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ON THE VALUE OF MASONIC PUBLICATIONS. 
BY TBB REV, JOHN OSMOND D.UU!,YNE, M.A. 

The following Extract ia copied from the Freemasons' Quarterly 
Review, for Jnne, 18·H, from the Sprech of the Rev. J. Osmond 
Dakeyne, delivered on the occasion of his presiding at the Masonic 
Festival of the Oliver Testimonial at Lincoln, on the 9th of May, 
1844. 

" I nee\I not tell yon, Brethren, what Freemasonry is : before I 
was Initiated, now some twenty yean ago, I had read a good deal 
about what it ia not. I allude to a book published by Professor 
Robison, of Edinburgh, towards the close of the last century, entitled, 
• Proo(s of a Conspiracy,' &c., in which he, with great ingenuity and 
considerable ability, endeavoured to connect Freemasonry with the 
worst features of the illuminati, &c., of the Continent. He was kind 
enough to say that he thought Masonry in England was, in some 
degree, free from the charges he had brought against it. And what 
were those charges ? That we were disloyal, irreligious, and con
spiring to overturn all 1acred and settled institutions I Thia book 
made a great impression ; but that impression is removed. And 
how? By theae books which lie before me !~(Great cheering as the 
Rev. Brother then held up splendidly bound copies of. Dr. Oliver's 
Masonic Work1.) Thet1e have diaaipated for ever the accn.aticns 
brought against our Cra~. Di•loyal I Why, at the very moment 
when Professor Robison published his book, who were the heads of 
our Order ? The chivalrous Earl of Moira, George Prince of Wales, 
and Edward Duke of Kent! .Dialoyal ! Was not George the Fourth 
our Grand Muter? Was not William the Fonrth our Brother and 
Patron ? . Our last Grand Ma1ter wa1 a Royal Duke. The Duke of 
York wu one of the Brotherhood. The King of Hanover ia a Free
mason 1 Would all these princes have belunged to a disloyal society ? 
Are we conspirators to overthrow settled imtitntions ? Who ia the 
present head of the army? The Duke of Wellington I Ay, the 
Duke of Wellington ia a Freemason! Axe we irreligious? The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Primate of all J!;ngland, is a Free· 
mason, and wu once Master of a Bristol Lodge ! But I need not pur
sue these pointa; but sure I am that neither I nor my Rev. Brothers 
near me would be present were it possible to bring any such 
charges to bear against us. These facts, and above all the.e /Jookl, 
have set our Order in its true light. And who wrote these books ? 
Onr friend and Brother and guest, whom we are now assembled 
to honour ? They are the witnesses to his exertion-they are the 
vouchers for his services. Our Brother Goodacre has aptly alluded 
to the spreading of Masonry in the East, and, indeed, over the world. 
Wherever our principles have gone, thither also has passed the name 
of Dr. Oliver, the historian and the aage of Masonry; and contribu
tions to this offering from the distant climes prove in 1ome measure 
that his labours are not unrecognized. '' 
*•*~the End of thil Vol'Ultllefor a lm of Dr. Olitler'• Wot·b oo 

Pruma.om71. 
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PREFACE. 

IKPRESSED with a due sense of the high degree of 
responsibility which is incurred by an attempt to 
illustrate the Science of Masonry, I submit the fol
lowing sheets to my Brethren, in the hope that I 
have placed the Light in so luminous a point of view, 
that, like the glorious Pillar which conducted the 
children of Israel safely out of Egypt, it will enlighten 
the true Mason, without affording a single ray to 
assist the forbidden investigations of those who have 
a desire to penetrate the arcana of Masonry without 
submitting to the legitimate process of initiation. 

f With pure intentions I have used my utmost endea
vours to conceal from the prying eyes of uninitiated 
curiosity those essential points which have constituted 
Masonry into an exclusive system, and will remain 
an impenetrable barrier between its professors and 
the world to the end of time. l Some passages may 
be found whose ultimate sense will even be unin
telligible to the ordinary Mason, and known only to 

1 When the fun Edition of this work Wiii published I 
received several hundred letters of commendation from the 
Fraternity, which encouraged me to proceed in my design of 
elucidating the genenl principles of the Craft ; assured, in 
common with many other acienti6.c brethren in various parts 
of the globe, that the principles, history, and traditions of the 
Order are, and ought to be, subject. of free diaouaaion. 
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him who has been exalted to the Royal Arch. It is 
hoped that the assiduous Brother, by the perusal of 
these pages, will be able to add considerably to his 
stock of knowledge on this comprehensive subject. 
He will find, in the high antiquity of those Emblems 
where all the beauties of Masonry lie concealed, new 
reasons for admiring the judicious mechanism and the 
refined morality of the Science, and will conduct his 
researches with renewed alacrity and spirit on dis
covering that the very same Symbols have been used 
for a similar purpose by every nation and people, and 
in all the secret institutions which have existed from 
the Creation to the present time. 

In tracing the antiquity of these significant Em
blems, we are necessarily plunged deeply into the 
MYSTERIES of ancient ~tions, which, though founded 
on the principles of primitive Masonry, and using the 
same symbolical imagery, were not productive of the 
same results ; because there existed a radical defect in 
their formation, which blighted every genial principle, 
and counteracted the efficacy of emblematical in
struction, which has an express tendency to soften the 
manners and humanize the heart. They were estab
lished for the purpose of placing a secret and uncon
trollable power in the hands of the hierophants and 
mystagogues, and hence every means was resorted to 
which might extend their influence or increase their 
popularity. 

These purposes being foreign to the primitive 
design, innovation followed innovation, each succeeding 
change being a retrograde movement from original 
purity, until, instead of a mild and benevolent religion, 



PBEPACE. ix 

thus renounced by gradual steps to make room for 
superstitions more splendid and imposing, their rites 
of divine worship became fierce and bloody, implacable 
and severe; and this produced a corresponding change 
in the disposition of the heart. Instead of the cheer
ing ray of Hope, from· which comfort and consolation 
were derived by the ancient profell801'8 of ture Ma
sonry, under the pressure of adversity, the degenerate 
race were bowed down with sadness and despair. The 
place of pure devotion was usm-ped by obscene rites 
and ceremonial observances. In a word, LIGHT was 
rejected, and an unfathomable Darknua had taken 
possession of the Soul. Hence, severe penances were 
instituted, which the wretched IJUfferers were taught 
to believe would propitiate the wrath of Heaven ; and 
hence arose also, united with the perverted meaning 
of an ancient prophecy, the horrid custom of san
guinary sacrifices, in which the polluted altars of the 
gods were stained with human gore. 

The mysteries of F.gypt contained all the secrets of 
their religion and politics, and inspired dread and 
terror throughout the world. By the uninitiated they 
were regarded as vehicles of knowledge more than 
human; and the dispensers of them were reputed 
to possess some high and peculiar attributes of the 
Divinity. The initiated themselves were struck with 
a sacred horror at the recollection of those awful 
solemnities which attended their own initiation; and 
dared not even to name or refer to them in familiar 
conversation, lel:!t their indiscretion should elicit the 
summary vengeance of the justly offended deities.11 

1 Horap. 1. ii. od. 3; Liv. 1. xxxi. 

a 3 
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When Grecian philosophy began to prevail, the 
mysteries were applied by wise men to the purpose of 
inquiring more particularly after the nature and 
attributes of the Deity, which, though a legitimate 
pursuit of primitive Masonry, bad yielded to the 
introduction of popular innovations, until the truth 
was o~red under a mass of absurdity and fable. 
Their bold disquisitions varied from the monotony of 
ancient practice, and differed essentially from each 
other ; whence many distinctive varieties were intro
duced into the Lodges or Schools, which never before 
existed ; and the doctrines were di versified according 
to the speculative opinions of each Principal Super
intendent. These Schools bore every character of 
Masonry except that one grand and distinguished 
characteristic which confers life and vigour on all its 
proceedings, the knowledge and worship of the 
Deity. It is highly probable that these philosophers 
had some fa.int knowledge of the true God, but they 
did not worship him as God, preferring the creature 
to the Creator ; and in the lesser mysteries they sub
stituted a rabble of false deities to His total exclusion. 
In taking a brief view of this sucoedaneum for 
Masonry, as it existed in every nation of the world 
before the coming of Jesus Christ,8 we may see to 

• " It would be a delinquency or re1ponsible duty were I not 
upon this interesting occasion to declare my full and unwavering 
conviction that the principles of Masonry, however excellent 
and beneficial to mankind, are in81lfficient tor the true and 
permanent bappineas of those who profese them, if olung to, 
to the exclusion or an entire dependence upon the blood of 
expiation, whioh was once offered in aacrifice upon the altar of 
the CroBB."-(From a &rmOR prwc1wl'" Calcutta, 1827.) 
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what a skeleton of dry bones it wu reduced when 
foreaken by the spirit. 

After Pythagoras bad newly modelled the Myateriee, 
different aects of Masons, or Philoeophers (for ~ 
goras gave the name of Philoeopby as well as Meeou
raneo to our Science•), began to entertain new and 
irreconcilable opinions on the subject. Their specu
Jations were carried on in each Lodge with eager 
avidity, but without adopting a selfish system of 
exclusion. :Each body was in the highest degree 
communicative ; its members were ever ready to 
instruct others in their peculiar dogmas ; and all 
dignified their theories by the plausible pretext of 
searching after truth. They had very indistinct 
notions of the true God, though His Name was not 
unknown to them ; and, entertaining gross and sensual 
ideas of His nat~re, it is no wonder that Vice became 
deified, and that the commission of every unnatural 
lust was not only permitted, but even made a test of 
reverence to the Deity.6 Mercy was by one converted 
into a vice ~ by another, adultery was sanctified ;'1 
and fornication& and suicidell were the common prac-
tice of all -

Thus the purity of Masonry fled from these insti
tutions as they retrograded from the true worship of 
God ; and this purity it was that they in vain endea
voured to recover. They practised vice, but then 
they thought that it was virtue ; they practised the 
worship of false gods or daemons, but they verily 

4 Cic. Tuacul. Qwest. IS; Valer. Maxim. 
• Lucia.n, de Dea Syr. • Laert. in Vit. Zen. 
' Herod. 1 Laert. de Dem.et. 9 Laert. de A.rilt. 
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thought, until later ages, when a few sects diseented 
from the belief; that they were performing a service 
aqceptable to God, by practising the rites of true 
religion through the inte"ention of mediators. And 
hence it is eaay to demonstrate that every resem
blance of Masonry in all parts of the world was pro-
feeeedly, if not practically, devoted to the perfecting 
of man's mental powers, that he might paes through 
a life of virtue here to the full enjoyment of it in a 
future state. 

Under what denomination soever our Science baa 
been known in the world ; under what form soever it 
may have been practised from the fall of man to the 
present time, it baa always been. understood to have a 
distinct referenoe to the worship of God, and the moral 
culture of man. Whether it were received under the 
appellation of Phoe, Lux, Synagoge, Mystery, Philo
eophy, Geometry, Meeouraneo, or Maeonry ; whet.her 
practised by the antediluvians, the Patriarchs, the 
Idolaters, the Jews, the Essenes, or the Chrietiane,
in all ages and among all people it poeaeeaed the same 
reference to the prominent trutha of religion. The 
idolatrous myeteriee--which were the moat perfect 
imitation of Maeoni'y that could be practised by those 
who had renounced its distinguishing principles, along 
with the true worship of God-were founded to 
preserve amongst mankind the nominal practice of 
religion, although the incense might be offered to 
demons on a polluted altar ; and they were usually 
celebrated in conjunction with the rites of Divine 
worship. Th'Us were they generally applied to the 
purpose of perpetuating a knowledge of the Divinity, 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 



PB'BFACE. xiii 

and the doctrine of a future state of rewards and 
punishments ; as well as to fix in the minds of the 
uninitiated vulgar, a deep and solemn reverence for 
the duties of religion. IO 

It is scarcely nece1111ary to enlarge on this point, 
beca1l8e the fact is universally notorious ; nor ahall I 
discuss the unessential difference in each of these 
Mysteries, as that would involve many U8eless repeti
tions, for their nature and object were universally the 
same. The characteristic propensities of a people. the 
state of their progress from barbarism to civilization, 
their intellectual attainments, the character of their 
government, or their intercourse with other nations, 
might and did create some distinction in the cere
monial, but the great essentials, broadly struck out 
by the Oabiric priests, did never vary. The same 
primary doctrines as were inculcated by the founders, 
remained in the reign of Theodosius, though the 
ceremonial had become polluted with every species of 
abomination and uncleanness. If Masonry, or its 
Spurious substitute, be considered under the worst 
and most forbidding forms, it invariably preserved 
the moral dogmas and institutes of each national 
religion. 

It is true that false religion pl'Oduced false Masonry; 
and the latter, faithful to the principles by which it 
was supported, proceeded no farther than an idolatrous 
worship would sanction. In a word, the Mysteries 
were the only vehicles of religion throughout the 
whole heathen world ; and it is probable that the 
very name of religion might have been obliterated 

10 Strab. Geogr. 1. i. 
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from amongst them, but for the support it received by 
the periodical celebrations, which preserved all the 
forms and ceremonies, rites and practices of Divine 
worship ; and the varieties of custom in this parti
cular constituted the sole difference betwixt the 
spurious Freemasonry of different nations. 

Wheresoever the Mysteries were introduced they 
· retained their primitive form, adapted to the customs 
and usages of the national religion ; and if varied in 
some unimportant points, it was to commemorate 
certain extraordinary performances of the tutelary 
deities, or to perpetuate some remarkable circwn
stance attending their first institution in a particular 
country. 

Hence the same or similar ceremonies, which were 
applied to Osiris and Isis in Egypt, the great source 
of secret and mysterious rites,11 were celebrated in 
Greece, in honour of Bacchus and Rhea ; at Eleusis 
they were applied to Ceres and Proserpine ; in Tyre 
and Cyprus, to Adonis and Venus ; in Pel'llia, to 
Mithras and Mithra ; in India, to Maha Deva and 
Sita ; in Britain, to Hu and Ceridwen ; in Scandi
navia, to Odin and Frea ; and in Mexico, to Tlaloc 
and the Great Mother : for these appear to be but 
different names for •he same deities, aud most pro
bably referred to Noah and the .Ark. They were all 
originally the same system, founded on primitive 
Masonry, but being deteriorated by false worship, bore 
a very imperfect resemblance to the Divine pattern. 
They all, however, preserved a disguised tradition of 
the Creation and Fall of man, and the universal Deluge; 

11 Lucian, de Dea S;yr. 

4 
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they used as most significant emblems, the Theological 
Ladder ; the Triple Support of the U niversa.l Lodge, 
called by Masons, Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty ; 
the Point within a Circle, and many other legitimate 
·emblems of Masonry; they used the same form of 
Government ; the same system of secrecy, allegory, 
and symbolical instruction : all tending to the same 
point, the practice of moral virtue. None were 
admitted without previous probation and initiation ; 
the candidates were bound by solemn oaths, united by 
invisible ties, taught by Symbols, distinguished by 
Signs and Tokens ; and, impelled by a conscientious 
adherence to the rules of the Order, they professed to 
p~ise the most rigid morality, justice towards men, 
and piety to the gods. 

In treating on all the points connected with these 
Symbols, I trUBt it will be acknowledged that in this 
CoUl'Be of Lectures I have not removed the veil which 
conceals a single forbidden secret ; that I have not 
exposed to the public gaze a single word, letter, or 
~haracter, which may tend to excite sensations of 
alarm in the bosom of the most rigid and fastidious 
Mason ; but that I have endeavoured modestly to 
illust1'8.te such points and symbols as may lhow the 
beauty of the System, and convince mankind at large 
that Masonry is really what it professes to be, an 
Order of Peace, Harmony, and Brotherly Love.12 

12 In reference to the expressed approbation of the Craft 
already referred to, I 11Ubjoin a few extracts from my volu
minous correspondence, all of which confirm my view of the real 
tendency of Symbolical Masonry. Bro. William.Madoa;, Eaq., GrfYIJe 
Lane, Oam.berioeU, W. M. 276, wrote thua m 1826: "With feelings 
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I have been scrupulously careful about the ad
mission of a single sentence from the peculiar Lectures 
of Masonry which has not already appeared in a 
printed form in one or other of our legitimate pub
lications. It is true the following pages contain much 
genuine Masonry; but it is not marked by the uRe of 
a distinguishing type, and is distributed with so much 
precaution as to render fruitless the attempt of an 
uninitiated person to determine where it is conoealed ; 
while to the assiduous Mason's view it lies open and 
exposed. To him it is like a burning and a shining 
Light, elevated on a lofty candlestick, and darting 
its pure and perfect rays to enlighten and invigorate 
the Soul 

I conclude this Preface in the words of Brother 
W ellins Calcot, who published some disquisitions on 
Freemasonry in 1769 :-"However anxious and rest
less the busy and invidious may be, and whatever 
attempts they may make to traduce our Institution 

of considerable pleuure I have penued your little work of 'The 
Star in the Eaet;' the motive of the publication or which is aa 
gratifying aa the triumphant manner in which you have proved 
the holy allia.nce of Masonry and Religion." Bro. Nit:hdaa .LtJe 
Turre, AtlOn Daa«t, O:xx>n: "The interest I have felt in the 
pernaal of your former publications, added to the instruction I 
have derived from them, leade me to hail with pleasure the 
forthcoming Lectures on Masonry," &c. &c. Bro. Joupk Shri.gky, 
W. M. 627, LfmcaaUr: "Your zealous endeavours in the cause 
of Masonry, entitle you to every respect from the whole Frater· 
nity ; and I hope you will live long to continue the same 
laudabld' exertions." Bro. &muel O. Olifferd, W. M. 642, 
Killr:ermy: " I am fully persuaded that your propoeed Leoturea 
on Masonry cannot be otherwise than univenally beneficial to 
our ancient and 1Ublime Institution," &o. 
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or discover our mysteries, all their endeavours will 
prove ineffectual. They will still find that the onJy 
means to attain to the knowledge of our mysteries 
are abilities, integrity, firmness, and a due and con
stant perseverance in the great duties of moral and 
social life, in principles of religion and virtue, and 
whatever is commendable and praiseworthy. These 
are the steps, and this the clue, that will lead and 
direct the practisers of such excellencies to the heights 
of Freemasonry, and, while they adhere to them, will 
effectually secure them favour and esteem from every 
able and faithful Brother, and the warmest approbation 
and satisfaction from their own hearts." 





PREF ACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

THB sale of two large Editions of this useful work 
clearly indicates that the progress of Freemasonry, 
as a secret society, is no longer impeded by the plau
sible doubts or sarcastic observations that have been 
studiously cast upon it by envious opponents in less 
enlightened times. It has now taken its legitimate 
place amongst those liberal sciences to which, at the 
present day, a competent portion of popular favour is 
freely extended. From the moment of its revival in 
1717, it has been 8888.iled on all sides by passion and 
prejudice, and a goodly array of objections pertina
ciously urged for the purpose of impeding its genial 
progress, and limiting its power of doing good. False 
friends and deceitful brethren have endeavoured to 
overwhelm it with ridicule, and to weaken its influ
ence, by disseminating fictitious rituals and counter
feit revelations ; while open enemies have attempted 
to cover its professors with confusion by charges of 
disloyalty' infidelity' and unnatural crimes. 

But fortunately we live in an age when free 
inquiry is recommended and encouraged, and the 
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people are enabled by education to jucfge correctly on 
all doubtful or disputed subjects. This degree of 
enlightenment has been peculiarly favourable to 
Freemasonry. Its principles and practices have 
become better known and more clearly understood ; 
the doubts respecting its beneficial tendency are 
greatly diminished ; the accusations of its opposers 
neutralized, if not extinguished ; and all faith, if 
any ever existed, in the pretended Discoveries, 
Catechisms, Keys, and Disclosures, which in the 
eighteenth century were insiduously pressed on the 
notice of the public, is effectually destroyed. 

This result is owing, in a great measure, to the 
numerous authentic publications on the subject 
which distinguish the present era, and furnish ample 
materials to regulate the judgment of every rational 
inquirer ; and the experiment has been attended 
with such success, that prejudice has vanished, 
and' opposition is withdrawn. Not but what it is 
probable that antagonism has operated beneficially 
towards promoting its interests ; for there is much 
truth in the observation of Burke, that " our 
antagonist is our helper." The proportion of learned 
and scientific candidates has abundantly increased 
in recent times ; and as the Institution contains 
nothing but what is really excellent, both in doctrine 
and practice, its principles are developed and carried 
out with an energy and zeal unknown at any former 
period. ' 
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I have been engaged in Masonic pursuits for 
fifty-six years, a.nd have marked the steady progress 
of the Order through various and trying fluctuations, 
including the Anti-Masonic struggle in the United 
States, A. D. 1828-32, when the entire power of 
that .qiighty Republic was arrayed against its very 
existence without effect, to its present triumphant 
position in every quarter of the globe. I remember 
it despised and ridiculed ; I see it respected and 
approved. And it may not be too much to predicate 
that the day is not far distant when the beauty and 
sanctity of its principles will be universally acknow
ledged ; and, like our holy religion, kings will be its 
nursing-fathers, and queens its nursing-mothers, 
taking it under their protection, and extending to it 
the advantage of their patronage and support. 

The present Edition has been carefully revised, 
and considerably improved by the addition of nume
rous Notes, to show the connection of Freemasonry 
with the manners and customs, religion and litera
ture of various nations, both ancient and modern. 
As the science becomes better known it appears 
necessary to fortify its. usages and observances with 
authorities and undesigned coincidences from emi
nent writers unconnected with the Craft, that their 
legitimacy may be accurately determined, and their 
truth manifested by a series of unobjectionable 
evidence. 

Besides, it is a great advantage to the institution 
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that a candidate should have some intimation of its 
nature and design ; and for that purpose the means 
of acquiring it are now considerately placed within 
his reach. Almost every one of its principal f ea
tures has been illustrated and explained in the 
authorized works on Masonry, which are ac<;eesible 
to every inquirer ; and none need take on himself 
its peculiar obligations without first attaining a clear 
understanding of their tendency and aim. And it 
is demonstrable that the perusal of these works has 
induced many to join the society who would oth~
wise have never entertained the most distant idea of 
being initiated, while they remained perfectly uncon
scious that it affords the means of extending their 
enjoyments, and imparting a taste for the peaceful 
pursuits of science, morality, and religion. 

NoBKAN PLACE, LINCOLN. 
JatnVO/f"!l 16, 1857. 
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SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 

LECTURE I. 

THE HlEROGLYPHICAL SYSTEM OF THE ANCIENTS 
CONSIDERED. 

" When first the golden Mom aloft, 
With maiden breezes whiRpering soft, 
Sprung from the East with ro111 wing, 
To kiBB the heavenly first-born Spring ; 
J:mov AH then from hallow'd earth 
Gave Masonry immortal birth."-MAsoNio ODB. 

" Study eagerly the meaning of the hieroglyphics and emblems 
which the Order lays before thee. Even Nature does not always 
unveil her 1100reta ; she must be observed, compared, and fre

~ quently watched with attention in her operatione.-MABONIO 
ExaoBTATIONB, !!'BOK TllB GEBlllAN. 

"How shall I know ---
By signs, tokens, and perfect points of entrance." 

IT has long been my opinion that the most bene
ficial results would ensue to the Science of Free
masonry, were the Masters of Lodges to devote some 
portion of their time to the delh·ery of explanatory 
Lectures on subjects of general interest connected 
with the Institution. Such a practice might be 
the means of elucidating many points on which 
our customary Lectures leave us entirely in the 

B 
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dark. Some years ago a law, emanating from the 
M. W. G. M., passed the Grand Lodge,1 empowering 
every Master to deliver his Lectures "in a language 
suited to the character of the Lodge over which he 
presides," with this only proviso, that the established 
Landmarks be not removed. 2 

This liberal regulation leaves the local discussions 
of our Lodges open to considerable improvement, 
and relieves us from the shackles of a constituted 
form, whose unvar,Ying features, beautiful as they 
are, after a few years' habitual repetition, become, to 
a certain extent, uninteresting; for every human 
composition, how superior soever it may be, palls on 
the mind when the charm of novelty has faded away, 
and at a still more distant period, its salutary im
pression ceases altogether. But a provision like 
that I have just referred to, constitutes a Masonic 

1 December 1st, 1819. 
2 "A Grand Lodge has tbe right and power," our trans· 

atlantic brethren say (Masonic Review, vol. iii. p. 231), " to 
make laws for the government of the Craft within its own 
jurisdiction, provided it keeps within the landmarks of the 
Order ; when its action transcends those venerable laws, it 
ceases to be obligatory upon the Craft, and should be regarded 
with merited contempt. Suppose, for instance, that a Grand 
Lodge were to enact a law authorizing its subordinates to 
initiate a man who was an atheist,-declaring that any negative 
ca.st, because of such an objection, should be thrown aside, and 
the atheist should, notwithstanding the objection, be admitted. 
We ask any intelligent Mason whether such a law would be 
binding upon the Craft !-and if a solitary Lodge on earth could 
be found so recreant to the great principles of the Order as to 
obey such a law, and apply it practically, every other Lodge, 
and every legitimate Mason, would be justified in refusing to 
ACknowledge such an initiate aa a Mason." 
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Lodge into a Literary Society, where every member 
is at liberty to add to the general stock of knowledge 
by promulgating the results of his own inquiries, 
and disseminating among the Brethren the fruits of 
his researches in our ancient and scientific Insti
tution.3 

Masonry contains many points to which such in
quiries may be usefully directed; I shall suggest a,: 

few in the course of these Lectures, and state how 
far my own observations have extended. 

One important question, which appears to have 
been almost wholly disregarded by Masonic writers, 
is : whether Freemasonry be a servile imitation of 
certs.in ceremonies in the ancient idolatrous Mys
teries, as is asserted by some writers ; or whether it 
be the great original from which the Mysteries them
selves were derived. 

On this inquiry I have bestowed much deliberate 
consideration ; for I found it impossible to be satis
fied with practising a science derived from the pol
luted dregs of idolatry. To investigate this im
portant point fully and impartially, I have consulted 

3 In an Essay on the best way of extending the usefulness 
of Freemasonry, published in the "FreemRBons' Magazine," 
U. S., in 18H, the author says, ".AU iftUUigtftt rta<krl may 
kanl clu objuta of Maarmry from bookl, Mid from di1oourses 
delivered in public or in Masonic halls. They may leam how 
it displays itself at the present time,-hiding its venerable head 
in the mist of ages, and ever appearing more youthful : they 
may learn that it has been the messenger to the itUa of pro• 
gralion at the different steps of man's education; to the itUa of 
broclurly low for all mankind, as well for their spiritual aa moral 
exaltation." 

B 2 
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most of the principal mythological writers, both 
ancient and modem, whose works are accessible and 
possess either interest or authority. I have exa
mined with the greatest attention the mysterious 
establishments of all nations in the world, and have 
bestowed infinite pa.ins in collecting, from the insti
tutions of antiquity, the peculiar ceremonies of ini
tiation ; as well as the date of their origin, their 
doctrines, usages and customs, in the hope of eluci
dating this most abstruse point, and detecting the 
fallacy of those pretensions to originality which were 
exhibited in the practice of idolatrous rites in various 
heathen nations. 
· The result of this investigation has introduced 
into my mind a firm persuasion that Freemasonry is 
not, as some authors seem to think,• a scion snatched 
with a violent hand from the ancient mysteries, but, 
in reality, tlie original institution from tckicli all t"'8 
mysteries icere deriw ; because, from their agree
ment in certain essential points which could only be 
obtained from a system of purity and truth, we 
derive ample testimony to establish the fact, that 
the mysteries of all nations were originally the same, 
and diversified only by the accidental circumstances 
of local situation and political economy. 

I admit, without hesitation, that Masonry and 
the Mysteries bear many characteristics in common, 
which point out a. common origination ; but by 

4 Consult Fab. Pag. Idol. b. v. o. 6; Clinch. in Anthol. 
Hibern. 1794; London Magazine, Jan, 1824; P..obison'a Proofs 
of a Conspiracy, p. 20. 
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tracing the latter to their source, separating the 
component parts with a careful hand, and minutely 
analyzing every occult rite and mystic ceremony, it 
will clearly appear that they owe their origin to the 
pure science which we now practice under the desig
nation of Freemasonry.11 The true system of divine 
worship had its accompanying institution of mystery, 
which was coeval with religion, and essential to its 
support. This arrangement was copied by the idola
ters, whose newly-established plans of worship were 
always accompanied by corresponding systems of 
mystery, formed on the same basis, and embracing 
the same principles as the pure system which was 
attached to the primitive religion. As, therefore, 
the trU8 preceded the falae religion, so the Institution 
now called Masonry was anterior to the establish
ment of the mysteries. 

1 Which I have endeavoured to show in the "Antiquities of 
Jrluonry ; " on which publication Bro. Arthur Brown, who sus
tained an imponant position amongat the Craft in Norwich, 
.&.D. 1826, when the first edition of this work appeared, thua 
obaerved in a letter to the author:-" I cannot permit thia 
opportunity to paea without expreeaing the great pleael!re, 
interest, and information I have derived fl'oni the 'Antiquitiea 
of Masonry' and 'The Star in the Eaet,'-more especially the 
latter, 'llihidi. I ngaf'd aa a jetJJel of inutimabk t1alue; for it cer
tainly baa produced in my mind that conviction of the origin, 
nature, and intention, as well as the apirit of Freemasonry, 
which you have BO powerfully and BO beautifally endeavoured to 
eatablish; and it may be gratifying to you to know that this ia 
also the opinion of tho&e brethren who, within my obaerntion, 
ban read the worka. With the above conviction yon will 
readily believe that I anticipate with much pleasure the appear
ance of your proposed Lectures, and I truet that nothing will 
occur to prevent their publication, and I hope at an early period. " 
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It is true many impediments exist to prevent a 
clear and satisfactory 'elucidation of the secret insti
tutions of antiquity. The greater portion of the 
ancient authors who mention them appear to have 
been under the high restraint of that awful mystery 
which the initiated were bound to observe,6 and con
sequently many of the secrets and usages remain 
undiscovered. Enough, however, may be oolleoted 
to convince us of their common origination ; and 
certain· ceremonies and symbols, which bear a sttik
ing resemblance to the rites of Freemasonry, may be 
traced in these institutions, amidst the heterogeneous 
mass of profaneness and impiety which rendered the 
celebration at once disgraceful and obscene. 

The rites of that Science which is now received 
under the appellation of Freemasonry were exercised 
in the antediluvian world ; revived by Noah after 
the Flood ; practised by mankind at the building of 
Babel, conveniences for which were undoubtedly con
trived in the interior of that celebrated edifice ; and 
at the dispersion spread with every settlement, 

6 Diod. Sic. p. 82 ; Horap. I. 2 ; Andoc. de Myst. p. 7 ; 
Meurs. Eleus. o. 20. "The betrayers of the Myeteriea (Mys 
Warburton] were punished capitally and with merciless severity. 
Diagorae the Melian had revealed the Orphic and Eleueinian 
Mysteries ; on which account he pa8aed with the people for an 
Atheist. He likewise diaauaded his friends from being initiated 
into these Rites ; the consequence of which was that the city of 
Athene proscribed him, and set a price upon hie head. And 
the poet Eechylus had like to have been torn in piece. by the 
people on the mere suspicion that, in one of his Scenes, he had 
given a hint of something in the Myeteriea."-(Div. Leg. b. ii. 
s. 4..) 
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already deteriorated by the gradual innovations of 
the Ca.biric priests,'/' and modelled into a. form, the 
great outlines of which a.re distinctly to be traced 
in the mysteries of every heathen nation, exhibiting 
the shattered remains of one true System whence 
they were all derived. 

The rites of idolatry were indeed strikingly similar, 
and generally deduced from parallel practices, pre
viously used by the true Masons; for idolatry was 
an imitative system, and all its ceremonies and doc
tripes were founded on the general principles of the 
patria.rchal religion. 8 The departure from Free-

7 "The Mysteries of the Cabiric Rites," says Sammes, in his 
Britannia, p. 55, " were accounted BO sacred and powerful, 
that whosoever wAB initiated into them immediately reoeived, 111 

they thought, some tJ:traordinary gift.a of holinees, and that in 
all their dsngera they had a present remedy and expedient 
about them to deliver and rescue them ; but that which most 
affected the Phenicians was a confidence they had that those 
religious ceremonies preserved them from dangera by 1ea. 
Therefore it is no wonder that, arriving in Britain, they taught 
the inhabitants that worship to which they held themselves most 
obliged for their safety." 

1 If the patriarch united in hia own person the three offic81 
of king, priest, and prophet, the 1ecret assemblies of idolatry 
were alao governed by a Triad, consilting of thnie supreme 
officers : if primitive Masonry was a system of Light, the 
initiated heathen equally paid divine honours to the Sun, &I 

~he source of light, by eircumambulating in the eout'H of that 
itimit&ary during the ceremony of initiation. The uniformity of 
practice which attended the progrese of error in different nations 
is truly ABtoniHhing. They equally used the Ambrosiai Petrlll 
a.B vehicles of regeneration ; they shrouded their rites nuder 
the impenetrable mask of secrecy ; they possessed the same 
mode of conveying instruction by symbols, allegory, and fable ; 
the as.me repugnance to committing their abstruse secrets to 
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masonry was indeed, at its original corruption, but 
slightly marked. The object was changed by the 
substitution of surreptitious deities, but the cere
monial remained nearly the same. It was only by 
successive, and in some instances very remote inno
vations, that the system at length assumed a dif
ferent character ; and even at its last and most 
corrupted change, many striking points of resem
blance may be traced which unequivocally denote a 
common origination. Hence, however the mysteries 
of different nations might vary in ceremonial ob
servances, they contain certain unchangeable land
marks, which a.re unquestionable evidences that they 
were derived from some true and primitive system; 
for they were nothing but MasoI!ry or Lux, gradually 
perverted to the corrupt purposes of a false and 
spurious worship. 

The system of Signs and Symbols, or picture 
writing,11 which is proposed for illustration in these 

writing ; the l!llllle system of morality ; the l!llllle attaohment to 
amulets, taliamans, and perhaps magic ; and equally inculcated 
the immortality of the soul, and a future state of rewards and 
punishments, which were alike pantomimically exhibited during 
the initiations. See Borl. Comw. p. 174; Fab. Ca.b. c. 10; 
Warb. Div. Leg. b. ii. s. 4; Apul, Metain. 2; Dav. Celt. Res. 
p. 289 ; Ceear. de bel. Gal, I. 6, 18 ; Porph. de Abatin. I. 4. 
a. 2~; Kmmpf. Japan. b. iii. c. 4; Sacontala, Sir W. Jonee'a 
Works, vol. vi. ; Dav. Druids, p. 277; Warb. Div. Leg. b. iv. 
a. 4 ; Brand's Pop. Ant. vol. ii. p. 876 ; Orig. con, Cela. I. 8. 

9 Hieroglyphioa are emblems or 1igns of divine, 8&Cred, or 
supernatural things, by which they are diatingnished from oom· 
mon symbols, which are aigna of sensible or natural things. 
Hermes Triamegistus is commonly esteemed the inventor of 
hieroglyphics ; he firat introduced them into the Heathen theo• 

l 
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Lectures, was adopted into every mysterious insti
tution, for the purpose of concealing the most sublime 
secrets of religion from the prying curiosity of the 
vulgar,10 to whom nothing was exposed but the 
beauties of their moraJity.11 "The old Asiatic style 
so highly figurative seems, by what we find of its 
remains in the prophetic language of the sacred 
writers, to have been evidently fashioned to the mode 
of the ancient hieroglyphics ; for as in hieroglyphic 
writing the sun, moon, and stars were used to repre
sent states and empires, kings, queens, and nobility ; 
their eclipse and extinction, temporary disasters or 
entire overthrow ; fire and flood, desolation by war 
and famine ; plants or animals, the qualities of par
ticular persons, &c. • so, in like manner, the holy 

logy, from whence they have been transplanted into the Jewish 
and Chriatian. Sacred things, 1&y1 Hippocratea, should only 
be communicated to aacred persona. The Egyptians communi· 
cated to none but their kings and prillllta, and thoae who were 
to auooeed to the prieathood and the crown, the l8Cl'8tll of nature 
and the myateriee of their morality and hiatory ; and this they 
did by a kind of Cabala, which, at the aame time ibat it in· 
atructed them, only amuaed the rest of the people. Hence ihe 
uae of hieroglyphica or myatic figures to veil their morality, 
politics, &c., from prolime eyes.-Spon. 

10 " To illustrate one thing by its resemblance to &Dother .baa 
been always the most popular and efHC8Cious art of iDBtructiou. 
There ia, indeed, no other method of teaching that of which any 
one is ignorant but by means of something already known ; 
and a mind ao enlarged by contemplation and inquiry, ihat it 
baa always many object.I within its view, will aeldom be long 
without aome near and familiar image through which au eaay 
trauaition may be made tO truths more diataut and obacure. "
(Idler, No. Si.) 

11 .Rams&J"a Travels of Cyl'll8, b. iii. 
B 3 



10 SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 

prophet.a call kings and empires by the names of the 
heavenly luminaries ; their misfortunes and over
throw are represented by eclipses and extinction ; 
Ital's falling from the firmament are employed to 
denote the destruction of the nobility ; thunder and 
tempestuous winds, hostile invasions ; lions, bears, 
leopards, goats, or high trees, leaders of armies, con
querors, and founders of empires : royal dignity is 
described by purple or a crown ; iniquity by spotted 
garments ; error and misery by an intoxicating 
draught ; a warrior by a sword or bow ; a powerful 
man by a gigantic stature ; and a judge by balance, 
weights, and measures. In a word, the prophetic 
style seems to be a speaking hieroglyphic.1~ 

11 Warb. Div. Leg. b. iv. s. 4. A Vflry interesting account ia 
given by the author of "An Expedition to the Salt Lake" 
(p. !164), of the perfection which the North American Indian• 
ban attained in the uae of Signe and Symbols, by which an 
interoonrae, though of a limited characte!', may be held between 
tribes who are perfect atrangera to each other's tongue. The 
-ne which he deaoribel is picturesque :-"After partaking of 
such food as could be hastily prepared for them," be aaya, " the 
principal men seated themselves on the ground in & circle 
around the camp·fire in front of the tent, and the pipe of peace 
was filled and duly circulated in regnlar RUCCe88ion. Our 
esteemed friend Major Bridger was -Wei among us. Although 
intimately acquainted with the language of the Crows, Black
feet, and moat of the tribea West and North-west of the Rocky 
Mounb.in Chain, he was unable to speak to either the Sioux or 
Cheyennes in their own tongue, or that of any tribe which they 
could underat.and. N otwithst&nding thia, he held tbe whole 
oirole for more than an hour perfectly euobained, and evidently 
moet deeply interested in a conversation and narrative, the 
whole of wbioh waa carried on without the utterance of a aingle 
word. The simultaneous exclam&tions of surprise or intel'Mt, 
and the occasional burata of heariy laughter, showed that the 
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The whole mythical system of Pytb.agoras was ex
pressed by Signs and Symbols, which the initiated 
understood, while the rest of the world, though in 
the midst of light, remained enveloped in the im
penetrable shades of darkness.13 His secrets were 
forbidden to be committed to writing, and were 
delivered orally from one to another as ineffable 
mysteries.it The Pythagoreans, llO famous for their 
silence, conversed with each other chiefly by signs :u 

whole party perfectly understood not only the theme, but the 
minuti1111 of the pantomime exhibited before them. I looked on 
with close attention, but tbe signs to me were for the most part 
altogether unintelligible. Upon after inquiry, I found that this 
language of Signs is universally understood by &11 the tribes." 

13 Jambl. c. 34. 
14 "The secrecy of ta. Order is urged as an objection against 

118. We would jun My, that were all eeoreay removed, the In-
1titution would cease to exist : for aecrecy is the esaenoe of 
Freemasonry. But we are reminded of the Scripture a.dmoni· 
tion, 'Let your light so shine before men, that they llll\Y see 
your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
This, however, speaks of 1DOl'U onJ:u, and baa no relation to our 
eecret ties ; lo tAe fruit, and not to the tree. And so say we, 
brethren. May our good works withstand the minutest inapeo
tion, and go forth without spot or blemish, that othera may 
admire and profit by our example."-(Bro. Myers, U. B.) 

16 Silence wae a monastic, as well ae 11. masonic, virtue ; and 
"lll'e are told of persons who carried stones in their mouths that 
they might learn to obeerve duly this injunction of silenoe. 
Lindwood giYes the following curious reason for silence : "Si.kn· 
IMfm : quod est jUMtitille cul.1.us." In consequence, therefore, 
of this prohibition from exhortation, advioe, and every kind of 
communication, it became necessary that they should do by 
·Bignl what they could not effect by words. These signs were 
not optional, but transmitted from antiquity, and taught like. 
the alphabet ; the use of them wae, however, prohibited when 
lilence was commanded.-(Fosbr. Monach, c. 27.) 
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a practice which was adopted, not only as an uni
versal language, but to conceal from the ~aar their 
peculiar doctrines and modes of thinking. Symbol
ical instruction, which was found so useful in im
pressing on the mind the most dilated and compre
hensive truths, that it had been adopted from 
Masonry into all the mysteries, was in high esteem 
with Pythagoras :16 for he said, in treating of all 
things divine and human, the vaatness of such a 
complicated subject demanded short symbols to help 
and assist the memory17. This system was attended 
with other very important advantages. The method 
of communicating ideas by signs and symbols had in 
all ages given its possessors a decided advantage over 
the rest of the world; for, "as generals use watch
words to distinguish their soldiers from others, so it 
is very adv~ntageous to communicate to friends and 

ts "The most ancient," eays Stanley (Hist. Phil. vol. iii. 
part 1. p. 112), "and such as were cotemporary with and dis
ciples to Pythagoras, did not compose their writings intelligible, 
in a common vulgar style, familiar to every one ; as if they 
endeavoured to dictate things readily perceptible by the hearer, 
but consonant to the silence decreed by Pythagoras conceming 
divine mysteries, which it is not lawful to speak of before tho11e 
who were not initiated ; and thenfore clouded both their mutual 
discoul'M8 and writing• by symbols ; which, if not expounded 
by those that proposed them, by a regular interpretation, 
appear to the hearers like old wives' proverbs, trivial and 
foolish ; but being rightly explained, and, instead of dark, ren
dered lucid and conspicuous. to the vulgar, they discover an 
admirable se1111e, no less than the di•ine oraclea of Pythian 
Apollo; and give a divine inspiration to the Philologists that 
understand them." 

' 7 Laerl. vit. Pyt.h. 
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brothers some peculiar signs and symbols as distinc
tive marks of a society.18 These amongst the 
Pythagoreans were a chain of indissoluble love."111 

The Druids also possessed a profound system of 
hieroglyphics, the principles of which were commu
nicated with great reluctance, even to the Epoptre 
themselves. The characters of this species of symbol 
were borrowed from the appearance of natural objects, 
and chiefly from the vegetable creation. " Thus, of 
a man who possessed an expanded mind, it would be 
said, lie is an Oak; of another, who was liable to be 
intimidated, was irresolute and wavering, Ae u an 
Aspen-leaf; or of a third, who was hollow and deceit
ful, lie is a R68d."20 The knowledge of these symbols 
was properly denominated mystery ; and the initiated 
were strictly forbad to commit any portion of it to 
writing.21 

This method of concentrating the secrets of their 
order, and fixing them permanently in the recollec
tion by means of visible images, was adopted to 
prevent the uninitiated« from acquiring improperly 

18 " These are aspirations after the Ideal ; glimpses of that 
truth and beauty which the eoul seeks afier, and of which the 
prototype exists but in hel\ven. The Ideal is to us as a bright 
particular star which we fancy we shall grasp if we reach the 
top of the mountain, and so we still toil on, up and still 
upwards for ever ; love, if it be true love, supplying the motive 
to persist, even though the higher we asoend the more diatant 
it appears, the more hopeless our pursuit. "-(Chrietian Art. 
vol. i. xvi.) 

1e Stanley's Life of Pyth. b. iv. o. 1. 
:ao Davies' Celt. Res, p. 247. 11 Cesar de bel. Gal. 1. 6. 18. 
11 The ignorant Britons were eaeily impl'81118d with superati-

- 1iil 
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any insight into their occult rites and disquisitions. 
Whatever was valuable in the system of Druidism 
was embodied in some visible ·and picturesque object, 
which thus became a depository of important truths. 
Hence, almost everything they saw could read them 
a lecture on morality ; and hence inanimate matter 
was said to speak with the lips of knowledge ; and 
contemplation was assisted and enforced in every 
situation by the actual presence of those silent yet 
eloquent teachers of wisdom. 

Geometrical figures, as lines, angles, squares, a.nd 
perpendiculars, were ranked amongst the symbols of 
Druidism, as well as of Freemasonry. " As the 
Druids had no enclosed temples, thinking them in
consistent with the majesty of the gods, so neither 
had they any carved images to represent them, and 
for the same reason ; but instead thereof rude stones 
were erected in their· places of worship, at some 
mystic, significant distance, and in some emblematio 
number, situation, and plan ; sometimes in rigkt 
lines, sometimes in aquaNJ1, ·sometimes in trianglu, 
sometimes in both ; now single and fifty paces dis
tant or more from the circles ; or eminently taller 
than the rest in the circular line, an~ making a part 
of it like portals, not only to shape the entrance, 

tioua reverence for theee profound secrets-; for at the period of 
the Roman inyuion under Cllllar, they were still extremely rude 
in their diet and mode of life.-(Strabo. 1. 4; Diod. Sic. l. 4.) 
Some went entirely naked (Xiphil. 1. 21); others were clothed· 
in the skina of beasts (Cesar. 1. 5. c. 1'); and the state in which 
they were fou11d induced the Romana to style them barbarians. 
HerodiaD. l. 8 ; Pomp. Mela. l. 8. c. 6. 
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but also to hallow those that entered : it appearing 
by many monuments, that the Druids attributed 
great virtue to these passages between rocks."" 

This custom was practised in its greatest perfec
tion, and consequently with the most triumphant 
success, in Egypt, the land of allegory as well 
as superstition.24 Those astonishing specimens of 
human art and ingenuity which still remain in that 
country to excite our wonder and admiration (not 
to mention the sphinges, the obelisks, the catacombs, 
and other minor, though stupendous, masses of archi· 
tecture) ; the gigantic pyramids, one of which, say 
the Copts, was erected by Ham, and another by 
Shem, a.re generally regarded either as having been 
intended for tombs, or repositories for hidden treasure 
in times of public agitation. Some, indeed, have 
conjectured that they were buildings appropriated to 
the occult purpose of practising magical arts, and 
the construction of talismans e.nd charms. The 
truth, however, is, that they were places principally 
used for the celebration of the mysteries, which were 
of great importance in Egypt, and derived additional 

u Borl. Corn. b. ii. o. 17. 
" "Oertainly of all men that suffered from the confwlion or 

Babel, the Euptians found the best evasion ; for though words 
were oonfounded, they invented a language of things, and spake 
unto each other by common notions in nature ; whereby they 
discoursed in silence, and were intuitively understood from the 
theory ot their Exp'l'e&lleS. For they assumed the shapes of 
animals common unto all eyes ; and by their conjunctions and 
oompoaitions were able to communicate their conceptions unto 
any that co·apprehended the Syntaxis of their natures."
(Pseudodoxia. cu.) 
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celebrity from the splendour, solidity, or costliness of 
the place which was devoted to their solemnization. 
Now the quadrangular pyramid contained many 
mysterious and symbolical references. It was sup
posed to allegorize the soul, or the principle of im
mortality. And this opinion was not peculiar to 
Egypt, but was admitted by the Indians, the Chinese, 
and in the extremest regions of the West ; for the 
high Altar of Vitzliputzli, in Mexico, was pyra
midal ;~ as was also the celebrated 'l'emple at Nan
kin. Sphinges were erected in the front of temples 
and places of initiation, as we are informed by 
Clement, of Alexandria, e6 to denote that all sacred 
truth is enfolded in enigmatical fables and alle
gories.27 

In their initiations, the Egyptians informed the 
candidate, as a.n ineffable secret, that the mysteries 

16 Thus described by Stephens (Travels in Yucatan, vol. i. 
p. 181) : "It is 60 feet high, and 100 feet square at the base; 
and, like the mounds at Palenque and Uxmal, it is an artificial 
structure, built up solid from the plain. Four grand staircases, 
eaeh 20 feet wide, ascended to au esplanade within 6 feet of the 
top. These staircases are in a ruinous condition ; the steps are 
almost entirely gone, and we climbed up by means of fallen 
stones and trees growing out of its sides. The summit was a 
plain stone platform, 15 feet square. It had no structure upon 
it, nor were there vestiges of any. Probably it was the great 
mound of sacrifice, on which the priests, in the sight of the 
assembled people, cut out the hearts of human victims." 

ta Lib. 5. c. 4. 
17 In India a secret language was used in the mysteries, which 

was called Devanagari, a word compounded of D611a, divine, and 
Nagari, a city ; and this language was boldly asserted to have 
been revealed to them by the Deity himself.-(Maur. Ind. Ant. 
vol. iii. p. 896.) 
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were received from father Adam, Seth, and Enooh ; 
and in the chief degree the perfectly initiated aspi
rant was termed, from the name of the Deity, AL
OM-JAH; pronounced Allhawmiyah. After the 
initiatioii was fully completed, figs and honey were 
presented to the candidate, accompanied by this 
maxim, TRUTH is au:eet.u. 

The characteristic property of these mysteries 
was SBCB.EBY. Hence sprang the innumerable Em
blems and hieroglyphica.l Symbols with which they 
a.bounded ;t9 hence the great personification of 

• A writer in the "Freemasons' Quarterly Review," drawa 
the following ingenious comparison between Free111&110nry and 
Truth : "Such has been the fate of Truth upon the earth, that 
it requires an immense deal of time and perseverance ere she 
oan make her way through the dense clouds of Prejudice. Ber 
iirst steps have always been counteracted by obstacles which 
repulsed her a thousand times before she could surmount them. 
Nevertheless, she advances imperceptibly every day--.Jie ac
quires new strength ; and we shall soon see her triumph11ntly 
overspread the earth. So it ia with Freemasonry : sometimes 
persecuted, and afterwards tolerated ; sometimes e&lumniated, 
at other times patronized ; yet it will triumph at last over all 
it~ enemies, by persuading the world that it is instituted for the 
benefit of man. We see it already, like the great planet that 
illuminates the Universe, pouring forth torrents of light on the 
very blasphemers who dared at first to outrage the sanctity of 
its dogmas." 

111 " It is eMy to prove," says an American brother, "that 
the Egyptians only used hieroglyphics at first to transmit the 
knowledge of their laws, their customs, and their history, to 
posterity. It waa nature and neceSBity, not art and choice, 
that produced the several kinds of hieroglyphic writing. The 
Egyptians used them becsuse they itnew not letters. If this 
people had first invented alphabetic writing they would have 
been too sensible of ita excellence to use any other." 
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Silence or Taciturnity so frequently recurring on all 
their sculptured monuments ; and hence their inces
sant reference to Darlcness, which was an emblem 
expressive of the profound secresy under which 
the initiated were bound by solemn obligations, 
enforced by denunciations of rigorous penalties. 
The Symbol of this darkness resembled a Mason's 

Trou:el. 30 ~ • 

The reason assigned for this jealousy has been 
revealed to us by Apuleius. He says, that in a sub
sequent part of his own initiation, the hierophant 
produced certain m!JBterious writings, or Tracing 
Boards, wkick contained Symbols e:.cplanator9 of tke 
wko'le S9stem, expressed by figures of animals, and 
secret marks, interwoven with apparent intricacy: 
now revolving like a wheel ; now turned inwards 
and crowded together, tkat tke hidden meaning migkt 
be ejf ectuall!f concealed from tke pr9ing curioait9 
of tke uninitiated. 31 'J.1he symbolical instruction3~ of 
Egypt was of unlimited extent : everything in nature, 
everything mysterious, every branch of science, each 
technical phrase, and each component part of the. 

30 Ahmed hen Washih. 11 Met.am. 1. 2. 
31 Professor Lawson, a learned brother in the United States 

of America, well expresaee this principle. He says, "Our 
symbolic language places the Mason at once in communion with 
his brethren over the wide earth. The sun scarcely shines on a 
spot where a masonic tign would not call up brothers as by 
magic. We could not be thrown amid any people-even hurled 
in the fury of a storm on ttle coast of a foreign nation-without 
meeting at the first step with a brother, in whose hands we 
could trust even our lives.'' 
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mysteries, were expressed by a significant and appro
priate Symbol" Hence arose the complicated in
aeriptions on tombs, obelisks, and temples ; which are 
generally mere historical reco~s, pointing out the 
name of the builder, with the addition of such moral 
precepts as the genius of the founder might suggest, 
and bearing a reference to the circumstances which 
occasioned the construction of the edifice. u 

'" Mr. Layard uya that in ancient Aeayria, "the Sun, Moon, 
and Stare are common emblems on cylinders of all epochs. They 
were adopted by the Persians ; are found on ooine and geftlll of 
the Saasanian period ; passed from the Persians to tbe Arabs ; 
and are etill preserved in _the insignia of the Turka. The 
numerous symbols and figures which occur on Assyrian and 
Babylonian cylinders evidently refer to a mythological system; 
but a particular notice of them would lead me into an unsuitable 
digression."-(Nineveh, vol. ii. p. 446.) 

34 " If they wished to exprees a powerfu~ brave, cunning, 
and avaricious king, they painted the figure of a man with the 
head of a lion, pointing with one of his fingers to a fox before 
him. If they wished to expreBB the attributes of undentand· 
ing, sagacity, and wisdom, they represented a man with the 
head of an elephant, pointing with one of his fingers to a sitting 
ape. If they wished to give him the attributes of justice, 
generosity, and liberality, they drew a man with a bird's head, 
and before him a balance, a sun, and a moon. If they meant to 
represent him cruel, faithless, and ignorant, they gave him a 
dog's, ass's, or boar's head, with a pot of fire and a sword before 
bim. A man of perfect wisdom and undentanding, aooom· 
plished in all his ways, and without the least blame, was painted 
with a beautiful face, with wings like an angel, holding in his 
hands a book, in which he looked, a sword and a balance, and 
behind him two vases, one of them full of water and the other 
of blazing fire, under his right foot a ball with a crab painted 
on it, and under his left a deep pot full of serpents, scorpions, 
and different reptiles, the covering of which had the shape of an 
eagle's head."-(Ben Washih's Hierogl.) 
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Among this people everything was enveloped in 
mystery, the key to which was initiation. The hid
den meaning of the Egyptian hieroglyphics is now 
pretty well known, and appears to be as follows : . 
The world, governed by the providence of God, was 
symbolized by a circle, with a hawk-headed serpent 
in its centre. The sun, by a man or child enthroned 
upon the lotos or water-lily. Honour and victory, 
by a palm-tree; power and authority, by a rod or 
staff; secresy, by a grasshopper ; knowledge, by an 
ant; fecundity, by a goat; aversion, by a wolf; 
instability, by a hyena ; malice, by a crocodile ; 
destruction, by a mouse ; and deformity, by a bear. 
Plenty was represented by the right hand with the 
fingers open ; and protection, by the left hand closed. 
Ignorance was depicted by a light spot in the midst 
of a darkened surface. If the omnipresence of God 
was dilated on, the idea was comprehended under 
the form of an infinitely extended circle, whose 
centre is everywhere, but whose circumference is 
nowhere. His omnipotence was designated by a 
human foot; and his boundless mercy, by a cherub. 
Did the initiated refer to the four elements, they 
were portrayed by certain prismatic colours : fVhite 
represented the air; Blue, the water; Purple, the 
earth ; and Crimson, the fire. Again, the visible 
characters used to represent the elements were these : 

~ Air;. M\M Water; I Earth;. ~ Fire; 

~the Four Elements.» 

16 "There is still another remark," says Bro. Rosenberg, " with 
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Did they contemplate the creation of the world, 
it was fixed in their minds under the idea. of the 
supreme serpent-god Cneph, ejecting from his mouth 
an egg.311 Did they embody in their imagination 
the hero-god Osiris, he was ever present under 
the form of a bull, which was considered an incar
nation of the god, and a symbol of the sun. If his 
mystical death and subsequent reviviscency were the 
subject of their devout thoughts, these fundamental 
points were figured under a butterfly, and the physi
cal changes which distinguish that remarkable insect. 
If they contemplated the same mythological person
age in the character of the sovereign of the uni verse, 
he was designated by a sceptre and an eye ; if under 
the form of the sun, he was symbolized by a frog ; 
or, of the Great Father rising regenerated from the 
waters of the deluge, the symbol was the same 

regard to the terrestrial globe. We have spoken of the birth, 
life, and death of man ; we have oonsidered man aa a world in 
miniature ; being oompoeed of the same elements ; and that 
similar revolutions take place in the terrestrial globe aa in man. 
Terrible revolutions have been caused in the terrestrial globe 
by the three elements of tooter, fire, and air; the history of 
wch revolut.ions are lr.nown. Their existenoe is equally so; but 
the beginning and end of the world are mysteries which are 
hid, and which are only known to the Grand Arohiteot of the 
Universe." 

• Eroa waa in the beginning from Chaos and Tellus, like 
Ilo8oe in Sanchoniatho, and waa the principle that brought 
things into harmony out of Chaoe or confusion ; and the perBOn 
feigned by the fabulists to be this deity waa some eminent per
eonage who had exoelled in ability to temper and moderate the 
minds of men ; who had gonmed hi1D8el( and taught others to 
lin in peace and harmony. 
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reptile emerging from the lotos. The Zodiac was 
considered as the Great Assembly of the twelve 
gods,-the sun being supreme, and the planets his 
attendants. The human soul was depicted by a 
hawk ; and the universe, by a beetle. Life by this 

figure,~· It was also represented by that celebrated 

symbol, the Crux Ansata, 9 .n ~ represented 

Death ; @[;'"" Sin ; 'J1. Angel ; and ~ Devil. 

If immortality were the subject of their contempla
tion, it was engrafted on their minds by the idea 
of a serpent annually casting and renewing his skin. 
And if their hearts were exalted to the eternal God, 
seated on his throne in heaven, he was fi.,aured as an 
august Being of a purple colour, shadowed with 
beams of glory.38 

Such is an outline of the hieroglyphical system of 
Egypt, which formed the actuating principle of their 
scheme of politics as well as religion ; but it was 
stained with licentiousness and obscenity, which ulti
mately brought upon it the execration of the wise 
and good. I must not omit to mention, however, 

n "This sign," says Sir Archibald Edmonstone (Journey to 
the Two Oases of Upper Egypt, p. 109), "originally signifying. 
Life, would appear to be adopted as a Christian emblem, either 
from its similarity to the shape of the cross, or from its being 
considered the symbol of a state of future existence." 

38 Hor. Apo!. Hierogl. ; Apul. Metrun. ; Ahmed hen Washih ; 
Plut.; Jamb!. de Myst.; Plut. de laid. et Osir.; Porph. vit. 
Pyth. ; Died. Sic. Bibi. ; Philo. Byblius apud Euseb. de pnep. 
evan.; Clem. Alex., &o. 
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that this people contrived to embody the whole of 
their symbols in one mystical diagram, which was 
esteemed a. constellation of the secrets perpetuated 
in the mysteries. I subjoin the emblem, which was 
termed the Grand Hermesia.n Anaglyph ; a.nd I 

think we have sufficient data. to prove that it was 
used in the religious mysteries of Egypt to illustrate 
and explain the resurrection from the dead, and the 
doctrines of salvation through the vicarious atone
ment of a. Mediator.39 

• I have carefully studied this extraordinary hieroglyphic; 
and at my death there will be found amongst my papers an 
unpublished manuscript of 215 piiges, oontaining a. mass of 
evidence in support of the hypothesis mentioned in the text. 
I have considered uriatim the origin and reference of the Her· 
meeia.n Freemuonry ; and the application of this symbol, not 
only in its general signification, but in the emblematioal mean· 
ing of ite oomponent pa.rt.a, which I have divided into three 
distinct series of hieroglyphics ; each portion being connected 
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The system of symbolical instruction in all other 
mysteries was commensurate with this. The em
blems which Masons now make use of, as the secret 
repositories of their treasures of morality, 40 were 
adopted by the ancients in very early times, as Signs 
and Symbols ; and were even substituted for alpha
betical characters.41 Thus, in the ancient alphabet 

by a homogeneity of plan that affords considerable facility to 
the interpretlltion of ita hidden reference. And it is accordingly 
found to embody a sequence of facts which include every prin
cipal point that we are taught by revelation to believe necessary 
for securing eternal happiness in the heavenly mansion pre
pared by the Redeemer for the future residence of his faithful 
followers. These are, the doctrines of a Lawgiver sent from 
heaven to instruct mankind in the way to eternal life ; the 
divine unity and trinity ; a deliverance :&-om sin, symbolized by 
the salvation of Noah and his three sons in the Ark ; the 
resurrection from the dead, figured in the Euresis of the mys
teries ; and the Redemption of man by the appearance of a 
Mediator, and his Atonement on the cross. 

40 In our present system of Freemasonry the Signs and Sym
bols are peculiarly significant ; but they are so well understood 
by the Fraternity that it will scarcely be necessary to enumerate 
them in detail. Every one knows the moral reference of the 
ornaments, furniture, and jewels, both moveable and immove
able ; of chalk, charcoal, and clay ; of lily-work, net-work, and 
pomegranates, &c. &c. 

41 Diod. Sic. l. 3. c. l. The secret method of writing used by 
the ancients has been adopted in modern times for both political 
and social purposes. Trithemius, in his letters to Arnoldus 
Bosticus, mentions so many extraordinary methods of secret 
information, that Frederick II., Prince Pala.tine, caused his 
original manuscript to be burnt; and lucky it was in those days 
that the author did not bum with them ; and yet those won
derful proposals by which Trithemius astonished the world, 
might be performed without any of those supernatural assiat
anceii he was supposed to command. He informs Boaticus that 
his first book contains more than an hundred ways of seoret 
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of the Virgin, the Squars was used to express the 
letter S ; in the alphabet of Socrates, it stood f'or Z 
or Th ; and as an hieroglyphic it denoted equally a 
building and a learned man, according to the dif
ferent situations in which it was placed. A cirC/8 
supported by tt.Co psrpendicular paralkl lina, de
noted will and pleasure ; and in the Lunar alphabet, 
the same character represented the letter Y. In the 
alphabet of Tauras, a point within " circle stood for 
R ; in the Lunar alphabet, for H ; in the Solar. 
alphabet, for B ; in Aristotle's alphabet, for W nnd 
U ; in that of Hermes, for A ; and in the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, it represented a star. 

The Triangle, now called a 'I't-.fJWl, was an em
blem . -of very extensive application, and was much 
revered by ancient nations as containing the greatest 
and most abstruse mysteries. It signified equally 
the Deity, Creation, and Fire; in the alphabet of the 
Moon, it represented the letter S; and in the hiero
glyphics of Egypt, we sometimes see the suppliant 
presenting a triangle to his god. The Mallet was a 
symbol of Thor, the northern god of thunder. In 
the alphabet of Belinos, it was used to express the 
letter M ; in that of Plato, L ; in that of Hermes, 
B ; in the Indian alphabet, A. In the alphabet of 
Hermes Abootat, the Mallet united with a Picka:ce, 
denoted R ; in that of Jupiter, N ; and in the Ber-

writing, without suspicion, and without any transposition of the 
letters ; and that no man by human industry can know or even 
11JBpect the enveloped meaning of hia lettera without being 
taught the art by hl.maelf. 

0 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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rabian alphabet, Z. In the alphabet of Pythagoras, 
the O<>mpaa1e1 stood for S ; in that of Diosmos 
the Egyptian, for F ; and in the oldest Chaldean 
alphabet, the Square and Oomp<U1ea united, as they 
are in our Third Degree of Masonry, was a character 
used to represent the letter H. In the alphabet of 
Saturn, the Plumb stood for S ; and a Skull for T ; 
in that of India., a Okisel stood for A; in that of 

Hermes, a double cross supporting a circle, 88 
for S H R ; and two parallel lines for Y ; and i_n 
the Solar alphabet, a Sun represented the first 
letter, A.~ 

We have here a fund of pleasant research for our 
investigation, which cannot fail to repay the active 
Mason for any extent of labour he may be induced 
to bestow upon it.43 And I must recommend you 
to apply yourselves assiduously to this curious and 
amusing study."" In the prosecution of such an 

•• Vid. Hammer's Translation of Ancient Alphabets from 
Ahmad Bin Abubeki Bin Washih. 

43 Signs, to a certain extent, have, in relation to speech, the 
expedition of short-hand writing, and might be made in part to 
supply the plaoe of an universal language. With relation 
to the monks, they admirably contributed to the preservation of 
order. Du Cange has preserved a catalogue of them; and the 
following are extracts : Fuh-wave the hand like a :fish's tail 
in the.water. Book-extend the hand and move it aa a leaf is 
moved. Mille-press the little :finger on the lips, because an 
infant sucks milk. There were signs not only for persons and 
things, but actions and qualities; as seeing, hearing, good, evil, 
&c.-(Fosbr. Monach. c. 27.) 

.. Without a comprehensive knowledge of Sign1 and Symbols 
a Mason will make but an indifferent Muter of a Lodie ; and 
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U8et'ul and instructive pursuit, do not suft'er yourself 
to be abstracted by the laugh of ridicule, or the 
sneer of contempt, but proceed in an undeviating 
coUl'Be, to the investigation of truth,-assured that 
the beautiful results will amply reward your labours. 
If you practise Masonry for the sake of its convi
vialities alone, it will soon pall on your mind,-for 
these are introduced into the system only to cheer 
and relieve na.ture after its painful and unwearied 
researches into the hidden stores of Masonic know
ledge ;45 but if your mind embrace the great prin· 

~en u a priftte member he will lae i800Dlpetent to euatain his 
part ia a COllYenation on an:r of ite main branohea. Signs and 
Symbols OOll9Ciate the - of SpecuJMive Muonry ; which 
ia an institatioa where the beautiM .,.tem of allegorized 
morality tllat it oontaim ia illulltrated by their Ul8 and appli
cation ; and an aocarate aoquaintanoe wi$h their prlnciplee is 
required to oolllltitute a bright and enimable Muon. It is 
one of the mt studiea a candidate should engage in after his 
initiation, because he oan make no progre. in acquiring a 
knowledge of the art without their ft9istance ; and every good 
Muter will do well to direct the attention of the Corner-Stone 
to thia subject, u an object of indiiipea.ble utility to every 
brother who ia desiroua of profiting by his admmiou into the 
order. 

46 Dr. Johmon thus pl-ntly ilhutrates thia system by the 
moral refe- oontaiaed in the illgredients whioh eom~ a 
bo.rl of punch: "Punch," he •ya (Idler, No. M), "ill a liquor 
oomponnded of spirit, and acid juioea, imgar, and water. The 
spirit, volatile and fiery, ia the proper emblem of vivacity and 
wU; the acidiiy of the lemon will very aptly figure pungency 
of raillery, and acrimony of censure; imgar ia the natural 
rep~D.tati't'e of luacious adulation and gentle ooinplaisanoe ; 
and water ia the proper hieroglyphic of -r prattle, innooent 

·and t.utel-. The acid juioe11 give thia genial liquor all its 
power of at.imulatmg the palate. Connnat.ion would become 

c 2 
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ciples of Masonry as the chief source of gratification, 
and use its lighter shades of enjoyment as merely 
temporary relaxations, when the hour of graver 
labour has expired, you will then enjoy every benefit 
the science can impart ;411 your expanding genius will 

dull and vapid if negligence were not sometimes roused, and 
sluggishness quickened, by due severity of reprehension. The 
taste of sugar is genera.Uy pleasing, but it cannot long be eaten 
by itsel£ Thus meekne&11 and courtesy will always recommend 
the first address, but soon pall and nauseate unless they are 
associated with more sprightly qualities. Water is the uni· 
versal vehicle by which are conveyed the particles necesSBry to 
sustenance and growth ; by which thirst is quenched, and all 
the wants of life and nature are supplied. Thus while we only 
desire to have onr ignorance informed, we are most delighted 
with the plainest diction; and it ia only in the moments of idle· 
ness or pride that we call for the gratifications of wit or fiattery. 
He only will please long, who, by tempering the acid of 1111tire 
with the sugar of civility, and allaying the heat of wit with the 
frigidity of humble chat, can make the true punch of con· 
verSBtion. And a.a that punch can be drunk in the greatest 
quantity which hu the largest proportion of water, 80 that 
companion will be oftenest welcome whose talk flows out with 
inoffensive copiousness and unenvied insipidity." 

