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ON THE VALUE OF MASONIC PUBLICATIONS. 
BY TBB REV. JOHN OSMOND DAKEYNE, M.A. 

The following Extract is copied from the FrU'l1W801lB' QlJIM'Urlll 
ilevit:Ul, for June, 18U, from the Speech of the Rev. J. Osmond 
Dakeyne, delivered on the occasion of his presiding at the Masonio 
Festival of the Oliver Testimonial at Lincoln, on the 9th of May, 
1844. 
"I need not tell you, Brethren, what Freemasonry is : before I 

was initiated, now some twenty years ago, I had read a good deal 
about what it U flOe. I allude to' a book publishlKl by Professor 
Robison of Edinburgh, towards the .close of the last century, enti· 
tled, 'Proofs of a Conspiracy.' &c:. in which he, witb great ingenuity 
and considerable ability, endeavoured to connlCt Freemasonry with 
the worst features of the Illuminati, &c., of the Continent. He was 
kind enough to saythl\t he thought Masonry in England waR, in some 
degree, free from the charges he had. qrought against it. And what 
were those charges! That we were disloyal"irreligious. and con· 
spiring to overturn all sacred and settled institutiousl 1;'.his book 
made a great impression j but Jhat impression is removed. And 
how t By these books which lie before me !-(Great cheerinllas the 
Rev. Brother then held up splendidly bound copies of Dr. Oliver's 
Masonic works.) These have dissipated for evar the accusations 
brought against our Craft. Di.loyal! Why, at the very moment 
when Profe880r Robison p'lblisbed his book. who were the heads of 
our Order 1 The chivalrous Earl of Moira, George Prince of Wales, 
and Edward Duke of Kent I Disloyal! W .... not George the Fourth 
our Grand Masted Was not William the Fourth our Brother and 
Patron t Our last Grand Master was a Royal Duke. The Duke IJI 
York was one of the Brotherhood. The Ki og of Hano~ is a Free. 
mason. Would all these Princes have belonged to a dIsloyal society' 
Are we conspiraturs to overthrow settled iustitutioDl' Who is the 
present head of the army' The Duke of Wellington I-aye, the .. 
Duke of Wellington is a. Freemason I Are we irreligious' The ~ 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Primate of all England, iB a Free- . .1 
mason, and was once Master of a BriBtol Lodge I But I need no~~ 
pursue these points j but sure I am that neitber I nor my 1te •. 
Brothers near would be present were it poBtlible to bring any BU/Jh 
chargeB to bear against UB. These facta, and above all/i&ae 6oo.b, 
have set our Order in ita true light. And who wrote these boob' 
Our frieud and brother and guest whom we are nolY assembled to 
honour I They are the witne_ to his exertions-they are the 
vouchers for his services. Our Brother Goodaore hilS aptly alluded 
to the spreading of Masonry in the East, and, indeed. over the 
world. Wherever our principles have gone, thither also has passed 
the name of Dr. Oliver, the historian and tbe sage of Masonry j and 
oontributions to this oft'ering from the distant climes prove in some 
measure that his labours are not unreoognized. .. ' 

* * * &IJ tAe t.fId of lAiuolufM lor a. lid o/.Dr. Oliwr', Worb 
OR~. 
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TO 

THE MOST NOBLE THE DUKE OF ST. ALBANS, 

EARL 01' BURI'ORD, BARON OP BEDDINGTON, 

HEREDITARY ORAND FALCONER, 

HEREDITARY REGISTRAR OF THE COURT OF CHANCERY, 

COLONEL OF THE ROBIN HOOD RIFLES, 

ETC., ETC., ETC., 

AND PROVINCIAL ORAND KASTER OF 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS FOR LINCOLNSHIRE. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE 

To accept my most grateful acknow
ledgments Cor your kindness in permitting me to place this 
little oft"spring of myoid age under your kind patronage; and 
at the same time allow me to express the unfeigned gratifica
tion which I feel, at having lived to see my beloved province, 
in which I have had the honour to be a purple Brother for 
more than half a century, consigned to your Grace's genial 
protection as its Provincial Grand Master. 

A great Roman satirist predicated, nearly two thousand 
years ago, that (as I translate the Horatian t:rIIZ in my title
page) .. it is difficult to treat of matters which have never 
been handled before." The origin of the Royal Arch order oC 
Masonry is admittedly a maiden subject, which excited the 
curiosity and employed the attention of the Craft during the 
early part of the present century, without producing any 

,satisfactory result; and I now oft"er for your Grace's con
sideration, the following solution of the problem, under the 
assurance that I have been unable, on mature reflection and 
li1lkl! labor et mora, to detect any error, either in the arguments 
or the conclusion. 
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vi DEDICATION. 

I have had no preconceived hypothesis to establish, bnt 
have taken the facts simply as they were presented to my 
notice; and their existence appears amply sufficient to set tbis 
vexed' question at rest for ever. And it will not be believed 
that I have deliberately attempted to promulgate a railacy at 
my time of life, when I am shortly to be initiated into the 
Greater Mysteries, or in other words, Death; the arcane 
SIlCrets of which no mortal man has ever been able to reveal, 
although perfectly familiar with the exoteric form of the 
Lesser Mysteries, that is Sleep; while their esoteric secrets, 
Dreams, still remain beyond his. comprehension. 

I will not venture to trespass too much on yonr Grace's 
kindness, bnt my years will allow me, without oft'ence, to 
speak freely; and I cannot omit the present opportuuity of 
congratulating the Masons of this Province on their good for
tnne in having so distinguished a nobleman to preside over 
them. It is well known that Freemasonry in Lincolnshire 
has been stationary for some years; but the Brethren may 
now look forward, under the protection of an active and 
intelligent Leader, who is blest with the advantages of youth 
and practical habits, to a course of progression and prosperity, 
of which tile establishment of a Benevolent Fund is tile first 
fruits; and hence the Grand Ma~tership of the Duke of St. 
Albans will form an era in the history of Lincolnshire Masonry, 
which will be hailed with triumphant pride by the fraternity 
of future generations. 

I have the honour to be, 
Your Grace's obliged 

And very humble Se"ant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVER, D.D. 

Prom my retired alJmicile ill 
Ealtgate, Lifleola, 

1867. 
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PREFACE. 

THE Work now offered to the Masonic public 
in a new and im proved form originated in an 
extended private correspondence with one of the 
most eminent Masons of the day, on the terms of 
an article in the Freemasons' Quarterly Review, 
the gist of which is contained in the following 
passage :-

Previous to the commencement of the eighteenth century, 
the Royal Arch has not been traced with any plausibility. But 
it is to be hoped that some one will take up the subjtlct; for if 
the Royal Arch can be proved to have been invented so lately 
even as two hundred years ago, it must be considered as a 
modem degree. • . • If it be really ancient, the records of 
one or more of ita many Lodges or Chapters may establish ita 
long existence in England as easily as in the case of St. John'd 
Masonry.. But, whatever be the result, let the investigation 

·be conducted with accuracy, and a desire to clear up tile truth. 

My explanations were considered of sufficient 
importance to merit publication; and I was 
earnestly requested to consolidate the subject
matter of the correspondence, and to submit the 
result to the judgment of the fraternity at large. 
The verdict has proved favourable, and a second 
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viii PB.1!lrACE. 

edition has been called for in England, after the 
work had already passed through three Editions 
in the United States, and has been quoted and 
requoted in all the publications on the subject in 
that quarter of the globe. 

In order to render the present edition more 
worthy of general approval, of which its reception 
amongst the fraternity will be the most conclusive 
test, I have not only arranged its contents in a 
more regular and scientific form,· by which a 
reference to the several particulars may be easily 
acceSsible, but have added five new and interesting 
chapters on the ritual and ceremonies of the Third 
Degree as they were used by the seceding Masons 
in 1740, and which constituted the germ of onr 
present Royal Arch. I have also added an intel. 
ligible description of the two degrees which they 
subsequently interposed between the Geometrick 
Master and the Royal Arch, with copious extracts 
from the Excellent and Super-Excellent rituals j 
as well as from certain portions of Bro. Duncker
ley's version of the new degree, as introduced by 
himself into the Constitutional Grand Lodge j all 
of which have become obsolete, and are very 
little known at the present time, although tending 
to illustrate the connection between Craft Masonry 
and the Royal Arch. 

These additions, which place the entire suhject 
before the reader's eye, will render the volume of 
inestimahle value when all recollection of the 
spurious ceremonies shall have passed away from 
human memory j and cannot fail to excite the 

Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. ix 

curiosity of every brother and companion 1 who 
entertains any portion of respect for that beautiful 
system of morality which -is veiled in allegory, 
and illustrated by symbols. 

The manuscript in my possession containing 
the Ritual of the RITE A.NCIEN DE BOUILLON, 
which constituted the nucleus of our Royal Arch 
order, commences thus :_tC There is no society of 
men, nor any craft or guild that can be compared 
with the order of Freemasonry, which, it must be 
confessed, is of great antiquity, even so early as 
the days of King Solomon. For King Solomon 
employed a great many workmen of the surround. 
ing nations to build the holy temple of Jerusalem; 
and he imparted unto them, as well as to his own 
people, the Israelites, the mysteries of the Craft; 
that they might prove themselves worthy of good 
wages in all countries of the earth j and practice 
all justice and virtue before God and men. But 
in process of time, kings and princes desired to 
leam the mysteries of this ancient society; and 
being initiated therein, because of their high and 

I "The members of this degree are denominated Compa
nions, and a.re antitled to a fnll explanation of the mysteries of 
the Order; whereas, in the former degreBl they are recognized 
by the familiar appellation of Brothers, and kept in a. state of 
profound ignorance of the snblime secret which is disclosed in 
the Chapter. Thi. accords with the custom of Pythagoras, who 
thu distinguished his pupils: After a probation of five years 
they were admitted into the presence of the preceptor, called 
his companions, aud permitted freely to converse-with him. 
Previously to the expiration of that term, he delivered hi. 
instructioDs to them from behind a ecnen." -Fell_' Jhlqui'71 
Wo tke Origi., HUt.twv. and p"rpot'C of Fr-OfU7I, P. 321. 

a 3 
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PREFACE. 

mighty dignity, sought admittance also for their 
favourites j and they in turn taught the mysteries 
unto their kindred, so that the order pRssed almost 
out of the hands of its first holders iuto those of 
noble blood and gentle birth. Thus that which 
was simple and rude was made learned and gentle; 
and that which was at first easy was made rugged, 
after the manner of the men who held rule. 

"But it was not until Godefroy de Bouillon 
delivered Jerusalem that the brethren of this 
ancient society perceived how far they had departed 
from original simplicity and truth j as presenting 
themselves before their brethren at Jerusalem, it 
was found that certain strange things had crept 
into the mysteries which were never done nor 
heard of at Jerusalem, and concerning which 
things all their traditions testified against. So 
that the return of the Crusaders introduced once 
more into Europe the pure and simple mysteries 
of Jerusalem, and they are these which have been 
preserved even until now. 

" The order of Freemasonry consists of three 
grades, namely j the first of which is the Appren
tices j the second is the Fellowcraftsmen, and the 
last and most sublime of all is the Master Masons, 
and within these three degrees. are enclosed all 
that pertaineth and tendeth to man's good j to 
wit, his duty to God his Creator, his duty to him
self and his family, and liis duty to his neighbour, 
which is all mankind. As there are three degrees 
in this ancient society, so there are also three 
superior officera who rule therein. The first of 
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whom is called the Master, the second is the 
Senior Warden, and the third is the Junior War
den j and these three are assisted by three others, 
namely, the Senior Deacon, the Junior Deacon, 
and the Inner Guard.2 A meeting of the frater
nity is called a Lodge j but there is a Lodge for 
apprentices, and a Lodge for fellowcraftsmen, nnd 
a Lodge for master masons, and he who is a 
master mason finds entrance in all, but the fel1ow
craftsmen may enter only where fellow craftsmen 
and apprentices work j and the apprentice only 
where he may gain entrance. 

" A Lodge of apprentices and fellowcraftsmen 
consists but of three superior and three inferior 
officers already named, with a tyler who keeps 
watch outside j but in a Lodge of master masons 
there are superadded two other officers, a Trea
surer and a Secretary. Now, the forementioned 
officers stand as representatives of the first persons 
who held a Lodge in Jerusalem j namely, Hiram 
Abiff, the Master workman j Adoniram, his Senior 
Warden j J oabert, his J unior Warden; Stolkin, 
his Senior Deacon; Issabud, his Junior Deacon, 
and Zerbel, the Inner Guard. The Tyler repre
sents Ahishar, a faithful brother, who kept watch 
for the brethren in Jerusalem. 

"In the Master Mason's degree, the Master 
represents King Solomon, the Senior Warden 
King HiralJl, and the J unior Warden Hiram 

• Thill mention of deacons reflects considerable discredit on 
the presumed antiquity of the Rite de Bouillon, because there 
were certainly no deacons in primitive MUODry. 
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A bifF, the skilful workman. The Treasurer repre
sents Adoniram, and the Secretary Joabert. 
Before anyone may speak concerning the mys
teries, the Master must take his seat, which is 
always in the East of the Lodge; and because he 
c;;sn have no supcnDD, remain COVDtD:1 
Dnd until it shaH known unto him 
the Lodge is saf;; by scrutiny 
t,nd vigilance himself not 

the mysteries. 
In this edition I have also added much useful 

information in the discursive notes with which it is 
enriched. The subjects of these notes are various, 
and arise spontaneously out of the text as a 
scientific explan;itinn nf important diffi';Hltk~ 

remember ve1'h it is more 
;sIxty years ago, lock which frequ;~nflk 
,;"curred to me ontered on the 

Masonry, by books of refeccytoE'L 
This deficiency I kave in a great measure supplioh ; 
and I have not been chary in explaining the 
arcane reference of the symbols and other insignia 
in my various Masonic publications. 

In the present instance I have been influenced 
by a twofold motino, to place the 
Arch order on it;s hasis; and 

furnish the gIl the inform;Ltion 
oospecting its ;;Jgmentary 
nhich study and %mgmented by a 
petent knowledge of the continental systems, has 
enabled me to collect together. 

And here it may be useful to remark, that 
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PREPACE. . xiii 

there exist amongst us a few brethren who enter
tain grave doubts respecting the propriety of 
making public any collections of literary or philo
sophical facts and arguments relating to Free
masonry; and contend that nothing whatever 
ought to be written or printed, even respecting 
its general design, but that every brother should 
carefully conceal within his own bosom, not only 
its peculiar secrets, which he is bound by the 
most solemn obligations to do, but also everyone 
of its points, parts, and routine transactions, and 
leave the outer world at liberty to draw its own 
conclusions, how unfavourable soever they may 
be. In the last century, before the literary period 
of Masonry commenced, the conjectures respecting 
our proceedings in private conclave were frequently 
founded on the most absurd and ridiculous fancies. 
Some believed that the Masons were magicians, 
and had secret dealings with his Satanic majesty. 
Others had a wholesome dread of the red-hot 
poker. And there were opinions afloat still more 
ofFensive, which I shall not even allude to j 
amongst which, however, I may notice the sense
less cry of infidelity first promulgated by the 
Abbe Banuel. 

These fallacies have been completely dissolved 
by the spread of Masonic literature, which has 
also had the efFect of reducing the class of mur
muring cowans and captious brethren to a very 
insignificant minority. Like the fierce opposition 
which attended the first introduction of steam 
and gas, the hostility of this section has in a 

./' 

Digitized by Google 



xiv PREPACE. 

great measure given way, and a more liberal 
principle substituted in its stead. The times in 
which we live are too enlightened to endure the 
existence of such an exclusive feeling. 

In proof of the benignant effects of a free ex
position of the philosophical principles of the 
Order, it will only be necessary to show the 
abundant increase in the number of Lodges and 
Brethren, during what I have denominated the 
literary period of Masonry, which began at the 
Great Union of the Ancient and Modern sections 
of the Order in 1813. This will constitute a 
clear and indisputable proof of the benefits which 
the Order has derived from the spread of Masonic 
literature. 

In the Freemasons' Calendar for 1867 I find 
the following statistics :-From 1720, about which 
time the first warranted Lodge appears to have 
been established, to 1730, there are 32 Lodges on 
the list, while in the corresponding decade from 
1820 to 1830, the new warrants issued . were 43. 
After this period, when Masonic literature began 
to spread and flourish by the establishment of 
the F.Q.R., the numbers indicate an abundant 
comparative increase. For instance, from 1730 
to 1740 the list contains 35 new Lodges, whi1e 
from 1830 to 1840 there were 58 Warrants 
issued. Again in the succeeding period from 
1740 to 1757 only 33 warrants were apparently 
granted, but in the succeeding century from 
1840 to 1857, the largely increased number of 
new warrants was 231. From 1757 to 1767 
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there appears to have been an increase of 
62 Lodges, while the decade 1857 to 1867 exhibits 
a crowning augmentation of 442. 

The result of this investigation shows that in 
the century that intervened between the revival 
in 1717 and the union in 1813, completed in the 
year 1820, there appear 361 Lodges on the list, 
while in the 46 years between 1820 and 1867, 
the literary period of Masonry, there are 779, 
making a grand total of 1,140; while, in the same 
space of time the Royal Arch Chapters have been 
trebled, .and amount at present, according to the 
same authority, to 345. 

Now assuming the average number of brethren 
in each Lodge to be 50, we shall have a total of 
1,850 initiations in the literary period of 46 years; 
and taking the sum of all the Lodges under the 
English Constitution at the same average, we 
realize a total of 57,000 Masons in England and 
Wales, who are actual members of Lodges, and 
whose anDual payments to Grand Lodge at two 
shillings each, exclusive of the fees for new 
warrants, registrations, certificates, and other 
imposts, amount to the sum of £5,700. 

With this income the Governors of the Grand 
Lodge are enabled to accomplish a great amount 
of good. They have established, since the literary 
period of Masonry commenced, a Benevolent Fund; 
another for the relief of the destitute widows of 
deceased brethren, and a third for the casnal relief 
of the unfortunate and distressed members of 
the community j besides an annuity system for 

Digitized by Google 



xvi PBBPA.CB. 

the most prominent cases of destitution. They 
have erected a noble building for the reception of 
worthy, aged, and decayed Freemasons, and two 
magnificent edifices for maintaining, clothing, 
and educating the orphan male and female children 
of decayed members of the Craft, all of which 
are supported by princely endowments. And I 
may further state the important fact that the 
children of both sexes who have been trained and 
educated at these schools have uniformly become 
good and worthy members of society, and useful 
in their generation. 

An exemplification of the same fact, that the 
spread of Masonic literature tends to augment 
the popularity of the Order, and to increase its 
numbers and means of doing good, may be further 
estimated by a consideration of the statistics of 
Masonry in the United States of America, where 
its literature is more highly prized and more 
extensively patronized than in this country, and 
consequentiy its Lodges, instead of being counted 
by units, and its brethren by tens, as amongst 
ourselves, the former may be numbered by tens, 
and the latter by hundreds. Every important 
village in that vast continent has its Lodge, aud 
every state its independent Grand Lodge. 

It is not my intention to enter on a detail of 
American statistics (in fact this is not the place 
for such an inquiry, nor are the materials at hand 
to make it satisfactory and complete), but in 
order to show the magnificent scale on which 
Freemasonry is conducted in the New World, I 
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subjoin a sketch of 8. Grand Masonic meeting that 
was held in the city of Baltimore on the 20th of 
November, 1866, for the purpose of levelling the 
foot-stone of a Masonic Temple, which is designed 
to exceed in dimensions and elegance of decoration 
aU other Masonic structures in that country. 

The report of the meeting is before me, and it 
occupies eight closely-printed columns of the 
Baltimore Sun. It states that at an early hourin 
the morning of that day the principal streets were 
crowded with an immense populace, both male 
and female, from every part of Maryland and the 
adjacent states, to witness the pageant and the 
proceedings. The. high respect entertained for 
the Masonic Order, the character of its brother
hood, and its beneficent objects, together with 
the expected splendour of its em blematical insignia 
and forms, all conspired to excite the interest of 
the public and make them anxious to be present 
on such an extraordinary occasion. 

The preparations were elaborate and the pro
cession gorgeous. The almost incredible number 
of seventy-six Lodges and Commandaries were 
present, including the officers of three Grand 
Lodges, and an aggregate of three thousand three 
hundred and thirty brethren, several of the Lodges 
having appeared with upwards of a hundred 
members in their train. The Craft Masons 
appeared in fuU black suits, high black hats and 
white gloves, with the appropriate collars, aprons, 
jewels, and regalia. The Knights Templars wore 
their rich black uniforms, showy belts, and highly 
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burnished swords, many of them decorated with 
costly jewels, chapeaus and white flowing feathers, 
and altogether the appearance was most mag
nificent. The procession was honoured by the 
presence of the President of the United States, 
and the Governor of the State of Maryland, 
accompanied by his staff, all of whom took their 
places in the procession. This noble demonstra
tion, I should think, would be unparalleled in the 
annals of Masonry. 

I have given this brief statement for the pur
pose of showing the Masonic enthusiasm that 
animates the fraternity in that great nation, which 
collected together such a numerous attendance of 
brethren, and induced them to stand four mortal 
hours at the latter end of November to witness 
the proceedings and to hear the hymns, the 
prayers, and the oration which took place during 
the ceremony. This will contribute to prove the 
essential advantages which have been derived in 
that flourishing Republic from a free publication 
of Masonic literature, for in every part of the 
continent periodicals and other more permanent 
works, which treat exclusively on Masonic sub
jects, are numerous, and extensively patronized by 
the Craft; and few private Lodges exist in that 
quarter of the globe which have not a Benevolent 
Fund attached to them, independently. of the 
general Fund of Charity administered by the 
several Grand Lodges. 

I have now said enough in behalf of Masonic 
literature, and I turn to another subject which I 
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consider of still greater importance, embracing 
the present opportunity because it is scarcely 
probable, at my advanced age, that another will 
occur, of repeating my firm and unshaken con
viction that Freemasonry is a Christian institution, 
established by Christian men, and embracing 
Christian principles; a truth which may indeed 
be gathered from any of my numerous publica
tions on the subject of Masonry. My faith in 
this respect commenced at my initiation, when I 
was only eighteen years of age, and has remained 
unshaken through a long and eventful life, and I 
rejoice in the opportunity of publicly professing 
the same faith at the age of eighty-five years. 

I do not deny that its ceremonies bear a 
reference to the Tabernacle of Moses, and the 
Temples erected by Solomon aud Zerubbabel; 
but these edifices, and the rites and observances 
performed within their courts, were intended 
merely as signs and symbols to prefigure a better 
and more perfect dispensation, and afford no valid 
argument to prove Freemasonry to be a Jewish 
or even a latitudinarian institution, as some of 
our opponents have boldly and mistakenly 
declared. 

To this effect the editor of a certain periodical 
has taken occasion more than once in the columns 
of his publication to stigmatize Freemasonry as an 
infidel institution, because (as he in his ignorance 
assumes) we exclude all reference to Christianity 
from our ceremonies. This assertion, however, is 
perfectly gratuitous, as I have already shown in my 
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reply to the recent Papal allocution, and it wonld 
afford me infinite pleasure to convince the writer, 
in Christian charity, of his mistake; although I 
am not ignorant that when a prejudice has taken 
possession of the mind, however fallacious or 
unfounded it ma.y be, the difficulty of removing it 
is almost insurmountable; but 1 should rationally 
suppose that the various clllsses of society which 
have identified themselves with the Order, from the 
throned monarch to the humble working man, 
through every grade of rank and station, almost 
all of whom are Christians, would of itself form 
a sufficient proof that the above assertion is not 
founded in fact. If the editor really believes 
Freemasonry to be an anti.Christian institution, 
I do not find fault with him for warning his 
readers to avoid its snares, but 1 would earnestly 
advise him to make himself morally certain, by 
the strictest and most impartial investigation, that 
his assertions are correct before he ventures to 
repeat them; for as a theological writer he 
cannot be ignorant that a day will certainly come 
when he will be called to a severe account for all 
his unfounded misrepresentations of Freemasonry. 

But 1 hope to see him in a better mind. And 
to produce this effect I take the liberty of assur
ing him, in the words of a worthy brother 
clergyman in the United States, that (1 quote 
from memory) It Speculative Freemasonry, as it 
is practised in Craft Lodges and Royal Arch 
Chapters, is a system that embraces the whole 
duty of man as a moral being, comprising 8 
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summary of principles in which the great out
lines of the history of creation, providence, and 
redemption are unfolded. Theprimitive innocence 
of man, the fall and consequent scenes of natural 
and moral evil j in a word, the history of nature 
and grace, is most beautifully prefigured in a 
lively display of appropriate symbols, by which 
we may trace the coincidence of principle and 
design between the Christian scheme and Specu
lative Freemasonry, proving most clearly that the 
latter system is based on the truths of divine 
revelation, including a view of the deep mysteries 
of that Holy Being, in whom dwells the fulness 
olthe Godhead bodily, even Jesus Christ the Son 
of God. It also exhibits the terrible majesty of 
Him that rideth upon the heavens by his name 
JAB, who plants his footsteps in the sea and directs 
the storms. Such are the boundless displays of 
the unsearchable riches of divine benevolence, 
which devised and executed the sublime plan of 
man's redemption. The mind is further pre
sented in Speculative Freemasonry with a vivid 
picture of the coequal aud coeternal existence of 
the adorable persons in the Sacred Trinity." 

These are the principles of Masonry, as it is 
understood by all right-minded brethren in every 
part of the world. And yet the institution is 
publicly accused by cowans and antimasons, who 
envy the innocent enjoyments which they are 
too narrow.minded to practise, of "repudiating 
the Divine Founder of our religion, by omitting 
the name of the Great Interceasor in prayer; 
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and that consequently Freemasonry lends to 
Christianity no help whatever." These assevera
tions, however, refute themselves, for it is a well
known fact that the numerous prayers of Ma
sonry are uniformly sealed by an invocation to 
T.G.A.O.T.U., or, in other words, to Jesus Christ 
the Maker of the world and the Redeemer of 
mankind, in whose holy name our Lodges are 
opened and closed.i and the most ancient Masonic 
prayer that we are acquainted with, as it was used 
in our Lodges in the reign of Edward IV., is as 
follows :-" The mighty God and FATRER of 
Heaven, with the wisdom of His glorious SON, 
through the goodness of the HoLY GROST, three 
Persons in one Godhead, be with us at our begin
ning, give us grace to govern us in our living 
here, that we may come to His bliss that shall 
never have an end." 

Does this souad like disowning Christ? Is 
this an anti-Christian practice? Why, the 
Lectures of Masonry are essentially Christian 
from end to end, and there is scarcely a type of 
Christ in the Old Testament which has not been 
introduced into them.s In the Constitutions of 
Athelstan, who was the first founder of Free
masonry in this country, the same Divine Per
sonage is frequently appealed to as" the Great 
Intercessor," and it contains many passages that 
display the Christian animus by which our ancient 
brethren were inft.uenced in its composition. The 

a See my Reply to the Papal AllocutioD, p_m. 
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very first point explains the chief ground of a 
Mason's practice thus :-" PRIMUS PUNCTUS. He 
that would well and truly learn this Craft, must 
love God and His holy Christian Church." 
Indeed these Constitutions exhibit throughout an 
abundance of evidence to show that Freemasonry 
was then considered to be e:cclWlively a Christian 
institution, and I am not acquainted with a single 
instance, till very recently, where this important 
truth was called into question. 

Now, should anyone doubt whether the Re
deemer of mankind is rightly identified in Free
masonry with T.G.A.O.T.U. I would tell him that 
St. John the Evangelist, one of our traditional 
patrons, plainly asserts that the second person in 
the Trinity was the builder of the world, in these 
words :_U All things were made by Him, and 
without Him was not anything made that was 
made." • And St. Paul adds that U Christ made 
the worlds," and exclaims, "Thou Lord, in the 
beginning, hast laid the foundations of the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of thine hands." 5 

If we attach any credit to the opinions of these 
two inspired men, that Jesus Christ, or, in other 
words, Jehovah,6 whose sacred name embel
lishes our Grand· Lodge Certificate, was the 
builder and maker of the nniverse and all things 
therein, we cannot reasonably deny that He is 
T.G.A.O.T.U., acknowledged in the system of 
Freemasonry. 

• John i. 3. ' Reb. i. 10. 
t See my Reply to the PapalAIlocuwon, pwaim. 
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Our sacred writings, which constitute the First 
Great Light of Masonry, contain an abundance of 
evidence to the same effect; for "the Son, by whom, 
in these last days, God spake unto us, iB He by whom 
alao He made the world8 j" so that as" through 
faith we understand that the worlds were framed 
by the Word of God,"7 80 must we also believe 
that they were made by the Son of God, "the first
born of every creature: for by Him were all things 
created that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible; whether they be thrones or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by Him and for Him. And He is 
before all things, and by Him all things consist."B 

7 Heb. i. 2, xi. 8. 
a Col. i. 15, 16, 17. I subjoin the following authorities 

from Whitby to show that there is no lack of evidence iu de
monstration of the importaut fact that Jesus Christ is truly 
T. G. A. O. T. U. St. Barnabas declares tbat Christ is the 
Lord of the world, the maker of the Sun, tbe person by whom 
are all tbings. Justin Martyr says, that the earth, tbe heavens, 
and every creature were made by the Word. This IrenlBUB 
delivers as the rule of faith contained in the Scripture, to 
believe in one God, the maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things therein, by Jesus Christ the Son of God. Our doctrine. 
saith A tben&goras, celebrates one God the creator of all thinga, 
who made all things by Jesus Christ, from whom and hy whom 
all things were made. God, saith Theophilu&, made all things 
by Him, and He is called the beginning becaaae He is t.he 
principle and ruler of all things made by Him. And Tatian 
adds, we know Him to have been the author of the world, for 
that which was hegotten in the heginning gave beginning to 
the things made; He made man the image of his immortality, 
and before man He made the angela. We rational creatures, 
as Clement of Alexandria observes, are tbe work of God the 
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The fact being thus undeniably established, a 
few dissentients in the Mllsonic body, in order to 
neutr-alize its force, contend that "all this was 
altered at the Union; and the above title trans
ferred from the Second to the First Person in the 
Trinity."g I should like to see the authority 
for this assumed change; because it was distinctly 
provided in the third Article of the Union, that 
"no alteration whatever should be permitted; JJ 

and if such a change were sanctioned at that 
period, how does it happen that it was kept a 
profound secret from the Craft for nearly half a 
century, until revealed by an anonymons writer 
in the Freemasona' Magazine, A.D. 1858? 

But the cowan further asserts that " Free. 
masonry does not render any help to Christianity;" 
which may require a brief reply. Does he mean 
to infer that Christianity needs human assistance 
to ensure its perfection and prosperity? Does he 
intend to affirm that no society can be Christian 
which does not afford that assistance? Such an 
idea is singularly absurd; for in carrying out the 
principle we should be bound to believe that our 
public hospitals, insurance companies, sick and 
benefit clubs (which abound in every town and 
village under one denomination or another), and 
charitable societies of every description are anti. 
Christian. In a word, the test would include, in 

Word, for He was and is the divine principle of all things, by 
whom all thinga were made. We learn the same from many 
other of the ancient fathers. 

• See the PrtefTI4IfJ'M' MOfIazi.fM for Jan. 1868, pp. 70, 72. 
b 
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one universal sweep of condemnation, all our 
noble institutions, save and except those which 
are exclusively devoted to the inculcation of the 
Christian religion. 

But is it really true that Freemasonry falla 
to contribute such collateral aid to our holy 
religion as may be humbly afforded' by a society 
purely human? I have already said that it was 
founded by Christiau men for a Christian purpose j 
I now add that it embodies a series of Christian 
types, which are explained in its rituals on 
Christian principles j its doctrines and duties are 
framed on Christian models j it is acknow
ledged and protected by Christian laws; and 
therefore I am at a loss to understand how 
it can be truly pronounced an anti.Christian 
institution. 

I now take my leave-Liheravi animam meam ; 
although it is to be feared that notwithstanding 
this plain exposition of our principles, the defamers 
of Masonry will still continue to repeat their 
denUD.ciations. 

Dear and loving Brethren, farewell, 

And may God be with you all. 

GEO. OLIVER, D.D • 

.Lmcoln, 1867. 
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I I 
T HE close of the life of a good old man is always sugges

tive, in the minds of the survivors, of mixed feelings of 
regret and melancholy pleasure. We naturally regret the 
parting with the friend with whom we took sweet counsel, 
who solved our doubts and confirmed our wavering aspira
tions. But when the labours of our "father, guide, and 
friend," against darkness and doubt have lasted for nearly 
two generations, our affection cannot make us wish to 
restrain the champion from putting off his armour when 
the fight is done; and as we stand around his grave and 
catch the last glimpse of that mortal part of him which is 
committed to mother earth, our thoughts revert to the 
axiom of the heathen sage that "no one is supremely 
happy before death," to that wish of the older heathen who 
was compelled by the Divine will to say, "May I die the 
death of the righteous, and may my last end be like his!" 
until we arrive at the comforting revelation of our Grand 
Master in heaven to our Patron Saint John :-" Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord, for they rest, and their 
works do follow them." 

With the translation of the revered Brother who is the 
subject of this memoir, * and who may be truly said to have 
died in harness (the preface to this edition being written 

• The Publisher has had this Memoir drawn up from the 
following sources, viz.: 'l'he Freem.aMYfa'. Quarterly Review, F,.. 
fJICUOR'. Magazine, National Frtematt, U.S., Btam,fcwd Mercury, 
&0., and from personal recolleotion and correspondenoe with the 
late deceased MlUlonio Historian for nearly thirty years, thinking 
his Brethren would like to see some recognition of the services 
rendered to Freemasonry by IUs late 1'8vered and respected 
friend. 

/)2 
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in January c""srn th" restraint on his admL1'!!l'8' 
utterance of his virtues as a man, his competence and 
erudition as an investigator, and his industry 
3n giving thr M"ronlC '~irrld thr) benefit4i 040 his re8ij"rChe8~ 
Of the nndent larr7n~4frrkr of the Order he ,cas the ,rarefuJ 
editor and annotator, whilst he may be said to have created 
modern Masonic literature by the issue of works 8ucces
sively treating en,rry p03nt of oniT pr~Incihle in~ 

noined in the shmhols ond r,errmorier dthe r'44aft~ Initbrted 
,rt rn ohewhen a special dispensation of the Grand Lodge 
was nece~sary, and living for three lustres beyond the 
allotted span of hum'Srnity, his Maronie lide and l'Srbo'Srl1l, 
extsnd3ng 'Srver a of yearr~ mry he cr}n
}id}r~ed unhsrrllelrd. Nor did he, whilst acknowledging 
the supremacy of the claims of Masonry, entirely confine 
the efforts of his pen 10 the Order. Th0l rrrrgnrrte rtudies 
rtf rnd rec4)lved S4)me imh(rrtrrnt rontri
ttutknr fr4)En Ms hands; and hrr bJtouhht to his work in 
this direction the qua.lities by which alone its value can be 
tested-methodical and accurate hahits, combined with 
greot prrwerr of Hlurtrrdon and ThBse 43turliu 
43pprrard sn entirely ±itted 10 hir mindr thnt he may be 
f~id to have inhabited a higher sphere of thought in these 
matters, into which other men rise with lahour and difd
cuIty, appeibrinh to mrrrch krom d3rcoiberh to tHSrrrV45ey 

whilst ,0tTrerrr hare groped pninfnlld and with 
rrrccess. 

The late Dr. Oliver was descended from an ancient 
Scottish family of thrrt Krnmrr, rrHch i43 stilT rrsihrnt nt 
hHiur'r Cnst1<i. Hri war thE: eldes1 ron of the Ren, SE:mrel 

Uecbr fif LrrmbleYi Notts, and was born 5th Nov., 
1782. In 1801 he was initiated by the dispensation of the 
Grand Lodge, in the dt. Peter's Lodgr in tht) city of 

ond r'aired the followiog 
cear~ Ih03i harinc onl1< jnst attained his majority, he 
was appointed second ~aster of Caistor Grammar School, 
~ing in the same ye~ congrat~lat:fil. Mnrk . Masten: 
lle now began to rrtUfy the rCI40ibcrr lR an ea:tileSk ann 



IN HBHORIAM. xxix 

industrious spirit; and whilst laying the foundation of 
that deep and probing acquaintance with the symbolic 
practices and principles which was to bear such a glorious 
BUpel8tructure, he was not unmindful of the injunction to 
be "diligent in business." On succeeding in 1809 to the 
Head Mastership of Grimsby Grammar School, it was to be 
expected he should seek to disseminate It knowledge of the 
principles and benefits of Masonry. He accordingly pro
cured a warrant for establishing a lodge-The Apollo-at 
Grimsby, and was its W. M. for fourteen years-it being 
,then not uncommon for the same Brother to hold office ,for 
a number of' years-although at present a special dispen
sation is needed to hold the chair for more than two years. 
So satisfactory was our revered Brother's rule, that on the 
25th April, 1812, he had the pleasure of ,laying the first 
stone of a Masonic Hall in a town where previously to his 
advent there was scarcely a representative of Masonry. 
In the following year he was exalted a R. A. M. in the 
chapter attached to the Rodney Lodge, Kingston-upon
Hull, obtaining subsequently the several superior' degrees 
in Masonic Knighthood, &CO, in chapters and consistories 
attached to that lodge, which was noted for its opulence 
and respectability. 

In 1813 he whs ordained a deacon, and obtained priest's 
orders in the following year, during which he served the 
office of P. G. S., and was presented to the living of Clee 
by Bishop Tomline. In 1815 he attained the Rose +, the 
18th dl:'gree; and the following year, 1816, was appointed 
by P. G. M. White to be Provincial Grand Chaplain. 

From this time our reverend Brother occupied himself 
with imparting to the craft the results of his investi
gations into the true principles of the Order. ,In 1820 
appeared an octavo volume on the "Antiquities of Free
masonry," which was followed by "The Star in the 
East," and in 1826 by "Signs and Symbols," which 
has seen many editions; and a "History of Initiation." 
In 1829 he superintended a new edition of Preston's 
"Illustrations of Masonry." These works were not pro. 
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duced without great labour; the most extensive reading 
was required on many subjects, and in various languages. 
most of them quite unconnected with his previous IItudie8 
u a Chrilltian divine; and all this time he wu attending 
to the important dutiell of Head Muter of the Grammar 
School, and had under his putoral charge two parishes, 
one of them very populous. 

In 1831 Bishop Kaye presented him to the liTing of 
Scopwick, which he held till his death, and in 1834 the 
Dean of Windsor gave him the Rectory of Wolverhamp
ton and a prebendary in the Collegiate Church there. The 
year previously he had been appointed by P. G. M. D'Eyn
court his D. P.,G. M. for Lincolnshire, which he held for 
nine years. 

In 1838 Dr. Oliver (he had graduated as D.D. in 1836) 
became a joining member of the Witham Lodge, Lincoln, 
from the Apollo Lodge, Grlmsby, and having a peculiar 
regard for this lodge, wrote and published a short history 
of ita career. In April, 1841, he asaisted in laying the 
foundation-stone of the new Masonic Hall, Saltergate, 
Lincoln, preaching a sermon in St. Peter's Church, from 
2 Cor. v. 1,-" A house not made with handa, etemal in 
the heavens." He also asaisted at the dedication of the new 
Hall in June, 1842, and delivered an oration thereon. Upon 
this occasion were present the Doctor's father, his son, and 
his son's sons-four generations of Masons in one famUy. 
Two years later he wu elected an honorary member of 
the Witham Lodge, and so continued till his death. 

In that year (1844) a splendid testimonial, or Masonic 
offering, contributed to by Masons in all parts of the 
world, and coftsisting of a magnificent cup and a service 
of plate, were presented to him. Dr. Crucefix had in 
January, 1842, addresaed a letter to Brother W. A. Nichol
son, P.G.S.W. for Lincolnshire, on the propriety of pre
senting a Masonic offering to Dr. Oliver, from which the 
following is an extract :-

On my return from Grantham, DOW more thaD two years 
since, where for the first time I exchanged personal relations 
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-,nth our juetty esteemed and venerated Brother, Dr. Oliver, I 
eerioualy determined to plan, ay, and to execute (D. V.) a deBign 
which I had long contemplated, viz., that of causing to be pre
ented to him in the name of Freemasonry, Borne proper tributell 
as an acknowledgment of hiB general excellence. I only waited 
to _ him-much subject matter of deep reflection pasBes through 
the alembic of the" mind's eye" in a few minutes' conversation, 
that years of colTespondence, however unreserved, often fail to 
develop. • • • During to me a moat eventful period, our 
beloved Dr. Oliver encouraged and BU8tained me, and by hill 
presence in London on the 24th of last November, he closed a 
aeriea of kindneBses, but only to renew them with added fervour. 
I anude to these particulars, to show tbat intensely affected 
lUI my spirita have been, they could not earlier permit me to 
enter on the desirable project. • • • I am aware thl\t the 
Witham Lodge has paid our friend a compliment, but I am 
morally assured that an expression of tbe universal esteem in 
which he is held by the world of MlLBons will be regarded by 
him with feelings of justifiable pride; be cannot be unconRCious 
of his own exalted merit .. Lincolnshire, bis homestead, should 
lead, London should adopt, and the world should confirm the 
testimony of our Order to ita most distinguished member, by the 
purest wreath that should grace the brow of the Freem880n of 
all time. • • • There should be a Provincial Committee in 
Lincoln to co-operate with a London Committee, and all foreign 
and diBtrict Grand Lodges should be addressed. 

The Presentation can take place at the Provincial Grand 
Lodge at Lincoln in the Bummer of 1843. 

It being deemed essential to the completeness of the tes
timonial that Masons in all quarters of the globe should 
have an opportunity of contributing to this complimentary 
offering, much delay occurred; but happily the result was 
a triumphant testimony of the love, gratitude, and venera
tion felt for the distinguished doctor; and the offering 
derived a greater value from the correspondence which 
accompanied the gifts from all parts of the world, and 
which, if published, would have formed a most interesting 
volume. 

The presentation, which took place at the Witham 
Lodge (by adjournment at the City Arms Hotel), was 
attended, in addition to the members of the lodge, by a 
considerable number of visiting Brethren from Lincoln
shire and the adjoining provinces, as well a8 from London. 
As our revered Brother passed up the room, escorted by 
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the Committee, he was most warmly greeted by the com
pany, who rose simultaneously. After the customary 
loyal and Masonic toasts had been disposed of, the Chair
man requested the .. Oliver Offering" should be broughi 
into the room. 

Accordingly, the large cup and certain other portions of 
the service of plate, placed upon a piatforln covered with 
purple velvet, were borne up to the dais by four Past 
Masters, viz., Bros. W. H. Adams, 339, W. A. Nicholson, 
374, Pashley, 611, and Dr. Barton, 612, preceded by Bro. 
R. Goodacre, P. M., 374, and A. G. D. C. for the province, 
bearing his gilt wand. of office. The Brethren rose, and 
the cheering became enthusiastic as the Olfering passed 
up the room •. Upon arriving at the dais, it was formally 
delivered to the Chairma.n by BI·O. Goodacre, who said:-

W. Sir and Brethren, in bringing up this Offering to be pre. 
sented by you, in the name of the subscribers, to our Worship. 
ful and Reverend Guest. it may be necessary to lI&ya few worda 
in explanation as to its origination. It will be in the recollec
tion of several· Brethren now present, tha.t when, nearly two 
years &go, we were met at the banquet in this room, after having 
Bet apart and ·dedicated, for the purposes of Masonry, tbe hall 
where we this morning assembled, it was proposed to me (baving 
tbe bonour th8D to occupy the situation which you now bold) that 
lOme testimonial of OUI' love and regard ought to be presented 
to our Reverend Brother, .. the ~age of Ml\SOnry," in ackuow. 
ledgment of that light with which be had 80 long and so ably 
ilIuatrated the Craft; the propoBAl was made by Brethren or 
other provinoea, lind it was suggested that luch testimonial 
should be irrespective of proviuce or nation. so that all who 
had bene6ted by the patriarchal leBlonH of Dr. Oliver (as what 
Mason may not bave done 80 if be would t) milfht have the 
opportunity of adding bis mite in grate{1l1 acknowlt"lgment of 
tbe informa.tion which he had del'ived. Circumstances to which 
it would be improper more particularly to refer, now that the 
OIUBell of tbme miHunderstandings bave ceased, have in lOme 
measure contl'ibuted tu prevent tbe OfF"rinl{ a.ttnining to that 
amount which the p,'oposOjrs desired, and wbich the aervices of 
our very Worshipful Bmther so "ichly merited. Still, however, 
in bringing this Oft' .. ring forJou to present, we a.re gra.tified iD 
finding tba.t it is not con6ne to province or nation. in looking 
upon this memorial; our ROjverend Gilest may sa.y, l1li of the 
Craft itself aud of Ollr beloved country, tbat upon the contribu
ton to it the Bun never aeu. On referring to the list of Bub. 
8Oribers. in whose uames we now oft'er it, we find coutriblltioll8 
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hom both the East and West Indies-and if I may be excused 
for a moment diverging from the object before \18, it is a matter 
for sincere congratulation tbat the last accounts from India 
afford us a flattering evidence of the progress of our Craft; 
Lodges have long been held there, but they have been almost 
entirely restricted to natives of Britain settled in Ind,a; bnt 
this year has witnessed, for the first time, the establishment of 
a native Lodge, at the request of the natives, and in which 
BOme who bear rule are natives of the country. Hitherto the 
prejudices of caste and tribe have kept from the participation 
in our mysteries those who, however they may differ in the 
form of their creed, are not excluded from Freema.onry, inas· 
much as they believe in the Almighty Architect of heaven and 
earth, and practise the sacred duties of humanity and brotherly 
love. Those prejudices are wearing away, and it is a bal)py 
omen to find the natives themselves seeking to participate in 
the rights of our Craft ; how the British sway has been obtained, 
we as citizens of the world do not discuss, but believing it to be 
for the welfare of that country it should now cOlltinue, I for one 
hail the introduction of Freemasonry amongst our native fellow 
subjects of India as but the J;lrecursor to that better intercourse 
which shall terminate in their civilization, and, I truBt I am not 
out of order when I add, their Christianization. Apologising, 
Sir, for this digression, in the name of the subscribero, I offer 
you this small token of our Masonic regard, to be by you pre
sented to our Worshipful Brother and Guest, Dr. Oliver 
(Much cheering). 

When the cheering had ceased, the Chairman rose, and 
spoke somewhat to the following effect :-

Brethren, I have during my life heen placed in positions of 
considerable anxiety and difficulty in having to address public 
assemblies, yet, without resorting to the use ofa hacknied phrase, 
I must say that I never felt a difficulty 80 preMing as that under 
which I labour at the present moment; and that, not because I 
have nothing to say, but because the subject is so full of interest 
as to make me feel the imposBibility of doing it jUBtice. It is, 
however, a comfort to know that it requires no advocacy to put 
it forward; our W. Brother, Dr. Oliver, stands too firmly placed 
in your regard to need any words from me to set forth bis 
merits (Cheers). 

