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V.I

PREFACE.

The author of the following tale, encouraged

by the favourable manner in which his previous

work, Don Esteban, has been received, ven-

tures a second time to appear before the public,

and again to claim its indulgence.

The garb which he has in the present instance

assumed would, doubtless, entitle him to a still

greater degree of favour, if he could but flatter

himself, that the diligence with which he has la-

boured had enabled him to wear it with advan-

tage. In glancing, however, over the difficulties

against which he has had to struggle in the course

of his work, he can hardly hope that he has so

far succeeded in his object, as not to stand in need

of some sort of apology-
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In the first instance, the task of writing in a

language foreign to him, and in which he has

not yet had sufficient practice to enable him to

exhibit the correctness of style, elegant turn of

expression, and strictness of colloquial idiom,

which are necessary to do justice to the variety

of subjects his work embraces,—this task is

at all times sufficiently arduous even to greater

proficients in the language than the Author.*

A second great obstacle which he had to

surmount, arose from the obligation which,

from the beginning, he imposed upon himself,

to relate throughout nothing but facts, whe-

ther they had reference to political events, the

* 111 his former work a similar apology was offered to

tlie public, the author considering himself in need of a

similar indulgence; but some of the critics did him the

honour to disbelieve his assertion, and even treat it as

"uncandid," under the impression, that it was either a

translation by an English hand, or written originally in

English by a native. However flattering to his vanity

may be the opinion formed by those gentlemen, the author

begs that he may be allowed to rectify it, and to assure

them, that Don Esteban, as well as the present work, was

originally written in English by himself.
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domestic incidents recorded in his book, or the

pubUc or private characters introduced ; of

course, however, presuming to use his own dis-

cretion in the plan of his story. This he has

done with the view of presenting a more faithful

picture of Spanish manners, and Spanish habits ;

but it has considerably increased the difficulties

which his inexperience in novel-writing already

opposed to him.

It will be readily allowed, that it is no easy

matter, without infringing on the established

principles of novel-writing, to carry on faithfully,

and in chronological order, through a period of

six busy years, the history of the Secret Associ-

ation to which the hero of the tale belonged,

—

to make several puWic individuals actors on a

scene, where, nevertheless, they speak no more

than what they have actually uttered,— to pre-

serve the localities,—give characteristic sketches

of provincial habits and scenery, — and inter-

weave with the whole, the private adventures

of an individual. He would fain have accom-

plished this difficulty ; but he cannot, nor, if he
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could, would he dissemble the truth, that he

has in some instances departed from those rules,

and in others assumed too much the character

of an historian. He considered, however, (and

he flatters himself the reader will agree with

him) that the interest of the occurrences, which

he has thus introduced, was more than suffi-

cient to justify the transgression alluded to.

In the course of these volumes, the reader

will meet with incidents which will appear to

him very extraordinary ; but he ought to bear

in mind, that the scene is laid in Spain, where

the order of things, in these oppressive times, has

been so completely overthrown by the obstinate

perverseness of the ruling despot, and his im-

moral counsellors, that everything there assumes

an extraordinary character.

With respect to the conduct of that grave

personage of his tale, the monk, the author can

assure his reader, that it is a faithful copy, taken

from certain great prelates, who are now at the

head of the Spanish church. Everybody in

Spain, who takes the trouble of looking at
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things with his own eyes, sees, that the gene-

rality of them are downright atheists.—" He
believes in God T said a certain Bishop to a

friend of the author, alluding contemptuously

to another clergyman who passed for a man

of talent and intrigue, " what great things can

any one expect from him ?""—But is Father

Martinez, Bishop of Malaga, or Father Cirilo,

General of the Franciscans, or Father Velez,

General of the Capuchins, or any other of those

who compose the Spanish hierarchy, a whit

better than the above-mentioned ecclesiastical

sneerer at piety ? The author could fill a folio

volume with anecdotes of the impious deeds and

blasphemies of these men.

With respect to the source from which he

has drawn his information, he begs to observe,

that he is indebted for whatever has not imme-

diately passed before his eyes to various friends

of his, who were actors in the scenes he describes,

and in particular to Don Eusebio Polo, who

w^as one of the most indefatigable Freemasons

of Spain, and a strenuous advocate of her rights.
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That which relates to the unfortunate General

Riego, he has received from the worthy brother

of that martyr for his country, Don Miguel del

Riego, to whom, as well as to his other friends,

he returns this public acknowledgment of their

favours.



SANDOVAL

;

OR,

THE FREEMASON.

CHAPTER I.

Cthello. Wliat is the news ?

Cassio. Something from Cyprus, as I may divioe

:

It is a business of some heat.

Shakspeare.

In Spain, previous to the invasion of Napo-

leon, the profession of arras, as in most absolute

monarchies, formed in the state a class quite

distinct from all others. As it was principally

by family connexions, and court favour, that a

man could obtain promotion, none who did not

belong to the rank commonly denominated

VOL. I. B
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noble, or had no friends among the people then

in office, ever thought of entering on a career,

from the pursuit of which little advantage and

less honour were to be derived. The army,

therefore, was the exclusive patrimony of the

younger sons df both the great and petty aristo-

cracy, and of those wealthy plebeians who, under

the auspices of that great leveller of conditions

—gold, being pretty certain of promotion, had

ambition enough to gird on the sword, and wear

the king's livery.

The knowledge possessed by this class (as

doubtless my reader readily suspects,) was not

likely to cause much disquietude to government.

In fact, no revolutionary notions or subversive

principles, like those of their immediate succes.

f^ors, had yet entered the minds of men too much

occupied in sporting their epaulettes at balls,

bull-fights, pilgrimages, theatres, churches, and

all other places of public resort and amusement,

intriguing night and day, and staking their last

real on the chances of a gaming-table

To this happy state of ignorance, and indif-
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ference with respect to their own more important

interests, and those of their native land, were the

military class of Spain reduced when Napoleon

entered the Peninsula, with the intention (as

he himself expressed it,) of regenerating the

Spaniards. From that moment thousands of in-

dividuals, who had much to lose by a regenera-

tion, came forward of their own accord, or sent

their children to serve in the armies that were

in process of organization by the different pro-

vincial juntas, to provide for the safety of the

commonwealth ; and thus was that barrier, which

till then had separated the military from the

other classes of society, removed, not more by

the force of circumstances, than by the absolute

helplessness of that privileged set of men, who,'

on such an emergency as this, could do little or

nothing for the country that supported them.

But notwithstanding the amalgamation which

thus took place, a wide difference was still ob-

servable between the veterans, or officers of the

old school, and those children of the revolution,

who, by their efforts and abilities, had raised

b2
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themselves to posts of confidence and command-

These men, many of whom had belonged to the

learned professions, or had just left the colleges

and universities, were more capable of compre-

hending and keeping pace with the gradual pro-

gress of the political and moral information,

which the press of the country already began to

put forth, and consequently less imbued with

exclusive and military prejudices than the class of

the veterans above mentioned. They, therefore,

more readily adopted, those innovations of the

new government, which tended to do away with

all unreasonable pretensions to superiority, than

their companions, who never having accustomed

themselves to the fatigue of thinking very deeply

on any subject, looked upon every attempt at

reform as a blow aimed at their natural rights.

This difference of opinion produced warm dis-

cussions, high words, and now and then a broken

head.

As, however, it is by free discussion and in-

vestigation alone, that prej,udices are made to

give way, and knowledge gains ground, and as

1
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ihe last was now rapidly diiFusing itself through-

out the country, notwathstandlng the state of

agitation in which it was involved, many of the

veteran officers gradually yielded to its influence,

and became converts to the new doctrines; while

others of the same school, who would not be

persuaded by mere reasoning, found promotion

to a higher rank too eloquent an argument to be

strenuously resisted.

On the other hand, nothing was more common,

even amidst comfortless encampments, and after

long and painful marches, than to see the officers

eagerly perusing those works in which the prin-

ciples of liberty were discussed ; while others,

surrounded by their comrades, read aloud the

contents of a poHtical pamphlet, or some periodi-

cal just received from the seat of government;

and again, some of those who understood those

principles more thoroughly than the rest might

be seen standing on some elevated spot, explain-

ing them to the uninformed soldiery, who eagerly

pressed round to devour the information thus

afforded. This active intercourse of ideas, which,
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notwithstanding the toils of war, was exercised

by all, uplifted the majority from the inaction to

which they had been consigned for centuries be-

fore, and threw them into a state of restless but

salutary agitation.

With respect to those officers who composed

the staiF, as the majority of them had been se-

lected by the provisional government from among

the most enlightened members of the army, and

from those youths furnished by the mihtary col-

leges, they were the best and firmest friends of

the new institutions. Thus we shall find, that,

with the exception of some superior officers of

the ancient regime, in whom the mistaken no-

tions of military honour had taken too deep a root,

nearly all who held commissions in the service

were favourable to the establishment of the con-

stitutional system. Such was the state of public

feeling among the troops on Ferdinand's return

to Spain, at which epoch our history opens. It

was in every respect one of the most momentous

in the annals of the country, its highest interests

being at stake, and the future offering two pros-
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pects equally exciting, although most dissimilar

in their results—the triumph of liberty or des-

potism ; the achievement of glory or disgrace

;

the election of civil war or slavery. Hence the

minds of the military fluctuated in a painful un-

certainty between doubt and hope; they caught

with avidity at the news that came from the ca-

pital, and anxiously watched Ferdinand''s slight-

est motions, as if to infer from them whether

Spaniards would be brought back to shame and

degradation, or be allowed still to retain the ex-

alted station to which their own heroic efforts'

had raised them.

Having thus given an idea of the state of

feeling and opinion among the troops, we shall

proceed to our narrative, the thread of which

our readers will now be better able to follow,

than if we had omitted the above indispensable

obsen^ations.

Soon after the battle of Toulouse, the third

Spanish army, commanded by the Prince of

Anglona, being quartered at Ortez, received

orders to commence its march to the Spanish
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frontiers, there to form their encampments.

While the various divisions of the army occupied

Irun and the adjacent towns, the head-quarters

were fixed at Ondres, which is a Httle village dis-

tant a few miles from Bayonne, on the road to

Dax, or rather a number of houses forming a

single street, and skirting the road which leads

to those towns. It is situated in a delightful

plain, chequered with vineyards, corn-fields,

meadows, orchards, and neat country houses,

some emerging from amidst clusters of the

richest foliage, and others offering to the eye

symmetrical parterres, with alleys and groves of

trees, cut into numberless fantastic shapes.

In one of these delightful country seats, which

stood on a little elevation, with which the Py-

renees connected themselves by a long and varied

chain of cliffs, some white with the snow of ages,

and others covered to their very tops with brush-

wood, intermingled with tall mountain trees, a

young Spanish officer and his servant were bil-

leted. The latter, whose dark eyes, swarthy

complexion, and sufficiently regular features.
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the expression of which, when their owner hap-

pened to be in a silent mood, inclined to a degree

of gravity, and even gloominess, though evi-

dently capable of assuming a very opposite ex-

pression, showed him to be a Castllian by birth,

was reclining, at the moment our history openo,

on an upper front window of the house, smoking

his cigar, and busily contrasting the scene before

him with that in which he had spent the early

part of his life. " These Gabachos,"* said he

to a comrade of his, who sat in the court below,

" certainly understand better than we do in our

country how to make much of nothing. That

nice pool of water in front of the house, not only

provides food and amusement to those who like

fishing and eating the carp and tench with

which it is crammed, but also to the ducks and

geese that go there to fatten, and acquire that

taste between fish and fowl which renders them

so palatable. Moreover it quenches the thirst of

all the cattle of the farm, and waters the flowers

* A nick-name given in Spain to Frenchmen.

B 3
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and plants of the parterre, and the vegetables of

the kitchen-garden. Then the trees with which

it is surrounded are all fruit-trees, nicely trim-

med and properly taken care of; they oversha-

dow it, give a coolness to the air around, and

prevent the waters from being so soon dried up

as they otherwise would in this hot weather.

Now, I remember there was in my village a

house, it was the hidalgo's, and the only one in

the village in front of which there was to be seen

such another piece of water as that ; but it was

half filled with thick mud, which made the water

as black as ink, and unfit for any purposes—the

cattle of' the farm could not drink it, but were

, obliged to go one or two leagues distance to get

good water ; the flowers and plants (had our hi-

dalgo ever known there were such things in exist-

ence, and sought to lay out a parterre) would

have either withered for want of water, or

obtained a quiet grave under that filth I speak

of As for fish, he might as soon have thought

of putting a whale in his pond ; and if he had,

he knew well enough we all clairped an equal
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right to any we might have put ourselves to the

trouble of catching. Then for ducks and geese,

they are not in* fashion in Castile ; the reason of

which I take to be, that we are already pretty

well stocked with beings that resemble them on

more than one account. And lastly, if our hi-

dalgo had ever planted any thing in the shape

of a tree, why the whole district would have

made a pilgrimage to our village to see it r
" And whose fault is that ?" enquired his

comrade. " Think you, we should prefer cab-

bages and pippins to cauliflowers and artichokes,

an elm or a pine to a peach-tree or pine-apple,

were it not that we know but too well that the

church would come in for half their produce,

and the king for the vOther half .f^ Zounds! the

wonder to me is tliat we have cabbages and pip-

pins to eat, and pine-kernels to crack."

" Ay, thafs true enough," said our friend

Roque ; " but why do we not, as our master

says, stand for our rights .'' and why do we allow

ourselves to be harnessed, and driven about like

asses .''"
»
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" Ay, indeed, why do we ?" cried the other.

" But if we must believe what is reported about

to-day, we may soon expect to wear more than

one pack-saddle on our backs.""

" What are the reports, then ?"" enquired

Roque.

" That the Constitution is gone to Old Nick,

and the serviles are crowing victory ; that is

all?"

" And, by Judas Iscariot ! that is enough

!

But is that true, though ? How do you know

it ?'' enquired Roque again.

" Why, the Madrid mail, which is just ar-

rived, has brought the intelligence, and I war-

rant you there will be a pretty kick up by and

bye."

" Zounds ! I '11 go and tell my master, though

he'll go raving mad about it; still, perhaps,

being such a fine spirited youth as he is, he may

be able to suggest what is to be done, if the news

be true. But here comes a comrade. Halloo !

friend, what news .''"

" Here are some letters for your master ; de-

1
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liver them to him immediately. I dare say they

are of importance, for I promise you there are

fine goings on. in Spain."

Saying this, he stuck them at the end of a

pole, and lifted them up to Roque, who, seizing

them, carefully examined their superscription.

" This I know," said he to himself, as he looked

over the first, "is the hand writing of Don Ig-

nacio Sandoval, my ma£ter"'s father ; this other

1 don't know ; but this, I'll bet a dollar, will

make his heart bound again in his bosom. Bless

the angel ! it is the first we have seen of her for

these twelve months past. FU wager now she is

dying to see him ; and I dont wonder at it, for

they might have been married and happy long

ago, if it hadn't been for this cursed long war.

But patience awhile, my dear Senorita, for we

are already on our return ; and before the sum-

mer is over,you may possess the hand of the best

and handsomest youth in Spain."

After this soliloquy, Roque directed his steps

towards a parlour, where our young hero was
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sitting at a breakfast table, between his French

hostess and her handsome daughter, who like

the girls of Bearn, though naturally timid and

shy, appeared nevertheless quite at home in the

presence of the amiable foreign guest, to whom,

in imitation of her mother, she was showing a

thousand pleasing little attentions, which he re-

ceived with all that attractive gallantry that

characterized his demeanour on such occasions.

The host himself was not backward in tendering

his civilities. *' You must really,"" said he, " do

honour to your country, by tasting of this ham

;

for it comes from Galicia, which as you well

know is famous for its hams."

*' Ay, that it is," said Roque, who presum-

ing a good deal on his long services to his master,

availed himself of every opportunity to thrust in

his word, seldom considering whether his obser-

vations were agreeable or not, " thanks to the

savoury and meally chesnuts with which the pigs

are there fed, whom, by the way, in that parti-

cular, many of your countrymen would envy.
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But, Monsieur, I hope you did not mean to hint

that my master comes from Galicia ? * Why
he might as well be a Frenchman V

'•' Monsieur Roque," said the host, a httle

piqued at the contemptuous sneer with which

the Castilian accompanied the last words, " I

am a Frenchman, and would be very glad to

know in what j'^ou Castilians are superior to

us."

" In the first instance," replied Roque, " we

should never send to that beggarly Galicia for

hams, as you do, even if we were starving ; in

the second, we never bake loaves of brown bread,

as large as the wheels of a water-mill, to save

fuel, and eat less bread by eating it stale ; in

the third, we never make that execrable stuff

• It ought to be observed here, that CastiHans have a

high opinion of themselves, and always speak of other

Spaniards somewhat cavalierly; but particularly of the

Galicians, whom they hold in great contempt, owing to

the annual visits which the last pay to Castile, to perform

that sort of work which the inhabitants would think them-

selves dishonoured by undertaking, no matter what their

circumstances, such as vineyard-keepers, watermen, tin-

kers, &c.
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wliich you call petit-vin, and which you give to

your labourers to drink, reserving to yourselves

the real juice of the grape, as if their throats

were of a different order from yours; in the

fourth, we never wear either wooden clogs, or

hempen sandals, as you do, according to the sea-

son, but always good, strong leather shoes, with

thick soles, well studded with hobnails; in the

fifth, we always wear breeches with long gaiters,

of good brown Segovia cloth, and vest and jacket

of the same, while your peasantry seem quite sa-

tisfied with a short petticoat, not quite reaching

to the knees, and a waistcoat of ten thousand

hues, or sometimes a shirt over all, the better to

hide the want of the shirt that should be under

all;—in the sixth, . . .
."

Here our host inierrupted him, with a thou-

sand pardons, and begged to assure him, that no

Frenchman ever went about shirtless, adding

that such an accusation was altogether groundless.

" Then,"" said Roque, " to sum up, no Cas-

tilian would ask a thousand pardons, and go ten

leagues round about to tell another man, what

I
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in plain terms means neither more nor less, you

Her

These words^ somewhat startled the host, who

was not quite prepared to hear such a plain

speech. He knitted his brows, and then assumed

a fierce look, which however disappeared when

he observed Sandoval, whose physiognomy,

though of that placid cast of which a soft melan-

choly is a prominent expression, when in a state

of quietude, never failed to become animated

when his feelings were in any manner roused,

cast his dark and penetrating eyes on Roque,

with a look of displeasure, accompanied by

—

" Peace, you knave ! How dare you talk thus

to a man who entertains you so generously in his

house, and while he is performing an act of hos-

pitality.'* Another word, and I'll have you run

the gauntlet."

" What !"" exclaimed Roque, " and would

you really use me so, after having served your-

self and your family ever since I was born ?"

" Even so," said his master,

" I doubt it, though," returned he, " but, if
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I were sure of it, j^ou would never see again the

colour of my coat. But it is always so with you

;

you must needs take the part of these Gabachos,

to whom no doubt you owe a great many obli-

gations ; among which you may reckon as one,

the misfortune that befel your beloved Dona

Gabriela Lanza."

" What misfortune is that.-^" cried his mas-

ter, in an agitated tone, his eyes lighting up,

and sparkling like brilhants shaken before a

light.

" Why, have you not told me a hundred

thousand times, that she must have fallen a sa-

crifice to the ferocity of the French, or else you

would have heard from her before now .?" en-

quired Roque, with an inward sentiment of plea-

sure, at seeing he had now his revanche for the

harsh words his master had uttered.

" Roque !'' exclaimed Sandoval, in a melan-

choly manner, after some minute's silence, " do

you take pleasure in giving me this pain .?''

" Well, if I do," replied he, " have I not the

means to cure the pain I cause .'* That I have
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—and here" (drawing from his pocket the pack-

age of letters, and tapping on the top one) " is

real medicine for you, I know the reading of this

letter will ease* your heart. It is from my lady

Dona Gabriela, as sure as I am Roque."

Sandoval eagerly snatched the package from

his hands, and breaking the seal of the one

pointed out by his servant, commenced perusing

it with the utmost avidity. As we have permis-

sion to pry into its contents, we shall also extend

this privilege to our readers. They were as fol-

lows :

—

" Logrono, April 28th, 1814.

" My still dearly beloved Calisto,

" Although since your departure for the army,

I have not received a single line from you, which

might have soothed a little the pain of your pro-

tracted absence, and although I am conscious

you must have received some of the numerous

letters I have sent you by every opportunity that

offered itself, I will not yet believe the insidious

rumours which at every moment I hear repeated

by those who surround me, and by persons Avho,
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arriving from France, affirm them to be true,

from their own knowledge. Conscious of having

given you no motive to act in any way unjustly

towards me, I will not believe that, unmindful

of those solemn promises, which by receiving

the sanction of our parents, bound us to each

other, you have renounced me for ever, and

transferred to another that faith once pledged to

me in love and truth.

" Such, however, is the import of those

rumours. Am I wrong in believing you in-

capable of so black a perfidy ? I think I am not,

though your uninterrupted silence seems to

encourage and confirm what is hourly rung in

my ears. Should I, however, be mistaken in

ihis, or should you have found an object worthier

of your affection than your once beloved Ga^

briela, I entreat you to tell me the whole truth

;

for were I called upon to resign that hope which

I have cherished for years within this heart, and

which has supported me through your absence,

the sacrifice would be made, though it cost me my

life, provided I knew that it was the only way
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to ensure your happiness. But let me hope

better. Let me put a more favourable con-

struction on your silence, and attribute it to the

pressing duties, and peculiar difficulties of your

unsettled life, which must often prevent you

from doing that which your heart desires. Still,

did you but know how this painful absence, has

been embittered by the unfavourable reports

which are here daily circulated, I am convinced

you would snatch half an hour from your repose,

to relieve my mind from the anxiety under which

it labours.

" In my former letters, I have given you an

account of the gradual change which had been

operating in my mother's mind, and which

threatened to destroy every hope of an union,

which she was the first to sanction and en-

courage. I have now the grief to add, that it

is so much confirmed that I tremble for the

results, particularly as I know it springs from

a source which nothing will be ever able to turn

aside. Her excessive piety, which at all times

placed her under the absolute dominion of her
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spiritual director, has taken the alarm about

your religious principles, which father Lobo,

her present confessor, has taken great pains to

represent to her as bordering on downright

infidelity. He has even hinted, that you belong

to the society of free-masons ; that, while such

is the case, you are out of the pale of the church,

and that it would be on her part a mortal offence

to hold communion with you. You, who know

how easily her scruples are raised, may form an

idea of the horror with which she heard such

appalling intelligence. Indeed, from that mo-

ment, a complete revolution has taken place in

her feehngs; and she no longer speaks of you

with the fondness of a tender and affectionate

mother, as she used to do ; on the contrary she

avoids mentioning your name, and when she

does, it is with a bitterness of expression amount-

ing almost to detestation. In vain do I entreat

her to suspend her judgment until the truth of

such assertions shall have been proved,—Father

Lobo has spoken, and she will not hear my

prayers, nor be touched by my tears.
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" I cannot guess the motives which have

urged that wicked monk to defame your cha-

racter, and ruin you in my mother's good

opinion, unless it be on account of your liberal

principles, to which he, like all his colleagues,

is most furiously opposed. Of late, indeed, he

has introduced to our house a nephew of his,

whose deformed and ferocious countenance

makes me shudder, and whose unpolished

manners betray the lowness of his extraction.

This horrid and frightful man persists in an-

noying me with his hateful attentions ; though

I have given him to understand that they dis-

please and offend me. I really know not what

the end of all this will be. Certain it is, that

I am nearly distracted by a complication of

miseries, and that they will be greatly increased

if you should keep me much longer in the

painful anxiety, which your long silence has

occasioned.

" If you still love me, and have any regard

for your own character, you will write without

the loss of an instant, were it only to quash
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the injurious rumours so assiduously circulated

against you. Meantime, believe that nothing

shall ever shake the confidence I have in the

sincerity of your affection, and that mine shall

cease only with my last breath.,

Gabhiela."

Whilst Sandoval read this letter, his coun-

tenance offered a forcible representation of what

he inwardly felt,—melting tenderness for a being,

the purity and fervour of whose affection filled

his heart with gratitude,—offended pride at the

unjust and inconsistent conduct of Gabriela's

mother, in condemning him without even a

hearing,—and wrath and indignation at the

monk, whom he did not hesitate an instant to

accuse of having intercepted both Gabriela's

letters and his own. Having perused the letter

again and again, he desired Roque to bring his

portfolio, and immediately wrote one in answer

to Gabriela's, full of passion and tenderness, in

which he assured her of the constancy of his

affection, and utter foundlessnes3 of the malicious
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reports circulated against him. He likewise

wrote to Dona Angela, Gabriela's mother, ex

pressing his astonishment at the sudden resolu-

tion she had taken, and requesting, that, at least,

she would suspend her judgment until he could

answer personally the charges thus brought

against him ; and that these two letters should

not meet with the same fate as the others, he

resolved immediately on his arrival in Spain to

send a trusty messenger with them.

This duty performed, he next broke the seal

of his father's letter. No sooner were his eyes

set on the paper, than they began moving with

such rapidity as threatened to disappoint Roque's

curiosity, who stood opposite to him endeavour-

ing to catch, from the expression of his physiog-

nomy, some indication of the contents. To his

great relief, however, his master paused awhile,

and then he observed that as he proceeded in

the perusal of it, his eyes kindled more and

more, and his cheeks became flushed with a

deeper red. The hand that held the paper now

began to shake with agitation, while the fingers

VOL. I. c
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of the other beat a quick measure on the table.

Presently, his lips became compressed, and the

word " traitorl " burst forth with such marked

feelings of indignation, that the French family,

who stood looking on, apparently astonished at

his agitation, were fairly frightened out of the

room.

When he had finished reading his letter, he

started up from his seat, and asked his servant

for his sword, with a tone and a look that clear-

ly intimated his wish not to be annoyed with

questions. Roque, though burning with cu-

riosity to know the cause of his master's excited

feelings, took the hint, and placed the sword in

his hands without uttering a single word ; but

was fully determined to follow him and see

where all this would end. Consequently, as

soon as Sandoval left the house, he snatched up

his own Aveapon and ran after him.

I
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CHAPTER II.

By oppression's woes and pains.

By your sons in servile cbains,

We will drain our dearest veins.

But they shall be free.

BcRNt.

As they proceeded with hasty steps towards

the Uttle square, the only one in the village, a

great bustle was observable among both the

officers and soldiers, which indicated that some-

tliing unusual and alarmuig was about to take

place. Most of them were armed from head to

foot, and ran about with their naked swords, vo-

ciferating " to the square, to the square." At

this moment a drummer passed by Sandoval

carrying his drum on his back. *' Beat the

generate quickly," cried he to him, " and on

your life tell your comrades to do the same."

c2
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The drummer instantly jerking his drum off

his shoulders began to perform his part with

more than usual vigour and alacrity, seemingly

delighted to be thus allowed to add the noise of

his instrument to the great confusion that al-

ready prevailed.—" Pino !" cried he to one of

his comrades who was seen sauntering about,

" get thee gone for thy drum, man, and let us

awaken the devil from his slumber, that he may

preside at the glorious row which is now in the

wind.—Why are you gaping there you block-

head/' added he, seeing that his comrade took

no notice of what he said, " do not your fingers

itch to be employed as mine are ? Aye, I dare

say they do ; but had you been a man of fore-

sight you would have come out prepared as I

did."

" Mind your shoulders do not smart before

many minutes are over. Master Foresight," said

his comrade with a significant look ; and no

sooner had he said it, than the luckless drummer

felt a smart lash across his back.

'' How now ycu knave, what do you mean
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by this noise ?" cried the squeaking voice of

General Rodriquez, who held the office of Quar-

ter Master General to the armjj—an ancient

looking personage, wearing a wig with a long

pig-tail, a hat in the style of Frederick of Prus-

sia, high riding boots, not unlike those of a

French postilion, a Toledo sword nearly as long

as its owner, a uniform coat, a precious monu-

ment of the good old times, shaped in front like

a court dress, and with sku'ts so humble that they

nearly kissed the ground, and lastly that essential

part of an ancient officer's accoutrement, a long

cane with a gold top. This officer, who to a

long and lanky figure, joined a no less long and

lanky face, was a true chip of that ancient block

of which rancid prejudice, false pretensions to

honour, total incapacity, and innate love of com-

mand form the principal qualities. As he made

his chief occupation to consist in checking the

young officers for what he called " the mania of

politicizing," and hammering into the heads of

the privates, the doctrine of passive obedience,

he could not conceive how after so many ex-
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liortations of his, both officers and soldiers should

be running about uttering imprecations against

his royal master, and sending all his dear friends

to the infernal regions. Consequently he ac-

costed the drummer in the above-men tionetl

manner, but so incensed was he against the

caitiff for beating the generak out of all

regularity, that had he found in his heart

sufficient courage to draw his ioledanay he

would have run him through upon the spot.

However, as he was always rather loath to un-

sheath his sword for hostile purposes, and as,

moreover,^the ancient regulations by which he go-

verned his conduct, were not peremptory on this

point, he contented himself with laying his cane

again and again on the poor drummer's shoulders,

and repeating the question inverted in various

ways, as—" What do you mean by this noise,

you knave ? You knave, what do you mean by

this noise ? &c. Does not Chapter XXI, page

99, of our book of ordinances expressly forbid a

drummer to beat the generate, unless commanded

to do so by his drum-major, wlio is himself un-
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der the immediate command of his Colonel,

whose orders he may receive through the Ad-

jutant ?"

The drummer pointing with his drum-stick

towards Sandoval, who was at that moment a

little farther on, engaged in an animated conver-

sation with another officer, the countenance of

the latter gradually assuming that expression of

wrath and indignation, which w^as so forcibly

stampt on our hero's—said to the pig-tailed Ge-

ral, " You must address that question to Cap-

tain Sandoval,"-—and then applying his hand to

the drum, re commenced his occupation with

redoubled vigour.

Our General now walked towards Sandoval

with as stately a step, as the hurry of his feel"

ings permitted, uttering as he went along, some

favourite words of his own, which, even during

his sleep, he was frequently heard to utter, and

which comprised the whole range of his ideas
;

namely, " discipline, subordination, ordinances,

and passive obedience." On approaching the

place where our hero stood conversing with
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his comrade, the ancient chief ceremoniously

touching his hat, begged to know the reason of

his commanding a drummer to beat the gene-

rale.—" You must be aware, Captain," added

he, " that you have assumed, in this instance, a

right which is no where assigned to you in our

mihtary ordinances ; for if you look into them

you will find in Chapter XXI, page 99, of the

book aforesaid, that to the drum-major alone

belongs the issuing of orders to his drummers.

But this total subversion of our military regula-

tions, is of a piece with those levelling principles,

now so much in fashion with our young upstarts,

who, ignorant of every rule of discipline, strive

to establish a system that precludes the respect

due to superior officers, which, however, is the

only true and sound foundation of social order.

Yet, you. Captain, methinks ought to know

better. Your noble birth, and the fact of hav-

ing studied at the Military College of Segovia,

ought to inspire you with the veneration which

we all should feel for our book of ordinances."

Sandoval listened to this discourse with all the

I
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patience which the respect he entertained for his

superiors usually imposed on him ; but the

feelings which had urged him to lay aside the

rules of discipline on this occasion being too

powerful to be so easily controuled, he answered

rather sharply, that he had hitherto proved, by

his conduct, he was not ignorant of the mihtary

regulations ; but that when he conceived the

interests of his country were at stake, he would

not hesitate an instant in laying empty forms

aside, and doing that which he considered right

to secui'e those interests.

" Empty forms !'' ejaculated the ancient chief,

astonished and appalled at his rash words. "Hark

you, young gentleman, I have always had a par-

ticular liking for you ; because your conduct in

the field has always been that of a true and

gallant soldier, and because you are a Castilian

of noble birtli, and becoming morals; but do

you know the import of those words ? ' Empty

forms I' Are you ignorant that our book of

ordinances ought to be to us, mihtary men, what

the book of the Gospels is to all Christians—the

c3
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fountain from which we ought to drink the pre-

cepts of our mihtary conduct ? VVhy, what

says the edict of the King our Lord and Mas-

ter, at the beginning of the ordinances, immedi-

ately after the table of contents, and before

Chapter I ? Does it not expressly say, that
''''

" For heaven's sake, Sir, spare me what is

said there,'"* interrupted Sandoval, rather ab-

ruptly, " I have already told you, that, in this

instance, I care not a straw for what the book of

ordinances says. If I act contrary to it, I do so

on my own responsibility, and allow me to add,

that I will act so, even if by so doing I give my

friends an opportunity of displaying at a court

martial their knowledge of the ordinances."

With this answer, which he expected would

have overwhelmed the Quarter-Master General,

and released him from his hold, he attempted a

salutation ; but the indefatigable citcr, in his

zeal to explain the ordinances, grasped more

firmly the button which he had seized a moment

before, and exclaimed—" Then you grant that

you will come under Book VIII, Chapter X,
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which treats on military crimes, and more parti-

cularly under paragraph 53, page 28(), which

says, in speaking of tumultuary movements, thai

they who should excite them shall undergo cor-

poral punishment, or even death, according to

the degree of mischief arising therefrom. But

I'll tell you the very words,—* he who without

a just motive '
'"'

Here our hero lost all patience—" Sir, Sir,"

he exclaimed, " do you imagine that I have no-

thing else to do than stand here listening to your

jargon ? I request you will let my button go,

else, Sir, you'll compel me to use some measure

repugnant to my feelings, and contrary to the

duty I owe to your rank and grey hairs."

Here he touched the hilt of his sword, which

no sooner was observed by the doughty G eneral,

than he feel back to a respectful distance, ex-

claiming, *' By my faith ! Sir, then you have

forgotten altogether the book of which I speak

—Do you not recollect, that Book VIII, Chap-

ter X, paragraph 47, which treats on duels ? or

the edict at the end of the ordinances, v-here it

I
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is expressly said, that whoever should at any>

time grasp a weapon, no matter of Avhat sort,

for the purpose of obtaining private satisfaction,

shall undergo the penalty of death by hanging,

being previously degraded of his rank, orders

and distinctions, if he happen to have any, as

Avell as his seconds, antagonists, and abettors

;

nay, even those who, suspecting their intentions,

neglect giving information to the proper autho-

rities ?"

The greatest part of this harangue, Sandoval

and his companion lost ; for no sooner had the

pragmatical General quitted his hold on the but-

ton, than they both walked away towards the

square, leaving him behind to conclude it in so-

liloquy, and ruminate on some other chapter of

the ordinances.

In the square, the crowd of officers and sol-

diers assembled there, and forming different

groups, presented an almost terrific sight. Some

of them were seen waving on high the letters

they had received by that day's post, and voci-

ferating their contents to their comrades, who
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now and then broke out into indignant exclama-

tions, flourished their swords with looks in which

rage and indignation were strongly depicted.

Their dark bright eyes, as they glanced around,

appeared to emit sparkles, and their frowning

eye-brows, wrinkled foreheads, compressed lips,

and clenched teeth, seemed to threaten a sudden

and general burst of violence.

When Sandoval reached the middle, of the

square, he leapt upon a table, which had been

left there by some of the market-women, and

from which an officer had just descended, and

waving in his uplifted hand his father's letter,

called the attention of the various groups :

—

'* Gentlemen !" cried he, with a powerful and

distinct voice, " I hold in my hand a letter from

Madrid, which I beg leave to read to you. Its

contents will doubtless excite every honest man's

indignation ; but if we follow the advice con-

tained in it, we may yet defeat the horrid ma-

chinations of a few traitors, who wish to enslave

us for ever; we may yet snatch our dearly



S8 SANDOVAL ; OR,

beloved country from the utter ruin and de-

gradation into which they seek to plunge her."

" Read, read,"" cried a multitude of voices,

and an instantaneous hush spreading itself

through the multitude, Sandoval read as fol-

lows :—
" My beloved son,

*' I have this instant received a letter from

Count Montijo, who with many other grandees

a few da} s ago set off for Valencia, with the

avowed intention of complimenting king Ferdi-

nand on his return to the throne of Spain ; but,

as it turned out, upon a very different mission.

In this letter, which is a compound of folly and

villainy, he advises me, as a friend—lie my

friend !—instantly to quit the capital for a foreign

country, as everything is now arranged between

the king, the servile party, and some perjured

troops, at the head of which is Elio, to overthrow

the sacred code raised by the sacrifice of our for-

tunes, and cemented by our blood!"

Here a general burst of indignation interrupted
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the speaker, and exclamations of " villain,"

" traitor," " ingratc," ran from mouth to mouth.

" It appears * now," resumed Sandoval, "that

Ferdinand's object in going out of his road, and

against the express directions of the Cortes to

Zaragoza, was not that professed by him,—of

gratifying a laudable curiosity, by visiting the

glorious ruins of that Numantia of modern his-

tory. No, that was the mask with which he

covered the blackest and most perfidious inten-

tions. His journey was undertaken purely with

the view of giving traitors and knaves time to

remove the obstacles which opposed themselves

to their meditated perfidy. It was indispensable

before the blow was struck, to blacken the cha-

racter of the victim they wished to sacrifice, and

present it to the world as a pernicious monster,

worthy of the fate they marked out for it ; and

with this object hundreds of subversive pam-

phlets, every line of which 'breathes vengeance

and blood, have been circulated in that city, the

king himself giving his sanction to these disgrace-

ful proceedings ! I have, hov'^ever, been informed
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that his perverse intention to overturn the con-

stitution, has been formed only since his arrival

at Valencia, where, it is asserted, an address,

signed by several members of the Cortes, re-

questing him to annul all that has been done in

Spain during his absence, was what principally

induced him to adopt that measure. This is

more than probable, since, to my knowledge; the

most base and treacherous means have been re-

sorted to here by those traitors who style them-

selves the friends of the king, to obtain from

several members of the Cortes, remarkable for

their weakness and timidity, signatures for a

secret document, the nature of which is not very

difficult to guess. Besides, it is enough to ob-

serve the barefaced exultation of the servile

party, the unreserved expression of their senti-

ments, the insolent and open threats which they

unhesitatingly denounce against the liberals, and

the undismayed|effrontery with which they carry

on their once secret meetings, to enable any one

to conclude that they are now pretty sure of suc-

cess. Yet strange as it may appear, the govern-
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ment sees all these ominous indications of their

ruin, the Cortes hear the distant thunder rolling

along the sky,, and momently approaching the

very precincts of their temple, and yet no voice

is raised to excite the people and their defenders

to rise and strike at tyranny. On the contrary,

we have heard even patriots say, that no blood

but our own shall be spilt ! ]\Iust we then

tamely yield up for ever all our dearest rights

and interests, consent to our ruin and degrada-

tion, and fall without a struggle ?—nay, must we

be carried bound hand and foot to the scaffold ?

I ask this of thee, my son, and you must ask it

of your companions in arms.""

As Sandoval pronounced these words he

paused, and cast his eyes arovmd on the soldiery.

" No, it shall not be," was emphatically shouted

forth by all the spectators, as if they had been

inspired by one sentiment. " Death to the trai-

tors !" " Death to the ingrate king !"" " Long

live the Constitution !"

" Comrades !" cried Sandoval, " a word more,

and I have done." A deep siicnce agam pre-
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vailed, and he resumed his reading:— '' Since

those who stand at the helm of the state, over-

come by their own fears, have so far lost all con-

fidence in themselves as to be unable to steer the

vessel any longer in safety, it is the duty of every

true patriot to act without their concurrence in

rescuing it from destruction. I therefore suggest

that some general of experience, who to a well-

tried love of his country joins the ambition of

rendering his name immortal, may be selected

from among those who are now on the frontiers,

at the head of so many brave men, and that, ac-

companied by all those who wish to share in this

glorious enterprise, he may, without the loss of

one instant, march hither to the capital, to prevent

the subversion of our dearly bought institutions.

This is the only step which can save us in this

painful crisis. It ought, indeed, to have been

adopted long before this time ; but, I still hope,

that it is not too late, and moreover, that though,

unfortunately, a few military have been found

weak enough to allow themselves to be seduced

from their dutv, and become traitors to their
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country, there are otliers, and these more numer-

ous than the perjured party, who ^nll know how

to preserve unstained the true character of sol-

diers, and the honour" of Spain. I exhort you

and your friends to act with promptness and

decision."

On the conclusion of this letter the air rent

with cries of " To Madrid ! To Madrid !" But

public attention being immediately called to se-

veral officers, Avho also read aloud the letters

tliey had received, all tending to question the

purity of Ferdinand's intentions, and all con-

curring in the opinion that some bold measure

should be instantaneously adopted, to defeat so

much treachery and ingratitude, the groups re-

tained their places, and with every letter that

was read their indignation increased, till at

length nothing was heard but threats and im-

precations against the ingrate king, and liis per-

fidious counsellors. The tumult now increased,

and Avith it the fury of the military. A thou-

sand opinions were delivered, and as many reso-

lutions proposed ; but, as it invariably happens
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in popular commotions, the one superseded the

other, and nothing but noise and confusion pre-

vailed. Had they listened only to the impulse

of their wrath, the first movement would have

been to seize their arms, and commence their

march to Madrid, to revenge the meditated in-

sult to the nation ; but besides that, the various

divisions which composed the army were already

in full march, and far from head-quarters, the

General-in-Chief, the Prince of Anglona, had

not yet returned from Toulouse, where he had

gone to congratulate the Generalissimo, Duke of

Wellington, on his splendid victory over Soult's

troops ; and no great reliance could be placed

on his second in command. General Cienfuegos,

who, though a man very well disposed to favour

the cause of liberty, was of too timid and irre-

solute a disposition to take any decisive steps to

i nsure its success.

Whilst matters remained in this state of con-

fusion, every man recommending his own plan

as the best, Sandoval, convinced they had not a

moment to lose, cried out with a stentorian voice.
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that as it was of the highest importance that all

the army should act unanimously on this point,

he would propose that commissioners should

immediately be sent to the other divisions, to

insure their concurrence ; and also, that the oath

to the Constitution should again be pubhcly

taken, and a report of their proceedings be sent

to government, to convince them that the third

army was ready to support the Constitution to

the last drop of blood. This proposition, being

seconded by Don Francisco Ferrez, chief of the

staff, was unanimously adopted by the whole

crowd, amidst tremendous shouts of ••' Viva la

Ccnstitucion r

The whole mass now poured forwards, like a

torrent, to the house of the chief of the staff.

The colours of the regiments floated in the wind

;

the drums and fifes struck up a quick and lively

measure; and the swords and muskets of the

soldiery, who followed promiscuously in the rear

of the body of officers, glittering in the sunlight,

formed a brilliant and inspiring spectacle. At

all times a large mass of men, acting under the

I
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same Impulse, has in itself a very imposing ef-

fect ; but when to unanimity of action a deep

feehng of injury and a strong excitement of the

passions are added, the effect then is more than

imposing—it is overwhelming and terrific. The

inhabitants of the village, as if impressed with

this sentiment, were seen peeping behind the

blinds of their windows, or the hedges which

border the various winding paths that led to

their houses; but neither male nor female durst

appear openly before this moving phalanx of

wrath and power.

On reaching the house of the chief of the

staff, the principal chaplain of the army, clad

in his white surplice, and with the book of the

Gospels in his hand, presented himself on the

tlireshold of the house, which formed a kind of

portico, and in a loud, impressive voice, admi-

nistered to the different chiefs there assembled

the oath by which they pledged themselves to

defend theXonstitution of the realm to the last

drop of their blood ; and having kissed the sa-

cred volume, proceeded to administer the same
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oath to the troops, who filed off under the un-

furled standards, the officers kissing them with

patriotic ardour and sincerity as they passed

underneath. During this ceremony a religious

silence was observed by all ; but no sooner was

it over, than the air resounded with a burst of

music from the military bands, striking up pa-

triotic hymns, accompanied by loud cries of

" Viva la Constitucion /"

The officers then signed their names to the

declaration that was to be sent to the govern-

ment, and immediately afterwards retired to

their respective quarters, somewhat relieved by

having thus given expression to the feelings

which had oppressed and agitated them just

before.

I
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CHAPTER III

Return to Xerxes ; tell him on this rocic

The Grecians, faitliful to their post, await

His chosen myriads ; tell him thou hast seen

How far the lust of empire is below

A free-born mind ; and tell him to behold

A tyrant humbled, and by virtuous death

To seal my country's freedom, is a good

Surpassing all his boasted pow'r can give.

Glovek's Leonidas

Early on the following day, the staff pro-

ceeded on their march to Irun, which they

reached about evening, when orders were issued

for their sojourn till the arrival of the General-

in-Chief, which took place a few days after.

Meantime the ordinary marches of the other

divisions of the arm}' had been a great obstacle

to effecting those resolutions formed at Ondres,

by the officers at head-quarters, for ensuring
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tmantmity and acting in concert with their com-

rades and friends. It was not easy for them,

while the latter were distant from each other,

and frequently shifting their quarters, to consult

and agree on their plans with that promptness

which circumstances demanded. This impedi-

ment, joined to the more serious one of receiving

no official orders from the government, which,

by sanctioning their resolutions, might give con-

fidence to their party, gave their enemies, who

had, by a well-concerted system, laboured with

great activity, a decided advantage over them.

The resources of the former, too, were confined

to simple appeals to friendship, honour, and pa-

triotism, while those of the latter were backed

by the more tangible incentives of active gold,

and the alluring prospect of promotion and dis-

tinctions. The king and the clergy had both

these powerful means in their hands, and their

agents did not neglect to lavish the one on the

subaltern and the soldier, and promise the other

to their chiefs.

Such was the state of things aniong the third

VOL. T.
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army, when three days after the arrival of the

staff at Irun, positive news of the treachery of

Eho reached the encampment, as well as some

copies of that fatal and ever-memorable decree

of the 4th of May, in which the code containing

the rights of the Spaniards—that dearly earned

reward of all their toils, and the pride of every

patriot—was declared null and void. That same

day, too, doubtless by some well-concerted com-

bination of the servile faction, and as if to crush

their opponents by repeated blows, an officer

received a letter from Puente la Reyna, a town

in Navarre, where the ai'my of reserve, com-

manded by the traitor Abisbal, had its head-

quarters. In this letter was inclosed the pro-

clamation issued by that general, in which he

exhorted his ti'oops openly to declare in favour

of the absolute king, and against that govern-

ment to which they owed their existence, and

which still had their oaths and his. The popu-

lar scenes of this day arc well worth recording,

as sliewing the spirit which prevailed in the

mass of the military ; but before we attempt to
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describe them, we must follow our hero on a

little excursion to Passages, whither he had

early that morning bent his course on the sum-

mons of a mysterious billet, which had reached

him at a late hour of the previous night, and

which ran thus:—
" One who loves you, and is most anxious to

save you from ruin and disgrace, will give you,

to-morrow morning, an opportunity of overcom-

ing your present dangers, provided you will go

to Passages, and meet a friend of his on the pier

at six o'clock precisely."

What these dangers were, Sandoval could not

tell; but he determined to go and ascertain

them. No sooner had the day dawned than

he was seen on the mountain road which led to

the place of rendezvous.

The country about Irun presents many pro-

spects, which may be equalled but not surpassed

by any in the world ; as, however, they have

already frequently figured in the works of tra-

vellers, we shajl pass them over ia silence, and

D 2
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follow Sandoval through a wild, romantic pati«

over the mountains, which as being much shorter,

he followed in preference to the beaten road.

This path, at first bordered with verdant slopes

gently rising one above another, presented every

where a scene of rural life and animation, that

baffles all power of description. The Biscayan

women, industrious, robust, and fine made,

were already busily employed in their rural

labours. They might here be seen arranged

in regular files, in which all was order and

uniformity, employed in digging the earth.

The regularity and simultaneousness of their

varied motions gave a singular and pleasing,

effect to their labours, and assisted them, more«

over, to work with greater ease and rapidity, as

it obliged every one to keep up in the line formed

by her companions. The forked spade with

which they till their land, though in reality

large and heavy, is well suited to the moun-

tainous nature of the country, and endbles them

to cultivate even the precipitous sides of the
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most abrupt hills, where no oxen could tread

;

hence the state of high cultivation which this

province every where presents.

On the other hand the elegant villas and neat

built farms with which those verdant slopes are

interspersed, and which have in front of them

tasteful parterres, and behind well stored kitchen

gardens, both surrounded with luxuriant or-

ciiards, and tall majestic trees, presented a busy

scene of men and women employed in gardening,

milking cows, mowing grass, felling wood, feed-

ing cattle, pigs and poultry, in a word performing

all the morning duties of the farms. Some, too,

were employed in catching birds, of which the

people of this province are passionately fond,

whether for the purpose of keeping in cages,

OT for making pates and fricassees. At a dis-

tance from the kitchen garden, there is inva-

riably a plot of ground exclusively devoted to

the feathered tribe, in which maize, hemp, and

various other seeds, are grown for their use.

A grove of trees and a little pool, shaded by

thick shrubs, render still more attractive this de-
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licious retreat ; in front of which stands a little

summer-house, so completely concealed by the

creeping plants which overrun it, that nothing

of its masonry is seen. Here those persons, who

either find amusement or profit in catching

birds, repair, and watch the favourable mo-

ment to pull the strings of a net, which com-

municates with the house, and is laid out close

by the pool, where several cages with decoy

birds and domestic fowls, tied by secret

threads, are^ also placed to allure those which

stiU soar above in freedom.

But to continue our path—After these

smiling hills, the scene suddenly shifts to a

frowning mountain, crowned with thick plan-

tations of tall mountain-trees ; while, here and

there, the winding path on each side is over-

hung by bold and craggy rocks, whose jutting

summits form a kind of archway over the tra-

veller's head. From the summit of this moun-

tain the eye wanders over a most magnificent and

sublime landscape, presenting in one glorious

picture a succession of fertile dales and va-
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ried hills, narrow ravines and winding streams,

lofty mountains, and, lastly, the ocean itself

spreading its broad and ample bosom in the dis-

tance. On descending this mountain, the lulling

noise of gushing rivulets, forming a succession

of foaming cascades (some of which are hurled

from such a height, that their falling waters

rise again, and cling around the cliffs in dense

mists) keep the senses absorbed in sweet con-

templative lethargy ; but, as the traveller de-

scends stiD lower, the sides of the path again

bring him within sight of orchards, tillage and

green meadows, and he beholds at no great dis-

tance the picturesque convent of the Capuchin

friars, embosomed in a cluster of fine majestic

trees. Beyond this lies Passages, surrounded by

a bold and abrupt chain of cliffs, so closely con-

nected with each other, that it is only through

a small aperture a glimpse of the distant sea

is again discernible.

To this spot it was that our hero directed

his steps. As he approached the pier, he saw
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some thirty or forty >vomen. drawn up m
line, all armed with oars, and dressed alike,

with a broad-brimmed hat lightly thrown on

one side of the head, a clean white kerchief

underneath falling about their ears, and long-

tresses of dark hair floating about their

shoulders, a loose jean jacket, a short petti-

coat of various colours, reaching to about the

calf of their naked legs, and small shoes

graced with large bows. As soon as they

perceived him, they set up a hallooing in

the dialect of the district, the more strange

and deafening as both their voices and ages

differed considerably ; and, as if their loud

clattering were insufficient to express their

wishes, they accompanied the whole with the

most extraordinary contortions of the mouth,

eyes, head, arms, and legs ; and yet, with all

this eagerness for preference, no one dared

to advance a step beyond the line marked

out by themselves. Thus they all remained

stationary, until Sandoval succeeded in making
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them understand that his object was not to go

on the water, when they immediately broke the

line and dispersed, each her own way.

Having walked backward and forward

for about twenty minutes, Sandoval at last

distinguished a lig-ht skiff with four Bis-

cayan women pulling most vigorously to the

shore. At the stern sat a man, apparently an

officer, in a military cocked hat and cloak, with

which he was so muffled up, that his features

could not be discerned, even by those who were

in the skiff with him. No sooner was she

moored, than he rose, and throwing a dollar to

the women, who immediately commenced a most

animated conversation among themselves, which

threatened to end in blows, he walked towards

Sandoval, and, without unmuffling, addressed

him in the following words.—"If I am not

mistaken, you are Don Calisto Sandoval."

" I am,'"" replied he, fixing his eyes on the

stranger, and endeavouring to discover who he

was. Unable, however, to succeed, he inquired

if he might be favoured with the name of one,

who seemed so well acquainted with his.

D 3
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" You shall know it in due time," said the

stranger. " At present let us walk towards the

glen yonder; for I have business of a secret

nature to discuss with you, whicli requires a

more secluded place of conference than this."

" With all my heart,"" said Sandoval, touch-

ing the hilt of his sword in a manner which

could not fail to be observed by the stranger.

" You seem to have there a trusty com-

panion," remarked this last.

" It has proved so to me in many a ren-

contre," said Sandoval, "and I trust I shall

find it still unchanged."

" Well !" exclaimed the stranger, " they

say, that he who fears death is better prepared

to avoid it; but make your mind easy, for I

have no hostile intentions towards you."

" Be it so, though I care little wliether your

intentions be hostile or not. Fair play I am

entitled to, from a man of honour ; and as long

as I have that, there are few men I fear." This

Sandoval uttered in an apparently careless tone,

yet very desu'ous to ascertain this point; for

though he was no coward, he knew too well that
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many a foul deed had been done about that

period by the servile faction, who would have

had little scruple in getting rid, by any means,

of one who took no great pains to conceal his

principles.

" Were I an enemy of yours," said the

stranger, " I have no hesitation in saying, you

should have fair play, and yet I would be

numbered by you among the few you fear."

" I am glad to hear it," cried Sandoval, " for

no villain ever would dare to measure his sword

with mine."

After this brief conversation, they both walked

silently towards the spot pointed out by the

stranger, it was a wild, solitary dale, where

one or two shepherds huts only were seen,

perched like a'iries near the tops of some of the

cliffs. A single rivulet, bordered by a few

cherry and apple-trees, together with some goats,

which were chmbing to the summit of the sur-

rounding rocks, were the only mo\dng objects

that could be discerned at the moment the two

officers entered the glen.

*' We are now out of the reach of any man's
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hearing,'* said the stranger still muffled up in his

cloak, and if possible concealing still more hiS'

face, " and I may now safely disclose to you my

mission. But, before I begin, I must request

of you to be satisfied with what you see of mCy

and to make no attempt to discover who I am.

Were you less hot-headed," continued he,

" there would be no need of any of this

mystery, but as I know how easily your blood

rises, particularly if the justice of your political

principles is questioned by any one, I thought

it wiser to take these extraordinary precautions."

" And is it, Sir, for the purpose of discussing

these, that I am called to this spot by you .?" en-

quired Sandoval.

" A little patience, Seiior Don Calisto,"" re-

torted the stranger ;
" I have no more to do with

the matter in question than a simple bearer of a

message can have. Allow me to lay it before

you, and then you will judge and decide either

for, or against, just as you may chance to be in

the humour. My duty will be performed by

listening to your answer. And now. Sir, to

begin—You have some influence on the Prince
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of Anglona's mind, and a great deal on that of

General Cienfuegos. Have you not ?"

" The Prince,"" replied Sandoval, " has con-

descended now and then to listen favourably to

some of the propositions made by me ; and upon

this foundation alone rests the reputation I

may have acquired of possessing some influence

on his mind. With respect to General Cien-

fuegos, his excessive good nature, and great

kindness to me, have on my part excited

feelings of the liveliest gratitude, and I have

endeavoured to perform all that duty and the

respect I have for him required of me ; but I

protest against the assumption that I exercise

any undue influence over his mind, which I

should presume is what you would insinuate."

" Very modestly urged, upon my honour !"

cried the stranger in a sneering tone; " but how

does it come to pass, that you are commonly

called, the General?"

" That, Sir, I suppose, I owe to the excessive

candour of those, who like you, profess to be my
friends," replied Sandoval in a similar tone.

" "Well, let that pass," said the stranger



62 SANDOVAL ; OR,

" but as you own you are in habits of intimacy

with the one, and on good terms with the other,

it may not be difficult for you, by exerting your

influence, to persuade them to declare for the

king, and against the Constitution."

At these words Sandoval involuntarily started

back, as if a ball had just grazed his face, and

with a look of the utmost surprise, gazed a

while on the stranger ; half doubting whether

what he had heard was meant as a jest.—" I

thought I heard you say," cried he, when he ha^

sufficiently recovered from his amazement, " that

my political principles were known to you."

" So they are," returned the stranger calmly.

" Then," said Sandoval, his cheeks reddening

with passion, " be good enough to explain to

me what you mean by thus daring to think me

capable of betraying the oaths I have taken

before the altar of God and my country, and

trampling on the sacred duties imposed on me,

by all the laws of honour, virtue, and pa-

triotism." '

*' My meaning is soon explained," cried the

other, " you are the heir of a noble house, and
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your interest, to say nothing of your duty, calls

upon you to support the royal cause. In an

absolute monarchy you have privileges over

your fellow countrymen which place you as

much above, as you will be below them under

a representative government. This form more-

over, is foreign to our habits, and detested by

the mass of the people, who prefer the govern-

ment of ancient families, to that of upstarts, and

demagogues, whose object is only to enrich

themselves at the expense of those, that like

yourself, have property to lose. If, therefore,

you will follow the king's party, and induce the

two generals to do the same, the command of

a regiment is assured to you. The honours of

the court also will be open to you; titles, wealth,

and military distinctions will shower down upon

you, as on the very favourite of fortune ; but,

if on the contrary, you should choose to go on

playing the part of a champion of liberty, and

conspiring with the enemies of the altar and the

throne, to overturn both, you may look forward

to certain ruin, poverty, and disgrace, as the

only reward of all your efforts and toils."
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^* I have listened to you,'' cried Saiidoval,

his eyes flashing fire, " without crushing you to

the earth, because I wished to see how far your

shameless folly would go ; but, as you have

delivered your errand like a trusty messenger,

return to your employers and tell them, that it

shall be the endeavour of my life, to wash away

in their blood die stain of having, by a conduct,

perhaps, too weak, inspired them with the hope

of finding in me a villain and a traitor."

*' And am I really to carry that message to

my employer, Avithout your knowing who my

employer is ?" enquired the stranger in a sarcas-

tic tone.

" Be it the king himself. Sir," answered

Sandoval sternly, " the man who makes such a

jDro{X)sal to me is a villain, whose name I care

not to know.""

" Nay, but my employer is not a villain,"

returned the stranger in the same strain of sar-

casm, " such an ungracious epithet does not

become the dear, young innocent being who

sends me "
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" Do you trifle with me, Sir?" cried Sa'^doval,

laying his hand on his sword, and half unsheath-

ing it.

"I have seen naked swords, even before now,"

rephed the stranger, apparently little moved by

Sandoval's action, " and depend upon it, I shall

not show you my heels on this occasion. But

I must put an end to your kindling passion by

a little disclosure. That employer of mine,

whom you liave so gratuitously abused, is no

other than your once beloved Gabriela Lauza.

—

Do not start thus, man, nor look as dark and

fierce as a hungry vulture—I can convince you,

beyond every human doubt."

" Villain !' cried Sandoval, vainly striving to

suppress the rage by which he was nearly

choked, " on your life shew this instant the

proofs of your daring assertion.""

" Take it,'' said the stranger, drawing from

underneath his cloak a gold locket, and placing

it in his hands, " that is the token which Gabri-

ella herself gave me, that I might be able to

convince you, should you prove incredulous.''*
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Sancjoval snatched the locket from the stran-

ger's hand, and gazed on it in silence. It was

his own miniature, the same he had given to

Gabriela on the night previous to his departure

for the army. The effect which the sight of it

produced on him, was electrical ; his cheeks

became bloodless ; his eyes, which a moment

before seemed instinct with light, grew dim and

overcast, and his whole frame shook so violently,

that it was with difficulty he reached a tree close

by, against the trunk of which he rested his

right arm, then leaning against it his forehead,

from which a cold sweat ran profusely, he

remamed some minutes in a state of stupor.

Meanwhile the stranger was preparing himself

for the raging storm which might follow this

momentary calm ; he arranged the folds of his

doak over his shoulders, so that, if a struggle

ensued, he should not be left uncovered ; then

grasping the hilt of his sword, drew it out a

little, and with a like precaution ascertained that

the various weapons he had about him were

ready to answer his call.
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Sandoval, who began now to recover from that

state of temporary insensibility, called out to

him, his head still recHned against his arm, to

approach—" Say," added he, raising a httle his

eyes and fixing them on him, " you, muffled up

villain ! by what means did you obtain this

miniature?—what is become of its mistress?

—

On your life, let me know where she is to be

found.—But, mark ! if you attempt to deceive

me, bj heavens, I shall, before we part, avenge

on your treacherous head your falsehoods and

impostures. Now, your answer quickly," and

immediately renewmg his erect posture, he

unsheatlied his sword with the rapidity of

lightning.

" The plague seize the suspicious fool !" cried

the stranger, in a tone that showed more impa-

tience than fear, " What interest could I possi-

bly have in deceiving you ? Have I not said al-

ready, that I am but a simple messenger, not

caring a straw whether vou do or do not accede

to tlie wishes of vour mistress ? Give me a

straight forward answer to this question, and I
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have done with my errand, and with you. Are

you determined to stand by your party, and for-

feit, not only the brilliant prospects that are

held out to you, but the love and esteem of one

who breathes for you alone?''

"All, sooner than become a traitor,'' exclaim-

ed Sandoval indignantly.

" Then, take her curse, and that of your

brother," cried the stranger, " they both cast

you from their affections."

" My brotlier, villain !—Is he ^"

*' He is a loyal man," interrupted the stranger,

" attached to his king, and no less than your-

self to his country. But, adieu, for I have

done^now, and time is too precious with me to

waste any more of it with such a madman as

you are."

Saying this he turned his back on Sandoval,

and hastened away. " By heavens ! you shall

not go without resolving all my doubts," cried

Sandoval rushing after, and trying to stop him,

by placing himself, with his naked sword, in

kis way.
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" Stand out of the way," said the stranger,

drawing from underneath his cloak a pistol,

which he aimed at liis head, " else by the king

I serve, you are a dead man."

" Fire,"" exclaimed the rash Sandoval, " and

tell my unworthy brother,— tell my perfidious

mistress, that surrounded by traitors and villains,

I thought my life not worth possessing,"

" I shall tell them rather, that you are nwre

worthy of their pity than their anger," said the

stranger contemptuously, and hiding his weapon ;

" but,*' added he, in an authoritative tone,

" put up your sword, and let us part ; for I

hear the trampling of a horse, and we must not

be seen tocrether.""

While he was yet speaking, Roque, Sando-

val''s servant, made his appearance, and called

his masters attention to some papers he held in

his hand.—" I have been looking for you every

where," said he, j" and began to fear that the

wolves of these mountains had made a meal of

you ; so that these despatches from General

Ceinfuegos would remain for ever unanswered."
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While Sandoval was occupied in perusing the

papers, the stranger walked quickly away. This

did not escape our hero's notice ; but as the

information brought to him was of an official

nature, and called him back to Irun without

delay, he contented himself with observing, that

he trusted soon to hear from him, or else he

would find him out

" You are welcome to do so,*" said the other,

with a nod, " meantime, peace be with thee."

" Zounds !" exclaimed Roque, " there is

something about that man which is not altogether

unknown to me, and, if I am not mistaken, I

saw him yesterday muffled up in his cloak, just

as he is now, throwing handfuls of money to

some soldiers, as if he were godfather at the

christening of a marquis."

" Alight,"" said Sandoval, seeing that Roque

still kept his saddle, "and follow me to Irun

as fast as your legs can carry you."

" If it is your pleasure," cried Roque, " of

course I must alight, but it appears to me that

this nag is strong enough to carry us both. You
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know he is mine by right of conquest, and that

my neck had a narrow escape from the red-coats,

when I took him in France ;—but he is much at

your service,"" added he, percei\ang his master's

brows knitting; and bounding from the animal's

back, " Now, Sir, I'll be at Irun sooner than

yourself.""

Sandoval mounted, and putting spurs to the

horse, rode away as fast as the steep nature of

the road permitted. In about an hour he was

at head-quarters.
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CHAPTER IV.

How dare you mention Heaven ? Call to mind

Your perjured vows, your plighted broken faitli,

To Heaven, and all things holy I

SOUTHKRNE.

On Sandoval's reaching the house in which

General Cienfuegos was quartered, and which

stood at the entrance of the town, he was shown

up stairs, where he found the good general, in

company with some officers of the staff", walking

backwards and forwards in a state of great agita-

tion, rumpling a paper which he held in his

hand, and muttering aloud,—" The villain I

who could ever liave believed this of him !

—

Zounds ! it won't avail him, though. I"ll go

and see the Prince this moment, and, har^g me,

if we don't march at once to Madrid, and kick

him and his throne out of Spain.''
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Such was the ungentle language held at that

moment by General Cienfuegos, who, however,

was one of the most loyal and decided royahsts,

with no small share of aristocratic feeling, and

reverence for the olden time. But this was a

trying moment for every true lover of his country,

which he undoubtedly was ; and, therefore, his

expressions, though a little Jacobinical, must be

pardoned by my loyal readers.

Sandoval, who had seldom seen him in such a

ruffled mood, stood at the door, gazing on him

with surprise, which, we must own, had in it

something of the agreeable.—" General !" cried

he, when he thought his first burst was over^

" what ails you ?"

" Only a rascally Fi'enchman, like him, curse

him and all his race ! would have played us such

a trick," continued the General, pacing the room

without observing Sandoval, " but, I'll promise

you, we shall send him back before many weeks

are over.—Ah ! Captain Sandoval, welcome, ray

young friend. I sent for you to ask your opi-

nion in this emergency. You, who are yoimg

VOL. I. E
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and resolute, will be less controuled by prudential

motives than these gentlemen, who though all

agree in the determination to avenge the affront

offered to the nation by that minikin, Ferdinand,

are far from chiming in with our resolution of

marching directly to Madrid. But read that,

and then say whether there is an instant to be

lost."

He then handed him the paper he held in his

hand, which was the memorable decree issued at

Valencia, on the 4th of May. As Sandoval read

it, his expressive countenance became lighted up,

or depressed, according to the sentiments the

document contained, now interrupting himself

by bursts of indignation, and now pacing the

room silently, and with long strides, while the

General exclaimed from time to time,—" Well

!

what do you think of that ? Would you have

believed that of him ? Yet that is the ingrate

for whom we have shed our blood !"

When Sandoval had finished perusing the

decree, he exclaimed,—" If there be any man

in his senses who would for an instant hesitate in
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adopting the only step that can save the country,

that man I denounce as a traitor."

" I am of opinion that it ought not to be

taken,"" said one of the officers present, " simply

because the government, who must be the best

judges of the danger that threatens them, do not

require of us such a step. It is my firm behef

that their cause is too good to stand in need of

military bayonets to support it. Besides, our

allies themselves would not permit those insti-

tutions, sanctioned by them all, to be overthroAvn

by a man whose fetters we have just knocked

off."

•* Another motive for not taking it," said an-

other officer, " is that the decree of the 4th ac-

knowledges all our rights, and promises us our

liberties. It even goes so far as to declare, that

the ancient Cortes shall shortly be convoked.

What Spaniard, then^ who has read anything of

the history of his own country, will maintain that

our ancient laws are less democratical than those

promulgated in Cadiz ? In my opinion, liberty

will gain by the exchange."
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" Now, curse your democracy," cried the

General, "those laws which you so much admire

might be very befitting the democratical times

you speak of; but it is ridiculous to say thai

they would suit us equally well. Besides, I do

not see why we should not be as capable of

making laws as were our ancestors. Nay, we

have made them ; and, methinks, M^e ought, were

it only to establish our claims to wisdom, to sup-

port them through thick and thin."

" It appears to me gentlemen," said Sandoval,

" that all these discussions are foreign to our

present purpose. What we ought principally

to resolve upon, is, whether we are to stand still

witnessing, without attempting to interfere, the

fall of a government whose existence we have

sworn to maintain ?— whether we shall allow

our own opinions to outweigh the duties we have

entered upon ?—and whether the oaths taken at

the altar of our country, and before our God,

are to be considered by us as idle formalities

not worth attending to .'* If such be the opinion

of the gentlemen present, and of the rest of our
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companions in arms, why, then we need not

interfere in such inconsiderable trifles, as the

total subversion of our rights, and the ruin of

our country; indeed there would be in them,

something extremely congenial to minds so

completely unprejudiced. But, if the opinion

c£ my brother officers be contrary to this, you

will allow that our interference is indispensable.'"

*' Wisely spoken, by our Lady of Cava-

donga !""* cried the General, " but let us

proceed to the residence of our commander-in-

chief, to see what he thinks of the matter."

After this conversation they all sallied out, and

proceeded to the Prince of Anglona's residence.

On entering the town, they observed that a great

sensation had taken place among the military.

The streets were literally blocked up by officers

and soldiers, who were anxiously pressing their

way to the square, to hear the contents of a

* General Cienfuegos was a native of Asturias, as this

exclamation clearly indicates. He was of an ancieni family,

and died while the author of this work was yet engaged

upon it.
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letter just received ftom the head-quarters of

the army of reserve, of whom, as it has already

been observed, Abisbal was the commander.

Our party, equally anxious to hear news from

this quarter, followed in the mass, and reached

the square just at the moment when an officer,"

mounted on the shoulders of some|men, began to

read aloud the proclamation, to which we have

alluded at the beginning of the last chapter,

from General Abisbal to his troops, exhorting

them to declare for the king, and against the

Constitution. No sooner was the purport of

the proclamation discovered by the assembled

multitude, than cries of, "To the fire with it !

—

to the fire with it,— and its infamous owner
!"

" At these words, the speaker suddenly dis-

appeared, his supporters alarmed at the doom

pronounced by the crowd, dropped their load,

and endeavoured to escape the fury of their

comrades by mixing with them. The orator,

however, was not so fortunate, for, as he fell

down, he was collared by some of those

who Avere nearest to him, and kept fast, to
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undergo the summary sentence passed upon

him. Meantime, several of the soldiers were

seen climbing to the windows of the surrounding

houses, and presently chairs and tables were

hurled out of them, to furnish fuel for the in-

tended political auto-da-fe. In a few minutes

the pile was prepared, in the middle of the

square; volumes of thick smoke rose on high

performing their vertical evolutions, followed by

immense sparkles, and at length, by a pyra-

miclical column of flame, which waved its terrific

radiance over the heads of the infuriated sol-

diery.

During these fearful preparations, the des-

tined victim was protesting to heaven, and all its

saints, that he was perfectly"innocent of any evil

intentions ; that he had not read the procla-

mation previous to his reading it in public, and

consequently could not know its contents ; and

that moreover, he was as ready as any of them

to lose his blood in support of the Constitution.

