when the implements of 
Masonry. were broken-when the &me, which led the wise men 
of the eut, reappeared-when the cubick stone Wall broken, and 
the . word Wall given.' Most Illustriowt Prefect says to Worthy 
Herald, 'It is my will that ~ house of God be closed, and the 
remembrance of those solemn and sacred events, be here co.-
4Jlemorated: make thie, Worthy Heral4, knoWD to the Most Wor
.• pful Prdvost, in 'due and ancient form.' The Wodby Herald 
, ~ows and approaches the Most. W orsbipful Provost, where he 

.,o",s thrice, fades about and gives a blast with his hem, ancloaf
Iter the Knights have filed out ~y threes without the door, except 
the Worthy Senior InduCtor, he does bis errand, u: 'Most Wor
shipful Proyost, it is the sovereign will of Count Aibertus, of Per-

.. The leUen I. H. S. are the initials of the Latin wonis, 'Jesu HOIDiJlllJII 
Salyatjlr,' (Je8pIs, S'vi.o.nT9f men.). -. • 
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pmos, that this bQuae of GOd be eloMd, aad that tIaoIe ao1emn 
8nd sacred events in the new covenBllt be here COQIlBelnorateti: 
you will observe this.' The Worthy Herald bow, and the M061: 
Worshipful Provoa\ rises and addreues the Worthy Sen. Indue. 
tor thU81 'It is the Will of the MOlt mustrioua Prefeea thaA here 
now be opened a Council of Knightl of the CI'088: 'what therein 
becomes your dutyt' Worthy Senior Ioduetor 1II.ys, ''10 reeeive 
the commands of myauperiors in the order, and pay obetIieace 
thereto-to conduct and instruct my ignorant paaa-bretbqln; aDd 
to revere, and in'culcate .reverence in othere, for the Most Holy 
and Abnighty God.' The Most W orabipful Provost rises fierce
ly and saya, 'By what right do you claim thia dutyt' Wort by S. 
Inductor aays, 'By the right of a aip, and the JDatk of • sign.' 
Moat Worshipful Provost I&YS, 'Will you give me a sipt' Wor
thy Sen. 'I could if I should.' The Most Worshipful,Provost 
then. partly extends both arma, pointing dowuwarda to an qle of 
390 , with the palma open, and upwarda, to show they are not aul-

'lied with iniquity and oppreaaion, and says, 'Worthy Sen. Induct
or, you may give it." The Worthy S. Inductor then looks him 
full in the face, and' with his fore finger touches his right temple, 
and letS fan his band, and says, 'This is a sign.' Most Worahip
ful Pl'ovoat .ya, 'A aign' of whatt' Worthy S~ Inductor says, 
'Aye, a sign. of whatt' Wore Pro: saya,. 'A penalaip.' Wore 
S. Inductor says, 'Your aign. ia-' Most Worthy Pro. llIlys~ 
'Tiae Iaat aign. of my induction.' Most Worthy Pro. says, 'But 
you.bave the mark of a aign..' Worthy S.lnductor saya,. 'The 
sign. whereof my mark is a. mark, I hope is in the Council above.' 
Most Worthy Pro. saya, 'But the mark~. Worthy S. Induct- . 
or saJa, 'Is in my bosom.' T~nwpon he ~roduces bia mark in 
bialel\ band, and with the fore ~r of his iight on the letter S, 
on the Cloaa, asks, 'What'a thatt' Moat Wore Pro. saya, 'Lisha.' 
'Wor. Pro. puts his finger on the letter H, and asks, 'What is thist' 
Worthy S. Inductor saya, '~.' Worthy S. Inductor then plits 
bis.finger on die letter I, and asks, 'What is thist' Most Wore 
Pro. says, 'Baal.' 'Whht, then, is your markt' W drthy S. In
ductor, says, 'Baal, Sha-Lisba;~ I am the Lord.' The Moll 
Worshipful Provoat then say", 'You are'my brother, and the tIuty 
is yours of IUlcient right; please annOUDC(l the Council open.' 

. The W orth~ Senior Inductor ateps, to the door and .gives three • 
Dpa, and is answered by aome Knight from without, who is then 
admitted, and the Worthy S. Inductor gives the CoaditioRal sign, 
(which is by partly ~tending both arms, as before described;) the 

* 'Lobi of the. three.' • • 
I 
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llDil£1§%TiC:riDg to right 
fOk'<5. The k'<5orthy Indlk':"t:::rr the<5 a:idresiC<5k' the 
• Most Illustrious PrefeCt, a p~fellsing brother is within 
cil Il:" virtua af a '1\I<513t Ilh.k'13tlious 
thlltll~rald: '@Ilo tel: proE~}133ing Illl<5ther, 
before the chair of the Most Worshipful Provost; 

!~~~:/:?c~~~;;:·~T£3~.:!fk'1\I$l H:;wd the 1f[~; 
says, 'Lam a Christian.' The Worthy Herald then says, 'Fob 
low me.' When arrived before the Most Wor. 'i>ro. the Worthy 
H,l;ral:'# saY£3: : Most ill orthll PyoVOYi: orlle,· cl:f the 31'#ost 
trious Prefect, I here bring you to be marked a profeSSing brotber 
of the cross.' • The Most Wor. Pro. says, 'Worthy Sir, know 
yOk'. crosy k'.f OUlt euuncil" sa),!!: am 4:.iluis3:iIlu· 
Tllu$lEost Wor. Pro. lIays, 'No more.' 

4::3:LIGAllF{!iiCS OF llH.R.I4:itl.liLLUS'.&'HkOUS tlH¥.GHTL {:F THtl 
.&3tlOSs. 

• FIRST :·,.ltJ,IG$leHJN. 