In continuation the Chairman made the defence of 
Masonry which is to be found printed 'Opposite the title
page of this volume. The most enthusiastic cheering 
followed, and our departed friend's reply was charac
teristic. In this place the speech cannot be given in eztef1,B(}, 
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but a few passages bearing on the end in view-the life of 
our late brother-must be admitted. 

lIe 8aid:-

When I was first initiated into Masonry, ahout the year 1801, 
I resided at a distanoe of more than twenty miles from the 
Lodge j and as faoilities for oommunioation between one plaoe 
and another were not so great then as they are now, it may be 
reaBOn:\bly presumed that I was not very regular in my attend
anoe on the duties of the Lodge. I p088essed, however, the 
advantage of instruotion in the leotures from a very intelligent 
master Mason, and I proseouted the inquiry with great dili
genoe, and, I may add, with great suooess, altbol1gh I was then 
little more' than eighteen years of age. I soon became ac
quainted with the meohanism of the Order, for the details were 
very simple, and the leotures, as usually delivered, exoeedingly 
short and oommon·place. On inquiry, I found that the leotures 
were, in reality, muoh more oomprehensive j and that they 
embraoed a more extensive view of the morals and soience of 
the Order than was contained in the meagre portions whioh 
were periodically doled out to the Brethren in the oountry 
Lodges. In fnot, at that time, I am afraid a majority of the 
Brethren thought more of the oonvivialities than the Roience of 
Freemasonry. On a mature consideration, I felt that this 
could not be the ohief design of Freemasonry j but a change of 
situation about that time, and being removed to a diatance from 
my Masonio instruotor, drove Freemasonry entirely out of my 
head for a period of seven years. At the end of this time, I 
found myself in a position to establish a new Lodge j aud I did 
aocordingly establish the Apollo Lodge at Grimsby, and was 
appointed its first Worshipful Master. Here, then, I had all 
opportunity of bringing into operation those improvements 
which had suggested themselves to my mind many yean before, 
and during the ten or eleven years that J presided over that 
Lodge, I flatter myself it was deoently oonduoted. I am sure 
it was pre-eminently successful. Still I oould not divest myself 
of the idea that Freemasonry contained ROme further reference 
than what appeared upon the faoe of the leotures, even in their 
moat extended form. But of the nature of that reference I was 
perfectly ignorant. I communioated with my Masonic instruc
tor on the subject, but be was equally at a 1088. I consulted 
other eminent Masons without suooell8. I remained in thi. 
state of doubt and indecision for several years j when, at length, 
an unforeseen accident put me in possession of all the information 
I wanted. It was ahout the time when the Union was making 
a noise in the Masonic world-in 1818 or 1814 j a numerons 
and flourishing Lodge, with whioh I was in the habit of oooa
sional oommnnication, appointed a oommittee to revile the 
leotnrea, for the purpose of making them palatable to all the 
Brethren. Amongst the members of the Lodge were aeveral 
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Jewish Masons, and they poslessed sufficient influence to direct 
the oommittee to toithdraw from the kcturu every relQOence to 
OkrWIiMl.ity. The attempt WWl rash ; because, if it had suo· 
oeeded, the ancient Landmarks of the Order would not only 
have been removed, but actually dtllltroyed. The committee 
entered on the work with great zeal and perseverance; but, aa 
they proceeded, unforeseeu obstacles impeded their progrea. 
They complained that on a minute analyzation of the lectures, 
\hey found them 80 full of typea and references to Christianity, 
that they could not strike them out without reducing the noble 
aystem to a meagre skeleton, unpo88elsed of either wisdom, 
atrength, or beauty. After mature deliberation, they unani· 
mously resolved to abandon tbe nndertaking; and pronounced 
it hopeless and impracticable. Thia experiment, which I 
watohed with great attentiou, opened my eyel to the important 
fact, that Freenlaaonry is capable of being made, not only more 
extensively usefnl, but of great actual value to the moral and 
religious institutions of the country. I deliberated long on the 
most feasible method of bringing the Order before tbe world, aa 
an institution in which Christianity was imbedded, and momIs 
and religion incorporated with scientific attainments; but with· 
out tbe most remote idea that I was to be the instrument for 
its development. It is true, I instituted a strict search into 
Maaonio facts; I penetrated iuto the dark and abstruse region 
of Masonic antiquities; and the further I advanced in my 
inquiritlll, the more I beoameoonvinced of theabaolute necessity 
of BOme systematic attempt to identify Freemaaonry witb the 
religious institutions of ancient nations, III typical 01 the Uti,"", 

I/IZ religion 01 Okn". Before I conclude, I ell"}l take the liberty 
of laying belore you a brief »ketch of my connexion with the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Lincolnshire. I have already said 
that I waa initiated a minor, and bave made a few observations 
on my Masonic feelings at that period. But it was not untU 
the year 1813 that I attained provincial rank. In tbat year 
P. G. M. Peters made me a present of a Steward's apron. Three 
yeaR afterwards, hiB successor, P. G. M. White, appointed me 
to the office of P. G. Chaplain, and I preached my first sermon 
before the P. G. Lodge at Barton·upen·Humber. The next 
P. G. Lodge was held at Spalding, in 1818, about which time I 
was taken into the councils of Bro. Barnett, D. P. G. M., and 
the BOle manager of Ma80nry.in the county; forneitherP.G.M. 
Petel'll nor his »ucctlllBOr held a P. G. Lodge in my time. Thence· 
forward Bro. Barnett never convened a P. G. Lodge, or took 
any step in the execution of his office, without con»ulting me, 
although be did not always follow my advice. It was, however, 
at my recommendation that annual P. G. Lodges were brought 
into operation; and tbey were carried on with tolerable regu· 
larity until the appointment of the present P. G. Master. Thul 
a P. G. Lodge wu held at Lincoln in 1820, at SleRford in 1821, 
and at Grantham in 1822. Owing to the increasing infirmities 
of Bro. Barnett, these interesting meetings were obliged to be 
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temporarily suspended; aud it was not until the year 1825 that 
the D. P. G. M. foulld himself capable of convening another 
P. G. Lodge. It was holden at Boston on the petition of the 
Brethren of the Lodge of Harmony. About this I;illle, Bro. 
D'Eyncourt was appoiute<l to the office of P. G. Master; and, 
owing to circumstances which he WIWI probably unable '"~ control, 
no P. G. Lodge was convened for spven years. During this 
inauspicious period, Fretomaaonry declill8d 80 much that there 
WIWI scar,eely an efficient Lodge in the province. The St. Mat
thew's Lodge at Barton, the Doric at Granthalq, the Apollo at 
Grimaby, and the Hope at Sleaford, had Intirely discontinued 
their meetings; and even the Witham, at Lincolu, and the 
Lodge of Harmony, at Booton, were extremely f"eble. AI; 
length, the P. G. M. saw the nece88ity of doing something; 
and ACCordingly he convened a P. G. Lodge at Lincoln in 1832, 
and another at Horncastle in ~he fulluwing year, al; which my 
Deputation was oonfirmed by patent. Tbenceforward mine was 
an authorized interference, and I aet myself seriously to the 
work of regenentting Masonry in the province. And tbe pro· 
_ I adopted was this. The P.G. Officers had not been 
changed for years, which constituted a just ground of complaint. 
I determined to reform this ahuse. I then framed a code of 
bye·laws for the government of Mawnry in tbe province; and 
frequently held two Provincial Grand Lodges WIthin the year, 
although I reaided, for a great length of time, a hundred milea 
out of the province. I advanced active and intelligent Brethrell 
to the purple; I distributed honours with impartiality, and, I 
trust, with a strict regard to justiee ; I instituted an inquiry 
into the state of the Lodgea, and introduced a discipline which 
operated so effectually, as not only to revive most of the old 
Lodges, hut to caURe new ones to 8pring up in every part of the 
province. During the progre8s of these measures for the puri
fication of the Order, I &88ure you, Brethren, moat solemnly, 
that I never sought for popularity at the expen8e of principle; 
I never sought for popularity by the infringement of allY 
Masonio law or a dereliction of any Masonic duty. In a 
word, I fIIl11er tlwu.ght of pt¥pUla,.ity; I thought only of a strict 
and con8cientious discharge of my duty. I flatter myself 
that I improved the dAltaiis of Masoury in the province. I 
rem,delled the ceremonial of the inlrodnotion and departure 
of the P. G. M. into P. G. Lodge, which had been very loosely 
and inefficiently conducted before my time. I re-arranged the 
order of puhlic proce88ionB; so that regularity and dtlcorum 
suoceeded carele88ne118 and disorder, and, I am happy to add, 
that other provinces have adopted my arrangement. Thus 
Masonry became respected; and, inHtead of continuing to be a 
byword and a reproach, it is now considered a title of distinc· 
tion. It is more than thirty years since my coDnexion with thll 
P. G. Lodge of Lincolnshire commenced. During the whole of 
that period Freemasonry has been my constant nnd unremitting 
care. Expense has not been 'pared, and much personal incon-
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venience has been sustained for the benefit of the Craft. I 
have had no common feeling on ~he subject. It bas been a kind 
of monomania, which I have never endeavoured to suppress. 
The time bas at length arrived when I feel myseU Cll.ll~d on by 
years and infirmities to bitl adieu to practical Freemasonry. 
You have this day pronounced that I have discharged my duty, 
during my official rule, like a good and worthy Mason; I shall 
therefore have the satisfaction of retiring from the scene assured 
of your approbation. I confess it is painful to sever the link 
which has cemented me to the Craft for so many happy years ; 
and to mitigate my regret, I must throw myself on your indul· 
gence. Your approbation of what I have done will hallow the 
remembrance of our connexion when our Masonic union has 
ceased, and we regard each other only in the light of private 
friends. To the subscribers to the Offering my thanks and 
gratitude are peculiarly due; and to withhold them on the 
present occasion would be a violence to my feelings. For more 
than forty years I have been a labourer in the forest, the 
quarry, and the mountain, for the advancement of the Order. 
Y onr sympathy and approbation have well rewarded my toil, 
although I have borne the burden and heat of the day. But I 
fatigue you. I confess, that the very idea of a last word-and 
that word Farewelll to Brethren wi~h whom I have acted so 
long and so cordially-whose zeal has given instant effect to all 
my plans and all my wishes-is exceedingly bitter and painful. 
But my Masonic conrse is nearly run. I have told you how I 
began-I have told you how I continued-I have no occasion 
to tell you-for you all know too well-how I ended. There 
are many Brethren present whom, it is highly probahle, I may 
never see again in this world. But there is another and a better. 
There, I trust, we shall all meet, never to part again. There, 
amidst the Masons of Heaven's high arch, we may practise our 
.ystem of universal love, an,1 rejoice in the blessings of unadul· 
terated Masonry for ever and ever I Brethren, farewell, and 
may God be with you all I 

The Rev. Doctor then sat down amidst loud and con
tinued cheering.' 

Before the conclusion of the proceedings acknowledg
ments of their services were rendered to the Brethren who 
had been instrumental in carrying out the object of the 
testimonial; viz., Bro. Spencer, of London j Bro. J. Mid
dleton, the maker of the "Offering" plate; Bro. Goodacre, 
and others. 

The following is a description of the presentation cup :-

It. is a large cup of exquisite workmanship, and reflects great 
credit on Bro. Middleton, of Lincoln, who has executed th" 
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t88k with equal tRste and judgment. The body i8 emboaaed 
with oherubs' heads, and fe8toons of roses; the oover and stem 
with emblems of corn and acacia; the cover is surmounted with 
a double triangle, and the five points of fellowsbip interseoting 
at right angles; on one side of the cup is the inBOription in 
Latin, whioh we give with its transla.tion ; and ot) the other the 
arms of Dr. Oliver, from whioh depends the emblem of a Past 
Provo D. G. M., viz.-

EB. on a ohief sa.: 3 lions rampant of the first. 
BST, a demi-lion rampant erased er: oollared and ringed ar. : 

INSCRIPTION ON THE CUP. 

Part of a Servioe of Plate presented by his BBOTHEB MASONS to 
the Reverend and V. W. Dr. OLIVER, P. D. P. G. M. for 

Lincolnshire, &0. &0. &0., written by the W. M. of the 
Witham Lodge, No. 374. 

A.D. 18404. May 9th. A.L. 68~8. 

GEORGIO OLIVER, 

B.T.P. ET B.A.E.B. 

VICAR DE BOOPWIOB: PRESBYT : DE WOLVEBIlAKPTON 

NUPER IN COMITE LINDI-COLONUI 

LAPICIDARUM 

PRO-ABOHIMAGISTBO 

NBONON ET COITUS DE WITHAM 874 SOCIO BT SA.OBBDOTI 

PHILOBOPHO ARCHAl:OLOGICO 

NULLI SECUNDO 

BEBUS HISTORICIS OPTIME PERITO 

OJlATOBI VEL IN ECCLESIA VEL IN CONSILIO 

ET DOCTBINA lI:T BLOQUBNTIA PSAl:STANTISSIHO 

UNIONIS MYSTICAl: 

IN CABITATE BENEVOLENTIA ET VEBITATE FUNDATAI: 

PER QUADBAGINTA ANNOS EXPOSITOBI EBUDmSSIHO 

PRATSI BEVEBBNTIA NUNQUAM NON DIGNISBIHO 

FJlATBBS PER UNIVERSAH TBRBABUH OBBE]( 

LATAMOBUU BITUS CELEBSA.NTES 

ET HONOBIS ET AIlOBIB OAUSA. 

DBDEBUNT. 

A.D. IlDOCCXLIV. A.L. lOODOOCXLVlII. 
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Tra.ulatw,a. 

TO GEORGE OLIVER, 
Doctor in Divinity and Fellow of the Society of AntiqUArians, 

Edinburgh, 
Vicar of Boopwick, Inoumbent of Wolverhamptou, 

Lately in the County of Lincoln 
Of Freemasons 

. Deputy Grand Muter, 
Also of the Witbam Lodge, 314, a Member and Chaplaiu, 

A Philosopher and ArchllBOlogian 
Second to None, 

In Historical subjects most learned, 
An Orator whether in the Church or in our Conncils, 

Both in Knowledge and in Eloquence most excellent, 
Of the Mystic Union 

Founded in Brotherly Love Relief and Truth 
For Forty Years the most Erudite Expositor, 

A Brother of Reverence unceaaingly mOlt worthy:
The Brethren throughout the whole surfa.ce of the Earth 

Celebrating the Rites of Freemason8 ; 
For the sake both of Honour and of Love, 

Have given this 

A.D. 1844. 
Offering. 

A.L.6848. 

Besides the above-described offering, the Doctor was 
presented by the Witham Lodge with a handsome silver 
salver in 1839, and by the Apollo with a handsome gold 
jewel. His name and reputation having extended to all 
parts of the world, he received numerous tokens of regard 
and esteem besides those already named. 
, Our esteemed Brother, shortly after the offering at 

Lincoln, was presented to the Rectory of South Hykeham. 
He still, however, continued to issue his works on the 
recepts and principles of the Craft, each volume justify

ing and illuminating the steps previously taken, and 
clearing the path to the goal of all Masonry-pe'fect ligllt. 
Many of these works have gone through three or four 
editions in this country, and have been republished in 
France, Germany, the East Indies, and the United States 
of America. 

It is not only literary men who, thanks to Dr.Oliv!"r, 
are retained within the Craft. Religious Dlen are also 
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kept in it by the "beauty of holiness," the sound, healthy 
tone that pervades the whole of our worthy Brother's 
writings. There is no cant, no hypocrisy in them; but 

• there is about them the very atmosphere of that Holy 
Book which lies open on our altars, and which Masons are 
exhorted to consider the unerring standard of truth and 
justice. Alas! how many of the Brethren there are who 
evidence by their lives and conversations that this exhor
tation falls unheeded on their ears. We believe that 
Masons, as a body, welcome heartily to their Brotherhood 
the ministers of religion. If we have any such amongst 
UB, we are certain that it is to be attributed to Dr. Oliver, 
who has incontrovertibly shown that thel'e is no an
tagonism between Christianity and Freemasonry; that, 
on the cOntrary, the latter is the handmaid of the former, 
its truest and stanchest friend and helper, and that a good 
Mason must necessarily be a good man. 

But important and salutary as is the influence which 
Dr. Oliver has produced by the labours of his pen on the 
Order, we believe that a great deal also of the respect and 
esteem in which that Order is held by the public at large 
is to be traced to the same source. Such a work as the 
" Star in the East," when put into the hands of an unin
itiated candid inquirer, has a marvellous effect. We have 
frequently tested it. We have heard men railing against 
Freemasonry as silly or wicked. We have lent them the 
above work, and almost invariably found that the perusal 
of it has had the elfect of converting the former enemy 
into a friend, and not unfrequently into a candidate for 
initiation. So also his "Apology for the :Free and Accepted 
Masons" has induced the clergy, in a great many instanCEs, 
to cease from their opposition, and to open their churches 
to our yearly gatherings. 

Several other very important influences may be ascribed 
to Dr. Oliver's disinterested and, as far as substantial 
appreciation is concerned, unrequited labours. He has, 
however, the great satisfaction of having done much fo~ 
the bene:6.t of Masonry, and therefore for humanity; for 
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Masonry is the friend of humanity. He has produced 
veneration and respect for our Order throughout "the 
civilized world (Rome and its serfs always excepted); he 
has implanted in the Brethren a taste for literature, one of 
the purest and most beneficial tastes that can be indulged; 
and he has, we feel convinced, done much to cherish a 
moral and religious tone in the minds of his readers. 

These are no slight influences for one man to exert. 
They are a precious reward for services, however laborious, 
however unheeded and depressing. 

Having led an active life in the discharge of his profes
sional duties and in literary pursuits, his voice began to 
fail at the age of seventy-two, and being obliged to confide 
the charge of his parishes to curates, he passed the remain
der of his life in dignified retirement, honoured and 
beloved. 

But he was not yet lost to the Masonic world, and our 
literature was enriched by his labours until May last, 
when he took his farewell of the Grand Lodge of 
Lincolnshire by delivering a lecture on the advantages of 
Freemasonry over other secret societies, and a warmly 
uttered address, 'which was listened to by those present 

. with evident emotion, as the words fell from the faltering 
lips of the kind old man who had then outlived the limit 
of human existence. Through the activity of the Provo 
G. Sec. of Lincolnshire, Bro. Lucas, of Louth, this address 
and lecture have been published, and the proceeds devoted 
to the Fund of Benevolence of Lincolnshire, founded by 
Bro. Lucas, in the welfare of which Bro. Oliver took a 
warm interest} almost one of his last acts being to write a 
cheque for one pound as his annual subscription towards 
that fund, and forward it to Bro. C. M. Nesbitt, P. G. 
Treasurer. 

Our esteemed Brother was taken ill about a f011night 
before he died, which melancholy event took place on 
Sunday evening, the 3rd March, at Lincoln. The intelli
gence was telegraphed to Bro. Smyth, D. Provo G. M., 
and a dispensation at once granted for the interment to 
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take place with Masonic honoun. Accordingly on Thun
day, the 7th March, a lodge waa summoned by the W. M. 
of the Witham Lodge; and invitations having been sent 
by the Provo G. Sec. to the other Lodges in the province 
to attend, about ninety of the Brethren met at the County 
Assembly Rooms, Lincoln, and fonned a procession, which 
joined the funeral corU!le at the house where the body of 
our deceased Brother lay, and accompanied his remains to 
their last rest\ng-place, ill St. Swithin's Cemetery, in the 
following order :-

Steward with! 
• wand. S 

Two Ty181'll. 
Visiting Brethren. 

Witham Lodge. 
Baud. 

Brethren out or Office. 
The Deacons. 

The Secretary with Roll. 
The Treasurer. 

The Senior and Junior Wardens. 
The P. Grand Officers. 
The Holy WritingR. 

The Grand PUrBuivant. 

The W orBhipful Master • 

The Officiating Clergymau. 
THE BODY. 

Mourners. 
Two St8wardR. 

Tyler. 

{ Steward with 
wand. 

At the couclusion of the Burial Service the W. M. of 
the Witham Lodge delivered an oration, and those signifi
cant tokens of Masonic love were rendered which con
signed to the grave all that remained to us of Bro. George 
Oliver. 

He was of a kind and genial disposition, charitable in 
the highest sense of the word, "thinking no evil," courte
ous, affable, self-denying and beneficent, humble, unas
suming and unaffected, ever ready to oblige, easy of 
approach, amiable, yet firm in the right. 

THE PUBLISHER. 
Ju'M,1867. 
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17. 1861.-M. P. Grand Commander of the Supreme Council 
of the H. E. for England and Wales. By 
succeasion. 

16. 1846.-Lient. G. Commander of the Supreme Council of 
the H. E. for England and Wales. By Patent. 

16. 1846.-D. G. M. of the G. Lodge of Massachusetts. By 
Diploma. 

14. 1845.-8. G. I. G.-3Srd degree. Deus meumque jUL 

IS. 18SS.-D. P. G. M. for Lincolnshire. Appointed by P. G. 
M. D'Eyncourt. 

12. 1816.-K. H. The SOth degree. 

11. 1816.-P. G. Chaplain. Appoiuted by P. G. M. White. 

10. 1815.-Rose +. The 18th degree. 
9. 1814.-P. G. Steward. Appointed by P. G. M. Peters. 

8. 18U.-Z. First Principal. 

7. 1814.-K. T. Created. 

6. 181S.-R. A. Enlted. 

6. 1812.-P. M. Installed W. M., Apollo Lodge. 

4. 180S.-Mark. Congratulated. 

3. 1802.-M. M. Raised. 

2. 1802.-F. C. Pasaed. 

1. 1801.-E. A. P. Initiated. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE YORK GRAND LODGE. 

THBBB are in Speculative Freemasonry several 
problems sub ju.dice, which have ex,:rcised the 
ingenuity of the Brethren in all ages of its exist
ence. Such as, whether Freemasonry was intro
duced into Europe by the gypsies ?1_ Whether it 
can be correctly identified with Rosicrucianism 7' 

1 Mr. Clinch boldly affirms the fact. The opinion is repeated 
in De Pauw's Egypt. This author observes, "Every person 
who was not guilty of some public crime could obtain admission 
to the lel!8er mysteries. Those vagabonds called Egyptian 
priests in Greece and Italy, required considerable sums for 
initiation; and their successors the gypsies practise similar 
mnmmeries to obtain money. And thus was Freemasonry 
introduced into Europe." 

I There is an EB8&y.in the Loodor& Magazine for January, 
1824, to prove the identity of Freemasonry and Rosicrucianism, 
and their modem origin; and the writer conclndes that" thongh 
Rosicrucianism is not Freemasonry, yet the latter borrowed its 
form from the former." An American anti·MlIIIOn endeavours 
to propagate the SAme opinion. He SAYS, "the Rosicrucian 
mania sprung up in Germany A.D. 1610, and nearly overspread 
Christendom. This puff of indefinable extravagance originated 
from the writings of John Valentine Andrea, a celebrated theo· 
logian ofWurtemburg, who amused himself with tales ofapiritual 
wonder and of mystical glory, as a literary hoax, in the style 
of Baron Munchausen's wonderful adventures. The visionary 
minds of that day took his work in earnest. They claimed for 

B 2 
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4 ORIGIN OF THE 

-Whether it be, or how it is, connected with the 
Templars? 3 who, as some think, received it from 
the Druses of Mount Lebanon.4- Whether the 
numerous foreign degrees, called Ecossais, were 
really derived from Scotland? IS &c. And as the 

the Rosy CroBB philosophy what is now particularly claimed for 
Freemasonry." It is believed.in Germany that Freemasonry 
originated with the Rose Croix. The Baron de Gleichen says 
that the Masons were united with the Rose Croix in England 
under King Arthur. I suppose he considers the Knights of the 
Round Table to be of this Order. The Baron de Westerode 
gives as his opinion that the Rose Croix was promulgated in 
the eastern parts of Europe in 1188 for the propagation of 
Christianity, and that it was received in Scotland under the 
appellation of the Order of Easteru Masons, and contained the 
secrets of all the occult sciences, and that it found its way into 
England in 1196; that it consisted of three degrees, and its 
emblems were a pair of golden compasses suspended from a 
white ribbon, as a symbol of purity and wisdom; the sun, the 
moon,' a .double triangle with the letter K; aud the Brethren 
wore a gold ring, with the initials I. A. A. T. (IgniS, Aer, 
Aqua, Terra). 

• Ramsay, Hunde, and many other innovators, founded their 
systems on the postulate that Freemasonry was a branch of 
Templary. Barruel was very positive on this point, and all the 
arguments which. he has used to vilify Freemasonry in his 
" History of Jacobinism" are expressly founded upon it. 

• This figment, I believe, has been adop.ted by the editor of 
the Clt..utian Remem7Yrancer. 

& It is curious to observe how diversified the seventy degrees 
of the so-called Scotch Masonry are; and I subjoin a catalogue 
of them for the information of the curious Mason :-Novice 
EcoBBais; Maitre Ecossais; Parfait Ecossais; Parfait Maitre 
Anglais Ecossais ; Ecossais Parisien; Rite Ecossais ; Ecossais 
Anglais ou des Frllres aines; Ecossais Rouge; Ecossais d'Angle
terre ; ECOBBais de Lyon ; Grand Ecossais ; Ecossais Frao9l'is ; 
Chevalier Ecossais; Ecossais Trinitaire; Parfait Ecossais; 
Ecossais Trinitaire, ou Globe des Grand Mattres Commandeurs 
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ENGLISH ROYAL ARCH. 5 

solution of these problems depends upon evidence 
which is inaccessible, it admits of considerable 
doubt whether they will ever be elucidated with 
such absolute precision as to merit universal 
credence. 

But the most important question which remains 
open at the present day, is the true origin of the 
English Royal Arch. The enquiry has excited 
much attention, and a great anxiety appears to 

de Temple; Eoossais Trinitaire, ou puissant Grand Maitre de 
l'Ordre de la Sainte TrinittS ; Eoossais Sublime Anglais ; EoossaiB 
d'Aloidony; Ecossais de Montpellier; EcoBBais de Paris; Ecos· 
sais de Dunkerque ; Eoossais Egyptien ; Ecossais de PMlIISe ; 
EcoBBais de Messine; EooBBais de Naples ou de Sicile ; Ecossais 
d'Angera; Ecossais de Clermont; Ecossais Architecte parfait; 
Eoossais de l'Anneau; Eoos8ais de Heredom; Grand Arohi. 
teote Eoossais; Grand Architeote Anglais EoOSBhis; Ecossais 
fideles ou de la Vieille Bru ; Grand Patriarohe Eoossais; Grand 
Eoossais de Saint Andr6 d'Eoos88 ; Eoo88ais de Saint Audr6 
d'Eoosse ; Eoossais de Saint Andr6 du Chardon; Grand Eoossais 
Patriarche; Grand EcoBBais des Patriarches ; Illustre Architecte 
EcoBBais ; Sublime Eoossais de la G. L. du Prince Edward; 
Sublime Ecossais, ou la Jerusalem c61este; Ecossais de St. 
Georges; Ecossais Purificateur ; Eoossais de Toulouse; Ecossais 
Vert; Eoossais Sublime Purificateur ; Ecossais des Quarante; 
Ecossais des petits apartemens j Eoo88ais des fils sines j Ecos
sais de ]'ranville j Ecossais de la Quarantine j Eoossais des trois 
j.j.j. (inconnua) j Grand Ecossais, ou Grand Elu ; Rite Ecossais 
phil08ophique; Grand Ecossais des Croisades; Ecossais des 
Freres ain6s, ou du Triple Triangle j Ecossais d'Hiram; Grand 
Maitre Ecossais ; Eoossais de la Loge du Prince Edward, G. M.; 
Ecossais Levite et Martyr; Grand Ecossais de Valachie, de 
Copenhagen et de Stockholm, ou Grade de l'Interieur ; Ecossais 
de la Vo~te sacr6e de Jacques VI. j Eoossais des Loges mili· 
taires; EcoBB&is de St. Andr6 j Eoossais de St. Andre, ou quatre 
fois respectable Maitre; Eo08sais de la perfection; Dame 
Sublime Eoossaise ; Ecossais de l'Hospice du Mont Thabor. 
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6 ORIGIN OP THB 

prevail amongst the Companions of the Order to 
ascertain truly the fact whether it be an ancient 
or a modern rite. The Ahiman Rezon says it 
has been held II from time immemorial; " but this 
is rather an indefinite expression, and somewhat 
difficult to comprehend. Some have asserted 
more determinately that the Templars brought it 
from the Holy Land; others that it was attached 
as a pendant to Templary in the sixteenth century; 
and some believe that it was unknown before the 
year 1780. There exists sufficient evidence to 
disprove all these conjectures, and to fix the error 
of its introduction to a period which is coeval with 
the memorable schism amongst the English 
Masons about the middle of the last century. To 
ascertain the causes which graduany led to its 
establishment, we must take a brief view of the 
leading circumstances attending that division of 
the Fraternity into two great and independent 
bodies. 

It is commonly believed that the prevalence of 
schism in any institution is the fruitf"l parent of 
many evils, which cannot fail to detract from its 
purity and excellence. And so it is; but the 
evil is not without its portion of good. Experience 
teaches that if the members of an institution 
become apathetic, nothing is so likely to rouse 
them to a sense of duty as the existence of con
flicting opinions, which produce a separation of 
interests, and divide them into two adverse 
sections; each of which, like the self-multiplying 
polypus, will frequently become as strong and 
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ENGLISH ROYAL ARCH. 7 

prosperous as the parent institution. This is 
peculiarly the case in religion. Separation, and 
the establishment of new sects, have generally 
been a prolific source of proselytism; and many 
a Christian may trace his conversion from a state 
resembling the darkest heathenism to the spirit of 
party, and the curiosity of searching for some· 
thing neW, stimulating, and attractive. In Free
masonry, from the same causes, former feelings 
are revived and brought into operation, which 
enliven the lukewarm zeal, and convert the most 
quiescent member into an active partizan. Like 
a gentle breeze directed on the embers of an 
expiring fire, schism fans the dying apathy of the 
inert, and gives a new impetus to his thoughts, 
words, and actions. 

Some such results as these attended the schism 
which agitated the fraternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons'during the greater part of the eighteenth 
century. The jealousies which it excited, and the 
divisions and heart-burnings which it produced, 
have now subsided. Half a century of peaceful 
union has extinguished all that unappeasable 
hostility which marked its progress; and the 

. historian may now venture on the details without 
incurring the hazard of exciting an angry feeling 
either in one party or the other, by faithfully un
folding the circumstances that gave rise to the 
secession, and attended its course till it was 
ultimately absorbed iD. the great body of English 
Freemasonry, at the re-union in 1813. 

To make the subject intelligible, it will he 

,. 
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necessary to revert to the earliest times of Masonry 
in England. Passing over the Druids, and the 
Grand Mastership of St. Alban, which are uncon
nected with the question at issue, we find in an 
old MllIionic manuscript the following important 
passage :-" Though the ancient records of the 
brotherhood in England were many of them 
destroyed or lost in the wars of the SUons and 
Danes, yet King Athelstan, the grandson of King 
Alfred the Great, a mighty architect, the first 
anointed King of England, and who translated 
the Holy Bible into the Saxon tongue, A.D. 930, 
when he had brought the land into rest and 
peace, built many great works, and encouraged 
many Masons from France, who were appointed 
overseers thereof, and brought with them the 
charges and regulations of the Lodges, preserved 
since the Roman times; who also prevailed with 
the king to improve the constitution of the 
English lodges according to the foreign model. 
That the said king's brother, Prince Edwin, being 
taught Masonry, and taking upon him the charges 
of a Master Mason, for the love he had to the 
said craft, and the honourable principles whereon 
it is grounded, purchased a free charter of King 
Athelstan for the MaSons; having a correction 
among themselves, as it was anciently expressed, 
or a freedom and power to regulate themselves, to 
amend what might happen amiss, and to hold a 
yearly communication and general assembly. That 
accordingly Prince Edwin summoned all the 
Masons in the realm to meet him in a congregation 
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at YORK, who came and composed a general 
Lodge, of which he was Grand Master; and 
having brought with them all the writings and 
records extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, 
some in French, and other languages, from the 
contents thereof that assembly did frame the 
Constitutions and Charges of an English Lodge, 
and made a law to preserve and observe the 
same in all time coming!' 

From this document it is evident that Free
masonry in this island was first formally planted 
at York, which hence bears the same relation to 
English as Kilwinning does to Scottish Masonry, 
although its introduction into North Britain was 
two centuries later.6 A Grand Lodge was estab
lished at York, under the charter of Ed win. which 
maintained its functions, and asserted its supre
macy down to the middle of the eighteenth 

8 It is probable that Masonry may have been introduced into 
Scotland about the &ame time as Christianity, although there 
are great objections to that theory; for in general the early 
buildings were not of stone, but of wood and wicker-work, and 
such as were of stone were extremely rude, and displayed no 
great knowledge of the Craft. I am therefore disposed to think 
that scientific masonry, Freemasonry, or anything worthy of 
being dignified with the name of architecture, was Ilot intro
dnced into that country till the twelfth century. But even 
although masonry may have been introduced at the same time 
1\8 the Culdees, I cannot suppose that the Culdees were Free
masons; and great injury hIlS been done to the Order by 
attributing to it much not only incapable of proo~ but of 
which there are strong gronnds for suspecting the reverse_ It 
appears to me that we have no prooof of Freemasonry having 
existed in Scotland before the year 1126. 

B 8 
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century. The name of an ancient York Mason 
was ~onsidered honourable in all ages; and the 
precedency has been conceded to it, by both the 
sister countries, as being of greater antiquity than 
the Kilwinning Masons of Scotland, or the Car
rickfergus ones of Hibernia. There is no evidence 
of a general Grand Lodge being held in any other 
place during the whole of the above period, nor 
has its authority ever been made a subject of 
doubt or dispute. It is true its records have not 
been preserved, owing probably to the rash and 
mistaken zeal of some of its grand officers in 
1720, who destroyed many of them, to prevent 
what they affected to consider an act of desecra
tion.7 But there is sl1fficient proof that its pr0-

ceedings were uniform and regular, and the names 
of its Grand Masters are before us in the proper 
order of succession. And more than this, a MS. 
copy of the Constitutions of Athelstan, now in 
the British Museum, has been published by Mr. 
Halliwell, and its regulations are in perfect 
accordance with the Constitutions of Masonry at 
the present day. 

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the 
government of the country attempted to interfere 
with its meetings, but without success. The 

, Ware, in biB Essay in the " ArcbleOlogiA, .. say. that Nicholas 
Stone destroyed many valuable papers belonging to tbe Society 
ofFreemasonB ; and he add., "Perbaptl biB master, Inigo Jones, 
thought tn, tbe uew mode, tbough dependaut on taste, W&I 

independent on BCience ; and, like the calif Omsr, that what 
was agreeable to the new faith W&I uael888, and that what was 
not ought to be destroyed." 
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queen was jealous of all secrets in which she was 
unable to participate, and she deputed an armed 
fo~, on St. John's day, in December, 1561, to 
break up tbe annual Grand Lodge. The Grand 
Master, Sir Thomas Sackville, received the 
queen's officers with great civility, telling them 
that nothing would give him greater pleasure than 
to admit them into the Grand Lodge, and com
municate to them the secrets of the Order. 
He persuaded them to be initiated, and this con
vinced them that the system was founded on the 
sublime ordinances of morality and religion. On 
their return, they assured the queen that the 
business of Freemasonry was the cultivation of 
morality and science, harmony and peace; and 
that politics and religion were alike forbidden to 

be discussed in their assemblies. The queen was 
perfectly satisfied, and never attempted to diaturb 
them again. 

The Fraternity was well governed by this Grand 
Lodge, which held its communications annually, 
and sometimes oftener; and the brethren at 
large were eligible to assemble in deliberation for 
the general benefit of the Craft. At these meet
ings the Grand Masters and Officers were installed, 
and other routine busine88 transacted. This old 
Grand Lodge was the conservator of the primitive 
Gothic constitutions and charges; and under its 
benign patronage the works of art were executed 
which reflect such high credit on the Masons of 
the middle ages. 

The establishment of a Grand Lodge in London 

" 
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for the southern division of the island, in 1717, 
did not interfere with its proceedings j and the 
two Grand Lodges entertained a mutual good 
understanding towards each other for many years j 
until the more recent establishment grew powerful 
by the accession of noble and learned persons of 
the highest rank j who, being under the necessity 
of having a permanent town residence for the 
convenience of attending their parliamentary 
duties, found no difficulty in being regularly pre
sent at the quarterly Grand Lodges, and thus 
conveyed the influence of their talents and posi
tion in society to the southern division of the 
Order. Their example augmented the ranks of 
Masonry in the provinces, until the increase of 
its Lodges, both in numbers and respectability, 
in every part of England, was so rapid and uni
form, that the Grand Lodge at York became 
inert, and at length silently resigned its authority 
into the hands of its more fortunate rival. 

This appears to be a correct view of the case, 
because the Lodges in the City of York itself, as 
well as the entire north of England, have for 
many years practised the mysteries of the Craft 
under warrants granted by the London Grand 
Lodge j and are governed by Provincial Grand 
Masters of the same constitutional appointment. 

The authority of the York Grand Lodge was 
110t however superseded without a feeling of jea
lousy at the usurpations of its rival, which indis
creetly committed a few instances of aggression 
on its privileges that appear to be indefensible, as 
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the title of "Grand Lodge of all England" had 
been conceded to it, while the London fraternity 
assumed the appellation of "The Grand Lodge 
of England." Taking advantage of an unfortu-

3ispute amongst of a Lodge a%; 
the southern encouraged ths;t 

""~~''G',aJII:. Brethren in by grant~ 
m~W Lodge unde;r 

es;tnstitutions, in idle dreaming ho+e 
soon a similar secession would occur in their own 
body. This encroachment was not suffered to 
pass without expostulation and protest on the 
part of the ancient Grand Lodge, which con
tended that it would have been more in accord-

with the genuine and regulation", 
J\'Iesonry, if the Bl'ethren had been 

and to apply for re~ 

++drmesion into the dad so inconside~ 
abandoned. 

This aggression having been attended with 
success, was followed up in 1734, during the 
Grand Mastership of the Earl of Crawford, by 
the constitution of Lodges, the issue of deputa
tions, and the appointment of Provincial Grand 

for Lancashire, and 
of the Gran,l 

llYatthew Ridley, Esq" to the P. G. Master~ 
ship of Northumberland; E',ward Entwistle, Esq., to that of 
Lancashire; and Joseph Laycock, Esq., to that of Dnrham. 
And the London Grand Lodge pronounced that all the Lodges 
in those provinces were under its authority. 
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ancient rights was highly offensive; but the York 
MatIOna finding themselves too feeble to stem the 
torrent, after an ineffectual protest, held on their 
course in a dignified silence for a few years; and, 
although the rights of their Grand Lodge were 
superseded, and its influence weakened by the 
increasing prosperity of its rival, continued to act 
on their own independent authority, which was 
never called into question. Even after the domin
ion of the London Grand Lodge became indis
putably established, and it conaidered itself enti
tled to the homage of the whole island BOuth of 
the river Tweed, the one old Lodge at York was 
always excepted.~ 

• Thul it was resolved, during the Grand Mastership of the 
Earl of Carnarvon, afterwards Duke of Chand08, that "All 
Lodges ... e under the patronage of our Grand MAlter of Eng
land, except the old Lodge in York city, and the Lodges of 
Scotland, Ireland, France, and Italy, which, afFecting indepen
dency, are under their own Grand Masten." -A nderSOll', OOfllt. 
1738, p. 196. • 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE EPITHETS "ANCIENT" AND "MODERN" 
EXPLAINED. 

ABOUT the year 1737 or ,1738, commenced that 
notable schism which again divided the English 
fraternity into two separate and independent 
sections, by the establishment of another Grand 
Lodge in London, and the appointment of a new 
Grand Master, with his staff of officers. It will 
be observed in limine, that, at this .me, private 
Lodges did not possess the power of conferring 
either the second or third degree, which was a 
privilege reserved by the Grand Lodge for its 
own peculiar exercise; and these degrees were 
given as the reward of meritorious Brethren, wh~ 
had rendered essential services to the Craft, 
either by their learning, talent, or activity; and 
this only with the unanimous consent of all the 
Brethren assembled in communication. An 
infringement of this privilege led to very serious 
and important consequences. 

A few ambitious Brethren, who were ineligible 
for these degrees, prevailed on lIome inconsiderate 
Master Masons to open an illegal Lodge, and to 
pass, and rai~ them to the sublime degree. 
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These irregularities having escaped immediate 
detection, the same Brethren proceeded to initiate 
new members into the Order; and attempted to 
invest them with Masonic privileges. A project 
so bold and unprecedented could not elude ulti
mate discovery. The newly initiated Masons, 
proud of their acquisition, applied, in the cha
racter of visitors, for admission into the regular 
Lodges, when their pretensions were speedily 
unmasked, and the authors of the imposition were 
called on to vindicate their conduct before the 
Grand Lodge.1 Complaints were preferred against 
them at the Quarterly Communication in June, 
1739, and the offending Brethren were allowed 
six months to prepare their defence. After a 
full investigation and proof of their delinquency, 
it was resol.ad that <t the transgressors should be 
pardoned upon their submission and promises of 
future good behaviour." It was also resolved, 
that "the laws shall be strictly put in execution 
against all Brethren who shall, in future, coun
tenance, connive, or assist at any irregular 
makings." 

The delinquents, though pardoned, appear to 
have been highly dissatisfied with this decision, 
which they affected. to consider in the light of an 
indirect censure; and having tasted the sweets of 
their former illicit proceedings, they assumed the 
position of persecuted Brethren, and converted 
the resolutions of the Grand Lodge into a pretext 

I MS. Penes me. 

Digitized by Google 



ENGLISH ROYA.L A.RCH. 17 

for persisting in their contumacy j and in open 
violation of the constitutions, they continued to 
meet as Masons in unauthorized places, to initiate, 
pass, and raise candidates, and to perform all the 
functions of a warranted Lodge, under the plea 
that in ancient times a sufficient number of Ma. 
sons residing within a certain district, with the 
consent of the civil magistrate, were empowered 
to meet for the purpose of making Masons, and 
practising the rites of Masonry, without warrant 
of constitution j and that the privilege was inherent 
in themselves as individual Masons. 

But the first meeting at the revival in 1717, 
under Anthony Sayer, Grand Master, had agreed, 
as a preliminary measure towards the formation 
of a Grand Lodge, and to cement its power, that 
this privilege should no longer exist. And it was 
unanimously resolved, that the privilege of assem· 
bling as Masons, which had been hitherto unre
stricted, should be vested in certain Lodges or 
assemblies of Masons convened in certain places j 
and that every Lodge to be hereafter convened, 
except the four old Lodges at this time existing, 
should be legally authorized to act, by a warrant 
from the Grand Master for the time being, granted 
to certain individuals, by petition, with the con· 
sent and approbation of the Grand Lodge in com· 
munication; and that without 8'Uch warrant no 
Lodge should hereafter be deemed regular or 
constitutional!' II 

• "Thia regulation was found nace_ry," saya a Coutinental 
writer, "because that here and there private Lodges were 

B 5 
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The seceding Brethren contended that the 
above assembly did not possess the power to pass 
such a resolution. because it was not only self
created. but defective in numbers; whereas. "in 
order to form what Masons mean by a Grand 
Lodge. there should have been the Masters and 
Wardens of jive regular Lodges. that is to say, 
five Masters and ten Wardens, making the number 
of installed officers fifteen. This is so well known 
to every man conversant with the ancient laws. 
usages. customs, and ceremonies of Master Ma
sons. that it is needless to say more, than that 
the foundation was defective in number. and con
sequently defective in form and capacity!':1 And 
that. altho':lgh they called the assembly a revival 
of the Grand Lodge. it was a gratuitous assump
tion which could not be verified by facts; because 
"had it been a revival of the ancient Craft only, 
without innovations or alterations of any kind. 
the Free and Accepted Masons in Ireland. Scot
land. the East and West Indies. and America. 
where no change has yet happened.' nay, Free
masons in general, would agree in secret language 

formed by faJae and unworthy Brethren, who used a ritual of 
their own, and pretended to make men Freemasons, for the sake 
of their money. Some countries, ~rticnJa.rly Denmark and 
Prussia, have passed laws that no Lodge shall be held or formed 
in any part of their dominions without having first obtained a 
warrant from one of the Grand Lodges. In Germany, there are 
a few of the ancient Lodges which are independent, and which 
have not joined any Grand Lodge, but which, on account of 
their age, are acknowledged as regular Lodges by all the others." 

• Ahiman ResOD, p. viii. Ed. 1813. 
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and ceremonies with the members of the modem 
Lodges. But daily experience points out the 
contrary j and this is an incontrovertible proof of 
the falsehood of the supposed revival." t 

These arguments and reflections, however, were 
unheeded by the Grand Lodge, or considered as 
serving only to aggravate the oft'ence: and strin .. 
gent resolutions were passed to check their pro
ceedings, which produced only a temporary eft'ect; 
for several Lodges having been erased from the 
lists for refusing to attend the Grand Master in 
Quarterly Communication, pursuant to notices 
repeatedly served on them for that purpose, the 
members united themselves with the seceders, 
and succeeding in forming a body of sufficient 
strength to cast oft' their allegiance openly to the 
metropolitan. Grand Lodge. As there had been, 
before this period, some differences between the 
Grand Lodges of London and York, the schisma. 
tics assumed the name and authority of the latter, 
although it is doubtful whether that body gave 
any sanction to their illegal proceedings. Laurie:; 
asserts that the sanction was only "pretended;" 
and Noorthouck positively says, that they had no 
encouragement whatever from the Grand Lodge' 
at York. His words are-U Under a fictitious 
sanction of the ancient York constitution, which 
was dropped at the revival of the Grand Lodge 
in 1717, they presumed to claim the right of con· 
stituting Lodges. Some Brethren at York con· 

4 Ahiman Rezon, p. ill:. a Page 116. 
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tinued, indeed, to act under their original consti
tution i hut the irregular M a.'ons in London never 
received any patronage from them." 6 

The constitutional Grand Lodge now took the 
matter into its most serious consideration, and 
attempted to bring the refractory Brethren to a 
proper sense of duty, that they might return to 
their allegiance, and be received with affection 
and forgiveness. Failing in this endeavour, it 
resolved at length to adopt the expedient, appa
rently rendered necessary by the emergency, but 
extremely ill. judged, of introducing a slight altera
tion into the system, which might have the effect 
of detecting the schismatics, and thus excluding 
them from the orthodox Lodges.7 The resolu. 
tion was unfortunate, and produced the very evil 
which it was intended to avert. 

The Grand Lodge now expressly ordered the 
regular Lodges not to admit the seceding Brethren 
as visitors, or to countenance or acknowledge 
them in any way whatever, but to treat them as 

8 Const. p. 24.0. 
7 This alteration is thus explained by a cotemporary writer: 

-" I would beg leave to ask whether two persons standing in 
the Guildhall of London, the one facing the statues of Gog and 
Magog, and the other with his back turned on them, could, 
with any degree of propriety, quarrel about their situatioo, as 
Gog most be 00 the right of one, and Magog on the right of 
the other' Such, and far more insignificant, is the disputatious 
temper of the seceding Brethren, that, on no better grounds 
than the above, they chose to usurp a power, and to act in open 
and direct violation of the regulations they had solemnly engaged 
to maintain, and by every artifice possible to be devised, endea· 
voured to increase their numbers." 
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persons unworthy of notice, until they humbled 
themselves as the Grand Master shall in his pru
dence direct, and until he signifies his approval 
by a missive directed to the regular Lodges. The 
Grand Lodge further recommended the utmost 
care and circumspection in the examination of 
visitors; and not to admit them on any pretence 
whatever, until they had entered into an engage
ment that they had been regularly initiated, 
passed, and raised, in a lawful, warranted Lodge. 

These regulations were a source of exultation 
and triumph to the seceding Brethren. They 
loudly exclaimed against what they termed an 
alteration of the landmarks, as an unprecedented 
and unconstitutional proceeding; accused the 
Grand Lodge of having deviated from ancient 
usage, and conferred upon all its members and 
adherents the invidious epithet of modern Masons,8 

while they appropriated to themselves the exclu
sive and honourable title of tI ancient Masons, 
acting under the old York constitutions, cemented 

8 The offence WaB increaaed by the manner in which they 
recorded their opinions on this invidious subject. They charged 
the Gnmd Lodge with a design of abolishing the old custom of 
explaining geometry in the Lodges, and substituting convivi· 
Ality in its stead. "Some of the young Brethren," they said, 
"made it appear that a good knife and fork in the hands of a 
dexterous Brother over proper materia.ls, would give greater 
satisfaction, and add more to the conviviality of the Lodge, than 
the best scale and compasses in Europe." They furthel' asserted 
that the Brethren had made an attempt to get rid of their 
aprons, because" they made the gentlemen look like mechanics." 
-Ahiman Rezon, p. 14. 
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and consecrated by immemorial observance." 
'Faking advantage of this popular cry, they pro
ceeded to the formation of an independent Grand 
Lodge, drew up a code of laws for its government, 
issued warrants for the constitution of new Lodges, 
"under the true ancient system of Freemasonry;" 
and from the fees arising out of these proceedings 
they succeeded in establishing a fund of benevo
lence, besides defraying the current expenses of 
the institution. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ORIGIN OF THE ROYAL ARCH. 

IT will be necessary to pause a moment here 
for the purpose of taking into consideration a few 
anomalies in this new establishment, which appear 
difficult of solution. The ancients,l in their jus
tification, had strongly and repeatedly condemned 
the formation of any new Grand Lodge, as an 
unconstitutional proceeding, and at variance with 
the genuine principles of Masonry; and pro
nounced that such a body, being self-constituted, 
could not possess any legal authority over the 
Craft. But if they were sincere in their protes
tations, why did they constitute a Grand Lodge 
of their own? And again, if they really derived 
their authority from the Grand Lodge at York, 
why did they not unite under its banner, refer to 
it for their warrants and other public sanctions, 
instead of openly renouncing its protection by 
the establishment of a new Grand Lodge, and 

I I shall use \he worda IJRcieRtl and modetm in their general 
acceptation; the former to designate the aeceders. and the 
latter the constitutional Muons; although both were alike 
either ancien' or modern, being equally derived from the 
same 80Uroe: 
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issuing constitutions for the formation of private 
Lodges, even in the city of York itself? These 
queries are difficult to answer, and therefore the 
ancients wisely avoided them. Not a word on 
the subject is to be found in the Ahiman Rezon, 
though, as we have already seen, it is sufficiently 
vituperative on other points.!! 

The accusation of changing the ancient land
marks of the Order, which was pertinaciously 
urged against the Grand Lodge of the moderns, 
answered every purpose which was intended to 
be effected by it. The new Order became 
extremely popular, and as it professed to convey 
privileges, and to communicate secrets unknown 
to the rival institution, persons of rank were 
induced to enrol themselves under its banner. 

But, notwithstanding the virtuous indignation 
which was expressed by the ancients at the alleged 
delinquency of the English Grand Lodge, I am 
inclined to think that they themselves, at the 
above period, remodified, at the least, if they did 
not alter, several of the old landmarks. It was 
asserted by Finch, and some other Masonic char
latans, that the Master Mason's word was never 
lost! And although, when this public announce-

I Laurie says of this book :_H The unfairness with which he 
(Dermott) has stated the proceedings of the moderns, the 
bitterness with which he treats them, and the quackery and 
vain glory with which he displays hie own pretensions to 
superior knowledge, deserve to be reprobated by every class of 
Masons who are anxious for the purity of their Order, and the 
preservation of that charity and mildness which ought to 
characterize all their proceedings."-Laurie, p. 117. 
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ment was made, it was considered merely as an 
ingenious fiction to attract attention to their 
worthless publications; yet there is circumstantial 
evidence, which may induce us to suspend our 
opinions on the trnth or falsehood of the assertion. 
These considerations afford a clue towards dis
covering the origin of the English Royal Arch 
order, which, I think, it would be difficult to 
trace beyond the period of this schism, although I 
admit the imperfection of written evidence in 
proof of facts attached to a secret society, which 
professes to transmit its peculiar mysteries by 
Qral communication only. 

Sir William Drummond, the erudite author'of 
the Origines, has recorded the opinion that "it 
is painful to have doubts where others believe;" 
and I myself have long felt the force of this sen
timent with respect to the Royal Arch. At my 
first exaltation in 1813, I was taught to believe 
it an ancient degree; but I confess, that even at 
that early period I entertained considerable doubts 
on the point. The degree is too incongruous to 
be of any great antiquity. It exhibits too many 
evidences of modern construction to be received 
with implicit credence as a ceremony practised 
by the ancient Dionysiacs, or even the more 
modem colleges of Freemasons, or confraternities 
of the middle ages, to whom we are indebted for 
the sublime specimens of science and genius 
exhibited in the ecclesiastical buildings, which 
still dignify and adorn every European nation. 
It is not mentioned in any ancient record of 

u 
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acknowledged authenticity; nor does Dr. Ander
son give the slightest hint, in his elaborate history 
of the Order, that it was known at the period 
when he wrote. 