General Cienfuegos, who heard his protestations,

and various officers of the staff, who were then
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present, interposed in his behalf, and obtained

his acquittal, to the no small disappointment of

many soldiers, who had been feasting their

imaginations with the prospect of seeing a

servile roasted. However, the proclamation

of Abisbal, and even several copies of the decree

of the 4th of May, which had been received by

that day's post, were committed to the flames

sine redemptione^ and amidst loud acclama-

tions.

Our party now moved on towards the place

of their destination ; but they met with more

than one interruption from the various groups

who were discussing the events of the day.

—

" Comrades !" cried an officer, who was very

numerously surrounded, "hear the language of

that infamous traitor, Abisbal, at a splendid

dinner given to commemorate the battle of

Toulouse, and compare it with what he now says

in his foul proclamation. I assisted at that ban-

quet, and sat near him ; the goblets were

charged to the brim, and we all rose at his

request.—' Gentlemen !' cried he with a feigned
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patriotism, * I request you to pledge me to a

toast, which cannot fail to be acceptable to every

patriot, but more particularly so to me, because

an opportunity now offers to prove to the world

the sincerity of my sentiments, by the public

expression of my wishes.'—He then gave this

toast :— * May the man who should ever consent

to have, even a comma, erased from the tablet

of the Constitution, disappear from the face of

the earth, and his soul be everlastingly tor-

mented by the furies of hell I'
''*

" Death to the traitor !" vociferated the sur-

rounding group, and then the officer continued

with his speech, which, however, we shall take

leave to omit, in order to keep up with our

party, which after various other interruptions,

reached at last the house at which the General-

in- chief was quartered.

The Prince of Anglona is brother of the

Duke de Ousna, and a nobleman very superior

* Such were the very words of that despicable traitor at

the moment alluded to.

£ 3
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to those of his class in point of information, and

c nsequently differs also in political principles.

At that time, at least, he espoused the cause of

liberty, and acted with becoming decision in

favour of the newly established institutions^

though since that time various family considera-

tions have obliged hira to abstain from publicly

shewing his attachment to the Constitution.

He was then in the twenty-ninth year of his

age, of very pleasing manners, and an elegant

person, though rather slender, and not above

the middle size : but his physiognomy was

animated and agreeable. At the moment our

party entered his apartments, he was sur-

rounded by a crowd of officers, among whom

Ferraz, Merconchini, Don Santiago Vigo,

I\Ianzanares, Infante, and several of the officers

of the General's brave battalion, known by the

name of the Barbudos of Ballesteros* shewed

* Ballesteros'' bearded men. They were some of the

most gallant fellows that ever wore beards, and dis-

tinguished themselves in every rencontre they had with the

enemy.
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xa their expressive countenances strong marks

of wrath and indignation.—" My dear Gene-

ral," cried Anglona to Cieni'uegos> " you come

in good time. Have the fatal news of the day

yet reached you ?"

" That they have," replied the old General,

" and with a vengeance."

" Have you then thought on the line of con-

duct which we ought to adopt," enquired the

Prince.

" Not I," answered the unassuming Cienfue-

gos, " but these gentlemen, and particularly San-

doval, who takes these things much to heart, says

that no time ought to be lost in marching to

Madrid, in order to prevent what seems in con-

templation. For my part I will be ready at an

hour's notice, and shall feel proud in contribut-

ing to the defeat of that monster's plans for the

total subversion of our rights.'-

*' That is a plan," said General Barrutel, who

was also present, " which may suit the young

Captain very well, particularly, if he be tired of
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these mountains, and wishes to enjoy the plea-

sures of the capital, or show off his handsome

person there ; but, methinks, that we, at least,

have other duties to attend to, and, moreover,

ought not to be directed by what a youngster

like him pleases to urge"

Sandoval, who felt deeply the injustice of this

inuendo, advanced towards Barrutel, with a

look in which his indicant feelings were

strongly pourtrayed.—" Sir,"" cried he, " though

you are my superior in military rank, I shall

expect you to prove here, before our General-in-

chief, in what instances you have found me ne-

glecting my duties for my pleasures; but should

you not be able to do this, (which you yourself

know very well you cannot), I shall then call

upon you to prove whether your courage is

any truer than your tongue."

Here the Prince interfered, and reproved in

unequivocal terms BarrutePs conduct ; which he

said was a most uncalled for attack on a young

and deserving officer. The General made a
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lame apology and withdrew ; and Sandoval re-

ceived the praises of General Cienfuegos for his

spirited retort.

.

At this moment, the Colonel Don Joaquin

Escario, an officer on the staff, who had that in-

stant arrived from Madrid, and who came to

ascertain the state of feeling in the third and

fourth armies, was announced. On his entering

the hall, all the officers present crowded around

him, to know what tidings he brought from the

capital. The Colonel did not hesitate in giving

them a true picture of the confusion and con-

sternation that reigned in it, adding, that the

government entertained no other hope but that

which the conduct of the two armies, whose as-

sistance they earnestly implored, inspired them

with. The two Generals and their assembled

officers, cursed unanimously tlie criminal irreso-

lution of the government, who had allowed

thing's to reach that crisis without having once

consulted them on the measures to be adopted

for the prevention of the evils that threaten the

country. If Elio's troops were to get possession



86 SANDOVAL; ORj

of the capital the most disastrous consequences

were to be expected, and they feared, that all

their efforts would not then alter the tide of

events. The necessity, therefore, of actnig with

promptness and decision was felt by both chiefs

and officers, but the Generalissimo, Lord Wel-

lington, being expected in two or three days at

I run, on his way to Madrid, and directions hav-

ing been given to the other divisions of the army

to repair to head-quarters, for the purpose of

being reviewed by his Lordship, it was now im-

possible to take any active steps until tliat visit

was over. This delay they very justly con-

ceived, was likely to be highly prejudicial to the

interests of the country, as it could not fai^ to

give their enemies time to carry on their plans of

bribery, deception, and intimidation ; but as it

could not be avoided, it was thought necessary,

in order to check these plans, to assume a hos-

tile attitude, and adopt some particular device,

which might distinguish them from their per-

jured companions in arms. The majority of

officers being agreed on these points, orders
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were immediately issued by the General-in-chief

to the depots of the third army, then at Pam-

plona, to forward to head-quarters the necessary

warhke ammunitions for the objects in view.

The adoption of a new cockade (red and yellow)

was also publicly proposed to the army, and

immediately agreed upon.

Such were the incidents of this day, so event-

ful to Sandoval. The various feelings by which

he had been agitated, and the rapid succession

in which they followed each other, had prevented

him from bestowing on his morning excursion

that reflection which it-s importance seemed to

demand. On his return to his quarters, he re-

tired alone to his chamber, and seated at a little

deal table, before a taper of resinous wood, the

common light of the country, he launched out

in numberless conjectures, as to who the dis-

guised person could be, and by what extraordi-

nary accident his dearly beloved Gabriela should

from being as great an enthusiast in the cause of

freedom as himself, thus suddenly turn over to
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servilism.*—" Are women's minds so unstable

in these matters," said he to himself, " as peo-

ple pretend ihey are in those of love ? or is it

really an indication that I am supplanted by

another, and he too a servile ? Was her letter

to me intended to serve as an excuse for the per-

fidy she was meditating ? If this were true—but

no, it cannot be. Pardon that base tliought,

Gabriela ! You pledged your love to me, and

I know it was by your heart's Own inspiration

you did it. Yes !" added he, rising abruptly,

and upsetting the table, and the light, which was

* As it may appear strange to our fair English reader,

why Gabriela should be either a liberal or a servile, we think

right to explain, that Spanish ladies have from time im-

memorial always taken a very active part both in political

discussions, and warlike disputes. Their active minds and

fine sensibilities do not allow them to remain passive spec-

tators of tlieir countrymen's quarrels. Love, hatred, or

prejudice, may, indeed, have a share in their decisions

(though generally speaking their sense of right and wrong

is very strong, which accounts for the fact that the gene-

rality of them are liberals) ; but, to take no part at all,

would be utterly impossible for them.



THE FREEMASON. 89

extinguished by the fall, " thy heart is as true

to me, as mine is to thee, Gabriela
!"

At this moment loud clashing of swords, ai\d

cries of " Zounds ! blow the traitor's brains out,"

—" kill him,"—" send his soul to hell,"—" let

us leave no spy alive," were heard at the door

of the house where Sandoval resided. Soon

after, a pistol was fired, and a rush heard of

several men towards the door, which shut with

a tremendous clash. Sandoval began to grope

about the room in search of his arms ; but as

he had just lighted on his sword, the door of his

room flew open, and some one entered, and

drew the bolt after him. " Who enters there ?"

cried Sandoval, unsheathing his sword.

" A man of honour, who seeks protection here

from a set of assassins," answered a voice.

** If you are such,"" returned Sandoval, " you

shall have it ; but what is your name, and why

are you pursued ?""

" My name matters little to you or any one

else,*" cried the voice ; "and as to your last
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question, I am pursued for doing a duty im-

posed upon me by my principles and my con-

science."

At this moment loud blows, struck against the

door of the house, threatened to bring it down,

and Sandoval went to the balcony to enquire

into and quell the uproar. The armed men be-

low, who immediately knew the voice of the

Captain, said that they wanted an officer belong-

ing to Abisbal's army, who had been detected

in the act of bribing several of their sergeants

and soldiers to declare against the Constitution.

" The villain," added one of them, " has taken

refuge in this house, and God's malediction fall

on me, if we don't have his treacherous head ?''"'

" Ah !" exclaimed Sandoval, speaking to the

fugitive, " have we a traitor here—and yet thou

call' St thyself a man of honour .'' By heavens !

if that be true, thou shall rue thy imposture
!"

" Liberal man !" cried the fugitive, in a tone

of true sarcasm, " am I to be condemned with-

out a hearing ? Would your refined notions of
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justice be against sending away the assassins

beJow, and judging me according to honour and

impartiality ?""

" My friends," said Sandoval to the mihtary

below, " retire in peace to your quarters, and

rely upon my word, that you shall to-morrow

hear a good account of any man who may have

entered this house under the circumstances you

state. My o^vn sword shall punish the villain,

if he has indeed come to make traitors among

you."

The mihtary obeyed, though not until some

altercation passed among themselves, and they

had uttered an abundance of oaths and impreca-

tions against all spies and traitors.

When Sandoval saw there was no further

danger to be apprehended from them, he re-

entered the room, shut the balcony, and pro-

ceeded towards the chamber-door to call for a

light ; but as he groped about to find it, he felt

two hands oppose themselves to his breast, of-

fering a more strenuoiis resistance as he tried



92 SANDOVAL ; OK,

to move on : " Keep off your hands, sirrah !"

cried Sandoval, endeavouring to force his way.

" I can tell, and you too can hear my story

quite as well in the dark," said the stranger,

keeping his ground firmly.

" Zounds ! but I will not hear it without

reading it too in your eyes," returned Sandoval,

with another push, by which he succeeded in

reaching the bolt.

" Well !" said the stranger, " if it must be,

let tlie light come," and he was heard to move

to another part of the room. Sandoval then

called for a light, and continued at the door, to

prevent the man's escape, until the terrified host-

ess had brought him what he sought. He then

bolted the door again, and advanced towards

the middle of the room, holding the taper in one

hand, and his unsheathed sword in the other.

The stranger moved on towards the darkest

corner, and Sandoval, who followed his steps,

stretched out the arm in which he held the light,

and saw by its reflection, to his no small sur-
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prise, the stranger with whom he had that very

morning had an interview, standing in an erect

posture against the wall, muffled up in his cloak

as before. " How now, villain,"" exclaimed he,

*' what other traitor's message have you been

entrusted with ?"

" Nothing that concerns you,"" replied the

stranger calmly.

" Have you brought also to our sergeants

some love-tokens, or rather some pledge of your

own \'ill:any, to urge them to deeds of treason

and perjury ?" enquired Sandoval, in a tone of

bitter reproach.

" No," answered the stranger, in the same

sarcastic manner ;
•' men are not all love-sick,

though few are* not money-sick. I therefore

brought them that which I knew they would

like, and to which they would yield, and I make

no secret of it ; because I am of opinion, that

no means are illegal or dishonest which are in-

tended to bring men back to their duty."

" To their duty !" repeated Sandoval, " say

to their eternal disgrace. The man who accepts
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a bribe, and he who offers it, are equally unprin-

cipled and equally dishonest. The one gives

gold, because he has no better arguments to

offer, and the other accepts it, because he wants

virtuous firmness to withstand temptation. Both

are villains conspiring together for guilty pur-

poses; both are traitors uniting their meditated

treachery to stab some innocent victim to the

heart ; both are the contemp'ible slaves of base

and mercenary passions."

" Be it so," said ihe stranger, " but villainy

and treachery, when used for good purposes,

become commendable virtues; and I do boast

myself a villain and a traitor in that sense of the

words."

" Then," cried Sandoval, bursting with pas-

sion, and raising the hand in which he held his

sword, " by the country I serve ! I'll send thee

to hell, where thou may'st find proselytes to thy

infernal doctrines."

" Strike -f" cried the stranger, throwing aside

his cloak, which till then had concealed his per-

son and his features.
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Sandoval started back, and the sword drop-

ped from his hand.

" Strike," continued the other, " and hve to

boast that you sacrificed your brother to your

Jacobinical principles."

"God ofmercy !" exclaimed Sandoval, throw-

ing himself on a chair, and resting his head on

his hand, " why has a life, so often on the brink

of death, been spared me to %vitness this accursed

moment ? Why do I live to see a brother—and

he too the only one I have, for whom I would

have given the very light of my eyes, the last

drop of blood in my veins—thus lost to honour

and to virtue, an agent of despotism, the spy of

villains, and himself a traitor to his country I
—

Great God ! what will our father do when he

learns this.'* Oh heavens! crush me now, and

spare me the sight of that venerable parent,

who gave us life, dying of a broken heart, and

cursing the brother 1 love, in spite of his in-

famy !"

" CaHsto !"" said his brother, moved at his

distress, " I am not the villain you suppose. If
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my conscience directs me to follow a path dif-

ferent from the one you have chosen, still are my

motives pure and patriotic, still our country's

welfare is all I have in view. I demand nothing

for my services,—I expect nothing for thern,

—

I betray no oath, for I have taken none,

—

I . . .

"

« Hold !" interrupted Calisto. " The army

in which you served was the first to take their

oaths to the Constitu.tion, and that in the very

sanctuary of our independence, and where the

structure of our liberties was raised."

" True," replied his brother, " but I was not

then present, nor have I since pledged myself to

the support of aught but our God, our king, and

his unshackled power. For these I have risked

m_y life, and for these I will yet shed my

blood."

" For our king have I done both," cried San-

doval, "and from him we had a different re-

coinpense to hope. Disgraceful treaties,* false

• This refers to that infamous treaty, conchided by Fer-

dinand with Napoleon, on the 11th of December, 1813, by
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promises, treacherous conduct, and base deeds,

are neither the rewards nor the inducements

which ought to bind the lover of his country to

the despot Avho wishes to rule, even to the injury

of her best interests. But," added he, in a hur-

ried manner, " ^s"ere I certain that a scaffold

awaited my efforts, they should not be wanted,

Avhile a pulse beat within my bosom."

" Fortunately for Spain,^' cried his brother,

" the souls of all your boasted patriots have not

received from nature, that degree of unbending

temper w'hich I admire in yours, but neverthe-

ess cannot approve. Among them I have found

many who would not yield to intimidation ; but

who could not resist gold, and the hope of pro-

motion. Those men, you will say, are truly

contemptible, perhaps as much as those who

which be pledged himself, on reaching the Spanish soil,

to withdraw from the alliance of the other monarchs, and

particularly from that of Great Britain, whom he was to

compel to quit the posts her army occupied in the Pyren-

iic-es, &c. &c., which treat\% being presented to t L.rtes

by the Duke of San Carlos, was sent back unanswered,

without finding a single voice to advocate its adoption.

VOL. I. F
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yield to fear. For my part, I despise them both

as much as yourself; but they will be useful,

and I am reconciled to live with them on terms

of amity, until the moment arrives when there

will be no further occasion for their services,

and then we shall gladly lay them aside for eve;."

" Fermin !" cried Cahsto, "you have lost all

principle, or else those accursed notions which

you imbibed from the monks who educated you,

have vitiated a mind naturally just and vigorous,

and made cold to every generous impulse a

heart once capable of virtuous and magnanimous

feelings. Yet you tell me you are disinterested,

and I myself will say I have always found you

so; but why mislead others with promises that

can never be fulfilled .? Why advocate a system

of corruption, from which you derive no advan-

tage ? Am I to believe that you expect no

honours, no recompense of any sort, for the sacri-

fice of the half of our patrimony, to which you

are entitled under the government of the Cortes,

but which, under that of a despotic king, you

forfeit to me as the head of the family ?""
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" Recompenses were made for those degraded

souls only, whose thirst for earthly advantages

outweighs a sense of duty," answered Fermin

;

" but, with me, the consciousness of acting up to

the precepts of our holy religion, is more than

all the world can give. It is the good of my

soul only that I am anxious to ensure ; the rest

I despise, and willingly abandon it to the slaves

of the devil and the flesh."

" You are a fanatic!" said Calisto, " and thus

alone can I account for the absurd contradictions

which your conduct involves. You would not

hesitate to commit a bad action, nay, an atrocious

crime, if you imagined it might redound to the

honour of what you call religion. That is the

accursed principle of the Jesuits ; and had you

been brought up a monk, instead of a soldier,

you would surpass in barbarous cruelty the

savage Torrequemada and his seven minions.

—

But leaving this aside, tell me now, with your

wonted sincerity, has Gabriela too suffered her-

self to be seduced by your arguments ? Did she

really request that I should forswear myself, or

F 2
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forfeit her love? Answer me candidly. Do not

unnecessarily torture a heart, already too much

bruised by these repeated blows.""

" Did I still liarbour the hope, that by such

a deception I could gain 3'ou over to your king,"

replied he, after a long pause, during which a

look of sadness overspread his countenance, *' I

Avould say, yes ; but as my stratagem has failed,

and hope is flown, I think it a duty to tell you

the whole truth. That portrait was taken from

Gabriela"'s bosom by her mother, when she lay

asleep, and it was forwarded to me for the pur-

pose of forcing you into the right cause. As for

Gabricla's love for you, it is unabated. It is,

indeed, a flame as unquenchable as that which

burns in your own bosom for that phantom of

liberty, which you se«k in vain ; and I know for

certain, had you fallen into our snares, she would

hseve hated you as cordially as she now loves

you ; and then .... but, God's will be done !"

" Now, Heaven be blessed !" exclaimed San-

doval, his eyes glistening with tears, " these are

the only words yet uttered by you, in which I
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find some of that fraternal affection with which

you used once to cheer up my drooping hopes.

Oh, Fermin ! why will you not be yourself

again ? Why will you not be a worthy brother,

a dutiful son, a true patriot ? Come, my yet

beloved brother, give me your'hand in pledge of

our mutual reconciliation. Let us straighten the

bonds of blood, by those of honour and patriot-

ism.'''

Fermin could not resist this touching appeal.

His first impulse was to grasp his brother''s hand,

which he shook with apparent emotion; and

Calisto, sure of having now triumphed over his

prejudices, extended his arms in rapture to throw

them around his brother's neck ; but Fermin

stept back,—" Hold, hold," cried he, " I am

not yet a liberal—I will not be one—I will never

be my sovereign's foe. Much as I love you,

deeply as I venerate our father, I will never

betray my king, our God"'s vicegerent on earth.

—No, I cannot.—Adieu, adieu !" added he, and

with the rapidity of a startled stag, rushed to the

door, unbolted it, and fled ! whilst Sandoval re-
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mained riveted to the spot, following his bro-

ther's motions with his eyes, and able only to

ejaculate, while he panted for breath, " Stay,

stay, for God's sake stay."

But Fermin was far beyond hearing.

I
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CHAPTER V.

My resolution's plac'd, and I have nothing

Of woman in me ; now from head to foot

I am marble constant ; now the fleeting moon

Xo planet is of mine.

Shakspeare.

Some time elapsed before Sandoval began to

recover from the distress into which his brother's

sudden flight had thrown him. The generosity

of his character, and the warmth of his affections

had prompted him to seek a reconciliation, though

he felt convinced that he had justice on his side;

but his brother, who never allowed his feelings

to interfere with his resolutions, and who wa,

equally persuaded of the justice of his cause,

had disappointed his hopes, and wounded his

heart deeply. His sorrow then gradually gave

place to a feeling of indignation, mingled with
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pity, which by keepinfr possession of his mind

during the whole of tlie night, harassed and

prevented him from closing his eyes.

On the following day he rose with the dawn,

resolved to seek his brother, and rnake an at-

tempt to reclaim him from a position which

appeared to him unnatural and disgraceful

;

but all his efforts to find him out were useless.

His feelings on this subject, however, soon

gave way to others of a more general nature.

The important events by which Spain was at

tl>at moment convulsed, succeeded each other

with a rapidity which kept the minds, both of

the people and the military, in a state of con-

stant fermentation. Every hour things were

assuming a more unfavourable aspect for the

liberal party. Even in the third armv, which

was one of those most favourably disposed for

the Constitution, con'uption was gaining ground,

and the secret agents of Abisbal were hourly-

making new proselytes. At Pamplona they had

so effectually laboured, that those who were in-

trusted with the ammunitions and warlike stores
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of the third army, and to whom superior orders

had been sent to forward them to head-quarters,

evenly refused to do so. On the other har.d,

tlie fourth army, commanded by General Freyre,

whose head-quarters were at Tarbes, did not

display much trust-worthiness, though the Gene-

ral-in- chief, the staff, and many officers were

ready to act in concert with those of the third

;

but the prevalent opinion that General Morillo,

who commanded one of the divisions of the

fourth, and who was stationed at St. Jean de

Luz, was hostile to the Constitutional system,

occasioned a distrust, which obliged the third

army to keep a respectable force on the Bidasoa,

to prevent a surprise from his troops. Mina's

division, which also formed part of the fourth

army, were not in open relation with the third,

nor were there proofs wanting that many officers

in it inclined to favour the king's pretensions.

Affairs were in this inauspicious state, when

news of the king's entry into the capital, and

of the total overthrow of the Constitution, reached

head-quarters. The joy and exultation of thv

F 3
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servile party were equalled only by the rage and

despair of their opponents, whose passions, now-

roused to the highest pitch, soon compelled their

antagonists to moderate their extravagant de-

monstrations of satisfaction, and confine them

to their own circles. The meetings among the

officers of the liberal party were now more

frequent than ever. Their numbers, indeed,

were daily diminishing ; but those who were

true to their cause, seemed to gain fresh vigour

by the new disasters which befell their party.

Plans were traced out by them to arrest the

progress of the evils which threatened to lay

the country in ruins. Proclamations were

printed, and orders to their comrades issued

in every direction. Their object now was to

muster as many resolute men as they could,

and march through Biscay and Asturias, to unite

themselves with the army of General Lacy,

who was then in Galicia, taking active steps to

oppose himself to the establishment of absolute

power. This plan, though not officially sanc-

tioned by Anglona, received his consent; but
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its execution was retarded by various causes

one among which was the expected visit of

Lord Wellington

Meantime, however, their opponents were

not idle. The deep laid intrigues of Abisbal

had succeeded, not only in rendering abortive

the steps taken by some of the liberal officers

of an advanced division of the third army, com-

manded by General Barrutel, who had agreed

to act in concert with those at head-quarters,

but in persuading the majority of that division

to declare for the absolute king. On that

occasion a meeting had been convoked, in which

General Barrutel and his friends, profiting by

the surprise produced by the king's triumphant

aitry into Madrid, resolved to send an officer

to the capital, for the purpose of congratulating

his majesty on his happy restoration to the

absolute throne of his ancestors. This was done

in the name of the whole division, and without

the concurrence of the General-in-chief, nor,

indeed, of any other general, or body of troops.

Not satisfied with thus acting against all military
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subordination, by the adoption of measures so>"

prejudicial to the honour of the rest of the army,

they laboured incessantly to pervert the good

feeling which existed in the other divisions

stationed in the neighbouring villages, and

conspired in every possible way to stifle the

just indignation manifested by the majority.

These various circumstances, united to the

melancholy news which every instant poured

in from the other provinces, where the clergy

—

the inveterate enemies of all sakitary reforms,

—

were constantly sowing the mo»t pernicious

doctrines, and blackening the character of the

liberals, threw a damp on the minds of even

the most active patriots, and reduced their

numbers still lower. Thus the arena was now

occupied only by a few dauntless spirits, and

free-born souls, who, spurning the threats of

their enemies, were of opinion that a successful

attempt might yet be made to redeem their

country from disgrace ; but the Prince of

Anorjona, who apprehended a failure, or con-

sidered their number too inconsiderable to offer
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any effectual resistance to the torrent that

threatened to hurl everything before it, called

them around him, for the purpose of representing

the evil consequences which he feared might

result from the undertaking.

Among the band of fearless patriots was our

hero, whose ardent mind had endured indescrib-

able torments during the last two or three days;

while he contemplated the weakness of some,

the corruption of many, and the indifference or

apathy of the rest. His efforts to keep up

among all his comrades the flame of patriotism,

which he saw gradually dying away, had been

unremitting. Night and day he had passed in

strengthening the opinions of those Avho ap-

peared wavering or undecided. He had threat-

ened and implored, flattered and reproached

those who had been weak enough to yield to the

suggestions of their enemies, who, in order to

succeed better in making proselytes among the

liberals, reported that it was in realitv tlie inten-

tion of the king to call the ancient Cortes to-

gether—give to the government a representative
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form—establish the liberty of the press, 8ec. &c.,

as specified in the decree of the 4lh of May.

All, in a word, that a man could do to bring-

back to their duty those who had abandoned it,

had been tried by Sandoval. These constant

struggles had impressed on his countenance a

deep feeling of anxiety, which was immediately

remarked by the Prince of Anglona, when our

hero, with his other comrades, attended the meet-

ing which had been convoked at the Prince's

quarters. " My young friend," said the Prince

to him in the kindest tone, and taking liis hand,

" I fear you have suffered much of late, and

what is still worse than all, that your patriotic

exertions will be of little avail. Every town in

Spain, with the exception of Cadiz, which for-

mally refuses to acknowledge tbe authority of

the king, but wliich, however, cannot hold out

long, and one or two more in GaHcia, where

Lacy keeps up, by incredible exertions, the

spirit of the military, have now submitted to' the

views of Ferdinand. In this state of affairs it

would be madness to imagine that, with the
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disunion which exists in our army, witliout men

or money, we could successfully oppose our

feeble efforts to those of our powerful enemies,

who are in possession of everything we stand in

need of, and who, moreover, have on their side

a lawless mob, who, headed by daring and fana-

tical friars, keep the peaceable inhabitants in

constant alarm, and prevent them from giving a

free expression to'their opinions."

" Then," cried Sandoval dejectedly, "your

Excellency also abandons the cause of the

nation, and we must yield without a struggle,

perhaps be sacrificed by that monster of ingra^

titude !"

" I fear our interference would only hasten

our fall," said the Prince; "but to prove that I

am not willing to yield as long as the remotest

hope exists of support from our companions in

arms of the fourth army, I shall request you

immediately to set off for Tarbes, to ascertain

from the General-in-chief how far we may rely

on their co-operation.'"

Sandoval bowed, and withdrew ; and a few
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minutes afterwards, lie was seen winding his

way towards the summit of the first hill, on the

other side of the Bidasoa ; and Roque, who

never failed to accompany his master on his

journeys, following at a little distance on his

ambling French nag. Presently, however, he

made up to his master, who, he thought, stood

in need of some of his chat, to drive away the

melancholv which seemed to prey on his mind.

" This is a fine hilly country," said he, as he

came up with him, "-but the people here say,

that witches and elves are seen at twilight,

gamboling on the mountain tops, and playing all

sorts of unnatural pranks.""

" What do you call unnatural pranks.'*" en-

quired Sandoval.

" Why, I mean using their heads instead of

their feet for dancing, and whirling in the air

like as many fireworks. I have heard a French-

man of St. Jean de Luz say, that some nights

after Soult's posts on these heights were carried

by the united armies, a grand carol was held on

the place by a numerous assemblage of moun-
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tain spirits. This happened just at mid-night,

and, as on that month, and at that hour, all was

darkness, the effect was very grand, as the

Frenchman said. First of all, noises like the

grunting of pigs were heard, proceeding from

the bowels of the earth, and these were answered

by others resembling the screeching of owls

overhead. All of a sudden, various explosions

followed those noises, and the surface of the

different hills presented the wavering tops of

lights gradually issuing from each ; when pre-

sently out popped a number of witches, holding

in their hands lighted torches, the flame of

which, reflecting on the sky, showed a multitude

of black spirits capering in the air with uncom-

mon sprightliness, and astonishing rapidity of

motion ; or, as the Frenchman said, ' avec heau-

coiip de grace et de Uglreie: After various

dances, in which the hags and the elves mixed

promiscuously to the sound of their own horrid

screams, a loud rumbling noise suddenly stopped

their whirling motions. The hajjs now uttered

their malignant cry of ' ah, ah, ah,' and the elves

of ' hih, hih, hib,' and immediately appeared a
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troop of giant-like black-winged spirits, resem-

bling devils, with twisted horns, long tails, and

cloven feet, holding skulls in their hands filled

with blood, which they quaffed off to the health

of Napoleon, while wolves, bears, and wild

boars danced around them, and owls, vultures,

and vampyres hovered over their heads. Sud-

denly a clap of thunder was heard, and the whole

hellish crew disappeared, leaving notliing be-

hind, but a thick cloud of smoke strongly im-

pregnated with sulphur !"

" A fine tale that, my friend Roque," said

Sandoval, " and you, like a simpleton, believe

it, no doubt ?" *

*' I own," replied Roque, very gravely, " that

I don't see how it is possible not to believe it

;

you recollect the numerous desertions that hap-

pened among the English soldiers at that time ?*

• This is a fact; several desertions took place at the

moment alluded to, and had it not been for the severity used

against those who were taken in the act of deserting, they

would have been much more numerous, those superstitious

notions being then very prevalent among the uninformed

soldiery.
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Well ! how do you account for that, unless, as

it was then believed by ail, you allow that there

are spirits who practised their cunning arts on

those poor fellows—obliging them to desert to

their enemies ? Is it likely, think ye, that

Englishmen would ever have passed over to the

French, without some supernatural cause to com-

pel them ? If you think so, why you may as

well believe, that Englishmen prefer water to

wine ; and the one is as likely as the other."

" Rut how did it come to pass," enquired his

master, " that those desertions ceased altogether

when a few, convicted of making the attempt,

were shot, by way of example to the others ?

Was the fear of being shot stronger than all the

cunning arts of your mountain spirits ?"

« That I can't tell,'* answered Roque ;
" pos-

sibly the shame of dying like deserters might

have called forth all their resolution to with-

stand these witcheries ; but certain it is, that

those who deserted must have been bewitched.*^

" And why did not those witches entice you,

or any other Spaniard, over to the enemy ?"
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" Why, because they are French witches,

naturally fond of their countrymen, and knew

we could not serve them in any but one way

—

that was by stirring their hearts with the stiletto;

and by the god Bacchus ! had I been prevailed

upon by them to pass over, I think I should

have asked of the French a good account for

burning our village-house, and murdering our

relations and friends."

" They are very considerate witches then,"

cried Sandoval. " But do you see some men

on the right hand, concealing themselves behind

a thicket ?"

" I do," answered Roque, " and if my eyes

deceive me not, they are Spanish officers."

" Let us make to them," said Sandoval,

putting spurs to his horse, in which he was

imitated by Roque. As they approaches!, one

of them stept out and challenged them. At

Sandoval's answer of "an officer of die third

anny," the rest of his companions came forwai'd.

They all proved to be officers belonging to

Moriilo's division, who informed our hero of
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their intention to join Anglona's army, in order

to avoid the danger to which all liberals in

Morillo's division- were now exposed, as the

worst feeling existed throughout it. This in-

formation did not fail to increase Sandoval's

anxiety and his speed to reach Freyre's head-

quarters, which he did on the following day,

having allowed himself only a few hours' rest

during his two days' journey.

On entering the house where the General-in-

chief was quartered, he found a large concourse

of officers, dressed en grande ienne, ready to sit

down to a banquet, which was to be honoured

by the presence of the Generalissimo, Lord

Wellington, who had that day arrived from

Toulouse, and who immediately after was to

proceed post to Madrid. After the usual in-

troductions, congratulations on the glorious ter-

mination of the war, and lamentations on the

unfortunate events then passing in Spain, San-

doval was invited to take his seat among the

officers of the staff. At the head of the table

sat General Freyre, with his illustrious guest on
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his right hand, and surrounded by those supe-

rior officers of his army who were then at head-

quarters. The dinner was as became the occa-

sion, sumptuous and dehcately dressed, several

French cooks having exerted their united talents

to%how, that if Frenchmen were not always in-

vincible in the art of war, they defied all the

world to beat them in the culinary sciences.

The conversation very naturally turned upon

the affairs of Spain, and as the wine circulated,

men's heads became heated, and their tongues

more firee. The conduct of King Ferdinand

was generally reprobated, his counsellors de-

nounced as traitors, and he himself as a despot

and a tyrant. Sandoval painted in energetic

colours the state to which all the patriots were

likely to be reduced, if no vigorous steps were

taken by them to compel the king and the ser-

vile faction to adopt a wiser line of conduct

and concluded his discourse by putting the fol

lowing question to the Generahssimo,—" My
Lord, what conduct would your Excellency

adopt in a similai' situation
?''"'
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" My functions of General-in-chief of the

Spanish armies," said his Lordship, " will soon

terminate, consequently it is not for me to in-

terfere in the internal aifairs of the Peninsula

;

but as an Englishman I must ever love the

cause of freedom, and were I placed in a similar

situation, the conduct I should adopt is not at

all doubtful."*

This reply, which though cautiously worded,

was decidedly flattering to their feelings, was

greatly applauded by all the guests, none of

whom could now doubt that his Lordship conti-

nued still as favourable to the constitutional cause

as he had been previous to the king''s return.-f-

* These are as nearly as possible the words used by the

noble Duke on the above occasion, the author having

heard them from several of the officers who were present

at that banquet.

t Many persons then imagined, and many still think,

that his Grace took some share in the events of May, 1814;

but this is a gratuitous assertion, resting on mere conjec-

ture. That he should have acted iu concert with Ferdi-

jiand seems not only improbable, but impossible. The

treaty which this detestable and ungrateful tyrant had

just concluded with Napoleon, in which he bound himself
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After various patriotic toats and sentiments the

party broke up, and Sandoval, taking leave of

the General-in-chief and his friends, immediately

set off for Iran, having ascertained by this

journey, that Freyre, like Anglona, Avas wilHng

to act in favour of the Constitution, but was

quite as isolated and helpless

Sandoval reached Irun on the same day that

Lord Wellington was to review the third army.

All the troops were formed on the road to Oyar-

zun, and presented a somewhat less tattered ap-

pearance than they had done on previous occa-

sions, when the events of the war, and the

want of funds, left them almost in a state of

nudity. After the various customary evolutions

liad been performed. Lord Wellington called

around him all the officers of the staff, chiefs of

battalions, captains, &c. and having highly

eulogized the bravery and good conduct of all

during the war, which had now so gloriously

to declare war against England, &c. being the best evi-

dence of the total fallacy and absurdity of such sus-

picions.
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terminated, and particularly during the time

they had been under his immediate orders, he

touched upon iht step taken by General Barru-

tel, which he condenmed in the strongest and

most unequivocal terms, considering it as a

breach of military subordination, unjustifiable

under any circumstances. He then exhorted

them all to stifle whatever resentment might still

exist in consequence of any difference of politi-

tical opinions, and recommended to them union

and fraternity as virtues essentially requisite

among military men. To the Prince of An-

glona, who requested his Lordship's mediation

at court, that a veil might be drawn over all the

occurrences which had taken place in his army,

and that none of the officers should ever after

be molested for having expressed their senti-

ments in an open manner, Lord Wellington

promised to use all his influence in their behalf,

assuring him, that as he himselfdid not attach any

criminality to their conduct, his efforts should

be unremitting, till he had obtained from the king

VOL. I. G
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a promise that no proceedings whatever should

be instituted against them.* His Lordship then

took his leave of the army, wishing them all

happiness and prosperity, and the troops replied

by hearty cheers of Viva nuestro General-

isimo ! Viva el Lord Wellington ! Viva el de-

fensor de nuestros derechos .'"•{-

After the review, the officers were seen re-

turning to their respective quarters in small

bodies, some walking or riding silently on, with

dejected looks, and slow steps; and others, on

the contrary, tripping on lightly, with triumpii-

ant air, in loud and animated converse, occa-

sionally interrupted by bursts of laughter. The

contrast showed that the former were liberals,

and the latter serviles ; for things had now come

to that pass, when those who might, a few days

• This promise his Grace the Duke of Wellington ob-

tained from Ferdinand, and strange to say, this despot

king kept it, though with some tiifling exceptions.

t Long live our Generalissimo ! Long hve Lord Wel-

lington ! Long live the defender of our rights !
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before, have been the arbiters of the nation's

destiny, were noiv reduced to the humiliating

necessity of soliciting the mediation of a foreign

general !
—" Only a little resolution in one of

these inert men at the head of an army, and

Spain preserves her honour undefiled, and raises

herself to the station she ought to hold—the

first nation of Continenta Europe," muttered

Sandoval to himself, biting his lips with a feel-

ing of mortification :
— *' but, no," he added,

" Spain has nothing to expect from men -who

- may all be classed either as fools or as traitors."

" Captain !" cried a thin squeaking voice be-

hind him, proceeding from a person who is, or

ought to be, known to my readers, " though

the scales are much turned since we last met,

and that I have particular reasons for being

displeased with you, I pardon you freely, and,

moreover, offer you my protection at court,

whither I set off this moment, called by our au*

gust sovereign to receive the reward due to ray

eminent services."

g2
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" Your eminent services !" exclaimed Sando-

val, " pray. General, enumerate them to me, for

I'll be shot if I know them."

*' What, Sir, do you mean to insinuate that

I have not done my duty to our sovereign as our

ordinances prescribe ?" asked GeneralRodriguez,

a little disturbed by Sandoval's question.

" God forbid I should ever utter such a blas-

phemy r cried Sandoval ;
" but I am a little puz-

zled to discover how your services have become

eminent. Pray, is it because you have never been

once during the whole campaign in a field of

battle .'' or is it because you were always to be

found in the rear of the army whenever danger

pressed in front, and at the head of it when the

rear stood in peril ?"

" Ay ! but you forget that I was subject to

a fever whenever a battle was to be fought,"

said the Quarter-Master -General, " and this

simply because I worked up my courage to that

degree of excitement, that it invariably brought

on shiverings. This, too, was my reason for
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accepting my pi-esent post of Quarter-Master-

General, which obliged me to keep in the rear.

Besides, mere courge is not worth a groat—that

is a gift which almost every brute possesses ; it

is understanding, a knowledge of the ordinances,

and above all, obedience, whicii are most re-

quisite."

" And I should add prudence, of which few

have a greater share than yourself,'' said San-

doval, ironically, but which the General inter-

preted literally ;
" it is this essential quality

which has rendered you so celebrated among uSj

and for which it is just the legitimate govern-

ment should recompense you. Well, Sir, re-

ceive my congratulations,.for I make no doubt

you will become the favorite of our Lord and

^Master, the King."

" Reckon upon my protection," said the ah-

cient chief, quite pleased at Sandoval's eulogy,

and no less so at the prospect he held out of the

probability of becoming his master's favorite-

** If you v/ere to be a little more attentive to

our ordinance-book," added he, " I could ahiiost
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promise you a step above your own; but we

must see when we are at court what we can do

for you."

" Many thanks and a pleasant journey to

you/"' said Sandoval, bowing his head so low

that it nearly touched his horse's neck; after

which he rode oft* to avoid the grape-shot of ar-

ticles, chapters, and books, from the military

ordinances, which the General never failed to

fire off' against every individual who came within

his reach.
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CHAPTER VI.

AU is still,

But the lattice that flaps when the wind is shrill-

Though raves the gust, and floods the rain,

No hand shall close its clasp again.

On desert sands 'twere joy to scan

The rudest steps of fellow man ;

So here the very voice of Grief

Might wake an Echo like relief.

Lord Btrom.

The time for the dissolution of the army

was now fast approaching. It was not to be ex-

pected that the servile faction, which now held

the reins of government, would allow a power,

which had shewn itself hostile to the establish-

ment of their favourite system, to exist long.

Orders, therefore, were issued to the General-in-

chief a short time after the troops took their

departure from the. frontiers to the interior, to
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license his troops, and most of the officers.

These orders, which were received at Siguenza,

where the head-quarters of the army happened

then to be, were hailed with equal pleasure,

both by liberals and serviles. The desire of

returning to their homes, after so many years

absence and danger, \\'as as strong with one

party as with the other. Both had their parents,

relations, and friends to embrace, and many

among both, perhaps, were influenced by still

dearer and more tender ties.

Among these last was our hero, who rejoiced

at quitting the army, both because, by being-

free from military shackles, he should be better

able to reahze those plans of happiness, so long

and fondly cherished by him,—his union w'ith

the beloved idol of liis heart,—and because he

expected to find more opportunities of effec-

tually serving his country by quitting, than

by continuing in a service, which might compel

him to act contrary to his sense of justice and

utility, and to comply with the commands of

despotism and tyranny. Accordingly, when
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fce took leave of his Generals, though laoth of-

fered to use at court their own influence, and

that of their friernls, to obtain the promotion

due to his services, if he would but continue

in the army, he declined availing himself of

their kind offers, declaring himself to be per-

fectly satisfied with the consciousness of having

done his duty, and with carrying with him their

esteem and good wishes.

Having now taken an affectionate leave of

his comrades and friends, Sandoval took the

road to Logrono, his native town, whither he

not only expected to find his beloved Gabriela,

but also his father, who in his last letter from

Madrid had informetl him of his intention to

repair thither. Of course, our friend Roque

was not left behind on this important occasion.

Indeed, he had sworn to live and die with his

master, and being too much of a Castilian ever

to forget his word, he would much sooner have

hanged himself tlian remained behind, even if

requested to do so. Besides he had a notion,

that he was invaluable to his master, not

G 3
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because he considered himself more clever than

any of his acquaintances, but because his an-

cestors, having served in Sandoval's family

during some generations, he thought his master

derived as much pride from this as himself, and

that it would be as great an infamy for him to

live with another master, as for his master to put

up with the attentions of another servant.

" Mi capitan," cried he as they rode silently

over the wide and sterile Sierras* which run

through the greatest part of Lower Castile on

the confines of Arragon and Navarre, " what

makes you so silent and moody? Are you sorry

to return to the house of your fathers ?"

" Alas, Roque !"" said his master with a sigh,

'' you would not have me gay, when you re-

member, that I shall find there only one, though

when I parted I left two ? My poor mother,

she who loved me so tenderly, is no more ! In

vain now shall my eyes search for her in those

places where I used to see her smile on me,

• Chains of Mountains.
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and where she has so often folded me in her

arms. Do you recollect, how eagerly, after a few

days absence, she used to run down to the gate

the instant she caught a glance of me, and with

what transports she would embrace me as I

alighted from my horse ? Ah Roque ! what

would I not give to receive, after an absence

like this, one more of those embraces !—my life,

my life!"

" For the holy Virgin's sake ! Sir," cried

Roque, dashing a tear from his cheek with the

back of his hand, " do not talk so, or you'll

make a child of me. Don't I too recollect, as

well as yourself, the many times when her

ladyship, (may her soul rest with God), with

her own white hands, as white as a curd, used

to cut and present me with a good large slice

of cecinaJ* or an Estremadura sausage, or may-

be a nice piece of foreign cheese, because, as she

was pleased to say, she liked to see Roque

participate in the good things of this world "^

* A sort of salt beef, which is hung in the kitchens

until it becomes dry, and which is really a delicate

morceau.
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God bless her I—Ay, well do I remember that,

and a good many other things, and never shall

I forget them, while I live ; but, Sir, it was the

will of God to call her to himself, (curse all the

French of this and the world to come who were

the cause of it,) yet let us hope we shall meet

her in a better place."

" True, friend Roque, it was the will of

God," replied his master; " but thoughts like

these will sometimes intrude on our minds, and

make us melancholy.—But changing to another

subject,—what do you think of Dona Ga-

briela.'' Would you say she was still attached

to me ?"

" Would I .''"' said Roque, casting his head

on one side knowingly, " I wish to God I could

say as much of that little jade Rosa, who though

she snorted like a high mettled horse, and wept

and tore her hair when I left her, I suspect,

there was more noise than nuts,* in all her de-

monstrations. Zounds ! if she has forgotten

* A Spanish proverb

—

Mas es el ruido que las nueces,

corresponding to the old English one of " Like shearing

hogs, a great cry and little wool."
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rae, it will not be my fault ; for I have, more

than once, recommended several of my acquaint-

ances to dance with her, and trip* her for me,

as often as I used to do, which she cannot fail

rememl^ering well ; for once she got a lump on

the back of her head as large as my fist, which

I rather think she never got rid of."

" Whv, man, was that not throwing tempta-

tion in her way, or, in other words, recommend-

ing her to the devil ? Indeed, the only wonder

would be if you were to find her true; not-

withstanding your endeavours to make her

false."

" Ay, ay," cried Roque, " doubtless you

imacnne such a trick as that would be as cur-

rent a coin with our class, as it is w ith yours

;

but I should like to see the gallant, who having

been entrusted with such a commission, would

dare play false -vrith me, or any one else. By

the holy Mar}- ! I should not ask leave of the

* This tripping up of the fair dancw's heeb, is con-

sidered a piece of gallantry among the peasants of Caitile,

and the oftener the lady is brought to the ground, the more

gallant the lover is thought.
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alcade to cudgel the knave's brains out, and

break his marrow-bones for him, I promise

you."

" Then/' said his master, " I fear you will

have some work on your hands on our arrival,

and maybe with more than one of your honest

folks.''

" Never fear that. Sir," cried Roque, *' but

if I find the jade has forsaken me for any one

else, I'll call her to a reckoning. By heavens !

not a bead will I leave on her neck, nor a

ribbon on her head. The silver shoe-biickles

I gave her, which were the envy of all her

friends, and which cost me no less than one

dollar, six reals, and twenty maravedis, she

shall sport no more ; nor the beautiful silver^

gilt locket with the Virgin Mary on one side,

and the bleeding heart, pierced with two arrows

on the other, tied to a silver chain, the whole of

which cost me twenty-five reals; nay, I will

not even leave her the consolation of showing

on her fingers the two silver rings she was so

proud of, one of which had on it no less than



THE FREEMASON. 135

fifteen beautiful coloured imitation stones, and

the other a real cameo, cut in glass.—And what

do you think I bring her now frota France?"

" I suppose some fine diamond ear-rings, or

some beautiful piece of lace, or else a well

wrought gold comb, or maybe a pearl neck-

lace," replied Sandoval.

" And maybe, you think, I could have

stolen that too ? Else where the deuce should

I have found money to buy diamonds, and

pearls, gold and lace ? I am sure I never saw

even the colour of them in France. It is true

1 saw there a great deal of gilt brass, and false

beads, many knick-knacks, not worth picking

up, and which all the gold of America could

not buy, if I were to believe what the French-

men who sold them said,—in a word, much tinsel

and little gold,—just such another stuff as goes

to the composition of the French themselves

—

But were you all the days of your life guessing

at it, you would not liit the mark—Well, then

ril tell you; it is four beautiful flat shells,

which I picked up near St. Jean de Luz, and

which I have made into a pair of castanets, the
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sound of which will drown half a dozen of the

common ones, and which I defy any man to

shew me the like."

" Upon my honour, Roque !" exclaimed his

master, '* I had no idea you had so much gal-

lantry and ingenuity."

" Let me alone for that," returned he,

" for though I am no Andalusian to brag about

my merits, were I to tell you the varioxis orna-

ments I made for the jade, you would) remain

crossing* yourself till to-morrow morning."

*' Then pray spare me their description," said

Sandoval, spurring his horse towards an emi-

nence on the right of the road, from which his

native city burst at once upon the sight. No

sooner had he reached the summit of this hill,

than, overcome by a thousand different emotions

with whicli the gay and animated sporis of his

boyhood inspired him, he pulled up his horse to

breathe awhile, and contemplate from it the rich

plain on which Logroiio stands, fertilized by the

* It is a common practice among certain classes of

people in Spain, to cross themselves when they hear any-

thing very surprising.
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meandering Ebro, and chequered with luxuriant

vineyards, ohve plantations, elegant villas, sur-

rounded by beautiful gardens, and picturesque

ruins, some of which, finely overrun with ivy,

form a delightful contrast to the erect and sym-

metrical towers and churches, which contribute

in no trivial degree to the adornment of the

scene by the varied architecture of their lofty

spires and belfries, and overlook a number of

well-built edifices. The old walls of the town

too, and the half-ruined bridge by which the

Ebro is crossed on the road to Vittoria, were

seen uninjured by the destructive hand of war.

Every object indeed exhibited the same ap-

pearance as when he had left the city, and natu-

rally brought to his mind a crowd of recollec-

tions, some pleasing and others melancholy

;

but those were always pure and bright, which

carried him back to the days of infancy—the

age of illusion or unalloyed happiness.

Roque, who, though a servant, had also the

gift of recollecting past pleasures, stood by his

master, ready to weep or laugh at the rcmem-
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brance of things now hui'ried into eternity, just

as the impulse was communicated to him by his

master, who, however, was so much absorbed in

his meditations, that neither tears nor smiles

were observable in his countenance. Keeping

his saddle in an erect ppsture, in his right hand

holding a telescope, which he pressed against

his thigh, and his eyes immovably fixed on the

scene below, he offered an excellent model for

the statue of a young hero, with his gallant,

manly, intelligent physiognomy to aid the effect

of his figure. " I hope he is not petrified,"

said Roque to himself, greatly tempted to

touch him, and then he added aloud, " Mi

capitan, are we to bivouac here to-night ; for if

so, I had better prepare our mess, and turn our

horses into the valley below."

Sandoval started as if from a dream, and

Jifter a long-drawn sigh, he silently led his

horse down the hill, and having reached the

high road to Logrouo, commenced a sharp trot,

which soon brought him into the city. The

agitation of his mind, and the wish to reach his
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paternal roof, made him hurry through the

streets without taking the least notice of the

numerous assemblage of fashionable ladies who

were repairing to the promenade in their white

lace veils, and their silk basguinas,'^ many of

whom cast their large dark eyes on him with a

kind of interest that indicated some previous

knowledge of the stranger.

At length he came within sight of his father's

house, and he felt his heart beat with so much

violence in his bosom, that he was obliged to

pause a few minutes to recover a little serenity.

Meantime, his anxious eyes were busily cm-

ployed in examining every part of its exterior.

There was in it no material change. The same

massive appearance about the principal door,

surmounted Vv'ith the family escutcheon, cut on

stone, was still discernible; the eight balconies

—the six grated windows below—were still the

same : even the twelve projecting spouts on the

edge of the roof were complete, and underneath

' A petticoat worn by Spanish ladies wheaever they go

out.
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were yet to be seen almost the same number of

swallows' nests. Yet one thing Sandoval ob-

served, which excited anxious forebodings in

his breast, both the balconies and the windows

were completely shut up ; and though it was

now the latter end of July, no white curtain

decked the exterior, as was the case with those

of the other houses. The principal door,

which led to the patio,* and to the great stair-

case, was also shut, and only a wicket of the

same door was half open.

" Hold my horse," cried Sandoval to Roque,

alighting with apparent emotion, " for I must

clear this mystery, and you wait here till I

return." He then walked towards the wicket,

pushed it open, and entered the court. As he

cast a glance around, he was surprised to see it

looking waste and desolate. Even the fountain

that decorated the centre was dried up, and

covered with dust and rubbish. Hastening,

* A court wliich is attached to the houses of most Spanish

gentlemen, and in the middle of which there is generally a

fountain.
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however, to the great staircase, he ran up, and

"vvas on the ]ioint of grasping the knocker of the

inner door wlien 'he heard a harsh voice issuing

from underneath one of the corridors, vociferat-

ing—" Eh, halt there ! What is your business

here ?"

Surprised at such an enquiry, Sandoval

turned his head towards the place from which

ihe voice issued, and observed in one corner of

the patio a ragged soldier with a cigar in his

mouth, carelessly reclining against the wall, and

supporting a musket with one hand. " Pray,

good friend," cried Sandoval, casting his eyes

around the place as if to be assured of the fact

;

" am I mistaken, or is not this Don Fabricio

Sandoval's house ?"

" Odd enough if it were so," answered the

soldier, puffing away at his cigar, and winking

sarcastically on our hero, " but good friend, let

me ask you two questions ; first, in what booth

or stable have we dined together to entitle me to

be your good friend ; and secondly, where did

you hear of a bird having a cage when he has
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flown away from it ? Not in our days, I am

sure."

Sandoval stared at the fellow, unable to un-

derstand either his impudence, or his jargon.

" Sirrah !" exclaimed he, " I'll break your bones

for you, though you be on duty, if you don't

answer my question intelligibly, and quickly."

" Why, as to quickly," returned the soldier

leisurely, " it was never my failing to do things

in a hurry ; and as to intelligibly, nothing can

be more clear,—if a bird flies away from his

cage, is the cage his, or his master's ? In the

same way, if a man chooses to fly from his

house, is the house his, or our lord the king's r"

" Zounds !" exclaimed Sandoval impatiently,

" trifle you with me ? Say instantly what has

become of Don Fabricio ?""

" I was not born a conjuror," returned the

soldier, in as indifferent a tone as ever, " he

may be hung for what I know or care.''

" Sirrah !" cried Sandoval angrily, " I'll

make you care, you rascal. See you this ?'"' un-

buttoning his surtout and shewing him his cap-
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tain's insignia. " You'll repent your insolence,

and that shortly too."

The soldier apparently little concerned at it,

approached to examine the buttons of Sandoval's

coat, and [then exclaimed,—" Ay, I see, you

belonged to the third army, and have been in

France. You must be purified before I can

fear your threats—and it is all very proper, by

Saint Francis ! for, as his holy disciples say,

who knows but you may have smuggled heresy

and impiety into Spain ?"

This was too much for Sandoval. To be

thus jeered by a ragged soldier in his own house,

and at such a conjuncture, when every second

to him was as precious as years might be to the

egotist, was more than he, or any one else could

have borne. " Hark ye, scoundrel I" cried he,

bursting with passion, " whether I be pure or

impure, that will not shield you from being shot

before a week elapses. Take my word for it,

ril have an example made of you, to teach others

the subordination due to their superiors."

As he spoke these words, several people's
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foot-steps were heard entering the patio. It

was a corporal and three soldiers, who came to

chano:e the centinel. Sandoval withdrew on

one side to allow the corporal to perform his

duty, and M^hen this was done, he enquired of

liim Avhy a centinel was posted there.

" Because," replied the corporal, " this is

Don Fabricio Sandoval's house, on which there

is a sequestration laid for being a traitor to the

king."

" A traitor !" exclaimed Sandoval indignantly,

" what do you mean. Sir, by a traitor ?"

" I mean one who is not a servile,"" replied

the corporal ;
" for now a-days £tll are traitors

who don't cry— ' Long live the King, our

Lord !^
"

" And what has become of Don Fabricio ?"

enquired Sandoval hastily.

" That is more than I can tell," returned tlie

corporal. " All I know for certain is, that

about a week ago he left Logrofio, and has not

been heard of since."

So saying he raised his hand to his cap, and
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withdrew with his men, leaving Sandoval pinned

to the spot, struggling with the most painful

feelings. His filial devotion and attachment,

at all times excessive, and now excited to the

highest state of alarm, painted in the most vivid

colours the sufferings and privations to which

the venerable old man might be exposed. After

all the sacrifices his father had made to restore

Ferdinand to the throne of his ancestors, so

pusillanimously abandoned by him, and after

his patriotic exertions to insure to his country a

less degrading system of government, by which

its welfare and prosperity might be established

on a lasting basis, even by the sacrifice of those

privileges of his class which he enjoyed, he was

entitled to another recompense than banishment

and spoliation, at least, so thought his son.

These and other reflections, which the present

scene excited, to a mind naturally fervid, could

not but be painful and distressing in the highest

degree. Unconscious of the centinel's presence,

he paced the patio with long strides, his arms

folded across his breast, now ejaculating broken

VOL. I. H
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exclamations of filial tenderness and affection,^

and now bursting into fits of passion, in which

vengeance was fervently invoked, and which

wasted itself in apostrophies and wrathful ex-

pressions.

While he was thus employed, Roque, who

had observed the soldiers going in and out, sus-

pected all was not right within, and consequently

got his head in at the wicket, and cried out to

his master—" Mi capitan, how do things stand

here, and where are the knaves of my old

master's servants, who do not hasten to open this

gate, and allow our horses to come in ? Am I to

be holding them here to all eternity ?"

" Where shall I find my unfortunate father ?"

ejaculated Sandoval, unheeding Roque's question,

and pacing the patio hurriedly, " or where shall

1 turn my steps ? Houseless and fatherless, where

shall I find happiness and consolation?—Alas ?"

exclaimed he, making a sudden pause, " this

was the very spot where I received the parting

kiss of her whom I shall see no more ! Well do

I remember the hour. How her tears moistened
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ray cheeks !—ah ! doubtless it was the presenti-

ment of what was to happen !^Yes, for never

does the heart thus bleed unconscious of its ap-

proaching doom! And here too,—dare I now

think of her ?—can I now think on plans of happi-

ness?—may I now hope that the soothing hand of

love will heal the wounds of fate and tyranny ?

—Gabriela ! this was the spot where you pledged

the vow I asked, and sealed it with a kiss,

—

here didst thou plight thy faith to me in truth

and sincerity—here, in this spot, didst thou fold

me to thy bosom, and amidst sighs and tears

swore by the holiest things in the creation, never

to forget me, never to be another"'s, but mine,

—

mine only.—How is it now .''—Has my absence

destroyed those recollections?— Do' st thou hold

that faith pledged to me, as lightly as the many

perjured traitors hold the oaths, taken at the

altar of their country?""—He paused a while,

and wiping his forehead, from which a cold sweat

ran, rushed towards the door. " Roque," cried

he, " take our horses to the Fonda del Angel,

and wait there my return. This is no longer my

u2
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home. I have no home—I have no parents."

Saying this, he left the house alone, and follow-

ing the impulse of his heart, in a few minutes

"he found himself at the door of Don Antonio

Lanza, the father of liis adored Gabriela,
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CHAPTER VII.

Oh ! I have nothing to expect on earth ! .'

But misery is very apt to talk ;

I thought I Qiight be heard !

Southern.

It is not easy for us to express what Sandoval

felt on reaching Don Antonio's house. Hope

and fear, mingled with a thousand contending

passions, so agitated and distressed him, that he

hesitated whether to go in, or retrace his steps

His natural impatience, however, urged him

forward, and he entered the portal* of the house;

but before he could bring his mind to announce

himself, a thousand apprehensions rushed- into

* A sort of interior portico.
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his mind, and a feeling of faintness came over

him, which obliged him to recline his head

against the door. After one or two minutes of

violent agitation, he mustered sufficient courage

to grasp the knocker, and give a rap. The

noise made him start, and he drew back in-

voluntarily towards the street door ; but before

he had reached it, a servant man came to ans-

wer the knock, and asked to know his business;

—"Are the family at home ?" enquired Sandoval,

with a faultering voice.

" They are all at home," said the servant,

looking steadily into his face, " do you wish to

see them ? What name shall I say ?
'

" Don Cahsto Sandoval."

The man looked more fixedly on him.

—

" And do you really wish to see them ?" en-

quired he again.

" I have told you so before."

" I think you had better take a glass of wine

before you go in. You look deadly pale
; you

must be unwell,"" said the man, and without
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waiting for an answer opened a cover, and

drawing out a glass and a bottle, he poured out

a bumper.

" Friend," cried Sandoval, taking the glass

and tasting some of the wine, " are you a Navar-

rese or a Biscayan?—one of the two undoubt-

edly you are."

'* I am a Biscayai\—but why do you ask

it .5"'

*' Because I suspect you imagine that wine is

a cure for all diseases," rephed Sandoval with a

melancholy smile.

" The deuce, and you guessed it well," said

the servant, *' I am really of that opinion ; and,

moreover, that it gives the weak man boldness,

which you want above all things ;—but here

goes to your health, and success against all

your rivals;" he then swallowed two bum-

pers, one after another, put the bottle in the

cover, and beckoned Sandoval to follow him.

" Stay," cried Sandoval, agitated, though

affecting to smile, " who are those rivals you

talk of? You don''t know me, do you ?"
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" / rather think I have heard your name be-

fore now," said he, laying a great emphasis on

the first words ; " but you seem impatient to see

the family," he added, " they are here in the

lower apartment, which looks into the garden,"

and walking hastily to a little door opposite, all

the while pretending not to hear SandovaPs

whisper of " stop, stop ;" he lifted the latch,

and announced him.

On entering, he found Don Antonio sitting

at one extremity of the room, before a table, on

which there was a wax taper burning to light

his cigar. He was in close conversation with a

reverend father, whose white habit, black cloak,

and large round hood shewed him to be a

Dominican, and who was in fact the family

spiritual director. About the middle of the

room was Dona Angela Lanza, Don Antonio's

wife, kneeling before a picture of the Virgin

Mary, that hung over a sofa, and holding a

prayer-book in her hand ; and near one of the

balconies that looked into the garden, sat, em-

broidering: at a tambour frame, Gabriela her-
•
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self. She was cloatlied in a white muslin dress,

and wore a la^e fichu over her well formed

bosom, on which the shining dark-ebony tresses

that fell from her Grecian hair-dress sported

lightly, moved by the evening breeze which re-

freslied the room, as it passed through the

verdant foliage with which the trees in the gar-

den were clothed. Her fine oval countenance,

at all times beautiful by the perfect symmetry

of its features, looked now doubly interesting by

an air of melancholy sweetness which overspread

it, and by the soft paleness of her cheeks, on

which now and then the parting rays of the

sunset cast a rosy tinge, which no soonei' had

the leaves of the trees recovered from the

tremor, caused by the pressure of the wind, shut

the rays out, than it disappeared.

On our hero's name being announced, all four

rose as if moved by one impulse, and fixed their

eyes on the door. Sandoval paused an instant,

as he glanced around, and then with open arms

hastened towards Don Antonio to embrace him ;

buc the latter raising up his hand as he ap-

h8
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proached, bid him stop, exclaiming,—" Gently,

gently, Don Calisto, before I embrace you, I

must first know that you are worthy of it."

Sandoval remained motionless and rivetted to

the spot, as if converted into a statue by the

words ; but he was soon roused from the over-

whelming astonishment they had caused by a

faint scream from Gabriela, who after an at-

tempt to speak, fell back on her xihair and

fainted away. The distressed lover ran to her,

and throwing himself on his knees, grasped her

hand, which he pressed fervently to his lips,

calling her by a thousand endearing names.

Then rising from the ground, ran distract-

edly about the room, wringing his hands, and

calling to his servant Roque, if he valued his

life to fetch immediately a physician, salts,

hartshorn, vinegar, and all the restoratives

he could think of, swearing all the while he

would have him shot if he did not return quick-

1}'. When this first burst was over, he seemed

to recover a little serenity, and, drawing near

Gabriela placed the palm of his hand over her
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lips, felt her left side, and then her pulse, held

up her head, pressed her hand in his, and

covered it with kisses.—" This is some of her

nonsense," cried DoSa Angela, who had till

then been looking with greater surprise and

alarm at Sandoval's violent demonstrations of

affection, than at her daughter's accident.

—

" Had you never been allowed to read any

other books than the prayer book, and the offices

of the holy week, you would not thus make a

fool of yourself," she added, shaking Gabriela

by the arm.

" For God's sake, Dona Angela," cried the

terrified Sandoval, " have a little considera-

tion, Gabriela is almost lifeless. Do not destroy

her, pray be . . .

."

*' As you, Doua Angela very well observed,"

interrupted the reverend father, who stood look-

ing on, seemingly little affected, either at San-

doval's distress, or Gabriela's situation, *' the

mischief lies in reading, that is the root of all

evil. Young women now-a-days get hold of
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books, which they are incapable of understand-'

ing, and from them learn only how to despise'

their parent's wholesome advice, and to run

from folly into vice, and from vice into per-

dition."

" Methinks, holy Sir," cried Sandoval, not a

Kttle incensed at the brutal insensibility of his

Reverence, " that such reflections are here un-

seasonable, and tliat it would be more befitting

and christian like, were your reverence to try

conciliatory measures, instead of lighting up dis-

cord, and to assist in restoring this unhappy

lady."

Dona Angela seemed much shocked at this

observation. " SeBor Don Calisto," said she,

drily, " if you have learned in France how to

be disrespectful to the holy ministers of our

mother church, I insist upon your not display-

ing your acquirements in my house ; and as

your assistance here can be dispensed with, you

are at liberty to go as soon as you like."

Sandoval, notwithstanding he was prepared
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to hear, after the unkind reception he had met

from Gabriel a's, parents, any unceremonious dis-

course, felt a great difficulty in checking his

excited feehngs, though his love for Gabrieia

imposed upon him this necessity. " Madam,""

said he, after a few minutes silence, " I should

never have intruded my presence on you, or

entered your house, had I not been so earnestly

invited by yourself. It is true,'' added he,

hanging down his head, " circumstances are

mucli changed since, and instead of my being

the wealthy heir of the house of Sandoval, I

am a houseless wanderer, and may be a beggar

shortly. Yet, Dona Angela, to a civil recep-

ticai I think I am entitled, though you may no

longer court my alliance.'"

" Sir," replied the devout Doua Angela,

" had you not forsaken your principles, and

abjured your religion, while remaining in that

heretical country from which you have just re-

turned, you would find me as much alive to

kindness now, as I was when I gave my consent
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to your marriage with Gabriela, and you would

have no occasion to accuse me of being actuated

by paltry and worldly motives
"

" Madam," returned Sandoval, " whoever

has told you I have forsaken my principles and

abjured my religion, him I declare a villain in

the very face of the world. My principles at

this moment are the same as they were since I

came to the age of reason, and my religion as

undianged as they. The only difference now

is, that my circumstances and prospects are

altered. This is a crime impardonable in the

eyes of many, and calls forth the hackneyed

pretext for every breach of faith in our age

—

the want of loyalty and religion.""

" 'Tis impossible for a young man to live in

a heretical country, and not become tinged

with heretical ideas," said gravely his Reverence.

" And does your Reverence really think

France a heretical country ".'' enquired San-

doval, in a tone of contempt.

'* And pray young man," returned the friar,
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with a jeering smile, " may I ask of your wis-.

dom to inform "my ignorance, what else are the

French people but heretics?"*

" By telling you, that the majority are Roman

Catholics,"*' replied Sandoval. ** I presume I am

not informing you, but merely repeating what it

is impossible you should be ignorant of."

** So that, according to your presumption, I

am more a knave than a fool ?—I am extremely

obliged to you,'' said his Reverence with an af*

fected bow, and then turning himself towards

Dona Angela, he added with a triumphant look,

* People in Spain, before and during Napoleon's inva-

sion, were taught to believe that those Frenchmen who

were not atheists, were heretics ; the conduct of the French

troops under Napoleon justified this absurd accusation.

But since the late holy crusade, in which a true son of St.

Louis, a brother of Prince Hohenlohe, (of miracle-working

notoriety,) a pious Moncey, a mistified Baron Damas, a de-

vout No;ailles, and various other saints, " bajados del cielo h

pedradas,'"' descended to the earth on being stoned from

heaven, as the Spanish adage goes, did not disdain to kiss

the holy habit of that most formidable of all saints, the

Trappist, their ideas must have undergone considerable

alteration.
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" "'TIS delightful, Madam, to see how improved

these young men are after a journey to France !"

While this conversation was going on, Sando-

val did not neglect to tender every assistance in

his power for the recovery of his beloved, in

which he was effectually aided by Don Antonio,

who though a weak man, and easily influenced

by others, was very much attached to his

daughter, who was his only child. At last, by

dint of applications, chafing, and other remedies,

they succeeded in recalling her to herself ; and

Sandoval, who had been watching with great

anxiety the moment of her recovery, on perceiv-

ing her lips quiver, and her bosom heave, dropped

one knee on the ground, and clasping her hand

in his, pressed it to his burning lips. Gabriela

suddenly opened her large dark eyes ; but yet

unconscious of what was passing, she cast a

vacant stare around the room, as if to collect her

senses, rubbed her temples with her disengaged

hand, and drew a long sigh. At these evident

signs of restored animation, Sandoval's tears

flowed profusely on the hand which he still held
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to his lips, and she now, feeling the burning

drops, looked down on him, and suddenly dis-

engaging herself from his clasp, threw her arms

round his neck, and burst into a flood of tears.

This affecting scene did not fail to excite Don

Antonio's sympathy, and even to soften a little

the severity of DoSa Angela herself. The

servants themselves, as tliey stood looking on,

rubbed their eyes with their aprons, and partici-

pated in those delightful feelings, to which the in-

dulgence of all compassionate impulses gives rise.

But not so the friar, who a total stranger to all

social affection, and free from human ties, being

attadied to society only by the selfish comforts

he derived from it, walked about, unmoved at

this sight, smoking his cigar, and from time to

time casting a look of scorn on the interesting

group.

At this conjuncture the Comisario Regio^* of

* A sort of judge created by Ferdinand, to try allied

political offences, or rather to persecute to utter destruction

the enlightened and patriotic meD who had replaced him on

the throue.
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LogroEo, Don Aniceto Artimana, was announc-

ed, and in walked a man of low stature, dressed

in a rich gold embroidered coat, decorated with

the grang cross of Charles Til, white kerseymere

pantaloons, hessian boots with gold fringe and

tassels, a gold-laced cocked hat under his left

arm, and a cane with a gold top in his right

hand. Unfortunately, all this finery could not

conceal a look of marked ferocity, and features

as coarse and vulgar as they were disgustingly

deformed. Eyes of a greenish colour, sunken

into the head, and so concealed by the bushy

eye-brows which overhung them, that only a

twinkling, resembling the glimmerings of a light

burning in a deep dark dungeon was observed ;

a nose which, by some unlucky accident in his

boyhood, had been so completely flattened on

his face, that it was impossible to discern either

nostrils or bridge ; thick projecting hps of a

mulberry hue, shewing through them a set of

large, half broken, blackened, irregular teeth

;

and a chin which instead of being, like most

human chins, dimpled and nicely rounded,



THE FREEMASON. 163

slanted off so suddenly from the lower line of

the inferior lip, that it was lost in the large

straight jaws which ran considerably beyond the

ears. His hair too was so fantastically arranged,

that it resembled a half-dried artichoke, having

some of its leaves erect, others half bent, and

others hanging down.