M,. ~ ........ -.. -, now, . .&31 yo:;#: bonolt, and in aik'.wof 

~~:~~,:~~:3~0:n:1§%T~~:O Thri«:~R!~ustri~#:2;:er of the ~~ 
Mo,§: Holy Aimmllllty and. ,i:treerelll ,weaE'atrld " 
declare, that, to the end of your lite, you will not, either in con-
side'ction of Ilain, hona" uorgood. bad ,bu. 
sig::: aver any, least: ;rtep Of H,easuH·" or b<5 im§trun:e<5;r. 
tal in 11ny such objerll to betray or communicate to any person, 
or being, or number of the in th<5 kno<5l2l world: <5ouh<5ft::. 
to eross cran eatitle:1, 2my S<5,,£'at· or £'<5erets, ce,e1§%Te· 
ny or ceremonies, or any part thereof appertaining to the order 
and degree known among Masons as the Thrice lIfustrious Or
der the ]'%:at you :ftill nob Itny dfIRe or times w]gz%:· 
ever, either, now or hereafter, directly, or indirectly, by letter, 
figure, or Character, b~wever or by whoever made, ~"er com
mumeete anp,>f the miurmahu%R and f:eeret f:hreto,uffi 
alludud to'. 'foot you will never speak on or upon, or breathe 
high or low, any ceremony or seeret appertaining thereto, out of 

~~~eai!:t::ellh th:~:gz;~~!1 b::~dus· ;::l'l'd~~~ ;~~gi;m '::;;p<5h. 

su.re pl~ce, !"bere~y ~ny. opinion, eve~n of the nature and general 

:~::;:a:rR o~~:!~~~t%:U£k a b:;::l'::!~:,:~'~p~;::t:ra<5J 
croas; nothing berein gOing-to interfere with the' prudent practice 

, 
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of the duties enjoined by the oro., or ......... at b their .... 
(oleement. . 

2. .You further swear, that, s~"d you kDtMr another to vio
Jate any essential point of this obliption, you will U88 your moat 
.decided eodeavon, by the bleuing of God, to briag luch penoD 
to the mietest and most cOndign p_lIuDent,.,...u", to the 
rules and usages of our ancient fratemity; ud tbia by poiotiag 
mm out to the world as . aa unworthy npbond; by opposing his 
interest, by derangiag his busineu, by traasfel'l'iDg his character 
after him wherever he may go. aad by expoaiug him to the con
tempt or the whole \ fratemity aad the world, but of our illustri
ous order more especially. during his whole naturallif.: nothing 
herein going to prevent younelf, or any other, wben elected to 
the dignity of Thrice lUaatriou, from retaiaiua the ritual of the 
order, if prudence and caution appeIU'to be the gO'Yeming prin
ciple in 80 retaining it, luch dignity authorizing the elected to be 
governed by no rule but the dictates of his on judgment, in re
arard to what will best conduce to the _ereat \If the order; but 
that he be re~le for the character of those whom he ., 
induct, and for the concealmeat of the said ritual. 

3. Should any Thrice IUustriOllll Kuight or actiag 08icer of 
any coUDCil which may have them in hand, ever req1lire your aid 
in any emeqeuoy in defence of the recovery of Ilia said charge, 
you 8wear cheerfuUy to exercise aU auistance in bis ravor, whie" 
the D8tore of the time and place will admit, eveu to the acrifice 
of life, liberty, and property. To aU, and every part theJeO(, we 
than bind you, and ti, ancieat usage you biad yourself; under the 
no leiS infamous penalty than dyiDg the death of. tnit.r, by 
baving a spear, or other sharp iutrume., like as our divine Mu
ter, thrust in yoar left lide, bearing testimoDy, even in death, of 

. the power GJldjuatice of the mark of the boly CUllS • 

•• COlfD OBLIGATION. 

"Mr. -, before you can be t'dmitted. to the Iipt aacI ltene1it 
oftms Thrice lUustrious order, ~ beco~el ray duty, by ancient . 
.-ge, to propose .to you certain questi08l, DOt a tbiog vainly 
cerelllooiaJ; but the compaDioul will expect true uunren: they 
will concern your past life, aad reaolutieDl for tile future. Have 
you given me without evasion or additioa youl bapti ...... ucI 
t'amily names, and those of your parents, your true ... as far ~ 

• Takinc tbia obliption in eoonesioB wI4h the peuIty, it will ..... dlat 
the caadid8te SWIIaI'II by the 6le1BinK tdGOD, to briog one, wbe lbaIl ... te 
the obligatiou, to the ~lIleDt Of 'baving • 8JKlBI', or othe, ebarp iIIItru~ 
.eDt, ~t ~to his left lide,'. u .-Saviour a& biB cirueifiaiool 
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within your knowledge; where you were educated, where you 
were born, and also where was· your last place of residence t or 
have you DotT 'I bave.' It is well.. ' 

2cl. Were your parents free and not slaves1 had they right' 
aDd tide in the soil of the earth! were they devoted to the reliJion 
of the cross, and did 'they so educate their family1 have you 
searched the spiritual claims of' that religion on your gratitude 
and your aa'ectioDsl and have you contjnu~d steadfast in that 
faith trom choice and a conviction of your duty to heaven, or from 
education? 'From dut, and choice.' "This also is right. 

3d. Have you ever up 'to tbis time lived according to the prin
ciples of that religion, by acting upon the square of virtue with all 
mell, nor defrauding any, nor defamed the good name' of any, 
Dor indulged sensUal appetites unreasonably. but more especially 
to the dishonor of the 'matrimonial tie, nor extorted 00, or op
pressed'the poor. 'I have not been guilty of these things.7 You 
have then entided yourself to our highest confidence, by obeying 
the injunctions of our Thrice mustrious Prefect in Heaven, 'of 
doing to aU men even as you would that they should do unto you.' 
Mr. -" can you so continue to act, that yearly on the anniver
sary of St. Albert, you cao solemnly swear for tbe past season 
you have not been guilty of the crimes enumerated in these ques
tionst 'By the help of God lean." Be it so, then, that annual
ly, on the lUlDiversary of St. Albert, you swear to these great 
questions; and'the confidence ofth:e Knights Companions of the 
ord~ in you, relts on your being able so to do. 

4tti. For the future, then, you promise to be a good man, and to 
~ governed by the morallaws of ~od and tlte rules of the order, 
in always dealing openly. honorahty, and above deceit, especial
ly with the Knigbtscompanion~ of the order. 'I do.' 

5th, You promise so to act .nth' all mankind, but especially 
with the fraternity, as that you. sball never be justly called a bad 
paymaster, unpteful, a liar, a rake, or a 1ibertine, a man care
less in the btlSioess of 'your 'VoCation, a dru~, or • tyrant. 
'I do.' . . 

6th. You promise to lead a life as u~ and' just in Telation 
to .U mankind as you are cflt*ble or, but ia matters of cJift'erence 
to prese"_ tbe interest of a companion of the order; of a com· 
pani0n'8 friend (or Whom he pleads, to any m~ man of the 
world. 'I do.' , . ' ' , 

• The word of GOD .,., It Claron. vi, 38, '"There is no man wbieh sin
netll ~.buteach Knight IIWean annually on theannive!RIY~St. Albert, 
that cluring the put year be baa acted on the aquare of Vlrtne ' w.th all mill' 
that he 'baa not delrandecl any IlOr defamed the pod name of u1,' ill _It.' 
fhat be baa done to all men u he would that they should do UDtohlm.' 
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7th. You promise never to eupge in mean party strife, nor 

conspiracies against the government or religion ofy.our counUv, 
whereby your reputatioQ may suffer, nor ever to associate with 
dishonorable men even for a moment, except it be to secure the 
interest of such person, his family or friends, to a companion, 
whose necessities require this degradation at yoUr hands. 'I do.' 

8th. You promise to act honorably in all matters of office or 
vocation, even to the value of the one third part of a Ro~an pen
ny, and never to 14ke any advantage therein unworthy the best 
countenance of your companions, and tbis,that tbey shall not, by 
your unworthiness, be brought i~o,di~repute. 'I do.' 

THlaD OBLIGATION. 

I do now, by the honor and Power of the mark of the Holy and 
Illustrious order of the Cross, whi'-h I do now hold to Heaven in 
my right hand as the earnest of my faith, and in the dread pre
sence of the most holy and Almighty God, .solemnly swear and 
declare, that I do hereby accept of, and for ever will consider the 
cross and mark of this order as my only hope:- that I will make it 
the test of faith and fellowship; and that I will effect its objects 
!Uld defend its mysteries to the end of my daya, with my life and 
with ,my property-and first, that in the state of collision and mis
understanding impiously (lxisting among the princes and pilgrims, 
defenders and cliampions of the Holy Cross of Jesus our Lord, 
now assembled in the land and city of their peace, and consider
ing that the glory of the Most High requires the greatest and 
strictest unanimity of mea8ur~s and arms, the most .sacred union 
of sentiment and brotherly love in the soldiers who there thus 
devote themselves to his cause and banner, I swear strictly to 
~edicate myself, my life and my property for ever hereafter to his 
holy name and the purposes of our mark, aud to the best interest . 
of all those who thus with me become Knights of the Cross: I 
swear for ever to give myself to this holy and illWltrioQS order, 
confiding fully and unreservedly -in the purity of their morals and 
the ardor of their pious enthusiasm, for the recovery of the land 
of their fathers, and the blessed clime of our Lord's sufferings, 
and never to renounce the mark of the order nor the claims and 
welfare of my brethren. 

2d. And that the holy and pious enthusiasm of my brethren 
may not have slander or disgrace at my bands, or the order be 

• 'Consider the erosBand mark ofthia onlef U m1 only hope.' The CUI
didate 8weara then to trust the eternal salvation of hia BOW, tI8& on the tleaib. 
of the Saviour, but 'to tIM t:roU and fIIGI'k. 0/ tin. t1Nlw I' . 

Ho dedicates bim8e~ his life and his PI'OJ'elty to his bo~ 1WIl8, (Christ.) 
and the purposes of '0111' mark!' What are thoeo purpotICI"f 
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injured by my unwortlliness, I swear for ever to renaunee tyranny 
and oppression in my own person and place, whatever it may 
be, and to stand forth against it in others, whether public or pri
vate; to become the champion of the cross, to observe the com
IIlOn good; be the protector of the po~r and unfortunate; and 
ever to observe the common rights of human nature without en
croachment, or permitting encroachment thereon, if in my power 
to prevent or lessen it. I will, moreover, ,act in subordinati~D 
to the laws of my country, and nevercounteoance any changem 
the government urider wbicb I live, witbout good and answerable 
reasons for so doing, that ancient usages and immemorial cus
toms be not overturned. 

3d. I swear to venerate the mark as the wisdom and decree 
of Heaven, to unite our bands and hearts in the work of the Doly 
erusade, and a ' an encouragement to act with zeal and efficacy, 
and I swear to consider its testimonies as the true and only pro
per test of an illustrious brother of the cross. 

4th. I swear to wear the mark of this order, without any the 
least addition, except what I shall be legally entitled to by induc
tion, for ever, if not without the physical means of doing so, or 
it being contrary to propriety; and even then, if possible, to wear 
the holy cross; and I swear to put a chief dependence for the 
said worthy and pious objects therein. 

5th. (swear to put confidence unlimited in every illustrious 
brother of the cross, as a true and worthy follower of the blessed 
Jesus, who bas sought tbis land, not for private good, but pity, .. 
and the glory of the religion of the Most High and Holy God. t\' 

6th~ I swear never to permit my political principles nor per
sonal interest to come counter to his, if forbearance and brollier
]y kindness can operate to prevent it; ,and never to meet him if 
I know it, in war or in peace, under such circumstances that I 
may Dot, in justice to myself, my cross, and my country, .ish I 
him unqualified success; and if percbance it should happen with-

bout mYdknowledge, o~ ~ebii~g informed ththereolr, th~th~ will use ~y , 
est en eavors to samlY m, even to e !6 tnqws log my arms 

and purpose. I will never shed a brother's blood Dor thwart his 
good fortune, knowing him to be such, nor see it done by others 
if in my power to prevent it. 

7th. I swear to advance' my brothe~s best interest, by always 

... Here ia a lItretch of cba~ altogether unpreeedented. It would cer
tainly require the credolity of a chifd to believe that every man, who bas 
taken tbito ,dearee. 'is a true and worthy follower of the bllllllled Jesul;f-but 
to lWeIIIj m ihe presence of the great JZHon.B, to do 'this, is an act of mad':' 
lIess! 
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supporting his military fame and political preferment in opeo'?i~ 
tion to another; and by employing bis arms or his aid in hi~ Ve~ 
catten, under all circumstancelJ where I shan not suffer more by 

the'~=~~fi~:a:f'~:~;';i~:l i:~:~~~ii~g :~/~ll:;0'3~~~i~::; ne~er to 
welfare of my country. 

8th. I swear to look on his enemies as mv enemies,' his friends 
as my iHeed" and ,tand forth mete o~t tender kindness or 

::~~l:~~:l~~ll:~f~1:~n~:l~r dishll!:r~~~d3' his l~ri~r:::, 
or bv debauching or defaming bis female relations or friend3. 

9th. I swear never to see calmly nor without earnest desires 

~!:t~':~~:~f ;;~s:;::hnr 'K~~:::,t::gil!~:~a~::i:~~ s!:~e;: or ~~ 
lea.1rt shadow or" injury about to fall on l-..is head, l'lithuut ?sell Illld 
truly informing bim thereof; and, if in my power to preveat it, 

by my sword Of counsel, to defend bis welfare and 

lO:r;n'dzl sweat nevet tup2'('Se(utll a brothaif baflge tho2'e 
who know not our order, till the remonstrances of a zlouoeil shllU 
be inadequate to do me justice. 

Ith~ I swear to lZUCI'od my brother's secrets, both when 
delivered to me as aud ,,,haIl tbe aatak'e gf the infhrmati'Jn 
is such as to require seereey fer his welfnra. 

i2th. I swear to hold myself bound to him, especiaIly in nf-
• ftic£!O~ and adversity, to contribute to his necessities my prayers, 

mYl~~~~e~l~~e:;on?e ~::::; the eontrol of my ar, if be-
longing to none, to that which is nearee! tn nUl, £led aellfur de
mur to, or complain at, any decree concerning mel which my 
breih3en, as cnunilil, shall conceive me to deserve, and enforce 
on roT head, to my hurt and disbnnl>:r. 

14th. I sweat to ob~· all llUmm(,ns "eilE fmm any cuur'k'eil to 
JOe, or from any Most Illustrious Knight, whethe3 lUUlbio74S 
Counsellor [or the time being, or by induction, and to be gove1'l)
ed by ihe usageli, and eustOlnS of the order "ithout 
variation er 

15th: I swear never to sea eer peemit mille thaIl two ennzii
dates, who, with the Senior Inductor, will make three, to be lid
vanced, ilie same lime, in any council where I s~alJ. be; nor 

::~3 e~~t~l::~d~t~t~I!~ri::~=~~~~;l;~~U~!!~e:ii;~. '~:~.=; 
council adrance any member, the,,, nllt beieg thre3, nl~nous 
Knights, or one Most Illustrious and tour lllustnous Knights of 

Q 
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the Crose present, which latter may be substituted by Moat Il
lustrious Induetion; nor yet where there shall not be a full and 
proper mark of the order, such as usage bas adopted to uur al
tar, of metal" or other durable Ii;Dd worthy material, contained. 
within the apartment of council, as also the Holy Bible; nor will 
I ever see a council opened for business, without the ceremony 
of testing the mark, exercised on the character of every brother, 
prayers, and the reading of the 35th Psalm of David; nor will I 
ever see, consent to, or countenance, more than two persons of 
the lame business or calling in life, to belong to, or be inducted 
and advanced in, anyone council of which J am a member, at 
the same time; nothing therein going to exclude members from 
other partS of the country, or from foreign parts, frQm joining' 
us, if they consent formally and truly to stand in deference and 
defence, first, of their special balo·brethren in the council, nor to 
prevent advancements to fill vacancies, occasioned by death or 
removal. To all this, and every part thereof,'J do now, as b~ 
fore, by the honor and power of the mark, as by an honorable 
and awful oath, which confii'meth, all things in the dread presence 
of the Most Holy and Almighty God, solemnly and in truth, 
bind and obligate my soul; and in the earthly penalties, to wit, 
tbat, for the violation of tb. least matter or particle of any of the 
here taken obligations, I become the silent and mute subject of 
the displeasure of the Illustrious Order, and have their power 
and wrath turned on my head, to my destruction and dishonor, 
which, like the Mil of Jael, may be the sure end of an unworthy 
wretch, by piercing my temples with a true sense of my ingrati_ 
tude-and for a breach of silence in case of such an unhappy 
event, that I shall die the infamo?s death of a traitor, by having 
a spear, or otber sharp weapon, like as my Lord, thrust ,in my 
left side-bearing testimony, even in death, of the power of the, 
mark of tbe Holy and Illustrious Cross, before I. H. S. our 
Thrice Illustrious Counsellor in Heaven, the Grand Council of 
the good.-To this I swenr. 

~ .. 
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TUE ELBVBN lNEFJ'ABLE DJilQBEE8, 

CONI'BBJlBD IN TilE 

LODeIi 01' PllRl'BOTIOII. 

~--
. SECRET MA.STER. 

Opening.-Master. 'Dr. Adoniram, are you a Secret Master!' ' 
~1nB. 'Most Perfect, I have passed from the square to the com
pass; I have seen the tomb of our Resp. Master, Hiram Abift', 
and have, in company with my brethren, shed tears at tbe same.' 
M. 'What is the bour?' A. 'The dawn of day bas driven away 
4arkness, and the grea1light begins to shine in this lodge.' M. 
'If the g""at light is the token of the dawn of day, and we are 
all present Secret Masters, it is high time to begin our labors: 
give notice tbat I am about to open a lodge of Secret Masters.' 
Master knocks 7 with his hands, which is repeated by the breth
ren; and then makes sign of admiration, which is answered by 
tbe brethren. ' 

. Reception.-The candidate i. led to the door of the lodge, 
where the Mast. of Cer. knocks seven times. Adoniram comes 
and repeats the alarm on the inside, and opens'the door, and 
says, 'Who is theret' .R.nB. 'A br. who is weU qualified, wishes 
to receive the degree of Secret Master.' Adoniram reports to 
the Master, and requests that he may be introduced. Master 
consents, on condition he vouches for bis integrity, zeal, and 
good conduct. He is led in, and advances to the altar; his right 
Imee on the floor; head bOllnd, as if blinded; a great light in the 
right hand. . 

Obligation.~'1. Secrecy. 2. Obey orders and decrees of 
Council, of Perfection, of Jerusalem, under penalty of all the 
former degrees.' (The foregoing is the oath in substance.) M
ter the obligation, the Master takes a <:rown 9f laurel and olives, 
and saya, 'Ml br. you are now received as a Secret Master.' 
[See Monitor.J Sign-that of silence. 

After giving the words and signs, the Master f~ '90" my , 
brother, pass the brethren and then attend' to our etlon. 
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LECTURE. 
'Q. Are you a Secret Masterl A. I am, and glory in it. Q. 

Bow were you received 1 A. By being pasled from the equ!U'8 
to the compass. Q. Wh818 were you made? A. UDder the 
Jaurel and olive tree. Q. In what place Were you receivedl 
A. In the sanctum BallCtorum. Q. ·Who receiYed youl A. 
Solomon and Adoniram, the ~tor. Q. In entering the S. 
S. what did you perceive! A. 'l'he character of the divinity. 
Q. What did you see beeide.t A. Tbe pat circle, ia the midst 
of which is enclosed the blazing star, wliich blinded me with re
spect and admirationl Q. What signify the Hebrew characters 
in the trianglel A. Something above the knowledge of a hu
man being, which cannot be pro~UIlCed. Q. Why not, since 
we are in'the lodgel A. Because I have seen the great light 
darting its rays without knowing it myself. Q. What enclosed 
the great brightness! A. The ineffable name of the Great 
Architect of the universe. Q. Who w~ tile firet that saw itt 
A. lloses-and he. read the pronunciation thereof, from the Su
preme Being on the mount, when he appeared unto him; and, by 
a ,law of Moses, it was forbidden even to be spoken, un1eM in a 
particular manner, by which means it was lost. Q. .what did. 
you perceive D)orel A. Nine other words in Arabic c~acters. 
Q. Where were they placed? A~ In the nine beams which come 
from the blazing luminary. Q. What did they ~oifyl A. The 
nine names which God gave himself, when speaking with Mo
ses on Sinai-He made him hope that hia future issue aJaould 
one day know his real name. Q. Give them to me' with their 
significations. A. .. .. .. .. .. 
which compose 888 letters, and enclose 72 names, which aretllk
en as names of the D~n!lJ of the angels' -Whabet, or cabaIis
tic tree. . Q. What signifies the' circle that surrounds ,the trian
glel A. It represents the eternity of the power of God, which 
hath neither beginning nor ending. Q. What doth the blaziDg 
star denote? A. A meteor which ought to guide Illt to the divine 
Providence. Q. What is signified by the letter '-,' in the cir· 
cle of the blazing star? ' A.. .. .. .. -'If .. .. by .. *' 
is meant GoD; by '* .. .. is meant man, w~ may become 
great by perfection; and '* .. .. ... is a Hebrew word awl 
signifies ,thanks to God for his supreme power; it WP. ~e tim 
word that w..s pron~unced by our common parent wben, at bis 
rising, he saw Eve. Q. What rs aipified by the ive beams or 
the blazidg start A. The five orders of architecture, which 
were used. in the construction of ,the,temple. Q. What did you 
see more l~f sanctum sanc,toruml A. The ark of al1ia~; 
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lhe golden eandlestick of seven branches; the table of bread of 
PLKEz'08iiiLL. Q,. WbLf8 WLL the ofEKiliancL A,In 
the. middle of the S. S. under the blazipg star. Q. What did 
tI"BL ark alliLKELe,LKith thL blaziLb star% r"B%present1 A. ASlhe 
arb was bAe eLKblem KEf alliliL'lCe shlch 1!bKE"i h"b mabL with bis 
people, and was put under the shadow of the cherubims' wings, 
S%L i" th"drcle which L%%cloLLL the in thL star % an 
emblem of the alliance of br. Masons. Q.What form was the 
ar~'/, . A. An %,bloag square .. Q .• O~.what was it madel A. 
0, "hitz¥LE COVLred w,thin aLL WnRHzLt WALt pur" bold, LLd 
co.vered with a golden crown, and borne with the two eherubims 
of gold. Q. What th" ¥,Lme (%f th,% %'DrOWL? A. ¥'I'n,n%,%%%_ 
tory, or the place that s8"ed to appease anger. 
did it containl A. The tables of laws which God gave to Ma-
SL" Of L!hat RHLre wh%%t hid COllzLin1 
They .. we~~ of whit~ marble, and contained th~ ten comman~
'LE'f,tS I%%RHebk'('k( cLLracteZ%%. Q. WhL% are LEose %'%KEmm%%LEZ 
mentsl The decalogue engrLLLd by the finger th%% h1-
migbty. The first table contained the four divine. command-
m!f;%%ts; sec,pnd, six hnman, RHhich serv!fh to r%:%RHUatzl all 
the duties of man to mao. Q. What use was made of the table 

%%hew h%%eadt A. To ¥,l-e ihnreon t.he &wnlve )aavnzy of 
bread of propnBition, which' aught BlwsyB to be in thn hresnE?,:;e 
of God as he had ordai,rted it to Mo~es. ='% Q. Of what were ~e 
Jq;%E?E?es1 purE? E?ne 'i.&E?aw W,;,%%% thE?h pla%%%%E?l 
A. Six on the right hand and six on the left, forming two heaps. 

~:;E?';hE?t ~~:!E?::t E?ver I~!f:::~z:,c ~ai A ve%~~,~~~d '%::~~~!:h: 
monument of the obligations made to God. Q. What was the 
DE?&%&e of khe S. in HE?breRHz A.OabE?L Q •. Wh%b hoth 
word signify? A. Speech. Q. Why was it so called? A. Be
~E?lRHe thn DIV%~!TY, in a peculiar manner% resided there and de-
1I%TE?%ed OraT&Rez%:-

A. When Moses received the order from GOD to construct the 
arO, he ,gghe cbnice Bennlt,nl, the of J udab, the Z:E?n 
of Aaron and Mary, the lister of Moses, and of Aboliab, the son 
,of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the most learned of the %%eo-
pl4z1% the !=,4z1PU!=":4z1 tet3kified muz:h for4%t3%dnet327 in ' 
and offered, with so much joy, to carry it on, that Moses gave 

ibib the %%KEund the ili;%'umT,eili;~ tbnt Ite dih not %%%%%nt 
more. they hegan to work accorhing to the model that 
had given to Moses, which also se"ed for .the number to be pla
o;£;d in Tab;£;tiiacli seE'V;£; for 124z1;£;rifi4z1;£;V. Q. Whnt m4z1%%%,@; 

by the seven branches of the candlesticks? A. Tho ,scTen phm-
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eta. Q. What was on tbe top 0( 'the bratl.ebefJt A. A. tamp 
on eac~ looking east and south. -Q. Of how manYl'arts 'ftS 
the carlCllesbeks (ff s~ branches eoD1pOsedt A. or seYell 
parts. Q. What is sigoifted by tb& En that is in our'lodge1. A. 
An ooly eye 1bat enliKhtens UIJ. Q. How did they go up to the 
taUery of the temple' A .. By a staircase, bed on the waIl Ol\ 
the north side. Q. What was the natne of that staircllBflf A. 
Coohleus;-which iignifies "" '''e /0f'ftJ 01 a seretD.' Q. Bcnt' 
many doors were them io the S. S.' . A. Only one on the east 
side, .. hich was called 'Zi~" wbidt was covered with nmgingtl 
of purple, azure, hyacinth, and gold, supported by four C(tfIDDDS. 

Q. 'What did those columns represeut't A. The roar elements. 
Q.. How old are yout A. 3 times tT, and aceompliaMd St. 
Q. Give the pass word1 A.. • • 
. CIo.e.-Q. 'Br. Inspeetor, wbaJ's the o'tloclt?' A. 4"i'be em! 

of day.' Q. 'What doth remain to do!' A. 'To practice vMae, 
to fly vice, and to remain in silenee.' Q. 'Since notlling re
Illaios to do but to practice 1irtae and fly W:e, let us enter into 
silence, tha~ the 1ri1l of God may be accompHshed: it is time fA) 

rest. Dr. Inspector, give notice ·that I am about to close this 
lodge by the mysterious number.' Insp. says, 'The Most Per
rect is about to close this lodge ~e mysterioulIlIumber.' All 
('lap seven, as in opening, and lodge is closed. 

PERReT MASTER. 

A table before the Master, covered with black, atld stMet 
with tears.-Adoniram was chosen first of the seven, to replace' 
IDram Abiff, and he constructed the tomb and urn of H. A.-
Stokin first found the body of H. A. 

Opening.-Q. 'Dr. Insp. is the lodge weH tylM, alld are we 
aU Perfect Masters1' A. 'R. W. aodR., we are.' Q. 'Giveno
lice that I am going to open • lod,te of Perf'ect Muters,' (dolle.) 
Ado. knooks 4 with an iron; Stokin in the west, 4; and a Dr. ift 
the south, 4; and a Br. in the no'rth, 4, and then all make the 
sign of 'admiration' together! Ado. hYII, 'Dr. StokiD, Mat·is 
the clock1' Ans. 'It is 4.' Ad.,. "I'h~ it is high time to &itllte 
workmen at labor, give notice that ill~ of Perl\!tt Matter is 
open.' Stokin. 'The lodge ill open.' 

Reetpfion.-Candidate is ornamented widl'tbe dftIIS aud jenl 
01 a Secret Mllster. M.aster cG ceremony knoelts four-on 1be 
stloaldet of l~specter and &qS, 'Thete is ill. the alltiehanlber a 
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, Seeret Kaster ~ of 1teiDg raised to this de ... ' The 
IDlp. reports to Master, who says, 'Is he worthy and well quali
W to reeei'fethis degree" (Yes.) Mast. 'Let him be intro
duced aeeording to an atlCit!Dt due ftmft.' 181p.· orders Master 
of eer. to go and mstraet c:aadidate; he goes ami damines IWn 
on his fonner degrees, pats ell his neck a green eOM, ancl bollliDg 
it in his left hand, and his sworti io hi, right, lead. him to the 
door and knoeb 4. Insp. repeats tttis within, and 88f8 to the 
:Master, 'Some one knocks.' Mast. 'St!e wlto it iSo' ID8JI.or
eters Tyler to open the door, and see who knocks, and after the 
Tyler hure-peatIM to the Master ofCer. he aoIluainte the Mas
ter, ..mo orden him to be bltrod1lced and led to the BOuth side of 
'the tomb, at the head of the lodge, where he 8tIIIlds as 11 Secret 
:Master. Muter -.,., 'My Br. what do YOll clemand'r' Ana. 
'To be recei,ed to the degree of Perfeet Master.' He is then 
addreaaed thus: 'It is my,' ~c. <_ Momtor.) The Insp. then 
takes him by the cord and leads him four times round the lodge, 
dwn .. keallim beeI, after which be fJU88II by til, tomb on each 
side of tile two cola_; (ercJIIMCI:) in eroeainI, he steps from 
ODe to the other, Itill with the sign of a S. II. he ill placed oppo
... tile altar, his right knee a little hnt and takes the OUtG.&.

'nOK. 'lilt. SeonMl1' PeJlllty:--beiIJR ·dUlwrNwetl, aod the 
penalties of an ...... of lfI1 fOl'llRlr obligatiODJl, Amen; Ames; 
Amea; Ame ... " lIut. draW. the eonl frem his neek, saying; 
'1 n~ dtaw,' k. (see Monkw,) Sips. 
~.-8oI011M had Been iIIfoimed that tire corpse of H. 

A. had b __ = fOlllld ad d.,.,..... in the lower end of the 
teMple amd to be able at 1eut, to gather the pra:ioas rn
maiDa ef 80 good a tnab;. be ordered the nal.l • .141 .... , hi. G. 
IDBpo to lMIkil the t\meral .. ,~s as pouibIe aad the breth
rea to a\\end in white glMel! aIld aproas, fOlbiddiiK at the same 
time, Chill the ·matks ef blood Bpilled in the t8mpte to be effaced 
uatil.engeuee should be takea.-A..toDiram being Grand Mas
ter, .i1'Chiteet ami chief of dae workmen, preaebted a plan of a 
superb MeI11R1le1lt to be ~ to hi. DJeIDOI'1, of black and wbite 
matble, which was finiebed in Bille daya. The heart of H. _'
was taken enclosed in an urn 00 the top man oMlisk which Was 
placed near the west eM of the temple • little on the north side 
to show that his murderers IMId lim fJUt him under some rubbish 
in a ditefl before they catri.e4 him to the plaee where Stokin 
found him. The heatt in the um .... pierced wi1h a sword, aad 
"'err peraOD qualified nIlt to testify bis P until yeageance 
was complete. The heart was eaclosecl ia an obelisk, coveret1 

Digitized by Coogle 



ISS LIGIiIT 05 1UIOIiIU. 

with a triaD.rular stone, on which were the leUer., B. ¥. I.. ~n· 
graved iD Hebrew, characters. 

With a sprig of ClUllJia OD the top, his body was buried in the 
middle of the great ball, in ao,apartmentseparatedfrom ~e tem
ple, where Solomon!J8ed to keep a chapter and confer,with Bi-
ram, king of Tyre, and, Hiram Abiff on the ~raft. Three days 'I 
after the ceremony of burial, SoL weDt, with bia COUlt to the tem-
ple, aod aU the workmen being ranged 88 at the run~al, be di
rected his prayer to God, examined the tomb IUld caoopy,.repeat-
fld the letters 01;1 the triangle, and the letters engraved in the 
centre, then lifting his eyes and his bands towards heaven, he 
said, with joy in his beart, 'It is accomplished and corpplete by 
the sign of admiratiODI' The brethren also raising their eyes 
aod haods towards beaven, leaning their heads on their shoul-
ders, &c. 

LECTURE, 

Q. Are you a Pert'ect Master! A. I have seeD the ~Ie aod 
square placed OD the top of the two colulDD8,acrosa. Q. Where 
are they placedl A. In, the place ,where was deposited the 
body' of our resp. H. A. Q. What did they repre8entl A. .The ' 
two pin.rs which I came to lI'beD"l was made a Perfect Mastel'. 
Q. What was the design of Solomon in instituting this degreet 
A. To encourage the brethren with a reverential love, and to 
excite them to ao inquiry ,who were ,the bloody assassias of H. 
A. A. Suspicion being entertained'that tbey were BDlODg the 
workmen, Sol. ordered a great muster of them, when 3 were 
found missing and supposed to be the penODs. Sol. then order
ed a Mason to erect a superb obelisk at the west end of the tem
ple, and to enclose in an um OD the top thereof, the beart of H. 
Abiff, wen embalmed" of which none knew except the P. M. 
This was accordingly done, and was to remain there lQlUl ven
geance should be takeD. A sword appeared to be driven through 
the um, as a token 'of the desire of the brethreD to take v~
geance 'on the assassins., Tbe body was found in a place sepa
rate from the temple, where Solomon kept his chapter. Q. What 
is !lignified by the square stoDe in the centre of the cirole, and 
also wbat is signified by the letters OD the square stone! A. The 
secret word ofa Perfect Master. Q. Pronounce it. A. '--,." 
Q. Wb~t does it signify? A. Tbe name of GOD, U kDOwn by 
us. Q. Bow were you recejveda Perfect Master! A. On the 
point of a spear to my heart, and a halter around my l)eck. Q. 
Why sot A. To fAGk, me t'IllrUlmber, THEY SHOULD BIUNSTRU
MENTAL .IN .MY DEATH if I retleakd tag oj tAe ,.,crels ! ! ! I Q. 
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How lD!Uly' signa b1mt yout A. One by five. Q. Why eo. A. 
In remembranee of .y five poiDts of eotraace. Q. Which or 
what are they? A. TI:Ie foar teras of eatraDce into the temple, 
and the fifth of a.daNsaioal Q. What is repreaeated by the tomb 
you paued o.r·al your _i_ODI A. The burial of H. Abift' 
in the valley. Q. Why is it eituated DGrtbeaat from tbe aanctu
ary? A. To teach ua .. should be ,uadefiIed before they en
ter tbe saDCtum aanctorum. Q. What is sigodied by the rope 
which c.mes from the tomb to the templet A. Tbe rope of 
gteen with which the bretbreo raised ·the body. of H. A. before 
.-y put.it into the comn. Q. There is a fUrther reMOn. A. 
The virtue of goodness that abould JiIIk 118 to the temple. Q. 
Why were you examined in the former degrees before JOo were 
admittedl A. To see if I were perfect in them before I weat 
any further? Q. Wllat is your color? A. Green. Q. Why s01 
A. TolligDify, that by ft'ourishing in virtue, I might e&peet to 
make prop .. in my Jut degrees. Q. What is signified by the 
two pyramids in the lodge! :A. Egypt, ~m whenCe the Syri
ans sprong. Q. What does ,tile jewel represend A. That a 
PerCect Muter ,should measure hill cooduct lIy the eDet rule of 
eqoity. 

Close by 4: times 4. 

INTIMATE SECRETARY. 

. Op.a.g.-Solomon bocks 8 times~, wbich is repe_ted by 
Hilam of Tyre,and then all the brethreo who are .aupposed to 
be Perfect Masters. Tbey kneel, make signs, repeat the 'word' 
thrice, then rise, take their sword. and go out of the lodge. 

Solomon having fint appointed aeapt. and 1ieut. of the ~rds, 
with directions that they take care of the lodge, and see that 
none approach without permission, ~d that all the guards ob-
serve their duty. . 

Recepaon.-Candi4ate being in the aotichamber, the captain 
of the guards orders· two GI' ~ of them to take from him his 
hat, sword, and the decoration. of a Pert'ect Master, and tben to 
place him ·by the door, (partly OpeD) with 'biB hands across, in 
the attitude of listening. The guards make a little Doise, on 
which Hiram of Tyre, tumiog bis head, sees the CotDGfJI, lifts his 
eyes to heaven and says, $Oh heaveDs, there is a listener!' ~ol. 
says, 'it is i~ble as there ue guards without.' H. T. WI~
oot reply make. to the door and, drags the can. by the hands ID-
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to the lodge, crying, 'Here he is.' Sol. 'What IIhall we do with 
bim1' H. T. (his band on his aword,) 'We muat kill bim!' 

Solomon quits his placp and-lays bold or H. T. and BIlYS, 
'Stop, my brotDer:' then lmoeb on the table, the pards enter 
aad salute the lodge. Sol. ".fake this prisoner and secure him, 
aad let him be forthcommg when called fori' on whieh they 
go out with the prisener, leaving Solomon and Hiram of Tyre 
for some timein private and low cQnveraation. SoL knocks on the 
table again. and the guards return with thepriaouer i. the midst. 
By a signal from Solomon they advaDC8 :lear the foot or the 
tbrone and take eats. Sol the says to can. 'I have by my 
entreatiea pre-niled on the king or Tyre, my w~y ally, whom 
your vaia curiosity baa offended, to remit the 880tence of death 
which he pronouneed upon you. I have not only- obtained your 
pardon, but have gained bi. coDaent, to receive you an Intimate 
Secretary to the alliance we have contracted. Do you promise 
to keep inviolate the secrets entrusted to you in this degree, and 
will you talte an obligation for that purpoae, in the moet lOIemn 
mannerl (Yea.) Solomon eaUHII him to kneel. 

Obligation.-'lst. Secrecy. 2d. Obey 1JlIUM1a&e8 and decrees 
of the G. C. of P. of Jerusalem. Penalty-body dissected, 
bowels taken out, heart cut in pieces, and the whole thrown to 
the wild beasts of the fieldl' Solomon raises the can. and flX
plain, the Carpet. 'The window in the clouds represent the 
vault of the temple, and the letter I, wbicb you see therein, is the 
iDitialofthenameoftheG. A.ofthe UBi. Thedoorrepreaentsthe 
great gate, by which,they entered from the palace: the tears are 
emble~atieal of Solomon'. chamberofaudienee for M88OII8,in the 
palace hung with black, and hither he used to retire and lament 
the uohappy fate of Hiram Abiff, and bere he was wben Hiram, 
king ofTyre, came to vi.it him.' 'I receive you, my brother, an 
Intimate Secretary, 08 your promise of being faitbCul to this order 
which you have just now entered, as was the great man whose 
place you are now to supply •. The color of your ribbon ,S in
tended to remind you of his blood, the last drop of which be 
chose to spill, rather than t.etray bis secreta; we hope, therefore, 
that your fidelity will be proof to eyery trial, and that the sword 
with which we arm you will be a weapon of defence, to guard 
you from the attacks that might be made on ·you to extort those 
secreta, which we are now going to confer on you,' &c. &c. 

LECTURE. 
Q. Are you an Intimate Secretaryt A. I am. Q. How were 

you received1 A. By curiosity. Q. What danger did you risk? 
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A~ The loss of life. Q. What was done to you after you were 
apprehendedl A. I bad sentence of death pl'Ollounced on me, 
and was delivered into the hands of the guard. Q. Wele they In. 
~te Secretaries or Perfect Masterat A. I was then ignOl'll.llt 
thereof, but my resolution and i.otetrity convinced me that I watI 

the first that was made an Intimate ~ry. Q. What are the 
pass wordsl A." .. .. .. Q. What· is the grand 
word? A. • • • • Q., What were you before 
you were examined and received an I. S.l A. A fRvorite of 
Solomon. Q. Of what proviDce? A., Copentister. Q. How 
many governments did Solomon give to Hiram for the materials 
he supplied him with, in the buiJding of the temple? A. Thirty. 
Q. Where were you received? A. In Solomon's apartment, 
lined with black and lighted with 27 lights. Q. What doth the 
hItter I, signify, whiell you saw in the window? A.. • 

• • Q. What does that word signifyl A. It is the third 
name of Deity, and signifies, give thanks to Him, the work is 
dooe. Q, What is signified.by A and two P's, in the angle? 
A. • .• • .• Q. Why is' this lodge lighted with 27 
lightsl A. To represeot 2700 candlesticks Sol. made for his 
temple. Q. What doth the great door in the carpet represent? 
A. The door of Solomon's palace. Q. What is signified by tbe 
triple triangle you wearl A. The 3 theological virtues, faith, 
hope, and charity. Q. There is another interpretationl A. 
Sol. H. and H. K.ofTyre. Q. What is the hour? A. Itia 9. 
Lodge clol1ed by 3 times 9, as in opening. 

PROVOST AND JUDGE. 

~ening.-Master. 'Br. Wardens, are we well tyled?' A. 
'Thrice Illustrious, we are.' Master. 'Where is your Master 
placedl' A. 'Every where.' M. 'Why sol' A. 'To superin-. 
tend the workmen" direct the work, and render justice to every 
'man,' Q. 'What is the bourl' A. 'Break of day,-8 o'clock,-
2 and 7.' Master knocks 5 quick and slow-sep8l1l~which is 
'repeated by the Wardens. Mast.. 'It is break of day,-8 O'clock, 
-2 and 7; it is time to proceed to work.' This is repeated by 
the Wardens. Brethren clap hands 4 and 1: Master says, 'The 
'ledge is open!' 

Reception.-The Master of Cer. Jeads the candidate to the 
400r and knocks 4 and 1, which is repeated by the Wardens ~ 
Master from withiD. Master orders a brother to eee who 18 
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diere; after the brother bas inquired, ,he says, 'A brother who 
wishes to be passed to the degree of ProYost and Judge.' Mas
ter seacls word to Master of Cer. to examine him well and then 
introduce him in ancient form. Muter of Cer. leads him and 
placell him between the Wardens. .8. Warden orders him to 
kDeel and say '--,' and puts • naked sword inbis hanel and on 
bisleft shouWer, Master says, 1--,' and S. W. raising candi
date, leads him seven times round the lodge, each time he passes 
the M~r he gives a sign, (begiJmingwitb E~tered Apprentice;) 
he is then led to the altar, and there addressed by the Master. 
(See Monitor.) 'I now intrust you with the key of the place. 
where is kept the body 8Ildheart of Hiram Abiff, as also the box 
in which is kept the plans t'f the temple; and you are now to give 
us assurance that you will neTer discover the place wliere the 
body is interred.' (He promises and lUes the following oblir 
galion.' . 

Obltgatiota.-'lst. Secrecy. 2d. 1 will justly and ~partially 
, regulate all matters of difference between brethren; I ~ be just 
and equitable to all the world. 88 1 am constituted by this lodge 
to render justice. 3d. lwiH pay due obedience to the mandate 
of the Grand COlll14lil of Perfection, of Jemsalem, and govern 
myself by their regulations.' Penalty-tbat of all the former 
degrees. Candidate rises, and the Master gives' him a blow with ' 
the sceptre on each shoulder, saying, 'By the power with which I 
am invested, 1 constitute you fl Provost and Judge over all the 
werks and workmen of the temple, and 1 decorate you,' in this 
character, with the golden key, suspended by a red nbbon, which 
you are to wear in tbtt ferm of a collar; this apron is trimmed 
with the same color; the red denotes the order of the Mason, 
and the pocket in the centre is to carry yoUI' plans for the ~on
struction of the temple. 

LECTURE. 

Q. Are you a Provost and Judge! A. 1 am, and render jus
tice to all the 'workmen without distiftdion. Q., How were' you 
introduced into this lodge1 A. By 4 anti 1 distinct Itnoeb. Q~ 
What issigDi6ed by 4 antI'l, aepmate1 A. The 4 represents' the 
four fronts· of the temple, and the 1 sigDifiestbe temple of Gon. 
Q. Whom did you meet with in your roadt A. A Warden,whl'i 
conducted me to the west. Q. What was done with you there! 
A. The S. W. :made me kneel on my right knee, and say '--.' 
Q. What answer was given to that1 A. The Thrice Illustrious 
'*' '* '* Q. What is the sigoificaliOD of these wotdsl A. The' 
first signifies 'kneel,' and the second 'rise.' Q. What Was next 
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.lonel A. He made me a I'ro\lOSt and J",odge. Q. Wl-ua,t. did 
he deliver to you? A. A gOlden kElY to distinguisb this degree. 
Q •. Fot wbat pUq)()l§f'l is thiE% kE%y1 A~ Tti o~..ren srali e\;uny 
OOti, in wl:tich were kept the phms for eOnE3tru~g t"e temple. 
Q. Wbat is meant tbereby1 A. That .... Pro~ an4 Judge owy . 
kQ(!ws E%?h",w:e this lKie .BP well Gi\ E%?Dere thtl heart of Hil1llD 

, A.biff Ii€)&. \,~ iE% paE5i:l ""xdl ls.. 'II< '11<. Q~ ¥l~')a4 
is the signification of that word? A. It is . the 1lIb'Be of. tl-.e tirst 
Gnmd W wden. Prince iiarudim, and the eldest of the Provosts 
?\Il,] J 'h,igE%E%, E%?hoFsE% C?E§j'e W£iS the aoo ~",biteets 
of the temR,le~ Q •. What did you percE%ivE% in the lods±:el A, A 
curta~n, ~d "hleh was suspended a small ebony bOx enriched 

~!:~~ew~s. Di~Yo::! !; ~:;:~rntt.t ~;; a ~~ ~: 
the centre of the Lodge in which waa "G. A." Q, What i" 

;:;:::Jr;:E%;eto l;~'~ l;~::z::Mleq!;i~:t.'~, ~~~w: 
meant thereby?!. That e,Juity of jurlgmeJlt, which is (lUJ' pilr~ 
ticular duty, );e~ nominated to ,decide ,!ill,~iffeJ1ln~?s, amoogthe 
we:rkrm5D, Q, "\Vbe,e was ilie Blead uS: hil'lUz, AiJift deposu,'dc 
A, In !Ill um of gold the top of ;>"D E%beli£lk, Q. WhE%£ is 
signified by the two leUers X and 11. A. '*-'11< .... 'If the seat or 

~~;o~i ,:as~issf~~ 's ;;gnll!ed 7 th: letters I!. mtt ;ia~,,!: 
you received? A. In the J;IIiddle chamber, Q. What ~E%S JOUs 
duty? ~. '!:o pe,nect ~e tomb of ,Hiram Abiif. , ~: ~bat did 
the ~hnSSSS IHustrmU<4 In,,ert yoe wuili Up<?TIl 2DlaaooE%Al A. 
'With a white apron, lined with blo()md red ana W thE% casstrlL' 
of which was a pocket with a red and white rose. Q. What was 
!~ ':;!sla~44:~:t :7e::hJ:i:;~ t:t~;~:~e~;~~ E~ ~~~ 
is signified by the red and white rosel A, The red densstelL tbE% 
bkod of Hiram Abiff; and thewbite,'ilie innocency and trntbof 
the 'l\< 'l\< 'if Q. Whsit was me inteatioss of 8aEODZs>D fi}nn 
ilig this degree? . A. To preserve order IL'1lor"gst tbu wm:imi~n, 
Joaberl, beilig honored with the intimate confidence of Solomon, 

p~:~:s~~r~sd7:f!~0~::l':;A.b~E%~:'~~i:~4 P::::~::J 
Judges, and gave them orders to initiateJoabert, his.favorites in~ 
to the ron,t s},cred mysteriea and in give him me keys eraU the-

~'~~;;:~c7~~hsancto=:!'E%::e;~ ri~h~~'i~:i bWh::~r:~!e:! 
Wfna finst lidliiitted into that sacred place, he '_ struck with a:d~ . 
'miP'ati'.?~T'Qd.~"'t,s aud Ozl.~\tllTea pr'E%~ounc9d,. ~ 
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Solomon, seeing him pl'oldrate, said to him -; and save to him 
the balance .sa badge uf IUs 6ftice. i, 

CIote.--Q. 'What is your agel' A.' 41iinoet 16. Q. From 
.... eilCe eame youl" •• I eame'and am gMug miry ~. Q. 
Wba.t is the o~t, ~;·Bred of· aM ·o'clOek-41lDd.'7. 
4!.'lId."SO! A. .~ure,. liS PtobY08t·8ft\l .Judge, hBUstbe 
ready to render jttsdce at ell1imes. . TIwe ~ .closed a6 it'is 
opened. " .. ' .. ' ." .' , . 

. "". :: 
. ' . . ' ....,. 

INTENbA~ 91""~ lmlLDI1WS;: . 
oa . 

.llAB.l'BR IN DRABJ., 

"Solomon is in, ~e eq.st, ~ito ih,~, weit, and A~onirtilit in ~ 

d~te~;.:_So~~· "bto,' ~~ we. tyle~' nio. 'Most Pu-' 
iuIult, we are.' Q. ,'What is it ojc~ock1'. .4. ':Break of ~y.' 
Sol()laOn stri,kes Dve oD!he ll:ltar: with, hill ~evn:e, which;s te
pealed by Tlto and Adonmun.,' Solomon. 'Aslt II bre~ of day, 
it iB tipie to work.' (The lodge is open.) An ,the' brethren 
8~e ~v~ togetber, ,nd' make ilie .~ of surprise and admiration . 

. 'Rec!J'tion~(J81er. 'Brother rlto, bow sbaD we repair the 
.1088 of OUt wodby m,am Abilf1, You know be .had the orna
inen~ of' the. '¥lcret chamber . in, char~, which .contailled the 
'boly ark, which lV8iI to assure the Israelites of ~e perfection, of 
the DiQ8t t.loly God. He is now taken trom us by a m08t'ho~d 
~:c>f 'our craA" aDd' We..are thereby deprived;or our in08~ re
, ~~le cbieq,' D?,W, ~y,1I1~~tri~\ls Brotbe~ '. s~e if. y?U are a~le 
to 8lve,me adVlcc,m thIs ,mportant zqatter.' - . . 

AM. IMpst PUissant, the method r would propoSe would be to 
Cleate one chief trom the Jive order!! of architecture, in ~lnler to 
Uinte aU abilities, and endeavor to finish the 'Work of the .secret 
cllamber of the third stor,..' . ' . 

..MtJltW. ,tour advi~e is good; and to convince you of my 
. rea4ine88 to fonow it, I appoint you, brethren, to inspect the con

dition of this business, _ ,Excenent brethren, Jet Adoniram go into
the tniddle chamber, and see if he can find a chief of the five 
ordeJ'8 of architecture.' . 

Adonira~ goes, arid lIDding Joabert, says, 'Are there here IlllY 
chiefs of the nve orders of architecturel' JOBb. 'I am 'the in

'·~~~~tor.' .8.dof}.':Mt de!U' brofher, have IOU ze81 !bajfPY 
yourseIt 'with attentioB to that ",vhlch the Most Puissarii' J'e-
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oq~~st of YQllt' . . IQI1.b. 'I. haye, .a~ wilJ with aU,p-.un,: ~p11 
Wltk# the lrLlJ.ue±<%: 9f MLlrK PW~L8Pt, KKd ralLt$ tJW; ±<difkL io 
his bQoor and, glory,' .I1dQn.. '!¥~ive me the liigwJ, ",0", and 
tokens of th, pre<iOOing deglrees.' !.I9ni~ ~Qocks at tile «}QOr 
of bPp?;e, tPe,,:!f;' fie0k, anP sevee. OLe of tb:7; bretg;-en 3'kPtb. 
!Q llns,¥ers . the o,l!"fm, anli as~s w,lmt is~. .a... 'There. 
lSI pne ~e::-;, WkiSS i" to. emk#lOye:" thn w02'k#n of 
chamller.' The d,oor is open;;P, ~l1d Adviri.-am, ,",mS ca.,. 
didat.e ~ the tokell of ~ brings liim before the ttitar, and 
1l\k#2A hllp bnwn. . Titn ntand3f k;ebjnb; p~K3 ~e 013 4la88i0k in 
hiS haqH: 8Qd ~ taItes the Qbligaiion. 1. Secrecy. 2. Obedi· 

:iJ~::;,:~~aee;;:a~$:~~1111~ 3'k;::-e~ ;::;:: P?;e;::t 
en out, when the. candidate. lIays, 'AmeQ.' Tito covers his body 
wiP?; a rnb ;::loth; n;;d rrlieve3f bim bb the wik.b Fiia hnnd 
to lUs elbow; ra4ses a,nd p.Ja.c~s him on a 'i1tool, when be is thus ad. 

carry to tJ;:t;:k#'~~;;lk ~:e !:~he;;:~;IoII:;;:'~~~ t~ 
IJecess,*ry to employ five ch.iefs of \he five orders of architecture; 
aDb he f2Aee co.m::-:tlO.IlP q,f thk.%kt t~ 'giio, aDd Ab4a, P?;e 

~i!~~t e~;g a::u;tr!:n!~~t:~~rk:°~t ~~ e~i~dI! ~}!!~ 
be::-, We, th~n:nPk#g:,gn~er i,eJ;llelt;;:g, IIlb hrqt}J,::R', ~~ you- 3'kill 
cQntribute all ~ yc;>ur power ~o Ute: S.II'PU~ end. The ,itj1~tiop, you 
ha0k" jUS[ hh8n illp?; re~mWes dl'~ of n dend 1fIa22, lUid pu btizpt 
~i.eved fl'9mit, lIignifiell 01.15: hope that y~u will fe~~r tbe IOS8 of 
Qui 3f~,.;::;ted HiralJl A,!>\if; !¥lYing s? bright ap aX~gle before ' 
y~u, tlaIi.* hOll 3'km ewll;2n.;or ;.;hom hl& sllmfl fumf!less nild 
teQlpt ~ de~~spon~ tban discpwer an.y of ,the. se«-:et.$., J wiI1 
D03'k nu$e: ;;ou In I%;e S;;;!;,,,, ~nlm~ We±< e;useg tmde::- the snei,.,. 
of cllllsi~~ T}w.c.da$e is raiaed"I).~~,'Iito,iveshim th08~;~ 
iokells, and wqrcJs. . 

LEETUltm. 

Q. Arn izOll. .iie ~ni. 0k:ea.rtt the Euild,ll.Le? . I 
the five steps of exaC4J,es$; f. fAa,Ve penetr ... ed ~e iWn9st patt of 
the temple: anli T have see,n tbEl gr~at light. in t.IIe middle of which 
wn'·· thr··,· mys""'ous ::::ttere. ··r elf ,,·act. ". in H::-bre3'k. with:;:st 

. ;~o:!r .. r.+~~i~~~~f:r:4!i:~~;be re;~~ 
proc~e IllB a ~. ,ljgbt fS> ~F~~ ,,,,,.,: ~art, sed ~lPlat~, my un
dei±<?;a,nd;;,u, ,td"~ 3'k£'k#t JlAnge wngn you Iptrod,;;.e;;d1, .g. In 
place .full Qf woiider I¢d beapty, .ere trut\l and :wisdOmresidf· 
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Q. What was your duty!· A. ro slJperin~d th~ work. Q. 
Why were you made to walk backward and forward'in the lodge!' 
A. To show 'me, that, in advancinglo virtue, I should 'set humani-: 
ty in oppo~ition to ~e pride so naturar to Us. Q. What sUmifv' 
the let~rs .. .. .. in 'the centre 'of the iriangIe! 'A. i. 
'if'll" 'If which are expressive of the wisdom of Go4. ~ 
What is meant by the -, in'the middle or~ blazing star in tb~ 
lodge! A. It is the initi&l of that ineffable name. Q. What is 
signified by the circle in the triangle!. A. Ii teaches the'immen
sity of GQd, without beginn!ng or 'e!lding. Q,~ What i,B ~~ 
by thefQur letters 'If, .. m the cnc1el. A. The diVIDe attn
bUles of the' ~eity:, Q.' What are i\le principf\l attributesl A. 
Beauty, wisdom, merCy, omniscience, -eternity, perfection,jus
fice, tenderness, creation;' which together make the square of 9. 
Q. Why'were IOU barefoot at your admission! A. Because 
Moses was barefoot when he saw the burning bush. 'Q. What 
did the five knocks represent! . A. The five points of felicity. 
Q. What did they produce! A. A ~ arden, who conducted me 
five times round the temple, and supported me. . Q. What did 
you see thereT A. The holy name in the blazing star. Q. Why 
had that star no more than,five raysl A. To denote the five or
ders of architecture, made use of in the building of the temple; 
the five points of fellowship; the five senses, without which a 
man cannot be perfect; the five Ii2bts of Masonry; and the five 
zones of the world inhabited by Masons. Q. What is the name 
in the centre of the start A. '* • .. .' .. or the sacred 
name. 'Q 'Wily is blue 'and gold so pecnliarto this degree? 
A. 'If' '* .• • Q. Do you continue sliD in darkness! A. 
The morning is light; and the blazing star is my guide. Q. What 
is your ageT A. 27. Q. What numbers have you marked'f 
A. 5, 7, and 15. Q. Explain them! A. Five points of felicity, 
seven golden candlesticks, e.n.d fifteen Fellow Crafts, who joined 
H. A. in the grave. : 

Clo,e.-Q. 'What's tbehourl' A.. ,'Seven atnigbt.' Q. 'My , 
bret\n'en, after ha~ practised the flve points of felicity, it is higJ(" , 
time to repose and refresh.' The 'Master knocks 5, which is re
peated by the bretbreD1 5, ", and 15~ and the lodge is closed. 

, " , , 

' ...... 
. ,,' EI;.ECTEp;x.nquTI!' QF NINii;. 
For the form of the lodge, see 'M~~r, fPld in additioa, the 

brethren have .thelr knees crossed, andtlieir heads rec1io.iag 0.0 
tbeir right bands. Malter. 'Brother Stockin, are ;Oti an Eleet-
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ed,llnight of Ninel' $8. 'One cavern received me, one lamp 
HHHe meli?'~t, an?' one A?,riW!fo£: refo£:f!??'ed Q, 'What the 
hour?' .!l.IBreak of day.' MaIMer knocks 8 and 1, Stockin re
peats it, and then all the brethren, with their poniards; and the 

,iI?'fll=:;!i;;:~fo£:?,H{t:;::Z'l;~r:!~nies leads the candidate to the 
door, and knocks 8 and 1. The Master orders the candidate to 

fo£:~n~~::~f~~?,(J3::. c~~~'hkf:~! f,?':t~, Wff!:;: :~&~:~:!i~ 
Elected Knigbt.'Q. '~av6 y~c~~rage enough to rev~ the 

of M:::'fffr, Hm::::. Abm:' .fl, have, Q. 'H fo£:ou 
h,:nn, yo:: fhall be hkOwn :::.here on" of his znurde,n" is c,)nnnal-
00- stranger haa shown the place to me, and if you have forti-

foUf$H the The e::nhidatn blin$2:,d, led the 
,f::::fm, seatAd on thz: ftone. The h~H{ter ' Cereuzzmies 
says, 'Be of good courage, I ani going to leave you, but shall not 
be ,long llhSflnt; and after I am gone, you must take the banhage 

you, '::des, , drind f(;me ad ilie, wnff" you" find hzzkore 
I return.' Candidate is left alone, and the door is 'Iilhut. The 
Master of Ceremonies returns, and orders him to take the poniard 
in his right hand, " the hnnd iIi left, he goa) Hone 
to the door of the lodge, where he kicks 8 ,and 1. Master of 
~e~: .within, says: 'what do ,ron wish?' .fl. 'An Intendan! of the 

:~~~~:,ti!:t:~::de~;::k~asfe,r .fl. ~:;:!~U~g:::, 
or of performing a fcat for the honor of the 'Craft, which will, I 

entidA me tA iliis dewee.' ilh"ter of Cnr. refezfts to dtz$ek· 
irk, to M!:fefzz, and OrdAt:: the A!:edidate be 
admitted. He advances by 8 quick, and 1 slow, steps, holding, 

::e alkeAc where, a;l in s::e, The :li!er bring" him 

and says, 'Wretch, what have you donel Do you not know that 
bfo£: this rash act, rou have dnf,rived me of thz: pleA,%m: of des:ot-

the to zfz.?z:dign f,zznishmezzt1 Skzzdun, him put 
immediately to death.' At this word, all the brethren, falling on 
their knees,intercede for the candidate, observing to the MH:±er, 

his o&if:::zz:e are.?A from enaI, pot frc::m any i:stC:'Ation Pe-
priving the Mast~r of the pleasure of punishing the villain. This 
pacifies and he orders Stockin· to atop, and tell the candidate. 
'ph!:± he be tbis sA"::ed URIhe: but tme:are the 

8,m:kin the bAad anb poniard from the candidate., 
and places the poniard at the foot, bd the head at the to~ of the 
alb:", candidete is on lcneeec :::.:d all the brerr:<zep. 

M W mkes I 



10188'1 ON MASOJIJlY • 

. «10 ~ • ..at, in tb& pres.ace of ~ God; fat·tttiil 
~. tile ususination of our·WOJth,. Jhlter., Biram A.bifF, aet 
·oat, _the BlWerent, kt alae fIB aU, .,. .,. bttray t1ae ....... 
of tAW degru; aod tUrtbermo.re, that I will keep and prot.eot .. 
order with all my might, and the 'hJetBea, in ~ ...... my 
power; ... ~. daMI.wi obey the decrees of die GraniI 
Oouncll of &iDees, of JflIU88leJll; and, jf·l v.io1aie,t'aia, .. ,oil,. "an, 1 ~"':to 6. ~. ",11&,.. *-.fvl pOllMrd o.f ..... 
geMCfl, DQW· preeented to' me, ud to have my bead cut ~ .. 
Stuck OIl the highest pole, Or pianacJe, in fAa eaateaa ..... o£ the 
world, ~ a 1OO1lUDleJ\t ·of· my. ~yI Ameat Amen!' Amem 
!Jaepl. 

Muter. ~8 candidate, and says, 'iome time • the death 
or Hiram Ab~ ad before 8okmio.n hlui beeD able to. dileower, 
the traiwrs who· had· murdered.him, a gr_ as_bl" o.f ..... 
tens,' .. ia M~r, to the WOJds, cW1t.e bad o.nI, time. to. pro
oouace ~, (ve~e is. tak88;) u..ediately after,.~ 
Joabert, be"·t~, and percei~ a spriiIg o.f wateI, he ~ 
aocl then sl6pt· until the rest anilIedand awo.ke him. On. ~ , 
inl th.e Woody. aeene, they all exclaimed............-l· Joabert· lbe.a 
-.uaiuted them wdIa 'wlW had happeoad, and titer, eMIied him 
'fGr _jag alo.ne avenged die deat!tor· Hiraa AJIift After hav,.. 
illl refreebed themselves at the spring, Joabert, - off ",. heracf, 
and di~ the body into. f~ quarters, which. welle baud; ud 
the as1Ies seattJered in the air, so as dlattbey. might be dispemecl 
to the fo.ur windso.f heaveD, ancL to the. corners of th&·elll'th. 
Tben, taking the poniard. and head, Joabert said _! aotl 
n!Itumed. to Jerusalem. (See Monitor.) 

Joabert was afterwarda- higIaly ,/otNJredo.f' Solo.Bion, who eGII/o 

r.ned Qn. him md'the others dU/t,degree eE Eleeted~-aad 
then gave diem the fo.llo.wing sigU: • • •. --

L~CtU8.1i1. 
Q. Are you aliEtected ,Kniptl· !. One ea~lltDew~'_ 

eatered. Q. What did· yo.u SBe there1 A. A: ligbt+, & ~ 
and·the traitor .!kirop. Q. What ·did, you.do .with theml . Ai. 
Tbe light to light me, the poaiard. to. reTen,., aacHlHupliil,ttit 
re&esh me! Q. WIaere.were you. a~mitted" A. Inc th(t a_rUt 
eil_chamber o.f Solomoa. ~ HowoiBDy..w8I'8leleCtedt.·· A •. 
l'{iDe, ioclwing myself. Cb Fwom' wiIat qumb.dw. teey 
electedt< . A. 99. . Q. For what purpoaet .' A.' 'fJ8t-~ .... 
... oIi·lliram AbitK Q. Where.did,'YoufiDclchim'·.' k.: lllitU
~IB o.f a.cavena, near a IMJrniq ..... in ... eJet\t;'uear the cout 
Of'Joppa.. Q. Who cODdaoted'yoiitheMf A ..... ~~ (I. 
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WbatwaJdid you ttuel _thewem1- ... By dark, iaCrieate 
l'fJUs. Q. In what lDUlIlerditttt.i·Elected Koigbu a.ebt A. 
Darlmess often obliged them to pllttbeir'~ before tWr eyes, 
to prevent their being put out; from the difficulty of the road& 
they were obliged to cross their legs, aad this itt the nruoa the 
Elected Koigtits sit in that manner iii the Iodp. Q. Wbat is 
meant by the dbg yon 888 ill 6e carpet of the lodge1 A. The 
sagacity of the ,stranser wlto 'conducted them to the eDam.. Q. 
What does the color of blaek denote ia this degree! A. Gnef. 
Q. What remains to be donet A. Netlaing, beeauae n8ry thing 
is accomplished'! Q. Gi.e me the pass word' A. '-,' 
(all the signs gWen.) . «t- . What,time did you go in se.ch of 
the assultms1 A. At break of clay. Q. When did you return! 
A. At· night. Q. What· i. your apt. A. Eight aad ene, 00-

eomptisbed. . ' 
~-Q. What is the time! A. EvenUlg. Tbe Master 

knocks 8 and 1, which is repeated by all the brethren. Hatben 
gives tM sign, whieh is aMwered br aU.. He then; ays, '-,' 
and tItre rest, 'Veogeance,! and the lodge is c1esed .• 

. ' 
ELECTED GRAND MASTER, 

OR 

lL:LtJ'STRIOl:TS ImECTED OF' FIFTEEN . 

. ~_g.-Master k1I,ocksrthree tim. five. Th8'lnpector 
repeats it, and the ~ declue.the lodge is open. 

Receplion.-The CMItfidate. has a Mad in biB hind, .., i..-Ied. 
to the "00. oftbe lodge by the S. W. wbo· bOCD'a. tmleit'li, mel 
.the Inspectorgaes to the'door, and demands'who is> ~l lJ pOD 
,which the s. W. 88.1il, 'An E. Knight, who is-delJirous otjf)i1Iiftg 
the other Knights in finding the othell t\\lO 8IHl88libl, and to I)e 
admitted among the elect fifteen, ta· Inaptrotbr shutB" the door 
and reperts-loth. Mast.; who gi1'es·onltm!· for hiW admiseion, 

• amth.'is taught tb make 15 steps .in'a·triangUlar' ff)l'Ift, wbieb. 
· briltgl,bim to the altar: T.he bretllrell alhtanft.,ouod wifh'poo.. 
'iarft, &Dc!' interillciDgttlu!ir III.!mls hefere-tlair foretreads with th~ 
palms presented to· Wsw, a1WhHey'ad:plDdoo'for the ou.'" 
Muw. 'Why ,do you ask pardon1' AM. 'Because they are not 
guilty.' Mtuter. 'Why do yoa ask pardon for a ~rsOD -who is 
Dot guilty?' .9."'0 In order to qualify him to become a G~~ 

· Master Elect.' MlJIter. 'Is he well qualiWl' .I.lQ. 'He 18. 
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..Maliif'. 'Kneel,-brother, the'Granel Mastor Elect here preeeot 
desire me to admit you a member' ef this degree; will YOIl take 
the solemn : obligation to keep the secrets inYiolable?' .Ilm. 'I 
wiD.' . 

ObligatiOft.-The penalty is, to have the body opened per
pendicularly and horizontally', and exposed to the air for eight 
hoors, that the flies may prey on·the entrails, also, to have the h., cut off and placed on the higbest piunacle in the world, and. 
to be ready to iflJfict the Bllme penally OIl all t,Ilho dUclDu 11&e se
ere" of tkiB degree/!! Master raises the candidate and gives the 
signs, &c. (Forhiatory, see Monitor.) 'Solomondetembned 
that their punishment should be adequate to their crimes, and 
when the day of their execution arrived, they were brought forth 
at 10 o'clock. A. M. and were executed,,mel were b()UJld, neck 
and middle, to posts in the most public pl,ace, with their arms 
extended; and their bellies were cut open by the elteClltioaer, 
lengthwise, and &CroSS, and in this polition they remained until 
6 O'clock in the evening, so that the flies might prey on their ea. 
trails; their heads were then cut off and placed on spikes .with that 
of ---, on the east, west and soutb piooacles of the tem· 
pIe, under which they had .committed their crime. 

LEC'rURE. • 
Q. Are you a Grand Master ElecU A.' My zeal and worb 

bave produced me that honor! Q. How were you received? A. 
By Solomon himself, in his apartment. Q. When and for .what 
purpose? A. At the time he sent me, together with my compan
ions, to find out the two assassins! Q. How 1mme they to be 
discovered? A. By the diligence of Bengabee --, Solomon'. 
intendant, in the province of Cbetb. Q. Who carried Solomon's 
laUer to the king Morihahf A. Ta~l. Q. How many did he 
send on tbis occasion? A. 10. Q. Give me the sign, token, 
and word? (Given.) Q. What do they allude tot A.. That r 
,hall alway, be ready to i_,Pict tke .tame pwaiBhfAMl,.Oft all w.V 
,haD betray the ucre" of tkiB degree. 

, Clo.e.-Q, At wbat hour did the auassios expire. A. Their 
execution was at 10 o'clock, A. M. and at 6 in the evening, ven
geance was accomplished! Q. Mey all trait",.. meet t/&e ,aRle . 
fate!!! Master knocks 15, wbieh iI repeated first by the In .... 
tboa by all \he bretbreo, and tho lodge is closed. 
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ILLUSTRIOUS KNIGHTS, 

0& 

SUBLIME KNIGHTS ELECTED. 

Optning.-Master koocks12 times at equal intervals, which 
is"repeated by the Grand ID8p!letor only •. M ..... 'What is the 
hour? G.1. '12.' Ms"w. "It is time to improve our labors 
by the greatest of lights, I pronoUnce the Grand Chapter open.' 

llecepticm.-Candldate is introd.uced by Maner of Ceremonies, 
who knocks 12 at the door, which is answered by Master within, 
then by the: Grand Inspector, who goes to the door and demands 
'who is theret' Mutw of Cw. 'A Grand Master Elect of 15, 
who is desirous of being admitted to this Grand Ohapter of Illus
trious Knights:'-This is repeated to the Master who orders him 
to be introduced. He must be decorated 88 a Grand Master 
Elect of 15. He is first led to the Grand Inspector who e~lD
iQe8 him in all his former degrees. MOB''''. 'Compo Gr. Insp. 
what does this candidate desire?' Gr. 1"". 'To be admitted to 
the degree oflllustrious Kni~ht. Mutw. 'As a remembrance of 
bis zeal and labor, I Will adlDlt bim.' MG8'w to can. 'I suppose, 
my brother, you only wish to become an Illustrious Knight, from 
interested motives.~ .flu. 'My first view is, doing my duty, 
which I lta,vedontiat iuy own 8llpeDse, to p1lDish all traitors; and 
now I request this hono .. .as a remembrance.' Muter.' Advance 
and take tbe obligation. 

061igatiOft.-'lat. Secrecy. 2d. To be charitable.' PeJUJ!. 
Iy.-'The body cut in quarters.' The Master raises the candi· 
date and gives the signs, &c. 

Clo8e,~u'er. 'You have this day received pay from the 
workmen, who have performed well" and you are worthy of the 
name you bear, from the strict attendance to promote peace and 
barmony, and to animate the laborers with cheerfulnessl Mas
ter knocks 12, which is repeated' by the Grand Iupactor, and the 
lodge is closed. 

GRAND MASTER. ARCHITECTS. 

Operaitag.-Master knocks 1 and 2, which is repeated by the 
GraAd Warden. Q. 'Are you a Graqd Maatet Aiebitect~Jl • 
• I know the use of every mathematical instrument.' Q. .t 
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208 LIGHT OJ( .4'0&' 

are they.' JJ..' A square, a siagle compUs, a compass with fOllr 
points, a rule, a liDe, a compalls of perfection, a fluadrant, a level, 
and a plumb.' Q. 'Where were you made and received" JI. 
'In,a white place painted with ftamea.' Q. 'What do these sig
nUy" .fl. 'The ptQitl of heart. 884 ~et\l that, shoulcl be charac
teristic of every good Mason Architect.' ,Q. 'What'does the 
star in the north aignif¥ in tbie degree1' J4 'Virtue, which ought 
to be a pde 10 every loed Muoo, as the QQrth stju' is to mali
oem.' Q. 'What is the hourt' .0.. 'A star appears f~ break of 
day.' M.,.. 'Let as wack, 1 dQC)are this lodge 0p.en.' 

Rec:ep,_-C ..... IHliaa _odueed by 1 !mil 2, and Jed 
once Nuod the ..... star, is awIe ~ IMIv.ce 3 sqqare s. and 
then takes the _e, obligatiOo as &hat of Dlustrious.Knights; he 
then ris .. and is made to reeede 3 ,ate,. backward, which briop 
him belwe. the Warclea., .. 4& the, Gnad WIU'd8n giTes hila . 
the sip, toke., and wonl., (For history, s:ee Monitor.) 

CIo.,.-Masterlmocb 1 aad a, wbicb i,l followed.first by the 
Gcud Wardea, titan by all th. b~; after this the, all wute 
tb& Muter, and the ladga i. cl~., , l 

---. " 

THE PEG-RU' 
oJ: ' 

KNIGI:IT8,OF TRE IINTB, , ARea .. 

S I k k 9 ' '(' i I '" ''') ... +. ' _I.' T ~ . '.:. o omon noc s , . .. .., ••. J'lIIWD ,w )'rQ re,pea ... , 
the G~ JUIIior W~ ca1Js to ~er, andtheo:he QI.ld the 
1'8st of the brethrell Jpaock the sam.e.· The two IUnp give sip 
of admiration, first to each other an4 then to the luetbren, by 
whom it is repeated. , The two kings beot at the peaestat, Sof. 
omoo rises, then. raise. H. T. after whieh brethren IJneel at tho 
pedestal, b, order of Solo~(UI."'"TS9JO~fm Sl1)'s, 'I declare this 
c~ter ope ... ', ' " ,- " • 

Buepti"",.-PrevioQ to the recepti~n the ya.u~t and flail pedes
tal are darkened and the trap door is opened, the caiJdidate or 
candidates, (if more than ooe,) are introdueed into the room 

lit. over the trap door, Two 1He~m!.t at least, beiog with candi-
r datelJ as guards, one of which deiiiiDds, 'The favor of being ad. 

mitted tg lb. .. ~ e>f, '.qiglAA .9f.dul.NchL 0Jl ~~unt of bis 
zeal, and !lis' 'tiating 're'gUlarly·6tllel'i:lf die 'mfe~legree8.' 
He .is allBwe~d ,(roDi below that Ilt present it is not pos!lible. but 
that thor iDUIi~ 1'"'1 to Goa for perthl8siDn.' The ~ ~, 
aDd th.,o make tbe requ~t, to '\\'I)Jch the satrJe ansWer" ietum-

, . , .,' 
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ed. Tbey repeat tbis the third 'time. Then·the G. J. Warden 

, asks if'they are willing to Ilescead into 11Ie lower &by_ in 8e8Idl 
,tJf great treasure!" (&8. 'lVes!) A rope is then 1ied J'HJId 
t)De ,of' the 'candidates to let him down into the ftUlt. Heis 
'!dld' if he sees any thing O)l being lowered down, -he ,is to shake 
·the rope and be 'Will be ttised; he is ·thell twice lowered aad 
'raised; the thiid time'fheygiv8 him a bumibg taper.and. on his 
being let down this time, one who is concealed below; blows out 
the taper and one trotn above throws down IIOJne piecea of stone 
and mortar, apd the candidate beholds the pedestal, (uncovered.) 
He is to faU on his·kftees with all below. around the pedestal. 
Candidate continues in this posture, if·there are 'trlCIl"e. than ' one 
caodid8.te, until 'all are let down.' The G. J. Warden tells him 
or them that in t1iis posture·th~y are to take that inviolable and 
seeret ofIljgation. . , 

·'OIligalwn.-I do promise and vow,.in the most eoIiemn 1'DIlD' 

ner and in the presence of the moilt holy and puiSMDt aod 'Olost 
tembIe, just' anil, meroifnl God, that 11 win double my IUlsiduity, 
~al'1lnd'f()'ye fot·my rellow·ltteChreo who,ba.e·taken this'degree 
of K. A. "I''jlrODlise fin1her·neve't to assist at dle initiation of 
any brother, into this tiegree,nor to give my consent that he be 
'iliitiated, ·unless he sliall regulatly'bave received all the forego. 
iug degrees'in a just tnd regular lodge, and urtlessbe shows a 
·ettar~le :dispositi~)D:for Masonry., and also obtains a permission 
hom undfJrltbe'bfinds and aeals·ofthe oIIicel'8 ofajust and regu
lar 10., '8ccordmff'to iancient laws. I furthermore ,promise 
''never to' give' to lLD}"number less dian 3, and th08'e to be well 
eBmined, this'degree uniess'when'authorised for that purpose 
by- a partieumr patent, -and witha'view of constituting a lodge of 
K.. A; Masons-which-I'will'nevercoDSent 10 be holden within 
25leapesof·ooe .. tready teguJarly ... ~utecI. .1. tbrdrer, prom
ise carefully to observe and pay -due obediCfllCe:to ell I the laws, 

'YUles 1lnd reglllatiOllll, :eetablislled and 8pPGiDtcd by this -K. A. 
'ChapMr'asabio'to-~eepin.lable ihe seerets communicated in it. 
:J-ftitthennore promise'that I ·tDill not de6Gua\ -4ny fttnale rtJ."d 
,1&. 'lwolher, 'ImovIinlf them to be' meA. ' AU· this I promise under 
·'tbepenal~s ef my'fomler,obligadoas, Illd in, cue of failure, 
'tiIat'my body may be exposed ,to the beasts of the,fofest. 88a 

prey, SO God maintain me in my present obligation. (For his· 
toryOf' this degree see 'Webb's MoRitor, 2d part, chapter 19.) 
'When the treasure, which had been· found in tbe ground, was 

·produced (to Solomon and H, :T.) they-fell on theit!,knees, " •• e 
the·sign of-admiration and exclajmea·.oG-,' isa geod man!' 'Af
ter G-;-JrailcU;; were ,iDtroduoed to·the lecoadvault,8IIci.re-
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C8iving an:the honors of tlUe degree, Solomon explained to them 
the sacred word, which wall e~".ed on the golden plate which 
was the true name ef the Most High, but thatillwl bee~ already 
milch corrupted as bad .t .... y been observed. The princ.ipal 
ages of Muonry were 3, 6, 7, and 9, which by ealculation made 
81, or the cube of 3. I ,shaU give you the different methods of 
~DOuoc:ing the w~s precious to the Arch we are now treating 
of,' cluaed aceordiog to the above aumer!ll. ' 

3 - All powerful.' 5 - It is what it will be. 
3 - Divine light. 5 - God himself. 
3 - StrikiDg light. 6 -' Etemal God. 
7 - 0 thou who art eteraal •• 9 - God of mercy. 
7 - Sustain UI, 0 God. 9 - My trust is jp God. 
7 - God of lights. 9 -- The grand name. 
This last i. the application' known only to those who have 

been admitt.ecl to the sublime degree of PerfectioD, whic~ ia due 
time, will ,also bo communicated to you. From the eorruptioD of . 
of the grand word spring the - of the Moors, the Jupiter, of 
the Romans, and others of like nature. The true name w.as· visi· 
ble ill the temple, at the time St. J.erome Ilouriahed, written ill 
the ancient Samaritan characters, and is still preserved in the 
heart of every good and faithful K. A. Mason. This mysterious 
word i. covered by 3 signs, 3 tokens, 3 covered wo.rd», and 3 
pass words which will all be particularly explained to you in the 
lodge of Per feet ion. Tbe '''ree now elected took ~ oath before 
God, never to pronounce hie ~red name, nor even to admit to 
this sublime degree, any Mason, untal he gave sufticient proof of 
his zeal and attachment, and promise to Ulle the sameeeremo~ 
of initiation, in order to commemorate the mysterious bistory Qf 
the divine Delta, aad the B.g, B.h, and where the Almighty caused 
~e ancient patriarch to prowiso that be WQuld never fully pro-
nounce his sacred and true name.' , ,,' 

The number of the grantl and sublime elect, _c. (as in Mon
itor, to the word 'Perfection,') where this last. mentioned lodge 
was holden, 9 Knights of' the N. A •• tyled the 9 arches which 
led to the sacred vault. The mo.t ancient stood in the arch 
next to die vault, and so on ill regular proccssios, and none we~ 
permitted to pass but those who were qualified, giving the 'pass, 
of each, viz. • • • • ., ~ 

And at the sacred vault the pass word of the - pronounced. 
three times. Appertaining to this degree are ,two signs and, ope 
toke!!, besidBl! the before mentioDed passes. For c~get see 
MonItor, and It concludes thUltt 'I shall now cGnclude withex-.. 
hortiog you, my brothers, who have been macie, acqQ~ted ~. 
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the mode of contemplating often ~ the pad mysteries, to en
deavor by your zeal and constancy, to Ncelve tho ultimate de-
gree of Moral Knowledge. ' 

LECTURE. 
Q. In what 1flace are we? A. In the centre of the most holy place 

on earth. Q. By what means 'did you pin admiasionl A. By diviDe 
providence. Q. Explain that. A. I wrought in the ruins of the 
ancient temple of Bnoch; I penetrated through 9 arches under 
ground and finally found the J;>elta, containing the name which 
God had pronounced to the pa~archs. Q. What is the Deltal A. 
The triangle of gold, enriched with precious stones and affording 

• great light, and upon which was engraved by Enoch that great and 
mysterious name, Je1l0vah. Q. Do you know the true pronun
ciation of that wordl A. I do not, and it is only known to the G. 
E. P. and S. Masons. Q. Who are youl A. I am what I am; 
my name is -. Q. What is your qualityl A. A K. of 
R. A. Q. How are you received io this qualityl A. By the 
two kings, Solomon .and Hiram, king of Tyre, 'in company with 
my brethren, Joabert and Stokin, as a reward of my zeal and 
constancy. Q. Give me the sign, token and words, (given.) 
Q. Have you any thing else to desirel A. I have, the Ultimate 
Degree of Masonry, and eternal happiness. 

CW88.-Q. What is the time, brother J. G. Warden1 A. It 
is evening. Q. Acquaint the brethren that I am going to close 
this R. A. L. by tbe most powerful and mysterious number. 
Solomon strikes 9, which is repeated by the K. T. by the G. J. 
W. and officers, and the rest of the brethren. J. W. calls to 
order, on which the two kings and all the brethren give tht signs, 
tokens, and words, and Sol~mon says, 'This R. A. L. is closed, 
with all its honors!' . 

THE DEGREE or PERFECTION 

OR. 

GRAND IlLJKlT PBIlFlKlT AND IllBLDIE K.UION. 

(Fo.,. de8cripIion Qj lodge, title., +C. Bee MORitor.) Delta and 
appearance of the burning bush, under which ~ ruins, and be
fore the Master a broken pedestal, lights are arranged according 
to the several stages of Masonry, viz. 3 behind J. W.-.-5 behind 
S. W.-'1 in the south, and 9 behind the Master. When the 
candidate wisheS for admiJsion to. the vault he gives the follow-

S ' 
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ing pU.I word, •• -l'inIly ---., .......u, t:......, tlUnily -, 
pas. word repeated thrioe. . 
~.--.MaIer. 'Most Venerable WatcleDl, are we well 

tyleat' AM. 'R. W. and ,M,. P~ct, we are.' Muter. 'I.et 
us pray.' (See )Ionitor.) .MOB' per.(ect. 'Venorable brother, 
S. lV. what brings you heret' Jlm. 'It. W.1Uld 11. P. the Jove 
of Masonry, my obligation, and' a desire for perfection.' , Q. 
'What are the properties'and qualities for a~iring itt' A. 'The 
twoiirst lead to the third and are three to liappinesa.' Q. 'What 
have you brought hereT' .8.. 'A beattzeatou~ in virtue and friend· 
ship.' Q. 'What is 'the dispositiou 'of an E. P. and S. M.l' .8.. 
'To have a heart divested of jeldous revenge and iniquity, and 
always ready to do good and keep his tongue from calumny, and • 
detraction.' Q. 'How lire you to behave in this placel' .8.. 'With 
the most profound respect.' , Q. 'Whence comea it; my brother, 
that men or all ranks and conditions are in this place, and are 
termed brethren together, and are all equall' .8.. Because that 
sacred and ineffable name puts us in mind, that there is one infin
ity, that is superior to us aB.' Q. 'Why is respeet paid to th~ 

'triangle!' A. 'Because it contains the tl8.me of the G. H. of 
the universe.' Q. 'What are yout' A. 'I am 3 times 3, the 
penect number of81, according to our mysterious number.' Q. 
'Explain that.' .8.. 'I am a G. E. P.aod S. M. my trials are 
finisbed, and it is now time 1 sbould reap the fruit of my labor.' 
Q. 'What is the hourT' .4. 'High twelve.' Q. 'Wlaat do you 
understand by bigh twelve1' .11. 'That the sun has gained its 
meridian height, ahd darts its rays with the greatest thrce on this 
lodge, which is the time we should avail ourselves of, to profit 
by hiS' influence. ' Q. 'Venerable 8en. Warden anDounce that 
I am about to open this lodge of P. M. by the mysterious num
ber of 3, 5, 7, and 9.' S. W. obe)s-J W. strikes S, S. W. 
5, and Master 7-sileace follows-Master calls to order and 
gives 3 strokes, on which tbe-btethren give the first sign; he then 
gives 3 other strokes and the second sign is given, and so on 
until the third sign is given. JtftJlfer. oVen. br. S. W. tbislodge 
of 'Perfect Masons' is open.' J. W. announces it to brethren. 
Master gives tip o€ admiiatioa, whiqa is fi_repeated by J. W. 
and S. W. and then by all the brethren. Master salutes the 
lodge with the first sign, which is answered by bretbnm. Breth
ren cover their *dli and IeIlt thfaaewea. 

Receptibn.--Candidate is in'prepanWOD room eepuated from 
the lodge by a tong narrow.,...., with all the omaments of 
his former degrees. Masterbf'C~niee direot. him to knoek 
3, 5, and 7, at tbe first door· of. tbe pas;;age, aDd .to .,-8 the 

• 
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fint pass word -to .. firIl pard, -.0 .. ,. ' .... ,,' at the _die 
door he gives tile second pau word to fte second IIWd wlao 
says 'pass;' at the door oftha sacred vault he &tyes the third pa. 
9C11'd, and knocks 3, 5, 7, and 9, which are 8Q8wered froa 
witbin, altemately, by the J. W., 8. W. and Muter, who _18, 
'Br. G. J. W. wlto knocks there in the maDner of a Graad Elect, 
Perfect and -Sublime Maaonl' J. W. goes and eays, 'Who is 
therel' MUMr -of Ver. II08wers, 'A. K •• f the R. A. who is 
desirous of arriving at Perfection, aud being admitted to tho Stl

.eood vult.' J. W. reports, and Master .aye,- 'Admit bim ae
oording to ancient form.· The door is opened and the Master 
of Cer. and aU the brethren presenting 8words to his breast, and 
tbusplaee bim batheD the two Wardeas, wilen he gives tile 
S~D of admiration to the Master. Silence follows for two min
utes. M".tw. 'What do you waot bore, my brothert' .flu. 
'M. R. G. P. I ask the perfection of Masonry.' Muler. 'Resp. 
bra do you coaaeot that he shall be '-ttedl' (Aiirmative by up
lifted bands.) .ut".. 'My brother, before you are initiated into 
our s&C1:ed mysteries, you must answer the (ollowing questions, 
otherwise you mu&t be sent back lllltil you are better qualified.' 
Q. 'Are you a Masonl' .Il.. 'My brethren alllmow_ me as sueb.' 
Q. -'Give me the sign, toten, and ~ni,' (candid!lte gives those of 
aD Eatered Apprentice.) Q. 'Are you a F. C.l' .fl. 'I have the 
letter, -- and know the pass, -.' Q. 'Give me the pass, 
sigo, token, and word.' (Given.) Q. 'Are you a Muter Ma
son?' .!l. 'I bow the sprig of -cauia, and what it means.' Q. 
'Give me.tbe pass, sign, tokeoaod word.' (Given, • • '* • •. ) Q. 'Are you a S. Mot' .fl. 'I have plllSsed from 
the fM\U"e to the compass, aod have aeon the tomb of our resp. 
H. A. and have abed tears on biaarave.' Q. Give me the sign, 
token, and wor.d: (Given.) Q. 'Are you a Perfect Masterl' 
.fl.. 'I ham seen die two circles and two perfect squares placed 
on the two columns across.' Q. 'Give me the sign, token,_ alld 
pass wwd.' (Given.) Q. 'Are you an IntimateSecretaryl' .fl. 
'My curiosity is satisfied, but it nearly COBt me my life.' Q. 
'Give me the sign, token,aod w.ont.' (Given.) Q. 'Are you a 
Pro1'ost and Judge"- A. 'I reDCIer jUstice to all workmen with
out distinetion.' Q. 'Give me the sign, tokeu, and word.' (Giv
en. ) Q.' Are you aD I_adrmt of the BaiWi.gs1' .fl. 'I have 
made the ue step. of euchlea; I_ve peaetra&ed the imaoat 
part of the temple; 1 hue IleeD the pt light inwbicb were tile 
three mysteriou lettars, in Helt .. o .... q, '-,' the ..... 
ing of wbida is unIIaown to ... ' Q. -Qve me the liMn, tokelb 
and Word.' (Biven.) Q. 'A. ,.,U 811 'Ele~. lUlichtt' JJ. 
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'One eaMB received me, one lamp pM me light', and one fooo
tain rehahed me.' Q. 'Give me the sip, token, and word.' 
(Givel1O) Q. 'Are you a. Grand Muter Elect" A. 'My zeal 
aDd labor have procured me that bOBOr.' Q. 'Give me the sigo. 
token, and word.' (Given.) Q. 'Are you an IDuatrious Knightl' 
.8. 'My name will inform you.' Q. 'Give me the sign, token, 
and word.' (Given.) Q. 'Are you a Grand Master Architect" 
.fl. 'I am skilled in mathematical sciences and know the attri
butes?' Q. 'GiYe me the sign, token, and word.' (Given.) Q. 
'Are you a K. of~ R • .1.1' .fl. 'I have penetrated the bowels. 
of ths earth, through 9 arches, aocl have seen the brilliant trian
gle.' Q. 'Give me the sign, toke., andword.'(GiveJl.) Q. 
'What do you desire further, my bwtherl' .fl. 'To.be exalted to 
the Degree of Perfection !' Master makes a sign oC admintion. 
and says, 'Retire, my brother, God will permit that you receive 
what you so earnestly desire!' Master orders Muter of Cer. to 
take candidate out till he shall be wanted. When he has retired 
the Most Perfect says~ 'Brethren, you are still of. the opinion 
that this Knight of the R- Arch slulll be admitted to the .Degree 
of Perfectionl' (The brethren signify their assent by uplifted 
hands.) The candidate is ordered to be admitted by the myste
rious number. The Master ofCer. places him below the War ... 
dens, and the ~Iaster says, 'Does your cODScience, my brother, 
accuse you of committing any offence· against your brethren, 
which may render you UDworthy of ·this degreel' .11118. 'It does 
not.' Several other questions, designed to ascertain bis bouor 
and fidelity, are proposed, on which he is iQformed of the utility 
and importance of this degree, 1Dhiel& tDill prepare kim for futu
rily, &c. &C. The MllSter requests Master of Cel'EllDOoies·to 

. teach the candidate to walk 8 quick, and 1 slow, steps to the 
Master, with the sign of Electe4 Master on him, he kneels and 
iakes the obligation. The following are the parts of the ubliga-
tion. . 

1st. Secrecy. 2d. To conc~al the laws and regulations of 
this degree. 3d. To auist brethrea in sickness with hiscoUDsel, 
purse, and arms. 4th. Not to assist in making a brother 0{ this 
degree, unless he shall be"of good moral charaeter~ and who has 

. been an officer of some regular lodge, and to receive him by 
virtue of a power graated by proper authority. 5th. To endeavor 
on all occasions to observe strictly, 'tIuties to God and.commu
nity. The Penalty is, 'To have the body cut open, and the 
bowels torn out and gtftD to the vultures for food II' The can
didate remains on his knees, while the Muter of 0.. briup 
the _bod and trowel, and the Maatel' aJQloints his hfJad~ lips, IIld 
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left bteallt, with the holy oil which ~olDted, Dayicl sad the We 
Solomon. The Master safB, 'I stamp you,' Itc. (See the Moa
itor to the chuge.) ~ne matters which I shall noy cODft9o on 
.r.ou wiD perfect you in the study or Masonry. There e.re three 
signs, th~ guard words, aJld three pas. words, which bel~ag to 
this degree, besides the mysterious word.' (Master bore gives 
them to candidt.te.) After this the candidate receives the cbarge 
as priDted in the !lonitor. ' . ' 

LECTl1RE • 
• Q. Who ale yout 'A. I am a Grand, Elect, Perfect, and Sub

lime MasoD, and nothing is unknown to me. Q. Where were 
you admitted to this degree? A. In a place where the light of 
the sun or moon was not necessary. Q. Where is that place 
situated! A. Under the holy of holies, in a vault called the •• 
cred vault. Q. Who received )'OU in that sacred placet A. 
The wisest aDd most powerful of kiDgs. Q. Ilow did you ea
ter? A. Through nine lung arches. Q. How did you pin 
admissiont A,. By three knocks. Q. What did they signify! 
A. The age of the Entered Apprentice, and the number of 
Elected Knights, who penetrated the bowels of the earth and 
took from thence the inestimable treasure. Q; What was pro. 
duced by the three knocks? A. Five other knocks. Q. What is 
their signification? A. The age of the Fellow Graft, aad also 
the number of the Grand Elect when the treasure was first 
placed in the arch. ,Q. What were ,.heir names! .1. Solomon,' 
Hiram, G. J. aud S. Q. ' What followed these five knoebt A. 
Seven other knocks. Q. What do they sigllny! A. The age 
of the Master Mason, the seVeD expert brethrell chosen to re
place oDe, and the leven years the temple was building. Q. 
What answer was given to these seven knocks? A. Nine other 
knocks. Q. What is signified by those nine knocksT' A. The 
age of the Perfect Master. Q. What tDl they produce! A., 
The opening of the ninth vault, and I penetrated into the most 
holy plac.e in the world, where I heard pronounced, the wor' 
'plenty,' in Jlebrew dialect. 'Q. What is signified by the three 
,tights behind the Master? A. The three FeJlcnv Crafts, who 
slew Hiram .\bift'. ,Q. Who w.ere they? A. The three brothers 
of the tribe of Dan. Q. How. do you enter the J.Odge of Per~ 
fectiopP A. With the character of virtuous firmness and qon .. 
stan,cy, Q. Row do you stand ip the lodge 01 Perfect Maso~! 
A. In an attitude Qf surpri!le. Q.Why so, .A,. Because:~
BeS stood 80 when he saw God; 801011)011 8I)d Biram stood so 

• yheu abe precious treasure 1V88 brougllt lbefore Giem floodl t1Rt 
8. ' 
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vault of EaDcb. Q. What are the tools of GIIUld Elect MaaoDit 
A.. The sbovel, .crow, and pickue. Q. How long wero the 
Israelites in bondage in Babylon! A. 70 years. 

ClHe.-M",ter. 'AcquaiQt the Wardens that I am about to 
close this lodge by 3, 5, 7, and 9.' This is announced by the 
S. and J. Wardens, who knock 3, 5, 7, and 9,' and give the 
sign. Mamr. eVen. br. Wardens, reap. officers of this lodge 
of Grllnd, EJect, .Perfect and Sublime Masou, I charse you to· 
retire in peace to practical virtue, and live always improssed with 
ajut sense of .duty that the G. A. of tbe universe, may always 
be prosent with us. May be'bless us and. all our l0rks.' • 

Lodge is closed by 3, 5, 7, and 9. 

SECRETS OF THE 

LODGE OF PERFECTION. 

• 

The following are the Sigu, Toketl8, and Wo,-ds of the three 
first ineffable degrees, conferred in the Lodge of Perfection. 

SECRET .MA.STER. 
The WORDS in tbis degree, are 'Shaddai,' 'Adonai,' and 'Ju

ba.' The Pass Won! is 'Zizon.' 
The SIOR is given by placing the two fore fingers of the npt 

band on the lips. This is answered by placing the two fore fin
gers of the left band on the lips. ' 

The TOKBK, is to join hands as in the Masters Grip, then 
move hands to the elbows and give a grip, at the same tiineerollf. 
the legs. 

PERFECT MA.STER.. 
The WORD in this degree is 'Je'D •• ' 
There are three SIGNS. Tile firtt is given by placing the 

palm of the right hand on the right temple, at the same tim& 
stepping back with the right foot, after which bring tbe right foot 
to its first position. The "CORd is that of admiration. Rais& 
the handS and eyes to heaven, 'then let the arms fall across the 
belly and look downwards. The third is to adYUC8 the toes or 
the right feet, (that is of both persons,) until they meet, bring 
the right knees topther, place the hands on the heart, then briDg 
the haDcl towards the right side. . . . . . 
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INTIMATE SECRETA.RY. 

The G.:rp in this degree is that of a Mark Master, given Dn 
the(i"e points. . 

The P.lIS Woms are, cJoabert' and cZerbel.' . 
The MyBteriOUl Word is 'Jova.' . 

. The fir" Sip is to clinch the right hand, then draw it from 
the left shoulder to the right bip. The.ecoIId is to 01088 the 
arms, then let them fall on the right hip. 

GJup.-Join right hands, and reverse them thrice, repeating 
at each time one ofthese words, 'Berith,' 'Neder,' cShelr0th.' 

N OTII. Should the reader wish to know the reasons why .u the Signs, 
Gripe, and Words of the higher orden are not pubIiebed, he may be wormed 
that our obJ.ect in pu/JlishiJir thiB w~ is not to learn men bow they can 
obtain adlDlttance into the 'Secret 'CIwnbers" or should they wish, to.Jll:bn 
themselves upon the fraternity &s members or the 'Mystic tie,' but to en~ht
en the community into the ceremonies, oaths, and principles of the institu
tion. It is to these, he 'would direct their attention, for these are they by 
which the world mU8t judge of its merits; and by wbi~ it mnst stand or. 
fa1I. They are, however, all in po!I84lS9ion, and should It be deemed llUe90 

'1If'Y. they ehall be given to the public, 'without money and witbeut price.' 
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THE DEGaEE 
CALLE!) 

'KNIGHTS OF THE EAST AND WEST.* 

FonD o/the GrGnd Cornacil.-The Grand Council ~f Knights 
of the East and West, must be hung wifll red ~d sprinkled with 
gold s..-s. In the east of the Council Chamber must be a can
opy, elevated by seven iteps, supported by four lions aDd four 
eagles, and between them 8ft ItD88I, ,01' seraPhim, with six wilga. 
00 one aide of the throne th~ must he a ~8t ~of 
the sun, and on the other side, and of the mOab; below them is 
stretched a raiuboy. In the east there must be a basin with per
fume, and a basia of ,water, aad a boman'scuD. On the south 
'Side there muM be six small ean?ries, and on 1he ~rtb side five, 
elevated by three steps, for the Venerable Ancients, and opposite 
the throne, in the west, are two canopies, elevated by five steps, 
for the two Venerable Wardens, who act in ibis Council as Grand 
Officers, or Wardens. A full Grand Council must be composed 
of twenty-four Knights. On the pedestal there must be a large 
Bible, with seven seals suspended therefrom. ' 

The Venerable Master is called 'All Puissant;' the Wardeos, 
and the twenty-one other brethren, are called 'Respectable An
(lients.' If there are more brethren present, they are styled 'Re
spectl!hle Knights,' and are placed north and so~th, behind the 
small canopies. 

The first canopy, at the right side of the Puissant,· is always 
vacant for the candidate. ..til the brethren are clothed in white, 
with a zone of gold round the waist, long white beards and gol
clen crowns on their heads. The Knights, in their ordiba.ry hab
its, wear a broad white ribbon from the right shoulder to the left 
hip, with the jewel suspended thereto. They also wear a cross of 
the order, suspended by a black ribbod, round their necks. Th& 
'All Puissant' has his right hand on the large Bible on the pedes-

* It i8 an act of justice doe to thole who ha'fe received the higher de
pes in the, United States, especially those of 'Knights of the East aa4 
West,' and that of 'Knight of the Sun,' to observe, that a general obligati08 
was adminiBtered, applying to all the highest degrees; and that tIiis, of 
IlOUne, precluded any pmio1II knowledge of the nature and teDdeDcy qf, 
itboDl. 
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tal with seven seals. The draft (or carpet,) of the Council, is 
an b.eptagon in a circle-over the angels are these letters; B. D. 
S. P. H. F. In the centre, a man clothed in a white robe, with 
a girdle of gold round his waisf.....-bia right hand extended, and 
surrounded with seven stars-he has a long white beard, his head 
surrounded with a glory, and a twoedged sword in his mouth- . 
with seven candlesticks round him; and over them the following 
letters; H. D. P. I. P. R. C. 

The JEWEL is an beptagon of silver-at each angle, a star of 
gold and one of these letters, B. D.S. P. H. G. F. in the cen
tre. A lamb on a book with seven seal&-on the levene, the 
same letters in the angles, and in the centre, a twoecJsed sword 
between a balance. 

The APROIf is white, lined with ted, bordered with yellow, or 
gold; on the jlap is painted a twoedged sword; surrounded with 
the seven holy letters-or the apron may haye the plan of the draft 
painted on it. 

To open.-The AU Puissant, with bis right band on the Bible 
sealed with seven seals, demands, 'Venerable Knights Princes, 
what is your duty!' AM. 'To know if we are secure.' All 
PfluMflt. 'See that we are so.' AM.' AU Puissant, we are in 
~rfect security.' The AU Puissant strikes seven times, and says, 
'Respectable Knights Princes, the Grand Council of Knights of 
the East and West is open; I claim your attention to the busmess 
thereof.' AM. 'We promise obedience to the All Puissant's 
commands.' They rise and salute him, when he returns the com
pliment and requests them to be seated. 

ReceptiOfl.-1'be candidate must be in an anticbamber, which 
must.be hung with red and lighted with seven lights, where he is 
clothed with a white robe, as an emblem of the purity of his life 
and manners. The Master of Ceremonies bring» him barefooted 
to the Council Chamber door, on which be bocks seven times, I 

which is answered by the All Powerful, 'who desires the youngest ) 
Knight to go to the .-oor, and demand wlto knocks. The ~las
ter of Ceremonies answers, 'It·is a valiant brother and Most Ex
cellent Prince of Jerusalem, who requests to be admitted to the' 
Venerable and All Puissant.' The Knight reports the same an
swer to the All Puissant, who desires the candidate to be intro
duced. The 'Most Ancient Respectable Senior Grand Warden' 
then goes to the door, and takes the candidate by the hand, and 
says, 'Come, my dear brother, I will show you mysteries worthy. 
the contemplation of a sensible man. Give me the sign, token, ; 
and word of a Prince of Jerusalem:' after which the Candidato 
kneels on both knees, about six feet from the throne, when tho 
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'MOst AaOieat RespeetaW& SeaiOr'Qraad WaMen' '8&YS to him, 
'Brother, you no doubt hUe always home iia memery die obliga
tioM of 1OW' former degrees, aad that you have, 88 far as in' the 
power «human nature, lind agteeably to th8011' C~e. 
'I ha~ ever made it ID¥ study, aM, 1 tmst. my actions aDd Ii.~ 
will prove it.' Q. 'Have you -particularly regarded -your obliga-
tions as a 'Sublime Knight of Perfection,' 'Knipt of the Eut 
and Prince of Jerusalem?' Do you recollect' haYing injured a 
brodier in any respect whatsoever1 Or haye you seen or known of 
his being injured by others, without giving him timely notice, 88 

far as was in your poWBtl 1 pray 10n 8I18wer me with. eaqdor.' 
C .. , 'I have in all reepeets done Illy duty, and acted with integ
rity to the best of my abilities.' The All Puisaant says, 'You 
will be pleased to recollect, my brotller, that the q116l1tions wmeh 
haye now beea put to you, .... absebdely necessary for us to de
mand, in order that the purity of our Most Ilespectable Council 
may not be sullied; and it behooves you to be particular in)'QUl' 
recollection, as the inCIispenl&ble tieswbicll we are goiDg to lay 
you under, will, in ease of your defiwIt, OII1y inerease your sius 
and serve to hurl you sooaer to destrueCion, should y:ou haYe de
viated from yourduty:--ansnr me, my dear brother.' COlI. 'I 
nayer have.' The AU PuisIaDt says, 'We are happy, my bro-

, ther, that your declaration coincides with Ollr opinion, udlU'tf re
joiced to have it in our power to introduce yon into our society. 
lDCt'ease our joy by complying with OUl' rules, and declare if you 
are willing to be united to us by taking a moat solemn obIiptioo.' 
Call, 'I ardently wish to receive it, and to have the honor of be
ing united to 80 respectable and virtuous a society.' The All 
Puissant orders ODe of the Knigbl:ll to ~ an ewer containing 

; some perfume, a basia of water, and a clean wIbte napkin to the 
; .candidate-who wasbes hie hands. The AD Puissant repeats 

the SL-< first verses of the i4th Psalm. Then· the caD4iclate is 
, ,brought close to the tOot tIC tile throM, where lie IIaeeJa on both 
; lmees, and placing his right baud oa the Bible, hill left band be
tJreen the hands of the AD Puissant, in which position he tabs 
tIl.'iollowiag 

, ObligtJlion._l, -, eo promise and soIenmIy swear and de
clare, ill the awfUl presence of the only One Most Holy Paissrmt 
AlmigIlty and Most Meroiful Gl'IDd Architeet of heaVeD and earth, 
who created the UDiverBe and J1l1IBlf through his infinite good
MIIIt, and coJlducts it with wisdom aM justice-and in the prtJII-

, eoce of the Most Ellcellent aDd Uptipt PriDce8 ..a Koipts of 
; _ Eutand "'flit, helle preseat ill oo.,voeatioa and Gtaad COUll
::~-..say .sacrall fttd of honor &ad..." every tie, hath IIIOl'lII 

Digitized by Coogle 



215 

_ re1igioaa, that I ne •• will ...... to uy peI80D whamllOtMr 
heIow me, or to wbolJl the eune .., aot heioog, by being legally 
aad lawfaDy iDitiated, the 8eere1B of this degree which is DOW 

Uout to .,. OOIhJbUDicatetl to 1M, unier the penalty of not only 
being 4ish0n0red, but to 4OJIti4sr ., ¥ .. ,., ~.,. forfeit. 
ure, 8Ild tIwJI to be ..... fNa file viii all tfw torlar" G8III p .... 
~ be 'aJlic"d itt _ ..... CIt I ,.., cOflleflitd ,. io My f"'"uJiog • 
~~eu. I further promile and solemnly 8wear~ that I never will 
fight or combat with my brother ·Knights, but wiD, at all times, 
whell he baa justiee on IUs side, be ready to draw my sword in his 
defence, or against Iluch of his enemies who ieek the deatruction 
of his person, hiS' honor, peace, or prosperity; that I never will 
revile a brother, or suffer othera to reflect on his character in his 
absence, without infumIing him thereof, or noticing it myself, at 
my opboR; tlIat I will remomber, on all occasions; to observe my 
former obligations, and be just, upright, and benevoleJlt to aU my 
feJ10w qreatures, as far as is in my power. I further solemnly 
promise and SW8U, that I will PfII!I flue obedCf.fIee and aubsWlion 
to allihe degrees beyOf/d flUB, but particularly to the Princes of 
the Royal Secret and the Supreme Council of Grand Inspectors 
General of the 33d, and regulate myself by their determinatiollS, 
and that I will do all in my power to support them in all justifiable 
measures for the good of the craft, and advantage of Masenry, 
agreeably to the Grand CoostUutions.-All this I solemnly #!w.ear 
uad sincerely promiSe, upon my sacred word of honor, under the 
penalty of the severe wrath of the Almighty Creator of lleaven 
and eardl, and may He have mercy on my soul, on the great and 
awful day' of judgment, acreeably to my cenformity thereto.-< 
Aman.~.Aman. : 

The All Puissant then takes the ewel' filled with perfumed oiilt. 
ment, and anoints his head, eyell, mouth, heart, the tip of his right 
ear, band, and foot, and says, 'Y.ou are now, my deal broth'er;-ref. 
eeived a member of our society; you will recollect to Dve .up ~! 
the precepts of it, and als~ ,.emeMber thot thole pam of yotl"'lI:D~- . 
tly, tDhtch korJe the gt'eOIut potDer 6f OBn.tiDg yOtl u. good-0,. ~J -
luwe tAU ay beert made holy I' The Muter of Ceremc.mea thea 
places the oandidate between the two W lIIdens, with the draft'iie~ 
fute him. The Sellior Warden says to him, 'Examine witb;cw~ 
liberation and attantion every thing which tile ALL PUISSUt:~ 
going to show you;'-after a short pause, he, the S. W., -reZ! 
'Is there mortal here worthy to open the book with the -
sealsl' All the brethren cast their eyes' down and sigh. 1l'b:e 
Senior lV arden, hearing their sighs, .ys to them, 'v, enerab~ 1!Il~ 
respectable brethren, be not aJDicted; here is a victim (~~. 
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to the eaIldidate,) whose e~ will give you oootent! S. W. 
to the candi~te, 'Do you know the reason why the ancients have 
a long white beardl' Can. 'I do not, but I presume you do/ 
S. W. 'They ~ those who came here, cdter ~ tbrouglt 
great tribulation, and haviag w-.hed their robes in their own blood: 
will you purchase sueh robes .at 80 great ,a pric~t' CaD. '"lea; I 

, am willing.' ,The WardeDS then conduct him to the basin, and 
bare both his anns-they place a ligature OIl each, the same as in, 
performing the,operation of blood-letting. Each Warden being 
armed with a lancet, makes an incisWn in each of his arms, just 
deep enough to draw a drop of blood, which ill wiped on a Dap
kin, and shown to the brethren. The Senior Warden then says, 
'See, my brethren, a Ulan who has spilled his blood to acquire.Q 
knowledge of our mysteries, and Ihrunk not from the trial!' Then 
the All Pui88&Dt opens the 1st SUL of the great book, and takes 
from thence a borae qun,eT, 6lled with, arrows, and a crown, and 
gives them to one of the Ancients, 'and says to him, 'Depart and 
continue the conquest.' He o.peDI1 the 2d, SEAL, and takeaout a 
81DIYI"d, and gives it to the next aged, and says, 'Go, and destroy 
peace among the profane and wicked brethren, that they may nev
er appear in·our COUDcil.' He opens the, 3d SUL, and takes a 
boJooce, and gives it to the next aged, 'aDd says, ~Dispense rigid 
justice to the profane and wicked brethren.' He opens the 4th 
SBAL, and takes out a ,cull, and gives it to the next aged, and 
RaYS, 'Go, and endeavor to convince the wicked that death is the 
reward of their guilt.' He opens the 5th SUI;, and takes out a 
clOth, stained with blood, and gives it to the next aged, and says, 
'When is the time (or, the time will arrive,) that IDe ,/i.all reeenge 
and puniBh the profane and wicked, who have destroyed so many 
of their brethren by false accusations.' He opens the 6th SEAL, 
and that moment the sun is darkened and the moon stained with 
blood! He opens the 7th SEAL, and takes out incense, which he 
gives to a brother; and also a "lIBe, with seven t"""Peta, and gives, 
one to each of the seven aged brethren. After this, the four old 
men, in the four comers, show tIleir iRjlated bkuJderB, (beeves' 
bladders, 6lled with wind'under their arms,) repreaenting the four 
winds; when the All PuiBSaDt says, 'Here is seen the ful1iJment 
of a prophecy; (Rev. vii. 3:) Strike not, nor punish the profane 
and wicked of our order, until I have selected the tole and wor
thy Masons!'. Then the four winds raise, their blailClers, and one 

* Compare the foregoing with the 6th, '6th, and 7th cbaptere of Revela
tion, and the reader will diScover that the ALL Pl1lSSANT represents Jehovah 
seated on the throne of heaven-also, the Lamb of God, opening the __ 
aeals. The Benior Warden represents the 'Strong ADgel' piOclaiming. 'WIIo 
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of the trumpets sound, when the two Wardens cover the ~_ " 
didate's arms, and take from him his apron and jewel of the last 
degree. The 2d trumpet sounds, when the Junior Warden gives 
the candidate the apron ~d jewel of this degree. The 3d truin-
pet sounds, when the Senior Warden gives him a long white 
beard. The 4th trumpet sounds, and the Junior Warden gives 
bim a cr9WD of gold. The 5th trumpet sounds, and the Senior 
Warden gives him a girdle of gold. The 6th trumpet sounds, 
and the Junior Warden gives him the sign, token, and words. 
The 7th trumpet ~ounds, on which they all sound together, when 
the Senior Warden conducts the candidate to'the vacllnt canopy. 
[This canopy, it will be recollected, is at the right side of the All 
Puissant, who represents Jehovah. The sounding of the seventh 
trumpet, and the conducting of the candidate to the canopy, is a 
representation of the end of, the world, and the, glorification of 
true Masons at the right hand of God, having 'passed through 
the trial& of Free Masonry,' and 'washed their robes in their 01DD 

blood!'-If this is not antichrist, what is! COMPILER.] 
Ori~n oftki. degree.-When the Knights and Princes were 

embodied to conquer the Holy Land, they took a CtWB to distin
guish them, as a, mark of being under its banners; they also took 
an.oath to spend the last drop of their blood to establish the true 
religion of the Most High God. Peace being made, they could 
not fulfil their vows, and, therefore, returning home to their re
spective countries, they resolved to do in theory what they could 
not do by practice, and determined never to admit, or initiate, any 
into their mystic ceremonies, but those who had given. proofs of 
friendship, zeal, and discretion. They took the name of Knights 
of the East and West, in memory of their homes and the place 
where the order began; and they have ever since strictly adhered 
to their ancient customs and forms •. In the year IllS, the first 
Knights, to the number of eleven, took their vows between the 
hands of Garinus, Patriarch and Prince of Jerusalem, from 
whence the custom is derived of taking the obligation in the S\UD6 

position. 

LECTURE. 
Q. Are you a Knight of the East and West? A. I. am. Q. 

What did you see when you were received' A. Things that were 

is worthy to open the book,' &co The lIgetl brethren, and the 'four old _ 
with bbiddera, the angels of God with power; and Masonry claiming its 
faithfQl adherents as the servants of God, the 144,000 who were sealetl in 
their foreheads, and of whom it is said, 'These are they which were not r 
filed with wom8llj for they are virgins. These are ibey which fonow e 
Lamb,' &C. See Rev. 14th chapter. 

T 
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marvenous. Q. How were you receivedl A. ~y water, and 
the effusion of blood. Q. Explain this to mel A. A Mason 
,AOtIld not ltaitate to spill1&i. blood for the support of MIUOfIry. 
Q. What are the oroaments of the ~rand Council? A. Superb 
thrones, sun, moon, perfumed ointment, and a buin of water. 
Q. What is the fi/{'lFf' of the draftl A. An heptagon within a , 
circle. Q. What IS the representation of ill A. A man vested 
in a white robe, with a golden girdle round his waist-:-round his 
right hand, !!even stars-his head surrounded ~th a glory, a long 
white beard-a twoedged sword across his mouth, surrounded 
by seven candlesticks, with these letters; H. D. P. I. P. R. C. 
Q. ~t signifies the circle? A. As the circle is finished by 11 
point, so should a lodge be united by brotherly love anij affection. 
Q. What signifies the heptagonl A. Our mystic number, which 
is enclosed in seven letters. Q. What are the seven letters? A. 
B. D. W;P. H. G. S.; which signifies Beauty, Diyinity, Wis
dom, Power, Honor, Glory, and Strength. Q. Gi"e me the ex
planation of these ,,:ords? A. ' Beauty-to adorn: Di1linity
that Masonry is or divine origin: Wi,dcm-a quality to invent: 
POtDer-to destroy the profane and UJlworthy brethren: Horwr
is an indispensable quality in a Mason, that he may support bim-

• self in his engagements with respectability: Glory-that a good 
Mason is on an equality with the greatest prince: and Strength
is necessary to sustain UB. Q. What signifies the seven ,stars? 
A. The seven 'qualities which )Iasons should be possessed of: 

, Friendship, Union, Submission, Discretion, Fidelity, Prudence, 
, and Temperance. Q. Why should a Mason be poSBellsed of 

these qualities? A. Friendship-iii a virtue that should reign 
among brothers: U.ion-in the foundation of society: Submi,
BiOD-to the laws, regulations, and decrees of the lodge, without 
murmuring: DiacretiOD-tbat a )lason should always be on his 
guard, and never suffer himself to be surprised: Fidelity-in ob
serving strictly our obligations: PMtflce-to conduct ourselves 
in such a manner that the profane, though jealous, may never be 
able to censure our conduct: and Temperance-to avoid all ex
cesses that may injure either body or soul. Q. What signifies 
the seven can!llesticks, with their seven letters? A. Seven 
crimes, which lUasoDs should always avoid; viz: Hatred, Dis
cord, Pride, Indiscretion, Perfidy, Rashness, and Calumny.'* Q. 
What are the reasons that Masons should particularly avoid theS'C 
crimes! A. Because they are incompatible with the principles 

of< Compare the explanatibn of the seven stars and seven c:andlestieb, as 
given above, with that in the word of God. See Rev. i. 20. , 
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tmd qualities of a good Mason, .wb«! should av~id doing an "injury 
to a brother, even should he be ill treated by him, and to unite in 
himself all the qualities of a good and an upright man. DUcOf'fl 
is contrary to the very principles of society: PriM prevents the 
exercise of humanity: IndUcretion is fatal to Masonry: Perfidy 
should be execrated by every honest man: RIIII&RUII may lead us 
into unpleasant and disagreeable dilemmas: and Coltmtay, the 
worst of all, should be shunned as a vice which saps the very 
foundation of friendship and society. Q. What signifies the 
twoedged sword! A. It expresses the superiority of this degree 
over aD others that precede it. Q. Are there any higher depees 
than this! A. Yes; there are several. Q. What signifies the 
book with seven seals, which none but one can open1 A. A 
lodge, or council, of Masons, which the All Puissant alone has a 
right to convene and open. Q. What is enclosed in the 1st 
seal? A. ODe bow, one arrow, ,and one crown. Q. What in the 
second? A. A twoedged aword. Q. What in the third! A. A 
balance. Q. What in the fourth? A. Deatb's head. Q. What 
in the fifth? A. A cloth stained with blood. Q. What in the 
sixth! A. The power to darken the sun, and tinge the moon 
with blood. Q. ' What in the seventh? A. Seven trumpets and 
perfumes. Q. Explain these things to me. A. The b6W, ar
row, and C1'O'ID1I, signifies that the orders of this respectable coun
cil should be executed with as much quickness, as the arrow flies 
from the bow, and be received with as much aubmission 88 if it 
c,.me from a crowned head, or the chief of a nation. The I'tIIOf'd, 
that the council is always armed to punish the guilty. The bal
lItlCIl is a symbol of justice. The SKULL i8' the image of II bro
Ihet' ",Ao is e:.rJCltJ.tUdjrom a lodge, or cOtJfJCil1!! This idell mut 
'Rake all tremble, ",hen they recoUect the pmaltiu 'My _e im
posed on themselfle8 under the most 81)lemn obliglJlionB! [Why 
tremble, if, as some say, the penalties are not to be inflicted1-
Compiler.] The cloth stained with blood, that we should not 
hesitate to spill ours for the good of Masonry. The potDer of 
obscuring the sun and tinging the moon with blood, is the repre
sentation of the power of the superior councils-in interdicting 
their works, if they are irregular, until they have acknowledged 
their error and submitted to the rules and regulations of the craft 
established by the Grand Constitutions. The 861!en trumpets, sig
nify that Masonry is extended over the surface of the earth, on 
the wings of fame, and supports itself with bonor. The perfwa" 
denote that the life of a good Mason should be, and is, free from 
all reproach, aH is peifUmed by meus of good ~ Q. 
What age are you? A. Very ancient. Q. Who are you1 •• 
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I am a Pauieian: (i. e. of Patmos.) Q. Whence came youl 
A. From PatInos. End of the Lecture. 

To clo.te.-Q. What is the 0'cloek1 A. There is no more 
time. The All Puissant strikes 7, and says, 'Venerable Knights 
Princes, the council is closed.' The two Wardens repeat the 
same, and the council is c1osed.-F'm.. 

THE DEGREE CALLED 

KNIGHT OF THE EAGLE, AND SOVEBEIGN 
PRINCE OF ROSE CROIX DE HERODEN.· 

Form oj tulmiBlion.-Wh~n a brother wishes to receive this 
high degree, he must produce his '('ertificate of Knight of the 
East, Prince of Jerusalem, and Knight of the East and WesL 
The following articles must be read to him, to which he must 
agree before he can be received. 1st. He must present at the 
door of the chapter the follOwing petition, and must kneel while 
one of the brethren reads it. 'Brother --, who is a Knight of 
the East, Prince of Jerusalem, and Knight of the East and 
West, begs leave to represent to the Sovereign Chapter the ear
nest desire he bas, to arrive to the Sublime Degree of Rose 
Croix, the point of Perfection of Masonry, and that you will be 
pleased (being at present assembled,) to admit him among the 
number of Knights, if he is found worthy. And your petitioner 
shall never cease to make vows to Heaven, for the prosperity of 
the order and thp good health of all the brethren.' After the pe
tition is read the candidate must sign it. 2d. The candidate 
must remain on his knees, at the door or the chapter, until the 
answer is thrown to him on the 600r by a Knight, when he rises 
and reads it. In the answer he will find the day appointed for 
his reception, and the name of the Knight, who is to give him th~ 
necessary instructions. The Knight who is named in the an
swer, directs the candidate to procure three pair of gloves, (one 
pair of which must be women's,) and two sticks of fine sealing 
wax for the seals. He also directs him to present to each of the 
brethren, one pair of men's, and one pair of women's gloves, and 
two sticks of sealing wax. 3d. He must make a donation of at 
least - dollars ~o the Superior Lodge, Chapter, or Council of 

"In this work there are two degrees, entitled 'Knight of the Eagle and 
Sovereign Prince of &lie Croiz.' The above is given as conf'erred in Eng
land, SCOtland, and Ameriea; the other I. conferred In Preece. 
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the STITIbfunn Dngnnes, TITIihich Sone hnfore is ,nTITIeivTITIh, 
add JDay be .appropriated either to defray th~ expenses of the 
OldTI]] or be gIven to poer, HTITI muss TITITISO l',esenTI to 
lodge three white wax candles for the Muter, and two to each 
oftha Knigbts, at his receptionTI previous to'bis ent~ng iTITIto thn 
tbinh TITIpartment. 4th. He mu,t soITITImnil' TITIflg8gU nn hi] hODOTITI, 
Dever to reveal the place where he was received, ",10 received him, 
Ror tSOll6 who WU'TITI pre,TIwt ait re'TITIptiofA~ 5th~ He ]r~lenmlY7 
promises to conform ito all thu ordinances of the chapter, and 
keep himself uniformly clothed as rar as he is able. 6tb. He 
murt prowhee tTITI TITIeknzhTITI]ledhTITI his tlhuster all in 
places; never to confer this degree without permission, and to 

:::::~r fo, ih;.:::b:,::t :;,Y>eCtahility ca"t!:TI~w::~ting ~ 
degree, that it may not be multiplied unnecessarily. If the can
diduKe prnwises perf:him the,,, reqhEheition" he m"l' be hhEhnittTITIh~ 

'I'itle of the Order.-This order, which is the ultimatumofMa-
ha,g diffe,eTIhK title,~ It caUetl ROTITITITI Croiu from ttle ro",,, 

on er",,,e of 1tl'e jew,,!, b"iDg h"hIkhlezlkn1tical thn tlon oh 
God~,~ who is compar~ to a ~ose by the e~vangelist. Knigh~ of 
the If';'hgle, kheca""hh oftue eqgrn reprnITITIntehz the zeweL Kmnl't 
of the Pelican, emblematical of the Son of God: who shed his 
blo,,~ for the grunt faTInily of mankirAd. D,y Hr,tGden, beca$$wG 
the dZGpter thiy degfff wa held a mmrntaizn ef 
name, situated, b?~ween the, west.an,d north of Scotland, and 
whTITIW Iherzn 2S at tms the "urhenn, Eodgr' rod W"G8±denee of tElzn 
Sovereign Grand Chapter. They meet in an old castle belong
ing to the Knights of tbe Rose Croix, It i8 from this rirCllg±~ 
staure thait three hznurth, (,f thG Izndgrr ef Eznhland 1tznok naRrA» 
oflbe Ro~e Cro!x, de I!eroden" and t~e other fourth the name of 
ROhTIzn CroGG, Knml'Khts OR :\nhiTIeWh [,ecaurG the MhX8GDS 
Scotland made a procession every year on the festival of that 
8alnt; and because it is the day of their regular con(titutiou, 
whbh has iGduczns:TI manh to cznU it AnEtcznws, mUlch is 
eommemoration of the troul>les of that country. The form of 
the [me jznwGI bznk~ lor2, thel' rubstihTIted orr,,,,, of An~ 
drew, thozngh ,ceren%(hnie8 xlf this degree have no connexion 
with that jewel. They are yet worn in the lodge of Cologne, sus-
pe'TIdzn~ to red rihbon the fbrm a CZlU;8r. Bndin to 
green ribbon; they also wear it to a button bole. 

ed Jw,,~~'r~~gt<3TI'S. TITI~~t;:: hTIhud th:O:~:a:! r;: ::::~~~ 
rose, the stock of wbich comes to a point. In the middle of thE) 
CO,l'2laBS a If'F"G8S, fOGt of which Kests, tbry 
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eI die eireIe, aod tile bead touCI1tee the held of 1M com-
1*s. On one side an eagle, toucllin« • quarter of the circle_, 
die wiGgs and the bead reclining. 00 tile otber aide a pelican 
pioking itt breut to BOurish ita young which mlUlt be in a oeat 
onder A.' 00 the bead of the eompMS DMlst he • ClOwn. Oothe 
circle musthe'enpeclea one side, the Kaigbt in lIierogIypb
~, OIl··the othet llide the pu. wtmI. The jeW~I1DUst be of 
goW; the eqle aad pelican of IIiIft'. It is worn to • collar of • 
bright re4 color, of at Ieaet three inebeI broad, edged with blaek; 
a rose at tbe lower end ...... hhIck 4lrOU 00 eaeb' side. The 
Knjpts must wear tbis jewel ia fMry lodge, BDd IIUII01IDCe 

themselves at the door as Koigllta of Rose· Croix, tbauhey may 
receive the honor doe to them. -

AfWOIU.-For the first chamber, white lder lined, and bor
dered with black, three red l'OI!I6II p1aeed triangularly OIl the flap; 
a. human scuD with two thip boDes placecl ael'Ol8 eac~ other, 
also OIl tbe ftap. At the bottom of the apron must be a globe, 
surrounded by. eerpent, and on the pocket of the apron a large I. 
. Yor tbe seeoncl chamber, red lined and bordered with the same. -Oa the middle of the flap must be embroidered, a triple 
triangle, witb three lCluaYBII within tbIee circle., an I in the mid
dle, which fol'lD8 tbe jewel of the second chamber. 00 each 
aide of thit must be embroidered two compasses; the point of 
one stands in one sqQ8Je of the circle, and the other staods on 
a triangle. with the point down. 

Jevel4llld Order.-For the jiHI chamber, a broad, black rib. 
boo from the left sboutder to the right hlp, (three inches broad.) 
On the breast • email cr088 of red ribbon; below this must be a 
1'ed rose, and a small rose of black below this, to which must be 
suspended • ,old cross. 

For the aecond chamber, the order and jewel ofth_clegree. 
Clo,1&iRg 0/ t1ae Kfligklt, Jewls, and Title, of tile O.ffiem.

All the lWelAretl must be dressed in blaclt 'clothes, with theD 
swords on. The M.'er IDU8t be decorated with a brilliant alar 
of se~ points, which he wears on bis breast over his heart. 
In the middle must be a circle and in its centre the letter G. • 
The followiog th ... words mUllt alllb- be engraved within the cir-
cle around the G.; FAITH, HOPE, CBARI'JIT. Tile Master is 
called, 'Eva. Mds'l' P&RI'BCT SOVEREIGN.' The' Senior War
... wears a triaog1e, and is called, 'Most'Exeelleat";Penect.' 
The Junior W arclea wears the square and compassel;ene above 
the other, and is called, 'Most Excellen£' and Penect.' The 
brethren are called, 'Most JlespectabJ~ Koigb'ts Princes of JIa
aOlllo' 
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Fim ~""-The irat lIpIIlVneat is a repre&eDtabon of 
.UlfT CA.LVARY. It must he hung with black tapeatry, UMl 
ligbted withthirty.-tlvee yeDow wu candles, in three caudleltieb 
of eleven branehes each. There moat be three column. of aiz 
feet high, and on the cbapiter of each must be wrote one of the 
foDowing words, in latge, character. o£ gold; F A.ITH, HO.2, 
CHARITY. '.' TIIe.e column. may serve as can41estieka. At the 
east end of the chapter the ... must be a bill or buk raised to 
represent MOUllt Calvary, upon which must be placed three 
large C'rOlBU, aDd Ilpon each a human scuD and two thigh bones 
&CrOss. In the front of this must be the altar eoTered with black, 
on which' must stand a cross aDd two ,-eUow wu. candles, light
ed. Beliind the altar must be a black c:urtain to intercept tbe 
view of the Mount. It must exteacl to the top ef the chapter 
and be made to open in the middle, and be drawn to eaeh side. 
The MlIlIter must be sealed on the last step of the altar, having 
a small table before, hin1, on which is a Jighled wax candle, a Bi
ble, square and compuses, and trillllgie. There must be no 
chairs or benches in the chapter, but all the brethren must be 
seated Oft the door. All the brethren must were over their black 
clothes; a white satin _suWe, bordered with black ribbon, two 
inches in width.; A red cross, two inches in width, must reaeh 
from the top to the bouom of it. It must be made as the chasu
ble of a Catholic priest which he wears over the alb, when cele
brating mass. 

Secoml aparlmmt.-'fbe east end of the s8CllIld apartment 
must represent, in transparent paiotiag, the resurrection of Juu 
CMillt, the Saviour of mankind; over which must be a brilliant 
triangle surrounded with glory. The hanging must be of trans
parent painting, representing the light Diue ether of the sky, in
terspersed with glory. The altar must be splendidly decorated 
and illuminated with transparent lights. Theremust be no can
dIes in this apartment, as all the light must be received througb 
the transparences. No other figure must be painted on the hang
ing8 but tbe representation- of our Saviour at the resurrection. 
At . the 'east, aod behind the hangings, at SQUIB little distance, 
must be aD organ or a baud of music. 

TI&ird. IIJUIrltnMt • ...:..Oo the hangings of the third apartment 
BIWIt be ~ted,in tr,nsparent paiati •• aU Ihe Aort'Orli 
WcAlIIl!'tJtlacla'to tM id8IJ of HBLL,or. of a place formed for the 
~ of.tIIe wont of crimes; such ail human figures and 
mooMers with ennwlaed,IJllJSCle., engulf_ ill ftames,ltc. &e. 
Oaeaeh·siQe of· the ioor a human "ke1eto.,'with·an arrow. in 
their haDds. Each. apartment ..... be separate, oo1y'CQIIDecting 
with a narrow door. 
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To oye •• -M. 'My Perfect b,odiers, Knights Princes of Ma
soas, ueist me to open this chapter.' The Wardens repeat the 
same one after enather, ',The Master then knoc:ka-3,4, which 
i. repeated b1 the Wardens • 

.M. Most Excellent aad Perfect Wardens, what is our careT 
S.w. Most Wise Perfect and Sublime Master, it is to IUlC8I'

tain whether the chapter is well covered, and all the brethren 
present are Knights of the Eagle and Rose Croix. ' 

M. 'Convince younelves, my Perfect brethreo, one &om the 
south and one &om the aorth.' Thi. the WanleDS do by de
manding fro~ each brother, in ~tatiOD tbe sign, tokeo, and word, 
~ which they give an account to the Master, wbo BaYs, 'Most 
Perfect Senior Warden, what is the o'clockl' 

S. W. The moment when the vail of the temple ,Was rent; , 
when darkness and "oostematioo coyered the earth; when the 
stlU's disappeared anll the lamp of day was darkened; when the 
implements of Masonry were lost and the cubic stone drew 
blood and water; that was the moment when the great masoDie 
word was lost. 

M. SiDee Masonry, my brethren, bas sustained so great a 
loss, let us employ ourselyu "1 new works, to recoyer the word 
which was lost, for which purpose let us open the chapter of 
Rose Croix. 

B. W. My brethren let us do our duty; the Sovereign Chapter 
of Rose Croix is open. J. W. repeats the same, after whicb aU 
the Knigbts bend their rigbt knees to the altar, repeating the 
same words seven times. a Yort interval between the 6th and 7th. 

AI. What is the cause of our assembling here, Most:Excellent . 
Senior Wardenl' 

B. W. Ever Most Perfect and Sovereign Master, the propa
gation of the order and the perfection of tbe Knight of the East, 
who demarids to be received among us. The brethren then 
proceed to ballot for the candidate. 

Rec8ption.-When the candidate has given satisfactory an
swers to all the conditio~s proposed to hi,m, be must be placed in 
the chamber of ~J'LECTION, whicb must be painted black, with 
a small table in it with a Bible and several human bones on it. 
The only light is received from a candle or lamp placed in the 
scull of a buman skeleton. The Muter of Ceremonies goes to 
the candidate and decorates .him in the attribute. of the last de
gree he has received, an~ also with his sword' and white gloyea 
OD. He then says to him, 'All the temples are demolished; our 
tools are destroy4lci with our oolumos; the sacred word -is lost, • 
notwithstanding all our precautiOD; and WI8 are in igDoraoc:e ~ 
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the means of recovering it, or of knowing each other. The or
der, in general, is in the greatest cODBtemation I W ill you assist 
us in recovering tbe word!' The candidate replies, 'Moat cheer
fully.' The Master of Ceremonies says, 'Fonow me, if you 
please;' when he conducts him to the door of the chapter, 
whereon he knocks as a Knight of Roee Croix. The Senior 
Warden demands, 'What do you want" .8.....' It is a brother 
Knight of the East and West, who is "wandering in the woods 
and mountains, and who, at the destruction of the second tem
ple, lost the word and humbly sobcits your aid and assistance to 
recover it., The door is opened and the candidate is introduced. 
All the"brethren are seated on the. Roor, tlte right hand on their 
necks, their left covering their face, their h ... ds down, their 
·elbows on their koees, and their jewels covered with black crape. 
The Master is in the same position at the table. The Senior 
Warden knocks as a Rose Croix, and announces him to the 
Master, who says, 'My brother, confusion has come on (lur 
works, and it is no longer in our power to contillue "tbem; you 
must perceive from our lo~ks and the cOD8ternation which pre
vails among us, what confusion reigns on the earth. The vail of 
tb8 temple iarent, [attbis moment the black curtainis withdrawn;] 
the light is obscured and darkness spreads ever the earth; the 
fiaming star has disappeared, the cubic stone sweats blood and 
water, and the sacred word is lost; therefore it is impollsible we 
can give it to you, nevertheless it is not our intention to remain 
inactive: we win endeavor to recover it. Are yoo disposed to 
follow usl' .8.m. 'Yes I am.' Master says, 'BrotberWardens, 
make the candidate travel for 33 years, to learn the beauties of 
the new law,' [which is reduced to 7 times round the lodge.] 
The Wardens lead him slowly round the lodge, and when he 
passes before the altar he must kneel.nd when passing in the 
west he bends his right knee, they make him observe the col
umas and repeat the name of each as he passes them. After he 
has performed this ceremony, the Wardens knock one after the 
other and announce him to the Master, who says, 'My brother 
what have you learned on your journeyl'"./ha,. I have learned three 
virtues by which to conduct myself in future, Faith, Hop., Claar
ity; inform ma if there are any others? Madfit'. 'No, my 
brother, they are the principles and the pillars of our new mys
tery. Approach near to us and make an engagement never to 
depart from that faith. The brethren rise. The candidate 
kneels on the last step of the altar and places bis bands on the 
holy Bible and takes tbe following obligation. • 
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9blif'GIiMa.-I - do moat soleiilnly and sincerely plOlilise aad 
snar, under the penalty of all my former obligations, which I ha." 
taken in the preceding degrees, never to reveal either direcdy or 
indirectly, the secrets or mysteries of Knight of the Eagle, Soye
reign Prince of Rose Croix, to any brother of an inferior de
gree, nor to any in the world besides, who is not justly and law
fully entitled to tlte same, under the penalty of beiDg for ever 
deprived of the true word, to be perpetually in darkness, my 
blood continuaJIy running from my body, to sutler without brter
miesion, the most cruel remorse of soul; that the bitterest gall, 
mixed with vinegar, be my constant drink; the sharpest thorns 
for my pillow; and that the death of the cross may complete my 
punishment, should I ever infringe or violate in any manner, or 
form the laws, and rules which have been, are now,. or may be 
hereafter made known or prescribed to me; and I do furthermore 
swear, promise and engage on my sacred word of honor, to ob
serve and obey all the decrees which may be transmitted to me by 
the Grand Inspectors General, in supreme council of the 33d de
gree; that I never will reveal the place where I have been reeeiv- ' 
ed, not by whom I was received, nor the ceremony used at my 
reception, to any person on earth, but to a lawful Prince of Rose 
Croix; that I never will initiate any person into this degree, hut 
by a lawful patent obtained for that purpose, either from this 
ebaptl"r, or from a superior council: so belp me God, and keep 
me steadfast in this .y solemn obligation. Amen. He kisses 
the Bible. The Master says, 'My brethren, all is accomplished!' 
The brethren all place themsel,es on the floor and cover their 
faces with their hands, except the Wardens who continue '!ith. 
the Ma~ and the candidate whom they deprive of his apron 
and order. . The Mastet invests bim with the chasuble and says, 
'This habit, my brother, .aches you the uniformity of our man
ners and our belief, and will recall to your recollection the prin
cipal points of our mysteries. The black apron with which I 
invest you, is to mark our sincere repentance of those evils 
which was the cause of all our misfortunes, a~d it will also serve 
to sbow you those who are in search of the true word; the rihbon 
is the mark of our constant mourning, . till 'Je have found it. 
Pass to the west and assist us to search for it.1II. The Wardens 
conduct him to the west. The Master knocks 6" 1, as It 

Knight. The Wardens repeat it. All the brethren rise and 
place themselves in 'the sign of~e good pasture. The Master 
demands, 'Brother Master WardeRS, what is the motive of our 
assembling!' AftB~ The loss of the word, which, with your assis
fanee, we hope to reco.er. Q. What lQust we do to obtain it! 
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J.lm. To be fully convinced of tile -three virtues which are the 
basis of oul columns and our principles. Q. What are theyt 
.11. Faith, Hope, Charity. Q. How .hall we find those three 
columul .fl. By travelling three days in the moat profound 
ebscurity. The Muter says, 'Let us ttavel, my brethren, from 
east to north, and from ,"st to lOath.' All the brethren travel in 
silence, blinding their knees. as they pass the altar in tDe east, 
~ go 7 times round. At the third time. of going round the 
Master passes to the seeond apartment; at the fourth time, the 
Wardens; at the fifth time, all the officers; at the sixth time, all 
the brethren; at the seventh time, the Master of Ceremonies 
stops the candidate and says, 'You cannot enter unless you ' 
give me the word. The candidate answers, 'I am in search of 
the word, by the help of the new law and the thre~ columns of 
Masonry.1 
, During this time the brethren in the second apartment take 

off'their black decorations, and put on the red, and also uncover 
their jewels. The candidate knocks on the door, and the War
den for answer, shuts the door in his face. The master of 
ceremonies says, 'These marks of indignity are not sufficiently 
humiliating, you must pass ,through more rigorous proofs, before 
you can find it.' He tben takes off the candidate the chasuble and 
black apron, and puts over him a black cloth covered with ashes 
and dust, and says to him, 'I am going to conduct you into the 
darkest and most dismlll place, from whence the word shall tri
umphantly come to the glory ROd advantllge of Masonry; place 
your confidence in me.' He then takes him into the third apart
ment, and takes from him his covering and makes him go three 
times around, (showing him the representation of the ~orment8 
of the damned,) when he is led to the door of the chapter and the 
Master of Ceremonies says to him, 'The horrtwS. which you /w'D8 

, juat now ,een, Gre but Gfaint repre,enft.tfion ojt(wae you ,hall suf
Jer, ,if you break th,rough, our law" or inQinge tl~, obligation 
yoo ka'De ttJkm.''If The Master ofCllremoDies'i(t.Il¥:}qI,:.on the door 
o!the cbaJlter, and the Warden reports to the Mas~er\ who orde~s, 
hiJ! to go anti see who knocks. The Mastei' of Ceremonies 
Iwers, 'It is a Knight, who, after having passed tbrough the 

,st prof.~~ and difficult places, hopes to procure the real 

'" This certainly caps the climax, and renders the institution of Masonry 
complete. The torments .~~ damned, the awful punishment which the 
Almighty inflicts on the violat.pCllf his righteous law, is but a faint ~UtJ' 
of the punishment which Masonry here deelarea, ,hall be injlicted on t~ l1lolj. 
tqr, oj _Ollie latt!, on those 1f.hp·are guilty "'~fraction of mnsonl(lOOb 1-
gation!!! (: _ 
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word as a recompence for bis labor.' The W.ardell\ give an ac
count "to the Master, wbo says, 'Introduce blm to the west of 
the chapter with his eyes open.' The Wardens bring him in and 
then cover him again with his vail. Master. 'From whence 
came yout' CGlKlidat,. 'From Judea.' Master. 'By what 
road have you passed?' UlJndidtlte. 'By Nazareth.' Master. 
'Who conducted youl' Can. 'Raphael.' Mast. 'What tribe are 
you oft' CIJD. 'Of the tribe df Judah.' MOlt. 'Take the initial 
letters of each of these words, and tell me what they forml' CIJD. 
'J, N, R, J.' Mat. 'My brethren, what happinel!sl the word is 
recovered; give him the light.' The'vail is taken oft', and all the 
brethren, Btriking with their hands seven times, cry, 'Hosa,nna in 
the highest; OD earth peace, good will towards men I' Themusic 
immediately'plays the following anthem, wbich is devoutlyslUC 
by all the Knights. ' . ", 

ANTHEM. 

Grateful notea:and numbera bring, 
While the 'nmIIe of GoI.,' we sing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord; 
Be thy glorious name adored. 
Men OD earth and aainta above 
'Sing the great Retleemer'sloYe. 
Lord, thy mercies never fail, . 
Hail. celestial goodne&B, hail! 
While on earth ordained to stay, 
Guide our footstape in thy way: 
Mortals raise your voices high, 
TiU t~y reach the echoing sky. 

After the anthem is sung, the Master Bays to the candidate, 
'Approach, my brother, I will communicate to you our perfect 
mysteries.' The Wardens conduct him to the Master, who says, 
'I congratulate you, my brother, on the recovery of the word, 
which entities you to this degree of Perfect Masonry. I shall 
make no comment or eulogium on it. Its sublimity will, no 
doubt, be duly appreciated by you. The impression which, no 
doubt, it has made on your mind, will convince you. that you 
were not deceived when you was informed that the ultimatum qf 
masonic perfection, was to be acquired by this d~ It cer
tainly will be a 150urce of very considerable satisfliClmn to YOu; 
that your ment alone has entitled YOII to, it. And I hope, my 

. brothel', that. your good conduct, yOIll; ~eal, your virtue and dis
cretion, may always render you d1lserving of the high honor 
whic'b. you I.tave receivedtNn'd I sinceret,. wish, that your ~ 
may long be preserved. to enable you to continue an' uae1hl 

. " •. " 
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member, and an ornament to our society.' fHere follow the 
signs, token, and words.] The Sovereign )faster then says, 
'Go, my brother, and make yourself known to all the members of 
the Sovereign Chapter, and return again.' The caodidate goes 
and whispers in the ears of the Knights the pass word; he then 
returns, and kneels before the altar. All tbe bretben place their 
right hands on him. The Senior Warden [I presume it should 
read, 'The Sovereign Master,'] takes the ribbon, to which is 
suspended the true jewel uncovered, and says to him, 'By the 
power which 1 bave received from the Sovereign Chapter of 
Rose Croix de Heroden, I receive and constitute you Prince 
Knight of the Eagle, Perfect Frea Mason de Heroden, under the 
title of the Rose CroIx,. that you may enjoy, now and for ever 
all the privileges, prerogatives, and titles attached to that sub. 
lime degree, as virtue and humanity are the foundation of it. 1 
hope, my brother, never to see you dishonor the ribbon with 
which you have been invested, and which a Perfect Mason should 
never quit but "at his death.' 

LECTURE. 

Q. Are you a Knight and Prince of Rose Croix? A. Most 
Wise and Perfect Sovereign, I have that happiness! Q. Where 
were you received? A. In. a chapter where reigned decency and 
humility" Q. Who received you? A. The most humble of all. 
Q How were you received? A. With all the formalities reqlli
site on that great occasion! Q. -How were you presented to the 
chapter? A. Of my own free will and accord. Q. What have 
you seen on entering the chapter? A. My soul was in ecstacy 
at the sight ~f our ineffable mysteries and the silence which 
reigned in, the lodge; and the situation of the Knights gaveme 
a high idea of what was going to be commun~cated to me. Q. 
What did they do with you afterwards? A. They made me travel 
for 33 yearS. [This number of rears alludes to the age of the 
Saviour when he was crucified. J Q. What did you Jearn in 
your travels? A. I learned the name of the three columns 
which support our edifice, and as they are three great virtues, " .. 
they are the foundation of this degree. Q. When your journey 
was over; was your labor,. pains, and work finished? A. The 
Most Wisltonlered me to' be conducted to the aitar, and there 

" to kneel in the presence of' Him, before wh~m alt nations bow, 
and to take a most solemn obligation, which I did with as 
much respect as possible, my heart was penetrated with what I 
was ~ying, with a firm resolutipn. of observing the same. ~. 
What was done with you af\er tliatf A. I was clothed With 

U 
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mub of grief and repeuDaee, and was taught the l'88II08 there~ 
of. AD the Kingbts then made a journey, by which we pusecl 
from rniaery to happiness; the duk and ohacure road by which 
we travelled, was overcome with firmness, and we received as a 
recompence the object of our desire. Q. What W88 you seeking 
for in this journey? .1'. The word which was loat, ~ which 
our perseverance enabled us to recover. Q. Who gaye it to 
you'! A. It is not permitted to any person to give it, but ha~ 
redected on wliat I was s~ing and hearing, I found it myself 
with the help of him who is the &!ltMl' ~ fthe word. Q. Give it 
to me? .1. I cannot;. interrogate me. Q. What country are 
you of? A. or Judea. Q. Where have you passed? A. By 
Na%tJretl&. Q. What was the name of your condllCtor'! A. 
R.phGel. Q. What tribe are you oft A. The tribe of Judah. 
Q. I am not better instructed. A. Most Wise, enable me to 
assemble the initial letters of each word, ·and you will find the 
subject of our joy and our mysteries. Q. J. N. R. J. Jesus, 
Nazareth, Rex, Judea. A. It isvery just, Most Wise. Q. Did 
they give you any thing eleet A. The pass word, and the signs 
and tokens to make myself known. Q. Give me the first sign. 
A. (By giving it.) Q. Wbat do you call it? A. The good pas-

. ture. . Q. After having gi\"en you all·this, wbat did they do with 
you? A. The Most Wise aod the Knights c~stituted me 
Prince Knigbt of the Eagle, Perfect Mason, under the tiJIe of 
Sovereig~ Knight of Rose Croix, and decorated me with the 
ribbon and jewel, and gave me the explaDlltioo of them, after 
which I made myself knowu to all the Knights, and took my 
place ia the chapter. Q. What was dMl8 with you afterwards? 
A. The Most Wise made an exhortation, after which the busi
ness of the chapter was gone through and a convocation made·for 
the next, and the chapter was closed in the usual fonn. . 

To claBfl.-The Most Wise becks sevea times on ~4Btep of 
the altar. The Wardens repeat the l8Dle. The Kuights rille 
up. The Master asks the following queltioos:..,-'Mast Excel
lent brother Senior WardeD, what's the o'clock't' .11. 'The Il10-

ment when. the word was recovered; when the cubic stone was 
changed into a mystic rose; when the ftamiag atar appeared in 
aU its splendor; when our altars resumed their ordinary form; 
when the true light dispelled darkness, and the new I .. becomes 
visible in all our works.' Then the Most Wise takes tile charity 
box fo distribute to the ordinary aervants, or thtlltiethJen, who are 
in necessity. After which, he deman,ds if any of the Knights 
have any thing to der for the qodofthe .order and this chapter, 
and says, 'Brother Wardens, give notice that this abapter is goUIg 
to be closed.' This dODe, they knock the same as the Muter, 
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and make the ordinary acclamations. The Master leaves his 
pace, makes his obeisance, embraces all the Knights, IIIld says, 
'Profourul. peace.' All the brethren do the same. The Most 
Wise then says, (having first saluted with his mallet,) 'My breth-

. reD, this Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix is closed; let us do 
our duty.' They all exclaim Vivat. The Master says, 'Let us 
go, my brethren, and make the reflection which our work re
ctoires; Jet us go, and return in peace.' The brethren take the 
buckles out of their shoes, and wear their shoes in the form of 
supper&. The only banquet, or ceremony, of the table, used in 
the chapters of Rose Croix, is the folfowing, which is indispen
sably necessary, being in commemoration of the repast of our 
Saviour, which he gave at Emmaus, when he made himself 
known to his disciples after his resur'rootion. 

The Most Wise orders the youngest Knight to go and prepare 
every thing for their repast; he goes into an apartment appropri
ated to this purpose, and covers the table with a white cloth, and 
places thereon a loaf of white bread in a plate in the centre of a 
triangle, formed with three candlesticks, in which must be candles 
of white or yellow wax. He then takes to the Master, wands of 
six feet high, who receives them and returns them to the candi
date, who presents one to each Knight. They then follQw the 
Master to the banquet, where they place themselves round the 
table, and standing with their heads uncovered, exce~t the Mu-
ter, who puts OD his hat after prayer. _ 

~rayer.-Sovereign t:reator 0' all things, who provides for all 
our necessities and wants, bless this food of which we are now 
going to' partake, that we may receive it for thy bonor and glory, 
and for our satisfaction and refrellbment. Amen. _ 

'fhe Master breaks ,the bread and takes a piece} then passes it 
to the.right for the rest; and when they are all provided, they eat 
it. The young admitted Knight brings a goblet of wine which 
he places in the middle of the table. The Master takes it, and 
makes the sign of ~e Rose Croix, drinks, and presents the gob
let to the brother Dext to him, • drinks, and passes it round till 
it comes to the Master again, who goes With all the Knights, and 
throws what is left iRto. the fire, beiug all kneeling on one knee, 

. in the manner 'of making an o1feriag:-they all rise, when the 
Master embraces them, and says, 'Pun BE UlONG YOU;' they 
answer, 'Be it 80: o8tIU&.' They go to the other chamIte.r, where • 
they put their buckles in their shoes and retire." 

* Theyoangest Knight is to cl!l8f·the table, and, during the whole cere
mony of the rep~, We most profound silence ill to be observed. So a. 
vants can be emplOyed in tbis Office, aJ all the brethren are equal. til lOme 
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The feast of this chapter is on Shrove Tuesday, which cannot 
be dispensed with; and it: there is but one Knight in a place, he 
must absolutely perform the ceremony of this festival, that he 
may reunite himself in spirit with his brethren, who do the same • 

• If he is travelling on the road, and meets a brother, they are 
obliged to go to, some convenient bouse to celebrate it. 

OrdilW&CeB.-The Knights of the Rose Croix have the privi
lege of holding the mallet onhe .aster in all lodges; but if they 
do not choose to receive it, they place themselves at the side of 
the Master, taking rank of all the offit'ers. If the )laster, through 
ignorance of his quality, does not make him that polite offer, he 
must seat himself on the ftoor, at the columo of the Entered Ap
prentice. When a Knight signs a masonic paper, he must lLttix 
his rank to his signature, and also seal it with his coat of a.nns;-

C. S. P. D. R. C. ~orK. C. P; of R. C. 
-rnr-

Where there is a regular chapter, they must assemble, at least, 
six times a year; viz: The Annual ,l<'east--8brove' Tuesday
Tuesday after Easter-The Day of Ascension, and All Saints' 
Day; exclusive of two Grand 'I<'estivals of St. Johns, which can
not be dispensed with. In a Constituted Chapter, there must be, 
at least, tMee, till the number becomes greater; then the officers 
are elected as in other lodges. ' The election is made the Tues
day after Easter, when they enter into their charge, and the for
mer officers are to render an account of their proceedings for the 
year past. , 

They are obliged to be charitable to all the poor, particularly 
to all distressed Masons. They must visit the prisoners. If a 
Knight falls sick, they are obliged to visit him, and pay particular 
attention that-be wants for nothing which they can supply him 
with. On the death of a Knight, he shall be decorated wMb his 
ribbon and jewel. round his neck, and his funeral shall be attend

'ed by all the Knightsf clothed in all their orders, if it can be done 
without causing reftection on the order; after which, a chapter 
shall be opened. The brother who succeeds him, shall wear his 
jewel, covered with black crape, for tI¥'ee days. In the French 
Chapters it is usual to keep the a.nniversary of his death, and pr0-
nounce an eulogy on his virtues. 

It is forbid, under any pretext whatsoever, for OQe brother to. 
fight, or Combat, with another. No brother can absent himseIf 

ehapters they eat a roasted lamb, but it muat have the head and feet on, 
whiCh are Clut oft" in the chapter and tbJo!'n into the fire, as an o&r:ing, be
fore' anyone eats: Here there mnst be onlJ' one knife and one &ObJet, but DO 

bottle; but this ceremony has been abolished-tile 1irI!t being only made 
use of. ' 
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t'iom the chapter, unless in ease of sieben, or other good and ' 
sufficient reasons, of which the chapter must approve. .The 
chapter 'must only be lighted with wax eandlea, or sweet oil.
Fin ... 

GRAND PONTIFF,' 

OB 

SUBLIME SCO."CH MA.SONRY. 

Decorations ~f Ihe Lodge, Tillel, 4-c.-The hangings of this 
lodge must be blue, spread with gold stars. The M.aster of this 
lodge gOes by the title of Thrice Puissant: he is clothed in a 
white satiti robe. and sits on a throne under a blue canopy, behind 
whicb, in a niche, is a transparent light, sufficient to light the 
lodge. The Thrice Puissant holds a sceptre in his hand. There 
is only one Warden, who sits opposite the Thrice Puissant in the 
west, and holds a golden staff in his band. All the rest of the 
brethren are clothed in white robes, and have the title of Faithful 
and True Brothers. Tbey aJl wear a blue satin fillet round their 
foreheads, with 12 golden stars embroidered thereon. 

The draft (or carpet,) of the lodge, represents a square city, 
or celestial Jerusalem, descending on clouds from heaven, to 
crusb the remains of ,the present Jerusalem, or a three headed 
serpent, or hydra, in chains, representing the wickedness of the 
infidels yet remaining there. This celestial Jerusalem bas twelve 
gates, three on each side. In the centre of the city is a tree which 
bears twelve different kinds of fruits. The present Jerusalem 
underneath, seems' to be turned upside down, and the celestial 
Jerusalem appears to crush the three headed serpent. On one 
side of the draft you see a high mountain. 

To open Ihe lodge.-The Thrice Puissant strikes 12, at equal' 
distances, and then demands the following questions:-Q Bro
ther, what's the o'clock~ .Il.. The hour foretold. Mut. 'Faith
ful brethren, the whole is ALPHA, OMEGA, and EMANUEL: Let 
Uir work.' Then the Warden knocks 12, as above, and says~, 
'Faithful brethren, the lodge of Grand Pontift' is open.' ' 

Form of rfJCeption.-The candidate must be decorated witll 
the attributes of Knight of the East and West, a blue satin fillet 
wi1h twelve gold stars, tied roUDd his forehead, before he enters. 
He is immediately introduced into the lodge, when the Warden 
places him OD the top of a moUntain, and aaks him, 'Brother" dQ. 
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yotl .... -.u is pertW_t D. youfl'GMiae tW you wiD bretI& 
an eo~".., eoneepoo4i8nc.".. uad me_hip with thole 
,mo are 801' The candidate 1IIISWelB, 'I premise"" ...... ' ~. 
Then' tbe Warden leaves the candidate, and comes don the 
mountain backwards, and goes to the celestial city, and with a 
surveyor's chain measures the four sides of it, when he goes to 
the candidate again, and tells him, 'Brother, that city (pointiug to 
it,) meuures 12,000 furloogs e&eR side.' He then takes the .. 

, candidate by the hand, and both come down baekwuds. He 
places him before the draft, facing the Thrice Puissant. After a 
m,inute's sileace, be makes billl take three square steps towardlJ 
the chained serpent, then one step on each side of the three heads, 
be then koeeiB three times with bis right knee, holding, at the 
same time, his right hand horizo~taIly towards the Thrice his
sant. (niB eeremeay is iDsteacl of lID obliption,] The Tlaric.e 
Pui.sant orders him to retreat.three steps, which again brings him 
to t\ae bottOill of the draft, where the Warden gives him the sip, 
token, IIDCl word. TIle order is a broad red ribbon, with tntve 
golden IItarB embroidered thereou. It is worn hm the ri8ht 
shoulder to the left hip. 

The jewel is a square of gold; on ODe aide is.eapwed AusA, 
on the other, OMEGA. . 

LECTURE. 

Q. What are youl A. I am a Sublime (}rand Pontiff. Q. 
Where have you received this degreel A. IJl a place where there 
is neither sun Dor mOOD to ligbt it. Q. Explain tbie to mel A. 
As the Grand POlltift' Dever wants any artificial light, the faithful 
and true brothers, the Sublime Grand Pontiffs, do Dot WaDt riches 
or title3 to be admitted into the Sublime Degrees, as "they prove 
themselves worthy of admittance "y their aHaclm.ent to Muon
ry,-the faithful discharge of their Bev,eral obligatiOllil.-dleir vir
tue, and true and sincere frie&ldsblp for their bre~n in general. 
Q. What does the draft of this ledge representl A A square 
city of four equal sides, .with three gates on each side; in the mid
tile of which is a tree, which bears twelve dift'ereat kiads ef fiouit. 
The city is suspended as on cloucls, and tl8&m to cnish a three 
headed serpe&lt. Q. Explain tbia to me. A. The lCJIIGf'e Ny 

i e.entB aneteA' Free MGIO!IWJt undw 'IY titJ. " Grrmd Poa.:. 
• ,,,,,I»clt. COGM' doum from ~ 10 rept.ee 'IY oneum _ple, 

.'ch is represented by the mins·and ihe three ~ 8eJ'ptJ,t 
underneath. Q. How comes HaBOIlI',Y to baV8 fallea _ NiB. 
since we are bouad to ,~qppor:t it, aod ue a~ te it by .... 
o&li~~_, ",4tct. ccmnotli e.pie~all A. 1""~,, de ........ 
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oW titau, ",hir1ee l..-. foo- Cle· ........ ~f 1e..MIra, .... e 
iaDrD ID Ir4H _ tiN fir. ~tD1&o' LU CI LHlg. 4{ PerJtt>. 
... Q~ Where does Bt. John lIIly18iat. A. 1 ..... ,...".,..., 
1IIhere he BpeakBoj Babylon ~ the~ J.,.."... Q. What 
signifies the tree, with tJae twelve dift'eDd fmi .. , wbieh ..... in 

• the centre of die square cityt A. The bee of 1ite ia pIaeed there 
III •• as -"11 __ .... e ,he.".". of life .tW •• ".!0wat4 and 
the twelve fl1lits BiaDify ,,.,., 111,8 _t .. 1IHrfJ .... to i""'nll:t 
Dar""'" """"ally,-a.d BUltJill eaeA ether 11K ..... , M.c .IMe'" of 
..... __ ca. Q. What is the meaoing of the ..... fiBet with the 
twelve golden stars, which the C8Ilmdata wore round hill forebeadt 
.A. .It procures IDose who wear it an eatnDee into our lodge, as 
it liketlliee proCUf'U tlae enirawe oj Clote tolw .,.,. .... t/u ce-
lestial Jenuiilerra, 48 St. John ..... V' i_!tWfIle Uf. Q. What is 
the m~ of the twelve golden .... on tile fiUet of the candi-
ate, and 611 those of the hrethment ,A.. They repreaeot the 
twelve angels, who . watche4 at the twelve gate~ of the celestial 
.Jerusalem. Q. What signifies the blue hangiags, with the gold
en stars thereon! A. The blue is &be symbol of !eDity, fidelity, 
.and sweetnesl, whieh ought to be the share of every faitRful and 
true bredter; ud tIte sIM, nprumt tJw,e .MGIOftI ",1&0 }u.,e giII_ 
at proof of tlutr attachmeat to t1e ,tetwes arut rule' oj t1c order, 
",hie", ... the eM, IIIiI1 make t. de~ of ettUftAg i"to the 
ulettiGl JerwaJem. Q. What age are 10u1 A.. I reckon no 
·more. Q. W1ta~ remains for 10U to .acquirel A. The subtime 
truths of the degrees above this. Q. What is your »ame1 A.. 
Faithful ~d true bJ:otber. . . 

To cWs8.-Tkric,. Puis,ant. 'What's the o'clockl' W..r.m: 
'Thrice Puissant, the hour accompliebed.' TMice Puil. 'Alpha 
and Omega: let lJ8 'rejoice, my brethren.' He then atrikes 12, 
which is Eepeated by the Warden, an« tbe lodge is elosed.-Fim8. 

--'11"" 
VENERABLE GRAND MASTER 

OF ALL SYMBOLIC LODGES, 

Sob'~t'" Urtmt" of JIQ.o.u:». 
I. MAIiJTER ADV"ITIAM, OR GRAND PONTIFF. 

~,4'(.. This Iodp mQst he decorated with blqe 
-ad yellow. The Grand Malter site 00 a throne, elevated ·by 
nine steps, under a canopy, before it is ,!Ill ~ .. Oft wbioh is '!' 
",ord, bible, co.,.., sqll8~, ~ Itc..aa in the ~ynJbO~lC 
l.otJ8es. Bet.weeo1he!8ItM _ the .uth is:a ~ok Wlth 
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aiDe InDcbes, wbicb is always lighted in tbia loclp. There are 
two Wanleoa ia the weet. The Gtaod Master rep_elite Opus 
Artuerz.., weariDg his royal OI'DlUIl8Ilts and a large blue and.yel. 
low ribbon cl'OI8iug each other. . . . 

To Ope......Grand Muter. I desire to open the Lodge. He 
thea descends to the lowest step of me throne, ad when he is 
auured that the lodge is tyled, he bocks 1 and 2 with his mallet. 
Each Warden repeata the same, ·which makes I. Gr. Master. 
'Where is your Muter placed1' War. '10 the east.' G. M. 
'Why in the eutl' War. 'Because the glorious sun rises in the 
east to iUumine the world.' . G. M. 'Aa I sit in the east, I open 
this lodge, whicb is repeated by the Wardene.' Then aD the 
brethren clap with their hands 1 and 2. . 

Bee,,'itna. 'the candidate represents Zerubbabel, who enters 
the lodge by himself, without beiug iatrodueed, decorated with 
the jewels and badges of the highest degrees he has taken. The 
Wardens take him by the hand and place him in a blue elbow 
chair, opposite to the Grand Master, who demands from him all 
the words from an Entered Apprentice up to a Gr. PontiW; and 
after he has satisfied the Grand Master, aDd is found worth; to 
hold a sceptre, they make him trave~ nine times round the lodge, 
beginning in the south, and then by nine square steps he advan. 
ees to the throne, and walks over two drawn swords, laid across. 
There must be a pot with bumiug charcoal close by.the throne, 
that the candidate may feel the heat oftbe fire while taking the 
obligation, in doing which, he lays his right hand on the bible, 
which is covered by the Grand Master's right hand, and then· 
takes the follolljug obligation. 

Oblil(Gtitna. I, - do most solemnly and sincerely swear 
and promise under the penalties of all my former obligations, to 
protect the craft and my b~thren with all my might, and.not to 
acknowledge anyone for a true mason, who was not made in a 
regularly constituted and lawfullodgo. I furthermore do swear 
that I will strictly observe and obey all the statutes ~d regula.
tions of the lodge, and that I never will disclose or discover the 
secrets of this degree, either directly or indirectly, elt~ept by 
virtue of a full power in writing, given me for that purpose by 
the Grand Inspector or his deputy, and· then to such only lUI 

bave been Masters of a regular lodge:-All this 1 swear under 
1he penalties of being for ever despised and dishonored by the 
craft in general. He then kisses the lrible. Here foUow8 tha 
signs, token and word. 

One word is which signifies, 'I am what 1 am! Thia 
is also the DUDe or the DI8D who founcl the cavern where the_ 
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bid, who kept in his mouth the key of the ark of aIIiaace, which 
was lost. The second word is -, which is the IllUDe of 
him who fought the lion in the cavern. The lima had • gold col
Jar round his neck, on which was engraved the word Jechaon. 
The rest is an enigma to you, as it is only known to the Sublime 
Princes of the Royal Secret; a degree whim you cannot receive 
unless you crush the serpent of ignorance. The third word is 
---, which was the name of him who laid the first foundation 
stone of the temple, rebuilt by the Princes of' Jerusalem. The 
JEWEL is a triangle, on whicll is engraved S.CIlU, 8Ild is 8U8pend
ed by a broad blue and yellow ribbon. 

LECTURE. 

Q, Are you a Grand Master of aU Symbolic Lodges! A. 
They know me at Jerusalem to be tuch. Q. How shall I 
know that you are a G. Master of a\l Symbolic Lodges! A. 
By observing my zeal in rebuilding the temple. Q. Which way 
did you travel1 A. From the south to the east. Q. How of
-ten! A •. Nine. Q. Why so many? A. In memory of the G. 
Masters who travelled to Jerusalem, Q. Can you give me their 
names! A. Their names are ESDRu, ZaRuBBABEL, PHACHI, 
JOSHUA, ELIAL, TOYADA, HOMEN, NEREMIU, and MolLeRIAs. 
Q. What are the paSs words! A. ...... ...... ...... 
Q. What object engaged your attention most, when you first en
tered the lodge of Grand Masters? A. The candlestick, with 
nine branches. Q. Why are the nine caDdles therein always 
kept burning in this lodge! A. To remind us that there cannot 
be less than nine Masters to form a Grand Master's lodke. Q. 
What were your reasons for wishing to be admitted 8Ild received 
in this lodge of Grand Masters! A. That I might receive the 
benefit of the two lights I was unacquainted with. Q. Have 
you received those lights, and in what manner! A. In receiving 
first the small light. Q. Explain this. A. When I was receiv
ed by steel and fire. Q. What signifies the steel1 A. To re- . 
mind us of the steel by which our Most Respectable Chief, Hi
ram Abi1f, lost his life, and which I am sworn to make use of, 

. whenever I can revenge that horrible murder on the traitors of 
Masonry. Q. What means the fire? A. To put us in mind that 
(lur forefathers were purified by fire. Q. By whom was you reo-

,ceivedt A. By Cyrus. Q. Why by Cyrus! A. Because it "1·' 
was he who ordered Zembbabel to rebuild the temple. Q. What 
did you promise and swear to perform whon you received this .. 
degree? A. I swore that I would see the laws, statutes, ani reg- I' 

wanoDs strictly observed in our lodge. - Q. What was your Dame 
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before you receiYed this deple1 A. Zeru~l. Q. What ill 
your name oow1- A.· Cyrus. Q. What means the word, Ani
mamil A .. 'I am that r am,' and it is also the n:iJDe of him who 
fOllDd the lion's den. Q. Why is the lodge decorated with blue 
and yellowl A. To remind us that the ETB.MAL appearei to 
Moses on mount 'Sinai, in clouds of gold and azure, when He 
~ye to bis people the laws of infinite wisdom. Q. Where do 
you find the records of our ordetl A. In the archives of KiI
willin, in the north of Scofland. Q. Why did you travel from 
the sooth round to ilie eastl 'A. In allusion to the power of the 

, Grand Architect of the universe, which extends throughout all 
the world. Q. Why did you l\&<!h your hands in the fourteenth 
degreel A. To show our innocence. Q. Why is the.his\ory of 
Hiram Ahiff so much spoken oft A. To put us always in mind 
that he chose rather to sacrifice his life, than reveal the secrets of 
Masonry. Q. Why is the triangle, with the word secret on it, 
considered 88 the most precious jewel in Masonryl A. Because 
by its justness, equality, and proportion it represents our redemp
tion. Q. By what mark W88 the place discovered, where Hiram 
Abiff was buried by his 88888sinst A. By a sprig of C888ia, 
(say granate.) Q. For what reasons do the Master Masons in 
the Symbolic Lodges, speak of a sprig of cassial A. Because 
the Sublime Grand Elected descendants of the ancient Patriarchs 
did not think proper to give the real name, or truth, of Masonry; 
therefore, they agreetl to say diat it was a sprig of cassia, liecause 
it had a strong smeD. Q. What are tlle reasons lor the different 
knocks-at the door to gain admittancel A. To know and be 
assured that they have passed the different degrees, which num
ber we must understand. Q. )'or what reasons dp we keep our 
mysteries with INCh circumspection and secrecyl A. For fear 
there might be fonnd amoagst us some traitorous villains, similar 
to the three Fellow ()1'tIfts who murdered our chief, Hiram Abut. 
Q. What is the reason that the Grand Master of aD lodges is 
received with so much boaor in the Symbolic Lodges1 A. Those 
homages are due to their virtues, 88 Princes of Masons, whose 
firmness bas beea shown on 80 many occasions, by spilling their 
blood in support of Muonry and the fraternity. Q. Why do we 
applaud with 01'lr handel A. In that DlllDDel we espresB .our hap
piness and satisfaction at having done a good action, and rendei-
ed justice. Q. What refteetiona 000Ur, when contemplating the 
eonduct of Solefnont A. That a wise ID,/ln may en:, and when 
he is seaaible of.. fault, correetll himself by aeknowledgilig 
that r.lt, whereby he claims tile iBdu1genee of hi. brethren. Q. 
Why do the 8y1abolc LodtIes take the name of St. ,,_, of Je. 
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rusalea? A. BecaMe ill theJ.iae of die CI'Il88des, the Perfect 
~0D8, Knights, and Princes eolDlDUDicated their m.ysteries to 
the Knights of that order; wherellpOn it was determined to cele
Juate their festival annually, 011. St. John's clay, being undsr the 
same law. Q. Who was the first arehitect that conducted the 
works of Solomon's'templel A. Hiram A.biff; which lignifies 
the inspired man. Q. Who law the first stonel A. Solomon 
cut and laid the first· stone, whicb afterwards supponed the tem
ple. Q. Was there any thiug enclQSed in that stonel A. Yes; 
some characters, which were like the name of the Grand Archi
tect of the universe, which was OBIy known. to Solomon. Q. 
What stone was it1 A. An agate, of a foot square. Q. What 
was the form of itl A. Cubical. Q. ,At 1I'_t time of the day 
was the stone laid! A. Before sunrise. Q. For what reason? 
A. To show that we must begin early and work with 'rigiIaace 
and assiduity. Q. What cement did be make use on A. A 
cement which was composed of the finest and purest 8our, milk, 
oil, and wine. Q. Is there any meaning in this compositionl 
A. Yes; when the Grand Architect of the universe determined 
to create the world, he employed his IIweetness, bounty, wisdom, 
BJ;I.d power. Q. What is the reasOn why the number 81 is held 
in such esteem among Princes of Masons? A. Because that 
number explains the triple alliance which the Eternol operates by 
the triple triangle, which was seen at the time Solomon consecrat
ed the temple to God; and also that Hiram Abiff was 81 years 
of age, when he was murdered. Q. Was any thing else per
ceived at the consecrationl A. A perfume which not only filled 
the temple, but all Jemsalem. Q. Who destroyed the temple? 
A. NebuchlUlnezzar. Q. How many years after it was built? 
A. 470 years, six months and ten days after its foUBdation? Q. 
Who built the second templel A. Zerubbabel, by the grant and 
aid of Cyrus, kigg of Persia. It was finished in the reign of 
D.arius, ,when he was kDOWD to be a Prince of Jerusalem. Cy
rus not only gave ZERUBBABEL and the captive Masons their 1ib
erty, but ordered all the treasures of the old temple to be restor
ed to the/ll, that they might embeDisb the second temple, which 
he had orde~d Zerubbabel to build. Q. What signifies the jew
el of the RigRt Worshipful Grand Master of all lodges being a 
triangle? A. He wears it in remembrance of the presents given 
by monarchs and the protectors of the order, in recompense for 
their zeal, fervor, and CODStancy. Q. What way have you trav
elled to become a Right Worsbipful G:rud Ma.ter of all Lodges 
aad Grand Pat.tiareW A. By tl1e four elemeits. Q. Why by 
the fOUl elements? A. 'To put us in mind of this world, and the 
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troubles in which we liY8; to .... ourselves· from all impmi .. 
ties, and thereby render ourselves wOJthy of perfect virtue. Q. 

, Where was the lodge of Grand Masters first held1 A. In the 
sacred vault, east of the temple. Q. Where is that lodge held at 
present1 A. All over the-.world,·agreeably to the orders of Sol
omon, when be told us to travel and to spread over the universe, 
to teach Masonry to those whom we should find worthy of it, but 
especially to those who should receive us kindly, and who· were 
virtuous men. Q. What did Solomon give you to remember him 
at your departuret A. He rewarded the merits of all the work
men, and showed to the Chief Master the cubic stone of agate, 
on which was engraved, on a gold plate, the sacred name of God. 
Q. How was the agate stone supported1 A •. On a pedestal of a 
triangular form, surrounded by three cross pillars, which were also 
surrounded by a circle of brass. Q. , . hat signifies the three 
pillars1 A. Strength, wiidom, and beauty. Q. What was in 
the middle of the circle1 A. The JIOint of exactness, which 
teaches us the point of perfection. Q. What else did Solomon 
give you1 A. The great sign of admiration and constematioo, 
by which I am known by a brother. .He also put a ring 00 my 
finger, in remembrance of my alliance with virtue, and loaded us 
with kindness. Q. Why have you a SUD on the jewel of perp 

fection1 A. To show that we have receioed the JUlllight, ad 
!mot" MGlMWY ira its pa'fectiora. Q. Who destroyed the second 
temple, which was finished by the Princes of Jerusalem1 A. 
Pompey began its destruction, and king Herodes the Great fin
ished it. Q. Who rebuil' it ~'78.inl A. King Berodes repent
ing the action he bad unjustly done, recalled all the Masons to 
Jerusalem who had ded, aad directed them to rebuild the temple. 
Q. Who destroyed the third temple1 A. T,To, the SOil of the 
emperor Vespasian. The Masons, who, with sorrow, saw the 
temple again destroyed, departed from Rome, after having em
braced the Catholic religion, and determined never to assist in 
constructing another. Q. What became of those Masons after
wards1 . A. They divided themselves into several ,companies 
and went into difFerent parts of Europe, but the ~test part of 
them went to Scotland, and built a town which they called Jru. 
wilIin: at this time there is a I~ tht.re, bearing the same name. 
Q. What happened to them afterwards1 A. 27,000 of the Ma
sons in Scotland determined to assist the Christian Princes and 
Knig\tts, who were at that time at Jerusalem, in a crusade for the 
purpose of takiD8 the Holy Land and city from the infidels who 
.were then in po8session of it; and they accordingly obtamed 
.Ieave of the Scotch Monarch. Q. What happened most re-
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1118.r~le to them? A. Their bravery and ~d conduct gained 
them·tbe esteem and respect of .n the Knights of St. John, of 
Jerusalem. The General of that order and the principal officers 
took the resolution of being admitted into the secrets of Mason
ry, which they accordingly received, and in ~turn they admitted 
them Scotch Masons into their order, by the name of ROSE 
CROIX, or PBLICAl'f. Q. What became of those Masons after
wardsl A. After the crusade, they returned and spread Mason
ry throughout all Europe, which flourished for a long time in 
France and England; but the Scotch, to their great praise be it 
spoken, were the only people who kept up the practice of it. Q. 
How came it again in vogue in France? A. A Scotch noble
man went tQ France and became a resident at Bordeaux, where 

. he established a Lo~ of Perfection from the members of the 
lodge in 1744, in which he was assisted by a French gentleman, 
who took great pleasure in all the Masonic Degrees. This still 
exists in a most splendid manner. Q. "'hat means the fire in 
our lodge? A. Submission, purification of morals, and equality 
among brethren. Q. What signifies the air? A. The purity. 
virtue, and truth of this degree. Q. What does the sign of the 
BUO meant A. It signifies that some of us are more enlightened 
than others in the mysteries of Masonry, and for that reason we are often called Knights of the SUO. Q. How many signs have 
you in this degree of Grand Ponti1f, which is Grand Master of 
alilodges1 A. 1st, The Sign of the Earth, or Apprentice; :ld, 
of Water-Fellow Craft; 3d, of Terror-the Master; 4th, of 
Fire; 5th, of Air; 6th, of the point in view; . 7th, of the Suo; 8th, 
of Astonishment; 9th, of Honor; lOth, of Stench, or strong smell; 
11th, of Admiration; 12th, of Consternation.-End of the lec
ture • 

. To close.-The Grand Master says, ~My brother, enter into 
the cave of SILoL-work with Grand RouDul-measure your 
steps to the SUD, and then the great black tlagle will cover you 
with his wings, to the end of what you desire, by thtl help of the 
Most Sublime Princes Grand Commanders.' He then strikes 1 
and 2, makes tlIe sign of the four squares, which is repeated by 
the Wardens and the lodae is closed. 

The EXAMINATION of a brother in the foregoing de!!ree, is as 
follows:-

Q. From whence came you1 A.. From the sacred vault at 
Jerusalem. Q. What are you come to do heret A. I am corne 
to see and visit your works and show you mine, that we may' work 
together and rectify our morals, and, if possible, sanctify the pro
fane-but only by permission of. Prinee Adept, or Prince of tho 
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Roy8l Secret, (if one is present.) .Q. What have you broughtl 
A. Glory, grandeur, and beauty. Q. Why do you give the 
name of St. Jobn to our lodget _ A. Formerly all the lqdges 
were under the ~, of. Solomoa's lodge, as the fouoder of Ma
IJODry; but since the crusad8li we bave agreed with the Knights 
Templars, or Hospit8llers, to dedicate them to 8t. John, as he 
was the support of the Christians and the new laws. Q. What 
do you ask moret A. Your will and pleasure as you may find 
me worthy, obedient, and virtuous. 

, ..... 
KNIGHTS 01' THB BOY AL AIBOB HACBB, (IU.TCRBT.) 

SOMETIMES CALLED 

GRAND PATRIARCH, BY THE NAME OF 

PRINCE OF LAB ANUS. I 

This meeting is called a College. . 
To opm.-The Chief Prince says, 'To order, brethren;' which 

is answered by the SeDior and Junior Grand Wardens in the same 
w,ords. After some silence is ohserved, the Chief Prince holds 
up both his hands, the fingers and thumbs extended as wide as. 
possible, and says, 'The trees of, Lebanus are grown up and fit 
to cut;' on which aU the brethren hold up both their bands in the 
same manner, then let them fall on their thig1ls, in allusion that 
they are cut down, in order to be used for holy purposes; viz: 1st. 
They were used for the building of Noah's ark: 2d. They were 
used for the construction of the Ark of Alliance: 3d. For the 
lise of Solomon's temple. The Chief Prince then says, 

Noah, .} The answer to' these {Japheth, . 
Bezaleel, words are made by the Eliab, 
Sidonisns, Senior Warden. Lebanus. 

OrigiR.-:' This degree was established on the. three abovemen
tioned occasions, the cutting of cedar for holy purposes. The 
explanation of the letters on the AxB,. or JEWBL, will teach you. 

L, on one side of the handle, is Lebanon: S, on the top, Sol
omon: AB, on the same side, Abda: A, on the same side, Adoo
iram: C, on the same side, Cyrus: D, 00 the same side, Darius: 
X, on the same side, Xerxes: Z, on the same side, Zerubbabel: 
At on the same side, Ananias. 

On the .other side of the axe are the following initials:--S. OD 

the blade, Sidoniaas: N. Oil the top .of the handle, NQah: S. on 
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do. SOOm: C. on do. Chum: I. on do. Japheth: M. on do. Mo-
Ses: B. OD dQ. Bezaleel: E. on do. Eliab. ' 

The said axe, or jewel, must be crowned, and should be of 
gold, aad must hang on the breast to a ri\tbon of the colors of the 
rainbow. It may also be worn tiom the right &houler to the left 
hip. . . 

The Sidonians were always very zealous for the holy enter
prises; before the deluge, they employed themselves is cutting 
cedars from mount Lebanon for the eonauction of Noah's ark, 
under the conduct of Japheth. The descendants of them, like
ne, cut cedars tiommount Lebanon, that were grown up again, 
for the coostruction of the ark of the covenant; and their posteri
ty also·cut in the same· forest, under the conduct of Prince de 
Heroden, for the construction of the first temple of God, by the 
omers of. Solomon. The Samaritaas assisted in bringing the 
. timberS down trom the mount to the seaside, to be transported 
fromthenee to Joppa. • 

Those zealous descendants have since been employed to fell 
the timbers of the mountain, fur the construction of the second 
temple, by the orders of Cyrus, Darius, and Xerxes, under the 
direction of Zeruhba.hel. This celebrated nation formed on the 
said mountain colleges, or meetings, and always in their works 
adored the Great Architect of the universe. They had the same 
signs, and their different words were taken tiom the different in .. 
spectors and conductors; .. Noah, and his three sons. Noah 
b~ng the chief, and his sons the eonductors and ancient patri
archs, we owe the knowledge of these events in succession of 
time since the deluge. 

In the earliest ages of time, coUeges were established on the 
mountain, fOr the construotion of the ark of the cQV8nant, aad in 
some ages after, ihe same colleges were Iteld for the construction 
of Solomon's temple. That wise king ordered a small palace to 
be built on mount . Lebanon, which, when fiuishetI, be used to go 
to S88 what progress the workmen had made iD bewiag and squar
ing the cedars. Thus by their example, we preserve, with the 
greatest respect, the names of those venerable patriarchs, aad 
also the memory of the Sidonians. The initials. of the jewel 
form.an abridgment of this interesting history, as well as the fig
ure of the draft. The celJese is closed ill the same JDIlDIleI' as it 
V1UI opeued. . 
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CHIEF OF THE TABERNA.CLE. 

D.cOf'4liOftB of t1&t Lodg.-1he Ilaugiop are priacipeJly 
"bite, supported by othel'll of red aod black hMe and there, ac
cording to tbe taste of tbe arcbitecL At the bottom of this ball 
is a sanctuary, separated from. the upper part by a balustrade, 
and by a red curtain on every side. . In the aanctuary there is 
placed the tbrone over. platfonn,upoo which you enter by sey
en steps. Before the throne is placed a table covered with a red 
clotb-upon the altar is laid the Holy Bibleaod a poniard;· Be
side of the tbrone there ia the AU: of ALLIANCE, crowned by a 
GLORY, in the centre of which is seen God's name, ( l\n,' ) 
and at tbe sides tbe SUN and tbe MOON. To tbe right of the irst 
altar and a little further upwards is the altar of sacrifices; (Holy 
courts:) In front to the left, is the altar of perfumes. In the 
west, two cbandeliers, of five branches, arrayed in a pyt'lUDidial 
form. In the eut one cbandelier, with two brant:bel. 

Tbe president is seated on the throne, and the Wardens before 
the altar. During receptions there is a dark apartment witb an 
altar in the middle, over which is placed a light and thlee human 
skulls. In front of the altar tbere is a ,human skeleton. ' 

Titles.-Tbe presiding officer is styled, 'GREAT SOYBRBIGN 
SACRIFICER.' In tbe Frencb lodge be is styled, 'GRAND Cox
MANDER.' The Wardens, 'HIGH PJJESTS;' the othera. 'LeeiIu.' 
The lodge is styled an' Hierarchy.' In France it is called, 'SOfJI!
reign Council.' Tbe Cbief represents Aaron, the Wardens, his 
sons, Eleazer and Itbamar. The candidate represents Hamar. 
He should be introduced covered, bat on, sandals on his feet and 
linen small clothes on. HolD' of opeDiog is whe_n the deaeend
ants of Hiram came to the aacrifices. Of closing-when the 
sacrifice is consumed, knocking 7 blows, by 6 and 1. The 
candidate kDock. and repeats tbe following 

Obligatw..-I, - do promise and swear never to reveal the 
secrets of tbis degree to any pel'llon in the world, except be baa 
acquired all the preceding degrees, and then, Dot UDJesS within 
the body of a Sovereign Council of this degree of Chief of the 
Tabemacle, regularly holding its authority from some legally es
tablished Supreme CovDcil of the 38d degree: nor will I be pre8~ 
ent, or aid, or assist at the communicating them, unless with the 
abovenamed authority, regularly obtained. ADd incase I should 
violate this my sacred obligation, I perjure mysel£ I consent that 
the earth should be opened before my eyes, and tbat I should be 
eDgulfed (swallowed up,) even to my neck, aDd thus milleraltJy 
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perish. To the fulfilment of which, may God preserve me in 
my seoses. Amen. In token of your sincerity in this obligation 
you will kiss the Bible. (Nadab and Abihu, Aaron's two so-.s, 
~re puDished in this manner for their crimes. Numbers, 3d ch. ) 
,.orw..-The Chief, or Grand Sacrificer, wears a 1arp red 

tunic, over which is placed BRother of yeHow, shorter than the 
mat and without sleeves. Upon his head is a mitre of gold cloth; 
upon the front is painted or embroidered, a Delta, with the inef
fable name. . About this dress he puts a black sash with a suver 
fringe, from which hangs (by a red cockade,) a poniard. This 
sash is worn from len to right. The two High Priests, or War. 
dens, have the same 4ress, with the exception of the Delta upon 
the mitre, which, they do not use. The Levites wear white tuDic, 
tied with a red belt, with a gold fringe. From this belt, by a 
black cockade, is suspended a thurible, (censor,) which is the 
jewel of this degree • 

.!1pron.-The apron is white, lined with deep scarlet, and bor
dered with red, blue, and purple ribbonS. In the middle, it has 
a gold chandelier of seven branches, and on the flap a myrtle in 
violet color. The jew~l, which is a thurible, is sometimes worn. 
Crom a broad sash of yellow, purple, blue,and scarlet ribbon, 
fi-OJR the left shoulder to the right hip. 

~ 

, PRINCE OF THE TABERNACLE. 

DecO'f'ationB of tht Locke BoOtllB.-This lodge consists of two 
apartments, the first of which proceeds directly into the second~ 
and is called the vestibules, where the brothers clothe them
salves. It is ornamented with the different attributes of Free 
Masonry. The second apartment is made completely circular, by 
means of the suit of hangings. The decoration of this room va,. 
ries agreeably to the three points of reception. In ilM middle, is 
placed a chandelier, with seven branches, and each branch with 
seven lights; in all forty-nine lights • 

.Ilpparel.-A blue silk (taffeta, or sarcenet,) TUNIC; the collar 
of which il decorated with rays of gold, representing a glory. 
The surplice is sprinkled with gold ~tars. Upon the head, a 
close crown, eacompassed by stars and surrounded by a Delta. 
The sash is a broad watered scarlet riltbon, Wom as a collar, or 
as a sash from right to left. . 

.Ilpron.-The apron is white bordered with crimson. In the 
French lodges, white, lined with deep s~arlet,. and .bordere4 
with green. On its middle is painted, or embroidered, in~, ,. 
repre.entaaioD of the tabemac.le. The flap is aky blllO. 

WS 
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nile8.~This ;?J!I8e."blage is called. 'HU:&AacB'l".' '1'he Cbief 
Prioee is called, 'MOST POWBaFUL.' There are_e" W~ 
E+iylfri! 'p(j;"~rfT,'-tbE+ firei plaE+E+E+j.in T,e E+m,t~the E+ecoud," 
tile wbSt-utd the third. in the north. The <dice .. of tlIU hit
,4U'Chy 1"81H'E+±JeoE+E+MofSE+s, ~E+"E+ofbEelafS4,-T,>~, tbeb5hief 
Priest,-Blu'aLtEL, the 80n of U 1U,-AitoLIAB, tbesOD. AUI. 
E+AftUgll. Tile E+t.ndidE+te "%4pre'>E+Bta TLBg44EJt, • E+~E+ded 
baa" in the ditties of the tabernacle. " ' 

T%4 opet& glte H,eragghy.~MI?fS4t,j. %4448 91%4 ".2% tyl-
ed and in perfect security; IlJid are aU present, Princes of &fie 
'l'ai>EE+uclgg' "da1'V5£, 'WE+ ate, Mo.m POfS4i4tfUli, in8f$4£+t,rity; and 
all present, ate regular Pri0ce8 of the Tellemacl&.' .MOltS'. I 
'Wb"" is thE+ o'dgckl' .,qam4A. is fiE+m lwE+t of bE" firE+q; day , 

:,::::!"~t::;1:1'::'-:;'~hlo!'~=;!:; 1 
zAG hierarchy.' AG~ 'Bmdf',d ~-d .ill.",? I"ef"'''t.' The 
Thief PriBce gives 6 eqlllil iiIDd lotiii raps, ... tbe Watdensall 
repeat tDem, ofte after the ~!', when M%4S88 f$4£+Ys, '14~dar'E+ 
ihis lovfi['E+ign $:,;olm%4H dE+ll olRmed. . 

F'IYrm of lUceplion.-The tlQ!idi.d!lte is mst ... hed in wamr, 
as ig Exedes, ili4tb %4dap. f,."m to i40th E+E+rae:, H%4 05 f£'S,,~t 
to the altar by six equal alJd one Joru[ steps, when be kneels and 
take" the ETllofS4iog 

Obligatioo.-I, -- do promise and tlweBr that I "ill never 
,'eveE+l to 'my ['ersot% in tht% w,}ddE+fbategt%f, the se«:?',rts fhig 
Degree of Prince of the Tabernacle; and tllftt I DeTer will 000-

fer '0:delD,%40r or E+ssbl in E+t%nfardng tht%m 8Dt% ilet15et%, Oe 
persons, 'by my presence, or ot~envise, except un"erarl authority 
reh%4letily f}bta/£z§E+H :fi".>th s,4tffie '£'Sepnmr.> C'>E+"ftCwR cif 33d De" 
gree, which. has Ibeefl MMtmniolJlilly 1l!ftftb1ifl~, giving fdll 
poge£1r ,!,p d<p, Thi4t 'I wln s},md t(" _ ebld4c by, %4l'l tire law:;, 
rules, and regt:2atioDS 'whiel' £'Sylortg 10 -this -degree, or'lllllY tegtt-. 
tar1h eMeeate fMID the Suhrem~ C(,uucil "f the£'S3d e;,gf44E+, Ue" 
der ",hich we "re nnm 8gting; ·aad 1n 'Case I ~hould violate this 
sacred ()bliga~ioo, I censeb't to be stoaed to'deatb, (as Bt 'Ste" 
phE+f! wae,) and lbat my.b%;'"3y left rot abO',,%;' g'l'Ul.Ioo,d%4priy. 
ed of burial. For the fanhfulperformllnce of Wb~h, mllb fltE+': ' 
Almkghtb Amh5teet of orz£E+el'flg preffiBl'T8 ,<"e. hmrzt%, 
tOtten. of your 'Ilin~erityinthis ohtigatiao 'you will ;~S8 til<e :boOk. 

'.ff.'de 1Chiefili'rinc" apf'l"l'acili'et± hi", (Ill' l'tiD ili'D'eeli±:±g;)rl'ith 
lWIId ~r oilllOO ~\tT()~l, 'surd tlms ~rtieeedll:-,-q anoint, Eien%t'r, 
~ S'iglil Mar, hhy rdght¥f1'/, i4?£if th54rNdF44 ¥h1t4}JI, £'SIlk 'Mlu 
ilil, '.ll't"keA'oj'M!·61!fit1g t~ :It/I",/ike foiMe8 of'llle 1DoriI, 
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ami w ,et thu ap''''' oj toUI doer, in tAil tobemtJCU oj Clay; to 
be rlli,etl at tM gnat mad GtDJtd day of jutlgtaeal, ". • ""Ring 
motaaIIIent of God', glory, in the hOUle flO' made vith 1umda .ter
eal ita the HeIJf1mB.' 
9 Jettel.-Thejewel of a P~ce oftbe Tabernacle is the leUer 
A, itt gold, worn from a collar of broad eriDiBon ribbon. -

HiBtory.-The history of this degree may be found in the or· 
der" which the Almighty gave to Moses and to the children of 
Israel~ to depart from Egypt and go to the promis~ land, and 
there to bUild him a tabernacle. Exodus, ch. 25. . 

Table Ceremony, observed by. the Chiefs and Princes of the 
Taf)emacle. The table is round and the "iclualt are not placed 
on it, but successively presented to the brothers in tom, whoare 
served each to his taste. In the middle of the taMe i. a eloster 
of inflamed hearts (painted,) and some incense-there must not 
be but sevellii/dltson the table. 

Ma7lfttr of T088tirag. First Teost. The MASTER say., 'The 
warm mid.day 'of our solemnities, invite our inclinations to M1t 

libatirma. . 
Let us cMrge.-'Powerful brother Junior Warden, what con

tinuation of 8Uece~s do you annoonce to us?'. J. W. answers 
according to the ritual. JUD. Worden. 'Powerful brothers W.r
dens, and you Powerfol brotlters of the hierarehy, let us cele· 
brate the grandeur of the glorious destiny which associates us. 
Drink oft'the cup at one draught.' 

Second TOGBt. The MOST POWEUUL, or Chief Prince says, 
'The warm mid-day of our solemnities invite our inclinations to 
tmD lihliona. . . 

Let us clarge.-'Powerful brother SeniOl' Walden, what is 
the boud' Sea. Warde". (From the r,itual answers.) C. P. 
'How do you combine talents1' (Anawer by rituaL) C. P. 
'Where are our brothers1' S. W. 'The Sovereign Master of 
the universe directs them in the lodge, and preserves them in the 
hierarchy.' C. P. 'Powerful brothers of the Hierarchal Lodge, 
I give you the health of an Free Masons, elected, or to be elect
ed, for the unity of the seven and of three. 

7T&ird 1Out. The Chief Prince orders to charge the censors 
agreeably to the ritual and says, 'Powerful brothers, let us drink 
to the health of the President of the United States, and to all in 
authority. May the Sovereign Grana Master of the universe fin 
them and us with hiB joy and property.' The bour of dosing is 
the day oflif'e and of tranquiJlity. M/J1'eh-6 equal, and I long 
steps; in aU seven. 
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HIBROGLYP81C'S 0 .. TBB DBGUB. 

ABC D E F G H I J K L M NO P Q R STU V X Y z 
.M.AAA-A.VVYJlV~¥.AI\AAA:b:TI~Vffi 

KNIGHTS OF THE BRA.ZEN. SERPENT. 

Decora.titlM of the Iodge.~The hBDgings are red and blue. 
Over the throne there is a transparency. on which there is Been R 

burning bush, arid in the middle the name, ,"n,'. In the cen
tre of the lodge there is a mount, elevated by five steps, in the 
form of a truncated cone. One torch or great taper, alone en-
lightens the lodge. . . 

TiUe,.-The lodge is called the court of Sinai; the Chiet 
Knight is called, 'MOST POWBRPUL GRAND MAllnR;' the War
dens, 'MiniBten, first and second;' the Orator, 'Pontiff;' the 
Secretary, '(hand Inquirer;' and the other brothers, 'KfligAU.' 
There is also an 'Eza.mUaer;' and they style the candidate a 
'TrlJl)eller,' &c. He ought to be loaded with chains to the 
weight of 30 Ibs. at least. These heavy chains denote that this 
degree has reference to the deliverance 'of the captives. The 
lodge represents the front of Meses' tent, wbere he waited upon 
(gave authority) to the Israelites, who came to prefer their com
plaints and grievances. The arch over head, sprinkled with 
stars, and t:he single light, represents the sun. The officers rep
resent Moses, Aaron,.and Joshua, the candidate an Israelite in 
chains, upon his march. 

NOTE. The pleasure of bearing the yoke for our brothers, remembering that 
they are our equals, and that the same arrow cmnot wound us all; should d&
termine DB in receiving this degree. We should also be animated by the Di
ville Spirit, to avenge our country; to make nur mysteries respected aDd to 
carry the law of the Moat High to the four quarters of the universe • 

.f1ppa.rel.-A red collar, upon which is painted, or embroider
ed, the device, fliriue and 'Da.lor. 

JetDel.-The jewel is a serpent entwiBed upon the environs.of 
a cross pole, in form of aT, about which are the Hebrew charac
ters, i1t" which signify,. 'One who shall live.' 

This is the image which Moses is said to ,have 1 
erected in th~ camp of the Israelites. Numbers, 21st 
ch. 6th v.. &c. which possessed the virtue to heal the 
bites of serpents which molested them in the desert. . 
It was afterwards prese"ed in the temple, with much . '. 
eanfuJ attention: ~ut u it came in process of time to 
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be an object of idolatry with the Jews, Hezekiah, king of ' Judea, 
commanded to take it to pieces, and fuJI of indignation caJIed it 
'Ne huBh. tan, (lEneus surpens, brazen serpent,) old copper to 
be melted up,' sordid stuff. The French write tbe word 'N echus
chth,re,' whioh at the same time signifies, 'Bt-az., erupitag, 
proph.u:yiag,' because of the superstition of the Jews in coDSult-
ing the oracles. . 

Hours of op6Diag.-The court is opened at 1, O'clock, and is 
closed at 4 o'clock. Mari:la-Nine serpentine 8.tepe. Knocb
