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PREFACE. 

WilEN a: publication ·on·anovel sub
ject has. issued! from the. pres5,. the' 

motives of the Autbor~ and.: the ques.

tion.of .e:i:pediency,.are. usuallyrinves.

ligated with: some: degree:oi!eagemess •. 

I know not how far it. maY'be:con

siderednecessuy to·state.thetJltuner-O\l8l 

and complicated· inotives' which- have' 

unitedly contributed to originate the' 

following essay ~ but 1 max' perhaps. be 

permitted to enumerate tJzre.e. reasons" 
each amply ~ufticient· to: decide: the 

a 8 
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vi PREFACE. 

question of expediency, and to illus

trate my design in laying this work 

before the Public. 

And first we are informed, that the 

unsanctified bigotry of a superstitious 

creed has again proscribed Freemason

ry, in some of the continental nations, 

as an institution decidedly hostile to 

the.interestsofChristianity; and under 

the sanction of an "ever-valid" bull 

of Pope Clement,· has unbarred the 

. ,. The following extract from this bull will 

_bit the D8tUre of the persecution to. which 

our brethren in Spain and Portugal are DOW sub .. 

jected. 
I' Clement Bishop. semmt of the semmtl of 

God, to all ~the faithful of christ, health and 

apostolical benediction. 

fC Placed (unworthy u we are) by the eli ... 
po ... 
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PREFACE. vii 

prison. gates "of' the Inquisition, and 

loOsened all its . active engines to 

posal of the divine clemency, in the eminent 

Watch-tower of the apostleship, &c. &c., it has 

come to our knowledge, even from public report, 

that certain societies, companies, meetings, assem

blies, clubs' or conventiclee, 'collHllODly called 

de LiIJm MurlllOri, or Freemasons, or by what

aoeVerother name the same in difFerentJaDguages 

are diatinguiahed, spread fiuo ad wide, . and . are
every day incieaaing ; in which, perac;na.Ofwhat

soever religion or sect, contented with " lmed tU 
tdfocIed moW Of liatural honesty,. cbnfedetate 

together in a close aDd inscrutable bond, accord

ing to laws and orders agieed upon betWeen them ; 

which likewise .-ith private ,ceremonieS," they 

enjoin and bind theiDIelves. as well by strict Oath 

taken on the Biblei . as" by the' impreCation" Of 

heavy "p~ehmenta, to preserve With· lilviolallle 

secrecy. 
a4 

D'g'ti,ed by Coogle 



llE CE. 

by anY 

death, the hal'inless professors, of: a 

,'Wif/;_ revlf/;lif/;hJg·jlf/; our, mJ!f/;!f/;Ils: 

Il7eat mischie&, &c~,bIl' the: IllenittMle- of thlf/; 

;('P9'sto£ilf/;lf/;~' pGWlf/;iF,... by, ourr· ~l 

t!Vf1'.'IJ(llid ~n8titu&i(lp, we i10 ~'l' and: pro' 

thif/; " .. ~ ,'iFw,,;;Re.tiea,. ~c., &e.- We -will more~, 

QYeraud. QO~d,. That; as w1if/;ll bi$hQIlS. Q!f/;sd 

'-S!perlo,-, p-eJa!iF''';;, and onlilll8des;£pf paWcu

)Qf.pl~ces, ,sa, Me In'luisikwf:r(' ker.ttICtll. ptaIJi:t,Il: 

'S!iF£'1ImS'~";;_ ~~:et! • . of'F.liiit . stlit,..degrev;. conIlj...) 

non, .ord!f;;(£, digrlity; 0I'~~8:~eiF,. Pf'1f/;' 

~aDY. iDq~ilj- _ r6l1mi1i and: tXJerOl' tk~.· 

M!!PUIi-CU ••• _eoo~/~!d·'!ftAeruy, w-it/i. 

dig'" punf"Ytneftt;. tbr;to;t.iuland:~,of'~IletJt •. we; 

hereby yive:and-impatfii!!e POWWiF ofprDC1if/;eding,' 

Rlf/;qWrintJ ~b,.Qad qfir:~ and(riUi;;mUiiag 

Ulitk lcond~w pani_enls; I~U1if/;WiF tNl'I-flI!P!e~+ 

i,If/;IlifCulJi"BiFl, ifit~~ n~"!lf illf/;,.;;.ktJpo/'t 
tke secular arm, ~c, ~c. : ~ . 

DatiFd 
~"". . 



P.BEF.A,CEo. ix 

science,i which. in~ulcates the, chief 

doctrine,.. and morality'of C~stianity; 

and assumes, as an universal aDam, 

the; broad. tenet of. um:estrained union 

and brotherly.lb\teo 

The second reason: i~jderived from 

the general:affuctatiOl4' wbich seems to 

perv.ade thel)niDiUated,: of believing 

that OUI' iustitution· was eetiabUshed fur 

the'purpose. oi: sensual cop\liviality;-' 

and henoe. it ilV-raabdt merely on a 

level. with. tlu~!lJ9oietie81 oB' "'Odd! Fel;;. 

IowSf "i and; "'~6uQd[l~'elloW8-;;!""tCatch 

€luba,~" aDlr'~SmokiDgi€lbb&;'" and 

"Dated from Rome, at St. Mary's the. Gre~ter, 
in the yeat'-ot" the ihcarpation of our Lord 1788, 

tile' ttb-oi the ceiendll ~Me)', jo- the eighth of 

our' Pontift~e/" .' 
" 
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x PREFACE. 

that th~efore our professions of intel~ 

lec:tual pursuits. are. altogether' falla-

ciou·s. '-.' 

. My third reason.. of, a personal 
nature. At the conclusion of ch. 6. 

of~' The Antiquities of Freemasoliry," 

I offered some observations on the 

jnti~te . and' necessary coDilexion 

which 'subsists between Masonry and 

. Christianity. These remarks appear 

• to . have .created -a sensation in the 

mindS Of 'certain brethren, which I did 

riot anticipate •. : I. have receive~ 'seve

ral admonitory letters, whose common 

object is to . impugn this doctrine, 

which I consider the fairest gem that 

Masonry can:~ast.· As allmY'disqui

sitions were intended to establish this 
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xi 

a:Jliance. I h~ve,. in the following pages, 

attempted to place the matter beyond 

the.re~~h 01· disput~ 9~. conuadict~on ; 
a~~ I ~~tter. m~lf I. have. satisfacto

Ii1ypr~ved ~hat Freeot880Rry is. not 

~nly a vehicle' Of religion in general, 

but of C~ristianity in particular. 

To rend~r this little. ~ork mor~ 

generally: acceptable,.l havein~rw:oyen 

i~ its pages a . considerable portion ~f 

our lectures ; distinguiah~ng the seve

ral. degrees. in. which· each. por1;io.n is 

d~vered in . our ~odges;. which will af

f~rd an u~~jectiOl~able aO!5wer to those 

cavillers, who will .oot be persuaded 

that any salutary benefits are derivable 

from the practice o.f Free.m~ory. 

. It may be necessary to add, that I 
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PREFACE. 

have here desCribed· our.' science as it is' 

practised in· a Lotlgewhic})'is indebted' 

to my exertioosf~i' its:originj andover 

whi~li" r presided'during many:years. 

If lily. iiifoIiilatWn'· 6n~ the -subject be 

incorrect,: it proceedS ·not from 'a want 

of assiduity in tbe !reSeareit, for I have 

bestowed upon ~i~ ·much, anxious' att~n

tion.~· and· x: 'may 'be 'all owed' to'express 
my oWn· conviction, that'tliose. who are 

perSuaded of ihe non-exisrence of j.eIi~ 
gion· In the'science' of' Freemasonry, 

ha¥e: not given the,subjeeftbat mature 

ctm~id~ratiolt which- its·: importance· 

demandsi For surely it: ~u61i be' a

questiOn or some' ma'gUitutie to' the' 

comm.unity at Parge, whether religion 
be the 'basis of an institlltion which 
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"~O,IllpI:~hends ".Qvery deseriptioit', of 
_ JQaI;l~im:l: '~which, iJ; patronized by 

c~o:w~ci b~~ds, . and . ; diffuses itself 

.;throQgh every .J::ank and ;station; and 

I ,tbinJc .thAt.' a minute . comp.arison 

;between . tbe '$pirit of .religion, ,and 

the spirit of ,M~ni'y, would, be sufJi

': cie~t·,to .coQvin:ce, any iJ)genu(>us mind 

'. of. th~r indissoluble -coJlnexion~ . The 
_ whole Jewish' . Ritual·w~s but tbe per

"fectio,t: of ,M8SQJl~y, ~xhibi~ed in: types 

,~d,eplble~s. ~f.~pQitq~, ,t,pil!gs. . The 

~ublillle ··mark "or .. tok/ln of: ~~jel,:
; which w~, imp~es~d ;O,n ,the foreh~~qs 

.of tile .lewish. m~!i cW :pr~serve 

. them;amidst ~,he, ~hI;$ten~ ,destr.U:G

: tion; was. doubtless that ~jgnUj~al!t 

, * .Ezek.9 Co 4P,.6... . 
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PRRFA It. 

Rmblem which we now call the maso. 

sonic LEVEL. ' The most subiime ordi. 

nnnce%5 of' Chris3tianity 'anR shntiownd 

our institi1ttiot& ilh.~ti 

trious symbols. In a word, the'whole 

system of ancient' religion, whether 

0%5 sp?,ztiOU%5l' Wntel0£e 

n.",,' ",ii-0'';;''''' !HaSom:'Y Rnder tiari~%.¥s 

modifications; . and~ consequently, it 

contained every thing that was condu. 

l':iline k dnppifiess doth So"""HE"-

'and etei3:1al. FOn the mike l'%5{ the 

institution generally, and for the"sake 

of its memders in pa0£ticulHn, %5hontd 

grieve to od errnr; 

cnrase 'if :religion 'be disc~rded from 

the illustrations of Freemasonry, it can 

p'%.iESer%5 no fOE 'rational beiRti. 



PREFA.CE. xv 

Objections may· perhaps arise~ .. but 

none, 1 trust, of sufficient weight to 

invalidate the theory. I conclude, 

however, in the words of Tully, 

"rffellere sine pertinacia, et rtlfelli sine 
iracundia, parati SUmtlS." 
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THE 

STAR IN THE EAST. 

CHAP. I. 

Introductory Remarks j shewing the absolute and immu

table Connexion between Freemasonry and Religion. 

BSJJ'ORE we enter on this discussion, it 

will be proper to de~ermine precisely what 

religion is, in the common and most cor

rect acceptation of the word. According 

to Cicero, the ancients believed religion 

to be "the study and practice of divine 

worship." The Christian differs from the 

heathen world in the interpretation for 

religion. Bishop Wilkins defines reli-

B 
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2 THE STAR 

gion to be ". that general habit of reverence 

towards the divine nature, whereby we are 

enabled and inclined to worship and serve 

God, after such a manner 88 we conceive 

most agreeable to His divine will." 

And Dr. Watts says, that" religion or vir

tue, in a lagre sense, includes duty to God 

and our neighbour." Religion, tben, is a 

-system of practical duties, and thus stands 

opposed to theology, which is a system 

of spteU1Cltivetruths. The moral -duties, 

which man commits _ to practice in this 

probationary state, with a 'view of p-leasi.ng 

his Creator, are acts -of pure religion, 

which produce a corresponding iDftuence 

on, the mind and mannerfl, end di8pi-ay his 

na~l1re,.as superior to the rest of the .crea

tion, They.shew that man bas· a rational 

soul, and from his unresttatfted .faoeedom 
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IN THB BAST. 3 

of will, by choosing evil or . pursuing 

good, hisperaonal responsibility is. demon

strated; whence, at some distant period, he 

will be brought . to an account for his 

aetions, whether they be good or whether 

they be evil, aad receive an equitable 

reco.mpence from the eyen hand of im

partial justice. 

Freemasonry was revealed by God him

self to the first man. But a wise and 

good being would reveal notbing but wha& 

had a tendency to encourage the practice 

of those preeep1is, which were given to pre

serve the newly created man in the strict 

line of moral duty; therefore masonry 

must be closely interwoven with. the prac

tice of-religion. Its operative portion pro

ceeded from the effeots of human ingenuity 

stimulated by human necelllity after the fall. 

B2 
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4 THE ST.o\.R 

It was merely an application of its principles 

to .the beneat of man, as far as was condu

cive to his comfort and convenience in this 

life, without any reference to a future state. 

Hence originated the two great divisions of 

masonry: operative masonry .was of hu

man institution; speculative masonry of 

divine. 

Masonry, in the first ages of the world, 

was therefore a system of pure religion; 

and when men degenerated into idolatry, 

and in their migrations carried with them 

the principles of the ordel', it was, in every 

nation, applied to the same purpose, more 

or less perverted, in proportion as the inha

bitants adhered to, or swerved f,'om, the 

rites of true worship. In India, Egypt,. 

and other nations, Which very early be

came addicted to Polytheism, it branched 
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IN THB BAST. 5 

out into pompous ceremonial observances, 

shrouded in mystery and withheld from the 

profane, but still applied to the national 

religion, and the worship of those god~ 

which had been erected' into objects of 

adoration, and placed on' the foundation 

which Jehovah himself had laid. Nor is 

there a single instance on record; in whieh 

the mysterious institutions of any ancient 

natiQn, in any part of the world, having 

the least resemblance to freemasonry, 

excluded religion from a share' il1 their 

solemn pursuits. On the contrary, reli

gion was the main object of them all. 

Whether the Orphic or the Eleusian, 

the Gothic or the Dionysian; whether 

the rites of Mithras or Bramha, of 

Pythagoras or tbe Druids; the 'Essen ian 

or the Kasidean; all were instituted in 
B3 
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THE STAR 

honotn' of religion, and all enforced the 

practiee of those duties which religion 

recommend!1. Shall we thea be told 

that masonry, the very origin and foun

datiOn of aU these systems, has no' con

necticm with'religion, and least· of all witb 

Christianity,' ilie perfeotion of religion ? 

It; is a fact,. which I &ball endeavour to 

prove, mat every creditable writer on 

the subjeet- of free'ma\lonry bas publioly 

avowed' his cOl\viction that the most hi

timate altiance submu between. the two 

sister il\stitutions; and h6IJ left behiBd 

him ample testimonies'to repel this novel 

and fery extraordinary opiniol1. 

:FreerilasoMy, as practised at the pre

ient day, oommemorates particularly five 

great events' in tbe- histoty of the world, 

each typical 0/ the Messiah. These are, 

D,,'ti'oo by Coogle 



IN. TIJB BAST. 7 

tJI,e. vi,9iQn of JllCOb, where he beheld the 

celebrated ladder, r¢acbing from earth to 

he.ven; tAe f!ffe:ring 0/ I8QO.IJ upon MGunl;· 

- Mor.iah, when it pleased: the ~rd tIo sub

SCil.ute a IIl.Ore agreeable victim is. his 

~tead; the mi1v1.Cfslous tkliflertll1l&e foom 

Egyptian ~e uI¥ler tbe condoo of 

Moses-; the qffering 0/ DatNl on the thresh

ing-ioor of Araunah the Jebasite;· and. 

the building 0/ Solomon' & Temple. Now 

these eXU'aordiaary eveDt~ wbieJl unequi

voe.aUy pQint to our Savio~ Jesus Christ, 

are the principal historical. even~ eqn

tained in OUI' lee~re8. This. coineidence 

could not have been acciden1a~ and 

must, therefore, have been designed. It 

follows, then, that maaonry was intended 

to perpetuate in the mind of man that 

most important fact, tlle salvatioa of hbJ 
»4 
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soul through the sacrifice of Christ., To 

accomplish th,is design more perfectly, 

the most prominent types, as they arose, 

were incorporated by wise and pious 

brethren into the original system, until 

it contained a perfect chain of evidence, 

which could neither be effaced nor mis

und«:rstood, illustrative of this fact, so 

esselltial to the future welfare of man

kind. 

I presume not to say that masonry is 

exclusively Christian, because mJlny are 

daily initiated into its mysteries whose 

religious opinions are inimical to Chris

tianity; I only contend, and shall endea

vour to prove, that being a system of 

ethics, and inculcating the morality of 

every religion under the sun, it is, more 

particularly adapted to the Christian re-
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IN TH E BAST. 9 

ligion, because Christian ethics approach 

nearest to the standard of ab~olute per

fection; and because the genius of ma:

sonry can assimilate with no' other religion 

so completely as with Christianity. The 

historical part 'of its lectures bears an un

doubted reference to our pure' religion; 

and· this coincidence is so remarkably 

striking; . that it would almost· conv1nce. 

an . unprejudiced mind, that masonry was 

formed· as an exclusive companion for 

Christianity. The strength of this testi

mony is increased by the nature and ten· 

dency of its symbolical instruction, by the 

peculiar cast of its murality, and by the 

very extraordinary nature of its allegori

cal 'mechanism; extraordinary on any 

other principle than with a refel'en«;e to 

Christianity. 

85 
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10 THE STAR 

Masolll'Y'is i!oo&ssedly an tmiverssl sys· 

tem, a"a teaches the relative and social 

duties of ti1&r1 on the broad and exten· 

stve l$asi~ tIC gene'tal philanthropy. A 

J'ew, 8' Maliometan, or a Pagfm may 

attend' oar lodges without fear of hearing 

his peculiar doetrines or mode of faith 

called in queation, by a Comparison with 

others which lire repugmint'to his creed, 

because a perJ\lartent and unalter~ble land

mark of masonry is, the total absence 

. and exclusion of religious or political con· 

trovers),. Each of these pl'Ofessors prac

tices a system of morality suited to the 

sanctions ofhis own religion; which, as it 

emanated from tbe primitive system of 

divine worship, bear.s some resemblance 

to it; and consequently he can hear moral 

pr~cept8 inculcated, without imputing a 
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I N 'I' H K BAS T. 11 

designed reference 10 any peeuliar mode 

of faith. But can it be concluded from 

tbese premises tbat milSOnry contains no 

religion 1 Tbe whole campau of tbe 

world's experience refutes this bold and 

unqualified assertion. All our cluarges, 

all our regulations, assume, as Ii founda

tion which CaDnot be moved, a belief in 

tbebeing of a God, and a future state 

of rewards and punishments, and incul

cate the neceasity 'of moral purity, as a 

qualification for future happiness;. and 

this, according to our definitions, forDHl 

the sum and substance of religion: in its 

most univerSal ~eptation. 