The earliest mention of it in England which I 
can find is in the year 1740, just one year after 
the trifling alteration sanctioned by the modem 
Grand Lodge already mentioned. An old Master 
Mason'lj tracing-board or floor-cloth, pnblished on 
the Continent almost immediately after symbolical 
Masonry had been received in France as a branch 
from the Grand Lodge in England in 1725, which 
furnished the French Masons with a written copy 
of the lectures then in use, contains the true 
Master's word in a very prominent situation.' 
This forms an important link in the chain of pre
sumptive evidence, that the word, at that time, 
had not been severed from the third degree and 
transferred to another. If this be true, as there 
is every reason to believe, the alteration must 
have been effected by some extraordinary innova
tion and change of landmarks. And I am per
suaded, for reasons which will speedily be given, 
that the seceding Brethren are chargeable with 
originating these innovations; for the division of 
the third degree and the fabrication of the Eng
lish Royal Arch appear, on their own showing, to 
have been their work: 

Now their Master Mason's degree, which 
included, as we shall see, the germs of our present 

• lII8. peDIlII me. 
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Royal Arch, although it contained elements of 
the greatest sublimity, was imperfect in its con
struction, and unsatisfactory in its result; which 
will tend to show, from the crude and unfinished 
state in which it then appeared, that the degree 
was in its infancy. The anachronisms with which 
it-abounded, and the loose manner in which its 
parts were fitted into each other, betrayed its 
recent origin. In fact, it was evidently an attempt 
to combine several of the continental degrees of 
sublime Masonry into one, without regard to the 
order of time, propriety of arrangement, or any 
other consistent principle; and therefore we find, 
in the degree as it was originally constructed, 
jumbled together in a state of inextricable con
fusion, certain detailed events commemorated in 
Ramsay's Royal Arch, the Knights of the Ninth 
Arch, and many others, particularly the Rite 
called the Ancien de Bouillon, which was the real 
name of the degree, and it was on this authority 
that they denominated themselves Ancient 
Masons. It is impossible to be explicit on this 
part of the subject, because the particulars cannot 
legally be committed to writing; nor is it material, 
for it is the origin and not the details of the Royal 
Arch that I am now principally concerned to 
show. The fabricators might-it is barely pos
sible-have had the idea from the sister island, 
but they could not have imported the degree from 
thence, because, if practised by the Irish Masons 
at that period (which is extremely doubtful), it 
was altogether a different composition. 

c 2 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SPURIOUS DEGREES. 

I PROCEED to show the presumption that the 
Royal Arch degree was concocted by the ancients 
to widen the breach, and make the line of distinc
tion between them broader and more indelible. 
Colonel Stone says, " It is asserted, but with how 
much truth I have not the means of deciding, that 
the first warrant for the practice of the Royal 
Arch degree was granted by Charles· Edward 
Stuart, son of the Pretender, to hold a Chapter of 
an order called the Scotch Jacobite, at Arras, in 
France, where he had received many favours at 
the hands of the Masons. This Chapter was sub. 
sequently removed to Paris, where it was called 
Le Chapitre d' Arras, and is, in fact, the original 
of our present Royal Arch Chaptera." Stone's 
information on the foreign degrees, however, 
was very imperfect; for there is no evidence 
to prove that the English Royal Arch was ever 
worked in France. The Chapter established 
under the auspices of the Chevalier was denomi
nated the Eagle and Pelican, l another name for 

I It is wonderful to reflect on the number of spurious 
Masonic degree. which had the Eagle for their symbol I-As, 
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the Royal Order of Bruce, or that part of it which 
is called the R.S.Y.C.S., a composition of a widely 
different nature from our Royal Arch. 

In compiling the Abiman Rezon, Dermott was 
particularly guarded lest he should make any 
undue disclosures which might betray the English 
origin of his degree, for it would have destroyed 
his claim to the title of an ancient Mason; but, 
notwithstanding all his care, I shall be able to 
prove the fact almost from the Ahiman Rezon 
itself, with the assistance of a little analogous 
testimony collected from other sources. It was 
evidently his intention that the Royal Arch should 
be received amongst the Brethren as a foreign 
degree, which had been practised from the most 
ancient times. Now it could not be a continental 
rite, because it does not correspond with the 
Royal Arch propagated by Ramsay on the con
tinent of Europe; neither is it found in any of 
the French or German systems of Masonry prac
tised during the early part or middle of the last 
century. It is not contained in the Royal Order 
of Bruce, which is the only ancient system of 
Masonry in existence, except the three blue 

for instance, Chevalier de l'Aigle, au des MattTeB Qus; Cheva
lier de I'Aigle, au Ie Maitre parfait en Arcbitecture; Cbevalier 
de I'Aigle et du Pelican; Chevalier de l'Aigle blanc et nair; 
IDustre Cbevalier Commandeur de l' Aigle blanc et noir; Che
valier de I'Aigle noir; Le Prince de I'Aigle noir; Le Prince 
du Grand Aigle nair; Chevalier de I'Aigie d'Or ; Chevalier de 
I'Aigle Prussien; Chevalier de I'Aigle renverse; Chevalier de 
l' Aigle rouge ; Ordre del deux Aigles; Chevalier del deux 
Aigles couronnes; Ancien et accepte, &c., &0., &c. 
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degrees; neither do we discover it in the systems 
of Charles Edward Stuart, of the Chapter of 
Clermont, in the degrees of Baron Hunde, in 
Hermetic, Cabalistic, or Eclectic Masonry; nor 
in the elaborate rites of Zinnendorff, Swedenborg, 
Fessler, Bedaridde, Peuvret, or their compeers. 
It was not included in the order of Mizraim, Adop
tive Masonry, or the Rite Ancien et Accepte; nor, 
I am persuaded, in any other system which was 
ever practised on the continent of Europe. If it 
were, I have failed in my endeavours to discover it. 
It is therefore very properly denominated the 
English Royal Arch, for it was doubtless a fabri
cation of this country, and from hence was trans
mitted to every part of the world where it now 
prevails. Let us then endeavour to ascertain its 
precise origin. 

The ancients proclaimed to the public in their 
Book of Constitutions-ti It is a truth beyond 
contradiction, the Free and Accepted Masons in 
Ireland and Scotland, and the ancient Masons of 
England, have one and the same customs, usages, 
and ceremonies; but this is not the case with the 
modem Mllsons in England, who differ materially, 
not only from the above, but from most Masons 
in all parts of the world."· And in another 
place they state particularly what some of these 
points of difference were, viz., tI they differ exceed. 
ingly in makings, ceremonies, knowledge, Masonic 
language, and installations; so much so that they 

I Ahiman ReZOD, p. 70. 
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always have been, and still continue to be, two 
distinct societies, totally independent of each 
other!' S To authorize such assertions as these 
there must have been some organic difference, 
which could be nothing short of the institution of 
a new degree, practised in the ancient Lodges. 
And to make it the more attractive, they dignified 
it with the title of the Royal Arch, or Rite de 
Bouillon, as Ramsay had done before them, 
although their degree differed materially from that 
which he had promulgated under the same name. 
It is, however, extremely probable that Ramsay 
may have had some hand in this business; for he 
visited London at the very period in question, for 
the purpose of introducing his new degrees into 
English Masonry; and his schemes being rejected 
by the constitutional Grand Lodge, nothing 
appears more likely than that he would throw 
himself into the hands of the schismatics, who 
would receive his communications with pleasure, 
because they presented the means of furthering 
their views in the propagation of what they 
termed ancient Masonry. And under these cir
cumstances a new degree, or rather new cere
monies, were concocted,4 which promised to cement 

• Ahiman Rezon, p. 30. 
4 In the R. A. of Ramsay there was a jewel inacribed with 

the lettera I. V. I. O. L., meaning Inveni verbum in ore Leonis, 
of which the following explanation was given in the historical 
lecture attached to the degree:-" Biblical history informs DB 

that the J eWI were BlaVes to the EgyptianB nntil they were 
redeemed by MOIIIIII, for the purpose of occupying the promiled 
land. We alao learn from the ADnsJa deposited in the arohlvea 
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the schism, and prove an effectual bar to all recon. 
ciliation, by constituting a tangible line of demar
cation between them snd the moderns, which 
would be impregnable. Dermott confesses that 
the Royal Arch WAS PIRST PRACTISED in England 
by "the Excellent Masons of the Grand Lodge of 
England according to the old constitutions, who, 

in Scotland (1), and only to be examined by us, tbat in a certain 
battle the ark of alliance was lost in a forest, and was subsequently 
found by the roaring of a lion, which, on the approach of the 
Israelites, ceased its roarings, and couched at their feet. This 
lion had previously devoured a great number of the Egyptians 
who attempted to carry away the ark, keeping securely in his 
mouth the key to the treasures which it contained. But when 
the high priest came near him, he dropped the key from his 
mouth, and retired couching and tame, without offering the 
least violence to the chosen people." There is a similar allusion 
to a lion in the degree of the venerable Grand Master of all 
Symbolic Lodges, or Master ad vitam, where he is represented 
as having been wounded by an arrow, and having escaped from 
the stake to which he had been bound, lay at the mouth of a 
cave with the broken rope about his neck, using eertain mathe
matical instruments. At the foot of the st:,ke lay a crown. 
This bore a reference to the escape of CharlllS Edward Stuart, 
the claimant to the crown of England; and in' the lectures a 
question is asked, "What does Jackson signify'" which is thus 
answered :-" I am that I am, which is the name of him who 
found the cavern where the lion was hid tbat kept in his mouth 
the key of the ark of allianoe, which was lost, as is mentioned in 
the degree of the R. A." It is now universally allowed that 
Jackson means Jaques·son, the son of James, the exiled king. 
There can be no doubt but Ramsay invented the French Royal 
Arch, and made it the highest of all his degrees, and the fie plUB 
ultra of Masonry. The fact is, the above was a symbol to signify 
the lion of the tribe of Judah, or Christ, pierced with the spear, 
and bearing the key to unlock and explaiu the teudenoy of the 
Jewish dispensation, and its reference to Christianity. 
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duly assembled, and constitutionally convened in 
general Grand Chapter, carefully collected and 
revised the regulations which have long heen in 
we for the government thereof j "IS thus asserting 
their claim to antiquity, although it had never 
yet been practised in England. Ramsay ~ad 
already made the same claim for the antiquity of 
his degrees, which, it is well known, were invented 
by himself.' It is, therefore, extremely probable 
that Ramsay was concerned in the fabrication of 
the English degree j because it still embodies 
some of the details of his Royal Arch, the whole 
of which, I am inclined to think, in the earliest 
arrangement of the English degree formed one 
of the preliminary ceremonies.6 

I Laws and Regulations of the Holy Royal Arch in the 
"Ahiman ~zon," p. 114. 

, I make this statement, becanse the earliest copy of this 
degree in my possession, dated 1788, commences with a long 
explanation of the ceremonies of Ramsay's Royal Arch as pre· 
pamtory to the English degree. This ceremonial had been 
discontinued before my own exaltation in 1813; and probably 
not long before ; because a copy of the lectures. which was 
placed in my hands by a friend at that period, opens with the 
details of Enoch's arches; but this portion had been obliterated 
by running a pen through it. The notorioUB Masonic quack, 
Finch, in the explanation of one of his engravings, says " the 
four equilateral triangles within the perpendicular part is emble· 
matic of the Surpmded Arch, Adtla7lC«l Arch, .Dedicated Arch, 
and 0ilw1lllCl'ibed Arch; and the twelve letters are the initiala 
of the proper words belonging to these four points of the Royal 
Arch degree. In the right-hand corner is another aro.. relatitIB 
to tM Royal A rck, tIIith nine perpendicular A rchel, made by 
Bnock, and dilcotlered by Solo_ The Z stands for the chief 
officer of the Chapter, and the equilateral triangle round the 

C 3 
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Besides, Dermott could not have derived his 
degree from any other source, for the age of con
tinental innovation had only just commenced, and 
Ramsay's degrees were the only new introdnc
tions grafted upon symbolical Masonry in France. 
The Freemasonry which was practised in that 
country, between A.D. 1700 and 1725, was only 
by some English residents, without a charter or 
any formal Lodge. The first warrant for opening 
a Lodge in France, was granted in 1725, by the 
Grand Lodge of England to Lord Derwentwater, 
Maskelyne, Higuetty, and some other French 
followers of the Pretender, who met at an eating
house in the Rue des Boucheries. It was not till 
1728 that Ramsay added his new degrees; and 
this gave the idea of the hauts grades, which soon 
came into vogue; but they were received with 
suspicion, and made little progress for some years.' 
In December, 1736, Lord Harnouester was elected 

letter Z alludes to the triangular chains of the Jews dnring part 
of their Babylonish oaptivity." The reAl ceremonies of this 
aorreptitious third Degree were, however, essentiAlly different 
from Ramsay's Royal Arch, as will I,e shown in a subpequent 
chapter. 

, We have the testimony of Professor Robison, the anti· 
Mason, that "Ram!ll\y was as eminent for his piety as he was 
for his enthusiasm, but his opinions were singular. His eminent 
learning, his elegant talents, his amiable character, and particu
larly his estimation at court, gave great influence to everything 
he said on the subject of Masonry, which WM merely a matter 
of fashion and amusement. Whoever has attended muoh to 
hnman affairs knows the eagtr'TIaB with. tohicA men propagate all 
riflgl6lar opinio'll8, aM ehc deligkt toMeh attemla their !a.ourabll 
reoeptiOlL .. 
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Grand Master for France, and Ramsay was 
installed into the office of Grand Orator. In 
1740 he came over to England, and remained in 
this country more than a year; after which he 
returned to France, where the rage for innovation 
had now fairly commenced. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE MASTER'S PART. 

IT was during this period, I am persuaded, that 
the English Royal Arch was fabricated; for very 
soon afterwards the ancients publicly announced 
that" Ancient Masonry consists of four degrees," 
while modern Masonry had only three j the fourth 
signifying the Royal Arch, of which, until a much 
later period, the constitutional Grand Lodge pro
fessed to know nothing, but which was authorita
tively pronounced by the ancients to be "an 
essential and component part of ancieut Masonry, 
and that which is the perfection and end of the 
beautiful system." 1 The words of the preamble 
to the original laws of their Royal Arch, are 
tbese,-"Ancient Masonry consists of four degrees; 
the three first of which are those of the Apprentice, 
the Fellow-craft, and the sublime degree of Master; 
and a Brother, being well versed in these degrees, 
and otherwise qualified as hereafter will be ex
pressed, is eligible to be admitted to the fourth 
degree, the Holy Royal Arch. This degree is 
certainly more au gUIlt, sublime, and important than 

1 Abiman Rezon, pp. 118, 111. 
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those which precede it, and is the summit and per
fection of ancient Masonry. It impresses on our 
minds a more firm belief of the existence of a 
Supreme Deity, without beginning of days, or end 
of years, and justly reminds us of the respect and 
veneration due -to that Holy Name. Until within 
these few years, this degree was not conferred on 
any but those who had been a considerable time 
enrolled in the Fraternity; and could, besides, 
give the most unequivocal proofs of their skill aud 
proficiency in the Craft." II In fact, until within 
a few years before these laws were drawn up, it 
was not conferred at all; for it was unknown. 
, In proof that the members of the constitutional 

Grand Lodge were, at this period, ignorant of its 
existence, and disclaimed its authority as a 
Masonic innovation, the Grand Secretary of the 
moderns stated, in answer to the petition of an 
ancient Mason for pecuniary relief, about the year 
1758-" Being an ancient Mason, you are not 
entitled to any of our charity. The ancient 
Masons have a Lodge at the' Five Bells,' in the 
Strand, and their secretary's name is Dermott. 
OUR SOCIETY IS NEITHER ARCH, RoYAL ARCH, 

nor ancient, so that you have no right to partake 
of our charity." 3 It is clear, therefore, that the 
moderns had no Royal Arch in 1758; and equally 
clear that it had been long practised by the 
ancients, who were entirely ignorant of it at the 

I Abiman Rezon, p. 113. 
I A copy of this curioua document will be found in the 

" Ahiman Rezon." Introduction, p. xi. 
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first breaking out of the schism; for they were 
then members of Lodges under the constitutions 
of England; and if they were acquainted with 
the degree, they were bound on their allegiance 
to communicate it to their superiors, if, 88 they 
afterwards asserted, it formed a constituent part 
of ancient Masonry, which they did not do. And 
if they were not acquainted with it, as it is reason
able to presume, how did they know it after the 
schism, if it was not a new invention or a new com
munication? And it could not be the latter fOf 
the reasons already stated. The conclusion is, 
therefore, inevitable, that the ancients fabricated 
the degree. 

In confirmation of this fact, the same book of 
constitutions declares, that Ie it is impossible to 
exalt a modern Mason to the Royal Arch, without 
previously conferring upon him the Master's 
degree according to thei,' own ceremonies."· This 
assertion was doubtlessly made on the ground that 
he was already in possession of the Master's word, 
which they knew was communicated in the third 
degree, according to the terms of the t< Master's 
part," as then practised by the modern Grand 
Lodge: for the first lectures which were drawn 
up by Brothers Payne, Anderson, Desaguliers, 
Martin Folks, Madden, and other eminent 
Masons, expressly declare, in the degree of Master 
that t< that which was lost," meaning the Master 
Mason's word, "is now fou.nd ;" i.e. in the latter 

4 Ahlman ReZOD. ~O. 
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ceremonies of the third degree, when it was 
delivered to the newly-raised Master in due form; 
and, therefore, the Royal Arch degree would have 
thrown"no new light on the subject to a constitu
tional Master Mason." 5 

This is a convincing proof that the difference 
between the ancient and modern systems consisted 
solely in the mutilation and extension of the 
third degree; and it is actually referred to in the 
proceedings of the modem Grand Lodge in 1755, 
where they expreS8 their disapprobation at the 
conduct of the ancients in "introducing novelties 
and conceits of opinionative persona, to created 
belief that there have been other societies of 
Masons more ancient than this .ociety;"6 
evidently alluding to the establishment of the 
Royal Arch; which they publicly repudiated 
three years afterwards, as I have already shown, 
by declaring that they knew nothing of " either 
Arch or Royal Arch." 

• .A. highly valued correlpondent IaYII, "Since 1 last wrote 
to you, 1 have had oCCl\llion to study much Masonry, both as to 
the history and origin of the seveml degrees, and its distinction 
into speculative and operative j and after the closest attention 
I caD pay to the subject, 1 have oome to the conclusion that no 
degrees are ancient except the three first. The R. A. degrees 
mayor may not j but 1 cannot trace them much, if at all, 
beyoud the middle of the last century: iu fact, 1 have great 
donbts if they be not a modern oompilation (I speak particularly 
of the R. A. degree itself) j the idea having been taken from 
Ezekiel's vision, in the llame way as the almost blasphemous 
foreign degree of the -- is taken from the first chapter of 
Revelations." 

• Noorthouck's Conatitu~ p. 264. 
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These declarations appear to have created a 
sensation amongst the Fraternity, which was 
unfavourable to the seceders; and, therefore, 
Dermott proceeded, in his own justification, to 
charge the regular Grand Lodge with having con
cocted a new third degree at its first establish
ment, because the Masons who formed it were 
ignorant of the Master's part. He says that 
tt About the year 1717, some joyous companions 
who had passed the degree of a Craft, though 
very rusty, resolved to form a Lodge for them
selves, in order, by conversation, to recollect what 
had formerly been dictated to them; or if that 
should be found impracticable, to substitute some
thing new, which might for the future pa88 for 
Masonry among themselves. At this meeting the 
question was asked, whether any person in the 
assembly knew the Master's part; and being 
answered in the negative, it was resolved that the 
deficiency should he made up with a new composi
tion, and what fragments of the old Order could 
be found among them, should be immediately 
re-formed, and made more pliable to the humours 
of the people." 7 It will be needless to add that 
this is an exaggeration; because it is very im
probable that the Brethren who were acting in 
the four old Lodges in existence at that period, 
with Sayer, Payne, Lamball, Capt. Elliott, and 
other eminent Brethren at their head, should be 
ignorant of the ceremonies of the third degree. 

Ahiman Rezon, p. 28. 
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From the above facts and arguments we may 
rationally conclude that the Royal Arch was 
practised at that period by the ancient Masons 
only.8 

8 At the fabrication of this degree, .it is evident that the 
word "Keystone" was used; for Dermott, who was doubtless 
the individual to whom its origin may, in a great measure, be 
attributed, in an epilogue of his composition, which was spoken 
at the Tbeatre Royal at the Haymarket, has the following 
passage, in evident allusion to it :-

"The men, too, can build, as their fancy best suits, 
With curls on each side like a pair of volutes; 
High toupees in front, something like a KBTBTONE," &c. 

I think he was right in tbe use of this word, which certainly 
was used originally. In Dunckerley's Ritual it is thus exem· 
plified. " What do we three represent in the chapter' The 
Three Keystones which all must draw before they can obtain 
the M. G. and S. W." Our Supreme Grand Chapter has sub· 
stituted the words" cape stone," to imply that the Bubterranean 
passage of those early ages was not vaulted, but covered with 
a flat ktone roof supported by pillars, after the manner of the 
Egyptian temples; under an impression, I suppose, that arches 
and keystones were unknown at the building of Solomon's 
Temple. The subject is of sufficient importance to merit a brief 
examination, because modem discovery has confirmed the belief 
that the use of the keystone is older than the first temple. 
Mr. King, indeed, asserts that "arches were not used for a 
thousand years after the building of King Solomon's Temple ;" 
and as a proof of it, he cites the temples of Zerubbabel and 
Herod, which contained no arches; nor are they mentioned by 
Homer. None, he says, were introduced into the magnificent 
buildings either of Babylon or Persepolis; neither were they 
made use of at Athens; in the temple of Diana at Ephesus; 
nor in Egypt, eJ:cept in the edifices which were constructed 
after the time of the Ptolemies; and he concludes by assigning 
the honour of the invention to.Archimedes.-(Mun. Autiq., 
voL ii., p. 225.) But subsequent luvestigations have shown the 

C 5 
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It appears further that the degree was then 
conferred, in the Master's Lodge; for separate 
chapters were a subsequent introduction, as also 
was the change of colour. The records state, that 
" every regular and warranted Lodge possesses the 
power of forming and holding meetings in each of 
these several degrees, the last of which, from its 
pre-eminence, it is denominated a chapter."9 But 
these regulations were drawn up many years after 
the first establishment of the R.A. 

inaccuracy of this opinion. It is now clear that the arch and, 
keystone were known to the Tyrians before the time of Solo
mon. .. An opinion," says Mr. Wilkinson, in his Topography 
of Thebes, "admitted by the generality of the learnetl world, 
gains force by want of contradiction, till at length it passes into 
fact. The arch was employed in the houses of the Egyptians. 
owing to the small quantity of wood growing in the country, 
and in roofing the chambers of the crude brick pyramids. I had 
long been persuadtld that the greater part of the brick vaults in 
the western tombs of Thebes were at least coeval with the eigh
teenth dynasty, but had never been fortunate enough to find 
proofs in support of my conjecture, till chance threw in my way 
a tomb, vaulted in the usnaI manner, with an archea aoortllay of 
the same materials, stuccoed, and bearing in every part of the 
fresco paintings, the name of Amenoph I. Innumerable vaults 
and arches exist at Thebes, of early date, but unfortunately none 
with the names of kings remaining on them. The ab01le ail
COfJery carrieB the ea:iatence of the arch up to B. O. 1540, or 450 
year. before the building of Kifl{/ Solomon', Temple." And the 
same Egyptian antiquary thinks that they were known at a still 
earlier period. Dr. Clarke caInes arches up to the time of 
Abraham, an opinion which i. oorroborated by Sir W. Gell.
Argolil, p. 56. 

• Ahiman Rezon, p. U. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE DEGREE OF GEOMETRICAL MASTER. 

THE seceding Masons who met at the Ben 
Jonson's Lodge, in Spital Fields, styled their 
exalted Brethren fC ExcelJent Masons," which is 
another proof that the degree had been adapted 
from Continental Masonry, and that the 
fabricators were desiro1.ls of inculcating the 
belief that it was a foreign rite. This is 
further confirmed by what the fC Ahiman Rezon " 
says of the Lodge at the fC Ben Jonson's Head," 
that fC Some of the Brethren had heen ahroad, and 
received extraordinary benefits on account of 
ancient Masonry." 1 The excellent Masons were 
alone eligible to be present during an exaltation. 
It is evident that Dermott knew nothing of the 
degree 80 called, which is a more modern compila
tion, because if he had, his R.A. or N e plus ultra 
would have constituted a fifth degree, and this 
was repudiated by his. preliminary announcement 
that It Freemasonry contains four degrees, and no 
more." The name of Excellent was, therefore, 

1 Ahiman Rezon, p.12. 
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a mere distinction applied to those who had 
received the new degree. And this argument will 
serve to prove that the Past Master's was also 
unknown as a degree, it being then considered as 
a simple ceremony, and was confined to those who 
had actually occupied the chair of their Lodge. 

When the General Grand Chapter was formed, 
the degree was dignified with the name of MOBt 
Excellent; the chief officers of the Grand Lodge 
were considered etc officio as" Grand Chiefs JJ of 
the Royal Arch; and in the end warrants were 
pronounced necessary to authorize Lodges to con
fer the degree; and the fee was stated at one 
guinea. These, however, appear to have been 
gradual steps; and many years elapsed before the 
system was arranged, and the Order of the Royal 
Arch organized so as to constitute an indepeudent 
rite. Altogether it was a bold proceeding; but 
Bro. Dermott was an intrepid character; e and 
he succeeded in establishing quietly in England 
that which excited on the continent of Europe 
opposition and tumult, and sometimes exposure 
and disgrace. 

It is true, the degree was unattended with any 

I Sir W. Drummond (" Origines," vol. i., p. 18), speaking of 
the fabulous history of the Chaldeans, says,-" Mankind are 
.ldom satisfied with remaining in doubt, when conjecture can 
explain what curiosity desires to know. The bold invent, and 
tbe credulous believe. Imagination embellisbes tradition, illu
mines the dark pages of history, and builds on the early and 
doubtful annals of former times BOme glittering edifice, which 
dazzles the eyes of the ignorant, and which even pleases the 
spectator who doubts of its BOlidity." 
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. speculative doctrines of a questionable or dan
gerous nature j and, therefore, it was not likely 
to excite an extraordinary degree of attention in 
the recipients. It embodied none of those theoso
phic notions which pervaded some of the Teutonic 
systems of continental Masonry; it promulgated 
no doctrines which were prejudicial to the interests 
of morality; and for these reasons it escaped ani
madversion. It aimed to embody the sublimities 
of religion, and to hallow the attributes of the 
Most High. And while it pointed to the pro
phecy of Jacob, that "the sceptre should not 
depart from Judah until Shiloh come," 3 the pre
judices of the Christian and the Jew would he 
alike conciliated, and no one would feel justified 
in questioning the propriety of an extension· of 
the third degree, while its object was reputed to 
promote the glory of God, peace on earth, and 
good-will amongst mankind. 

Even after the Grand Chapter was formed, it 
was only necessary to produce a certificate that 
the applicant was "a Geometrical Master Mason" 
to entitle him to be passed· to the Royal Arch; 
and the candidate was privately pa88ed the chair 
as a preliminary ceremony j II a custom that was 

a The name given to the Ohapter No.1 of the modern system, 
viz., "The Rock and Fountain Shiloh," is a proof that our 
Brethren of that age considered the Royal Arch to be a Ohris
tian degree; for the above title interprets Shiloh as Ohrist, and 
refers to the fountain of his blood springing from the rock of 
our salvation. 

4 This is the word that was then used. 
6 The qualifications of a candidate at that period, as I find by 
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used till the Union, in 18]3.4 This extension of 
the primitive principles of the Order was subse. 
queutly adopted by the constitutioual Masons 
under the Grand Lodge of Eugland, who remo-

an old MS. in my po_88ion, were these :-" Brethren who had 
distinguished themae!.ves in Craft Masonry, not only by their 
learning and talent, but by their love of Masonry, their activity, 
generosity, and liberality of sentiment. The,}' must have shown 
themselves posseBBed of a great desire to increase their Masonio 
knowledge, and to promote the general intereste of the aociety ; 
not governed by either enthUBiasm or bigotry, but by a general 
love to the human race. They cannot be admitted until they 
have passed through the degrees of Craft Masonry, nor until 
they have attained the age of twenty·five years, unle88 their 
father be a Companion of the sublime degree, and then they 
may be admitted, if well recommended, balloted for, and 
approved, at three several periods, at the age of twenty.three." 

e The fact is proved by the form of the official documente. 
Before the degree was conferred, the following certificate was 
isslled by the Master and Wardens :-" Wbereas ODr trusty 
and well-beloved Brother , a Geometrical Master 
Mason, and member of onr Lodge, has solicited ns to recom
mend him as a Mcuter Mcurm, every way qualified for p&8Iing 
the Holy Royal Arch ; we do hereby certify that, so far as we 
are judges of the neceseary qualifications, the said Brother has 
obtained the nnanimous consent of our Lodge for this recom· 
mendation." But after the candidate had received the degree, 
this certificate was iBBued to authorize his registration in the 
books of the Grand Chapter :-" We, the three Chiefs and 
Scribe, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do certify, that 
in a Chapter of Holy Royal Arch, convened and held nnder 
the sanction and anthority of the worshipfnl Lodge No. -, our 
beloved Brotber ---, having delivered to ns the recom
mendation of the Lodge , hereunto snbjoined, and 
proved himself, by due examination, to be well qualified in the 
several degrees of Apprentille, FeJlowcraft, and Master Mason, 
and haWfI!J paued the cll4ir, was by U8 admitted to the supreme 
degree of Excellent R. A. Mason." 
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delled the degree, and brought it to its present 
form after many judicious alterations and im
provements; but the period when it was first 
introduced amongst them is uncertain. The 
edition of Preston's Illustrations, dated 1781, 
contains no reference whatever to the Royal Arch; 
but in the very next edition, after the author had 
been admitted into the Fraternity of the ancients, 
the word "Companion" occurs in reference to 
the Grand Chapter of Harodim, established by 
the constitutional Grand Lodge in 1787, which, 
says he, "for some years was faintly encouraged; 
but after its merit had been further investigated, 
it received the patronage of several exalted Ma
sonic characters." The poetical department of 
the first-named edition contains no Arch songs, 
while the latter contains several. Bro .. Dunc
kerley composed his Royal Arch songs between 
these two dates. The introduction of the Royal 
Arch degree into the modem system could not, 
therefore, be earlier than the dedication of Free
masons' Hall in 1776. Ten years after this date, 
the regulations of the degree were first published. 
I have before me a list of the Grand Officers in 
1788, which shows the state of the Royal Arch at 
that period; and from the number of Past Grand 
Masters Z, which was then an annual office, being 
only eight, the presumption is that the Grand 
Chapter had been formed only eight or nine years 
previously-viz., in 1779.7 But it was not till 

7 The names of these eight were OompH. James Galloway, 
Esq.; Thomas Dunckerley, Esq.; John Brooks, Esq.; Jame8 
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the year 1785 that newly exalted Companions 
were required to pay a registration fee. 

At the period of its introduction by the ancients, 
however, and before the moderns ever contem
plated its use amongst themselves, the Grand 
Lodge was alarmed at the innovation; and when 
the Marquis of Caemarvon was elected to the 
office or Grand Master, he applied himself steadily 
to the extinction of the schism. His acting 
deputy, Dr. Manningham, conducted the proceed
ings, and pointed out the necessity of discouraging 
such an open violation of the laws of the society, 
by some decisive measures. At a Grand Lodge 
holden on the 20th of March. 1755, a formal 
complaint was prererred against certain Brethren 
for forming and assembling under the denomina
tion of ancient Masons, and pronouncing them
selves independent of this society, and not subject 
to the laws or to the authority of the Grand 
Master. Dr. Manningham, the D.G.M., observed 
that "such meetings were not only contrary to 
the laws of Masonry, but an insult to the Grand 
Master and to the whole of the Free and Accepted 
Masons; as they tended to introduce the novelties 
and conceits of opinionative persons, and to create 
a belief that there have been other societies of 
Masons more fmcient than this society." After 
much deliberation, it was unanimously resolved, 
"That the meeting of Brethren under any deno-

Heaeltioe, Esq.; John Allen, Esq.; Bartholomew Ruspioi, Esq.; 
Franois Coust, Esq.; Sir Herbert Mackworth, Bart. 

Digitized by Google 



ENGLISH ROYAL ARCH. 49 

mination of Masons, without a legal power and 
authority from the Grand Lodge of England for 
the time being, is inconsistent with the honour 
and interest of' Masonry, and an open violation 
of the established laws of the Order." II 

This resolution was followed up by the erasure 
of twenty-one Lodges from the list, for irregu
larity; and particular mention is made of one of 
these Lodges, which was most active in its propo
gation of the schism, held at the Ben Jouson's 
Head, in Spitalfields, and its fourteen members 
were all expelled the society by name. Such 
prompt Rnd decisive proceedings were met by 
a public remonstrance on the part of the ancients, 
couched in the following language :_CC A Lodge 
at the Ben Jonson's Head, in Pelham-street, 
Spitalfields, was composed mostly of ancient Ma
sons, though under the modern constitution. 
Some of them had heen ahroad, and received 
extraordinary benefits on account of ancient 
Masonry; therefore they agreed to practise ancient 
Masonry on every third lodge night." This 
avowal contains an indirect allusion to the Con
tinental innovations from which the Royal Arch 
had been concocted; for all the new system~ 

claimed to be derived from some ancient system 
of Scotch Masonry, which, in fact, never existed. 
" Upon one of these nights, some modern Masons 
attempted to visit them, but were refused admit
tance. The persons so refused laid a formal com-

8 Minutes of the Grand Lodge, Ma.rch 20, 1755 

D 
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plaint before the modern Grand Lodge, then held 
at the Devil Tavern, near Temple Bar. The said 
Grand Lodge, though incapable of judging the 
propriety or impropriety oC such refusal (because, 
I suppose, they knew nothing oC the Royal Arch), 
not being ancient Masons, ordered that the Ben 
Jonson's Lodge should admit all sorts oC Masons 
without distinction, and upon non-compliance 
with that order, they were censured. 

"The persons thus censured, drew up, printed, 
and published, a manifesto, and Mason's creed, 
which did honour to their heads and hearts. The 
Collowing lines are copied Crom the preCace to 
their pamphlet :-' Whereas, the genuine spirit 
oC Masonry seems to be greatly on the decline, 
that the Craft is in imminent danger Crom false 
Brethren; and whereas, its very fundamentals 
have of late been attacked, and a revolution Crom 
its ancient principles, &c., it has been thought 
necessary by certain persons who have the welfare 
of the Craft at heart, to publish the following 
little pamphlet, by means oC which it is hoped 
the ignorant may be instructed, the lukewarm 
inspirited, and the irregular reformed.' Every 
real, that is, every ancient Mason; who read those 
publications, was convinced of the injustice done 
to the Be~ Jonson's Lodge in censuring them 
for having done their duty; a duty which they 
owed to God, and to themselves; and a business 
with which their judges, the then modern Grand 
Lodge, were totally unacquainted. Nevertheless, 
censure was passed, and a minute thereof pre-
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served in tbe archives, from whence it was pub
lished as one of the legislative orders on their 
records." 9 

• .. AhimaD ReZOD," p. 12. 

I) 2 
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CHAPTER VII. 

EXPULSION OF THE ATHOL MASONS. 

MATTERS went on in this state for some years, 
both parties increasing in numbers and respecta
bility; until the ancients procured the high 
l,atronage of the Duke of Athol, the Grand 
Master elect of Scotland, who undertook the 
office of Grand Master, in 1776; and the opposi
tion, which was now carried on upon more equal 
terms, had the effect of stimulating the zeal of 
the Fraternity on both sides; and the number of 
Lodges was gradually augmented by the issue of 
new warrants from each of the rival Grand 
Lodges. In 1777, Lord Petre, the Grand Master 
of the modern section, again brought the subject 
before the Grand Lodge; and on the 17th of 
April, the following resolutions were nnanimously 
agreed to :-" That no Lodge can assemble with
out a warrant from the Grand Master, and that 
the persons who have assembled, and still continue 
to assemble as Masons, by virtue of a power from 
a pretended Grand Lodge, established in London 
a few years since, and which is now said to exist 
under the patronage of the Duke of Athol, are 
not to be countenanced or acknowledged by any 
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regular Mason under the constitntion of England, 
on pain of forfeiting the privileges of the society; 
the said convention being a gross insult to the 
Grand Master and to every Lodge nnder his 
anspices; and the more effectually to discourage 
these illegal conventions, that no regular Mason 
shall be present at them" or give any sanction to 
their proceedings. That it is the opinion of this 
Grand Lodge, that the persons calling themselves 
ancient Masons, and now assembling in England, 
or elsewhere, under the sanction of the Duke of 
Athol, are not to be considered as Masons, nor 
are their meetings to be countenanced or acknow
ledged by any Lodge or Mason acting under our 
authority. That this censure shall not extend to 
any Mason who shall produce a certificate, or give 
other satisfactory proof of his having been made 
a Mason in a regular Lodge under the constitu
tion of Scotland, Ireland, or any foreign Grand 
Lodge, in alliance with the Grand Lodge of 
England." 

These resolutions produced the famous letter of 
Laurence Dermott, the D.G.M. of the ancients, 
in which he propounds the following queries:
Q. Whether Freemasonry, as practised in ancient 
Lodges, is universal? A. Yes. Q. Whether 
what is called modern Masonry is universal? A. 
No. Q. Whether there is any material difference 
between the ancient and modern? A. A great 
deal; because an ancient Mason can not only 
make himself known to his Brother, but, in case 
of necessity, can discover his very thoughts to 

Digitized by Google 



54 ORIGIN 01' THE 

him in the presence of a modern, without being 
able to distinguish that either of them are Free
masons.1 Q. Whether a modern Mason may, 
with safety, communicate all his secrets to an 
ancient Mason? A. Yes. Q. Whether an 
ancient Mason may, with the like safety, com
municate all his secrets to a modern Mason, with
out farther ceremony? A. No; for, as a science 
comprehends an art, though an art cannot com
prehend a science, even so ancient Masonry con
tains everything valuable amongst the moderns, 
as well as many other things that cannot be 
revealed without additional ceremonies (the Royal 
Arch for instance). Q. Whether a person made 
in a modem manner, and not after the ancient 
custom of the Craft, has a right to be called Free 
and Accepted, according to the intent and mean
ing of the words? A. His being unqualified to 
appear in a Master's Lodge, according to the , 
universal system of Masonry, renders the appella
tion improper. Q. Whether it is possible to 

I An annotator makes the following observation on the 
above :-" The author of 'Abiman Rezon' has stated that he 
could convey his mind to an anoient MaBon in the presence of a 
modern MaBon, without the latter knowing whether either of 
them were MaBons. He further aBderted that he WaB able, 
with a few MaBonic implements-i. eo, two squares and a 
common gavel, or hammer-to convey any word or sentence of 
his own, or the immediate dictations of a stranger, to a skilful 
and intelligent FreemaBon of the ancient order, without 
speaking, writing, or noise; and that to any distance when the 
parties can lee each other, and at the aame time be able to 
distinguish aquares from circles." This Masonio system of 
cypher-writing is now well understood. 
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initiate or introduce a modern Mason into the 
Royal Arch Lodge (the very essence of Masonry), 
without making him go through the ancient 
ceremonies? A. No. Q. Whether the present 
members of modem Lodges are blameable for 
deviating so. mnch from the old Landmarks? 
A. No; because the innovation was made in the 
reign of George I., and the new form was delivered 
as orthodox to the present members. Q. There. 
fore, as it is natural for each party to maintain 
the orthodoxy of their Masonic preceptors, how 
shall we distinguish the original and most useful 
system? A. The numher of ancient Masons 
abroad, compared with the moderns, prove the 
universalityofthe old Order, and the utility thereof 
appears by the love and respect shown to the 
Brethren, in consequence of their superior abilities 
in conversing with, and distinguishing the Masons 
of all countries and denominations, a circumstance 
peculiar to ancient Masons." I 

It will be unnecessary to enquire whether all 
this is consistent with the requirements of Masonic 
duty. It is clear that disobedience is a breach of 
Masonic law. The very essence of the institution 

I "Ahiman Rezon," p. 18. The reference to the number of 
foreign Masons in the last answer contains an evident allnaion 
to the several systems of Scotch Masonry, which were at that 
time prevalent in Frnuce and Germany ; all of whioh were 
confidently proclaimed to be ancient, when, in fact, the in. 
ventors were still living. The nnmber of Brethren who were 
contented to practise unalloyed symbolical Masonry-the only 
system which p088essed any real claims to antiquity-on the 
Continent were comparatively few. 
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is founded on obedience to authority j and this 
once forfeited, led to division, anarchy, and dis
PJlte. But good frequently springs out of evil. 
The bee has a sting, but it produces honey. 
These movements excited the attention of the 
Fraternity, and also of the public. Ancient feel
ings, which had long been dormant in some of 
the initiated, began to revive, and they renewed 
their connection with the Lodges they had aban
doned. Lukewarm Brethren became partizans 
on either side, and Freemasonry reaped the 
benefit of these misunderstandings by an increase 
both in numbers and influence. A more active 
study of its principles led to a greater perfection 
in the science, and many initiations took place 
amongst persons who had not previously given 
the institution a serious thought. Thus the ranks 
of hoth ancient and modern \vere iucreased, and 
the fnnds of benevolence for the widow and orphan 
augmented from new and unexpected sources: 
a result which cemented the popularity of the 
Order. Its beauties and excellencies were placed 
in a clearer and more prominent point of view, 
and the public became convinced that, though 
the two hostile parties might differ on some 
unimportant points of discipline, both were pur
suing the same laudable course,-the investigation 
of science, and the benefit of mankind. 

About this time, a treaty of alliance and con
federation was effected by the ancients with the 
Grand Lodges of Scotland Rnd Ireland, undel\ an 
impression that the ancient rites of Masonry were 

Digitized by Google 



ENGLISH ROYAL ARCH. 57 

exclusively practised by them, and that the English 
Grand Lodge had departed from the primitive 
Landmarks, and deteriorated the system by 
modern innovations.s In this treaty, it was 
mutually ~areed, that each Grand Lodge should 
transmit to the others, an account of their pro
ceedings; and that all such information or corres
pondence should be conveyed in the most respectful 
terms, such as might suit the honour and dignity 
of the respective Grand Lodges. 

a A correspondent to one of the London papers, in June, 
1783, states, rather strongly, that the ancients "having pre
vailed on some of the Brethren from Scotland and Ireland to 
attend their meetings, and inducing them to believe that the 
ancient rites of Masonry were only practised by them, and that 
the regular Lodges had deviated from the ancient landmarks, 
they obtained through this channel a friendly intercourse with 
the Grand Lodges of both kingdoms, and a treaty of alliance 
was inadvertently formed between these Grand Lodges and 
this irregular society. Neither of these respectable hodies, had 
the real origin of those seceders from the regular fraternity been 
known, would have permitted their authority to sanction an 
infringement of the Constitutions of Masonry, to which all 
Masons are bound, or an encroachment on the established legis
lature of the fraternity in this kingdom." As this assertion 
was not contradicted, there appears to have been 80Jpe truth 
iuit. 

D 3 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

UNION OF THE TWO SECTIONS. 

THE two societies continued to practise Masonry 
according to their respective views, until the year 
1801, when it appears that several members of 
the modern Craft were in the habit of attending 
the meetings of the ancient Lodges, and rendering 
their assistance in the ceremonies of making, 
passing, and raising; by which conduct they 
became amenable to the laws of Masonry. Com
plaints to this effect were formally preferred, and 
the Grand Lodge found itself obliged to notice 
the proceedings, and after some deliberation, the 
erring Brethren were attainted, and allowed three 
months to prepare their defence. It does not 
appear that the Grand Lodge had any intention 
of making an example of the offenders; on the 
contrary, in accordance with the amiable spirit of 
Masonry, it displayed an anxiety to heal the divi. 
sions by which the Order had been so long dis
tracted; and used its utmost efforts to effect an 
union of the two bodies; thus closing for ever 
the dissensions that proved a bar to the divine 
exercise of Brotherly love. For this purpose, a 
committee was appointed, with Lord Moira, the 
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D.G.M., at its head, who declared, on accepting 
his appointment as a member of the committee, 
that "he should consider the day on which a 
coalition should be formed, as one of the most 
fortunate in his life; and that he was empowered 
by the Prince of Wales, G .M., to say that His Royal 
Highness's arms would ever be open to all the 
Masons in the kingdom indiscriminately." As a 
mutual concession, the D.G.M. of the ancients 
publicly promised, on his own part, and in the 
names of his two friends, against whom charges 
had been exhibited, that if the Grand Lodge 
would extend their indulgence to them, they 
would nse their utmost exertions to effect an 
union between the two societies; and he pledged 
himself to the Grand Lodge that it should be 
accomplished. 

It does not appear, however, that he adopted 
any measures which might tend to heal the breach; 
for, on the 9th of February, 1803, it was repre
sented to the Grand Lodge, that the irregular 
Masons still continued refractory; and that, so 
far from soliciting readmission into the Craft, 
they had not taken any steps to effect an union; 
their conduct was, therefore, deemed highly cen
surable, and the laws of the Grand Lodge were 
ordered to be enforced against them. It was 
unanimously resolved, that the persons who were 
opposed to the union of the two Grand Lodges 
be expelled the society; and also for countenanc
ing and supporting a set of persons calling them
selves ancient Masons and holding Lodges in 
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this kingdom without the authority of his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, the Grand Master, 
duly elected by this Grand Lodge. That when
ever it shall appear that any Masons under the 
English constitution shall in future attend or 
countenance any Lodge or meeting of persons 
calling themselves ancient Masons, under the 
sanction of any person claiming the title of Grand 
Master of England, who shall not have been duly 
elected in this Grand Lodge, the laws of the 
society shall not only be strictly enforced against 
them, but their names shall be erased from the 
list, and transmitted to all the regular Lodges 
nnder the constitution of England. 

These differences became at length so irksome, 
that the most influential Brethren in both divisions 
of the Craft, were earnestly desirous of an union.1 

I This was strongly urged in a letter to the Dnke of Athol, 
published by Bro. Daniell in 1801. .. From a close and attentive 
observation," says he, "aided by frequent conve1'8&tions with 
several of the most worthy and respectable membe\"s of that 
society, I am warranted to aBBert that an union has long been 
desired by them with an ardour eqnal to my own. Under an 
these circumstances, can it be supposed, my Lord, that you, as 
a regular Mason, when you are informed of the origin of tlt.e 
iDstitution which I am fully persuaded you patronize from the 
purest motives ; oan it, I say, be supposed that you or any 
nobleman would lend his name to support or countenance 
any society, however praiseworthy their motives might have 
appeared, who meet in direct violation of the laws aDd govern
ment of tbe Fraternity' No, my Lord, your publio character 
is too well known, your zeal for the welfare of the countl"y i. 
too manifest, and your attachment to the royal family too deeply 
rooted, to admit of deviation. Therefore, I tru8t your feeliDgs 
lfill ooilll4de with my own, and that you will really oonceive 
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The first actual step which was taken to produce 
that effect originated with the Earl of Moira, in 
the negotiation of a treaty of alliance between the 
English Grand Lodge, of which he was the D.G.M., 
and the Grand Lodge of Scotland, under the 
Grand Mastership of the Earls of Aboyne and 
Dalhousie. At the grand festival of St. Andrew, 
holden at Edinburgh, November 13, 1803, the 
Earl of Dalhousie on the throne, Lord Moira 
introduced the question of the English schism, 
and explained the conduct of the Grand Lodge 
of England towards the ancient Masons. He 
stated that tt the hearts and arms of the Grand 
Lodge had ever been open for the reception of 
their seceding Brethren, who had obstinately 
refused to ,acknowledge their faults, and return to 
the bosom of their mother Lodge; and that, 
though the Grand Lodge of England differed in a 
few trifling observances from that of Scotland, 
they had ever entertained for Scottish Masons 
that affection and regard which it is the object of 
Freemasonry to cherish, and the duty of Free
masons to feel," His lordship's speech was 
received by the Brethren with loud and reiterated 
applause; a most unequivocal mark of their 
approbation of its sentiments.-

what honour, what peculiar aatiafaction, and what heartfelt 
pleasurll it would give you, to bring that lociety which you have 
lately patronized under the royal banner." - Malonic Union, 
pp. 28, 27. ' 

I Laurie thUI eXprelB88 himaelf on the Iubject :-" In the 
general history of Freemasonry, we ha.. already given an 
aocount of the schiBm which took place in the Grand Lodge of 
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An official despatch on the above subject from 
the same nobleman, was read at the Quarterly 
Communication, in April, 1805 j and it was 
resolved, ct That as the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
has expreaaed, through the Earl of Moira, its 
earnest wish to be on terms of confidential com
munication with the Grand Lodge of England, 
under the authority of the Prince of Wales, this 
Grand Lodge, therefore, ever desirous to concur in 
a fraternal intercourse with the regular Masons, 
doth meet that disposition with the . utmost 
cordiality of sentiment, and requests the honour 
of the acting Grand Master to make such declara
tions, in their name, to the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland!' 