Nine blows; five slow, three hurried, and one by itself. 

Obligatu...-I, - do solemnly promise and swear in the 
presence of the Almighty God, the Grand Architl'ct of the um
verse,that I will never reveal the secrets of this Degree of 
Knight of the Brazen Serpent, nor by my presence, aid or assist 
in revealing them to any persoD or persons wha\SOever, unless 
the candidate shall have taken all the preceding degrees, in a 
regular manoer, nor without a legal authority. I now swear al
legiance and true faith. In case I should transgress this my sol
emn obliption, and thtUJ petjure mySt', 1 freely eOBlm' to l&atJe 
my h.ecrt eaten by the mo.t tlenotllOtUJ 0 serpeflls, and t~tUJ to per
iah mOBt miserably; from which may t e Abl~ighty C~eato~ of the 
universe guard an$I defend me! In token of your smcenty you 
will kiss the Bible. . 

.apron-Is white, bound with' black tears; upon the .p is a 
triangle, in a glory; in its centre the Hebrew letter, n Some
times the JEWEL is embroidered, and on the breast of a broad wa
tered white ribbon, worn from the right shoulder to the left hip. 

Hilltory.-The history of this degree is drawn from the Bible. 
Numbers, ch. 21/1t. When God, to punish the Israelites for their 
wickedness, sent into their country, serpents, which should de
vour them. They came to Moses with their grievances and 
conf,'ssed their faults. Moses invoked the Almighty for them, 
and God erdered him. to fasten a fiery serpent upon a pole, that 
all the Israelites who might have been bitten, should turn and 
look upon it aDd be made whole. The significatioD of the jewel 
is this; when Moses made a brazen serpent, and placed it upon a 
pole, as God had ordered him, and it came to pus that every ODe 

bitten, looking upon it a::d pronouncing the word, 'Holat;,' (1 
havo sinned,) was immediately made whole. . 

, 
Digitized by Coogle 



250 LIGHT ON lIUSORRY 

PRINCE OF MERCY, 
OR 

SCOTml, TRI¥IT ARIAN. 
~ Of lite lodge. The hangings are green, suppened 

by Dine columna, alternately white and red, upon each of whieh 
ia.o arm of a chandelier, sustaining oioe lights, formiDg ia all 

. eigbty-one lights. Th.- canopy ill green, white and red; under 
which ill a green colored throne. The table before the throne 
is conred with a cloth oftbe same color.' Instead of a Hiram, 
the Most Excellent Chief Prince uses an arrow, whose Plume is 
on one side green, and on the other side red, the spear beiIIg 
white and the point gilded. By the altar is a statue which rep
resents "TNA," covered with the aforesaid three colors. This 
statue is the palladium of the order. 

7'iIlu.-Thill Chapter is styled the· "Third H.,Ilft." The 
Chief Prince is called" MOllt "~zcellent." . Besides the two lV &r

dens and accustomed officers, there ill a "8oerific"." and ·a 
"GaG,.d .f lilt Palladium." 

The Cbief Prince represents Moses; Senior lVanleo, Aaron; 
Junior Warden, Eleazer; the candidate, Joshua . .11"",.,.".-The Mest Escellent Cbief Prince wean It large 
tricolored tunic, of green, white ... d rell; alid on his head a 
"ClOWD of lace, surmounted ~tb G points • 

.I1prort--Red, bordered with wbite fringe; npoD its c.ntre is 
painted or wrougbt a wbite and green triangle. In the centre is 
a heart, and on it the leiter 'it The Sap is ~ky blue, (some
times green.) 

Jewel.-Tbf' jewel is an equilateral triangle or goW, and in the 
centre a gold heart. Upon the heart is engraYed the letter i'l 
It is wom from a broad tricolbred ribbon. Tbe collar is green, 
white and red. 

Age.-Eighty-ooe years is the age of a Prince of Mercy. 
March.-Three equal steps beginning with the left foot. 
l(nockiAg".-Fifteen blows by tbree, fiYe, and seyen. 
Obligtltitm.-I,- do promise and swear in the presence oftha 

Grand Architect of the uniYerse, and this respectable assembly ~ 
and by tbe most sacred oJ obligations, that I Deyer will reyeal the 
secrets ofthiB sublime degree of Prince oCMercy, to any.penon 
or persons wbatsoever, in the world, except they baYe received all 
the degrees below this in a correct manner, and so thereby I shall 
know him to be regularly entitled to the same. I furthermore 
promUie aDd swear neyer to entrust this degree. tb any person, 
DOr assist at any reception unless I or tbey ~l have been or ar& 
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• uthorized hy a particular permiuioa or warrant for that parpoa8, 
from some Supreme Council, of the S3d degree, replarly and 
eODSlitutionally established, to wu.e authority. IaWl. rules aod 
regulations, I now swear true faith and allegiance; and in tbat 
case I promise and swear, never to give myeonaeDt before 1 
ha" been plainly infbrmed of the life, maDDer IUld moral, of the 
candidate. Should I violate or transgrees this. Iilf 80leIDD obli
gation, I consent to be condemned, cast out and despised by the 
whole universe. And may tbe Supreme A.rchitect of Heaven an4 
earth, guide, guard, and proteCt- me, to fulfil the aame. Amen. 
Amen. Amen. In token of y_ sincerity, in this obligation, 
you will kiss the Bible. 

LECTURE •. 
Q. Are you a Prince of Mercy? A.. I have seen the great 

ligh.t, (Del~,) and our MOST EXCELLBNT, as weU as yourself, in 
the 'TRIPLE ALLIANCe' ofilie 'BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST,' 
of which you and I have the mark. Q. What is the triple alli
~ce? A. It is that which the ET&RNAL made with Abrabal;n by 
circumcision; tha~ which He made with his people in the desert, 
by the intercession of Moses; and tbat whicb He made with mor
tals,by the death and suffering of our Saviour, Jes\18 Christ, his 
dearly beloved son. . 

HiEROGLYPHICS. 

ABC D E F G H I J K L M N 0 P Q R S T 'tJ V X Y z 
\\.:)l\ ( U nit 1m AVtt\cCP'tOt~4cof!>(\717~lLVoo 

SOVEREIGN COMMANDER 

• 01' THB 

TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM. 

Decoratiom of the lodgt.-Tbe himgings are red, ornamented 
with black columns; upon each of wbich there ·is an ann (or 
branch,) holding a light. The eanopy and tb~e are red, sprin
kled with black tears. In the centre- of the lodge there is a 
~handelier, with three rcJIWS of lights, in all making twenty-seven 
b~ts, thQ,S arraIlged:-twelve 08 -the lowest tier of branches, 
mne on the second, and six on the third or uppermost tier; t~n
ty-seven o~are placed upen a reu~ble, about which 
the Comm eated in eouaeil of the Lrt. 

, ~ 
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~.-Tbis council is styled a cov..... The Grand Como 
mander, 'ALL PoWERFUL.' In some courts he is styled, 'MOST 
ILLUSTRIOUS,' and' 'MOST V.UI.6.NT.' The WardenS are called, 
'MOST S.VItRJ:IGN COMIIIANDBIlS.' 

.Ilpparel.-The 'All Powerful' is clad in a white tUDic, and 
over it a Knight's mantle, of red, lined with ermine skin. (In 
France the robe is blue.) Upon his head he wears a crown of 
lace.' 

Apnm.-Flesh colored, lined and edged with black. On the 
fItsp there is. teutonic crOBB, (the cross of ,tbe order,) encircled 
'by a crown of laurel. Beaeati1,it, upon the flap, there is a key. 
All tbelle ornaments are dono in black. The glo'lJu are white, 
lined and bound with black. (In France with red.) The .Glk 
or military scarf, is white bound (edged) with red, wom round 
the neck, from which hangs the jewel. Upon its two sides are 
embroidflred in red, the four crosses of the Commanders. 8e
sides, they wear a red sash, bordered with black, put from the 
right shoulder to the left hip; from which hangs a CI'088 of II 
Commander of enameDed gold. 

JetDel.-The jewel is a golden triangle, uPf)n which is el,lgr&v
ed, in Hebrew, the sacred word ;11'"' 

KRocb.-Twenty-seven blows With the Jlat of your sword, by 
12, then by 12 and 3. The candidate passes three times round 
the room, Hours of opemng.-lO o'clock. Hour. of cIoBing.-
4 o'clock." ' 

ObligllIiiOJt.~I, -- in the presence of the one Almighty and 
only true God, the Grand Architect of the universe, and of this 
Venerable Court of Grand Commanders of the temple, do, of 
my own free will and a,?cord, most solemnly and sincerely vow, 
promise, and swear, never to reveal the secrets of this degree 
which I am now receiving, to any person or persons below me, 
except in a court lawfully holden, with a warrant or authority 

'from some regularly established Supreme CouncillPf the 33d 
Degree, empowering me, alid them with me, to work in this Sah
lime Degree. I furthermore promise and swear, that I nevet 
will confer, nor aBBist in con"ferring this degree, upon auy person 
who has not, in a legal and regular manner, taken all the forego
ing degrees of Free Masonry. I furthermore promise aDd swear, 
that I will pay due regard and submission to the Supreme Coun
cil, under wlause authority weare now QCting; and that I wiD al
ways govern myself by their laws, rules, and regulations, so far 
as, the same shaD come to my knowledge, and will do all in my 
power to support Aero, for the good of the the advan-
tage of Free ~"nry, agreellbly to the of the o~ 

...... 
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d"r. Tel aU thi" I s~l;smtliy ur.cUj" the pemiity of hoft"g 
h\~ 81}V8Tal t"l"ath"~ of .!1lmighty .;s;l'iicflld ljn >li±il; ;snd lil 
have mwey 00 my 8end in the day oj'iudgf1l"ni, Qgf'eeably II1jl 
ptrfOrmf:.ilCe of this saered ohligation.' Amen. Amen. Amen. 
In tuken of VOlT" siveetity VOlt wia .lri±±ll,the niblll'l Heke fClllow 
the signs and tokens. • , ' 
NOTE. It ie improper to confound this, order of Grand Commander of thp tem

klill, 37lh l'llgrlle of 7uhhmll Frell MllllofirY, with th'lt of thll hr:nittfrtts efSt. Jolm 
of Jerusalem, better kl1own"~y, the name of Knights T~m'pl!!.l't!tthe immooia~ll 
llllCCllSSO" of the "hnr:lf:nt an'hhts "f tllll tllmpll,. Thill Mllllary anh Rell
!rious Order exists at this day; in gpite of the gbolighment ¥lrom:mnf:s-1i 

;:rull~~lllll~~lt~:!d ~tllte~~J::~:e~ru;:: ~;t:t~l~~'lJ!uih~l'~~ll~n 
successor, wi.,.;> has tru.usmitt~d his ~?,~e~s to the act~al Grand CO!Dmander, 
throtlfth utlmtetrupl.,d "rlee of "hi'ls the orger, ,eiefJrate<l fOJ then 
many" titles of respect and valor. Among these Chiefs are recorded man7 

r~!t:'::;£f~~~:~"J~~f;:~~/~rt~~~i~::~f::~~E;~~!i~:~~~:: 
Masons, and visit them under the title of Bl.uthl.'<l8 lJf the Ordr:f l,}' thr: Eat?, 
Put they t,te lllr:nting tht, lDIisonic rites. 

THE KEY Olr: ~lASONItY. 
PHkLOr:07HICAL hODGE. 

K.DIGHTtt ADEHTtt OD D'UE ED.GLE tD~ SHY. 

Thi~ ,Council must be "ilI~minated byone singl~ ligb.t, nud 
ClLkhgtltened by Olle t7RVl%lr: Benautfe tnerc> Ir: olle 

single lihht that shines al.'ltOng ment wbth br:ve the happinhss llf 
~oing from ~he darkness ~~ ignoran?e "and Qf the ~Igar preju-

;~~r:'l~ht~~~~i!hll' ~~~~ :~~~e:~: ~~:;~~r:t~tle;l~:~~ ';o~; 
filled with water and a light placed behind it, and therefore retl
dertf thl" haht mOt,", d;sar •. The glass of reflection, the globe, 
%7hen it is lightr:d, is in thll' Sth!lth, 

Robe and Sceptre.-The Grand Master nr Thrir:e Puiasatl.t, 
is nam~d '~'AT~ER ~?AM,: who is 'placeOwin ~he ell:st, vested in a 
ltobll' OK paRr: yr:Rlom hr:e H!e fYLOR'nJng, He 11a7 hih br:j, on, and 

~:I~i~ ~~h~a~~: :rs::rr::i;;n ~;~~~;~r:~~7~lt. a f::b~e:: 
*This degree should. b" ,ead by l'Vetll' Cpristi'lll. It, dll/Z7er, zWrz,4 

at nmlrt of &::hristJamtl! The language in which It is written, IS low. 
!lud '0111' pr±-ts 'ltl,ffttr: 00 nnd,'"tor:d • 

.. 
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son that Father Adam carries the globe above the sceptre in 
tbis council is, because he was constituted 'S0t7ereipMGBter..r 
the ",orld' and created' So"ereigJI FtJtlut·of all men.' He carries 
a SUN suspended by a chain of gold around his neck, and on the 
reverse of this jewel ofgold is a globe. When ,this degree is 

. given, no jewel or apron is' worn. ' . 
There is only'one Warden who sits op~ite F.tller Adam in 

the west, and is called Brothef' Truth. He is entitled to the 
same ornaments as Father Adam; and the order that belongs 
to this degree is a broad whitelY'ltered ribbon wom as a collar, 
with an Eye of gold embroidered t!rereon, abuve the gold chain 
and jewel of the sun. The number of other officers is seven; 
and are called by the name of tbe cherubim888 foUowll; Z.4.PHRIEL, 
ZABRIEL, CAMIEL, URIEL, MIt'HABL, ZAPHABL and GABRIBL. 
~hese ought to be decorated in the same manner as the Thrice 
Puissant Father Adam. If there are more than that number of the 
Knights of the Sun, tbey go by the name of SYLPHS, and are the 
pre parers of the council and assistants in all the ceremonies or 
operations of the lodge. They are entitled to tbe same jewel, 
but bave a ribbon of a fiery colour tied to the third buttonhole 
of tbeir coats. ' 

To open llu Grand Council.-Father Adam says, 'Brother 
Truth what time is it on Earth l' Br. Truth. 'Mighty Father, 
it is midnight among the profane or cowans, but the sun is in its 
meridian in this lodge,' FtJth,r Adam. 'My dear children, profit 
by the favor of this austere luminary, at present sbowing ru light 
to us, which will conduct us in the path of virtue and to follow 
tbat law which is eternally to be engraved on our hearts, and the 
only law by which we cannot fail to come 10 the knowledge of 
pure truth.' He then makes a sign by putting his right hand on 
·his left breast, on which all the brethren put up the first finger 
of the right hand above their heads, the other fingers clencbed, 
showing by that, that there is but one God, who is the beginning 
of all truth ;-Then Father Adam says, 'This lodge is opened.' 

Form of Reception.-After the council is opened, the candidate 
is introduced into an antechamber where there Ilre a number of 
Sylphs, each with a bellows, blowing 8 large pot of tire, which 
the candidate sees, but they take no notice of him; Idler he is 
left in tbis situation two or three minutes, the most ancient of 
·tbe Sylphs goes to the candidate and covers his face with black 
crap'e. He must be without a sword, and is told that he must 
find tbe door of the Sanctuary, and when found, to knock on it 
six times with an open hand. After he' fin. the door and 
knocks, broth,ef Truth goes toihe door, and having opened it a 

wIL .. 
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little, asks the candidate the following question., which he an
swers by the help of tbe Sylphs.· Q. 'What do you desire l' 
.9.. 'I desire to go out of darkneu to see the true light, and to 
know the true light in all its purity.' Q. 'What do you desire 
more " A. 'To divest myself of original sin, and destroy the 
juvenile prejudices of error, which all men are liable to, namely, 
tbe desires of all worldly attachments and pride.' On which 
brother Truth comes to Father.ll.dam, and relates what the can
didate hal told him, when Father Adam gives orden to introduce 
the candidate to the true happiness.-Then brother Truth opt-ns 
the door, and takes the candidate by the hand, aad conducts him 
to the middle of .tJ!e lodge or aanctuary, which is also covel'ed 
by a black cloth, when Father Adam a«dresses him thus:
'My son, seeing by your labor in the royal art, you are now come 
to the desire of knowledge of the pure and holy truth, we shall 
lay it open to you without any disguise or coveriog. But before 
w~ do this, consult your heart aad see in this moment if you feel 
yourself disposed to obey her, (namely truth,) in all things which 
she commands. If you are disposed, I am sure she is ready in 
your heart~ and you must feel an emotion that was uuknown to 
you before. This being the case, you must hope that sbe will 
not be long to manifest herself to you. But. have a care not to 
defile the sanctuary by 1\ spirit of curiosity, and take care not to 
increase the number oftbe vulgar and profane, that have for so 
long a tilDe ill-treated her, until Truth was obliged to depart the 
earth and no\t can' hardly trace any of her footsteps. But sbe 
always appears in ber greatest glory without disguise, to the true, 
good and honest Free Masons, that is to say, to the zealous ex
tirpaters of superstitioll and Iiea. [By a careful perusal of this 
def(ree it will be seen. that by 'eupe,·,titton and liell,' is meant the 
true religion.-Ed.] -( hope, my dear brother, you will be one of 
ber intimate favorites. Tbe proofs that you have given, assures 
me of every thing I have to expect of your zeal, for as nothing now 
can be more a secret among us, I shall order brother Truth, that 
be 1Ij1l instrQct you what ypo are to do in order to come to true 
happiness.' After tbis discourse ofFatber Adam, the candidate 
is unveiled alJd. shown the form of the lodge or council, with
out explaining any part thereof. Br.r Truth then proceeds 
thus, ':My dN.r brother, by mouth, holy truth speaketh to you, 
but before she can manifest herself to you, sh" requires of you 
proofs in which she is satis1ied in your entrance in the MasoaiD 
Order. She has appeared to you in many things, which you 
could not have apprebeaded oi'comprehe~ed witbout her ~~is
tJace; but now you have the baPft_s to arrive at the bnlJian~ 
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day, nothing can be a secret to you. Learn, then, the moral use 
tbat is made of the tbree first parts of the furniture, which you 
knew after you was received an Entered Apprentice Mason; viz: 
Biblll, Complt#BBndSqtUlre. ~y the Bible,you ar~ to understand, 
that ~t is the only law you aughl to follow. It is that which 
Adam received at his creation, and which the Almighty engraved 
in his heart. ThiB law iB talled "otfWollatl1, ADd shows positively 
tbat there IS but onll ~d, and to adore him only without any sub
divisil)n or interpolation. The ComptJ88, gives you the faculty 
of judging for yourself, that what 'ever God has created, is weD, 
and he is the sovereign author of every thing. Existing in him
self, nothing is either good or evil, because we understand by 
this expression, an action done whieh is excellent in itself, is 
relative, and submits to the human understanding, judgment to 
know the value alid price of such action, and that God, with 
whom every thing is possible, commimicates nothing of his will, 
but such as his great goodness pleases i and every thing in the 
universe is governed as he has decreed it, with justica, being able 
to compare it with the attributes of the Divinity. I equally say, 
that in himself there is no evil, because he has, made every thing 
with exactness, and that etlwy thing ezia" according to kiBWill; 
c07&8equlltlfly tJ8 it ought to be. The ~istance between good and 
evil with the Divinity, cannot be more justly and clearly compar
ed than by a circle formed with a compass; from tbe points being 
reunited there is formed an entire circumferen~e; and when any 
point in particular equally approaches or equally separate!! from 
its point, it is only a faint resemblance of the distance between 
good and evil, which we compare by the points of, a compass 
forming a circle, wh'ckcit'cle whllD completed iB God! 

Square.-By the Square we ditcover that God who has made 
~very thing equal, in the same manner as you are not able to dig 
a body in a quarry complete, or perfect; thus the wish of the 
Eternal in creating the world by a liberal1lct of his own, well fore
saw every matter that' could possibly happen in consequence 
thereof; that is to say, that every' thing therein contained at the 
same time of the creation was good. 

LefJel.-You have also seen a level, a plumb, and a rough stone. 
By the level you are to learn to be upright and sincere, and Dot 
to stiffer yourself to be drawn away by the multitude of th:e blind 
and ignorant peopk; to be always firm and steady to sustain the 
right of the natural law, and the pure and real knowledge of that 
truth which it teacheth. 
Pe~r tmd rough Btone:.-...By these you ought to un

derstand that the perp~ mtm, tlltJde polished by rell8011; 
and put censure away by the ex~e1lence of our Master. ' 
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'l'lt8tk-boZitrd.~Y£>ubaZit;:, ;:een th;: trestiZit~board, draw 
Thi;: n2prese%ht;: ·the wh<}ss whoAs Zit('CupZitZTIZitn is art 

~f thinking, and employs his ~son to that which is just and rea
-®Dable. 

thubic·dZ&S14tre.-Y zm hav<:, dZeen cook dZione, moZitY of 
which, and t&e 8eJ1se you ought to draw from it, is to rule your 
~tions, that they might·he equally brought to the sovereign good. 

bziUar.s ••.• The pillZit"€"€ teach<:tb you all ii1 asons smgbt 
to attach theml;lelves firmly to become an ornament to the order, 
-Q8 wen as to its supP9rt-as the pillars of Hercules formerly de-
tee;nr,i.red end uf the ee;rr,-;i+cBt w+fclh. . 

, .ff-§llJZ&.y i+£ar.·-Y<:;u ham:, ee;een blazing Yee;,r, ife moral sense 
of which is, 'a true Mason perfecting himself in the way of truth,' 

he bec£,ZhAe lik,·, blazikth stat nhich 2zbineth dZS-§rZitUy 
thee; farknetee;, and iee; useful to thzzss, that 41hin-

eth upon, and who are ready and desirous of profiting by its light. 
The firi+t instru,ziio,ns conhZitded to thebnowledde of 

HilllJll 4hin~ and inq"iz-iee;13 thnt mere mnle m i"indigg bizz, zsut. 
- You have heen informed of the. words, sigJll5, and tokens which 

were substituted to those we feared w~)UJd have been !ljl'Z4"c4""'C""~_ 
'hut of whidz ther z,.fterwnk"hk" lemn&. that treaee;hHous 
had not beep ab~ to receive anyJrnowledge of, and this ought to 
be an example IUld salutary advice to you, to be always on your 

neU pemuadnh Hnt it difficnlt $.0 ess,zcnn the ,m;zres 
ignorance, joined to conceit41z1 opinion, lay every day against 

and thereby to overcome us; and tlul most virtuous men are 
to beczcntn thei;· zcandoI rnndern hnem ;mcz,z'J)e,ct 

in this <case, to b<:, firm, an uur RespectaNe 
ther, Hiram, who chose rather to he massacred than to give up 

he obtcilzAed. 
Nhis teach pm.! thCZ! soon truth chall Affixed your 

heart, you ought never to consider the resolution you should take, 
must live a"d die to .n41"'?tain ligh.t, wh.idz we 
soven"h.cz we ne17er expo"" (,urse&zcczzc to <:on-

versation of cowans, apd must be circulllliPect even with those 
with whom we are the most intimate, and ShZ}t to ddiver 4;ur-
17d17es t,~, 17ny, +C174'117pting those whuse ,zfin~czcter bebzceiour 
have proved them brothers, who are worthy to come and appear 
in'the sacred sanctuary, where holy truth delivers her oracle4Z~ 

d ou pas<:eh the ';hC4zret' 17m.! 'Pe17ji:d .M,zcct€14Z;' yuu have 
heen decorated wiN an 'IVOry key,' a symhol of your distinction; 
~QU have received the pronunciation of the 'ineffable name' of the 

~~J::~!..a~:h~~41 2:C==;~S;~u fia~~ve h2:nrZC:: t:: 
X2 
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vites, after you knew the word 'ZtZON,' ~ aipifieB a 'balus
trade of the Levites,' where aU those arepJaeed u welt u your
self, to expect the 'knowledge of ,the IJlOI!It 8llblime mytlteries. 

Colli" aM rope.-In the DJegree of Perfect Master, they haft 
.hOWD you a grave, a coilin; and a 'withe repe,' to ~ aod de
posit the body in a sepulchre, made in the form of a p)'lllDlid, in 
the top of which was a triangle, within which was the slloCl'ed nuae 
of the ETERNAL, and on the pa.ement were'the two columns of 
Jachin and Boaz laid across. . 

I'OOry key.-By the 'ivory key' you-are to undentand-tlJat y911 
cannot open your heart with safety, but at proper times. By the 
corp •• aM gnwe is ~ed tAe ICffle 0/ mara, be/ore lie /wJ. . 
krao1IIR tAe h.appiReItI of our Of'der! 

Bope.-The rope to which the coffin is tied, in onIf;ll' to raise 
it, is the symbol of raising a unit, as you have been raisect iiom 
the grave of ignorance to' the celestial plaee where truth resides. 

Pyramid.-The pyramid rept'UeMs tke.,,/! Mum trio rats,. 
himself by dttr"eeB, till 'he reaches 1&eotHlB, to adore the sacred and • 
·unalterable name or the Eternal Supreme. 

INTIMATE SBCRETARV. This new degree leads you' near to 
Solumon and honor, and after you redoubled your zeal, you gain
ed new honors and favors, ha~ nearly lost your life by curiosi- . 
ty; tI1hich tJttachNf&t to MtIBORry gtJfJe you tAe good qaalitiu 0/ 
your MtJrt, and which found you'grace IlIlCf led you to the 'inten
dant of the Buildings,' and where you saw a 'Mazing Star,'a large 
candlestick with seven branches, with altars, V&aes, and puri1iea~ 
tion, and a great brazen sea. . . 

Blazing Blar.-By the expression of 'purijietJtion,' you are to 
understand that you are to be. cleansed from impiety ~d preju
dice, before you can acquire more of the sublime knowledge in 
passing the other degrees to be able to support the Iwilliant light 
of reasOR, enlightened by truth, of which ~ blazing star is the 
figure. 

CtJndlutick tJM 'efJf!ft branc1&es.-By the cancnestick with sev
en branches, you are to remember the mysterious number of the 
seven Masters who were named. to· 8UC~ one, and (rom that 
time it was resolved that seven Knights' of Ma8ODJ'.f, united to
gether, were able to initiate into Masonry, and show them the 
seven gifts of the Eternal, which we sbaIl give you a perfect 
''knowledge of, when y.ou have been purified in the brazen sea. 

BrazeR SI:IJ.-You have passed ft-om the 'Secret' and "Perfect 
'Master' to the 'Intimate Secretary,' ·'Provost and.Judge,' and 
'Intendant of the Buildings.' In these degrees, they havef!bow
ed you an 'ebony box,' a 'key suspended,' a 'balance,' and aD 'in
flamed urn.' 
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.... y bot:.-The ~BY box' mows yeo wi&h what scrupulous 
atteDtion you are to keep the secreta that have beeo ooofided to 
you, and which. you are to reserve ia the eloset of Tour hean, of 
-.hich the box is an emblem. And were you to re8ect OR the 
blaek color of said bOll, it would teach you to cover your aeerets 
with a thick veil, in IIUCh a IDIlDQer dm.t tile profane eoW8D8 can
not possibly have uy. knowledge thereof. 
. Key.:..-The key demonstrate,s that you have. already obtaiDed 0 

key to our knowledge and part of our myatenes, and if you be
have with equity, fervor and zeal to your brodleN, you will urive 
shortly to the knowledge and meamag .of our BOeiety, and this in
dicates the reason of the baIaBce. 

ID.fI.ataed twft.-By the 'intamed 1IlIi you are to uoderstand, 
that, as tar as you come to the Imowledge of the Royal aad Sub
lime Art, you must, by your behaviour, ieaW8 behind yeu, in the 
JDiDds of yow bretlmm _ the vulgar, a high idea of your vir
tue, equal to the perfume • tile burning urn. . 

Tulo kMtg •• -ID the degree of 'JDtimate Secretary,' you have 
seen and heard two kings, who were entering into their Dew alli
ance and reciprocal promise, aM of tlle perfection of their grand 
i!nterprise. They spoke of the death of Hiram Ahitr, our 
Excellent Master. You saw guards and man's overseer, and 
very near of being put to death fo~ his curiosity of peepiDg. You 
also b~ of the prospect of a plan caDed the vawt, to deposit 
the precious treasure of Masonry,when.the time should be ful· 
filled, and you afterwards became a brother. The conven<atio. 
of the two kiftgS, is the figure and report that our laws must hold 
with the natural law, which fOl'lll8 a perfect agreement with the 
conveniences, .and promises to those who shall have the happi
ness to be connected to yeu in. the same manner and perfect alli
ance, they will at\enrards come to the centre of true knowledge. 

T8Clr •• - The tears and regret. of the two kings are tbe emblt'm 
of the regret you ought to have, when you perceive a brother de-
part from the road of virtue. . 

T1&e moD peepiAg.-By the man you saw }Ml6ping, and who was 
discovered, and seized, and conducted to death, i. Ml ~ of 
thole v/w come to be initiated tnto 001 .acred mylfene8 throogh a 
1IlOtitJ8 of curiolity; aM, if BO ifIdi.creet III to diwlge tIuff obli
gGtiom, WE ARB BOUND TO CAUIE 'l;HEIR DEATH, AND I'AKE 
VENGBANCE ON THE TRBASON BY THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 

TRAITOR m* Let us pray the Eternal to preserve our order froID 

* Since the immolation of William Morgan and the publica~oD or h!e 
'I1lustratiollll,' MasODs have boastingly said, 'If the penalty of our laws .. 
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such an evil you have hereof seen an eumple, ~ that degree to 
which you came, by your zeal, fervor, and CODStancy. In, that 
~ you have remarked, that, ~ all the favorites tba. :were 
at that time in the apartment of Solomon, only nine were el~d 
to avenge the death of lli~ Abiff; this makes good, that a 
great many are often ~ed, but few chosen. To explain. this 
enigma;-a great many of the,profane have the happiness to di
vest themselves of that name to see and .obtain the entrance in 
our sanctuary, but very few are constant, zealous, and fervent to 
merit the happiness of coming to the height and 1pI0wledge of the 
sublime truth. , . ' 

RequiiitionB to make II good MlJIOD.-lf you ask me what are 
the requisite qualities that a Masou must be possessed of, to come 
to the centre of truth, I answer, you, that you ~ust crush the bead 
of the serpent of ignorance. You fBU8t .hake off the yoke oj tn
J"fd ~iee, concerning the mg.teriu oj the f'eigaing f'e"gIon, 
w1&ic:1a WOf'.hip hal been imaginat"!/, and only fotmded on the 'Pint 
of pride, whsch entIiu to CommAnd tmd b. aistinguil1ud, and to 
be at 'the head of the wlgar, in IIffect;ng .fP& e:rteriof' ~, whick 
~luJf'acteNu a falle piety. joined to a delif'e of acquat:tf+g that 
which iI not itt 0tDD, tmd is alway. the BUbject of thil en.rio,· 
pt'ide, and unaltemble 'OOf'Ce of many di.orllw., wAich bemg 
joined to gluUonnu., iI the daughter of hypoc,;'1/, and employ, 
#.fJery mattfJ' to .atj.fy carnal delif'IlI, and f'aillll to the.e p1"edomi
Mnt pllB8iOnB, altGf", upon 1l1hich.he maintGiJII, without Ceaftng, 
the light of iniquity, and .ac"fice. contimw.lly·offef'inK' to luzu
ry, 'IIoluptuoumeBB, haif'ed, entIJ, a.a perjury. lJehold, my dea,· 
bf'othw, what you mut fight again.' and dulf'oy, before you can 
come to the 1m0000ledge of the true good tmd BOfJereign happine8. ! 
Behold this mOnBtef' which you must c~ .erpent w1i.ich WE 
detut '" an idol that iI ~red by t1u ,diQt and vulgar under tke 
?lame of RELIGION!\! [Here, indeed, the principles of '1 
Masonry are taught with all plainDess; and if the reader has here-
tofore been blind to the nature and tendency of the institution, 
methinks he can see them now I IJere the Christian beholds his 

. blessed Christ rejected-himself charged with the basest crimes
condemned as an idiot-his worship imagiDary-his reJigiOil 
founded on the spirit of pride, ,the daughter of bypocrisy-a ser
pent, a monster, an idol detested by M.asonry!!! EditOf'.] 

Solomon, king Hif''', and St. Jol&n the Bapti.).-In the De-

death, no one is bound to iDffict it.' Bot Masonry lays, ,,, e /ll'e huM ,. 
tllb "engeanee OR elle trllBtWi 6y tile dmnIcfien of lIae trcritIII';' 'ale /II'e &cncfttl c. 
c_e Iris deBt,,!!!, . 
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grees of 'Elected of Fifteen, Illustrious Knights, Grand Master 
.Architects, aDli the Royal Arch,'· you have seen many things 
which are only a repetition of what you have already examined. 
You will always find in those degrees, initial letters elJclosed in 
different triangles, or . Deltas. You have also seen the planet 
Mercury, the chamber called 'GABAON,' or the 'THIRD HEAVEN;' 
the 'winding staircase'-the 'ark of allianee'-the 'tomb of Hiram 
Abiff,' facing the ark and the urn-the precious ·treasure found 
by the assiduous travellers-the three zealous brethren Masons
the punishment df the haughty Master Mason, in being buried 
under the ancient ruins of Enoch-and finally you have set'n the 
figures -of' Solomon, and Hiram,king of Tyre, and St. John the 
Baptist. . 

S. I. I. I.-By the S. I. I.' I. you know the three sacred names 
of the Etem~l, and 'mount GabaoD,' (Third Heaven,) which you 
came to by seven degrees which compose the winding staircase. 

The seven stars represent the seven principal and different de
grt'es to which you must cometa attain the height of glory rep
resented by the mouDt, where they formerly sacrificed to the Most 
High! When you arrive to' that, you are to subdue yourself in 
your passions" in not doing any thing that is not prescribed in our 
laws . 

By the planet Mercury, you are taught continually to mistrust, 
shun, and run away from those, who, 'by a false practice, maintain 
commerce with people of a vicious life, who seem to despi~e the 
mosi sacred mysteries; that is, to depart from those, who by .the 
vulgar fear, or have a bad understanding, and are ready to deny 
the ~olemn obligations that they have contracted among us.
When you como to the jO(lt oj our arch, you are to apprehend 
that you come to the 'SANCTUM SANCTORUM.' You are not to 

~ return, but rath"r to persist in sustaining the glory of our order, 
and the truth of our laws, principles, and mysteries, in like man
Der as our Respectable Father,' Hiram Abiff, who deserved to 
have been buried there, for his constancy and fidelity. We have 
also another example in the firm\less of 'GAL.UD,' the son of 
'SOPHONIA.,' chief of the Levites, under Sumam, the High Priest, 
as mentioned in the history of perfection. Learn in this moment, 
my dear b~ther, ~hat you are to unde~tand by the figures of 
Solomon, HJl'8lD. king of Tyre, and St. John the Baptist. Tbe 
two first, exert you, by their zeal in the royal art, to fonow the 
sublime road of which Solomon was the institutor, and Hiram. of 
Tyre. the 'supporter;' a tide legitimately due to that kiDg, who 

-* Knjgh~ of the Ninth Arch. 
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not only protect.ed the order, but comributed wi. alllUs might to 
the construction of the temple, (furnishing stone from Tyre, and 
the cedars of Lebanus;) which Solomon built to the honor of the 
Almighty. . 

The third, or 'St. Jok", tlu BaptVt,' teaches you to preach 
marvellous of this order, which is as much lUI to ~ay, you are to 
make Btcrd rni&tioti" tJf1U)ftg mm, which you believe to be in a 
state of entering the road of truth, that they may be able ODe 
day to see her virtues and visage uncovered. 

Hiram ./lbijf, was the symbol of truth on earth. 'JubeJum 
Akirop' was accused by.the serpent of igool'llDce, ,which to this 
day raises altars in the hearts of the profane and fearful. This 
profaneness, baekened by a fanatic zeal, becomes an instrument 
to the religious reign, which struck the first stroke in the heart of 
our dear Father, Hiram Abifi; which is as much as to say, un· 
dennined the foundation of the ('elestial temple, which the Eter
nal himself had ordered to be raised to the sublime truth and his 
glory. . 

The first stage of the world hlUl been witness to what I have 
advanced. The simple, natural law reudered to Ollr firit fathers 
the most uninterrupted happiness; they were in those times _ore. 
virtuous, but soon as the 'monster of pride' started up in the air, 
and disclosed herself to those 'unhappy mortals, she promised to 
them every seat of happiness, and' seduced them by her soft and 
bewitching speeches; viz' 'J hat ·they must render to the Etemal 
Creator of all things, an adoration with more testimony and'more 
extensive, than they had hitherto done,' &c. 1 his HTDRA with 
an 'kundred keads,' at that time misled, and continues to this day 
·to mislead men, who are so weak as to submit to her empire; and 
it will subsist, until the moment that the true elected shall appear 
and destroy her entirely • 

. The Degree of 'Sublime Elected,' that you have passed, gives 
you the knowledge of those tbin¥.B which conducts you to the 
true and solid good. The grand circle. represents the ~0 
imll:'en~ty of the Eternal Supreme, who has neither ~1&I) ) 
begummg nor end. .. . . . \.~ I 

The triangle, or Delta, is tbe mysterious . / 

fl~ figure of the Eternal. The three letters which you 
G ~ see signify as follows:-G, a1' the top of the triangle, 
~, 'tke grand ctmBe of tM Mtu0f&8:' the S, at the left 

hand, the '1Ubmiuion to tke MItIIfl ortler:' and the U, at the right 
hand. the 'umon tkat ougl&t to retgn tJf1&Oftg the brethrefl:' which 
altogether make but one body, or equal figure in all its parts.
This is the triangle called 'equilateral.' The (p'eIlt letter G, 
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placed in the ceDtre of the triangle, signifies 'Great Architect of 
the universe,' who is God; and in this ineffable name'is found an 
the divine attributes. This letter being placed in the centre of'the 
triangle, is for us to uRderstand that every true Mason must have 
it profOundly in his heart., . 

There is another triangle, on which is engraved. S. 
B. and N. of wJtioh YOIl have had aD explanation in a ~ 
preceding degree. This triangle designs the coimex- s B N\ 
ion . of. the brethren in virtue. The solemn promise 
they have made to love eacb other; to help, succor, and keep 
inviolably sooret, their mysteries of the perfection proposed, in 
all their enk'rprises. It is said in that degrce, that 'You have 
entered the Third Heaven, that means you have entered the place 
where pure truth resides, since she abandoned the earth to mon
sters who persoouted her.' 

The end of the Degree of Perfection, is a preparation to comr 
more clearly to the knowledge of true happiness, in becoming II. 
true Mason, enlightened by the celestial luminary of truth, in 
renouncing, voluntarily, all adorations, but those that are made 
to one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, great, good, and 
merciful. 

The Knights of the East, the Princes of Jerusalem, and 
Knights of the East and West, are known to U8, in our days, to 
be Masonry renewed. and all of them lead us to the same end of 
the celestial truth, which is to say,jinished, 

The K'oights of the 'White and Black Eagle,' and the SUD
lime Princes of the Royal Secret,' and 'Grand Commander.' are 
the Chiefs of the great entl"rprise of the order in general. End 
of brother Truth's harangue. • 

Father Adam then says to the candidate, 'My dear son. what 
. you have heard from the mouth of Truth is an abridgement of 
all the consequences of all the degrees you have gone through, in 
order to come to the knowlt'dge of the holy truth, contracted in 
your last engagements. Do you persist in your demand of com
ing to the holy lirother, and is that what you desire, with a clear 
heard-answer me.' The candidate answers, 'I persist.' Then 
Father Adam says, 'Brother Truth, as the truth persists, ap
proach with him to the sanctuary, in order that be may take a 
solemn obligation, to follow our laws, principles, and morals, and 
to attach himself to us forever.' Then the candidate falls on his 
knees, and fath ... r Adam takes his hands between bis own, and 
the candidate repeats tbe following obligation three times. 

Obligation.-I --promise in thl' face of Goll, and between 
the hands of my. Sovereign; and in presence of all the brethren 
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now present, never to take arms against my kiDg, directly or in .. 
directly, in any conspiracy against him. I promise never to ~ 
veal any of the degrees of the Knight of the Sun, which is now 
on the point of being intrusted to me, to any person or persons 
whatsoever, without being duly qualified to receive tho 1181D8; arul 
never to give my consent to anyone to be admitted into our mys
teries, only after the most scrupulous circumspection, and full 
knowledge of bis life and conversation; and who bas given at all 
times full proof of his zeal and fervent attachment for the order, 
and a submission at all times to the tribunal of 'the Sovereign 
Princes of the Royal Secret. I proDJise never to confer the de
gree of the Knights of the Sun, without having a permission in 
writing from the Grand COUDcil of Princes of the Royal Secret, 
or from the Grand Inspector or his deputy, known by their titles 
and authority. I promise also and swear that 1 will not assist 
any. through my means, to form or raile a lodge of the Sublime 
Orders, in this island, (or in America as the case may be,) 'with
out proper authority.' I promise and swear to redo~ble my zeal 
for all my brethren, Knights, and Princes, tbat are pre_nt or ab.
sent, and ifl fail in this my obligation, I consent forall my brethren, 
wbep they are convinced of my infidelity, to seize me, and thrust 
my tongue through with a red hot iron; to pluck out both my 
eyes, and to deprive me of smelling and hearing; to ,cut off both 
of my bands, and expose me in thllt condition in the field, to be 
devoured by the voraciou~ anim.; and if DOne CaD be found, I 
wish the lightning of heaven might execute on me the same 
vengeance. 0 GoD, maintain me in right and equity. Amen. 
Amen. Amen. 

After the obligation is three times repeated, Father A.dam raises ·1 
the candidate, and gives bim one kiss on his forehead, being the 
seat of the soul. He then decorates him with the collar aDd 
jewel of the order, and gives him the following sign,token, and 
word. .. • .. • 

After these are given, the candidate goes round aDd gives 
them to every ene, which brings him back to Father Adam. He 
tben sits down with the rest of the brethren, and then brother 
Truth gives the foUowing explanation of the Philosophical 
Lodge. 

Su •• -The SUD represents the unity of the Eternal Supreme, 
the only grand work of philosophy. 

3 S. S. S.-The 3 S. S. S. signifies the Slile'l!J, &idec1&, SOW, 
or the residence of the Sovereign Master of all things. 

T"f'8e clUldlulickB.-The three candlesticks shows us ·the 
three degrees of fire. 
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FotW trimaglu.-The four triangles represeat the four ele
ments. 

Setlefl plamtB.-The seven planets desi!n the seven colors 
that appear in their original state, trom whence we have 80 many 
different artificial ones. 

Sfteft eh.ert.tbiml.-The seVeD cherubims represent the seven 
metals, viz. -gold, silver, copper, iron, lead, tin, and quick silver. 

ConceptiORirt tAB moOR.-The conception or woman, rising in 
the moon, demonstrates the purity that matter subsists of, in order 
to remain in its pure'state unmixed with any other body, from 
which 'lDustcome a new king, and a \'8'folutiou or fullness of 
time, filled with glory, whose name is ALBRA-pST. 

Holy Spiftt.-,The Holy -Spirit, under the symbol of a dove, is 
the image of the Universal Spirit, lhat gives light to all in the 
three states of nature;' and on the 'GraimGl;' '"egeta"k,; and 'min
~rlJL' -

FAtraflCe of the temple.-The entnmce of the temple is repre
seated to you by a body, ~ee8.use the grand work of nature is 
-complete as gold, portable -and fixed. 

--Globe.-,-The globe represents the matter in the prijenal state. 
that is to say, complete. -

-Caduceu.-The caduceus represents the double mercury tbat 
you must elltraet from the matter; that is to say, the mercury fi.~
-ed, and, froth thence is ~traeted gold and silver. 

Stibium.-The word stibium signifies the afttimony, from 
,whence, by the philosophical fire, is taken an alkali which we_ 
empty in our grand work. F..nd eftbephilosophical i)xplanation. 
Then .father Adam explaiu the' - -

MORAL LODGE. , . 
800.-:Tbe'suB represents the divinity of the Eteraal; tror as 

there is but one SOD to light and iftvigorate the earth, so there is 
bllt one God, to whom we ought to pay our greatest adoration. 

3 S; 8. S.-The 3 So S. S. teaches you that seieace, adom
ed with wisdom, creates a boly man. 

Three candluticks.-Tbe thr~candlestickll are the image of 
the life of man, -considered in' youth, mantloo4, ad old age, anet 
happy are those that have been e~gbtened in these ages, by the, 
light of -truth. _ 

Four' trimagleB.-The (our triangles -show liS the four princi
pal duties that create our tranquil life; viz: Fratemallove am~ 
men in genera1,and particularly among brethren, and in the same
degree with us. 2dly. In not having any thing but COl" the use 
and advantage of a brother. 3dly. Doubting of every maUer;· 
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that C8.DDot be demonstrated (0 you clearly, by which an Iltl.empt 
might be' insinuated as mysterious in matfen of religion, and 
bereby lead you away from the holy truth •. 4thly. Never do 
any (bing to another that you would not have dODe \Jnto you.' 
The last precept, well understood and followed on all occasions, 
is the tru.e happiness .of philes<lphy. . 

SeveR plIme".-The seven planets represent.the seven prin-
cipal passions of man. . 

Set1eA c1&erubimB.-The seven C'i)eruHue are the images of tho 
delights of the life: namely, by seeiDg, hear.ing, tasting, smelling, 
feeling, tranquiUity, and beallh. . . 

Coft(!eplitm.-The coaceptioa is the moon.shows tbe purity 
of matter, and that .bathing call be impu-:e to..the eyes of. the Su~ 
preme. 

Holy Spirit.-The Spirit is the figure of oar -soul, wlaich;s 
only the breath of the Eternal, aud which cannot be sailed by the 
works of the body. . 

TempM.-The .templer.epresenta our body, which we are 
obliged to prese"e by our oataral feelinga. 

Figure of II man.- 'rhe figure is in the eotrJmce of tbe temple, 
winch bean a lamb in his arms, and teaches us to ·N att!anuvc to 
our wanta, as a shepherd takes care of his sheep; to be charita; 
ble, and never to let slip the present opportunity of doing giKld, 
to labor honestly, aod. toli¥8 in this day as if it were our last. . 

Columu oj JfIl:Mn aad B04C.-Tbe commas of J.&Dd B. ~re 
the symbols of.the.streogth.of our fOuls in bearing equally, mis~ 
fortunes, as well 81 auC088s.in life. . . , 

Serle" ,t,.,. oj the tetnple.-The seven stepa of the temple are 
the figures of the sevend8jt8es, whicb we must pus, before we 
arrive to the knowledge of the true·God. 

Gl0b6.-'.I,'be·globe represents the world which we inhabit. 
La ez tenelnU.-Tbe device of 'LUll ex tenebria,' teaeheth 

that when mao is enligbt.ned by reason, he is able ~ penetrate 
the darkness and obscurity., which ignoraace and supereuuen 
spread abroad. 

Bitler.-The river acrGSB the .gtohe, ,repre,.ent& the utility of 
the p.assioD8, that are as ~ to man, in the course of h. 
Jife, as water is. requisite to the earth, in order to replenish the 
plants thereo£ .' 

CrOll aut'I'OfMII.Ied.-The cross sumounded by two serpents, 
signifies that we must watch the vulgar prejudices, to be very' 

• ,pruchlnt in giving any of ollr knowledge and secrets iD matters, 
elij)ecially ·in religion. End oj the 'IBOf'al ezplaflQtiQll. 
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PHYSICAL BXPLA1UTIOX; (In Lecture.) 

LECTURE. 

2&1 

',. Are you a Knight of the' Sunl A. J have mounted tho' 
seven principaillfeps of Masonry; I have peaetrated into' the 
bowels of the earth, and Ilmoogthe ancient ruins of Enoch. found 
the most grand Rnd precious treasure of . the MasoDs. I have 
seen, contempt&ted aDd admired the great, mysterious, and lor
midable name, engraved on the tri"ogle; I have brokeD.the pillar 
of beauty, and thrown down the two oolnmnlt that supported it. 
Q. Pray tell me what is that myltterious and formidable name? 
A. I carmot tmfold· the lMlered characters in tbis manner, but sub
stitute .in its place the grand word of l't''"- Q. What d. 
you understand by throwing down the coluinna .hatsustained the 
piller of beautyl A.Two reasoD8r-lit. When the temple was 

. destroyed by Nabuzaradao, general of ,the army of NebllChad
nezzar, I was o~e that helped to def~nd the Delta, oa which was 
engraved the ineffablenaine; and I broke down the columns of 

·beauty, in order that it should not be profaned by the infidels. 
2d. As I have deserved" b)l my travel and labor. the beauty o~ 
the great 'ADONAJ,' (Lord,) the mysteries of Masonry, in pass
iug lbe seven principal d.rees. Q. What signifies the seven 
·planetsl A. The lights of the celestial globe and also tbeir in
fluence, by which every matter ejists on the surface of the earth 
or globe. Q. From what is the terrutrial globe formed? A. 
From the matter wbic.h is formed by the concord of the four ele
ments, designed by the four triangles, that are in regard to them, 
as the fi,ur greater planets. Q What are the names of the seven 
planeM A. Sun, Moon, Mars, Jupiter, Venus, Mercury, and 
Saturn. Q. Which are the four elementsl A. Air. fire, earth, and 
water. Q. What influence have the seven' planets on the four 
Blements1 A. Three general matters of which all bodies are 
eomposed-life, spirit,' and body; otherwise, salt, salpbur, and 
mercury. Q. What is life or saltl A. The life giveD by the 
Ete",al Supreme, or tho planets, the agents of Dature. Q. What 
is the spirit or sulphur' A. A fired matter subject to several 
productions. Q. What is the body or mercuryl A. Matter COD

ducted or refined to its form by the URion.of salt aud sulphur, or 
the agreement' of the three governors of nature. Q. What are 
tboee threo governors of naturel A. Animal, vegetable, and 
mineral. Q. What is auiman. A. We UDdertltand iD this life, 
all that is divine and amiable. Q. Whicb of the elements serve 
for his productions? . A. All the four are necessary, among 
which, nevertheless, air and fite are predomiDant; and it is those 
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that reader the auimal the perfection of. the three govemmeDts~ 
which maD is elevated to by one-fourtb of the breath of the Di
vine Spirit, when he receives his soul. Q. What is the vegeta
blet A. All that seems attached to the. earth Nips OD the sur· 
face. Q. Of what is it composedl A. Of a generative fire. 
formed into a body, whilst it remaiDs 'm the earth, aad is purified 
by its moisture aod becoIQea vegetable, and- receives life by air 
and water; whereby the four elements, though diff'ereot, co-ope
rate jointly aDd separately. ~. WlIat is ~e minerall A. All 
that is generated aad aecreted In the earth. Q. What do we un
derstaQd by tbillIIlQlet A. That which we eall metals aad demi
metals and IIIiDerala. Q. What is it that composes the minerals? 
A. The air penetraeiDg by the cele8tial ia4ueace, ioto the earth. 
meets with a body, which, by its softness, kes, congeals, aDd 
renders the miaeral matter lDOIe or less perfect. Q. Which are 
the perfect metal81 A. Gold and .lver. Q. Which are dae 
imperfect metalsl A. .Brass, lead, tin, iron, and quicbiJver. 
Q. How come we by,the.imowledge of these tbinga1 A.. By 
freqDellt observatioaa aDd the •• periaaeots made in natural phi
losophy, which have decided to a CerWDty, that Datare gives a 
perCeoUoa to all thinp, if.he tau time to complete her opera
tioa.. Q. CaD art bring metal to perfectiob 110 fuUy .. oature' 
A. Yea; but in order to this, you mUlt baye aD exact knowledge 
of nature. Q. What will usAt you to bring 60rth this kncnrl
edge. A. A matter broapt to perfection; tbiI bu been sought 
for UDder the aame of the plailotopMr.', 1Iotae. Q. What does the 
globe represent! A.. An iofOllUbon of pbiIOlOp}aen, fer the 
benefit of the art in this work. Q. What ligDifies the words, 
'Lux ex tenebrist' A.. That is the· depth of darben you oua\lt 
to retire from, in order to gein the true liIfht. Q •. What aignl&es 
the cross on the globe! A. The creta is ·the emltlem of -the 
true ·elected. Q. What represents the three candlesticks1 A.. 
The three ~ of iWe, which the artist muat have knowledge 
to give, in order to, procure the matMrs from whioh it proceeds. 
Q. What signifies the word '&i6iuflll' A. It aipifies autimG
ny, or the first matter of all things. Q. Whatsignifies the seven 
degreesl A.. The different effeetual degreea of Muomy which 
you must pass to come to the Sublime Degree of KD~ of the 
Sun. Q. What ~es the diveriIe attributes in those degrees! 

A. 1st. The Billie or God's.l&w. which we ouf" to follo .... 
2d. The Comp .. B, teaches us to do nothing UDJUst. 
3d. The IfJIIGft, coDducts us equal to the IUD. eDd. 
4th. The lttlel, delDODatrates to UB, all that is just.and equitable. 
6th. The perpeadiculor, to be upright IlDd subdpe the vail of 

P~judice. 
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uRh. Thr, trBlltil"board, of realeliz wheel the 
fnzActioDS eombhted to cmeparez eed thitrlRL 

7th. The Rough 810m, is the resemblance of our vieea, which 
, wo ou~ht to reibrmz 

. TU1;, CtWi1; htOftez our pezz"ioDs, we te cer-
mount. 

9th. Tire Columna, sigt;lify strength in aD things. 
11th. Sitsz', Reach"" that 1;"1;2' heardl eught be 

as a clear sun, among those that are troubled with the things of 
this life. 

lth. 'Key, ",achel ks have watcbbci eye ol,dhose lAho 
ace 10ntU:12'y to re,ron. 

·12th. The Box, teaches to keep our secrets inviolably. 
1 13th. Un'Z, Rearo, '.TIS that to deli,:;i,:;us 

pe"Z£'i,mes.· , ' 
14th. :rhe B'fll~en Sea, that we ought to purify ourselves, and 

deZ9;~~ VH:ze. Cird'Z.'Z ~ th'Z" Triaeul'Z8, demz;estrato cie iUZ1'lln
sityofthe divinity under the' symbol of truth. 

16th. The Poniard, teacheth ~e st~of. the ,;le?ted, .;eelY 
allA lalled, t,ut feli ChUZZU1,tO tllA tublielo EmowEolge ot uLre 
truth. 

17th. The word . .dlbtra-e81, signifies a king full of glory, and. 
wizhz3ut blut. 

18th., The word Jldooai, signi6.es Sovereign Creator of all 
things. ' 

HHh. Se'II'Zu?, tbe symb;:,}s of de!lbhts 
of life, IznuZ.TIn by nneing, hl5aring, tasting, feeling, smelling, 
tranquilfrty, and thought. 

n W5"., repre······ts inl" 7 It an embZz5m of cii-
vio:~~, whi~~ we '''''' t51 tlgard the ir5mge 013 ¥]od. cihis 
immensebodYi represents the infinity of GfId'B wonderful will, 
a13 the only,nureu light gonet. Tho", bnat:of HUb 

d5.TI,.;130 the 155le· of senunns, r13(;155its nll13re, tafl' darknn155 
from the' winter; in order-that the deliciousness of-, Bpring might 
succeed;- FAUloJ tM Phync4l Lt¥tw4t'e. ' 

GENERAL LECTURE IN TInS DEGREE. 
From whence' cametou1" A~ FrnKyn' die {'Z5Abire of 

Q- How fule yon ~.:;ome tblm. th'eulun1 
tion, and the' study of nature: Q. Who bas tll.ubrht you this! 
A. Men in geilernl who areblirid, anet lead 'others in their blind
D13157. Q; hnllii' fn 1300 undetstanf hn A. uO 
not. understand it to be 'privy to their m;"ster1es; but I understand: n_ J • 
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UDder the rwne of blindnels, those who ceue to be ardent, after 
they have been privy to the light of the spirit of reason. Q. Who 
are ~ose 1 A. Those who, through the prejudices of superati
dOD and fanatacism, render their services to ignorance. Q. 
What do you understand by fanatacism1 A. Tbe zllJl oj till 
parlkultJr .ecta, which are spread over the· earth, who commit 
crimea, by making offeringl to fraud aod fal~ Q. And do 
you desire to rise froa thil darkD8881 A. My desire is to come 
to the celeetial truth, 'aud to ,,-vel by the light of the aUIl. Q. 
What represeDts that bodyl A. It is the figure of an t?Riy Go~, 
to whom we ought 10 pay our .doration. The SUD being the 
emblem of God, .we ought to regard it as the image of the- Di
vinity; for d1at~mmenae body represents wonderfully, the infini
ty of God. He illvigorates and produces the season, and .re
plenishes nature, by taking the horrorsirom winter, and produces 
the deligbas ofepripg. Q. WPt dcpes the triallgle, ~ the sun 
in the centre, represent? A. It repreilen~ the immensity of the 
Supreme. Q. What signifies the tbree S. S. S.·? A. &nctiltl8, 
Sci_a, and Syre., wh¥:h signify the science accompanied 
'With wiadom, which make men holy. Q. What signifies the 
tbree c8adlesticbl .A. It-represent. tb.eeourses of life, consid
«cd in youth, manhood, and old age. Q. Has it any 9ther 
-meaning? A. Yes,. tbe triple light that shines among us, in 
order to take men out of darkness and ignorance into whieh they 
are plunged, and to briQg them to virtue. tru~ a~ _ppineas, a 
symbol of our perfectiqo. Q. What signifies the four tri~DgJes, 
that are in the great cirelest .A. They are tbe emblems. of the 
fourprincipaiviews oftbe lifeoftranquiUity, &0. 1st. Fraternal 
love to all mankiod in g~neral, moro particularly for our brethren, 
who are more attached to us, aDd who, with honor, have seen the 
wretchedo8118 uf the vulgv. 24. To be cautious among UII of 
things, and not to demoD&tnlle them clearly, to any who are not 
propel to receiw them;' and to be likewise cautiou.· in giving 
eredit to any matter, howe"er artfully it may be disguised, with
out a selfooeonnction in the heart.. 3d. To cast from us every 
matter which we perceive we may ever ropent of doing, taking 
e81\8 of. this moral precept, 'To do to every one of your fellow 
creaturell, no more thaD yoil would choose to be dODe to.' .th. WI' ouaht always to confide in our Creator's bounty, and 
~o pray. Jrithout ceuiag, that all our nooelSitieJ might ~ relie!
·edt as It seems b8111. to bim for our advantage;· to Wlllt for hls 
~l_ings palieQil, in this life; to .be persuaded of his sublime 
cJ.e~rees, that "hateyer might fall, contrary to our wishes, will be 
~~ecl with gq,od.CO.Qf}efJ,QeDceJ; to take. Ilia chas~ements pa-
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~i43Fi~ ami :: ::~::~hat th~:!±:& er:: ~~ ~:::~Fi dFine 
ness.hereafter. Q. Teach us the signification of the .Ieven 
pJooetl which are enclosed in a triangle, that forms the rads of 
d1t43 exterio:r circl4343s and 43ms;osed 80 the d1t4343d 'B'be 
seven planets, according to' philosophy, represent the seven 
principal passions of the life of man; those passions are very use
fisK when #.dey a:r43 l1:red Fisode,o#.ign, whic!; dse AlmTI!;hty 
gave them 50 us, gr43W fatal am; dealroy the 2?5$fiy wfien let 
loose, and, therefore it is ~ur particular duty to, subdue the~. 

43:a~h:::n t::. :r::fu:g:2:~ ;:~:y:~ \&:~;s.T 'Il:::~: 
to acquire ~lo~' in th,e ~rts and sc~noes among men in general. 

SUf43kRonty Civil 51b. ,50YS f,Ieaa>43lE43g of 
AZkiFi4343menZ43 and life. fitf. R4343H510N. lER 

Q .. Which is ,the greatest sin of all that man can commit, 
and render him odil1uS to God aDd m&,ll? A. Sui!;itU and Homi-

Whaz ££fufitsifie£§ sev»n »herufi!;£§lERs, whlER££e nam,,:r are 
written in the circle, called tlae 'First Heavent' A. They repre
sent the corporeal delights oftbisiife"whieh the Eternal gave to 
HAlERD, Wb43lER be 435lER43ted E;Sili y anh RlElEe, SecllERli' belERfTIlERl[, sk55££&bng, 
tasting. feeling; tranquillity, and thought. Q. What signifies tbe 
figur~ in the'moon, which w.e regard as the figure or image of 

A. The p££rify of 4343£43re, wfi43h pW4343£§es holi-
H43.88 body; gnd dI»t t!&et'& is nothing imperfec% in #./26 eyes 
1. the S1¥.emI. .~. W~at signifies ~e, figure or the coJum~s? 

:5:~~~::43:r:~SrYkeA~: »»sr5~:~ilFiR:~e 43543::b43 "J~~ 
• by the' wo~s of the body, but to firm as columns. Q. What 

d',43S th43 nbure tho, whhrh car:ri43£§ a in hiJ 4slDlS, 
Jid'43reSen05£ A. The w£fu the £§gl,mnl Ja-
chin IUld Boaz, and sur~ounted with the grau.d I, represents our ' 

bod~::~J~:: ~0~~\~0 ::: ~:r~~43;: in :~;:~~~ 
. bis fleck. Q. What ,~iBnifies the two letters I and B,' ,at the 

porchl ,A. Tkey sigaify our eatrance in the order of ~Bonry; 
eK»o the fi,mnesJ ill' the ",hi,;h we to p'ilfRlE5~frFirtA the 

of our initiation; these we ought to merit; before we can 
come to the sublime ~efkDowm,hel, truth, and we ought 

preS43w;'n the4343, aad blER fiRlE5J in whgteve:; ££i05uatioil we mah hn in, 
-' un,! knO££5ing wh43KTsr it ID&y'retum to our geod or evil in. the pas' 

sage of this life. What BipiSes the large I in the triantie, on 

fun :;:::~~ &elER"":rf fu:- A~::~~t~~:::~::::::' 
• Mind this. 

/' 
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whose greataess we should always have in our niiBds, aDd that 
our laborw ougbt to be employed to please him; which we shoUld 
always bave in our view, as the sure and only source of our ae
bOllll. Q. What signifies the sevell steps, that lead to the entry 
of the porch? A. They mark the seven degrees in MasODlY, 
which are the principal, which we ought to arrive . to, in order to 
come to the knowledge of holy truth. Q. What does the ter
restial globe representl A. The world which we inhabi~, ana 
wlaerein Masonry it its principal omameBt. Q. What is the ex
planatioB of the great word, A40nai1 A. It is the word which 
God gave to Adam, for him to pray by; a word which our com
mon father never pronounced without trembling. Q. What sig
nifies La ':J& ",..",.... A. A man Dltlde clear by the ~.t of 
reason; penetrating this ob8eurity of ~ce and superstition. 
Q. What signifies the river across the globel A. It represent. 
the utility of our pusions, which Ift'e ~S8ary to man in the 
course of his life, ... water it necessary to render the earth fer
tile; as the SUD draws.up the water, which being purified, falls on 
the earth and·giv.es Yenlure. Q. What siguifies the cross, SlU'

rounded by two serpents, on the top of the globe? A. It repre
liebts to us nottoretnat tAe _gar ~itesr to:be prudeftt, and 
to know the· bottom of the heart.. 1,. fil/dt... of rtligioa to b, 
alway_ ".,., .. ,tl; ROt to 6, of the .,imetlu ml' 8(jt8~ imet., Gild 
the 1011".. of the fIlyrieriU of Nligion,· ·td (leoid ... cA,· mrd rwt in 
the leGBt, to Mid aray eoae...,,;,m fllilh IAem.. Q. Wbat signifies 
the book, with the word Bible written in it1 A. As the Bible is 
differently interpreted, by the cliB"er&nt seets, who divide the . dit:: 
ferent parts of the earth: Tbu8 the true sons of Jigbt, or chi) ... 
dren of truth, otight to dot.Wt of "'t:rfJ tAltag at pnserd, IUf mys- . 
teMs or metaphysics: Thus all the ~isioJ1'8' of theoklgy . and 
l}hilosophy, teach net·to. adMit tiuJl,tflhlcit. u not tktn01l8troted 08 

cuqrly, 08 Ikl 2 mad 2; fWe tq1Ml1 to 4; ad-on the whole ·to adore 
God, and him onlJ; to love'him better than yourself, and always 
to have a eonfidenee·on the ·lao\uWtiee!and promi.!fes of our'Orea
tor, Amen. Aoien. Amen.' 

To do" the cotmeil.-Q. (By Father Adam,) Brodier Truth, 
what progreM have mentBllde OIl ~ to come to true hilppiness! 
A. (By Brother.Truth,) M_, ha'tle alWlfys f.Deifoii·the VIiJgar 
prejudices, which are notbing bat falsehood; Vf!It'J few-Dave' strug
gled, and leM haTe Imookecl-at the door of this holt ptace, to' at
tain the fall.~ of real truth, 'Wbieh.ve all ougflt to·~Wre. 

TIMID says Father Adam, 'My deat'children~ depart' and go 
among. men, endeavor to io.Ipin'l them with the desire of bowing 
holy truth, the pure 8OUl'Ce of aU peafection; Father Aaa. the~ . 
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puts his right hutd on his left breast; when aD the brethren raise 
the first finger of the right hand, and then the Council of the 
KDightB of the Sun is cloeed, by Beven knocks. 

~....-

KNIGHT OF KAnOSH .. 

Chapter of the Grand Inspector of lodges, Grand Elected 
Knight of Kadosh, or the White and Black Eagle. The Chief 
is the Thrice Illustrious Frederick king of Prussia, under the 
title of Thrice Illustrious Knight, Grand Commander • 

. Opfmiag of the cAoptw.-The chapter of the Grand Elected 
must heecomposed of five brothers, everyone vested in this de
gree. They must be all dressed in black, with white gloves. 
The order, a broad ttlack ribbon, worn Irom the left shoulder to 
the right hip; to which hangs the attribute of ·the order, being a 
Red C1'OfJS; the same a. the Teutonic Knight. Ulled to wear, in 
the· middle of two swords, a cross, like a St. Andrews. No 
aprons me wom. ' 

, ,In this chapter there are no deeorations, nor any emblem, as 
the curtain is entirely drawn. There is nothing figured on the 
ground but the mysterious ladder, which must be covered until 
the candidate bas taken his obligation. Observe this well; you 
are never to admit a person to this eminent degree, unless you 
have full proof of his fidelity. Of the five brothers who com
pose this' ebapter, two must be with the canctidate in another 
apartment, until be is introduced, the other three remain in the 
chapter to assist in tbe reception. In a distant place, a Knight 
of KadOlh cannot imitate another broth fir in this eminent de
gree, unless he bas a. proper po"er or patent from an Inllpector 
General or a Deputy Grand Inspector, under his band and seal; 
and when a reception is made, the Grand Commander remaios 
alone in the chapter with the candidate, and must be so situated 
that the candidate canoot see him, as he is not to know who in
itiated him. 

Form of ope"ing tAe claapter.-Q. Illustrious Knight, are you 
elected! A. Thrice Illustrious Knight, Grand Commander, I 
am. Q. How came you to be electedl A. Fortune decided. 
for me.' Q. What proof can you give me of your reception! 
A. A cavel'Jl has been witness of it. Q. What did you do in 
the cavernl A. I executed my commission. Q. Have you 
penetrated furthed A. Yes, Thrice Illustrious Gl1I:od C?m
mander. Q. How shall I beJiere youl A.)ly name II Kmgbt 
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of Kadosh; YOII under.taml met Q. What's the o'clock? A. 
The hour of silence. Q. As it is SO, live me the sip, to con
vioce me of your knowledge, - on which they all cftoaw 
their swords, when the Grand Commander knocks om, .,ery bard, 
on the table before him, and says: Illustrious Knights.1he chap
ter is open. As soon as the Knights with the candidate in the 
antechamber, haye heard the one biQw iD' the chapter, by which 
they kaow the"chapter is open, one of them comes and knocks 
OIN OD the door, one in the chapter goes 1lnd opens··tbe door and 
uk ... at he wantsl He replies; tbat a 88TY&Dt Knight demands 
to come to the degree of Grand,EleQted, as'be has all the de. 
gree .. and qualificatioas of MuODry which are necessary; which 
being reported to the Thrice IHustrious CommaBder~ who says: 
Dluetrioll8 Koigbta; can we admit this Free M880B amOlll us, 
widaDut r1IIIDing any risk of indiacretioD from bim! The other 
two Kaights thenanawer, w&s_r and promise for him. Then 
~rbriee IIIu.trious Grand Commander approacbes and they 

each other by the !wad, and take the foUowing obligatiOD to 
each otber:-1We promise and SWelU', by the liring God, always 
supreme, to reyenge the death of our ancestor, and which of us 
that should in aey manner commit the m~ lilbt indiscretion, . 
touching the secret of oW' unler,.!&aU wffer iJealh, and sball 
haye his body buried under the throne of this Illustrious AIIIJ8m
bly; 80 Gud protect us in our desigrr, and maintain us in equity 
and rigltt,' Amen. 

Fot'M oj Hc.plioa.-A short time after the two KDights with 
tbe candidate, have heard the loud rap of the Grand Ct»mmander, 
to open the chapter, they both take their han~ and after one of 
them has beaG at the door, and when they think the Grand Com
mander has finishPd &he·necessary bUliness, . they mtrodace the 
candidate and lea .. e him ia the handa of the Grand COIIMDaDder, 
and all four retire to guard the door of the entraoclt, and eYery 
other door of the adjacent rooms, (if any.) The reasoo of their 
leaving the chapter is, that DO person ever assistea at the recep
tion of a Knipi Templar. When the candidate enters the 
chapter. he prostrates his face to tbe ground, . when the Grand 
Commander, behind thecurtaio, reminds him of the jH'irwipal 
points of Masonry, from its hegimtin2, to the epoch of the as
sassination of Hiram Abift'; SoIOmonTs desire of pUllishing the 
traitors, in the moat exemplary manner; the metb~ be took in 
disp08ibg the Masters who went ill search of the three villains, 
in order to execute his vengeance; he repeats to him the !teal, 
coaltancy and ferveney of Joabert, Stokin and Jubelwn, who, 
after tile moat painful search, (by Solomon's order,) bad the hap-
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piness.of finding among the ruins of Enoch's tempJe in tho Ninth 
Arch,the precious u-e.sure ofilie Perfect M880ns, Itc. &c. &c. 
He continues to remind him of the firmness of the Grand Eject, 
~d Perfe4t Masons, at the time of the temple's destruction, 
when they passed through the enemy, at all risks, till they.ob
tained an entrance iato tbe sacred vault, to find the piJJar of beau
ty, that they might, hy -effacing the ineffable word, hinder its be
ing exposed to the profane. He·then reminds him of the 8e,·
enty-two y~r'8 captivity, and the clemency of Cyrus, king of 
P~sia; who, by the reqaest of ZerubbabeJ, not only gave the Is-

"'taelites their freedom, but ordered that all the treasure of the 
temple, taken-by Nebuclaadnezzar, should be restored to them, 
ill order to decorate the new temple, which be ordered them to 
build to the infinite God, and created them Knights. Then he 
repeats the clemency of Darius to Zerubbabel, <at the head of 
the embassy from Jerusalem to Babylon,) with their complaints 
against the. Samaritans, w.ho refused to contribute to the sacrifi
c~ of the new temple, according to the proclamation of his pred
ecessor, .cyrus, in faver of the Kaights of the east; wilen they 
received Darius' letters to all the.governors of iamaria, &c.; 
how ·the embassadors, were received 00 their return to J crusa-
lem; and elected princes byJhe people. He then remmds him, . 
that atter this, the second temp!e being destrO-yed, how the most, I 
zealous MasGDS uuited under chiefs, and worked to the reforma-
tion >of marmers, and elevated in their hearts SO)lle. spiritual edi7(' 
:fice, and rendered themsrlves worthy by their works. They). 
were more particularly esteemed and distinguished in the time . 
of Ma,*ki,., who was the most remarkable among them. A 
great many others embraced Christianity, and communicated their 
secrets to those Christians, whom they.found had the geodqaali-
ti~s of it, living in common, and forming themselves as ODe fam-· 
ily; which. shows how the brilliant order of Muons sustaiBed 
themselves untilthe sixth age, and how it fell into a state of leth-
argy ~ after .that; not.withstandiag which, there ha\'e been always 
fouDclsowe faithful Masons; which is clearly proved by the bril
liant.m&llller in which the.order of Masomy was .received, in the 
year of 1118, wAea eleven Grand Elect and PerfeetMasons, 
the most zealons, presented themselves to G~, prince of 
Jenasalem, Patriarch &ad Knight Mason, aod pronouuced their 
promises between ~ bands. They taught him the succession 
of the time, and progress to the time that the .princes went to 
conquer the holy land. The alliance aQd obligations that were 
formed between those princes, was, that they would spill the last 

.i1rop of their bloo4, in order to estabJiah in,Jerusalem, the wor-

Digitized by ~oogIe 



276 t.IGHT ON MASONRY. 

ship of the Most High. He informs him, that the peace which 
took place after these wars, hindered them from accom~biog 
their design, and therefore, have cofttinu841 in theory, what they 
bad sworn to do practically, never admitting in their order, only 
those who bad given proofs of friendship, constancy and discre
tion. In fine, the Illulltrious Grand ComlDtlllder, ~akes a'gene .. 
ral history in genealogy, of the M~ic order; its prngfess, its, 
declino, and the manner how it was sustaiBed, till the epoch of 
tho crusades, and until the historical circumstances,' that has 
given occasion to the degree which the candidate expects; a de
gree, tbat win give him. perfect knowledge of the' precedent 
degrees, and the manner how Masonry haa: (lome .to US; after 
which, the candidate takes the following obligation, his right 
band on'the Bible, his left hand between the baUds of the Grand 
Com8lander. 

ObJig.,iOf&.-1 promise and swear, OeftJl' to reveal the .secrets 
-of the Grand Elected Knights of 'Katlosh, or White and Blaek 
Eagle, to any penon. I.ear to toe f'IJ'IIeflge 0,. '1&e If'tJI'tortt of 
MalOflf'!" and never to' receive ia this degree, Done but·a broth
er who has come to the degrees of PriBce of Jerusalem and 
Knight of tile Sun, and then only by aa authority given to me by 
a Grand Commander or Deputy Inspector, under his band and 

'

seal. I promise to be reuy at all times to eODCtuer the H~1y 
Land, whea I shall be slllDll18llCd to appear, to pay due' obedi

",'llaDce at all times, to the Priaces of the Reyal Secret; and 'i& [ 
fail in this my obligatio&, I· desire that all the peaaities of oty 
former obliga6cms may be infticted 01l me, Amen. He kisses 
the Bible, and r\ses. Then the Grand Commander proceeds 
and says, 'My dear brother, he no 'bas bestowed this ~ on 
you, which you have DOW aspired to, and who is described in dais 
place, as Gnnd Oommander, and Grand Inspector of aIllodges, 
and Grand Elected, is sensible of the importance of the secret 
already confided in You; it is, therefore, necessary to reCommend 
a circumspection, and also to observe to those who take the name 
-of Knights of the White and Black Eagle, and Kad9Sh, to be al
ways attentive, and not to give the least' suspiciOli ''!'elative to 
our mysteries, order, progress and eDd of Masonry., -The im
prudence and indiscretion of many brothers, has given,a know
ledge to the world of many of our emblems, by whicb,Masonry 
has greatly suffered, and will be repaired with ditIieuIty. Their 
indiscretion has ca.used the loss and retreat of many Puissant 
brothers, who would hav. been an ornament and"support of our 
lodge. Such indiscretion in this degree, my dear brother, would 
be without any reco~ery, as there are' no more embleiDs; wheat 
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:..wery matter, sbaU be discoveredt aJl(l disclosed to you, that will 
give room for some events, of whicb, you will see the couse. 
cpumces, wben you sball have heard all 'I1ly iuStructions. The 
Word which our brothers place at the end of their obligations, viz • 
.amen; signifies Uu. is 'no more, that.hall be flO more; if tIW .• !&all 
be GgGi{&. This ought no longer to be a s~ret to you, who are 
going. to h.ve an explanation of the origin of Masonry, and what 
bas occasioned the society. 
. Trutb penetrates the cloud and the shade, which we can leave, 

to come to the knowledge of what we were before in quality of 
Knights of Kadosh, White cmd Blac" Eagle, and what we ~e as 
Symbolic Masons, and ;what we can be by the deetrw:.tion of our 
enemies; Let us pray. Pr"'!ler.-O most eternal, beneficial 
and all gracious, great A.rchitect pf the univel'ie; we from the se· 
cret depths of our hearts, offer thee a living sacrifice. We be· 
s~ech thee to inspire our euemies with a just sense of the evil 
they have dOJle us, and from their ha ving a conviction of their 
wroags, they might atone for theu DUUlifold injuries, whicb doth 
n9~ ~eloug to us thy servants to redreBB ourselves, but by their 
cyes ~ing op.eDed we might be reconciled, and by a hearty union 
take posseBSion of those blessed laads where the original Temple 
was Drst e.stablisbed, w.bere we might be gathered into one banel, .. 
there.to ~elebrate thy holy praises once more on the holy mount, ,.. • 
.in wlios. powels was deposited thy. ever glorious, respectable, . 
·ey.er :b~eBSed,.aJ)G. awfu.l name. Amen. Then the veiJ is taken ~ 
from the 1I00r, and be. continues, 'Learn that the slightest indis. 
cretion, will infallibly undermine us and throw us into an horribJe 
abyss; where we s~ould see buried the whole order of Masonry, 
1he remains of an Illustrious and Glorious Order. By its hero-
ism, in favour of the unfortunate, bow great it has been ill the 
time wben its power, authority and riebe. were arrived· to ~D 
llighest pitch, wben the di,stinguisbed birth of those whO "'8ft) 
meQlbers of it, celeb.rated its glory. It was not leBB so in iUt 
tragic end, when by the noble Drmnoss of these knights wbo 
appeared in the middle of irons, frames and torments. What 
can we think of the Jlropheeyof James DeMoJay, and which 
was verified a~cording to his precliction. What respect ought we 
not to have, for the courageous zeal of those, who have kept the 
preciODS remains of an order which the blackest treason, envy, 
and .the most atrociou. malignity has not been able to extin-
guish! What hatred ouptnot we tobavt, to diose DSurpers \Vb" 
occupy t~ wealth IIIld dignity of this order! They cannot be 
J'OgWded but only as a powerful eaemy. the·1I8hes of which ought 
1-0 renew that unfortunate period, when the members of th9 \ Z . 
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knights shall be' incre_d,'so that they shall be able, untler the 
auspices anaconduct'of a,Grand aDd Powerful Commander, to 
retake the possession of all the wealth, and dignity which did be
Jong to them formerly, and' is now held by those who have no 
other titJe, this day, butinjcstice IlDd malignity. 

This is not said, my dear brother, to intinlid8fi! those who have, 
as well as yourself, aspired to this'degree wbieb "" are golng (0 

confer on you this day, or to inspire them with an ardor or 
indIscreet zeat, for they ought everyone tb wait the'time in si-

.Ience, to become essential; and'ifthe trust is'tbc monrautheDtic 
mark of sincere friendsbip, they ol1ght to wish to aU'gmentthe 
number of the KnightS', and fear to confer this'degreoe, with too 
much confidence, on an ordinill'y friena, lest his discretion should 
Dot be so sure as yoar own. You remember, my dear brother, the 
,obligation you have taked betWeen my hands, at the ,beginning 
of the ceremony-and to render you the justice yoll ~, I 
have too good an opinion of you to fear the least indiscreribn' in 
you, concerning' the first notWns'l have given you of ,lMltrst 
dtgree of MIU01lry. If in this discourse you haYe' made 1181 
remark that would keep you from pronouncing the obligation 

, or vow we are otiliged to take from you, before we can give you 
greater knowledgeoftbe degree ot"Gr'Ilnd Elected Knights ,of 

...... Kadosh,' consult yoorself ami see if you are disposed to peDe
"trate farther, ,and fulfil ~tly all the points' of the obligation 

• you are going to pron~e with me, ira' ",..,. fa' liftk you to "8 

for e"w.' There is a pause for aoine time. ' 
N ou.-It the candidate is afraid' to' enga'(te'in;or hesitates 

to pronounee the further obligations, the DhistriOus Grand 
Commander, withouf goingftirther, seDdS'hini out; and doses 
die chapter. In regarcl tl) the notions' which the cndidate 
might have already, tke obligation flilikA ht w already taken,' 
will assure us of bis discretion. If, on the contrnry, he- per- ' 
sists iD:going :further, and wilt take the obligation, the' Gmid 
,Commander C011tintreS' the ceremo~ m' thwfoDowing nl:lnner:~ 

TbecaniMate krieets at the feet ofthe-Gntnd'Cohlrilander, 
puts hisrigbt' hlbl\t OD tbeBiMe, IUId JU Wrt;etweClr the bandtr 
of tbe Grand CO'Dllnander ...... ,;hea in this' ~otei tti~ Grand
Commander 881S', CYon gwear an~ pl'oms8'tO me, on diat 'you 
hold ni08t'dear'lll'Yd saered, 1st, To prae~'tbe' wotlls of'C~ ... 
,real mercy, luli"e tmd die'iffyout' f'eigitlfa,":arld'''never decl\rr'e tG' 
any man wh'areceived YOu; ot aamed Itt, your ~\:eptiOn in 11\11 
~ , 

,*8uppOA the lIfl1iIiMl;of die cadiIIIIte'ill~. uti lie' ~'cO"" 
ofllia enor. what eJaaIl he do , He muat ether liYe and,die C:GIIltendiattor 
that be knows to be a He or'l;reak his maSooie oatil ! ' ,-' 
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·sublimedegree.' The candidate ansWeJ'8-, 'I promise and swear;' 
then tile ,Grand Commander say., 'say with me, 'betl.lwlad,' 
whicl1 he'nlpeAts, idly. 'You p~oQlise and swear to have candor. 
in all your actions, in co",equooce never to receive in this de
gree., any brother who is not your ,most intimate friend, aDd therr 
by tbe OOQSent of two Grand Elected Inspeet.ors, if to be met 
with,. or by a patent given you for that Plll'poae;' the CRndidate 
anawera, ~l pfGmis8 llnd awQ&J'.' He thca repeats' Sckarlaltac! 
3dly. 'You,promi~.e and swear at all times to posselS a sweet
ness of mind, as IDllcb as you aro cnpabll), ·to love and cherish 
your brotheJ'll as yoonelf, to help thelD in,tIleir nec_ties, to 
visit and assist them when they are sick, and never draw arms 
agninst'tbcmon any pretence whatsoever.' Am. 'I promise and 
swear'-say witb me, '.Moteck.' 4tb. 'You promise and swear 
to regulate your discourse by truth, and to keep witb great cir
cu~pection aod regard the degree of the White and Black Ea
gle or Kadosb.' He anawers, 'lprowilC aDd swear;' say with me, 
'Emunak.' .5tb. 'You promise and swear that you win travel 
for the advancement of heaven, and to follow at all times, and in 
aU points, every matter that,o1l are ordered, and prescribe, by 
the Illustrious Knights and Grand Commander, to tcwe orders 
you BUlear ",bmisfto " and obedience, on all occaWms tcithoft, GRlt 

t'e8tri::tiOfJ',' He answers,..' I promise a"clawear.' Say. with lJI~r 
'Hamach Sciata. 6th. 'You promise and swear to me. to have. 
patience in adversity, and you swear never to receive a' brother . 
in this degree, on any pretext whatsoever, wbose will is Dot free. 
as religious monks and all those who have made VOWI! without 
restriction to superiors,' He answers, 'I.fI!. mise and swear,' 
Suy with me 'Sa.bael.' '7tb~ 'Y'Ou promise-, , 'e end, and swear 
to keep inviolably secret, what I am goi , confide 'to you 
-to 'GeM/lCt the traitor. "' Maaonry-and""9 ilook upon the 
Knights of Malta, as our encmies-to renounco"for ever to be in 
that order, and regard them as tbe unjust usurpers of the rights, 
titles and dignities oftbe KDights Templars, in whose possession 
you hope to.enter with the help of the AliDighty.' He answers, 
'I promise and swear." Then say with me 'OooetMl,' 'BiMh,' 
'Tabi •• ' After the candidate bas pronounced the last word, 
the Grand Commander relieves 'him and says, 'By the seven 
conditions, and by the power that is transmitted to me, which I 
have acquired by my discretion, my untired navels, zeal, fervor 
and constancy,. I receive you Grand Inspector of all lodges~ 
Grand Elect Knight Templar, and take rank among the Knights 
of Kadosh, or White and Black Eagle which we bear the name of,. 
1 dCsire yau, aot ta. forget it.. It is indispensable ~or you, my 
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brother, to mount the my"~ ladder, which you see 1here,. it 
wiD serve to instruct you in the mysteries of our order and it is 
absolutely necessary that you should have a true knowll!ldge of it. 
The candidate then assends the ladder, when he is ontbe seventh 
or highest step, and has pronounced the three last WoMS, the 
ladder is lowered, and the candidate passes over it, because be 
cannot retire the same way, as he would in such a case be obli«ed 
10 go back against which he has taken an obligation, not to re
tire by the interests and views of the order, .which is the reason 
f hat the ladder is lowered and he passes over it. He then reads 
the words at the bottom of the tadder, 'He pia ultro.~ 
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Then the Grand Commander embraces. the cndidate, and 
l5ay8 to him, 'My dear brother, I am going to give you the sign, 
token, ond word, with the pass word of tho Grand Elected and 
Grand Inspectors; after I bave given you tbe explanation of the 
mysterious ladder which you have ascended and passed over, 
,vithout knoWing the reason thereof. This ladder, my dear bro-
ther, is the. most essential and analagous to the history whicb I 
shall recite to you. Like a ladder she is composed of two sup
I_orten, which will give you a just idea of the strength which 
Philip Le BeUe, (or the fair,) king'of France, had, in bis union 
with Pope CleJllCJlt the VI. The reunion of the second SUppOl t-
en, by the saven steps, gives you a just idea of the seven condi-
tions that Philip, the fair, imposed on tbe archbishop, Btrlratld 
Got, to make him Pope, and the two supporters beiog united by the 
seven steps or conditions, are the base ef the union bt-tween the 
King and this Pope elect. The seven:Bteps are also a resem
blance of the seven poin" Gf your obligation, which you have 
contracted, and in the 88R1e ~anner Philip, the fair, made Be,'-
lrand Got take; tbat by the seventh article, he swore the final 
destruction of the Knights Templarl; aad in the same manner, of 
the seven pojnta of your obligation,. you swear to bear an impla. 
cable hatred to the Knights of Malta, and engage yourself to 
endeavor th~jr total destruction, in order to reclaim the rigbts and I 

dignities whieli they possess •. Lasdy, this moment, my de~ I' 
brother, is the bme to instruct you in full, in the degree of Gra~ 
Elected, and which gives us a true knowledge how Muonry 
came to il8. Attend to tbat painful story-you· will easily make 
the appliclJtion yourself the more you are instructedr 

The hmory.-After the death of Benedict the XI. who diedJ u. 
ly 13th, 1304, the cardinals met for the election of a new Pope, 
and formed themselves in two factions, French and Italians; 
Philip, the fair, king of France, bad then several views wbich 
could be acccomplisbed without the assistance of the Pope, to 
be elected; ~ as his party in the conclave fomented these divi.
sions to favor Philip's design, whe> takigg advantage of these 
circwnstaQces~ sent for Bertrand Got1 then ,arcbbishop of Bor· 
deaulll, Ion of BertrMld, lonI of VillaDdran, in. the same diocese, 
and in the eenference wbich he had with bim at a pleasant coun
try seat, near St. JO~II of A_gell, when be informed bim of bis 
design, and tbe div.ion ia the conclave, whicb put it in bis pow
er to elect a Pope, and that be W/IS disposed to favor him, pro
vided be would swear to perform SeyCD articles,' the seventh of 
,vhich was, to be even a secret to bim until the time for th~ exe
cution of it shoul4 be ripe. Accordingly he re'\'"ealed the SIX first. 

Z2 . 
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articles which are foreign to our history, but tho".eventb, for the 
exact performance of which, they both took the sacrament to
each other's promise; and PIHlip, the fair,' took .be brother and 
nephew of Bw"'MId La Got, as' hostages for the seventh aaticle. 
This king having fo~nd a man fit for his purpose to be the agent 
for his revenge, caused him t8 be elected Pope, and pIOlIlOtied to 
St. Peter's chair, in the year 1305, under tbe Rame of CIewIeat Y. 
'l'bis Pope after his election established his see at the city of Ly
OIlS, where his first care was to execute the six first conditions
which Philip had imposed on hilll. The time of declariag the 
seventh being arrived, Philip did riot dulay in declaring to the 
Pope, tbat by bis oath he was to jojn him, to entirelydestroyaDd, 
exterminate the Knights Templara, te the eKtent of Christianity. 
Here is what attracted tbe hatred of Pliitip the fair, and what 
made him. take the barbaroul! resolution against them aU. 

Some time before the death of Benoit the XI. there wu a se
dition in Paris, occasioned by Pbilip, who had coined some mo
ney, which was light, mixed with base metal, on which the popu
lace were mutinous, who plundered and demolisbed the house 
of Stephen Beriber, ~uter of the mint. They went afterwaMs 
to the king's dwelling Ilnd committed a great deal of indecency, 

~ so that every matter conspired an inlOmlCtion.Th. Knights 
~ , Tem~ars (against whom envy had raised maay powerful eae-· 
...... ~i~s, were suspected to have been at the bottom of these ootra. 
~, a though, without any foundation, aud thei .. ruin was deter-

minell by tbe' king; for Whicb purpose he sou~t the meaRS of' 
obtaining clSsistance, when the most flworable opporltmity offered 
itself by the death of B_' the XI. In order to put ia his stead 
a Pope, on certain· conditions, that should be- imposed on him,. 
nothing ~as now wanting hut It pretence, for when fotCe and an
thority are in hand, eMry matter becomes e..,.; (or whieh parpoee
they prevailed' on two abtmdo~ed"men with money, whose Dames· 
were Gerard Lali, and Beraoil Me" .. y. They proposecUo·them· 
to get admission among the K;aights Templan, aad when admit
ted into their mysteries, to aceuS8'tIle whole order oflhe--greate8t 
crimes, which these two villains esecuted uactly. They ..... 
ed to be received into the order, which .... IlR easy metter, as 
they had an honest exterior, titl., and apparent qualiliee, be
sides a supposed credit at .court. Eyery one was i8 dleirftlvor, 
and they were received; but it ~ no-t Jeng befOre the T8mplan 
repented'hea,rtily or having'Iigh&ea·the fire hl'lUli, which was the 
eause of the deplorable and tragic scene, ia whiduJlost-IU of. the 
T.einplars were 1n\'olved iii.· one common destmction; fOIl these 
two wretches, BOOD aft'er their admisliODj l¥'CU,sed the whole .... 
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, 
tll»' 'Of tfle IDt drea41\Jl and 1110. euorable crimea, demandiug 
to he ~lI8ted fr~1D them, fC)r the uaheard of terrible things . 
.mioo were suggestl'd. The UeUqn ie good, (he who commit. 
tretl8Qd,) bu' tho traitor is detest..,l., and they suffered the same-
lot .Ilat was intended i»r the TemplQrsj for they for their treach-
ery received the mo.st dreadful tonneAts, IJIld were not suffered, 
to live. Tiley bad bpen the instruments, or the cause of ven
geanee to the Templar-, hy their f8Jse aCCWlatiQlls. Upon thtlir 
repons, the King, (who had lately: an,interview with the Pope at 
Potier,) took the surest meUURs'to arrest all the Templars in. 
his dominioQS in one.day.. This WQ" done on tile 13th of Oc~ 
ber, 1307, ,,,6 years after tbe accusation of these two villailUl 
was made. They aeizedoJl alltbeir papers, tides, and treasures~ , 
aDd most of their wealth, over which were plll4led overseers anti; 
stewards. KingCbarles, of Naples, iD like mHner, ordered aU, 
the TeDlplers in bis province (0 be _..,.,.ted. ThpBe taken in" 
France were locketi up in the Cutile of Mel~ to wail for their 
,trials. The Pope, at the .. me timey lem (or their Grand Mu-
ter, IJ8.IIlcs'de Molay,' a native of Burgundy. 800R as he re
ceind the ordersof' t.be Pope, be c .... k» Puis with sixty Knights 
of the or4ier, aPlOBg which was one thy, brqthenf the dauphin, 
Detlit:nDis Hwguea de 'PerctUu, and. Theqdore .B~illuU MQftan- I 

eODrl., They w,re all avested apd .ade toaufi'er the most dreadfi~t ..... 
torments, in'order'oo draw from.tbePl'acODfe~ion of the criDle& . 
they were aeetlaed of, tbough witlmut effeet, as they bore brav 
11 every torment, rather ,than. acc~tbelllseives of tbiQC8' 
which they. wore innocent.. So &bat OD no othe .. proof thlNl diat 
bC two infamoue suborners, thlli, trials were concludedJ (it being 
impouible to obtain the least eVlQence apinst theat, U never 
any penon auisted at the making of a Templar.) Tbeyexecq-
ted aad bumt alive fifty-seven iQ ORe-day; OI! the "ext tm,-nine, 
ant! 1M on, uDtiI tbey lad completAld almost their t~tal deetrue-
tieD. They pardoned' nOBe, not eve .. ' those that served tblHD in 
-ueuling the whole order; for u Templa" they were ineluded 
io the .... 1 senteoee and burnt ali,. with tM oth ... , 

Let the end of these unhappy wretches serve as a le'8C11l to 
us, that wo' are not in- CUllne to, beeeduced by fiQe promise., and' 
juitiate aay: but theee who Mve ~VeD us, .., .loag tnUn of ser. ' 
me, proof. of the·most solid wort1Uae",. lett we might, by their 
iudiacretion, be cIragptl apia with all tbe Knights of the :mack 
Eatle, or Kadeah, in a eainpton fate. The Grud Master aud· 
die three above meatiooed b ...... , we~ neverthelells not com
pre_dad in the-fint eucutioD. '£h. Pope, Cor M"~" which
flO' historian baa mentioned" kept the judgment to blmllelf.-
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"Most all of the Templars at the time oftbis prosecution, (wbich 
)ssted till 1314,) were arrested in all Christian states, bat-were 
not all put to death.· Pbilipthe fair, was continually hurryiag the 
I'ope to make an end of James de Molay, the Grand Master of 
his companions, (after having groaned nearly ,seven years in pri
son, overloaded with irons,) which was at lut executed, when 
they were burnt alive, the 11th March, 1314, in the isle of Paris, 
which moved to pity and tears, the numerousspeetatonJ, who 
were present. They were steady, heroic, constant, abd made 
the most solemn vows of their innoeeuce, which was afterwards 
apparent, supported by an event extremely memorable. Jacque 
or James de M()lay, the Grand Master, seeiag himself on tile 
scaffold read)' to eDd his life in the ftao)es, (after having lingered 
in irons for several years, death in any maner was now a relief 
to him, rather than to linger iR prison in tbis I8lcertailt world,) 
with great. composu~ turned himself aDd directed to Goel the 
following prayer: -Oh, Alrilighty and Everlut~ Gocf; who 
knows the innocence of the victims, who have 'been IIICrilir.ect for 
several years, permit us to redact on the reproach aad iDfilmous 
torments which you permitted J. C. to be coverC!Cl with at his 
death, to redeem us from the slavery of our lios, to giTe an .ex-

~
mple to the ionoeent, in teaching them, by bis mlldoess,.lo suf

fer without murmuring, the persecution and torments, which in
justice and blindness p.epare for them. Forgive, 0 God, the 
. llle accusations and imputatiou, wbich have caused the de
s ruclion or the whole order, of wbic\l your Divine Providence 
had established me chief; 'and if you are plelll8d to accept 
the prayer which we now bumbly offer' you., permit, 0 God, 
that one day these ·people may know the innocence of those 
who have endeavored to live in 1hy holy fear. and love: we 
wait your bounty and compassion,. tIN retPtlf'tl of tM IonIutaU 
and deG11t. tue sf~tTe,', uhic/l. ue off". ItJ JDU in.order.to Of&j0f, ,OUt' 
4ifline rwe8t'l1oCe in everUuting,htJppCRU8.'. Thenaddressingbim
self to the peop Ie, he said: 'Good people, who see us ready to 
perish in the flames, you will-be able to ~e of our inaoceDce, 
for 1 fI()tO summon Pop. Clnaaa' tIN Y." orty dGyI,·tmtl Phil. 
ip, the fair, in luel"e f1IO!IatM, 10 appear be or. tA. tItJ1fiIl tMd tre. 
tnendouB throne of the llfJer U"'flK Ooti, If},....,. /III IICCOUtIt of 
the blood they kG'l'e'wickedly .hedl' after whieh they were hurried 
to execution. fearing a rescue from the popuIaee. The predie> 
tion of James de Molay was accoDlpIislJed, as Pope Clement the 
V. ~]ied the 19th of, ~pril, ~~ year, at 'Rtqut Mowe,' Oft 
the.Rbone, and PhliJp the (au, witbiD twelve moatbs at FettIaUt
bleace. The news of the perseeutioll _r the Knights Tesoplars 
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had"already reached-the Knights which were left in Cyprus, and 
in the absence of their Grand Master had been overpowered by 
the Turks, when they lost .9.cre, with several other strong places 
in that island, and were' obliged to retire to the isle of Rhodes 
and the adja'cetlt islands. , The prosecutions against them in 
open council'at Vienna, the 1st of October 1811, when their or
der was ban'ished, their estates confiscated and left at tbe Pope's 
disposal, who inthe year 1312, gave a part to the Knights of St. 

'John of Jerusalem, who at t!lis day possess tho greatest part of 
their, estates. This adversion makes to this day, a part of the 

, obligations' of the Grand Elecfand Knights Templars.. As the 
number of them who escaped was very small, it rendered that 
adversion the more powerful, they sought to increase their ordtt 
by admitting persons; in whom they beli~ed and thought worthy 

, of keeping the most important secret. Such they fouud among 
, the good and virtuous' Masons, whom Solomon had distinguished 
and titvored, after the construction of the temple. The candor 
and intrepidity which appeared among them in the greatest dan
gers; tbeir wisdom, union, charity, love, impartiality, firmness, 
discretion and zeaJ, all led them to believe they could do no 
better than to unite themselves to them'. Their fathers, protec
'tON, 'and supporters sougbt the favor to be admitted ,-into their 
'.soCiety, and initiated into their mysteries. Tllose who were 
newly initiated into their mysteries, were informed bYJ,h:;I\ra" 

'sons, ,who they were, md the barbarous events they '!!J~scap
ed, and the resolutions they had taken, secretly to increase their 
numbers, re·estli.bli.h their order, and take possession again of 
1heir estates. The Templars then offered' their brethren, the 
Masons, their assistance, in taking their revenge, and as a com
mon cause to accept the tribute from'them, of the most just grat
itude an'd thankfulness. The Grand Elected Knights, and Prin
ces Masons, approved tbeir designs, accepted their offers, nnd 
agt:eed among themselve~ instead of the oharacter of their order, 
wbich was a cross, to use tbe sign, token, and word of Masons, 
and by the' conformity of several analogies, (events in their his
tory,) 'persuaded them that' the different 'signs of Masons would 
put them entirely under cover, against the maliciousness of such 
as 'Gerard Labe,' or 'BmoitMehvy,' should they undertake to 
be admitted into the oraer, and that they should not entrust tbe 
true secret to any but those whom they had tried, and of whom 
tbey had the utmost confidence. After having made them pass 
through the different degrees which we know in Masonry, the, 
birth of which was taken from the construction of Solomon's 
temple, until its destrllction; characterise!i by the most remark-
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able events, aod .by 1m event entirely analoaous to tlae destru(. ... 
tion of the Knights Templars, wbom, as elects of Masonry, «:rj· 
eth only to revepge the death of tbeir I\lulitrious Grand Master, 
and retake their poSllesslon. lUy !lear brot4er, froUl the .d~ee 
of Master Mason that you nave,roceived, aqd frOUl]'OUr ,having 
learned to sbed tears at the tolXlh of Himm Abitr, have you Dot 
been disposed to take vengeanc;el Did they Got show you the 
traitor, Jubelum Akirop, (or Abiram,) in Jbe 1DQSt dreadful c,ol
ors, Would it be exaggerating to PQmparo the cODdllct of Phil
ip, the fair, with hisl and to compare the two inftlmous infonnem, 
'Ger.mj Labe,' and 'Be"oit M .. ",Uf/,' t~ the two ,villains whe) 
joined Akirop, to murder Uimm Abun Do they. not.kindle in 
your heart the sl\me revenge which those FeUow Crafts desOlT
cd, and was e.xecuted on theml 

The trials you have gone through, to leam ~e historical £acts 
of the ancient Bible; do they not serve to D)ake an impression on 
your heart and enable YOll' to make a just applicatiQD of the de41th 
of Hiram AbUf, in comparing it with that of James de lUolay? 
By the degree of 'Elected KQights of Nine,' wbero your heart 
was disposed to revengQ, you ha.ve been prePl'fed to the impla
cable hatred that you nave ."orn to the.Knights of Maltll, 011 
whom you ought to re~e.nge the deqth of Jamu Del\lolay. As 
a Grand E,Iec~, youhavo acquired; by yOIU' proved .discretion 
::: 8yl&lbolic Masonry, the ligbt which !ClI.VCS n~ Qloro for 
you to desire, than your aubmiesiaa -to the Degree of the Suhlime 
Princes or tho Royal Secret, our Chief .ad ~rand EJeoted of the 
Order, who bas bestowedon),ou &hia aiogularfu.or. Tbisis,mjl 
Most Illustrious brother,how, IIJld by wb.otQ, Masonry ill derived 
and has been ttaQSmitted to UII. You ougbt to see w~it.is"to 
enter to our lawful t:ights, wbich leu. us to associate with men 
whom merit, bravery, and good mauners gh~es tilles to; which 
only birthrights grant to the. ancestors .of tho Templars. You 
are now a Knight, al\d on o.l~el.with tbelll; you baJO the same 
hazards to run, as much from .the side of envy al persecution, 
which you may elilcape by keeping carefully your obligatiQD, and 
secreting from the vulgar, yOtlr~te and ",bQt yoa are. . 

flaving attained to this degree of light, which you merit, and 
the knowledge wo have ,of .your manners, :we Ilre pegua.ded that 
our .confidence towards you, will be sulicieot ~o ~ you ap
prehend, how important it is to 'QUi .not to Iae the cause of our 
reponting your initiation. We ~now 10U too weU, to a.ve the 
least doubt of you. We therefore did ~ol besitlde to e1lligbtell 
you into the Jrue interests of the order, ... d that by your unitiag
yourself to qs, with Illlinc:.em IIlJbQ)i.ssiQQ, will acqui.Te that pet ..... 
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reation your zeal deserVes. You are now in the rank of those 
who shall be' elected to the grand work. When once your name 
is in the urn of Y0UT' election, the delicious perfumes' of your ac
tions will bring you to the true happiness of your desire, which I 
wish you. Amen. Amen: Amen. 

A:fter this discourse the 'Grand Commander knocks one great 
1>low on the table; in order'to call,the four Knights to enter into 
the chapter, wlio were out. After which the Grand Commander 
fmistles the r~cepti!)D, and gives tho new Knight the sign, token, 
and 'avord. He armw him and decorates him with the attributes, 
>Rnd 'communicatell ,the na:mEl he must take in future, which is un
.common to aU Others, and is Knight' Kad<llfh, or Knight of the 
Wliite and Bluck Eagle, instelid of Knight 'remplars. 

Tbe JEWEL iss'red cross, as' before del!cribed, but in the 
Toom of'that, now'ins a black spread ~gte, with two heads 8OS

'Pended to a broad order of' fiety, bloody color, wom from the 
left shoulder tb1horlgbt'hip; Th~ eagle, as if going to fly, with 
a naked swonHIi Iris clllWS'~ , 

The brother wbo desires to' be better acquainted with the 
foregoing interesting -history of the KnigbtlrTemplars, may con
sult the following authors, viz:-Villancus' History; History of 
,..ll OrdElrs, by M1l'lbai, '(in Paris;} History of Malta, by Verto; 
.anl1an essay eft Paris, by St.Foix~ 

LECTtulE. 
Q. Are yail a GrIlttd' E1eeted?- k. I nm; Thrice nIustrious 

.K.'nigh1. Q: Who receiVed you in this degree. A. A'worthy 
Deputy Grand IhS)Yeetol", by the consent of twb others. Q. 
Wliat was done with you~ A. He created' me Knight. Q. 
How Cab I'beUeve you' A. My name, which I'leave, ,will COD
vinCe you. ~ What is yout nil1ilet A. Radosh, or Knigllt of 
the m~ckEagIO'. Q. Was any thing'else t;lbne t(j you? A. 
The Deputy Inspector' .dOrt1edme Wl'th the bab1t, n'bbon, and 
jewel of the ordet. ~ Whettl have you received th*, prize of 
your"eiectiont !t. I have reeei1ed it'in '1\ 've'ty c1e-ep 'grotto, and in 
the ~let'1M ofilia' liight.· ~: To'what'do you applytol A~ I 
w6l'1t'l\tith all my mirbt:aDthtrength to niistJ an edifi~e"worthy 
101 mothers. Q; What prbgl1liS have 'yoU ~~de'f A~. ~ have 
-eoi'lquered 'ilie 'knoWledg~ 'of'the nlyllt~riO\ldidder; Q~ Of what 
is that ladder' cmnpOfe'd'l' A!; 'rwO' 8lJ~t1e'ts 'arid' step!!. Q. 
Wtiat are'the' naffle.' of' th& two 'lJ\Jpt)orfitir. Ii; 0 !Lebdr Riot, 
,0 :£eli' BtJyttbtJe; Q> Wliat d~'!Iign' ba'te thelie 1wo" sll'pportersT, 
A. The' firQ'i8'ttm'lCrve'otG~, dd,·the othetthe'l()\'e'(i~our' 
,ne1gbliol'B. Q; What'Me' the 'l&ftW stepa of' the mystel'lOUS 
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ladder? A. The virtue. which 1 mlllt practice, conrormable to 
my obligations. Q. Name them to me. A. Iud1&alad, prac
tice or works of mercy. 2d. ScluJrltJbac. Candor of our actiODS. 
3d. NotetTe. Sweetness or character whicb aU brethren must fol. 
Jow. 4th. Emunoh. Truth in discourse. 5l1a. HtJfIllUi& Sciata. 
Advancement to tbe practice of Heaven. 6th. Salxul. Patience in 
adversity. 7th. C1&oemel, BiMA, Tabinala. Signifies that we must 
be prudent to keep sccret every matter confided to us. Q. What 
nrc. your ordinary pass words? A: MtIflChi,., a name of the Grand 
Master most renowned am(lng the Solitaries, known by the nllme • 
or Kadosb. Q. What signifies that name. A. ~litary or sep" 
arate. Q. W'bat was tbe answer of the 89litapes, when they 
were asked to wbat they pretended? A. .lJbare1ria1&,B.ch4lget, 
.!1donai, Talmid, Tehill411w Bephy; which is, I w~1l bless God at 
all times, and will praise bim with my m.outh. Q. Do. they 
never say any thing else!. A. Yea, theys.., also, Begutrod, Sli
lIecium, BNCey; which i., I will assist the poor, IN1d always su ....... 
tain them with all my might and power. Q. How comes the 
crolB surmounted with the eagltJ and the sword? A. That is, 
that it shall remember to employ my sword, iJl the fullness of 
time, under the banner of the black eagle, to support the order •. 
Q. Where did you workl A. In a place of securil], to re-estab
lish secretly, the edifice ruined by the traitors. Q; What sUC •. 
cess do you expect from it! A. The right of virtue, the accord 
of brothers, and the po&sel8ione of our forefathers, . and "'ft'
IMtiag /uJppirau" Q. Have you sheel teNS! A. I have. Q. 
Have you wore mourning' A. Yes, I Weal it stiU. Q. Why do 
you wear itt A. Because virtue is despised, and as long as vice 
reigns, innocence will be oppressed and crimes will be left un
punished. Q. What is it that will punish vice.and .reward vir-

. tuel A. The Great Architect of the Universe alone. Q. How 
so. A. To favor our designs and desires. [Here every brother 

. says three times, 'G,od favor·our designs.'] Q. Have you aay 
other name than KGdoIh, or Knight of the Black Eagle? A. 1 
have still the name of Adam to teach me, that from the most low 
J must go to the most high. Q. Give me the sign of knowledge 
against surprise. A. Here it is, [and he gives it in the foUow
ing manner. He puts his right hand on the heart of a biothor~ 
in the same manner as with the poniard in the degree of 'N.inG 
Elected,'-then give the token of the 'Grand Elected,' and then 
both strike the right knee.] Q. How CJme you to carry.your fin
gers extended on your heart! A, That my trust ts iq GoeL 
.Q. How came you after tbat to extend ,our band! A. To show 
,(0 JOy brother that he is welc~ to .,1 ill Dl1 power, and to m; 
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courage lim to tlengeance 1'* Q. How came you to let your band 
fhlI on 10l,lr right kneel A. To show we must bend our knees 
to adore God. Amen. End of the Lecture. 

To cIo8e.-Q. What's the o'clock? A. The break of day 
dtmonstnlJes. Gr. Com. 'Irthe break of day demonstrates, Jet 
us departfor ret/eage.' After wbichthe-Grand Oommander puts 
his hand on bis beart; then lets it fall OD his right knee, which is 
answered. by all; then the Gra~d Commander embraces each, 
aad each other all aroulld.and then the ebapter is closed. 

* 'Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord:; 

, 
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FRENCH DEGREES. ---.. 
• 

The following degretll, with some othen,are conferred in France and in tLilJ 
country as Honora\')' De~ The reader, perbaps, may not bave beeR 
opprilMld that tbe maBODlC systems of diffilrent countries vary much after 
the Master'e Degree. 

THE DEGREE OF 

"ELU· DE PERIGN AN." 

Descriptio'; of the lodge.-Tbe room represents the cabinet of 
SOLOMON, huug with many colors, ligltted by twenty-seven lamps, 
distributed by 3 times 9. Solomon, dressed in royal robes, sits 
in the east-holds a blue sceptre, gilt :with a luminous triangle 
at the top, emblematical ofhis wisdom; power, and benevolence. 
Solomon wears gloves, adomed with a black fringe, and his apron 
(white,) trimmed with mver lace. HirtM, king of Tyre,is dressed 
like Solomon, and holds a large poniard in his band. 

Dru,.-The brethren are clad in blac~, and wear a small . 
breastplate on the left side, on which is embroidered in silver a 
death's head, a bone, and a dagger Get"06', surrounded by these 
words, 'Vaincre ou mourir:' (Victory or death.) They wear a 
black sash, four fingers wide, from right to left, with the same 
words on it. On the bottom is a black rose, from which is sus
pended a poniard.' The apron is of white lambskin, lined and 
trimmed with black. On the 1J~p is a 'death', head,' with a bone 
and a sword aero". On the upper part of the apron is repre
sented a lar~ drop, or tear, and on the sides and below eight 
smaller tears; at the bottom, is a branch of cassia; the gloves are 
white, bordered with black. 

Officer •• -The Master is styled 'Mo.t Rupectable,' and sits 
in the east. The Wardens are styled 'VenertJble;' one in the 
south, the other in the north. 

Ceremony of opening.-.Master. 'Brother S. W. are we well 
'tyled1' S. W. 'M. R. we are.' M. 'Venerable S. ,W. as an 
'Elu de Perignan,' do you know any thing besides the 'etters N. 
N.1' S. W. 'I know the letter P.' M: 'At ~~t0111 is a 

* Rlu means 'Elert.' , - .). 
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iodge of this degree to be opened'l' S. W~ 'At the commence
meDt of Right, or the end of day.' M. 'What is the hourl' S. 
W. 'The end of day.' Master knocks 3 times 9, gives the sign, 
and says, 'Give notice, ~rother Wardens in the south and north, 
that the lodge is opened.' (This is done.) After the brethren 
are seated, Master ~ys, 'Venera~le brothers 8. and J. Wardens, 
is there any thing to be .proposed1 'Master of Ceremonies' rises 
and says, 'There is an 'Elect of Nine,' who wishes to learn the 
mysteries of this degree.' Maater. 'Brother M. of (;. go to the 
candida,te, examine him on his former degrees, and introduce him 
in due and ancient form.' 

Recepliat,.-·The candidate should be Jed through rough, bushy 
places to the cavern, where is a buming bush; after viewing thil, . 
be is led into the lodge. dressed as an 'Elect of Nine,' (which is 
in black,) and placed in the west, between the two W.ardens • 

. Master. 'What is. your desirel' Caadidate. 'To receive the 
Degree of 'Elu de Perignan." M. 'My brethren, do you be
lieve this candidate to be worthyl' The J. W. and M. of t;. re
ply, .'We do.' M. 'Brother M. of C. cause the candidate to 
trav~' Candidate pasliles to the east, by the way of the south, 
and returns. again to the west; he then goes directly to the east, 
and returns tD the west twice; he goes to the east, by the way of 
the north, and retumsagain to.thewes!., and then goes directly to 

• the altar in the east, to take the obligation. 
ObligatioB.-I swear and promise on my word of bonor, on 

.the faith of an honest man, in the presence of the Grand Archi
tect of the universe, and before this assembly, to guard and pre
serve the mysteries of this degree, which has been conferred on 
me, not only from the profane, but from all of an inferior degree, 
under the peualties of all my former obligations; and I .~onsent, 
if I violate this obligation, to _ve my tongue torn out by the 
roots. ilay God keep me in this, kc. Amen. 

LECTURE. 

. Master. Do you, as an 'Elu de Perignan,' knQw any thing be
.sides. the letters N. N.1 S. W. Yes; I kn., .tIle letter P. M . 
. What does that letter sigDifyl 8. W. It is thdxitial of ~ name 
of·the stranger woo discovered to Solomon where the ruftian 
Akirop, otherwise. called Abiram, was concealed. M. Pro
nOQllC6 the name. S. W •. Perignao.M. How were you intro
duced into the lodp1 S. W. By 3 timea 9. :M. What do these 
.fy1· 8. W. r~ first 9 signifies, that I walt one of the nine 
eleet, who .were ch()seD to se,.rch for the __ .of our Respec
able Master, 'Hiram Abiffi' tlte seo.ond 9, \ the oumbel" of Ma-
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soDs who searched for the body'cri' Hiram Abiff: and the last 9, 
the t1ne gates -of 'he temple, the first Gran. ' Mailters, !IDd the 
tJuee Wows, 8trUek by the three as&assins, on the bo'dy of Hiram A..... M. What d8'the letters A. !K. 'and G .• OD the eatpet, sig
uifY' S. W. The RamCS 1)f 1lle assassjDs «" oor ~spectab1e 
Master, Hi .... Abitf. M. What were their namest s. W. 
Akir~, or A-hiram, Kmnuvil, and Gravolet. M. How 4d they 
station themselves to accomplish their desi~T S. W. KUIJI\lviJ 
W88 at the south gate, anned with the twenty-four inch gauge
Gnvolet at the west ![ate, armed with the fl'q\l8l'e, afld AlriJ'op at 
the east gate, armed with the gavel. M. How did the stranger 
p~ di8COlt'er'that Airirop was con~d in the cavern? S. 
W. PerignaR was at work -by the light of ,a b1llf)ing bush, Dear 
which was a cavern. His dog suddenl, began'to bark, and look
ing towards the mouth of the C!lvertl, he 8I1W a man who appear
ecf terrified, suddenly look out anll immediately retire. Moved 
by curiosity, Perignan entered the cavern. ,Akirop, findiBg bim
self discovered, threw himself at 'hiS' feet, confussed' hie guilt, and 
entreated mm to keep it secret, kissed his hand, and besought 
him to procure him SOdle food. M. W11y did tbe stranger inform 
SoiemoD of thisf S. W. In obedience to aproclamation issued 
by Solomoa, and that justice might be done. M. How long ditI 
Perigoan fUl'llish Akirop with food, befdre be gave iftiiowmation to 
Solomon? S. W. Seven days. M. Wby did he Det info"" the. 
king sooner! S. W. He was ignorant of the existence Mthe 
proclamation, until be saw· it at a village where he went to pur
chase fuod for'l\lUMp Illl.d himself. M. What is the word of this 
chgree1 S. W. 'JtlMbonj' which signifies, 'Thanks 10 God, 
tire criminal is ptmiBhed!' M. 'What is the -sign1 S. W. To 
mkke the motion of l$\ring out the tongue, .... ith the btmds ex
_dad. M. WMt iIJ the ansWer to thill sign? S. W. To lift 
the eyes and hands te beaveD, 88 if imploring mercy! M. From 
what are thesll signs taken? 8. W. Partly from my obligation, 
and partly from the surprise which Akirop manifested when he 
was _~. M. Wbat is the token? ,8, \'i.' To present 
the haM to a brothet, who lrisses it. ·lU. ·To'what·doeII this'to
ken reWe1 8. tw. To the fad that Akirop iissM ~ ~ of 
~aat, that he mi«td itldu~ him to 'he silewt re~til1g .. dis
COVlery. M. lftmt ri& 'the }Miss ~ 'So W. \8".,....;,_bie'h 
~t ~1Ii.' -or CWlu""".' M .. Wftahft&4o'n& 1riIh the 
IwMd ~ illts truSian1 8. W. SolODlOb ~aused it \0 he embekafItI 
.. pIacW .. tlle east ~ ~.e ttlmp~, witll a poniard jwBt 
.... it, .. t it MiPt itelilMlI. tlifd4lle ~ W ~n~ •. 

i . It. WlM "" tf@nifted "the.mij :~lJnttl:tlJ, Wohwh yoU diHe 
~. 
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~ ~ . ., ~tiont _Ik W. The .. ..,. Mrirep re-
~ •••• H •..•• aIed .H .. =. clWVe .... 
. The Is eto14;C:.:! 3 tim~ thaH'H knocks 

the Mii;c:4:ii~ • ......... 
THE DT'iiT~~E OF 

ii:J1 (JRiT~CT. H 

Ducription, .}c.-The carpet or floor, is an obloag square, 

~::=~ east i_d :;;;~ iit t~: I:~;: e~d i~ii ~~"~~~::i~i~~= 
aBgle, are letters G. L-iwIgle eoclosed in a circle. 
The lodge is bung with black and lighted by tweuty-one caodles, 
eighteen of which are placed by niDe, in. two chandeliers. The 
dil·oneis gii14iited Oii til'liie step14, i}ii one side an altai, iibichii 
Tlaced a iiible, CO~bii14}i sqlJiiY«14, bdaogle a chan,I14Ri}l, wi~ 
the three remaining lights and an urn, coDtaiaiug a golden trowel 
uda~stemade ~filour,~ilk,?~ana wine. !he breihrenwearan 

::~~:~ ~~~~ii':=',~~Y::!::'~:ii_aee. ·I:';'l::::s:~r~;'::.:~~~n. 
which the jewel is attached by a blue rose. [The jewel is a tri
&Dg1ie,] The jewels of the oBicers are WOOl lVithin the triangle. 
TIie brel!ht14fi are with S14iu"ls . and coveriiAj. On the 

is a codtl1dii. Tbii .b:!.aster 'T'iiE'.sents' bTii.z'lIIoJr, 
a.Qd is caI1ed 'POWUFVL MUTBR.'1'he 'Wardens are called, 
'R'e6pectable,' and the brethrE)n, IV eaerable.' 

Openind,-Master knocks (!!! I!!I) the W £i£clens re-
IT""it it. J:!dg,izer. h_ther ~iiidens, me in 
"ITluDing Rudge ArchiKiieit.' W iiEdz:ns give ::::dee tha%: 
the Master is ,about to open the lodge. M. 'Arewe weU tyled1' 
S. W. 'We are, ,P'lwerful ~aster;' .,\t. 'Respectable Wardens, 

prevent £g::dve frz»m e£ichbre~"r the W orJ 
ffnd Toke:: and them 'Tbe 
do this and say, brethren are aU Petit Architects.' M. 
'Brotber S. W. what is tbe hour?' S. W. 'The first instant, the 

c~~~~iOH 6: which (~~dB;.~~~;:C~ ~:E?lft::?e~ 
instant, the first hour, the first day, in which the Grand Mchiteet 
employed in tile creation of the universe. It is the first hour, the 

day, iitst 'lihen SO£:?fH'lin com:E?Hiieed thi' Lemple.- .,' 
~bi£ first ilie hour, the insteeKf for Ocl:E?fmg this· 
lodge. It time to commence our labors. f S. W.· f My breth-

* Minor Architect. 
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ten it is die .. day; the fuafhotir, 81lCl the fiIIt.-. wbu. ow 
Powerful Master opens this lodge of 'Petit Arebitect,·· The Jodae 
of Petit Architect is Qf*l'" The Junior W ardeo "peats.the 
same words. . . 

ReeeptioB.-The candidate is placed in a room, lighted by a lit
tle lamp placed on the 800r. The Master of Ceremonies leaves 
him, and, entering the lodge, gives the key of the preparation 
room to the Secretary and Treasurer, who KO tQ the candidate 
and receive his dues for the degree. The Master of Ceremo
mes returns, and divests the candida,te of all wear,>Ds, which are 
carried into the lodge. He blindfolds .the candidate, and ties a 
TOpe with a slip noose on his wrist, and leads him into the lodge, 
giving the alarm, lite. as usual: he places him between the War
dens, one of whom SllVS, 'Powerful Master, the candidate is pres
ent with us.' .MaBter. 'My brother, this degree cannot be ob
tained, unless you give us sati .. factory proof that you have not 
been an accomplice in the death of our Master, Hiram AbifF.
To assure us of this, we 'require you to participate in a symbolic 
offering of the portion of the heart of our Respectable Master, 
Hiram, which we have preserved since his 88sas.sination. Y 011 

are to swallow the portion which'we shall present to you. Every 
faithful Mason of this degree may receive it, but it C8BDot remain 
·in the body of one who is perjured. Are you dispost-d to submit 
to this proon' .a.m. 'Yes.' MaBter. 'Respertable Wardens, 
cause the candidate to adVance by three steps to tbe place where 
dae um is deposited, containing l\·hat is to be presented to him!' 
fThe um is placed on the allar.] The candidate is brought'by 
three steps to the altar-he kneels on one knee-his right hand 
resting on thetri'angle placed on tbe Bible: Maslet'. 'BefOle we 
admit you to this august participation, you must give us an assur
ance of your fidelity. Are you wining to take upon you an obli
gation belonging to tbis degreel'.a.'fI8. 'Yes.' 

ObligatiOfl.--I promise, under the same 'obligations which I 
have already contracted, and in the presence of this august as
sembly, to hold, guard, and conceal the s4!lcrets of this Degree of 
Petit Architect, and never to reveal them to anyone of an' inferior 
degree, or to any other person, under the penalty o'f being depriv
ed of that honorable burial which was given to our Honomble 
~aster. : .... inally, I promise to support Masonry with all my pow
er, and to assist my brethren, as far as lies in my power •. So 
mote it r~. 

The .Master talring the trowel, presents with it a portion of the 
paste to the candidate, who swallows it. .MaBter. 'This mystic 
oblation, which we partake with you, forms henceforth a tie so 
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i1ltiaelu~le that Ilotbiog can-break it; lay wida me, uri with aD 
the brabren-W 0 to him who shall diamite usl' Muter raises 
th8 candidate and the Wardeos conduct him to the, west b, three 
steps backwtmis. Muter. 'My brether, one thing which you 
come here to learn is, that you ought BeTer to refuse to ooDf"eu 
your. fallk8;, obs~y ought to be banished from the heart of 
every good Mason.' . , 

,The ,Wardeoa seize the candidate, and place him on his haodfl 
and knees, his face towards the floor, nearly touching the 'blaz
ing star,' and his mouth on the letter G. In this position, the I. 
W. removes the bandage from his eyes, and the S. W. covers his 
body with a black cloth; {covering his head so that be BeeS no
thing except the star.) 

Maater. 'My brother, what do'you at' CaRdidoIe. 'The 
letter G, in a blazing star." M. 'What does thatletter signifyt' 
({. 'Glory, Grandeur, and Ge.ometry.' M. 'Does it signify any 
thing eisel' C. 'Yes;.,..-GoD.' M. 'My brother, that is the 
name of the Grand Architect of the universe! Your position 
represents that in which our Respectable Master was buried; that 
is, his face towards the blazing star, his mouth on the letterG _ en
graved on a golden plate of a triangoiar form, which is emblematic 
of tbree mystic angles united in one. The circle represents the 
immensity of space, and' also the space enclosed in the third part of 
the temple, call~d the 'holy of holies,' and in Hebrew, 'Hektd.' Do 
you promise us, that if, during the journey you are about to make 
through the forests and, mountains, you should diSCO'fer any ac
complices in th!" death of Hiram, you will arrest them at the haz
ard of your life1' .a.m. 'Yes.' The Master }mocks one, as a 
signal to tbe Wardens to raise the candidate, to remove his bonds 
and cause him to make' the tour of the lodge eighteen times, 
rthese are reduced usually to 'three, six, or nine;] by the way of 
the north, south, and' east. , When this is done, the S. W. an
nounces it to the Master. w\:futer. 'Havfl you met with no ob
stacles in your joumey1' Catulidate. 'No.' Muter. 'It is with 
mucbjoy I proceed to recompense your ze~ for Masonry, by 
conferring on you the rank of' Petit Jl.rchitect,' with the direction 
of the works of the temple: Approach and learn the mysteries of 
this degree.' The S. W. takes oft" the . apron of the candidate, 
whicb IJIl throws on the floor, and CBUses the candidate to adV8.Rce 
to the throne by three steps, (of a Master' Mason.) l'Iaster gives 
the candidate the apron of this degree, saying, 'Your business 
hereafter consists in architecture, and in completidg the omarnents 
of the temple.' Master gives the candidate the cordon, jewel, 
and glO'DeB, and says, 'We have in this degree one~, a 101m&, 
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ad two 1Ji§. _or which is eaDed tile -'PIWaip" ~ 
JlOIIe eUI ..... the roqe wiIboat gWiIIg it. It is.veII tIIIIIIt ~ 
.. ,., 'Ale you aa An:bitectt' lIt·the same time-pJacifJg m. tigbt 
haad on his ~ hip, .die tIIwW andj'.t1N flag. being ebld, ...... 
ing his·eyu to be.feD, _1BIIking a motioll as thoup .., n!JIIreat 
baclnnris. The ether .. wers by doing cbe_1JIiIR-on ,. 
left hip, with his left hand, and saying, 'I am.' . . 

The other sign in denumdiJlg, is maille by c....,ag the :right -
bald to the heart, then carrying the hand diagoIIalIy'to tbe top of 
tM foreltead, the.thumb toucbiag the foreilead, fermiDg • triaDgIe, 
aDd ~ placing dte um 8C1'OI8 the·heDy. The 4I1lIIIWel' is to car
ry t1te rigbt band opea' to dae • side, and making. mmlment 
as if to retire, and p1aciDg the right foot bebind the .Ieft, 80 U to 
form • .......,.. The '1AiktM' is that of giving the 'Past Master's' 
'tokeR,' t"Nce pI'Onooociog each time 0Ile syltaWe of the word, 
'Ga-ba-oa;' (French;) Gib-eooB, (English., 'Go salute your 
brethren, and return to'me.' After he has dolK" 1'10, Master Baye, 
'My bJOther, aftertbe deMh of 'Hiram,' the labor. were Jigtlter. 
Solomon, wilIiag to Pltify ~ dMirea of the Jlastel'8, resolved 
to chooee 8Ilolherr new Architect {(]I' dae work. For ibis PUl'p08e 
he usemblecl die moat· wordrJ Maaters, distinguished'by their 
genius, capacity, aud virtues, in dae hall of bill palace. By the 
plans which were presented to bim, he 8Icertained that the first 
part of the buildiag was perfected. He named 80IDe of ~e8e 
·Mutera 'Petit ArdIiteots.' Tbeir eagagements were the same 
which you baTe taken, and whic::ft entk1e you to their l'IlDk. Long 
may you .y tbi8 J'IDk with honor to yourself and advaatage 
to us!' 

. LECTURE. 

The Master, giving the'pau 'lgn,' says, Respectable brother 
.S. W. are you a Petit Arcbitectl S. W. PoWenulMaster, lam. 
M. In 1that place were you received? S. W. In the circle of 
the square, and the holy of J.aoIies. M.What does \ht circle 
signify? S. W. The .eternity of the G. A. who has .neither be
gimUng DOl' end. M. What does the square signify! S. W. 
The oblong square of the tomb·ef Hiram. M.' What is signified 
by the holy of holiesl S. W. The space Within the mangle, 
where the aame of the G. A. is ,engraved. M. By what means 
were you received as a P. A.l S. W. By the eemeDtwtlicll was 
empkIyed in laying the stones of the temple. M. What cement 
wu ~t S. W. A mystic cement, composed of flour, 
rodk, l!riM. andoU. 1\1. Whatdoestiaisrepreseott S. W. The 
ftour .repreaeats goodrJetg; die miIk,geotleneas; the wine, streJl!tb; 
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th8 '(iii, wisdom:4ua1ities wmell distinguished OUr Respectable 
Master. M. How was he buried? S. W. His face to the cen
tre, his mouth on the letter G. en.,"l'8ved within the blazing star. 
M. In what phice? . S. W. Behind the B8IIlCtuary~ M. Did 
Solomon suffer the death of Hiram to remain unpunished? S. 
W. N~. He named those Arcbitects, who "ere williogto engage 
themselves by new promises, to pursue his murderers. M. How 
did the Architects pursue them'l S. W. They traveBed roUnd 
mOUDt Lebanon three times seven, visited the neighhoring moun
tains, imd the moSt secret places, unti they were discovered. M. 
What was he called, who kille.-I Hiram? S. W. Akirop, or Abi
ram; ~ch signifies ass8.Ssin,.or murderer. M. How did you 
come to this degree! S. W. By three steps fOrwaM ad three 
backward. M. In what \lave you been employed'! 8. W. In 
perfect architecture, in composiDg and in forming the triangle, 
placed in the tomb of Hiram. M. Describe tlaat work. S. W. 
'!'he middle contains the letter G.· and the corners, the letten S. 
U. G. M. What do those letters !lignify? S. W. The G. is the 
inititll of the word 'GOD;' the S. of the WoM 'SubmtmOR;' the 
U. of'Ubitm;' aod theG. of the word ~:'-thepndwonl 
said to be the first word pronounced J)y the first man. M. Have 
you no other letters in your looge? 8. W. We have the lettem 
M; B. "bich signify the word- which we do not pronounce aloud, 
and which Was uttered in raising the body of our Resp. Master; 
and three' other letters ~ brass, incrusted on the border of bitt 
tomb. M. Give me those letters, with their significatioD. S. W. 
They are M. A.S. The M. signifies '.MDriak,' theD8JDe of the 
IIIOllftrain where the temple stood; the A. Vl#lmUra.,' or Hiram, 
the Maner; and the S. 'Sto/ei",; M. Were yourlahors cOIIined 
to the temple alenel S. W. No; I have traced a cimIe by its 
cireum(erence, upon a space which we tema the holy of holies. 
M. What does that circumference signify? I-i. W. The eternity . 
of the .supreme Being, which geometry repreaeDts to us. onder 
that eDlDIem. M. What are your marks? S. W. Two lips, a 
word, • token. M. What do you call the to_1 S. W. 1'be 
double·arab. M. Give me the 'pass wvrd/' S. W. Ga-ba-on. 
(Gibeon, accordiag to the FAJgIish BibIe.) .II. Give me the 
graad word. S. W. 'GoXBZ,' . . 

Olosi1lf:r.-M. 'My brethren, it is the 1atDtst-t, the Jathour, . 
tire last day 1tbieh the .Masblr of the oaivefIII!J .,.ploye.t in the 

. creation; it is the last instant, the last hour, IIId the lut day 
when SolomOB wrought in buil4log *' Wmple; and &be 1 .. t'iD
stant when Architects ought to labor. It is time for us to repoee.' 
He knocks 7, which is repeated'bytbe WardeDl, and the M~l' . 
says, 'My brethren, the lodge is closed!' 
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THE. DEGREE OF 

"GRAND ARCHITECT," 

OR OOMPAGNON ECOSSOIS. 

The lodge is divided into two ~, by a black curtain be~ 
hind the throne. Near the throne is tlie altar, on which is the 
Bible, a double triangle, a square, a compass and a plan of the 
temple finished, as far as the third stQry •. The whole lodge is 
bung with red, adomed with hyacinth flowers, but the bangiDgs 
of the first apartment should be covered with a black'drapery, 
which may be removed when the proper time arrives. This first 
apartmeDt is illuminated by twenty-seven lights, distributed by 
3 tirnes t. The tides of the officers are the same as in the pre
ceding degree. The carpet, or flooring, only differs in having 
the triangle double. The jewel is a double triangle formed with 
a compus and level, and contained within a golden circle. The 
head of the compass has a goldAJl sun, whose rays touch the head 
of the level. l'his jewel is wom by a large red -cordon* from 
left to right. In the first apartment, when hung with black,· the 
cordon of the jewel is black ; but the instant the hangings are 
changed, the cordon is changed also. . 

8ertmtl ,sparlment.-( Used in the next degree~) Behind the 
black curtain is an 'altar,' with masonic emblems painted on it, 
tt is erected on seven steps and lighted with eighty-one candles, 
placed in a triangular form. Above it is a transparent painting 
representing a 'glory,' surrounded br. seven celestial intelligences'. 
In the middle a luminous 'triangle,' in which is written 1\'''-; on 
the edge of the cloud appear seven angel's heads. The ark of 
alliance supported by two cherubims, covering it with their wings. 
Before the ark is a lamb, reposing aD a book sealed with seven 
seals. Before the ark, on the right, is the brazen sea. ' On each 
side of the room are placed five urns, in the middle is the altar of 
burnt offerings, the golden candlestick, and table of shew-bread. 

Openmg.-The Powerful Master, seated on a moveable throne, 
knocks 1, which is repeated by the Wardene, and Master says, 
'Most Respectable Wardens, before the openiDg of this lodge of 
Grand Architects, examine the brethren, and ade if all the aveJIues 
of the temple are tuaMecL' This is done, and J. W. says, 
'1'. M. all.the bretluen present are G. A. and all the avenues of 
the temple are guarded.' 

Moater.-'MDst BeBpe_ble Wardens, assist me in opening 

• Collar. 
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tWa lodge of G. A., Respectable S. W. what is the hourl' The 
response and the residue of the cereDlOby of opening, is the same 
as in the degree of P. Architect. 

'ReceptiOn.-The candidate being divested of all weapoDs, and 
htinded and lead to the door, the Master of Ceremonies gives the 
alarm of the P. Architect. The J. W. knocks, the alarm of this 
degree; whicn is repeated by the S. W. and then by the Master. 
J. W. _ys, '~spectable brother S. W. some one knocks at the 
door after the- manner of a P. Architect!' S. W. 'Powerful 
MaBter, some one lawcks at the door,' &c. Mat. 'Venerable 
brother S. W. see who knoclRs.' J. W. goes to the door; gives 
the :alarm of a P. A. which is ,an8W!lred from without, and he asks, 
'What is your desire~' M. oj C. 'Here is a br. P. A. who wishes 
to be examined, that he may receive the degree of G. A. The J. 
W. slmtsthe door and repeats to the S. W., who repeats to the M. 
Master. 'Respectable brother' J. W. demand his name, if he is 
properly prepared, and bas resolution to undergo the severe trials 
as all G .. A. have.40ne, who have gone this way before him.' The 
J. W. does this, and rep6l!ts the answers 6f candidate to S. W. 
who reports to Master. Brethren all rise, and Master says, 'My 
brethren, the second-story of the temple according to the Supreme 
orders-It is'necessary that it should be elevated another story, 
which will be the height which it ought to have according to the 
designs given by the G. A. of the universe. The direction of 

• this part of our work has been reserved for the G. A. who is to 
replace Hiram. The work ought to be deferred no longer; it 
must be completed before our next meeting. .It is necessary that. 
the Architect who presents himself, should make us acquainted 
with the justice of his plans, since none but skilful G. Architects 
can bring ilie temple to perfection. Is it your wish, my ~rethren, 
that we should admit and examine him who is at the doorl' Breth
ren assent by clapping hands three times. .lUMtey.'Brother J. W. 
cause 'Moabon' to be introduced in due fo~.' Candidate is 
led in, and placed in the west, his feet or toes on the points of the 
squar~. MQ3ter knocks 1 for order, J. W. knocks 7, (alarm of 
G. A.) this is repeated by S. W. and by Master. J. W. says, 
4Powerful Master, you behold 'Moabon,' who : desires to obtain 
the degree. of G. A.' Mqster. 'My brother, the degree which 
you desire to obtain, is one of high rank. The perfecting of the 
temple is a work of such importance, that we fear you will not 
submit.~ the trials to wbJch we subject those whom we admJt. 
Yet the necessity of finding a worthy successor to Hiram, rend~rs 

• it necessary to prove those who think themselves capable of fillmg 
his place. It is neceSSllI'1 to make -the tour of the temple twenty-

Digitized by Coogle -



300 LIQJI'II ON tiS.OY. 

seven ti_, which I _e JedOced to lliae, for die. purpoIIe of ex ... 
alDining aM work. Ii is alIo neceI8&ry to produce .. plaa d .. :". 
with exacme88. You wiD present this to the. G. A. wllp wiUjlldge 
whether you are worthy to replace Hiram, wholJl we. ba1\8 lost!' 
)(aster Imocka 1, 88 a Rgnal for the J. W. to lead candidate rouad 
the 10.; he alao puts dae plan in the haods of>tbe candidate; he 
travels as in the de~ of P. A. J. W. ~8 1, aod BaJ&; 
'1le8peciable brotll. s. W. 'Moalaoa' has finished.his myatelioua 
travels.' S. W. repeats this to the Master. .Mo.atn.'~ lmw 
ther, what are the. fruita of yOOll tmvBls1' CantlitWtc. 'POlVlHful 
Master, I Ita.e brought a plan of the:works ef.the temple, wJaich I 
am .-, &0 pRllf3Dt f. inspection.' Jtf..",.. 'My brother, pre-. 
sent it to me by three steps.' Candidate makesdlree steps, and 
faU8 on ORe knee at tb8 foot of the throne. Master receives it, 
and after examining it, hands it to the brotheJ,' next to him,. who 
passes it 00; thus it ret1JJD8 again to the Mastel' in., east, woo 
receivillg it, places the hand of the candidate 00. the square 4Dd 
double triangle, placeci OIl the altar. The compass ~n his wrist, 
a aword is beld abo.e, and he takea the obIip.tiQll. . . 

Obligation.-'I promise, under the same oou.tatioDB which I 
halVe already fakeD, D6y.er to reveal the secreta of this degree of 
G. A. to any ORe of an iQferior depee, or· to any ot1lec person, 
under the peoalty of beiag expelled. from aU our lodp. Amen.' 

.MtJIIler. 'Brother S. W. c90duet the candidate backward by 
three steps.' fa the west he is. turned. with his ba.ek. to tbe east, • 
and is seated OIl a stOol before the tabl~ and theD tumed. again 
towards the eut. ./Wtlltw. 'Dp YQU peNial in your dQtermination· 
to keep our aecrets inviolaWy1' .!JM. 'Y 68.' .M.tuter. 'Brother 
S. W. remove the veil of obsc.urity; 'Moabon' is w.orthy to be
hold our labors.' (The bandage is removed from his eyes.at the 
stroke of the mallet.) ~er; '~Iy brother" it is with pleasure 
we have seeR YOB fulfil the conditiOll8 presc~ to you. The. ex
actness of your plan induces U!l. to a.d~t you IWlClDg our number~ 
that with us you may complete dlls Vl\st and sublime edifiC,e.
Approach, my brother, and ~ .. e. the marks of ~tiDCtion to 
which your constaocy entitles you!' 'We have in this degree. a 
.sign of de.mand, ooeof ~M.e, e..tokeD, and two wO¥«t.. T.ke 
sign of demand is made hy placing the bauds on the st~h so 
as to form a triangle with the. tbutpbs and fore. fingers. Tbia is 
termed the 's~moning sign;' ~d the Sign of re8flOl1~ ,is m!Ule 
by carrying the two ha.o,di, in the 8&Qle fQl'lll above the hee.d. This 
is the sip of distre.ls, BAd ilf onJy· to be used .in duger. The 
token is. made by joiDing ziaJtt. hudi awl reversing tbeJn three· • 
times. The w0r4 is 'MoabQD,' gi¥8D. h1 Pf0D9u.ncQg a, syllablc 

Digitized by Coogle 



LIGHT ON MASONRY • 30) 
.,aeh til]ln Lhe hnf5.ds revensSed the tehen. Passs word, 
same as the pass word of Fellow,Craft. Go, my brod_er, saluh' 
tha hrethn:a, and retnm to Wbep: cw:hidatil has d,sn<' 
tbis, he tades his seat in the west, and hears the lecture. 

LEPTUd~E. 

M.Most Reap. S. W. are you a G. A.? S. W. Powerful 
MSia±er, bava Wf'OUitbt in thif'h stOR'h of temple. 
Where were you received! W.Bu the middle chamber. M. 
What is that chamber? S. W. The place where kinki Soloilif'e:li 
COiR'lVliletlfn the of gile tenmle the 0;ranlf ,~,clJii""ts 
How were you emploYed i;,lfue d9gl'6e of G:,A:? S':\V. In 

~::~:ir:d ~:uthi;'h 51~r~id;;;;.~:~ wyns ;:trrr ~~e pe;e~~~~ of the 
designs which I preseIUed to Solomon. M. What was your re-
wmh? W. Two :litns, tokeel, and 0mo wo5hs. 0BI. 
them to me. S. W. P.~ Maliter, give me the first and I will give 

~~;~ ~t: oeoo~~ h5::~"ra~d tP~e5l: ~~d'~f d15P!s:The 
What does the first . sigp show~ and why does it bear th,at name? 
S; Tho,t a itnnd Mgnl}n msLmO}, moo depeoit on lite aslS?iSt
.ance of his brethren; also, that it is only to be given in the 10000e 
,or in danger. M, .GiYe the token to yOUf' ",eareet brothH. (Gis'
,6%5, eayiJ'kdi MOZlbzlD.) M. Wnat the f'nord1r'f'iU c~ot Fif'O

'no~Dce? ~ S. W. The word given me by Solomon. M. ·lYfW.t i" 
tho otheR':0'ord? S. (Repo.atinki the d'i%in Wi}E'd of FeUo'S\' 
Cran,) whieh U! the pa.sa W9r0B. l't~. Wltat is your age? S. W. 
''!'wenty-seven years. ' 

(SIoBin%i5,--"UUZ¥f'ter. breth%inn S~ alld J. %iYive 

'~~~~~ Ii~~bO~~:O clo~ ~~:~~~ of G. A.' Jr~h~~:: 
lasthnur, last it,ny in which the ,A. of the uni-

verse ~s empI~yed in ~rea~ the, world;, the, last instant, . the 
1a.:tt.wUf'i the }nilS da( which %i5olomsm e55spEoyeo ill cnWf'truCHno 
the tample.' ,.Mtuter. 'Therefore it ougbi to be the last instant 

; f'~~~:if':Ue:tl~~; is t;<i::o~~;~I;;~~:r.:;~:i~~;t:::~:e~: 
,t,he lo<lg!3is closed!' 

, NOTE. The ~~t bellind the, b1llclt curt.in ,is not u51'd in this degree, 
:but in that of 'Le Ma!\re ECQBsoi~.' . 

Ib 
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302 LIGHT' ON llASONR't. 

. THE miGREE OF 

LE MA.ITRE ECOSSOIS.* 

Ducription, 4-c.-The two apartments mentioned in ~ last 
degree, are those used in this, except that, in the first apartment. 
the altar is placed in the west between the . Wardens, and in the 
place. of the first plan, one is used which represents the temple 
complete, but destitute of any ornaments. . Below the temple are 
represented many working tools, and on the back are written tb~ 
names of those who have taken the degree, in the lodge; below 
these names the word 'ezcluded' is written, for the pu,pose of 00-
iog filled up with theilames of those who may have refused to 
undergo the trials hereafter mentioned. Such a refusal excludes 
the person for evertloQl all lodges of 'Maitre Ecossom,' and con. 
sequently tlom all the degrees above it. Befo~ the altar is a 
stool, on which the candidate is made to sit, leiming his head on 
the altar, at the time the hQginp of the lodge are c:haDged from 
black to red. . 

Titlu.-Master-'MOott Puinant;' Wardens-'Mo.tt Respec-
table;' and brethren-'Mo" Htmomble.' . . 

. Opening-like that of the last degree. '. 
Receptitm • ....:candiPate is prepared as in the degree of G. A.. 

except that.he is not blinded. 'Master of Ceremonies' causes him 
to sign his name on the back of the plan, without letting him see 
1he other side, and tens him that, if be wants resolution to under
go the trials, he bad better go no further; since, if: he shows anY 
weakness, he will be for ever excfuded. . If he persists, the M. 
of C. knocks at the door the alarm of a G. A. which is answer
ed within by the alarm of this degree~ He is led in and placed 
in the west, facing the east, betWeen ilie Wardens. The War
dens give the alarm, which the Master answers and says, 'Most 
Reap. Watclens, what do you desire?' S. W. 'Most Puissant, 
here is 'Moabon,' who, fuJI of zea1, strength, and courage, wish
es to submit to aU the trials whicbjQu may impose on him, to ob
tain the 'Pu1ssant Degree' of 'SUperintendent Maitre Ecossois." . 
Muter. 'My brother, weapproTe the zeal whiCh induces you to 
make this request, bat you know not'tbe sublimity of the degree 
which you solieit. The temple is finished, ~ it olily means. to 
eomplete the 'altars' end 'tnbemacles' which Biram left unfiniah:
ed, and of which he bas furnished the designs. He is no more: 
it is necessary to have a successor who will, with honor and skiD, -, • Sc:otch ¥altllr. 
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I»lrsue and &ish his designs. Are you capable of doing thist' 
Candidale. 'M. P. ifzeal, labor, and constancy claim any right, 
condescend to prove me.' Malter. 'M. R. J. Warden, cause 
the candidate to make the usual journey by 3 times 27, and if the 
designs which he shall submit to us, are wurthy of being pursued, 
we will proceed to the trials neeessary to enable him to seo the 
brilliant light!' J., W. gives the plan to the candidate, causes 
him to travel, and then the Wardens knock, and the S. W. says. 
'M. P. Moaboo has fulfilled your orders, and wishes to present 
his designs· to you.' Malter. 'l\J. Resp. J. W. ·cause him to 
advance by three st~ps:' he does this-the Master examines the 
plan, and passes jt to the brethrep. Master. 'My brother, this 
alone is not sufficient; there are other trials to be submitted to. 
Do you persist in your first demand'!' Candidate. 'Yes, M. P.' 
Master. '.1\'lost Resp. J. W. cause the candidate to return to the 
west, by three steps backward, that he may see his duty to be 
firm in the P!lth of virtue, notwithstanding the humiliations which 
will be required of him!' When the candidate is placed in tho 
west, Master says, 'My brother, it is necessary to examine you 
on the degrees which you h~ve already taken! This is done, and 
Master says, 'My brother, though you have passed through all 
these degrees; you are not yet ODe of the most perfect. It re
mains for you to behold the brilliant light, which is submitted to 
the view of those only, who have been well tried. It is neeessa

. ry that lOU should take an obligation, which is contained in the 
paper which I present to YOu; read to yourself, and afterwards, if' 
you are willing to take it, read it aloud.' 

O~ligatioB.-'In the name of the Most High, who bas created, 
sustained, and guided me thus far iD my life, I promis& and swear 
that I will keep inviolably all the secrets, signs, and mysteries of 
this degree, except it aha1I be in a just and regular lodge of the 
same; and if I shall violate this obligation, I consent that the 
veins of my temples and throat shall be opened, and my body ex
posed on the highest pyramid, in the open air, to the rigor of the 
winds, the heat of the SWl, the dews of the night, ·until the blood 
flowing gradual'!. from my veins, my life shall be extinct through 
loss of blood and famine. May the G. A.. of the universe keep 
me in ~ obligation. Amen.' 

Master says, 'My b~ther,have you resolution to' pronounce 
this obligation from your heart, in a loud voice, before this august 
assembly!' If the candidate refuses, the Wardens, placing the 
lKlints of their swords in his back, cause him to make the twenty. 
Beven tours of th? G. A. and the eighteen of the P. A., round the 

. room and then dnve him out oT the room. If the candidate ~on· 
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sents, he reads the obligation with ~ loud voice, and the J. W. 
then bums it in one of the lights. When it is consumed, they all 
clap bands thrice. , 

.MWff'. 'My brother, since your zeal has'induced you to per
severe, we recognize you as 'Superintendent of the 'Fabemacler 
we are about to raise. You will suc.ceed onrRe81». Master, Hi
ram; but before your honor is proclaimed in the· east of the tem
ple, let us render a tribute of respect to the memory of him whose 
loss we deplore in profound silenee.' Master says, 'O'f)i,' and 
knocks 1; aD the brethren place one knee on the floor, and test
ing the head on one hand,. remain sileut.. Master knocks 1, and 
the Wardens place the ,candidate on ,his knees before the table, 
his face covered with his hands and placed on the open' Bible, so 
that he sees nothing. The Wardens cross their swords on 'his 
neek. While he is in this posture, the black drapery of the first 
apartment is removed, and the black curtain of the second drawn, 
and all the brethren put on the red cordon when the change is 
made; the Master knooks 1 for silence. He knocks again, and 
~ays, 'Caki,' (rise.) Brethre1l all rise, and the Wardens raise the 
candidate; as he rises, Master knocks 1, and aD the brethren say~ 
'Hiram is dead, and 'Moabon' supplies his place.' , 

After a moment's silence, Master says, 'It is with pleasure, my 
hrother, that we have proclaimed you a 'Superintendent Maitre 
Ecossois!' Approach and leam die mysteries of this degree. I
He is caused to advance to the brazen sea, frQIIl which the Has .... 
tor takes water with an urn, and, throwing some drops on the left 
side of the candidate. says, 'Be purified I' He is then placed at 
t~e foot of the throne, and the .Master, gi'Ymg him the cordon and 
,iewel, says, 'This cMdon and.jewel gives you the command over
all other Masons ~f inferior degrees. (Giving.the gloveS,) 
These gloves belong to thiS degree. We have in this degree 
two signs, a token, and four words. The two first wOrds are 
'U,..im' and 'Th.tlmmim.' The secret and incommunicable word 
is Ttrl't', (JEHOVAIJ;) the word of Ancient Masters, w'hich 
had been lost! The pass.}VOfd·bt :'Zedidiac.' The sign is to. 
present the hands, form!ng ~~~, at the top pf the forehead, 
saying, 'The triangle oft·fhe~f'drehead is my support" The an
swer to thi" sign is made by placing the right lmnd on the eyes, 
inclining the head" and bending the knee. The tokeD is f(l take 
the right band (as in the degree of G. A. but in place of reversing 
them;) three times, and giving mutiI~y three light 'Mows with the 
four fingers jOined, plating the left Iland on the right shoulder, 
i'l8ying, 'Virtue unites two hearts, ty;o bodies, and two bands; and 
tfte whole make but onel' Go, my brother, salute ahe Wardens .. 
l\\l,d retuxn to the east for further instruction.' . 
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LECTU;R.E. 

M. Most Resp. brother S. W. what do you know as a Mai
tro Ecossoilll 8. W. Most Puissant, I know the grand light of 
the tbird apartmorlt. M. Where were YOll received? S. W. In 
the high place. M. What road did you travell S. W. By that 
oftbe"middle chamber, to the third apartment. M. nas not this 
tbinlnpartment.anotber name? S.W. It is named 'Gibeon,' and 
is thehigb place where David and Solomon offered their burnt 
,offerings, befote the building of the temple. M. In wbat-were 
you occupied as a 'Maitre Eeossoisl' S. W. In fumislUrtg tho 
attars and tabemlWles, and in completing the precious oma-

'mems. 'M. What are' those ornamentsl S. W. The ark ofal
liance and ehe!'ubimil, tbe brazen table, the table of sllew-bread, 
the nltar of burnt offerings, and the candle-stick of sev.en branch
es. M. Wbatwas above'the ark ofalliaPcel S. W. The'SHE
KINAH,' between the-eberubitti's wings.' M. Under what form 
is,tbe 'Sbekinah" represented! ,~w. Under that of a lamb reo, 
posing en a book sealed with soven. seals. M. Of what wooo 
was -the ark madel S. W. Of i1~ttim wood, which is incorrupti
ble; and it was oovered with gold. M. What was its sizel s. 
W. Two cubits and a half long~ one cubit and a half broad, and 
one cubitand'a halfbigh: M. Wbatllid the ark contain1 S. W. 
The tables of the II!:w, Aaron's rod, and tbe pot of manna. M. 
Give me the sign of that -law. S. W. It is givert by placiJJg the 
two :hands on the head, tbe 'fingers extended, -wltich -represents 
the. ten c&mmandments. M. In what place was the ark made, 
ond by whom? oS. W. It was made at Horeb by BezaJeeJ and 
Ahollab. It '\V1IS.curried fl'om Horeb to Moab, from Moab to 
8hecBeRt, afterwards to Sbilo, from Shilo to the temple of Da
'gOD, from thence to the house. of :Aminadab, then to 't~e bouse of 
Obed Edom, afterwards to'Kirjath Jearim, thence to Jerusalem 

'and placed on Mount Zion, andafterwarde to the temple on 
Mount Moriah. M. Where were the ornaments placed? S. W. 
The altar of burnt offerings was pla~ed before the door of the 
tent of the congregation.' The altar of incense was at the west 
end of the hOly place of the tabernacle. The table of shew-bread 
'on the north, and the golden candleatick of seven branches on 
the Bouth~ The ark itself. :was pJaeed in the west end of the 
most ttoJy:pla'ee. M. What ·is represented by the candlestick 
of seven branches'! S. W. Th-e ~ .. en days ()f creation, in~lud
ing the 'day of rest. oS. W. How did jou bel"ome acqu8mted 
with all these tb.l oS. W ~ :By the designs which I presented 
to Solomon li.fter a danserous jOUTaey.M. What was,thatl S •. 

BB2, 
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W. I made the teut'Ot all the works of the temple, 3 times 9'1. 
M. Waa a siJdlt of the brillia!lt light the re~ of this labor. 
8. W. No, M. P.; I was subjected to three tnals. M. What 
\vore those'S. W. The firat, to make three steps backward, to' 
teach me firmness in the path pf virtue under humiliations. The 
.second, to give an e.nct account of the prop. wbich I bad 
made in MDBOnry, and in the practice of l'iitue. The third, to 
make a voluntary engagement which my heart approved, and my 
.lip. avowed. M. What did thil ellgagement producel S. W • 
.A tribute of respect to the memory of Hiram; M. What follow
ed? S. W. The word 'Civi,' which signifies kneel. M. Did 
the grief for the death of Hiram cootinue longl S. W • .After 
seven minutes tbe word, 'Caki,' was pronounced, which sigai6es 
rise. M. What fonowed thist word! S. W. A surprise, splen
dor, the J"riJliant liPt, and a proclamation. M. What was the 
surpriJe! S. W. :My liflbt was· tlruck with the view of scarlet 
and hyacinth. M. What was the splendor and brilliant ligbt! 
S. W. The Sbekinah, and the glory 'Of the G. A. M. What was 
the use of the proclamation! S. W. To show that all my bretb-

. ren had selected me to replace Biram and had declarec1 me Bu
l)erintendent of all the works of the temple by the name of Mo ... 
bon. M. What does the luminous trianlle represent! S. _ W • 
The glory of the G. A. of tb&uDiverae, and his three divine-a&- . I 
tributes: eternity, wisdom, and power. What do the JeUera with-
in signify1 S. W~ The name of 'GoD,' the sacred word oI"M. 
Ecossois.' Ii shows us that GoD is the ceatre and source of 
allligbt, and the only one who is able to know aU *inp. -M. 
Why do the Maitre Ecossoi, wellr thetriaoglet S. W. Becaoee 
it is an emblem of' the triple unity. If. What does the circle, 
enclosing the trillJl8le, rep~ent. S. W. That GoD has neither 
beginning nor end. M. Why is this jewel suspended by a flame- 1 
<loloredribbQn! S. W. To teach \III the order with whic:h we 
should endeavor to destroy viee. M.. In what place was your 

. first lodge hold,e S. W. Between three mountains inaeceua-
ble to the profane, in a deep vaHey, where peaee,virtue,ancl UB- . 
ion, reign. M. What are those three mouotaiul S.·W. Mt. 
Moriah, Mt. Sinai, and ML Beroden. M. Where is Mt. Hero-
den situated! S. W. Between tae west and north of Scotland, at 
the end of the Sun's course, where the highest masonic 1000ge is: 
holden in that country, which baa given a name to this:d6gree. 
M. Wbat do you mean by a deep vaUey! S. W. The tranquiDity 
which reigDB in our lodges. M. What produces this traoquillity! 
S. W. The preservation of ouraarks uncbanged. M. What 
Qre the markaof a Maitre E~iJ7 S. W. Two signa, • to-
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ken, aud foul. words, of which one i. incommunicable. M. Give 
me ~ sign. (That ofreaponse is poa.) M. Give the token 
to your nearest brother. (It is giveu.) M. Wbat do you call 

. that token1 S. W. 'The perfect proof.' M. Give me the grand 
,word. S •. W. I will letter it with you. (Done.) M. What does 
that word aipluyl S. W. Tbe name of G. A. M. Gi~e me 
the two first words. (Given.) M. Give me the paBa wonl. 
(Zeclidiac.) , M. Wby is the lodge purified before labor begiual 
S. W. After the coDltruetion of the tempie, the G • ..4,. caused 
fire to deicencl from Heaven to purify it, and to eODlume the 
bumt ofFering. M. What is your ageT S. W. As an Appren
tice, three years; as a Fellow Craft, five; as a Master, nine; as a 

, Petit Architect, twenty-one; as a Graud Architect, twenty. seven; 
. 8S a Maitre Ecossois,. eigbty-oQe. . 

C10lt.-Same as in Degree of Grand .Architect. 

THE, DROREE OF 

KNIGHT OF THt 'EA.ST, 

0& 

'CHEVALIER DE L'ORIENT.'· 

. DeBcription of tlte loclge.-For this degree two apartments are 
neeessarr. situated on the same flour. 

FirBt ~1If'1ment-Is bung with, green on tbe east, west, aud 
north !lides, so as to leave a space of six feet between the bang. 
ings and the wall. The space enclosed is an oblong square. It 

'represents the apartment of Cyrus, king of Assyria; the throne is 
in the east, two arm chairs in the west, and the seats for the mem
bersin the south. Bebind the'throne is 'a transparency, repre. 
senting the dream of Cyrus, (mentioned hereafter,) aud above, 
near the ceiling, is a triangular glory, and in it 'l1ttt',' (Jeho
vah. ) The glory rests on a luminous e1oud, from which an ea
gle is issuing, with a label in its beak, and on, it the words, cGitlIl 
libwly to tlae capti", •• ' Below appear Nebuchadnezzar and Bel
shazzer, loaded with chains. No carpet is placed in thi. apart
ment, but that which :Supplies its place is a long square, formed 
lIy a little waU of wood or painted- cloth,' one foot round, and haIt' 
a foot !righ. This little wall, eommencillg at the two sides of the 
throne, ptsscs by the feet of the brethren in the 80Uth,. and ex
tends to 111e hanging in the'west, 80 that the two chail'll may be 
'wilhin the long square; it is theb c:ontinuedtbo whole length of 
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tile norlh side, until it reaches the east. At the four comel'8of 
this wall, and also in the middle of the south and north, is a little 
tower, one and a half feet higher than the wall. . In the west is 
the seventh tower, which divides both the waH and the hturgings. 
This tower should be seven feet high, and large enough to COR-

. tain n man. It haa two doors, one within the lodge aod. o,ne 
without. At this last door are 1wo sentinell, III'DICll with 8pe&18 
and swords. Tbey are in the six feet !X spaee before named. 
The residue of this space, from the north- to tbe east, (where the 
door of the second apartment is plaGe"') is occupied by a bridge 
lighted by a lantern. At,the eatrance oftbe bridge it is guarded 
by many ermed men. 'rhe other end ~ches to tbe docri' of the 
second apartment. W~r Ie placed fI8 to be .... ed, is be
neath the bridge, nnd represents tho mer StaburziuDa, (-or Eu-
phrates.) . '. 

Second .apartment--Represents tho court of the temple, bung 
with red. Tho carpet reprue~ ·the furniture of the boly and 
most holy places. ' Above the ark, the Shekinab, (Ilymbol of the 
presence of Jehovah,) represented by a lamb reposing Oil a book 
sealed with seven seall. . At the comer of t)le ,temple is the col
umn Boaz, broken. The carpet is coverell 'with black, which 
is removed at the proper time for its being uncovered. 

Titles, omamenil andjlltIJela oJ the }ira apcrrtment.-Master
Cyrus, called Sovereign; Senior Warden-Nebuzaradao, called 
First General; Junior Warden-Mithridates, -called Second 
General; Secretary-Chancellor; Master of Ceremonies-Grand 
Master; Bretbren-Kl)jghts. • 

The Sovereign carries a sceptre. All the officers weal' a 
broad green ribbon, crossed, rOlJlld the neck \\'il~ut anT jewel. 
The Wardens and brethren have wed swords in their hands, 
and wear a sQ1g1e rihbon (greeo,) from right to left without ally 
jewel. Apron, white, lined and bordered with green, without 
any emblems. . . 

Titles, Drll4mentl, an.tljetlJel, of I'" BeCond Bp"rttnent-:-Maste~, 
is called Most Excellent; WarlAlns, Most Powerful; Brethren. 
Most Venerable; and candidate, Zerubbabel. In pauing from 
the first apartmenl to the second ~T change tlle color 1IC1:,,,~,~,,,[' 
red. The cordon is red, and at the bottom are 
the color of the preceding degrees, with one of 
of the East, and one of black for IU)igbt of 
brethren wear a girdle of water .colored lilk, enlb~)ldlar 
gold fringe, sprinkled with 'death beads' and 'crols 
the middle a representation, iJ.l gold, of a btidge, nnl ..... 

the letters, L. D. P. The Master and offioers wear 
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suspeaded from the neck, and tile bNtbren frem the bOttom of 
the cordon. The jewel of-the Master is'a triple triangle enclos
ed in a eilcle. The Senior Warden wean a 'square,' and the 
J.unior Warden, a 'level,' within the triple triangle. The other 
officen wear the Ulual jewel in a triple triangle. The brothre. 
wear 1M triple triBDgle, crossed by two swords, the hilts resting 
on the, level. The jewels'ue of gold; each brother baa a trowel 
suspended from the string of bis apron. 

p,.",.t'GIion.-The candidate is to be clothed as a Maitre 
Etosaois; bis hands bound with a chain, whose link. ue trian
gukIr. This cham must be • long that Ite may uae biB hands. 
He is infoml-ed that he reptesents Zerubbabel, an4 is \0 assume 
the air ofa captive.' He'is unarmed, and'puts his banda over bis 
face, at'the door, of tlte tower, 1t'here the guards search him (for 
weapons,) before he is admitted. , 

Opming.-&1terligiJ. eMy brethlen, aasist me to open a 
lodge of Knight of tbe Sword.'· The Generals repeat this. 
The Sovereign knocks seven, (! I ! !! ! t ) The Generals repeat 
chi.. 8ootr.ip. 'Senior Gentlrsl; lee , we are well guarded, 
and if we ate all Knights of the South.' The General obeys, 
and says, 'Sovereign'Master, we are well guarded from the view 
of tire profane and are all K. S.' SO'IJtreign. 'What is the timelY 
S. General. 'This day completes the seventy years of captivity.' 
Mooereign. 'Generals, Princes, and Knights, I have long since 
re.olved to libetatetbe Jews who are in captivity: I am wearied 
with seeing them. in chains, but )}efore I liberate them I wish to. 
consult y. respeeting a dream which I have had this night, nod 
whioh requires an interpretation. I imagined I saw a ferocious 
lion about to throw bitDtelf on me and devour me: his appearaBce 
timi6ed me, and I bastily looked for lome shelter from bis fury; 
but at that instant I saw my two predecessors, habited as slaves, 
beneath a glory, whicb MallOll8 designate by the name of the G. A. 
of the universe. 1 was made tj) undenland two words which I saw 
issuing froli! a bl8~iJI'g stan ,they signified 'LilHrllte CA. capti"u;' 
and I understood if 1 did n6t do this, my crown would pass from 
me to strangers. I rfltnainecl speechless BDd Clonfused, and sud'
denly awoke. From tbat instant' roy tranquillity fled. It re
maias ,for you PriDte8 to assist me with your advice on tbis oc· 
caiont' ' 
", During this relation the brethren look downwards, but when it 
is endeCi they look at the S. Geb. and imitate him. The S. Gen. 

• This dep:eei8 called 'Xnipt oethe Swonlt' and 'KnigbuFtbe "'e,' as, 
'''fill as 'Knight oftbc Eut.' • . ' 
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draws his sword, elevates the poiDt, his arm being extended be .. 
fore him. H. theD poilats it down to sigoify bis agreement in 1 
the OpiDiOD of the Sov.; be then directs ita point upwards, to Big
nifyliberiy, and remains iD that position. &11. 'Let the captiv-
ity b. finiabed; Generals, Princes, and Knights, this L. of K. S. 
is open.' The Generals, each iD his place, repeat these words. 

Rcetplilm.-The Master of Ceremonies leads the candidate to 
the door of the tower, where he is thus interrogated by the guards. 
G& 'What do you wish?' C-. 'I wish, if possible, to speak with 
your Soyereign.' Gen. 'Who are youl' Ctm. 'The first .monc 
my equals, by rank a Muon, by misfortune. captive.' Gm. 
'What is your name!' . Ca. 'Zerub~bel.' Ga. 'What is youl" 
agel' Ccut. 'Seventy yean.' G-. 'What is the caulile of this 
applicatioal' Cem. 'Tho tears aod misery of my brethren.' 
G.. 'We will endeavor to mUe your reqllest Uown· ·to the 
Sovereign.' The gurd knooka (I! I !! !!) at the door of the 
tower. This alarm is repeated; one by the J. General, two by 
the S. General, and three by the Sovereign. The J. Geo. says, 
'The guard knocks at'the door of the tower, in the DlaDDer of 
a Knight of the Sword.' S. Gera. 'Sovereign Muter, the·pard 
kaocu,' &c. Sov. say., 'Senior General, some one is to be 
introdueed. Be prudent.' - 'In my present embarrassed 
stete the least advice is Dot to be disregarded.' The J un. Gen. 
goes to the door of the tower, knocks, and it is opened. The 
guard lays aside his spear, comes before the Sovereiga, crones 
his arms, bow., and says, 'The first 'among Masons, his equals, 
aged- seventy years, wishes to appear before you.' ~. 'Whea. 
he shall have tieen introduced iDto the tower of the .palace, we 
will examine him.' The guard bows, retires, and makes the 
candidate enter the tower which is closed 011 him. . The Sew .... 
reign questions the candidate"througb the door, which is ahut. 
SOfI. 'What is the cause of this applica(joot' eM. 'I come t() 
implore the justice and benevolence of the Sovereign.' &11. 
'For what purpoee!' Can. 'That mercy may be shown to Illy 
brethren, who have been in captivity seventy yean!' &11. 
'What is your namel' em.. 'Zerubbabel; the first among my 
equals, by rank a Mason, by misfortune a captive.' Sott. 'What 
is that mercy wmch you demand of me!'· CtIJI. 'That, under (he 
protection of the G. A. of the univer:se, the king will .,estore our 
liberty and allow us to return aod rebuild the tempie· of our ~OD. 
SOfI. 'Since motives 80 just have conducted you bither, yo4 are 
permitted to appear in our presence.' The guards open the doo~ 
oftha tower, and cause the captive to prostrate bimie1f.in the 
west, (done.) SOf1. 'ZombbalteJ, I heve, like you, l~ted tho . . 
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ft~erity of your captivity. I promise to grant you liberty in .. 
stantly, if you will communicate to me the secrets of Masonry, 
for which I have always entertained the greatest 1'8neratioD.' 
Ca. 'SOY. Master, when Solomon communicated to us the first 
principles of Masonry, he informed us that equality was its fOUD
danOD. Equality does DOt reign here; and your rank, your ti
tles; and your court, are not admissible in the place where in
struction is given in our myateries. Besides, our Elxterior mork. 
are unknown to you; my engagements are inviolable; I am una
ble to reveal our secrets, and if liberty is to be obtained at this 
price, I prefer captivity.' &nJ. 'I admire the -discretion and the 
virtue of Zerubbabel; he deserves liberty as a reward for his 

. firmness.' The brethren assent, by pointing their swords down· 
wards, and then' upwards. &nJ. 'Jun. Gen. cause Zerubbabel 
to undergo the seventy trials, which I reduce to three, viz. 1st. 
That of the body; 2d. That of his courage; 3d. That of his 
mind; after which, perhaps, he may merit the favor which he 
tfe~" The J. G. causes him to go round the lodge three 
times;-the first time, a small '.laell' ill explOded; the second time, 
be is examined to ascertaip whether he persists in his demand; 
the third time, he holds bis hands at the top of his forehead. 
After this, the J. G. knocks 7, and the S. G. says, 'Wha~ do you . 
wisM' J. G. 'The candidate has submitted to his trials with 
firmness and eODstancy.' &.1. 'Zerubbabel, I grant to you the 
favor which you solicit, aad COMent that you shall be set at lib
erty.' SOl'. knocks 7, wbich is·the signal at which the Generals 
divest Ze,.babel of his chains. &nt. 'Return to your bwn 
country; I permit you to rebuild the temple, destroyed by my 
ancestors; its treasures shall be sent to you before the setting of 
tht! sun; you sball be acknowledged chief oyer your brethreD. I 
ordain that all Bba1l obey you in the couutry tIlI'ough which yoo 
shall pass; that they shall render you usistance as·though it were 
to myself; I will only esaet a tribote from you of .~ lambs, 
five sbeep, and seven rams, which I will receive under the 'porch 
ef the new temple; if I demand this, it is rather in remembrance 
of the &ieadship which I haTe promised you, than as a reward. 
Approach, ray friend.' The Generate place him at the foot of the 
throne. &.. 'I arm you wi" tho. sword, as a mark of your su
periority OT8r your equals, '1 am persuaded you will employ it 
only in ibfJir def~, aa41 ereato you a -Knight of the . .word.' , 
In saying tbese last -.ords, t!1e s • .,. strikes with.his sword on the 
.houJders,and thearai-.him. He pvea thecaadidatethe apron, . 
and green cOMon, whida pa88ee from left to right, aDd sa,., '~ tl 

• ~ ollnt.esteem, IdeeoJate you 1rifhcn apl'ODt .. d sub, which 
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I have ad.opted in imitati.on .of the workmen.ofy.ourtemple. Th.o' 
these decorati.ons are not acc.ompanied with any mysteries, yet I 
c.onfer them .on the princes of my court as marks .of h.onor; hence
forth you enjoy the same honor. I now colDJDit you . to the care' 
.of Nebuzaradan, who will Rive you guides to conduct you in 
safety to y.our brethren, in the place where you wiD f.ouad the 
Dew temple-Tbu. I deeree!' The 8. G. leads the candidate 
aDd places bim in the t.ower, where he ·reaaias while the breth. 
nn silently pass int.o the second apartment. After they are in 
order, the candidate i. led behind the btmpgs to the brid«e. 
At illl entraDce be is opposed by guards, wh.o rob him of hi!! 
apron and 18Sh, and endeavor t.o ,prevent his paasage; he at. 
tacks, drive. them off, and arrives at the door of the second 
apartment. The Muter of Ceremonies knocks 7 at to" door: 

. fM • .of C. accOlllpBlliM candidate.] When the brethren bear 
the alarm, they detach the trowel from their aprons, and bold it 
in tt.e lef\ hand, and tbe .word in the right. The Junior Gene. 
rat knocb seveo. This .. repeated by Seoi.of GenentL Jrm", 
ior Geawal. 'I belli' a knocking at the door of the .lodge, in the 
manner .of Knigbtll of the SwonL' 8erttior Gmt.reI. 'Moat E x
-cellent Master, some .one kDoc:b at the door of the lodge, in the 
manner .of Knights .of the Sword.' M .. ter. 'Most Powerful 
"'other Junior Warden, see wlao bock .. ' The Junior Warden 
goes, bocb, and opening the door, say., 'What do you "isbl' 
Cotadidate. 'I wish to Bee my bletbren, that I may inform them 
Gf my delinmmce from Babylon, and that .of the unhappy rem· 
not' of the fraternity, which has beea freed from CII(Itivit;y. '. J.' 
'Warden shuts dae door ad repod8 ·to Muter. Master . Says. 
'The news wlUch the carme bringII is true. TBe le¥ent, years 
are upired, and die day bas..mnd for·rebuiWing the temtle. 
Ask the captiye bis name, his age, and country, for fear of sur
prise.' Junior Warden bocks 7, aDd is armrered; he opens 
the door, and says, 'Wbatisyour .... V OGflllitlAle. 'Zerub
babel.' JtmiorWonIaa. 'What is you.' Ctmdidale. 'ae.
enty years.' Juaior Wo1llkrt, 'Where is your eouatry?' Oaa
didate. 'On this side of the river~5tabur:aania, to··the wat. of A. .. 
ayria.' Juaior Warden .lIIa·-the dCJOr. reports to SeBior War
den, "., reports to the lIIf.uter...ter .... ya, 'Dis ruu.e is 
Zerubbahet, bia eouotry lies OD fbi.· aide of tbe ri~ Stabusza
nai, hia age severd!yJQlS' ~, 1ft7""", -tM c:aptmty is eDd
eel ! The eaptiYe is truly._ P.riuce of th& tIO'WII!6ip rile wlaicb 
is to NbIdId the temple. Let bim lie ~ 81DODg as ... 
acImowtedged .as the one who ... to direct and aa_ OUT lD6rs.. 
JUDior Wardea bocks, .... the door, aad COIla" tile captiu • 
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to the west. S. W. 'Kost Exeeilent Master, behold Zerulthabel. 
who demands to be admitted into the bo.CIGl or our fioatemity!' 
Me 'Zerubbabel, give us an exact relation of your deli erance!' 
C.... 'Cyrus gave me penaisBioa to approach' the foot of bis 
throne, be was toacBed with the miseries of the fiatemity, he 
armed me with this sword, for the defence of my brethren, and 
honored me with the title of brot_r among his COmpaniODB. He 
fiaaIly granted me niy freedom, and committed me to the care of 
his taitliful subjects, who condUdled me on my jowney, and as
sisted me in coaqueriDg our enemies at the pass. of the river 
Staburzadai, where, netwithstandingour victory, we lost the marks, 
of distinction, which Bad been given to us by tile king, our 
deliverer.' M. 'My brother, the loss which you have met with 
shows ~at the justice of our fraternity would not ellllare the tri
u.ph or pomp and graudeur, In deCOlllling you with these hon
ors, Cyrus was not guided by that spirit of equality, which has 
alWflYS cblllaCterized you. By this loss, aft the marks of distinc
tion received from u.t prince have disappeared, but you have 
preserved those of true Masonry; . but before I can communicate 
to you those seerets, which, since our captivit, bave been preserv
ed among the remnant of our fraternity, we must require of you 
&8!JUI'BOO88 that you have not lost the .entimetJts, or the know
ledge of Masonry, duripg your serritad~.' Co,.. 'Examine me; 
I am prepared to QDlwer.' M. 'What degree have you received 
in Masonryl' CfJfI. 'That of Most Excellent Master.' .M. 'Give 
me the signs;' (given.) .M. 'Give me the grip;' (giveD.) M. 
'My brethren Knights, I believe Zerubbabel is worthy to parti
cipate in our new mysteries.' The.bre'hren ,ssent by elevatiag 
1.beir swords. .M. 'Most Powerful S. W. cause the candidate 
to _vance by three steps; and at the third, let him kneel at tbe 
footofthethrouB.ofthe G. and S. Architect, where he will make 
the engagements which we require.' 

Obligafitm.-I promise, ullder the same obligations which I 
have contracted in the different degrees of Masonry, never to 
reveal the secrets of the 'Knight of the Sword,' or Free Ma
SOD8, to anyone of an inferior degree, or to one who is not a 
Mason, under the penalty of enduring a captivity so rigorous that 
m)! chains 8haJl never be brokea, and that my body be exposed 
to the beuts of the forest, and that a thunder bolt may dash me 
to atoma, as an example to others who are indiscreet. So moto 
it be: . 

The Master raises the candidate, and (while he and the breth
ren are sheathing their swords) 8ays, 'My brethren, the des~C
tieD of the temple subJected Masons to such severe calamities, 

Gc 
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we have feared Jest their captivity and dispersion, might ha'~ im .. 
paired their fidBlity to their engagements; for this reason, we have: 
been obliged, while rebuilding the temple, to remain in a secrer 
and retinid place, where we carefully preserve some' ruins, 
of the ancient temple. We do not introduce any to that place~ 
unless we know them to be true and worthy Masons; net alone 
by their signa, WOnD, and grips, but also by their cooduct; to 
such we communicate our new secrets with pleasure, but we re
quire as a pledge, that they should bring with them some remains 
or monuments of the ancient temple; those which Cyrus bas given 
to you are sufficient.' (While these last-words,are pronounced, the
captive is uncovered.) M. 'Most Powerful S. W: cause the candi. 
date to recede three steps, that he may leam tbat we estee~ per
fect resignatioD as a Masonic virtue.' Candidate stands iB the 
west, and Master says, 'My brother, the ~ject of our labors is· 
to rebuild the temple of the G. A. of the universe; this sublime
work has been reserved for Zerubbabel. The engagements into 
which you, with us, have entered, under that-name, require you b 
aid US in rebuildioS the temple in its splendor. The sword whict. 
Cyrus has given you, is to be used in defending your brethren, 
and punishing those who would profane thc august temple which 
we raise to the glory of the Holy One of Jsrael. It is on these 
conditioDs you participate in oor secrets.' The pass word is. * . 
Go give the brethren of this lodge, the signs, grips, and words, 
and return to me.' He goes by the north, and returns by the 
south. M. 'My brother, after your deliverance, Cyrus had you 
created a Masonic Knight, and I now presllnt you with tIte trow. 
el, the symbol of your new dignity, that hereafter yod may labor -
with the trowel iB one hand, and use tbB sword with the other, if 
the temple should ever be destroyed, for it is in that manner we 
have proceeded to tebuild it_' (Master give:,1 the girdle, and says,) 
'This scarf ought always to accompany you in all lodges; YOll 

will have a ,mark of true Knighthood, which you acquired at the 
river Staburzanai, by the victory obtained over those who oW ..... 
edyour pas~!' (Gives the green rosette, saying;) 'Thougl}: 
we do not admit among our ceremonies any of the decorations 
given you by Cyrus, yet we are willing to preserve their remem
brance by a rosette of that color, which he had chosen, and ,we 
affix it to your cordon.' (Gives the jewel,) ~This jewe,l i8~ 
badge of the K.ofthe S.;may justice and equity. represented
by the swo,rd, be your guides!' (Gives the gloves,) 'We pro
ceed to proclai~ you a 'Knight of the Sword.' My brethren, 
see that Zerubbabel shall hereafter rule the labors of Masqlll'Y!' 
They assent by s~lutin, with ,swords. CJodidate is ~n 9I)D-
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.ducled to a chair designed for him, the Master saying, 'My bro
ther ascend the throne of the Sovereigns of our lodges; preserve 
1I1e triangular stone of this edifice, and rule the laborers as Solo
-mon, Hiram of Tyre, and Joabert have done before you!' When 
candidate is seated, the brethren sheath their swords; clap their 
hand,. three times,'crying Zerubbabel each time, and then com
mence the 

LECTURE. 

Master. Br. S. W. how'did you arrive at the eminent dignity 
of the K. S.l S. W. By humility, patience, and frequent solic
itations. M. To wnom did you applyl S. W. To the great 
king. :M. What is your namel S. W. Zerubbabel. M. What' 
is your country? S. W. Judea; I was bom of noble parents, of 
the tribe of Judah. M. What art do you prQfessl S. W Ma
sonry M. What buildings have you erectedl S. W. Temples 
and tabernacles. M. Where have you constructed them? S. 
W. For want of ground, we build them in our hearts. M. What 
is the namo of a M1l8Onic Knightl S. W A Mason, perfectly 
tree. M. Why perfectly freel S. W. Because the Masons se-, 
lected by Solomon for the work of the temple, were for theni
selves and their descendants, declared free from all tributes. Tbey 
also possessed the privilege of carrying arms. When the tem
ple was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, tbey were led captive 
with the rest of the Jews; but kiDll: Cyrus kindly gave them per
mission to build the seoond temple, under Zerubbabel, and de
clared them free; lI,ince that epoch we bear the name of Free 
Masons. M. Wa!l the ancient temple distinguished for i~ beabtyl 
S: W. 'It' was the first edifice in' the, world for its ricbness and 
grandeur. The court would contain 200,000 persons. M. Who 
wa!l the principal Architect of this buildingl S. W. GOD ,was the 
first, Solomon the second, and Hiram the third. M, Who laid 
the first stone? S. W. Solomon. M. At what hour? S. W. 
Before the rising of the S11n. M. Why at that hour'l S. W. To 
teach' U8 that 'in. the &en'ice of tb~ G. A. of t\1e universe, we 
should exercise vigilance .. M. What cement was employed1 S. W •. 
A' mystic Cem~nt composed of flour, of milk, of oil, and of wine. 
!\(. Explain the mystic signification of this.' S. W. In forming the 
first man, GOD employed hili kindness, his wisdom, his power, 
and his benevolence, M. Where was the first stone of the tem
ple placed? S. W. In'the middle of the chamber designed for 
.e sanctuary. M. How many gates had the ancient temple? 
S, W. Three; one at the east, one at the south, and one at the 
north. M. HQw long did that temple standt S. W. 470 years. 
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6 menths, and 10 clays. M. Under what king of Israel was it 
destroyedl 8. W. Zedekiah, the last of the family of David. 
M. What is signified by the coluw Boaz, which you see bro
kear S. W. the confusion and iDjury arising from the roo .. 
tioR of an unworthy Mason. M. Wby is the number 81 held iu 
veneration among Masons! S. W. That number is symbOlic 
of the three persons of the Divine Being, represented hy tbe 
triple triangle, by the square of 9, and the number 3. M. Why 
were the chains of the Jewish captives of a triangular formY S. 
The Chaldeans knew that the triugfe was with the Jewish Ma
sons, an emblem of the name of GOD; they therefore made their 
chains of thl&t fonn to io1lict greater pain upon the captives. M . 

. Why were Muou forbiddea to work in erecting profane edi
fices! S. W. To make us remember that we are Dot to freq1l8ut 
irregular lodges. M. What was the plan given by Cyrus, for 
the new temple! S. W. 100 cubits in length, 60 in breadth, and 
60 in height. M. Why did Cyrus order timber to be cut, in the 
forest of Lebanon, and stones to be taken from the quarries of 
Tyre, for the cODstruction of the new temple! S. W. Beeau .. it 
was necessary that the Jd temple should be entireJylike the first. 
.1\{. Givo me the name of tbe principal architect of the second 
te mple. S. W. 'Bibot.' M. Wby do tbe workmen carry a swOrd 
when they laborT S. W. Because, while they wrought with one 
hand in bringing materials for building the temple, being subject 
to invasion from their enemies, they held their swords in the oth- , 
cr, to defend their labors and their brethren. lIf. Why is this 
lodge enlightened by seventytapersl ',S. W. In memory of the 
seventy years of the Babylonish captivity. M. Are you a K. S.1 
S. W. Look! (places his hand on his sworet.) M. Gi". me the 
sign. (Gives the second sign) M. Give me tbe words and th. 
pass word. S. W. 'Judah,' 'Benjamin,' and'Libertas.' M. 
Give the grip to die J. W.; (given.)M. Where have you laboredl 
S. W. At the rebuilding of the temple. M. What hour is itt s. 
W. The hour of commencilllthat work. M. My brethren, since 
we have sufficient time to rebuild the temple of the LORD, let 
us remember traese things in ailenoo, It is ~e to repose.
Brothers S. W. and oJ. W. aQllounce ill the south and in the 
north, that I am about to close this lodge of K. S.' It is 1lIl-
nounced. Master knocks 7, and the two Wardeos repeat. • 

MtJlttJf'. 'The lodge is clOled; retire in peace.' The Warden .. 
repeat this, and the lodge is cI~. 

[N. B. The letters on the girdle, L. D. P: Liber\e de pas
ser.] 
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~LE CHEV ALlER ROS~ c::aolx. ,. 

Titles andj41"els.-The ladge is called-'8o'I1ereign 01&Gpter;' 
The Master-'JUoBl Woe;' Senior Warden--'Mo8t Re,,~able 

..Ii","t Knight Warden;' Junior Warden-'Mo,' Respectable 8UOnd 
?Wight Warden;'-the other officers are ca1led-'Most Rupee-
table.' • 
. The je\yel is a kind of quadrant, formed by a compass and a 

qUl,lrler circle. In the'middle is a cross on which is a rose, and 
at the fOQt, Ii pelicau feeding its young with blood. The jewel is 
suspended from the neck, or from right to left, by a red watered 
ribbon.-T~is jewel is wom in a.lliodges, except in that called 
'the first point of the Red Cross,' where the ribbon is black. 

Obaertlati0n8 on the degree.-Though this lodge is the 'Ne plu8 
ultra' of M8::!onry, and when one has received it, he has a right 
to assist in all others without being subjected to an examination, 
yet he ought to attend lodges which are free {rom all suspicion, 
as such will only admit those who are well known and :vouched 
for. It is necessary for receiving this desree, to have taken those 
of the 'Elu,' the 'Ecassois' and the 'Knight of the East.' There 

, are three points or parts ill this degree; two for reception, and the 
third called the 'Mystic Sacrament,' whicb is only used at quar
terly cO!Dmunications or on festivals. 

Lodge Boom-Is hung with red. In the east, in place of a 
throne, is a triangular altar, one side of which faces the west. 
This is elevated on seven steps. ftn this is placed a 'transparen
cy,' representing 'Calvary," The twe side crosses are plaio, 
bllt that in the middle has a nose and drapery interlaced and above 
the'letters I. N. R. I.-Below, before thetr ansparencyare bro
ken columns. On the ruins of which, guards are sleeping; and 
in their midst is' seen a tomb, the stone of which is removed, and. 
at ite mouth grave clothes ate seen. There are three triangular 
tables with a light on each. One is placed at the right of the 
altar in the east, at the foot of the steps. The two others 
fl!ocing each other in the west. All this decoration is necesury 
whenever a chapter is opened. But the time of reception the 
lj)dge ~ hung With black, &c. No fumiture is u~ed except that 
in 'the second ~oint!' except three triangular col~mns placed east, 
\fe~t and south, WJth a transparent inscription on each; that is, 
in Ute east, 'Faith;' in the south, 'Hope;' and io the west, 'Cba .... 
it1/ Two preparation reoms are necessary, ene' centailliDg a 
table aQd chair. The other is entirely dark. , 

* Knights ef the Rose Cross. 
. Co2 
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OpeniNg. ~ The ~'MOST WISE" is seated 011 tba 3d step of the' 
a}4;LIT', SgS heL'" leamr4\' Ln OLL band, hIT' knock'IT' 4 (!! !!) on thL 
triLLLgEar taSIL near him and £!LyS 'Mc,£!L ResSL??;;table and 
cond~Knigbt Wardens, what is the hourl 'So W.' The first bour 
of the day. Master. It is time to commence our labors Most Re-
spezzti8Lble fiLLL~LZLd SLLZZgd W mS£!nsj Oge 1TZ)SpectL~ 
ble Knights.to assist me in opening this 'Sovereign Chapter of 
R. Co' They obey. Master. 'Most Respectable 1st and 2d Kt. 
WarSena, atL ell thL orde,lz The Knighte are 
covered and ranged in two columns~ S. zTbey. are, Most 
Wise.' Master. 'My Brethren, I am overwhelmed with distress, 
all "hang,el, the VLil Lf tbe ,ent, colum±±e of 
sonry are brehen, cubie eione ,prinhled with blood, 
1V0rd is lost, aod 'consummatuDl, est." 'Most Respectable 1st 
and Knibbt Ward,pme. ELLmioe i(:z£cb of duur cZihzmns, 
see if by thL of remedy for dist,e,zz 
may not be fouod and report to me.' Tbe Wardens go one to 

::o::~~ ::!:~ e??zzh O~gLh~.±e ;~zutt~i::: a a w~~;:!erw~J:= 
out any sign; tbey begin with~the west ~ing of each cofumn, and 
pro"LLding Le,tward, tbe word to tbe Master. They re-
turK% their says, 'dl.ost Re£!pectehle 1 st 
Warden; now the word is discovered, what remains for \fS to do?' 
S. W 'Most Wise, to respect the decrees of the MoST HIGH, 
tOez,:fzder hOK£%£Age to Suz""me Arehitect, aIWYYh) to hK£m~ 
ble ourselves b~fore him, who is able to reinstamp bis ~image up
on us!' Master. 'Respectable Knights, you see the~~ject of 
our lehors: let bend kni«?? heforz, ITRim 
has given us our existence!' All rise; each one facri( the 
makes~ the sign,. bow~~and kneels on one k?ee, afterwards the 
Maste, and "Till nse. felR.astez all han,Zi? "even 
ing three times' Amlu.' Maste,. 'RTilli?pectable KnighT", the 
reign Chapter is open.'~ The Wardens repeat this. 

Rr,,;wrption,~While the rome, the rezmdidat<r mrites 
Game, srofei?i?ien anh [he of degre,;:,; which hai? 
ceil/ed; and alSo states that his age is thirty-three years. The 
Ma£!ter of CerLmonirr? leads to lodgi? door arrd hives thr' 
alar,o??f a of Ea"t, The Mar"hi?U wilhErr aIUlm,,:]['O 
.t by that of R. €lroes, and informs the J. W. that ~n alarm. 
is h'30rd at tho door ,,~th~ S,~:;:;,eign C~pte" The JUDlor '!~
den ,eheats '0 the Tillemor kO ,twrden, moo to Mame,~ 
The Master orders the Junior Warden to see who knocks, when 
the redortis made. Tae Master puts the question as to the admis-
_OK, <,r Ctlllhihi?te. Ehe bretbE'en iliZi?rnt bh hands 
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ven times and crying 'Houze,' thrice. After this, Master order& 
G. Marshall to admit him. In the moan time the Master of Cere· 
monies takes from him. the decoratiolis of his former degrees, 
puts a Itword by his side, and takes bim by the hand. He is in· 
troduced aod placed between the two Wardens. (The Master 
aod brethren assume ao appearance of sorrow.) The two Wllt
dens knock, and Master answers it. Se,dor Warden. 'MoBt 
Wise, you behold a worthy Knight of the ~t, who presents him
self before the Sovereign Chapter, that he toay obt~ the favor 
'Of being admitted to, the most sublime degree ~ 'Rose Cross!' 
Master. 'Worthy KDlght, who are youl' Candidate. 'I am de
scended from noble parents, of the tribe of· Judah.' . Master. 
'What is your country1' Candidate. 'Judea.~ Master. 'What art 
do you professl' Caodidate. \Masonry.VMaster. 'Worthy Kt. 
you inspire lI!e with estee(b, ~t you Me u~ overwhe'lI!ed with 
sorrow. AlliS cbapged, tbe gr.at support cI Masonry IS gone, 
the veil of the temple IS r~nt in Jwain; the columns are broken, 
the most precious ornaments ar~ removed, and the word is lost, 
and we have no other hope oC-:tecotering it. than what rests on 
your courage. Will you employ il'~aid UBl Caodidate. 'I will! 

. Master. 'Will you give us an ass,rance by laking an obligation 
that you will keep all 01i,r mysteri~ profoundly secred' Caodid· 
·ate. 'I will.' Candidate kneels 9n one knee at the triangular ta·· 
bla, near the Master, right hand on the Bible,.a sword and com· 
'pllSS are laid on the flame hand. 

Obligatioo.-'In the presence of these Respectab1e Knights, I 
swear and promise on my word as an honest mao and Mason, that 
I will not reveal any of the secrets of this .degree of Rose Cross, 
under the penalty of being dishonored and banished from alllodg •. 
es, as unworthy to associate with virtuous Masons: I pray God 
to keep me steadfast. 'Master raises candidate and says, 'My 
brother, you underlltaud the importance of your obligation, it re· 
mains for you to travel a dangerous journey. The brother Kt. 
Master of Cert'monies will mak~ you know how you are to con· 
duct yourself. Brother Knight Master of Ceremonies, show 
this worthy Knight the means by which the word may be recov
ered1' The MMter of Ceremonies causes the candidate to walk 
round the' chapter, showing him successively the columns of 
'Faith,' 'Hope' and 'Charity.' After this the Master of Cereme. 
Dies apprises the Master through the Wardens. that the caodidate 
nas been properly instructed. Master. 'W ortby Knight, remem· 
ber what you have learned and recollect we await your return 
with anxiety. May you be prospered and restore peace aDd hap
piness to our mindsl' 'The Master or Ceremonies leads out the 
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caodj.date, aad conducts him to the dark room ~d makes him g~ 
round it seven times. In the mean time the black drapery of the 
lodge (which covers the red) is removed and the decorati.ns ap
pear. Master of Ceremonies brings -candidate to, the door of the 
chapter, gives the alarm as before, he enters and is thus ques
tioned by the Muter. 

MutilT. 'My brother, (rom whence do you comet' Can. 
'From the land of Judea.' M. 'Through what place have you 
passedt' C. 'Nazareth.' M. 'Who conducted youl' C. 'Ra
phael.' M. 'Of what tribe are you?' C. 'Of the tribe of Judah.' 
M. 'Pronounce the initial letters of these four words,' (above the 
cross, 'Jesus Nazaremus Rex Judacorum.') M. 'Wbat word do 
they forln?' C. 'I. N. R. 1.' M. 'My dear brother, this is the 
inscription which you Bee above the cross, it is thd' word which 
we. had lost, and which your zeal has recovered. Approach 
the foot of this altar and receive the reward due to you.'
Candidate kneels, and the Master, laying his !laked sword on 
his head, says, 'In virtue of the power which 1 have received 
from the Grand Lodge of Heroden, before this august assembly 
of lUUghts, my brethren, my equals, I admit, receive, and.con
stitute you, now and from himceforth, a Knight and rJjnce of the 
Eagle and Pelican, Perfect Free Mason of Heroden, under the 
title of Sovereign of the Rose Cross, to' enjoy the. titles and pre