48 "What measures," SBys a German writer on Masonry, 
"can be taken to change the passive part of Masonry into one 
of activity f How shall we proceed in order to lead it from the 
state of inactivity in which it now is, and to make it come 
nearer the aim of its labours--the spread of brotherly love 
amongst mankind, and the promotion of ite moral elevation T 
The answer to this question cannot for a moment be doubtful to 
any of us ; and all will agree that such a labour of high merit 
-such a youthful renovation, could not fail w be one of the 
most joyful events in the glorious history of our order. We 
think, therefore, we may reasonably suggest those means which· 
appear to us the most proper for accomplishing the object. 
They are : first, an organization for an eztended propagation of 
the. fundamental doctrine1 of Muonry, by mean• o'f word or 
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soon be imbued with all the vigour of a healthy 
intellect, matured and ripened by a rich increase of 
scientific and religious knowledge ; and your mind, 
rapidly advancing to perfection, will ultimately be 
prepared for the full irradiations of complete and 
never-fading glory, when time shall be no more. 

letter ; and secondly, the founding of public institutfon1, or 
giving an extended and better direction to existing ones." 
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LECTURE II. 

THE ALL·SEEING EYE. 

" That sacred place where Three in One, 
Comprised thy comprehensive NAO; 

And where the bright meridian Sun 
Was soon thy glory to proclaim; 

Thy watchful Eu, a length of time, 
The wondrous circle did attend."-DUNCKEBLEY. 

"May the sublime idea that thou walkest before the Byu of 
the Omnipreatmt strengthen and support thee."-MASONIC 
EXHORTATIONS, ll'ROH THE GERMAN. 

" The blazing Star reminds us of the omnipresence of the 
Almighty, overshadowing us with his divine love, and dis· 
pensing his blessings amongst us ; and being placed in the 
centre, it ought further to remind us that wherever we are, or 
however we may be assembled, the All-seeing Eye of God is in 
the midst of us, overseeing all our actions, and observing the 
secret intents and movements of our hearts."-OLD LECTURES. 

WHEN we look round on the wonderful works of 
God, as displayed in the formation of this globe 
which we inhabit ; when we extend our view to the 
immense arch of heaven, and behold the amazing 
orbs of light, burning with perpetual refulgence, and 
illuminating every part of the vast and boundless 
expanse ; when we contemplate the wonderful pro
ductions of nature, from the stupendous ocean to its 
minutest inhabitants, from the majestic lion that 
prowls in the desert, to the most insignificant reptile 
that hides its diminutive form beneath the surface of 
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the earth ;-we can scarcely resist the impression 
which such an employment will natumlly produce in 
the mind, that the origin of these mighty pheno
mena, which exhibit such a. wonderful mechanism 
in their structure, and such a regularity in their 
motions, must have been the work of a.n invisible 
and all-powerful Architect. Do we inquire how 
ca.me the human frame by a.II those mysterious pro
perties which sustain and preserve its uniformity of 
action from one generation to another ; how came 
man by the reasoning faculty which elevates him so 
much a.hove the level of the animal creation ? This 
could not be merely fortuitous, for accident seldom 
produces two inanimate forms that bear any degree 
of resemblance to each other; and the human body, 
so complicated, so uniform, so perfect in all its parts 
and faculties, could, least of all, be the effect of 
chance, and therefore must be the work of some 
superior Being ; and he who could form the wonder
ful ma.chine, and furnish it with reason, must be 
divine.1 

' And this Being is Jehovah, who is frequently represented 
at1 a builder or archiLeot (Technitea). Thus St. Paul says, "Abra· 
ham looked for a city, whose maker and builclet· is God," Our 
G. M. David says, " the Lord shall bvdld up Zion. Except 
the Lord build the city. The Lord doth build up Jerusalem," 
&c. &c. Jesus Christ is also represented by the same figures; 
"God who by his Son made or built the world," says St. Paul ; 
and St. John adds, ".AU thinga were made by him;" and be is 
oa.lled, the tried stone, a precious stone, the foundation-atone 
of hill church, the chief corner-atone ; and the Christian church 
is called the Building of God, the House of God, the Habitation 
of God, the Temple of God, and the Pillar of Truth.. When 
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The existence and truth of this omnipreaent 
Being, are the first step11 of Masonry, and ought to 
be the principal objects of our contemplation. As 
Masons we are directed to remember that wherever 
we are, or whatever we are about to . do, his All
Seeing Eye observes us; and whilst we continue to 
act in conformity with the established usages and 
customs of our Order, we are under an obligation to 
discharge every moral and social duty with fervency 
and zeal. . 

The emblem now before us, if rightly considered, 
is of infinite importance both to our present and 
futnre welfare. It encourages and enforces an habi
tual obedience to those moral precepts which form 
the beauty and excellence of our system, and im
presses the mind with an awful sense of the per
petual inspection and scrutiny which every thought, 
word, and action, must inevitably sustain from an 
infinitely good and perfect Being. The All-Seeing 
Eye of God is everywhere present. He is equally 
in the Lodge-room and in the closet ; in the broad 
expanse of heaven, and in the secret recesses of 
caverns, vaults, and dungeons. He observes every 
action; be hears every address, whether of sacred 
prayer, or of impious blasphemy. 

The ground of a Lodge is said to be holy, in 
reference to a certain hill in Judea, where the Deity 

St. Paul was engaged in building this spiritual edifice, he calls 
himself a wile maater-buildtr; aml he that trusts in the atone· 
meut cf Christ for his salvation, and lives in obedience to the 
Gospel, is said to have built his house upon a rock. 
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frequently condescended to communicate with man. 
First with Enoch, whence he wa.s translated to 
heaven without passing the gates of death ; then 
with Abra.ham, when he obeyed the divine command, 
a.nd actually bound his son Isaac, in whom all the 
promises centred, for the purpose of sacrifice, but 
wa.s arrested by a voice from on high ; next with 
King David, when he offered up that acceptable 
sacrifice which wa.s approved by a supernatural fire 
from heaven; and lastly, with King Solomon, at 
the Dedication of the Temple.2 And on this spot 

' A Masonic lecture, which was used at the close of the lllst 
century, had the followi11g paaaage on the above subject:-"He 
assembled a.JI the beads of every tribe, the elders and chiefs of 
Israel, to bring up the Ark out of Zion, the city of David, it 
being brought there by David, and deposited in a tabernacle 
until the Temple was finished to receive it, which, being now 
built, and completely finished in all its parts upon Mount 
Moriah, the Ark was now brought up to the Temple by the 
Levites; but they, not being permitted to enter the Holy of 
Holies, delivered it into the bands of the priests, who carried it 
into the Holy of Holies; for before the glory of the Lord had 
filled the house, the priests were permitted to enter therein ; 
but after the glory of the Lord had filled the house, none but 
the High Priest was permitted so to do, and not even him but 
once a year, nor then till afte1· many washings and purification~ 
against the great day of expiation ; for by the Israelitish law 
all human flesh was deemed unclean. The fire from Heaven 
·filled the whole house; and in this cloud was the glory of the 
Lord, or the symbol of the Divinti Presence, which now filled 
the Temple as it had anciently done the Tabernacle, when that 
was first erected ; whereby the Temple was consecrated (God 
by thi1 testifying his acoeptance of it), as the Mosaic Taber
nacle had been before ; only there the cloud covered the Taber
nacle without, and the glory of the Lord shined within ; but 
here the house itself was filled with the cloud, out of which the 

c 3 
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the divine Shekinah dwelt until the Babylonish 
Captivity. 

But however our Lodges may be hallowed by a 
reference to these striking events, and hence be 
esteemed blessed with the continua.I presence of the 
Divinity, there is no place however secret, or how
ever barred from human observation, but God is 
equally and substantially _present. The universe, 
extended beyond the reach of human ideas, where 
worlds a.re piled on worlds innumerable, widely dis
tant from the smallest speak in that superb vault 
of studded lights, which human ingenuity with all 
its implements of science can trace, is the solemn 
temple of the Lord; and here and everywhere Hii;i 
All-Seeing Eye is always present. 

Here, in the open arch of heaven, the divine 
finger may be seen;' that glittering canopy, where 
every orb of light chants forth a song of praise. 
Here the contemplative Mason lifts up his heart to 
his Maker, assut"ed that in whatever circumstances 

glory of the Lord broke, and, after it had filled the whole house, 
settled in the most Holy Place." 

3 " In Speculative Masonry we discover the wisdom of God in 
the symmetry of nature, and the finger of Providence in the 
government of the world. The great outlines in the history of 
creation are also unfolded. The primitive innocence of man ; 
the fall and consequent scenes of natural and moral evil,-in a l 
word, the history of nature and grace is most beautifully pre-
figured in a lively display of Masonic symbols. Here we view 
the coincidence of principle and design between the Christian 1 
acheme and Speculative Masonry with that pleasing admiration 
which satisfies inquiry, and clearly proves our system based on 
the Rock of Eternal Ages."-\I'own's System of Spec. Freem. 
p. 24.) 
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he may be placed, if be be the friend of virtue, he 
still enjoys the sunshine of God's almighty protec
tion. Should he, like Joseph the son of Jacob, be 
confined to the solit.ary cell of a dungeon, His All
Seeing Eye is there; or should he unhappily visit 
the haunts of debauchery and licentiousness, He is 
there also. Whether the Mason practise virtue or 
vice ; whether he be an ornament to his profession, 
or disgrace it by acts ol fraud and violence, he 
cannot rid himself of that All-Seeing Eye which is 
upon him wherever he goes ; which follows him into 
his most secret retirements, and beholds the hidden 
thoughts and practices of the heart. If, in the 
spirit of Masonic philanthropy, he present his mite 
in secret· to the worthy distressed, his reward is not 
lost; for God has beheld the transaction, and shall 
return it openly in sevenfold blessings. 

And He is equally present where injustice and 
wrong are committed. He hears the cry of the vir
tuous oppressed, and will assuredly interpose at the 
most convenient season. These considerations have 
something so awful in their nature and tendency, 
that they can scarcely fail to produce a salutary im
pression. You must feel confounded when you are 
about to commit an evil action, if for a moment you 
call to mind your Masonic lessons, and reflect that 
the All-Seeing Eye is upon you: tkat invisible Eye 
whose power could prevent the greatest enormities; 
and not only strike you with instant death, but 
destroy both soul and body for ever. 

The ancient idolaters, in all their various systems 
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of worship, had some fa.int ideas of an Eternal and 
Omnipr88ent God, which must necessarily have been 
derived from the true religion ; and were undoubtedly 
preserved in the mysteries, a.long with the doctrine 
of a future state. Pausanias informs us that they_ 
worshipped a God who is eternal. His words are 
remarkable: Zevc ~v, Zeuc eirrt, Zevc ~aaeTat.4 

Orpheus said, God is ONE, he is himself alone, all 
things are born of him, and he is the governor of 
the world.6 Pythagoras also, to the same effect, 
says, there is but one God, who created all things.6 

Plato adds, God is the pa.rent of all things.1 Euri
pides, 8 Sophocles,P Luca.n,10 and other Greek and 
Latin poets and philosophers, say the same thing. 

'rhe great Cudworth has effectually shown that 
the Egyptian Mystagogue taught to the initiated 
the unity and omnipresence of the Godhead. The 
altar at Athens is an indirect testimony to the same 
truth ; for amongst the numerous deities with which 
their pantheon was crowded, they believed in one 
superior god, of whose precise nature and proper
ties_ they publicly professed their utter ignorance ;11 

although they admitted his eternity, omnipotence, 
and o-mnipresence. 1~ 

4 God was, God is, God shall be. 
• Cyr. cont. Jul. p. 26. 
7 In Tim. p. 1047. 
9 <Edip. Tyran. 
" Pausa.n. Attic. 

8 Ibid. p. 85. 
e Snppl. Act. 3, v. 784. 

10 L. !I, v. 566. 

12 The definition given by Pythagoras of the omnipresent 
God is curious : "A mind which commeateth and is diffused 
through every part of the world, and through &II nature ; from 
whom all 11nim&ls that are produced receive life."-(Lactant.) 
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But we are furnished with unquestionable evidence 

that, notwithstanding their professions, they did 
actually know something of the true and only God. 
The inspired writings inform ue that the Deity was 
known in idolatrous nations, under hie own proper 
and significai;it appellation of JEHOVAH. St. Paul 
says, 13 that they knew God, though they glorified 
him not as God ; neit!ter were thankful, but 
worshipped the creature rather than the Creator.it 
And God himself tells us that they possessed the 
TETRAGRAMMATON, Tetractys, or Sacred Name, 
which amongst the Jews was JAR; for he says, 
" From the rising of the sun, even unto the going 
down of the same, my Name shall be [or 1s, accord
ing to the translation of Cudworth] great among tke 
gentil8B."15 And they superstitiously believed that 

13 Rom. i. 21. 
14 " English Masonry is the excellency of the fear of God ; 

the Muon'e lodge is the school of Chriet to all wlao wieh to 
learn his discipline ; and every Ma11on must, according to hie 
eincerity in the mystic art, fear IUld obey that God who made 
him, who redeemed him, and who every moment provideth for 
him. The true English Ma.son is not· only instructed in all 
those principles and sentiments which lead him to fear 11.nd obey 
his God, but he also manifest. in all his conduct the moat con
stant and substantial proof of it by the love be exercises towards 
bis fellow-creatures."-(Inwood'e Sermone.) 

15 Mal.,i. 11. Dr. Ad11.m Clark, when speaking of the in· 
scription on the mitre of the high priest, has the following 
observation. "It is allowed on 1111 hands that this inscription 
was in the primitive Hebrew character, such as appears upon 
ancient shekels, and such as was used before the BabyloniHh 
captivity, and probably at the giving of the Law on Mount 
Sinai. In the modern Samaritan ohar11cter, which was derived 
from the above, the word l!{T:{llt is the famous Tetra.grammaton, 
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this Name was of such sovereign efficacy as to enable 
the possessor to cure diseases, work miracles, and 
foretell future events. 

One of the uncanonical books of our Scriptures 
assert.a that the heathen gave this great and incom-· 
municable Name to their idols. 111 T~ey considered 
the chief god as Tro'>..vwvvµov, or, he that hath many 
names. Accordingly he was known by a great 
variety of appellations, all signifying the same Being, 
whose Eu is in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good ; for the numerous tribe of inferior gods 
were merely worshipped as mediators. Thus Hesiod 
says, "There are thirty thousand deities inhabiting 
the earth, w/w are subjects to Jupiter, and guardian& 
of' men."11 

The great Name of the Deity, which is termed by 
Josephus incommunicable, is said to be preserved 
in the system of Freemasonry. Calmet observes, 
"When we pronounce JEHOVAH, we follow the crowd; 
for we do not know distinctly the manner wherein 
this proper and incommunicable Name of God 
should be pronounced, which is written with Y od, 
Hi, Vau, Hi, and comes from the verb liaiali, he 
has been. The ancient.a have expressed it differ
ently. Sanchoniathon writes JEvo; Diodorus the 
Sicilian, Macrobius, St. Clemens Alexandriuus, St. 
J erom, and Origen, pronounce !Ao ; Epiphanius, 
Theodoret, and the Samaritans, JABE or JAVE; we 

or word of four letten, which, to the preaent day, the Jews will 
lleither write nor prononnee.'' 

•0 Wisd. xiv. 21. •7 Oper. et Dier, L l, v. 2li0. 
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find likewise in the ancient.a, JABOB, JAvo, JA.otr, 
J .A.OD. Lewis Ca.pellus is for J AVO; Drusi us for J AVB ; 
Mercer for JBBBVA.B; Hottinger for Jn.A.a. 'rhe 
Moors call their god Juu, whom some believe to be 
the same as Jehovah. The Latins, in all proba
bility, took their Jovis, or Jovis Pater, from Jehovah. 
It is certain tha.t the four letters which we pro
nounce J BBOVAB, ,.,,,.,., may likewise be expressed 
by JA.vo, JA.HO, JA.Olf, JBVO, JA.VB, JBBVA.H, &c., 
and tha.t the ancient Hebrews were not unacquainted 
with the pronunciation of it, since they recited it 
in their prayers, and in the reading of their sacred 
books. But the Jews, after the captivity of Baby
lon, out of an excessive and superstitious respect for 
this Holy Name, left off the custom of pronouncing 
it, and forgot the true pronunciation of it." 18 

The Tetragrammaton was preserved and trans
mitted by the Essenes. It was always communicated 
in a whisper,19 and under such, a. disguised form tha.t, 
while it.s component pa.rt.a were universally kno"WrD, 
the connected whole wa.s an incommunicable mystery. 
They used, in common with the whole Jewish nation, 
the ancient and significant symbol by which this 
Name was designated, viz., three jods, with the point 

kametz placed underneath them, thus ®,to ex-

•• Calm. Diot. Yol. i. p. 7•9, with authorities. When God, 
11ay the Rabbina, judgeth his creatures, he ia oalled ELoBJK ; 
when he warreth againsi the wicked, he ia called TUB.A.OTB ; 

but when he 1howeth mercy unto the world, he ia called 
JmOV.A.B. 

•• R. Tarphon, apud Ten. Idol. p. 395. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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press the equality of the three Persons of which 
they believed the Godhead to be composed. This 
Holy Name they held in the utmost veneration. 
Calm.et says, they believed the Name of God to 
include all things. " He who pronounces it, say 
they, shakes heaven and earth,20 and inspires the 
very angels with astonishment and terror. There is 
a sovereign authority in this name ; it governs the 
world by its power. The other names and surnames 
of the Deity are ranged about it like officers and 
soldiers about their sovereigns and generals ; from 
this KING-NAME they receive their orders, and 
obey." 21 

Another celebrated symbol of this august Name 
was the disposal of the three points in a radiated 

form, so as to represent an imperial diadem, \t/ 
This letter Schin, too, trr, was adopted as a mysterious 
emblem to designate the Tetragrammaton ; and hence 
this letter was supposed to comprehend many valu-

"' Bro. Dunokerley, in his aooonnt of the Royal Aroh degree, 
confirma this statement. . He says, " Thie is the light in which 
the Name and Word hath alwavs been considered from the re
motest ages, not only amongst ~s Christians and the J ewa, but 
also in the gentile or heathen world, may be clearly understood 
from numberleee writers; but to mention only two, Cicero tells 
us that they did not dare to mention the names of their gods ; 
and Lucan says, that but to name the N illll: would Rhake the 
earth. Amongst the Jews, we all know with what a just and 
awful veneration they look upon it, which m1my of them carry 
'so far as to believe, that but to pronounce the Word would be 
sufficient to work wonders and remove mountains." 

21 Calm. Diet. vol. i. p. 761. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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able qualities. It was, therefore, deeply engraven 
by the Jews on their phylacteries, both before and 
behind, to induce the protection of the 6mnipresent 
Deity it represented. A third symbol was an equi-

lateral triangle illuminated with a single J od, A. 
This initial letter, Jod, "denotes the thought, the 
idea of God. It is a ray of ligkt, say the enrap
tured ca.balists, which darts a lustre too transcendant 
to be contemplated by mortal eye; it is a point at 
which thought pauses, and imagination itself grows 
giddy and confounded. Man, says M. Basnage, 
citing the rabbis, may lawfully roll his thoughts 
from one end of heaven to the other ; but they can
not approach that inaccessible light, that primitive 
existence contained in the letter Jod." ll'l 

The chief varieties of this sacred Name amongst 
the inhabitants of different nations were Jah, and 
Bel or Baal, and On or Om. The first of these, as 
we have jUBt seen, had many fluctuations. Jupiter, 
Jove, Evohe, &c., were but corruptions of Jab or 
Jehovah. 23 Iao was pronounced by the oracle of 

n Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. iv. 
a The numerous speculations which have been submitted to 

the world respecting this sacred name are curious. One author 
says, from Jehovah oame A:s or Esus, a god of the Celts, and 
As, a god of the Goths. Another says, Esus or Hesus was a 
corntption of the Celtic Dhia, a-name for the Supreme Being, 
and the same with the Hebrew J ah ; and from the same word 
the La.tin Df/IU was derived. A third asserts that the name 
Hesus, a corruption, as above, of Dhia or Jab, comes from the 
Syrian Hizzus or Haziz, signifying strong and powerful in war ; 
from which word the Phcenicians had their name of Mars, as 
out of Jamblious, Julian the }-postate shows in his oration of 

• 
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Apollo to be the first and greatest of the deities.24 

" The name of Jupiter Sabazius, as Selden justly 
remarks, is ·clearly derived from Jehovah Sabaoth, a 
term perpetually applied to the Most High in the 
page of revelation, and that the celebrated Tetra.
grammaton, the incommunicable name mn•, was well 
known to the Greeks, appears abundantly from the 
writings of Clemens Alexandrinus and Diodorus 
Siculus." 26 '11he Tetragramma.ton is said to have 
been the pass-word amongst the Egyptians to the 
secret chambers of initiation. Amongst the Apala
chites of Florida., the priests of the Sun were called 
by the remarkable name of Jaovas ;26 which was also 
the name of the Deity. The modem Jews say that 
this word, n,n, was engraven on the rod of Moses, 
and thus he was enabled to work his miracles ;i7 and 
they add, that Jesus Christ stole the same word out 
of the Temple, and· inserted it in his thigh, between 
the skin and the flesh, and by its sovereign potency 
performed all his wonders in Judea. ~8 

the Sun. This was the triad. HBsus-TllARAMIS-BELEHBS, 
'lmUB tantummodlJ deua • 

.. Macrob. Saturn. I. 18. 
16 Fab. Hor. Mos. p. i. 1. 1, c. 2. 
H Ten. Idol. c. 4. 
'¥1 In an old ritual of the last century we find the following 

passage:-" What do we learn by the rod of Moses Y-The me-
. taphor is taken from shepherds, who carry with them a rod or 

crook to drive their sheep into green pastures, and to restrain 
them if they attempt to go astray. It refers to the true shep
herd, Christ, of whom our G. M:. David said, 'Thy rod and thy 
staff shall comfort me.' " 

H Calm. Diet. vol. i. p. 750. 

' 

( 
1 
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The compounds of the second name, Bel, are of 
great variety.ep Bel-us was ued by the Chaldeans; 
and the Deity was known amongst the ancient Celte 
by the name of Bel or Bel-enus,30 which title, by 
the modern authors, is identified with Apollo. The 
primitive name of Brita.in was Vel yny1, the island 
of Bel ; and the fires lighted up on May-da.y were 
in honour of this deity, and called Bel's fire.•• The 
inhabitants made use of a word, known only to 
themselves, to express the unutterable Name of the 
Deity, of which the letters 0. I. W. were a sacred 
symbol In this they resembled the J e11"s, who 
always said Adonai, when the name of Jehovah 
occurred. 3i Another variation was Bal or Baal : as 

,. The name of the national god, Bel, is 1upp<>1ed to eijplifr 
nothing more than Lord, and was sometimes appropriated to 
deified heroes. n is probably an abbreviation of Ob-yel, which 
me&1111 a serpent-god. Bryant •YI that the Greeb call bim 
Beliar, which is interpreted by Hesychius to signify a dragon. 

ao Many towns in England deriTe their names from this deity, 
for Belenus was no other than the sun, according \o Eliae Sche
dius, who imagines, in bis book "De Dii1 Germanorum," that 
he found in the name Belenua the 365 days of the year, in like 
manner u the Basilideans formerly found them in those of 
A bruu and Mithras. For this purpose Scbiidius writes 
13'1).'"°' with an .,, that he may perfect that number, thus :-

B H A E N 0 ~ 

2, 8, 30, . 6, 50, 70, 200 = 866. 
' (Monif. Ant. vol. ii. p. 267.) 

" These fires were originally lighted on the eves of the lat 
of :M:a:y aud the lat of November, perhape because the la4ter 
of those day• was turned into mourning ; for tradition, and 
11>me chronicles, eay that the British chiefs were treacherously 
slain at Stonehenge on that day.-(Owen's Diet· v. Coeloerth.) 

n Iotrod. to Meyrick's Cardigau. 
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Bal-rama, used by the Indians ; Bal-der, by the 
Goths ; Baal and Baal-zebub, by the Sidonians ;" 
Ba.a.1-berith, the god of the Shechemites; Baal-peor 
or Baal-reem, of the Moe.bites ; Baal-tis, of the 
Phrenicians ; and Baal-zephon, of the Egyptians. 
Baal was the most ancient god of the Canaanites, 
and was referred to the Sun. Manasseh raised altars 
to this deity, and worshipped him in all the pomp of 
heathen superstition ; and when these altars were 
destroyed by Josiah, the worship of Baal was identified 
with that of the Sun." 

The third variation was On. Under this appella
tion the Deity was worshipped by the Egyptians ; and 
they professed to believe that he was eternal, and 
the fountain of light and life ; but according to their 
gross conceptions, being necessarily visible, the Sun 
was adored as his representative, and was most pro
bably the same as Osiris. They knew the general 
purport of the name, and little more. If they 
believed On to be the living and eternal God, they 

u "The name of :Beli was familiar to the ancient :Britons: 
and the descendants of the Celts of Scotland often speak of Bal 
withont suspecting its Chaldean origin ; and their Beltain is 
nothing else than the ancient god of the Cbaldeane."-(Drum
mond, Origines, vol. i. p. 118.) 

34 2 Chron. xxxiii. 811 ; 2 Kings xxiii. 5, 11. "According to 
Castor, Belue was king of the Assyrians, and after hie death was 
esteemed a god. It is singular to find the Persiruie subsequently 
carrying, as their principal religious emblems, the figures of 
Belue and Ninus. They were either looked upon as divinities, 
or, as some have conjectured, represented the dominion of the 
Persian king over the Assyrian and Babylonian empiree."
(Layard, Nineveh, vol. ii. p. '60.) 
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allowed the same attributes to the Sun, which they 
undoubtedly worshipped as the Lord of the creation. 
Oannes was the god of the Chaldeans ; and Dag-On, 
of the Philistines ; both of which are derivations of 
the same name. On was evidently the same deity 
as the Hebrew Jehovah ; and was introduced amongst 
the Greeks by Plato, who acknowledges his eternity 
and incomprehensibility in these remarkable words : 
" Tell me of the God On, which IS, and never knew 
beginning. " 35 And the same name was used by the 
early Christians for the true God ; for St. John, in 
the Apocalypse,36 has this expression: 'O Ov, icai o 
71v, icat o Epxoµwoc, which is translated in our 
authorized version of the Scriptures by, " HIM, 
which is, and which was, and which is to come."37 

The same word, with a small variation, was one of 
the names of the Supreme Deity in India ; and a 
devout meditation on it wa.s considered capable of 
conveying the highest degree of perfection. In the 
Ordinances of Menu~ we are informed how this 
sacred word was produced. "Brahma milked out, 
as it were, from the three Vedas, the letter A, the 
letter U, and the letter M ; which form, by their 

» lo Timeo, Y. iii. p. 2'/. M i. 4. 
rr " The principles of SpeculatiYe Masonry have the aame 

co-eternal and unshaken fonndation-contain and inculcate in 
substance the 1&111e truths, and propose the same ultimate end, 
u the doctrines of Christianity taught by divine revel&uon. 
Thie is a poeition of high import ; yet the truth of it is not 
doubted by tboee who are thoroughly vened in Masonic know· 
ledge. If we would give universal celebrity to our insutuuon, 
the world must be convinced that the foundation is laid in ev&n· 
gelical trutb."-(Town, p. 18.) 
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coalition, the triliteral monosyllable, together with 
three mysterious words, bkur, bliuMli, NW, or earth, 
sky, heaven."38 These three letters, which are pro.
nounced Ox, refer to the Deity in his triple capacity 
of Creator, Preserver, and DestroY.er.39 Mr. Cole
brooke informs us that " a Brahmans., beginning and 
ending a lecture of the Veda, or the recital of any 
holy strain, must always pronounce to himself the 
syllable Ox; for unless the syllable OM precede, his 
learning will slip away from him ; and unless it 
follow, nothing will be retained ; or that syllable 
being prefixed to the several names of worlds,~ 
are manifestations of the power signified by that 
syllable."•1 

From what has been said, we may reasonably infer 
that, together with the name, the idolaters preserved 
in their mysteries some indistinct knowledge of 
the Godhead, derived from the true system which 
preceded them ; and accompanied with an acknow
ledgment that he possessed the attribute of omni.
presence; the Symbol of which was the same as that 
used in the Science of Freemasonry, viz., an Eu, 
which was said to be equally in every place, for the 

31 Sir W. Jonea'e Works, vol. iii. p. 93. 
a9 The method of using it is given in the same code : "Three 

supp1:eaeions of breath, made according to the divine rule, 
accompanied with the triverbal phrase bhurbhuva.hswah, and 
the triliteral syllable 011:, may be considered as the higheat 
devotion of a Brahmin.''-(Sir W. Jone1'1 Works, vol. iii. 
p. 235.) 

40 Vide infra, Leet. viii. 
•• Aaiat, Rea. -vol. v. p. 352. 
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purpose of taking a strict and impartial cognizance 
of human actions. 

Fix your eyes, then, <>n that part of the Lodge 
where this expressive emblem is delineated. It will 
remind you that the Deity is watching over us, and 
will weigh in the balance of truth every action, 
every word, f!fVery thought.~ As Masons, you are 
fully impressed with this important consideration, 
because it is fundamental to the science you profess. 
It is inculcated upon you in all our illustrations, 
and can never be. banished from your recollection. 
You are conscious of the presence of that great and 
glorious Being ; you are conscious that at this very 
moment he is employed in examining your hearts. 
They are open to his inspection. But are they pure, 
-are they impressed with the never-failing virtues 
of Faitk, Hope, and Charity ?-are they the abode 
of TemperanC8, Fortitude, Prudence, and Ju~tice, 
those splendid cardinal virtues by which your 
Masonry professes to be distinguished 1-does Bro
tlterly L<YDe burn brightly there 1-do they prompt 
you to exercise the first, best gift of heaven to your 

41 A Maeonic catechism, which fell into my bands a few 
months ago, bas this p111111age :-" The Oracle or Most Holy 
Place represented heaven, and there was no figure or repre· 
&entative of the Deity therein, becau&e no earthly creature oan 
reprellent Him ; and though 111AD was originally made in his 
spiritual image, yet God cannot be figured, be being that 
eternal spirit that made all worlds and everything therein oon
tained,-wbo fills all space, dwelling in temples not made with 
human bands, but in the hearts of men ; for He is that greRt 
and Immortal Spirit, One in Tlvree and Tlvree in One, of which 
imagination cannot possibly embody a abspe or image." 
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destitute brethren, Relief ?-and does Truth hold 
her seat in your bosoms 1 

If you are Masons in reality,-Masons in the 
strictest acceptance of the term, your hearts are the 
seat of every moral and social virtue ; and will not 
shrink from the close inspection of the All-Seeing 
Eye of God. But we cannot emulate absolute per
fection ; and therefore our hearts neither are, nor 
perhaps should be, the abode of celestial purity, 
unalloyed by human weakness or hereditary con
tamination. Hence, whether as Masons or as men, we 
cannot but entertain some feelings of dread, under 
the reflection that we are subjected to the con
stant and perpetual supervision of the AU-Seeing 
Eye:u 

And this is not a sensation either improper or 
peculiar to ourselves. The best and most virtuous 
Masons the world ever produced, as well as .wicked 
men, have entertained the same feelings. Wheri 
Adam fell from his primitive state of innocence, in 
the first agitation of remorse, he attempted to hide 

41 "Freemasonry," says Bro. Levert, in an Oration delivered 
before the Grand Lodge of Alabama, " inculcates mor111ity 11nd 
benevolenoe,-teachea to reverence the Name of God, to curb 
irregular pauione and appetites, and to be good and loyal sub
jects of the government ; but ahe does not profess to change the 
hearta, and prepare man for a better life; although in her in
structions she directa to that God who can pardon sin, conatantly 
reminding us that the same Eye which watches the sun, moon, 
and stars, searches also the inmost rec-ea of the heart, and 
will eventually bring into judgment every tliought and every 
word." 
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himself from the presence of God,'" because he 
dreaded the consequences of His fearful inspection. 
Cain heard His tremendous voice, and shrank into 
himself with terror. 411 Jacob saw the Lord in a 
vision, and when 11e awoke from his sleep he was 
afraid, and said, " How dreadful is tliis place ! This 
is none other but the house of God, and the gate of 
heaven !"411 Moses, under the impression of God's 
presence, trembled exceedingly, and confessed his 
very great apprehension.•7 David was horribly
afraid under similar circumstances."8 And many 
instances occur of individuals being struck with 
instant death, for their presumption in the imme
diate presence of God. U zzah but touched the 
Ark of the Covenant over which the Lord dwelt, 
and was struck dead in a moment.49 · And the 
Almighty smote and slew fifty thousand men of 
Bethshemesh, because they irreverently looked into 
the Ark.50 

These instances are amply sufficient to convince 
y~u, not merely of the universal presence of the 
Deity, but of his decided abhorrence of all impurity 
and carelessness of living. If, therefore, as Masons, 
you are willing to be the objects of his fatherly 
superintendence, let these reflections accompany all 
your labours, all your recreations ;-and when the 

" Gen. iii. 8. 45 Gen. iv. 13. 
48 Gen. xxviii. 17. •7 Heb. xii. 21. 
48 2 Sam. vi. 9 ; Psalm v. 7. 40 2 Sam. vi. 6. 

50 1 Sam. vi. 19. 

l> 
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business of the day is about to be closed, let us 
with all humility and reverence return our grateful 
acknowledgments to the great Architect of the 
Universe, for favours already received, and suppli
cate his support on our endeavours to adorn and 
cement our lives and actions with every moral and 
social virtue. 
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LECTURE III. 

THE SERPENT. 

" So spake the enemy of mankind, enclosed 
In BEBPUT inmate bad, and towards Eve 
Addreaa'd his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as since, but on his rear 
Circular hue of rising folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold, a 1urging maze, his h-1 
Created aloft, and carbuncle his eyes, 
With burnish'd neck of verdant gold, erect 
Amidst his circling spirea, that on the grass 
Floated abundant ; pleasing was his shape 
And lovely." MILTON. 

51 

"The Lord, in order to encourage Moses to go down into 
Egypt and deliver his aftlicted brethren from their cruel bondage, 
promised to be with him; but Moses, still doubting, demands n. 
ai,gn, both to convince him of His power and to confirm His 
promise. Jehovah then asked him,-What is that in thine 
hand f And he said,- A rod. And the Lord said unto him,
Caat it on the ground. And he did so, when it immediately 
became a serpent, and Moaea fled from it. Jehovah then 
directed him to put forth his hand, and take it by the tail, when 
it again became a rod aa before."-OLD RoYAL ABCE LzOTU.llES, 

THE Serpent is universally esteemed a. legitimate 
Symbol of Freemasonry ; yet though commonly 
introduced into all the groups of emblematical cha.· 
racters which the fancy of ingenious brethren may 
have designed, either for amusement or instruction, 
its origin and secret reference a.re not satisfactorily 
accounted for in the peculiar Lectures of Masonry. 

D 2 
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The subject may be involved in some uncertainty, 
but an attention to the general principles on which 
our science has been founded may do much towards 
unravelling the mystery, and may chance to produce 
a genuine illustration. One great result of the 
inquiry will certainly be; that the emblematical Ser
pent will be found to have had a place in the most 
ancient systems of primitive Masonry, and was a 
symbol almost coeval with its institution on this 
globe, by the first created man.1 

You a.re not ignorant that the serpent has an 
established place amongst our emblems, although its 
true allegorical reference is not given in our accus
tomed disquisitions. It may be urged that this 
animal is the symbol of wisdom, as the dove is of 
innocence, because our Saviour connects these quali
ties with the same creatures.2 But this is to be 
satisfied with a very contracted explanation of a 
significant emblem, which certainly represents our 
fall in Adam, and our restoration in Christ : a. 
subject of no ordinary importance, but one which 
embraces a. comprehensive scheme, framed by the 
divine hand, and conveying the blessing of eternal 
happiness in a. future state. 

1 " Many authors have remarked," says a leamed and intelli
gent writer, "that the worship of the serpent among the ancient 
heathen is a conclusive argument for the fall of man by the 
seduction of a 11erpent tempter ; but nom of tMm., at kaat to my 
hwwledge, have IMion that this 1D<Jf01hip teal uni11ei0Bal. "-(Dean 
on the Worship of the Serpent, Pref. ix.) The above was written 
in 1830, while the present Essay on the serpent was first pub
lished in 1826 • 
. I Matt, X. 16. 
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When our first parent.a were placed in the garden 
of Eden, as the abode of purity and peace, with 
angels for associates, and honoured with the peculiar 
presence of the Deity, their tenure was secured by 
the observance of one single condition, which was 
imposed merely as a test of their obedience : they 
were forbidden to eat of the frnit which grew upon 
the Tree of Knowledge.3 How simple soever this 
prohibition may appear, they were induced by the 
flattering wiles of the devil, who assumed the form 
of A SERPENT' for this specific purpose, to forego, 
or at least to render precarious, all the actual felicity 
they enjoyed, for the deceitful hope of some greater 
acquisition of knowledge or power, which was pro
mised by the tempter, as the certain result of 
violating the divine command.5 

' Dr. Moore (Paeud. p. 4) uys, "Whether the whole relation 
be not allegorical, that is, whether the temptation of man by 
the woman be not the seduotion of the rational and higher parts 
by the inferior and feminine faculties, or whether the tree in 
the midst of the garden were not that part in the centre of the 
body, in which was afterward the appointment in the circum· 
cision of males, we leave it unto the Tbalmudist." 

• In the Celtic mythology the assumption of the serpentine 
form by the devil is poetically described by reprei;enting the 
great serpent 811 an emanation from the evil spirit, Loke. The 
legend itself is too long for insertion here ; bnt Dean truly 
thinks that the intimate connection between the evil epirit, the 
serpent, and death, which it contains, suggeets the conclusion 
that it is but the original patriarchal tradition fabulized. 

6 Various have been the opinionR advanced by theorists on 
this knotty question : by what kind of animal was our great 
mother betrayed t I shall lay before you a few of the most 
remarkable speculations of learned men, because they bear upon 
the aubject under our notice, and may engage your attention or 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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Thus our first parents lost their innocence, and 
instead of the expected good, gained in return the 
certainty only that they had forfeited the protection 
of God, and were in reality blind and miserable, 
naked and in despair.15 Driven now accursed into a 
world of .troubles and calamities,-the unhappy con
sequences of their want of faith-their eyes were 

curioaity :-"Some believe. t.hat the serpent had then the use of 
speech, and conversed familiarly with the woman, without her 
conceiving any distrust of him ; and that God, to punish the 
nialioe with which he abnaed Eve, deprived him of the uae of 
speech. Othen believe that the devil transformed himself into 
a serpent, and spoke to Eve under the figure of this animal. 
Others maintain that a real and common serpent having eaten 
of the forbidden fruit, Eve from thence concluded that she too 

, might eat of it without danger ; that in effect she did eat of it, 
and incurred the displeasure of God by her di111>bedience. Thia, 
say these authors, is the plain matter of fact, which Moses 
would relate under the allegorical ropresentation of &he serpent 
conversing with Eve. Cajetan will have this whole story, as it 
is related by Moeea in the way of dialogue between the woman 
and the serpent, to be figurative only, to signify the inward 
suggestions of the devil, and the woman's weak resistance. 
Others affirm that the serpent's speech was nothing but hissing ; 
and that Eve, understanding all creatures by their voices, appre
hended what this animal had to say to her by the noise it made. 
Lyranus reports the opinion of some to be, that the Serpent put 
on the face of a beautiful young woman to tempt Eve. And 
some rabbins believe that Samael, prince of devils, came in 
person to tempt ETe, mounted on a serpent a.a large as a 
camel !"-(Calm. Diet. vol. i. p. 87.) Eugubinus thinks the 
animal wa.s a basilisk (Brown's Vulg. Err. p. v. c. 4) : and, to 
crown this mass of absurdity, Dr. Adam Clarke gravely tella 
bis readers that the tempter was not a serpent, but an ape ! I ! 
(Family Bible, Note on Gen. iii. 1.) 

8 From the circumstances attending this event the five prin
cipal signs in the Royal Arch Degree have been constructed. 
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indeed opened, but it was to a bitter sense of misery 
a.nd shame :7 they were become liable to sin and 
sorrow, sickness and.death; they beheld with deep 
remorse the dying agonies of those animals which 
were slain for sacrifice, pursuant to the divine com
mand, certain that their own dissolution must follow, 
attended probably with similar pangs; and with 
broken hearts and uplifted hands, they cried to their 
offended God for mercy. 

The Deity listened to the humble petition of his 
fallen creatures, because he saw that their repentance 
was sincere ; and gave them a revelation, that the 
effects of their sin should be wiped away, and their 
posterity restored to his favour.a He promised that 
the woman's seed should bruise the serpent's head ; 

1 ·Bro. Delafield, in an address to the brethren at Memphis, 
U. 8., says, "We may readily conceive the first home of man, 
after the expulsion from Eden, to have been the cool grotto, or 
the bower of twined foliage, but his native energy must soon 
have sought a further protection; and then arose the cabin, the 
house, the village, perhaps the temple, the se11.t of elegance and 
skill. This we may imagine, in brief, to be the history of the 
progress of operative Masonry in the antediluvian age of the 
world. The closing of that period bore upon its darkened 
floods one of the most stupendous monuments of human skill 
and industry that this world has ever known." 

8 And thus the origina.l Roya.l Arch Lecture predicated that 
" fervent prayer, the grand restorer of true peace of mind, and 
balm to heal a wounded cionscience, first raised a gleam of hope 
in the bo110ms of our erring parents, and encouraged them to 
pursue their daily task with greater cheerfulness; till at length 
their minds becoming calm, they bore their toil more lightly ; 
and, cheered by bright-eyed hope, with uplifted hands and hearts 
they clearly B!IW that the promise of redemption was sure to be 
fulfilled." 
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which was so exhilarating to our common mother, 
that at the birth of Cain, her eldest son, she enter
tained a belief that in him the promise was fulfilled, 
which would restore to her the joys she had forfeited ; 
and in an ecstasy of joy, she exclaimed, "I have 
gotten a. man, Mitm tlu Lord J eliOfJak ; " for such 
is the true meaning of the original Hebrew, in 
Gen. iv. l.9 The vices of Ca.in would speedily con
vince her that this was not the promised seed ; and 
she acquiesced with silence and submission in the 
dispensations of Providence. The prophecy, how· 
ever, was triumphantly fulfilled in the Messiah, who 
came to destroy, and did, even in his human cha
racter, gain a. decisive victory over tk6 Serpent,-the 
adversary of God and man. 

The great scheme of this Evil Spirit was to rob 
man of the happiness he enjoyed in paradise, and by 
that means to counteract the design of God in the 
creation. He succeeded in the first instance, but the 
main part of his plan was defeated by Jesus Christ, 
who has reconciled man to God ; and by the efficacy 
of his birth, life, death, reaurrection, and ascenaion, 
typified by the Five Steps of the Winding Staircase, 

' Dr. Adam Clarke pronounces it to be extremely difficult to 
l\Scertain the eenee in which Eve u11ed theee words, which have 
been as "Variously translated as understood. Moat expositors 
think that Eve imagined Cain to be the promiaed a«d that 
should bruise the head of the serpeRt. This exposition really 
seems too refined for that period. It is very likely that she 
meant no more than to acknowledge that it was through God's 
peculiar blessing that she was enabled to conceive and bring 
forth a son, and that ahe had now a well-grounded hope that the 
race of man should be continued on the earth. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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he has utterly destroyed the works of that old ser
pent, the devil, circumscribed his power, and bound 
him in everlasting chains and darkness unto the 
judgment of the last day.10 

Hence this emblem amongst Masons has -an 
undoubted reference to the establishment of Chris
tianity, which ga.ve a death-blow to the power of the 
Evil Spirit. The serpent had engrossed the worship 
of all mankind ;11 and by his oracles,12 had enslaved 

10 Jude 6. 
11 "The worship of the serpent may be traced in almost every 

religion through ancient Asia, Europe, Africa, and America. 
The progress of the aacred serpent from Paradise to Peru i1 one 
of the moat remarkable phenomena in mythological history, 
and to be accounted for only upon the supposition that a cor· 
rnpted tradition of the serpent in Paradiae had been handed 
down from generation to generation."-(Dean, p. 32.) 

11 Potter (Archmol. GnBC. 1. 2, c, 9) gives a fearful account 
of the connection between serpents and oracles. He says that 
"under the tripos, where the Pythia delivered her responses, 
Rometimea appeared a dragon that returned answers ; and that 
the Pythia was once killed by him." And Eusebius reports, 
8parcovra 11'f pl rov rpl1ro8a, that "a serpent rolled himself about 
the tripod." How potent soever might be the 1pirit which 
communicated inspiration to the Pytbia, many instances are on 
record where the prie1teea reCused to yield obedience to bis in· 
junctions. Bribes have been accepted by several of the Pythiie, 
who, for a stipulated remuneration, did ;i>.,11'rll.:uv, or deliver 
their oracles at the dictation of their employers ; and Nero 
dared the vengeance of the spirits of the aacred cavern by 
openly polluting it with the blood of men slain at the cavern's 
mouth. But when barbarism gave way to civilization, these 
oracles certainly began to fail ; and at the appearance of Jesus 
Christ to show mankind their fallacy, aud guide them by the 
light of truth under the high sanction of revelation, they be
came wholly silent and were beard no more.--{Plut. de Orac. 
Defee.) Juvenal, in hie sixth satire, says, "Delphia oracula. 

D 3 
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their minds in the fetters of superstition and over
whelming darkness. But the incarnation of Christ, 
by striking his oracles dumb, 13 relieved his deluded 
votaries from the effects of his potent agency. And 
he himself was reluctantly compelled to announce 
his degradation : for when Au,,crustus consulted the 
oracle at Delphi, it answered that a child was born 
in Judea, who, being the Supreme God, had com
manded him to depart, and he durst not disobey.14 

You may deem it something more than accidental 
that there should exist a tradition of the Messiah 
bruising the serpent's head, and the serpent bruising 
his heel, equally in the East and in the West,
amongst the Indians, 111 the Greeks, and the Goths of 
Scandinavia. ; and yet it is an indisputable fact, that 
each of these nations preserved in their respective 
systems of religion this very remarkable pr~phecy. 10 

ceseant." And Btra.bo (1. 7) 11ay1 that in the time of Augustus 
Ciesar the ora.c\e at Dodona ceaeed to give responses. 

11 Strabo, 1. vii. 
14 Buid. in voe. Delphi. 
11 There are two beautiful engravings inserted by Maurice 

in hie " History of Hindostan," which represent Cbreeshna 
auft'ering and triumphant. They are evidently ancient recorda 
in that country of the Fall and Redemption. He is repreeented 
in one of them as if struggling in the embr&ee11 of an enormo1111 
serpent, tDho bitu lau Mel ; and in the other he is represented u 
trampling. on tk ~' Mad. 

11 " How extraordinary that every remarkable event which 
actually occurred in the inmncy of the world waa accurately 
p1'811erved by idolatrous nations, how widely soever they had 
departed from that peculiar people to whom the conservation cif 
the antediluvian history was committed. A. eon of the first 
man was violently &111111ulted and slain by his brother, as we are 
told hr Moses. Accordingly, other nations have a oorreaponding 
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In the former country, the Brahmins have in their 
temples some sculptured figures which are unques
tionably descriptive of this event. One of them 
represents their middle god, Vishnu or Kreeshna, 
with bis foot on the serpent's head ; a.nd another 
has the same god encompassed in the folds of a 
serpent, which is in the act of biting his heeL17 In 
the same mythology, a monster compounded of a 
man and an eagle, called Ga.rude., is represented as 
being placed at the ea.stem portal of the garden of 
Eden, to pre'Dent t!UJ intruBion of serpents; to which 
animals he was supposed to bear a decided antipathy. 
After a long conflict, however, he destroyed them all 
except one, which he slung round bis neck as a 
trophy.18 This fable evidently refers to the expul
sion of Adam from Paradise, the cherubim placed 
to exclude his contaminated race, and . the ulti
mate destruction of them all, except the patriarch 
Noah. 

The Greek mythology fumishe8 us with another 
instance of this primitive doctrine, in its fable of 
the garden of Hesperides. Here existed a .tree 
which bore golden apples ; but it was guarded from 
violation by a serpent, whose folds encircled the 

tradition. &nchoniatho has recorded that a BOD of U ranas was 
killed by his brothers. In Diodorus we find Hesperion meets 
a similar fate ; and the Persian annals represent Siameck, the 
BOD of Cai-Amurath, the first king of Persia, as being killed by 
giants."-(Howard's Thoughts on the Structure of the Globe, 
p. 229.) 

17 Vide Ma.urioe's Hist. of Hindoata.n, Plates, vol. ii. p. 290. 
18 Moor's Hind. Pa.nth. p. 336. . 
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trunk of the sacred tree.19 Hercules successfully 
engaged the serpent, and having slain him, took 
away the precious fruit. This event, being . deemed 
of sufficient importance to be perpetuated, was 
introduced into the Celestial Sphere, where Her
cules is represented as trampling on the serpent's 
head. 

In Scandinavia., Thor, who is worshipped as a. 
mediator, is said to have bruised the head of the 
great serpent with his club ;20 and, in a final en
gagement with the monster, it is predicted that he 
shall overcome and sla.y him,-though himself shall 
perish from the poisonous exhalations which proceed 
out of his mouth during the terrible encounter.21 

1.rhus far the application of this symbol is exceed
ingly satisfactory, and worthy of an introduction 
into a system which was instituted to keep alive in 
our hearts a veneration for the Supreme Being, and 
an unmixed love of virtue and pure morality. But 
we must now extend our views to distant regions, 
and mark in what manner, and for what purposes, 
this same symbol was introduced into other institu
tions bearing the character of Freemasonry, until 
the absolute worship of the serpent became a super
stition prevalent throughout the whole world. 211 

•~ The dragon, in the Grecian fable of the Hesperides, is evi· 
dently a version of the serpent tempting Eve in the garden of 
Eden ; for, according to Apollodorus, M Med all kinda of t1oicta; 
and it is clear from our own Scriptures that the human voice 

·was one of them. 
90 Edda, Fab. 27. •1 lb. 82. 
" Justin Martyr tells us (Apol. i. p. 60) that, among all the 
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If you will aooompany me in my progress from 
one country to another, we will endeavour to pro
duce a complete illustration of this symbol, founded 
on the facts which I have already laid before you. 
Egypt was the great conservator of ancient idolatry, 
-and here we will commence our researches. ·-In 
Egypt the serpent formed a symbol of the most 
awful images in existence.u Cneph was the serpent
god of this people ; he was the second person of the 
sacred Triad, and said to be the Creator of the 
world.H He was usually represented by a hooded 
snake,-sometimes called Basilicus, or the Royal 

things which were aooounted aacred amongst the Greeb, the 
serpent was particularly coneidered aa a very mysterious em
blem. It is, indeed, most eingular that serpents should be 
either real or symbolical olljects of devotion in almoet every 
known system of false religion. They were universal emblems 
of life and health ; received the appellation of the beneficent 
demon, and were visible repreeentatives of the god of creation 
and providence. And it is 1till more remarkable that there 
was always attached to the serpent. an undefined idea of some 
restoration to the divine favour, which WM expected to be 
accomplished by a gratuitous sacrifice. 

13 Kirch. in CEdip. syn. 18, p. 608. Herod. in Eu~rp. "Tho 
serpent deity in Egypt. was called Canoph, Caneph, and Cneph. 
It had also the name of Ob or Oub, And was the same "" 
Basilicus, or Royal Serpent ; the same also as the Thermutis ; 
and in like manner was made use of, by way of ornftment, to the 
statues of their gode. He was the same as Osiris, the Sun ; 
and there were pillars sacred to him, with curious hieroglyphical 
inscriptions, which were called Ob-El, or Pytho Sol. They 
were very lofty and narrow in comparison to their length ; 
hence amongst the Greeb, who copied them from the Egyptians, 
everything gradually tapering to a point was styled Obelos and 
Obeliscus."-(Bryant, Annal. vol. ii. p. 204.) 

14 Euseb. Prmp. EYaD. 1. iii. c. 11. 
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Serpent. The Egyptian temples were full of repre
sentations of this god.25 Eternity was ever present 
to the mind of the devout worshipper, under the 
similitude of a serpent with its ta.ii in its mouth, or 
an endless serpent inclosing an eye ; e.nd Wisdom 
was represented by the same animal extended at 
length. Did he meditate on the mysterious Tri-Une 
Deity, Eicton-Cneph-Phtha, he was presented to the 
worshipper's recollection by the figure of a Globe 
and a Winged Serpent,-the globe symbolized the 
Supreme a.nd Eternal God ; the serpent, the ani
mating principle ; and the wings, the hovering Spirit 
of God, which moved on the face of the waters at 
the creation of the world. 

Bend we now our course towards the farthest 
bounds of the East, to leam what the Persians, 
the Indians, and the Chinese, believed about this 
noxious reptile. In the former country the serpent 
was worshipped,lHI and considered an· emblem of the 
Sun, which WlltB esteemed the supernal habitation of 
their great god Mithra.s.27 And the visible symbol. 
was the d~ity enveloped in the folds of an enormous 

16 Vide Belzoni's Researches in Egypt, Platea. 
!Ill Euseb. Prmp. Evan. 1. i. c. 10. • 
111 Strabo, 1. xv. Suid. in voe. The god Mithra& was repre· 

1!4lnted encircled by a serpent ; and during the ceremonies of 
init.iation a aerpentwas thrown into the bolom of the candidate, 
whioh found its way out at the skirts of hie garment. There is 
a representation in Montfa.u\l(ln of the head of a young man 
with the inacription, JJ«J invicto Milhr ffCU!ldimi.a dat; and. 
under it the figure of a serpent, Thia was Mithraa, who ia 
styled invictua, and represented as a beardleH youth, like the 
ima.ae of Apollo, 
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snake.28 In India the serpent was elevated into an 
object of adoration ;211 and the splendid temples at 
Elom contain many specimens of serpent-deities. 
In the second story of Teen Tal, at the south end 
of the vemnda, is a. very large figure of Sey D80, 
or more commonly SeyAudea, the immortal serpent.30 

In the temple of J a.gnat, innumerable fignres of 
serpents a.re inscribed on the walls, 51 which display 
the antiquity and prevalence of this degraded wor
ship in the vast regions of Hindosta.n. Vishnu and 
Siva are equally represented as encompassed by curl
ing serpents, to denote their divine original. 

In China. we again find this loathsome reptile 
raised to divine honours and worshipped. A Ring 
supported by two Serpents, was an awful symbol 
amongst the Chinese,-emblematical of the world 
protected by the power and governed by the wisdom 
of the Creator. This people were indeed most 
superstitiously attached to the worship of dragons 
or serpents.32 The sixty-four symbols of the god 

18 Montf. Ant. vol. ii. p. 368. 
111 Maurice's Indian Ant. vol. v. p. 1015. 
ao Seeley's Elora, p. 175. •• Ibid. p. 216. 
• "The great Chinese Dragon, 10 conspicuous in every public 

and private edifice, was the symbolical serpent of ancient 
mythology, under a more fanciful and poetic form. It was the 
genial banner of the empire, and indicated everything that w1111 
sacred in it. It wa.s not only the stamp and symbol of royalty, 
but is sculptured in all the temples, blazoned on the furniture 
of the houses, and interwoven with the vestments of the chief 
nobility. The emperor bears a dragon as his armorial device; 
and the same figure is engraved on his sceptre and diadem, as 
well as on all the vases of the imperial palace."-(Dean, p. 71.) 
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Fo-Hi,-who is 118.id to have had the body of a 
serpent, 33-were revealed by this animal emerging 
from the bottom of a sacred lake. And thunder or 
rain, fair and foul weather, a.re equally attributable 
to the influence of the serpent.34 

From the East proceed we to the W est,-making 
a short excursion to New Zealand, as we traverse 
the vast ocean which separates China and Japan 
from the continent of America. These savages have 
no written records, and yet, from oral tradition alone, 
they know that the serpent once spake with the 
human voice ; and hence they adore him as a supe
rior being. But he is their god of sorrow. They 
believe also that man was first created, and that 
woman was formed out of one of his ribs, separated 
from his side by the Deity himself, to be his com
panion and friend, while as yet there existed no 
mortal but himself. 35 

In the savage regions of America we find abund
ant traces of this superstition. The two parent.a of 
the human race were said by the Mexicans to have 
been preserved from the effects of the Deluge by 
means of serpent.s,-which induced the adoration of 
this animal. The visible symbol of that preserva
tion was a Rainbow, with a serpent suspended from 
each end of it. 'fhe temples of their bloody and 
vindictive deities were covered with representations 

"'Couplet. Pnef. ad Tab.Chron. p. 8, in Fab. Pag. Idol. vol. L 
p. 458. 

•• Du Halde's China, vol. i. p. 27'0. 
30 Marsden, in Christ. Observ. Nov. 1810, p. 724. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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of serpents, ss in all their terrible varieties ; and their 
high god Vitzliputzli was portrayed in the shape of 
a man, whose hideous countenance was rendered 
truly horrible and disgusting by certain black lines 
prawn acrOSJ! his forehead and his nose. He was 
seated on a Globe,-which was a symbol of his uni
versal power-over a lofty altar supported by four 
long poles, each end of which was ornamented with 
a serpent's head. His right hand grasped a serpent, 
and his ltft, a buckler with arrows,-a.ll charged 
with emblematical devices, ea-0h conveying som.e 
mysterious signification, and inculcating some useful 
lesson known only to the initia.ted.87 

This general veneration of so filthy a reptile is 
somewhat astonishing, but you may rely on my 
accuracy and fidelity. I have spared no pa.ins in the 
research ; and if I had not honestly believed it was 
in my power to add to your stock of Masonic know
ledge, as well as to interest and amuse your minds, 
I should not have offered these Lectures to your 
notice. I have, however, still more extraordinary 
facts to relate. 

Returning to our own quarter of the globe, we 
find serpent-worship so very prevalent in the early 
ages of the world, as to impose a distinguishing 
appellation on the whole continent : for Europe is 
said to have derived its name from the worship of 
Eur-Op, the Serpent of the Sun.'8 

38 Gage's Surv. of the West Indies, p. 117. 
37 Purch. Pilgr. b. viii. c. 11, p. 796. 
38 Fab. Cabir. vol. i. p. 180. 
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The inhabitants of ancient Scandinavia accounted 
living serpents sacred,ao and fed them daily with 
milk.~ In Gaul, serpents were emblematical of 
wisdom and truth. •1 

The Druids of Britain had a high veneration fo~ 
the serpent. Their great god Hu-typified by that 
reptile-was represented by the bards, 42 as " the 
:wonderful chief Dragon, the sovereign of heaven.'3 

• Olaus Magnus, Hiat. Septeutr. 1. x:d. c. 80. 
40 The serpent formed a constituent part of their ll&Ol"ed Triad. 

The priest. practised augury by its asaistance, because they 
considered it endued with some portion of celestial prescience. 
By virtue of certain incantations they tempted the serpents from 
their hiding-places, and offered them choice provisions. H they 
came freely and partook of what was set before them, it was 
aooounted a good omen ; but if they exhibited any appearance 
of reluctance, and lurked about, or returned to their holes 
without accepting the proffered food, the omen was deemed 
unpropitious, and portended some fatal di111111ter. In the moat 
barbarous districts, it is said that the remains of this superstition 
exist at the present day. 

41 A curiou1 statue representing the goddeBS ef Truth hu 
been discovered amongst the ruin1 of the ancient temple of 
Montmorillon, in Poictou,-and Montf'a1190n has given a plate 
of it (Supplem. tom. Ii. p. 221). "The goddess is quite naked ; 
and two lllf'PMtl (emblems of wisdom) twined round her legs 
and body, are embraced by both her hands, to show the har
mony, connection, and inseparable union between wisdom and 
truth; the heads of both these serpents are applied to the 
breasts of the goddess, to show that wisdom draws all her aup· 
port from truth ; they are clasped Wit and directed to the seat 
of nourishment, to show that truth readily yields her ohoicest 
treasures, her most amiable beauties, to the researches of the 
wise and studious."-(Borl. Comw. p. 108.) 

42 Davies's Druids, pp. 120, 121. 
41 Dr. Stukeley says, that "the stupendous temple at Abury, 

in Wiltshire, ii cz picttwd of tM Dftty; and more particularly of 
the Trinity; but most particularly what they anciently called 
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And their most potent symbol or amulet was the 
Angninum or Glain-neidr, which derived its sole 
efficacy from its connection with the Serpent. It was 
&ttended by a serpent, which had entwined itself 
round the centre of the amulet, as the conservator 
Of its virtues ; and signified the superintending ca.re 
which an Eternal Being affords to his creatures. 
The a.nguinum was said to be produced from the 
saliva of a large ball of serpents closely interwoven 
together ; and being impelled into the air by the 
hissing of the serpents, was received by a horseman 
in a pure white cloth, who was obliged to retire 
precipitately from the spot, to escape the fury of the 
serpents, who usually pursued the fugitive until they 
were impeded by a river, which they were unable to 
cross.'~ 

The Serpent with its tail in its mouth was an 

the Father and the Word, who created all things ; -this figure 
you will find on the top of all the obelisks, being equivalent to 
the Hebrew Tetragrammaton. A snake proceeding from a circle, 
is the internal prooeuion of the Son from the First Cause. 
The Egyptians frequently added wings to it,-then it was the 
Trinity properly; but our ancestors judged, I suppose, that 
they could not represent the wings well in stone-work, so 
omitted them. The Egyptians called this figur~ Hemptha; the 
Greeks, in abbreviated writing, used it for Daimon, or the good 
genius; the Brachmans in the East Indies use it; the Chinese; 
the ancient Persians, with whom it still remains at Persepolis ; 
the Americans ; our Britons : this shows it WllB extremely 
ancient; but of all nations, our ancestors have had the greatest 
veneration for it, that they have expanded it in so laborious a 
picture, three miles long."-(Letter from Dr. Stukeley to Mr. 
Gale, Stamford, June 25, 1730.) 

44 Vid. Antiq. of Masonry, p. 122, note. 
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emblem of Eternity with the Druids ; and it read to 
the initiated a striking lesson on the certainty of 
death; teaching them the universal fiat of nature, 
that every one who is bom into the world must retul'll 
to the place from whence he came, and be resolved 
into his original dust. · 

The reason to be assigned for the general worship 
of the Serpent may, with some probability, be as 
follows. Man, having brought himself under the 
domination of Satan, not only by listening to his 
suggestions in the garden, but by a subsequent re
nunciation of the primitive worship; and feeling that 
he was accursed, without possessing in himself the 
means of restoration to the divine favour, was willing 
to propitiate the being to whom all his misery was 
to be attributed, and who was hence esteemed the 
arbiter of his fate, by offering for his acceptance the 
rites of divine worship.•5 Hence we find that in every 
system of idolatry, the chief deities were said to 
have taken up their abode in the bodies of serpen.ts ; 
and a serpent attached to the statue of a god in any 
part of the world, was considered an unequivocal 
mark of his divinity ; from which belief, the devil, 
in holy Scripture, is usually denominated a Serpent 
or Dragon. 46 

The antiquity of Serpent-worship cannot be safely 
asserted ; hut it might commence very soon after the 

45 Montfau~on (Plate 46 of his second volume) gives us an 
engraving of an ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic which represents 
a priest kneeling before an idol with three serpents' heads, and 
in the act of adoration. 

41 Rev. xii. 9, xiii. 4. 
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institution of idolatry, for Taut or Thoth was esteemed 
by the Phamioians as the first pel'llOn who introduced 
the worship of serpents among mankind ;47 and 
Thoth or Pathrusim was the great-grandson of Noah. 
It may be reasonably conjectured, however, that the 
veneration of this animal might date its original 
even from Paradise ; for it is an ancient opinion, 
that the angels of heaven who conversed with Adam 
before his unhappy fa.ll, assumed the bright form of 
winged serpents. · 

On any other principle, it will be difficult to con
ceive how our great mother should so familiarly admit 
the approaches of an animal which, she would other
wise be certain, could neither speak nor act rationally. 
But if the angels associated with Adam in this 
specific form, the difficulty vanishes, for our grand 
adversary, by assuming a shape which would elude 
suspicion, might reasonably expect to · succeed in 
accomplishing his perfidious purposes. And hence 
it t1hould appear that this animal, which, from the 
splendour of its colours, and the geometrical exactness 
of the figures which nature has painted on the outer 
surface of its skin, is possessed of great external 
beauty, was, before the Fall, an object of unmixed 
admiration and delight unequalled by any other 
created anima148 It was subsequently to that melan-

41 Euseb. Pnep. Evan. 1. i. c. 10. 
48 Vide Teniaon's Idolatry, c. 14. "If the seraphim," Mys 

this learned prelate, "had not appeared in some such form, it 
would be very difficult to give any tolerable account of the 
temptation of Adam and Eve by a dwmon in the shape of a 
serpent. That serpent is ridiculously painted in the form of a 
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choly deviation from God's commands, that the 
serpent became an object of horror and loathing to 
mankind, and was unquestionably worshipped by the 
first idolaters in the way of propitiation. 

It must here be observed, that in the mythology of 
heathen nations, two kinds of serpents were intro
duced, endowed with different and contrary attributes. 
The one was malignant, a symbol of the evil principle, 
and accounted instrumental in producing the universal 
deluge; the other beneficent, and supposed to possess 
every good and estimable quality. And these powers 
are represented as engaged in acts of continued 
hostility. 

In the ages immediately subsequent to the Flood, 
the sons of Noah would propagate amongst their 
posterity the fact, that the knowledge of good and 
evil was acquired by the original parents of mankind 
through the intervention of a serpent, endowed with 
Speech, Wisdom,~ and Foresight. Such a represen
tation proceeding from authority, would naturally 
induce a high degree of respect and veneration for 

creeping one, before the Fall ; and it is impossible to conceive our 
parents so stupid as to have entered into dialogue with such a 
creature, without any aetonishment. But being used to the 
Sheohinah of the Logos, and to the appearance of ministering 
angels showing themselves in some such winged form, it is easy 
to conceive, upon that supposition, how they might entertain 
some familiar discourse with a creature assuming that image in 
very splendid and glorious manner."-(Ten. Idol. p. 864.) 

411 The Cuthites were very wise and learned, and it was 
reputed that they reoei ved their instruction from serpents. 
The same thing was said of Melampus and Tiresias, who were 
rendered prophetic by a communication with these reptiles. 
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an animal possessing these extraordinary attributes ; 
which would soon degenerate into actual worship, 
when the true God was entirely fonaken. This may 
be assumed as the true ca118e of Serpent-worship ; 
and it is highly probable that both Jews and Chris
tiims, as well as acknowledged idolaters, have adored 
this animal on precisely the same principle. 

Amongst the nations contiguous to the Jew~ it 
might have a further reference to the Seraphim or 
ministering Angels of that people ; for Saraph 
signifies equally a fiery Serpent, 5o and an Angel . .5l 

And the miraculous cores effected by the Brazen 
Serpeflt would give an additional impulse to the· 
pmctice, particularly when we consider that at a 
subsequent period, the Israelites themselves elevated 
this very symbol into an object of idolatroTIB worship . .5t 

And I may add, with a learned mythologist, often 
quoted, that " since the fiery and :flitting appearance 
of the Seraphim stationed before the garden of Eden, 
would bear a considerable resemblance to that of the 
fiery flying Serpent; :sa and since the very same a.ppel-

.,, Numb. xxi. 6, 8.-In the book of Numbers this word is 
ul!lld for a fiery flying eerpent :-"The Lord sent Sarapb, or fiery 
eerpenta, amongst them ;" and in the time of that plague in the 
wildemeBB, Jehovah directed M01188 to make a Saraph and aet. 
it on a pole. And in the book of Deuteronomy (o. viii. v. Hi), 
a burning serpent is called Naohasb Saraph. 

u Ieaiab vi. 62 2 Kings xviii. '· 
63 The seraphim of the wildemesa are proved by Booharl to 

have been the same as tboae called by Iaaiah (xix. 29, and 
:ux. 6) "fiery flying serpents." Whether the epithet "flying" was 
a metaphor for velocity, or whether it actually meant that tbeBe 
creature& bad wings, is immaterial. Tradition had inve&ted 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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lation was employed to designate each of them, it 
was not unnatural to conclude, that the form of the 
flying Serpent entered into the composition of the 
Seraphic or Cherubic emblems. We have no warrant 
indeed from Scripture to suppose that this was really 
the case ; yet the notion itself, however erroneous, 
seems to have been of very great antiquity; and the 
existence of such a notion would obviously cause the 
Serpent, particularly the Winged Serpent, to be. 
viewed as a fit symbol of the Agathodmmon.5t 

Before I conclude this account of Serpent-worship, 
I cannot omit to lay before you a very curious and 
extraordinary account of the same superstition, as 
practised by a sect of Christians who were denomi
nated Ophitm, " both from the veneration they had 
for the Serpent that tempted Eve, and the worship 
they paid to a real Serpent. They pretended that 
the Serpent was Jesus Christ, and that he taught 
men the knowledge of good and evil. They distin
guished between J ea111 and OkriBt : Jesus, J;hey said, 
was born of the Virgin, but Christ came down from 
heaven to be united with him ; Jesus was crucified, 
but Christ had left him to return to heaven. They 
had a live serpent which they kept in a kind of cage; 
at certain times they opened the cage-door, and called 
the serpent : the animal came out, and mounting 

both the celestial and terrestrial 11eraphim with wings ; and 
hence the idea that the paradisaical serpent w11.11 a "winged" 
creature. Hence also the poetical fiction of winged dragons 
&11 gua1ilians of treasure and protectors of female innocence. -
(Dean, p. 69.) -

14 Fab. Pag. Idol. p. ii. o. 7. 
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upon the table, twined itself about some loaves of 
bread : this bread they broke, and distributed it to 
the company, who all kissed the serpent in turn. 
This they called their Eucharist ! " 55 

Thus have I exhibited for your consideration a 
very comprehensive account of the origin and uses of 
this emblem in every nation of the ancient world. 
Amongst Masons, as I have already observed, it · 
serves to remind us of our fall in Adam and our 
restoration in Christ; who has not only bruised the 
Serpent's head, but has restricted bis power, and 
frustrated his malevolent intentions, by revealing to 
mankind the conditions of salvation, purchased by 
his own sufferings and death. 