How can asy brother considerately urge 

that masonry contains no reference &0 

religion, when the ve1'Y first step which 

a candidate makes in advanci7IK to the 

B6 
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12 THE STAR 

Boor of the lodge, is attended with an 

acknowledgment that he beJieves in an 

omnipresent Deity, and that he puts his 

trust in that. great and omnipotent Being 

to shield him from danger and to remove 

his apprehensions of evil? What is the 

ground of his. solemn obligations? . What 

is the sacred subject of the first charge 

delivered to him immediately subsequent 

to his initiation? Religion, if Watts' 

definition be correct. What can be the 

intended effect of our obligations, if they 

be not grounded on these fondamental 

truths? The progress of masonic know

ledge moves step by . step on these uni

versally acknowledged principles. The 

first lesson which masonry teaches, is 

to persevere in I the constant study of 

the Holy Bible as the sacred SOUl'ce of 
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IN THE EAST. 13 

our faith, and containing the only cer

tain information on. a subject the . most 

interesting to a responsible agent in this 

probationary state; and the next is an 

admonition to practise the three great 

duties of morality, one of which is the 

duty to God. As its instructions proceed, 

we learn that our grou,uJ-work is .sanc

tified by the efficacy of Three Religious 

Qjferings, ,which are typical of .the great 

sacrifice of atonement by Jesus Christ; 

and that our splendid canopy contaills a 

LETTER. of the. most extensive reference, 

and the most comprehensive mt'aning. 

The elevation in tbe Third Degree refers 

to the resurrection from the dead; and 

this is a clear admission of the reality of 

a futnre state, because, if there be no fu

ture state, there call be no resurrection. 
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14 T H 1£ ·S TAR. 

Our solemn dedications and consecratiens 

speak the same laoguage, and they are 

irrefragable evidences of the intimate con

nection which subsists between masonry 

and religion. If we proceed another step, 

the evidence becomes stronger. The order 

of the Royal Arch is founded exclusively 

00 religion. The degree is purely re

ligious, and includes little but what i. 

connected with "the love and worship of 

God, and the wise and genial regu-Iations 

of Divine Providence for, the benefit, of 

Inan. The very tests are founded on.the 

fall of Adam, and the consequent a~!fra-. 

dation of the human race, enforced by 

the salutary . promise of their future re

storation through the intercession of a 

Mediator. If this he not religion, if this 

be not Christianity, what is it? 

D'g'ti,ed by Coogle 



IN THB BAST. 15 

The· Military Degrees, tbough indeed 

they poasees only a remote connexion 

with masonry, will however testify that 

it is very closely allied to religion. They 

date their origin from the Cruiades,and 

haYt! Christianity for their basis and sup" 

port.· The, whole system is exclusiv~ly 

ChriStian. Their banner was a RED C,088, 

insCribed "IN HOC SIGNO VINCas," which 

was cunsldered a safeguard and .protection 

agaalnst aU assailing dangers; for the cross 

was regarded as a sacred symbol,: which 

alone could convey safety in their holy 

career. The tests and paraphernalia of 

these degrees bear the same exclusive re

ference- to Christianity. It is true they 

Were grafted upon masonry at the above 

period, and consequently form no part of 

primitive Lux: but still they bear OD the 
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16 THB STAR 

point in question; for every knight was 

necessarily a mason, and· no· one was 

eligible for· the dignity of the golden 

spur,' but he who had been prepared by a 

previous initiation into the three degrees 

of masonry. This is a strong collateral 

proof of the ancient alliance .between 

masonry and religion;' for these' high

minded' men, who had nothing . in view 

but the extension of Christianity, evinced 

their. reverence for masonry as a religious 

system, by making it a sine' qua non with 

all who aspired to admission into their 

honourable body. Amidst the, enthusiastic 

spirit and sacred feelings which. animated 

these cbampions of Christianity, they would 

scarcely have shewn such a distinguished 

predilection for any system founded on a 

basis which excluded religion. 
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The admission, on the part of certain 

mistaken brethren, who. are surely unac

quainted with the true nature of our con

stitution, that the science we profess does 

not inculcate the practice of religious du .. 

ties, has given rise to an opiuion. amongst 

the uninitiated, very naturally resulting 

from the concession of a point of such vast 

importance, that we are infidels, if not 

atheists, and consequently friends to re

volution and disorder. I grant that infide

lity and atheism are inseparably connected 

with anarchy and demoralization; but it 

can by. no means be inferred that we are 

atheists, except the proof be founded on 

stronger data than the fact of our being 

masons, joined with the assumption that 

masonry contains no religion; except lt be 

shewn by undeniable reasoning that we 
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have literally renounced 001.' aJlegiaoc8 to 

God, that we incwlcate doctrines which 

tend to the subversion of 1leligi<m, and 

that we are guilty of insubordiaation aad 

eontempt of the laws which are ordained 

~r the preservUi_ of peaee and ordeR in 

~~ty. 

But so far from encomiaging ~r .. 

diaation, masonry is a perfect systeta of 

obedience to superior gov.ernon lawfully: 

eonst.itutecL And I am happy to he able 

to set the plea eDtirely M rest by a quota.

tion from our 8tatuteS: "The rulers and 

governors~ supreme and subordinate, of tJae 

locIge, are to be obeyed in their respective 

stations by all the brethren, aceontiDg 

to the old charges and regulatiOns, with 

all bumility~ reverence, love, and ala

crit~." Besides, though political dis-. 

• Ancient Charges, &C. 4. 
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eussibDs ate prohibited in the lodge, our 

laws unequi .. ocally inculcate loyalty as 

a primary masonic qllaUficatlon. "If.. 

mason i8 a' peaceable subject t() the civil 

powers wherever he resides, and' is never 

t() be ooDt!eriled in plots and· conspiracies 

against tbe peae~ and \\telfare of the na

tron; nor to bebave himself undutifully 

to the inferior magistrates i for 8& masonry 

bMh been always injured by war, blood-

shed, and confusion, so a&"tient kings and 

princes have been m.uch disposed to en

eouTage the craftsmen, because 0/ tkeilr 

peaceableness mul luyaltfl; whereby they 

practicalf), answered the cavils of their 

adversaries, and promoted the honour of 

the ftatemity, which e .. er flourished in 

times of peace."'" 

• Ancient Charges, Sec. 2. 
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What were the feelings of our best and 

wisest· brethren when this unfounded ac

cusation was first publicly urged? Each 

worthy brother took up his pen in defence 

of an order he revered, eager to repel a 

charge involving our reputation as indi

viduals, and our· dearest interests as· a 

public body •. One says that "the society 

. of free masons model their ceremonies 

upon this foundation, that tbere is but 

one God, who must be worshipped in 

spirit and in truth.... Another says that 

"free-masonry is' an order whose insti

tutions arise on· the most solemn and 

sacred principles of religion." " The 

knowledge of the God of nature forms 

the first estate of our profession; the 

worship of the Deity under the Jewish 

• Laurie'. Hist. of MIllOn')'. 
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law is described in the 8econd step of 

masonry; and the Christian dispensation 

is distinguished in th~ last .and highest 

order."· 

. Another respectable writer on masonry 

is still more explicit. He says, " The 

royal order of masonry, however secret 

from its most early foundation to the 

present moment, has notbing belong

ing to it, but wbat is so far from giving 

birth or growth to the commission of any 

thing inconsistent with tbe strictest par~ 

of o~r holy religion, whether it respects 

our duty "to God or man,thkt every part 

of it, if duly followed, has a direct tendency 

to enforce and to encourage the perform

ance of every one of its .most holy pre

cepts:" and, "The precept8 qf the gospel 

• Hutchinson', Spirit of Masonrr. 
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are unifJtWsallg the prUlcipla 01 fllGltmry.". 

But in the ensuing chapter J shtsll. bring 

forward ·abundant proofs, from .the most 

celebrated writers on masonry, that this 

science has in all ages' been considered 

to have religion for its basis and support. 

Those brethren who contend that religion 

is excluded from masonry, are admitting 

for truth a disgraCeful imputa'ion, which 

was founded on the mere gratuitous a~ 

aertions of strangers to our institution, 

and who consequently could not be c0m

petent judges of the allegations boldly and 

inconsiderately urged, and which they 

were altogether unable to prov.e. 

We need only enquir-e woo, a system 

of secrecy, fouaded on the plan of masonry, 

but excluding retigion, may effect, to be 

• Inwood', Sermons on MlIOIIry. 
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convincedt;hat our science, as practiaed 

under the auspices of the grand lodge of 

Eng.nd, amnot.be that system. Religion 

being t;be only restraint on those who set 

at dle6ance al)' hUman laws, :if that he also 

rejected, and an .atheistical Cl°eed be sub

stituted in its room-if men can so far 

6ueceed in promoting their own infatua

tion, as· to .absolve themselves from .all 

a,ppreheDSions of' retributive justiee in a 

f\ltllre state, they are prepared. for the 

commission of any crime .to which they 

may be stimulated by the operation of their 

own passions, or by the artful duplicity of 

designing men, who have purposes: to ful61 

w.hichreq.uire. the expul&ion of· religion 

from the heart before they are capable 

ofe~ng in conspiracies preliminary to 

murder and spoliation. The deep-laid 
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plots of Professor Weishaupt are a striking 

illustration of the ends to which a secret 

society .may be niadesubservient, if di

vested of its connection with religion. The 

system of which he was the inventor held 

out to ihe world a promise . of superior 

light and knowledge; enlisted unsuspect

ing Christians under its banners, by the 

plausible and delusive theories of eman

cipating mankind from the shackles of sla

vish prejudice, of diffusing human science, 

and fixing the mind firmly in the pursuit of 

virtue; and, like the &erpent at the ear of 

Eve, led Jhem on by imperceptible de

grees, first to doubt, then to cavil, and 

afterwards to reject; the succeeding de

grees of error making them still riper for 

guilt; and when the demon found his 

victims prepared for the reception of Rny 
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doctrine by a renunciation of religion, the 

latent scheme was fuHy developed j that 

horrid scheme, which by its mystic agency 

and pernicious ramifications struck the 

whole continent of Europe with terror; 

which promised unconditional deliverance 

from the united. tyranny of religion and 

civil government j and which threatened 

the subversion of all existing moral and 

religious institutions; to overturn empires, 

burl princes from their thrones, level all 

distiuctions, and reduce mankind to an 

equality on the broad and latudinarian 

principle of universal ignorance and im

piety j and CRUSH THE waRTcH! (meaning, 

Jesus Christ) was the infernal watch-wol·d· 

to every species of atrocity aud crime 1 

I confess I shudder while engaged in 

this discussion. I tremble at the simple! 

C 
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idea of the application whic~ our ad· 

versaries in, this country may make of the 

admitted dogma, that masonry contains no 

religion. 

We will, however, take a closer view 

of the doctrines and practices of the illu

minati, or ~ witAout religion; for 

the system of Weishaupt being a system 

of secresy, though not.actually of masonry, 

(fol" the Professor had not even received 

initiation into a single degree of our sci

ence when he etltablished it,) was capable 

of being applied successfully to the very 

worst as well as" the best of purposes. 

Zimmerman says, "Whether this sect be 

the same with that of the freemasons, or 

the Jesuit&, both of w.bich suppositions is 

improbable, is uncertain ; but in 1774 of 

1775, a. society was undoubtedly esta-
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blished in Bavaria, of which a celebrated 

Professor at Ingolstadt has been regarded 

as the founder. This society, under pre

text of consulting the happiness of the 

people, and supposing that happiness to be 

incompatible with every species of l·eli

gious aad civil establishment at present 

existing, said with one voice, Let us destroy 

them all, and raze their very foundations! 

The seeret order of the illuminati included 

among its mysterious principles, at present 

exposed to the whole world, tbe whole 

of the doctriae which the J acobins of 

Paris have since put in' practice; and it 

has been proved by the most irrefragable 

documents, that they maintained an inti

mate" correspondence together before the 

French Revolution. The destruction of 

the ChriAiian religion, and the subversion 

c2 
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of every throne and of all governments, 

lIa,-e been their aim ever since the year 

1776- It was not understood, by the new 

associates of this order, that the magic 

words, the hapPiness 0/ the petYple, .-ere 

tile surest means to recruit their numbers 

with ease, and by which, in fact, the 

recruits became so numerous and well 

disciplined. Young men were .chiefly 

pitched upon, who, not having yet formed 

a stl'ong attachment to any particular. 

opinion, were the more easily led away 

to embrace whatever was offered to them, 

and men of literary talents, whom it is 

important to secure when the propagation 

of any new opinion is in agitation, When 

once a person was enlisted, and fully. pe

netrated with the enticing words, the luJp .. 

piness 0/ the people; let us labcntr to pro-. 
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tltifE hojiJEiness o/the penple; he be

came impatient to know the obstacles 

which were in the weh of this hurpeife, 

,e,ed the meens to be made use of to re

move them; these were therefore offered 

his eiew sueeessiuIA .. " 

" ordur hIAR five dehrees; in the 

lower, the mysteries are not unveiled; 

pRRparaiEIAry, IAn which dEe 

",inds rEf thIA noeidatee arIA founded and 

prepared; then by degrees, those who 

fERund aru ini$j~,ted i,!to the 

,ank,_"olI< The H!ech!Rnic,,1 part d 

the order bore some faint resemblance to 

m,H!)nry, but the 

d{{!~trinRs of our rcie[!,~n ,eever 

troduced, even subsequently to the admis-

• v!!!!? i're?Rlili!1'S nb,trati!?w. Elli:, IS. 304 

C 3 
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. Dor could they, for bearing. chal'aeter 

so decidedly hostile to his views, they 

would have destroyed the very foundation 

ou which the illuminating scheme was 

erected. The artful Professor adopted our 

secrecy to sanction his purposes, by screen

ing him from public observation and le

gislative scrutiny. He used his utmost 

endeavours, by every means within his 

. reach, not excepting prob"bly his masonic 

privileges, to extend his doctrines through

out the continental nations; and, as is 

usual with all innovators, he succeeded 

in making many proselytes, His lodges 

were ultimately established all over Eu

rope; they regularly communicated with 

each other; and their transactions were 

kept inviolably secret from the rest of· 

the world, Men of all ranks and stations 
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became members of these dark and myste

rious assemblies; but their- most active 

emissaries were in the armies of every 

continental monarch; t.hey guided the 

councils, they filled up the ranks, and 

were equally unknown and unsuspected. 

The facility with which they succeeded in 

subverting the religious principles of their 

votaries is a problem which it may be 

- difficult to solve; suffice it to say, that 

whether the real intentions of Weishaupt 

were indeed what are generally imputed 

to him, it is cer~ain that the seeds of 

impiety and insubordination which he 

scattered throughout Europe, impelled 

by other powerful incentives, lent their 

aid to the production of those rank weeds 

of savage cruelty and revolutionary bigotry, 

}lVhich swept a monarch from 'his throne, 

c4 
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and produced a twenty years' war, which 

deluged the continent with the best blood 

of its inhabitants. 

Such are the ends to which a system 

of secrecy, unguarded by religion, may be 

made subservient. But under the sober 

garb and genial protection of a religious 

and Christian faith, it is capable of pro

ducing much unqualified good. If it makes 

men more strict in the performance of 

their moral duties; if it conveys firmness 

under aftliction, and directs them to look 

beyoJld the bounds of hnmanity for relief 

under tbe pressure of actual or impend. 

ing calamity; if it ameliorates the mind, 

and unites men together in a chain of 

universal benevolence j jf it instructs 

Dlankind to rule and goveru their pas-. 

~ion~, to avoid slander and dissimulation, 
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'to look upon the Bible as a rule of faith, 

and to regulate their actions by the pre

cepts it contains j if it does this, and 

much, much more than this, it may surely 

be entitled to the praise of conferring 

benefits on its professors, by enforcing the 

duties of religion. And this is the busi

ness of masonry. Can it then be a sy~tem 

of Atheism 1 can it lend a sanction to the 

perfidious schemes. of revolutionary de

magogues 1 or the designs of those infa

tuated men, who would . lead us back into 

the darkest ages of ignorance and infi

delity ? I answer,· without hesitation, 

No. Masonry is a system of loyalty, 

which . attaches us to the king, our pa

tron, and to the soil which gave us birth. 

And though political disquisitions are pro

hibited in our assemblies, yet an inherent 

('5 
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attachment to our native land can never 

,be thus suppressed. If masonry were a 

system that possessed the most indirect 

affinity to rebellion, would it be pa

tronized by the monarch ~ would it be 

encouraged by his royal brothers, and 

the principal nobility of this realm? 

would it merit or receive the sanction of 

a deliberate act of the legislation? The 

reign of Solomon Will a perfect era in 

masonry: and why was it so glorious? 

Because of the indissoluble union which 

our order conveyed to his subjects, and 

their invincible attachment to his person 

and government, as king and grand

maRter; which causes his reign to be 

referred to as the most stupendous spe

cimen of peace and happiness under a 

monarch, feared for bis love of justice, 
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beloved for his munificence, and re

spected for his piety and virtue. 

Such is Jllasonry united with religion; 

and in truth, masonry could not be prac

tised without the aid of this magnificent 

supporter, No company of men, not al

together confirmed_ in the principles of 

atheism, could so far forget themselves, 

their duty, and the supreme Governor of 

the world, clad in maj~ty and splendour, 

u to exclude religion wholly from their 

minds, particularly the members of an in

stitution professing superior light and 

knowledge. The Creator cannot be ovel'

looked amidst every incentive to virtue; 

nor can man 80 far disregard the voice of 

nature within him as to forget by whom 

he was created, and to whom he is in

debted for every blessing he enjoys on this 

c6 
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side the grave. Masonry' has set forms 

of prayer· adapted to every orie of its 

transactions. The lodges are opened and 

closed with prayer; the solemn initiations, 

pas!lings, raisings and exaltations, are ae· 

companied by the same devotional exer

cise; and if masoDlj be not allied to re

ligion, to whom can these prayers be 

addressed, or what can be their efficacy? 