rogatives of'Princa of Per!ectMOJIom,' where,ver tbey are, with 
power to hold a lodge in lodges rtlgul~rIy assembled, and to 
confer the different degrees.'" , 

Master raises candidate and gives JlJ~ the cordon, word, sign, 
and grip. The word' Inri' is gi~enby lettering it. The sign is, 
to cross anus on the breast an4 iq.c,line the body as if to kneel 
on one knee. Grip. The two .~~r!3n mutually place the right 
hand on each other's right shoj!,!ders, and the left hand o~ the 
left shoulder, the arms ~rossi~, ~d interIac?d; one says 'Eman
uel,' the other 'Pax Voblscum~ (Peace be WIth YOll.)' The can
didate gives the sign, grip, and word to the Wardens; he is then 
placed in the souili, where he makes an offering of mercy, for the 
use of the poor brethren, and then hears the lecture. 

LECTURE. 

M. Most resp. Kt. Wardens, whence do you comet S. W. 
Most Wise, from Judea.' M. Through what place have YOI1 

passed? S. W. Through Nazareth. M. Who conducted you? 
S. W. Raphel. M. Of whattribe ate yout S. W. Of the tribe 
Judah. M. Pronounce the initial letters of those four words. 
S. W. Most Wise, I cannot do it without your assistance. M 
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J. S, W. N. M. R. S. W. J. M. What do thoae letters 
spent S. W. 'lori,' the aealed word of the Knights of the ROle 
ClOBB. M. How were you admitted to this clegreel S. W. By 
the three theological virtues, Faith, Hope, and Charity. 111. What 
CIIII. you give besides tbe wordl S. W. A sign and a token. M. 
Give me the sip; (given.) ¥. Give the token to one of our 
Resp. Knigbts; (given.) M. Do you know the 'Pelican!' S. 
W. I do. M. What does it lignifYt S .. W. Among us it is a 
s,anlwl of the Saviour of the world, and of his perfect humani
ty,. )1. W~ is tbe oltject of the degree of K. R. C. S. W. 
To lead us to respeot the decrees of the Most High, to render 
homage to tbe Supreme Architect, BRei always to bumble us be
fore him whQlis able to reinstamp his image on us. M. My br. 
Knight, that is the object of every true Mason. }\Iy brethren, 
let us kneel before him who bas given us existence. Knights 
kneel and rise as in opening. 

CIoI,.--.Muler 'Most ,Reap. first Knight Warden, what is 
the hourI'S. W. 'The last hour of the day.' M. 'If it is so, 
Most Rasp. first and second' Knight Wardens, ioform our bro
ther Knights that it is time to close this Sovereign Chapter, and 
to retire in peace.' ' 

The Wardens give notice. Master knocks 7; this is repeated 
by the Wardeos. All rise and face the Master, who gives tbe 
sigo; they do the same. All clap hands seVeD times and cry 
'Houze,' thrice. Muter. 'M. R. first and second Knight War
dens, the Sovereign Chapter is closed!' 

[N. B. The i",'aR' when the Sovereign Chapter is huog with 
black, for a reception is called t~e 'first point,' the iuant when 
the decoration is changed or hUDg with red, is the 'second point' 
of this degree.] 
, Third point 0./ Rou Cro".-It is after baving held a chapter, 

Il!t above described, that this ceremony is practical. Oft occa
sions when this is to be done, the )laster does ,not close the 
chapter, but only suspends the demand of 'What is the hourI' 
The decorations in the same state. A, table covered with white, 

. on which is a loaf, and a cup of wine, stands in the middle of the 
room. On the table is placed a small paper on which is 'I. N. 
R. I.' Each Knigbt holds a staff'in his hand. They are rang
ed in two lines from north to south; the Wardens are at tb~ head 
and the Masler between them. Muter knocks, and gives noti,ce 
that the chapter resumes its power; the Wardens repeat this. 
The Master, followed by tbe rest, pUleS seven times arouDd the 

* Why do tbey not also admit his perfect Divinity. , ' 
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lodge, and then stops, facing the east, and makes tbe sign; he 
breaks a small piece from the loaf and gives it to the S. W. at 
bis right hand, who breaks a piece and passes it to bis brother at 
the.rigbt hand, and in this manner it is passed on until it reaches, 
at last, the J. Warden, who eats it The Master takes the wine, 
drinks, and passes it as he did the bread. Sen. Warden turns 
to the Master who gives him the token, saying 'Emanuel.' . The 
Sen. Warden replies 'Pax vobiscum.' When the cup has reach
ed the Junior Warden he gives it and the token to the Master. 
The Master sbows the brethren tbat nothing remains in the cup. 
He advances to the table, takes the paper, sets it on fire, and 
casts it into the cup, where it is consumed;. he makes the s~, 
and says, 'CoDSummatum -esl;' (It is finished.) A. this, all the 
Knights repeat the sign, and the chapter is closed as before de
scribed. 

' . 
• Let tho (rielld of Jesus read tIais apia, and then lUlIIWer tho question, 

-Can you feJ1owlhil' Muonry?' " 

~HE DEGREE OF "NOAHlTE," 

OR 

"CH~V A.LIER PRUSSIEN."ff 

'0 OrigiD aM digaitiu.- The Grand Master, General of the 
Order, whose title is 'Cbevalier Grand Commander,' is Frederic 

. .. William, Knight of Prussia. His ancestors, for tbree" hundred 
I ". years, have been protectors of this order. The Knigbts were 
! • formerly known by the name of 'N oahites,' or descendants of 

I Noah. By the Pagans they were called the 'Titans,' wbo were 
I said to have attempted to scale the Heavens for the purpose of 

dethroning Jupiter. But the Prussians, who acknowledge DO 
other GOD but the Supreme Architect of the universe, each year, 
on the night of the full moon of the month, March, celebrate the 
confusion of languages and the dispersion of the builders of the ' 
tower of Babel, one of the miracles of. the Creator. That time 
is the anniversary of. that day of his vengeance. . 

It is for this reason, these Knights assemble on the night of 
the full moon, in a secret place, to hold their lodges; and they 

~ cannot initiate a candidate into the mysteries of this degree un-
I less by the light of the moon. 

• 'Prussian Knight. 
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The Master of the lodge is called 'Chevalier Lieutenant 
Grand Comm.mder, the officers are a Deputy Lieut., G. Com., 
Chevalier Master of Ceremoniel!, Chevalier of Eloquence, (ora
tor,) Chevalier 'of the Guard, Chevalier ChanceUor. Chevalier of 
the Finances. The title, Chevalier Prussian Mason, is given to 
ordinary Masons. The three officers, viz: ht, Lieut. Grand 
Co~ander, 2d, Dep. Grand Commander, and 3d, Master of 
Ceremonies,.must always be present when a lodge is opened. 

The 'Noahites' now called 'Prussian Chevaliers,' are descend
ed from 'Peleg,' the Grand Architect of the tower of Babel, their 
origin being much more ancient than that of tbe Masons, de
scended from Hiram. In the time of the crusades, when the 
different orders of European Knighthood were established by the 
Christain P.es leagued for the conquest of Palestine, the Ma-
80DS descended from Hiram through their respect for the 'Noah
ites' who were in high esteem, wished to be made acquainted 
with their mysteries. The Prussi:m Chevaliers w~re persuaded 
none could be found to whom they could more properly confide 
their mysteries than to these descendants of Hiram. Since that 
period tbe 'N oahites' always require, tberefore, that their cindi
cates should be Masters of the Order of Hiram. In the statutes 
()f tbis order, preserved among the archi ves of tbe king of Prus· 
sia, it is expressly forbidden to any Prussian" ~8r, fo.re-
£eive any coodidate, unless he has given proo Ilia ~ 
-capacity in the Order of Masters, descended ti . m. It is 
also necessary that he should prove that he has discharged the 
duties of an office in some regular lodge. 
. DilpoBition of the lodge.-The Commander is placed oppesite I 

10 the moon; the next four officers before him, that tbey may bet- .. 
ter attend to bis orders. They have no fixed place, as a sign that .. ". 
a Chevalier has renounced pride and glories in the practice of hu- ':. 
·mility, at all times. The room is enlightened by a large window, 
so made as .to receive a feeble light from the moon. Accorcling 
to ,the statutes .of tbe order, it is forbidden that the lodge should 
be enlightened :by the rays of the sun, or those of any artificial 
light. 

Optning.-Commander knocks three gentle. blows at equal 
distalloos. The Deputy Commander answers by a single blow 
(In tIte hilt of his sword. Com. 'Order, Chevaliers!' He lifts 
:bis arms extended towards heaven, his face turned to the east. 
where the moon appears. The others do the same, and the, Com
mander, after asking some questions from the lecture, says to the 
Deputy Commander. "Announce to all tbe Chevaliers ~at the 
Jodge is enlightened.' 'This is done, and all resume their natu-

D'9"OZedbyGoogle 
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ral attitudes. The Cheftliers remain looking at the firmament 
until the euzi'-te llrive.. -
.Rec~.-The candidate lInIlfIMd, his head unCOftl'ed, ill 

his ordioary elothiDg, bas on the white apron and glove. of M ... 
ter Masons. The Master of Ceremoniea, who is with him, gives 
three light blows, at equal diltanees, at the door. The Cbeva
Iier of the Guard replies It,. a single blow, in a whisper repeats 
the alarm to the Commander, and by his order goes to the door, 
opns it, and in a whisper demands of the Master of Ceremonies 
the sign, token, word, and pass word. He then closes the door, 
and wbispers his report to the Deputy Commander, sayior, 'The 
Chevalier Master of Ceremonies has answered well and demands 
to enter.' The Deputy Commanderrepeata this alqud to theCOlJlw 
mander, who orders him to tell the Master of Cere~es he may 
enter if he is alone. DtJputy C~. 'He is aeeompuied 
by a Muter descended from Hiram, who bas 00 a-'white apron,' 
and 'white gloves." C07II. 'In this ease inquire of the Master 
of Ceremonies, what this Muon, de8eended from Hiram, wants.' 
Deputy Commauder goes to the door, lmoeks 1, which M88ter of 
Ceremonies answers by three light, equal blows. The CbenJier 
of the Guard Op6l1B it, and the Deputy Commander says to the 
Master of - 'Whnt is your desirel' M. of C. 'Here 

from Hiram, who wishes, if it is aeeord· 
the Chevalier Lieutenant Commander, to be 

C valier.' Deputy Commander reports this.. 
to the Co er, who orders him to let the Master enter, after 

II he has given the Master's pass word.' When this is given, the 
Master of Ceremonies leads the candidate into the lodge, and 
causing him to go to the other door, within the 'lodge, by three 
Master's steps. Com. 'Chevalier Master of Ceremonies, will 
you vouch for the Master whom you present to met' M. of C. 
'I vouch tor him that he is a Master descended from Hiram.' 
Th.,Commander quits his place, goes to the candidate, and de. 
manda the Master's word; it is given as usual. Com. 'Cheva
liers, I announce to you a Master Mason descended from Hiram, 
who wishes to be received a 'Ohevalier Prussian;' do you con· 
senH' The brethren, without saying a word, draw their swords, 
and present their points to the body of the candidate. Through 
the Master of Ceremonies, he replies, 'I continue my request, if 
it shall be according to the pleasure of the Chevalier Lieutenant 
Commander, and the Chevaliers of this lodge! Cotn. 'These 
brave Chevaliers, with me, consent to your request, provided you 
renounce all pride for the remainder of your life. Commence, 
then, by perfonning an act of humiliation.' The Master of Cer· 
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~moniel and Deputy Conun~nder coDduet the candidate to tho ' 
feet of the Commander by thrpe genut1ections of the left knee~ 
having arrived there, be proetrates bim8elf 'befo~ tbe Command
er, who orders him to kiss the. hilt of his sword: the Chevalier of 
Eloquence pronou~ces a disco.rse on the pride of the SODS of 
Noah, . and upo~ the humility of him who was 1!61l8i1le of his 
fault. (Peleg.) During all this the candidate is kneeling on ODfl 

knee. He rises, and the Comma.uder aodall the bretbrea, with 
their swords, give · the sign of a Muter Mason. Comqaaoder 
says to candidate, 'Do you promise on the faith of 1l Master Ma. 
son descended from Hiram, to keep the secrets which I shall con
fide to you under these three conditions: 1st. That you will nev
er .reveal any. our mysteriet to any descendant of Adam, unless 
you know him to be a MIIJJOn:2d. That you will be obliging and 
kind to the cbacitiee·of.this order: 3d. That you will Buh rio one. 
eyeD at the haaard of your life, to wear the Jewel of our order, 
uDles. 1le slmll ha.ve made hilP8elf known to you a,s 'Chevalier 
J;Jl'us,iaD." Candidat.e says, 'I.wear and engage under thele 
conditional' 

Commander Ulen gives a bitttory of the order, atld,.. at its clos"l 
says, 'You ''Il00, Chevalier, ... . gmnd secret of our whi.cq 
is unlmown to all but Chevaliers. I confer it on.WOIt1;:1I1IIIl 
sure, but wo to you should you violate your eo~N" 
circumspect, and, OD el'eJ')' oceuion, practice 
example of ourGlIUld Architect.' The brethren she" 8WQI"ds, 

&ad the .Commander gives one to tile candidate, an fi tfil 
the third butoonhoJe of biB v88t, with'& black ribbon, the jewel. 
which is of silver, and olders him to lay aside the decorations of 
a Masterciescended. florn Hitam, IUld he gives him those oolong-
ing to tAia order.. He weant the apron like .• Fellow Craft. The 
M. of Oer. directB the eandidate to oWer thll ~l'ett to the· Com
mander, wOO, having r6CQived them, gille8 iii .. the sign, t •• 
word, and. pMB word, whicll the cudidaM gived() eaclto,f the 
ltretbrenoo tbeir pnweotingJlim with their .glovee. . . , ,.»~',,, 

It beiDg cootrary to tAe S"8 of this. older, tf. hold a. ,Table ' ~,: . , 
.Lodge, (i. e. one, fur:leetu~ aodrare.~Dt;)_~ the c~ 1;:- "" 
date c~ot be lastnwteti;W1tbout,the .aid of~};gtd. betides' . 
tbatgf .the maoR,.the CbevalierLi.ltute~t.Go~er, who .is 
-the sole.d8JWSitory of thelectve, iu,ldhoJized io hold a Fe1lo'" 
Oraft'stable lodge; ia -eh.. boweYer, oo6y a fnagal eQllatiofI 
.c,an be. iafrgcjuced,. but. DOJitluora. , 

ClDae.-.Cem .... der strikes.3, __ Deputy Commander an
",wers byone blow. Com. 'Chevaliers DeputyLMl¥teIINItC.onr
maader and. Muter ;ofOeIllDl8llios, give""'oo to~ t!te.{''beva

D» 
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liers present, that the lodge is darkened and it is time to retire!' 
All the Chevaliers, standing in order, repeat thrice, in a melan-. 
choly tone, '--,' and the lodge ,is closed. 

Dr". and jewel.-The apron and gloves are yellow. .The 
jewel is an equilateral triangle, traversed by an arrow, pointing 
downward. It should be of gold, attached to a large, black rib
bon, passing from the right shoulder to the left,. unless one wears 
it at the buttonhole, then it is of silver. 

Coif' of annt.-1st. Azure, moon of silver, and golden stars. 
2d. Sable, ,triangle, and arrow of gold. 

LECTURE. 

Q. Who are yeu1 A. Infonn me who you ar&md I will tell 
you wbo Jam. . Q. Do you know tbe sons of ~oabl A. I 
know three. Q. Who are they1 A. Shem, Ham, and Japhet. 
Q. What do these names 9ignify1 A. The initial letters are the 
sacred word. Q. Give me thetoken. A. Behold I ,(embracing 
tbree times.) Q. Give me the sign. A. I wiD: (given.) Q. 
Give me the pass word. A."" '* . Q. Do you know the G. 
A. of the tower of Babel? A. His name was 'Peleg.' Q. 'Who 
gave history? A. The Chevalier LieuteDBDt Command

Q. . In what lodge? A. In a lodge 
light. Q. Was no ocher light allowed? 

that edifice a commendable one1 A. No; it 
imTllnlitllibl .. to complete it. Q. Wby was it impossible ,to 

complete it? A. Becau~e pride was its first foundation. . Q. 
Do you remember the SOIlS of N oab to imitate them? A. No; 
but to avoid their fault, by hlWing it before my eyes. Q. Where 
does the body of Peleg repose? A. In a tomb. Q. Was he 
;rejected· for his guilt1 A. No; the agate stone declares that 
God bad mercy on him, beeause .he humbled himself. Q. How 
.. you received a Chevalier Prussian? A. By three p;enufiec
tions, after 1 bad kissed the sword bilt of the Chevalier lieuten
ant Commander. Q • . \\,11y was you caused to make these genu
·flections1 A. To make me remember, that, during . my whole 
life, I ought~tice humility. Q.Why do Chevaliers wear 
.a trianglef· ' . AlitlDmemory of the ,temple of Peleg. Q. Why 
is the arrow represented as illvertedt A. In memory of the ruin 

. 'which came upon the tower of Babel. , The. apron and gloves 
-are in memory of the laborers of the toWel'. The black ribbon is 
a mark of grief. Q. Did the laborers work day and nightl A. 
Yes; in the day by the ligftt of tbesUD, andia the night by the 
'light of the moon. .' , .' 

HittoryJ.-The d~endants of No~, notwithstanding GOII 
,.nad appomted the bow lD the clouds a Sign of the covenant which 

. D'9""edbyGoogle 
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he had made, that he would not again destroy lDen by a universal 
deluge, resolved to build a tower sufficiently elevated to shelter 
them from -the divine vengeance. They selected, for this pur
pose, a plain called Shinnr, in Asia. Ten years after they bad 
laid the foundation of this edifice, God, according to the scrip
tures, cast hIs eyes upon the earth, and saw the pride of the sons 
of men. He came down to confound their rash designs and 
their language. It w~ for this reason the tower was called Ba
bel, which signifies comusion. Some time after Nimrod, who 
first established distinctions of rank among men, and arrogated 
to himself the reverence and worship due to God, built a city 
called after the tower, Babylon; that is, the 'Court of confusion.' 

. It was on the,lligbt of the MI moon of :March, that God wrought. 
this miracle.- The N oahltes held their grand meeting on the 
night of the full moon of March. Their ordinary meetings were 
in all the rest of the months, only, however, when the moon was 
full; no light but that of the moon was admitted in their lodges. 
After their language was confounded, the workmen, being obliged 
to separate, each pursued his own course. Peleg, who had sug
gested the plan of this ,tower, and had been Grand Architect, 
was the most culpable. He condemned himself to a rigorous 
penance. He retired to the north of Germany, where he arriv. 
ed, after having suffered great fatigue and pain in the desert 
countries through which he passed, where no articles 01 food 
could be found, except roots and wild fruits. 

In that part which is now called Prussia, he constructed some 
buts to shelter 'himself from the inclemency of the weather, and 
he also built a temple in the form of a triangle, where he enclos
ed himself that he might implore from God the. forgiveness of 
his sin. 

In digging in the salt mines of Prussia, in the year 553, there 
was found among the rubbish, at the depth of fifteeo cubits, a 
triangular foundation of an edifice, in which was a marble col
umn, on which the whole history was inscribed in Hebrew. At 
the side of this column, was a tomb of 'free stone; in which was 
found a quantity of dust-:-and an agate stone, 00 which was this 
epitaph; 'Here repose the ashes of our Grand Architect of the. 
tower of Babel. God showed him mercy because he humbled 
himself.' 

These monuments are in the possession of the king of Prus· 
sia. The epitaph dOes not declare that Peleg was the Architect 
of the tower of Babel; but the history, which was on the base of 
tbe column, informs U9 that'Peleg was the son of Eber, whose 
father, Salah, was the son of Arphuad, who was the son of Shorn, 
the youngest son of N oab.' . 
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OJ' A 

CONVENTION OF THE SARATOGA BAl'TIST ASSOCI'ATION, 
CCi1ItlliDing Fifteen RealO1la tor their diIIfetlO1Nhipping Pre. MIIJoUry. 

HELD AT MILTON, SEPT. 12 AND 13, 1S2?1. : 

We4nesday, September lla, 18~7. 
A§reeaWy to the vote of the 8 .... t. association, in Jooe, 

1827, delegates from various ohUJdlea compoai4the IllUDe,. as
",embled at Milton, to eder on eertain pevaaces in referellte tl) 
active Free Masoary, ioUmated to the association, by die cburcb
es at Battenkill, and Milton. 

Elder Seamans opeBed the meeting by prayer. 
Deacon Child called upon the deleaates to signify what church

liS were represented at tbis oOBvention-wbiob furnished. the 
following result • 

.am.tterdatn.-Timotby Crane, Waterman Sweet. 
, Batt".kiII.-Elder Edwazd B~r, Richard Parker, SlIlDUel 
Ha1e.J~ Teft, Eber Craodell, William Hemy. 

BrotUJalbin.-Elder Wm. Groom, Job TBlbler, Amos C. 
Cornwell, James H. Sumner. 

BumthillB.-Nathaniel JeDDin~s, David Scbauber, Bradley 
~Iorehouse. . 

Corinth.-Elder Benjamin st. Jolut, Ira Heath, Jam Eggles-
ton, Zira H. Coles. . 

Edmburgh.-Elias Maftning, Eli Manning, Daniel Corey. 
1st GallDay.-Alpbeus Moore, Daniel Ludlow, Ira Barberry. 
2d Galt/Uly.-Elder W m. E. Waterbury,.EIi Smith, Aaa Cor-

nell, Edmond Hewitt, Peter Wri§ht, David Beoediot, S:unuel 
Cook. . 

KiRg.tbtlry.-Chesier Cook, Samuel Cole. 
Ki~.borotJg~-Elder Job ,La~p, A1ex~ Gloss. . 
Mslton.-EWerThomas PoweU, Gilbett Wanng, SeImon·Child, 

Silas Adams, Increase W. Child, Adam Swan • 
..vortlulfllfJtmt.-EWer Aaron SflalDlm8. 
Saratoga ,s,wing •. -Wm. Wait, .John C. Whitford, John A. 

Waterbury. 
SHI""tJter.-~ Moore, DaWi Newland, Daniel Mqer. 
Sat'ategiJ.-Elder Jena.thaa ·Finol1, Wm. I. ,8_th,' Reuben 

Perry. 
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MOrelt?k~~~-Pardon John Anglz22 NathanP0nlzsley. 
Total of' the Saratoga association-I6 churches, 55 del

egates. 
The C2mntmtioD Izt<±Vlg thus g:;Mer Senmnm2 was 

,~IzLsen Eldnk' Powen, 
. Invited delegates from other churches and associations to share 

in our deliberations-accordingly Elder David Bernard read cre-
dellkials of ,,29 a deh'd'2te to thi" egeventioe, fri'om five 
dlnrehes, Le Roy, York, hliddlebll'd, and and 
took his seat: together With John l~ord, John D. Lindsey, and 
Peter'I. Wamdell, delegates from the church at Northumberland. 

TI !l'Vited th" l1rethren dsmerallYht*2sent, t" shll,e in all th" privi
oftlze 

d'iRegakes l\'lilt"fl, expresszssfr desir!; 
that n spirit of Christian. wisdom and moderation might character
ize this meeting: and stated that their investigation of Masonry 

:2t'~~~:~~~k 't~:tl~u~:~Eha~f~~e a~:L~~~i~:!~:;::irA"i~8!:; 
hostility to l\'!asons, and condemned that proscription of them in 
general" whioh bad prevailed in some parts of our l;tate-and that 

men holdizsd prop:::;kd the tenurA, possszcs,smg simi~ 
htnmalien£2hl" rights miLEi others, h:R "sons e.ntitle'fr ,espect, 
rutd fully qualified, when· possessing integrity and talents, ,to hold 
all civil offices of power and trust . 

. Iz.djourned ri:r 30 mumtes. 
~ ~ .~ 

prayer. _ 
Written cOQ1munications were read from the churches at Bat. 

tenkill, and ·Milton. 
Elder B(em:.,d made (,:.me staZ(l:':"mts ill:.:::.t:.e,tive of :"iews, 

oppo:.,hien to Ma(:.e>ry. 
Brother Increase W. Child r~ad to the convention, touching a' 

part of the tendency of Masonry, the 8th chapter of Town's trea
ii::.e on tM¥: tluhjeot. 

4Jne of h:.ethren seve:.nl xh:.cided ,emmciationn Free 
Masonrr, m~de by pe1'8~S formerly members of that fratetniQ', 
and testlmomes to the correcthess of Wm. Morgan's book-and 
&0K<:.emise leltne:. addrei3i3od to the e£:,gr:.mtion Izi",m sundr:. Emrches 

tde we£Ei<2tg y,arts state. 8nsW<:P' an ~ from 
the chair, it appeared that nine of the> churches here represented, 
belonging to this. association,) had expressed decisions approba. 
ttYK'J of the E:.;msof the .. d±2zrches g~attenkiff& end Milt"e:. "n the 
,,,hi,,,·,t of . 
·~.Ap~inted a committee cOllSiBtiJ'8' of Eldel'$lziiDcb, G:.{x£im and 

D»2 
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Wat.erlnuy. ~d ltntbren lnewalle W. Child, aaaJames Tea, to 
draft aa iDs~ expressive of .. views- anti dec»sioos of this 
convention and present it for consideration to-morrow. 

Adjeumed uRtil9 o'clock to-moJl'ow mwnina. requeatiDgElder 
Herrick to deliver a sermon at tllet hour. Pra)l. by Elder 
Bernard. 

~,~la. 
EWer Herrick prtIlWled f,ClDl lsa. hv. l'i. . 
The miIlutes of yesterJiay were read and approved. 
The committee Dppointed to draft .an ~t upeMi\'& of 

the views IIDf1 deeisioas of the cODveoti8, brought io dle follow
ing report, which, after a seecmd I'08IiiBg by aectioos, witA the au-
thorities quoted in it, was aIi~ted. • 
R8Hl~, Tltat this eonveatioa hereby Dpprove of the coadoct 

pursued by the c:hurohes at Batteakil, aad Milton, IUld fw1her ee
clere-as we trull& in the feu of God, and in aocordaaee with his 
revealed will-to the Ueeciatioa, siat~r churobe., ... brethren in 
general-that we have DO fe1lo1\l.llAip for or with.the illatitotion of 
Free Masonry. We \bus declare:- . 

1. BecaU8e Free l\'Iasonry profeliS18S t.o "vo ita oripl ill, and 
frem God. 'This su~me anddtwme lmewledge heine emved 
fl'Oll1 the .lHtaigkty Creator to Adam, ita priaciples ever siaee have 
been,. JQtl sUD are, most sacredly preil8l'Yed, and inviolably COB

cealed.-They (Ma"lons) have the arl offiDdiag new arts, which 
art the first Masons received from God.' Vid. Calcotty Disqui-
sition, Boston ed. 1772, pp. 89-90. '. 

'It isno secret that Masonry is of divine origin.-In view, there
fore, of the diviae origin of..aent Masonry,' &e. Town'sspec
ulative Masonry, ed. 1818, pp. 37-175. 

2. Because it profesll88 to correspond with, ao.d hew IIiQ d\ni
ty to the ancient Egyptian philos(>phy. 'Our records iBiona us that 
the ways and C\¥W)1DjI of Muou" have ever CQII'8~.witb 
tllose of the Egyptilua )liilodopber&, to which tlaey bear a, ...... 
affinity.' Bradley, Albany ed. 1821, pp. 60. 140m., li06 
ed. pp. Si. 

3. Bec~e it ad~ta a novol and UlllHtn,t.mBDOH·<Q{·m.
~ctin" men in tho d",trinM, p~a, *:~ of!the 
IOfilp~and4rawa. _ .. o£aaora1it)l frOQl."~.·""" 
~ts..c~._ other w~ too&..; ''l'.fiJstI~in:MeH ... 
rJ·~ly·~.at.tW!e,ofiDtlHlfl"'bea.·_ch ~. 
ej lO\1l wOllW.. 011 .... apoataoy--of· our ·fim ~n· p-t. *»* 
a Il~rn of liP"YiU loft .te.~ hia d~1JriwL hay 
however, the first k~d promise was made •••• A-",wu, ~ *" .• ;4 ':~D ~U", ... Mll","""" ... 8_ i.. the 
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aature of the first degree, that every ohserving candidate is 
vi%'?w bj54 moral bliBslnet:1±5, t±:sxd doplorabbr IIR!!te by lEE..iur%'? 

UAtder these impressions he entera on the second degree, ±:shi!!h, 
vtc:w biZ!, mElfa! b!in~54, he is c(..'iiSider ewblematical of 

state. of imr!risonment Lnd trial. Sl~h ~s ttae fu£flCOwd 54§!tte of 
AaIUll., Heoo.e ~ses the idea, ~' probati~ary greund. ~ due 
Z!tb$0E'wlW'Z!,e all LonKXer tZ!qUflKltiflZ!S, t..kld SIDtrl[:fe t!ltsue tn make 
advf¥IC6l1" in knowledge and virtuer open the W!!b fur tho nl(':;ptiot: 
of .awe .light. ••• Having diligently persevered in the use of ap
J,WIln4.:frd f:K!!.ml$O, tht} ,thltd dzzgreKK prK,:flg:§rrtfs the life of the food, m~, 
in his pilg~c, state. ~lthough the true li,gh,t has !!IUorr:d'izxto 

, ;!!:'::n: ~,:::~~:~u:~ettebidde~o;:'~~lo~'::reh~,~s~:i: 
ljlueh trials, he resolves to'be faithful, anti manfully to withstand 
tems.O..atifrte!lS. H:} de8.ernK0.nce to tKUrsUrrr thot sOt:red tr:rrrrt commit. 
ted to his care, and therefore amlAtl.V0!.'8 to e!ll'.-ado with h1S life 

tbe great Ark of his s:Klvation •••. In advancing to the fourth 
t£egree, tbe ooob ma¥K is crerrxtfy oncomao::d tooorseoere in the 
ways of weli doing even to the end, He has a 'name which ~o 
KtUllt Im:;wetb sa:;e he th:Kt reeeivuth If, therefore, he be re
iected, ~nd (r"..at fhrl~ &mKKng8t tbe rubhish of ,he ±:sorld, hKK knuws 
full well, the, ~eat Mas!er ,Builder ?f the universe. ha~~g c~osell 
tHld pred!trert hIm as IiKK:C:Zy :!t02'443 In that bWFdmg In rho 
heavens, will bring him forth with triumphr while "hogtinh grace, 
g"taee, to h~s divine R~d~m~r •••• Hen~e ope~s the fit1.b d~gree, 
WheK!K he dissoveF'S £'S,S eZ>:ctKnn tOK and hut gl7K,Ifit::2 st.,'StJOt.: m Re 
kingdom ofhis Father. Here he is taught how much the choBt:ll 
,me" arc: hooored and eS!KKeotBd iliuse on who discover 
.and app,eci"te the imagtK of t.:ummon RhiKt imB"e 
being engraven on bis keart,he may look forward to those 
tflattf8iox::, ahnver where hidher nnd AgOte ehnltet± seni bas been 
p1'8pareclfor the faitbfulfrom the foundatioo:rr of the Kgorlh, • With 
~Br vi4>W8 h.rre sixtli d~~ee is oooferred, where the riches of di
oms grer.rr6 ere IT: OO'utfdlOS8 h:Kt.rrSPtf:ct, Eoery :Kubotanoal 
good is clearly seen to be conferred through the great "toAling 

::.~t:rtfel; ~~~::gen:odh:=~:;lli~~::a::, iRt:r: ~!:: 
wonde,wul Qeijvel'Qm..-es wrought out for him, while journeying 
rtlutrgJgEA the rugged of bum4Ul hie. G,e\lt has been his re
demptiOll from the Egypt and Bah)li~ of thi54 worl,d. .• ilie 
~ jn tb& ailllR ~~,that'aH the heavenly sojourners w~ 
be n~'1ed widtIa ilie vd1 (hKld'o lMO...£Jeooe; wht::ye meywllI 
be~JOO )data and priests before tiM throne of hts glory ~~r ~~r 
ond evoE' .••• Stich, my brethren, in brief, is tho mo,r'dl ,,!id Krrxli. 
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gious instruction derived merely from the order of Masonic 
degrees.' Town's Speculative Masoory, whole of 8th chapter. 

'The twenty.four inch gauge-Free and Accepted MasoBs are 
taught to make use of it for tbe noble and glorious ptJI1M)8e of 
dividing our time. Tbe common gavel-we, as Free and Ac· 
cepted Masons are taught to make use of it, for the more nohle 
and glorious purpose of divesting our minds and cooseieoees of 
all tho vices and superfluities of life, tbereby fitting Ollt bodies as 
Jiving stones for tbat spiritual building; that houlle not made with 
bands eternal in tbe beavens •.. Tbe cbisel morally demonstrates 
the advantages of discipline and education •.•• The 'mallet morally 
teaches to correct irregularities, and to reduce man'to a proper 
level.' Free Mason's Monitor, 1805 ed. p. 36-8"(. 

4. Because it publishes to the world songs, &c. of such a 
contrariety of cbarac!er as to serve the purposes of profanity., 
revelry, the worship of the true God, and beathen deities. 

"Then from their high windows tho heavelUl did pour, 
Forty dllya and nights one continual shower, 

Till nou/1ht could be seen but the waters around, , 
.o\nd ill1hia great deluge moet mortaJa were drowned, 

DerryJo.wn,.down, deny down~ 

Sure ne'et was behrld so drelldfuillsig-ht, 
A .. the old world in such a very odd plight, 

For thero were to be Been all animals swimming, 
!lIen, monkeys, priests, lawyers, cals,iapdogl IUld \\"omen •. 

Qerry down, down, derry down.!' 
"id. ,~himan RezoR, p. 166. 

"Glory to God on bigh, 
Let earth and skies reply, . 

Wort!ly the Latpb." 
Vid. Masonic Minstrel, ed.lSI6, p. 316, &c.' Also See Monitl'r. 

5. Because it pretends that its religion and morality are th~ 
same as those taught in tbe Bible. 'Our principles being dtawn 
from revelation do not require us to make tbe secrets of Muon· 
ry known.' Bradley,ed. 1821, p.19. 

'The principles of speculative Free Masonry have tbe same 
co-etemal and unshaken foundation, contain and incalcate in sub
,t.ance the same truths, and propose the same ultimate end, b 

the doctrines of Ohristianity taught by Divine r~. This 
is a position of very high import; yet the trutb of it ianot dOllbt
ed by those who are thoroughlY versed in Masonic knowledge. 
If we would give universal celebrity to .our institution, the world 
must be convinced thatthe foulldation is laid in e".nplicaltrutb.'· 
Town, ed. 1822, p. 13, 14. 
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Because the aneieat Egyptia. phllolophy, with its hyeroglyph
ics and mysteriel, and the religion of Christ cannot correapoad 
or bear affinity to each other. ' 'Beware lest any man spoil you 
tbreugh philosophy BDd vain dee2it, after the traditioD of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and Bot after Chriat.~ Cal. u. 
8. 'And have no fellowship with.the unfRtitful works of dark
Ilfl8lJ, btltratber reprove them. For it is a shalD8 even to speak 
of those thingll whicib are dODe of them in,secret.' Epb. v. 11, 
12. . 

'Beaicles the public worship of the heathen deities-the Greeks, 
the Egyptians, the Indians, aud some -others had recourse ~ tI. 
dark Iftd concealed species of worship, under the name of mys
teries ..• None were admitted but such as had approved them-

, seh'8S by •• perseverence in .•• initiatory forms. The \'otaries 
were enjoined on peril of mstant death to observe the most pro
found ~recy resp~etiDg every thing that passed •.• These mys
teries were first invented in Egypt, fl'Olll whence they spread in
to most countries of Europe and Asia. The most noted, were 
tile Eleusiinian ••• Bishup Warburton, who cl~ntends for high 
honor in this primary institution, acknowledges that the myste
ries of those deities being perforUied during nocturnal darkness 
or in gloomy recesses, and under the seal of the greatest secre
cy, the initiated indulged themsclTes on these occasions in all the 
abominations with which the object of their worship was suppos
ed to' be delighted. In fact, the enormities committed •• -
beoame so intolerable that their rites were proscribed in various 
countries ••• In proportion, therefore, as the gospel made its pro
gress in the world, the mysteries fell into disrepute, and together 
with aU the other pagan solemnities were at length luppressed; 
.Joues' Church History, Cone'oS ed. p. 10 to IS. 

·7. Because it petvertsand degrades the meaning of scripture 
passages, and by their use and application to Masonic ceremo
nies) dishonors God 1be SOfl. ,'In the honorable character of 
Mark Master ••• while sUCh is your condlJ'Ct, should misfortunes 
assail you, friends forsake you, envy traduee your ,good name •••• 
yet may you :haye confideace'among ~k Malrter Masons .•. 
-ever bear'ing in miDd as 'a eoDlOiation and eDeOl1rageotent to hope 
for better ,.OIpects. that tAe atone which the builders rejected 
(possessing merit, to f>hetn nknown) became the chief stone of 
the ~raer.' Bntdley, eeL 18il. P. !181. 

c()e the order i)f -High Pri.at-of a Royal Arch 'cbaptet-the 
foUowi.,passages or eoripture are 'made use of duri,*,tbe cere
monies. A:nd Melehisidec, king of Salem, brought forth bread 
BDCI 'Wille, udhe 1M!! the priest of the MOIt.High God., •• Tbcnl 
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ort a priest for e,er after the order of Mek:bilidtc. And inas~ 
muc ... s Dot withoutanoalh he was made priest:'-Bradley, p'" 
232,283. 

'Laying the foundation stone of a monumeDt in memory. of 
W uhiugton, in Baltimore, the grand chaplain read the following 
passages from the holy writ... !Thus saith the Lord God, Be
hold I lay in Zion, for a fouDaation, a stone, a tried stone, a pre
cioo. comer stone, a sure foundation. Judgn:ent also will I lay 
to the line, and righteousness to the plummet. For behold the 
stone which I have laid before Joshua, upon one stone shall be 
seven eyes. Behold I will engrave the engravingtbereof, saith 
the Lord of hos.ts." Appendix to Masonic MiDStrel, by Veritoo, 
p.432. 

S. Because it unwarrantably and irreverently employs the Dame 
1)f Jehovah, in the dedication of Masonic balls. 

'10 the name of the Gnat Jem.la, to whom be all h.,or aod 
glory, I do solemnly dedicate this Hall to Masonry.' Masonic 
Chart, ed. 1824, p. 79. Monitor, ed. 1825, p. 180. 

9. Because it dedicates lodges, chapters, &c. to the St. John 
and Zerubbabel. 

'To tbe memory of holy St. John, we dedicate this lodge.' 
Monitor, ed. 1825, p. 104. 'To our Most ExceHent Patron, 
Zenlbbabel, we solemnly dedicate this chapter.' Masonic Chsrt, 
cd. 1824, p. 60 and 180. 

10. Because it authorizes the practice orreligious rites;cere. 
monies and obae"ances, Dot commanded or countenahced in the 
Ne\V Testament; such as oblle"ing St. John's days, wearing 
garments io imitation of those worn by the Jewish Higb Priests, 
making and carrying in procession, a mimic representation of the 
ark of the covenant; making and wearing similar representations 
of tbe breast plate; inscribing 00 mitres, 'Holiness to the Lord;~ 
and sundry other ceremonies and obse"ances. 

In confirmation of tbese facts, we appeal to all who have wit
nessed tbe celebration of St. John's days, masonic funerals, lay
ing foundation stones in masonic order, Stc. 

11. Because it imposes obligations of a mol'!tl and religious 
nature, which cannot be communicated to any other than Ma
sons or candidates of tbe order, not even to brethren in the 
cburcb of Christ. 'Sucb is the importance of our secrecy, were 
no other ties upon our aff'ections or consciences; than merely the 
sense of the injury we should do to the poor and the wretched. 
By a transgression of 'Ai, rule,· we are persuaded it would be suf
ficient to lock up the tongue of every. • • Mason, and lead him 
.solemnly to look in the heavens and $lJ, 'Set a watch, 0 LON, 
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before my mouth; keep thou the'door of my lips.' Every candi
date for admission • • • may be informed • • • that the obliga
tion which he is to take is pe~ctly moral, and compatible with 
the principles of Christianity. It cannot be criminal that we 
m~ke every candidate promisf' to ke'ep the secrets of Masonry.' 
Bradley, p. 11 to Hi, and Cabest's Dbquisitions, Boston ed. 1772, 
p. 4~ to' 54. , 

12. Because it affixes new names and appellations to both 
God the Father, and God the Son, and those which are immoral 
and irreligious to men. 'The Great Architect of the universe, 
• • . Great Architect in Heaven, • • • Supreme Architect, ••• 
Grand Overseer, ••• Supreme High Priest.' Bradley, p. 157 

/ to l86. 'Supreme Grand Master.' Cabest's Disquisition, ed. 
1772, p. 156. 'Most Excellent, Most Worshipful, Prince of 
Mercy,' &e. ville Monitor, Bradley, &c. 

13. Because it a~aJgamates in its societies men of aU religions, 
professing to believe the existence of a Supreme Being of any 
'description, thereby defeating all its pretensions to the morality 
and religion of the Bible, and sapping the foundation of Chris
tian fellowship. 'There is one body and llfIe spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope Qf your calling; one Lord, one faith, one 
l>aptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all.' Ephesians, ch. iv. ver. '5 and 6.
'Masonry becomes an universal language;. . . the distant Chi
nese, the wild Arab, and the American savage, will embrace a 
brother Briton.' Monitqr, Albany ed. 1797, p. 8 and 9-into 
the merciless hands of unrelenting Turks, . . . the shackles of 
slavery are broken, through the interposition of II. brotber.'-
Town,ed. 1818, p. 160. ' 

14. Because it authorizes forms of prayer, accommodated to 
,the prejudices o( the Jews, thus rejecting the only Mediator and 

, way of access to the Father. '0 Lord, ..• enlighten us, we 
beseech thee, in the true knowle.dge ofM!lsonry, by the sorrows 
of Adam, thy first made man; by the blood of Abel, the holy one; 
by' the righteousness' of Seth, in whom thou art well pleased; 
and by thy cQ.venant with Noah, in whose architecture thou wast 
pleased to saye. the seed of thy beloved, ,number us not among 
those tbat keep not thy statutes, nor the divine lJlysteries of the 
secret Cabala; but grant . • . the ruler of .tbis lodge may be 
endued with knowledge • • • to. explain to us his secret myste
ries as ... Moses did (in his lodge,) to Aaron, to Eleazer, and 
lthamar, .. • and tbe seventy elders of Israel, •• ,lmep) 
Lord.' ,AlUmanRe,zow, N~w York,ed. 1826".93. 
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15. Because it reCeives and adopts orUen of KnigbtboOtJ 
from Popery. 'Masonic degrees ••• couferred in the Sublime 
Grand Lodges in Charleston, S. C. in the wy of New YoFkp 

uul iD Newport. R. I ..•• Knight of the Red Cross, Knipt 
of Malia, Knight of the HoIJ,SepulchAl, Knight of the Christian 
Mark, Knight Templar, G_d PORtiff •.•• Knight of the Bra
zen Serpent, .•• Knight of the Sun, ..• Knight,oCthe Holy 
Ghost.' }lasoDic Minstrel, ed. 1826, p .• :U • 

• \nd, whereas, we caDDOt CeDowship Freo MuoDr)' for the 
feasOR. aHigned, . 

Ruoltl,d, That we do Dot feUowahip our B,ptist brethren, un
leBS they completely MataiJl frora the same. 

We coMmit OUr doings iD this .... Uer, to Him who is head ovel' 
aU thiags, blesaedlor ever: praying him to correct and restore us, 
(if we have erred) to the paths of truth, ~.r (if we have noterr
ed) to give us wisdom and strength to maintain the truth as it is 
mHim. 

We commend our brethren and sister ch1lrches to the w.nI of 
Hia grace, wbich is able to build them ap, and gift them an inher-
.. nee among the saacutiocL . 

The delegates from the cllurche. in BattenkiU, Broaclalbin, 
Edinburgh, ht. Galway, KiDgsborough. Miltoa, Northampton, 
Saratoga, Nortlwmberlaad, lid. Elba, lid. Le Roy, 1st. York, 
lst. MiddJebury, and W IU'lll&W, veted to accept the report. 

Those from Amlterdam, Bruntbills. Corin&b, 2d. Gal_ay, 
Kiagsbury, Saratoga Springs, Stillwater, aod Moreau, coneJud .. 
ed to waive expressing a deciRon. and to lay before their res
pective churches the pr.oceedings of the COD:Y88tioJl, in. order te 
have their voice on the same, prior to the Dext usociation. 

RtlOlett!., That the clC!rk prepare aocl farward tbe ~nute. ani 
report of this eonveotioa, for iJUJe&1iOR m .the New York B.ptiSt 
Register; and procure a DIIDlHr of e.tra copies for distribution 
UIOapt our clwrchos, reseniDg .rae, to be. read at tile ne:dJIIBo
ciation. 

EWer'Herrick. closed tM ooov.ntion with ~yer . 
.lA-RON .sEAMANS, lhUT.PIol.,: 

TuOllUs . PoWBLL, Cltf'lr. 
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AN ABBA. TIVE 
'0 ... THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCBS RELATING TO THE KIDNAP

PING AND PRESUMED MURDER OF WILLIAM MORG.'N, AND OF 

THE ATTEMPT TO CARRY OFF, ~AVlD C. MILLER, UD TO 
"BURN, OR DESTROY, THE PRINTING ·OFFICE OF THE LATTER, 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREVENTIJIG THE PRIJITING AND PUB

LISHING OF A BOOK BNTITLED, "ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASON

RT." PREPARED UNDER T~ DIRECTION 011 THE SEVERAl. 

COMMITTEES APPOINTED AT MEETINGS OF THE CITIZENS OF 

THE COUNTIES OF GENBSEE, LIVINGSTO~, ONTAIUO, MON-
1\OE, AND NIAGARA. IN TUB STATB OF NEW YORK: WITH,AN 

APPBNDIX, CONTAlIUNG MOST OF THE DEPOSITIONS AND OTH
.ER DOCUMENTS, 1:0 SUBSTANTIATE THE STATEMENTS MADE, 

AND DISCLOSING MANY PARTICULARS OF THE TIlANItACTIONI. 

!iOT INCLUJ)IlJ) iN THE NARRATIVE. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

'The committees, upon whom their fellow 'citizens in different 
l'COunties and towns imposed the duty of investigating the trans· 
.actions detailed in the subjoined narrative, were soon convince" 
that it would be their duty to publish, as soon as should be prac· 
ticable, an account of them. They were anxious to use all pos
sible preCaution to avoid errors in the statements. For that pur
pose, three of their number visited Lewiston and Niagara in 
March last, by which some unimportant mistakes were corrected, 
and some further important information was elicited. It should bt' 
noticed by the reader, that the transactions detailed, extende4 
over a distance of 170 mileS; that the information is drawn from _ 
various and distant sources; that the character of the conspil'llCf 
is entirely new; that the committees have DO means of acquiring 
iid'ormation b~t persuasion, which often fails of success;. that their 
investigation encountered almost every kind of opposition from 
the parties concerned, and the numerous friends of those impli
,'cated in tbeconspiracy. Under all these embarrassments, they 
trust that the cudid part of their fellow citi~ns will attribute the 
delay in the publication of this account, to the causes assigned. , 

,-and not to negligence or improper motives. Good faith, and a due , 
regard to the course ofjUblic justice, require them, even !J0 "!' to. 
'Withhold many facts an circumsknces, until legal iDvest'Ptlons ., 
I)I'e Justituted and finished. 

1h 
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INTRODUCTION • 
• The following narrative has heen compiled with as much care 

and accuracy as thl' circumstances would admit. It has been 
frequently called for, and, as Milby roay tltink, has been-too long 
kept back; but the causes of delay were sucb as the committees 
could not prevent or obviate. w'e tinst that it will be found to 
~ontain a plain and unvarnished statement, and that we have used 
DO harsh terms or extravagant expressions. The committees 
have considered the duty of pr~aring it 88 one, the performance 
of which they could not neglect, without disappointing the rea· 
sonable expectayons of a large number of their respectable fel. 
Ipw citizens. '.[)he transactions detailed in the narrative, have, 
in themselves, a character of such enormous wickedness-they 
exhibit such utter disregard of all those principles and rules of 
-conduct, which have, heretofore, been held sacred in all civilized 
communities-their consequences seem to us so entirely subver
sive of the principles of our government, and so destructive of 
our rights, that any attempt, on our part, to comment upon them 
appeared superfluous. -

1'be general voice of the community has been beard already. 
'rhe free and enlightened citizens of our cOUiltryhave not been 
unmindful of the duty they owed to themselves, -their country, and 
their offspring. . 

'We have not been left to act alone and- unsupported. -What
ever apprehensions some of us might at first. b&.ve entertained, 
lUI to the extent of the enmity -and violence We might be called 
upon to encounter, in the prosecution of objects we had in view, 
we were not long left in doubt or apprehension ·wJietlterwe $bould 
receive the support of the Virtuous part of our countrymen. 

Those objects were, 1st-To aid in re-establishing'We aotlIori. 
ty of the laws, by tbe restoration of"William Morgan tobis coun
try, his liberty, and his family. 

2d. To aid in the discovery, exposure, and plmfglunent of those 
who had, by violence -and frand, deprived-bim of'bill''Iitlel'ty, and; 
~ we now believe, of his life. ' 
'ad. The discovery and disclosure of the ~ af'the-'~on

~iracy, Which, !t was manifest to us, ilad been fdti'fted to·,eftect 
'the unlawful objects of the -c01lspiraton~ And, 

4d». TIle ~ng knOWJl to tbe pubii'c.1he :pri~ tIM ~ 
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tives which ~ppeared to have governed the conspirators, so far 8$ 

those principles seem to us in direct hostility to our civil rights, 
and so far as those motives are calculated to prompt persons, un
der their influence, to actions destructive of, and inconsistent with, 
our free institutions. . 

The first of these declared objects, we deeply regret to say, 
we have failed to accomplish, and scarcely a ray of hope enlight
ens the dark cloud of guilt and mystery which impends over the 
fate of our fellow citizen. 

The probability that several hundred of our fellow citizens, 
most of whom had, heretofore, maintained a good character, had 
conspired to effect the murder of a helpless mau, seemed to us 
so shocking, so at war with that reverence for the life of our fel
low creatures, which God himself has impressed upon the human 
mind, so decidedly in opposition to that general benevolence of 
feeling which has distinguished our countrymen in particular, that 
for many mont\ls, we resisted the sqpposition, of the bare possi
bility of such a crime, with disgust and. horror. We were un
willing to believe that respectable men, would, directly or indi
rectly, suggest or aid the commission of a crime which seldom 
escapes punishment, or expose themselves to the disgrace which 
·&oy attempts, on their part, to bame investigation by secrecy or 
silence, could not fail 'eventually to bring upon them. But we 
have been compelled to feel the justice of the remark made to us 
by one well versed in the operations of the human mind:-"77&at 
when the demon of fano1,iciMn. ia at work, there i. flO lmo1I1ing 
to wl&at extent of mi8Chief artd turpitude he may lead hi. diaci-
plu." . 

The seeond object has been, in part, effected by the influence 
of that high and holy regard to official duty, which has operated 
upon the public officer., and grand jury of Ontario COUflty, and 
which is still manifesting itself by a faitliful application of the 
powers vested in them by their country. How far their honora
ble example will be imitated in other counties remains to be seen. 

The third and fourth objects, it is not intended to prosecute in 
the following statement, excepting so far as they may be of ne
cessity brought into view, in the detail of facts which we p~ose 
to make. 

We do not feel qualified, nor haVQ we time, for the proper per
formance of a duty in which our fellow citizens, and those who 
shall succeed us, are so deeply interested. Time, the test of troth, 
",hich brings to light the hidden works of iniquity, and exP08~ 
the unhallowed designs of the guilty, will contribute to unfold the 
principles and motives which have prompted the crimes of fraud-
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ulent arrests, by the abuse of civil process, riot, kidaapping, and' 
perhaps murder, and which have induced so many to sanction 
them openly. 

Those who have more leisure and more ability than ourselves, 
may, and we have DO doubt will, hereafter call the attention of our 
tallow citizens to the questions, how far these principles are in 
conformity with our republican 'maxims-how far their influence 
is calculated to corrupt and destroy the integrity of the human 
mind-and how far the existence of the source nom which they 
are believed to emanate, is reconcilable with the stability and 
preservation of the constitution, and the enjoyments of our rights 
and liberties. 

We trust we have no desire to give to the transactions we have 
detailed, a consequence which they do not deserve. Those ac
tions cannot be unimportant, in which so large a portion of our 
countrymen have taken so deep an interest. That they have done 
so, we think is honorable to themselves, useful to their country, 
and has been gratifying to us. 

We have studiously, and we hope conscientiously, avoided 
throwing the slightest imputations upon anyone, however humble 
his situation in life, when a correct statement of facts did not re
quire it; and we have not, refused to disclose the names of the ac
tors, when we had unexceptionable evidence of the parts they 
have performed; . We have disclosed things truly as they have 
come to our knowledge, without fear or favor. 
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A NARRATIVE, &0. 
William Morgan was a native of the state of Virginia, born in 

Culpepper county, in the year 1775 or6, aDd a mason by trade. 
Having by his industry accumulated a fund sufficient for-the pur
pose, be commenced businel8 as a trader, or merchant, in Rich-
mond, in that state. . 

During his residence tbere, in October 1819, be married Lu
einda Pendleton, tbe oldest daugbter of the Rev. Joseph Pendle
ton, of the MethodistconneKion, and Il respectable planter, re
siding in Washington county. He remoyed from the state of 
Virginia in tbe fall of 1821, and commenced the business of a 
brewer, near York, in Upper Canada. The destruction of bis es
tablishment by fire, reduced bim from a comfortable situation to 
poverty. and rendered it necessary for him to resume bis trade of 
a lJIIUIon: with that intention he moved to Roebester in this state, 
where he labored at that business for some fime.. From Rocb
ester he removed to Batavia, in Genesee couGty, wbere b~ work
ed at his trade until a short time before he wa41 carried away from 
his home and bis family: Sometime in tbe year 1826, rumours 
were beard, that Morgan, in connexion with other personll, was 
preparing and intended to publish a book whicb would reveal the 
secrets of Free Masonry, and that David, C. Miller, a p~'er 
in the village of Batavia, was engaged in putting the work to.the 
press. This rumor, like all others, in wbicb the community at 
large feel no interest, excited no attention from thE! respectable 
part of it, who supposed that the publication, whatever it might 
be, was intended as a catch-penDy production, for the supply of 
pedlars and hawkers. It was at last noticed by some of the cit
izens, that an excitement of some kind, existed among certain. 
persons in the village, in relation to the pUblication of the book. 
which it was said Morgan was engaged iD compiling; and it was 
at length openly avowed by a number of persons, who ware un, 
derstood to be members of the masoniQ fraternity, that the sup
pression of tbe work was determined on at all hazards. A large 
number of the subscribers to Mr. Miller's paper suddenly with-. 
drew tbeir subscriptions, numerous suits were commenced 
against him, to enforce the payment of small debts, and their col- . 
leotion was prosecuted in the manner most cslcuJated to distress. 
and embanus him. 

On the ninth day of August, 1826, an advertisement was .in
~erted in a paper pJintod: in. Canandaigua, of which the fQ1l0WlDg 
J8 an exact copy. 

Er.2 
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'r~rllCE AN£? Gr£?UTIOll~ 
. 'If a man calling himself William Morgan, should intrude him
self on the community, they should be on their guard, particular-

i!:'~~::~r¥?b~~:~::ctrt~;1:ir: berG> e';:U%hb;!S ::111£?h~~ 
notice. Any information in relation to Morgu, can be obtained 
by calling at the MASONIC HALL, itt this village. lIretlwef& and 

:~kt':i~1~11~~:::;;~i. reqnb"ft"fd to nadJ'h bbd go1'~ 
():j-Mor9an is eonsi~red a swindl>er and a daDg9rous IOU. 
~There are people in this village who would be happy ttJ:see 

Hail' Capt" 
Hananhbifgua, Augml& hth, lS20j"; 
ifgbis notice and caution w~1'I immediately copied· in£:z> 'Spir-

it of the Times,' and the 'People's Press,' two newspapers print- . 
cd in th~ villahe of Batavia, aod, as w,e ar? well assured; it was 
Gtriuerted 10 papbrr, pl'lnte,r the we£:;0bUb conn-

of thie 
We arc assured also, and to some of the committee iti'Bperson

ally koown, that about tbe same time that tbis notice appeared, 

r;;1~~~~:;~~~1 r:::!!: W"f;,t hya DUTuhtt :~~:~1;~~::~:~1~;;t~;:d 
no Particular crimes against them, and with whom they were 
~1mown to have had any recent connexion8 or collisions what-

that appnr,ruf the ymh!it at larh¥?" 
de%;ll;ed to 2brticulaTI0iends thet was aFizemedfor 

his perf!Onal safety, and feared an attack upon biB office, and he 
took mea~ures. to defend h~msf'lf a~ain~t secret?r open ~ol~nce. 

eeeea~e::4~;:;~ ~:d ;~ t~~~:;;~4G~1,SI~~: 1~o~e::~~! ::: 
server took notice that the reputed members the mm£el%ic fra; 
temity had frequent assemblages, and very many strangers ap
!G44ared and disappeared from the village of BIltavi!lG without 

...... 4e"'!44"1; any for visit, have 
Gmy traosart, "nd mG?!;& whoii% fiilamed 
desirous of avoiding observation. About the middle of August, 

calling himself Daniel Johns, suddenly app6Med ittJ Bitt&'-

{4e4,;~~e~:reuei~!~ng at ~;;~ a;i¥:~:rP~lrlli4Y h~':~;;e'te~:} 
Morgan'S book, and offered to advance any tftWD of lM~ey that . 
might be wanted; he was accepted and received inlo'tbelrl e.,gft. 
Ik"flbC. 

hratnrh! and thb of £rillit, Uitle'de&biled by 
.Jllmes GansoD,.ofLeRoy, formerly a member of tbe'~lature-. 
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&om the countyat' Genesee, and a Kaigbt'tempIar, toa person 
whose affidavit of that statem~nt is now in ou~ p08seuion. That 
he was sent for from thirty miles be~nd IWipton, to cbeat or 
take in Miller; that he was a Kuipt Templar, and a cunning fel
low, ad- had answered the pIHJI088 he w. s8ll& to accomplish: 
for be bad' got away part of the papers and cut tbe work into two 
parts, so tbat Miller could DOt go on with it.. 

On tbe 25th day of July, 1826, Morgan was committed 10 the 
custody of tbe sherii' of the county of Genesee, at the suit of 
Nathan Follett, &lid ga,e bail for the jaillimita. He had been 
sued· sometime before in tee Supreme Qourt, for a considerable 
debt due to a gentleman of Rochester, and tweofbis then friends 
had become his special bail, to wit: Nahu-m Loring and Orange 
Allen. Duri'll the montb of August, his family and himself 
boarded at Mr. Stewart's in the crowded part of tbe village, but 
for the purpose of security and to avoid interruption, he, himself 
spent most of the time in the upper room of Mr. John Davids' 
house, some distance from his lodgings, and separated bytbe Ton
awanda creek from the business part of the tOW8. 00 the 19th 
of August, 1826, Jobnso,n Goodwill, Kelsey Stone, uti John 
Wilson, residents of the village, but holding no oftieial station, 
accompanied by one Daniel H. Dana, a constable _ding at 
Pembroke, about fourteen miles distant from the village of Jla
.tavia, went together to Davids' house. They first inquired-for, 
Davids' and Towsley, the two men whe were beads Gf the two 
folies that Occupied tbe house, and being told they were not at 
home, without asking for Morgan, or ¢viug any previous notice 
to the famili~s, they rushed at once up tbe stairway into the room 
where he was writing, siezed.his person and all the papers which 
he was then busie.d in arranging for the press, and took him at 
OBce to the oounty jail, without aHowing bim time or opportunity 
to proeure other bail. . . . 

We pretend not to state how far the sheriff was a party in this 
transaotion. He was observed to be in the compMlY of the four, 
and went with them to the bridge, where he appeared to stay OD 

the look out until they returned with Morgan, when he accom
panietl them to jail. )Iorgan remaiaed in elo&e confinement from 
Saturday afternooB UtItil Mimday morning, duriug which bate he 

, received numerous visits from the persona who had interested 
tberaselves in the suppression of the hook. As SOCID as Motpa'. 
illiptiaomneDt was -knolVll to bis friends, which was not more than 
an h&tll' titer his capture, three of the. -.de diligent seMCb for-

. # 5ee Appendix, No.1, end o(tht 1IGIIIIIH\. 
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the sherifi' iD all the usual places of his resort, for'the purpose of 
otrering themselves as bail for him. They went three times to 
his dwelliDg house, without being able to see him; they inquired 
at the jail and sberift"s office for the. jailer: neither sherifF or jailer 
was to be found until after 12 o'clock at night, when, of c0urs8;,it 
was too late to procure his release until Monday morning. On 
the evening of the same Saturday, about sunset, the same John
son Goodwill, and Daniel H. Dana, with Thomas McCully, re
paired to the dwelling house of Mr. Ste.tart, where Morgan 
boarded. They alledged, and we presume they bad an execution,. 
in which McCully was pla.intitr, and Morgan defendant. McCully 
inquired of Mrs. Mor~ whetbel' Morgan had any property, who 
answered, 'You know we have none; we have got nothing since 
we came from ypur house.' To a similar inquiry addressed to Miss 
Stewart, she answered, 'She knew of none, but that they lodged 
in an upper chamber.' Goodwill and Dana passed into the cham
ber, leaving McCully below, and proceeded to rummage, without 
permission or ceremony, among the trunks, boxes, drawers, and 
every other place where it was probable that papers could be found; 
they examined such letters as they found, and seized a small trunk 
of Morgan's, which bad a few papers in it, saying they would ex
amine, ad if they were of consequence to Morgan, they would 
return them. While Goodwill and Dana were thus employed 
above stairs, McCully observed to Miss Stewart, who remained 
with him below, 'That he should like to find property to satisfy 
his execution, but that was not his principal object, he did not care 
so much about that, 88 he did to get some papers belongiDg to 
Morgan.' One of the chests or trunks was found locked. It 
belonged to a lodger in the bouse. His name "was mentioned, 
and McCully declared 'He did not wish to examine that, as he 
was a Royal Arch Mason.' After remaining in the house about 
half an hour, they departed; and as they were Jeaving the house, 
McCully or Goodwell said to Mrs. Morgan, 'We have just con
ducted your husband to jail, and shaU keep him there until we 
find his papers.' That numerous individuals, in different and 
distant parts of our country, took a deep interest in the suppres
sion of the book, we are not at liberty to doubt in the slightest 
degree; and the intenseness of their anxiety, betrayed them, in .ery 
many instances, into the avowal of intentions and feelings which 
manifested how little they were disposed to regard the laws of the 
land, and the lives of their fellow citizens, if the violation or the 
first, and the des~ruction of the second, should'become neeesiary 
to etrect that obJ~t. Some of the particular declaratiOlls "of in
dividuals from which we have ... wn these conclusioDs, will be-
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found in an ajlpendix, with some or the authorities upon which 
thl!y are published." 

After Morgan was taken away, the shElrifF of the county of" 
Genesee avowed to Mrs. Morgan his belief that the real object 
of-taking- him away, was to coerce the surrender of his papers; 
and he opened a negotiation with her, by the aid of Nathan Fol
let· and George Ketchum, for the restoration of her husband, 

. upon condition of surrendering his papers to the Masons; and if 
any doubts could have existed in our mind II, of the anxiety to 
suppress this work, and the determination to effect it at all haz· 
ards, they would have been set at rest by the affidavits of Nicholas 
G. Chesbro, and Edw~d Sawyer, read before the court which 
sentenced them, of which copies will be found in the appendix. t 

On the 8th day of September, 1826, Nathan Follet, an active 
member of the masonic fraternity, residing at Batavia, desired 
James Ganson, who then kept a tavern at the village of Stafford, 
six miles east of Batavia, to prepare a cold supper, or refresh
ment, for bet~een forty and fifty men, who, he said, would be 
there that night. They accordingly assembled, and were headed 
or commanded by a Col. Edward Sawyer, residing at Canandai
gua. From the affidavit of Green, and other information re
ceived, it appears that this mob, which was to act under the di
rection of Sawyer, was to have been composed of persons from 
severat different and distant places, and some of them even from 
Upper Canada. At a late hour of the night, the conspirators, 
conducted by Sawyer, departed from Ganson's, and proceeded 
to Batavia, for the parpose, as was avowed, of procuring tho 

. manuscript papers, and printed sheets, and suppressing the 
publication of Morgan's book, by breaking into the printing of., 
Bee, and, if necessary to effect their object, carry off Morgan 
and Miller. What circumstances or occurrences-deterred them 
fr3m proceeding to extremities, are not known, further th'an hue 
been derived from their own statements since, and the affidavit or 
Green.! They received information, it is supposed, of the fact, 
that Miller knew of their intention, and had prepared to defend 
the office with fire arms, and of course concluded that their pro
ject could not be carried into effect, without the risk and proba
ble loss of some of their lives; and however anxious to prevent 
the diaelosure of the secrets of Masonry, they seem to have been
unwilling to sacrifice their limbs or Jives in its senice. At day 

• Appendiz, No. 30. 
. t Appendix, Noe. 8 and 9. 
t AppandU, No. I, 
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dawn they separated, and re~ated from tbe village, without ba.v
ing affected any thing. . Part of them fe-assembled at Ganson's 
house, in Stafford, where Sawyer was branded as • coward for 
Dot effecting the object for which he bed started •• 

Miller occupied, as printing offices, the second story of two 
wooden buildings in the compact part of tile village of B'ltavia, 
nearly all ofwhicb coDsists of wooden buildiDgs-the twe offices 
were separated by II.D alley about lwelve feet wide. A family of 
ten perilous occupied the lower purt of one of aoo buildings, a,od 
Miller's assistants, six iu number, always slep~ in the ullper 
100lll8. On the aigbt of Suaday, the 10th of September, 1826, 
the inhabitauts of the village were alarmed by the cry of fire, 
which proceeded from these offices, but was soon extinguished; 
the fire was first .discovered by bright flames bursting.from under 
the outside stairway., leading into the printing offices. OR ex.
alDinalion it was evident that the attempt· had been made ~th 
very miD"te preparauons. Remains of straw, and coUon balls, 
saturated wilh spirits of turpentine, were found uDder the stairs: 
a short brush W&ll found, whichhlUi evidently been dipped in tur
pentine; and the sidings of the houses were slQeared with that 
liquid. A short distance from tile building a dark lantern was 
found. It will be manifest to every.persOD who aees the siwation 
of tlte ofticos, and adjacent buildings, that if the me bad gotten 
much headway, a considerable portion of the village woultl have 
been cODsluned. For some other information reJc&ting to tho 
d~erent attempts on Millers office, the reader ia referred to._ the 
affidavits of John Mann, and Thomas G. Green, contain64i in 
the appeDdtx. (No. 16, and 17.) 

In Marcb, 1827, the committee, 011 the affidavU of John Mann, 
(to which the rea4er bas. been refened,) obtained a warrant for 
the apprehension of Riebard Howard, as the incendiary, .. de
spatched a messenger to Buffalo for the. purpose. of arresti,ng __ 
That. ~o step should be taken witlwut due caution, they requested 
a mend in Buffalo to examine. into tbaft8ir, aAd instruc~d. bim. 
that, if satisfactory proof existed that Howard was at ~, 0& 

:Monday RlOl'JIing early, engaged in IaiaJ usual oce~, he was 
authorized to witWtold the. precept. The friend to 1'ib~ they 
had written, chose to call in to his aid four otbe1s, • after 
muehreflectioa, say they 'felt it to be right to advise the offi~ 
B9t. to arrest Howard,and had takeD their meaautea with such 

. prudence .. ~ they thougbt would pre"'1nt aU knowledge of the 
.....-..- ; .... 

... Sawyer, aad 801De .there, have been indicted tW this atte_pt. but-their
trial. have Dot yet taken place. 
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llomplaint from coming to his ears; that they had felt the more 
confidence in that course, from the belief that Howard would not 
leave the place, but would be found to answer the charge, if such 
proof should thereafter be produoed, as sOOuld warrant the pur
suit of criminal proceedings against him.' A few days after re
ceiYing the letter of these gentlemen, the committee obtained sat
isfaetory proof that, about the time the attempt was made, Howard 
had been at Blltavia, in secret consultation with a member of the 
fraternity. . A second oftieer was despatched, with positive direc
tions to arrest bim for examination. But the ofticer, on his anival 
at Buffalo, was informed, 'by one of the gentlemen who had writ
ten the letter, that the night after its date, (March 9th,) Howard 
laad' absconded, though they could not ascertain by what means 
be had been alarmed. He bas never @ince been heard of by any 
member of the committee. The- secreo1snd celerity of his de
parture-the active part he took in the conspiracy-and the facts 
detailed in the second Ilffidavit of J·ohn Mann, will leave not much 
doubt on the minds of the readers, that he feared aD arrest on a 
much· higher charge than that of attempting to set fire 1G'the print
ing oftices of Miller.*' 

On Sunday moming, the tenth day of Sept. 1826, Nicholrul 
G. CheselJl'o, of the village of Canandaigua, a hatter by trade, 
'and Master of-the Masonic Lodge in that'place, and one of the 
tml'oners of Ontario county, applied for, and obtained &om Jeffrey 
Chipman, a justice of the JAlace, a warrant for the apprehension 
of William Morgan, on a'charge of stealing a shirt and cravat, 
in May previous, from an innkeeper named Kingsley, who after
wards deposed that he had no intention of entering' a complaint 
against Morgan, until be was prompted to it by Chesebro and his 
associates. Haviftg obtained the warrant, whi~h,was directed to 
him as eoroner, he called upon Holloway Hayward, a constable, 
who, with Chesebro, Henry Howard, a merchant of CaJlandai
gua, Harris Seymour, Moscs Roberts, and one Joseph Scofield, 
took their departure from Canandaigua, on the morning of the 
same day, in an extra stage, hired for the ooeasiOD by Chesebro.· 

At Avon, the party were joined by Asa NowleD, an innkeeper: 
at Caledonia, by John Butterfield, a store keeper; and at Le Roy, 

'by Ella G.' Smith: all of whom, as Hayward has since 'deposed, 
seemed to know that be'had a warrant against Morgan. The 

',arty proceeded to the'village of Stafford, where they stopped to 
'take supper at a public house then kept by James Gason. 1m. 
mediately after their arrival itt, Sta1ford, on Sunday ewping, Sam-

* Appendix, No. Iii. 
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\Jel S. Butler, a physician residing there, was introduced to some 
of the party, and informed that they, or the officer, bad a wammt 
for Morgan, and he was requested to mention that circumstance 
to Nathan Follett and William Seaver, then Master of the Bata
via Lodge, both residents of Batavia village, for which he imme
cliately started. The party having finished their supper were DOW 

joined by Ganson, and started for Batavia. About two miles 
fi-om that place they were met by Dr. Butler, who had some con
~oo, in a low voice, with Ganson, and communicated to him 
the answer of Follett, .which was, that they should ROt COf118 on: 
Some of the party said they would proceecl; they bad come for 
the purpose, and would go 00. They concluded, however, that 
it was DOt adviseable to proceed in .the carriage, and most of the 
party left it about a mile and a half east of the village, and pro
ceeded on foot to Batavia, and the remainder retumed with the 
carriage. The next moming early, Morgan was arrested and 
taken to the public house where the party had slept. An extra stage 
was procured for the retW'D of the party, in which they left the 
vil1age with Morgan. Just as they were about to start, Miller 
came up and insisted that Morgan should not be taken away, ~ 
lie was in custody of the sheriff of the .county for debt, and be, 
Miller, was one of bis bail. Miller, bowever,was immediately 
pushed aside by Danolds, the tavern keeper, who closed the door, 
and Chesebro, having seated himself on the outside with the driv
er, urged him to drive fast until be should get out of the county. 
But the driver became uneasy, and stopped about eighty rojls 
from Danolds, refusing to proceed. He was, however, perBQad
.~ to go as far as Stafford, where he was assured Ganson would 
become his surety against all responsibility; and on his arriving 
.. t Stafford, Ganson accordingly gave him such assurances as in
liuced bim to proceed. At Le Roy, Hayward, who beld the pro
eess, offered, as be afterwards said, to take Morgan before the 
justice of tbe peace, wbo bad endorsed the warrant, that be might 
wve bail if be chose. No such offer wu made to him in Bata
via, where be might have found bail, and there was no reason te 
iluppoae that he could have friends in Le Roy, to whom he could 
apply in such an emergency. He accordingly declined; sayingt 
that when he got to C~d~a, he could convince Mr. Kings
ley, the apparent preseeutor, that be did Dot inteDd to steal the 
sbirt and cravat. The party arrived at Cau,andaigua, fifty miles 
east of Batavia, about sunset, and Morgan was examined by tb& 
PJagistrate. LotoD ~awson appeareJi as a witness on bis be~ 
and made sucb statements as induced the discharge of Morpu. 
tto have procured his imp~~eot (or a larceny. ~'UlcI, tJf, 
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\.-oUl'Se, have defeated the real object of the CODSpiratorS, because 
his person would have been out of their control. As soon as 
Morgan was thus discharged from arrest under the criminal pro
-cess, Chesebro produced a claim against him for a debt of two 
donars, due to one Aaron Ackley,.an innkeeper in Canandaigua, 
with an authority to collect the debt on his ~wn account. M or
gan admitted the debt, confessed judgment, and, seemingly aware 
of the determination to detain him, p,illed off his coat, and desir-

o ed the constable to fevy on it, or take it as ~urity for the debt. 
Hayward, the constable, refused to take it, and conducted i\Ior
gan to jail, where he was left about ten o'clock in the evening • 

. On Tuesday, the 12th clay of September, about noon, a crowd 
of men suddenly appeared in the village of Batavia, nearly all of 
·whom carried with them clubs, or sticks, newly cut, and resem
bling one another, and, to all appearance, provided for the occa
sion. The crowd assembled theDl$8lves at the house of Danolds, 
an innkeeper. To the oldest inhabitants of the village, almost 
.all of them were strangers, and to this day the names of very 
few have been distinctly ascertained by us, although the whole 
Dumber thus equipped was sixty or seventy. They were mani
festly selected for the occasion, because their names and persons 
were not known to the inhabitants of the village generally. No 
motive for their sudden appearance was I!Ssigned. Immediately. 
after this assemblage, Jesse French, one of the constables of the 
county, repaired to :&Iiller's printing office, and, in a rude and 
violent manner, arrested him, aIleging that he had a criminal 
process, or a process in behalf of the people. After detaining 
him in a room at Danolds' tavern about two hours, they put him 
into an open wagon. Seven men, exclusive of the driver, all 
armed with clubs, took their seats in the wagon, all of whom. 
were unknown to him. French, the cODSl!J.ble, having mounted 
his horse, the whole mob proceeded to Stafford, a village about 
six: miles east from Batavia. On arriviug there, }liller was seiz- . 
ed by two men, and conducted to a room in the third story of a 
stone building, ordinarily used as a masonic lodge room. In this 
room he was 'guarded by five men, who said they were acting as 
assistants to French, and under his orders. While thus secluded 
and guarded, his counsel, with four or five of his friends, arrived, 
and the former, after 80tne ~ort detention, was permitted by 
French to see .him. The constable waJJ then asked for a sigbt, 
or description. of the warrant, by virtue of which he beld IIiIler 
in custody; but he steadily refused to exhibit or des~ribe it; but 
still left no doubt on tlle mind of Miller or his COUTJsel, that the 
warrant was in a criminal proceeding, and at length avowed that 

Fp' , 
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it bad been iMUed by a magistrate at I.e Roy. It should here' 
be stated, that, about three -days before the successiVe arrests ef· 
Morgan and Miller, Daniel Jolms, whose sudden appeanmce at 
]Satan. .. been mentioned, suddenly disappe8Jed ftom that 
place. A short time after Miler's introduction to the lodge roOm, 
at Stafford, this same Daniel JohDs entered the rOORl, hoMiag in 
his baud a drawn sword, and walked, with large'and quick stepe, 
ilCro.BS die roo.m. and, as ~i1ler d~bes iJ, seemed arixio'ils to 
insptte terror into the captive. Miller, howlver, ventured to re
iJlonstrate with hiIQ; haviDg leamed, in some way which he can
not recoUect, that Jobos was his prosecutor. Johns, however, 
answered in a voice that faltered a little, 'Miller, I am onJydoiilg 
what I bave been ordered to do.' During his detention in the 
room. one of the guards told him, in language loud enough to be 
heard by all in the room, that he was not to be tried at Le lIDy, 
nor to stop there, nor to be tried by an ordimny tribunal; but was 
going wbere Morgan was,. Miller asked what tribllDaJ; he repli
ed, you will see. The othel'll made no remarks in denial or ex
planation, but he heard dna man say to another, Miller is nothing 
but tJ1l Eritered Jlpprmtice. To detail all the evasive falsehoods 
and idle asserti0D8, by which Freneh and his coadjutors endeav
ored to excuse themselves from proceeding with Miller to the jus
tice's office at Le Roy, would be a useless waste of our own 
time, and the patience of the reader. 

It was manifest that the conspiratol'8 wished to consume the 
time, until night should favor the cOmpletion of their projects~ and 
that to proceed to 'Le Boy was ao part of their plan, if it could 
be avoided. 'But in the course of the &&moon, French, 'seem
ingly by inadyertenoo, ~d that the process ,he had against 
Miller, was, in fact, a proce88'in a civil suit; and from that time 
his resolution seemed someWhat -shaken. About dusk the whole 
crowd proceeded, with much noise and tumult, toLe Roy, four 
miles, .'and, '1Uter many efforts on the part ofFreneh to prevent 
him from so doing, Miller got himself p1aeed before the justice, 
who had issued the wammt. 'French then gave directions to two 
of his assistluits, and' disappeared. MiHer staid in the office 
about half an hour, dUI'inJ which time the' JusUcecalled for the 
constable and warran~ but neither constable, warrant, or plain
tiff, appeared, and 1I1e '-lustice itiformed 'Mr.' Miller that he was 
at liberty to go where 'he pleased. This was'aOOtlt~e o'clock 
in the eveninJ. -It appeared&om the docket or'the-magistrate 
'that a WBrraot bad beenusued against MUler, and:One:.John De
'vids; on ,the 'Oath, and at tbe"!quest 6f Daniel J .. : JOlla Da. 
, 'rids had been also arrested by the dir~ODs of F_h.,~onhe 
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sberiB' of the county informed them that he was in his custody on 
the jail limits. upon which he was discharged from the arrest-
Miller baviog thus obtained permission to re\urn, was ~ the 
best of his way to a public house, when French and Johns sud
denly appeared agaill: The former endeavored to seize Miller 
by the collar, and caDed loudly for help to retake the prisoner; 
Johns asked if there was DO person there wbo would help to S8-

. cure that man. But altbough attempts were made to regain 
possession of Miller"he succeeded in reaching a public house; 
and after another ineffectual attempt by French, and his usoci
ates, to prevellt him, he retumed late at night to Batavia, and re
lie.ved his family from terror and alarm. That thia lawless as
semblage of men took place for the purpose of securiog the ar
I'est of Miller, by virtue of a process never intended to be acted 
upon, we shall take DO troubhl to show to the public. We have 
conclusive proof from the express declarations of tholO who led 
the troop, and from various other sources, that one of the objects 
they bad in view was to puD down the office of Miller, if that 
should be necessary for the purpose of gettiog poBsesaion of the 
printed sheets and manuscripts of the expected book. 

We are ,.timed that their visit was expected by many decent 
men in the village of Batavia, aud their intention to pull down 
the printing office of Miller, ifsucb a step should become neces
sary to get possession of the printed sheets and manuscripts of 
Morgan's book, bas been repeatedly proved: And we are also 
bGUDd to declare, that lome of those who were in the secret, dis
approved of the design, and endeavored, by the exertion of their 
personal infiuence, to prevent them from coming. Weare DOt, 

however, able to state, what it would give us satisfaction to state, 
that any information was given to tb,e magistrates, or 'other pub
lic officers, or to any other respectable inhabitants of the village, 
which would have apprised them of the intended outrage, and 
jUltitied them in requiring the interference of the civil or milita
ryauthority. It was a singular circumstance, that on the day 
when the visit of this mob took place, .all the magiatrates of the 
village were called upon to attend as witoe .. es Wore a justice 
of the peace, in an adjoiniog town, and were actuaUy abseDt 
when they arrived, and continued 10, absent, uotil they bad de
parted. We are satisfied that they were regularly summoned to 
attend as witn .. s .. ; and if the circumstance was Dot accident
al, it mUlt of coarse IlaTe been known to the leaders of the mob 
that their operations on that Jay would oot probably be iDterruPtr 
cd by any interferenC!e 00 the part of the ofticial coa""ar 0 
the peace. At the October sesaioaa of the cOUIIt, co1ll'4 ames 
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Ganson, Jesse French, Ros\VeU Wilcox, nDd James Hurlburt, 
were indicted for a riot, nnd for assaulting and falsely imprison
ing David C. MiDer. Their trial took place at the court of Oyer 
and Terminer, beld in April before judge Birdsall, in Gene,see 
county. French, Wilcox and Hurlburt, were found guilty,"aod 
sentenced to close confinement in the county jail for different pe-

, rlodd-viz: French for one year, Wilcox for six months, and Hurl
burt for three: Ganson was acquitted: two other indictments. were 
found against bim-one for a conspiracy \With Daniel Johns, 
and George Ketchum, lo obtain Morgan~s manuscripts or priDted 
sheets: the other, for a conspiracy, with sixteen others, to de
stroyMiller's office. On these he has not yet been tried. 

On the trial, abeve mentioned, it was proved, tllnt 00 the morn
ing of the 12th, before the party came to Batavia, at stafford. 
and in the lodge room, Ganson was appointed tbe leader or cap-
tain of the expedition against Miller's office. . 

Supposing the reader to have perused the affidavit of Mrs. 
Morgan, contained in the Apl)endix, we proceed to mention that, 
immediately after her return, (i. e. not more than a few hours) 
from her useless visit to Canandai~a, to ber desolate bome. the 
same Thomas M'CuJly, whom we have mentioned before, called 
on her, and said 'that he had been appointed by the lodge to pro
'vide for the support of herself and her children, and bad pro
'vided board for them at a public tavern in- the village;' the 
sable in which her husband had been detained after his arretIt un 
Monday morning, before he was put into the carriage and taken 
away. The unfortunate woman promptly answered, 'that_she 
should accept no assistance from 'the Masons,' for she attribu
ted to the~, without any hesitation, the aftlictions sbe was sutler· 
ing.' . 

It will be seen by her statement that, on her way home, James 
Ganson got into the stage at Le Roy, and assured her tliat be 
was then on his way to Batavia 'to make ttrrtmgemmIB fur her 
'8Upport.' He told her 'That her husband had not been killed. 
'but that she must not be surprised if she did Dot st'e him again 
'in a year: and if she never saw. him again sbe should be weB 
'provided for, and her cbildren sent to school as 800n as they 
'were old enough. '* . 

* About the first of March, 1827. Henry Brown. esquire. of Batavia, said 
to the Orand Commander ofttle Knight. ~ell\P1a.ra EnClllitped at I.e~, 
called at Mrs. Morgan's ~.IJII, and exIIib:ited to the woman ~th "IVholn 
abe board~ a ~, containin!{, as be said, SIlver dollars, which lie pIC!f-.I 
great B1Wety to gJve to her WIthout delay. MI'II. Morgan nfl¥er'" for .. 
dollm, and they were taken away by Mr. Brown, but it ill DOt kilOwatt 
what ule·they were subsequently appropriated. . 
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Ker distre18 oC mind, aDd nnprotected situation, did not fail 
to excit,e the sympathy, and call forth the kind oftlces oC those 
whose sensibilities were not blonted by vice or hatred to her 
lIudand. To compel ber, by dire o8C888ity, to cast heraelC 
upon the bounty of those who had almost avowed their agency 
in producing' tbe 'sodden calamity which bad come upon her, 
and had declared their certain knowledge that there was no 
probability.that·she would again have the support and protection 
oCher husband unlit after the lapse of a year, if ever, could not 
be tolerated. Her immediate wants 'were provided for, and an 
agent sent- to Canandaigua to make inquiries into the fate oC 
ber husband. He procUTed the information contained in the 
depositions,- No.2, 3, 4, a, 6; and 7, which gave such an ex
·traordinary aspect to the transactions, that it was deemed abso
lutely neeeasary to lay them at once before the public, at a meet
ing ~alled for that purpose, in, the village of Batavia. The com
mittee. appointed at that meeting, published the notice contained 
ill tbe A.ppendix, No. 11; and sent'aD agent to make inquiries 
aloogtheroacl from Rochesterto'Lewiston and Fort Niapra. 

Hopes _re for maDy "eeka entertained that he was merely 
detained in confinement- until the' suppression of hie book could, 
be effected by terror or negotiati"n~ but week after week passed 
away, aod nO'correct information of him was received. In this 
state oC suspense and 'anxiety, circumstances occurred which ia 
a great degree destroyed all hOpes ofhis being discovered, and 
created the most unpleasant feetings in the community. It soo. 
became manifest to the committee of Genesee county, that seve
ral hundred men bad been actually concerned in different parts 
of the transactions which bad ended in his' disappearance. Ma
ny of them were men of high standing, and good general chan.c~ 
tera. Numbers of them, without hesitation, openly c1eelared that 
Morgan would never· be Been' again; men, who had frequently 
aslted for, and obtained, the confidence of their fellow citizens, 
unreservedly justified tbe conduct ofth08e by whom he bad been 
kidnapped, and laughel at the efforts that were making to diseov
er his fate. The distress o( his wife was spoken of with con-
temptuous levity in the streets. . 

Chesebro bad assured the keeper of the jail at· Canandaigua, 
that Morgan 'had gone where Miller would never see him ag_1 

.James Ganson exultingly told a member of the Genesee com
mittee, whom he met in the streets of Rochester, that Morgan
'could Dot have beeD rescued if he IuuI been closely followed by 
his friends-that if the committee 'couldtiang, draw! and qu~er 
'aU the Muons that had a band in it, they could Dot pt hna 

Fr2 . 
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'back-tt.t be tHHOI __ , ".. ... ,., ....... ..w .. ~ 
.tiI Go" M-g"'r .Ao.W oall .fqr lilt.' 8""', aM w.a au-: 
thelltie""', 4eclaratioll8 reacbed 111 flo .. tbe ........ toaa, 

. alld fro~ distaDt places; and a ~ au_"" f1l ciIizeJw, ... 
were uDdeatood to be members of 1oqea, spe_ f1l the 0ccur
rence widt • 'risible air of VilUllpb. TIle meat",. of die c0m-
mittee, .. tbey walked the IItNete, ... I8ftIl'aI .... uked by, 
.. who bIIII openly .iuBtified the eoHu.t eI ... kid ...... ' 
'Well. have you fouad )lo .. yet1' , 
Various 6rte were .. to ftter __ Df' tIIea&olD _.".". 

CriendlyremOlt8traDee8, by .... oftbe ................ it wouW 
be to them, ." _yiq they weoW ..... .., IIO.-oU .... p0wer-
ful eDemie.. II.., deceDt men of the onler of ___ ........ 
'ed, 'That"'n. toleam the .... II ........ be __ 
'that if we coaW dilcMer tlte pity, w. aoaId not pt .......... 
'iIIIed; that tMy W ... uecmling to their 0IdeJw, ad W'OIIlcl 
'be borne out-that-tblir bNy ..... a riPt to dnI wida their OWD 
'memi;ers aCCOftlilll to tMir own lan-tlla if' taey hid clone 
'any tbi.." with billa, it ,... DO ODe' ....... but "ir own."· 
They Aid .... t ., ..... who, bad .......... ' to 1IIppI818 the' 
boo~ acted in a body, and-i. eoncert; we ... 1NII organized, and 
enid act with e8'ect, ..... poII •••• ad the ...., talenClaud weaklt 
of the eoan",; that they qaderatood OM anotber. and would par
sue with their y~ an who _ould- ina.fere widl them. " 

Far from .6ct~ to thiDk dial Mer,... W dieappeared vol
watarily, aad fouiPiater purpoaeI, or".. cdii iii.., with biB ltid. 
nappen to deceiv. the public, and eaoite atteldion to Iris book, 
(the tint part of which ".. -not dlen ,.wished, .. did not .,.. 
pear for 1IOID8 neb • .."....) ....... d not the elishtMt ill· 
smIJatiolfof tIM kind. On the oontrary, his abduction was .po
keo of .. hlLYiItg defeatecl the puWicatioD;. aDd we believe they\ 
in general, .ppoaed diet it. aupprenioa wu aoeomplilhad; and 

• A eiaIilar..... ia reIa1iOIl &0 the deetruolioo of MiDer's 6e 
.bould not be OIDiued. Two of the juticee ~be peace, reeidiag ia th: 
viIJa&e of Batavia, are active member8 Gf the muome society. Oil the day 
when Miller .... taken a-1, they"ere, .. before related, aiteDding .. 1Vit
neaBee befGre a mqilltlate in Betliany. One of ibem decJan.l to a __ 
of the Gea __ .......... in the preaenoe ()I the otb-. dIN 44IIe eeed IlGt 

'billU~ if, when he re&lII'DIid te "'te'" he fGund MiDer'a o8ieIl4we1-
"led with thepuncL' He ukedthem.'if they, bein«~oftheP.!J8oe. 
'tbeuglat 11lIOII ~ rigM.o .'~,'I8id- _or them, 'if YGlI found' 
....... abuMIt ~ ~ be4 __ ul.t,.u haft r_toltl1V,ortake 
'&oIubMd bea\ biII ... ouU· nt.perIIOD8auhoJdBthe"'~<JeIloo 
len it hUI ~ ~ to pneerve the peace of tb COIlll~. and IIIICQIe by 
~" or lIIl~t.Qent the p8lIIOlllJ Gf those Who. 11111 threatOil to 
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were extremely mortiftal awl cI.,....w.ed wheD it made its ap 
.,.,..." with IlllSllraDC8S from the put.lisher that the other parts 
of die work had been fiaished by MorgaD, and would cenainly 
he pllWiahed.· • 

We now ,reSUDle our narrative in relatioo to the fate of Mor
ga,after be bad, as before related, been imprisoned in the jail 
at Canaudaipa.· . 

The Blbt eveuiag after Morgan's imprisoDMent for the small 
debt, sooo after dusk, Loton Lawson called at the jail, and de
sired to lee Morgan, which, after some objections from- the keep
." he was permitted to do. He proposed paying the debt, and 
takitag Morgaa with laim to his house, a short distance from the 
village; Morgan seemed willing to be relieved, but expressed an 
incIilJlltinn 10 wait in jail aatil the &ext morning, and retired to his 
bed. After a .bart ab .. nce Lawson returned agaia; and baving 
procured a carriage, and the 88IIistance of a sufficient number of 
..., he eventually ohtaioed t1ae couent of the jailer's wife, who 
.... acting in the Ueeoce of her hUllbaad, to the discharge of 
MOI'IJIlD, aDd be accordiagly left the apartment in which he had 
"n conDed, (LawsOD holding him by the arm,) at about nine 
o'clock ita the evening. .llmo.t d~tJy in front of the jail he was 
siBzed by his supposed frieod Lawson, and some other person, 
aaclnotwithlltanding hisstnJgglea and cries of mur., he was gag
ged, ud led away froID tile jail. The cry of munier, and the 
appea1'Ance ~ a struggle in tbe street, excited a momentary at
te.tion from the people liIVing iu the vicinity of the jail, and a msn 
.... eNt to ascertain what was the cause. The first person he 
came up with was Col. Edwarl Sawyer, who, with Nicholas G. 
Chesebro, was atanding neer by, spectators of the scene.
When asked what was the matter, Col. Sawyer Bl!swered bini 
pnaptly, 'Nothing, only a man has been let out of jail, and has 
beea taUn on a warrant, and is going to be tried.' Receiying. 
t.bi8 aaawer from a perSon of good character, whom he knew, the -• TIle reMer will readil,. pereeive that tbeir confidence in havillg IlUppresli-
cd the W41k, WIll not without plaQSible fulUldationll. Ketchum had OIItain
ed Iiom Mra. Morgan the orlgirial manuaeript of the threefim degreM: (se8 

to her tdBduit:) they were dfti",red to her by Miller for the pUl'JIOIIe of nego
uldiDfwida the fraternity for the rutoratien of her luultand, after he IwI no 
ftIrthU .. _ them. GoodwiU, .Stone, and othera, had aurreptitioualy got
tfJI I8v8lalof the theet. into tbeir posseuion, when they broke lllto Mor~'B 
room; and theYt the same evening, had ranlacked eYery place at his lodpr. 
wlaere ~ COUld hope to find the' manUlCripta. Sucli patts of the llDpIIIlt
ed WOl'k .. Wen! tJaeD oompleted, and 11M not lleen deliYered to Miller • ...,0 
at the _ concealed in a straw bed, in the room &em which MorpB was 
taken. . 

• 
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mao tonaed aIMMIt aocI decliDed to iaterlere. Sawyer'S OWO-K
COUIlt of the traIII&CtioDB, and the part be took in it, will be seen 
by the copy of bit affidavit in the Appeadix, No.9. The car
riap, after having left CauaDd~ was next noticed at the 'Vil
lage of Victor: it was first driven into the open shed of. a tavern, 
kep' by Dr. Thomas Beacb,.from thence into the yard of one 
Enoe Gillia, back of the barn, and out of 81ght ,of the road, about. 
forty rods from the tavern of Beach. James Gillis Hie took from 
his brother's stable a horse, which be mounted, and proceeded 
OD. The ostler was called oq to get ahone for'LawBOn, whom 
he knew. James Gillis, wh~-theD re8ided at Montmorency, in 
Pennsylvania, a brother of Enos Gillis, was recognized at. Victor 
by several persona who Im.w him well, and was seen the aut 
day on horseback in the viciniii)': his participatioD in the trauec
tiOD will account for the I&IIIIeI1ion of George K.etchum, as stated 
in Mrs. Morgan's aftidavit., 'that a man bad come from Penuy1-
'vania, and had taken him away io 8 private carriage.' A COID

parison of thf'88 assertions &ad ,circumstances ,will eoable the 
reader to form some opinion of. the extent of tbeconspiracy, 
the ample preparatioDB that had kM!en made to eft'ect the object of 
it, and the accuracy of the information poll88ased by aU-concern
ed in it, as to wbo Wete the principal mllllllPfB. Git~ disap
peared imdlediately, and has DOt siDet' been seen in this state. He 
was incblCled in the first indictment fouod against· LaWBOll, Saw
yer, ChMebro, and others, bllt as yet bas not beef! arrested or 
tried. Enos Gillis also sooo afterwards left the country, and.bas 
lately moved his family away, and since, he was examined before 
the jury in November, l~, has always been abseIIt from .the 
county at 'sucb times as it was probable he would be called OIl to 
testify. After lellYing Victor, the party drove to Rochester, 28 
miles north westerly from Canandaigua, and reached HanfullCl's 
tavern, about three miles below that place, a little after day light, 
with horses very much fatigued. Hubbard, whoowoed anddreve 
tbe carriage, when applied to ,for information in relation to his 
employers, and his journey, gave the extraordioa.-y and incredi
ble account detailed in the affidavit'of Mr. Fitch;- and when af· 
terwards examined on oath before the grand jury, his accoWlt 
was entirely the same: he has, however, been since indicted as.. . 
conspirator, but has not yet been tried. Before the Canandaigua 
carriage arrived at Rocbester, .. carriage belongiftgto Ezra Platt, 
• Royal Arch M~son, and a livery stable keeper in that place, was 
procured, and sent forward in adv_e of the Caaan4aiaua (lU:--* AppelWz, No. '1. 
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riago,.aud stept at some seque~red place, while·it was yet dark, 
ia the vicinity of Hanford's tavern. The Canandaigua carriage, 
on its arrival at Hanford's tavern, was drivea under a ahed, op
posite the hOU8Ct before any' of the party alighted. Two men 
then got out of it, weotinto tbe tavern, and requested some grain 
for their horses, and something todrjnk for themselves: they drank 
at the bar, and took a bottle of gin and a glass to the carriage. 
One of the mt:n remarked to the other, while standing on the steps 
of the house, 'He was damned glad to get out of jail.' This ob
servation attracted Mrs. Hanford's attention, 88 she suspected 
from it that a person, for whom eme of her neigbbors was bail, had 
been spirited away from the Iimits1 and she feared her neighbor 
might be injured by it. The men came in soon, and said they bad 
not time to feed their horses, and did not want the grain. All that 
bad alighted returned to the carriage, exce,t one, wbo remained 
walking the piazza. This tavern stands at the intersection of the 
Lewiston ridge road and the Genesee river road; IUld the carriage 
drove out upon the ridge with the curtaiDs all down: it was. absent 
nearly an hour, and returned with the curtains up, and a man on 
a horse, (also belonging to the same Ezra Platt,) riding before it. 
This mlllPwas recognized 88 being the same person who had come 
to tbe tavern and made inquiries for a carriage of such descrip
tion, and the direction it had taken, and who, upon being informed, 
bad immediately rode in the direction which he W88 told the car
riage had tallen; and the informant has declared that he recogniz
ed the rider in the person of Edward Doyle, of Rochester, a 
merchant.. Hubbard deposed before the grand jury, that the 
persons whom he took from Canandaigua len his carriage in a 
sec!uded'place, a short distance from Hanford's, and entered intc) 

• On the trial "r Chesebro, Sawyer, LaWBOD, and Sheldon, for kidDapping 
William Morgan. Burrage Smith and John Whitney were called as witnes_. 
Both of them objectec1 to answering an., questiolll, because to do 10 would 
criminate themselves: after being weU mstmcted by the court as to the na
ture of this privilege, they in substance deposed-That they were at Lrwi .. 
ton on the 14th of September; that two or three days before that day. they 
went together from Rochester, (wberethey lived, and had fami1ies,) to Can
andaigua, where they arrived about 3 o'clock. P. M. that they heard that 
Morpn was injail at that place; that they laW Lawaon in the evening; that 
they heard LaWllOn converse that night about the takiDgawlI): of Morpnl ~ 
company with three or four others. Smith admitted tliat helleft Canandai
gua the night Morgan was taken .WV. and as he Aid,rtblY about 
8 o·clock. Whitney refused to lay at wliat time he had Ie CanandaiQ 
becaulI6 it 1VOuld·criminate him, anel the court decided that he 8 not boun 
to anlWer the question. A few days after the trial, these two\me~~Dd
.. .d, leavi~g their families at Rochester, where they were bo~ ~,!,8""t fa:
~ular busmeSil. They had before enjo'yed a reapectable standJDg JD tha p , 
IlJld were generally considered thrivmg men. 
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tlle llocbelter carriage, wlUcla proceeded along tile ridp roed. 
It was nat aoticed at Clarkaoo, fiRleell miles further':welR, aboat 
BiDe o'clock in the morning. It waa an extremely wana day, and 
the ,.larlty of the circllDlataDCes, that the curtains Went all 
cIoaed ia a warm morning, attracted atteotion-the ClBI'I'iap .... 
a abort atop in the middle of the street, which alao attracted lOme 
Dotice. No peraon alighted. except the driver, who went into 
Baldwin'a tavern, and then immediately proceeded onward. 

The honea were exchanged about two aad a half miles weld 
o( ClU'kaon, at tbe house of one A,lIen, who .. lsoraee we~ taken 
(rom the field (or that purpoae. Here, too, the ..map remaiaed 
~108ed, and DO one alighted while the horaes were changed. The 
peraon who drcwe the carriage from Rochester to this place, as 
soon aa inquiriaa in relation to the transaction were set on foot, 
left the country, and has DOt yet returned. The carriage arrived 
at the "mage of Gaia .. , about III o'clock, cloeed in the same 
manuer as at Clarkson; paalletl through the village without stop
ping, and preceecled about one mile wee( of tho Tillage, where it 
stopped in the road at a distance front &BY house. Elihu Mather, 
of that place, took a pair or bol'llell beloft8ing to his brothel', 
.lames Mather, and oYertook the carriage, about oue mile from 
Gainea. where the horses were exohaaged in the middle of the 
road, and at a distance from any houae. Mather himself then 
mounted the boll, and drove on, which ciroumstanee excited 0)). 
.ser¥atioD, aa he is a man of property. at the head of a large tan· 
mug establishment, and of course not aeeustom6d to be aeon ill 
such employment. On his return, he stopped .. Hughes' tavern 
-said he had driven the carriage fur his brotber to Morehouse'. 
tavern, and added, 'I think 1 make a good stage driver, do I nott' 
At Ridgeway, one Jeremiah Brown, lupervisorofthat town,aOO 
lately a member of the legislature, suddenly took his hones from 
the field, where they were hitched to a harrow, led'them to the 
Dearest public house;where they were ted, and then harnessed 
them to the carriage, and mountecl the box himself, and drove 080" 

About, orshortlybefore Bun dOWD, the carriage arrived at Wright's 
tavern, nearly north of the viflage of Lockport, and, instead of 
drivillg up to the door of the house, it was driven into the barn, 
and out of sight. The persoris who came with it, goaded the barn 
and carriage in such a mllD8er as to keep off aU persons from 
seeing the carriage. t A largf number of iDen were seen assem
bled at Wright's, some of whom appeared to be armed with 

* See note in the Appendix, No. 30 • 
. t Between the bouse ~d bam the~ was a lar,CI open shed, amply 8Um. 

",ll'nt to cover many carnages illId hoJ'llft. 

Digitized by GoogI~ 



359 
clubs, and the horse of Wright wu kept ....",ing·a1Iru,ht at the 
poat, saddled. Much whispering and eluatering "as obse"ed, 
aDd it was rumored or given out that they were collected for the 
purpose of preveating tbe escape or rescue of a prisoner, under 
the charge of the people in the carriage. The next day a niece 
of the iDDkeeper told one of the neighbors, that they had prepared 
supper for a Dumber of Masons, and had received previous DO

tice to be ready for them. About 10 o'clock at nigbt, the gate 
keeper heard the carriage pass the toll house, distant a few rods 
from Wright's tavern, very quietly, and supposing it was intended 
to pass without paying toll, he went hastily to the door. On open
illg it, he found Brown standing .in front of it, holding the toll 
money in his band, but tbe carriage bad passed on ~ short dis
tance. Being well acquainted with Brown, he asked him familiar
ly, 'What is tbe great hurry.' Brown answered nothing, and 
immediately went to the carriage, which drove off with great 
speed. . 

AbQut sunrise, the next momiag, the same carriage repassed 
the gate, driven by Mather, th~ curtains up, and Brown, the only 
passenger, asleep, or prl'tendlDg to be so. Maxwell, the gate 
keeper, asked tbe person drivintr, 'How far did you go last night; 
did you go to Lewiston?' He answered, with a little hesitation. 
'No, not so far.' This, as relates to the carriage, was a false
hood, as will be seen by the subsequent narration. The distance 
from Wright's to Molfineux's ta¥em, in Cambria, i. about six 
miles, aDd from thence to Lewiston, is thirteen miles. .4.bout 
11 o'clock at night, of the same 13th of September, Eli Bruce, 
then and now the high sherifi' of Niagara county, who residea Ilt 
Lockport, about four miles from the ridge road, arrived at Mol
lineu's tavern, in company with the carriage driven by Brown. 'If 
It stopped in front of the house, the curtains being closed quite 
round. Bruce went into the house and inquired ror the landlord, 
who was in bed. He was shown to his room by a hired girl, lbe 
only person up. After a short conversation in private with tbe 
landlord, Bruce called up his SOD, and desired him to put a I*ir 
of horses before the carriage, to go as far all Lewiston. 'Dte 

• A few minutes before Bruce arrived with the carriage, a man rode up, on 
horseback, to the same tavern, and inquired for Col. Mollineull, a son ofthc 
tavern keeper, and a member of the fraternity; and beiBg told that he .ad 
go~e to Lewiston, rode off at a quick .,.te eutward, and returned with the ~r
riage. From dus, and similar mquiries and occorrences at Hanfor~'8, II!Id 
other places, the reader wiD observe how accurate was the infonnat,ol! POSt 
sessed by the conspirators, as to the time when the carriage would ar~b:i:D 
places sixty miIea distant from each other, and he may fo~.8OI'J1e 0 

of the exteRt of the eonsMcy, and the number concerned ID d • 
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SGIl expre.ued to Bruce his desire to drive himself, as the horses 
were young, and he did not like to trust them with other persona; 
Bruce objected to his doing so, arid said he had a careful driver, 
pointing to a man who he (young Mollineux) knew to be Jere
miah Brown. The apparent hurry, and the circulltstance that 
Bruce was sheriff of the county, induced the girl to inquire of 
Bruce what was the matter. He answered, 'You cannot mow at 
present.' The carriage soon afterwards started for Lewiston, 
driven by Brown, and Mather remained at Mollineux's. Brown 
returned with the same carriage before day light, having trav.el-

. led a dilltance of twenty-six miles in about five bours. The horses 
were so much jaded tbat young MallineuE was very angry at their 
usage, ando declared to a relation 'that Bruce should never have 
bis horses agai'u to drive in tbat fashion.' 

Sometime in the night of the same 13th of September, the ear
riage arrived at Lewiston, 70 miles westerly from Rochester. 
Bruce, and Sllmuel Barton of Lewiston. one of the stage pro
prietors, went together into the stage office at Lewiston, and 
Barton inquired of Joshua Fairbanlts, (who kept the stage books,. 
and usuaUy slept in the office,) what drivers were at home. 

, Fairbanks answered him, none but Fox, who was asleep in an 
adjoining rooin. Barton immediately called up Fox, lind soon 
left the office, followed by Bruce. When Fox went out, Bat
ton told him to get up a carriage, and drive some gentlemen to 
Youngstown., The carriage was accordingly got ready by Fox, 
who drove it up to the front door of the tavern, called the Fl'OIltier 
House, where he found Bruce waiting, who immediately got into 
it, and told him to drive round the house into a back street, where 
he drove accordingly, and found a carriage standing in the mid
dle of the street, in Cront of Samuel Barton's dwelling house. 
The horses had been taken from it, and the curtains were aU 
closed: he drove alor.g side of that carriage, but remained on his, 
seat. Here Bruce got out, and Fox then saw him and another 
man assist a third man to get out of,one carri~ intoo the other;* 
they then both entered the carriage, and Bruce toldoFox to drive' 

• Another witness deposed, that on the morning of' the 14th September. 
'1826, he was up taking care of a sick penon ,about one or two,o'clock; that 
he looked towards Samuel Barton's stage bam;' saw a carriage IIIld horses. 
driven near a carriage without horses; saw three men go from the standing 
carriage, to the one with horses; one of' the men appeared to have a handker
ehlef around his head, and to be intoxicated, and was beIped by the other 
two. Sometime afterwards he eawaman in LeWiston, whoa he believed W88 
the same he saw at the carriage: asked who he was, and ... told it was Eli 
Bruce: knew the driver at the time-it was Corydon Fc:a: he stoad abo .. 
3.00 ~cet from ,the carriage; it was a bright moonlight nigJlt.. 0 ", 
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lHl. Duriog.a11 this time, as Fox deposed, not a word was said; 
not even a whisper heard from anyone of the three men. The 
carriage then proceeded to YoungstoWD, a· distance of six miles, 
cloriDg all which time, the same profound silence scemed to be 
preserved by those in the carriage. At Youngstown, the car

'luge stopped by order of Bruce, in the street in front of the 
house occupied by Col. William King; then Bruce got out, and 
knocked at the door, and called up CoL King; th6door was sOQn 
Gpened, and a light soon after seen in the bouse, where Bruet, 
remained ..pout fifteen minutes: during that time, the driver 
heard aomethiQg said by 1& person in the carriage, which appear
ed to him a call for water; Bruce appeared to hear the voice, and 
replied, 'Yea, ye8, you shall ~ave some:' no water, however, was 
brought to the carriage. lUng came out of the door, and witb 
Bruce got into the carriage, and Bruce directed the driver to ge 
ou, when the carriage proceeded towards F.ort Niagara; which is 
about one mile distant, from YoUngstOWD. About eighty rods from 
the Fort, near the grate yard, Bruce ordered him to stop, which. 
be did; but (.as be said) 'still did not leave his leat, when four 
persons left the carriage, and walbd from it in a huddle (as he 
'expressed it) towards the. Fort: when they had proceeded a short 
distance from the carriage, Bruce told him he migbt go back 
OOout his 'business; and he (Fox) retumed with the carriage, te 
Lewiston, empty. 

The DQt day Fox mentioned the singularity of the circuRl
stances attending his jau6t to Paul Mosher, a Mason; and told 
him, he (Fox) thought he heard King say, as he came to the car
nage, 'What, Morgan, are you here!' Mosber being struck with 
the strangeoea of the lraosac;tion, asked another member of the 
lodge what it meant! who toW bim 'he believed it was Morgan! 
He made similar inquiries of another Mason, who told him 'it 
wu Morgan, for Bruee told him 80.' In the forenoon of the, 
1IUD8 day, September 14th, Mosher sa. Bruce at Lewiston, an4 
asked him why he waf so implllClent as to have the driver he did. 
for he was not a MasOJl: Bruce answered that &. {meaning 
8tJrImd Bar1oJa,) was more in fault than he wu, for he told him 
to send a Muon. Mosher asked Bruce if be I,ctually had Mor
.... , wbo answered that he Iwl. On the same .y, S. Bartoo .. 
asked Mosher if ,Fox misWusted that Morgan ... in the carriage: ' 
:Mesher told him that FOI wu telJiDg the circulQltance about the 
'9iIJage. Banoo then told him to say to F~, ifbe knew aD, 
<tlUng he muat keep it to himielf, and hold IJia tonpe, or be wouJf . 
lIlischarce him; and at the SlIDe time remarked to :M68her tbaf 
'.ere m1J8t be ano. JUan ~ """1' to bliad that trans-

G. ' 
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action; that Mosher being a Muon, ought to have been sent, 
bot baYing been called up in the night, in his hUrry he did not 
think.- ' 

Thus far we haye positive testimony, sufficient, we ttnalr, to 
prove most satisfactorily that Wm. Morgan was, in the mlUtDer 
we have related, conducted to the vicinity of Fort Niagara; tmd 
here our direct and positive proof ends: bllt the facts and cir
cumstances hereafter detailed, are autheuticated by unquestiona
ble testimony, and will be submitted to the reader that he may 
draw IUeb conclusions as he shall think they warrant. 

The Fort at that tinte was anoee.pied, exeept by the keep
er and bis wife; !md there is no dweD!Dg house near it exceptiftg 
a small ferry house, directly on the- bank of ttie river, occttpied 
by Mr. Giddins, who then occilaioBally e!ltertained travellers, 
and bas had cbarge ofthe Fort from Mey, 1828, wBen the troops 

. left it, uatil August 1st, 1826, when he surrendered it to the care 
of the persOD who still has, charge of it. The magazine is a 
very' strong boilding, the entrallC8 to "flich is seeured by two 
doors: the firlit or outside door is uSUBlly fftStened by an iron bolt, 
secured from being slipped by a padlock; theioside door is made 
of "hite oak plank, cased OB the outside with sheet iron, nd 
was originally fastened by a large stock lock, nailed to a large 
piece of white oak plank, whicb had been nailed to the inDel' 
side of the door, with wrought nail" of a large size. . Directly 
opposite to the inside .tOOl is a thick Mone wall, forming one 
side of a stone portico, built around the inner door which OpeDS 

iDto the portioo, Bn.t is furnishelt with a larp wooden handle, 
spiked on, to facilitate the pulling' of it OpeD. No ~bt call en
ter the building except from two .ery small winiows, very ntJ&r 
the ridge of the roof, elevated ablut fifteen Thet trem the ftoor~ 
The keys bave u.ual1y h~ng in die open entry oftbo meaSTOOlD, 
a nry large buildiftg GCCupied by !,he keeper. It win he soon-by 
th6 aftidnit of Giddins, t (who is a member or the IDIIIJOIlks s0-

ciety,) that he llUl'l'eDdei'M the- buDding to the pteaetlt keeper OIl 

th6 tnt of August, ill perfect onte!': dlat~e empty ammunitiea 
ttoxes were ranged along tile-wan.. at the .tiataace of about a 
foot front 'them; that he reeollects ef DO lOose door beiftg iHide 
of ,the builtting, wilen he delivered ihlp t6 ibe preseot kee~rt 
and alroald ftOt ba~ eODsidel"eti it proper tel leave that, or any 
«her thing tbe~, ..mien Itid iIet'Pl'8perl, behmgto-it; that it was, 
as )usual, white weshetiJollthe inside;abGutth61H May. In_ 

" _thor ~,......,.I~(I8t'7,)llrialmildiDg" .. nisitedtJra1lU1lltJer --
'See ~,tbr e&trMtIt h .. ou..r~.. t.~No. ,,-

., 
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of gentlemeD from difi'erent coanties, w~ WeJ8 ·members of the 
committees appointed at meetings of the citizens; and in Man:h, 
1827, it was again examioed by three of those who have signed 
this narn.tive, for Ole expret18 purpose.c re-examination, and to 
ascertain jiS far a8 p08sible, the accuracy of the opinion formed, 
aud the facts stated, by the person who first visited it for investi
gatiOll. It w .. found that one of the ioor planks had been bro
ken up; that part of the &or \Vas covered with the loose door, 
mentioned in the afiidavitof Mr. Giddins, on whicb were piled 
a Dumber of the empty ... munition boxes. The large stock lock, 
ud the block to which.it was nailed, were fouod knocked off, 
and JDarks 00 the door showed that they bad been forced off by 
striking 00 the upper elf«e of them; this wu a1&o evidenced by 
the bend of the wrought aaila, aDd the appearances of the boles 
from which the nails bad beeD .forced: this lock and block had 
manifestly bee. Uirowu with peat force, and very mauy times, 
againat the door, at th. upper Ccq"De1'8; and tbe blows had ~en so 
contiaually repeated, that the door was bruised in two places, so 
as to make it .uy to pick splinters from the oak plank, which 
was dOlle by one o£ the vilitel'l!: a corresponding bruise was 
found on ODe comer ·ef the. lock and block. Outside of the lo
ner door was found a piece of wide pine board, ODe end of which 
had beeD recently sawed in an irJlCgular line across to a length 
whicb made it reach exactly from uncler the large handle on the out
side of the inner door, to th~ boUom of the stoDe wall opposite, 
and when placed ill that POsitiOllit effectually prevoted the inner 
dOQl" {rom being pushed open from the inside, after the lock was 
forced off. The rust of the sheet iron was found on the edge of 

, the hoard; and cerrespondwg marks were distinctly tlbservecl on 
the door directly under the 1uuldJe. . 

Neither Mr. Giddins, or the then keeper, could give any ac
count of the lDaDller in whicb the lock J!.ad been lakea off, or the 
bruises OIl the door, or why the I.ardhad beeJl used; and neither 
of them recollected ever to bue noticed these appearances be
fore they were pointed out at that ·time. Outside of the door, 
arul very near it, was found an alDDlunitiOll box, which was 
seen there in Octeber prniops, 8Ild the bottom of which was 
covered almost two inches thick, with a sublitance that two per
SQnS who then ~w it, IJUpposed to be humaD excrements. When 
seen in March, the <bpttOJll was clean, but one. the sides was 
still stained. From tbese circumstallC8lI, the p.rsons who v~it
cd the place in March, were perfectly satisfied, that after Gld
diM bad surrendered the care of the Fort, in August, 8om~ til; 
son h~d been confined in tbe lIIIpZiDe, who haci made no n 
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and reiterated eJbrts to (orce 1tis way out, aDd that these efforts 
lDust bave been attended with mucb noise. How filr tbese ap
pellranc~ will account (ot the declaration of Barton, made on the 
14th Qf September, that tbere was trouble at the Fort, the reader 
must conjecture for himself. : . 

Mr. Giddins was distinctly aske«l by ODe of the visiten in 
Marcb, whetber he had not, on the night of the 13th o( Septem
ber, seen Bruce and King, and was not called up by them. He 
declined answering the question, Baying that wben legally caDed 
on, be would attest to all he knew. He was then told that his 
declining to answer so plain a question, left on tb. mind of the 
person who asked him, the iuevitable impression ·that ho IuulleetJ 

'hem, and would probably make the samo imprellsioD on the minds 
of others-to which he made DO aRBW'ef or observation. 

On the morning o( the 14th of September, a party of ladies 
and gentlemen went into the steam boat, Martha Ogden, fiom 
Youngstown to Lewiston, to attend the instaHation of a chapter, 
which W88 to take place that clay: on board the bost W88 .Bruee~ 
King, Mrs. GiddiRB, and other ladies. During the voyage, OB~ 
of the ladies familiarly asked Bruce what he meant by going 
about at nights, and disturbiDJ people, and calling up her hus
banr!. Yes, observed Mrs. GiddiDs, they came too and routed 
up my poor busband. • 

The certificate oftbe magistrate, and tbe affidavit of Mosher, 
were transmitted by the Genesee committee to the goveraor, for 
the purposo of obtaining his proclamation, offering a reftrd (or 
the discovery o( Morgan, or his ~urderers. On the suggestion 
or bis excellency, a regular complaint was made against Bruce~ 
and laid before him. TO'obviate the cbarge, Bmce transmitted 
to him affidavits, impeaching tbe character of MOllher, and his 
motives of' action, but did not attempt to deny or explain by his 
own depositions, or that of any other person, the part attributed 
to him; nor did he produce 'the depositiorfof Barton, or MollineuJ:, 
or any other person, to show what was the 'occasion of the cpttra, 
ordinary course he had pursued. - . • 

A reverend clergyman, residing in the village of Lewiston, and 
a member of the masonic lodge, or society, declared in Batavia 
to the gentleman, at whose house be lodged, while attending the. 
synod in the montbofSeptember, I8H, that Morgan bad passed 
through Lewis..- on his way to Canada. -When requested by It 
member of the Genese& committee to give what information he 

... We are officially informed that hie {'nelleney ba told the eounael of 
Bruce that lle shall upeat a -iafilctory aceout of hi. proeeedinp on U!.O 
13th and 14t1lo1 September, before he pronounces his acquittll1. 
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pGlllleslied on the subject, be declared, that on the morning of the 
14th .of September, abDut ten o'clock, P. M. h. was going to 
the boule where the lodge was to met&, and heard some person 
in the'crowd, assembled in front of t~e bouse, say that .Morgan 
had palsed on tha,pight before to Can~a, but he declined saying, 
or did not recollt!!, who had made the assertion.-

On the night"of the 14th of September, 1826, nine persoD's.or
dered supper at the house of Mr. Giddins, five of whom were 
known to him. They aU left his house at about eleven o'clock 
at night; and he could not tell where they had spent the zest of 
the night. They Old not lodge and were not leen that night at 
either of the taverna in the village of Youngstown, The next 
moroiog before day light, and between the hoUR of three and four 
o'elodl, four of the five men deeignated by Giddins, and anoth
er man, were seen by.Josiah Tryon, whose deposition will be 
found in the Appendix, trayelImg on foot about two miles from 
Lewiston, and ab"* five lIliles from the bouse of Giddins, walk
iag towards Lewiston, where three of them resided. ODe of the 
other two residfdat the Falls ofN.iapra, and one at Black Roc~. 

On the afterDoon of September the 14th, Samuel Barton told 
Mosher, who was then in his employment, to borrow a saddle 
arul briAle, and put them OIJ a horse as soon as possible, and hitch 
him beside anotIler horse, then standing UDder the abed. He did 
as directed, ud foqnd that the latter horse appeared to have been 
riddeR very fut. Barton said to Moeher that 'he had heard 
.from tbe Fort, and must send a maD dowD, for he was afraid 
there would be trouble yet. ' The two horses were rode off the 
same aftemoon; ODe by a MallOD resident at Lewiston, the other 
by a person whom he did not know •. Next morning Mosher 
asked Barton if there w .. aay trouble at the Fort, to which Bar
tOD answer,d. 'I guelS it is still enQugb DOW.' 

It. •. known to muy persoa., thai, in a luter ·written by ono of 
tlle genUemeD whO visited NiBl8ra, iD January lasl, it wu stated 
tbat Morgan bad been takeD to tbe,Douse of a member of par
liament, reaiding in the .village of Newark, Or Nispra, in Upper 
CUIId,",' This a,saertion wlU! erro~"ps, and·it occurred in part 
from b_, or want of care, 1D wntiDg a confidential letter, and 
ill ~ from miaal»prehenaioa of the infol'Qlatioa given by Wil
liaul Terry, of that place, who had received his informatioD from --• How co1l1d IIIlCh a ~rt have plteD NIoJIt. in that place a few ..... 
after the mysterious carriage left the fiont of Barton'. house. unI_ ~ 
penon knew the fact, or lOIDe eirculbtancel were known which creat2t~t 
belief aII!CJIII -- of thole wIao had .. emblecl there. BurraP - .... 
.101m WlIlta8)'; lMao La.." Iii Jmce, were allat.LewUtoD CIIllhat clay. 

. ~2 . 
'. 
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ODO ~, • ,...,.,..., ....... litirag in tbat·.~. ThIf ift .. 
fermatiola iateaded to be pea Ity Mr. Terry, wilt be 8880 by 
r8lldior _depeailic"~1 COIdai~ in 1Iae Appendix. ~ 1h8oD, 
before whom Morpo wal ... d to have been ... eo, 18 DOW' ua
derateod to bay. been. IIr, M'Brlde, a IlielDber at the pnma
cial puliameot. Billetter, purportiDl to be-a CODtradictiOll, or 
denial of the &eta ltated in the lette. fint meDtione4, will be 
found in the Appendix. Since the publicMOli of theft tetten, 
M'Bride and StockiDII' called upon MI' •. Tmy, in t:IOIDJl8l'yof 
Dr. Claapn., and ill preseoco of a 1arp ...... of l'ellpMtilWo 
iDbabituts of Niagara, for the po"... of expiapatioD. At Ihis 
meeting Terry diatinetly deotared, 'S~ ~II said that 
'1'Bride sawthelD8Dj &bathe wu heN oahbia.ille the "tar,ad' 
he ea. him.' 8tocki,., &bea ackoowle4~d that h. bad llained 
M'Bride. M'Bride eppeanMl to drop hill bead.Dd .,.,., ad 
said, 'he did not 1M .mat right "1 man undo&: beayeas Itad to 
say that;' but did not lieD1 tbat be nid ., tlliR8 of the kind to 
Stocking, nor _Jere in auy other way that be did not lee Mew
gao, or tlmt he knew DOtbiag af the transaction. 'l/e ba.e been" 
iDformed by tholl8 wbose yeracily we hay. DO reuon lo.questioo, 
tbat the worthy and relpectable ~ntl8lll8n .11odecI to in \he let,.. 
ter of M'Bride, as having slept that .... t at hill bOO8&,'" dis
tinctly deolared, that late in tile nigbt alluded to, M'Bride W1I8 

called up by a loud tap on the door, which .. woke ahelodgefllr 
who, with hia wife, .roee from bed, aad looked ovt Me win4ow; 
they saw two men Deaf the house. M'Bride clressed hi.selt~ 
nIId went away with them, and W88 gone dout half au hour, 
perhapl ;tDOre that on dao u.t morDms hf did not" mention or 
explain tbe cirolllll8taaee. 

That after ltl'Bride bid prepared hill letter, and before ita
publication, he 8ubmitted it to tbe J*UlaI of the I .... gentle
men to \Yhom he allu4eth ater looking i& over, hi. frie'Dd ~
ej inoSUbeWace to M'Bride, 'Y 0IlII' letter does IJGC ...... t &0. 
fuH dtlDial; YOII ..do not .y you did DOt Me )forgu! M'Bri4c 
replied, intimati~ that it wu full eaou~. ' 

It win be readily percei'Nd that tlur .... rtioM of-M' .... irr 
his letter, 'that Morgan was noS, oa-theaight of the 14th .r.Sep
tember,'1816, at his Aowe; that lIorpa is to hiM all aue. etJu
ger; that he never uehaapd a woN'with bim in lH. Jife; .-

'," woUld not know him from the greatest stranger in aisleDee;' 
.' maY all be perfectly true, aad y~ .... perfectly reconcilable wi. 
, . t}le" facts that Morgan ,wa.e taken to the . British ,ide of the riV81', 

.,' aod wq ~ by J['Bridei.8ACl ~womilaiGa to.4eoIIr&,ia JU·let-
ter,. (aDCItbat, too, aJbtr tbeeb....atioD _.fiielltl,) aad IlejO .. 
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1\Ir. Terry, and his townSJmlft, 1hat he Dever saw'Morgan, and 
had no knowledge of hi. aWoetion on·the night of tile 13th of 
September, (not the 14th,) or any other night, or day, 0} was ap
plied to, to assiBt if) disposing flf him, like the silence of Giddins) 
aRlOaatII to very .troDgpresumptive proof, tbat, in fact, he did, 00 
the night -of the 13th of September, or morning of tile 14th, have
an inte"iew' with some periODS who be knew bad :&Iorgan uDder 
their cODtrfYl, a.d, ill fact, that be did 800 him •. 

About the lilt of November, aIld before the publication of the 
G6venaor's first predamution ot'ering a reward fur the discovety 
of Morgu, and the tonvictiOll of his kidnappetl, and before se. 
rious appreiledtioDfl of his mulder was entertained, .ad before 
dy. inveatigatiuns had beeD made along th. ridge road, a reo 
speatable inhabitant of Niagara county, 8ylveater R. Hathaw." 
calefl upoD a meMb.r of the Geaeaee committee, whom he met 
at Locllport; aOfI informed him 'that·be had been for lome time 
put, w«kiDgon the Weiland Canal; that a uillnd Who resided in 

. Canada near the canal had a few dai:!efcre called on him, and 
eftD1IId a promise frc1m bim to go to :via, and communicate to 
tha committee that Morpn had- been takeD to Fort Niagat1l, in 
the night, pllt into the- Bolt, aad detained there three or four days; 
tWtbey tried to get the MaSOlls on the Canada side to take bim, 
but tbey refused; tbat afteNanN, two ruifians had taken him out; 
ami cut bis ·throat, and tied biB body to a rope and .stoneJ and 
threw it into tile lake; dla1 he bad been told so by Masons, of' 
\.hiCit lIOCiety he was a member, and that be conscientiously be. 
liend itr that his Dame must aotbe used, or given in, for nit WIl8 
kD.01Ihl that he hq,d informed, he should fare no better.' The 
meslenger MIIured us tha1 hiaiof~ was a 'grave respectable 
ma of the society of FriendlJ, aad not ioolined to eonficle in, or 
10 repeat idle tales, or improbable stories. T.his cOIQIDUnica
tioa'WU not made kDGWIl efto to the otber members oftbe com-
11IiUen, DOrany otberpersen, esceptiog.tbe govemorofthe~tate; 
uatil 80IJII time after ttle examination took place in Juuary, &ad 
after two other lCaouata·"en 4iatincdysllMd to 118 fmm other 
_, whicb did, aot . difref- from it in: any essential partie-
ulan. 

·A phy8ieian, reeitJing at or·1tfJ8.I' Niapra, tr. C. informed one 
of w. friends, that dua. aM sittia« of" court of that province 
in Sept_ber, a pel'MD eaUed 08 hirft at tile court house, and reo 
-q1lUtAJd him· to attend II 08. 01 the COUDIMII on Morgan: be pic! 
to hldrt.nd, 'I did aat.Pt''' 1 am glad ofif; for if I had gone, 
I should baYe gotten into a d--d pretty scrape, for they ~:i 
dered Morgan af\erwarde.' This communication was ObtelD 
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in writing, in Mareh, 1827,. from ~ physic~n's friend, who is a 
prof8118ional gentleman ofrugb standing at NIIg&ra. 

The c6mwunicatiODS made to Dr. Terry, and the letter of 
:M'Bride, (atrectiDg to deny their correctness,' will be fouad in 
tile Appendix,. upon the contents of which lIOlDe colDllltl8ts 
have already been submitted. 

Let the reader connect the various accounts nceived from 
distinct and entirely separate quarters and penl0D8, with the cor
respondi.., and authenticatec1 facta detailed in this narrative, or 
in tbe Appendix, and form, if he can, uy other conclulion tbaD 
thot which both parties of the viBiten to Niapra for e.umma
lion did form, and do not hesitate to declare; tf) .it: that the 
persons who bad :Morgan under their conduct at Lewiston and 
Y GllD38tOWII, on the nigbt of 8eptemlaer the lat", 1826, took him 
over tb~ Niagara river;.that SODle peraoDS on that side knew he 
was brought over and bad u internew with his conductors; tbat 
he was taken back aad con6,ned in the magazme at Fort Niagara; 
and that a court or council of some kind was held on him UDder a 
pretext of masonic authorit.y. Those of UI "bo did make iIwee
tigations at tbat place'in January aDd March, think that DO per
son of common candor, whoaa mind is not blinded by preju~t 
er under the inftuence of strong delUBioa; can vilit there, aad 
e:lamine for biml8if, witheat formiRg similar cODcluaion ••. 

But, again, it will be seen by the reader that at the court of 
Oyer and Terminer,held at Canandaigua in Jenuuy, 1817, before 
jodge Thr.op, Lawson, Sawyer, and Chesebro, withdreW' their 
pleas of not guilty, whieh they had at a previous court interpoeed, 
and plead guilty, and that Sheldon was coovit;ted after a trial. 
Tbe indictments.DSt all)hese men charged them with ~ 
kidnapped W m. Morgan, and taken bini' o.t of the state or N ft
York, and out oflbe Unitecl Stues, and Io,.~ They 
'Were beyond any doubt, informed by the ah~ couoaollen, ,who 
'4'fefended them, that the. uncertmnty .. to Morgan's fat • ., .... 
the probability of his having been murtleNel, wouW ..... yeo
hance their punisbment, unless they eouhhhow dlat they Mel 
Dot participated in the murder oftlleir Yictim, or beeD CODCenaecl 
in the latter part or the transaction. Three of tbem, Sawyer, 
Chesebro, and Sheldoa, accorcliagly produced their depositiolras, 
to show how far they had ~ed. If these depollinoa. can be relied 
upon, both Chesebro and 8a~r, by their CODfession of pilty 
to the charges contained in the iafJi,ctalentl, voluntarily ~ 
themaelves to pUDislameat for the aaoei heiaons part of tbe crime 

* A.ppeDm, No. N and 97. 
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alleged against them; wheu, in fact, they bad not participated in 
that part of the 'Crime charged.' The court, however, seem to 
have given credit to their depositions, and apportioned their P\ln
ishment accordingly. But Lawson, it wi)) be seen, gave no ac
count whatever of the part he had performed, and left the court 
and the public at liberty to form no other opinion than, ""at Itt 
had bem guilty 0/ all that the indictmfiflt charged on him!' and 
gave them not even his naked assertions to show 'that .¥organ 
had not bem immolated aI a flctim to their rage, or fDa, then in
Ihe land of the li-cing.'''' We know that he was at Lewiston and 
Youngstown late in the night of the 14th oC'September;' and 
that on his return he stopped at Wright's tavern, and left a message 
for a relation who then resided a short distance from that place. • 

If Lawson had dared to depose that he had handed Morgaa 
over to the care or custody of other persons, of whosl! subsequent 
action he (Lawson) had no knowledge, (as Chesebro had done,) 
that he had voluntarily absented himself, (as Sawyer pretended 
to think,) that he had left him welJ, and knew not where he had 
gone, that be was'then residing at any place, or that be was thea 
alive, can it be believed that be would not have offered such a 
deposition, and thus entitled himself to the lenity of the court, Crom 
which Chesebro and Sawyer reaped such substantial fiuitsl Did 
not these men, who were so anxiOlilS to reduce the measure of 
their punishment, and so we)) informed as to the mode of effect
ing that ohject-did not they (unless they knew that Morgan was 
dead) importune Lawson to depose to that effect in their ~half, 
even if he was indifferent about exonerating himself from 
the crime of being accessary (at least) to murder, which he must 
have kno~ his silence could not fail to make the community ~
pute to himl Nay, would they not have all gladly given to the 
court, and to their fellow' citizens, any evidence in their power to 
have shown that Morgan was.probllbl!J alive, or that none of them 
had been concerned in his death! If Morgan was then living, 
could not Lawson have giv~n a clue by which to trace him? 
Ifno'motive whatever, neither the desire to serve his associates 
in ~ilt, nor the wish t9 diminish the measure of bis own punish
ment, nor a decent regard to the opinion of his fellow citizens, and 
the feelin~ of his family, could induce him to venture on a dec
laration, under oath, that Morgan was then alive, or m~ht bb fOT 

aught he knew, who can doubt that he knew of his death! Ifbe 
chose to sit down quietly UIKter such overwhelming ,suspicions ot' 
his being an accessary to murder, who can suppose that M,orgall 
was then living? 

-=S:-the.,sentence of Jud,e Throop, in the Al'pendi:t, No. 11. 
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We hat'o now laid befGre ,our fellow citizens the detail, or re
port, which has been so ofton called for. If jt,has Dot been as· 
intejesting 88 they had been led to expect, they must remember 
tha(we did'not undertake to gratify curiosity, or give our own 
speculations. We have given, ns we promised, 'A Nanative of 
facts and circumstances,' relating to tranlilllCtiOns which ha\'e ex
cited the earnest attention of the community. Those facts and 
circumstances are evidenced by the depositions of credible wit
nesses, or vouched for, by the distinct allegations (most of them 
in writing) of men, entitled to our entire confidence for veracity 
and integrity, to whom we can resort for legal proof, if called fOI·. 
Whether the conclusions which we have dnrwn are the legitimate 
results of those facts aDd circumstances, our readers InUSt of 
course decide for themselves. Let them recollect that our e1er
tions (which have not been feeble ones) to trace Morgan beyond 
Fort Niagara, have been unavailing; that the pecuniary rewards 
offered by the governor of the state of New York, and governor 6f 
Upper Canada, have not elicited:the slightest informatiod'on the sub
ject; that the governor's offer of pardon, prQmisedinbisprocl~
tion at our request, has produced no etTect; thatnoattempthasbeeo. 
made, that we know o~ by thoee so directly implicated to explaia 
or deny the extraordinary conduct and occurrences which have 
fastened such stro~ and well founded suspicions upon the~ that 
they have thus long set public opinioa at defiance, and relinquis\l
ed their claim to the good opinion of their fellow citizens, without 
a struggle to retain it; that five of them have absconded, viz: 
.James Gillis, Joseph Scofield, Burrage Smith, John Whitney, 
and Richard Howard; that others have absented themselves from 
their families, and the state, and eGntinue absent. with a full 
knowledge of the suspicions which rest upon them; that Jn8Dy of 
the ,vitnesses have sudd~ly disappeared, and ClUlDot be ~; 
that two of those who were ciJled as witnesses before the grand 
jury of Monroe county, .at RocllesteI:, to wit: Edward Doyle, 
merchant, and Simon B. Jewet, attompyat law, refused to tes
tify, because, as they alleged, th~ could riO' 00 119 truly, fDithot&C 
criminating them&elve,j that others. have related stories on oath, 
which are utterly incredible; ,and what inference can be dra~ from 
all this but that Morgan has beeD murdered, and tbat..-eat BUm
bers of mon, heretofore respectable; have been acc6$laries to' his 
murder1 Whether ALL who were concerned in his kidnapping 
t.ove been accessaries, or cOllS~ted to his death, we undertake 
not to decide: But, whatever were the origiMl d,erigna or trIO

Ii"u of those who were concemed in his disappearanee; aU of them, 
who have not fuDy, frankly, and promptly explained the part 11181 
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~ k~wnrto h,,:v~ perf~)lmed, have, we think, no'right to complain; 
ift.heir fellow ClMeII81D general regard them .. accessaries to the 
murder ofWiUillm. Morgan, and shall hereafter treat them accord
ingly. 

COMMITTEE. 

GENtSEE ,C01l1lITTEE. 

T. F. TALBOT, 
TRUMBULL CARY.' 
TIMOTHY FITCH, 
JAMES P. SMITH, 
LYMAN D. PRINDLE, 
ELEAZER SOUTHWORTH, 
WILLIAM KEYES, 
JONATHAN U,Y, 
WILLIAM DAVIS, 
HINMAN' HOLDEN. • 

ROCllll8TD CO_In'I!:1!l.: . 
• JOSIAH BISSELL, JR. 
F. F. BACKUS, 
HEMAN NOIlTON, 
PREDEBlC WHITTLESEY, 
THURLOW, WEED, • ' 
SAMUEL WORKS. 

TKl:rOR _MITTO. 

SAMUEL RA;W1iON, 
ELIJAH SEDGWICK, 
SAMUEL EWING, 
NATHAN .JENKS, 
JAMES M. WHEELBIl, 

THOMAS WRIGHT, 
JOHN SARGEANT. 

CHILI COIll1lITTEE. 

ISAAC LACY, 
, WILLIAM PIXLEY 

BENJA)lIN BOWEN 
SAMUEL LACY. ' 

WU .... L£JID COMMITTEE. 

JOHN' GARBUT, 
TRUMAN EDSON, 
CLARK HALL • 

ILOOllll'IBLD CO._liT TEl:. 

RALPH WILCOX, 
HEMAN CHAPIN, 
BANI BRADLEY, 
JOSIAH PORTER, 
ORSON BENJAMIN, 
JONATHAN BUELL. 

BATES COOK, 
JOHN PHILIPS. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
We had long expeeted to receive a statement, or depoeition, from an eye 

witne1!s, which, we had good reason to suppose, woulil put an end to all 
amjectures, a. to the courSe that had been punued, in dilpoaing of William 
Morgan, after hie arrival at Fort Niagara. After the narrative liad been put 
to the preaa we received the following statement, made to two memben of 
one of the c8mmittees, by a credible witnC88, ,a man of good chancter and 
standing, aRo)'l!1 Arch MaBOn, as from hiB 011'11 tmowl~J but who has as 
'yet declined png.hie d.BJII?Iition, ~_ he has been caned upon as a wit
neea, and expects to teltifYlDcourthilknOWledp of the matter. The stat. 
~ent i. as followa:-

.. Aftet Morgan left the carriage at the Jrave ~, he was taken to ~~: 
bGttom of tOO hill at the Fort. The f~ was called up ~Yb~ W~etJ. 
·the eharp of him. Here Morpn l1lCeITed'..ae water, Wille • 
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:~~:r~~~:;':i:~:1r:;:~~I;~~:h!~~~:*~~' 
keepers left the boIlt; Morpn ,and two othe1'8 ~ainOO on the beac~ while 

::~ (~ere =~fk!'l:ye::h:~re ::~:!; ~~:!'; ;;:~e::~~ ~ 
p"'5~h i% wi~ffi ~~dlg ~~ignal w~ich ha~ been •• ~ upon. There WD.8~ 
however, VAO lVAt.~81VAVA. TDe two WVAVA hacF gonl •• nto ll.e lllVA'"1l,FWumer:R, at: 
t~r an a~e .which might ha!& been one ud an ~ or two, hours:. The 
tJm0 of.lllelf 011senlll Be'''51OO llng '0 th ... nlo .. ·.lan15 whl. lll&l!Llrri Wlffi thrr 
boat. Two o~ pef80~'came ,to the .8~ ~~ thein on their r~turn: ~e1 
C&lF0 nell the l"::rat, and e::rld eon::r'::r.tae0D". 10F tonl' of emee, lllhic-.. 
the informant did not hear. Whea it broke up, alI'r..o had Cl'OSsr:ll ffOOl the 
Ur:islld Sffites' .. ho .. r::r. retm'!)OO ~b$l!oat to the Fort. Morgan. as bef_~ 

!E£~l:!hliE:~~~:~;::~~~';;fP~I~~~~; 
the morning of the 14th of Septenm.. . 

.. ill.luril ... th .. ,. dar:R ffiorililr .. n m .. de .... 0_1 anfi in eo .. n;e thll 
da~ ~o meaeogeia ~ewf ~t to ~ where a chapter ,was that day 

~~£~~$~ 
lIeY~l ~rthGeelut went -,_y. .... .. ... ~ , .~ .. , . . 

'~51umlll the mgbl ~elm pell'F~ns =ere F.gefu .... m l .. a V"FUllty ll'k th .. ~~ort, 
-among whom the fate or diaposition or Morgan was diseliUed. This di!cult
moll' IIIIdll~~ IOlZilirS tim .. .t\ .. l midnight. and got~ WF .. decided nTlF·m. Tb.. 
lien eveaing a BmJ!l,awnDer debated the ~ subject wi~great imimaaoa, 
but nlUllF i .. no {leel~.,a. Moll'~"" .tilI m the lD!!,.."U1!!e on the 1IeVen~ 

=!~ =d.:':r i:::: ~!t~rSt~te:heafu~~daa:~~= h:i~~!: 
di8d::r8ed Tililr-QlEl FM drad dtorgililrn in tdeill' enstrSt~y, Fr'en ~n In~t th41 
place, gave him, on his return, to Understand that Morgan bad heeD put to 
detd%t£ dtlThat tdrSt int£rior nIT tbe 1II&$tlrrUne llTU t£dt in dlMe{~ and 04%ll' in~ 
formant was toW had been eumined: by ODe or more penOn. from Lewill>-

::in~:r~~~;:n. !: ~::1;ill~~~~.!:ur;:: r::;~ 
1eft nny "'l'Itin¥£F upoe them; aftM all whicb, a ~ .. or ~ two, were 
zeg"dll~ £0 t.'1ilem; me eITlllre liITl the ~, to if mAy kellrdy ll't£nwd ~ 
pbore. 

\ 
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lIu .~~tt.1 
TO A.LL HONEST MASONS. 

IN EIGHT NUMBERS. 

-......... 
NO. I. 

To oIl J..fl8tlt Masofts: 
Brethren, when our inlltitution, assailed by its enemies as coo

taining principles derogatory to the laws of our country, stand" 
tottering to its base, an inquiry into tbe principles of the institu
tion becomes of vital importance. If I mistake not, we have 
taken too mucb for granted, and, charmed with its high sounding 
ti~e8, have not scrutinized the fundamental principles which have 
kept it in existence thus long with that caution which the iJIlpor
taace of the case demands. When I speak of princi~l~, I mean 
not those published to the world in the Monitor and Chart, for no 
soci$Y, however base, but exhibit to the worl~ some degree of 
decency: but I mean by principles, the obligations and their ten
dency upon tbe members, and also inquire whether the occur
rences, which have made a blot on our society wbich ages cannot 
obliterate, and all the waters of the Atlantic can never wash away, 
were not perfonned in strict observance of those obligations. A 
free people, very ju~y alarmed at seeing the majesty of the law 
trampled upon, have commenced an inquiry into the causes; and 
I repeat, we must examine before the pillars of the temple fall 
and bury us -in its ruins. 

According to Masonic tradition, our society was formed at a. 
very early age of the world, when there were no laws to protect 
the weak against the assaults of the strong, but violence and out-

. rage were the predominant features of'the day; the arts and 
sciences wc!re very imperfectly known to any, and not known to 
the great mass of the people. At such e. time, it might have 
been necessary that a society be formed with a strong bond of 
union for the protection of its members, and a repository for the 
very imperfect arts and sciences. Fo~ such purposes a selfish I 

society, which should bind its members to aid and assist each oth-
er in preference to mllDkind generally, might have been as gooit 
as any that could have been devised. We need not rest upon 
:M8,II0nic tradition alone, to support the antiquity of. our order. 
Our forms and ceremonies point conclulfively to wbat IS DOW em-

. . HQ 
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phaticaDy ceDed the dark.... The Masonit-. aoeiety is, beyou 
diapute, • I18lfisb ODe; haviDg uclusively in view the advantage 
or the few who have bound themselves .ther for mutual ~ 
fill. That this society should be useful to its members, it was 
oecessary that .ome method or eommuoieaticm should be devised; 
bence our ligna, gripe, and pass words: and to preserve its selfish 
purpoeea, its own peculiar method of communication must be 
kept secret from the world; hence those barbarous oadls which 
bind us to protect one another whether 'right or wrong,' and to 
iDfuse more deeply the minds of the Dew members, those degra
ding scenes which we pass through, previous to our takiog those 
obJigatiooa, were invented. I dp DOt deny but saeb a s9Ciety was 
DBCeB88IY, where the ouly Jaw wu that of power •. Thus" see 
it was well adapted to the day of its birth. 

But ~ live in a brighter and better day: maMind, emerging 
by degrees from darkue.ea aad doubt, have arrived at a period 
when all rights of citizena are well known and secured. If, in 
the Roman government, the exclamation, 'I am a Roman citizeo,' 
was a good protection, is not I am aD American citizen, a pus 
word which wiD admit us into the 'inner .temple' of freedom, or 
the 'sanctum saoctorum' of liberty, wlaere equal rights an~ })rivi
leges are administered to all this American people, wbether biKJ! 
or low, ricb or poor! Can you point me to a: siQgle privilege our 
society ~ to us, which, as good citizens, ought to be 
panted, that the laws of the republic does notT Any protection 
that we may lawfully claim, which is not secured to us by the 
constitution and laws .of our countryl Not one, my bretJueo, in 
the whole catalogue of our bOBSted privileges, which we eanlaw
fully claim, but what is secured to the lowest citizen of this coun
try. There is, indeed, a protection granted wbich. our laws do 
not give; but it is a protection which we, as good citizens, do Dot 
wish. It ill a protec&ioa (I¥I I shall in 8Ome'wture aumber show) 
to the designing, and, iD too Dl8Dl cases, to tlIoae who bav. be-
come amenable to the lawl of their ClOUIl1ryif" , 

What then, I ask, • the iQatitution in tWa countryl MiBioDB 
of doUars bave been pel.d to support it in all its gaudy Bplendor. 
It has, indeed, e&ttacted the attention of people; ye& DO subatan
tial good, but much real evil has reaulted &om it. I have Been 
the poor man, in his eacerness to become a member of our BOo 

eiety, part with 1Iis Iast cow to pay the initiatioD fee: 1 mwe BeeIl 
... society in their meetings, devote! tile hard earaeti mOiley cl 
their !Bembers to purposes worsB tban useless. Does not the 
frequent meetings of the soeiety lUIetict its mernbent to u.uen.t 
lIeu,the Junior WardeD'. too frequent call 'frout labor to n-
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fteshmeut,' has created dissipation in Dl8Il)' members, which will 
_ in WletChedness and despair. BretbreD, when you consider 
tile 80rmoUB amount of money which has been expended to sup
port it-the many evils that have resulted from it-the corruption 
which is embosomed within it-will you not say ita day of use
fidnes8 is put, and you are contented to be notbiDg more than 
plain American eitizena, and look for no support but what the io
estimable taws of this repUblic grant to every one of ita citizena1 

". A MABON. 

NO. n. 
7'0 all hotauI .M4I3Of&8: 

Bretbrea, in my first number I attempted to show that our 
society .. adapted to the" dark ages, and coll8equeatly eould 
not apPly t.o tile present age; and also, if it did apply, it bad. 
become petfeetly useless. I shall, in this number, show that 
the titles given to tbe ofticers of our institution, have a very 
bad 6ct upon republican principles. Our anceston, oppress
ed by ~e aristocratical principles of Europe, having endured 
for a long1series of years, the oppteasion of kings, lords, and 
dakelf, and no choice len them bllt slavery or flight, resolutely 
chose the latter, "and breaking asunder the bonda which bind 
friends together, and suft'ering the hardships of a tempestuous 
passage, sat themselves quietly down in the savage wilds of 
North America. No lords or dukes, no grand high priests, nor 
pnd kings were there, to extort the bard eamiogs of the labor
in« poor; bound together by mutual wants; and asking no priri
lege from others which tbey were unwilling to bemw, they here 
sowed the first seeds of equal rights and privileges, "which h .. 
sprung up and yielded an abundant harvest; they hl?re taught their 
sons to prefer death to slavery. After tbe struggle of the revo
lution, and no enemy nEllJ' to disturb tbeir deliberations, a gov
ernment was founded on' plain, simple, republican principlea. 
No high sounding titles found " place in the government; no 
high priests were exacting tythes; no grand kings, with their 
royal robes, were demanding the adoratioD of tlie people. All 
were reduced to ~ commo~ level, and the man that held the high 
est and most enViable statioD mortal ever beld, was simply styl
ed, President of the United States. Such Was the government 
rounded by a Washington, a Franklin, a Jefferson, and the pat-

" riots of the revolution. " Now let 11'8 examine our own institution, 
and clearly ascertain whether it is" e!ltabJisbed OD as pure a basis" 
as that of our common country. Ifi~ is 8S pure ~nd.wen adap~
~ to our circumstances, we bad better inptl WIth It our politi-
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cal government; it DOt, and it does have a tendency to inculcate 
aristocralical principles, then abandon Masonry and adhere to. tile 
aovernment estab1is~ by .our ancestors; for it is true, that ill 
the 1'Ilrious requirements offife we cannot fulfil our duty to both 
at the same time. Tbe government was founded in open day 
with all the light of beaven shining upon it, its principles open 
and equal to all men. Masonry is the child of durlme89, and 
pothing but secrecy can sustain it. Its principles are partial, and 
its ultimate aim is the benefit of tbe few at the 'expense of tbe 
many. All its ceremonies are anti-social and anti.repuhlican; 
the titles given to its officers, I 110 not believe, are very republi
ClaD. I will rebearse them, that you may, with a single glance, 
see the beariDg they may have on the pure repnblicao. 

In tbe Grand Lodge they have their GnaKl Lecturer, Grand 
Junior and Senior Deacons, Grand Master of Ceremoniea, 
Grand MlP'sbaJ, Grand Secretary, Gnuad Treasurel', Grand 
ChapJaill, Worshipful Grand Junier abd Senior Wardens, Right 
Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Moost Worshipful Grand 
Master. . -. 

In the Genera) Grand Royal Arcb Chapter there is an Excel
lent General Grand Marshal, ExceUent General Grand Chap
lain, Excellent General Grand Treasurer, Excellent General 
Grand Secretary, Most Excellent General Grand Scribe, Most 
Excellent General Grand King, Most Excellent General Grand 
Hi2h Priest. . 

The titles in the Grand Encampment are, Worshipful Grand 
Sword Bearef, Worshipful Grand Standard Bearer, Worshipful 
Grand Marshal, Worshipful Grand Recorder, Worshipful Graod 
Treasurer, Worshipftll Grand Wardens, Worshipful Grand Ca-p
taio General, W orsbipful Grand Generalissimo, Worshipful 
General Grand Master. 

What titlel! the Knights of Tutons,.Jhe Knights of Calatrava, 
Knights of A.lcantara, J{nights of Redemption, Knigbts of Christ, 
Knights of the Mother of Christ, Knights of Lazarus, Knights 
of the Star, Knights of the Band, Knights of the Annunciatij)n 
of the Virgin Mary, Knights of St. Michael, Knights of St. Ste-

. phen, ",ad Knights of the Holy Ghost, gave to their officers I do 
not know; but thus much I do know, that every officer in the 
long catalogue of titles, had some emblem of royalty affixed to 
him. This being the case, my brethren, and it being equally 
true tbat the great end and aim of Muonry, is to create mstiac
tions amoDg mankind, and· IIOcure . to the few the rights of the 
~y, will any of you blindly adhere to Masonry when it comes 
In contact with the least of tbose equal laws which' were BeCUJ'\'d 
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to you by the blood ofyonr fathers1 tryon wiD, then I most bid 
fare .. eU to y08 and Masonry; but before we part let me ask you, 
if, when ~were young and your minds Unsullied with the aris
tocratic trappiDgs of Masonry, when your playful spirits were 
buoyurt, and your censciences void of offence; if then, when 
y.u heard MeoUDted the many attempts of the tyrants of the Old 
W grid, to cDain tIo1Vn and enslave your fathers, and to enforce 
their ulahoIy system of distinctions and divine rights of kings 
apon &hem, and'~ heard enumerated the long su1feriDgs and 
manly fitnmellS- of your sires, in not only driving those tyrants 
from their shores, mrt also their unequal and accursed principles 
'With tbem; did flOt, I say, your bosoms bum with a pure patriot:' 
bm which made you swear, that should the enemi~s of ch·illib
erty and equal rights, ever assail the fair fabric of freedom, your 
blood sho,ald Bow as freely iDmaintaining it, as your fathers did 
to achieve it: .it so, dien for heaven's sake abandoD an institution 
wtRcb bas a direct tendency to contaminate tbe minds of almost . 
all- .. bo unite themselves with it, and insensibly steals away that 
purity of seDtimeot, which aTone can support a free, and equal, 
.. II happy pemment. . A MUON • 

•• 
NO. III. 

7b .u IwtI!eBI MGtf1NJ: 
Brethren, as a general thing, secret associations are formed for 

the purpose of ending the laws~ or fur the overtbrow of the gov
ernment; ever since our government was formed, tBe people have 
regar«ed them .itli jealousy, The patriots of the revolution, 
after our liberty was estab.lished, entered their solemn protest 
against secret associations of every kind. All lawful purposes 
need not tire covering of mystery or secrecy to suatain them. 
Their tieW8, priftcipi'es and purposes being honest, are open and 
can be e.amined by every meman. No midnight meetings are 
neeesBtIII'Y for 800ietiell who have nothing but honest and bonora
ble objects to effect. But on the other hand, if a society has UD

lawful purposes to effect, bow can they effect them if their de
signs are elCpUsedt No band bound together for unlawful pur
poses, but have their domes coveff'd with the mantle of secrecy; 
and tlte darkness of rpidriight proteets their nefarious purposes . 

. It is not strrpriaiog that a free people, ever jealous of their rights, 
should look with lIu.picion upon a society like oars, whose meet
iogs are held in secret and at the late .oor of midnigh~. No 
ene of the people are allowed to enter within. NotblDg but 
.y&ter, aHeada them in their whole progress; they •• knowled,e 
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they are bouad bylOl8Dll1 oatIrs not to discover tlIe at.ture of the 
institution; and no one can but dieeover that the greatest tacilities 
are offered for unlawful purposes. If there bad been no WrGnp 
coauoitted by such a society, an independent aDd free people 
whose freedom had beeD purchased by the blood of their fathers, 
and transmitted to them under solemn instructions to preserve it, 
even at the expense of lire, ought to lift theP' yoWe against ll, 
when they find it extending through the Union, embracing all the 
oticers of the land, and possessing every means of crushing, at 
one blow, the proud and elevated tit,le of freamea. But if a • .,. 
cret society of itself will cause suspicioQ. wheD combined with the 
actual evils which have been the result of such societies,. 'we 
cannot ~xpect this free people will !lnylolller suWer it 'to exist in 
this country. . , 

It is well known to all 'active Masofts' and to persons gener
ally, that in the dark conclave and secret meeUogs of·muou, 
have been planned conspiracies that have .cauaed CODVUJsioDS 
wt.lch have been felt in every part of the govemment under 
which they were bound to live as good citizens. There h$s been 
planned aud executed deeds by them in ~eir midnight conapinr.
c~ (I cannot call such meetings by a more gentie term,} at 
wli1'ch humanity has revolted. In France all was thrown intO 
confusion, and anarchy came near ruling a people striving for 
liberty, by the society of }I'ree Masons. ,At one time consider~ 
ing tbey had all power, they threw oW all disguise and discovered 
their real object. The candidate for the degree of Master Ma-
80n had the fullowing question put to him 'Brother, are you dis
posed to execute aU the orders of the Grand Master, though YOll 
were to receive contrary' orders from a king, emperor, or anyoth
er sovereign whatever1' In one instance, receiving a candidate 
not as much infatuated as the others, they were answered 'No!' 
'What, N 01' replies the venerable, 'are you oo1y entered amongst • ! 

. us to betray our secrets? Would you hesitate between the in
terests of Masonry and those of the profane!· You are.notaware 
then that there is not one of our swords but is ready to pierce 
the heart of a traitor!' Comment on such language is Dot ne-
cessary. I need not say more ,on the dangerous tendency of 
Free Masonry. In :France it is too well koowo to be sooo for
got by that people. llut France is not alone in hAving her li
berties invaded by Masons. It at one time came near overthrow
ing the government of Germany, and those that were honest 
Masons among them separated and forsook the institution. The 
followillg is the language of a venerable Master of a lo~ge ia 
Germany, pronounced at the dissolution of the lCHip, ud clos. 
it up for evel'.· , 
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'However holy our mysteries may have beea, the lodges are 
DOW protiuled and sullied. Brethren and companions, attired in 
"your.mourniDg robes, attend and let UIt seal up the gates of our 
tealpJe; for tbe profano bave found means of penetratiog into 
them-they bave converted them ioto retreats for their impiety, 
into dena of conspirators. Within the sacred walls they have 
plaoaed the honid ~s and the ruin of nations. Lodges wbich 
sene as bidiag places for these conspirators, must remain for 
eler shut both to us and every good citizen.' Brethren, ought we 
not to adopt the lauguagean,d actions of this venerable mant Ma
sonry "'68 considered in SpaiD, Portugal, and Russia, of such a 
dangerous tendency, thatit was put down by the strong arm of the 
la". It is now disturbing the tranquillity of our brethren in South 
America. In England, the king being Grand Master of all the 
lodges, and all beiog sworn to obey his mandate, it is made subser
vient to his own purposes, and eoDsequently he suft'ers it to exist 
in his government. But we need not go abroad for proof that se
cret 888Ociations are dangerous; the proofis nigh,",en at tile door. 
Passing by all the smaller transactions of the fraternity, and making 
DO melluon of the penersioD of justice by it in our courts, and its 
intrigue at elections, another and blacker transaction stares us"in 
the face.' A deed has been committed in this country, on this sa
cred ground ofliberty, which ought to stamp with 'everlasting infa
my aDd disgrace,'thesocitlty by whose mandatethedamniogdeed 
was committed. A free citizen has been deprived of his liber .. 
ty and lire! And by whom1 Did the light of day shine upon the 
meeting which plotted the hellisb deedt Was it the great body 
of a free people wbich sanctioned a deed, without a parallel, ex
cept 011 :Masonic recordl No, my brethren. it was in the dark, 
mysterious, secret, and midnight meeting of the ancient and 
honorable fraternity of Free Masons, the damning deed was 
planned; it was the Great Grand Worshipfurmembers which 
justified the 'deepdamnatioD of his taking oft'!' Not by a few 
individuals of tbe order, but by them 88 a body, assembled in 
their lodges for the purpose of,learning his fate and planning the 
destruction of others, and by their vote were the "murderers of 
lIorgan jJlstified Do you expect that our society will be sup
ported by a free and independent people? Were the ca ... es 
wbit;b produced a separation of the theD colonies and mother 
eountry, more alarming than our society in this republic, at this 
time, and under the present circumstances1 The great body of 
freemen have been insulted for attempting to put it dowD; but 
there have been no transactions which are to be so much feared, 
as evertbrowing the government of the United ssates, as tbe 
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iransaetioDs of the fraternit"f for tl;~ last rix TIOC¥¥1\thiiR. The im~ 
pr€:aBwe¥¥& of ttetmtt€:, whith war a %iiCtry juSit C¥¥lHi5 (%itt tbe declmu't 
€:tinn (tf %:ta, ag;;,iniCt Great Britain, bears no cornparieoa with 
tbi,~ !nthat CASe they were impresst\d by a rifti natiOB, UJid 
we could defend manfully our rigbt8. Thr erDIIti wall ~,.1iiIid 

:t~~;t:Yt;~~! (;(mm;~r:; :;r~iti~:S t:; n:k::m~:!: !:.:;: 
'ton€:eded by oaihs not to betray ea~h otbe'!'; menrDertlU' a lloa. 
ety, whose ml'eting were in secret a:no who_ l'KiRHiealions a:
tended through tile Union, holding iill ihe ~;::es ofpo'bJet, Il1\kd 
Aml)lHIIlGIV tlaying thtl tlou!d no{ hu~p ~rmKU'3hTes; thrf;y 
KUou!d do mhat tl£<%1Y b tilrir members, who were woWes 
jr shHep's clothing. Sucb 8 deed strik"ea me very feuodation,cri" 
our liberty. If oor society considers itself pBwetful6&eUf§1l fLo 
deprive one cittzen of his liberty an!! tlife, .YCUA ~l0OIk Mt it takt'l 

great strid"s and eiaitr til pmVnr. eHn tstpc'1JtzbJr, my b,eth. 
rtn, that J,tU t,iU 10tkger atzGmpt ti) support a society; lriricb .has 
not only become obsolete and usel6lls alld 8tlVOf" or aristocracy, 
but is stained with the blood of a free ciriGenl hdle, c~ OYAt 

~;:i~~o;~r ~~~z~~Ki~~~ :tp~~~;i;!:;~;e !~G :::~:::~tm;:::~c:: 
iH this magnanimously lilly you wiH desert it tad be 
geod citizens in common with all. 'fbis peopie r.if never stAr 
the institution to exist in tbi.~ republic; illitey do pcnnit li~ ·ttAA aB-

:h::;~~~E!~S £~~:~ f:;':*:a:~~~~G*Ylr, thtAn, imi:e!i:.:~N' 

NO. If. 
To ail hones! ".1O"A;M; . 

Br",kht,~,n, in ",II A;ounfl'its Gnd under ell goGemml':~ts ~e tAe~ 
cr;;t ;Aocieti;;" hgv;; eeisttd, Liter have never fililed to create dis-
trust. among the uninitiated, and eventU'ally to overturn *iI fair 
principles. But the greater part of tbern MGe long sinCi} gi.~ 
to theiA gmvf;s; and aU thtAt havt gone, slnep in disgraee. in fJti!m 
connt?y, no "iflCAfkt A;ociet]' hnil tX'''flJlt thd of' m., 
s~n"Y; amI with ~regard to- this, IU1 inquiry has gone mrtlt, and yoa 
mIght as well place your hands against the sun of 8sUrtmter'/f 
iDOllling and stop iiS rising, at to st;}P the inquiry, or Pf"tVeE'ltt '&be 
dommf;ell uf the ,;rd"'I. SOffit of you may bePie1'k;, tllnU, fiooA'l! the 
makiY tie" which bind M~Of±S to~tber, and from their a1mflgt 
united exertions to smother crime and distract pub.ilc Ol'inion . tilat 
ilie cause of the people w"il} ultimately .go dOW~ii, and 1&'"01. ~ Gi-

;:~:an~it tim;!;) "f ym; W1kO "';;:~rke:~u h::~a!~!n ::::'!: 
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at this-late day, that all.fiUr and honorable members of the iDsti
.totion; men who were not concerned in the late disgraceful trans
actions,.in their incipient stages, nor parties to their succeeding 
()I'jmer, men who since have not done all in their power to palli
ate and smother them, and paralyze the strength of the law, will 
)eave their biding places and endeavor again to deserve the con
fideooe of their ·ooUDtry. No matter how many kings and em
perors you enroll on your tablets: no matter how many governors 
arid judges are founa iD your halls, and are now: exercising the 
power of the country: no JBatter how many servile and con
temptible -editors are, either publicly justifying kidnapping and 
monier, or are paJliatiDg Masonic crimes, or are, in the most de
~ condition, pedcUing.their silly gingerbread stbries: all in 
ibis coUntry, who support the MOJ8er, must give place to others, 
and your-dadt temple of crime and iniquity, tumble to the ground. 

Tum your atteDtion to old Peter, the hermit, and under him 
trace your different orders of knighthood _ to their respective 
fouDders~ Follow them through their mad career of bloodshed 
aad slaughter. to the walls of Jer.usalem, and there prepare to 
weep over a sceae of carnage ~d crime which beggars all de
scription. - Neither aims defended the valiant, nor submission 
thettimorous. 'No age or sex was spared:. infants on the breasts 
were pierced by the same blow with their mothers who implored 
for mercy: even a mulbtude to the number of ten thousand per-
80DS, ~o had surrendered themselves prisoners, and were prom
ised quarter, were butchered in cool blood by the magnanimous 
founders of your illustrious orders. Long shall the friends of' 
humBDity bemoan this unhallowed and blood-stained day; and 
long shall the warm and smoking blood of murdered inaocencc 
cry from the ground for vengeance. 

Ne;rt, behold these holy and blood-stained hypocrites, in dark 
cooelavc, plotting another feast of blood in the heart of Germa
nJ'! See w:retched France groan beneath their dark designs, and 
bleeding at every pore. And, even now; and while I am writingt 
behold our sister republic (Mexico) reel to its base, ~eath a 
w~ coospiracy of' York and Scotch Masons. When you 
have done this, and when you have clearly sketched in 'the mind's 
",.' the general outliaes of tIIis pretty picture, then sit down rutd 
calmly ask yoursel¥eB, Where is the author of Jachin and Boaz1 
WUre is, Smith, of Vannona Where is Murdock, of Rensse
laerville! W'here is Morgan, and where_ are his lonely widoW and 
~ childrenl AIaeJ my brethren. this is a sorry and blood~ 
st8iPed picture, and you, who are not satisfied with what ~asoD.S 
have .ueady done, Ie. yeur distorted eyeballs glare upon It, until 
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your eanUYeIOU8 appetites are gJ.utMcl with blood for oace, ... 
after that re&um to your dena of ~ Uld plot 1IlOft) miMhial 
But to you, my holMl8t brethren, who .ya __ eIlCJUIh of a. 
tao'. kingdom already dispiayeci;,aod you, .. lo1I8 yoar.....,. 
more tbaa Masoory, ariee from this tIeD of ~ ..., 
with minds uoalloyed, feut your e14M on the e8UJgent IIIOI'Il of 
our riaiag REPUBLIC, and I will vouclasd8 to my eOUIIArf that 
you will Dever retunl apia. , . A L8OII. 

NO. V. 
To ." Iacmut MGIGIII: 

Brethren, baviDg in .y fennel' ..... toucMd .... tile 
poerat priDciple. of the 0_, I DOW'" u",-u to CT. Ii ", 
traverse with me, a more ,...a.Jar cis ... ...- the MaGIIic 
order; which is that tbe u..,. o •• A8OlUY III Al'fD •• TBB .. 
• BLn., DO oLO'J'RO.1ZB ...... TttiNG •• '1'8. un 0. A ...... 
·0. TII1: .JlAT".ITY Gf1ILTY o. DlnJLCJIl'fG 'I'D saolO:'1'8' 01' 
lIIuo.ar. Startle DOt, my bretbnm, at this eppMJiag c:barrret but 
caudidly foUow me througb my·obee ...... and proof. I lout 
here remark, that I could satiafy the DIGIt _NpUloua of the or
_, were I at liberty to wriIe SOD! of the hiddea my_ries of 
.... dift'ereDt cIepeea, btat .hackled· u I a1Il with these .. rei 
tiel, enough can be .h .... witboot Yi~ Illy of our priaci
plea, to cony_ tJaat part of ray bretbrea wltom I DOW addre_ 
Now then to the .ubject. It is !IOt'dmied, I betiew, by &By 
Muonl, tbaC th. peDalty of their oWiptioas is dealb. [1.,1 
not, at present, refer te Morpa'.iHUitratieu, fur I nei"" deny 
Dor acknowleclp &bat book. J ~lmost aU M_ admitted dtia 
in their ... ertions for . three 180 ...... after the aWoctiea Gf Mor
gan, by 8aying,.that he (Morgaa) bad .nbmiUttd tu.aelf to ... 
puoisbmeDt of deatla, by re..-. the eecreta of JIuoory. I 
believe that the most caNful d& DOt pretend to delay dlat ... i • 
the penalty. But it it UNles8 to' remark fertber CIA tDiI point, fbi' 
we do kllOUl t8at the peua1ty in that ease is deafh, ia the IIIOIt 
shocking and barbarous manner. If then .uctr i. drae peaaJty, .. 
it never intended to intict diat penaltyl It is abIatIrd i.,6t ex
treme, tn suppose that a society, rankiag among it rnemben stich 
iRustrious personages, as we pret_ 0IIJ'11 does, with .u dlat ponlp 
and parade attached to it, with'a1ldrmotlalchial tid .. of Kings, 
Grand aad Sublime Masten, would attempt to _e a mockery 
of la"s which they call sublime and useful, tell a ~idate if he 
divulges the secrdts he aball be put .death; and after the ..... 
ceremonies are oyer, teU him we never intelid \() .,.jIitt .., 
pe"alty, but fJmy meclnt to Beare !JOfI~.s.sch a ceutle would very . 
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atOll Ii. the iaatitotioa into merited COMeJJtPt. Why then bibd 
GIll' meraabert uucler penaky of death, to keep in.iolate OUr II&-> 
creta, if we .V8l' intended to iDftiet that penalty1 What has 
kept thOllBapcM fl'Oll1 divulging ,the secrete loag before now1 
Would simplyezpeUing them from the lodge have deterred them 
Do18 itt Net k .... the well known faet that the lev. OM pritt
ciplu of. M,..." weresuch that they would be barbarously 1OUr
dared, or,in tbe,Masonic phrase u:~ There are mlUlyof 
the cn6, who ha .... long unee'wiehecl them lmown to the whole 
world. ~d care Dot f. expulaioo, knowiOS full well that reveal
iag the iniquitiea of 01lr dark cooelaves would justify them in the 
aiBda of an enlightlened people. ,There is an another clan who 
hue be,n expelled &emilie lodge, _ out of revenge would, if 
_ydare, write, print,.tamp. lEe. all tbeaecmeta eftbe order. 

I repeat, then, it was a fact, which recent e'Yente fully prove, 
that their liv. would pay the forfiliture of such an act. The on
ly question that can poI8ibly be rai8ed, is, that there is no person 
deaigaated in our stat.des to QeCute tbe troilot'. But I think a 
little leflectioa and·8pminetiem wiD obviate this difficulty. Pre
cedeQta of'ioDg ataDdiDg iD aD well established societies and gov
ernments, coDSfitute law. Hence, in all legal proceeciiDgs, where 
t,here is DO statute direct to the point, they refer to former deci
sions, and what hu been doue under similar circumstances. In 
this cue, then, if we have no expte8S statute appointing-the eXe
cutive officer, (the manner of exeeution IS pointed out explicitly in 
.. obligatio,) wileD. traitor, if found, we must refer to what has 
been doae under .similarcircumstaDces by our society; and as 
all fQJ1Der decisions of law BJe mOle or less binding, by the wis
dom or iporance of the. persons giviltg those decisions, ISO in 
this Case, we ought to examine carefully the precedeDts, aad see 
if they were ,given byperSODS who were well iBfonaetl. as to the 
)awe _ principles of our order. I will DOW refer y01l to some 
Qf thoee preeedents whiehdo show conclusively that w.e are au
tboJized to execute any member of the fratenaity $10 far lOBeS 
siRbt· of his Baiety ali to divulge tile seeNts of the eraft. These 
preceden. may be found in the ~F .. 1l1l8O.ll8' Moniter,' ,publish
ed byThomM 8. We,",;.aDd .. DO oae rnay say the book is not 
KOOd~, ~ will give you the vote of the GJand Royal Arch 
Chapter, 1Itbiea18 as follows: . 
~ed .....n.ouly,. That this Grand Chapter JeCommend 

the Free M ... ' .Moniter to the atteDtion 8Ild study of .all the 
memllers. the fiatemity to .. hem.the same may come. . 
. ..a.n T. JIftCks, GreItd· S,cy. 
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The first pretedent I 8ba1l give, may be founa at page 942 or 
the Monitor. It appell'll that several of the craft>"became, in the 
)~ of Masons, traitors. Six had fled Jerusalem. Solo
mOD published a particular deseriptioa of all those who bad' made 
their escape: shortly after, he received inforination that sevetaJ 
peJ'80D8 answerin, his description bad arrived in the courrtry of 
Cbeth, and believlDg tbemselves perfectly Beeure, bad began to 
work in the quarry of Bendaca. As SOOB as Sc.lmnon was made 
acquainted with this circumstance, he wrote to Mucha, ting-of 
Cheth, to assist in apprebendiftg them, eBtl eausethern to be'de
livered over to persons he abouN appoillt, to secure them aDd 
have them brought to Jerusalem to recei~ the pUDishmeot due 
their crimes. Solomon then eleet.efl fifteenMaaters ·in whom 
he could place the highest confidence,· and among whom were 
those who bad been in the caTeri1, and sent them in quellt of 
the villains, and gave them 8Jl e8Cort of tToops. Fnre days were 
Rpent in the search, wben TirbaI discovered them cutting st~ 
in the quarry; they immediately seized them ad bound them in 
chains. When they arrived at Jerusalem,. they WeI'8 imprisoDed 
in the tower of Acbizer, and tbe,next mortnog a ptmiBbrnent was 
illjlicled 1m tAem ntJequme to'tMit' cm.u. . 

The next precedent which I shan cite, is' fOUllcl at 'page 23~. 
and is styled, 'Observations on the degree of Knights of the Ninth 
Arch,' called a chapter. This case is 80 sllrikiag, 1Uld in many 
parts, so similar to that of the Morgan cue, I whall be more mi
nute in description, and more profuse. in exftcts. That yon 
may realize it in its fuD force, I hen! win remark that this degree 
\Vas instituted by Solomon after the execution of tile traitor; to 
reward the zeal of the penonl engaged in his execution, and to 
give more weight to their 08i0es, aad impress the minds of th& 
fraternitj with the great danger of divuJgiug the eecretB of Ma-' 
sOBry; the furniture and dress of the .chapter and mel8ben, were 
of the blOGdiest kind imagiDabIe.· -I sball, therefcmI, give a de
scription of the dress and furniture. 

'This chapter represents the . audience chamber of Solomon, 
and is to be decorated wit1l white and red hangiDgs; the red with 
white flames. Tltere ~ nine lights in. the east and. "ht in tile 

. \Vest. The Master represents Sol6mon seated in the east, with 
a table before bim covered with black, and is styled Most Poteat. 
There is only one Warden in the west, who nJPl888Dts ·Stockin, 
(one oftbe executioners,) with seYeR ~n Bruuod him. All 
tbe bretbreo mtII' be dressed in blMk, and their· bats flapped 
(surely a suitable dress' for assassins) with a broad black ribbon 
.from the left shoulder to the right bip, on the lower put of which 
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rue nine red roses, (an emblem that Masonic murderers shall be 
highly valued ant\ protected,) four on each side and one at the 
bOttom, to which is suspended a poniard. The aprons are white, 
Jined . with black, speckled with BLOOD; on the tlap, A BLOODY 
ARK WI.TH PONJAJlD; and on the area, A BLOODY AllM HOLDING 
BY THB . HAIR A BLOODY HEAD. Near to the lodge is a small 
dark place representing a cavern, in which is placed a lamp; a 
.place representing a spring, with a baaiq to hold water; and a ta
ble, on which are laid ·a PONIARD, and th.e representation of a 
:BLOODY HEAD AS JUST, SEVERED FROM THB BODY. Near the ta
ble a large stone to sit on, and below the lamp, in capital letters 
ill written, VENGEANCB. 

The history of this degree is as follows:-In the reign of So-
10lDOJI, several of the. workmen had been guilty of some 'crime of 
an enormous nature, {What mote encumous crime ~n there be 
than to expo.se their impious oeremonies and bring to light their 
internal deeds?] and made their escape fr.om JerusaJem. A great 
assembly of Masters had sat in consultation, [It has been sworn 
~o, .that 70 or 80 met at Staft'ord to cODfjult on the Morgan case] 
00 the-best means of discovering and apprehendingtbem. Their 
delibe,.t\ons were interrupted. by the 4mtr~e of a stranger, 
[~anieIJohDs, the Canadu.n spy, suddenly made his appearance 
al Stafford,l who demanded to speak to the king in private. Upon 
'being a~hnitted, he ac;quaiDted Solom~)D that he had discovered 
wh&re Akirop, one of the traitors, lay concealed, and offered to 
conduct whom the king should please to app.oint to go with him. 
This being cOrDOlunicated to th8 bJlethren, ONE AND ALL request
ed to be p,rtUers in the vengel\nce due the villain. Solomon 
checked .their areWr, declaring that. only nine should undertake the 
task; and to· avoid giving any offence, orderoo all their names to 
be put into an urn, and that the first. nine that should be drawn 
should ~e the petJIons to accompany .the stranger. [They de
parted from thi$ rule in the lllltavia.cases: for between one and 
two hundred went for· Miller. ] At break of day, Joabert, Stockin, 
and &even (liliers, condueted by the stranger, travelled through 
a dreary. country. On the way, Joabert foun4 means to lellrn 
from the stranger, that the villain they were in quest of had hid
den himself in a cavern not far from tbe place they then were; he 
soon found.the cavern, Q~d entered it alone, where by the light of 
the lamp he discovered the villain aslQeP, with a poniard at hia 
feet. Inflamed at the sight, .and actuated by an impatient zeal, bo 
immediately seized, the ponjorei"and s.b~d him 6rst ~ the bead 
and then in ~he heart; hehQd o.oly time to cry, VetageatIC6 "ta~eh 
and expired. Wh8Jl ·the olber eig~ arrived and had re res -

II 
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ed themselves at the spring, Joabert severed the head from the 
body, and takirtg it .. one laand and bis poniard in the other, be 
with his bretbren returned to Jerusalem. Solomon was at fim 
very much offended that Joabert had put it out of h .. power &0 
take vengeance '"""elfin PREsnCR of, and as a lIIaming 10 tA~ 
rell of 1M tDorkmen to be faithful to their ".,; (not their work;) 
but by proper irderceuioR was again reCOftCiletl. Joabert became 
highly j"afJored of Solomon, who conferred upon him and his e~t 
companions the tide of ' Elected Krtig"u... Ought not the Grand 
Lodge to confer upon the mlU'derers of MOrg&ll sume new and 
sublime degree of Masoory, with still more bloody emblems! 
To show you, beyood the possibility of a 'doubt, that this transac
tio. was in strict conformity with principles of the order, 1 will 
quote once more from page 243, where you will find the history 
of the lUvIfriout Kmgllt., which is as follo"s:-' After venge

. ance bad been fully taken on the traitors mentioned in the fore-
going degrees; Solomo. instituted tbis, both as a·REWAD I'OR 

THE ZEAL AND IKTBOIUTY of the Grand Masters electof6fteeo, 
(the persons who took vengeance on tbe traitors,) and also by 
their preferment te make room for other WOaTHY brethren (fIMW
derer,) from the lower degrees to that of Grand Masters elect of 
fifteen. He accordingly appointed twelve of the fifteen to eoo
stitute a Grand Chapter of R"",""", Krtighu, and gave thorn 
command over tbetwelvetribetl. Heespressed a particular regard 
for this order, and showed them the precious things in the ta'" 
nacle.. lIere follow the names of the twelve' IllulriOfll KnigAU:' 
Joabert, the man who 88sassinated Aki~ and Stockin, and the 
other zealous assassins, head tbe list. Here, my brethren, I must 
ask you to pause, ponder, and deeply reflect on the history bere 
given, and fate of Akirop: compare it, with aU its bearings, wi\h 
the fate etf Morgan, and then say, if you dare say it, that Morgan 
was not executed ace.rding to the laws,-yes, the infemallaws of 
MlJIOfIry. Why has a degree, instituted to keep in remembrlllCO 
the execution of a traitor, been kept in existence eVer since, ifDot 
to stimulate the brethren to a similar act. sbould-a similar Cil'CUDl

stance ever ariset Such a degree is in existence at this day in 
the 'United States-yes, in the state orNe. York-and it is pre
posterous to suppose, that the members of that degree, assem
bled in their bloody dens, with bloody aprons and representatioDs 
of the bloody head oC a traitor before tbem, and seeing venge
ance written in capital letters upob the waIls.rtheir dark cavem, 
and knowing Morgan was writiag the seerejp. of Masonry, that 
they would oot, ooe and all, with all thf/Wof Joabert and 
StOckin, arise in their wrath and strike the .main to the hean.. 
-.:s;;-WuatratioDlof Mumry, by". S. Webb, p.ll1; Salem. ed.181& 

Digitized by Coogle 



LIGHT ON I\USONRY. 387 

If they were Ilctive members and believed tboir obligations biDd
ing, it .was their duty to strike the deadly blow, deep and to tbe 
heart, even as }lurdock was so struck. I have heard Masons 
blame diose concerned in the recent tranSl\ctioDS: some have 
even said the murderers of Morgan ought to be hung. This my 
brethren is wrong. If there is a blame to be auached any where, 
it is to the institution. If these men were firm supporters of the 
order, they acted right. They expected the laws of the institu
tion to support them in such an act, and that the members (ex
cept the recreants) would justify them; and they had good grounds 
for so supposing. On the contrary, any member of the institu
tion, b.eing fully satisfied that Morgan W'as writing the secrets oC 
Masonry, and did not immediatety proceed to apprehend the vil
lain, 'that he might have a punishment inflicted adequate to his 
crime,' neglected the laws of .Masonry, and ought, in strict con
formity to those laws, to be expelled as an unworthy member. 
Blame oot those ~ho acted in strict conformity to the laws of the 
institution, but cast the blame where it is richly deserved, namely, 
upon an institution which required of them such Iln act. These 
men e1Qlected our support; and when their trouble comes upon 
them it is cowardly to say, puuish them, the institution did not 
require such an act. Thusl.~y brethren, we have gone through 
this subject, and do see that those engaged ill the late outrages 
had ancient authority for so acting. No one who cQUdidly ex
amines the cues here cited, but.will say that mtWderi. authorized 
by the Masonic institution, under particular circumstances. I 
now ,ask you again, will you longer support such an institution? 

, -'-, A MUON. 
,NO. VI. 

To all hone.t Ma.oM: . 
Brethren-'l'he great subject which agitates, the people at 

present, seems every day of its existence to draw nearer to the 
point which is to decide the destiny of the Masonic institution. 
On the one band it is cootended that Morgan was carried off and 
murdered by a few Masonic stragglers and outlaws; and that the 
usages and customs of the ord.,r in no way encourage or sanction 
such acts; while on tha other hand it is a'sserted, that those concern
ed in the outrages were some of the first men of the order; and that 
the ancient usages and cust!>ms.f the institution required such 
acts at their bands. If this be tnle, it requires no great discernment 
to discover that we have a government within a government; and 
that either the coqfitution and laws of our country, or those of 
ancient Free Masonry must give away; and that if ollr government 
is triumphant in the present conftict, Masonry must go down for 
el'er. 
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Again, if tbe men concerned in the outrages w'ere in no way 
authorized or encouraged by tile usages and customs of Free 
Ma8Onry, to kidnap aud execute the traitor, and tile p.rinciples of 
the urder in no way come in contact \\ ith Ole constitution and 
Jaws of our country, and are otherwise pure and wholesome, then 

. indeed Free MasollrY may stand for ages. ~n.ordert therefore,. 
til iuvestigate thi.f subject, it is necessary we should touch in II 
slight degree upon some ofilie mysteries and principles'ofancient 
and modem Free Masonry. . 

And first, my brethren, I shall have the hardihood to lissert,. 
that before lInyof you ever entered a lodge, you pledg(ld your 
honor cheurfully to conform to flll tho ancient usages and customs 
of thEl order. '. . . 

After this y.ou went farther-yo I entered the'Jodge and thete 
solemn)y made oath not only to adhere to the ancient Wl&ges and 
customs of the order. butto have your throat cut across, your 
tongue tom out, and your body buried in the rough saods of the sea 
shollid YOIl ever be wilfully guilty of divulging any of the secretS 
of Free MBlIOnry; and Sf} on from an Entered Apprentke in every 
degree up to that of the Thrice Illustrious Order of Knigh&s of the 
(~ross, you have solemnly sworn to suffer some penalty to be in
fli ted 00 your body, wbich jfiollicted would take life, ILIhould you 
cl'"<!r be wilfully guilty of revealiog any of the secrets ofeilb.er or 
all their degrees. Surely, the good Muon says. wcba.ve sworn to. 
saffer all these penalties, if tro betray our trust. But the traitor 
will not inflict tbem upon himself, and there is no one authorized 
to iollict them upon him. If this be true, th~D indeed those 

\ 

concerned in the Morgan case.were nothing but a Masonic·ban-

, 
ditti and murderers, and the instillJ1ion in no way to blame. Bu t 
I shall not. as rcadily as some do, stop exactly here. 1 shall go 
a little turther and inquir~ what (he ancient usages and customs 

\ are, which our honors and oaths are pledged to support. It is a 

~J 
,:: i 

I 

\ fact I believe well known to all Ma~ons, ~that SololJ.lon was the 
,the great founder and pattern of allflle~t Free Masonry, ad that 
\ all the Grand Masters from his· day down to this time, have ono 
I after another, in regular suecession~ been confi.idered the sucoes· 
, sors and representatives of Solomon; and IJi the lawiI, usages and 
! etMtoins whicll were establisbedin his dayJlII Masons ever sillcc 
·~t1both low and high degree have most religioUsly pledged their 
ko1wrs and their solemn oaths and obligations always to observe 
.~nd maintain. To illustrate my ideas more familiarly on this 
's~ect, suppose o~e of you ·were' 61eeled t. 'preside over . tlte 
lWIWoni.c institutiol'l III tbe U oiled States for seven years; tbat ill 
ldI"the degrees from Enteretl Apprentico up to lhe bigher and 
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sublimer station which you fill, and that all the ancient laws, 
u$lges and customs of the order, were enforced upon the mind 
witb all the power and ingenuity which mlUl could invent, lis the 
only. means of preserving the institution from ruin and destruc
tion. 'SUPPOlile, at your installation, it was required of you lUI the 
presiding officer of the institution, to deviate in no instance from 
the ancien,t landmarks, and customs, but to preside with that 
promptness and decision of character which will carry down to 
future ages tho secrets of the order, as pure and unimpaired as 
they were given to you; and suppose, under all of these cir
cumstances, QIld while you 'Were at the head of the institution, 
-and \n the place of Solomon, eo ·messenger should arrive and in
'form you that Morgan, a Royal Arch Mason, was writing the 
secrets dfMasonry, and Miller, an Entered Apprentice Mason, 
was absolutely about to publish them, even up to the Royal Arch; 
and' unless measures were immediately taken to bring the traitors 
to condign. punishment, tbe small /!treams which cause the mo
ney for quarterly dues, initiations,and for the sale of charters, to 
flow. in such. profusion from a thousand ways to the fountain head 
would dry up; that in short they would publish the real and genu
ine secrets of Free lUasonry up.to the arch, to the world, and 
Masonry be ruined and undone for ever. What would you do! 
Would you disregard your honor, your solemn'oaths, and all your 
admonitions at your installation; suffer the traitors ullder your 

, administration to publish the sacred and holy seerets of ancient 
Free Masonry to the world, and the institution be- ruined for 
0\'er1, Or would you ratber have some little regard to your ho-' 
nor, your solemn oaths and admonitions! Look about you and 
inquire what are the ancient laws, usages and customs of the 
order which are every where so rigorously enforced upon the 
candidatel What did Solomon do in the case of Jubela, Jubelo, 
and Jubeluin, where the ruffians attempted to extort the Master's 
word from our worthy Grand Master, Hiram Abifft How was 
it in the case of the seven traitors that fled from Jerusalem! 
And how 'was it in the case of Akiropl Surely in all these cases 
8010lnon appointed discreet Masons to Beize the villains and 
traitors, and to bring tbem before him; and "he ordered punish
ments to be inflicted on them proportionate to their crimes, e. 
oept in the ease of Akirop, and the~ tbe Mason whom Solomon 
appointed took the power into his own bands and executed the 
traitor himsel£ Solomon approved of this, and conferred OD ~e 
executive officer new and lasting honol'll. How has it beeD WIth 

all succeeding Grand MasterJl in eases of treacbery, frolft Solo
mon down to tbis dayt Surely MuoDie traitors bave every. 

112 ' 
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where had those penalties infti~ted upon them, w'bien they had 
sworn might be inBicted, were tbey' ever wilfully guilty of reveal
itlg any ot'the secret nnd hidden mysteries of Masonry. W.ould' 
nlD 1I0t say, Sovereign Master, tbese arc tho laws, usages and eus" 
tOll)q of the order whicb we have all pledged all that is sacn:d orr 
oar!h or holy in heaven ch.eerflllly to co~forrn t.o-therefore, I win 
do 10 the Morgan and }lliler case, as IS reqUitAd of me to dl> by 
the order. I .;vill do as all former Grf1nd Masters have done in 
similar cases. I will appoint discreet and sUbtle Masons to in
llict upon Morgan and Miller, those penalties whicb they hare 
s\,\·orn to suif~r should they e\·er be wilfully guilty of revealing 
the secrets of the order, and thereby save the institution of Ma;. 
sonry from evcrlast:n~ disgrace and absojute .ruin. Daniel 
Johns is a discreet ana subtle }Iason, and what is more, he is 
a strnn.;er in the country wl1ere the traitors reside: I will select 