61 Encyc. Perth. in voe. Ophites. 

E 
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LECTURE IV. 

THE CHERUBIM. 

"Forth rush'd with whirlwind sound 
The chariot of paternal deity, 
Flashing thick 11.ames, wheel within wheel indrawn, 
Itself instinct :with spirit, but convoy'd 
By four CHEBUBIO shape• : four faces each 
Had wondrouH ; as with stars their bodies all, 
And wings were set with eyes ; with eyes the wheels 
Of beryl, and careering fires between."-MILTON. 

"The figures composing the Cherubim were the ordinary 
symbols of fire, light, and air ; and these were the similitudes 
under one or other of which the Deity usually manifested him· 
eel±; and were intended to represent the characters of all persons 
in the Divine essence that fire, light, and air, or spirit, re
sembled."-Tm: PBBSTONIAN Lli:OTUBES. 

EVERY branch of science is progressive. In the 
First Degree of Masonry, we are taught the several 
duties of our station, whether to God, our neighbour, 
or ourselves ;-the practice of the Theological and 
Cardinal Virtues, and every moral and social work. 
In the Second Degree we are admitted to a partici
pation in the mysteries of human science ; and catch 
a glimpse of celestial glory. But in the Third Degree, 
the veil is removed ; we are admitted to the Holy of 
Holies ; we view the Cherubim in all their bright
ness ; 1 and are blessed with a foretaste of heaven, 

1 An old masonic formula in my possession has the following 
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through the resurrection of the dead.~ And if we 
pass on to the Royal Arch, we receive a wonderful 
accession of knowledge, and find tJ'Derytking made 
perfect; for this is the ne plua ultra of Masonry, 
and can never be exceeded by any human Institution. 

In the peculiar Lectures of Masonry, much import
s.nee is attached to that great symbol of the glory of 
God, the Cherubim, which constitutes the coat
armour of the cra.ft.3 It is a subject which adds 

pusage : "The prophet Amos upbraided the Israelites witb. 
their superstitions in the wilderness, BBying, 'Ye have borne 
during your wanderings in the desert, the tabernacle of your 
god Molooh,'-a ooatom which they had doubtless learned in 
Egypt, and oon11equently had been in use long before tb.e taber
nacle of Mosea waa oonatruoted. In order therefore that the 
Israelites, who were exceedingly addicted to the manners of the 
Egyptians, might not any longer carry about the tabernacle of 
Moloch after the gentile fashion, they were permitted to make 
a tabernacle to the true and living God, and carry it about in 
honour of him; and it waa furnished with an ark, an oracle, an 
altar, and cherubim of glory. 

9 "Pure Freemaaonry may be called a handmaid of Chris· 
tianity : the morality of the one is the morality of the other. 
The principles of Freemasonry are : love of God above all 
things, and our neighbour as ourselves; due obedience to the 
l&wa of the country, and to all lawful auperiors; brotherly love 
and univerBBl charity. These beautiful characteriatics distin
guish Freemaaonry-honoured through all antiquity-from all 
other secret societies which have arisen of late years, under the 
cloak of a name, but by such abused to the degradation of 
religion, subversion of good order in society, and dangerous 
to the tranquillity of states,-(Rejeoted Letters, by a Catholic, 
p. 5.) 

3 The doors of the Temple were fin in number : the first led 
into the court of tpe Israelites ; the second, into the court of 
the priests ; the third was the door of Solomon's Porch ; the 
fourth led into the Holy Place ; and the fifth waa that which 

E 2 



76 SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 

much to ·the dignity and authority of our Science ; 
inasmuch as its illustration has formed an important 
part of Speculative Masonry, from the moment that 
it fie.med into awful grandeur on the Eastern portal 
of the garden of Eden to the present time. 

It is a curious phenomenon in the worship of 
heathen nations, that their ideas of the Deity, as 
comprehended under a visible form, were invariably 
derived from the Symbols of the Patriarchal or Jewish 
religion, and principally from the system used by the 
former, which was the grand trunk or root, from 
which the religious institutions of every nation and 
people shot forth their luxuriant branches. The 
great Symbol of the Deity, used both by the Patri
archs and their legitimate successors the Jews, was 
the Cherubim of Glory, expressive of the wisdom 
and power of Jehovah ; and this invested these pure 
systems of worship with a distinctive character of 
holiness and truth, which the gentiles in vain strove 
to emulate, by an adoption of the constituent parts 
of the symbol, as real and acknowledged objects of 
genuine and rational devotion. In the present Lec
ture, I shall endeavour to illustrate this Cherubic 
Symbol, which in all ages has constituted one of the 
aeoretB of legitimate Masonry ; and if we find that 
it has been actually adopted into the mysterious 

led to the Holy of Holies. Cherubims in great abundance were 
delineated on these doors, which were overlaid with gold. The 
ho1t of a.ngels are here represented 1111 attending upon the 
Divine Majesty as his ministera to execute Ii.is ple&1111re.-(Old 
Lectures.) 
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institutions of every system of false religion known 
amongst men, this fact will be amply sufficient to 
warrant a conclusion, that, they all emanated from 
the same source. 

This sublime symbol was vouchsafed to man at the 
fall ; and was placed over the East Gate of the garden 
of Eden upon an ark, overshadowed by the divine 
glory or Shekinah. Here it remained, a permanent 
token of the divine presence, until the accumulated 
sins of men provoked the Almighty to withdraw his 
glory, and substitute a deluge of waters, which 
swept the apostate race from off the earth. It was 
renewed at the deliverance of God's chosen people 
from the tyranny of Egypt, and was again lost at the 
destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar ; but 
was revealed to Ezekiel, when the rebuilding of that 
celebrated edifice demanded a divine communication 
to impart the true form of the glorious Symbol, by 
which God had graciously manifested himself to his 
favourite people in ancient times, and which might 
probably have been lost, or inaccurately preserved 
during the calamities and privations attending a long 
and oppressive captivity in a foreign land. 

This glorious appearance was exhibited to the 
prophet's enraptured view in a splendid and incom
parable vision ; and is described by him' as consisting 
of an animal with the body of an Ox, invested with 
four distinct heads of a Lion, an Ox, an Eagle, and 
a Man.6 The three first bore a striking resemblance 

4 Chap. i. 
6 "They four had the face of a man and the faoe of a lion 
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to the Trinity ; and the iourth head was that oi a 
man, to denote that He, who, in his infinite mercy 
condescended to work out our salvation, should be 
clothed with humanity to accomplish the under
taking, and execute the great design as a created 
being. The whole compound fignre was an apt 
symbol oi all the Redeemed, thus placed under the 
visible protection oi the Deity, manifested in the 
Shekinah, which extended its gracious influence 
over the Mercy Seat, on which· the Cherubim were 
placed.6 

It was shadowed forth in the camp of the Israel
ites. 'rhe standard of Judah was emblazoned with 
the figure of a Lion, and hence the king of J odah 

·was emblematically denominated a Lion ; 7 that oi 

on the right aide ; and they four had the face of an ox on the 
left side ; they four also had the face of an eagle. "-(Ezek. o, 1. 
v. 10.) 

a The cherubims were symbols of strength, address, prudence, 
and irresistible wisdom, which were excluded from no place, 
and superior to all difficulties. It was a custom amongst the 
Egyptians,-whence it doubtless passed to the Jews,-to frame 
compound figures for hieroglyphical or symbolical purposes. 
No one can believe that the cherubims were placed in the tem
ple to represent any single animal, compounded of a man, an ox, 
a lion, and an eagle,-and therefore we must necessarily admit 
that the parts of these animals, when joined together, were 
intended to signify several characters, powers, or persons, 
united together in one. As hieroglyphics were the most 
ancient form of writing, this will not only appear true, but 
likewise neoeBSary ; and that the Egyptians made use of these 
compositions, many of their monuments demonstrate, some of 
them showing two, and others three, heads of different animals 
upon one body.-(Old Lectures.) 

7 Ezek. xix. 3. 
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Ephraim, with an Ox; tha.t of Reuben, with a Man; 
and that of Dan with an Eagle.8 The Caba.lists, to 
identify these banners with the Deity, used to inscribe 
ea.ch of them with a letter of the Tetra.grammaton, 
or sacred name of God ; and the banners of the whole 
twelve tribes were ma.de symbols of the circle of the 
Zodiac, and represented the twelve months of the 
year ; the solstitial and equinoctial points beiDg 
symbolized by the four great banners of Judah, 
Ephraim, Reuben, and Dan.9 

It pointed out the nature of angels. The repre
sentation of a Man, a Lion, an Ox, and an Ea.gle10 
referred to their understanding, their power, their 
patient ministration, their swiftness in executing the 
commands of the Most High.11 The Ox being the 

1 "Diodorus Siculus adduces a corresponding custom in 
Egypt ; and among the Greeks we observe that the shield of 
Agamemnon bore a LION'S HEAD ; that of Alcibiades, a BER• 
PENT ; that of Cadmus, a DRAGON ; and that of Ulysses, a 
DoLPHIN."-(Wait'd Antiq. vol. i. p. 149.) More anciently the 
distinguishing symbols were placed upon the helmet. Thus, 
the crest of Osiris was a Hawk; of Horus, a Lion, &c. 

9 Brown's Vulg. Err. b. v. o. 10. 
10 The Evangelists under the Christian dispeneation are 

usually denoted by these four mystic animals : the man or angel 
being appropria~ to St. Matthew, the lion to St. Mark, the ox 
to St. Luke, and the eagle to St. John. 

11 Tremel. in Ezek. i. They are also emblematical of the 
angelical nature : that of the man to signify their benevolence 
and good-will to the human species; the wings and pa.rte of an 
eagle denote their celerity in executing the divine commands; 
t!ie part of a lion denotes their being strong in executing the 
oommande of heaven ; the part of the ox denotes their patience 
and assiduity in fulfilling their Maker's will. The reason why 
they were represented with their faces to each other, and their 
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symbol of Fire; the Lion, of Light, from the rays 
which were supposed to dart from his eyes ; and the 
Eagle, from his rapid excursions into that element, 
being the symbol of Air ; the union of Fire, Light, 
and Air or Spirit, were not only emblematical of the 
nature of ministering angels a.bout the throne of 
God ; 12 but were the actual vehicles by whic]}. the 
Deity himself had condescended personally to com
municate with ma.n. u 

Do you inquire for what particular purpose the 
Cherubim were designed 1 On this mysterious subject 
I fear we must be contented to remain in ignorance. 
To attempt to elucidate their use or application 

eyes fixed upon the covering, wae to denote they were the 
guardians of the law inclosed in the ark. Their stretched-forth 
wings on high denoted they were on the wing to fly where they 
were ordered by the Divine Majesty, whether to execute ven
geance on the transgressors of the law, or to dispense his 
favours to the observers of it. Their wings out-spread and 
meeting together formed, ae it were, a seat over the ark, which 
seat was called the Throne of God. Their faces looking towards 
each other signified their mutual consent and concord.-(The 
Prestonian Lectures.) 

12 Heb. xii. 29; Pa. xxvii. 1; John viii. 12, and iv. 24, &c. 
13 Calmat think& that "the figure of the cherubim was not 

always uniform, since they are differently described in the shape 
of men, eagles, oxen, and lions, and in a composition of all 
these figures put together. Moses likewise calls those symbol· 
ioal or hieroglyphical representations which were represented in 
embroideries upon the Veils of the Tabernacle, Cherubims of 
eostly work. Buch were the symbolical figures which the 
Egyptians placed at the gates of their temples, and the images 
of the generality of their gods, which were nothing commonly 
but statues composed of men and auimali."-(Calmet's Diet. in 
voe. Cherubim.) 
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among the Patriarchs and Idolaters, in the Taber
nacle or in the Temple, would only involve the 
subject in additional difficulty and obscurity. 

An enlightened Jewish Rabbi (Bechai) has, how
ever, observed, that God was declared to have been 
seated ab0'08 them, lest any person should imagine 
that such was the form of God himself, who alone is 
to be worshipped. He further avers that their wings 
were stretched upwards to show that they were only 
appointed to receive the divine influence coming on 
them from God above. H It is indeed evident that they 
could not be the form of the Deity himself, because 
no man hath seen God at any time, and they are 
described,15 as constantly employed in paying homage 
to Him that sat on the Throne ; which is the 
unquest~onable quality of an inferior being.16 

14 Wait's Antiq. vol. i. p. 166. ta Rev. iv. 8, 
18 "The Ark of the Covenant," 11ays Archbishop Tenieon, 

"considered in all the appendages of it, God vouchsafed to the 
Jewa in place of all the statues or creatures, or appearances of 
d110mons, which their fancy was apt to adore, and. in which 
demons did already, or might afterwards, counterfeit some shows 
of the Glorious Shekinah of God. The whole of the Ark seems 
to some, the triumphant chariot of God moved by angels, set 
forth by the form of beasts who drew the chariot& of the eastern 
kings,-whoae pomp the poets exalted into heaven in the 
chariots of their gods. This of the true God i1 represented 118 

moving by angels in the clouds, not as any fixed throne in itself; 
the power and providence of God, whose chariot hath wluela 
toith eyda, making all the world its circle, though often it took 
its way to the Tabernacle and Temple. Why Cherubims were 
added, the oause hath been often intimated Blready, to wit, by 
reuon that the Logos appearing aa God's Shekinah, was 
11tte11ded with angels, and especially with_ Cherubim. "-(Tenison's 
Idolatry, p. 839, 340.) 

E3 
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To Adam and his posterity this symbol was familiar, 
for it was continually before their eyes. And though 
withdrawn at the flood, its application was not 
forgotten by the sons of Noah. Shem and a certain 
portion of his d~scendants transferred it, along with 
the Science which they alone preserved in its original 
purity. Ham and Japheth were also acquainted with 
this sublime emblem ; and in the mysteries estab
lished by them on the broad foundation of Masonry, 
and disseminated by their posterity, it was conse
quently adopted, but with an erroneous reference. 
'fhe results were such as might be anticipated. 
When the true invisible God was renounced and 
forgotten, this symbol furnished mankind with plau
sible substitutes; and hence in almost all the heathen 
nations of which we have any account, the Supreme 
Being was worshipped under the corporeal form of 
one or other of its component parts ; and they all 
ultimately referred to the Sun, as the visible likeness 
of that divine Shekinah by which the Mercy Seat 
had been overshadowed ; 11 and hence this luminary, 

IT It may be here noted tha.t the walls of the Egyptian temples 
were covered within and without with relievo or intaglio 11011lp
ture, the former generally painted in brilliant colours. And it 
seems a singular coincidence that the most splendid hangings of 
the Tabernaole,-being the veils and the inner curtain, which 
within formed the ceiling, snd covered the plated boards out
side,-were wrought with figures of Cherubim. It is p088ible 
that in this and iu other instanoe1, the pre-occupation by the 
figures of Cherubim was designed to prevent the introduction 
of such idolatl'Ons scenes and symbols as the Egyptians were 
wont to exhibit on the walls of their temples. -(Kitto'• Palest. 
p. 246.) 
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in connection with the Cherubic animals, became a 
chief object of gentile worship throughout the 
world.18 

The Ox was adored in Egypt, India, and Britain ; 
China and J a.pan ; Persia, Greece, and Peru ; 19 his 
head being considered the representation of the Solar 
Orb ; the eyes referring to the Fire, and the home 
to those rays of light and Glory which are wmally 
pourtrayed as proceeding from a celestial object ; for 
Fire and Light were esteemed the general appear-

11 Amongst the gentiles were found compound symbols which 
are very nearly allied to the cherubic vision as described by 
Ezekiel "These," Faber observes, "I should not scruple to 
denominate the OMrubim <»' &raphim. qf Pagam:i1m ; and as the 
oracles of Jehovah, in the pure Patriarchal church, were deli
vered from between them, so in the corrupt Patriarchal church, 
and under the determined idolatrous system into which it 
finally merged, the images were still deemed oracular, and were 
thence used for the purposes of divination. Such images I take 
to be the Teraphim of the gentiles, mentioned in Holy Scrip
ture ; and though nothing appea1'11 to me more groundless than 
the supposition of Spencer, that the ritual of the Israelites was 
a studied transcript of the ritual of the Egyptians, because I 
am convinced that each equally originated from the ritual of 
Patriarchism ; yet I think it very likely that the tauriform 
Oairie, under hie ancient mystic appellation of &rapu, was 
venerated as the primeval Seraph or Teraph of Egypt. Under 
ench circumstances, in the gentile world, the cherubic forms of 
the man and the bull, and the lion and the eagle, were selected, 
eithel' in a simple or in a compound state, as the most favourite 
hieroglyphics of their oracular hero-gods,-and to them was 
added the paradisiacal figure of the Seraph or fiery serpent." 

19 Plin. Nat. Hist. I. viii. c. 46; Aeait. Research, vol. i. 
p. 250; Dav. Druids, p. 128; Coupl. Pnef. ad Tab. Chron. 
p. S; Kaimpf. Hist. Jap. p. 418; Bryant's Anal. vol. ii. p. 425; 
Nonni Dion, l. i.; Purch. Pilgr. b. ix. c. 10. 
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ances which God had always chose to manifest himself 
to his creatures. Hence not only Osiris and Isis,e0 

Ammon and Baochus,21 not only Alexander and 
A tilla," but even Moses himself, the prophet and 
messenger of the true God, is represented with horns 
or rays of glory encircling his head, es as an unequi
vocal indication of his sacred and supernal character. 

As the Ox was the predominating figure in the 
Cherubim, so it was the most universal symbol of 
idolatry, and was frequently worshipped in a com
pound form. It is probable that the fa.bled bulls 
with brazen feet, which breathed fire from their 
nostrils, and were the guardians of Jason's golden 
fleece, 2~ were taken from the bovine Cherubim. The 
Ox was an emblem of the great father or Noah; 
and the Ark was called Ken-Tauros, the stimulator 
of the Bull.e.5 He was worshipped with splendid 
Rites, at that season of the year particularly when 
the Sun was in Taurus. 

In India, the Bull was held in high veneration ; 
and honoured with diurnal worship in conjunction 
with the Linga or Phallus, as an united emblem of 
justice and prolific power. The Ammonitish idol 
Moloch was depicted with the head of a Bull, as was 

"° Vide Serv. En. 8. 21 Ov. Ep. Saph. Eurip. in Baooh, 
"' Brown's Vulg. Err. b. v. c. 9, 
13 "Horn" signifies glory, brightneas, rays; and the face of 

Moses was encompassed with horns,-that is, it was radiant, 
or aa it were, horns of light iesued from it. Aa the ancients 
frequently used horns to hold liquors, velll8ls containing oil aod 
perfumea are often 10 called, whether made of horn or not • 

.. Ovid. Met. l. vii. 21 Bryant. Anal. vol. ii. p. ••o. 
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also the Egyptian Apis ;26 and the goddes Astarte, 
as well as Isis, was represented with the homs of the 
same animal.27 The Persian Di'08 or Evil genius 
Arzshenk had a human body with the head of a 
Bull.~8 A Bull was also the well-known symbol of 
Bacchus ; who is styled in the Orphic Hymns, "the 
deity with two homs, having the head of a Bull."eg 
The veneration for this animal was carried to such 
an extent, that in Egypt the blood of a Bull W8.j! 

considered an abomination ; and the Indian idolaters 
of the present day have the greatest aversion, not 
unmixed with horror, to the custom of using the 
desh of an ox for food. 

'fhe LION was adored in the east and the west, by 
the Egyptians and the Mexicans as a most powerful 
divinity.30 The chief Druid in Britain was styled a 
Lion ; 31 whence it was certain that this animal was 

• "The bull has always held a prominent place in the reli· 
gious system of Asia. The sacred bull of the ABHyrians, the 
Apia of the Egyptians, and the bull Nandi of the Hindhus, are 
evidently identical types. The golden calf of the Israelites will 
not be forgotten ; and for the uae of the figure of the bull as a 
sacred ornament by the J ewe, the brazen sea in the Temple of 
Solomon may be cited (1 Kings Tii. 26 ; 2 Chron. iv. 4, 5 ; and 
Jerem. Iii. 20). That in Assyria, Baal, or the Supreme Deity, 
was worshipped under the form of a bull or heifer, may be in· 
ferred from Tobit i. 6: 'Now all the tribes which together 
revolted, and the house of my father Naphtali, sacrificed unto 
the heifer Baal : ' but the reading is doubtful." -(Layard, 
Nineveh, vol. ii. p. 474.) 

ri Sanoh. in Euseb. Prmp. Evan. I. i. o. 10. 
28 Richardson's Disaert. on East. Nat. p.171. 
211 Hymn 29. 30 Diod. Sic. Bibi. 1. i. c. 6. 

3 1 Gododin. Song, 22. 
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an object of worship with our remote ancestors, 
because the High Priest had frequently assigned to 
him the title of the deity. The same animal was 
emblematical of the Sun in Tartary and Persia ; 32 

the head, surrounded with a glittering mane, being 
the representative object of the divine light ; and 
hence, on the national banner of Pel"Sia, a Lion was 
emblazoned with the Sun rising from his back.33 

In every country where the Lion was known, he 
would be esteemed the lord of the creation, if not 
superior to a created being. His eyes which sparkle 
fire ; his shaggy mane which encircles the whole 
countenance, were likened to the splendid irradiations 
of the Deity ; and his strength and firmness were 
symbolical of the oppressive power of the Sun, in 
those torrid regions where he darts his rays of perpen
dicular heat, with resistless effulgence, on the heads 
of his devout worshippers. The Egyptian astrono
mers taught that the creation of the world took 
place at the precise period of time when the Sun rose 
in Leo ; which sign was hence esteemed the peculiar 

31 Hesych. 
11 "The Sovereigns of Persia have for many centuries pre

served, as the peculiar arms of their country, the sign or figure 
of Sol in the constellation Leo ; and this device, which exhibits 
a Lion oouchant and the Sun rising at his back, bas not only 
been aculptured upon their palaces, and embroidered upon their 
banners, but has been converted into an order, which, in the 
form of gold and silver medals, has been given to those who 
have distinguished themselves against the enemies of their 
oountry."-(Sir John Malcolm's Hist. of Pers. c, xxv.) These 
modem customs have emanated from the ancient anperstitiona of 
Persia, in which the lion bore a prominent character. 
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habitation of the Sun ; and this belief gave an 
additional stimulus to the veneration "!hich mankind 
entertained for the king of animals. u 

The EAGLB was sacred to the Sun in many coun
tries, particularly in some parts of Egypt,M Greece,'° 
and Persia..37 In our scriptures the king of Babylon 
is termed an eagle.38 It was reputed to have fed 
Jupiter with nectar in the Cretan cave, and was 
certainly an emblem of his dominion. With the 
British Druids it formed a symbol of their supreme 
god ; 39 it was embroidered on the consecrated standard 
of the Mexican princes ;'0 and the common ensign 
of the Roman Legions was a golden eagle. Indeed, 
the peculiar property which this nobte bird possesses 
of beholding with impunity the undiminished vigour 
of the Sun's meridian rays would naturally procure 
for it an emblematfoal distinction. 

The MAN, or idol in human shape, was worshipped 
all over the world ; for which custom this reason has 
been assigned by Porphyry, when charged with wor
shipping God under the figure of a man. He allowed 
the deity to be invisible, but thought him well repre-

14 Mr. Bryant observes, in reference to this superatition : 
"A1 the chief increase of the Nile w1111 when the Snn was pass
ing through Leo, the Egyptians ma.de the Lion a type of an 
inundation. All effusions of water were specified by this cha· 
racteristio. And from hence has been the custom of making 
the water which proceeds from cisterns and reservoirs, 1111 well 
M spouts from the roofs of buildings, come through ~he mouth 
of a lion."-(Bryant's Plagues of Egypt, p. 86, note. 

a. Diod. Bibi. p. 78. 18 Ovid. Metrun. I. x. 
17 Montf. Ant. vol. ii. p. 868. 11 Ezek. xvii. 8. 
39 Da'I". Druids, p.119. 40 Pnroh. Pil~. b. viii. o; 10. 
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sented in that_ form ; not because he is like him in 
external shape, but because that which is divine is 
rational:u But Tenison says " this was not the 
common cause, but an inclination to a sensible object, 
and an apprehension of human figure as that which 
was most excellent, and which belongeth to a king 
and governor, under which notion, in the grosser idea. 
of it, their reverence of earthly potentates had pictured 
God in their heads.u 

The confined limits of a. single Lecture preclude a 
more extended disquisition on these particular heads. 
Enough, however, has been said to render the conjec
ture extremely probable, that the worship of these 
symbols by heathen nations, had been adopted from a 
tradition of the dimne presence connected with the 
Cherubim, perverted from its original purpose ; the 
'Oiaible image being substituted for the supreme but 
in'Oisible God, represented in the Shekinah which 
overshadowed this glorious symbol. A probability 
which is increased by the consideration that these 
animals were not only worshipped separately, but, in 
imitation of the prototype, they were adored in abso
lute union, Clement of Alexandria conjectures that 
the Egyptian Sphinx and other compound hiero
glyphics were borrowed from them ; 43 and an extra-

41 Porph. in Euseb. de Pnep. Evan. I. iii. c. 7. 
42 Ten. Idol. p. 7 4. 
43 Strom. I. v. The Egyptian Sphinx, says an old formula of 

Ma.sonic Lectures, which Wt\11 placed at the entrance of their 
temples, seems to have given rise to two of the oherubic1igures 
exhibiting the head of a woman on the body of a lion ; although 
the Egyptians were much more addicted w making the body of 
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ordinary proof of this derivation is in that famous 
deity of Orpheus, which Damascius, quoted by Cud
worth, 44 tells us was a winged Serpent, with the 
three heads of a Man, a Bull, and a Lion. This 
divinity could have no reference but to the Jewish 
Cherubim. 

I am very much inclined to think that the Lion 
A vater of Hindostan may a.lso be referred to the same 
source. In this manifestation, a primeval Indian 
monarch, named Hirinakassap, having violated the 
commands of God, and ca.st off his allegiance to that 
great being, was destroyed by the divinity in the form 
of a compoun~ animal, consisting of a Man with the 
head of a Lion, from whose mouth issued flames of 
devouring fire. The Cherubim which expelled Adam 
from Paradise assumed two forms, and wielded a sword 
of fire, says the sacred historian, which turned every 
way to keep the Tree of Life ;45 or, in other words, to 
prevent our apoatate progenitor from attaining the 
privilege of immortality, which would have closed the 
avenues to the divine favour, and condemned him to 

their image human, and furnishing it with the head of a lion, a 
hawk, an eagle, a dog, a bull, or a ram. The application ma.de 
by the ancient Pagans of each of the figures of the Cherubim 
W&S to signify BO. many different deities, U is, therefore, COD· 

jectured that Jehovah condescended so far to the prejudices of 
the Israelites, which they had contracted in Egypt, as to make 
uae of the Cherubim for a symbolical representation of himsel~ 
as the tutelary deity of the Hebrews, and the Supreme Lord of 
the universe, by vindicating to himself those peculiar symbols 
by which the most celebrated deities of the heathen world were 
represented. 

44 Intel. Syst. b. i. c. 4. 44 Gen. iii. 24. 
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exist for ever in a state of wickedness and sin. It 
is, in fact, probable, that all the Indian A vaters were 
derived from recollections of traditional accounts 
of this glorious symbol of the Deity. 'rhe tenth is 
most certainly a mythological representation 46 of the 
second coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ.•7 

In a word, all the multiform animals which we view 
in connection with idolatry derive their origin from 
the ea.me source. They were misreprel!lentations of 
the doctrines of the mysteries; in which legends of 
these oversha.dowers of the Mercy Seat were certainly 
retained. What were the Satyrs, the Centaurs, the 
Sphinges, the Chimrerre, Garuda, and others 1 They 
have deformed every system of pagan the:>logy, and 

40 Vida Maur. ilist. Bind. ; Asiat. Res. vol. i. p. 236. 
47 In the celebration of the mysteries, as we are told by 

Proolus, the candidates beheld many objects of MULTIFORM: 

SHAPES, which prefigured the firat generation of the Goda.-(W ait's 
Ant. vol. i. p. 158.) The Persian fire worshippers dedicated 
eaoh month to a protecting angel, in whose honour certain cere
monies were instituted, all of which had a distinct connection 
with the Cherubim.-(In Plat. Tho!. l. i. o. 3.) The bull-man 
of the Zand Avesta was represented in the compound form of & 

man, a bull, and a horse. And the Persian Dive Munheras, in 
his first encounter with Sohrab the son of Roat&m, is depicted 
with the head of a bog ; and in the next M a mfl'0'111l, one side 
resembling the head of a lion, the other that of a wild boar.
(Richardson's Dissert. on East. Nat. p. 171.) Even the Israel· 
ites in the wilderness, not content with the pure and sober wor· 
ship as instituted by God himself, sighed after the splendid 
superstitions of the neighbouring nations (Amoa v. 25, 26), and 
it h&B been conjectured that they adored the Tabeme.ole as a 
compound form of the Deity; the Tabernacle itself being wor
shipped as Moloch, the Cherubim as Api.s, and the Shekinah as 
.Remphan. 
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certainly originated from the hallowed, yet misunder
lftood remembrance of these Hebraic Symbols.48 

In all the ancient mysteries which attended the 
religious practice of every region in the idolatrous 
world, one principal secret consisted of dissertations 
on the form and worship of God, as the best incentive 
to the practice of moral virtue. In these Lectures the 
component parts of the cherubic symbol formed promi
nent subjects of disquisition ; perverted indeed, and 
gradually receding from the truth, as they were con
veyed by uncertain tradition from the apostate sons 
of Noah down to the extirpation of idolatry. 'fhe 
practice was derived from a similar usage amongst the 
faithful wo1·shippers of the true God, who transmitted 
the sublime science of Lux ; and it has descended to 
our times pure and unadulterated. In the Lectures 
of Masonry this glorious emblem is copiously illus-

•• Wait's Antiq. vol. i. p.149. "klmollt every production 
of nature was an object of their religious worship : the sun, 
moon, planets, stars, the river Nile, animals of all aorta, from 
the human being to the monkey, dog, cat, and ibis, and even 
the onions and leeks which grew in their gardens. Jupiter was 
adored by them under the form of a l"&m, Apollo under the form 
of a crow, Bacchus under that of a goat, and Juno under that 
of a heifer. The reason why the Egyptians worshipped those 
animals is given by Eusebius, viz. : that when the giants made 
war on the gods, they were obliged to take refuge in Egypt, 
and assume the shapes, or disguise themselves under different 
kinds of animals, in order to escape. Jupiter hid him11elf in 
the body of a ram, Apollo in that of a crow, Bacchus in a goat, 
Diana. in a. oat, Juno in a. white heifer, Venue in a. :6.sh, and 
Mercury in the bird ibis. These animals, therefore, became 
sacred to them on account of the deities, who, as the fable 
reports, had tjW.en refuge in them."-(Ada.m Clark on Exod. 
viii. 26.) 
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trated, and placed before the imagination, arrayed in 
awful splendours, and surrounded with unfading 
beauties, as the scriptural representation of the glory 
of that gfeat Being,411 who is the universal Father of 
mankind, and into whose presence good Masone and 
virtuous men hope equally to be admitted at the final 
consummation of all sublunary things. 

Confine your attention steadily to this symbol, 
which is the pride and ornament of Masonry, and 
you cannot surely deviate from the practice of pure 
morality. We are told that Moses made two 
Cherubim, and fixed them permanently to the Mercy 
Seat, which was the sacred cover or lid of the Ark of 
the Covenant ;60 and that Solomon constructed two 
larger ones, which stood upright in the Sanctum 
Sanotorum on ea.ch side of the Ark, and etretohed 
their expanded wings over it, to improve the general 
appearance of the Most Holy Place, and render the 
hallowed repository of the Ark more beautiful and 
sublime.51 :i1heirwings formed a seat or throne over 
the Ark, in which God did not disdain perpetually 
to reside; and hence he is said to dwell between the 
Cherubim.62 This magnificent idea is happily ex
pressed by Stemhold, in his version of the eighteenth 
Psalm:-

" The Lord descended from above, 
And bow'd the heavens high, 

And underneath his feet he cast 
The darkness of the sky. 

•P Ezek. i, 28. so Exod. xxv. 18-22. 
si 1 Kings vi. 23· 28. ,. Ps. lxxx. 1, and xcix. 1. 
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On cherubs and on cherubims, 
Full royally he rode, 

And on the wings of mighty winds, 
Came flying all abroad." 

93 

Every posture of the Cherubim has a. moral 
reference which is exceedingly profitable and worthy 
of our serious consideration. They hid their faces 
with their wings to express an innate dread of the 
divine majesty of God. '.rheir wings stretched out 
denoted a readiness to execute celestial commissions. 53 

.. Mr. Layard, speaking of the winged bulls, lions, and other 
animals found at Ninenh, baa the following eluoidatory pas
sage : "The resemblance between the symbolical figures I have 
described, and those seen by Ezekiel in hie vision, can scarcely 
fail to strike the reader. As the prophet had beheld the Any· 
rian palaces, with their mysterious images and gorgeous decora
tions, it is highly probable that, when seeking to typify certain 
divine attributes, and to describe the divine glory, he chose 
forms which were not only familiar to him, but to the people 
whom he addreseed,--captivee, like himself, in the land of 
Assyria. Those who were uncorrupted by even the outward 
forms of idolatry sought for imAgee to convey the idea of the 
Supreme God. It will be observed that the four forms chosen 
by Ez11kiel to illustrate hie deeoription,-the man, the bull, the 
lion, and the eagle,-are precisely those which are found on 
Assyrian monuments as religious types. The ' wheel within 
wheel,' mentioned in connection with the emblematioal figures, 
may refer to the winged circle or wheel, representing at' Nim· 
roud the Supreme Deity. These coincidences are too marked 
not to deserve notice, and do certainly lead to the inference 
that the symbols chosen by the prophet were derived from the 
ABByrian eoulpturee. The symbolical figures of the Aseyrians, 
as we might expect from the evident identity of the two DB

tione, were placed at a very early period in the sacred edifices 
of the Babylonians. In the temple of Belue, according to 
Beroeua, there were eoulptnred representations of men with two 
wings, and otbel's with four, some having two faces, ot.bere t.be 
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They were "full of eyes," to denote God's all-seeing 
providence ; the wheels intersecting each other at 
right angles,M expreBBed the revolutions of God's 
providence, regular and uniform, though apparently 
intricate and complicated. When they moved, it 
was in a direct course, to represent their steadiness 
in performing the divine will. The spirit was in the 
wheels,115 that they might be capable of yielding 
instant obedience. Their faces, placed towards each 
other, were an emblem of unity and concord ; ISO and 
they overshadowed the Mercy Seat with their wings, 
as a sign of the protection afforded by the Deity to 
the invaluable contents of the Ark ; the chief of 
which was the Sacred Law of God, written by 
inspiration, and deposited here as a place of perfect 
security, worthy of such a treasure. 

legs and horns of goats, or the hoofs of horses ; there were 
bulls alao with the heads of men, and hones with the h8Ads of 
dogs." 

64 Ezek. x. 11. 66 Ezek. i. 21, 22. 
66 Which are distinguishing cha.racteristics of masonry ; for 

in that science, as a fo1·eign writer in the " Freemasons' Quar· 
terly Review" for 1834 (p. 264), justly observes, there is neither 
" first nor last ;" there are neither " strongest nor weakest," 
"higqest nor lowest ; " there are only brethren : all equal,--all 
wishing the welfare of one another,-all united to enjoy the 
pleasure and happiness of rectifying each other's hearts; of 
edifying each other's minds ; and of promoting, 118 much aa 
possible, the social virtues of charity, good-will, and harmOfly 
among themselves and in the world at large. In our Fraternity 
there is neither ambition, hatred, nor jealoUBy to disturb its 
hQ/1'fMfll//; we have no insolence to dread, no enmity to fear. 
The sole scope and aim of every Brother are· to seek and pro-

. pound Truth and Soienoe ; to forgive and forget ofFenoes ; to 
love, edify, and aBBist one another. 
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This treasure we possess, with an inestimable 
addition, where those truths are plainly revealed, of 
which even the Jews, favoured as they undoubtedly 
were, in being the authorised keepers of the Oracles 
of God, had no absolute certainty ;-truths, which 
point the way, not merely to peace and comfort in 
the present life, but to eternal happiness in the life 
to come. This perfect volume is not now hid in the 
Ark ;57 it lies open on our pedestal for everybody to 
read ; and is almost universally disseminated through
out the Christian world. A written revelation is a 
public blessing ; because it excludes all doubts and 
fears· about the terms of salvation ; and is subject to 
none of the defects of oral tradition. Immured 
within the tyled recesses of the Lociil;e, we spread 

67 The Ark-I use the language of the old masonic formula 
already referred to,-w11& a kind of chest or coffer, in which 
were deposited the two tables of stone written with the finger 
of God, and delivered to Mose11 on Mount Sinai; and which 
constituted the most B&Ored monument of the Jewish religion. 
The Ark w1111 intended aa an aasuranoe of the divine presence 
and protection, and a symbol of the stability of the Jewish 
oommonwealth,-for it was not destroyed until the final cap
tivity of the Jews by Nebuchadnezzar. If we inquire into the· 
origin of the Sanctuary and its sacred furniture, it may, with 
great probability, be attributed to the hardneBB of the people's 
hearts, their groBB conception of the Divinity, Nld pronen888 to 
idolatrous observances. The heathen nations having built tem· 
pies to their gods, and placed images in them to represent in a 
visible manner the objects of their worship, and therefore 
Jehovah commanded the Israelites to build a temple to Him, 
the invisible God, and place in it an Ark, as an emblem of the 
DiTine presence : for all the idolatrous nations had oracles and 
sacred arks or coffers, prior to the Jewish Tabernacle, and this 
ordinance was ordained to wean them from the pursuits and 
follies of a Dlse and idolatrous worship. 
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forth the leaves of this holy book with confidence 
and hope ; and looking on each other as Brethren 
cemented by the most endearing ties, we consider 
tlu open Lodge as the abode of peace, and no unfit 
emblem, surrounded as we are by every incentive to 
virtue, of the celestial mansion of bliss. 

We are told from very high authority, and I insist 
on it here, because it is peculiarly satisfactory to us 
a.s Christians to know and understand, that " it was 
the Logos, or Jesus Christ himself,llll whose glory 
shone on the Ark, as appears by the many places of 
scripture which speak no otherwise of the Ark than 
a.s of the type of God incarnate. Christ before his 
incarnation sitting on the Propitiatory as his Throne, 
with the Ark and Law at his feet ; for that holy 
vessel is in scripture called his footstool, 5!1 seemeth to 
show himself beforehand in the Offices of King, and 
Prophet, and Priest. As King, whilst he sits on his 
Golden Throne, and exhibiteth the Law ; a.s Pro
phet, whilst he answereth when consulted from 

51 The same Divine Being communicated with Adam and Eve 
in Paradise. Thie is the eenRe, as the learned Faber asserts, 
in which the passage is explained by the Targumists, for they 
agree to render it, "They heard the Word of the Lord, walldng ;" 
and the Jerusaiem Targum paraphrases the beginning of the 
next verse, "The Word of the Lord called wito .Adam." The 
Word therefore that called was the Word or Voice that walked, 
V 11.1: mim res eat illa, de qua dicitur quocl ambulat1ei-it in horto. 
-(Maimon. Mor. Nevoch. par. 1. c. 24. See lllso Tzeror. 
Hammor. sect. Beresh. apud Owen ; Exer. x. in Heb. vi. 1). 
The gloss of this last work is perfectly unequivocal : "They 
heard his Voice walking." 

69 Ps. xcix. 5, and cxxxii. 7 ; Isa. Ix. 13. 
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between the Cherubim ; and as Priest, establishing 
his seat as a Propitiatory or Mercy Seat.&> 

This is the opinion of Archbishop Tenison, and it 
appears to receive the sanction of Scripture ; for the 
divine Shekinah vouchsafed to the prophet Isa.iah,'lt 
iit declared by St. John to be the actual glory of 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of ma.nkind.62 And we 
must consider further, that the kuman body of Jesus 
Christ is the Ark of the Christian Covenant ; over 
which the Shekinah appeared in the cave at Bethle
hem, in the form of a supernatural Star in the East, 
which hence is placed in the centre of our Lodges ; 
again at his baptism by John the Baptist, as a celestial 
Dove surrounded by a shining cloud of glory ; and 
again at his transfiguration and ascension, in the 
ancient form of a cloud ; which at length received 
him; and, overshadowed by this Shekinah, he returned 
to his legitimate seat in heaven, there to remain as 
our Intercessor till the day of judgment, when he shall 
again appear in a cloud to pass the final sentence on 
all mankind. 

Such a.re the peaceful investigations of Masonry : 
-such a.re the objects which engage our attention in 
open Lodge. Let those who have no relish for these 
intellectual pursuits seek for pleasure and gratifica
tion amidst other scenes, where they fancy happiness 
may be found ; we, meanwhile, will be satisfied with 
the enjoyments we possess ; peace, harmony, and 
brotherly ~ove, joined with the study and practice of 

eo Ten. Idol. p. 8j2, 11 Isa. vi. 1, 2. 
•John xii. jl, 

F 
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moral virtue ; and employ· our leisure in humble 
attempts to illustrate the attributes and perfections 
of a Deity in whom we implicitly believe, and the 
nature and reality of those expressive symbols by 
which his glory has been manifested to his creatures. 
And we prize our immaculate science, symbolized by 
the purity of our elotning, which leads to results that 
cannot fail to be highly beneficial to every tme and 
faithful Brother, if received with fidelity, and prac
tised uniformly and conscientiously in every circum
stance and situation of life. 



SIGNS AND StMBOLS. 

LECTURE V. 

THE DEtUGE. 

" Far the rest above, 
Of ghutly nature, and enormons size, 
One form &B11Roults my sight, and ohills my blood, 
And shakes my frame. Of om departed 111o•rld 
I aee tM ""'1Jhty tihad<Ylll : oozy wreath 
And dismal lllA-'lt'eed crown her: o'er her urn 
Reclined, she weeps her desolated realms, 
And bloated ~ons, and weeping, prophesies 
Another dissolution, soon, in ftames."-YouNG. 

99 

''The erection of two Pillars, one of atone, the other of 
briok, by the descendants of the pstria.roh Seth, in the land of 
Shinar, is th11 fu"Bt instance of this practice of which we have 
any authentic account. They were composed of these materials 
in oonseqoenoe of a tradition derived from the father of man
kind, t.hat the world should be desolated • by a judgment of 
water or fire, in the hope that if it should be the latter, the 
pillar of brick would remain uninjured, although that of stone 
would probably crumble into duet; if, on the contrary, it should 
be the judgment of water, the stone might resist the :ftood, 
although the pillar of brick should be washed away."-F. C. 
LllCTtJBB. 

Wn have now arrived by a systematic gradation 
at that terrible event which almost annihilated the 
human race; and though the subject rather belongs to 
a collateral Degree rather than to genuine Masonry ; 
yet, as: the Ark of Noah, the Rainbow, and the Dove 
and Olive Branch, have been introduced amongst our 
l~ti!Ilate emblems, a Lecture on the subject may not 
be improperly introduced, as the Deluge forms a 

F 2 
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prominent feature in all the ancient mysteries ; and 
a tradition of this signal judgment was universally 
prevalent in every region of the world. 

In the concluding period of the antediluvian world, 
human wickedness, originating in the apostasy of 
Cain, had been increasing for many centuries. New 
modes of outrage were daily invented, which tended 
to alienate man still further from original purity, until 
at length the world became universally corrupt, and 
the unlimited vengeance of God was poured out on 
the whole creation. This judgment had been de
nounced by a succession of holy men without pro
ducing the desired effect ; and it has been observed, 
that in the age immediately preceding the Deluge, the 
wickedness and presumption of mankind exceeded 
the impiety and corruption of any succeeding period. 

• Noah was deputed to give these sinners a :final warning, 
which, as usual,. they rejected, and made the holy 
man a by-word and a reproach.1 An Ark was 

1 It is said of Lamech that he received great consolation at 
the birth of his son, and that he prophetically called his name 
Noah, saying, "This same shall comfort DB concerning our 
work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the 
Lord hath cmsed." Agreeably to this, the name of Noah was 
by the Grecians interpreted rest and comfort: Nwa ava,,.avO'tf:, 
This seems to have been alluded to at the Eleuainian mysteries : 
part of the ceremony wu a night-scene, attended with tears 
aud lamentations on account of some person who was supposed 
to have been lost; but at the close a priest used to preeent 
himself to the people who were mourning, Nld bid them 
be of good courage, for the deity whom they lamented ae loet 
was preserved ; and that they would now have some comfort, 
some reepite, after all their labour.-(Bryant. Anal. vol. iii. 
p. 88.) 
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therefore directed to be built for the preservation of 
Noah and his house; but the workmen who con
structed this stupendous vessel perished in the 
flood. 

"While Noah was employed ab!>ut the building, 
the wicked rallied him, saying, To what purpose is 
a vessel made in the open plain at such a distance 
from the water 1 Others said to him, in the way of 
ridicule, which has passed into a proverb, You have 
made a ship, now therefore bring the water to it. 
Others again insulted him, telling him, that after 
having practised for a long time the trade of a 
husbandman, he was at last reduced to that of a 
carpenter. But his answer to them was, I shall have 
my turn, and you will learn at your expense who it is 
that punishes the wicked in this world, and reserves 
chastisements for them hereafter in another."11 

The form of the Ark, like that of a Mason's 
Lodge, was an oblong square ; so long, says Calmet, 
that few European churches exceed it. In this Ark 
were saved Noah, his three sons and wives; in all 
eigkt persom. 3 Some say that they embarked near 

' Calmet, Hist. Diet. vol. i. p. 192. 
1 "I have taken notice," the learned Bryant continues, 

"that there waa 11e&rcely any circumstance however minute 
mentioned by Moses concerning the Ark and Noah, but was 
recorded in the family of Ham. It is said of the patriarch 
that he was a man of the earth, and skilled in planting and 
sowing, and flVery species of agriculture. When he constructed 
the Ark he made a window in it, through which, after a sea1mn, 
he looked forth, and saw the ruins of the former world. He 
made also a door in the Ark, which was a circumstance con· 
tinually commemorated by the gentile writers. The entrance 
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the place where Babylon was afterwards built ; others 
tell us that they embarked in ~he Indies, and during 
the time they continued in the Ark they eompaased 
the whole world.' 

And now the fountains of the great deep mre 
broken up a.nd the rain des!)ended in overwhelming 
torrents. The roaring of the eletnents, the gushing 
of the mighty waters, and the universal confusion of 
nature's works, struck the inhabitants of the earth 
with compunction and horror. But it was too late. 
What was the pitiless sitUQ.tion of the mockers and 
unbelievers, when they saw the waters blUl!ting with 
irresistible violence from the c11o verns of the earth, and 
from the fountains of the deep 1 What were their 
sensations when they beheld the inundating torrent.a 
of rain incessantly pouring from the heavens for the 
space of forty days and nights 1 With what dismay 
must they have been covered, if it be trne, as is con
jectured from the second chapter of Geni)sis, and the 
fifth a.nd si:ith verses, that there was no rain before 
the flood, and that -00nsequently this was the first 
instance of the kind they had ever witnessed 1 An 
awful display of the tremendous wrath of God upon 
obdurate sinners ! " How were they amazed at the 
strangeness of Noah's preservation, so far beyond all 

through it they esteemed a passage to death and darkness, but 
the egress from it was represented as a return to life,~henoe 
the opening and shutting of it were religiously recorded ; -.nd 
n.s the stay in the Ark was an intermediate state between a lost 
world and a world renewed, this was also alluded to in their 
hieroglyphical representations, ' 

• C&linet, vol. i. p. 192. 
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that they looked for. Repenting and groaning for 
anguish of spirit, they said within themselves, This 
was he whom we had sometime in derision, and a 
proverb of reproach. We, fools, accounted his life 
madness, and his end to be without honour. How 
is he numbered among the children of God, and his 
lOt is among the saints ! "ll 

It is quite unnecessary that I should enlarge on 
a subject so well known. Buffioe it to say, that when 
the waters had subsided, the Ark rested on Ararat, 
a high three-peaked mountain in Armenia, ll and Noah 

• Wisd. v • .S, {., 5. Techoudy gives an amuaing aooount 
of 1lhil .went as applied by the Lodges of Adoption :-"' D'abord, 
pas 11n mot d' A.dum, je i>OUI en prie, oe seroi t l'bistoire des pla.i. 
deura de RAc ne ; qua.nd je i>ois le soleil, qua.t1d je voi11 la lune ; 
qlllolld aura-t-il tout vu I On ue combat pas lee chOH1, qui 
ee detruisent d'elles·Pltme1. Pout' le ohapitre du patriarohe, 
je remarque aveo joie que beaucoup d'entre vo1111 out d6j._ 
pris le parti de rt!duire cette froide llloillie au genre du mlll,lOB• 

Derie qui occupe lea loge• des femmes. D'abord une pomme 
dont le pt!pin est cUfendu, un vaillllea.u tourmenM, dont la vertu 
est l'habile pilote, un tour de COBfuaion qui seroit un ohef-d'<Xmvre, 
ai en montraut les dangaN QV. b&bil, elle pouvoit diminuer les 
caquets, et parmi tout cela une oobelle de Jacob qui rev:ient 
oomme la t6te sur mer dam l'appartement de la reine de Gol· 
ooude ; n'impo1'e, par-tout on se rend 111pportable aveo un peu 
de d~oration, de grandee im11g911, ·de plus grandi motl, un peu 
de g6nie, point de r61lexion, beaucoup d'entbousillSille ; et voili\ 
du beau, de l'admirable. J e connois dea gens assez fous pour 
dire, voila du vrai ; mais o'e1t au plus la Sl!dnotion des organe1, 
ce n'eat pas m~me celle de 1'91prit, comment esp6rer oelle du 
oceur I C'est lui cependant qu'il faut persuader. Seroit·oe une 
entreprise difficile ll. 1'6ga.rd de Salomon, de sou ~difioe, des 
combiua.iaons qu'il oooaaiollDe f"-(L'Etoile Flamboyante, vol. i. 
p. 12.) 

e Chry101tom appeall to it aa to a thing well known. " Do 
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with his family descended into the open plain to 
supply the wants of nature, and to re-people the 
renovated earth.7 The precise time of Noah's egress 
from the Ark, has been a subject of controversy with 
the learned ; but it appears now to be generally 
understood that this event happened early in the 
month of May, probably on May Day, because com
memorative diluvia.n rites were annually celebrated 
on that day, by almost every ancient nation.8 

not," says he, "those mountains of Armenia bear witness to the 
truth-those mountains where the Ark first rested 1 and are 
not the remains of it preserved there even to this day t" 

7 An old degree whic~ was used by our Brethren of the last 
oentury, b'bt whioh is now, I believe, obsolete, was founded on 
this event, called the Royal Ark Mariners, and was divided into 
two steps. The first included the building and furnishing of 
the Ark ; the rising and :&illing of the waters ; the raven and 
the dove; the egress from the Ark, the altar n.nd rainbow. 
The second step referred to the vineyard planted by Noah, his 
intoxication, and the ourse on Canas.n ; and the Lecture oon· 
tained some severe animadversions on the beastly vioe of dronk
enneee, together with a few beautiful preoept.a for avoiding it. 
As the degree is neither known nor acknowledged by our 
Grand Lodge, I shall probably revert to it again in the course 
of the present Lecture. 

s That learned antiquary and mythologist, Mr. Faber, pro
nounces this to have been the day of Noah's deliveranoe. "May• 
eve running into May-day, was very generally adopted as the 
season of the Great Father's principal festival ; and India, 
Babylonia, Brita.in, and Ireland have agreed in oelebrating at 
that time the orgies of their chief divinity. TM reaacm of tli.ia 
choi~ ltah w have beM& tli.at Noah tkm quitted the .ArJ:."-(Fab. 
Pag. Idol. b. v. c. 6, 1. 8.) And a great naturalist, Woodward, 
declares, "among all the remains of the antediluvian world, I 
have found such a uniformity and general consent, that I was 
able to discover at what time of the year it was that the deluge 
began. The whole tenor of theae bodiea, thus pre11erved, clearly 
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I shall not trouble you with an abstract of the 
different and contradictory theories which philoso
phers have advanced to account for the geological 
alterations which the earth sustained at that calami
tous period, because the subject does not properly 
come within my design ; but I shall take the account 
of the.Deluge precisely as it is related by Moses; 
and inquire in what manner it has been preserved 
or corrupted in the different mysteries of the idola
trous world. 

In this inquiry, wheresoever we find a system of 
mysterious initiation, tliere we are sure to find also a 
tradition of the Deluge, often. obscure indeed, and 
not unfrequently fantastical, but possessing sufficient 
marks of a common original, to satisfy the most 
sceptical mind that the Deluge of Noah, and no other 
event, is intended to be perpetuated amidst the 
adventitious embellishments which the genius or 
ignorance of a people may have thrown around it. 

The events which attended this great convulsion of 
nature, were engrafted by designing men on the pure 
system which was practised by the pious patriarchs 
of the antediluvian world, and constituted the chief 
line of distinction between ancient Masonry and the 
surreptitious mysteries which were formed on its 
model, and enjoyed the triumph of superior venera
tion for many succeeding centuries. The former 
directed its undivided attention to the One invisible 
God, the Creator and Governor of the world, including 

pointing forth the month of May."-(Miln, Physioo·Theological 
Leet. a~ud Hale's Chron, vol .. i. p. 337.) 

F 3 
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the rites of worship offered to that omnipotent Being, 
according to principles instituted by himself ; while 
the latter, a.t the greatest extent of its depa.rlure 
from the truth, acknowledged a multiplicity of deities, 
the chief of which were indeed capable of a resQlution 
into the pa.tria.rch N oah,9 as a.n inca.rna.tion of the 
Divinity, and his three sons as a triplication of him· 
self, who were therefore eleva.ted into object.ii of divine 
worahip, in contempt.and consequent rejection of the 
true and only God. 

Hence, in most nations, the superior deit.ies were 
.represented as seated on a lotos-lee.f, as upon a throne 
.consecrated by its symbolic reference to the Ark, 
which bore them safely on the surfa.Qe of the troubled 
waters, whilst the rest of mankind were- involved in 
·one common destruction. And the reasons which 
were deemed of sufficient weight to decree divine 
honours to Noah, were at least plausible and very 
attraotive.10 God had always been represented as the 

0 Almost all the deities of heathen nations have been deduced 
by late mythologifttl to Nosh or the BllD, and his symbolical 
consort ihe Ark or Moon; for "when colonille made anywhere " 
settlement, they engrafted their antecedeot hi1tory upon the 
subsequent events of the p1"ce. And as in those days they 
could carry up the genealogy of their princes to the very source 
of all, it .,.m be found, that, under whatenr title be may come, 
the fil'llt king in every country was Noah. For as he was ml!n· 
tioned fil'llt in the genealogy of their princes, he was in after 
times looked upon· as a real monaroh ; and represented as a great 
mveller, a mighty C10nqueror, and 10vereign of the whole earth." 
-(Preface to Bryant's A.nalysia.) 

10 Bryant says, " It will appear from many circumstanoes in 
the more ancient ~ten, that the great patriarch Noah waa 
highly reverenced by hie posterity, They looked up Mi him as~ 
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Great Father of the human race.' Noah was ~steemed, 
and actually was, according to the flesh, the great 
father. of mankind. God is said to have hovered over 
the face of the waters at the Creation ; and- Noah 
actually .floated on the face of the waters at -the 
Deluge, which was universally accounted a new 
oreation. 'l'he Lord Jehovah was to be the seed of 
woman and the produoe of a pure virgin ; and Noah, 
the universal father, was at onoe the seed of a 
woman and bom of the virgin Ark, without the 
intervention of any human creature. Hence Noah 
was elevated into an objeot of idolatrous worship, 
and became the ohief deity of the gentile world. 

The mysteries were, most of them, conservators 
of this tradition ; for their great founders, the Cabiri, 
could not carry their votaries beyond the period of 
the Deluge, without involving a question, which, in 
those early ages, would probably have been fatal to 
their own private views. And thus, though they 
'aetually taught the doctrine of an endless succession 
of worlds, of which the Phoonix was made a significant 
emblem, yet the Deluge was pronounced the oreation 
of the present world, and as suoh it was described 
and perpetuated in the diluvian mysteries. 

And not only were the Deluge, the Ark, and the 

person peculiarly favoured by heavm ; and honoured him with 
many titles ; eaoh of which had a reference to 10me particular 
part of his history. They styled him Prometheus, Deuoalion, 
Atlas, Theuth, Zuth, Xuthus, Inaohus, Osiris. When th11re 
began to be a tendency towards idolatry, and the adoration of 
the Sun was introduced by the posterity of Ham, the title of 
Heliua among othen waa conferred upon him." 
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Ogdoad the main objects of these secret celebrations; 
but they also constituted the chief reference in all the 
astronomical as well as religious speculations of the 
whole heathen world.11 The learned and elaborate 
Bryant tells us, that "the Ark was looked on as a 
kind of Temple, a place of residence of the Deity, in 
the compass of Eight Persons." 111 And again, "The 
Egyptians did, in reality, make the history of the 
Ogdoae the chief subject of t1ie apli.8re. They 
esteemed the Ark an emblem of the system of the 
heavens. And when they began to distinguish the 
stars in the firmament, and to reduce them to par
ticular constellations, there is reason to think that 
most of the aeterisms were formed with the like 
reference." 13 

Hence we find that, as the lower apartments of 
the Tower of Babel were dedicated to the purpose of 
initiation into the mysteries, 1• so the uppermost tier 

11 The same rites were also celebrated by the Pbrygians and 
Byblians in honour of Attia and Adonis or Thammuz.-(Lucian 
de De& Syri&, s. 6, 7. Vid. Ant. of Masonry, p. 104.) The 
death and resurrection of Osiris or Adonis bas been made an 
emblem of the sowing and sprouting of corn (vid. Voss. d@ 
Idol.); but I think this idea is of modern date, and was bor
rowed from St. Paul (1 Cor. xv. 36 et seq.). 

11 Anal. vol. ii. p. 233. 11 Anal. vol. ii. p. 244. 
" The continental Masons of the last century bad a degree 

founded on the building of this tower, which was called the 
OhfltJa/,ier Prunien. The Grand Master or General of the Order 
was Frederick William king of Prussia, whose ancestors for 300 
years backwardR were protectors of it. The knights Wl're 
formerly known by the name of Noacbites, or descendants of 
Noah. By their 11<lversaries the pagans, they were called 
Titans, and were said to have attempted to scale the heavens for 
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were appropriated solely to astronomical researches ; 
for the first arrangement of the fixed stars into con
etellations was effected before the dispersion of our 
brethren from the plains of Shinar ; and Nimrod was 
placed in the heavens un·der the name of Orion.14 

The consequences of an open renunciation of th~ 
Deity, which was the probable cause of the general 
Deluge, were however concealed by the crafty founders 
of idolatry, under the same veil which obscured the 
Great First' Ca.use ; and everything relating to that 
event, though transmitted with unequivocal exactness, 
was studiously enveloped in a web of mystery, calcu
lated to lead the inquirer astray. 

Hence the jargon a.bout Deucalion, the Atlan-

the purpose of dethroning Jupiter. But the Prwllll11118, who 
acknowledge no other god but the Supreme Architect of the 
universe, each year, on the night of the full moon in March, 
oelebrate the oonf\uion of lauguagea, and the dispersion of 
the builders of the Tower of Babel, one of the miraclea of the 
Creator. 

a. In diapoaiug the Lodge for the above degree, the Com· 
mander ia placed opposite to the rising moon ; and the next 
four otBcera are before him, that they may be ready to attend to 
hia orders. They have no ftxed place, '*-1J88 a Chevalier ia 
supposed to have renounced all pride, and to glory and plume 
himself on the practice of humility. The room ia lighted by a 
large window, oonamicted to receive the light of the moon ; for 
by the statute. of the Order it is expremly forbidden that the 
Lodge should be enlightened by the ray• of the aun, or of any 
artitioiAl light. But yet, aa the candidate cannot be inatructed 
without the aid of aome light beaidea that of the moon, the 
Chevalier Lieutenant Commander, who ia the aole depollitory of 
the Lecture, ia authorized to hold a Fellowcraft.'a Table Lodge 
for lecturing and refreshment at hia diacret.ion, at which a frugal 
oollation may be allowed, but no intoxicaUng liquors. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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tians, '.ryphon and Osiris, the Argonauts, a.nd all the 
various fables with which different nations have been 
.equally amused and misled. 'rhe truth was concealed 
with great art, under imposing ceremonies and fearful 
denunciations. Solemn oaths were administered to 
restrain the inquiry within certain prescribed limits ; t 
and. the dictatorial. hierophant, invested with uncon_.. 
trolla.ble authority, could draw the line with his magic 
wand, and say, even to the initiated, "This is the 
boundary of your knowledge ; thus far shall ye come, 
and no farther." 
. . And this accounts for the comparative ignoranee 
of the adept himself ; for the ineffable secrets were 
intrusted to none but kings and priests ; and were 
conveyed, almost solely, by oral communication. 
Thus an extraordinary ceremony, referring to the 
Deluge, was used in the initiations, which shows how 
mysteriously that event was preserved and trans
mitted. The violent death of some unhappy individual 
was here celebrated, whose body they affected to have 
lost ; and much time was expended and many cere
monies used in the search; even the aspirant himself 
was made figuratively to die and to descend into the 
infernal regions, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
fate of him whose disappearance they ceased not to 
deplore. This part of the ceremony was performed 
in darkneBS ; and was accompanied with loud and 
ceaselet!i wa.ilings and lamentations.16 The body at 

18 " Mourning for Adonis WAS a custom in several nations, 
who annually represented what happened at hie dea.ib-Venua'1 
lamen~tio~ and hiding bis body among lettuce, This cere-
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length being found, the aspirant was passed through 
the regenerating medimn, and thm was said to be 
raised from the dead and born again. This was 
the oommenoement of joy and gladness; and the 
initiated was invested with his symbols amidst 
universal rejoicing and acclamation. 

Such is the pattern on which all the mysteries were 
formed; and it may be needless to repeat that the 
ceremony bears an evident reference, amongst other 
remarkable oeeurrences, to the descent of N oa.h into 
the darkness of the Ark, 11 which was his em b~ematical 
Coffin,18 where he was figuratively said to have been 

J11ony was used in eeveral places, especially in Syria and 
Phienioia, where Adonis wu wonhipped &11 a god, bad alwa 
erected, and t.emplea built to him. Macrobiu. aya be Wiii! 

taken for the sun ; and Lucian aaya that orgia were celebrated 
in hie honour at Byblua. The prophet Ezekiel adds tbat the 
Jewish.women bad, through the greatee& impiety, adopttid the 
custom of mourning for Adonia, who ia called in Hebrew, 
Thammuz."-(Montf. Ant. vol.i. p. 106.) 

17 It wu clOBed up and futened, llO that the penona within were 
consigned to darkn-, ha'ring no light but what mlUt have been 
adminiat.ered to them from lampe and torches. They therefore 
could not have been eye-witneaaee to the general calamity of 
mankind. They did not 188 the mighty eruption of W&tera, uor 
the turbulence of tbe _., when tbe fountains of the great deep 
were broken up. Yet the orallh of mountains and the noise of 
the oataraote could not but have sounded in their ean ; and 
poasibly tbe oriea of people may have reaohed them, when fiuni. 
lies and natioua weN overwhelming in the tl.ood. 

11 Or Hell, aocotding to the Scandinavian ayatem; for ''Helle 
lignifiea Mpulchrum. It i1 derived from Wan, to cover or 
conceal, and therefore properly expre&Hs clte ,,.-, that com· 
mon covering or conoealment of mankind."--(Farmer's Worship 
of Human Spirit&, p. 366, note n.) According to Faber (Pag. 
IdoL voL i. p. 377), Hell wu the in'rilible world of departed 
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in a state resembling death ; 111 and his egress thence 
considered as a new birth, and a restoration to the 
bleesings of life and liberty.w The door of the ark re. 
presented the medium of regeneration, and the passage 
of Noah and his family through it into the renewed 
world, was imitated in the initiations by passing the 
candidate through certain ambrosim petrm, or con
secrated stones, which were supposed to convey a title 

apirita, whether good, or bad,; and in this aense corresponded 
equally with the Bela of the Goths, and the El-ysium of classical 
antiquity. 

If A pauage of an ancient writer, preaerved by Stobmua, con· 
ts.ins the following remarkable words :-"The mind is a.ft'eoted 
in DBATH, just as it is in the Il!!ITIATION into the myste1ies. 
Aud word answers to word, as well as thing to thing; for 
riXu1ra11 is, TO DIB: and riXn0"9a,, TO Bll INITIA.TBD."-(Warb. 
Div. Leg. b. ii. s. ~.) 

"° At the admiBBill'n of a candidate to the degree of a Prussian 
Knight, the ceremony is simple and interesting ; and it is 
.intended to illuetra.te the overweening pride of Noah's disobe
dient sou, and the humiliation of those who were sensible of 
their duty. The Commander, addressing the knights present, 
says, " Chevalien,-1 announoe to you a Master Mason, 
deaoended from Hiram, who wishes to be received a Chevalier 
Prussian : do you consent¥ " The brethren, without saying a 
word, draw their swords, and present their points to the body 
of the candidate. Through the Master of Ceremonies, he 
replies, "I continue my request, if it shall be according to the 
pleasure of the Chevalier Lieutenant Commander and the Che
valiers of this Lodge."-Oom.: "These brave Chevaliers, with 
me, consent to your request, provided you renounce all pride 
for the remainder of your life. Commence, then, by performing 
an aot of humiliation." The Master of Ceremonies and Deputy 
Commander conduct the candidate to the feet of the Com· 
mander by three genufiexions of the let\ knee; having arrived 
there, he prostrates himself before the Commander, who orders 
liim to kiss the hilt pf his sword, &c. &o. &o. 
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to the favour of the gods, and an assurance of their 
continual protection. 

I now proceed to notice a few traditions which 
have been preserved in the mysteries of different 
nations, and transmitted, in some instances, down to 
the present time. In the prosecution of this part of 
the subject, I shall not detain you by reciting the 
Egyptian legend of Osiris taking refuge in an Ark 
to escape the rage of Typhon (the sea}, which over
flowed his dominions ; or the Greek fable of Deuea
lion ;21 or the Chaldean account of the preservation 
of Xisuthrus,22 which are all too well known to need 
repetition.11' I shall rather choose to repeat a few of 
the most rare an'd curious traditions which we :find 
recorded concerning this signal judgment. 

The Brahmins of India preserved an account of 

tt Philo asseria that " the Grecians call the same person 
Deucalion whom the Chaldeans style Noe; in whose time there 
happened a great emption of waters." 

11 "The :flood began upon the fifteenth day of the month 
Desius : that during the prevalence of the waters Seisithrus sent 
out birds, that he might judge if the :flood had subsided; but 
that the birds, not finding any resting-place, returned to him 
again. This was repeated three times, when the birds were 
found to return with their feet stained with soil ; by which he 
knew the :flood was abated. Upon this he quitted the Ark, 
and was never more seen of men, beiag taken away by the gods 
from the earth."-(Abyden. apud Euseb. Prep. Evan. lib. 9, 
o. 12.) 