This person, such as we have described him,

was the nephew of the above Reverend Father,

though it was whispered by some that he was

his son ; be this as it might, any one could have

sworn that he was a man of low extraction, and

of no education whatever; and all the world

knew, that he had been raised to the important

post he enjoyed by his uncle's exertions and

intrigues. As all that was required to perform

well the duties of his situation, was a violent

hatred of liberal principles, and the complete

absence of every feeling of integrity, justice, and

humanity, Artimaiia acquitted himself of his

office with considerable success. His natural

ferocity, joined to the low and depraved propen-

sities, and the deep hypocrisy, which he had ac-
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quired in the cloister, where he had served in

an inferior situation, rendered him one of the

most useful members of tlie body of commis-

sioners, and the dread of every upright and

honourable man in Logrouo, and the country

around. Wherever he appeared, liis presence

produced that chiUing sentiment of horror which

is felt at the approach of the Inquisitor General,

or a man familiar with deeds of blood ; but as

he had the art of conceaUng the dark side of his

character to those before whom it was his

interest to appear quite the reverse of what he

really was, he had succeeded in impressing Don

Antonio and his wife with the notion, that he was

one of the best men breathing, and accordingly

was always received by them with every mark

of respect.

As soon as he entered the room, the two

lovers were left to themselves to talk over their

own sorrows, while all the rest went towards

Artunaua, to give him a suitable reception.

" What a day is this for me !" exclaimed the

unhappy Sandoval, gently pressing Gabriela's
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hand, " little did I expect when I quitted

France to return to my home, that I should

find it deserted by the only parent left to me,

and that your own would add bitterness to my

other disappointments ! Alas ! I fancied that

all my dangers and troubles being now over, I

might confidently hope that those plans of hap-

piness, so long and fondly cherished, would be

at last realized,—but how delusive was that

hope !—how cruel—how bitter my disappoint-

ment .'"

*' I fear,'"* said Gabriela, endeavouring to

suppress the tears that started from her fine

dark eyes, " our misfortunes will not stop h^re.

My mother has peremptorily ordered me to think

no more of such a union, declaring that she

will never consent to an alliance between her

family and that of a liberal. And—I shudder

to think of it,—she has given me to understand

that I must be prepared to receive the hand of

another."

*' By heavens ! not while I live," exclaimed
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Sandoval with animation, " or she shall raise

your nuptial couch over my tomb !"

" Nor while I breathe," cried Gabriela,

clasping both his hands in hers, ".sooner than

fail in my promised faith, I vow to thee,

CaHsto, the grave shall close over me !"

The emotion with which she pronounced

these words, which manifested the warmth and

sincerity of her attachment, threw Sandoval

into a sort of ecstacy—" My angel," he ex-

claimed, pressing her hand to his heart, "what

need I fear now ? What great misfortunes

does an adverse fortune keep in store for me

which I shall not overcome by the assurance of

an affection so pure and disinterested, of a fi-

delity so lasting and sincere ?"

" fiely on both," said Gabriela fervently,

" the day that my aflPeetion and fidelity shall

cease to exist, on that day the knell shall toU

that warns my spirit into eternity. Let my

mother, aided by those two monsters in human

form, exert her severity in a thousand ways,
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atill shall I be true to my promised faiih. Only

be you true to your's, and I shall think lightly

of all my troubles.—But," added she, drawing

secretly from her bosom a letter which she put

into his hand, " here is a trust your father left

with me. Its contents will inform you of the

cause of his departure. Follow his injunctions,

for they interest me, and they interest your

country. As a dutiful son, as the lover of your

country, and of your Gabriela, you are bound

to follow them strictly; but I need not exhort

you to do it, I know you will.'"'

At this moment their attention was called to

Artimaua, who, on his uncle enquiring the news

of the day, replied that one of the principal

topics of conversation in the town was the

public sale of Don Fabricio Sandoval's property,

—" which," added he, " I am of opinion will

fetch a good sum, as I understand the number

of bidders is very great, which is always the

case when the property of these enemies of Grod

and the throne is put to sale. The fact is,

people feel confident in the stability of our go-
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vernment, and are anxious to shew their appro-

bation of those wise measures by embarking

their capitals in such speculations. Besides, as

part of the funds raised through them go to-

wards keeping up the splendour of the altar,

God will continue his protection to our pious

King, and his legitimate government."

Sandoval, who heard his excellent father thrrs

abused, started up from his seat, and walking

towards ArtimaSa—" Sir,'' said he, addressing

him, " I am ignorant of my father's crimes,

though I suspect they are such only in the eyes

of the ruling faction ; but surely there cannot

be either justice or wisdom in those measures,

so highly lauded by you, which visit the faults

of the father on his progeny. If he ever had

committed a crime, I see no justice in his child-

ren being reduced to beggary, when they have

done their duty to their king and their country."

" Of all the wise laws which have come under

my knowledge," cried his Reverence, "none

appears to me more befitting the present de-

praved times than that by which children are
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included in the punishment of theur parents ; for

it is an observation we have an opportunity of

making every day," (casting a significant look

at Sandoval) " that when the father is bad, the

child is worse."

" And be pleased to observe too," said Arti-

mana, raising his bloated hand, and extending

its fore-finger, "that the fact of such a law

emanating from the throne, precludes the possi-

bility of its being unjust."

" A very just observation," remarked the

friar instantly, " and one that ought to be en-

graven in letters of gold on all the corners of

the streets to remind the people of their duties

as loyal subjects."

Sandoval's lips quivered with passion ; but

Crabriela, alarmed at the consequences, had

placed herself by his side, and softly whispered

to liim—" For God's sake, Calisto, do not give

way to your indignation, or you are a lost man.*"

On this he immediately snatched up his hat,

and casting a fiery glance at the uncle and ne-

phew, retired.

VOL. I. I
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"So," said the latter, when Sandoval left

them thus abruptly, " that is the eldest and fa-

vourite son of Don Fabricio Sandoval ? 'Tis no

wonder^ then, he should be so lost to loyalty

and religion. And yet, he will expect lenity, or

perhaps even a recompense at the hands of those

whom he outrages by a conduct truly revolu-

tionary ? He may think himself fortunate if,

like his father, he escapes the avenging sword of

the law. Not that I should wish to do him any

harm, God forbid ! My own feelings have never

allowed me to be tlie instrument in the ruin of

any of my fellow-beings, although the duties of

my station imperiously impose upon me the ne-

cessity of denouncing to justice those, who, like

Iwrn, tread under foot the laws enacted by our

beloved sovereign."

" For God's sake," exclaimed the alarmed

Gabriela, who guessed the import of these words,

" consider his youth, and the severe trials he

tias been put to within these last few hours. It

is natural he should feel irritated at hearing so

rauch abuse poured on his father, and it would

i
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be tlie height of inhumanity to make hhn re-

sponsible for words uttered under such apalling

circumstances."

" And wliat becomes then of the so much

vaunted philosophy of the hberals, my lady ?"

asked his Reverence, laying a strong emphasis

on that dreaded word ;
" were he a truly ortho-

dox Catholic, and not a philosopher^ I suspect

he would have shewn a little more resignation,

and less pride and impiety.*"

" Do you hear tiiat ?" asked the mother with

an imperious nod, " and Avill you still have au

oar in the boat* for him ? I have told you more

than once that all your encomiums will be of no

avail, and that your hopes must be entirely re-

linquished, if you do not wish to become as

criminal as himself."

" But my dear mother, you yourself cannot

think of violating tlie solemn promises we all

• The Spanish phrase is meter cucharada, literally to put

ill her spoon.

I 2.
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have made to H'rm ?'" said Gabrieku oideaTOur-

ing to clii?p her hand.

" Don't talk of promises," said Dona Angela,

pualm^ her^and off, "beades, when thej were

madehe^a.>a Ca: i nam he is worse

tham a iiEatetic, he is a -j \ ; : *r. So let roe

hear no more f£ him.''

" What piTX^ have we to believe he is

not a

—

"^

" >:-. : ~. Toa disobedieiit prattler, that's

e:. _ .. . raother, stupping Gahnda's

mouth, ^ I want none ofyour qaeiies.^

"My dear Dona Angela,* said AftimaBa,

with an affected compassion, "aDoir her to

apeak. Obsdnacj is often remedied l^ discos-

sk», and I have no doubt yonr reasons wooW

soon conrince her.*^

'^ Yaa are too good, SeSor Aitimaia, to take

lierpait as joa ahravs do : hot ^le ill requites

your kindness. For mj part I do not choo<se to

encourage her obstinaf^ by arginnents. She

shall rjbf-crTbe to mv will, wheth«" she pleases
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or not. I am her mother, and have a right to

exact obedience, and that's enough."

" Severity is sometimes requisite," said the

monk, drawing the cowl over his shaven crown

;

after which he made his bow to the family, and

retired in company with his nephew ArtimaHa.
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CHAPTER VIII.

When all the blanilishroents of life are gone.

The coward sneaks to death, the brave live on.

Dr. Seaves.

Leaving the worthy pair, uncle and nephew,

to go their own ways, we shall follow Sandoval

out of Don Antonio''s house. The agitated

state of mind in which he left it may easily be

conceived. The cruel reception he had met

from Gabriela's parents, the fatal news of their

intention respecting her, the dread of the infer-

nal machinations of the above-mentioned uncle

and nephew to which she was exposed, the chil-

ling consciousness of knowing that he himself

was in their power, and the additional pang of

learning that he was completely ruined by the

sale of his father's property, all rushed into his

I
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brain at the same time, and kept it in a state of

fermentation, which the recollection of Gabriela's'

words alone could sooth and qualify in some

little degree. To them, therefore, he recurred

as often as they gave way to the intruding sen-

timents of grief, which still kept the ascendancy.

Meantime, he pursued his way with wander-

ing steps till he came to a secluded walk along

the city ramparts, where, finding himself alone

and unobserved, he drew from his pocket his

father's letter, and read as follows :

—

*' My beloved Caltsto,

" When your faithful Gabriela delivers this

into your hands, I shall probably be a fugitive

in tliat country, against whose children we have

been waging an exterminating war, to rescue a

tyrant who now rewards our toils and sacrifices

with banishment, fetters, and death ! There

must your unfortunate father weep alone over

the evils which afflict his beloved country, and

lament (without the cheering prospect of reme-

dying it) the cruel oppression which compels
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him to be separated from all his heart holds

dear. But let not this thought torment you, I

am less to be pitied than you, my poor boy.

What melancholy changes will meet your eyes

wherever you chance to turn them? How

will you bear so many bitter disappoint-

ments, and meet the new dangers by which you

will be surrounded ? Yet you must, my dear

Calisto, your father, nay your country requires

it. You have her wrongs to avenge. To fight

her domestic tyrants is a no less imperious duty

for a virtuous citizen, than to combat her foreign

ones. You did this, you must now do the

other. Oh ! had not old age frozen the vigour

of youth, with what delight I would show you

the Avay to your country's deliverance ! But

since that consolation is not permitted me, listen

to what I have to say and follow my instx'uctions

literally.

" Not far from the city bridge, after crossing

it, you will observe on the right-hand a small

fisherman's hut, situated near the banks of the

river. There lives in disguise a friend of mine,
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who passes under the name of Anselmo; to

him you must present yourself, and shew this

letter. He has instructions from me to furnish

you with whatever sums of money you may

want. Listen to his advice, for he is a man no

less prudent than enhghtened. He will be a

second father to you. We have known each

other long, and I have the greatest esteem for

him. Younger and more enterprising than my-

self, he prefers serving his country, at the hazard

of his life, to becoming an exile ; for he, too, like

your father, h?.s forfeited it for having sacri-

ficed himself to the despot who proscribed us.

As I am convinced the similarity of situations

and ideas will link you in the closest bonds of

friendship, I have only to add on this subject,

tliat since I, with a thousand others, am become

a victim for performing the duties of a good

citizen, and a lover of his country, you will al-

ways keep in mind the injuries thus heaped upon

me and her, and endeavour to avenge them.

"I cannot express the grief I feel at that breach

of faith and friendship upon the part of Ga-

I 3
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briela's parents, ivhich affects both you and her-

The pain which you both must experience at the

prolonged postponement of your anxiously ex-

pected happiness, I myself feel as deeply as

either you or she can do. Were it in my power

to purchase it with my life, it should not long

be deferred ; but no sacrifice of mine, short of

that of my principles, would satisfy the mis-

guided Doiia Angela, and her good-natured,

but weak-minded husband ; and that, neither

you nor Gabriela would ever exact from m€.

But do not lose all hope, things cannot continue

long as they are, and the day so much wished

for by us all may yet come sooner than we ex-

pect. Love her then as you have hitherto done ;

for she is worthy of you, and she will return

your affection with a constancy of which she

alone is capable, and in spite of all the machi-

nations that your enemies and her's may con-

trive to render you hateful to each other.

"One word more I would fain add; but it tears

my heart to think of it. It is of all my misfor-

tunes, the most cruel and severe. Tliat son.
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against whose virtues and integrity I have

nothing to say^ and whose firm, intrepid, and

independent spirit I have always admired ; but

whose mind, warped by some fatal prejudice of

boyhood, leads hira on in a path trodden only

by knaves and fools, perseveres in entailing dis-

grace on my name, and grief and sorrow on ray

grey hairs, by adhering to a faction that exists

only by rapine, injustice, and oppression. All

that argument and reason could urge, all that

prayer and entreaty could do, was tried by me

to reclaim him from a situation which would

throw a stain, even on a wicked man's reputation;

but all failed ; his obstinacy was invincible.

—

' To betray his God and his King,' as he

termed the separation from his party, was not in

his power ; and I had the grief to part from him

without even a distant hope of seeing him re-

stored to honour and his country. It grieves

my soul to think, that a son of mine should be

so blinded by prejudice, as not to see the injus-

tice and ingratitude of the ruling tyrant's con-

duct, and his country's misfortunes. My male-
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diction should have fallen on his head, were I

not persuaded that the curses of fathers only

serve to urge children on to their ruin, and that

far from being reclaimed by such a step, it

renders them more desperate in the course they

have adopted. Fermin is sincere, and I love

him, because the errors of his mind do not ex-

tend their baneful influence to the virtues of his

heart. Try all you can to convince liim of

them. It will be the greatest consolation, amidst

the troubles by which I am beset, to hear that

he espouses the cause of liis country.

" Adieu, my beloved son, and may all your

patriotic efforts meet with the success they de-

serve, that thy father may once more, before he

closes his eyes on the light of this world, clasp

thee in his arms. Adieu and receive the affec-

tionate blessing of thy father

—

Fabuicio.'"

The perusal of this letter caused SandovaPs

tears to flow abundantly. It presented such a

true picture of his father's excellent heart, and
~

of the sorrows by which he was afflicted, that
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the idea of his mourning, forlorn and unheeded,

in a foreign country, uncertain of the duration

of his exile, naturally recurred to his mind with

increased force. Did he but know the place of

his residence, he would wilhngly become an

exile himself, to be the partner of his sorrows,

and the comforter of his latter days ; but the

uncertainty of his destination was a check to his

fihal devotion ; and he resolved, in the utter

impossibility of joining his father, faithfully to

follow all his injunctions, were he even to fall a

victim in the attempt

There was in these resolutions, and even in

his father's letter something so soothing, that he

felt as if a heavy weight had been removed from

his heart ; and, as it was now growing dark, he

proceeded more calmly to the Meson del Angel,

to which he had sent Roque, and which was one

of the best hotels in Logrono.

Here he found his servant waiting impatiently

for him, and casting his longing eyes towards a

table which stood in a corner of the kitchen, and

which presented a truly rejoicing spectacle ; a
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huge soup-dish overflowing with rich broth frorti

the olla, the contents of which were also dis-

played in various dishes, as well as a good sized

roasted kid, a large turkey, fowls, and rabbits

made into ragouts, dishes of eggs and ham,

sausages and omelets, and abundance of vegeta-

bles, fruits of various descriptions, and large

jugs of wine. The table was beset by as sub-

stantial a set of men, as the victuals under which

it groaned ; thick set strong built arrieros, from

the surrounding provinces, who were going with

their various productions to the fair of Santo

Domingo de la Calzada; wealthy farmers,

traders, horse and mule dealers, graziers, &c.,

all assembled there for the same purpose as the

fonner, and all of tliem having well-furnished

pouches, and no aversion to the good things of

this world.

" Thank God !" exclaimed Roque to himself,

as soon as he perceived his master. " Here he

comes alive—I was afraid he might have jumped

into the Ebro, so wild were his looks when he

left me." .
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" How is this, Roque ?"" inquired liis master,

surprised at seeing that he did not partake of

the inviting supper, " have you lost your appe-

tite, or is this a fast-day with you, fhat you

don't join those good fellows ? and that, too, after

having fasted all the day ?''

" It is not for want of an appetite," replied

Roque, " nor that I fast to-day, or any other

day ; for, as you know very well, the church

makes an exception in our favour, for fighting

and fasting almost every day of our lives ; but

I heard you say that you had no longer a

home, and I was afraid you might be without

money too, and, thought I to myself, it don't

become me to eat what my master himself may

stand in need of. Neither would I accept the

invitation of those gentlemen ; because, what

would the world say if they knew that Roque,

Don Calisto Sandoval's servant, had sat down

to eat a charity dinner ? It would have been a

dishonour to your name, and consequently 'to

mine ; so that I chose to fast, as I have done
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many a time before now, rather than be in-

debted to any man's kindness."

" You are a good-hearted fellow, Roque,"

said his master, *' and a true Castilian into the

bargain ; but go and join them ; for though it

is true I have no home, I am not yet so desti-

tute as to want a few pieces to pay for your

dinner.""

Having thus dismissed his servant, he bec-

koned to the landlady, a brisk, bustling, pretty

young woman, who advanced towards him,

dropping gracious bows, and welcoming him

warmly to her house. " Let me conduct you

to the room, where you will meet with suitable

company, my dear Sir," added she, her lively

eyes becoming still more animated when she dis-

covered she had got in her house a really hand-

some fellow ; " but perhaps you prefer first

seeing your bed-room, and securing a bed ?—<•

This way then. Captain, along this corridor

—

take care you don't spoil your hat against those

hams, or the sausages yonder ; for, as our house
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has got such an excellent name, travellers of all

descriptions flock here to be entertained in such

numbers, that we are obliged to hang up our

hams and sausages, black puddings, and tongues,

cheeses and cecinas, anywhere we can, for as you

may suppose there is a good demand for them.

But now this is the room,"" added the loquacious

landlady, shewing him into a long apartment con-

taining seven or eight beds, arranged like those

in an hospital against the side wall. " Allow

me to assist you in pulling off your surtout,

that you may lay it on either of these two beds,

to mark your berth, for the rest are already

taken."

" I should prefer having a room to myself,""

said Sandoval, " if there be one unoccupied.""

*' But there is none,'' rephed she, " except

one, which I would not let you have for all the

world."

" Why so ?''"' enquired Sandoval.

" Because it communicates with mine, and

you are too handsome a man to have you near

me ; for, you know, we are all prone to fall
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into temptation, and 'tis better avoided ; be-

sides, my husband is on a journey that will keep

him absent at least four days yet, and what

would the other folks say if they knew you

slept there ?"

" But some one must," said Sandoval, " and

I promise you to sacrifice to the pleasure of

being by myself, any of those temptations which

so nruch alarm your conscience."

" Ah !"" exclaimed she, shaking her head sig-

nificantly, " there are no Josephs now-a^days,

and much less in the shape of young Cap-

tains."

Sandoval laughingly assured her, that if she

would not believe in his being absolutely a

Joseph, she should have no cause to complain,

if she would allow him to become her neigh-

bour ; but unable to prevail upon her, he took

possession of one of the beds, and afterwards

proceeded in her company to a saloon on the

ground floor, which communicated with the

garden, and where a table d'hote was spreading

out for the supper of the assembled travellers.
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some of whom sat close to the glass door, which

opened into the -garden ; others on the stone

steps, and the rest on the benches placed under

some of the trees. The company consisted of

various descriptions of people, forming different

groups, some young men, sons of mayorazgos,

who were on their way to the fair of Santo

Domingo, not on business, but pleasure, were

sitting round two or three ladies, one of whom

iseemed to monopolize a good deal of the ccfti-

versation, and who, although by no means in

the spring of her years, still possessed many

personal attractions, joined to great vivacity of

manners, and a playfulness of wit, which kept

up a succession of mirth and harmony through

the circle of admirers. Further on was anotlier

group, listening to a lady and a gentleman, who

were singing a duo, accompanying themselves

on guitars. On another bench sat two grave

priests, and some elderly people, enveloped in

the smoke of their cigars, conversing on the

events of the day, while here and there was

seen a fugitive individual, saunterin": from one
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place to another, to catch the cream and sub-

stance of the conversation.

As Sandoval approached towards the glass

door, he was accosted by a diminutive fellow,

with toad-hke eyes, starting from their sockets,

acquiline nose, and sharp chin, who introduced

himself to the Captain, by comphmenting him

on the noble appearance of his person, and his

gentlemanly look, and then, as if his compli-

ments entitled him to a knowledge of all the

circumstances of Sandoval's life, he enquired

his name, birth, place, parentage, where he came

from, and where he was going to.
—" And,

pray," cried Sandoval, staring at the little fel-

low, " what am I to expect for confiding to you

all my secrets ?"

" I'U tell you in return the life and ^eeds of

all the people present," replied the little man.

" Well, then, my little Cleofas, begin you

first, by informing me, who that lady is, who

makes so merry in that group of young men,"

said our hero.

" Ah ! Sir, she is a most wonderful crea-
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ture !" said he, trying to whisper it into San-

doval's ear,—" but you are so tall, that I can

hardly reach your ear. Come and sit down in

that corner of the room, and I'll tell you all

about her."

Sandoval complied with this reasonable re-

quest of this modern diablo cojuelo,* and in-

clined his head to be better able to hear what

he had to communicate.

*' Well ! Sir, as I was saying, she is a most

wonderful woman ! and I assure you I should

not wish for better fortune than having her for

my wife. Her name is Doiia Susana Gazmona,

though, by the bye, I should say her christian

name was not given her on account of her in-

vincible virtue, very far from it :—but let that

pass. She has just arrived from Madrid, and

is going to Calahorra, bringing away the office

of Intendant of that district for her husband,

who was only first clerk in the Intendancy of

that city. Imagine, Sir, how wonderful her

* Devil upon two slicks.
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powers of pleasing must be, when in less than

two months at court, and without any pecuniary

sacrifice, she obtained a situation which would

have cost the cleverest and best patronized man

in Spain three thousand hard dollars, and two

years' smiling, bowing, and scraping in the

minister's ante-chamber. But the fact is. Sir,

that she is one of those bewitching creatures

who will do more in one night than any man

would in a month, simply because she has such

an amiable disposition, that no human soul can

}>art from her without being enchanted. Be-

sides, she is so well acquainted with the world,

that there was neither cat nor dog in the mi-

nister's office, with whom she did not make

friends, and joke. The moment she arrived at

the capital, she went straight to the ministei's

office, and declared she could not state her case

to his Excellency before so many gentlemen as

attended his public audiences ; for she coufld not

lielp blushing, and begged his Excellency

might grant her a private hearing. Macanaz,

who was not born with a hear<^ flintv enough to
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refuse the prayers of such modest petitioners,

gratified her in this ; and the porters, who

know more asleep tlian many awake, or, as the

phrase goes, who smelt the musk at one

league's distance, as soon as they saw her ap-

pear, saluted her with a smile, and what is still

more extraordinary, sometimes stood up as she

entered. Of course, the lady was immediately

ushered into his Excellency's private cabinet,

and the poor devils who had been in the saloon

coohng their heels, ever since twelve in the

morning, might have still continued that occu-

pation till night, or else put their petitions in

their pockets and walked off; because his Ex-

cellency had a great deal to do ! Faith ! not

many weeks elapsed before she succeeded in

throwing the Intendant, who was accused of

liberalism, off his saddle, and getting her hus-

band into his place, to the great disappointment

of the treasurer, the chief accountant, the

cashier, and every other candidate ready to

pounce on that situation. At the news of the

nomination of such a man, we were all struck
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dumb ; for, knowing as we did his incapacity,

we saw, as in clear water, that tlie situation had

not been given to him, but to his wife. Ah,

Sir, she is a wonderful woman !*"

As Sandoval found his httle man so commu-

nicative, and well informed in the private his-

tory of his fellow travellers, he now asked him,

who was another lady, who sat by herself so

mournfully in a corner, with a countenance,

though overcast with melancholy, still exceed-

ingly interesting.

" Why, between you and me," he replied,

" she is one of those poor conscientiously foolish

women, whose extravagant ideas of virtue have

brought ruin and misery on her whole family.

Her husband, who had about as much brain

as herself, held an office under the minister

of finance, who thought proper to honour

their house with a visit. No sooner, however,

did the husband discover the intentions of his

Excellency, than, unmindful of the respect due to

the high station of his principal, desired his

servants to give him a not at home whenever he
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should call. The minister, naturally felt highly-

offended at this liberty, and dismissed him from

his office ; but still continued to honour his wife

with his visits. The foolish husband, however,

instead of adopting the proper conciliating

course, as became one who had everything to

lose, chose to shew off his airs, and requested his

Excellency to discontinue his visits. Of course

this fresh insult only aggravated his Excellency's

displeasure, and he had him taken before that

newly invented and admirable commission called

the Tribunal, for vagabonds: and as it was there

proved beyond all doubt, that he had no office,

pension, or income, he was very justly condemned

to ten years in the galleys ; and when the first

convoy which conducted the galley slaves to

their destination sailed, he was tied to one of liis

fellow slaves, and marched off, in spite of his

tears and those of his wife. His Excellency,

however, always generous and forgiving, now

renewed his 'asits to her house ; but the lady,

instead of having learnt something by experience,

persisted in playing off the Roman matron's part,

VOL. T. K
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and obstinately refused to comply with his

Excellency's wishes, till at last, losing patience,

he was compelled to have her banished from

Madrid, where she might find too much protec-

tion from her friends ; and now she is returning

to Tudela of Navarre, her native place, to live

there under tlie surveillance of the police. For

my part, I think her too much of a fool to merit

the pity of any one ; for what other woman in

Spain would have allowed such a fine oppor-

tunity to have slipped through her fingers, or

not have thought it her duty to forward the

interests of her husband ?—But the fact is, that

lx)th her husband and herself are liberals."

" And is that the way the offices under

government are obtained and lost at court in

our days .'" exclaimed Sandoval, surprised and

indignant at such scandalous proceedings, and

no less so at the vein of the narrator.

" What other way, then, should you wish,

pray ?" enquired the little man, seemingly no

less surprised at Sandoval's exclamation.

" Shame on you !" replied Sandoval, " and
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on every Spaniard -who puts up with such in-

famous abuses !""
.

"• I'll tell you what, Sir,"" said the little man,

rising from his chair, and strutting before him

with the importance of a little bantam cock, " I

presume, that when the king, our lord, has

chosen those gentlemen as his ministers, it be-

hoves every Spaniard, and you among the

number, to respect their acts, and applaud their

deeds, be they what they may."

Sandoval, who had very different notions of

the duties of a citizen from those of the little

man, was on the point of giving him one of his

own sharp replies, when his eyes caught those of

the landlady, who was beckoning to him rather

mysteriously,—" That may be your opinion,"

said lie checking himself ;
" but all men do not

think ahke, you know, friend Cleofas."—Then

rising from his seat, walked away towards the

landlady, to learn the reason of her signs.

" Friend Cleofas," muttered the little man to

himself, " I shall certainly be a Cleofas in dis-

covering who you are, I promise you."

K 2
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" Well, my pretty hostess, what have you to

communicate now ?" enquired Sandoval of the

landlady.

" Do you know the man to whom you were

speaking ?" she asked.

" Not I," answered Sandoval, *' but I sus-

pect him to be an unprincipled villain, who has

neither shame, nor cunning enough to conceal

what he is."

'' Then you had better be on your guard;

for he is an agent of the police, whom we are

compelled to receive, and who comes to spy into

what is going forward, and listen to the conver-

sation of the travellers who alight here, for the

pui-pose of reporting it afterwards to his

employers."

" That accounts for his knowing so well theiir

private history," said Sandoval. " Thank you

for your hint, I shall henceforth be a little more

cautious,"

Caution indeed was a virtue highly requisite

at that epoch, though by no means a distinguish-

ing trait in Sandoval's character ; but being aware
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that his situation was particularly critical, he

resolved to put a seal on his lips, however mon-

strous and irritating the propositions which any

one cliose to advance might be, " For," said he to

himself, '" by giving vent to my indignation, I

lay myself open to their suspicions, and endanger

my personal hberty, without benefiting the

cause I wish to defend."

*' Ladies and gentlemen," cried the landlady,

*' supper is on the table ; pray take your seats;"

and then laying hold of Sandoval's arm, she

went towards the table, and sat down at one ex-

tremity before a roasted turkey, requesting her

favourite to place himself on her right-hand.

The honorary seats of the middle were occupied

by the ladies ; and at the other extremity of the

table, before a huge beef stew, presided one of

the grave priests already mentioned, who ad-

ministered his henedicite with becoming gravity.

The table was covered with good cheer, to which

all the elements had contributed their share,

there being game and fish, vegetables and fruits

of all descriptions, in abundance, and dressed in
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various ways. The good old wines of the pro-

vince, too, circulated briskly, and soon set peo-

ple's brains in motion. Of course the young

inen, who sat between the ladies, were all atten-

tion and politeness, while the fair ones flirted

with every one within reach of sweet words or

ogles, who was not under fourteen, or above

seventy.

*' Seiiora Intendenta,""* cried Sandoval,

"your Seiloria-f- is so numerously guarded, and

well attended, that I am afraid you are inac-

cessible, and I shall not be able to prevail on

you to taste some of this hare, which is parti-

cularly recommended by our hostess."

" Why, Captain," replied her Seiioria,

" though 1 certainly am well guarded, I sus-

pect, I am not impregnable, particularly to your

attacks ; and although I intended to taste some

of these fried capsicums that are before me—

a

* Ladies in Spain are generally addressed by their hus-

band's titles, but the name of the office must be changed

nto the feminine gender to suit their sex.

t A title between worship and lordship given to the

Intendants.



THE FREEMASON. 199

dish, which by the bye, I have not tasted since

my departure from Rioja to the capita], and

which may be considered as indigenous to our

province—to shew you how much I prize your

flattering attention, I'll change my mind and

accept part of a leg."

" No unusual thing with your sex," said pee-

vishly a young man, who had been her cortejo*

during the greatest part of the day ; " and I

would not vouch any more for a woman's incli-

nations, than for the reality of our landlady's

hare, as God only knows, whether it be not a

hare of the tiles."

" Why don't you set it down at once for a

young ass," replied sharply the landlady ;
" it

might then have a better chance of your ac-

quaintance."

This observation, which excited a good deal

of mirth, was thought very apropos, particular-

ly by those who had been his unsuccessful

rivals, and perfectly silenced, for the rest of the

* A beau.
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night, the young man, who, within his own mind,

had predetermined to be the wittiest man at

table, at least during supper time.

*' Your Seiioria must feel very keenly the

want of many of the delicacies you enjoyed at

Madrid," said a sharp looking fellow, who sat

opposite the Intendenta.

" I assure you I do," said she affectedly,

" particularly after having attended so many of

the entertainments given by the Grandeza,*

and above all, those delicious soupers of that un-

rivalled actor Maiquez, where I had the honour

to meet our gracious monarch for the first

time."

" What does your Senoria think of his ma-

jesty's personal charms ?'' enquired, the little

spy, who occupied a corner of the table. " Don't

you think him a handsome, noble-looking man ?"

" I was particularly struck with his counte-

nance," replied she, " there is something about

it very majestic. Whether we look at each fea-

• The body of grandees is so denominated.
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ture of his countenance individually, or as form-

ing a tout ensemble, we shall be obliged to con-

fess that there are few men in Spain more hand-

some than he. All is charming in his counte-

nance—a retreating forehead, like that of his

august ancestors, an exquisitely aquiline nose,

bending over a mouth, which though somewhat

irregular, is not without its charms ; then those

discoloured cheeks of his, which impress his

physiognomy with a certain interesting air of

melancholy, and his large square chin and long

straight jaws, which I have always considered

points of beauty in a man, are irresistible accom-

plishments, and I am sure no woman can be-

hold them without mintjled feelings of awe and

tenderness." *

* The disciples of Lavater will learn with pleasure, that

the best portrait of Ferdinand VII. has been found in an

excellently preserved medal of Nero. •, The likeness was so

striking, that it was observed by every one who saw it. Its

possessor, however, is now paying for having exhibited it,

with other curiosities, during the time of the Constitution

;

an information having been filed against him, since the late

restoration of the king to his absolute power, on the ground

K 3
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At the beauty of this sketch, Sandoval felt a

strong inclination to laugh outright ; but as

there is no accounting for tastes in physiognomi-

cal matters, he contented himself vnth observing,

with a smile, that he was inclined to think many

of the peculiar beauties enumerated by her Se-

fioria, must derive their principal merit from

royalty.

" To his physiognomical accomplishments,"

continued the Intendenta, '• must be added the

higher beauties of the mind. There was a wit

and a delicacy, both in the ideas and expressions

of all his majesty uttered, quite different from

wliat others said, though there were some of the

wittiest noblemen in the room at tlie time I

speak of. I shall never forget the night, wJien

I had the honour to sup with him at Maiquez's,

iris familiarity was enchanting, and his observa-

of his having done so with the view to assimilate Ferdi-

nand's character with that of the Roman tyrant. The

gentleman alluded to is now an exile; and had he not fled

in time from Madrid, it is probable he would have for-

feited his head ; which event would have given additional

weight to Lavater's system of physiognomy.
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lions were ail .replete with wit and vivacity.

There was a young guardia de corps in the

room, a great favourite with our sovereign, wlio

sung with a peculiar grace some of those smart

boleras, commonly sung by the rnanolos,* and to

him his majesty addressed these admirable words,

which we all praised with one accord as the

wittiest sally of that night. ' I say Pepe,t I'll

bet you your horse, that you learned those green

couplets at Lavapie.'J Nothing can be more

playfully roguish, and yet more delicately said

than that, the word greeji being so well adapted

to express that pungency, which though biting

to the tongue, is pleasing to the palate, as a

green pickled cucumber for instance, that 1 defy

* A low class of people who inhabit a certain part of

Madrid, from whose ranks the circus get their bull-fighters,

the ladies of the higher circles their beaus, and those of the

lower their bullies. In the third volume of this tale, these

people are described.

t The familiar name for Joseph, the same as Joe in

English.

: The Saint Giles's of Madrid.



204 SANDOVAL ; OR,

the wittiest man alive to say anything more to

the purpose."

The company applauded the wit of this royal

sally almost as much as the Intendenta, and

each commented on the word green separately,

Sandoval excepted, who was too much amused

with the fruitless efforts at ingenuity of some of

the guests in finding out new meanings, to put

his own invention to the rack. The conversa-

tion now shifted to another subject, to which

our hero listened with greater interest, as it con-

cerned him more immediately. " What pur-

chases did you make at Don Fabricio SandovaFs

sale.''" inquired an elderly man of the canon

who sat at the top of the table.

" None of any importance," he answered,

" and the reason of it was, that half an hour be-

fore I went in, almost all Don Fabricio's estates

had been knocked down to Don Aniceto Arti-

mana, he being the only bidder there at the

moment they were put to sale, though afterwards

the house overflowed with people."
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" It is pretty clear," said another gentleman,

" that it was previously so arranged ; but though

the house was afterwards crowded to excess, it

was curiosity chiefly that attracted us there. All

those whom I spoke to seemed impressed with a

strong sense of the injustice and illegality of the

sale, and would not become the spoilers of an

honourable man, from whom we have only re-

ceived benefits, even if the property had been

offered them for nothino;. This was not the

case with Don Aniceto Artimaua, whose personal

interests are too much identified with the exist-

ence of the present order of things, to feel

scrupulous at buying estates, for which he

did not deposit a real, and which will not

cost him an acorn. Indeed, it was whispered

about the room, that it had been agreed upon,

between him and the Intendant, to refuse their

sanction * to any other bidder, should their con-

* In similar public sales, both the Intendant and the

Commissioner of Finance have the power to refuse giving

their sanction to the sale, which they are sure to do, if it

interfered with their interests, and this small inconvenience

is thought by many a sufficient reason for not becoming

bidders on such occasions.
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trivance fail ; but they need not have feared that,

as it would have been dangerous for any man

to show he had large sums of money in his pos-

session, and still more dangerous to have depo-

sited them in their hands, consequently none of

those who might on this occasion have been

willing to become purchasers would then step

forward."

" Do you recollect," inquired the other gen-

tleman, " for what sum Don Fabricio's principal

estate on the banks of the Ebro was knocked

down ?"

" For a trifle," replied he, " for half a mil-

lion of reals,* which I am sure is no more than

what the estate produces annually. But had

the sale been at the full value of the estate, it

would have been all one ; the public treasury

would not have become richer than it will now ;

for 'tis all a farce, and that is the truth of the

story."

The little spy did not allow one word of this

* Five thousand pounds.
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precious conversation to be lost. He took notes

of it as slily as possible in a pocket-book, wliich

he held on his lap, and which was' concealed

from his neighbours by the table, while to them

he appeared dozing, and altogether heedless of

what the speaker said.

After some other observations from the priests

who were present, in favour of the measures of

government, and some replies from those who

disapproved of them, grace was said, and the

whole party rose from table, and, like a com-

munity of monks, retired at the same time to

bed.

As on that night the house was particularly

full, and all the private chambers were pre-

viously occupied, three of the travelling fair

ones were obliged to sleep in the long room, a

circumstance not at all uncommon in Spanish

inns. To obviate the inconveniencies that might

result from eight persons of both sexes undress-

ing in the same room, the single lamp which

hung in the middle of the chamber, and which

shed a faint glimmering around, was, according
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to custom, put out just when both ladies and

gentlemen had disencumbered themselves of

their very exterior habiliments, leaving them in

the dark to complete their vmdress ; a plan to

which, as good travellers, they all seemed pretty

well used.

A ludicrous occurrence, however, took place

in the course of the night, which we shall at-

tempt to describe to our readers, only to show

the inconvenience of a long room with more

beds than one. About midnight, our friend

the canon, who had left the apartment a little

time previous, on his return, (whether wilfully

or by mistake, we are unable to say,) jumped

into the bed of the Intendenta, who, startled by

the unexpected weight that fell on her, ima-

gined in her drowsy fright that the beams of

the ceiling were coming down, and screamed

out so lustiiy, that the canon thought it more

prudent to remove himself to- another bed.

Unfortunately for him, the one he came to next

was also occupied by a female traveller, who,

awakened by the shrieks of the Intendenta,
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was sitting up in her bed, half dying with

fright, though fCilly determined to defend her-

self to the last, should the attack extend so far

as her bed, when this strange body came in con-

tact with her's. As she held her hands in

readiness, and he fell with his head foremost,

her nails fastened on his face, and she in-

flicted some deep gashes upon the fleshy part

of it, his natural wig, also, suffering considerable

injury in the scuffle, while he, anxious only to

be released from the grasp of this tigress, who

kept him fast by the neck, strove to get away

by most ungallantly returning her favours by

sundry cuffs and buffetings, till he succeeded

in disengaging himself from her hold. Mean-

time, her shrieks raised the cry of " light,

light !" in the room ; at wliich our canon, afraid

of being discovered, leapt, like a grasshopper,

from bed to bed, bruising and frightening every

inmate, till, reaching his own, he got in, and

lay very snugly, though not in any condition to

enjoy the confusion he had thus raised.
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When the hght came, all the travellers were

seen sitting up in their respective beds, with

a different expression of countenance ; some ma-

nifesting affright, others eager curiosity, and

the more distant a malicious look of suspicion.

One lady, however, was missing ; but after a

strict search, she was found under her own bed,

trembling like an aspen leaf with terror and

dismay. She was the same who had fought

it out so bravely with the canon, and who,

notwithstanding her success, had taken refuge

there to avoid a second engagement ; but as her

antagonist had so well escaped detection, and

no one avowed himself the author of this uproar,

the majority of her chamber companions, sus-

pecting some intrigue in the case, began reprov-

ing her most severely for what they called her

impropriety, particularly the canon, who shewed

his scratched face in token of the sufferings he

had undergone in the cause of virtue.

The lady protested, with tears in her eyes,

to heaven and earth, that she was innocent, and
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that, far from havinfr assaulted any one in the

room, she had herself been most inhumanly

beaten ; but she was not to be believed upon her

bare assertion ; for, as the canon said, "It was

enough she was the wife of a liberal to be prone

to mischief, which his face could prove.'*' At

last the generous Sandoval, who read her in-

nocence in her distress, resolved to take the

blame upon himself, and assured the party, that

they were wrong in their suspicions; for, that

he alone had caused the uproar, having had

occasion to go out, and mistaken another bed

for his own on his return. This explanation,

though far from satisfying the majority, had

the effect of putting an end to their repri-

mands, if it did not actually restore their opi-

nion of the lady's virtue ; but the Intendenta

told him she VN'ould never forcj-ive him for his

rude conduct to herself.
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CHAPTER IX.

O L d ! thou kens what zeal I bear,

When drinkers drink, and swearers swear.

And singin' here, and dancin' there,

Wl' great an' sma';

But I am keepitby Uiy fear,

Frae 'mang them a'!

But yet, O L d ! confess I must.

At times I am fash'd wi' fleslily lust.

An' sometimes too in warlJly trust,

Vile self gets in ;

But thou remembers we are dust

Defil'd in sin,

B(ifi.NS

Whilst our hero tries to make up for the

time lost, by the interruption caused by the

canon, it may not be amiss to shift the scene to

the Dominican convent, whither the father con-

fessor, and his nephew Artimaua directed their

steps soon after leaving Don Antonio's house.
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The religious gloom of the long cloisters,

lighted at intervals by oil lamps, whose light

revealed on the walls the atrocious deeds of

the great founder of the order, represented on

the various pictures which decorated them, was

in perfect harmony with the dark broodings of

the personages who glided silently through

their windings. Herfe was seen, painted in

colours which made the figures start from the

canvass, the horrific scene of slaughter which

took place when that savage fanatic Castelnovo,

at the head of his blood hounds, entered a

Huguenot's church at Toulouse, and massacred

in cold blood above two thousand individuals of

all ages, sexes, and conditions, who had taken

refuge within its sacred precincts. Here they

were represented plunging their daggers into

the breast of the terrified mother, Avho clasped

her innocent infant, in her arms—or the defence-

less old man, who, kneeling with hands uplifted

to heaven, resigned his spirit into those of his

creator—or the weeping virgin, whose tears and

innocence procured her no exemption from the
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general doom—while each of the murderers held

a crucifix in his left hand, and shouted in savage

rapture, that his massacres were for the glory of

God ! Further on, the flames of the faith were

seen consuming scores of human beings, and St.

Dominic, seated under a rich canopy, and sur-

rounded by his satellites, gazed on the horrific

spectacle with a fiendish joy, that passed for

celestial. In another picture his colleague,

Castelnovo, was seen with arrogant and savage

demeanor, treading on the neck of the conquered

Count of Toulouse, who, dressed in his peni-

tential habit, lay prostrate at his feet. Thus

every picture that presented itself was fraught

with horror and crime ; and yet they all hung

there, as if they were supposed to present models

of conduct for the disciples of those atrocious

fanatics, whom the church of Rome has ca-

nonized as saints. Is it to be wondered at,

then, if these men thirst after blood, and pant

after crime ?

Having left behind these gloomy cloisters,

the uncle and nephew mounted a handsome
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Stone staircase, illuminated with magnificent

candelabras, and -decorated with finely carved

figures of saints and virgins placed in niches,

which brought them to a capacious corridor,

supported by a handsome colonnade, on the

opposite side of which were the doors of the

monks'" cells. In approaching the middle of

the cloister, the father drew from his pocket

a key, and opened one of the doors, caie-

fully locking it inside as they entered. They

then went first into a sort of ante-room, neatly

fitted up, and afterwards into a more hand-

some one, having all- round it m.ahogany book-

cases, with glass doors, containing well bound

books, and surmounted with plaster and stone

busts of learned monks. On one side of this

room was a bureau of modern workmanship,

with a comfortable arm-chair before it, and on

the other a kind of desk, on which lay open

before an ivory crucifix and two wax tapersj

fixed on silver candlesticks, a large book of

prayers, and at the foot of the desk a fine silk

cushion for the knees. In the middle of the
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room stood a round table, moving on brass

wheels, on which a handsome lamp was burning.

" Now, my dear Aniceto," cried the uncle,

throwing both his black cloak and white habit

aside, and remaining in a short jacket, black

breeches, and silk stockings, " put aside your

hat, sword, and cane, and let us see if there be

in my covers anything to do penance upon."

He then went into an inner room, and returned

loaded with a large tray, on which was a roasted

capon, a small barrel of pickled oysters, a nice

dried tongue, cheese, a dish of sallad, and seve-

ral plates presenting pyramids of rich fruits.

—

" Hold up that lamp, and let me spread the

table-cloth," said he, " for we must mortify

ourselves comfortably. And now, if you go

into the next room, you will find in the lower

covers half a dozen bottles of wine ; bring them

all here, to add a bitter draught to our mastica-

tory sufFerings."

The nephew obeyed, and when all was ready,

they both sat down to do their duty, the one,

as a good monk, and the other, as an unworthy
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sinner. " This is performing penance like

Clixistians," said the nephew, with a grin, which

he meant for a smile, " to eat on a Friday meat

and fish, is showing that we understand the pre-

cepts of our mother church tolerably well."

" Aye," cried the monk, " had you not come

to partake of it here, I should have gone to our

prior's cell to do as much there; but let us

moisten the capon with a bumper of Valdepe-

Sas ;* for though a dry wine in itself, it relishes

well after poultry."

" With all my heart," said the nephew, " but

do you know, I should drink it with greater plea-

sure were we now at Madrid, you as Confessor

to the King, and I as Minister of Police ?"

" All in due time,'' returned his Reverence,

" we must not pull the bow-string too tight,

for fear it snaps, and there may be a difficulty

in mending it. The cry raised in this town at

* The Valdepeiias wine is considered in Spain as one of

the best. It is grown in La Mancha, and is much in use

at Madrid ; but is an expensive article in the more distant

provinces.

VOL. I. L
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your nomination of Comisionado Regio is a

pretty proof of ray assertion, and had it not

been for my friend Ostolaza,* who supported

my claims with the king so strenuously, 'tis

certain you would have continued a spy all your

life. Now, however, with prudence and perse-

verance, we are pretty sure to succeed in climb-

ing to the top of the wheel ; but in so doing we

should not forget, that when once we have got

a footing, we must take care that those go down

who have lent us a hand. This is a sine qua

non among courtiers."

" That will be the least part of the difficulty,"

said the nephew, " let me once get to the top,

and the devil himself runs a chance of cutting a

caper with his head foremost."

" 1 believe thee, my worthy nephew," cried

his Reverence, " but to change the subject

—

Do you know that this arrival of Don Fabricio's

eldest son may be fatal to your hopes?"

* Ostolaza was, at the epoch here alluded to, the King's

Confessor. His life was a tissue of villainy and immo-

rality, so much so, that the Inquisition itself was obliged

to interfere. He died in one of its cells.
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" I am inclined to think it may be so, as his

presence must contribute to fan a flame which

already rages too wildly in Gabriela's bosom, to

promise myself any success ; and I really don't

see how we can oblige her to f>ive her consent to

our marriage, unless the young man is disposed

of in some way or other.''

" The same thought has struck me," cried

the uncle, "but stay—let us first clearly un-

derstand our object. Is Gabriela's hand so

necessary to your happiness ? and should we not

gain our principal point by getting possession of

the old man's property ?"

" I should be deceiving you," replied Arti-

mana," " were I to say, that I feel for Gabriela

that sort of love which involves a man's happi-

ness. That is a thing of which I have not the

least notion ; and which, therefore, I cannot

feel. But her charms. Sir, her charms—that

divine form of hers, that angelic countenance,

those coral lips, that bosom, by heavens !— is

that not worth possessing, eh ?—I know that the

freedom of a bachelor's life, is by far preferable

L 2
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to the ties and shackles of matrimony ; but can

I hope to obtain the one without the other?

Know you not her undaunted firmness of cha-

racter ?"

" You talk like a fool, my dear nephew,"

said the uncle. " Is she the only woman who

has charms? and can you not at this moment

think of a hundred who might rival her in

beauty, and who would think themselves

honoured by receiving your attentions ? Take my

word for it,—wedlock was made for fools only.

It imposes on them the disagreeable necessity of

blindly subscribing to the caprices of women.

It renders them the slaves of the sex, without

increasing their pleasure one iota ; on the con-

trary, it frequently destroys it, and is attended

by never ending vexations. Then come the

brats,— the pretty dears ! with their cries

and shrieks, their slaverings and filth, more of

the charms of matrimony ! Who, in the name of

Lucifer, can think of it seriously, and in his"

senses ?—Believe me, all we ought to be eager

about, is to ensure a permanent fund, which
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may furnish us with every worldly comfort ; and

this I think we can obtain, by persuading Don

Antonio to get Gabriela into a convent, and

adopt you as his son. The old man's natural

weakness and great deference to my advice, and

Doiia Angela's blindness for any thing I pro-

pose, will greatly facilitate the success of this

plan. Thus the existence of young Sandoval,

or even his residence at Logrono, can be of little

importance to us; but should it prove otherwise,

we can then recur to the means which happily

enough are in our power."

On the uncle concluding this eulogy on matri-

mony, the nephew, who, as we have already

remarked, had not even a suppositious father

to boast of, did not altogether dislike the idea of

becoming the adopted son of a man of the rank

and character of Don Antonio Lanza, con-

sequently, he not only approved his uncle's plan,

but made a long panegyric upon his wisdom and

foresight. After this, he expatiated on the ex-

cellent purchase which his friend the Intendant

had made for him.—" He will get half the
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property," added he, " but it is no bad job to

secure for ourselves the other half, without pay-

ing down a single real. But do you know, I was

afraid the second son of Don Fabricio Sandoval

would have put in his protest, and baffled our

plans ; for he has powerful friends at court, and

his well known loyalty gives him claims which

could not fail to meet with attention."

" You know him not," said the monk, " if

you thought he would have taken such a step.

Thanks to me, I have inspired him with sufficient

disinterestedness for the things of this world,

that he should ever entertain such a thought.

What I most dreaded from him, was his deter-

mination to secure it for his eldest brother, which

I was obliged to combat with every imaginable

argument. Many his fanaticism, fortunately,

furnished me with, and to these he at length

yielded."

While this edifying conversation lasted, the

uncle and nephew had demolished the greatest

part of the capon and tongue, emptied half the

barrel of oysters, swallowed a great part of the
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cheese and salad, made deep inroads on the fruit

dishes, and did not forget the wine, of which four

bottles had been already discussed. Notwith-

standing this, they were on the point of uncork-

ing the remaining two, when a knock at the

outer door stopped their proceedings,—
'' Zounds !" exclaimed the monk, rising ab-

ruptly from table, and running to the corner of

the room where he had thrown his habit, which

he put on in a great hurry—" in the name of

the foul fiend ! who comes to disturb our medi-

tations, and prevent us from finishing our wine ?

Whoever it be, I wish him at the devil.—How-

ever, kick that table into the next room,—remove

those bottles,—light the tapers on my prayer-

desk—and get thee gone to my bed-room, while

I go through my usual farce.—Who comes at

tliis hour of night to interrupt my prayers ?"

added he loud enough to be heard outside, and

winking at his nephew, who retired grinning

and shrugging up his shoulders into the bed

room.

*' Fermin Sandoval, reverend father, who
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is anxious to consult you on a point of con-

science."

" Curse the conscientious fool !'' ejaculated

his Reverence, and going towards the door,

opened it, and said—" Come in, my son, I am

always glad to see thee, but particularly when

tormented by the world, the flesh, or the devil,

thou comest to fortify thyself against their

temptations. What snares have they now spread

against thee, my son .?"

Fermin, whose well formed features were

overcast with an expression of deep melancholy,

knelt and kissed his hand reverentially, " I see

father," said he, " I have interrupted your

devotions. You were at your prayer desk, and

I, sinner that I am ! who, like you, ought to

have been praying to the Almighty to give me

wisdom and fortitude, have been sinfully strug-

gling against your commands, and cavilling at

your good advice. Forgive me, father, if I of-

fend you, but I must follow a different conduct

towards my brother from that which you pointed

out. I must see him,—I must console him,

—
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he is wretchedly unhappy, Reverend father, and

I cannot stifle the voice of nature, nay, that of

conscience. To comfort the afflicted is a chris-

tian virtue, 'tis a precept enjoined upon us by

our blessed Saviour, (crossing himself.) I am

sinning against it by delaying, even an instant,

to offer my unhappy brother the consolation he

stands so much in need of. My heart bleeds to

think, that abandoned as he is by the whole

world, he should be so likewise by me,—great

God !' added he lifting his hands to heaven,

*' can'st thou demand of me such a painful

sacrifice
?*"

'• He doth," said the monk sternly, '*' rebel-

lious youth ! Did he not ask a greater one from

Abraham ? How is your unhappy brother to

be brought into the path of righteousness, if

while following that of sin and guilt, he see not

the finger of God marking his destruction ?

Wouldst thoUj then, act against his express

commands, and oppose thy will to his ? Reflect

on the enormity of such a sin—reflect, and then

talk of your sacrifices.""

L 3
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At these words the unfortunate Fermin, who

still was kneeling at the monk's feet, seemed to

shrink into the earth. " Father," he cried,

wringing his hands in agony, and lifting up his

large hazel eyes filled with tears, " I am a most

unhappy, a most wretched being. I can find in

my heart no power to withstand the cry raised

there by nature and compassion. What shall I

do, father, what shall I do ?"

" Pray, my son, pray to God that he may

give thee fortitude to bear up with these little

human tribulations, and resolution sufficient to

obey his sacred commands,'"" said the monk,

with a softened tone of voice, adding, after some

minutes silence, during wliich Fermin lay with

his forehead touching the ground, absorbed in

prayer, " now my son, thou wilt find all the

efforts of obstinacy and disobedience of no

avail against thy good resolutions. May the

blessing of God be with thee, for I must to

my prayers, in which thou shalt not be for-

gotten."

" Thanks, father, thanks," said Fermin, fer-
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vently kissing his hand, and immediately leaving

the cell.

" Zounds !'' said the monk, as Antima^"a

came out from his hiding place, " that bigot of

a youth gives me more trouble than half-a-dozen

old devotees, and pays not so well as one of

them. Always teazing me with his scruples,

and his conscience, and disturbing my hours of

quiet and enjoyment. However, he is a useful

tool in our hands, and we must have some re-

gard for him, for were he our enemy, the

resolution and firmness of his character alone

would be sufficient to overturn our best con-

certed plans. But you have no idea how much

I have laboured to mould him to my will, and

induce him to act towards his father and brother

as suited our views. Were it not for that su-

perstitious awe of the church's commands, with

which from his infancy we inspired him, and

which renders him the weakest of creatures in

our hands, it is certain he would be quite

unmanageable."

^ There is a haughtiness about him which I
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do not altogether like," said the nephew; "he

pays me no deference whatever, and there is in

his look something so imposing, that I actually

tremble when I gaze steadily at his face."

" 'Tis a good conscience and an upright heart

which give a man that look, you fool !" cried

the monk sneeringly, " don't you know that ?

But go into the next room, and fetch a couple

of bottles of the old Santo Domingo, our blessed

patron, whose sanctity brings many a cask into

our cellars.'*

'"• Aye," said the nephew, rising to obey him,

" that it does ; but if we are to believe what

some.of 3'^our grave brethren say about your

blessed patron, had his rules been followed up,

I should find you now in some cave regaling

yourself witli a few water-cresses, a piece of

brown bread, and a jug of pure water, instead

of seeing you here mortifying yourself in the

rigid manner you have done to-night."

" I'll be hanged if you had," cried the

monk; " I would sooner have shouldered a

musket, and joined one of the errant tribes of

I
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gipsies, than be an anchorite a single hour ;

and I think had those rules been observed, few

of my brethren would have shewn so much par-

tiality for the cloister ; living secluded from the

world and its comforts, working and praying

night and day, (which our great patron recom-

mended as necessary duties,) was not a rule

made for his disciples, nor for himself either,

though he made it."

" What I liked in your patron," said Arti-

mana, as he returned loaded with the bottles,

was his sang froid at seeing heretics roasted.

One would think he fed upon the smell of an

auto-da-fe, so fond was he of the treat."

" He certainly had some good points in him,"

cried the monk, " that maxim of his, which

none had yet dared to advance, and which now

forms the ground work of our conduct, was evi-

dently founded on a deep knowledge of human

nature, and showed him to be a man of fore-

sight."

"Do you mean," enquired the nephew, " when

unsheathing his dagger, he threw aside the scab-
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bard, and requested his comrades to do the

same ; saying, they would want it no more, as

either they or the enemies of God must be ex-

terminated ; for there was a light abroad, which

could not be extinguished, unless by putting out

hfe
?''

*' Aye, I see you have not forgotten his

apophthegm, my worthy disciple. Keep it in

mind my boy, and, depend upon it, we shall have

little to fear from those idiots the liberals, who

boast of being more enhghtened than ourselves.

But now let us finish our wine, that we may go

to our nocturnal carol at our httle witch''s, and

be able to perform it with becoming spirit.''

A detail of the debauch which took place at

the house of the little witch, as his Reverence

called his mistress, would set in a still stronger

light the life and morals of the Spanish monks

of the present age ; but we shall not forget that

these pages are intended for an English public,

and that such an exposure could not but be

highly offensive to public decency, and an insult

to our readers. We must, however, be allowed
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to make here a fe»v observations on another

matter.

A multitude of writers have asserted, that the

monastic state was instituted for the purpose of

reviving and perpetuating among us the purity

of morals of the first Christians. St. Jerome

himself says, that the life led by the monks of

his own times was the same as that of the former

;

and, indeed, never did the spirit of poverty and

disinterestedness, wliich are the best tokens of a

contemplative life, shine forth with greater

splendour than at the very birth of Christianity.

But where shall we now look for that primi-

tive perfection ? Is it in those magnificent mo-

nasteries that resemble, by the grandeur and

splendour of their architecture the majestic

palaces of kings, rather than the humble asy-

lums of innocence and virtue? Is it in those

hospederias* of their monasteries, which are per-

petually crowded with wealthy ladies and gen-

* Houses kept at the expence of religious communities

for the reception and accommodation of travellers and

strangers.
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tlemen, who, either through devotion for their

patron saint, or friendship for the abbot, or

prompted by their own interests, go to pay their

court to him, and spend in those delightful re-

treats a day of mirth and amusement ; the whole

forming the strongest contrast with the deep

silence that reigns in the interior of the cloisters?

— Or is it in those numerous country houses,

and commodious town dwellings, which are the

ordinary residences of their proctors, who are

incessantly watching over the interests of the

community, putting in claims the most distant,

and involving people of slender fortunes in long

and expensive law suits, frequently without a

glimpse of right on their side, in order to ac-

complish their own objects?

In surveying, one by one, the innumerable

monasteries in Spain, we shall find that even the

wealthiest grandee cannot compete with them in

objects of mere luxury ; such, doubtless, are

those thick, shady, and neatly lopped planta-

tions which generally surround their convents

;

those interior extensive gardens, thickly studded
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with all kinds of fruit-trees, and offering to the

sight a scene no less beautiful than useful and

agreeable ; and lastly, those reservoirs filled

with eels, tench, trouts, crawfish, and fresh

water tortoises, which though seldom appearing

on the tables of their refectories, are to be found

in those of their cells, and particularly in that

of the Senor Ahad, who never fails to regale

his guests and protectors with the choicest of

these dainties. But what shall we say of those

capacious and numerous granaries, which seem

every moment ready to sink under the immense

weight of the corn collected from their lands

and tithes ?—of those extensive subterraneous

caves, in which the most exquisite wines of

Europe are annually laid up in prodigious and

almost incredible quantities ?—of those magnifi-

cent stables, always well furnished with horses

and mules of the best breed, height, and value ?

—of those extensive pasture grounds and rich

meadows, which are stocked with thousands of

all sorts of cattle }—and, lastly, of the commerce

they make of all these articles, which if not
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quite in accordance with their vows of poverty,

is at least sufficiently lucrative to compensate

for the sacrifice of principle?

We own, that on seeing such wealthy patri-

monies enjoyed by men, who have renounced the

vanities and comforts of this perishable world,

to occupy themselves only with the blessings of

the world to come, it is only after considerable

friction of our temples, and many looks up to

the ceiling that we can hit upon any answer

which may be likely to satisfy our readers.

*' If, we at length say to ourselves, our Savioiir

had travelled about the world with the pomp

and ostentation of some of the abbots and gene-

rals of the Spanish monasteries, he certainly

would not have found the search for disciples to

assist him in preaching and propagating his

divine doctrines such a difficult matter ; but his

laborious life, his poverty, and the rigid morality

of his conduct, are no longer in fashion, and,

consequently, a travelling stick, instead of a

comfortable carriage, or a good-paced horse, a

single tunic, instead of cambric linen and silk
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habits, and for food some fish, or a piece of

honey-comb, instead of every delicacy that

wealth can procure, would not at all fall in with

the notions of our modern recluses. Yet, Jesus

Christ and his apostles, though poor, ill fed,

and covered with dust, no sooner entered a town

and commenced preaching their doctrine, than

the hearts of their hearers were filled with com-

punction, and they became meek and humble,

while the fine carriages, retinue, pomp, rich

crosses, and pectorals of the thrice happy mo-

dem abbots, are more likely to inspire pride and

vanity into their flocks, and introduce effemi-

nacy, dissipation, and voluptuousness among

their brethren, than the love of retirement,

poverty, and meditation on heavenly things."
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CHAPTER X.

" If I'm desi(;n'd yon Inrdling's slave.

By nature's lnw design'd.

Why was an independent wish

E'er planted in my mind?

If not, why am I subject to

His cruelty or scorn ?

Or why has man the will and pow'r

To make his fellow mourn ?"

Burns.

Returning now to our hero, whom we left

in the long room, endeavouring to bury in sleep

the memory of that day's misfortunes, we shall

find, that as soon as the day dawned, after

having spent a sleepless night, his mind per-

petually wandering from disappointments past,

to painful anticipations of the future, he rose,

in the hope of escaping the bitter recollections

which during the lonely hours of repose had

haunted his imagination, and immediately di-
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rected his steps towards the abode of his father's

friend, which, as we have already observed, was

by the river side.

As he approached it through a vineyard, oc-

casionally interspersed with olive trees, he could

not help admiring the neatness and corafort

that reigned around it. Two little hedges

formed of rosemary and laurel led to the door

of the hut, on each side of which, and encir-

cling the only two windows of which it could

boast, a number of jessamines and rose trees

spread their flowery stems, and perfumed the

air around. On the left side of the hut, and

facing the south, was a little bee-house, with

two rows of hives ; and on the right, a small

shed, the walls of which were hung with nets

of different sizes and forms, fish-baskets, large

hooks, ropes, and two or three broken oars.

Between the two beams that supported the

angular covering of the shed, lay a small boat,

which completed the fisherman's chattels.

As Sandoval approached the door of the hut,

he was met by a dog, who ran out barking hos-
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pitably, and wagging his tail in a manner which

indicated peaceful intentions. He was followed

by a man clad in the dress of a common pea-

sant, but in whose countenance Sandoval thought

he could discern a person of superior intellect.

He had a high forehead, strongly marked by a

thick line, which seemed to separate it into two

orbits, an aquiline nose, a well-formed mouth,

large, dark, expressive eyes, and a complexion

rather tanned with exposure to the sun and air.

Its expression, however, was that of thought-

fulness and melancholy, and at first sight seemed

marked by coldness and reserve. He was of

middle stature, but his gait was far above the

humble costume he wore. He stepped firmly,

presented an elevated chest, and carried his

head high. Upon the whole, his person and

features were sufficiently prepossessing to in-

terest Sandoval from the first moment of his

appearance. He advanced towards him, and

enquired if his name was not Anselmo ?—
" Even so," said he, " what is your pleasure,

Sir .?"



THE FREEMASON. 239

Sandoval drew from his pocket his fathers

letter—" I understand," said he, " you are a

friend of the writer of this letter, I am his son.'*

Anselmo glanced rapidly over its contents,

and welcomed him to his hut with the warmth

and cordiality of one who sees a friend he loves

and esteems, " You are come at an unhappy

moment," added he, " and I lament the nu-

merous disappointments which have thus

crowded upon you ; but remember your fa-

ther's advice ; let not your afflictions enervate

your courage, and deprive you of the power of

fighting in your country's cause. If we tri-

umph, all may yet be well."

Saying this he invited him to repose himself

awhile in his habitation, the interior of which

corresponded in every respect with its exterior.

There was nothino- unbecominor a fisherman's

hut ; but it breathed the same cleanliness and

comfort. Two wooden chairs were placed on

each side of a large hearth, on which a cheerful

fire of vine shoots was blazing, to prepare his

breakfast ; in the middle of the room stood a



240 SANDOVAL; OR,

clean deal table, over which a candil* hung

from the end of an iron hook fixed to the ceil-

ing. A kind of dresser constructed of mason

work, on which a few common earthen plates

were arranged in good order, took up the

greatest part of one of the side walls ; whilst

on the opposite, and between the space of the

door and window, there was a large deal box,

in which Anselmo's clothes and linen were con-

tained. Facing the hearth there was a door

communicating with a very small room, which

just admitted Anselmo's bed.

*' Here,'"* said he to Sandoval, who was in-

wardly contrasting Anselmo's manners with his

humble habitation, " I live in a condition ap-

parently bordering on indigence ; but which is

far from being so, since I am contented with

the little I possess. My wants are ievr, and

here I find enough to gratify them. Milk,

honey, eggs, vegetables, fruits, and fish, are

productions which are always within my reach,

* A rude iron lamp.
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and which suffice for my subsistence. A little

vineyard, on which my labours are more suc-

cessfully bestowed than they have been among

my fellow men, yields wine enough for my

consumption, and a glass to spare for any visi-

tor that chance may bring to my hut. So that

far from being indigent, I even possess super-

fluities."

Sandoval expressed his delight at the sim-

plicity and happiness of such a life ; and highly

praised that philosophy, which enabled his friend

thus to reconcile himself to the new condition to

which he had been reduced by the outrages of

an unprincipled faction ; but at the same time

he could not help regretting that a man of his

virtues and acquirements should be thus wasting

his life and talents in obscurity.

"" Were those outrages confined to myself

alone,"" replied Anselmo, " I should think

lightly of them ; but shared as they are by

every honourable man in the land, and by the

majority of my countrymen, they become at

times very irksome, and not a night elapses but

VOL. 1. M
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my pillow is wetted by my tears. This ex-

treme sensibility may, perhaps, be thought un-

])hilosophical ; but it is not in my nature, edu-

cation, or habits, to be indifferent to the evils

which afHict our country. I was brought up

in a manner that necessarily called my reason-

ing faculties into action. The father, who

educated me, died a victim to his liberal prin-

ciples in the dungeons of the Holy Office of

Zaragoza. The persecutions he endured, the

early notions I imbibed of our common rights

from the perusal of the best English and French

works on these subjects, and my constant strug-

gles with the enemies of reason and humanity,

cannot be cancelled at my age. The love of

our country has become deeply rooted in mv

breast, it forms a vital part of my existence,

and is always foremost in my thoughts. Were

I convinced that the restoration of liberty in

our land was a visionary scheme, wliich I am

far from beheving, still my efforts would be

unremitting, and, hke my ancestors, I would fall

in support of our rights I am only sorry that
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the enemies we have to fight will not face us

honestly, and that their ferocity and oppression

force the undaunted friends of freedom to resort

to means which they alone can practice with

success. "We must have recourse to secrecy

and nocturnal meetings, to binding oaths, and

disguises, in a word to means which I despise,

as much as I hate ; but to whicli we all must

conform, as no other are now left in our hands

to oppose to our powerful and treacherous

CTiemies."

Sandoval lamented the fatal change brought

about after tlie glorious termination of the strug-

gle in which Spain had been engaged. " It was

my firm opinion,'' said he, " that independence

was the surest forerunner of liberty ; and fondly

did I hope it might prove so in this instance

;

for a nation that is roused to a sense of its own

dignity, and sensible of the blessings accruing

fi-oni the former, is in a fit state to understand

those arising from the latter. Nay, they are

linked together ; and nothing is more natural to

the mind of man, than the application of a ge-

M 2
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neral principle to an individual one belonging to

the same class. If a man knows that the reason

of his taking up arms against a foreign enemy,

is to preserve the property he possesses, and ta

avoid becoming a slave, he must necessarily know

that that property is Ms own, and that no one

but himself has a right to any part of it, unless

it be by his consent ; as likewise that he is his

own master, and no one has a controul over him

as long as he is just to others. Then, how easy

it is to make that man understand that the do-

mestic tyrant, who claims his property and his

person as if it were his own, is no less rapacious

and unjust than the foreigner who comes into

his country for a similar object .''—How then our

countrymen have allowed themselves to be bereft

of their already well established, and well un-

derstood rights, is a paradox to me."

" I differ from you in believing they were

well understood," said Anselmo; "if they had

been so, nothing could have overturned them ;

for it is not in human nature to yield up advan-

tages of whiqh one is sensible, for inevitable ruin.
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Those riolits were well understood at Cadiz*

and hence Cadiz -offered a formal resistance to

the establishment of an absolute king ; but in

the provinces, particularly in those where the

French had swayed, nothing was known of

them. The Constitution was a word, which

during the struggle had but just reached them;

but the advantages which might be derived from

it were totally unknown to them. The name of

the king, on the contrary, was tlieir watch-word ;

and for the king, the majority of the people

declared as soon as he proscribed the Constitu-

tion. It is the government of the Cortes we

ought rather to blame, for foolishly imagining

that the moral beauty of their system was of

itself sufficient to ensure our liberties. Those

who had then the power in their hands ought,

as soon as they discovered that Ferdinand would

be content with nothinor short of absolute mo-

narchy, to have employed it in maintaining our

rights against this domestic intruder, instead of

endeavouring to suppress the just indignation

of those who were willine- to stake their lives
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and fortunes in their defence. The perjury of

one or two generals would then have rendered

our triumph more complete. But, my young

friend," added he hurriedly, "the past cannot

be recalled ; at most it may serve as a living

monument of our folly to avoid committing it

again."