him ns my chier executive offirer; and as 1\11 my Masonic sub
jects have eycry where solemnly IIw.orn, with their bands on the 
Holy llihlt', nnd in the presence of Almighty God, to obey aU 
due sign3 and regulnr summons, given, handed, sent or thrown to 
them by the hand of a Master 1\lason,-1 will furnish him with 
some regular summonses requiring of them to obey him in what
e,·er h() may direct with regard to the trnitors, and send bim away 
to the place where they reside; IVId I have no doubt a punish
ment will be inflicted ('n them 'adequate to their crimes.' When 
)"OU hanl gOlle thus fltT, MOl<t Sovereign Grand Master EJect,. 
YOll have done your duty, ~nd the remainder is left to the sub
tlety and eunning of Daniel J 0\1OS and all thoso to' whom he· may 
give, hand 0'· llenu summons to assist him. Thus, my brethren, 
tbel conclusion i3 irresistibly forced upon liS, that the institution 
of Free 1\lasoDry does hold its members in the strong bonds of' 
lil'o and death; that our Sovereign Grand l\faster, 11$ far us ro;' 
gards the revealing of the secrets of th,e order, is absolute in 
power. and aU that are under him are'bountl to obey. This ae
counts in the most satisfactory manner for what we have wit
nesseu in this part ot the cOllntry fourteen months past; and this, 
in my humble opinion, MasonicaUy justifies all those who ,.-ere 
eOllcerned in the abduction of Morgan, and 'the attempt 011 the 
lire of Miller. 

Such being tb,e facts, my· brethren, do YOll not discover that
the 'ancient laws, usages and customs of Free MasonrY' are dia
metrically oPPf)sed to the constitution ond lawa of our countryt 
If so, (and on this point there can be no doubt, for if the Sove
reign Master had not been absolute in power, the traitors long 
since woil1d haY(ls"·armed like the'loeusts of Egypt,) ought \\"'0-
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not as bonest men and good citizens, with one accord, to rise in 
the dignity of freemen, and like our fathers, ~ea.r ,nsunder those 
bonds which make us slaves, and tend to entad misery upon our 
cbildrent Our fathers were under solemn obligations to be 
faithful 'to tho crown of Great Britain; but when they discovered 
tbatan observance of their oatbs and obligations whicb they had 
takeu, were detrimental to freedom and tbe rights of man, they 
with a manliness of spirit wbicb all future ages will admil'e, tore 
their bonds asunder, fougbt the monarch whom they were swom 
to protect; established freedom for themselves, and l1S they fondly 
hHped, hud entailed it upon their children. Wby not we then, 
when, we becomo convinced tbat our obligations jeopardize our 
lives, and make slaves of us, and endanger the liberties of our 
children-wby not we, I say, ,like ODr fathers, rend our bonds 
asunder; open the bowels of' tbe beast, nnd expose to the scorn 
contempt of, all mankind, the selfishness nnd sin th3t bas there 
been smothered so lang., , 

Do you think this woultl be umnasonic, and therefore we lilld 
better withdraw and say nothiD{l about it, if we are displeased 
with it. Such advH:e I know is given every day in the streets; 
but this was oot the course pursued by our fatbers-they not 
only withdrew their oath and allegiance from the 'crown of Great 
Britain, but they tlirDed about and fought her with a firmness of 
purpose wbich always ensures su~cess. Therefore, my breth
ren, if you agree with me, that under existing circum8tances it is 
proper and necessary so far to disregard tbc Masonic ebligations 
as'to make open and honorable war upon the monster,-then I 
beseech you, by all the fondness you eyer bore for the purity of onr 
government and the rights of mankind, tG come out of thAt dark, 
absolute, and bloody government of Free ~Iasonry, which wa.q 
established in the dark and bloody ages of the world, II:nd is band
ed dO'WD unimpairecl, with all its horrid' rites and ceremonies. 
And then, my bretbren, when you have done this, instead of re
treating into some dark garret, with a Tyler at the 'door with an 
old rusty sword ill his hand to guard it, and there under the blacl, 
flag of iniquity and crime marching around the room and singing, 

Mark Masters all appeal' ' 
Before your Grand OVerlllMlf,-

we in open day will hoist JU,[h in the air the star·spamgled.banner 
of our country that ftoatedover the btoody field of our fathe"" 
and shout aloud in presence of the univeftle, 

Hail Columbia, happy land, ' 
, ~f:il ye heroes, heaven born banG; 

:md then march OD, conquering and to conquer, (the mind only 1 
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mean,) until every darlt and wicked rite and ceremony of ancient 
FRn MUOIfRY, be driven far a\Vay beyond the borders of our 
country; A MASON. 

NO. VII. 
To ol1/wnut MIIIOftI: 

Brethren-I again ask you to exnmine the charge made in No. 
5; for the reported attempts to clear the institution of Masonry, 
at the expense of the individuals engaged in the kidnapping and 
JDurder of Morgan, calls for the serious' attention of every'per
son who wisbes to fix the blame where it deservedly belongs. 
'rhat the institution required those acts of its members, is as evi
dent as any proposition; and one woul. suppose, that, at this 
day. there are none who would hav:e the effrontery to deny'it. 
But, strange as this may appear, there are some who deny that 
the laws and customs of 'Masonry do authorize the abdu~tioD and 
murder of a MasoDic traitor. They say, it is true I have SlVom 
to BUffer my throat cut across, &c.; but' J, nor no one else, have 
sworn or promised to perform the execution: it is merely an im
precation without meaning. Once more, I ask l-oU 10 c:oadidlll 
examine the laws o£ the order, and I am satisfie ,unless you al
low your prejudices to influence you, you will be fully satisfied on 
that point. In the l<'ree Mason's Monitor, at page 31,. the ~ 
didate is requested to answer tile fonowing questioDs:-'Do you 
seriously dt'Clare, upon your honor. before these gentlemen, 
(members of the lodge, who conduct him through the ceremo
nies,) that you will cheerfully conform to ALL THE ANCIENT ES

TABLISHED U8.GEI AND CU8TOMS OF THE J1'RATBRNITvl'-and 
nlit until he has answered this in the affirmative, is he allowed to 
observe Mlefl the form of tke lodge. At page 46t is the first charge 
a Mason ever receives; it is a charge to a newly initiated Enter
ed Apprentice: he is there solemnly charged-elf, in the circ)e of 
your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of ~eing iD;itiated 
mto Masonry, be partic:ularly c:""ejvJ not to recommend, hUll UN
LESS HE WILL CONFOJUI TO oua RULE8.' No matter how rair a. 
character he may sustain; you need not inquire whether he be II: 
believer in the sublime doctrines of Christianity-DO matter if he 
be the veriest infidel-the only question is, will he conform 'to 
ourrulu.' . 

In the charge to a Fellow Craft, at page 65,t they thus addre&s 
the candidatel-'OuR LAWS AND REGULATIONS YOU ARB ITU
NUOUSLY TO 8UPPORT, AND BE ALWAYS READY TO US18T IN SEB
ING THBM DULY EX.CUT.D.' In the charge to a Master Mason, 
at page 74, II the Worshipful Master thus addresses the new made 

• Salem ed. p. 30. t do. p. 44. t do. p. 6J. ft do. p. 72 • 
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Master lUason:-'¥ou are now bound, by Iumo,. atul gratitude,' 
to be faithful to your t""tj to support the dignity of your charac
ter on ,every occasion; and to enforce, by precept and ezample, 
obedieuce to thll tenels of our ordw. 'l.'ht ANCIENT LA NDMABK OF 

THE ORDER intrulted til your care, you are carefully to pre8en:e, 
aad ne1)er attffer them to be infringed, Q(" eetmtenauce a defliatioft 
from the ESTABLISHED UUGES AND CUSTOM8 of the fratcmity.~ 
Before a lodge can do any business, there must be granted to 
them a charter; and the Master, in a solemn manner, is instruc:t
'ed what are'the duties of his office, by the Grand Master, or 
some person represeiiti~ tbe Grand l\'iaster. You will find all 
these instructions at page 96* of the )lonitor. The Master thus 
addresses him: (the Master elect:)-'Previous to your investure, 
it is necessary that you should signify your assent to those AN

CIENT OHARGES AND REGULATIONS, which point out the duties of 
a Master of a lodge.' Among other charges is the following:
,¥ ou agree to h,!ld in fletlwatton the origi1lll1 NJlws 41nd patrou of 
Ihe order oj.Maaonry, and their ;·egular 3tACCU8lWS, mprttne atld 
subordinate, according to their atatiOfll.' Page 100t-"1 he Grand 
Master then addresses the Master elect in the folloWing manner: 
Do you submit to these charges, ,and promise to support these 
regulations, as Mastet·s Ita"e done in all ages befot·e youl' And 
not until be, in the most solemn manner, in presence of all bis 
brethren and the officers of the Grand Lodge, pledged himself 
to do it, can he be vested with authority to govern a lodge. At 
page I5!,! you find the same doctrine in9i$ted upon, eamesHy, in 
a cbarge to a newly exalted Royal Arch Mason. 

'We expect you will never recommend any candidate to this 
chapter, whose abilities ~nd knotclc(!ge of the foregoing degrees 
you cannot fully 'Vouch for, and whom you do not jil'fTIly and (onJi
dtntly beliflfle will cot/form to the principles of oor order, arul jt//

.til the obligation, of a Royal J1rch .MlJ8on.' Thus, my brethren, 
\Ve find insisted upon, with an earnestness' whicb nothing but a 
case of desperation can urge, that we support 'all the ancient 
uagu and CU8tOniS of' ancient' Free .I't1a8011ry. I wish you to 
examine these instructions with care an.d candor, for I d\;~
der there is a meaning doaked Wider tbem,wbicb, in the . ed 
manner the degrees are usually given, do not meet our view at· 
first sight. Why do tbey 80 earnestly urge us, from the time' \vo 
step into the preparation room to prepare to be initiated i.ow tho 
sublime mystefies of an Entered Apprentice, up to the time wo 
are exalted to the degree of a Royal Arch Mason, to s~port 
tall the ancient mages and customs of the fraternity!'. I bW1U now' 
:ibow you wbat are some of the 'laws of Masonry, Gild t en most 
~ ed. p. 93. t do. p. 97. f do. p. 146. 
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, conclusively prove that the 'macieat _age and cu.dom' of our an· 
cient brethren wu, to inflict on a Masonic traitor punisbment ade
quate to his crime, 

The first law of Masonry which I shaD give you, may be found 
at page 20 of the 'lllustrations of Masonry,' as given by Mor
po: how near it is to the obligations which you actually took up
on you in the lodge, I leave y.u to judge, 'Furthermore, I do 
promiae and swear, that I will ,not write, print, stamp, stain, hew, 
cut, carve, indent, paint, or engrave'it, (the secrets of Masonry,) 
to any thing moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of 
heaven, whereby or whereon the least letter, Itc. may become 
legible or intelligible to myself, or any person in the ,known world, 
whereby the secrets of Masonry may become unlawfully obtain
ed through my unworthiness: binding myself under no less pen
alty, than to haTe my tlaro.' cut GCf'OU, my tope tom out by the 
roo", IJftd my body buried iA the rovgh ,aw of the sea, lit lou: 
totJtermark, tll1aere the tide eb", and fIovJ' ttoice iA I'llJenty-jOur 
hour,,' One would suppose, if true, this waS a jIotDerful law; I 
should wish for no greater punishment, than the penalty of thls 
law to be inflicted on me. The next Masonic law I shall cite, 
may be found at page 45 of the same work:-'Furthermore, do 
I promise and swear, that I wiD support the constitution of the 
Grand Lodge oftbe United States, and the Grand Lodge ofthia 
state, under which this lodge is held, and conform to all the by-14'IIJ', 
mit" lind regullllionB of thil, or IIAy other lodge, of which I may 
at any time hereafter become a member, as far as in my power. 
Furthermore, do I promile and l'IIJeOr,THAT I WILL OBEY ALL 
(no exceptions) IlEGULAR SIGNS AND SUlIIl!IONS, GIVBN, HANDBD, 
SENT, OR THR.OWN to me by tlae hand of (J brother Fello'IIJ Craft 
MIllOA, or from. the bo~1 of a juI' and IO'IIJfully cOMtituted ,lodge 
,of IUCh: binding my.e1l under no lUI penalty, thIIR to M;,e my 
left breast torn 0,.,., and my heart 11M .i'ala taken from theflCe 
and throUlA ot1er my left .1toulder, IIIId comed into ,he fJalley 01 
Jeho'apMt, thereto become (J prey to mid b~" of the fold. 
and tJulturea" the air, if ever I should prove wilfully guilty, &c.' 

~tro r still, page 62, same work, obligation of a Master Ma-
jlO Furthermore, do I promiae and swear, that I will sup-

.. the ~onstit';1tion of the Grand Lodge of the state of -, 
WIder which this lodge is held, and conform to all the by-lawB, 
f'Ulu, and regulotiona of thil, or any o'her lodge, qf which I may 
hereafter b.come II member. Furthermore, do f promise, and 
swear, that I will OBBY ALL REGULAR SIGNS, 111I1I1I10NS, OR To.
kBRS, 0IY.N, BAND.D, SBNT, OR THROWN to me,Jrom. the Iumd 
of a Iwother' MeN,ff' Mtuort, or .frorn the body of II jail CItId 1_.falI!I 
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'f!omti""ed· lodge of lUCk. Furthermore, do.i promise and swear, 
that I ",ill go em a Muter Mason'8 IltTtmd, ,,,/uaeeer required, 
elm Ibid l/ahe to go barefoot dnd bareheatleti: binding myself 
wder no less penalty than to hatJe my body IetJered In t/ae midlt 
and diflded to the north and 8ot1lh, my bovel. burnt to uhe. in 
Ilr.e centre, arad the uhe • • cattered before the four IfIind8 .f iaeatJm, 
tltal there might lIot the letJIt track or trace oj remembrance re
tJUrio tIfflOfIg mIlA or Muo,." of 80 fJilll and perjured a welch tJ8 I 
8hould be, ",ere I efJer to prOfJIl ,,,ilfvlly guilty~' 4-c. Stronger and 
"Stronger, and thus they continue to increase in all important parts, 
up to the degree of Knights of the lIoly and Thrice Illustrious 
Order of the Cross, as many of us full wen know. I have given 
authority sufficient to satisfy anyone, beyond the bare possibility 
of a doubt, that every Mason, from the days of our founder, Solo
mon, down to that of the murdered Morgan, who has 'received a 
part ofilie rights and benefits ofa Worshipful Lodge,' have been 
bound by their honor, and the strongest obligations which man 
could invent, to support 'all the ancient UBtJg'1l8 and CUltoms,' as 
'Wen as laws of ancient Free Masonry. One point only is want
ing to establish the eharge made in number five, that the ancient 
llsageS and customs of our Il1lcient brethren, was to uecute any 
Masonic traitor found among them. On this point proof is abun
dant. ' As 'We all· know, in the different degrees we have taken, 
Masonic tradition inform us of a number of instances of the kind. 
No Fellow Craft Mason can forget the slaying of forty and two 
,thousand of the Ephraimites in one dan and that our ancient 
brethren adopted the pasB-wotd used on that occasion, as a pro
per pass-word to be given before entering any well ft!gUlated 
lodge of Fellow Crafts. Every Master Muon must remember 
the execution of the three FeUow Crafts, executed by order of 
king Solomon. I will now, my brethren, sbowconclusively, that 
the ancient usages and customs of our brethren,. was to inflict on 
the Masonic traitor a punishment clue his crimes. Before enter. 
iog on that point I would remark, that in all the ancient ceremo
nies we allow the Master of a lodge tUB and complete power; no 

, ana can direct, but· all must obey his mandate; and thus .qf the 
Grand Master: all the 8lIbordinate oftieers are under his cofIirol, 
and must execute whatever he directs; equally so is it with the • 
presiding oftieer of .the Chapter aad Graad Chapter and General 
Grand Chapter, who represents king Solemen, and according to 
~ancient usage aatl cll8tom,' pes orders for the apprehell!'ion and 
aecntion of Masonic traitors. I do not wish to be lPI8under
stood, for I welllmow that in aU minor concerns, wcb as dispos- . 
ing of tile 6mds, .c. he i8 uader ~ntrot Itf the JIleIIlilent of hie 
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lodge' but-' speak c&pressly of his Power as derived from 'an
cient ~!lages and customs.' Thus, for example, all the 8ubordi~ 
nate officers say:-'You will wait until the W orsbipful Master can 
be informed and bis oroer given-It is the order of the W orship
fid Master-The Worshipful Muster Of'dered ·me, &c.;' showi.r.ig 
conclu,;ively that the l'laster in all cases which refer to 'ancient 
usages and customs of tbe fraternity' is absolute, and all the 
brethren are sworn to 'obey aU Big,." BUrMIIORI ... tok., gtNR, 
llaaded, .. 111 or thrown to them.' 

I shall first quote from p. 49 of the 'DlustraUoos,' where the Ju
nior Warden inquires of the considerate, why was this pass insti
tuted1 .!In,. [0 consequence of a qU8,lT81 which bad long existed 
between Jeptha. judge of Israel, and the Epbraimites, the latter 
of whom had long. been a stubborn and rebellious people, whom 
Jeptha had endeavored to subdue by lenient measures, but to no 
effect. The Ephraimites being highly in~ensed against Jeptha, for 
not being called to tight and share in the ricb spoils of the Amori
tish war, assembled a mighty. army and pllssed over the river Jor
dan to give Jeptha battle; but.he beiD«. apprieed of their approach, 
called to~ether tbe men of Israel and Wlve them battle an~ put 
them to flight; and to mako bis victory more complete, he order
ed guards to be pJaced at the different passea of the river Jordan, 
and command~d if the Epbraimites pas,ed that WI\J, that they 
should pronouDCC the word Shibboleth; but they being of a dift'er
ent tribe, pronounced it Sibolctb; whick trifling defect proved them 
spies and cost them their lives; and there fell that day, at the differ
cofpasses on the banks of the river Jordan, forty and two thousand. 
This word wall also used by our ancient brethren, to distinguish 
a fiiend from a foo, and has since been. adopted as a proper pllB .. 
tIIOrd, to be given before enteling any If,eJll'ilgulatedand govern
ed lodge of .'ellow Crall Masons. 

I am weU aware you will say this is not directly to the point; 
but a very little reRection will sbow ya" that it has an imp.o~t 
bearing on this question. It is said to be a proper pass word. 
It is so truly~ the ·C8ndij. .. te hea1'lil of tho. slaughter Qf forty and 
two tPousand of the Ephmwitell, to irnp~8 his mind of the great 
doger of being an en8my to Free l\l~onry. It has another still 

*' more importantbeariag, and. is in substance tho ~ as to ~en 
the candidate, should you, or,any·oumber of you, tlJrA traitQrs;md 
expose the ~e pas~word, we can inv.~t a DeW 'ch"ek~word,' 
and armed With the dirks oCtile ~hU!, ~ require of you, 'Sar 
DOW our new.c~word!' and every. man of yQu net bavinl the 
new check-word shall-be alaUl; and,the day may; tmive whea we 
aluill make as ~t. sJ"ughter a~ o,ur ~ .. did Jepdla 
among the Ephrallmtes. . 

Digitized by Coogle 



LIGHT ON MASONRY •• 3t/ 

This, my brethfen, is no trifling subject; the Grand Lodge has 
seen fit, in the plentitude of their wisdom, to invent a new pass
word, and no milD can be admitted into any lodge under their 
jurisdiction without he can distinctly pronounce this new Shibbo
',th, (FIDELITY, the new pass word;) arid when the time may 
come when those who cannot pronounce it may receive the dead
ly thrust, no one can teU. It carries also one other important 
lesson with it: as Jeptha had full power to command the forces 
of Israel to fight his battles, and invent a new pass-word to detect 
his enemies; so has our Grand'Master an undoubted right to call 
upon every Mason uader his jurisdiction, ~o tum out at his com
mand and fight for the cause of Masonry, and give the deadly 
thrust to egery one who cannot distinctly pronounce, Fidelity. 

The next instance of Masonic execution I shall give, may bo 
found from Page 80 to 82, and is a history of the death of our 
Worthy Master, Hiram Abiff, and 14e execution of the three Fel
low Crafts who murdered him. I am aware that some of the 
brotherhood, like drowning Jnen catching at straws, will say this 
was for murder and did not relate to the revealing the secrets of 
Masonry. I only answer that my object now is to show that if a 
person is found guilty of a crime deserving death in the Masonic 
order, our 'ancient usages and customs' give sufficient· power to 
execute him, and it is left to the successors of king Solomon to de
termine whether he be worthy of death or not; imd still farther, if the 
'ancient usages and customs' were to execute a member for doing 
an act which he had not sworn to refrain from, surely those same 
'ancient usages and customs' would not allow a member to escape 
punishment who by his oath )Jad s~bmitted himself to be executed 
should he commit certain acts: then if our 'ancient usages and 
customs' are such that a person can be executed when the repre
sentative of king Solomon supposes he, has committed a crime 

'worthy of death, they most assuredly will authorize the inflicting 
a penalty which the member has subjected himself to, should he 
reVeal the secrets of MlI$Onry. I would farther remark, they 
were execotecl 'agreeably to ~ impreeatiODB of their own 
mouths:' then certainly any member according to the same rule 
~an be executed according to the 'several imprecations' they take 
upon themselves in their obligations, when abey swear. in the pre
sence of Almighty God and this. W orsbipful Lodge erected to 
him,' that they will never reveal the seerets of Masonry. . 

The substance of that history is as follows:-A number of the 
workmen of the temple became dissatisfied, because they bad 
wrought loog on the temple, and had not received. ~ gl1UId ~ 
sublime word of a Master Mason; wishiDg to oW .. d; that e1 
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miaht travel in foreip·par18 _ obtain better....., they accost.. 
eel 1liram and demaoded the word trom him. He told them he 
eould not give it, unless there were three present, to wit, Solomon, 
Hiram king of Tyre, ad himself; but to wait with patieace until 
they were aasembled in the Grand Lodge at Jerusalem, and if' 
found worthy they should receive it. But they wiahed not to wait; 
and in their attempts to get it, they lillled our Grand Master, Hi
ram AbitT. Solomoa eomiDg to the teiDple, as was his UBUal cus
tom, found the workmen in cOnfusion, and on inquiring the (l8.USe 

was told there were no desips drawn on the trestle board. After 
considerable ceremony it was found Hiram was missiug. He·then 
orders twelve of them to gom searob of him. They returned with 
no distinct tidings, hilt related some IlUspicious eircuJIIStauces. 
He then orders them to. a lecond time, and return .with the mur- ' 
derers. After sorae 1MlIIl'Cb, the murderers are heard lamenting 
the act, and asking certeia puniahments in8icted on their beads 
for the murderoUil deed. They were seized and brought befere 
king Solomon, 'who after hearing the testimony of the-three Fel
low Crafts, and the threentfians DVing pleaded guilty, orders 
them to be taken out at the west gate of the temple, and there 
EXECUTED ACCORDJNG TO THE SIlVBBAL IMl'RBCATION8 QP 

THEIR OWN MOUTH&.' It is true that is not direct in point, 80 

far as the reveaIiIlg the secrets wall the crime, but conclusively 
.mows the power of puoishing was veeted in king Solomon. The 
history of Akirop aod dle other six trUtors, as given in No.5, 
comes directly to the poiut in question. Here were six perso.as 
executed by king Solomon, for aeme enormous crime; and firo.m 
the circumstances as reeorded, there is DO reason to deubtit Was 
for revealing some of the secrets of the oNere I_ed, IIEIDIe 
who have taken that degree, do BOt deay such b) lie the fact. 
The execution of .!kirop is DO common es.ecution: found reetiDg 
secure as he suppoied, the execu.tiooer eatered the caw; 'inftam
ed at the sight, he 8eIzed the pooiard·end.pltmged it ·first in the 
head, then in the htJart;~Dot'88tisfied withtbis, he &eyers ibehead 
from the body t aQd w.u.s.h,itI pODiatrl in ODe haDd and the bloo4¥ 
head in the other, hft,·fi'oceedIs ),uk with his bIoed.y trot»lUes to 
kiIIg Solamon. ,Dq YQq hear bim.OOIIIIleInniag Joabert f« his 
bloodyact1 D08II . .,iMarn the lOss of.A.ki.ropt Jt.ia true be 
was at first disp18iiited .~ 1ae.pUt it but.m ... power to take 
vengeance hims~lf, iII ~ of aD lhe craft, u a 'WIIIDing to 
them against.such.an acit;'but-so euily is·he Mc4lDC~ that Jba
bert is soon ree~ll'~ tato faver, .... 'DeW _ diStibguialted boo 
norlJ conferred upon him, -to te~ his'lleal in .. Mt« whieh 1m
~V ~o~dshu.dder; ~ the W""deed is: to. bek..,tia reqaem. 
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brance &ad tnmamitted down to the lat.t posterity, by institu. 
ting a new degree of Masoliry, and having the emblems and fUJDi.. 
ture of it represent tbis same bloody act. The 'halls of their dark 
Qvem, to strike fear to the heart of those who would otherwise 
become traitors, !IDd to stimulate the zeal of those who are deter
mined to stick to· the order at all hazarcls, are painted to represent 
the execution of Akirop in its full force. The eaodidate, on en
tering this chapter, by the feeble light of one lamp has represent
~ the cavem where Akirop reposed. He sees tile bloody po
aiatd which strQck the fatal blow; be sees the representation of 
Akirop's bloody head, as just severed from the body, held by a 
bloody ann in, an attitude. of exultation at the death of a traitor; 
and some ki~ brother, with hie apron spriDkled with blood, points 

. to him, VEl't9EANCB, written in capitalleUers upon the walls of 
tbe cavern. Should any person caught is the street be blind
folded and earried into- this chapter, and when brought to . light, 
see the bloody trophies scattered about the cave, and the members 
should crowd around him with their bloody dM8s,-instead· of sup
posing be bad been, introduced to the soei~ of honest men, he 
would rather conclude that demons of darkness bad dragged him 
down to the regions of despair. All things considered, my breth
ren, it is not surprising that this society has existed thus long; for 
""0, nader' II1if pemiileol, wbare persoaal1ibei-ty is not as 
safely secured u in this Tepublic; would dare divul8e the secrets 
of Masonry. In the foregoing eases we see clearly what were 
the 'ancient lUIBtJ8S 'and customs of the &aternity' which we have 
.n pledged our honor, and bave solemnly sworn to support. 

There is one case more which I shall here cite, and I trust 
show plainly, wu ,.mormfjd in strict accordance with the 'ancient 
usages and customs of ancient Free Masonry.! I shall refer you 
to no book for this instance, for it is not written on perishable rna. 
terlais, but with imperishable characters, on the memory of every 
true patriot in the UQited States; and the. bloody tale will be told 
to their children, and transmitted down 'to all posterity, as a con
vincing proof of the bloody character of Ihirf mtcimt fJm/. 1wtwrs
bli society. I speak now or the Morgan case, the tragieal'scenes 
of which are too well known in this section of the counuy to 
need a full description. I shaD only show the.similarity between 
this case and those I baM quoted. 

1 am well aware, that from the dilI'enmee of the goveroment 
under whichthe Morpn ease WH· performed, and that under 
which the other Masonic executious were performed, th .. t an ex .. 
act. similarity could not exist, but whaM it. was possible *.0 follow; 
the 'ancierlt usages and cWltoms of the.aneieDt &atermty' have 
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been copied 110 nearly as to show that those engaged in the Mor
gaD case 'did carefully preserve the ancient landmar.ks of the or
der, committed to their care, and did not suffer them to be infring
ed upon, nor suffer a deviation from the established usages and 
customs of the fraternity,' more than was possible. In the case of 
the murderers of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, as soon as Solo
mon had learned the case, he despatched a number of the craft to 
apprehend the villains, that they might receive a punishment ade
quate to their crimes: they did find the murderers, and he ordered 
them to be punished 'agreeably to the several imp'~ations of their 
own mouths. ' In the case of Akirop a great assemblage of Masters 
was held, to cODBult on the best means of apprehending the traitor; 
and after the consultation, Solomon ordered nine of tile craft: to ap
prehend the traitor, and bring him to a punishment due his crimes: 

'tIley did find the traitor, but instead of bringing him back, they only 
returned with such bloody evidence as convinced all that the trai
tor had been executed. In the case of the six traitors, who had 
fled from Jerusalem, Solomon elected fifteen persons, 'm whom 
he could place the highest confidence,' and sent them in quest of 
the viI1aias, and gave them letters to differ,nt persooa on their 
way, 'to ass"t them in apprehending the villains.' NoJ knowing 
the cQmplete history of the Morgan case, we cannot follow it 
with that min'uteness we can the other cases, but we can dUscuver 
a most striking similarity between the cues; from which we. may 
suppose, with confidence, they followed those cases in almost 
every particular. .Agreef.bly to the 'ancieot usages and cus
toms' oi' the fraternity, the person representing Solomon, our 
former Muter, should, upon hearing Morgan was publishing, and 
Miller printing, the secrets of Masonry, appoint some judicioua 
perso~ or p~ons, in,wholl8 discreti~n and prudence ~ 'c~uld 
place ImpliCit confidence,' to .ascertain the fact, and gn'e hinl a 
'au.mona;' and should such be the fact, to call for auch assistance 
as the case should require. It is not in my power to say that the 
person representing Solomon,.. in the Uaited States, did thus ap
pqint a person, thus qualified; but I well know that a person call
ing his name Daniel Johns, and unknown to any ODe in thie 
section, 'suddenly' made his appearance in Batavia, and by his 
cunDing and prudence, (which are well worthy the 'implicit con:: 
fidence,' of the representatives of. Solomon,) gained admittance 
into the printing office of D. C. Miller, and lelU'lled the fact that 
Morgan h8d wri~, and Miller ,WIllI publishing the secrets of 
Muonry, and did actuaJJy call upoalolaDf Masons to 'aasist him 
in apprebending the villains.' and some of our bre&hren have said, 
(how true it is, I do not .. y,) that he had written orders to that, 
effect. It has also been swom to, that some of the leaders in 
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that traJisaction said he had been sent here expressly for that 
purpose; but who sent him I cannot tell. 

In the case of Akirop and the other liz traitors, 'a great as
sembly of Masters was held, in conlultation on the belt means 
of apprehendiDg the villaina.' It has bren fully proved that a 
large 8I88mblage of Masons was held in Stafford, on the 8th of 
September, and Dr. Butler has testified, to consult on the bellt 
means of stopping the publication of Morgan's book; and others 
have said, if no means could effect it, to devise means to carry 
off Morgan. Wbat means were actually d81ised, can only be 
drawn from what transpired after the meeting: on the next Mon
day, Morgan was taken from Batavia; on the next day, Miller 
was violently torn from his family and brought to this place, 
where, by the timely assistance of his friends, he was saved from 
the fate allotted to Morgan, who was amidst the cries of mur
der taken from Canandaigua. and carried to the magazine of 
Fort Niagara, a place as nearly representing the cave in which 
AlUrop was executed, as any that could conveniently be found, 
and there probably murdenod; but his murderers did not dare re
tum with the bloody trophies of their vengeance to the person 
authorizing the transaction. I CltDDOt positively state that Da
Diel Johns carried with bim such a summons as we baveal! swom 
to obey,. whether given. blinded, sent, or tbrown, unto UI; but we 
all know that ma~y obeyed lome summons or sign, by neglect.
ing their eommon avocations and IlIJsisting in transporting him 
beyoild the reach of his friends; others, when called upon, took 
their horses from their plougb, to aid, and in other ways assisted 
in getting him through a large tract of country, which nothing 
can reconcile, unless they had a 'sigo, summons or token, given, 
banded, sent or thrown to them,' which they had sworn to obey. 
I give one more reason for supposing the Morgan case ·to b6 
in strict conformity to the 'ancient usages of ancient Free Ma
eoDry. ' On the naoming they were going on this infernal errand, 
JD&ny of them said they had sworn never to suffer the secrets of 
·Masonry to be published, ifin their power to prevent it, and tlug 
00tJld pr,etJeat it by going to HattMG tlaat day; others said they 
had aaclent authGrity for this conduct in the Morgan case; and 
one of the captains of the band, when asked for a reason, took 
bis Monitor and read the ('888 of Akirop and the other six trai
tors, as Miveo in No.5, suppoeing that would suppresa aoy 
farther iRquiry on that point. . Wbether Morgan suffered· a ~ate 
ai;miJaF&o that of AlUrop; or whether, aCcording to the several liD
precations of his OWD mouth, he· bad his throat out, 'left breast 
tor .. opeD, body se,ered ill two, bow.""" 10""', lAofe IIfIaq 
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..",..ed III 1AAfi*'''' 0/ .... ., tIast there ~ fie.." .... 
frauor """"'nrace ~ ......... "..,O/.tO..,. and p.;.r-
ed • ."..teA .... ,..,' 88 wen .. those who nN aetu.liy hill 
.... r8l'll,-it is true, remaiaa somewhat in doubt. :s.t _ahI 
If .. oory.urvive this tremeodolls sbock, and "811 .. all_ iIrmer 
ponr _ «lory in lOme after age, <* MODitor would dilclaae to 
ltiltJre paeratioos the manner of his ..... r, and bis'lIIUIderen 
occupy 88 cODspicuous a plaee in it .. does ~ ift tbe ex .. 
fion of Akirop; but should it he left .. I.. time, I tear it wit 
Dever be koo,"" for Muomy i. ItOW ill tile lIIi1t convo"e ag0-
nies of death. Lot as BOW, rD'J bretlwea, anditlly nn,iew tbia 
lBject, for it is .f pat impottance. It is fully prawd from ua
questionable authority, that before. eDteq a lodge we are re-
quired to pledge our honor, aDd after entering it we IU'e ,.pea. • 
edly r.barged te support all the ancient Wlllg88 ad WIle- of , 

. allcient Free Masonry, and Dever sufferdle I ... derilltioo &om 
the established rulea and customs of the fraternity. Morgaa in 
his ithlstration info .... us that all MuoDtl solemnly IJ1NIIJ' to.., 
aU signs, summons or toitena, given, lIanded, eent or duewn to 
them, by a Fellow Craft or Master M88OIl, thereby eatalaliahin& 
• sure way 10 cvry into el'ect the 'aneient II8II(l8II and CU8toIIW 
of eur ancient bretIlren; "0, that eh_d we dittalp BOY of tile 
secrets of Jlaaonry, we wilt suft"tor death in tile DI08t crael and 
harharOus maneer; e.tabliabing clearly tbat die law 0( _onry 
is '0 exeeute any member who shaH dilVislp tbe secre. of IV .. 
SORry. It i. moat cenclusi'lely _"n, from unqaeationahle au
thority, that the uaac- ... ¢lII!tom. of our anei_ brwthran nre 
to ell8Cute • Masonie traitor aocording to the 'ee ... ' impreca
tions of his own mouth,' or inftMt. punishmeDt> upon· him He
flUate to his crimea. It is also clalll'l)' .hown, that in almost 
f'l'feri partiClltar, an tilr as the'~ have come to light, dud Mol'
gao was dealt with agreeably to lbe ancient usages anlt cuatoate 
of the fJlMemity; therefore ( do eo ..... ' the eharp matle in No. 
5 proved be)'ond the bare possibility of' a dbobt. One doubt, 
however, has been rai8ed, and as it· co_ from • IOUICe'I high
ly respect, I will .... wer it. It is said that the Mao. of the 
preeent age are IHlder no more obligations to' obey tire Jaws· of 
Solomon, than they are those of Moaea; thereby admittias faU, 
that the law8 of Solomon were such as hue been gnren • 

... answer, it might be said we are bOOM ... oHy. an Ia_ 
which· we have pledged our honors and oaths tit IdppOrt .. ne
yer s.r a deviation &om. I admit MUOOtJ are not tMrund' iD 
~eir Muonic capacity to obey aU _ law. aild ·advice SeIoIllOll 
"'!Jiven to tile .acted writiaip, any. MOre draa they .... .., 
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wlricIl Hose.lu 18 liven; but I do cooteDd that all the MUODic 
Jan wbieb Solomon, as Grand Master of the lodge, gave, are 
as bibdiRg lIpeD us, if we adhere to the Masonic UJstitution, as 
the laws of MOI88 are binding upon the Jews as firm believel'll in 
the Mosaic dispensation, and who suppose that all the customs 
of the aocient Jews under Moses, their leader, are binding-upon 
them. But I will not pretend to say, that for fonowing the an
cieet usages and customs of our BOCient brethren, as given to 
-Gem by Solomon, the wrath of heaven will be as 8e.ere1y poured 
"PO. our .,ds .. it is upon tbe Jews; 80 that "e be scattert'd 
.moDg all the nations of tblI earth, and become a by-word and 
reproacillllnOllg men. 

I wiIllDllke a "W more ohservatioils, artd ctose this part of the 
~bjeet. 1 have addres8ed my numbers to all honest MaSOlls. 

Sucla I wish to uamine this subject with care IlI'Id attebtioD. To 
tllese who ate chJpes to tile 4esigning part of the fraterDily, and 
8I'e Mindly determined 10 adhere to the institution through. 'thick 
... ci dIin;' or to thoee who adbere to it because it bas shielded 
them from Merited pHt.hment, or expect it wiH still aid them to 
1I8I8dlit crime with impunity; or tb~ who eltpect still to defraud 
fM lodges ..... chapters of their funds, I have nothing to l18.y-1 
wish to add~ those who .re ~st, and who have honestly 
supported, from the many borrowed mOl'8ls whicb have been ad
ded to Masonry to deceive the world, and not baving freq"endy 
attendefl the meetin~ of their brethren, and heard the obligatioDs 
admmistered, and seen the ceremonies of Masonry, that no evils 
have or can arise from Masonry, whfln its memb, rs performed all 
dlat is required of them by its principles. Sucb I would earnest
ly Mq11e8t to examine this subject ",ith all the care and attention 
the importance of it deserves; we have slumbered too long upon 
our po8tI; but let the cries of the murdered Morgan aFOUse us 
ftoom our slumber, alld inquire by whom, fur what, and by what 
lawlI was he murderedr After thUIl examining the case, let us 
honeetly and fearlessly cast the blame of this murderous tran ... 
8Clioll where it actually,belcmga. Some of those men eogag.d 
in the late outrages are well knoWJl to all of U8 to be men, in 
other respects, of pod cbanacter, who would shudder at the com
mission of any crime. Then if they are murderers, what, 1 ask, 
bas made them sol Shall we, to save an institution groaning un
der the blackest of crimes, make them cOlllfJlOf& murderers aIld 
.... bGIlda of the land' They adhered close1y to the ancient 
Ulagee and custo .. which 'We have all of. us pledged oar honot, 
ad ha,e solemnlY' .wom in preseae-e of Almighty God to support. 
I bMwb you then, my breChren, emue out m8ntUUy and aboW' 
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80IIle aympeday for them and their families; acknowledge it was 
for adhering to an institution which has become'~t only useless, 
but dangerous, that has produced this disastrous transaction which 
hu thrown this section of country in Buch ~ion. 

A LsoN. 

NO. VIII. 
To aU Honut MtuOftI: 

Brethren-Ia my former numbers I have fuUy shown that our 
"Society .... not only useles81~ut dangerous, in a republica go
vernment-lbat the Ian of Masoa" authorized the murder ofa 
Masonic traitor who should divulgP. their secrets; I have also 
ahown that Morgan was ezecuted ia the same way all.other Ma
sonic traitors have been, as laid down by our beet Masonic wri
ters. l fIOKI aum, cand uill protle, t#&at the obligatiou ",,1MCJ6 .e 
pea itt 0Uf' MGIOfIie lodge. to their lAefl&bera, (Jt'e not biRding, Il1O

raUy, r.l~, or lei!aUy-11fII (Ita 1M eORtrGl'y, it it a tlMlJ 
.from ""AteA no I&oBut MGIOI& 'IlliU .ArIH, to ab80JDe luruel/ froria 
all ~e to MGIOI&,." au ezp04c to tAc aeona _ t:8IIIerRpt of 
aU .... lUad tlNir ula'Ullvl mad 61a1p1utrtou obligatiou. To .. -
certain this point, let us inquire what is the nature of these obli
,alions. They are not oaths in a legalsenae; lor to constitute a 
lawful oath it is nec8sBary,that the person administering it should 
be legally authorized to do thus, and the penon receiving lIhould 
swear to thinp within his knowledge; but in, this case the persoa 
adminlsteriDg our obligations derives nO authority for it by lUly 
law-the person 8wearing to perform the promise knows no~ 
what will be required of him; therefore, they cannot be called 
legal oath8. If not le~al oath8, they CllIlnot be anything more 
than mere simple conditional, promisea. I am ready to grant that 
a promi8e made, (the maker of it knowing the 8ubject mat.er of 
the promise,) and the pt<rformanceoftbe same being lawful, that 
the promise i8 morally binding. ,On the co.trary, however, not 
knowing at the time of maluog it the subject matter of the pro
mise, and the performance of it being unlawful, we are in no mlUl
ner bound to perform the promise. The manner of administer-
ing the obligation is such that we cannot conceive eYeD .Ihe fta. I 
tore of the promises until after we have taken &hem, and time is ~ 
afforded to examine them. lfter gojng through a scene of non- , 
sense and fright well calculated to confuse our ideas, we are re
quired to kneel and say after the person administering the obli· 
ptions-on1y a few words are said at a time, and this in, broken 
sentencell, in a manner in which no one can obtain a co ..... 
~owledge, even after bearing them administered: for,eUIBple. 
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the master says, requiring the candidate to repeat:-I, A. B., of 
my own free will and accord, in presence of Almighty God and 
the Worshipful Lodge, &c. No person can possibly tell the bear
ing which the obligations may have on his conscience or duty to 
his country, until he has h/ld sufficient time to peruse and reflect 
upon it. If after -the -ceremonies are performed-and in his 
cooler moments he can deliberately examine the nature and ac
tual promise-he is satisfied that it does interfere with either his 
'religion or his politics,' most assuredly he cannot be bound to 
perfonn the same; and he only can determine for himself whether 
it does ioterfere with his oltn individual duty tobis God or bis 
country. We ought not therefore to judge too severely those 
who, considering them thus to interfere, throw them aside as null 
and void; for men wiD construe the same passages dift'erently; 
and in this land of freedom the inestimable privilege of thinking 
for ourselves, provided it does not interfere with the laws of our 
country, is fully and perfectly sooured to everycnizen. That 
you may fully understand the subject, and not rest un my indi
vidual assertion, I will give you the opinion of moral and reli
gious writers on this subject. Paley, a. great Theologian, and 
one of the best moral writers of our agel, says, 'Promises are not 
binding when the performance is unlawflll. There are two cales 
of this: one where the uoIawfulness is bown at the time of lOa.. 
king the promise; the other case [which is even stronger and 
more applicable to Masonic promises] is when the unlawtulness 
did not exist, or was unknown in the making of the promise. 
When the promise is understood to proceed upon a certain sup
position, and that promise turns out to be false,the promise is not 
Jainding.' Thus, when we are about to receive the obligation, we 
are told it does not intf'rfere wii\ our 'religion or politics.' Should 
they interfere with either they certainly cannot be binding upon 
any man receiving them. The examples which Paley gives-in 
his Moral Philosophy, it is ulreless to quote, as ther are familiar 
with all of you. -The Rev. Thomas Scott bas written upon the 
subject of oaths, and describes the nature of Herod's. He says 
'Herod's oath was rash and profane in the extreme; and wben it 
was found to involve sucla consequences, it became ab~'olutely 
unlawful to ohsene it. He ought to have repented of his impiety, 
and with abhorrence bave rejected Salome's application. Rash 
oaths are above all things to be avoided; but if men ore er&ItmglM/. 
by them, they ought rather to infringe tho sinful oaths than add sin 
to sin and ruin to their own souls.' It is unnecessary to quote 
from other authors' 00 this subject; for every ODe mUllt, at ~nce 
perceive the only erime. there can be is in taking the obligations. 
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Are .. obIiptious which are administered in our difFerellt lodges; 
c_pten, councils, and encampments, of the nature of those· d.e. 
scribed by Paley, Scott, and others, 88 not binding1 I .bali give 
a pert of the different obligations; and should any Mason in the 
UDited St&tos dare deny that the quotatiOD8 from these obliptioas 
are Dot IAlbstaotially correct, I pled~e my,.,lf to prove them 80 
by COIIIp8lant witnesses, if ncb perBOII will give his name to the 
editors of the La Roy Gazette, he proving that he bu taken the 
degree the obIiption of which he diapulBs. In the Master Ma
soo's obUgatiou, u given by Moraan in hi8 'llluatratiOll8' -and DO 
:MuOD. who regard. his veracit,1 daze deny the correctness of that 
book,.-ia the foUowing:-'Furthermore, do I promiae and swear, 
that I will not give the grad hailiDg sip ofdiamess except I am 
in real diatrese, or for the benefit of the eraO: when at work; imd 
should I eYer see dlat sign.given, or tile word accompanying it, 
and the person who gave it appee.rinr to be in distress, I win fly 
to hia relief at the risk of my life, should there be a greater pro
bability of aaviug hi. life than Ioeing my own. Furthermore, do 
I promise aad swear, that a Master Masoa's secreta. given to me 
in clwp as such, aad I knowing him to be such, shall remain.as 
secure and inflolable in my breut u in .• own, when commump 
cated to me as 1lUCh, marder and u.ason excepted, and tRey left 
10 my owa elicitation' Thus, __ tM eoJemaity of- _ -.&, 
should we ever see a brother giYiDg the gratid haiIiDg'sigD of ru... 
tress, we are bound to 8y to his relief, should there be.a greater 
probability of aaviDg hia life than lOOlling our own. We are here 
sworn without. any reservation; neitberare there any distinguished 
mark» drawn about tile kind of~; the oal,. question is, does 
be appear in any kind of danger1 S~uld he ftee from the pu
niahment due his crimes, we are SworD.to p,,*ct him, so lang as 
there ia more probability of...m.g his life tban losing our ow.
&. lawful promise, truly, in a gcwemment wbere.theonly safety 
of our property CODSiats in affording our aid in the execution 
of oar laws. To ahow fully the force of this part of the obli
gation, I will put a case which baa too often been realized 
since the establishment of our OBDEll. A Master Mason com
mits arson-ia seen er suspected-the neoessaq steps are ta. 
ken--an oBicer attempts toanest him-a. MII8ler Mason giVes 
him 'timely notiee'-·(the reason for his so doing I will presently 
ellplain)-and he attempts to flee-the ofticer clo&ely punuell
perceiving a ~ty of receiving hia just deeerts, he at. Yen. 
tore gives the grand hailing sip of distress-you, standing per
~ in the door of your ~ see him 'give the sign,' or it 
~ dark, 'bear the· wordS' aecompanyiag the same,' yon are 
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bound (if the oath is obligatory) to fly to his relief, rescue him 
from the officer, and receive bim into your houae, and there de
fend him so long as there is a 'greater probability of IIIlviag his 
life than losing your own.' You do thus defend your eriminal 
brother; and the officer seeing he cannot execute the laws of his 
country without endangering bis life, at length desists and leaves 
you in pOBBeBalon of your crimioal brother. After the officer baa 
withdrawn from the contest, your criminal brother confesses the 
crime, and tells you when, where, and how, it waacommitted, 
and you become in poBaeasion of all the facts COIle8I'Iliot it. At 
length, supposing aD is safe, you admit your brother to eecape 
from your h01l88-the officer waiting without to execute bis duty, 
seizes the criminal, and he is brought to the trial-from the cir
cumstances it is supposed he has entrusted you with all the facta. 
You are called upon the stand and legally swom to tell the ''truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.' The queatioa __ Did 
your brother Mason tell you he eommitted the crime he is charged 
withl What a situation are you placed inl Your eriminal bro
ther gave the secret to you 'in charge as sucht and you knew him 
to be as sUch,' aud you are sworn 'that they shall remain 8S se
cure and inviolable in your breiult as in his own.' Should YOll 
consider your Masonic obligation as binding, you must neee88a
rily perjure yourself:. should you be a true patriot and supporter 
of the laws of your country, it is true you will break your Ma
sonic promise; but there should be no promiee, eapecially ... oath, 
which is in contradiction to the obligations we ere under to our 
country. I ask-Is it lawful to protect a criminal, and screen 
him from the punishment due his crimet-II it lawful to conceal a 
crime committed against the laws of yonr countryl-Should you 
do it, do you not become acC8lllOry after the factl ~d as weB are 
you not liable by law to be puaishedl . The promise made in the 
Master Mason's obligation there is ualawful, ..... no one can for 
a moment sappose he is bouncl by such obliption. In the some 
obligation is the followiag:-F1ll1hermore, do I ptomise aad 
swear, that I will not speak evil of .. brotBer Master MaBOB, &c.; 
Dut tDiU fIJ11IfU8" of aU t.tpproGClting dager, if in my power. I 
have before eaid tbatsome Mason wouW give & aiminel btodter 
~y notiee-the reason bas ·heeB eq»1ained; he .. nom to 
apprize him of .pProac~ danger. SIlould, therefore, tlIly Ma-
80Il know his brother guilt¥Of _y crinae,·8Dd theie is aproba\)iJity 
of his beiag ~ he is BWom to""- bim of· hila clauRer. 
T __ e mafII!lrial.poims lite kopt in view through the otlter de-
grees. Havia« reached the Bora! Arcbj theY.JlPPoae yoo .... 
prepuecl ill full to-usiat tbeel ia ibeir pu..,..- ,··You are then 
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required to swear in the following ~er:-cFurthermore, do I 
promise and swear, that I will protect a companion Royal Areh 
Muoa, whether right or wrong.' Throwing off all reserve, they 
here teJ! U8 at once we must 'go the whole load,' and Pl'otect them 
in any villaDY whatever, and however guilty tbey may be. Can 
aay Boyal Arch Muon, i( he has any regard for his Masonic 
promi.. sit on a jury .where a Royal Arch Mason is to be 
tried for.any crime, and bring in a vehlict of guilty, ldlen he has 
SWoffrto protect a companion, 'whether rilht or wrong-untier 
the Dol ... penalty tbaa to haye his Icullsmote oft" and his brains 
exposed to the BCorehintr rays of the 8uol' Can he tio justice to 
a man who knows not our order, when his antagonist is a Royal 
Arch Masoa1 Most assuredly he cannot! for he has sworn to 
'protect a cQmpanion of tlUs exalted degree, whether right or 
wrong.' It is absurd in the extreme, to urge such obligatiolHl 
upon a person. We Ilre all bound by every tie which binds so. 
cietiea togp,ther, to dispense justice and equity whenever we are 
called upon, either by the laws of our country, or as disinleredted 
persons, to decide any dispute which may arise in a g~vemment 
tounded upon equal rights. There should be .00 distmction in 
any CftH .Aatev.,.. Weare aU, both bi nature and law, entitled 
to every privilege .which can be .granted SO any person; and to 
mark otHlines of di8tinetion, and afford protection to one man in 
preference to another, because he may belong to an order·we are 
unacquaiotedwith, and can scientifically draw his hand aeros. 
his forehead in allosion to the penalty of this obligation, is con
trary to every principle of virtue, mora,lity, religi()D, or law; and 
no obligation which requires us to do so, can po8sibly be bind
ing. The foHowiog outrageous and unlawful promise is con-. 
taioed in the same oath:-Furthenraore, do I prorMse GIld Neat', 
tlull tJ comptmion BoyGlAr.ch MfJIOn', '~'" gi"'" me in charge 
08 neh, GJId I Imov!ing hi .. to be such, .hall remain 08 8~re mad 
iMlioloble in my breut III in h.is 0tMa, ""'eft co~d to tM,. 
MtrRDER AND TREASON .0T Il%CBPTED. , 

Paley says, 'Promises are Ilot binding, where there is a prior 
obligation to the contrary.' Everyeitizen of the United States 
iJ under a natural .00 paramount -obligation to support the gov-
.• ent which affords him protection. As goGd citizens we are 

bOund to afford eYery aseistaDCe to preserve the good order of 
society, and aid in the execution of the taws. Therefore, we 
must communicate to the proper aQtheri~s, all crimes which 
COme witbia our knowledge. Should we, by any ...... tllhatflf1et", 

know murder to ;!-ye""n commiUecl,~umanity, the laws of 
God and maD, all requue us to collUDUDlCate the same iaunt-
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diutely, tbat the murderer may receive a punishment 'due bis 
crime,' and the majesty of our laws be not trampled upon with 
impunity. But as Royal Arch Masons, we are sworn to conceal 
the horrid crime of murder, provided the person committing it 
should be a companion Royal Arch Mason! What security have 
'we, if crimes of the deepest dye are to be committed nnd con
-cealed'! 'fhe Claes ot murder may arouse us from our sleep at 
the silent hour of nilJht-our villages may be wrapt in fllttlles-our 
property stolen and destroyed-and the person committing these 
fl~p;rant crimes may escape punishment, if he is so fortunate as 
to be a 'coml'anion Royal Arch Mas'on!' Sh!;,uld it, however, be 
suspected by 'those who know not our order,' that a 'companion 
of this exalted degree' had performed these diabolical acts, and 
he should be brought to trial, a Royal Arch Mason sitting on the 
jury is bound ~y all' they call sacred to clear him, 'right or wrong,' 
and he will of course escape punishmont. But, should he be so 
1mfortunate, however, as to llave no 'companion Royal Arch-ltfa
son' on the jury, and he is found guilty of this crime by his lawful 
peers, he sues a Royal .R.rch G01lerf'lor (or pardon; and the saiff 
Royal Arch Governor, if he supposes his Masonic oath binding, 
must, and will grant his petition. - We have no security for our 
lives or property, while such obligations are administered and ad
berea- to. We have hlld a fuJ] demonstration ofthis fact, in the 
unharpy fate of Capt. William Morgan. A free citizen may he 
tom from his family and his (rie~ds-deprived of his liberty anti 
Jife-and no punishment awarded to the villains performing 80 
hellish an act, (should they be Royal Arch Masons who commit. 
ted the' same )-and none but Royal Arch Masons be privy to the 
eircumstance; or a Roya1 Arch Mason who regards his Masonic 
obligation as binding, may sit upon the jury to try the criminals. 
But if so dangerous in tbe elise of individual property, or the 

• safety of individuals themselves, how is their dangerous tendency 
magnified, when even treason is not excepted in their obligationsl 

-We live under the best organized government ev~r formed; a 
government dispensing its salutary influence equally upon all-all 
partaking, when administered in its purity, of its equal rights Rnd 
protection. But it maybe overthrown and destroyed at any time. 
and should none but Royal Arch Masons know tbe existence of 

. the treasonable purp<!s~s, tbere can be no remedy. 
There is, pemaps, from three to five hundred thousand Royal 

Arch Masons scattered over the Uni~d States, possessing meall6 
.or communicating their Ja"s -and objects over My other societ.r' 

~ No member of that degree hazards any thiDg by disclos,ing hlB. 
treasonable purposes to tb~ aU in' their meetings; holdJOff But, 

, - LT. .'-
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ioducemeats of different kinds to eacb, thOle may be no such 
number of them who wiII conspire with him to overthrow the only 
repubJicaD government in the world. Should they thus' &pee, 
what means do they POlsesS to carry their desigDS into effect! 
Possesaiog a key whicb has for ever (until of late) been unknown 
to any but Royal Arch MasoDS, they can communicate without 
danger; for should their letters be intercepted, none-but 'com
panions of this exalted degree' can know its pontents; and they 
are swom to protect them right or wrong; and 'mu{der and trea
son' are not ellcepted io their oath of secrecy. That this may 
aot seem too much like fiction, I would remark, tbat in the cele
brated conspiracy of Aaron Burr, this same Royal Arch key was 
uaed, and their characters, in his lettellll to.his coadjutors. How 
can they be punishedl NODe but 'companions of this exalted 
degree,' have aay knowledge of their purpose&, and they are 
awom not to divulge it; and should any of them not enter the 
conspiracy, they are 8woro to protect those wbo may, 'right 'or 
wroag.' I again ask, what safety have we for our lives, or libel. 
ties, or government, if such obligations are adminiitered and 
adhered tol But 80 far from these obligations being binding, we 
:are .bound Ity our prior obliptions to the government, to absolve 
ourselves from aU allegiance to an institution administering them; 
and to expose them to.the world. 

I will now ask you 'to 'examine the obligation of the Holy and 
Thrice Illustrious Order of the Cross:-'You J'URTHBR aWllAR, 
"HAT SHOUI.» YOU BVER KNOW A COMPANION VIOLATE A!'fY ES~ 
JlBNTU,L PAIlT OJ' THIS .OBLIGATION, YOU WILL VBB TOUR MOST 
DBCIDBD BNIlBAV:Oaa, BY THE BLESSING OF GOD, TO BIlING sUcn 
nasON TO TUE IIOST ST&ICT AND CONDIGN PO'NIBIIXBNT, AGJUtE
ABLY TO TUil RULES AND UUGBS OlP OUR ANCIENT J'llATl!.llNIT~; 

(See No. 7;) ~ tlncs, bY)H'intiag 'lim·~' to. ''!' t"arld tU ~ 
UAVI!Jf'tI&y and "aclOUS "agtWOM; by opp08I"g 1m intWeBt; by tliJ.. . 
"rraagira~ hit bulirwl; by (Tf1'~f~K.1/,it c/a.racter'(J/!w D, 
fDkere1!~r lae moy go; by u;p08'''K hun to t~e conte""t of tlu to'ta;ole 
[ratern!ty a~ tb.e world,' but o/. our .1lustraOUl ?,~r mort ~eClal
ly, dUring' h", to~ole natural life.' That masterpiece of m-en, the 

.. deClaration of independence, declare. that man poeseises cer
tain inestimable ripts: such as life, Ii~erty, and ~. pursw'fs of 
happiness. The laws, of our country guaran~ to us the privi
lege of following Buch pursuits as we please, in aaCely; and de
clares it a misde~esnor foJ' any number of men'to conspire to 
destroy the lawfuJ pureu.its of any person. . SlaDIel'ia pUbishable 
by heavy ~nes. Morality, Teligion, and the 'beat inlerellts oho
~ety, forbitt Os tG destroy the reputation of any person ... hatet~, 

Digitized by Coogle 



LIGHT ON lilA-SONS\". 411 

But bas it come to this, that a set of men are combined to bring 
to strict and. condign punisbment citizens' of a free repub
lic, for no offence !lgainst the law of the land-for no offence 
of the \aw of God-for no offence against the equal rights of 
mankindl What offence is reoognisable by this !)and, worle 
dlaq a banditti, who attack not only the property, but the 
reputatiOll of a man! It is the heinous offence of telling tbe 
,vorld, here are a borde of villains, self-created, bound togetber 
by oaths to protect each other, 'right or wrong;' and that an hOD
est· man who dis~lieves in their internal principles, must be 
brande4 witb infamy. Is it lawful to punish 'strictly, and with 
eondign punishment,' a maft wbo l1as violated' no lawl And 
110W punisb! 'By pointing him otit to tlat 100rld as 1m tmtJIOf'tky 
and .,ici01U 'Ilagabond.' We can here exclaim' with empbasis, 
'Tell it not in Gatb-publiab it net in the streets of Askelon'-that 
in this land of liberty; where-we arttdaily boasting of our supe
rior advantages of equal rights, we are fostering ia our bosom a 
set of men possessing the spirit of demons; who are sworn to 
make a vagabond flf a man who doea not subscribe to their bel~ 

'lisl;l tenets. No matter how fair a character he may have sus-
tained; no matter if the 'frost of seventy winters"bas whitened 
his bead in the ea~ae of his Redeeiner, no matter if bis wbole 
life bas been ,one continued act of benevolence aod gocd will to 
mankind; still he. mu!!t be pointed out to the world, by the fingers 
of sCQrn, as an 'unworthy and vicio~s vaga~ond.' Again, 'By. 
opposing hilinteres.t.' Not satia6ed with destroying his reputation, 
tlley must even oppose his interest in society. I had ever sup
posed that any individual ~dan llodoubtedrigbt to advance his 

, political or worldly interest by allla~ful means. Has ~e talent 
and' honesty suftie.ient, he may ai.m at filling aay o1lice under, the 
government whicb h' lives. ' 

But this blood-stained few sa1, that'if he Jms viOlated' Uly es
"ential part of our law, w._ wiD not allow hlm the pJjvilege of gain
ing any inte~t whatevef.wid~ bis fellow citizens; ho'\Vever capable 
be may be, het shall gain no intluence· in society, but shall be 
fQJ'Ceci to submit to becomf) anoutcast of society; and to carry this 
into full effect, the mOst palpable false~ds are circulated. This 
has been verified for sometimQ paa~ b\J,~ of this more anon. 
Again, 'By Ilutroymg hil bfuine..8.' Not aati,fifjd with destroy
iog; his reputation, th.e brigll",.t jilwel In. his possessioB; Dot 
satisfied with opposu, 'his beat inte~st ill tbe world; but sh9uld 
he after this be pdfsqtog 80IIUIlawful voclltiQn-:-perh~ps the OD;\1 
support fpr.himselhnd family....:thei"swear to derang~ even thlS, 
and tum ~. out upOn the worldt, 1Ia. a. v.~b,9.nd both in prp.p~rty 
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and reputation. Freedom and equality indeed! . Boasino more 
of our wholesomo laws, and of the equality of our government: 
boast no more oltha 'land of tho brave,und the home orthefree,' 
where every citizen can pursue his vocation in peace, if the com
bination is yet in the bosom of ~ur country, pretending to be the 
mOllt honorable and respected part of community, and sworn to 
take the bread from the mouth of honest industry? and to tum a man 
destitute and dependent up~n the cold charity of the world, Should 
he be found ill the street, iustaining the 'p~ltings of the pitiless 
storm' and asking the charities of the world whicb are given to tbe 
meanest vagabond, for some scant( provision, even the 'crumbs 
which full from the rich man's table,' to support fora short time 
a destitute but unfortunate family,-:-:-they are sworn to represent 
him'in such a view, that even ,this scanty provision' cannot be 
given him. What ,awful c(ime has be Deen guilty of, that tho 
comUlOQ acts of charity cannot ,be administered to him? None: 
110 offence against the lawil ofms country whatever, has he been 
guilty of: but on the conirary he ha~ ever sllstained a good 
character; but he supposed, an~ ,;ghtly too, that the obligations 
imposed upon him in the lodges, chapters, &c. were at varianco 
with the best,interests of society; and he boldly steps forward, 
and fearle,,! of consequen~cs, tells the world 'what arc truly tho. 
:\Iasonic principles. Jlor this he must be deprived ot every 
privilege of citizenship; made ail outcast from society; ,an~ his bu
siness destroyed; while many a dishonest man, guilty of crimes 
which, if strictly punished, would gain him a residence at state 
prison, is applauded'and held out to the \Vorld as deserving their 
patronage; and too often do they receive the patronage and good 
wishes of community, through the 'influence ofthis dark, myste
ous, midnight, and hellish banditt1. '0 shame, where is thy blush.' 

But still farther-:' By transferring his chm'acle,' fthat is .. the, 
character which they give him 1 after 'him wl,ere".er 'he may go.' 
The unhappy sufferer, satisfied that Masonic vengeanc.e will des
troy every hope of gaining a 'su~sistence for himse1f and thoB& 
dependent upon him, unless he becomes aishonest, seeks some 
distant part ofJhe community, and there hopeEdo avoid the fiend
like malice of the brotherhood, and pursue his avocation in peace; 
but alas! even this c6nsoIition is not len him. 'l'liej swear 'to 
transf~r his cha~acte~ after him ,wherever ,he m.IlY g~;: 1'lot satis
fied, With. tr~duclDg ~IS cha,rll:cter, destr?Yl~g hiS biisl1.1ess, and op
posmg hiS mterest m the Immediate Vlc'iUlty \flle\-e be hilS Ovel' 
supported the character of an honest and respe~table citizen; but 
be must be utterly destroyed. With malice welll>ecoming the in, 
fernal spirits, they pursue their Masonic victim to th;p 'uttermost 
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parts of the earth,' and destroy eYery vestage of hope. To carry 
'dUs into fuJl,.an~ complete effect, tbe council which receive him 
require him to give his name, the names of his parents, the place 
where he was born, where he was educated-in fact, a descrip":
tion of every circ!lmstanee of his life by which he may be ,traced , 
tIlrough the world, is registered in their bloody annals. No hope, 
is left the unhappy fugitive, even in flight! He mllst be pursu~d 
and ru.ined in reputation, and become a vagabond and an outcast 
of society, and a mark put upon him as indelible as that put upoo' 
Cain by the band of Omnipotence, through the influence of' all 
uc:i~ and 1&OfIlWfJble 89ciety. FiuaUy, 'By ezpoBiag him to flU'· 
ixmtt'"flt of tM whole fraternity and the world, but of OIIr ilhUtri- ' 
"' [iUUlttiow indeed.r] order, lIIore e~e.cially, durirag liis whole 
natwol life.' If, he has committed an error and becomes' ¢on-~ 
vineed of it, (no matter if he repent ef his frailties in sincerity,) , 
no paMOD can be granted him; he mpst be held out to the scorn . 
and eontelDpt of the 'whole world', during the wbole, of hiS nilJiJ.; • 
,allife.', No cooaolatioo or iIlducement of reform can tie foillid; , 
no mitigation of Maaonie cengeance can be realized, neit~r,in 
ftiaht or'repeatanee. Conduct worthy, indeed, of a sOcie'ty 
styling themse),. '-.neieBt" bonoJable, and the handmaid Of 
J'eli~ioo.' , '. A. M-'.SON.; • 

NOTII. The foregoing eigll' numbers of 'A IL,soN' were origiaall,,-phl!-, 
'fished .in 18~ in the Le &!l GaseUe, Genesee coun*y, N. Y _ " • 

. ,'." _e_ 
: .. :~ . 

CONVJil5TIOll OF DeEDING, BASON81 '!: • '}~. "., 
Htlrlllt LII RoT, ~ 19IIa -' .... IIIIIi,Jul" 4IIa ., 5CA,. Jst8.::.. .'. .' 
A-r a cODvention of Free Masons opposed to secret s«ieieti"s, 

beld af Le Roy, in the county of Genesee, New York, on Tuili
tI." February 19tb, li28-
. The eonvention 8rganized at ODe O'clock, P. M. and'E'la!)r 

'David Bernard, of Warsaw, add reseed the ThroDe of Grace; 
Leonerd B. Rose,. Esq. of C~tile, was ealled to the ciair, aBel 
)lIMr David B6{D~.appointed seeretary. T oled, That the;Rev • 
.James Cbchrane, of Batavia, be requested to deliver an addiea 
loth.,. ConftDtion'lIPOD the subject Qf ita pr!t8eDt ~eeting... ., -- '-. 

• ' Nearly line year aDd a 1taIfbad elapIedj.after theaWuetion ,aM ~ 
.• r Williani Morgan, before ~ OIIDYeDtioD ~ .. CIlledj' durin~ ~ 

lIut few had the IDO!-I eo~' ~ diNeat &om tile. '. . CJD8tita,
tibn, alJd denounce it .. wicIlild aad........... Thoae who. __ .w tt"ltJ 
in 'defence' of their eoan-'. npu,' It .... .,... of loI_ic~ 

. ate~ferdi and imited;Wl'tb tbtirMlo,,~. tboir DOIIle ~11!».f96 
. - ,' ... W . ", .. '" -.~.~; .... ,,~~;' '.':'!:'~"'.-'." - ," _T~"'!' :'.~ 
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Mr. Coc:brane then rose aod delivered an addrm. 
The object of the meeting baYing been state.t, it· was ag~ 

fhat tile principles and obligations of 'ree Muonry be freely 
dPcuNed:- Therefore, 

Voted, That the first obligatioB iD Masonrybe read. Mr. H. 
A. Read read the obligations or an tEntered Apprentice: as 
pablilbed by Capt. William Morgaa. The c:bail1?'Bft acid .... 
the meeting Oft the binding nature of Masomo obligation&. Mr. 
8. D. Green, of Batavia, followed him on the same sultject. Mr. 
H. A. Read, of Le Roy, spoke largely on the prineiplea and ob
tigalions of the order; he Wid followed by J. Haacall, ElKluire, 
oa the .ame subject. 1'be secretary then addressed the con
vention GD die ~ of the institution, showillg that it was DOt 
flllCienl; on the morality of the institution, showiag that it did BOt 
",omote morality; on the benevolencj3 of the inetitutioDt abow-

. ieg that it WIlS not benet1ou.t: on the c~ of the inetitution, 
as far as the Royal" Arch degree, showing that tbey went not only 
4egrading to buman nature, but bluphemous; on the principles 
of tho institution, showing that tbey were opposed to C~ityi 
CIIld gave his reuons for believing it the duty 0{ bones\ Masons '0 eJ[po.e its secrets and obligatiQnl to the world. . 

. Voted, That the second, aod third obligatioDs in Muonry be 
.. ead. They were accordingly read, at published by M91'pDo 

Voted, That the fourth, 6fib,.sixtb, and seventh obl~oD8 be 
wead, as ,ubmitted to the. cODveotion, in manu.cript. They were 
llccordinglyread by Mr. Ruad. . . ' 

Mr. Read then spoke very extensively upon the ohligations of 
Muonry--ehowing tba' tbey were diametrieaUy opposed to good 
peroment, and subversive of the principles of juatice and goe& 
Cfder •. 

The convention then adjoumed until seven o'cloek, P. Me 
!turing the adjournment, Solomon 5outhwiclt, EIMto of AI_y, ""0 Had been invited to attend theconventioa, alrifed .. take> 

1UiJ .eat as a member. . 
- ,f.largeaod respectable concourse of ciftzelll baving C8InIIIOeC1, 
aM being ...xiou. to see the man whom the.Y-4lo ... II •• /dte 

\ill the BEAIiT! . But the 'M~N9TEI\.· by-hie ·curining .. devi.cu, fiIiIed. .ev.er,y 
~ to takehls life. At lengtb afew became convinced that it w.lll.!b~lr 
~ •. at the'huardo£ everything .d.1llP" 011 ejUth, to-publlehall. the lecreta or 

'the order to the worldj,...,U ... t . tbis .wP,Jbp m¥!/. ~'Y in w~ thi,e in/It\~n-. 
~iInt ,of. darbe88 could. be. destrp1~ a~ QII.r, (:9UD," ."ed frPJIl rwn! 
'l'ItouP, ... ,. wetl8'few m D1un/)e......,Ut.JblIy,.l1t.d a 1ICIet, lllidqiabt, aull 
~iti·foe'to_counteE; yet" with ~Tl\Il,"II ;&\Id"I1~~IC:.' iMc:ribed on.tb4ir · 
81a1"':aud..tho.GodtOf~u./M,Lo:r_ ~flm, qn ·~1 JlIQv;8ll.f0nu.r4~t •• 
e~;tc) tho mighty coDllict-tbey bravely fought-t\e)'. uobll conquoreti!l 
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-ehalDpioo 01 their ....... , were admittIMI iato the coaveDtion 
ella ...... , when lb. Soudlwiek was iotrodoeed by EWef Ber
..... H. brieftya4dreued them upoo the aubjec& of .. Jf.crea
techocietiea in aoy pV«n .. t, particalarly a republiCIA lOver&
meDt; reminded them with what jealuU8f the people of these 
United State. ha4 watch ... the iatro&ctioo of lOCietiee and 
eGmbinMioDa aoti-republicaa.ia their '-Iencie.; ud lD8tanced 
the deGI_ of the cmcioatti ...." cOMpOl8d of mm,. of the 
vetel'lUll of the revolution; and tile- oppoeiIiu to tbu article.r 
oaf federal cODBtitutioD wlUch alldl_izenecretaeaiona of Coo
greee, although &bey 11M not antillateJ,laecome sullllieiou that 
tbe Malonic iDltitutiOl1 btuI been all tbia while grcnriDg up amia' 
thela,· witb . tlIeir indQIgeBce, to _vert their liberties. He re
marked that be had oot the least anticipation of beieg called upon 
to tIddreu his feUo" citllleu; that be W8& wbollYlIDprepared, 
1UId cOIDplet~y exhausted with his journey. 
. The citizens the ... deputed, and ahe'COlWemion theo re-orga .. · 

Dized. The foHowiog relolution was then palsed·tmtmimoualy • 
. BuoltlJ, That. tbe 9oek.. written by Capt. William Morpnand 
aublillhecl by Col. David C. Miller, eDtdIeG 'Wustratio'Da of Ma-
808fT,' is a..fair aad full· exhibition of &be three first degrees ~. 
itpecalative Free Muotiry; tbat we soIemul, BOd unequivocally 
testify to the &hewe, we ~uJl, subscribe our Dames· thereto. 
Wit cenity accentiag to tile 8egreee we bave taken. 

Enlered.9pprenlicea-PlaU S.Beech, Henry Peck, David C.
lfiller. 
F~~George w. Blodgett. , 
"""'M~LeonardB.Rose, George w. aafrls,JIUDeIt 

Cochrane, Jooatbao Foster, FAlllulUi Badger, .Orumus Bowers, 
.JalJOll GMltob; J ...... s Gray, Benjamin Oooley, ElW8 Baebelder, 
A. E. mrtcMat, . John Tontliason,.SlUD1l81 D. GNu, P .. ,. 
Dewy, .l1ttam Riehmond, David Webb, Joba ..lInIuck, "_es 
Taylor, Williaftl W; Pbelps, B. Bli...· . 

Marl JII,,*,,-Solomon-Southwiok •. 
~al.lf'C1 M-.-Mile. P. Lantp80D, Duicl Beraerd. 
~of""'1W Cro.-&iebardHoU". 
~.,. 21rrt-~ Krtigba.oJ tAt CnM-AJ,..-

thoD1~ooIey',. .J.. Smida; ...... ' P. RuaII,H9iU" 
Prau;.IJerbeJi A. . , Iames..BalluI,.I. BucaIL 

The obIigatioDII ~f.' Mark ...... Put.,lI(aater; Moat ~ 
leet- .aMer; eud·. Royal, A;rcb ...... , were ..... ftMd. 
{f)eethe ebliptioaa , ..... cIepe •• collfelled ia the ~~ 

'!'he poIcioal; ...... ; antheligioua . .aure and....... , 
to .... · eblica&iorlll;. __ ..,.iltfitf.ll di8c'III.fIIi; .II" .,.1&0: 
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was resolved 'by aU the Ro,.I Arch Maaou, that·the fotegoia~ 
obligations are, according to our best recollectiOlll, aubatuaUaDy 
true:....-ancI by the convention IJnanimously,' that they are neitbtir 
leg8lJy, morally, or religiously bindiag; and that:they be pubJisbed 
to the world. • 

The oI)ligaaiOll. of the Knights oftMB.e4.CI'OIII,~. Tem
pJar, the ¥&led obliption 8Dd obliptions of the Tbricelllust.rious 
Order ofb CI'088, were tben read. . [See the obligatioDa in the< 
agrees confimed in die encunpmeat.] . 

Aner another short dilCUSBioo, the kJliPta preaeot then UDaDi.-. 
mously reeolvecJ, T_t tIte foNgoiog obliplioDe are suhstanUaUr 
eorrect-and by this convention wanimo .. ly, that. they are ntu
ther le~, morally, or religi_y bindiog; 8Dd thaUbey be pub-
lished to the world. , 

The COIlventiQll then adjouraed to Dille 0' cloek of ~ next day .. 
. . LaolCAJU) B. 1\0",. Ok"" .' 
DUll) BEDAaD, &C. 

~e~,Jr.b.20,1828, 
The cOftvention met pursuant to adjournment. . 
In the abseoce of Messrs. B.OIM! and Bemud, s.Iomon ~tJi.. 

wick, Esq. of AlbltDy, was I1DIUlimoualyebosen.chUl'ID&Q. Mry 
Richard Hom.ter was then UBaDimously appoioted secretary. 

The chairman adcbeaaed the meeting briefly, to the COllowinfo 
dect: 

Gentlemen-I have a proposition to make, whicb is demuaIed 
by. what we owe to the cba.racter of our eountry, aud the cause in 
which we are eupted. If it be true,.. baa heea stated, that: 
William Morgan was incarcerated in tbe magaaine of the fortress-
of Ni.-, it' waa a prostitution of that bulwark of.o8 freedom 
and independellCe unparalleled m. the histo.,.' of OIB" country, or 
in that of ltDy other country pret.endiJIg tit the possenion of civil 
liberty. If done, it muat have been Me by 81' thtough the tacit 
permission or direct B89DCf of the peraen or, ~~na having 
charge of that forfreas, as senauta of the people of tbeao Uaitecl 
States; aDd hence both the gotemment aadpeople owe it, to. their I 
own dignify or chuacteJ an.t the CIWH .c ciri libeIty, ~ dis
dlarge. the guilty from theil"lleniee, if tnIe;' or·to wipe off, 00. 
hm the aceuaed and themsel ... , abe foullltainy if the ..,~ be I 
false. For myseJC ( know IlOIhiQi 01 the facta; but 1 ht.ve seen 
'Ihem stated un4er 8IlDCtioll or auell· names .. eeIIlID8Il4 my ... 
eonfidence. I allude, gentlemea, to what is called the Lewi8too j 
ConveDlion; authors ef which, though greatlyabuaed, 1 believe 
'to _~ beeD Jetuated by the p~ Q{ motive!!, Iud to.~ 
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the gratitude of their .country. They have made the report 011 

testimony satisfactory to themselves; and it is now due to the. 
character of our country and its government, that tho charge bo 
investigated by those whose (if not exclusive) provjnce it was ill 
the first place. 

The cbaiJllllan then moved the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted: ., 

Ruolfled, That a committee be appointed to draft a memorial 
to Congress, ·on the subject of the prostitution of the fortress of 
Niagara to' the incarceration of William Morgan, a free citizen 
of tbe U niled States, by persons calling. themselves Free Masons. 
and without any legal authority for such a violence and coercion. 

Re,olfled', That Solomon Southwick, James Ballard, John 
Hascall, lIerbert A. Read, Anthony Cooley, W. W. Phelps, and 
Edward Badger, compose Said committee; and that tl,ley sign the 
memorial 'in behalf of this convention. On motion, 

Ruoll'ed, That a committee of fifteen be appointed to prepare 
the degrees of Free lUasonry above that of Master, for publica
tion; and Elder David Bernard, Elder John G. Stearns, Solo
mon Southwick, Rev. Reuben Sanbom, David C. Miller, John 
Hascall, H",rbert A. Read, Richard Hollister, Samuel D. Green, 
Oliver Forward, Edward Giddins, .tudge Hinman, (of Pike, AI· 
legany county,) William Perry, ~ W. W. Phelps, (of the state 
of Vermont,) compo$e the said committee.. On motion, 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to draft II. 
cireular invitation to all Free Masons who are opposed to the in
stitution of .Masonry, and to secret associations in general in the 
United States, to meet,at tbis place on the 4th of July next; that 
they prepllre an address to be delivered on the occasion; and that 
Solomon Southwick, John Hascall, John Tomlinson, Herbert A. 
Read, David C. lUiller, W. W. Phelps, and A. P. Hascall, com
pose said committee .. 

Resowed, That the editors of the fOllowing papers be, and 
they are hereby requested to publish the proceedings of tbis con
vention, to wit-Republican Advocate, Western Advertiser, Buf
falo Patriot, Jamestown Joumal, Western Star, Le Roy Gazette, 
Livingston Register, Anti-Masonic Inquirer, Seneca Farmer, 
Lake Light, Cazenovia Monitor, National Observer, Sandy Hill 
Sun, Palladium of Liberty, New Jersey. Union Telegraph, Indiana 
and Jefferson Whig, National Intelligencer, and Georgetown C0-
lumbian, and all others who are willingto give the public informa .. 
tion upon this subject. 

. S. SOlJTHWIO';, e/,.", 
.RJC:IfAID HOLLI8TER, Sec, 

M "'5, 
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• A.'NTI-JLUONIC CO'NVENTION 

OJ iii".., _ ..... -aiert/ N.Y.UWII&lAJWY".ar.eA Iil4 _71h, J828. 

AT a conTelltion or delegates from tWelve counties, at the village of Lt
~, on the ttll or Man:b, General W,LI.u.1I WoADlWoaTK, of the COIID\y of 
Li ....... waappoiated prIIIIiIhIpt"aad,Qoot. M..TT~W Baow.,~ of the 
CODy of Momoe, and the HOia. BoB&U FL&IIlUlo,or the COIIDtyot NiapIa, 
appointed secretariea. 
-The president took the chair, and the fGRowing delegatee preHented ere· 

_ntiall and teok tkeir IRtB. . 
Frtm ,. -" t/ C"GIIqIII.-Jllleph White,jun., Abper Hazeltine. 
Erie.-Thomu C. LoYe, H. RUlIen Staa, Willard Filmore, Henry E. 

Davies, Calvin Bishop, Benjamin O. Biyens, Aaron Parker. 
N"1GpI"IL-George H. BoUghton, BateaCooke, Robert FleiDing, Asher Sas-

ton, Asher F-.n. . 
0 ...... -8 .... Warner, .\InQeTpell, c.1vinP.B&Pe7. Timoth)'Fit~ 

Andrew Dibble, David C. Miller, EdlAund Bamu, Lullie&"~. Bakerl.John 
HukaU, Shubael DWlham, Daniel Woodward, Chauncey P. Smith, Martin 
C. Coe, George W. La~. MOIIeII Taggart, Harvey Putnam, James Lathrop, 
Leverett Seward, Amoa W. Moay. ' 

on-..-Ben,ialDin W. Van Dyke, C~ey BobiM9D. . 
MDltroe.-MaUhew BlOwn, jun., William GlOVes, John G. Crandall, Zol· 

l'ed Stephens, William B. BlOWn, Simeon M. Coe, ilo~eph Randal~ WdIiaat 
Garbutt, Joshua Howell, Thomaa Bingham, Milton Sheldon, Frederick Whit-
11~, J_ K. ~ Thor ... Weed. 

LIMpI ... -WdliuB Wadsworth, ADdrew Amold, Halloway Loag. Tabo» 
Ward, S. M. Smith, Levi Ssdler. 

Waynt.-llrael J. RichardlOn, Robert Luze, Henry S. Gilllert, lV"illiam P. 
RicbaidlOn, LoalDmi 'Beadle, Cbarles 8. Williams. , 

o.t.ie.--J_ WafllOn, J. Muon, EIiIbt. Peck. IIIUC l.,f.pbam, Oliver 
HeartweD, John CrandU. 

YGlu.-Alelander Parkman. 
8meca.-WiUiam Child, Aaron Davis, WDliam Thompeon, Charles Starret, 

AUyn Boardman, Elnathaa 'WiDens, Jncob B. Farr. Jolin Goltl1. 
TIIIRpkiu.-H. Jerome, Jonathan Owen. 
The object.e of the IIIIIICItiog being up\eined by T. FitcIt. Eaq., it 11'.., on 

motion of Mr. Love, of Buft"alo. reeolved, That a committee of OIae from aeh. 
county reyreaented, be appointed to ('jgest and report to the convention pro: 
per qoetltiolls for its deliberatiOll8; and the followilill ~ WIIIIII appointed 
said committee:-MMa. HMeltiae, w.., Cotke, ....... Va': Dyke, Whit
tleaey, WaId, W. P. "lioNrdIon, Heartwell, Parkman, ChiIcI, aM J~e. 

The committee appointed to report the subjects that ouaht to claim the 
c;oneideration ofthi8 convention, report: 

That it is expedient to present an adtlrea frem this coa __ to the pe0-
ple of &he stUe of New: York, ezpnMive.~YieW8or .. CCID-~.upen 
the Bubjtpct of Free M~; and that & co~ or '" be apPQill.ted to 
draft the same. 

'J'bat it is eXJled!ent that reeoiutione be' adopted bt dIia convention, ell
preesIve or their Views; and that a commiUee of five be appointed to clnt\ 
the IQte. 
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"l'batit iI expedieat to preBeDt a memorial to CongreE upon the subject qt 

the incareeration of .. citizen in a fortreu of the United States, 'praymg for 
till imlu!1'1. iDto ~ I&ID8. • 

'l'bat It 18 ezpedieet to appomt a General Central Committee. 
That it is eipedient to raise means for the publication and di_minalion 

of liIrht and trulL, relating to tile character ana principles of Free Muonry. 
That it is npedient that this eon\'enUon reeommend a State Convention 

ta be beld at a ~ble (Wl8 an~ ~ace, fo! the pUrpo80 of adopting more 
:JIIl1!l&l and eftici~ mean_ for the Ileatroction of the Ma.wc inetitution. 

The report of tbe eommittee was accepted, and tbe following gentlemen 
appointed to carry ita reeommendatioB8 into etrect:, • 

, c-.dttee to drwifIlift IIIIdnu to &lie people ~~ date.-Bates Cooke, Thur-
lew,Weed, Wlltiam Thoibpaon, Timothy Fitch, Harace Jerome. , 

To ... ft raoIuIirIJy.-.'rederick Whittleeey, George W. Lay, A. Haxeltiu, 
or. J. Richardson, Jonathan Muon. 

To draft.1MIlIIrial to tM kplature.-Thomaa C. Love, B. W. Van Dyke, 
John HaskaU, Oliver Heartwell. 

To Ihft. mtIIIOI'iet to Cmtpu •. -Jamea K,. Livingston, William Groves, 
;JolMlph White, jun., Edmund lames. 

Mr. WhiUlea8y, frem tile eommittee to draft resolutions, reported the fol
lowing, which were unanimouely adopted: 

R_'4ed, That it is a peculiar feature of our freo II1lvernment, \hat an 
_ures a1muld be open and amenable to public opinion; and that the exis
\enee of any IIOCiety in this COQn~ry, whose objects, -priAcip1es, and measures, 
are -secret and co1lCOaled, is not mftely useless but hostile to the spirit of our 
free inetitutions. 

Resolwd, That the bare existence of secret societiee in these United States, 
jultjty fears.. jealousies, lllid auspicions as to their objects, in the bn'.asts of 
tho uniniaateil, w'bich have It tondenc)' to disuact society and BOW ill will allll 
dissentions in community. 

'R_eel, That tho disclosures which have lit'tm made of the prineiple.an<1 
obtiptiou of speculative Free MaIIOnry, ptoV, it to be an institution of dan. 
lJ8lOus tendt'!llcy-lisble to be IIIed by thC ambitious and de~igning as an en· 
gine for' exalting unworthy men, and efleeting improper mea8u~p1aeing 

, the citizen in • aitDlltioll in which his duty to his ClIIIIltry must in man)' in
IItaDoeB conftict with his obligations to ilie fratemity-and weakening the 
anelions of morality &lid religion by tile multiplication of P!Ofane oaths, and 
'.n irreverent 'fiunilfarity with ,religi_ fol'llls Pd sacred things. 

1tuoIwd, 'l1Iat we diseover in the ceremo_ and obligatiQns of the bjpn 
degrees of Masonry, principlee'which\delliged France iJi blood, and wruch 
,tend directly to the subvemon of all religil)n .. d ~vernment. 

RuIIIleel, That the obliption in one of the degri!ea of Free Masonry to 
''Jlftlteol a brother, 'rigbt or wrong,' and. to ~rve bi8 secret inviolate; even 
1n cases of murder and treason, hu a tendency to unnerve the arm of jus

"tice, and to afford' protection tQ the Vicious and profligate from the pumsh
'lIIent doe to tbeir crimes. 

Butl • ..r, Thatthe tendency of eneh ebliptieDl is to weaken the sanction 
or virtue; in the mind~ of the ree!Pie~ta, by mUing bad men bold and un

'Wushia, to, traIIt the hlstory'of their enmea.to the e .... of a brother, and thull 
-'lIIa~inp: them familiar with iniquity, to the destruction .of all correct moral 
,rinciples. ' 

'JtiMiIINd,' That 'We view· the -impioue -penoaification of the Doity., and the 
'breverent introductiOD of the name of our bl8llllOd ·Saviour" and the Holy 
,TFlllity, in Masonic meetinpand ceremenies,·witb mingled pain and abh!,,," 
'l'II'nC8; and that we rell8J:d the '!'lhall~w:ed substituti()n o~ the Protte orll __ 
.~ Free MlIII8nry lOr tn4'i Christian.religlOQ, as frausJIt With IIWI'O anger to 
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Uaet'ellee of 88Cietyaml the trat" of revelation, tbaA opeD Deism or avowed 
ia6delit,. . • .' 

RuolWtl, That the outrages uJ.lOn the liberty of one eimen. and 11pOII the 
liberty and life of another, committed IIy Masou Ut theee western cowdies, 
affOrd horrible proof of the sanguillllry nature of Masonic· oaths. 

RuolMi, That tbe wide spread conspiracy of numerous Muons to plot 
theBe ou~their attempts to stifle invealigation after they had been 
rommittecl--and to IICfeen tbe actual o&nderll from tbe jusliee doe their 
,·rim_1IicieotIy idtontitiea the inRitation with tbeae enolmitie!l, aad jqs-
tiIiea 01 ill. holding it ud ita supporterll responsible for the. same. 
~c4, Tbat an institution whose ritea are impious-whoee obliptions 

ani blasphemollll-and if obse"ed in the spirit of their horrid iDlJlOlt, inuat 
u~y lead to perim'Y and murder-a.n iDlfia.tioll in one instance at 
leat .wiled with the bfood of 0118 ofits members, bYIl crime which baa in an 
lUJequivocal manner received the sanction of the order, is unworthy to eIiat 
in a frea government; and that we pledge ourae1~ to ea.clr other and to the 
world, that we will use all lawful and cons!-itutioDBl means to banish ontin:ly 
from our country that bloody Ielic of barbariam. • 

Ruoltle4, That thoile Masons who have disclosed the horrid obligations 
'Which bind the fraternity together, dele"e the wannest gratitude of ,their 
lellow citizens; and that we will do eYery tbing in our power to sustain them 
1!J8inet tboAe persecutions which tbe nature of those obligatiuns and the viD
dictiYe character of tbe institution taacb' us to fear will be their lot. 

ReHllled, That this convention areaaw.'ied, from the evideooe addueed 
1tefore them, of the IIIbltantial trutbs of the Masonic obligations recently pub
Jilbed-and that the same be published to the world in connection willi the 
~ngs of this convention. , 

Rmleed, That we regard the ~lic pre.us tbe sentinel of fl'flllllom. anI 
IC&IInot but lament its eIltire lubJqgation througbeut the Union to tbe COD-
trol of Frea Masonry.. . • . 

RuGltled, That we earnetltly l8Commend to the citizens of the several COUll· 
'ties of this state to procure the establilhmept of Crea ~ whose editors 
-will fearleuly vindicate the rights' of ill ai_ns. and leWlt of the Jantl •. 

Rue/filii, Thata state Convenlion, to be composed of deleptea'Crom the 
several counties oC the state of .New York, equAl to doubI.etihe number of 
their representaUv81 in the A_mbly, be called to meet at the village of 
Utiea, on the fourth day of August nut, to take meuuree tOr the d8lltrllctioa 
of the Masonic institution; for IlUlltaining tlae uberty of the preae, and aatteJt,. 
inlf the supremacy of the laws; fllr protecting the rights and privilllJfll8 oC tile 
-eitizeDB spinst the vindictive pel'!leClltiuns offteD)bers of the Masomc society! 
and to take into conaideration such other buai_ u the said 1lODl'entioa 
shall deem expedieBt in furtberance of such objecta-:-and that it be and is 
hereby recommended 1.0 the dift'eren& oounties in this state to send ,till .... 
to theaame. 

Reaoleed, That. General Central Committee, consisting of five ~era
Mrs, be lIJ!IIOinted by this convention; and that it be and is hereby reoom
. mended to the dift'erentcoullties to liP point C~teea 0' ~enee-. 
·and report their-names to the General Central Committee at Rl¥lheeter. 

Ruoltle4, That the several toWD8 in tbe county: dlat have not aIre.od, dooe 
Y!O, be req1l81ted to appoint town eolDlDitteell of Correapondeaee, ~d fo~-
'W&l'd their ~ea to the Central Corresponding Committee. . 

Reaoleed, That it b~ and is hereby recommended to the 1IIMmIl eountiea'
J:aise fu~. fOl'defraYIDg the ex~9i publishing the ~gs or. dIis 
~nventiOn, and such other puiilic!atiolUl .. the General Central (:~ 
:Jnay think prpper te lDJke; and to dt!&a~ the. expellse. heretofore illClmflll 
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~. the diJferent commit*ees in theinvesti~onof the late outrages; and that 
sUch funds be traJismitted to the Genera[ Central Committee. ' 

RaoIIltd,. That the proceedings of this convention be signed by the chair. 
man and seeretaries-and that five thousand copies be published m a pamph
let fonn for distribution, under the direction of the General Central Com-
mittee. . 

Reaoltltd, That SAMI1EL WORKI\, HARVEY ELY, FREDERICK F. BACKUS, FaED· 
IIRlCit WBITTLRSIlY, and THURL~ WEED, of the village of Rochester, be ap
pointed a General Central COinllllttee of Correspondence and Publication. 

Mr. Davies, from the commrttee to whom was referred the subject of tbo 
cllatges made by Masons against the Morgan committee, made the following 
report, which WIIS read and adopted unanimously: 

Whereas reports of the most malignant and scandalous nature have been 
circulated by the Masonic f~temity, in relation to the members of thc save
ral com:mittee~ com';Oonly denominate~ the ~ewiston ~ommittee, charging 
them WIth havlllg mlsreprcsented fact. 10 theIr POSSCSSlOn, and with having 
from sinister views createa an unjust excitement: 

And whereas this convention have bad adduced to them the most satilifac
tory and conclusive evidence that- the !\8id committee have fairly and impar
tially CoDllucted aU their inquiries-therefo~e, 

Resolved, That the said Lewiston Committee are entitled to the thanks of 
this convention for their patriotic and praiseworthy exertions in exposing to 
the world the extonsive Masonio conspiracy formed in this country, which 
seemed to threaten tbe civil liberty of tlus nation; and that they merit, and 
we trust will receive,. the countenance .and gratitude of every well wisher to 
the perpetuity of our free institutions. , 

ResdIl,d, 'l'hat all the newspapers in the Union friendly to tbe causa of ai·. 
villiberty, be requested to publish these proceedings.- . 

Mr. Love, from the committee to draft a memorial to tko legielature on 
tlte subject of unlawful oaths, mode areport, wbichwasread and adopted ily 
the convention. 

Mr. Livingston\f'rom·tbecommitteeappointed to dmft a memorial to Con-
gress, reported the same, which was read and adopted. . 

Bate's Cooke Esq., from the cemmittee J!.ppoint-ed for that purpose, report
ed an addres~ the peop\eof the state, which was read and adopted. 

~-
ADDRESS 

TO mE PEElPLE OF mE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

Fe1.J.ow citizsn.-The· iltstitation of speculative Free Masonry 
has eXisted in these U. States, ever since the formation of our go
vernment. _ Assuming to be the patron of science, the protector of' 
morality, and ~e handmaid ofreligioD, it. has be8Jlsuifered to exist 
without question or suspiciqn. Its votaries have ever been enthu
siastic and extravagant in praise of its character, principles, anel 
tendency. It is, in their QWD language, a system Dot only beau
tiful, but t.(itline-whose principles are the purest morality; ~e 
objects are -to inculcate universal benevolence and good will 
among the brethren; and whose operatjpns have been an extended 
system of h~ and healing charity" ( It is ealculated, tbey say, 

1\1. . 
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to eu1ighten the ignorant-~ reform the ,bad-to protect the 
weak-eud to relieve the necessitous; We have seen m8Dy good 
mea, venerable sages, worthy patriots,aod pioul'diYiDeB, belcmg. 
ing to this institution; and have suft"ered ourselves to be luDed 
iDto security by the impression that such men could not lend their 
countenance to an association wboae principles were dangerous 
to society, goYel'llment, or religion. Their principles have thus 
been taken upon trust, and the institution has been suffered to 
exist in a community prone to suspect that where aU is not open 
all is not bonest. It is, per~, a singular fact, that in 'a free 
government like GUrll, a ,~vemment of opinion, operating upon 
a people jealous of their rights and peculiarly suspicious and 
jealous of any secret influence, and of any thing that could bear 
the semblanceofan insiduous encroachment upon their liberties,
such an institution I'hould have been permitted to grow and in • 
. crease in strength, without subjecting itself to those investiga
tions which the nature and spirit ,of our government are so well 
calculated to encourage. Other I6Cret aoeieties ,bave, after a 
brief existence, been frowned'into oblivion, as dangerous to !' 
free ,overnment. It is owing, doubtless, to the circumstances 
above set forth, and to the fact that many whom we esteem as 
our fathers, brothers, and connexions, are members of this insti
tution, that speculative Free Masonry has not shared the fate or 
other secret societies. 80m" w~ight too may be attached to ~e 
fact that most men of influence' aod political emmence-those 
who are wont to take the lead in aftiUra that concern the' govern
ment-have themselves been high offteials in the in¢tution, and 
of course interested in its support,. But whatever the cause may 
have been, it is certain that Free Jrluonry has been sutrered to 
exist and to extend itself in this free government, and that without 
question or inquiry. Addressing itself to the cupidity, the am
bition, the vanity, or the curiosity of individu.als, it has gone 00 

increasing like the fame of the c.1assic poet, until it bas become 
wide spread in ita influence, extended 'in its operations; and in its 
multiplied mystic ramifications, it has become interwoven willi 
the very frame and fabric of society, and secretly connected ~th 
all our institutions. A cool observer cannot 'bilt look back with 
astonishment and see hOw secretly a,nd co"ertly, and at the same 
time how rapidly, it has 8~ itself through this Union-how 
speciously it bas insinuated and cOQllecteci itself with almost 
every mterast, either of a priYate or public nature. In the foUJloo 
dation of every public building we have beheld tbe:interference 
of these mys~c artis&nsWith, their'symbolic iDBigoa; in every 
PQblic proceSSIon we have seen their flaunting 'baDners, theu 
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muslin robes, and mimic crowns. In the executive of the state 
we have beheld a man holding the highest office in the order bound 
to bis brethren by secret ties, of whose nature, strength, and char
acter, we knew noilling. We have seen our legislature controlled 
by majorities bound to the fraternity by the same ties. 1'be 
ermine of justice we have seen worn by men whose brows were 
decorated with the gilded mitre of the order in their midnight and 
secret meetings~ We have seen others of this mystic tie em
panneled as jurors to hold the balance 'of justice between a 
brother and a stranger to the order, and that brother capable of 
communicating with such, his judges, by Ii. mystic and symbolic 
language unintelligible to his adversary. We cannot now but 
be astonished that so much should have passed, and that no dan
ger should have been apprehended. Perhaps it may have occa
sion/llly o~urred to some minds more than ordinarily watchful, 
that some designing men may have made use of the order as a 
ladder to their ambition; that more than an ordinary share of 
offi<;ial patronage was distributed amo~g the· brethren; tbat the 

. even balance of justice may, in some instances, have been made 
to inclino its scale in favor of a brother;. that her descending 
sword may have been averted from the head ofa guilty member 
by the broad shield of the order. But these suspicions, if any 
such have been entertamed, were partial, and the institution bas 
felt· itself so strong, that it has been supposed that it might safely 
set at defiance every effort to pull it down. 

The year 1826, however, introduced a new era in the history 
of Masonll and of our country. }'rpm that year to the present 
.time, enough has transpired to show in a broad and fearful light 
the danger of secret ins~tutions. That citizen who will close 
his eyes to this light, is criminally negligent to his own rights 
and the safety of this gove~Dlilent. The order bas been bold 
enough to assume to itself powers which belong only to the go
vemment of the land; and in ,the exercise of these assumed 
powers has violated' tbe liberty of one citizen and taken the life 
of another, for an aneged breach of obligations which our laws 
do not recognise. 
. In September, 1826, Capt. William Morgan, a citizen of this 

state, was seized under feigned process of the law, in the day 
time, in the village of Batavia, and forc~bly carried to Canandai-
3W' in another county. Capt. Morpn was engaged in the pub
lication of a book whicl1purported to .reveal the secrets of' Free 
Masonry. This c~templated pub~tioD excited the alarm of 
the fraternity, ~ DIlmbel'8 of ita mem~ were heard to say !-hat 
it should be- suppressed at all events. It 18 known that meetiJlll'" 
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of delegates from the different lodges in the western eounties 
were held to devIse menns for most effectually preventing .the 
public~tiou.. It .is know.n that t~e matter was a su~ject of anx
ious diSCUSSIon lD many and dIstant lodges. It IS kr,own that 
the zealous members of the fraternity were. angry, excited, and 
alarmed, and occasionally individuals threw out dark and des
perate threats. It is known t~at aD incendiary attempi was made 
to fire the office of Col. Miller, the publisher of the book. That 
this attempt was plotted hy Masons, and attempted to be carried 
into execution by Maaons. The gang who seized Morgan at 
Batavia were Masons. They took him to Canandaigua; after 
a mock trial he was discharged, but was immediately arrested 
and committed to prison on a stale or fictitious ~emand. The 
next night. in the absence of the jailer, he was' released from 
prison by the pretended friendship of a false and hollow hearted 
brother Mason. Upon leaving the prison door he was again 
seized in the streets of Canandaigua, and notwithstanding his 
cries of murder, he was thrust with ruffian violence into a·car
riage preparp,d for that purpose. At Batavia he had been tom 
from his home-from bis amiable wife and infant children •. At 
Canandaigua he had been falsety bl(guiled from the safe custody 
of the law, and was forcibly carried, by relays of horses, through 
a thickly populated conn try, in the space of little more than 
twenty-four hours, to the distance of one hundred aDd fifteen 
miles, a'nd secured as a prisoner in the magazQle of Fort Niagara. 
This outrage necessarily required DlIIlIy agents-alld to tho 
shame of our country enough Masons were found, and of these, 
too, many who were bound by their official oaths to protect the 
liberty of the citizen and prevent the violation of the laws-who 
readily le~t their personal assistance, and the aid of their carriages 
and horses, in the transportation of this hapless man to the place 
ofllis confinement and subsequent death. 

This was not their onlyouttage. About the same time CoL Da
vid C. Miller was also seized in Batavia, under like color of legal 
process, and taken to Le Roy. He was also seized by Masol'ls, 
and accompanied to Le Roy by a, ferocious band of Masons 
armed with clubs. He was discharged from the process under 
which he was arrested, and wil:b lawless violence they attempted 
to seize him again; but to the' praise of the' eitizeas of Le Roy, 
and to some who were members of the Masonicfratemity, too, 
be it spoken, .he ~ rescued,'and suKered to.re"U$E.n~" ria. 
The avowed iatention of Col. Miller's seizure' W'as t' - . ;him 
'where Morgan W8S-rand where that was may'b&~ '7!~ 
from the impious declaratiou of one of the oonlipi!1itoIlf'reines 
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. Gaa.son, fqr several years a member of our legislature: that 'he 
. ~ put ~Mrll h.e 1DOuld 8tay put until God 8h.otAlti. eaU for him.' 

These acts of outrage and violeDce at length became the ~ub
jed of . inquiry. and excited the hODest indption of a cpmmu
nity always alive to the rights of the citizen anel the violation of 
.the laws •. COlJlJllittees of investigation were appoioted in the dif
ferent counti~ which were the scenes of this violence, with in
struetions to do every thing in their power to feqet Qut tbis crime 
and trace it to the perpetrators. It was, however, perpetrate41 
.under the cover of 80 much secrecy, that it wa!J long before even 
the ,course which had beeD taken W\th Morgan could be traced. 
.Certainly the committees did not commence their investig~oDS 
under the impres!lions that they should fiDd the fraternity impli
cated in the tr&nsaetioD.. They were slow to believe, as the pul¥ic 
have generally and vQl'y properly been slow to believe, that .. ~ 
ciety which embraces among its members 80 manT worthy and 
pious men, could have ever connived at 80 foul a crime. It was 
.considered as a blot upon the ~lltcheon of .Masoory; and Ma
SODS were publicly called upon to assist in the inv~!'tigatio~ of 
this transaction, for the hOllor of the order, and to wipe out the 
stain. The com~tte6l!l soon discovered, with no little surprise, 
that they could expect DO assistance from members. of the frater. 
nity. On the contrary, every obstacle and impe4iment was tbr,?WD 
in. the way. They found. the fraternity in a hostile atti(ude. 
They found that they. were made the objects of ridicule, threats 
and detraction-that their motives were impugned, and their <;ha
racters vilified. thfeat, disgrace, and ruin, were confidently 'pre
dicted to them; and certainly no means were spared to give t. 
these predictions the ~haracter of prophecy. These acts of. vio
lence were made It jest of -the excited feeling of the public was 
I'idiculed-their honest indignation was defied. The courts have 
been appealed to for justice; but in very few instances hasjus
tice been visited UpOIl the heads of the offenders. The ~I asonic 
oath was soon found to. be a shackle upon the officers and minis
ters of the law-the lips of witllesdes were sealed by a my~terious 
and invisible in8.aence, or opened only in.the utterance of false
hoods. Jurors were influenced in their verdictli by ~ obligation 
more powerful than their Qaths a,s jurors. 1\Iany of the chief of
fenders fted the country; and the crime yet remains in a great 
measure WlpwUshed, and the .. riolated laws unavenged. . When it 
was found that the laws were top weak to vindicate their offended 
PlBojesty, the committees appealed to the legislature o~ thi~ state 
to institute an inquiry into these out~ Here, too, It ~ 
found that the obligations .h bound members to the frate .... ?, 

!bI2 . 
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were lItrODpr.tbaD their ~ to 8UppGl't the eODStitolioa and the 
Ia .......... Iae too tDer wore ba8lecJ and left to aeelt sueb ~ 
dreas as a few I88D coaId obtain against the UBitedinftuence, 
weehh, ... the detenDiDed ... penevering hostility of a pGWer-
fed eemlJiDllIioa. " , 

When it came to be ascertaiaecI'that great numbers of &he fia
temity bIuI been &on, eagapI in devising meaDS Cor 'suppressing 
Morpe'tt book-wheo it became bon tbat the subject was a 
....... at m.cuuion ill maay tIihat sad distant 1odgee-wben 
it was also Ir.Don that-many individuala, all members of the fra
teraily, _ lIOIIle .... ia civil office, were imPlicated as &eCOID
~ ia the actual outrages-when the eOUl'l'le purmed by mem
Lei'll of the fiaeemity geneial1y, in relatiOD to the iavestigatioo, was 
mukecl-aB cool thiuking people began to look fiuiber for the ori.
P of the criMe, and feli fully justified in identifying ilia M&SOIIie 
IalItitutiOll with theee outrages, and holdiugthat responaible for it 

The matter bepa to assume a De. complexion: tile dangers 
ot eeeret soeieties hepa to ftash acft)88 the minds of the reflect
m,: here "as 'a bloody CfJxt whieh aftOrded ~'for fearftd 
COIDIDeDL The convietion became general that the safety of go
venuaent and religion, the rights of the citiZen, and the impartial 
administration of justire, required that this institution llhould be 
haoiehed fiom oor soil. The tieedom and boldness with which 
the principles and tendency of the Masoaic institution began now 
to be discussed, encouraged many honest and censcientious mem
bers of the maternity who bad ~rore been'shaekled by fear, 
to renounce their connmOD with the society, and to discloee the 
_ture of these secret obligatio .. whicb bound them together. 
Taking upon themselves thoee horrid obligations u they do, ig
JIOraDt of their natare and imperi, there rests no obligation upon 
tJ)em, either legal, moral, or honorable, to cODsider them of Dy 
'binding foree. On ~ cOntrary, the duty which they owe to s0-

ciety and their country, as citizens-the duty whiclnlley owe to 
God and his chureh-loudly caD upon them to divulge the princi
ples of an institution S? hostile to ~ov~ment lind re1igi~n. T~ 
Cilus of Diell are entatled to the g'ratitude of ,the public f01' their 
diSclosures, and have deserved and should receive the CeUllteDllDC& 
and support of every patriotic eitizen, to sustain diem asainst 
every attempt to injure them, or defame· their characters. These 
obligations 'bave been published to the world, antlfiallislied farther 
6IId weighty evidence of the d-.rs of the Muoaio institution: 
with·'!he substantial truth of tbese ohIiptiona-tod. that they are 
..-. 88 are actually ~en, We ave every reason tG- be satisfied; 
.:j: en~es us III tbe pltdge wtdell we have Iil1JtuaUy @iven 
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to each other and, to the world-that we will use our best endea
von to baoiah tbis relie of barbarism &om our land. It is upon 
the subject of ,the daugers of the Masonic institution, fellow citi. 
zeD&, that we desire to addrellS you; BDd we are auious that you 
sllould give the subject that consideration which its importance 
demands. This is not, an ordinary topic. It is not a question 
whether this or that 1IiBn shaU be president or govemor-it is not 
a 'qUt!stion whether this or that line or measures shall be pursued 
-but it is a question of imme&llUl'8bly p!l.ter importance-e 
question whether the rights of the citizen shall be held ucred
whether the laws'shall be impaltiaUy adutiDiatered-whether re1i-
gion shall be duly reverenced." , 

It may be' safely said that secret societies, in their beat shape, . 
are useless in a free goverameat; calcuIUed to euite jealoWlies 
ad suspicions in the, breuta of the unirdtiated, wbich may lay 
the fOlUldation or diueatiOU8 .. ill wiD. If their objects are 
hOneat and praiseworthy, there is De aeed of aecrecy: ~ 
needs no cloak, tmd deeda of charity eeek' not the eover of dadi
DeI8. Secrecy and concealment ever aft'onl ~ of luapiciOD. 
If, however, Masonry is only what it has ever bean profel8ed to 
bet. perhaps it might be _Iy left to the amUliemenC of fuD gre". 
children; perllaps they might ,be aafeJy left to the eDjoymeut of their 
mock dignities-their muslin robes-their ~asteboard ClOWDfJ-and 
tIleir gilded mitres. ' But when the ob!iptioDB which biDd theIIl '10 
.",Ie for a Iwpt#ur ,before., other fJWlOflOJ ~ qulijie.l_'
to always support bis,'1IIilitary JfIIM ad politic'" preJ~ in op
porition '10 anolher-to aid and aseiat a'brother in dd6culty, so mr 
as to extricate from the lHUDe, 'wtAw he be rigAt or fIlt"OIlg'-to 
keep his secrets in aD cases inviolably, 'tmwder _ trefJBOft nof 
~d./ and thele under no leas penalties than a torturing and 
ignomitiious death-then it becomes a question of serious import, 
whether such an institution can be tolerated in our free govern
ment. By the force of these obligations a member can claim the 
vote of a brother for any elective office, in derogation of that 
equality guaranteed to us by our constitution; and the brethren 
thus elected, gradually obtaining the control of the executi~e, le· 
gislative, and judicial departments of the govemment, can and 
must dispen,se their patronage, in strict conSonance with the obli
gations of this mysterious fraternal tie: so that soon tlte govern
ment, in aD its branches, must be controDed by the membel'll of 
the order. What guarantee is there for the impartial ~isc~e 
of official duties, when the ofliceris shadded'by suc~ ob~tio~1 
What, hold have we upon the conscience, the iDt~l~ or Justic:e 
of such a manl Is it his oath to support the COIJ8ii&uUOD af &bil! 
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state and the United States? Is it his oath to faithfully diScharge 
the duties of the office which he fills? He bas taken a previous 
oath of more horrid import, and of paramount obligation, to whleh 
aU other oaths, all other ties, all other duties, must yield. He is 
not a free man. He stands shackled and bound' by invisible and 
lDysterious.l!hains. He cannot do his duty to his country if he 
would-he has a duty to perfonn to tile fraternity, under the sever
eet penalties of Masonic vengeance. What· gtJanUltee have we 
for the impartial administratitln of justicel A felon communi
cates the mystic sign to a brother on the grand inquest-the ju
ror's oath to screen no man from fear, favor, or affection, must 
yield to the obligation to extricate a brother, 'tDhethe'l' Iu be right 
0'1' tD'I'Ong.' If he esc8.pes not here, there is the same facility of 
communication with the juroys who are to try him-and strange 
would it be if some of the brethren who have' fOund means to io,. 
!linuate themselves into every station, should· not be found upon 
the panel-and in a panel where one stout and persevering nega
tive prevents his conviotion-or the judge who tries him.may re
ceive the 'gl'f!oM hailing 8ign,' and the purity of the ermine.may 
be sullied by the contamination of Masonic iniquity. If all this 
is not sufficient, the mystic signal may avail widt the executive, 
and the avenging sword of tbe law may be·turned aside from the 
execution of justice. Where is the security for jUtltice between 

. man and manl (Jan a Masonic judge or Masonic jurors bol~ the 
scales even between adverse parties, when one can appeal for_as
sistance through the medium of mysterious signals? '1 his is not 
all. Witnesses who solemnly appeal to God to tell the tft,th, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, in what tht y.sbalI be calkd 
upon to relate, may be bound under obligatiuns Qlore awful, and un
der penalties more severe, n('t to disclose the secrets of a brother. 
No! though it extend to the murder of a fellow being, or to t1"elUOII 

to the state. Is there then, feHow citizens, any safety intrusting 
those persons who have taken such obligations and believe in their 
binding sanction, with any office in our 10vemment1 Is there any 
.safety in committing our lives, our liberty, our property, or our re
putation to them, as judges or jurors1 Is any confidence to be 
placed in witnesses who have bound themselves undersuch.wful 
obligations to keep the secrets of a brotlter1 These obligations 
strike at the very existence of our government-at the very foun
dation of our rights-and at the impartial administration of our 
laws. 

This iDstit~tiO';l threatens not only danger'to government and 
. the cause of Justic~, but strikes at the basis of all morality and 
religion. The obligation not to disclose the secrets of a brotlaer. 
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eYOD in cases of murder and treason, has a tendency to invite 
the confidence of a brother Mason, Under the sanction of this 
oath, a bold bad man will not·fear to disclose the history of his 
crimes to tbe ears of tlie virtuous, to the ears of even a minister 
of the holy gospel, and, secure against detection, malte an im
pudent boast of his iniquities. This will make virtuous meli fami
liar with the detail of crimes, and confidants in crilllinal secret~ 
and vice is· of. a character so coptagious, that one cannot even 
listen to its history. or be familiar with its secrets, without some 
danger of contamination-and that nice, delicate, moral sense, 
whieh characterizes a virtuous man, must be gradually effaced, and 
his principles of virtue must be in a great measllre rendered unset
tled.· Is Free MalSonry the handmaid ofreligion1 That institution 
in whose writes and ceremonies tho most touching portions of that 
Holy Book,· which holds out to us ,the promise of eternallile, arc 
introduced in 80lemn mockery, and represented in the shape of 
a miserable theatrical farcel-where a weak sinful mortal under
takes to pers~nify the Almighty God!-where the name of our 
blessed Saviour and the Holy Trinity:ue introduced ill a vain and 

. irreverent mannerl-where the' belief 'of the immortality of tho 
soul is pledg~d in a libation from the skull of a Masonic traitor! 
-where the life eternal in the heavens is represpnted only 8S ono 
great lodge, and the.Almighty is blasphemously typified as Grand 
Master thereof! !s su('h an institution the handmaid of religi()n1 

. We think we are safe in saying that the frequent use of profano 
oaths, the irreverent familiarity with religious furms and sacred 
things, the blasphemous mockery of the name of the Triune God, 
in the recesses of the lodge room, are more dangerous to· the 
cause of the benign religion of Jesus than oPfln and avowed in
fidelity. It is to be feared that many substitute and rely on the 
religion of Masonry instead of tbe religion of Him who died to 
atone for our sins; or if not, they come to !pe belief that all reli
gion is only the farce which their impious ceremonies represent 
it t.o .be. It is time these delusions were dispelled. Masonry 
now stands before us· in its naked deformity, stripped of its tinsel 
oroaments and solemn mummery. It beboves us to take warn. 
ing from 'the past, and receive instruction from the school of ex
perience. We see in these disclosures the same principles which 
deluged France in blood, and were the.cause of the dark crimes 
which stained that distracted' country during the period of her 
sanguinary revolution. We see jhe same principles wbi,:h go
verned Illuminism in the last century and lighted her path ID that 
foul plot which would have substituted anarchy for governme~t 
and civil rule, and Athcism for the religion of the Cross. It l~' 
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from the bosom of Free Masonry that this dark conspiracy ori· 
gin_ted. To the bosOlD of Free Masonry, every revoluti9l1 and 
conspiracy which has agitated Europe for the l8flt fifty years, 
may be distinctJy traced, and the secret workings of this aU per
MOl order can be clearly seen. The governmems of the 
world are beginning to be awake to the danger. Ruasia has 
IUPpreeped the ~rder in ber own dominions: Spain has supprested 
it; and our sister republic of Mexico is exerting herself to trush 
one of ita hydra heads. Shall we alone look tamely qn and use 
no endeavors ,to check the spread of its contaminating principles\ 
You ask how it is to be suppressed in this free govemmeaL 
They confidently boast that it ii not in the power of man to sup
press it-that even this gOtlemmeni -if, with all ~ts power, can
not do iL This may be true. But there is a power in this free 
land, superior even to our goveJ1lQlent, and whicb guides, con
trols, and directs it; and that power is public opinion. The Jaws 
we hue found too weak. Goveroment may be too weak; bot 
there is. moral force in public opiaior& which must in this free 
country crush every thing, however powerful, which ie arrayed. 

, agaiDlt it. TbiIJ opinion speaks in our public meetings-it 
speaks from the sacred deak-it speaks through the organ of the 
press-it lpeaks throqll the ballot boxes, when Masons appeal 
to you in dais manner for support and countenance. This power, 
fellow citizens, yo~ have uader your control. It is the only le
gitimate and proper force tbat can be put. in operation in this 
emergency and m this countrY. This is a powsr for you to 
wield-and in its exercise remember the warning voice of the 
father of his country: to 'beware oj alllHcrd I/OcUtie8.' 

As the convention was about to adjoum, Mr. Tbo~pson of
Cered the following resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 

BuDhed, That the ,banks of tbis convention be presented to 
our highly reapected fellow citizen, Gen. William W wworth, 
the president of this convention, fer his pt.triotic' and able dis
charge of the duties of the chair; and allo tG Doet. Brown and 
Col. Fleming, as secretaries on tb.! ilitere~nc occasion. 

WILLU .• WADSWORTH, PruiM1It. 
MATTHBW BROWN, } SeC'l'etMie8. 
RoBERT FLBlIIlNG, 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OJ the LegWuture of fila St.te·of Ne1tI York, .ilflll'ch 19,1828 • 

. IN SENAT~.-A messag~ from his honor the Lieutenant Go
vernor was received and read, as follows: 

To the SeRate. • , 

Gentlemen-Among the duties devolved by the constitution 
upon the. perSon administering the government, that of 'taking 
care that the laws are faithfully executed,' is, perhaps, the most 
itnportant. A "large portioa of the inhabitants of the !!tate has 
been for more than a year highly excited by the alleged forcible 
and clandestine removal of a citizen, and by the uncertainty of 
bis fate. It is believed by many that he has been murd~red, and 
it is certain that if alive, he is held in captivity. The outrage 
upon our laws has justly alarmed our fellow citizens in that partfoo 
of the state, and has produced exertions such as might have been 
expected from freemen conscious of their rights and 4,etermined 
to maintain them, to develope the mysterious transaction,. and to 
bring the offenders to justice. As yet their efforts have failed. 
The rewards and inducements heretofore proffered for a discovery 
have been unavailing. The trials and convictions that have ta
ken place, have rather increased the mystery of the transaction. 
The efforts of individual citizens, stimulated by a patriotic zeal, 
have not always been guided by discretion; and there is reason 
to fear that they have sometimes tended rather to prevent than to 
promote a judicial developement of the truth. It is publicly sta
ted that a witness, while on bis way to attend the trial of some of 
the persons charged with tl. partici'pation in the origibal outrage, 
bas suddenly and unaeeountably disappeared, and advertisements 
offering rewards for his discowry have been extensively circula
ted. If there be any foundation for this suggestion, it affords a 
strong reason for the adoption of proper measures to quiet the 
alarms of our fellow citizens. Under these ciroumstances, it has 
appeared to me important that such constitutional measures as 
may be within the poWer of the legislature, shoold be adopted, in 
order to facilitate the discovery and punishment of the oW enders. 
It is equally due to the violated majesty of the laws, to the appre
bension of our feBow citizens, which never can or ought to be 
satisfied UDtil justice is' obtained, and to those who have been f1D 
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may be included in the general ~d vague. suspi~ions w~ieh are 
always produced by such transacbOns. It IS arI Imperative duty 
to the innoCent, that those really guilty should be detected and 
punished. . 

Without intending to encroach upon the particular duties of the 
legislature, I respectfully recommend, in accord~ce with these 
views, that a law be passed authorizing the appointment of & 

competent person for the special purpose of investigating the ale 
leged criminal transactions in relation to the removal of William 
Morgan, and all the incidents connected therewith; that the pow. 
ers of district attomit's be -also vested in him; that it he made his 
JUly to repair' to the places wbere the offenceS were committed; 
t'l examine witnesses; to enter complaints; to cause witnesses 
and parties implicated to be bound over to appear; to conduct all 
criminal prosecutions whicb may be instituted; arl4 to perform all 
other -acts arid duties which shall be neceSsary toa full arid fair 
judicial investigation arid determination of the alleged offences. 

That our government is adequate to the punishment of crimes 
and the protection of innocence, is the belief of all who are best 
acquainted with its priooiples. Hitherto, justice bas been admin
istered without any arbitrary stretch of power, or arly violation of 
constitutional principles by the constitutional authorities, .and 
without the interference of any private citizens not clothed with 
public authority. By exerting the power of tlle g~verDJnent in a 
constitutional mariner, we Carl show that the present iostaace need 
not form arI exception to the geI'leral Course of justice.. AU ex
perience teaches us, that designing men will be found ready al
ways to avail themselves of a strong and honest public feeling to 
pervert it to their own selfish purposes. Any such attempts will 
be most effectually prevented by the interposition of the govern
ment; because it will then be perceived that all individual inter
ference will be unnecessary-then the public mind Will be pre~ 
served from unnecessary agitation arld.prejudice; fair and impar
tial trials will be secured to those who may he accused; and the 
course of justice will be uniform, steady, and effectual. Calm 
inquiry will succeed feverish CQnjeeture; deliberate decision will 
take the place of impatient prejudice; arid the impartiAI, unbiassed 
judgment of independent juries will vindicate the law arid estab-
lish the vigor and efficacy of our institutions. ' 

AiDanY, March 18, 1828. NATBANIBL PITCHER • 

.Marc4 21.-Mr. Spencer, from the committee on the judi
eiary to whom wasre.ferred 'the m8flSll(J8 fJ"OQl the Lieutenant 
Governor recommending the adopUoa of legislative Qae~ures t8 
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'ensure the detection and punishment of persons conccrned in the 
forcible removal of William Morgan, reported: 

That from the facts and circumstances stated in the message 
referred to the committee, and from general information, it ap
peal'S that the transactions connected with the abduction. of Wil
liam Morgan, took place in the several different counties. The 
testimony in relation to it must therefore necessarily be scattcred 
over those different counties, and over an extensive region of 
country. Under such cirCumstances it is obvious tliat the Dis
trict Attorney of anyone county; from the limited scope of hiS 
authority, would be incapable of connecting the various ramifica
tions of the offence, and of collecting the scattered and disjointed 
testimony, so as to bring it to bear in anyone case. The neces
sity of the employment of some competent person, whose autho
rity would extend over all the counties which formed the scene of 
the illiedged offences; whoso whole time and attention would be 
devoted to the investigation; and who would concentrate the ne
cessary information, seems manifest. The very circumstance, 
that hitherto no judicial developement of the facts has taken place, 
affords strong reasons to believe that it has arisen from the want 
of Wlited and connected efforts. The committee concur with the 
Lieutenant Govemor in the opinion expressed.by him, that it is 
due Ito the violated majesty of tho laws, and to the apprehensions 
of our feDaw citizens,' that all proper measures within the consti
tutional power of the. legislature should be adopted to secure :" 
full il}vestigation of the high-handed offence committed cn the 
person of William Morgan; a fair and impartial trial of the persons 

.implicated; the detection and punishment of the guilty; and the 
acquittal and exoneration of the innocent-and they know of no 
means so effeetual as those recommended by him. The employ
ment of the Attorney General for this purpose, would be wholly 
incompatible with the duties of that .officer at the seat of govern
ment, and with that attention which is requisite to the civil busi
ness of the state. The committee have accordingly prepared a 
bill providingfor·the temporary employment of competent cOUDsel, 
according to the recommendation of the Lieutenant Governor 
which is herewith reported. 

Ax ACT to promde for the e,nployment of cOtl1lsel for the purpOSt8 
therein mentioned. 

The people of the state of New York.represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: . 

. SEC. 1. The pe1'Son administering the government of this state 
is bel'ehy authorized to employ and appoint a competent person 

N!'i . 
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of the degree of counsel in the Supreme Court, wbose special duty 
it shall be, . 

1. To institute inquiries concerning ·the abducQon of William 
Morgan, and his fate subsequently, and 1111 the incidents. con. 
nected therewith. 

2. To ascertain the witnesses whose testimony can establish 
the commission of any crime against the laws of this state, in 
and of the said transactions. 

3. To cause such witnesses to be e~ned before the proper 
magistrates, and to be bound over to appear before the proper 
courts, in order to testify. 

4. To cause the necessary process to be issued for the appre. 
hension of the persona implicated. 

5. To assist in preparing any indictments that may be foood 
against such persons, and to prepare for the trial thereof. 

6. To attend the trials of persons indicted at any court of Oyer 
and Terminer or General Sessions of the Peace; and to superin· 
tend and conduct such trials, with the like authority and. in the 
same manner as the Attorney General of this slate: IUld 

7. To perform all other a8ts and. duties which, shall be neces· 
sary to a full and fair judicial investigation and ,determination of 
the offences alleged to have been committed. by the persons 80 

indicted. 
·SEc.2. The person 80 appointed is hereby vested with pow· 

ers and authority of District Attomies, in the several counties in 
which any such accusations shall be made; and shall be autho
rized to attend any grand jury for the purpose of examining wit
nesses betore them, but not to be present at.their deliberations; 
he shall have au!hority to issue subpomas signed by himself, to 
compel the attendance of. any witness at any coust of Oyer and 
Terminer, or court of General Sessions of the Peace; which sub· 
pamas shall have the same force and effect as if issued by the 

. clerks of such courts respectively, under the seal thereof.. 
SEC. 3. The expenses attending the eXf1cution of the duties 

hereby imposed, shall be paid out of the treasury, on the order of 
the person administering the government of this state, after being 
audited by the comptroller. 

SEC. 4. This act shall be in force until the first of May, Dnc 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, and DO longer. 

MlJrch. 25.-;\ part of the day was spent in committee of the 
,whole, on. the bll! for the employm~Dt of counsel to investigate 

the facts ttl relauon to ~e abduction and supposed murder' of 
William Morgan. . The bill was opposed by Measrs. Livingston 
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and Crary, and supported by Messrs. Spencer, Viele, Wilkeson, 
and Allen; and was passed by the committee. On the question 
of agreeing to the report, Mr. Crary offered an amendment, which 
was previously lost in committee of the whole: that all the ~xpen
ses heretofore incurred by any person to effect the objects con
templated by this bill, shall be paid out of the treasury. Lost, 
ayes 3, noes 23. 'The ayes were, Messrs. Crary, l\I'l\'Iartin,. 
and Porter. 

The report of the committee was then agreed to, ayes 23, noes 
3, as follows: 

Ayes."':"Messrs. Allen, Benton, Dayan, Elswol'th, Enos, Ha
ger, Hart, Lake, M'Carty, M'Martin, Oliver, Porter, Schenck, 
Spencer, Stebbins, Todd, Throop, Tyson, Viele, Warren, Wheel-
er, Wilkeson, and Woodward: 23. . 

. Noes.-Messrs. Crary, Livingston, M'Michael: 3. Adjourned. 

Mat'ch 26.-Bill read the third time and passed: for the em
. ployment of counsel to investigate the facts relative to the abduc
tion and supposed murder of William Morgan, ayes 24, noes 3. 
(The noes were, Messrs. Crary, Livingston, and M'Michael.) 

IN ASSEMBLY, March 19.-Mr. Childs presented a memorial 
from delegates from several western counties, assembted in ,con
vention at Le Roy to take into consideration the effects, &c. of 
F~ee Masonry. They say the oaths of that society are impious 
and profane, &c. They pray that a law may be' passed, declar
ing that oaths administered by other than public officers under 
the laws, are illegal; and that their administration may be forbid 
under a penalty. After the memorial was read, it was referred to 
a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Childs, Granger, and 
Wardwell .. 

.R.pril2 . ....:..Mr. Childli, from the select committee to which 
was referred the memorial of the delegates from twelve of the 
western counties of the state, on the subject of Free Masonry, 
reported and asked le.ave to bring in a bill to prevent the adminis
tration 'of extra judicial oaths. Lea ve was granted and a bill 
brought in accordingly, subjecting every person taking or ad
ministering an extra judicial oath to fine and imprisonment-fine 
not to exceed $200, and imprisonment not to exceed six months. 
[The following is the r~port of this committee:] . 

The select committee to which was referred the memorial of 
tho counties of Chautauque, Erie, Niagara, Orleans, G~nesee, 
l\-I6nroe, Livingston, Wayne, Yates, Seneca, and T-oJJlpkms, on 
the subject of extra judicial and Masonic oaths, 
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Report-That they have devoted to the subject of the merna.. 
rial tllat diligent ~xamination which was demanded by its intrio
sic importance, magnified as it is by acts set forth in the memo
rial. Ia deliberating upon this subject, your comrniuee have di
rtlctf'd ~ileir attention to the general character and consequences 0" all oaths unsanctioned by the laws, as well as the particular 
nature and policy of thosa set forth in the papers referred to in the 
memorial. Under every form and character which human goy-
ern lIeat has at any time assumed, the principle of responsibility 
tJ !Iigherpower, however modified or perverted, has been appealed 
to a~ furnishing the foundation of the highest obligations which 
coulJ be imposed upon human nature. Most civilized govern
mellts have approved the wisdom ofresortiag to an oath as a se
curity for the faithful discharge of official duty; and ail have 
deemed it indillpensable in the administration of justice. The' 
mns! sacrerI rights of socicty and individuals are subjected to 
its disi>;)sa:, and no vice could be regarded as more alarming tban 
n pr<lctico which in aoy degree should have the effe(·t to weaken 
the ubligation, or impair the confidence, wbicb, not less by tbe 
law than the autbority oCthe human heart,_ is reposed in au oath. 
'fhe right to exact it belo,l1gs to the sovereign power of the state; 
and in mo,;t instances its efficacy is attempted to be increased 
by inilictinu; the severest penalties upon its violations. The du
ties it imposes must be the same, whatever may be tbe form of 
i1.3 admini,;tration; but it is entirely obvious that reyerence to the 
being whose attention is invoked, not less than a regard tQ its io
I1t1cnce upon the mind, demand that tbe occasion sbould be im
portant and the ceremony solemn. The frequent, unauthorised 
an.4 irreverent administration of oflths, has a powerful iniluence, 
in the judgment of your committee, to destroy that religious sen
sibility to tbeir nature, and that scrupulous and conscientious re
gard to all tbeir requirements, which alone entitle them to con 6-
dence. Great nnd enlightened men have. with one accord, con
.lemned the multiplication of oatbs with or without the sanction 
4)f law, as immoral and impolitic. '. 

If these very general considerations were not entirely satis
factory to your committee, tho most unanswerable reasons fOl" 

abolishing extra judicial oaths, would be fOllnd in the character 
and consequences of a certain description of oaths as stilted and 
set forth in the memorial. Tbe mE-morial has called the atten
tion of the le~islature specifically to tbe alSuse of the practice of 
administering oaths, as it is nlledged to exist in Masonic socie
ties; aod ~ubjoin~d the f~rms of obligations~ as they are said to 
be administered m the different stages of ad\'ancement in that 
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sQcietv. When it is recollected that. these oaths have been com
muniC'ated to the public by mempers of that society highly ele
vated and m~intainiDg a fair characler and respectable standing 
in comrnunity. it is not perhaps unjust to I,lelieve those annexcd 
to the memol'ial are substantially correct. They exhibit a per
version of the appropriate office of an oath, which strongly re-. 
commends the policy of a law prohibiting the administration of 
any 'extra judicial oath. These oaths could, by DO possibility, 
enjoin the' practice of .a. virtue not already commanded by reli
gion and morality; and a literal observance of them would bind 
the sworn individual under the severest penalties to the perfor
mance o~ acts forbidden by both. The efficacy of these oaths 
is illustrated by the petitioners, by ascribing to their injunctions 
the ou.trage· committed within Ii recent period upon two of our 

.eitizens, followed by wha,t is now generally admitted to be the 
murder of one. 

Whether the oaths referred to would authorize the commission 
. of the crime, when righti,y understood, is deemed by your com
mittee altogether immaterial. The petitioners represent, that 
persons upon whom these oaths have been imposed, acting under 
a belief of their controlling power, have committed violence upon 
the liberty -of oue citizen, and upon the life of another; and that 
no doubt can exist upon, that su~ject in the mind of any person 
who has attentively examined and weighed the testimony disdos
cd upon the trial of the several indi«;tments which have grown 
out of the abduction of William Morgan, an unotfendin~ citizen 
of this state. If there is reasonable ground for this behef-and 
the circumstances which have been developed leave.little doubt
it is the, duty of government to adopt such measures as may be 
hest calculated to prevent the recurrence 0.£ .nn outrage so fla
grant as that to which the petitioners have .referred, and which 
so anxiously and painfully occupies the public mind. 

The possibility that the obligations imposed by an extra judi
cial oath may condict with the duty which a citizen may be called' 
upon to discharge, is conclusive in the minds of your committee, 
in favor of granting the pmyer of the memorialists. Although 
the law would pronounce an extm judicial oath, and all its obli
gatioB!!, nugatory, when in collision with a legally administered 
oath; yet, having doz:!e so, it is apparent that the individual must 
judge for himself of the relative power of conflicting Qbligations. 
There is danller then thatj'ustice may be perverted, and truth fal
sified, .in courts created to develope truth and administer ju!<tice. 
The suspicion that such may be the consequence, is sufficient, iQ 
ttlJe judgement of your committee, to induce the }egitllature to ~ 
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move thQ possibility of it by a statute prohibiting aU oaths not 
authorized by Jaw. The committee have therefore directed their 
chairman to ask Il3ave to introduce a bill. 

T. CHILDS, Ckairmtm • 

.1priI4.-The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the bill from the Senate for the appointment of It com
missioner to investigate the transactions relative to the abdueti~D 
of WilliBm MO,·gBn-Mr. Ruggles in the chair. 

1\lr. Gross moved to strike out the first section, or in otber . 
words to reject the ~iI1. He avo~ himself a MasoD; but 
warned the house against partaking of tho excitement which was 
fdt on this subject in the western part of the state, and under its 
influence to pass a law which would hereafter, when the passions 
of 'men become cool, subject the legislature to contempt. The 
powers with which it was proposed to clothe this officer to be 
appointed by the executive, were enormous; it would, in fact, 
be establishing an inquisition in our state which would violate 
the principles of our institutions, and involve the innoeent with 
the guilty in one common ruin. He believed Morgan ~.mur
d:!red and murdered by Masons, but he would consider the con
ferring of this inquisitorial power an infinitely greater evil, nud 
Illore to be deprecated than even the murder of Morgan by de
luded and wicked men. He was not disposed to condemn the 
excitement which existed on this lIubject in the western part of 
the state; on the contrary, he was proud of it, for the hobor of 
human nature; for a deed of the darkest dye had been perpe
trated, and that by lUasons, by members of a numerous frater. 
Ility; and it was honorable to the character of our citizens that 
they should deeply interest themselves on the occasion; but it 
became the legislature of the state of New York to act with cau
ti~n an~ deliberati~n-to free themselves from the contagion of 
thiS excitement-boldly to stem the current of popular feeling
and to save unimpaired "the principles of liberty, by refusing to 
\'iolate the principles of sound jurisprudence, and refraining from 
setting a precedent of the most dangerous character. 

Mr. Skinner hoped the motion to strike out would not prevail. 
He urged that two years had now elapsed since the perpetration 
of this horrid crime; and all the ordinary means to bring tp justice 
the actors of this dark scenll had proved unavailing. He con
tended that this ~ill did propose to erect a new tribunal unknown 
to our laws, bu~ Simply provided the means of investigation which 

" do not now eXist. Nor was the precedent of sending a public 
officer to attend to those duties Dovel; ,ns the Attorney General 
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, was frequently required to attend in particular counties the prose
cution of criminal offences, tlitber of the requisition of the execu
tive or one of. the judges of the Supreme Court. He tbouaht 
this an occasion which demanded extraordinary efforts for tbe 
detection and punishment of offenders, to which the ordinary 
collJ'S'e of judicial proceedings was totally inadequate. 

The spea~er, Root, addressed the house in support of the mo
tion to reject the bill. He alluded to various instances in the 
history of England, to show the effeCt of popular excitement and 
the injurious effect flowing from it. Admitting that Morgan was 
murdered, he asked wbetber it was right to change our course of 
judicial proceodings on that account. If our laws were defective, 
they should be amended; but when amended they should be 
made to bear upon all offenders alike. He asked whether Mor-

_ gao, though.murdered by Free Masons, was entitled to more 
commiseration tban if be had been destroyed by a highwayman 1 

Mr. Granger said that the excitement in the western section 
of the state on this subject was as much, if no~ more, attributa
ble to Free Masons, than to those who were charged with carry
ing on a crusade against Free :Masonry. If Free Masons, and 
those, too, distinguished men, had done their duty, this excite
meut might have been checked. As to the delusion which is 
supposed to prevail on this subject, he could say that amongst 
those who felt a deep interest on this question, there were men 
second to nono in the United States, as the list of the names of 
the delegation who attended the convention from whom emanated 
the memorial to the legislature would show. He could not per
ceive the evil which was apprehended from sending a public agent 
to investigate this affair, to collect testimony and drag offenders 
to justice. He was not conscious how such a proceeding en
croached upon the fundamental principles of government. The 
comptroller had been vested with similar powers to investigate 
frauds upon the canal. He regretted that the proposition made 
last wiOter to send a special commissioner of the legislature into 
the section of the state where the outrage . had been committed, 
had not been adopted. If much good might not result from this 
measure, it would have a tendency to produce something like 
quiet and harmony, when the people saw that the legislature did 
ltot tum a deaf ear to their prayers. The people at the west were 
not exactly crazy; but there is abroad in the comm\lntty a feeling, 
a deep toned feeling, which is not to be trifled with-it is notto be 
scouted or laughed at, but must be soothed and not aggravated. 

Mr. Brinablrhoof said he had hoped that the bill )Vould have 
passe\.x.~ate. Whatever excitement existed elsewhere, 
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it ought not to be brought into action here; and to prevent e"ery 
thina like feelin~ in thc house, be called for the question. 

Mr. Emmet Said he was a Mason, and as yet he had no cause 
to re ... rct it. lIe was decidedly in favor of the bill. If a crime 
had b~eo committed, whether by Muons or others, and Ihe ordi
oary process of the law was not sufficient to bring the ofi'ende~s 
to punishment, it was tile duty of the legil\lature to afford every 
fdcility to accomplish the cnd. He was inclined to believe that 
this measure would have a tendency to allay excitemt'nt. As a 
l1ason, he could not porceive any objection to the bill;. on the 
contrary, the very principles of Free :Masonry bound him to do 
all in his power to bring the perpetrators of the crime to punish
ment. 

1\Ir. Wardwell also acknowledged himself a Mason, and said, 
when he first heard of this tragedy be was disposed to laugh at 
the stories whirh were told, deeming them unworthy of notice, 
and believing that there was Dot a Malon in tbis country so de
luded and wicked as to commit so great a crime. He however 
had changed his opinion, and now believed that Morgan bad been 
murdered, and murdered by Free ~Iasons; and could he believe 
tbat all l\[a80ns could act under similar delusions, he would not 
only abolish all extra judicial oaths, as proposed by a bill brought 
in on this subject, but he would abolish all Free .Masonry, by 
making it penal to attend a lodge. Tbis was not an ordinary 
case of murder. It was perpetrated by members of a numerous 
fraternity; and it is said 3nd believed that many ~Iasons were 
engaged in the transaction, and that several in different counties 
combined and acted togetber in bringing about the destruction of 
the individual. If men under a mistaken s~nse of dut): had ~om
mitted the crime, others under a similar delusion migbtbe guilty 
of similar offences. A high degree of excited feeling existed on 
this subject in the western part of this state; he therefore thought 
that 11 public officer ;.bould be sent to make ,the necessal)' inqui
ries on the spot, to elicit all tbe evidence that could be obtained, 
and to bring the offenders to public punishment. The commis
sion of tbe crime was without excuse or palliation. There were 
no principles of Free Masonry whicb require a man to act con
trary to tbe dictates of morality and religion, and to run counter 
to the principles of good OI:der. 

The question was taken on striking out the first section, and 
lost, only seven risiDA' in favor of it. I 

1\'[r. Williams, after advetting to the forms which the bill pro-
Posed to confer on this Il~ecial .~ttornel General, observed that I 

.be was not prepared to give the bill his assent; he.:wished time • 
. ' =If .... 
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to examine it; and with that view moved that the committee rise 
aDd report, which motion prevailed, ayes 49, noes 21. Then 
the house adjourned • 

.I1priI9.-.Mr. Childs made the same motion as to the bill to 
appoint"a commissioner to make inquiries in I'elation to the ab
duction of Morgan, and the bill to p~eveDt extra judicial oaths. 
Carried, ayes 36, DOe:5 36. 

'" The house then went into committee of the whole, l\1r. Rug
gles in the chair, on the said bills. The first section of the 
former bill passed, when lUr. Gross moved Iln Ilmendment 
directing the payment of all expenses heretofore incurred by in
dividuals in investigating this busines~. Mr. G. spoke some 
time in oppolllition to the bill; hut. ifit must pass, he hoped this 
amendment woflld btt adopted. So far as he could learn, the 
western people did not want ~his bill to pass. Southwick's pa
per and some wetltern papers had condemned it. l\1r. South
wick was opposed to the bill in principle; and he believed it 
would be inefficacious in its ends. 

Mr. Childs lIaid tbe people in the west had not called for tbis 
bill-it was the offspriag of th~ieutenant Governor; but th& 
people wanted further inv~8tigati~.~_ 

Mr. Bryan sai~ no body aslied for compensation; wait till the 
people who hilv~ endaavored to ferret out tbis business ask for 
pay, before it is offered to them. , 

Mr. Sackett spoke againsl the bill. If the law was insuffi
cient, Jelit be altered; but be was opposed to making a provision 
for a particular case. The almost inquisitorial powers. giveR to " 
this commissioner, he disapproved of. 

l\1r. Chever spoke in favor of the bill. \. 
Mr. Speaker asked wherefore W!lS this disposition to change 

tho wbolecourse of law. Is it because Free Masons have kill-' 
ed Morgan; (that is, admitting that he is killed, which is not cer
tain, though conje'ctllres fasten strongly on the belief that he is;) 
and because by persecuting them it is boped to:get intopower1 
He spoke of the jury of inquest which determined that the body 
found at Oak Orchard creek was that of Morgan. When fanati
cism, whether political or religious,. rages, we often·find men of 
private worth hurried away by it, and doing acts of wbich in mo
ments· of reflection they would be ashamed. He did not wish 
to derogate from the respectability of the western people; but 
they could be led away by fanaticism as well as others. The 
times of 1817,1824, and 18251 11ufficiently elucidate th«: tr:uth?f 
this. He alluded to the cry raised against secret SOCIetIes m 
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Europe, about the time of the French revolution, wllea so much 
looling was excited without cause. He adverted ~o the inquisi
tion in SpaiD, where all Free 1\o10sons were considered as devils, 
and were put to the torture and made to confess that they were 
l.'1Iilty of crime whether they· were or Mt-wbere a trial was 
made of the mathematical question: strength of nerve and sen
sibility of muscle given, required to kaow what degree of torture 
is necessary to make man confess himself guilty of crime. He 
said milt this tiradinl; aboat secret societies' and extra judieial 
oaths, did not become sensible, meo? and tht>y would not pursue 
it, unless tbey were driven by political fanaticism. He did not 
care whether Masonry were put down by legislative enactment 
or not; but if it were put up fir down by.such enactmellt; it would 
be acting foolishly. All this cry is to get power or to retain ii. 
Some of the members were elected on tbe .bti-Masonic ticket; 
. and they came here and were compelled to cry, Morgaaize 1\la
sons! Morganize l\IasoRs! Away with him! Crucify him! 
Crucify him! ['he excitement has been got up and fostered 
and fanned to get into power. We did not make ilo much fuss 
in Delaware county, a few years ago, when an Irishman killed 
two'Scotchmen: we caught him, and han~d him. . 

This is made a political question. It is said that one of tbe 
presidential candidates is a Mason, and that the other is not, and 
therefore the excitement must be kept up: that is all there is to 
barp on. The six militiamen and ebony and topaz are worn 
out. One of the political parties-and I don't know how maoy 
political parties there are in the state-but one of the parties de
sire to keep up the excitement, in order to induu votes in favor 
of the candidate who is said not to be a Free Million. And buw 
do they work it on the' other side, in the party to which I belong, 
but which party sometimes acts a little to silly. Why tbey show 
themselves eager to hunt down Free Masons, in the hope that 
they will get votes hy it. They ery, we don't approve of Masons 
murdering '\torgan; we are as eager to find them out as the other 
party. They mean to be first in the chaserand I dont knoW' but 
they will be first in at the death. Why should we perform such 
a foolish, sitly act, to get votes next November, when many of us 
do not much cllre which side we go on. 

Mr. Johnson made some remarks against Mr, Gross' amend~ 
ment, and it was lost. 

The whole bill then passed. When the committee rose, tbeir 
report was agreed to, 82 to 17. 

The committee of the Whole then took up the bill to prevent 
extra judicial oaths. . 
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Mr. Speaker then moved to rise and report. Lost.' 
A motion to rise pre.vailed.. . 

443 

Mr. Emmet hoped that leave to sit again would be l·efused. 
He wished to get rid of this ridicuLous subject, for it was ridicu
lous in the extreme, if not something worse. We have import
ant business before us; and a thing like .this, of not a particle of 
merit, should not be 'sutfered to inter~ere with it. 

Mr. Bucklin was 'willing leave should be given to sit again. 
This bill was, he supposed, a part of the crusade against Free 
Masomy. But they were ignorant of the institution who sup
posed it would touch it; but it, would touch a more important por
tion of society; it would interfere with along establisbed practice 
of Christian churches; and if gentlemen were willing to go on 
with it they might. Adjourned. 

April 12.-The bill authorizing the empl{)yment of cotmeel 
for the investigation of. faots relative to the abduction of William 
Morgan, and the incidents connected with iliat transaction, was 
read a third time:,a discussion ensued, in which several gentle
men took a part, at)d whiCh ocCupied a greater part of the morn
ing session. The bill was passed by a vote of 66 to 44. 

, ......... ~ 
SPEECH OF TOE RON. JOHN CRARV, 

1';- the Senate of the StateofN. York,Mlreh ",IBiS, 

011 the pl'oposilion for appoU!.ling ~ inquisitol'in the case of William Morgan. 

1\'Ir. Chairman-The complaint is, that a citizen has been for
cibly taken Rod held in captivity, or inhumanly murdered. This 
awful act of violence was committed in September, 1826, upon 
the person of William ~Iorgan. He was seized by ruffian hands, 
and taken against his will, in the village of Batavia, and carried 
from ilience to Fort Niagara; beyond which he has not been 
traced; nor has he been heard of since iliat time. 

'the cause assigned for his abduction and murder is, tb.at he 
was a Free Mason, and as such had disclosed the 3ecrets of Ma
sonry; and when we consider that the persons concerned in thc 
acts of violence committed uj>on him, were Free Masons-and 
for such acts there is no other assignable reason, than that he 
had published the secrets ·of Masonry-the conclusion is, iliat fo~ 
such pUblication be has sutfered deaili. ' 

The ostensible object of the bill undercon~iderv.tion. i~, to 
provide for detecting the offcnders; and the qucstion is, will It be 
likely to have the etfect? . 
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It will be recollected that Morgan is considered a victim of 
Masonie'vengeance, and a martyr in the cause of liberty and his 
country. This is It reproach to the Masonic fraternity; and at! 
such they have triedtf) get rid of it, while the people have en
deavored to fix it upon them. 

A war thus waged, is not likely to terminate short of the poli
tical· elttermination of one of the parties. Is it then probable, 
that this voluntary Masonic measure, at this very late day, will 
lestore harmony between themt \yiII it not rather be considered 
as tantalizing th~ feelings of the people-especially as it is not 
called for by them-and more particularly so, 8S the'offenders 
have already escaped to parts unknown, and the fraternity are 
charged with facilitating the escapet 

Assistance was prayed for last year, but refused by the legisla
ture; and now, when a law to abolish extrajudicial oaths is prayed, 
instead of granting it, we give that which is not called for, and 
refuse that whieh is. Thu! treating the people like children that 
do not know what is good for themselves. 

All attempts to bring the perpetrators of the crime to justice, have 
hitherto proved abortive. Repeated trials have been had, but no 
eOQvictions have followed; and a general belief is now entertain
ed, that the offenders have in more than one instance been borne 
off by the perjured testimony of their brethren. As the means 
of discovering and punishing the offenders, the biD authorizes the 
penon administering the government of this state to appoint 
some person, of the degree of counsellor in the Supreme Court, 
to repair to the west and institute inquiries concerning the ab
duction of William Morgan. This is adding one to' the number 
who have for t!l.e last eighteen months been engaged in perform
ing that service and duty. And is it any thing morel Can tbe 
person thus authorized do any thing that has not already been' 
done without effect1 

Is it not .then time to change the manner of proceeding, and if 
we cannot punish for the. crime committed, prevent the future re
petition of itl It would sellm from the petition in the house, that 
such is the conclusion of the people of the west: and when we 
consider that the Free Masons of that region have met 'in COD

vention at I.e Roy; disclosed the secrets of the higher orders of 
Masonry, not known to Morgan; and publicly renounced Masonry; 
and that a subsequent Anti-lUasonic convention have, by their 
memorial in the ~ther house, suggested the remedy of prohibit
ing extra judicial, oll;ths as, the most effectual; it is difficult to COD

ceive on what pn~C1plewe are proceeding on the bill under COD
sideration. Will It not be considered the contrivance of ~soDr'y 

Digitized by Coogle. 



LIGHT ON MASON .. \". 445 

to perpetuate the order; and thus, instead of aUaying the excite
ment, teDd to increase it. The people will suspect rather than 
confide in tbia state commissioner, after they bave, both sepa
ratelyand collectively, exhausted all the means which by this bill 
i8 placed in his power. It is insulting to suppose that a single 
individual witli the mandate of the legislatore, can do what the 
great body of the people bave not beeD able to perform. The 
people of the welt are laboring UDder a deep-toned sense of 'in
jury; and any preferred redr~s which is evasive, will be consi
dered as sporting with their feelings. Whatever is dODe should 
be to aoothe, and Dot to aggravate, sufferings which are the. mQst 
excruciatiDg, the moet tormenting. , 

Hitherto 1 bave considered this question as between the Freo 
MasoDII who were concerned either directly or indirectly in the 
abductioa ad murder of WilUam Morgan, on the one ban~; and 
the people contiguous to the place wbere the catastrophe hap. 
pened striving to bring the offenders to justice, on the other: But 
there is another view of the subject, compared to which the fate 
of William Morgan dwindles into a point. His cause has be
come that of the constitution and the law; and in that view I shall 
nOW proceed to coasider it. 

When the future historian shall relate the fate ·of William Mor
gan, he will pause and inquire for the persons conperned; but 
when he is t~ld the abduction was perpetrated in open day, in the 
populous yet peaceful village of Batavia; and above all, when be 
is also told the persons concerned have escaped detection; be 
cannot but exclaim, how impotent are human laws, and how in
efficient the administration of justice, even in the most civilized 
part of the world! It cannot be denied but that our system of 
jurisprudence is defective; there is a power among us: it is a se
cret invisible power, exerted by Free .Masons, which is above the 
Jaw. While the order of Free Masons did not pe"ert public 
justice, or interfere to prevent the apprehension and convictioa of 
offenders, their pretended mysteries, though they sought conceal-
ment, excited no alarm.' . . 

The attribute of secreey was a,ccorded to the order, as a pre
rogative handed down from high antiquity and always claimed 
and exercised; the pretence for continuing and perpetuating Free 
Masonry bas been the security,. protection, and advantage, which 
it afforded to the traveller and the stranger; wbBe it has been sup
posed' the order did not interfere with the duties of the citizen, 
the politician, the statesman. . Under such pretenC4!'B, ~ot con
tradicted by appearances, it has hitherto been viewed !Ith com
placency; its rpembers respected and esteemed. And It was Dot 
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until it WRB found that the obligations of the order had alienated 
those belonging to it from their allegiance to the constitution and 
the law, and the community began to suspect the imposition wbich 
had been practiced upon them, and exert the supremacy of their 
power to bring the kidnappers and murderers of Morgan to jus. 
tice. On this occasion the people soon found their own impotence 
and that of the laws when exerted a¥ainst Free Masons for the 
abdurtion and murder by them of one belonging to the order. 
It is this secret invisible power to which I am opposed; a power 
exerted in tbe midst of us, from the horrible and tragica\ effeets 
of which, neither friends nor foes, not even the wandering stran-
ger can escape. ' " 

By the common consent of mankind, each individual has certain 
absolute and unalienable rights: these are the right ofpersonalli
berty, the right of personal security, and the right of private pro
perty: The great end and object of govemment should be to pro
tect each individual in the enjoymenlofthese rights: when that is 
not done, the government must be defective either in the form or 
in the administration. Public sentiment is the only test to deter
mine whether it be done or not; aDd every thing depending 00 public 
sentiment must "be open and exposed to pUblic scrutiny and ob
servation." Publicity, then, is and must be the redeeming prill
ciple of every system; without it the mOllt perfect government 
wiD be foond in practice to permit every thing that is wrong, and 
afford no security for any thiD, that is right. That the order uf 
Free Masons has always required secrecy from those beJongiDg 
to it, is a tact that cannot be questioned. If for that they ought 
to be condemned, they will not complain ~at it is done without 
testimony. Let us then test the order by one of its cardinal prin
ciples, and see whether it is at variance with truth and justice. 

Openness and honesty fOim the criterion by \Vhlch the eha
raeter of every transaction relating to the aftiairs of men is" in
vestigated and determined. 'Vice has always" shtlliDed the light. 

The concealment of the fact is evidence that the fact itself, 
it' it appeared, would disclo!'e somethiil~ that is wrorig. 'Thus, 
it' a man be found with stolen goods in his possession, and be has 
concealed or attempts to eonceal them, it is evidence that he re
ceive~ the goods knowing that they were stolen. A"person is 
exammed on a charge of felony 'and concea1s:thefitcts and states 
_hat is not true: the conrlusion is~at he is guilt'jr. A party in 
a suit secre!os" a paper: the con!!lusion is, that. it- invere produced 
it would dl8Close some facts against him .. hieh .. ithout it do 
not appear; and. thus it is that secrecy and conteeJment have al
ways been cO!lSldered .. tantamount to deceit atld tldaehood. It 
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was' so at . tlie beginning; (or after eating the forbidden fruit our 
tirst parents hid themselves from the presence of 'God. 

f( I have sucCf'eded in showing that the first principle of the 
order is wrong, it is Il;ot to be expected in practice that it can 
ever become right; when the principle on which it is founded is 
erroneous, it will praCtically proceed on the same wrong ground. 
I( we take the wrong road at the cO,mmencement of our journey, 
the longer we travel it the fart~er we are from the place of desti-
nation. . . 

The ostensible objects of Free Masonry aro beAetJolence and 
kirad7WSS: but if it should appear that the real objects are selfish
BeBB and cruelty in disguise, no one not of the order will hesi
tate to admit that it is time .the veil was torn off, and the society 
exhibited in all its deformity. Names can never alter things; but 
care should be taken, that things have their proper names. The 
appropriate use of names is to represent things truly; but that 
they do so, should never be taken for gt'1lnted: For as often as 
the despot has intended to lead the multitude captive at his will,' 
he hall done it by the delusion of a name. If vigilance is the 
price of liberty, tlte point at which it should first be exerted, is to 
distinguish between names and things. To do so we must be
come familiar with the thing itself, which we never can if" it is to 
us invisible; and that I undt'rstand to be ltIe precise character of 
the order of Free Masonry: 8JUI why is it so? men never act 
witliout a motive. Is it not then fair to conclude that these stolen 
abuses are secret pleasures enJoyed at the expense of others 
Dot belonging to the orderl . 

Unity of action and design has always enabled those bl'longing 
to the combination not olily to protect themselves, but to oppress 
others; hence it is that an act done by a conspirator is more hei
oous in the eye of the law. and alarming to the community, than 
if done by an insulted individual. But when impunity is added 
to secrecy of design, it is then that we realize in imagination the 
horrors which William Morgan must have indured when the mid
oight assassin stalked forth before his swimming eyes. 

The entering of a dwelling house against the will of the occu
pant. in tbe day time, is a simple tresspass; but when the same 
act ~ done in the silent watches of the night. it is felony. Why 
is it s01 Can there be any other reason for it, than the helpless 
condition ~( the tenant at that season destined by nature for si
lence and reposel 

Hence it is obvious that DO other relation among men caD be 
just but that which places them on a footing of equal~ty. That 
Ivhicb is not known to us can never be guarded &galDst by us. 
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It i. by deceit or falaehood that dis~s and misery have beeu 
communicated and extended far and wide among the bwnan race; 
and if deceit aud (_hood be not descriptive of Free M.asoory. 
they are of its effect and operation upon the rest of mankiDd. 

To illustrate: A witnels that is interested is incompelel1t tQ tes
tify: a juror that bas a bias upon his mind is disqualified from sit
ting in judgment. But bow can tho one or the other be excluded, 
when the fact of such intere.t or bias is no~ known to the parties? 
It may be laid that the bias which one Free Mason has in favor 
of another is slight and trifiiog; admitted, and what followst Do 
we not know that when' all other things are equal the least item 
inclines the aeale? and it is by the influence of these impercepti. 
ble trifles that every doubtful question is decided. 

It bal. been said, that a man might as well be suspected, be
C3use he belonged to another church. But on what principle 
does the argument rest? It must be upon the assumption that 
there is no difference between Christianity and Free Masonry; 
and will that be pretended by the most devoted friend of the Qr. 

der? It is sufficient for my purpose to mention one particular 
about which there is no controversy. The obliption of secrecy 
is eDjoined according to the order of Free Masonry; while the Sa· 
viour, at parting with hill disciples, said unto them, "Go ye into 
all the world arad preach tlu gospel to lJ'Dery ~eature." 
• The charge against Free :M:asoDs is not that they are all bad 

men, or that they ought to be condemned b,ecause dtere are some 
bad men among them: But it is, that tbe order justifies indiv~· 
duals belonging to it, who could not be justified by the laws of so
ciety. The conclusion, tberefore, is against the order, not the 
individuals belonging to it. The individuals may ~ good or bad, 
like other men; their cbaracter must depend upon their. walk and 
conversation. It will not be pretend.ed that individuals, belong- , 
iog to any society are for that reason to be justified for any thing 
they may do. The objection is, tbat tbe members of tbe Ma
sonic society are not made amenable to justice like other men. 
It is not that every Free Mason shall be condem,ned because he 
is a Free Mason; but that the order screens men from punish
ment because they are members of it. No matter .who subverts 
public justice, it is an offence which deserve$ reprehension and 
punishment. . . 

But it may be aBI,ed, what have the order 'done! 
I answer, they hafJejutijied tke KIDNAPPBBS and IIlURDERERS 

of WILLIAM M?Ro4-li. 
This is a senous charge; but it is believed to be supported by 

the best evidence tho nature of tho case 'yill admit. 'Vhen the 
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conduct of men camaot be reconciled with ·tIleir iDDocence, the 
• CODClusion is that they are guilty. . 

The.sense of right and wrong is impressed by the Deity him
self upon the heart of man. . The eti'ect of this impreasion will 
aaturally appear at the recitol of wrongs; and when it does not, 
the conclusion is that natural feelinge are suppressed. 
'. The story of William Morgan is the most tragical, and calcu
lated tbe m98t eti'ectuallY to harrow up all our feelings and excite 
all our sensibilities; and even to impel us by an impose not our 
own, to seek the pllase of our martyr's suti'erings and death, and 
th~re avenge this mOst foul and unnatural murder. 

But has the story bad that eti'ect upon those beloogiag to the 
Masonic orderl Will it be denied that as often as it has been 
related in the presence and hearing of Free Masons, one has in
quired, if the facts stated by Morgan in bis book were true, did 
not be deserve the fate be was supposed to bave suti'eredl A.n
other bas said, be is lone oti' and keeps out of the way to give 
vallie to his book~ and will retum when. hiS fortune is made! 
Others, though silent, have given a smile of approbation, while 
with inverted looks the countenance of ~l have indicated my ... 
tery and concealment! And when a numerous body of meo, 
both separately and collectively, e&I1 suppress the strongest na
tural emotions, is it not fair to conclude that such suppreseie •• 
the eti'ect of designl Thus mueb for the evidence of oItservl'
uon; and for the conection of it, I appeal to the JDOSt superficial 
~server. 

But the evidence against Free Masonry does Dot rest entirely 
upon the unnatural looks and actions of individaals belonging to 
the order, when Morgan's case is mentioned. There is another 
fact imputing moral guilt to the order itself, unlesB the maxim 
that a man is known by tile company he keeps, e&I1 be contro
verted. It is this: that three persons belonging to the order have 
confessed themselves guilty, and admitted they were c8ncemed 
in the abduction of William Morgan. We have occasionally 
seen notices of expulsion, from which we are to conclude that it 
is according to tbe discipline of the order to expel for some of
fences; but we. have seen no notice of the expulsion of hos~ 
three persons; hence we are to conclude that the abduction of 
William Morgan is not an oti'enee according to the order of Free 
Masonryl . 

It is not my object here to dilate upon the enormity of this 
oti'ence: It must be obvious to aD, that the right. of personal li
berty is of all othera the most invaluable; and if the rate of 
William M~ had been leas _"; ... 1 aDd in __ ofbeill$ put 
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to death be .41 obtained his liberty af\er a _tt &\tenal; aad had 
been restored to his family and fiiedd&; yet the ofFenCe would re
..... ; and all those acoossory to it, whether before eY after the 
f1Iet, mullf be conaiderect among the efFenders. 

Can the order escape &om this conclusion; anti if dley cannot, 
what does it prow? Surely this, that tb.&,maIignant pleasure of 
Free Muon!! is, with the onIer itself, a eonsideration paramount 
to the rights ofindindUaJs, or the observance of the laws: and are 
we not only to OOUIltenance in the midst of U8 their invisible power, 
baa the tIIIjUllt and ClUel exerciee of it1 ' 

But that is a question I need Bot &ak; for tJte.power exists, and 
.. thus far been 'exercised, with.t our opposition! 8BfI it 
remains to be 8880 whether it &ball cQlltinue and triumph ia!!pite 
Mit. Aldlough the aggregate number of Free Masons oo.rs but 
a IIUlaII proportien to the JI'8'lt body oftbe -coramuaity, yet it ill DGt 
to be contnmtrted that tbey enjoy the oftices of honor and profit, 
while at the nme'tiMetbey pmfees to take 1m part ill 'polities. 
Theplaee.~cupied by Free MMOllIIm an parties, show howdJeir 
profesaioDt ere to be uMerstood; appatently tbey' belong to JIG 

party, tbat thereby they may tie the I1etter enableCl tocontrel1he 
whole. HeMe it is that they are to be foun4 at \he bead of every 
party; that whatever patty p...,.ails, the affairs of govemmeat ilia}' 
balCoradaeWd by Free Muou; wbicb would Dot be the case, if 
tB'ey 'Iftre Mlown to belong to UJ' particular party. It is ~ 
this gigantic pM'er~ with aU i&& trappiDa .... that we _,10 coat_ 
It is true, we are neither armed nor disciplined for th~ battle; but 
let us not despair; we have widl U8 the moral courage, the physical 
power, and the force of principle; and it is with plell8t1re that I . 
adIl, the beat men are.every day. rebooneing Free 'Masonry 8IMl 
rallyiDg arotmd our stalldanl. With sucb aid, . altb~h the con
Mit ... y be long, the vidoTY must he certain.' , 

. Let us not, deceive ourselves: it is with rank &ad fashion, with 
power and wealth, that we have w contelidj and in such a. cOllte8t 
it is,not to be expected that the,l8lfurb, the.sycopbabtie; thesla
vish, .will ever embarkj yet the canse is worthy of &eemen ,im
pelled by the foree of principle and the sense oK injluyJ and sueh 
only will engage. The exclusive privilege of indiviUuaJs with
the prerogative of power, has held millions in bOlldage. Men Dot 
knowing that they were hom free, Qd possessed.of certaib equal 
and unalienable rights, might content themselves to li~ out a 
miserable existesce in senitade aDd chains. If\ we were of that 
degraded and ?egQaerate 'race,< Free. Masonry might flitampll bere 
as it bas done 10 ~ old ~ 'and, 'm the darbst agelt. :But as 
we ~ free'roen" With. tile Pft of reaseD. aud a ~ of oUr 
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rights, can our friends expect, Gr &ur' enemifls require, that we 
should countenance an institution founded in error? But the ques

. lion still 'recurs; is it so. 
As we hold the affirmative; let us advert for a moment to the 

mode ,of initiation, and the manner of conferring degrees, both 
of which have BOW become public. ' 

The' candidate presents himself blindfolded and naked, with 
the cable-tow about his neck, witbout any previous knowledge of 
what be is to do, or what is to be required of him; and in this 
helpless condition the dreaM.1 oath .is administered and taken. 
If the candidate should falter or hesitate, the ruffians on each side 
of him holding the cable-tow whioh is about his neck, can in n 
~ment tighten the' cord aDd extinguish him and his complaints: 
And how many noble spirits preferring death to degradation 
have been thus dispatched, the world can never ketow! Is this 
true? If it is not, it can be shown to be false by disclosing the 
($Ct. If it should be said that this would destroy the oMer, by 
rev~ the mystery, then it (01l0w8 that the seerets of Free 
Masonry were with the order itself a consideration paramount to 
the reputation of those belon" to it. If then they can live by 
Free Masonry, we must try to hve without it, and judge of it, as 
we do of other thinlls, from what we know. ' 

It is not to be questioned that worthy men have thus byduretse 
and imprisonment become Free Masons; and from the t'aet that 
many have withdrawn themselves and for years declined associat
ing with 'the order, it is evident that Free Masonry is held in de
risiOn by many and the better part of thoSe belonging to the or
der, Hence it is that the most corrupt institution is kept up and 
cOBtinued by the worst or men: And from such continuance, what 
~ to be expected? Surely. if there be any antidote it must be 
poison; if any remedy it must be death. 

For the violation of the Masonic oath, the most d~l PWl
isbment is invoked; and every subseqUent degree not only imposes 
new and additional obligations, but is a repelition of all the pre
ceding ones. Hence it is that the compunctiollli visitings of eon
science, if any, are stifled by the vile oath of profanity taken by 
evttry me~ of the order: they cannot rt'peilt-beeaose they dare 
not eottf'ess. Whatever erBneS are perpetrated, the eenclusion is 
and must be by the pefpetrators, that they bad better go on thaD 
t~ go back. Thus poor human natute is perverted _left with-
out dtfl. poWer of repentance Of hope or redemption. , . 

Ifl am right ift the view'( hve taken of Free Masonry,.tt til' 
wrong in principle a9. weH as in praetice. Yarious other new!! 
tnigItt be suggested; but I forbear. If I am t'ight, enouse has been 
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_; if I am wroog, ~otbiog that I could add would be of any 
avaiL But I caDDOt close these remarks without advertiag to 
those of my friend from Genesee, (Gen. Allen,) with whomlbave 
80 JODI aad 80 pleuantly traveDed; and I must say it is with sin
cere regret that I di.Ifer with him on this occasion; but I aye high 
authority for saying that every dift"erence of opinion is not a differ
CIlC8 of principle.· 

..... 
PROOBBDIlI98 

0/ tAt .alljaunwl Coumtiorle/ Secelir&r M_: lull lit Le Reg, JuJy 4, 18tS. 

AT an acljourned meeting of the convention of Seceding Ma
sons, held at I.e Roy, JuJy 4, 1828. SOLOMON SOUTHWICK, 

President, and DAVID BBRNARD, Clerk. 
On motion, it was resolved, that the committee appoiated to 

draft a declaration of independence from the Masonic institution, 
be requested to report. A. P. Hascall, from the said committee, 
tIlen reported the declaration. 

On motion, it W88 unanimously resoWed, that the declarati.on 
be adopted and signed. 

, • DECLARATION. 

When men attempt to dissolve a II)'stem which bas iDIIuenced 
and governed a part of commODity, and by its I pretentious to anti
quity, usefulness, and virtue, would demand the respect of all, it 
is proper to submit to the consideration of a candid and impartial 
world, the causes which impel them to such a course. We, Be

ceders from the Masonic institution, availing ourselves of our na
tural and unalienable rights and the privileges guamnteed to US

by our constitution freely to discuu the principles of our govern
ment and "Jaws, and to expose whatever may endanger the ODe or 
impede the due administration of the other, do oft"er the following 
reasons for endeavoring to abolish the order of Free' Masomy, 
and destroy its in8uence in our goyeroment. 

In all arbitrary governments free iltiuiry bas been restricted 
as fatal to the principles upon which they were based. In all 
ages of the world tyrants have found it necessary to ilbaclde the 
minds of their Bubjects, to enable them to control their actions; 
for experience ever taught that the free mind ever exerts a moral 
power that resists all attempts to enslave it. However forma of 
government heret~fore have varied, the riKht to ad &ad speak 
without a eontroDing power has never been permitted. Our an
cestors who imbibed priaciples of civil aod re1igieus liberty, fled 
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to .America to escape persecution; and when Britain attempted to 
encroach. upon the tree exercise of those principles, our fathers 
hesitated not to dissolve their oaths of allegiance to the mother 
country, and declare themselves free and independent; and exult
ing millions of freemen yet bless their memories for the deed. A 
new theory of government was' reduced to practice in the forma.
tion of the American republic. It involved in its structure prin
ciples of equal rights and equal privileges; and was based OD tho 
eternal foundation of public good. It protects the weak, restrains 
the powerful, and extends its honors and emoluments to the me- ' 
ritorious of every condition. It should have been the pride of 
overy citizen to preserve this noble structure in all its beautiful 
symmetry and proportions. But the principle of self aggrandize-

. ment, the desire to control the destinies of others, and luxuriate 
in their spoils, 'unhappily still inhabits the human breast. Many 
attempts have already been made to impair the freedom of OU1' 

institutions and subvert our government. But they have been 
met by the irresistible power of public opinion and indignation, 
and crushed. In the mean time the Masonic society 'bas been 
sileBtiy growing among us, whose principles and operations are 
calculated to subvert and destroy the great and impOrtant princi
ples of the commonwealth. Before and during the revolutionary 
struggle, Masonry was but little known and practised in this 
country. It was lost amid the changes and confusion of the con
flicting nations, and was reserved for a time of profound peace, 
. to wind and insinuate itself into every department of government, 
and influence the result of almost every proceeding. Like many 
other attempts to overturn government and destroy the liberties of 
the people, it has chosen a time when the suspicions of men were 
asleep; and with a noiseless tread, in the darkness and silence of 
the night, has increased its strength and extended its power. Not 
yet content with its original powers and influence, it bas of late 
received the aid of fo~ign and more arbitrary systems. With this 
accumulation of strength, it arrived at that formidable crisis when 
it bid open defiance to the laws of our country in the abduction 
and murder of an unoffending citizen of'the repUblic. So wicked 
was this transaction, so extensive its preparation, and so openly 
justified, that it aroused the energies of an insulted people, whose 

, exertions have opened the hidden recesses of this abode of dark
ness and mystery; and mankind may now view its power, its 
wickedness, and folly. ' , , 

That it is opposed to the genius and design of this government, 
the spirit and precepts of our holy religion, and the welf~ of so~ 
dety generally, will appear from the following considera~lons: 
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It exercises' jurisdiction over the persons and lives of citizens 
of the republic.. : 

It arrogates to itself the right of punishing its·membets for of. 
fences unknown to the laws of this or any other nation. 

n requires the concealment of crime, and protects the guilty 
lJom punishment. . 

It encourages the commission uf crime, by affording to the 
guilty facilities of escape. . 

It ,affords opportunites for the corrupt and designing to form 
. plans against the government, ~d the lives and characters of in-

dividuals. , 
It assumeS titles and dignities incompatible with a republican 

form of government, and enjoins an obedience to them derogatory 
to republican principles. 

It destroys all principles of equality, by bestowing favors on 
its own members to the exclusion of others equally meritorious 
and deserving. 

It creates odious aristocracies by its obligations to support the 
interests of its members, in preference to others of equal qualifi-
cations. • 
, It blasphemes the name, and att~mpts a personification of the 

Great JebovalJ. 
It prostitutes the Sacred Scriptures to unholy purposes, to sub-' 

serve its own secular and trifling concerns. 
It weakens the .. anctioos of morality and religion, by the mul

tiplication of profane oaths, and an immoral familiarity with reli-
gious forms and ceremonies. . 

,It discovers in its ceremonies, an unholy comminglingof divine 
, truth with impious human inventions. 

It delltroys a veneratioR for. religion and religious ordiDances, 
by the profane use of religious forms. 

It substitutes the self righteousness and ceremonies of Masonry 
for the vital religion and ordinances 'Of the Gospel. 

It promotes habits ofidlen~ss and intemperance, by its mem
bers neglecting their business to attend ita meetings and drink 
its libations. 

It accumulates funds at the expense of indigent persons, and 
to the distress of their families, too often to be dissipated in riot
ing and pleasure and its senseless ceremonies and eXhibitions. 

It contracts the sympathies of the human heart for all the un
fortunate, by confining its charities to its· own members; and 
promot~ ~he !nterests of a few a~ the expense of the many •. 

An institution thus fraught WIth so many and great evils is 
rlangerous to our gOlleJ1lJDent and the safety of our citizens, ~nd 
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is unfit to exist among a free people: We, therefore, belie~ it 
a duty we owe to God, our country; and to posterity, resolve to 
expose its mystery, wickedness, and tendency, to public view
and we exhort all citizens who, have a love of country, and a ve
neration for its laws, a spirit of our holy religion, and a regard for 
the welfare of mankind, to aid us in the cause which we have 
espoused-and appealing to Almighty God for the rectitude of 
our motives, we solemnly absolve ourselves from all aHegiance 
to th¢'Masonic institution, and declare ourselves free and inde-' 
pendent: and in support of these resolutions, our government and 
laws, and the safety of individuals, against the usurpations of all 
secret societies and open force, and against the 've~aeance' of 
the Masonic institution, 'with a firm reliance 4?Il the protection of 
Divine Providence, we mutuaDy pledge .to ea~h other,; o~r.Ji!es, . ' 
oUr fortunes, and our sacred honor." . ~.';~·, .• ,.·tW ... .-

July 4, 1828. . .,' ' .. ",,,!, • 

Sigmra oj ,ke Declaratiotl oj Indepmdmee jrtYm eke MIISfIIIic lmUIutiIin, fIIlopf~ 
at Le RII!I, July 4, 1828. 

lUlIlI8. 

Solomon Southwick, 
Da.vid Bernard, 
W. W. Phelps, 
III8C B, Barnum, 
C~hl8 A. Smith, 
J. Van Valltenlturgh, 
PWt·S. Beach, .' 
Elam Badger, 
JOlleph Hart, . 
KDeeland ToWDBmd, jun. 
Anthony Cooley, 
John G. Stearns, 
Beullen WincheD, 

Augustus P. Hucall, 

Noble D. Strong, 

John Hascall, 
RObert Earl, jun. 
James Ballard, 

Leonard B. Rose, 
~thy C. Strong, 
William Waggoner, 
Jeha AumOck, 

Herbert A. Read, 
W. Robinson, . 

BBSmllJl'ClI. 110. OlP DBaBlIlIs. . 

Albany, Four 
Warsaw, Intiniate Secretary 
Canandaigua, three 
PerringtoJl, , . four 

. S Thri WUti:io 
La Roy, twen~y-one ~r l Orderc:fi'he Cro: 
Prattsburgh, ., . . . three 
Staffeld, ,. '.. . oae 
Cazenovia, .1 :.~,,~ ':. 

Albion, , ,: , . fOur ': .' 
Le"';a+nn ... .' three~ 

~--.. • .'.(""'TfiriCe mustrio""'~' 
Le ,Roy, (Order of the CrOBS .~. .~. 

. Paris, three 
Look~rt, three 

S Thrice mustrious 
Le Roy, rOrderofthe Cross 
Aubum, seven 

S Thrice Illustrious 
Le Roy, l Order of the Cross 
Attica, one 

S Thrice IUustrious 
Le Boy, l Order of the Crosa 
Cutile, three 
Albion, four 
Lebanon, three 
LeRoy, four 

S Thrice nIustrious 
lie Boy, rOrderoftbe Cross 
SpriDgwater. three 
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Jeeee Badcock, Springwater, 
Lemuel Cook, Lewiaton, 
.ra- Gray, Le Boy, 
~~y, LeBoy, 

, Howe, Gorham, 
Samuel Pierce, Ridgeway, 
Adam Richmond, Le Boy, 
Georre W. llama, BataTia, 
Beajamin Cooley, Sta1JOrd, 
John Joelen, Wheatland, 
A. F. Albright, Wheatland, 
Fayette Crollll, Wheatland, 
EIiu Coeley, Le Boy, 
Olney F. Rice, . Gorham, 
Warren Kneetand ' Sempronius, 

~: ~ 
Noah B. '- ,,' . ' ~~gton, 
Truman J. Wilild, : '. ,' 'O\l~n, 
Edwar4'~, RoehCSter, 
Abram Cho~, RociIester, 
Richard. Hollimer; Le Bby, 
Amoe E. HUtchW, I.e Boy, 
Henry Con~~, Covington; 
PUCIill D. Webb, Le Boy, 
Daniel Bowley, 
,Tonathan .J, BarloW', , ,Bethany, 
Mills' :4. verill. ' Bethany, 
oah(nge~Jl, , Albion, 

Chapma,n J,l, llwtey, ,; Npraiaguat 1.urCgOh·, 
Auren Da~ " , , " " rattsbt 

, , Fre<le' (k F~ ' " Attica, 
~, ioeL~~ner: ,." .' Barre, 
.' !III ri ShacJdl!re, :' ,< ';>\ Barre; 
• " . J 'a han K,,t d: '/ • " jJmtavia, 

,', ' ,·Set M, Gates, '," l;e Boy, 
: David Reed, Hopewell, 

Willard Smilll. Adalllll, Jefferson co, 
Solomon Barker.. Gates, 
Oreon Nichoson, Albion, Orleans co. 
.T. K. Brown, Barre, 
Enos Bachelder, Le Boy, 
Stephen Robinson, Springwater, 
Robert McKely, Clarence, 
John Law, Le Roy, 

Two 
three 
three 
four 

seveD 
three 

seven 
three 
three 
three 
three 
tlmle 
three 
three 
three 

S three regular and 
~ three hOllOruy 

BeYeIl 

three 
four 

seven 
six 

fourteen 
three 
three 
three 

tea 
three 
t.luee 
two 

three 
three 
three 

twain 
three 
three 
seven 
tbre6 
three 

two 
four 

Isaac s. Fitch, JamestoWD, 
Hiram Cornell, Jamestown, Chaut4uque co. 
Asa Turner, Jamestown, Chautauque co. 
Samuel Ledyard, Pultneyville, 
John Smith, Prattsburgh, 
Benjamin F, Welle!, Pultncy, 
Anson Hinman, Pike, Allegany co. 
Samuel D. Greene, Batavia, ' 
Chester Coe, Bennington, 
Theodore Hooker, Ducbess co. 
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Rlijah N61'thup, . 
~:~T~:n:bom, 
David Snow, 
,Jolm Tom1inson, 
Fiatha" M,m,', 
:F,atha~ Town;;~d, 
Andrew Couse, 
K%,us$eR 
fr'h1egm'."imy 
\\To ~o EdsOl~ 
navld Mill"T. 
.Tames fr'nlfe, . 
George W. Blodgett, 