For prayer can only be beneficial so far as 
it includes a beliefin the omnipresence of 

God, and his ability as well as inclination 

to confer blessings OQ his creatures, and 

to grant bis omnipotent aid on all their 

undertakings. Indeed, the very act of 

pr8fer is a full acknowledgment of God's 

attributes of wisdom, power and goodness, 

and thus becomes an unequivocal aet of 

religion. But masons habitually use 
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prayer in their lodges; and therefore it 

clearly follows, that masons never as

semble for any purpose but they perform 

acts of religion. 
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CHAP. II. 

Testimonies extracted from Masonic Writers in support 

of this Truth. 

THE observations in the preceding chap

ter may lend their assistance towards open

ing an inquiry of the greatest importance 

in a Christian country; no less than to 

refute an hypothesis which would place a 

popular and useful institution on a level 

with Anti-Christian clubll, and revolu

tionary associations. In this stage of the 

investigation it may be necessary to exo

nerate the authors who have professedly 

treated on freemasonry before me, from 
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lending any sanction to the destructive 

charge, that religion is excluded from our 

assemblies. -In doing this, I shall collect a 

few reputable testimonies, and place them 

in chronological order, with their dates pre

fixed, so as to produce an uniform proof of 

the belief which has prevailed in all ages, 

. that the great pedestal of masonry is re

ligion. 

Before the invention of printing these 

testimonies are not very numerous, as few 

manuscripts are in ~istence which were 

produced antecedent to that period; partly 

owing to "the losses sustained in the year 

1720, when the ignorant zeal of iOme rash 

brethren, induced them to bum their 

manuscripts, from a dislike, probably, of 

having their constitutions printed.". Such 

• Nootth Const, Part I. ch. J. 
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as remain, however, will serve to convince 

us that the early masons little anticipated 

the appearance of a day, when -their art 

would have to combat the charges of some 

of its own memberll, avowedly urged to 

strip the science of its most brilliant and 

imperishable ornament. 

About the year of our Lord 590, " the 

Picts and Scots," says the annalist,. "con

tinued their depredations with unre-strained 

vigour, till the arrival of some pious 

teac~erlS from Wales and Scotland i when 

many of these savages being reconciled to 

-Christianity, masonry got into repute." 

The antient constitutions, charges, &c. 

were framed about the year 926, froUl 

manuscripts in Greek, Latin, French, and 

other languages, which were produced by 

_. Prest. Inns. Bk. 4<. Sec. 2. 
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the brethren who met at York for the pur

pose of forming a grand lodge in that city, 

pursuant to the summons of Prince Edwin. 

From these charges I select the following, 

as bearing an unequivocal relation to the 

point in question. 

"A mason is to study the moral law as 

contained in tile sacred code; to consider 

it as the unerring standard of truth and 

justice; and to regulate his life aud act.ions 

by its divine precepts. He is strictly to 

observe his duty to God, by never mention

ing his name but with that awe and reve

rence which is due fronl a creature to his 

Creator; to esteem him as the chief good, 

and to implore his aid in all laudable Ull

dertakings." -" A mason is obliged, by 

his~ tenure, to obey the moral law; and if 

he rightly understandi the art, he will 
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neither be a stupid atheist nor an irreli

gious libertine. But though in annmt 

times masons were cltarged in every cmmtry 

to be 0/ the religion 0/ that CflUntry or na

tion, whatever it was, yet it is now 

thought more expedient only to oblige titem 

to that religion in which all men agree, 

leaving their particular opinions to tht>m

selves." 

We now come to a manuscript in the 

Bodleian library, written about A.D. 1536, 

which is a copy of one still older, wrote by 

King Henry VI., about 1440. . This MS. 

asserts that "Mac;onnes techedde man

kynde relygyonne.". The excellent Pres

ton, in his comment on this passage, says : 

"It appears to have surprised the learned 

annotator (Mr. Locke) that religion should 

• Answer 6. 
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be ranked among the uts taught by the 

fraternity; but it may be observed that 

religion is the only tie which ean .bind men; 

and tbat WHBRB THBRE IS NO R.ELIGION, 

THBRB CAN BE NO MASONRY." 

In the short reign of King James II., 

A.D. 1686, a MS. was written, which is 

now preserved- in the Lodge of Antiquity. 

It contains the following passages: 

" Every man that is a mason take good 

heed to these charges, we pray; that if a 

man find himself guilty of any of these 

charges, tbat he may amend himself; or 

principally for dread of God," &e. ~. 

" The 1I'IRST. clw:rge ii, that ye shall be true 

men to God and to the holy church, and to 

use no error or heresy by your unde1'8tand. 

ing and by wise men's teaching." And 

after enumerating more than twenty 
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charges, it concludes thus: "These be 

all the charges and covenants that ought 

to be read at the instalment of a master, 

or making of a freemason or freemasons. 

The Almighty God of Jacob, who ever 

.have you and me in his keeping, bless us 

now and ever. Amen.". 

An ancient masonic manuscript, written 

about the end of the 15th century, and pub

lished ,in the Gentleman's Magazine for 

June 1815, commences in the following 

manner: "The might of the Father of 

·Kings, with the wisdom of his glorious 

grace, through the grace of the goodness 

of the Holy Ghost, there bene three per

sons in one Godheade, be with us at our 

beginning, and give us grace so to governe 

us here in this mortaU life Uveing, that we 

may eome to his kingdome that neve" 

shall have endinge." 
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We now come to modern times, when 

testimonies are nluch more numerous,. 

though perhaps not of greater weight and 

consequence than the preceding, which 

shew so clearly the opinion of our antient 

brethren many centuries ago, on this im

portant subject. 

The Rev. JAMES HART, in a sermon 

preached at Durham, in the year 1772, 
says, n Masonry is founded on that sure 

l'ock, against which let the waves and bil

lows of temporal persecutioR never so 

strongly dash, it will stand erect and se-. 

cure, becau8e that rock is Chri:st." 

The Rev. JOHN HODGETTS, who preacbed: 

a sermon at the consecration of the Har

monic Lodge in Dudley, Worcestershire, 

J 784, after expatiating on the general 

truths of masonry, add~, "but this is not 
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aU; the sacred writings confirm what I 

assert; the sublime part of our mystery 

being there to be found; nor can any 

Christian brother (let me' speak it dis·· 

tinctly) be a good mason, that does not 

make the word of God his first and prin

cipal study." 

Brother, the Rev. JAMES WRIGHT, 

Maybole, Scotland. 1786. 

" Piety t01lJarda God, the glorious .master 

builder of the universe; and love to man

kind; are the two grand immoveable 

pillars which support the fabric of ma

sonry." 

Brother THOMAS JIBANS, M.D., 

Southampton. 1792. 

" T.he doctrine of freelDasonry embracE'S 
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all the natural, moral, and political obliga

tions of society. It directs us to fulfil our 

duty to .God, our king, our neighbours, 

and ourselves; it inculcates reverence, 

lesignation, and gratitude to Him who 

made and preserves us, &c. 8tc." 

Brothel' JAKES MACCONOCHIK, Liverpool. 

" We venerate and adore the Great First 

Cause of All, and we endeavour to exalt 

OU1' views and conceptions of the invisible 

Architect, from the contemplation of his 

glorious works; 

" To look thro' nature up to nature's God." 

B"other the Rev. JAMBS WATSON, Lan

caster. 1794. 

" Masonry has the Omnipotent Archi

tect of tbe U Diverse .for the object of its. 
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adoration and imitation; his great and 

wonderful works for its pattern and proto

type; and the wisest and best of men of 

all ages, nations, and languages, for its 

patrons and professors. But though 

masonry primarily ~nculcates morals and 

the religion of nature, it has caught an ad

ditional spark from the light of revelation 

and -the SUN 01' RIGHTEOUSNESS. And 

though masonry continues to burn with 

subordinate lustre, it lights the human 

traveller on the same road; it breathes 

a concordant spirit of universal benevo

lence and brotherly love; adds one thread 

more to the silken cord of evangelical 

charity which binds man to man, and 

crowns the cardinal virtues with CHRISTIAN 

graces." "The three degrees of masonry 

,seem to have an obvious and apt coinci-
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·dence with the three progres!Mve stages of 

mankind, from the creation to the end of 

time. The first is emblematical of man's 

state of nature, from his first disobedience 

·to the time of God's covenant with Abra

ham, and the establishment of the Jewish 

. economy. The second, from that pE'riod, 

to the rera of the last, full, aud perfect re-

_ velation from Heaven to mankind, made by 

·our GREA'r R.RDEEMBR. The third, com

prehending the glorious interval of the 

.Christian dispensation down to the con

·summation of all things." 

Brother WILLIAM PRESTON. li96. 

"Speculative masonry is so far inter

woven with religion, as to lay us under the 

strongest obligations to pay that rational 

:homage to the Deity. which at onceconsti· 

D 
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tute~ our duty and bappiness. 'It leads the 

contemplative to view with reverence and 

admiration tbeglorious works of creation, 

anrl inspires them with tbe most -exalted 

ideas of the perfections of the divine 

Creator. At opening tbelodge, a reveren

tial awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the 

eye fixed 011 that olrJ·ect from whose radiant 

beams LIGHT only can be derived. Hence, 

in this ceremony we are taught to adore 

the God of 'Hea,oen, and to supplicate his 

protection on our well meant endeavours. 

I n the diligent pursuit of 'knowledge 

gl'eat «li~coveries are made, and the intel

lectual facuities are employed in promoting 

the glory of God, and the good of man. 

SUCH IS THR TENDNECY OF EVERY ILLUSTRA

TION IN MASONRY. Reveren'ce for the Deity, 

and gratitude for the blessings of heaven, 

are inculcated in every degree." 
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Brother STEPHBN JONES. 1796. 

"The solemnity of our rites, which, 

embracing the whole system of morality, 

cannot fail to include the first principles 

of religion, from which morality is best 

derived, necessarily calls our attention to 

the great architect of the universe, the 

Creator of us an. The masonic system 

exhibits a stupendous and beautiful fabric 

founded on nniversal piet.y. To rule and 

direct our passionsjto have faith and hope 

in God, and charity toWards man, 1 con-' 

sider as the objects of what is termed 

speculative masonry." 

Brother the Rev. JETHRO INWOOD, Dept

ford. 1799. 

" Masonry is truly the sister of religion j 

for she boasts her efficacy in all its Ilative 

D2 
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inftuencc; and is continually tbe assistant 

promoter of like principles and of like 

actions. The central point of all her in

IlUlnerable lines, !lquares and circles, is 

the love of God. And upon this central 

point she builds ber faith; from it she 

derives ber Iwpe of glory here and hereaf

ter; and by it she squares her conduct in 

strict justice and universal charity. The 

central point of all true Christianity and 

of all true Masonry is, the love of God." 

" JtIasonry is dedicated only to the Gospel. It 

ha.c; fiOthing in its institution but what botb 

the law of Moses and of Christ will fully 

allow and universally sanction. To be 

masonic is to be truly religious in botb its 

parts; first seeking and cherishing in our 

bearts the true rear of God, Ilnd then from 

this principle bringing fortb all the 
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amiable fruits of rigbteousnell£l, which al'e 

t.he praise and glory of God,'" 

Brother ALEX.-\ND&R I"AUBIB. 1804. 

~~ In all ages it has been the object of 

freemasonry, not only to in(OI'm the minds 

of its-members, by instructing them in the 

sciences and useful arts, but to better theil' 

hearts by enforcing the precepts of religion 

and morality, In the course of the cerl'

monies of initiation, brotherly love, loyalty 

and other virtues are inculcated iu hiero

glyp.hic I.lymbols, and the candidate is often 

reminded tbat there is an eye above which 

observeth the wOl'kings-of hi!! heart, anti is 

ever fixed upon the thoughts and actions 

of men," 

The author of an . anonymous pamphlt't 

printed in the year 1804, ~ntitled MASONIC 

D 3 
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UNION, says, "Masonry annihilates all 

parties, conciliates all private opinions, and 

renders those, who, by their Almighty 

Father, were made of one blood, to be also 

of one heart and one mind; brethren 

bound, firmly bound together by that 

indissoluble tie, the love .of their God, and 

the love of their kind." 

Encyclopedia Britannica. 1814. 

"The structure of the Lodge is a pat

tern of the universe; and the first entry of 

a mason represents the ~t worship of the 

true God." " The lIun and moon are em

blems of God's power, eternity, omnipre

sence, and benevolence. The ethereal 

mansions of the blessed, for possession of 

which all men hope, are typified by seven 

stars." 
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Brother WU.£IAM HUTCHINSOS. 

Edition 1814. 

"In forming this societ.y, which is at 

once religious and civil, great regard has 

been giYen to the first knowledge of the 

God of nature, and that acceptable service 

wherewith he is well pleased. This was 

tbe fil'st and corner .tone on which OUI' 

originals thought it expedient to place the 

foundation of masonry. They bad expe

rienced tbat by religion all civil ties and 

obligations were compacted, and that 

thence proceeded all the bonds which 

~ould unite mankind in. social intercourse; 

thence it was that they laid the foundation 

of tire edifice on the bosom of I'eligion. It 

is not to be presumed tbat we ar.e a set 

of men professing religiol,lB principles 

contrary to the revelations and doctrines 
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of the Son of God, reverencing a deity by 

the denomination of the God of nature, 

and denying that mediation which is 

graciously offered to all true believers. 

The members 01 our society at tAis day, in 

the third stage 01 masonry, conless them-

selves to be CHRISTIANS; the- veil of the 

temple is rent, the builder is smitten, and 

we are raised from the tomb of trans

gression. The master mason represents -a

man under the Christian doctrine, saved 

from the grave 61 iniquity, and raised to 

the laith 01 salvation." 

The mass of evidence here collected, 

whic!l needs no comment, will be abun

dantly sufficient to establish the filet, that 

our best -and wisest brethren have been 

uniformly of opinion, that the true desigti 
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and end of masonry is religion. It is in

deed ill vain to look for excellence in any 

system which is not founded on this basis; 

because all our hopes and all our fears 

al·e enfolded in the belief of a God, and a 

future state of rewards, to be attained by 

faith and obedience to his commands, and 

of punishmellts to be inflicted for a wilful 

and habitual violation of his laws. 

But th~ design of this little work em

braces a still wider and more comprehen

sive field of inquiry. I must show that 

the system of freemasollry is more con

genial with the spirit of Christianity than 

with ally other religion ever practised 

amongst mankind. And ihis will be satis

factorily proved by an attentive considera

tion of the lectures of ~asonry, and the 

m('chanism of initiation. 

D5 
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CHAP. III. 

Christianity was the True Religion from the Fal1 of Mao 

to the establiBhmeJlt of the Jewish Dispensation; even 

the temporary BJBteID revealed to Moses, WBI, in every 

material point, typbi of the perfected ChuIch of Je8U8 

CIlriIt; and therefore speculative MaIdnry being early 

1UIited with PaitJa in ChriIt, baa,. in all agel, retaiDecI 

the beneitl which it derived fro. this dipified alliance. 

ALL religions profess essentially tlte 

same system of morality; but every false 

scbeme of divine wonbip was but a per

verted imitation of the true one which 

prt'Ceded it; therefore aU. the commend

able parts of every religion under the sun, 

are but emanations from the original \vor-
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sbip of God. Now the first form of divine 

worsbip established on the earth after the 

·unhappy fall of man, was the S)'lltem of 

Christianity; and consequently. the mo

rality of every· l'eligion, how imperfect 

soever, is a remnant of Christian morality. 

If, in this discussion, the holy scriptures 

.may be appealed to as of undoub~d au

thority~ Jesus Christ was tbe.creator of the 

world. They tell us that Christ " in the 

beginning laid the foundations of the world, 

and the heavens were .the works of his 

hands."'" And again, "By Him (Christ) 

were all things created that are in heaven, 

and that are in earth."t " Allthings were 

made by him, aud without him was not 

allY thing made that was made."! These 

• Heb. e. i. v. 10. from PH. 102.-25. 

t Col. e. i. v. 10. * John e. i. v. S. 
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passages, enforced by innumerable others, 

are sufficient to prove that Jesus Chritt 

was the creator of the world. It will now 

be shewn that he gave His religion to the 

newly-formed man. 

The conditions being violated by which 

the tenure of life and happiness was held, 

the parents of mankind were expelled from 

Paradise; and the 'threatened pains and 

penalties were inflicted by a hand, which, 

while it brandished the sword of inexorable 

justice, held out, at the same time, the 

golden sceptre, of mercy to its fallen crea

tures. From the recollection of man's 

original felicity, and to guard the unhappy 

race against the consequences of Adam's 

delinquency, the first masons adopted two 

significant tokens, which bear a, striking 

reference to, the penitence of our progeni-
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torfl, and to· the rewrence and awe with 

which they beheld the radiant glory of 

God when summoned into bis presence to 

hear pronounced the fatal sentence of ex

pulsion, misery, and death. Thus ba

nished from the presence of God, into a 

world accursed for. their sin, and depend

ing alone on their own exertions for sup

port, they \vere reduced to the hard ne

cessity of using manual labour to procure 

the necessaries of life. and to avert the evil 

of perishing for want of food; for the 

earth was now deprived of all its sponta

·neous productions which contained the 

aliment essential to tbe support of human 

life. This was a calamity almost insup

portable to the miserable exile!!, whom 

habit had rendered unfit for such laborious 

employment" increased, as it wall, by 
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piercing re8eetions on the heinous nature 

of sin, which had desolated a perfect crea

tion; and the appalling proppect of deat.h, 

. the agonies of which struck them with 

horror, even in the beasts which were slain 

for sacrifice. These considerations bowed 

them down as penitents before tbe Throne 

of God, and introdueed an habitual sYHem 

.of piety, which cheered their laboorll, and 

removed the apprehension which the sen

tence of death had created in their minds • 

. From the fatigue conllequent on their daily 

toil, aod the remembrance of tbe suppli

cating posture in which they . implored 

forgiveness, have arisen two other tokeos, 

commemorative of these particulars. Com

miserating their unhappy (litllation, God 

gave the repentaut transgressors that 

soothing promise of rede":lPtion which 
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removed the fe.r. of death eternal; and 

they bailed with joy the means that should 

exalt 'bem to everlasting life. And hence 

originated the fifth and last token, ex

pressive of/aitla in the promised Redeemer. 

and laape of sharing tbe blessings he would 

convey to mankind. 