England by the secession of a number of men who, calling them
lelves ancient MaIOns, invidiously bestowed upon the Grand 
Lodge the appellation of moderns. These ancieut Masons, who 
certainly merit blame as the active promoters of the BChiBm, 
chose for their Grand Master, in the year 1772, his Grace the 
Duke of Athol, who was then Grand Master elect for Scotland. 
From this circumstance, more than from any particular predi. 
lection on the part of the Grand Lodge of Scotland for the 
ancient Masons, the most friendly intercourse hu always sub
sisted between the two Grand Lodge. ; and the Scottish MBBOIII, 
from their ullion with the anciente, imbibed the same prejudices 
against the Grand Lodge of England, arising merely from some 
trifling innovations in ceremonial observances which had been 
inconsiderately authorized. From these causes, the Grand 
Lodges of 8cotland and England, though the Brethren of both 
were admitted into each other's Lodge., nenr cherished that 
mutual and friendly intercourse which, by the principles of 
Freemuonry, they were bound to institute and preserve. Such 
wu the relative condition of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and 
that of England under the Prince of Wales, on the day of the 
preaent eluct.ion." -Bilt. 01 PrumlJlO'M'J/, p. 294. 
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The circumstances which led to this good 
understanding were detailed by Lord Moira, from 
his place on the throne of the Grand Lodge, at 
the Quarterly Communication, in February, ] 806. 
His lordship stated that, during his residence in 
Edinburgh, he had visited the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, and taken au opportunity of explaining 
to it the extent and importance of this Grand 
Lodge, and also the origin and situation of those 
Masons in England who met under the authority 
of the Duke of Athol; that the Brethren of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland he found to have been 
greatly misinformed upon the point; having 
always been led to thiuk that this society was of 
recent date, and of no magnitude; but now, being 
thoroughly convinced of their error, they were 
desirous that the strictest union and most intimate 
communication should subsist between this Grand 
Lodge and the Grand Lodge of Scotland; and, 
as the first step towards so important au object, 
and in testimony of the wishes of the Scottish 
Masons, his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
had been unanimously elected Grand Master of 
Scotland. That the said Grand Lodge had ex
pressed its concern that any difference should sub
sist among the Masons of England, and that the 
Lodges meeting under the sanction of the Duke 
of Athol should have withdrawn themselves from 
the protection of the ancient Grand Lodge of 
England; but hoped that measures might be 
adopted to produce a reconciliation; and that the 
. Lodges now holding irregular meetings, would 

I' 
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return to their duty, and again be received into 
the bosom of the Fraternity. That, in reply, his 
lordship had stated his firm belief, that this Grand 
Lodge would readily concur in any measures that 
might be proposed for establishing union and 
harmony among the general body of Masons; 
yet, that after the rejection of the propositions 
made by this Grand Lodge, three years ago, it 
could not now, consistent with its honour, or the 
dignity of its illustrious Grand Master, make any 
further advances; but that, as it still retained its 
disposition to promote the general interests of the 
Craft, it would always be open to accept of the 
mediation of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, if it 
should think proper to interfere. 

On this representation, it was resolved that a 
letter should be written to the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, expressive of the desire of this Grand 
Lodge, that the strictest union may subsist be
tween the Grand Lodge of England and the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland; and that the actual Masters 
and Wardens of the Lodges under the authority 
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, who may be in 
London, on producing proper testimonials, shall 
have a seat in this Grand Lodge, and be per
mitted to vote on all occasions. A communica
tion was subsequently received from the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, desiring to co-operate with this 
Grand Lodge in every particular which might 
support the authority necessary to be maintained 
by the representative body of the whole Craft 
over an individual Lodge; and pledging itself 
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not to countenance, or receive as a Brother, 
any penon standing under the interdict of the 
Grand Lodge of England for Masonic transgres
sion. It was therefore resolved, in Quarterly 
Communication, "That the acting Grand Master 
be requested to express to the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, the sense which this Grand Lodge enter
tains of so cordial a communication!' 3 

These ,public declarations of the Grand Lodges 
of Scotland and Ireland, appear to have made a 
strong impression on the ancient Masons;· who, 
entertaining an apprehension that their authority 
would be altogether superseded by such a coalition, 
now became anxious to complete the desired re
union of the two bodies; and their overtures were 
received in a Masonic spirit by the authorities of 
the constitutional section of the Craft. In the 

3 Preston's Illustr., pp. 337, 340. 
4 This impression was strengthened by a commnnication from 

tbe Grand Lodge of Sweden, in whicb tbe beredimry Prince and 
G.M. tbus expre88es bimself : - "To contract an intimate, sin
cere, and permanent tie between tbe national Grand Lodge of 
Sweden and thRt of England bas long been ardently our object • 
• • • • The uniformity of situation, as well as the fundamental 
principles of the Craft, which we equally prOftl88, authorize us 
to consolidate and draw closer a confidence, fl'iendship, and 
reciprocal union between two bodies, whose common object is 
the good of humanity, who mutually consider friendship as the 
nerve, and the love of our neighbour &8 the pivot of all our 
1&boul'll. • • • • This union being once esmblished between two 
nations who reciprocally esteem each other, and who are both 
known to po88e88 the requisite qualities of all Free and Accepted 
Masons, it will cODsolidate for ever the foundation of the 
Masonio Temple, whOle majestic edifice will endure to futnre 
ages." 

D 5 
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year 1809, it was resolved, It That it is not neces
sary to continue in force any longer those measures 
which were resorted to in or about the year 1739, 
respecting irregular Masons i and we, therefore, 
enjoin the Lodges to revert to the ancient land
marks of the society." An occasional Lodge was 
then appointed, called the Lodge of Promulgation, 
as a preparatory step to carrying out the union of 
ancient and modern Masons. 

This concession was responded to on the part of 
the ancients by the resignation of the Duke of 
Athol, as G.M., and the appointment of his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Kent to that office i 
who publicly declared at his installation, in 1813, 
that he had consented to accept the office solely 
with a view of promoting and effecting an union 
between the ancient and modern sections of the 
Craft. His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex 
being, at that period, the G.M. of the constitu
tional Masons, the two royal Brothers, with the 
advice and assistance of three learned Masons 
from amongst the members of each division, 
framed a series of articles for the future govern
ment of the United Grand Lodge.1S On the one 
side were, Waller Rodwell Wright, Arthur Tegart, 
and James Deans, Esqrs . .; and on the other, 

• And it was mntually agreed tbat tbe property of the two 
Fraternities, wbether freehold, leasehold, or personal, sban 
remain sacredly appropriate to tbe purposes for whicb it was 
created; and tbat it shall constitute one grel't fund, by wbich 
tbe blellSed ohject of Masonic benevolence may be more exten. 
sively obtained. 
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Thomas Harper, James Perry, and James Agar, 
Esqrs. The articles were signed, ratified, and 
confirmed, and the seal of the respective Grand 
Lodges affixed on the 1st of December, 1813.6 

It was here agreed, "for the purpose of establish. 
ing and securing this perfect uniformity in all 
the warranted Lodges, and to place all the 
members of both Fraternities on the level of 
equality on the day of re-union," that nine 
expert Master Masons from each of the Frater
nities, should hold a Lodge of Reconciliati.on, for 
the purpose of settling the ceremonies, lectures, 
and discipline, on such a basis that "there shall 
be the most perfect unity of obligation, &c., so 
that but one pure unsullied system, according to 
the genuine landmarks, laws, and conditions of 
the Craft, shall be maintained, upheld, and prac
tised, throughout the Masonic world!' 7 When 
all these preliminaries were settled, the event was 
commemorated by a general Grand Festival; 8 and 

e At tbis Grand Lodge a letter was read from Bro. Laurie, 
Grand Secretary of Scotland, tranamitting Resolutions of that 
Grand Lodge, in anawer to a letter 3lready sent by the M. W. the 
Grand Maaters of the two Grand Lodges, annonncing to them 
the hsppy event of the nnion, and requesting them to appoint 
a deputation, agreeably to Art. IV. of the Act of Union. A 
similar letter was also read from Bro. Graham, the G. Sec. of 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

7 Articles of Union, iii. v. 
• At which was recited a beautifnl ode, written Cor the occa

lion by Bro. Waller Rodwell Wright, in tbe second epode of 
which the following pMBBge occurs ;-

" Alas I that e'er a cloud 8hould riae, 
To dim the gloriel of thy Dame; 
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it is confidently hoped that II the removal of all 
the slight differences which have so long kept the 
Brotherhood asunder, will be the means of estab. 
lishing in the metropolis of the British empire, 
one splendid edifice of ancient Freemasonry, to 
which the whole Masonic world may confidently 
look for the maintenance and preservation of the 
pure principles of the Craft, as handed down to 
them from time immemori!11, under the protection 
of the illustrious branches of the royal house of 
Brunswick; and that it may produce the extension 
and practice of the virtues of loyalty, morality, 
brotherly love, and benevolence, which it has ever 
been the great object of Freemasonry to inculcate, 
and of its laws to enforce." 9 

Or little jealousies divide 
The souls by kindred vows allied. 
But see I while thus our rites we blend, 
The mingled sacrifice ascend, 

And bome to heaven in one united Bame, 
Chase every ling'ring shadow from the skies." 

• Minutes of Grand Lodge, 27th Dec., 1813. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

PRACTICAL VARIETIES IN THE RITUALS. 

AT the union of the two Grand Chapters of 
Royal Arch Masons in England, in 1817, the title 
of U United Grand Chapter" was used until 1822, 
when the title of uSupreme Grand Chapter" was 
resumed. The English Royal Arch, at present, 
according to the constitutions, appears to be prac
tised as a fourth degree; for the Past Master, 
though now elevated into a distinct grade, 
attended with certain exclusive privileges, is not 
essential for exaltation.] The articles of union, 
however, set out with a declaration that U ancient 
Masonry consists of three degrees only, including 
the Royal Arch;" and the Supreme Grand 
Chapter still hold the doctrine that, in all things, 
wherein by analogy, the constitutions of Craft 
Masonry can be followed, they shall determine the 
laws of the Royal Arch. Thus the connection 
between Craft and Royal Arch Masonry is still 
maintained, although they differ in design, in 

lOur R. A. Constitutions provide that no Mason shall be 
exalted to this sublime degree. unless he have been a Master 
Mason for twelve calendar months at the least, of which sati .. 
factory proof shall be given. 
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clothing, in constitutions, and in colour j and 
the proceedings are regulated by different govern
ing bodies. In 1813, the union of Royal Arch 
Masonry with the Craft Grand Lodge, being con
sidered extremely desirable, his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Sussex was invested with unlimited 
powers to effect the object. On this resolution 
the editor of the Freemasona' Quarterly Review 
thus remarks :-" Well had it been for English 
Freemasonry if this object had been carried out 
to its fullest extent j which, at some future time, 
may even yet be effected." i In another place 
the editor remarks: - "The Royal Arch in 
England is not essentially a degree, but the per
fection of the third. The entire system requires 
careful re-examination." I 

There still exist in the English system some few 
anomalies after all the pains which have been 
bestowed upon it to make it perfect. I refer, in 
the first place, to the names of the scribes. The 
foundation of the second temple was laid in the 
year B.C. 535 j after which the building was 
hindered till B.C. 520 j when it went on by order 
of Darius, and was dedicated B.C. 515. But Ezra 
did not come up from Babylon till the reign of 
Artaxerxes, B.C. 457 j being fifty-eight years after 
the dedication of the second temple, and seventy
eight after the foundations were laid j and 
Nehemiah was not made governor till twelve 

, FreemRBODs' Quarterly Review, 18'2, p. 411. 
• Ibid. 18'3, p. '64. 
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years later than that. They could not then have 
been participators with Z, at the rebuilding of that 
sacred edifice. It appears probable that this ana· 
chronism may have arizen from Ezra having record. 
ed in his first six chapters what happened from sixty 
to eighty years before his time; and from tbe name 
of Nehemiah, evidently, as Dean Prideaux shows, 
a different person of the same name, appearing in 
Ezra ii. 2, as one of those who accompanied Z 
out of Babylon. Another particular, about the 
propriety of which I entertain some doubts, is in 
the arrangement of the three Principals, Z, H, J. 
I think the order would be more correctly Z,J,H; 
not only bElcause J is recorded, in the scripture 
account, as taking an active part with Z, but also 
because the office of Priest was acknowledged to 
be superior to that of Prophet. And there is 
another consideration which, in this case, is of 
some importance, that our Lord entered first 
up!ln the prophetical office; second, on the 
sacerdotal, viz., at Golgotha; and third, on the 
regal, viz., from Olivet." These and some other 
anomalies, which need not be specified, I should 
imagine, might easily be amended. 

Our Irish Brethren entertain an opinion 
that the English mode mixes up two distinct 
matters; and that the time used in England for the 

4 Thus we read in the Symbolical Lecture, that the hearing8 
on the bannera denote the regal, tbe prophetical, and the sacer· 
dotal offices, a\1 of which were and 8till ought to he oonferred, 
and in a peculiar manner accompanied with the p0888BBion of 
particular secreta. 
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events of the Arch, belongs properly to another 
degree; i. e. the Knight of the Sword and the 
East; while some intelligent Brethren consider 
the Royal Arch degree to be really and truly a 
part of the Order of the East. Their system 
consists of three degrees: the Excellent, Super
Excellent, and Royal Arch; as a preliminary step 
to which the Past Master's degree is indispensable. 
The two first are given in Lodges, by a Master 
and Wardens; and the last in a Chapter governed 
by three Principals. The Excellent and Super
Excellent appear to refer exclusively to the lega
tion of Moses, as we shall see hereafter. After 
the candidate has received these, the, Chapter is 
opened, the events of the Arch are transacted, and 
the Sublime Secrets disclosed to them. 

In Scotland, great changes and innovations 
appear to have occurred in Freemasonry at a very 
early period; for in the charter granted by the 
Masons to William St. Clair, of Roslin, about A.D. 

1600, mention is made of" many false corruptions 
and imperfections in the Craft," having been 
introduced for want of "ane patron and protec
tor;" and in the confirmation of this charter, in 
1630, the Brethren repeat that "there are very 
many corruptions and imperfections risen and 
ingenerit, both amongst ourselves and in our said 
vocations!' And again, in the same document, 
they give as a reason for the renewal of the 
charter, that it had become necessary ff for repa
ration of the ruines and manifold corruptions and 
eno/mities in our said Craft, done by UDskilful 
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persons therein till." What these corroptioD8 
were, is not specified; but it is qoite clear, from 
the apprehensions of the Fraternity, that fears 
were entertained lest the old principles of the 
Order should be entirely extinguished. It is 
doubtful whether the Grand Scotch degree of 
St. Andrew was known in Scotland at the time 
when our Royal Arch was established, as it· is a 
foreign degree, and, at present, forms the twenty
eighth of the Rite Ancien et Accepte. Its cere
monies approximate nearer than any other to the 
English Royal Arch, although they differ widely 
from it. In 1755, mention is made of the Glas
gow Royal Arch, and four yean later, the Stirling 
Royal Arch j and subsequently, we find the Ayr 
Royal Arch, the Maybole Royal Arch, &C. j but 
how they were constituted, or what rites were 
practised in them, is, at present, very uncertain. 
In the best rituals used in Scotland, the degree 
of Excellent Master, comprehending three steps 
-improperly called veils, for the temple had but 
one veil 5-is supposed to be given at Babylon, as 
a test, to prevent mere Master Masons from par
ticipating in the privilege of building the second 
temple; which was confined to those who were 
liberated by Cyrus, and consequently returned 
from Babylon. It was, therefore, a temporary 
degree j but during the building an incident 
occurred on which the Royal Arch was founded; 

, In our own ayBtem the pedestal is veiled during the cere
mony of exaltation, and also the cubical block of marble in the 
vault. 

B 
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and hence the Scotch Masons keep up the Excel
lent as a sort of introduction to it. 

In America, we find an essential variation from 
any other system of the Royal Arch. The names 
of the officers vary materially, as also do the 
ceremonies. As in Ireland, it constitutes the 
seventh degree, although the intermediate steps are 
different. In Ireland they are, 1. E.A.P. 2. F.e. 
3. M.M. 4. P.M. 5. Excellent. 6. Super
Excellent. 7. Royal Arch; while in America the 
fourth is Mark Master.a 5. P.M.7 6. Most 
ExcelJent Master. 7. Royal Arch. Until the 
year 1797, no Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons was organized in America. Before this 
period, and from the year 1764, when it was first 
introduced, probably by Stephen Morin, who had 
been in England, and there received the degree, 
a competent number of Companions, possessed of 
sufficient abilities, under the sanction of a Master's 
warrant, proceeded to exercise the rights and 

• In the National Convention, or Meeting of Delegatee from 
the Grand Lodge of the United States, at Baltimore, in 1843, 
it was deoreed that in processions Mark MlUlters should rank 
next to Senior Wardens. The BeYaral degrees of Mark Master, 
Present or Past Master, and Most Exoellent Master, are given 
in the Chapter; and a Master Mason who applies for these 
degree. muat 'of neceasity enter the Chapter; and sometime. 
the four degrees are given at one time. When this is the case, 
he is balloted for only once, viz., in the Mark M (Uter', Degree. 

7 Dalcho say. that in America they communicate the aeoret 
of the chair to suoh applioants as have not already received it 
previoD8 to their admission into the Sublime Lodges; but they 
are informed that it does not gin them rank as Past Masters in 
the Grand Lodge. 
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privileges of Royal Arch Chapters whenever they 
thought it expedient and proper; although in 
most cases the approbation of a neighbouring 
Chapter was usually obtained.s "This unre
strained mode of proceeding," says W ebb,9 "was 
subject to many inconveniences; nnsuitable cha
racters might be admitted; irregularitie, in the 
mode 0/ working introduced; 10 the purposes of 
the society perverted; and thus the Order was 
degraded by falling into the handa of those who 
might be regardless of the reputation of the insti. 
tution." And this may be one reason why the 
ceremonies differ so essentially from those which 
are nsed in this country. 

The officers of a Cbapter in America are, a 
High-Priest, King, Scribe, Captain of the Hoat, 
Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch Captain, Grand 
Masten of the lat, 2nd, and 8rd veils, Secretary, 
and Treasurer.ll The warrants issued to private 

• As Morin wall a Grand Inspector.General of the Continental 
degree&, he would have conferred the Royal Arch in his con
sistory if he had not found it practised under the sanction of 
blue Masonry in England; which is a presumptive proof that a 
regular Grand Chapter of the Royal .Arch had not been formed 
by the Ancients in 1764. 

D Monitor, p. 178. 
10 And also irregularities in the manufacture of spurious 

degrees. Thus, for instance, we find on the Continent twenty 
degrees of Apprentice, twenty·three of Fellow Craft or Com
pagnon, and sixty·five of Maater Mason. 

II The R. A. Chapters of this country consist of three Prin
cipals, who, when in Chapter &88embled, are to be coUlidered 
conjointly &8 the MlI8ter, and each severally &8 a Maater, two 
Scribes, three Sojourners, Treasurer, Registrar, Sword· Bearer, 
Standard.Bearer, Director of Ceremonies, aDd Organist. 

B 2 
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Chapters contain an authority to open Rnd hold 
Lodges of Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Master 
Masons; the High Priest, King, and Scribe, for 
the time being. to act as the Master and Wardens 
of the said Lodges.I' 

Thus have I detailed the chief varieties in the 
different systems of Royal Arch Masonry. My 
reason for being thus particular is, to show that 
the differences are organic, and consequently the 
degree cannot be of any great antiquity; for if it 
were, there would exist more uniformity in prac
tice, as is the case with. the symbolical degrees, 
which may undoubtedly claim a very ancient 
orlglD. I am afraid, however, that those Brethren 
and Companions who have been in the habit of 
valuing the Royal Arch on account of its antiquity, 
will be sadly disappointed to find it thus shorn of 
one of its brightest attributes. IS But there is 

JI In constituting a new Chapter, the Grand High Priest UBeS 

the following expressive form :_" By virtue of the high powers 
in us vested, I do form you, my wortby companions, into a 
regular Chapter of Royal Arch Muons. From henceforth you 
are authorized and empowered to open and hold a Lodge of 
Mark Masters, Past Masters, and Moat Excellent Masters, and 
a Ch"pter of Royal Arch Masons; and to do and perform all 
such things as thereunto may appertllin; conforming in all 
your doings to tbe constitution of the General Grand Royal 
Arch L'bapter : and may the God of your fathers be with you, 
and guide and direct you in all your doings. " 

II I find myself in tbe sallie predicament as Sir William 
Drummond describes in his preface to the" Origines," wben he 
says-" In questions unconnected with sacred and important 
intereats, men are rarely very anxioul to discriminate exactly 
between trutb and fiction ; ancllew 01 111 tDould, probably, be 
much plecued 'IDith 1M ruull, could it now be certainly proved 
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rather cause for congratulation than regret j for 
what can be fairer or more desirable than truth? 
The degree loses none of its excellencies by being 
shown to be of modern origin. If its claims to 
antiquity were not well founded, its advocates 
were maintaining a fallacy j and often found 
themselves in a dilemma, when proofs were de
manded which it was impossible to produce. 
The above arguments will remove many doubts, 
by at least placing the matter in a clearer point 
of view, even if they be not allowed the merit of 
absolute demonstration. And as the case has 
been candidly stated, without any offensive redec
tions on the parties concerned in the transaction, 
who, it is believed, were conscientiously persuaded 
that the design would confer dignity on the Order, 
no exceptions can be taken, on the score of par
tiality, to the end I have-had in view, which is 
the discovery of truth. 

I have been anxious to clear up this dark pro
blem in the history of Masonry j and if I have 
been successful, the time I have employed in the 
investigation has not been ill bestowed. At any 

that Troy never existed, and that Thebes, with its huudred 
gates, was no more than a populous village. It is, perhaps, 
still with a secret wish to be convinoed against our judgment 
that we reject as fables the stories told us of the GreciaB Her
oules, or of the Persian Rnstem, and that we l\BSign to the 
heroes and the giants of early times the strength and stature of 
ordinary men." So it is with our Royal Arch. We wish to be 
convinced, even againat our judgment, that it is an anoient 
degree, because our prejudices have long oherished 80 pleasing 
an idea. 
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rate, the hints I have thrown out may be of some 
use to others in discovering the origin of this 
sublime degree; and even in that case the labour 
and research have not been altogether misapplied. 
If I have led the inquiries into a proper track, I 
shall have accomplished that which will shield 
me from censure. 

Interdum specioaa lociR, morataque recta 
Fabula, nullius veneri" sine pond ere et arte, 
Valdiu8 oblectat populum, meliuaque moratur, 
Quam verena inopes rerum nuglilque canorlll. 14 

It must be evident to every candid reader, that 
in these suggestions J have been actuated by no 
other motives than those which have influenced a 
long and active life in the cause of Freemasonry; 
viz., a high veneration for its sublime qualities; 
a love of its princip~es, not to be subdued by any 
earthly influence; and an arduous desire to remove 
every objectionable impediment. I have devoted 
the humble talents which I possess to the disse
mination of its beauties, under many disadvan
tages; and I trust that I have contributed, in 
some slight degree, to increase its influence, and 
promote its popularity in the world. In my 
anxiety to place it on the pinnacle of true great
ness, based on Charity, crowned with Wisdom, 
Strength, and Beauty, and receiving the universal 
testimony of human applause, I have been induced 
to investigate its claims to public approbation; 
because I think it is fairly entitled to that flattering 

14 Hor. de Art. Poet. v. 820. 
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eulogium which was pronounced on the writers of 
the English Augustan period of literature. 
"Such an institution as this, in a Roman age, 
would have been more glorious than a public 
triumph; statues would have been raised, and 
medals would have been struck, in honour of its 
supporters. Antiquity had'so high a sense of 
gratitude far the communication of knowledge, 
that they worshipped their law-givers, and deified 
the fathers of science. How then must they have 
acknowledged services like these, where every 
man grew wiser and better by the fine instruc
tion!'16 

16 From an Esaay eacred to the m8lJory of Sir Richard 
Steele. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE FIRST ROYAL ARCH RITUAL. 

THE Royal Arch was styled by its fabricators 
the Fourth Degree, although at its primitive adop. 
tion it was considered by them, as it is at present 
in this country, a completion of the third, and 
essentially Christianjl for the system, as originated 
by the Brethren who seceded from the constitu. 
tional Grand Lodge in 1739, was avowedly 
J ohannite, as is evidenced by their peculiar cere· 
monies and lectures, of which I subjoin a brief 
analysis. And I shall further show that the first 
germ of the degree, as it was designed by them, 
and practised at the "Ben Jonson's Head," was 
an unauthorized remodification of the Third 
Degree, to suit their own purpose of placing an 
insurmountable barrier between themselves and 
their constitutional Brethren, and hence differing, 
according to their own account, tt exceedingly 

I fI Masons are very often deaignated," .)'s Bro. Sir Osborne 
Gibbs, P:G.B. W. for Dorset, at the P.G. Meeting in 1848, 
fI &8 a body of Infidels, Deists, Unitarians, and the like. But 
this is both false and unfonnded. I would most emphat!ca1l), 
II8IIe1"t that it is a Christian institntion-Christian in every aenae 
of the word i and I am most anxious to convince you that 
it.is so." 
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in makings, ceremonies, knowledge, masonic 
language, and installations; so much so, that they 
always had been, and still continued to be, two 
distinct societies, totally independent of each 
other." 2 And they began by denominating the 
Third Degree f( The Geometrick Master," 3 and 
ended by styling it tc The Royal Arch." 

As their method of conferring this degree has 
been obsolete for more than a century, and con
tained only a distant resemblance to the legiti
mate ceremonies now in use, there can be no im
propriety in giving, as a curiosity, a brief sketch 
of the unsatisfactory jumble which was imposed 
on the Brethren as Cf Ancient Masonry," although 
it was undoubtedly a modern innovation. And 
therefore they were perfectly justified in asserting 
the ignorance of the constitutional Masons 

• Ahiman Rezon, :nx. Ed. 1818. 
S The following address was made to the Candidate after he 

had been passed to the Degree of a Fellowcraft. "From the 
portions of Holy Scripture which I have now read unto you, 
you must perceive that the science of Geometry is essentially 
DeceSBary to coDStitute an expert Mason, because so magnificent 
and glorioua aD edi6ce could Dot have been erected without a 
complete knowledge of architecture, which is a science founded 
on the basis of Geometry. Without Geometry, how could the 
Btones and timber have been so squared and prepared, in the 
quarry and in the forest, as to have fitted into their proper 
places when taken to, and put together in Jerusalem. If you 
would therefore advance in the arts and sciences, let me recom· 
mend to you very strongly, to give more IIttention to the soience 
of Geometry than you have hitherto done. It affords many 
subjects of meditation OD the wisdom, power, and goodness of 
tbe Grand Arcbitect of the universe, who out of nothing 
created all things by his Almighty Word." 
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respecting its genuine principles. It was, indeed, 
impossible that they could be otherwise; nor, if 
they had known it, would they have thougbt it 
expedient to introduce it into their Lodges. 
However. as it contains the first faint glimmer
ings of the Royal Arch Degree. the outline may 
be acceptable to the fraternity of the present day, 
many of whom will have no difficulty in filling 
it up. 

The degree was called the "Rite Ancien de 
Bouillon," and was conferred in two separate 
divisions, the first part closing with the O. B. 
(which had no penalty), and the communication 
of the Pass Word; and the latter, with a descrip
tion of the Masonic Telegraph, and the address of 
St. John the Evangelist. The R. W. Master was 
robed in scarlet, and crowned as a king, being the 
representative of King Solomon; the Senior 
Warden in robes of purple, and also crowned, t~ 
represent Hiram, King of Tyre; and the Junior 
Warden attired in flowing garments of a sable 
colour, as H. A. B. They are thus represented in 
the frontispiece of the Ahiman Rezon, and are 
accompanied by Moses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel, 
Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Jeshua, clad in a similar 
manner; although the latter personages were not 
at first introduced into the degree. 

The guide or conductor acted throughout the 
entire ceremonies as one of three candidates, a 
less number not being eligible.· Should there be 

• ,. A~ the dll8truotioll of JeruMlem by Nebachadoezza,l', 
three Moet Excellent Kanerewere carried captivee to Babylon, 
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only one candidate, some other Brother was 
added, along with the gnide, to complete the 
nnmber. The Lodge was opened in the Second 
or Fellowcraft's Degree, and when that ceremony 
was completed, the Senior Warden retired, leaving 
his chair vacant. 

The candidates were then introdnced and 
approved, and after some preliminary ceremonies, 
which I pass over, their condnctor addressed the 
Junior Warden thns: "Worshipful Sir, we make 

where they remained seventy yean, and were liberated by 
Cyrus, King of Pel'llia. They retnrned to Jerusalem to assist 
in rebuilding the Temple, after travelling over rugged roads on 
foot. They arrived at the outer veil of the Tabernacle, whioh 
was erected near the ruins of the Temple. Thia Tabernacle was 
an oblong equare, enolosed by four oroSl·veila or curtains, and 
divided into leparate apartmenta by other four oroSl,veila, 
including the west-end veil or entrance. The veila were parted 
in the centre, and guarded by four guard. with drawn aworde. 
At the east-end of the Tabernacle, Haggai, Jeahna, and Zerab· 
babel nsually eat in grand oouncil, to examine all who wished 
to be employed in the noble and glorioua work of rebuilding 
the Temple. Sinoe that time every Chapter of Royal Arch 
Mason., if properly formed, repreeenta the Tabernacle erected 
by our ancient brethren near the ruins of King Solomon's Temple. 
These three Most Excellent Mastera, on their arrival, were 
introduced to the Grand Council, and being furnished with tools, 
they were directed to oommence their laboul'll at the north·east 
corner of the ruins of the old Temple, and to olear away and 
remove the rubbish, in order to lay the foundation of the new one. 
The Grand Council also gave them strict orden to preserve any 
specimena of ancient architecture which th.,. might dilOOver, 
and submit them to their inspection. Among the dilOoveries 
made by the three IOjournel'll was a aeoret vault, in which they 
found treasures of great benefit to the Craft, eto., eto., c\o." 
Such is the reason &S8igned by our companioDl in the United 
States for the n_Uy of a trial of candidates. 
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bold to wait upon you at this busy hour of the 
day for the purpose of humbly reminding you of 
the promise you were pleased to make to us some 
time ago. Our works are now completed, Bnd 
we accordingly seek admission amongst the 
Geometrick Masters of the Craft." 

To this request the Junior Warden replied: 
"T.he very zealous and faithful services which you 
have so diligently rendered these several years 
past, have not been forgotten by me, and you 
would not now have had cause to remind me of 
my promise, but that the Dedication of the Temple 
has so occupied our sovereign lord the King, as to 
exclude all inferior matters from his attention. 
Several other Craftsmen have, in like manner, 
applied to me this day, and I must give you the 
same answer as I have done to them. And I now 
recommend you to seek our Sovereign Grand 
Master in person, and I have no doubt but he 
will satisfy your inquiries." 
. They then advanced to the R. W. Master's 

chair, and said: "Sire, the Temple being now 
finished and dedicated to the true and everliving 
GOD, whose name be exalted, we are anxious to 
obtain that distinguished reward which has been 
graciously promised to us, of being admitted into 
the honourable degree of Geometrick Master 
Masons." To which the R. W. Master replied: 
"Brethren, the cause of the delay which you have 
experienced proceeds from the absence of our 
'royal friend and ally, Hiram, King of Tyre, with 
whom we have entered into a solemn covenant Dot 
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to confer in his absence this most sublime degree; 
and he hu frequently expressed the greatest 
desire of being present when our faithful Crafts. 
men should receive the reward which is 80 justly 
their due. Immediately after the dedication, an 
express reached him with such urgent intelligence 
as obliged him suddenly to return to his own 
country; but before he left, he reminded us of 
our covenant, and assured us that he would, with 
all possible despatch, hasten back to Jerusalem. 
If, however, you are willing to take upon yourselves 
the obligation of a Master Mason, and await the 
return of our royal ally, we may thus far comply 
with your request." To which the conductor 
answered, in the name of the rest: ff Sire, we very 
joyfully accept your most gracious offer, and 
confess ourselves extremely grateful." The P.W. 
and O.B. are theu communicated together with 
certain tokens If in due form, and the lodge was 
called from labour to refreshment. 

• A Masonic tradition ltate, that, at the traDegl'llEion of our 
:6.1'11$ plU'ents, a certain sign or token was Uled, which has been 
perpetuated in the Order of Royal Arch Masonry. ThiH sign 
was used by MOles when he came down frllm the Mount. It 
wall again brought into requillition at the building of the 
Beooud Temple; and when Alexander the Great, with his 
victorious legioua, approached the city of Jeruaalem ia order 
to destroy it, he was met by the High Priest in his poutifical 
habiliments, accompanied by the priests and Levites in IOlemn 
prccealion, who saluted him with this Bigni:6.oani sign. It is 
an historical fact that Alexander was 80 much Htruck with the 
light of this proce88ion, that. he did homage to God's vicegerent; 
and it. is said, on more questionable authority, that his revereBce 
proceeded from the mntual recogai~oD of J4aa0Dio brotherhood. 
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Thus closed the first or introductory portion of 
the ceremony of raising a Brother to the Sublime 
Degree of a Geometrick Master. The inost pro
minent object which it presented to the senses of 
the candidate was undoubtedly the splendid charac
ter of the regalia worn by the presiding officers of 
the Lodge, which could not fail to attract his par
ticular observation, as it constituted a pleasing 
and unexpected spectacle. Bnt we of the present 
day, on a view of this feature, cannot help remark
ing a singular defect in the proceedings, by the 
entire absence of their symbolical application to 
morals, which ought to constitute one of the most 
essential elements in all rites and ceremonies of 
the Order. The colours indeed were gorgeous, 
but as they bore no allusion to ethics, they could 
scarcely be esteemed an apt appendage to a specu
lative institution, which professes to include the 
whole duty of man as a moral being, and is hence 
truly defined as a beautiful system of morality, 
veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols. 

In our present improved version of the rite, how 
much more solemn and impressive are the 
references to colour in the addresses of the instal. 
lation of the Principals of the Chapter, who 
represent three very different personages from the 
governors of Craft Masonry. These addresses 
include pregnant specimens of mental culture, and 
lessons of the purest Christian morality. As for 
instance:-

The blue colour of the robe forms a remarkable 
distinction, for it is one of the most beautiful 

E 5 
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colours in nature, and was accordingly adopted 
and worn by our ancient Brethren of Craft 
Masonry as its peculiar characteristic, and is as 
much distinguished for the durability of its 
material or principle as by the beauty of its super
structure. It is an emblem of universal benevoa 
lence and friendship, and instructs us that in the 
mind of a Mason those virtues should be as ex
pansive as the azure canopy of heaven itself. 

The colours of this degree are purple, crimson, 
and pale blue, which, being blended together, are 
considered to be an emblem of union, calculated 
to remind the companions that the harmony and 
unanimity of the Chapter ahould be their constant 
aim. And as the glorious sun at its meridian 
height dispels the mists and clouds which obscure 
the horizon, so may their exertions tend to dispel 
the gloom of jealousy and discord whenever they 
may begin to appear. 

Crimson is an emblem of imperial dignity, and 
reminds us of the paternal concern which the 
Principals ought ever to feel for the welfare of 
the Chapter, and of the fervency and zeal with 
which they should endeavour to promote its 
prosperity. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE SECOND DIVISION OF THE PRIMITIVE 
RITUAL. 

91 

THIS part recounts the 1088 and recovery of the 
Sacred Word, but the legend is very differently 
arranged from that which was practised in the 
English Grand Lodge, although referring to the 
self-same event. Here the Senior Warden, who 
was formerly absent, takes his position in the 
west. The candidates now proceeded towards the 
east, and addressed the R. W. Master thus:
"Sire, our Most Worshipful Grand Master, 
Hiram, King of Tyre, having now arrived, we 
earnestly implore that you will confer upon us 
the high and sublime mysteries of a Geometrick 
Master Mason." The R. W. Master, casting 
his eyes towards the south, exclaimed: "The 
Chair in the BOuth is vacant. Where is our 
worthy Grand Master, H. A. B. ?" One of the 
Brethren replied: "Sire, when we retired from 
labour to refreshment, at High Meridian, he 
remained behind. It is his custom to offer up 
his devotions at this hour to Him Whose name be 
exalted for ever. He may yet be at his devo
tions." The R. W. Master refusing to proceed 
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in his absence, the conducting Brother offered to 
search for him about the precincts of the 
Temple, &c. 

After certain ceremonies, which I do not think 
it expedient to describe, the Brethren made their 
report. Then followed a representation of the 
Arch,l and the recovery of the lost Word. The 
R. W. Master then told the candidates that It We 
permittcd our lamented Brother, after casting the 
two Pillars of the Porch, to engrave the mysterious 

Word upon a plate of gold within the cabalistic 
figure of our signet, and to wear it as a mark of 

I "The vault or C&'ferD here referred to, according to ~be 
Anoienta, WIUI a place within the Sanctum Sanctorum. Solomon 
bad a deep cave dug underground, with many intricacies, over 
whicb he fixed a stone, wherein he put the Ark and Cherubim. 
They say he did this becauBe, by the Holy Spirit foreeeeing that 
the Temple would be destroyed, h. therefore made a aeoret 
place where the Ark might be kept, 80 that ita sanctity might 
not be profaned by heathen banda j and they are of opinion 
tbat subsequently Josiab secreted therein tbe Ark of the Cove
JJ&lJt."-M_uABeralwaeZ, 0bRcil., voL ii p. 76. 
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our royal favour and good will, and I have no 
doubt but it is still in his possession!' Then fol. 
lowed the ceremony of finding the medal, which 
exhibited a double triangle enclosed within a 
circle, and the Tetragrammaton in the centre.' 
The medal was then placed upon the Holy Bible 
instead of the Square and Compasses, and when 
the Brethren resumed their seats, they were thus 
addressed by the R. W. Master:-

It Brethren, we are peculiarly fortunate in the 
recovery of this jewel, containing the mysterious 
Word, which would otherwise have been irre
coverably lost. If it had fallen into improper 
hands, they might have prized it for its metallic 
value, but they would not have understood its 
symbolical worth. These four letters compose 
the Tetragrammaton,' or sacred name of the 

• A. Masonio tradition at the period about which we are 
~aking taugbt tbe bretbren that .. it was the Saored Word 
whioh expelled our erring parents from Paradise; whioh 
appeared in terror at the universal deluge; and on several 
oooaaionl manifeated itself to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and alao to MOles at the burning bUlb; after 
whioh it aaBUmed a permanent form, and dwelt in the oloudy 
pillar as the image of the glory of God. This appearance WIll 

no otber than the Tetragrammaton, which il 80 highly cele
brated in many of the higher degrees of Masonry. This word 
oonversed with Adam in Paradise, and il there called the Voice 
of God, which is nothing elae than Jeaua Christ the Meaaiah, 
that taketh away the ainl oUhe world." 

I An infidel writer in the United States gives the following 
account of tbis tran_tion, which, as might have beeu expected, 
WIll equally inaccurate both in doctrine and in fact. "The 
three Grand Masten, at the building of the Temple, entered 
into a 801emn agreement not to confer the Muter'. degree 
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only true and living God. He, in His mercy, 
condescended to reveal this name nnto Enoch, to 
Jacob, and to Moses, and it has descended to us 
through Boaz, Obed, and Jesse, even by the lips 
of our father David, of ever blessed memory. 
Fearing, therefore, that this most precious name 
should be lost to the world, and to our people in 
particular, we did, in solemn convocation, commu
nicate it to our royal friend, Hiram, King of 
Tyre, and also to our departed Grand Master, 
B.A.B. 

"To the ends of the earth we were anxious that 
His holy name should be carried, and to unborn 

until the Temple should be completed; that all three must 
nece88&rily be present when it should be oonferred; and if 
either of them should be taken away by death, prior to the 
finishing of the Temple, the Master'. Word would be lost. 
After thiB arrangement, lest the knowledge of the arts and 
BCiences .hould be lost, they agreed to build a secret vault, 
leading from Solomon's most retired apartmeut, a dne west 
course, and ending under the sanctum 8&Dctorumof the Temple, 
which they divided into nine separate arches. The ninth arch 
was to be a place, not only for holding the Grand Council, but 
also for a deposit of a true copy of all those things which were 
oontained in the Oracle above. After the ninth arch was com
pleted, the three Grand :Masters deposited therein all thOle 
things which were oonsidered important to the Craft. Before 
the Temple was finished an accident occurred, which oauaed 
the death of one of the Grand Masters, and consequently the 
Master's Word was lost. The two remaining Grand Masters, 
beiug willing to do all in their power to preserre the SACRED 

W OBD, as they could not now oomm11llioate it, agreed to place 
it in the secret. vault, that if the other treasures were ever 
brought to light, the W01'li might also be discovered." Fellows'. 
Inquiry into the Origin, History, and Purport of Freemuonry," 
p.808. 

Digitized by Google 



ENGLISR ROYAL AlLCR. 95 

generations of men for ever. What indeed could 
be more appropriate as a gift to those who assisted 
in erecting a House to His glory than the true 
name of the Great Creator, as a name revealed by 
Himself.· 

" We write it in such a manner that no one 
can pronouuce it except he receives it from human 
lips. That the high majesty of this most sacred 
word might not be prof~ed, behold how our 
lamented Grand Master preserved it at the cost, 
&c. &c. May this be an example to you, that at 
the great day you may be· fouud to have, in like 
manner, preserved the Word of God in your 
souls inviolable and incorrupt. And that you 
may for ever bear in mind the sad scene you have 
just witnessed, let me exhort you to humble 
yourselves to the final condition of mortality, that 
you may be raised on the SIX points of fellowship, 
and entrusted with the mysterious secrets of a 
Geometrick Master Mason." 

The six points of fellowship were then explained, 
the candidates invested, and the ceremony con
cluded with the following address, which was 
called a lecture :-

tl Brethren, seeing that you are now clothed, it is 

4 The names revealed by the Moat High to Moses were 
eleven in number, AS follows: -1. JEHOVAH. 2. EL, 'wong 
aM mighty. 3. RAOEUIII, merciful. 4. ClIA.NNUN, gracitnMl. 
5. EBEOB App.A,YIII, lrmg·,ufferitng. 6. RAB, great and migli.ty. 
7. CUSBD, bO'Untifu,l. 8. EKBTB, wmk. 9. NOT8BR Clill8BD, 

bO'll6ltijulneB8. 10. N08BAVON, tile &du:mer. 11. PO.l.BDAVON, 

rewibv.tille jUltice.-See Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
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necessary that you should have tools to work with. 
I will therefore present you with the working tools 
of a Master Mason, which are, every one of them, 
implements of Masonry, and especially the trowel. 
After the stones intended for a building have been 
hewn and properly squared, the trowel is used by 
operative Masons for uniting them together by 
means of cement. As Apprentices, you were em
ployed in hewing; as Fellowcrafts, in adjusting 
and squaring; and now, as Master Masolls, you 
will unite brother to brother by the cement of 
brotherly love, so that peace and concord may 
characterize all·your labours in this world, and 
earn for you a place in the eternal habitations of 
the next, where the everlasting Father of Love 
will reign for ever and ever. 

"You are also, my Brethren, entitled, as 
Master Masons, to the use of an alphabet;5 which 
our venerable Grand Master, H. A. B., employed 
in communicating with King Solomon, of Jeru
salem, and King Hiram, of Tyre. It is geome-

• A writer of the last oentury informs us that a square, its 
portions, and the different positions into which those por· 
tions may be placed, with the aid of the dot, will form an 
alphabet of twenty-four letters, without the use oC a quarter or 
single side, such as the Roman I. This is the secret alphabet 
oC Masonry. It is very probRble that the circle, triangle, and 
square, their divisions, and the varied positions of those divi· 
sions, first gave the idea of letters and an alphabet. The 
Egyptian letters are plainly of this character. One of the 
Greek letters is a triangle. The circle is common in almost all 
alphabets; the square in many, and the united diviHione of 
both in all. 
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trick in its character, and is therefore eminently 
nseful to Master Masons in general. By means 
of two squares and a mallet,6 a Brother may make 

• This was effected by the agency of the Masonic cypher, 
which consists of simple squares and angles; although I cannot 
think that two squares would fumisl! snfficient machinery for 
the purpose, unless one (If them had a joint at the angle, to 
reduce the two limbs to ODe when necessary. A square, two 
24·inch ganges, and the gavel or mallet appear to be the most 
efficient implements. But although Dermott boasted that the 
IlIICret was known only to a few intelligent members of his own 
schism, yet it is quite evident that he himself learnt it on the 
Continent, where it Wad used by the Craft long before the time 
when he flourished; and it had been promulgated a hundred 
years earlier by the Marquis of Worcester, in the following 
words :-" A method by which, at a window, as far as the eye 
can discover black from white, a man may hold intercourse with 
his correspondent, without noise made or notice taken; being 
according to occasion given or means afforded ex re nata, and 
no need of provision beforehand; though much better if foreseen 
and course taken by mutual consent of parties, and may be 
carried on by night as well as by day, though as dark as pitch 
is black." 

I subjoin a few of the most usual cyphers-

Original Engllsh. 

I,· I al.\ow 

I rl'l d A. 
'III. I.. w •. 

I e "1 bm. e... It.. J •• 

~other variety. English. 

ceo \t,.I .. '. 
\" d.\ • It. 0 •• 11'1· 

", •. \ h.1 k,. 

"-.,.'/ 
a h r 
/",,,",, 

p 

Improved English. 

ab.1 cd. I ef· 

,10·1 iJ. I k I. 

..... \011.\ '1r. 

1/.':-- ~e. 3&". 
.#&.-......... 

OrIgInal. Continental, 

."1"81'1 cu. ".. Vee _ •• 

do·I'II·lf,. 
, •. lh.1 H. 

Digitized by Google 



98 ORIGIN OF THB 

the whole alphabet, and silently convey his ideas 
to another at any convenient distance.7 That. 
this geometrick alphabet may be easily learned 
and remembered, I will now entrust you with the 
key thereof, which is as follows:-

x • • • 
• • • 
• •• 

"This degree, as yon have seen, was instituted, 
by King Solomon, immediately after the dedica-

Improved Continental. 

46.1 Cli., el· 

6A., H·lm ... 
op. ! gr.I.'. 

United States. 

.... 1 bo./,e ll' 

'Ii6.1 eJ'·It-· 
6 1.1 A "·1 , ... 

This note has been extracted from an unpublished manu
aoript by the author of the present work, on the "Disorepanoies 
of Freemasonry," as they were discu888d IUId settled at a 
private convention holden at Grimsby, in the year 1825, in the 
presence of Brothers Dr. Oliver, Peter Gilkes, and several 
provincial oelebrities, together with an accomplished foreign 
Mason, where this and numer01l8 other Masonio diflioulties 
were oritically investigated. 

7 The author of the Freemason's Lexicon oslls it an "anoient 
cypher" ; but this is a mistake, equally with the antiquity of its 
ongln. His words are :-" There is' a very lUloient cypher 
extant amongst Masons, taken from the square and triangle, 
whioh is called the Ammonian writing of the anoient Egyptian 
priests. In the year 1808, Bro. J. G. Bruman, Direotor oUhe 
Academy of Commerce, and Professor of the Mathematioa at 
Mannheim, published a programme of a pangraphia or uni· 
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tion of the Temple at JeruIIlllem, as a reward to 
the several 61pert and faithful CraftslQen who had 
laboured diligently and perseveringly in its erea .. 
tion. It was a reward not only to the Israelites, 
but also to those Tyrians who had renounced 
idolatry. His object in entrusting them with the 
great and mysterious name of the Almighty was 
that which Malachi afterwards prophesied would 
come to pass in time, that from the rising of the 
sun even to the going down of the same the Name 
of Jehovah would be great among the Gentiles, 
but the time was not yet come. 1'he Assyrians 
invaded Tyre and destroyed it; the sacred name 
'Was corrupted, and in a mutilated form was soon 
after given to the idols of the Gentiles. When 
the Jews found this to be the case, they left oft' 
pronouncing it, and in process of time the true 
Name was lost to the Jewish people and nation. 
How ,it 'Was recovered, and who restored it unto 
us, I must leave St. John the Evangelist to inform 
you by his Epistle to the Brethren at Ephesus,8 

versaJ. system of writing, and at the ~e time an arithmetical 
cryptographic, which was to be extremely useful in Freema
sonry; but 80 far as we know this work has never appeared. 
The inquiring brother may profitably consult my Essay on the 
Masonic Cypher, in Vol I. of the • Golden Remains.'" 

• Almost all the Apocryphal Gospels, Epistles, &c., may be 
traced generally to the early sect of the Dooetm, a branch of the 
Gnostics, the introducers of the mystic philosophy into Chris
tianity, and in particular to a certain Leuoius, said to have 
been a disciple of St. John, and who opposed these forgeries to 
the genuine writings of the Apostles, with the view of sup
porting the peculiar tenets of the sect, viz., that light and 
darkne88. spirit and matter, are coeternally and coequally 

p 2 
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which King Godefroy discovered among the 
Christian Brethren at Jerusalem, and which has 
come down to us faithfully preserved even unto 
this day.~' 

opposed in hostility, &0. See more of this in Lord Lindsay's 
"Christian Mythology," x. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE TESTIMONY OF ST. JOHN mE 
EVANGELIST. 

THE lecture concluded with the following 
address, supposed to have been pronounced by St. 
John to the Bre.thren at Ephesus, about the year 
of our Lord 98 :_It Dearly beloved,-N ow concern
ing the mysteries which have been revealed to us, it 
was on this wise. In those days, while the Temple 
was yet standing, it came to pass that the scribes 
and chief priests of the Jews heard of the won
derful things which were done by Jesus, and fear
ing him, they tried to explain them away as works 
done by Beelzebub. And Jesus, knowing their 
thoughts, said unto them :-'Every kingdom divided 
against itself shall be made desolate; if, therefore, 
Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against him
self; how then shall his kingdom stand?' 