He then invited him to partake of his humble

breakfast, w-hich consisted of some fish, caught

earlv that morning, milk, and honey, and some

excellent fruit, which Sandoval relished, both on

account of his naturally good appetite, and the

pleasure of taking it with a man whose principles

were in perfect harmony with his own, and from

whose conversation he derived no less pleasure

tlian instruction. When the breakfast was over,

Anselmo's avocation oblioring him to attend to

other pursuits, he prepared himself to take leave

of his friend, requesting his presence at a meet-

ing of some good friends of freedom, who were

to assemble in his hut precisely at midnight, to

talk over some of their plans, and read the cor-

respondence which they expected by that day's
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post. " As you already belong to our society,

you need not fear the terrifying tri.ils of initia-

tion," added he with a smile, " it shall only be

a presentation, at which the most we shall re-

quii'e of you will be the security of yourhonour.

When, some months ago, our enemies were plot-

ting in their bloody conventicles the ruin of

their country, they always required from those

who became their associates to take the mur-

derer's dagger in one band, and the crucifix in

the other, and swear that they were willing and

ready, not only to sacrifice to the wish of their

chiefs their social affections ; but to spill the

blood of their dearest relatives, if the atrocious

ci'ime were commanded. Our morality differs

as widely from theirs as our political creed ;

tlierefore, we shall not bid you go and stab your

brother to the heart, though he be our inveterate

enemy, the supporter of tyranny, and a disobe-

dient son, all of which are great crimes in our

eyes ; neither shall we ask you to become the

assassin of any man, however cruel and trea-

cherous his conduct may have been towards us.
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We seek not for murderers, but for men of ho-

nour, for men who can steadily look on the tor-

turing wheel of the Inquisitors while it is pre-

paring for them, and who will not allow a sign of

weakness to escape them while their limbs are

torn asunder by the executioner. If, as I thinks,

you have a soul endowed with sufficient firmness

to do this, you will feel a pleasure in meeting

with other men who are all resolved to sacrifice

their lives for their country, and to undergo the

greatest sufferings and privations in her cause.

Sandoval assured Anselmo of the delight he

would feel at becoming the associate of such

patriotic spirits, adding that his devotion for the

cause of his country being founded both on

principle and filial duty, he was ready to sa,cri-

fice to it his repose and his life. " We are not

yet so far advanced in our plans,'' said Anselmo,

as he took a final leave of him, " as to require

the last of those sacrifices; but I doubt not,

when the hour arrives, you will, if necessary,

cheerfully make good your word. Adieu, then,

till to-night, at twelve precisely."
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In fact, until this epoch, nothing had yet been

done by the patriots to establish a regular system

of communication by means of secret societies.

Scattered about the country, weakened, and dis-

couraged by the destructive proceedings of their

adversaries, a few of them, at most, assembled

in private houses and secret places, to communi-

cate to each other the news they received from

their dispersed friends. The freemasons' lodges,

which became afterwards the bonds of union

with the Hberal party, were at the moment here

alluded to few in number, and very contracted

in tlieir object ; but even before the king's re-

turn their influence had been very inconsi-

derable. Freemasonry, in Spain, previous to

Napoleon's invasion, was confined only to a few

individuals, who had been accepted masons in

foreign lodges. The intercourse with both

French and English freemasons, who went to

Spain on account of the war, caused that number

to be augmented, though by no means so greatly

as might have been expected. The first attempt

at forming a grand Spanish Orient was made by

M 3
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those Spaniards who were attached to the party

of king Joseph ; and who, aided by their Gallic

friends, succeeded in nominally establishing it.

Their numbers increased in proportion as their

party gained ground ; but their object in making

new proselytes, was principally to give strength

to their faction, and obtain mutual assistance

from each other in whatever difficulties, either

personal or political, they might find themselves

involved. At about the same period, and soon

after the promulgation of the Constitution, those

liberals who were at Cadiz, and who belonged

to that society, formed also a kind of lodge, the

object of which was merely to prevent the ser-

viles from obtaining a preponderance in the ad-

ministration ; but neither these masons, nor those

belonging to the same party who were scattered

about the country in the different armies, had

among themselves any bond of union, or deter-

mined political object. This fact was well

know to the servile faction ; yet on the king's

return to Spain, unwilling to forget that it was

owing to the efforts of some of the freemasons
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•that they had failed in obtaining, during the

time they were at Cadiz, Avhat they so much

panted after, namely, a preponderance in the

government, they, in conjunction with the be-

loved Ferdinand, the Grand Inquisitor, and our

Holy Father, the Pope, fulminated a decree

against the freemasons, in which, as the holy

Inquisitors themselves expressed it, " AVe

henceforth offer to receive xvith open arms, and

all that tenderness which has always charac-

terized our ministry, those who, witliin the space

of fifteen days from the date of this decree,

shall spontaneously and voluntarily denounce

themselves to us ; but if any person (which God

forbid !) persist in following the road to perdition,

we shall employ, to our great regret, rigour, and

severity, causing the pains and penalties of the

civil and canonical lav/s to be inflicted on the

offenders." It is needless to add, tliat this de-

cree was followed by numerous arrests througii-

out the Peninsula ; and that, even some of those

persons fiuspccted of bemg suspicious in this

respect, were unfortunate enough to be received
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"• in the open arms" of the holy Inquisitors,

whose embraces we can compare only to the

loving coil of the boa constrictor, or the more

rapturous clasp of the African tyger.

But to return to our hero. Having arranged

with Anselmo how he was to get down to his

hilt at that late hour of the night, when the city

gates were all closed, he took leave of him, and

walked slowly towards town, in rather better

spirits than he had left it. '" Reduced, by the

present anarchical state of things, to almost the

state of an outcast," said he to himself as he

walked on, " deserted, by former associates,

deprived of the society of an enlightened parent,

and disappointed in my long cherished hopes,

how should I have been able to bear the weight

of life, had I not met in Anselmo a true and

valuable friend, whose society will compensate

for many of those severe losses I have sustained .''

It is a resource and a consolation of which the

despotism of men can never deprive me, at least,

so long as we both inhale the free air."

It must be confessed that there was nothing
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in those hopes very visionary, or unreasonable ;

t)ut the vicissitudes of his life proved that a man

who, like him, existed more for others than for

himself, and who was under the controul of

events, exposed to a thousand crosses and dis-

appointments, had no right to entertain hopes

of any kind, any more than they who are the

slaves of circumstances, or of men—a comfort-

able reflection for him who is in either of these

two predicaments !
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CHAPTER XI.

" Fare thpp wpll! most foul! most fair! farewell!

For thee I'll loelc itp all tlie gates of love,

And on my eyelids let conjecture hang,

To turn all beauty into thoughts of harm.

And never shall it more be gracious.''

Sjiakspeare.

The midnight hour was anxiously expected

by Sandoval ; who, elated at the idea of renew-

ing before other patriots, those vows which he

had a thousand times made within his o\An

breast, felt as if at last they were about to be

carried into effect. Besides, there was in the

expectation of meeting congenial minds, some-

thing delightfully exciting for one, whose heart,

overflowing with social affections, felt the neces-
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sity of expansion. In order, therefore, not to

fail in his appoiritment, as soon as the hour of

departure came, he directed his steps towards

an unfrequented quay, where he was to find a

boat, the management of which was to be un-

dertaken by his servant Roque, who was an ex-

cellent rower ; but who, on this occasion, accom-

panied his master with some reluctance, having

heard people say, that spirits slept in the waters,

and not feeling very anxious to disturb their re-

pose by the plashing of his oars, lest they

should testify their sense of the obligation in a

style of courtesy to which he was not accus-

tomed.

The night was serene and cloudless, and the

moon, which was on the zenith, appeared reflected

Ml the waters like a silver mirror inlaid on the

surface of a dark and highly polished marble.

There was such a stillness in the air, that even

the most distant murmur passed softly on, and

died away in the distance by gradations as gen-

tle, as those of the echo in a vaulted cavern.

Nature itself seemed at a stand, so deep was the
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silence of the night, and so motionless were all

the elements. Man alone, that restless being,

whose passions so often disturb the harmony of

nature, was found wandering in the midst of

this universal calm. Sandoval and his servant,

however, reached theu' boat without any interrup-

tion, unmoored it, and rowed away as silently as

tliat operation permitted. As they were obliged

to traverse the whole line of the city in order

to reach their place of destination, many a

sigh escaped Sandoval as they passed along some

of the houses, the gardens of which, though con-

siderably raised above the level of the river,

extended to the water side, in which he had

once spent some happy hours, but the doors

were now shut against him. Among these

was one, which, long before they came to it,

brought more painful recollections to his mind,

—it was that of Gabriela's father. " Row not

so fast,"'*' whispered he to Roque, some minutes

before they reached it, "who knows but I

may catch a glimpse of my unhappy love in

some of those bowers near the river, in which
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she has often sat in such nights as this to

hear my Hght hearted serenade. All then was

hope and light around us, all now is darkness

and solitude '.""

As he said these words, the plashing of

oars was faintly heard in the distance ; it be-

came gradually more audible, the quick suc-

cession of the strokes, indicating that the boat

was well manned, and coming rapidly on.

Sandoval wrapt himself up in his cloak, and

ordered Roque to row as close along shore

as possible, towards a cluster of trees that

cast a dark shadow on the waters. Here

they remained concealed till the other boat

passed them, which happened very soon after.

They observed by the moonlight, an officer in

his regimentals sitting at the stern, with his

arms folded across his breast ; but the distance

being too great to distinguish his uniform,

it was impossible for Sandoval to guess

whether he belonged to the preventive ser-

vice, or to the troops of the line. How-

ever, he kept his eye on the boat, to see



258 SANDOVAL ; oil,

whither it was going. This he very soon ascer-

tained ; for no sooner it came opposite Don

Antonio Lanza's garden than the rowers pulled

to shore ; and on the officer leaping out, the boat

retraced its way with the same rapidity as it had

come down. Sandoval's curiosity was strongly

excited ; anxious to discover who the officer

was, and also, if possible, to ascertain the object

of a visit there at such an hour, he commanded

Roque to row ashore. This done, he jumped

out, and desired him not to stir from the place;

but keep himself in readiness at an instant's

notice, should he be obliged to make a precipi-

tate retreat. He then walked up towards that

part of the rampart over which he had seen the

officer climb and disappear ; and here he found

a rope ladder fastened to the iron balustrade of

the terrace. He did not hesitate an instant in

ascending and leaping over the railing. Having

stood awhile endeavouring to catch some sounds

which might direct his steps, he thought he heard

voices whispering in one of the pavilions on the

right side of the garden. He listened more at-
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tentively, and being soon confirmed in his

opinion, stole with cautious steps towards the

place whence the sounds issued. As he came

nearer it, he lieard distinctly a voice too familiar

to his ear to be mistaken by him, saying— " You

know it well, Fermin, my love is too deeply

rooted in my heart, to require those soothing

expressions you bestow. If we must again be

separated— if our mutual interests demand this

painful sacrifice—if, as you say, it may be the

means of bringing about our long expected

union—why should I then oppose your measures,

when I have none better of my own to urge

;

nay, when by his sudden arrival, and untimely

visit to our house yesterday, my hope became

nearly extinct ? Do, then, as your belter judg-

ment shall direct, and rely on it, I shall not

slirink from any task you may impose on me.

My heart could be sooner rooted out, than the

affection that is kindled there. But for God's

sake, Fermin, be cautious, in " here

Sandoval's extreme agitation prevented his

hearing the remainder of the sentence, and all
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he now heard were half suppressed sighs from

Gabriela, and soothing words addressed to her

by his brother, expressive of tender and even

passionate feelings. At last she made an effort

to speak more collectedly—" You knew Calisto's

temper," she said, " and how easily it is excited

—^you know the passion that rages in his breast,

spare then his feelings, as far as it may be in your

power—Poor Calisto ! how will you bear this

news !
—^but it must be—yes ! I am resolved,

Fermin ! I submit to your dictates. There will

tlien be a greater probability of accomplishing

our plans of happiness."

" Traitors !" exclaimed Sandoval, unable to

restrain himself any longer, and rushing towards

the pavilion, " it shall not be—by heavens ! it

shall not be—I'll be revenged on both of ye

before we part !"

At these words, Gabriela shrieked wildly,

—

" Great God, 'tis he !" and darting from the pa-

vilion, rushed through some tall shrubs, and

disappeared ; Fermin following her with equal

celerity, but exclaiming—" Holy Virgin, have
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mercy on me ! 'tis my father confessor !"—while

Sandoval stood at the entrance enveloped in

his long cloak, and rivetted to the spot, gazing

after both, but unable to follow. Soon after, a

door was heard turning on its hinges, and bolts

drawn, and then a dead silence ensued. " They

are gone, the traitors are gone !"" cried San-

doval, gnashing his teeth, " but they shall pay

dearly for their perfidy ;" saying which, he

flew to the balustrade, and dropping do^n tlie

rope-ladder as swiftly as a squirrel, regained the

boat, where he threw himself on his seat, ex-

claiming, " Row on, and let us fly this accursed

land."

" "Whither shall I row .?" enquired Roque,

astonished at his master's extreme agitation.

" Whither, idiot ! to hell !" was the reply.

*' I rather you would not insist on my com-

pany then,"" muttered Roque, and commenced

rowing: for home.

*' Fool I the other way!" cried his master;

" the traitor !^' added he, stamping so violently,

that he almost overturned the boat ; " but lie
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loves me!— He would sacrifice his repose

and his happiness—nay, he would give his life

to save mine !—How kind ! how disinterested !

—Yet he does not hesitate to seduce from me

my betrothed mistress !—to blast my hopes, and

to destroy my happiness !—nay, to stab me to

the lieart ! Hypocrite ! is that your boasted

religion ? villain, knave, and double traitor ! is

^thst the love you bear me ? And thou, perfi-

dious, and no less abandoned woman ! where

are now thy solemn vows, thy sincere tears, all

thy binding pledges? —Ah, where?— I puff

them from me ; there,"" said he, " I have done

Avith you both— I cast you from my heart,—

I

drive you from my memory—seek now another

fool to cheat and betray.'"'

After this first burst, he sat motionless, as if

lie really intended to think no more on the sub-

ject ; but an affection so deeply rooted is not to

be so easily forgotten. It is not without a pang

that a man can redeem a heart he has once

plighted to a beautiful and beloved woman.

Many an hour of sorrow and irresolution must
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be spent before he can bring his niind to forego

the dehghtful hopes on which he has so long

existed. Thus while Sandoval's resentment

lasted, he was able to preserve the sullen silence

of contempt ; but when it began to subside, the

certainty that he had lost the affection of a

woman whom it was impossible for him to for-

get, gradually made way into his mind, and

goaded him to madness and despair.

Roque made several attempts to pacify his

master, by enumerating the many stories he had

treasured up in his memory from the various

ballads he had learned of gallant knights who

had been cruelly forsaken by their mistresses,

and ^\ho instead of hanfjincr, or drownino-, or

stabbing themselves, as seemed to be his inten-

tion, had taken the wiser course of conferring

one of those favours on the false fair one, and

her lover into the bargain ; but unable to suc-

ceed, he desisted, and now enquired if it was

his intention that they should take a trip to the

Mediterranean, as it appeared he ha(J forgotten

they had already left the town half a league be-
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hind. " Row to the opposite shore," said he,

" for tliis accursed interruption had nearly

driven from my mind the object of my excur-

sion."'

Roque obeyed, and Sandoval stepping out of

the boat, desired him to wait there his return,

which he said would take place in a few hours,

during which he was at liberty to take his re-

pose. Roque then wrapt himself up in his

cloak, and stretched himself at full length in the

boat, while his master walked towards Ansel-

mo's hut, which he reached later than he might

have done had he not purposely followed a cir-

cuitous route, in order to have a little more time

to compose his mind. In looking through the

crevices both of the window, and door, he could

not see a glimpse of a light, nor hear a murmur

which indicated there was a single person stirr-

ing inside. Afraid that the hour of meeting

was past, and that the party had already broke

up, he hesitated a long time before he could

bring his mind to disturb Anselmo's repose.

Unwilling, however, to return to town without
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having first ascertained the fact, he at length

tapped gently at the door, which, hov/ever, was

opened on a second knock. Sandoval then en-

tered, and the bolts were drawn back. " I am

afraid,"' said he, as he vainly looked for a light,

" I have disturbed your rest, and am come too

late."

" Better late than never," cried a deep voice,

which he recognized as that of his friend An-

selmo ;
" but give me your hand and follow me.

Sandoval groped along, led by Anselmo to the

other extremity of the room, where a little trap-

door, which had escaped his notice in the morn-

ing, was lifted up, and he was requested to de-

scend some steps that led to what had been

during Anselmo' s predecessor a wine cellar, and

which served now as the place of meeting for a

few trusty patriots. On reaching the bottom

of these steps another door was opened, and

Sandoval's eyes came at last in contact with a

light, by which he saw five middle-aged gentle-

men seated round a table, covered with letters

and newspapers, Spanish, French, and English,

VOL. I. N
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and busied in examining their contents. Therr

countenances, only partially revealed by the

light of a single lamp, exhibited, nevertheless,

nobler features than a Dutch painter would

have given to a group similarly situated. At

the approach of Anselmo and their new asso-

ciate, they all rose, and one after another wel-

comed him to their sanctum with the warmth

of old friends, two or three of whom were in

fact well known to him. " Here, my young

friend," said one of these to Sandoval, " we are

obliged to assemble, in order to concert our

plans of regeneration, under ground, and at

the midnight hour, as if we were so many mur-

derers, contriving schemes of plunder and as-

sassination ; but we must not forget that we are

struggling with an enemy as powerful as perfi-

dious, and that to escape oppression, the weak

can never be too cautious. The office of a spy

is now become a lucrative, and, among our

oppressors, an honourable profession. We can-

not make a step without stumbling upon one.

We are afraid of speaking aloud, lest the very
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walls or the stones should betray us ; nay, such

is the absolute dominion of the clergy over the

minds of the generality of people, that in our

own houses we dare not trust our thoughts,

even to our wives, children, or brothers, those

monsters having succeeded in dissolving the

social ties which bind the hearts of the nearest

relatives, by inspiring them with the horrible

belief that they perform a religious duty in

betraying each other ! nay, that the very salva-

tion of their souls depends upon their doing so !

Thus every individual in Spain who attends the

confessional (and woe to him that does not,)

must necessarily be a hypocrite or a villain. He

must betray his dearest friends, or the prin-

ciples of his rehgion, by committing the sacrilege

of communing with his God, without having

first made a competent confession,""

"Gentlemen!" said Anselmo, "it matters

little where we assemble, provided we can put

an end to such degradations. My blood boils

in my veins, when I think of these atrocities

;

but still more, when I see our inability to remedy

N 2
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them. Still I hope that a better day may yet

dawn for our land ; and I am led to this hope

by a letter, which I have this day received from

Madrid ; and which I beg leave to read to you.

It is written by an intelligent friend of mine,

and gives a tolerable insight into the actual

state of tilings at court. But you shall hear

it."

" My dear Friend,

" The violent excesses committed here against

the patriotic party by those persecuting dema-

gogues who style themselves the friends of

order and religion, are by this time too well

known throughout the Peninsula to require my

entering into the painful details they present. I

shall, therefore, confine myself to such particulars

as could not so well have reached you, and

which may have reference to future events,

already foreseen by all but those who never

think on any subject.

" The sight which this capital offers at the

present moment is such as would create in you,
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who hear of nothing but persecutions, proscrip-

tions, punishments, outrages, and injustices, the

utmost astonishment. Were jou to come to

Madrid, and judge only by what you saw in

pubhc^you would be inclined to doubt the truth

of the accounts you have heard. Wherever you

might direct your steps, you would be struck

with the luxury, joy, and exultation, which are

every where displayed. The city and the court

overflow with grandees and noblemen from the

provinces, prelates, and dignitaries, high officers

of government, and generals of all descriptions.

These last, in particular, throng the saloons of

the palace to congratulate Ferdinand on his

return to the absolute throne of his ancestors.

Their names have long ago ceased to exist, but

their proper persons with their uniforms and

insignia, now re-appear before the world as if by

miracle or enchantment. Half a dozen of them

at most took part in the late war, the rest fled,

like cowards, to Mallorca, Cadiz, Ceuta, and

even to the Canary Islands, where they remained

distant from the roaring of the enemy's cannon.
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and sheltered from its unpleasant effects, receiv-

ing and spending their salaries, while their un-

fortunate countrymen were struggling for life or

death. Yet these are the men who share among

themselves the highest and most lucrative offices

of the state, the wealth of the nation, and the

spoils of the liberal party, as a recompense for

the extraordinary merit which they had display-

ed during our late struggle. You will think I

am jesting, when I state, that Orcasitas, of whom

you may perhaps have a faint recollection as

being among the first generals who considered

they served their country best by taking care of

themselves, presented a memorial to the king, in

which he had the shameless effrontery to say,

that " such was his hatred to the French, that

he could boast, and prove, that during the whole

war he had not seen even a French prisoner,

much less any of their troops !" But if such a

disgraceful fact appear incredible to you, how

will you believe, that this impudent declaration

obtained for him not only the verbal thanks of

the tyrant, but the grand crosses due to merit



THE FREEMASON. 271

only, a post in the supreme council of war, a

military knighthopd, worth annually eighty

thousand reals, with its inheritance for one of

his sons, and as many pensions as he had

daughters ? You will say it is impossible, but I

assure you it is as true as that you are now

reading this. Yet, at this very moment^ Mina

and the Empecinado—those two heroic chieftains,

the glory and pride of Spain, the brave defenders

of their natal soil, and the two great champions

to whom Ferdinand is most indebted for his

restoration to that throne so basely abandoned

by him, and so deeply and frequently stained

by his turpitude and tyranny—those heroes, I

say, whom he himself had called to Madrid,

though rather for the sake of gratifying a petty

curiosity, than paying them the homage of that

gratitude which was their due, were seen enter-

ing the capital in the most private manner, when

all the triumphal arches, all the pomp and so-

lemnity used on such occasions in ancient Rome,

would hardly have sufficed to do justice to the

immortal deeds they had performed.
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" It was, however, an extraordinary sight to

see these two brave warriors enter with the manly

port, which conscious dignity alone can impart,

the crowded saloons of tVie palace, where the

despot was receiving the base incense of flattery

from a multitude of embroidered sycophants,

who crouched at his feet, and kissed the very

floor on which he trod—to see them modestly

take their place in one corner of the saloon,

stared at by some with an air of impatient cu-

riosity, mingled with contempt ; and by others

with the pride of birth and self-importance.'—-

* Do you observe Mina's coat,' said one of those

embroidered puppets, 'what a cut! By heavens!

I'll send my tailor to him to take a copy of it. It

is a curiosity worthy of being preserved in the

Royal Museum !'—
' Aye,' cried his companion,

' and what say you to that other clownish look-

ing ruffian, whose very look makes me shudder?

Do you see his straight lank locks, falhng about

his ears, like a lion's mane ? He might as well

have had them cropt before he dared show him-

self to his sovereign.'—' And what mean barber.
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however filthily inclineJ, would have liked the

job?' enquired 'a third, with a contemptvious

sneer— ' What I most lament, and am most sur-

prised at,' said another, ' is that men of our

birth and long standing in the army, should be

obliged to associate with such clownish upstarts

as these.'— ' It will not last long,you will find,""

said the first speaker.

" Meantime, the two heroes looked around

with the native curiosity of men not accustomed

to such sights. Their manly forms, and the

extreme simphcity of their manners and dress,

while it afforded the degraded courtiers subject

for gross and vulgar remarks, offered as striking

a contrast as that of Walton and his companion

in the country of the monkeys, or Gulliver in

the land of Lilliput. Aware that they were

objects of ridicule, yet impressed, too, with the

idea that the little unmeaning beings by whom

they were surrounded, were not worthy of their

frowns, much less their wrath, they smiled, and

asked one another the names of those who were

most covered with gold and silver, crosses, rib-

N 3
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bons, and decorations ; but, alas ! neither of the

two could tell—they had never seen them in the

field of honour—they had never heard their

names mentioned in the hour of danger.

" But the tyrant himself did not receive them

more graciously than the vile flatterers by whom

he was surrounded. This will appear extraor-

dinary ; but, I think, he has good reasons for

such conduct. For who will say, he does

not consider the services rendered to him

during his pretended captivity, as nothing

more than shameful testimonies of his own

weakness and cowardice ?—or, in fact, that he

does not look upon the patriots as bold trans-

gressors, for having, contrary to his express

commands,—that they should remain in subser-

viency to Napoleon and his brother, Joseph,

—

forced him into a throne of which he was un-

worthy, whether on the score of ability, or of

virtue ?

" This treatment from the man they had just

liberated, had a different effect on their minds

than the scoffings of the sycophants. I could
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see Mina"*s steady eye penetrate the inmost

recesses of Ferdinand's soul, and there read

ingratitude written in bloody characters. He

smiled scornfully, and withdrew, his noble soul

fired with a just indignation, which was worked

up to a greater height, when he found that

those men who had declared themselves his

friends, were either consigned to dungeons, or

otherwise harshly treated by the government

;

and particularly, when shortly after he himself

received orders to quit the capital, and fix his

residence at Pamplona, as a retired officer.

There, too, he found that the troops, whom he

had led through such extraordinary perils, in

the late glorious campaign, and who owe their

existence to him alone, had been placed under

the orders of Espeleta, a decrepid old man, who

during the war remained a distant spectator of

our efforts ; and who now must be rewarded by

the tyrant with high posts of office, for his well-

known hatred of liberal opinions.

" It is impossible that a man of Mlna's energy,

and fine sense of honour and patriotism, can
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remain the slave of the perverse dotard, under

whose vigilance he has been placed, or look upon

the evils which afflict his beloved country with a

criminal apathy, [ndeed, it is my firm opinion,

that we may look up to him as the man who is

destined by heaven to be the saviour of his

country. May this prophecy be fulfilled, and

when the moment of trial comes, may he meet

with stout hearts to aid his virtuous enterprise.

He has my prayers, and those of every true

friend of freedom and his country."

"And now, Gentlemen," added Anselmo,

" 1 have the pleasure to inform you, that I have

likewise received communications from Pamplo-

na, which lead me to think that my fiiend"s con-

jectures respecting Mina, are not only probable,

but well-founded. An attempt to hoist the

banners of the Constitution is really meditated

by him, the result of which we shall shortly

know."

" Since that is the case," cried Sandoval, who

had been listening with intense interest to An-

selmo's communications, "to-morrow, gentlemen,
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I will set off to join Mina, and share his fortunes,

whatever they may be. I will become a glad

participator in an enterprise, which cannot but

cover those with glory who may engage in it,

whatever may be its termination."

" My brave and gallant youth," cried An-

selmo, as he folded the young enthusiast in his

arms, " you have anticipated my wishes. Go

and exert yourself to save the country of your

birth; and remember, that he who falls for such

a cause can never die. He Kves in every pa-

triot's heart, and his name is handed down from

father to son to the remotest posterity."

" May heaven's blessing be witli you, and

may your virtuous endeavours be crowned with

success," said the other gentlemen, as they

saluted him one after anotlier.

He then left the hut, anxious to regain his

quarters before the day dawned, in order to

avoid exciting any suspicions at the inn, which

might endanger the prosecution of his designs,

and returned to town by water, as he had come.
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without meeting any other adventures worth

recording.

The rest of the time, till the hour of his de-

parture, was spent, not in sleep, but in the medi-

tations suggested by the various, and, to him,

important occurrences of the past eventful night.



THE FEEEMASON. 279

CHAPTER XII.

Man, vain man,

Drest in a little brief authority,

Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven

A3 make the angels weep.

Sharspeabb.

The resolution formed by Sandoval of join-

ing Mina was to be carried into effect early that

day. In this measure he saw the only remedy

which could have a chance of healing the deep

wound his heart had received on the previous

night. It was natural enough to suppose that

while his fiiind remained inactive, it would recur

to the painful subject of liis brother's treachery,

and Gabriela's faithlessness ; but if, on the con-

trary, it was engaged in matters which he had
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ever considered paramount to all personal con-

cerns, he could then hope to escape much of the

misery he at present endured, the undertaking

being of itself of sufficient weight to absorb

every other feeling. Indeed, deep as was his

passion for Gabriela, he would not, even when

motives of affection might have urged his stay

at Logrono, have hesitated an instant in sacri-

ficing tiiem to the duty' he owed to his country,

much less now when he wished to obliterate all

remaining traces of his unfortunate passion.

Accordingly, he no sooner rose than he gave

instructions to Roque to prepare everything for

their departure, and begged the landlady to

bring his chocolate, and a bill of the expences

lie had incurred at her inn, as some urgent

business rendered his instant departure indis-

pensable.

The little hostess, whose natural inquisitive-

ness, joined to that of her profession, had en-

abled her to pump out of Roque some of the

principal incidents of his master's life, and who

really felt a certain sympathy for his misfor-
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tunes, could not liear this sudden resolution

without some emotion, and assured him that if

he left her house on account of any pecuniary

embarrassment, she would take it as very un-

kind of him ;
" For," added she, " I am not so

covetous as we innkeepers have the reputation

of being. To be sure, if God Almighty sends

me a fat beneficiado, or a wealthy mayorazgo, I

should belie myself were I to say that I would

not try to pluck a feather out of him. That is

one of the duties of our profession. But you

need not apprehend an exercise of it ; nay, I

can accommodate you with any sum you want

;

for I have the key of the strong box in my

possession, and can dis}X)se of the money as I

please ; and don't imagine that my husband

would say a Avord about it, for I would tear the

eyes out of his head if he dared even to hint at

it, as sure as my name is Juana. What ! have

I not as much right as he to share in what I

earn, and spend it as I please T''

This right is too generally admitted in Spain,

for Sandoval to have thought of disputing it.
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However, thanking her warmly for the interest

she seemed to take in his affairs, he declined

accepting anything from her, as he stood in

no need of money. While his breakfast was

preparing, he sat down to write a letter to

Gabriela, in which he expressed all the bitterness

of his feelings in language more forcible than

temperate. He had just finished it, when Roque

came running into the room, with looks expres-

sive of anxiety and alarm, and nearly out of

breath, said, that all thoughts of departing

must now be relinquished, as several alguaciles*

were about the house in search of him, and the

worst of it was that even an attempt to escape

would prove useless, as all the doors were

guarded.

" Virgen Santisima !" cried the landlady,

much alarmed at this intelligence, " what shall

we do ?—I know of no place where if concealed

you might not be easily found out—There, that

is what comes of talking," added she with a

* Officers of police.
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reproving look, " I would lay a wager, that you

are arrested in consequence of the information

of that vile pohce man, who is constantly pes-

tering us here, and poking his ugly face in

every where. If it be so, I shall break my

heart; for really. Captain, I feel very much

concerned about you, now that I know who you

are. Yet I don't understand why the deuce

the government people should trouble their

heads about your opinions, or any other person's.

Surely, thoughts don't break bones ?"

*' But thoughts," replied Sandoval, " if allowed

,

to diffuse themselves freely, might enlighten the

people, and make some change in the circum-

stances of those who lord it over us in such a

tyrannical manner, and it is to prevent this that

the thinkers must be kept down. However,

should any new misfortune befal me, or should

I lose my liberty, you will remember me now

and then."

" Nay, Captain, you need not recommend

that to rae," said she, wiping a tear from her



284 SANDOVAL ; OR,

eyes, " I shall often go and see you, should the

wretches imprison you; but I trust in God that

will not be the case/'

Sandoval gratefully pressed her hand, and

waited the alguacile's arrival with that serenity

which conscious innocence alone can impart;

nay, he looked gay, and was the first to address

the officer as soon as he made his appearance

—

" I understand," said he to him, " you are in

search of one Don Calisto Sandoval."

" 'Tis so, Sir," answered the alguacil, " and

moreover I want him to attend me to the office

of the police.'"

" Would you allow him to take his breakfast,

before he attends you there ?" asked Sandoval.

" Ay, he may, if he will pay reasonably for

such an indulgence," cried the alguacil.

" And what do you consider reasonable .'"'

returned our hero.

" Why, ten reals for half an hour, twenty for

a whole one, forty for two^ and so on."

^' Faith !" cried Sandoval, " that would be

I
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more than his breakfast, dinner, and supper put

together would cost him. However, as I sup-

pose it is an irrevocable regulation, he must

submit—Roque,'' added he, addressing his

servant, " bring my breakfast as quickly as

you can ; for otherwise I shall be ruined

—

Pray, my good man,"" said he, turning to the

officer, " don't people complain a great deal

about the want of money to defray such ex-

pences as you and your friends bring upon

them ?"

" When did men not complain of wanting

money ?" replied the alguacil, '* 'tis the burden

of every song. Sir ; though now certainly more

than ever. However, I can tell you this, that

never were times better than at this present

moment, thanks to the king, our lord and

master, and to the clever people by whom he

is advised. Why, I recollect ten years ago,

when I entered upon my office of alguacil,

that even the cleverest chap in the corporation

had hardly enough to say grace for himself,
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much less for his family ; but now, Sir, I would

not exchange my switch* for a beneficio simple^f

so true it is that times have much mended since

then."

'" I should think so, indeed, if things have

come to that happy state, when an alguacil

despises a beneficio simple," said Sandoval.

" You may rely on it, Sir, they are very

much improved," returned the alguacil, " for

it is an undeniable fact, that for only half a

dozen writs a month, which might be sent out

at the time I allude to, and that too against

pennyless individuals, pickpockets, and thieves,

they issue now as many a day, and all against

men of worth, character, and property, which,

besides being highly profitable to us, is also

much pleasanter, inasmuch as we have to deal

with people of your rank and gentlemanly man-

* In Spain the alguaciles commonly carry a short switch

in their hand, which on great public occasions is exchanged

for a longer one,

t An ecclesiastical living, which is neither a curacy nor

a prebend, but more properly speaking a sinecure.
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ners. So that it must be allowed, there is no

reason to complain of the times."

^' None whatever,'' cried Sandoval ; " and

those men must be great fools, to say no worse,

who do not identify the individual prosperity of

your honourable profession with that of the

country."

" That they are, Sir," cried he, " nay, I

should say they were liberals^ which, as you

know very well," (winking significantly) "is still

worse; though I, as a public man, was obhged

to lie under the imputation during the short

life of that accursed Constitution, which reduced

me to a mere ambulating spectre, as well as my

fellow alguaciles. I assure you, that of all his

majesty's subjects, none rejoiced more at its

overthrow than our honourable body."

" I believe it," said Sandoval, getting through

his breakfast as fast as he could ; and then

rising, he added, " but I am now at your

commands ; and, if you will lead, I'll follow."

" I will," said the alguacil, walking before

him, but having his eyes, which seemed to
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turn upon a pivot, fixed on his prisoner, that he

might not give him the shp.

A short walk brought the aJguacil and his

charge to the house where his Seuoria die

Comisionado Regio held his sittings. The

court was crowded with ragamuffins of various

descriptions—soldiers almost in a state of nudity,

and with rusted arms, reclining against the

walls, and lying about the court—spies chosen

from the lowest dregs of the people,—and algua-

ciles, with their long switches and looks of im-

portance, bustling about to convey to their

superior, either the information obtained, no

matter how, or to bring before him the unfor-

tunate men suspected of liberalism ; and lastly,

a low rabble assembled there to plunder and

assassinate any one pointed out to them by the

insolent friars of all colours and denominations,

who were entertaining them with the most

vulgar and indecent species of ribaldry.

As our hero entered the court, the eyes of

those who happened to be in his line of march

were immediately turned upon him with a sort
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of savage satisfaction, mingled with strong cu-

riosity. " Who is he ?' was the general

inquiry.

*' The son of Don Fabricio Sandoval," whis-

pered the alguacil.

*' In with him," shouted the crowd, wav-

ing their various weapons above their heads

" Zounds !" exclaimed one of them, " he is a

prize. We'll have something out of him, or

the thunderbolt shall crush me !"" saying which,

several ruffians rushed towards him, and laying

their hands on his epaulettes, and on the crosses

which decorated his breast, tore them away.

Sandoval grasped the hilt of his sword, but the

impetuosity of the crowd so overpowered him,

that he was unable to draw it, or to hinder

his being pushed about by some, and dragged

on by others to the door of the hall itself,

where, on being admitted, he found his Seiloria,

the Comisionado Regio, occupying a chair,

considerably raised above those of the clerks by

whom he was surrounded, in front of which

stood a table, covered with passports, WTits,

VOL. X. o
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charges, and declarations, decrees, and other

official documents. His haggard look and

jaundiced appearance betrayed the debauch of

the previous night, and added a disgusting de-

formity to his already horrific countenance.

At the moment Sandoval entered the hall, a

respectable looking elderly man stood in front

of tlie table listening with a cheerful air to the

accusation preferred against him by his Senoria,

who, with a hoarse and rattling voice, more re-

sembling the gruntings of swine than the ac-

cents of a human being, was saying—"The crime

you stand accused of will subject you to ten

years imprisonment in Ceuta, if it be clearly

proved you have acted wilfully in the commis-

sion of it. It falls under the late decree of his

majesty, in which it is expressly forbidden to

laymen to wear underneath their hats the black

silk cap, that became so fashionable during the

late disorganizing government, and which, as

the decree itself expresses it, ' was intended as

an encroachment on the rights of the clergy,

the said cap having, from time immemorial.
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been made use of exclusively by the holy minis-

ters of the church, to cover their sacerdotal

pericraniums."

"

" Your Seuoria takes me quite by surprise,"

said the elderly gentleman, " for I assure you I

was not aware of the existence of such a law. I

have worn a black cap for these ten years past

;

not for the sake of fashion, but because being

nearly bald, I found it a very comfortable sub-

stitute for the want of a natural covering, par-

ticularly in foggy and damp weather, when I

am always in the habit of pulling it over my ears

to keep them warm ; for which purpose, I assure

your Senoria, it answers admirably."

ArtimaBa frowned darkly at this speech,

—

" By the frivolous manner in which you speak,

'

said he, " I should not at all be surprised if you

were the first to set to others the pernicious

example of wearing that cap, and as the author

of such a heinous crime I know of no punish-

ment bad enough to expiate it.—Take him away

to prison," added he, addressing himself to some

of the armed guards, who were in the room,

o %
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"and let him be shut up in solitary confine-

ment, till the will of his majesty the king, our

lord and sovereign, be made known to us."

The gentleman made an attempt to speak, but

the guards instantly collared him, and dragged

him out of the hall. A minute after a savage

shout of approbation from the rabble in the

court put the seal to this case.

His Senoria now called aloud the name of

another gentleman, who sat in a corner of the

room, and who advanced at the summons of his

judge—" I have been informed," said his Seno-

ria, " that yesterday, in going in your carriage

to the promenade, you met a clergyman carry-

ing the sacrament to a sick person, and disre-

garding the established usages, by which you

were in duty bound to alight from your carriage,

and humbly give up your seat to that holy

minister of God, you continued your way

without even making him a tender of it. By

this scandalous conduct, you were guilty of a

twofold offence, being unmindful not only of a

rehgious duty, but of the example set to us, and
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to the world, by our beloved sovereign, who on

similar occasions does not disdain to walk on

foot beside his own carriage, as every true

christian ought, till the clergyman reaches the

house where he is going to administer the sacra-

ment. As this is a crime very much reprobated

by his majesty, and as instances of it are but

too common in our days, I shall condemn you

to the loss of your carriage and horses, which

must be sold for the benefit of the church ; but

being informed that this is your first offence,

I shall not compel you to pay any fine in

money."

The gentleman said, in his defence, that he

had not alighted (as it had been his wish)

because his wife, who was then in the carriage

with her babe in her arms, and also another son,

were in a very precarious state of health, and

unable to walk far; to which Artimaila returned

the following laconic, but feeling answer—" Sir,

your duty to God ought to be paramount not

only to your child's life, but to your own, and
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to that of every member of your family either

past, present, or to come."

" Amen," cried a voice in the hall, which was

followed by a burst of laughter among the

spectators ; but which so kindled the passion of

his Seiioria, that he started up from his seat,

and said, his teeth clattering like a pair of

castanets—" In the name of the king, I con-

demn to ten years presidio* the insolent person

who has thus endeavoured to throw a ridicule

on the proceedings of this august tribunal. Let

him now appear before me."

At these words an old woman, most raggedly

dressed, and holding a rosary in her hands, stept

forward, and said, she would apologize for

having uttered that word aloud during her

prayers, if it were required for the sake of

justice ; " but," added she, " I suppose there

will be no necessity for that, when you see it

was your own mother who said it, though since

* The galleys.
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your nomination to the post of Comisionado, you

have behaved to me in such a scandalous manner,

(treating me hke an old slipper, and disowning

me in public, as if people knew not you were my
son) that perhaps ycfu may wish to carry your

sentence into execution."

" Away with that mad woman," cried Arti-

mana bursting with passion, "take her to a

mad-house, and let me see no more of her.""

" Ungrateful wretch,"" cried she indignantly,

"tliink'st thou people will not hate thee the more

for repaying all my cares with ingratitude,

though I am poor and aged ? Ay, and think

thee a deeper villain too ? The curse of heaven

and of man will fall on thy head for thy wicked

deeds sooner than thou art aware of.""

Artimana's face became livid with passion,

and he waved his hand, unable to utter a word;

till his mother was carried away by some of his

minions, when he sunk into his chair, and with

a sort of groan, called for the next case, which

was still more extraordinary than cither of the

two preceding.
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A younor man, who had just arrived from

England, had brought away, among other books,

the Elegant Extracts, the title-page of

which runs thus :
—" Elegant Extracts, se-

lected for the improvement ofYOUNG per-

s&iis.'''' On his arrival at Irun, on the Spanish

frontier, the priest, commissioned by the Inqui-

sition to examine the books that are imported

from foreign countries, in comparing the title-

page of the works belonging to the travellers,

with the names of those comprised in the index

expurgatorius furnished him by the holy tri-

bunal, found the one above-mentioned, and

threw it aside to be burnt, because, as he said,

*' those were the damnable writings of the here-

tical and sacrilegious Young, whose name was

marked down on his list."*' In vain did the

youth endeavour to prove that those volumes

which he condemned as the productions of

Young were only extracts, or a selection of

useful matter from different authors, for the

improvement oiyoung persons ; the priest, with

that characteristic pertinacity which belongs to
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ignorance, insisted that the title-page said

YOUNG, and that that was enough for him

to have the books burnt, which was accordingly

done. The youth, however, could not help

smiling at the gross ignorance displayed by the

priest, and even ventured to compare the justice

of the auto-da-fe made of his harmless books,

to those performed in former days by Father

Torrequeraada, and his fellow champions of the

Faith, on their innocent victims. This sally

did not pass unnoticed or unforgiven by that

learned priest, who immediately wrote to the

Comisionado Regio of Logrono, the place to

which the young man was proceeding, request-

ing his SeSoria to question him closely, as he

suspected he had been smuggling into Spain

heretical works from England. In fact, on his

arrival at his native city, he was arrested and

examined ; but declared he had brought only

those which had been burnt, and a few more

that did not come within the pale of the sacred

index. The Comisionado, however, not being

satisfied with this declaration, had sent him to

o 3
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prison, from which he was now brought to the

court, to undergo another examination.

Artimaiaa, whose mind, though callous to the

voice of conscience, was extremely alive to the

ridicule of the world, which he conceived his

mother's exposure was greatly calculated to

raise, sat immovable in his chair, with one hand

on the table firmly closed, and the other thrust

into his waistcoat, darkly glancing about the

room, to discover if an impression of merriment

was any where visible.

" Well !'' said he, with a savage look, as the

young man above mentioned came before him,

" do you still persist in denying the well known

fact of having introduced into this country

English works, containing most pernicious doc-

trines on religion and government ?"

" As long as such a fact remains unproved,"

replied the youth fearlessly, *' I must persist in

doing so. This I declared during my former

examination, and shall continue to declare while

the fear of offending my Creator holds a place

in my heart."
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" I thought," said his SeSoria, " that a

week's imprisonment would have sufficed to

make you confess the truth ; but I see you have

visited the coiuitry of the heretics to some pur-

pose, you have at all events acquired their im-

pious obduracy of character in denying truths

as palpable as the gospels. But we shall see if

your acquirements can withstand other proofs,

—approach
.""

The young man obeyed, and Artimafia drew

from the table-drawer near him a thumb-screw,

of which there Avere several of different sizes,

and into which he put the young man's thumbs.*

The savage complacency with which he screwed

them up, shewed that he was now in his ele-

• Rufino Gonzalez, whom Ferdinand nominated Minis-

ter of Police, after his return to Madrid from Cadiz, and

whose barbarous decrees are the opprobrium of the age in

vdiich we live, was at the epoch alluded to in the text,

Comisionado Regio at Pamplona, and made use of the

thumb screws above described, as did also several of his

colleagues in other cities. For this fact, many gentlemen

at present in this country, among whom the author himself

is one, can vouch, having been eye-witnesses of these

barbarities.
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ment. At every turn of the screw, the crack-

ing of the bones became louder, and the blood

gushed out at the tops of the thumbs in greater

quantity ; and as they splintered into pieces

one after another, the very marrow flew from

them, and besmeared the tormentor himself.

Still he proceeded, and watched the eyes and

countenance of the youth with that kind of de-

light that an anatomist, who is trying an experi-

ment, feels at the discovery of some important

truth, or rather it was the gratification of the

tiger when he holds fast in his claws his expir-

ing victim, and sees his last agonies. At the

excruciating pain, the unhappy youth"'s eyes

filled with tears, bui not a groan nor a sigh

escaped his lips. Firm in his resolution to

breathe his last, rather than utter a falsehood to

save liimself, every time Artimana interrogated

him, he repeated his first assertion with that

undaunted courage peculiar to innocence, till at

last his tormentor, having satiated his cruelty,

gave up this mode of interrogatory, but sent

his victim with an escort to the Inquisition,
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where, he said, hq had no doubt his obduracy

would be conquered.

Sandoval, who had felt the utmost astonish-

ment at the two first cases, which he thought

nothing could equal in absurdity and caprice,

hardly knew how to contain his indignation at

the wanton barbarity of the third. He looked

around him to observe if there were no others

in the room, who sympathizing with him, would

rush forward to snatch the prey from the mon-

ster's hands ; but instead of compassion, he saw

terror depicted in the countenances of some,

and satisfaction in those of others, while his

own motions were watched by a great num-

ber in a manner, that would have rendered his

interference useless to the youth, and fatal to

himself. Compelled, therefore, to remain in his

place, he waited impatiently until his name

should be called, which was done as soon as

the young man was removed from tlie hall,

when he advanced before his judge with an air

of bold defiance.

His lofty and manly gait, and the quick
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penetrating glance of his eyes, seemed to throw

around him a sort of spell, which kept the

spectators breathless and immovable, and seemed

to make Artimaiia shrink into his chair, im-

pr^sed with an irresistible feeling of awe, as if

conscious of the presence of a superior being.

Having remained some instants looking fixedly

at his judge, Sandoval broke the deep silence

which reigned in the hall, and demanded in a

commanding voice to know for Avhat purpose

he had been desired to present himself there.

" I think .... there is -a mistake . .
."

muttered the Comisionado hesitatingly, rum-

maging some of the papers that lay on the table,

and now and then casting fearful looks towards

a door in the hall, that stood ajar.—" I can find

no charge against you .... you are acquitted,'"'

added he still in a trembling voice.

Sandoval smiled scornfully on him, and without

a word more, walked out of the office with a

firm step, casting a contemptuous look on the

awe-struck multitude, who followed him with

their eyes, as if it had been an apparition, glid-
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ing through the hall. In the court, the whisper,

" he is dismissed," ran from mouth to mouth,

and, as he approached, the assembled rabble fell

back to afford him a passage, though they kept

a sullen silence, and fro\vned darkly, as if dis-

pleased at such a decision. Roque, who had

followed his master to the office, stalked after

him as erect as a stork, casting triumphant

looks around him, and muttering to himself

—

" The villain could not bear my master's look.

It was one of his manly ones, though, which

few could ^vithstand, and which would have

made all these ragamuffins take to their heels, and

conceal themselves in the darkest comer of their

hovels, as effectually as the sign of the cross

does the devil."

" Roque," said his master, when they were

at some distance from the pohce office, " I will

walk on to the road of Pamplona, and in half

an hour's time I shall expect you to meet me

with the horses beyond the city bridge ; for I

suspect I shall not be permitted to quit the town

on horseback without some kind of passport,
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which I have no time to procure, and which

probably I could not obtain " Saying this he

left him, and proceeded with hasty steps towards

the appointed place, as anxious now to quit his

native town, as he had been to reach it two days

before, the disappointments which had crowded

upon him during that short period being such

as to justify the sentiment of disgust, which

he now felt for everything that surrounded

him.
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CHAPTER XIII.

Grief may to grief in endless round succeed.

And nature suflfer when our children bleed ;

Yet still superior must that hero prove.

Whose first, best passion is his countr>-'s love.

W. Whitehead.

In his way through the town to the place of

rendezvous, he could not resist the temptation

of passing before the house of Don Antonio

Lanza, not indeed with the intention of cross-

ing its threshold, but for the melancholy plea-

sure of gazing for the last time on the walls

that contained the being he still found it so

difficult to forget ; and whom, nevertheless, he

imagined he now hated. That he should have
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sought of his own accord this way of increasing

his torments and despair, may appear strange

;

but it is not at all singular. It is only what Ave

every day^^behold in almost every human occur-

rence. The man who has just escaped ship-

wreck turns himself when on the beach, towards

the furious element, on which the planks are

scattered that once formed the vessel to which

his all was entrusted. He whom the devouring

flames have driven from his house, returns, the

instant his first alarm is over, to contemplate

the ravages they have committed, and see the

last wall crumble and fall to the ground. The

motlier who has lost her darling child, finds a

solace in kneeling and weeping beside the grave

that encloses its mouldering bones. And the

unhappy exile, who Avanders friendless and un-

heeded in a foreign land, feels a pleasure in

turning his sight towards those hills behind

which lies his native home, and recalling, during

his sleepless nights, the pleasures and comforts

he has once known, and now lost, perhaps for

ever. Even so it is with the disappointed lover

;
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—to seek and frequent those spots where once

he has "breathed the sigh, and vowed the vow,"

—to weep where he has been wont to enjoy

the delights of a pure affection—to listen to the

voice of the being who can no longer be his, are

the impulses of every heart that feels deeply,

and cannot forget what appears to him at the

moment an irreparable loss.

Thus Avhen Sandoval had gratified this last

wish, he hastened away to the appointed place ;

where he found Roque waiting for him with

scane impatience. The better to escape the

suspicions of the centinel on the bridge, and

look more like a common peasant, he had as-

sumed the inonterd^ of the country and put on

his large brown cloak, under which he concealed

his military dress. He had also had the precau-

tion to place on his master's horse the portman-

teaus in the manner of bales, and throw the

usual matting over them, that he might ,not

* A cap in the shape of a cone, worn by the peasants of

that province.
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attract attention. Sandoval after bestowing on

him the praises due to his ingenuity, and assist-

ing him in unloading and saddling his horse, and

arranging their equipage in the most portable

manner, mounted and proceeded on his journey.

For the first two leagues, they kept travelling

on the fertile borders of the Ebro, which pre-

sent many rich and varied prospects. But on

leaving that river on their right and follow-

ing the track leading to the mountains, the

scenery becomes more wild and imposing, and

as tlie travellers penetrated deeper into those

solitudes, it grew still more awful and majestic.

Yet, however delightful it may be to travel

through a country where gigantic cliffs and

abrupt rocks lift themselves so as to over-hang

a number of narrow winding ravines, rushing

torrents, and wild cascades, we doubt whether

it would afford our readers an equal pleasure

were we to describe minutely those objects as

they appeared to Sandoval, who, though a

great lover of nature in all her luxuriant wildness

of mountain scenery, considered them now more
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in the light of impediments to his progress than

as objects worthy of his or any other person's

admiration. Hence he travelled as fast as the

nature of the country permitted, his mind

now bent on the subject upon which he was

about to enter, and now wandering to her whose

charms still flitted before his imagination, and

whose form he thought he could see emerging

from every cloud that rose above the cliffs. But

with all his speed, it was not till the day after

his departure from Logrono, and on his reach-

ing Puente de la Reyna, a town four leagues

distant from Pamplona, situated on the banks

of the river Arga, which fertilizes one of the best

cultivated and most beautiful districts in Spain,

that he met with some of the friends he sought.

From some of the soldiers with whom our

travellers spoke in the outskirts of the town,

they ascertained that the troops in garrison

there belonged to Mina*'s division, and consisted

of the First Regiment, commanded by the va-

liant Colonel Gorriz, to whose house Sandoval

immediately repaired, with the intention of dis-
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covering the place where he was hkely to meet

with the General.

Gorriz, who was one of the few bosom friends

of Mina, and whose valour and fidelity had

been well tried during that period, when such

virtues were of vital importance to his chief,

was, at the moment our hero entered his house,

in close conversation with several of the officers

of the regiment ; but on seeing Sandoval ap-

pear, and request a word in private, he rose to

receive him, and led him to an inner room,

where lie requested him to wait a few instants,

while he gave some indispensable orders to his

ofHcers. Having done so, Gorriz re-entered the

apartment where Sandoval was waiting, and re-

quested to know his pleasure. " I am just

arrived from Logrono," rephed Sandoval, " and

should be glad to know where I can find jour

General .?"

" I cannot exactly say where you would find

him at present,'' said Gorriz, " but can I do

your business for you ? I shall either send to

him, or see him myself to-night."



THE FREEMASON. 311

" My business,"" said Sandoval, " cannot be

done through a third jierson ; but as I know

the intimacy which exists between you and him,

and as, moreover, your patriotic sentiments are

also well known to me, I will not hesitate in

disclosing to you the object of ray visit to the

General. It is simply this :—I have positive

information that he is on the point of raising

the standard of liberty in our unhappy country,

and re-asserting the sovereignty of the people,

and as I am bound by my oath to support such

principles, I come to offer him my sei'vices, and

shed my blood for the sacred cause he thus

heroically espouses, if I may be thought worthy

of participating in his glorious enterprize."

Gorriz gazed on Sandoval's countenance

with a look of surprise, mixed with intense in-

terest, and after a few minutes silence said'

—

" You may be sincere in what you say. Sir,

but I am surprised you should be bold enough

to make such a declaration to one who is an

utter stranger to you."

<' I care not who knows it,'"' returned San-
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doval. " To live under the despot who rules

over us, is worse to me than death itself ; and

that, too, shall be welcome if the hour has

arrived, though I would fain not die without a

struggle. I, however, should not have spoken

thus openly to you, were I not convinced you

feel as a true patriot and a Spaniard."

Gorriz still paused before he spoke, and then

enquired his name.

" Calisto Sandoval,"" was the reply.

" Calisto Sandoval," repeated the Colonel,

slowly smoothing his forehead with his hand,

and looking down thoughtfully—" I have heard

that name true—you are Sandoval the

artillery Captain, the friend of General Cien-

fuegos, of the Third Army."

" The same," said our hero.

" Why, now I remember having seen you

while you remained at Pamplona, in your way

to the interior. How is it that you left the

army ?"

" Because I have sworn in my heart to bear
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no arms against any but despots and tyrants,"

replied Sandoval.

" So then, you are still true to those senti-

ments I heard you deliver with manly boldness

when I once dined with your General ; and

you purpose living in them ?" enquired again

Gorriz.

" And dying too, if it be required," an-

swered Sandoval. " Such at least is the motive

that urges me to go in quest of your heroic

General, who I know must feel and resent the

treatment we receive at Ferdinands hands, for

the sacrifices and toils wehave undergone for him.'"

" Indeed," said Gorriz, throwing away sA\

reserve, " you may well say so. Here in this

province, where we lavished torrents of our

blood, and where our valiant chief led us

through such extraordinary perils, to drive the

enemy from our land, and restore Ferdinand to

the throne ; do we see Espeleta, a man known

only by his cowardice and inutility, invested

with the vice-royalty, and daring publicly to

VOL. I. p
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declare that he will have Mina tried for the just

punishments he inflicted during the war on

those traitors who would have delivered him to

the enemy tied hand and foot. Mina tried

!

whose immortal deeds caused him to be hailed

wherever he went as the avenger and saviour of

our native mountains, and who might (had he

but wished it) have declared himself the king,

and defied the whole power of the ruling despot,

as he had just done that of a more powerful

enemy !—and it is this Espeleta who threatens to

try him !—Is this to be borne ?—No, no, it

shall not be,*" added he, pacing the room in

hurried manner, '' this night, yes, this night,

shall our banner wave on the city ramparts, and

to-morrow a purer sun shall gild the horizon of

Spain, and cheer the patriot's heart."''

" Then,"" cried Sandoval, enraptured at the last

words that had escaped Gorriz, "I am still in

time to aid in raising the banner of liberty ?

—

thapk God !"

" What did I say, then ?"" asked Gorriz, start-
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ing back, and with anxious looks. " Did I betray

the secret ? Did I say any thing about to-night ?'

'

" You have confided, not betrayed a secret,"

answered Sandoval, "and if it were entrusted to

you as such, it shall not pass iny lips.—Makeyour

mind easy, Colonel,"" added he, seeing that Gorriz

was disturbed, "you have nothing to fear. In my

bosom it lies concealed as sacredly as in your

own."

" 'Tis not that I fear your betraying it," said

the Colonel, " I know it is as sacred with you as

with myself; but it is the first in my life that has

escaped me, and I ought to have been on my

guard. You are the only one who knows it, and

I would I could recal it even at the expence of my

life ;—^but since it cannot be, let it be buried in

your bosom. And now, farewell, and be pre-

pared to march with us to-night at eight o'clock.'"'

The pleasure felt by Sandoval on leaving

Gorriz's quarters, can only be conceived by those

who, having once engaged in perilous undertak-

ings, are on the point of striking the blow which is

to secure to them what they have been vainly en-

p 2
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deavouring to obtain through years of toil and

strife. His countenance, limbs, motions, all ex-

hibited the degree of excitement he felt on this

joyful occasion. Unconscious that he was in the

public streets, he ran rather than walked, hopped,

limped about, and rubbed his hands in such a

strange manner, that he might easily have been

taken for some harmless madman, who had given

the slip to his keepers, and was enjoying his new

liberty. How long he would have rambled about

at this pace it is impossible to say, had he not

happened to run into the barracks, where Gorriz's

regiment was quartered. In looking around, he

was surprised to see that most of the soldiers he

met appeared dejected or discontented, some even

frowned sulkily at the officers who passed by.

—

" Zounds !'' said one, who had been just repri-

manded by an officer for the boisterous insolence

of his language, " give me what you have been

promising every day for these eight months, and

you'll get rid of my grumbling. We en-

gaged to serve during the war only, and our

licences ought not to have been withheld from us
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an instant after it terminated. Instead of that,

here we are quartered amidst filth and vermin,

and kept, as it were, to be gradually starved, till

we become as dry as cod-fish.'

In fact the barracks presented the very picture

of misery and desolation. Windows unglazed,

dormitories without any partitions, and with only

a few planks raised a few inches from the floor,

on which some rotten straw, intended for mat-

trasses, and emitting an offensive smell, was

strewed here and there, their whole covering con-

sisting of a blanket, the colour of which it was im-

possible to ascertain. The floors, matted with

dust and filth, created every species of vermin ;

and the bare walls, the holes and chinks of which

were the receptacles of disgusting reptiles, pre-

sented on all sides frightful faces, monsters of

every description, and revolting obscenities drawn

by their predecessors, the French, with the black

smoke of the torches with which that wretched

abode was lighted at night. On the other hand,

the dress of the soldiers corresponded in every

respect with their dwelling, their regimentals ex-



318 SANUOVAL ; OR,

hiblting patches of various colours, or stiches as

long as bears' teeth, and the shoes, of those who

had any, holes through which the toes peeped

out in despite of the patches which had been care-

fully sown to cover them. As to rations and pay,

they had been gradually retrenched, until the

soldiers considered themselves very fortunate if

they received their half pound of bread, some

lentils or beans, and five quartos* a day.

It was not to be wondered at, then, if these

poor wretches, who had so much contributed to

the triumph of Spanish independence, and who

were now so infamously treated, showed symp-

toms of insubordi nation and dissatisfaction, espe-

cially against their officers, whom they were taught

by Mina's enemies to consider as the principal per-

sons through whose agency they had beenbrought

to that state of miser}'.—"While your General

and your officers were in want of you," said the in-

sidious enemies, " you were abundaiuly provided

with everything you wanted ; but now, when

* Three half-pence.
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your services are no longer needed, you see how

you are treated. And yet they keep from you

the licences which they had promised to give you

on the termination of the war ; but they do so to

have soldiers over whom they may continue to

exercise the tyrannical authority to which they

are accustomed."

The fact was, that Mina's admirable system

of administration, by wliich, during the war, his

soldiers enjoyed such excellent rations and good

pay, had been discontinued by the ruUng faction

during the GeneraFs visit to Madrid ; and all the

remonstrances of the other chiefs to obtain redress

had been unavailing. But those calumnies were

circulated with the meditated object of rendering

Mina and his officers unpopular with their

soldiers. Afraid that the violence and tyranny

of their faction would rouse the indignation of that

upright chief, they thought, that the best way to

render his efforts nugatory was to demoralize his

troops, and deaden that influence which he had

so usefully exerted, during the late struggle,

over the minds of his soldiers, and which forms
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the basis of all military subordination. In order

to effect this, they did not confine themselves to

mere calumnies ; but exhorted the soldiers to

desert, using every argument in their power to

convince them that it was a duty they owed to

themselves and their families; and when these

arguments failed, they resorted to privations and

slights, which could not fail to make an impression

on men, who had been accustomed to be re-

ceived with open arms, and looked upon as

heroes and liberators wherever they arrived.

Hence desertion, which before was hardly known,

became now very common, some urged by the

reasons just stated, and others yielding to the re-

peated entreaties of their families ; so that, as a

considerable number of the division was com-

posed of volunteers from the neighbouring pro-

vinces, who had engaged to serve only while the

war lasted, it was at the epoch here alluded to

considerably diminished, and those who remained

in it
J
had not, as we have already observed, great

reason to be satisfied with the treatment they

received.
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Such was the deplorable state of things

among Mina's division on his return from Madrid

to Navarre. To some it will appear extraordinary

that, under such circumstances, he should have

thought of making the bold attempt of raising

the standard of liberty ; but besides that it was

impossible for him ever to imagine that the de-

moralization of his soldiers had reached to such

a height, though he had been punctually informed

of some of the principal occurrences, if the at-

tempt was to be made at all, was he to wait till

he had not a man left, or till all obedience was at

an end ? Impressed from the moment he left the

slavish court of the ungrateful Ferdinand, that

there was not an instant to be lost in demanding

the fulfilment of the decree of the 4th of May,

in which a royal promise had been given to con-

voke the Cortes, as the ancient Constitution ofthe

realm prescribed, he thought the moment of his

return to the division the best for carrying into

effect the plan he had conceived, and ensuring the

success of his just demands, trusting still to find

p 3
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the remainder of his fellow soldiers alive tof

honour and patriotism.

Wereturnnow to Sandoval. After various con-

versations which he held with some of the soldiers,

from which he augured nothing very favourable

to the success of the great enterprise they were

about to undertake, and which considerablydamp-

ed the enthusiasm to which a moment before he

had so extravagantly abandoned himself, he went

to the inn where his servant Roque had taken the

horses, with the intention of recruiting all his

forces, that he might be able to go through the

fatiffues of the nig-ht with the resolution that

SI strong mind derives from an increase of physical

vigour. Having performed this duty as became

his youth and appetite, he proceeded to Gorriz's

quarters, where he found him seated at table

with some of his officers, and on the point of

finishing their repast. Soon after, the Colonel

and Sandoval were left alone, the officers having

the necessary preparations to make for the march

;

irhen they entered into a confidential conversation
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an the approaching events, in which, however,

both seemed afraid of touching on the discontent

prevalent among the troops. They, nevertheless,

drank together to the success of the glorious en-

terprise, with the enthusiastic fervour peculiar to

each, and contented themselves with looking on

the bright side of the picture.
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CHAP. XIV.

Though perils did abound

As thick as thought could make 'em, and appear

In forms more horrid
;
yet my duty

As doth a rock against the chiding flood,

Should the approach of this wild river break,

And stand unshaken yours.

S11AK8PEAKE.

At six o'clock precisely Gorriz''s regiment was

formed in the square. It did not present a

splendid show of finely arrayed warriors; but

there were no faint hearts among them ; for their

General never kept any individual in his division

who in the hour of danger betrayed the least

signs of fear, and all his men had passed the

ordeal of his steady and penetrating eye. On

this occasion, however, their hard features were

overcast with an air of sullenness and discontent
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that foreboded no good. They asked each other

in low whispers whither their chief intended

marching them ; there were even some who put

the question to their officers ; but as none knew,

their curiosity remained ungratified, which did

not fail to add considerably to their previous dis-

satisfaction. At last the order to march being

given, they left Puente de la Reyna through the

Pamplona gate. On the road to this city they

continued for about an hour; but Gorriz, who

had received orders from Mina to take every

precaution that prudence could suggest to dis-

guise their undertaking, and defeat even the re-

motest conjecture of the soldiers, led themthrough

circuitous paths, some miles away from the beaten

road, always refusing to give any explanation to

the officers who demanded it. This mysterious

conduct raised their suspicions, which encreased

considerably when they saw that a company, who

had received orders to march to a neighbouring

village, returned to join the regiment loaded with

ladders, which they had found there ready for

them. As their march lengthened, the road they
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followed, though still circuitous, was gradually

becoming more direct to Pamplona. The officers

now began to murmur loudly about the intended

operations, and the soldiers marched reluctantly

091, both parties being convinced that an assault

on the city was meditated, and speculating on

the object of such an attempt. The soldiers,

anxious to ascertain it, enquired of the Serjeants,

and the latter of the officers, who on their side

put the question to their Colonel ; he, however,

answered them by assurances that he knew

nothing more of the matter, than that he had

received in the morning an official order from

the General, directing him to repair to head-

quarters by the road they were now following.

Such an explanation did not satisfy either the

officers or the men, who, whether through

fatigue, for it was now almost midnighj;, and they

liad marched over many leagues of territory, or

through reluctance to commence a fresh struggle,

began to slacken their march, break the line of

formation, and by degrees to lag behind and de-

eprt. The clamour of the men, as they approach-
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ed Pamplona, and tlie visible desertion that had

taken place among them, obliged the officers to

demand from the Colonel, in a more peremptory

manner, satisfactory explanations respecting the

meditated attempt. Gorriz, who saw that the

soldiery were almost in a state of mutiny, caused

them to halt, and complying with the wishes of

the officers, withdrew aside to hold a conference

on the subject. He again protested he knew

nothing of the nature or object of the attempt

;

but that at about a quarter of a league from

Pamplona, he was to receive the necessary in-

structions to act, and would also give them the

information they wanted ; and that should it not

be sufficiently satisfactory, they might then send

to the General himself, who by that time would be

near the citadel. The officers said, that to ensure

tile co-operation of their men, and gain their con-

fidence, some explanation less ambiguous ought to

be given them on the spot, and that they them-

selves must have a more defined notion of this

mysterious undertaking before they marched a

step farther Gorriz exerted himself to the
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Utmost, to persuade them to march at least a

quarter of a league towards Pamplona ; but

unable to prevail on them, he resolved to send

Sandoval and another officer to the place where

the General was likely to be found, to inform

him of the state of things in the regiment he

commanded.

Sandoval and his companion rode as fast as

the darkness of the night permitted, and in little

more than twenty minutes they reached the foot

of the citadel. As they walked their horses slow-

ly round ihe ramparts, which were, completely

enveloped in darkness, they heard, amidst

the deep silence which prevailed around,

some whispers, and low murmurs in one of the

moats. They approached, and by the footsteps,

rustling of arms, and other noises, they inferred

that it must be there that the General would be

found. Having alighted and secured their

horses, they descended into the moat, and found

Mina, with various officers of the staff, some

lancers, and some infantry soldiers, preparing

the ladders for the assault of the citadel.
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The two emissaries called the General aside,

and after the first greetings with Sandoval, and

a hearty welcome, he listened to his statement

of the occurrences in Gorriz's regiment with

looks in which surprise was blended with indig-

nation—" How !" he exclaimed, " are things

come to this crisis!—and does the first regiment,

in which 1 placed my greatest trust, refuse

to obey my orders ?—It is impossible !—I cannot

believe it— it cannot be."

" Unfortunately it is but too true. General,"

said Sandoval's companion.

" Then," cried he indignantly—" it shall not

be," and walking rapidly out of the moat to a

short distance, where he had a horse ready

saddled, he mounted it, and accompanied by

our two emissaries galloped on towards the

place where the regiment halted. Aware that

he had not a moment to lose, if he wished to

prevent the failure of the enterprise, and un-

willing to abandon it altogether while there was

the remotest hope of success, he was resolved to
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make every exertion to bring the soldiers back

to their duty.

On arriving near the place where the troops

were, he stopped his horse, and sent forward the

officer who accompanied him, to request his

brother officers to come and confer witli him,

without being overheard by the soldiery. Mean-

time he alighted and walked to and fro, holding

his horse by the bridle, till they all arrived, with

Gorriz at their head.—" Gentlemen," said he,

when he saw himself surrounded by them all,

" what do you want to know from me? Can you

no longer trust your chief.''—and must he now

take no step without first disclosing its object to

every man of his division.'*—How often have I

betrayed you, that you should do me the injus-

tice to suspect that I could undertake anything

that was not to your honor and advantage.'*"

" General," said one of the officers, " allow

me to assure you in the name of my brother

officers, that our confidence in the measures you

may meditate is at the present moment as firm
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as it was formerly. We believe that they can

only be for the honour and interest, both of our-

selves an4 the nation; but the perverted ^irit

of the soldiery demands some expiauation. which

by gi^'ing them an insight into the subject,

should, at the same time convince them that

their condition would be amehorated by the

project in execution.''

" My friends," said the General, " every one

of you is acquainted with Ferdinand's conduct

towards all those who have laboured for his

restoration, towards yourselves, and towards the

nation. From the observations which I had an

opportunity of making during my residence at

Madrid, 1 mfer, that we have nothing to expect

from him but contempt, misery, and degra-

dation. This being the case, I have resc^ve4

to seize on Pamplona, hoist the banners of libertyr

on its turrets, call around them the friends of a

rational government, and compel Ferdinand to

show his gratitude to the nation, by giving back

the institutions which he has so treacherously

overthrown, or at least by fuliilling the promise
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he gave us in the decree of the fourth of May,

of convoking the Cortes in the manner of our

forefathers. These are my intentions, and I

appeal to you if I am wrong in demanding this

reward for our services."