Here then we have tbe ptost intimate 

union between masonry and Christianity 

from the very fall of man; and I am not 

conscious of the occurrence of any event 

which had a tendency to separate them 

down to the pt"esent time. Enoch, a very 

assiduous mason, could not be willing 

to make this innovation, because he was 

also, in principle, a Christian, and did not 

confine his Christianity to the mere in

dulgence of private speculative opinions 

on its mysteries; but in ~is charges and 
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disquisitions of every kind, he actively eD

fm~ced doctrines by that r~rr€Zst cmful cf 

all rrnccntivesr the hnnuHrKiatirmJ 

again!lt impenitent sinners.... His faith in 

the promise of a mediai{r{ WKKKK so phrashrg 

L rhM he nhmiHr~d hirrr to the pn{

session of glory without undergoing the 

agonies of tempoml death. 

read of in scripture, or who is noticed ill 

our lecture!!. He did not change the pl'in-

ciples mKK{Krnrpr bUi satbr,s 

them by adding another degree which 

bears a direct relation to the Christian 

faitb; thn KKOVSHant mas k~snewsh with 

him lor ever; and the precepts which be 

inculcated were the very same which the 

Apustks of husus Chri{t nn tbr~r 
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converts to Christianity when applied to 

for a decision respecting ceremonial ob

servances.. From this circumstance, the 

professors of our science were distinguished 

by the significant appellation of Noachidm. 

J do not follow the posterity of Ham 

and Japhet ill their migrations into distant 

parts of the world, though. they carried 

\vith them the knowledge of masonry 

which they had acquired from their father 

Noah, for this obvious reason, because they 

renounced the 'practice of the true religion, 

and applied our science to purposes un

connected with its original designs, and 

productive of idolatry and atheism. Their 

conduct therefore can bave nothing to do 

with this discussion, but as it affords a 

strong negative proof that masonry was 

• Acts c, u, v. 29. 
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not disengaged from tbe sanctions of re

ligion by tbe race wbo practised it in 

primitive purity; and to show tbe ruinous 

tlffects whicb must necessarily en!lue~ 

when tempOFal scbemes are made to su

~rsede tbe" awful concerns of eternity. 

We may DOW safely pass on to tbe time 

e>f AbrabaQ)., under wbom tbe union be

tween masonry and Cbristianity was rather 

cemented than broken. He held more 

than one personal communication with 

Jesus Christ; and was accepted by faith 

-in the future QPpearance of that divine 

personage, rendered perfeet by obedience 

to His commands. To A brab,m it was 

therefore covenanted, that the promised 

seed should arise from lUs pqsterJty,wllo 

should convey eternal blessings to the 

worJd; and this seed, says St. Paul, was 
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J ems Christ.. Through faith in these re

peated promises it was, that all mankind 

were saved during the patriarchal ages, 

because there never existed any other me

dium of salvation, but only the name of 

Jesus Christ; "for the passion and resur .. 

rection of Christ, through which alone 

salvation could be had, wit4 the . glory 

that should follow, were articles of the 

prophets as well as the apostles' creed!'t 

The sovereignty given to the tribe of 

Judah by Jacob, was pronoun~ed by that 

. patriarch to be oolya temporary dominion, 

which was to expire when the universal 

expectation of all nations should appear 

to resume hil regal authority over man· 

• Gal. c. iii, Y. 16. 

t Dr. Ellis's inquiry, Whence cometh knowledge and 

undemandiDg to maD? 
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kind. And even the Mosaic dispclJ$Qtion, 

ushert>d in with all the solt>mnity which 

an omnipotent Being thought proper to 

bt>stow upon it, was but intt>nded to se

parate the Jews from the rest of the 

world who were immersed in idolatry, by 

such a series of distinctive observances as 

made it impossible, even for tlll'ir own 

tribes to be confounded with "each other; 

that the expected Saviour might proceed 

from a stock uncontaminated with the 

pollutions of false worship. 

This dispensation was, in every parti

cular, typical of the perfected church of 

Christ; and was giveo" to introduce and 

restore a permanent religion, which was 
completed by the sacrifice of its founder; 

who opcot>d the door of mercy on all 

mankind, by a full f(~\'elation of a fu~ur~ 
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state, and an unequivocal disclosure of 

the means of salvation. 

'fo prevent the- Israelites from retm'ning 

to the idolatries they had left behind them 

in Egypt, whose splendid and imposing 

ceremonies were calculated to captivate 

the human heart, and lead it astray from 

the true worship of God, to follow the 

innovations of men; Mo!es erected a su

perb tabernacle in the wilderness; (or the 

Israelitc! are upbraided with carrying-in 

their wanderingll, the portable tabernacle 

o( Molodl, and the image and star of 

Reml'han. To 'lbviate these evilll, the 

tabernacle of the true God was set up; 

constructed so ingeniously as to Sef\'e the 

pUl'pOSCS of a temple for divine worship, 

and to be expeditiously remov\lble with 

"','ery change o( situation which they were 
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directed to make. This tabernacle was 

furnished with an ark, an oracle, an altar, 

&c., and numerous servic~ were' , ap

pointed to be performed by the priests on 

the authority of God himself j which,

while they answered every purpose of pre. 

sent devotion, had a reference to a future 

ditlpensation, which was to continue to 

the end of the world. With this people 

then, the original conklexion between ma

sonry and religion could sustain no de

terioration; but an union so genial and 

beneficial would be more strongly ce

mented, and even assiduously cultivated 

by all its professors who steadfastly ad

hered to the true worship, and with it to 

primitive masonry. 

But the Jewillh religion was only,a tem

porary dispensation, instituted to prevent 
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tbe tnle system of divine worship from 

being lost; and the essential points of that 

system were preserved continually alive 

in men's minds by a series ~f types and 

references which could not. be misun

der&tood. 

And first, the oblations which were 

made by tbe people towards the erection 

of this celebrated 'edifice~ were so many 

types of the several graces of Christianity. 

The gold of Faith, the silver of Hope; 

the precious stones of Charity.; tbe blue 

colour of the silks, &c. denoted the lifting 

up our hearts to heayen; a .privilege con!" 

veyed to mankind by the meritorious 

atonement of Jesus Christ; the purple, 

OUI' warfare and tribulation for the sake 

of religion; and 'he crimson, or as the 

original words (tolaghath shani) signify, 
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the double scarlet, the joint love of God 

and man. 

Tl£JiS taheJiSj,(£cle liedf 8 dietinct 

of the church 0f Christ, the Son of Gud; 

for the l4irmer '+,JiSas hi'+, ceremJiSnial, "0 

tJle latter was his spiritual residence, It 

was built dp,e East ,end and so &,ne 

all Christian churches, to denote the rise 

and ptr~f,pagftion k~he g£$fpel,;;,~hich 

first preached in the east, and afterw81'ds 

ove±~ the mhnlc of the 

western world, where it now flourishes 

morJiS nbund;f,J:+tly than in any other 

d thn globe~ It was also intended to 

shew further, the vast extent the per

heeted chufuh, whinh dmuld feach ~ 

length from east to west; in -breadt4 

lrom Kwrth so~eth ; in JiSGmpK'Ge~ 

should ultimately. include the whole ha-
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bitable globe, and extend from earth to 

heaven. The tabernacle was built rather 

for the preservation of unity of worship, 

than as a place of itself intrinsically holy, 

because God is eqnally present in all 

places; and this is also the peculiar de

sign of Christian churches, for every indi

vidual member of Christ is a temple in 

which the holy spirit of God resides. 

The wisest and best of men amongst the 

Israelitc!fI, united in the most perfect bond 

of harmony and peace to construct the 

tabernacle in the wilderness, as SQlolQon's 

temple was afterwards boilt, without the 

use of axe, hammer or metal tool; so the 

spiritual building of Christ's church sllould 

be made perfect, without discord or con

tentious disputations, for God is not the 

author of confusion but of peace. 

E 
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The three divisions of the tabernacle, 

viz. the outer court, which was open to 

the people; the sanctuary, into which the 

priests were admitted; and the holy 0/ 
holies, to which none had access but the 

high priest alone, were typical of the con

stitution of the Christian church. The 

whole congregation of the people are de

noted by the tirst; the bishops, priests· 

and deacons, who pel'form the sacred of

fices of Christianity by the second; and 

Jesus Christ himself, our eternal high 

pl'iest, by the third. 

At the dedication of the tabernacle, the 

Klory 0/ the L(Jrd, in the form of a palpable 

cloud, tilled it within and without, and at 

length remained stationary over the sane-

114m sanet01'W'll. This was figurative of 

Christ's universal presence iil his church; 
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and the continual protection which he has 

promised to all his faithful worshippers. 

A cloud was frequently used as peculiarly 

indicative of the Divine prest>nce. The 

token of Noah's covenant was a bow set. 

in a cloud. God brought bis people out 

of Egypt by a pillar of a cloud. Moses 

communed with the Lord on Mount Sinai 

in a cloud. The dedication of the taber

nacle and of the temple, were sanctified by 

God in a cloud. Jesus Christ was trans

figured in a cloud; ascended up to heaven 

in a cloud; and shall come in a cloud to 

judgment. 

The sanctum sapctorum was a type of 

heaven, whither Christ is gone as our 

high priest to intercede before the throne 

of God ill behalf of· his people. It was 

the immediate residence of the Deity, who 

E2 
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dwelt between tbe cherubims of the 

mercy-seat in the form of a bright cloud. 

Tbe typical meaning of the ark and its 

appendages is this: the ark itself, made 

of imperishable materials, was a figure 

of Christ's body. It was compo~ed of two 

fiubstances, wood and gold, typical of his 

two distinct natures, the human and divine. 

Tbe three consecrated symbols it contained 

referred to the three. sacred offices of 

Cbrist; the tables 0/ the .lato pointed to 

bis regal power; the' rod 0/ Aaron to his 

priesthood; and tbe pot 0/ manna, with 

wbich tbe cbildren of Israel were fed in 

the wilderness, to his propbetical office, 

by which the 8Ouls. of tbe faithful are fed 

'and nourished. Tbe four 'l'ings, whicb 

supported the ark, denoted tbe four gos

lrels; and the buds on Aaron's rod were 
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symbolical of the revival of the body at 

the final resurrection. 

The men:y seat had a direct reference to 

Jesus Cbrist,who is the true {Nx,~ptOIl or 

propitiatory, that reconciled mankind to 

the Fathe~ by his meritorious death. The 

1:Mrubs, with their wings extended o,'er 

the mercy seat, wert; emblematical of the 

angels who minister in the church of 

Christ. This covering of the ark con

cealed the holy law of God from public 

view: so Christ protects bis people from 

the effects of tbe same law, whose letter 

is eternal death. 

The veil which sepatated the holy from 

the most holy place, was the sacred par

tition which prevented mankind from 

prying into the mysteries which were 

concealed in this temporary dispensation '; 

E3 
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but at the crucifiXion of Christ it was 

supernaturally rent in sunder from the 

top to the bottom; thus testifying that the 

typical worship was no longer necessary, 

now the end of all the types was come to 

re-establish the true religion; for the 

knowledge which Was prohibited under 

the law, was fully revealed in the gospel; 

and as there was no access to God but 

through the veil, so there can be none 

in the Christian dispensation but through 

the intercession of Christ. 

In the middle division of the tabernacle 

was the altar oj incense, which was sym

bolical of Christ, through whom mankind 

offer up their prayers as incense, and the 

lifting up of their hands as an evening sacri

fice. The crown o/goldwas figurative of 

Christ's regal dignity, and the horns were 
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expressive of his. power. No incense was of~ 

fered but upoo· this altar; and no prayers 

are efficacious but such as are offered through 

Chlist. The shew bread was typical of the 

disciples ·of Christ in all ages of the world, 

who are nourished by his doctrine to their 

final salvation; for Christ was the true 

bread of' life. The. golden candlestick 

denoted the superior illuminations deriva

ble from the operation of God's holy spirit 

under the gospel dispensation; the light 

was typical of the word of God, and the 

oil of the graces and perfections of Chris~ 

tian holiness. 

In the outer court was the altar for 

sacrifices, which was also symbolical of 

our Saviour, whose sacrifice upon the altar 

of the cross, was daily prefigured by the 

innumerable sacrifices which \vere here 

E4 
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Shl~ "O'he l~l'T symbolized 

of t£3ptitm, ll¥hiltO it the 

sacred rite of admission tito thee h rill tian 

church. 

The boards or pillars which supported 

thiE taOiErn¥de ltiEeriE of all 

fai~hful Chllisti'YKls, mOo iElle in 

scripture as pilh,rs th~l temd1e Klf Tc~; 

the bars refelTed . to the miniaters of Christ's 

church; aad Christ himself is the founda

tiY)ll, 'h~picted hy tfle f"il!rS end llocOe!8; 

aeO as theiEe weiEe tmi) SOKlOete Klnh"ir eeery 

pillar, so they wemlt in)ended deltllllte 

the two natures of Christ. 

It will be seen, that, in following the 

altltl)ngltme%"lt ot thlt °mm)er 

miltre pltopedy the 

(or 

Ject¥re, 

I ha,·e beeKl as Klencille poltllible in e¥U .. 

merating the typical applications of the 
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tabernacle and its appendages to Chris

tianity, which was the true religion on 

which Judaism was engrafted for wise 

and inscrutable purposes; and if we exa

mine the se"ices and other ~mponent 

parts of the institution itself, we shall find 

that they all point equally to the same 

event, the coming of Shilo predicted by 

Jacob while the Israelites were in Egypt; 

and the full establishment of Christianity, 

by the total subversion of this temporary 

and figurative institution. 

'I'he Annual Sacrifices were typical of 

the sacrifice of Christ. They cleansed the 

sinner from all moral as well as ceremo

nial defilement; but a repetition of them 

every year was essential, because of the 

imperfection of a system which necessarily 

ordained that one man should atone for 

B5 
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another; but the one saerifice of Christ; 

God as well as man, purifies the cen

science for ever from sin. The humt 

offerings were also typical of the same 

Divine persoDJ'ge. They were burnt with

out the camp, and Christ waS sacrificed 

without the city, Theirblood was sprinkled 

un the ark of the covenant to propitiate 

the Deity who dwelt between the chern

bims; and Christ's blood was poured out 

in the face of heaven as a sacrifice of a 

sweet smelling savou.', . to wash away the 

sins of men, 

The scapegoat, the paschal lamb, tbe 

cities of l'efuge, the daily sacl'ifices, the 

temple, were equally types of Christ; as 

the jubilee waa of the Gospel, and Mount 

Zion ,of thc·Chul'ch, It ill in fact unne

cessary, in a disquisition of this nature, to 
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multiply evi.dences for the purpose of prov

ing th~t the entire system of Judaism was 

typical of Christianity ; and consequently 

that salvation was then, as now, suspended 

on the· indispensable condition of faith in 

the Mediator. And this was not an ob

scure doctrine, partIally understood by the 

Jews; for their prophets were conti

nually sounding it in their ears, and thel'e 

was scarcely a generation from Moses to 

Malachi which did not hear it enforced by 

the awfnl sanction of rewards and punish

ments. 

Hence, as "the glad tidings of salva

tion to be attained through Christ, were 

as ancient as the time of man's sin ;"'" 

and as they were constantly and unequi

vocally acknowledged by. patriarchs and 

• Joseph Mede. 

E6 
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prophets until the actual appearance of 

Christ upon earth; we may safely pro

nounce that the onetrne and unchangeable 

religion, which extends from the begin

ning to the end of time, and has hitherto 

been distinguished by the express appro

bation of God in every gradation, is that 

which is now known by tbe significant 

appellation of Christianity. But genuine 

speculative masonry bas been alone pre

served by the race of men who were the 

conservators of this religion; it follows, 

therefore, that speculative masons, in every 

age of tbe world, have been the exclusive 

professors of the tl'1le reHgion, or Chris

tianity; and hence masonry and religion 

.have been cemented from the creation tQ 

the present time. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Emy event alluded to in the hiltorkal part of the ~ 

Lectmee, bas a direct reference to Jesus Christ, or the 

Christian religion. 

THB system which i. now practised under 

the denomination of freemasonry was ori

ginallyan intellecru..l pursuit, which bad 

God and his worship for its sole object of 

meditation, and consequently was not by 

any means connected with a mechanical 

craft. Its name corresponded with its 

nature, for it was designated by a term 

signifying LIGHT, purity, or perfection. To 

trace the origin of its present appellation 
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tbrough all its various ramifications, amidst 

the gloomy days when ignorance and bar

barism had overrun the world, ,were a for

bidding and almost an useless task, We 

know that thos~ ages abounded in opera-
• 

tive architects, who, taking advantage of 

the inanity of the few speculative masons 

who continued to· practise our science in its 

native purity, boldly pronounced themselves 

the sole conservatol'S of masonry; while 

the unassuming Essenes were incompetent 

to unmask tile pretenders, or to refute their 

confident assumption of our peculiar pri

fileges, 

The historical part of our lectures has an 

undoubted l'eference to something of .. a 

higher and more exalted nature tban the 

mere· construction of sumptuolls edifices; 

something which e~braces the vital part 
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ofreligion, and points to an exaltation from 

the grave ohin, and redemption from eter

ual death. Privileges which were wrought 

out by the great author and finisher of our 

faith, and which consequently refer to him 

as the object of thtdr illustration and 

fulfilment, 

The first great event to which our lec

tures refer (for I shall take them in chro

nological order, and not as they occur in 

the illustrations), is the creation of the 

world.'" This work was performed. by 

Jesus Christ, and therefore its reference to 

the Christian l'eligion need scarcely be 

insisted on. Like the initiation into the 

first degree of masonry, there was nothing 

before the creation but darkness, a void 

space and undistinguishable confusion. 