"On hearing these words they were troubled, 
and answering, said unto Him :-' If the works 
done by Thee proceed from God, give unto us a 
sign from heaven whereby we may have testimony 
thereof.' And they proposed unto Him the true 
pronunciation of the quadriliteral word mn., 
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which composes the great Name that was revealed 
to Moses, and which the Jews had lost during 
their captivity under Nebuchadnezzar; for the 
priests had substituted the name ADONAI, lest 
the Gentiles should give this great Name to their 
impotent gods. And the chief priests said unto 
Jesus :-' This great Name being lost to our people 
and nation, no other person can restore it nnto U8 

except the. Messias himself. If, therefore, thon 
canst pronounce to U8, by the power of Jehovah, 
his most holy Name, we shall know certainly that 
thou art he whom we look for, and not another.' 
But Je~us turned away from them, saying :-' A 
wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a 
sign, and a sign shall not be given unto it, save 
and except the sign of the prophet Jonas.' 

"And he went out and departed from the 
Temple. But his disciples followed him, and 
besought him, saying :-' Teach thou unto ns the 
forgotten Name of the Almighty, and the 
mysteries thereof.' Then taking Peter, James, 
and John, he brought them up into a high moun· 
tain apart, and kneeling upon his knees, he 
began to pray, when 10 I there appeared unto them 
Moses the Lawgiver, unto whom Jehovah first 
vouchsafed to reveal his holy Name, and whose 
sepulchre no man knoweth to this day; and like
wise Elias, who was taken up to heaven in a 
.hirlwind of fire, and was the prototype of St. 
John the Baptist. And the face of Jesus did 
shine as the sun, having also many great horns 
of light. And turning himself about, he per. 
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c~i ved that his disciples had fallen upon their faces 
in very great fear; so, coming to them, he raised 
them up from the earth and revealed unto them 
that great and glorious Name, Moses and Elias 
bearing testimony to his power over the living 
and the dead, and over things past, present, and 
to come. Here Jesus interpreted to them this 
most holy Name [lA-n-YAJ, signifying EnR
LASTING FATHER OP LOVE,l charging them likewise 
that they should tell no man what they had 
seen and heard upon the mount until after 
his resurrection. 

" Now behold, fear came even yet more upon 
the disciples, aud they trembled with exceeding 
great terror, for they had heard some of the 
mysteries of Jehovah; but Jesus comforted them, 
saying :-' Fear not, for from henceforth, in my 
Name, ye shall heal all manner of diseases and 

I To the same effect we find the following pasMge in the 
Catholic Epistle of St. Barnabas: -" Understand, therefore, 
children, these things more fully, that Abraham, wbo was the 
first that brought in circumcision, looking forward in the spirit 
to Jesus, circumcised, having received tAe myBte'1l 01 Three 
Letter., For the Scripture says that Abraham circumcised three 
hundred and eighteen men of his bouse, But what, therefore, 
was the mystery that was made known unto him' Mark, first, 
the eighteen, and next the' th.ree It.l.I.Itd,'ed, For the numeral 
letters oC 1m aud eight are I H. And these denote Jesus, 
And because the CroBB was that by which we were to find 
grace, therefore he adds tkree hundred, the note of which is T, 
the figure of his CroSB. Wherefore by two letters he signified 
Jesus, and by the third his cross [I ~J. He who has put the 
engrafted gift of his doctrine within us, knows that I never 
taught to anyone a more certain truth. But I trust that ye 
are worthy of it." 
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raise the dead, yea, and cast out devils. As he 
spake these words a shining cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice came out of the brightness, 
saying :-' This is my· beloved Son, hear ye him.' 
And descending from the mount, they pondered 
upon these things, but until his resurrection they 
revealed them not to anyone. Fervently then, 
dearly beloved brethren, love one another, abiding 
in the truth always." 

Such was the first' outline of the Royal Arch, 
as a completion of the Third Degree, evidently 
introduced into the Order of Freemasonry as 
an exemplification of Protestant Christianity, 
although the plan was subsequently extended by 
the addition of the cavern and its mysterious con· 
tents, when the second part of the above cere· 
monies was placed under the government of a 
Chapter, and dignified with the appellation of a 
Fourth Degree. And the lecture, even when 
introduced into our Grand Lodge by Brother 
Dunckerley, in 1776, still retained a reference both 
to Craft Masonry Rnd Christianity, although the 
pseudo Epistle of St. John was discarded. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE EXCELLENT AND SUPER EXCELLENT 

DEGREES. 

105 

THE original identification of Craft with Royal 
Arch Masonry clearly appears from the pre. 
ceding facts and arguments, but many learned 
brethren entertain grave doubts whether, under 
the present arrangement, any tangible connec· 
tion between them can be fairly established. 
The Grand Lodges on the Continent of Europe, in 
the United States, in Ireland, and perhaps Scot. 
land, pronounce the Royal Arch to be the seventh 
step or grade (and our own Floor Cloth ascends 
into the Chapter by seven steps),· separate and 
distinct from the symbolical degrees, the three 
grades of Past Master, Excellent and Super 
Excellent, being originally interposed between 
the Master Mason and the Royal Arch. 

This arrangement is Dot now uniformly ob. 
served, for in some cases the intermediate steps 

I The accesa to the Chapter by seven steps or degrees was 
'" subsequent arrangement, and was probably the work of 
Michael Hayes, a Jew, about 1780 (Clavel says 1777), who 
introduced the degree into the United States along with other 
Masonic novelties. 

p 3 
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vary. In the New World they are Mark, Past, 
and Most Excellent Masters. In the best rituals 
used by our Scottish Brethren the degree of 
Excellent Master (comprehending three steps) 
was supposed to be given at Babylon as a test, in 
order to prevent mere Master Masons from par
taking in the privilege of building a second 
temple, except those to whom Cyrus gave per
mission to return to Jerusalem for that purpose. 
It was therefore a temporary degree, but during 
the building an incident occurred on which the 
Royal Arch was founded, and hence the Scotch 
Masons ulle the degree of Excellent as an intro
duction to the Royal Arch. Indeed, they con
sider both to be temporary degrees, instituted for 
a partiCUlar purpose, and not cosmopolite, like 
true Masonry. 

"I am induced to believe," says Brother Cole, 
in his" Masonic Library," "that the founders of 
this degree divided its secrets or ceremonies into 
seven grades. It was incumbent upon them to 
move slowly and to manage the subjects with 
which they had to deal with much caution, for 
fear of a disclosure. Besides, seven steps seem 
necessary to complete the rounds of the holy 
Royal Arch, the grand desideratum of Masonry." 

It is quite <;lear, however, from the preceding 
sketch, that the founders of the Order had no con
ception of any such number of degrees; for their 
own regulations distinctly specify, after the last 
pan had been severed from the Third Degree and 
elevated to the dignity of a separate and inde-
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pendent Order, that the candidate, being recom
mended by his Lodge, and found "well qualified 
in the several degrees of Apprentice, Fellowcraft, 
and Master Mason, and having passed the Chair, 
was eligible to be admitted to the Supreme Degree 
of an Excellent Royal Arch Mason." In the 
Ahiman Rezon the Royal Arch is pronounced to 
be the Fourth Degree (p. lIS), and might occur 
about the year 1744, because Brother D' Assigney, 
in that year, says :-" Some of the Fra.nity have 
expressed their uneasiness at the Royal Arch being 
kept a secret from them, since they had already . 
passed through the usual degrees of probation; but 
I cannot help being of opinion that they have no 
right to any such benefit until they make a 
proper application, and are received with due 
formality as having passed the Chair and given 
undeniable proofs of their skill." 

The Excellent and Super Excellent Degrees 
were conferred in Lodges governed by a Master 
and Wardens, representing Moses, Aaron, and 
Bur, alld referred to the deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage, the wanderings in the wilderness, and the 
passage over the river Jordan into the Promised 
Land. The rituals varied considerably in different 
Lodges, although they usually bore a typical 
reference to the legation of Moses, as will appear 
from the following extracts. 

In the first of these degrees, which is only pre
paratory, the candidate was furnished with a rod, 
and with that instrument the reports were made, 
in allusion to the action of Moses when he 
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stretched out his al'ms and smote the Red Sea 
three times, so that the Children of Israel went 
through as on dry ground, and Pharaoh and his 
host were drowned in their attempt to follow 
them. He then claimed admission to the Excel. 
lent Degree, by virtue of having passed throngh 
the three preliminary degrees of Craft Masonry, 
and being" impressed with a sincere wish and 
desire to participate in the privileges of this 
degree, h.bly prays that his petition may be 
accepted." The petition was granted and he 
was admitted accordingly, and after the ceremonies 
were closed, he became, as it was technically 
termed, " a follower of Moses." II 

t I have received many letters, in the course of my life, from 
different parts of tbe world, concerning the tecbnical appella
tions by which the progress through tbe several orders and 
degrees in Masonry (so called) are distinguished. It may be 
useful, therefore, to insert the information here, as I may 
probably not be furnisbed with another opportunity. The 
E.A.P. is initiated in a Lodge, the Fellowcraft paued, and 
the Master Mason railed; the Mark Master congralulated, the 
Past Master pruided, the Most Excellent Master ac1cno1Dledged 
and received, and the Royal Arch Mason ezalted in a Chapter. 
The American order of High Priesthood is called a Con't'ention, 
and the candidate i. said to be anointed. And furt\n!r, an 
assembly of Knights Templars is called an Encampmat; of 
Knights of the Christian Mark, a CO'Uncil; of Illustrioul 
Knights, a Oonc7a't'6; of Knights of the East and West, a Gra.rl 
OO'Uncil; of ROBe-Croix, a SO't'ereign Ohapter; of Chevalierl 
K. H., an ..d reopaguI ; of Grand Inquisitor and Commander, 
a SO'Derrigtt Tribunal; of Princes of the Royal Secret, a 0.. 
riBtory; and of Grand Inspectors General, a CcmtlOCGtiott. This 
explanation may be generally satisfactory, although alight 
variations occur under different Bystem. in various parts of 
the world. 
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The Lecture, or Catechism, has but a single 
Section, besides the ceremony of admission, from 
which I subjoin a few brief particulars. 

"Will you inform me in what manner the 
three candlesticks were placed upon the table 7 
They were placed in a direct line, one behind the 
other, from east to west, two of them only being 
lighted.-Why did they appear in that form? 
They allude to that happy period when the Chil
dren of Israel passed through the Red Sea in their 
journey to the Promised Land. The two lighted 
candles symbolize the pillar of fire that lighted 
them through the sea; and also represent the two 
great lights, Moses and Aaron, that conducted 
them safely across. The extinguished candle 
represents the pillar of a cloud which covered the 
Egyptian army with darkness, and proved their 
utter overthrow. 

"What do we understand by the Rod of Moses? 
The metaphor is taken from the custom of shep
herds, who carry a rod to drive their sheep into 
green pastures, and the crook at the end of it is 
to catch them; and it reminds us of the true 
shepherd, Jesus Christ, according to the expres
sion of our Grand Master David :-' Thy rod and 
Thy staft' comforted me.' -What is the meaning 
of Aaron'. rod blossoming and bearing fruit? It 
is intended to show how quickly those who are 
called by grace should blossom and bear heavenly 
fruit, and become faithful watchmen and seen of 
the night. 

" Why is Christ called the foundation-stone of 
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His Church? He being the precious Stone taken 
out of God's eternal rock, unto which the Church 
and all its members are united by the cement of 
faith and love.-How do we discover that union? 
It is undiscernible by carnal eyes. Like the 
stones of the typical temple, which were 80 admi
rably laid and united that the joints conld not 
be perceived, and it appeared to be constructed 
of one entir.e stone. Neither can we discern 
these things until we are enlightened by the Grace 
of God." 

The degree of Super Excellent is goverued by 
the same officers as the former, Moses being 
distinguished by a broad green sash, while those 
of Aaron and Hur were white. Two rods in 
saltire were placed behind the chairs of the mem
bers present. The three lights were in a right 
line, with a single light at a distance, by which 
sat Joshua attired in a crimson sash, with the 
Bible and Sword in front, as Captain of the Lord's 
Host. The Report alludes to that period of time 
when Moses struck the rock with his rod in the 
desert of Zin, out of which there came an abun
dance of water to supply the wants of the children 
of Israel, and caused their murmurings to cease. 
After some preliminary ceremonies the Master 
thus addresses the candidate:-

It Excellent Brother, the signs and tokens of the 
Super Excellent degree were known to that in~ 
spired man, Moses, who was selected from amongst 
thousands of his brethren, by the Most High, to 
bring His chosen people out of bondage, and to 
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publish His laws, not ouly to them, but to the 
whole world. Afterthe deliverance, Moses caused 
a Tent or Taberuacle to be erected in the wilder
ness, under the immediate directiou of God him
self; and being sensible that he could not remain 
with them for ever, He transmitted to others the 
signs, tokens, laws, and commands of the Lord 
their God; and in like manner I will now intrust· 
you with the secrets, signs, and tokens of this 
Super Excellent Order." 

This degree is more comprehensive than the 
former, and the lecture consists of three sections, 
from which I extract the following specimens for 
the purpose of pointing out its tendency:-uExcel. 
lent Brother, when you first came into a Lodge of 
Super Excellent Masons, what principally struck 
your attention? The form in which the four 
lights were placlecl.-Be kind enough to inform 
me what those situations were? The principal 
lights were placed in an horizontal line; and at a 
distance I saw a smaller light, with the Bible and 
Sword.-Whom do the three great lights repre
sent 7 They are the representatives of Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur.-Give me a reason fur this? 
Because Moses was chosen to bring the Lord's 
peculiar people out of their Egyptian bondage; 
Aaron was appointed to be His spokesman, and 
Hur His chief priest.-There is another reason 
which I will thank you to specify? When the 
Israelites were journeying into the land of promise, 
the Amalekites refused them a passage through 
their dominions; they therefore collected their 
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armies and encamped in the valley of Repbidim. 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur, previous to the battle, 
went to tbe top of a hill near tbe place wbere it 
was to be fougbt; for it bad been divinely com
municated to Moses, tbat the rod witb which he 
smote the Red Sea should be a safeguard to him 
and all Israel, so long as they observed His laws, 
and kept His commandments. And wben the 
battle bad begun, with great fury on both sides, 
Moses lifted up his bands, wbich held the miracu
lous rod, and then the Israelites prevailed. But 
when, through weariness, he let his hands drop, 
the Amalekites prevailed. On which Aaron and 
Hnr placed tbemselves on each side of Moses, and 
supported his arms in a continued state of eleva
tion. The Israelites in consequence of this pre
vailed, and put to flight the whole army of their 
enemies. Thus the Lord manifested His gracious 
power and protection to Moses, as He had pro
mised even before tbey left tbe bouse of bondage. 

"What did the Light at a distance signify? 
It represented Joshua, the chosen servant of the 
Lord, who that day was at tbe bottom of the hill 
with the armies of Israel, and there discomfited 
the Amalekites with a high hand, according to 
the promise of the Most High, who fought that 
day for Israel, and called the place Jehovah 
Nissi." 

It may be unnecessary to give any further 
extracts from this Lecture, which includes a minute 
description of the Tabernacle and its appendagea, 
the Oracle, the Ark and Mercy Seat, and the 
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Cloudy Pillar; together with the passage of the 
river Jordan, the demolition of Jericho, and a 
number of reasons why Moses was a type oC 
Christ; and closes with this admonition :-" We 
learn that the Israelites were not permitted to 
enter the Promised Land till after the death of 
Moses; and in like manner our Saviour opened 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers, and pro
mised another Comforter, who could not come till 
He had ascended into Heaven. Shortly afterwards 
that Comforter was vouchsafed, in the form of 
cloven tongues of fire resting on the heads of His 
disciples, and enabling them to speak in all 
tongues, and to understand all languages. There. 
fore, let us, Super Excellent Masons, give all 
glory and praise to God our Saviour, the true 
Comforter, both now and for evermore." 

l' 5 
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CHAPTER V. 

CRAFT MASONRY AND THE ROYAL ARCH. 

IN the Articles of Union it is distinctly provided 
that the Royal Arch shall be considered as a com. 
pletion of the Third Degree; and we have already 
seen that, at its original promulgation, it formed 
an essential part of that degree. In order to 
reduce this principle to practice, and to make it 
permanently understood, it is ordained in the 
General Regulations, as a perpetual and unalter. 
able Landmark, that U the Grand Master of the 
Fraternity shall be the First Grand Principal, if a 
Royal Arch Mason. The Deputy Grand Master, 
if a Royal Arch Mason, is to be the Second Grand 
Principal; the Grand Secretary is to be the Grand 
Scribe E.; and the Grand Treasurer and Registrar 
of the Craft to occupy the same offices in the 
Grand Chapter.1 " 

I And it is also impreBBed on tbe candidate, at his exaltatioD 
by tbe First Principal, in tbese words :-" Allow me to COD
gratulate you OD your admiRsioD into tbe sublime and exalted 
degree of a Royal Arch M&IIOn, which is at once tbe foundatioD 
and copestone of tbe whole M&IIOnic structure. You may 
perhaps conceive that you bave received tbis day a Fourth 
Degree of Freem&llOnry, but lucb is not tbe case: it is only the 
completion of that of a Master M&IIOn." 
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Those Grand Lodges which have disconnected 
the Royal Arch from the Third Degree of Craft 
MlUlonry profes. to be actuated by these considera
tions :-1. because it now contains no reference 
to the transactions of the Third Degree; 2. it 
embraces a different series of facts; 3. includes 
a different period of time; and 4. celebrates 
the building of another edifice, although situated 
on the self-same spot of ground which forms the 
consecrated floor of our Craft Lodges. In a word, 
they contend that the Royal Arch contains nothing 
in common with Symbolical Masonry, except the 
SACRED NAME, which was originally attached to 
the Third Degree, and in one of its most ancient 
lectures, used, or at least sanctioned, by Sir C. 
Wren, when Grand Master, and consequently 
many years before the Royal Arch was fabricated. 
The Landmark is thus expressed :-ttWhence come 
you? From the East.-Whither going? To the 
West.-For what purpose? To seek for that 
which was lost, hut ill now Jound.-What is that 
which was lost, and is now found? THE MASTER 
MASON'S WORD." 

I am no way concerned in reconciling the 
anomalies of the Royal Arch, because I consider 
it to be incidental to ancient Masonry only as the 
present depository of this alienated Word. A 
Lodge, however, may exist without the addition of 
a Chapter; and even where a Chapter does exist, 
its Charter may be forfeited without compromising 
the Lodge. The discrepancies of the Royal Arch, 
however, could scarcely be rectified without an 
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entire reconstruction; or, in other words, without 
the formation of a new degree. Indeed, the last 
revision of the Royal Arch is essentially different 
from the-ritual which was manufactured by the 
seceding Brethren, and introduced by Dunckerley, 
with certain modifications, into the London Grand 
Lodge. I have, amongst my Masonic papers, a 
corrected copy of his entire lecture; which, it 
must be confessed, abounds in errors and anachro. 
nisms for want ofthe intervening links. It contains 
four sections, and about a hundred questions and 
answers. The first two sections contain the 
ceremony of Exaltation; the third refers to the 
Grand, Sacred, and Royal Lodges; and the fourth 
to the building of the Second Temple. The sub. 
joined extracts will show the connection which 
existed between Craft Masonry and the Royal 
Arch at the period when that celebrated Freemason 
flourished. 

U How did you obtain that Word? By having 
been made a true and Il\wfui Entered Apprentice; 
passed and raised to the sublime degree of a 
Master Mason, according to King Solomon's 
directions. I was then appointed Master of a 
Lodge; and baving served that office with freedom, 
fervency, and zeal, as 1\ reward for my fidelity, I 
was entrusted with tbe Word, which none but a 
Past Master, or a Master regularly placed in the 
Chair, ought to know.- What does that Word 
signify? An Excellent Mason or Master of 
Science!' 

* * * * * 
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" How long was Solomon's Temple in building? 
Seven years and six months.-How was it possible 
80 stupendous a building could have been erected 
in so short a time, when we read that the Temple 
of Diana at Ephesus-a far inferior edifice-took 
two hundred years in its completion? Because 
T. G. A. O. T. U., in His infinite wisdom, endued 
King Solomon and his abettors with sufficient 
talent for the purpose.-How many Master Masons 
were present at the building? Three thousand 
six hundred.-What proof have you of that? 
There were three thousand six hundred pure 
marble pillars in the Temple, and a pillar set np 
in honour of each of the two Royal Grand Mas
ters, with the name of each inscribed thereon; 
but there was no pillar found with the name of 
the third Grand Master, until the descent of the 
Royal Arch.-How were the workmen paid? In 
the usual places and in the accustomed manner.
Where was the foundation-stone laid? In the 
north-east corner. It was a block of pure white 
marble, without speck or stain, and alluded to the 
chief corner stone on which the Christian Church 
was built j which, although rejected by the Elden, 
afterwards became the head-stone in the corner.
What part of the temple was first finished? The 
Royal Arch.-Why was it called Royal? Because 
there were two royal penons concerned, who 
chose to become operative masons for the pnrpose 
of erecting it, as a depositorY for the Grand and 
Sublime Ward." 

At the cloee of this chapter it may be added, 
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that there exist among the Fraternity, even in 
England, conflicting opinions on many subjects 
connected with Craft M880nry and its radiating 
branches. Nor is it strange that it should be 80. 

Men's habits of thinking are 80 different, and they 
see the same objects from such various points 
of view, that we do not wonder to find adverse 
opinions on the most trifling propositions. The 
colour of the cameleon is determined according to 
the medium through which it is seen. To one it 
appears black, to another white, to a third green, 
and to a fourth red or blue. And there are 80 

many unexplained anomalies in Freem88onry, 
that a perfect agreement on every subject is 
morally impossible. Nor is it necessary. So long 
88 the Fraternity are unanimous on the identity 
of its broad outlitle, and the ancient Landmarks 
are preserved in their integrity, discordant opinions 
on minor point. will be rather beneficial ihan 
otherwise; inasmuch 88 truth i. elicited by the 
process of ratiocination, in the same manner 88 

metals receive their finest polish by a regulated 
series of succeuful operations in the hand. of 
skilful workmen. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE SEAL OF SOLOMON. 

IT was an observation of Sir H. Davy, that 
It men of genius in former times have often lan
guished in obscurity, not because their merits. 
were neglected, bnt because they were not under
stood. This, however, can scarcely happen in the 
present day, in which all sources of useful infor
mation are laid open, and in which unparalleled 
exertions have been made in the higher classes of 
society to diffuse useful improvement, and to 
promote all objects of inquiry which can benefit 
or enlighten the public. There are other uses, 
still greater uses, resulting from the communica
tion of general and popular science. By means 
of it vulgar errors and common prejudices are 
constantly diminished. It offers new topics for 
conversation, and for an active exercise of the 
understanding; and in cities it assists the cause 
of morality and religion, by preventing the increase 
of gross luxury and indulgence in vicious dissipa
tion. Man is designed for an active being, and 
his spirit, ever restless, if not employed upon 
worthy and dignified objects, will often rather 
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engage in mean and low pursuits than suffer the 
tedious and listless feelings connected with indo
lence; and knowledge is no less necessary in 
strengthening the mind, than in preserving the 
purity of the affections and the heart." 

These are sentiments which I have long applied 
to the science of Freemasonry; and have accor
dingly endeavoured to illustrate the science and 
philosophy of the Order, that its super-eminent 
merits may be open to public examination. 
Whether the institution has derived any benefit 
from my exertions, must be left to the decision 
of the Fraternity; and I am not without hope 
that the sentence will be favourable. 

The first Book of Constitutions of the Royal 
Arch was issued by the Supreme Grand Chapter 
in 1786, the laws having been agreed to 10th 
May, 1782. I have made use of this as an 
authentic document, in the following pages, 
because I consider its evidence to be conclusive. 
The introductory address, from which I have 
quoted largely, points out the construction which 
our rulers of that period put upon " THE WORD," 

that it was intended "to convey to the mind some 
idea of Him by whom all things were made; even 
the Word mentioned by St .• lohn, who was in the 
beginning with God, and was God; for all things 
were made by Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made; even T. G. A. 
O.T. U." 

The first Grand Principal by whom the above
mentioned code was signed was John Allen, who 
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was also the Grand Superintendent over the 
counties of Chester and Lancaster. His colleagues 
were Sir Herhert Mackworth, Bart., President of 
the Council; James Hesletine, and John Brookes, 
Esqrs., who held the great seal of the Order in 
commission, and were Inspectors General; Francis 
Const, Esq., Treasurer; and James Galloway, 
Thomas Dunckerley, Richard Garland, and John 
Allen, Esqrs., Provincial Superintendents; and 
with these were associated, all under the grand 
patronage of H.R.H. the Duke of Cumherland, 
Sir Peter Parker, Bart., Lieut.-General Rainsford, 
Thomas Preston, Esq., the Rev. John Frith, Bar
tholomew Ruspini, Esq., and other eminent Com
panions. 

Throughout the entire system of Freemasonry, 
whether practised hy Heathens, Jews, or Chris
tians, as in successive ages we find it to have 
heen, the MASON-WORD 1 always appears surrounded 

1 "How comes it thAt a doctrine 10 singular, and 10 ntterly 
At variAnce with all the conceptions of uninstructed reason, 
as that of a Trinity in Unity, should have been from the 
beginning a fundamental religious tenet of every nation upon 
earth' The answer is-a WOBD, a sacred, ineffable, trinne 
NAKB, showing forth the attributes of the Almighty, and 
faintly shadowing the afterwards revealed doctrine of the 
Trinity, was given to man at his creation. as the bond or type 
of union between the Spirit of God placed in man, and the spirit 
which created the body from dUlt. This Word was long pre· 
served by mAn, bnt in process of time, in conseqnence of the 
increasing wickedness of the world in falling away from God, 
was lost. Can we pierce this mystery' To the Royal Arch 
Mason I would say-he who seeketh rightly shall find."-Bro. 
Cilanter, in the F. Q. R. 

G 
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with a peculiar mystery. Its various modifications, 
as it passed through the hands of those people by 
whom it was consecutively preserved, have been 
the theme of endless speculation; and there is no 
nation, kindred, or people, with whom it has not 
constituted a curious subject of inquiry. Even 
its pronunciation has been variously interpreted; 
and some have gone so far as to refrain altogether 
from using it, until, as it is now believed, the true 
pronunciation is irrecoverably lost. 

The same thing is said to have happened 
amongst the Jews respecting the name of Jehovah. 
Theywere afraid the Heathen should get possession 
of it, and, therefore, in their copies of the Scrip
tures, they wrote it in the Samaritan characten 
instead of the Hebrew or Chaldee, that the adver
sary might not make an improper use of it; for 
they believed it capable of working miracles, and 
held that the wonders in Egypt were performed 
by Moses, in virtue of this name being engraven 
on his rod; and that any person, who knew the 
true pronunciation, would be able to do as much 
as he did. In like manner, the Heathen had 
names of their gods which it was not lawful 
to utter, lest nature should be subverted, and the 
earth dissolved.! 

I The followers of Mahomet have a tradition that there is a 
secret name of the Deity which possesses wonderful prop-el·tie., 
and that the only method of becoming acquainted with it is by 
being initiated into the mysteries of the Ism Abla. Lane has 
illustrated its power hyan anecdote from the Koran. It appears 
that two rebel angels, called Haroot and Maroot, were believed 
to be confined in the subterranean caverns which exist amidst 
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From the above belief amongst the Jews, en
forced by the consideration that the Shekinah 
actually delivered oracular responses to the high 
priest, the idea of attaching oracles to the heathen 
temples probably originated; &Dd in all cases the 
power was supposed to result from a cabalistic 
use of the name of the deity; and these super
stitions descended to the Mahometans and the 
Christians. It was commanded in the Jewish 
law, that sentences from the Scriptures should be 
inscribed on the door-posts of their dwellings; ~ 
and therefore the Jews had a custom of writing 
the Decalogue on a square piece of parchment, 
which they rolled up, and put into a case; and 
after inscribing the name of God within a circle 
on the outside, they affixed it to the door-posts of 
their houses, or private apartments, and considered 
it a talisman of safety. 

It was probably from this custom that the 
prophet of Mecca recommended his followers, 
when they closed their doors at night, to repeat 
the Name of God, which would render them 

the ruins of Babylon, and there IUIp8nded by the feet for an 
indefinite length of time. They had been lent amongat mankind 
&I examples, Rnd had linned, for which this punishment was 
iDlicted on them. The celebrated Mujahid viaited them under 
the guidanoe of a Jew, who particularly cautioned him not to 
mention the lUJlB OP GOD in their presence ; but when he 
beheld them, like two mountains suspended upaide down, he 
e&pl'8lllled hi. 88toniahment by uttering the forbidden !fAllB; 

on which the two angela became 10 violently agitated, that they 
aImod broke the irons which confined them, and Mujahid and 
his guide fled in the utmost conlternauon. 

• Deut. vi. 9. 
G 2 
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impervious to the intrusion of evil genii. The 
Arabs have some curious anecdotes respecting the 
use that Solomon made of the sacred name. It 
was engraven on a seal ring,· composed of brass 
and iron mixed; by virtue of the former he com
manded the good, and by the latter the evil genii. 
His power over them was unlimited, and they 
add, that it was by their aid that he built the 
temple at 1erusalem.5 By pronouncing the 

4 According to the Talmud, it was Solomon's custom, while 
he washed himll8lf, to entrust his Signet, on which his kingdom 
depended, with a concuhine of his named Amina; one day, 
therefore, when she had the ring in her custody, a devil, named 
Sakhar, came to her in the shape of Solomon, and received the 
ring from her; by virtue of which he became po8BeBBed of the 
kingdom, and sat on the throne in the shape which he had 
borrowed, making what alterations in the law he pleased; 
Solomon, in the meantime, being changed in his outward nppear
ance, and known to none of his subjects, WAS obliged to wander 
about and beg alms for his BUbsistence; till at length, after the 
space of forty days, the devil flew away, and threw the signet 
into the sea: the signet was immediately swallowed by a fish, 
which being taken and given to Solomon, he found the ring in 
its belly, and having by this means recovered the kingdom, took 
Sakhar, and tying a great stone to his neck, threw him into the 
lake of Tiberias. 

6 The MU8Bulmans feign that David having laid the founda
tions of the temple of J eruwem, which was to be in lieu of the 
Tabernacle of Moses, when he died, left it to be finished by his 
Bon Solomon; who employed the genii in the work i-that 
Solomon, before the edifice was quite completed, perceiving his 
end draw nigh, begged of God that his death might be concealed 
from the genii till tbey had entirely finished it: that God there
fore so ordered it, that Solomon died as he stood at his prayers. 
leaning on his sta~ which supported the body in that posture 
a full year; and the genii, supposing him to be alive, continued 
their work during that term; at the expiration whereof, the 
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Name, his minister Asaf transported the Queen 
of Sheba to his presence; and performed other 
wonderful works. 

The magicians of our own country made a 
similar use of the sacred name of God. When 
one of them desired to practise his art, he put on 
his magical robes, accompanied by an invocation 
in this form :-" By the figurative mystery of this 
holy vestment, I will clothe me with the armour 
of salvation in the strength of AnONAI, to whom 
be glory and praise for ever." After other cere· 
monies, which are of no moment here, he invoked 
the spirits "by the strong and mighty NAME of 
J BBOVAB; by his holy name TET&AGBAMMATON, 
and by all the wonderful names and attributes, 
Dadai, Sillon, Paracletos, &c., &c." We have 
the authority of King James for saying, that in 
his time spirits were iuvoked by the use of" circles 
and triangles, double and Bingle." And as with 
the Jews and Mahometans, the Christians of the 
middle ages were imbued with a firm belief that 
the name of God was a powerful protection from 
unclean spirits.6 

Temple being perfectly completed, a worm, which had gotten 
into t.he st.afF, ate it through, and the- corpse fell to the ground, 
and discovered the king's death. The Babbina also tell us of 
a worm which assisted the workmen, ita virtne being such as to 
cause the rocks and atones to fly in BUnder. Our ancient brethren 
of the last century talked a great deal about thia worm, which 
they called the lruecf. Shermah, and were 80 chary about ita 
name and marvellous performances, that they carefully kept 
them a profound secret. 

• The above charm ran in this form :-"In nomine Patrie, et 
Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen. + a + g + I + a +. TETRA· 
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The mystery which overshadows the WORD of 
Freemasonry has always been replete with interest, 
and constitutes the excitement that leads the 
inquirer from one fiegree to another, till he is 
rewarded by a participation in this ineffable 
secret. It is in vain that the oppugner of 
Masonry affects to believe that we possess no 
such claims on the attention, because he conscien
tiously feels that he is feigning an objection 
which cannot be substantiated. He envies ou!" 
knowledge, although prejudice prevents him from 
sharing in the advantages it conveys. It is in 
vain that apostate Masons tell the world, that 
they themselves were urged forward from step to 
step, under the promise that this great secret 
would be ultimately revealed, but which W8S 

always evaded under one pretext or another. 
The Brethren of the Order glory in the possession 
of a secret which never has been, nor ever can be 
revealed. " It is 8S a strong tower; the righteous 
runneth into it and is safe." 7 

GRAMMATON. + ALPHA + OMEGA. + A. O. + PriDlogenitnB 
+ Sapientia + Virtus. + JESUS NAZARENUS REX JUDEORUH. 
+ FiJi DODlini. + Miserere mei. + Amen. + Matheus. 
+ Marcus. + Lucas. + Johannes. + Mihi succurrite et 
defendite. + Amen. +." The Abmxas of the Basilideans 
partook of this nature. It was a gem or stone, with the word 
Abmxas engrAven on it, accompanied by curious designs of 
natural or artificial objects. l'dontfaucon has given engravings 
of several bundreds of them. Every individual who joined the 
society of the Gnoatica was presented with this gem, wbich was 
supposed to secure the protection of the Deity to whom it was 
dedicated, to avert oa.Ia.mity, and to convey health, prosperity. 
And safety. 7 Provo xviii. 10. 
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At the establishment of the Royal Arch degree 
during the last century, a passage from the first 
chapter of St. John's Gospel was introduced, in 
which the LOGos, or WORD, is pronounced to be 
T. G. A. O. T. U., or CHRIST, or GOD, on the 
authority of Holy Scripture; for J BHOVAH said, 
by the mouth of his prophet, "I have sworn 
by myself, and the WORD is gone out of my 
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return; 
that unto me every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall swear." B Now these very words 
are twice applied in the New Testament to Jesus 
Christ. St. Paul says,9 "We shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of CHRIST; for it is 
written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess." 
And again, more plainly; 10 "At the Name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow." 

The passage above referred to, was used by the 
holy Evangelist to refute certain heterodox doc
trines, which had been propounded by the Gnos
tics, to the effect that "the Supreme Deity first 
generated an on]y begotten Son, who again begat 
the Word, which was inferior to the first born. 

, Tha.t Christ was inferior to· the Word. That 
there were two Spirits distinct from Christ, the 
one called Life, and the other Light j and that 
the Creator, or the G. A. O. T. U., was a still 
lower spirit, called Demiurgus, who formed the 
world out of eternal matter." These absurdities 

8 lea. xlv. 23. D Rom. xiv. 10, 11. 10 Phil. ii. 10. 
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were set at rest by the passage in question; which 
was the beginning of his Gospel-It In the 
beginning was the WORD, and the Word was 
with God, and the WORD was GOD. All 
things were made by him; and without him was 
not anything made that was made. In him was 
Life; and the Life was the Light of men. And 
the Light shineth in darkness, and the darkne88 
comprehended it not." 

• 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A PRIMITIVE TRACING BOARD OF THE ROYAL 

ARCH. 

I HAVE had the good fortune to meet with a 
very curious Floor Cloth of the Royal Arch 
degree, as it was practised in the Grand Lodge 
of England, at the period of its introduction into 
what was then denominated modern Masonry by 
Brother Dunckerley, which clearly illustrates the 
principles already enuuciated. It is painted on 
silk (size 22 by 18 inches), and is the property 
of the St. Michael's Chapter No. 24, in the city 
of Chester, and was forwarded to me by my friend 
and brother, Willoughby, of Birkenhead. The 
Warrant for this Chapter is dated February 9th, 
1781, and differs very little from the present 
form, except that it is dedicated to "the Almighty 
JAH tXt." It is signed by the three Principals, 
two Scribes, and three Sojourners, and also by 
three Inspectors General. An old jewel which 
belonged to this Chapter, has a mitre upon it, 
on which is inscribed HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 

This ancient document I have thought of 
sufficient importance to present to my readers 
in a lithograph. Here we have an arch and 
keystone, the latter not drawn but remain. 
ing in its place. The SUD darting its rays 

G 8 
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obliquely into the arch, needs no explanation. 
Upon an arched fillet in the centre are the words 
EN APXH HN 0 AOrO~; "In the beginning 
was the Word;" and beneath, in the centre of 
the floor-cloth, a broad circle containing the 
interlaced triangles and a blaze of Light, to repre
sent the mysterious Name or W ord. l Below that~ 
in an inferior situation, on three fillets, are the 
words, Solomon, King of Israel; Hiram, King of 
Tyre; and Hiram, the widow's son, at length, in 
the Hebrew character. Several Masonic emblems 
wlJ.ich were formerly attached to the third degree, 
are disposed in order; viz., the golden candlestick, 
the table of shew bread, .the pot of manna and of 
incense, Aaron's rod, &c., all of which were 
appendages to the tabernacle, and typical of the 
Christian dispensation. 

Now, the very existence of these emblems in a 
Royal Arch floor. cloth, to which degree they are 
incongruous, and not in any respect applicable, 
betrays the source from whence the degree was 
drawn. And he~ce it was that Brother Dunc
kerley, and others, who grafted the degree on to 

I This mysterious Name or Word, called in many parts of the 
sacred writings, "the Voice of God," is about our bed, and 
about our path, and spieth out all our waJs. King Solomon 
tells U8 that he dwelleth in the thick darkneaa, because the Holy 
of Holies in the Temple WI\8 perfectly dark, being enligbtened 
only by the Divine Sbekinab, with whom darkneaa and light 
are both alike. Freemasons, however, say that He dwells in 
Light ineft'able, because he is styled tbe Father of Ligbts; tbe 
Light of the World; 1\ Light to lighten the Gentiles; the Light 
of Righteousnese, and the Light of life. 
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modern Masonry, very judiciously restored them 
to the third degree, whence they had been incon
siderately divorced, to the manifest injury of both j 
and a copious explanation of them was incorpo
rated into the third lecture, that the application 
might be legitimatized, and their direct reference 
permanently fixed into the degree, so that no 
further doubt might exist about their true Masonic 
reference. I place some stress upon this point, 
because this primitive floor-cloth is an existing 
fact which it would be difficult to overturn. I 
~m further inclined to think that the fabricators 
of the Royal Arch intended it to be a Christian 
degree,2 not only for the above reasons, but 
because they adopted the Christian emblems ¢ 
and .xt as its legitimate insignia. And I have in 
my possession a fragment of an old Royal Arch 
lecture, which contains the following passage:-

I The Christian tendency of the Order was embodied in the 
Lodge Lectures by the wOlthies who resuRcitated Freemasonry 
in 1717, all of whom were Protestant Christians, though differing 
on the subject of Church government. At thAt period the 
Redeemer was officially denominated T. G. A. O. T. U. j and 
Christiauity pronounced, in the ancient Gothic ChArges, to be 
an unalterable Landmark of Masonry. The fraternity were 
enjoined as A fundamental principle, to .. believe in the Glorious 
Architect of heAven and earth, and to practise the sacred duties 
of ChristiAn morality." And to render it unmistakeably clear 
that this was truly the Masonic Name of the founder of onr 
religion, the revivers of masonry inserted in the Examination 
which was compiled for the nse of the Lodges, the following 
interpretation of a certain Letter, whioh cannot by any po88ibility 
be misunderstood. " What did that Letter denote' The Grand 
Architect and Contriver of the Universe, or He that was taken 
np to the topmost pinnacle of the holy Temple." 
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u A Royal Arch Chapter is called the Grand and 
Royal Lodge, in verification of the prophecy of 
Jacob, that the sceptre should not depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet 
until SHILOR come." sAnd again,-U The three 
Great Lights represent the Sublime Word in 
three different points of view j but more particu
larly that superior light which shone forth in the 
Gospel Revelation, when the mystery of the 
Trinity was publicly displayed at the baptism 
of Christ." 4 And in another place we have this 
remarkable explanation :_U The reason why we 
enter the Chapter upon the Holy Bible and the 
interlacing equilateral triangles, refers to the 
Roll of the Law which was found at the building 
of the second temple. This roll represented the 

a And t.be same passage ,till occurs in our Historical Lecture, 
wben the third Principal explains that "t.lie kingly power was 
not eft'aced until after the destruction of tbe City and Temple by 
tbe Romans under Titus, in tbe year 70 of tbe present era ; 
t.hus verifying tbe remarkable propbeoyof Jaoob delivered in 
Egypt above a thousand years before-that. the Sceptre should 
not depBrl from Judab, nor a Lawgiver from between bis feet 
until SHILOH oome." 

4 There is a MS. in tbe Britisb Museum (Harl. Col. Vol. 
1942), whicb professes t.o explain tbe ancient bistory and prin
ciples of Freemasonry, the original of which is dated in the 10th 
century, and was written in Saxon during the reign of Athelatan. 
It oommences t.hus :-"The Almigbty FATHEB of Heaven, with 
the Wisdom of bis glorious SoN, througb the goodneBB of the 
HOLY GHOST, Three personl in one Godhead, be with our 
begioning, and give us grace to govern our lives tbat we may 
come to bil blisl tbat. never sball bave an end. Amen. Good 
brethren and fellows; our purpose ia to tell you bow, and in 
what manner, tbil Cmft of Masonry was first begun, .&c." 
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Bible,s and the equilateral triangles the New 
Testament, or in other words, the Trinity in 
Unity." 6 And the Scroll commenced, according 
to an original formula of the Order, with the 
following EjZj';jllt'£~' 

lssll£nning was the WOhl, 
1,'J ord was with God, 
Word was God." 7 

3 In which was found 
Temple, Dr. Clark inquires whether this was the autograph of 
Moses' And answers-"It is very probahle that it was, for in 
1UI0ther place it is described as the Book of tbe law of the Lord 
by Moses. The Rabbins say that Abaz, Manasseb, and Amon 
endeavoured to destroy all the copies of the law, and this only 
was saved by being buried under a paving-stone. It ill scarcely 
reasonable, fJfJi"'l,ose that this was the 
Law that .fedea; for even if we 
Mauasseh, JJndeavoured to desfJ'~ 
of the Ia.ll, fOt possibly have f"'f"'f"'" 
pletely as lluole I " 

• Amond "JJ,£',nzCl,inese characters, we 

ling the Greek delta A, which was subsequently written A ' and 

signifies union, harmony, the chief good; and, in a word, the 
union of three in one. The book See·lei says, "formerly the 
Emperor made a solemn sacrifice every three years to the spirit 

Trinity in Unity 1. $==-- chin, 'an y, and refers to 

the eternizd being. For they 
Name whid, him. He bears 
any crea'"" is an image with"uz 
form with"uf light is encompassJJ,z 
If you 10f," cannot see his 
follow him "'fJffJVer his end. 

7 John £. JJ,h II dred, and the fi,,£ 
the first chapter of Genesis substituted. On the above passage, 
the learned Stanley Faber has this judicious remark :-" It is 
impossible not to perceive, in the exordium of the Gospel 
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Respecting this passage of Scripture, I have 
elsewhere stated that the early Christians con
sidered it to be a formula in use from the most 
ancient times, and adopted by St. John, because 
it constituted an unanswerable argument in proof 
of the doctrine which he was anxious to establish, 
viz., the eternal divinity of Christ, and his identity 
with Jehovah, the creator of the world. It is 
recorded by Philostorgius, and after him by 
Nicephorus, that at the clearing of the foundations 
on mount Moriah, when Julian the apostate com
menced his insane attempt to rebuild tbe temple, 
a stone was taken up that covered the mouth 
of a deep vault sunk into the rock. One of the 
workmeu was let down by a rope fastened round his 
waist, and found some water at the bottom, out 
of which, in the centre of the vault, rose a pedestal 
on which lay a Roll or Book, wrapped up in a 
covering of fine linen. Being drawn np, and the 
Roll unfolded, it was found to contain the Holy 
Scriptures, begiuning with the words which are 
inscribed on the uppermost fillet in the old floor
cloth above referred to.8 

according to St. John, astudied reference to the exordium which 
introdncetl the Moaaic Co8mogony. Each commences with the 
phraae, I"" tAe beginni"fJ; and in both places the phrase mU8t 
obviously be understood in the same 8en8e. The additional 
information given by St. John iI, that while M08etI simply 
.tate. the Creator of the Universe to be God, the inspired 
Apostle further inform8 U8, that all things were oreated or 
oauaed to aubsist through the agency of the W OR» 01' GoD; so 
that without him, nothing that aubsisted, had been caused to 
snbsist." 

• PhilOlt. I. vii. c. 14. Nioeph. L x. p. 711. 
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The true Name of .God in every age of the 
world, amongst the patriarchs and Jews, was 
JEHOVAH. Moses said to the latter, "The Lord 
(Jehovah) God of your fathers hath sent me unto 
you. This is my Name for ever." g "And God 
himself," says Dr. Willet,10 "Jehovah, Christ, the 
Mediator both of the Old and New Testament, 
was the giver of the law j and that it was he him
self that talked with Moses, by these reasons it is 
made plain. 1. Because he is called Jehovah, 
which is the proper and essential Name of God. 
2. Moses himself saith, Jehovah spake unto you 
out of the midst of the fire. And 3, because 
Origen saith, In the end of the world Jesus Christ 
became man j but before his manifestation in the 
flesh, he was the Mediator between God and man: 
and Calvin adds, "That there never was any inter
course between God and man, but by Jesus 
Christ." 

David and Hosea make the same declaration. 
The former says, " Thy Name, 0 Lord (Jehovah), 
endureth for ever; and thy memorial, 0 Lord 
(Jehovah), throughout aU generations;" 11 and 
the latter, "Even the Lord God of Hosts, 
Jehovah is his Name." 12 The Being spoken of 
in these passages is the same divine personage as 
Jesus, the founder of Christianity, pronounced by 
St. John to be T. G. A. O. T. U., or the Creator of 

I Exocl. iii. 15. 
II Psalm cxxxv. 13. 

10 Hexapla, p. 802. 
II Hosea xii. 5. 
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the world j ., U which is confirmed by St. Paul
"Thou Lord (Christ) in the beginning hast laid 
the foundation of the earth j 16 which is but a 
reiteration of what the Psalmist had already 
affirmed of Jehovah-It Of old hast Thou (Jehovah) 
laid the foundation of the earth." 15 Again, the 
prophet Zechariah had said-" I will dwell in the 
midst of thee, said Jehovah;" 16 and "they shall 
look on me (Jehovah) whom they have pierced; "17 

both of which were applied expressly to the 
Saviour of mankind by St. John-" The Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us." 18 And 
"they shall look on him (Jesus Christ) whom 
they pierced." 19 

13 He who made the heavens and the earth is T. G. A. O. T. U., 
"at whose command," AS it is expressed in our Exaltation 
prayer, "the 'world burst forth from Chaos, and all created 
matter had its birth." But the worlds were made by Christ; 
(John i. 1, 2.-Heb. i. 10-xi. 8.-Col. i. 15, 16, 17). The 
Messiah of Scripture propheoy, and represented in Masonry by 
"the union of Three Taus .:tt whillb alludes to the Great 
JEHOVAH, by whom the gloomy and unshapen mASses were 
changed into regular form and peaceful order." And therefore 
Jesus Christ is T. G. A. O. T. U. Whence we are taught by 
our Fiducial Sign, tbat .. if we prostrate ourselves with our 
faces to tbe earth, it is to implore the mercy of our Creator and 
Judge; relying with humble oonfidenoe on his most gracious 
promises, by which alone we hope to pB88 through the Ark of 
pur Redemption into the mansions of our eternal b\iu and glory, 
and the presence of Him who i. the Great 1. A. U., the .Alpha 
ADd Omega, the beginning and the ending, the first and thll 
lut." (From the Mystical Lecture olthe Royal Arch.) 

14 Heb. i. 10. 16 Psalm oii. 25. II Zech. ii. 10. 
17 Zecb. xii. 10. II John i. U. 
18 John xix. 87. See more of this in my "Apology for the 

FreemasoDl," p. 20. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE TETRAGRAMMATON. 