The officers unanimously applauded those

resolutions, and declared themselves ready to

assist in such a glorious enterprise. Some of them,

however, wished to know if there were any pro-

bability of success, to which Mina replied, that

he could offer the firmest assurances of it

—

" The entrance in the city," added he, " pre-

sents no risk whatever; for those points through

which we shall penetrate are occupied by one

of those regiments who are in the secret of our

plans. As for the other troops who are in the

town, they must yield either willingly or per-

force, as also those troops belonging to the

fourth army, who are stationed in various places

of this and the neighbouring provinces ; though

I have good reasons for saying that their chiefs

will not stir the length of a pike to oppose our

plans, nay, I am assured of their co-operation."
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After various other explanations, all tending

to shew that the meditated attempt was not the

result of the single effort of an individual, nor

that of rashness and despair, it was agreed by

all that the plan should proceed. The General,

then, to show the satisfaction he felt at this

decision, shook every officer successively by the

hand with enthusiastic warmth, and afterwards

gave them orders to place themselves at the

head of their men. They all immediately

occupied their respective posts, drawn up in line

of battle ; and Mina, placing himself in front of

the troops, addressed them in a short but ener-

getic speech, in which he recalled to them their

past deeds, the confidence they had alwiays

reposed in him, and their obedience to his

orders, the honour they would now confer on

themselves and the nation by their devotedness

to the sacred cause of their country, and the

brilliant prospects that awaited them on the

termination of the glorious entei*prise in which

they were about to be engaged.

During this short discourse the deepest silence
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reigned among the soldiers ; but no one doubted

it would be followed by enthusiastic cheers and

repeated vivas. But what was the surprise,

vexation, and disappointment of the General

and his officers, when, instead of shouts, there was

not even a whisper to be heard. Mute, and

fixed to the spot, the soldiers appeared to have

suddenly lost the power of speech or of action.

Mina, accustomed as he had been to receive the

dieers of his soldiers whenever he addressed

them, presaged from this sullen silence the most

fatal results ; but as it was necessary to make a

virtue of necessity, he gave the word of command

to march by companies. The grenadiers, com-

manded by Juanito (who has of late years shown

so much zeal against the Constitutional party in

the same province) were the first to carry arms

and march forward; but when the Captain of

the first company gave the word of command to

his men, a tremendous shout was suddenly heard,

as simultaneously uttered as if it had proceeded

from one gigantic throat.—" Halt," was the cry,

*' not a soul stirs from hence,—give' us our
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licences—the war is now over—we go to our

homes only—expect no more obedience from

ns.'"

Amidst these and other deafening cries, those

of the officers, who, mad with rage, endeavoured

by oaths and threats to bring the soldiers back

to their duty, were not even heard. One deep

shout was immediately followed by another

deeper still, and oaths and imprecations were

fulminated from the mouths of all. Amidst

this horrid confusion, the intrepid Mina rushed

towards the soldiers, eager to quell the mutiny,

and, fired with rage and despair, thundered out

his words above those drowning cries, and for a

moment silenced the uproar; but it was for a

moment only ; for no sooner his mighty voice

was heard alone, than the soldiery, as if

ashamed to have been borne down by a single

tongue, again burst out —" Away, General,

away, or you are a dead man.'"—" Fire," cried

a voice among them, and an in-egular discharge

suddenl)'^ commenced. The confusion and dis-

order that ensued are indescribable. The
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officers, anxious to prevent bloodshed, rushed

towards their soldiers ; but amidst the obscurity

of the night their swords clashed against the

bent bayonets, as they approached them, and in

retracing their steps they stumbled upon eacli

other, and fell, frequently in no small danger of

being run through by their own weapons, while

the fearless General stood firmly in front of

the troops exposed to the volleys of musquetry

that resounded from time to time, imploring

them to be pacified, and say what they wanted.

After more than ten minutes the mutiny

gradually subsided, and to the repeated ques-

tions of Mina, the soldiers answered, that they

must return to Puente de la Reyna and have

their licences granted.—" Return," said he,

" and there you shall obtain them ; but you will

one day repent having this night shut your ears

against the voice of your chief." Saying this

he gave the orders which the circumstances

permitted, for the return of the troops to Puente

de la Reyna with something like order; but

amidst the murmur and noise of the soldiers; the
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voices of the chiefs were not heard, and every

one took the road that best suited him ; some

indeed seized that opportunity to return to their

homes, armed and ready equipped, whilst those

officers, w ho had met most resistance from their

men, were obhged to go back to their quarters

through bye-ways, in order to avoid the outrages

to which they were still exposed.

Meanwhile Mina, accompanied by Gorriz,

Sandoval, and some other officers, returned at

full gallop to the place where he had been

making preparations to scale the walls of the

citadel; and, in hopes of being able again t(j

try his i'ate, gave orders to those who were

waiting for him in the moat to withdraw the

ladders immediately, and keep them in readiness

for the following night. This done, he desired

the friends who were around him to meet him

in a few hours, as he intended to present himself

at Puente de la Reyna before the mutineers, and

endeavour to gain them over either by promises

or threats, or at all events to ascertain how far

VOL. I. a
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they would be inclined to act in favour of their

country.

" Mi capitan," said Roque to his master, as

they turned aside from the front of the citadel,

in search of a hut, where they purposed passing

a few hours of repose, " it is a pretty mess that

we have witnessed. I had already recommended

my soul to God, and yours too ; for I saw that

those earnest entreaties of yours to the soldiers

to listen to the voice of their chief, those plung-

ings from one extremity of the line to the other,

whither I followed you, as if my nag had been

tied to your horseVtail, were likely to be re-

compensed by a couple of bullets, which would

at once have put an end to our exploits. I

never witnessed more stubbornness, even from

jack asses, than I saw displayed by those ac-

cursed fools; but what else could have been

expected from the well known obstinacy of

Biscayans and Navarese ? Does not the proverb

say of them, that a bull will beat them in intel-

lect ; but not in force and stubbornness.?"
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"• True, Roque," cried his master, " even a

bull would have yielded to those pathetic ex-

hortations of the brave and unfortunate Mina.

How my heart bled at seeing the brutal apathy

of those deluded slaves, and the torments he

suffered at their disobedience and insensibility !

I would have given my life that they had but

followed his steps; by this time Spain would

have been free, and their own misfortunes at an

end.—Yet he means to try them again ; but I

have no hope left. Nothing can be expected

from men whom our enemies have brutified and

demoralized.''

'' I think so too,'' said Roque, " therefore I

would advise our return to Logrono without

loss of time, and before the Captain General's

hounds begin their hunt after us, which I guess

will be a pretty hot one. And be assured we

shall not be spared, if we are caught, for the

trouble of coming so far in search of adventures."

" Let come what may, Roque," said his

master, "our duty is not yet over. While

Mina entertains a hope, we must stand by him,

ft 2
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and ever afterwards, should he h& in need of

our arms—But," added he, alighting near softie

ruined houses, " let us enter one of these ruins,

for I see no dwelling near which to direct our

steps, and our horses stand as much in need of

lepose as ourselves/'

They now took possession of one of the ruins,

and having secured their horses, Roque struck

a light, shared between the horses some barley

he had brought with him in his bags, and then

drawing out some cold meat, bread and cheese,

sat down to his supper with that keenness of

appetite to which he was never a stranger, and

much less now, when it had been considerably

increased by the long march which they had

performed. Meantime his master spread his

cloak on the ground, and lying down resigned

his senses to the influence of sleep, in which he

was imitated by Roque, as soon as the cravings

of hunger had been duly appeased.

It is an observation which the soldier has

often an opportunity of making, that, however

fatigued, he can always awake at the precist
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time he wishes, even if liis repose must be con-

fined to a couple of hours ; hence Sandoval and

his servant were on their legs, ready to join

Mina, three hours after they had laid themselves

down; when they proceeded to the place of

rendezvous, which was on the road to Puente

de la Reyna, where they found Mina ready to

start with his adjutants, some officers, a few

employes^ and a party of light cavalry belonging

to his regiment of lancers. This cavalcade set

off for the place of their destination at a brisk

trot; but in coming near the town they met an

oflBcer who had just left Puente de la Rejma,

and who, belonging to the regiment of the

mutineers, informed Mina, that the voices of the

officers was not yet listened to, and that there

was as much noise and confusion as on the

previous night. Upon this information the

General sent one of his escort to the town, with

an official order to the Lieutenant-Colonel, on

whom the command of the regiment had de-

volved, (Gorriz being then with Mina,) request-

ing an interview with him. The messenger was

Q. 3



3i2 «ANDOVAL ; OB,

not long in returning with an answer from the

Lieutenant-Colonel, in which he regretted he

could not leave the house where he was, as he

would be certain to fall a victim to the fury of

the soldiery; at the same time warning him

how he approached the tosvn, for there was an

advanced post placed (by whose orders he knew

not) at a little distance from it, on the same

road by which he was coming.

Mina, who was determined to do his utmost

to secure the obedience of his favourite regiment,

pushed forward, followed by his escort. Before

him, in the manner of scouts, went two lancers,

to whom the centinel of the said advanced post,

gave the usual challenge

—

Quien vivef—" The

General,"" was the answer.—" Let the General

halt V returned he, to which the two scouts paid

no attention, but moved on rapidly upon him.

The sentinel, who thought their intentions

hostile, fired his musket, and called to arms.

Lnmediately his companions rushed out, and a

skirmish began. Every man in the General's

escort now drew forth his weapon, and galloped
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forward to hem in their enemy, who, however,

retreated in good order, keeping up a lively

fire till they reached the town, when some

hundreds of their comrades, who were concealed

in the houses, rushed out to their support. The

contest now was too unequal to last long, the

volleys of musketry from the mutineers could

not be successfully returned by the few military

who composed the General's escort, and who

were chiefly armed with lances and swords.

Consequently, Mina and all his friends were

compelled to retreat, followed by their enemies,

v/ho pressed on all sides down upon them, and

ultimately remained masters of the field.

Fortunate in having escaped with life, Mina

was obliged to withdraw into the mountains,

sensible of the fallacy of that hope which had

led him to undertake his country's deliverance,

under the impression that he could still exert over

the minds of his soldiers that influence which

had rendered him invincible during the late Strugs

gle with tyranny, and by means of which he had

still expected to triumph over the weaker efforts



844 SANDOVAL; OR,

of despotism. His nephew, the gallant and

ill-fated Xavier Mina, who had been one of the

principal promoters and agents of this unsuc-

cessful enterprise, and who had everywhere

kept near his uncle, joined him there, having,

immediately after the failure of this attempt,

endeavoured to make partisans among the

cavalry of the division, who were stationed on

the banks of the Ebro ; but he had the grief to

find that, with the exception of some of the

officers, he could not rely on any of the troops,

who laid on Mina, and on the other chiefs, the

blame of having their licences delayed. Thus

abandoned by their soldiers, the two Generals

sought an asylum in France, where it is well

known they were immediately arrested by the

French government, though soon afterwards

liberated.

The principal victims who fell at Pamplona,

a sacrifice to this unsuccessful attempt, were the

brave Colonels Gorriz and Zea; the rest were

condemned to other punishments, and various

kinds of sufferings.
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Our hero, having escaped unhurt in the last

mentioned affray as well as his servant, Roque,

and having ascertained that Mina's intention now

was to cross the Pyrenees, and wait in France

for a more favourable opportunity of coming

forward to strike a more effective blow at des-

potism, took his leave of the General, and with

a heavy heart commenced his march home-

wards, where he hoped to arrive in time to

escape the suspicion of having participated in

the late unfortunate attempt.

END OF VOL. I.
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CHAPTER I. 

Tbit 11 ,a new way or beggldg, Uld a neal one. 
IILftcaaa'• PILG&JK. 

IN manhood a severe disappointment will 
often produce inaction; in youth, on ~e con

trary, the momentary depression which it·canses 

. is generaUy followed by restlessness and activity, 

because prudence, which frequently chills the 

.ardow of maturity, is not numbered among its 

attributes. . Thus alone can we account for 
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' Sandoval's resolution of returning to those 

place8 which lie had left in disgus~ and in 

which, known and beset by enemies, he could 

' not fail to be exposed to dangers as great as he 

hoped to escape by lfying from the province 

which had been the scene of the late rebellion. 

But the truth is, that there were ~ther motive3 

sufficiently powerful in themselves to induce 

him to return to Logroiio, and risk all the 

perils with wh~ch such a step was likely to be 

attended. 

Reflection, which invariably follows violent 

anger, though only in those who are capable o( 

it at any other time, had much tempered the in. 

dignant feelings which had urged hi~ to con

demn Gabriela as a faithless and perfidious 

w~an. He now thought he had judged too 

hastily of an accident,. which though sufficiently 

mysterious, was not so conclusive as to warrant . 

suspicions which destroyed in aR instant that 

character for consistency, . innocence of mind, 

and warmth of affection which she "had mani

fested ever since he had· become acquainted with 

_. 
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'her. Desirous, therefore, to d'] her ample jus

tice, and no'.less anxious to have the mystery of 

Fermin's nocturnal visit to her explained,· he 

came to the resolutio.n,of requesting an inter

•iew with his brother ; and, should he find that 

her affection for him had really vanished, sacri

fice to Fermin hi~ h<>JlCS of happine~ on earth. 

This determination cost him many a struggle 

before he succeeded in making it ; but his high 

minded generosity at last triumphed, though, if 

the whole truth must be told, it was not alt~ 

gether mimingled with a certain portion ot the 

pride of self-ma~tyrdom ; and~ now and then too, 

the reflection, that the heart of a ~oman who 

could waver between him and another was not 

worth possessing, oor its loss hardly worth 18. . 
menting, came. in t.11 assist in reconciling him 

· to his fate. Accordingly, on coming within two 

leagues of Logroiio, he sent Roqut! upon this · 

message, and, turning ~way from the high road, 

entered a path leading to a farm, which ad

joined a small village; . T~e te~nt of this place • 

was an honest husbandman, rough and bhn~t in 

B ~. 
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lfts s~. and manners; but, like the"generality 

df these . men through~ut Castile, frank, kind-

. hearted, and possessing strong good aense, ~ 

with shrewdness as well as an unbending con

sciousness of his in~dence. As this honest 

farmer had known Sandoval lroin his earliest 

infancy, and had received from our hero's father 

~any important favours, Sandoval resolved to 
seek an asylum in his house, until he coUld de

vise some plan by which he might more efFec

tually evade the persecutions to which ,he was 

eJtP.Osed•. 
In approaching the place of his d~n,. • 

through an open country, partly of vineyard 

· ground, and partly of wood and arable land, he 
now and then caught sight of die house, which, 

like most farms in this J*'l of Spain, did not 
I 

present in its exterior a very symmetrical 01: 

Attractive appearance. It was built of unbaked 

bricks, and exhibited on one side of it a little door 

at one of the extremities ; on one side of it there 

~et'e. several low iron-grated windows belongiilg 

to the' gf9Und Boor, and thtee half ruined bal-
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boDies· allove, duly decomkld With braoclieil of 

b>nseerated palm, wbidh our 'host bad ·received 

Jrite11 he once attended ib hili capaeity of litewal'd 

oC t!he Palm Sunday procession, and wliteh·serv~ 
the house.in place of an deotrieal eondwcmr, a 

well as a preservative against the arts Of the devil, 

and the witches, if perchance aay came to sqjoum 

in the village. Near the high projecting roof 

were some large holes, having neither glaZing 

nor shutters, through which scores of spartowft 

~ access to the granaries. The door, whieh • 

opened into a kind of :pOrtal or passage, bad 

the upper of .the two co.mpmments, into which 

· it was divided, enclosed, and the lo:wtll' shut, as 

is customary. Here Sandoval; having ftrst 

alighted aad tied his ho1'8e te one ef. tiM iron 

riDgs -which were liKed io the w'ali Of. the r,um, 
:Paused, and uttered . th.e usual .. salutatifJll~. :Ave 
Maria Purinma, before he en.tered.the thresh-
old. .. t . •• 

· ~':Sit~- p6CQiiJ t~~,, llllllwered the rough 

' . 
• Conceived without aiD. 
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and loud voice of the honest landlord, who was at. 

the moment in the parlour with his wife and 

family, and with the priest of the neighbouring 

village, who had just· arrived to settle with him 

about sending him the tithes of what he .him..: 

self had calculated the harvest of com, oliv~ 

wine, &c. would amount to. 

Sandoval ente!'ed the room where this party 

were assembled; and was imme~liately received 

by the farmer and his wife with a close embrace.-

. " W eleome to our house,'' cried both With one ac

cord,: " We rejoice at · seeing that you bne not 

forgotten us, though there are strange things 

afloat concerning you." 

The prie8t, who sat in the only arm chair there 

w1111 in . the house, nodded gravely as Sandoval 

made his obeisance to him, while the three little 

boys, who were present, approached their new 

guest cautiously, with. their thu,mbs stuck in their 

open mouths, and their large dark eyes consider

ably ~tended M . they . gazed with. infantine 

curiosity on the stranger, who!!e military ap. 

parel excited both their Wonder and awe.-
1 
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H Hipolito," said. the farmer's wife to her husband, , 

" did you ever see such a ~oe man as our Seiiori&o 

is grown?· Little did I think when I used to 
dandle him in my arm1, ~d when he was no 

bigger_ than. one of our brats, that I should see 

him one day taller than yourself.". · 

" Go, and fetch some .refreshments for him 

· q~ckly; and tell Francisco to take his horse to 

the stable, and feed him well," said the tio• . 
Hipolito, "and you may then wonder as much as 

you please; Meantime, Seiior Don Oalisto, sit 

:you._ down, and we will talk presently about what 

amcerns you, ev~n more than me. At p~esent I 
must hear out our Seiioc cur at ~ere, who is come 

for his share of our earnings:" 

" Whieh belongs to Us by divine-right," imme

diately added tlie priest, who held in his band a 

a!Sh-book, ~n which there was an exact inventory 

of the amount of the farmer's seeds, grains, and 

• Tio means literally uncle; but this appellation : is 
given to the peasant• in most parts of· Spain, and par
tleulariJ in Castile. 

t p.u:ate, or patiah priest. 
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all other fruits of the f~rm, of which he demand

ed ·the tenth, even to the laSt fraction, without 

discounting the expences of sowing, reaping, 

manuring, labour, conveyance, and a thousand 

'other disbursements-" for," continued he, "as 

one of our wiaest kings (our present excepted) 

said, in speaking of the tithes-' this is the word, 

because it'i..s the tenth part of every thing which 

must be given, and hence the Christians lay it 

always aside ; . and the Saints, who spoke of it, 

shewed by as · many reasons as they could, that 

men ought to give ~e tenth part of everything, 

rather than any other number ; because, in the 

first plaCe, our God created ten orders of' angels, 

one of ~hich having, on account of their pride, 

fallen, he wished to complete it from the lineage 

of men ; and, in the second, because our Goo 
gave to Moses ten commandments, which he 

ordered should be kept, that men should ~ive 

well with each other, and abstain from 'commit

ting _those sins which he condemns ; and thereby 

meet with no evil hereafter. But'there is yet 

another reason why men should give the tenth 



pari, and it _is, because of the ten senses· God 

gave them, to enable them to perfo.rm all their 

works, to preserve and better themselves, t,o act 

wiaely, and keepsc.rupnlously the ten command

.mentsofthelaw, so that by followingthehumility 
. . 

ol·our Lord Jesus Christ, they shall merit to 

obtain that place which the tenth order of angels 

lOBt by their pride.'• Such are. the very word1 

of one whose great wisdom is proverbial, and who 

besides was a king. Without therefore bringing - ' \ . 

Latin texts from the scriptures, which you don•t 

understand, to mpport these rea~ns, I shall only 

mention one or two cases, that happened when I 

was viearin a village of Galicia, and which prove 

how dangerous it is to withhold from the holy 

. ministers of our mother chu.rch the premises due 

to her." 

These last words seemed to be addressed 

• Don Aq,honlo the Wi.re, Tit. XX. part. I. In th.iS 
ingenious piece of reasoning, his majeaty shows, that be 
learned mat~tics and astronomy to lOme purpoae. It 
ia laughable to observe, how be reduces everything to 
D~n ; b~ atill more eo, that he should have doubled 
the number of eenses to answer his purpose better.. · 

B I 

• 
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princfpally to tia Agustina, the farmer's wife, . 

who· having given her directions_ to FrancisCo, · · 

as she had been desired by her lord and master, 

had immediately returned to listen to the priest~s 

discourse, unwilling to lose any part of it; for 

besides having the reputation of being the 

village devotee, which it was incumbent upon 

her to preserve, she was always very much 

edified by the little stories with which the Senor 

Cura was in the habit of embellishing his ~x

hortau"ons: ·In order, therefore, not to lose the 

best part of the priest's spee~h, :she tui-ned 

sharply round io the children. to command 

si~nce; but t~e latter, who had seized on San~ 

doval's military hat, sword, 11.0d whip, as soon 

as their first surprise had passed, and who were 

now amusing themselves as noisily ~ they 

could ; the .one who had obtained posse..c:;:.ion of 

the hat, making profound bows to the company,' . 

and mimicking the .. priesfs speech, another 

riding on the. sword as hard as he could, and 

the third running after him cracking his whip, 

and hallooing as loudly as his little lungs pe;-
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mitted, did not seem at all inclined t<> comply 
with their mother's desire. . This produced an 

_ altercation between the contending parties, dur

ing which tlie J.DOther was obliged . to have 

recourse to her dista1f, with which she succeeded 

in arguing them out of the room; .after. which 

she re-entered, and sat down to hear the :r:est of 

the priest"s discourse. 

" You must know, tia Agustina," resumed the , 

pi.est, " that there was . a wicked sinner in a 

village of Galicia, of which I was vicar,. so little 

~entiou~ so lost to God and his sa!nts,' that 

in measuring the com for the church, he made 

· Use of false measures to cheat her o! her due. 

This horrible fraud God permitted for hall a 

dozen times, though not without some warnings, 

such as f'rightrul dreams, and little fits of illness ; 

still the sinner attempted it a seventh time, when 

one of his eyes started at ~east an inch and 

a half from its socket ; and on the eighth time he 

committed the deadly sbl, the other did the 

same; but will you believe that he took no 

' warning frQm such a marked testimony of God's 
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wrath, _and that he attempted the fraud a ninth 

time ? Yet such 'Was the fact, but horrible was 

the punishment r for suddenly his tongue was 

seen banging nearly a foot out of his mouth, 

and in this .horrific state he remained, ~hibit-. 

ing a frightful spectacle to the world, until he 

·restored to the church what be bad so .sacri-
legious~y withheld from her. The other case,.,., 
.continued he, " is no less affecting. A bUS:. 
bandman bad a vineyard and a daughter. She 

was as fair as a May flower, and the vineyard as 

productive aa a man could well wish. When 

the vintage came, the father formed the wick~ 

intention of sending no tithes to the !Agar" be

longing to the church, and, horrible to relate, 

· on the day of the vintage he found the whole 

vineyard dried up, and his beautiful daughter a 

lifeless corpse beneath one of the vines ! IDa 

despair may be U:6agined; he ran distractedly 

about the country, and climbing up to the 

summit of a high rock, sought the most precipi-

• The place where the grapea are preued •. 
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tous side, and ~king a furious leap,, dashed 

hiuiself into the yawning abyss below. Thus 

does God punish ·the defrauder of our mother 

church in this world. And not only in this, 

~or in the next the ~ternal flames shall ·make the 
very marrow of his bones boil within ·them, and 

burn without being consumed. As for your

selves, my dear parishioners, I need not recom

mend you to act like good Christians, and send 

the premises to the village as soon and as 

exactly as the church Commands ; ~or I am sure 

you will do it of your own good will, and from 

your strong sense of Christian duty." 

Saying this, be took his large round hat, 

gave hi;'band to the little brats who had stolen 

into the room again, and now skulked down 

on their knees to kiss it, wrapped himself up in 

his ample black cloak, and with a " May God 

pow' out on you all his blessings," walked orlt 

of the bouse with becoming gravity of de

meanour, accompanied as far as the door by the 

honest landlord, who immediately after re-en

tered the toom, . shaking his head and saying, 
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" A_ye; I could have sworn he w.ould not leave 

in the inkstand• his everlasting stories of hea

venly visitations on those who keep a few hand-
. , fuls of their own com, or a few bunches of their 

own grapes ; and I'll wager anything, that next 

week he"ll honour us again with a visit to treat 

about the tenth of the fowls, chickens, and eggs, 

of the swine, sheep, and lambs, of the oxen, 

cows, and calves of the . . • . ."" 

Here a salutation of " Deo Gratia8~" at the 

door interrupted the tio Hipolit~'s disooul'8e, 

and presently a Franciscan friar, . with his gny 

frock, large girdle, with a rosary suspended 

to it round his waist, the beans of which ~ere 

almost the size of. eggs, and a round straw hat 

equal in shape and size to a good large parasol, 

made his appearance. He had on his ahoulder 

a pair of alfor;ja8, t and on his left ~ an 

empty sack. " Good morning, sister Agustina," 

said he, walking up to her, and sitting in the 

• Dtjar en el tintero, leave in the inkstand, or to 
forget. 

t Saddle bags. 
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~hair with all the authority of an humbJe 

servant of God. " Good morning, gentlemen. 

Hard times, these, sistel' Agustina; for our poor 
oommunity. 1 know not how it. happens, but 

the faithful seem to hang back in their alma to 

our convent, and our poverty is extreme this 

year. Only think, our Reverend Father, Alonso, 

your venerable father Confess6r, went yesterday 

without his chocolate m· the morning, bec8use 
the pious lady who ·furnished him· usually with 

a few pounds of, it, dying the other day, no one 

has. had the ·kindness to remember that he still 

remains in . this world. Poor holy man! how 

dejected he looked ! He was so · distressed, 

that he could not go to the Confessional, as he · 

always does, so that 'I fear we shall soon lose him." 

The tia Agustina was much moved at this 

pathetic account. She immedia~y got up, and 

opening a large chest, which occupied a corner 

of the r~m, took out of it six . cakes of choco
late, weighing an ounce each, and putting them 

into the friar's hand, said, '' There, brother, 
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gave that to his Reverence, and tell him be shall · 

hear from me before they are out; and that I 

laope be ~ iaclude me in bia prayers." 

'' That he will, and you · may depend on it," 
said the friar, taking the cakes and thrusting 

them into his· ·wide aleeve. « The prayers, 

penances, and floggings o~ the brethren have 

been very beneficial this year to the crops; for . 

I am informed the abundance of com was very 
great, and as I am come to fetch the alms for 

our convent, perhaps you will ·serve me now, 

for I have at the door the donkey to convey · 

them, and as I have already said, the oom

muaity being much distressed, they woUld be 

, glad of a double ration, for which you will reap 

a double harvest next year." 

"Why, ~th;r," said the tio Hipolito, 
" who was the wag who infoljllled you of this 

year's abundance? l'll wager be Was no pro. 

prietor of corn himself, or at J!ast he f~ not 

your frequent applications, else he would not 

have told such a palpa\>1e falaehood. Why, 

• 
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there is almost a famine in the province for 

want of it." 

" I'll tell you a good jo~e with which our 

fat~er lecturer treated us the other day at the 

refectory, and which suits the present occasion 

to.a hair," laid the friar, with a broad grin. 

" He was reading the life of Saint Patric14 and 

when he came to that part when the •crow 

brings him his daily loaf; he drew back his 

cowl, ~d scratching his head, said, " Brethren, 

· would to Gc:d o~ faithful would all turn crows, · 

for, hang me if I have seen this year as ~uch 

as a loaf from .one of them, ha ! ha ! ha !., 

This joke, which, in the friar's opinion, was 

~llent and apropos, shamed the landlady out 

of a couple of loaves, which. he, on receiving; 

put into his bags ; after which he walked to the 

middle of the room, stood beneath a little hole 

in the ceiling, and opening the mouth of the 
eack, fixed his eyes on the hole, and said in a 

waggish tone-" Let me see if I can perform a 

miracle. Now, tio Hipolito, walk ·upstairs, 

. ~ 



18 &ANDOV AL ; OR, 

and let it rain com, I'll make you the god of 
that element, ah, ah, ah !" 

The tio Hipolito shrugged up bis shoulders, 

ud walking upsta~rs, poured through the hole a · 

Janega• of com, which the friar. examin~ care

fully, to see if it were of the best.-" Sister 

Agustina,'' said he, ·turning himself t.O her~ 

" when I a~ dead, come .to my shrine, for if 

while I am alive I perform miracles like these, 

what must I do when I am in God's hoJy · 

keeping?" 

"'Tis not quite certain he'll take you into his 
holy keeping,'' said the tio Hipolito, who re

entered as the friar spoke, " there is Pero BoWro 

too, who now and then insists on having his due, 

and be may perhllfs put in his claim for you." 

'~ A pioch for that,, said the friar, grinning 

and 15t~tcbihg out his hand, in which he held a 

wooden snuff.box. Th~n addressing tia .A:gu~ 

tina; be -adclro,-" is there not in your cellar 

• A measure of about an hundred weight. 

1 
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a glass ol the old friend, for the poor brother to 

wet his lips with? eh?" 

It :was now the landlady's turn to serve. She 

left the room with a sanctified smile, and 1100n · 

after. returned with a tumbler" containing half a . 

pint of wine. . The friar took it from her, and 
quaWed the wine oW with a siugle jerk of the 

hand~--:-" Good," said he, loudly smacking his 

lips, " I'll bet a I:OS&ry that the tio. Hipolito 

will not forget to send ·hia skipful to the convent 

this year !•But now, ~end me a hand. to put 

this sack on my ~key's back, for .by Saint 

Francis! y~u are an honest man tio Hipolito, 

' and you hare ,j~en me here a good measure." 

This •:- tQe fariner took . ~e sack on his . 

sh~l4~..,:! carried it outside the door, where 

a :fine l.IJie donkey wlh patiently waiting the 

brqther's return with ~other sackful of QOm 

upon its~, while the friar took out a handful 

oC·•ell .handled dried raisins from his sleeve, 

an:d distributed them among the children ; af'ter 

which chucking the landlady under the chin, he 

said in a cajqling manner-" God.· bless you, 



. sister Agustina. Let me see you soon at" the ficnn 
yonder, my jewel;" after' which, the poor brother 
took up his bags, walked out of the bouse, u.w 
the donkey properly loaded, and taking up his 
pliant switch, laid it acrosa the ais's back, and 
commenced · his march to the next neigbbour•s 

ltouae to have tJie resi of tlie sack filled. 

"By my soul," said the tio Hipolito, on re.. 

turnipg to the room, " that friar is as errant a 

rogue as ever drank wine. ·He bas always some 

misfortunes and some jokes· to tell, and never 

remembers that he comes beggintr; ~ut says 

roundly, be comes to fetch the alms for his 

convent. The worst of it- is, you cannot get · 

rid of him by u.ying-' there is nothing for you 
~ay,,brotber,' or by bestowing on him a I"Usty 

farthing-No, he must• have his sack half full,. 

or else. ~ protec.t us ! we should soon be 
..Wed by.tbe whole cpum:1unity, and lose more 

than the jBNga I have bestowed. Thus the 
sack goes baekwarda and fol'wards fro~ ·the 

·v:illage to the convent, and from the convent to. 

the village, till their granaries are pretty well 
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8tort!d for the year, 8Jld no wondel"· that their 

1Uperior says on seeing themselves so well pro. 

n~ed against a famine,-• Pr'ovidence watc;htl4 

over olll" chosen flock.• " 

" But, husband," said the tia Agustina, look.

ing very sanctified, " we 4ave their prayers. in 

return ; and I suspect that were it not for their 

. floggings, dearth~ and hail..storms would be 
more frequent than ~ey are; . as ' you must 

recolleCt, \hey said they w~ during the time 

that that strumpet the Constitution• ~gned, 
because their .. _prayers wel'e_ not so frequent., 

" Tut, tut, wife !" ~xclaimed the tio Hipoliro, 
'J will you sooner believe w.hat they say, than. 

"bat you saw? .For my p"iut, I sawn~ dift'erenoe 

in tbpse times.from others, and the land yielded 
quite as much when proPer pains were bestowed . . 
on it. But where is our young Captain?-Ah, 

• The tia Agustina, in bestowing this unhandso~ · 
appellation 011 fhe Constitution, said only tbat which 
lDilllf of their class had been taught to believe, the friars. 
having impressed them with the idea that the Constitution 
was a woman; more. wicked and dissipated than Mll.ria' 
Luuiaa, the queen ?f Charles IV. · 
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there he is in the corner, deeply absorbed in 

meditation. I would fain know all about him 

and his father, God bless him! for the many 

good turns he did me, when he was our deputy, 

-ret I would not disturb him neither." 

"Ave Maria Purisima," c_ried a deep ' ~· 

solemn voice at the door of the house, to which 

the tia Agustina · im~ediately replying, · " Sin 

pecado cfYTICCbida," ~here entered another friar, 

tall and thick-set, dressed in a ehocolate ooloured 

habit, with a frightful large 'conic hood, and a 

beard hmging down to his waist. He saluted 

with a nod the' farmer and his wife, and with 

downcaSt eyes and melancholy voice commenced 

a · pitiful tale of the difficulties in which his 

brethren 'the Capuchin friars w~re involved,- on . . 
account of the Scarcity felt every where, which . 

of course was still greater among themselves. 

" You know," added he, " that the rul~ of our 

holy founder do not allow us to touch money, 

therefore, I come to beg in provisions the trifle 

of half a bushel of com from you ; as otherwise 

;~would be impossible for us to m~k~ a. Nove-
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nary to your patron Saint, or place on the altar 

the relic of Saint · Anthony for any of our 

charitable sisters, when ~be has lost a lap dog, or . 

a fan, or when she wishes to have ailY of -her 

teeth drawn, or to be delivered:.,ithout much 

labour, or have a son instead of a daughter." 

" In this way he went on recounting miracles 
and miseries, till he got his half buJhel o't 
coru; and a bottle of brandy to boot, for bro. 

ther A-nselmo who, he said, was W!ry ill. in . the 

~firmary on account of the penance he bad 

1x>eo practising to bring on the province God's 

blessing, and an abund,ant vintage. Howewr, 

belore. he went, he gave the children, in ex

ehange for their parents' kindness to the eon

vent, some little prints of the Saint of the last 

NO\'enary,. which they immediately !tuck up 

against the walls of the room, beside many others 

which already decorated them, a pres~nt with 

which the tia Agustina seemed · more than 

satisfiep ; f~r she cast a look on her husband 

in .which one could plainly read-" have we not 

cheated hjs Reverence ? How can he leave 8Q .. 

• 
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IIUI!PY . sanctified prints for half a bushel of 

corn!" • 
No sooner had this frater made his exit, t~ 

a squeaking voice was heard at tbe' dOOl' calling 
for sister Agustina.-:-" By ow lady of Sara

goza !'' exclaimed the tio Hipolito with ruflled 
brows, we shall hve ·to-day the visit of every 

vagabond in the province. 'l'his is the voice of 

brother Motilon, • the messenger£~ the nuns of 

Saint Brigida, who comes again ~ay to teaze us 

~th his eternal begging. But this comes of the 

blessing of haVing a devout wife. In God's name 

give him what he.wants ~nee for all, and let US' 

be rid of him." 

At these words the lay brother came in with 
' I ' 

his saddle bags on his shoulders, and, without 

any long speeches or compliments, Baid plainly, 
• that he came to bei the neir baked tm:tast for 

the poor sis~ the jar of honey for sister Sin-

• Motilon means -a lay brother, whose hair ia cropt 
abort, and has no crown like those in orders. 

t Loaves made of the beat fiour, and with milk iDaiead 
of water • 

• 
• 

. . 
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forosa, and the six yards of linen cloth ror the 

mother viea.reSs; who bad instructed him~ say, 

" ·that she longed very much to hansell the home

made lirten, and that every day abe waited seemed 
to her an age.'' 

The brother motilon'• tequesta being satisfied, 

be withdrew ; ·but, unlike his predecessors, be 

bestowed nothing on the boys, ~bo, expecting at 

least some rosquillas• ~m the nuns, which they 

su..--pected he had eaten by the way, shewed their 

di8aJlprobation of such greedy conduct, by fol

lowing him to the door; hallooing after him the 

following extempore apostrophe-

Fraile motilon, 
Ca~eza de melon, 
Erea tan eomilon 
Por aer bijo de cabron. t • 

The devout mother crossed herself half · a 

dor;en times at hearing these eries, and, seizing 

• Sweet cakes. 
t Brother motilon, head of a melon, thou art a ~1 

coe. ~ thou art the son ofa.buck. 
• VOL. II. c 

• 
• 
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her distaft', was proceeding to· puni~h them with 

the senrity such an o1Fence seemed to require, 
when the father,' who began to be displeased 

with these repeated visits, stept forward, an4 

ordered her to go and sit down and say her ro

sary, as he 1f'ould not have his children punished 
. \ 

fol' telling the truth. . 

"Father, father!'' shouted the boys as they 

re-entered, " here comes another brother. He 

has a white habit on, and on t~e breast a red 

round thing, like the arms we aee in the large 

silver money, with ·a white cross over it on a 

red patch.• So fi~e!" 

" Some mercenary friar, I'll engage," said 

the ~Q Hipolito, in an impatient tone, "the 

devil take them all! A few mare visits like the~e, 

and we 9I1 all go, SQOn enough, beg~ng our 

bread too.'' 

" Who is the hard-hearted sinner,•' cried 

• An escutcheon with the anna of Aragon, aDd the white 
cross in a field gules. worn by the Mercenariana, an order 
instituted by Jayme, kiiig of Aragon, for the redemption 
of eaptivea. 

• 
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the friar, who h~ heard ·the last words of tio . 

Hipolito, as he entered, "who can re~se his mite. 

to better the sad lot of our brethren the captives 

of Algiers, who have been more than two cen

turies pining in those subterraneous dungeons, 

without any other hope of getting out than 

what is sent there by the father solicitor of the· 

Mercenaries ? Shall the faithful hesitate a mo

ment ~n. bestowing a dollar, or so, to Father 

Bernardo Pingue, who has ~n commissioned· 

by the fraternity to go and bargain with the 

Moors ? Go to our convent, and look there at . 

the quantity· of fetters, handcuffs, and chains, 

which hang about· the walls, and which have 

- been.wom by some of those unhappy sufferers. 

Poor men! .expect not your .delivel'ance yet; 

for Christians have of late become so depraved, 

that they,think a dollar m.iwpent which is be
stowed for your redemption." 

" Hark, you, brother," eried t~ tio Hipql.ito 

an~ly, " I have not a real to give, much less 1\ 

doJlar; but had I a million~ hang me, if you 

.should even get a sight ol ~ marvedi. What ! 

c !t 
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think you I am such a gull as to be fooled by 

your fetters and chains ? _Shew me the man 

who has been ransomed for these forty years 

back. Zounds ! a likely story that of the poor 

sufFerers, who have p~ed in the deep- subter

raneous dungeons for more than two centuries ! 

Maybe you want to bring home their bones, or 

what is more likely, to leave our own as bare 

as those at the captives who died two cent~ 

ago.'' 

The friar seemed a little disoonoerted at tbe 

justice of the honest landlord's .speech; but, 

recovering his &881ll"&nce, immediately said

"Why, man, you are ~e most matter-of-fact 

thick-headed simpleton I ever met. How would 

· you have me speak? Must I not be permitted 

to use an hyperbole now and then ? To be sure 

ransoming is no longer practised; but what of 

that ?-Are ~ere not plenty of benevole~t 
monks, who deign to collect for themselves 

what the faithful give for that- pious p~? 

Well ! how should we live otherwise, think 

you?" 

. ; 
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" By working as I do," replied the tio Hipo

lito; " but I suppose that your community 

like my land~ords, the monks of the . desert,

'Who even this ·morning came to deDI:and their 

rent with their usual gentleness and forbearance,

threatening they would cause me to be thrown 

into prison, sequestrate even my bed, and leave . . 
my family the heavens for_ a canopy, if I did 

not pay them within· four-and-twenty hours,

threats which they would soon e~ough have 

canied into ~ecution, ·h}ld the temporallord

ahip of the mi\OOr been in their hands ; for then 

I should have been dragged before their own 

tribunal,- and have been complete!Y at their 

mercy, unless, indeed, my daughter Rosa, or 

my wife, would have interceded with them in my 

behalf, · maipng ~uch triffing S!lCrifices as are 

hardly worth mentioning-! suppose, I say, 

that you, like_ those good fathert~t though en

joined by your institute to earn your bread by· 

your own labour, have likewise discovered that it 
is more easy and convenient to have the neigh

bouring lay-men to work for you, than your 
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hands should grow thick -skinned by manual 

labour; and that, like them, you_ imagine, that 

it is imjlossible to raise one's soul to heaven, 

when the body is bent by hard labour; and 

moreover, that it is not absolutely necessary for 

you to walk on' foot with the spade on the 

shoulder, when it oo~ts you nothing to go and 

see the journeymen work in the fields, mounted 

on mul~ like dromedaries ? And by our Lady 

of Mercy·! so it is; but since you 'enjoy these · 

advantages, why come you here with your im

positions to draw from the·poor farmers' pockets 

the little money which they so mnch need, 

to gratify the coveto~nesa of your other bre-
' -thren?" · 

The tone of bitter irony, and the palp~ble 
truths that this discourse contained, completely 

silenced the impudence of the friar,'-" Well, 

brother," said he after a pause, " I see you are 

grown a lweroJ, and we must ·not expect you 

will either assist our community, or listen to the 

dictates of our holy religio!l, which, enjoins the 

faithful laymen. to assist its ministers, who can-. 
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not both be on their knees praying for you in the 

choir; and working in the fields.'' 

" chafF, brother, chafF," returned the farmer, 

contemptuously, "I am no more a tiber~ thar: 

you are a Jew; but you must needs give every 

man who now-a-days speaks the truth · some 

opprobrious name or other. All are liberals, 

jacobins, freemasons, infidels, and the like, who 

i' do not fill your pouches when called upon to ~0 

so.-Sit you down, if you are tired, and wel

OOOle to a glass of wine, if you are thirsty, and 

to a dish of eggs and bam, if you be hungry ; 

but as for money~ I have none to give you." 

The friar, ·who still hoped to .wring his dollar 

from the farmer's pocket, by cbanging,his notes 

. from the insolent and imperative into the su~ 

plicating tone, availed himself of this invitation, 

and s!tting down with an air of difiidence and 

humility, commenced~ doleful tale ~of the un

heard· of suft"erings, which their predecessors 

had endured in ,Africa, to redeem from captivity 

the poor Ch,ris.tians, and which he concluded, 

. '.-
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entitled their successors to the gratitude of the 

world. Meantime the tia Agustin& was frying 

him a dish of ham and eggs in the kitchen, to 

which she, impelled by pious · and charitable 

motives, added a couple of sausages, to give the 

bottle of wine, with which the £rial" was to wash 

them down, a better relish ; and having per~ 

formed her part with much skill and diligence, 

ahe summoned him thither, where he did honour 

to her cooking in such a gallant manner, as 

could be expected only from an humble servant 

of the church. On finishing his meal, the land

lady put' slyly into his hand: hall-a..dollar, and 

whispered into his ear-" Take that for ; the 

community, luld let them pray that my daughter 

Rosa may be inspired with a vocation to be a 
nun, and my boys monks., . 

" Your pious request shall be_ attended to," 
said the JDOnk, thrusting the money into his 

aleeve, and giving her a little copper medal of 

our Lady of the Mercy to deck her rosary with ; 

. after· which he got up, and left the farm, giving 
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a distant nod tp tio Hipolito, and, "the blessing 

of God" to tia Agustina. 

''Now, Captain," said; the honest farmer to 

, Sandoval, who still occupied ·his . seat in the 

comer, from which he had ·been able to observe 

unnoticed the scenes we have described, which 

had afforded him subject oboth for amusement 

and serious reflection, " come forward, and 

let. us have a little chat on what interests you 

and me ; for I tn1st we shall not be intruded 

upon ~y any more of those begging mpnks." · 

Sandoval was on the point of rising from 

his seat, .when the father, who had perfo~ed 

· the last missions, and tilled the vine of the Lord, 

witb his sleeves tucked up to the elbows, and a 

crucifix half a yard lo.ng, made his appearance 
at the door. "God of mercy!" exclaimed the 

tio Hipolito, starting back as if he had seen ·a 

demon; "have the gates of hell been thrown 

open this morning, that so many devils visit u11 

t~ ? God forgive me for saying so ; but 

the patience of Job itself would have been. ex-

~ s 
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hausted long before now. First, the brothers 

of the desert, then the. parish priest, afterwards 

a Franciscan, then a Capuchin, next brother 
Motilon, behind him a Mercenarian, now the 

missionary, and God and the devil knows who 

shall be next. Yet, if this happened only once 

a year, we might bear ·up with it good-hu

mouredly, but, zounds! they take their monthly 
rounds, as if the com grew in · my barns, the 

wine in my cellars, ~ams, sau~ and eggs 
in my kitchen, and silver and gold in my 

purse." 
"What is the ~atter with the man?" said 

the father missionary, add.ressirm himself to tia 

Agustina, " is he not glad to see me P" 
" God forbid that he should not, father," 

said· the pious tia Agustina, who, remembering 

the hallooings of his Reverence when he last 

preached at the village church, and the aighs 

and groans of the elderly part of the audience 
on that occasion, was afraid he should again 
conjure up with his thundering voice all the 
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d~s f'ropt the dark abodes, and reveal the 

ilames ~ the fearful abyss itself. •" 

" Then what makes him angry ?" enquired 

the father, in a more insinuating tone than 

when he came on his last · mission, conscious, no 

doubt, that hi.s p~t errand in ~ of a 

bushel of com required . a different language 

from that which he used in tht> pulpit . on the 

above occasion. " God knows, that 88 I have 

no OCC88ion for money," continued he, "I shall 

ask him for none. ·The trifle of a bushel of 

com is all I sh~ demand, as he must be aware 

that the toils of the missionaries for the good of 

• It is the custom with these missionaries to play such 

pranks, during their missions, as would disgrace even a 
mountebank. Among others is that of dipping their hand 

into a spirituous com~tion, and applying a light to it, 
which ignites the spirit without burning the flesh, the blue 

flame of which they pretend to have taken from.that which 

bums the d,amned in h~ll. 1f Prometheus was chained tQ 
• Mount Caucasus, and condemned to have his liver pel" 

petually gnawed by a vulture for staa.ling fire from heaven, 
what punishment will Lucifer prepare for those modem 
tliie'De, in everj JeUse of the word f · 
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eouls entide them to be, at least, suppOrted by 
the faithful." 

" And who will support me, if to-morrow I 

am reduced to beggary, which by the way is 

more probable than impossible with sueh fre. 

quent visitations to my gianary ?" said the tio 

Hipolito ; " do yQu think I shoul«l bring home 

such copious alms as your paternity carried to 

~our convent when you retumed from your 

mission ; or that I should be entertained in the 

best houses, and eat and drink as you did on 

that occasion? Would your community give 

to me, ~r to .any of my family, I' do not say a 

bushel, but a handful of eom ?" 

" We possess nothing in the W'Ol'ld but what 

the faithful bestow," said the friar; " there

fore, you could not expect we should assist you 

or any of your family ; but God who is above 

never abandons his creatures, particularly when 

they have shewn, in prosperity, the spirit of 

Christian charity, and assisted his holy mini~ 

ters with their alms." 

Jn this strain the father expatiated, till tio 
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Hipolito, who had never been very fond of long 

sermons, and who perceived that by del~ing to 

satisfy his Reverence, he would only protra,ct 
what he so much dreaded, was compelled to 

measure him a bushel of com, and ask his 

blessing to get rid of him, which w.as accord- • 

ingly done. 

" Tio Hipolito," said Sandoval, when the 

father missionary had made his exit, " these 

are the blessings arising from the eXistence of 

those monstrous institutions wliich our ~ 

Cortes had so judiciously done away with. ll 

is infamous that such men as have visited you 

to-day, all robust and abl~bodied, should be 

feeding upon you like liO many caterpillars, 

eating away that which might enable your chil .. 

dren to obtain a good edueation, and to establish 

themselves comfortably in life, and thua become 
more useful and valuable members of eociety, 

than there is a prospect they Wiil ever-be while 

they are thus shamefully robbed of their means, 

and left beggars at their cradle." 

. The tio Hipolito, who, like IIl8ll7 other 
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honest farmers of that ·epoch, disliked the ·word 
. I 

Constitution, .without knowing why, though evi-

dently because he had been taught to hate it before 

he had had an opportunity of finding out tbe 

advan~, which its existence could not have 

fail~ to pl'Oduce to his industrious class, mut

t«ed something against it, but on the who1e 

assented to the truth of Sandoval's proposition. 

No sooner, hnwever, have the clerical Vam

pires do~e with their respective exactions, than 

the secular ones make theit appearance to oollect 

the taxes for their royal master. What a fine 

opportunity would it he for the humourist to 

observe the countenances of the notary, .and the 

aguacil, with his long switch in hand, (the 

symbol of mercy), and his busy importance of 

look and action! Ho1V they make the farmer 

treo:!Ple before them I the poor fellow knows to 

a certainty where he is to pass the night. 

Chairs, tables, bedding, and wardiohe all go 

either through the door or window, no matter 

which, to he sold by auction, and defray the 

direct taxes; and when this storm haS blown 
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over, then come the expences of irrigation, 

though his fields were dried up; those of a field 

keeper, though his grounds were leveJ.led before 

the .harvest, by the horses and hounds of any 

man who chose, not orily to hunt in, but make a 

race course of them; those of a deputy, sent by 
• 

the inhabitants of the village to Madrid, to be 

their: c~ent in a suit against the curate, and the 

expences and -costs of the 8&1De, in which, of 

col,ll'8e, the village is always nonsujted; the 

duties on salt, cod-fish, tobacco, -and other 

articles farmed out by the government, to extort 

between one and. two hundred per cent. from 

the people; those on the alcahaJa, or per centage 

on various things sold; ·those on wine and meat, 

called ri8a; those on straw and agricultural 

implements, and, in a word, on every tangible 

thing in existence, which appear every year 

under a new name and sirname, and are doubled 

and doubled again to infinity. 

" But speaking of something else," said the 

tio Hipolito, after various reflections on the 

abuses of church and state, ','our Rosa, who on 
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your mother's death (may she rest in _heaven), . . 

went to live at Don Antonio Lanza's ~ dtmcilla• 
to h~ daughter, sent us word yesterday, that, in 

consequence of some strange accidents which 

had happened to her Senorita since your arrival 

at Logroiio, she was on the point of losing her 

altogether, and . • • ·. " 

" How losing her?!! interrupted the dismayed 

Sandoval anxiously, "explain.for God's sake!'' 

" If you interrupt me," eaid the tio Hipolito, 

".I don't see how 'I c,an; a little patience, and 

you shall know all in time. Well ! as I was 

saying, our Rosa sent us word yesterday . •... , 

"You have said that already;•, interrupted 

our hero again impatiently, "go on to say what 

she meant by losing her. Is· she 8Q ill then that 

there is no hope of her living ? Ah ! I thought 

abe was not well, ~hen I saw her last; her pale 

cheeks, and that long awoon into which she fell, 

foreboded .too cleru,:ly .she could not live long

And yet, great God ! I could do her the injustice 

• Hand-maid, or lady'• maid. 
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to suspect her of having violated bel' pro~ 

and -v:ows to me, when, perhaps I am the cause 

of.her death! Alas, alas! I shall never survive 

this!" 

~ Well!" exclaimed the farmer, " have you 

done? A p~;etty p/HVJiupAer (as they caU you) 

who can never survive the loss of he knows nol 

what ! Who spoke of her being dying ? She is 

as well in health u ahe ev~ was ; . but when 

Rosa spoke of losing her, she meant that her 

Senorita is either going away, w to ·be married, 

and she herself returning home." 

" To be married!" repeated Sandoval, "to 

whom in God' a name?" 

"Not to you, you may be. sure of that,'' 

retumed the tio Hipolito, " for Rosa, says, that 

Doiia Angela, will not have a word spoken 

&OOut you; so that it must be to somebody 

else." 

"By heavens !" cried Sandoval with his usual 

animation when such a subject was touched upon, 

" that shall not be as long as I have an arm to 

oppose it." 

'· 

• 
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" That will be, as God disposes," said the tio 

Hipolito, " and I suspect you would not point 

a sword at your own brother's breast, supposing 

he were the suitor." 

"My brother!" ~claimed Sandoval, starting 

back. " Are you sure of that P-Ah traitor ! 

lane and disgrace of our family, de8troyer of 

thy father's peace of mibd, and assassin of thy 

brother's happiness, think not thou shalt escape 
my vengeance. By heaven thou shalt pay on00 
foc all thy villanies and treacherous arts." 

" Ya ucampa, yllueven gufiarroa,"'• said the 
tio Hipolito. " I said your brother,. merely to 

cool your anger a tittle, thouga my reasons for 

saying so rest only upon the very slender 

rumours that are afloat; and yet you explode ae 

if you were a mine, and I had applied a match 

to you. But I suppose you are determined to 

show ofF your pll:izoaopky."' 

• "At laat the rain gives over, and it rains pebble stones," 
a Spanish proverb, meaning, that instead of a man becom
ing calm and resigned by certain reasons, he grows more 
vi~lent an.d outrageous. 
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" I have no doubt that he is the suitor,-the 

traitor!-I knew it but too well-and I am a fool . 
to be grieved at it-They are both unworthy 

my affection, and I have done with both,'' eaid 
Sandoval waving his hand, and sitting down 

again, to think about it more deeply' and curse his 

fate more at leisure ; w bile ·the tio Hipolito, who 

observed how much he became absorbed in his 

own reft~tions, went away to assist his wife in 
preparing dinner, confident that the best cure 

for a heart affected with Sandoval disease must 

proceed from itself. 

We shall also leave him tO his meditations, 

and follow his servant Roque on the errand 

upon which his master bad sent him. 

• 
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CHAPTER. II. 

-In 10ft opeeeh" hfp0el'ite1 impart 
The venom'd lila that lark beneath the heart ; 
In fri~ndtblp's holy gulle_tbelr pUt IIDp~Me, 
And k!Ddly kW. with opeoloua obow of love. 

LilLa-T.V 1114IIWJI of PorteaM. 

"IF my master was born three-and-twenty 

years ago, it was· because nature made a mis

take. He no more belongs to our age than 

Don Quixote, for he is-as stark-mad about Jove 

and liberty as the knight of La Mancha was about 

chivalry. Our last expedition, in every respect 
worthy of that valiant knight, shews that my 

master ought to have been hom when that com
peer of hi_s played his pranks. The worst of_ it, 

# .. 
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is, that the madness of the one could at worst 

ooly have led him to Bedlam, while that of the 

other is more likely to terminate at the gallows. 

And what ·will then becotne of Roque? will he 

find some Batatarian islaDd to be govemor of, 

Ol' the oar of a galley-slave to pull at ? The 

latter is more probable, it indeed he i9 not·

tined to decorate some of these trees, or a higher 

post in the public square. But be it as God ~ 

poses;~ am bound to serve my master, and I 
mall stand by him in spite of swords and b~ 

lets, the gallows and the galleys, hangmen and 

devils." 

Thus did Roque confabulate with himlelf, as 

he jogged on his way to the city, caring little 

whether his predictions were ever to prove· true 

or not ; but steady in his afFection for his mas

ter, and in the attachment which Spanish l!ler· 

vants pique themselves on displaying, not ollly 

for years, but for generations. By ·m~ of · 
this they come to be looked upon mote in the 

light of companions than menials in the family 

they ~e, and treated with that kmdneu which 
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induces them to· be as jealous of their masters 

interests as of their own, and tO consider them

aelves in every respect identified with them. 

Having reached the city. ·gates, he· asked the 

sentine~ for Captain Don Fermin Sandoval's. 

quarters.-" You mean the Commandant, man. 

He lives ·in the great square, where you'll see 

a sentry posted," said the · soldier pacing up 

and down. " But have you said your prayers?" 

2added he in a sattastic tone, " and can you say 

the Catechism? for else I don't advise you to 

shew yourself there, if you love your shoulders, 

though they are broad enough for a couple of · 

hundred, which might not sit ll8dly on them 

neither." 
"Thank.you for your adVice, friend; but I · 

have, even before now, ·been ~tween the hull's 

h~;· replied Roque, pushing on towards an 

inn close by, where he left his nag, and then 

p~ed to the square, which. he was n?t long 

in reaching. · 

& the rt111rket was held there, and as that 

h.appened to be the hour when people of all 
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classes repair to provide themselves with fruits, 

game, and .poultry, it presen~ed a scene of agree
able bustle. There might be seen ladies in their 

morning . dishabille, with thfir long sable tresses 

Boating on their shoulders, and a mantilla or • 

light veil, half covering their oval faces, accom-

panied by their female attendants ; the genera.- · 

lity of them pretty brunettes, whose well formed 

persons, arrayed With becoming simplicity, are 

rendered more elegant by their tight-laced waists, 
and well-rounded bare. arms, and whose rosy 
dl~ks and roguish dark eyes attract the admi-

ration and gallant compliments of the idle young 

meo and gay soldiers, who throog the, market 

for no other purpose, than that of seeking some 

asaignation with their sweet-h~rts, or p&haps 

tbe. wish of varying. their· am'usementi. The 

aleek canon, the corpulent bene6ciado, and the 
mendicant friar, who never miSSE's a place where 

there is anything to be got, were also seen theFe, 
moving stately through the crowd, th~ two 

f<J."mer ~ther to look ofter their pretty pieces 
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and am~~~,• who often seize that opportunity to 

ffirt with the beaux, per mriare la 1ua 'Vita 

monotona, or to select the best flavoured fruit 

and fatest game for their well stocked pantries ; 

and the latter to 611 his bags at the expence of 

the charitable venders, and cut his vulgar jokes 

on the damsels who attend the market. But 

among this motley crowd, the busiest of all are 

those. important personages, ; dressed in black, 

who wear powder in their ·hair, and a bag and 

pig-tajl hanging behind, a three cornered hat, a 

abort dress sword, with a highly wrought steel 

hilt, stuck at their side, and a small black rod 

in their bands, and who bustle about with all 

the im):,ortance of little men in office, to see 

that the prices of the articles sold do not 

ex~ those which have been fixed upon at the 

<'-OIJ:!mon Hall. These gentlemen are called 

Regidores, t and have the charge of rating every 

article that is· publicly sold. Bread, meat, 

• Housekeepers. t Aldennen. 
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wine, Ssh, poultry, game, fruits, vegetables? all 

in a word must be rated by them, and cannot be 

sold under pai~· of a fine, payable to the aigua. 
ciles. For, who is the· ~an so bold as to assert, 

that those gentlemen are not better judges of 

the prices which ought to be set on every pro

duction of the land, than even the gardeners or 

proprieton themselves ? Where can l.he expences 

of labour, the loss of cattle, t~ drought and in

undations of the lands, or whatever contributes 

to lower or raise the price of an article, 1le better 

appreciated than at the Common Hall? Does 

not one advantage, at least, result from this wise 

regulation; namely, that when the 'Regidares or 

their servants coine 'to purchase for themselves, 

the venders instantly select the choicest article of 
\ . 

their stock, and make them a present of it, merely 

to evince a little good breeding? It is true that 

the caprice and exactions of these ~tlemen often 

occasion a scarcity ; but in return, as the~ is no 

competition among the venders, they do not stun 

people with their discordant bawlings, ~d the 

gentry have the pleasure of seeing, that some 

YOL. II, D' 
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distinction is made between them and the rabbi~, 

who, unable to give the nrst price set on. the 

articles, are obliged to content . themselves with 

the r'efuse, which, by the way, is even too .~ 
for such ragamuffins. · 

Having thus satisfactorily proved · the ad

'nntages and wisdom of a • tarit on Tictuals, 

drawn up by the Regidores, we shall endea

vour to foll~w through the crowd our friend 

Roque, wh~ as he ~ped down to look at, and 

enquire the price of a basket, which might con

tain an twroba" of peaches, each as large as an 

orange, t and for which the vender asked no 

less than four reals,! he felt a smart pull at the 

short tail of his jacket, to which, however, he 

paid no attention, his eyes being too much en

gaged in the contemplation of the delightful 

spectacle before them, to be so easily diverted 

' • A Spanish weight of twenty-five pounds, of sixteen 
ounces each. 

t This is no exasgeration, for in that province they are 
particularly ~ne, in great abundance, aud wry cheap. 

l About ten-pence. 
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from it. But upon a secon~ pu.U, ~hich nearly 

-laid him on his back, ~d on hearing the voice 

of a female saying-" Fool! why don't you 

look back ? Are the peaches more worthy your 

attention than I ant ?" he looked around, and · 

starting back with agreeable surprise, exclaimed, 

-" Good God ! is it you ? Rosa, my dear 

Rosa, soul of my sou], juice of my life, my 

best jewel, is it you, indeed, my beloved, my 

idol .•.•• " • 
"Stuff, &tUiF," iot~pted the interesting 

Rosa; pouting a very pretty little inouth at him, 

· and casting her large black eyes on the ground 

with an expressiOn of resentment, ·~ your.beloved, 
your idol, your jewel • • . • deceiver I ' Don't I 
know that you arrived in town more than ten 

days ago, and never came near me once ?-and 

yet you come here with your deceit!-But let 

me-tell you, that if I stop to speak to you now, 

it is only to let you know that I don't care a fig 

about you, and that you may go back to France 

or Flanders as aoon as. you like ; for I will have 

nothing to say to such a worthless fellow as you 
J) ! 
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are---And yet, on your account, wretch ! _only 

the other day, I refused an offer from tio.Peri

quillo, the miller, who, I am sure, is worth 

twe~ty like . you, and loves me better too.'' 

_'"Tis false," said Roque, stoutly, more so 

perhaps than pGlitely ; but the charge of in,. 

difference · ~red him a little, when he felt 

consciouiJ that be bad been as tnie and loving 

to her; as a Dutchman to his· bottle. " ~'ll tell 

you what, if you take things in that .~, with

out even listening to what I have to say, you 

may retum to me what I have given you, an.d 

here," (taking from his neckcloth a large silver

gilt ring, with ao~e green stQnes, which fastened 

the ends of it) " is all you . ever gave me, _and !- , 

which I have kept, as if it were part of my ' 

heart, in war and in peace, in Spain and . ~n · 

France, loved , or despised. H_ere.; take it, ~ 

Jet us be eVen. _ Zounds ! a pretty reception 

this!" I . 

Rosa look~ more angry than abashed, .and · 

. had it not bet>n for the place, her first impulse 

wou1d have been to take the riog and fling it at . -
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hia face ; but 88 it was, she was obliged tcf con,. 

tent herself with saying,-" And will you be 

, barefaced enough to say that you have not been' · 

more than ten days in town?" 

" I'll say the truth; and say no. We left the 
town on the second day alter our anival, and I 
liave just this moment retUm.ed. This ia as 

true as I· am Roque, and you may believe it or 

not, but such is the fact." 
" Alt, Roque, .You don't deceive me, ~ 

you ?" enquired she with a softer tone of voioe, 

and an imploring look ·; " but why did you not 

~ and ·see me when you anived ?" 

" Because," replied Roque, replacing the 
ring in the neckerehief, " I am DO conjuror to 

gu.ess where you had gone to, and I could find 

no time to go to your father' a farm and enquire 
it. · A~ you contented ?.,. 

" I must be contented with what yov. say, 
Roque ; but if i find you have deceived · me, 

I'll tear your eyes out, bum everything you 

have given me, and forget you for eveT." 
" And I give you leave to do eo too, my 



pretty wench," return~ he, " but come, let me 

carry your baSket, my littl~ heart.'1 

" I won't, for I have not made it up with you 

yet.'' 

" ·How now r' enquired Roque ; but before 
she bad time .to reply, ~e caught • glanoe of 
his Reverence, Father Toribio Lobo, the family 
Confeasor, and she homed away 88 fast 88 a 

timid hare at seeing tbe hounds close at its 

heels, forbidding Roque to follow her if he loved 

her, and did not wish·to expose ber ·to someun

pleasao~ consequences. The. agitated yet de
cided manner with which she coiJUD.Ulded it,l 

had the same· eifect on b~ ~&&"a curb on· ·an 

impatient and . spirited horse ; it checked his 

steps, but. be- bit his lips and darted first to 

one side · then . to another, and then again bac~ 

wards and forwards, unable to understand why 

he shou~ ·not follow her. "Then: is 80Dle 

mystery iD this," said he to ~self, '' .but let 

me have 'dooe with my message, and rll lift it 
to the oottom • ., 

He then proceeded to the-house occupied by 
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Don Fermin &ndoval, which was one of the 

best in the square, and ~here he was obliged to 

wait the Commandant's return from church;. 

fO!"; as ~ was informed by one of the soldiers 

on guard, he hac:J gone 'to conf~s, and receive 

communion, ":Whjch, by the bye," added th~. 

informant, " is a thing he ~s once a week,. 
auch is his great de~otion." 

" He was very devout before he entered · the 

anny,'" said Roque,' cc, but I am surprised he 

should cOntinue so, even now when he bas so . 

many gay companions around liim." 

. '' J don't think," said the soldier, " he aaso
ciates niueh with my of them .; on the oontrary, 
I observe he keeps liS much aloof frodl them all 

as if he held them unholy. So, while they 

. never let a day pass without frequenting thf' 

billiard-tables, the promenades, the balls, the 
theatre, aqd every place where amusement is to 

be found, he is seen wandering about in· lonely 
paths, roving by the moonlight along the water 

aide, or among the ruins of that moll48tery oq 
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the other side of the Ebro, or else closeted in 

hiil own apartment, wi~out receiving a human 

being, &ave his· father Confe1110r. Some say 

that he' is .an hypochondriac, others that rell-
8ion has turned his ·brain, others,.again, that it 

ia his father's exile~ mak~ him melancholy,. 

and others, that he is deeply in love. I doo't 
I 

know who is most near the mark, t»ut certain it 
is, that some deep grief preys on his heart and 

disturbs his mind. We have only. to look at 
his care-wom countenance, to di.seover that he is 

far from being either happy or contented." 

. Whilst· Roque was . th11s .listening to what 

the soldier saidj the sentinel presented arms, 

and Fermin Sandoval entered, accompani~ by 

Father Lobo. Roque was on the point of s~p

ping forward to demand an interview. but the 
soldie~: stopped .him, l!llying be bad better wait 
till the father had left the Commandant, as he 
never suffered any ODe to speak to him wblle 
his Reverence was with him. Roque took the 
hint, and sat down again to contique his ·cmver~ 
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aatio~ with' the SQldier, in whose company we 

aball leave him, to follow the father and hil 

penitent up-stairs. 
· "How· do you feel now, my SOD P" said the 

monk, on ~ehing F_~·a. apartment, and 

seating himself in an arm chair by an eacri:. 

toire. " Has the spiritual advice administered 

this· morning ~ you been of service in quieting 
those· restless · thoughts which have of :lAte agi
tated you so muCh?-But sit don my·aon, do 

not stand on tny account." 

. Fermin bowed low, and sitting doWn, leant 

his left arm on the cllair, and rested hia head 

, on his hand. f' Father;" sai4 he, in a tremu

lous voice, aad casting hia eye. on_ 'th~ ground, 
· ." my heart · ia far from being at ease. 1 Y.our 

advice I ..at follow, for obedience requires it 
-of me; but, as I am &lso bound· to aay the 

.truth on all occasiOiia, (save on 'those when the 

mteresta ol our mother church imperatively 
command the contrary) l will not ~tate in 

avowing ~t I am not convinced by your rea

aooin,ga." 

D8 

.· 
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" My 100," said ~ · mcilak; '' you are 1t0t 

conVinced by them, becat~~e the.piritul1gawe, 
which alone opens men's intellect to the ligllt·ol 
truth, and· Co the great mystaritl!l of· our holy 

religiau, · ho· .not yet 1 been 'tO''tbufed to you; 

but do no~ €ix~t it while you; repore more .eon
fidence ill your · on weak ~ aad t.llible judg.
meni than in 'the Words of one, ·who; . though aa 

· great a sinner ai yourself, hu beea admitted to 

the com~union of eaittta, an.drijudged worthy of 

expounding God's own words." . 

Fermin sighed, and . was eileot-" Faith, 

r.ith, in !the words of the tmiaisters of oUr 

mother ·church, and blind obedie8ce to ·their 

dictates, . 8lone, can· bririg God'a grace on 

Christian ntan;'' conti~ed the ·monk.·" If 1 
have recolllmended that y~ should use all your 

influence •with Gabriela. to indue~ her to follow 

her. parents• commands,' it is ·because .I am 'con .. 

vineed, thai it is for the good of her soul. As 

long as she relll&ins in her· present atate, as yet 

probably of- veaial sin, but w~h by one step 

fllrther may become mortal, there is no hope ·of 

.. 
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her being saved. Compulsion, therefore, must 

be .reaorted to, to bring het' into . the right path, 

ud a· convent .is . the only -~ lVh~, ~

-will find shelter agaioat all .human temptation.s. 
:Besides," added he, riaiog from ·.bia chair and 
~dy tapping him on the moulder, as he 

bent his h~ to whisper· it into his· ear, "who 

know! but she may, during her- noviclate,change 
fi'OIIl a gUilty to a: virtuous afFection, and fix it 

011 an object worthy of being loved ?-oppor

tunities shall not -ie wanting to pen~e her to 

it, I promise you.'" 
Fermin tumed suddenly hia head, and looked 

with earnestneSs imd astonishment at the monk. 

-"What . do . you mean; father?" said he, 

agitatedly. "I never said I •••.•. ~· Here be 
. hesitated. 

" Loved f)er, you would &ddt" said the . 

DJonk. "Come, my aon, come, ~n vain would 

you strive to hide the aecret from me. I know, · 

·· it i• true, little of. th~ tiUng., aod1 thanks. to 

heaven ! I do know ao little of such :worldly 

' profanations; but the light of heaven often 
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ep.ables · the ministers of religion f.() penetrate 
into th~ inmost-rece8sea of the. hearl, and I can 

see the cancer that feeds on yours. Under .. 