~~~T~~~:' 
Darius Sprague, . 
Joeeph Cochran, 
Ficcutt Hyde, 
William Hyde, 
Pbinehas Smith, 
Tund T,nbox, 

Hollis Platt, 
Horm,nBenK%,K%" 

457 
Pine ,Plllins, Dutchess co. 
Painted Post. 

Five 
,'even 
T"brell 
three 
,threo 
"even 
seven 
three, 

Aubin", . 
Covington, 
StaflOrd, 
Walee, Erie 
Batavia, 
Cazenovia, 

g::::::: 
Batavia, 
Bata,i", 
Elb~, ' 
Le lioy, 
Le ROi. 
Verm,;i;t, 
Vermont, 
V~rmont, 
Verm,,,,t, 
Vermont, 
Vennont, 
Verl""lnt, 

LeRoy, 
Guilfnrf, 

hvo 
on" 

lhre'T 
two 

three 

, '~'hrice Illustrious 
t Order of the Oross 

seven 

The conv~.ntion th~n adjourned uotil four o'cloclc,P. M. to 
EtTeet the,,',esbytfr'nan houlYlY. 

Met according to adjournment: Elder Bernar,!l ~ddressejl"'the 

:E;~;f2E~=~;;'+;;a~l 
convention was opened by prayer. • ',' . . 

ir! ~:~~, O~~~1~~~:~~;:~~1~;:~::~~;v:,b~~~:iT, ':1:~~0~' 
the states ofVerm~nt, Con~ecticu~, Penii.s~(y.ania, New Jers~y: 

'In,,,.,,,,,. statmg thfr'r It mCnfr'fr'enilYflt atteeding this 
season tbe year, and brom so great a distance, and requesting 
-copies of the new declaration of indeflendence, nfr'd oth!l' pro· 
,:reedFfr'bs, fm'"ard"b to fur their i3i3ncOOzt. Dnlegatet± hi'om 
ten counties in this state, attended the convention and signed 

;r~ dni3la:~;T;l;·ei~:j'r~!~:~~~. perlYDl1S attending tbe cnk1ven· 

On motion it was then resolved, That the committec of fifteen" 
l~pt:loEnted at tbe sitting of th~ eomk1l)tioTT, to pmpare up~ 

f per degreeil of Masonry, be requested to report. 
, '!'he committee fbnn r'fr'nrteh the zkbom the MtlTrer's 

thn nod i~nludii36 the Arch, which wcco 
pp 
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read: Whereupon, it was resowed by t:10 M.asons . prese:.t 
who bad received these several degrees, tbal they ·nre substan
tially correct. It was then resolved by the convention, tbat the 
report of the committee be accepted, and ttie said degrees pub~ 
lished to the world. [See the degrees in this book.] 

The convention then adjourned for one hour. 
, 1\let pursuant to adjournment, and received tbe further report 
-Gfthe committee of fifteen, as fellows-The degrees of knight
hood, to wit, Knight of' the Red Cross, Knight 'rempl.r, Knight 
of Malta, Knight or the Christian Mark and Guard of the Con
clave, Knigbt of the Holy' Sepulchre, and the order of IUustrious. 
Most Illustrious, and Thrice Illustrious Council of the Knight~ 
of the Holy Crolli" 'J,'hey were then read and resolved by the 
knights present;· numbers of whom had receive~ these several 
degrees, to be substantially correct: Whereupon it was 

Refol"ed by the con.venlion, Ttiat the degrees be· published 
to the world. [See the degrees in this book. J 

Buol"ed, That Solomon Southwick, David Bernard, Richard 
HolliJIter, Willard Smith, Herbert A. Read, John Hascall, -and 
Samuel D. Greene, be a committee to prepare. prefaee to, a~d 
superintend the publication of, the ~egrees adopted by this con-
ventlOD. ' , 

Miles B. Lampson, Seth M. Gates, and A. P. Hascall, were 
then appointed a committee to draft resolutions expressive of the 
sel)timenu of this convention.' .. , 

: 'the cmumittee· retired 0. short time, when Mr. Gates trom 
1IiIi~ committee reporttld the following: ' 

tlelOl"eil, That however beneficial secret'societies may have 
been considered in tbe' dark ages of the w"rld, as bondS of union 
and shields of protection' to the members against tbe violence f)f 
the times; yet lD tliis,enl~htened age and country, where tbe pri
vate rights and the civil liberty of our citizens are g~nteed by 
a free constitution, and nn impartial administration of justice, 
they became not only useless to their members, but dangerous to 
the government. ' 

B~sol"ed, That the order of Free Masonry is a sysfem tlf' 
slavish despotism, calculated to break down the. pride and spirit 
.f freemen, and thus render them fit subjects of despotic power. 

Resolved, 'rhat whatever may.bc our predilections 'for the 
prominent candidates for the presidency, nnd whatever part we 
as individuals may see fit to take iu national politics, we consider 
the overthrow and destnlction of the' Malonic institution os 
'WhoUy disconnected therewith, and of vastly paramount impor.. 
tance-:thnt this convention would view'tIoitb tbe'most undissem-
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hied feelings af regret, any attempt to render the honest indigna
tion existing' ~~ainst t~e institutio~ subservient to ~he. views .of 
uny 'of the polittcal parties of the day-that we unhesitatingly diS
claim all intention of promoting. party views or politic III purr-0~es . 

. ResoC'Dcdj 'fhat the M.asonic obligations, especially tho,c of 
the Knight of the Christian Mark and Guard of the Com'lave, 
and the Knight·of the Holy Sepulchre, are of the most hlaspheo' 
mOUS nilture; and we cannot but deliver our sentiments in un-
qualified termS against them. . , 

Resowed, That the Committee 'of Publication be also a C cntral' 
CQrresponding Committee; and be authorized to convoke Ihc Con
vention of Seceding ~Iasons, if at any time ~ shall be deemed 
expedient. ,.' 

.. Resoltled fJnG'Aimo,~l!l' That the thanlts of this convention be 
presented to SQlomon Southwick, for the masterly and eloquent 
addr~s delivered yesterday by appointment of this cORvention
and that to prevent the work from being garbled by the fraternity, 
..()r its. agents, he be requested to secure a copy right and publish 
the·same. . 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be telMlered to 
the president and secretary thereof, for the assiduous and able 
.ananner il,l which they.have performed the duties devolving upon 

. "them. during the siuing of the convention. 
Tho SaDm obeing severally rea.lland considered, were _u~~i

',nousl, ndOeted-when tile cffmentioQ adjOtJrnelfsme °i1ie. 

NOTE. The artillery of the rratcrnitj. hill! beeu unceasingly diseh:lrgcd 
'upon the members or ibis convention. Mr. Child, the editor of the Albany 
'Ma80nie Record, 'the only hebdomadal fmper devoted to the cause oj Ma
/lOury in tile, 'United States,' .\;laB 11'1!01'6 than intimated that they were a set 
of vagabond book 'Masons, who. would run togetiler with no better views 
than to get a good .dinner Tree of .exJ.lCnsc, and get decently drunk to boot, 
h7 renouncing what they Ime,w notliing nlrout. The same gentlemllo, with 
In&lIS1lal regard fol' trutil, politanO!!, and elegance of diction, Inettti(lns them 
8S a set of pel.~ demagoguellassembled to make or adopt a mock imita
tion?f tho original declaration of indepen~enoo. Tho day, however,' has 
happily PlIl!sed when such grace~ess cal!1lDnlato1'8 c&nlgall Cl'edeoce; 
, These men fo~ed. a c?nventlon, ~Vhl~b, ror talents and respectability, for 
.real worth and standmg 10 communlty,.IS 1'ILI"ely equalled in conventional or 
~eliberative bodiI!s. There are of:those ~ names appear above, three 
JU~~CB of co~ty courts, seven minlSt~~ of the G~pel in regularstallding in 
theIr rcspe<:tlve churches, three pr;u;tlSlOg attoTmes at law, two physicians, 
find four edItoril of newspapers, beSIdes several justices of the peace and 
postlliUters. They are IICllttered fIirough tlltr western part of the slate of 
:N~ ,Yer~ ~bd °maay 01". 'are ext~vllly kpown. The, need not eve~ 
thIS feeble tubute at respect pf the c"mpller, to ,t:$tabJish or promulgate. then: 
<!haracters. The beneficial effects of the' doings of that convention. Will be 
experienced and doly appreciated, whIm their calumniato1'8 shall qUJetly re. 
pose with the institutitm of Free Masonry in the tomb offorgetfulness. 
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ORA.TION OF BE'BBEaT A.. BBA.D, ESQ. 
pronl1lmUrllll Lt Ro" July 40 1~, to CIII u,tmhly qf """'i OM tAauaa4 JIt!'fOII$. 

WEare .usembled for no ordinary purpose, and to celebrate 
no common eyent in lbe history of the world. . The object is no 
less than to dealroy an iutiltltion which has aecretll fastened it
self upon the republic; whose principles are at vanaDce with tbe 
first and unalie .. ble rights of man. An institution, which, unfIcr 
the garb of morality, teaches and encourages the grossest i~o
ralities. AD institution professing to be the handmaid of religiou; 
who. ceremonies are blasphemies and impiety, and which hu been 
emphata:a1ly the IChooi of infidelity. An institutioB profesaiDg 
to teach its memb81'8 .objection to tbe laws of our country; but 
which baa set at defi.ance the laws both of God aud of man
destroyed the sanctity of domestic life-tom asunder the tender 
tiell of humanity-in a word, sactiligiously trampled upon the 
dearelt rights of Ameriean t'reemeo; and to conceal ita own im
llious pri.ciplea abel blasphemous ceremoaies, has stained its 
kingly robes with the blood of a free citizen. Such, feUowciti
"ODS, is the object of our meeting. The eveDt w. celebrate is 
the birthday of a nation-the 1int dawn of the polaF star which 
shall guide all nations to the barbor of pure and legitimate m. 
dom-the redomption of a patriotic people from bondage: an 
event unparalleled in the history of the world. To coD&empbde 
the conduct of a brave and magaanimous people, who, at a tlme 
when monarchy and despotism were the only govemme~tB ill 
existence, and the strong arm of pow.er was exerted against them
in defiance of all the powers of kings and emperors threw .. all 
aUegiaace to tyrants: declaring that they were, aDd of right CJUlbt 
to be, free and independent; and sellied the declaration with their 
blood; and thus, upon the firm and immutalile basis of equal rights, 
established a free government. We are assembled ie conte .. 
plate this stupendous work, and lay the foundation for ~ e.,Be 
overthrow of the Masonic institution. Heretofore the objeet hils 
been merely to celobrate it as a day in which our fathers eman
cipated t)lemselves from foreign power: but we this day have 
the twofold purpose of reverting back to that period, and to oVer
throw aU bUemal enemies, that we ma,. in very deed be diseD
thraDed and redeemed from aU things which impede the graad 
and triumphllnt march of liberty. Who, among us, whose heart 
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baa .. not high. at such prospects! Who that has witnessed the 
sUlTOIHlding gloom which has overspread this western section, 
but. now ",joice at the diJpel1ing of the clouds, and the brigbt 
protpect before Qsl As freemen jealous of your liberties, re
joice in the anticipation of that day woen the institution which 
baa prouclly bid detiaoce to the public opinion....:..which bas exulted' 
in its own damning deeds, and insulted the majesty of the laws, 
shall be swept from our land aDcUeave not a wreck behind: Tbe 
book of ber mysteries win be opeoed:-ber hidden abomination. 
exposed-her profime altars will be overtbrown-her poisy revels 
will nolenger greet our ears-het: covers will be opened to the 
gaze of the uaioitiated: for her iniquities have called for retribu. 
rive justiee. The voice has not·be~n in vain. Freemen have 
userted tbeirdear bought rigbts, anci Masonry vnnisbed like mist 
before thUUJk , 

A brier history of the eventful. period we now celebrate, and 
of the characters engaged in our revolutionary struggles, may not 
be unneoessary to nerve our arms in' defence of those principles 
"'bich 01U' fathers so manfully estab~ished hy: their. sufferings and 
privations. They were men stamped with ~e principles of liberty 
by the God of nature. Driven (rom their homes and their land 
of nativity by those who should.bave been their protectori!~' after 
.. Wering from the, hardsbipsof a long tempestuous voyage, they 
establisbecttbemselves in this western world for the enjol'ment 
of civil and religious liberty, the natural birthright of man. Many 
were the sufferings and-great the pri .. tiODS.they were destined to 
experience; but men whe for the enjoyment of rational liberty had 
deserted their former,.reeidence, and broken asulldel' the endear
ing tie. of relationship, were not to be driveD from.their purpose, 
nor hatlled io.their attempts bysnch trials.. They saw in pros
pective the blessings which their labors would purcbBse, if Dot 
for them, forrutore generations., This supported them in all their 
trials, allCi stimulated, to.greater· eJfertioos.. Tbeir labors wenh 
erowned.withsuccess. A. new world sprang. into existeDce, apd . 
&bat liberty they had so· anlently toiled for, richly compeDsate4 
them for dleir.suft'ering.: Such characters as the settlers of North 
America, are wortby. our hig~t ad~ion. A.iniclst the bard; 
ships and auft'erings of that period, tbey ~ere not unmindful at 
their desceridanta and the future iohabitan.. of the Dew world. 
While struggling against the rigor of a. new climate, engaged iJt 
repelling the·attacks of their savage euemies, they laid a bro ... 
and deep fouadation for the future ci~ and religious li~rty ~ 
1bi8 westem cootiDent. But soon the coJomes bad new ddlic~ 
tiPs to enc:oUllU:. I) After the saVage fires ...... re, .(~~is~.n4. 

~.~ ,. . 
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ihe nr noap had ceased toarone them, and.after su\le8ing 
the wilderness, agriculture; manufactures, and temme~e, lIleadiiy 
advanced. The colonies were in an unparalleled' Btate of im
provement, and exhibited a determination of aelftl imlepemfence. 
The suspicion' and jealousy of the mother country'W •• aroused, 
and such acts were enacted as tellded to pIlfIllyze the elTon. of 
this enterprising country; burdens were imposed, tyranoieall'aws 
enforced, and a cOOtse was pursued by tlte mother country which 
had a direct tendency to bring the colonie. into actual depen
dence upon· and subjection to he~ authority. But that spirit wNch 
bp,d subdued tbe wilderness; repelled the s~Vlige foe, which had 
in fact suffered all the difficulties of the new settlement for the 
enjoyment of civil and religious liberty, was not to be trushed. 
even in infancy, without an effort for presertation. AlthOugh 
not all the actual settlers of this new world, yet tile 8~riD«a of . 
their rathers were fresh in their memory, and ,tbey, exhibited a de
tennination not to disgrace their noble sires. Long they suffered 
From the oppression heaped upon them, before even a lIuIBJur of 
complaint was beard'. Encouraged by such compli8llee, new 
acts of oPllression were enae{ed, and the old ones enforced with 

·tte" rigor. Yet still such was the deference tbey paid to Eng
land, instead of repelling it with force and aaserting their rights 
at.the mouth of the cannon, a remonstrance against those acta, 
nnd a petition for'redress of grievlUlce, were the OBIy measures 
pursued bl the ~olonies. 

8upposmgtbisdeference to be sorvile IPobmission-tbat ill the", 
destitute situation., wittrout arms, without aD army or a re~eaue to 
raise or support one, they were incapable of resisting their'supe_ 
rior force: without the least regard for tbe, welfare of their \awful 
"Subjects, the mother country persevered itt her course, and at
tempt'ld to subject the' colonies at aU hazards and make them 
subseF\'ient to ber interest afone. In this they reckoned without 
their host. The spirit of liberty had not iOr-saken· the western 
,,'orld. Although they were willing. to be dutiful subjects, they 
.,..ere unwiUing to be slaves.' The toils, sufieringtl, privations, 
and conflicts which they had already encountered _ ottercome, 

""ere nut forgotten;' neither were they.to be in win. Aftel' re
'Ulonstrance and petition had 'failed, then was al'OUlJed the .pilit 
,of their sires; then were tbeywiHing10 bazata 1beir all-ill.defence 
Ie( that freedom wt.icb they hac! so Mxieaslf' 8&ugbt., On the 
.,'lM~~ble 4th of lui}', 17'16, appealing· to -tile' author or. tI,aeir 
"i$tence Dnd the God of, armies for the reetit'tUle or. -tlteV COB

"dttet they de~lared themse1vesme andi~ pled8iog 
~r1i'es, then' fortunes, and their sacmboDM;·te support that 
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declaration. What an eVentful period was that when men. bear
ing, the impress of. the. heavenly gift of liberty, tbrew off all alle
¢ance to the mother country, declaring the most PQwerful nation 

. in' the world; iB war, fl1emies; in, peaee, friends. The history is 
tOf1welJ known to require from me a minute,.tail. . 

,A, colony d~titute of eVery means·to carryon a warfare with
outm army, arms, or ammunitioil, yet trustitrg to the rigbteousl;tells 

, of her cause, unfurls the banDers of freedom and lllvites her vo
taries to rally round her standard and'be free, 0l' sacrifice their 
lives in the conflict. • The. caB was Dot ,in vain: the angel of 
1iberty bad not taken his flight from the world. The patriotic sons 
of America hearthti call and leave all other concerns and fl.y to 
the battle-field. 'fhe 'Condict for independence was long and 
arduous; bllt liberfy, civil and, religious, was the reward of their 
labors. The prou4 empire who refuSed to. hear the remonstrance 
of Del' children, was,compelled to acknowledge them' of age and 
capable of governing themselves. The conflict over, and the 
din of battle no' more beard ,vitbin our borders, with rapid strides 
America.emetged from. her former' obsCtlrity and took her stand 
amo.ng the nations of the earth': Although scattering clouds at 
:times obSC1lred the political horizOIJ, they were soon dispelled,and 
liberty with its cheering rays dispeosed its blessings upon 'this 
.])atriotic people. The arts Imd sciences dispensed ,their rich 
blessings. Manufactures were encouraged; the fruits of the 
soil amply repaid the husbimdman for his labors, and every 

.. sea was soon visited with thehanner of the United States. 
Her settlements were extended, and the wilderness 'budded 
.aud blossomed like the rose;' our country 'grew in- strength and 

. ,foretold her'future greatness., England, retaining her former jea
. 'l0U5y~.lIIItly fearing she might diminish the lustre of ber erown
,saw the e::mmple she already set to, other natiODS to throw oft' aI •. 
legiance to sovereigml and be fioee--baseLy iosulted our flag and 
,infringed upon, the dearest rights of Americans. The impress
ment 8f American seamen. into the sel'Viceof a foreigD power 
was., and justly too~ eonsidereda ilUfficient cause to again appeal 
to arm!! for the protection of OUr privileges. The din of battle 
sgainresounded through our land; The horrors of Will' were 
,again experienced; lmt the proUd monarch was again compeRed 
to aeknowledge the'SQlJreDlacy of American arms, anel to respect. 

,the AmeriCllD 8.ag~ 'na bonor of America waS advanced by this 
, appeal. to arms, and the jullf: rights of ~e U nited ~tat~. was 
reeogDlzecL Our atu ~8d banner was waMd .• I) triumph, 
aod all nation» of'the world COIIIpelled to re8pOOt it. . Peace W68 

agaio mstored, 8!Hl'dIe visible proiperity.ofthe republic .. d ... ancecl 
WUlincteased rapidity.. ' 
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While the patriots of the revolutioil and the sages of Ameriea 
were resting in security, proud of the triumpbant' Qlareh of· free 
prineiples and equal rights, supposing the free institutiGIIS of 
America were fixed upon those inimitabltl priaciples which the 
revolution of empii'ea could never eftect; &' secret society wu 
slowly. but with· a steady and determiaed- step, pf!II8essing itself 
with all the power and danger of IIlOD8.I'Chs. . A1though prover. 
bially' jealous of their liberty and ever watchful' or open-.enemies 
and foreign powers, atill they nft'erM a· seeret- combiDalim.to· 
increase in strength, numbers, ~ power, UDtiI it had ~me-the· 
lOost powerful combination mthe worlcLTbe" Inquisition of 
Spain, with aU its teirors and power, poese88e8 less meaDS to 
euzry into executioB its designs. Secret societies -of dilel'eBt 
kinds have at variouB periods attempted to arise;. but the power. 
(ul voice of public opiDion lias stopped their JI'OgIeSB on theverJ 
threshold of their existeoce. A sdeiety composed of the veterans 
of the revolution, whose professed. object wu too cominue those 
offices of kindness which bad beea so often admiDistered in.their 
struggle for independence. and· keep' in remembranee th818 try- . 
ing Bcenes, created such jealousy, and called forth theeuergies 
of the sages to such an extent, that the society.· !IOOD'dwindled 
away. Although pUblic opinion was so. strong as to stop the • 
progress. of soch Il society, composed of· members who had been 
tried in the hour of amersit1. and had not:been fOUnd wanting
men of t1terling integrity and. unyieldiog patriotism; yet the· Ma~ 
flOniC institution has so artfully concealed its real principles, &at,-, 
it bas' extended itself over. the U mon, iocreased its members to an 
.nIarming number, accumulated funds to an enomious aDlOU1lt, 
}IOSseSSing rneaua to learn its eneInies, and power to punish them. 
Although the productioa,of a, foreign power, and cleriviDg its au-

. thority from foreign lorfls, still the American republic has softereIi 
it to increase to its present gigantic size, \IDtil the,r openly-boast 
ef possessing sufficient power of ChOO8iDg the· afficers, and 
directing the government of the United' States. So powerful· 
does this society consider itself; that its member. ubluehUtgly 
teU the. citizens of Americir; 'You have a seem tltOOiety. existing 
among you whose power and' inftueDceis so great that-the govern
ment itself cannot put it down; nsy, ,the world in IUID8t cannot 
suppress it.' This is no picture of fuley; neither are the shad .. 
toobigbly colored. It it their own iDlultiDg ~ to Ueemen~ 
openly declared. and published to tbe.:WorJd... To show· distiactly,. 
'What they conC81ve-te he the power1lDdm8ueIlO8.oftheir society, 
permit me to ex~~ from a. public adGreBfl delivered by ORe or' 
their devoted subjects on one·of &heir festive cia,.. M\er de
lIeribin, its pretended origin and its vast increase of 1l1I1Dber, -. 
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"claiJns-'Wbat is Masonry nowl Itis powerful I It comprises 
men of rank, wealth, oftiee, and talent, in power and out of power, 
and that in almost every place where power is of any importaDee; 
and it comprises-among the other class of community to the lowest, 
in large numbers, and capable of being directed by the efforts of 
others, 110 as to have the force of coneert throughout the civilized 
world. They are distributed, too, with the meau ofknolling each 
other, and ~e meaDS of keeping secret, and the means of co-ope
'rating--in the desk, in the 'legislative hall, on the bench, in every 
gathering of men, of business, inevery party of pleasure, in every 
enterprise.of government, in every domestic circle, in peace and 
in war, among its enemies and friends, in one place as weU as 
,another; 110 pGwerful indeed is it at this time,'that it fears nothing 
from violence, either public or private; f9r it has every m~ans to 
leam it in season; to counteract, defeat, and punish it. The 
power of the Pope has been IIOmetimes friendly and sometimes 
hostile. ' Suppose now, the opposition of. either sbouI,l arouse 
Masons to redress its grievuoos. The Jesuits with their con
niDg miFt eall on the holy brotherhood, and the holy bi'otheJb.ood 
on the holy alliance, and they might all ~e, too, and in vain. 
For it is too late to t~k of the propriety of continuing or suppress
ing Masonry ~ after the time to do 110 has gone by; &0 good or 
bad the world moat take it as it it. Think of it, laugb at it, hat9 
it, or d~pise, it,. suD it is not oob' what I have told you, but it will 
continue to be-cmd 1lle world in ann. C~ &top it-a poWerful 
.ilastitution. '. 

Such, fellow citizens, is the description of the inftuence and 
power of the MaIIOoiciDstitution,by· ODe of its orators, and pub
lisbecl to. a public of freemen. An institution whose members 
have been supported and protected by the laws of this republic, 
,until it !Ulsumes its, preseat enormous power, and now bids de
filmce to t)le government which has fostered them in its bosom, 
and aUemQted to give the deadly sting. 'Sludl it be said that in 
a free government which professes to distribute justice equally 
upon all, whether higb or low, rich or poor, we have an institution 
which, in the lquage of a bravado, boasts that its atreDgtl1 is so 
great that even the govel'DOlellt itseJf is unable to put it down; 
that it is too late to talk or \he propriety of OOIltinuiag or suppress
ing MaSonry; 110 good or bad the world must take it as it is! Yes, 
fellow citizens, we have an institution within our borders an~ in 
the midst of us. composed of citizens of. free government, which 
proudly boast that the 'Jesuitswi~ aU their CUDDing, the Pope, tho 

-;Q;;tion of Brainud, before UI)!on Lodge, New London, Connecticut~ 
JlUlcM,l8H. . 
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comDiaed force of E1U'Op6an mOJUll'C~·a1l concentrated; nay.thtt 
world in. anDS,'caonot stop its progress; that it will cOlltWue to be 
what it DOl{ is, a powerful instituUou. '. . 

Freemen of America! have you been fruthful guardians of your 
liberties, to permit this irultitutiol) to ·assume .such powers? .Are 
you new faitbfuls8Dhnel.,·andwill you .allow thiS 50eiety to make 
iitrther progressl This boast of ·theirS was not ~ idle tale, told 
to amuse a few fanatical bearers,' but ~ a trQe and faithful por
trait of the. power MuoD8 ai:tuaIly believed ilieir institution to 
possess. This declaration was made a.n.l published. to ~ wodd 
in 1825, when it was uakuown their' fOl'Ce would rElq\,lilo. ~oncen· 
tration to pollaesa·the foIce' of' eQPCeJt throug~ the civilized 
world, to their proudiDstitution. The. disastl'OUiJ eYeDts of Sep
tem~or, 1826, ehow c;onelusivell this was not the fancy of ODe 

wild brained. member, but the opauiwl of the whole MasoDic bo. 
dy. . They learned its enOlO1t and ex.rci~d the power to COURter

act, defeat, aud pupish it. The magazine of Niagara tells· the 
tale of their pwlisbmeotj .but may HeaveJl avert the· disastrous 
evont or their countel'llctWg all its· enemies. .A brief history of 
this institution,' together with its profettseci objects, .and a tlelinQa. 
tion of its tnll~ principles, may not at t8ia . time -be· uaapprOpriate. 
To deceive its votariesand<.allore thpuiJauspeefing.into its snares, 
this institution aUempts to trace its origin to the 1!ulieJlt period of 
existencej thIlt it wu the &ift 0{ God; to man; &bat- iJB ~egular or
gaDization _~ by men inspired of"betmli tG aJDdi~ 
t~o eondi~on of man, and smooth _ his path thro~,h his ~a, 
uonary eXlBtenee. Some assert It to-'be the hitBdmiiicJ ofreligioq. 
given as an auistaot to poiot man 10 his. duty'here, and a sure 
way of gainUlg admittance to the abode of happiness, or l\luoni. 
cally speaking, 10 the. Grand UJdge above. . They _Ve heaped 
a mountain of. prcteosioDS ·upon· it, and o~r. :no. proofs ~ support 
their assertions but Masonie traditions, which· are too' absurd 1!l 
be listened to iJt rDflmenta of reSectiOn. N.y, 1\0 absurd are 
many of theirtradi~onal histories, . that the- greatest deyotee* to 
Masonry bas ·been cOlllpellediri bis:public.acldresseato proDI)UI'lCe 
them as absurd;cOntradiatory, and ridiculOUllj-; 80 · .... ch.so, that 
the candidate can,- from tllat.HolyBo'ok upon lVhiell she recpsii-es 
her members to swear allegisAce; p.'o\'8 them·to.he·d1!ceptiods of 
the basest kind •. -As· weD; nys:he, oiigQt' we- belie1e d1at the sun 
uavels round the .earth~ of the-.e8.rtb ·round the sa, as 
to·belim:e in.alHhe ~()DgrUities;wJUch·are fa. ia the lodges, 
[symbolic degrees.] Yet 'so sueeesllfidly _ "slso . triimpeted 

'" See Daleha's OmtiOD, p. 43, Sovereign ~ Ge~elal. 
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lbrth ber own praise, 80 .completely.~ she shrouded herself in 
mystery,. that a ~ajority of her lubjects.bave beea last to ascer
tain her real origin; ~d for that very. Alason suppose she must 
be ancient; and· kave claimed as her. suppOt1ers the kings (,)f Is-. 
rael, the prophets, saints, and apostles, for no other possible rea- . 
son than Masonry bas so instructed them. Masonry; it is true, 
is ancient, as the laying of brick and stone to form a habitation for 
man; but dIe supporters of speculative Free ~Iasenry despise so 
humble an origin for their mistress, and assert·the word from 
which their institution de1'ives its name, means. those initiated' into 
the sacred mysteries.. The. true history of ~onry is this:-A 
society of honest mechanics was formed with established rules to 
go~ern theJll~lveil in ~ontraeling f~r work, and also for governing 
thinr apprentIces and Journeymen, or Fellow Crafts. Every sym
bol and artiele of clothing of the present day show this conclu
sively.. Whence do they derive the origin of their apron, trowels, 
plul'nblines, gavel, &e. ·if not from opmtive masonsl What do 
thousand! of their members know of the technical terms of this 
laboring class of men, S1JeA as the entablature, the plinth, the die, 
and eiJrbasel In the mouth of operative masoDil ~y have an im
portant meaning; but, 'in die, mouth· of a member' of speculative 
Free. Mos'onry who.' is initiated .iDto the sacred mystery, they 
mean nothing. 

In the years' 1 716 and Ion '7 an attempt. was successfully made 
to convert this system intospeeulati~ }'ree MIIIIQIJJy; and whea 
at leagth many of difterel\t' trades were admitted, they raised it 
above its wlgar origin and attempted to load it with preten&ions 
of honor and antiquity: 'the records and constitution were.com
mitted to the flo.mes that ,they might not give a lie to their asser· 
tions. Three degrees only Were then invented, and these wero 
in 1720, passed inta the diffilrent nations having communication 
With Gn;at Britain. At this time her historians are capable ot' 
giving the name of the 'Grand Master, the date of the warrant to 
it year, and the place where it was sent. . Do they pthe dates 
of warrants or the operation of this society previous 110 tbisl They 
are as silent as the grave from the days of king Solomon down to 
1'71'7,. Could they not have given the history with the same ac
curacy, previous! Tire first intro4oetion of Ma"lOdry into America 
was by a warrant granted by the Ript 'Honorable and Most Wor
!lhipful Anthony-Lord Viscount Montague, Graad Master, &c. 
dated April 80, lrd3~ aod the first-lodge ever held in America wa~ 
m Boston, thIly, 1 '733. This lodge granted ten .warrants for otbE'l' 

* Smith, p. 35. Hale's Speculative Mulmy. p. 15. 
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lodgea ill diBiIrot parts of d.e colODies. .Al~ 'Masonie biiJ. 
tOl1 was oarefiJ)'to give the days in Which the lodges met in after 
years, yet her bi8tcIriaDa.we DO aecount of her pftJIftIIB for a num
ber of years. In 1786 a grant was given by aaotber 'irMImchaI 
to hold a lodge 'in the same place of the former; Be mach was the 
society in its. infucy at this time· that no ~ nile or or
fJ8DizatiOD was formed, and aD iDfriogement was here -.de open 
their estahliabe4 cuatoma. The nat meeting of the IlOciety 
which.they give tID IICCOUIlt ofwas in Deeember, 1769;..wbeo, the 
historian asaertB, was celebrated the teetival of the Bvangetist 
iD due form. A ~ of tbirty-aix years baa elapsed since 1he 
formation in America of the society claiming reJati,onehip with the 
apostles, ere they tb6upt of commemorating the birthday of their 
Christian patron. This is the first celebratioo of tat day, within 
my imowledp, 011 record. Little or no mention is made of the 
progress of ligIat uatil 171'1, when a DeW lodge was formed. Is 
so little repute WIllI the ldCiety held in that da" that it feD into 
disrepute: oace, DO less tban three .regular formati0D8. are men
tio_ But is 1783 a c"""DiMee was appointed to draft resblu
tioaa ~.r the power and authority of the Grand Lodge. 
Tlaus we GM, 6,. tlaouantllleven huadred and tbiIty-tbree yeats 
after ita ~ ui8teace, a aociety claiming Solomon, kiDgof 
Israel, for their Grand Maatef-and WIder whose patronage a re
gular organization wa.fonaed-a ..,.., which they pretend bas 
cootinued the ... in every .. whose replar or CODStitutioual 
;:ers were IIOt dehed-its pow .. 1ftIfe DOW establiabe4, and 

oary alowly uteDdecl itael£ . 
Until the DiaeteeDth ceaturyMuomy made bat little progress 

in America; but the. is recorded its rapid ., ... O~ t\le United 
States. Not a viUap couW make ·itilappearuce in 4he rider
neas, but some Ill ..... wouW eIIJlabIiIh·a: lodge, te give IHm8eIf and 
bretbrea an lIIlIiu, advaatage 0¥eI" the common ci~ AI- ' 
though the Muooic .steriana .with. .minuteness relate the f8t'licti
lara of the fonnatioa of the first lodp·ia A~eMa, givu., the date 
of the fint warrant and the IIJU8e .of the indiriclual ~ the 
same, with all his Masonic ud ci.YiJ tides, he .giftl& the IIaD18 of 
no one who.tands lUI go4fatIler to a chapter. No wammt·WIlII 
ever graated by any pewer to boW a -chapter in America. The 
Masonio Iaistory of this degree in ~ -country is.ery.short. It 
commencee In' saying, 'Previous W 1'197 no GraocI Cbapter of 
·.aoyal Arch :M88OIl8 'WIllI ever 0Ip1lizefJ in ~: previously 
~a competent Dumbe~ of cODl~Oas uarIer· the .aaoction of a Mas---
1er's warrant, exercised the right of Royal Arch Masons.' 

It cannot be unlmown to·the public that a ·Master's WU.l'8nl 

Di9ltizedbyGoogle. 



LJGllT ON ¥'ASQtlll.Y!. 469 

eamot authorize work {as Masoas say} beyond tlwee degrees. 
Yet.a number of men, under the sanction of such a wanant, exer
ase the authority of eonferriog four more clegree. than their war
rant authorizes. Can it be posSible that degrees founded -. tile 
dap of Solomon, which in its traditio». traces· eve~ whiob 8CTo 

curred· at the building of the temple, which contains important se. 
crets hid from the world for the period of . seven hundred years, 
had no regular form of government, no proper manner of confer
riag its favonl1 The whole truth is" these degrees are an inno
vation on what Masons call ancient Free MasoDl'Y. Its intro
duction . called forth animadversions from the warmest supporter 
of Masonry. The first fonoation, I believe, was of HOI'odim 
Chapter, in 1787. Mr. PrestOft in his first editions makes no 
mention of any degrees above the Master, but in hls later he 
mentions the formation of this' chapter, and expresses fears for 
the ~ODSequenees of some modem innovations in ~lasonry._ 
Hutchinson's Spirit of Free Masonry, published in 1794, treats 
of three . degrees only;. Ahlmon Rezon, published in London, 
1764, treats of threede,grees; Jachin and Boaz, published in 
1770, gives a true history of all Masonry. then in existence, but 
is silent concerning any degrees above the Master's. The book of 
constitutions of Mus,acbusett$, edition of 1792, which professes 
to give a complete history of Free Masonry both in England and 
Massachusetts, makes no mention of any degree in either coun
try above the lodge of Master ,Masons; LalU'ie'. history of Free. 
Masonry gives no degree above the Mas~r's, but says in the 
constitution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland that all ancient St. 
John Masonry is contained within the three degrees; Smith's use 
and abuse of Masonry decla,res the .same thing; the union of the 
Grand Lodge of England ·with the diisenters, ratified in London, 
1803, . declares· all ancient Free Masonry contained within the 
.Iodges of Muter Masoos; the Free Mason's Library, written 
sinee,.declares there are but four degrees of Masonry; Mr. Cdle. 
die writer, says, 'This opinion accords not only with the senti
·meats of the oldest but ~tinf~ed MuoBS with whom I have 
converaed. but is agreeable to written and printed Gocuments in 
my, po~io.D" Tbe fonowiDg.degrees .whiClh have been manu
. factored wi&hin a few J4l8l8 past AI'e ~re elueUiatory of the se
cond, third,· aud f~Jtb deg~.' '. Ile. -"D enumerates all the 
.tlegreeseonfemMI by a.chapter. 

,A.t tile time .. authors .~f:et Mesonry,~ so much in ~ts 
iDflUlCy,.tbe..mOllt ,1IDbJt-.biqg ~rs.QD l\W!onry dare not elaim 
theclegree.a confem4 ... dlap&er Jl8 ~ to Free ~asonry; 
but as "'W~.-.,.w iIa tho ~.of,th& tbree de-
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grees, their .,rit~rs soon bad the e8'r0ntery to claim the, highest 
degrees as ancienL We soon found'them enumerating the de· 
grees of Masonry as high as thirty-tbree, and' in 1816 ,they bave 
increased as high a forty-three, and at this day they attempt t 
claim ninety.six regular degrees in Masonry; and all them found
ed in the days of Solomon; and some of them go back to the 
antideluyian days without finding any mention of them ulltil1786, 
or acknowledged 8S lIeJonging to their system until 179'1. The 
truth is, too many of what they caD the vulgar, and European Prin
ces, and American aristocrats, could 'not meet upon a level with 
the vulgar crowd; and in later days the managers have founel it 
to increase the Masonic funds, and coose<tUently, their own in. 
terest. Such, fellow citizeM, is the brief but correct history of 
Free Masonry. 

If this society has been presumptuous in claiming for herself 
antiquity, no less effrontery has she exhibited in her professed 
objects and avowed' privileges. Jler members t state . that the 
principles of speculative Free 'Masonry have the same co-etemal 
and unshaken foundationj contain and inculcate the same truth; 
and propose the same ultimate end as the doctriaea of Chris
tianity taught by Divine Revelation. 'The pious will embrace 
it as an auxiliary to human happiness and a guide to.a blessed , 
immortality.' 'Here [that is, in speculative ]<'ree Masonry] we 
view the coincidence of principle and design between·the Chris
tian scheme and speeulative !<'ree Masonry I With that pleasing 
admiration which satisfies inquiry, and clearly proves our system 
based on the rock of eternal ages.' IHere [in a lodge room] we 
are taught all the combined and unspeakable exeeHencies of the 
Omnipotent Creator. To adore that Di¥initf whose goodness 
and mercy are so astonisJliBgly displayed in the salvation of man.' 
'No moral character is .regarded by the DiftfH BeiAg ¥itk gn«Itr 
comp~t tAan tJ MtJ.tOft..' 'Masonry preaches ~ eternal 
world manifested in the ftesh.' 'M1I80Dry embraces tbesubject 
maUer of Divine economy.' .'Masoory-presents to the miIld the 
co-equal and co-etemal existence of the adorable Trinity.' 'Such 
are the prineiples and avowed objects of Free Masomy. It is 
by such palpable'falsehoods and great pretensions she bas allund 
thousands into her deceitful- SDa.re.. If such are indeed its pm. 
ciples. who woulcl not be aMascmt WhO wouW Dot belong to a 
society whose members are regarcled by the Dmae DeiDg with 
the greatest compl~ It is witlt lIuehpre&easioll8 as these 
she bas deceived the publie and been permiUIId·to extend her d0-
minions. So powerful have been her btJDdIt_ such iDftueaee 

.. flas 8~ e~eJted,. tItat few many formei perioIl of .. exieleDee 
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have.dared to deny her authority or lay naked her hidden enormi
ties. Anoppoiition to Masonry by any ,number of her members 
wpuld have proved their inevitable ruin. Sh~ arrogated to her
self the privilege of publishing he-: enemies to the world as unwor
thy aad vi~ioQ8 vagabonli!'; of deranging their business; and her 
iDiluence has been so great that she has heeD, able to do it effectu
ally. ,Som~ few have attempted to djvufge her- true character-to 
di~obe the harlot and expose he,: native ugliness to the common 
gaze; but dearly have they paid Jor their temerity. But the strong 
boods which bound them to this IDQloch are broken. Men, trust
ing to the free institutions of their country for support, have dared 
to brave Masonic vengeance and expose the secret enormities o£ 
this dark ,conspiracy against the liberties of man; ,she, has filled 
the measures of her iniquities; her crimes are of a scarlet die; 
they have aroused insuhed .freemen to investigate her principles; 
she must pass the ordeal of puWic oplOioJ,l; if her principles 
are compatible with our free institutions, she can still exist; but 
should she prove ta be 11 hypocrite, a base dissembler-if in her 
seeret places she generates the principles of d~cord, sanctions 
the crimes, of her votaries, exercises an undue influence in the 
councils af the n8.tion, she must fall, and receive the contempt of 
an insulted and muc~ abused public. , 

Tltat Free Masonry inculcates such principles as have been 
quated, the most csedulous cannot but believe, should they inves
tigate one .single moment. The same authors who so shame
fully say she 'is in body ond substance the whole duty of man as 
a moral being,' and its precepts equally sacred and equally pre
cious with Christianity;' thait it inculcates the deep mysteries of 
the Divine Word, in w~om all the fulness of the Godhead dwelt 
bodily;' say, 'the wandering Arab, the civilized Chinese, and the 

.native,American; the rigid observer of the Mosaic law, the fol
lowers of Mahomet, and professors of CPristianity, are all con
nected by the mystic union in one ,indissoluble band of affection.' 
How absurd that the Jew shoold meet in good fellowship with a 
society. which teac.hes that in Christ the fulness of the Godhel.ld 

,dwelt bodily, that the wandering Arab should unite with men in 
precepts equally sacred and precio~ with Christianiiy; and'how 
delighted must the P.&tive ,of the forest be with an these Heavenly 
principles taught, in the Holy ~~ble! which bas been to him a 
se!lled book, whose pages of inspiration b~ n"ver understood, and 
in whose preCepts be never WfUf instructed. Masonry becomes 
all tlDogs to,all men, says a late author. 'This is the tl?e c~a
meter of'the harlot. she loves everybody dearly, and hJ!D Wl!h 
whom ~ cohabits, supremely; she also reveres the BIble 1D 
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America, die .Koran in TurkeYI aDd the S~ in India, .u 
equally worthy of accep1p.tion~ and revealing the w~le duty of 
mall: she poasesses the remarkable quality of being the same 
thing and its opposite to lIllY elltent required.' Instead of heariug 
within the lodge the warning voice and the duty of man explainee4 
ollen is beard the noisy ~cbanalian revels, occasioned hy too 
frequent calls from labor to refreshment.. The true principles of 
Free Masonry are not found in her Monitor, neither. are they pub
lished by ber orators. These are prepared for the publie, who 
are never admitted bebind the scenes to view the actors in Ibeit 
common apparel. They consist selely in her seJUlElless cerem0-

nies and. anhaHowed ohliptions. To these, tben,.we a~. 
Secret societies of any description should awaken .the suspicion 
of freemen living under a government whose acts are open to the 
scrutiny of all its subjects; no society, bowever limited it ·may be, 
should be suffered to be regularly organized with regular aDd sta. 
ted meetings, whose objects are uaImown. Such S()Cieties are 
not the product of republican soil. They are the legitimate-oa: 
springs of tyranny. The former reign of darlmess aad despotiam 
were effected by means of secret soCieties. To eecret $OCieties· 
can be distinctly traced the conspiracies whicll have convulsed 
Europe. When a society becomes 80 regularly organized as to 
defy the I!CI'Utiny of government, the public should demand an in
vestigation of its principles. . The Masonic society has b8C91D8 
regularly organized, possessing one grand governing power 
wbich extends over die whole United States, with stated periods 
of meeting; has elected. its officers, who hold them for·seven 
years; and its real object is ullknown to the public. It is also 
divided into smaller gove~ts nOlle authority exteUs. over 
every part of the state in which the same is held, and again aub
divided into lesser. or auxiliary societies who exercise a.uthoJity 
over its own immediate members, but all subject to the controll
ing power of the generaIgrand society. Thus there is ODe 

grand connecting link existing froto a simple lodge to a Grand 
Chapter, Encampment and COII8istoty; aD pursWag one grand 0b
ject, and that object unknOWl) to all but those initiated into tlIeir 
sublime mysteries. The members of this society are. found in 
every important statioD in-the U~on •.. In the I_dye hallt on 
the bench, in all the ~ecutiV8 department&:· iD fact, distributiag 
among and commingling with U8 in all the lleenee of life, and all 
oftheID, in their own~, 'capabIe.ofbeWs directed by the 
efForts of others.' With such an orpaizatioa,. ita. ofticerru" •• -
larly chosen, from ~ 'MOst PuilS8DtSovereip~tor GeJae. 
rail 'Deputy Sovel'8Jgn of SoverejgDS)~down to.the simple 'Wor .. · 
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shiplW' Master and Wardens,' they pouti88 ·to an alanning degree 
the power to· destroy any goV8l'l1JDeDt, however pure or well forti. 
"fied. . Although a sriiall minority, ,et ·with soob a powerful com. 
bination, such facilities to concert its PQ of operation, DO power 
'OOUldstop the progress of sooh a conspiracy. In their own lan. 
guage, the 'Jesuits with all their CUDQing might' calion the Holy 
·Brotherhood, and the Holy Brotherhood on the Holy Alliance, and the, all might come too, and in vaiQ, for. the world in arms cannot 
.stop it.' . . 

Such is ,tbe power of the Masonic institution, unassisted by 
Qtber··means tban the regular distribution of power. But the 
danger increases ten fold,. when, in addition to ber secret meetings 
sbe binds her members to silence, under no.l81s penalty than an 
ignominioUs and -inhuman· death, to for, ('ver conceal her dark 
conspiracies from the world. She posBesses a mystic language 
by which sbe can communicate all her wants and make knuwn 
her objects, unknown to and unperceived by those unacquainted 
with ·her mysteries. Whence HIe ~essity oCan unknown Ian. 
gusge; in a Ilovemment providing for all Ute honest wlints of its 
subjects? Knaves and villains only need' a mystic language. 
HoOftllt men ueed them not. But Masonry possesses them; an~ 
it ill one of her grand principles and most powerful engine to car· 
ry iAto eftect her secret and unwarrantable acts. Sbe al80 
nquires her subjects to swear they ~II obey all regular sillns· or 
.... mmons, ~"elt~ handed, sent, or thrown them by the harul of a 
brother, or from the hody of a lodge or chapter; and conform t. 
atl her rules and regulations: shOuld she require her, llummOM 
&ent, she binds her members to perform this duty, should they iD 
ita performance have to do i$ bareheaded,. barefooted, and 011 
trosty p;rouod. Thu8 distributed, and possessing such ~wers, 
DO govemmentcan be safe, should they arise and unite their 
Strength to overthrow it. Should her plans be concerted and 
require the .aid of her subjects, the,. must obey all ber sum mOM, 
DO matter what may be its import, and arouse the energies of the 
brethren to bring them to the field of battle, or. act as occasion 
might require. They are swom to souod the alarm, to notify ~ 
should they do it barefoot apd oil frosty ground. Provision is 
made in their code for'the most extreme case· that can possibly 
arise. So dMtributed are .her III8Dlbers that ber wtwle force caD 
receive the summons aod concentrate before the goveromeat CIUl 

MOeive the alarm. But to cap the cIiJnu. of Masonic govem
ment, she requires her subjects to solemnly swear to;conceai the 
secrets of a companion, munler aDd treasoD not excepted; What 
faciUtiet ar& here otrered to tho ambitiouf What..ceguanl can.. 
. . QCl2 
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ayert die impeadiog tempeet! Wilhout the leaM claager, a melD
ber of thD. iafemal institution eaa propose to eitiseDa of.m. tiee 
goYel'lHD8llt schemes of treason, should he do it widl a clmr8e of 
sec:recy: for however diepneed te MJPPOrt our free iutitutioo, his 
hearers must remain for eYer lilent. their lips. mlhlt be fOr ever 
ftermeticaU, sealed. No punishmellt ean be- awlmled to 10 dar
iog rillaiDs, should they confide the aecretR only to worthy cem
paaiODS. No government was eyer formed, .. 0 powerful and 
well organized for plBU8 ot operation. Possessing soch meaua, 
well may she bid defiance to the 'world in arms!' 

In this society can be distinctly traced the spirit of the nlumi
eati; and frem her were lighted those fire brands of diseord whiell 
ftvaged France in ber revolution, and extinguished aD tatiOll8l 
liberty. What security can we possibly posl!e88 in &111' pero
ment with such a society! fhould she be suffered toiacrt'B8e in 
Ibe same ratio for a few more years that she bas for the Jut teD 
or fifteen, from her dark caverns and mid. ccmclave8 would 
issue lIOIIIe despotic and ambitious (-alBar, whe; with wide spread 
'esolation, would destroy the labor of our fathers.; and our C;OUD
-try, iJvftead of the land of liberty and happiness, would become the 
oppressed land of M.asonic tynmny. If Stich are not ber Clbjeets, 
-why does abe guard herself with such impenetrable harriersf Does 
the benign Gospel, whose handmaid she· styles herself, rettuire 
such secrec,. and such ibtJtious oathsl Does the dispeMatiOD 
'Of charity require such regulations! Does ·the propagation of 
.morality reqoiie soth aid? No: the only reason for her shroud
isg herself in such impenetrable 'darkness andimystery, is because 
!her 'deeds are·eftl, therefore she chooses dukoestl rather than 
·tight.' The only safety we can P081!188S consists in the patriot
.fem ether leading rnemben!, aDd this hlUl been the great bulweJt 
ofher defence. . But bas she nOt ambitious aspirants registered 
-in . the archivesof' her 40dget Have we BOt seen ibe man who 
·.has been eleetefl to the seeond odiee in the gift of. tiee-people, 
·ettempt the Mertbl'Ow·of our governm.l What· aecarity theft 
. is tbist In Mme desperate' momeiIt, . smarting uader IVCMUlf.Ie4 
·~feat,·tlome"owetfijl and ambitious man may sone,tlte.mat. 
'rials .ml' eonoefllrat8 ttae force of the iDItitution tD,orbJaip the. 
'jeet'of his 11mbition. Iti.'~:powerM·_ cmp.e .• " left:iD 
,·the hsmls,of'llny lDliIIl'orset· ... mer,._ oar·OII'8:.iaty, ODl'· ... 
rlegiaoeetoout' eemmoa·OOOlltiy, _exper_e .. fput; .. ~ aD 
-Wlitem. ODe loud appeal!te·the· ""'n.of' .1 __ .. tM,tM1 
~O'.Out.,hreIFree M~ •. l8IIIaId~, 
'bowever,~ape tIle~ .... .r..~ .. )fm.6ia. .. 
. ~,'eIae 'UlC\'lIclttes' tIIoae . .t,. iJeaer..~wlticb~ 
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in&iDge upon our deareet rights lUI citizens of the eleetive fran~ 
ohiae. By requiring her members to llwear lUI·sbe does in some 
c ..... tersl to 'vote for a companion before any other of equal 
qualifications;' to require under the sanction of a barbarous oath, 
&0 alway. "UPPQrt his political preferment in oppoaition to. any 
other,'. she places)ler owp chosen children in every station of our 
government; and &h8)', after obtaining complete control of tbe 
executive, legislative, a.ad judicial departments, must and will 
dispense tbeir patronage upon the members of tbe institution, 
whicb forms a complete Masonic government-a government 
within a government. 'Ibis secret influence' exercised in our 
elections ill a 'souroe of great corruption, and attended witb great 
danger to ·the government it.'1elf. Tbe firm support, tbe Rlain 
pillar of a republican jcovernment, is tbe. free choice of its rulers 
given to &he electors. But if our rulers are to be made in a lodge 
room, apd all the brotherbood bound on oath to support such 
candidates, .then indeed is tbe choice taken from the people, and 
eventually tbe overthrow of the free institutions will be the inevi
table consequence. When' her obligations require her !!ubjects 
to assist each other 110 far -as to extricate them from any dimeul • 
. ty. wbether'rij!ht or wrong,' tben are tbe fountains of justice pol
luted, and the crime becomes sullied by Masonic influence. We 
have no security for the faithful administration of jus,tice, while 
such obligations are all ministered and adhered to. A felon may 
be arraigned fQl' an offence against tbe laws of bis country: should 
be belong to this.ociety, no punishment can be awarded him ade-

\ quate to his crime. Such has been the influence of Masonry 
that few jurors bave been empanneled without finding at least 
one MIUIOD upon it. No matter if a MlUlonic juror has taken an 
oath a 't',I1e TMdict to find. according to evidence,' he hu taken 
.. Masonic obligation paramount to his civil one, ar.d of much 
more horrid import, to shield the culprit whether right or wrong; 
Nt should this fail him, he givell the grand bailing sign to the 
exeeqtjve. and the sword of justice is averted. Neither have we 
88y Meurity for the impartial administration of justice between DlWl- OWl. A. Masonic juror i. ~und to aid a brother whether 
'npt or MODI; and the saaetity of a witBeas' oath to teU &he 'truth, 
the .hole*"dh, aad nothing but the truth,' is'lotlt in his previous 
_ to eoaeeaI the secreta of a companion, 'muNier orad frelJlOD 
..., ... ."et' Buch oblipti9DB have a cUre.ct tendency to rro-
-*' ...... of the 4etpelt die. It embolde .. the crimina to 
eo .... p.. crii.e. by flte fac;ili&i,ea aft'orcled h'bo ia this oath 
.r. .....". ~ew (II8J!Iq_ iQdivilluaJlY c~mit c~e. of areat 
. ~ •• ."d feer or ts:pOllQl& in ordinarY cases would defer 
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him from commlUlicating his designs: bat in the present case he 
rooa no .uk. Should he require an accomplice, he finds a M ... 
ter Muoo-be confides his intended crime to him; with perfect 
knowledge he is bound by an oath to conceal the same, should it 
be leIIS than marder !lDd treason. Should it exceed these, he 
seeks a companion Royal Arch Mason. He communicates his 
intended purpose to him, requinls'his aid: perbaps be finda acom
panion who wiJl not stoop to commit sueb acts; be readily an
swers, Do as you choose, but recollect you are bound to keep 
the sec~ts of a companion,' 'murder and treason not excepted.' 
It necessarily famlliari~es the young noviciatewith the relation 
of the ~lIst horrid crimes; and however honest he inay be when 
fint caught in her snares, from the recital ohetual crimes, be is 
impressed with a belief that his oath of secrecy forbids his com-

, munieating the same. It emboldens Aim to commit crimes. I., 
it uncharitahle til suppose that many of the corruptions wliiclt 
have been cnmmitted by OIU law givers ~ave been dODe by the 
members of this society, under the sanction of Masonic obJiga": 
tions? The same facilities are offered for her IIUbjectS to effect 
their purpo",es in the legislative hall as in the commissioB of
crime; and there are but too many who are ready to aeeept of the 
inducement .. she holds forth. In ordinary cases, the offer or ac
ceptaoce of a : ,ribe would be attended with the fear of detection; 
but in this ca .. e there is none, unless some members should con
sider their obligation to their country paramount to all others. 
An account of this kind is now re/tistered on the journals of Co. 
gress, when a bribe was offered a memher to assist in some' 
monied concerns. This brihe was offered under the sanction of 
Ma~onry, The words were as follows:-'I give it you as a man 
and a Ma .. on. and hopeyotl belong to that society.' If one case 
can be round where the exposition was made because the person 
was not a Mason, or considered his dllty to his country of more 
consequence than that to Masonry, have we not realMB to fear 
that too many of the mysterious acts of our lawgivers spring
from the same (,-Orrupt source! Too much facility is offered for 
bribery and corruption in so important a branch.of our goyem
ment. Fellow citizens! these are the true principles of Ma
SOBry disrobed of all her pretensions. Is not ... sOciety, bound 
by such ties and 'possessing such power, which .... exercised 
such influence, of great danger to our republican inStitutionat 
Are you not bound by your love of'couotry, aad by the blood of 
JUartyrs who feU in our glOrious revolution, to take deeided Ifteao" 
auras to stop the progress, and' entirely overthrow the BGclety of 
speculative Free Masonryt ShouN 1011 aeeel other __ to 
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stimulate y()U to such a glorious act, rev.i4'w the bloody scenes of 
September, ,1826.' If you are deaf to the voice of reason, let 
thoIIe ~tions added to the conduct 0' this society since that 
period, arouse you. to exterminatl' this hydra-headed monster. 
You have seen the crime of lUdnapping, arson, and ~urder, com
mitted by members of this 8OCiety~ and under such circumstances 
as leave no doubt they Were the tegitirnate productions of their 
laws. You have seen the public press, the palladium of liberty, 
silent as the grave on these important subjects. You have seen' 
those guilty of sucP acts screened froJD punishment through Ma
sonic influence. You have seen your fellow citizens who at
tempted to. investigate this transaction, and raised tbeir voice 
against them, visited with vindictive ~nd malevolent persecution 
by this society. All this you have seen; and are you not prepared 
to aet on sU,ch an occasion1 A fearful gloom bas indeed been 
spread around, but the prospects are brightened. Freemen have 
arou.ed to assert their. rights. They, have .indeed boasted that 
the government, the world in arms,is unable.to suppress Masonry. 
Tobis may be so; but public opinion, stronger than the govern
ment itself, is able to accomplisb this gloriou~ work. Weo wish 
not to array the world 'in arlDs against them. It must be a blood
less victory. Their principles are now divulged. This day 
commences'a revelation of all their unhallowed orgies. Men; 
tr-tlstiog to the ,protection of. an intelligent cQIDmunity, have com
meaced; and will disclose the utmOst secrets of that blood .. tained 
institution. To secure victory, it is necessary that these revela
tiens be promulgated to the uttermost bounds of our country. A 
knowledge of the facts is all that is requisite to assert tbe rights 
of freemen. 

Finally, fellow citizens, in view of all that you have seen, in 
"iewof the l1Cen~ of violence and iniquity, and of the lawless 
usurpation of your rigbts, which have passed before your eyes or 
come'to your knowledge, act as freemen; fulfil your duties as the 
possessors of this soil, which was once dren~lted with the blood of 
your patriotic sire.s. Look upon the remnant of this invincible 
band now before'you, whOJJe hands, once nerved with almost su
perhuman strength, are' now tremhling with age; whose heads, 
now whitened with years, yet blooming with honors, are fit objects 
of your veneratioo. LookupoB!Mm,. and read in their wrinkled 
broWs, as well as in the history of their bravery, the monition to 
act as becomes their offspring; to eODduct in such a manner, 
that ere their bones are laid by the side of their compatriots, they 
may behold the joyful earnest of tlieir country's greatness. Re
Sect that not their eyes alone, but those who have gone before 
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them, are upon you. Go to your homes; behold thecompaaions 
of your bosolDll Iijld the offspring of your afi'ectiODS, and remem· 
ber that they too are involved in the welfare of our land; and let a 
father'S care and a busbqd'. love inspire your devotion to yoar 
country's cause. Thus Jet us reflect-thus let us act-aod heaven 
will bless our endeavors-shall crown our land with bleasing
and earth shaD know no nobler clime than ours. -.-

ANTI-MA.SODC 8T A. TE CONVENTION. 

PROCEEDINGS 

OJ 1M .Ilnli.,MtJlanic N. Y.StlJle Cl1lUltlllWn, held IJI Utica, .Ilug. 4, 5, and 6,1828. 

AT a convention of Anti-Masonic delegates from the different 
counties of the state, held at the Baptillt church in the village of 
Utica, on the 4th of August, 1828; prayer by Deacon Jonathan 
Olmstead, the fellowing proceedings were had: The Hon. James 
Hawks, of the county of OtsegQ, was chosen president, and 
Thomu C. Green, of Saratoga county, and Seth Abbey, of Jef
ferson county, were chosen tlecretariet!. . 

The resolutions adopted by the Le Roy convention in March 
last were then read. The following resolutions were adopted: 

1. Re1JOwed, That a committee of five be appointed to draft 
resolut~ns exprE'ssive of the sense of this meeting in relation to 
Free Masonry. 

2. Ruolved, That a committee of one from each county rep
rescnted be appointed to rel)on what measures ought to be adopt
ed to counteract the influence and destroy the existenc~ of 
Masonic societies. . . 

3. Ruolved, That a committee of five be appointed to prepare 
nn address to the people of tbis state. · 

On the first rellolution, the following persons were appointed: 
Theodore F. Talbot, T. Fitcb,J. C. MOrris, Alexander Sheldon, 
James Dean. 

On the second resolution, the following persons were appoint8d: 
Samoel Humphrey, Henry Parsoll, jun.; Laban Hazeltine, Rus
sell Waters, Thomas C. Love, H. A. Read, Alfred Guthrie:. 
James Percival, Thomas Beekman, Timothy Childs, George Da
vis, Bates Cooke, A. McAllister, Ca.lvin ~eck, Nathan Pierce; 
Gideon Hard, William Hawks, William Utter, Thomas C. Green 
Ansel Bascom, Thomas Lewis, Israel if. Richardson, Morris F. 
Sheppard. 

On the third resolution, the fOllowing persons were appointed: 
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'.rimothy Childs, John C. Morr~ Herbert A. J;lead, Frederick 
Wbiulesey, Ba&es Cooke. , 

Tbe following preamble and resolution were then adopted: 
Whereas the title and . prospe(ft~s of a book entitled 'Light on 
MGlJonry, &c. &c.' compiJed by David Bernard, has been read 
to this convention; and entertaining tbe fullest confidence in the 
ir;ategrity, zeal, and ability of the compiler; and being deeply im
presSed with tbe importance of the proposed publication to the 
cause.of truth and justice, therefore 

Resolved, That we recommend the compiler to proceed with
out delay in the pUblication of his work; and we recommend it 
to the attention and patronage of all the friends of truth and the 
cause of civil liberty throughout the world. The convention ad
joumed till nine o'clock the next day. 

.. Met pursuant t.o adjournment. 
The reading of the Royal Arcn degree being called for, it was 

requested that Mr. H. A. Read perform that duty, which was done 
by him in a plain, clear, and distinct manner: also the Knights 
of: the Christian Mark and Guards of the Concl~ve. 

Mr. Love, as chairman for the second resolution, reported as 
follows; which report was adopted by the convention. 

The committee appointed to consider and report what measures 
ou.ght to be adopted to counteract the influence and destroy the 
ef,istence of Masonic societies, in addition to the measures 
already adopted,. report, 

1. That it is expedieJlt to recommend to the people of the se
veral .. counties of this state to establish free presses in their re
spective counties, and to place the same under the control of 
discreet and competent persons who will fearlessly publish the 
whole truth, in violation to the principles, obligations, and tendency 
of speculative Masonry.· . 

. 2. That it is expedient to appoint an Anti-Masonic General 
CO,mmittee for the state of New York, to whom the Anti-Ma· 
sonic Central Committees for the several counties may report 
themselves. . 
. 3. That it is expedient to recommend to the people of the se

veral counties of this' state, who have already appointed a Cen
tral Committee, to appoint such and report themselves to the 
General Committee. 

4. That it is expedient to recommend to the people of the se
veral tOWDII of this state to raise money by contribution, and 
.. smit the same through their respective county committees to 
the General Committees, for the purpose of defraying the' expense 
that baa already been incurred; and that it may become necessary 
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to expeDd ill the publication aad tliatribution or facta and docu
menta esposiog the outrages aad iaiquities of the Masonic iDatj. 

tutioo. 
5. That it is espedient to petition the legislature 6f thia state to 

prohibit the use or administratioo of extra judicial oaths. 
6. That it is expedient for this eonveDtioD in plll'lluit of the 

good objects to be accomplished, wholly to disregard the two great 
political parties that at this time distract this state of the Union, 
in the eholCe of candidates for office; aDd to nominate Anti-Ma
sonic candidates for Governor and Lieutenant G4wentor. 

7. That it is expedient to publish in a pamphlet form the pro. 
ceedings of this CODftntion, together with such disclosures of the 
secret ceremonies and blasphemous rites of the Masonic iDstita
tion. as have been made to this convention. 

Ruolfled, That the following persons compose &he General 
Central Committee of tho stateofNewYork:-8amuel Works, 
Ha"ey Ely, Frederick F. Backus, FAlderick Whittlesey, Thur
low Weed. 

RelOlfled, That the address this day delivered by T. F. Talbot, 
Esq. be published. 

Adjoumed until to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 
Met pursuant to adjournment. . 
Re.o/fled, That this convention Dominate FUNe.s GUNGBB, 

of Ontario, as candidate for the office of Goyemor of this &&ate; 
and JOHN CaUT, of the county of Washingtoo, for the oBice or 
Lieutenant Govemor of this state. 

RlllOwed, That the General Central Committee shall have au
thority to notify the meeting of a state Anti-MasoDic Convention, 
to meet hereafter at such time and place 88 the committee ill the 
exercise ofa sound discretion shall designate. 

Ruolfled, That this convention recommend the puhlicatiora UiII 
circulation of n book entitled Free MlIBODry, by a Master Ma· 
son, &c. . , 

Reaol1led, That the"thanb of the convention be pl'e8enled to 
the Second Baptist Church and Society or Utica, for the kind aM 
generous offer of the house of public worship for· the· purpose of 
this convention. " 

Reaolfled, That the thanks of this cGnftDtioo lie presented to 
the president, for the able and impartial manner ' iJl. which he ... 
presided over the deliberatioDs of this collveation., 

Reaolfled, That the proceedings of this CODY8Dtion· be ..... 
by the president and secretaries, and published aoder the direc-
lion of the General Central Uommitlee. 
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.......... .tMrtu ~"'fM ~."-fc """ ~AdcI. 
. , UNa Gil' ~ 4th, 6UltGlll 611 dupd, UIJ8. . lIHoltt., That in- a· republican IGVemai.eat the. uilttoce of 

liD' iMtilWonuel'OiaiQ, a ee~tan4 irreaiitible cenvol Oyer 
paWic opioio.., ill ~retlII \0 the l'jgWa," ma, he .. I tG ,the 
... ·ofdw ,.pIe. . . 
JI~ 'EhlU.it .ie.the, ript aad th.e~QlJ·of tile citizeus or 

tlael1niteds...touaetl.UI_£alm.eans,tGllQIIibi&Meanmatita
Moo .hicb ..... ,a1Mnm,i.lf ~Ie ot ooatriviJlg, ~iQg, .tI.in 
a p.t!depae eoac .... fbe Grimes of kidnappiag IUld murder. 

Be.ie1Nl, Th.t·we wiD tit give our ~ to any member 
of the ..... ttateraif,y .. ho adheres 40 -die _titaUoD, er 
acknewledge. the. bindi&lg .force oCtheir. wieked &ad blaaPbemou 
~; Dor in 8IIIIf h1l1tterdireetly 'or iadireotIy,l'CmlOte 
their eleetioato ally biice QI', ,lace -of ,,-lie .trust. 

.' •• ed, 'that daoae ..... bers '$C tlae .iaatitutioDwbo .ve 
edl1ltJOOusly broken the shaeklea .Uf$8aary, and. thus ,.~ 
tJ.ouelvf1i8 to die lull enjo)Weot ef I.h.e .bta III freeaen, _ve 
setelll8Ullll»1e,bighly worthy af imitation, aDelhavo eDtided~-
eelMatetile appiroMtion of~ir """,,ci~s. ' , 
, BaaJeed, That thd CODftJll&ioaJ8ei a pep ee,oae of the p

tmIe dab to tltoJJeft!BObde ... OD who hafe ·tera t~ c.overia& trool 
Free Masonry., and expoled her de£ormi.,_JVilo&.efS~ 

Resolved, That the control which }'ree Masonry bas bere\O
foreexertetl, and saiJl does exert, ~"er:&he libelty oflbe ,preas. is 
eoaclusive ~of tllatbea: emteoee IIIIdmjiuoace is irreeoaeilaWe with_ full possession anchojoymeot$(,our,eivil rigJl18. 
":B __ ed, That the ,ow~r 1Vhich iOr, nearly two "OIU'J~t 

_ batled every eft'oruo discover ,and. briog to justice the per
petratom or outrageanf m-.der, is i'e!Mful1y &ad ~J great: 
it cannot be su1Fered to eziltwit\loQt the utmost daDS. to the 
J*8Onalafut,o(every,cw...; and JPust.be det$troyed, or iurill 
destroy the ~ent. • 

Mr. ~,fro. the .QO-..mttee.,pointe4€ortbat purpose, 
repbrted the ~lewiJ!gdd",ss; wbiWt ~ read aad upallimo.ty 
adopted~ .-

"AD~ .-. 

TO 'rID:. CITIZENS Of THE ST,lTE OF NEW TOBit. 

FelllM _ ... -The 'pribciplea uti ebligatietas of the·ieltitu
tion~ Free Masonry ht.'Ve, founate.dtana year pau,beea the 
1Rl1JJect ef cl.ep and ilderelRiltg investigation by citizaoa~n~
tairI portioas of 11M ,~ . This in"'''' .. existed In tma 
country ever since the foundation or the· gov~t. ProfeS8-

RB 
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iog to support mOrality and religion, to aid thegcn:~ent, an4 
to be the aImooers of an extended system of chanty, It was suf· 
fe~ to gain footiDg OIl" our soil. With these high pretenidoDl it 
,,.. admirably calculated to gain proselytes. The seal of se
crecy which WIll wisely placed upoa the lip. of' the wrinitiated, 
preveJlted any_exposure of the hollowness of these preteDIians 
\0 the world; and the piety, die public repbt'atioD, or pmate worth 
of every Donee, were made to add to the chanaeter of an institu
tion which he -had igaOlaDtly joined. With the ra')Nd aDd DB

pualleled growth of our country thia inatitatiba e:ttended itIelf, 
ami its I'Il11llheriJ increased. The yOWlg and- thriving seUlements 
of tile west have been made the threatre of its· extenfioDfand 
not a village in our filirend.ftow:iabiOg COUDtryhas grown , iateuy 
kind of importaace, but -the ellterprize of the brethren or the m,. 
tic tie have eatablished the secret empire of die lodge witlUn it. 
They have endeavored to iclentify themselves as much as pdesi
Me with every tbioI of a public er imposing cfiaracter. - A.t- the 
fouadatione of oar public bllildings; at·· the cOrn1nellcelllerd of our 
peat projects of intemal improvement; in the celebration of OUt 

festal days, they-have come forth with ilaimting bauoen, their 
gilded iasiguia, their pasteboard crowns, Mld mimic mitres, to 
catcb the breeze of. popular favor-to impress respect for thtir 
almost divine character, or a salut.., awe'CIf their invisible 
ptMreI' •.• 

The-f!Urioeity. the eupidity,"the vanity, and ambition of man, 
hafti-uded to their nom~ n.ew and numerous votaries, uDtil 
this institution 'hu spread itself throughout our whole COtIDfJy; 
has established a lodge i" every villageaud to'Wn in our wide aifd 
flourishing state; 'has extended itsTamificatioos into every .sh-.,.e 
ofaociety; and h.s ifttel1'loven itelf'in all our institutions.' Its 
adepts may. be found in the executive chair, in the legislative 
ball, on the bench of justice; in every civil office dow. to the 
very lowest and least influential knpwn to our laws; yea,aad 

, even in the sacred desk and among those who minister at the holy 
Idtar. Their members had became an bost~ their inftueDce bad 
increased to a baundlesa extent;. and' in the wantonr.ess' of their 
invisible power they hacl dared to ~oast th~t the laWs were too 
weak, that the government was too feeble to check them; and 
'this lociety, so st,rong in o.umbers, so boundless iilinftuence, and 

_,so boastful ofpower~ and bood togeth~r by·secret ties of whose 
nature we know nothing; hold their meetings ulldercover of night, 
and in this freeJu.td gilard the enttallOe of their ~t Cooelll~ 
with naketlsw.erds. .. The citizens ortb~ U~tee should 
be jealous Qf tbeir liberP~,- for they were bougiltWit\l the blood 
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ofibeir'fathers; (aQ(hre are but \le immediate offspriog of those 
who paid so dear a price;) tbeysbould watch every insidious en
croacbmellt upon their rights in whatever covert manner they are 
agailed, for those- rights are th! rich . legacy from· . .sainted sires 
entrusted to U8 to hand· down ummpaired to ~terity. And they 
,are wont to be jealous and wlltchfulof such dear privileges, and 
to resist promptly an~ firmly every encroaOhment, wbethel' open 
or Qovert, upon their rights; ·and it is surpassing atrange ihat 11,0 
illBtitution like Free Masonry, whose principles are unknown, 
whose obligations are secret, and whose meetings are held under 
the cover .of darkness,shoutd have been suffered to extend itself 
into such. mUltiplied ramificationS without' even suspicion or in
quiry. The.very genius and spirit ofourgovemment are essen
tially opposed to tbe existence of such institutions. Our fellow 
citizens desire to see every thins publicly discussed, and openly 
submitted to the ordeal of public opinion; Bnd are prone to 
suspect that when aU' is not open all is not honest. . 

Other secret societies aAer Ito brief8ltis~nee have beenfrown
ed into disgrace by pUblic opinion; but the' Masonic institution has 
grown with the growth of our country u~til'it bas,become so 'wan
tOR in its 8trength tbat it bas dared to set atdtniance every efI'o~ 
to pull it down. It might have gone on to this day, etill iuoteaa
iog in strength, bad they not ventured to inflict· the penalties of 
their sepret obligatioM upon the person of .a citizen of' OUNIOUn

try. The history of the outrage upon WiUlam Morgan, it i' not . 
important for us to detail at Jeagth. If not krlown to you now, 
it may be found duly authenticated in tlun}ocutnents within-your 
reach. Sufice it to say, thatin September ISH, hewuseizecl 
uader color of legal process at Batavia, earned to' Canandaigua, 
confined in jail, released by a pretended friend, seized at the very 
threshold of.the prison, and with ruffian violence thrust into a 
carriage and trallsportecl by reJars of horses to the frontiers of the 
United States, and confined in tbe magazine of Fort Niagara; 
that be was there, after cool aa4 mature'd~Hberation, inhumanly 
put to death. Numerous individuals, and all of them Free Ma
sons, were engaged in planning this outnlge; numhers in differ
ent and distant lodges were concerned' and.aitled in it. 'MeD of 
reipectabiJity anti character, some of them high in ciwl and mili
tary office, usisted in the 6xeeutiell of dria plan; and tbe·outl'ltfSC 
and murder was perpetrated to pay the peaaJty of the MasonIC 
oath. The rumoroftbese outrages alarmed'the free cmhDS of 
tbe west. A freeman had be ... lora itom hisflUMly and his· home. 
'.roo liberties of the country bas beon violated in his 'person; 
and however insignificant that individual may have.been, tl!Jt 
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arc nolY berore the world; ad the whole method of proceeding· 
in the higher degrees will800n be. 'These contain &he principles 
and essence of Free Masonry. It is tothis subject, fellow citi
zens; we wish to draw your attentioD. This is 88t a common 
occasion or a oommon topic. We have enlisted ourselves in sup
]lort of no individual and of'no political party. We have con
vened to take measures which shall seeure the rights of citizens 
sacred; an impartial administration of the Jaws; and a due rever.
enc~ for religion. We hQnelItty conceive the spirit of Free Ma
sonry ,is essentially opposed to these; and we wish to give you 
timely warning of the dangers. It cannot be neceslMU'1'.to go into 
!\ detail of these dangers to cOilvince you that they ve real and, 
not imaginary. It would require but slightreasonitl.one would 
Mlink, to convince you that Hef'tlIlOeUCi" in a free pYemmeu.t are 
in their best shape useless, if not positively dangerous. , Bat'Whea 
you are told lhat the obligations which Free )heoDS take upon 
themselves bind them 'to vote for a campaniOll-before any other 
person of eq'lal qualifications;' to always support his 'military 
fame and political preferment in opposition to. another;' to aid. 
and as~illt a brother in difficulty so far·as to extricate him from. 
the same 'whether he be right or wrong;' to keep his secreta i~_ 
all cases inviolably, 'murder and treason not excepted;' . and this 
under the denunciation of the most -horrid penalties wbich luHnan 
ingenuity could invent-you need no 'argument te conviaee'yoar 
reason that such an institution is at war with the very g!,Dius and 
.~pitit of our free government; that it-is hoslile to all equal rights; 
tbat it is a barrier to the iMpartial administratioD of j8slice; that 
it is fa~l to the blood-bought liberty whieh haa descended to U8 
from' our sainted fathers. How easy is ji. for tllem 'under these 
obligations to obtain-t. centrol of every department of govem~ 
ment, and to.disp811se their patrOll~e.80 that the whole constitut.
ed audlGti-nIM of the,land, from the president's chair to the eon
stable's staff, aball"be vested in {fleae bretbrenof the mystic tie,? 
and will they diseharge \heir official duties faithfully! win th,y 
reg,ard their eatbs to support the C~)Dstitutiont will they r~~ 
theIr oaths of ollicet They cannot If they would: they ¥8 bound 
by invisible chains; they are shackled by oatht of mot:.borAble im
port; with sanctions more highly penal tban any o~liptions which 
bind a man to his country, or to the due obserianee of her laws. 
And what security have we for the imparti/ll administnation Ofju8~ 
t!cel The ~rmine of th~ bench is sullied by ~asoDic e~ntamj~a-. 
tlon. The Joror's oatb 18 but a rop& of land'lO comparison WIth 
bis obligation to extricate a ,brother 'cIhether he be right 0)' 

tflrong.' The aRvenging ll~¢ ~f justice is -fetl in tlJe~ha~(lf 
82 . • 
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tile ea.ec.uIimw;" ..... ,. ... in~ eo~~ 
witb .. ..,.& .......... "iD~~~&~\J~ 
rr.. ... plJAiIblQtlll' ti\W bJ"'e J.wa 10 ~~ CJi..... Tbl" wit
...,aoo. •• ,.. ...... d ... JbeJloI" E,~t, UMbwears~ 
in the ~. ~ .. Ilia f"IG~ ~ to ttJl the tMb, tbe 
ftol:e.. Wlb, ItQd ..... , Q~ &he tr~" .c,an~ ~ 4ar.e;DG:t g
fliose ~ SeQ .. ~C ,".b,,*rJ ,~v~lll;lioJl&b .his )wlda ~e been 
imbru~ inJ .... r.ther'sJ.~, QI'.~rplo~.dthe ~of 
the COURtly of .hiIllirJb. F~~ ei&izml~ is t!Wa.:~IJr.e ewer
cJmvat ba'18 y~ ....... IJJlder IQ~r .Q:W~ ~~.,"Q.membeM 
Qr u. fra~ elevated &q ,Qtiee.~ rm iQ.JPIi~1e ~Iler! 
hue yO\l JJQt ..... ,ibe,~lII'JIe.~ j~~ata~.tbe guilty CaIon 
.....,.,cl by .... -for ,.hieb y~ ~ aceouptt It is time at 
.. t ~ the priqc4pw. .qf F.M ~rtrY ~~QIl"_tood, 
ie_lead ao lhe ~e ~ ~ ~y atrw~ .at,the very exist
~ of eo'."Pl8Dt, at abe II., fou~ of ~r npw, ~d· at 
.. impMtiel.~ o!.lp.wa. . 

The -&4&11- it llot..-ro ~l •. t!) .,ov;ernplellt aad the 
C&l,l1e oC ,iuliee, ·tll.1IP it is .~~ .to mortlity ~ -leligion. 
That Uika- :eaPQt .. ~ '1QGrJ1 .tliGh eocoufaJes a «imiDal 
".~ "ndo .• biell ~ lly, Jaer oI,ll~~n. ~ad me~~ a.oct 
iDcl1loates tt. c:~ealment ef qiuae. Tbe l~mar~ between 
vir ....... ~ir.t.Qn aAus:".dQw~zII¢tha~Qice.delicate IDO
.,,1 JGMe wkie",diatjpglli.kG/lIl vV~ JXUUI, ,it ,t~ in a great 
tneIl~ oft'ace~ 

Free Maacmry f.oQ ~ .9DP~~ wit}! the family of the 
Crqss, lUI a.~IcJmaid. .$Qe ftliUql5 &be Biblt) a pri&\cipal light of 
tho lodge, plaeiq it ~t !lb4ve the aquve aud COIDpIlSS. $he 
elaiIDs to be a &Qi4a to ~ "ltts.Md,~DJlJlot1aljty. bqt.seems .• "beked 
at the.i"PUlaIjop ef.lIlt"~g." ,d¥kA" for the ~spd 
light. Our meat '41~u. f"*I:tm. ~ "ho are elac{ III Ollf 

own livery; and such a foe is,Free ~UQ~ry. to Cbr~ty. In 
her ceremooiea she perao...- .the ,Deity, se~inl!l ~o honor, 
but actually to'lQl)$ tbe·:¥Pl\t}f\gh. . ~he o~l,liqs.l:liah Pri_ 
of Jehovall fQ( CYfjr aft~r die~lder 0( J4elehisideck,.in eo.tempt 
,of jhe SoD.of G!ld. tG.wIaoQl.~.il,\8piratioQ ~pplies. cbia mys
.lerious 'itle. She-clothe. h., ofJifJ8S:Siu. the rega4e..appeinted by 
the lUost .Ritlt1 for \be ~9f Aaron, ex.hibiting' \Yith her 
,aprons the holy pUllin" of the ancieut priesthood, tho ephod, 
.\he breastplate, ~be robe, lUl.d the.fI¥.tre:with its ~riptioD, HOLI
.WUs TO "UK L~ Sho.,rWos tlle ark of the cQveuent, the 
qons.ecr~ uteAtlill,.an~ the treasures of the Holy of Holies, com

·lUOD. among the emblems. of her pretead.ed mys\enes. .The sa
ere!l. s\-mPolil of snan's regeneration through the Holy Spirit-.of '. . 
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~ ~h!) ~a ~,"ma·~ ~ 8I!-VC? ~RJt!tJ'S-~re iDtroduc~ in so-
1 •. ~~1'1. ~r .. ~g~t ~rgiell. -~e clailXls 8~ pf ~e 
~ ~ ~,.e.", p .. tro.l:'~ of _lUy~~; ~;Jd .c~le~~ 
t{I~~ ~~!l~' Sb., lijis ~p ~er v~, in H~1JaIIow" ~yet 
(Qr a J>lesUpg on ~ ~bbe" ~f~ to ,ckqowled,e \b& 
~e of .~ only .~~'. .Sh~ ~~c:hes ~~r pupiJs tbat walk
i-,.QIl ~~ square, and wprtllily w.eu.riag the w~te ~, the em
"'~ of inI)oceJlce,.tbe111~Illla.ve ~d~bWioD jpto the grend lodge 
a~~y~. Sh~ ~ches ~ circ~lIll~crjbp o!1r pa-ions ,itb ~ com
~; ~ ~e ..doe:s-liot, like ,C4n,'tiAAi!y,reprd.thebeart. Shc 
1eaohe.1 a Jlelfi~b love for .the bret1)ren l~teaC1 of an eDluged phi. 
laq~oph'y to· tile b~ ,ace; and 'm ~r ·~r .de,re.,s, flatred 
.to ~er ~~s ilJ~I~d, which is a doctriJle not of Christ. 
S~ep1aees ~e Koran.nll tb" Shaater.~JIO'l a 'erel with th~ Bible; 
imt·most ~f all, m,.U ~ ~r.ernoni~ ~d righta sllJbrs ~e name or ~ ~d J~s .GlWat. . fa ~~ ~ the boasted hlUldmaid of 
l"eligior,l TlUs ipsp,tutioft ip. whose rites aDd eereIQo"ies the mo~t 
touc:m.c anti sublime portions of ~ Holy Boo~ which h!)lcIJ out 
to us tbe.prqmi~e of e~r.Dat ~felll,re f!epr.e~d in the~a.pe of 
amiser~le ~e!ltricalllaJce, \WG ~ Alm~lbty GQIl !lnd hIS holy 
~g~18, IUId t,be spirits Qf the ble/I'~ ~ade pe~et, are p~rsODified' 
hy weak ape! ~,,~ J;IlQ~l wh,sr..e th~ touohing rites of. ~r. 
~$edl'eligioD. ar;e mocked'byvaiD ~n1 w,here the Dapte· of OUI" 

~~ed -Re4~fllll.er is ~i~~ or uatroduced in an Irrt'verent 
man9er1 where ~he implortality.of the soul i" oal, aUu4~ to, ~y 
a foullihati.Qn (rom.the .skull of a t,aitott ",here the lifeeterpal in 

.the heav.ens is ... epres~ed .~' QD·e grai,d lodge, ,a04 the ~I~ighty 
b!~phemouslytyp~ed al ~·9I'aQ1li Master,tbereof1 Thi!s. is 
lIur811. admirably ,c.alculate~ to cbeapea religion, a~ .to teaep us 
tQ .l;ely qpon MjUlonr.y ill$~~ ~hereof; or tha.tall reli&jon ill only 
the .raree ~bich ,their ~~8ieS· reprejilellt it. tp b,e. Th~ •. e are 
d~usi.ons, aDd.it -is.time tb,eJ:~eJ;e di.pel1~d. W ~.il~ye !low the 
lights u~n wh~~.toact. ;Masonry Btallds DOW before·us in the 
4Cfor~ty Qf her JllIk~nea.... Aer rid~(mlo\l' pretensions, ~Ilr 
tiW!el./)~natpe~d e<l1elDl) mlDlDeryare 'low duly appre~iated_ 
It .is now :t~e tlMU"OUlle, o~rselve~. and give a check to the spread· 

. of her principles bef~rfl "be .bec.onaes. too powerful for restraiot .. 
You~k wha,tia,to be ~pe with a.ll.the'P.Qwer, the wealth, the 
talents, and tlJe ioftl\eoce of ttle fraterllity. t ou ask how can we 
succeSl$t'~lyr.eljst it..ThWe is one «IpWnej.8Ild OIIe o~ly, !~ich 
can he .uccessfutly array.ed against her, alld that is publiC "oplfuon. 
Public opinion is the law Qf this lalld. Goverl}lllen~ ~XJsts .on~y 
by tbis,op~nion. Public me:n .f1ourjflho~y by this OpJDIOn; pUbhc 
~a~ures are sustain~ by.this opiniQn. .w eJlre not yet so reduc· -
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cd and enJla,ocd, that public opinion will Dot bear clown every 
thing oppOsed to it. It is like tbe resistless wave of the OCf'..IW; 
Ilnd wiD sweep away every bar':ier, however secured, wmeb shan 
0pp0I8 itself to it. This opinion speaktl through the people; it 
speab in their meeting.; it speaks for a time here; it speaks 
tbrough the presa, however shackled it may be; and above aD, it 
!Olpeaks through the ballot boxes. This is th~ only legitimate aod 
effectual expression of opinion in this limd: these are the instru
ments by which the people correct all evils. . These means are 
in our power, and they are the oo1y constitUtional means we enn 
usc. It is idle to t,tlc !lbout any other expression oropinion than 
tbe ballot boxes. Our public meetings, o~r resolutions, om: indig
nant expressions of diBapprobation, will be only ridiculed and 
mocked at, if we do not use the means of enforclng it wbioh the 
Jan havo put into our bands. Do you startle at 11 resolution 
not to support any member of the Masonic -fraternity for any 
office what evert ReOeet' that tbey are bound 'to vote for a bro
ther before any other person of equal qualifications,' andto sup
port his 'military famo and poJitie.a1 preterment in oppositioo to 
anotherj' tbat with tbem we have tint those equal rights which the 
constitution guarantees to us. ' We caonot sbut our eyes to :the 
fact that ambitious and designing' D.1en have attached themselves 
to this institution to obtain f.bereby that preferment to- Which their 
merib migbt not attain in 'al\1 other way. Let this no longer be 
a passport to office, and the institution bas received-lfs death blow, 
and it will finally crumble into'miQ' and sink into o~ivion. 

This is a measure which takes from them alorge portion of. 
their power, their infl!)ence, and their consequence; and if we do 
not deceive ourselves, will be found to be one of the most etree
·tive measures for the .entire destruction of ~ order. Doolf this 
measure look like prosctiption1 Then is ihe conduct of every 
party which has ever eJftsted' proscription, Bnd all party politic$. 
unjust and proscriptive. If,' it is considered fair and honomble 
to shut out from office those who are in :favor or opposed to us in 
any particular measures, then it'cannot be deemed unfair or dis~ 
honorable to attempt to shut ost from office those wbo aro swom 
to 'assist their brethreq, to vote (or 1hem or aid them, 'w~thc~· 
right or wrong.' and who bave it tiy that means in their power to 
trampJe:upon our rights and to impede the impar:tiaJ administra
tion of justicet Have the members of the fraternity enjoyed 
our highest offices 10 long that they can claim any prescriptive 
rigl,tt to them? or is it the people who shall say whom they will 
elevate to tbeir offices of booor and tnlst1' lV e are not, however, 
'llnbarked in a cause .whichseeks t~.~ elevation o( one man or th~ . 
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_aNion. of ~\ Neih., il .... ,... .... w.hom we 
W4J". 0 ...... le. ... _ ... in"_ ...... 'pritao\plea; ~ we 
slaould njoioe if' tbotto ",lao- were .,_'""' Ie it w~ c61ae out 
m,1Il UlOClI the ............ the ieltitftqn wbiQh "' ... hQld 
"r0Q8t90Ul'tibe~ . 

We .ad'" yQ~ fbUow,_~~. bod>: ~d eaptcially 
to cleViIe ~qr. for 'tM d~ of dllS ...... , and to sug
ceet'~ ~,'Q be ued toe6'eet,ita eatirebqilluPeP.t UoIJl our 
fJee . soil. A."ODI- '" ~Ollt etJiaio.. ...... are f,," preS868. 
We.qaV4 B4MlD,Q.,WQ, arad.felt b .. the, prnahU.lJeensbaeklecl 
aa~ overaweel, 84Y, alQlQeli 1i"I, bouQ"d in "!'Vil". toUe will 
__ wi.tl.a of this .....,iogtiatemity. Tmslll .. ~sb subserviency 
of the pr~ ... bec!. 9IJEI oC _" .maey. ..... I,y wbieb tbey bavo 
I1tt.eB1~ltd to Cfmtrol.anci ~t,..wie opUUoD,.and perpetuate the 
iD4ueocepf their d-.IOUS ,ueipiu •. By means.r the se
oret aD,d iDNittl_ idueQCe _b tbfy hIl .. e exe~". over this 
mighty engine, investigation has been stiled, and the spretd of 
jnformatieu cheeked; aac:\,wQI'8e than' all, falsehoods the most 
gross have been palmed upon the public, and deeeptieas the most 
base have been.practised to sustain the tottering empire of their 
ihlling order. This evil sltouM be remedied, and those faithless 
sentinels should meet their punishment in the just indignation of 
nn insulted and _cei_ cou.nnfUlitr. We eamelltly advise that 
means should be provided in evel)l portic)n of tb~. ata~ (or ~e 
communication of facts and correct information to the public. 
kccdaialy elm. be ~ia tlbsltmdto imt:uIlan iDtelli ... 
gMt pe..ple •• ItnowWge of fa_ s6iont to .aable them to 
deeido 'With ju~ up08 tbe great question DOW at iuue.lt 
is impertapt .. tbat. aD unity of actieo as well as col8lllUllit1of 
feeIi.. s)aauld be tlUabliahe«l among the frieode el OlD cause, 
which we cannot _tat wilt be ODe g!eM mean in dcJ.ing ~ 
oQject we are.~WI of accompJiaiDg •. For tbia pur.poee. we 
baYe dee ..... " ...... hIe to erect • .common a_clartl, around 
which all ..., raU,~ and byaomiltatiDI candidates for the t~ 
higheat oftlcea witbin the gift of the elec._ of this etate, t8 -p." 
peal to them to ., tbto. the btllot bues wMdller they wiD 
.aDCtion all iDalit\JtiQa __ priadplea are 80 filial to our ........ 
III aalectiotJ etUldi4tateJ for tHse ~iIhIId atioDs, it wu ell 
importaattllatlhosa .buhlhetaken wM u..aIIon by their acts 
~ tbe, _eem Qat ~U8e-& higher aid Mlier eaoae than aD)' 
of the meN palItJ eQ8blata .ei the clay. In pr_eotillg you FaAN
CI' Gutt •• a. .c o.tario, lUI a eaodidate for Goveraor, an<l 
.lauK CuaT, of Wa"'gtAMa, as. CMdidate for LiaatenaDt Go
vernor, we thiak. we have selected .11Ch men. Tbe, have both 
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of them, rr.nt tile earliest ibvflltiplionl or., 'principles of Free 
Muoory, shown thellt8elv88 the mends of our bue rights;. aad 
both oftbem bave dared to stand f6lth fearlessly ami boldly, at iI 
period wben aach a coone WIlS attended with no-little hazard, the 
champions of civil liberty , and tbe avowed Ioes of secret s08ieriee. 
'.rhe zeal, ability, and fearle8S41eBt with which tbey ba\te respec
tively advocatedourcauRe in the balls oftbe bf)IJseand the Senate 
of this 8tate, should embalmJhem in our hearts, and endCllJ'dlem 
to our memories. Pabtic eentiment has pointed to these gentle
men as our &b18llt chaenpionlJ; aad We take pride i~ presentiag 
them to you &8 candidatea for your saftlages, to fill the higbest 
ofRees within your gift as ciliuDS of tllis state. Go to the polls 
tben, lello,," citizens; ex..,eilJe that power for the destruction otthe 
Masonic inatitution which the constitution and laWS' have putiBto 
your bands; Rod in the performlUlce «If that duty remember tbe 
solemn warning of the f\ther of our country, to '6ftt"are of IIlJ I/to 

Net .elf ere"ltd BOCittifIJ. ' 
JUlES H.\ WKE', ·Presittent. 

'fHOMAS C. GRBH, t S tar' . 
:-;&111 A. ABBEY, f ecre Ie.$. -_.eo--

SPEECH DI' T. P. 'I'AJ.DOT, B8Q. 

III lire .!it1! •• YaJOllil: JtellF Y.k Sr"" Colll'ention, dupat 4, 5,111146; 1828 •. 
I: .: .. ' 

Mr. Chairman-The opinione advanced in 1he resolutioas 
which I h .... e eft'erecl OR behalf of the committee appointed to ~ 
pare them, although long entertained by a'luge portion of our fel
low eitizas, may still, however, aeem to others barah and petba,. 
not well founde«l.· It becomes me, ther.tbre, to lay before 1hr. 
convention lOIIle of'the l'8UOJls whicb have cOaducted our minds 
to the concIwrions we have foiiaed. A due reSpect for my fellew 
citizens engaged in tile stUIIe cause to which I.have devotecl 
much of my time, bas induced me to preaent these reasons in a 
more formal_pe thaD is usual, that 1mB)" not be supposed to 
ndYal1Ce withoat due cOasideration, the erotle aad -ill digested sug
gestions of a Mated imaginatioa; and·lhat what 8baII be said may 
not be mistaken or misrepresented without the power: to correet it. 

It is not yet two y ..... ~co a~ portion of., a&IIte was aucl· 
dealy lIJOusM from the peaoe atul harmony in which they bad loug 
reposed, by the high banded and darittg oatnIpJ of' a bcNly of men 
whose objects and I'IlOtiYea we were for 80188 w.e entirely unahle 
to . ascertaia. It w_, readily perc;eival . Dat·i!lt slight cause nor 
ordinary. inducements could have so entirely sabc1aed tba.t reve. 
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toeftCO for. the ltl'IVs of: our country, which WheretofO\'e so uni. 
tormly -distu.gui8h~ our countrymen. .. To fiiacover the powerful 
motives .which impelled them on, has been the 'work of time and 
pemeveraaee. In this, as in m'08t other cues, .the, discovery of 
truth bas been alow and progresaive. Like tbeappuacb ofd!\)' 
to ttle traveller oR the ~ouotaiu, slight 'iDdicatio.na of light,are-dis
etned long. before objects can be cijstinetly seen-aod thus it 
.sbQUld· b6\. The miad require.bme tet aeeommodate its powers 
to the full perceptiOn ef new andUDIIXpected tnttba. We are 
sometimes mortified and surprised at our own ~ss, in not 
having fiOOner discerned what now appears aufticiently plain to 
our \IIl4erJta,Dding; and we can. with diffi6wt, di800ver the reasons 
why we have so loag beeR ignorant, when the means of knowledge 
were at our couunlJDd. " . , 
, But if the discovery of uuth in this instance has been sl~w, it 
has at last been complete end foll.: Doubts,tIIle obaeurities have 
vanished like, the mists of the mornhtg hefote the risiag SUD. 