11 Lucian (de De& SyriA, vol. ii. p. 882) asserts that "Deuca
lion alone was preserved to re-people the world, on account of 
his justice and piety. He prepared a vast Ark, and went into 
it with his whole family ; and it was entered at the same time 
by all kinds of animals in pairs. Thus did they :float upon the 
watem as long as the :flood endured." 
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the Deluge 1rith some degree of accuracy, and united 
with it a description of the primitive peace and happi
ness af a former world. Men, say they, in the very 
:ti.mt ages enjoyed. full perfection, an.d conversed 
familiarly with tb.e gods. Piety, trnth, and every 
other virtue flollrished amongst them uncontaminated 
by the malignant influence of any unholy passion. 
The groUDd. produced its fruits spontaneously, and 
men were not eonstrained by the wants of nature to 
endure the pains and privations necessarily resulting 
from toil ad labour. This state of universal l'epose 
a.t length pro4uced discontent, which was soon fol
lowed by active rebellion, a.wl the commission of 
every species -of crime. Snch a st.ate af depravity 
elicited the .summary vengeance of the offended gods. 
The ground was deprived of a la.rge portion of its 
fecundity, and men were condemned to labour in 
prder to supply their increasing necessities. 

The wickedness of mankind at length rendered 
their utter destruction inevitable. To purify the 
earth from the pollutions thus heaped upon it, the 
two regenerating elements fire and water were used. 
First a torrent of fire was sent upon the earth, which 
melted all mineral and vegetable matter, and con
sumed everything in its progress. Then followed a 
deluge of water, which covered the whole face of the 
~.a.rth, that its pristine purity might be restored by a 
general ablution. 
· During the prevalence of the waters, the god 
Vishnu, stretched at length, slept beneath the surface 
on the bosom of Devi, who for that purpose had 
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assumed the shape of a monstrous serpent, tcbs 
folda tcere coiled up in tM fomi of a boat. A lotus
plant issued from his navel, and ascending to the 
surfaee, spread its leaves and fiowem on the expanse, 
and prodaeed the god Brahma ; who, seated in st&te 
upon its calix, claimed to be the first born of men 
and g-Ods. M When the waters had subsided, t.he 
navicula.r Serpent Devi was grounded oa Mount 
Meru ; Vishnu wu seen gloriouly arrayed u tlu 
Rainboto ; and Devi flew away in th~ form of a 
D()f}6.26 

You will smile, when I relate tho tradition, as it 
JraS preserved in China ; but l have good authority 
to bear me out, and will therefore ha- the coDSe
quences of exciting your mirth. The inhabitants of 
the island Maurigaaima, says the legend, beeom.ing 
enriched by suoeessful· tra.ffie, grew irreligious, neg
lected the rites of divine worship, and held the gods 
in sovereign contempt. These slighted beings there
fore, to revenge themselves on such an impious raoe, 
revealed to the king, who was a juat and virtuou 
monarch, that whenever he should observe the fa.ees 
of the two idols, which stood before the temple to 
#um Ml, he should immediately, with all his &.mily 

24 At the deaUi of Brahma, 1aya Moor (Hind. Panth. p.108), 
the world is deluged with water, and Vishnu places himself on 
the lotus ae a little child with the toe of his right foot in hil 
mouUi, u an emblem of etel'llity. When the deluge ia abont to 
subside, a lotus springs from his navel, as before, from which 
Brahma is reborn. 

ta Viele Maur. Ind. A.ntiq. ; Moor's Hind. Pan th. ; Fab. Pag. 
ldoL ; Wilt. on Mt. Cauo. &o. 
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and substance, escape from the island, to avoid the 
impending destruction of its inhabitants. This 
vision he made known to hie subjects, that they 
might profit by the communication. But they ridi
culed the good king ; and a short time afterwards~ 
one of them, in the delirium of unbelief, daubed the 
faces of these idols with red paint. The king 
beholding the portent, lost no time in escaping from 
the devoted island with his family and friends, 
amidst the ridicule of all who were concerned in the 

' imposition. No sooner however was he departed, 
than the island was swa.llowed up by the waters, and 
a.11 the inhabitants were drowned. The king arrived 
safe in China, where hie escape is still commemo
rated by an annual feetivaJ..26 

In the remotest times, before the Moon accom
panied the earth, according to the mythology of the 
Muyeca or Mozca Indians, the inhabitants of the 
plain of Bogota lived like barbarians, naked, without 
agriculture, without any form of laws or worship. 
Suddenly appeared among them an old man, who 
came from the plains situate on the east ·of the 
Cordillera of Chingasa, and who appeared to be of a 
race unlike that of the natives, having a long and 
bushy beard. He was known by three distinct appel
lations, Bochica, N emquetheba, and Zuhe. This old 
man instructed men how to clothe themselves, build 
huts, till the ground, and form themselves into com
munities. He brought with him a woman, to' whom 
~so tradition gives three names, Chia., Yubecayguaya, 

• K11&mpfer's Japan, Append. p.18. 
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and Hnythaca. This woman, extremely bea.ntiful, 
and no less malignant, thwarted every enterprise of 
her husband for the happiness of mankind. By her 
skill in magic, she swelled the river of Funzha., and 
inundated the valley of Bogota. The greater part 
of the inhabitants perished in . this deluge t a few 
only found refuge on the summits of the neighbouring 
mountains. The old man, in anger, drove the beau
tiful Huytha.ca. far from the earth, and she became the 
Moon, which began from that epocha to enlighten 
our planet dnring the night. Bochica., moved with 
compassion for those who were dispersed over the 
mountains, broke with his powerful a.rm the rocks 
that inclosed the valley, on the side of Canoa.s and 
Tequenda.ma.. By this outlet he drained the waters 
of the lake of Bogota. ; he built towns, introduced 
the worship of the Sun, named two chiefs, between 
whom he divided the civil and ecclesiastioa.l authority, 
and then withdrew himself, under the name of lda.
ca.nzas, into the holy valley of Ira.ca, near Tunja, 
where he lived in the exercise of the most austere 
penitence for the space of two thousand yea.rs.1l1 

The Indians of Cholula. have a. similar tradition, 
but they extend it to the general dispersion of man
kind. All those who did not perish in the inundation, 
say they, were transformed into fishes, save B6'J6n, 

who fied into caverns. When the waters subsided, 
one of thes.e called Xelhua, surnamed the architect, 
went to Cholollan, where, as a memorial of the 
mountain Tlaloc, which had served for an asylum to 

17 Humbolch'• :a-rob.ea in America, vol. i. p. 7'. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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himself and his six brethren, he built an a.rtificial 
hill in form of a P!J1'amid. He ordered bricks to 
be . made in the province of Tlamana.lco, at the 
foot ef the Sierra. of Cocotl ; and to convey them to 
Cholula, he placed a file of men, who passed· them 
from hand to hand. 'fhe gods beheld with wrath 
this· edifice, Ike top of t1:kick W<U eo reack tke cl-Ouds. 
Irritated at the daring attempt of Xelhua, they hurled 
fire on the pyramid. Numbers of the workmen 
periShed ; the work was discontinued, and the monu
ment was afterwards dedicated to Quetzalcotl, the 
god of the air.11a 

The savages of South America believed. that a 
priest called Tezpi was saved from a genml inunda
tion, by retiring with his wife and children into a 
box made of wood, in which he had also gathered. 
together many animals, and excellent seeds of all 
sorts ; and that after the retreat of the waters he let· 
fly a bird called Aura, which returned not back; 
and SU0008$ively several others which also came n:ot· 
back ; but that the least of those birds, that which 
the Indians esteemed the most, soon appeared again 
f.Citk the fJ'f'anck of a Wed in its moutk.£9 These 
accounts, preserved by men in almost a ea.vage state, 
in a quarter of the globe unknown in ancient times, 
and certainly debarred by nature from any communi
cation with the inhabitants of the eastern continent, 
approximate very nearly to that of Moses. 

• Mexican MS. in the Vatican ; Humboldt's Researches in 
.America. 

• Howard's Thoughta on the Structure of the Globe, p; 120. 
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Inquire we now what was the belief of the :British 
Druids in this particular; for, on any subject, I 
studiously bring before your notice the creed and 
practice of our ancestors, 30 because their opinions 
cannot fail to be peculiarly interesting. 

In the mysteries of Britain, a tradition of the 
Deluge was undoubtedly preserved, perverted indeed 
and localized like those of other nations, but bearing 
characteristic me.rks of the same event. In the time 
of the great god Hu, mankind were involved in an 
universal profligacy of manners. A communication 
w.as therefore made from heaven that the corruption.a 
of the world should be purified by fire and water ; 
that the Lake Llion should burst, and, overflowing 
its banks, the torrent of water, with irresistible 
violence, should deluge the land, and destr-0y all its 
inhabitants. In consequence of this revelation, a 
vessel was constructed witlwut aaiu, in which were 
preserved a male and female af every species of 
animals, and also a man and a woman named 
Dwyvan and Dwyvach. When these were safely 
inclosed. within the womb of the vessel, a pestilential 
wind arose, replete with poisonous ingredients, which 

30 The ancient Soandinsvians taught that the world was pl'O' 
duoed from the breath of the giant Y mer ; that a m&ll and a 
woman proceeded from his· side during his sleep ; that a deluge 
afterwards d1111troyed all mankind exoept one family, who BUii" 

ceeded in keeping a boat floating on the surflt.oe of the waters; 
and that the world was repeopled by the cm-iidant. of thil 
family. The Deity was repl'818nted u being inviaible, and 
residing in the lonely solitude of sequestered forests ; that ha 
punished the sins of. men by diven plagues·; but that hie anger 
might be appeased by prayer and repentance. 
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spread devastation and death throughout the land. 
Then followed a fiery deluge, which melted the rocks, 
and split the earth asunder. After this the Lake 
Llion burst forth, 31 inundated the earth, and destroyed 
the whole creation of men and animals, except the 
favoured few who bad sought protection in the sacred 
vessel. And thus the world was purified by fire and 
water from the pollutions which the sine of men had 
accumulated upon it. When the destruction was 
complete, the A vane or Beaver, a symbol of the 
floating Ark, was drawn to land by the oxen of Hu 
Ga.darn; Gwidion (the British Mercury) formed the 
.Rainbow, as a fair attendant on the Sun ; 32 and an 
assurance was given to the man and woman, by whom 
the world was to be repeopled, that the lake should 
burst no more. 33 

a1 Dav. Celt. Res. p.157. 
11 Tchoudy (Etoile Flamboyante, vol. i. p. 7) gives the follow· 

ing account of a French order founded on the above event :
" De Ia cette invention modeme . d'un ordre peu connu, mt!· 
diocrement rt!pandu sous le nom de la ~e, dont l'attribut 
eat nne petite hache d'or, suspendue II. un ruban nuanct! des 
couleurs de l'iris. Ce fut, en eff'et, II. peu pres vers oe tems que 
N~ aperyut le sigue de l'allianoe, et Jes analogies ne sont pn.s 
dt!figurt!es. J'ai l'honneur d'~tre de cet ordre, dont il existe, je 
orois, quatre ou cinq chantiers en Franoe, et un 11. Saint Do
mingue ; mais j'avoue, II. ma honte, que j'ai presque perdn 
l'idt!e de ses pratiquea : en gro1, il me souvient qne le tout con· 
aiste en quatre grades. Cea grades sont : apprenti, compagnon, 
~- on profti, et rg'l'im, dont le cordon est rayt! de 72 cou· 
lenrs; mais pour peu qne je m'en rappelle, j'oaerai assurer que 
de toutea lea imaginations nonvellea, celle-ci est la plus in· 
gt!nieWl8, et dont l'alMgorie se aontient le mienx." 

aa Dav. Druids, p. 95. Davies (Myth. p. 422) hu preserved 
a cnriona fragmen~ on this BUbject to the following e1lilcli :-
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In all these several legends, we have sufficient 
traits of similarity to enable us to detect their origin 
in the Deluge of Noah. The bursting of the Lake 
evidently refers to the true account contained in the 
seventh chapter of Genesis, where it is said that the 
fountains of the great _deep were broken up. And 
this was a. much more rational belief than was en· 
tertained by some other nations. In the Hindoo 
mythology, the disruption is referred to the act of 
quitting the Ark after the waters had subsided. 
The body of Sita, the wife of Maha Deva, is said to 
have burst, and the hero gods, or Noah and his sons, 
are violently thrown from herwomb.M In the parallel 
superstition of Scandinavia., the giant Y mer is repre· 
sented as slain, and the blood bursting from the 
wound, formed a deluge which drowned all the 
families of the giants, except one who saved himself 
in his bark. 35 And in Egypt the " bursting" was 

" There was a -t on the top of the Goraedd, or hill of presi
dency, poeaeased of such a quality, that whoever sat upon it 
was certain either to receive a wound or see a miracle. Pwyll, 
re~leea of the consequences, sat upon the mystical seat ; and 
presently both the prince himself and the whole of his retinue 
beheld a lady, mounted upon a horse of a pale bright colou~ 
great and very high. The lady herself wore a garment glitte1·
ing Il.Jr.e gold, and advanced along the main road which led 
towards the Goraedd. Her horse had a slow and even paoe, 
and was coming in the direction of the high seat." The legend 
i1 too long to introduce here, but the author concludes thr.t 
" this lady in the splendid robe was ~ Rainliow, that saored 
token of reconciliation which 11ppeered to Noah after the Deluge, 
and was univerB11lly commemorated in gentile mythology." 

M Aaiat. Reeearoh. vol. vi. p. '77. 
• Voluspa. 

G 
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applied to an Egg, broken. by Typhon during his
oontest with Osiris.36 But the bursting of a lake was 
the most prevalent belief. 

In tracing the mysterious institutions of different 
nations, we are surprised with a wonderful variety of 
fables, all bearing a reference to this same transaction. 
Thus in one system the Deity is said to have remained 
for a specific period in the belly of a fish; in another 
to have sailed over the sea in a. gold.en cup ; in a. 
third to have been enthroned on the broad leaf of the 
lotus. Ag&in., he was believed to have been saved 
from drowning by a princess, who humanely used for 
that purpose a rope made of her own h&ir ; and 
many other traditions of a similar nature were taught, 
equally alluding to the salvation of Noah.37 And 
whether the Deity were tabled to have been preserved 
from the effects of a general destrnction in a. vessel 
without sails, on the bM:k of a crocodile, in a nav.el, 
in a. cup, upon a mare, by a dove, or by a rainbow;
whether he were sai~ to be born from. a cavern, a 

M An egg, as it oontaiued the elements of life, was thought 
no improper emblem of the Ark, in which were. prese!'Ved the 
rudiments of the future world. Hence, in the heathen mys
teries, one pa.rt of the ceremony consisted in the oonseoration 
of "&n egg. By this, as we a.re informed by Porphyry, wae sig
nified the world, which world, &11 Bryant testifies, was Noah 
and his family inolosed in the 4.r~ 'I:his seems to have been a 
favourite symbol, very ancient, and adopted among many 
nations. The Pe.rsians said of Oromasdes that he formed man· 
kind, and inclosed them in an egg. The Syrians used to spealr. 
of their ancestors, the. gods, as the progeny of eggs. 

:ri Asiat. Research. vol. vi. •. P• 47Q ; 4pollod. Bihl. 1. ii. o. 6 ; 
Jamb!. de Myst. 1. 7. 
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cloud, or a. door; hewn out of a. rock, produced 
from the side of a. virgin without the co-operation 
of a father, from an egg, a cow, or the moon, the 
i:e&renee is undou\tedly the same. All these legends 
owe their origin to Noah and the Ark; for the foun
dation of every known system of idolatry was the 
worship of the Great Father and the Great Mother, 
symbolized. by the sun and moon. 88 

But the great father and mother were often con
founded, and made to represent the same person ; 39 

for the Deity, in all the countries whiclt practised an 
·idolatrous worship, was considered as possessing botb 
sexes in oomIDDn.40 This, l:eing the case, the worship 
of the .great father was probably introduced with 
some reference to the first prophecy of the Messiah, 
for Noah was considered a.n incarnation of the 
Divinity. And there is nothing very repugnant to 
the principles of sound analogy in the ultimate re
ference to the Sun, Moon, and Planets, which soon 
became objects of divine worship. Every principle 

31 Fragm. Steaioh. in Fab. Cab. o. vii. ; Aeiat. Reeearch. 
vol vi. p. 621; Hyg. Fab. 62; Jast. Mart. Dial. oum Trypb. 
p.168, &c. 

311 Called the hermaphrodite deity. Indeed, the entire host 
of hea*hen deities, by what varieties of names 808Ver t.bey may 
have been designated, all melt into two, a male and a female, 
the great fMber and mother, who we.re worshipped in Britain 
under the appellation of Hu aud Ceridwen, and bore the same 
00111piouous charaoter with the Egyptian Osiris and Isis, the 
Grecian Baochua and Rhea, or any other supreme god and 
god~ who represented the great father and mother of man• 
kind in the spurious Freemaaonry of ancient time11. 

40 Cudw. Int. Syat. 1. i. o. 4 ; Ordin. of Menu, Sir W. Jones'& 
Works, vol. iii. p. 70. 

G 2 
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of false religion rested on some foundation of truth, 
either direct or implied ; and the worship of the host 
of heaven might be derived from the highly figurative 
language by which the true God was 1181l&lly de
scribed by the early patriarchs. Some remarkable 
specimens of this style are found in our sacred 
writings. Balaam describes him under the title of A. 

STAR ; 41 David calls him A SUN ; 42 and so does 
Malachi.43 If then Noah, or the Great Father, was 
worshipped as the Sun, his consort and the rest of 
the Ogdoad would be assimilated with the Seven 
Planets, of which the Moon was the chief. 

Not a few of these nations unite in blending the 
Creation and Deluge so intimately, that the fable 
will aptly apply to either event; and it is probable 
that from this confusion have arisen the various 
applications which have been emblematically made 
to the mundane Egg,44 which, as an universal symbol, 
is another great and unerring testimony to the fact 
of a common origination. The figurative meaning 
of this expressive emblem may be traced to the 
creation of the world ; for the Spirit of God is truly 
represented at that period as hovering over the face 

•• Numb. :niv. 17. .. Pe. l:uxiv. 11. 41 Mal. iv. 2. 
44 The egg, whioh oontaine the rudiments of life, and wae 

hence esteemed no unimportant symbol of the reeurreotion, wae 
no other than the Ark, and the reference in the text corresponds 
exactly with the belief of all nations. DionUBUI! was fabled by 
the Greeks to be born from an egg (Orph. Hymn v.), and he 
and Noah were the same person ; therefore the birth of Dionu· 
sue, or Brahma, or any other hero god from an egg, wae nothing 
more than the egre11 of Noah from the Ark.-(Vide Fab. Pag. 
Idol. b. i. c. '·) 
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of the waters, in the same manner as a bird broods 
or flutters over her eggs ; an idea which is most 
beautifully expressed by Milton.45 

" THOU--

---with mighty wings outspread, 
Dove-like, e&t'at brooding o'er the vast abyu, 
And mad' at it pregnant." 48 

With the migrating descendants of Noah, the Egg 
had a.n undoubted reference to the Ark ; and in this 
acceptation it bore a prominent feature in all the 
diluvia.n mysteries; for the Ark when floating on 
the waters was a world in miniature ; as it not only 
contained all living creatures, but was the sole visible 
substance remaining of the terrestrial creation. 
Hence, if Brahma, or Bacchus, or the corresponding 
god of any other nation, was fa.bled to be born of 
an Egg, the symbol applied to the Ark of Noah.47 

tt Paradise Lost, b. i. 1. 20. 
48 This truth W&B conveyed through the antediluvian world, 

and introduced by Noah and his family amongst the new race 
of men who peopled the earth after the flood, amongst whom 
the Egg soon beoame a significant and universal symbol. Thus 
in the Ordinances of Menu, the origin of all things is asc1ibed 
to an Egg. "He (the Creator) having willed to produce various 
beings from his own divine substance ; first, with a thought 
crel\ted the waters, and placed in them a productive seed; that 
1eecl becallk! an Egg, as bright as gold, blazing like the luminary 
with a thousand beams ; and in that Egg he was born him1df, in 
the form of Brahma, the great forefather of all spirits."-(Sir 
W. Jones's Works, vol. iii. p. 66.) In China, it is believed that 
Puoncu, the first man, toas bom out of an Egg. The heavens 
were formed from the shell, the atmosphere from the white, and 
the earth from the yolk. 

" In the Orphic Mysteries, the doctrine was promulgated 



126 SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 

In trutb, the Egg was the foundation of all the 
symbolical machinery of idolatry. The world was 
formed from an Egg; it was subsequently destroyed; 
and as destruction was considered but as a prelude to 
reproduction, the same symbol was again resorted to 
as an emblem of a new creation. For it was a 
universal belief, that at the conclusion of certain 
stated periods, the world was to be destroyed either 
by fire or water, or both ; that the same progenitort 
appeared on the stage in each successive creation ; 
and that the same race of men were re-born, and 
acted the same parts on the great theatre of the 
world, as they had before done in a former state.48 

that the Sun was produced from an Egg, which, :floating on the 
·ocean, was tossed about by the waves, until he burst forth in full 
splendour, endowed with power to triplicate himself by his own 
unassisted energies. Here is a direct reference to Noah and 
bis three sons ; as well as to the three appearances of the Sun ; 
in his rising, southing, and setting. In the Hymns attributed 
to Orpheus, at one time Venus, the ·univenial parent of gods and 
1I1en, is said to hat'e been born from an Egg (Hymn 2) ; and at 
another Cu:pid is produoed from the same symbol (Hymn 6). 
In both theae instancea, the Egg represents the Ark of Noah, 
which, while floating on the abyss, contained eve1y living 
oreature, and was in effect a world in itself. And this refer· 
ence was not attended with any violent or improbable stretch 
of conjecture, for it was a tenet even in the Jewish creed that 
the earth was founded on the floods.-(Psalm :s:xiv. 2.) And as it 
was known to ihe gentile world that the Ark bad :ftoated on the 
waters of the Deluge, the Earth and the Ark were frequently 
mistaken for each other, and the Egg was a symbol common to 
both. To corroborate t.his explanation ; in one system, Cupid, 
thus said to be born of an Egg, is represented 118 seated on a 
Rainbow; and in anotJier, tlu .Do'De, the bird of Venus, ia seated 
on an Egg.-(Ampel. c. 2.) 

•s Deaatir. Book of Abad. 
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A-ud from this belief doubtless originated tlie doctrine 
of the Metempsychosis. 

It remains that I eh1cida.te the Symbohi attached 
t9 this subject ; which will bring the whole matter to 
a conclusion. These a.re the Ark and Anchor ; the 
Do.ve and Olive Bl"e.nch ; and the Rainbow. 

The Ark and Anchor are emblems of a. well .. 
-grounded · hope and a well-spent life. They are 
emblematieal of that divine Ark wbiah triumphantly 
bears us over this tempestnous sea of troubles ; and 
that Anchor which shaU safely moor us in a peaceful 
harb()UI', where the wicked oease from troubling, and 
the weary are at rest.419 

The Dove with.an Olive Branch in its mouth is an 
emblem of peaoe;6° and in oonnection with the Rain
bow, points out t{) desponding morta.B ths.t divine 
justice is satisfied, and mercy extend!J her golden 
sceptre to a guilty world. The Dove, when liberated 
by Noah, bro,1ght back in its mouth, say the Jewish 
Rabbins, a Branch of Olive plucked from the Groves 
of Eden, near which the Ark most proba.hly rested.6i 

411 Sliar in the Et.at, p. 135. 
30 The Dove wa1 a striking symbol of a newly-initiated 

· candidate, AB in Ohrinian symbolism it Wal of infants newly 
baptized. The Dove, aayw Lord Lindsay, being a denimen of & 

loftier and pnrer e}ement, either eating grapes or ean of com, 
u figuraUve ef the Bucharillt, or drinking from A vue or foun· 

· tain, emblematic&l of Chri•t, or holding branob811 of olive in 
their beaks and repoaing on the or088, are eqll8.lly emblems of 
the newiy-bom in baptism. 

61 Our tranlll.tlav.tic brethren have considered this event u & 

proper subject for an honorary degree c&lled the Ark and the 
Dove, which is conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter. 
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Thus the Dove and Olive Branch became a permanent 
symbol of peace; and implied the removal of a 
calamity and the substitution of a benefit.ISC 

This bird, being universally held in high venera
tion, was said to have conveyed the Mysteries to many 
different nations. From the information which it 
gave to Noah while he was confined within the gloomy 
recesses of the Ark, it was accounted an interpreter 
of the Divine will ; and hence the priests and pro· 
phets of idolatry were frequently styled doves. 

51 In remembrance of this Tonderful eac&pe, the token of 
union on the plains of ShinaT waa a broad Banner, oil which a 
Dove bearing the Branch of Olive in it.a month, encircled by a 
Rainbow, was curiously embroidered. Dr. Owen, in his NaLnral 
History of Serpents (p. 8, c. 'fi.), says that " Semiramis, being 
conquered by Staurobatea, antiquity feigned she was changed by 
the gods into a Dove, the bird of Venus, which is the reason 
why the Dove was worshipped by the Babylonians, and why they 
gau it in tkeir Bmign,." Thia is erroneous, for the banner 
doubtless proceeded from a recollection of the benefit.a deri'red 
from Noah's Dove, and it was actually used by Semiramis heT
self before and during her unfortunate expedition into India ; 
for the Dove was the favourite bird of this emprees, and hence 
she was figuratively said to have been nourished in her infancy 
by doves in the wilderneee.-(Diod. Sic. Bihl. l. ii. c. 1.) Semi· 
ramie, acool'ding to Layard (Nin. vol. ii. p. 479), "was invested 
with a semi-sacred character. She was the daughter of a 
Syrian goddeee, half.fish, and a yonng man of the country. 
Being exposed at her birth, she was brought up by birds, and 
was ultimately transformed into a dove. From her mother the 
Syrians worshipped the fish, and from her own apotheosis the 
Do-re became a sacred symbol amongst the .AesyriAns ; whilst · 
her name Wllll aupposed to denote that bird. Fabulous and 
legendary 81 those account.a are, they appeaT to have had an 
origin in A.aayrian rites only understood by the initiated, and 
whose mythic meaning had perished altogether before they 
were described." 
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· The Rainbow was an emblem common to every 
species of religious mystery ; and was probably 
derived from an old arkite tradition, that the Divinity 
was clothed in a Rainbow. For thus is he represented 
by Ezekiel the prophet. " As the appearance of the 
bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the brightness round about. This was 
the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the 
Lord." 53 St. John saw in a vision the throne of God 
encompassed by a rainbow.154 A Rainbow was, in fact, 
the usual emblem of a divine Saviour throughout the 
world. Some Christians, 611 " from the irradiation of 
the sun upon a cloud, apprehend the mystery of the 
Sun of Righteousness in the obscurity of flesh ;
by the colours green and red, the two destructions of 
the world by u:ater and fire ; or by the colour of 
blood and water, the mysteries of baptism, and the 
holy eucharist.66 

I shall conclude with a few practical comments 
on the awful event which has formed the subject of 

63 Ezekiel i. 28. 64 Rev, iv. 8. 
116 Brown's Vul. Err. b. vii. o. 4. 
116 b. India the Rainbow wM an emblem of peace, and in the 

Third Avatar of Vishnu, it is represented as issuing from the 
troubled waters of the deluge. It was esteemed the principal 
instrument used to compose the agitation of the elements, which 
produced and attended that awful event. In the British myste· 
ries it was an ell)blem of protection ; figuratively said to sur
round the aspirant, when delivered from his confinement in 
the Pastes or Ark ; and hence be was called the offspring of the 
Rainbow. The Bards frequently introduced this symbol, which 
is compared to "a stream of light, which scares away violence 
from the earth, and causes the bane of its former state round the 
circle of the world to subside."-(Taliesin, Chair of Ceridwen.) 

G3 
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this Lecture. And do not imagine that I am devi.8.ting 
from the pure principles of our Order, when I endea
vour to apply the truths inculcated by Freemasonry 
to a higher object than present felicity, for the 
connection between Masonry and Religion is absolute, 
and cannot be destroyed. Masonry contributes to 
produce the social happiness of mankind in this 
world by the practice of moral virtue. Religion 
gives us happiness in 'a future state, emanating 
partly from the same cause, but rendered perfect by 
the atonement of Christ.' Hence Masonry must 
be considered as the handmaid of Religion, because 
the practice of moral virtue, though it cannot 
absolutely save, is an essential condition of salvation. 
With this illustration in view, I shall endeavour to 
incite you to Okriltian morality, that the peace you 
derive from your Masonic pursuits, may be contem
pll\ted by the practice of religion, and produce ita 
final and lasting reward at the resurrection of the 
dead.117 

You have seen how the whole world was destroyed, 
and the raoe of men . almost exterminated for a 
rejection of the very morality which Masonry recom
mends. Divine Revelation informs you that it shall 

" "The doctrine of the resurrection," says onr Rev. Brother 
Levert, in an oration delivered before the Grand Lodge of 
Alabama, "ao far from being a111ooiated with infidelity, tends 
either directly or indirectly to the utter subversion of all 
infidelity. The resurrection of the body through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ, Wl\s the theme upon which the great 
Apostl~ of the Gentiles delighted to dwell. Nor can Revelation, 
with its bounteous stores, produce a doctrine more fraught with 
joy to ml\n." 
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undergo a second destruction for the same cause ; 
when a different agent shall be employed to consume 
and bum up this earth with all that it contains. 
Do not then, like the profane antediluvians, scoff at 
the terms of salvation, and say the threatened 
punishment will never be in:flict.ed. Do not like 
them say, We will eat~ drink, and be merry, and all 
will yet be well ; for you may be assured that nothing 
but practical righteousness founded on faith in the 
atoning Mediator, can bear you up in that day, when 
the ripened iniquities of men shall bring on the long
suspended deluge of fire, which shall drown the 
'tfieked in e-verlasting destruction. The Ark in 
which you and all mankind must be saved from this 
fiery purgation is inscribed with three important 
words, , REPENT AN OB, FAITH, and OBEDIENCE, 

which1 like a brilliant Rainbow, surround and over
ahMlo"1 the 'V~hiole of your preservation ; and with 
an efficacy more significant than the Dove and Olive 
Branch, proclaim your everlasting peace. 
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LECTURE VI. 

THE MYSTERIOUS DARKNESS OF THE THIRD 
DEGREE. 

" The pale beam struggled through the aha.de 
That black'd the cavern's womb; 

And in the deepest nook betray'd 
An altar and a tomb." :MIOXLll. 

"Why were you received t To point out the darkness by 
which I was enveloped, and to procure a new light to regulate 
my .heart and improve my understanding."-LEOTUBB Illf TBB 

DEGREE OJ' MilTBB IN IBBABL, 

" bounds were set 
To darkness; such as bound the ocean wave." 

MnlrON. 

" The light of a Master Mason is darkness visible, serving 
only to express that gloom which rests on the prospect of 
futurity. "-MASONIC LBOTUBEll. 

BY the dispensations of an All-wise Providence it 
is ordained, that a state of Darkness resembling 
death sha.11 precede the attainment of all the different 
degrees of perfection. Thus the dense vacuum of 
chaos introduced the formation of the world as it 
came from the hand of its Maker pure and perfect. 
'fhus the whole creation annually sinks into itself; 
the trees are stripped of their leafy covering, the 
waters are locked up in the frosts of winter, and 
nature seems consigned to the embraces of darkness 
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and death.1 But this dreary pause is only a fit pre
paration for the revival of the new year, when the 
earth again displays her charms, and cheers us 
with all the animation and glory of a revived exist-· 
ence. Thus also man, the nobler work of the Deity, 
is subject every day to an oblivion of sense and 
reflection, which, however, serves but to invigorate 
bis faculties, and restore to reason all its energy and 
force. And thus even death itself, though terrible in, 
prospect, 1 is but the prelude to our restoration in a 
more improved state, when eternity shall burst upon 

1 "No subject should be admitted amongst us," aays Brother 
Maccammon, " to poison the feast of reaaon which is seated in 
the heart, or. to dim the BUDshine that plays upon the soul 
Each 01111 of us, my brethren, must in our tum be lltretohed in 
the sleep of death, lifeleu and pale, and the glorious light of 
the BUD be shut out from us for ever ; we must be borne to the 
grave, and let down by others into the damp, narrow mansion ; 
the 1prig of acacia, wet with aft'ection's tears, will drop around 
us, and clods will rattle on our oolliua, as if knocking at death's 
door to weloome a returned brother clod ; nothing but a pile of 
earth will witness where we are, and in a few years even that 
will sink, and man with carelem step will tread over our heads, 
unoonscioua that a fellow-mortal sleeps below. Ah I what a 
sleep is that !-how dreadful, how mysterious, and how long I 
When shall we awake, how will this world then look, and what 
will be our destiny f" 
, • "Death reigns," as Bishop Taylor beautifully obeervee, 
u in all the portions of our time. The autumn with it.a truita 
providee disorders for ua ; and the winter'• oold turns them into 
sharp disMaea ; and the spring brings flowers to ltrew our 
hearse; and the summer gives green turf and brambles to bind 
upon our graves. Calenturea and surfeit, oold and aguee, are 
the four quarters of the year, and all minister to death; and 
you can go no whither, but you tread upon a dead man'a 
bones." 
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WJ in full effulgence, and all the glories of absolute 
perfection encircle ue for ever. 

In like manner, the emblematiea.l cla.rkness of 
Masonry is but the precursor of superior illumi
nation ; and henoe our soienoe is aptly denominated 
Lux or Light, because it removes the mists of error 
and prejudice from the understanding, and leaves 
the soul open to impressions which awaken all the 
energies of Faiih, and Hope, and Charity.3 The Light 
is partly communioa.ted by the assistance of hiero
glyphical emblems; for Muonry, correctly defined, 
is "a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory, 
and illustrated by symbols." 

Thus, if we wish to recommend justice and 
morality, we point to the Square, which is the em
blem of these virtues ; if equality be our theme, the 

3 " A good Mason," Mys Bro. Rosenberg, "la nectlll!&rily a 
virtuous man; he HArchee for instruction in ~e study of aclenoe, 
because the one will be useful to him In this world, and the 
other in a beUer one. The light he should look for is that 
which is preMnted to him when be pa8Hll from the prol'ane 
world to tread. the aacred floor of a Lodp. When he first pr& 
eents himaelf to be initiated, he is like an infant in the womb of 
bia mother; a mere embryo, with members and organs that can 
scarcely be discovered ; until he develops himself and MSumell 
the perlect form of a human being. At this period he feels the 
need of light ; frees himself from the narrow circle that nr: 
rounds him ; bursts open the prison-doars, atld 11ppean1 on the 
etage of the world ; although jt is not without much pa.in and 
trouble that he pauea through life. In like manner the lnltia• 
tion is aocompa.nied. wilh pa.in and diftlculty. . He enters naked 
Into the world and the Lodge, by the aid or nn unknown 
peraon, who &88ilts nnd eupports him until he finally ol'ercomeA 
all difficulties." 
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L~el is displayed ; if integrity, the Phffltb.• Do 
we wish to illustrate our respective duties to God and 
man, the Three Great Ligkta are on the Pedestal, and 
are easily brought before the aotive Mason's view; 
and the Three LeaBW Lights point out the excellent 
scheme of government adopted by our ancient 
brethren, and still practised in our Lodges. Do we 
·enlarge upon a life well spent in acts of piety and 
devotion, the Perfect Aa!Um- is the elucidating em· 
blem ; if we refer to the comfort and perfection of 
God's revealed Word, it is done through the medium 
of the Tracing Board; if the pure and perfect road 
to Heaven be the subject of our Lecture, we have a 
Ladd«- composed of staves or rounds innumerable; 
each pointing out some moral or theological virtue ; 
and even when elevating our thoughts to th~ Deity, 

4 I copy the following definitions from the Report of a 
National Maaonio Cortvention, holden at Baltimore, U.S., in the 
month of MAy, 1848 :-" The Square teaches ua to regulate our 
aotione by rule and line, and to harmonize our conduot by the 
prinoiplea of morality and virtue. The Level -demonstrate& that 
we are descended from the 1&1De stook, partake the same 
nature, and share the eame hope : and thongh distinvtiona 
among men are neoeasary to preserve subordinaifon, yet no 
eminence .of station should make ua forget that we are brethren; 
for he who is placed on the lowest spoke of Fortune's wheel may 
·be entiiled to our regard ; because a time will come, and the 
wi888t knows not bow soon, when all distinctions but that of 
goodn8118 shall oeaae, and death, the grand leveller of hUI11An 
greatneu, reduce ua to the eame state. The Plumb admooiabea 
us to walk uprightly in our aenral stations ; to bold the 
scale of justice in equal poiae ; to observe the just medium 
between intemperance and pleaanre ; and t.o make oor pasaioilil 
and prejudices coinoide .with the line of duty." 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 

- - - ~ 
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our eyes involuntarily rest on the Gl<>r!J in tke Centre; 
then, with hearts overflowing with gratitude and love, 
we bow reverentially before the All-Seeing Eye of 
God, which the sun, moon, and stars obey ; conscious 
that it pervades their inmost recesses, and tries our 
thoughts, words, and actions by the unerring touch
stone of truth and eternal justice.5 

In the ancient mysteries, the Epoptes, or perfectly 
initiated aspin.nts, were reputed to have attained a 
state of pure and ineffable Li9kt, and pronounced 
safe under the protection of the celestial gods ; 6 

while the unhappy multitude who had not undergone 
the purifying ceremonies, were declared reprobate ;T 
said to wander in all the obscurity of Darkneu, to 
be deprived of the divine favour, and doomed to a 

6 A.t the aboYe Convention it was ordered, "that a committee 
be appointed to prepare and publish, at an early day, a Text
book, to be CAiled TBJ: MABONIO TllsTLB Bo.A.RD, which shall 
embrace three distinct, full, a.nd complete Masonic carpets, illus
trative of the three Degrees of ancient Craft Masonry, together 
with the ceremonies of consecration, dedication, installation, 
laying the corner-atone of publio edifices, the funeral service, 
and order of processions. To which shall be added, the charges, 
prayers, e:ichortations, and the selections from Scripture, appro
priate and proper for Lodge service." This cannot fail to be an 
e:icceedingly useful manual for the Fraternity at large. 

e Diod. Sic. Bibl. L v. c. 8. "Light appeared at tbe nativity 
of Christ, and darkn- at bis death ; and yet a light at both ; 
for even that darkneas was a light unto the Gentiles illuminated 
by that obscurity. And although there was darkneee above the 
earth, there was light beneath it ; for we dare not say that hell 
was dark when he descended into it."-(Vulpr Errors, p. 806.) 

7 Plato Phiedone.-Arist. Eleusinia., et apud Stobmum, Berm. 
119, &c.-Schol. Ariet. RaniR. -Diog. Laert. in vit& Cog. 
Cynici. apud Warb. Div, Leg. b. ii, a.'· 
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perpetual residence in the infernal regions, amidst a 
cheerless &nd overwhelming contamination.8 

The multitude, being thus amused with fables, and 
terrified with denunciations, were involved in uncer
tainty, and directed to paths where error only could 
be found ; for every proceeding was mysterious, and 
every mythological doctrine shrouded under a cone
sponding symbol 'rhese allegorica.1 fables becoming 
popular, the simple rites of primitive worship soon 
assumed a new and more imposing form; and religion 
was at length enveloped in a veil so thick and imper
vious, as to render the interpretation of their sym
bolical imagery extremely difficult and uncertaiQ. 
The slender thread of truth being intimately blended 

• During the Persian initiations, this doctrine wu enforced 
f2 catkdra. The Arohlmagua informed the candidate at the 
moment of illumination, that the I>i,f!W Ligl&U (Psell. in Schol. 
in Ora.c. Zoroast.) were diHplayed before him; and afteT explain· 
ing the nature and purporl of the mysteries in general, he 
~nght that the universe waa governed by a good and evil 
power, who were perpetually engaged in contest with er.oh 
otheT, and aa each in tnm prevailed, the woTld was chara.cterized 
by a corresponding succemion of happiness and misery ; that 
uninitiated and itpmoral men were votaries of the evil poweT, 
and the virluous initiated of the good ; and at the end of the 
world, each, with bis followers, will go into a separate abode ; 
the latter with Yazdcm shall ascend by meana of a Ladder to a 
state of eternal LIGHT, where exist unalloyed happinesa and the 
purest pleasures ; the former with .Ahriman shall be plunged 
into an abode of DA.BKNEllB, where they shall suffer an eternity 
of disquietude and misery, in a desolate place of punishment 
situated on the shore of a stinking river, the waters of which 
are black aa pitch and cold aa ioe. Here the aoule of the unin· 
itiated etemally float. Dark columne of smoke ascend from 
this etream, the inside of which is full of serpents, acorpiona, and 
venomous reptilee.-(Hyde de Relig. vet. Pers. p. 899.) 
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And e011fueed with an inOOngruous mll8S of error, the 
elucidation was a task so complicated and forbidding, 
tha.t few had. the courage t.o undertake it ; and men 
were rather inclined to bow implicitly to popular 
tradition, than be a.t the pains to reconcile truth 
With itself, and sep11.mte, with a nice and delicate 
hand, the particles of genuine knowledge from the 
cumbrous mass of allegory and. superstition in which 
they were interwoven. 

'l'he Darkness of MMonry is invested with a more 
pure and dignified reference, because it is attached to 
a system of truth. It plll.008 before the mind a series 
of the JMst a1tful and impressive images. It point. 
to the darkness of dea.th and the obscurity Of the 
gra.ve,9 as the furennners of a more brilliant and 
never-fading Light which fullolt's at the resurreotioo 
of the just. _Figure to yourselves the beauty and 
strict propriety of this reference, ye who have been 
raised to the Third Degree of Masonry. Was your 
mind enveloped in the shades of that darkness 1 Si) 
shall you again be involved in the darkness of the 
grave, whea Death baa drawn his sable curtain round 
you.10 Did you rise to a splendid scene of intellectual 

11 Job x. 21, 22. 
10 "Homer calls a man a kaf, the smallest, the weakest piece 

of a short-lived unsteady plant. Pindar ca.Us him the dream of 
a aTw,dow; another, the dream of the lhadow of amoke. But St. 
James spakil by a more excellent spirit, sa.ying, OUJr life ia oot a 
tiapour, viz., drawn ft-om the earth by a celestial iuftuence; made 
of smoke or the lighter parts at water, tossed with every wind, 
moved by the motion of a superior body, without Tirtue in itself, 
lifted up on high, or left below, according as it pleases the sun, 
its foster•father," 

J 
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brightness 1 So, if you are obedient to the preoeptil 
of Masonry ud the dictates of Religion, shall you 
rejoice, on the reaurreation-mom, when the clouds Qf 
elTor and imperfection are 11epa.rated from yom mind, 
a.nd you behold with unveiled eye the glories which 
issue from the expanse of heaven, the everlasting 
Bplendotll'B of the throne of God 111 

It is an extraordinary fact, that there is scarcely 
a single cereinony in Freemasonry, but we :find its 
corresponding rite in one or other of the idolatroUll 
mysteries; and the coincidence can only be accounted 
for by suppoei~g that these mysteries were derived 
from Masonry. Yet, however they might assimilate 
in ceremonial observances, an essential difference 
existed in the fundamental principles of the respective 
institutions. The primitive nnera.tion for Light 
accompanied the career of Masonry from the Creation 
to the present day, and will att.end its course until 
time expires in eternity ; but in the mysteries of 
'idolatry, this veneration soon yielded its empire over 
men's minds, and fell before the claims of Darkness; 
for a false worship would n&turally be produ-0tive <>f. 

11 In an old formula used more than fifty years ago, I find the 
following reference to this subject :-"What was the last sign 
or miracle that Moses wrought before Pharaoh T-He caused 
darkneRS to be spread over the land of Egypt, as a striking 
symbol of the death of Pharaoh and the destruction of his host 
in the Red Sea. In like manner the darkness that overshadowed 
the Promised Land at the Redeemer's death, proved to be a sign 
of the utter destruction of the Jewish polity. And even so at 
the end of the world, and the resurrection of the dead, the dark
ness will be entirely destroyed, and there shall be no need of 
candle nor the light of the sun; for the Lord God shall give 
light to his people for ever and ever." · 



140 SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 

impure feelings and vicious propensities.: It is true 
indeed that the :first Egyptians worshipped ON as the 
chief deity, who was supposed to be the eternal Ligkt; 
and hence he was ref erred to the Sun as its great 
source and emanation. Thus it was said that God 
dwelt in the Light, his Virtue in the Sun, and his 
Wisdom in the Moon. But this worship was soon 
debased by superstitious pra.ctices.1~ 

With the same reference in view, the Almighty, 
many centuries afterwards, denounces his vengeance 
on Pharaoh and the Egyptians. 

" I will cover the heavens when I quench thee, 
And I will clothe the stars thereof with black ; 
I will cover the sun with a cloud, 
And the moon shall not give her light. 
All the shining lights of the heavens will I clothe 

with black over thee, 
And will set DARKNESS upon thy land, 
Saith the Lord Jehovah." is 

The superstition, which assigned divine honours to 
Darkness, ~as not peculiar to Egypt, but spread, by 

19 The idolaters degenerated into an adoration of serpents and 
scorpions, and other representatives of the evil spirit ; and, 
amidst the same 'Pf'O/euiom of a profound reverence for Light, 
became most unaooountably enamoured of DarkneBB ; Md a 
temple near Memphis was dedicated to Hecate Scotia (Diod. Sic. 
1. i. c. 7), which was styled the Lord of the Creation, and in 
some respect• deemed oracular. Hence we deduce the strict 
propriety of the ninth plague inflicted by Almighty vengeance 
on that infatuated people ; in which it is most remarkable to 
observe that the same terrific eights were exhibited before their 
affrighted senses ; the same unearthly noises sounded in their 
ears, as usually attended the rites of initiation into the Egyptian 
Mysteries :-(Vide Book of Wisdom, c. xvii.) 

"'Ezek. uxii. 7, 8; Bp. Lowth's Translation, 
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a kind of fatality, throughout the idolatrous world ; 
and was justified on the principle that Darkness or 
Night, which had an existence in Chaos long before 
the creation of Light, was hence of superior anti
quity.it Thus in their calculations they gave prece
dence to the Night, and to signify one full revolution 
of the earth on its axis, they used the phrase, a night 
and a day, which the Greeks expressed by the word 
Nucktkemeron. Even the Jews began their calcula
tions from the evening; because God is said by Moses 
to have created Light out of Darkness.15 And they 
beheld the Darkness itself with the most awful sen
sations, and considered it as the incomprehensible 
veil of the Deity.16 They thought the greatest 
mystery of religion was expressed by adumbration, 
viz., the Cherubim 1kadowing the Mercy Seat. Life 
was considered but the shadow of death ; and souls 
departed but the shadow of the living ; the sun itself 

14 Pint. Sym. 1. iv. In India, Bramah was identified with 
LIGHT; for the Brahruins say, "because the being who shin• 
with seven rays, 11111111ming the forms of time and fire, maturea 
productions, is resplendent, illuminates, and finally deetroya 
the univene ; therefore he who naturally shines with seven rays 
is called Light, or the effulgent power."-(Colebrook, Aaiat. 
Ree. vol. v. p. 350.) Thus Brahm is Light ; and Light is the 
principle of life in every created thing. "Light and darlm888 
are esteemed the world's eternal ways ; he who walketh in the 
former path retumeth not, i. e. he goeth immediately to blisa.; 
whilst he who walketh in the latter, cometh back again upon 
the earth," or is subjected to further tedious iransmigratiollB.
(Bhagvat. Geeta. p. 76.) 

16 Gen. i. 2, 3. 
1• Vide 1 Kings viii. 12; 2 Chron. vi. 1 ; Pe. xviii. 9, &o. 
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but the mk simulacrum: and Light but the shadow 
P of God.tT 

The honours thus conferred on DaU.ness are 
plainly; ~ forth in the Orphic Fragments, where 
Night is celebrated as the parent of gods. and.men, 
and the origin of a.11 things.18 And hence, -in the 
initiations Darkness was always hailefl with tlwBS 
diatinct acclamations or ckeera (-rptc a:at rovT"o mt
t/>1ff.1.1to,,nc).19 For these united ca.uses, Jesus Christ" 
says, that in his time, a.t the extreme point of dege
neracy which mankind were suffered to attain, " mm 
~ Dm-lcneu ratlwJr than Liglit, because their 
deeds were evil"~o And speaking of the implacable. 
and revengeful spirit inculcated by idolatry, St. J obn, 
the beloved disciple of Christ says, " he that ha.teth. 
his brother i8 in Darlcn888, a.nd walketh in Dark
ness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that 
Darkness hath blinded his eyes."~1 The same refer
ence is abundant in all St. Paul's Epistles which a.re 
addressed to the heathen conTerts. 

From these observations, the customs that .follow 
may be sa.tisfa.ctorily accounted for. 

In all the ancient mysteries, before an aspirant 
could claim to participate in the higher secrets of the 
institution, he was placed within the Palltoa, or Bed, 
or Oo.ffin; or in other words, was subjected to a solitary 
confinement for a prescribed period of time, that he 

17 Brown's Gard. of Cyrua, c. iv. 
11 Euaeb. de Pnep. Evan. I. iii. o. 9. 
19 Dam118cius, in Bryant's Plagues of Egypt, p. 170. 
19 John iii. 19. 11 1 Epis. ii. 11. 
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might reftect seriollsly, m seolusfon and aarknUI, Oil 

what he was about to undertak&, a.nd be reduced t~ 
a proper state of mind for the reception of grea.t and. 
important truths, by a colU'Se of fasting and mortifi
cation. Tkia was t!_ie symbolical cleal/f of tlw myate
riea, 22 and his deliverance from confinement was the 
act of rege:neration or being boni again ;_ or, as it was 
also termed, being raised from t"8 dead.es 

The oandicla.te was ma.de to un~ergo these changes 
in sc:enic representation ; and was placed under the 
Pastos in perfect Darkness, generally for the space of 
three days and nights. The time of this solitary 
confinement however varied in different nations. In 
Britain nine days a.nd nights were the specified 
:period ; ~ in G:reece. three times nine days ; 26 while in 
:Persia it e:&tended to fifty days and nights .Qf da.rk
ness, want of rest, and fasting ! 26 To explain the 

11 Vide Bryant'• Anal. vol. ii. p. 267 • 
. 9:1 "Clement of Alezandri.a tells us, ibat in the formnlary 

used by one who had been initiated he was taught to say, I 
have descended into the bed·chamber. The ceremon1 here 
alluded 1>o was doubtleBB the B&1De as the desoent into Hlldea ;· 
and I am inclined to thin)!:, that when the aspirant entered into 
'the my1tic cell, he 10as dwected to lay hiffllelf dlnon upon tM bed, 
wltich ahadowed out the tomb 0'1' coffin of the Great Father. Thie 
process was equivalent to hie entering into the infernal ship ; 
and while atretQhed tipPn tb11 holy couch, in im~ of Ma 
fifl'WT'atWe deceased protot'!/Pe, he was said to be wrapped in the 
deep sleep of death. Hia renwrection from tM bed waa hia 
~ w Ufd, or hia regeneration inM> a new w.orld ; aod it 
was Yirtually the a.me 1111 his return from Hades,. or hia elJ)Sl'g• 
iJ,g from t.he gloomy cavern, or his. liberation &om the womb of 
~e 11hip-godd-."-(Fab. Pag. Idol. b. v. c. 7.) 
. MW. Arch. Tri. 60, apud Dav. DnJida, p. 4:0'-
- • ;I>orph. Vit. Pyth. • Porph. de..Abaiin. <ll vi. 11c • n 
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ne.ture of these places· of penance and mortification;· l 
need not carry yon to distant shores ; the remains in 
our country are both numerous and open to public 
inspection ; for I have no doubt but the British 
Cromlech was the identical vehicle of preparation for 
the druidical mysteries. 

A celebrated piece of antiquity was recently stand
ing near Maidstone, called Kit's Cotti House. This 
was a dark chamber of probation; for Kit is no other 
than Ked, or Ceridwen, the British Ceres ; and Cotti 
or Cetti meant an Ark or Chest ; hence the com
pound word referred to the Ark of the diluvian god 
Noah, whose mysterious rites were celebrated in 
Britain ; and Ceridwen was either the consort of 
Noah or the Ark itself; symbolically the great mother 
of mankind. The peculiar names which these mo
numents still retain throughout the kingdom are a. 
decisive proof that they were appropriated, almost 
exclusively, to this purpose. Had they been com
monly used for .A ltara, some marks of the operation 
of fire would still have been visible on their upper 
surface, which is not the case. Were they merely 
sepulchral monuments, the remains of interred bodies 
would be discovered under all of them without excep
tion ; and such interments have been very rarely 
found.2'1' 

17 To eatablish this point more satisfactorily, I will enumerate 
a few of them. At a village in Somersetllhire, called Stanton 
Drew, or Druid Stonu, we find a specimen of this atructnre, 
which consisted originally of three oirolea of ston1111 and a PABtoB· 
or lldytum. Another in Cardiganshire, oalled Lleoh y Gowres, 
fM.fta,1 &unc of Uic GianU..-(Oeridwen.) At the village of 
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·Coincidences like these are too striking to be over
looked ; particularly when we consider that the 
initiations formed a most important and essential 
part of religious worship ; and no person coald hold 
any dignified appointment as a priest, or legislator, 
without passing through these forms, which included, 
as an indispensable preliminary rite, tAe solila"!f co1i

jin81Mnt of ens darktJn8<1 Panoa, or preparing room. 
Warburton says that the Pagans appear to have 
thought initiation as necessary as the Christians did 
baptism. 98 The initiations were, therefore, very 
numerous, and the places where they were performed 

. not only abounded in every part of the island, but 
were invested with a high degree of imaginary eanc
nty ; particularly the adytum, which was represented' 
as being the peculiar abode of spirits and guarded by 
a vindictive divinity, armed with the sword of 
justice. 

A devotional feeling for these consecrated places 
~d descend from father to son for many genera
tions after the knowledge of their particular use 
(which was known only to the initiated) had been 
lost, or obscured by time, or the prevalence of the 

Shapin Westmoreland is another termed Carl Lon, a name alao 
applicable to the Putoe. The Phallus was the groBB symbol 
under which Noah, or the Great Father of the mysteries, wu 
wonhipped; and it wu usually represt1nted by a pyramidal 
atone. Now, i11 1ame of the moat ancient dialeota of Britain, 
Eal signiied the PhaDua, and Ll1fl1 the Deluge ; and hence, 
aocording to thia etymology, Eal.-Llp, modernised into Carl· 
Loft, aimply meant the Phallua or memorial of the Delage. The 
liH might be inoreued almoet indefinitely. 

• Div. Leg. b. ii. B. '· 

H 
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Christia.n Religion, whose oomplete success was in
volved in consigning t.o oblivion every vestige of 
these ceremonial rites which might tend to keep alive 
in the mind the object of every mystical celebration. 
Hence from the inhumation of the 118pirant, which Wll8 

esteemed equivalent with a.n actual interment, the 
Cromlech was said to be sepulchral ; but this conjec
ture, after many revolving ages, having fallen into 
disrepute, from the ill success of antiquarian research, 
which Wll8 almost universally disappointed in its 
attempts to discover the crumbling remains of de
cayed bodies within the area of its inclosure ; it was 
then 118Bumed that these monuments must necessarily 
have been altars for sacrifice ; for the notion of their 
being sanctified appendages to Religion W118 never 
lost ; and it Wll8 not supposed that they could be 
applied to any other purpose in the rites of divine 
worship.29 

The emblems here offered to your notice a.re the 
Coffin with the Skull and Cross Bones ; the Hour
gl888, the Scythe, the Beehive, and the Sprig of 
Acacia. T/18 06.ffin, Stull, and Orou Bonea a.re 
emblems of mortality, and cry out with a voice almost 
more tha.n mortal, prepare to meet tky God. " The 
Hour-91,au is an emblem of human life.30 We can-

• Vid. Dav. Dl"1llds, p. 891-,10. 
ao " A man ia ao 'nin, ao 11nftxed, IO periahing a creature, 

that he cannot long laet in the -e or tmoy ; a man goee ~ 
and ia forgotten, like the dream or a distraoted person. The 
111Dl or &11 ii thil : that thou &rt a man, than whom there is not 
in tba world any greater inat.ance of heights and deoleneio1111, 
or lights and 1h&dowa, or misery and Colly, of la111hter and tears, 
or groADa and death." 
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not without astonishment behold the little particles 
which are contained in this machine pass away almost 
imperceptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in the short 
space of an hour a.l1 are exhausted. Thus wastes 
human life. At tl1e end of man's short hour, death 
strikes the blow, and hurries him off the stage to 
his long and darksome resting-place.31 

" The Scytke is an emblem of time, which cuts the 
brittle thread of life and launches us into eternity. 
What ha.voe does the Scythe of Time make among the 
human race ! If by chance we escape the numerous 
evils incident to childhood and youth, and .arrive in 
perfect health and strength at the years of vigorous 
mi.nhood; yet deorepid old age will soon foll<>W, and 
we must be cut d<>wn by the all-devouring scythe of 
time, and be gathered into the land where our fathers 
are gone before us. "32 

The BeeltifJe is an emblem of industry, and recom
mends the practice of that virtue to all created 
beings, from the highest seraph in heaven to the 
lowest reptile in the dust. It teaches us that as we 
came into the world rational and intelligent beings, 
so we should ever be industrious ones ; never sitting 
down contented while our fellow-creatures around us 
a.re in want, when it is in our power to relieve them 
·without· inconvenience to ourselves. 

This was a famous symbol in the Orphic mysteries, 
into :which it had been introduced with a mysterious 
reference well worthy of our consideration. " We 
learn from one of the ancient Oracles collected by 

31 Star ill the Eaat, p. 136. 3' Star in the Eaat, p. 138. . 
H 2 
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Opsop~us, that Honey was used in the sacrifices to 
Bacchus and the Nymphs ; and Sophocles informs us, 
that libations of honey and water were made in 
honour of. the Erinnnes, wh1ch tremendous deities 
were in reality, arkite deities. According to Por
phyry, lwney was introtlUC8<1 into tke mysteries as a 
IJ'!fmbol of deatk, on which account it was offered to 
the infernal gods. This notion will show us the 
reason why the Chaldeans, who were deeply versed 
in the Ca.biric orgies, were accustomed to embalm 
their dead with honey. Tke deatk, however, cek
bratetl in t"8 mysteries, of u:kick koney tt:as tke 
'!f'Rbol, was not, I apprehend, a literal, but merely 
an allegorical death ; the death, in short, of Bacchus, 
Adonis, and Osiris ; or, in other words, tke confine
ment of Noak tt:itkin kis Ark or Oo.ffin; such a 
death as this, therefore, was very naturally described 
as being Nest, for it was, in fa.ct, a preservation from 
danger.33 

13 In allusion to the symbolical honey, Samothrace, the grand 
seat of the Cabiric superstition, was once denominated Melita ; 
!Uld for preciaely the llAllle reaaon, Jupiter wu aome1.imes 
feigned to have been fed, during his infancy, by a ltOarm. of lieu. 
These bees, as we learn from Porphyry, were nothing more 
than the mystic priestesses of the infernal Ceree, who were 
called Melium, or Melittai, a name which, according to a Cllll

tom familiar to the Pagans, they seemed to have IUl8Umed fro~ 
the deity whom they served. Ceres, Venua, or Asta~, w1111 
styled by the Babylonians, Mylitta, or the goddess of genera
tion ; and as the Cabirio priests &BBumed the title of Cabiri, 
Curetee, or Corybantee, ao the priesteea. of Mylitt& oalled 
themselves Meli1111111 or Melitte. The name was afterwards ex· 
tended to Bees, which animals, from their greet vigour, activity, 
and livelin-, were thought to be proper emblems of what the 
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The Sprig of Acacia points to that state of moral 
obscurity to which the world was reduced previously 
to the appea.mnce of Christ upon the earth ; when 
the reverence and adoration due to the divinity was 
buried in the filth and rubbish of the world, when 
religion sat mourning in Israel in sackcloth and ashes, 
and morality was scattered to the four winds of 
heaven. In order that mankind might be presened 
from this deplorable state of darkness and destruction, 
and as the old law was dead and become rottenness, 
a new doctrine and new precepts were wanting to 
give the key to salvation, in the langnage of which 
we might touch the ear of an offended deity, and 
bring forth hope for eternity. Troe religion was 
:fled ; those who sought her through the wisdom of 
the ancient.a were not able to raise her ; she eluded 
the grasp, and their polluted hands were stretched 
forth in vain for her restoration. Those who sought 
her by the old law were frustrated, for death had 
stepped between, and corruption had defiled the 
embrace; sin bad beset her steps, and the vices of 
the world had overwhelmed her. The Great Father 
of all, commiserating the miseries of the world, sent 
his only Son, who was innocence (acacia) itself, to 
teach the doctrines of salvation ; 31 by whom man was 

Epoptm t.ermed - bom -Z.. Porphyry concludee hie remlU'ks 
upon the Bees of the myateries by observing that the Epopt111 
did not coneider them emblematical of all aouls in general, but 
only of the juet. The reuon why this distinction was made ia 
evident; the beee aymbolir.ed only the juae matt and hw piolll 
family, not the inoorrigible race which perished beneath the 
wavee of the Deluge.-(Fab. Mys Cab. c. x. with autboritiea.) 

· M An obsolete Masonic Lecture in my ~on contains the 
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raised from the death of sin unto a life of righteous
ness ; from the tomb of corruption unto the chambers 
of hope ; from the darkness of despair to the celestial 
beams of fa.ith ; and not only working for us this 
redemption, but making with us the coveliant of 
regeneration, whence we become the children of God, 
and inheritors of the realms of heaven. 36 

I cannot conclude this Lecture without adding a 
few words by way of application on the Darkness of 
Death which will as certainly precede your resurrec
tion, as it did figuratively when your Masonry was 
completed. Are you rich, and blessed with an 
abundant superfluity of earthly possessions? To 
you the approach of death will be bitter indeed, if it. 
find you unprepared, because it ·will deprive you of 
all your temporal comforts, without the promise of 
an equivalent in eternity. Are you poor 1 Still the 
apprehension of this event conveys a portion of 
dismay, which it is difficult entirely to remove.36 

following paaaage :-"Why did Jehovah appear to the Children 
of IBr&el in the form Qf & pillar of a cloud? It was to show that 
the Mosaic laws were promulgated in types of darkneee till the 
true light should come out of the heavenly Sion, viz., Jesus 
Christ the Son of God, to take the veil away from our dark 
minds, that the ·night of ceremonies might be abolished, and the 
true light illuminate our hearts." 

36 Sta.r in the East, p. l·U.-Hutch. Sp. of Mas. p. 159 ; 
Ed. 1775. 

30 Maeurius S&binus tells us that the image of the goddess 
Angeron&, with the muffter upon her mouth, was placed upon 
the altar of Volupia, to represent that those persons who bear 
their sicklleBll8ll and sorrows without murmuring, shall certainly 
pass from sorrow to pleasure and the eaae a.nd honours of 
felicity; but they that with spite and indignation bite the bum-
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We anticipate with a strong feeling of horror, thORe 
bitter agonies, those dreadful pangs, '!fhich precede 
and accompany dissolution. We behold with terror 
the angel of death approach our dwelling ; and when 
he lays hold on us to hasten our struggling nature 
away, we shrink from his grasp, a.nd cling to the 
world with a delirious embrace, as if all our hopes 
and wishes were centred in its riches and gra.tifi
cations. 37 

We do not reflect with sensations of pleasure on 
that event which excludes us from the light of heave:o, 
and consigns us to the damps and darkness of the 
grave, in which our body must eventually be deposited 
to be food for worms, and to encounter corruption 
and decay. We shudder at the thought of being 
placed in the earth and covered over with mould ; 
and when the green sod is laid upon our grave, to 
have ta.ken a last and eternal farewell of the world 
and its inhabitants. But we have a still greater 

ing coal, or shake the yoke upon their necks, gall their spirits, 
and fret the skin, and hurt nothing but thelll8elves. 

n "A man is a bubble, ll&i.d the Greek proverb, having no 
other bUBin- in the world but to be bom, that he might be 
able to die. He is born in vanity and sin ; he comes into the 
world like morning mushrooms, soon thrusting up their heads 
into the air, and conversing with their kindred of the same pro
duction ; and u llOOD they tum into dust and forgetfulness
eome of them without any other interest in the affairs of the 
world, but that they made their parents a little glad and very 
sorrowful : othen ride longer in the lltorm ; it may be until 
seven years of vanity be expired, and then peradventure 
the BDD shines hot upon their heads, and they fall into the 
shades below, into tbe cover of death and darkness of the grave 
to hide them."-(Jer. Taylor, Holy Dying, c. 1.) 

Digitized by oogle 
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dread of this event when we ~~ on the etcmal 
destroction of. the soul. We know it must be sepa
rated from the body ; we know that its doom, once 
pronounced, is irrevocable; and we recoil from the 
prospect of the second death, with consternation and 
horror. 

A few brief instructions how to snbdoe these 
-feelings, may be neither improper nor unacceptable 
at the conclnsion of this Lecture. Fear God, and 
keep his commandments, says a certain Degree of 
Masonry, after king Solomon, for this is the whole 
duty of man. 311 I would recommend to you the 
practice of Temperance, not so much to presene 
your constitution untainted, as to prepare for its fiiia.l 
dissolntion.30 I would recommend the practice of the 
golden rule, Do unto otlwr1 a. you u:ould hafJd tiM 
do to you, not so much to preserve the peace and 
erder of civil society (which, notwithstandingt it 
cannot fail to do), as to inspire in your own bosoms 
a love of virtue and good-will to man. I would 

18 Eccles. xii. 18. 
19 "We are bom to die"-1 am following the pbrueology of 

the Masonic Funeral Service in the United State&-" We· 
follow our friends to the briuk of the grave, and standing on the 
shore of a vast ocean, we gaze with exquiaite anxiety till the 
last struggle is over, and see them sink into the fathomless abyss. · 
We feel our own feet alide from the precarious bank on which 
we stand, and but a rew suns more, and we shall be whelmed· 
amidst death's awful waves. The younger are crowding the next 
older off the stage of M:tion, as though each were anxious to 
exhibit hie part in the strange and ever changeable drama of 
human life. Not a solitary individual re-enten the world's 
theatre. All take their exit, and are known beneath the sun no 
more for ever." 
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recommend Benevolence an,d. Charity, not merely to 
provide for the necessities ot' indigence, but to intro
duce into your soul the fine feelings of humanity, 
and an extended philanthropy which may embrace 
in the bonds of love the whole human race. 

In a word, I would press upon you the practice of 
Virtue, and not so much for its own sake, as in 
obedience to the divine command ; and in humble 
imitation of Jesus Christ, whose beneficence was 
extended to his most obdurate enemies ; and who 
has promised everlasting happiness to all who follow 
his pure and holy example. If then to your faith 
you add the virtues of a good life; if you do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with your God, you 
have a protection against the fear of death, which 
nothing earthly can remove or take away ; for you 

. have the promise of Scripture, that in this case, your 
latter end shall be in peace.40 Dea.th is divested of 
its sting ; and as your pulse advances to its dying 
throb, you will serenely await the awful moment 
when the soul takes wing into the boundless and 
unexplored expanse ; and in silent meditation you 
will reflect, " I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith ; hence
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that day."•1 

•• Psalm xxxvii. 37. 41 2 Timothy iv, 7, 8. 

H 3 
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LECTURE VII. 

THE THREE PILLARS, WISDOM, STRENGTH, AND 
BEAUTY. 

"When orient WIBDOK beam'd serene, 
And pillar'd STBDGTH arose; 

When BEAUTY tinged the glowing scene, 
And Faith her mansion chose ; 

Exulting bands the fabric view'd, 
Mysterious powers adored, 

And high the TRIPLE union stood, 
. That gave the mystic WORD."-ST..l.lfl'IELD. 

" Our Lodge is supported by three grand pillars, called 
Wi8dom, Strength, and Beauty. Wisdom to contrive, Strength 
to &Uppol't, and Beauty to adorn. Wisdom to conduct us in all 
our undertakings ; Strength to support us under all our diffi· 
culties; and Beauty to adorn the inward man."-Tm! LECTUBBS. 

THB emblematical supporters of a Mason's Lodge 
are called Wisdom, Strength and Beauty. These 
three noble Pillars give it a stability which no 
ei;ertion of art or ingenuity can subvert, no force can 
overthrow, and allude to the perfection with which 
our system has been endowed by the Almighty 
Architeot ; because, without Wisdom to contrive, 
Strength to support, and Beauty to adom, no struc
ture can be perfect. This is illustrated by a 
reference to the most splendid and awful images 
which can be presented to the human mind. The 
universe is the temple of the Deity whom we serve ; 
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Wisdom, Strength and Beauty are about his Throne 
as Pillars of his work ; for his wisdom is infinite, 
his strength is omnipotence, and his beauty shines 
forth through all his creation in symmetry and order.1 

He hath stretched forth the h~vens as a oanopy, 
the earth he hath planted as his footstool ; he ha.th 
crowned this superb temple with stars as with a 
diadem, and in his hand he extendeth the power and 
glory ; the sun and moon are messengers of his will, 
and all his laws are concord.i This universal harmony 
of nature and nature's works, emblema.tical of the 
peace and unity which subsists in a Mason's Lodge, 
is produced from the union of those sublime qualities 
by which our fabric is supported, Wisdom, Strength, 
and Beauty.3 

1 He, who through vast immensity can pierce, 
See worlds on worlds compose one universe ; 
Observe how_ ayatem into 1yatem runs, 
What other planets and what other suns, 
What varied being peoples ev'ry star, 
May tell why beav'n made all things as they are.-POP:I. 