1tand, however,- tbat .I do not blame you for i~ 
my eon. Would . t:0 God she would .do justice 

to_ your virtuous sentiments !-but it was siuful, 
it was irreligious, to con~ . from your f'a~er 

Cqofeseor such thoughts as those ·which SfJi• 
tated you, far even if it.had not been in his power. 

to remedy. the evil, he .might have found means 

to 100th ita bit~mes~~o '!' • 

These words seemed to strike awe and tel'l'W 

iato Fermin's soul; he clasped the monk's 

banda in agony, and e~laimed, hirs eyes filling 

with tears-" Ob, fa~er ! forgive me, forgive 
me. That. was the secret of my heart, and .if 

I ·kept it from you, it was ~use I .hoped to 

conquer it in time,-nay, father, I still .. hope to 

do so. I will not, for. the sake of securing my 

happiness,. sacrifice that of my brother-no; 

not were I even to gain by it. every. earthly 
' ' 

blessing." . . • . 
'·'In this case suc}.l generous ~timent8 are 

. / -

0 
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childish ami unbecoming," said the monk in • 
OOlcJ scornful manner, "they can bene6t ~ 
'bocly ; for it is ~ttled,-your brother ·must noC 

have Gabrit!la,though I am nohure if you • . . ~ 

but no matter-for, as ·you say, yollr ·brother's 

·happiness must be coll8idered before yours; 

Yet, mark what I say.-You have an influence 

on Gabl,iela's mind; she persists in not ,Yielding 

to her parents' ' commands-:this is a sin, and: ~ 
you I entrust the _care of making her sensible 

of its enormity. • This, · I, as your spiritual 

guide, demand and .expect from you." 

"Father!" said Firmin meekly, but firmly, 

" I Ceel all the importance of such a trust, and 

Cannot take its responsibility upon me. To 

abet in reducing Gabriela to a· condition which 

may render .. her miserable for life,-to be the 
chief promoter of my brother'~ despair~ are in 
my eye:~ crimes, which I must not be gWlty 
of." 

, T.he monk's eyes Bashed fire · at heariug· this 

declarati~n. He could hardly restrain his JIM" • 
.aion ; but ~hecking it .as much as he eoUl~ 

. . 
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aaid-" Hear, young man, what I have · to •Y 

on this subject. ·Gabriela's salvation was .en .. 

trusted by her parentS to my ·care; your brother 
iS .an infidel, and while I live he abaU . not 
become her husband. A oonvent shall screen 
her from hia attempts, and the wrath of heaven 

shall fall on your head, if you aid in preventing 
my p\l.l'()Q8eo This. is all I .have to say, and I 
now. leave you to younelf." 

. ' . 

Saying this, he pulled his oowl over his eyes, 

and proceeded towards the door.-"' Stay, 

father, stay.''~ Fermin, clasping one of his 
aleeves, and. dropping one knee . on the ground, 

" for God's sake, leave me not in anger. . I told 

. you before, I ·would do all I could to obey you, 

and my word shaJI be kept. I take God to 

witness that "' au1 sincere-! au1 repentant, · 

father." 

" Then God forgive thee, Dly son, and thou 

hast my blessing," said the monk, in a softened 

tone of voice, and tendering his hand to kiss ; 

after which he . i~mediately withdrew, lea.ving 

his wretched pe~itent in a much :more agitated 

, 

. ' 
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state than .M foUnd ---", ~ that l .am,'• 
Mid he, pacing the .I'OOJil rapidly,. " what could 

poeaibly ied.lice ~ to ~p . :fr9111- f.ther Lobo 

• ae.:ret which l }.J.ad no inte~ in. keepmg? 
I QOIJ.lPlain. of enje>ying no. ~ ot .m.ind, of 

1eeliog. a diegust for the p~ of lite, and 
almost a hatred for exiat~ce ; but hOw c'aD it 

~ .o&berwiee? . Had I. done ·my. ·du:ty u a 
Chri•tian, and made a ~petent confession, it 
is ~kely·l should not have felt so sick at heart 

aa I now do-.-nay, who knows, but~aa he said, 

be might have found the means of softening my 

miseries. •. • • Perhaps of doing that which I dare 

-not· do my~f-letting Gabriela know. bow 

deeply, how sincerely • ••• But no, no, it shall 
·notbe.-She ahallnotkuow it.-I will notatand 

in the way of my brother's h4ppineaa ; and if 

-abe cannot be his, I will not add to his misery, 
by either forcing her inclinations, or seducing 

liB affections from him. FatheP Ldbo may 

put hia plans into execution, I shall not oppose 

· them ; but neither shall I 8ll8iat in reducing 

\ 
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her to a CODdition, which, however holy in itaelt, 

·may render her mi&erable for life." 

Though a faoatic in religious matiers, Fermin 
was high minded and generous While making· 

thoee resolutions, a tapping at the door announced 
somebody waiting outside.-" Come in," said he, 

turning his head· towards the door.-" Ah, my 
goOd fellow, Roque, is it you? Welcome, my 

&iend. Where have you left my brother ?" 

"AB every body in town looked upon us as if 
we had been Dien aWected with leprosy," replierl 
Roque, "we have been wanderiilg about the · 

country, till at last that good man, ~o Hipo!M, 
having more honesty and more gratitude than . 
most of the town folks, has received my master 

~his roof; and- I am here with a~ 
lMm him, to request you would favour him with ' 

a call at the farm; for his mind is aorely disturb. 

eel about I know not what.'' 

"I hope he does not ,think me uakind1" eaid 
. Fermin. 

" I canuot think you unkind, tt replied Roque, 
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presuming, as he was often in the habit of doing, 

to .answer the qu'l&tion for his master ; "but 

W"'lat in the D1Dlf' ~Jeremias prevented you Uom 
aaing. to see ua on our· arrival in town, when DO 

IOOilel' . we set our feet in yow:_ Cather's ho~ 

than we were requested by your soldiers to leave , 
it .ost at the point or the bayonet i and when 

we found neither fatha: nor moth.er, mistreiiS C)l': 

friend to receive us, or care whether we slept in, 

the. street, or starved for want of money to buy 

a loaf of bread ? Was that kind, think y()U ? · 

~ at such a time too !'' · 

• s "Y ~ must not judge hanhly of me, Roque," 

aai.d Firmin, visibly affected, "imperious circum-. 
lltmiCe8, which I cannot explain, compelled me. to 

act against my wishes, and even oow I ahallnot 

be able to do all my heart desires. I will, how

ever, go and see my brother, and do you tell him 

what· I have said; for I would J10t have bho 

think ~e his enemy. No, I love him, in spite of 
his · principles, as sincerely as ·brother ever lmied; 

and .though my' king and my religion have a. 
right to be otf'end.ed at it.'~ . · 
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" I respeet and -love you as much as I ever 

did." said Roque, "but, hang me, if you ue 
not as mad for your king, as you all . hiin, U' 

my master is for the Constitution. Would you.. 

have him kiss the rod which Jays him sprawling 

on the earth, after be sees himself robbed of hi& 

father, · his mistress, and his money ? And,: 

~en, why lug religion in? Is be not as good 
a Christian as ever 1 That those whose interest 

it is to enjoy what belongs to him should 8G!J 

he is. not, is perfectly natural; but bow you 

should tlhftk it, when you are as great a loser. 

youraelf by his miafortunes, I must leave you 

to explain', for I don'tunde~d it." 
" That I will at aaotber time ; at present 

return to my brother, and tell him to meet me 

alone to-night at ten o'clock by the fountain, 

between tio Hipolito's farm, and the l'Oid leading 
to·the village. •• 

Roque took his leave, and withdrew, not a 

little gratified at the lnanner he bad,. acquitted 

himself of his message, the b_appy issue of which 

he attributed ratht>l' to · hia cleverness and aupe-
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rior management 'han to the affection Fermin
might still entertain _for his -brother~ Full of 
this idea, he hurried away as fas~. as~~~~·nag's 
legs ·oouid carry hlm, to impa'ri to hi& master 

the conciliating tone of· his brother's answer. 

This/was. hailed by ~e latter with joy ; for not

withstanding ihe great anger he had manifested 

an hour or two before, the meditations in which 

we left him en~aged liad considerably allayed it, 

and made him come to the resolution of deferring, 

until he had heard this brother's explanation, his 

.1inal judgment, both · of his and Gabriela's 

eonduct; and he now antici~ by the tenor of 

Firmin's answer to his request, such ail expla

nation as his wishes had framed for him. Such 

are the aurlden transitions to which men who feel 

_and love deeply are exposed, when, as was the 

case with our hero, their sttong passions get the 

better of their judgment• 

Meantime, the reception that :Roque met from 

his sweetheart's father was such as could not but 

be highly gratifying to his feelings. The good 
farmer ahowed the pleasure he felt at seeing him 
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tbme,, by bestowing on him sundry vigorous 
blowi on the shoulder, CODlpreiaures of the neck, 

aod smart pinches in the arms, all which demon
Mratioos of aft'ection, though somewhat mulish· 
in the mode of their expression, are eoosidered 
amoog these honest folks as unequivocal. proof's 

· ol a heatty webme .. 

. ' 
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· CHAPTER III. 

How pat a ton to Item the raclllfllood, 
Whea beauty atJn the man of youthful blood. 
Whea tbe awola maa witb elrell"' toneata.rlae, 
.ADd aolter pauloo• •peak throqb wllblas 8Jft 1 
The voice or re-a'l drowa'd : Ia .ala It •peakl, 
WheD ha•~ aapr dJft the sloomr cheekl : 
Aad YeDpful pride hliiTIH \he mortal OD 

To deed• 1mheud. 

69 

llnllaaa. : 

THE hour appointed by Fermin to aee his 

brother was anxiously expected by Calista, ~bo 

on observing Hipolito's family retire to their 
respective rooms, sallied forth, enveloped iD hia 

cloak, and armed with his trusty ·sword, to ~ 

ceed to the place of rendezvous. His way lay 

through an olive plantation, the symmetrical 
rows of which were inte;sected by small canals, ~t 
for the purpose of irrigation ; and their watera, 

· '-



SANDOVAL; oB, 

curled in the moon-beams, as they fell from their 

little e]evations With a gentle murmur, the more 

agreeable as no other sound was to be heard at 

that hour of night. To Sandoval, whose imagi
nation loved to luxuriate in whatever beauties 

nature or art offered to his sight, these gentle 

&OUDds, and the stillness which reigned in the 

arched groves of olive trees, had in them some

thing unusually soothing, and deeply interesting. 

He sat to listen . to the murmur of the waters,_ 

and thoug~t, as he saw them pursue their course 

so uninterruptedly, what happy hours men might 

enjoy if their minds were less oocupied 'in devis

ing schemes for injuring eac~ other, and, if 

imitating the objects by which they are ·sur

rounded, they were less eager. to throw obstacles 

in the way of each other's happiness. "From 

the prince to the peasant, from one extremity of 

the world to the other,, thought he, "men war 

with each other; interest or prejudice arm them 

all to disturb the harmony of natUJe. One 
clragR the othel\ into his quarrels, no matter 

whether by fair or foul means ; they nght tiil 

·-
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the weakest sinks into a slave, and if open vio

lence fails, deceit and treachery are resorted to, 

until the world becomes at laat divided into three 
great classes, tyrants or knaves, slaves and fooiE." 

Thus reasoned Sandoval with himself as- he 

glided through his solitary path, to~ the . \ 

appointed place, which he reached at the critical 

moment when Firmin was alighting from his 

. hOI'Ie. i Prepared as the minds of the two . 
brothers were for a reconciliation, th~y 11ew into 

each other's arms, and the tears of both mingled 

as they fell, till at last their hearts relieved by 

the indulgence of their feelings from the heavy 
weight of contending passions which bad op

-pressed them, they broke the silence of this afNc-

tiooate greeting. "Dear Calisto,•' said Firmin, 

" appearances are much against me. A chain of 

mysterious accidents have contributed to excite 

.in your mind suspicions derogatory to my aft'ec
ti~n as a brother, and perhaps to my honour as 

a man, but I can aasure you in truth . that the 

peculiar circumstances under which I labour 
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have alone given to my conduct an air of crimi

nality which does not in reality exist." 
" Then my suspicions are erroneous;, inter

rupted -Calisto hastily, "and you do not love 

Gabriela_?" 

Fmnin stated visibly ; his conscience wu 

struck, and his heart whispered he did; but be 
answered evasively-" What would it signify 
if I did, you are the man she loves, the one she 

has always loved, and will ever love. But I 

fear ..•.. " 

" What in God'~ name," exclaimed the other, 

~ghisarm. 

"That it will. be all in vain," added Firmin. 

"To-morrow, perhaps, she will take leave ol 
her friends; and the day after a eonvent will 
separate her from t~e world." · 

'' Oh no,-no," said Calisto in that tone of 

ealmness that sudden madness ~ apt to~ 
''fear it not. You know I love her.'' 

''I know you do, my dear brother," said 
Firmin, observing the agony of triind he endured 
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hy the. great change in his voioe, and kindly 

pressing both his hands in his. " But how can 

you oppose what her parents have re80lved upon ? 

You know her devoted obedience to their eom
mands, and how essential it is to a child's virtue 

and happiness to submit to their dictates." 

· ·Here Calisto ·burst forth into a paroxysm of 

tage. " Talk you of obedience?~' said he, 

pushing his brother from him, " ·have you 

found out it is essential to secure a child'• virtue 

and happiness ? Out upon yout' hypocrisy ! 
They are not her parents. Not they. A iat.her, 

and still less a mother, ne-~er immolate t() their 

• own caprice, or that of another, an only daugh.. 

ter-they do not bury her alive between two 

walls-nor condemn her to live among fanatics 

and idiots, only to curse the hour of her birth, 

and those who gave it-they do not send het" 

to hell the shortest 'road.-&t it shall not be; 

I am her only father and protector, and, by 

heavens! I'll take care they do not send her 

there. I have a hand, and I have a sword, and 

TOL. II. E 
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know the use* of both. Let them come ancJ 

tear her from m~ if they dare." 

. At these words he walked agitatedly to and 

fro, uttering the wildest rhapsod\es, while his 

brother stood with . his arms folded across, his

breast, reclining against the erect stone f)f the 

fountain, reflecting on the words whiCh had 

escaped Calisto, and which had made. a deep 

imprej!Sion on his mind. " .Am I wretched, 

then," .said he to himself, his head bent upon 

~is chest, " because I have disobeyed my father's 

commands ? Heaven knows it has cost me 

many a struggle ! but, were they not reproved 

by religion, and could I have obeyed them with- • · 

out offending the king? No, I could not ; and 

bot)l were sins too deadly to be thought of. 

Disobedience then, in my case, was meritorious ; 

not so in Gabriela's; her undutifulness militates 

against her eternal salvation. Father Lobo 

proved it . this morning to me. Her conduct 

and mine, th.en, differ as widely as light does 

from de.rkne68., , 
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· In this way Finnin exculpab;ld ·his conduct . 

from the .charge of. disobedience, and drew. 

favourable inferences, which only the mall whose 

mind is warped by fanatical prejudices could 

have thought of finding. Meantime, Calisto's 

rage having gradually a~bsided, he approached 

the place wh~ his brother was, and after gazing 

awhile ·on him with looks of surprise, said he 

had made up his mind to go 'to t<>wn with him, 

and take Gabriela away from her parents' 

house. "You know," added he, "that", our 

·laws permit a suitor to take his mistre~s away 

from her parents, and place her in a friend's 

house till the tribunal take proper cognizance of 

the c&se. I should never have thought of' re· 

curring to means which may appear violent to 

some, and raise in others suspicions prejudicial 

to the purity of Gabriela's character; but there 

is now no alternative left, and I must lose her, 

and lose her for ever." 

"And where will you place her, supposing 

you actually succeeded in carrying her oft'? for 

it ia well to consider tnat first," said Firmin. 

E~ 
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The question staggered his b~ther. '' Wh;re 

are those powerful friends of your'S, ·who will 

take charge of such a trust 7" eontinued he, "or 

who will set at defiance the indignation and in

fluence s Don f\ntonio, to oblige you ? U n
Jees, indeed, you intend placing her in a nunnery, 
where alone ehe may 1ind shelter against ' those 

injurious suspicion• which you so j!tstly fear 

Jllight prejudice her in the opinion of the 

world." 

" A nunnery !" exclaimed Calisto ; " there 

are none to which your father Confes110r finds 

Bot free access ; and I would rather have Satan 

himself visit the dwelling of my Gabriela, than 

that ·such a monster should come within ten 

leagues ol her." 

Fe~in .crossed himself. "Hark, Calisto r' 

cried he, fixing his· resolute ~ye upon him, " I 

can endure all the opprobrious epithets you 

may please to heap on~ me, but another blasphemy 

ltg&inst Father Lobo, and we part for ever." 

" You are a fool, then," eaid his brother, 

'' and a fanatical dupe to boot." 
' . 

...... 
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"Be it so," said Fenuio, "but to your wise 

plao. Let me suppose you find a ho\ise, the 

respectability or whiCh will pteclude the ~s
picioos of the world, think you, you will eome 

triumphantly off in the decisic:m of the tribunal ? 

Does not· every man 'in office know your political 

principle., and every ooe of the · cletgymen; 
through wh<iee hands it must pass befote the · 

a1Fair can be said to be finished, your religious 

ones ? What theQ would be the use of making 

the attempt·? None in the world but thi&
t.o come out deleaMd in every stage of the pro

~gs, leave Gabriela exposed to the excited 
-wntth of her parents, and to · the laughter. or 

c:antempt of the world; 40d lastly, deprive 
yourself of every hope of· becomblg one day · 

reconciled~ heJ: ~Y·" 
These were reasons too cogent not ~ tnake 

an in:;lpre&Sion oo S&Qdoval's mind. " Call you 
procure me an iaterview with Gabriela r said 

he, after much hesitation, on the prop« CX>Urse 
So take. .. 

" I C81ll10t," replied his brother ; " I . have 
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pledged my word not to interfere in the matter, 

an.d I should. be acting against b1y conscience, 
and the express commands of those whom I' 
am bound to obey. · Besides,'' added he, " I 
ad viae you not to come ·within the walls of 

Logroiio. Y: ou are an object of stnpicion on 

the part of the government, and your safety 

would be. endangered by shewing yourself 

there." · 

" I ftf!A!, "! said Calisto, desponding! y, " I have 

no favour to expect from any livin~ man, not even 
from my own brother. I am an outcast from 

society,-and yet why, why am I 'an outcast?

for having kept my honour undefiled; for 
having done my: duty io my country, and for 

~~ faithful to the oaths I took before 

God and the world. Such are the crimes to 

which . I owe all my miseries !" 

"It gives me pain ~ refuse_ you my assist

ance," said Fermin ; " but do you recollect the 
n_ight when you surprised me with Gabriela in 

the garden of her house? The object of that 
visit was no other, than to apprjze her of a 
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determination taken against you, and to obtain 

from her a . pledge which lnight have added 

for(le to my -arguments, in· persuading you to 

quit Logrooo; but before I could see you, you 

were al?prehended, and· taken before the Co
misionado Regio. ~ous still to save ·you, 

I followed. you there, and . by my presence 

prevented the design set on ·foot :against you. 

you . were then dismissed, and r had the 

· pleasure of seeing, that aware of. the danger 
of 'your situation, · you .left the town imme

diately, which -rendered useless any -further 

interference from. me. The pangs, however, 

which . I endured for having th~ innocently 
· given rise to suspicions ·in your,mind, against 

Gabriela's faith, and my own honour, and those 

added by the remorse· of a conscience struggling 

with the reJlection, that I had acted contrary to 

the religious vows I had made at the feet of the 

confessional, wrung from me a promise, that I 

would never again interfere in any matters 
' that concerned you and Gabriela, and that oath 

must not be violated." 
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Calisto was too ~ell aware of the aJt.aubduing 
infiuence of religioUB prejudic:es on the mind 

of his brother, ·aa well as of the inflexibility of 

his eharacter, to resort to entreaties· which could 

only have tbe effect of distre86ing his feelings, 

without inducing him to yield; therefore, un .. 

willing to malCe uselees solicitations about wbatt 

he thought, ought to proceed from the impulse 
of brotherly afFection alone, be J'ElSOlved to seek 

in hii .own resourcea means fqr the prevention of 

the meditated atte1Dpt on Gabriela's personal 

liberty; and thanking ,Us brother, though SOfll&-

, what coldlyt for what' he had done for hilll, 

wished him more happiness than he himself 

enjoyed, and a speedy reoovery from his political 

and~~ 
Fermin, urged by the . purest motives !>f 

aft'ection, earneedy begged to be made ~ 

quainted with his intentions or designs respecting 

Gabriela, that he might at least give his opinion 

as to their practibility; but Calisto assured him, 

he hardly knew them himself, and llOuld not 

say whether the vague ideas that tloated in his 
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mind .would be realiz.ed into a leem.ole plan 01" 

not. Consequently the two brothers parted, 

after an afFectionate embrace, the one to return 

to town, and the' other to betak;e.himself to his 

own anxious thOughts and plana. 
.There are-few houn more favourable for coo

centrating our imaginative powers, and bringing 

them into action, than the season of midnight, 

particularly if tO the trtldisturbed .silence of the 

time, a solitary· and secludOO spot he added, 

both of which c;>ur hero enjoyd, :in his way to 

tio Hipolito's farm, and which contributed to 

aid him in forming a plan for visi~ Gabriela, · 

~ the following .night, which might be un

attended with risk either to her Oi' himself. 

ThU. done he re-entered the farm by the_ .yard 

at the back of it. At the extremity of this 

yard was a kind of shed, under which a few 

oxen and mules, a mare, two or three donkeys, 

and a ao:w with half a dozen sucking pigs, were 

'_lying ~micably together, and at a l.i!tle distance, 

in one corner of the same shed, and perched 

on the wheels and b&randu of a cart, about two 

lC s 

• 

... ~ 
I • · 
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dozen hens, capons, and turkeys. Facing this 

shed, stood a pile of faggots made from the vine

shoots, and further on was the pajar• where the 

farmer's serving men slept, _in OOIIlpany with 

some bounds, on the straw with · which it wu 

filled. The ~Agar, or place in which the grapes 
are pressed, occupied IUlother side of the yard ; 

and; lastly, the ramiiy dung-bill stood in the 

middle of it, rearing its bulky summit con

siderab.y ·above_ the surrounding objects, and 

difFusing odours very much in unison with the 

cleanliness of the rest f:)f the farm, and probably 

very grateful .to honeSt tio Hipolito's hens and 

, pigs, but not at all so to Sandoval, who made 
the besfol his way. to the room which had been 

assigDed to him, and which unfortunately looked 

upon the said yard. 

He found in · one corner of it a bed, or rather 

some planks, raised from the ground by a couple 

of stands, on which there was a straw mattress, 

• The houte i~ which the straw for the cattle is con
tained, which being cut very anall to give it them, mixed 
with barley and oats, must be enclosed under cover. 
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and. over it ·a woollen one, which· had served 

through many generations; !lome idea may 

be formed' of its value when we . say, that 

· it had. been left untouched by the· thousands of 

foreigners who had entt:red the village, during 

the late war, mos_t of whom were not.at"all nice 

in canyio~f away anything which might ·be of 

ur.e in forming their bivouacs. On this same 

mattress, however, there.was a sheet, which, for 

want of a companion, wu doubled; and so well 

tucked up and pinned to the ma~tress- that it 

was more stricti~ speaking a sack, the materials 

of which also r~mbled it in quality. and 

texture, and tO complete the bedding, . some

thing between a blanket and a coverlet, de.. 

corated with as many holes, and of abc?ut the 

ll&llle colour as a standard of Napoleon's imperial 

guard, covered the whole. Such was the rest. 

ing place prepared for him by the tia Agustin&; 

wbo, however, ought not to be blamed if it was 

not a better one, for the kind-hearted· woman 

had got together what she had beet in the 

house; and it is very probable her own was pot 



mo;re elegant or commodious.-" With what 
the monb and triars carried away this moirning,' 

thought Sandoval, as he stretched himaelf ob tM 

bed with his clothes on~ " the tia Aguatfua 
might have ' furnished half of bet boUse as 

commodiously as any man could wish. But 

. theee are happy beings; few of them ooosider in 
the light oC privation the misery they live in. 

Yet it is not that they are deficient in intellec~ 

Ol' the capability of enjoying a happier state of 

things, very far from it; but bereft of the hard 

eamed fruits of their 1aboun almost as soon as 

they obtain them, they ate compelled to look at 

last with indift'erenee on the oomforta of Ji(e, 

which, under the present order of things, {all or 
which concur to depress their natural genius) it 

ia impossible they should ever enjoy, so that 

this hardy, intelligent, and . reflecting 'peasantry; 
gradually become poor, and consequently in.; 

dolent; till at last, habit, which, they justly 

say, is a second nature, recon~es them to filth 

lDd misery." 

After these reBeetions; he endeavoured to re-o 



aign his 8enSes to 'the iilfluence of ileep; which 

probably he would have enjoyed• had it DOt 

been for the · noise and rummaging of' the ratl 

(who got admittance into hia room through the 

large crevices of the door,) among a heap of·<Ju 
peas, that lay in one bomer of i~ and wbich, 

to judge by the cracking and grindiDg of their 
teetht th~y ~ to relish amasiogly. To this 
must be added also the oooin~ ot the pigeon-. 
occupying the· room next to his, who, fright
eoed probably by the 811Qle eounds that di.,. 

turbed him, ftew about the room, frequently 
atriking and pecking against the door. Day~ 

light, however, soon drove the rats to their holee i . 

but then the bustle in the yard of tio Hipolito's 

Jel'Vants, who commenced getting ready their 
beasts to go with them to their usuallaboun io 
the fields, the Crowing of the cock, the grunting · 
of the disturbed p~ the twitterings of the 
aparrows, that" had their nests close by the win• 

dow, and came into his room to pick up what.. 
evet' they could find ; and, above all, the flea, 

· that fed en him with an eagerness which ina.. 

• 
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mated a . conciousness ·that they should make 

the moet of their time, as they were likely soon 

to lose their'prey, drove him out of his-room to 

ramble. about· the country, and thus get rid at 

· .once ~Chis troublesome companions~ 

• In this waik, Sandoval observ~ the cheerful~ 

n~ of that industrious and much injured c1ass of 

IOCiety, who from three in the morning till seven · 

at night, under all ~e changes of the weather, 

whether in summer or winter, with cold, rain, or 

:1 soorChing sun over their heads, labour to 

make ~he earth produce what they are hardly 

allowed· to taste of, much less to enjoy. He 

heard with a pleasure mixed with compassion, 

the merry sounds of the labourer, who thrust

ing vigorously with one hand the plough~are 

in the ground, and directing the oxen or the 

mules with the other, pursued his labour and 

his aong, as if both were inseparable from each 
other, though now and then an oath to the 

mules, or a little pause .where unusual exertion 

was reqUired, interrupted the latter for the mo- · 

ment. Seldom do these men return to . the 
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village or. farms, before the setting of the:sun, par-· 
ticularly if the fields they labour in _are at a di• 
tance from their homes. A loaf of bread, some 

cheese, or a piece o( cold meat, ,and a pitcher 

of water, serves them till they return .at night, 

where a bason of aopaa de o:fo, • a dish of bacon 

and eggs,. a few vegetables, and a pint of ~ne is 

mf:ld up to them for their supper. The gene

raJity of these men are robust, and well .made, 

temperate, and honest,. kind-hearted, and fond 

of obliging ; but in ord_er to obtain favour with 

them, it is absolutely necessary to treat them , 

with r.omething more than condescension, with 

kindness and· almost deference ; . for if you hurt 

.their pride, or treat them with ha~htiness, or, 

anything like the levity of contempt, they 00. 

come enemies, as inveterate as they are capable 

.of being faithful friends. To the truth of this, 

let the French under' Napoleon, who to their 

sorrow experienced it, t,estify. 

On his return from his ramble, Sandoval par-

• Garlic soup. 

\ 
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took f1l da .Agustioa's homely lnakfast of fried 
ega. .,_...., and bacon, fumithed by the pigs 
ud heu ol her ow.o y.ard. He e1eo taated IOJDe 

of her wiae. . which_ though POt very ol~, (for 

in a wiDe oountry peop~ aeldom keep it m<>re 
tbm two at three yean,) was . nevertheless 

vecy good. Thia moming duty done, he wrote 

a letter to Gabriola, in which he . requested an· 

lnteniew in her garden at any hour of the night 

that might be convenient to herself; after which 

he eallad Roque aside, and desired him to set 

olf. immediately to town, with instructions to 

lee Rou, and request her to deliver to her mis- . 

treu the letter he had written, without one 

minute'alou ot time.-" Now," added he, ." avoid 

uy of the family to wh~m you are known, $Dd 

uae all possible diligence to obtain, and bring 

._. an answer to this meuage. Above all do 

bolt. by your chattering and laZiness, spoil ·all 

again, tf you should auceeed.-Now, away, and 

do not atand there like a fool." 

" I stood,, said Roque, trying to look very 

much surprised, " endeavouring to catch the 

1·. 
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ecbo of· your words; for I could hardly per· 
. auade myself it was you who spoke. llow now I 

I spoil things by chattering, .and ·by the other 
DUty word you have jUJt used ? When have I 

done so, I pray you ? · Was it yesterday or 

•hen was it?-lt is well for you that you are 

my master;" added he, shakiog his :beadt 
"otherwise I would sooner tear my tollglle from 

my throat than say another word to you.'' · 
Having said tl_lis, be hastened away to aaddle 

his horse, and immediately aet ofF for Logroliot 

rejoiced at the opportunity thus afForded him 

of seeing his mistress, and serving his master. 

·His eageme'sa to reach Don ·Antonio's bouae, 

10011 brought him into dle town, where, , ne 

sooner had he alighted at his favourite inn, and 

aaw his hone well accommodated, than he 

marched up tO the place which enclosed hie 

heart's best treaasure. · Unfortunately for him 

·the Biscayan porter, who was an avowed, and 

what is worse, an vnsuccesaful rival, of his, kept 

IBltry at the door with more than usual 'Vigit. 
lance, and pre11ented him from m~ aDJ 

) 
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attempt to penetrate into the bouse, as be would 

otherwise have done. In this (lmergency, be 

bad no other alternative than· to pace up and 

down before the door, and watch a favourable 

opportunity of gaining admittance; but several' 

hours elapsed before one ofFered itself. Mean

time be observed a good deal of bustle going on 

about 'the bouse. Ladies and gentlemen 

decked in their gala. dresses arrived in car

riages, sedan-chairs, and on foot, followed by 

servants, also dressed in their holy-day clothes. 

Within the house, too, be heard an unusual 

noise, though be could not tell whether it was 

that of merriment alone. There were, however, 

various indications that a great . festival was 

about to t4ke place; for the servants went . 

. out with empty salva:s, and returned loaded 

with things, which, though carefully covered, 

emitted ~ch and pleasant . odours.-" A pretty 
joke if it. were Dona Gabriela's marriage !'' said 

.Roque to himself, "I should do wisely to stand 

aloof from my master ; for as sure as day-light 

he'll kill the first man who tells him ofit.-But, 
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~y Barrabas ! can I find no way to get in, and 

see what is going on ?'' 

By dint of racking his brains, he recollected, 

that in a narrow lane leading to ·the banks of 

the river by a steep descent, there was a small ' 

private door which opened into the garden, 

and through which he had frequently gained 

admittance.into the house, ·being sometimes left 

unlocked. He immediately went round to try 

his luck that way, and, to his great relief, found 

that it opened at the first effort. He now stole' 

in with cautious steps towards the servants halJ, 

which he , found so crowded with male and 

female servants of the company who wer,e 

in the house, that he took his ccimer among 

. them without being particula!lY noticed. Here 

he remained in momentary expectation .of seeing 

Rosa appear ; but in this he was also disaP": 

pointed; for Rosa was at that moment with her 

young mistress, occupied as may be seen in the 

next ~hapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

N oucht ia tbeJ'I llllder hea•en'a wide ballowedMII 

'l'hal-•• - ._ eompM11oD of tile IDID4, 
Than heaaty broa«ht to _:mwortby wretcbedneu 
BJ UYJ'• au-. or tomu.e' 1 fttaks unkind : 
I, wbltber lately thnlqh ber llrlchtneu bllod, 
Or throa«h allfllu>ce and fast ftalty, 

Wllieh I do owe aato all -ldlld. 
Feel my heart plereod with ao 1reat &IODY, 

When each 1 -· lila all for pie, 1 could die. 
8P&Ila&a. 

Fao:u: what bas been hinted above, our 

reeders doubtlese guess, that the festive pre

parations going on at Don Antonio' a house, had 

no other object than the celebration of an eYent, 

which wu to ·reduce the unhappy Gabriela to 

the state of a nun. We will not tire their patience 
by detailing here the various arguments' urged 

by Father Lobo to persuade her parents to 

m~ke a sacrifice, as unnatural as it was cruel; but 



' which he· repre¢lted as the m08t ~tifying they 

could oft'er to the Divinit)'. ·If• artful reasonings, 

falling as they did upoh 'wo beings, 1tho had no 

will but his, could not be received by them other-
• I 

wise than with the utmoet deference and suba 

mi!L'Sion. In justice to Don Antonio,. ho1rever, 
we must say, · that, not'WithBta~g his con• 

stitutional weakness, be •ithheld his ton~ent aa 

long as he was allowed to fight it out in aiugle 

combat with the father Confeseor ; but when 

I.>oDa Angela, who ~ed to take as much 

pleasure in opposing her husband's wishes, *IS 

in granting those of Father Lobo, ltept forward 

to back his antagonist. the poor man's atrength 

toon failed him, and he wu gradually driven 

from the field of battle in utter and impotent 

despair. 

As for Gabriela herself, she had in vain ex

hausted all her tears aod entreaties, her bigoted 

and imperious mother being deaf and blind to 

everything, except the dictates of her own ·mis- . 

taken devotion. Thtis the day for her taking 

leave of the world, as it it caned, that in •hich 
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the unhappy victiJ:n sees for the last tiine her 

friends, being fixed, Gabriela saw it arrive with . 

agonieS not easily to be described. 

· About the same time when Sandoval's ser

vant reached Do~ Antonio's house, the unfor

tunate Gabriela was in her own aparment, be

wailing the cruel lot that was preparing for her. 

Hardly able to support herself, she had sunk 

into an arm-ch8ir, where for sooie minutes she 

la.y in a state of exhaustion ; her head reclining 

against Rosa's arm, who at the same time 

presaed one of her mistress's han<ls to her lips' 

.and wept over her, endeavouring by the ~t 
IIOOthing expressions to allay h,er deep-rooted 

grief, ,md ~xhorting her to collect h¢rself, · and 

ez:et1- all her fortitude. · (i-abriela · opened her 

eyes, swollen by the tears she had shed during 

a sleepless night, and· fixing them ·on Rosa's, 

gently shook her head, and said in a faint and 

thrilling voi~, while ·the flash of fever over-

. ipre&d her pale cheeks, and 11 smile of agony 

played on her almost livid lips ; " No forti

tude or: mine, Rosa, can ·bear me througll this 
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painful trial. : To take leave of the world· is not 

what grieves. me; for plinful as the sacrifice 
_k!ems, I could accomplish it ; but to be tom 

from what my heart mo!it loves, to bear his 

voice no more, to relinquish ' all hope of ever 

seeing him; alas! I ·cannot, Rosa, I cannot.'' 

These words she utterere~ amidst sighs and 

sobs, which were quickly followed by a ' ilood 
I 

of ~ " Good God !" she exclaimed, · when 

this first burst of grief was over, sitting up in 

the chair, and throwing back with both her 

hands the black shiiiing lQCks that fell in ring

lets over. her face and neck, '' must I be forced 

into a condition 'I abhor ? Must J be dragged 

to a place where, instead of Jiving resigned; I .· 
shall only die miserable ? And is it indeed 

~ble that this compulsion proceeds from my 

own parents? · That to them I shall owe a life 

of wretchedness in this world, and the eternal 

torments of ·the world to come? Alas ! can 

this really be?" 

" For heaven's sake, my dear Senorita, calm 

your grief, llere eomes your mother, wipe. of\" 
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your tears, I entreat you,"' laid the afFectionate 

Roes, giving her a handkerchief, which Ga. 

briela hastily passed over her eyes, as a child, 

who, fearing her mother's rebuke, eeeks to COil• 

Oeal what might give rise to them. 

Doiia Angela now came in, preceded by two 

maid-serv!lnts bringing two handsome sal'ftrs, 

in one of which the splendid apparel .which 

Gabriela was to 1Vear .to take an eternal farewell 

of her friends, was carefully folded ; and in the 

other a wreath of white roses and several costly 

l!iokets, belonging to the family, to adom her 

person on this occasion. The sight of· these, 

and still more the stem countenance of her 

mother, made her blood run cold in her veins. 

The salvers being deposited on a toilet before a 

large looking glass, the two maid-aervants with

drew, both casting a look of pity on their young 

mistress, who continued ~rembling in her chair. 

The mother then drew a chair beside Ga

briela'~, and commanded Rosa to bring her the 

aalver which contained· the jewels. " This dia

mond necklace," aaid abe, pointing to it with a 

, j 



THE ·FREEMASON. 9'; 

fan she held in her. hand, " was your grand-

•mother's by your father's side. It was be

queathed by her to our miraculous lady of the 

Pilar of Zaragoza. It decked that holy image 

for more than thirty years, till the profane 

F_rencb Jaid siege to that city, when a friend of 

your father, the. pious archdeaeon of the Ca

thedral, obtained possession of it, and ·returned 

it to~ Don Antonio, who has since paid one hun

dred thousand reals,• to preselVe in the'family 

this precious relic. No o}le has ever worn it 

yet, for it would be the height of profanation. 

even to touch what our ·Lady of the Pilar has 

worn; but on · ~ occasion when· you, happy • 

child ! are to consecrate yourself to the servi~e 
of J~us Christ, (crossing, herself) I have re

solved, after taking our father · Conf~r's 

' advice, · that you should wear it, .and I have 

no doubt that it will enable you to discover that · 

the greatest good we can . enjoy ~n this world is 
the spiritual grace. The other trinkets have been 

• One thousand poundl. 

VOL. 11. F 
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also blessed ~y our pious. bishop~ and will like. 

w.ise contribute to inspire :fOU wif:h the resigna• 

tion which you are so much in want of.,, 

, "Alas·! den 'mother," said Gabriela, clasp. 

ing Doiia Angela's hand between OOth her. own, 

" am I then .really to be led to a cOnvent P Must 

I Io8e my. home, my. parents, my.friends, my 

...•.. " {afrown .the mother ca~sed her to 

withhold the word· which so readily came to her 

lips,) " all, in a w?rd ?" she ~ded. " Does not 

the voiee of nature disapprove in that bosom 

from whi~ I drew my first sustenance, the 

sacrifice you are on the point of makitrg of your 

ooJy child ? Why bring me .into the world, if 

you now dtprive me o.f my liberty, and ren~er 

my existence, wretched? For heaven~s sake, 

mother, have pity on me. Be moved by-my 

· tears. Heat my eatreatiea. Where shall I 
find compa!Sion if my mother refuses it to me?· 

For the sake of lfhat you love -lllOilt in this life, 

I 'entreat-you, here--at your-feet, to shut m~- up 

in this apartment, and exclude from it .the light 

of day, rather than force me into a life which I 
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abhor even more than death itself, and which.r . 
must be the cause of my eternal despair." · 

EveQ. Dona Angela's rigidity .. of character· 

was not proof against this warm and passionate 

. appeal. ~he turned her head ·aside and raised 

one hand to her eyes while holding th~ other 

back she gently repelled the. efforts of· her 

daughter,, who, on'· her knees, extended her 
' . 

arms towards her in an imploring attitude, her 

eyes streaming with tears, and her bosom heav

ing painfully . . It is probable that the termina

tion of this scene would have been favourable 

to Gabriela's wishes; but while ~e mother's 

heart wavered· between feelings of compassion, 

and those, preperly speaking, of bigotry, the 

father Confessor made his appearance at the door 

of the apartment, and one glance of displeasure 

from him. was enough to Jtifie the voice of 

nature, and· complete the triumph of fanaticismJ 

· She immediately extricated her hand from Ga

briela's grasp, and rising from her cltair, stood 

up and gazed sternly on her.-" N6 more words,~ 

ehe said, " ~ is yaan dress, and there. ~ 
-,~ 
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the ornaments which you are . to wear with it . 

. In an hour's time I expect to see you enter the 

drawing-room in your new habit, and let me see 

that you attend to my comm~ds, or you shall 

rue your obstinacy and disobedience." 

'Gabriela implored her mother by all the Saints . 

in heaven not to enforce her commands ; bui 

Fath~r Lobo nodding to the mother, she imme. 

diately left the room. Gabriela rushed after 

. her ; but the monk arrested her steps by seizing . 

on her arm.-" Why, lady, fly you thus from 

yourself?" said he~ w.ith an austere voice, "ought 

you not rather to be rejoiced at finding a place 

where you will be sheltered from the continual 

d~ng~ and wicked suggestions of the world, 

the devil, and the flesh, than risk your eternal 

salvation_ by remaining exposed to its dangers? 

()ught the temporal and .perishable pleasures of 

the world to be preferred to the good of your 

soul? 1.'he· guilty passion you are inwardly 

cherishing, in spite of your exc~ent parents' 

admonitions, alone makes you look upon the 

religious state with horror ~d det~tioJl.-BU:t 
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bdieve me, my dear child,, he added, with a 

softer tone of vo!ce, " when you are once in the-' 

oonvent, and th~ grace of God begins to en

lighten your heart, your sentiments will very aopn 

alter ; those , sinful tears will be changed into 

sweet smll~ ; an.d those unworthy ·sighs into 

heavenly joy. Once the spouse of Jesus Christ, 

doubt it not, you will be an· angel on earth." 

· Gabriela found it· very- difficult to extricate 

her arm from the· monk's grasp; but having 

succeeded' in it, she said in a firm and resolved 

manner-'' Leave me, Sk, and· I beg you ano
ther time not . to intrude into my apartment, as 

you have done . to-day. As for your specious 

reasonings, I have 11e11se enough -not to ~ de

bided by them ; I was bom a wo~, for my 

misfortune, and can never be an angel. Besides, . 

more than one nun have confided secrets to ~e, 

which they would not disclose even to their con

fessors ; and I have sufficient reasons to appeal 
. to heaven against the unjust violence of my 

parents; and the pious bribes with which you 

have stifled j.n them the voice of parental aft'ec-



:tion. What ·motives ·have ·tu-ged you to· .it, yo~ 

yoUrself know best ; ·but He · who i5 above 

·knows them .U.O, ·aDd woe to ,-ou ·if they .. ain 
:against his.la•:!u · 

The mouk made m ~attempt 'to SJ*lak-; but 
she, pointing to the door with a high and oom

•manding look, turned away from. him, and be ' 

left the room, casting on her • sidelong glance · 

-of resentmeat mixed with soom.--" Villain !" 

cried Gabri~ as he withdrew, "I know you 
well·; but your :wM:kedne&a .sha.U not ·avail you 

with· me,~w4i~er at home or in ·a oonvent •... •• 

(here she ID$de a pause,) "a ooBvent! said I P
alM? must I think of it ?....:_A!h ! I fear there is· 

no remedy.-Where is my father, Rosa·?" 

" He left toWn yesterday," replied the maid, 

"and, as· he ~d· rlot leave w()!d where he waa 

· going, I suspect the desigft fof his jaumey was 

to avoid an appeal from y~>D, which, l·am cer
tain, be could not have withstood; and by. which 

.b~ cqbld not have failed to give atf'ence to yotir 

; mother." 

"So then be too has forsaken .his daughter. 



• ~d she has nti prirtection left'!". &aid Gabriela, 
with a deep :drawn tdgh; "I mullt leave my 

home for ever, and without a farewell •embrace 

iivm .Jlim who ~ve ·.me being !-fJ:IOID him, who 

wept with joy wh~er · I ·imprinted on his 

~heek the good-nignt ki8$.l . .Alas!· Boisa, I. can.. 
not bear this, m:r. fh~.is·b~g." 

As fthe unfortuDate girl :~poke, 11'he thtew ~r
self iaro Rosa't~ arms, whose bosom she JBoistened 
with a 6ood ef -~ ; :~t ·gri~, w~h also .ex

hausts itaelf :by ~€!4 ~x~~~. 1fa& now J)&o 
ginning to abate,.JRld ·her :~_ hjgh-minded

aess, fimmess, aad:reaolution .soo:u twk their plac~. 

in her boso.m;. Sh~ r~ ber -h~ ·from &&a~:S 

shoulder .. . wiped .oif her tea.rs,.~d·sat down com

posedly at her. toilet-" Begin.the undress,~ she 

aid to her maid, " and let me assume that 

-bridal dress, or rathe~ ~at WQ\ld in 'which I 

.am to be buried ~ve.-Dress my hair first,-

- .t,~u,ugh to..mol"(OW Uli~~ie . curli~ locks," added 

she, passing her hand on.a cluster of them that 

f~ll on her .heaving bosom, " ·of ~h,i~h I was 8o 

;~ ~.1 :all falha the ~th. · llu~ t~J). ijke 

' 
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their mistre8s, will no longer excite envy.-Y et 

stay, ~rive me the scissors . ..:...Which ·are the -two 

haodsomest ?'' 
· " You are not going to cut them, my dear 

senorita ?,. said the ' weeping maid, alarmed at 

_.eeejng with .what a .bold haOd sh~ took the 

scissors and applied them to the locks. · 

" Why not, you foolish thing?'~ said Gabriela, 

bet countenance enlivened· by a soft smile

·" would you not rather have one of them, than 

-see them all the pray of the winds, or doomed 

to some yet meaner de$tiny ?-Here put this in 

your ~m, and keep it as a remembrance from 
me. The ~ther, ftive me a green ribbon to tie it 

with (for I will not yet give up hope) and keep 

it,-you know fo~ whom. A fetv days ago, I 
would sooner have ptUted with the ·very apples 

of my eyes than with ~ose two locks ; but 

the times are changed, and we see .even the 

. proudest things of nature fall never to · rise 

again!". 

" Are these strings of pearls in this salver to 

. be fixed· round your tresses ? · They · contrast 
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·beautifully with yoilr· ebony hair," said .Rosa, 
holding them aglinst her ~tress's head. 

" I suppose they are," said GabrieJa, taking 

them in her hand and examining them, " pretty 

' baubles · enough, · the toys of our sex, a~d I 

·have heard some friends of mine say, ofte~ 

the pledges of the Tillainy and deceit of the 

other." 

" :Ah, 'tis even ao," said Rosa, "for :t have 

myself observed, that when men give us these 

things they think they 'have a claim to all they 

ask ; but woe to her who gives' them all they ask 

. as a recompense for those gifts ; r.he is suie to be 

deceived, and afterwards laughed at by the very 

man she listened to." 

" But men are not allao' Rosa," said her . . ' 
mistress. 

" God forbid !" exclaimed the maid, " I can . . 
say for myself, that the only man I ever loved, 

though he has given me many fine things,.._fioe 

for me I mean,-has never asked anything in 

return." 

Gabriela smiled, and said, '"You are fortu

nate in your choice, then ?" 

F S 
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"So far," .laid Roea, " I haYf: certainly · beeh 
fortunate." 

"So far.!~ Npeated her miltftss'; "why, ctiiid, 

you don't. mean to -try another, do you·?" 

· ·" Not if I ean help it ; ·bot-it ever he should 

forSake me, I promise you I will.-But wil~ you 

wear this garland to-day ?"' ·said Rosa. 
" Garland !" exclaimed Gabriela, " call it a 

crown of thoTDJ, and you will speak 'more to· the 

purpose." 
"You look well in it, though. ·It seems 81> . 

innocent and pure, and matches so well ·your 

smooth nnd white forehead, that it appean as ·if 
it were a part of it., 

"You little 11at~rer," said Gabriela, . gently 

striking her cheek with one· of her fingeN, " you . 

strive to make me conceited ; but this same 

• -smooth forehead will be wrinkled ere many 

months-are over." 

•' Ah, do not say BO, '' added Rosa kissing it, 

"you said just now that you would not give up 

hope yet." 

• ·· · · "Well, ·be it 10," returned, Gabriela with a 

sigh, "and if I said it, may God grant it.-But ' 

··- --·~·=· ~~~-'--'-"==---------------, 



barid rml ~t WBte silk ·;griWJD, and .. the other 

wbieh I am to wear orer it m Freudt leoe.'! 

" Holy Virgin ! what a .IIIJIS'I'i&ent J:Obe !" 

Gcied Rola, as ihe umfoided 'the~ dress, ." what 
llplendid embftllidery this . of the· bordel'ft, and 

bow beautifuUy \ft>rked .it iB ·! r There never wa.t 

another like thi& ieeli : :any · where. It sets 

sweetly too. ~It rilabs .your small waist lOok 
8till smaller, and fits without forming a ilingle 

wrinkle. But allow me to 888ist you in putting 

on these white satin. shoes;" 

Gabriela . now ·stood opposite _a full-length 

l(Joking.glass,.- and said, as she turned herself 

various ways with still t!Ome woridly oo~Ja

eency ;-" 'r.he dtes& is well made and splendid; 

but I am deadly pale. I look mm-e like the spirit 

of some tnurdered being-rising from the tomb, 

-than one who yet breathes the air of life, aDd 

.feels. her 1wart throb within her bosom:-But 

gi\'e nte-the veil, and let-us complete this bean. 

siclrening·toilet. Yet too soon shtU.l I say fat9-
'Well, and for 'ever, to ali this finery!" 

The veil l»eing ·now ~efully pinned to her 
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hair, she let down heJ." -.face the · fo~~ of it, 
and made one or two steps towards the door; 

but the agitation which she felt at this moment, 

and the violent throbbinga of her heart. overqme 

her for some instan~ and she sat down gasping 

for breath, and thinking that although ~me 
degree of courage is required to form a resolution, 

it is chiefly at the moment of its executiou tbat.aU 

its springs must be brought into action, or. else 

the purpose falls to the ground •. She then.ex.

~rted herself to recover all her firmness, in which 

she succeeded, after drawing a deep sigh, which 

seemed considerably to ~lieve her,. and tht'n She 

-stood up &g$in breathing freely.-·" Now Rosa,:' 
she said, in a ~lved tone, " my mind is made 

' . 
. up, . and let come what may rn n~t shrink again.~ 

Saying thi~ sh.e walked out of her apartmen~ 

.with. ·a ·firm step, and passing ~ugb several 

.rooms, she r~ached the ante-saloon,- where. the 

.servants of the bouse with several others belOPg
..ing to the friends of the family, who ha~ bee~ 

invited ~ ~d the ~ay with G~riela, .we~ 

aasembled in various grou~ conversing on .the 
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kppro(lcbing festival. On. seei~g ·her appear, 

·the-y all drew up into .two files, and bowed and 

God blessed her, as she ~' some whiSper

ing,-.:" what a pity it is, ·that' such a. beautiful 

·a-eature should be lost to the world!" others, 

" how pale she looks, poor thing t" others 

•again,-'' she i.s used tyrannically, but they 

-should drag me if I were her," -every beholder, 

in a w~rd, felt pity for this devo~ed- victim· ol 

-monkish villainy and blind bigotry . 

.Among this crowd' ·of servants . our faithful 

, Roque was waiting impatiently Rosa's appear

:ance. No &OOner _he· observed her ~ind ~er 

mistress than he thrust him~ If forward to attract 

. her notice, and then beckoned. her to follow him: 

The maid, whose duty to her mistress terminated 

at the an~saloon; which adjoined . the ·draw-

. ing-room · whither, accor~ng ;to l!trict etiquette 

,. she ·could· n~t follow her, unless called for, left 

. her now, and ran after Roque. down a narrow 

. staircase w~ich led to the ·garden, where, after 

. one or two minutes running, she overtook him 

in one of the thick leav~ . pavilions that looked 
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oo the river.-" I inarvel at yout' ~;" 

llid abe to . him, u 10011. 81 she 'l'eCOVtlftd het 

bnatb, " who in~ted you bere ?"" 
cc Your eyes, and my tKWereigta will, ·light of 

my heart," said &que, passing his hand under 
-her chin.' 

•• Come, no nonsense, .. Mid she, slapping hi8 

hand, " I am not in ·a humour to listen to your 

extravagances now.'' 
" And how am I to know when you are 

in humour or out of it?" enquired Roque. 

" Did'nt you . tell me yesterday that you were 

agry wjth me, beeauee I didn't come to see you-; 

well ! here I am, and yet you look more peevish 

· .now tbanyesterday.-But I ought to_know that 

a weather-cock is another word for woman." 

,'f And f~l another name ror Roque," added 

Boea sharply. · f' Else, \Vby come on a day like 
thia P Don't you know that my young mistresa 

is going to-day to take leave of her friends, and 

.to-morrow I ' shall loee her for ever? Is· this 

not enough to oceupy-me? You' might htt~ 

clu•n your time ·better, I -think.'' 

------··-·--·---



· · "Well, do not be angry,. my jewel ; fer alta

aU I oome oaly with a message from my. ma• 

to your mistress.•.~ He.then deliveredtheemmtl 

with which he waa entrusted, -at. full lqtb, 

and· with .all the ·additiooe. :which he thought 

were wanting to obtain Rosa's good word ; bUt . 
. she .shook her head, and said •&Ire did not kn01r 
•hetber her ·mistress wonld.oonsent.to itor.not.; 

though on her part she would try, as aoon a 

she found an · opportunity, to. give her the note , 

· and persuade her to grant the interview,. wbich, 

ltowever, she feared ·would not be. so easily 

obtained as she would probably be watched by 
ha- mother.-"·.Meantime,'' she added, '" give 

Don Calista this .lock of my mistreu•s hair, 

ang tell him to keep up. his spirits, · and loa! 

no hope ; for such· 8l'e her . commands. . And 
D&W, ·for·God•s sake, be off, and do not· appear 
again here till to-night, about eight, when J: 
·will endeavour to iee you!' 

Saying this she tripped lier way back as 

·lightly· as a deer, without ·paying the ·least· at

. -tention to the ear,1est entreaties · of Roque to 
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remain one minute longer.-" The jade ?'• cried 
he, "is gone without giving me a single kiss! 

-But, ho~ now?'' added he starting. back, 

·" are yo~ also here ?" , 

"Sirrah !'' cried his master, emerging· from 

llehind a thick cluster of laurel bushes, '' is 

this the vray you serve me?· I send you at 

·m in the morning, and it is Jiow near noon, 

and you are still here. You might have kept 

your love affairs for another opportunity, I 

should think." 

· ."Now, by the twelve Apostles,' this is too 

·bad!", exclaim~ Roque, "how could 1· bel}), 

it? Have I .not been waiting and kicking my 

heels about this place till this moment, and at 

·the risk of having my shoulders well warmed by 

a shower of blows? And. .•. .'' 

,J And what answer?" interrupted his master 

i~patiently. 

"You must wait till I get it,· and that, if God 

pleases, not till eight to-night," saicf. Roqu~, 
'' and,·moreover, I advise you to make the best 

of your way out of this house ; for, I wot, there· 
. ' . 
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are now ~any friends of yours within, who would 

not ,ish a better sight than to see you hanging 

from the higbest, gallows in Spain.-This way, 

this •way ; for I have found the back garden 

door open, and I think it will admit us again to. 

night.'' 

Saying this lie led, or 'rather dragged, his 

master to the little door that led out to the 

narrow lane above:· mentioned; and, carefu1ly 

shutting the door after him, they both dis. 

appeared. 
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CHAPTElt V. 

Old BrrorUuaa, wJth·lllaUt.lmpure, 
1'hN .. --.<~. Tratb behind: 

Yet, oo"""'-o tJaroach the datp ohecure 
She hanta apon tile a!Dd. 

Sleep, aa4 her aliter, Slleace, relp, 
They look the ahtpherd'a fold, 

Bat, harlr-1 btar a lamb eomplaJD. 
'1'11 loat apon the wold ! 

COIIIIINGR.&II. 

Oua narrative, interrupted by Roc}ue•s intru

sion, leads us back to the drawing-roo-in door, 

where we left our young vestal on the point of ap

pearing before a crowd of friends, or m~ pro
per1y speaking acquaintances, who were in mo

mentary expectation of seeing her appear. Among 

aucb a numerous company as were there assem-
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bled; it was .. natural that there . should be some 

kind-hearted and friendly, others lukewarm and 

.indift'erent, and others (we ·trust the smalleet 
·portion,) malignant and wicked. •ro judge 

&om the different expressions or their coun

tenances, ·we are justified in saying, ·that such a 

divieion is perfectly Coaect.; for no sooner did 
those to whom we have given the place of -~ 

ference see Gabriela walk in with almost the 

paleness or death stamped on ·her ue counte

nance, than their faces changed to an expreaion 

of grief and anxjety, and their eyes were seen 

suddenly fitling with tears. There even was a 

·yoong ·friend of Gabriela's, who, forgetful at 

the moment of the place and object of her visit, 

aprimg from her chair~ and running towards 

.Iter friend, threw her arms ruund her neck, ex

elaiaiiDg -~idst aigha and · tears, " Gabriela, 
.- A-- . --U!--~ ,, ·m:y ..,__, you are a&ei:IIKXlU,. 

Gabrida. ·wbo :bad till ·theD kept up her reee

luticm well, 'f/88 greatly moved at. this affectiag 
pr'* ef frieDddip. Her .firm step began to 

, utiBat.e, abe. · trembled: in all her limbs, aad 
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was at Jength compelled to throw herself in a 

fainting state on the first chair she saw vacant, 

unable to reach the prine~pal sofa in the middle 

of the room, where a place had been assigned 

· to her near the greatest devotee of · Logroiio. 

This lady, who longed to have her near her, 

to congratulate her ' on the holy vocation she 

had so 'WiSely· adopted, and treat her with a long 

lecture about the most efFective way of obtaining 

·the spiritUAl grace, got into a great passion 

against the silly'girl, as she called her, who had 
discomposed the placidity of Gabriela's mind, 

by yielding to . such worldly impulses, as. did 

also Doiia Angela, who sat on one side of her. 

Meantime, the indifFerent part of the company, 

who, wishing to be thought very· much in~ 

rested in Gabriela's welfare, were obliged to 
• 

have recourse to appear~ces, added coosi.. 

derably to the confusion created by this little 

· incident, by running backwards and forwards, 

wringing their hand~ and uttering varioUH ex

clamations, while the worse f*1't of. the visitors 

interchanged a maligDant smile with each other, 

I ' 
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when not observed by the rest, and tried to look 

very much concerned when they inet more cha

ritable eyes. · , " These are unfortunate acci
dents, but the fish is well hooked, it will not 

escape us," whispet:ed into Father Lebo's ear 

his wo~y nephe"', who, as our readers have 

doubtless anticipated, was one of the company, 

and had not forgottfn his white kerseymere 

pantaloons, hessian boots, trimmed with gold 

cord and. tassels, and his best embroidered coat, 

with the cross of Charles III. on t~e left flap. 

" Thanks to me, then," said the monk, with 

an air of complacency. "I had to grapple with 

more than one prejudice; but they all gave way . 

to my superior management. Strike terror into 

people's souls, and you are sure to t1iumph 

over every human obstacle; that is the ~i 
secret· by which I have accomplished deeds, 

which to the pusillanimous appeared impossible ; 

and it is what .I recommend to our friends of . 

the capital." 

"Aye, and what they follow too," my re

spected champion of the faith, tru~ aisciple of 
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Saint Dominic, and worthy successor of Tor .. 

requemada," added .Ari.imana, with that peou• 
liar grin of his with which he usu"ally accom

panied his own joe~ observations. 

While Gabriela's frien~s ·flocked aroqnd her, 

each to offer either consolation or elixirs, there 

was in a corner of the room one, !ho, feeling. 

the horror of her situation more acutely· than 

even herself, now and then cast hia a.Jixioua 

eyes over the people's heads towards ~e place 

where she sat, and then withdrawing them 

slowly fixed them on the ground in silent medi

tation. " Can such a forced sacrifice be grate

ful to the Almighty ?" said he to himself. 

" Will not the reluctant victim inwardly murmur 

against the violence offered to· her feelings-ac

cuse her parents of barbarity ,-and even call in 
question the justice of heaven ? And if she 

do so, hi not her future happiness oo the brink 

of eternal perdition ? . It is,--it is 1. And yet I, 

who have an influence CI'Vf!t her pa.ft!Dts• minds, ' 

-1 who can save h~, am here to .witness.it-to 

aee, perhaps, the~ of bell rise .aDd drag her 



T.BE FllEBH.UON. 119 

to ~e aOOdes of the guilty.....-th_ere to iear 
~under with theiro lacerating claws those deli. 

cate limbs, mangle that divine form under their 

cloven feet, and torment her everlastingly, now 

in cauldrons of. a.ulpbur ·and burning pitch, and 

now in their pits of freezing ice.• -~nd sballl 
permit. this-? ·No, not while I ,breathe,'' added 

the impetuous Fermin, ru~ing to the middle of 

the room, 1\iS mind so worked up by the horrors 

his imagination had depicted, that, unoonscious 

·of those 'who were around him, he voCiferated 

with all his might, ·his features distorted by 

horror and dismay, "Dona Angela, no more 

of this !-I. see legions of devils rising !-they 

come, they come !-aave, her, save her !-holy 

water, a crucifix, the gospels, the gospels!" 

At these cries, the terrified company suddenly 

rose from their places, and the most timid, 

rushing towards . the door, gave the impulse to 

the r~t, who in their hurry to leave the .house, 

• Such is the picture 'of hell dral'll by most . sp11Di$h 
preach~· 

_ ....... I 
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stumbled upon each other, and called upon 

every Saint in Paradise to aasist them, as if an 
the inmates of hell were actually at their heels, 

while only a few men, and some ladies, whose 

stronger nervet or minds, enabled them to resist 

·the impulse of their legs,· remained belrl:nd 

staring at each other in mute astonishment. . 

Gabricla herself, roused by these cries, more 

than by the elixirs of her female friends, ·now 

stood in the middle of the room, immovably 

fixed to the spo~ resembling one of those visions 

which .the imagination sometimes pictures to 

itself, when at ~e midnight hour we see by 

moonlight the vapours rising from a distant 

hill, and forming themselves into a , tbou~d · 
unreal shapes-" What is the meaning of 

this ?" enquired she in a feeble voice, seeing . . 
that no one seemed inclined to break the silence; . 

but. nobody could tell, he who might have done 

so having made his exit along with the others. 

At last the father Confessor, who bad with- · 

drawn to a distant window, to give vent to the. 

iiTWstible fit of laugbtei- that the fanaticism of . . 

I 

j 
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his grilled penitent, and the ludicrous .incident 

by which it had been accompanied, had excited, 

thinking this a favourable opportunity to forwa'rd 

his designs, advanced with that gravity which 

a long practice in hypocri<Jy enabled him to 

assume, and declared that this was a waming 

from heaven for the rebellious. conduct observed 

by Gabriela ~wards her parents, and that the 

ooly way to avert God's wrat~ was to proceed 

on the aftem~n · of that day, instead of' the 

next, _to the convent, where she would he' re-
. ' 

c:eived with open arms ·by the nuns, and the 

usual ceremonies for her reception be performed 

with the pomp and solemnity befitting the 

occ8sion. 
'!'his advi~ was received by the mother, as 

everything whi~h he suggested, with much de

ference and aubmission, and was thought by the 

few remaining friends of the family, very ad

visable and judicious; but the unfortunate Ga

briela, who had reckoned on one day longer, 

and who experienced an undefined sentiment, 

which expiring hope often gives, even when rio 

'VOL~ II• 
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plausible foundation exists, of being at length 
• 1 . 

t'eleased from· the impending misery of her 

situation by some unfOl'elleen accident, could not 

. refrain ·from Bbewing her disappointment and 

indignation at the shameless imposture of the 

monk, by rep~cbing him with it, and declaring, 

she would not go unless dragged there by force. 

-"Then,'' said the mother, greatly incensed at 
'the boldness with which Gabriela had expretlled 

herself, " you shall go, whether you will or 

not.• 

She then sent a footman to the convent with 

a note to the mother abbess, apprising her of 

their intention to p~ there wit;h Gabriela 

on the afternoon of that day, and requesting her 
tn issue her orders for her reception. ~' We 

abaii see whether your pleasure or mine is to be 

f\iliilled," said abe, to her daughter, when she 

RUt this message. 
· The wretched Gabriela eaw well there was 

now no remedy ~; the inflexibility of her 

mother's cltaracter, which neither tears nor en

treaties ; could aoften, and the violence and 

... 

I 
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impetuosity of ~ passions, which seemed to 

gain strength by opposition, rendered useless 

whatever feeble eiforts of her own she might be 

inclined to oiFer. Consequendy she summoned 

all her fortitude, and even repressed that senti

ment of anger, which it was impossible not to 

feel at the barbarous tyranny of a parent~ who, 

having against every impulse of nature, pr&o 

medi~edly determined to Sa.ri1ice her to her 

own bigotry and caprice, bad forfeited the right · 

to filial obedience and aiFection to which parents 

are eniided.-" Mother !" said 'the generous and 

affectio~te .Gabriela, ~ith a firm yet respectful • 

voice, " you h•ve done everything in your 

. power to tear. asunder those sacred· ties of 

afFection, which as ,your daughter unite me tG 

you;-you are, even now, o_n the point o( lead

ing me to a place, from which,· iC I am ever 

released, I can never hope . to go but to the 

.mansions of eternal darkness;-for ~ever expect 

I can for an instant be reconciled to live as a 

recluse, · when my heart wandera in the wid~ 

world \lith one to whom it was pledged, eveJl 
G !! , 
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with your consent, nay, by your comniancl, and 

in the pt"eeiElnce o( ,our Creator.-Yet I think of 

those days, when you held me to your breast with 

motherly fondnesa, and, though it would have 

been by far more fortunate (or me had you stifled 

me in the cradle, the reeollection o( your kind

neu ~hen, will ever keep alive in my heart the 

warmest gratitude and vt-neration,-nay, · the 

sincerest filial devotion.-God forgive you, 

mother, as I do now, on the day when we shall 

all give an account of our words. and actions 

before his almighty throne ..... And now take .me 

where you will-but remember, that with you 

lies the respc)nsibility o( my future perdition." 

Dona Angela listened with great impatience 

to this impressive discourse of Gabriela, which 

she delivered with an energy corresponding to 

the depth of her ·feelingS, and the important . 

nature of the subject-" Rebellious daugh&er," 

exdaimed the mother, exasperated ·at the· force 

and truth a( tho8e words, "what! the Almighty 

will punish. me · for preferring ·the salvation of 

your $0ul, to ·your own whims and wishes, will 
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h.e? and you think the nuns wili not inspire you 

with ~ignation, either by force, good example, 

qr exhQrtatiOiil, do you? :But, oh.! your. heart is 

wandering, you'll .soon recal it, I promise' you \ 

and then I shall hear no more of this, but rather 

thanks and congratulatioos." 

By thi6 time most of the gu~sts who had 

~frightened out of the room,.or the boose, 

b)· Fermin's ·fit of religious enthusiasm, had 

returned; and were invited by Dofia Angela to 

!lit.down tQ the sumptuous dinner that had been 

prepared, to celebrate an event, which, in Spain, 

is looked upon as · similar- to a wedding. We 

shaJl not attempt a description of this entertain-' 

ma1t, the dishes being-too numerous for parti-

cular notire, the wines and liqueurs, too spar

jngly used, notwithstanding. their great v.mety 

~d abun~ce, and the spirits of th~ company 
.too much depressed with the melancholy . oc
currences of the morning,. tO aiford much:amuse-, . ·. . 
~ent . to our readers. Consequently; we will 
proceed oowards the carriages, which the foot- · 

.pJen announced w be at the street door, as soon 
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.t'ter dioner as Father Lobo had said bia 1¥. 

~dicUe with his usual assumed air of aanctity. 

'£h~ guests having risen from table, Do&a 

Angela waved her hand to Gabriela to lead the 

funeral mareh. She armed herself. with pa

tience and resignation, and immediately ~ 

ceeded with slow but firm steps towards the 

door, followed by her friends, and leaning 

lf{ainst the arm of the young lady who acted u 

bride's-maid; for on occasions like the present, 

when a female is tO consecrate henelf to the 

service of the church, everything assumes the 

aspect of an espousal. In passing through the 

anti-saloon, the serv~nts of the family, who 

were assembled there to take the last farewell 

of their beloved Seiiorita, presaed around her 

with eyes big with ~ars, and poured ble&6ings 

upon her with voices interrupted .by ilie sobs 

that swelled their bosoms. The ·grief mani

fested by them all, but in particular by Rosa, 

who, being her favourite and confidante, felt her 

loss still more acutely than her companions, and 

evinced it by the most &fleeting demonstrations 
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of grief, moved Gab~la to tears, as she preaed 
her to her bosom. But, on observing the·marks of 

impatience of hel' mother, she tore herself from 
her arms, and wishing them all an aft'ectionate 

adieu, continued her way to the carriage. In 

atepping into it, abe cast a laat look round the· 

patio, and heaved a farewell sigh at quitting bet 

once happy home. The bride's-maid then fol- . 

lowed her, as did also the old devotee, of whom 

we have already spoken, and the mother, the 

re1t of the company following in other carriages. 
It is the custom, when a young female is led 

to take the veil, that she should be taken by 

her friends i11; her way to the convent, round the 

di1ferent nunneries to. be admired, praised, and 

flattered, by the . recluses who inhabit them, in 

·order to complete the pious seductions of her 

devout friends and CC?Dfesaor. Agreeable, there

fore, to this custom,- the unhappy Gabriela was 

obliged to undergo the numerous embraces of 

nuns she had never seen, and many of whom, 

though they themaelves had been sacrificed to 

the interests or ambition of a brother or a fa
vourite sister, and conscioUs of the misery of a 

' I 

• I 
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monastic life, seemed anxious to impress in her 

mind the • idea t}la.t all around them breathed 

happiness and content, when indeed their looks 

and their ~earts disavowed the eulogies they 

lavished on their , wretched condition. The in

difference, however, with which Gabriela listened 
I 

to these pr-aises, and the still greater apathy, 

which abe manifested at the fulsome flattery 

offered to her beauty,. dress, _jewels,- and every 

ornament about her, which they examined with 

a minuteness and eagerness, peculiar to the con

fined ideas of the secluded state in which they 

lived, each asking ten · thousand questions r&

t<pecting the quality of the materials, countries 

where they came from, persons who made th~, 
&c. &c. proved clearly, that she too was an un

willing victim,-a discovery which some of tho~, 

whose he~ had become hardened and perverted 
I , 

by the miseries they had endured, and. who in-

stead of rec.onciling their minds to such a life,_ had 

year after year been cherishing a horror of it, 

made with fiend-like pleasure; while those who 

had at last conquered their aversion to it, and 

wept away the remembrance of their sorrows. 
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lttamed .her-attachment to the· pleasures and va. 

nities of the world, which they declared to be 

incompatible with the salvation of her soul. 