W.t at first WI1$ coujeeture, is aow certainty. Did we at first 
sUlipeet that the·in1luenc.e of Masonry was not mendly to the true 
interests of our countryl we now kilow tbat it is directly hostile to 
to OIlf dearest rights. Did we at first entertaiD doubts whether 
the eXistence of this secret association was compatible with our 
yepublican' institutionsl we now kno"thIlt 'Where,it flourishes true 
tiherty callDot fiweH. Did we at fjrst mere\}' feat" that the obli~ 
gations ~f the members to ,each other might Dot always hanho· 
ae with their, o~tions to their fellow eitizeu at large? we now 
know that those ebligations are utterly illCODsistent with their duty 
to themselves, their country, and their God. . Did we at first s~ 
peet that the clahns 9f UUs society to be the 'mends of truth were 
not welIJouudedl ,we now know: .that sbe is the fruiUbl mother of 
delusion and oranor. If w~ then felt reluotant to admit her pre
tensioDS,to be :the .handmaid of Christianity; we now know·that 
-her votaries (of tile higher order at least) regard not the precepts, 
. reverence not the ordinances of Christianity, and blaspheme the 
God whom Christians worship.. If at first we suspected ber pu
tity; we now kn&W that she is ruthy, disgusting, and full of un
ceoun4ness-stripped by her. own votaries of all her borrowed 
.vestments of p~Dcled boliness, she at last !}tands before us na
'kOO ud exposed., jn all her native pollution and deformity • 

. 'rhus, fellow mti~DS, ·~ef.SiDg the order of nature,' and the 
hitherto progress of knowle~e, ,we-trust light.has arisen ill the 
.. t wbichshall soon sJmI&d its laYs O,ver our whol~ country • 
.&. ftre has been kindled wbida shaJlnot be soon ext~ed, .but 
",iJI,rapidly, 'lVe h~pe, spread throuah~fields ofenor, ~elu81on, 

Digitized by Coogle 

-, 
I 



Digitized by Coogle 



'LlnUT ON MASONRY; 493 

. r9d1y exCluding 'the most ~miable part of our species; the other 
peculiarly adapted to their natural seoaibilities and best f~s, 
aDd calculated to promote their importance in society, their com
fort in this 'world, and their happiness in eternity. Away, the~, 
with this and all other vain pretensions and idle elaims of Ma
sonry to our regard or reverence. The more the, are examined 
the less will they be valued. They eannot bear tI)e test, of truth; 
~ sInink from it, like the sensitive plant &om the rude' touch of 
the incautious examiner, Q.Dd when exposed to its full,inftueuee, 
will wither like the sickly plants when first brought from the ob
scure ligbt of the hothouse, and exposed to the full power of the 
meridian SUD. 

To 'counteract and destroy ~ baneful influence so opposed to 
morality and religion, is a duty not le.s sacred than to prese"O 
our civil and political institutions &om the secret attacks which 
we believe are constantly aimed, at them. Nor let it,be said that 
these apprehensions are unfoundelk tkattthese; fears are the mere 
chimeras of' distempered minds; that IWasonrytbas'no means of 
iJljaiing our rights or uDiermining our institutions. It is mOlt 
manifest that the influence of 1lhis assoeiatien has aheady been 
extensively exercised in OQr .county, altho •. the .manner of its 
operation basnot1l.lways been visible. That it ~ been exerted 
for the purpose of giving authority and; consequence to men who 
we1'e not fairly entided to them. !l'hst bad men have &om.this 
source found support and countenance, which they ought Dot to 
enjoy, and CiJUld not receive, ,from any other souree. That the 
inftueoce of good meD is dimiaiahed, ,and their attention-with
'drawn from those objects most 'worthy of regard. That by pro
moting, and in a good degree:requiring, the promiseuoas assem
blage of the wicked and the good; the profane and the pious, the 
infiael and the Christian, the proftipte--and moral, the sober and 
the intemperate-it is calculated to weaken the influence and 
·diminish the respect·which is due to virtue. That it promotea 
useless expense among those who are least able to bear it, .nd 
incites, to vicious exeesaes by the seeming nec,essity 'of assem
blages at the houses of entertainmeJ,lt. That it erects a falae 
standard of excellence, by substituting a useless bowledge of 
absurd customs and ridiculous ·legends, for true wpm 8IlIi 
valuable aequirernerrts. That it 'diverts the attentiOa pf ~ vota.. 
ries fromobjeets of real and permanent utility, by p~g it 011 

objects tOo frivoleull to deserve the ..... of reasonable and. en
ligbtened minds. That far from being the handmaid of = 
her progress is impeded by it, ~Q8e'it deludes by ita. a.o 
.morality; diverts the mind frem ellwniBing __ aiteDcJiII8 to· 

S. . 
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precepts anJ sancUOD8 or the Divino Jaw; and becwsc in tru&h it 
substPCes the words GlOlln for the words of God.. Nor can we 
DOW' ~ uy doubts tlaat the relative.obligations wbicli lIa
!GJJr1 iJDposes upoo it. ~ are ioeonsiRent with the ohJi. 
gaUous of ... to society at large, to their COU1ltry, and. their 
llreator. nat their aU",. cluties to each otJaer ue ineonsiBteet 
wiab the hither duties wbich they owe to the laws of t1Mir COUll· 
try, and the obligaliou eC charity aDd humanity to aU \heir fel
low creatures. Let 1M add, that tile ,peculiar structure or tho 
iDatitutiOD qualifiea it to eftectuate detigns and aeeompJieh plana, 
such as to its memben may IeeJIl good, however hostile those 
designs may be to the rights of others. 

Iftheae evils, or any of them, may, aDd in factc1o, at*, from thal 
somee, it will be ...dil, puted tbat while the fQ\JDtain rem_ 
the impure Itream8 will Dot eeue to &w from it. That wlriIe 
the corrtq)t tree is permitted to -grow, it will eontinue to produc. 
corrupt fruit. Tha~ as the vigor of its growtb is ·increased, itlf· 
milchifwou e&ec,ts will be more extensively felt. If even 0IJ.e of 

. theae evils do ill tNtla origiuate in that sOUFCet ibJ pernicious teo
deocy is _uadantIy oviderat. The wOlldi of unerring. wisdout 
have usured. UI, that *' BalDO spriDg C8IIIIot IeDcI forda hitter ~ 
sweet waters. 

Let i180' beurp.I,tbnt imperfection iltthe characteristic aCaD 
ntDall inatitutioQl. The most zealous adTocste of Masouy 
baa not dared to attempt proving, even by tho semblanee of argu
ment, that sho caa elaim aright to our. favor or regard, by.the 
benefits sbe coa£ers on _nkUuJ at large. But, say they, her ex· 
ceUence is concealed from vulgar.e,..; her beauties can be seen 
only by tb. iaitiated; her virtuel are not -lI~zoned l'oitb to the
world: all these are hid by the veil of secrec:y. They are indeed 
secret. 'For eye bath not seen, Dor man ........ , neither hath it 
entered mto the heart of milD to iataginet their loud assertion!, 
pompous euloRiums, and lwelliug declaDlilticme. Bold claims 
are indeed made C)n her behalt . But tho time fer these to avas1 
her has paued by. Her prete.atiOl18 wiU be broUiJht to the test 
of truth. . They can 00 lo.oger ~ rigorous mvesUption; 

. .aDd if they.re found false, they wiD be prcmeunced se, by the 
i~nt peeple of these United States. It lI!ay be matter .of 
jlllt prada to Americaas,· that it .lau been resefYed for them to 

. destroy the inftueoce of a. iastitnu. which bes continoally 
boasted of its ability to 1rithataacl all the power of Jringa.-.hich 
proudly asserts ~t no h~n fOrce can 'W8IIren or. destlOy bIr. 
Let not ber votanee deceaft thems~ by_theae Idle supposh 
ti1t1l8. She bu now a different IQree to eontend.witb. Sbe ma1 _ 
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. havo evaded the power of kings by taking refuge in the ignorance 
of dleir subjects. Her ·vainglorious boutiags may have im- . 
posed upon those who hed DO means of. illvestigating ihoir' truth, 
ad no interest in exposing'their faJaehoN. What maUers it to 
tbepoor peasant of Germany, .ho.etcis8s tbe authority by 
~fhich he is not protected, but .~ssed. He hu no hopes of 

. avoiding the misery which be endares, if indeed his moral sus
c'eptibilities are not 80 deatl8lled by tyranDy.that he .feels Dot his 
wretchedness. . What interest haa the ignorant Serf of Russia in . 
the question, whether the lecret reeegses of the lodge can be, or 
ever are, used .to conceal the conspiracies and cabals by which 
one military despot is strangled, and another elevated to his place. 
He is still to remain a slave; and, like the beasts of the field, be 

: bought and sold with the land which, be eultiw,tes. Why should 
the oppressed Spaniard ~8Nor to expOse the 4ark designs and 
treasonable projects of Free Masonry. They may sometimes 
shield him fr~m th'e power of a detestable tyrant, or save him for 
a time from the torture or the inquisition. 

Shall we be told that DO such influence is claimed or can be 
exerted by Free Masonry in Ameriea1- What then is American 
Free Masonry? For what purpose baYe Nol/wUBlultl lodg~8 
been organized in'these United States1 'fo what use is theU" 
,,'ast anpuaJ income applied!'" . .- . __ . . _ _ . -

Why nre six h~ndred·thousand men united together by myste~ 
rious ties, the nature of which ara studiously conc~d from 
their countrymen. Studiously ~ollCealed, did I say1 NaYt they 
are concealed at tbe peril of lire itself ; and reoesat events have 
proved that tbese' perils are by 00 means imaginary. But Free 
~asonry vauntingly points us to the names of distinguished men 
whom she has enrolled . among her members. Itia so, fellow 
citizens. And a~ all these lodges organized merely for the pur-
pose of privatucharity11s all this income exhausted in deeds 
qf benevolence1 Are aU these men uaited so clOSely, merely-to 
·promote conviviality and provide.eheet1 Are their lives subject 
to be sacrificed for the- preservation of secrets iq lMieh the COlD

munity nt large have no interest? - Have·the great men of our 
country sought for 'her higbest bono ... , . merely ·to bear a part in 
·her gaudy sbows and pompous pi'eOe8aionsl Does the states-
·man or the north and the:\V8.rriot of the south hecome rival can-
didates for the hipest office that Free Masonry can bestow. 

* ';l'be author of <Pree Masoory.'lit.lely·puhlishedin the city of N!,,! yprk, 
woo 18 11 Master Mason. computes ftom wen rG~ed data, that thmr mcome 
is not less than 120,000 dollars a year. thls volume should be read by overy 
dtiz~ oftbe United States who regards the welfare pfhis epantry, 
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merely that oDe 11181 weai a higher cap or btoUer sash than We 
other1 Do republicllDS condesceDCl to l'eCeive the empty ~e of 
kiDga aDd hiah paeate, ilIuatrious knights aDCl princes, for DO 

purpoee but to gratify a corrupt taste for insignificant distinetiousl 
Are.U tbete the mere p.arile amulements of fun aged children? 
Is it for mere amusement t,bat 80 ,maay who desire to enjoy the 
esteem alMl respect of their countrymen-who claim and obtain 
the offices and honon she bas to bestow-bear a part in the. idle 
parades of Masonry-partake of her profane ceremoaies, and 
load theircouscieoce with her blasphemous obligations! Rather 
let me uk, is there no eeeret and well organized influence whieh 
caa readily make itself felt from one end of the Union to the 
other1 No . method of writing to efFect a common object, by 
means whieb will not bear investigation. No secret obligations 
to aid ORe &.Dother in piOjects which are not known to the world. 
No plan of actioa which subjects not the agent to that responsi
bility for their actions, attached to all who are not ioitiated info.. 
the order. 

It is our datY'and our privilege faithfully to examiile these· 
questions; and enough, I trust, bas been said to show that they are 
tile grave attentioo of intelligent freemen. It may, incleed, be true 
that correct.opinions 011 these sobjectlt·do nOw prevail in alarge 
portion of oar state; bllt \he work4s not therefore finished-oIK. 
duty is not therefore performed. We are bound by every tie that 
counects 119 with 0111 country and 'our fellow citizens, not to lima 
our exertions to the district we dwell in. Such selfishness Duds 
no place in the breasts of freemen.. If our own minds have been 
disenthralled from these delusions_if light has arisen upon us
we cannot contentedly see our fellow citizens groping in dark
ness. It will, I trust, blH)ur delight to keep alive t.he. sacred 
flame, and guard it ca.\ltiously, as the Roman vestals watched the 
sacred fire. It may indeed be eBtering upon aa arduous task, 
and to accomplish it may require· patiepce" fortitude, iDClustry, 
and zeal. Those who engage in it must be prepared to·encoun
ter difficulties not now foreseen. Tbeir.motives may &.Dd pro
bably will be misrepreaenteli;' their objects misstated; their e1Forts 
impugned; but in the end tlley will reap tbe fruits of their exer
tions-secure the applause of their OWB conseieBCes, &.Del the 
commendation or the good. Tbe period in wmeb we live is fa. 
yorable to Jhe disccwery o(troth, &.Dd unfriendly to the endurance 
of error. The ~ious systems of superstition and delusion seelll' I 

to have hl1~ ~~ day;. their influence is decrming rapidly, and, 
they are. daily gtv~g eVIdence of their tendency to moral dissolu
tion. A,U false bg~~ are (ast extiQguishlng to m"'-c way foJ' .the.. 
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true light that iligbtWI everi man that· cometh 'into tho world.' 
The dark clouo of superstition and ignorance are rolliog away. 
The clear and beautiful atm.osphere of religious Imowledge is oc
cupying their place; and tbe ""nls of the 'Saviour biuiself batli 
assured us, that ·'there is nothing hidden thot shall not be re'-

• vealed.' 
Let it not be said that in promoting these' inv¥tigations-itl 

attempting to dispel tbis moral darkness-we persecute our fellow 
citizens,', It is not so. We war witb the abOlDinations of Ma
'ROriry. We 'Win not· that an authority exists amoog us, which 
elentes itself above 'the laws of our country; which can with 
impunity trample upon those', and which violates without remorse 

, . theprioeiples'ofhul)1anity. We mouro.overthe delusion which 
prevails in the minds of so many whom we regard with kindness 
and esteem. We long to see them treed from the chains of dark· 
ness by which they have been bound. We rejoice that they shaD 
soon be' free. We would say to them in the language of inspira
tion, 'Corne but of ber, that ye be not partakers of her sin.' 
As well might the benigb~ Indian cry oppression against the 
bumble missionary who labors to: infuse into his mind the light 
of the gospel. As well migl)t the Hindoo widow ery oppression, 
because she is urged to desC4nld troll,l-the funeral pile which is to 
conSume the- body of her deCieaSed husband. As well might the 
deluded worshipp8F of Juggemaut cry oppression, beeause he is 
witbheld from being,QJaDgled.un4er: the bloody wheels, of the 
idol god. ..." , . 

We may indeed''O$hd 'lIl., pride of 'some who have chosen·to. 
give acousequeoceto FMo·Masonrywhich she does not possess.·. 
And perhaps the-bluah1of shame may suffuse the cheeks of sonie 
who see herfoll,..aad ~r nothingness exposed. But the emotion 
will be -8l1,lutary, and b& suoceedf!d by self congratulatien at their 
removal t'rom a siokly.deJirium., . . 
, But, . feUow,:eitiz~ we have beud much of-excitement, and 
we halle. been II,ceused ,of keeping up an e,mtement in relation 10 
Masonry. The advocates-.of ~..,. who reprobate elEcitemerat 
so violently, seem to have forgotten that excitement is Dot fana
ticism. A'fld what great' moral 'benefit, let me ask, was ever 
eonferred upon mankind which was not produced by elEcitementr 
How was the Christian religion iOole- propagated but by e:ct!ite-' 
_nt? Are we not assured in the volume:of inspiration, that it 
is good to be zealously affected in a good causel What but 0:'
citement to ameliorate the condition otmankiod has sent the mis
sionary of·tbe Cross to the frozen shOres of Greenland and the , 
bUl!QiJlg sands of AtTica! W.ha~ but. exeite~Dt h~ rOlJsed the> 

S,~" 
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body or our most efficient friends, as men_ who never have and 
never will delire office. We can number among them many 
whose elevation of mind and self respect have 'never permitted 
them to use the ordinary and most suecesaful methods or procu
ring offices, however well they were qualified to perform their 
duties; who will not sacrifice their indepeadence at the ",brine of 
patty, though they are willing to serve their country. . 

It may perhaps be expected that I should, in the cotme of my 
remarks, take notice of an attempt made byeome of those venders 
of falsehoods and tools of party who disgrace "our country, to ere-
ate an impression that this impulse, which-las rooeed a whole com
munity to action, can -be used for mere party purposes; and that 
an eminent statesman had made a-attempt to buy it' for his own 
purposes. I cannot consent tf) occupy your attentioa by a serious 
effort to refute a calumny 80 ab8urd in itself-so eontemptihle by 
the souree fiom which' it originated-and so insuhing to the pa
triotism, integrity, and understanding, or many1housands of my 
countrymen., Be it-known to those who have made 'the auertion 
and those who have pretended to'repel it, that tM tieemenwbe 
have been influenced by this excitemel1t can neither 1»& bought or 
sold; They aim Dot tl) elevate one man or deprfJB8 another-to 
aid one political party or injure another. They have higher and 
bolier objects in vi.ew, from whiCh they cannot be terrified or di
'Verted by sucb insignificant accusations. . "'1 aim to rid their 
country of a noxious pestilence which walb in darkriesa tbrougll 
the land-to take from all parties the po.wer to· wield this 'bJack 

"engine ofnigbt'-to dispel the moral darknesa inwhieh so many 
of their ceuntrymen have 10 long groped-to strike o1fthe-bue 
chains which have 80 long held in ignoble bondage the minds ot' 
lDany thousands of their fellow citizens~ aad restote them to the 
tilll enjoyment of those privilege& purchased by the bloocl of their 
father~to seize this many beaded monster bl the throat, drag it 
forth (rom the murky den itt which": abe has so long coneealed her
self, and strangle it ia open day before its venombad been scattered 
over the land to corrupt the verY fountain of aU-that is good and 
valuable in ou~ civil and ~ligioU8 institutiOllS. We may Dot in
deed live to see -these objects completely efteeted; but they are 
worthy to employ the energies of every generou. mind; ,and he. 
who shall assist to 88complish them wilhaot have lived. witbout 
benefit to hil country. 

But, sir, will it be seriously contended, or can it be expected, that 
all who have aided to lay the fOUlldation for accDIDpIishiag these 
.g1orious objects, are therefore to be excluded from the service of 
their coqutryt By what mellD8.au they know that ~ extr~. 
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nons. are appreciated and favored by their fellow ci~nsl How 
sball the dis~oneat or deluded advocates of this system of elTOr 

. and deception be convinced that they can no longer uphold it with 
impunity! :po you expect aid from· the timid, the selfish, or the 
wilfully igI:lorantl Will the profane altars of Free Maso~ be 
overthrown by the hands of her General Grand 8igh Priest?· 
.Think you that those who ~v~ contributed to erect her idle tem
ples will themselves assiSt to tumble them into ruinsl Such is 
not the usual course of action. What we have cherished as valua
ble, we are unwilliDg to believe has at last become worthless. 
Even tHe useless bauble which bas long Jnmg ~t'us we· reluc-
tilntly part with. . . 

There are indeed some, and not a few, among us, whose clear 
perceptiOns and strong minds have enabled them to discover their 
true situation-who have nobly dared to be free and to throw oft: 
by one vigorous effort the fetters which have so long bound them 
to an institution to whose iniquities they could not be blind. With 
such men we can cheerfully and gladly co-operate in the good. 
,vork we have engaged in. We feel that far ourselves and our 
COWltry we owe them much, and we shall not be reluctant to dii!. 
charge the debt to our utmost ability • We know; in part, what 
they have encountered, and how they have overcome. 

Away then, sir, with all your poor aijempts to deter us from the 
perfonnance of the sacred duties which circumstances have im
posed upon us. Let. not our opponents amuse themselves with 
. such hopes. They are vain. . We trust, that we have counted 
the cost, aad. that we shall not shrink from the consequences •. 
Our cause is good: we will not abandon it. Our motives are pure: 
we fear not to have them investigated. Let us be united and we 
shall be strong. Let lis be prudent and finn and we shall be suc-

. (,!essful. May Hs who bas. the hearts of us all in his hands, guide 
and direct us in all our deliberations, and so control all our exer
tiODS, that they may be productive of lasting benefits to our'b:e,.. 
lDy.ed country. . 
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TBIAL OF ELI BRU(JE AND OTHERS, 

~I -' CONSpmACY TO KIDNAP AND CARRY OI'B mr. MORGAN. 

[FJom the ODtario .. ~.J 

Tua foUowing report comprises all the m~teria1 testimony ta
ken. on thi:l interestinJ and important trial. It is proper to state, 
\hili Willia Tumer was called after Mrs. Han had testified, bUI 
bot beiaa then in court, other witnesses were sworn before him; 
and that his testimony has been introduced nest to her's because 
it relates to the same JIlUt of the case. 

ONTAJUO GENERAL SESSIONS-AUG. 20, lS2S. 

Present, HoD. Nathaniel W. Howell, HoD. Cheater LooQlili, 
Hoo. Jehu Price, aud HOD. Samuel Bawson,. judgesof tho CQunty 
courts of Ootaria couDly. 

Tho ioclictmeDt .... t Eli Brtue, o,.tIJ8N& Tt.lrmr, and Ja-
t reeI~, (or a CODIpiracy to kidnap.ad CatTy away William 

Morga from the eount)' of Oatario to pads lI.known, W8 • 

brought on (or tn.1 at tAe opening .of the court in the afternoon. 
Counsel for the people, Daniel Moeel$y, Esq., flpeciaI com

missioner; Bowen Whitieg" district utorneyof Ontario count]; 
and Charles Butler, Esq. , ' 

Counsel for the d.(.nda~ Hon. Dudley Marvin, and Mark 
II. Sibley, Esq., of C..-aclaigua; WilliamH. Adams, Esq., of 
LyoDS; and Vincent MaUbewe, and Ebenezer, Griffin, Esq., of 
Rochester. 

The following persons were sworn a. juror.:-Hiram ADSOn, 
Nathan Cary, Jasper W. Peel, Levi Smith, Amasa Spencer, 
.John Stults, Evert Green, AbrahJm Dodge, Henry LincolD, 
Daniel Short, John Pe~l,jun., and Samuel Reed. 

Mr. Whiting haring opened the cue to thejury, on behalf of 
the people, the (oRowing testimony Wall introduced. 

lmul B. Hall, swom.-Tbe witness was jailer of Ontario 
cOWlty in 1826. He knew William Morgan who was committed 
to the jail of said county, on the tenth of September, in that year, 
.aocl discharged on the twelfth of the sllIIle mUllah, 118 this witness 
hail been i~formed.. Witness was absent from the jail at the time 
ofX,organ s comiJutment and discharge. 
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J#6fI CWpman, swom.-Wibletl8 was a justice of the pe:I.CO 
in ClDUciaigua, in. September 1826. On the morning of tho' 
teatlt of that flJollth, . it being Sunday, Nicholas G. Chesebro 
caae to the witMIs' house and requested him to go to his office. 
He did so.' Cbesebro came in soon, Dnd shortly after him, Ebe
nOQr C. Ki.-gllley,. who made a oomplaint &gaiast William Mor· 
PB iOr laroeay: Chesebro .fated tbat Morgan had come from 
Batavia, and was, at that time, about six miles we.t of Canandai
gua. Witness issued. warraat. spinst Morgao, directed to tho 
sherift",or either of the cOQIftables·of Ontario county, or to Ni
cholas G. Chesebro, one of ,the coroners thereof; by virtue of 
which he was -.pprebeaded, brought before witness on Monday 
evening, and by him diBQbarged for want of sufficim'lt proof to 
ooDvM:t him. . Cbesebro . then' requested of "itness a warrant 
against Morgaa, Oil a demond which be held against him 8S as-
8ignee of Aaron Aekley. A w.rrut \Vas aecordi~ly i.ued, 
Morpo fll'I'8ate4. judplltnt elltered up against him by his coosent, 
eltecuuon thereoB taken out aod given to Holloway Hayward) 
then being· a c:onstaWe in Caaandaigua. 

Hollomay HaytelWd, ...... -The witness was a constable of 
the toWIl of CaDtUl4laigua in lSi6. He receitJed &he warrant is
sued agaiost Morgan on the cbarge of larceny; '.Vent to Batavia 
with five others, of wbom Chesebro was Dne, arreated Morgali at 
that plaoe, brouJht him ber.re Mr. Chipman 00 Monday, was 
present during apart of his examiaation, received the execution 
ngaiDat )iQrgan, ftIft.t.eci him by vir.e of it, and committ.ed him 
to the jail or Ontario cOUIIty, between eight aod nine O'clock ~ . 
the evening of the elevonth of September. 

Me"!l W. Holl, sworn.-8he is tbe·wife of the jailer. She was 
not at hom~ whoo Morgan wae committed; but came home on 
'ruesday the t"elM of September:, and found bim in jail. Mr. 
Hall weat out about .rk on the evening of that day. A perSOD 
caRle to the jail aad inquired for MI'. Hall; abe told hiin he had 
gone from home. The pel'lOn tbenwished to go ioto Morgan's room, 
whicb abe rerused. He thea .. ked permission to have a privato 
caTenation with MOrpD, which wu ai_refused. He then in- -
8~.t~ on pay!ng the debt fer which he was i~prisoned, ~d taking . 
hun away; this too..W88 refused. The persOD then went m search 
of Mr. HalJ, and· soeB retumed without finding him, and again 
urged witness to permit him to pay the debt and take. MOIJI!D 
a .... y; to which she would ao& C08SQnt. He.theD asked her whether 
she would .discharge him if Col. Sa",.r would say it wali right; 
witness did Dot say she would or would Dot. The person ~ 

. away sad loon OlDIe back ,nth Col. Sa.wyer. Cbesobro adVised 

" 
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'\fitness to let lIorgan go. Law80n paid ·the amoat'for w\i6h 
Morgan WIll imprisoned, which was a little more than three .clot· 

·lara. Stranger wellt to the door and whistled. Witnesa UDlocbd . 
the door of Morgan's room, and Lawson went in and lecI Jf. 
gaD iBto the hall of·the jail by the arm. After they went olltofthe 
cloor, and before it was shut, abe heard the.cry of mlHder. She. 
went to the door and saw three mea'taItiDg Morgaa east; be was 
struggling, his hat fell off, aDd olle·of them teok it up. She.!IV . 
no other person about the'jaiL An unknown person rappei OR 
· the well curb, and a carriage soon passed by the jail from the . 
west. It went eut, and shortly returned, driven with great rapi. 
dity. This took place about nine iathe'enoiog of·the twelfth 
o'Sep,tember. She bu not seen Morgan since. . 

Willil7Umer, swom.-In Sep(ember 1820, witDell8Iiv:edwi1b 
Mr. Freeman Atwater in the _et on whicb. the jail is situated, a 
little west of it, and on the same side-of the road. ' As he·came. 
out of Atwater's pte one eveniag, he met Chesebro aad 8aw,er 
loiog west. Saw Sawyerpickap a .tick. Theytumed aboutaad 
went to the west comer of the jail, ad were there whispering to
gether. Witness went,·to Mr. Hall's well, wbich.is iD. the street 
a little west of the jail, 'for water; ana as 'he wu ·tumil!c tile wa
ter into his. pail he heard the cry of murtler. He saw diNe men 
coming down the jail step. with1heir arms locked. Heard the ef}! 
of murder once while they were'coating down the attlpB, and twice 
after they bad left them. Mn. Hall .... standing in 'the doo,. 
Some one, he believes Chesebro, «epped the mouthof1he man 
who cried murder. When ·they had goDe a little distance from the 
steps, the middle man of the three appeared to haag lJack; hiabllt 
feU off, and a Mr. Osborn took it tip and gave it to Sawyer • .laked 
Sawyer what the rumplll~, Wbe'l'eplied that a man had. ~ . 
arrested for debt' aod was unwilliq to go. Saw Sawyer rap OR 
the well curb. Hubbard's earriage.oon drove by rapidly to the 
dRSt, with Hubbard driviag; the horses were gray, and the cur~ 
tams down. The carriage weD~ a ·little bey oDd tbe pound, eut of 

, the . jail, and turned about. A man was put in by fourothen; 
'Who then got iD, and the cartiage·drove·weat and went I'OIIDd the . 
· corneroftbe~vern tbenkept by Mr. Kingsley. WitnessfOilowed 
· the men as tbeywebt east; aod was near the pound when they.got 
into the carriage. ,It turned round before they got. iii. As the'car· 
riage was returning west, some one in it cried out, 'Hubbard, 
why doft't you drive faster; damn you, why don't yea drive faster.' 
Hubbard then cracked his whip. H,ad iJeen Meipa, but did nQt 
.bow ~tber he.wu the man takeDiioa the_ Did 'Dot know 
;those who caine dOWD the' steps. Tl!emoOll ..... ltri,g1lt. . 
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. 11irafi llulJbard, 'sworn~-In September, 1826, the witness 
kept a livery s&able in Canandaigua. . He was applied to·by Mr. 

, Chauncey H. Coe to take a party to Roehester on the. twelfth.of 
September, and was paid for it lashummer or fall by Mr. Nicho
las G. ChesebfQ.. His. was a yellow. two-horse earriage. His 
horses were gray. They were at the barn near Mr. Kinglley's 

, tavern, west·ofthejail •. About the time he was ready, some per
SOIl OJ} the sidewalk,theliand n~w unknown to tlie.witness;told 
him to ,0 on the Palmyra road when he was ready, for the party 
laa.d gone on; This was the only direction he had as to setting 
oat. He did not hear a rap an. the well-curb. He started aoout 
nine o'clock in the-evening. It was pleasant anc;lthe moon. shone. 
No one was in the carriage when he left the barn. He went be
yond the jail east fifty or sixty rods, and stopped opposite the 
long hoose. His party,supposed to be five in number, there 
opened the carriage and got in. He heard no noise. . He pre~ 
sumed the people in the road were his party.. He knew. none of 
them then, nor where they came from, and has not known them 
since. He cannot say whether he saw them get ioto the car
ria~e. He was not very particular in noticing them.' . After the 
party had got in, he turned round. On ·his way to Rochester hc 
first stopped at Brace's, six miles from Canandaigua, to water; 
th~ people had not gone to bed; some of tlie compa!)y ,vent in; 
he, don't know bl1t he saw them by candle light;. he don't know 
bow many went in •. He.stoppedagain at Bacon's, in Victor, or 
at the house beyond; people bad gone to bed. Stopped also·at 
Mendon; nobody was up. Did not feed his IIoFSes at either of these 
places. He stopped at 8tone's, in Pittsford, long enough to water. 
The bar keeper was up' waiting the return of some young men 
belonging ~o tbe house. Don't .relJlember whether any of his party 

. ,otout beyond Brace's. He stopped in Rochester, at the large wa
tering place in Main. street, tlfn, or twelve minutes; it was just at 
twilight. Some of the party got out here, but he don't know 
whether any went from the carriage; he saw no one of them thea 
that he bew, and has seen Done since to recognize thelJl. The 
party desired him to go on beyond Rochester. . He con'ented to 
go;. be took the J~ewiston road. On arriving at Hanford's, which 
was then a tavern, one of the party got out. He called for feed 
for his horses, but got none; he went about ejghty or one hundred 
rods beyond the house and stopped near a placll of woods. It was' 
Dot a usual stopping placc; the party got out before he turned his 
carriage; hc thinks he must have seen them, but he saw no one 
that he knew. an,} has SeeD ne one of them since. He clon" know 
wby be ~topped at that place, but presurn~ his party told him t. 
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do IlOo BeCuroiDg he stopped at Haaford'. aad eadeavorec1 to 
get ~ fer bia bones, but couW DoL . He ~w two or three carria
ges ...... out 0{ Rochester wile. be did, which turaed roUJld aacI 
weDt back. One.... aaman carriage; . its color · be cannoc re
collect. After he bad tUrDed ... ountl be met a back with two hor-
sea, near the bouse; thinks it was green; did not. it stop, nor 
hear it bailed; thinks it waa DOt the hack .~ saw goiIg oot of 
lloobeater. He beard nothing from 'ms party about carriages 
oolDingfrom Rocheater. )[nows Mr. Platt, wbokeptali,erysta
ble in Rocbellter, but not mil carriages. No one retumed ill .. 
carriage to Rochester except two transient . per80D8 whom he 
took in on the road, neither of· whom waa known to him. An 
unknown mao on borseback palsed hiscarrriage between Ca· 
nandaigua and Rocbester. . 

E%f'4 Platt, Iworn.-In September, 1826, the witness kept a 
livery ltable at Rocbester; He is a Muon and a member. of .. 
Chapter. A lodge had previously been established at Lewiston. 
A Chapter was expected to·be installed in tbat place, and the Ro
cbelter Cbapter bad been authorized to install it. It is ~uaI for 

' the Grand Cbapter to issue to luitable persons a special commis
sion for sucb a purpose. The fint officers of a Chapter w~1d 
be proper commh.sioners. After the fact of the Rochester Chap
ter baving received a commission to install tiDe at Lewiston hid 
been for lome tim.knltwn. and about ten days before the instal· 
lation, tbe witness W88 all ked if be could furnish carriages to take 
tbe commissioners to Lewiston; and he said that he could, but 
advised that he should take the stage. He stated he could nQt 
go Jiimself by reason of ill health. A bout four or five o'clock io 
tbe lJIoming of the day, Or day but one, before the Lewiston instal· 
lation, some person called at hjs front door and saij he waQted a 
carriage to go to Lewillton, aod desired it might be sent to Ens. 
worth's, wbere the company was. He then went away imme
diately. The wibless called up his driver, whose name was 
Parker. The driver had been in witness' employ several months, 
but left mm a month or two afterwarlls on account of sore eyes. 
He don't know where he lives now. The carriage was seut 
soon after it was called for. The witness did· not see it start. I 

He bad two ('amages, one of a cinnamon color, or yellow, and 
the other green. He thinks 'the first was takeD. Tbe horses I 

were black, or of a brown bay color. They were gone several 
days. He supposed the carriage was for th~commissioners, 
and bad no intimation tbat Morgan was going in it. He did not 
see the person that called for die carriage. and has never been 
able to ascerta!n who be is. The only charge he made was on the 
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paper in his .aIlet, in theee .ftnls, 'Gruel C .... pro tempore, 
te carriage to Lewiston.' He suppoud the carriage was for the 
Chapter, and expected oIOOle one, in its behalf, would paybim; bu~ 
.·has not been paid, end has never asked any' person to pay bim. 
He has beard that some of the Chapter went in a steam boat to 
I.e.tGn. He knows Hiram. Hubbard, but did not He him or 
• carriage with gray horsss tbat day. He let to George KetchUID 
a e.mage and norses to go to Batavia, the day before Morgan went 
to that plue. If the ins~lIation was the fourteeoth, hie carriage 
mu_, have gone the eleventn, or twelfth. It was not engaged OD 

Bonday eveiling, nor any thing theD saM about it. Reuben Leo
nRtd kept tavern in Rochester at. that time. Don't kD.OW that aDY 
perSons were at Leonard'. io relation to carrillles to go to Lewi.
ton. Was not there him~I(. He knows nothing of a carriage 
,and horSes being employed,oQ the Friday eveniag previol1l, to 
1J0 to Batavia, . 

. HM"I'!/ Olrrutead, sworn.-He rssided at Greece, near Hand
ford'. landing, in September, 1826.' Onemorning of that monda, 
jUst at daylight, he saw a carriage with a pair of gray horses in 
the road BOuth of Handford's, The horses. were very sweaty and 
appeared to be much fatigued. ~e' curtains of the carriage were 
drawn. There were two men on the bOLHe did not know 
either of them. Does not know how far it went beyond Hand. 
ford's. About fifteen ~utes afterwards he saw the carriage 
-standing under Haod(ord's abed oPpollite.biS house. About .... 
hour after sunrise he saw the saine carriage come on the Ridge 
l'9ad, take the River .road, and proceed towards Rochester. Its 
curtains we~ up, and five. or six men in it. He was standing in 
the road. He saw DO other carriage that morning coming from , 
R~bester. The end of the Ridge road is a few rods &om Hand
ford's house. . A person passed on a brown mare, whom he has 
since ascertained to be Edward Doyle •. 

S.w W tJIker, sworn.--Witness lives on the River road, directly 
QPposit~ ·the point where the Ridge road intersects it. On the 
morning of the tw~fth of September, 1826, while talking with 
Mr. Olmstead, he I!8W a yellow carriage· with gray horses pass by. ~ 
Wheo it returned the curtains were up, and three, four, or fi.ve 
persons in it, one of whom he knew to be Burrage. Smith. A 
person 00 Mr Platt's brown mare was forward of the carriap. 
Be saw DO other carriage that 1DOIping, baving been &om home 
most of the time. . 

8iltu WGlbridge, aworn.-He' lived, iD 1826, in Clarkson, 
about Dt\ee1J miles from. the River road. Near the time of the 
t'aces, which commenced that year on the fourteenth of Sep 
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tember, be was applied tobyageutlemanfor a pair of horses to 
go before a .back, wbi~ he, stated would arrive ~twee~ I:"igbt and 
ten o'clock m the mornmg. The gentleman said he did not waut 
a driver. ' Witness. at first.declined lettin~ his borses go without a 
driver, bUI finally consented. harnessed hIS horses about eight 
o'clock, and tied them under his sbed. The hack came along be
tween eight aDd nine o'clock,. and when it approached his bouse 
the gentleman went along by the side' of it and had some conver
satiOA with the driver who soon drove on. He then said be did 
not want the ·horses. A person, "i.ce dead. "told witness what 
was to· take Illace, IU)d when tbeback came in sillht, pointed .it 
out to him. The back was of a dark color, and the horses 
dark bay. " . 

SMah Wilder, sworn.-The witness. lived, inSeptem~r, 1826, 
with Capt. Isaac Allen, about fiv!' miles east from Clark800., 
Allen does not keep tavern, and there are no houses near ~i.in. 
About the eleventh or twelfth of September in that yeae, !It tf'n or 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, Mr. - came aod inquired 
for ('apt. Allen. Did not know where 'he was. Mr. --'
went hastily in pursuit of him, hallooed for him, toOD found bim, 
and retumed after the back. The hack came up before the house 
in about fifteen minutes. It was brown,and the horses were brc'IWDj 
the curtains were down, and the day was very warm. . Did not 
know the driver. Capt. Allen's horses were broUght up, aDd 
Capt. ~ and Mr. "--- . ehanged the hurses; th086 t~at 
came with the hack w~re put in Capt. Allen's bani. The hack 
:went west, and Mr. - with it, and rE-turned about aD hour 
before sunset the next day. The curtains were up. and nil one 
in it.· Capt. AlIen'bad gone to Clark8~n but had 'told witness 
wber~ the horses that came with the hack the preceding day 
might be found. They were put to it again, and the hack "retum6d 
to the east. Don't know who was with it wben it returned. 

Williarll Cooper, 8wom.~Witness lives in Clarkson~ About 
tbe middle of September, 1826, coming from the west he passed 
a carriage and two pair o.fbor~es in . the road about tour milea 
west of Clarkson, and about one third of the distance from Capt. 
Allen's to Mr. Spencer's. It was between eleven /lnd twelve 
o'clock in the forenoon. Does not recollect the' day of ihe 
montb, but it was near the ·time of the races that yelar. They 
were then training horses on the race grounds. He'co.nnot say 
whethe~ theborses~ere attached t~ the carrjage ,or not; the;', ap
peared to be changmg them.· A man on the box, whom -De.bad 
never seen before, was holding the line~ one span of horsQh· ... 
Capt. Allen's, the other he did not know. Tho weaihei;~ , 

I 
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very. ...... and abe cun.ins of the C6rriage were dewo. 1l.ere 
were &or or Dve mea in a lot south.of the Jlidge road eooven. 
'tnJillont fifteen rods from alae carnage, the others DeIU'er. Two 
..rtbem wwe aittiDg, tM others standing; Wit .... knew 'seve. 
1'8Iqfdle men: Capt. Mien, Mr. Spencer, and Mr. -. He 
aftenrarda tbought that another's name was Augur, but u not 
poaiaiye of it; The carriage did aot start wbile he saw it. 

SoImutm C. Wrig/tl, sworD.-He kept a public bouse 'nNia~ 
~ county, in September, 18~Ui. His ~use ie on the norr11 side 
of the Ridge r~, at the poiDt of ita intersection by the L()('kport 
road, six miles east of Col. Mollineux's, and three aad 11 haJ£ 
miles nort!;a of Lockport. 10 the month of September it.. that 

'year, 'on the day befQl'6 the installation at l.ewiston, just at night, 
a two-borse pleasure carriage fJr back dralre, uoder his shed, aDd 
afterwards jato bjs barn, which is a few rods farther liom bi~ house. 
The barn doors are usually sbut. The feeding' troughs in the 
shed were broken down, and the carriage was driven, into the 
barB to feed the hor:ies\ and they ate from boxes placed before 
them OD the floor where the carriage stood, in the farther end of 
the barn. Don't know .ther-tbey were taken from the car
riage. The horses were not changed. Did not see those who came 
in the carriage get out or in. Don't know wbere they got out"nOl: 
laow many there were. Did not know any of them.or the driver. 
Has Dever seen the driver siDce. .lU who came in the carriage, 
iacluding the driver, toolt 8upper at bis bouse. and eacb paid bit; 
ewn bill to bim. His bar keeper was gone, and be tended bar. 
Was in the bar when they first came in, and saw them go through 
tile bar I'OQQl to supper, ,The driver obtained food for the horses. 
Witne118 does not knoW' that any persons came in the carriage. 
IJidnot see the door opeD. l)on't know whether the curtains we ... 
down or not. Don't know that anyone was ill the carriage during 
_upper. 8&W)1O one go to the carriage during supper, and did not 
10 ~1DSelf. He once went into the barn to fiod a servant while the 
carriage wa~_ there. Neitber saw nor heard lUll perIOD. passed 
the shed in going to the barn. 'There were horses under it. 't IV8II 
duk m.en they finished supper. After supper tLey pr~eedecl 
:west. Did not see them get into the carriage. Hie bouse, shed, 
,and barn, are 011 the same side of tke road. The- installatiOIl W1II!I 
talked or. Don't know how many went in the carria.ge. . There 
'Were'l8S11 in his bouse after the carnage bad gOll,f than berate. 
Di4 not see it start. N oibing myaterioul about it that at~ted 
partieWar atten~on. There W8te p8I'8ODIIat his bouse who ~ Bot 

.oae in the ~ He did aot knqw them or their buaU1~ 
haae I'uneIt came to ..... ' ".n. ,ei ................ 
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the . eame. Had no COBversatlon with him. He has since 
mo~aaad .. ,Witness knew Eli Bruce at tbat·time.·DiII 
not see !lim at his bouse that eyeniDg.. He mows Elisha Mather 
did DoC see him that night. He was at witness' bouse about that 
time. Tbioka it W8l!l before. Saw bim the next day, or next day but 
ODe. TIle next day a carriage passed bis bouse from tlae nsUo 
the.... Don't know whether it stopped, nor whether it W1IIl tae 
II&ID8 that was at his house the preceding night. A hack stopped 
at his bouse the next day. It is usual for carriages to stop there. 

WilIilM MoUi,.-z, swom.-In :--eptember, 1826, witness 
lived in }'leming, Niagara county, on the Ridge road, at a point 
where it is intersACted by the road from Lockport; a liUle more 
than twelve miles from Le~ton, sixlrom ~olomon C. Wright's, 
ond six or seven froOl Lockport. On the Bight before or the 
uigbt after the installation, about twelve o'do( k, } Ii Bruce, whe 
6en lived at Lockport, came to witness' house with two. stran
gers. Bruce came up stairs where witness was in bed, alld said 
some of his frieoos were j!oing to Lewiston, and asked him for Ii 
chaar' of horses. Bruce told witness that they should' be used 
c:arelUl)y. "' itnll88 called up his son, and after consulting witla 
tUm concluded to let Bruce have bis horses; Bruce and "itness' 
son got up the horses. Do~s not mow from what place the car
riage came, nor whether Bruce wellt on with it. One of Bruce's 
companions stayed over night at witness' house, and took care 
of the borses that were with the carriage, and helped change the .. 
when it returned. Does not know who drove. Bruce spoke of 
Brown as tbe driver. The horses returned the neIt moniing • 
IiUle before ,uonlle, in the charge of Brown. 100 carriage'was 
large and of a dark brown or black color. He saw no persons 
but Bruce and the two strangers that came with him. lan't say 
which road the carriage took in the morniug, nor how many were 
in it. Did not see Bruce'again till next winttJr. Brown saii 
Bruce would pay for the hoJ'lleS. W ituellll has Dot been paid. 
Has an account with Bruce .... 

COJydon Foz, swom.-In September, 1826, the witness liyei 
at Lewiston, with Mr. Barton,.in the capacity of a stage,driver. 
The night before or night after the installation, between ten and 
twelve o'clock, Mr. lIarton called witness up aod told him to get 
IUs back aad horses ready to go to YoUngstown. "'hen he WIUt 

ready Bruce got on the bOI with him and directed him to drive 
uto a back sb.tilet to a cairiage which W'fouod standing there 
.-ithout any borses attached to it. He drove by tpe carriage ia 
.the back street. Some jl8F80ns were Standies near .it. One ~ 
••. g~" • it. .. lifter daey _ Bnce W go, in bis ... 
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Bruce told him to drive to Col. King's, about six miles distant. 
He would bave noticed violence· if there had been any. but he saw 
none. Saw nothing brought from the carriage in the road to bis 
hack .. On arriving'at King's he stopped, by direction of Bruce, 
who got out and called to King, who came down into the hall, 
where he and Bruce conversed together. While they were con
versing, .some one in the carriage asked for water in a 'whining 
voice, to which Bruce answered, 'You shall halVe some in a mo
ment.' King and Bruce then got in~ and he dr~ve to the burying 
ground, about three quarters of a mde from KlDg'a,' and half a 
mile from the fort, where he stopped, by Bruce's direction. There 
were no houses Rear. The party, four in number, got out and 
proceeded side by side towards the fort, and witness, by Bruce's 
orders, returned to Lewiston, where he arrived before dayl~ht. 
The witness was often called up late at night, . and frequently 
drove passengers whORl he did not know; but it is not usual to 

, take up a party in the b,,:ck strt'et~ and he never belore left a party 
at the buryinf1; ground, which' is not an ordinary stopping place. 
The next day he saw Bruce atthe Frontier Buuse, in Lewiston •. 
Knows not what became of the carrillj!e in the road. Saw no
thing unusual in the manner of getting in and out of hi" hack. 

The witness was asked whether be was taken into the lodge 
soon after this occurrence; but the eourt said the question wu 
impropllr, and it-was not answered. 

Eber.ezer Perry, sw"rn.~Lives in Lewillton, on Back or'Ridge 
street. On the n~bt fi,llowing, the 13th of SE'plt·mbf>r. 1826, 
after twelve o'c1li1ck, he saw a pe-rson hamE'ssing a ('arriage at 
Barlon's stable; lieard it !ltart. and went to thE' door. Saw a car
riage coming, whirh went a little di!!tance bf>yond another stand
ing in the street without hurst's, and stopped. Two men were' 
on the box. One of them he knew tv be Corydon Fox, and the 
ether be reeognized at an examination at Lockport about two 
months afterwards, and ascertained to be IIi Bruce. WitneMl 
thought something strange was going on and went into his garden 
near his house, where he had a view of what took place in the 
road. Saw a man go from the box of the carriage which had 
Wiven by, to the one standing in the street, and opened the door. 
Some one got out backwards by the asMistance of two in the car· 
riage. Be had no hat, but a handkerchief on his bead, and ap
peared intoxicated and helpless. ·They wept to Fox's carriage 
and ~ot in. The man he supposed to 'be drunk was helped in • 
. One went back and took something from tM carriage they had 
left; he thinks a jug; returned, got in, they drove off, and he saw 
no mere of them. Wiu.s saW' DO pe1'8o~ in tIlo unhamestled 
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arriIge, tile ..... be., dowa. 8ai4 .80", about .. lac 
laid _ "r four or five mootbl. . 

[The prosecution tbeo called Edward. GiddiDII, but the d" 
aDt'a c:oUa.eI. objeeted to his beiDg IWora becaoae he bad DO 
religious belief whatever. After bearing the testimony reepediDg 
Ilia JeIipua opinions, and tile arguments of cOUll8eI OIl boIh sifles, 
Iba court lJ8!U'imously decided that he was not a competeat wit
-. The pideoce in re!ation to Mr. Giddins is 8uhjoinlld. It 
is DOt introdaced in its order.., given in court, because it has DO 
Uect bearing UpoD the main question.] . 

Ell,Ita AdGnu, snrn.-He lived in Porter, Niagara coUDty, 
in 1826, about two miles down the lake from the village of 
youogsto..... rhe troopslet\ the fort in June, exc.ept one old 
aoldier who died there 8008 after they had gone. About the ~ 
die of September Gidcline. weDt to York. W" absent three or 
(our days, and witness took· charge of the ferry and his house 
during bia abaence. Gidcline' house was on the flat below the 
fort, twenty or thirty rod .. distant from it.· That part of the fort 
Dearest to bis house is the mapzioo, which fonDS part or the walL 
There were ammunition. quarter masters stores, &c. ill tbe rort. 
He weot awq the day before GiddiDs CD bome. Was frequently 
at the fort in Septelllber. Giddins had charge of the fort and pub
lic property there. Don't know where the key of the magazine WIll 

while Giddi.os was absenL Supposed it was in the meS!5 bouse, 
whicb is to tbe left of the magwDe as viewed from Glddins' 
)aouae. Heard DO one in the magaaine while tending ferry. Don't 
know that BIl1 one was there. Heani, about the time of Giddios' 
retuna, of Morgan'. baving been brought there. Never bear 80 
front either of the liefeo4ants. Don't bow that rood or elMk wu 
carried to the magazine while Gi.tdins wu absenL W as in it bc;lth 
hefore and :!ince the troop,. left the fort. About tIM time the p. 
lie property was sold, he was employed to put things in order at 
the fort. Witness went to ~ddios' house at his request, but at 
what time he c~ot teH, liftd $aw there Col. King. Dr. Max. 
wen and Obed Smith bad bodliag to de with them. Giddias .. 
lae bad some work for bira to do; showed it to him. Went home 
without doiag it, baving DO tcds with him.. . , 

JaM Jaclaoa, sworn.":"'Jo the fall or 1826 be lind ia Lock,. 
porL The night before the ioMallatiOD he .yed at Giddios'," 
brodIer io law. WeDt to i.DJtalialiOIl. DOIl't __ whedler Gi.l
diDS w~nt. B~re gOing to the ..... lab9D he ... withGid4\naa. 
the 1Jl~ Twenty ortbirty minutes prew.sI, toeettiag._ 
GiddinS iIad a pi8tol. B.eitlles&ed ___ to_ it; _ i""" 
nw Mt .... GMkIiM Ja,it.... .Did DOt see iL.aertlle, 118" 
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house: ,Giddins oarriedsometbing with him. Don't know wllat. 
Witn,}l±01 approached within about two rods of the magazine~ Gid
dins up t(, t3e door~ Doo't lieDOWlNh'lther lNas of"rned bh 
Giddins or not. Something was satd instde of the door. He heard 
a mao's voice not uncommonly loud, and supposed a man was in 
the mtr~nr,zine. Don't keAnw whert was nor rrkrther heard 
the voice before or after Diddins reached the door. T3n}ught he 
liad beUer ,I:!e mi~s,ing. and immediately retreated •. ~ Giddios soon 
ze}llowrd him. v1i ttne"" }}rarted l~n or lrrelve IIH(AUtes Lew" 
iston. h~ iddiL1}} lnfommk Wit}AL1t±±5 wqL1}L1 pistol was that hL1 
showed him, i:!ut the defendants' counsel objected to hili repeating 

~~~:r (! id~": ,I~';I~:tt± ne;::iI}~:~:~~:~~::rs}tioo ~~ 
d~ction of Morg8.n~ ,~ . ~. 

Willi,},,,· HOf,}hki88, rmorD.~ Three four dOdS -after the in" 
otallatio", w .. nt it}} the to inqohies re,,!,,}ctinq lIIan' 0 

being confined there-found out 'nothing. Did not go to the 

mar~ine-nor di:n ~~~}d:},! while ~~~, :I::t~e,:~. 
Mr. Whiting stated that the bill against Turner and 1;)arrow, 

tWQ of the defendants; had been found on the teitilnony of Gid~ 
and Hat he hn±5ing honL1 exc£ri(ed, th" ha" 

no evidence. wh"tever against them. : 
M.r. Adams addressed t~e . jury in ~ehal~ 9f Bruce, . ~nd Mr. 

,,~,r the heopl,,~ roo Jitry f"r}rrrn ~ at Q'oz,rr:k 00 

Jfriday r,eninh, ,fter cha:r(n from ,Eud~ 
Howell; and having been absent about three hours, returned a 
onrdict· GUILL"· againesl Bri4c" and TrOT GUSLUY in f}"or of 
DU'l'1Jer und D{}}o"ssw. 

The court suspended their judgment against Bruce in order to 
take the "dvice of the Supreme (;ourt on some important pues~ 
tions !,}W whieh weru lTs1sed trial. 



'SPECULATIVE FREE MASONRY. 

lit "awl&' BOTcaIf, ....., BItler lit 1M JIiNt.JIrea6fWim f('IIIrt,,, I.e.." JI'WJ F..rr. 

1'118 Cbriatiaa relitioa has· ever beeD marke4 for ita plaiDaes8 
and simplicity; aod if there be ~1 diff"reDce i. the degree of"the 
excelleDce of ahe cbaracten.tics which. are attached &0 it, the 
collipreil8118iveDMI of &he docttiDe8 which it inculcates, aQd Ute 
I'eUllDableaeae of' the delQands lYhith it make .. upOII the ""ices 
of ita votariea, bold a promiaent place amJng theBe characteris
tiea. The ohareb whicla i. f"uDded apoo this religion -. in fuJ
filmeat of prophecia. tODg aiace uttered respecliDl her _ been called 
to pas.througb tM fires of persecution, aDd baa beeD Illaaost over
whelmed by the billows of aftIictioD; to which truth maD)' a rea
somed 80ul that DOW miocles with the glorified tbrOQg of '&be jU4lt 
tDIlde perfect' c:an ~ar testimoDY. But there are ems to ~ 
tbe rel~io, of the ,IMpel ia .ubject which can bear no compari
SOD with ~ For these outward tribuJatioD8 ClUJ affect 001, 
itl kmporal coaditioo, and they ultimately produce Bood rathel
than evil. They "rYe _(uel to feed the 8ame of its .pirituaJity, 
and to enliven that fire which is to purify it aael purge it from the 
dross of error aod hypocrisy. The days of Zion'. prosperity 
are the days of her danger; and when foes are feweat from with~ 
out, it becomes'her friends to watch with the moat uaiduoua care 
over her pwity, and to guard her with the strictest scrUtiny from 

. the inDovations of those hyresies and delusions which, if foster
ed, win render her odious to GOd, with whom aU other (oes, 
whether iD heaven, on e~, or in hell, are Dot to be compared. 
~ ot that the vigilance of her members aloDe is to pI'Merve ,her 
from sueh CODtaminatiODS, for it iii the prorioce of her GuardilUl 
above to prese"e her internal as well as outward prOsperity, and 
speed her march from triumph to triumph, until all the glorioua 
things that are spoken in her behalf shall be co~umrnated. But 
it is the privilege .. well as.the duty of all ., .troedisciples of 

. the Crou, to eodeavet to "Seelt out and UDyeil_ry latent~1 
that lurks within her bosom anel poUutes bel' ~D.eu; ao.d.~ 
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py are we all, if tllis privilege ofc~rating with oqr covenaat 
God in fuIfiJliog his will, be oui'S. . 

It ie·DOt my prese,!t design to comment u~ all the evils of 
this deecriptiou which at tbe ·present day exiat iD the churcb, and 
claim aHreoeiy& aclmill8ion into her sanctuaries. To make a 
·few passinC re~arks upon one of thfim, which has long lain un
molested within ber embrace, deadening the spiritual yitality, es
tranging the hearts and alienating the affectiolHl of her membets, 
is the business to which I have now .. siCned myself. This 8yil 
is me institution of speculafi'" Fre' MatoMy; and it has been so 
long upheld by the charities and the countenance of profllSung 
Christins, ~hat to undo the evils wbieb it has hitherto created, 
and is still creati~; in the religious world, will require no ordinary 
degree of Christian exertion. The public· mind is already liome
what awake to its dangerous tendency upon our civil liberties, 
and mY"ojce hll8 been mingled with.that of ma(ly.of my fellow, 
citizens ,in 0ppOsinC it upOD patriotic pri~iples; but in attempting 
to expose'its gross impiety, I am wetl awate that ram touching 
aOQther and more delicate ebor~ which may nbrate in tOMS of 

. opposition tbal have nllver yet been awakened. But it would be 
a poor fulfilment 'of the duties which, as a patriot and a professing 
Christian, lowe to my country and my God, were I to confine 
my feeble energies to commenting upon the anti-republicaniamof 
Masonry, when I have so much reasOD to fear that it is wresting 
fioora "very many of m1 fellow creatures their inheritance to those 
incorruptible joys which shall endure when earthly dynasties nnd 
temporal kingdoms· shall be for ever forgotten. It is the princi
ples of Masonry alone that I combat; "for in tbem do I believe 
the great evil consists,lIind nothing but their entire eradication 

. ean arrest its fearful. progress; The rights aad benefits they 
eanfer are sordid and temporal alone. They foster crime, feed ' 
avaric~ and. promote social di.isiorm . 'Bey end the grave they 
hold forth no· rational hope, lior can the. utmost extent of their 
powel'impart a !'lingle ray of peace to the. departing soul. rr any 
of its former votaries are now enjoying the rewards of the blessed, ' 
(and such I,trust and ~tieve there are,) it can only be accounted 
for upon the pte8tlniptioo that although they were Masons in· 
Jl8J1le, they were not sqch in reality. Masonry itself could never 
haye sped their course"thither, nor are the)' oowexalted alit"'. 
those who Rev"r bowed at its shrine. But that these remarks 
may not seem rash or uncandid, I sballsubjoin a (ew or the rea~ 
sona which have iocJueed me to believe them correct. 

.My first muon why. consider Ma$~ as warring against re
ligion, is, that it prostitutes tile Holy ScriPt,;,",s to~uaboJy purpOses. 
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Instead or receiving them a8 the simple aod unadulterated 'mati 

of our couasel and rule of our guide,' it.hIts mingled them widl a 
mass of fables; and upon ~s im~ and motley colleetiQ1l-it 
has fouaded a series of ceremonies, which, to say ~lesst, 'an" 
Dot Divine institutions. and no others should claim their origin and 
their warrant" from that Holy Word. . Of. this character is the 
building of Solomo~'s temple, and 9Ae fabled story of the death 
of Hiram Abiff; and .apon these the foundation of a ceremQny 
amounting in fine to the discovery of an aD-important word, which 
probably was never' articulated until tong after'Solomon andUi
ram were laid with their fathers, and the' fair structure they bad . 
reared crumbled to ruins. Tbe improbability of this. story will 
appear from the eircUID::lt!lnce that the murderers of lJiram Abiff' 
wisbed to obtain the Master's word, that by its aid they ~ ob
tain employment in foreign countries, while the word .was not. 
known abroad, and ~refore could be of n~ service to them what
ever. Also tbat Solomon, upon finding the work. in confusion, 
then, and not till then,' remembered that certain men had appeared 
before biJQ and confelieed themselves CODilpirators in the Uansac
tion. Also tbat but twelye men were despatcbed to make a tho
rougb ::learch throughout tbe wbole land of \srael. In going frQm 
the Master'S to the upper degrees. the investigation of this point 
is still more painful to the feelings of the Christian.. In the Mark 
Master'~, the parable of'the laborers in the vineyard (See Matthew 
xx, 1-16) is coupled with the story of the rejection ofa ,101Je 
presented by the candidate in the building of the temple.. The 
absurdity of this will be apparent to every sacred chronologer. 
In ~e Most Exoellent Master's or sixth d~e we find to our 
astonishment that tbe offering of sacrifices' and oblations are not 
yet done away, although our 9my Great High Priest has long since. 
made ~he last propitiatory sacrifice, and bas left his word that 
no~e other are now well pleasing in' his sight. . This degree is 
ehielly founded upon 2d Vhronicles, vii, 1-4; and in imitation of 
the solemnity of the sCene there described the in~nse is faid be
fore the Lord; but no fire comes down from heaven to consume 
it, nor are the priests IHIIlble to enter the room becaUae iUs tilled 
with the glbry of the Lord. In the Royal Arch 4egree, the wan
ton levity with which the sacred names of Jail, JehQllGA,-and (;0«4 
are . introduced and used, is truly t.rying ·to Christian· sensibility; 
and in the degrees of Knightheod, wbere the in~ scenes of 

, . the New Testament are burlesqued with the SIlDII'.~tlessn~. 
and indecorum, we see still more to depl~ _. cOlldemp. It 
ought certainly to be a serious question with e¥ery devout Chris
tian, in what light he ought to view ~ pro8tallion of the origiaIl 
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_,haly d88ip .r the ScripllJl'ft of his salvation, and what de • 
.pee.of crime he ought \0 affix te such an unholy commingling 
.of Divine trllih with hOBla~ ilmDtioa. 

The second reason that I shal.l DaDle is tlte unchrrstian nature 
.of Meeoele oaths. . Upon tbia point Dllnm,rb will be very few, 
~use the IDG84 if not aU ofthoae who will·read this, have pe
rased the rematb of an abler pen UPOD.the same subject.- But 
·1 cannot, forbeer·a~liog to the een.cienC6 of eyery Christian . 

. whetb$' ia:tke tate of the D~ JDaDClate·to 'hold no fellowihip .am -the uofruitfial vorks.of,darkQeas,' be carl swear to fulfil the 
dellira ,ed foUow the 'leadiags 'of those whose deeds are, for 
... ht he.lmow~ works of. claritneaa and impiety. And thou,h 
his .CI1ristian brethren may ·tall )aim t. the CQntrary, where, ( 
,wouW.:uk,.js hi. warrant to take their declarations upon -tr .' 
wilen .biaSpifituahlirectoryiDforme hiIB that he needs n el' 
'IiPt to hit·feat .. lamp to ,IIi, path"than tbat ' ord of 
~Yt' iatakillgheeflto wbieh be.doee wem ~t authority 
has. he-from the wont of God, -COb~ bimselfyco-operato with 
tbose who are tIaeD his ...,.ei...., or may afterwards· become so, 
. in.rulfiUiDg the ~oC'fI1* Huoaic ~ler, an~ keephig'a!l 
tile II8C1et8 .of his Dft,chren, muRier'a.d high treason alone ex .. 
~ Imd pot ... that· in the upper tiegreesl . But if'tIle pro
.minorY,pIrt.or the obij~8 al'& incoDSi8tent with'Christian 
clwa8th 1IOd Christian .uty, hew much more. -criminal must be 
thOse 1tDt..d imprecatioiIB which constitu~ their ttenalty. With 
what &leI ... of .6borreece:abOuld we ,ie ... 1egul contract· where 
life .,as the ~ty of a wlure in ita fuUiJment; or would n. 
cIucB be feUowsbipped is the Chmtiali commuDity, whose- mem-' 
bela .were Nquired to ecweaant, upon paill'of the mott bamarous 
Qldinhunian death frem the bands· of their 1K'ethren, that they 
.. ould' taitbtUlly observe all its epJIllDUlds a1id 'ordiDaneest Yet 
the-moial·.pilt, in these easea, .. heiooes at it would be,'would 
_t be eORUDeD.IUrate ·with the crime· of invoking the same pe
.nalty,. for the promiser's failing to fuIfiI,'he knows not what. In 
thil partic_, like every otiler, the higher we ueend in the scale 
of'MuOnic wisdom, the more 98.see that is inconsistent with 
-ppelpiety, as nil as degrading to ;humat'litJ. The imprecu • 
.. tioiuJ·beceme'MOl'8.and aore awful .. the ellti6lltte's consciencre 

.. becomes lesl and leas IRIIICeptwle of their hOltors, unfit he MB 
.tAa ''''''''40 add Iow~I~, mBBYERLA.STING 'E~. 
Dl'ftOM OIJ Hli 'SOUL! Let every' Christian, Defore he exteQdI his 
charity to sucb·.aJl ioatittltiOD,examiu whether such an impr~· 

* .Rev. Jp)m ~ SteuJs. 
Uu 
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eaUoD U thY is WMTaDted in tIae Holy SCripImU, or wBet8a' 
God can.mile with comp1aceDce upon the adlDioiatration of_ 
oatha u claim iD their penalty t8e diapolition of 'the life .tbatbO'lY 

is. and that which is to ccae.' 
My third reason is the ucrilegioas_ture or MaaoIif cereme

aie.. And here.it ril DOt M~t witb. ~ limits to ~ 
I must coofio. my .. U; _ ·fall • ., the iDII&itulioD ~ all its 
aeuelesa mlllDlDene., aDd poiat oottheir .......... thee .... 
tiaD .character. or t~ ~ with.tbe Cb.I.tian ..... 
Sulice it to.y \battbey ... aU, u ... WOJe...u1aec1, tcuuIied 
iD part uponBcripbu'Nc:eDel,.aacliaparhlpon.Wchrivee'Rb1ea.' 
WilDeu the ....... Dtatioo of Ged in t8e .... boeb.ie the 
Bo.yal Arcb dearee, w_.a &ail mon..l itt ..... o.repre.uuhe 
iIomortal J.,vab, ... ia. hill preMDC8 .. """'Iiog .1IIliOIe 
i •• omrnuMl.tt by tbiI wouw"be deit1. 'Pat .01£ .thy shltes.fcom 
oft" th) r.t, for the ,lace wheJeoa thou ...... is laoIy1lfOUlld;' 
ud u .. "-"D .. iIIY- abQuW -'" JIUOb deter.oe __ ......m 
divinity. he ad, 'J All 'I'll. G ...... moB. PA_U. .... GoD·.oF 

·ABILABAM, TU Gea ... Iall~""_~.,QopAtl'''.CO.!· HCM'r 
lDIUlyor .tbeM me*" .... w..uM;'.t "'~ ...... t, ... to 
raeet tM Beio,g who. they aUelapt -to ~~ is a.w. o.ty 
to the searcher qf .all bearta; but I am ... in ~ .. the 
Dumber of ChRstiNI who woul4A:oooae ....... time '.pbIce to 
exchange ~da,.is Iew __ .The 1liiie....... I sPM 
to the ~eremony ot Uat-ee c ... 4t'eC, ia the a&fD8 .-Ie' 
tbe .... t solema!!pp8lladoa bl which tbe -Sup,... ~ is 
)mown, _t .,,~ ~ ae· 01 ... 4ared nOt to speak bit with 
the .deepeat reveceDCe," UMd to P a. zeet to oae of tM 'JI08t 
fulsome .ceremomea .. the .whole .oataIope. In the d.epea of 
KpighthQOd the caaclidate,i. b&:oUflbt Wore a triaDplar table. "
which is,laid .ometbioa that is ~ expoaect to him, ad the ,.. 
ia. COVerN ,with a Wack cloth. He thea cIrinb.fOlll' Ii .... or 
~e. the.first to Solem.a; Kiq of Isr.eel, tile MICODd to IIituI 
.lbitr, the third to .Biram, King of Tyre; the fourth .to Simon « 
C,nme, ·wbo was compelled '0 lIfar the Saviour's c-. P .... 
~oua to driakAag ~e fit\h, theeloth is cemoved, ud.be iaatart1e4 
by the sight of ~ COI'I' •. , upen whicilliea ....... W aDd IAigI& 
bonet. After .acnae preliminary C8IeI8ODY,·1UDOIII which ia a 
mock exhibitien of the Saviour riling, the wine '" tbia libatioo is 
preseDted him iD another Ikull, which he ImeeIiDr &likes aM sa,.., 
.4This pure wiDe I DOW take in teetimony of.., belief in tM mor· 
tality of the .body and immortality of. the soui;: ad 1De.y this liba
tion appear u a witDes. against me. both h~ and hereafter; ud 
as the .eiDs of the whole worlll were laid apoll the bead of'4be 
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Saviour, so' may an the siDB eommi~ tiy the person' wbose skull 
tbi8 onee was, be heaped upon my head, in addition to my own, 
skouJd I ever knowingly or wilfully violato or traasgress any obli
gation that-I hllVe heretofore taken, take at this time, or sball at 
..., futaN period tab, in relation'to any deg1'e8 of Masonry or 
orde; of KlIi!bthood.' After this, the candidate stin kneeliog, 
the Sovereign Master pats ,wine upon his head in the form of 
baptism, &ad 8.,8, 'I now dedieate thee te the senice of 
Gail, in support of truth, honoF, and justice, in clefenee of 
innocent virgins; destitute widows, helpless orphans, and the 
Christian 'religion.' If there can be any piety in scenes like 
these, I bave yet to learQ' where it is evinced, or to entertain en
tirely dift'erent notions respecting thesacredDess of 1.he' gospel, 
from what I now'posses... On the eontraryf I see much that is 
calculated to excite the' abhOrrence of all who have a holy jea
lou8y1O'r tbe' sanctity of the institutions of the Chtistian religion. 
The path 'of Christian duty is given sO' plain that 'tb. wayfaring 
fDIUli though a fool, need not err therein;' and this path' will lead 
to all the needful privileges of life, and to ultimate glory, without 
wanderingthrougb th6 dark mazes of Masonic mysticism. No 
oft'eriog of incense, no adoration of a pretended deity who shows 
his naked back through a bumiog bush, no invocation of tempo
ral,and eternal wretchedness over a skull filled with win~, and in 
a style at which hunianity revolts, is required in the simple WON 
of Divine truth. There the plain system of moral duty is given 
in aD its length and breadth; and let the man who adds thereto 
beware lest its author alld unto him the plagues which it denoun
ces against such a sacriloge. 

,- My fourth reason for denouncing Masonry is, its religious -as~ 
lHlIbption of titles to which it has no claim, and its confounding 
knight Jlrnuitry with Christianity. The objection naturally di
vides itselfinto two paragraphs. 

1st. With regard to the irreligi~ils assumption of titlell, we find 
but little to condemn until we arrive to the third or Master's de
gree. To the appeUation of 'Worthy,' which I believe is all that 
isclaimedbefore this, I shall not at,this time demur. ',Whether 
it is, or is not, in most cases well applied, I shan not take it upon 
me to say, my present business being with the principles and not 
the individual memberll of the Masonic fraternity. In the third 
degree we find ourselves iotrbduced to the WorlhitJ/ul Mlllllwj 
and with a rew ignoble exceptions, it is upon the records of Ma
sO'Ory alone that we find so bold and so sacrilegious an assump
tion. The proud king of Egypt, thl) splendid ruler of Persia, 
the hllughty monarch of Babylon, the impious Herod of Judf'r 
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never laid this claim to the adahleion or their depeadants; nor tie 
aU the aOllal. of SacJed or profane m.tory fumiab a correlpODll
j ng eUJII"~ save thOR ioatances wbere men urogated to them
>letv ... aper.humanity. We' readiadeed ol those-who WGllllipped 
lhey bew not what; but ooIy in idolatrous nations do wetiDd tbat 
children or mortality are esteemed worthy 0(. adoration. From 
the word of God we have the moat indubitable erideoce ~ WOl'
ship iI due to One aknte; and sure I am·that no true CbriatiIIl wilt 
attempt to compete with the SO't'ereigo of the uniYeJ'8e for tbe 
I,raise of the creature. of hiI power. Nen thie worm of the 
dust is presented to u. as Dot only Worshipful. but MOI''''
lent; luperlative in excellence, without a luperior, U'ilhoal a,.,.
"llell WeJl may we tremblo for the purity of oar- holy reJigion 
when ita supporters can bear, and especially· can receitte, ncb 
oxproSlioDS of unqualified devotion, without a bI.h of shame for 
the utter unworthinelJ8 of tbe object upon wboln it is be.towecL 
.But tho aaddenlng picture enele not here. Though modeety Ims 
already fled from the exhibition, and Christianity weeps at this 
wanton violation of hor sacredneS8, yet we have only to turn a 
little fartber to behold greater evil. than theie • . Else whatmeaDB 
1 bose pomegraDldea and bonnets and robes of olden timet Whet 
means that mitre and breallt plate upon which is inscribed, 'HoLl
;\fEIS TO TB& LoaD,' with all the other insignia of Jewilh High 
Priesthood. Yes, it is even so. Though ilie blood of bulls and 
·)f goats is no longer an expiation of ain, though the altars of sa
r.rifice are broken d.oWD and the Priesthood abolished by the great 
sacrifice of the last H~ Priest, yet herd we fiud it revived with 
threefold pomp, and with an ostentation which ASTon and his sons 
never displayed. And has the ministration of JeBll8, OUt Great 
High Priest, who foruver abolished the order, become insufficient 
(0 accomplish the great object for which it \fIlS designool Trem
hIe, Christian, lest thou 'limit the Holy One of Israel,' by giving 
fo another that High Priesthood ,vhith is for ever done away. 
Upon this point, like every other I have touched opon. I have 
only given two or three instanoes as speciment of the wflole. I 
know not but there may be some who will attempt an apology 
for the assuming of such sacred utles, but for myself I ca.n con
'ceive of none. If one was smitten with a most sigoal judgment 
from the hand of the Almighty for even listening with compla
cency to the responce of the multitude to his words, 'It is the 
"oice of a God,' what must be the measure of their guilt who 
boar these titlea which are little less assu'mmg in namo, and 
perhaps none in reality. . 

2d. With regard to its cODfoundiflg knight errantry with Chris-
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t~,'l~l' I '4i2;~11 WI bQt y~;;;y i;.l,w: w.... 1ft the degree, of Knight- . 
ba;;",ltQe lE±E±i(luc fot: U~ ki~E±t tilllZ'; .iotz> v.ie", Z';Qd 
f~.' if ~ftM ~ tQ hi$ life, .qffe~8, and death; inclee!1 
s4i2;i2;Z';.~.Z';gl1 fr~¥Z'; the NZ';w '1'Z';Z';t~%% fp¥m Neit mZ';st p¥T'minTTt 
~ ~ its ll~e~ns to Nbris?iQQily are Il,>, to 
CIlIL~ ia flQe~~9"'IlQd ~ "Ill IW' e:w.we ~t ~have ever beel\ 
~14 . t~E¥ aJi~$:y. to tbq olNZ';alJilUiG tlplrbK nf .lu%Nht eT'Tntry N 
eqo8Ily .obv~, as, tl¥> prolecticw. of feml1les at the~hazard of life 
aad Ji.n ~, E¥~Zli\ thE± of diGE±tf and c:,terrn,l 
perd\ti~I" fb;£' .. ~li:ifi.c~w>$ plJrt >fnlipHmks. There 
JlI),~Y ,,*i~~~~~et)' ;~flsk:i~ ,life t~ protect t}ijl weak and 
da%Z';¥hC~'\$>$>'W1Z'; n l~ nesu£'y .w.trsE3K¥]1 ~ she pill? Z';fcr>;,r>" 
lioll sbould ~iy,e such p~t.ection $r~ 'the sterner lex;' but 

~tE±=t~;~~~~~>~I~~r~ ~~~~~::~~:~~~>rr~i~y add> 
D8IS to the oije.ots of it~ proftllijled ear~ _ no tl'll0Christian 
oo.u1d.- w,.l2lh .fio.E±.hkZ';· i~ ld,')ntiii>¥~ witb $e F'yljgie~ h,e ,~kkdessm> 
or'f!ah.lliD~ p~roa~e ~OQl th&t hol~ ~:wherehy lw,isc:an~d. 

Sti;~;E±~·Y3K as &b;l~:~V It ~~~I::!Z:: :~ar~=~~:;' 
du~ies. Tbisreason alao divides ~lf into two parts. 

;',,1. h regzg.Z';ed,.h.h a\~' .. m ~:,~ut:E±;;h- N =he-zg 'n 
whole catalogue of dutie~ enjolOed,or doeirmes ine~tZ';·:,18 th",~e 
tilL> least referellee to anything but theobsElrvance of Masonic. 
rulD>h> as 3K;,cetIiIIlE'.C to Z';liepatZ';f:iolJ ek2'Z';~Rl gl3Kttj n(hE' therc:, ' 
any other way o"r uy ~ther qupe of salvation held forth to the 
trg,mbliD~ eipBf;C:> but that wl.4ch, the L(hd~e, 
Chapter, IlDd t~e ElI.ea~I1t., In aOC.h.hdaME± with tdis, 
Almig~yis styled, tbe Gt;e4l .{Jrchi«eet the uni4lcrsc and the ; 
Gt:;,z;a. .i':"I~s8k" ntlWe; .E±nd tilZ'; Z';bQiZ'; • 

the Grood. Lodge ali011f;'a,nd: the -.iBment of its joys is., often . 
sp(hkeD ty,t ~rfi:h:tiOO o~ MZ';E!E!",ic! .Rl1i8007fh, afmce-it . 
cVld::,~t whhtner ~y. No, tbe ~n::l Pl'Z';±bsSiL>Z';§ ot: 
members, ~strue, p~ciple~, wh!* diVellled?f that ostentatious 

of bg')~l tkfLlglG2k Whi::i'± glYOZ'; ··lBe;beIUUe Mrhonnry 
semblaD.ce to an ~a,ngel of light;' dorecogn~'~ other way given 

~:r~:h l~;drs;i~YM m~~~!e~lti~:~ug":: >~: thZ';t 
braced by Masoni,c charity. The Grl/.nd Lodge:abQve, aellOl'd. 

to, th;;l~ dQntdlle.,desldned ,R;r thZ'; evczRtuai h'eward 
~vortky bl'ethren; hence the expUlsion of a brother from the lodgo 
O;h ac~ouzht o~ un worthd and, unmasonic conduct, illlplies a dc
c\g~atlO\k :::fh~') u~worti:lD~trew~:rd; hem:,.; , 
jt amounts) in reality, to a religWU$ excommtmicatiolt. To de~ 

bu2 
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tide respectirJltbe pie~y or i~ot' aJl,thls,,1Pe-,*? only re-

t:~!:~~~=2~&~~?:!f:t:::~Z::;;:~~=2~= 
to magDify his honor, ·or whether the celestial ptII'Uise i.e DOthirlg 
more ibn a ~e of worUy· MaIGOI. No _. represeata-
iic~~ of @ dlUact4'?~ DUle"4'?f Alnti&ifir aJe made; 

JfM,' is name, ... the re&i4'?~~_ win ~im11-f1p.hi11 4'?J4'?raeter 
and bI8 most glorioaa to&ie in .\d~iJt,fvr' .bon Go»Oillm'G-
TIn mgMtk I' Nor.,e the gates the New: JerusaleM 

;t::hl":~~ ~~~!etb:~.:recbwJl &wonit' ner t:..:.~~:~!:m~ Ii 
h4'?4'?, or &i4'?vel, 4'?h~,,·the In all 0:&iti4'?gs, but 
abovealt, in regartito the way of salvation and the true chaJ'aeter 
of the God he worahipe, dees it become the Cbri,tian to take. 
Yl(:Lid bow h4'?liev4'?~. 

Lid. It :LiLihes a of IJ4'?fmFfol'Dll::Li4'?Li of OUt~4'?lfJ datie6. 
It is already shown iti. regarded as a meaDs.~f ulnrtiou, 
and benee the iaCerence i. plaia that it makes. religiooof 8Opif:'-

:;:!;, or ::;:~::~;::, Uic.4'?i11, is ![=2~:hLift *:d mm;;:r:: 

wed that after amving to the degrees of KaighdJood, (to which 
vel few arrive,) we find the Saviouriotrodu0e4, IlRd hie suf'eriDgs 

LiLi tt!e:~;~:'~;~E2::~ ::-:Li~:~. &i0Lit~~~ Li<>[Li:;:~:: 
pravity bumal" aoJ tlie -utter h4'?Rpleseness orOOman 
nature, made the first lesson of Masonie instruction and the foun
dation of the whole .ysteml Wily is the Mason made to·fuUil 

dutief? l}fthe En£}T4'?sf Appr4'?4'?sti4'?4'?, the F=2]"w CmE2: Mas~ 
MU4'?ip, 0:fe Marhhfuter, =2-a8t the Elteel~ 

lent Master, and finally to 'tread through abe rough.way' oftlte 
R~ya1. Arch, befor~ h~. is penD!tted to lieu ~ glad tidings ef '. 

:::Y~~tY &rY~:~ t4'?" :::,eemT"'z ~ e,4'?" 4'?::iv4'? b!;: 

thraldom to sio, without waioh needs no--~h redeeming 
sacrificel Why is he not made to deplore those ains which wern 
Til?ited the beTh "ttbe SaTi"'YYT,"in £££¥:¥:'}/oll& ¥££fYeJJ,' jn~' 
,±ead of ¥:er}lessJY"cE2t74'?g the l"f£lAesti~ over T T,lczlH bone 
filled with pure wine! Theile are important qutJstions io deci4-
jng upon the nature of the Masonic religion; and a moment's 

~~~:~~~~~4rlh~~u!~1 ~~:~~~i~i~::~:~~~::r~~::r:;e~S 
this with·the Scriptures is a truth which is, or ought to be, familiar 
~tb every Christian. That entire dependence llpon the Saviour: 
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whiOb~ode. all hoastiDg and giftll.alJglory to that. grace whi.b 
...... the work.of llUCtificatioo, -and .forwards. it until 'the top
JIMIt etoile ida_gilt in wi&h 'shouting, cryiDg grace,' grace unto 
it; Ws DO plaee in this eelf .. u8iciog syatem; but it is allied -to 
that spirit wbicb·Ih .. Cbaldean king evinced when in the fulness 
of his· pride Ire IBid, 'Is BOt this. great Babylon that I have 

.1MJiIt'f. . 
My sinh' reaaon is, that'the institution is blasphemous. In 

proOf of this. I.sbell only e ....... a tHpIoma which bu recently 
met my eyes, • .t. which·is here given correct, tDordl0l' IDom, the 
signature aiooe-eaeepted. 

tAiino . C:r. ,eu COllt. 896. 

M. C F C l' ANCIENT COUNC;~U~F THE TlUNITY, . 
8 ." C . . BT TUlOUL SUCCESSORS 

A O. B .' IN TRE.l1NITED STATES 01' AIIIRIUCA • 

, ST. AWItRIl''':''To..every ItDiPt CompaniOD of the Holy and 
Thrice IU.litriou 0.. •• 01' ft. C&OH: Be it known unto 
Jou, that, with regud.to uoqueatieoable v.otiChers, we have con
tinned tbe indactiow.e€· tIae·1bigbt T ..... Masop into the 
eo.ancile of the said-Olller ·of Koith&hood-, aad ~D do WIU'

·rant hitu· •• a .worthy aad luu8TJ.IOU8 Compaaioo thereof: and 
.. epiDff and eoa6diag t"-be wiU ever 8o.-.demean hiinJelf as tQ 
ooochtct to tlle-glot'}a.of·l. H·;· S., \be Most Holy and Almighty 
God, aad the honor.ofhia 1iIAIftK, we do. recommend and submit 
him tothe coofideaee ~alI \k01e throuPeut the world who can 
&NIy UJCl .. nedJy I&Y, 'I'am a CbrisUaD;' and that no unwar
rantable heaefi&s·,ahall arise from this diplema, we charge all 
ftIlCe.-d,. eautiooal, _ pMently to mark the bearer on the 
Jl)Y. letters tbereia.eantained, and to regard only the result, in 
its application aad privileg«llJ. . , 

'Done in Couacil at I.e Boy, in the couaty. of Genesee and 
state of N~w. York or tile •• U. a. A., August lst, 1827. 

'SUIo-'_, 
. SOIIefiip Prefect. 

'CO.HE!TDATIONS 'SIR -. -, 
SrJl. KNIGHTS· COarl'ANloN~.' oid'g Prtfect. 

I did not see the above document until afterl had finished the 
preceding reasons; and altbougll from many things there related 
I felt perfectly satiidM;d of the blasphemous nature of the institu
tion, yet had [ not perused this degree of the' ANCfENT COUNCIL 
OF THB TRINITY, by their BUCcellOf', in Ihe u.ited SiD'" of .!lme
ric"l I should not bave made against it thi' dirl}c.t Ilnd heavy~, 
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.... or .. ~.. .AR·f eaD..., say "itaet I .aJD 
gratified .. tbill_ponte ...... _ .. .-.i ... ~ 
tion, .me. it doeaftllltr emt; ,ar ~ 1 0QQId .... ~ 
tbat DPJ Chriatiaa friaads ... ,be . .....-..... tIaeotliahf:eon-
templatiog tm..awful ....... ~ &J8Il..eftllD, ...... o is 
plain a ... ·llnequl ... l, ..... .-y _rt.,. .... ,of __ Qui. 
tian sensib;Aity, will shutlder at its repetition. Let ibel6lAlOCt11-
BOfl of the 'Aacielt-Counail of ... ·'1diniir' __ me tlIeiurder 
froRI the TrioDe .God. ie_.~ iama ..... ,. ihen, DOr 
until then, will I ac1IIOowi ... ·tllefa ... oe.,rfIharp.. . 

In addition to the ebarge of blaepbeaty·.lW:h ibi8 ..... t 
most abundantly substantiates, I micht, had I seen it iQ season, 
have brought it forward in support of some of tile declarations 
before made, particularly in support of the char~ mad~ in the 
first part of my fifth reason tor considesing the-tnstitUti08 of Ma
sonry as opposed to the Christian relifioo. .It 'Nil} be noticed 
that tho bearer is recommended and submitted 'to the eenfidence 
of .l.LL those throafltlo.·tlleo.w..W ~ an tNLy:ud ~d1y 
say, 'f 11M. OIwimtJa.' It wil. ..... ot •. de ..... aIIat~, 
with . respect tethe priril., •• tt'cORfen ,upon' ... ~ ·it! 
entirety .. s8lMb "utioa, .IlIIittbat·M.oaie _ ..... ndatiPas, 
diplomas, I&c, lite deai@tl8.ho avail.the ........ oag_ Wth
\'en only, and CURGt ·be·C8IlsicleJetl as~io.IWY othelS, 
1'he one hefore us is acidl'8lllsed1to etl""~ ",lap QD'tnfly 
IUld duertledty-say, -I ama Ohri • ..,' .. diN' ita yeq.u.re 
it'ean be ridr8Hed tooflOlle'but INedmm of,:tbe order. .lLN1ce 
\he inference is ,laiD, dIM·fIOIN· eill .. ~,.,., _tJi~tdly 
say, 'I All A CHIUS'fU4.<f.' , BIIt.upo.a 1bie .poiut,as.w.eJ1 as.J111 
the others, I consider the proof .... hM'~ .beao "ient\.r fDSi
ti\'tl; and I ·ca_ot·but \)elUm! that tae io·:wha&e.COIlSCieIaoes 
these remarks·ate <addressed. willackllOwledp :tlIe.~g·to . 
be conclusive. . 

I have now dODe,' ~r tlDs .time, wiIb Illy ,reueDS. to&-:regarding 
. the Masonic institutioa ... 1110, upeD. religioua.priooipJes. ~ose 
I havo m~ntioned, although some of the moat premineot, are 
very far from being all that have influenced my belief~pectiDg 
it. But I do not wish to burden the subjeet-with .y. thing more 
than is necessary to exhibit it in its true 'atul uaadomed light, 
believing tbt 'Ilcb-an exhibitioD, in. i1& .~pte...-,.will.be suf
ficient for;my·Chris_ hreu.r.u,£OI':Whose ~L theae remarks 
:1ree8p~ially desigaed. . Fer 'the lilUDO reuon ll,\ave a'Voided 
aU unnecessary ~omment ,~.the reasons lPentioneQ, and have 
satisfied myself by. ~Jy laying. down.the pr4POsitiona IUld then 
osfablishiog their correctness. .If tAo.G W .~hom : my apJl"! is 
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Made ate indeed what tbei1' profeeaiooa iadicate, it will not be 
nece ... ry for me to meet them upon the gropnd that I should 
Buch .. 'are disposed to qq,ble Ilnd prevaricate. The uDsophis
~ tmth- is aU that· they ought to requir .. , and I submit it to 
their Christian candor whetherauch is oot beTe giyeo. 

B'efore taking leave of this part or the subject, I ought, per
haps, to anticipate an inquiry respectmg, the -correctness of my 
extracts from the upper degrees which have Dever been publish
ed. For-the entiN'satisfactioQ of all who ~ay have the least 
misgivings, on this point, I Win add, in aQdition' to my solemn 
declaration, that from the most unquestionable evidence I do 
KNOW t.ofo b. trw, I lJelievo I CaD satisfy any candid inquirer 
who will communicate to me his incredulity, that I do indeed, 
Jlo.SeB8 this knowledge. . -
- It May now be proper to introduce a few wOrds in answer to 
the objection. 'lethe iDst;tution of Masonry be so awfully wick
ed, why are so ·malay goad men connected with itt' Should such 
a remark be introduced lIS a conclusive eviience of the purity of 
Masonry, I ahould not feel myself obligated to pay any regard to 
it; for rio' point Can be more sel&evident than that tbe virtue of 
the members or aoy society eannot:be coadtuifJ' pr~c)f that its 
principles are equaDy virtuous. But if. it be offered as circum. 
strmtictevldence,agaiDst the correctness of my remarks, I admit 
its plausilNlityami notice itaccordingly. The institution of Ma
sonry, though fraught with absurdlt.ies;whi"h, falsify its preten
sions to'-aotkpJity, does',nevertheless evince in its design and 
establishment no,ordinary degree qf cunning and witchery. With 
respect to the means by wbich g90d men are allured into it, 
llothiog'Qeed be said, its external professions Ilnd o~eDtatious 
display of piety being notorious. Upon the-first induction of the 
candidate, he finds to bis disappointmellt, that he has made 110 

remarkable discovery, but the good' sulllies before him. He 
sees some things -to condemn, but'· is disposed to believe that 
"'he'D he shall attain tbegreat object~his ~rcb, these apparent 
improprieties may be reconciled with bis idea!' of propriety; and 
on the whole, an impetus is given to his euri08ity.. In the third 
degree'he finds still more to disgust his feelings, but baving 
already advanced. to the dimensions of his mantle r:»£ charity, bo 
is the more ready to widen it still farther. But here he fiads 
himself no Dearer the object of his wish, whila the thing is so 
devised that his ouriosity ill vastly increased. Thus onward from 
degree to degree until the laBt,wbich is attained by very few, 
(probably Bot one in two- theusaod,). whose peraevaruce in at. 
taimo: this sammit of Masonic greatness evinces that tbey have 
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made Muoary aheir peat coacerD; aad they d ... &ad 8uIio 
cient chanu in tile holiora wbich attead their attainment, rodetel' 
them rrom ioformiDl the deluded aspirants for dial IIbdieD that 
their lahon aad expeoee will eDd in mere notlliag; or .., dieT 
ba,e too much shuae to cODfeaa the Cruitleuneae of thtiI tediOus 
IaboI'8o But by far the· pater part or Cbris&iaas "-dis
guateclloDg before this, and are coateoted to leaYe the 'tI'iIdcna 
of Masonry to thOl8 who choose to search fOr .it, aDd £or them-' 
lei,." to seek that which cometh from .ve, ad rest IIIliIfied. 
with the aimple bowled,. of 'Chrlat and him crucified,' 'l\ete 
may be other c&U188 nob lure Cluiatiaa. into this abode ~ 
darkueu, but the above is certainly a vfIY probable oae, .... it 
1CC0rda with the experience of some, whom I ea&eem for their 
appareDt piety. The reason why those who have become eli&: 
gusted with the iDlltWltioD _e Dot until receatly uposed its 
abomiDatioas, is douhtleu their appreheOSiODB reapectiDg the 
result; and aft$r taking a Masonic oath ~d Jeamiag.tIIe nature 
of Maonic priaciples, it is DOt to be' wqDdered that they ehouJd 
tear MaeoaiC'v&IIOLlKd.' 

The foregom, objection is the oo1y one which I antieipate to 
my remarks; and having endeavored to aoawer it, I.ahall diImUIe 
the a'l'1meDtative part of this aubjecL A. my adc:lresa is to the 
candid inquirer for truth, I baye endeavored to manifest ail'appro
priate coolness aDd candor. My investigation .. beea C?ollfiDecl 
to the principles of the institutioo alone; aDd all ref_ to W 
member. or .,tIlIIOIHc ouIragu has been stuclioulJ,. avoided. 
These thinga might have added to tbe force or many of mYallu
menta; but I chOll8' rather to expose the c~of die foun
tain, that othan might be spared th& tJouble ef ~ 
upon the impurity of streams. I han aimed to give a fair per
trait of Masonry itself, and without riaitiawupoa ita bed the BiDs 
of its devotees, to display it in its unclad mora} deformity, that 
no Cbri.tiall reader who may be bepiled by ita exteraa) embel
lishments to wonhip at ita idolatrous Ihrine, ma., hereafter charp 
his sad delusion to my aceounL ADd in do .. tbis I am COIl

sciou. of entire purity of motives. ,Had I looked no farther lOr. 
ward than the many frowna which I shall dOGbtleaa recewe from 
those who are esteemed good aod great, I ebould proItabIy never 
bave raised my wamiag voice apiDst the dade catalogue of )la
sonic impieties. But I remember that die time.1Iaort in whioh 
I shall be awed· by the froWDB or flattered b).tIIe amiles or the 
blOOd and the great of this world, and that at·" expiratioa their 
hed will be as narrow and as low .. mine. IIIOOUeot also that 
it is tbe mandate of him whom we are fore ... to. fear, '10. the 

Digitized by Coogle 



flGUT 01!i lltASONa1. 527 
monDog sow thy seed, and in the evening Withhold not thy hand,' 
and after t'be performance of this duty to commit the event and 
the consequences to him 'who is a fa.jthful keeper.' And while 
I eall for the candid and -impartial attention of every reader to 
this momentous subject, I would impress upon his mind also the 
same great truth, that in deciding upon it he is acting for eternity. 
If the order of Masonry be indeed so bluplaemous &pinst the 
God of Heaven; and so destructive to ~eimmortaillOul, let him 
~eware of smiling with complacencr upon ani~titution which 
ties 'beneath the frowns of the Almighty; and SlOce he has the 
lloerrinK declaration of Him 'who cannot lie,' that 'he will not give 
.his glory to another, nor his worship10 graven images,' let him 
not, upon the peril ofhis soul; dare-to WQl'8hip • morta,J. or ascribe 
I)ivitaitt to a worm ot'the dust • 

. _8 ...... 

'THE TWO GREAT Ql1E8TIONS ANSWEREB. 

IIeAe MIUOIIIIe ~ lie • ,...., .. .u.,,,,iIy'" pol "'" unfled wil4. 
fIl&Il ~ to "".....,e it 10 long" ..", 

.lire M4IIIIU ~ fir 6rtakinr tirir.JIfCICmic GIll., IIIl publUA£a, tAe tt. 
creta oJ.~"" ..., to eAe tIIOf'ld1 . , 

By BUJ.lB B. RQ1'CHIDl •. 

-P nT I. ICthe MasOnic instituiioo he so great an evil, why have 
-goodmen united with, and con\inoedto eouatenance it so long! 

The above question is based upon the supposition that the 
Masonic iastitotioa is -ebarged widl bei,ng a gniJl mI. It also 
suppoees that it has attracted the favorable attention of good men 
'Who have imitiecI Wid's it, 'and sOme ef wliom still continue its sup
porters. Both of tbeee positions are matters of so common re
iDark, that little more need be said than that they are fads granted 
-by aU. In attemptiog t. 81lSRr one of the chief objections against 
the charge elltertained in the first, I, of course, stand committed 
-amoog the oppbaersof Maaonry. But I trust that I shaU ever 
u8rcriae a mildness, and forbearance, and address myself to the 
-heart. rather than the pusions of men, both at this time, and when
.ever else I shall have occasion to remark upon the slJbject. But 
Ito the matter before us. 

It is all unsafe ml~ to make the general virtue of the me~bers 
..p( any association the test of its merits, although it is not to be 
,de~ied that it may he a circumstance in its favor. . But are M~
sons really willing ,~ the question should be tried up~~ ·thlS 
.groundY-that the institution should be judged ~y tbe qUalltl~ ,.f' 
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its member. as a whole! For iC they flee to this ri!sort, they ca· 
tainly c:&IJIWt expect us to eet .,.ide any whom tile)' h6Id ~ good 
fellowabip; tIley canoot place before us the gooc1, the great, thtl 
'Profouad, the enadile, and the exemplary, and .. y theae are the 
materials of our fair fabric, while the uaUedruUilllde-th'iapious, 
the ipohle, the superficial, the igaora1lt, aod the liceDtiou, are 
for a brieC moment, disclaimed, to be apin received with' opea 
IU'lDS when the anteal shaD bave been paned. U nlesa 1 am 
mdch mistaken, the welkin bas already ruog with loud complaintl 
of the iumtution'. haviDg been eondemued for the acta of _ 
members, aDd that must be a poor rule which is uJle4lUIlI in ita ap
plication to ditl"ereat aides of the same aubject. For the ~e of 
the order, then, .. well .. our OWO, be it repeate4, tba.l it is an
safe to make the general virtue of the members cf any ll88oeia
tion tbe test of ita merits. True, we do not 'gather pape' from 
thoms, nor figs from tbiatJee,' but we fiequenOy see men ofhODesf. 
hearts and exemplary live. en.oared ill toils laid by some evil 
band; and, what is still more to be deplored, we .ometimes ... 
coyer the sbow oC virtue where there is a heart of pile. I will 
not, therefore, coodemn the institution tw the waywardJleu of 
some oC ill devoteea, nor will I laud it Cot the prai .. "'ertby .-Ii-
.tie. of others. I judge Muonry, not MUons; let the principles oC 
the institution determine i(s monal worth or proffipcy. and .. for 
the members, abatracted therefrom, 'lumot' to _. Aoaor v dtrc. 
. However," the queetioa noticed anlae headoC this wticle bas 
been, and doobtle .. wiD coaUnue to be, pressed liard and displey
-edin triDmph upo. tile baDDer whoee .. tre....,~OI'JJ.WM'8.ve 
'tbe outer wall,' it 1Dfl1 perbapa be worth·tbe while to ... it ~ 
passing Dotice. . 
. Why, thea, have good·men tmi&ltI with .. _~ 

It is ODe of the m.,. promiDent chal'acteriati» ofthemincl,t. 
be dissatisfied with its present oOilditioa, UDI8tiated wi6It kDo.
ledge, and ineeuaotly upon the aleIt for oewfooclfor·its propea
iaties. Its quality detennin88 the _ure of the objecn of ...... 
bition. Ifvic:iOUI,it wiH.devise .. w plotaOCwic:t. ... ; ifeor-

. did, it searchea for 'lome eew.nd hitherto 1IDtlCMWe1l -reed te 
wealth; if muous, it ~es t.lte lIMIt el"eQtaaJ IIfefhed .f pat
ting ills noble prineiples hUo ac1ive opeJatioD; if ....... ,I8inded, 
"its 'being's end and aim' is to learn how itanay .. mpHlly,gow 
in grace aodripeo for the fruitioia 01 i ... ~ paenl .. -
.sembly of the church of &he first t.oru'-theNw lel'Wllllem aDd 
tDe IOciety oC.thOie who clwoll therein. 0:'. aoO.d ... n is, ia 
s!lme degree, aware tb:at rna,,>: uoholyfee.pld t1aeit.swey ~r 
him, he -cames1Jy delUlOS deliverance therefirMDt. aocttuezes witk 
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ll.vidit1, upon whatever bids fair to speed his conq~est over his dir
rest foes, 'the world, the flesh, and the devil,' While pOnderi~ 
in sadness upon bis, present infirmities, and looking for somewhat 
to,infu,se vigor into his spiritual stren~h, his attention is arrested 
by, an institution claiming to be the handmaid of the religion he 
professeB-to poillt out new bea~tie~ in the God he adores-beau
a.ies too vivcd for the gaze of the unenlightened eye-to open th.e 
avewes an4 direct. the pilgrim ,steps of the Bovitiate to a sub
limer fi~ld for benevolence and a more refined state of morality, 
and displaying over its portals a wily allurement for a hean like 
his.,.-'FAITH,.HOPE, CHARITY.' Alreadybungering for a repast 
like that promised in such a bi~l of fare, forgetting for the moment 
the. history of our mother E,:e, which is set forth as atimely 
warping tQ aU her ofi':!pring, and perhaps, too, unmindful of the 
monition to seek cQunsel from abov~, he looks wistfully; he sees 
a~ ~. inm&te$ some with whom he has erst taken sweet 
counsel and walked to the hOllse of God iii company; and though 
commingled in the same group are those whom his soul abhors. 
yet. tllere he may peradventure approach, conciliate, and reform 
them; and full of b,illiant expectations, and keenly set for new 
&ad richer consolations, he enters, he bows before the altar reare' 
within, and iOIlDolates himself in the strange abode. Now is he 
grapple4. to the car of that deity he had thought to clasp with un
impelled and fond adoration; instead of the live coalfrom God's 
owo altar, the 8e~ of silence is put upon his lips, and however 
sickening his thraldom may be tl> his heart, it is only in the si
lence of his closet he dllre say, cWo is me, for I am a man of 
wi.an lips, and my dwelling has b~en in thll tents of Kedar, and 
among the children of Meshec.' 

Why have good men, after having had an opportunity to dis
e,over the natllre of the !nstitution, continued their cotmexioa 
with it? Vanous circumstances may have contributed t. pro
duce such a reliult; some may have been swayed by one inffu
enee, others by another, and others still by the combination of·& 
~t or all that !io exis~ . The great. objection that by some is 
made against MasODf>' is that it is frivolous and obscene, Such 
isdouhtless the case, and, although it is reprehensible, yet, in our 
~stimatio~,.it comes far, yery far, short of the 6)I:~entofthe evils 
emb.odied in that society. Sti.ll, however, as th'e faults of greater 
_gnitude are so warily arranged that, at the first view, they 
do not strike the mind so forcibly as those of t4e lesser kind, it 
is not to be wondered that the tirst impression of the new m~de 
votary should be formed by the frivolity,&c. of the scenes whIch 
transpire before him, rather than . by" the deeper laid, but more 

. Ww . 
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Crying sins; aDd experience ~roves ~t men are prone to make 
up their jlldplent from first ImpresSIons, and ever afterwards to 
real satisfied therewith, unless some extraordinary eiroomstance 
shouJd percbance warn them to renew their euminatioo. 
The novitiate is awake to a sense of the foolislmess of maDY 
things that he beholds. in this bill new sphere. and C01II.d wish 
that they were not there; but the natural aversion of the heart to 
being takeain error, the boasted renown that is emblazoned on 
the escutcheons of the order, and the retribution that is beld is 
twrorem over the head of the disquiet member, one or all ~tey 
like a canker upon his resolution, and induce him to conlent 
himselfwi~ the solecism that the institution is trivial in its nature, 
and therefore unworthy of the labor of a careful examination. 
Hence he deems it wise, so far as personal considerations arl' con
cerned, to continue a nominal patron of the society, witltoet 
taking any active part except on days of festivals; fuaerals, &e.; 
at the same time contriving to compute with his better judfmeat 
by his Masonic laxity. There is a still more crafty {eatare of 
the institution, which has led on another class from one step to 
anether, until they have advanced well nigh to the summit oUla
sonic knowledge. Masonry pretends to teach some Dew,lUId 
valuable science. A thirst for knowledge bas induced many to 
s\\fallow the bait; and the degree. are so constructed, that each 
ode foils their expectation, but, at the same time, sharpens their 
appetite for the promised feast which is ever held before them, 
inviting them onward. They pursue until they become conriDced 
th8t they are chasing an illusion; they tum to retrace their steps, 
but now, for the first time, they bethink themselves of the ~Wll, 
which, in the ardor of their curiosity, they heedlessly made, nor 
do they forget that a penalty was annexed thereto. They aee 
tMt they are in fault. and that it would have been better for -
to have . been satisfied, at the first, with the simple Imowledge of 
'CHRIST UD HIMCRUCU'IED.' Ofthese,some continue their head
less attachment to the order on account of a mistaken apprehension 
of the nature of their obligations; others, half ilODvinced of their 
nullity, neglect to attend to the 'customs and usages'prescribed 
for them, and become the silent, but hellrty enemies of the institu
tion. I can conceive of another reason which may induce the 
Christian to continue his connexion with the fraternity, viz. a 
feelin~ of .kame ,!hi~h prevents him from publiBhing ~penly (or 
8ya silen' renunCiation, virtually) his folly IlIId delusl(~n t~ tb~ 
world. I say, I can conceive of such a reasol; but I d191D18S It 
without any ~urther r~mark, hoping and trusting that the wortm 
does not furmsh a l!Jolitary case in w~ich it is applic:a.ble. 
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And I distniss this subject by cqml8endiIlg one simple, but im
portant question to. the reflection of those whom I have thus far 
patiently heard and answered, viz. If the Masonic institution be 
pure in its principles and congenial t{l the nature of our holy re
ligion, why do so many men of sound judgment, and whose piety 
has never been questioned, renounce and denounce itl . 

Part II. Are Masons Justifiable in breaking their MasoQ.ic 
oaths, and publishing the secrets of the order to the worldl 

The Masonic institution .has lon~ stood the pride and glory 
of its followers, the wonder ofthe cunous, and the admiration of 
the superficial observer. The curtain of mystery which bas betlo 
thrown ~Ound its. sanctum 8~torum, thtl drawn sword which 
'bas warned the'unbidden to beware that they enter not therein, 
and the .seal of everlasting secrecy tbat has been put upon the lips 
of its members, that its principles and the practices of its secret 
conclaves might never meet the serutipy of the world, have only 
served to reDder it more imposmg. Its novitiates, from the mo
ment they crossed its threshold, seemed bound.by a magic speno 

, The witchery of gold, the splendor of courtly tavor, the threats of 
punishment, the monitions of conscience, and the most abject 
profligacy of principle, were alike unable to break their bonds, or 
draw from them a single developement. Was this steadfastness 
a virtuel If their cherished secrets were immaculate in their 
Dature, it might not have ~en an offence of the grossest kind, 
although the established principles of general benevolence forbid 
us to comlneodaught that excludes any one from participating in 
what is calculated to promote temporal enjoyment, or fit the soul. 
for heaven. If otherwise, no slUl(>tity or grandeur which the pat.. 
ronage of the good and the great may have attached to it, should 

. for a moment deter 11S from answering. No. 
But that lI~e enchantment is now broken; thilt spell is dis

solved;- the BCUt, the principles of Masonry have ceased &0 be 
secrets; the veil of mystery is rent in twain, not by the ruthless 
hands of a stranger, but by those who have been cherished in
matetl, who have bowed before its altar,· and paid their vows at 
its shrine. For thi~ act the 'Unpmile'ged commonalty have spon· 
taneously given them their thanks, and lauded their patriotism. 
For this act, many of their brethren have heap,ed the stores of 
their wrath upon their heads, and ascribed to them guilt of 
the deepest dye. Here. th~n, are coaflicting opinion-not a 
difference of feeling with regard to non-essentials, but s~ti
ments.as widely distant as the east from the west-not touchmg 
matters of trivial moment, but involving consequences of ul),_ 

Digitized by Coogle 
-~. 



582 LIGHT ON MASONRY. 

speakable iDlportance. Who, then, is right, and wbo wrong~ 
Or in otMr words, 

Arc MasOOS justifiabte in breaking their obligations, and pub
lisbing the secrets of tbe order to the world? And, first b[ an, 
be II relJl81ked thllt the truth of their expositions is a rettlul 
".~limitlary , I am not under the necessity of asking anyone to 
grant me that point; it is gratuitously done in the very charge 
made against tbe offending members, and whicb is now under 
consideration, 

It appears that Masons have sworn, under the most horrid 
penalties, to perform a variety of duties, and to keep certain 
llecrets. It is an established and undisputed ' principle in 
moral philosophy, that promissory oaths are not binding, unless 
the promi"e itself Is so. A promise is generidly deemed, and 
perhaps actually is, more sacred, and the breach thereof a more 
glaring crime, when 'it has been sealed by an oath; but it cannot 
change its nature or render it valid, when it would otberwiae 
be unlawful. So that the case rest!! entirely upon the claims of 
the promiee to fulfilment. Promises are not binding where the 
performance is unlawful. The Mason swears to conform to all 
the costOIJlll and osages of the order; and of the nature of these 
]se must be entirely ignorant at the time, a!! be cannot be entmsted 
with them until he has made this oath. Without waiting to in
quire into the nature of these customs and usages, I will here 
ask whether such a transactioo as this can commend itself to 
the judgment of any rcflectin~ manl whether an obligation O[OD

qualified obllervlWce, and adoption of rules and prineiples yet to 
he unfolded, can be other thaD nugatory? They may, perhaps, 
embrace nothing that is nefarious, but in that case they must t.e 
the opposite, and consequently among the common obligations 
of life-obligations which the receiver was ever most sacredly 
bound to fulfil, and hence, in fulfilling them, is only discharging 
a common duty, without rendering any credit to the interference 
of Masonry in the matter; and she would dOUbtless beelesr 
6nough of sharing any part of the blame, in case of the prolliga
cy of her follower. If Masonry enforced all that is pure jn mo
rality-all that is lovely in virtue-all that is holy in religion-no 
man could dispute the obligations of her followers to conform to 
her regulations ia the practice of these virtues; but what coosti
tutestWs obligation? and when was it first laid upon him in its fuU' 
:!trengfhl and what is his duty in the case, more than that of the, 
m~ who never knelt and laid the offering of his services upon th 
altar of midnight sacrifice! . " 

But if the circumstances undor which the Mason received hi 
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obligation nullitY, how mucb more completely does_ Il&ture 
absolve bimti'om all obligation to fulfil it. , The reader will DOt 
here interrupt me with the inquiry, 'What, is this 'its naturel' He, 
lias, doubtless, ere this perused it, and he, would rather avoid than 
court 80 borrid a recital here. Respecting it. import, let every 
man be his own umpire; I wish not to judge for any ODe. At· 
present, I can oBly say that the violators have honestly judged it 
unlawful to conform to them. They,. after a camful examination 
of the subject, in all its bearings, have come to the conclusion 
that a strict adherence to Masonry would invol',e them in legal or 
moral transgression; and if snch be the ease, every patriotic or 
moral principle warns them to absolve tbemselyes &om 80 unna
tural an allegiance. I do not mean by such a remark, that their 
private opinions constitute the propriety' of stich a course, but 
from all eircumst/lDces, I give credence to the correctness of their 
views, and draw the conclusion accordi~ly. 

Promises are not binding, when a fulfilment of them would 
'Constitute a breach of prior and lawful engagements: so says 
the learned Dr. Paley, and so say we all. I should be paying 
but a sorry compliment to my fellow citizens, were f to spend a 
moment in proving that they are under the most sacred obligations 
to support the in!!tit\~tions of the country whose fostering care 
they enjoy. If there· be aught in Masonry whicb comes in com
petition with Qur common duty to the regulations and ,laws of the 
land, then no promise of fealty to its mandates can cancel the 
prior engagement. Seceding 51asons judge that sucb is the fact, 
and have acted under the in8uence of that opinion. If their views 
respecting tbe tendency of the laws of the order be correct, then 
their conduct, 80 far from being censurable, is worthy of all 
praise. 

Promises are not binding, wbich are obtained by means of 
misrepresentation on the part of the promisee. I promise a man 
my vote on his professing himself favorable to tbe paS81lg8 of an 
act wbich I bave mucb at heart; but before ·the day of election I 
discover that be was insincere, and will, if elected, oppose sucb 
an act. He obtained my promise fraudulently, and I am cer
tainly under no obligation to fulfil it. The Mason is assured, 
previous to taking bis oatb, that it will not interfere with bis reli
gion, or his duty to bis country. Whenever be becomes satisfied 
that suc~ is not the case-that tbis assurance was only an allure
ment to entrap bim and secure bis devotion to an extra-.lega! or 
irreligious power, tben so far from being bound by a promISe thus 
extorted from bim, it is his privilege, bis most sacred duty, to 
.JisentaDgle himself from the evil snare into wbich he bas fallen. 

, Ww2 
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and to denouace the lawless power which cast upon his neck· tOO 
iron yoke of its UDIlIltural thraldom. ' 

This subject might furnish a 'theme for more remarks, and 
perhaps more to the putpose; but I have not set myself down to 
""";Ie a boole, but to record a few of the most prominent arguments 
in defence of the' course' which bas Blet with so free and unme
rited censure. For those that have'been brought forward, I am ' 
indebted to others; indeed they are nothing more than long estab
lished and indisputable. principles applied to !he cas.e before US; 
and as fast as the publJc shall be made acquamted With facts tb8.t 
are before tbe world, they will be better enabled to judge of. the 
appropriateness of the application. I II.8k them Dot to take any 
of my conclusions upOn trust; I would ratber that they would 
stay their decision, until they I;ball be in possession of an the 
information they need to enable them to form their jUdgment. 
Truth, not my simple assertions, but disrobed and uD8domed 
TRUTH, fresh from the fountain, has been given to the world
genuine l\lasonry bas been presented to -their view; let them 
'!'Pad tbat, and then judge whether I am guiltless in attempting to 
open the door and bid the inmate .. of ,the dark abodes of mysti. 
ciSlo 6el', and yet bear off the triumphs of honor and the meed of 
their fe"ow freemen's praise with thl.'ir escape. But let no man 
-1 that, in attempting to render Masonic oaths void; I am intro
ducing a dangerous pr('('edt'nt, breaking asunder the bonds "hich, 
in tbis depraved world, hold men h. fidelity, hurling contempt at 
tbe sacredness of that 'whicb confimleth all things,' and 'with one 
fell swoop,' razing one of the, surest saft:guards of our pt:8Ce, and 
disannullil g pledges of wbatever name or nature. ~uch a charge, 
if made, I shall throw back upon the iruotitution that first estranged 
the bearts of our, citizens from their duty. My object is to re
store, not to devastate; to build up what has been laid waste; t. 
an'e8t the ruthless ban4 of the spoiler; mel to re-stake the Iud· 
m.ks that haft been remoyed. ' 

" 
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SIXTEENTH. DEGREE, 

OR 

. PRINCE OF JERtJSALEB. 

Prell/glllioea of tlu Princea.-Princes of Jerusalpm have a right to inspect 
all lodges or councils of an inferior degree, IlIId can re"oke and annul f1ll thE' 
work df,me in such councils or lodges, if the same shall be inconsistent with 
the regulations of Masonry. 

In countries where there are no Grand Lod,es, they have power to confer 
tile blu£' degrees: They are thp 8u~·r .. mf' judges of all transactions in the 

.lower de,reps~ and no appeal can be made to the Supreme Council of the 
thirty-third degree, until an opilllon has been "ivpn. by t~ Grand Council of 
Princes of Jprusalem, and the result of their opinion haB heen made known. 

A Prince of Jl'rusalem who visits an infprior lodge, r council, oU/lht to pre
sent him.plfin thl' dr .. ~~ and oi'nament~ of this de,rre. When his approacb 
is announced, the pr"sidin, officI'r lIIust .end a Prince of Jerusalem to eu
min .. him. and if he "'ports irt his favnr, thr al ch of steel is to be fOt med, and 
h .. is conductpd beneath it tn his "eat fln the Itoft of the presiding officer. 
An entry of hi. namp and rank is made on the records, that he may bence
forward receive our honore without any (·xamination. 

Five Princes are necesllDry to form a Grand Council. 
Dulies of Princfs.-They are.carefully to obtle,ve th .. rules of justice and 

JOOd order, and to maintain irreproachablE' lives. If !luilty of unmasonie 
conduct, they are to be ·punishPd at the discft·tinn of the Grand Council. 
Bxpulsions are to be notifi, d to the Grand Coullcilof the thirty.third degree, 
and to all inferior Muonic bodies witlain lhl' diatriet. 

If a Prince solicits a "ote at an eleetion, he is to be punished with perpetual 
exclusion. 

The annual election is to take place on the twenty.third day of thrJ~wisla 
month Adar. The meetings of the Counc~ls are termed ConnntioiiP"' 
~ ured ita ,,. dtB"u.-There are two apartments, connected by a 

loDllJ&I'row paseage. Tblt·western reprellenta the court of Zerubbabe1, at 
Jerimalem. The baogings are yellow. OYer the throne i. a yellow canopy. 
On a triangular pedestal before the throne, are plaeed a naked sword, an &foo 

_ of justice, a balance, and a shield OD whicli ill la equilateral triangle, a 
-.ue, a chandelier offi"e Itranch"., which are allIipted in the latter ~ 
"tbe ceremoaf of recep'lon. The eastern apartmeat rep~at. the cabiBet 
fIl Daria It 18 hung with retlj the canopy. is red. Before the throne ill L 
_all ~1II.l'8 pedeatalj aDlI in it a UaWD ...... a tceptre, paper, pens. lie. 
The Chief Mmieler of State aits Dear Darius. 

0,IIcert o'ik QMIII CGIIIIdI.-The lim oIieer is stjled 'Moat Equitaltle 
Prince,' and is oa the thrwe. The SeDior Wartlea aM JuDior WaNeD -
1ItJW'IIeal EDliptenedj' seated in tIae 1hIL The other oIieere I.Ild tile 
1IMmborI_.,led 'YtIiaat PriDeee.' . 
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DrUs.-'rhe'Most Equitable' wean a yellow robe aDd turban. 'rbs aprOh 
'5 red· on it are paiDted the temple, a equare, a buckler, a triaDgIe, and .. 
h1Uld:' tbe flap is yellow; on it a balance, &nd the letten D. Z. [DariUIII and 
ZerubbabeL J Gloves are red. Suh is yellow, edged with gold, embroidered b, a bIIllance, a hand, a poniard, five etare, and two croWlllr-it ill wom from 
nght to' left. 

JtIJltl.-A golden medal; on one silie a hand holding a balance in equili
brisl' on the other a two edged sword, with five stars around the point, and 
the etters D. Z . 

.lJ1Iml.-The alann is ".ret 1UId tIDO. , (!!! !!) 
~.-The 'Moet Equitahle' strikee flIN, and says, 'Valiant Gnmd 

"uter or Ceremonies, what is the first business of a Grand Council of Princes 
"f Jerusaleml Grand Muter of Ceremonies. To see that the guarde are at 
their proper atationa. M. E. Attend to that dntyand infOnD, &C. G. M. C. 
It is done, MOlt ElJuitable.' M. E. strikes hflo; the Janior Warden ri!18S. 
'\I. E. 'Valiant JURlor Warden, what is uur nen businessl J. W. To see 
that all present are Princes of Jeruaalem. M. E. Attend to that duty. J. W. 
We are all prine.,. of Jerua}em. M. E. (striking tMice) Valiant Senior 
Warden, what is the hour? 8. W. The riIIin,ir of the IIUD. M. E. What dilly 
remains to be done? S. W. To arrange the Princes in two columns, for the 
proper 4IIischarge of their duties. M. E. Attend to that duty. S. W. Most 
Equitable, it is daDe. M. E. Valiant Junior and Seinor Warden8, inform 
your rf"fip<lCtive columns that I am about to open thj,. Grand Council ofPrin
eel of Jerusalem, by thru and two. (That is done.) M. E. Attention, hliant 
Princes! (The signa are givenj the Most Equitable strikes three and tuo: 
this is repeated by the Wardens.) , M. E. J dedare this Grand Council duly 
openNl &lid in order for busine8!.: " . 

Rectpliott.-The candidate belD1{ hoodWlnked, 111 led by the Master .f 
Ceremonies to the d'lOl'- the alarm IS given-the doer is opennd without any 
ceremony, and the candidate is led to tbe east, and thus addressed:-Most 
Equitable. 'What is yourde~irl!1 Candidate. I come to prefer the complaints 
of the people of Iarael ~in8t th .. Samaritans, who hue refused 10 pay the 
tribute imposed on them for defraying the ezpense of the sacrificee o8ered to 
God in th.' temple. M. E. (who repre8t'nta Zerubbabel) J hne DO power 
I)ver the Samant&llsj they are subject to king Dariu., w~ is at Babylon; 
it is to him that such complaint8 mus. be prefenedj but u we are aU int.er
ested in this thing, I will ann you, and cause .vou to he accompanied by fOur 
Knights, that you may more "asily Bunnount any difficulty which may present 
itself in your journey to 'he eourt of the kin4! of Persia.' The ben' agio is now 
re~from the eyes of the candidate; he is ·armN! wilhaswordandbuck
ler, and decorated a8 a Kni/!ht of tb~ East. The four Knights who accom· 
pany him are armed in I !1irnilar lIlanner. They commence their jnun1!"y, 
and are attacked loy <orne nrmed ruffians, whom thpy repl.lbe. 1'12"1 IIJTIve 
at the duor of the cabinet of Darius. Thf' cnndidat enters with one of the 
Knights, and thUR add r~s~ea the king:-'Mi/!,hty .kinp;f' the S~tans.ref!18e 
to pay the tnbute nnpo!rd on them by Cyrua, 1(IDg of Perma, fur defraytng 
the expcn8es of the . acrificea which are offered in the temple .bich we baye 
rebuilt: tho people of Israel entreat that yon wiu c()mpel the Samaritans to 
perfonn their duty. Darius. Your request is ju@tancl equitaWej I o.rde1' that 
the Sn~a~itans shall i ~mpdiately pay the tnbut. imJlC*ll on them. My 
Cluef MinIster sh~1l deh"or to you m)' deeree (or this purpose. Go In peace!' 
The candidate retire! ; the Chief Mi(Uster follow8 and /IIliYefB the decree Ie 
him. After .~mounting various obst~c1Ils, candidat8.~etoD \iiaretul'1l.., 
the l[nights wlth lighted torches, and is thu8CQ1lduete4 with trilllDpla iDtD t» 
p~eaence of Zcru~babel, and 83ys:-'1 d81iver to yoo tbe cIewee et' naa.. 
klll~ of Pew a, which we bve obtalDed after defeating our enemies, ..... -

l.oogk 
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oeuntering many dangers in our journey.' Most Equitable reads tlte decree 
as felknn:-'W'"e 'Dana, 'King iJf Kinp!' ~ to faVGl' and protect our 
JIIIOpIe at Jemaalern, after the example of our illustrious predecessor, king 
Oyms, do will and onlain, that the Samaritane, agUnat whom eomplaints 
hue been made, shall Jl1IIIdll8Ily pay the tribute money which they owe fOl" 
the IIIICl'ificee of the temple-otbenrise they shall receive the punishment duc 
to their disobedience. Given at Shushan, the palace, this fourth day of till' 
second month, in the year 3594, and of Oul' reign the third, under the seal ot 
0lU' faithful Darius. [t. ••. r M. E. 'The people of Jerusalem are under the 
greatest obligations to you for the zeal and courage displayed by you in sur
mounting the obstacles which you encountered in your journey; as a reward 
we shall cenfer on you the myateries of tb_ degree of Prince of Jerusalem. 
Are yoJ! willing to fake an obligation, binding you to an exact observance of 
our !aWl!, and a careful concealment of OUT mysteries? Cando I am. lU. E. 
Kneel before the altar for that purpose.' , ' 

Oblig«&n.-I. A. S., do solemnly promise and swear in the presence of Al
mighty Oed, the Gnoat Arehitect fJf heaven and earth, and of these Vnliant 
Princes of JerUsalem, that ,I will never reveal the mysteries of the degreo ot 
Prince of Jerusalem to anyone of an inferior degree, or to nny other pcr~on 
wli'atever. I proJpise and swear, 88 a Prince of Jerusalem, to do justice to 
my bmthren, and not to rule thelll tyrannically, but in love. I promise and 
swear that I will never, by word ... ~eed, attack the h~nor of any Prince of 
Jerusalem; and that I wiD not assi~t in conferrinu this degree except in a 
lawful Grand Couneil of Princes of Jerusalem. All this I promise and swear, 
under the penalty of beiJ;lg.wipped fl4lked, and baving my heart piereel! with 
a poniard. So help me God. Amen! Amen! Amen! 

The Most Equitable raises the candidate, &lid gives him the signs, tokens, 
and words. ' 

.Fird sign, --.. Fir;' token, -. SeeN token, --. 
Pan tlJord, --. 8aeNtl tlJord, --. 
The Marc,., --. Steps 00-. 

Age.-The age of a Prince of Jeruaalem is --. 
Most EqUitable. 'I now appoint and constitute you, withyourfeurcollipa-. 

nions, Ptiaces and Goftrnurs of Jf!I'Id8lem, that you ma,Y render justice to all' 
the people. I decorate you with a yellow sash, to which IS attached a gold me
dal. The 'balance.' en it is to admonish yon to make equity and justice yonr 
guides. The 'hand' of juatiee' is a mark of yOUT authority over the people. 
The 'emhlems' of the 'awen' with which I now invest ,Yon, have reference tv 
the works and virtues of Masons, and to your duty In the high office with 
which yon are 'inveSted. As Princes of Jerusalem, you will assemble in two 
chambers of the temple. Be jll8l, merriJid, and tIlise.' 

LECTURE. 
Questien. Are yon a Prince of· Jf!I'Id8leml Answer. I know tbe rand to 

Babylon. 'Q. What were you formerly? A. A Knight of the East. Q. How 
did you arrive at the dignity of a Prince of Jerusalem? A. By th(' favor of 
ZerubbabeI, and the courage which I manifested In many conflicts. Q. 
Where did' the Prince 01 Jerusalem travel! A. ,From Jerusalem to Babylou. 
Q Why! A. The Samaritans having refused'to pay the tribute imposed on 
them for defraying=cz of the sacrifices oftared to God in the temple, 
an embassy was d, ed to BabJl.on, to obtain justice of king !>anus. 
Q. How many Kni ts eoutituted this embassy1 A. Five. Q. ])J~ they 
encounter any difficulty io their journey? A. They did. The Sarnantans. 
against whom they were to prefera complaint, arm('.d themselv~ and attac~ed 
the amtJu.4ors, bat were defeated. Q. What did they obtaUl fro~ DarIUS? 
'. A decree ordering the Samaritaos to pay the tribnte, orsufi'erplln1shml'r' 
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Q. How were the ambAsaadors received on their reWrulOJerwralem1 A. AJ 
>lOme distance Crom the city they we", met by the people, who a.ccomJ)UieQ 
them to the temple, singing songs of joy. On r~ the temple and mak· 
in, their fe(lOrt, and presenting the decree of Dan~ they were COIUItiluteil 
Pnnc~8 of Jerusalem. Q.. How were thflr habited as Princes of Jerusalem? 
.,. In doth of gold. Q. What were their deeoratiODB? A. A yellow sasb 
trimOl • .,) with ~old from right to left; to which was attached a 'go\Ilen mecIaJ,' 
on which was was engraved a 'baia.Dco,' a 'sword,' 'five staza,'lIld the letterF 
'D. Z.' Q. Wbat is signified by the five stars 01) tile sash? A. They u<' 
cmbl .. matic of the five Knights who journeyed from Jeruwem to Babylon. 
Q. What is thr. llJIe of a Prince of JI'NSaletJ)? A. Five times fifteell. 

CI ... ,.-Most Equitable. 'Most Enlightt'ned Junior and Senior W.roens. 
announce to your ,,·.poctive columns that I am about to c10ee this Ga.na 
Counril byfil't timesjijl,m.' Each Warllen strikesfiw; aU nseandthe notice 
is gi,·en. M. E. '.'ttention, Princes of Jcr~eml (The signs are gil"en. 
The !\Io~t Equitable strikcos fi"t times fifteen, which is repeated by the War· 
,I('n~ . ) Ee just, merciful, and wise! 1 declare this Grand Council duly closed.' 

• ••• 
• THiRTY-SECONt! DEGREE, 

OR 

PRINCE OP THE ROY.u. SECRET." 

'fin: III8eIIIbly of Princes is termed a 'Coruiltory.' 
o.gIetr •• - The first officer represents Frederick 11. king of Prussia; be j,: 

t;tyled 'Sonreij!ll of Sovereigns,' 'Grand Prince,' 'U\ustr1ous Commander in 
Cbief.' The two next officers are styled 'Llewell&Dt C~ders.' TbI' 
fourth oflieer is the 'Minister of State,' who acts as the ortdor. The tifth 
f)fficer is the 'Grand Chancellor.' Then the 'Grand Sl'cretary;' tbe 'Grand 
Treasurer;' the 'GranJ Captain of the Guards;' a 'Stap.dud Bearer;' a. 
'Grand Master Architect;' and two 'Tylers.' 

Piau of muting.-This is to be a building a.t leaSt two storietl in height. 
situated on elevated ~round, in the open cOWltry. Three apartments on the 

• It will be recollected, that in calling this the thirt'y-~nd degree, tbe 
degrees conferred in a Royal ,Arch Chapter and Gnwd Ellc&ll)pment, with 
those of the Thrice Illustrious Order 'of the Holy Cross, are not numbered. 
, The 08ttnftble object of this degree is the invasion of the Holy Land, and 
Its delive~nce from the infidels. This is to be etlilcted by uniting all the Ma· 
,;ons, ancient and modem, under one commander, and directing them ' ffl 

1M8Bt' upon the Mahometan&, who have wickedly established themselves in 
that sacred region. Hence the comPlexion of this degree is military. The 
draft or carpet Contains the plan of the camp of this 'MASONIC A.RJlY!' TM 
watchwords are to servc the purposes of countersigns. It is believed that 
t!le c~remonies elf in!tiation 'ban never been committed to writing, ~r p~ac
ticed In ~orth Amenca; hence, tho11¥h .many bave received the ?bligation.. 
words, 8~2, &c. ftm'nally, they remam like the rest of the world tgnOI"unt 01 
th~ peculiar rig~ts ?fthe degree. It may be I?loper to apPrise the reader tbal 
thiS degree, which 19 now numbered aa the thirty-sec:oJ!il, was fifty years 
(or les8) the twenty-fifth .. AII those degrees wbich interve e between tht 
f{--H, or Kad:os~ and th,~ degree, have bee)l intOJPOlated, and probably 
"lnnufacttlrcd Within that penod. 
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second l100r are necessary in this degree. In the first of these tb~ Guards 
are stationed. The sicond is used alt a preparation room. The third is 00-
(lUpied by tbe membera of tile Consistory. This laat'apartment is hung with 
blaek, sprinkled' with teara, 'death's heads,' 'cross bones,' and 'skeletons.' 
The throne is in the east, elevated by seven Maps. On the throne is the chair 
of state, lined with black Atin, flanied with rea. Before the chair is a table 
COl'ered with black satin, IItrewed with teara. On this cloth, in front, is a 
'death's head' and 'eJ'OlB holies;' over the 'death's head' is the letter I; and 
lJ1lder the 'cross bonea' is the latter M. On the table is placed a naked sword, 
II buckler, a sceptre, a balance, and a book colltainin4' the statutes of the 
order. In the west je pIamcl another table covered. WIth crimson, bordered. 
with black, and strewed with tears; on the front of this clotb are the letters 
N. K. M. K. in gold. 

Dre88. and statiolls of o.tJlcerB.~The 'Sovereign of Sovereigns' is dressed in 
royal robes, and seated in the chair of state. The Lieutenant Commanders 
dressed like the modern princes of Europe, and seated at the table in the 
west; their swords ate er9ssed on tbe table., The Minister of State is placed 
at the Sovereign's righthand. The Grand CbaneeUor stands on the left hand 
of,the Sovereign. Next to the Minister of State is placed the Grand Secre
tary. Next to the Grand ChanceUor is placed the Grand Treasurer. Below 
the last named officara are placed on one side the Standard Bearer, the Grand 
lIaster Architect, and tbe tlaptain of the Guards. Below these officers are 
placed six members dreesed in red, without aprons, wearing the jewel oC tbe 
order, suspended on tbe breast by a black ribbon. 

Collar of the order.-Tbe eOUar is black, and edged with + 
3ilver. On its pomt is embroidered in red, a tentonic cross, 
On the middle of the CJ'OlB is a doable headed eagle in silver. The 
collar is lined with scarlet, on which is embroidered a black teutonic cross. 
Around the waiat is girded a hlaek sash, embroidered with silver. The cross 
is embroidencl on'that part of the girdle which is ill front. ' 

JetlleI.-The jewel is a golden teutonic crose. , 
Q.~ oj ~.-The candidate who rece\ves this degree must 

be fllithfallyexamined in that of 'Kadosh,' previous to admission •. The Mas
ter of Ceremonies will acquaint him with the 'paBa word,' which he ill to give 
to the Lieutenant COIDIIIinder. The Master of Ceremonies will then lead 
him to the 'Sovereign of Sovereigns,' 

OpnitIg and ~.-Tbe So..Ytnign of Sovereign says, '&rl v.' The 
Lieutenants reply, ,NotQ.' They then together laY, 'Tengv.' All give the 
sign. The Sovereiga, oC~ eay8:-Let us imitate our.Grand ~aster 
Jacques DeMol.y, Hiram AbdJ;* who to the last placed aU his hopes 10 the 
G,.t Architect of the universe; and pronoUllced die following worils just as 
he passed from this transient life into' eternal b1iss:-'Spes mea in Deo est,' 
(1\1.1 hope ~ in God.) , ' " 
~ oj 'M~ ~the ""'t'.-On tbe carpet is drawn an 

'81lneeien,' in w1rich is mscribed a pentagon; WIthin this g an eqnilateral trian
Ale. and in the triangle a eircle. Between the hept&pn and pentagon, upon 
the ,sides of the lattsr, are placed tbe standards of the five Standard Bearers, 
and the paviUansinscribed,by the letters T. E. N. G. U. The emblems on 
the standard T, are the 'ark of the covenant,' an 'alive tl'e!l,' and a 'lighted 
caadIestlck" on each side. The gromad color of this standard is purple. On 
the ark is written the motto 'Laos Deo.' The ataadanl E. bears a golden 
lion holding in his mouth a 'golden key;' wearing around his neck a gel
dlm collar. on which is enpaveil '515.' The ground is azunl; the moUe 'Ad 

* In the IlUbIime degrees BiraaAbift"is eouidered merely as an allegorical 
pel'80DAgeo • -
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majorelll Dei~' Oil theatandaN N. ill an <iDS...tileut; ill red,JIiili 
two wings, auirounded by a lauM. CroWD. The growtd is white. The lh.g 
G. bean. doable ~ed eagle, crowned, Iulldina • &WOld ill hill right claw, 
and in hi. left a bloody heart. Gronnd ill sea B!l'eD. The Ilag U. has aJl qx, 
".))Ie. (bI.ck,) on a golden grou.d. On the side. of the ean~ are nine 
'.ota, and on ite angles niDe pendaoU, each beIoucina.to ituppropriate tent. 
The pendants are distinguished by nUllMl1'llla, and the lata by \he letters 
I. N. o. N. X. I. L. A. 8., diepoIed ftOlD right to left. Tbeee IeDts Big. 
aify the different grades of Maaoory. Thue: 

Ttnts. Namuof Tmts. . !'tnildnts. Reprtalt, 
{ Knights ofRoseCroi.<t 

s. Malachi, White, spotted with red, Kts.ofEast&West 
and Pr's of Jenr.'m. 

\. Zerubbabel, Light grecn, r Knights of the East. 

L. Neamiah, .... jon"" .......... , and SublimeM1lI01IS 

r. Hobben orJohaben Blaok aDd red, Sublime "teet, and 
Elect of Fifteen. 

X. Peleg, Black, Elect of Nine, or Gr. 
, Master Architect. 

.'i. Joiada, Red and black in !ozcngetr, ovost and Judges. 
{ ntendant oftbe buil-

O. Aboliab, Red and green, dings and Intimate 

Joshua, 
Secretary. 

N. Green, erfect l\.aster, 

I. Ezra, Blue, I" Master, FellowCnift, 
. and Enter'd Apprer.. 

The equilateral triaRJi!'le in :the middle· rep_eat. the-oentre of the army, 
and shows where the Knigbts of Malta are to be placed ",00 hue been ad
mitted to our mysteries, and have pnwed themselVes f~ . gtI&I-dians. 
They are to be joinf!!l with· the KnightsofKadeeh; TIae-corpeUt tire centre 
is to be commanded by five Princes, who command pndy or in mtatioMlc
cordin!! to their degrees, and receive their ordera D.mediately fiool tbe.Sove
rei~ of Sovereilms. These five Princes must place tbeir stUdanla ill the've 
angles of the pentagon, &8 above described. ·These Prinee&, who are,Stan-
danl Beare"" have the following names, viI... . 

tr i: '~::::::::~ 1 .. 
N, - ••••• -. MaJ.1azen, NIIIIIU. 
G. •• - •• - •• Ganmqnt; 
u. --_.- --- Amariah. . 

The heptagon ·pointilout the E~campment destined for the Princes-of Li
hanus, Jerusalem, 4; and theso are to receive their 9-rde:r$. from ~e , fiv(' 
·Princes. The ennellgen shows the general order of 1'Iasooll of aU degrees. 

Instructions for the rellnion of the brethren, Knil[hts, Princes. an4 Oom
. manders, of the Royal SeCTet or Kadosh, which really signili_, 'Holy II'rttM-
of aU thfJ".er 8t!partri.d.' •. 

Frederick III. king of Prussia, GrandMasteI'andCOuunandefmGhief, So
vereign of Sovereigns, with an army composed of the .KoiI:ht ,Princw~ ~f ,the 
~te and Black. ~Ie, inciuding'.Prussian, English, ~a F.ren$; Iikewi . 
JOined by the Kmghts Adepts of the Sun, Princes.of Llbanus . or tbe Royal 
Axe, the J(ai~hts of the Rose Croix or; St, Andrew, Knights of the Rut aDd 
West, the Prmoos of Jerusalem, Knights of the. East, or Sword, .\he Grand 
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Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Muons, the Knights of tile Royal Arch, (mnth 
.Ucb,) Sublime Knights Elected, &C. &c. . 

The hour for the departure or mareh of the army ie the fifth after the set. 
tm, of the sun; and ill to be made known by the tlringof five great guns in 
the foUowing order (0)-(0 0 0 O)-that ~ with an interval between the first 
ud second. The IirBt rendezvous is to be the port of Naples-from Naples 
tel the port of Rhodes-from Rhodes to Cyprus and Malta, whence the whole 
naval force of all nations is .to asaemble. The second rendezvous is to be at 
CfPru&, &c. The third rendezvous is to be at JeruAiem, where they will be 
jllmed by: our faithful guardians. The watchwords for every day of the week 
are as follows; and they ara not to be chan~ but by express order from the 
l,ingofPru&sia: • 

ProuefQr, of ,Masonry. Prophets. 

~U:d!y .::::::::: g~:;,) 1 ~:~il, 
Toeaday ••••••••• Xerxes, Habakkuk, 
Wetblesrlay ••••••• Alennder, Answer. Zephaniall 
~ursday .......... Philadelphos, Haggai, ' 
-Fnday • • • • • • • • • •• Herod, Zecliariah 
Saturday ••••••••• Hezakish. . Malachi, ' 

Sign. -, --, --. S/UJred words. One say. "'----;" to 
which the other replies '-;' both then repeat the word, '--.' 
plJII tDords. '-.' '--,' which signifies 's~ated;' '--,"_,' 
which signifies, 'reunitedj' '-,' '-,' '-. -'-,' wbi~ signifies, 'to 
avenge;' Each then letters the word '-;' which signifies, 'Omnipotent'. 

Clltrge tulMustd to tluellrldidaU.-My dear.brother: The Saracens baviDg 
taken possession orthe Holy Land, thoee who were engaged in the Crusades 
not being able to expel them, .agreed with Godfre, DeBouillon, tha con· 
dnetor and chief of tIie Crusaders, to veil the mystenes of religion under em· 
blems by which they would be able to maintain the devotion of the soldier, 
and protect themeelvetl from the incursion of those who were their enemies, 
after the eample ofilie ~ptures, the styleofwbicb is fi~tive. Those ~ 
oua brethren chose Solomon's temple for their model This building has stroDg 
.Busiens to the Christian church. Since that period they (Masons) have been 
knOW!) by the name ~ Master Arcbitec~i. ana they have employed themselves 
in improving the law or that admirable Master. From hence It appears that 
the mvsteries of the craft are the mysteries of religion. Those bre~n were 
careful not to entrust this important secret to any whose discretion the, hall 
not proved.:For this reason they invented different d~ees to try tbose who 
entered amoDg them; and oRly gave them symbolic secrets wilbont expJaaa. 
tion to prev~nt treachery, aad to make themselves known only to esch other. 
For this purpese it was resolved to UBll different signs, wonU, and tokens, Va 
every degree, by which thq would be secured against cow..~ alld Saracens. 
The dill8rent degrees wen! bed first to the number of &even by· the e.um. 
pleo£theGrandArcbi~ althe universe, who:built all UJingain sixday ... 4 
rested OQ the .sev8llth. Tbia is disti~ by the seven poIDts of recep· 
tioDinthe Muter'lldepe. Enocia eDqlloyed uday. tocoll8tn1ct tbe .... , 
and OR the 8WentiI, haVing deposited the secret treuure in the lowest arcll" 

. was traI:uIIaled to the abodee Of tile bleuad. Solomoll employed aix,-.an io. 
ClQUtnl~ his teQIpleo aadcelebta.ted iUl dedication OIl tile seventh. wi&Ia all 
the eolenllllty worthy or the Divinity JUmselt. Thill IIIICl8Cl edifice we chQQSs 
to lUke the~ effipraUve MaIIOary. hi the first depee are three·.ym. 
bols.to be appijld. FirIt, Tb8Jiret ~ the creation, which was ou!l chao&. is 
figurer11)y ilie eaDdidate'a COIIIina em of: the black chamber. II!"ther .... 
DOr clothecl, deprWed. kc.;aadbii .-ang t!ae painful trial at his receptioq, 
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&c:, The candidate _ nothing before he is brought to light; and his poW'eII 
ofimagination relative to what lie ill to go throup are suspended, whicb al
ludes to the ~ of the creation of that vast lUminous bodycoofused ~ong 
the other ~ of creation before it was extracted from dukness and fixed 
by the Almigbt, nAT. Secondly, The caudidate approacbes thefootstool of 
the M8Ilte~ arid there renounces all cowans; he promises to subdue his pas
sions, by wL;h means he is united to virtue, and by his re,l!Ulanty aflife de
RIOIMtmtes "bat he propose&. This is figured to him by tile 8teps!bat he 
takes in apK:,..hingthe altar; the symbolic meaning ofwbicb is the aepata
tion oftbe ent &om the earth and water on the second day of CN.tion. 
(The charge procetidai by, giving a figurative interpretation of the cerenwaiee, 
.tc. of the first and second part of the third degree, which I pass meranll
iotl:lesting ·10 my readers, and commence with'an interpretation which will be 
118 novel to the Craft of the lower grades as to the C_. *) , 

In the "Master's degree is represented the ....mation of Hiram by IiIBe 
brethren. This o"ht to put us in mind of the fate of Adam, oecasioDed by
perYQl8en_ in hlB dieo,"!~ his greet and awful Creator. The BY,JDbolc 
myste~ of the d~ ofHI1"&III AbifJ"tepreeentsto us that of the Mes!iah;for 
the three blows which were given to Hiram AbifF at the three gates of the 
t~e aIludeII to the three points of coridemnation against Cbriat, at the 
H' Priest'Il, Caiphas"Hervd, and Pi~ It wU &om the last that he 11'19 
I to that most VIolent and excruciating death. The said three bIoII'S witIJ 
the square, gusge, and gavel, are 'eymbolsofthe blow on the cheek, tIIe.
gellatioo, and the crown of thorns. The brethren assembled around the \oI!Ib 
of Hiram, is a representation of the disciples lamenting'the death of Christ 
on the CI"Ol& The Master's word, which IS said to be lost, since the desthot 
Hiram Abit; is the same that Christ pronounced on the cross, and which the 
.Jews did not comprehend, 'Eli, Eli,lama sabaehthani,' 'My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken mel 'have pity on and forgive my ene.rues'-Instead,of 
which words are subetitnted, M. B, N., '(Mac-be-nac,) whicll in Arabian Slg
nifies, 'The 100 of the widow is dead.' Tbe false brethren ~pl'el'eDt Judl5 
Iseanot, who IOld ehri.t. 'Fbe red coDar worn by the Grand EIeet; i'~eet, 
and Sublime Masons, calls to remembrance the blOod of Christ. The",ngo( 
acaseia is the figure of the CIOas, because of this wood was the CJ"OI'S iaaile. 
Tbe captivity of the Grand Elect, and'Sublime -Masons, (i. eo by the Cbs!
deans,) sbows UB the persecution t)f the Christian i'eligion under the Bmnsn 
emperors, and' its liberty onder Constantine the ~at, ,It also esIls to our 
remembrance the ~ution of the Templars, and the tritnatioD of Jacques 
DeMolay, who, Iymg in iJons nearl~ seve~ ye~ at the end ~ which out 
~rthy Grand Master was burnt alive with hlB foor compaDlonB,on t)le 
eleventh of March, 1314, creating pity and tears in the peopfe, who saw him 
.lie with firmness and heroic constancy, sealing his innocence with his blood. 
My dear, brother, in passin/! to the degree of perfect Master, in which 'you 
sh8d teare at the tomh of Hiram Abift, and in BOIDe other degJ"6el!r hoBOt 
your hf'-4f\ been led to revenge? has not the crime of JubelltJll Akinlp been 
represented in the most 'hideous ~t? Would it be unjust to ~!~e 
conduct of Philip the Fair to his; and the infamous accusers oftbe Tem.tdra; 
\0 the two ruffians who were accomplices with Akiro~ Do they not 8 

in your heart an equal aversion? The dift'eient stages you havedtrayeJJ~ 
~4 the time you have ta.ken in learning these historical eQDtI, no oubt, "PL. 

lea.,oo to oiake the prollBrappJications; and by the depee of Master Elect 
, . " 

~ve consulted a Dumber of authors 'and IIWIY MMonsofhlghnnk to 
1!lU'D the ·.rigin an~ defiiUte meaninr ofthiB. word; bU$ .VB obtaiief ~ ~
~ory information on the subject.. However, fmm tile manner ~ it 
~ used, I 8bould .opPose ttt,at it re&.rred to; the 'non-iailiate4.' .' 
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IIIl!.d KedOBb, you are propedy.disposed to fulfil all your engagements, and 
to bear an implacable hatred to the Knights of Malta,'" and to ave~ the death 
of Jacques DeMolay. Your extensiveaequaintancewith symbolic Ml&SOnry, 
,vbich you have at~ed by your discretion, leaves you nothing more to de
sire here. You see, my dear brother, how, and by whom, Masonry has come 
to us. You are to endeavor by every just means to regain our rights, and to 
remember that we are joined by a soeiety of men, whose courage, merit; and 
good conduct, hold out to liS that rink that birth alone gave to our aoc:es
tere. You are now on the same level with them. Avoid every evil bY'care
fully keepin,!( yilurobligations, and carefully conceal from the vulgar what you 
are, end wait that happy moment when we all· shall be reunited 'under the 
same Sovereign in the mansions of eternal bliss. Let us imitate the example 
of our Grand Master, Jaeques DeMolay, who to the end put his hope in GOd, 
and at his last dying moments ended his life saying, 'Spes mea in DEO estl' 

06Ugation.-1 do, of mT own free lI.ijl and accord, in the presence of th~ 
Grand Architect of thc umverse, and this Consistory of Sovereign Princes of 
the Royal Secret, or Knights of S1. Andrew, faithful guardians of the faithful 
treasure; most solemrily vow and swear, under ail the different penalties of 
my former obligations, that I will never directly or indirectly reveal or make 
known to any person or persons whatsoever, any or the least part of this 
noyal aegre\l, unless to one duly qualified in the body of a regularly consti· 
tuted Consistory of the same, him or them whom I shall find such after strict 
and due trial. I furthermore vow and swear, under the above penalties, to 
always abide and regulate myself a~eably to the statutes and regulations 
now before. me; and when in a Consistory to behave and demean myself a9 
one worth,y of being honored with BO high a degree, that no part of my can· 
duct may III the least reflect discredit on thi3 Royal Consistory, or disgraco 
myself. So may God maintain me in e'l1-'ityand justice! Amen! Amen! 
Amen! Amen! Amen! 