' Hutch. Sp. or Mas. p. 93. 
3 "It ia a aource of unspeakable pleamre to the devout 

Mason," Mid the Grand Master of· Wisconsin, U.S., in his 
addreaa to the Grand Lodge, .a..D. 18•5, "to survey the ample 
fields over which our ancient order baa extended ; its toilsome 
care Crom age to age, over the habit.atio1111 of men in every land 
and clinie ; and wherever his eye is turned, to witneaa strong 
and convincing proofs thai Freemasonry has alwaya enjoyed the 
approving smiles and favoured pro't'idence or God. And it is 
equally pleuing to the good Mason, while be contemplates the 
future, to behold the 1teady and unwavering footsteps of this 
hoary giant oC antiquity, llfPP!lrled by Wiadom, S'rength, and 
B~, descending along the tide of time, and to coming 
ages administer, as to those gone by, the healthful cordials 
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The first Pillars used by the primitive inhabitants 
of the earth, were merely trunks of trees, placed 
upright on stones to elevate them above the damp, 
and covered at the top with a flat stone to keep off 
the rain. On the$6 the roofs of their huts were 
placed, covered with reeds and plastered with clay to 
resist the simple effects of tempestuous weather. 
From such simple elements sprang the noble Orders 
of Architecture. But Pilla.rs were not confined to 
this use a.lone. In primitive times they were appro
priated to the purpose of perpetuating remarkable 
events ;• and were erected as monuments of gra.ti-

of friendship, morality, aod brotherly love, to the disordered 
generations of men down to the end of time." 

4 Pillars were the prototypes of Towerd, now an universal 
.. appendage to Christian churches; and they may be traced to a 
very remote period of time. In the &rat ages they were always 
pyramidal, because that was a form inherent to the mind of 
man when applied to the worship of hie Creator, NI appe&l'B 
from its universal use amongst all nations, however diversified 
in other respects ; imd bow widely soever distributed over the 
face of the earth. It was a spontaneous emanation from moun
tain-worship, as practised by the primitive inhabitants of almost 
every country under heaven ; for when the pure coniCRI bill 
was not provided by nature, recourse was bad to art for a 
.fitting substitute. The Tower of Babel is tbe first specimen 
that attracts our attention ; and the Tower of Edar is men
tioned in the time of Jacob. Thia was followed by the Pyramids 
of Egypt and Mexico, the Pagodas of India, and the Porch of 
Solomon's Temple, which is one of the moet early deviations 
from the pyramid in favour of the cube. For military and ciril 
purposes the Cyclopean citadel of Tiry11s wNI built 1oon after 
the d~ath of Moses, and furnished with a 1olid tower for defence; 
and even the private dwellings of the early Egyptian• and other 
nations were constructed with these appendages. Then came 
the Towera of Syria, Media, and Peraia ; the Pio;iah Dun ; tb11 
Celtic Donjon or keep ; the towers of the wall of Senrus ; and 
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tude to divine Providence for favoun conferred, or. 
for dangers avoided.& 

The descendants of Seth and Shem. erected Pillars 
to the honour of the true God, the Creator and 
Preserver of all things.6 Enoch erected two Pillars, 
in order to transmit his knowledge to posterity, by 
subsequently the tower W88 added to Christian churches and 
monllllteriea about the time of Edgar as a campanile and a beacon. 
The latter uee bas been euperaeded by the goneral cultivation 
and inclosure of the country, and the establishment of regular 
roads, and an efficient police ; but the former is still retained. 

• By the idolatrous race who first seceded from the true wor-
1hip of God, Pillare were declicated to the Ha.I of He-. Of 
this nature were the Pillars set up by Hypsouranioe and Ou90UI 
to Fire and Air before the Flood, which were termed /3a1n1>.1a. 
-(Sanch. in Eueeb. de pnep. evan. I. i. o. 10.) Osiris eet up 
Pillan in commemoration of his conqne11ts, on which were hiero
glyphical inscriptions, Importing the degree of reeistanoe made 
by Uie inhabitantll o' thoee oountries which. he 1ohdued. The 
ancient kings of Egypt followed thia eumple, and UB11ally en
gr&Yed reeorda of their couquestll, power, and magnificence, on 
obelieks or pillan.-(Diod. Strabo. &c.) S-.tria, in his 
military progress through the nationa he had Y&nquishsd, 
erected Pillan, on which hieroglyphical inscriptions •·ere 
engraven, aocompanied by certain emblematical devices, expree
siYe of the bravery or pusillanimity of the conquered people.
(Jos. con. A pion.) And, if Proclus may be bPU.,ved, all extra· 
ordinmy events, siognlar tranSllCtions, and new inventions, were 
recorded by the Egyptians on stone Pillan. Hiram, king of 
Tyre, aooording to Menander, dedicated a pillar of gold to Jupi
ter, Oil the grand junction he had formed between Eurichorus 
and Tyre.-(Diod. Sic.. I. i. c. '·) 

• On \he gateway of Ithomb, which led to Arcadia, wae fixed 
A eqoare atone statue of Mercury, of At\ic workmanship ; and in· 
t.be gymnasium of Ptolemy- at Athena wel'8 placed' a number of 
llimilar stoneB. The Athenians called them Hermse, and pre
tended ti> h&Ye been the first inventon of this mode of imagery. · 
The HerlDIB 'tl'1lre used u landmarlai, and- acoordingty we find 
them erected at t.he territorial boondariea of the I-iemonians, 
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inscriptions engraven on such materials as were 
calculated to resist the element by which the world was 
to be destroyed. The Pillar of Jacob at Bethel,7 was 
constructed to commemorate his most extraordinary 
vision and covenant with God. On this pillar he 
poured oil, whence arose the custom amongst the 
heathens of consecrating their idols by anointing 
them with oil. A similar monument was erected by the 
same patriarch at Galeed, to perpetuate the treaty of_ 
amity with his uncle Laban ;8 by Joshua at Gilgal, on 
his miraculous passage over the river Jordan ;9 and by. 
Samuel, between Mizpeh and Shen, on a remarkable 

the Argives, and t.he Tegatm. Mercury, however, was not the 
only deity repreeented in this manner; Apollo being, in fact, the 
same mythological character, was sometimes also worshipped 
11nder the same symbol of a square stone, as were likewise 
Minerva, Neptune, and Hercules; a remarkable instance of 
which occurs in the temple of the great goddeBBes, or Cabiiw, 
at Megalopolis, in Arcai.diA. A large slack stone was also the 
emblem of the Hindoo Buddha, and a -square stone of the 
Arabian Manah, or Venus.-(Fab. Cab. vol. i. p. 306.) 

7 Genesis xxvili. 18. "We have no doubt," says Dr. Kitto 
(Palest. p. 103), "that the original erection by Jacob was merely 
the most tall and shapely stone which could be found in the 
neighbourhood. The site seems always since to have been 
marked by some sepulchral erection or other. That which now 
exists is such as thoae with which Sheikhs and other persons of 
note are honoured. Its date we cannot find, but it ie certainly 
modern. The structure which the travellers of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries figure and describe, had the same 
general shape, but it was open in arches on all sides. The best 
figure of it is in "Amioo's Tratt.ato delle Piante e Immagini di 
Sacri Edifizi di Terra Santa," 1620. And this was not very 
&!loient, for the travellers of the thirteenth century (as Brocard) 
d11BCribe Rachael's sepulchre as a pyro.midal, monument." 

1 Genesis xui. 45. ' Joshua iv. 20 
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defeat of the Philistines.10 AbsaJom erected a Pil
lar in honour of himseli,11 which, as we are told by 
modem travellers, remains to this day; but Dr. Lloyd 
says that the passers-by throw stones at it in detest
ation of his memory. And Solomon set up two 
Pillars at the entrance of the Porch of the Temple, 
to remind the Jews of their dependance upon God 
for everything they possessed ; 12 evidenced by their 
escape from Egypt, and their miraculous wandering 
and preservation in the wildemes for a period of forty 
years,13 

to 1 Samuel vii. 12. 11 2 Samuel xviii. 18. 
11 " The two Pillars of J oehua were solemnly dedicated to 

Elelohe Israel ; that in the river Jordan W1111 called --, or 
Ula Word of their Freedom ; and the other, on the banks of 
the Jordan, was Called --, Israel's Unutterable Word, 
because the J ewa to this day are unable or unwilling to pro
nounce it. This waa the origin of those two words; and they ... 
arose out of the triple union of the three most conspicuoW1 
things then visible to the Jews at ibe time of this miracle: 
for the meaning of the worda -- and -- is Water, 
and Ear of Corn. And it is remarkable thRt, after passing 
the river Jordan, the supply of ID8llllA ceseed; and the Jews 
for the first time ate of the com in the Land of Canaan ; 
for it was the time of harvest, and the Land of Promise waa 
full of corn, and therefore a fit emblem of Plenty.''-(From an 
old Masonic Formula.) 

13 "'.l'he pillars erected at the porch of the temple," Mys 
Hutchinson, in his Spirit of Masonry, published under the 
119nction of the Grand Lodge, " were not only ornamental, 
but also carried with them an emblematical import in their· 
names j Boaz being, in its literal translation, m tllU u atrength; 
and Jachin, it alwJl be ut.ablW!d,; which by a very natural 
transposition may be put thus : 0 Lord, thou int mighty, and 
thy power ia ulabliakd from everlasting to everlasting. Or, 
otherwise, they might imply, as Boaz was the father of David, 
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It is needless to add that commemorative Colum11s 
were used by every nation in the world ; and never 
with more propriety and effect than in our own 
country at the present day. 

The particular Pilla.rs which are the subject of this 
Lecture, are emblema.tical of three great Masonic 
characters, whose united abilities rendered a.n essen
~ service to true religion, by the construction of a. 
primitive Temple, then first dedicated to the exclusive 
purpose of religious worship ; for they jointly pos
sessed the essential properties which characterize the 
three great sustaining Pillars of our Lodge; the·one 
had Wisdom to contrive; another had Strength to 
support ; 14 and the third possessed genius and ability 
to adorn the edifice with unexampled Bea.uty.15 The 

the house of David shall be established for ever. I am justified 
iii tbie latter application by the express words of Nathan the 
Prophet unto David, inspired by the viirion of the Lord, 
(2 Sam. vii. 12, 13, 16) : "Aud when thy days be fulfilled, and 
111iou shalt sleep with thy ta.there, I will set up thy seed after 
thee,. which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will esta· 
blish thy kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, 
and I will establish the throne of bis kingdom for ever. .And 
tAiM h<>tUe Mtcl thy lcingdom aha/,/- be utablishecl for ner be]'o1·e 
tl&u; thy throne ahall be utablWtecl /qr ever." 

1• "Tatian, in hie Book against the Greeks, relates, that 
amongst the Phceniciaus :ftourished three ancient. historians, 
Theodot.u1, Hysicrates, and Mochus, who all of them delivered 
in their histories, an account of the league and friendship 
between Solomon and Hiram, when Hiram gave his daughter 
to Solomon, aud fumiebed him with timber for building the 
Temple. The same i1 atlirmed by Menander of Pergamus."-
(Sir Isaac Newton's Chron. p. 114.) \ 

u The Sapientia Generalie, published at Paris in I8U, thue . 
applies ihese three principles:-" Ainei, pour commencer par. 

iqi "'.yGoogle 
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result of this union was " a building which highly 
tranBCended all that we a.re capable to imagine, and 
has ever been esteemed the finest piece of Masonry 
upon earth, before or sinoo."lli 

This magnificent work was begun in Mount 
Moriah, on Monday the second day of the month 
Zif, which answers to the twenty-first of onr April, 
being the second month of the sacred year ; and was 
carried on with such speed, that it was .finished in all 
its parts in a little more than seven yea.rs, which 
happened on the eighth day of the month Bul, and 
answers t.o the twenty-third of our October, being 
the seventh month of the sacred year, and the 
eleventh of king Solomon. What is still more asto-. 
nishing, is, that every piece of it, whether timber, 
stone, or metal, was brought ready cut, framed and 
polished, to Jerusalem ; so that no other tools were 
wanted nor heard, than what were necessary to join 
the several parts together. All the noise of a.xe, 
hammer, and saw, was confined to Lebanon, and 
the quarries and plains of Zeredathah,. that nothing 
might be heard among the masons of Sion, save 
harmony and peace.17 

These Pillars refer further to the three governors 
of the Lodge.. The pillar of Wisdom represents 

le plus baa !Stage de l'univera, elle nous apprend ' coutempler, 
~· lu prtlfl&Wn prtncipea de la ftldtwe, lea principea qui 
tStabli1&ent immlidiatemeut JtSaua-Chriat clans sou ~tre, •TI»ir: 

Daus LA MA.TDIRll, sou humanittS soumise ~ sa divinit6; 
LA Fo:BJO, 11& diviuiU qui pn!aide ~ BOD hnmanittS ; 
L'UMoN NATUBKLLll, BOD union hypostatique. 

it Noorth. Const. p. 26. 1' Noorib. CoDli. p. 25. 
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the W.M. whose business is to exert his judgment 
and penetration, in contming the most proper and 
efficient means of completing the intended work, of 
what nature soever it may be. The pillar of Strength 
refers to the S. W. whose duty it is to BUpporl 
the authority, and facilitate the designs of the 
Master with all his influence amongst the Brethren, 
and to see that his commands are carried into full 
and permanent effect. The pillar of Beauty is the· 
J.W. whose duty it is to adorn the work with all 
his powers of genius and active industry ; to promo.ta 
regularity amongst the Brethren by the sanction of 
his own good example, the persuasive eloquence of 
precept, and a discriminative encouragement of merit. 
Thus by the unit.eel energies of these three presiding 
Officers, thci system is adorned and established :firm 
as a rock in the midst of the ocean, braving the 
malignant shafts of envy and detraction ; its summit 
gilded with the rays of the meridian sun, though 
stormy winds and waves beat eternally on its basis.1B 

11 In the British and other mysteries, these three Pillars re
presented the greAt emblematical Priad of Dei,ty, as with us tbe;r 
refer to the three principal ofltcers of the Lodge. We shall find, 
however, that the symbolical meaning was the same in both. It 
is a fact, that in Britain the .A.dytum or Lodge was actually 
supported by three stones or pillars, which were supposed to 
convey a regenerating purity to the aspirant, after having 
endured the ceremony of initiation in all its accustomed forma
lities. The delivery from between them was termed a nero birtl&. 
-(Hauee Taliesin, c. iii.-Dav. Druids, p. 230.) The corre. 
aponding Pillars of the Hindu mythology were also known by 
the names of Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, and placed in the 
east, west, and south, crowned with three human heads. They 
jointly referred to the Creator, who was said to hne planned 
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The Masonic Lodge, bounded only by the extreme 
points of the compass, the highest heavens, and the 
lowest depth of the central abyss, is said to be 
supported by Three Pillars, Wisdom, Strength, and 
Beauty. In like manner the Persians, who termed 
their emblematioal Mithratic Cave or Lodge, the 
Empyrean, feigned it to be supported by Three Intel
ligences, Ormisda, Mithra, and Mithras, who were 
usually denominated from certain cha.ra.cteristics 
which they were supposed mdividoally to possess, 
Eternity, Fecundity, and Autlwrity.1g Similar to 
this were the forms of the Egyptian deity, designated 
by the attributes of Wudom, POflJer, and Goodtuu ;29 

and the 8<>1Je'l'eign Good, I nlelUd, and Energy of 
the Platonists which were also regarded as the res
pective properties of the divine Triad. ~1 

It is remarkable that every mysterious system, 

the great work by his infinite Wi1d0m; executed it by his 
&ttlngth; and to have adorned it with all its .Beauty and useful· 
n- for the benetit of man. These united powers were not 
overlooked in the mysteries, for we find them represented in the 
solemn ceremony of initiation by the three presiding Brahmins 
or Hierophants. The chief Brahmin eat in the east, high 
exalted on a brilliant throne, clad in a flowing robe of azure, 
thickly eparkled with golden stare, and beanng in his hand a 
magical rod; thu symbolizing Brahma, the Creator of the· 
world. His two compeers, clad in robes of equal magnificence, 
oooupied corresponding sit.nation• of distinction. The repre
eentative of Viehnu, the set.ting inn, was placed on an exalted 
throne in the west. ; and he who personated Siva, the meridiaa 
llllll, occupied a splendid throne in the sout.b. 

19 Vid. Rameay's Travel& of Cyrus, and Diaertation thereto 
annexed. 

"° Pint.. de laid. and Oeir. p. 873. 11 Plat.. in Timmo. 



164 SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 

practised on the habitable globe, contained this 
Triad of Deity, which some writers refer to the 
Trinity; and others to the triple offspring of Noah. 
The Oracle in Damascius asserts that " throughout 
the world a Triad shines f ortk, UJkick retJol'IJea itaelf 
into a Monad ; 22 and the uniform symbol of this 
threefold deity was, an equilateral triangle ; the 
precise form occupied by our pillars of Wisdom, 
Strength, and Beauty. In the mysteries of India, 
Brahma- Vialmu-SiM, were considered as a triune 
god, distinguished by the significant appellation of 
Tri-murti.23 Brahma was said to be the Creator, 
Vishnu the Preserver, and Siva. the Judge or Des
troyer. In the East as the pillar of Wisdom:, this 
deity was called Brahma ; in the West, as the pillar 
of Strength, Vishnu ; and in the South, as the pillar 
of Beauty, Siva; and hence, in the Indian initia
tions, as we have just observed, the representative 

· 11 It iii probable that the idea of Unity Wiii not merely attached 
to the true God, but to the personification of Adam and Noah, 
who were equally WOl'llhipped in India under the name of 
Brahma, or the OreatiYe power, becauee the parent of mankind; 
for Brahma wu confessedly only a created being. If he repre-
111111ted Adam or Noah, the triad Brahma-Vishnu-Siva, was 
either Abel-Seth-Cain, or Shem-Japheth-Ham; Md there 
exiets considerable doubt, after all, whether the being to whom 
the rites of Hindoo adoration are still devoutly paid, be any· 
thing more than a mere deified mort&l.-See Faber's Pagan 
Idolatry (b. i. o. 2), where many powerful arguments are used to 
thl1 efFeot. 

a "The word KUBTI or l'OBll, is exactly synonymous with 
d8111).cw ; and in a secondary senee means an image ; but in its 
primary acceptation it denotes any shape or appearance &S1umed 
bf a oele.tia.l being."-(Wilford in Alia.t Rea. vol. iii. p. 869.) 
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of Brahma. was seated in the East ; that of Vishnu 
in the West ; and that of Siva. in the South. A 
very remarkable coincidence with the practice of 
ancient Masonry.ff 

Mr. Faber offers the following reasonable conjeo.
ture on the origin of these idolatrous Triads. " Adam 
was born from the 'l'lirgin earth ; N oa.h was produced 
from his allegorical mother the Ark, without the 
co-operation of a. father. Ea.ch was a. preacher of 
righteousness ; each dwelt upon the paradisia.cal 
mount of God ; ea.ch was a universal parent. If 
Adam introduced one world, Noah destroyed that 
world and introduced another ; and as the actual 
circumstance of two successive worlds led to the doc
trine of an endless mundane succession, ea.ch patri
arch was alike received as a. Crea.tor, a. Preserver, 
and a. Destroyer.25 

Sir William Jones very strongly reprobates the 
principle which would resolve these triads, into the 
dootrine of the Trinity.26 It seems not altogether 

.. The Trinity appeara in the Bcandinavi1m mythology under 
six dift'erent forme.-{Vide Finn Magnneen'a Eddalira.) In 
•he younger Edda, it appears under the names Odin, Vile, llnd 
Ve; in the proae Edda, under the namea Odin (the eupreme), 
Jaftihar (the equally high), and Tridi (the third) ; in Gulfes 
Ginnung, under the names of Odin, Thor, and Balder-even 
under those of Oden, Freya, and Balder. In Oden'e myth it is 
connected with the Unity, as in the dootrine of the Brahmina. 

• Fab. Pag. Idol. b. vi. c. 6. 
11 In his e-y on the gode of Italy, Greece, and India (Aaiat, 

Research. vol. i. p. 272), he "'YI• "Very reepectable nativee 
have 11881lred me, th&t one or two missionaries have been ab.urd 
enough, in their zeal for the conversion of the gentiles, to urge. 
that the Hindue were even now almost Chriatiana, ~nae their 
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improbable, however, that they might origina~ from 
& tradition of the Holy Trinity, revealed to Adam, 
and propagated by his descendants, through the 
antediluvian world.27 Known consequently to Noah 
and his family, this doctrine would spread with every 
migration of their posterity ; and as it certainly 
formed a part of that original system which is now 
termed Masonry, so it was introduced into every 
perversion of that system, until the doctrine of a 
divine Triad resolvable into a Monad, was univer
sally disseminated in every nation, and was admitted 
by every people in the world.28 In successive ages 

Brahma, Vishnu, and Maheea (Siva), were no other th1t.n the 
Christian Trinity; a sentence in which we Cl\ll only doubt 
"Whether folly, ignorance or impiety predominates. The three 
powers, ~e, ~ative, and datructive, which the Hindus 
express by the triliteral word OM, were grossly ascribed by the 
first idolaters to the heat, light, and :flame of their mistaken 
divinity, the Sun ; and their wiser sucoeaaors in the East, who 
perceived that the Sun was only a created thing, applied those 
.powers to its Creator; but the Indian Triad, &nd that of Plato, 
which he calls the Supreme Good, the lleaaoA, and the Soul,, are 
-infinitely removed from the holiness and sublimity of the doctrine 
whioh pious Christiana have deduced f1"0m texts in the Gospel" 

"In another point of view," •ys Captain Wilford (A.si&L 
Research. vol. iii. p. 369), " Brahma correspond• with the 
Chronos or !lime of the Greek mythologist.a ; Vishnu represents 
Water, or the humid principle ; and Iawara (another name of 
Siva) Fire, which recreates or dest.roya as it ia differently 
employed." 

ri Purch (Pilgr. b. ix. c. 10) terms them "an apish imitation 
of the Trinity brought in by the devil" 

• "Every object within a Mason's Lodge," our Rev. Bro. 
Levert observes, in his Oration already referred to, " to whioh 
he can direct bis aUention, together with almost every tum in 
the various ceremonies of oonferring the Degrees, presents some 
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the true purport became lost or misunderstood,29 but 
the principle remained, though its application ceased 
to be made to the true God and Father of all, and 

emblem of a Trinity. At almost every step be is reminded of 
hie duty to God ; the eflicaoiou iuteroessia. of the adorable 
Redeemer is strongly inculcated ; nor is be unf'requently Uugbt 
the neoes1ity of a pure heart, as the work of a renewing Spirit. 
So far from teaching man to rest satisfied with his 1ituation in 
t.hil life, abe conatAntly impresaes upon him the absolute necee
aity of a virtnoua life, as the only means to leOIJl'e a happy death, 
well knowing that man's eternal destiny mlllt receive ita oolo~ 
ing from the general tenor of his deportment here." 

19 "Nearly all the Pagan nations of antiquity, in their 
ftrioua theological syatems, acknowledged a kind of Trinity 
in the divine nature, baa been fully evinoed by those learned 
men who have made the heathen mythology the aubject of 
their elaborate inquiries. The almost univel'l&l prevalence of 
t.hil doctrine in the gentile kingdom• must be considered aa 
a 1trong argument in favour of ita troth. The doctrine itself 
bears such striking internal marb of a Divine original, and is 80 

veryunlikely to have been theinYeution of mere human reason, 
that there i1 no way of accounting fur the general adoption 
of 80 singular a belief, but by 1111ppoaing that it waa revealed 
by God to the early patriarcba, and that it waa tranamitted 
by them to their posterity. In ita progresa, indeed, to remote 
oountriea, and to diatan' generations, this belief became de
praved and oorrupted in the highest degree ; and He alone 
'who brought life and immoriality to light,' oould restore it 
to its original simplicity and purity. The disoovery of the 
emtenoe of thia doctrine in the early ages, among the nationa 
whoae records have been the beet preurved, baa been of grea• 
eemoe to the cause of Chriatianity, and oompletely refutes 
the auertion of infidel• and aceptica, that the sublime and 
mysterioua doctrine of the Trinity owes ita origin to the phi
losophers of Greece. ' If we erlend,' says Mr. Maurice, 
' our eye through the remote region of antiquity, we 1ball 
find thia very doctrine, which the primitivei Chri1tian1 are said 
to have borrowed from the Platonic aohool, universally and 
immemorially flonriabing in all those oountriea, where history 
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was generally transferred to the three sons of Noah, 
as a triplication of the mortal Father of the human 
race.30 

In our own country the Triad was usually repre-

and tradition haTe united to ix those virtuous anceetora of 
the human race, who, for their distinguiehed attainment.II in 
piety, were admitted to a familiar intercourse with Jehovah 
and the Angeli, the Divine heraldi of hi~ commanda."'-(Bp. 
Tomline'a Theol.) 

ao The Grecian Triad oonaieted of Jupiter-Neptune-Pluto. 
In thia triad, it is worthy of remark that Jupiter is diatinguished 
by the three·forked lightning; Neptune by the trident; an!f. 
Pluto by Cerberus, the three· headed dog. The Orphic of Phanea 
- Um.nue-Chronua; the Platonic of Tagathon-Noua
Payohe ; the Eleuainian of Baochue-Proserpine-Cerea. In a 
temple mentioned by Paueaniue (Attic. p. 6), Bacchus, Ceres, 
and Proserpine were worshipped together. In another temple 
Ceree, Proserpine, Minerva, and Apollo; and in a third the 
Weet Wind, Ceree, Proeerpine, Minerva, and Neptune were 
united objects of adoration.-(Jul. Firm. de Error. Pro£ ReL 
p. 89, 91.) The Egyptian of Triamegietue or ORirie-Isi ...... 
Horus, perhape of Eicton-Cneph-Phtha; the Persian of the 
triplasian Mithraa or Ormieda-Mithra-Mithraa ; the PhC8Di· 
ciau of Ashtaroth-Miloom-Chemosh. Thia was the form of 
that abominable triad worshipped by King Solomon in his 
dotage, on the three peaks of Mount Olivet.-2 Kings xxiii. 18. 
The Tyrian of Belue-Venua-Thammuz; the Celtic of Hu
Ceridwen-Creirwy; the Gothic of Woden-Friga-Thor. 
Olaua MAgnua, in hie history of the Goths, tells Ull that the 
Lithuanians worshipped a triad consisting of Fire, Wood, and 
Serpent.. The Peru't'ian of Tangatanga, or Three in One and 
One in Three; and the Mexican of Vitzliputsli-Tlaloo-Tes· 
oalipuoa. The tenet.II of religion A1Dongat our anoeators were 
founded on tli.ree fundamental articles, yiz. : reverence for the 
Deity, abstaining from Hil-behaving valiantly in battle ; and 
the triad rule for the preservation of health was, oheerfuln
temperanoe-exerci1e.-(Smith. GaeL Ant. p. 80.) Ari1totle 
and Plutarch say that the number three was held mysterious 
beoauae it comprehended t.ho beginning-middle-end. 
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sented by THREE PILLA.RS ; and many monuments 
remain which show to what an extent this system of 
devotion was carried by the British Druids. These 
pillars were not always uniform either in dimensions 
or situation, but were differently placed, either 
triangularly or in a right line; and were certainly 
objects of adoration to the superstitious natives.31 

The celebrated Pillars at Boroughbridge were of this 
nature. They consist of three colossal upright 
stones, placed at about two hunared feet distant from 
each other ; and stand about twenty-two feet above 
th~ surface of the ground, measuring on an average 
sixteen feet in circumference. They are termed by 
the country people The Devil's Arrows, which cor
roborates the opinion that they were British deities ; 
for it is a singular fact, that every monument which 
has this name attached to it, is supposed to have 
been peculiarly sacred.32 Leland tells us 33 that there 
were originally four Pilla.rs, a.nd that one of them 
has been destroyed.M This might have been of still 
more extensive magnitude, and designed to express 
the triad completed in a monad. 35 

11 Tennant's Tour from Alston Moor to Harrogate, p. 96. 
31 The reasons for this belief are fully discusaed In my "Monu

mental Antiquities of Grimsby," pp. 59, 60. 
33 Itin. v. 8. M Vid, also Drake's Hist. of York, p. 27. 
16 The Druids had an extraordinary veneration for the number 

thru; and on this principle, says Vallenoey, it was, that the 
mistletoe WM held so sacred by them, since not only its berries, 
but its leaves also, grow in clusters of three united on one stalk. 
The three stones which formed one of the Adyta in the stupen
dou11 Druid temple at Abury in Wiltshire, eaid by Gough, in 
Camden, to have served for a chapel, are called by Aubrey, The 

I 
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The Pastos, or symbolical grave, in which the 
candidate suffered a mythological interment, was 
said to be guarded by the gigantic deity Buanwr, 
and if these three pillars formed constituent parts of 
an adytum, which is highly probable, the name it now 
retains is perfectly consistent with the pure principles 
of British mythology. Much has been written on 
the subject of these Pillars by all our best antiquaries, 
who seem to agree that they were of British erection, 
though they are puzzled to account for their being 
inscribed with the CRoss. But this doubtless arose 
from the anxiety uniformly displayed by the first 
Christian miasionaries to transfer the devotional 
attachment of the natives from a lifeless image to 
the eternal God, by assuming tks great emblem of 
Christianity, which had indeed been preTi.ously used 
by the Druids, but with a different allusion. And 

Devil's Quoits. A Kist-vaen in Clatford bottom, in the same 
county, is also composed of three upright stones, and is called 
The Devil's Den, In the parish of LIAn Rhwy·Drus, in that 
grand depository of Druidical superstition, Anele.ey, are the 
remains of this apeoies of idol. Gibson in Camden informs ua 
that they are placed triangularly ; one is eleven feet, and the 
others ten and nine feet in height. On a mountain near Kil·y· 
maen-lhwyd, in Caermarthenshire, is another specimen of this 
kind of monument, placed near a circular temple. In Penrith 
churchyard, in the oonnty of Cumberland, silll remain Three 
Pillars plaoed triangularly, and erected on other stones to avoid 
the supposed oontamination of the earth. Two of them a.re 
about twelve feet, and the third about m feet in height. The 
two former incloae a space of ,round which is traditionally 
denominated The Giant's Grave ; and the latter is The Giant's 
Thumb. Now the British deities were all esteemed giants; and 
the tradition in this instance corresponds with the fact. 
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this conjecture is strikingly exemplified by the fact, 
that a Christian church was erected within the actual 
bounds of this sanctuary of idolatry. 

Such were the representatives of Hu-Ceridwen
Creirwy, the principal deities of the ancient inhabi
tants of this island, or their substitutes the three 
presiding officers of the British mysteries, who were 
denominated Cadeiriath, Goronwy, and Fleidwr Flam, 
seated in the east, west, and south. Before these 
senseless blocks of unhewn stone, the more senseless 
inhabitants of Britain prostrated themselves daily in 
humble adoration ; firmly persuaded that their pros
perity in every undertaking, nay, even the preserva
tion of their lives and liberties, was dependent on 
the beneficent agency of these shapeless idols ! 

I shall conclude the present Lecture with a brief 
consideration of the ultimate reference which the 
Three Masonic Pillars bear to your moral and 
religious duties.3CI As the Doric, the Ionic, and the 
Corinthian Orders of Architecture are said to sup
port your Lodge, so let your conduct be governed 
by the qualities they represent. Let Wisdom ~de 
your steps to that fountain of knowledge, and source 
of truth, the Holy Bible. There shall you find 
rules for the government of your actions, and the 

11 Corresponding with the Fixed Lights of our ancient 
Brethren, established probably in imit.ation of the primitive rule 
of the Eremites, " The oell of an .Anchoret is to be of atone, 
twelve feet long, and twelve feet wide, toitll. t'Mw toindow ; one 
opposite to the choir by which the sacrament was received ; the 
seoond for admitting food ; these were open, but the third was 
to be closed with hom or glass." 

I 2 
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pa.ih that leads to eternity. Even the science yon 
profess instructs you, that if you be conversant in 
the doctrines of this Holy Book, and strictly adherent 
to its precepts, it will conduct you to a building not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Proceed 
in this career armed with the Strengtk of faith and 
hope, aesured that if your faith in the Deity be 
securely founded, your constancy can never fail ; so 
shall your charity shine forth in all the Beauty of 
holiness·; your acts of piety a.nd virtue shall emit a 
brilliancy like the Sun pursuing his daily course in 
the heavens, and finally secure you a place in the 
Grand Lodge above, where Peace, Order, and Har
mony eternally abide. 
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LECTURE VIII. 

THE MASONIC LADDER. 

" Far dittant he descries, 
Ascending by Dtfll·ta magnificent 
Up to the wall of heaven, a structure high, 
At top whereof, but tar more rioh, appear'd 
The work 111 ot a kingly palaoe-gate. 

* * * * * 
The Stain were such as whereon Jacob saw 
Angele 11110eDdiog and deaceodil>g." MILTON: 

173 

"The seven stages of the Ladder are emblematiCAl of the 
seven-fold divisions obaerved in the Creation of the Univeriie; 
the Almighty fiat operating through lix suooeasive and primary 
divisions of time, and hallowing the seventh as the Sabbath, or 
seMOn of rest. These aleo represent the sevenfold divisions, 
1*:phiroth, or mysterious BCr.l.e of knowledge, which, according 
to the ancient J ewa, wu contained under so many aeptenaries, 
the whole crowned with one mysterious ucent of three steps." 
-THB LECTUBES. 

WE have now contemplated the great object of our 
FAITH and HoPE ; we have beheld the unlimited· 
power exhibited in the expulsion of our first parents 
from the garden of Eden, and the subsequent destruc
tion of the antediluvian worl<l ; events which have 
been uniformly grafted into all the mysteries of 
heathen nations. And we have considered with 
feelings of surprise and regret, how mankind re
nounced the true and living God in conjunction 
"·ith LIGHT, and devoted themselves to imaginary 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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deities, who were worshipped in union with DarkTWB; 
which elicited the vengeance of insulted Purity in a 
series of scourges inflicted on them by war, pestilence, 
and famine. But in the midst of justice He always 
remembered mercy. After the first great display of 
power in the general destruction of mankind, this 
gracious Being placed his bow in the clouds, as a 
divine token that mercy should now pre~ ; and 
that he would no more destroy the earth by a flood 
of waters. And when mankind had degenerated to 
the lowest point of human depravity, he sent his Son 
to make atonement for them, that lost purity might 
be restored, faith and hope placed on a firm founda
tion, and his fallen creatures re-admitted within the 
sphere of his favour and prot.ection. 

Thus the dark clouds of divine wrath are dissipated, 
the heavens are opened, and we enjoy a ray of his 
glory in the celeatial c(Y(Jmng of t"6 Lodge. And 
more than this ; the same divine Being has taught 
us how to attain this supernal canopy, by means 
which are emblematically depicted by a Ladder con
sisting of three principal ROUNDS or Sn VBS, which 
point to the three Theological Virtues, FAITH, HoPE, 
and CBABITY.1 We are now to consider the origin 

1 These virtues appertain to no religious institutio111 except 
to Christianity and Freell181onry. Yet a modern writer bu 
been bold enough to llllMrt that no Freemuon can propoee the 
Lord J 881111 Christ u tbe pattem of divine and human perfeo. 
tion, b-uee be ill forbidden to do so by the antiolsristian regu· 
lations of the sooiety. Indeed I How then will the worthy 
gentleman reconcile bis bypothesitl with the following extract 
from the E. A. P. Leotnret-"By walking aooording to our 
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and application of this Symbol, by which a commu
nication is opened between the creature and his 
Orea.tor, with the gracious design of restoring to 
man that supreme happiness which was forfeited by 
Adam'• transgression. 

The application of this emblem is said to be 
derived from the vision of Jacob. When the Patri
arch, t.o avoid the wrath of his brother Esau, fled to 
Padanaram ; 1 benighted and asleep, with the earth 
for his bed, a. st.one for his pillow, and the cloudy 
canopy of hea.ven for his covering, he beheld a 
LADDBB, whOle foot was placed on the spot where 
he lay, and its summit 108t in the subtle ether,5 

On this Ladder, angels continually ascended and 
descended, to receive communications from the Most 
High, who visibly appeared above the uppermost 
round of the Ladder ; and to disseminate their 

)luonic prof'eaion, we turn Faith into a vision, that will bring 
1111 to a b1-l mauion above, where the just exist in perfect 
bli111 to all eternity ; where we ehall be for enr happy with 
God, the G. A.O. T. U., tolole &Aly &m died for u and 1we 
agatA tAcd toe •igAI N jwti,J«!. t.\roug,\ f aUA iA AU most preciau 
lllood." 

• He V.velled in a noriherly direcUoa, and arriTed about 
sunset at a place called L11.11, near the city of Jeb1111, afterwards 
called Jeruwem. He aent his servants forward into the villAge, 
ahooaing to remain alone in this solitary place, that be might be 
at liberty to indulge hla releotiona unreat.rained by the presence 
of any earthly oompmdon ; and after having ottered up a prayer 
to the Gild of his &then, he pi.ced a stone tbr his pillow, and 
oonligned himself to~ Here, amidst the dark-, he uw 
a 1adden blue of light in the form of a Vesica Piacis, which 
extended from ~ to heaven, having in its centre the ladder 
named in the tut. 

• Genellia zxriii. 17. 
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divine commissions over the face of the earth. 
Here God graciously condescended to enter into a 
specific covenant with the sleeping Patriarch ; who 
was hence so impressed with the feelings of gratitude 
and devotion, that when he awoke, he pronounced 
this consecrated spot, " the house of God, and the 
gate of heaven." Jacob a.rose early in the morning, and 
his first act was to set up, or plant on one of its ends, 
the stone which had served him for a pillow. On 
the top of this he poured some of his oil, and in 
doing so, vowed a remarkable and characteristic vow, 
which cannot be adequately represented but in its 
own language. " If God will indeed be with me, 
and will keep me in the way that I go, and will give 
me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I 
may return to my father's house in peace, then shall 
Jehovah be my God, and this stone which I have set 
up for a pillar shall be God's house; and of all that 
thou shalt give me I shall surely give a tenth unto 
thee."• 

The history of an event of such importance, 
connected with a very significant emblem, which was 
probably a square pyramid with steps on every side, 
might, with unequivocal effect, be introduced by 

• The allusion to the meaning with which this atone was set 
up, Dr. Kitto adds, is very interesting, a.a it offers the first his
torical trace of a CUBtom of placing erect stones u memorials and 
evidences of different eveuta and actions,-of victories, provi
dences, vows, contracts, boundarie11, and sepulchres. In some 
of these meanings, and more especially as votive and eepulchral 
memorials, this old patriarchal custom existll everywhere to this 
day, either in actual usage, or in traces of one 11xtinot. 
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Jacob into the system of Masonry which he taught· 
to his children, 5 and from them be transplanted 
into the mysteries of Egypt, whence it might spread 
into other countries, until the symbol became common 
to the mysteries of all 

I rather incline to the opinion, however; that its 
origin may be ascribed to a. much earlier period; even 
to -the first institution of Masonry in Paradise, when· 
the communication between God and man was 
immediately and unrestrainedly practised by the 
oommon parents of ma.nkirid. The a.scent to the 
summit of the pa.radisiacaJ. mount of God, by means 
of a pyramid consisting of seven steps, was an old 
notion, certainly entertained before the. vision of 
Jacob; for it prevailed amongst the Mexican 
savages ;G and the original settlers on the vast con
tinent of .America. could have no knowledge of this 
vision, either by tradition or personal experience. 
The Jewish Caba.lists entertained a belief that the 
paradisiacal mount was the place of residence chosen 
by · the children of Seth, while. the contaminated 
descendants of Ca.in resided in the plains below ; and 

-s ·vid. Antiq. of Masonry, p. 204. 
a· In the midst ·of a thick forest, says M. Humboldt, called 

Tajin, near the Gulf of Mexico, rises the pyramid of Pap&ntla; 
It bad BBVBN stories ; was built of hewn stone, and was very 
beautifully and regularly shaped. TiraEE· staircases led to the 
tap. The covering of its steps was decorated with hieroglyphical 
-1.pture and mnall niches, which were arranged with great 
symmetry. The number of these niches seems to allude to the 
ijiree hundred and eighteen simple and compound signs of the 
days of the Compohualilbuitl, or civil calendar of the Toltecks~ 
L{llilaearcbes in .America, vol. i. p. 86.) 

I 3 
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its altitude was said to be so great, that from its 
summit might be heard the angels of heaven 
singing their celestial anthems before the throne of 
God! 

In ancient Masonry, the Ladder was figuratively 
said to rest on the Holy Bible, and to consist of 
three principal staves, although the general number 
was indefinite, pointing to Fait.h, Hope, and Charity, 
as the fundamental virtues which exalt mankind 
from earth to heaven. But in subsequent ages, the 
Essenes increased the number to B6f'Jtm, and subse
quently to ten principal steps, which were denomi
nated the Sepkirotk. In the emblematical represen
tation of these divine splendours, we find the three 
great hyposta.ses of the Godhead surmounting the 
seven steps of the Ladder, and by regular gradations 
ascending to the celestial a.bodes. The names of the 
Seven Sephiroth were, Strength, Mercy, Beautg, 
Victorg~Etwnitg, Glory,theF~ndati-On, and 
the Kingdom, to which the Cabalists add, to com
plete the perfect nllIDber, Inte1Jigenc8, Wisdom, and 
Oroicn, which they referred to the Cherubim, 
Seraphim, and Thrones. Initiation was considered 
absolutely necessary to entitle the candidate to a 
participation in these divine splendours, which com
municated with each other by progressive stages, 
until from the summit of the Ladder, the three 
hypostases of the divine nature were attained, whose 
consummation was a crown of glory and the throne 
of God. 

Amongst the heathen this Ladder always consisted 
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of seven steps or gradations ; probably as a memorial 
of the seven magnificent Storie.ii of the Tower of 
Babel ; or it might have been derived from a tradition 
respecting the establishment of the Sabbath, in 
commemoration of the great day of rest which 
followed the Creation, and reoeived the peculiar 
benediction of the Most High.' '11his division of 
time and consecration of the seve~th day was known 
to the sons of Noah, as we may gather from our own 
Scriptures, for it was practically enforced by the 
patriarch while he continued in the Ark.8 Hence 
the sacred nature of the seventh day was universa.lly 

1 Genesi1 ii. S. a Genesis viii. 1 O, 12. 
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Mknowledged by all nations of their posterity ;!> 
and coUBequently many mysterious properties were 
ascribed to the number itself.10 The extreme pro
bability that the number seven wa.s applied to the 
Theological Ladder with this reference, may be 
deduced from the fact 1 that each gradation was 
appropriated to a day in tlte ireek, and also to 
a particular planet ; and it is observable that the 
seven days, and the seven planets, were made to 
correspond in almost every country in the world.11 

u Dion. Onss. I. xx:xiii. Acosta 11o11d Humboldt are or opinion 
that no nation of the N aw Continent wn.e 11.cq1minl.ed with the 
week or eycle of 11even dn.ys. But Garoil1188o, Be.illy, and 
L&hmde unite in believing that the nn.tivee or AmeTica did 
compute their time by thia oycle, like the inhabitant.II of the Old 
World. 

io The Druids lloll8igned to m11n seven aeneBI!. Thus Tnliesin 
says, "Of seven faculties, one is wbnt I know by instinct; with 
the second I tonoh ; with the third I oa.11 ; with the fourth. I 
taste; with the fifth I see ; with the sixth I hear; with the 
seventh I smell."-(Owen's Diet. T. Rhyniaw.) 

• 11 Our own names of both may be referred to as a corrobora
tion of the system. Thus Sunday is so ca.lied from the Sun ; 
Monday, from the' Moon; Tuesday and Wednesday, from 
Tniaoo and Woden, the Gothic Mercury and Me.rs; Thursday, 
from Thor, the Jupiter of the same people; Friday, from the 
goddess Frige., who amongst the Gete corresponds with the 
Grecian Venne; and Saturday, from the idol Seater, who repre
sented Se.tum amongst the northern nations of Europe. There 
exists some degree of confusion relative to the appropriation of 
these days. Tnisco may be more properly &111imilated with the 
Roml\D Mercury, and Woden with Me.rs. But Tertullie.n says 
(Apol. c. ix.) that Thor was the same as Mercury ; and Brady 
tella us (ClaY. Ce.lend. vol. i. p. 117) that "the Romana dedi
cated Wednesday to Mercury, from which cause it was oa.lled 
Dies Mercnrii, ferie. quart&; and the Roman Mercury and the 



SIGNS AND SYXBOLS. I Si 

The Ladder with seven steps was used m the 
Indian mysteries to designate the approach of the 
Soul to perfection. The steps were usually denomi
nated gates. The meaning is undoubtedly the same; 
for it is observable that Jacob, in reference to the 
lower lta'D6 of his Ladder, exclaimed, " This is the 
house of God, and the gate of heaven." Here we 
find the notion of ascending to heaven by means of 
the practice of moral virtue, depicted by the Hebrew 
Patriarchs, and by a. remote idolatrous nation under 
the idea. of a. Ladder ; which we may hence conclude 
was a. Ma.sonic symbol much earlier than the time of 
J a.cob. These gates were said to be composed of 
different metals of gradually increasing purity ; each 
being dignified with the name of its protecting planet. 
The first and lowest was composed of lead, and 
dedicated to Sa.turn ; the second of quicksilver, and 
sacred to Mercury ; the third of copper, under the 
protection of Venus ; the fourth of tin, typical of 
Jupiter ; the fifth of iron, sacred to Mars ; the sixth 
of silver, dedicated to the Moon ; and the uppermost 
stave, which constituted the summit of perfection~ 
and opened a way to the residence of celestial deities, 
was composed of the pure and imperishable substance 
of gold, and was under the protection of their Most 
High God, the Sun. 

In these mysteries, during the ceremony of initia
tion, the candidate was passed successively through 

Saxon Odin have from thence, and in despite of the RolIUUl 
Idol not having been a warrior, usually been regarded as the 
same deity."-(See Vent. Rest. of Dec. Intell. c. iii.-Brady's 
Olav. Calend., and the Hist. Liuka, Leet. xx.) 
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seven dark and winding caverns ;12 which progress was 
mystically denominated tke ascent of tke Ladder. 
Ea.ch ca.vem terminated in a narrow stone orifice, 
which formed an entrance into its successor. Through 
these gates of purification, the mortified aspirant 
was compelled to squeeze his body with considerable 
labour ; and when he had attained the summit, he 
was said to have passed through the transmigration 
of the spheres, to have accomplished the ascent of 
the soul, and to merit the favour of the celestial 
deities.13 

11 Iu every country nuder heaven the initiations were per
formed in caverns either natural or artificial. Several of the 
former are still in existence in this country. There is a remark
able one in Somel'lletshire,·.caUed Wokey Hole, which is deecribed 
as a fiery/ <Wi and ditmal cavern, cmiai.ating of varioul apai-t
mmta, amongst which one is now called a hall, another the 
kitchen, others the ball-room, cellar, &c. There a.re aleo resem
blances of a man's head, a monument or tombstone, a dog, the 
statue of a woman (in white stone), called the old witch, a table, 
and many other artificial things in the natural rock. There are 
noo cUlerfll alttJG1' fuJJ, of clear 'Welter, 10Aicl tricldu froM tAe lop 
of the rocJ:, iut ftef!er """ OM' ill great quamitiei. A huge 
stone, which, when lifted from, and let f&ll to, the ground, maku 
a Mi« like the report of a cannon, has for that reason got the 
appellation of the great gun. There are two rivulets, abounding 
iu trout and eels, which run through this cave, makiwg a lrerMlt
d01ll flOi#; one of them turns several mills after it is out. The 
inside of this cave is rocky and uneven, the surface ascending 
and descending, 1111 is the Olllle in most other subterraneons places. 1 
It is iu some plaoes eight fathoms, or forty-eight feet, high, and I 
In others not above six. Its length is computed to be about six ~ 
hundred and forty feet ; in some parts the water dropping from 
the rook, hangs down like icicles, which has a very beautiful 
effect. The rock inside is of different 0010111"1, being in some 
parts of a silvery hue, while in others it glitters like diamonds. 

13 Theee 11even 1taj(es of initiation, emblematieal of the snen 
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In the Persian mysteries, the candidate, by a 
similar process, was passed through seven spacious 
caverns, connected by winding passages, each opening 
with a narrow portal, and each the scene of some 
perilous adventure to try his courage and fortitude 
before he was 'admitted into the splendid Sacellum, 
which being illuminated with a. thousand torches, 
reflected every shade of colour from rich gems and 
amulets, with which the walls were copiously bedecked. 
The dangerous progress was denominated aacending 
tAe Ladiler of perfection. 

Frc>m this doctrine has arisen the tale of Rustam, 
who was the Persian Hercules, and Dive Sepid, or 
the White Giant ... 

" Cai-Caus, the- successor of Cai-Cobab, the first 

worlds, are thus uplained. " The place where all beings, 
whether iixedf or moveable, exist, is called earth, which is the 
Pirlt World. That in which beings exist a second time, but 
without aensation, again to become eensible at the close of the 
period appointed for the duration of the preeeot uoivene, is the 
World of .&-e:riaterece. The abode of the good, where cold, heat, 
and light are perpetually produoed, is named Ht.a.'MI.. The 
intermediate region between the upper and lower worlds is 
denominated the Middle World. The heaven, where ani· 
mals, destroyed in a general conftagration, at the close of the 
appointed period, are born again, is thence called the World 
of Birtlu. That in which Sanaca and other eons of Brahma, 
justified by austere devotion, reside exempt from all dominion, 
kl thence named the M amion of lk Blated. Truth, the Seventh 
World, and the abode of Brahma, is placed on the summit above 
other worlds. It is attained by trne knowledge, by the regular 
discharge of duties, and by veracity : once attained, it is never 
loet. Troth is indeed the seventh world, therefore called lk 
ftlblime ahode." 

14 Fab. Pag. Idol. voL iii. p. 828. 
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monarch of the Ca.ianian dynasty, is in.Stigated by 
the song of a minstrel to attempt the conquest of 
Mazenderaun, which is celebrated as a perfect earthly 
Paradise." 

This celestial abode refers to the splendid sacellum · 
of the Persian EpoptlB, which was an emblematical 
representation of heaven. 
· " It lies in the regions of Aspruz, at the foot of 
which, with respect to Persia, the Sun sets; and in 
·literal geography it is determined to be a province 
bordering on the Caspian Sea. Hence it is part of 
that high tract of country denominated the Tabaric 
or Gordyean range, within the limits of which the 
groves of Eden were planted, and the Ark rested 
after the Deluge. Ca.i-Caus fails in his enterprise ; 
for the sacred country is guarded by the White 
Giant, teAo amita kim awl all ku troops witA bliwl
ness, and makes them his prisoners." This is a literal 
account of the first stage of initiation, which, in the 
mysteries, always commenced with DarkneBB.15 

16 In those of Brit.am the candidate is designated as a blind 
man. He is co1DJD&Dded to prepare the Caldron of Ceridwen, 
tkru dropl of whose contents, properly concocted, were 11aid to 
po88888 the faculty of reMoNflfl tM lighl, and infusing a know• 
ledge of futurity. Being unsuooessful, Ceridwen (tke giantua) 
atrikes the unfortunate upirant a violent blow over bis bead 
with an Oar, and causes one of his eyeballs to fall from the 
aocket.-(Hanes Taliesin. apud Dav. Druids, p. 213, 229.) And 
the captivity of Cai-Caus and bis Persians in the Cavern, under 
the rigid guardianship of the Dive, is but& figurative represen. 
tation of the candidate'• incl09ure under the Pastos ; and this 
place of penance in the Celtic Mysteries, which had many cere· 
monies in common with those of Persia (Borl. Ant. of Corn. b. ii. · 
c. 22), WM said to be guarded by the gigantic deity Buan11T, 
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" In this emergency the king sends a memenger 
to Zaul, the father of the hero Rustam, begging 
his immediate assistance. For the greater dispatch, 
Rustam takes the shorter, though more dangerous 
road, and departs alone, mounted on bis charger 
Rakesh." 

Here Rustam enters upon the dreadful and danger
ous business of initiation, mounted, says the legend, 

· upon the charger Rakesh, or more properly Rakshi. 
This was a horrible winged animal, whoso common 
food issaid to have been serpents and dragons. Now 
these reptiles, together with monsters compounded of 
two or more animals, were the ordinary machinery 
used in the mysteries to prove the courage and 
fortitude of the aspirant, during bis progress through 
the seven stages of regeneration. 

" The course which he chooses is styled, THE 
ROAD OF THE SEVEN STAGES ; and at each of the· 
first six he meets with a different adventure, by 
which bis persevering courage is severely tried." 

At each of the seven stages the candidate really 
encountered many dangers ; and vanquished a multi
tude of dives, dragons, and enchanters who in 
succession opposed his progress to perfection, 111 being 

armed with a drawn sword, who is represented as a m01Jt power• 
ful and vindictive being, capable in his fury of making heaven, 
earth, and hell to tremble.-(Dav. Notes on Taliesin's Cad 
Godden.) In the Gothic mysteries, the same plaoe of captivity 
and penance is fabled to be gnim:led by Heimdall, whose trumpet 
emits so loud a blast, that the sound is heard through all the 
worlds.-(Edda, Fab. 15.) 

ie Shah N;mie, in Richardson's Diseert, Eut. Nat. 
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pantomimically enacted during the prooess of initia
tion, and the reiterated attacks prosecuted with 
unrelenting severity ; instances have occurred where 
the poor affrighted wretch has ablolutely expired 
through excess of fear. 

"Having at length, however, fought his way to 'llld 
~.he discovers his prince and thebaptive Per
sians ; when he learns from Cai-Caus, that nothing 
will restore his sight but the application of U.ru 
drop1 of blood from the heart of the Wkiu Giant!' 

The symbolical tnru drops of blood had its coun
terpart in all the mysteries of the ancient world ; for 
the number three was ineffable, and the conservator 
of many virtues. In Britain, the emblem was three 
drops of water ; in Mexico, as in this legend, three 
drops of blood ; in India, it was a Belt composed of 
three triple threads ; in China, the three strokes of 
the letter Y, &c. &c. 

"Upon this, he attacks his formidable enemy in 
tke OaM"n where be was accustomed to dwell; and 
/Ja'Ding tom out ku kearl, after an obstinate combat, 
he infuses the prescribed three drops into the eyes 
of Cai-Ca.us, u:l&O immsdiately regaim ku pou:er1 of . . ,, 
mnon. 

In this tale we have the theological Ladder con
nected with the system of Persian initiation trans
ferred from mythology to romance; and the coinci
dence is sufficiently striking to impress the most 
ordinary observer with the strict propriety of the 
application. The candidate comes off conqueror and 
is regularly restored to light, after having given full 
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proof of his courage and fort.itude, by IW'Dlounting 
all opposing dangers.17 

It is not the least singular part of this inquiry, 
that the followers of Mahomet still use the same 
form of expression to convey an idea of the progres
sive state of torment in the infernal regions. And 
the spurious Freemasonry taught, that the initiation 
of candidates was in reality a representation of the 
descent of the soul into Hades, and of its passage 
through the seven stages of purification preparatory 
to its admission into the abode of light and purity.18 

You will much wonder at these very extraordinary 
coincidences, which are exceedingly valuable, because 
undesigned; and render the conjecture highly probable 

· •7 Father Angelo, who went ont as a mhilloaary into the :East 
about 1663, saya, \hat· in the micW of a T88t plain benreen 
Shiraz and Shuater, he 1aw a ~ mon111Dent of Btn· 
pendoua size, which was said to have been erected.in memory of 
this great enterprise of the hero Ruatam. The fact, is that this 
quadrangular inolosure was an ancient place of initiation ; and 
from a confused remembrance of the soenee of mimio adventure 
which were represented within ita - Nerd C<Wel'lll, the fabu
lous labours of Rustam had doubtleu their origin. 

11 They say that Hell hu ~ Gal#, each containing a 
different degree of punishment. The first and leut severe they 
call ~. which is prepared for all MDBBnlmen who are 
sinners. The second called Ladlia, is for ibe Christian1. The third 
is the Je~ Hell, and called H<Jlluwta. Saw, the l>urth, is 
for &biana ; and &M:ar, the fl.Ni, for Magiane. Pagans and 
Idolaters occupy the sixth, which tlaey call Gehim.; and the 
lowest and most horrible depth of hell they &BBigu to hypooritea, 
who pretend to more religion than their neighboura, and set 
themselvee up u pattern• of perfection, while inwardly they are 
full of all kinds of wickedneu and impiety. This dreadful gat.e, 
or place of etemal punishment, is called Haotliath.-(Calm. Hist. 
Diet.) 
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that they were but an imitation of the Masonic 
Ladder, as used in our science before the mysterielJ 
liad a being. But I have yet to introduce to your 
notice a. coincidence still more remarkable, because 
proceeding from a country where such a tradition 
could scarcely be expected to· exist. Yet it is no 
·less true that distinct traces of this Ladder, attended 
by the very same references, are found in the 
inhospitable regions of Scandinavia, which have 
been indubitably preserved in the Gothic mys
teries, though the application is Somewhat more· 
obscure. 

The court of the gods, says the Edda, is ordinarily 
kept under a great Ash-tree called Y drasil, where 
they distribute justice. This Ash is the greatest of 
all trees ; its branches cover the surface of the earth ; 
its top reaches to the highest heavens ; and it is 
supported by three vast roots, one of which extends 
to the ninth world, or bell An eagle, whose piercing 
eye disco1ers all things, perches upon its uppermost 
branches. A squirrel is continually running up and 
down, to bring news ; while a parcel of serpents, 
fastened to the trunk, endeavour to destroy him. 
The serpent Nidhogger is always gnawing at its 
root. From under one of the roots runs a fountain, 
wherein wisdom lies concealed. From a neighbouring 
spring (the fountain of pa.st things), three virgins 
are continually drawing precious water, with which 
they irrigate the Ash-tree ; this water keeps up· 
the beauty of its foliage ; and after having refreshed 
its leaves, falls back again to the earth, where 



SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 189 

it forms the dew of which the bees make their 
honey.19 

Mr. Mallet offers no conjecture on this mysterious 
tree, and Mr. Cottle fairly gives it up.ea I pronounce 
it, however, to have been the 'rheological Ladder of 
the Gothic mysteries. Mr. Cottle, in the preface to 
his interesting version of the Edda of Saemund; 

. says, " the symbolical purport of this 'l'ree is inex
plicable amidst the dearth of information respecting 
the ancient religion of Scandina.via."u And without. 

t9 Mall. North. Ant. vol. i. c. 6. The fountain of the Norne 
was supposed to be in the e"1ereal regions ; for we &re told in 
Grimnis-mal, that maokind dwell under it ; ud the Pl'OH 
Edda expresaly states that it is in heaven; and it would appear 
to be above Asgard, fur the lEair are deeoribed u riding up to 
the doomat-1 beside the U dar fountain ; which Finn Magnneen 
places, and the root iSBuing from it, in the w&rm south. 

111 Gruter Md Finn Mngnmen offer a p/l.yrical, Trautwetter an 
altr1YnOmical, Mone &n ethical, explanation ; and Grundtv!g 
Applies hie favourite theory of the heroic apirit of the North. 

t1 " Aooording to Finn Magnmen, Y ggdraBill is the symbol 
of univer-.1 nature. One of its •lnlf [so he terms the roota] 
springs from the central primordial abyB11-from the subter
ranean souroe of m&tter, as it might be termed (Hvergelmir), 
rune up through the earth, which i• supports, and issuing 
out of the celestial mountain in the world's centre, called 
Aegard, CauCN1oe, Bon, &c., spreads its branches over the 
entire universe. These wide-spreading branches are the ethe· 
real or celestial regions ; their leaTee the clouds ; their buds 
or fruits the stars ; the four harill are the four cardinal winds; 
the eagle is a symbol of the air; the hawk, of the wind·lltill 
ether ; and the squirrel signifies hailstones, enow-ftakes, vapor· 
on11 agglomerations, &nd aimilar aimospherioal phenomena. 
Another mm springs in the warm south, over the ethereal 
Urdar-fuuntain ; the 11wane swimming in which denote the 
sun and moon I I The third delli. takes its rise in the oold and 
~lea regions of the north, over the 1oarce of the ocean, 
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a reference to the various systems of initiation into 
the religious mysteries of other nations, I should 
incline to that gentleman's opinion. But by com
paring the qualities and characteristics of this sacred 
Tree with the Ladder of the mysteries, the difficulty 
vanishes, and the solution appears at once simple· 
and natural. 

The basis of Ydrasil, like that of Jacob's Ladder, 
was the earth, where it was firmly established by 
three vast roots ;n one of which extended to the 
central abyss. 'fhese roots evidently referred to the 
three lower gates, or chambers of initiation ; the 
last of which was Ha.des, or the region of the dead. u 

t.ypiied by Miinir'1 well. The myth of Odin leaving hi8 eye 
as a pledge to :Mimir, ligniies the deaoent of the IUD every 
evening into the 118&, to learn wildom from Mimir during the 
night; the mead q11&ft'ed by Mimir every morning being the 
ruddy dawn that, 1preading over the sky, exhilarates all 
nature. Nidh0gg and the other momten that gnaw the roota 
of the mundane tree, are ihe volcanic and other violent tor
rentH that are collltantly striving to oonsume or destroy the 
earth's foundatiOJll. "-(Mal. North. Ant. p. 488.) 

11 "We think that all that oan be gathered from thil aooount 
of the aeh Ydraail," eay1 ·Blackwell, in his edition of the 
above work, " and ~ giYen in the Proee Edda, is that the 
mundane tree ii repre1ented u embracing with ita three roota 
the whole uniTeree ; for one of theee roota 1pringa from H ver
gelmir, in Niilhein ; another from :Mirmir's well, sit11&ted eome
wbere or other in the region of the Fl'Ollt gianta ; and ihe third 
from the "1e Urdar fount, which ii obvioUBly placed in the 
celeBtial regio1111. Thu the U rdar ii the eupemal root ; the 
Mirmir ii the temlltrial root; and the Hvergelmir ihe infernal 
root." 

• Ling eupJIOMll Y draail to be the eymbol both of univenal 
aud human life, and it.a three roots to signify the phyeioal, the 
in~ and the moral priaciplee.. Oihen take these roots 
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Its branches covered the earth, and its top reached 
the heavens, where sat enthroned an eagle, the 
representative of the supreme God.16 The oourt of 
the inferior gods was said to be under this tree ; and 
Jacob said of the place where the foot of his ladder 
wu situated, This is the house of God and the gate 
of heaven. On its BUmJDit sat the emblematioal 
eagle, as Jehovah appeared on the ladder of Jacob, 
or on the paracliaiacal mountain ; and this bird, as 
we have already seen, was actually a component part 
of the visible symbol of the true God, as exhibited 
in the Jewish Cherubim ; and the universal repre
sentation of the Deity in almost every nation under 
heaven. A squirrel, or meesenger, continually ascen
ded and descended to carry celestial commissions 
from the eagle-deity to the council of inferior gods, 
seated below ; whence they were snpposed to be 
disseminated over the face of the earth. And the 
same subordinate deities were said to take oogniwice 
of the actions of mortals, and to convey an impartial 
account thereof by the squirrel to the deity seated 
on the summit of the Tree ;2'> which was also the 

to have been meant for mtMer, orpniation, and spirit ; 
and the uh iteelf for the symbol of uniTl!nal primordial 
Yitality. 

16 Grimm olMen• that the whole myth of the Ydruil bean 
the et.mp of • Vfll'1 high antiquity, but doe& not appear to be 
fU111 unfolded. "We learn," be 1ay1, "aomethintr respecting 
the enmity betw- the eagle and the make, and that it ia kept 
up by Rat.atoek, but ~g aa to the deetlnation of the hawk 
Uld the four hana." 

16 We have the tree of life in Gen•i&, and the aaored tree of 
the Hindus, with its aooompanyiog Aguree--. group almost 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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office of the angelic messengers on Jacob's Ladder. 
A pa.reel of serpents, symbols of the evil power, 
unceasingly endeavoured to intercept the communi
eation between God and man, by the destruction of 
the messenger. The monstrous serpent N IDHOOOER, 

who is the representation: of the prince of darkness 
himself, we a.re further told,iG continually gnaws its 
root for the same purpose, 21 willing to sever the con
nection between the Creator and his fallen creatures; 
by the total demolition of the medium through 
which the benevolent communication is carried on.18 

The three roots are emblems of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, because it is by the exercise of these virtues 
alone, that man can enjoy a well-grounded expectation 
of ascending from earth to heaven. Three Virgins, 

identical with the illustrations of the Fall in onr own Biblee. 
The Zoroastrian Homa, or so.cred tree, was preserved by the 
Persians almost as repreaented on the ABByrian monuments until 
the Arab invasion.-(Nineveh, vol ii. p. •72.) 

,. Edda, Fab. viii. 
IT The snakes that gnaw the root of life are the vices and 

pauiona ; the squirrel, the double-tongued :flatterer, constantly 
running between these passions, and the mind (the eagle) which 
has raised itself above their control. 

28 In the Hindu mythology, the prince of the e'lil dll!mons is 
represented as a large serpent, wh018 name is N AGA. And the 
Hebrew name for the tempter of Eve in Paradise, translated in 
our version of the Bible, "the 1111rpent," was N AOIUSH. These 
were both the Nidhogger of the Gothic mysteries. In the 
Eeaenian mysteries, the Holy Bible wae figuratively said to be 
the consecrated foundation of Jaoob's Ladder, because the 
covenants and promises of God are permanently recorded in that 
sacred book; and this basis the old serpent who deceived Eve, 
is continually endeavouring to destroy, by subveTtiDg the faith 
of mankind in itll oontenta. 
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symbols of Past, Present, and Future, continually 
watered this Tree from tlieF~ountain of Pan Things;19 

which is expressive of the solemn truth, that the 
deeds of men shall be kept in perpetual remembrance 
until the last day, when they shall be rewarded or 
punished according to their worka. From the surplus 
of this water which fell to the earth after having 
refreshed the leaves of the Ash, the bees made 
their honey. In all the ancient mysteries, Honey 
was an acknowledged symbol of death ;ao and ii said 
in this case to have been produced from tM refuse of 
the water ; which, being rejected by the sacred Tree, 
referred unquestionably to the nil duds cont.ained 
in the water of Past Things (the good acliom having 
been absorbed by the Ash, and consequently accepted 
by the supreme Being, personified in the eagle); and 
hence the honey which was concocted from it, was 

• Near the fountain, which is uader tile uh, IK&nds a very 
bet.uteous dwelling, out of which go three maidena whose names 
are U rd, V erdandi, and Skuld ; i. e., Preeent, Put, and Future. 
It is aJao aaid that these maidens draw water 11Very day from the 
spring, anci with it and the elay that lies al'Ollnd the fount 
aprinkle the ash, in order that its branches may not rot and 
wither away. This water is so holy tllat everythigg placed in 
the spring bec6me1 as white u the i1m wlthia an egg-shell.
(Proee Edda, 15, 16.) 

ao Honey was universally Uled u a symbol of death. The 
ancient& made libations to the dead of honey, wine, and blood. 
Funeral cakes were placed. by the Greeks in the mouth of de
ceased penons to appease the wrath of Cerberus. Thus Virgil: 
"Melle sopocatam et medieatis frugibus oft'am.." Ilo11'ava, or 
round, broad, and thin salt cakes, with honey, made a part of 
the funeral offerinp to Hecate or the Moon. 

K 
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emblematieal of that second death which forms the 
eternal punishment of sin. s1 

In illustration of the contents of this Lecture, I 
here introduce the following Table, which will exhibit 
the SEVEN-STEPPED LADDER of the mysteries in all 
its various and extensive application. 

You have here a most extraordinary coincidence of 
custom with respect to the Masonic Ladder, existing 
in every region of the world, and all equally applic
able to a gradual ascent to heaven by the practice of 
moral virtue. Amongst us, this practice is founded 
on the strong basis of F .A.ITH, which is the first step 
of the Ladder resting on the word of God. 3i It 
produces a well-grounded HOPE of sharing the 
promises recorded in that Sacred Volume ; and this 
is the second step of the Masonic Ladder. s3 _The 
third or more perfect step is CHARITY, by which we 

11 We may here remark that the Maypole and the German 
Christbaum have a pagan origin, the type of both being the ash 
Ydl'llllil. = If you have an un&haken belief in all the promises of God ; 
if you rest your justification on his free grace ; and work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling, considering that it i1 
God who worketh in you both to will and to do, you will not be 
far from possessing a justifying and saving Faith.-(Ja.cob'1 
Ladder, p. 8.) 