SUCH was the view which our Brethren of the 
last century took on this important subject; and 
in a short Essay on Freemasonry, prefixed to the 
first copy of the Laws and Regulations of the 
Royal Arch, which were agreed to in the year 
1782 by the Constitutional Grand Lodge of Eng
land, and written, as I conceive, by Brother 
Dunckerley, some excellent observations on this 
Name occur, which merit preservation. t< Specu
lative Masonry, or the Royal Arch, is subdivided 
into as many distinct branches as there aloe arts and 
sciences, and the parts as various as there are 
subjects for investigation; and we use certain 
signs, tokens, and words; but it must be observed 
that when we use that expression, and say THE 
WORD, it is not to be understood as a watchword 
only, after the manner of those annexed to the 
several degrees of the Craft, but also theologically 
as a term, thereby to convey to the mind some 
idea of that Great Being who is the sole author of 
our existence, and to carry along with it the 
most solemn veneration for his Sacred Name and 

'0 5 
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Word. as well as the most clear and perfect eluci
dation of his power and attributes that the hnman 
mind is capable of receiving. And that this is the 
light in which the Name and Word hath always 
been considered. from the remotest ages. not only 
amongst us Christians and the Jews; but also in 
the gentile or heathen world, may be clearly 
understood from numberless writers; but to men
tion only two. Cicero tells us that they did not 
dare to mention the names of their gods; and 
Lucan says but to name the Name would shake 
the earth. Amongst the Jews we all know with 
what a just and awful veneration they look upon 
it; which many of them carry so far as to believe 
that but to pronounce the Word would be sufficient 
to work wonders and remove mountaius. and 
therefore they never pronounce it.1 

I There is an anecdote to the following eft'ect told by Peter 
de Natalibus. St. Sylvester, when disputing with certain Je'WB, 
proved the faith of Christ by most evident reasons, and by the 
sentence of the Judges, marvellously confuted them. And by 
mutual consent, appealing to miracles, Zambri, a learned Jew, 
who was also a magician, boasted that he knew the ineffable 
Name of God, which no animal could hear and live. And a 
bull was brought in, 80 ferocious as scarcely to be held by an 
hundred men, and when Zambri whispered that Name in his ear, 
roaring &lid with starting eyes, the bull fell down dead. And 
the Jews thereupon exulting over Sylvester, the holy man 
replied, that it was the name of a demon not a deity, that 
destroyed life, while the tremendous Name of the true God, his 
incarnate Bon, wonld restore it even to the dead. Whereupon, 
after invoking that Name, he bade the bull arise,-and he did 
10, but with a changed nature, being now as tame and gentle as 
before he WILl violent and savage. 
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"Josephus says that the Name II was never 
known till the time that God told it to Moses in 
the wild ern eBB, and that he himself did not dare 
to mention it, for that it was forbidden to be used, 
except once iu the year, by the High Priest alone, 
when he appeared before the Mercy Seat on the 
day of expiation.s He further adds that it was 
lost through the wickedness of man; and hence 
has arisen a difference of opinion; some supposing 
the ,\\T ord itself lost; others, the import or mean
ing only; and many, the manner of its delivery, 
and from hence contend that Moses did not ask 
the Almighty for his name to carry to his brethren, 
but for the true delivery or pronunciation only. 
How far that might be the case, is to us uncertain; 
but it is certain that the true mode of delivery 
cannot now be proved from any written record; 
first, because it is capable of so many variations 
from the manner of annexing the Masoretic 
points, which points were not extant in the days 
of Moses; and secondly, because the language 

I The Name here referred to is YnovAlI ELOHIK, which is 
tr&lls\ated in the Scriptures, LOB» GOD, and is the Name by 
which the Supreme Being Will known from the creation of the 
world, and is used by the Jaws at the present day. 

a Hence the formula ill our ceremonies, which is thus worded. 
"We have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared 
unto us that in their time, and in times of old., it was not \awful 
for anyone to mention the sacred and mysterions Name of the 
Most High, except the High Priest, and him but once a year, 
when he entered alone in the Sanctum Sanctornm, and stood 
before the Ark of the Covenant to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people." 
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nuw in use ElcWOUgSt J ewlc so 811id 
altered from that in which he wrote, that none of 
them, except some few of their learned, under-

any of it fur whidlreason the JeWE5§ 
call it m'!)~01 OlU Shem Hamphoreth, the unut
terable Name. Hence is our learned brother, 
Pdthll,goras, qua£,5§5§nion. 

Philo, learned ew, liS not thlJifl 
the Word was lost, but also the time when, and 
th5§ 5§eason But 9;0 maku flU end Gf theGn 

elisputeJi 51mong lear51{ld, be 
remembered, that they all concur with Royal 
Arch Masons in others much more essential; 

that Namu ur Word is eXhl'uisive 
SELF-EXISTENCE AND ETERNITY; and secondly, 
that it can be applicable only to that GREA.T 

BGI{lGwho whzs and BE.4 is abG 
glsTlflJially thElt its Eense meaKi~ 

ing, it must be incomprehensible by a human 
N fleerthelell we so far it hath 

pleaseh the rever,} it, it 
reserved for the honour' of this Society to show 
forth to the world its Glory, Power, and Import, 
i" much ELOre perfeet, clear, knannn!', 

is now generally done." 

'. ".This phraseology is purely Jewish," says Dr. Clark, "and 
P'lllcll,1y taken the mOl', is BllY,. 

10 inclUde itself '.ime, plllt, eresent, to com-;'. 
The time of prayer, as the Rabbins affirm; points out the holy 
and blessed God; He who was, and is, and sball be. The 

:l)ll;l'!:'~:~l' dll!~:=n~:~ Plllee;~:illtl ll~:f;~~hll£{luI:~a::: 
tile evening prayer Him who I~ TO ooHE." 
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These observations are very judicious, and 
served well to introduce the new degree, and 
recommend it to the notice of the Fraternity. It 
is much to be regretted, however, that Brother 
Dunckerley, whose influence in the Order was 
amply sufficient for the purpose, did not improve 
the degree from the materials which he derived 
from the ancient Masons, because he could not 
fail to perceive their incongruity, by at least a 
reconstruction of the Word which he has so 
learnedly described in the above cited passage; 
for whoever it might be that first arranged its 
members in their present form, certainly com
mitted a capital error, and grievously milltook the 
principles on which the degree appears to have 
been founded. 

It is doubted by some of the Rabbins whether 
the word Jehovah be the true Name of God, for 
they consider it to be irrecoverably lost by dis
use ; 5 and regard its pronunciation as one of the 
mysteries which will be revealed at the coming of 
the Messiah; and they attribute its loss to the 
illegality of applying the Masoretic points to such 
a Sacred Name, by which a knowledge of the 
proper vowels is forgotten. It is even said in the 
Gemara of Aboda Zara, that God permitted a 
celebrated Hebrew scholar to be burned by a 

i When God, say the Rabbine, jndgeth hie creatures, his 
name ie called ELOHIJ(; when he warretb agaiost tbe wicked, 
it is called ISEBAOTH; but wben he ehoweth mercy unto tbe 
world, he is called JEHOV AB. 
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Roman Emperor, because he had been heard to 
pronounce the Sacred name with points. 

The author of the above tract, however, very 
properly alludes to the Tetragrammaton, or Word 
of four letters,6 as forming the basis of the lost 
Word; which in the Jewish writings is spelled 
Jehovah or Jah. But in the Corms which it now 
assumes it is either quadriliteral,T as nT"', or 
biliteral, as no, which is one of the titles of the 
Messiah, and plainly refers to the advancing of a 
R. A. Mason; for 8 + 5 + 7 are equal to 
10' + 5 n = 15. This word, as numbered by the 
cabalists, is " 10 + n, 5 + f, 6 + n £) = 26. The 
mystical cube and plumb-line, and the figures 
which compose it being added together give the 
number 8. Now the word IH1:0Y1:, corre
sponding with the above word no, being numbered 
makes I, 10 + H, 8 + ~, 200 + 0, 70 + Y, 
400 + 1:, 200 = 888, or THREE cubes. But the 
Royal Arch degree is fonnded on the number 
three, and thereCore each member of the Word 

• In the Samaritan, the Tetmgrammaton, or word of four 
letters, is written thus i!t~ W, and the Jews even at the present 
day refuse either to write or utter it. 

7 II This name is written and pronounced by all nations with 
four letters. The Egyptians call him Tev;t; the Arabs, ,AllG; 
the Persians, Sire; the Magas, OrBi; the Mahometans, ,Abeti; 
the Greeks, TeOI; the ancient Turks, B,ar; aud the Latins, 
Deus; to which John Lorrenzo Anani adds, the Germans csll 
him Gott; the Surmatus, Bouh and Iltu; the Tartars, Itga.; 
the English, Lord.. From which it. is inferred that except by 
some divine inspiration, or from the knowledge they had olthe 
Tetragrammaton of four letters, 80 many different nations could 
not agree. (Manuaeh ben Israel, ConciL vol. ii. p. 194.) 
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[}ught to have been trilikrat Atain, the cE,bali21ts 
uscd this form of the Word, which is an illustra
tion of th21 sazne 

Sometimes expressed thus, triangularly, 

n 

n , 1"1 

n n 

This designation of the Ineffable Name was a 
ot the e21eation j end the ynystadoUEL unioo 

of T" G k O. T" U" with his creatures was in the 
letter n He, which they considered to he tho 

of dOW21e21i and tD Dnable tb~ peR::-
sessor of the Name to work miracles. It was also 
Hie of the in 

Amondst the Shrians, the Chaldeans? the 
Phrerucians, and others, the Ine£dable Name of 
the Wee:: Bel: dlaaI? or 
There are some doubts whether it was not biliteralj 
ft~r find ;It and ~K-elt Ah-El: ~igni~ 
fdinh Pate~ Deus. The triliteral name was ~~::1 
Baal. 

Ahein, the smh Hi'hdooe K"everenc<:>d 
On, or Om, i.e. Aun or Aum, as the name of 
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their chief deity; who was also considered by the 
Canaanites as the Creator, or the prolific power, 
probably the solar orb; and the same name is 
compounded in the Philistine deity Dag-On, or in 
other words, the receptacle of On, which, perhaps, 
in their physical theology might refer to the ark 
of Noah. It is also found in the names of places 
iIi the same country, as Tzid-Aun (Sidon), Herm
On, Hebr-On, &c. ; and the Chaldean Oannes was 
O-Aun-N es. Amongst the Jews, during the 
Theocracy, the worship of Teraphim, whatever 
they might be, was connected with that of Aun. 
Thus the original of 1 Sam., xv. 23, is-" As the 
sin of divination is rebellion, so is Aun and 
Teraphim, stubbornness and iniquity!' And the 
same thing occurred at a later period; thus 
Zechariah accuses them by saying, "Your Tera
phim have announced Aun;" which in our 
translation is called "vanity," and was a 
solar oracle, which is nothing but vanity.8 The 
fact appears to be, that they consulted the god 
Aun through the medium of the Teraphim, as 
Jehovah was consulted by Urim and Thummim,9 

• Zech. x. 2. 
• It was by means of the U rim and Thummim, that the 

High Priest obtained responses from God. " This utensil was 
certainly either connected' or identical with the Breastplate, and 

, on account of it that ornament itself was sometimes called the 
Breastplate of Judgment. Few readers would expect to derive 
this mystical badge from the ancient usages of Egypt, yet Sir 
J. G. Wilkinson says, that when a case was brought for trial 
there, it was customary for the arch Judge to pu~ a golden 
chain around his neck, to which was suspended a small figure 
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or perhaps before the cherubic emblem, which is 
called by the Jews, "the very pith and marrow" 
of their mode of worship. Faber has taken a 
somewhat similar view of this subject, and con
cludes that, "by a plausible though wretched 
abuse, the Cherubim or Seraphim, or Teraphim, 
became the symboHc fatidical gods of paganism; 
and as the principal hero-god of that system was 
thought to have migrated into the sun, and was 
thence astronomically worshipped as the solar 
deity, the Teraphim are, by the inspired writers, 
justly associated with the Egyptian On, who is 
the same as the Indo-Scythic Om of the Brah
mins." 10 It is remarkable that this word was 
also used by the early Christians to express the 
divine Being whom they worshipped, 0 ON, !C"& ;, 

'IV, !Cat b EPxoflEVO(:, " God, which is, and was, and 
is to come." 11 But it must be borne in mind that 
the heathen, while acknowledging their chief god 
to be the maker of the universe, did not understand 
it in the sense which we affix to it. They held 
that God built the world out oj e:ci8ting material,; 
while the·J ews, as well as Christians, believe that 
he created it out of nothing. 

of Teut, orn/l.lllented with preoious ,tonel. This appears to 
have been the origin of the Hebrew Thummim, a word implying 
Truth. And wbat makee it more remarkab'e ip, that the chief 
priest of the Jews, who, before the election of a King, was aJao 
the Judge of the nation, WR8 Mone entitled to wear this honorary 
badge j and tbe Tbummim of the Hebrew.., like the Egyptian 
figure, Willi studded with precious stones (Kitto). 

10 Eight Disa. vol. i. p. 891. 

II Rev. i. 4. 
H 
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The application of these materials to the pur
poses of Royal Arch Masonry would have been 
easy; and yet the usual combinations 0.£ them 
have failed to form a word in strict correspondence 
with the evident intention of the founders of the 
degree; for though it was termed the jourth 
degree, and iucluded a reference to the Tetra
grammaton, yet the TRIAD was considered to be its 
distinguishing element. The chief officers, the 
sojourners, the original Grand Lodges, the lights, 
the form of the jewels, and other particulars, are 
80 many unanswerable proofs ofit.l~ The frequent 
references to a trinity in unity, as wen as the 

It I subjoin a list of the Royal Arch Triads u they exist at 
the present time :-

Three Principals. 
Three Grand Muter •. 
Three Sojourners. 
Three Keystones. 
Three Epochs. 
Three Grand Lodges. 
Three Le_ Lights. 
Three Greater Lights. 
Three Triangles. 
Three Degrees. 
The Triple Tau. 
The Sacred Word. 
A-B-L. 
Father-Word-Spirit. 
I A M.-Alpha-Omega. 
Regal-Prophetical-Sacerdotal. 
King-Prophet-Priest. 
Historical-8ymbolical-Mystical. 
Holy-Sacred-Royal. 
Patriarchal-Levitical-Christian. 
Wiadom-Truth-Jumce. 
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construction of the word itself, leave us no choice 
in the interpretation of the design which was 
intended to be conveyed in this sublime degree. 

It was evidently a determination on the part of 
its founders to construct a link, by which Free
masonry might be unequivocally connected with 
Christianity; for the word, however it might be 
compounded, resolves itself into JEHOVAH, which, 
was the name of the divine Logos, or Christ 
being formed of n', the e88e'nce, 0 ON, He who 
simply is, and n,n, always emting, which is 
the character assigned to Christ in the Apocalypse 
-" He who was, and is, and shall be-the 

Animal-Vegetable-Mineral. 
Water-Air-Fire. 
Bible-Square-Compasses. 
Vault-Cord-Shrine. 
Pickaxe-Crow-Shovel. 

, Abrabam-I8&II8-Jacob. 
Moses-Aboliab-BezaleeL 
S K I-H R T-H A B 
Solomon-Zerubbabel-Herod. 

{ 
J udah-Issachar-Zebulon. 
Lion-Asa-Ship. 
Blue-Purple-Crimson. 

f 
Reuben-Simeon-Gad. 
Man-Sword-Troop. 
Red-Yellow-White. 

1 Epbraim-Manll88eh-Benjamin. 
Ox-Vine-Wolf. 
Green-Flesboolour-Green. 

I Dan-Asher-N aptbali. 
Eagle-Vase-Hind. 
Green-Purple-Blue. 

B 2 
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Et£:tn;!sl." IS This hypothtrs,tiE4 iE4 of sufficient im
portance to merit fE4ee exsimimtien~ 

Befhre the fall of man we hfsve plaiTs indications 
of' the appearanee of Of the WORD of 
God in paradise. lE4 After our fhst had 
sinned, "they heard the VOrcE fsf J ,<HOV AH 

walking in the garden."]5 Now, who. was thie 
" voice of ,T ehovah " ? It could not be God the 
Fathef heeeuse St~ John positively affirms that 
c, nts man b,sth Goo Sit any time~" 16 And 

th,st hs declares himE4df by meSSDS of his 
only b¥'g<sttsm Son. It must therefure bssoe bS'ten 
Chtist, who if ess~ned the AngeJ of 
the Covenant/' "the Brssnen, H Jelionah GUO 

Righteousness," &c., that thus coni'ez'red with ,rur 
erring progenitors. This is confirmed by thn 
terms of the propbecyof Balaam, who calls his 
victorious Star; who is to smite and annihilate the 
worshippers of On and Oro, Aun, and Baal Peor, 
by thir vrry title of the of Jehovah." 11 

ThiE4 Sippeass to hrsve of the 
eerly Christians, for Antiochenue ]8 • 

StriyE4 "the Word, os ooitse Gf Gsods 
como intzs pssrssdiE4e sma tolkod with Adfsm " 

Pla~~!~ i~;11:h:e~~.~~n:;!~C;h ~!~e ths~;a~:~: o~: 
render it, cc they heard the WORD of the Lord God 
w:alking," &c.; the Jerusalem 'l'argum para
phrases the beginning of Gen. iii. 9, by "the 

IS RIc'" 17. 
tl GUT:t. iii. t~L 

17 NU!JIh~ xxiv. 17~ 

IS GE4D. iL le);-18~ 
II Jnbss i. 18~ 
II Ad Aut~~l. t. 2. 

~1 
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WORD of the Lord called unto Adam." The 
, word, therefore, that called was the word or voice 

that walked!' JII Indeed, the old Chaldee para
pbrase, the Jerusalem Targum, and the most 
learned rabbinical commentators, interpret Jeho
vah who communed with Adam to be the Memra 
or Messias. And Jonathan and Onkelos add, 
that "he judged the old world by his Word j ,. 
that he "made a covenant with Abraham by his 
Word j" and that "he would redeem mankind 
by his Word." I/O 

In like manner, Christiaus of all ages and 
times have held the opinion, that Jehovah who 
appeared to man in the time of the patriarchs 
was Christ. Thus, for example, that which the 
angel spake to Hagar 21 is said to be spoken by 
Jehovah,'2 and the same angel said, "I am the 
God (Jehovah or El Shaddai) of Bethel." IS 

This angel, who is styled in other places the 
Angel of the Covenantr the Angel of God'. 
presence,25 and the Name of God,'6 was no other 
than our Lord Jesus Christ, according to the 
unanimous opinion of all antiquity. 

If further proofs of this invaluable truth be 
wanting, they are at hand. The Almighty says, 

It See Maimon. Mor. Nevicb. p. i. c. 24; Tzet. Hammor .•• 
Beresb. apud Owen. Exerc. x. in Beb. vi. 1 ; Faber, Eight 
Dills. i. 28. 

10 Jerusalem Targum on ben. xlix. 18. 
21 Gen. xvi. 7-11. " Gen. xvi. 13. 
03 Gen. xxxi. 13. '" Mal. iii. 1. 
:t5 lBai. Wii. 9. • Exod. xxiii. 21. 
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by the prophet Isaiah,27 ct I am Jehovah, and there 
is none else; there is no God besides me." But 
St. John says, ct the Word was God;" 28 and St. 
Paul affirms, ct Christ came, who is God over all ; 
God blessed for ever." 29 Therefore Christ is 
Jehovah or God. The glorious Name which was 
given to Moses at the burning bush,30 was assumed 
by Christ himself, when he said,31 "Before Abra
ham was, I AM," not I fOU, but I AM.3£ This 
llame, n'nlt, is therefore esteemed by the modem 
Jews inferior to the Tetragrammaton, because, 
they say, though it demonstrates the divine 
essence, yet it forms only a part of that sacred 
name; for numerically it is only twenty-one, 
while the Tetragrammaton is twenty-six. 

The most ancient Jewish writers, instead of 
Jehovah use the name Memra, by which they 
intend to signify the Son of God." Now, 

2'/ Isai. xlv. 5. 
2D Rom. i. 8. 
31 John viii. 58. 

:18 John i. l. 
ao Exod. iii. 14. 

:It There was an insoription plaoed abo'l'e the door of the 
Temp!e of Apollo at Delphi, consisting of a simple monosyllable, 
E I, THou ART, whioh was the second person of the Greek 
substantive verb UI'I, I AX. On this word Plutarch wrote a large 
treatise, which he concluded thus :-" This word oorresponds 
to certain others on the same Temple, viz., rN091 ::EBAl'TON, 
KNow THTSELl' ; as if, under the name E I, THOU ART, the 
deity designed to exoite men to venerate Him liS eternally 
existing, and to put them in mind of the frailty and mortality 
of their own nature." 

33 One would think from the following passage that Dr. Adam 
Clarke was a Royal Arch Mason. He says in his annotation on 
Ezek. xuiv. 29.-" He is elsewhere called a BBANOB and a 
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as some of these learned men lived before 
and about the time of Christ, their opinions ou 
this point may be received as positive evidence of 
the fact. In the passages of their sacred writings, 
lfhere the name of Jehovah occurs, they substitute 
MEMRA JEHOVAH, or the Word of God, to whom 
they ascribe the creation of the world, as we do 
to Christ; and all the divine manifestations which 
we find there, they say were effected by Memra. 

In addition to this evidence, which is exceed. 
ingly valuable, we may also remark that in our 
authorized translation of the Scriptures the Sep
tuagint version has been followed in renderiug 
the word Jehovah by K VP'O{,', or Lord; and w hen
ever the word LORD appears in the English Bible, 
it stands for Jehovah in the original; to which 
name the Jews associate much superstition and 
mystery. Many of the ancient fathers assert, that 
in their copies of the Bible the Name was written 
in Samaritan characters, that it might not be 
polluted by the heathen. 

If to the above reasoning we subjoin the testi
mony of early Christian writers on this point, it 
will complete the chain of evidence, that the name 

ROD, beiDg tM per_ 0/ Name-JEsus; the Ba'lliour, CURIST ; 
1M .dnoim",. 10Dg spokeD of before he was maDifestediD the 
Besh, aDd for ever afterwards the daily theme in the Church 
militaDt; no other Name beiDg given amoDgst men by whioh 
we caD be saved; he who has a Name above every Name, aDd 
at whose Name every kDee shall bow ; through whose Name, by 
faith iD his Name, the diseased are healed; aDd in whose 
Name all our prayers aDd supplioatiODS must be preseDted to 

God to make them acceptable. ThiB iB the P",.,oo O/NA1A.E." 
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of Jehovah, and the Word spoken of by St. John, 
and inserted in the Tracing-board of the English 
Royal Arch are one and the same person. Justin 
Martyr M says-It Our Christ conversed with 
Moses out ofthe bush in the appearance of fire.u 

And again S5_" It was the Son of God who spoke 
to Moses," saying, I AM THAT 1 AM. Thus shalt 
thou say unto the Children ofIsrael, I AM hath sent 
me unto you.36 Irenreus affirms,37 that It it was 
the Word of God who, in a divine and glorious 
manner, conversed with the patriarchs." Tertlll
lian is equally decisive on the subject, when he 
tells his adversary that it was Christ who con
versed upon earth from the beginning; and that 
it was He who appeared on all occasions to the 
patriarchs and the prophets." 38 Athanasius, 
Hilary, Basil, and Cyril of Jerusalem, speak to 
the same effect; and our Bishop Bull affirms 
that it was the unanimous opinion of all primitive 
antiquity. 

34 Apol. 1. 16 Apol. 2. 
30 "These words have been variously understood. The 

Vulgate translates Ego BUm qui BUm, I am who am. The Septua. 
gint, Eyw E'I" 08011, I am he who e3:iB18. The Syriao, the Persic, 
and the Chaldee preserve the original worda without any glOBS. 
The Arabic paraphrases them, The Eternal, who P_ flOe away. 
The Targum of Jonathan, and the JeruslIlem Targum para. 
phrase the words thus-He who spake and the world Will .. who 
spake and all thiwga e3:iBred." (Clarke on Exod. iii. 14.) 

3'1 L. iii. c. 11. as Adv. Maro. 1. ii. 4, 27. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE INSIGNIA. 

A PURTHER proof of the Christian reference of 
the Royal Arch degree is found, not only in cer
tain passages of the lectures which represent It the 
way, the truth, and the life," as characteristic of 
the Redeemer, and a direct mention of It the 
second person in the glorious Trinity," but also 
in its characteristic symbol or mark; for the 
TRIPLE TAU 1 was unknown before the dispensation 
of Christ was promulgated, and the main hinge, 
on which all its illustrations were suspended,. was 
the advent of Shiloh when the sceptre had de
parted from Judah. Now a sceptre, being figura
tively put for government, because it is an ensign 
of royalty, it referred literally to the just and 
righteous government of King Solomon, but 

I This figure forms two right angles on each of the exterior 
lines, and another at the centre by their union, for the three 
angles of each triangle are equal to two right angles. This 
being triplified illustrates the jewel worn by the Companions of 
the Royal Arch, which by its intersection, forms a given number 
of angles. These may be taken in five several combination&, 
and being reduced, their amount in right angles will be found 
equal to the five Platonic bodies, which represent the four 
elements, and the aphere of the univene. 

s8 
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mYBtically to the government of Christ, which is 
more just and righteous, over the faithful people 
of God, and is therefore emphatically called II a 
sceptre of righteousness." • 

The Jews, however, affect to believe that the 
word Bhebet in the Hebrew text, which we inter
pret a sceptre, signifies a rod, which is an instru
ment of chru,tisement; and therefore they con
tend that it means, that their dispersion amongst 
strange nations shall not cease till their Messiah 
shall come to deliver them from it. Christ began 
his public ministry at a solemn jubilee; and there
fore he said-u The Lord hath anointed me (as 
the Christ) to preach the gospel to the poor, he 
hath sent me (as Shiloh, or the Apostle) to heal 
the broken hearted, to proclaim deliverance to 
the captives, and restoration of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty the bruised, and to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord." S Mr. Taylor, after 
proving satisfactorily that the Shiloh here men
tioned could be no other than Christ, adds-u Our 
Lord was the only branch of David's family 
entitled to rule,· and if the royalty had continued 
in that family, he would have sat upon the throne 
of Israel; and he dying without issue, the ruling 
branch of that family became extinct; so that, 

2 Heb. i. 8. a Luke hr. 18. 
• Fl'Om J elde's root behold", BBAROH arise, 

Whose sacred Hower with fragrance fills the akin; 
Th' ethereal Spirit o'er its leavea shall move, 
And on ita top descend. the my8tic dove. 

Pope' ... M_ab," 
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after his death, there was no longer any possibility 
of the continuance of the kingly office in the 
direct and proper line of David. The person who 
should have held the sceptre was dead i the direct 
descent of the family expired with him, the 
sceptre was bond..fide departed; since, first it was 
actually swayed by a stranger or strangers (Herod 
and the Romans) ; and, secondly, no one who 
could possibly claim it, though he might have 
been of a collateral branch of David's house, 
could have been the direct legal claimant by birth
right; for that person was crucified t t Such is 
the language Providence put into the mouth or 
Pilate-' SHALL I CRUClFY YOUR KING?' 'Yes,' 
say the Jews, 'we reject the lineal descendant of 
David, and prefer Cresar.' Rome triumphs; 
David expires in the person of his son i and with 
him expires all direct claim of right to the sceptre. 
The sceptre is departed from David, and if from 
David-from Judah-JEsus OP NAZARETH, THB 
KING OP THE JEWS t " IS 

In the Royal Arch degree the name of God is 
depicted in the medal of the Order, as in the 
centre of our Floor-cloth, and also in the jewel of 
the Grand Superintendent, by a double inter
lacing triangle, thus 0, inscribed within a dark 
circle, representing unlimited space beyond the 
reach of light, and the top representing the "light 
shining in darkness, and the darkne88 com pre-

. hending it not," as a continuation of the divine 

I Taylor'8 Calmet in loco 
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sentence at the summit of the Floor-cloth.1I This 
had been used as a Christian symbol, to denote 
the two natures of Jehovah, the God-man, for 
centuries before the Royal Arch degree was ever 

thought of. In this form '*, or the above, it was 

called the pentangle, or seal of Solomon, and the 
shield of David, and was employed allover Asia 
as a preservative against witchcraft, in which 
superstition the Jews are said to have participated;7 
for they used written charms inclosed in the 
above hexagonal or pentangular figure, and dis
posed cab~listical]y, which were worn about their 
necks. It constituted the Pythagorean pentalpha, 
and was the symbol of health. Thus Pi~rius says, 

e John i. 6. 
7 A learned and much esteemed hrother Million writes to mil 

thus :-" There appears to have been a great veneration for the 

pentalpha '* l1li a charm against any evil, and even to have 

been in use amongst the ancient Jews l1li a symbol betokening 
safety, and as representing l'rIEIA, Healtll; no doubt its a.llusion 
to the Tree of Life, whose leaves are for the healing of the 
nations; or to the Star in the East, which arose in the -midst of 
so much moral darkneBB in the Jewish Church; when all Willi 
dark save one glimmering Star in the East, referring to the Sun 
of Righteousness, whioh shall arise with healing in his wings ;
that bright and Morning Star, whose rising bringeth peace and 
salvation to the faithful and obedient of the human race." 
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It PentagoDum, salutis symbolum fuisse; autem 
illi hujusmodi 08tendisse, triangulum triplicem 
invicem insertum ex lineis quinque constantem; 
in quibus lTIEIA scriptum erato Sic enim salus 
Banitasve Gnece apellatur." 

Christians used it to represent the five wounds 
of Christ, thus; and hence it was formerly referred, 

in the old lectures of Masonry, to the birth, life; 
death, resurrection, and ascension of the Saviour 
of mankind. And the formula which was used, 
even so recently as the early part of my Masonic 
life, is worth preserving. 

"What do we learn by his birth? He being 
the day-star of mercy, hath risen to conduct our 
feet in the paths of peace and holiness. 

" What by his life? All the moral and social 
virtues, he being the way, the truth, and the life. 

" What by his death? That our debt is paid, the 
law satisfied, and our redemption completed. 

"What by his resurrection? A victory over 
death and the grave, wherein resteth our justifi
cation. 
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"What by his asce~sion f That he is gone 
before to prepare a place (or his faithful people, 
that where he is, there may they be also." 

The above symbol is very common in Asia, even 
at the present day. Mr. Drummond Hay, speak
ing of the ornaments in the harem of a Moor, 
mentions" a brass frame composed of two inter. 
secting triangles, as a chandelier." These kind 
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of lampe or lanterns are very common; and in the 
palace of a monarch they are often of great mag
nificence. I subjoin an engraving of one of these 
lanterns, with the pentangle of Solomon attached.8 

The next great and distinguishing symbol of the 
Royal Arch degree is the tau cross triplified, tXt. 
It is inscribed equally on the flap of the apron and 
on the Jewel of the G. Standard bearer, in a 
triangle, and also at the foot of theMedal in a 
circle. And as the former was the seM of Solo
mon, and considered capable of warding off earthly 
dangers, so is this the seal of Christ, and com
petent to guard the recipient from such dangers 
as are spiritual.9 This latter seal is baptism, 
aceompanied by the crucial sign. Thus Valesius 
and others expound it and term it U the seal of 
our Lord," because in the very nature of it there 
is contained a covenant made between God and 
man, of which the sign or symbol of the cr088 is 

B In the "Landmarks of MlIoI!Onry," this pentangular symbol 
is fully illustrated; and I refer the curious reader to vol. ii. 
pp. 355 and 659, for further' information; and some remarks 
may also be 'fouod in the '''lheocratic Philosophy," p. 169. 

• The Seal of Solomon was helieved by the Arabians to poBBess 
incredible power over the evil genii. By virtoe of the Name 
whioh was engraven in cipher on this Seal, Solomon sobjected 
them to his dominion. And it is also believed that by ita efficacy 
the dead may be raised. Lane tells us, that there are othel' 
names of the Deity which have a peculiar efficacy when uttered 
or Written. .. Of such names and invocationa, together with 
words unintelligible to those who are igllorant of the science of 
divine magic, passages from the Koran, mysterious combinations 
of numbers, aud peculiar diagrams and figures, are chiefly com· 
posed written charms employed for ,ood purposes only." 
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the seal. Hence Thecla said to St. Paul-cc Give 
me the seal of Christ, and no temptation shall 
have power over me." And the Shepherd Hermas, 
speaking of some who had died after baptism, 
8ays,-" They were sealed with the seal of the Son 
of God, and are entered into the kingdom of God. 
For before a person receives the sign of the Son of 
God, he is consigned over to death; but when he 
receives that seal, he is freed from death and con
signed over to life." And hence the cross was the 
symbol of life; and when triplified, it was an em
blem of life eternal. 

This remarkable figure, at its first construction, 
was an emblem used by the eastern Christians as 
a monogram of the sacred name of Christ. The 

original form appears to have been this 1l, a 

combination of the Greek XP (Chr),t° the two 
first letters in XPI~TO~; and it was placed, as a 
talisman of protection on the summit of the ensign 
staff by Constantine; thus occupying the same 
honourable position as the Egyptian ibis, the 

10 "The bas·reliefs of the ancient amb_ of the cathedral of 
Rouen, now incrusted into the wall behind the choir, are curious 
as exhibiting, in distinct rows, the fish, the dove, the lamb, the 
stag, the peacock, &c., the whole sacred menagerie, as Mr. Hope 
calls it, of symbolism. These tombs throw an interesting light 
on the origin of three tufts or rays of glory, emblematicalof the 
Trinity, which surround our Saviour's head in the produotions 
of early Italian painting, and evell in the early works of Raphael, 
Titian, and their contemporaries. I have little doubt of their 
being a oorruption of the well·known monogram of our Saviour's 
name, formed by the Greek letters X and P." (Lord Lindsay'. 
Christian Art, vol. i. p. 03.) 
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Athenian owl, or the Roman eagle. It soon 
became a universal Christian symbol, although 
the form of its construction underwent many 
variations, as may be seen in that curious work of 
Aringhius, called" Roma Subterranea; JJ amongst 
which is found the triple tau of our Royal Arch 
degree, and the motto was IN HOC SIGNO VINCES ! 
It was subsequently transferred to the official seals 
of several Roman pontiffs; from whence it passed 
into general use in all Christian countries; and 
formed part of an inscription on an old bell 
formerly in Great Grimsby Church, of which I 
subjoin a correct copy. 

{It d OJUUl lftt 
Piftrmt Ub1 lI' 

The above monogram merged into the triple tau 
during the life-time of Constantine, and appears 
not only on his coins, but on those of his suc
cessors ; and certain contractions afterwards 
sprang into use, which were 8S highly reverenced 
as the original symbol. First we find the two 

o 5 
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fint letters in the Greek name of Jesus, IH~OY~, 
used as a monogram,· or mysterious sign, to 
represent the name of Jehovah 01' Christ, which 
were sometimes so disposed as to form the triple 
tau, the I being placed upon the H in the form 
of a cross, thus!I=l; and subsequently, when the 
third letter of the above name ~ or C, was added, 
the symbol assumed this form liL C, for which 
the Western Church substituted the Roman letters In s ' which are still profusely used by the 
Roman Catholics; and many Protestant pulpits 
are inscrjbed with the sacred laX! S.l1 

The above are the initial letters of the Greek 
inscription placed by Pilate on the ·cross of our 
blessed Saviour, of which I subjoin a fae-simile, 
taken by Dr. Adam Clarke from a copy of the 
Codex BeztB, which was fint delineated in the 
fourth century, and resembles the autographs of 
the earliest ages of Christianity. 

IHeOl'C 0 N}\):Ql!€OC: 

o 1\A.e""e ¥c 'rCON .. 
IOYA~1 CON' 

II In a letter which I reoeived 80me years ago; from Brother 
Willoughby, of Birkenhead, he saY8-" I was 8truok whh &n 
obeervation which fell from an old Scotti8h Mason, who was 
enlted on our hilt Chapter clay. After the ceremony he was 
looking round the room, in order to take a calmer view of the 

arrangements, and aeiDg the iXf upon the plinth of the altar, 
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It is well known tha~ the Greek ~ was anciently 
constructed like the Roman C, aud was so used 
for several centuries; and therefore the IHC of 
the Eastern Church was improperly changed by its 
rival of the West to the Roman IHS. 

Occasionally we find an abbreviation of both 
the names of Christ used as a monogram; thus 
IC XC, because these letters were supposed to 
represent the position of Christ's right hand when 
elevated in benediction; as M. Didron explains it, 
"L'index s'alonge comme un I; Ie grand doigt 
se courbe comme un C, ancien sigma des Grees, 
Ie pouee et l'annulaire se croisent pour faire un X, 
et Ie petit doigt s'arrondit pour figurer un C. 
Tout cela IC.XC, monogramme Grec de J esU8 
Christ ('I ,,(JoiiC XplIrroC)." 12 It was sometimes 
expressed I tIl C XC, and sometimes XPC. And 
it does not vitiate the argument to consider that 
this monogram IJl:I S was the mysterious badge 

. of the Jesuits, and worn upon the sleeve of their ' 
garments ; 1~ as if, to use the language of Henry 

he asked me, • What are you doing with that figure here" 
, Why do you ask" said I. ' Because it is what we call the 
Holy Jesus,' was his reply. He is a builder in an extensive 
way, and said that he had often met with it in old churches, 
and tbat it was always called' The Holy Jesus,' or Jesus the 
Saviour of Mankind, IHS." 

II Icon. de Dieu, p. 212. 
13 l!'or the prophet Ezekiel was divinely directed to "set a 

mark on the foreheads of the men that cry against the abomina' 
tions of the people." This custom was used by almost all 
nations. The worshippers of particular idols u8ually bore the 
mark of their favourite deity on their foreheads. These sectarian 
marks are still ulled in the East Indies. 
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Burton, ft with the name of Jesvs, inchanter-like, 
they 'Would coniure downe the spirit of truthe, 
and coniure vp the spirit of pontifician errour and 
sedition againe in this our churche." 16 It rather 
confirms our view of the subject, by showing that 
this tau or cross was publicly used and sanctioned 

, for ages by the highest authorities of the Christian 
church. 

Another form which this ever-varying mono
gram assumed was the tJeBica piaci8,15 an ancient 
Platonic symbol, but identified with Christ (and 
in a fresco painting of the Last Judgment, in the 
chapel of the Arena at Padua, by Giotti, the 
Saviour is represented 8S seated within the vesica 
piscis '6), by the substitution of the Greek word 

I. Triall of Private Devotions, A.D. 1625. 
II The vesica piscis contains the well·known geometrical 

outline of a Fish, and received its name from the Greek word 
IX6vo"., whioh is an acrostic of the name of the Redeemer of 
mankind j Iquov". XP'U'I"O". SIOV ria". 0 l:"''I"qp, whence it 
beoame an emblem of Christ j although it had been used ge0-

metrically long before his personal ad vent into the world. It 
appertained to the Platonic system, and constituted the'sign of 
recognition amongst tbe Epopts of the mysteries, by the open 
hands united with the enols of the fingers, and wrists touching 
each other. Vesica pisois often occurs in the Egyptian temples, 
and particnlarly abont the throne of Osiris, in reference to the 
divine Triads, and geometrically represents the birth of Light, 
Horus, or the Sun, from the wedding of Osiris and Isis.
From an unpUblished MS. on tbe Discrepancies of Masonry, ut 
supra, where the subject is scientfically handled, and illustrated 
by a series of Masonic and geometrical diagrams. 

II "Amongst the Mosaics in tbe nave of St. MRrla Maggiore 
at Rome, we find a design of tbe Israelites stoning Moses and 
.Karon in their flight to the tabernacle, on the morning after tbe 
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for a fish, IXey~, the letters of which formed 
the initials of the name and character of the 
Redeemer. Ill<7ov{;' XpLITTO{;' ewv yLO~ ~WTr,p, 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Saviour. We 
frequently find, not only in Freemasonry but 
elsewhere, the addition of the Greek "letters A and 
o subjoined to all and each of the above
mentioned monograms, to denote the eternity of 
Christ as Jehovah. Thus Ducange-

Circulu8 hic summi comprendit nomina regis, 
Quem sine principio et sine fine vides. 

Principium cum fine simul tibi donat A cum 0 ; 
X et P Christi nomina &ancta tenent. '7 

punishment of Korab, Dathan, and Abiram, a hand from heaven 
surrounds them with a 1Juica. pUciII, from which the stones, 
arrested, fall innocuously to the ground; while a third figure 
(like the fourth in the fiery furnace of the three children) 
appears beside them, within the vesica pisci8, intended doubt. 
less for our Saviour." (Lord Lindsay, ut supra, p. 101.) 

" Gloss. v. 10, apud 10. Anton. Castillo de antiquitate Basil. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE SYMBOLS. 

WE will now examine how far this doctrine 
is applicable to Royal Arch Masonry. We are 
taught by our Fiducial Sign that if we prostrate 
ourselves with our faces to the earth, it is to 
implore the mercy of Jehovah ·our Creator and 
Judge (or in other words T.G.A.O:T.U., for as 
Christians we believe Him to be our Creator, and 
look for no other judge), relying with humble con. 
fidence on his most gracious promises, by which 
alone we hope to pass through the Ark of our 
Redemption into the mansion of eternal bliss and 
glory, the presence of Him who is the great 
I AM, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, the first and the last. It appears from 
evidence which is incontrovertible, that this great 
and holy Being was known under the same 
NAME, or one which very nearly resembled it, 
in almost every nation under the canopy of 
heaven, however they might have departed from 
the true faith and manner of worship. By one 
he was called Ivah, or Evah j by another, J avoh j 
by others, Jevah, Jove, Jupiter, &c. Macrobius, 
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in his Saturnalia (1. i. 18), says, that it was an 
admitted axiom amongst the heathen, that the 
triliteral JAH, sr rather lAO, was the sacred name 
of the SupJ;eme God. And the Clarian oracle, 
which was of unknown antiquity, being asked 
which of the deities was named lAO, answered in 
these memorable words :-

ft The initiated are bound to conceal the 
mysterious secrets. Learn thou, that lAO is the 
Great God Supreme, who ruleth over all." 

Now it so happens, that in the gems of the 
earliest Christians we find these very letters, lAO, 
which are an abbreviation of J EHOYAH, used as a 
monogram to express the name of the Saviour of 
mankind, who was thus represented as existing 
before time was, and shall exist when time shall 
be no more. It was first adopted by the Eastern 
cburch, and signified h,aov(;', A'Arpa 0,.,.1110, Jesus, 
Alpha Omega, or in other words, Jesus, the 
first and the last.1 And this is consonant with 
the decision of Ducange, who says that the letters 
A and 0 "designantes Christi divinitatem et 
humanitatem," like the intersecting triangles of 
the English Royal Arch. 

But this appropriation of A and ,Q, to Jesus 
Christ does not rest on the opinions of men, but 
it is frequently and plainly proclaimed in the 
Word of God. Jehovah applies it to himself in 
these remarkable words-"Thus' saith Jehovah, 
the King of Israe], his Redeemer, the Lord of 

I Rev. uii. 18. 
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Hosts, 1 am the firat, and I am the lut, and 
besides me there is no other God."1 But'Jesus 
Christ claims these titles-If Behold I come 
quickly, to give to every man a.ccording as his 
wQrk shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, the firat and the laat." lS 

And again, in another place-" I am A and a the 
beginning and the ending, which is, and was, and 
is to come, the Almighty,." 4 And he glories in 
the title, which his beloved disciple attributes 
to him saying-U These things saith the First and 
the Last, that was dead and is alive." 5 On this 
account it was that he commenced his Gospel 
with that memorable passage which occupies snch a 
prominent situation on the old Royal Arch Tracing
boards-" In the beginning was the WORD," that 
is, A and 0; and more significantly expressed in 
the central symbol of the sacred name. But his 
eternity is more plainly avouched by St. Paul. 
The royal prophet David had said-uThey all shall 
wax old, as doth a garment, and as a vesture shalt 
thou change them and they shall be changed; but 
THou art the same, and Thy years shall not fail." 8 

These very words are applied by the apostle to 
Jesus Christ; 7 and again,8 he says-" Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever;" 
which was an appropriation of the words of 
Jehovah by the prophet _u I am Jehovah, I 
change not." II 

I I.iah xliv. 6. 
6 Rey. ii. 8. 
I Beb. xiii. 8. 

I Rey. uii. 12, 18. 4 Rey. i. 8. 
• P.lm cii. 27. , Beb. xi. 11, 12. 

• Mal. iii. 6. 
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The Royal Arch work, to have been perfectly 
in keeping with the degree, and with the general 
construction of Masonry, should have been a triad 
not only of syllables but also of letters. Our 
transatlantic Brethren have seen this in its true 
light; but they have corrected the error un
learnedly. It ought to have been, if the principle 
of ita construction be allowed, to be orthodox. 

I !'~ I Chaldee I Hind~ I 
And to have made it intelligible to a mere Eng
lish scholar, which description will apply to a 
great majority of Royal Arch Masons, it should 
be translated to them thus-

I English I English I ~ngli~ I 
I cannot be more explicit for obvious reasons; but 
every Companion of the Order will be at no 1088 

to understand my meaning. 
Having thus, at some length, explained the 

~ndency and various significations of that mag
nificent and sublime symbol which occupies the 
centre of the Floor-cloth, as it was understood by 
our Brethren of the last century-the Deity 
surrounded by infinite universal . space; his 
etemity being declared by the awful EN APXH 
HN 0 AOrO~, which forms the crowning glory 
of the design-fCThe light shining in darkneas, 
and the dallkneas comprehending it not;" I pro
ceed to an examination of the subordinate figures, 
which constitnte so many symbols, or types, illus
trative of the doctrine which has already been 

I 

Digitized by Google 



170 ORIGIN OP THB 

enunciated, the chief of which had been abstracte 
from the third degree. 

The diagrams underneath the centre arch con
sist of two single triads of circles, and a figure 
composed of three sides of a square, combining 
seven circles, and representing the TETILA.GJU.M
JrJATON in the ancient Alphabet, called by the 
name of SOL. The vertical triad refers either to 
the three original Grand Lodges on mounts Sinai 
and Horeb, each governed by as many Grand 
Masters; or to the three Principals of the 
Chapter, symbolized by the three key-stones, to 
show that as a knowledge of certain mysterious 
secrets was attained by drawing them forth, so by 
passing through these offices 10 a knowledge of the 
arcana of Royal Arch Masonry may be success
fully accomplished. Now these three Principals 
are described in the original roles of the degree 
(A.D. 1782) thus :-" The three Principall!l in 
Chapter assembled are. to be considered con. 
junctly, as THE MASTER, and each severally as A. 

MASTER." 11 Hence in their aggregate capacity 

10 ThUB it is enacted that "no companion shall be installed 
in the second chair who haa not served in the third chair, nor ia 
the first unless he haa served in the BeCOnd chair of a regularlJ 
conatituted chapter, for the full period from one annual elecUon 
to another." 

11 Which is thna explained in the general regalatioDL 
" According to ancient custom, a complete chapter of this order 
of Freemaaonry consists of three principals, who, when ia 
Chapter assembled, are to be oonaidered conjoiutly as the muter, 
and severally as a mll8ter, two scribes, thrae Bojouruen, ADd 
othel'S, making up the number of 72 as a Council; and no 
regular Chapter can cousist of more; but any number -7 be 
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tht;y represent ONB PEB.SON only, in whom is 
united the different attributes of king, priest, and 
prophet. For as there is a trinity of persons in 
the Godhead,lt so there was a trinity of offices 
combined in the second person when incarnate, 
which is clearly represented in the diagram. 
Now it will be observed that these Principals 
are three only in name, not in office. They are 
not 1 Z, 2 H, 3 J, bnt 

Tn lIU8TBB. 

I 
I I I 
H Z J 

They are therefore typical of Jehovah-Christ, 
• in whom these offices are permanently united in 

their" utmost perfection, and in him alone. This 
arrangement is one of the great beauties of the 
degree. 

It is possible that the angular triad might bear 
a further reference to the three great lights, which 
were at that period interpreted to symbolize "the 
light of the gospel, and the sublime mystery ot 

eDited and received as companions, though they are not to 
hold the ataft' of office, or to be oonaidered as oounoillora when 
more than that nnmber are present." Hence it is further 
directed that "eaqh of the Grand Prinoipala hefore being 
indncted into hiB offioe shall he installed a priDcipal Z." 

I. The ContineDtal MUODS of the laet centnry aaoribed three" 
symbolic ceDtre8 to the Deity. 1. The TBINITY breathiDg on 
the aby.. at the creation. 2. WI8DOM, or the Eternal Word 
passing, at the same period, through the different stag .. of 
delight, desire, and &trife, into fire or light j aDd this wal deDo
minated the great mystery. 8. The Logos, Jehovah, Word, 
orT.G.A.O.T. U. 

I 2 
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the trinity." The linear triad bore an allusion to 
the sojourners, who represented the three stonea 
on which prayers and thanksgivings were offered 
on the discovery of the lost WOaD; thereby 
affording an eumple, that it is our duty in every 
important undertaking, to offer up our pray8l'l 
and thanksgivings to the God of our salvation. 
While the quadrangular diagram reminds us of 
the seven pair of pillars which supported King 
Solomon's private avenue, the seven steps in ad
vancing, and the seven seals; for in those daye 
the OB was sealed seven times. 

The figures, however, beiug read from right to 
left, may have a reference to the three degrees of 
Craft Masonry, the three divisions of Operative, 
and the seven divisions of Speculative Masonry j 

the latter of which, in those times, was identified 
with the Royal Arch degree, and referred to the 
seven liberal sciences; and both were thus ex
plained in the lectures of the day:-

If Freemasonry is to be considered as divided 
into two parts, the operative and the speculative j 
and these are again subdiyided, the operative (that 
is Craft Masonry) into three distinct branchee, 
the manual, the instrumental, and the scientific. 
The manual consists of such parts of busine88 as 
are performed by hand.labour alone, or by the 
help of some simple instruments, the uses whereof 
are not to be learnt by any problems or rules of 
art, but by labour and practice only; and this is 
more peculiarly applicable to our Brethren of the 
first degree, called Entered Apprentices. 

Digitized by Google 



ENGLISH ROYAL UCH. 173 

~'The instrumental consists in the use ani 
application of various tools and implements, suck 
as the common gage, the square, the plumb-line, 
the level, and others that may be called math~ 
matical, invented to find the size or magnitude of 
the several parts or materials whereof ov.r buildings 
are compotled, to prove when they are wronght 
into dne form and proportion, and when 80 

wrought, to fix them in their proper places and 
positiens; ad likewise to take the dimensions of 
all bodies, whether plain or 4Wlid, and to adjust 
and settle the proportions of apace and extent. 
To this part alSQ belgnga the use of various other 
instruments or machins, such as the lever, the 
wheel and axle, the wedge, the ·screw, the pulley, 
&c., which may be ealled mechanic, being used 
to forward and expedite our business, to alleviate 
onr toils, and enable us to perform that by a single 
hand, whieh could not be done without many., 
and in some cases not at all; and those more 
properly ·belgDg to our Brethren of the second 
degree, styled Fellowcraft8. 