.• F. c; Lect. Seb. 2. 
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But from this darkness, at the all powerful 

word of Christ, sprang Ii light ofinconceiv

able brightness,· which illuminated the 

newly created universe; like the light 

which bursts on the aspirant's soul, when 

the bandages of ignorance are removed, 

and he beholds the first cheering ray of 

truth emanate from the shining light of 

integrity and devotion. 

" Abel offered a more acceptable sacri

fice than his brother Cain .... 

The institution of sacrifices at the faU 

was intended to keep alive the great sacri

fice of atonement by which Jesus Christ 

should expiate the consequences of Adam's 

sin. These. sacrifices were therefore 

ordained to be bloody, as more expressly 

typical of that great event. And this Was 

• E • .A. P. Lect. See. 8. 
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the sole intention of an ordinance which, 

abstractedly considered, could possess no 

efficacy whatever. For. what is there in 

the simple act of killing a beast, and offer

ing certain parts of its body and blood on 

an altar, that is capable of appeasing the 

just wrath o{ an offended God 1 The . 
sacrifice of Abel derived its merit, princi-

pally, from the expression of faith in the 

antitype, and obedience -to the commands of 

God. And these, accordingly, have been 

essential conditions of salvation from the 

origin of terrestial things; and will remain 

so to the end of time. Hence, at the 

emigrations from Shinar, we find that 

every tribe which colonized any other part 

of the globe, prese"ed tbe rite of sacrificing 

pure and uncontaminated with the adulte .. 

rations of religion; and thus with the) 
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type, un indistinct knowledge of the anti

type was preserved in every nation of tbe 

world; and the idea of one dying as an 

expiation to tbe Gods, was not only 

believed, but practised in every system of 

religion which prevailed among mankind, 

whether Jew or Gentile; and the ooly 

reasoo wby Abel's sacrifice was approved 

and that of Cain rejected, was because the 

former being bloody, retained the typical . 
reference to the great atonement,aod the 

latter, being uobloody, was offered in 

disobedience to God's ~ommands. But 

Abel himself was an eminent type of Christ. 

Abel was a shepberd; Christ styles himself 

the good shepherd. Righteous Abel was 

the first martyr for religion, and was offer

ed to God as a pure and holy sacrifice j 

Christ too was offered without spot as a 
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martyr for the sins of the world. Abel 

was slain through envy, so was Christ; 

and as the offering of Abel was acceptable 

to God, so also was the offering of Christ. 

"Noah waS ajust and upright man, and 

obtained salvation in the ark, when all the 

hnman race perished in the Hood, except 

himselfand rigbteous family."'" 

This event refers to the salvation which 

arises by virtue of Christ's sacrifice, and 

the admission to it by the rite of baptism. 

The punishment which God has threatened 

to inflict on a guilty world, may be averted 

by taking refuge under the meritorious 

atonement of Christ, as Noah avoided the 

deluge by entering into the ark, which 

Hoated on the waters of destruction; while 

they overwbelmed all tbe faithless and 

'! E. A. P. Lect. See. 3. 
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unbelieving who rejected the ark of safety 

which God had provided, under the deceit

ful expectation that his threatenings would 

Ilever be executed. 

The terrible nature of this judgment haa 

induced the unbelievers of the present day 

to pronounce it fabulous. But there is no 

fact better attested, equally from the tes

timony of sacred and profane writers, and 

from the deductions of reason. Many hea

then authors have recorded the circumstan

ces of that tremendous display of God's 

power and justice, and St. Peter refers to 

it as expressly typical of our admission into 

the Christian covenant.'" There exists R 

tradition of it in every nation under 

heaven; and the memory was preserved 

amongst the ancient idolaters in their mys. 

• 1 fet. c. iii. 'f. 21, 
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teries; all of which bore an undoubted 

reference to this fact. 

"At the grand fe~tival which Abraham 

gave at the weaning of his son Isaac, 

Sarah detected Ishmael, the son of Hagar. 

the Egyptian bondwoman, in the act of 

teasing and perplexing. her son. She, 

therefore, remonstrated with Abraham, 

saying, cast out tbis bondwoman and her 

son, for the son of this bondwoman shall 

not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 

She spake under the impulse of divine 

inspiration; well kno~ing that from Isaac's 

loins should issue a mighty people, who 

lIhould lIerve the Lord with freedom, 

fervency, and zeal; and fearing that from 

too familiar an intercourse with a person 

of Ishmael's slavish extraction, the pure 

stock set apart for the preservation of 
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God's true worship might, become con

taminated with the degenerate vices of 

slavery."· 

This transaction is said by St. Paul to be 

allegorical of the two covenants of Judaism 

and Christianity. Ishmael was born after 

the flesh, Isaac after tbe spirit, by the 

immediate agency of God himself, which 

shews the superiority of the Christian 

over the Jewish, or any other religion: 

the latter generate to bondage and are 

merely ceremonial; the former is perfectly 

spiritual and leads to everlasting life. 

"Abrabam 'offered his son Isaac in sacri

fice, when it pleased tbe Lord to substitute 

a more agre~able victim in his stead.f" 

As Isaac was an express type of Christ, 

so this event pointed out the great atone-

.. E. A. P. Lect. See. 6. t E. A. P. Lert. Sec. 3. 
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ment; Isaac was named by a celestial 

messenger before he . was born, so was 

Christ; Isaac carried the. wood on which 

he was offered, and Christ bare the cross 

on which he was crucified; Isaac was 

offered on mount Moriah; Christ was offer

ed on an adjoining mountain; Isaac 

was to suffer by his father's hand, and 

whose sword was it that pierced Christ ? 

Isaac was redeemed from death three days 

after Abrabam was commanded to offer 

him up; and Christ was raised from the 

dead three days after his actual crucifixion. 

And lastly, Isaac became tbe father of the 

Jt:ws, as Christ is tbe universal father of 

the Christians. How can these veryextra

ordinary coincidences be accounted for, on 

any other principle than type and antitype.? 

And who can sit in. a mason's lodge and 
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hear them expatiated on, ",ithout feeling a 

conviction that the lectures of masonry 

have a clear and indissoluble connection 

with the sacred truths of religion ? 

" Jacob was the beloved son of Re~cca, 

the wife of Isaac, &c. &C. To escape 

from the fury of his brother Esau, &C. &c. 

he was sent by his mother into Mesopota-· 

mia, &C. Fatigued with his journey be 

lay down to rest, &c., and dreamed a re

markable dream. A LADDBR, lvhose foot 

was plaated on the earth, and whose top 
reached to the heavens, was' fiHed with 

angelic messengers ascending and des

cending, and surmounted by the majesty 

of God, &C. &c. In this place the Lord 

entered into a solemn league and cove

nant .with Jacob, &C. &c. &c.". 

• E. A. P. Lect. See. 8.. 
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This ladder, which thus connected hea

ven and earth, had a plain reference to 

that religion which conveys to man the 

privilege of unrestricted communication 

with God, by means of prayer and medita

tion; and the ministr3tion of angels, as 

messengers of heaven, is plainly pointed 

out. The angels attended our Saviour 

in every step of his divine mission. His 

incarnation was announced by an angel; 

his birth was carolled by choirs of angels; 

they watched with intense interest every 

gradation of his great mediatOrial under

taking. They were continually ascending 

or descending, to convey tidings or- to

bring consolation, while his heavenly fath~r 

from the summit of the. ladder beheld his 

con8.ict with the powers of darkness; saw 

him lead captivity captive; r:ejoiced in his 
I' 
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transcendent victory over death and hell; 

~nd . r~~~ived him the 

triumphant acclamations. of the. heaven. 

5y hettt 

"Jacob wrestled with an angel, and his 

23ucc~23sful t;e~g:gtenti~il was ~ro~~~~,:l with a 

blessing for himself and his posterity."· 

in coni':23tt 

wlth the Son 0/ God:; for the holy personage 

who appeareh to him. at h:eniel,; was 

:;:;the~ titan se~:;:;:;:;d i~ the Tri

nity.; shews the necaaity of continual ap-

p lllc~:g.~n fo~gg71erci~:;:;. by we 

pectto.receive an answer to our petitions j 

lor it ~as to thisp~hgeipl~ that 

.indebted for the blessing, of God.· 

" his by the 

mandofGod, at the bu .. uing .. bu~Jn ~ 

E. A. P. Lect. Sec. So 
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Horeb, that he might be r.eady to oft'er up 

his prayers to the Almighty; to thank hi~ 

for mercies received, c,rave pardon for past 

oft'ences, and implore his aid and protec

tion ip all future endeavours .. •• 

This e~ract carries with it its own in

terpretation. Prayer is an act of religion; 

our lectures recommend prayer; we prac

tice it in every step of our proceedings; 

and therefore it is preposterous to argue 

that religion is- excluded from, our insti ... 

tution. 

"A great and mighty wind blew,. first 

from the east to facilitate the passage of 

the· Israelites ov,er the Red Sea in their 

e~pe from Egyptian bondage;, and' 

then from the opposite point of the com

pass, which overwhelmed Pharaoh and 

• R. A. Lec:t; Sec. I. 

112 
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his host in their attempt to follow 

them."· 

This deliverance, which was preceded by 

the sacrifice of the passover, prefigured the 

deliverance of mankind from sin by Jesus 

Christ, denoted ~y the sacrifice of the im

maculate paschal lamb, of which a bone was 

forbid to be broken. The passage througb 

the Red Sea refers to baptism ; for, as tbe 

Israelites were obliged to pass through the 

water before they could receive possession 

of the promised land, so it is necessary 

for Christians to be purified with the 

waters of baptism before they can obtain 

a title to the kingdom of heaven. 

" The pillar of a cloud and of fire are 

thus represented in a mason's lodge ••• •• .. 

'rhey were alight and a guide to the 

• E. A. P. Lect. See. 1. 
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Israelites in tbeir escape from the pro

tracted opresl'ion of Egypt; and also 

preceded Pharaoh and bis bost to des

truction in the Red Sea.". 

The Israelites who followed this pillar 

of a cloud by day, and of fire by night, 

represent the whole community of Chris

tians following Jesus, the captain of their 

salvation; and were they to forsake the 

path which he has marked out for them, 

they would soon be left to the uncertain 

guidance of their own inventions; and like 

Pharaoh and his host, would perish in the 

sea of destruction. 

" The Israelites were a rebellious and 

disobedient people; and were sentenced 

to wander in the wilderness forty years. 

Here they were miraculously sustained 

• F. C. Lect. See. t. 
11'3 
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by the mighty power of God. Bread wu 

given to them from heaven, and water 

issued, from the dry rock at tbe word of 

Moses, &c. &c."· 

The chequered scenes of good and eVil 

to which' Christians . are su~ject in this 

probationary state are aptly compared to 

the miseries and fiuctuations of the Ii

raelites during their sojournings in tbe 

wilderness; and should make UB anxious 

for a better .country, . a bonse not m.ade 

with bands, eternal in tbe heavens. The 

manna pointed to Jesus the true bread 

of life; the rock from which water was 

extracted by the agency of themiracu

culous rod of Moses, bad a reference to 

that fountain ·of living waters, of which 

he who drinks shall thirst DO more j 

• lIrI. lIrI. Lect. Sect. 5. 
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the stretching out of Meses' arms' while 

tbe Amalekites were subdued, was ·aD 

emblem of the conquest of sin and Satan, 

by the extension of Christ's arms upon 

tbe cross; the brasm serpent elevated on a 

pole that the Israelites might loek thereon 

and be healed, was symbolical of Christ's 

body exposed on the cross for the salvation 

of sinners; and the blood of the sacrifices 

signified the blood of Christ, the seal of tlle 

covenant, by which our sins and iniquities 

are purged and done away. 

"Moses caused a taberuacle '0 be 

erected in the wilderness as a repository 

for the tables of the law, as well as a 

place for .the solemnization of divine wor

ship, &C. &0.". 

The erection of the tabernacle, as well 

• • E. A. P. Leet. Sec. s. 
11'4 
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as thE! se"ices of Jewish worship, baving' 

already been explained as typical of Chris:.. 

tianity, I pass 'on to tbe building of the 

temple by Solomon. 

On the spot 'of ground where this fanlous 

edifice was afterwards erected" King David 

offered up 'his prayers to God, who was 

pleased to put a stop to .the pestilence 

which then raged amongst his people, as a 

punishment for his own iiuprudence, ih 

having ordered them to be numbered; and 

- gave him a TOKEN of reconciliatio~" 

&c. &c,. 

. This is an undoubted act of genuine 

religion; and as it forms one fundamental 

basis of our Lodge's consecration, it holds 

out something more tllanan equivocal 

proof of the existence of l'eligion within 

• E. A. P. Lect. Sec. 2. 
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otst waUt it shews thet OU?~ iUustt&:1ttions 

have a tendency to elevate the heart to 

thet subHrf±e hetH rait1t±d us 

from the grave of sin by the sacred points 

of Christi£b,ii fellewrhip hath bnrtruet;ef us 

in the terms of reconciliation; and given us 

the Gorptl, which peints out the 

resurrection from the de~&d, end ever.last

jng life in the paradise of God .. 

Chere ",,'as neithet; ~b,xe, H€;b,mmr;r nor 

metal tool used at. the building of King 

Sc)lc>mon') temIlh~, so ~hat was 

heard among the workmen of Zion, save 

h¥:s)wony nnd II. 
This arrangement of the Most High, 

eznblemat&"elly out that brace, 

harmony, and brotherly love, were to be 

cha,)¥:zcteC"tic of gnfpe] dhspen-

• .E. P. Li555;. &c. 2. 

F 5 
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satiOD. Tlie1emple WIll built onMowK 

Moriah, ODe of the hills of ,Zion, which is 

the name given to the Christian ohunm, 

and Christ is the foundation stone on 

which it is erected." 

" The stones were carved, marked, and 

. numbered in the quarry from whence they 

were hewn; ,the timber was prepared and 

marked in the forest; and, when brought 

• It is asserted by the 'Rabbins, that King Solomon 

received a seeret from Asmodeus an evil.pirit, mendooed 

in the book of Tobit, who Jiad usurped hia throne, and 

afterwards became hia prisoner. By the use of this he 

was enabled to finish the temple without the use ofaxe, 

hammer, or metal tOol; for the stone' achamir, which had 

been presented to him by the dllemon, JIOII8eBaed the pro

perty of cutting any other llUbetanee as a diamond cua 

glass. This, h0W6ver, is wholly fabulous. Metal tools 

were used in the forest and the quarry~ and it was by a 

very natural process that the building was COIlStrueted 

without the pollution of these inatrumenUl. 
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to Jerusalem and put together, each part 

fitted with such perfect exactness, as made 

it eppear rather Cbewotk of the great 

architect of the universe, than an exertion 

of human skill.". 

Every Christian is a stone in this spiri

tual edifice, which, when properly modelled 

and polished by the exercise of religion, and 

the practice of morality, and fitted for 

translation to a celestial building, he is 

cemented with his perfected brethren, by 

charity, into a beautiful temple prepared 

on earth, and put together in heaven. 

I might notice many other particulars, in 

this division of the lectures, which point 

out the intimate connection between 

masonry and religion i but enough hu 

.been said to prove the truth of the propo-

• Eo A. P. Lect. Sec. 2-
I' 6 
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siLion, tbat the historical part of masonry 

consists purely of unmixed religiou; and 

contains' a regular· series' of undoubted 

references to Christianity. 
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CHAP. V. 

The fllOrtJliJy of Masonry is precisely the same as that of 

Christianity. 

THIS division will consist almost solely 

of the morality exhibited in the lectures of 

Masonry; for I conjecture that the doc

trines will be' found so closely allied to 

religion, that comment will be scarcely 

necessary. The lectures will be quoted 

from publications authorized by the Grand 

Lodge, and can therefore be subject to 

no exception on the ground of authen

ticity.· 

• Every quotation brought forward in proof of this pro

position, will be selected from lletached parts -of the lecturu 

alreIIdy 
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The gfu'eat 

which has excited so many unjust sus pi

il'klns its is tbu lsecrfJi'!l whi??b 

has been inviolably observed respecting 

pe??iiliar fro!lill the uil??atio£1 

of the world to the present time. Our 

luuturuil th?? pra+illiliue sud? 

arguments as ihese.· "Of all the arts 

Hkbich iliBSonlil 

particularly distinguishes them. Taci

Wlililnity a puoof wifu'b£1m; und is 

allowed to b?? of thu utmGfu't implufu'tanUG 

in the different transactions of life. The 

of inestimable "alue; and that it is agree-

?ilillldy lTiliilifu'ed iG fu'fu'~:stoD', " 3'kll18trl'&'lJll'~" IT llllRlinson', 
" Spirit of Masonry," and Inwood's " Sermons," under the 
:Glletion UK u¥'probatk.u of th: lTrand L"ikeof Eilil~,.d, an&' 
KG eYlb'. "fu'Wlooieor, pubJiaZlllCfu' under the ezpreu iliUletion 
eI the Grand Lodge of America. 
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&bIe, to the Deity himself may be easily 

conceived "from. the glorious example 

which he gives, in eoneealing from man

kind the sec~ts of his providence. The 

wisest of men cannot pry into the arcana 

of heaven; . nor can th~ divine to-day 

what to-morrow may bring forth: .. 

The lectures define free.masonry to be 

a " science which includes all others; 

which inculcates human and divine' know

ledge, and teaches man his duty to God, 

his neigbbour, and himself/'t Here we 

have surely a decisive proof, in the very 

definition of our Order, that it is 'fOUlld~ 

ed on religion; for nothing but a rell

gious system can inculcate this constella

tion of grand and important duties. 