33 Hope is the anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast ; and 
therefore a firm reliance on the Almighty's goodness should 
animate our endeavours, and enable us to place our hope within 
the limits of His most gi-acious promises. If we believe a thing 
imposaible, our despondency may render it so ; but if we perse
vere to the end, we &hall fi.nally overcome all difficulties ; for 
Christ himself says, "He that endureth to the end, the same 
shall be saved."-(Ibid, p. 10.) 
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attain the summit of the Ladder ;u metaphorically 
speaking, the dominion of bliss, and the mansion of 
pure and permanent delight. 

" Charity is the greatest omament of our Christian and 
:M&llonic profeaeion. Faith and Hope are earthly qualities, and 
will cease with the continuance of our present state, because there 
will exist no further occasion for their exercise ; but in heaven, 
amongst the spirits of jnst men made perfect, and the celestial 
hierarchy, Charity will survive-will exist in its greatest purity 
amongst the divine circle, and will constitute the perfection of 
our happineBB in a future state. 

K 2 
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LECTURE IX. 

THE POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE. 

" But though past all diffused, without a shore 
His essence ; local is his Throne, as meet 
To gather the dispersed, as Standards call 
The listed from am ; to fix a point, 
A ~ poiwt, collective of hie BODB, 

Since tinite eyery nature but hie own. 

• • • • • 
If earth's whole orb by some dire distant eye 
Were E8ll at once, her towering Alps would sink, 
And levell'd Atlas leaTe an eTen sphere. 
Thus earth and all that eari.bly minds admire, 
le 1wallow'd in ElrAity'11lf.ld rot&Rd." YOUNG. 

" In all well-formed and regularly constituted Masonic Lodges 
there is a certain point within a circle round which the Brethren 
cannot materially err. Thill circle ia supported on the sides by 
two perpendicular paNll.el Hues, which represent the two St • 
.John's; on the periphery of which rests the Holy Bible, which 
contains the Old and New Testaments ; and by going round 
the same we must unavoidably touch on both those parallel 
lines, as well as the Holy Bible ; and were we as conversant 
therein and adherent thereto as those two grand parallels were, 
it would bring us to Him who will not deceive us, neither will 
he sufl'er deception ; and whilst a Mason keeps himself thus 
circumscribed, it is impoesible that he can materially err."
OLD LBcTuus. 

THE progress of error is rapid and uniform, when 
the restraints imposed on man's depravity by a pure 
and peaceable religion, are exchanged for the wild 
dreams and enthusiastic figments of human inven-
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tion ; and like a spherical body precipitated with 
violence from the summit -of an inclined plane, 
acquires additional force and velocity at every revolu· 
tion, until its progress is irresistible. An illustration 
of this principle will be contained in the present 
Lecture on that most important emblem of Masonry 
-A POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE. 

Whether we regard this symbol in the purity of 
its legitimate interpretation ; or consider the unlimi· 
ted conuption which it sustained in its progress 
through the mysteries of idolatry, the general prin· 
ciple will be found equally significant. It was 
originally the conservator of a genuine moral precept 
founded on a fundamental religious truth ; but 
innovation followed innovation, until this degraded 
symbol became the dreadful depository of obscenity 
and lust. 

'fhe use of this emblem is coeval with the first 
created man. A primary idea which would suggest 
itself to the mind of Adam, when engaged in 
re.8.ections on his own situation, the form of the 
universe, and the nature of all the objects presented 
to his view, would be, that tke creation t.cas a circle 
and hlmself t/18 centre. This figure, implanted 
without an effort, would be ever present in all his 
contemplations, and would influence his judgment to 
a certain extent, while attempting to decide on the 
mysterious phenomena which were continually before 
him. To persons unacquainted with the intricate 
philosophy of nature, as we may fairly presume 
Adam was, this is the plain idea conveyed to the 
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senses by a superficial view of nature's works. Ask 
an unlettered hind of. the present day, and he will 
tell you that the earth is a circular plane ; and per
haps he will have some indistinct notion that the 
expanse above his· head is spherical, but he will 
assuredly look upon Mm18lf as the common centre 
of all. 

This is consistent with the general appea.rance of 
things ; for if he look around, he finds the horizon, 
unless intercepted by the intervention of sensible 
objects, equally distant from the point of vision in 
all parts. And the experiment uniformly producing 
the same results, whether made by night or day, he 
relies on the evidence of his senses, and pronounces 
his own judgment correct and irrefutable. So the 
first created ma.n. Himself the centre of the system, 
he would regard Paradise as the limit of the habit
able earth, and the expanse as the eternal residence 
of an omnipresent Deity. 

A little reflection, however, would soon bring him 
nearer to the truth. The garden of Eden was of a 
circular· form, and the Tree of Life was placed in the 
centre ;1 now, as the fruit of this tree was reputed 
to convey the privilege of immortality, the centre 
would hence be esteemed the most honourable situa
tion, and be ultimately assigned to the Deity, who 
alone enjoys the attributes of immortality and eter
nity ; for Adam, in his progress to different parts 
of this happy abode, would soon conclude that, 
however he might be deceived by appearances, lie 

I Gen. ii. 9. 
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himself could not be a permanent centre, because he 
was constantly changing his position. 

To this august Circle, the two forbidden Trees were 
the aooompanying perpendicular parallel lines, 2 point
ing out God's equal juatice and mercy. When 
Adam had violated the divine command, and eaten 
of the Tree of Knowledge, jmtice demanded that the 
threatened penalty should be paid. But here mercy 
interposed, and he was expelled from the abode of 
purity and peace, now violated by transgression, 
" lest he should put forth his hand and take also of 
the Tree of Life, and live for ever"' in a state of 
wickedness and sin. Hence arose the Masonic 
Emblem of a Point within a c°ircle. 

This emblem, united with the Masonic Ladder, 

1 Bishop Newcombe, in bis Notes on the Prophet Ezekiel, 
gives an exemplification of these perpendicular parallel lines. 
In that Prophet's description of the Cherubim the following 
passage occurs : "They turned not when they went ; they went 
every one straight forward" (Ezek. i. 9); on which the learned 
prelate thus remarks: "The wheels and horses of chariots bend 
and make a circuit in turning; but this divine machine, actu· 
ated by one spirit, moved uniformly together ; the aame line 
beiff!I alwaya ~ bee- the ~ing cli.eru-Oa and 
viheela, the Bidu of the rectangle limiting the t1Jhok, being alt1Jay1 
pa.rolkl, and the same faces of each cherub always looking 
onward in the same direction with the face of the charioteer. 
This proceeding directly on, in the same undeviating, inflexible 
position, seems to show their steadiness in performing the Divine 
will, which advances to its destined goal right onwards." .And 
again (v .17) : " The axis of the former wheels was always parallel 
to that of the latter. The wheels are supposed to express the 
revolutions of God's providence, which are regular, though they 
appear intricate." 

a Gen. iii. 22. 
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was reduced to practice very soon after the universal 
Deluge ; and made the basis of a stupendous design, 
which was intended to render man independent of his 
God, 4 and prevent the misel')' of being dispersed and 
scattered abroad in private companies over the f'a.ce 
of the earth.6 In a former publication,61 quoted a 
passage from Noorthouck's Constitutions, which 
assigns a square form to the celebrated Tower of 
Babel ; but on more mature consideration, I am 
inclined to think that the opinion is erroneoll& The 
first huts built for the habitation of Dl&JI., are sup
posed by Vitruvius to bve been erected on a circular 
baa8, as we know the cabins of •he primitive Britons 
were, with a post m ti6 CM1tre to support the roo£. 
'.rhis disposition is in perfect accordance with the 
principle referred to above ; and the form might not 
sustain any material alteration before the Flood; f~ 
the first colonizers of every oountry after the disper
sion, used, wi•h one consent, the sa.me plan in the 
construction of their domestic edifices. The Tower 
of Babel7 may be supposed therefore to have partaken 

• The height of this gigantic edi&.ce, according to Strabo, ia 
fixed at one stadium, which was probably oot the 01,ympic sta
dium, but a l!abyionian -ure, equal to tlMI thirty-fourlh parl. 
of a p&'l'Rllallp ; and we may, U.erefore, eatiml.te the. height of 
the Tower of Babel at (85 Enrlish feet. 

6 Gen. xi.~. 1 Ant, of Freeiuu. p.188. 
i The eootm.nial degree of Chnali4r Pru.asien has ~D 

already alluded to. The knighta profe11 to be descended from 
Peleg, the grand architect of tile Tower of Babel ; ~eir origin 
beiag much more ancient than ~at of the Muons deecended 
from Hiram. In the time of the Crullllodea, when the diil'erent. 
orders ofE'lll'Opean. lulighthood were established by the Chriatir.u 
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of this figure, not only from common usage, but also 
from its similiarity to the spiral :flame; for it was 
dedicated to the Sun, as the great agent, according to 
the belief of these impious architects, employed in 
drying up the waters of the Deluge.8 

Here then we have a superb specimen of the Point 

princes leagued for the conqnest of P&leatine, the Masons de
BCended from Hiram, through their respect for the Noachites, 
who were in high e11teem, wiehed to be made acquainted with 
their mysteries. The Prumiian Chevaliers were penuaded none 
could be fonnd to whom they could more properly confide their 
mysteries than to these deacendanta of Hiram. Since that period 
the Noachitea always require that their candidates ehould be 
masters of the Order of Hiram. In the statute. of this order, 
preserved among the arohiVBll of the king of Pnusia, it ie ex· 
pre881y forbidden to the Pl'U88ian Chevalie:n to receive any 
candidate unless be has given proof'll of his seal and capacity 
in the Order of Mastera deeoended from Hiram. It is also 
necessary that he should prove that he has commendably dis
charged the dutiea of an office in some regular Lodge. 

1 Verstegan hu given a plate of this edifice in the title-page 
to hill Restitution of Decayed Intelligence in Antiquities ; and 
it is there represented &11 the fruetum of a oone with ,_,. gra
dations. C&lmet has followed this author, and has given also 
an engraving with the same design : and, indeed, this wM the 
most convenient form for the construction of euch a stupendous 
work. According to Verategan (p. 4), "the puaage to mount 
vp was nry wyd and great, a.nd went flT//ndirlg about on the 
outayd ; the middle and inward parte for the more strength 
being all maseie ; and by csrte, camels, dromedarieH, horses, 
asses, and muleir, the carriages were home and drawn vp : and 
by the way were many logings and hosteries both for man and 
beast. And some authors reporte the spaoe for going vp to 
haue bin soo exceeding wyd ; that there were feildes made all 
&long besydes the common passage or highway for the nuriture 
of cattel and bringing foorth of grain ; but how-ener it were, an 
almost incredible great woork may it well be thought to haue 
b. ,, 

m. 
K3 
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within a. Circle, supporting the Seven-Stepped La.elder, 
delineated in characters which cannot be mistaken ; 
acknowledged. by the whole race of men; and occupy
ing their united and undivided energies to confer 
upon it the indisputable qualities of magnllicence and 
durability. 

The primitive explanation of this mysterious 
emblem amongst the Gentiles, did not widely differ 
from the elucidation still used in the Lectures of 
Masonry. The Circle referred to eternity/> and 
the central Point to time, to show that time was 
only a point compared with eternity, and equidistant 
from all parts of its infinitely extended circumfer
ence; because eternity occupied the same indefinite 
space before the creation of the world in which we 
live, as it will do when this world is reduced to its 
primitive nothing. 

When mankind had transferred their adoration 
from the Crea.tor to his works, they a.clvanced specious 
reasons to justify a devotion to spheres and circles. 
Everything great and sublime which was continually 
presented to their inspection, partook of this form. 
The Sun, the unequivocal source of light and heat, 
was a primary object of attention, and became their 
chief deity. The earth, the planets, and fixecI 
stars, proceeding in all their majestic regularity, 
exited admiration, and implanted. devout feelings in 
their hearts. These were all spherical ; as was also 

• And, as a ring, it had a reference to peace, glory, &c., 
according to the emblematical import of the material of wbich 
it was compo1ed. 
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the arch of heaven, illuminated with their unfading 
lustre. 

The next progressive observations of mankind 
would be extended to the unassisted efforts of nature 
in the production of plants and trees ; and these 
were found to exhibit, for the most part, the same 
uniform appearances. From the simple stalk of corn, 
to the bole of the gigantic lord of the forest, the 
cylinder and cone, and consequently the circle, were 
the most common forms assumed by the vegetable 
creation. Every fruit he plucked, every root he dug 
from the earth for food, was either globular, cylin
drica.l, or conica.l, each partaking of the nature of a 
circle. If a tree were divided horizontally, the 
s~ction uniformly exhibited the appearance of a 
Point within a. succession of concentric Circles. 
The same will be tme of an onion, a carrot, and 
many other vegetables. 
· Similar results would be produced from an inspec
tion of animal bodies. The tmnk is a cylinder ; 
and the intestines, so often critically examined for 
the purposes of augury, presented to the curious 
inquirer little variation from the general principle. 
Hence, statues bearing these forms were subsequently 
dedicated to the Olympic Gods; a Cylinder to the 
Earth, and a Cone to the Sun.10 

In this figure, Nature, in her most sportive mood, 
~ppea.red exclusively to delight. If a bubble were 
excited on the water, it was spherical ; and if any 
solid body were cast upon the surface, the ripple 

10 Porph. _apud. Euaeb. de PneP. Evan. 1. iii. c. 7. 
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formed itself into innumerable concentric circles 
rapidly succeeding each other, of which the body, or 
moving cause was the common centre. If water were 
east into the air, they found that the drops invariably 
arranged themselves into a globular form. 

This uniformity was soon obsened, and thought 
to be a preternatural indication of dirinity; for if 
Nature assumed one unvarying character in all her 
works, that character must be an unquestionable 
symbol of the God of Nature. Hence the Circle 
with its centre distinctly marked, became a most 
sacred emblem with every nation of idola.tors ; 
adopted, perhaps, from the same symbol used by 
their forefathers on the pla.ins of Shinar ; referring 
primarily to the immeMUrable expanse occupied by 
infinite space; a proper type of eternity, but now 
justified by a reference to the works of Nature. 
This was the general belief, though the expression 
varied in different ages, and amongst the inhabitants 
of different nations. 

The tribes contigoous to Judea, placed a Jod (•)in 
the centre of a Circle as a symbol of the Deity sur
rounded by Eternity, of which he was said to be the 
inscrutable author, the ornament and the support. 
The Sa.mothra.cians had a great veneration for the 
Circle, which they considered as consecrated by the
universal presence of the Deity ; and hence Rings 
were distributed to the initiated, as amulets possessed 
of the power of averting danger.11 

The Chinese used a symbol which bore a great 
11 Plin. Nat. Hiat. l. mlii. c. 1. 
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resemblance to that which is the subject of this 
Lecture. The Circle was bounded north and south 
by two serpents (equivalent to the two perpendicular 
parallel lines of the Masonic symbol) ; and was 
emblematical of . the U ni'OfJT'Be protected and sup
ported equally by the PotDw and Wisdom of the 
Creator. 

The Hindus believed that the supreme Being was 
correctly represented by a perfect sphere, without 
beginning, and without end.12 'rhe :first settlers in 
Egypt transmitted to their posterity an exact copy of 
our Point within a Circle, expressed in emblematical 
language. The widely extended Universe was repre
sented as a Circle of boundless light, in the centre of 
which the Deity was said to dwell ; or in other words, 
the circle was symbolical of his eternity ; and the 
perpendicular parallel lines by which it is bounded; 
were the two great luminaries of heaven, the Sun 
and Moon ; the former denoting his 'IJirtue, the 
latter his wisdom. And this idea was generally 
expressed by a hawk's head in the centre of a circle, 
or an endless serpent inclosing an eye. 

But the most expressive symbol to this effect used 
by any people who bad renounced the true religion, 
was the famous emblem of Pythagoras, who contrived 
not only to express the only One God residing in the 
midst of eternity, but united with it an idea of the 
divine Triad, and blended emblems of regeneration, 
morality, and science. For this purpose he added to 
the central J od nine other J ods, disposed about the 

12 Holwel. Hist. Events. 
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centre in the form of an equilateral triangle, ea.ch 
side consisting of the number FOUR. The disciples 
of Pythagoras denominated this symbol Trig<YTWn 
mysticwm, because it was the conservator of many 
awful and important truths.13 

1. The MO'Tlad, or active principle. 
2. The .Duad, or passive principle. 
8. The Triad, or world proceeding. from 

iheir union. 
l. The sacred Quatemcrry, involving the 

liberal Sciences, Physics, Morality, 
&o. &c." 

Of this remarkable Emblem, a full explanation 
may be equally interesting and instructive.15 

The symbol of all things, according to Pythagoras, 
was <me and two. One added to two make tkree ; 
and once the square of two make FOUR, which is the 
perfect Tetractys; and 1 +2+3+4=10 the con
summation of all things ; and therefore the amount 
of the points contained within the Pythagorean 
Circle, is exactly Ten. Hence, because the :first 
four digits added into ea.ch other ma.de up the number 
ten, this philosopher called the number four Tavra 
/i.pi8µov, all number, or the wlwk number; and used 
it as the symbol of universality.16 To ascertain, 

11 Jennings, Jew. Ant. b. i. c. 12. 
14 This is the Pythagorean Triangle of Freemasonry ; and a 

minute explanation of it is furnished in the Fellow-craft's 
Lecture. 

u At my decease an unpublished manuscript will be found 
amongst my papers on the above subject, in which I have 
endeavoured to maintain the principle, and elucidate the mya\ic 
relation between numerical and geometrical symbols. 

11 The sum of all the principles of Pythagoras is this : "The 
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however, the entire meaning of this symbol, it will be 
necessary to take the numbers included within the 
Circle in their natural order, and hear what hidden 
mystery the philosophy of Pythagoras attached 
to each. 

The number ONE was the point within the circle, 
and denoted the central fire, or God, because it is 
the beginning and ending, the first and the la.st. 
It signified also love, concord, piety, and friendship, 
because it is so connected that it cannot be divided 
into parts. Two meant darkness, fortitude, harmony, 
and justice, because of its equal parts; and the 
moon, because she is forked. THREE referred to 
harmony, friendship, peace, concord, and temperance. 
All these, and many other virtues depended on this 
number and proceeded from it. FouB referred to the 
Deity, for it was considered tke number of numbera. 
It is the first solid figure; a point being 1, a line 2, a. 
superficies 3, and a. solid 4. It was also the Tetractys; 
a WORD sacred amongst the Pythagoreans, and used 
as a. most solemn oath, because they considered 
it the root and principle, the cause and maker of all 
things. Plutarch interprets this word differently. He 
says it is called Koaµo(;', the world, and therefore refers 

Monad is the principle of all things. From the Monad came 
the indeterminate Duad, as matter subjected to the cause 
Monad ; from the Monad and the indeterminate Duad, num· 
bers ; j'rflm number•, poi.fits ; from pqi.w.u, lma; from linu, l'Uplll"· 

fice; from auperjice, aoluu; from, these solid bodies, whoee 
elements are four-Fire, Water, Air, Earth ; of all which tl'&llB· 
mutated, and totally changed, the World consists."-(Stanley, 
Hist. Phil. vol. iii. pp. 1, 100.) 
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to the number Thirty-six, which consists of the first 
four odd numbers, added into the first four even ones, 
thus: 1 +2=3; 3+4=7; 5+6=11; 7+8=15. 
And 3+7+11+15=36. The Tetractys of Pytha
goras, however, was doubtless represented by the 
number Four, because this was the number of per
fection, the divine mind, the image of God, &e. ; 
and the Tetractys was no other than the glorious 
Tetragrammaton of the Jews. 

The number FIVE,17 was Light, nature, mar
riage, &c. Six, health. SEVEN, was said to be 
fJ;()rl/iy of fJeneration, because it referred to the 
creation of the world. EIGHT, was the first cube, 
and signified friendship, council, prudence, and 
justice. NINE, was called 1"E:\Hoc, because a perfect 
human being undergoes nine month's gestation in 
the womb; and TEN, was denominated Heaven, 
because it was the perfection of all things.18 

The Point within the Circle, afterwards became 
an universal emblem to denote the temple of the 
Deity, and was referred to the Planetary Circle, 
in the centre of which was fixed the Sun, as the 
universal god and father of nature ; for the whole 

17 The Druids applied this number to the element& : "Fin 
element.a t.h.ere are; that ill to say, Earth, Water, Fire, Air, and 
the HeaveDB ; and out of the four first comes every inanimate 
matter ; and out of the Heaven God, and all of live and living ; 
and from the conjnnotion of theee five came all thinga, or animate 
or inanimate they be."-(Owen'a Di~ v. Nev.) 

11 Jambl. vit. Pyth. c. x:rriii. ; Macrob. in Somn. Seip. 1, 6; 
Porph. vit Pyth. p. 82 ; Plut. Plac. Phil. I. i. ; Nicom. Aritb. 
p. 7 ; Diog. L&ert. vit Pyth. &c. &c. 
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circle of heaven was called God.ig Pythagoras 
esteemed the central :fire. the supernal mansion of 
Jove ;'I.() and he called it MEaovpa11Eo because the 
most excellent body ought to have the most excellent 
place; i. e. the centre.u And Servius tells us it was 
believed that tke centre of a temple was the peculiar 
residence of the Deity ; the exterior decorations 
being merely ornamental." Hence the astronomical 
character used to denote or represent the Sun, is a 
Point within a Circle ; because that figure is the 
symbol of perfection. The most perfect metal, gold, 
is also designated in chemistry by the same character. 

With this reference the Point within a Circle was 
an emblem of great importance amongst the British 
Druids. Their temples were circular ; many of them 
with a single stone erected in the centre ; their 
solemn processions were all arranged in the same 
form ; their weapons -0f war, the circular shield with 
a central boss, the spear with a hollow globe at its 
end, &c., all partaking of this general principle ; 
and without a circle it was thought impossible to 
obtain the favour of the gods. The rites of divination 
could not be securely and successfully performed 
unless the operator were protected within the conse
crated periphery of a magical circle. The plant 
vervain was supposed to possess the virtue of pre
venting the effects of fascination, if gathered ritually 
with an iron instmment, at the rising of the dog-

1P Cicero de Nat. ·Deor. 1. 
,. St.ob. Phys. l Armot. de Cmlo. L ii. 
81 Plut. Simplic. • Serv. Georg. 8. 
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star, accompanied with the essential ceremony of 
dacribing a circle on the turf,23 tke circumference of 
u:kick 8"all be 8<jt1all9 distant from tke p/,ant, before 
it be taken up.u 

This extraordinary symbol was also used by the 
ancient inhabitants of Scandinavia ; and had an 
undoubted reference to the Hall of Odin, or the 

n Borl Ant. Com. p. 91, from Pliny. 
14 Specimens of British temples founded on the principle of a 

point within a circle are still in existence to demonstrate the 
truth of the theory. "There are in Pembrokeshire several 
circular stone monuments, but the most remarkable is that 
which is called Y <JromJ,ecA, in Nevem parish, where are several 
rude stones pitched on end, in a cirmdar order; and in the midat 
of the circle, a fllllt rude atom placed on several pillars."
(Gibson's Ca.rod. Col. 635.) Near Keswick in Cumberland, i1 
another specimen of this Druidical symbol. On a hill stands a 
circle of forty blocks of stone placed perpendicnla.rly, of about 
tive feet and a half in height, and one stone m the c.mtn, of 
greater altitude. But the most stupendoue eircular temples 
were those of Stonehenge and Abnry, the 1.a.tter being three 
miles in length.-{Stnkeley's Letter to Gale.) The body of the 
temple at Cl.a.ssemiss, in the island of Lewis, sacred to the Sun 
and the Elements, will also ill1U1trate the principle before n1. 
This curious Celtic temple was constructed on geometrical and 
astronomical principles, in the form of a Crose and a Circle. 
The circle consisted of twelve upright stones, in alln1ion to the 
solar year, or the twelve signs of the Zodiac ; the east, west, 
and south are marked by three stones each, placed without the 
circle, in direct lines, pointing to each of those quarters ; and 
towards the north is a double row of twice nineteen stones, 
formi'll{J t'IDO perpendi.cular pur<illel lm, with a single el11vated 
·stone at the entrance. In the centre of the circle stands, high 
exalted above the rest, the gigantic representative of the Deity, 
to which the adoration of his worshippers was peculiarly 
directed. -(Olaus Magnn1, apud Borl. Ant. of Com. p. 193 ; 
Toland. Druids, vol. i. p. 90.) 
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Zodiac; which, the Edda i~forms us,2$ contained 
tt.oehe seats di8PO'ed in t"8 form of a circle, for the 
'principal gods, besides an elevated throne in tke 
centre for Odin, as the representative of the Great 
Father. One important purpose to which the circular 
monuments of this people were appropriated, was, 
the election of the Gothic sovereign chieftains. 
They were usually composed of twelve unhewn stones, 
placed on end in a circular form, with one taller 
and more massive than the rest, pitched in tke centre 
as a seat or throne for the object of their choice. 
The upper surface of these stones was usually flat 
and broad ; for it was from thence that the Drottes 
or Priests harangued the people congregated around 
the inclosure, on the comparative merits of the 
respective candidates for this exalted office. The 
suffrages being taken, the fortunate chieftain was 
elevated on high, and publicly exhibited to the view 
of his assembled subjects. This was the probable 
origin of our custom of chairing newly-elected Mem
bers of Parliament.it! 

It is remarkable that in all the ancient systems of 
mythology, the Great Father, or the male generative 
principle was uniformly symbolized by a Point within 
a Circle. ~1 This emblem· was placed by the Scandina.-

25 Fab. vii. 
111 Three of these rude monuments remain to this day : one 

near Lunden, in Scania ; another at Lethra, in Zealand ; and a 
third near Virburg, in Jutland.-(Vid . .Mall North. Ant. 
vol. i. o. 8.) 

n The great festivals annually commemorated by this people 
were three, the most magnificent of which commenced at the 
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vian priests and poets, on the central summit of a 
Rainbow, which was fabled to be a bridge leading 
from earth to heaven; the emblem therefore repre-' 
sented V alhall, or the supernal palace of the chief 
celestial deity.!18 It is said in the Edda,t9 that this 
bridge '' is all on fire; for the giants of the mountains 
would climb up to heaven by it, if it were easy for 
every one to walk over it." The pa.lace thus elevated, 
was no other than the celestial system, illuminated 
by a central Sun, whose representative on earth was 
Thor, a god depicted by V erstegan30 with a crowned 
head placed in the centre of twelve bright stars, 

winter solstice, and was celebrated in honour of Thor, the 
prince of the power of the air. It was commemorative of the 
Creation ; for being the longest night in the year, they RS11igned 
to it the fol'lllAtion of the world from primeval darkneea, and 
called it M:OTmm NIGHT. This festival wae denominated Yule, 
Juul, or Yeol, and was a season of universal festivity. At the 
nocturnal meetings of thi1 sacred celebration the initiations 
were performed on a superb scale ; for it was believed that the 
succeeding season would be fruitful or unpropitious, in propor• 
tion with the sumptuous or parsimonious m&1111er in which this 
festival was conducted. The next celebration was dedicated to 
Frea, the godde1s of pleasure, and commenced on the &rat 
quarter of \he second moon in the new year ; tmd the third Wall 
celebrated in honour of Odin, the god of battles. 

• "According to the Edda, Walhall has 540 gatel. II thls 
number be multiplied by 800, the number of Ei.Merien who can 
march out abreast from each gate, the product will be 432,000, 
which form1 the very elementary number for the so frequently 
named ages of the world, or yug1, adopted both in the doctrine 
of Brahma and Buddha, of which the one now in course will 
extend to 482,000 yeani,-the three preceding ones correspond· 
ing to this number multiplied by two, three, and four.''-(TheQg. 
Hind. p. 110.) 

211 Fab. viii. :io Rest. of 1'eo. Int. p. H. 
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expressive of the Sun's annual course through the 
Zodiacal Signs. 

But, however, this emblem might have a. general 
reference to the Deity or his temples, in the latter 
ages of idolatry it bore a. more immediate relation to 
the generative principle of nature, symbolized by the 
union of the sexes. I am ashamed to stain my page 
with the discussion which this pa.rt of my subject 
necessarily introducea ; but it cannot be wholly 
a.voided, as the point within a. circle, with an unequi
vocal allusion to the Phallic worship, was the 
principal object of devotion with every people in the 
world.31 

31 In India, the adytum or molt holy place in the temples of 
the deity, alwaya contained the Linga or Phallus, which had a 
prominent situation aaaigned to it amongst the innumerable 
emblem& with which the walls were oovered.--{Maur. Ind. Ant. 
vol. ii. p. 245.) In Egypt the eaiae practice was obaerved.
(Diod. Sic. l. i. c . .6.) Belzoni ar.ys of the temple at Tentyra: 
" The shafts of the oolomns are covered with hieroglyphics and 
figures in the front and lateral walls. On all the walls, colllJJllla, 
ceilings, or architravea, tli.ere ia nowhere a apa.oe of two feet 
that is not covered with some figures .of human beings, animals, 
plants, emblems of agriculture, or of religioJIS ceremony."
(Belz. Researches in Egypt, p • .34.) Amongst th818 the Phallus 
is a conspicuous emblem. The places of initiation in Chaldea 
were precisely of the 1&m.e nature. Ezekiel thus deecribes 
them : "The Spirit of God brought me to the door of the court ; 
and when I looked, behold .a hok m tie toall. Then 1&id he 
unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall : and when I had 
digged in the wall, behold a door. And he said unto me, Go 
in, and behold the wicktd abominatiom that they tlo hert. So I 
went in and saw ; and behold eYery form of creeping things, 
and abominable beaBta, and aU the idolf of the howe of Iarael, 
portrayed upon the wall round about."--(Ezek. 'fill. 7-10.) 
In Greece, the Phallus W1l8 an univenal amulet. It WM 
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Mr. Maurice thinks this disgraceful emblem was 
derived from Egypt; for Diodorus32 deduces it.s origin 
thought to prevent every species of calamity, and was accord
ingly bung at the doors of hoUBe11, offices; and workshops. It 
was visible in every situation, and was even BUBpended from the 
necks of children to preserve them from the effects of fascina· 
tion.-(Varro. 1. vi.) "The same indecencies," saye Faber, 
"were practised in the rites of the Cabiric Ceres, 8e in those of 
Bacchus, Osiris, and Maha-Deva. Her deluded votaries vied 
with each other in a studied obscenity of language, and her 
nocturnal orgies were contaminated with the groBBest lascivious· 
ntllB.~ab. Mys. Cab.· vol. ii. p. 93.) And Diodorus the 
Sicilian (Bibi. L v. c. 1), says that such language was used 
under the impression that it was pleasing and acceptable to the 
goddeai. It may be here remarked, as creditable to the ancient 
Druids, that obscene and improper language was disallowed in 
their myeteries. The candidates were for ever disgraced if they 
"uttered one word of unseemly import."-(Song of Hywell, in 
the W. Arohaiol. translated by Mr. Davies, Druids, p. 285.) 
Even the Israelites themselves were not entirely free from the 
contamination of 11Uch abominable practices, for the Linga of 
the Hindus, the Phallus and the Priapns of the Greeb and 
Romans, and the Baal-Peor of the idolatrous Ieraelites, was 
one and the same monstrous emblem, which was equally repre· 
eented by a p&ffit toitllin a circle. J erom says, (In Osee, c. iL ), 
that the idols worshipped by the latter were most of them 
dedicated to Baal-Peor, who wM portrayed in a groes and 
indecent attitude. "Denique interpretantur, Beelpbegor idolum 
tentiginis, habene in ore, id eat, summitate pellem, nt tnrpitn
dinem membri virilie oetenderet." Thie deity was chiefly 
honoured by female votaries. The good king Asa saw and 
lamented the wide-epreading abomination, which was even prao· 
tieed under the regal eanction,-for hie mother M:aacha bad 
herself aotnally erected an altar to this unnatural divinity.
(1 Kings xv. 13.) This worship was the last and lowest stage 
of human debasement ; and evinces the strict propriety of those 
Soriptnre phrases which refer to the uniYersal depravity of man· 
kind when ginn up to the defilements of idolatry.-(Vide 
Levit. xviii. xix. and xx ; Dent. xii. 81 ; Patrick on 1 Kings 
ltiv. 2' ; Rom. i. 18, all jlri. &o.) 

n Lib. i. c. 2. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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from the search instituted by Isis for the body of 
Osiris, which had been divided by Typhon into 
fourteen parts, and distributed over the face of the 
whole earth. 33 For a long time the disconsolate widow 
could not succeed in finding the genitals of her dis
membered husband, which had been committed to the 
waters of the Nile by his murderer.34 Being at length 
discovered, they were buried with great solemnity ; 
and a commemorative festival was instituted, in 
which long poles, with figures of this emblem 
attached to the summit, were carried about in pro
cession ; and a legend to the same purpose, was 
recited during the initiations.ss 

33 "The Egyptian myth of Osiris was as follows :-He was the 
son of Netpe (Rhea) and Seb (Saturn), and engendered of the 
heaven itself. In his struggle with Seth, or Typhon, he appears 
to have fallen under the power of his antagonist, to have been 
defended by his son Horus, lamented by his wife and sister, 
Isis and Nephthys, embalined under the direction of Anubis, and 
justified by Thoth against his enemies. After the destruction 
and dispersal of his limbs by Seth, his form was made again 
by Noum, the creator, on a potter's wheel, with the water pro· 
vided by Hapimoou, or the Nile. Isis was the child of Seb and 
Netpe, the wife and sister of Osiris, the mother of Horus, with 
whom and Nephtbya she oompletes the tetrad of Abydoe."
(Gallery of Ant. p. 29.) 

:M The wanderings of Io, Isis, Rhea, Ceres, &c., were but 
figurative allegories of the erratic and desultory voyage of the 
Ark ; and the same event is referred to in the fable of the 
wanderings of Ly1ippa, lphiooe, and Iphinaua, the three 
daughters of Pretus or Minyae, who were struck with madneas 
for having despised the Baoohic mysteries. The murder of one 
of the Cabiri by one of his brothers, like the death of Osiris 
and Baoohus, ,related to the symbolical death of Noah.-(See 
more of this in the History of Initiation, p. 154.) 

30 Psellus, ap. Taylor's Dissert. in Pamphleteer, YoL viii. 
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Captain Wilford, 36 gives another account of its 
origin. This gentleman sa.ys, it was believed in 
India, that at the general deluge everything was 
involved in the common destruction, except the ma'le 
and/1maZ. principles, which were destined to produce 
a new race, and to re-people the earth when the 
waters had subsided from its surface. The female 
principle, symbolized by tAe Moon, assumed the form 
of a luru#e or crescent; while the male principle, 
symbolized by tke Sun, asSuming the form of the 
Linga, placed himself erect in the centre of the 
lunette, like the mast. of a Ship. The two principles, 
i" tlii1 unit8d form, floated on the surface of the 
waters during the period of their prevalence on the 
earth ; and thus became the progenitors of a new 
race of men.37 Hence they were received as objects 
of adoration under the imposing names of the Great 
Father and Mother of mankind ; and the acknow
ledged symbol of this mysterious union WBS, a Point 
teitliin a Oirc/8. 

The true origin of this inU.mous worship may, 
perhaps, be more correctly derived from the sin_of 
Ham, who discovered and exposed his mther's naked
ness ; and the use of the degrading symbol might 
proceed from the curse inflicted on his posterity, 

111 On l101111t Cauc. A.aiat. Rel. Tol 'ri. 
., Thia waa the legend. When Mabaden reoeived the cune 

of BOme devoteeii, whom he had diaturbed at their devotions, he 
wu deprived of hia Lingam, which in the and proved fatal to 
hia life. Hill oonaort wandered OY81' the earth, and filled t.he 
world with her bewailinga. ll&baden. wu at length re1tored 
under the form of Iawara and united onoe more to hia belcmid 
Sita. 
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who were thas reduced below the level of their 
species.38 

Such were the absurd and dangerous systems, 
founded however in truth~ which deformed the religion 
of heathen nations, and degraded celestial reason to 
a. level with brutal instinct. To the true Mason, on 
the contrary, this emblem points out the most useful 
and invaluable lessons ; and while he keeps his 
wishes and hopes bounded by the rules and ordinances 
of the Sacred Code, he may be assured that his 
character. will be venerated amongst men, and the 
fragrance of his virtue will ascend to the throne of 
his Father who is in heaven, like an evening sacrifice. 
And when the shades of age and imbecility shall 
have damped those energies which were once em
ployed in the ardour of active virtue, his declining 
strength shall be cheered by the retrospect of what 
his benevolence effected while health and vigour 
remained, and by the prOBJ>Mt of the bright reward 
which lies before him ; and while he considers this 
life but as the very beginning of his existence, he 
looks forward to that smiling world he is about to 
enter ; and anticipates, with inexpressible gratifica-

as "The 4Srd verse of the Epistle of Jeremy is a singular 
oonfirmation of the existenoe of a practice which, notwithstand
ing the charges of credulity frequently brought against Herodotus 
for relating it, appears undoubtedly to have prevailed at Babylon. 
Similar practices amongat certain tribea still inhabiting the Eaat 
is a further corroboration. We find that it prevWled amongst 
ae~ral nations of Asia Minor of Semitic descent, such as the 
Lydians and Cappadociana, and aI.o amongst the Armeniana, 
who evidently owed its .introduction to the Aaayriana.-(Herod. 
i. 199; Strabo, xi. 16, and xii. 86; Layar~ vol. H. p. 4/ili.) 

L 
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tion, the cheering welcome he will receive from 
saints and angels, and the spirits of just men made 
perfect. 

If you would enjoy such happy anticipations when 
advanced in years, and your bosom is becoming de&d 
to the :fascinations of life, you must cirQumscribe 
your thoughts and actions by the instruction .of this 
significant emblem. Even your reputation amongst 
mankind, is principally dependent on the rectitude 
of yout moral conduct. If you wish for the com
mendation of the wise and good, and, what is still 
of greater importance, the favoUl'lloble testimony of 
your oonsoience, you must be honest and true, faithful 
and sincere, and practice all the virtues enjoined 
equally by Masonry and Ohristianity.39 You must 

• "To thoae who profeea an attachment to the Christian or 
J ewiah religion," Bro. Spencer obllervea, in an addl'el8 which he 
delivered at the dedication of the :Masonic Hall, at Cincinnati, 
in 18,11, "it might he enough to say that it embrace11 all that ia 
estimable in eithel'-Urging ua to add virtue to faith-to virtue, 
knowledge-to knowledgll, temperan-to temperanoe, patienoe 
-to patienoe, godlinesa-to godliness, brotherly kindneea-and. 
to brotherly kindness, charity. And these duties and graces are 
not conilned or· reoommended merely to the . boUlebold of the 
faithful, but are especially enjoined towards the 'Whole human 
family. In the impressive declaration of the Christian Apostle, 
oft.repeated and enforced, BB Masons, we are taught that the 
will of God ia, with well-doing to put to ailenoe the ignoranoe of 
foolish men : NI free, not using our liberty for a cloak of m&li· 
clouaneaa, but NI aervanfB of God. But, above all the virtne8 
that adom the heart, charity-that bound!- love of God and 
man, that thinketh no evil, hopeth all things, believeth all 
things, endureth all things-is especially enjoined. Nay, it ia 
exhibited BB the foundation and superatrncture-the wiedom, 
etrength, and beauty of the whole Masonic edifice. Without, 
and ~nd it, all elae i.e u eounding braaa ora tinkling cymbal." 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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keep within the compass, and act upon the square 
with all mankind ; for your Masonry is but a dead 
letter if you do not habitually perform its reiterated 
injunctions. YOU may boast o£ its beauties (and 
you have just. reason to do so); you may attend its-. 
Lectures ; you may be an enthusiast in its forms 
and ceremonies ; but unless you reduce it to practice ; 
unless its incitements be brought to bear up.on your 
moral conduct, you can enjoy no advantage ove1 
tho• who are still in darkness, and the benefits of 
Masonry have been extended to you in vain. Cir
cUmScribe your actions, then, within the boundary line 
of your duty to God and man, and convince the 
world tb&.t the· System of Masonry is something 
more than a name. 

J, 2 
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LECTURE X. 

THE MA.SONIC APRON. 

" We know thee by thy apron whiu, 
An architect to be ; 

We know thee by thy trowel bright, 
Well akill'd in Masonry." 

SoLOKON'S TEKPLB, AN 0BA'fORIO. 

"A badge of innocence and bond of friendsbip."-LBCTUBES. 

THB chief business of Masonry is to direct and 
guide the judgment to the practice of virtue ; for it 
is chiefly by being able to distinguish between right 
and wrong, that depravity is avoided, and purity of 
mind cherished and insured. The understanding is 
the parent of virtue ; and by gradually nurturing 
the genius, and improving the intellect, the brightest 
fruits of a. good life may be reasonably anticipated ; 
for though worldly wisdom may exist in the absence 
of virtue, the instances are of very rare occurrence 
where virtue is found in a heart occupied by selfish 
prejudices, and contracted by sloth and habitual 
indolence. 

In advancing through the different Degrees of 
Masonry, your stock of information is progressively 
increased, and the practice of virtue is enforced by a. 
reference to the symbols in which Masonic knowledge 
lies imbedded. With this illustration in view, a. 
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. primary ceremony of the First Degree, is the inves
titure of tM Apron,1 an unequivocal symbol, which 
aoeompa.nies every step of your progress. And lest 
any misunderstanding should give a.n improper bias 

. to the mind respecting its moral application, the 
candidate is told that it is an emblem of innocence, 
of high.antiquity and uneqaalled rumour. 

The great design of the Apron is to point out a 
figurative division of the human body into two distinct 
pal'ts; separating the noble portion which contains the 
·head and the heart, as the seat of reason and the 
affections, from the more base and corporeal parts, 
which are merely intended to perform the oa.rnal 

. functi-Ons of nature ; and while the spiritual man 
stands erect and open to view, the natural man is 
niled in obscurity, that no impediment may interrupt 
the speculative aToea.tions and pursuits of Masonry.2 

1 " Minshew and othenr have conceived that this word was 
derived from afore one, an etymology that perfectly aocords 
with the burlesque manner of Dea" Swift. It has also been 
deduced from the Greek words pro and peri; the Latin porro 
and operio, &c. Skinner, with more plausibility, has suggested 
tile Saxon aforan. After all, - apron is no more than a cor· 
ruption of a napnm, the old and genuine orthography, which 
was borrowed from the old French napercm, a large clotb."
(See Carpentier, Suppl. ad Cangium l'. Naperii.) So, napkin, 
which has perplexed our dictionary-makera, is only a liltk cloth, 
from w.appe.-(Douoe, vol. ii. p. 7.) 

1 Thus Dr. Bro.wn, in hie "Paeudodoxia," says that "by the 
Girdle, tbe heart .and parts which God requirea, are divided 
from the inferior and epithumetical organs, implying thereby a 
memento unto purification and cleanness o( heart, which is 
commonly defiled from the c:onoupisoenoe and a:ffection of those 
. parts ; and therefore unto this day the J ewe do bless themselves 
when they put on thoir zono or cincture." 
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The Freeniuon thus clothed is a. striking emblem or 
truth, innocence, and integrity ; for the parts only 
which are the conservators of these virtues, are 
supposed to be in operation while exploring the 
hidden mysteries of the science, in the tiled l'eoesses or 
the Lodge. 

Hence, the Apron or Girdle in a.ncient times was 
a. universally received emblem of Truth and Passive 
Duty. The Israelites, when preparing to effect their 
escape from Egyptian. captivity, were enjoined to eat 
the Passover with tkei,r loina girded. 3 Job is com
manded to gird up his loins like a man,• when the 
Almighty is a.bout to reward his patience and con
stancy. At the conseCra.tion of Aaron, he is invested 
with this symbolical article of apparel.11 And the 
prophets, on all occasions, before they performed any 
remarkable act of duty, carefully complied with this 
important ceremony.5 When Samuel was received 
into the ministry, though but a child, he was girded 
with a linen ephod.7 David, in the height of his 
exultation on the recovery of the Ark, danced before 
it, invested. with the same ga.rment.8 Elijah the 
Tishbite, and John the Baptist, were both girded 
with an Apron of (white) leather.9 It was ea.id of 
Jesus Ohrist, that his Girdle should represent equally 
Righteousness and Fidelity.10 And in conformity 

' zxuiii. 8-xl. 7 1 Exodus xii. 11. 
1 Levit. viii. 7. " 2 Kinp iv. 29.-ix. 1.-Jer, i.17. 
7 I Samuel ii. 18. I 2 8unue} vi, U, 
' 2 Kinp i. 8.-MaUb.ew iii, '· '° hai&h xi. 5. "I hue been gr&ftly told," 1&y11 our Bev. 

Bro. Gardiner (U.S.), "that Muoaa haYe rejected the Ohriltian 
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with the8e authorities his principal disciples exhorted 
~e Christian converts to gird up t"8 loina of tMir 
mind, to be sober, and kops to the end ; 11 and to 
stand firm in the faith, having their loins girt a.bout 
with Trut1i.1e 

Amongst the primitive Masons, this badge received 

religion, together with its glorious author; and Uiat the beat of 
us are endeavouring to secure the mvour of God and a eeat in 
heaven, by the practice of charity and morality ; and conse• 
quently have no claim to the Christian name. I admit that thia 
charge may be true of some members of the Fraternity. But, if 
it be true of Masons in general, and if Masonry leads to this, iii 
it not strange that there are found among us eo many useful 
miniiiters, and able theologians, who consider it not only a privi· 
lege, but also an honour, to be identified with us! Would they 
not discover its dangerous tendency, and from their vows to the 
Church and to God at their ordination, consider themselves in 
duty bound to renounce it, and expose its errors to the 
world T" 

11 I Peter i. 13. 
" Ephesians vi. H . Its antiquity, which we esteem of great 

importance, iii by no means the chief e&uae of our veneration. 
While we rejoice that its light illuminated the minds, and its prin• 
ciples warmed the hearts, of the great and good of olden time, 
we freely acknowledge that "11 this would be of little avail 
without the sanctity of TRUTH-truth, not the cold uaent of tbe 
understanding, but living, acuve, in1lueiltial truth, aooh ae i1 
always connected with good, manifested in acts of brotherly 
kindn888 to all our race. Without thia MllllODl'Y would be like 
an inanimate body ; the lineaments of external beauty would be 
visible in the form, while the quenched eye would show the 
apirit gone. It would be like the tabemacle without the ark ; 
ita curtains, fringes, and stars of gold would indeed be visible, 
while the absence of the Bhekinah and the· Mercy--t would 
render it powerleu. It would be ae the Dead Sea ; while it 
would faintly and obacurely mirror paeeing and evantlllC&nt 
object& from its dingy surface, there would be nothing living or 
moving to ripple its waters. 



224 SIGNS A.ND SYMBOLS. 

a characteristic distinction from its peculiar colour 
and material ; and was indeed an unequivocal mark 
of superior dignity. The investiture of the Apron 
formed an essential part of the oeremony of initiation, 
and was attended with rites equally significant and 
impressive.13 With the Essian Masons, it was acc0m
plished by a process bearing a similar tendency, and 
accompanied by illustrations not less imposing and 
13atisfactory to the newly-initiated inquirer. He was 
clothed in a long WHITE robe, which reached to the 
ground, bordered with a fringe of blue ribbon14 to 
incite personal holiness ; and fastened tightly round 
the waist with a girdle or zone, to separate tl'8 Marl 
from the lower and more impure parts of the body. 
With feet bare and head uncovered, he was considered 
a personification of modesty, humility, and the fear 
of God. 

It was the firm opinion of the Easenes, that 
internal purity and rectitude of. conduct, were most 
strikingly evidenced by a person's outward appearance. 
This belief was probably derived from that famous 
precept of king Solomon, who had constantly the 
same emblematical reference on his lips ; " Let tky 

13 The clothing of the officers ofa Lodge in the United States 
is a blue sash, blue velvet collar, trimmed with silver lace, a 
silver jewel, white or figured apron, trimmed with blue ribbon, and 
white gloves. The private membel'll wear the same dreu, omit
ting the jewel : and on ordinary occaBions, the gloves, with a 
plain white apron. The Chapter dreaa for the officers ia too 
elaborate for description. The private 111:embel'll wear a red 
velvet sash, and white or figured apron, trimmed with red ribbon, 
havirw a triangle in the centre. 

H Numben xv. 88, 39. 
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gaNfllfflts be oJUJaga WHITE." 15 At his investiture the 
~ndidate was exhorted t.o the practice of moral virt'!le 
from the ineentive, not merely of happiness in tJi,is 
world, but of an expooted rooompense in a. fatqre 
state.l6 This exhortation, enforoed by the resistless 
effioaoy of good fXEampk, produced in the initiated, a. 
practieal righteousness, which was " worthy of 
admiration above _all others that pretended to virtue ; 
for they were, in their manners and course of life, 
the very best of men."17 Their chief employment 
w~ to learn to rule and govern their passions, to 
keep a. tongue.of good report, and 'to practise soorecy, 
_mµted lfith uBiversal -charity and benevolence. 
_Hence thmr deviations from moral rectitude were 
not frequent. But if an instance did QCCur in 
-_whieh the purity of the Whi~ Garment WM~ 

H EcclesiRStes ix. 8. 
t• I 6.nd in ·an old formula in my po111J8118ion thE> foll1>wiBg 

_appollitA! obiiiert4tioQ in refel,'elloe to she above sul:iie"* :~" Wky 
in the north-eaat, in pre&rence to any other quarter ! Becanae 
there he stand.ti firm on the fonndation-stone of the building.::. 
To what does he allude t To the ancient method with operative 
_masons, when they laid the fonndation of any public or magnifi
cent atructure.-What advantage do we receive from that! 
'That, should the ravages of time or violence destroy the super
--etructure, this Stone, when it is discovered, will prove that such 
a building did exist, with the nimie of it11 founder, and the pur· 
pose for whiela it was erected._:__Biit how is this applicable:ic...the 
newly-initiated Brother ! Should the influence of virtue oeaae 
to operate, amidst the eorruptions of men, and the depravity of 
manners, the original principles that were impreSBed on his 
mind, upon TlL\.T SPOT, will never be obliterated ; but will gi;iard 

him from the dangers of infection, and preserve lUs ~ind 
;untainted in the general corruption of the world," ,. 

11 Joa. Ant. I. xviii. c. 2. 
L 3 
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by intemperance or excess, the offender was formally 
excluded from all social interooU1'Be with his former 
brethren, and declared unworthy of the Robe which 
he had disgraced by violated vows and shameless 
profilgacy.1a This exclusion was considered a punish
ment of such a dreadful nature, that Josephus says 
it was commonly followed by a lamentable death.19 

Thus also in the institutions of heathen nations, 
the aspirant was honoured with a similar investiture ; 
and shared in all the benefits and privileges which 
were acceesible to the wearer of this widely-celebrated 
badge of innocence. The garments of initiation 
were uniformly Wllit8, and they bore a common 
reference to innocence of conduct and purity of 
heart.'° When a candidate was initiated into the 
ancient mysteries, he was esteemed reg111Urat8; for 
these institutions were the sole vehicles of rege
neration amongst idolators ; and he was invested 
with a White Garment and Apron, as a symbol of 
his newly-attained purity. White victims were 
offered in sacrifice to the gods ; for the heathens were 

11 So in Freemasonry : it any one breaks his solemn engage
ments, and 1how1 himselt unworthy or his privileges u a Mason, 
he is u,pelled his Lodge, and accounted no more worthy to be 
called a Brother. 

19 Jos. de Bel. Jud. L ii. c. l, 
• It is an inviolable axiom that candidates tor Masonry ought 

to be good and true men, or mature and di$lreet age, and sound 
judgment ; no bondmen, not immoral or scandalon1 in lite and 
conversation ; tor it i1 a 1tandiug rnle of our ancient brethren 
that all preferment should be grounded on real worth and per· 
sonal merit. This i1 coDBidered or such paramount importance 
that the Grand Lodge bu thought proper to illlue a penal in· 
junction on the subject. 
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of opinion that they could do nothing more ~aoreeable 
to the Supreme Being, than to serve him in White 
Bnt as for the infernal deities, they imagined them 
to be wicked to the last degree, and to take pleasure 
in the misfortunes of mankind ; and as they lived 
in everlasting Darkness, they must doubtless be of 
a sad and gloomy complexion ; so they pa.id them 
such adoration as they imagined suitable to their 
tempers, and for tha.t purpose clothed themselves in 
BLACK.21 . 

Amongst the Greeks, the ga.lment of initiation 
was White, because, says Cicero, white is a. colour 
most acceptable to the gods. This Robe was 
accounted sacred, and a never-failing source of 
protection in every emergency. As an invaluable 
relic, it was used by the fortunate possessor until 
resolved to rags ; and when no longer fit for use, 
his children were invested with the tattered rem
nants, as undoubted preservatives a.gain.st the malign 
eifects of all diseases to which they were by nature 
exposed.22 

In Persia, the investiture was exceedingly splendid, 
and aucceeded to t/18 communication of Light. The 
candidate after having entered into the usual engage
ments for keeping secret the mysteries of Mithras, 
was ceremonially invested with the insignia. of the 
Order ; the Girdle, on which were depicted the 
Twelve Signs of the Zodiac, with a golden Leo in 
the centre ; the Tiara, or lofty crown, 23 the WAite 

11 Dil&ert. on Roi. Worship, p. 6. 
• Varro, L TI. 13 Vida Ezak. uili. 15. 

JC 
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Apron,u and the Purple Tunic. The latter, being 
thickly studded with stars of burnished gold, and 
:flowing loosely from his shoulders, gave a splendid 
appearance to the initiated, and conferred an un
equivocal mark of the distinction which he had just 
attained.u 

·14 From the plates to Bro. Belzoni's "Egyptian Researches,'• 
I have extracted the accompanying draft of a Persian apron 
(Fig. 1), which exhibits a profusion of decorated work in varied 
colours of blue, purple, crimson; and yellow. 

Fig. I. 

t.S He Wiiii now p&818d through the sacred petne as a general 
1>urgation from all his former defilements, and installed by pro
clamation, .A Lion of Mithrat1. A sort of baptism was admi
nistered to him, which referred to that universal !mt.ration hy 
which the world was washed from ite pollutions at the Deluge, 
and was consequently expressive of his newly-acquired purity, 
Rymbolized by the renovated earth emerging- frem the tr&DS-
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In Hindostan, the upirant, with similar ceremo• 
nies, was solemnly invest.eel with the oonsecra.ted 
Sash or Girdle, which, being inserted over his left 
shoulder, descended on the right side, and hung as 
low 88 the extremity of the fingers could reach. 
This Girdle he 1V88 directed to wear next his skin.eG 
It consisted of a cord composed of tkru limea lkru 
threads twisted together, and fastened at the end 

pa.rent bosom of the purifying wa.ve.-(Vide 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21.) 
:A. Croeier or Putoral St&tr Wllll given, a.ud a. Crown preeented 
to him on the point of a •word, bearing ~ inllOript.1.on, JIU/waa 
ii my Crown. And, a.a a. concluding ceremony, he was invested 
with the ea.cred Croaa, which, being a. symbol of the Ark, was 
"a badge of innocence on the one ba.nd, a.nd of life on the 
otber."-(Faber's Ky.. Cab.; Hyde de Rel. Vet. Pera.; Bryant'e 
Ana.I. ; Fa.ber'a Pa.g. Idol. ; Dow's Bind. ; Desa.tir, &c.) 

• This wa.s not wom a.a we wear our apronS, but was used 
rather a.a a. talisman to &Tert danger. The a.pron is anbjoined, 
and the coloun were blaclr., blue, crhuon, and yellow (Fig. 2). 

l'\l'. I• 
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with a knot. It was manufactured with many 
mysterious ceremonies, and said to possess the power 
of preserving the wearer from personal danger. 

The Arch Brahmin, with solemn dignity, then 
presented the candidate with the consecrated Chaplet, 
endowed with the virtue of neutralizing the evil 
machinations of malignant dremons. This charmed 
wreath was composed of magical herbs, particularly 
the cuaa and darbbka, gathered under some fortunate 
aspect of the planets. It possessed also a most won_
derful sanative power; and was an antidote against 
the poison of serpents. He was also invested with 
the KOUJatike-Men, which was a magical Jewel to be 
worn on the breast ; streaming with mys of Liglll 
in t'M midst of Darkness, and endowed with the 
secret property of averting calamities. And as a 
last invaluable present, a charmed label was firmly 
bound on his left a.rm, in which the most powerful 
talismanic words were inscribed. This amulet was 
believed to endow the fortunate possessor with wisdom, 
strength, beauty, health, and riches ; and from its 
influence, every private Sl1t,ugestion of the heart was 
gratified, by the immediate agency of the god to 
whom it was consecrated.27 

Proceeding in our course still farther to the East, 
we find the Japanese using rites a.ad ceremonies 
corresponding essentially 1rith those already specified. 
The initiations were performed with the utmost 

n Asiat. Res.; Sir W. Jonee's Works; Maurice's Ind. Ant.; 
Faber's Pag. Idol. and Myst. Cab. ; Bryant's Anal. ; Moor's 
Hind. Panth. 
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secrecy. All probationers were carefully excluded, 
though their tmanimoua consent was necessary 
before the ceremonies could legally commence. The 
candidate was then strictly examined ; his bodily 
purity was rigidly investigated, and his mental 
perfections ascertained by a philosophical scrutiny. 
If approved, he was clothed in the Garments of 
ceremony, which consisted of a loose tunic and 
White .Apron bound round the loins with a zone or 
girdle,~ and initiated ceremonially into the two first 
degrees. When pronounced competent to receive the 
la.st and highest dignity of the Order, it was con
ferred witn solemn pomp, and concluded by a public 
festival.ill 

In the extreme West, we are at no loss to find 
these rites existing in their full vigour. The mys
teries of Scandinavia were exclusively of a military 
cast, and therefore we find a 1kield substituted for 
the apron ; but its colour and emblematical reference 

21 "Many conceive," saym Dr. Brown, "that all men are 
unblessed until they put on the girdle : wherein there are 
involved unknown considerations. For by a girdle or cinoture 
are symbolically implied truth, resolution, ud readin- unto 
action, which are parte and virtues required in the eervioe of 
God; according whereto, we find that the Israelites did eat 
the Paschal Lamb with their loins girded ; and the Almighty, 
challenging Job, bid1 him ginl up his loins like a man. Bo 
runneth the expression of Peter : ' Gird up the loins of your 
minds; be sober, and hope to the end;' so the high priest was 
girt with a girdle of fine linen ; so ia it part of the holy habit to 
have your loins girt about with truth ; and so i1 it also said 
coooemiog our Saviour, ' Righteousness shall be the girdle of bis 
loins, and faithfulnem the girdle of his reins.'" 

• Kiempfer's Japan; Universe Displayed. 
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were the same with the civil decoration of other 
more peaceable n&tions. Immediately after the 
obligation, which was sealed by drinking mead out 
of a human skull, the candidate was invested with 
& sword a.Qd 1ki8U. This piece of defensive armour 
was Wkite, and termed "the shield of expectation." 
A specific period was assigned for his probation ; and 
if he failed to distinguish himself in battle before 
expiration of his noviciate, the phrase Niding was 
applied to him, equivalent to " a. good-for-nothing 
Jellow ; ~ and he was studiously shunned by all his 
.tormer associates. This however did not often 
h~ppen. When he had performed any distinguished 
martial achievement, he was permitted to have a 
:design painted or engraven on his shield, as a public 
-testimony of his prowess ; and was solemnly invested 
with the insignia of the Order, declared equal to the 
toil of combat, and left by his p~rents to the inde
pendent gratification of hunting and providing fQr 
his own subsistence. 31 • 

And lastly, in our own country, the Druids were 
not behind other nations in the use of emblema.tic&I 
garments, which were of different colours, appro
priately adapted to the nature of each degree. In 
the first degree, the aspirant was clad in a Robe 
striped alternately with the three sacred oolours of 
Druidism, white, sky-blue, and green. White was 
the symbol of Ligkt ; Blue, of Troth ; and Green, 

ao Mal. North. Ant. voL i. p. 218. 
11 Mallet's N ortb • .lnt. ; The Eddaa of Snorro and Saemund ; 

Runio Odes, &c. . 
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of HOJl8; · all highly ~crurative of the expected 
attainments which the eager novice anxiously anti
cipated. When the rites of initiation into this 
degree were completed, the striped robe was ex
changed for a vestment of Green. In the second 
degree he was clothed in Blue ; and having fearlessly 
surmounted all the difficulties and actual dangers of 
the third, or degree. of perfection, . the aspirant was 
received triumphantly, on May-day, by the Arch
druid and his companions, who invested him with a 
red tiara, and a fl.owing robe of the purest Wkit8, 
ornamented with 8.mulets and gems of gold; as badgeS 
of the highest order that could be conferred ; n for 
·none were admitted to the honour of this clothing, 
but such as were deemed abaolutel!! o'Uansed from all 
impurmes both of body and mind, which could only 
be e:ffected. by the process of initiation. ss 

Such, in all nations, has been the importance at
tached to investiture, as a·signifi.cant completion of 
the formula. of initiation. To detail the ceremonies 
in use amongst us, would. be equally presumptuous 
and unnecessary ; I return therefore to the Masonic 
Apron itself, and shall endeavour to illustrate its 
several properties, by considering their symbolical 
application. 

n These ornaments eonaisted of chains of gold and amber 
beads, as magical amulets ; a.nd uumy little gold, amber, and 
iYory trinkets,· each possesaing some mymcal property, or 
some protecting influence, which conveyed a Dmed character to 
the wearer, that rendered his p81'110ll inviolate. 

n Owen's Diet.·; Da.Yies's Druids; Brirlase's Cornwall; Mau. 
rice's Ind. Ant. vol. vi. 
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The Apron is made of a Lamb's Skin; its colour, 
White. These are understood amongst us as joint 
emblems of I'llfWC(fllC6; by which we are properly 
a.nd constantly reminded, that while clothed in that 
distinguishing badge, our conduct should be uniformly 
marked by the corresponding duties of innocence and 
integrity. The lamb was always esteemed an emblem 
of the purest innocence ; and . hence the Redeemer 
of mankind reeeived the significant appellation of 
"the Lamb of God," because He was immaculate, 
and without spot or blemish." And the colour 
Waite, 35 1IB an unequivocal symbol of Light and 
Purity, bas been honoured and venerated in all ages, 
by every nation and every people since the creation of 
light out of darkness. 

Even the primitive Christians adopted a custom so 
universally prevalent, so consonant with reason, 

14 John i. 29; 1 Peter i. 19. 
is A tohite robe, emblematic of truth and holineu, was the 

distinguishing dress of a Druid. The exterior ceremonies of a 
system must appear to strangers as the moat prominent part of 
it ; thus ancient authors, oocuionally touching on Bardism, 
have chiefty recognized the Druid observing llOIDe of hie moat 
superficial trappings, and now and then some faint glimmerings 
of the groundwork of his principles. But the Bardic system ia 
attested to have kept extremely clear from superstition ; and 
what little it did aoquire must haTe adhered wholly to the 
Druidic character ; for he being the residentiary pastor amongst 
the people, would, from interest and policy, endeavour to 
gs.in inftuence amongst those under his care ; but he must 
have exerted much caution, as the whole of his principles 
were universally dUl'uled in the Goraesau.-(Owen'• Diet. "· 
Derwyz.) 
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sanctioned by the usage of all antiquity, and author
ized by the solemn ordinances of a religion which 
had been inatituted by the Deity himself ; for not only 
did the Jewish Prophets symbolize purity36 and 
impeooa.bility'7 by this colour ; but the spotless 
Author of our religion is said to have been clad in 
raiment Waite d8 Ligkl a.t his transfigma.tion, ea a.nd 
WMte tu snot.o aft.er his resurrection. 39 And the 
angelic messenger who appeared to the holy women 
a.t the sepulchre, was invested with a garment of the 
same colour.40 Many yea.rs after this, the Divinity 
condescended to promise that every Christian who 
should overcome the temptations of the world, should 
be rewarded with a WHITE STOBB, •t as an unde
niable passport into the paradise of God. In a 
region blast with everlaating perfection, this colour 
receives its final and most exalted mark of distinc
tion. The glorified inheritors of those heavenly 
mansions, after being .washed and pr.wift«J in the 
blood of the LAMB, te shall be clothed in WIH16 
Raiment, ts ride on Wkite horses, tt and be seated on 
Waite thrones, .s for ever and ever. 

Supported and enooumged by these animating au
thorities, the early followers of Jes us Christ, invested 
the oa.techumens with a Waite Robe, like that worn 
by the heavenly vision which encouraged Judas 

ae Daniel xi. 85 ; xii. 10. 
38 Matt. xvii. 2. 
49 Mark xvi. 5. 

n Isaiah i. 18. 
• Ibid. xxviii. 8. 
41 Rev. ii. 17. 
43 Ibid. iii. 6 ; vi. 11. 43 Ibid. vii. 1'. 

44 Ibid. xix. 14. 45 Ibid. iii. 21 compared with u. 11. 
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-Maocabmus to purge 1rls country of it.a impurities,.ii 
. accompanied by this solemn charge : " Receive the 
. White and undefiled Garment, and produce it without 
spot before the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you may obtain eternal life. "•r In like manner 
Freemasons, when they invest a candidate with this 
distinguishing badge of their profession, tell him that 
it is the most exalted dignity that can be oonfemid ; 

. and exhort him not to disgrace it by actions which 
may reflect dishonour on the Order into which he 
has had the privilege to be admitted. 

The Masonic Apron is said to be more ancient 
. than the badge of any other honourable institution. 
·It was. used before the Greeks or Romans had a name. 
'rhe Argonautfo expedition is now generally believed 
to be only a figurative account of the Deluge; and 

·the Apron is unquestionably more ancient than that 
event ; it was therefore wom before the establishment 
of the idolatrous mysteries. We are certain, from 
undeniable authority; that the Apron was the first 
species of clothing with which mankind were ac
quainted, and was adopted before the expulsion . of 
our great progenitors from the garden of Eden. When 
they had violated the orgina.l compact, their eyes 
were opened to a sense of guilt and shame, and they 
saw that they were naked. De<'.ency suggested the 
necessary expedient of covering themselves with 
Aprons.48 

4" 2 MaooabeM :D. 8. 47 Star in the East, p. lli•. 
48 Geneaia m. 7. 



SIGNS ABD SYMBOL& 237 

The Apron worn by the Levitieal Priesthood was 
composed of the three Masonic colours,49 blue, purple, 

• White wu also introduced amongst the three prismatio 
colours, as appears from the woodcut, because white was an · 
emblem of purity. The stripes (Fig. S), 2, 6, 8, 10, connting 
from left to right, were white ; 1, I>, 7, 11, being blue ; 8 and 9 
crimlon ; the two borders at the top and bottom, blue, crimson, 
and yellow; the loop purple, yellow, and blue ; and the tassels, 
both abon and below, alternately blue and crimson. It was, in 
fact, &n Ephod. 

Fig. 3, 
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and crimson.llD And all the ancient statues of the 
heathen gods, which have been discovered in Egypt 
or Greece, Persia, Hindostan, or America, are uni
formly decorated with superb Aprons.61 Hence is 
deduced the antiquity of this article of apparel. 

It is further declared to be "more honourable," 
&c. The Apron appears to have been, in ancient 
times, an honorary badge of distinction. In the 
Jewish economy, none but the superior orders of the 
priesthood were permitted to adorn themselves with 
ornamental Girdles which were made of blue, purple, 
and crimson, decorated with gold upon a ground of 
:fine white J.inen ;M? while the inferior priest wore 
only plain white. The Indian, the Persian, the 
Jewish, the Ethiopian, and the Egyptian Aprons, 

ao Exod. x:o:ix. 1. These colours are used amongst Masons as 
the symbols of r&Dk ; aud the aprons are thus described in the 
Book ofConstitntions: "E.tered.4.pprentice,-A plain white lamb
skin, from 14 to .16 inches wide, 12 or 14 inches deep, square at 
bottom, and without ornament; white strings. Fell<ntl-craft,
A plain white lamb-skin, similar to that of the entered ap
prentice, with the addition only of two sky-blue rosettes at the 
bottom. Maner MtUOn,-The same, with sky-blue lining and 
edging ll inch deep, and an additional rosette on the mu or 
flap, and silver tassels. Gram.d Swa1-dl, premit and pall,
Aprons of the same dimensions, lined with crimson edging of 
the same colour Si inches deep, and silver tassels. Grand 
OjJWn of the UniUd Gram.d Lodge, :prt#lll, am.d _pcue,-Aprons of 
the same dimensions, lined with garter-blue, edging 3l inches, 
ornamented with gold, and blue strings ; and they may have 
the emblems of their offices, in gold or blue, in the centre. 