"The scientific consists in the knowledge of 
several of the arts and scien~ so far as to enable 
us to discern the reason fOl' the operations of 
those before-mentioned instruments, tools, and 
machines, and to calculate the force and mome~ 
tum of the different mechanical powers; and also 
to clear up and arrange our ideas in such a manner, 
88 to be able to delineate them so clearly on our 
Tracing-board, that, by the help of a proper scale, 
our Bretlu:elt of the .aecond degree may take them 
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off and complete our design, and, if intended for 
that purpose, erect a structure, which, when 
finished, shall contain the greatest p088ible degree 
of strength, elegance, and convenience, that the 
quantity of materials and space allowed will admit 
of; and this is the part of, or applicable to, our 
Brethren of the highest degree of the Craft of 
Master Masons. 

"To each of these degrees belong certain signs~ 
tokens, and watchwords, well known amongst the 
Brethren, and also a variety of instructive maxims 
and apothegms, the former intended to detect 
impostors, and exclude the unworthy from their 
Lodges; and the latter to strengthen the memory, 
to correct the judgment, and habituate the mind 
by a due course of reasoning, to trace up caUles 
from effects, and thereby explode the dogmata of 
every false hypothesis; ana thus we are handed 
on from infancy to childhood, from childhood to 
youth, from youth to manhood j and by the in. 
structions received in passing through the several 
probationary degrees of the Craft, are prepared 
for our own most sublime one, namely, speculative 
Masonry, or the Royal Arch, intended for the 
cultivation of every art and science that the human 
mind, in this sublunary state, is capable of; and 
particularly the seven liberal sciences, which are 
so many branches of that universal science called 
Freemasonry; II which may account for the seven 
circles in the quadrangular figure before us. 

The remaining emblems mostly belong to the 
third degree, although, for a brief period, they 
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were incorporated into the Royal Arch, as apposite 
illustrations of the lucid emblem in the centre of 
the Tracing-board. They were appendages equally 
to the tabernacle of Moses and the temple of 
Solomon; but were not all restored after it had 
been rebuilt by Zerubabel. We have here the 
golden candlestick, the table of shew bread, the 
censer or altar of incense, the pot of manna, and 
Aaron's rod. These were explained in the follow
ing manner:-

The candlestick was manufactured by Bezaleel 
and Aholiab of beaten gold. It had an upright 
shaft, which stood on a broad foundation, that its 
support might be firm and immoveable, without 
danger of being overthrown during the process of 
trimming and cleaning its lamps, which were 
seven in number (although nine are represented 
in the figure), one in the centre, and three on 
each side, on 80 many branches, that were not 
equal in length, the outer branches being elon
gated, that the lights might be all of the same 
height. The body of the shaft had four bowls, 
and as many knops and flowers, from which the 
branches sprang; each branch containing' the 
same number of bowlll, knops, and flowers. Some 
think that the seven branches symbolized the 
seven planets, the seven days of the week, and 
the seven ages of man; but, in truth, the Chris
tian church is the candlestick, and the light is 
Christ.J3 The seven lamps are emblems of the 

., Rev. i. 20. 
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gifts of the Spirit; the knops and flowers, the 
graces and ornaments of a Christian life. As the 
candlestick gave light to the tabernacle, 80 we 
must remain in darkneu unless Christ shall 
enlighten his church.lt Simeon, therefore, pro
nounced it to be "a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory 16 of Israe1.1G 

On the opposite side of the sacred symbol we 
find the table of shewbread. Moses was com
manded to construct this table of shittim wood, 
because it was intended to be durable, and to 
last as long as the Jewish dispensation sho uld 
continue. This wood was the acacia, which, 
according to Kitto,17 was exclusively employed 
in the construction of the tabernacle. It is weU 
agreed by writers on the natural 'history of the 

14 The Lights in our present Chaptel'8 are placed tingly, Imd 
in number Bix,-three greater and three lesser. The latter 
allude to the patriarchal, Mosaical, and Christian dispensations, 
while the three greater represent the B.UlBID NAlII itself, 
expr.-i'1'8 of hiB creative, preserving, and deltroying power. 
These Lights are placed in the form of an equilateral triangle, 
each of the lesser intersecting the line formed by the two greater; 
thus geometrically dividing the greater triangle into three lesser 
triangl., at ita extremities, and by their uuion form a fonrth 
triangle in the centre, all of them being eqUal and equilateral, 
emblematical of the three degrees in Masonry, the E. A. P., 
the F. C., and the M. M., including the holy Royal Arch. 

16 Nimbu., referring to the glory which played ronnd the 
head 01 Moses when he came down from the monnt, and thUl 
preaerving a common phraseology, characteristio of the rays of 
light within the interlacing triangles of our Tracing·board, and 
ovel'8hadowing the altar of incense • 

• 1 Luke ii. 82. 
17 Pal.tine, celi. 
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'Bible, that the shittim wood was afforded by a 
species of acacia; but the particular species baa 
been less determinately mentioned. But now 
that the labours of ,the French commi88ion, and 
.of different recent travellers, have made us ac
-quainted with the botany of Arabia Petnea, we 
have little difficul~ in concluding that the required 
sPecies is found in either the .Acacia 1JfImmiJera, 
or in the Acacia' >/legal, or rather in both. They 
both grow abundantly in the valleys of that l'egiOB 

where the Israelites wandered for forty yeal'l,and 
both supply products which must have rendered 
them of much nIne to the Israelites. The crown, 
or rim, of this table was .particularly described in 
the lectures of the day as being common to it, as 
well as the ark of the .covenant, and the altar of 
incense. It ,consisted of an ornamented border 
of gold, as is seen in the lithOgraph, which was 
set round the table to prevent anything from 
falling from it, and 80 becoming pol1llted. On 
this table were :placed the twelve loaves of un .. 
leavened bread, called the presence bread, because 
it was perpetually before the face of Jehovah; a 
custom which was imitated amongst the ·heathen, 
who had in their temples a similar table, on which 
meat and drink were placed in honour of the 
gods, as we find in the familiar instance of Bel 
and the 'Dragon, reCOl'ded in the Apocrypha of 
our Bibles.' The twelve loaves of shewbread in 
the tabernacle were baked in moulds by the 
priests j and some say they were marked with the 
names of the twelve tribes of Israel; but there il 

I 3 
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no authority for this conjecture in the sacred 
writings. They were consecrated with incense, 
and being placed on vessels of gold, were renewed 
every sabbath.day. Josephus affirms, that a cup 
of incense was placed on each stack of bread, as 
is represented in the figure before us. 

The mystical and symbolical meaning of this 
utensil is thus explained : some understand by it 
the holy scriptures, and interpret the four rings 
by which it was carried, when removed from one 
place to another, the four evangelists, by whom 
the gospel of Christ is carried, as it were, from 
nation to nation, till it becomes universal; while 
others compare the twelve loaves to the twelye 
months; and others . think the table a symbol of 
the earth, and the loaves to the fruits thereof. 
But these interpretations are too fanciful. The 
table was a symbol of the family of Christ.Jehovah, 
and the loaves of the true bread of life which that 
great Being has furnished to his faithful followers. 
By the incense upon the bread, we are to under
stand that the preaching of the word ought to be 
consecrated by prayer and thanksgiving, that we 
may be divinely incited to the practice of moral 
and social virtue. 

We now come to the consideration of the pot 
of manna, and the rod of Aaron that budded. It 
is well known that the manna was given by 
Jehovah as food for his people in "the barren 
desert, which was called by David 18 "the bread 

II P8l\lm lxxviii. 9. The Greeks called it IW'omdi, Aerial 
1I0ney, Aud the Bedouins use it still for the lame purpoleR All -----
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of angels," as some think, because it was a type 
of Christ, who was the true bread of life both to 
angels and to men. The manna was a white, 
transparent globule, of the size of a coriander 
seed, and tasted like wafers made with honey, and 
flavoured with olive oil.19 A vessel of this pure 
substance was directed to be laid up before the 
testimony, as a perpetual memento of the miracu
lous sustenance of so great a body of people for 
forty years in a sterile wi1derness; and it will be 
remembered that when they came out of Egypt 
they numbered three millions of souls. The form 
of this vessel has been represented like an um, 
with a lid or cover; and thus it is depicted on 
Samaritan medals. 

The manna is denominated by St. Paul,lIO 
"spiritual meat;" whence Christians have con
~dered it as a type of Christ; and for these plain 
reasons, because, as Jehovah, whom we have 
already seen identified with the Redeemer of 
mankind, had compassion on his chosen people 
when they were famishing in a region where no 
food was to be had; so the same holy Being had 
compassion on mankind, when they were in a 
state of spiritual destitution, and gave his body 
and blood as a nourishment for their hungry souls. 

honey, and regard it as a luxury; but if taken in auy large 
quantity, it is said to prove a mild laxative. 

18 Numb. xxiii. 21. Niebuhr, aud Father Pinolo, when 
d88cribing tbat of California, which falls, as is supposed, with 
the dew, says, that without the whitene88 of refined sugar, i~ 
bas all ita 8weetne8B. 

10 1 Cor. x. 3. 
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In sending forth the manna,lehovah displayea 
his tender love toward. his people-but muck 
more so when he came in human form to seek 
and to save thoae which were lost. He gave them 
the manna for forty years to teach them obedience 
under the law-and he has given us his gospel, 
with a promise of everlasting life to those who 
should obey its precepts and observe its laws. 
The·coincidences between the manna and Jesus 
Christ are too numerous to be overlooked, and 
too important to be despised. He himself drew 
the first parallel when he said to the Jewe-"I 
.am the bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna 
in the wildemess, and are dead. This is the bread 
which cometh down from heaven, that a mall 
Ulay eat thereof and not die. I am the living 
bread which came doW'll from heaven. If allY 
man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever; 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which 
I will give for the life 8f the world." 11 

Of the properties and qualities of the mannllt 
the following symbolical.coincidences were noticed. 
The manna was small, but of great virtue; and 
Christ, though appearing of low degree, possessed 
unlimited power. The manna was white, the 
emblem of purity j and Christ was accordingly 

II John vi. 48-61. On this subject Origen expatiates on the 
excellency of the Christian Sabbath above that of the J ewl, 
proving that the manna began first to fall upon that day. HiB 
worda are these :-" If the manna were gathered six day. 
together, 118 the Scripture aaith, and ceaaed upou the seventh, 
which is the Sabhath, it evidently began on the first day, whioh 
is our Sunday." 
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pure and spotless. To prepare the manna for 
'1l8e, it had to be beaten and bruised in a mortar 
-Christ was in like manner beaten and bruised 
for our iniquities. The manna came from heaven 
-80 did Christ. It was sweet and pleasant to 
the palate-Christ is sweet and pleasant to the 
8Oul. It fell from on high like dew, as Christ 
imparts his grace and spirit. The manna was 
"SUpplied till the Israelites entered the promised 
land; and Christ will supply his church with 
grace and his Holy Spirit," till the heavenly 
Canaan shall be opened to all true believers. 

The rod of Aaron that budded, and put forth 
blossoms, and yielded ripe almonds, as a miracu
lous attestation of his authority, was also ordered 
to ~e preserved as a visible testimony of the fact; 
and the Jews are of opinion that it retained ita 
leaves and fruit to the last, which is iudeed 
extremely probable, else the evidence of the 
miracle would be defective; and hence it is dis
played in a florescent state on our Tracing-bon. 
These two symbols of memorable events in the 
lewish history were preserved in the Most Holy 
Place, beside the Ark -of the Covenant, and' not I,. 
it, as some ha.ve been led to imagine from the 
words of St. Paul, Heb. ix. 4. They were, how
ever, within the Oracle, and therefore have been 
characteristically placed, in the drawing before 

II Referred to in onr present Royal Arch Lecture 88 the 
anima mUfldi, or the Soul of the world; although I AID Tf1ry 

much inclined to belieTe that such an appropriation Terges on 
Materialism, if not PantheiBm. 
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us, beneath the arch where the holy Shekinah is 
symbolized by the sun, that darts its rays obliquely 
through the arch, because, according to a Masonic 
tradition, It the height of the sun at Jerusalem OD 

the was 58°, which formed an angle 
with the horizon, and caused ." It NOW," 
says Dr. Kellet,U It it is not more odd than true, 
quod 801 in nuiJe, DeUI in carne; God in the 
flesh is like the sunne in a cloud. When Christ 
W88 first brought into the temple, the prophetical 
spirit came upon Simeon j and of extraordinary 
thanksgiving upon Anna. Was the pre~ce of 
God in a cloud glorious in the first temple? 
Much more was the presence of Jehovah in Christ, 
of Christ in a cloud, superabundantly glorious. 
A cloud overshadowed them j and a voice out of 
the cloud said, this is my beloved Son. Againe, 
was the presence of God in julgore, in brightnesse, 
such a great priviledge of the first temple? Cer
tainly, the presence of Jehovah in Christ, who 
was the brightnesse of his glory, and the expresse 
image of his person, upholding all things by the 
Word of his power, was much more illustrious 
and glorious; and the presence of Christ in ~he 
bright cloud, when his face did shine as the Hun, 
and his raiment was white as the lfght, was much 
more resplendent.1I 

The censer of incense which occupies the upper 
right-hand corner of the lithograph, surmounted 
by a rainbow, or halo of light, is a representation 

13 Triccao. Cbri,ti, p. lU. 
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of the altar of incense, which was made of the 
acacia covered with beaten gold. In form it was 
a double cube, and had a crown or rim like the 
table of shew bread running round its upper 
surface. It was of small dimensions, being only 
Ii feet square, and three feet high, with elevations 
at each corner called horns. The figure in our 
drawing represents merely the censer that was 
placed upon the altar, in which the incense was 
actually burned, in allusion to the words of St. 
Paul, Heb. ix. 4; although we have no warrant 
in the J emh writings that such a vessel was 
used, for the authority is exclusively Christian. 

This altar or censer was placed close' to the 
veil which separated the holy from the most holy 
place, that· the incense might penetrate into the 
latter; and for this reason, perhaps, it was that 
St. Paul attributes it to the innermost room. It 
was an emblem or type of Christ, through whom 
wOe offer the incense of our prayers. The acacia 
and gold of which the altar was composed, referred 
to his human and divine nature; the crown to his 
regal dignity; and the horns to his power. .AJ& 
no incense could be offered but upon this altar, 
80 no prayers will be accepted but those that are 
offered through Christ. The incense was offered 
every morning and evening, and our prayers 
ought to ascend to the throne of grace at the 
same periods. The halo or rainbow which appears 
to overshadow the censer, refers to a passage in 
the Book of Revelation, which saY8-" And 
another angel came and stood at the altar having 
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a golden censer; and there was given unto him 
much incense, that he should offer it with the 
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne. And tke IJmOke 01 the 
incense which came with the prayers of the 
saints ascended "'P before God out of the angel~8 
hand."24 

I have now redeemed my pledge in the title
page, 'by .conducting the reader quietly, and I 
trnst pleasantly, from the very earliest germ of 
the Royal Arch, through its different phases and 
ramifications to its present improved state, as an 
order well worthf the acceptance of a highly 
·educated generatioa.; including an intelligible 
account of the intermediate Degrees, as they were 
practised by the in'V'entors, although now obsolete; 
and I think I may fairly anticipate the approval 
of my brethren Bild companions. Should it how
ever be the decision of the Craft that I have 
faited, I can only say it must be attributed to 
misfortune rather than fault; for I have spared 
no pains to arrive at the true solutiou of its pro
blematical origin, which has been a desideratum 
amongst the fraternity for the last half-century 
at the least. I have not only diligently perused 
all the scanty evidences which remain in Europe 
and America, but have deliberately tested their 
value; and I am not conscious of any error in my 
conclusions. Hence I can confidently place this 
work before the Masonic public in the assured 

It Rey~ viii. 3, t. 
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bope of having rendered an acceptable service to 
the Craft at large, wheresoever dispersed under 
the lofty canopy of heaven. 

It will Dot be denied that the seceding brethren, 
with the assistance of the accomplished Bro., the 
Chevalier Ramsay, displayed considerable inge
nuity in the concoction of their new degrees, 
which they dignified with the appellation of 
A.NCIEN'! MA.SONlI.Y, and succeeded in establishing 
that doubtful fact, not only amongst the brethren 
in Scotland and Ireland, but in every other part 
of the world, as a permanent distinction. Yet it 
is gratifying to find that amidst all their innova
tions, they were careful to preserve and retain 
that sublime reference to JEHOVAH, as T. G. A. 
O. T. U., which formed a principal element in 
the Constitutions of Athelstan, was renewed at the 
revival in 1717, and still animates our improved 
system of Freemasonry. 

I conclude in the words of a well-known invo
cation. " May the Order, which is founded on 
the sublime basis of religion and virtue, rise 
superior to opposition - firm in conscious rectitude, 
like the bleak mountain which bares its breast 
with dignified composure to every tempest, and 
fearlessly presents its bosom to the midnight 
storm. May it remain a perfect monument of 
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, which ages can
not obliterate nor adversity decay; and may the 
beauties of Freemasonry be driven by every tem
pest, and wafted by every breeze, until it shall 
arrive at the most distant regions of the earth, 
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where civilization is known j and may the blessing 
of the M~t High be upon all our brethren and 
companions, and remain with them for evermore. 
So mote it be." 

THE EN D. 

W1'II"''' ... 11. 10111 ••• I.T •••• O ..... T QU •• II .TD.T. LO".OIl. 
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the Spurious as contrasted with the True Freemasonry. CHAP. 6.-Viewof 
Masonry from the Universal Deluge to the OfFering of Isaac. PaRloD 4, 
CHAP. 7.-0n S,.mbolical Instruction. CHAP. B.-View of Masonry from 
the OfFering of Isaac to the Deliverance from EgrptianCaptivit,.. PERIOD 5, 
CHAP. 9.-0ntheFivePoints of Fellowship. CHAp.I0.-View of Masonry 
from the Deliverance to the Dedication of King Solomon's Temple • 

.. In the re·examinatlon of the ' Antlqultlea,' onr learned author haa proved that he haa 
Dot lived in vain to reviae hie 0 .... lahoura. The present edition i. embellilhed b)' that 
.trength of mind which ~cel intelligence, and impart. a charm to hie masterly advocacy 
of truth ... -Fre .... ".OII. Quarterl, lUlIiftI • 

.. To the Craftlman, 'The Antlqui&iea of Freem8lonry' will be an invaluable treaallre 
Dor need it he r.atricted to the Bretbren of tbe myotic tie; to tbe uninitiated alao, to 
whom • nothing but the key ie _ntlnl,' it will be a book full of In_t, conveying much 
information of tbe moat curious and valuable cbaracter."-LiRCOIIl Chronicle. 

DemgBtIO., price 11. (pOlI/ree). 

AN APOLOCY FOR THE FREEMASONS; 
Respectfully submitted to the consideration of those Clerg,.men who doubt 
the propriet,. of allowing the use of their Cburches for Masonic Celebrations. 
Being the substance ofTbree Articles in the •• FreemasoDs' Quarterl,. Review, " 
on the ReligiOWl Tendeaq of the Order. With large Additions. 

of lI8Ionic Faith acknowledg .. the Hoi,. Bible to he the Word of God, tbat It __ 
written b,. penonl divinel,. inl\lired, aud _all tbe whole dot,. of _II. It ""bibitath. 
penou, cbaracter. and perfectIons of God, aa _tiall" and iuflnitel), ezccllent, '''Ill 
Himaelf 81 a Beinr in whom all ollr hoI,. alfectiolll .bould ultimately ~entre. Masonry, 
in the .tlOngelt and mo.t impre •• ive language inculcatel the .ame iu_tin, truth •• 
The Scripturea enjoill lupreme love 10 God, ... ;1 unl.er.al beoevoleDt'tI to all mankind. 
Tbeae are the flnt dutiel impreued on the heart of a Mason."-2'own', Sp«t<l«lifHI 
JII tJIIOr&17 . 

"The ;"'thor haa reviled those artlcl .. , and made conaiderable addltlonl; the form of 
tbe pamphlet wiD, no doubt, estend tbe circulation beyond tbe readero of the F.Q.R., anll 
dlft"oae the principle. of Freemaaonry far and wide, in refutation of the IInfounded a?-
t.lpOD itl purity."-FreenuIBOft.' Quarterl, Bet:ittt', .~ 
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• WORKS ON paKEKASONay, BY DB. OLIVER, 

I" a flO"., 121110., £1. lb. (po" flfl),lHnntd iu 6/u clollt, triJIt pt 
. Muortit: too""" 

THE COLDEN REMAINS OF THE EARLY 
MASONIC WRITERS; 

EDITED BY DR. OLIVER. 
The MlIIIODic Writings of our Brethren iu the last ceatury are few in 

number, and have become, with the exception of Hutchinson' ... Spirit of 
Masonry," and Preston's "Illustrations," extremelyllClU'ee and ioacce.'-blt. 
They are, howner, of greet value, inasmuch .. they deliaeate the gradaal 
improvements of the Order, and mark the process by which it imperceptibly 
ditarmed its adveraariea, and converted them into firm and actift frieDds. 
For many years after the great revival in 1717, Freemasonry was CODaidered 
• paradox beyond tbe comprehension of ordinary capacities. 'l1ae WarW 
wondered, as the mJBtical Institution silently forced itself into notice, and 
venturell to aasail it with the shafts of ridicule. Indeed, so much importance 
was ottached to it, that eveu Hogarth and Swift did not disdain to join in 
the hostile array. The clamour was, however, allayed by the judicious 
efforts of Anderson, Dnnckerley, Desaguliers, Martin Clare, Calcott, Smith. 
Inwood, and other gifted Brothers, who quietly explainad its principles, and 
directed public notice to the virtues which it incnlcated, and to the symbols 
in which they were imbellded and prese"ed. Many valuable fragment. are 
unfortunately lost, but the Remains are amply sufficient to excite the aUI:a. 
tiou of the Fraternity. Under these circumstances, the Pubtiaher conceins 
that he shall render an acceptable ~ice to tbe Craft, by collecting the 
scattered rays of light, and bringing them into olle focus, that they mar 
contribute their aid to the general illustration of our noble science. 

The Firat Volume, price 6s.6d. 
MASONIC INSTITUTES. By V.<UlIOUS AUTHORS. 

CONTENTS. 
An JntrolillCto.,. Ellay on the Muonic Literature of the Eighteenth CCDtury. 

By the Editor. 
Lecture I. On the Riae and Progre •• of the Order. No date.-S. A Defeace of )(-...y. 

B, the Rev. Jam •• Anderaon, D.D., S.G.W., publi.hed 1130.-8. On the Adfta&ap 
enjoyed by the Fraternity. Dy IIlanin Clare, Esq., A.II., F.R.S., D.G.)(. 1711.
·1. On the Connection between lIluonry and Religion. By Rev. C. Brockwell. 17".-
5. On the Social Virtu •• of Freemason.,.. By blac Head, Esq. 1752.-4. A SeaIeII 
.fter Truth. Delivered at Glouceoter, hefore the Lodt!e No. 05. 1751.-7. OD If_Bit 
Light, Truth, and Charity. By 'I1Ioma. Dunckerl_,., Esq., P.G.IIl., and G. Sup. for 
Ji'oDlt_ Conntie.. 1767.-8. The IIloft.ble Jewels ilIu.trated by the Aid of Moral 
Geometry. AnonymoDl.-9. On the Governmen! of the Lodge. B1 John Whitmull, 
Esq., W.IIl. 1765.-10. On the De.ign of lIluonry. By John CodriDgton, Esq •• 
D.P.G.III. 1770.-11. On the MDionic Dutieo. By the Re •• R. Green, of Durbaail. 
177C1.-1,. On Brotherly Love. By the Rev. John Hodgeta, A.IIl. 1781. 

The Second Volume, price 6s. 6d. 
MASONIC PRINCIPLES. By WILLIAM CALCOTT, P.M., 1769; AND 

CAPT. G. SMITH, PROVo G.M. FOR KENT,1783. 
CONTENTS. 

An JntrodllCtorr EII.y on the Social Po.ition of Symbolical 1I18IOnry in the Eighteealh 
Centu.,.. By the Editor. 

Ltc", •• I. On the Adftntageo of Societf. (Calcott.)-·2. On Primitift Jo'reemuoDrJ. 
(Calcott.)-s. The Sanctions of the lIluonlc Orde. uplained. (Calcott.)-a. The Sian. 
derera of IIlUODrJ' reprehended. (Calcott.)-6. On the Egyptian Hierogl'Phieo. (Smith.) 
-II. The Symbol. of MasoD.,. explained. (Calcott.)-7. On the Building of If_Bit 
Hall.. (Calcott.)-8. On the operative Principleo of IIluonry. (Calcott.)-!I. Enl0ll8lD 
on Freemaaonry. (Smith.)-IO. Rcuons why Ladieo are excluded fronl our Loap. 
(Smith.)-II. On lIl_nic Cbarity. (Smith.)-It. Muonic Precepta. (Anon)'lDODIo). 

Digitized by Google 



PUBLISHED BY BBO. B. SPENCER, III, GREAT QUEEN STREET. • 

The Third Volume, Price 78. 
MASONIC PERSECUTION. By VARIOUS AUTHORs, 

CONTENTS. 
An Introduetory E .. ay on the Uusea and Cnstoma of SymboUea!Huonry in the 

Eigbteenth Century. By the Editor. 

ClltJpler I. Detection of Dr. Plot'. A_t of the J'reemuonl. 17&&.-1. An Apology 
I"or the Free and Accepted Muon.. Oecasioned by their Pe_tion in tbe Canton 
of" Berne, &e. 1738.-3. An impartial Eumination of the Act of the A.lOCiated Synod 
of Scotland apinlt tbe Freemuonl. 1767.-4. The lufFennll of John Conlta. in the 
IDqulaltion, on _t of hil heiDs a Freemuon, in 1745.-6. Anower to an Attack 011 
FreemMonry in the .. Gentleman'. Masuine." 1795.-6. The lliorep_entatlon of 
Harmel refuted. 1705.-7. Hodern Penecutionl of FreemUODry. 

N .B. The aboye .. A~olG''' (Chap. J) excited 10 much intereot at the time it .... 
written, II to he tranol.ted into aU the continental longa,,"; and .. 11 at length prohi. 
bited by a Papal Decree, and condamnad to be publicly burned at Rome by the miniltor 
ofjultlee. 

The Fourth Volume, Price 78. 
MASONIC DOCTRINES. By THE REv. JETHRO INWOOD, 

P.G. CHAPLAIN POR KENT. 1793. 

CONTENTS. 
AD Introductory Euay on the Muonic Teatl of the Eighteentb Century. By the Editor. 

Senno .. I. On Unity amonllt MuoDl.-t. The Huonie ObliptioDl.-3. On Fratemal 
Alfection.-4. HuoDlougbt to he Virtuons.-5. On Sudden Death.-II. On Brotherly 
Lo"e.-7. On the Dedieatlon of HUODie EdIlIceo.-8. Preparation for Death. -9. The 
True Character of a Muon.-IO. The Chriotian Dutiea recommended and enforcad by 
Frecmaoonry.-II. The Huon'. Lodge a School of Virtne and Scienee.-12. TheMuonic 
J .... II.-I'. On Maoonic Charity.-14. The Humility of a Haoon.-15. On Scripture 
Uuonry. ADonymona. 1737. 

The Fifth Volume, Price 71. 
MASONIC MORALITY. By THB RBv. THADDBUS MASON HARRIS, 

PAST GRAND CHAPLAIN OF THE GRAND LoDGE OF 
MAS8ACH'CSBTTS. 1794. 

CONTENTS. 

An Introdnetory Ellay on the Cypher Writins uled by the Muonl oftbe Eigbteenth 
Century. By the Editor. 

DilCOu"e I. On the Delisn of Freemllonry.-2. On the Religions Character of Free. 
m_nry.-3. On the Peaceful Genins of Freemuon'1.-4. On the Charitable Purp_ of 
Freemuonry.-6. Freemuon.,. GI0ri6ad.-6. Muonlc Emblem. Eaplained.-7. On ill_ 
tratins our Profel.ion by Example.-8. On prelcrYing the Credit of the Inltitulion.-
9. Anl.er of .ome popular Objection. to Freemuonry.-IO. Examiulion of the modem 
Prejndi.el Igainat Freemuonry.-II. 011 the helt Way of ddendinglt.-II. Valedictory. 
-13. A If_nie Eulogy.-14. A lluonic Charge.-I5. On the Ten ... Boopitallo of the 
ancient Romani. 

From a perusal of the Contenta of the "Golden Remains," the intelligent 
reader will be at no los8 to discover that the sole intention of the publisher is 
to reproduce the _timenta and opinions of the Old Masonic Writers, that 
the unalterable character of the sublime Order, in its fundamental principles, 
may be apparent to every inquirer, Bud the labour of an accurate investiga' 
tion lightened by a concentration of the O,.D LIGHTS into one pure and 
__ ble focus. 

E"" "l"",e u complet, ill it"{/', """ .old Itptlri1trly. 
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• WORO ON WRUJlAIIOWRY. BY DL OLIVBR, 

I. 12_., priH 7 •. fHl. CINIfrw}. JI-*c gill clotll, 

THE SPIRIT OF MASONRY. 
BY BROTHER W. HUTCHINSON, P.S.A. 

A NaW EDITION, WITH CO.IOUI KOftS, caJTJCAL AND .X.LANATOaT. 

BY DR. OLIVER. 
This new edition is dedicated to the Grand Lodgea of England, heJaud, 

Scotland, anti to the Craft in general, and originaJl,. IaIICtioDed bJ Lord 
Petre, G.M., and the Grand Lodge in 1766. 

CONTENTS. 
Introdacto., Dluertation on tbe State of FreemuoDry In the Eigbteenth Centary, .., 

th. Editor.-The Deo!an.-On the Ritell. Ceremonia. ud IUtitutioDo of the ADciente. 
-The Nature of the Lod .. .-hmitDre of the Lodp.-Tbe Apparel ud Jeweb of 
lluou.-The Temple of Jerualem.-On Geomet.,.-The lIuter Muon'o Order.-The Seer.., of lluonl.-On Cbarit)'.-On llrotherl, Llrre.-on the Oeeupet.iou of 11_.
A Corolla.,. 

APPENDIX. 
A. A Cherp for the " .. tift! of 8t. John.-II. AnAcldren for a Volnatery CODtribution. 

-C. An Addreu to a lIod, of FroemuoM.-D. AD Addre •• after the EspuloioD of • 
lI_her.-E. A Chars- of the W.M. OD leariq the Cbair.-F. A Charge deliyered OIl 
the IDltalla&ioD of a W.M.-G. An Addreol to the Newl, InotaUed Olll ..... -H. An 
OratioD at the Dedication of a New lluoDic Rall.-I. An OratioD on lI .. on.,.-I[. An 
OratioD at the Dedieation of Freemuou' Rall. In Snad ... land. JuI, 16tb. 177B.-L. 
Letter from Mr. Locke to the Karl of Pembroke.-M. AD Old Mu..-ipt on Muonry.
N. Remarkl on the Old lIuuerlpt.-O. A VlDdicatioD of FreemuoD.,.-P. A Leuoa 
t or Freemuonl • 

.. The I'reemuonl will exelaim • 10 Trinmpbe! • OD tbe appearuee of a Dew edition of 
RntchiDIOD. dreued np and pmi.bed b1 OIlr frlen4 Dr. Oli"r. It m ... t. iodeed, be a 
lonree of Il'auftcat.ion to the IIrethren, that .uch a mOUl of iDformatioD on the Inbject of 
lIuonr1 baa been placed witbln tbelr reach. 'the book containl iII ... tration. OD all tbe 
chief polntl of Lod .. bn.ineal. We find lecturea OD tbe Nature of the Lodge aDd ita 
Furniture; OD tbe Apparel and Jewell of Muonl; OD the Temple of Jemlalem I OD the 
11_ lluon'l Ord ... ; on 8eerec)'. Cbarit,. and the Oecnpat.ion of lluona • .!cc. What 
OeD the fratemit, want fllrtber? And ,et. le.t there Ihould be any poiDt left nntoucbed. 
the Editor baa prebed acoplo ... lntrodnctor, Dillertalion of the 8tete of FreemuoD., In 
tile Eighteenth Centu.,. Thl. part of the work containl mneh Information; and we lia" 
been Itrnck with lOme Of It I cbief pointe. We recommend the peru .. 1 of tbe work to all 
who wlah to become uquainted with the true prlnelplea of lluon.,."-Llncol .. SIGfIIltmI • 

.. We are rejoiced to lee FroemuoD., become the anbjeet of leieDuBc inquiry ud 
re_ch. Th. Splril 0/ M_" hu lIoDe through leYeraI edUioDI. hat the preaeDtone iI 
IDuatrated with 10 mneb Dew matter In the form of Dotea. u to in .. at It ",Ith a Dew ud 
IntereltiDg character I and the BretbreD-eYen tboae wbo pOllOlI uyof the former editionl 
-will find 10 mnch nlnable informatioD in thoae appendasea. and In the Introducto., 
DiI .... tation. u ma, well indnce tbem to become purehuen of the pmeDt edition I in 
wlaich, u the editor tnI, .. ,.. •• they will d~ a mina of InformatIOD wbicb will emleb 
tb.1r miDd. with a bowled,e of the IfI&t and .. ainable trutbl furniabed b, the aelence 
and phlloaoph, of the Order. "-~'" Clmmlel •• 

.. The pure Iplrlt of RntehlDaoD would haft rejoiced In the prohabUlt)' that, ID. fatnra 
age, lUI worke thould be immorta1laed in tbe ADDaJa of lluonry b, the powerful pen of 
Itl matoriaD. Dr. 011 ...... " 

.. W. could almOit with that eYe.,. lItuonlc work ... out of print. pl'O'Oided th., conJd, 
Uke the one before .... pan througb Dr. Ollyer·. alembic, ud become thereby freoh, .. 
from' putum De ... • AI a lIfuonlc work. Rlltcbinlon ud Oily.,. nnlted. are beyoDd the 
mle .. .,·. po ... r-alli. tbOllgbt ud bright imagining.. Let the aged lluon nU and 
ponder I let tbe t,ro drink deep of the procio... ..aten thaI Ipartle "ith the I ... ere of 
Ilfe."-"'-· Qucrler" JIft/Iow. 
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1 .. limo., ",*6 7', fW. (tHJ8Ifru), ........ 11111 doll, 

THE MASONIC MANUAL. 
BY THE LATE REV. JONATHAN ASHE, D.D., M.M. 

A NEW EDITION, WITH ANNOTATIONS AND REIlARltS, BY DR. OLIVER. 

CONTENTS. 
Original Dedication. Dr. Aahe'. Addftu to Ar,.11.-0n the OCl'Upation of Huon •• and 

the Brethren. The Editor'o Addr_. Pro- on the Eridence tbat their Oecupation fa 
gnmme of the Huonie Hanool. not a mere mechanical Labour, but the 

.Ar".mml I.-On tbe Nature and Neeeuity Eureioe of the belt QaaUti .. of tbe Hind. 
of the Huonie Society, and the Duty in. Ar,. 17.-On the Further O_pation of 
cumbent on Huono to act u upright and Huon •• and on the nece .. ity of making 
honourable Hen. ~barit7 and Brotherly I_e the fint PriD • 

.Arg. I.-On the Origin, Nature. and D .. igu clpl .. of thOlO Oeeupation •• 
of the Huonie In.titution, and a Coufulao Arg. 18.-0n tbe Infe __ to be drown 
tion of the many .hameful and Idle Fal_ from tbe preceding Argum.nto; and lID 
hooda which are indUltrioUlly propagated ezhihjtion of the aeatt.red ra,. whieb are 
by ito Enemi... .0 lluonieally eIi.played In all and ... h 

.Arl{. S.-The Confutation of Folaehood con. of tbem. 
unued, and the Harmony and Conueetion Ar,. 1I1.-General Remarb; including an 
~!.!.hmemSeonCld·eety.of FreemaooDi particularly JIlultration of tbe Huonle Leeturel; a 
.. ~ d, particular Deaeription of the Ancient 

.Arg. 4.-0n the Ab.urdU, of .uppoeingthat Ceremoni .. ; and tbe Charg .. used in tbe 
Muonry il a mfiin, Institution. and tbat elifl'erent Degree •• 
ito Prineiplea contaIn notbing valuable. Arg. H.-Argument on the fint Huouie 

.Arg. I.-On the HI.rogl7phieal Figureo, Lecture gi .. en in a Lodge. The DeeIara. 
Parabolieal and S,mbohcial CUlto ... ana tion to be _nted to. A Prayer ... od at 
(' .... moni ... SecmWord. and Signo, with Initiation. Cbarge at Initiation into the 
the elifl'erent Degreeoof Probation u.igood Fir.t Degree. 
to them by Muono. Arg. 21.-lIolomon'. Inyoeation. and the 

Arg. G.-OI the Mooalc Work u a Symbol, Se.en Liberal Art. and Sci.n .... u ill .... 
and the Virtu .. of Faith. Hope, Cbarity, lrative of the S.cond Huonie Lecture. 
Tempennce, Fortitud •• Prudence. Juati... Arg. lIlI.-On the Third Muonic Lecture. 
Brotherly LoYe, Relief, and Truth, of the Pray.r at Initiation. Charge at Initiation 
Muonie Inltitution.. into tbe Third Degree. IIIU1trotion of the 

.Arg.7.-0n the Model or Ground.plan of Hiltory and Ceremoniea connected with 
tbe Temple; Jacob'l Ladder; the Grand th;' Degree. 
Architect'. Six Period.; and Jephtha'. Mg. 23.-0n the Ancient Ceremonieo of the 
Battle with the Ephraimilel. Order. Tbe Hanner of ConltitutinJr a 

.Arg. 8.-0n the Seven Liberal Arlo and Lodge. The Ceremon, of ~tion. 
8ei ....... - Grammar. Rbetorie, Logie, CeremOllY of lnalollation. 
Arithmetic. Geometry. Ilulie. Altro. Arg. 24.-The Ceremony ohlerYed at laying 
nomy; and on the Six Arto nod Scien_, the Foundation Ston .. of Public IItme-
u blended in A.tronomy. ture.. The Ceremon, obo.rved at the 

Ar,. 9.-0n the Five Noble OrdenofArchi. Dedication ofa Halonl' Hall, &e. 
teeture-tbe Tuscan, the Doric, tb. Ionic. Arg. 25.-0n tbe Cer.monT ob.er •• d at 
the Corintbian, and the Com""lito; and Huonie Funeral.. according to ancient 
the Five Poinlo of lllllonic Fcllowlhip Co.tom; witb the Serri ...... d on tbat 
juatly ilIU1trated. _ion at the preoent da, • 

.Arg. 10.-On the Natur. of the Lodge, and Arg. lIII.-A Cbarge on the Futiyal of St. 
the Origiuol Inltitutiona of the Brother. John, u dclivered by a Brother Huon. at 
hood, interopened with a variety of Helao a He.ting of the Order, on the Day named 
ph' .... 1 Di.qui.ition., and 8eientiftc after that Apoatle. 
AlIulion.. Arg. S7.-An Add .... for a yoluntary Con. 

Arg. 11.-0n the Fumitureof the LodJle. and tribution towarda incr_ing the Fund for 
on the Apparel and Jewel. uoed 1>, the Cbarity. and al.o for the Dlltribution of a 
oftieiaipartoftheFntemity.the .. holeillu. Colleetion to Dlltreaoed Brethren. 
mlnated with Emhlematieal Conueotlon.. Arg. 1I8.-Heado of a Charge proper to he 

Arl{. II.-On the Letter G. and the Reia- Ifiven to &newly.admittedBrother; point-
Uon aieting b.tween Gcometry and the Ing out the Hora! and the H_nie Dutl .. 

.A:.a;:~~.t::tioii;"'an Faenltie., and :::-:. T..!'r -::i.L ~:iti~~"!.th. Order, 
partieularly the Five External Sen_; A1'g. !IfI.-An Addr ... made to a Body of Free 
with a .hort Analjlfa of their Huonic and Accepted Huon.; pointi~ out the 
Interpretation. Virtoeo which they nught to euUi .. alo, and 

ofrg. 14.-0n theHuler Huon'. Order and the Vi ... which th.y ou,ht to avoid. 
Ckeupationingen.raI: thewholedi.played Arg. sO.-An Addre •• deh .. ered in a Lodge 
In a .,rof ... ioual and moral point of yiew. of F_ .ndAeeeptedHuonl, immodi.teIl' 

Arg. 1I.-0n the Seere., of Huono. and 011 after the Eapullion of a Memberwho bad 
the Eriden ... to prove that their Horality be.n repeatedl,. but in vain, admoniohed 
.... originally d.duced from the School of for the Uliberal practice of Backbiting aniI 
PJthagOru, the Baoilidean Sy.Iom, and Slandering hIa Brethren. 
1Iie Druidical Law. 
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I WORKS ON PREEIfASONRY, BY DR. OLIVER, 

1,. OIIIllticlnol., 12Il10., price 9,. 6d. (pod/r'H),lIoflnd I,. cloll', 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY. 
BY THI LATI 

WILLIAM PRESTON, ESQ., 
PAl" MAl"" or "a. LODG. OP AlfTIQVITT. 

17,A EdUion, witA AdditiOrl8, Explanatory Noles, and tile Hi8torical 
Portio'l continued from 1820 to 1861. 

BY THE REV. GEORGE OLIVER, D.D. 

TBP: SANCTION OF THE M.W.G. MASTER TO THE ORIGINAL EDITION 
OF THIS WORK, PRINTED IN THE YEAR 1771. 

WHEREAS Brother WILLIAM PI •• TOIf ha. compUed a Book entitled It ILLVITU' 
'1'10'" or MA.OlfIT," aod baa requeated our Sanction for the publicatioD thereof I we, 
hmnr perused the aaid Book, aod f1ndiDr It to correapond 'lrith the aocient praet_ of 
thia SocIet1, do recommend the lime. 

PETRE, Graod Muter. 
CHARLES DILLON, D.G.". 
PIT.I PAIK.I, } 
WILLIAM ATKllfIOIf, G. 'Varden •• 

JAM •• H ••• L"IIf., G. Seentuy. 

Jut pulIlilW, in 12mo., price 7,. 6d. (po8t-.fr'IIII),lIound iN clotA, 

THE FREEMASONS' TREASU RV; 
FIJ'TY·TWO LECTURES ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OJ' 

SYMBOLICAL MAIONRT. 

Introducing the Constitutions, Charges, Landmarks, and Triads of Masonry, 
and adapted for delivery in open Lodge or at Lodges of Instruction; in 
which obacure passages in the Ritual are explaine«l, errors corrected, the 
Landmarks classed, old traditions ventilated, and the whole syatem sim. 
plified and made easy of attainment by any indnatriou8 Brother. 

DIVISION OF THE WORK. 

PART I.-First Principles .. 
" 2.-The Lodge 
" a.-Approaches to the Pint Degree 
" f.-Preliminary Instruction .• 
" 5.-The Tracing Board .• 
" 6.-The Second Degree 
" 7.-The Third Degree 

7 Lecturea. 
7 Ditto. 
S Ditto. 
5 Ditto. 
6 Ditto. 

10 Ditto. 
9 Ditto. 

52 Lectures. 

TABLE of the Masonic Triada which are Wuatrated and ezplalned In the 
Lectures. 
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PUBLISHED BY BRO. ll. SPElfCER, II, GREAT QUE.1f STREE·r. " 

Jmt PulJlialltd, ill 12_., price k. (pwt.free), bo",,11 ill clolll, Tltirll 
Editio", couitkrllbly ".lIIrgtd, of 

!BE BOOI OF !BE LOB'E ill omens' BlUR: 
TO WHICK 18 ADDED, 

A CENTURY OF MASONIC APHORISMS, 
Clliculaledfor Generllllru/ructloralUld 11M IrrtprtYHfllertl of II M_ic Life. 

Willi /Ill Engrllfltd Embl_/iCIII Fro"tiqiece. 
This Handbook is intended .. a Guide to all the Ceremonies incidental to 

tbe Order, which can consistently be committed to print, from tbe foundation 
to the cape-stone of a Lodge, and will include apecific directions on e\'ery 
point of ordinary and extraordinary OCCIUTenC8 in ill internal management, 
claased under tbe following beacla :-

PAaT I.-CEBEMONIES.-Chap.l. What \a M_,.,7-1. The LocIBe.-S. P1ans .. nd 
SpeciSeatioDl.-4. Foundation 8Ione.-I. Decoration •• -6. Name.-7. Ceremony of 
Initalllug a ProYinciai Grand l1uter.-S. Declieation aad Con ... ration. 

PAaT n.-RITUAL 0)0' WORK.-Chap. 1. 100 A,Phorilm •• -I. Pillar of Wisclonl. 
_. InaUllatiou of I W.lIfuter._. Pillan of 8treDctJl aad Beauty.-I. TraeiDr-Board, 
E.A.P.-4. T_inl-Board, F.C. 1801 11.11.-7. I.oaIIcIU aad Befreahment • 

.. When Doclora in Di.inity alt quietly down 10 write hand-boob. it Ie perfeetb clear 
thlt their objeet II utility. aad not fome. In fact. a literary reputation wonld rather be 
l_erecI tbaa advaneed by lneh a eon ... ; ""rrtltle rota cur II,..,.", e,ril. The luthor of 
the' Book of. the LodBe' hu tbGefore I double claim On the gratitude of the Fraternity, 
for deooting hil time 10 a InbJeet of aueh ",tenli .. n .. fuln.... in wbieh thclr hene8t baa 
alone been eonsultecl. The bOok i.o likcly to beeome a tu:t-book to the Fraternity; for ita 
practical utility eannot be denied. The' Craftsmaa.' and' Tr •• tle-Board.· "hieh are the 
blnd-bookl of the UDitecl 8tateo. do not eompete with it; for the)' are principally appliecl 
to the working of 1181On,., In the LodBe. aad very little il llid about eenmoni... There 
b not Ilinsle clul of Brethren amonSlt tho .. who are ever so llightly diapooecl 10 eonaider 
the aclene. worth cultivating who will not Snd a fUDd of entertainment and inltruetion in 
Clne or other of ita dimiona. The lubjeeto ha .. been jndiciously cholOD and leieDti8eally 
diacn .. ed,aad the direeUona are 10 clearly given. that aay Brother of ordinary Intelligenee 
.,iIl and nO dilliculty in undentending them ... -Fre .... _ ... • Quarter', Rmtll1. 

In on. Illicit Volume 12_., price 9 •• (poll free), bound in clolh, 

IIITITUTEI OF MAIOIIC JURII'RUDEICE; 
Being /Ill :E.emplijiclltion of 11M Engl;'lI Book of C'_titll/ion" mtillodiClllly 

dige.,td. urttkr IIPPIYJprillte lIHIlI; toget"er wit" a Summary View of 

The Laws and Principles of the Royal Arch. 
An unbonndecl facllity of reference I. alFordecl by the plan whieh Dr. Oli .. r hu, with 
~ judgment, adapted. of arranginl the .ubjcct of thi. work inlo three dlltiDct Parto. 
whieb he appropriately denominat .. BIDe, Purple. and Crimaon. II they leverally apply 
to 8nbordinate aad Grand Lodset' 1801 Royal Arch Chaptera; 1801 thOle he hu agaIil 
aabdivided into CIIapter.. Section., and Claus .. ; that, by the uliotanee of the 
copious Analytical Table of Contents, anYlUhjeet may be refeiTecl to with rapidity and 
pNcIlioa. 

Aa an Append .. e 10 the Book of ConatiLntionl. every LocIBe ought 10 be In po ..... ion 
of a eoPl; gd for particular reference, the chief o16eera should alao ha .. it in their own 
JIl'lnte bbrari... In Ihort, e.e,., trne aDd worthy Brother. who Ie d .. ironlof lOunding 
the dellth. of )laaonie Junlprudenee. will derive conliderabl. beneSt from a eareful e,,
amlnation of ita pag... and rile from the perusal with a mon "'panaive idea of the 
.. era! tendoney Of tile Order than he wonld attain with equal faeility by aay other 
procOll; aad the PubUlher aecordlnlJ.W reeDmmendl it to the eonsideration of the 
fraternity II .. Book of real p_tieal utilftr. which merits. and will cl.oubU ... reeeive an 
exteDaive patronage in the preleutftourilhln,condition of M •• onry. 

A PORTRAIT of the Rev. Dr. OLIVER, engraved on Steel, in Masouic 
Costume, size 9 by Ii inches. Price 18., or h. 6d. on India Paper • 
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10 WORD ON J'IlEEIlAIIONRY, BY DB. OJ.lVEB. 

Foolffllp StIO., price 5 •• 6d. cloth (p08tfree), 

THE STAR' IN THE EAST; 
IBOWING 

THE ANALOGY WHICH BXJBT8 BETWBEN THE LECTUUS OJ' MASONRT, 
THE MECHANISM OJ' INITIATION INTO ITS MYSTERIES, 

AND TBB CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 

ThIs new edition hu undergone a thorough reriaion. and is illustrated by a 
clpious addition of Nota, &c" u will be more clearly shown by the Audaor'. 

Pa •• ACB TO TRIa EDITION. 

II A new edition of this work is now presented to the Muonic public. It 
has been long called for, and it. delay has been owing to other and more 
preaaing avocations. I hope, howe'fer, that ita appearance in a new form will 
be acceptable to the Craft. The additions, which are principally in the form 
of Note8', will be found to contain much novel information, alike illustrative 
of the subject and of the pretent 8tate of the Author's feelings on this import
ant question. A great revolution hu taken place in the public mind on all 
pointa connected with Freeml80nry since the fint publication of this little 
manuel, which i8 decidedly favourable to tbe view here taken of tbe connection 
which subsist. between Ml80nry and Religion; and the addition of lOme high 
authorities will not diminish ita value. My inquiries have been directed to 
one object-the discovery of troth; and increasing yean and experience, as 
well II a more extensive reading, have tended to strengthen my opinion that 
the concluaions ue correct. I commit myself, therefore, once more to, the 
jndgment of my Brethren, IInred of an imputial tribunal and an indu1geDt 
sentence. .. G. O. 