• E A P. Lect. Sec. 1. quoted from Preston. 

t R A. Lect. Sec, 2, from Webb. 
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"From east to west free-masonry ex

tends; and between the north and south 

in every clime and nation are masons to 

be found. 'Our institution is said to be 

supported by wisdom, strength, and beauty ; 

because it is necessary that there should be 

wisdom to contrive, strength to support, 

and beauty to adom all great and impor

tant undertakings. Its dimensions are un

limited, and its covering no less than the 

canopy of heaven. • To this oldect the 

mason's mind is constatltly directed, and 

thither he hopes at last to arrive by the aid 

of the theological ladder, which Jacob 

in his vision saw extending from earth to 

heaven; the three principal rounds of 

which ~re faith, hope, and charity; which 

admonish us to have faith in God, hope in 

immortality, and charity to all mankind."· 

• E. A..P. Lect. Sec. 4. from Webb. 
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Faith, hope, and charity, are virtues 

connected with religion, if any affinity can 

be traced between r~ligion and morality. 

But cbarity united with faith and hope is 

pure Christianity. Faith imprints a strong 

sense of duty on the mind, and displays 

the glorious prospect of an eternal reward. 

Hope vigorously discharges the duty under 

a strong assurance that the reward is 

attainable. But charity surmounts all dif

ficulties, turns duty into delight, and con

tributes to a final consummation in glory. 

He~ce arises the most exalted prerogative 

of charity over all other gifts and perfec

tions. Charity is the distinguishing charac

teristie-ofthe Deity. All other virtues are 

mortal; charity alone is immortal. It will 

beam resplendent rays through all eternity, 

and like the CBN1'RAL STAR of heaven shall 
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utterly extinguish all·inferior ligbts by its 

unfading lustre. "Charity never faileth," 

says a great Christian teacher, " but 

whet-'er there be prophecies, they shall 

fail; whether there be tongues, they shall 

cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall 

vanish away."· These gifts being adapted 

solely to the imperfect state of bum an na

ture, their utility will cease in a state of 

absolute perfection. Eveu the glorious 

habits of faith and hope, though essential 

qualifications in this mortal state, will have 

no part in the heavenly life, because they 

arp but earthly virtues, for charity is the 

only step which penetrares the clouds, even 

to the throne of God. ·The time will come 

when, seeing the things which are now 

unseen, we shall not need the evidence 

• 1 Cor. c. ziii. v. 8. 
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of faith; poll8essing the rewards now 

hoped for, we shall not want the 888uraDce 

of hope. But when faith and hope shaJl 

have had their perfect end and consumma

tion, charity will exist covered with aU its 

brilliant glories, and overshadowed with 

a radiance which can suffer no diminution. 

Hence . the true mason will be transported 

beyond. all "bounds, when placed in the 

immediate presence of the majestic Object 

of his former faith and hope, and in the 

actual enjoyment of celestial bliss. The 

inexpressible excellency of the divine light 

will continually supply him with fresh 

ardour of affection, with reoewed senti

ments of adoration. In this Grand Lodge 

all will be immutably perfect and bappy 

under the influence of universal charity. 

As there will be no wants to relieve, no 
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distress to pity; aU in that blessed assem

bly will enjoy a plenitude of bliss, emanat

ing from the sacred source of infinite 

goodness, truth, and mercy. Tbe souls of 

the just will form but one glorious company 

with the angels and archangels; possessed 

of one mind, and with one voice recounting 

the praises of the spotless LAMB. With 

thoughts, capacities and powers. baving but 

one tendency, one centre, they will all unite 

to adore the Great I AM, in peace, harmony, 

and brotherly love. 

" Every well-governed lodge is fur

nished with theHolg Bible, the Square, and 

the Campau. The Bible points out the 

:path that leads to happinestl, and is dedi

cated to God ; the square teaches to regu

late our conduct by the principles of mo

rality and virtue, and is dedicated to the 
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master; the compa!;s teaches to limit our 

desires in every station, and is dedicated 

to the brethren. The Bible is dedicated 

to the service of God, because it is the in

estimable gift of God to man; the square 

to the master, because, being the proper 

masonic emblem of his office, it is con

stantly to remind him of the duty he owes 

to the lodge over which he is appointed to 

preside; and the compass to the craft, 

because, by a due attention to its use, they 

are taught to regulate their desires, and 

keep their passions within due bounds .... 

"The ornamental parts of a lodge are, 

the Mosaic pavement, the indented Tressel, 

and the blazing Star. The Mo~aic pave

ment is emblematic of human life, che

quered with good and evil; the beautiful 

• E. A. P. Lect. Sect. 5, from Webb. 
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border which surrounds it, those blessings 

and comforts which surround us, and 

which we hope to obtain by a faithful re

liance on Divine Providence, which is 

hieroglyphically represented by the blazing 

fltar in the centre. The moveable and im

moveable jewels are the square, the level, 

and the plumb-rule, the rough and perfect 

. ashIer and the tressel board. These ap

pear to be mere instruments of labour; 

but the moral, to which they respectively 

point, renders them jewels of inestimable 

value. The square teaches morality and 

justice; the level equality,_ and the plumb

rule integrity. By the rough ashIer 

we are reminded of our rude and imperfect 

state by nature; by the perfect ashIer 

that state of perfection at which we hop~ 

to arrive by a virtuous education, aided by 
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divine grace; and the tressel board re

minds us that, as the operative workman 

erects his temporal building agreeably to 

the rules and designs laid down by the 

master on his tressel board, 80 should we 

eadeavour to erect our spiritual building 

agreeably, to the rules and desigas laitl 

down by the supreme architect of the 

universe in tbe Holy Bible, which is a 

mason's spiritual tressel board. That 

book, which is nlVer closed in any ltJdse, 

reveals the duties which the great master' 

of all exacts from us; and were we 

conversant tberein and adherent thereto, 

it would bring us to a house not made 

with,hands, eternal in:the beavenS'."· 

These are extracts from the 'abundant 

storesofmorality arid religion contained in 

• E. A. P. Leet. Sec. I) from Webb. 

" 
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tbe ~kc!U~s.,C8M it~h • .",_a.rte~ 

eel, ~ . .any degree of r~~.·"t.they 
hav~ no r~erence W rtillg10Q ,1· RI')"IW 0IniJ.. 

tianity ? But, to ~d~nce,: ~~ po_lbie 

objection, to remove. every CJ1v.iJ', I shall 

penetrate stUl deeper into this mine of pre

eious stones j' assured at ever)'.~ step of 

meeting with some val~~le gem. If there 

be any truth in a plain symbol, or aDf 

dependence on the illustration, ~be follow

Ing extract will abundantly.proV>e that no 

lodge can be esteemed perfect, which does 

not contain a visible and self. interpreting 

emblem of the Christian religion. 

" In all regularly constituted lodges 

there is represented a certain twint witAin 

a circle, the point reprt'lenting an indivi

dual brother; the circle representing the 

boundary line of his duty to God and man j 
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beyontl which he .. nenr to mtr~r bis pas

sions, prejudices, or interests, to betray him 

on any,oeeaaion. This circle is embordered 

by two perpeadicular parallel lines, repre

sen&iDg St. John the Baptist, and S~.John 

the Evangelist, who were -perfect parallels 

in ' Christianity as well as Masonry; and 

upon the vertex ~. the book of the Holy 

Scriptures, which point out ,thewbole 

duty of man.' - In going round this circle 

we necessarily tou,cb upon these two :lines, 

as well as on' the Holy Scriptures; ',and 

whilst a mason keeps himself tbu,s circum~ 

scribed, it is 'impossible that, he should 

materially err.".· 

,To the Holy Scriptures the lectures fre· 

quently refer. The masonic ladder, say 

they, stands ~rmly with its foot on the 

• E A. P. Lect. See. 5. from Webb. 

G 
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Holy Bible, whlIst its slinrtilit is lost amidst 

the clouds of heayen. 'Cafi tiny ·thilfg --be 

founded on the Bible, and ba'te no eon

nexion -with l'~igion? ImpMiible 1 -This 

ladder, by 1V~h we aU hoPe to asCend to 

the glotidUs'drcl& bllleaven at-tbe-tinalcon~ 
mmmattdn of alttblitg's,"is a direct type of 

religion; for religion -h fOUnded on 'the 

HolyBibie, itbd is'stu6ded with iUmime

rable theblogil!1l1 virtues, 'which point the 

'Way to e.-er1as'tiug bliss. 

We -D()W codie to the ~iXth 'lind last sec

tion ofedtetecl- apptedtice l\nu;onry, which 

inCulcates the mostifistructiYe lessons; it 

expatiates on Brotherly LOve, R~lief, and 

Truth,and enforees a- sttict regard to the 

four catdinal mtues : temperance, -. for

titude, prudence, and justice. 

"By the exercise of Brotherly Love we 
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'aretaugbt 10 regard the whole _human 

-race as one family; the lIigh. and low, 
the ricb and poor; who, as children of ,one 

almighty parent, . .amd iRbabitants of the 

same planet,.are ~o aid, support; and protect 

,ea~hother~ On this principle Masonry 

l.mites men.of· f!!Y.ery .OOUJltry, sect, and 

~mion,. and conciliates: true friendship 

amongst'those who might otherwise have 

~emame~l.at. a.perpetualdistance. Relief 

is the next tenet of our profession. To 

l'elieve-thedistressed is a;duty incumbent! on 

allmen, particularly On masons, who are 

.liuked together by an indis&Olu~le chain 

'of sincere :aifect;ion. To soothe. calamity, 

:to alleviate misfortune, to compassionate 

misery, and to restore peace to.the,troubled 

1Dind, is the grand ,aim of thetrue.masQn. 

On thi_s basis he establishes bis friendships, 

G2 
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and forms his connexioDs. 'I'ruth is a divi~e 

attribu~; and the f9undation. of every virtue. 

To be ~d and true is tbe fir.t lessoD we are 

ta~gbt. On this' theme we .c~ntempla~e 

and by its di~tates ,e~<Jeavour ~t~ regula~e 

our condpct.: inftpenced by ~his' principle, 
. '.' .. . . 

hypocrisy a(!d dece.it 4're unkllown; ~~~c,e.-

rity and plain deali~g distinguis~ us~ ~hi~~ 

the he~ and ,the tonlJllejoin in promoting 
• .' ~ ..I •• 

each ot~r's',w:elfare, a~d ~~icing in e~~h 
other's prosperit,)'."., ' 

. L 

, "Without 't~e. cardinal virtues, of which 

Prudence is the chief, the name of mason 
. '·<r 

is an emptY title, and but' a pa.nted bub~le. 

Pbron~.is, Jheemblem of prudence, is the' 
r r '-.i· • 

first and most exalted object that demands 
. '.' ~ 

our attention In the lodge. It,is plac~d 

in the centre, ever to be present t~ th~ .ere 
• E. A. P. Leet. Sec. 6. fJo~ Pr¥.&o.n. /. 
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of tile mason, that his heart may be at-

ui~tive' to' her : dictate8~: a~d steadfast 
, ~ ,,, - ,. ~ . , 'f I< 'flo r . • 

in her laws: for prudtmce is' tire rule 

of all'; 'virtues; , prudence' Is the path 

whi~h leads 'to every 'degree' of propriety ; 

prudence is die' channel whence self-ap-
'J ,. ,'I ,. .. 

.probation Sows, for ever; she leads us 

forth to worthyactiQns, arid 'as . a ,blazing 
. ~. . 

star, enlightens us through ,the dreary and 

4arksome paths, of lif~ •. That Fortitude 

should be the characterisdc of 'a mason 

we ,need ' not argue; by which, in . the 

midst of presliing evil!!, be il enabled 

~lways to do that, which is agreeable. tt 

the dictates of right t~n. Temperance, 

also, must be, one, of ~is steadmst princi

ples, and must moderate or "'restrain his 

passions, especially in sobriety and chastity. 

tVe regard Temperance un<1er the various 

G 3 

D'g'ti,ed by Coogle 



J26 THE STAR 

definitions· of moralists, as constituting 

hoD.esty and decency; and iBBUlts poten

tial.parts instituting. meekness, clemency, 

and modesty. We profe$sJullice, as die. 

ta~ing to.uste do rigbt to all,. aod to yield 

to'every man' wbat belongs. to him. The 

cardinal v~rtues, Temperanee,. Fortitude, 

Prudence and.Just.ee,_ hol~ In tbeir train 

the inferior powen' of peace, concord, 

quietneSs, liberty, safety, bonour, felicity, 

piety and charity; with many 'others,whieb 

were adored: by the antients in tbose ages 

.when they eoBfo.unded mythol~gy with the 

worsbip of the· divinity. Within the starry 

gircUe Qf prudeaee, aU the. virtues are 
enfolded. We ~.apply this emhlem to 

a 8till more religious import: it. represents 

tile star. whiCh led tbe wise men to Beth

lehem'j proclaimed to mankind the nativity 
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of the So~ of Go4 J .a~d here, conc:luctil)g 

our spiritual pJOgteu to the autbor Qf 9ur 

r~~mptiQD:'. 

. &uch are. _, few detac~d extract~ from 

~e Ject~re6 of th~ nm degree. They pro. 

cl~im, wit.. a convict,lon lupel'ior to all 

• aJ,"Qmep~ ~b~m~~ uniOQ which IUb

si.&ts' between Mll8OQI')'. ~nd ~UgiQn, be~ 

~w~n, Masonry .nd Cbris.$i.-.ity. They 

shew further, tb~ 0.Uf pursl:litB m:e neither 

u:itUpg QQ~ bJsigQi~Dt. for t~, embrace 

topios. of geneJ!&laIl~' unf.-dipg in,terest j 

~QP~~s on wbicb 'b~ nu;.~t ce.lebr~wd phi~ 
10tQpberIJ ~ud mo.-ansta of all ~s llave 

e¥"'cise4 tbdr· ipgeJ1uity., to pr<!mote 

equally the ~~r' of lIlaD ~d tl\e gl~ry 

of God. 

. 1'~ &QQ!>nd; dp.lr~.. ~, devf)~d tQ the 

.. B. A. P. teet. See. 6. from HutchJnloJl. 

G 4 
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study and iUustr:ation of human sdence 

aud to trace the gre_ess and maje!'l~y of 

tbe. Cre~r, by· minutely analyzing hi~ 

works# The intellectl.e.al f~ultiea expand 

a'! a desire of knowledge incr~~T4e.$9; a!l!d by 

the stud~es attached to- tbis degree" the 

miud is elevat.ed to a cowul'iinion -with· its 

Malter. \ll/hat a fieldfo.: moral investiga

tion· and critical reseMCh do the IilF.::ral 

science!! afford I The subtihies. of gram mar, 

rhetOric, and logiu; the wonderful combi

nations ef aritbmeti4:l: ; tbe uE:jivenal appli

cation of geometry, the delicacy of mUlie, 

and the subUluity of BstrOnomYll have each 

s:;epar:ate chai'm to. win· the helU"t and 

point to n Creator. The oi'ganizatioiiof 

the buman body iR another sublime subject, 

00 which the attention is particularly 

directed in this lect"rc. It embraces every 
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braneh . of one of the· great divisions of 

m2:B.E3imry" op2:B.%"2:B.tiveheD4.:2:B. the 

disquisitions· 8l'e rather minute on the 

orde2:B.E3 of use and 

.8pplieationof the globe~" and other impOl">-

objecjfr,z:: eow:&E3l2:B.cted 2:B.2:B.ith 

In the sEtz::{snd s2:B.s:stion, the CE32:B.2:B.tion of the 

oWorId, aoo ~he divine appropriation of the 

~2:B.¥2:B.nth fo%" tbe uf rE32:B.t and 

devatiOB, &'e expatiated on, as' was the 

sSE3"it"srlm practi2:B.Z:: of Ok{{ antiZ::Elt bE3E3%:bren 

many thoUMlld years ago: and the follow-

z::x"~2:B.s~:&; will shew obje:it theh had 

.cQlltiJluQUy . in view. "In six days God 

tbe he'''2:B.enll Z:kn.d th2:B. earth" and 

I'e&ted . on :the seventh day; therefor.e 

OlL2, antiE32:B.t bretb,en ltbe &;%~,enth 

.day as a ~riod of rest from their labours: 

'b"eby ,wEjorinb freqli2:B.2:B.t to 
G 1) 
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contempt.· the glorious works of the 

.creation,and to adore the great Creator:' 

I shall quote but little from this lecture, 

because the illustrations are chidy scien

tific j but ·they aU have a moral and reU

.~ tendeaey; and the lectureconcludet; 

with that IJrecept, to which everypoitit of 

discussion had a direct· reference. It ex

hOl'ts 'US to feat' cc GOD, the greatgeometri

cian of the ull"erse ; and at all times, and 

on .all occasions, cheerfully to submit to his 

injtinetiofall, and to obey: his precepts, 

which .. e ~IY, j1ist; and good,''' 

The tbira degree .115 theooment of the 

",bore: it biRds men together by the my,. 
tiC pui'Rts:of fellowship, as in a chain of 

indissobdlle affection, and teaches them to 

. lov~ iheir neighboor as themselves, as the 

• F. c; Lect. Sec. 40 
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best 1Jl~'Qi Qf evWeIUJing that the lo:ve of 

GQd i.t Ii"t:d "br~ In their h~rts. But it 
,,~ mor~ ~_ -this, it asserta posiuvely the 

'CJ'~ioJrof ~be body, and points to a 
f~wr.e '~ate,iJ1 which, tbose who have 

~n(l\Ir.ed., .... iQgs in this world to pre .. 

~~ th.. vil. ami nlliginn from pro· 

faIU~~"- .,ll JDetIt a. ~le . reward; 

while th., wicked .shall . be .east out as 

Unwol1iby oh place in the ·be.aveJlly coun· 

try, 8lld .receiye tbe horrible punjsbm.ent 

tb~, hav~ bpp"cMetl OD tbellliJelves. 