61 Vide the Plates to Belzoni's Operations and Discoveries in 
Egypt ; Humboldt's Researches in America, TOI. i. p. 138, &c. 

61 Exod. xxviii. 8. 
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though equally snperb, all bore a ch&racter distinct 
from each other.53 Some were plain white, others 

11 I subjoin specimens of the Egyptian (Fig. 4) and Ethiopian 
Apron• (Fig. 6), on the authority already mentioned, viz. Bro. 
Belzoni'• plates ; and it may be gratifying to uote the ioken of 

flK, •• 

approbation oonferred on ibis distiuguiahed traveller by our own 
Grand Lodge. It is well known ihat he lost his life in Africa 
in the year 1825, in which quarter of the globe he was initiated 
into Masonry, and which was the aoene of all bis active achieve· 
ments ; and so little Wiii he blessed with the benefits of fortune 
that, on receiving the unhappy tidings of his loss, his widow 
found heraelf wholly destitute of support. She had heard of 
Masonic benevolence, and made her appeal to the Grand Lodge, 
where the simple tale of real distreu is never preferred in vain. 
The Grand Master was induced to bring the caae under the 
notice of the member11. He stated that Bro, Belzoni was ini· 
tiated at Cairo in the Lodge of the Pyramids ; and during hi1 
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rlillldence at Cam.bridge he had beoome a member of ihe ·Lodge 
of the School of Plato,. in that place ; and as notice had been 
given in the General Committee of an intention to submit the 
matter to the Grand Lodge, His Royal Highness moved, and it 
was resolved unanimously, "That the Grand Lodge, deeply sym
pathizing with Mrs. Belzoni, on the irreparable loss which she,. 
as well as the lovers of science and literature, has BUBtained by 
the premature death of the la1ie Bro. Belzoni, do oontribu1ie the 
sum of £50 out of the Fund of Benevolenoe, in aid of the 
public subscription for her benefit." 

I ..... 
• Ill 

Fig. 5. 
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striped with blue, purple, and crimson; some were of 
wrought gold, others adorned and decorated with 
superb tassels and fringes.II~ 

In a word, though the principal honom· of the 
Apron may consist in its reference to innocence of 
conduct and purity of heart, yet it certainly appears 
through all ages to have been a most exalted badge 
of distinction. In primitive times it was rather an 
ecclesiastical than a civil decoration, although in 
some cases the Apron was elevated to great superiority 
as a national trophy. 'fhe Royal Standard of Persia 
(Durufsh-e-Kawanee) was originally an Apron in 
form and dimensions.1111 At this day it j.s connected 
with ecclesiastical honours; for the chief dignitaries 
of the Christian Church, wherever a legitimate 
establishment, with the necessary degrees of rank 
and subordination, is formed, are invested with Aprons 
a8 a. peculiar badge of distinction ; which is a colla~ 
teral proof of the fact, that Masonry was originally 
incorporated with the various systems of divine 
worship used by every people in the ancient world. 
Masonry retains the symbol or shadow, it cannot 
have renounced the reality or substance. 

~• Vide Belzoni, ut supra. 
65 Malcolm's Hist. Per. vol. i. p. 17 4. " When the king i" 

represented in the sculptures recently discovere.d at Nineveh, as 
engaged in the performance of some religious ceremony before 
the saered tree, or beneath the image of the deity, he appears 
to be peculiarly attired. His waist is encircled by a kind of 
knotted zone, the ends of which fall down almost to his feet. 
Suoh was probably the girdle with which the Persian disciples 
of Zoroaster were invested on their initiation." - (Layarcl, 
vol. ii. p. 4 72.) 

M 
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To you, Brethren, who are clothed in this exalt.eel 
badge, I need not recommend a systematic adherence 
to the virtues which it represents. .At your initiation 
you were taught that innocence of conduct and purity 
of heart, were expected to be your peculiar character
istics from the moment of your investiture with the 
.Apron . .56 Is it necessary for me to add, that Masonry 
expects from you an obedience to her precepts, if you 
are ambitious to share in her peculiar benefits 1 If 
any one of you should fail to become a perf8Ct Mad/Jr 
in the mysteries of Masonry (which is the lot of but 
few), you still cannot be at a loss to understand the 
value of her moral precepts ;-if you cannot fathom 
her deep and abstruse secrets, you may practise the 
benevolence and goodwill, the innocence and purity, 
which she recommends. 

It is not expected that every Mason should be 
perfectly versed in all her occult mysteries, but it is 
imperiously required that he practise the great and 
prominent virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity, 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice; that 
he may att.ain the reputation of a good and worthy 
Mason upon earth, and the rer.card of it in another 
and a better world. This is the perfection of the 
system. Your Faith and Hope must be made per-

541 The newly-initi&ted candid11.te, if be conBUlta his own inter
est, will meditate carefully on the instructions which were 
then implll'ted to him, when he returns to bis uBaal oacupa
tions ; and by that means fix them permanently in his memory 
u the elements of Masonic knowledge ; and, as we may •y, 
landmarks, to serve as subjects for mental deliberation and 
instructive remark. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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feet by Charity, or all your attainment.a will be 
nothing. You may speak with the tongues of men 
and angels ; you may have all wisdom and know
ledge, but if your Masonry, though founded on Faith 
and Hope, be not animated by Charity, it is only a 
worthless skeleton, and adds no brilliancy to your 
moral reputation. 

While your body, then, is girded with the Masonic 
Apron, let your soul be clothed with innocence ; let 
your thoughts be pure, your desires holy, your wishes 
sanctified ; assured that health and true pleasures 
depend solely on tempera.nee, and that the priva
tions of abstinence bear no proportion to the pain and 
misery arising from sloth, voluptuousness, or habitual 
intoxication. 

J[ 2 . 
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LECTURE XI. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LODGE. 

"Order is heaven's first law ; and this contest, 
Some are, and must be, greater than the rest." 

POPE. 

"On the tressel our Master draws angles and lines, 
There with freedom and fervency forms his designs; 
Not a picture on earth is so lovely to view, 
All his lines are so perfect, his angles so trne. 
In the west see the Wardens submissively stand, 
The Master to aid, and obey his command; 
The intent of his signals we perfectly know, 
And we ne'er take offence when he gives us a blow." 

MAsONIO SONG. 

IN the article of government and discipline Masonry 
stands high. We find in the earliest times, that all 
government was tk,.eefold; though until the time of 
the Jewish dispensation, the high offices of King, 
Priest, and Prophet, were united in one person. In 
Masonry however a. distinction was made much 
earlier; for at the flood Noah, Shem, and Japheth, 
were the presiding Officers of our Order ; and the 
same disposition has continued unaltered and unim
paired down to the present day. 

The Wisdom, the Strength, and the Beauty, of this 
arrangement may be estimated, by considering that 
a similar form of government was dictated by the 
Divinity for the observance of the Jewish and 
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Christian Churches; the former being governed by 
the High Priest, the Priests, and Levites, ; and the 
latter by Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

If we turn to the institutions of paganism, we find 
the same unvarying traces of government, which were 
doubtless derived from the mysteries of Noah, or in 
other words from the science of Freemasonry. In 
the mysteries of Greece, the principal Officers were 
'rhree. The chief person was the Hierophant, or 
revealer of holy things ; the next in rank and import
ance wns the Daduchus, or Torch-Bearer, so named 
from the custody of the Great and Sacred Lights, 
which were placed under his superintending care; 
the duty of the third, denominated Oeryx, was to 
proclaim, in a public manner, the will and pleasure 
of the Hierophant.1 

'l1he directors or superintendents of the Persian 
mysteries were also tbree in number ; ~ the Priest or 

1 There was also another important personage in these 
mysteries, who, without any portion of supreme authority, 
was nsually employed about the Altar, and called Oepiboma. 
The three principal Officers were supposed to represent the 
Sun, the Moon, and Mercury. The inferior Officers appointed 
to superintend the less important departments of the myste
ries, and to assist the chief governors in the execution of their 
respective duties, were four; and usually denominated Epimeletts. 
-(Potter's Arch. Gree. b, ii. c. 20.) 

• " The initiations of Mithras were horrible, according to 
the commentators upon S. Gregory Nazianzen. The Persians 
(say they) think that Mithras is the same with the Sun ; they 
offer many sacrifices to him ; no one can be initiated into 
Mithras, unless he undergoes several kinds of punishments, 
and shows himself as it were impassible, and is of an un· 
Llemished character. It ia affirmed that there are four-score 
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Archimagus, the Archpresule, and the Presule, 
because the number tkrefJ was esteemed perfect, and 
included many extraordinary virtues ; and it is ea.id 
in the reputed Oracles of Zoroaster, "The mind of 
the Father decreed that all things should be divided 
into THREE." 

We have already seen that the same arrangement 
prevailed in India, 3 the chief Officer being placed in 
the East to represent Brahma, or the rising Sun; his 
two colleagues in the West and South, representing 
Vishnu and Siva, a.s the setting and meridian Sun.• 
The three superior orders of men under whose pre
sidency the Gothic mysteries were placed, called the 
Drottes, the Scabh, and the Di1'iner1, were believed 
to possess many supernatural endowments, which 
invested the mysteries with a distinguished celebrity, 
that made every candidate for military fame anxious 
to participate in their privileges. 

kinds of puuishments, which he must BUft'er one after the other 
in order to be initiated. He must firat for several days swim 
acroee a large water; he must throw himself into the fire; he 
muat live a long time in the wildernBllB without food; and if, 
after 11Uoh a gradatiou of punishmeuts, to the number of four
aoore, he is still a.live, then he is initiated into the mOllt hol7 
my1t.eries."-(Montf. Ant. vol, ii. p. 11.) 

3 Page137. 
• The attendant Mystagogues, clad in PaCred vestment&, 

having their heads covered, each with a pyramidal cap, em
blematical of the spiral flame, or the solar ray, were aeat.ed. 
around iu respectful sileuce. Thua disposed in solemn guise, 
the well·knowu signal from the holy bell 1Ummoued the upirant 
into the centre of this august &98embly ; 1112d the iuitiation com
msuoed with an anthem to the great God of nature, whethe1·aa 
the Creator, Preserver, or Destroyer, 
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The presiding Officers in the Druidical mysteries 
were a.lso three, and named Oadeiriaitk, the Principal, 
stationed in the East; G01·onwy, who represented the 
Moon, occupied a place in the West ; and Fleidu:r 
F'lam, the meridian Sun, stationed in the South. 
Other subordinate Officers were necessary to the due 
celebration of the mysteries. Amongst these were 
principally Syu:edydd the mystagogue, who assisted 
the Archdruid in illustration; and Ysgu:u:edydd, 
a. Revealer of Secrets, who communicated to the 
initiated aspirant the mysterious tokens of the Order. 
The two great Lights of heaven were of some import
ance in these rites. The Sun was a symbol of the 
superior god Hu, because he is the great source of 
Light, and the Ruler of the day. The mild sovereign 
of the night typified the supreme goddess Kyd or 
Ceridwen, in whose sacred cauldron were involved all 
the mysteries of this complicated superstition. In 
fact, "the Cauldron" was. a technical term com
prising the entire system, whether considered under 
the denomination of doctrine or discipline, philosophy, 
legislation, or morality, of which these mysteries were 
composed. Hence, tke Sun, the Moon, and Oadei
riaitk, or tke A roll.druid, formed indispensable and 
constituent parts of Druidism; the two former as 
patrons, and the latter as the authorized dispenser of 
the contents of the sacred cauldron.5 

6 In Greece the three principal Officers represented the Sun, 
Moon, and Mercury; in India Br"hma, Vishnu, and Seeva ; in 
Peraia Mithraa or the Sun, Fire, and Light ; in Symbolical 
Masonry, Solomon, H. K. T., and H. A. B. ; and in the Royal 
Arch, Z., H., and J. 
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It may be unnecessary to enumerate any. other 
instances in detail; suffice it to say, that the govern":' 
ment of all the mysterious institutions known in the 
world has been invariably the same. 

'fhe government of a Mason's Lodge, in like 
manner, is vested in Three Superior Officers, who are 
seated in the East, West, and South, to represent 
the rising, setting, and meridian Sun. 'fhey are 
distinguished by significant J cwels which are highly 
emblema.tical of their respective duties : and depicted 
by Three Lesser Lights, which symbolize the Sun, the 
Moon, and the Master ; to intimate that as the Sun 
rules the day, and the Moon the night, with undevi
ating regularity, so ought the Master to rule with 
equal precision, that order and harmony may be as. 
visibly displayed in a Mason's Lodge as in the uniform 
movements of the celestial system. Hence we find 
that the Master's authority in the Lodge, is despotic 
as the Sun in the firmament, which was placed there 
by the Creator, never to deviate from its accustomed 
course, till the declaration is promulgated that time 
shall be no more. 6 

ft A writer in the Masonic Review, published at OincinnaTI• 
(1847), thus descants on the privileges of a Warden: "It is the 
duty of the Master of a Lodge to preside at all times, when 
present (except the Grand Master be in attendance), and dis
charge all the duties pertaining to his office." The Rules and. 
Regulations for the government of subordinate Lodges, adopted 
by the Grand Lodge of Ohio, and now in force in this state, 
provide that, " In the absence of the Master, the Senior or 
Junior Wardens, according to rank, shall succeed to the duties 
of his station." This would seem to be conclusive, so far as the 
Lodges in Ohio are concerned. But some suppose that the 
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To this purpose, the old Regulations of Masonry 
provide that "the Rulers and Governors," supreme and 
subordinate of t.he ancient Lodge, are to be obeJ!ed in 
their respective stations by all the brethren, according 
to the old charges and regulations, with all humility, 
t't'D8re11oe, lO'De, and alaorit!f." And in the same 
code, directions are given to the brethren as follows : 
" You are not to hold private Committees, or sepa
rate conversation, witkout lea'De from tke Master, nor 
to talk of anything impertinently or unseemly, nor 
interrupt the Master or Wardens, or n.ny other 
brother speaking to the Master: nor behave yourself 
ludicrously or jestingly while the Lodge is engaged 
in what is serious and solemn ; nor use any unbe...: 
coming language on any pretence whatever; but to 
pa!f due re1Jeren08 to !JO Ur Master, Wardens, and 
Fellou:s, and put them to worship." 

'I1owards the well-governing of a Lodge of Masons, 
I would recommend moderation in the superior 
Officera, and subordination in the Brethren ; for 
without mutual good-will, equanimity of temper, 
and reciprocal forbearance, the superstructure will 
crumble to decay, and the Lodge, sooner or later, 
be inevitably dissolved. Be scrupulously cautious 

Senior Warden shall succeed to the duties of the Mast.er, in hie 
absence, only so far as to preside in the transaction of ordinary 
business, but not so far as to confer degrees. The regulation 
makes no such exception; the power granted to the Warden is 
to discharge the duties of the MMter in hie absence-all hie 
duties: and if it be the duty of the MR.Ster, when present, to 
confer degrees, that duty devolves upon the Warden preRent, 
next in rank, when the Master is absent." 

M3 
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in the choice of candidates ; '1 ·for the admission of 
one improper person may bring discredit on Masonry, 
ca.use confusion amongst brethren, introduce dis
putes and needless controversies into the Lodge, and 
finally banish from your Society many worthy and 
excellent associa.tes.8 Let none be initiated into 
Masonry but those who are liter<illy " good men . 
and true, free, and of mature and discreet age ; no 
bondmen, no immoral or scandalous men, but of 
good report."9 Let the requisitions of the Grand 

7 A candida.te should never be introduced into a. Lodge on the 
niere consideration of augmenting the funds by the amount of 
the initiation-fee; which, independently of its being the basest 
of all stimulating motives, m~ be attended with consequences 
more injurious to the well-being of the Lodge, than the fee, ten 
time• told, would be able to repair. 

• In the By-lsws of some of the American Lodges the candi
date is required to answer the following questions previous to 
initiation :-"ls~. Are you addicted to the use of ardent spirits 
to excess ! 2nd. Are you addicted to gaming! 3rd. Are you 
addicted to profane a wearing!" If the candidate shall answer 
either of these questions in the affirmative, it shall be the duty 
of those whose oflice it may be to 1·equire of the candidate his 
solemn p1·omise that he will henceforth deNt from such habit; 
and to inform him that unless he atrictly observe such promise, 
he cannot remain a member of the Lodge ; and although his 
petition may have been received and acted upon, as required by 
these by-la.we, yet, if the candidate refuse to make the promise 
as aforesaid, it sha.11 be the duty of the Officer to inform him 
that he cannot be admitted into the Lodge. 

9 In a Report presented to the Grand Lodge of Ohio, from 
the committee of foreign correspondence, I find the following 
interesting passage :-"Au inquiry is being made in many 
quarters, whether bodily infirmity must necessarily exclude a 
candidate from our mysteries! The most ancient 1·ule required. 
that he be fioeebol'Il ; of mature and discreet age; of good report ; 
of sufficient natural endowments, and the senses of a man ; with 
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Lodge on this point be strictly adhered to.10 Mr. 
Hutchinson very judiciously says, "The principles 
which alone should attend a candidate for initiation 
into our Society, are pathetically represented in the 
fifteenth Psalm." 11 I subjoin for your consideration, 

an estate, office, trade, occupation, or some visible way of 
acquiring an honest livelihood ; upright in body, not deformed 
or dismembered, but of hale a.nd entire limbs." Modem prac
tice, however, 11&11ctioned by many high authorities, does not 
require a rigid adherence to every specification of this ancient 
rule. The Grand Lodge of Mississippi, through their committee, 
assign the following reasons for authorizing a limited departure 
therefrom:-" Masonry originated in an a.ge of the world com
paratively rude and barbarou&-&t a time when strength of body 
was more valued than vigour of intellect. It was instituted by 
an U110Ciation of men uuited together for the protection of 
physical labours. But, even at this early period, their ties and 
obligations were fraternal This made them solicitous to ex
dude from the fraternity all who were likely to become burthen
eome rather than useful; and, consequently, to require that 
initiate& should be whole in body as well as sound in mind. 
But the world is changed. This institution is now become 
speculative and moral It has entirely lost its operative charac
ter. The reason for requiring bodily perfection in candidates 
has ceased to exist ; and therefore to continue the regulation 
would be absurd. The Grand Lodges in the United States and 
Europe have generally dispensed with it." The Grand Master 
also decided, that "a loss, or partial deprivation of those physi· 
cal organs which minister alone to the action of the body, do not 
.disqualify a man from being a Mason." 

10 It is essentially necessary that every candidate should 
midergo the ordeal of a regular proposition and ballot, when hie 
name and profession shall have been forwarded to every mem
ber in the summons. And if, on the ballot, three black balls 
.appear against him, he cannot, on any pretence, be admitted. 

11 Sp. of Mas. p. 192, ed. 1775. "Lord, who shall dwell in 
Thy tabernacle: or who shall rest upon Thy holy hill¥ Even he 
that leadeth an uncorrupt life : and doeth the thing which is 
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the judicious remarks of Brother Noorthouck on 
this important subject, as worthy of being written in 
letters of gold. 

" It is to be lamented that the indulgence sub
joined to this wholesome injunction (no Lodge shall 
ever make a Mason without due inquiry into his 
character) should weaken the regard seriously due to 
it ; for as no man will build his house upon a bog or 
" quicksand, a man of suspicious integrity will be 
found equally unfit to sustain the character of a. true 
Mason ; and if some corresponding regard to worldly 
circumstances were included, it would operate more 
for the welfare and credit of the Society.12 Charity 

right, and speakelh the truth from his heart. He that hath used 
no deceit in bis tongue, nor done evil to bis neighbour : and 
hath not slandered his neighbour. He that setteth not by him· 
self, but is lowly in his own eyes : and maketh much of them 
that fear the Lord. He that swearetb unto hie neighbour, and 
disappointetb him not : though it were to his own hindrance. 
He that hath not given bis money upon usury, nor taken 
reward against the innocent. Whoso doeth these things shall 
never fall." 

12 In the Masonic Review, published at Cincinnati (U. S.), 
in 1841, we find the following astounding information :-"In 
Ohio there is not only a great diversity in work and lectures, 
but in some instances old and constitutional laws have been: 
utterly disregarded. Men tcithout arms have been admitted; 
men with 1cooden lega have come in. Petitions have been enter
tained from men entirely blind; and we have been informed, 
that the records of at least one Lodge show that even women. 
have been recogn:zed, and mock degrees conferred upon tliem in 
the Lodge. We ~peak out plainly, for unless such practices are 
arrested, farewell to ancient Masonry. Men placed in the re
Bpnnsihle position of Masters of Lodges, should be required to 
possess a more accurate knowledge of the laws of Masonry, and 
should be held to a stricter accountability." 
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is a leading feature in the Masonic character ; we 
deem ourselves bound to assist a distressed brother to 
the utmost of our power ; but surely this humane 
obligation does not extend to receiving men amongst 
us, whose imprudence and precarious circumstances 
obviously tend to reduce them to be objects of charity. 
Nothing is more common than for giddy young men 
just entering into life, to join the Society with the 
mere sinister view of extending their connections : 
such men dissipate their time, money, and attention, 
in running about from one Lodge to another, where 
they rather aim to distinguish themselves in the 
licentious character of jolly companions, than in the 
more discreet one o{ steady, good Masons; and 
finally close their Masonic career by loading the 
table in the Committee-room with petitions for 
charity! 13 The number of these applications reduces 
our benefactions to such scanty portions, that instead 
of being of effectual service in extricating men from 
the occasional difficulties of life, they seldom amount 
to more than the instant supply of pressing neces
sities, without reaching the cause of those necessities ; 
whereas, were the brethren more select, fewer dis
tresses would come before them; those which did come 

13 But it is otherwise with the well-instructed brother, whose 
taste has been matured by reflection and experience; and whose 
mental eye bas been opened to the rich and varied scenes which 
are brought in succession under his view. His relish for them 
increases with every new acquisition ; and he pronounces Free
masonry the vehicle which has opened such unlooked-for sources 
of enjoyment, to be the best and most desirable of all human 
institutions. 
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would be more deserving of relief, and might obtain 
it from a more liberal hand." 16 

" Once more ; the fraternity of Masons being 
everywhere distinguished by their kind reception and. 
friendly assistance of strange brethren on journeys, 
ctr on their arrival to settle among them, gives rise to 
another abuse, teeming with evil effects. A man on 
the point of removing to a. distant country, recollects 
that the certificate of being a. Mason will be a. con
venient general letter .of recommendation. He ac
cordingly geta himself proposed through a second, 
third, or fourth hand, and must be hurried through 
all the degrees in one evening, because he is to set 

14 On t.he subject of non-contributing Masone, the Grand 
Muter of Wiecomin, U.S., says:-" Some action on the part of 
the Grand Lodge seems to be necessary, the more perfectly to 
define, and the better to support the jurisdiction of subordinate 
Lodges over Masons not members. All 1Ucb hesitate not to 
claim the benefits of the Order on convenient or necessary occa-
11iona. It is but just that they should, in the days of their 
proeperity, help to natain an Order to which they fty in the 
hour of advenity for &id and OOD110lation, The obligations of 
fraternity and conformity are voluntarily assumed. They need 
never interfere with one's duty in any other relation of life. 
An entire cotd>rmity of Masonic precept and practice cannot 
but promote the individual's beat interest, and it can never be 
admitted that any member can throw oft' bis obligations to the 
craft, while the tie towards him remains unbroken and unim
paired. As well may the citizen witbd.rR.w from the government, 
ihe children from the parent, the branch from the trunk. The 
payment of dues is never made imperative uPc:!n any brother 
whose circumstances render him incompetent to diecharge them 
without injury; while submiBSion to the voice of the majority, 
fairly expreued, is one of our fundamental laws, to the observ· 
ance of which we are bound by all our Masonic rules." 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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off early the next moming.15 Thus, by trusting to 
a vague recommendation, a Lodge prostitutes the 
institution for a paltry fee, vests an utter stranger 
with a. character he knows nothing of, and furnishes 
him with a credential, empowering him, should he be 
basely disposed, to abuse the generous confidence of 
the brethren wherever he goes, to tk8 injur!I of worlh!J 
men iclio may afteru:ards tra-c.el tke eame road."16 

As a fundamental recommendation, let both Officers 
and Brethren be, on all occasions, strictly observant 
of the immutable Rules of Masonry, and the ordi
nances of the Grand Lodge. Without a uniform 
attention to discipline, no society can expect to be 

13 The Grand Lodge of Arkansas, U.S., has made the fol
lowing judicious law, respecting such non-contributing Masons. 
"Whereas, it has become the practice of many professing to be 
Masons, and who claim and enjoy all the privileges of Masonry, 
without contributing one cent towards the support of the same : 
Be it resolved by this Grand Lodge, that a tax fee of one dollar 
per year be collected from all Masons who are not members of 
some Lodge or Chapter ; and the Lodges under whose juris· 
diction they shall reside, are hereby empowered to collect the 
same. And the said tax shall be especially appropriated to the 
charity-fund of some Lodge. Aud at the next communication 
the Lodges be required to transmit an account of all moneys 
received from such fund, as well as the names of persons from 
whom received, and the namea of all that fail to pay tke aame; 
when the Grand Lodge shall take such steps in the matter as 
shall be deemed expedient-either to suspend or expel such 
brother from all Masonic rights." 

16 Noorth. Const. p. 893, note. A candidate ought never to 
show his fare in a Lodge after his initiation, until he has 
mastered his Qualification Questions, which fonn the test of hie 
application and zeal. They are easily acquired, not difficult to 
remember, and a knowledge of them is absolutely essential to 
the establiBhment of any reputation in Masonry. 
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permanently successful ; and discipline can only be 
supported in all its beauty, and all its efficacy, by 
pursuing, in an undeviating course, that line of con
duct marked out by the wisdom of our superior 
governors, and laid down in broad chara-0ters in the 
Book of Constitutions.17 Subordination to lawfully 
constituted powers is the law of nature. It may 
be traced in every civil institution which divine or 
human wisdom has established for the common good 
of man. 

The primitive patriarch was the legitimate head of 
his family; and he officiated, by divine command, 
as king and priest. Every national scheme of 
government is invigorated with a supreme ruler, 
either elective or hereditary, to whose authority all 
the members are necessarily subordinate.18 In do-

17 " When I speak of the importance of studying Masonry," 
Bro. Moore observes in his lecture delivered before the Har· 
mony Lodge, in Cincinnati, " I do not mean by this, the actual 
work, as it is practised in our Lodges, for on this branch we 
have weekly and nightly illustrations. Not her language, he1· 
arms, her livery, or her ornaments-but herself-the active, 
living, deathless principle, which constitutes the vitality and 
the soul of Masonry." 

1• "Patriots of old or modern times," says Bro. Myers, in his 
oration, at Columbus, U.S., " whose membership has reflected 
honour on our institution, confirm the position, that Free
ma.soury inculc4tes a love of country. From the peregrinations 
of the Hebrews through 'the wilderness, eonducted by Moses, 
to the building of the Temple a.t Jerusalem, a.nd down to the 
present time, all those distinguished patriots who adorned the 
r.espective ages in which they lived, .have almost universa.lly 
embraced the principles of Freemasonry. In modern times, we 
find the immortal Wa.8hington, the father of his country, who 
founded a. Lodge at Alexandria.. We find Franklin, the states-
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mestic life, children are placed by nature under
the control of their parents; the brethren of the_ 
Lodge, in like manner, are under the domination 
of its Master ; who, in his turn, though supreme 
in his own Lodge, is amenable to the Grand 
Lodge for every undue and improper exertion of 
power. The laws and ordinances promulgated by 
the Grand Lodge, being the source and fountain of 
our protection, are entitled to the utmost reverence 
and respect from every denomination of Masons. 
"A Lodge is a place where Masons assemble and 
work; hence an assembly, or duly organized society 
of Masons, is called a Lodge ; and every brother 
ought to belong to one, and ought to be subject 
to its by-laws, and the general regulations.19 All the 

man and sage. General Warren, who fought so valiantly, and 
died so honourably on Bunker's Hill, was Grand Master of a 
Lodge at Boston. Of the fifty-six signers of the declaration of 
Independence, all were Masons except four ; and every one of 
the brigadier-generals in the Revolution were Masons." 

'" A correspondent from Georgia, U.S., proposes the follow- . 
ing inquiry :-"Can a member of a Lodge, being present at a. 
balloting for a candidate, refuse to cast his vote, when th& 
petition has been regularly received, and the person refuaing to 
vote having no constitutional scruples as to the proceedings, and 
no objection to the candidate T" To which it may be replied, 
"That when a brother joins a Lodge, he noes it with the under
standing, and under an obligation to support the regulations, 
and to render his best services in performing the duties of the 
Lodge. One of these duties is, the balloting for candidates 
for initiation. We are aware that this duty is frequently 
avoided in the Lodge, and so are many other Ma.sonic duties, or 
we should all be better Masons. But it is the principle, and 
not the practice, we are discussing. A bad practice cannot. 
vitiate or impair the validity of a good principle." The consti-
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tools in working shall be approved by the Graud 
Lodge, &c."10 

There are many minor points necessary to be ob
served towards ruling and governing a Lo~cre of 
:Masons with complete success. The Master and 
Officers should always be pnnctnal in their atten
dance, and observe the hour of meeting with scrupu
lous exactness ; for correct conduct in Officers will 
invariably produce a corresponding accuracy in the 
the brethren. I know nothing which tends more to 
disgust and sour the mind than the unprofitable 
employment of waiting impatiently for the atten
dance of the superior Officers, with a probable expec
tation of being disappointed at last. If there be not 
an absolute certainty that the Lodge will be opened, 
and the minutes read, at the proper hour,21 it must 
be expected that the members will visibly relax in 
point of punctuality, and in the end fall away alto
gether. If the system is to be kept vigm-ous and 
healthy, activity and address, perseverance and energy 
are required on the part of its principal functionaries ; 
for if once they allow the body, of which they are 

tati.on1 of the Grand Lodge of ~usetts contain thia 
regulation :-" Enr7 member present shall vote on the ballot 
for a caadiclate unlem excused by the Lodge." .And this we 
oonlider to be a geod ll1ld oollllll'fttive Masonic rule. 

• Ancient Cbarp. 
91 Itilalawofthe Grand Lodge of Ohio, that:a neglect to read 

ad approve the minutes at every regular meeting, is highly re
prehellllible ; but should anch reading and approval ba omitted 
until the next meeting, all Master Masons present, being actual 
memben, are legally entitled to vote on all propoeitiona sub
miMed to the Lodge for ite action. 
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the head, to become lax and feeble, decay and dis· 
solution are the inevitable consequences. Let the 
three superior Officers diligently and conscientiously 
perform tlteir duty, and then there will be little fea.r 
of irregularity or defection on the part of the inferior 
members.12 

The same policy will dictate the impropriety of 
exceeding the prescribed time of closing the Lodge. 
Late hours are always objectionable, but they are 
more particularly so when applied to Masonry. The 
institution being founded in secrecy, a natural pre
j udice a.rises and · is cherished in the bosom of our 
families, which can be softened and nullified only by 
early hours and correct conduct in all our Masonic 
transactions. But how are those suspicious prejudices 
nourished by an untimely return to our homes, after 
a meeting protracted, perhaps, by intemperate dis· 
cussions, in which hostile and unbrotherly passions 
have prevailed, wholly dissonant with the benign 

_principles of the Order we professedly meet to 
illustrate and enforce. The usual routine of busi
ness may always be performed within the proper 
limits. 

I would recommend to all :hf.asters, never so far to 
lose sight of the best interests of Masonry, as to 
suffer any ca.use to interfere with the judicious 
regulations enforced in the by-laws respecting the 

"' Every good Mason will firmly resist the admiaaion of any 
person whatever, whose moral oh&raeter does not correspond. 
with the requisitions contained in the ancient charge. anll 
constitutions of Masonry. 
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very important duty of closing the Lodge at the 
prescribed hour. 

This is of vital consequence to the reputation of 
the Craft ; for, as a body of Masons, we ought assidu-
ously to cultivate2 by strict regularity and decorum ( 
in our proceedings, the commendation of the worthy , 
and the good, amongst whom we live. The public 
have no cognizance of what passes in the tyled 
recesses of the Lodge, except through the indiscre-
tion of unworthy brethren ; but the hour of de
parture is most carefully marked; and if it be 
11Diformly protracted beyond a seasonable time of 
night, the character of Masonry will suffer a depre
ciation commensurate with the imprudence of the 
erring brethren. And this is wholly chargeable on 
the Master, for it is to him alone that the hour of 
dismission is entrusted. If he be weak enough to 
allow the brethren a latitude in this point, he betrays 
the interests committed to his charge, and is un
worthy to retain a distinguished office in this ancient 
and honourable Fraternity. 

Let the Master be very cautious about expulsions.23 

23 "Expulsion from a Lodge," our ingenious Brother Mackey 
observes, "deprives the party expelled of all the rights and 
privileges that he ever enjoyed, not only as a member of the 
particular Lodge from which he has been rejected, but also of 
those which were inherent in him as a member of the Fraternity 
at large. He is, at once, as completely divested of his Masonic 
character as though he had never been admitted, so far as 
regards his rights, while hia dutiea and obligations 1·emain as jil'm 
as ever-it being impossible for any human power to cancel them. 
He can no longer demand the aid of his brethren, when in 
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If a brother grossly misconduct himself, let him be 
admonished privately; try every gentle means to 
convince him of his errors ; probe the wound with a 
delicate hand, and use every mild expedient to work 
his reform. Perhaps he may save his brother, and 
give to society a renewcJ and valuable member. If 
this fail of its effect, and he remain incorrigible, the 
Master will grieve to use stronger means ; but rather 
than the reputation of Masonry should suffer, these 
must be resorted to ; and at the final extremity of 
expulsion, let him sh:>w his brother, when he is 
bidding him a last farewell in that character, that it 
is for the benefit of the Order alone, and not from 
any vindictive motive of private resentment, that 
the ultimate measure has been determined on, by 
the deliberate and unanimous sentence of the whole 
Lodge.24 

distress, nor demand from them the perrormance or any duty to 
which be was Connerly entitled, nor viait any Lodge, nor unite 
in any of the public or private ceremonies of the Order. He is 
considered as being without the pale, and it would be criminal 
in any brother, aware of his expulsion, to hold communication 
with him on Masonic subjects." 

.. A question was asked in 1847, by a member of the Grand 
Lodge of Illinois, whether it be in accordance with the true 
principles of Masonry, that a suspension from a Chapter should 
act as a suspension from a blue Lodge ?-which was thus a.nswerd 
by the editor of the Masonic Review:-" The jurisdiction of 
Lodges, Chaptera, and Encampments, is limited, and clearly con· 
fined to membera of their own bodies, or such as have taken the 
degrees which pertain respectively to those bodies. A Grand Lodge 
can make oo law that 'll7ill be binding upOfl a Royal.Arch M aaon, a1_ 
ruch; nor can a Grand Chapter mah law to regulak the aymbolical 
de!/'l·tu. A Master Mason haa the inalienable right to be tried 



262 SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 

One other caution I would offer, l\,crainst a practice 
teeming with fatal consequences. Let the Master 
of a. Lodge discourage, on all occasions, that itching 
propensity which incites a brother to 1nake motio11s 
on indifferent or trifling subjects. Any motion, on 
which the Lodge is divided, must be to a certain 
extent injurious, amongst so many various habits, 
views, and propensities, as usually constitute a Lodge 
of Mn.sons: but there are times and subjects when 
this is unavoidable, and if circumscribed within 
proper limits, the evil effects may be cotmteracted by 
policy ; but if a Master once gives way to a habit of 
debate, and members fond of displaying their rheto
rical powers meet with encouragement from the 
chair, the growing evil carries ruin in its train; 
division disunites the brethren; parties are formed 
by a systematic canvass to carry improper motions 
into effect, and distrust is the mildest consequence 
to be expected ; for every division leaves a certain 

by his peers,-n.nd, if dissatisfied, the right of appeal to the Grand 
Lodge. When a Master Mason receives the Cltapter degrees, 
he acquires the rights, and comes under the responsibilities of "' 
Royal Arch Mason, 'IDitlwut forfeitimg hia pi·t1Jiom'bg acquired 
rights ancl ~iu. A Royftl Arch MaROn migM commit an 
act for which he could be justly suspended or expelled from a 
Cb11.pter, about which a blue Lodge could know nothing ; and 
~r wbioh he could not, co11eeqnently, be expelled or SUBpended 
by a blue Lodge. It therefore follows inevitably, that a law 
which requires a suepension or expulsion from a Chapter, to be 
eensiderecl, i"' aU Ctl8t8, ae working the same infliction in a blue 
Lodge is in itself wrong, and, a1 a Master Mr111JO'I&, the individlla.l 
n•l'B a punishment which no law known within the limits of 
the Master's degree provides, 
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portion of the members discontented ; in the warmth 
of debate, strong and objectionable phrases and 
reflections may be indiscreetly used, which leave a. 
thorn rankling in the bosom of those at whom they 
are levelled ; and in the end, the minority are certain 
to relax in their attendance, if not to withdraw 
themselves altogether from an institution where their 
counsels are rejected, and their opinions treated with 
contempt. 

The possession and exercise of authority is a matter 
of honourable and proper ambition in every Brother 
who really prizes the institution into which he has 
been initiated, and who wishes to render his Masonry 
productive of its legitimate fruits, the moral improve
ment of his mental faculties. It is to be regretted, 
however, that this ambition, so praiseworthy when 
exercised within due bounds, is too frequently 
indulged, even to an unlimited extent, by brethren 
who, though in other respects worthy, do not possess 
the requisite talent or industry to confer distinction. 
Or, in other words, the ambition is more frequently 
for the office, than for the qualification to execute 
it with credit to themselves, or benefit to the com~ 
mnnity over which they have been called on to 
preside. 

If the superior Officers of a Lodge be unacquainted 
with the principles of the Institution, it can scarcely 
be expected to prosper. ~5 Should the Master be 

H Every Lodge should be careful to prmde it.eel£ wiih a 
Master and Officers who are not only capable of performing 



264 SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. 

ignorant of his work, the brethren will soon learn to 
despise his authority. To speak in the technical 
language of Masonry; if he be unpossessed of the 
art of drawing designs, how are the Fellow Crafts to 
execute, or the Apprentices to be instructed 1 In 
the discharge of his momentous duties, he is expected 
to rule and govern his Lodge with the same precision 
and effect as the sun rules the day, and the moon 
the night ; else how can he be consistently classed 
with those two grand luminaries 1 Why is he sta
tioned in the east, but because, as the east is a place 
of light, it is his duty to enlighten the understanding 
of his brethren 1 And how can he discharge this 
paramount obligatiou, unless he himself is fully im
bued with the tnie principles of Light 1 

To maintain his authority, the Master of a Lodge 
must possess talent- moral virtue-and courtesy 
blended with firmness. He must teach both by pre
cept and example, Faith the most lively, Hope the 
most pure, Charity the most· unfeigned. He must 
inculcate Temperance unmoved, except by the de
lights of science ; Fortitude unshaken alike by pros
perity and adversity ; Prudence united with inflexible 
Justice; and he is bound to instruct the brethren 
in the development of that mysterious and important 

their duties well, but who will make a point of executing every 
part of the ceremony of initiation with promptitude and pre· 
cision ; because the impression on the candidate's mind will take 
its permanent stand in accordance with the solemnity and 
decorum by whii:h his first introduction into a Lodge is accom· 
panied. 
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fact, ·that man was not created to promote the selfish 
purposes of bis own interest alone, but to use his best 
endeavour$ to advance the welfare of others; and, 
above all, to elucidate that leading secret of Free
masonry-the absolute necessity of acquiring a prac
tical knowledge of ourselves.26 

If, then, it be the Master's province to instruct 
others, he must be conscious that ignorance in him
self is totally inexcusable. He cannot enforce on 
ihe younger brethren the necessity of ruling and 
governing their passions-of keeping a tongue of 
good report-of practising all the duties of morality 
and social order-unless he exhibit an example of 
these virtues in his own person. If he be insincere,. 
his praise of 'rrnth will stand for nothing ; if he be 
not charitable, he cannot consistently recommend the 
practice of Relief ; nor if he be factious, can he dilate, 
with any effect, on t.he exercise of the most beautiful 
feature in the Masonic system, Brotherly Love or 
Charity ; that glorious emanation of the Deity, di
't'ested of which, Freemasonry would be unworthy of 
at.tention. 

Without these essential qualifications, the Chair 
will be bereft of its influence ; the Master's authority 
will be disregarded by the brethren ; and disorder· 

tG A brother who- ia ignorant of these preliminary tokens of 
Masonic knowledge, ia little better than a cowan; and will 
nenr attain any status in the Order, or be fit for the lowest and 
moRt insignificant offices ; and as to the superior ones,-though 
he may covet them never ao ardently, they will be- entire 
beyond his reach. 

N 
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and disunion, though delayed, will not be th~ less 
certain to ensue. 

Let not these hints be despised, or deemed useless 
and impertinent. They are the result of long expe
rience in the art of governing a Lodge ; which is a 
much more difficult task than unskilful brethren are 
willing to admit. Something more is necessary to 
constitute a perfect Master than the mere compe
tency to repeat certain forms of opening, closing, 
qualifications, and lectures.!lf These, though abso
lutely essential, are but the technical trappings of a. 
ruler in Masonry. Sterling good sense, accomplished 
manners, long experience, a perfect knowledge of 
men and things, calmness and command of temper, 

~ And these are openly published by some of the AmeriC&D 
Grand Lodges. It is true, a report of the Committee on 
Foreign affairs, appointed by the Grand Lodge of North CSro
liua, states that, " the execution of the text-book ordered to be 
prepared by the Baltimore Convention, and which wa& prepared 
by Brothers Carnegy and Moore, the majority or the Committee 
appointed for that purpose, has been rejected by the Grand 
Lodges of Virginia and Pennsylvania, and denounced in highly 
indecorous terms by Brother Dove, the President of that Con· 
vention. Your Committee deem it unnecessary to go into a 
dillCU88ion of the merits and demerits of this work-the TRBsTLB 
BoABD. U is, like all other human productions, not ~«:C; 
yet, in the opinion of your Committee, it is decidedly superior 
to any work known to them, for the illustrations and explanaUon 
of the first Three Degrees of Masonry. It has received the 
sanction of your body, and your Committee regret that Brother 
Dove and the Grand Lodges of Virginia and Pennsylvania did 
not await, bei>re denouncing it in such acrimonious tenDll, 
the. assembling of the Convention at Winchester, where its 
alleged errors and defects might have been pointed out and 
rectified." 
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prudence and foresight, added to a graceful and natu
ral flow of eloquence, are unitedly necessary to form 
an efficient governor of the Craft ; and he who as
sumes this high and most important office without 
possessing the greater part of these essentials, is in 
danger of exposing himself to the animadversion, if 
not to the ridicule, of his brethren. 

N 2 
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LEOTURE XII. 

CONCLUSION OF THE COUP.SE. 

" --VmTUB thus 
Sets forth and magnifies herself; thus feeds 
A calm, a beautiful, a silent fire 
From the incumbrances of mortal life, 
From error-disappointment-nay, from guilt, 
And sometimes, so relenting J u1tice wills, 
From palpable oppressions of despair." 

WORDSWORTH. 

" How ought a Mason's Lodge to be situate t 
Due Ea11t and West. 
Why soT 
Because all churches, chapels, and places of Divine Worship, 

are or ought to be so situated." OLD LECTUBES. 

HAVING now arrived at the conclusion of my 
labours, I flatter myself that the results of the whole 
investigation will be apparent and intelligible. The 
antiquity of Freemasonry may be deduced from the 
similarity of our rites to those of the mysteries ; and 
we can only account for the resemblance which the 
ceremonies and doctrines of distant nations bear to 
each other, by supposing that they were all dcri¥ed 
f1'9m some great primitive system which was practised 
when mankind lived together as a single family. It 
is morally impossible on any other principle, that the 
same events, perpetuated by the same ceremonies 
and symbols, and the same secret system of commu-
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nication, could subsist in nations so widely separated 
as to preclude all possibility of intercourse between 
the inhabitants. 

But the antiquity of these mysterious institutions 
.falls before the superior claims of Masonry, as 
"the idols of Memphis were precipitated from their 
pedestals at the appearance of the infant Saviour.1 

The deductions of reason produce a result absolutely 
asserted in the sacred volume, that all modes of false 
worship emanated from Shinar, where genuine Ma
sonry was o~«inally practised by the descendants of 
Noah. 

'fhe reasons of that variety which diversified the 
practice of religion amongst different nations may be 
reduced within a very narrow compass. The apo
stacy began on these extensive plains, and the seed 
of every new religion was here scattered. Ea-0h 
ambitious and enterprising individual, whose abilities 
-Cnabled him to collect a party, would set off with his 
followers, east or west, as his inclinations might lead, 
and forming a colony at no great dista.nce'from the 
place of departure, would, as its ostensible king and 
priest, deliver, ex cathedra, his own speculative 
opinions on the subject of religion, which would of 
course be adopted as the system of the newly-planted 
tribe. 

When the population of a colony thus formed 
been.me too abundant for the settlement, new migra
tions would take place, moving to a greater distance 
from Shinar, each family, under its respective leader, 

.1 Vid, a prophecy of tbia remarkable event in Isaiah xix. l, 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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whose religious tenets lVould doubtless possess some 
peculiarity. Thus the sentiments of mankind, as 
they separated more widely from each other, would 
diverge by insensible degrees from the true mode of 
worship, until at length great nations would be formed 
in every part of the world, by the union of many 
sma.ll tribes, as policy or conquest might prevail, each 
practising a religion of its own, which, though dif
fering essentially from the rest of the world, would 
still retain many characteristic marks which unequi
vocally point out a common derivation. 

The great and important truths which I have 
'Collected in these Lectures, necessarily proceeded 
from a system of theology more ancient, and were 
derived from a source of greater purity than the 
mysteries in which they were preserved.2 In point 
Qf fact they could scarcely be obliterated, as they 
were fundamental principles from which all religious 
Qbedience radiated, and naturally refer to the patri
archal mode of worship instituted by God himself, 
to preserve mlln from the paths of error in this world, 

• "What &re Ma.sonic mysteries!" the Grand Master of Ohio 
a.ska; a.nd answers the question thus: "They a.re derived from 
our First Great Light, a.nd pervade it from beginning to end. 
The orga.nizatiOn of matter from chaos ; the bringing of light 
from darkness ; the deliverance of Israel from bondage ; the 
Miracle at the Red Sea ; the wonders wrought by Moses in 
the wilderness ; the erection and· dedication of the gorgeous 
Temple ; the founding of the second Temple ; ihe tre&eon of 
J uda.s ; the timely friendship of Joseph of Arima.thea ; the 
doubts of Thoma.a ; the shipwreck and rescue at Melita ;-these 
are the Ma.sonic mysteries. In the tooi·ld of lettera and hiero
olwhica, MaarY111r11 and the Bible are one and identical." 
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and to produce their eternal salvation in the next. 
With this pure system of tr11th our science wa.s·coeval, 
and in these primitive times was usually identiD.ed. 
But human reason was too weak to retain just im
pressions of the sublime truths revealed by the Divi
nity, when that reve1ation was either doubted or 
:finally rejected ; and therefore, though the visible 
symbols were retained in e'Very mysterious institution 
which flourished throughout the heathen world, the 
true interpretation was entirely lost. 

The idolatrous mysteries, then, emanated from 
that pure fountain of Light, which is now denomi
nated Freemasonry ; because they contain innu
merable references to some system more ancient than 
idolatry itself, which could be nothing but an insti
tution of unequivocal purity attached to the true and 

. only acceptable mode of paying divine worship to the 
supreme and invisible God. 

I rejoice, however, in the hope that I have accom
plished a still more useful objeot than merely proving 
the antiquity of Freemasonry. I have drawn forth 
and illustrated some of the moral beauties of our 
science, which may shed a lustre over it in the esti
mation of the uninitiated ; and also tend to make 
my brethren wiser Masons and better men. This has 
occupied my most anxious attention, and if I have 
been unsuccessful, the failure must not be attributed 
to a wa.nt of diligence and assiduity in the . pursuit 
to which some portion of my leisure has been for 
many years devoted.' 

3 "Many men," says a German writer, " fully acquainted with 
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Before I take a. final leave, however, I will offer a 
few brief observations on some of the ceremonies, 
emblems, and jewels, which have not been compre
hended within the general design of these Lectures ; 
and by so doing I hope to furnish an epitome of the 
BCience, which, though wholly incomprehensible to 
the uninitiated, may be useful to the young Mason, 
while grounding himself in the mysteries of symbo
lical knowledge. 

The institution of Freemasonry is founded ou 
silence, and the mind is instructed and improved by 
meditating on a variety of visible objects. They are 
all invested with a moral reference, and read him a. 
lecture by which he is .made a wiser, and conse
quently a better man. · 

The true Mason, wherever he may be, finds him
self always surrounded by objects which forcibly draw 
his attention to the science into which he has been 
initiated. If he survey the heavens, the sun in his 
apparent motion majestically rolling through the 
expanse, the moon .and the planets performing their 

the real wants of the living age, and tired of eternal political 
nnd religious disputes, ha.ve embraced a better principle, the 
principle of the future, viz., that of association, and of course 
that of· Freemasonry. Lamartine; who belongs to the Order, 
Delaborde, who did belong to it, and many other eminent men, 
approve or have approved of this tendency in France; and ill 
England and North America the idea begins to force its way. 
Where indeed is to be found a beUer starting-point from which 
to realize this idea than in Masonry 1 Where to enlist more 
resolute, more disinterested champions of the truth than in the 
ranks of oor glorious Order, which is doing homage to the 
.Principle of brotherly love ! " 
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accustomed courses with order and regiilarity, ·the 
golden stars thickly studded in the blue vault of 
liquid ether, all are included in his system of Free
masonry, whence he is directed by his speculation 
on· the glorious works of nature up to the Great First 
Cause, the bountiful Creator of immeasurable space 
and Q.ll that it contains. If he take a. view of the 
productions of nature and art on the face of the 
planet which we inhabit, the same result follows. 

All is Freemasonry, all is replete with the divine 
principles of the Order. There is not a mountain or 
valley, a tree, a shrub, or a blade of grass ; there is 
not a magnificent strncture of polished marble rich 
in the splendid decorations of gorgeous architecture, 
or a refuse stone rejected from the quarry ; there is 
not an object, animate or inanimate in universal 
nature, but it is instinct with the genius of Free .. 
masonry ; and the learned brother may find an 
instructive Masonic lecture in the wing of a moth, 
as well as in the motions of the augnst lights of 
heaven. 

As the Deity is the first and most important 
object of our attention, I shall commence this inter
esting disquisition with a few observations on the 
custom of uncovering the feet and bending the knee 
while offering up devotions to this august and bene
ficent Being. In the early ages of the world, one 
important indication of pure worship consisted in 
taking qff the shoes when about to enter a temple 
dedicated to God. This custom was of very ancien~ 
observance, as we may infer from the interview 

-N 3 
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with which Moses was favoured at the burning 
bush. 

'J.1he heathen nations used the same method of 
expressing the humility of their devotion. Not only 
did the wise and judicious Pythagoras command his 
disciples to worship with bare feet,4 as a.n expressive 
symbol of humility and contrition of the heart; but 
even the grosser worship of the Greeks and Romans 
enjoined the same practice. In public religious pro
cessions, the priests walked barefooted ; the high
born Roman ladies did not dare to enter the temple 
of Vesta. with covered feet ; and in Greece, the female 
votaries walked barefooted in the processions of 
Ceres. 5 The same usage prevailed equally in India., 
&n.d the islands to the west of Europe ; and even the 
American savages thought that uncovering the feet, 
while in the a.ct of devotion, was a sublime method 
of paying honour to the Deity. Going barefoot, 
says Killet,6 was a sign of much sorrow; assumed by 
David to express his woeful expulsion from his 
own country by his rebellious son ;7 and distressed 

• Jambl. Vit. Pyth. c. xxviii. 
• All the M&hometans, Brahmfo.s, and Parsees, perform all 

the acts of their religious worship barefooted. The J ewe were 
remarkable for this in the time of Juvenal. Pythagoras 
directed his disciples to offer sacrifices and to worship with
out their shoes; and no person was allowed to enter the 
temple of Diana with his shoes on. We are told by Tertulli.an 
that in a time of drought, the worshippers of Jupiter prayed 
for rain, walking barefooted. Indeed, amongst all nations 
pulling off the shoes was a striking emblem of laying aside the 
pollutions contracted by walking in the ways of sin. 

6 Tricren. p. 38. 7 2 Samuel xv. SO. 
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captives employed the symbol during their bondage u 

in another country.D 
Genuflection was used in the infancy of the world 

as an act of devout homage to God ; for it is in reality 
a just expression of humility and r_everence from & 

created mortal to the Great Author of his existenoe. 
Pliny says, 10 that " in the knees of man there is 
reposed a. oerta.in religious reverence, observed even 
in all the nations of the world. For humble sup
pliants creep and crouch to the knees of their supe
riors ; their knees they touch, to their knees they 
reach forth their hands ; their knees they worship 
and adore as religiously as the very altars of the 
gods." 

In the system of Christianity, this custom is uni
versally prevalent, in obedience to the repeated 
injunctions of Christ and his Apostles.11 Here it is 
described as a proper and approved act of devotion ; 
and one of the Fathers of the Church has conferred 
a still higher character upon it. He says, "when 
we bow the knee, it represents our fall in Adam ; 

s Isaiah xx. 2-4. 
9 Allied to this reasonable practice, we find another custom 

which appears to have been enforced in ancient times. The 
devout worshipper was obliged to enter his temple with the 
right foot ~ fird over the threshold; and Vitruvius, in 
reference to this ceremony, tells us that the steps which lead to 
any hallowed fane should be composed of an odd t1umber, that 
the right foot, being used for the first step, might neceBBarily 
first enter the building. 

10 Nat. Hist. I. xi. c. 45. 
11 Luke xxii. n ; Philippiana ii, 10; Romans xiv. 11 ; 

Ephesians iii. H ; Acts ix. 40, &e. &c. 
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and when we rise, having received the benefit of 
prayer addressed to the throne of grace, it is a type 
of our restoration in Christ by the grace of God, 
through whom we are able to lift up our hearts to 
heaven." 'fhe candidate for Masonry is directed, t.o 
bend his knee with a similar reference. 12 He is in 
a state of intellectual darkness, as far as regards t11e 
science into which he. is about to receive initiation. 
His mind unenlightened with the bright rays of 
Masonic knowledge, bends before the di-Dine illumi~ 
nator, in the humble hope that his understanding 
may be opened, and his mental faculties improved 
by the process of initiation, commenced with a devout 
supplication to, and a firm reliance on, that Great 
Being, whose favour alone can convey protection and 
assistance in every difficulty and danger he may be 
called on to sustain, as a trial of his patienoo, forti· 
tude, and zeal. 

While thus engaged, he is placed with his face 
towards the east. For this custom, Masonry affords 
many substantial reasons. The ancients thought the 
east peculiarly sacred, because the Sun, the source of 
light and life, commenced his daily career in that 
quarter.13 The practice may, perhaps, be more cor• 

12 In the process of initiation several other circumst:inces 
occur, besides this significant ceremony of bending the knee, 
-which require a certain degree of tact on the part of the 
W. M:.; because if they be carelessly performed, or hurried over 
without some decent attention to propriety, the entire effect of 
the rite will be deteriorated and lost. 

13 This elucidation, strictly speaking, may be erroneous, for 
in reality the east and west points are but imaginary, and stand 
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rectly deduced from some or all oi the following 
oonsiderations, accounting those points for east and 
west, which are commonly re-0eited in tha.t accepta
tion. The camp of Judah was placed by Moses in 
the east as a mark of honorary distinction.1• The 
first public temple dedicated to the exclusive service 
of God, 15 was the Tabernacle of Moses, which waa 
placed due east and west ; and in the east our holy 
religion was first promulgated to mankind. This 
custom was not peculiar to any nation or people, but 

on very doubtful ground when compared with the claims of 
north and south ; for the north and south poles are the invari
able terms of that axis whereon the heavens move, and are 
therefore incommunicable and fixed points, whereof the one ia 
not apprehensible in the other. But with the east and west it 
is quite otherwise; for the revolution of the orbs being made 
upon the p~les of north and south, all other points about the 
axis are mutable; and wheresoever therein the east point be 
determined, by succession of parts in one revolution every point 
becomes the east. And so, if where the Sun rises that point be 
termed the east, every habitation differing in longitude will 
have this point also different, inasmuch as the Sun successively 
rises unto everyone. (Vide more of this in Brown's Vulgar 
Errors, b. vi. c. 7.) 

•• In the ordering of the camp of Israel, the eastern quartet 
was appointed for the noblest tribe, that is, the tribe of Judah, 
by the command of God. And it will be here observed, that in 
all cases the east implies the fo1·emo8t place, for Judah always 
led the van. 

ia Dr. Kitto says, that "Temples certainly e:cidea in &mt, 
ana, very poaaibly, in Palestine, l>efore tlte dale of the e:x:ode. It is, 
however, evident that the Israelites were not in a condition to 
erect a temple until they were settled in the promised land; and 
if, therefore, they were, during their sojoumings, to ban any 
analogous fabric, it must needs be such as they could transfer 
from one place to another. This was the renowned tabernacle." 
(Palest. p. 243.) 
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was practised throughout the world. The Egyptiu 
and Mexican pyramids were erected according to the 
four cardinal points ; and the idolaters usually built 
their temples due east and west, that when a sacrifice 
was offered on the altar, the people might conve
niently direct their devotions to the east a.nd thus 
adore the rising Sun.16 Virgil says:-

"Illi ad surgentem oonverai lumina aolem, 
Dant frugee manibua salsas." 

.Ai:N. xii. 173. 

Christian Churches and Masonic Lodges are built 
due east and west, and the most holy place is in the 
east. Tertullian informs us t1 that the early Christians 
prayed with their faces turned to the east, in imita
tion of a like practice observed by St. John the 
Evangelist.1B The reason assigned. for it is, that 
when placed in this posture we should reflect on the 
creation of the world and the crucifixion of Christ ; 19 

1e Vid. ERltlel 'riii. 16. 
11 Apologet. c. xvi. 18 Prochor. vit. S. Joh. c. v. 
19 The Sapientia Generalie contains a curious speculation on the 

connection of Masonry with Christianity. "Jesus-Christ," says 
the author, "BUI' il& croix avec l'intention de l'invoquer par 
ce mot (APBBI, OVAll'ez) qui se trouve sur Ia croix, on parvient au 
but que l'on ee propoeait : car t!ut d,e lui, par lui, et ell lui. que 
aont toutes choses; c'est Jui qui poBSede lee tresore de Ia eageeee, 
c'eet lui qui tient Ia clef de Ia science pour l'ouvrir et le. farmer 
a eon gre, sane qu'aucun autre puisee ouvrir ou fermer : voila 
l'univere co:u:PLIQUE en Jesus-Christ crucifie qui para.tt comma 
dane eon aurora. Sur sa poitrine et autour de eon corps rayon
nent le1 quatre points cardinaux de Ia croix dans cet ordre : 
1° Le mot DIBBCITIO au-deseue de ea t~te ; 2° eur la + a cote de 
11& main droite le mot CONBTITUTIO ; 3° Ia DIBTBIBUTIO a ea main 
gauche ; et 4° Ia REUNION de see Piede. L'univere paral.t sur ea 
poitrine, comme dn.ns le centre de toute la complication." 
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because the garden of Eden, an emblem of that 
-0elestial paradise which is the object of all our hopes 
and wishes in this world, was placed in the east ; 20 

and Christ being crucified with his fMe to the west, 
it follows, that when we turn to the east we behold, 
as it were, the Saviour suspended on the cross, 
working out the salvation of sinners by the sacrifice 
of himself. 21 

An opinion anciently prevailed, founded, perhaps, 
on the sixty-eighth Psalm 11.nd the thirty-third verse, 

16 That by so worshipping they might lift up their minds to 
God, who is called the LIGHT, and the Creator of Light; therefore, 
turning, as St. Austin saith, our faces to the east, from whence 
the day springs, that we might be reminded of turning to a 
more excellent nature, viz., the Lord Jeeus Christ. 

•• "I," setting aside Masonry for the time, ea.id Bro. Neave, 
Judge of Azimgurh, D.P.G.M., at the laying of the first stone of 
the College at Benares, in 184'7, "stand before you as a Christian 
man, looking forward to eternal salvation through a crucified 
Redeemer alone. Need I ea.y then, that if I, who have been a 
Mason nearly a quarter of a. century, had seen aught in Masonry 
anti-Christian or irreligious, you would not see me here in this 
position, or cla.d in these garment.a. No, if I had seen it, I 
would renounce these badges, and trample them underfoot. 
The origin of these charges ma.de against us is based on an 
a111111mption tha.t Masonry is a system of religion ; whereas it is 
no such thing. It ia founded on principle& approved in. and 
drawn from the volume of the Sacred Law, which ia never cloaed in. 
ou1· Lodgu. It has many customs closely connected with Scrip
ture, beca.use onr Order flourished, and was consolidated in the 
times of which we ha.ve no clear record but in the Holy Scrip
tures ; a.nd when the world bad not been blessed with Revelation, 
the types of which were not then even clearly discernible in the 
glimmering light of prophecy. Thus it is that Masonry, though 
closely allied 'lllith Ohristiomity, is not a religious system of a.ny 
kind ; it neither supersedes, subverts, nor is in opposition to a.ny 
religion whatever." 
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that the visible glory of Christ was situated in the 
eastern part of the heavens. 'fhe passage, as trans
lated by the Seventy, runs thus: "Sing unto God, 
who ascendeth above the heaven of heavens, on tk6 
ea.st." It was indeed a generally received opinion of 
the early Christians, that God was worshipped towards 
the east, and Satan renounced towards the west.22 

When consigned to our last retreat, the corpse is laid 
in the grave due east and west, with its feet to the 
former quarter, that at the resurrection the renovated 
man may at once behold the bright vision of judg
ment ;23 for we are certain, from the express declara· 
tion of Christ himself, that at the last day he shall 
appear in the east, seated on the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory.2~ 

Hence we deduce the propriety of the custom which 
is used in many of our peculiar ceremonies. The 

22 Hierom. ad. c. vi. Amos.-Damascen. de Fi<l. Orth. 4. 13.
Dion. Areop. de Hier. Eccles. c. 2. &c. &c. The learned Mr. 
Mede tells us, that what reverential guise, ceremony, or worship 
the Christians used a' their ingress into churches in the ages 
immediately succeeding the Apostles, is wholly buried in silence 
and oblivion. The Jews used to bow themselves towards the 
Mercy-seat. The Christians, after them, in the Greek and 
Oriental Churches, have, time out of mind, and without any 
known beginning, bowed themselves in like manner; and many 
do it at the present day. (See Bingham's Antiquities.) 

23 The reason which the common people used to give for being 
buried with their feet towards the east, was, that they might 
be in a pos~ure to meet the Sun of righteousness at the resur. 
rection. 

24 "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven; 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of Man coming in tlw cllJUCla of heaven. with power 
and great glory." (Matt. :z:xiv. 30.) 
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candidate in each degree is placed With his face to 
the east for the purpose of receiving instruction. 
.During the lectures, the brethren necessarily face the 
-east. Should a brother desire to address the Lodge, 
he must still turn towards the east; and even during 
our social refreshments we uniformly observe the same 
practice. For these united causes, I have been some
what particular in enumerating a few of those reasons 
which induced our ancient brethren to adopt a custom 
equally rational and consistent with the primitive 
rites of genuine religion. 

It was an ancient custom to use Oiroumambul,ation 
during the performance of religious ceremonies. In 
Greece, while the sacrifice was in the act of consum
ing, the priests and people walked in procession round 
the altar thrice, singing the sacred hymn, which was 
divided into three parts, the Strophe, the Antistrophe, 
and the Epode. While the first part was chanted, 
they circumambulated in a direction from east to 
west, emblematical of the apparent motion of the 
heavenly bodies ; at the commencement of the second 
pa.rt, they changed their course and proceeded from 
west to east, pointing out their real motion ; and 
during the performance of the Epode, they remained 
stationary round the altar, a symbol of the stabilit!J 
of the earth, waiting for some propitious omen which 
might announce the divine acceptance of the sacri
fice.25 

25 In Britain the devotional exercises of the insular sanctuary 
were conducted on a similar principle. Ceremonial processions 
.moved round it, regulated by the mystical numbers, and obserr• 
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The foundation-stone of every magnificent edifice 
was usually la.id in the norik"'81JBt; which accounts in 
a rational manner for the general disposition of a. 
newly-initiated candidate when enlightened but un
instructed, he is accounted to be in the most super
:ficia.l pa.rt of Masonry. This stone, to which some 
portion of secret influence was formerly attrib11ted, is 
directed in Alet's Ritual to be "solid, angular, of 
about a foot square, and /,aid in t'lu north-80.Bt." 

Behold these instruments of labour,-the Square, 
the Compasses, and the twenty-four-inch Rule. When 
I hold up the Square, what virtues are presented to 
your view ! As an appendage to a.n operative mason, 26 

ing the course of the Sun ; sometimes moving slowly, and with 
aolemn gravity, chanting the &&cred hymn to Hu ; at others, the 
devotees advanced with great rapidity, using impassioned ges
tures, and saluting each other with secret signs. This was 
termed, "the mystical dance of the Druids," or the Deasiul. 
"In the Highlands of Scotland,'' says Smith (Gal. Ant. p. 38.), 
"women with child perform the :Deal'i'IJJ. thrice round some 
chapels to procure an easy delivery. Sick persons do the same 
round some kairns, to charm back health. The phrase is still 
more used in conversation than the ceremony is in practice. Il 
the milk or meat which a child swallows come but a little 
against the breath, its nurse is immediately alarmed lest it may 
go tua'l, and pronou~ces the word dea11'iul, to give it the right 
direction. On numberless other occasions this word is used in 
the same manner." The circular movement was intended to 
symbolize the motion of the earth, and to give an idea of God's 
immensity which fills the universe. 

111 Onr excellent Brother Hutchinson saye, "I am induced to 
believe the name of Maaon has its derivation from a language, in 
which it implies some strong indication or distinction of the nature 
of the Society ; and that it has not any relation to arclritects. The 
French word maimi signifiet a family, or particular race o£ 
people. It seems as if the name was compounded 0£ Ma"1·l':-,,, 
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it is .indeed used merely to try and adjust all irregular 
angles, and to assist in bringing rude matter into 
due form.27 But as a speculative mason's jewel, it 
teaches morality and justice; it shows the beauty of 
order and sobriety, and displays the advantages 
arising from a mutual communication of benefits. 
In a word, we are instructed l1y this instrument to 
act upon the square with all mankind, by doing to 
others, a.s in similar circumstances we would have 
them do to us. 

The obvious use of tile Compasses is for the for
mation of plans and designs from which all noble 
works of art are completed in their just and elegant 
proportions. In Masonry, however, they have a 
reference to something more than this. They admo
nish .us to walk righteously and soberly amongst our 

quero 1alwm ; and the title of Masonry no more th1LD a cor· 
ruption of MEo-ovpavEw, aum in medio cmli, or Mal;ovpwll, a;gna 
cailutia (Jctb Ixxviii. 32.), which conjecture is strengthened by 
our symbols." 

•1 " That secret Societies of Operative Masons," says a. 
Roman Catholic Brother, "were for centuries tolerated, if not 
enoouraged by the Catholic Church, is plain from the fact, th&t 
the architect.a, builders, 1LDd artizans, who ·raised all our own 
and continental cathedrals, which occupied one or two hun· 
dred years in their erection, were formed into Masonic secret 
Societiea, as the records of whose Lodges, still preserved, prove 
beyond all doubt. It may, therefore, be inferred that a secret 
sign, secret oath, and secret society, were not for centuries 
deemed offensive to morals, and therefore not unlawful. His
torical remains also show, that all our Guild-Brotherhoods and 
Public Companies, are the remains of these Lodges, handed 
down to us by the piety of our ancestors, and still attached to 
most continental churches and to our own corporations." 
(Rejected Latten, p. 5.) 
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brethren ; to avoid every degree of intemperance 
which may degrade the man into the brute, and 
to render to every one his dne,-tribnte to whom tri
.bute is due, fear to whom fear, honour to whom 
honour. 

Lastly, the twenty-four-inch Rule, whose apparent 
use is merely to measure lines and distances ; amongst 
Masons, refers more particularly to the twenty-four 
hours of the day, and points out the necessity of a 
regular distribution of time, one portion of which 
must be applied to labour, another to rest and refresh
ment, and a third to prayer and meditation. Thus 
that excellent monarch and Grand Master of Masons, 
Alfred the Great, made a regular and judicious ap
propriation of his hours, after he had vanquished all 
his enemies, and sat in peace on the throne of his 
hereditary dominions. 