None, indeed, but the very young nuns, who 
had not yet forgotten the innocent pleasures of 

infancy .and youth, sympat~ised. with Gabriela ; 

though even they .were obliged to disgui8e their 

compassion under the · cloak of austerity, lest 

their superiors should 6nd it out, and make 

them feel their displeasure · for entertaining 

emotions which their condition fQrbade: thus 

her visit to these places added to, rather than 

diminished, the aversion she felt at becoming one' 

of their partners. 
Every step, however, brought her nearer and 

nearer to the convent, which Dona Angela and 

her Confessor had selected for her, and which, 

being of the order of Dominicans, was under the 

Special spiritual directorship of this monk. In 

their progress to it, a multitude of idle people, 

who are always to be met ·about· the streets in 

the towns of ·Spain, and artizans, who do not 

hesitate an instant . in quitting their· work to 

Q s 
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attend a pious exhibition, or who, like the fot• 
mer, are always ready to go wherever pleaauie· 
or curiosity is to be gratified, collect.ed around· 

the carriages, and followed in the rear; 11010e 

passing their heartlesa jokes on the unhappy 

and reluctant victim, and the more religiously 

inclined, blessiug her and her friends, who had 

induced her to consecrate herself to &xi. · 
When the carriages came within sight of the 

convent, the qltick and repeated · peals of itlt . 

bells reeounded loudly and merrily through the 

· air; but they fell on Gabriela's ear like the 

funeral knell on the culprit who is carried to 

the scafFold; she shrunk back with a chilling 

~e.ntiment of horror, an~ her already pallid 
countenance assumed the look of death. Her 

bride's-maid observed it-; but Doiia #Ange18, 

who noticed it too, signed to her, to leave her 

undisturbed,· and Gabriela soon after recovered 

from that ~omentary depression, by one powet'

ful effort of her superior mind. At last they 

·reached the fa~ portals, that were soon fcir 

ever to be closed upon her, and the clergy-
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Dl8n who was to consummate the sacrifice 

came forward, richly decked in his ~ 
robes, to receive and lead the victim to the ' 

altar. He presented his hand to her, and she 

alighted, her_ own firmly grasping that of her 

brid~s-maid•s, between whom and the . priest 
abe was led thither; her friends an.d acq~t

ances following· and surrounding her,. and a 

crowd of people closing in the procession. No 

100ner had they entered the ·precincts of the 

temple, than tl;te bells redoubled their peals, the 

organ burst forth, and a band of instrumental 

mpsic, accompanied by the treble voices of the 

Duns, chaunting an appropriate anthem, saluted 

them, and resounded through the long aisles 

and high vaults of the church, with a vibration 

that thrilled every nerve in Gabriela's frame: 

The high altar, which was at the opposite 

extremity of the choir; where the nuns were 

aaeembled, occupied the whole of that part of 

the. church, and rose amidst gilt columna ~d 
ornaments to its very roof, whilst the light, 

which fell from the cupola above the altar-pi~ 
I • • 

,_ 
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caused these rich gildings to shine with UO• 

common brilliancy, and ga~e to· it a picture&qtae 
eft'ect, the more novel and. grand as the body of 

the church was thrown into obsurity, by its 

high wind~ws being oo~ered with ~k-coloured 
thick moreen curtains. . There, on the marble 

steps that rose ,to the.foot of. the altar, and with 

the monastic weeds before her eyes, knelt the un-
• I 

happy Gabriela, her mind 'car otherwise oc-

cupied than in the pomp of the religious 

ceremonies which were performing in honour of 

' her own consecration. She thought of other 

days, other ~s, and other objects; she oould 

have sighed and wept at the fate that hung over 

her; but she suppressed her sorrow, and made 

an efFort to fix her attention on what was going 

on around-her. 

After various hymns, chaunted by .the nuns, 

and. orisons from the priest, . Father Lobo 

mounted the pulpit to deliver a sermon. on 

the perfection of the life which she was- about 

19 adopt, and the efficacious means which it' 

ofFers to labour in the great work of salvati~, 
. . ' 
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and find the road of heaven, whilst in the ·wor~ 

· · a· thousand obstlicle8 are met . at every step~ by 

those who wish 'to live like Christians. The text 

which he used upon this occasion, was couched 

in the following words; " For Bake the Pf!lernal 

roc(; tear yourself from the arms of yowr 
parentll; cast off·the vanities of the world; and 

come to the land which I will BllO'II) you."

Thereupon, he commenced by endeavouring to 

prove by examples, the advantag~ of the mo
nastic· state, the facilities which it presents to 

Innocent minas for spending a life of happiness, 

and the powerful motives which impelled so 

many' great men to abandon the wealth and 

· pleasures of the w?rld, to pass the rest of their 

days in the solitude of the cloister, the better 
·to enable themselves to meditate on the hour of 

death. Mterwards, presenting the obverse of 

the medal, he pictured the world as the school 

of . pride; vanity~ an,d deceit ; the sinille wtiicb 

he' employed (in imitation 'of almost every 

preacher) :being that of a tempestuous ocean, in 

which the vessel of virtue was combated by . 
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the violent ~aYes of tumultuous pasi.o~ and 
every moment exposed to be dashed against the 
rocks of pride, avarice, lust, and the rest of the 

capital vicea-" In the world," added be, "rage 
di,uension, fury, caprice, dissimulation, artifice, 

implacable hatred, ferocious jealousies, volup~ 

tuous frenzies; -in the world, ruinous gambling, 

lciose harams, the most profane and sinful games 

and spectacles, aensual banquets, scandalo~ 

luxury, corruption, immorality, and libertinage 

· are things of the first consideration,-in the 

world, every body runs breathless with anxiety 

after wealth and honoun,-in the world, in fine, 

man devotes his whole life to whatever flatters 

his senses, and seldom or ~ever to the exercises 

of virtue and charity. But in the cloister, the 

contrary of all this happens, because there all 

think and act with nobleness and solidity. 

There virtue .is sought after, and practised, 

without fear~-there, gentle charity, unspotted 

candour and purity, piety without hypocrisy, . 

and wisdom without arrogance, are found ; but 

i( their inmates sometimes undergo crosses and 

1 
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mortlfieations, they are always -.ery alight,· 

lllu.tary and consoling in their results. In a 

word, every good Christian ought to look upon 

the monastic state as the surest harbour of 

salvation, the centre of Jove and union, the 

echool of celestial doctrine, the inexhaustible 

fountain of the most heroic perfection.''• 

Such were the aentiments delivered from the 

chair of the Holy Ghost by the hypocritical 

monk, who was heat-d by the audience with 'that 

kind of .veneration which is usually entertained 

'for a Jnan eminently' virtuous. Little did the 

majority of them know the real moral character 

• The above ia copied/ al~oat word for word from a 

- llll!nllon preached by a monk at the time when a young 
' lady, with whom the author waa acquainted, took the 

niL It is very likely, that -notwithatanding the beauty of 
that flattering picture of monastic life, and the frightful 

one made of the world, by that father, were the monks of 
our days to feed only on bread and water, fruits and herbs, 

aa did the primitive fo~nders of their ata~e, and go a
badly clothed, uncomfortably lodged, and. obliged besides 
tO work much and assiduCiusly, as did their betters, it ia 

very likely, we repeat, that society would then appear les 
. eontagioua in their fastidious eyes. · 
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of this religious instructor; for he had been· 
always too cautious with the million, and too 

careful in hiding his villanies from the world to 

become at all notorious; but Gabriela, who had 

better reasons for knowing him, heard his words, 

if not for what they contained, at least for the 

hypocrisy ·they concealed, with tbe utmost sco~

-" Were this deluded audience," she thought, 

" acquainted with the actions of his life, how few 

would listen to his discourse with that breathless 

attention which they now manifest! how their 

pious veneration would change into wrath and· 

indignation at hearing this profane and sacrile

gious wretch moralizing about that which in his 

heart he laughs to scorn !" 

The sermon being now over, the priest blessed 

before her the monastic weeds, and after the 

usual prayers and hymns sung on such occasions, 

the music suddenly ceasing, the most awful 

qpce, both in the church and in ·the choir, 

prevailed, and Gabriela was requested by the 

priest to rise. She obeyed with an emotion 

impossible to be described, and stood promjne~\ 

1 
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oa the highest step at the foot of the altar, her 

face· turned towards the choir, and her arms 

folded across her breast. The sun-beams 

falling perpendicularly over her head, her beau

tiful figure, clad in white, realized the idea of 

801Jle heavenly apparition, resplendent in un

earthly beauty and unspotted innocence, descend

ing from the clouds amidst a volume of " light 
of her own making." At this moment also her 

mother rose and stepped forward, her arms quite 

extended, to give her the farewell embraee, while 

all the spectators kept their eyes rivetted on Ga,. 

briela. At length the mother approached, and 
her rlaughter threw her arms open, and. cloeed 
her to her bosom, exclaiming-" I forgive you, 

~. mother, though you have dug a dreadful pit for 

I me!"' 

r I 

At a mament like this, such awful words 

would have caused even the atheist to shudder 
' 

with apprehension ; but , the bigoted DO~p. 

·Angela, rejoiced at· the ofFering she had laid at 

the foot of the altar, heard them without emotion, 

and -w her daughter pass from her artD:S to 

·---
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those of .her friends in almost a fainting state, 

without even shedding a tear ! On Gabriela's 

receiving the last embrace of . her friends, the 

· lady, who acted as bride's-maid, took her by the 

hand, and, accompanied by the priest, and p~ 

ceded by the clerks, clad in their white surplices, 

and bearing ciriales, • traversed t.he length of the 

church, on both sides of which rose small chapels, 

communicating with each other by low vaulted 

passages, and before the altars of which the feeble 

glimmer:ings of the lamps hanging from the roof 

just shewed the l'ltatue or picture of the Virgin 

or Saint to whose honour they h·ad been raiSE'd. 
On one side of the grating, through which the 

nuns looked into the church, was a small door 

opening into their choir, which on the arrival of 
the procession was immediately tbr'own wide by 

one of the nuns, who eame forward to receive 

Gabriela's hand from the bride's..maid. The 

unhappy victim shrunk bllck aa the recluse ap

,proached, and grasped convulsively the ban4 of 

• Large Ulver eandlesticb borne on poles. 

j 
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h~r friend, who in endeavouring to unclaap -it, 

fell ~k half fainting into the pri~t's arms, 

while Gabriela was led into the choir. Immedi

ately the door being shut, and the curtain of the 

grating drawn over; she was no longer 'risible 

to the people who were in the chu~J:l, though 

the eyes of all were turned to the choir in mo.. 

mentary expectation of seeing her appear. 

Suddenly, however, they were withdrawn to 

fix themselves oo another object. A strangert. 

enveloped in his cloak, rushed into the church, 

casting wild looks around him, and gasping ror 
breath. He stood for a moment shaking vioo 

lently with agitation in the middle af the chureh, 

his eyes wandering from the altar to the choir, 

and then darted like an arrow towards the 

grating. At the moment he reached it, the 

organ sounded the anthem of " the ·children of 

Babylon," the curtains, which till then had kept 

the body of the church in darkness, were drawn 

aside, as was also that of the grating which hid 

the nuns from the people's eyes, . and Gabriela 

w.as seen standing facing the altar, dressed .. in . 

\ 
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the mooastic garb, -her face covered with the 

"'bite veil of the noviciate, fixed on her head 

(whose curling tresses bad now .fallen) ·by a 

wreath of flowers, and surrounded. by nuns bt:ar

ing lighted tapers. At this sight, the stranger 

. threw his cloak aside, and shrieking wildly-

" God of mercy ! 'tis she !-'tis she ! I am too 

late !" fell . senseless on the marble . floor; and 

Gabriela, who instaf!tly recognized Sandoval's 

yoi.ce, uttered a piercing ~ream, and sunk i~to 

the arJDs 9f.the nuns. 

All this was the work of an. instant, and its 

efFect on the astonished spectato~ was in p~ 
portion t~ the suddenness of the incident. 

PQwerfully moved at the affecting scene, several 

of them hastened to Sandoval's assistance, and 
bore him on their shoulders out of the dlurch, 

in a state of insensibility, while the nuns removed 

Gabriela to the farthest end ·of the choir. TheY, 

th~n continued chaunting their Laudate Do

minum omnea gentes, with which ·the, awful 

drama terminated. 

Doiia Angela's party then returned to her 

----'-----~~--·--- ---~ 
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houae; to take tbeir·re.fruco,• for though it ·ia 
• the custom · Oli tbt!lle occaSions for tlie parenta 

and friends of the novice to g0 and see 1\er after 

these ceremonies from behind the iron grating 
of the Locrttorib, t where a collation of ices and 
sweetmeats is served to them, they were all 
u~nimous in declining this invitation, as 

neither their own feelings nor Gabriela's state 

of mind permitted it. The melancholy termi

nation of this religious espousal had thrown a 

gloom on the minds of the.guests, who no sooner 

reached Don Antonio's house than one afier 

another left it, under some excnse or other, till at 

length Dona Angela found herself with only her 

particular friend the old devotee, Don Anioeto 

Artima.fia, the father Confessor, and the priests 

who had officiated at the convent; with whom 

abe remain~ very well contented; for, though · 

few in number, they were a host in sanctity, aod 

• Mternoon entertainments of chocolate, sweetmeat•, 
ices, and other beverages. 

t Locutory, or Yisitiog room. 
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moreover sUre to agree with her in the justice, 

piety, and acceptability of that day's oft'ering to 

the Almighty •. Leaving, however, . the whole 

benefit of· their edifying convenatioo to them

selves, we will request our readers to follow us 

to the place where Sandoval was safely Ioc:Iged. , 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Here, too, the lick their ftDal doom receive 
Here brour•t, a111ld Dt1f eeuee of grief, to lrie~• ; 
Where the load groan from oome aacl chamber dow, 
Ml:ud with Cbe clamoora of Cbe crowd below ; 
Hue, oorrowlur, tlley each ldDdred aorrow acu, 
ADd tbe eold charltlee of mu to 111&11. 

14S 

Cu.ua. 

NoT very distant from the convent of which 

Gabriela was now an inmate, is an edifice, built 

in the dark agei~ the front of which presents 

two small castellated turrets, with lattices ·well 

barred, and a door in the middle of conside

rable size and thickness, studded with large 
nails from top to bottom, and generally kept 

shut, both to prevent the intrusion of strangers 
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into this secluded place, and the egress of its 

inmates, for whose safety and retirement diose 

who kept them there seemed rather anxious. 'l'o 

this place, Father Lobo, who bad followed the 

men that carried ~andoval out of the church, 

desired them to convey him ; and the ostensible 

reason ·be gave to induce them to follow his 

directions, was, that as an humble servant of the 

church, he was bound to prevent and see duly 

puni!hed every kind · of scandal within the pre

cincts of sacred ground ; and that as San

doval had, in his opinion, entered. the church of 

the convent with intentions more hostile than 

devout, he must see him lodged in a safe place, 

until his conduct should undergo -a thorough 

investigation. Urged by these rea80ns, the men 

who "carried Sandoval followed the monk to the 

gate of the. above-mentioned building, and ·at 

his call, a Wicket in the door was opened by a 

man of rather an unprepossessing appearance, 

who acted as porter or turnkey to t~at dark palace, 

in which he had himself been a prisoner for 

more than twenty years. The door opened into 
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• a ~w vaulted passage, which· led to a small 
court, at one ~xtremity of w hicb was the door of 

· the alcaids or governor's apartment, whither 

Sandoval was c8rried, through a winding stair

case in the form of a cork-screw. At the top 

of the stairs, the alcaide himself, a long and dry 

v~ pe~nage, with a countenance as stern 

and sour as that of a~y alcaide's needed to be, 

-was waitin~ to receive his new guest, with that im

patience which might be expected in the great 

lion o~ a menagerie towards feeding time.

'' Welcome," said he to Father Lobo,· who 

ushered· iD the new visitor: "I was afraid I 

should see no more of you, reverend father ; 

for here two days have elapsed without having 

seen your Reverence's.face, and God and the 

Virgin know there is still many a wicked sinner' 

.at large, .who might be quite as safe under my 

care as under that of anybody else.'' . ' 
" 'Hold your tongue," whispered the monk 

· into his ear, '·' for this is worth all the raga

muilins I could bring you throughout a whole 

year .... 'Tis the eldest son of D'!n Fabricio 

VOL. 11. H 
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SAf)oval,. ot whom I. have already. spoken to 

you., 

" What! Don Caliato ?" enquired tb.e . de

lighted alcaide. 
The. IDQDk. nodded 8ssent, &ltd the ot.bu 

rubbed his bands.-" I have been. lookiJl8 for 

bilq I . ~ow not how long.-Blolt, by Saiut 

feter's keys ! you make me 'here a fio.e present, 

he is de&d !" added be, as he. saw th• men enter 

with their load. 

"Never mind that," whispered the monk!; 

"for, if be were, you are entitled to his clotbeB, 

. and whatever money and valuables he may 
have about him, with a bill upoa. hi$ brothet: fo-: 
ex:tra ex:pences, you know." ' · 

"True, true," said the aJ.cai®; and then 

..!dressing tb,e QleD who brought Sandoval, he 

added-" this way, gentlemen, this way;-fur,'' 

thought he, "it won't do to give him at first the 

best room I have in my quarters. Let him pay 
~ or 'tet him rot, as many boo.ester feJJows 

than himselllmve done before him." After thia 
reftection, he led the way through a Mlite of 
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rooms, wb~b became m~ and more unfur

nished. dark, and dree.ry, 88 ~bey . were more 

remote from his own apartments, and. the loeks 

and bolts of their doors more complicated, huge, 

and clamorous, till they arrived at another ' stair

cue, as narrow and winding 88 the· urst, wbicf4 

deacending, brought them to a long, dark, 

narrow passage, having on both sides, and from 
I . 

space to space, d90rs, through the key-holes of 

which now and then ·issued a doleful cry, a 

groan, or the sound of a faint voice, 88king fOr 

a little water. -At the furthest extremity of this 

passage the murmur of a multitude of voices 

.was heard, which increased gradually· 88 the 

.. party approached, tili at length it grew i_nt.o a 
• 

. deafening din, sufficient of itself to make the 

stouteEit heart quake. The turnkey, who pre

ceded the party, performing hia office with the 

ease of ~ne who had practised it a long time, 

now applied a huge key to the strong lock of 

the door which opened into the place where the 

noise i$8ued, and drawing aside the heavy bolt, 

ftung the door open ,with a• tre~endous kick, 

H ~ , 

.... 
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'l!heallldl a scae ,............t ibeJf • t.lles aB 
daa:iptiou.-YII'IIl m .U, a thick mi..,.. m 
~smoke, iaapqpwted 1rilh ewsy .,....-.... 

.-.rbi&e em....ajon, nllhed out m tMt hmrld 

dea, aod Dearly overpowered the whole puty, 

wbo, bowevn, eoteriog, found tbemaelves in a 

room fifty feet loog by thirty wide, cootaioiDg 

aboYe two hundred pri1ooen, IOIIle loaded with 

¥na luteoed to the stooe walls, otben suJFered 
_to move about but fette~ in couples, others 

diaeocumbered in the arms, but witb beav_y 

1backles to their ancles, otben, with only a long 

chain round one of their legs and ~ to the .. 

wall; all werP,it can be IICIU'Cely said,~ed with 

filthy rags, their forma were lean and withered, 

and their .counknancea emaciated. and pale. 
There were aome, indeed, who looked more like 

demons than human beings, with their loog 

bearda reaching to their waists, their yellow

bronzed bodies covered- only by a pair of tom 

vowaers, and their eyes dark, scowling, and 

flashy,; while others ~th haggard looks, squalid 

eountenances, attenuated bodies, white skini, 
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and sparkling consumptive eyes; looked like 

spectres hovering about the gloom of a charnel 

house. 1!1 this place, mim and women, young 

and old, innocent and guilty, were huddled 

together-here the· man, who had gro~n harden

ed in vice and crime, was tred to the one who had 

only committed an error,-the exalted patriot to 

the remorseless assassin,-the insolvent debtor 

to the felon1-the lover who had incurred. the 

displeasure of his mistress's parents, to the false 

comer. All were condemned to breathe the 

IIUDe confined, malignant, infected air ; unless, 

ind~, any one chose to purchase by ~eight of 

gold the privilege of being shut up in a solitary 

cell, from the avaricious keeper, whose ingenuity 

in inventing new modes of tormenting his victims, 

in ~rder to ex:tort their last real, did· honor to his 

employers. 

When our party entered this dungeon, the 

deafening noise of the prisoners .was for a 

moment s~spended, and many of those unfor

tunate beings (perchance the most innocent) J;!O 

' 

' .~, 
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IOODer saw the alcaide appear, followed by his 

minions, every one of whom was armed with a 

pizzl~ t}lan they began to shake with terror and 

•pprehension, while those who bad become sea

soned to blows, or despised them, and their 

gaolers too, recommenced their loud talk, their 

oaths, and their blasphemies, unmindful of the 

visitors, or of the eanaequenoes that might . 

fellow the displeasure of the frowning alcaide. 

Meantime, this last eautled Sandoval, who con

tiaued lltill in a s&ate of iDIJeJllibility, to · be laid 

in a corner of the room, on some of the rotten 

straw· strewed all round the walls, and which 

lel'Yed as ·beds for the prisoners; and then 

faMni_ng on his legs a pair of heavy fetters, 

and pinioning his arms with an iron ring, re-, 
. tired with his ~tinue, amidst the hootings, ' 
whistlings, and yeUs of a large majority of the 

prisoners. 
The immense noise . thus raised, and the 

efforts whim a crowd of the most abandoned 

of those wretches, who -had not yet forgotten 

1 
I 
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their criminal practices, made to get possession 

of his c1othe5~ roused him at last from the sort 

of lethargy in which he had sunk; but on 

opening his eyes, and seeing himself surrounded 

by those demon-like forms, tboee gliastly coun
tenances, those tattered and disgusting objects, 

who seemed to vie with ·each other in the vile

ness and blasphemy of their language, and who, 

with segars in their mouths, and enveloped in 

clouds of smoke, stared at him with the grim .. 

ness of fiends; on feeling every ~ assailed by 

IODle . unpleasant sensation, and finding his limbs 

pinioned to the earth, his head began to swim, 

his brain grew confused, and he at length ima

gined that he had died, and was now in the 

infernal abodes. For a considerable 'time this 

idea kept possession of' his mind, and every 

time he gazed."at the men by whom he was sur

rounded, and who took a savage pleasUre in 
terrifying him by clanking their chains, arid 
· distortin~ their sufficiently horrid faces, h~ 

tlhrunk back and hid his fac~ w:lth his harids, 

while his teeth chattered in his head, and his 
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fnime was convulsed with agitation. At last, 

like the man whose sleep is disturbed by some 

frightful dream, and a&ks himself whether it be-

a reality, he made a powerf'ul efFort, and became 

awake to his real situation. He then sat up, 

and shook his piriioned hands scornfully: at the 

group of malefactors who were around him, and ~ 

who burst in~ astounding peals of laughter at 

the excellent joke they had passed upon him, 

till at length, one after another, gradually with~ 

drawing to other parts of the room, he was Jeft 

ti> himself, but relieved, of some of the principal 

· articles of his dress. 

He endeavoured now to compose his mind, 

and conceive how lie had got into this infernal 

den ; but unable to' form any satisfactory con

jecture, he dropped the s~bjeet altogether, and 

began to look about him more leisurely. Not 

far from him, he saw a group of wretches, who, 

with one knee bent on the gtound, and theb: 

hodies leaning forward, formed a circle, and 

were gambling among themselv~ for his owq 

.ooat, boots, and hat at a low game called la 
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taha. • ·A" little further on was a knot of true· 

gamesters and sharpers, sitting squat on the 

d~p ground, and staki~g at a cheating game, 

call~ el cam, what they had plundered' from 

ot~ers, their withered but ferocious countenances 

exhibiting those boisterous passions with which 

the hearts of suco:h men are usually agitated. 

~ The oath and the imprecation. ~en.t loudly 

round, the thrt>at was quickly followed by the 

blow; and this by the struggle; and while the 

two foes fought it out, dragging into their quarrel 
those wlio were fettered to them, the rest of 

their companions 8crambled for whatever had 
' been hoarded up by the disputants, and made 

the best of their way to another part of the 

room. In · casting his eyes to a distant comer 

of it, Sandoval observed an qld man in a dying 

state, stretched on the straw, and attended b~ 

a youn~ woman, who with haggard looks and 

• This vulgar game is played with dteep'a shanks by 
the very lowest rabble ; and, tradition says, it was the 
ame wi.th which t~ Jews gambled for the tunic of Jesu~ 
Christ. . 

H 8 
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diaheveJJed hair, tried to aupport his head oo 
her lap, while three half-naked boys were knee).. 

ing at his feet uttering lamentable eriea. He 

baDed his head away from this 'heart-rending 
apecttcle, his eye a swimming in b:ars ; but they 

~ted on a spectral 1igure dtained to the 
wall, 110 withered and ghastly, that were it not 

lor the rags with which he was.covered, and the 

painful sighs which now and the~ swelled hie 

bosom, he might have been mistaken for the 

akeletoo of a man once in existence. A group , 

were here singing obscene and profane songs, 

and further on another absorbed in prayer. The 

yery walls themselves presented a frightful re

presentation of the horrors of that abode of 

wretchednesa and guilt. On them the bigot 

had drawn Virgins, saints, and crucifixes, beside 

the revolting obscenities' sketched by the im
moral aud degraded beings who h84 spent the 

greatest part of their lives ·in this horrific abode; 

here a memento of past pleasures was engraveo, , 

and beneath it one of present suffering- and 

grief; further on was a ridicutous epigram be-
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tide a melan~holy epitaph. The strange eon

fusion thus visible · in this horrible dungeon, 

oould not but famish a reiecting inind, like 

dtat of Sandoval, with matter for grief and 
indignation, pity and disgust, teodemess and 

detestation. 

He was befo~ aware, that In most prisons, 

tbe condition of .the prisoners was by no means 

proportionate to their crimes, but rather to the 

money they could .af'ord to pay th_e alcaide, 

wbo, without cause or motive, inflicted on them 

the most brutal and disgraceful punishments, 

with no other object but to extort from them all 

the money he could. He knew also that these 

places were not onlj the reoeptacle for the re

DW'Seleas crittlioals, whO had outraged society 

by their frequent erimes, ~ut likeWise for thoae 

unfortunate individuals wh~ bad infringed the 

arbitrary ediots of ~e government; that the 
DlOBt eft"ectu~ means were not always used to · 

eQ~TeCt or refortri the delinquent or the mis

pided man ; but, on the oontr4t'Y, that 'fen· 

gamce was oftm executed there in a shameleu 
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ad barbarous manner; ·that filth and mismy 

fell more frequently to · the lot of the unhappy 

inmates, than cleanliness or comfort. But how 

was it p;ossible, even to ·imagine, that the dis

order had reached such a frightful height with

out having thus experienced it ? It was, how

ever, evident that these P.laces being now as 

much destined for victims of personal resent

ment; malignity, or hatred, ~ for men who had 

violated the Jaws, they were here to be made to 

suffer the insults and lashes of a gaoler and his 

aatellites, the exquisite misery of the place itself, 

and if possible, ·to be made to undergo a moml: 

degradation, by becoming . infected with the 

vices of those· who had been confined there for 

years on account of real . crimes. To this may 

be added, that as there was no 6xecl occupation 

for the prisoners, who were, at most, ta~en out 

only from time to time, chajned in pairs, to 

sweep the public streets, or perform some other 

degrading -employment, the idleness in which 

they were kept contributed in a powerful degree 

~ create and perpetuate amoug this hetero-
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gt-.neous assemblage every vice and every evil 

that can a6lict humanity; and as no remedy, 

either physical or moral, was applied to check 

the desolating eft'ects of the infectious diseases 
by · which body and mind were contaminated 

and destroyed, except, indeed, what the caprice 

or interest of the gaoier prompted ; and this, .it 

may be supposed, was . not. always the most 

wisely or justly imagined, it is not at all sur- . 

prising,·that these dreadful abodes should pre

sent such scenes of horror as would not disgrace 

the realms of Lucifer. The ~ft'ects, too, of 

such a cruel and impolitic system, . were most 

1 pernicious to the morality .and tranquillity of 

the country ; for those really vicious men who 

outlived these miseries, and returned to the 

bosom of Society, having lost there the little 

remaining ~hame or . fear, which had restrained 

. them before, now came out determined to take 

deep vengeance on a world th!lt had permitted 

the iniquitous treatment they had endured ; 

hence murders and robberies, felonies and viola":' · 
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tions wete aelddbl 'blote, 'coaunon ·than at that 

epoch. 
Sandoval was engaged in thele ·~·whaa 

the heavy bolts of the door crealt.ed, and as it 

turned upc)n its hinges, half·a-doMen men, mar • 

. lthalled by the alcaide, and his myrmidons, en,. 

tered, bearing large pails, in which there were 

leaves of cabbages, peas, slices of pimpkins, and 

ldelons, the remains of fowls and rabbits, bones 
hAlf picked, skinny pieces of meat, bits of bread 

md. cheese, with various other things, all swim-

miQg in a hotcb.potch of broth, milk, wine, &Qd 

~ mhced·up together,-the refuse of &Ome 

~ the convents and hospitals 'lfhere no swine 

were kept, or where no money could be iaited 
by it. At sight of this enticing ·meal, the 

prisoners eeemed to have at.~ recovered J 
tb~r h"berty, such was the joy mani£~, ill 

' theil squalid countenance~. They all ran eagerly 
.-ith theit wooden basins, to have them filled w~th 

eome of the multifarious ingredients above de. 
ecribed, the distribution of which was made 
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with as much regularlty a8 could be expeded 

fran the justice of the, alcaide, and the rapacity 
~ moat of his guests; some of the boldest f1f 

whom took the liberty. of helping ~msel•• 
fmn one of the pails~ which they succeeded in 

' anatching from the men who brought it, not~ ' ' 

withstanding the shower of lashes that fdl about 

dleU: backs, _while engaged in the at~ 'Ihe 
eagerness of the rest, though quite as grea~ as 

that of ~eir · bold ooa:rpapi.ons, was somewhat 

tanpered by the si~t of the pizdes, and though 

some of them had the address to obtain a double 

ration, upcm the whole, the diatribution waa 

pretty equal, and made with some regu1arityt 
there being only about a dozen prisoners who 

weil.t Withoot any food, owing to the state of 

gteat weakn,and exhaustion in which they _ 

were, and which . prevented them from pushing 

their way through the crowd. 

This· affair being concluded, the alcaide an<\ 

his men proceeded towards the door, unacc:om

panied this time by the yells of the prisoners, 
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who we~ too busy in picking . the bones .that 

had fallen to the lot of each, to think of paying 

them those parting attentions ; but SandoyaJ, 

who saw this opportunity on th~ point of escap· 

ing him, and afraid he should be left in . dutt 

horrible place to rot, like those who were near 

him, called the alcaide to know whether it was 

possible for him to have a separate room.-" Oh, 

oh !" said the alcaide,'with a nod and a grin, 

" so you don't like your company, eh ! or think 

you they are not gentlemanly enough for you? 

-But you may have a separate chamber, if," 

added he in a whisper, "you are disposed to 

touch the palm of my hand in the way you 

know." 

"My weight in gold you shall have," cried 

Sandoval with animation, " rather than remain 

another instant here." 

cc 'Tis well spoken,, said the alcaide ; and thea 

turning to his turnkey, he added, " bolla ! here 

man, undo the lock ~f these manacles and fetters, 

and let us take this gentleman into anothe~ 

-.. 
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apartment; for he says, he is dying, and in 

truth he looks very ill. we- must show the 

poor Cellow some humanity." 

These words, which he pronounced in a loud 

to~e of voice, were heard by some of the prisonen 

with marked ~m; but the young woman, of 

whom we have already spoken, springing from 

her place, threw herselt on her knees, and with 

uplifted hands, and tears in her eyes, begged 
the alcaide to order that her father should also 

~ l'emoved, as otherwise he mwt perish there. 

-" J.et him," ,s&ld the humane alcaide; "think 

you lam to be tricked by his impositions or your's? 

Away with you, y~u weeping crocodile!" 

The poor woman, who probably knew but 

too well the brutal insensibility of this wretch, 

·immediately got_ up, and went silently to sit down 

again beside her father's straw pillow; while 

Sandoval, who felt a tug at his heart-strings at 

leaving the poor man .an~ his daughter there, 

without being able to offer them any assistance, 

followed the alcaide and ·his men out of that 

• 
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place of wretchedness and guilt.-'' Nowt said 

the alcaide, " we must. shew the Captain a com

fortable apartment, though by so doing I may 

be running a risk with the jwticia ;• ~till some

thing is owing to a gentleman.," 

· While he spoke thus, be walked on in an oppo

site direction to that they had at first entered the 

passage, that brought them to another staircase, 

, which they descended groping in the dark, and 

which seemed as if it led to the bottomless pit, 

&O many were the steps down which they went. . I 
Having, however, found the bottom, they enter-

ed another long passage, in which the ale&,ide said, 

there was a room where the Captain would be v,ery . ·· 

comfortably lodged, only that he would expect 

two pueta1t a day, which, eonsideringthe many 

coqveniences it ofFered, it was giving it for :no

tbiqg. Notwithstanding this panegyric, SaD-: 

~ In Spain the members composing a tribunai, from 
tbe chief judge down to the last alguacil is called La 
Juatici.a. ' 

t A peseta is about ten-pence. 

.. 
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doval; who felt his feet wet by the water with 

which even the stone floor of the passage. was 

filled, suspected he was not to take the gaoler's 

words for gospel, in which suspicion he. was con

firmed as soon as the door of·the cell was thrown 

open. It was a small but ~dungeon, with a 

high roof, the floor of which was literally 

flOQded With water, and the walls dripping wet, 

for it was considerably beneath the level of the 

river that washed the walls of the. prison.

" AB.d is it in this lake that I am to dwell ?" 

enquired Sandoval in a jocular manner; for he 

was aware that any other tone did not suit ; 

•' now, come, my friend, as I am neither fish nor 

water-fowl, you must show me something else." 

" U mph ! must ?" said the al~e looking 

fiercely. 

"Nay, if you please; but this you know is 

always a matter of course." 

'~ Ay, but not with me,'' said the alcaide1 

" But you seem to dislike thi~ snug cell, without 

even noticing the conveniencea which it presents. 

Look only at that little platform,-with its straw 
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mattress, and a bl8nket to ~t, to the top of 

which you mount by st('ps,and where you might 

sit completely out of the damp, and of the reach 

of reptiles, as comfortably as . a king on his. 

throne. Then mark the convenience of the 

iron ring, fastened to the wall just above it, 

to tie the chain which would go around your 

neck, to prevent y~ur falling down during your 

aleep! ''l'is ·the most comfortable cell that I 

could show a gentleman; but if you don't like it, 
I'll l)ot force )ou into it, and we will even 

go back to the hall; for I see .you like com

pany." 
Sandoval, although he felt his neck stiffen at · 

the idea of having a chain fastened round it, 

would much sooner have become an inmate .of 

that pond, and have all the fetters of the prison 

round his limbs than return to the place he had 

just left, if however there was no other alter

native ; but still he begged to be shewn another 

. ioam less damp, pleading his subjection to 

rheumatic pains. The alcai4e ~hook .. his head. 

incredulously, and said-" Well, Ca~taio, ·yo!-\_ 
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seem to have found out my lame leg.• Hum~ 

nity, ay, a fine thing, no doubt; but a ·matter 

that has brought me into many scrapes with .my 

superiors. Still I will risk meeting their dis

pleasure once · more to oblige you, and if 

three pesetas a day is not an object with you, 

I'll shew you something good., 

So sayi~g he led the way to the place he 

boasted as so good, and which was on the 

passage above this, at the opposite extremity of 

. the hall ; but previous to their entering it, he 

struck a light; for that of day had never 

entered that cell since it was built. On opening 

the door their olfactory organs were assailed by 

the confined and fetid air of the place, and by 

the putrid emanations arising from some dead 

• rats and a cat that had been shut up in it to 

. destroy those animals, and had himself fallen a 

victim to their united attacks. Besides tbeae 

. disgusting objects, the walls were covered -with 

* De que piemtJ·cojeo, r.quivalent to the 'Freneh say
ing, mon c6UfoilJk. 
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ipiden of an UDOOmmon size, and the ground, 

with beetles, grubs, and oth~ reptiles that fed 

011 each other, and on the un.wholesome aDd 
corrupted atmosphere of the dungeon. 

u Here at least," said the alcaide, "you'll 
have company without the annoyance of· being 
subjected to their impertiaent questions or 

remarks; and, as you appear a little moody, 

you'll be able to pursue your meditations, un

disturbed, either by any excess of light &r of 

noiae.'' 
" But," replied Sandoval, " I . might disturb 

my companions, and 'tis better avoided, if Y-Ol! 
can lodge me in some other place, where I may, 

have a little more light, and less of this kind of 

oooapany. I am willing to pay the usual fees 
for such an indulgence." 

The alcaide muttered something about his 

being very hard to please, and taking him back 
to the hall; but continued sho~ him other 

cella, certainly improving in salubrity and accom

modation as they advanced, but immoderate or 

rather extravagant in price. At last they came to 
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the floor which was on a level with the alcaide's 

apartments, where he found a cell, which it was 

agreed he should occupy at the rate · of three 

dollars a day; and item, oae mor:e to. enjoy the 

pleasure of being unfettered. The ftnnitW'e of 

the room consisted of a tolerable bed, without 

abeets, quilt, or pillows, a small ricketty deal 

table, ~done chair, which had already seen its, 

best days.; the window was well barred, and the 

door sufficiently s~ng to resist any attempts 

f~ insid~. Here, then, he was furnished 

with pen, ink and paper, that be might inJbnn 

his brother of his actual situation, 'and request 

his assistance ; and b~ too Je sban l'eave him 

to go back to the nunnery, where we left the 

unhappy Gabriela under the -care of the .Domi-. 
nican sisters. 

We must, however, be allowed, before we dis

miss altogether this chapter of human miseries, 
to answer a question, which doubtless will arise 

in the minds of most of our English reader&;

viz. "can such an account of Spanish prison• as 

is given here be depended upon ? is it not over 
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charged? nay,~ it not a fiction of the author's 

brain?" To this we reply, would to God it 

were so ! We should not then have to lament 

the loss of hundreds, nay thousands of innocent 

victims, who have perished in those drea4ful 

places~ since the restoration to the throne of his 
ancestors of that monster of ingratitude, who so 

tyrannically domineers over· the thinking class 

of tbe nation. No colours of ours can be suffi

ciently strong to paint the horrors of thoee 

abodes, the miseries endured in them, or the 

inhuman and barbarous conduct of the keepers. 

Independent of the rigour with which the 

prisoners (particularly tho.se confined on 8(l

count of their political principles) were ordered 

to be treated by the men in power, the custom 

prevalent in Spain of contracting for the entire 

management of prisons, by auction, was of itself 

a measure sufficient to create all the abuses and 

miaeries we have just glanced at; for it is natural 

to suppose that those who obtained the cOntracts, 

their object being to enrich themselves, had 

recourse to every imaginable extortion to obtain 

l 



it, and seiud the readiest means in their power 
to wring from the unhappy sufferer his laat 
penny; namely, unwholesome dungeons, corpo. 

ral punishment., bad food, and sometimes no 

food at all, fetters, chains, and degrading insults. 
This will suffice to show that our sketch, instead 

o( being overcharged, must fall far ~hind the 

homble reality. 

VOL. II• l 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Thou hut uot ear uor ooul to apprehell4 
The oabUme DOUOD, aDd high myatel'f 
Tbat mlllt be uttered to uufold the aap 
ADcl oerlou cloetriDe of l'irglalty. 

ADcl thou art werth7 that thou ohould'lt Dot lr:Dow 
More happln- thau thJa th7 preoeat lot. 

liiiJL'I'Oifo 

IN Catholic countries the females ·confined in 

nunneries may be divided into three distinct 

classes; namely, those who enter the convent 

'UJi/Jmgly, those ~ho ·are 8educed into it, and 

those who are u~y dragged there. With 

respect to the willing vota~ the following 

may be taken as the motives that instiga~ 

them in adopting the monastic life ;-first, being 

aware that their stock· of personal beauty; or 

' 



Til:& FJl'BJ:JI.AIO:lf. 1 '71 

fortune is too elender to procure them a aunable 

match during theu mortal career, and too proud 

to remain m' the world, to subject themselves to 

that hateful appellatioa, the bare ·mention of 

which provokes the mirth, sneers, winks, and 

inuendoes, of th~ who, more fortuaate than 

they, have succeeded in reaching the altar of 

hymen, they prefer to assume the nominal, yet 

sweet, title of lpOUM8 9f Je8U8 Ckri#, to that 

just hinted at; secondly, that being crossed in 
love, tired of the world, or repenting their 

follit's, their romantic imaginations suggest the 

~oister as the only place where they may forget 

the unworthy objects of their Same, or regain 

that peace of mind which they seek in the world 

in vain; thirdly, because there are some pious 

women, who really believe, that the ~e of the 

cloister is more acceptable to God, and more 

likely to ensu~ their eternal Ralvation than any 

other ; and, lastly' there are C?thers, whose 

means of existence being precarious, or ioiufft

cient for enjoying such comforts aa they could 

wish, are glad to secure a permiDellt ud com-

I $! 
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fortable competency' by entering into the reu: 

gious state ;-au ch are the rtlilling nuns, who 

are certainly the happiest of recluses, or at least 

who look upon such a life w.ith predilection: 

The second clasa is composed of those young and 

ine~enced females, who are induced to take 

the veil through the pious seductions of their 

coofeuon, the importunate inatigation of maiden 

aunts, or the flattering pictures ot a convent life, 

which they receive from the religious air.teri 

themselves ; such we term, the 1educed recluau ; 
and these often lead the most miserable life of 

aiJ, though, indeed, some die resigned.-Thirdly, 

and lastly, come those unfortunate girls who 

are sacrificed to parental dislike, family interest, 

or barbarous feelings of bigotry and supersti-

. tion; these are the unrDilling victims, few of 

lt'hom long 'survive their incarceration ·; but, .if 

any one does, she lingera through the monastic 

lite like the exotic plant of the tropics under a 

northern sky, which, however tended, withers, · · 

and falls at Jut, to. rise no more ! 

Thua a nUDDery must naturally present as gre ·at 
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a variety of cha.-acters as . there are recluses ;· 

.some will be found to be ~ meekness, piety, 

and .submission ; others proud, . unfeeling, and 

fanatical; others fretful, morose, and petulant ; 

others. in fine, a mixture of all that is amiable 

and disagreeable, good and bad, wiae and foolish. 

But the uniformity of their ~r of living, the 

~t produced on their minds by a similarity of 

pursuits and situations, and the contemplation 

of the same objects, operating · in all alike, pro

duce a sameness in their ideas, wishes, and ex

pectations, which by considerably modifyin~ 

the diversity of their tempers and dispoaitions, 

makes them appear like models cast in the same · 

mould, though of dift'eren:t mat~s. 

. Such are in general the chief points of charac

ter in the females who compose a Spanish nun

nery; and such were those by whom Gabriela 

found .herself surrounded, when .she recover:ed 

from the swoon in which we left her. Removed . . ' 

J?y the command of th~ supeljor from the choir, 

four of the yowigest nuns contrived .to take her 

in a chair, through a long clo,ister, to .the m_other 
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abbess's apartments, whleb were at one of the 

anglet of the convent, and loo'ked into a weH 
cultivated garden beloaging to it. Theee apart. 

menta con~ of an elegant suite of· rOomS, 
Hi ihe fint of which a multitude of flower-pots 

were tastefully arranged~ placed in graceful 
atands, the balcony, in particular, exhibiting a 

trellil, formed with ·the branches of a vine, 

rouDd which wound the pusi~n Sower, the in

dian cresa, the jasmine, and the honeysuckle. 

The second room, larger than the fint, had its 

walls decorated with a number or small prints 

and pictures of saints and mgin1, medals and 
little relies, enclosed in tasteful frames of gilt 

and coloured paper, cut in the ab2pe of SOwers, 
which had been presented to the. abbes. by 

those nuns who possessed this amusing art, and 

who employed their leisure hour& in it, by way 

of pastime. In the comers of the room w~ 

seen gilt triangular tables with marble tops, on 

each of which there was a glass case, or, aa it is 

called iB Spanish, an eBcaparate, containing a 

variety of religious ~ties and relic; en-

--~-~--___, 
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ehaaed in sil'Ver aad gold. The third room . -was 

still more apltmdid t~au the ·second, the walls 

beiag hung with good:.aized pieturee of the best 
masters in rich frames, and the middle of the 

room being adorned with an altar, on which the 
united e1Fort8 of the . mins had been ·exerted to 

_render it a masteriJiece of its kind. The vir

gina and the saints, and the angela, had.all been 
a..eased by the hands ot the mms.. There the 

Virgin .:Mary appeared, not in the humble ap. 

parel of a earpenter's wife, as she did ·in the 

stable of Bethlehem, .but decked ·in a magni1i

cent abk gown, ricllly embroid~ with a lue 
't'eil on bet lsead, and a profusion of pearh 

aho11t: her neck and arms ; the cb:ild was no 
longer the poor !laked babe· lying in a crib, aa 

he is usUally represented ; here, on the · ron. 

trary, be was swaddled in gauze and gold ti8sues, 
and bad round his waiSt a silva- band, from 

~. which hung a Jitrle relic, as also the gotpels, 

like those worn by children, as an. amulet agaiDit 
· Satan and the witches. Here; also, · the elegant 

Marv M~eoe WBI seen drelledin the Spaniah 

•, 
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fashion, with a basqui&a and a ·mantilla, a skull 

in 011e hand, and a t'an in the other, doubtless 

to denote that ·hankering after the vanities of 
the yorld which our ladies feel, even . .rter they 

·& ve repented of their sinL Saint Catherine, 
with her wheel, arid Saint Cecilia, with her mono

chord, were arrayed ~ the very pink of Parisian 

bon ton; for there was a nun among the sister

hood, who now ~d then received from a friend 

of her's the figurinu, as they called the prints, 
in which the dresses of the Pariaian belles are 

exactly sketched, and which she copied when

ever she· could obtain the favour from ·the 

abbess of ~ug one of her saints. Various 
..... other virgiDs were likewise decked in·weeds not 

boly but profane; though, indeed, the monastic 
garb ·was also observable, particularly in St. 

Brigida, St. Teresa, St. Clara, St. Unrula;·and 

aeveral other founders of religious orders. 

:When we say that even a crucifix, which had 

no business there, · was ·adorned with a beauti

:fully embroidered petticoat, we presume we say 

enough to CQnvince any reasoaable person.·that . 



~fl . . most elaborate eft'Qrts had bee~ made to 
render this ~~ the beau icUal of ,Paradi~ 

•ccording to a nun's ideas. . The rest of the 

.:oom was stor~ ~ith silver cased relic:&, virgins, 

and angels in an adoring posture. . Two small 

bo.ok-cases al~ decorated the sid~ walls, full of 

p:.ystic and culinary books, the gilts of the spi

ritual direct!)l'S of the nunnery. A profusion 

9f flowers .enlivened tb~ balconies, and spread 

a s":eet perfume all 3l'ound. The last room. of 

fll was a small closet, which contained a bed 

with elegant. hanging8, and an ivo~ crucifix 

~ve the pillow, with two small basins by its 

~ides, full o~ holy water. A prayer desk stood 

on_ one side of the bed, and a full, length look

ing glass on the other. The whole breathed an 

~r of elegant refinement, neatness, and coO)fort, 

which, m~ifested that the mother ab~ss was JlQ

straoger to tagte, nor an enemy to the " vani-.. . 
ties of the world." 

When our heroine,. Gabriela, was carefully 

placed on a sofa of the ~d room, the wh.ole 

~muni~y, for .~hom this scene~ a 
J s . 
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high intereat, both on 80C0Wlt ot ita aoy~~ 
ad beeauae it aft'orded ample ·subject to gradfy 
their well knowa propensity fo: prattllug, ~ 

meDCeCl an animated diecuuion respecting. the 
e&Wie, of her ·swooning. Ju they all spoke at 

the same time, it was not easy to follow up the 

exact tlmad of the argamenta employed; 

though in justice to some we ought to remark; 

that, notwithstanding the din thus raised, they 

continued to obtain an especial bearing, as 

the. sbrlll trumpet will make ilself audible 

amidst the roaring of the artillery. There was 

ODe in particular who· pitched her tones so high, 

as to set at defiance the tongues ol all her com

panions ; she reJated with surprising volubility 

all abe bad obeerved from the moment Gabriela 

entered the church till her accident; noted down 

every 1ook and step she bad taken, with a pro
lixity and a precision which would have con

ferred honour on a Chinese master of ceremonie!, 

while she embellished the whole with hundreds 

of conjeetures, hints, and reflections on the 

actual state of Gabriela•s heart. It is not to be 

I 

' l 
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..... for granted, that becadle alae talked . 
loudnt, aad fatter than ~e Nit, her mm. 
pmioos paid any patient atteation to her .ha-· 
raogue; on the contrary, every Olie did her 
utmoit to drown her c:JaniOJ'oua tongue, by giv· 

ing their own opioicm. on the subject in as high a 
voice u became the presence of the mother 

abbea, who, on her aide, wu ·110 le8s obstre

perous than her eommunity, ooly that being 
IOIDeWbat older, her voice partook-a little o( tile 
treble, and uow and then ~ into the 

falsetto. In this confusion of tougues, "ihe tuk 

el. .. reportmg their ~es would be. a dif&cult 
for us as to eount the stars of he4ven; all we 
can say is, that they all agreed on the faCt, that 

Gabriela's 6t wu owing to the gentleman who 

had rushed towards the grating with euch wild 

looks as neat'ly to frighten half of them out 

of their senaes. The aooner to obtain possession 
of tbe ca.uaes of this strange occurrence, each 
eame forward with her BJDelling phial of aro. 

. matic vinegar, essences, and so fmh, to contri
bute to the recovery of our haoine ; and by • 
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Clint ol applicatiODS,. frietiona, and waabings, tb• 
· at length opened.her .brilliant eyes, now OTello 

eut 'Wiih a dimneas· duough ,w:tpeb every object 

appeared ·" .like the fleeting vision. of a dreapJ."' . 

. The sight of th' ·:ttlotber: abbess,' &itqog 
beside her, her head leaning· ~ver her, .and 

watching every . motion with· the ·. utmO&t . in• 

teoiitJ, brought . to.her mind~ which was; solely 
~ie.d .by the .sepse of· con6nttmen~ the:image 

()I o~e of thOSE' duenJ)a8 p~ ol~ who .·were en"! 

trusted ;ri.th . .the care of :spy~ and controulina 
eyery action, checking e~tlry · thoqgbt, and, . con .. 

tradicting every worsJ. of the unhappy maideoa 

who were placed .und~ th~ir tutelage • .. B~t 
:when her eyes wandered about, and she : saw 

henelf surrounded by all ·the ~ ;who were 

~ly fJ&'i~g at her, flODle :of the'elderl:y.QileS 
with I th~ f~ on theit: lips; .in\imatiog 

lilence to thQ~~e who .~d hardly~ their 

curiosity, she became gradually _conscious of-her 
tituation, ~gave vent .to her .grief. by a long 
Q)Dtinued .ftood of tears. This eltcited the~

pfttby,of:most of the. nuns, w.bo "!"ept.with•her; 

1 
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'wiped~. away ber.·tears, kissed her pale cheeks, 

~ed her by a tbouBaDd· endearing names, and 

tried to console her by every 1100thin~ di~u~ 
in . their power. · " My . dear child," said the 

mother . abbess, taking Gabriela's · hand, and 

kindly pressing it in her's, "do not be so dis. 
tressed. Y.ou are not here :among eneuiie8; ·on 

the. contrary. we·are your best friends. no' not 

then regret .having lost the deceitful pleasures 

of the worJd, . they are inmflicient to produce 
that felicity. which is only-: tO . be 'found ·iD . oiir 
cloisten. }t'ifty.bappy yeatuiperit 'in tliis ron
vent, enable me to speak positively on this·su~ 
ject; but .were your aversion for oW: life . 'sc) 

in*Jrmountable,.tbat. even .after one or two years 

t>f probation. it ·should · remain unconquered; 
then, my dear child, you can still return to the 

:world, to enjoy .the uin P,leasures you regret; 

though. I hbpe, long before that time comes, you 

. will· have been.conVinced, that our spiritual com

forts are far preferable to thote the world afFords." 
Gabriela :shook, her· bead .sorrowfully, and . ~ 

heaved a deep sigh, and the abbess, ·who wa8 , 



ODI o1 tJae r ... who Md eatered the eloister by 
m arly -iacliMaob to the monastic life,· and 
wbD bad DOt beeD dilappointed in the expec
t.atiou abe h.I formed. of its beiug the moet 

Minable ad happiest etate of all, continued 
eat'orcing in mild lauguagethe doctrioe of aScet

ilm and cehl.ey ae the ooly one aceeptable t.O 

God, and likely to eecure the eternal joy& of 
paradiae. When abe bad performed the task of 
coDIIOlatioo, which she conceived to be an iDditJ,. 
peosable duty on her part, ibe came to another · 
no leas· imperioua, and ol the two, perhaps, the · 

moet pleasing, both to henelf and her COOliDU• 

Dity, who no IOODel'. beard her put the questioo, 
than they all leugtbeaed their DeCics visibly, 

the better to hear GabrielA's answer.-'.' And 

pray, my little dear,"' 8llbd the inquiaitive nuni 
"did you know anything of that wild man, who 

lhouted your D811le within the very church, that 

you should have been so mueh .Wected at it?" 

Gabriela nodded, sighed, and said nothing; 
but one of the young nuns, who was close to 

the abbess, took upon beraelf to answer that 



quettion fOI' her, uu:l 'lhe did eo the more readily 
as ibe knew that whatever abe Mid would give 

llQ ofFence, the mother abbeee acknowledgiug ba
• JWr favourite-" 1 am certain, my beloved 
liJOther," abe .said, "the wicked m~ muat have 
been h• lover~ for before she fJinted away ia 
my arms, abe .aid, · ~Heavens, •tia my .love !' 

which you bow ~~~ proves it." 

The ~er abbetle amiled, and intim~ by 
a little ~liBation of the head, that she ellter. 

tained the eame opinion. " :But," said abe, 
Gbeerving how shocked 110me of the sisters ap

peared at this impertinent remark, " my dear, 

you ought DOt to reveal here what you heard at 

such a time. 'Tis not proper." 
"wen, if he Vff!le,.., said another nun, " he .• 

a Vt!rJ handaome man, and I should DOt have 

ealled him wicked." 

" H~Ptdaome !'• ejaculated the unabashed fa.. 
vonrite, "a man with eyes. atarting from them 
sooketa, pale as a plaatef figure, and with hair as 

erect as the quills of a porcupine?'' 
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· "But,~ observed . moth~, " it was the agita
tion that caused him to look so. However, 

sister, it does not become you to talk of these 

things, nor qught you to interrupt our mother 

abbess every moment as you do. Surely you 

ahould follow the example . Of those · who ar.e 
older and wiser .than yourself." 

To this last observati.on the young nun only 

laughed, remarki~g pertly-" Of yourself, for 

instance,. sister, who can eke out in years what 

you want in, wiedom.". 

. "My dear child," said .the indulgent mother 

abbess, '' it is not right in you· to allude to such 

a subject. Age, wherever it is found, ought to 

be respected, for. it begets wisdom, and this is 

always ,a preciou~ gift, which compensates for 

t~e loss of youth; by b~;inging us nearer to ~he 

gate of salvation." 

"In you, mother dear, I acknowledge, age 
has begot wisd~m,'' w~ispered the young nun in 

her ear; "but in others, you !mow it is followed 

only by dotage." . To this the mother abbess, 
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who by the mere fact of having 'a favourite, 

sJ;towed she was not insensible .to Battery, Ji. 
tened with indulgence, and even complacency. 

· During this desultory ·conversation, some 

other nuns, whose feelings were too much in

terested io allow them to join in it, stood around 

the aftlicted Gabriela, bestowing on her their eon

aolations and advice, and now and then putting 

in an odd question or two, which might ·plaCe 

them in possession of ·the secret they so much 

wished to Ieam.-" Worldly aifection," . said 

one; making use of these indirect ~xpressiODt to 

bring her to the desired point, " is never~·;· 
but the love we feel for our divine spouse never 

· dies, not · even when the · tomb encloees our 

mouldering bones. Although it is natural you 

Should now regret the lou of what you have 

· loved well, believe me, time ,;ill e1face even the 
remembrance of such. an a!'ection; and since 
your heart is susceptible of this tender passion, 

you shall not want worthier objects on which to 

fix it. The susceptibility of loving, indeed, is 
1 ~he first requisite for our avocation. 'Tis by 
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love alone we breathe 1n the cloiateT, we live lllld 
die in it; though it is a love, far DIQre pure aud 
delightful than that which awells the heart of 

a profane being. Think you, my dear sister, that 

there is any man, however noble and virtuous, 

lumdaome and wiae, worthy to. be preferred for 

an inatant to that august spouae, "you will sbartly 

be betrothed toP Ia Doll • • • • what do yoo 

eall him, my dear?" 

" Ilia !" ·exclaimed Gabriela, " wkom, Ma
dam?'' 

"I am not a Madam, my dear, I am a 

aister,tt said the aun; ''but I mea bim whom 

y0t1 aw at chorda." _ 
"For Geld's eake, Madam, do not tear my 

heart by mch painful recol1ections,'' replied Ga. 
brieJa; " .what dOe& his name avail now? Will 

my telling it you restore him to me, or me . to 

him? U you have any pity in you, pray, do not 
qu.eabon me about him or any one elee. I lee~ 

a 'Bitknees at the ~ which reodera it impoai.
Ne for me to auswer any quest.ious. I wish to 

~ alone; and if trae dwity actuates you, ad 

--~ 
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your companiOns, let me be carried to . my cell, 

and be left there undisturbed, for I want repose 

and 10litude. This is the greatest boon you 

~an Confer on a wretch like me." The mothet 

abbess, who heard this request, and who saw by 

Gabriela's deci~ manner .of speaking, that it 
would be more prudent to postpone her inter.ro
gatory to another oppOrtunity, ordered she should 

~ shewn to her cell, and desired the eounnumty 

to ·1ea~e her there unmolested, at the same 

time cUspensiog her also from attending. the · 

devotional . hour~ until her mind should be . 

inore flt to fix itself on heavenly things. Ga. 
briela waa ·•ery grateful to th~ mother abbesi 
for her kindness, and respectfully kissing ·her 

harid, proceeded, accompanied by two o( the 
nunS, to th:e cell that had been prepared for her; 

On coming to the door, the nuns dipped their 

fingers in a little baain c4 ·.holy wwter that hung 

outside, and oWered lter·ionre, whiCh she &00epted,; 

and inside she ohlerved auotber of similar -
hanging about the same p18ce. Similar 'basins 

are hung on ~e door of every oe1l, to deter the 
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evil spirit from entering . the abode of t:bese 
spouses of. Jesus CJuiaL The:cell, which waaas 

clean and bright as a silver cup, consisted in a 

small room with a closet, which contained the 

bed, bid from the sight by a damask curtain. 

There were three chairs Uld two tables, one for 

common purposes, and. the other to hold Gabrie
. Ia's spouae, as the nuDI call a carved image of 
the infant Jesus, that Jay in a recumbent postw. , 
Oil .a silk cushion carefully cmered OTer with . 

cambric sheets, and a silk quilt .beautifully em

broidered. Every nun bas one of these images, 
oo which abe lavishes the greatest attention, and 

frequently her tenderest careaees, changing it. 

linen often, and embroidering n~w quijts, some

timeJJ, too, dressing it up in the gafest clothes her 

imagination can suggest·; in a word, it is her doll; 

which sbe has the greatest pride in keeping as 

splendidly arrayed as all her art and ingenuity 

can contrive. The walls of the cell, too, were 

covered with little prints of. saints, angels, and 

'Virgill8, none of whi~ resembled ~h other; a 

few boob stood QD a shelf, and lastly the two 
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~ndows of the room were decked with Sower

pots well garnished with Bowers. 

In this cell, resembling in everything those' of 

her companions, whose confined wants required 

nothing more to live comfortably, the two young 
nuns, having first detailed and praised every

thing which it contained, left Gabriela to her 

own meditation, which as our readers may pro. 

~ly guess, turned Oli the melancholy events 

of the day. As it invariably happens to thoee 

who have gone through a series of harassing 
incidents, which by their quick succeaaion have 

constandy kept the mind on the stretch, od 

unfit for re1lection, Gabriela now recapitulated 

the painful occurrences which had at last brought 
her there. Her filial devotion caused . her &o 

·coosider the sacrifice Jpade of her by her mother 

in the most favourable light, attn'buting it rather 

to an. excess of piety, than to the want of the 
natural feelings of a parent; but she lamented 

·her father's weakness, on whom she bad built 

a· hope that he would ~ave stood by her when 

things reached their last crisis. Attached as 

• 
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abe was to him, and coucious of being helmed 
by him, she could hardly reconcile to benelf a 

conduct which partook· of so great a want ol 

feeling aDd energy, and which, in fact, bespoke 
almost a total absence of paternal aft'ection. She, 

however, endl::avoured to palliate it by the ·reSec
tion, that situated as he was, between aa impe

. rious wife, who bad alwaya ruled over him, 81ld 

ever would, and a crafty, hypocritical monk, 

who exerted an unbounded in1bience on his 

_mind, and who would not have stopped at any 

villany to compel him to subacribe to his wishes, 

it would have been impottsible for him to have 

long resisted the united e1Forts of two. such 

.powerful associates. The next subject that ~ 
curred to her mind, was of a still more painful 

nature than the fint. Since the night Sandoval 

surpriseti her in the garden with Fermin, she 

bad seen .nothing of him, and then the injurious 

suspicions which that incident must have given 

rise to in Sandoval's miod, she feared, might 

have increased the torments of his already sufti

ciently painful situation. Her endeavours to 

• 

'·· 
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discover his residence ha.Viag also been fruideu, 

' "' she had not been able to explain the motives ol 

·such a meeting, or to remove whatever injurious 

.impression it might have left on his mind. Thus.. 

tD her other troubles had been added that of 

·falling under his displeasure, ad to this, that of 

being dragged to a ooavent, where it would be 

as difficult for him to see or speak to her as if 

she .were in her grave. His sudden presence at . 

the church, also, occurred to her memory, with 

all ita attendant heart-sickening c~tancea. 

The agony of Sandoval's shriek, whieh went to 

the very core of her heart, and which 1JtiD rung 
in her ears; his pallid countenance,. wild looks, 

and cpstorted features, all came to add a bitta

ness to her aftliction, which the uncertainty ol 

·his fate was n~t calculated to allay. 

These embittering thoughts crowded and 

·goaded her mind alniost to madness, unable to 

abed tears, she threw herself on her ~uch ; but 

her re~tions pursuing her every where, she 

rose -again, and went to the window, the height 

of which she measured with a rapid glance. A 
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thooght flashed aeroes her mind-it was a siDful 

one; but it paaaed away as rapidly as it cam~ 
and abe endeavo~ed instantaneously to atone 
for the criminal impulse by falling on her knees 
before the image of the infant Jesus, and, amidst 

a ftood of repentant tears, implored the pardon 

of heaven. Engaged now in fervent prayer, 
abe remained kneeling for a considerable time ; 

after •hich ebe rose, her heart gready lightened 

of the heavy weight which had oppreseed it, and 

her mind strengthened against such rash resolves, 

and much more resigned to her present situation 
than ebe could ever have dared to hope ; but 

such are the efFects of true piety . on innocent 
mind&' 

Having thlis recovered some of her serenity, 
Gabriela approached the window, attracted by 
the sounds of a voice,-which now was loud and ' 

hurried, and now plaintive and slow, and which. 
~ed to issue from among a thick orange grove, 
that extended from beneath the window of her 

cell to the other extremity of the. garden. In 

loo~ing out, she discerned through the apertu~ 
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or the trees a nun, with wan and emaciated coun

ielance, flitting on one of the · stone benches, 

holding in one hand a locket that hung from 

her .neck by a green ribbon, and striking her 

breast with the other band fast c1enched, while 

she gazed intensely on the picture. She mut

tered something about mortal sin, &nd everlasting 

punishments, heavenly joys, and. spiritual love, 

ud then kissed the locket, wept and laughed 

hysterically. Fl":>m 'her ot'ten repeated word 

"e8crupulo8,"" Gabriela judged that tb(l melan

choly figure, who now rose, and walked hurriedly 

and wildly to and fro, was one of those untortu

nate female& who are aJFected .by a mental disease, 

which originates in an exces~ve tenderness of 

conscienc:e, if we may so express ourselves, 

and which, combined with physical complaints, 

~arising from perpetual confinement and a seden-· 

tary life, afFect more or less the generality ~f 
nuns, among whom there &re ~me whose ferVid 

imagioatioils, dwelling const.aQtly m &Ceriea. of 

future bliss, or eternal punisbmenta; become 

gradually disturbed by doubts, fears, aDd hopes, . 
VOL. II. 
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which causing all their llers of thought to be 

concentrated on the same subject, produce at

last that mental aberration, so common among 
weak and bigotted individuals, and whi~!h, being 

incurable, usually terminates in ·an untimely 

death. 

Gabriela, who though aware oC the existenee 

of this dreadCul malady~ had never seen a person 

afFected by it, gozed with a melancholy interest 

.on the 'thin form that ~li~etl through the grove .. 

Now with arms folded across her breast, and her 

head devoutly bent on her chest, now extending 

them and falling on her knees, the. nun raised 

her eyes to heaven, arid-fervently implored God's 

mercy, for having, on the previous night, fallen 

asleep in the act of pronouncing the name of 

Saint Peter instead of that of Jesus.-" 'l.'hus," 

said Gnbriela to herself, " this poor unhappy 

being, with an imagination haunted by the hor

rors of a future eXistence, discovers in every 

word, in every thought, however innocent, a 

deadly sin, which~ notwithstanding all her painful 

sacrifices to obtain the blessing of heaven, ia to 

l 
J 
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d'lOm her to everlasting torments ! And yet, 

they say that it is in the cloister ohly that the 

mind enjoys an undist~rbed peace, · and that 

happiness alone is to be found! Am I to judge . 

so from this? or am I to judge from the honeyed 

words of those who an hour ago surrounded me, 

. and whose pale and discontented countenances 

belied their own affirmations?-Yet this is the 

life to which I am doomed! Here I must pine 
' 

away my days and wait the hour of death, 

against my will, and unrelieved even by the COR· 
I 

.ceit of a vocation t-But why anticipate what 

may not ~!ippen ? Who knows if before my 

year of probation be o~er, I may not yet be re

leased from this place ? · Many have returned to 

the bosom of their friends, who were in 11 situation 

similar to mine. Must I then lose all hope ? I 

might as well resign my life at once. ;But, no, 

no, the day will yet come, when I shall breathe 

anot.her atmosphere .than that of a convent. 

My heart feels confident of it." 

Thus did Gabriela encourage a hope, which, 

her mother's character considered, was likely to 

Jdl 
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prove faUacious ; but which, nevertheless, the 

viclssitudes of human life rendered not im~ble. 
Without, however, anticipating events which will 

appear in the sequel, we shall now leave her in 
a somewhat more tranquil state of mind to return 
to opr hero. 

• 
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CHAPTER VIII . 

. :rn read JOil....ater deep ud ~ 
AI fWI of peril aDCid•enfrou 1plrit, 
At to e'enrallt a CWTeJil, loariJIIIelld, 

. On the na.&ndlut feotlq of a ~pear. 

19'7 

SANDOVAL, having written to his brother 

apprising him of what. had happened, and re

questing his assistance to bring about his li~ 

tion, (for io such an emergency, be thought there 

would have beeD more folly than dignity in DQt 

availiDg himself of the io~uence posaesaed by the 

18tter,) waited till the alcaide should come to 

fetch his letter, as in such places of public accom

~odation as t~t where he now found. himself, 

bells to call the servants are not in fashion. 

HoweYer great his patience reaDy was, several 

. ·' 
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hours elapsed before he saw anything of the al

caide, who at last entered his prisc,n, bringing with 

him Sandoval's supper. which consisted·of a loaf 

of bread, a piece of clu;ese, and half a bottle of 

very indifferent wine, which he pronounced 

. superior to the best Valdepeiias; fol' which sump-

tuous meal he resolved to make him pay a price 

not rated from the quality ;;f the articles, but 
' from the cons~ience of a gaoler. On being left to 

himself, Sapdoval, who had not tasted anything 

during the whole of that most har~_ssing day, 

felt sufficiently the want of food to relish even 

what we have deicribed, afte~ ~hich be threw 

himself on his bed to compose his mind a little 

to rest. 

He had been about an hour in this recumbent 

posture, and his eyelids began to drop gently,' 

when he heard some footsteps pass his door. It 

was the alcaide going with his men to the hall 

t~ perform his nightly task of securing all the. 

prisoners with a long chain, which he fastened 

to their andes by iron rings, and secured outside

~ith a huge iron bar. This chain prevented 
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those prisoners wbo were l0011e from ~ving any 

assistancy to the more desperate ones who were 

f,ttered, and rendered nugatory any attempt that 

might be made at escape during the night. For 

.aome time back, however, the prisoners had been 

plotting ~ escape, and at last had come to the ' 

· ' resolution of trying their fortune on that very 

night. The plan was formed by only a few of 

the most _resolute, and carresponded with the 

ferocity of their. character. It was agreed 

among them, that immediately on the appearance 

of the gaoler and his men, they should fall on 

them, &lid with their chains beat out their brairut, 

seize their keysJ liberate every prisoner, and then 

set. fire to that infernal edilice. 

Whether the alcaide bad rtceived a hint .from 

some of the prisone~s, or whether he . suspected 

that some .auch plot was in contemplation, or 

whether it was by mere chance1 on that night, 

instead of entering the room as usual to see 

that his men performed their task properly, he 

contented himself with remaining at the dOOr, and 

giving them his directions ft'Om thenCe. . The 
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coospiraton, who ohlerved this, fearing that 
their plan was impracticable on that night, were 

on the point of relinquishing it, when ooe of 
them, wbocouldnotbrook deiay, suddenly snatch

ed from one of the turnkeys his bunch of k~ys, 
and fiung them with such force and good aim at 

·the alcaide, that it struck him a blow on the 

'head, which made him reel and fall . . The. rest 

of the conspirators no eooner observed this,· thaD 
they all fell on his men, wbfl were sooo stretched 

lifeless oo. the ground, one ex~, who had 

the good fortune to escape theil- fury. Detore, 

however, they could ruah out of the room, it 

was absolutely necessary to break their chaine 
and unlock their fetters, which operation gave 

the aleaide time to recover from the stunning 

blow he had. received, and to run upetaira before 
I 

them. Unfortunately for him, the turnkey 

who escaped had bolted the door at the top 

of the staircase, and be lost much time in forcing 
it·open. 