~ ......... 
THmTY·THIRD DEGREE, 

OR. 

'SOVERBIGN GRAND L~SPECTOR GENERAL .. 

'rHE number of inspectors in a kingdom or republic is not to exceed nine. 
They claim jurisdiction over all the ineftil ble and Bublime. degrees, and in rea. 

'lity form an wl«ratic body, with power to appoint their own successors, and 
. aetas 'Sovereigns of Masonry.' , 

Duorati0n8 oftlu ~e of mtetmg.-The hangings 8.re _purple, embroidered 
with 'skeletons,' 'death's heads,' and 'eross bones.' Before the canopy is a 
transparent delta, (equilateral triangle.) In the middle of the room is a grand 
triBDgUlar pedestal, near which is Been a skeleton bolding in his left hand the 
standard ot the order, and in his right hand a poniard in the attitude of strik· 
ing. A~ve the door or place-of entrance is the motto of the order, 'Deus 
meumque jus.' In the east is a chandelier of five brancbes; in tho BOUth 

one of two branches; in the weet one of three; and in the north a single one. 
0JficeT'f fI!Id '~._The assembly is termed 'Supreme Council.' ~firet 

oBicer 'Thnce PUJ8aant Sovereign Grand Master.' He represents FrederiCk II. 
I . 

*The reader must not suppose that the Masonic Kaiahts of Mal~ are here 
intended; the reference is to the ancient order of that name, which, wJ
the order ofTelllpiars was IlJlIlH'Ossod, received their estates. 
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The second ollicer is tenued 'SoYereign Lieutenant COlDIIIIDder! Beside! 
I.hese there is a !Treu.arer ofthe H~ly Empirej' an 'Illustrious Grand Secre· 
tary of the Holy Empuej' an 'lllulltnous Muter of the Ceremoaies;' and an 
'Illustrious Captain of the Guards'-in all seven officers. 

Drtv.-The Thrice Puissant Soyereign wears a crimson satin lObe, ,ber
tl-;red with ,,·hite-a crown on his head, a~d a sword in biB band. The 
Lieutenant Commander wears a ducal.crown. 

SGsi.-The ~h is black, edged with gold, from left to right; at the bottom 
II rose of red, white, and Jlreen. On the part crossing the breaSt is a dIIICI with 
n.ys traversed by a PODlard, and in the midst the figure '33.' 

Jel#tl.-A black double headed eagle holding a sword. His beak, ciam, 
, and the _ord, are of gold. . 

SigJu.-First sigu, '--.' Second sign, '--.' Alann.-Flue,llIftt, 
alit, tIDO. ' 

Sacred tD07"1U. '---,' '-- ' '-- , '---' signifying 'Who il' 
like unto thee among the mighty, OLord!" , , 

Pal8 1Dor.u.--Ques. 'D-y.' ADS. 'H-i.' Ques. 'F--t.' 
ADS. 'D-c.' 

[TIle Grand IDBpectors for the United States of America:, issued aDd pub
!!shed on the 4th day of December, 1802, a circular, from which the following 
extracts arc made:] , " 

CIRCULAR ' 

THROUGHOUT 'l'HI!: TWO ~MJSPHERES. 

Fn;ttr,i temrrum orbi6 .9relaileclllllil per Gloriam l"genti~. 

pEUS lIEUMQUE JUS. 

OIlDO .ts CH.tO. 

From the cast of the Grand and Supreme Council of the Most Pui88:lllt 
Sovereigns, Grand Inspectors General, under the celestial canopy of the 
Zenith, which ansll'ers to the 3211 degree, 45 minutes, N. L. 

To our Illustrious, Most Valiant, Ilnd Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret, 
Knights of K--H, Illustrious Princes and Knights, Grand, Ine1liLble, and 
Sublime, Free and Accepted MasODS of all degrees, ancient and modem, over 
the two hemispheres. 

To all whom these letters shall come: 

HEALTH, STABILITY, AND POWER. 

At II meeting of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General.in Supreme Council 
of the thirty-third degree, duly and lawfully established and coDgreg:lted, 
held at the Grand Council chamber, OD the 14th day of the seventh montll., 
called Tisri, 5563, Arino. Lucis, 5802, and of the Christian era the 10th day 01 
October, 1802: 

UNION, CO~"TENTlIENT, WISDOllf. 

The GmDd Oommand'er inlOrmed the Inspectors that they were co~"cn?<l 
for the purpose of tak.ing into consideration the propriety of add~ssmg CIT

~ulllr letters to the dift'ereot Symbolic Grand Lodges, imd SublllDc Grand 
Lo.s and Oouncils throughout the two hemispheres, erpillnatory of .thl· 
sublime' degrees of Masonry ad their ,establish~en~ in South Caro~lDa: 
When a resolutio~ t~ th.at eft'ect was immediatelr adopted, and II COIruruttee 
consisting of the illustrious brethren Dr. Fredenck DIIcho, Dr. Isaac Auld. 
and. Emanuel De La Motta, EIq., Grand Inspectors General, was appointel1 
to draft and submit such letter to the Council at their next Pleeting. 
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At ,a meeting of the Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, in Supreme 
Council of the thirty-third degree, 1tC. IILC. on the 10th day of the eighth 
month, ealled ChiIlen, 5563, .A. L. 580!, and of the Christian cra this 4th 
day of December, 1802, the committee to whom was referred the'foregoing 
resolve, respectfully submitted, &:c. &C. 

* * • • • • • • • • • * * T~ namel of the Muollic degrees are as folloWB, viz: 
1st degree ealled Entered Apprentice, ~ 
2d '.. " Fellow Craft, Given in the Symbolic Lodgt'. 
3d .. " Muter Mason. ' 
4th " " Secret Master, 
5th " " Perfect Muter, 
6th .. -II Intimate Secretary, 
7th" "Prov08t and Judge, 
8th" " Intendant of tlie Building, , 

" 
10th" "Illu8trious E ectedofFfteen, Lodge. 
11th" "Sublime Knight Elected, , 
12th ," '" Grand' Muter Architect, 
13th'" " Royal Arch, [KnightS'ofthe 

Ninth Arch,) , 
14th " 
15th .. 
16th " 
17th " 
18th " 

" Perfection. J 
" Knight of·the East, l Given by the Princes of Jerusalem, . 
" PrillCe of Jerusalem.·S which ill a gOl'erning council. 
" Knight of the East and West, 

19th " 
20th " 
21st " 

22d " 
23d " 
24th " 
25th " 
26th " 
27t.h " 
28th " 
29th " 
30th " 
31st " 
32d .. 

33d " 
• • 

" SovereiID Prince of· Rose Croa de 
Heredos, 

" Grand PontitJ; 
" Grand Muter of nil Symbolic Lodges, 
" Patriarch Noachite, or Chevalier Prus-

sian, 
" Prince ofLlbanus, 
.. Chief of the Tabernacle, 
" Prince of the Tabernacle, 
" Prince of Mercy, 
" Knight of the Brazen Serpent, 
.. Commander of the Temple, 
.. Knight of the Sun; " 
.. Knight of st. Andrew, 

.1' K-H, [Holy,] 
" Grand Inq. Commander, 
" Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret, 

Prince of Masons, 
" Sovereign Grand Inspectors General; 

OfIicers appointed for life. 
• • • • • • • 

Gh'en by theCoDD
cil of Grand In
BpectOrs, who are 
SoyereignsofMa
sonry. 

• • • 
Clwleston, South CaroliDa, the 10th day of the eigbth month, called Chis-

1eu,<5563, A. L. 5801, 8IldoftheChrietian erathia 4th day of December, 1801. 
FREDERICK DALCHO. 

X-H, Sovereign Grand Inspector General of lhe thirty-third, and Lieu-
'~enant Grand Commander in the United States of America. D 

. ISAACAUL • 
K-H P. R. S. Sovereign Grand IupectOf Qeneral of the thirty-third. 

" E. DE LA MOTTA. 
X-H, Sovereign Orand Inspector GeBeral of the tbirty-tbird, IDd m", 

triowl Treuurer GeAezal of ike H. empire. 
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Lut of .!f.,..;c u,r1U ~e4 iA Fr_ iA CM ,e", 1796, ~,. IIv 
_I: ftItUle4 '.M4tpllUUrit A~' 

t.t degree called AppreDti •••• Apprentice, ~ 
,.. " .. COmpapoD, •• FeDow Craft, Symbolic degrees.. 
3d " " Maitre, ••••• Muter. 
4th " " Maitre Parfaite, •••••• Perfect Master, \ 
5th " " Du dee N eur, ••••••• Elect of N iDe, r:r> 
6th .. " Elu de PerignaD, ••••• Elect of PerignaD, g. 
7th " " Petit Architect, ••••• ~ Sub Architect, ~ 
8Ih " " GraDd Architect, ••••• Grand Architect, .. 
9th " " Maitre Ecouois, ••••• Scotch Master, J Ii' 
10th " " Chevalier de !tOrient, •• KDight of the East, ~ 
t1th " " ChevalierdeRoeeCroix,· Knight of the Rose CrolS, ~ 
11th " " Chevalier PruseieD, •••• Prus.um Knight. • 

Lin of M",tU ""'-'etIpl--.forrd. UIIIkr tAt ,andioaof tM GtwuI Oricnt 
, of lNIue, m tle ".. 1804. 

tat degree called Apprenti, I 
2d " "CompagnoD, Symbolic degrees. 
3d " "Maitre. 
4th " "Elu Secret, ••••••••• Secret Elect, . 
5th .. " Grand Elu EcoIl8Oia, ••• Grand Scotch Elect , 
6th' ,. "CbeYaliM de l'OQeDt, •• Knight of the East, 
7th ,; "Rolle Croix, •••••••• RoIlY Cross. 

" .. 
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.I8TOBY OF I'BBB JIA8ODY: 

Being tlae au1mance of retnarb made itt IAe Sfllle COIUItIIIion, aI dl6,." IIRIl 
reduce" f4J/_ 1111' Ihc bli-MUImfe RnietD and MORtAl, Magaw. 

By IhNn D.uu. W.I.&D, A. M. 

THm early history of Free Masonry, like that of Rome, is involved in obacu- • 
rily. rhe conquerors of the world were not II&tisfied with the plain truth of 
their. uational origin. To have sprung from a band of lawless marauders, 
stained the pride of the Ce88ra. They taught that the 'Etmllll Ciloj was 
founded and first ruled by the son of Mars, whose name Willi Romulusj who 
was taken to the gods iii a tempest oflightuing, and beeame.Tuirinu8, tile pa
tron saiRtofthe heathen city, imd one of the chief gods of Rome. This was 
lofty, ~ sonoro1lll, and might beunexceptionable were it true. 

Our modem potII"', which seeks with Roman ambition to lord it over the 
..... hole habitable earth, also st,les itself demtll,. as did Rome; deduees ita ori
ginfromheav.en; claima an inspired man for its lawliver, and some mighty 
tbin,r in the nature of the philsopher's stone for its secret-all which is equally 
c;:redlble, and as well attested, as that Romulus was nursed by a wolf, or Ju
piter was a god that could 88ve. And these Masonic fables are likewise told 
to cover the meanDeBB of Free Masonry'. origin: for she too sprung from a 
c::oufederacy of lawleBB plunderers; and it mortifies the pride of the High 
l'riests, it tops the vanity of the Grand Masters, and it makes the Puissant So
vereigns of Free Mason" to tremble for the security of their thrones, to be 
told that their boasted order sprung from the mire of the Rosicrucians, and 
spread abroad over the face of the earth, from the licentious cupidity of its 
speculative fathers; ~ Free Masonry originated within the eigliteenth cen. 
tmy among men who sold Masonic charters for an appearance of mystery, 
but in truth for molley. . 

Stone masons, in common with ninety-one other trades and crafts, in the 
city of London, have been in the habit, for eenturies, of meeting in club for the 
purpose of improviag in the elements of their business, and fJf architecture. 
Eaehcraft has its public hall, its admission fee, its coat of arms, and its charity 
fund. The companies are given by name, m the order of their rank, in Bees' 
Cyclopedia, art. Company. And out ofmghteen only whose form of govern
ment IS 1l&rIieuIarly mentioned, sixteen are governed by. Mm"" 1100 War
detaI, anel a varioU8 number of assistants. So Free Mason lodges are governed; 
aud. the titles W _lApful, and Moll W _1Iip/ul, now pseuliar to Free Masonry, 
were common to gentlemen of the sixteeath Bod seventeenth ceQturies, as 
Esquire, and Honorable, are at the present day. 

The Lord Mayor of London, at hiselection, makes himBeIf /ru, thalia, be
comes a member of one of the twelve principal societies, (if he were not a 
member of one of them beforej) 'for these twelve,' 88YS the Cyclopedia, 'are 
not only the oldest but the ricneBt; many of them having had th4! honor Qf 
kings and princes to be their members; and the apartments of theu halls be
ing fit to entertain, monarob.' But M.,.., are not among the twelv~ firsL 
Their rank is Han. No. 31 in BlIIfinshaIllltreet· charter, A. D. 1677, III thl' 
reign of Cbarlee It ' • ' '. 
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Some of 'theee compania meet by prescriptive right. The oldest 'charter 
i8 that of the Puilb Clerka', A. D. 1133, in the reip ofHemylD. The Ba· 
ken', ~ D. 130 7, ~ward II. Five othen were ~rtered.in the,Gnnteendl 
l'8IItury; eigbte en m the fifteenth centW'7; twelve m the uteealh century; 
forl)',andamoagthemtheatonemuone,intheeeventeeothcenblrJimd_ 
ill the eighteeDth century. MuoDic bisaorianB claim the men for FftIeMuoot, 
against wIIom a lltatute wu puaed in the 25th year of theteipoCEd· 
want ro.;. and ~ain, in tbe reign 9f Henry VI., forfliddiq tIItm to 
Ul8lllble m. congrep.tiool ud chapten. (See Free ~. LhJ, 
po 15. HlII'tJI.e', MonilGr, p. 10. ~', Ullfory-oj Muon'l, P. 94. Eacv· 
~ Britt.aie., art. Masonry, lee. 61. et alias.) Now BdwaId lU. 
dealt with Englishmen of that cl&y, as George III. would bave dealt wiIb 
.o\mericans in his day-as if they were his DVes. A plague bad awept 11IIJ 
II. rearful portion of the English population; and the scarcity oflaborenc:aus
cd all classes of mechanics to demand an inereue of wageL Edward hid 
several castles and magnificent edifices in building; and to make his mODe} 
bold out, musl co:upel the maSODl and mechanics to work at the old rates. 
To e.t this, he issued an ordinance, and enforced it by his aherillr. will 
returned masons for the king" buildings, as they are wbnt to retW'lt jurors for 
the kina" courts. This was equally agreeable to the lords of PuIiJneat 81 to 
hilDl8lf; and accordillgiy i~ wu enacted, A. D. 1350, that 'as ~fIr un
willing after the pestilence to 8erve without taking exceaaiYe wages, had beeII 
required lI' serve in their Ret'uatomed places at tlie rate they bad received in 
the 10th year of Edward III.; and as it is given the king ~ UDIlers!llld, 
in this present parliment, tbat the eemants have paid no r8gard hi the_ 
ordinance but to their cue do withdnw from the service oj' great mea ud 
othen, ~ they have livery and wsges to the double or trible efthat tkeJ 
were woot to take in the SlId 10th year, and before, to the grl!IIt damage 
of the great men, &e.; be ordained and established the things UnderwritteD. 

Chap. 1. YIXeII the day and year wageaoffarm 'm1I1ftt.t. 
Cbap. t. Fixes the price ofthre8hing iill sorta of grain, bythequarler. 
Chap. 3. Prescribes the wages of seven! sorts Of artificen, aDd JabomPi 

among whom 'C~tf" anclllllUOll8' are particularlyspecilied. 
Chap. 4. Reqwres artificen to make oath that tIley will uae their cratis, II 

they had done ill the 20th year of the aame EdWard 111. . 
Sea ~, EngIUA Braftltt., vel. 1, p. 25t. 

Seventy.fouryea!'llaf\erthe enactment ofthia statute, whidI ~ islP' 
plicable ouly to handicraftsmen and servants, Henry VI., in ·p.diment, at 
Westminster, ordained that 110 coufederacies I1Ild congregations shall lie made 
by muo~ in their genen! chapters and a8semblies, whereby the good cOunt: 
and etNcta of the statute of laborers (15th Edward OJ.) are violated and bro
ken in subversion of lawj and if any he they that Cluse suc& t.haJlCel! and 
congregation. to be &88j!mbled and holden, tihall be acljudged feloDr,( Clte's. 
3 Just. p. 99.) • • 

The common pretence or Free Masons, that thesestatutes_ltw~ed par
ticularly against their mystic order, by the ignoJ'IIIC8 of bipted~, be
cause the .eer" was not betrayed in the oIBce of IIIIrieuIGr ~ 18 too 
shallow after once reading the statutes, to cover 'fhe naked/1l!8ll 0( the &Jse.. 
hood, or to conceal the evident dupli~ ofils fint publishea But OIlething 
thele1ltatdttlll conclusively MOW, with the aid oft6.e Mueuie historiana, viz. 
:naat in the reign of Edward ilL and Henry VI. there wI!'8 no Free JIf~ 
In England, but 8tone muons, \vho met in gen8I'J1 chaplen, and ~blies, 
not to coltivate theknowledgeofa wonderf'ulmyatery,kt toiJlllMldethe~ 
cution of the law .. and to violate tbe atatule$ oftheif _try., ' . 
. With this viewfaithful,history CODCUIII. That a aoeiety: c1aij11ing the'" 

nes of Free Muonry. should have existed for agee wmot~"'hy8Dl~ , 
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Doble or contemptible, foom.h or learned, is wholly il)creqible anel unworthy 
of belie£ To say nothing of former llenturiea, but confining our attentioh 
~o the three last, the PuritaDs and the Presbyterian., the Cabalists and the 
BoIIicrucia.na, the Gypsies and the Neeromancera, the Alchymiata and the 
JemitB, are liberally aod often noticed by various authors; but Free Masonry 
has ·oot 80 much as a name until the eighteenth century, when it is frequently 
descanted upon, with·an interest an" copiouaness incr...ung to this d:!y. To 
a BOUnd historical scholar. this fact alone is. enough to overset the cob house 
of Masonic pretentiOns to antiquity; a fact which cannot be controverted, . 
except by miserable shins not worth· our notice. In the books of an earlier 
date, we read of the jf'Vlemi141 IathotRonim, or comPQJlY of brick layers; but 
it requires not a lawyer to discern that these Il!8 the men against whom the 
statute of laborers was directed! in the 25th year of Edward, III., an4 
are not the men who have· at this day in their lodges the la,nguage of Eden, 
and the mysteries of the antedeluvilUl world. This is irresistible truth; and 
1 challenge lUIy man to turn its ~ge, or to break ita poillt, or to show one 
panicle of evidence to the contrary, except it proceed from the vainglorious 
boastings of the mystic order itself; which is not evidence, the witness being 
confessedly interested, and now stand publicly convicted oC shameless du
plicity, and of atrocious falsehood in its book of constitutions, and itB autho
rized publications. Of the same tenor is the fact that Papacy IUId Free 
Masonry cannot dwell together in·peacej bllt we hear not a word of their 
disagreement until the eighteenth century. Certainly Papacy is older than 
one bundred yearsj and if Free Masonry be much above that, how dill it 
previously escape a conflict which has never ceased since first it com
menced, A. D. 1730 to 114m The canons of the church require full 
and free confessi!)n to the priests from every good Catholic. The oath. 
or Free Masonry require absolute secrecy upon the transactions of the 
brethren, and of the lodge room, from every good Mason. Now, these . 
canons and oaths nowhere abide togeth~r without discord, and a depri
vation of cburch p7ivileges, and they could never harmonize for one 
moment. Therefore' he time When they first fell out and contradicted 
each other, must have hecn near tI.e beginning of one or both of them. 
That tibie is determined by the Pope's bulJs; A. D. 11:l8, and ITS!). 
Wring and tw~t you may, brother Masoll, but there! i. no escape; the 
elate i. correctly stated-.eventeen hundred and ,lairI!J.ei.rlat. (See Law
,.itt'. XII""'!! Df MUlDflr!!, .p. 122. ItnfY • .Britu.rt. Masonry, 1a.st ed.) 
. What has been said is proof, not only tbat the account which Free 
Masonry gives of itself is erroneous, but is. grossly erroneous; not only 
that the order was liot organized by Solomon, and patroniied by St. 
John, but that it had no existence in the days of Edward 1lI. and of 
Henry VI. of England. The question becomes interesting: Whence 
did it originate? and who first promulgated its falsehoods? 

The Rosicrucian mlMlia sprong up in Germany, A. D. 1610, nearly. 
This puff of indefinable extravagance originated from the writin~ of 
- Andrea. a German, who amused hims.elf with tales of sointuaJ 
wonder, and .of mystical glory, 48 slittrm:y MCI.l:, in the style ot Baron 
Moncbausen's wonderful adventures, in his· memoirS. The visionary 
minds of that day took Andrea's work in earnest. Tiley claimed filf' 
the ROIlY Cross philosopby in gene1'l.I, whatever 1. rlow particu1arly 
claimed for Free Masonry-a heavenly origin, a magic influence, a won
derful secret, and unboullded excellence. The universal medicine and 
the philosopber's stone, were gravely professed for the gl~r:r oc. i~ 
mystic-' laboratory; and to 10 great a pitch of extravagance did It.' VIUI' 
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profeaors NIl, that lIodem Free IrIuons are sober men in the com~ 
IOD. This folly wu greatly admired in England, by lOme men of, 
Rtraage fancy, and of great learning; and by othel'lilublicly professing 
the blatt art. Among the former, the name of E.JUu .aa/Illwie, tbe anti· 

, quary, atands conlpicuoua; aDd among the latter, William UIi!l, the 
utrologer; and IOIDewhere between tbem is Robert ,Fl~ . . Tbi. A~' 
mole is greatly Ilccounted of u a brother, by Muomc hlltonaos; and II 
the firat accepted Muon, claimed by Profel8Or Robisou. (See hooft 
oJa COfll/tiraC!li) Asbmole himaelfuY8, 'I was elected in )luoll'.ball, 
HasingbaU .treet, A. D: 1646.' (See Bio!! .. Britt.) This is the hallot' 
the Stone lluon'. Company, London; chartered A. D. 1677, thirtj.one 
yean after Aahmole's admiuion into ita livery, and l!emaining \0 this 
day, u it eYer bas been, in the pO!l8eaaion of Stone Muon>, aeompany 
distinct from, and independent of, the modern Free Muons; and it is 
«:vident that Ashmole wu o.nl)' made Jree of the Mason's company, 15 

lUi friend Lilly wu made free ot the Salter'. company; and as the Lord 
Mayor is uaually made free of some one of the twelve principal eompa· 
nies of trade.men or mechanics, in the city of London; and tIlat Ash· 
mole Wd not initiated, pu.ed, and raiaed to the sublime degree of a 
Muter 1185(ln, as in a modern lodge of Free )!asOIlS, TIIere(ore the 
record must be _OR!! which makes Ashmole ~ Free )~o of .tbe 
modern tYPf>. Bllt Aahmole was madeJree of the Mason'aeompanYI 
and 11'&1 a Rosicrucian, and a famoua zealot for the philosopher's Slone, 
which, in hi. own words. 'is to convert the basest metals ioto perfect 
gold and silver, and flint. into rubiea, sappbires, emeralds, and diJ.. 
monds.' He further treats copioully upon , 'the vegetable, magi. 
cal, and angelic atones,. with which Adam and the flltbers before the 
/Wod, with Abraham, )loses, and Solomon, doubtle", wrouitht 1l1&li1 
wonders; yet the utmolt of th~ir virtues they ne vel' understood.' (.BiD;. 
Brill.) This Mr. Ashmole is honorably mentioned in the biograpbiell 
dictionaries, and wua very learned man. He wrote a tffmeooou,(olio 
bistory of the .order of the Garter; and founded the celebrated museum 
at Oxford. It is an undeniable fACt, that the conceited mystery of the 
Rosicrucians, and' their vainglorioWi pretences to every thing good, 
and great, and magical, or holy, are united with the emblems and 
working. tool. of a handicrat't mason; the trowel and level, .. quare aod 
compasses, and leather apron, to form. this lying wonder of the nine· 
teenth century, commonly caUed Free Masonry. This union did oqt 
take place in one day, nor until the false philosophy of the R08icruci", 
fell into merited disgrace, and the sect run out. Aahmole died A. D. 
'1692, and with him the last of the Rosy Cross philosophers; but I,he 
spirit of this order, after lillgering a few years amoilg men o(lessnote, 
passed by a species of metempsychosis into a new body, the company 
of handicraft Masons, with whom it firSt appears in the early part of the 
eighteenth century. 

At the time of. Ashmole'. death, Sir Christopher Wrm was at the 
head of the El)ghsh architects; holding the office of a Deputy Survey. 
of the king's buildinga. ~n 1698, he was made by William m .. ~ur. 
veyor General of the public works; and in 1714 to 1718, for political 
considerations, he was removed from office by George I. AlI'Masonic I 

historians call Wren, Deputy Grand Master at the time when he w.s~ 
Deputy Surveyor; aed Grand MlUln" of th~ Free Masons, at the ~ 
when he was Surveyor General to tbe throne • . But in doin~ t~ Uuiy 
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make a very'short rope to han&" themselves; for by their own mowing, 
the first'Grand Lodge was formed A. D.I717. Then how could Wren. 
be Grand Master, A D. 1698, nineteen years before tbere was a Grand 
Lod,e? (See any J4aa0nic history of the year 1717, Prelton, DtfJ'ftl(Jtt, 
La7llrie, et ;alias.) 

During tbis period, the Rosicrucian pretentions were seeking, like a 
troubled spirit, for lome resting place. The age was one"of the most 
extravagant speculation; and moved by a strange dellire of fame, and 
money, ancJ conviviality, fonr companies of stone masons, who werc 
left of those wbo had been associated in building th'e proud edifices of 
London, after the fire of 16116, met, tbe lodge that had worked on St. 
Paul's church being at the head, and formed the Grand Lodge of Lon. 
don, in February, and elected their officers June 24, A. D. 1717. 
With a view to fill up their ranks and to increase tbeir importance, they 
voted to accept men of other trades and professions, as members'Clf tbe 
society. (See Prelton, La'lbf'ie, Hardie, TanneMll, et ,lias; and par
ticullll'ly the Jlmman RezOfI, of La'lbf'ence DeNllott, quoted in the 4th No_ 
of the' Anti.MASonic Review, aad 'Monthly Magazine. 

Three years tbey struggled, accommodating tbe Rosicrucian preten
sioRs to the emblems of a handicraft Mason; and-tben, in 1720, burnt 
their papers for the benefit of the mystery. (See each of the above' 
writen.) They give out that tbis bonfire was made 'by .ome too .cru· 
pulofl' lYrethren,' who feared tbat the secrets of -Masonry would be ex· 
posed in the ,'Book of Constitutions about to be published. But the 
Stooke of tbat fire was not tbick enough to envelope the origin of their 
mystic order ill impenetrable obscurity. No doubt they hoped by bum· 
ing their pretended parchments to destroy all evidence disproving their 
claim to immemorial customs, and to imprescriptible rigbts; which 

, claim was in a course of preparation for the public, in the dreaded Book 
, of Constitutions. ' 

After three years more tbe dreaded volume came forth from the 
hands of .4nder,on, and n",agtlillier" or De.agtJitr., and blowed the 

, first strain of Masonic vainglory, and unearthly mystery, which is heard 
from any book, or printed \reatlse.! .ander,onand DltlaguiUiD'., a Scotch
man-and a Frenchman, in f.ondon, were the men who fint publimedto 
the world the high pretensions of Free Masonry-men of a low charac. 
ter and of a base spirit; wbose book of constitutions of IIaaonry, waS 
ushered from the press, A. D. 1'723, and is hatdly older than our grand
fathen! 'For the mean repute of the men and of, their worb, see 
Prof. Rorn-', Prool' _I a C.flljliracll, p.p.19 and 20, N. York edition; 
and Lawrie, p. 92. This velume of mock eond;",ti.", it the basis of 
all Hasonic history; and its delusive statements bave been se"i1ely 
copied, and gtatty magnified, uutil the mystic wonder has grown be
yODd the lIize and power of the fabled monKen of antiquity. 

Now the false SPirit of the ~ Cross phi~pby was fairly embodied 
with the emblems of a mecbanlcs'lOCiety, and wu brougbt forth by 
tile Book of Constitutions in the form of Free Masonry. From the time 
of its birth the lying wonder began to run to and fro in the earth where 
ever British commerce could convey it; and charten for holdiDg Ma· 
sonic lodges, were every where sold at a cash price, and an anl;lual sti· 
pend by the Grand Lodre of London. To that G ..... d I..odp the ill

. habitants of most part of continental Europe, of the East indo West 
~i rll~ie., of Africa, and qf Amer.ica, paid III annoal tribute for the nght to 
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cGlller the tJaree depea of .v."gata', Huonry! The dat~. and the 
Graad Muter who illued the wurant. are carefuDy rec9l'lied in Pres· 
ton, Smith, Lawrie. TaonehUl, and others. for bolding lodges in all 
quarters oflb,earth. A. D. 1729. Free Masonry ... tirst iotroduced 
into the Ealt Indiea; 1730 the GraDd Lodge of Ireland 911 formed; 
1731 a pateDt wUlent from En,hnd to erect a lodge at the Hague; 
1133 Free JIuoIU'J' e.Jtabliabed ltllelf in North America, .. , Boslon; 
1736 .. , Cape Coast. in Afric:t., and at Geneva. in Europe; in Scotland 
tbe ume yeu the 6rst Grand Muter wu elected; ani so the triple 
headed monster went round the world, while in its kem. . 

The higher degree. began to be t.dded in Frauce; the first 1IO\ice of 
them i, near A. D.1740. in eonoesiona with the enthusiastic and learned 
c:henlier Bo._a". (See .RoWatM'. Proof. of. Compir~.) They were 
receiYed and modifiei under the hand of Frederick or Prussia. and by 
the acbool of Voltaire wne introduced from France into the United 
S~te •• through tbe channel of Jew,. A. D. 1760. and afterward. (See 
tbe crud circular of the Sublime Sovereign. of Masonry. ..t. M. Jk. 
'llietv. No. 4.) Tbey Gnt ap:ret.r in a distinct Ibape in the United States 
A. D. 1'796. aad 17971 an already. in thirty years. the GNUId High 
Prieatl. and Mo.' Ezu/ka, Kinp. and G~ GrlUl.d C_tkr. of 
t be Order are U plentyu blacltberrie .. and are in their own estimation 
IUperior u ao onter to the legal authorities ofthe country. 

The aalawfulaeiaore. tbe Yiolent abductioo, and the felonious mur
der. orCapt. William "orgall, forpubliahing tbe pretended mJMeriea 
of the order A. D. 1826, brings both tbe life aodtbe history. with the 
nftuence of Freilluonry io tllia country. suddenly to an eod. 
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,APPENDIX. 

. . :ISO. 1.' 
(;·~~u Cotmty, l L~CINDA MORGAN, aged,twenty-three, the 
'n:' , fwife of William Mqrgan, of Batavia, in laid 

1:OUpty. being duly swore, de~h~Dd saith-tbat on Monday 
last, 8bo~, 0" a short time before, suarl&e,. ber said husbaJ!d left his 
bouse, a~d went into tbe street of the village:.that finding he did not 
~OJDe. bome to bisbreakfast as UlUal, she made inquiries for him, 
.od was told that, b~ bad been forcibly taken away hy six men, 
aad puti,nto, a carriage and taken to Canandaigua,. , That during 
the wbole of Monday aile remained in, ignorance of whicb way be 
bad been taken, or who had taken him, excepting by loose inforpa
tion" that an, officei,' from Canandaigua had taken him: Tbat on 
Tu~ay morning soon after breakfast ,she sent for William R. 
Thompson, tbe sheriff, and. requested to know Qf him if he knew 
on w\lat pre*ext her husband had been taken away. Said Thomp
son told her he understood he had been taken under a charge of 
having stolen a shirt and cravat, and that he presumed it was mere
ly a.pretext to get him away, or carry him away; that thereupon. 
this deponen; asked him if he thought Mr. Morgan could be got 
back, or brought hack, if she gave up to the Masons the papers she 
bad in p<liSSe~ion; said Thompson answered that he thought it 
was very likely'that Mr. Mo.-gan would be brought back if she 
would give ,them up; but he would not obligate himself, or under
take t& hY lhat \Ie should be brought back. Thllt thereupon said 
Thompson proposed that this deponent sbould go to Canandaigua, 
and take -the papers, and give them to Morgan, or to them, or 
give the_up; . and deponent, agreed to go and take the papers ac
cordingl,. Thompson then asked this deponent if there was any 
person 'Or friend whom she would like to have go with her. She 
mentioned Mr. Gibbs, (meaning HoraceGibbs,) and asked if it 
woo14 do for him to go; said Thompson said it would not do for 
bimto go, as he was not a Mason, and added, it would not do for 
any person to tarry her there but a Mason. She asked him twice 
if Mr. Gibbs was not a M.ason,· and he hid be .as not, and then 
asked depoDellt if she was acquainted with Mr. Follett; deponent 
said she was DOt. Thompson said he was a nice man, and a gen
tleman with wbom she could safely trust herself. Said Thompson 
departed, and soon returned, and told deponent that Mr. Follet 
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was not willing to go, unless she would let him (Follet,) and 1&r. 
Ketchum Bee the papers; he did not want to go on a Tom fool's er
rand. Tbis deponent then objected to the papers being seen by 
tbem; Thompson then said it was useless; he shO!lld do no rtJ<Ire, 
and he could not send her out there unless they could seethe -papers. 
Deponeat tben, with great-reluctance; Iioally consented to let them I 

see tbe papers, if they would take her to /lee her husband. This 
secood visit lasted about 20 minutes, during which time Thompson 
urged the deponent to let the papers be lleen. o.poneot told him 
.lae was afraid they would take the papers away from ber, if sbe 
let them see tbem. Thompsoo said they WGuld Dot. She o1fered 
to let 1\1r. Thompson see the papers; he said' tbat would not an
swer, tbey would DOt take his word. Thompson then told her be 
would go to Humphrey'. and stay until she had got tbe papen, and 
she must then make a sign to him when sbe .asready.' ACCGI'd
mgly, a short time afterwards she made a sign t(J Mr. Thomp8Oll, 
then standing on Humphrey's stoop, and immediately after, he, 
witb Mr. Follett, ud Mr. Ketchum, came to her aparhneot, when 
Thompson introduced Follett· and Ketchum, and said thE-y had 
come to see the papers, which this depouent then handPd to them. 
They all looked at them :1 short time, and Thompson then asked 
her if she was ready to go, .. yl"g, Mr. FoHett, was ready to take 
her. Follett then said he would go home with tbe papers, and 
lwk them over, and told Ket~hum to stop for him at his gate. 
Accordingly, about four dc;lock in tbe afternoon of TueNRV, depo
Dent .tarted with said Follett and Ketchum in a small w.goo, and 
proceeded '0 Statrord, where they stopped at ,a hwse, 'Where sbe 
was conducted into. a back room, into which Foil. Itnd Ketcham 
came, and were joined by ODe Daniel_Jobns, alld by James Oan
son; all of whom immtldiatety pl'GCeeded to ,(Oxamide the papers 
with' much earoestoess, 'and held much lowcouversation with 
tbemselves in under voiees. GanSon appeared to speak the most. 
One of them theo asked J o~ If those "re dte papers that were in 
the office wben he was there. Jehns atlSweted there WIIS one de
gree back, and then toOt. a piece of paper, and folOmg it up, said 
tht' papers that were Itack were Wded 80. They then field eOhsid. 
erable IIlOrecoDversatlon in voitest_lowto be beard. Fbfttott then 
turned to deponent, and -told ber he did not see that be could go 
with her; that Mr. Ketchum was-going to Rochester, and would 
hi! willing to take her to Canandiligua to see 1\4r. Morgan; said he w. not much ,cquainted with him, (Ketchum,) IJUt took IBm to be 
a gendemao,-and Ketchum then said he eaHed himself a ~ .. 
man, and she need not be afraid to trust ~I( with him. KereJt. 
11m thea took the papers, and tied them vp ill his pocket baDdker. 
-ehief, aad took thea with b.ial IOto tle wagon ia which dIeyr.rodr. 
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lohns thea got iota the wagon, and rode to Le Roy, when be got 
out~ and bid Ketchum good.bye, saying, 1 bope I shall see you day 
after toomorrow. They tben proceeded to Avon, and staid all 
night. ' The nel't day they again started for Canandaigua, when 
Ketchum put tbe papers into this deponent's ,trunk. They arrived 
at Canandaigua about twelve, at noon, and stopped at a tavern at 
the comer' of 'be main street. Afler being there some time, this 
depoDent a.ked Ketchum if be had heard of Mr. Morgan. Ketcbum 
said he had not; that tbe Masons CQuldllot talk to him; be could 
noS see them; they seemed jealous of him; thought him a friend 
of MI'. Morglln, '!lOll was afraid he had come to get him away 
frolU tbat place. Then Hked her wt.ere the papers were; he took 
them, and said be wqsld go and make further inquiriell for Mr. 
MOI'gaD; .. nd it he ,could find him, or where he was', or where they 
had ·taken him, be woold let her know all he could find out. This 
was about diniler time. He returned again a short time before 
night,- and told her. be had heard Mr. Morgan had been there; had 
been tried fer stealing a shirt, and 'cleared, had been then put in 
jail for a debt' of two dollars; and tbat Tuesday night a man bad 
come, fI'Om PeDlisylvania, wl:Jo'said he had, a warrant against him 
for a debt he a\Ve,d there, that h~, the man, had paid the two dol. 
1al"8; and had taken him away in .. private earriaF 00 Tuesday 
nigbt, a~d he had no doubt he was gonG; and asked. tbis deponeat 
wben she would go home again. ThedeponeRt then expresJf'd' 
her aRxi~ to return speedily on accOunt of baving left ber child 
of two year'. old, and baving with her a baby of two months old. 
Kerc:hum then went out; as be said, to take a passage in tbe stage, 
aod returned aft« eandl~ light. This deponent was then walking 
tbe room io great dial .... , aO,d inteara. Sbe asked him if he could 
hear nothing of Mr. Morgan. He then seemed to pity deponent, 
and told her not to be uneasy, and after looking ~t her a shorltime, 
told her to come and sit down by him2 and asked her if .he would 
feel any better if he told ber what he knew. Being all8wered yes,. 
he tben said that Mr. Morgan would not be killed-that he would 
be kept concealed until they could get the rest of the papers. She. 
asked him tlhat papers were back. He said there was some sheets 
on the Mark Master's degree back; and they wanted· also to get 
the printed sheets that Miller had printed on the tbree degrees. He 
then said he wanted to take the· Plipers he had received from this 
deponent te Rochester, and he thought through the means of them 
he ~uld ind out where Mr. Morgan was; it was a secret where 
he was. Said he ,had paid ber passage, and tben gave ber two 
doUars to bear her expenses borne. He theo wrote his naDle with 
a pencil 00 a scrap of paper, bereto, annexed, as follows: 'George 
Ketchum, ij:ochester,' and promised to write to her if be could hear 
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of Mr. MOlJlD: he thea told her if she would, by aoy ate8DS, get 
hold of tbe pepeill that Miller bad, or fiod out .here they were 
depoaited, 10 that Iae could get bold of them, be would -pe her $2~ 
out oC bill own pocket, aDd he had no doubt the lodge would give 
k ODe hundred if abe c:oald get what Miller had now. Deponent 
told him slle would not try to get ~be papers tbat MiUer had, and 
"Would take no money, and would not let biOI have the papers abe 
ad deUwered to himf bat on condition be would try IlIJd tind out 
where.Mr. Morgan wa., and let her see him. He then repeated< 
his promise to try aDd find out, and aid he would write to her as 
800D u he got te Rochester, and urged ber to write to him imme
.tel, on her retarn, and let him know about the .-pen, and 
what the people were doing generally in Batavia, and whether tkey 
were making a great rumpus about Mr. \torgan. Deponent then 
-espreaed her fean, tbat if abe did give him aDy ioCol'Jllatioo .. 
the papen, be would not keep his promise about letting her He him, 
but would keep him c:oucealed until they got all the papers, and 
:finally kin him. K.etc:hum then said, '1 promise before 81, God· 
tUlI will not deceive you, but· wiD do aU I can to fiDd out where 
he is, aad let you see him. I have no doubt when I get back to 
llocbester I can find out more, and I think I can find out where be· 
iI.' He then again urged heno find out where the papers were,. 
~nd let him know. In the course of bis converatiOQ be said, tbat 
:if Mr. Morgan bad managed rightly he could have made a million 
~f dollan, if the work bad been published. Ketchum tben depart
ed for Rochester, leaving this deponent at tbe tavern-sbe, the 
IS&IDe day, started for Batavia. The papers taken away by the said 
Ketchum were numerous, and formed a very large bundle-they 
were written in the band writing of her-hu~nd, excepting a few,. 
-which were written by a pertIOn who someUml'l assisted ber bus-. 
band by copying, or takiDg down, as he dictated to him. Thede... 
pooent further says she has no knowl~dge of the place wbere her 
husband DOW is, or what is his situation, and feels the most anxious. 
fean for hislife-that she was born in Virginia, and is a straoger, 
without any intimate friends or relations in this country, and is leC, 
with two infant children, without any money, except "hat is left 
of that given to her by said Ketchum, and has no property nor any 
means of supporting benelf and her children, her c:oostituriou being 
very feeble, and ber hellltb being blld most oC the time. 

. . L. MOllGAN. 

SfDOm lite ltDenIg-second day of &ptetll6tr. 18f6, beftw8. IRe, 
. DANI ... H. CSAJlDLBa, 1. P .. 
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APyyKDly, 

, N(}.2, 
SCateofNetD, York, Ontariol ,MAJLY HAAL" CAAAndAi~ 

COUJl((, IB, " S guay in said county, being duly 
SWOrD, deposeU? anU ?fai?(~-tbR?? she is fuR? wife ef I?freel R, HaH, 
keeHer of the common jail of said county; that sbe, this deponent", 
thE paid HR?epe?', hel' HusbaAd, y",d fe~ny, :resi,dR? in tby jan of, sait} 
county; tbat she, this de()onent, and ber husband, h~d been absent, 
and ret",ned dgme ,Jn tN?" tweRftb gf Ig?fZant, in Uk" 
afternoon; that in the early part of the evening of the said' twelfth 
dad J,f 8nptemiter, b,?iSban,} weg?! out f?om ,he j?il; SOtKl 

after berhusband left the jail, and about seven o'clock in the eve
nim" or iitdiS past, a atb;rwa,,2s anUd~ing sam; 
eve~ing said his name was Lawson, called ,at rite jail and Inquired 
for 1'%>1r. ball, tite kgoper, an<l ,ha, thi, deugnent, iofolTy,ed lhe s"ih 
Lawson thalMr. Hall wall not at home, anit tbat she Uid know 
whaZ'e 'hi wz,,: tbat tm- said Lawson then said that he wanted to 
seeborgan, afludiR?g, as this daponoR?t sUhposed, to mag in 
on the naa:e, of William ~~rgan5tha~,this deponent then went 
t6 dnor Ok tae %'nnm wa,oh 1&lO sala MO¥'han "ilS nnZamil,j;:. 
that the said Lawson requested to go into the room where Morgan 
wa" but: this tOE,? him he-clytild not, for it Wt't, against tlla 
rules of the prisoa; that the said Lawson said he wished to have a 
fe,g mom"nts T?rivato congZ'rsat2,yft with Morgan, but ,his dnhonoZ't 
told· Lawson he could not say any thing to Morgan hut what this 
dehnnent ,lIoulil that the anid ,nwsng thnn spokn to. 
tb~ough the grate~ of t~~ ~~r, and s.aid,~e wished to ~ave some 
prJ'17nte annveR'§atJO'17 wlU, Rnmy ,he 2'17Rd lZ'Eorgr,a, buy ,hlswomt'tg, 
alluding to this deponent, would not let him; that this deponent 
thna said to bawson, who be hoo? do live in tha vl!I;,ge? fo 
which the said Lawson made no reply, thlP ,aid Utl •• rg,m 
he a neighbor; that the said Lawson told Morhan he had come to
pay the d'17bt whinh tke saik W,*, cmi,mit?'17n; and L"w
son asked Morgan if he would go home with him; to which Morgan 
anajgerek, ye,; thai Utaw,on th'17n ",hen Utlr; meanind 
the said keeper, came io, he (Lawson) would satisfy the executjon~ 
aail tah'17 him, the £iaid illorg'17kl; OlRt, anh cai'R'h hin, home; 
the said l\lorgan answered it was no matter about it that night; he 
eoelit wniB: till f£iori:aing; thnt Lawson 2*,id h" would rather 
him, the said Morgan, out, and carry him home with him that night, 
fOR' he baalt n~nina R?ll for him, nnd w," so ;i,ed kn 
could hardly stand on his feet; tbat the'said Lawson th~~' went 
awey, anil said he would 100h ±kr H,!!, t1e said heene;; that 
in about half an bour the said bawson returne!!, and said he had 
benn to t!te hotnl, cnnfereDC6 rnom, nnd' ennry other place in which 
be thoughi be ?houlk be Iihely finh Mr. HaJl1 kut Yta c""dd nj" 
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fiDel himi that the said LaWSOA tliin requested that tbis deponeut 
abOilld receive.the amouot of the exec.lion OD whick Morgao ". 
committed, .od disebarge him; bat thi. deponent ...... to do chis, 
aDd told L."sOD she did ROt know 1M amour; Ibat La9aeo told 
her it wu a Jlllall sum, and he (LaWlOll) would leave he dol....., 
'Which he Jaaew wu IIIGre than adeifllt; that dda depoaent then 
told La1VSCNl thRt she, tbis depoaeat, bad uDdeniood tbat Morgan 
was a rogne, and tbat .he did not like to liberate a rogue; that she, 
this deponeDt, uodersfDod pili pain. 1Iad'beea takea te 8I!C1In M.or
gao, and tbat tbe public or indlYidual. w:ere iAterested in bavillg 
JWa kept secure; that wbat she (thilt depooent) should do would be 
CDDSidered the same as ifit bad been done byber hlSbud, tile said 
.keeper; and if she (this deponent) sbOlild discba~ Morpn, IfJe 
was afraid her busband would be blamed; that LawlOll Said no, 
Mr. Hall would not be blnmed, and represented- to this depoDeat 
that Mr. Hall understood it perA!otty, and if he WBI at home 
'Would discharge Morgan; and further, he, LaWllOO, said he woold 
ple~ge himself that Mr. Hall.hould not be injured or hlamed; dlat 
he, Lawlon, would pledge himself to tbe aniount of fity or an 
hundred dollars that Mr. Hall should not be injured if this depo
nent would discharge Morgan; but tbis deponent retItsed, aod told 
.Lawson she valut'd pubUc opinion more than money; that LaWICIB 
then asked this deponent if she would diaebarge Morgan if Col. 
Sawyer (meaning, as this' depooentsuppeses, one Edward Sawyer, 
of Canandaigua aforesaid) would say she,could safely do it, aDd 
that it would be rigbt, or if he would pledge himselfthat Mr .U 
~bou1d not be iojored, or would run DC. risk in dilebarging MorpD,; 
that she, this deponent, answered that she did oot know Col. Saw
'yer any better tban see did him, (LaW'son,) and that Col. Sawyer 
wu not plaintiff in the execution upon which Morgan was commit
ind, and that be, Col. Sawyer, had notbing to do with it; that, 
however, Lawson then went away, and said he w08~ ", and see 
Col. Sawyer; that Lawson then \~t away, and was gone but a 
few minutes when be (Lawson) returned, and Col. Sawyer with him;: 
tbat Col. Sawyer requested that this deponent would' discharge . 
Morgan, and said there could be no kind ofrisk in doiIIgso;'that 
::Mr. Han should not be injured; that Lawson would pay the debt, 
and there could be no barm in discbarging the prisoner wilen that 
was done; that this deponent said she did not wlab to keep a ma.n in 
jail who ought to be let out, but she did not wish'to liberate a rogue, 
as:sbe understood Morgan wai one; tbat m~arly me'same conver
sation again took place as had before passed between this deponeDt 
and Lawson; tbat Col. Sawyer and LaWSOft .:::red '0 be ofFend
ed; that tbis deponeDt would not discharge an; tbat La\1VCOD 
said tbe debt for whicb Morgan "u cOlRlllitted wasllStiped to 
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Cbeublo; (meaning, III this deponent: aapposed, and afterwards 
learned, Nicholas G. Ctaesebro) abatLawson said to Sawyer, 'let us 
gO' ad find Cheaebro;' tkat they both went to the door, and this 
depeoeot also, and 88'" two men a few rods from tbe jail coming 
towards it; tbat this deponent observed that, perhaps, one of them 
might be Mr. Hall, upon wbich.Lawson went towards them,' and 
directly one of the sMd men ·came to the door of tbe jail where tbis 
deponent and CoL Sawyer were standing; that this deponent asked 
jf it was Mr. Cbesebro, to which the man answered yes; and this 
deponent immediately nIt:ognised bim to be tbe .-id· Nicholas G. 
Chesebro; that this deponent Said to Chesebro, there is a man in 
jail that tbese men(meaning Lawson aDd Col. Sawyer) want me to 
liberate, and they say you are interested, or thal you have bought 
the debt;' that Chesebro said let him go; these men will pny the ex
ecution; 'I don't want to see bim; I have DO demands upon him; that 
this deponent in the early part of the e'feniag, and before Mr. Hall 
left die jail, had Observed IIr. Hall 'and Chesebro ill low conversa
tion, and supposed that probably it was understood between tbem: 
she, this deponent', then consented to receive the amount of tbe ex
ecution, and discharge Morgan; tbat during the evening a man bad 
been to tbe jail witla Lawsoo; that Lawson called Foster, but un
kD9wn to this deponent; that Lawson, after this. deponent consented 
to receive the amOlHit of the execution, and discharge Morgan, 
paid to this deponent the said amount of execution, or laid it on the 
table; that then tbis deponeettook tbe keys and was going to liber
ate Morgan; tbat Lawso,o spoke to this deponent ~d said, 'wait, 

, and 1 will go with you;' tbat LaWlOR the,n stepped to the door 8Ild 
whistled, and then IOHowed this deponent; that when they came to 
the ou.rer door .f the prison, Lawson said to this deponent, 'yon 
need not fasten this door ~ _this deponent said she sbould, 
for there were other prisoners in the room; that this deponent and 
Lawson went into tbe hall adjoining the roem where Morgan was, 
and Law40n spoke in a low voic;e to Morgan through the grates, 
'get yourself nlady to go with me-dress yourself quick:' tbat Mor
gan was sqon ready, and this deponent let bim ont, and Lawson 
took Morgan by the arm and weilt out of the prison to the outer 
door; that while tfha deponent was fastening tbe. prison door she 
heard, at or near tbe outer door of the jail a most distressing cry of 
murder; that this deponent ran to the door, and saw Lawson and 
the man that he called Foster, one on eacb side of Morgan, baviog 
hold! of MargaD's.arms; tbat Morgan continued to scream or cry in 
the meat distressing mannt'r, at the lame time struggling with all 
his strength, apparently, to get loose from Lawson and Foster; 
that the cry or Murpn continued tUlllis voice appeared to be sup
pressed by sometbing pat Oftr his ... th; that duriug'tbe time that 
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Morgan was IttUggliO(, and crying murder, the said Col. Sawyer, 
and the said Chesebro, were standing at a short distance from the. 
jail door, near tbe weIl, &lei in full view and bearing of all that 
pllSIed, bot oB"ered no assistance to Morgan, nor did they attempt 
to release him trom Lawlon and Foster; but one oftbem struck 
with a stick a violent blow upon the well curb, or a tub, standing 
near; tbat soon after this deponent saw a carriage pass the jai\ in 
the direction that LnlOn and Foster took Morgan; that the eve
ning was quite light in consequencE' of its being about the fuU of 
the moon; that she, tbis deponent, ceuld distinguish from the jai\ 
door tbe horses in the carriage wbich passed to be gray; that this 
deponent supposed the striking upon the well curb, or tub, by 
ChesE'bro or Col. Sawyer, was a signal for the carriage to come, U 

it CIllDe immediately after: that wben the carriage passed, Lawson 
and Foster could not have got bllt a few rods witb Morgan; tbat im· 
mediately after the striking upon the well curb, or tub, Col. Sawyer, 
and, as this deponent thinks, Cbesebro also, passed tbe jail door in 
the direction that Lawson and Foster took Mor~an, but notappar· 
endy to render Morgan any assistance towards being released from 
Lawson and Foster; but Col. Sa\vyer,however, picked up Morgan's 
hat, whicb had fallen oft' in the struggle; that when ~organ was 
taken from tbe jail it was about nine o'clock in the evening, or a 
little past: that this deponent has since been informed that Lawson 
lives about two or three miles from the jail; that this deponent has 
never seen Morgan since he was taken from the jail as aforesaid, 
and knows nothing about where he was taken to, or where be nol' 
is, and further saith nut. MARY W. HALL, 

Sublcribed and lUIorII to, tm. trDeftty-tmrd oo,,! of Sept_r, 
1826, before "", JEJI'FRi!Y CHIPMAN,J. P. 

State of Nell' York, 1 NO. S. 
Ontario Caunty, 88. 5 DANIEL TA.LLMADGB, being duly sworn, 

deposeth and saith-tbat be now is, and on the eleventh day of Sep
tember instant, was, a prisoner io the jail of said county, at Canan
daigua; that on the evening of the said eleventh day of ~ptembei', 
a man, whose name this deponent learned was William Morgan, 
was committed to said jail, and put into the room with this depo. 
nent; that during the following day Morgan asked this deponent 
whether Mr. Hall, the jailer, was a Mason, and said if be was, he 
(Morgan) would farE' hard, as he was suspected of an intention to 
reveal the secrets of Masonry; tbat early in the evening of the same 
day, being the twelftb, Mrs. Hall, tbe wife of the said jailer, togeth. 
er with a man whose name this deponent understood to be Lawson, 
came to the door of tbe prisoa room, in whicb this. deponent a,nd 
l\[organ were; tbat Lawson said he came to pay the debt on wblch 
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Morgan was committed, and let him out; to which Morgan con
sealed; tbat after Lawson went away, as this deponent understood, 
to find Mr. HaU, the jailer. Morgan said to this deponent, if that 
maD,. (Lawson \ was a traitor 10 him, (Morgan) he would not give 
much for his 1ife; that Morgan bad some doubts labout trusting 
himself with Lawson, but upon tbe whole concluded be would; that 
some time after~ during the same evening, Lawson came again to 
the room where this deponent and Morgan were, and Mrs. Hall, 
the wife of thejailer, let Morgan out, and Lawson went out with 
Morgan; tbat in a momentafter, this deponent heard a cry of mur
der, which appeared to be near or at tbe outer door ofthe jail; tbat 
tbe said cry of murder, was repeated two ot tbree times till it ap
peared to be suppressed, and furtber this deponent saith not. 

, • . DANIBL TALLMADGE. 

S"lncribed' and IIDDm to, tAil twenty-tAird day of September, 
182.6, '"-fore me, JBPI'BBY CHIPMAN, J. P. 

StlJte of New York, ~ NO.4. . 
Ontario COMty, u. 5 )lUTHA DAVIS, wife of Nat ban Davis, of 

Canandaigua, in said ceunty, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith 
-tliat she resides nearly opposite tbe jail, in Canandaigua; that 00 

the evening of the twelfth day of Septl'lDber, instant, sbe, this de
ponent, saw a number of min walking, standing, and silting in the 
street, and by the fence by the side of the street, about and near the 
jail; that this deponent could recognise but three of the men, to wit: 
Col. Edward Sa,wyer, Nicholas G. Chesebro, and Chauncey Coe, 
all of Canandaigua aforesaid; that at onp time tbis deponent was 
out at tbe door, and spoke to lIaid Chesebro, but be made no an
swer; tbat tbere were in aU abeut eight or ten mpn; that they seemed 
to be consulting together in an under tone, as this deponent thought, 
and she expressed her fears to her husband that something was go
ing on about the jail which was not right; that about nine o'clock in 
the evening this deponent beard the fastenings of the prisen doors, 
as she freqbently does "hen the doors are opf'ned; that at the same 
time this deponent discovered two men near the jail door, and also, 
tw~ men on the opposite side of the street from the jail, and but a 
little distance from the heuse of this deponent; that immediately 
after, this deponent beard a cry of murder near tbe jail door, and 
discovered men apparently in a scume; that at the same time she 
beard a violent rap apparently upon tbe well curb, near the jail door, 
and one of the men who were seated near the house of this deponent 
jmmediately ran put the bouse of this deponent, and in a direction 
frolD the place from which the cry of murder proceeded; that the cry 
o! ~qrder seemed to be suppressed u by a. band. or something 
swdar, upon the moutb, whicb appeared at tl"," to be partly I'P_ 
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moved in the saruggIe, and dleo tbis deponeDt could _ In inar
ticulate sound, iDdieadng great distress; that immediately after f the 
rap upon the well curb, thil deponent discovered a cartiage, w!Pch 
she supposed to be tbe carriage of Mr. -Hubbard, who U. h~ 
and carriages to let, with two grey horses, coming down tbe slleet 
very rapidly, but could ·not discover any ooe in the carriage; tbat 
tbe carriagr passed the hOllse of this deponent towardstbe place 
where this deponeot bad hearcl the laat criea of diltresst u afqresaid; 
tbat 1M carriage wu go~e a few minutes, and then returned "ith 
IDea in it, • aad passed ba4 agaia by the bouse of this depoaent; aIIIl 
further thiS depo.m saitb not. MUTIU. DAVII . 

. Sulucribed and _om to, tAi. tlHJJt,-tiird ., of Septe.ber, 
1826, before me, JuJ'JI,I:Y.CIIJI'JWI', J. P. 

Slate of Nell) York, ~ NO.5. • 
Ontario eo."'g, ... S LUULA I. Ouoo, daughter of Seth Os· 

born, oC Canandaigua, in sai4 eouuty, aged about twenly-four yean, 
being duly sworD, deposeth aDd ..uh-that 00 the evenivg of tile 
t\velfth of September, ihltaOt, abou, niDe o'clOCk in the eveniDc,s\1f, 
this deponeRt, wu in tbe cbamber of ber fatber's bouse, which is 
but a few feel from the jail ia Canandaigua; that tbis depoaen' 
heard some bustle about the4lbouae, apparently near the jail ~oor; 
that tbis deponent then beard a cry of mutder, apparently aboul in 
front of her Cather's house, io the .. reet, and bill a fe. feet ioaIlhe 
house; that the dialillct cry of murder, which this deJlOllll" first 
heard, was soon suppre.setl into an inarticulate SGIIDd of cJjsIrtSf, 
and soon ceased; th~t jUlt before tbe time tbat this dt'ponetd heard 
the said cry of murder , she heard SQRle one whisdt', and dIto, or 81108 
~fter, a loud rap upon the well curb, as this depoaent supposes," 
It ~ppeared to be at t~ well, "few rods Cfoa tbe jail doer; t~t 
thiS deponlllit then heard a earriage- pass ia tbe ~ tllar this 
deponent soon after came dow.o from the chamber, aoa a carriage 
passed the other 'flay, baving two grey borses belbre the csrriagt; 
and f!lrthl'r this deponeDt saRh· nOlo LuslJu. I. (h.0JUf. 

Srlhacribed aM .wona 10, tTaU 'UJlJlt~lird tlo.g of &p-"", 
1826, before me, - J&IIll'JlIIY CBIPJIAN, J. P. 

Stale of NettJ York, l NO.6. . - . 
Ontari~ COIl.'" u 5 SIlTR OSBOBN, of C ...... daipaJ in s~it:t 

COUDty, belDg duly swern, deposeda and saitb-tbat o. die eveDlIIg' 
o! the twelftll of September, iD .... ', about DiDe o'cJect, or bet~ 

. nllle afld teo O'clock, he, tbis depoQen.t, went lq die d~ of hiS , 
Ilouse, which is Dear tbe jail in Caaandaigoa; that" -.. w SQIII. m~ , 
a few rods from bios door; rbat Goe ofta. men ~ to be pardJ down and struggling, and makiag ,a faiDt no,-1id\tlralli that this 
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deporreot weiIt tcnnrds tlu; IDen, one of nO. was a little behind 
, the,.., and this deponent asked him what was the matter? to 
which the man, whom this deponent Bnderstood and believes to 
have been Col. Sawyer, of Canandaigua, aforesaid, answered, 
'nothing, only a man has been let out of jail, and been taken on a 
warrant, and is going to \Ie. tried, or to have his trial,' upon which 
this deponent wellt back into his house, and further saith not. 

SETH OsBORN. 
Su68cri6ed _lfDom to, tTais trot71ty-tmrd dmt of SepteflliJel', 

1826, before me, JUPREY C"HIPlIIAN, J. P. 

Genesee County, } NO.7. 
. . 81. TIMOTHY FITCH, of Batavia, in said coun-

ty, 'being duly sworn, deposeth and saith-that on the twenty-third 
day of Seplemhf'r instant. h.·, th,s deponent, wa lit Cammdaigua, 
and saw Hiram Hubbard, and this deponent asked Hubbard if he 
knew any thing about William Morgan .being taken away from 
Canandaigua, and Hubbard saiq he did not, but on the eveniog 
that it was said Morgan was taken away, he, Hubbard, was applied 
to, to carry some men to Rochester, and he agreed 10 go with bis 
c!arrtage, as be did frequently; but he did not know who applied to 
him on this orcasion; that he expected they would ge~ into his car
rif\ge at Mr. Kingsley's tavern, in Canandaigua; but in the evening, 
about nine o'clock, a manwbom he did f10t know, came to him, 
and Said tbe party had gone down the road towards Palmyra, and 
wished him to come along, and tbey would get into the carriage 
when he overtook them; tbat he, Hubbard, tben drove down the 
road as he was requt'sted, passed the jail a few rods, until he saw 
some men in the road, who told him to stop, and five or six men 
got into the carriage, but be did not know one of them; that they 
th~n told him to turn about and go to Rocht'Ster, which he did lthat 
he stopped twice on the road, and passed tbrough Rochester about 
day ligbt, and continued on to Hanford's Landing, aoout $hree 
miles belQW Rochester, where the men said tbey wanted to take a 
vessel; that he then len them, and returned home to Canandaigua; 
that he did f10t know one of the men_ whom ,he carril'd, though he 
saw them on the road wben .they stopped, and also when tbey got 
out of tbe carriage at Hanford's Landing; that be had never been 
paid aay tbing (or lojng witb said party to Hanford'. Landing; 
and did not know who to look to for pay; that one of, the men 
said to bim he would see him another day and pay "00, but he 
did not know who it was, nor had he ever 8t'et1 him since, or any 
one of the party; that he, Hubbard, kept a livery st,ble, and 
horses,end carriages,and frequently cerried peeple todilferent pla
ces. And this deponent further'saith, that he asked Hubbard te 
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make affidavit of .... , he bad said, bat Hubbard Aid he had rather 
Dot, aDd tinally declined. And this deponent further saitb, that, the 
place described by Hubbard where be took the party into his car· 
riege, wal bat a few rodl from the jail, and near the place where 
Mrs. Hall and Mn. Osborn deposed they saw Morgan last, on the 
evening be w. taken from the jail, and fyrtber saitb not. 

TIMOTHY FlttR. 
Sublcri6etl ad III/Om to, t/aU twraty-nintA day of Septelaber, 

1826, lie/ore me, C . CARPENTIUt, J. 'P. 

NO.8. 
ONTARIO OYEa AND TERMINER. 

NICHOLAS G. caSI&BIlO'} NICHOLAS G. CUSBB.O, being.du. 
Edward Sawyer, Laton Iy swern, deposetb and saitb-tbat 
Lawson, Jobn Sbeldon, since tbe finding of the indictment in 

tuk. tbe above entitled cause, and in the 
The People. course of last week, tbis deponent bas 

been ierved \l itb a capilli ad rupondendum, issued out of die Su· 
preme Court, of the state of New York, at the suit of Willia JIor. 
Cfm, for assault and battery, and false imprisonment, to the !!amage 
to tbe laid William Morgan, of ten tbousand dollars; and tbis~t
ponent hal been held to bail in virtue of said writ, and an allow· 
ance of bail thereon endorsed, for fifteen bundred dollars; tbat Ibis 
depollent doth verily believe that the said cnpia8 was issued against 
this deponent, as tbe commencement of a suit by the said William 
Morgan against this deponent, for hi, private dam.ages suatained, 
by reason of the facts disclosed in· the indictment, in the abore en
titletl cause; and tbis deponent further saith, tbat he saw tbe said 
William Morgan in the office of J . Chipman, Esq. a justite ofthe 
peace, in the village of Canandaigua, on the evening of tbe 11th 
Sept. last, during his examination before the said j!lStice, and that 
be has not seen bim since that time:-this deponent knew that it 
was intended to release the said Morgan from jail, and was inform· 
ed, and verily believed, that tbe said Morgan had cOllsented to go 
away; and that tbe only object of this deponent, in assisting tog« 
said Morgan out of jail, was to keep him from falling into .'fie 
bands, or under the in6uenct of one. David C. Miller, of BataVl~; 
tbat iK>, tbis deponent, had been informt:d, and believed, tbat said 
William M.ergan was compiling a book on the subjec't of Masonry, 
at the instigation, or with tbe concurrence, of said Miller, .who. was 
to print the same, with a view. to pecuniary profit, in which bllok 
the saill Morgan pretended to disclose secrets ' wbich he averred 
that he had most solemnly el)gaged never tt!) reveal; that deeming 
such publication calculated to degrade the institution of Mesonry, 
_nd to bring disgrace OR tbe members thereof, tbis deponent was i 
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dairous to removt! t\at: said Morgan to lO .. e place beyond _ 
reach fit the said Miller, where his friends aDd acquaintance might 
eDdelvor to convince him of the improprietl'. of his conduct, and 
preYeDt the c:oasequence before meptioned. That this depoDent was 
_ coneemed, directly or indi~ly, milling any force in the ... 
mo .. l of tbe IBid Morgan from the said jail; and that he has had 
DO concern ~hate'ver, in any trantaaion, c:eneemiDg the said Mor
ga since tha* 11me. nat all he knows of said relllOYal is, that he 
.... been inf~ that the said Morgao was carried into the C4MID
ty of Mooroe; and that this depont'Dt d-. DOt DO. where said 
Morgan n •• ,i,. And thil deponeRt further saith, that he is some
wbat in debt, "'but little property, II famUy to provide art aad 
feels, in COIDIDOO with his fellow citizens, the pmaure of the timeI: 
And further Aith not. 

, N. G. CBU&Do. 
8tIIOrJI lAM. Jft/t .g of )-'""11, 1827, 6tfqre file. 

, . RAldB LIIIBB, CIerlr. of Ontario County, 

Onttlrio CouaIg, 2 NO.9. 
a. 5 EDW.uo SAWYER, or Canandaigua, one of the 

above Daaiedd,fendants, being duly sworn, depOleland says, that he 
newr to his kno,vledgesawWilliam Morgan, mentioned in the indict
ment in this ClUJBe, until the evening of the ele.enth day of September 
last past, when he laW him at the office of Jeffrey Chipman, Esq. 
in the village of Canandaigua, under ezamioatieDJ on a complaint 
againsthim,aa this deponent was informed, for larceny. ADd tUde! 
ponent further says, that he bad no knowledge or intimation, io any 
manner wbamer, tbat aoy person or persons .. ere to go for tbe said 
Morgan, or tbat they had gone for tbe laid Morgan, to bring him 
to Canandaigua; until be was inf.rmed that be was at the office of 
the said Cbip_an on tbe said examinatioD. And tbis deponent 
further says, that ~ took no part; eitber directly or indirectly, in 
the said examina'ion, or in any subsequent pr0cee4ingB by whicb 
the said Morgan was committed, as this depoa,mt has been inform
ed, to tbe jaif flf Ontario county. And tbis deponent further says, 
that he had DO knowledge or intimation of any design or intentloD 
to liberate or remove tbe said Morgan from the said jail in any 
manner wbatever, until the evetling of the twelfth day of Septem
ber last, when Loton Lawson Met this deponen~ in tht' str4let D_ 
the dwelling of this deponent, and inform.ed tbis deponent that 
Morgan.. agreed to go away with hilDf and that Ire was' about 
to be ~d from th~ jail, and weuld vollUllarily leave t~ 
place with. ,said LaMon. And nne ,hoe .... cbat, in .. 
ceu. of the __ ewoin'j the said tawson Cllled OD this deP9-
DeDt aad iofarmecI him ~at be had ,beep to the Jail, and d1at .. 
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Hall, the jailer, !IS Bot at home; and that M~: Halt was not at'· 
qaainted with hUD, Lawson, and was not wdJmg to In Morgan 
go 00 his application; that be bad asked bt'r if sh~ would dis
cbarge bim prorided this deponent would comt' to the jail and say 
it was proprry and tbat she said on that condition shp. would let 
him go. And the said La wson requested this deponent to go to the 
jail (I)rdrat purpose. And this dt'ponent beJit'ving the statemeoto( 
the said Lawson to ~ true, did accom.,any him to the jail for the 
purpcMe above expressed, and for no other, and at the jail stated 
to Mrs. HaM tbat in his opinion there would be no harm in dis
darging Morgan, provided the debt for wbich he wa~ committed 
wal paid. o\nd this dt'ponent furtber says, tbathe vf'rily beJiefed 
that the said Morgan wal voluntarily going away wIth LawsoD. 
And tbis deponent had no knowledge or intiination or any design or 
iDtentien on the part of anyone to use any force or violence in 
carrying away Morgen; nor sbould this deponent bave gone to the 
jail aforesaid excep\ on the solicitation above mentioned. And this 
deponent further says, that when Morgan caml:' to the outer door 
of t:l(' jail, and hlld descended the stf'PS, t. the weat surprise of 
thll deponent, he, Morgan, as appearf'd from his exclamations, 
made resistance, and was taken down the street east from the jail; 
but what kind of resistance he made, ~r' what force was used to 
compel him to go, this deponent does not know, fi,r he was Dot 
near enough to Morgan at any lime after he cama out of the jail to 
8ft or know what was done to him. But this dt'pont'nt frrely and 
without any resf!"e ar.knowledges that he W88 near enough to Mr 
the noise, and might have interfered to endeavor to prevent any 
abase of Morgan; and tl:at he did follow at a distantt' o(somerods 
behind Morgan and the persons with bim. until the carriage came 
up, and be, Morgan, and the persons ",ith him, got into tbe car
riage. And this deponent then Verily believed, and still does believe, 
that Morgan get into tbe carri~ without any furce ",hatem • . • 'nd 
this deponent was at no time nearer than within several rods of 
Morgan on tbat evening before be got into the carriage. And this 
deponent further saYI, that this omission to interl'ere and asrist 
Morgan, was the first and ooly act or omission of this depenen~ in 
which he is conscious of having been guilty of any criminal or Im
proper conduct, or participation in the matters corrtaioed in the 
jndictlQent in tbil case. Aod tbis deponent says, that he was taken 
wholly by surprise, and bad no time for reflection; that he did not 
expect, and bad no reason to expect, any such ocaIlTeDce; aDd he 
c1id sincerely an4 deeply regret that he had beenpilty of any lIuch 
illlprOper coodlfCt .. lOOn .. he saw what had been done; and he 
1611 does widt deep ODd u~ regret acknowledge and lament 
lhe put which be 10 ... ill IBid transaction. And this deponent 



~ 
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fanhei'laYS, that aube tirae afOreeaid- )aeundentood and' believed. 
thaC Morgan was: voluntarily going 'away "ith Lawsen to some 
pJa.,. in dais OI'.the 'adjoining county, but to what place he did nat 
knoW', for die. purpoae of being out of the reach and induen.r..e of 
David C. Miller, who, as this deponeut was informed, was engag
ed witb said Morgan in publishiog a book, which, as tbis deponent 
considered, would be calculated.to briog the institutions of Masoory 

. jato disrepUle,by prOfeaiag to reveal secrets whicb be was boood 
by soleamobliptioos not to disclose. ~d this deponeDt was desi
l"aus to preteot the publie.tion ofsucb book, provided Morgan could 
be· peraulUied to keep, out af the wey of said . Miller, aod Dot to per
mit -hiasdf to be influenced by him Of'; ,hil. frieods;and it was with 
dus vi~taad.no,other, tbUtbil depoaent was desirous to have Mor
gan depart witb..La.!non. And this deponent further saJlS,.that be bas 
never seen MorgaD. siDce.he.got.into.tbe carriage as aforesaid; lIor 
dees he koow· where· he is at ,prtseDl; IlDl" has he koown any thing 
of him sioCe the time be 10 got ioto the carriage.. And tbis de
poneDt further says, tbat in going down tbe street, after Mor
gaD aod thOle wilb him bad passed from the'jail, be,meta man 
who was, as be supposed, a Mr. Osborn, wbo asked tbis depollent 
what was tbe matter; to whicbtbis depotteatreplied, that a man 
had b~n ,releastld ,from jail, and he believed they bad anQther. pre'. 
cept {or him, or words to tb.t efleet. ADd this. deponent also picked 

. up a bllt wbicb be fOl¥ld 'in tbe street there.: And tbis deponent 
furtber says, that the foregoing is a true and impartial account of 
all the participation of tbis deponent· in the matters contained iD. 
the said iDdictment, ,and of the ,motives which influenced him iD 
tbe lIame, according ,to tbe best of his knowledge and belief.. 

And this deponent further ~yl, that an II,ction of assault • .rul 
b~~ery and false imprisonment has been commenced in the Su
preJDe.pourt of.tbe .. te of New York, in the nalDe of William 
Morgan, plaintiff, against tbis deponent. And tllis deponent hat 
been arres~d on aeapias issued ~n tbe same, in 'whicb the dama
ges are laid at ten tb.9usand dollars, and 00. which this deponelJ,t is 
held to bajl in tbe sum of fifteen hundred dollars, b'y order of judge-
Birdsall.. ' . 

And tbis deponent f!1rtber says, tbat he ,hal a fam,ily of four cbil
dren" and is i~,moderate circum,81ances ~ to property; and tbe situ
ation of his pecuni~ry aft'airs is sucb as to reqpire bis constaDt and 
Qnremitted att~ntiou to busin!!ss to meet the 6ngagt;Dlents al\d re-
sponsibilities into .wbich he has ~ntered. , . . 

, And this deponent furth!!f says, that he n~vet' knew, nor has he 
any reason to believe"tbattbe said John Sbeldon, tbe above nam.. 
IJd. de~endali'" .ttad any part or concern whatever, either di"ectly 
oll1ldlfectiy, ill any of t~e transactions above referred to. And this 
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NO. 11. 
'fbi ~ II die addre:u of judge TlQ-oop, UtJOIlIdI ... 

...... &he~:, , 
You ha.e ...... COII~ 0( a daring, tricked, aD4 ~ 

cd.. ..cIa .• OM as we dicI IIope would 'DUC, in our da" bite 
poIIlItIId this lead. Y 011 haw robbed1be scale of ' a citizen; • tid
zea 0( hilUberty;.a wlle·of bel: "usband; .nd a l..mly tI helpless 
CIIaiIdNa of the ....... tI ad proidtiog care of a·patent. Aod "'fthiIr the \lDron.ate .ictiaa of YOIU' rage baa belen immolated, 
er is in the IImd 0( tbe n.1ng, we are ignorant, and tVeIJ 1011 do oet 
pretend .. Imcnr. It is admitted in tbiI cue, and =::med, 
that Morpa".., by a h)'pOCritieal preretlce of !lip ad 
cbarity-aod ..... , too, in the impoIing lhape of pecuniM'Yreliefto 
adiltreaed 1IIId powIly·1and priiGner';"'~ toeob'l'l$t \ilirlitlf 
ttl' ODe of your alJDlbeF, wh se_ 118, U 1000 U a CGIIfederaJe 
arrived to bis aW, allllOllt at bis priIob door, . and in the night tiIIe 
huried him iIdo a W"riage, aod forcibly traDsported _ out of 
tbe state. Bat, great II are • iadMdual ~ wbida yoo have 
ioflicted on tbese belpl~ aod ~bed buman beiDgl, ~.,iJ'eD?t 
tIte taeavielt part of .your cri.... Y 0Ii bave dlsturbed • pab!ic 
~ce; . you ·bave ~ared to faise your parracidal arms against lbe 
1&... and COIlltltutiOD· of your government·; you have assumed a 
power .. hicb is ineompatible witb a due subordibalioa to the l.ft 
and ~lic autherity of yeur ~tate •.. He was a cilistn, u~der ~ 
P~OD ' of ... I .... ; yea Were Citizens, and 0_ obedlellce to 
.... Wb.. budibeed and wickedness tbeo ptompted you 10 
.. yOur hearts. epib8t c~. claims of humanity, an~ to do!'l set .. 
de6ao~ t ... I ... to w.blcb yoo owed submissipn, aijd ,hicb ca'.l-



AU.1I0lL -nii 
....... a c:mzeo,.liMrty to be ratrainecl with impuo1ty, witbout 
violating its duties of protection ~red to eYery individual under 
the social cOlDpact? Will you plead i~orance? Some of you, at 
leut, have had the advantage of education, aud moral instruction, 
and hold respectable and respO{lSible stations in society; and all of 
you bave learned what eyery school boy in tbis.happy land, this 
free and iDtl!Uigent commanity,kDO.,,:s:.tbat the unrestrained enjoy
ment of life, Uberty, and property, 18 guaranteed to every indivi
dual I"ing obe(liendy under our laws. - Our cODstitution _bows it; 
and the declaration of oUf independence declares, that the unmo
lested enjoyment of lilNlrty, aDd-the ~ursuit of happiness, are·tbe 
unalienable rigbts of man. So sacred do we bold persooalliberty, 
that eVeD· the impressment of & seaman -from one of our ships, bas 
been considered a sufficient eause for national war: man bere is 
not like men in other coantries, a sobmiasivo vassal; but eyery citi
zen is a IOvereigo; and I am happy to, say that here be possesses 
that inteUigem:e and high HOse of feeling whicb befits his elevated 
station. . Our IIlWs will rlSent such, attacks as you bave made uPOIt 
their IOvereigoty. ' Your condu!:t bas created, iii the people of thiS' 
section of the cOuntry, a strong feeling of virtaous indignation. 
rfbe court rejoices to witness'it-to be made sure that a citizen'. 
person cannot be invaded by lawless violenee, without its being felt 
by every individual in the commUnity. It is a bleilsed -spirit, and 
we do hope that it will not subside; that it wm be accompanied by 
a ceaseless vigilance and'untiring'activity, ulltil every actor in tbis 
profligate conspiracy is bunted from bis hiding place and brought 
before the tribunals of the country to receive the punishment me
rited by his crime •. We tbink that we'see in tbis public sensatioll 
the spirit whicb brought UI into existence as a nation, and a 'pledge 
that our rights aod Iibenies are destined to endure. But this is not 
all; yoor offence was not ·the> result of pl!S8ion soddenly excited, 
nor the deed of one individual. Ie war preconcerted, delibented 
upon, and carried into effect, by tbe dictates of the secret councils 
ana conclave of many actors. -It takes its deepest hiles of guilt 
from a conspincY-:-B crime mOlt dreaded, from the depravity of 
beart it evinces, the power for unlawful purpose's which it combines, 
and from its abUity to defy tbe power of the law, and ultimate daD
ger to tbe public peace. - He-nee it iI, that the crime is consider. 
fuU,.when the wick.ed purpose is pr~ved to bave been formed; and. 
the lNIIsequent carrying into e&ct the object of the conlpira«\y, 
does DO~ in the eye of the law, elevate the degree of the crime. 
. The legislature have.qet 188nfit, perhaps, from the supposed 
Impre~ that the eriale wPllld be attempted, to make yeurof
fence a lelooy. Its grade and pu_ment has been left to the 
Proy .... of the common law, Rich treats it u a mildemeaaor, 
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.. dp ..... iCtrith .. ucl im~ •• ---.i-' 
The COIld are of ~ &bat your liberty. ought'" lIt.de '0 an-
.... ~ the Iibert,le0f Moraaa: .... puaoo .as reetraiMdb, (GAle; I 
aod &be COIIrt, ill =:e.~~_iIa ~w~~",~i ougbuot w b¢ . more leader of IOU , _ you, III __ p __ o[ \a,,1eas 
foree, ftIe of Jaia. ' . 
W"~ ,..m to. you, La... It ..... «1, iJl prG;Qf, IbW. lOU 

.... lUI ,dive agea. in this a1I'air; you weot fQnrU'd aocl toolllbia 
IUD &oil .... jail, aDd deli ... bila over to ~ who I¥Iod Qt. 
iOl __ a carriage to receift bim. Whetber yOil ICl:9mpaitd 
.., earrillgo or Dot, iI Dol in prooi.Bu& in yeur elC4III&OI'Y all, 
dlrtil you .,,1IO&hiOr abou& it, leavillg it to. fair inference tbat yOll 
!lid accumpuy him in ahat c:uriap. . There ill notbiDg, either ill 
your. a1IidaYil, ... your proof to the court, wbich d.oea .-h to lllili· 
pte your 08'eoce, ezeept 10 far u they DOW that your poyeny bu 
DOC been acc:ompaDied by idle • .., aod your c:haJacter bu not bees 
I&aiDed by otber traDIgreIIiou. Uader all the cir.~~ of 
?OUr cue, tbe c:eurt r.I it their duIf tofilltenc, yOl1 tot"oyean . 
UDpr-.nt i. the common jail of thia couDCy. . . 

Aa to you, C __ o-Itappears, by your ·aftidavit, tblt,..~ 
Dot lay your bands upoa tbis man, to carry ioto effect tlse COOllfI' 
racy; and it appears by unquestionable proof that you did not \ea~ 
this villege with the carriage. Bert YOIl admit, at leut tacidy, ID 

yeor affidavit, that you were one of the conspirators; and your lan
page to the jailer, _ben be called upoa . yeu the ne~ day to ae
COUDt for your coaduCl, and W&I'Ded you th. the public would· de
lDaod an explanatioo, sbowed an UD.ubdued spirit. It blS beeII 
.. tilfactwy proved to III that ,oa are a thriving mecllallic.-that 
yO&! have a respectable atandiof ia the community; aod "P to ~ 
period of thia transaction yoru c:harac\er feriadllltry, lJopesly, q~
et and moral deportlDeat, waS without rtprQacb. Under the ~ 
ClllllStaDces of yoar cue, tile court seoaeDal yOG to ape.,. lIP- , 
priloGmeDt in . the common jail of this county. , 

As te you, StJIDfD'-Yotlr afidavit, wbU;b, from the urufotlP 
good character you have. p"vedp ~ fully beJiev.e:tobe t(lle,sta~ 
that you bad no knowJedg~ of this coDlpiracy, 'and toOk. no. aell" 
part in it. But your accompaoying Lawson, at bis requ~ t~ ,the 
jail, to inform tbe jailer's wife that she would be ~fe in ~YJDg 
the 8IDOWlt of Morgan's . debt.from Lawson apd lettit&' ~ go, 
with tbe other circumstances, were suffich~nt to ha", c:onvl~led 
you, if you had ItOOdtrial; and you acted wiseJy in "..un,g gui1t~l 
You state tltat you bad ·OG idea that be .WlIJ UD~.!"'Dlj.QII!I 
you ."'. him enter the .carriage, a , shar.t dis&anral'rem )'GIl, a 
10U didoot IIIIpect that ,be was forced ioto ,it, liliiii, in ~~ 
or your WaIt,,18I picked.uphis bat; that yc»wereth(lt,.al"-· 
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.. conieuoded, .. did not therer.te give the alarm; but you spent 
the rest of the .veoiag at a public boule, ud gave no intimation of "'''Ill yOll had seem. This, then,. was your 'Qffence:-You should 
have, given the alanDt YO\1 should raited the bue and cry, and en
deavom! to"ect .. rescue. You, Iaowe •• r, ea.,ressed in your am
davit, a.a4 uva alwa~,-evilloed, a feeling of remorse. The court, 
tberefore, sentence yoli to one month imprisonlPeot in the common 
jail uft!Us _ly. ' 

As to you, SAeldoR-tou denied any participation in tbe con
spiracy, and put youneU- upon trial. 'As to all the acts proved 
against you, there was mystery; and I doubt whether you were the 
lIIan. You were at the time confined on the limits oC the jail-you 
were most atrongly identified ,in' an appearance at Bata~.; and ai
~hou~your proof of an .libi \US:J)ot complete, there was much 
in it to shake our faith in the fact tbat you were the mysterious
stranger whom the witness ,saw, ,Your confessions oC guilt, how
ever, were dear and indisputable,.oo fully warran,ted the verdict; 
and ,tbe only explanation of them you offered was the ungracious 

- one, that your confessions were the vainglorious boastings oC a 
drunkard and a liar. Taking all things into consideration, the 
court have adjudged you to three months imprisoDDent in the com-
mon jail of tbe county. ' 

NO. 12. , 
To THE 'PUBLIC.-On the 11th day of September, William 

Morgan, a native of Virginia, who had for about three years fast 
resided in this, village, was UlJder pretext of a justice's wartaot 
hurried from his home and flunily and carried to Canandaigua. 
The same night h.e WlISexamined on the charge of petit larceny, 
a.nd discbarged by the justice. One of the persons who took 
bim away ttnmediately obtained a warrant against him, in a civil 
suit, fO,r an aUeged debt of two dollars, on which he was com
mitted to the jail of Ontario county. On the night of the 12th of 
September be was released by a person pretending to be bis 
friend; but directly in uont of the jail, notwithstanding his cries 
of murder, he was gagged and secqred and put into a carriage, and 
after travel!ing all night, he was left (as the driver of the carriage 
88yS) at Hanford's landing, about sunrise on the 13th; since 
wh~h he has not been heard of. His distressed wife Iind'two 
infant children are left dependent on cbarity for their sustenance. 
The CUcJUD8.lanC8S of'th" traJlSlLCtion bave given rise to the moat 
vil>lent few that he baa, heen mUrdered. It is however hoped 
by his wit" a,od, friends, that he mal he now kept con~ed 8l1li 
iQ1pn,oned,bl.<;,aud~. All persoQl who are wiWngto,serve:. 
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cause oC Dwoanity, and asiist to remove the diJtJeuiDg appre
hensions of his unfortbnate wife, are eameatly requeete4l to com
municate to ooe 0' the committee named bel ... , directed to this 
place, any facts or circumstances which have come to their know
ledge, and are calculated to lead to the discoYery of his ~Dt 
situation, or the particulan of.bis fate, if he has been murdered. . 

Batavia, October 4, 1826. 

T. 1;". TALBOT, '} ~ 
D. E. EVANS, ~ 
T. CARY, e. 
WlIl. KEYBS, ~ 
WlIl. DAYI', 1" 

{

JoN, LAY, 
T~ FITCH, 
L. D. PRINDLE, 

. E. SOUTHWORTH, 
Ju. P. SIUTH, 

N. B. It is hoped that printers throughout the ltate, in Canada, and eJ5, 
where, will give the above a few insertiODs, and thus serve the calISe of jus; 
lice and humanity. 

State of NetJI York, } NO. 13. 
Gmuee Cotmly, 88. JOHN K. LARKIN, of the town of By

roo, in said county, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, thatou 
the morning that William Morgan was carried off from the village 
of Batavia, he, this deponent, went to Andrew Adams to borrow 
a saddle; before the said deponent had got far off, said Adams 
called to him and said he must haye his sadde, for he, Adams, 
1f&8 notified to attend a special meeting of the Masons at Le Roy, 
at 10 o'clock, same morning-Adams also understood to be a 
Free Mason. And this deponent asked Dr. Taylor what the 
fuss was; to which Dr. Taylor replied, they, the Masons, had 
orders from the Grand Lodge to notify a special meeting. And 
this deponent further saith not. JOHN K. LA.RIUN. 

Sublfcribed aM mom to thi. ninth My of March, 1~27, before f 

me, ANDREW. DIBBLE, J. P. ~ 

State of Ne1JJ York,} (copy.) 
Geneau County, II. JOHN SOUTHWORTH and LUTHER WIL

DER, of the town of Byron, in said county, being duly sworn, 
depose and $ay, that some time after the abduction of WiIlilUJ). 
Morgan from the yiUage of Batavia, in the month of September 
last, lhey, the deponents, with othen, had a conversatioI;l with 
Dr. Samuel Toggart of said tOWD, (who is reputed and understood 
to be a Free Mason,) about the carrying off said Morgan; in which 
Dr. Taggart said there had been a rumpus at· Batavia; that Mor
gan was taken away; and Miller'sofliee (meauiDg as the depo
~ents understood, the printing office of D avid C. Miller, a printer, 
'"\ Batavia) bad booD set OD fire: and on Borne person present 
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.... lieW •· ...... auythiDgofcbeaAir, Dr. Tegtartsaid 
"e~badhown it·fer a'length'af tid. Dt; Tlggart further statIM 
tIaat he shbulcl Dot be afraW .0 bet a tbousQd dollars that Mor
gan was not in the land of the living: that he had' takeD a voyage 
on lake Oatario without 1I0at or boat; and weuld never be seen 
.pm.by aDy hulDllO being. And further Hith Dot. 

JOHN SOUTHWORTH, 
LUTBJUl Wn.J)BR. 

&bscri&ed MCfall/ora 10, U.i •• alli day of Man;h, 182'7,lIefore me. 
. '. ANDtUtW DJBB.LE,J. P. 

Stale of New Fori, } (COPT.) , 
Genesee C",""" III. ELIAS WILDER, ef the tOWD of Elba, ill 

eaid county, beiQgduly sworn, deposetb and aaitb, that about two 
or three weeks before William Morgan was carried from Bata· 
via, he, this deponent; had a conversation with one Cyrus Grout, 
(whoal this deponent understands and verily believes to be a Free 
Mason,) on the .ubject of said Morgan's attempt to publiah the 
secrets of Masonry; and that the said Cyrus Groot told this de.. 
ponent that the Muons Iwl-aeat to the Grand Lodge for instrue
tiODs, and wlaea they got woi'd from toom, (meaning said Grand 
LO.iI", as this 4epoDent und~,) there would be something 
d~. ....d this depooent(wth.tr: 18ith, that ... the abductio" 
of said Morgan, he,tIIis .te;onent, bad aootber conversation with 
said Cyrus Grout, aD'll CJtbeia,on the subject of wbat had become 
of said. Morgan; and Grout.said .., Morgan, was goae a fishing 
on the Niapra river of lab Oatario. ADd further saitb not. 

. - ELIAS WILDBR. 
$oNcri6edcmd,.om fcl,,... .... ~ efMarcA, l82r,6efon~f. 

. . , ANDl1BW DIBBLE, J. P. 

Genesee County, t - NO.1" -
. iI. , ~ LDfAM D. PRlNDIoK, beiag d~ nora, saith 

that 'OIl the 4th day or October ialIl he met with.Tames. Ganson 
at Roche.-, who beck..,. to him to COID&-~O him, Ganson; he 
enaecI _ CODVenatinn .with. him, tbis,deponeat. relating to the 
~ at BatlWia, about the takiag a-1 orWilliam Mor
gan. -This deponent upreased,bis opinion tbat he could have 
resc_ Morpn itba had bcnm,it. Ganson Hid, '.Let me tell 
ymi, ),OU bow nothing aoutit. 8uppese dIere had been carriages 
~ at .. .., IfOad .... ' mlO -Guaadaipa ready to reeeiiJ8 
M~, ioeue he had "p1ll'8ued heeeolclba.ve been shifted; 
aad_ .... tell you it was the case; or let .. teD you it is likely 
lha& wta the...,. ~t tnt ten you, if lOU could bang, d.,.w, ao4 
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q..ner,: or gibbet the ~ (thea that has abaod ia it,) it 
would DOt fetch Morpn back. He is not dead; but he ia pul 
where he will ltay put uatil God Almighty calla for him.' .hi 
further saith no&. Ly~. D. hulDLB. 

&Dora tie • ..o. "", of 0d06er, 1816, 6efore tU,. 
C. C4&PUTD, 3. f. 

NO. 15. 
L&TTEa raoll GlOME UTCBUII TO lias. lIellGJJI. 

. 'Roche&ter, September 14, a 
IJI,.,. Morg_Make youmM contented: I have leatned your lwIbIod 

i .. vell, but cannot learn where 01' which way he weat: wheR I can ltlll'll, I 
will give you the earlieR infGnDation. Be faithful to what llllid to you, u4 
you Will find friencla: keep your own council, and communicate to me through I 

the po&toffice. When I write to yon it will be handed to JOu bytbe penon 
I deliver it to-yoa mOlt not pus a word with him; bill wnte all lliemmn.· 
tion you eu obtain by fuJlcnriDg what I adviaed. 'If you want JDOQeT, write 
to me, and I willlleJld it. COIDIIIit tbia to the lJamee U 800D u,.,u ieId it. 

'Your friend, - -. 
'You bave the name on a &mall paper I gave you.' 
N. B. A line wu run through the poetscript u above, but the _1\'1). 

I'crfec:t1y legible. 

Geiauee Cowtty, t NO. 16. .. 
... f JOB1'( MUN, 'Of Buf'alo, blacksmith by trade, 

deposeth aad aaith, that in the latter part of Auguat last, or early 
in September, and very abortly before be heard that aD attempt 
had been made to burn the printiDg oiice of David C. Miller., It 
Batavia~ he was riding with ODe Richud Howard, of Buffalo, a 
book binder, who then worked with Mr. Haskw; aud ill the 
course 0( the ride he, said Howard, asked deponent to pu~ 
or procure a keg of spirita of turpentine, (as he thiaks,) aay~ be 
wanted to switch Miller's office with it, avowing at the lIUIle Ume 
hiB object to be to deatroy the building for the purpose of sup
pressWg a publication, which he Did Morgan and Miller were a· 
bout waking, relating to Free. Masonry .. This deponent declilled 
to assiet in the net, intimating te him (as he believes) thatl!.e.had 
no money to do .it with. .~fter be heard tbat such attempt had 
been made on the oftioe4f Miller, said Howard told tlJ.iB.depo
llent that he bad, with others who aided and assisted him, at
tempted to bum said offioe-that he had called at a store wel;1t of 
Batavia and bought · a broom or brush to spread the turpentine 
with, and with his dark lanthorn had set fire to it; that the tire 
was lighted Up, aDd he ran off; that some ttersoa ran after him. 
lUld he supposed was about to overtake him, wbeD he .turned ~~ 
dashed his dark lanthom into his face which slipped the pursw, 
'fhat upon reflection since he concluded that it was (l friend w 
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tan alier him,' but had never found GUt. He believed then, and 

~:i!:o:~i::!~r~~~that said Ho,vard'.s :1kbjeet wB" ';~~::P~::K:~im 
Sw"",th,, ttfj,nt'J-fi,~st day of Febnltt,?/, 1827, bifore me, 
. W.M. H. TISDALE, Fl1st Judge of Genesee. 

State of lYe,,, } NO~ Iii'. . . 
a;,r;es,e C01l:1kty, SfI~' THuMuS G. GR,,1Iu, lute ufthe i"WH of 

Hunri,;tta, in thz, c,;unty ot"Monro~, and state af~rcsa~d, carpen
ter, bemg duly sworn, deposeth ana slUth, that dum.g the summer 
and untif November in th~ fiill of thi" Ih~·lr,n',.n' 
,enidnd if, the village y,fRuffi\lo. bntwnen thr, 
Heth day ,'pf AugUST. ,md thn s;:,,,enth day of September la~t, he, thi, 
deponent, . was requested 'by Richard Howard of Buffalo, afore
said, to attend the lodge or Free 'lilasuns in that place; but 

!~:::u::c~Oi s~:!~t~~~~ ~~::n:,:::: :ah"t thn l()d,:~ 
fun en,mir,g this deponent started to go to the lodge, and on the 
way feU in with said Howard and went to tbe lodge with him. 
After the lodge was organiznd nnd had prucfI,d"d busiktres:/, it. 

:;llifa!::::~~~:~:;::,!~~: ~~~:fktri~:~~;;;d a ~~::: ~~;!~i~ 
io be di,c1osure of Ma.'Iomc secrets. Tbls deponent was in 
the chair and presided tor the time. Howard proposed that 
something should be d(,ne to pre(enf: tb'J p"bJicatiun fif ""id bo,:,k. 
B. Wiico(, Rufi"t,10, Wbfi was nppuserl the UJ3e nf nny 
E'uh ov v.ie,teKtt means fur that purpose. Wilcox wished to know 
what measures it was intended should be adopted. Howard pro
posed that be and one other person, nOi now recollacted. by this 

:t3:.~t, E5'=:~~tebr~ft ~:~::~::ht~::::;~st:stJ-~ey ShfiUld th~:t 
prcpe", Be thnt the book should be suppressed. Wilcox proposed 
that they should be restricted from the use of any violent' mea
sures; and it was so concluded at that fuoo that n" l'lit5h fir violtrtrnt 
meaSUTes "hehuld be used seppeesa thu bn'()k. 

short tnktre efi,:;rwaro.crr Hu~rd :;&quested thktrt this deponeRlt 
!!h;:,~dd go to the lodge room with him that evening-that a few 
were to meet there. In the evemng this deponent started to go to 

C ~:n~i~:~::·:~~:::f~~~~~i:Z~:E~;:E; 
ard md this deponent bad the foll~wing eonversation:-Howard 
asked this deponent if he was willing to aid jilin in lfuppre;:siz±g 

book ktrbf':ie alluded to. ThiE5 depnnen~ ;:5%id he Wfi;1§'W-iUitr:±g 
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to .... as tar II was ret.8ODable ad proper, at iCcordiaR ~ 
what W08 pJOpoaeci by Wj1eox. Howard said he WIIdecJ a cTecl.: 
aive aoawer ODe.,.y or the other-lle wanted to bow ftether lie, 
this depoDeIIt, 1f'a8 for them, the lIIuo-, .. this depoaeot ..... 

or .,.mat them. This depoaent said he was for them, !:d!'.. wiDing to aid in ~ the book it it were to pr0-
mote the _rests of the ~ iutitutioa; ... as.ke4 Bowud 
what plan he inteoded to puI'IJ¥8o -~ ~ the,.·in.w to 
p to lIatavia .. get the .,.,.... wh¥ah. tW. deponent .uradent«lod 
to /II8IUl the IDUUICript ....... of tI-. book; and they were to F 
diem peaceably if they cOuld-if nqt, by force; and.if they eo1lfd 
bot pt tlaem without, the1 weald take Merpa aod Miller, aul 
carry them 08' too. This de~ fioaIly COII88IIfed to join the 
puty and 10 to Batavia, Cortbe pUlpOllO of geUiog the-papers 88 
aforeaid. The time fel' this espeditioa ... nat .... upoa at 
Ibis time; but Howard afterwa.Ne ioIonned am. _pooeat tha~ it 
was ~ to be in Batavia for the above purpose on die Fri
day eyerriag following, beiDtI the.,...., of September Jut. 
This depoDeDt does not recolect tio" many weN going from 
Buftialo. This d8poaellt accordiogly got into the stqe at Rur
falo OR Thursday eyening, the BOveid:b of September, for Batavia, 
and miveP in Batavia OIl Friday~. During the ., this 
deponeat iemained in and about BataVIa, but conversed with 
DODe OIl ~ IUbject of hie being at tba~ place, except James 
B. Towsley, to waom he eommunicated the pian of attackiag 
Miller'1 oftice. In ~e early part of the evemng this depoaenr 
was wormed that Towsley had told George W. Harris of th~ 
I!ontemplated attack npon Miller's oSee; _ that this deponent 
was the author of this irUonnation. This threw maDY ol»strue-: 
tiOIUJ in the way of the expedition, and was a principl cause of. 
ill total failure; and'for which Howan! blamed this d~ent. In 
the evening a number of men were assembled in the vitIaae of 
~via-bow lDII,Ily this deppneDt CUlIlOt say-there miaht have 
beenfortyor fifty, and pemap. more; but they WElle moetfy stran· 
gers to this deponent; Dor did be know where they came fiom. 
This deponent understood from some of them that it was expected 
that there would haVQ been twenty-~ve from (ort George ad it, 
vicinity; but, /&8 he undeI:atood, they did Dot CG~ EiJht OX ten 
were put under the immediate direction of $his deponeat, and the 
remainder were in differem parts of the viJIa:ge, and dirceted by 
~erent persons. Tb:e whole perty. did pot ~_ into the viUage 
till _ nearly two o'cIoc,k m the monUng of 8 .. ,; and they Ie

roamed ~ two hours IUld till the we .... stage caop.e in, when 
the w.hole company !II.persed _ in diiFel1plt ~~~. .Tbis WIll 
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about foor o'clock in the morning. During the time thpy' were in 
the v.iUage no attac.k was made upon Miller's office. It was under
stood that Miller and Morgan, in consequence of the information 
communicated to them by way of Towsley, had been alarmed, and 
were on th .. watch;' which caused sOtlie consultation and consequent 
delay, until the stage came in. When the party dispersed, this de
ponent made his best way to Buffalo-:"went west to the brick tllvem, 
about fourteen miles; thence south to whill i.'I called the south Pem
broke road, and pursued his \vay to Monroe's tavern, about five 
miles from Buffalo. At this place this deponent saw Col. Joseph 
Shaw, who spoke to this deponent, and asked him what he was 
doing theret :rhis deponent then took Shaw one side and requested 
Ibat he would not call him, this deponent, by name again, or men
tion to 00' one that he had scen him at that place; for he, tbis de
ponent, had been in a bad scrape, and wished him not to speak of 
it. . Shaw asked this deponent what it was; but this deponent re
fused to tell him, but said he would at some future time, and that 
Shaw would hear about it. From this place tbis deponent went to 
Buff.lo, where he arrived tht' same evening. And this deponent 
t'lifther saith, that he has Dner been personally concerned other
wise than above stated, in any measures to suppress thE' publication 
of the book, or for the carrying away or disposing of Morgan. Am' 
further saith not.. THOll[AS G. GREEN. 

Sub$cribed and BlDorn tn, t1tis Bixteent/, day of Ju.ly, lS27, 
bifore 'me, . C. CARPENTER, 

One of the Justices of the Peace in and for GE'ntlsee Co. 

Niagara County, ~. NO. 19. 
B.. S DAVID MAXWELL, being sworn, saith that in 

the night of the thirteenth day of September last he was at 
home attending to the ke,:ping of th~ tum~ike g~te on the Ridge 
road, so called, about nmeteeD miles distant from Lewiston. 
About eleven o'clock, P. }I. he was sitting in the tol1 house aDd 
heard a carriage pass through tbe gate very slowly; and UpOil 

opening the door be saw J eremiab Brown, of Ridgeway, standing 
directly in front of the door, and saw tbe 'carriage standing ia 
the road, about three rods west of the house. ,He, Brown, bad 
a shilling 'in his hand, which he handed to him, being the exact 
amount orthe toll on the carriage. Deponent said, 'How do yoo 
do, captain Brownl' he made no answer-and turned away quickly 
and went towards the carriage. Deponent called to him quite 
loudly, and said, 'What is the matter?' Brown answered, 'Nothing/ 
Deponent took notice of tne carriage because he had never known 
Brown to have any tbing to do with a coach before; and it struck 
.JHm as a thing out of the usual course. . He thinks the curtains were 
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c_li. Brown joined the carriagto; bat ~hether he gOt into it, at 
got on tbe driver'. seat, deponeDt cannot say. The carriage drove 
off quickl" wben deponent entered into lhehonae: himself aod his 
wife bu • conversation, and express~d lo each other lbeir wonder . 
as to the course that should take captain Brown weat with a coach 
so late at !light. He, Browo, il a farmer, in good circlllllSlaDCeS, 
residing aboUt thirteen miles eaat of the gate; ~d well known \0 de
ponent and bis wife, and passing the gate frequently, aod DeIIerto 
the knowledge aDd recollection of deponent with any other car
r. than a cemmoo two-horse farm ".gon. They eveotuaI\, 
concluded that he perhaps bad gene on to Lewiston to an ioslallf. 
lion. Tbe Den moming before breakfast, and not for4rom son
rise, the same carriage, as be thinks, arrived at the gate, driYeD by 
a person he did not then bow. The middle curtains weretheo up, 
and deponeDt distinctly law the laid Jeremiah Brown sittiogoothe 
back lIlat of tbe carriage, appearing to be asleep and leaning back; 
he saw no olber penGn in tbe carriage. Deponent said to tbe dri
ver, 'How far did yGll go out; did )'ou go to LewistOD?' He hesi
tated a little and said, 'No, we did not go to LewistolJ.' Thede
pooent and bis wife tben observed to each ether, that they bad oot 
gone to the installation. Deponent took notice tbat tbe coach was 
a chocolate color; it appeared to be a back carriage that had been 
much ued. DAVID MAXWELL, 

StOOrfi the lIHRty..,ecOfid day Gf Marck, 1827, before tile, 

DANIE~ SEAlUN, J. P. ----..;-
NiaglJf'tJ County, l NO. 20. 

" S P 4UL MOSBBR, of Lewiston, in said ~unty, 
being duly 8worn, 40th on his oath declare that previOOl to the 
month of December 1 ... past this deponent had been in the eJIlo 

ploy of tbe stage proprietors at Lew~, (his special business be
jog to regulate and IUperintend tbe arrival and departure of tbe 
stages,) for more tban one year. Tbat while in'such employ,oD the 
morning of the fourteenth dll1 of September lllllt, (about fear o'clock, 
A. M.,) GD.e oftbe drivers informed him that be bad just returDedliom 
YollDgSlown. This driver was Corydon FOE, ·who further stated tbat 
Samuel Barton, one of the It age proprietors, bad called him up 1OIIIe
time that night, and direct,d bim to get up a carriage BDd drive it to 
Youngstown. FOE also Itated tbat Eli Bruce, (aberilof Niagara 
county,) or as he called him, Bruce, came with Mr. Barton, when 
he was called up-that after the getting tbe cat1'ilp ready, Bruce 
toldbim (Fox) to drive roond .to. a back streeL Be did so, and 
found a carriage in the street without hones-tllat there WII s0me
thing curious about it; he tbought there was a III&n iD the carr. 
Who W88 gagged and bound. That there were two pel'lOlll whocaMe 
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Gal of tile c:arriace standing in the street; and botb, with Broce, got 
ioto tbe one ht' was driving. Bruce told him to go or drive eo: he 
was directed to stop at the residence of Col. King. He balted ac
cordingly in frlnltofthe door or house at Youngstown. Bruce got 
Qut and called up King. Bruce aDd King both got into tbe car- . 
riage. That be heard a mao iq the carriage call for water, and Bruce 
said bl' should have some; he also thougbt.be·heard King say, 'Mor
gan, are you berf'.' That he (Fox) was directed to drive 00; and 
when about half way from Youngstown to tbe fort, Bruce told bim 
to stop: he did so; apd they all got eut, and be returned to Lewis
ton. Fox has more receotl,l' stated tbat it was near tbe grave yard 
where he stopped. This depont"nt thinking it strange that passen· 
gers should leave the carriage distant (rom it house, in the nigbt,was 
led to inquire o( a Mason present (this dl"ponpnt bring also one) 
the reason.of iu he answered that he helif'vt'd it was Morgan. The 
deponent inquired of another Mason, arid was told it was Morgaa, 
for Bruce tald bim so. In tbl" forenoon ,of tltl' same day (14th 
September) fhl" deponent saw-Bruce and asked why he was so im
prudf'nt as to have t~e driver be did, for be was not a'Mason; to 
wh.ich Bruce ft'plied tbat Sam. (meaning Samul"l Barton) was more 
in the fault than himself, for be told him fo send a Mason. The de
poof'nt tben asked Bruct" if he aetuany had Morgan; he said bta had. 
And the converSation ended here. Samuel Barton asked tbis d~ 
nent the same·day .if Fox mistrusted Margan was in the carriage: 
tbp del)onent told him that Fox was ll"lling about tbe villagf' the 
circLlmstances of his having drivf'n the carriage, &c.; whid led this 
deponent tobf'lil"vf' and probably would others, that it was MOl"" 
gan Barton then told lhedeponent to go and say to Fox that ifhe 
knpw any thing to kl"ep it t6 himself and hold hi. ton2ul", or be 
'Would discharge him; and further stated that there must bp another 
man smuggled away to blind that transaction; hl' further said that 
the deponent bl"ing a MasaD. was thp man who ought to have ben 
sent as driver, but being caliI'd up in the night in !l burry, he dicl 
Dot think. In thl" afternoon of the saml" day said Barton caml' to 
the deponent, and directed him to borrow a saddle and bridJf' and 
put thern on a horsl" as soon as possiblf', and hitch it by another 
Ilorsest;inding undl'r the sbf'd, pointing that way, and which horse 
appeared as if he had been rode fast; he added that he had hf'ard 
from the fort, and must send a man down, for he was afnlid there 
WQuid be trouble yet. He did as directed, and the two hol'llt'll were 
rOOt" oft' soon after; thl! one put thert' by this deponent, by a Mason 
resident in Lewiston; the other by a person not known to this depo. 
nent, Nt'xt morning the deponent asked said Barton if there was 
any trouble at the fort; to which hI" replied, 'I ,uess it is still 
enougb.' Fo.x., the driver before mentioned, witbin, say three or 
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(fb'b'f the lndge Lewlston, a spf'eia\ 
meeting called for tbat purpose; and en being selicited so to do by 

l\Iaeuu w(n was to Fnxtn ln~ucu him tn joio,;wrl who, teffl· 

soont to ins:ructiolls, told Fox that if h~ wanted ~ funds, meaning for 
his a~milt!l~ce, he should hav~ them •. This deponent,~urther ~flilh, 

In el'iaIJ;?p rhe «2fnve Rfh;fts an;:l Clrcnmstan;?Z'e wfHeh \It l;(;;rd 
frem sevE'ral individuals at different lim~s and places, he bas Dot 
;;"t!U!;;Hl"tJ to thn ennt \"ordfi in all cases; but Fliz,es 

trDIy and correctly set forth. "h nd further saith not. 
• PAUL MOSHEr.. 

Sub'feribed ,end S2SS/'n lOf at bbiOfaee COIiRfb, fAt 
ttornty.serond 'if J'darch, 1827,bifore me, A. G. HINMAN,J. P. 

'>i:!~ar~Co!:;:: 8S. ~ Jos~:;?' TRYo!<, of said couuty, b~jog 
;,;(OTl'f f.aithf ;hat thf' SCl'nhl¥; of the foue2H"nth &flf£til~r 
last past hE' attendt>d a dancl' or ball at Lewiston, ther~ having bten 
on Ihlll dav a considerable colle,e1,100 ef ladie;z and at 
h,('wil;tron o"n the oct;trsi()n, whft was ,'"l1l'h she sf a 
chaptE'r,(so caliI'd.) That at thE' same ball werf' present a Mr Ed· 
win huantom, a ftriend wh;" wish"d ts \,.ve 
iown in timl' to gel on bonrd of 'stram boat for York, U. C.: 
and to indacl' him to remain at the ball, this deponE'nt had promis· 

10 hb; Sherf'll;S smm as baH dosed, ~hewll;zld SI;;y1 ;igbt 
off with him t~ oungstown, that he might bl' in timl' for tht boat. 

~:;:e;.iPl,~I~lt 2~!a;t;'d from ~f:~;~f~~ttiJ~P ::;:~e:~s r:';~~~~;;;; 
bright. That about two mill'S from Lewiston, he ml't five men walk
jog tom;lrds ],ewiscrm, Qj whom ther distbr,dy rr·;'rgniz;·d rot! 
belit'v!''' 10 be Timothy Shaw,Samuel Chuhbuck, and Gf'n,.raIPaTk· 
hurst Whitnep, who ket'ps what is called the Eaglf Hote~ ellbe 
daUs Ni:z 0y;li'a; hI' h;ls sin;z" bt'"", informf'd, ;wd ha.; eBeer· 
tained to his 0\Vn perfect satisfaction, that thE' othf'r two were James 

Baw·tun, mach "gid F"flh 8""".h, Cewiri"n. was, 
as he thinks, IwrweE'n the hOllrs of three and four of thl' clock, in 
thtl morning of thE' fifteenth of said Se"tember. The deponent 
;frew his h;;rsp, said to om£ ;rf th;?n; wh" we're lillie hEhind 
tht'rest, 'W/lat are I/OU here this timt! of night forl'-or wDrds to 

~~at HI' *i"S\;:~~~d ~o. ih+~~€'~: ~':;:~;:~ ~!=t:~:; 
the circumstances to others in the village of LewistOD, and thutory 
soon by srescort, as ttil lmpli,efte thc, ;;bovl' r;arn,';z ruten 
in the extraordi.narY disappearance of ~Wilii~alJl Morgan. And 
three of them have had conver0£0£Zlon wi.sh him ifl relstion thereto; 
tilnd of zh0£m him eorc;?tt er~ottE"US 
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he had said. But in none of those cODversations did either of the~ " 
attempt te say wbere tbey bad spent the nigbt, or bow it bappened " \ 
tbat they were on their way to Lewiston en foot 1I1lbai time of tbe i 
morning. He furtber says, tbat all of tbe said men are men bav- \ 
iog families, and following business with ordinary regularity, and \ 
of ordinary good babits. He further says, that according to bis re- • 
eoUection and belief, none of tbe ahove named persons bave given' 
to bim any esplanation of tbe above circumstances. 

JOSIAH TaYON. 
Sworn tie fulentg-leContl day of Marcia, 1827, 6.f.,.. me, 

, . A. G. H1101A.N, J. P. 

Niagara County, l NO 28. 
II. 5 I, A. G. HIlUUN, one of the justices.f the 

peace, of said COUAty, do her.~1 certif" tbat on the 19tb of last 
December, compliant ~as made on eath before ~e, SlUing fortb in 
substance that tbe~ was full cause to suspect that Eli Bruce, sherif 
oftbe laid county, had, on or about the tbirteentll or fourtl!'enth .e 
last Septt'lDber, forcibly lind without due process of law, beld WiI· 
liam Murglln in duress for some time, within tbe .aid count" and 
had lecretly and illegally convl!'yed lIim tbence to parts unknewn. 
Whereupon I issued :a warrant against th~ said Eli Bruce, who was 
broa"ht before me, for examination, on the lhirtietb of ,aid Dl'Cl!'m
ber 0\ nd I do furtht'r "ertify that th~ information tllken on sucb 
exalllin;atioD was sub!ltantially as follow •• tn wit, that thl!' .aid E~i 
Bruce camp to Mollineux'. tavern, about twelvl!' miles east of Lew· 
iSlon, on thl!' Ridgt' rOtld, on the night of the thirttpntb of said Sep. 
teRlber, at about teD or .. Ieven o'clock, in a back or coacb, the cur
tains of which wert' c:Iospd quile around. fie trent irl and inq ,· .. d 
for thp landlord, "hu was in bed; was .hown into his room; after
wards canpd up the landlord's son, who was also in bed, and re
'lupswd him to put a "air ftf hol"l~s beforl!' his cllrrill~. to r .. lil'ye 
those thai came with it, to go u far as Lewiston; which W81 done. 
The son asked if he shnuld drivl!'; Bruce rl!'plied hp had a driver 
whl) '''is a careful man, pointing to a milD whom tbt witnf'llSS knew 
to be J"rt'miah 8rowo. Bruce wu also asked by a lIirt'd girl, what 
tbe matter WIIS; he aDswered, ynu cannot know at. preseat. He 
SOoQ left there with the carria.,-, driven by Brow. towaNS LMris. 
ton. A.t Lt-wiston the Slme night, but tbe hour not .... rtained, 
tbe said Bruce "pnt witb .Samllf~1 Barton, a siage proprietor, to the 
stag .. uffice to ascertain what driver could be laad to ,0 to Younp
town. On being informed by J oabua Fairbanks wlae .tept there, I hat 
DOne but Fox wu there, Fos waa called up aad directe" to bame. 
a ~rriage, wbiala he did, and draYe up tn tbe Freotier House, where 
saW Bruce ge"in, aod ordered the carriage biYeD to a ltack street. 

3· 
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On arriviQg there, in froDt of said Bartoli's dwelling house, atal'· 
riage was IQuod in tbe street withuut any horses Illtatbec;l to ii, aad 
two men, either ODe or both pf wholD were io it, gO\. out, aDd went 
ioto the other: ooe was belped in by the arm-ootbitg waa .said. 
W ben, tog.r witb said Brucf', b.eiog seated, tbe driver 1111 urder· 
cd by Bruce to drive to \'uungatown. Witaess heard IIIl.tII!Iver· 
setioo from the pllS$eDgers that be cou14 ilistioguisb. OD miving 
at \"ouogstuwn, Bruce directed bim to stop io froot 01 Col. King's 

. house in Youngstown. He did so, aod Jiruc:t' got oul and called up 
Col. King; weot in, and in a Itow minutes, say fifteen, came 0lIl, \Ir 
gether with King, aod bolh gut intu the can-iage, when Bruce !tid 
tbe driver to gu un. W bilt' at tbis house the driver bt-ard • slrauge 
kind of suund frpm one of tb .. persons in Ihe carril!gl', wbich ~ 
thought wall it clIlI lor watel, thuugh hI' coula nul say thaI the 8/11' 

culati.n was sufficit'ntly distinct 10 lw understood; Bruce answered 
he sbould have some presendy-none WIlS, howl',er, given or 
bruught. The cUl'riagt' proct'l'dljd W IV,ullin a sbort doce of 
Furt ~iagara) neal' thl' grave :rar,d, wben the driver wBil.direcled to 
stup, and the persons wnblO, tour in number, he though"gut01l~
ODe WitS dSliisted as betim'-and t111~y proc,:t'edl'd lIff frum the side 
of Iht' carriagl', closely together, towards the lurt. Hruce toldlbe 
drivt'r tu go back; and hI" irumediatdy returned. Tbt> n~t morll" 
:ng (Ihl' fourteenth) the said ~Ii Bruce being al uwiston, be w.as 
askf'd il hI' went to Youngstown the night bf'lc.rf'; he said hi' did. 
He was then "s~ed if he look Morgan down; hf'rt'pliedbedid,~ 
observt'd that Saru., rueaning said B~lft()n, was very imprudent In ' 

St'nding Fox-that ht- lold him his business, and tbal be bad not 
ought to have S-/l1' auy lIut a Maslill. . . 

Tbere werl' fivt' wifIJl!Sal"s sworn, whose t'Pstimooy is ine\~ded 1& 

the abuVI' statement. No alh'mpt was made to icnpeacb e1thrr of 
them, nor was there an, evidenct' offl'redun thfO part of Mr, B~ 

As. tht're wall nQ proof atlduced on tbis t'Xaminarion, tbata Wii· 
(iam Morgan had bf'en forcibly spjzl"d and cllrried awaytrom Ca· 
nandaigua, 01' elsew.hert'; !lor tbat torce, violence, or res&rliot,bad 
been exercised upon the Pl:rao.n of aD)' individual in. the carriage, 
tbe said Bruce was disc:hargl:d. . 

Given under my ha/Jd, at Ycnmg,rtOlQR, in tAt 8Uid.CDUIIII, tAt 
trDcnt,y-jrllt.dt&yof March, 1St?';. A. G. HllWN,J· P. 

StiMe of NetD York, ?' 4 NQ~"24:~ .. 
1Vj~""'IJ. OP-P"'1I •• 8. 5 WILL,,,,,, T.~U,\'~ of Niapra, J)l!MIIC' 

oC ll.ppet ClIQad~, druggi$l; being. dMl1. .1Iw,wp,..dl ~ and "1.. tbIU 10 the. mop~ of. 8IlPllt ... tw. qr.'<kt.,Ip'ttb~,.~em 
"' •• if,l iJl ~,alth aJf.d, tOIlfiAAd.. fA '"' .c!!P1iM, '~4i~.If 
8O~.ilJle. Thllt.ab~t~ti~oeic~"~''''{\CMIt''' 
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him that a man had engaged, in some part of the state of New 
J;erk, in publishing a book ceocel:ning Masonry, or disclosing the 
secrets of Masonry, or ,words to tbat effect. This deponent does not 
recollect the name, mentioned at tuis dme by his informant, but has 
now DO dwbt thati' related :to the abductioD of William Morgan. 
Tbis de~lIe. was fur,her informed at the lame time, by the same 
person, that the person so taken and carried away had been killed, 
and sunk in lakt' Ontario. ,This deponent's informant was of the 
fraternity of Free Masons, as is also this depolIl'nt, which this de
ponent belit'''es was the reason why this story was related to biOI. 
That this deponent at the time disbdifwed the facts related, and told 
bis infurJl)tlnl tbat it could nol bl' possible, but was ~ssun'd it was 
a facl, and said be (the informant) would relate more about il at 
another time. 8omt' fE'W weeks afterwards, whl'n this dt'~onf'nt 
was ",covering, tbe same informant added, or further relateo, that 
Morgan hall ileen brought to Furt Niagara, or to the olher sidp of 
th .. river opposite this, (ml'8lling tbe lown of Niagara,) and was 
there put to d .. ath. ThiS depOllf'nt a~ain n:prl'ssf'd doubts of the 
truth of the relation, and l"lpressf'd hims.lf in wann terms of dis
apprebation, denyiog Ihl' right of the sncipty of Masons', OJ any 
membl'rs III' tht' fr.tt"rnity, to commil such a deMo The r.lator 
wal, however, of a different opinion, and said it was ri~ht. 

Soml' timl" ip thl" montb of Dect"mbf'r last, this deponf'nt was 
furthf'1 intormedby anothl"r member of thf"society a{orpsaid, who 
also ft'Sldf's in the same town with this deponent, that Morglln had 
been taken at Batavia, WIiS brought to FUfl !lvia~afa, and from 
thence to the town oj. Niagara, and was taken bpforf' anol,",r Ma
son of thl' saml" place-that tire MasonJ;l in Callade rf'fil~f'd to re
ceive.Morgan,or to have Rny thillg to do wilh him-and thaI Morgan 
was Nturned to Fort Niagara-thar after. M~rgan was tried by slime 
sorl of a council, or tribunal, whicb senlf'ncf'd him 10 df'ath-that 
he was executed by having his throat MIt; his tongue was torn out, 
aad buried ill the sands of thp lakl's or lake; and that his body was 
also sunk in the lake or dMp watf'r opposit~, off. Irom, or nf'lIr the 
fort; which is as nellr thl' subst.ncl' of what WIIS laid as this depo
nent can rC'Collect. The r .. lalor further addpd that Morgan did not 
know wherf! he was-.-that be was blindl-d-that tht' boat was rnwed 
about the ri.er for the purpusf!' of dH3IIging lh .. man-that while 
at, Fort Niapra, Morgan askf'd pl'rmislion of a Bihll", and a short 
time ill the light, in Mdt'r that he might peruse it. 1'bis depoDent 
asked,what wuthe resuh oflb .. requt'st; to wbieb the relater. added, 
tbat he w .. lQon,dNpatelwd. This depeoeotaaked how, those who 
"-d ~ enpged: ie the aft'W felt about it; tIM relakW oblenfld 
tb.",~ ftit.bUt aad:..., haci~80. much contritioaras to 
$~I_t"'" "oukl.h,,-pD:alhbey. were-worth if. the affair""o5 
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not baps-ed, or if Morgan eeald be prodaeed agaia. And tbis 
depooeDt further saith, that the relator added that ODe of the per
son. coacerned was sick and delirious in CCIDIequeoce of it, and 
had. have walChes, according to the beat belief of tbis cItpooent. 
Fultber, the rtIator stated that tbase engaged at Canaudaigua, and 
there indicted, were to be kept harail.. by the General GIll. 
Chapter oftbe state of New York; and tbat all eXpeDlf reqaisiteto 
pay any fi/lC!l tbat might be imposed was to be defrayed b, the 
said chapter; and that Ihe actors in the afl'air of the abducdoa of 
Mor, .. so acted in obedieoce tG the .rder, (or by the consent or 
knowledge,) or directions, of the said Grand Cbapter. The relator 
a\lO stated Ihat it was liIe iotentian o( tbUR who had Mergan 10 
han taken Miller also. This depeDent, at the time be beard the 
I .. t rl'lalion, .. id belif'Ve the substantial part o( it, .... still does most 
firml v &eli" .. it. 

This deponf'Dt further sailil, that 80etber mftaber of tht' M.sonic 
soci~y also related Ih ... me facta aubstantially, an" laid be derired 
his information from a gentl .. man of Buffalo, (a Mason,) now de
ceased. This IlIttPr part ir iotended to be ",,'ricted to tt.e (ut of 
the dt'llth of Morgan, and the place of dpposiriDg tbf' body. This 
depont'nt furth .. r seitb, that the forl'guing was prepared and signed 
(though not Iworn to) 80mI' tillie sine... SubsPCJut'nt III that period 
furtllPr inform .. tiun hal bt>en rl'ceived by this dpponf'nt, which hiS io
duced him to bPlil'Yf' that thf' mannff of punirig Morgan to dl'llth was 
diffl'nont froRl thl' notation of Stoclring. WILLIAM TIAIY. 

s.or. brlort ~,aI NiaprIJ, Upper eonada. tlaiB trMttirtlttllly 
of MfII'C/a, 1827, J. B. CLENCB, J. P. 

G ..... et CoUllly, t NO 2~. 
BB. f JORN MANN, being sworn, df'poseth and saitb, 

that aboot the tilllf" that hI' heard and undt'fltond that William 
Morgan had bN'n laktn aWIIY from Balavia, he had a convl'rsatioll 
with Richard Howard. of Bllffalo, bookbindtr, (who works, or did 
work, with Mr. H.tskins,) who thtn informf'd this dl'pGllPOt that 
Morgan wu confinf'd in Fort Niagara. And hp bfolit'Yf'S, in lhe 
same convprsation wit II .aid Howard, lit' inlOrlDf'd him that 6.,e 
persons had drawD loti to Il'e wbG it would fall upon to f'J«ute 
thp law. of MBIODry-upon Mergen: that thP lot Mllipon him He 
se,mf'd ~uch distrt'ssed, IUId c\ul"'d bis hands tf.gl'.Mr and I'S
c1aimPd, My God! must it 1M! dont'! or 80mI' words to t/tIt I'tTeet. 
He appeaI'Pd to 1M! under an impression thllt bill Masoaic obUp
tions placed him under a nf'Cessity of submitting tod .... act which 
seemed abhorrent to bis natural fePlingl. In IUberqtlent con'ersa
tions laid HCJw.rd gne thit depontllt te lIIltientaad that the exe
cution had been pel1ormed, but laid nothiag IIIOIt u to bit o~ 
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agency' in the transaction. This dep(lnent furth~r saith, tbat until 
witliin a few days past his mind has been very unsettled as to the 
cou~ which he ol\ght to have pursued in relation to the tommuni
cations so made to him; and ht' aas been operated upon in some 
degree by fears for his personal safety, a~d doubts as to the exten' 
of his obligations to observe secrecy in respect to the statem!'nt! so 
communicated to hi,". That a fe\v days ago he held a consultation 
with a friMd, as to the general duties of a person so situated; and 
he at last. determined to communicate tbe facts to some person who 
might feel bound to act upon them as public good should ~tm to 
require. . JOHN MANN. 

Sworn, tke twenty-jif'Bt day oj Ftbruary, 1827, before me, 
, . WILLIAM H. TISDALE, First Judge of Genesee. 

Niagara County, ~ NO.26. 
8/1. 5 EDWARD GIDDINS, of the county aforesaid, 

being duly sworn, sailh, that he has resided at Fort Niagara from 
the year eighteen hundred and 6ftE'en till· the preSE'nt time. with the 
exceplion of about eight months. That {rlllm the y .. arsixt .... n to the 
year twent~, this d"p0Rellt had charge of thE' building, caned the 
magazine, the grl"ltt .. r part of the time. That when th .. U nill'd States' 
troops left thE' fort in the month of May last. this dE'ponf'nt again 
took charge of the building, and continued so in chare" until abo.,. 
the first of August, when he gave up IhE' keys tn Ctll. E. Jew .. U, 
\vho yet retains the care of it. This building stands on the southerly 
side of the fort-is built of stone, about th .. height of a common two 
story building, and measurf'S about fifty by thirty fPf't on Ihf' gronnd 
-is arch!'d over-thf' sidt" and end walls al'f" about four feet tbirk
the wall (lVl'r the top is about f'ight ff' .. t thick, and is t'onsidt'red bomb 
pr()of~covf'red with a shinglE' roof. There is but one dOClr, around 
which thl'rl' is a small entry, to which there is a doer also. Th .. re 
are DO windQws or apE-rtores in thE' walls, excf'pt a small vf'ntilator 
for the admission of air, and onf' small window in f'ach end about 
tE'D (t't't from the ground.....:...thf'Y are usually bpt closed, and lor ked 
on the outside· with a padlock-these shuttE'rs 8rr made of plank) 
covered with sh~t iron-the fluor is laid with plank, pinned to the' 
sleepers with wood pins. That at the time certain persons were 
at the fort in January last, Col. Jew .. tt being unwell, tbis deponent 
was requested to visit thE' magazine, which th .. y wished to uRminf'. 
That on enlering and examining the said building, one af thE' floor 
planks, supposed to be one and an half inches thick, was observed 
by some of the commitlee to have been newly ~rokeD, clirectly on 
one of the sleepers, and about six feet from orie end; and this de
ponent was inquired of by some of the committee ho\v that plank 
became broken. This depolleDt told them he did not know: far. 
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ther, be b. DeW DO recollectioa of its being hrolt. wItea be gue 
ap the ke,., aDd believes it WIll oot. This depoe_ bas also been 
Ioquired of .hetber a IGOR daor, .Web the committee sa. iD the 
a..ilding, loeIonpd there, 0.- w. there, when he gave up pouessioo; 
to whicb this .pooeot &IIIwetecHhaa it did not beloog ,,, \he build· 
iog, nor did lie reeolleet of its beiDg there at the time be surrendered 
the key. Farther, whether it haa bet-a usual to admit any liquid 
within abe building; to which this depooent answered tbat he ~er 
admitu'4 any while he bad charge, apr waa it usual, so far as ru. 
kno"ledV extpnds; and be should sbppoee it one of the last tbinWl 
to bfo admitted to .uch a place. The chief aim ought to be to keep 
it dry; the utmost care has alwa,. been taken, and the key of lfie 
buildiDg only iDtrulled .ith particalar penoDS. On entering the 
building iI baa been usual to remon or leave ~he shoes at thp door, 
.r else draw on woollen seeks o,er them. There is, nearly io the 
middle of the dour, frame pieces upon .bieh to lay fixed ammu
nition. Tht' usual arrangement of the boxes, kegs, &C. CODtaiDog 
pewder, is to piau them round the building OD the 600r, so f1r dis· 
tun frem the wall aa to prevent thf'm contracting dampness, say 
from ... e CO &"'0 feet, unless empty, "heQ they lin' 8f!t nt'xt thl' nil. 

EDW AAD GIDDIJII. 

BIlb8criW.,., IIDCIf'Il to, III Porter, ira tAe emmty oj NiDI"" 
,~ raineteenlll daJ of Marc,., 1827, 6efore _, A •. G. Ilnuwr. 

NO. 27 • 
. ~ U. C. Mllf'th 3, 1827. 

Gentlemen-On my return fl'OJll my parliamentary duties at York, lab
gel'Ved in the Albany ObaelTef a letter dated 'Lewiston, N. Y. Juuary 12, 
1817,' in which I perceived some indirect.allutionll to the name of'M'***** •. 
a member of Par1iament,' to whose house, it is stated. a WiIIiaa Morgan, ot 
Batavia, wu brought, 'blindfolded aDd tied.' 

Now, gentlemen, I beg le:Lve to declare through the medium of yomp'
per, to your readers and to the world at large, that no Such occurrence eft! 
took pl8ee-that on the night of the 14th of September, 18J8, Dorst lOy 
other time, WII8 Morgan in my house to my kaowledge. And I further Ile: 
clare the said Morgan is to me an utter stranger, ~pt as to report; and I 
never exchanged a word with the man in my life, andc would not know IIbn 
from the greatest stranger in existence.' . . • 

In justice to my own reputation, as well as to"that of my taJoily and frieo4s, 
I hereby most solemnly _ert the whole statemeDt to be utterly f'aJs. and 
unfoundi'd. And further, that I never conversed with the brother of *.~.***~ 
(Stoeking,) of Buffalo, on the afFair ofMorgau, as to his abduetioD, tin ~er 
the appearance of the letters alluded to in that Jl&per, "'lieD I eeIled on blDl 
f~r that p~ and he then most explicitly d~8red .t lie had Dever 
gIVen me as hIS author to Dr. ******, and admitted tUt J never bad the 
...Jightest conversation with him on the subject previous. J could ud to till 
foregoingdeelarat!onsand.a~sertions, my own aftidayit, ifnecessa.ry, as well 
?R that of my family, conSISting of three persons, and a worthy and respec~· 
,:18 gentfema!! and lady who slept that mght at my house. I cannot jefraRJ 
trom Oxpressmg my beliet; before I close. tbis letter, tb.t _let, t""1, an~. 
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roul ~e, are at the bottom of the heart ofbim, whoever he _y be, that 
would thus villainouely attempt to ~ the character of any man ill 
society. I mean to cut no reftection on the characters of the gentlemen 
who formed the committee of vlJilance, hut OIl him to. whom it justly be
longs. .JlrfIl from ~'" made !lien '" tile BED 01' DEATH, ,hilt he, 1M. 
Dr • • *.***, fDOIIld be ref!1Ag,d qf me,.for ...,..~ to des',.., IHllfAqf rogms_ 
c~ vrit4 ."Aom lie t/lU implWated, 4116 6_ hil only inducetnlfAt thua to d& 

As, gentlemen, I am the only member of Parliament residing in Niagara 
whose name commences with the letter M., I have come to. the conclusion 
that I am particularly roferred to; and beg you will insert in your paper this 
refutation of the infamous and fpol charges. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
EDW. M'BRIDE, 1\1. P. P. 

NO. 29. 
Firs, Prodamati6B qf tile GOIImwr •. 

DE WITT CLINTON, Governor of the state of New York, to state officers 
and ministers of justice in the said state, and particularly in 

L. S. the county of Genesee and the neighb.:iring cuunties: (heeling. 
WBJI:IlBAS information, under oath, has been transmitted to me 

by Theodore F. Talbot, Esq. and other citizens of.the county «If Genesee, acting 
as a committee in behalf of the people of that county, representing that divers 
Qutnlges and oppressions have Deen committed on the riabts of persons re
siding in the village of Batavia; and that disturbances- nave ensued which 
are injurious, and may prove destructive to peace and good orc1er in that 
quarler:-Now, therefore, I enjoin it upon you, and each of you, to plU'llUe 
a1I proper and efficient measures for the apprehension of the offenders, an4 
the prevention of future ou~rages •. A:nd I do.~so .requ"!'t ~e.good citizens 
of this state to co-operate With the clVlI authonties In mamtaining the ascen
dancy of law and good order. 

Secuntl P7wlaIIIaIi6B qfflN GOIImwr. . 
WIIBBBAS, it has been represented to me that William Morgan, who was 

unlawfully conveyed from the jail of the county of Ontario sometime in the 
month of September last, has not been fuulld; and that it might have a bene
fical effect in restoring him to his family, and in promoting the detection and 
punishment of the perpetrators of this violent outrage, U, in addition to the 
proceedUJgs heretofore-adopted by me, a proclamation was issued offering a 
specific reward for these PUrp0i8S:-NOID, therefor" in order that the often
dere may b~ brought to condign punishment, and the violated majesty of the 
laws thereby eft'ectusUl vindicated, I do hereby offer, in addition to the as
IJurances of compensation heretofore liven, a reward of three Iwndred tlolltrB 
for the discovery of the offenders, atid a reward .f one hundred dtIllar. for 
the discovery of any and every one «If them-to be paid on conviction; and 
IiIso a further reward of ttIIo hundred dollar. for authentic information of the 
place where the said William Morgan has been conveyed. And I do enjoin it 
upon all aheri1l8, magistrates, anti other officers and ministers of justice, to 
be vipant and active in the discltarge of their duties on this occasion. 

IN witaess whereof; I have hereunto set my hand and the 
L.8. privy seal, at the city of Albany, thia 26th dayofOctober,Anno 

Domini 1.826. • DB WITT CJdlfTOIr. 

Tlird ProdanutHet& of tile G~. 
WIIBBUB, the measures adopted for the discovery of Will_ MOI'fCIIIt 

after his unlawfuhbduction froin Canandaigua in S~mber ~ haYe nc;K , 
been attended with eueetIII; and "berea mauy «If tlie flOOd CItizens of lb-
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etate are under III impression. from the lapse of time and other circumstan. 
("N, tha& he baa been murdered:-NOID, l/weion, to the end that, if Jiving. 
he may be restored tD his family; and if murdered, tbat the perpetratorsmav 
be brought to condign punishment, I have thought fit to issue this proclam.: 
tion, promisiag a rew~ of ONl: TB~USAlin nOLLAIlS for the diKovery of the 
!laid William Morgan, if alive; 1IId, if murdered, a reward of TWO THOUSAND 
DOLL .... ! for the discovery of the offender or offenders: to be paid on convic
tion and on the certiticatc of the attorney general, or officer prosecutmg on 
the part of the state, that the person or persons claiming the said last men
tioned reward is or are justly entitled to the same, under this proclamaliDn. 
And I farther promise a Iree pardon, so liar as I am authorized under t'le 
.. .olls~lUuon of this Itate, to any accomplice or co-operat?r. w~o shall make,
full dlscoyery of the offender or offenders. And I do enJOm It upon all om. 
rerB and ministers of jlllltice, and all other persons, to be vigilant and aChle 
in bringiOlI to justice the pE'rpctrators of a crime so abhorrent to humanity, 
'l.l" so derogatory from the a.ocendency of law and good order. 

hr witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hR.nd and the 
L. A. privy seal, at the city of Albany, this 19th day of March, Anno 

Domini 1827.' DB WITT CLINTON. 

NO. 30. [Referred to in page 21.]_ 
Tile only passenger who went in the stage from Rochester to Lewiston, on 

I he 13th of September, 18:lG, the day, of course, after !\Iorgan was taken away 
I rum Canandaigua, and the day on which he was carried from Rochester to 
l.cwistoo, was a reverend clergyman of Rochester, who officiated in some ca
pacityat the Lewiston installation on the 14th. The stage stopped at Mur
,Iock'~ tavt'm, near the residence of Brown. A boy was immediately deapstch
"d 011 horseback with a note from this gentleman to Brown, and a request that 
he would come withoutany delay on the same horse which the boy had ridden. 
Brown came accordingly, and had a private interview with the reverend gentle
lOaD. ThiS was but a short time before he brought his horaes to the same 
tavern, where he fed them, and waited for the carriage. 

At Buffa.lo, a 1IWl, bigh in office, declared tbat he was IlJltonished that Mil
ler had bllen permitted to go so far in printing the hook; and that if Morgan. 
.hould come there, there were twenty men who would take his life in less 
than half an hour. 

In Attica, a former Blember of the legislature declared as folloWB:-'.f they 
are publishing the true 8ecrets of Masonry, • should not think the lives Of 
balf a. dozen such men as Morpn and Miller of any consequence in BUP-
pressing the work." . 

In Le Roy, a physician, formerly sheriff of the county, declared at a public ta
ble, 'That the book should be suppreaaed if it eost every GD'1-ofthem tlieir Jives.' 

In Batavia, a person holdiDli a respectable office declared to anotber olli
cer-'That Miller's office would not stand there long.' 

A justice of the peace in Le Roy aaid-'1f he coultl catch Mar,.. on the 
bridge in the night he would find the bottom of that mill pond.' 

A jud.tre of the county court of Genesee aaid-'That whatever Morgan's 
tILts miglit have been, he deserved it-he had forfeited his life.' . 

A high priest of the ~er at Le Roy eaid-'That Morgan dt>.ervec1 death
be hoped he had received it-a common death WeB too load for bim.' 

A justice of the peace in Middlebury, a sober, respectable man, said pub
lic1y-'That UllIn had a right to pledge his life;' and tb8ll observed to those 
whO anB,!ered him-'Wbat can you do? what can a rat do with a liont wit • 
.tre your judges? who are your eheriftil1 aocl who will be yOu:J jurymeo'l' 
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