It is, indeed, of primary consequence to ascertain 
the progress of time. Time does not appear to move. 
Look at the hour index of your watch. It stands 
still ; you cannot see the process by which time is 
divided; and yet hour after hour passes on; the 
index still moves rou!ld, and is as actually advancing 
as if it were visible to your eye. In like manner the 
sun in the firmament measures days, and weeks, and 
months, and years ; and yet, how attentively soever 
it is observed, you have not the least visible percep
tion of its course. It rises in the east, and you 
behold it in the purple morn ; it attains its meridian 
in the south, still imperceptibly to the human eye, 
and you know that half the day is gone. It moves 
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majestically towards the end of its· daily course, and. 
when setting in the west, you perceive that yon are
another day nearer to that event which must ulti
mately close all your connections with this world, and 
introduce yon to another where the division of time
will cease, and an endless eternity be open to your 
view. Let this consideration be the spur and incen
tive to virtuous pursuits, that your admission into 
eternity may be glorious, and full of peac.e and joy 
unspeakable. 

Contemplate the boundless extent of a Masons' 
Lodge. High as the heavens, deep as the central 
abyss, its right hand stretching to the east, and its 
left to the utmost limits of the west ; what can all 
this signify 1 It points to brethren in every clime, 
and companions diversified with every tint of com
plexion, from the delicacy of European beauty to the· 
swarthy blackness of the African savage. It shows 
also the universal character of Masonry, and the 
unbounded influence of its roles and orders, and 
points out that comprehensive bene'Dolence and good
will which Masons usually display towards their · 
worthy brethren in distress. 

It is not, however, by pecuniary bounty alone tha~ 
the precept is fulfilled, for this is not in every one's 
power. Acts of kindness and commiseration may· 
sometimes heal the breaking heart ; and these are. 
within the reach of the most indigent of our species. 
Benevolence and charity must be discriminative to 
be beneficial ; for relief to the common vagrants who 
daily haunt our doors is charity misapplied, and only 
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adds strength and permanency to vicious habits, 
which a firm and uniform resistance of their claims 
might effectually correct, and even induce their re
turn to virtue. The universal benevolence of a Mason, 
recommended.from a consideration of the extent of 
his Lodge, consists generally in unaffected courtesy, 
and uniform affability and gentleness of manners. 
These qualities will always convey the mild feeling 
of brotherly love, and induce relief and charity to 
every worthy and destitute object within their reach. 
The pleasing effects of courtesy and kindness can 
never fail. They will pour balm, and oil, and wine, 
into the bleeding heart, and leave behind a load of 
gratitude which can never be obliterated. 

I will now call y.our attention to a board with a. 
few lines, angles, and perpendiculars, designed upon 
its surface. This is the Tracing Board ; and though 
itr may appear rough and of little use, is yet an im
moveable jewel, and contains a. lesson of inestimable 
value. This boa.rd is for the Master to draw his plans 
on, for the direction of his workmen ; but its mystic 
reference is to the great charter of our religious pri
vileges, which in all our open Lodges is displayed on 
the Master's Pedestal with its lea.ves unfolded as the 
visible standard of our faith, subscribed with the 
hand of the divinity ; the very ground and pillar of 
truth. 

You have now before you an unhewn bloek of 
marble,· rough as when taken from the quarry. This 
is another imm9vea.ble jewel, which points to the 
infant mind, rough and uncultivated as this stone ; 
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and as the marble can alone be brought into a definite 
and useful form by the skill and judicious manage., 
ment of the expert workman ; so the mind can only 
be trained to the practice of virtue by the sedulous 
ca.re and assiduous instruction of parents, guardians, 
and teachers. Thus the ripening man becomes fitted 
for his station in society, and qualified to a.ct his part 
with the approbation of his fellow-men. 

These reflections lead us to contemplate this stone 
in another and a more perfect form. It has been 
under the chisel of the expert workman, and now 
aesumes the shape of a. true die square, polished 
according to a.rt, which can only be tried by the 
nice application of the square and compass. The 
mind of man, after its previous cultivation, and pro
gress through the chequered scenes of good and evil 
with which this life abounds, is here represented. 
He has attained a good old age, and his time baa 
been spent in acts of piety and devotion ; the blessing 
of the fatherless is upon him, and be has ea.used the 
widow's heart to sing for joy. His soul therefore, 
ripened for glory, may be aptly compared to. this 
superb stone, for it can now only be tried by the 
square of God's holy word, and the compass of hia 
own conscience. 

Cast your eyes downwards, and contemplate the 
pavement on which you tread. It is MOllaic, che
quered with black and white, emblematical of good 
and evil fortune ; like the life of man, sometimes fa
voured by prosperity, sometimes be1l9ing before the 
blasts of adversity; now elevated on the billows of 
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hope, and . now plunged in the depths of despair. 
This is a most merciful dispensation of our all-wise 
Creator, for a. continued course of prosperity would 
tend to deprive a. man of those ideas of dependence 
on a superior ·Being which are natural to him in his 
present state of mortality; and t.hus forgetting his 
allegiance, he might advance to atheism, and work 
for himself a. portion of misery and pain. Ad
versity prevents this degeneracy, and places man 
in his proper situation, as an inferior and dependent 
being. 

But perhaps you will say that afiliction is so· 
galling to the soul, and comes upon us so suddenly,. 
and with such tragical attendants, that its uses can. 
scarcely be pronounced sweet and salutary. You are~ 
however, mistaken. God is the benignant Author of 
unmingled good,28 and if he brings adversity upon 
the soul, it is for some beneficial purpose ; it serves 
to correct the exuberance of vice, and to promote the 
operation of virtue; it reproves the pemicious conse
quences of perpetual ease and comfort, and prepares 
the mind for the return of smiling happiness to cheer 
and relieve mankind while joumeying on the road to· 
heaven. 

n " Do. you ask for the foi;indation of Masonry ! " snys Bro: 
1>r. Lawson, U.S. "That foundation is before you-it u God, 
i• Ml tlMiiwe Rmidatioff. This is our f11undation. We are based 
upon the eternal rock of truth ; and neither the treachery nor 
baseness of men, the promptings and workings of demens, 
nor even' the corroding lapse of yeara, can weaken our hope, or 
quench the ire th.t burns upon our l&Ored altar." 
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Take a retrospective view of your past life, and 
yon will ' find that in the article of happiness and 
misery, the former has very largely preponderated. If 
you have been sometimes hungry, you have been 
more frequently full ; if you have been sometimes in 
want, yoo have often enjoyed the blessing of plenty; 
you have had some sickness, but more health ; a be
loved child may have been snatched from you untimely 
by the hand of death, but perhaps you have several 
surviving children who are a oomfort to your de
clillling years. Besides, if you look round amongst 
mankind, you will find great numbers whose affiic
tions exceed the whole aggregate of yours in vast 
proportion. 

Let these considerations ind11ce you to recei'Ve with 
the cheerfulnees of gratitude every calamity which 
may befall you. Prosperity is but a fading flower ; 
and though to-day you ha'fe health, and friends, and 
riches, and honours; to-morrow your friends may prove 
false, you.r health may be changed into sickness, and 
yolll' riches and honours may vanish like a dream. 
Such is m'll.ll in every station of life, whether crowned 
with a royal diadem or enduring the lot of a scourged 
slave. But the time will come when all will be on a 
level ; death will destroy all distinctions, ~d the dus~ 
of the rich and poor shall be blended in one indiscri
minate mass. The superiority of an after-state will 
be that of virtue. Let us then endeavour, while on 
this side the grave, to copy that bright pattern of 
every excellence which is set before us in the Gospels; 

0 
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and, as far as we are able, let us a.ct according to the 
dicta.tee of right reason ; and coltivate harmony, 
maintain charity, and live in unity and brotherly 
love. 

One of the most insignificant objects, in its exter
nal appearance, though not perhaps the most useless, 
which has been adopted by our ancient brethren, is 
the Rod or Wand, which was an emblem of rule and 
authority; 29 for Jacob, when he had received the 
blessing of royalty for himself and his descendants, 
was sent into the land of Padanaran with his staff 
only, as the visible symbol of his high cbarater.30 It 
was exhibited to his numerous posterity at his death, 
when, as the patriarch of his race, he blessed the sons 
of Joseph, who had become the ruler over all the land 
of Egypt. It was the subject of Balaam's prophecy 
respecting the regal dignity to be enjoyed by hiEI de
scendants, 31 and afterwards referred to as a token of 
royalty,32 and an agent of national punishment; ss 
and the utter destruction of a kingdom is expressed 
by the metaphor of a. broken sta.ff,u which denoted 
the annihilation of power, and a state of absolute 
slavery. 

29 "What are we to understand by the Rod of Moses' A 
Rod, in Scripture, denotes government, or Christ's royal do
minion in hi• Church ; as it is written, he will send the Rod of 
his strength out of Zion, and be shall rule bis people with the 
sceptre of righteousness." (Old Lecture of the Ex. Deg.) 

30 Gen. xxxii. 10. u Ib. xlix. 10. 
32 Jer. x.16. Rev. ii. 27. 33 Job xxi. 9. Isaiah x. 24, 26. 
:i. Isaiah xiv. 6. 
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The rod was a symbol of the authority of Moses· 
and Aaron at the delivera.nce,35 a.nd the subsequent 

' u A brief sketch of its history and symbolical application may 
not be nnaooeptable, as taught by some of our brethren of the 
last century from Jewish tradition. 

The earliest mention of this appendage is traditional. It is 
said that when our first pa.rents, by transgression, fell from their 
original state of innocence, and were expelled from Paradise into 
a world of woe, Adam, bending under the oppreBBion of guilt, 
supported his weary limbs by taking in bis hand a branch of that 
fatal tree which occasioned his disgrace. The Almighty, fure
seeing the miserable consequences of sin, and the necessity of 
divine interference for counteracting its effects, not only per
mitted Adam to take with him this rod, but afterwards miracu
lously preserved it, by natural means, for bis own purposes. By 
Adam it was bequeathed to Methusaleb the son ·or Enoch ; who, 
in like manner, left it to N oab, by whom it was preserved in the 
ark. After the death of Noah, it passed to his grandson Miz
raim, who founded the city of Memphis; he deposited it in the 
celebrated college there, and it remained under the guardianship 
of the priests for many generations; until the time when 
Jethro, a tutor of Moses, was consecrated, and sent from this 
college to be a priest of Midian ; and he conveyed away the rod 
1\y stealth. He did not, however, profit by it in the slightest 
degree ; for shortly after his arrival in Midia.n, when walking in 
his garden, he struck the lower end of the rod deep in the earth, 
from which situation he was never able to remove it. While 
wrapt in wonder and astonishment at this extraordinary circum
stance, he received a supernatural indication that the rod should 
remain immoveable until the Deity himself should commiBBion 
a certain individual to take it away, in whose bands it should be 
a rymboZ qf His power and gl-Ory. It happened, therefore, that 
Moses, when he had slain the tyrannical Egyptian, fled for con
cealment and safety to Jethro; and as they were walking to
gether in the garden, and employed in earnest conversation on 
the subject of his flight, by accident Moses laid his band upon 
this rod, and without any exertion drew it out of the ground. 
Jethro immediately acquainted Moses with every circumstance 

0 2 
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. wanderings of the Israelites ; and was denominated 

relating to this divine staff'; and he, considering it as an aasu
rance of the favour of heaven, immediately took tile rod into hia 
own poesession, which proved not only a symbol of his authority, 
but the agent by which all the miraclea were performed that 
preceded and accompanied the great deliverance of the children 
of Israel from their ll!gyptian bondage ; and ite extraordinary 
powers were brought into requisition at the Bummra Busu, to 
convince him of his holy miSBion, and the certain prot.ection 
which would be extended to him by the omnipotent I AM. 
The stupendous miracles which wrougM out the emancipation 
of his brethren, were performed by the agency of this rod. 

The imitations eft'ected by Pharaoh's magicians were produced 
by natural causes only. They were in poBBeSSion of a secret to 
tame serpent. and render them innoxioua. A little dexterity 
was therefore onl7 necessary to substitute real serpents, and 
conceal the rods under their long garments. Frogs might be 
procured in any numbers, for they swarmed throughout the 
land of Egypt : and the art of changing the eolour of dift'erent 
substances was then known in the eastern countries ; so that 
water might be easily tinged with a red colour, to give it the 
appearance ot blood. 

Some learned men are of opinion that these rods were actually 
converted into BBrpente, and the other two mirael.ee performed 
by the power of God ; that "the Egyptians had no reason to 
think their incantations would produce serpents; hut they would 
try all experiment. in order to judge further of the matter ; and 
upon their attempting it, God was pleased in some caaea to give 
an unexpected success to their endeavours in order to serve and 
carry on Bis own purposes And desiins by it." But the passage 
does not appear to favour this conjecture, for these serpents are 
said to be produced by enchantmenta; that is, by certain cere
monies and forms of words muttered between the teeth, after the 
manner of our modem jugglers ; subsequently to which each 
magician threw down his serpent before PhAraoh and his court. 
For it is repugnant to our ideas of God's attributes to suppose 
that he would lend Bis 1188istanoe to each groes deceptions. 
Besides, the incapacity of these jugglers would have been better 
displayed if no appearance of a miracle hl\d been produced ; nor 
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the rod of God, 36 as displayed in numerous instances, 37 

but particularly in that remarkable case when the 
princes of Israel disputed this authority, and it was 
confirme~ by a miracle ; for the rods of the twelve 
tribes being placed in the tabernacle to await a display 
of the divine will and pleasure, the rod of Aaron 

would they have been induced to attempt the performance of a 
miracle with the vengeance of Amenophis before them, who 
appears to have possessed little government of bis passions, with
out some certain prospect of succese ; for it was a custom of the 
eastern kings to destroy those magicians who failed to perform 
a miracle dictated from the throne. (Dan. ii. 13. Herod. Clio.) 
But Moses actually knew the real state of the case from bis 
Egyptian education, and therefore bis serpent devoured theirs. 
The sorcerers, too, in the third plague, confessed that Moses 
wrougb this miracles by the :finger of God, which amounts to an 
acknowledgment that theirs were works of sleight, done by the 
power or dexterity of man, and not by any interference on the 
pa.rt of God. St. Jerome says: "Signa. quee faciebat Moses 
imitaba.ntur signa. 1Egyptiorum, sed non erant in veritate." 
And this observation is doubtless correct, for the rod of Moses 
devoured the serpents substituted for the rods of the magicians ; 
and, therefore, they were real serpents, and not an illusion, as 
is the opinion ohnany. 

The magicia.ns themselves might consider tba.t Moses and 
Aaron produced these iift"ects from natural ca.uses like themselves, 
and therefore boldly opposed sleight against sleight, or miracle 
against miracle ; and hence the king, regarding Moses and Aaron 
only as expert magicians, refused to comply with their demands. 
But when their dexterity failed in its effect, they gave up the 
contest, and acknowledged that Moses was an agent in the bands 
of God. 

30 Exod. iv. 20.-xvii. II. To the same effect the Psa.lmist 
says, "Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever ; the sceptre of 
Thy kingdom ie a right sceptre." (Psalm xiv. 6.) The staff or 
emblem of power, was sometimes put for the oracle or power 
itself. (Hosea, iv. 12.) 

n Exod. viii. 5-xiv. 16-xvii. 9. 
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" brought forth buds, 38 and bloomed blossoms, 39 and 
yielded almonds."·~ David uses the aa.me instroment 
in a. beautiful metaphor to express the consolations 
which he derived from the grace of God. ~· '.l,hough 
I walk," said this pious man and excellent brother,•1 

" through the va.lley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil : for thou a.rt with me ; thy rod a.nd thy 
ataff, they comfort me/' •~ 

38 In the Lecture above referred to ii is asked, " Why do we 
compare the buds. of Aaron'• rod to the spiriiua.l seed! To show 
that the buds which flow from God's 11pirit denote the sources of 
hie power; even out of the secret chambers of heaven, whOle 
ministers converse with Jesus Christ and his holy a.ngels ; ~
ing the Scriptures as for hidden treasure, and keeping company 
with the ark of God's presence, whose essence is the only balm 
to heal our wounded hearts." 

111 "The blossoming and bearing fruit of Aaron's rod,"
I am siill quoting from the above-ment.ioned formula,-" shows 
how quickly those who a.re called by grace should bl.011110m and 
bear heavenly fruit, and become faithful watchmen and seers of 
the night." 

• 0 Exod. xvii. 8. This rod was in such esteem with the oele
brated Jacob Behmen, that he incorporated its type into the 
significant emblem which he had engmven and used on all occa
sions as his private sea.I. The devioe wlll! "a hand reached out 
from heaven with a stalk of full-blown lilies, being the .Rapnc111 
Magicwm, (p6.{3aor:, rirga), the rod of Aaron which budded; the 
kingdom of the lily, in the paradise of God, which is to be 
manifested and displayed in the last time, when the end shall 
have been brought back to its beginning, and the circle closed.,. 
(Okley's Behmen, p. 20.) 

•• Palm ltltiii. 4. 
•2 Rhabdomancy, or divination by the use 11f a rod, waa 

practised by the Israelites; and is termed by the prophe\ 
Hosea l!oll an abomination. Ii was performed (Theophylact. in 
Hosea iv. 12.) by setting up two sticks, which from the efficacy 
of a charm, were supposed to be supernaturally directod in their 
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Throughout the whole ancient and modern world, 
the symbol of power was always a staff or sceptre. 
In Egypt, Omnipotence was denoted by a sceptre 
crowned with an eye. The royal sceptre of Egypt 
was surmounted by the head of a jackal as an emblem 
of the power of Osiris. The tau, or handled cross, 
was also a staff, and a sacred symbol." The same 
idea. was conveyed equally by the cypress sceptre of 
Jupiter, the trident of Neptune, the thyrsis of Bac
chus, the club of Hercules, the caduceus of Mer
cury, ... the mace of Thor, the staff of the Bra.hmins, the 

fall to the right hand or to the left ; and were thus accounted 
lucky or unlucky. Nebuchadnezzar, when consulting the gods 
about the invasion of Judea, need either the above, or divina. 
tion by shooting an arrow into the air, and marking the direction 
in which it fell ; by which means he determined whether to 
make the expedition, or to defer it to a more favourable oppor
tunity. (Vid. Ezek. xxi. 21.) 

43 The Count de Gebelin, cited by Maurice, observes that the 
Greeks adding to the word THA.u the pa.rticle MA, which in 
Sanscrit means Grand, formed the word Thauma, a sign or 
prodigy. And he further rema.rks, that in France, during the 
early a.gee of Christianity, the officiating priest who ped'ormed 
the ceremony of baptism, used the expression Orucis Thawmate 
notare. It is probable tha.t the early Christians, perceiving how 
aptly this ancient symbol of dedication to the Deity might be 
need to signify the dedication of the convert to Christ, employed 
it in the baptillll without any fea.r of sca.nda.l, aa it aymbolized 
likewi&e the Orou upon whicli the Savioor died. 

•·• The caduceus, or rod of Mercury, is well-known in poetic 
fables. It is a.nother copy of the rod of Moses. He a.Isa is 
reported to ha.ve wrought a multitude of miracles by this rod ; 
and pa.rticula.rly he is said to kill and ma.ke alive, to Hend soul8 
to the invisible world, and bring them back a.gs.in from thence·. 
Homer represents Mercury taking his rod to work miracles, 
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Druid's 11"&.nd, and the Penian crosier. The magical 
rod used in the mysteries of Osiris, and deposited in 
the temple of Isis, was an acknowledged substitute 
for the rod of Moses, which tradition said had been 
stolen from the college of Memphis. Even the golden 
twig or staff of Eneaa constituted a symbol of protec
tion in his fearful descent into Hades ; or, m other 
words, his initiation into the mysteries.'6 

From the above collection of facts &nd ree.sonin~ 
we may gather whenoe our ancient brethren, whose 

precisely in the same way as God commands Moaes t.o take 
his. 

"Cyllenian Hermes now called forth the souls 
Of all the suitors; with his golden 'W'AND 

Of power, to seal in balmy sleep whoHe eyes 
Soe'er he will, and open th.em again.,. 

45 During the celebration of the Dianysia.ca, "the thyrsis or 
rod of Bacchus was elevated, to perpetuate the remembrance of 
two remarkable miracles whioh the god was reputed to have 
performed with this all-powerful instrument. On one occasion 
he cast his rod upon the ground, and it became a serpent; and 
afterwards he sti-uck the two rivers Orontes and Hydaspes with 
it, and the waters immediately receded,. and he passed <>ver 
dryshod. The BSBembly which celebrated these orgies, was com
posed of men, women, and children of all ranks ; amongst whom, 
during the oontinuance of the festival distinction was unknown. 
This was intended to commemorate the manner of Israel's 
departing out of Egypt, accompanied by a mixed multitude 
from all the neighbouring nations." (Hist. Init. p. 267, with 
authorities.) When mythology became converted into romance, 
we find the same virtue transferred to the wand of the magi· 
cian ; without which he would have been accounted powerless, 
and his art vain. Even the rod of forked hazel which, in the 
middle ages, was supposed, in the hand of an adept, to be capable 
of discovering hidden treasure, or detecting concealed springs of 
water, was dignified with the name of Moses' Rod. 
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example we have copied in this particular, derived the 
use of wands as ensigns of office ; for the custom 
unquestionably aocompanied all the genuine Masonry 
which we find in the purer ages of the world. It 
still (/Ontinues to be an emblem of authority in every 
grade of civilized society, though under different ap
pellations. When wielded by a monarch it is termed 
a aceptre; in the hands of a bishop, it is a crozier ; 
of a general, a baton ; and the civic mace of our 
municipal corporations, and the constable's staff, have 
precisely and severally the same reference. 

All these examples bear on the Masonic rod or 
wand, which is used as an ensign of office or dignity; 
and the Director of Ceremonies in our Lodges, is dis
tinguished by a Jewel bearing two rods aaltire-wise. 
This emblem teaches moderation to rulers, and obe
dience to the brethren. Subordination is the broad 
and imperishable basis on which alone can rest the 
stability of any institution.'° 

41 This bas been well expressed by Dr. Hemming in his .cele
brated charge to a newly-initiated Brother ; and it is a lesson of 
such value, that every lover of the science ought to retain it in 
hie constant recollection. "As a Mason," says this important 
document, " there are many excellencies of character to which 
your attention may be particularly and forcibly directed. Among 
the foremost of these are, '""-C'/J, fickl,ity, and ob«l~. Secrecy 
may be said to consiat in a.n inriolable adherence to the obligation 
you have entered into, never improperly to reveal any of thOBe 
Masonic aecret.s which have now been, or may at any future 
time be, intrnsted to yonr keeping ; and cautiously to shun all 
occasions which might inadvertently lead you so to do. Your 
fidelity must be exemplified by a strict observance of the con
stitution1 of the Fraternity ; by adhering to the ancient land- -
marks of the order ; by never attempting to extort, or otherwiae 

0 3 
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To define this authority and obedience in the 
clearest and most simple manner, our ancient brethren 
made them the subjects of a series of geneial exhorta
tions ; which is one of the most valuable legacies 
that in their wisdom they have bequeathed. to us. I 
allude to the . ancient ohargea, which have been so 
judiciously incorporated into our Book ·of Oonstitu
tions ; and which every Mason would do well to study 
with attention, that. they may be reduced to practice 
whenever their assistance is needed. 

These charges are sufficiently comprehensive, and 
embrace an epitome of every duty wbioh the Mason 
is enjoined to perform. And as a oo:nlmentary on 
them, the Grand Lodge has thought proper, in its 
Constitutions, to enumerate these various duties more 
minutely, and to make the breaches of them penal; 
whilst honours and rewards are held out to those 
worthy brothers who have been distQiguished by regu
larity and decorous conduct. By such means the 
proper balance is maintained in the several grades of 
the institution ; and by a happy blending of interests 

unduly obtain, the secrets of a 1uperior degree; and by refraining 
to recommend any one to a partioipation oC our secrete, unleas 
you have strong grounds to believe tha'- by a similar fidelity, 
he will ultimately re:flect honour on our choioe. So must your 
obedieuoe be proved by a close eouformity to our laws and regu
lations ; by prompt attention to all ligns and summonses ; by 
modest and correct demeanour whilst in the lodge ; by abetain
iur from every topic of religious or political disoUBBiOD ; by a 
ready aoquieeoenoe in all votes and resolutions duly paBll8d by 
the brethren; and by perfect submission to the Master and his 
Wardens, whilst acting in the discharge of their respective 
ofticee." 
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and employment, Freemasonry has existed in all ages 
unimpaired by the convulsions which have shattered 
states and empires, and annihilated mighty nations. 
This consideration involves an assurance that its 
stability can never fail, and that it will exist till time 
shall be no more. 

The tower sky·pointing, and the dome sublime, 
Raised by the mystic mies and forming power, 

Shall long withstand the iron tooth of time, 
Yet still their fall is sure : 

But Masonry, 
The art sublimely free, 

Founded by God himsel~ through time shall firm endure. 
Still shall ita sons their grateful voices raise, 
And joyful sound their Great Grand Master's praise. 

At thy shrine, 0 Masonry ! 
Shall admiring nations bend ; 

In future times thy sons shall see 
Thy fame from pole to pole extend. 

To worlds unknown thy heav'n-bom light dispense, 
And systems own thy sacred infiuence. 



.. 
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AARON'S Ron, 294. 
Abury, temple at, a picture of the Deity, 66 n. 
Adam, happiness of, in Paradise, a3 ; expelled thence, 54 ; re

ceives a consoling promile, 55 ; takes a branch of the forbidden 
tree, 291 "· 

Admonition to erring brethren, 261. 
Adytum, or Lodge of the Druids, 145. 
JEs, a name of the Deity, 41 n. 
Agency of evil spirits, 292 n. 
All-Seeing Eye, 30. 
Al-Om-Jah, the name of the Deity, preserved in the Egyptian 

Mysteries, 17. 
Amber beads, 233 n. 
Ambition, to excel, 253 11. 

Amulets, magical, 233 n. 
Ancient charges, study of, recommended, 298. 
Antiquity of serpent-worship, 60. 
Apartments in caverns of initiation, 182 n. 
Ape, said to be the tempter of Eve, 54 11. 

Apis, the cherubim worshipped as, 90 n. 
Apron, a garment of great antiquity, 221; its design, ib.; apron 

or girdle worn by Job, by Aaron, by the Prophets, by Samuel, 
David, Elijah, John the Baptist, Jesus Christ, and the primitive 
Christians, 222 ; its symbolical reference, 223; antiquity of 
the, described, 226; an honourable badge of distinction, 227. 

Ararat, Mount, Ark rests on the summit of, 103. 
Ark, Noah's, an oblong square, 101 ; rests on Ararat, 103; 

quitted by Noah on May-day, 104 ; of Noah, the Moon, 
106 n.; symbolized by an egg, 122 n.; of the Covenant, Uzzah 
slain for touching the, 49 ; fifty thousand men slain for looking 
on the, ib. 

Arrow, divination by an, 295 n. 
Art, works of, 283 n. 
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As, a name of the Deity, 41 11. 

A.ah-tree, the llJlllbolical, 188. 
Asiatic Symbols, 9. 
A. U. M. the mysterious name of the Deity in India, 45 .. 
Authority of the W. M., 248; exercise of, 257; defined, 265. 

Babel, Towtll' of, Muonry practised in the, 6 ; appropriated to 
secret celebrations, and to astronomy, 108 ; built on the plan 
of a Point within a Circle, 200 ; dedicated to tbe Sun, 201 ; 
contained seven stories, ib. n. 

Badge of innocence, 229 n. 
Balaain's prophecy, 290. 
Banners of tbe Tribes of Israel, 78 ; on tbe plains of Shinar, in

scribed with a dove and olive-branch, encircled by a rainbow, 
128 ; of Semiramis, ib. 11. 

Barbarians, Britons styled, 14 11. 

Bardic system, 208 11. 

Basilisk, Eve said to be tempted by a, 54 11. 

Baton, 297. 
Beads, gold and amber, 233 11. 

Bel, a name of the Deity, 43; his fire lighted on May-day, ib. 
Belenus, 43 n. · 
Benevolence, 285. 
Boaz, the progenitor of David, 159 n. 
Brahma, death and birth of, 115 11.; bom from an egg, 124 n. ; 

identified with light, 183 11. 

Britain, reverence for seerets in, 14 n. 
British initiations of great importance, 145. 
Britons receive the mysttll'ies from the Phenicians, 7 n. ; wor-

shipped the Serpent, 66. · 
Broken staff, a symbol, 290. 
Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, 47. 
Brotherly love, what, 265. 
Buming Bush, 274; the rod of Moses at the, 292 11. 

Cabala, 9 11. 

Cabiric rites, 7 n. ; Priests, the perverter& of Lux or Masonry, 7. 
Cakes and honey, 148. · 
Camp of Judah in the East, 277. · 
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Candidate raised from a coffin in the ancient Mysteries, lll. 
Candidates, at their initiation, exhorted to virtue, 225 ; choice 

and qualifications of, 250. 
Cardinal virtues, the, 47; to be inc:olcated, 231 n. 
Catacomb• of Egypt, 15. 
Caverns of initiation, 182 n. 
Celestial System, the, is Masonic, 273. 
Centre, esteemed the Temple of the Deity, 209. 
Ceremonies, exterior, wbt;, 234 a. 1 emblems and jewels illus-

trated, 272. 
Chaldea, Phallic worship in, 213 n. 
Chaos, 132. 
Charity, 285; what, 264. 
Cherubim, constituted one of the secrets of Masonry in all ages, 

75 ; vouchsafed at the Fall, 77 ; withdrawn at the Delage, ib. ; 
renewed to Moijes, ib. ; lost at the destruction of the Temple, 
ib. ; revealed to Ezekiel in the compound form of a man, an 
o:i:, a lion, and an eagle, lb. ; symbolical, 78 ; introdUced into 
the idolatrous mysteries, 82;. their Yarious symbolical reference, 
85 ; exemplification of, 199 .n. 

Chinese, worshipped the Serpent, 63 ; used the circle and 
parallel lines, 205. 

Christ, 90. 
Circle, universal form of the, 198. 
Circumambulation, 281. 
Closing the Lodge, 259. 
Clothing of MasQnry, 98. 
Club of Hercules, 295. 
Collin, emblematical, 111 ; a place of penance, 142; an emblema-

tical tomb, 143; resurrection from the, ib. 
Colonies, practice of, 106 n. 
Colours, mystical, of D.roidism, 232. 
Committees, no private ones are allowed in Masonry, 249. 
Compasses illustrated; 282. 
Constable's stsft', 297. 
Creation, as explained in the Gothic Mysteries, 119 n. 
Creative power, what, 164 11. 

Cromlech of Britain, what, 144; at Stanton Drew, 120; !Jech y 
Gowres, ib. ; at Shap, ib. 

Crosier of Persia, 296. 
Cross, 145; 
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Darknel!ll, of the Egyptian Mysteries, 18 ; ol the initiations, 110 ; 
of the uninitiated, 136 ; and Light contrasted, 138 ; of Ma
sonry illustrated, 139; heathen nations partial to, 140; temple 
dedicated to, ib.; dime honours paid to, 142; superior an
tiquity of, ib. ; honoured with three cheers, ib. ; of death, 160. 

David's sacrifice, 33. 
Deasiul, or movement from .East to West by the South, 282 t1. 

Death, represented in the Mysteries, 110; of the Mysteries sym-
bolical, 143; aspirant raised from, 144 ~ symbolized by honey, 
148. 

Deity, Triad of, symbolized by three pillars, 164; explanation of, 
165; in dilFerent nations, 168 n.; represented by three stones, 
169; many instances of this custom produced, 170. 

Deluge, described, 102 ; tradition of, preserved in th11 Mysteries 
of all natioDS, 105; by the Brahmins of India, 113; in China, 
115; in America, 116; by the Druids of Britain, 119; of the 
Gothic Mysteries, ib. •· 

Devanagari, a sacred language, 16 n. 
Dhiah, a name of the Deity, 41 n. 
Dionysus bom from an egg, 124 11. 

Director of Ceremonies, 297. 
Discipline in the Lodge, an attention to, recommended, 255. 
Dispersion from Shinar, how accomplished, 269. 
Divine Lights, 137 •· 
Divination by a rod, what, 295 n.; by an arrow, ib. 
Divisions in the Lodge to be avoided, 262. 
Doctrine of the Trinity, prevalence of, 164 n • . 
Druidical Mysteries, symbols of the, 13; initiation into the, 145 ; 

trial.II of fortitude in the, 185 ; dreadful procees in their initia
tions, ib.; ornaments, 233 t1. ; character, 234 n. ; government 
ofthe, 247. 

Druids used the Point within a Circle, 209 ; Temples, cjrcular, 
ib.; at Keswick, Stonehenge, and Abnry, 210 n. 

Dnad, 206; what, 207 n. 

Eagle, worshipped in YBrious nations, 87. 
E. A. P., to be instructed, 263 n. 
East, West, and South, 248; the Master's place, 162; pecalillrly 

sacred, 278 ; the most honourable quarter, 2f9 ; Camp of 
Judah in the, 277 ; Christian Religion planted in the, 278 ; 
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early Christians prayed towards the, ib. ; Garden of Eden in 
the, 279; visible glory of Christ in the, ib.; and West (due~ 
Temples, Churches, and Lodgee built, 233 ; graves dug, 280 ; 
Christ shall come to judgment in the, ib. ; Muonio cuatoma 
connected with the, 281. 

Egg, a symbol of the resurrection, 122 11. 

Egreu of Noah from the Ark, symbolised by an egg, 122 11. 

_Egypt, hieroglyphics of, 15; Serpent worship of, 61 ; Phallic 
wonhip of, 214 1 plaguee of, 292 t1. 1 royal aoeptre of, 295. 

Egyptian Symbols, 18; Temples full of representations of the 
Serpent-god, 61. 

Egyptians med the Point within a Circle, 205. 
Elensinian Myateriell, 136; rings given in the, 204, 
Elysium, 112 t1. 

Emblems, what, 8 ti. f illustrated, 146. 
Empyrean, a name of the Mithratic Cave, 163, 
Enchantments, what, 292 11. 

Enoch translated, 33. 
Essenes, their initiations described, 2lH. 
Esus, a name of the Deity, 41 t1. 

Europe, so nar;ned from the worship of the Serpent, 65. 
Eve tempted, 53. 
Exercise of authority, 263 t1. 

Expulsion from Pandise, 291 a.; of a Brother, 260. 
Extent of the Lodge, ~85. 
Exterior ceremonies, what, 234 n. 

Faith, Hope, and Charity, 194. 
Fall of Man, traditions of the, 58 ; in India, 59 1 in Greece, ib. 

in Scandinavia, 60 ; in New Zealand, 64, 
Feet, bare, in the initiations, 224. 
Fidelity explained, 297 n. 
Fire, bridge of, 212. 
Fires on May-eve and the Fifth of November, 43 ti. 
Five Elements, the, 208 n. 
Foundation-stone, where laid, 282. 
Freemasonry, antiquity of, 269 ; more ancient than the heathen 

mysteries, ib. ; practised at Shinar, ib. ; deteriorated by idola
·troaa innontion1, 270; founded on silence, 272. 
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Gendection, 276. 
Girdle, 222. 
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Golden Rule, 152 ; Twig of Eneu, 296. 
Gonesaa, 234 a. 
Gothic Mysteriea, government of, 246. 
Gonrnment, Muonic, .of great antiquity, 245; of the Mys. 

teriea, lb. ; Muonic, conducted by three principal officers, 
248. 

Grand Lodge, Rule1 of the, to be adhered to, 255. 
GraYe, the, 111 11. 
Grecian philosophen worshipped the Serpent, 59 ; reputed the 

inventon of the Heathen My1teriee, 167 11. ; Phallic wonhip of 
the, llU a. > ~. government of, 245 ; worshipped with 
feet uncovered, 274; circumambulation, 281. 

Helle, derivation of, 111 n. 
Hermaphrodite deity, 123. 
HelUS, a name of the Deity, 41 •· 
Hieroglyphics, 9 ; Asiatic, ib. ; inTented by Hermes, 

Pythagora1, 11 ; of Druidism, 13 ; of Egypt, 15. 
Hindoo adoration, 164 n. 
Historical troths preserved by idolsten, 58 n. 
Honey, a symbol of death, 148; 193. 
Holll'8, of attendance, 258 ; ol departure, 259. 

Jacob'• vision, 175; statr, 290. 
Jah, 39. 

' ib. n.; of 

Idolatrous nations transferred Masonry into the Mysteries, 5; 
derived their ideaa of God from the Patriarchs, 76. 

Jehovah known to the heathen, 37. 
Jethro steals the Mystical Rod, 29111, 
Incommunicable Name, <iO. 
Indians worshipped the Serpent, 63 ; used the Phallic wor-

ship, 
Indian Mysteries, government of, 213 n. 
Influence of the chair, 265. 
Initiation communicates holine1s, 7 n.; an emblem of death, 110; 

into the Druidical Mysteries necessary, l 4<i ; into the E88enian 
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Myaterles, 224 ; caverns of, 182 n. ; in Britain, ceremony of, 
184 n. ; trials of fortitude in, 185 ; dreadful prooees of, ib. ; 
dangers encountered by the candidate in, 186 ; concllllion of, 
187 ; in India, 181; in Persia, 184 ; illustrated by the tale of 
Rust.am, 185; legend in the, 216; aprons used in, 229; other 
ceremonies of, deBCribed, in India, 230; in Japan, ib.; in 
Scandinavia, 231 ; in Britain, 232. 

Initiated, the, not to divulge 1ecretl, 11 "· 
Inspiration conveyed by symbols, 12 n. 
Instructions to officers, 265. 
InvestitUl'e by the EBBenes, 224 ; by the Greeks, 227 ; by tbe 

Persians, ib. ; by the Brabmins, 229 1 by the Japanese, 230 
by the Druids, 232. 

Invisible Deity, 119 "· 
Invocation of Spirits, 282 n. 
Jod in the Centre of a Circle, 204. 
Iron tools prohibited, 161. 
leaac, oft'ering of, 33. 
Judea, Phallic worship in, 214 "· 

Keswick, temple at, 210 "· 
Kit's Cott Houae, what, 144. 
Kneeling an act of humility, 275, 

Ladder a symbol common to Masonry and all the idolatrous 
Mysterles, 177; originated in Paradise, ib. ; said to rest on the 
Holy Bible, 178; consisted of seven steps, which referred 
equally to the Planets and the days of the week, 180 ; used as 
an i.J;pportant symbol in the Indian Mysteries, 181 ; of the 
Scandinavian Mysteries explained, 190; representation of, 194. 

Law, Sacred, 94. 
Laws, conformity to the, essential, 297 n. 
Libations of Honey, 148 ti. 
Light communicated by symbols, 135 ; enjoyed by the initiated, 

136 ; contrasted with Darknees, ib. ; the Being with seven 
rays, 180 11. 

Lights Divine, 137 n. 
Lines, P. P., exemplified, 199. 
Lion, the, adored in various nations, 85. 
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Lodge, the abode of peace, 96 ; central Star of, 97 ; foundation 
of the, 154; governed by three ofllcen, 162; of the Druids, 
lb. 11. ; form of the, in India, 163 11. ; officen of, ib. ; Masonic, 
ext.ent of, ib., ~; of Persia, called the Empyrean, 163; its 
mpporten, 164 ; of Muons, what, 257. 

Lotoe and Vishnu, ll5 n. 
Lu an ancient name of Masonry, 134. 

Mace of Thor, 295. 
Magical Amulet., 233 •· 
MagicW,. of Phf,raoh, 292 n. ; boldness of, 293 n. ; yield to 

Moses, ib. 
Man an object of DiTine worship, 87. 
Masonry, Free, not derived from the-11cient MJBteries, 4; in the 

Antediluvian world, 6; in tbe time of Noah, ib. ; at Shinar, 
lb. ; a progressive ecience, 7 4 ; peaceful pursuits of, 97 ; 
delined, 134 ; enforces the practice of virtne, 220 ; knowledge 
of, symbolieal, 241 ; inculcatee obedience, 242; requires of its 
profeaeors the practice of the Three Theologieal, and the Foor 
Cardinal Virtaea, ib. ; whence derived, 288 n. ; permanence 
of, 299. 

Muonic government, remarks on, 264. 
Muter, his authority in the Lodge, 248; qualifications of, 264; 

duty of the, 265. 
May.day Fires in Britain, 43; Noah quitted the Ark on, 104. 
May.ne, Fires on, 43 n. 
Members of Parliament, origin of the ceremony of chairing, 211. 
Memphis, idola of, fell from their pedestals when Jean. Christ 

went down into Egypt, 269. 
Mercury represented by an officer in the Mysteries, 246 n. 
Me11ovpaveo, 209. 
Melli.cans worshipped the Serpent, 64. 
Miracles performed, 292. 
Mistletoe, why esteemed, 169 n. 
Mithratic Cave, or Lodge of Persia, 163. 
Moderation in governors recommended, 249. 
Moloch, 90 n. 
Monad, 206; what, 207 n. 
Monstroua figure• wonhipped, 89. 
Moon represented by an officer in the M111teries, 246 11. 
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Moriah, Mount, 33. 
Mosaic Pavement, 287. 
Motions, practice of making, 262. 
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Mottos to the Lectures, 1, 30, 51, 74, !)?, 132, 154, 173, 196, 
220, 244, 268. 

Mount of God, 177. 
Mysteries, the ancient, have some characteristica in common with 

Masonry, 5; governed by three superior oflicera, 1 n.; of 
great importance in Egypt, 9 n. ; were received from Adam, 
according to the Egyptians, 17; inculcated the Unity of the 
Godhead, 36; of Persia, 137 n.; of India, 111ed the Seven
stepped Ladder, 181; of PerBia1 used'the same expressive em
blem, 183; of Scandinavia, extraordinary symbols used in the, 
188; the vehicles of regeneration, 226; govel'I111lent of, 245 ; 
emanated from Masonry, 270. 

Mystical Ladder of Scandinal'ia explained, 191. 

Name, Sacred, 37 ; speculations reepectin1 the, 41 "· 
Names . of toWllll, derivation of, 43 "· ; of the two pillsra of 

Solomon's Temple, 159 "· 
Nations, planting of, 269. 
Nature, generative principles of, 213 ; and Art, productions of; all 

emanate from Masonry, 273. 
New Zealanders worshipped the Serpent, 6-l. 
Nimrod, 109. 
Noah quitted the Ark on May.day, 84; an object of Divine 

worahip, why, 104; the Sun, 106 n. 
North-east, fouodation-etone laid in the, 282. 
November, the Fifth of, tires oo, 43 n. 
Number, 207; Three hundred and sixty-five, 43 n. ; Three, mys-

tical, 168 "· 

Obedience explained, 298. 
Obedience to the W. M. recommended, 249. 
Obelisks of Egypt, 15. 
Odin, Hall of, 210. 
Office, qualifications for, 263 n. 
Officera of the Mysteries represented the Sun, the Moon, and 

Mercury, 245. 
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0. I. W., a symbol of the Deity. 
Om, a name of the supreme god in India, 46 ; how to be pro-

nounced, ib. 
On, a name of the Deity, 44; the Living and Eternal God, 46. 
Opbitea, 72. 
Oraclee and eerpentl, connection between, 67 n. ; struck dumb, 

68. 
Orders of arcbit.ecture, the three principal, 171 
Origin of the heathen godm, 164 •· 
Ornaments, Druidical, 233 11. 

Osiris, legend of, 215. 
Ox.adored in various nations, 83. 

Paradise, expuISion from, 291 n. 
Pastoll or Ark, 129 n.; a place of penance. 142; collfinement in 

the, 143 ; resurrection from the, ib. 
Pedestal contain• the Holy Bible, 95. 
Penal statutes, 298. 
P. P. lines, exemplification of, 199 n. 
Perfect Ashier, 287. 
Persians worshipped the serpent, 62. 
Persian, Dive Arzsbenk, 85 ; Mysteries, 137 n. "; initiations, 183; 

Seven.stepped Ladder illustrated, 194; Myst.eriea, government 
of the, 245. 

Phallic worship, 185; origin of, 188. 
PilJ.lll'!I, primitive, 156 ; idolatrom, 157 .. ; commemorative, 158 ; 

inscribed, ib. ; used by the descendants of Shem, ib. ; at Solo
mon's Porch, 159 n.; emblematical, 160 ~ in the Druidical 
Mysteries, 171. 

Plagues of Egypt, 292. 
Planets, 123. 
Planting of nations, 269. 
Point within a Circle, origin of the emblem, 197; improved by 

Pythagoras, 205 ; line, superfice, solid, 207 n. ; referred t.o 
the Plsnetary System, 208; ut.ronomical character of, 209; 
chemical character of the, ib. 

Porch of Solomon'• Temple, 159 n. 
Power, the wand a symbol of, 290. 
Presence of God, fearful, 49. 
Providence, symbolized by the wheels of the cherubim, 199 n. 
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Punctuality 1mongllt M8110ns recommended, 258. 
Pyramids of Egypt, intended as places of l!OOl'et celebration and 

initiation, H>; mysterious, ib.; of China and Mexico, 16. 
Pythagoras, symbols of, 11 ; silence of, ib. ; improves the emblem 

of a Point within a Circle, 205 ; worships with feet uncovered; 
274. 

Pythia killed by a dragon, 57 n. 

Qualification, of candidates, 252; ofa W. M., 258. 
Quatenary, 206. 

Rainbow, an emblem in various nations, 129 ; mysterious signifi-
cation of, ib. 

Regeneration, 112. 
Religion deteriorated, how, 269. 
Religious and political subjects forbidden, 298 n. 
Remarks on Masonic Government, 262. 
Rempban, the Shekinab worshipped as, 90 n. 
RellW'l'tlCtion symbolized by an Egg, 125 11. 

Rewards inatituted, 298. 
Reverberations, in a cavern of initiation, 182 n. 
Rhabdomancy, 294 n, 
Rings given in the Eleusinian Mysteries, 204. 
Rites, Cabiric, 7 n. 
Rod.of Moses, said to have had the Tetragrammaton engraven on 

it, 42 ; a symbol, 291 ; history of the, ib. n. ; brought by Adam 
out of Paradise, ib. ; stolen by Jethro, ib. ; redeemed by Moses, 
ib.; miracles performed by the, 292 n.; devours the magicians' 
rOde, 293 n. ; at the deliverance, ib. ; of God, ib. ; of Aaron 
and David 294 ; dlwination by the, ib. ; in the temple of Isis, 
296 ; of Bacchus, 295 ; of forked hazel, 296 11. ; of Masonry, 
297. 

Rods in Saltire, 297. 
Romans worshipped with bare feet, 274. 
Rough Ashier, 286. 
Rule, Twenty-four Inch, 284. 

Sacred language, 16 11, ; name, 37 ; speculations respecting the, 
40; law, 94. 
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Scandina'flan Myateries, extraordinary symboll In the, 212. 
Scandina'flana WOl'llbipped the aerpent, 66. 
Sceptre, a symbol of royalty and power, 290. 
Seuonable boon recommended, 260. 
Secrecy of the ancient My1teriee, 9 ; of the Egyptian Myaterirs, 

17 ; practised by the Euenet, 225 ; explained, 298 11. 

Secret, a principle one in the Mysteries, 91. 
Secrets, reverence for, in Britain, 1' 11. 

Semiramis, Banner of, 128 11. 

Seraph, 71. 
Serpent, a s:rmbol of Muonry OHd befote the flood, li3 ; tempts 

Eve, ib. ; 1nppoaed to have had the nae of speech, 54 n. ; some 
think it wu of prodlgion1 magnitude, ib. ; worshipped by the 
Greeks, 59; an emblem of life and health, 61 11.1 worshipped 
In Egypt, 62; an emblem of wisdom and eternity, ib. ; wor· 
lhipped in Penia, India, and China, ib.; an emblem of wis· 
dom and power, 63 ; reveals the 1ixty-foor symbols of Fo-Hi, 
64; worshipped in New Zealand and Mexico, ib. ; in Scandi· 
navia, 66 ; in Britain, ib ; worship, antiquity of, 68 ; cawie of, 
70. 

Serpents and oracles, connection between, 61 n. 
Seven, a sacred number, 179; 111y1 of light, 180 11. ; stepped 

Ladder, 194. 
Sbekinab, 78. 
Shield, White, 232. 
Shoes taken from the feet, 274. 
Silence, practised by the disciples of Pythagoras, 12 ; the initiated 

bound to keep, ib. n. 1 Masonry founded on, 297 n. ' 
Skull, mead drunk out of a, at the initiations, 232. 
Solomon, King, 33 ; Temple, porch of, 159 11. 

Sphinges, 16. 
Spirits invoked, 292 11. 

Square illustrated, 282. 
Staff, an emblem of authority, 290; Jacob's, ib.; Balaam's pro-

phecy respecting, ib. ; of David, 294 ; of the Brahmina, 295. 
Standard, Ro:ral, of Persia, was originally an apron, 241. 
Star in the East, 97. 
Stonehenge, Temple at, 210 n. 
Subordination to the Masonic Officers recommended, 249, 298 11. 

Sun, repreaented by an Officer, 246 n.; Moon and Planets, 273; 
how said to rise in the East, 277. 
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811Dbol of a Serpent, 52. 
Symbola, of the Mylteries i.embled thoee of Maeonry, 8; 

Jewish, ib.; what, ib. n.; of Pythagoru, 11; Druidical, 13; 
of Egypt, 15; of Masonry, substituted for Alphabetical Cha
racters, 24 ; tbe Sixty-four of Fo-Bi, 63; invested with a 
moral rt'ference, 272. -

Tabernacle of Moses, 90 11.; -plaoeddue eut and .west, 277. 
Talent and indu1try, produce excellence, 263. 
Tau, or crou potent, 295. 
Temple of Solomon, dedicated, SS ; built, 161 ; two pillars of, 

exPlained, 159 "· 
Temples, where triads were worshipped, 168 n. ; of Egypt and 

Chaldea, full of S7mboJ1, 213 n.; built due eaet and west,. 277. 
Tetractys of Pythagoras, 37. 
Tetragrammaton, used by the Isnelites, 37 ; trull pronunciaton 

of the, said to be lost, 39 ; how retained by idolaters, ib. ; Sym
bols of the, 40 ; potency of the, ib. ; a ray of light, 41 ; trans
mitted by the Essenes, 39 ; communicated in a whisper, ib. ; in
accessible, 40 ; known to the Greeb, 42 ; wu the Egyptian 
Pasa-word, ib. ; said to ha•e been engravenon the Rod of Moses, 
ib. ; inscribed on the Banners of the four principal Tribes of 
Israel, 78. 

Tharamis, a name of the Deity, 42 11. 

Theological Virtues, 4 7. _ 
Three, a Mystical number, 169 n. 
Three-forked lightning, 168 11. 

Thyrsia or Bacchus, 295. 
Time, division of, 284 ; value of, ib. 
Tongue of good report, 225. 
Tracing Board, of the Egyptian M7sterie1, 18 ; of Masonry, 226. 
Tradition, a, of the Fall eiisted in all nations, 58 ; of the Rod, 

296n. 
Triad, divine, Symbola of, 166 11. 

Triads, whom they represent, 164; of di1Ferent nations enumerated, 
168 11. ; antiquity of, ib. 

Trident, 168 n. 
Trinity of Idolaters, 167 n. 
Trinketa, 233 11. 

Tripoe, 57 n. 
p 



314 81Gli8 .AliD SYJlBOLS. 

Trismegiatua invents hieroglypbiea, 8 •· 
Trutla1 prM«Ted in the myiteries, 58 n. 
Taal, or motion from eut to west by the north, 282 •· 
Twig, golden, of ..Bneu, 296. 

Viahnu and the lotos, 115 ._ 
Vitzliputzli, image of, 65. 
U ran111 killed by his brotherB, 69 •· 

Wand-- rod, staff, and sceptre. 
West, Christ crucified with his face towards the, 279; Satan re

nounced towarch the, 280. 
Wheels of the cherubim, 199 n. 
White Garments, in high estimation, 223 ; worn by the Essenes, 

224 ; recommended by King Solomon, ib. ; worn by tbe Greek&, 
227 ; worn In the mysteries of Mithru, 228 ; shield of Scandi
navia, 231 ; robe of the Druids, 234 •· ; stone, 235. 

Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, illustrated, 154. 
W. M., duties of, 263 n. 
W okey Hole, a cavern of Initiation, 182 n. 

Ydrasil, 188. 
Ymer, produces the world, 119n. 

Zealanders (New), addicted to Serpe'bt-worship, 64. 
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Air, 20, 80. 
All-Seeing Eye, 30, 136. 
Anchor, 127. 
Angel, 22. 
Angels, 14. 
Anguinam, 67. 
Ant, 20. 
Ape, 19 •· 
Apron, 220. 
Ark of the Covenant, Bl n., 94 ; 

of Noah, 101, 108, 112, 113. 
A1hler, 135. 
Alb Tree (Ydraail), 188. 
Aspen leaf, 13. 
Avaricious Monarch, 1911. 
Aversion, 20. 

Balance, 19 n. 
Banners of the Twelve Tribes, 

78. 
Basilicus, 61. 
Baton, 297. 
Bear, 20. 
Beehive, 147. 
Beetle, 23. 
Bible, 135. 
Black (colour), 227. 
Blue, 20. 
Bridge of Fire, 212. 
British male and female deity, 

247. 
Broken Stall', 290. 
Bull, 21. 
Butterfiy, 21. 

Cavern, 122. 
Cauldron, 274. 

Central Star, 97. 
Chaos, 132. 
Chaplet, 230. 
Cherubim, 74, 199 n. 
Chisel, 26. 
Circle, 202 ; and central Ser

pent, 20 ; and parallel lines, 
25 ; of the Zodiac, 79 ; sup
ported b:y two Serpents, 205. 

Circular movement, 281. 
Club, 295. 
Coffin, 111. 
Colours, 20. 
Compasses, 26. 
Covering of the LodgP, 174. 
Cow, 123. 
Creation, 21 1 119 n. 
Crimson, 20. 
Crocodile, 122. 
Crosier, 198, 229 n. 
Cross, 170; double, 229 11., 26. 
Crown, 189. 
Cruelty and ignorance, 19 11. 

Crux Ansata, 22. 

Darkness, 132, 184. 
Death, 21 ; and resurrection, 

150. 
Deformity, 20. 
Deity, 135 ; surrounded by 

eternity, 204. 
Deluge, 99. 
Destruction, 20. 
Devil, 22. 
Dolphin, 79 11. 

Door, 123. 
Do•e, 97, 115, 122, 127 ; and 

Olive Branch, ib. 
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Dragon, 79 11. 

Duad, 207 11. 
Duty to God ahd man, 135. 

Eagle, 87. 
Earth, 20. 
Egg, 125. 
Endless Serpent, 67 ; and cen-

tral Eye, 205. 
Epoptee, 149 n. 
Equality, 134. 
Equilateral Triangle, 41. 
Eternal God, 22. 
Eternity, 62, 202. 
Eye, 30. 

Faith, Hope, and Charity, 174. 
Fecundity, 20. 
Fidelity, 222. 
Figs, 17. 
Fire, 20; pot of, 19 n. 
Fires, 43 n. 
Firmness, 13. 
Foot, 20. 
Four Elements, 20. 
Fox, 19 n. 
Freemasonry, 97. 
Frog and Lotos, 20. 

General Symbol, 23. 
Girdle, 222. 
Globe, 65 ; and winged Ser-

pent, 62. 
Glory in the centre, 136. 
Goat, 20. 
Golden Cup, 122 ; Twig, 296. 
Government, 135. 
Grave, 111 n. 
Grasshopper, 20. 
Green (colour), 232. 

Hand, right and left, 20. 
Hawk, 22. 
Hazel Rod, 296 n. 
Honey, 17, 148. 

Honour and Victory, 20. 
Hope, 233. 
Hooded Snake, 61. 
Hour Glass, 146. 
Hyena, 20. 

Jacob's Staft', 290. 
Ignorance, 20. 
Immortality, 22. 
Infinite Circle, 29. 
Innocence, 226. 
Instability, 20. 
Integrity, 135. 
Inundation, 87 n. 
J od, in the centre circle, 204. 
Jods, Three, 39. 
Irresolution, 13. 
Justice, 134; and Generosity, 

19 n.; and Mercy, 199. 

Knowledge, 20. 
Kowsteke-meo, 230. 

Ladder, 135, 173. 
Left hand closed, 20. 
Letter Y, 186. 
Level, 135. 
Life, 22, 229 n. 
Light, 80, 233; and Glory, 83. 
Lights, three great, 135 ; three 

lesser, ib. 
Lines, right, 14; P. P. 196. 
Lion, 85. 
Lion's head, 75 n. 
Latos, 106, 122. 

Mace, 295. 
Malice, 20. 
Mallet, 25. 
Mao, 87 ; with lion's head, 

19 n.; with elephant's head, 
ib. ; with bird's head, ib. ; 
with dog's head, ih. ; with 
888's and boar's head, ib. 

Mercy, 20; seat, 94. 
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Mistletoe, 169 11. 
Monad, 207 n. 

. Moon, 123, 247. 
Morality, l:U. 
Motion of the Earth, 281. 
Mouae, 20. 

Noah, 84. 
Number Three Hundred and 

Sixty-five, 4311. ; Three, 165, 
169. 

Oak, 13. 
Obedience, 94.. 
0. I. W.,43. 
Omnipotence, 20. 
Omnipresence, 20. 
Osiria, 20; 1111 aovereign of the 

uniYene, 21, 
Ox, 83. 

Palm Tree, 20. 
Parallel line., 20, 171 n. 
Perfect Alhler, 135. 
Perpendiculars, 14. 
Phallus, 213. 
Phoenix, 107. 
Pickaxe, 25. 
Plenty, 20. 
Plumb, 26, 135. 
Point, 207 n. ; within a Circle, 

18, 196. 
Power, 295; and authority, 20. 
Protection, 20, 94. 
Providence, 20, 94, 19411. 
Purity, 233. 
Purple, 20. 

Rainbow, 93, 98, 99, 103, 115, 
120, 212. 

Reed, 13. 
Righteousness, 222. 
Right hand open, 20. 
Right lines, 14. 
Ring supported by Two Ser

pents, 63. 

Road to Heann, 135. 
Rock, 123. 
Rod or Statr, 20, 290 • 

Sagacity,' 19 11. 
Sceptze, 297; and Eye, 21. 
Scythe, 147. 
Secrecy, 17. 
Sephiroth, 178. 
Serpent, 51, 61 11.; and Egg, 

21 ; casting his Skin, 21 ; and 
Eye, 61. 

Serpents, 63 11. ; and Scorpions, 
19 11. 

Shekinah, 78, 97. 
Shield, 231. 
Sin, 22. 
Skull, 26 ; and Cross-bones, 

146. 
Sky-blue, 232. 
Snake proceeding from a Circle, 

6711. 
Soul, 22. 
Sphere, 205. 
Spirit, 80. 
Sprig of Acacia, 149. 
Square, 18, l:U ; and Com

passes, 26. 
Squares, angles, lines, and per-

pendiculars, 14. 
Staff, 295, 
Star, 124. 
Son, 19 11., 124, 247 ; and 

Moon, 245 11. ; and Planets, 
272. 

Swarm of Bees, 148 11. 

Tau, 295. 
Tetragrammaton, 37. 
Three Points, 40 ; Great Lights, 

105 ; Lesser Lights, ib. ; 
Staves, 118 ; Pillars, 154 ; 
Forked Lightning, 168 n. 

Tbyrsis, 295. 
Time, 202. 
Tracing Board, 18, 135. 
Triad, 163. 

p 2 
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Triangle, eqallatenl, 41. 
Trident, 296 11. 

Trigooon mymeam, 206. 
Trowel, 18, 2a. 
Truth, 17. 222, 233. 
Twig, 296. 
Two perpeodioalar panllel lines, 

199. 

Wand, 290. 
Water, 20. 
Well-spent lire, 135. 
Wheels, 199; with Eym, 94. 
White, 20, 201, 232, 234 n. 
Wisdom, 62; and Power, 63; 

and Truth, 66 11. ; and Un· 
derataading, 19 11.; Stnmgth 
and Beauty, la4. 

Wolf, 20. 
Undentandiag, 19 11. 
Unity and Concord, 94. 
Uninne, 20; aupported 

PO'lfel' and Wiadom, 206. 
by Y, Letter, 186. 

y druil, 188. 

Valhall, the ScandinaTian Para- Zodiac, 22. 
diae, 210. 

>iqiti ed 1yGoogle 
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Aaron's Rod budding, 294. 
Adoption, lodges of, 103. 
American Pyramids, 16. 
Anaglyph, the, 23. 
Angerona, 150. 
A:atiquity of temples, 277. 
Apron, etymology of, 221. 
Are Masons Chriltians? 279 
Ark of Alliance, the, 95. 
Ark, Noah's, built, 101. 
Art of learning Muoney, 9. 
Association, its beneftts, 271. 

Badge of innocence, 220. 
Ballot, the, 251. 
Balloting, duty of, 257. 
Barefooted, 274. 
Bel, 43. 
Bending the knee, 276. 
Birth and initiation compared, 

134. 
Black stone, 157. 
Blazing star, 30. 
Blossoms of Aaron's Rod 11)'111· 

bolized, 294. 
Bodily infirmities, 250. 
Bowing to the East, 280. 
Bowl of punch symbolized, 27. 
Brazen Serpent, 71. 
Bright Muon, a, 253. 
Bubble, a symbol of man, 151. 
Buds of Aaron's Rod symbol-

ized, 294. 
Bui, 43. 

Cain, birth of, 56. 
Candidates, their character, 226; 

instructed, 242; in the United 
States, 21'>0. 

Caution to brethren, a, 250. 
Ceremonies in Lodges of Adop. 

tion, 103. 
Charity, deftnition of, 195 ; of 

Freemasons, 218. 
Cherubim, the, 77. 
Chevalier Pru.ien, degree of, 

108. 
Chinese Dragon, 63. 
Christian character of Masoney, 

222. 
Cipher-writing, 24. 
Clothing, Masonic, 224. 
Cloud, Pillar of a, 150. 
Clouds of Heaven, 280, 
Cneph, 61. 
Compound figures, 78. 
Comer-stone, the, 225. 
Cross, the, 278. 
Cnisades, the, 200. 
Curtains of the Tabernacle, 82. 

Darkness, of the Ark, 111 ; al
lllli.on to, 132 ; made light, 
136. 

Death, of Adonis, 110; sleep of, 
133. 

Dedication of the Temple, 33. 
Design of Freemasoney, 48. 
Doon of the Temple, 75. 
Dove, a ll)'lllbol, 127. 
Dragon, 60. 
Drama of human life, 152. 
Dream of a shadow, 138. 
Drea aprons described, 205. 
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Eagle, a symbol, 79. 
Eut, a place of light, 279. 
Egg, a 111mbol, 122. 
Egypt, the last 1'lague of, 139. 
Egyptian Hieroglyphics, 15, 17; 

Sphinx, 88 ; apron, 239. 
Elements, the, 21. 
ELOHIM, 39. ' 
Emblems, Ninevite, 19; of the 

Trinity, 166. 
English Masolll'J', what, 28, 37. 
Equality, Muonic, explained, 

94. 
Ethiopian apron, 2ol0. 
Etoile Flamboyante,quot.ed, 103. 
Expiatory sacrifice, x. 
Expulalon, 226 ; how it ope-

rates, 260. 
Extract from the primitive R. A. 

Lecture, 56. 

Faith, 17ol; definition of, 19ol. 
Fee for non-contrihut.ora, 254. 
Feet t.o the east, 280. 
Fiery dying Serpent., 71. 
Fire, Light, Air, 74. 
Fixed Lights, what, 171. 
Flood, the, 113. 
Foundation of Masonry, 45, 

288. 
Freemasonry, progress of, 155. 
French degree, a, explained, 

120. 

Gates of Scandinavian Freema
sonry, 212. 

Genuflection, 276. 
Girdle, its ue, 221 ; llJIDbolized, 

231. 
Golden Calf, the, 85. 
Great Father, who, 123. 
Guilds, 283. 

Hieroglyphice, study of, 1. 
Holy water, 165. 

Hope, deftnition of, 168. 
Hom, a llJIDbol, 84. 

Jacob's Pillar, 158; vision, 175. 
Ideal, the, 13. 
J&ROVAll1 39. 
Jewish apron, 237. 
Ignorance, its eft'ect.e, 265. 
Inactivity condemned, 28. 
Indian apron, 229. 
Initiation of a Prussian Knight 

explained, 112; compared 
with birth, 134 ; in Persia, 
245. 

Joshua's Pillar, 159. 
lrregnlarities condemned, 212. 
Judah in the Eut, 271. 

Knowledge of Signs and Sym
bols, 26. 

Language of Signs, 10. 
Lectures on the Trestle-board, 

publiahed in the United 
Statea, 266. 

Legend, the, 216. 
Level illutrated, 135. 
Light from the Eut, 279. 
Lion, a symbol, 79. 
Lodge of Prussian Knights, 109. 

Man, a symbol, 79. 
Masonic equality explained, 94 ; 

Trestle-board, 136 ; faith, 
what, 174; Mysteries, 270. 

Master and Wardens, 244. 
MaJpole, origin of, 194. 
Mercury, rod of, 295. 
Mithns, 62. 
Morals, a test of admission, 

259. 
Mott.oes, additional, 30, 51, 7', 

99, 132, 154, 173, 196, 220 
244, 268. 

1 
I 
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Myet.erles of Muomy, 
270. 

what, Qualification of Candidates, 250; 
questions, 255. 

Myth of Osiris, 215. 
Mythic Do"", 128. 

NAME, the, 40. 
Nature, principles of, 160. 
Ninevite emblems, 19. 
Ninua or Bel, 44. 
Noah, birth of, 100; names of, 

107. 
Non-~nbibuting Muons, 254. 

Objectw of Masonry, 3 ; of 
Egyptian worship, 91. . 

Ofticers, in Greece, 247 ; ought 
to be perfectly acquainted with 
their duties, 263. 

Operative Masons, 283. 
Opinions of the Craft, rv. 
<>Siru, myth of, 215. 
Ox, a 1ymbol, 79. 

Patriarchal tradition, 53. 
Patriotism, 256. 
Peace and Harmony, 21. 
Peleg, 200. 
Persian apron, 228. 
Pillar of a Cloud, 150. 
Pillars of stone and brick, 99 ; 

what, 156. 
Plumb illustrated, 135. 
Point and P. P. lines, 196. 
Power of Grand Lodges to make 

laws, 2. 
Present, Past, and Future, 193. 
Principles of Masonry subjects 

of free dillCUB8ion, vii. ; of 
nature, 160. 

Progniee of building, 55; of 
decay, 133. 

Puncb symbolized, 27. 
Pure Freemasonry, what, 75. 
Pythagorean Triangle, 206. 

Rainbow, legend of a, 120. 
Reading the Minot.es, 258. 
Redemption, 58. 
Resarrection, the, 130. 
Revolting practices, 217. 
Ring, a symbol, 202. 
Rites of Thammoz, 108. 
Rod of Moses, 42, 51, 290 

292. 
Roots of Ydrasil, 190. 
Royal Ark Mariners, degree of, 

104. 
Royal Persian girdle, 241. 

Sacred trees, 19 l. 
Sanctum Sanctorum, 47. 
Scandinavian Festivals, 211. 
Secrecy' 12. 
Secret Societies, 283. 
Senior Warden, duties of, 249. 
Septeuary Table, 194. 
Sephiroth, 173. 
Seraphim, form of the, 69. 
Serpent-worship, 52, 57. 
Seven stages, 173. 
Shoes thrown off, 274. 
Signs and Symbols, 24 ; ueed 

by the Monks, 26 ; of the 
R. A. degree, 54. 

Silence, 11. 
Situation of the Lodge, 268. 
Sleep of death, 133. 
Speculative Masonry, what, 34. 
Sphinx, a symbol, 88. 
Square illuetrsted, 135 ; stone, 

157. 
Squirrel, a symbol, 192. 
Star in tbe East, 5. 
Stones, erect, their signification, 

176. 
Study of Masonry, what, 256. 
Support of the Lodge, 154. 
Bu.pension, its eft'ects, 261. 
Symbolical language, 18. 
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Symbols of the Eftngeli.ets, 79; Urdar Fount.in, 189. 
of the Scandinavian Freema-
sonry, 189. 

Tabernacle carried, 15. 
Tau cross, 295. 
Temples, antiquity of, 277. 
Temptatiou of man, 52. 
Tetragrammaton, 37. 
T. G. A. 0. T. U., 31. 
Tower of Babel, 200. 
Towers, their origin, 156. 
Trestle-board published, 136. 
Trinity, the, 165. 
Truth, 17, 223. 
TSEBAOTR, 39. 

Vision of Jacob, 175. 

Wanderings in search of a dead 
body, 215. 

What is man? 146. 
Winged Bolls, 93. 
Word, the, 40. 
Words, origin of, 159. 

Y drasil, a system of nature, 
189. 

THE END. 

BROS. cox AND WYJIAN, PRIN'l'B&I, ORBA.T QUKll:N' sraBICT. 
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