The first ,point i.nei.tes us to brotherly 

love: tb.lRv~ which· renders .spontaneous 

~Mi~tan~e in ~Q)e. of 'JWe&siDg:need, without 

#le ·y~~l bope. oj reeeiviQg an equivalent, 

wr:tbe l"e)V~cJ iii bm above. The second 

point ~c:ate. ujYersal benevolence; 

.icltmu~t·derive. its satisfaction from a 
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£3uurce 

human, appro~~ipn :1 Olean ·the reflection 

en55S.%.%e th£3 £3pprub£3d&n God, 

to which a reward is .. ttached· bey.ond the 

volent mason to 'pursue his glorious career 

tb£3 sun In fi.rmi££3~ent, uuhich, 

though temporarily intercepted by Clouds 

"f.uhich z.%b55cur£3 bis b.%igbtneu"f.,soo?] bispeIs 

th£3 uKKI£3bstailliti£31 £3eSU,'&£355 hiS 

bignity, aDd bursts upon the world with ,a 

mz£3ili'] viYifylug. abu dfec£355 

of his tempor~ry obscuration. ' The thinl 

%:£33%.('O(!S U?e· and neee55(ity, 

prayer to God,.withow; which,as a POlemn 

of we be zzZZ#"a,II[~.4 

in caD reasonably be e~ected to prosper. 

The fo]u&;h iDu,:iliIcate&; anU 

points out the cODRequeDces of betraying the 
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confidence reposed in us by a friend and 

brother. For masonry _asks, if you envy 

the PfOsperity of a brother, and wound 

him in tbe. teriderest part by revealing his 

secrets: if you believe and propagate the tale 

of defamation whispered by th.e slanderer 

to bis prejudice: if you cherisb and encou

rage the evil passions of envy, batred, and 

revenge: if-you refuse to forgive injuries, 

and blot them out from. your recollection: 

how· shall you establish the reputation 

either of l\fa..."Onry or. Christianity? The 

fifth· point teaches UI to bury. in oblivion 

a brother's· failings, .and to raise his virtu~s 

from. the tomb:. to speak as well 1)f him 

iti.lti~ absence' as in his presence: and if 

.qmortuilately his'life be irregular,.and·hil 

morals tainted \vitb crime, to say nothittg 

rather than de/arne; for masonry prefers 
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silence to Slandel~, as, mason.' always pour 

the healing };)aIm of consolation into the 

,wounds which tyraany.or inhu~ity Olay 

.have inflicted; to aYen the pressure of . 
calaniity, BOd wake the widows heart to 

jiiug for joy~ 

. The.' moral and religious precepts of 

the thircl. «!epee, arise out of emblem • 

. .PfC1:llill'ly adapted to its PBture and end. 

'. "The Pot of I.eme is an emblem Df. 

:pure ~rt"wbich i.·always an acceptable 

'uerifice to the Deity; andas tIlisglows witl1 

:felTent heat, to abOlSld.t)ur beerts.contillua~ 

'Iy glow wit.h.gratitude to-thepeat8Jld be

:nificeBt. Author .01 our exist.tDce, for the 

m.aDifoJdblelaiPgs aadeomlorta weenjoy.". 

" "T~"B._eis;an emblem Dfmduit.ry, 

and reeommends tihe practice of lbat ,virtue 

,. M.M. Leet. Sec. 7. from Webb. 
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to all ~reated beings, from the highest 

seraph in heaven to the lowest reptile in 

the dust,~. &c.". 

" ne&sunl pointing to G naked Heart, 

demonstrates that justice will sooner or 

'Iater overtake us; and although our 

thoughts, words, and actions may be hid. 

den from the eyes of men, yet that ALL

SBBlNG ED which the Stln, moon, and sto,.. 

-obey, atu) under whose watchful care even 

comets perform tbeir stupendous revolu

tions, pervades the il)most ~ces~es ofthe 

.human heart, and mil rewa~ or puwsla 

us according to our works,"t 

"TAB J!lnchor and Ark are .emblems of 

.8 ~ll-grouDded.hope. and a welt spent life. 

They are emblematieal of tbat divine Ark 

• M. M. Leet. Sec. 7 • .from Webb; -

-t Ibid 
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which safely bears ttl over thiwtemp(l8tuou8 

ss:a of tstb?'Ables andtbs:t 45##JtbS¥1' 

safely moor us in 8 ptaeeflll· .hJlrbour.,wbere 

wi##b##d tro5bling gnd 

\Wary are attfest."AI: ,. 

. "!fL~ JIokt~gltw is,q:~n eB'gbJem ¥¥s£':£unll~ 

life. Jlebold· bow 8WiftlY" the .arid ru • ., 

and how ra9bUy ow Ims ar.e,d~"wing-~$ 
dos##. We s:"unot .. toDisbmes:t 

behoJd the little -par'itle& whicll are ~cm

~ined this macb;"e, aW"b i4clmo,q:t 

imperceptibly, and '~t,to our- s8rpt'ise, in 

8hzzz'±; spas:" (bfan "te exb##u8te'b. 

Tbus wastes, human life. ,At. the end of 

±;W;##(zrt d~~tb ' blo~z 

and hurries him oil't~estageto bis long 

for is 

escape from the piercing arrow. of deatb~ 

• M. M. Lect. Sec. 7. from Webb. 



The, lhick', waUs . of tile. pallace _a king, 

with.the claY-:lMUltI.coG&age .oi,·tbe,lowly 

pauper; ',are ,equally pregnable to.his da,tI. 

Strength or wealme$s, health ,or sielmess, 

riches or poverty, a1l-a1l, in. 0...,.· oodis

tinguisbable ,14vel,.fall ~ Ws·-.tgbty 

arm.' Wherever he levels hi .. ; bQw, the 

mark is'certain ~ the vJ.ctim falls, tbe·silken 

cord of life is cut in ~ain~ and the mourn

ers-weepabo1lubestree&s:; for the,re.union 

of lOul and.body.,. whea: ouee thus BepQ1'ated, 

. exceeds all hum~ power.:. such, hath been 

'man in every age of. the wor~, sncb is 

man in bis present most exalted ~om~nt., 

and such are each of UI. Ta.d8y,. perhaps, 

the sun of prosperity and joy shines upon 

our perlOns and our families; health and 

strengtb invigorate our own perlOns and 

tbose of our beloved friends, and we only 
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f~l (or the ~or,ow$ of ano.ther's woe; but 

~JIlorrolV . some friendly: heaI1 may sigll 

9,ver our. owp bre-.thleI$OO.rpse, alas I my' 

lJfQther !". 

- ." 7Yur &y.I4e is aa emblem of tim~, 

~hidl elMs the brittle threM of life, and 
launches us· iDCo .e&erQhy. Wb,t havoc: 

doel the scythe of Time IMke among the 

bUBl8ll race I U by chance. we escape t~ 

numeroul 8vi18 .incident to childhood and 

j'Outh, aad arrive in perfect health and 

strength at the years of vigorous manhood J 

yet decrepit old 'age will soon follow, and 

~.e must· be ent down by the all-devouring 

.scythe ~f TilDe, and be gathered into the 

~d where . our fathers are gone before 
:U$/'t 

• M. 1\1; Lect. Sec; 'I. from Webb and Inwood •• 

t Ibid, from Webb. 
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, The Coffin with the ShU, and Oros, 

Bones are' emblems of mortality, and cry 

out with a voice almost more than mortal; 

prepare to meet tlay God. Infancy or yOtith, 

nlanhood·or old age-all mMt pass to-the 

embnae, of corruption. " How often do 

we see the: teat of sorroW'moistening the . 

cheek of venerable age, while banging oYer 

tbe 'CorpSe' of a beloved Son or daugbter, 

snatched from life itt the bloom o,,'youth 

and beauty I' How often' do ,we see th~. 

stl'ong features of manhood distorted or 

broken by unaffected grief, while banging 

over the grave of 8 beloved wife, or even 

of an, infant child! How. often do we -drop 

a tear ,vhen we behold the disconsolate 

widow, leading her tremblingorphanl 

from the grave of their departed father; 
\ 

and before sbe could leave the hallowed 
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sigb;.w!len'·faeri sot't">Ws~V~)~ 8*at1 to 

. ,,·~·tA'" S.U8118Uy&litl~UpOD 
a m88t.W-1 Wpef,' aile _blematieal'of tbe 

three-pri*.pal·~ of. btim.an.·life, y~tb, 

manh~, MlCiold· •• In youth, .·eDte~ed 

apprentlceltJ we eught in~1Y to oc

cupy our mincls in the BtWnment of USeful 

kno~ledge ;' in . 'manhO:od, ai fellow. crafh:, 

~ sbould apply OU"'kno"'l~dge'totbe dis

charge of GUt tespectlve du ... to God, our 

neighbour-aodouraelves; that so in (dd age, 

&$ muter lIlUQos, we may enjoy the happy 

reftect.ioDs conaeq1lent on· a well-spent life, 

and die in the hope or a glorious immor. 

tality."t 

• M. M. Lect. Sec. 7; from Inwood. 

t )I. M. Leet. Sec. 7. from Webb, 

D'g'ti,ed by Coogle 



IN .. ,TKB-.• A:ST. 141 

'S ~ Sprig qf 4eacitJpoiDteoro·tbat state 

of RJor~J qJJlcyd*y .. to,wbicb the ,W)orld was 

reduced previomly to tbe appearance .of 

<t~j8t 'QpQU: «tanh ;wbeo •. tlle. reverence 

alld " adpraQQtI. , due tQ' the : Divinity,; was 

.rtie~ in~ .. t/I!J/ill" and,naiiis6;Q(ihe:WQrld, 

w}lep.ireijgilUl.'S.'i ~"dDgdA IUtMI.in 

S@JCkeJo~, .:,._hea, . ;Md .. ·,tqgr-alhy . was 

Stt4(tJ!rerl III t/w. /1JUf '1fJind8.qf. hetJVm. In 

o;r4et:: tbA,t,.qlall%iad: micbt· ,bt- ·.p~ed . 

fr,Qiu.~~bis;d~p1~ ·,stote·.o{ dQkQe8s.8nd 

c\e6tr."c.Uon:; .• _f., as the. old' law. was dt.atl 

MIl), .~ ~a newiottrine,aud 

new. p~Pts were: wallting .to giye ·the key 

to;salv.atfDn,iB ~ 1""P8le ',of whicb we 
oligbt 'touqb; the. eat of an Qffeo.cl~· Deity 

and bring forth hope' for eternity. True 

religion was fled; tbose who sougbt her 

through the wisdom of the antients wert> 
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Itot able to Nile Twr; IAeeluded the , 
grasp, and tAeir polluted _dB were 

stretched forth in vain for her restoration. 

Tbose wbo sought: her. by the old law were 

frustrated, ,for death ,bad ,stepped .between, 

and corruptiOn .baddefiled the embrace; 

lIin bad beset her 'Step., and the ·Vices of tM. 

'World bad overwhelmed her. The Great 

FatbE'r of all, oomlJri!eratiBg the miseries 

of the world~ sent ,his only, Son, who was 

·jnnoeence (_ .. )its~to teai:hthe doc

trine of salvation: 'bjJ WAommat'fIIUBAlSBD 

:from tAediJtJt4 'Of_unto .allVe of~eoIl8-
'nus; ,from the tomb of COft'Upaion' unto the 

chambers .of!bope;:;from the 'darkness of 

despair to the .. celestial .bearna of faRb; 

and not' only working for us this redemp

tion, 'but making with us the covenant of 

regeneration, whence we become the 
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.children of God and inbe;itors -of the. 

Tealms of beaven.". 

Hert', then, _hall ewsemy extraocs from 

the Lectures of ·Masoury. If they do not 

refer to- reUgio_, -tbey baveDO· ·meanm-g 

whatever: and. I will snbMit to ibe infer .. 

enee whlch may tbenbe· deduced, that 

masonry-is a tritUng' and unimportant 

pursuit. All the general truths· of religion, 

as they at'e·r.eceivecl among Chri&tians, 

are here broUght into a lucid point 'o( vieW; 

and their praetiee enfOree4 frQIQ -acol)li

deration of the 'awful doctrine of- future 

retribution. 

I declineenteriDg, in tlais place, on the 

R~yal Al'eh' I>egree; for· reasollS ,which 

• M. M. Lect. Sec.7. from Hutchinson. Many other 

moral illll8f.ratiODS may be found on reference to the last 

edition of Pre8ton, p. 83 and 84. 
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will be obvioul to the comiderate muon. 

It is so intimately blended with aU tbat is 

clear to us in IIlOtber state 'of existence, 

and diviDe and. human aft'ain are inter

woven so awfully and· minutely in aU its 

disquisitions, that it would be almost im

possible to enlarge upon ~he subject witb

out rending the veil-which conceals the 

most 'sublime mysteries which can engage 

the attention of man; suffice it to 88Y, that 

tbe' degree is "founded . on . the . name of 

JEHOVAH,· as Christianity is founded on 

tbe name of Jesus Christ: virtue is its aim, 

the glory of God its Object, and the eternal 

welfare of man is considered in every point, 

part, or letter of its inefFable mysteries. 
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CHAP;VI.· 
., 

TIle ~of M'Mba'y1B aydIaIleal of ita eonnaion 

,; with.the Q&riIdan ReJiPm. 

I.BNTISIt on the 81lbject matter of this 

chapter with extreme circumspection, 

aware . that the nature of our peculiar 

ceremonies cannot· be exhibited in a 

printed form. The meagre outline only 

of masonic mechanism can be described, and 

that with the utmost care and delicacy; 

aad therefore if this division of my sub

ject should fail to produce the same degree 

of conviction which I flatter myself must 

have attended the pret"eding, it will not 

H 
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be attributable to the inadequacy of its me

rits, because our mechanism is the sacred 

fountain whence the st.ream of its mora

lity flows, but from the contracted limits 

by which the argument must be necessa

rily bounded. I shall perhaps, however, be . 
able to show, even from the sC8lltY. use 

of these forbidden materials, tliat masonry 

is a religious institution; for each indivi

dual ceremony, how insignificant soeVer it 

may appear when standing alone, is still 

a star which sheds its lustre on religion, 

and the whole united' system is a bright 

and burning constellation, which blazes 

amidst the darkness with unfading splen

dour, and proclaims with the voice of 

angels, Glory to God, peace on earth, 

good- will towards men I-So mote it be. 
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The Drst important act which takes place 

at the establishment of a masonic lodge 

is the business of dedication and consecra

tion. This act is a solemn appropriation 

of masonry to God; as the lodge is, at 

the same time, inscribed to St. John t~e 

Evangelist, who finished by his learning 

what the Baptist began by his zeal; and 

. these are the two boming and shining 

Lights on earth, which illuminate our 

journey as we travel on to attain the third 

Great I .. ight ill heaven. 

The ceremonies, which are technically 

termed opening and closing'" the lodge, 

come next to be spokeo of. These are 

solemn rites, and derive their excellence 

from the name of that Being, whose bles-

. • For a description of these ceremonies, vidll Preston's 

IllU8trations, Book 2. Sec. 6. 

H 2 
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sing is invoked and whose assistance is 

humbly supplicated" before we can en

g""ge in of impo'ft'f",t bU'fhi'f'fs of 

masonry with a rational hope of success. 

ner lodg'f closed" the 

are dismissed with a prayer of gratitude, 

as the incense of an evenh'd sacrifi'f'f" for 

hhe protI!:'ftion affs'fI!:d'fd by great hI!:thor 

of Good, not only to the few individuals 

d'fcsent, but to fratemity a, limge, 

wheresoever dispersed under the wide 

lof, h 'fimoPd d heaVe'fL 

The with 'f'f"I'fmn 

prayer; and impressed with the conviction 

ihat thI!: obseI!:uu'f and 

notes our actions, we proceed to the initia-

ghin of u'fudidat'f'f pr'f"h'f'fssive or 

h'fgree'f, This of admnssion 

to our privileges is sanctioned by the prac-
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dceof every system of true religion which 

bas flourished in the world. The Patriar

chal scheme had its three separate degrees 

of perfection. The Jews· had their three 

sorts of proselytes, and three orders of the 

priesthood; and the early Christians their 

Rulers, Believers and Catechumens, each 

correspooding with the three degrees of 

Masonry. 

The admission into the First degree is on 

a certain text o( Scripture, sanctified by a 

firm reliance on the protection of God. 

The reception is by prayer, the candidate 

is bound by solemn obligations to keep 

faith with bis brethren;- and the illumi-

• The oaths of lIJIclent _dons dift'ered in their nature 

and tendency. A mOlt Solemn oath was coDllrmed by an 

appeal to Jupiter, or Illy other celestial god; but on or

dinary occuions tbey .won by the UviDg or the dead; by 

Sheir handI, feet, or head; by the thigh, wbieh waS III em.. 
11 3 blem 
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nation is performed in the name of the 

Divinity. The aspirant, with his face to 

blem of Noah's ark» by theBe members in any other person : 

and an oath sanctified by an appeal to the head of a king. 

or a hero. was considered most sole~ and binding» for 

the head being esteemed the seat of reason. it was deemed 

impious to violate a deh"berate appeal to so noble a part 

of the humanJrame. ·Some tbink the appeal was DUMIe to 

the head because it was the symbol of health. The soldier. 

the artificer. the husbandman, each swore by an implement 

of his calling. 

These oaths were wriously confirmed: by lifting up the 

baDdB to heaven. by placing them OD the altar. or on a atone, 

or in thehanda of thepenoDadmiDilteringtheoath,&c » and. 

a moet solemn method of coufinning an oath, was by ~ 

a dratmlUlOf"d lICrOII lhe throat of the person to whom it was 

administered, and invoking heaven. earth, M1d sea, to witness 

the ratifteatiOll. "It wuvery usuaI," I&y& Potter (Arch. 

ar.c. L2. c.6.) "wadel a lOlemn impreeation to their oatJu., 

either f. tile II&timetioB of the penon. by wllom die oath 

was impG8e4, or to lay &more iavioJableobliptiollon them

..... 1eIt £bey thould • any time repent of their p~ 

and 
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the East, fancies he beholds in succession, 

the place where Adam enjoyed the happiest 

and take contrary measures to what they then resolved 

upon." And the same author gives the following exam· 

pIes. 

This penalty ~ taken from Sophocles. 

" Curses attend you if e'er false you prove; 

Your da,ys in bitter sorrows may you live, 

And when Fate caJls (but may that ling'ring come) 

May your dead CfYf11M1 no.fo imermenJ find ;" cJ:c. 
And ~ from Homer. 