II ScoptDick Vicarage." 
.. Of al1 Dr. 01l?er'1 worn we eanDot bQt conolder thill u T •• gelD, contained in 8 

euket of otetling ftIue, of whicb tbe locI< and key are of IQperior workmanahip. The 
antborltleo which Dr. Oliver hu brought, Dot eo much ia aid u correlative proof of hil 
clear and Qndenlable trutho, are placed in hoaoQrable poliaoD. It io impoooihie to oWer 
a01 other opioioD 00 the s.. ... IX Ta. E ... T, wblch we ha.e read with a grateful oenee 
of tbe ohUgltion conferred on the Craft, thaD that It ill a ahinlng Iight,b,. which the 
Apprentice, tbe Crartaman, the Muter, aDd tbe "".,/ecl Kuter, mar equaJJ1 ace dlcJr 
.ay."-FreemtJMIft" Quarterly Bmeu>. 

1n Fool.cap Sflo.,price 5 •• cloth (pollfree), 

A MIRROR FOR THE JOHANNITE 'MAIONS, 
IN A SEalES o. LlITTBBa TO 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF ABOYNE, 

CONTENTS. 
Letter 1. Introductory.-2. A FewObjectioDS to tbe Muonic Parallelism 

of the two St. Johns refuted.-3. Enquiry whether the Patronage of Mlloory 
was originally vested in tbe two St. Johns during the Last Century, or at 
any Earlier Period.-4. Reasons why St. Jobn the Baptist -is esteemed a 
Patron of Mllonry.-5. ReI80ns why St. John the Evangelist is esteemed a 
Patron of Muonry.-6. The Puallelism explained.-7. Enquiry whether 
the Patronage of Mllonry in tbe bands of these two Cbristian Saints be 
strictly conformable with the ConstructioD and Character of the Order.
S. Recapitolation. 
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PUBLISHBD BY BRO. R. SPBNCEB, ... OUAT QUaB. STREET. 11 

1. 12,.0., pr;c. 7 •• 6d. (pN1.tr-). MIUI1ItAe ,01 clolA. 

A DICTIOIARY OF IYMBOLICAL MAIOIRY, 
INCLUDING TH. RoYAL bCH nEG ... ; 

According to the S,.tem pl'lllCribed by the Gnnd Lodge. and Supreme 
Grand Chapter of England. 

Corttpil«l.fro'm 1M 11m M_ic A.tAon, •• 

PRBFACL 
IT .. Ul be unn_ary to detain the reMer for a lingle mODlent. by upatiating on the 

value of a worle lilee tbe preoent. III utility cannot fail to be uniYenalI, admitted. and the 
., .. ODder II. that amid. tb.endlal ..net, of dlctionarleo. lalcou, eneye~. and 
BloUarieo. wltb .. bleb tbe preMnt age aboundl. S,Dlbolieal Muonry." pnetiled in tbla 
country. Ibould beve remaiued 10 long .itbout _ appropriate boole of reference. coDitrueted 
in tbe comprebenaive and """" .. ible form of a DicuoDary. 

An idea of tbe ablOlute benefit arIoing from lucb a publication. appean to be~. been 
entertained on tbe Continent nearl, a eentur)' ago. when ... Fleury publiabed bll .. Die. 
tionnaire de l'Ordre de la F4Iicia.!." for tbe .... of tb. Androg:rne Lodgeo ... tbe, .. ere 
then denominated. or lodgeo .. hieb admitted. indiaeriminately. candidatea and memben of 
eitber_. 

A fe .. yean later. Pernetti Jlubliabed a .. Dictionnaire Mytbo-Herm4tiQue;" and tbere 
the matter _ted for tbe remainder of tbe century. 11 il higbl, probable that tbe lpeeala
tion .... not remunerative. or it .. ould doubtleoa be.e been followed up by aimilar publl. 
cation. on otber brancheo of tb. oclenee. 

In 1805 the attempt .... renewed b, Cbomel. wbo go •• to tb. world an imperfect 
.. Voeabulaire deo Franeo.M~I." .. hicb WIll tranllated into Italian by VilDoui. TbiI 
.... suceeeded by a more compendioul work. edited uuder tbe ouperintendence of M. Quanlin • 
.. hicb be ealled a .. Dic:tionnaire Ma~onniq\le. ou ReeneU d .. Eoquiloeo de touteo leo Partieo 
d.I·Ediflce connu 10111 Ie Nom de M~onnerie. &c.;" and in Germany. about the _ 
period. Bro. G. Leaning publiabe. bll .. Encylelopidie der J"reimaurerei." W. find alao 
th. germ of a dictionary in the" Nomenclatnre et OrdreAlpbeWtique deo Principaua Biteo, 
Coteri .. , Soeietn Seer4teo •• t Gradeo lIof.~nniqueo. "panda. ea PraDce ou danll·Etranger." 
inoerted by Tbory in tbe lint volume of tbe .. Ada Latoaaorum." 

Th. two moot r.erfeet productioal of tbiI el_. are the .. Freimanrer.Le:o:icon." of 
Gadicke. and tbe • Lesicon of Freem .. onry." b,. Dr. Meekey. Grand Secretary of tb. 
Grand Lodge of Soutb Carolina, U.S. But altbough theoe publieatioDi are exeeedingi,. 
well ezceuted. yet tbeir peeuliar cberaeteriatieo .ene to render tbem oaly partially intereot
Ing to the Engliob Fraternity. They dwell too largeiyon conaiatoria1. capitular. ineffable, 
_a .puriono FreemllOary. to be edarted to tbe lute of en Incient Craft M .. on; and it II 
tberefore belined that a vocabulary 0 term. peeu1iar t., Symbolical Muonry. end u~ 
L':,!'.."::~~ri~,!er~:.!!:oc:,avenience of expeditiol1l reference. wUl pron an _ep Ie 

It will be apparent at a single glance. tbat tbe plan I haYe adoped. II to gi.e the beat 
definitions from tbe beot writera. witb tbe name of the author attaebed to neb artiel •• 
Thi. method b .. been prefened ... it w .. tbougbt que.tioaabl. wbether tbe Fraternity 
would ba .. eunaidered tbe explanatlonl of an individual Brother to po ..... &bet nndoubted 
autborit,. ... itb which every book of reference ou,bt to he In" .. ted. 

I ba.. oeleeted from a.dieke·. German Lesieun ... bieh b .. been 10 well tranolated by 
Bro. Wallon in tbe .. Froemuoal' Quarterly Review." aU tb. matter wbleb appli .. to 
S,mbolic:al MaIOnry; bocanoe It i. of great ftlue .. aa evidence. tbat howner Conlinental 
lIofuonry _y ba •• been abuled by tbe innontioDl of deaiping men. it Itill retalna tb. 
ortbodoz prineipl.. enunciated by tbe ancient Fraternity. For tbOle articleo that are 
Ramel,,"Z 1 am Dlyoclf responoible, tbey are eitber original, or .elected from one or other 
of my pUDlication •• 

On an attentive peruoal of tbe work. the reeder will find &bet tbe definitions beYe been 
Itndiouoly contraeted iato .. brief a "p_ aa poaaible conaiatently wltb peropicaity. III 
order to in ..... e tbe number of wordi, and make tb. book more generally noel"'. It 
contaiDI a IDmlllllr)' view of tbe whole S,ltem of Blue araaonry. b1 a Careful cond_tiOIl 
or all tbat haa been ner written on tbe Inbject; Intelligible to the Fraternltr. and 
mJlterioul to the profane. And DIJ pu ....... will be effectuall' ............ if tbe eapl._ 
tiona bore gi.en of tb. teebnieal and otber _ of Muonry oball premo of .ulllcient ftlue 
to induce tbe superficial Brotber to iner .... bll ltook of knowledge by a reference to otber 
wow. where tlie oubjoeto are more CO.l:IODOI, handled; or to confirm the more ad~eed 
:..."!":n~n t!~:.utb of tiloae -.d P ncipl ... to tbe Itud, of w bleb he beo dnoted biI 

My eioling ed.ice .hall be-be wbo \a ambitioDO of becoming a good .... OD. DlDOt work, 
II our ancient Brethren worked, wltb FaaaDolII, Faava.c:y. Ind ZEAL. 

GEORGE OLIVER, D.O. 
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REVELA ~O=~S ffib ~ II r~ OF A SQUARE; 
EXHIBITING A GRAPHIC DISPLAY 

THE 

ilQlings mtb ~oi~s of ~mhttntfrtt anb ;;mptt~ ~ltsons, 
p§t;;:rA4 T£¥'E 

'1'0 'f •• 

CONTENTS. 

CBAPTU I.-THE REVIVAA. 
Dr. Daqulien-1717-1722. 

EL-AEL'ACK AND AAFENGE. 
Dr. Andenon-1722-1740. 

I±Z,-Pl'LACESCK'~'NS, 
Martin 0Iaro-I740-1747. 

V.~NEST0L 
EnCsC, Hs"mn" Calco,S, Hutcl'in.on~' 

1760-I 7(1g. 

NI.-llT RAIl'1i, ! 
Dunckerley-1771l-1771. 

VIL~D I l' I PIN 
Yh, Doll1l1771i,}777. 

Z',UPTtt IX.~lZIRE I 
capt. Smith-I779-1i85. 

X,~tECltgTS. 

Noorthouek-1785-li90. 

XL~C R T,l' S. 
TegaT-179,,179t. 

XII, GOAL AN 
D",,±-17f>t,l798, 

XUI.-BEGGING MASONS, 
Jottt-17il,,1800, 

XIV.-LEGENDS. 
Rtt, JethT 7n .. ,,~i-18t~t'1803, 

XV.-LADY MASONS • 
• [tt"ck, Shtdbolt~180S,1810. 

XVI.-THE SCHISM HEALED. 
VUI,-DlS,!"UTES AN!),~.?UABBLES. 

"","to='177, ''8,9. 
Dr. Hemming-ISIO-181J. 

EMBELLISHED WITH CURIOUS ENGRAVINGS. 

The above work must not be accounted fabulous and without authority 
betTLSe itt llontllllta aret cooot,mniclttizd tll'LUgte bllZteimT'te mlZ'GiTm. The 
autnor is possesaed of authentic vouchers tor every trLll8&CtllZ'Z, ante he not 
a_m that a single event has either been misrepresented, or heightened in 
COlt}tlrintl ,tr tltrspelltive. Thit boote cOtlreins trutl VicLAte 05' the 
manners, customs, usages, and ceremonies of successive periods during the 

~~'~~!!:tZlS drllT~ffmm ~~lzl~~!n~5'~~~~:rg J:~ ~~~=:; ~,ei~::~i~ 
they respectively flourished, and under whose active and judicious superio-

::::~=ttn";~:fl::r::! =r~:ri~;lZ:m!~~:ri~;.lZts'he w~~~,in::ll, :~~:: 
nn<Euestionably E,rovea welcome addition to the meagre history of Masonry 
dUril'g tl1cr sa,m., pesfuz<d, whirh {rr,lZ' the pen rlf Bm, iTmteD, 
and which, in fact, is almost the only register to which we can refer for a 

~~r:!~~:: to: thrl ~:~ni~Jort~:!i:~::~u.::,i~~:~.~lI~!:~ ~mmrcnry from 



Pt:BI.ISHED BY BRO. R. SPENCER, 1I6. GREAT QUEEN STREET. 18 
-_._-------

In Demg811O., Price 11M. 6d. (plUl/t'u). MlIIOIIic gUt clo/A hOGl'tb. 

THE SYMBOL OF CLORV; 
SHOWING THE OBJECT AND END OF FREEMASONRY. 

Z. TJDaT ••• Z..CTVaJl •• 

Each lpeelllcalIr dedicated b)' a written addreu. to the W. If., OiIIeen, and Brethren of 
one of the Thirteen Lodpi of whieh the Allthor i. an honotlt)' member. 

wttla _ Alle.-orlcal ~Dttspt_ by .1'0. ;,. BIU"I'lII. 

u OLD IIBIf IIA Y B. paILKITTJ:D TO aPBAK LORG, .BCAU •• Ilf TU. COJlIIOK COV.'. 
O. )lATua. TaB .. CANNOT IIAY. LONG TIM. TO ....... : ... -Sir W..u ... Ikoll. 

CONTENTS. 
VALBDICTOay ADDaB .. TO TUB SUB.caIB ••• BY NAil.; coDtaillillg a penonal narra. 

tiv. of the moti_ which iadneed the A"thor to become an ""polito. of llluonry, and 
produced the aeries of publieatiou of whieb this is intended to be the Cape·"tone aDd 
CroWD. 

r.«Iu,e 1.-011 the Preoent State of the IIInoDic Science-Epistle Dedicator)' to tb. 
Grand lIIuter, Grind Ofllee .. , and lIIembe .. of the Grand Lodge of lluoaebuoettl, U.S. 

r.«. II.-On the Poetry and Pblloao~)' of Freemuonr)'-Epi.tle dedicator)' to the 
W. III., Oflleen, and BrethreD of the Social Friendsblp, Ifadna, No. 826. 

r.«. IIl.-A few Obaervaticml on tbe ge Lectures, .. ith lome Inltrllctionl how to 
acquire a competent knowledge of tbem-Epistle dedicatory to tbe Bank of England 
Lodge. London, No. 329. 

Lee. IV.-On tbe Doetrin .. coDtained iD the Lodp l.eelllrca-Epiltle dedicatory to tbe 
Shakl~ Lodge, Warwick, No. 356. 

Let:. V.-The TwilYe Deftnitionl of tbe Cirele and Parallel Lin .. conoldered-Eplotie 
dedicator}' to the Witham Loclae, Lincoln, No. 874. 

Lee. VI.-Enquiry into tbe true kesning of the Cirele and Parallel Lines-Eplotle dedi. 
catory to St. Peler'. Lodge, Wolverhamptan, No. 1107. 

Lee. VII.-Tbe Three Great Ligbts at tbe Foot of tbe Muonie LaoJder ""plained, .. itb 
a deoeription of the Ladder and ito accompanimento-Epistle dedleatory to St. Georp'. 
Lodge, Montreal, No. 643. 

Lee. VJIJ.-On tbe Theological Virtuel. and tbeir applieati.on to FreelDUoDf)'-Eplotle 
dedicator}' to St. Peter'1 Lodge, Peterborougb, No. 11-16. 

Lee. IX.-Ezplanation of tbe Cloud)' CanoPJ and ill attendant SJmbola at the Summit of 
the Ladder-Epistle dedicato.,. to tbe Firlt Lodge of Light, BlrmiDgham, No. 6811. 

Lee. X.-ApplieotioD of tbe Cloud)' Canopy and ill attendant Symboll to Freemuonry
Epiatie dedicatory to tbe Royal StoDdard Lodp, Kldderminlter, No. 730. 

Lee. XI.-Enquiry into the true Uuonic Reference of tbe Blazing Stu-Eplltle dedica. 
tory to tbe Lodge Rislnglltar of W .. tem India, Bombay: on the Reglolr)' of Scotland. 

Lee. XII.-Generill Import of the Symbol of Glo'1-Epiatle dedicatory to the Lodp Ligbt 
of the Nortb, Londonderry; No. 69 on tbe Regiltry of Ireland. 

LN. XIJJ.-Recapitulatlon-Eplotle dedicatory to tbe Lodge of Hope and Cbarit)'. Kidder. 
minlter. No. 623. 

EXTRACT FROII THE FIRST LECTURE • 
.. The times In wbleb we n •• are peculiarl)' ebaraeterized b)' compreheDaive eaqtlirlea 

and Inpnioul opeeulatioDi for tbe improvement of Seience; and .. bUe Eleetricil)' and 
Cbemlstry, Steam and au, and lfachinery of e.ery kind, are eamelll), engaged In a con. 
tention ror IUperiorit)', FreemUODry maot not paule OD tbe tbresbold. Wblle the world 
moves on in an DDiDterrupted progreol towardo perfection, lIIuonr), mat not .taad ltill; 
for if Ihe beoitateo eve. ao littli, time will pall. and Ibe "ill be dlotaaeed in tbe race." 

SIC ITUR AD ASTRA • 
.. Nollfember of the Ifuonie body bu dane more to &dvan.ethe prineipleo of the Order 

tban tbe writer of tblo book, who bu proYed tbat this fraternal Iyltem il hued on tho 
noblest principles, and calculated, wben carried out according to itl primeeval iDteDtiou, 
to be tbe bandmaid of true religion. We will not attempt to .Iplain the object of thIo. 
the lut, u we regret to bear, of the man)' ueellent treatioeo wbicb Dr. On,er bu writteD. 
This mucb, bowever, we mllit la)': firat, tbat wboev.r read. it, be be a member of the 
m)'ltic tie or not, will derive mucb pleasure from ill rel.arebel, and a large amount of 
inatnartion. The book il elegantl)' printed, and dele"el tbe amouDt of patronage whicb 
an infiuendll IUboeription-U.t proves bu heen .w.rded to it b)' the lII_ic Brethren, In 
token of tbeir eoteem for one wbo baa Indeed faithfullJ and .. alOUlI,. perfonned bIo allotted 
'talk in blo da)' and generation. "-Bell'. Mea...,... See _lao Frum_.... Qwrlcrl8 
M.,mlUl """ JlellietD. the Mo....., Hmdd. and either PeriocIleaIo. 
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WORKS ON JPREBIIA,90NBY, BY DB. OLIVBB. 

THE PUBLISHER'S ADDRESS TO THE FRATERNITY, 
On reprintiDg new EdWona of \he '.1'IaeoarUio ~ of ~ 

1DaIIODlT, and BieDa and B7Dlbol& 

TaB .. Talaahle lfuoDic ,,"orb of Dr. OU"er ba";", heeD out of prillt -,an, 
Bro. SpeDCe!' take. thil opporhmily of UUlOIIDCiII"that the A,alllor haoi ~ for * 
prell aew editio .... _y mueh impro1'ed, by -.eful ~Ition. IIIIl uditiolg, ill ... 
tratlDI wblt may baYe appeared obOe...... aDd addiD, the .... a1to of mcreued meditaliou 
aDd aJMri-, to &llpleDt thtdr ftIue aDd NIl_ th_ men worthy of........--. 

There Ia aothiDI UDder tbe IUD-1ltcept the worb of tbe CnatDr, which are all perfect
that Ia Dot luaceptible of gradual aDd .acceui" improwmeuto. E'ftlI'J'lhiD, ia eoDllaud, -m, forward IOward. perfectiOD, bDt it will DOl be COD.1UIlIII&tIId tiD Death hu tiro .... 
hi. aatile curtIIiD I'OIIDd UI all, aud that awful KiDI of Terron baa expeaded the 1.- IIIIVW 
iD m qDi.er, aDd relilDod hia broke bow mto the baDd of apiriDl Time. Boob, how 
iDpDio~ IOO1'er thoy may hi" beeu oripallf compiled, are oubject to)be __ a ....... 
iDI law of trau.itiOD; aDd ... ., Iucee .. i". repnDt, darlD, the lif. Of the IIlthOl', at leu!, 
OUSbt to uhihit UDetJ.Di1'OOl1 tokeua of hia iDdUlIrr aud perH1'Oruace. 

Whether tbla priDCl{'Je baa beeu IllCCOIafuI)y eUried out iD the DeW EditioDa of thac 
Worb, mUll be labmitted to the reader'. judsmeut. 

I. 12mo., price Se!Jerl SmlliAg. (poll free), a lIew Bdmo., toilA 
eopiotu Notel by lit' A.thor, 

SleNS AND SYMBOLS~ 
ILLUSTRATED AND EXPLAINED IN A COURSE OF TWELVE 

LECTURES ON FREEMASONRY • 

• 
LECTURE I.-INrRODUCTION. 

The ancient symbolical system, as it is developed in this Lecture, is well 
worthy of a Mason's attention. 

LECTURE n.-ON THB ALL.SUING Ey •• 
An awful subject of contemplation, and illustrated by a display of learning 

and serions disqtisition that cannot fail to be profitable to every well.disposed 
Brother. 

LECTURE III.-ON THB SURNT. 
The origin and secret reference of this symbol in Freemasonry are here 

aatiafactorily elucidated. 

LECTURE IV.-ON THB CHB:aUBIIf. 
This truly Masonic symbol is copiously considered in all its significant 

bearings; and, by the mode of treatment here adopted, an abstruse subject 
is simplified by detached explanations of its component part.. 

LECTURE V.-ON THJ: DBLUGB. 
The Flood and its accompaniments haTe given many appropriate IIJIDboII 

to Frtllmll8ODl'1, which are illustrated in the present Lecture jointly and Ia 
detail. 
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LECTURE VI.-ON THB MTIITBlUOU8 DAJUUrJI88 0. THB THrAD 
DBGBEB. 

An interesting subject satiICactorily explained; together with an account 
of the emblems of the Third Desree, and their application to the various 
incidents by which it is distinguished. 

LECTURE VII.-ON TBB THUB PILLAJI&-WISDOM, &ruNGTH, AND 
BBAUTY. 

These celebrated supporters of a Lodge are deseribed with all their gennine 
a.ttributes of power. 

LECTURE VIII.-ON THB MASONIC LADDBR. 

In this Lecture it is shown, that a similar mode of ascent to heaven was 
"USed in all ancient nations, both J elf and Gentile. 

LECTURE IX.-ON THB POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE. 

Replete with learning and research. 

LECTURE X.-ON THB MASONIC APRON. 
This badge of innocence is traced to its origin, and it appears to have been 

used amongst all nations and people from the beginning of time. 
U" Among otber RlrutraliOfl8 in this volnme, the following will be found 

in this Lecture, viz. :-The .. Persian Apron," .. Indisn Apron," .. Jewish 
Apron," .. Egyptian Apron" and the" Ethiopian Apron." 

LECTURE XI.-ON THE GOVERNMENT OJr THE LoDGB. 
An important subject, and worthy tbe attention of !!Very Brother who is 

desirous of establishing a Masonic reputation. 

LECTURE XII.-CONCLUSION OF THE CoURSE. 
It contains an eJ:planation of many symbols which were not included in 

the plan of tbe preceding Lectures. 

The INDEX points out that Three Huudred Symbols have been illustrated in 
the body of the Work. 

* * * When the first Edition of this work was published, I received several 
hundred letters of commendation from the Fraternity, whicb encouraged me 
to proceed in my design of elucidating the general principles of the Craft: 
assured, in common with many other scientific Brethren in various parts of 
the globe, that tbe principles, history, and traditions of the Order are, and 
ought to be, subjects of free discussion.-G. O. 

or Tbia book ia well written. aad merila a place ill nery gentielDaD·.library. whethu be 
be a Brother or not ... -GmI""" .... ·, Ma,uiflll • 

.. We hope eaough b .. been uid to indllce every Brother. who wowd lie reali, a llluoa. 
to panUM the yolwne; aad we ..... in fraternal liIlceritJ. uoure bim thllt hia acquiaitioa 
will be a jewel be,oad priee. To our learned Brothu. the lteY. Dr. Oliver. WI llnaft'eetedlJ 
oIfer the homage of grateful aad oiacere reapeet for the laboun he h .. undertUen.-for 
the puN ............ he boa ,bown.-for tbe .pirit of iatelligea", BOOdwill. aad tNe piety. 
which. while the, ,bed a lWlue roand hie • Signa aad S,mboll.· teach the hem of tbe 
lIluoa to loye. aad tbe 80W to pniH aad to mapif:r Him who liveth In the heaven •• "-
1'mIn-" QuMler" R..uw. 
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WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, BY DR. OLIVER, 

Ifl 12_., prlee 7.. (pNl,frft), II Nelli Bdiliora, fIIiIi 
Addiliofltd Nolu ad 111"",..,io"., 

THE THEOCRATIC PHILOSOPHY OF" 
FREEMASONRY. 

IN TWELVE LECTURES ON ITS SPECULATIVE, OPERATIVE, AND 

SPURIOUS BRANCHES. 

LECTURE 1.-SpeculativeMa80nry a;amined fender." Denomi~ 
of "Lw;," 

Thil Lecture Ihowl In what JlWlDe' Lltrht II identified with Freemuonl'J'; and die 
eTideneea adduced In rroof of the prnpoaltion haTe heen aelooted from authentic doca
menta, Heathen II wei at Jewish. 

2.-V itnD of Specu.latiH Ma807Iry (UI a Syltem of ~"lIarity. 
The operation of thll prominent Muogic V"1l'tue II dilcuaaed In all ita forma. 

3. - TkePerfection to which Operati'1J6 or Scientific Ma80llry W(UI carried 
in eke earlie8t tifM8. 

We haTe here lome of the great princil'lea of Freemuonr)' traced to a ".r)' eul)' period 
n the hiltor), of maD. as a repl1 to the objeetioDl which Ire 10 conlldentl), nrged apiDlt 

our claiml to antiquit)'. 

4.-Hiatorical Account of tke OrigifJ, PrOf/rul, and Design of tie 
SpurioUl Frwmaaonry. 

Thil will be found an intereatlng Lecture to all who are delironl of traelng the .. 10m· 
blaDce between the true Ind the IpurioUl Freemasonry. 

5.-On tke Origin of Hieroglypkicl. 
No perIOD can aspire to the ehuacte. of .. I bright Muon" who II ifDorant of 1)'10' 

bolieal learning; and here he il furnl.hed with competent instruction In that pl ... lng 
sma,. 

Hierogl1Phieo are Ipplled in the Sixth Lecture to the IpurioUl Freemasonry; and tile 
nadar wUf lind an ample lIeld of reaearch open to him in ilIU1tration of thll eurIoua 
mbject. 

7.· -TIle True Freemasotary in all Ages ,how" to kave been" Petllltl in 
Alll'1lory and Illuaerat«l b.v SyrnOOla." 

The laDle lubjeet i. continued b)' an application of the doetriDe to onr _yatem of Free
m .. on.),; Ind the Lecture contalna mneh intereating and neeM information, that wID 
ampl)' repaJ an atten&lYe peruw. 
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S.-InqllsI)' wlletlter lite Union of .lJpectllatifJ6 and OpemtifNJ Masonl)' 
was accomplislled at tlte building of King Solomon's Temple. 

Will be read with profit and plouu ... hy every lIfaaonie inquirer, for it containa mllcla 
valuable information on the dilpoeition and working of the Lodget at the hllilding of Solo. 
mon'a Temple. 

The ahove IUbject il here eztended to a deteription of the detaill, and containl a aeriea 
of facta which every UlIOn oUlht to know. 

1O.-0n tll6 Form and Di8p08ition of a MasoRs' Lodge. 

In thll Lecture the occult priueiplea of a Lodge are copiously elucidated in a plain and 
rammer manDer. 

11.-0n tM Ceremonies of Opening, Closing, Laborer, and 
Re.frullmenl. 

On theae lubjecta the Eleventh Leetu ... II abundantly e"planatory. 

]2.-7'IIe Beauties of Freemasonry ezempli/Wl, and iea p6Cllliar eer,
,nonies and obseroancea ,IIown to be juaiciousl.!lselected, rationally 
maintained, and Ai!lh!y advantageous to those who arc versed in 
tMir moral and8ymtJotica.l rejertJ'/lCes. 

The concluding Lecture 1111 .. _ Labonr and Ref_hment; the Th ... e De~; the 
Greeter and Leo .. r Lighta; the Lansuase of 111 aaonry I the Three Pilla .. ; the Cloudy 
Canopy; Xaat and Wett Proeeaolon.; and many other ceremoniet and ohaenaneea. 

The COROLLARY contains a General Review of the Snbject. 

II To a Lodge poUHaeCl of the meano amoDgot Ita OWD memben of elucidatinl the 
betutiet of Freemaaonry iD the working Lecture., thi. work II moot valuable. It ill ... 
tratel much that thete eOlloquialletlODl leave imperfect, and reDden tbem of .till greater 
.. Iae to the proficieDt. And to a Lodge iguorant of or but partially .... ed in thoee 
lIfuonlc apo.itionl, the Twelve J.eeturea are aboolutely Indllpen.able. Row many a 
young and aealOUI Ifuon might dUrn .. delight and impro.ement to hi. B ... thren, by 
Hading alond one of the Twelve Lect"rel at .Ieh monthly meeting of the Lodge. WhO 
Ia there who Cln 'lnietly eatimato the benellta which would Brite to FreemaaoDry from 
emulation thnl ."",ted; and wbat better ute could be mad. of thee betutiful reaulta of 
hia peraevering uaiduit)'-of the aerelae of the rare talenta wllh which the Almighty 
Ardiitect of the unlyerae haa bleaaed him-who haa thUl placed them at our dial>ooal7 In 
their uuivenai use, w. hope to _ a grateful and moet fraltflll reaponae."-P'..--.. • 
QutWkrly RniCIII • 

.. Ifotb .... hould ,till be~tieal-·if th.,wantanymore to conn_them that thiaollent 
ayatem il maintained for lOme ,004 and wile purpoae, then we would recommend a 
pernaal of thil worlr, whlcb, althouSh It may neither e"'plain nor limplify, muat -'e 
CcmIcIenee and lAUrance-Dot by the power of ita argumeDt and reuoDiD,. of which it 
baa IIlenty when it II JleCetIII1' to Uhibit It-Dot by Ihe practical character of ita matter, 
In which it no doubt abound, to tbe initiated-but olmply by the tone of eluuity, 
beanole .... , and goo4will to all, which Ia no len apparent in the writiur. then In the 
conduct of the learned .uthor. It II Impoeaible to rIU from thll book WIthout -yin!, 
• Although there b much that i. Incomprehenllble bere. yet there I. enough, and more 
than enoash, to convin .. me that that "r-tom mUlt be a pure one which Dumben IUch 
a writer amons ita lead .... ' '·-Star",..I ...... Enflli"er. 
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,. OIW Vol_, JIll" &0., Price 7 •• 64.,60 ... " ill clotA, 

A WORK OF SINGULAR AND VARIED INTEREST, 
.KTl7L.D 

STRAV LEAVES 
."011 

A FREEMASON'S NOTE-BOOK. 
BY A SUFFOLK RECTOR. 

CONTENTS. 

CIt.."I" I.-SIB WILLIUI WB •• FOLUTT IK EABLY LI.B.-1'IIia Chapter will be 
found particularly inte_tin!!: to Ihe Brethren of De'I'on: it reren 10 that able lawyer 
aDd Humable llluon'. earl)' bfe. The re'l'erend author wu a achool.feUo1J uul penoDAI 
friead of tbe lale diltingui.bed Attorney.General. 

Chap. II.-TOE SOLDJaE III .... OK.-A curious DarratiYe of .truggle aDd principle. A 
Sketeb from Real Life. .. A. a military man I CUI .. y. and I .peak from erperience. that 
I ba.e known many IOldien who were Muona: I ne'l'er knew B BOOd Muon who w .. a 
b..t IOldier."-Lord C"".61!1'111tf'tJ. P.G.JI.for Claealair~. 

CIa"p. III.-To. ANTI.IIAIOKIC VlcAB,-",remarllable .lOry. 
CII"p. IV.-Ta. Cu.", OP T"LIU'T.-Edmund Kean and Dr. Lant Carpenter. 
Claq. V.-CAKKIWG IK a.TI ..... KT.-Whatever relatea 10 Caaning mut aI ... y. 

pouea. intere.t for tbe general reader. 
Clap. VI.-A L,T •• ABY 801 ..... -Th,. Chapter i. an aeeount of the Author'. recoUec. 

tiona of a public day at Hant aDd Robin.on· •• Ihe eminent publiaben. when in their 
_Ith. InlJoducinJr at their hoopitable board Bir Walter Scott. MatnrIn, Laetilia 
Matilda H.wllino, the two Miu Portera, the Autboreaa of" Rome in the 19th Centvy," 
Gift'ord the Reviewer, tbe ill·fated Colton, Sir Tho_ Lawrenee, Preoident of the BoJaI 
Aeadem),. &c. 

Cit.". VII.-T •• M."8u .... "T.D OUT TO OTa ....... 7 .. D 70 U. AGAIK.-AD inter. 
eadng and tbrilling tale: It originaUy appeared in Blacllwood'. Maruine, and caued 
at tb8 time mucb IOn .. tlon. 

Cit.". VIII.-Ta .. FO •• 'GK Bo.c ...... AKD 7a .. BBITlla S7A7 .... A&.-AD Episode 
in the _ of Clnnin\!, and H"okIuon. 

CA •• IX.-NIDus PAla.auM, 0& Taa U SPAaKowa's N.ST" AT I •• WICB.-TJU. 
Chapter will ha.e It. bait for Ihe Ipowieh and Suffolll Muono: Mr. Sparrowe being B 
well·llnown member of Ihe Craft, and hi. hOUle one of tbe moot .p1endld piecH of anti. 
qni:l in the 8Ounly; inclading in_tinft partleulara of Ihe diaeoYery, in the _Iy part 

)fla "cl:i::h~.f::~i.:r,.~tJ::r~:~ce:~~~uppoaed 10 he.e been tbe bicIIag.pl .... of 

Cit.". rx.-A MAIOK IK HIGa PLAC.I, BIIUOP O.II"OLD.-A Chapter to lDt_t the 
Bretbren of the New World. 

Claq. XI.-A SOV ..... ,GK; A LADY III WAITIKG; AKD A S.CBH. 
C,..". XII.-LISTOK I 0", 7a .. Ih'L""CBOLY OP M, .. 7a. 
Cltap. XIII.-T •• Ja ..... "., MAaOK.-A Cbapter of .trildag Intereat. 
Cia.". XIV.-A MAIO"'. HO"B; N.W.7.AD AB.BY AKD COLOKBL WILD .. A&.-Thia 

Chapter will intereal the Craft In general, the Nottinghamabire M_nl In particaIu, as 
It _taina aome .trllling tralta of eharaeter of the late II00t Worabipful Gnad Muter, 
the Dulle of SUllO, a freqlllnt gneat of the boopitable Coloael. ineludlnl aJao QI.
VIctorIa, the Duke of Wellington, &c. &c. 

Cia.". XV.-Ta. LAT" S .. v. Ro •• aT LYNA .. AKD 'lB. P .. I .... IK TIl. CavaeH. 
C,.".. XVI.-A G.ARD MA.T ... •• AKC ... ftAL HALL.; B".7IK .. A&D DO&&I&G'I'O&.

ThI. Chlpter will Interelt the old Lelee.ter.hi .. lIruoal, aDd thoaewho __ the 
eeJabrated Earl Moire, flnt lIarquia of Budnll', • late mueh-beIcmod GnatlM ... 

CItap. XVII.-BALP A DO ... K WO .. DI A.OUT 7B. POD .. 
CItap. XVIII.-Ta. T.u. POLICY 0 .. 7a. Ou ... 

.. It contain. man,. ·1 ..... • wblcb will be read with great Intereat ... _s..wo, 2'ltotn • 

.. A TOlame of light and arrreeable reading. eridond, from the pen of one whO bll mill:ed 
larply and freely wltb men of pain. and hlgb poUlieallnfluenee. and who Is acquainted 
wIt1a the mona pbaaea of modern aociety."-Douf'Ia J....-obl', N...".".,. • 

.. 'ftIe work 80ntainl lOme enriOUl .necdotea of eminent men of tba preaent day. In 
abort, the 8nffolll RecIOr baa produeed a work whieb, by maldnllt reYOlYe entirel,. rouad 
JIefIOu of note familiar to the reader, and by •• lIlllul mlata .. Of truth IDd fIetIon, bea 
Ibe reader'. attention and enpgea bls I)'mpalb,."-Jolt" Bull • 

.. Who would not wlab .ncll .. book 10 baYe allrlle aaJe 7 W. moat .nIaJJ, do: and 
_ &lVlf oa, dIat It baa man, merlta to re.mmena It to the pablIc."-~ f'IfumIt. 
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THE F.EE.A •••• ~ QUAITEILI MA.AIIIE 
AND REVIEW for 1850, bound in Muollic Gnt Cloth 

I. rl. 
Boards ............................................ .. 

1861 ditto ........................ .. 
. 1852 ditto •••••. " " •..••••••••.•••• 

The Freemasons' Qaarterly Maguine for 18li3, in uniform binmn, 
for 1854, ditto 

The :Freemasons' Montbly Maguine lor 181)5, ditto 
for 1856, ditto 
for 18li7, ditto 

The Freemasons' Maguine for 181)8, ditto 
Jan. to June, 1859, ditto 

Freemasons' Maguine aud MalOnic Mirror (New Seriea) July to Dec. 
1859, bonnd in cloth ................................. . 

---.----------- Jan. to Dec., 1860, do. 
------.---.---'--- Jan. to Dec., 1861, do. 

Jan. to Dec., 1862, do. 
Jan. to Dec., 1863, do. 

----- Jan. to Dec., 1864, do. 
---.---.--------- Jan. to June, 186li, do. 

13 0 
13 0 
13 0 
12 0 
9 6 

13 6 
13 6 
14 6 
32 0 
16 0 

lli 0 
30 0 
30 0 
30 0 
30 0 
30 0 
15 0 

* * * The FreeDUUlODB' Kaaazine and JIlaeonio lIlirror is now 
printed in 4to., and publiabed in Weekly Numbers and Monthly Parts. 
Subscribers' Names received by BRO. R. SPENCER, 26, Great Queen Street. 

N.B.-hEEMASONS' Ql1AllTnLY bTl.w, Fi,.,t &riI!fl,I834 to 1842. 
R. S. can only make np a few Sets of this Series. 

Latel, pulJlUW, prie, 7 B. 6tl., in elol/., gilt edg". 

THE HISTORY AND ARTICLES 
OF MASONRY.' 

(Now first publiahed from a MS. in tbe British Mnseum), 

Dedicated, by permission, to the 

R.W. BRO. JOHN HAVERS, ESQ., P.J.G.W., 
President of the Board of General Purposes. 

Edited by 

BRO. MATTHEW COOKE. 

'!'his curious History of the Craft, with its Articles and Points, written in 
the Istter part of the fifteenth century, Is one of tbe mOlt Ancient Records 
of Masonry elltsDt. It is printed in black letter. rubricated, and accompa. 
llied by a Version in Modem Orthography, on tbe opposite pages. together 
with a Fac.Simile of the Original MS., a Dedication, Notes, and Index. 
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Book Con"£4tutl"",, of iil"""d 'L'''ilge of fingia",Y, with f'latel, £. d. 
new edition, 8'1'0. bound in cloth 0 2 0 

Ditto, "ew 4',,,1,,on, the h,)"ket, ,mto ilitto ditt" 0 0 
N.B.-The E. A. Charge and Song printed separately, and 

gi"es" with "ach ""il"! of th" Bos,k of Constitutions. 
Roy"31' ,"l'ch fiesgulahml'), Gm"d Chl'hzer of fingland, with hfites 0 0 
.... ,* The Book of Conatitutions and Royal Arch Regulations, 8'1'0., 

fi)""d ,'ne ""lume, "hole ,,"kf, gilt "'"¥aso"k tool, 
lng, 121.; half. bound, with gilt tooling, 8s. 
dk,)k Con)zitestiong esf Gmt,d L"dx<e of rkotiaesz" ne" 

edition, cloth 0 1 6 
IJZtto Y'eland, "ith La", of tiz) A" fi. T" izup. G, C. of 

fiites and Role Croil: Uegreea, new U,z2h • • 0 0 
Statutel of the Order of Masonic Knights Templar of England 

WaTm, and finight) of hi"lta, nzz" editi"" withhlate§ 0 6 
Ditto Ditto with the Plates highly coloured. • 0 4 6 

{Yonst4t"tion. th" krand kodge Mar{ Mas2tzr, clrYsz 0 2 

Regulation. of the Snpreme Grand R. A. Chapter of Scotland, with 
lz,z4'yzd itt ",oth 0 4, 

Royal Arch Scripture Edracts and Installation Prayers, new 
edition, h)z,d80Z'zd{ prirt)d in 4to., bmmd in cloth. 

'!breeLYason1z; 31'ermzzzz§, by Re,. W. J, 31"ercy 
Single Sermons, by the Rev. Bros. Bradshaw, Burrowel, Cox, 

31'"""ith,,,, Dakm"e, F'''izzzzan, mead"2k, £'krylh, Iiill, 14)"%0'11', 

Neale, Poole, Rawlinlon, Roberta, Slade, Taylor, Wright, 
azz31' Wai31')zz, Sil:31'zzrzce arz31' One 31'31'illin31' zzrz"Zh. 

The History of Freemuonry and the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 
fzz,m its Yrzztitutimz in 2726 to przrzzrzt Pzrk,d, coi,zyziled 
frrz'1D the P..ooords i with Ghaptrzm on Knights Trz"Zplar, 
Knights of 8t. John, Mark Masonry, and Royal Arch Degree, 
&),' and Apil)rzdix Valrzrzitle P"y,,,m, &eiZmal oT rzhich 
are published for the fint time; by W. A. Laurie, Sec. to 
til" L, Sco[t'nd; mith a zzrzloureil Glleg",i(zal Grzimtis
piece, and other Illustrationl, 8'1'0., bound in cloth •• 

o 4 0 
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• BRO. R. SPENCER'S MASONIC DEPOT. 

Freemasons' Quarterly Re,iew, Second Series, 1843 to 1849, £ .•. tl. 
7 Toll., Masonic gilt cloth boards, reduced to 3 13 6 

N.B.-The Supplementary number, published in 1843, 
containing a Memoir of His late R. H. the Duke of 
Suasex, M.W.G.M., embellished with a fine Portrait, 
and fae-simile of bit handwriting, sold separately 

List of the Foreign Masonic Lodges (1846), with a abort History 
of Freemasonry in Europe, duriug the past Century 

Sandys Short View of the History of Freemasonry, cloth 
Hodges Masonic Fragments, &c., ofWorcesterabire, cloth 
Biographical Memoir of the Hon. Mrs. Aldwortb (the Female 

Freemason) 
The Masonic Minstrel; being a complete collection of upwards of 

200 Masonic Songs, Odes, Anthems, &c., with a lilt of 
Toast. and Sentiments. 3s. Gd. cloth, 4s. roan, gilt edges. 

Melodia Masonica: Five Songs and a Trio, set to Music and 
arranged by Bro. C. H. Purday, new edition 

Two Chants and an Anthem, set to music and composed by Bro. 
G. F. Taylor, for the use of Mark Masters' Lodges .. 

Twelve Original Masonic Songs by Bro. S. N. Evans 
:Masonic Lectures, by BroB. Margoliouth, Dowty, Cbadwick, 

Gough, and Nicholson, each •• 
Masonic Lecture, by Bro. J. J. Moody .. 
Freemasons' Calendar and Pocket-Book, with E. A. Charge and Song 
Clarke's History of the Minden Lodge, from 1748 to 1848 
The Early History of Freemasonry in England, by J. O. Halli-

well, from a MS. in tbe British Museum, cloth 
Masonic Charge for the First Degree and the Entered Apprentice's 

Song, per dozen, 2s. .• •• per 100 
Three Lectures :-" Tbe Duty of the Master," by Bro. J. F. 

Townsend, D.G.M., Ireland; "The Origin oC Freemason
ry," by Bro. R. Longfield, Q.C.; "The Ethics of Free
masonry," by Bro. Rev. S. G. Morrison, Chaplain Lodge 245, 

Dublin, cloth •• 
Freemasonry-Its Spirit and Scope, a Lecture; by Bro. W. T. 

Wilkinson 
Preliminaries to Masonic Initiation. Four Lectures by Bro. J. F. 

Townsend, LL.D. 
The Flower Shushan; or, the Pillars of Solomon's Temple. 

Translated from the German by R. J. S. 
Harrington'. Desideratum for the Age, a Masonic Work, in two 

Dialogues, cloth •• 
A Selection of Masonic Prayers, for the use of the Craft, by the 

Rev. Henry GryUs, A.M., P.G., Cbaplain, CornwaU, cloth 

o 3 (» 

o 1 0 
030 
026 

• 0 6 

o 3 f) 

026 
010 

010 
016 
020 
036 

026 

o 14 0. 

020> 

o 0 G 

o 0 6 

o 1 O. 

026 

o 1 6-

Digitized by Google 



A 

IIA80NI0 DEPOT, It, O.tiT QUEEN STaEET. 

JIAlQ)SOIlE LODGE PBESBlITS. 

LIBRARY OF MASONIO BOOKS 

TEN POUNDS. 

BRO. ll. SPENOER offer. eM following collection 0/ HtuOnic 
Boo," at the above price/or Cash, N. :-

hblWaedat 

*Dr. Oliver's Historical Landmarks of Freemuonry, 2 vols. cloth 
The History of Initiation, cloth .• 

----Tbe Antiquitiea of Freemasonry, cloth 
---- Symbol of Glory, cloth .• . • 
----Revelations of a Square, cloth 

,--- Institutea of Muonic J uri.prudence 
-----The Freemaaons' Treaaury. cloth.. .. 
----Dictionary of Symbolical Muonry, cloth .• 
------ The Theocratic PhilO8Ophyof Freemasonry, cloth 
----- Signs and Symbols, cloth •• 
----- Star in tbe East, cloth 
---- A Mirror for the Johannite Muons, cloth •• 
----The Book of the Lodge, cloth 
----- The Goldeu Remains of the Early Muonic WriteR, 

5 vols. cloth 
----- Preston's Illustrations of Freemuonry and History, 

new edition, cloth. • • • • • • • • • 
-----Ashe'. Masonic Manual, cloth •. 
----Hutchinson'. Spirit of M8Ionry, cloth 

ApoioU for Freemuonry •• • • 
Stray Leavea from a Freemaaon'. Note.Book, cloth 
Hiato?: of the Foreign Masonic Lodgea •• •• •• •• 
Sandy. Short View of Freemuonry, cloth •• •• •• 
Single Lectures and Sermonl by Cox, Dlkeyne, Margolionth, 

Pool, Roberts, Slade, Moody, Wilkinson, Townsend.. •• 
FreemasoDl' Qnarterly Magazine and Review, New Seriea, for 

1850 and 1851 " •• •• •• •• •• •• 
Harrington'. Deaideratum of the Age, cloth 

£ .•. d. 
200 
010 6 
o 10 6 
o "10 6 
096 
090 
076 
076 
070 
070 
056 
050 
o 5 0 

1 14 0 

0 9 6 
0 7 6 
0 7 6 
0 1 0 
0 7 6 
0 1 0 
0 3 0 

0 8 0 

1 4 0 
0 2 6 

£12 0 0 

N.B.-Any Lodge or Brother wishing for a smaller collection, on the 
payment of Five GUIDe8I will have the privilege to select any Works frolll the 
above List to the amount of Six Guineaa, except that with the * opposite. 

*** A larger collection of Masonic Works is offered for Twenty POIIJIa. 
A list forwarded on application to Bao. R. SPENcEa, Muonlc Dep&t, 26, 
Great Queen Street, London, w.e. 
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BRO. R, SPENCER 
RESPECTFULLY INFORMS THE CRAFT HE HAS ON SALE, 

Prialed tU:t:Ort1iRg 10 11I81rwcliOftl iIIlAe Book qf CoulilutiOl&l.-

DECLARATION AND IIINATORE aDDU, 
1'OR 'rlIB 'USB OJ!' 

XIlIUTB & TREASURBR'S BOOKS, 

:Bound and Half-bound. 

10D8E, CHAPTER, AID ENCAMPMENT BY-LAWS, 

SUMMONSES, 

AND RECEIPT BOOKS, 

Printed and Bound to Order. 

PRESENTATION BIBLES 

FOB 

LODGES, CHAPTERS, AND ENCAMPMENTS, 

Handsomely bound, with Gilt Masonic Tooling. 

* •• BOOKS BOUND WITH MASONIC GILT EMBLEMS IN 

MOROCCO, RUSSIA, VELLUM. CALF, &c. 

It. 
M:ASOlltC DEPOT, 28, GREAT QUEE .. STREET, 

. OPPOSITE FREEMA.SONS" BALL. 
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BRO. RICHARD SPENOER, 
MANUFACTuaEa OF 

CRAFT, MARK-MASTERS', ROYAL ARCH, KNIGHTS TEHPLAR, 

AND ROSB CROIX 

BAoSES, COLLARS, SASHES, 8c JEWELS i 
ALSO 

SASHES AND JEWELS 
0" THE 31sT. 3laND, AND 

SUPlmJD GBAlID COUlfCIL 01' TlDl XXXIII. DB&UIl. 

----~---

~.obgtS, Qi;gaptetS, anh Q£ntltm»mtnts 
SUPPLIED WITH 

FU,BNITURE, REGALIA, BANNERS, &C. &C. 

HARRI~S TRACINa BOARDL 
BRO. R. SPENCER begs to inform the Craft he has pur

chased the Copyright of the Royal Arch and Craft TraciDg 
Boards; also the new and improved Tracing Boards designed by 
Bro. John Harris. These Tracing Boards (the small size) were 
patronized by the late M.W.G.M., H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex, 
who, by special favour, allowed them to be dedicated to him. 

~. a. d. 
ROyal Arch Tracing Boardl, in two coloured designs, 
• bound in a loek eaoe, aioe 9 by &-in. (Unbound, 8s.) .. 0 12 0 
Craft Tracing Board., in three coloured delign., bound in 

a loek cue, Ii ... 9 by II in. (Unbound, lOs. 6d.) •••••• 0 15 0 
•• * Tho aboTe fi.e d •• ignl bound in one case............ I 1\ • 
New and improved Craft Tracing Board., in three coloured 

deaigna, of Firat, Second, and Third Delreca, aile 18 in. 
by lOin ........................................... I II II 

The same highly coloured, and mounted on cardboard from S 2 0 
Tbe lame, framed and glued. • • • • • •• .. •• • ... •• .. •• tiom S 3 0 
The .ame, mounted and varnished. on mahogany alabl, in 

maholany cao., with name and number of LotI .. en-
graved on a b .... plate .......................... from 4 14 II 

AI.o, on Sale, Bro. Harrl.'1 1argo-.lle Tracing Boo.rds, painted in oU, 
price .eg 91. and upwards. 

----- --~ ----~-

R. SPENCER'S MASONIC DEPOT, 
:JO, Great Queen Street, Linooln's-Inn Fields, 

OPPOSIU JrB ..... A80NS· HALL, LONDON, W.C. 
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