" While streams of pour'd out wine dye all the way 

Thus they addrI!ss the Gods. 

Great, mighty Jove, and all ye powers divine, 

Whose justice suffers no unp~ed sin, 

Bear witness to the solemn vows we make, 

And grant the party which them first shall break; 

Whoe'er it be, as now the ground wine stains, 

May 80 o'erspread it with their dashed out brains." 

'The meinory of a great and good man was, in antient 

times, distinguished with a splendid funeral, and a tumuJus 

or extraordinary magnitude, surmounted by a pillar, on 

JJ 40 wbieh 
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period of his existence; the place where 

ChristaIAity was rrrraled man; thr }iflace 

rrhere star the biith of 

Jesus; the place where Christ was cruci-

and tbe plarr mhere into 

heaven. '{he East was always accounted 

;«< henrr mEr SaifFiz)zzr was trrmed 

an 

and 

mzually ; WZz7zzy rhdDinalsz peljured ymrzzzns, 

were denied the rites of sepulture ; and, as an eternal 
mmk of and 7"[m,zy, therr )zzz±ies wer[ into 

grounzR zmRzunlt, tzzWl ezporzifF putrefacifFrr; a 

calamity more dreaded than death itself, their bowel& being 

taken the 

• The East was considered a fortuDate qWll'ter by all the 
m(zdd, bezzzzzcr zcf the lirEz!z lzeat anifF r1ifFzzzUl' which sun 

crmmunicatzz manhrifF ifFccm that of the ?zzzrens; 

and the West unfortunate. because of the sun's departure. 

$cholias" [Fz[n SopEzzzrIzz C Ajacez 84..) saFe ¥4htthe 

right 
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1SEIbEIbdity biiili A white £%'pron, 

made of the purest Jamb-skin, is presen.ted 

te> derhi:?iili its di>tinc

don from the purity of its colour, einblema-

of im1OCeZlEIbEIb; wPiEIbh i" 3m adddion 

ill the mind that all human honours are 

higher and more glorious reference : it" is 

right hand, or the Eao~ ~..mes Prudence, and the left 
Jumd, or West, Foll>. Atl"'et1 0; 9I'~lol pAJe~ 

EIblWrr"~ 

All omens :were ·deemed propitious which appeared in 
East, the conEIblf1'Y if 1W>1ited [2,e W"fn 

.. I am told by a learned friend," says Sir John Malcolm, 
l'Iistnr> ofPer£%'""? (c. 7) that 1Jebret'¥"tnrm fOR 

EAsT, means ~; WEST, belaind; SOUTH the,;.gllt and 
til'¥" '¥"O&-rB .:;;is?CIU'I! ?cmceakE~ The first the?" 
terms denote the· position of an adorer of the sun ; the 

,,~ LEIbil'¥"ved th" ?lljlrthem part of tile globe to >y" enu .. 
loped." 

H 
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a symbol of the innocence and perfection 

of tbe Cbristian life, which makes the lamb 

without spot a model for its imitation, 

and looks to futurity for a crown of glory 

and a sceptre of peace. The early cate~ 

chumens, when tbey were admitted to the 

first degree of Christianity, were invested 

with a white garment, accompanied by this 

solemn charge: "Receive the white and 

undefiled garment, and produce it without 

spot before the tribunal of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that you may_ obtain etetnallife." 

And this is made. a distinguisbed reward 

even to the saints in heaven,'" for their suc

cess in combating the three great earthly 

powers, the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

The candidate is taken by the right 

hand, as a proof of friendsbip and faith

fulnells j for tbe rigbt hand was always 

• Rev. c:. iii. T. 5. 
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esteemed an eminent symbol of fidelity. 

In all compacts and agreements it was 

usual to take each other by ~he right 

hand, that being the manner of plighting 

faith; and this was done, either out of . 

the respect they had to t.he number ten, 

as some say, there being ten fingers in 

the two hands; or because such a con

junction was a token of amity and concord; 

whence, at all friendly meetings, they 

joined hands, as a design of the union of 

their souls; and the right hand seems to 

have been used rather than the left, be

cause it was more honourable, as being 

the instrument by which superiors give 

commands to those below tbem; whence 

Crinagoras in an epigram saitb, it was 

impossible that all the enemies in the 

world should ever prevail against Rome, 

a6 
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. .. While godlike Caar, eball a rigillaGnd have 

Fit comm"nd._'''lC 

The aspirant is then shewn the three great

and ltt.,£3er of ; thtt fltrmtt3 

as rules of faith Bnd practice, and the latter 

exp"" th3 3ttgulttdty· att&:l usefndttess, 

the creatures which. G9d has graciously 

for use mntFlllC The 1(¥f'!!3~ 

and di~ of. the lodge now engage 

ltis att4&:ntion, 3ttbile is t£mght TI;de in~ 

lessm13 whitth thttltineBdcate,t 

• Potter's Arch. Gnec. L 2. c. 6. 

The of lodge 

cube, of extensive dimeJllJiOll8. The double cube was 

'£±is,'£emed ""nred gger the m'grld, exptt,£.lC.sive e3E· 
blem of the powers of light and darkness, proceeding from 

th'£ cllaoti" Th+E Chin+Eg+E adored the dhinitTI; under 
form, ttEd inhabiFttF!F3 of TI;FdEny WOld· 

shipped a black cubical atone. The oracle at Delphos 
ld+EcttttEmegett, the ,,,i3ieal of A,,,,,llo 88 

meana 
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" When we look. into a Mason's lodge; 

we ~ho1d it e.l'tending from the heatJem 

to the centre. 0/ the earth. High as the 

heavens, we. behold Him who is the ma

nager of all creation, in the e.~ercise of his 

wisdom and power. Deeper than hell, 

we see Him carrying on redemption 

beyond. the narrow limits of all human 

philanthropy, sating not'. only a part, but 

the whole: saying unto deatb, ' I will be 

thy plagues,' and unto bell, 'I will be thy 

destruction;' breaking all its massy doors, 

and setting its despairing prisoners free. 

Look we from the East to the 1Yest, from 
tie Nurlh to the Sout,., .we see the seasons 

means of atoppiJJg a .destructive pestilence whim raged 

amongst the people; ad even the true religioa had. ita 

cubical altarB, by the u:preaa direction of God himself; 

for .the ark, and the altar of incense were tlotdJI4 cu6t., 

(Ett04.1fIc.l,t25I1., 
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roll their usual round of uninterrupted 

variety. First comes smiling Spnng in 

all her tender softness; the fostering sun, 

the moistening shower, and all the pleas

ing promises of plenty. Next shoots the 

Summer's sun in full perfection, to bless 

the ripening year; which Autumn, with 

her full fed fatness, showers upon the 

earth for man's enjoyment; and even 

when surly Winter blows, we lose its es

sence of intention, if, even in that incle

ment moment, we ever lose sight of a 

God 0/ Love ... • 

There are innume1'8ble ceremonies at

tached to this degree which have a similar , 
reference, but [ am withheld from intro-

ducing them here for obvious reasons; but 

it will be plainly perceived that they are 

• Inwood. 
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calculated to promote the glory of God, as 

well as the happiness of man, from the 

specimen already given; for they leave 

an impression of peculiar solemnity on the 

candidate's mind, which is seldom effaced 

to the latest hour of his existence. Our 

ceremonies embrace such a wide extent of 

illustration, that their full import cannot 

be wholly developed within the limits of 

a single lecture; much appropriation of 

talent, and much deliberate investigation , 

must be used by the Mason who would 

become master of the science, or even 

elucidate the hidden meaning of all our 

forms, symbols, and ceremonies. The 

comprehensive nature of Masonry affords 

full scope to exercise the abilities of any 

friend of scientific research; while all its 

illustrations are accompanied with a warm 
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glow of devotion which will penetrate the 

most indolent, and make him feel alld ac

. knowledge his dependance on the gracious 

Author of his being. 

Masonry, like all other sciences, cannot 

be attained without assiduoUs and diligent 

labour; for the signs and tokens of exter

.nal commuilication are but the keys of tbe 

cabinet in which· aU· our valuable know~ 

ledge is stored up. Without initiation; 

this knowledge is unattainable; and iDi. 

tiation, witbont subsequent research, is &a 

acquisition which can sCallCely be pro:

nounced desirable; but he who uses tbe 

keys of our treasure with freedom, fervency, 

and ~eal; 01', in the language of Masonry, 

he who keeps them highly polished witb 

chalk, charcoal, and clay; will find a pre

cious· jewel at every step he· takes; and 
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while he presses OD with: ardour in the 

pursuit of knowledge' and virtue, he may 

,be certain of attaining' the rich prize he 

has in view. 

The Fellow craft, like the entered ap

prentice, is admitted in the name of God;' 

and is received and consecrated by prayer. 

He enters' between' the two great pillars, 

which' are emblems of the strength of 

mind,and stalJilityof disposition, which he 

must display in hie new cl1&racter as a 

Mason; not only,to prom'Ote his own ulti

mate benefit, but that the order in which 

be has enrolled himself may Dot be ex

poSed to public' censure from the licen

tiousness of his propensities, or the irre .. 

gularity ,of his conduct. Before he can 

participate in the privileges of this degree; 

the candidate must ascend Ii winding8tair~ . 
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case, after having safely passed the pilIal'S 

of strength and stability. This stairc~e 

consists of eleven steps, and jive divisions. 

As he ascends the first step he is taught 

the unity of the Godhead, who created the 

world by his power, and governs it by his 

wisdom and justice. At the third step he 

is reminded that this one sacred Being 

comprehends three distinct persons, the 

Father, the Son, aDd the Holy Ghost. He 

is instructed also in the nature of the three 

dispensations, the Patriarchal, the J e\vish, 

and the Christian. At the fifth step his 

progress is again arrested to explain the 

goodness of Providence in man's behalf, 

by the distribution of the five external 

senses; hearing, seeing, feeling, tasting, 

and smelling ; all of which· he has also 

bestowed on the brutes; but to stamp a . 
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decided ~ceI1dancy on the Lord of the 

creation, he endowed him with the attri

bute of reason, that he might be enabled 

to convert the gifts of heaven to his own 

etel"Dal welfare. Hence the necessity ot 
a diligent application of this inesfiimable 

present, to the service equally of such 

human sciences 'BS are placed by the AI. 

mighty within the reach of his capacity, 

and of the study of religion, and the wor

ship of God. To keep the reasoBiog fa

culty in exel'cise, ~ nve .noble orders of 

architeetnre are proposed as subjects of 

contemplation and research; and this be

illg a progressive study, if carried to per

fection, will fill the mind with lofty and 

comprehensive ideas of God and his works. 

Here, too, the candidate is reminded of 

the five remarkable points in the ever-
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blessed career of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ. A regular series of conse

quences, affecting our temporal arid eter

nalwelfare, are deduced from his birth, 

bis life, bis death, his resurrection, and 

bis ascension. Bending in reverence be

fore the awful subject, the· candidate pro

ceeds to the 8etJent". step, where his in-

• The number SEVEN baa been considered, in every age 

of the world, 88 posseaaiDg extraordinary qualities; and 

this belief was most probably derived from the creation 

being completed in seven days; The patriarcliaI sacri

fiees wae usually oft'ered by &eveD8; and the number of 

~ things recorded in the Apocalypse are seven. This 

number, among the Cabalists, denoted univerSality; and 

amongat the Pytbagoreans it was termed CTI~",," tJ~;Of, 

wort"!! 91 ~ They pronounced it perfect, and 

mOst fit for religiouI purposes. AndBiahop HOrsley says, 

" I am persuaded that the choice of the number seven was 

a .solemn 8,J1d sigDifieant appropriation of the olferinp of 

the supreme God, the maker oftheworld." (IJiI. on PropA,) 
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fltructor points out the seven liberal scieuce8 

as objects of his rational ambition; and 

acquaints him that a perfect knowledge of 

gnmm.&ar" :rhe~Jrie, logic, aritl)metic, geo

metry, music, and a'3trornomy, will lead 

bim " through nature up to nature's Gods" 

aud elevate his mind to the contemplation 

of he~vt;>lly, thii]g5; preparing him by 

gradual npproacbes to perfeetiou here, for 

ainU display of light and knowledge in a 

fut.ute state. 'When the candidate has ar

rived ;-.t .the summit of the winding stair

cases by ascending the, ekovt:'1lth step, he is 

reminded of the miraculous pre~rvatiun 

of Josepb, who preceded his eleven bre

thren into Egypt under the direction of 

Gods thnt he might be the means of pte~ 

serving his whole race from the f'ffects of 

the .. even years' famine:? whiCh raged with 
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unaccustomed violence throughout all the 

East. He is filrther put in mind of the 

treachery of Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 

his master; and being seized with an 

agonizing remorse of c.onscience, which 

rendered life insupportable, he violently 

terminated his own existence, and reduced 

the number of Apostles to eleven. The 

closely tyled door of the middle chanlber 

then gives way at his word, and he enters 

to behold the superb illumination of that 

blazing central star, which refers to the 

God of his creation; and the mystical ap

plication of the successive numbers of 3, 

a, 7, and II, is explained to signify the 

GREAT JBHOVAH, who is so brilliantly 

represented in the chamber to which that 

staircase leads; for in the Hebrew nota

tion, I represents 10, the sum of 7 +3, A 

5, and H 11. 
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A certain part of tbe mechanism at

tached to this degree cannot be exposed; 

in fact, it requires years and experience, 

patient industry and laborious toil, to be

come acquainted with all the subjects 

embraced by this comprehensive step; 

and he whose various talent shall allow 

him to conquer all the impediments op

posed to his advancement in the knowledge 

of fellow craft Masonry, will be eminent1y 

entit1ed to the honourable distinction of a 

master of science, and a perfect moralist. 

The ceremonies of tbe Third degree are 

introduced by a prayer expressive of the 

feeble and inefficient nature of man with

out the blessing of God's assistance; and 

the duration of that eternity to which death 

is the avenue, is depicted by circumambu

lation. The candidate is burdened with 

" 
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ceremonies, to denote· the galling nature 

of the Jewish dispensation, even when at 

its highest stage of perfection. The sur

rounding idolators, envying privileges 

which appeared to insure the favour of 

the Deity, determined to become possessed 

of these invaluable secrets, or to extirpate 

the Jewish nation. The Jews refusing to 

abandon their religion to the profanations 

of idolatry, finally suWered a· moral death 

in the extermination of their polity. The 

three. assassins were tbe Assyrians, the 

Chaldeans,and the Romans. The first 

blqw which this dililpensation received, was 

inflicted by Shalmanezer, who carried the 

ten· tribes into captivity, from which they 

never returned. . The second blow was 

!!till more severe. It was inflicted by 

Nebuchadnezzar, who utterly destroyed 
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their city and temple, alJd carried ~be two 

remaining tribes to Babylon. Weakened, 

but Dot destroyed by these attacks, they 

rebuilt their temple, and assumed 'the 

semblance of their former system of W01'

ship, . thougb much deteriorated, from the 

loss of many valuable privileges. At 

leDgth, came the ruffian band, more de-, . 
termined than either of the former, under 

the. command . of Herod, who gave the 

death. blow to their civil and religious Ii. 

berties by the conquest of Jerusalem, and 

the reduction of Judea to the state -of a 

Roman province, over which this tyrant, 

Dot of their own regal line, Dor even a 

Jew, was, a~pointed ldag. The old law 

~as DOW dead, and was become perfect 

rottenness j her t~ was in the rubbish. 

fPUljiltA Ctut /orth 0/ the templeJ· and cwqe;(J 

I 
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wove its· branches over her monument. 

'1h~ attetnpted to.;,.,me Iu!r from tke- dead, 

. bz(t 'she fe/I from their grasp, a mass of 
pretrefoc&n ;' until at length the re8Urt'tc" 

tion' ofJeS1l8 celJlented the bands- of Chris

tial)'IeUoWlhip, and forllled; an indissolu

ble chliin of connelrioft, of whie}! Christia.

n'ity ,vas the basi~ amongst aU mankind, 

woo.wet"e inelinedto complywitb the terms 

~(initiatlon irrto the cOvenant of, graee. 

, 'Here then the perfected mason feels and 

aelmo..,ltdges the power of ReUgion' oyer 

tb~sool, byatbU and striking proof of 

that resnmction from the ctead~ which is 

the pn!Cilf80l! to a new accession: of light 

and knoWledge,. that bursts upon him: like 

an ethereal8~d,and leaves'trrm-astonished 

at his own' acquisitions. ' 

Thesymbals, the tokens, tbe-lalldmarks 

of the order, are now fully entrutlted ~ 
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his care;- but,·iest he should be too highly 

elated by: his' Dewly. acquireflprivilegelt, a 

mod solemn:~harge is delivered, remind

ing him, that ihough he is now· r8Hked 

with these distingUiShed: ~w te whom tbe 

appellation of master-masou· may with 

propriety be e.pplicd, yeti be is iliill, io the 

sight of GOO, oaly· a weak aJKi fallible 

mortal; thaC death may in' an instmlt de-· 

prive him of that kDGWtleflge, which il is 

bis province 10 impl'ove; and ,that the-talent 

eommitted· to his· cbarge caftnot,- without 

danger, be hid in· a napkin, but must be 
profitably and actively employed to the 

salvation of his Soul. 

Thus is the mechanism of the three de

grees of masonry most admirably con

structed to enforce the great truths of 

morality and reUgion; and I see not bow 

it ean fail to produce tbat salutary impres-
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lion on every miod, except it be distorted 

by innovations, pl'08tituted by a deviation 

from the aotient laudmarkll, and thus con

verted into the mere shibboleth of a sect 

or party. But masonry, in its broad and 

p~t acceptatlou, is the handmaid 

of religioa; and if practieed .with hia fun~ 

dameutal.principle iu view, may _lat us 

jn . profitably running our race on earth, 

that :at the final CODIUmmation of all things 

we may receive the' reward of our faith, 

even a joyful exaltation to . W bleqed 

manaions of eternal feliciay. 
," . 

FINIS. 

LON DON: 
J'ADITED BY COX AND BAYLIS, GBEAT QUBBN rrau.,.. 
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