Sandoval, who a moment before had heard 

the quick footsteps of the turnkey rustle eloie . 
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by 1m door, and who now beard the loud and ~ 

peated blows of the alcaide, followed by a distant 
mun;nur, which was increasing every in8tant, liat

enea with theutmostanxiety, hOping, yetfearing, 

the escape of his fellow prisoners. Presently a~ 

mendous rush in the passage below, accompanied· 

by fearful yells, shook the very walls of the priaon, 
and immediately after the door, which the alcaide 

had been endeavouring to force, fell with a 

tl't'mendous crash. Sandoval now· heard hia 

rapid footsteps pass his door, pursued by the ~ 

heavy. and loud trampling of a multitude of 

people, some dragging chains along the ground, 

aud others shouting-:-" Death to the alcaide !

kill him !-send him to bell !''-These word• 

were soon after followed by blows, and some 

struggling, during which ~me one feU wi_tb a 

deep~ groan, to which a .shout of triumph suc

ceeded. Meantime the passage seemed to be 

every moment crowding mor-e and more, the 

ahouts, ~ths, and imprecations became louder, 

ud the doors of the different rooms in their wa1 

fdl in before their tremendou'J blows. At length 

J[8 
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they came to his door, the loCk. Of which flew tO 
the other extremity of the room after two or 

·three violent etrok~ and a crowd of meo, with 

fierce looks and grim countenances, rendered 

&till more horrid by the red glare of a single 

torch, entered, rifled his pockets, in which, how-

. ever, they. found little to gratify their rapacity, 

having been previously eumined by themselves 

.or their companions, and huddled him oui with

out further ceremony. 

It is impossible ~o describe the noise and 

confusion which prevailed in the passage. Un

happy wretches, whose limbs, half palsied by long 

confinement, just permitted them to drag the~ 
selves, implored their more able fellow sufferen 

to assist them in quitting that dreadful- place. 

By some these earnest entreaties were attended 

to, and they draggal them by the arms or sup

ported them on their shoulders, while those 

unfeeling ruffians -who were only eager about 

'lleCUring their own freedom, pushed them aside, 

·or trod on them, regardless of their age or help

lessness. The unhappy young woman whom 
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Sand4val had t~een in tht crowded dungeon was 

' also there, endeavouring to push her way through 

the multitude, and bearing her aged father in 

her arms, surrounded by her little brothers. 

Her efforts to reaeh the court excited the live

liest interest in Sandoval, who honoured the im

pulse of her filial devotion and generosity. He 

matched from one of the prisoners a long iron 

bar with which be .was armed, placed himself 
before the young woman, and, requesting her 

to follow him, endeavoured to open a way for 

her, and her little brothers, threatening to knock. 

down whoever attempted to obetruct their pro
gress. As they came to the door of the aleaide's 

apartments, whose last groan Sandoval had , 
heard, they saw his mangled body lying on the 

ground weltering in blood; and close to it 

lay that of· another man in the last agonies. 

Having passed these apartments, a rush was 

then made down the narrow winding sta~, 

leading to the- court, which they no sooner 

reached than they ·all hastened to\tards the 
vaulted passage com~unieating with· the gate. 
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. Presently an alarm spr~ that 110111e tmop. 
were cloee to the outer gate, and on the :~nt 

of e~og the .prison. The cries and ecreams 
of the frightened fem~e(and old men opw be~ 

~ terrmc; but the most daring a.nd . d~ 

rate, who saw nothing b\lt ruin i~ the failure ot . 
their !lttempt, rushed tow&l'da the gate to dis. 

pute the entrance with the soldiers, who wue 

now seen firing, and driving back 10me of the 

irst prisoners who bad reached the gate. San.; 

doval pushed forward, followed by a party of 

resolute fellows, and with his iron bar levelled 

wi.th the ground the first soldier that came in 
his way, in which he was imitated by thoee 

whom he now headed. A ware that they were 

fight~ng for their li-ves, the prisoners threw them

~elvea on their enemies with the determined bra

very of desperadoes, and succeeded in snatching 

from !lOme of them their muskets. The conftict 

then ~e extremely violent, both ~ 

atanding -firmly on their ground; but the sol

diers, who we~ not excited by the same fury 
. I 

that im~ed their antagonists, gradually gave 
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way, llild were at la'st dMen Qllck" ~far as the 
little .square where the prison stood. On the 

prisoners clearing the outer gate, they all dis..;. 

persed in every direction, the better to evade the 

pUrsuit of the military' who, having rallied again; 

1Vere now returning aeoompaoied by fresh troops, 
who were every instant arriving on the spot, to 

oppose the further progress of the fugitives. 

Sandova1, seeing that his life was in imminent 

danger, and that there was but one way for him tO 

inake his escape, namely, to ~ the city ram.; 

paris, which were not very far otr, let himself 

down. them, and swim ~ the rive;, ran with 

all speed towards its nearest point. U nfortu

nately for him, however, he had just reached 

• the battlements, and was in the act of climbing 

to their top, when an officer on horseback, by 

whom he had been observed and followed, ar

rived at the foot of the wall, and struck him a 

aabre blow on the head, which stunned him, and 

made him ~II to the ground, where ~or two or 

tJm!e minutes he lay sen~ess, stretched at the 

bone's feet. On recovering he made an efFort to 

• 
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rise, but by the moonlight that shone brightly, he 

observed the ~flicer'a sword pointing at his 

breast, and heard with a surprise mixed with 

joy and dislnay, Fermin"s voice, threatening to 

run him through if. he attempted to stir. As 

the dark shade of the ramparts fell opon 

Calisto, and he was still in ·the same sort of I 
undress in which he had been left by the . 1 

prisoners, it was not easy for his brother to I 
recognize him. Undecided whether he should 

make himself known to him, Calisto continued 

'in the same posture, with his head just raised, 

watehing Fermin's motions; until the shouts of 

his b~ther, calling upon the soldiers to hasten 

to the rampart, drew him from his mom~n-
tary surprise, and made him start up, exclaim

ing-" Fermin! surely. you will not deliver up 

your brother to his enemies ?" 

The eft'et:t produced on Fermin by these 

w~ was equally sudden and ovenrbelioing; 

he remained motioole18 as a statue, his eyes 

6:xed with a sort of deatb.like gaze on his 

brother's counteo~tnce, and hie features die.-

• 
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torted · by the hmtor. (Jf th~. discovery. Gra

dually; however, auuming the deepest concem, 

be leapt -from his horse, and was on the point of 

folding Calisto in his arms, when some . of his 

. men arrived; and proeeeded. to secure the 

· fugitive. Immediately Fermin, l'E'Covering his 

.usual pre8ence of mind, ordered them to fall on 

.the right and pursue , the other fugitives, who, 

like Calisto, had · directed themselves to ihe 

rampart, as he could dispense with their assj&t.- · 

.ance to secure the one who was before them • 

. The men obeyed, and Fermin approaching his 

brother, drew from his pocket a handker.chief, 

which he bound round the wound he had in

flicted on his head, after which pointing silently 

to the battlements, . aided him to ~Pouot them, 
and by.meana of his cloak, to deacend to the 

other ~de of the walls.-" And now," said he, 

breaking the silence for the first time, " plunge 

into the river, and swim acroas without delay ; 

lor I have given orders £or boats to come 

around to. ~vent the further escape of pri
.aoners; but for God and the , Virgin's .ke, 
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fty this land immediately. Never more be eeen 

here, and place me not again in the horrible 

ahema~ive of being a fratricide, or violating my 
duty to God and my king.~ 

Calisto, who was an ·excellent swimmer, . did 

not hesitate .~ instant in plunging into the 

, river, which he croeeed with eue, aided by the 

ltl'Oilg current of its rapid waters, and diBen

cu~bered of most of his clothes,· though not 
without danger; for some of the sol~ien, who 

. were now c~pproaching in ·the beats, observing 

by the moonlight his head moving o!' the sur

face of the water' ~t random shots at him, 

IOille of the balls of which, now dropped with 

a hissing noise into the water ·near I,im, ·and 

now passed whizzing over his head. His ap

pearance on the opposite banks, also produced a 

di&charge of musquetry.from the nearest boats, 
the eiFects of which remained imprinted on the 
trunks of the trees With which the Shore waa 

there covered, and which speedily made him 

hasten out ot sight. As he penetrated further 

into the thickets, the occailional plunges which 
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he _ had distinctly beaid wlien in the waft'!', 

followed by the whoOps and shots of the aol.. 

diers, became- gradually more faint, till at last 
only one or two discharges were audible, and 

then all was still. 

Having thus cleared eyery danger by which 

he bad . been assailed, be began to consider 
whither he should direct his course ; Uld Amel.. 

mo' s hut occulTed to his mind as his best asylum. 

He hastened to it, and arrived p~sely at the 
moment when those friends be had met there on 

a previous occasion were co~ulting about· the 

best means of procuring his deliverance; for hi. 
imprisonment, having become public soon after 

it took place,· through the men who bad carried 
i him to prison, bad reached their e&l'B. Their 

debates, which were still ~eld in their secluded 

cave,· were extremely animated, opinions being 
coosi.derably divided on this subject. One was 

ol opinion, that they ought to employ the power· 

· ful agency of gold, with the alcaide, whoee 

avaricious soul would never be able to resist a 
handsomely garnished purse ; another thought 
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that to procure his escape by such means, w• 
tbe most likely way to subject _Sandoval to the 

necesaity of expatriating h~aelf, which he re

commended should be avoided, as his enter

prising and energetic character might be of 

aemce. to the country, when his effortuhould be 

wanted; he was therefore of opinion that they 

aught. to try to engage his brother to' work his 

deliverance by his influence or by legal means. 

Anot.her, a military man said,_ that nothing was 

easier than to carry their point by foree, and deliver 

DOt only ·Sandoval, bUt all the unfortunate indi .. 

~duals who were pining in that. prison; for ' as 

it contained no other garrison than the al~de 
and his men; an attack made on them, aftet 

getting admittance to the first court of the prison 

by ~me stratagem, must aecw-e succes~ to the 

-enterprise, and at the 6llllle time would ~n 

Sandoval against the consequences to which bi,a 

. single escape would subject him. Lastly; Anse~ . 

mo thought, they were all wrong; for in the 

first' instanoo, the alcaide would ta~e the purse, 

and only keep the better eye to his prisonf.l' ; in 

-I 
i 
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the secorid, his brother, be was sure, would not , , 

stir an inch to release him, not so much because , 

he might be wanting in incliriatioo, as on account 

of his. insurmountable religious prejudices; in 

the third, the employing force, he thought the 

wildest plan or all, because ~ven granting they 

succeeded in the attempt, the unfortunate men· 

who might ~ards be taken would atone with 

their. heads for · having e5caped · from the prison 
under such circumstancei. In his opinion the · 

best and most feasible plan was that of bribing 

Father · Lobo, who alone could procure Sando

val's liberty, and whose dissolute and extravagant 

habits of life, placed him too much within the 

influence of money to resist the means (or 

gratifying his propensities. 

Such was . the state of the debate, when a 

loud k~ocking at the door made them start from 

their seats . ....!." A knoek at this hour of 'night!'' 

exclaimed the surprised party,~' weare betrayed. 

To our arms, gentlemen, we must not yield 

. without a struggle." Saying this, they all drew 
out their weapons, and prepared themselves t,o. 

• 
. 
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act on the defensive, shoUld an attack be made 
against them ; but Anselmo desired them not to 

ltir from their places until he should call upon 
them, and to let him manage the afFair. H.e 

then lifted the trap-door as silently as poSsible, 
abut it again carefully, and waited until the 

blows at the door were repeated, which happened 
almost immediately .. -" Who is there?" inquired 
he, cautiously approaching the door, and apply

ing his ear to the key hole, to discover whether 

there was any noise of arms. 

" A friend,~ cried Sandoval, ; whose . voice 

Anselmo immediately recognized. Having at;-· 

certained that he was alone, he drew. back the 

bars and bolts which secured the door, and wel

comed him 1\·ith warmth, inviting him to go 

down and see bis frierds who were assembled 

~ere for the express purpose of agitating bia 

deliverance. 'l'he surprise of the party may be 

cooceived when they saw Sand~val enter in the 
IBIJle . state he had been left by the prisoners, 
without bat, coat, waistcoat, or boots, the rest 

of his clothes dripping wet, and his face covered 
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~ith the blood that ftowed from the wound on his 

bead. Their greetings, howe-Ver, were as hearty 

and sincere as the pleasure they felt at his escape, 

the particulars of which they expressed tbedJ,:·: 

selves anxious to learn. 

" ·I myself," said Sandoval, "am bufimper

·feetly acquainted with them; for I have been 

butried away through such a scene of confusion 

and bloodshed, that I have bad banDy time t9 

enquire into their origin ; but you shall have ~ 
full description of everything I witnessed, though 

before I commence I must request a little brandy 

to wash the wound on my bead.'' 

This was immediately procured by Anselmo, 

who dressed the woun<l for him, and saw that, 

though severe, no danger could be apprehended 

from it, as it had only penetrated the skin; He 

also furnished him with a suit of c~othes, in 

which he appeared as completely disguised as 

Anselmo himself, and afterwards. brought out 

some refreshments, to which our hero paid ample 

b~ge, the various exertions of the night 

having 'increased rather than diminished the 
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natural excellence of his appetite. This duty 

performed, he went through a succinct narrative 

of his ~ventures since their last meeting, and 

concluded by asking their advice as to his future 

oonduct. 

" The n~ws we have received from Galicia," 

&aid Anselmo, "are such as to promise an im-' . . 
mediate rising there. ·· The brave Lacy, not. 

withstanding the failure of Mina's attempt, st~ll 

entertains the idea of asserting our rights by , 

force of arms: and though be bas been deprived 

of many brave officers and troops, upon whose 

eo-operation he bad · reckoned, he has still with 

him a knot of patriots, .whose number increases 

daily, and who, if nothing immediately inter~ 

venes to prevent it, will bring about the desired 

change. As for your'self, exposed as you are, 

in these parts of the kingdom, and little known 
in Galicia, I would advise your instant depar

ture for that province, where yo~ may yet be of 

service to the country; and likewise sheltered 

from the persecutions raised here against you. 

By travelling in a suitable disguise, you will be 
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able to reach Corunna without much i~i

ment, and in time to participate in the gloriou1 

enterprise about to be accomplis~ by the 

bra~e and skilful general of whom we speak.'' 
Nothing could- accord more harmoniously 

· with Sandoval's wishe• than such a plan. The 

treatment he had experienced from the agents 

of the niling faction, was too freshly imprinted 

on his memory, not to add a new iinpulse to his 

ardent wish of sen:ing a country that groaned 
under every abuse which the most heartless and 

senseless tyranny could devise. Moreover, his 

imagination, always prone to create and magnify 

glorious deeds, pictured this new enterprize in 

the most fa~einating colours. Conducted by so 

energetic, brave, intelligent and disinterested a 

patriot as Lacy, r.uccess must follow every stage 

' of it. Filled wi\b these sanguine hopes, be reo. 
solved, without a moment•s hesitation, to under

:take his journey 'early on . the following morn

ing. This determination was wa.nnly approved 

Of by all his friends, who to demonstrate the 

'Deceseity and justice of, it, gave him an ae-

.. 
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oount of ·the infamous proceedings carried on 

agaiDSt the patriots, who had most distinguished 
themaelves by their talents and activity during 

the late struggle against the FrenCh, and who 

were still crowding the dungeons of the Penin-

- aula, suft"ering there indescribable miseries, and 

in hourly expectation of the sentence which was 

to banish them to the sultry climates of Mriea; 
.to endure for many iong years the most un

heard...of barbarities. 

His mind wroug!at up to tbe highest pitch of 

· ~tion by the statement of those prOceed
ings, be left Anselmo's hut, more resolved than 

ever to avenge the ·wrongs heaped on a piuty, 

which alone had aided the country when she 

rttood in need of their efForts and sacrifices ; and 

directing his course to Hypoli~'s farm, where 

he -expected to meet his faithful servant Roque, 
he reachl!d it before the dawn, while the l"amily 

wel'e still slumbering. As nothing but a latch 
secured the door at the baCk of the hOuse; he 

entered it unnotic:ffl by any person, and went 

directly to. his room, where be found ·his servant 
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lying on the bed enveloped· in his cloak, aDd fast 

asleep. Roque, who bad himself returned from 
t.Owti only a few hours before, and who' knew 

his: lOil&ter was in a place where there was little 

chance of his getting out in a hurry, on being now 

awakened by him, and. seeing him standing before 
him in that apparel, rabbed his eyes, and stared 

with such a grotesque expression of doubt and 

amazemeni,, that Sandoval could not retrain 

from bursting out into a hearty laugh.~" Holy 

Virgin- of the Pillar of Zaragossa !" excl&imed 

the servant, " what a sti-ange dream is this ,_.. 

Yet that: is his look, I am sure of· it.-He 

laughs ! It must be him,-but 'why thai dress? 
. h ., w Y·.; ... · . 

. · " Rouie yourself, man," said Sandoval, shak

ing him by the Shoulders; '' and let me repose 
there a couple of hours ; after which c8ll me up, 

and have my horse ready saddled, and your own, ' 

if you Wish to follow me." 

Roque jumped out of bed.-'' God of mercy!" 

he cried; " it ~s he.! How caine you' t.0 be here 

in such a strange areS.S, my dear; dear .riwter:? 

VOL. IJ. L 
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I hid aheady made up my miDd to tee ~ 

heDged!" 
"A very eonaoliDg re8ection, ·truly," aid his 

.Uter. "But you shall know the whys .m 
wherefores very shortly. Do the people here 
·know anything ·of my last advent.m: ?" 

" Not through . me," replied Roque, " for I 

arrived at the fann when they were all in bed, 
abd I would DOt disturb them to tell them any 

wch news." 
" Then say not a word, and do as I have al

-a&dy directed; for I cannot continue in this 
province." 

·Saying this, he threw himaelf on the bed, and 

oompoeed himself to rest, while Rbque:t who ob

aerVed his fatigued look, checked his inclination 

to question him respecting his escape, and fol

lowiag bia example, lay himself on the heap of 
. peas in the COI'Per of lJle room, and 'ROt to sleep. 

Two hours after they were both on their legs, 
aod · Sandoval ·went down just at the momeBt 

·'Wken tbe · btmest Jaudlord was .prepariDg to go 

qut -with ·his &erYiDts to hia daily Jabolll'l. The 

' ' 

j 
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. ~ws of the OOCUll181lee8 of .dle preriou. day 
having not yet reached the faru:l, U.0 11ipQQto 
only noticed the clw:tge ,ef dress m .S.Oioval, . 
(the wolUld on .tlae. head being ooacealad by die 
montel'& be wore) at which h~ .exp:esaei .,.,.. 

aurprise. Sandoval told him he ·intendecl.taking 

a longjoUl'lley, and bad adopted.&lt.cbeu as tbe 
le.st likely to·attract the notice of tbe nmrteteus 

bNldiui who infested the country. Curiolity, 
however strongly cherished by the females .of 
Castile, is not au attribute of the men, p, 

~ly if they have no reuon to suapect .the 
Yeracity of the penon wbo.migbt excite it. .con
eequeotly tio Hipolito readily .belien:d w.bat 
Sandoval said, but expressed his regret at bivc 
bim so soop, for be .had ex~· to have 
enjoyed his company. during ·IIOtlle ~ 

"U God grant my:returo.t .aid Sandoval-&o 
him, " I give you my word tio Hipolito I aWl 
apend many a happy day with you, :not:oU.f .at 

your farm, but at my -~· .. . COUDtrJr'-* 
~ We shall then sit in our great hell,,rcMWI 
our lmwro, t&lk.iug our cup of· c:boc:alate.~ 

I. ! 
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and in peace, my poor father relating to yoti 

wbat .be has seen· and suffered during his exile; 

and I, what I have accomplished in my pere-
. . 

grinations. You shall listen to our tales and 
strUggles, as to those of days long gone by. and 

yoli will say in wonder and Surprise-" and 

theae things really passed in my time !" 

" That is like you, Seiiorito," said ihe tio 

Hipolito, giving him a hearty shake by the 

hand, " never don-hearted ; always 'kind and 

generous; brave as a lion ; your head always 

upon your shoulders. God bless you, and may 

he grant that the happy day of your safe re

tUJ'D, and your father's, may not be far diS. 
. tant !', 

Saying this, he gave him a ~lose embrace, 

and left the farm, wiping with the sleeve of his 

coat the big tears that rolled down his cheeks. 

Meantime, the ti& Agustina, who had listened 

as devoutly to this farewell, as she could have 

done to a friar's discourse, arranged within her 

own ·mind the question~ that were to put her in 

possession of his destination, and the objects of · 
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his . journey ; but Sandoval, who gueseed her 

intention by the preliminary coughioga and 
hems, with which she usually preluded her 
interrogatories, spared her the trouble of begin
ning them, by taking his leave abruptly, and 
returning many thanks for her hospitality ; after 

which he mounted his horse, and followed by 

Roque on his· French nag, disappeared .from 
the sight of the disappointed tia At:~gustina, 

who on re-entering, flogge<l a11 · her children 

pour ,.endedommager. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Dear aatDre b the h!IJ..t mother .UU, 
TbnP81w&,.....,.lll!- .......... 
:rr- ber 11ue ._.let- tan • .,. au, 
Her_.., thooP DGt ber ta-ra eliiW;. 

Ob I ebe b falrelt 1D ber falltunt wild. 
Wbeft IIMhlnl polllbed ._ pollute ber path. 

C1tliM BenM • 

.c So, nofl8 voU4 en CGJnpagM once mare,"' said 

Roque, who had picked up some French words, 
during his residence in that country, "but, if I 

am permitted to ask a question, in which city is 

the bull-fight to take p'lace? or where is the 
arena in which we sball break our lances or our 

necks ? Do you anticipate 88 brilliant suooes in 

this adventure 88 in that of Navarre 1 Faith ! 
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we ought Yeadily to volunteer our se~; for 

we have particuJar l'e880DS to fee\ co~ident 

of ••• • being carried to the. gallows." 

" Hark, airrah !" criecl his m~Mter, "if yQP., 
are afraid of cc0mg to a glorious en4, the I'C*.l. 
liVe have trav~ed through ia 8till free for yq~~ 

retum. Go back, then, place yo• ~ uml~ 

our oppressor's yoke, and w.Ik ~ lou~ 
legs: you may find that ex~ ~ ~ 
your nature; but for DJe, it I r-.n~ waJ)t 

upright, 88 becomei a free-born ID8Dt tlle gallow• 

shall be welcome." 
After tbia rebuke, Roque thought_ it wile to, 

drop altogether tb~ delieate wpic ; but tp show. 
his disappro~t.ion of the measure,. at¥1. beP.J~ 
thtt tedioUSDeu of their. journey, be &J;QUBed 
h~aelf with abuaiug evel)1bing be sa'f, 8llJ\ 
more particularly those objects which ~ m-... 
JllQBt. admired. $aodoval, who knew how tq 

appreciate the. motiv~ tbl,t im~ hba • 
act and 8Jl'8k 88 be did, proceeded on hi:~ jour~ 

'IWJ, laughing at the numerous absurd remarks 
of his servant. 



-· ·In .order the more ~ually to escape ·suS:

picion, they bartered their hol'Ses for a·. pair of 
mules, loaded .them with a couple of. skins full of 

the ·wine of :the country, and then assumed the 

dress of aT.f'ierc»,•· consisting of a small crowned 

and large brimmed hat, with a little silver image 
ohhe Virgin Mary instead of a buckle, a. tight 

jacket of .brown cloth, a velveteen waisf.c9at, of 

a dark 'COlour;with hanging brass' buttons, :and 

curiously shaped towards~: the ·Deck, a pair of 

breeehes ()f,brown cloih,.witb a broad leathern 

belt round the waist~ spatterdashes 'of · leather, 

and a atrong and. thick pair of shoes well studded 

lrith ·hob-nails. · With respect to their manper 

of living, they were obliged to' comply in every 

respect with th~ rude ·habits of . the elalis ,..., 

which- they wished to be thought they belonged.' 

They always used the precautio~ to. ·take up · 

their quarters in . the · inferior inns ; . they dined 

and supped in the kitchen with the rest of th~ · 

arrieros, on, whatever could be. proeured, now · 

• Muletee~~. '. 
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gorging themselves with broths, !)mele~ hashes, 
fricassees, and drinking like fi~es, . and .now 

c:on~ti'ng tllemselv.es with a dish of 8opa8 de 

aj'o,_ a .few vegetllbles, and a d,raught Qr two of 

vinagrilla or b,ul wine. Besides they were 

obliged to swear very .loud, and with the same 

breath inYoke every saint in Paradise ; to pW,.l 

#leir rosaries out of their -pockets, and fall 

asleep ~ they, began to tell their beads ; kiss the 

ugly wenches of the inn, and chuck the hostess 

under the chin, sleep .on their pack sad& 
in the stable, .under thl'! shade, or. in the straw

loft, &c. &c . 

.It m~st be confessed that this m~e of lite 

had no gr~t charm& for . our hero, who, h~Ul 

it not been. for Roque's ingenuity in coveri~ 

the egregious mis~kes . w~ch . he .was apt. to 

c:omnait, must soon have been discovered ; but 

he boJoe the wh!>le with remarkable patien~ and 

good humour, .considering the heavy lQad of 

tnisery that , ~eighed on his -mind; and the nu

merous and stro~g motives he had for so.rrow 

and lamentation. 
L 8 , 



Their toad, • far • the mountains of SID
tlllder, lAy aloag the delightful bmks of the 

Ebro, and -presented. a couutry varied by biB 

and dale, the fertili'J of which is almOst pro. 
•erbial; but when they commenced ascending 
thoee Bteep and frowning mountains that sep.. 
rtte Cldle from 'BiScay and Asturias, the whole 

*SpeCt of nature suddenly cbaDgtd, and nothing 
wu. to be aeen but frightful aby~~es yaW'IliDg 
fearfully below . their feet, a multitude of enor .. 
mous rocks unmarked by any trace cL vegeta. 
tion, heaped one above another till their tops 
Jost themselves in the clouds, on the precipitous 
lides of 1rhich even the firm and sure tooted 

inuies could hardly keep their hoofs; deep ra. 
vines, whose sinuous windings when viewed from 

the summit of distant elf6s, assumed the ap

pearance of huge makes gliding into the receues 

of the mountains ; lltld rapid ~ts, which 

they were often obliged to pass by bridges 

formed by a few thick trees just thrown across 

the abyss, and covered with brambles and a 

little earth, which vibrated to theli- footsteps fn 
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- a f~ Ql8DJlel', tb~t ~v~ S'tuldolial's 

ttout bean beat quiek with appreb~ as be 

led his mule &cross. ~ for hia 1~ ~· 
f~ muleteer, his terror was ludicrous; before 

he attempted to go Over, be stood for .som.e 

~utes tearing his hair, tra!Qpling bia bat,. and 

cursing his master's folly that brought him 

thither; then, having made the sign of the crou 

half a dozen times, he trembled till hil lmeee 

kaocked together when he reached the middle 

of the ebasm, and capered and laughed when 
he saw himself safe on the other side. 

The inhabitants of these mountains resemble 

ill every respect their native soil ~ their move

mentl ·are as rapid and impetuous as the tor ... · 

rents that sweep through their valleys ; in their 

passions they are as quick and changeable u 

the atmosphere of their mountaius ; as open 

and 6ml ~ the rocks on which their huta are 

built. The variety of scenery, and the con

stant exertionR they are obliged to make, store 

their ht>U with a greater number of ideas, and 

..their hearts with wanner feelmga, than if they 

, 
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.reaide4 in a . plain, where all is ·&RJIMIIIel&· aud 
uniformity. Remote , from large toWDB, ad 

living in primitive simplicity, their habits .and 
·morals ·. are pure; they are givElJl . to reSection, 

and atwntive to their duties; there is in their 
actions, language, mien, and ~anners, some. 

thing unusua11y interesting ; while the . CCB"

diality, good-will, and even aft'ectiQn with which 

they receive strangers, and .th~ good humour 

and natural gaiety of their. looks, render them. 

objects of esteem and re&JWct. There was one. 

thing which Roque disliked in them, and. that 

was the frugality' and even parsimony of their 

eotertainJD£Dts, which consisted chiefly . of tbe 

produce of their dairies; of . cakes made or 

maize,. potatoes, chesnut puddings, honey, and 

. ..,. brown bread made of oats. 

• 

As the two travellers proceeded . on tlleir 

jow-ney, the wildness of the soil. continued the 

same until they ,e~tered Asturias, and even .then 

there was at 6rst ~o material dift'erence .in the 

face ~f the c:ountry, though gradually the . 

m_ountains beg11n to assume. a less . rugged ~d 
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barren aspect, ·antHndustry was no longer con.; 

fined to -narrow vallies and amall spots, in which 

the eagle& only would have thouglit of iixing 

their habitations. Numerous plantations of oak, 

beech, chesnut, and birch trees crown the AS.: 

turian mountains, from which, in former days, 

gigantic trunks were. felled · to cover with the 

4leetfl . of Spain .the seas of both hemispheres; 

Now, however, thanks to. the· total extiriction of 

her navy, and to ·the imbecility o( her govern

ment, our travellers passed through those silent 

plantations undisturbed by the harsh grating of 

the extenninating saw, although n~w and then· 

they obse:rVed one. or two peasants seeking there 

materials -to form their huts, and implements ·of 

husbandry ; but as ·if aware of the value of 

those giganti~ trees, they contented themselves 

with stealing from them a few planks. These 

~ then· offered a ·phenomenon weU worth re

marking, and which frequently presents itself 

~n the chesnut plantations of Astur.as, where a 

gre.at number of trees, from the trunks of which. 

half their diameter have been in .this manne( 



sa..U away,~ qnwithered, notwitbataJid.. 
iDg such a aevere amputation, and CODtin~e y-.r 

afWr yetq • yield abundance of fruit. 
On the other band, the Asturian valleys, 

which bear a striking ~blance to thoee of 

Switserluad, and we ma: ldd, on more ~ 
one account, the one being the .cradle of Tell, 

aDd the other of Riego, are fertilized by nume
rous rivulets, whole pure waters iDtenecJ 
them in every direction. Sometimes, t.oo, tbeee 
streams, mauy of which have their ori&in U. ~ 
moun-.., fona ~ C88(:8des, and spread 
afterwards through the meadows which the iD
dustrious agrieulturiat bas prepared belore baud 
for his 8ocka to feed upon. Further on are 
1ee11, artificially arranged in various grades, ~ 
~Jt:mai~M, • in :which the natives sow what they 
call the uccanda, t which &iffords them food fOE 

• Obloug plota ot gnNDd for railiDg pube, rooc., fnDt 
...... &.c. 

t Spelt wheat, a sort of wheat, the hnsk of which ad
heres 10 tenaciously to the grain, that it is neceuary' tO 
RfiDd ·both toptber, and the 8o!f of which ~ a nutri
tive and •voury bcead. . 

. ··~ 



tJse whole winter, and not far from those spota 
are. the hamletS, in which. the commodious houae 

ol the curate, and the freshly white-washed 

church are the two moat prominent buildings, 

:though it would be unjust not to add to theee 

the half ruined family mansi011 of the indolent 

and impOverished hidalgo, on the front of which 

is seen the family ~ rudely carved on 

stone. 

As our travellers. came nearer Oviedo, the 

Capital-of the principality of Asturias, the Pora 

de ~iero, a plain of about seven leagues in 

length, and the only one in Asturias of this · 

·extent, ofFered to their view one of the lllOit 

fertile, rich, and well cultivated districts of the 

PeninsuJa. The Asturians call this plain; which 

extends to the gates of Oviedo, the Andaluziaa 

of AstUrias; and it must be owned, that if' 

nature bas DOt been so prodigal there of her 

gifts, their own industry, which has rendered it 
a little Paradise, justifies the epithet they have 

given to it. 
At leagth they_ came within sight of that city, 
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wboee name alont awakens so muy glorioUs 

and classical recollections. Oviedo was .the .citJ. 
where Don Pelayo, and the first kings of. Spain 

Regained, held their court. As the capital of a 
I 

province, where that hero, with a few brave fol-

lowers, maintained the honour of Spain,, so 

ignobly _trampled und~r foot .by the invading , 

Saracen at the fatal combat of Guadaiete, it is 

an object of deep veneration and curiosity to 

f!ll~ry lover of his country. Its church obtainefl 

at that time the denominati«;ln of the .Cbur.ch, of 

the Bitihops, because it received into its bosom 

all the prelates who succeeded.in escapipg the 

scimitar of the triumphant Moor.. In its uni

versity shone many learned men ; , and ,there, 

too, Campomanes and Jovenanos· made their· 

studies, while in its benedictine convent, wrote 

and died the learned and' enlightened Feijoo. 

The city is seated on a gentle elevation between 

two rivers, the Ove and the Deva, whence its name 

is derived. It has to the south the fertile plain 

above mentioned, and to the north, a .high 

mountain. Its sky is cheerfu~, ond its ~JU;nate 
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temperate, though rains _B.re freq_l,lent _at .certain 

seasons ; but it is ~~eldom ·visited with fogs, or. 

falls of snow; . ~he fruits and vegetllbles reaied 
ia the .gardens are tender and savoury ; and in·' 

the walks along the water-side grows the white 

buckthorn, beside the oriental plantain tree . 

.Jn this city . Sandoval propoaed they should 

remain ·a f~w days, in order to repoee themselves 

from the fatigues of their long and suflicientl..r 

painful joume,r. He had brought with him . 

letters from aome of his Logrofio friends to the· 

brother of a patriot, . whose name, fame, and· his 

own valorous deeds have registered in the 

ann!Us of Spanish history in indelible charac- · 

ters~ and which is, and will ever be, dear to 

every man whose bosom glows with the fla,n1e of 

patriotism. 'l'he gentleman to whom those let

ters were addressed -was"a Canon of the Cath&o 

dral of ·Oviedo, and was living .in all the 

afllueuce of the class to which he belonged. 
In justice, however, to his character, we ought 

to observe here that, though by no means an 

_enemy to the ·good t?ings of. this world, his life 



wa not wWlg &peQt in eeeing dill hie filM• . 

81Mllais steward were· a&teative to the dtJUes oC 
tlleir station ; the one by keepiBg tile paatriea 
well stored, aDd the other the wine ~ acl_ 

the tnmb which contained bia _Ha~anna 88fD11L 
Neither did our Caapn attead 80 much to the 
sports of the- 6eld aa ·to be the whple of the 

day in hlUit.iag ad. racing, nor was he 110 p.a. 
&iGnately fond of the c;ard -table. tbal 011 re+ 

turning from. hie ai'ternoen lounge, be &at dbwa 
to play till midoigbt. or SUpPer tiaM ; ~ did 
be keep \YO pretty nieces for the inDOC'ft)t 

llllllUieiiMd of rompina with them at tboee JQO. 

meats wheD the above more important duties 
pa'IRitted ; all which serious occupatioDa ~ 

usually deemed ~le ~ • · ca~ 
Our UDCIOoo.-like ~uaiotance, how~ -v
ing l'eQeived both from nature -and educatiiJD. 

. a genius tumed to poetry, passed that time 
which was n.ot eu1p)oyed in the duties of hia 
oh in sweet coaven.e with the musea, ~ 

• A clegJmaa'• bouaebeper. 

- --- -- - · 



Witk tlJoee, who, though themselves long dead 
ad pe; have beqaeatbed to posterity their 

knowledge and intellect, " light and weighty 

~ghti, and · tmths immoreal as the universe., 

When our hero· entered the comfortable 
dwelling of this truly estimable and enligh.;. 
felled Cauen, he met there, besides the host, a 

ftDe1'8ble old man, whose well formed feature. 

though IOIDewbat impaired· both by age and 

care, preserved, neverthel~ lhat pleasi.-g east 

whi:h distinguishes the man of genius ~Q~d·pl&

lanthropy ftom the common every day faee~t 

that sarround us. This elderly geptlelll8D waa 

Don Eugenio ·Antonio Riego, father of the 

e&nan Doil :Miguel Riego, and of a military 

:mllll wllo wa.S then in the room, and whose 
coWi.teM:n.ce, tbough not particUlarly lumd1010e, 

stnmk San4oval lUI being very remarbble for 

the enern of expression whlCh it displayed. 
There W88 in his high ~, ibaded ~ it 
was by the :aatural. ringlets of ebony hair, acae

thing which indicated a1. first sight a lniDd full 

of· illtel1ect, candour, and enterprise ; hia dark 
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iparkling eyes, too, expresred an intellllity of 

feeling, and the vigour of an ~ent lover of 

truth ; and his mouth a refined and delieate 

senae of all that is amiable and . good. This 

was the immortal and ill-fated Don Rafael del 

Riego. 

By the~e gentlemen, our hero wa8 received 
with that unafFeeted politeness and cordial 00. 
pitality which characterized every one of them, 

and which are a prominent feature in the charac

ter of the Asturian gentry. No soooer bad 

they learned that it was his intention to spend 

a few days in that city, than they insisted on 

his coming to take up his abode' with them

an invitation. which he accepted with double 

plt'Utlre, as there was quartered in the town 

a regiment which had belonged to the tbild 

army, ID08t of the oflicers of which knew him 
personally, and 1ty whom be might have been 

euily recognized, bad be continued at an inn. 

· Once aetded at the canon Riego's,-ao ar

rangement, by the bye, which did . not at all 

displease our friend Roque, who bad.too correct 

.. 

\ 
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an idea of a Caoo~'s pantry, to regret leaving 

tb~ miserable inn where· they had< ~riginally · · 
taken up their quarters,~ur hero, who per:. 

ceived froni the 6rst inst&nt that he ·was ~m~ng 
oongenial tninds, informed them of the object 

of his journey t~ Galicia, and of &ome of the 

Principal ~vents of hls life, ~hich ren9ered _him 
ar fugitive and a homeless wanderer. Don . . . . 
Rafael del·Riego, ~hen Captain of the Regiment 

of Asturias, who was himself ~n a visit to· his 

family after the long ~ptivity .be had endured 

in the north of France, heaved a sigh when. be 

heard .Lacy's name mentioned.-" My friend," 

s&id he, "the brave. General has already been 

deprived of his post, most of his officers sent . . 
to other parts of the kingdom; and by. this 

time, Lacy is at Madrid, where he has been 

ordered to appear before the minister of war, 
. . . . 

to give an account. of his proceedings, and 

answer the accusations brought against him. 

I know positive} y that the idea of a ri!!ing has 

been given up ; consequently I would · advise 

yt)U t~ -~no farther for the present, and 
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wait here . until those patriots, who remaib still 
in Galicia, sba1l have concerted some plan in 
which we may have the glory to participate.,. 

This intelligence was the moet painful San
doval could have received. His mind, whieh 

had already confidently anticipated the mccess 
of .Lacy·s enterprise, cotl1d, not easily .ret'.OIJiCile 
itself to abandon those hopes which he had so-. 

aiduo~sly encouraged, and which now constituted 

the chief of his earthly enjoyments; but the 
fact that his regrets could not mend this dis
appointment, made him strive to ·keep up_ )lis 

spirits, and still look forward with hope and 
confidence, in which his kind friends aided him 

as much .as lay in their power. Finding the 
object of his journey thus frustrated, and per
ceiving how unsafe it was for him to continue at 

Oviedo, he accepted the pressing invitation of Don 

EugeJJio, to go down with him and his son Don 

Rafael to their family mansion, 'in the valley of 
Tuiia, where he would run no . risk of being 

diacovered were he to remain there all his life. 

As the sympathy manifested by EnglishmeD, 
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:Cor that victim of French perfidy, General 

Riego, was UDiversal in this country, when the 

bJack and sanguinary deed that closed his 

mbrtal career was perpetrated, we shall attempt 

to describe the romantic place of his birth, con

vinced that whatever relates to him and his 

family will be a matter of interest, to those who 

admiring his enthusiastic devotion to the cause 

of his country, his valour, generosity, disin

terestedness, in a word, all his ~vii and military 

·virtues, like us, now mourn his unmerite4 and 

cruel death. 

·~ 

. '~ I 
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CHAPTER X . 

Whoe'er thou art, thy oplrll ia enao11lod 

By the Jl"' KiDJ of kiDp, lboa art onlaiD'• 
ADd slamp'd a bero by the IO~rtigD nnd 
Ohatarel 

Doll&'fiU-Ho••· 

. I ; 

WHEN our party left Oviedo, it consisted of 

Don Eugenio, Don Rafael, Sandoval, RDque, 

and two more servants belonging to Don 

Eugenio, the Canon having remaine~ behind to 

ful61 the duties of his station. The old gentle

mab,. whose extreme simplicity of manners, 

cheerful and philosophical tum of' mind, and 

exceJ!ent heart had already endeared him to our 

... hero, and who, from his earliest infancy, had, 
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with no inconsiderable suceesa, courted · the 

mu!l('S, retained. still much of his poetic fire, 
and displayed in his conversation a lively, rich, 

and vigorous imagination, which while -it de

lighted ·sandoval contribut,ed also to add to his 

own stock of knowledge. Every objf'Ct · that 

presented itself, and which awakened some 

· hiStorical recollections, was .sure to be remarked 

by him~ and as in t~is province every·step oft'ers 

some ancient monument, and almost every stone . 

is a record of the oldeo.time, Don-Eugenio had 

an ample field for the . display of those historical 

treasures he posSessed, though he was naturally 

too ~imple and mOdest to make a parade of h~ 
erudition. 

With Don Rafael, Sandoval had now formed 

the closest intimacy. Indeed it was impossible 

that' men who · thought 8o ·much alike, whose 

qualities and dispo8itJons assimilated in every 

essential respect, and "'hose very natures seemed -

·to have been Cast in the same mould, should 

remain long without- feeling : for each other the 

warmest . arid sincerest attachment. Both en- .. 

VOL. II, 
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thwn..uc advocates of . freedom and of. truth, 

bold, frank, and maoly in the expression of 

dleir opinions, and in their feelinga warm.. 

hearted, benevolent, and generous, they BOught 
each other'siOciety, and sufFered their tboughp 

to mingle, as it is asaerted, the SCBttered pu· 
&icles ol the eame. nature, that swim in tlae 

VMlUUm, eoll~t aad become ~with 
.-ch other. 

On leaving Oviede their road lay to the west, 

ov~ a high mountain caJJed Escamplero, hom 
the top of which a rich and highly cultiVS;ted 

valley, watered by the rapid N•lon, wh011e 
waten mingle with thole of the river Nan, 

which they bad previously passed by a stoDe 

bridge called de Gallegos, is seen spreading 'to 

.the south, and ·oft'eriag a picturesque CODtrast to . . 
the cr8ggy IDDUiltains by which it .is surrounded. 

On descending to the . . fertile borders of that 
river, they followed ita margin .till they C8Dle to 

a splendid bridge of remote origiD, the arches 

of whieh an supported by two . projectiug' 
rocks. The a.me u thiJ bridge ia familiar to 
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every m8ll; who has read that · inimitable and 

entertaining novel of Le Sage, '' T·he Adven~ 

tares of Gil Bias." ' It bears the name of 

Peiafior, and ·is made the 8001\e of one of the 

t»OIIt notable adventures of the ·heTo of that 

work. When Sandoval compared the scenery 
of tbe COUiltry, with . the idea he bad formed of 

it from· the per-usal of that book, be saw it ,as 

COPtpl~tely erroneous, none of ita wild and 

rougb·features appearing in it, though, indeed, 

I:.e Sage does DOt profess to be a scene painter. 
Beyend this, bridge is the, delightful valley of 

Grado;· the back· ground' of which presents 

uother frowning mountain, bearing the name 

of the Fresno, or ash-tree, probably from the 

abundance of these trees to be. found there. 

Here our travellers took leave of, the proud 

Nalon, wbi~h bad till then fottowed their steps, 

with :rapid and murmuring course, and which 

epntinues to dow oh through the marshy vaHey 

of Candame, where the Narzea arid other moun

tain streams bring to it · the tribute of ·their 

own waters- io 'their way to the Ol'eaD. 

)f '2' • 
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At the foot of the above-mentioned mountain;· 

is another fertile dale, beyond which Bows the 

limpid Narzea, ·whose delightful borders have 

been sung by Don Eugenio del Riego, in a 

poem of consid~able merit, entitled · " Loa P~ 
torea del Narzea," consisting of eclogues in 

vanous metres, in which a happy mediocrity, 

and the pleasures of a rural and retired life, are 
I 

eulogized, in accents not unworthy ·or his fa-. 

vourite poet, Lope de Vega. There is in this 

pc)em, . as indeed in all the productions of ·this 
I \ 

excellent man, a strain of deep moral feeling, 

. adorned by poetical images, full of animation, 

force, grace, and simplicity, which are conveyed 

in rich, Bowing, and. harmonious numbe-ry;. 

Some of the first literati of hi~ time bestowed on 

this deserving poem their warmest eulogie~;, as 

well as on the modesty of the au~hor, who in 

·his retirement resembled a \,rilliant among the 

rocks, sending radiant sparkles from its recess, 

withou~ the wish to deck a royal crown, or a 

rourtly sycophant. 

The valley above mentioned is ·called Cor-



~11~, and has a town, in w hicl) there are ~ 
aome relics of the power formerly possessed by 

the Counts of Miranda and V aldecarzanas. 

There is also a rich monastery of Benedictines, 

which for more than two centuries gave a sterile 

renown _to. this district. It has now, however, 

higher claims to immortality from the successful 

efforts made there to impede the progress of the 

French eag~, which were shamefvlly defeated 

in sevE!l'al attempt~ they made to penetrate fur

.ther into _the country. 

On traversing the valley through which the 

Narzea flows, and which adjoins th4t of Cor-· 

nellana, our party began to ascend a high 

mountain; ~ed E;spina. From this ph..ce till 

they reached the heights of Berbesba, they lost 

.igbt of that river~ and with it the fertility it 
engenders. For two le4gues and a half, barren 

and chilling mountains, which unite themselves to 

-those that se~ate Leon from Asturias, present 

-nolivingobject, save the wild boar, the wolf, or 

the bear, who with stealthy pace retired behind 

the pr.ecipicei as they saw the party approach. 
• 



8Al1DOV·A:L ; OB, 

-Neither the plough; not the· hand uf man bas 

yet broken this virgin laJid ; the heath, the 

gorse, and the algaa• alone bold an exclusive 

dominion here, though, now and then, an oak 

tree raiBe!J its lofty headf and seems to watah 

o'fel' the wildernes~~. 

· On descending frotn the 5U1llmit of the haiTea 

and elevated Berbesba, and paeaing by awful 

precipioos; _ they left on one side the small 

·~amlet of Be11ares built amoag rocks, with hLits 
which ~m as if about to- slide down their per
pendicular sides, &Dd little gardens formed by 

·the industrious inhabitants, with the earth they 

have SCI'aped together from the ~ and 

erevicee of the mountains. Numerous palisades 
surround· and support these terraces, which 

otherwlse would roll down into tlle abyss below, 

• on the· first thaw of snow. Having descended 

to the bottom of the mountain, the road ~e 
, ·graduilly more narrow; till they urived at the 

verge of a terrific precipice, from which they 

• A aort of wild sraio, called in ~ ~ 
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beheld, at an immense depth beneath their feet, 

a idght which made them at once forget all the 

fatigues of their journey. 

It was a delightful and rich valley in the shape 

of a basket, • enclosed by two lofty mountains, 

the one to the south, called Fasherrua, forming 

J)8rt of a c:hain, which extends as far aa Leon, and 

the other to the north, called Cruz de.Caldt>ra, at 

whose .base flows the proud Narzea, whose waters 

·are· there swelled by two CIJ'Stal streams c:oming 

fmn opposite direetions, and having their SOUI'ee 

in the high mountains. from which they glide 

gently through the valley, and unite at tile foot 

of the Fasherrua. From this point spreads · a 

beautiful plain, two miles in length, terminating 

in a nan:ow raVine, which the torrents of the 

mountains have gradually furrowed. Towards 

.. tbe centre of this valley is the village of Tulia, 

• nil valle.y ia appropriatel,. called by the inhabltaota 
Tuiia, which means a lOJlS and deep basket, or pannier, 
~de of aplinters of wood, of which they make Use to hold 

and preserve their com, and which ia generally kept iD 
tbeirho~~~e~. 



whose n~tly built houses, among which there 

~-a few ex~ensive mansions belonging to the 

gentry· of the place, are all surrounded by beau

tiful gardens. A fine church of excellent archi

tecture rises in the middle of it, and is shaded . ' 
on every side by walnut trees. T~e southern 

acclivities of the mountains are covered from 

th~ir foot to their summit with the luxuriant 

vine, . the northern with picturesque plantations 

of dift'erent trees, whoae . l~ves present a rich 

variety of colours; and when in the cheerful days

of April and of May, Flora spreads her varie

gated. mantle around, the whole valley abinee 
·· 'lrith a thousand dift'erent odoriferous flowers,. 

whose brillianc1 of hue gives it the semblant» 

of enamel. 

, . In this d~lightfuland romi:Ultic dale, then, the 

immortalRiego drew the first breath of life. This 

was his cradle, and _in it is still to be seen the 
extensive and magnificent family mansion ·of tb~ 

ru~·s Nunez, seated on the banks of the river, 

and a l!ttle below the stony bridge by which it 

is crossed. From it have issue~ men, w~ 



-1hough they. did not shine in the highest }Qt 

- of a eomlpt oourt, have distinguished themselvet 

by the useful services the.y have rendered to their 

CO\llltry, while others have left to their desceild

ants.examples of high-mindedness, rectitude, and 

benevolence to imitate. They, however, could 

boast of their ancestry, were it in the power. of 

dignities and high rank to confer virtue on their 

progeny. In the time of Philip the Fifth, .the 

third grandfather 9f the Asturian hero was Go

vernor of Oviedo, and military Commander of 

Asturias ; another of his ancestors, Don Nicholas 

Jose deNuiiez, was AuditordelaSacraRota. • 
Several other Riegos served with honour both in 

the ~reer of arms and of letters ; and · were we 

further inclined to trace the ~nealogy of this fa.. 

roily, itis certain, materials would not be wanting 

to establish their illustrious lineage beyond every' 

human doubt. But, in our opinion, we have 

• One of the twelve prelates who compose the Rota at 
Rome,-a Court which enquires into and decides appeal• 

_ iD ecclesiastical causea. from every kingdom where the 

~ Catholic religion ia profes.."«ld. 
x8 
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already dwelt too iohg ·on· the noble otigm o( ·a 

man, whose valoroUs deeds, antent love of his 

eoantry, and tragic death, 1vould be of' tbell\

aelves sudlelent"to ennoble a plebeian. In doing 

this, however, we had the dou'bleobjf'Ct; first, of 

exposing the malignant impostures of his sangui- · 
. hary executioners, who caused him io be d111gged 

in a hurdle to the scaffold, to. render his exeeu-

. tion more degrading, under the plea that be was 

of plebeian birth ; and, secondly, of showing that 

all those who, from 181!, have manirested the 
greatest toagerness for a political reform belonged 
to that privileged class, whose members, bad they 

consulted their persanal interests alone, would 

have been the mOst zealous advocates of a form 

of government, w hoee leaders are inlU8aDtly · 
labouring to secure and enlarge their fe.udal 

privileges, and bring things back to that state 

in which they were in the' dark ages. This un

deniable fact; which confers so much honour on 

that patriotic and virtuous class, is of itself 

sufficient to explain why the Spanish revolution 

dift'ered !10 widely from the Freneb. Men who 
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have property and a name Jlo lose, will not . 

diagraoe their actions by atrocious exeeaees ; it 

is only spoilers and assassins who wish and seek 

for anarchy-who erect their thrones on the 

bl~g bodies of virtuous citizens. This is 

the reason why Riego was carried to tbe scaffold, 

and he~ ~paib is now reeking with the blood 

of victims, as France was in the. days of 

terror. 

But to proceed with our party. Having stood 

awhile contemplntiQg, from the top of the preci

pice, tbe beaUties of the valley beneath, they 

hastened through a difficult and winding path to 

reach the bridge, and leaving the old family 

mansion behi~d, proceeded to the village, where 

Don Nicolas del Riego, an elder brother of Don 
Eugenio, usual resided. As the chief objec_t 

. of Don Rafael's journey to the place of his birth, 

was to pay this uncle a viait before his intended 

· departure for Madrid; and as, moreover, he had 

118en nothing of the old gentleman .since his 

second departure from Asturias, which happened 

.at the beginning of th~ war w!th Napoleon, when 
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chosep by General Acevedo for bia ai~· 

he marched with the army of Asturias and Ga-. 

licia to Guipuzcoa, to fight for the independenee 

of his country, he was very anxious to embrace 

his relative. 

Don Nicolas del Riego diiFered in cbiiJ!8Cter 

from his brother· Don Eugeni'l inasmuch as the

Jattet was of a contemplative tum of mind, andre

tired habits of life, and the former, having alway&

pursued a more acti•e course, and gaily mingled 

in the pleasures of the world, without, howev~,~ 

· having entered into its dissipatioos, was of a 

ehffi'ful, contented disposition, ~ind-hearted and 

convivial, with sufficient knowledge of society to 

laugh at its follies, though somewhat prone to 

indulge in its pleasures. He had, however. ar- · 

rived at a good old age, wa8 highly respected 

by his countrymen, to whom he had been useful 

in more than one way, particularly in what 

related to rural economy, upon which he bad 

:written some valuable tracts, and was now gliding 

amoothly to the grave, carrying with him the · 

aonaoling reflection of having done . BOID'e ~ 
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during his transit through life, and no injUJ.Y :._, 
any of his·fellow creatures. . 

. When our ·party reached his house, they 

fow:id him confined to his room by indisposition, 

and ·lying on a sopha. The room being half 

darkened by its drawn curtains, the good old 

man's face was overcast by a dubious light; but 

when he sat up to receive his guests, and the 

~vant drew the curtains back, his good-natured 

countenance shone with an· expression of halt 
10ppressed pleasure.-" Hold, hold," said he to 

Don Rafael, who was hastening with his open 

arms .to embrace him, " you are not worthy of 

an embrace from me. You and your companions 

in arms hav.e driven liberty from our land. You 

have brought on our. h~ds ruin and misery, I 

will never forgive you." 

. A tear trickled down his cheek ~ be said this ; 

but he added; throwing open his arms,-" yet I 

.must not forget you are my ' nephew. Let me · 

'embrace you . once more before I die. 'Tis not 

right I should leave · this world in anger with 

any human being; but promi&e," said he, as he 
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held him tight in his arms, "to de your best to 

recover what you have thrown away, aad ., 

justice to the country that supports you. Let 
me at least carry to my pe the COD&Olation of 

kaowing-you will do your duty.~ 

Don Rafael could ~I!J'dly suppress the tean 

that rushed to his eyes at these words, and 

Pledged his faith that no eftbrt of his should be 

wanting to assist in re-estabtishiog a more 

rational system of government;-" but," be 

added, " dear uncle, you are uauaWJy severe 

with. me. What could a single arm do, when 

after a painful captivity, during which my only 

aolace was the idea that my -fellow soldiers were 

fighting for freedom as well • independence, I 

succeeded in breaking the fetten • that kept me 

• Riego was made a prisoner UDder cimlmaliiDCI!I which 
mloundmuchto hit credit. WehaYealreadybinted thathe 
was at the beginning of the war with Napoleon, chosen by 
Acevedo for his aid-de-camp. Shortly after their arrival at 

Guipa2COB, the French advanced with a Dnmerons armr 
towards the Ebro, and after various engagements. in which 
Acevedo· a division maintained the honour of the Asturias. 
that General was severely wounded at tire battle f1f 
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from my country, and hastening beck through 

innumerable peril!, on my arrival I found the 

Espinosa, where 'he also lost his sight. General Blake, 

unconscious that a divbion ot 'the enemy had ahead~ 
advanced as filr as :Burgoa, directed tlat he aboW. 
lie taken to Aguilar de Campo, there to be cured of his 
wounds. Placed on a waggon, dra'IIPD by oxen, and 
escorted bY a am.all party of cavalry, and some of his 
aid-Cie-camps, among whom was ·Riego, they commenced 
their march. On the following morning, as the party 
were descenamg the ~ill of Quintanilla&, which is about 

three leagues distant from Espinosa, tl!ey discovered a 

party of French dragoons npidly advancing upon them. 
Riego, who observed that the en~my'a party was not 
superior in numbers to theirs, called upon his comrades to 
halt, and defend their General. His eag~ ~ortatioDi 
awoke Acevedo from the mortal lethargy in which he had 
been sunk during theirjoiJmey. The unfortunate GeDeral 
raised his drooping head, and stretching out his hand, 
which Riego clasped in hi,, called upon his soldiers in a 
dying voice, and as if foreseeing the barbarous death that 
awaited him, to do their ·duty. A panic, however, seized 
the soldiers, and his other aid-de-camps, and both the poor 
blind (ieneral and Riego were .Jlbandoned by ibem all. 

Tears of shame and . rage ftowed from Riego 's eyes, while 
he · stood motionlea gazing on his General; but the 

dragoons were advancing, lllld there was no time to loae. 
Hf', with his usual presence of mind, alighted from the 
boise he rode, and asaiated Acev.edo to mount it, after 
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whole system of liberty undermined, ·and m1 
fondest hopes and expec~tions defeated ? l..loe. 

which, giving ttie bridle of the ~one to the boy who con
ducted the oxen, he ordered him to get into the wood 
which spread along t_!le road side. , The boy obeyed hia 
orders quickly, and they were aoon out of aighl Mean
time aome of the French dragoons rode down at full gallop 
Uptln the brave Riq;o, whoee sword they demanded, 
enquiring, at the same time, which way the General had 
eiC&ped. Riego gave up his sword, but refused to answer 
their questions. Two honemeo then aecured him, ancl 
the rest entered the wood; but hia anxiety for his helov4)d 
Gtneral made him forget hia own miserable situation: 

What must hia horror ha~e 'been, however, when shortly 
after he beheld two of the dragoons bringing by the bridle 
his own horae with the sash of his murdered General 
108ked in blood, and fastened to the tail of the steed I 
Conducted to France. the trenerous Riego lost his liberty, 
and Spain his services. There he pined away for five 
y~ till at last he"made the bold attempt td esca~ 

fro.m hia depot. at Chalon~ sur 8:16ne. and join the allied 
armies, who were then upon the Rhine. In this be suc
ceeded, notwitbstandinS" the vigilance of the French 
police, and the obstacles that an enemy's country offered. 

Haring traversed the mountains or Switzerland, and 

reached.the borden of the' Rhine, he embarked at HoUaDd 
for England, where he remained at Plymouth aome 
months, organizing ,a battalion of prisoners, who,. lik~ 
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a'Ot yoi.lr reproach then apply better· to your

aelves, whC! saw our enemies openly labouring to 

overturn our free institutions, without making an 

dort to impede their _machinations?" 

" True, my dear Rafael, we are all to blame.;' 

said the good-natured .old man, kiqdly pressing 

his hand in his: "you have done your duty, and· 

I am perfectly satisfied you would have done 

1001ething more, had you been present ; but 

since . events have been otherwise disposed, ~ 

member there are other deeds to be accomplished, 

-remember we have lost all which renders lite 

valuable, and that it must be recovered." 

Such were the word~ uttered by this venerable 

man, on the above occasion, ~d such the recep

tion be gave his nephew. Little did he t~ink 

that a .day would come when Don Rafael would 

accomplish literally what he now enforced ; but 

human events are wisely veiled from mortal 

biiDJelf. bad succeeded in e~eapiog. and whose coiDIIIAod 
he received from the govemment of this country, and then 
lailed for Spain, which he reached aoon after Ferdiliand'a 
return •. 
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light, ~ae the inhuman death -,rith which ~·s 

pa&riotic eft'orta were afterwards rewarded by 
the united tyrants of the Continent, would haYe 

outweighed in the mirid of Don Nicolas the 

pleasing refleetion ~ that Providence bad reeerved 

for his nephew the glory 0£ being the first te 

raie the shout which thrilled with joy the heart 

of eyery Spaniard. 
After this short conversation, Don ~icolas 

welcomed Sandoval to his llouae, and prevailed 

011 the party to remain a fe~ daya under his roof 

before they proceeded · to Don Eugenio's hOUBe; 

which was in the same. valley, at a short-distance 

from the village. 

The pleuures enjoyed by our hero, while be 

remained under the roof of this a.cellent and 

hospitable family, are of a nature which may DOt • 

be-described; such, doubtless, being the charms 
of a life spent amidst rural scenes, and ir,t the 

IIOCiety o( people, whose innocence of mind and 
estreme simplicity of manners, seemed bent only 

in rendering every instant of their lives one of 

happiness and tranquillity. 

, I 

I 
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The inhabitant& of the ·valley of ·Tufia, most 

of theoi hoaest husbandmen, though certainly 

not W'ealtby are by no means needy, ·thanks to 

their own industry and eoonomy. Their habi

tatjons, therefore, though humble, are cleanly, 

an~ present an agreeable exterior; each having 

a small garden adjoining it, -with orchards an~ 

alleys of trees exte.nding to the water side, and 

forming pleasant promeuadea. As the .houses 

in which they dweU are either inherited by them 

fmm their ancestors, or purchased in freehold 

from the produce of their economy, which they 

· have been able to collect at Madrid, (where they 

usually . repair in their youth to serve during a 

few y~rs, for the purpose· of procuring them

aelves a moderate competency {or the rest of their 

days,) they are · not under any apprebensit>ll', 

either for themselves or. their children, of being 

driven away from th~ little estate by the caprioe 

or covetousness of some Iar'ge proprie~r ; eorr
sequently they endeavour to improve it as much 

as lies in ·their power. Heuce the remarkable 

' ,. 
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di6erence which is observed between theh" neat 

habitation.s and the wretched hovels w.hich ~ 
11ee11 in the mountahis of Castile and Galicia, 

where the unhappy labourer hardly finds shelter 

again.st the inclemency of the seasous. 

Among the. humble dwellings that are scattered 

. about the valley .of Tuiia, there are a few mo~ 

alp&cious, high-roofed, · and stonebuilt, . wh~ 

escutcheons rudely cu,t over the principal door 

clearly show that their inhabitants belong to~ 

, class of Selioru. In justice, however, to th~ 

nobles of Asturias, we ~ught to remark here, t~at 

the name among them does not, as in J;D.ost of 

the other provinces in Spain, mean a proud i.dJ.er;. 
The Asturian nobles do not owe the considera~n 

wh~ch they enjoy among their couutrymen, 

either to ill-gotten riches, or 00, burthen&OIIle 

privileges, but purely to their own virtues. 

Having only just wherewitpal to live respectably 

in the place of their birth, and obliged in conse

quence to hold a constant intercourse with their 

·neighbours, they are strangers to that aristocrati~ 
, ,. 
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jtride which wealth engenders, by the distanCe 

which those who ~sess it generally 'observe 

· towards their less aftluent neighbours. 

But there is another circumstance which ron

tributes powerfully to soften in that province 

the pride of birth; namely, that there is hardly 

an indiv~dual, however humble, who does not 

lay· claim to remote aneestry and illustrious 

blood ; thus comJX'lling those who are called 

Senores to make use of some other means to 

distinguish themselves from ·the multitude, than 

by a' vain boast of their long pedigree. Hence 

we see them exercising with pleasure the mu

nicipal ~uties, recoinmendiilg themselves to 

their fellow 'citizens by their kindness . and 

benevolence, and aspiring to the title of Pa

triarchs, instead ot that of Bashaws. 

As we have already observed, the life which 

our hero led in the company of such men as 

are ·her~ described, was one of happiness and 

tranquillity, so long, however, as his mind wa11 

occupied only with the objects that surrounded 

\. 
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him ; but when it wandered to those he had 
JeCt in his native town, he &toed in neea of. fill 

~- his fortitude, to bear patieotly the weight of his 

misfortunes. During 8everal months which he . 

had now spent at Tulia, for reaons which we 

explain below, he bad received no news from 

Logroio respecting his Gabriela; that eeuld 

eooth the grief wbieb his h.-t felt ·on het 

account. All be had leamed was, th8t she-coa

tinued in the co~Tent, so dosely watched. aad 

beaet by the nun~ that all the efFortS Of 

Anselmo, to whom our hero bad entriiSted the 

matter, had been unauiling to obtain a private 

interview with her, even in the loeutory. A,s· 

to the monk and his nephew, it was evident 

their object had now beeo accomplished, since the 

latter had been ~oly adopted as a sOn .by 
Gabriela's pareats, and was living with them as 

sueb, sqnsndering away their pi-operty in' coo

junction with his uncle. Not ao Fermin, whose 

conduct, particularly since his promotion to 

the higher poet of co~mander of the provinee, 
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was a model of honour and integrity ; but who, 

unfortunately, cootio~ as blind a bigot aad 

as great a dupe to the monk as ever. 

Sandoval's departure for Galicia, (where, .ac. , 

()9rding to the commuoicatioOs be bad received 
from his friend Anselmo, there were still 

sufticient elements to bring about a revolution,) 

bad been delayed principally by the retum of 

Napoleon from Elba.· This cireums~ce alao 

had obUged the patriots of Gllicia to · ~d 
their .laboun, ~ the fate of the Emperor ._ 

d~ided, .as. it waa likely that the ultimate results 

C)( his expedi&ion might have considerable effeet 

oa. the policy which the ruling factioa -would be 

compelled to adopt. ·The battle of Waterloo, 
and the waveriDg and coa.temptible clww:ter of 

the French people, who would support . their 

great herooul~ lO long as he.ns euecesslul, eoon' 

convinced tile patriots, that t~ey must act inde

pendeat of circumstances, and trust oaly to . 

their own eiDrts and resources. Consequently 

they now reoc:BJ:J:IellOOd their labours with fresh 

•igour, and turned· their eyes tQ the heroic 
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Porlier as a chief worthy of directing their new 

enterprise. This General was at that -moment 

confined in the Castle of San Anton, having 

been condemned by Ferdinand to four years 
imprisonment in that fortress> for having served 

his country faithfully during the late struggle, 

and contributed to that despot's restoration to 

the thmne; but the patriots of Galieia, by 

means of their masonic friends at Madrid, 

obtained · permililion frQm the. government for 

Porlier to visit a small watering place called 

Artejo, . which is a few miles from Coruiia, for 

the benefit of his health, which had suffere4 

considerably both fmm his toils in the field, and 

his severe confinement. 

This news' raised a little the spirits of our 

hero, who determined, without los8 of time, to 

proceed to Galicia, in order to assist in rais

ing the standard of the Constitution, and pro

claiming the rights of the nation. Having 

formed this resolution, he imparted it to his 

venerable friend Don Eugenio, who encouraged 

him in his design, and then took an affectionate 



, T~B -1\UEHASON. ;J65 

leave both of him and of his brother Don 
' 

Nicholu, Don Rafael having left them to join 
JUs ~t· BODle m01,1tbs previous to this 
~. . 

·, 
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CHAPTER XI. 

To bone I to bone I he quito, for ner qaltl 
.A oeeoe·of peaoe, thouch 100th1Ds to hiiiOUL 
• • • • • • • 
Onward be tlleo, nor tlx'd u yet the soal 
Wbft'e '4e obaU reot him on blo pllsrimaae ; 
And o'er blm manr ebanslns oeeueo moot roll 
Bre toll blo tblnt for tra.el can uouap, 
Or be oball ealm blo breut, or team experlenee aap. 

Cltltu Htw014'• PilfritNB~· 

On hero, having now left behind th(> mansion 

of this kind and hospitable family, directed his 

course towards the enchanting strands of the 

Asturian Ocean. As he advanced on his jour

ney, accompanied by his servant, his spirits 
became more exuberant, and the dreams with 

which his imagioati~n was always 6lled more and 

I 

i 

I 

j 



more wild and . improbable, the ·g~rious ~ 

tions of those ro~P,c moun~ contribv~ 
in no small measure tp prod~ an extraordinary 

degree of excitement. "ferhaps ·on thia very 

~pot on which I now stand," thought he, "·t~e 

valiant Pelay~ once waved the Christian banQer, 

and called around him that knot ~ h~ wbQ~, ., 
drov~ the invading Infidels to qne extremity Q.£ .. : 

s~. ferhaps these ~e rocb .~a:ve ·~ ' 

~han once echoed to his voice,.~ with .hlJ C(Q- • 

paniona he invoked the blessing of Qod UpcHl 

. their glorious under~ing.-Here, Roque! • 
you see that massy bank overhung by a P.-9~\
ing rock, in the shape of a shell ?'' 

" I do, Sir," Said his servant. 

u Who knows but .l)on Pelayo once ... t there 
to·meditate on his country's d~verance?" 

"Ay, true enough, who knows? ;But wh• 

would you ~y to our going to sit there too, to 

disencumbet my .bags o_f some of the good things 

with '\Vhich our friends of Tuiia have crammed 
them, and see what they are made ofp•• aaid 
Roque. " You know it would atrengtbe~ ._. 

Nl! 
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stomachs, and give us greater courage to peii'orm 

the exploits which may ·ra11 to our Share, and the 

dance on the tight rope with which most likely 

. they will be crowned." 

" Is your soul bent solely on eating you un-

thinking brute?"' said. his master. · · 

"A brute, as much as you please," returned 

Roque, "but unthinking, I defy you. For I 

would ask, who thinks more and be~, the man 

who dreams of things that are for ever gone, or 

he who foresees and provides for future con~n

gencies ?-he who rushes with an empty stom~h 

into a wilderness, or h~ who first prepares himselt 
by a good morsel or so?" 

If Roque's reasoning had no inftuence with 

his master m inducing him to go and sit down 

beneath the projecting rock, the idea of repOSing 
awhile in the · very spot where perhaps Pelayo 

had once meditated his country's deliverance was 

too flattering to be ~ted; accordingly, he 

took his plaCe on the bank, and while Roque 

employed himself in a manner more to · the 

purpose, Sandoval continued ·~g P~yo's 

' 



, 

THE FREEMASON. 

~'and weaving imaginary laurels .fOr his own · 
brow_s; after which they both rose an~ proceeded 
OD their jourQey. 

As they approached the sea, the high moun

tains that are found in every part~f the ·Asturias 

became gradually less elevated, their successive. 

summits, . when seen from one of the _highest, 

offering to the eye a succession of steps, the last 

of ~hieh terminated on the verge of the sea by 

a gentle descent, though sometimes their al?rupt 

sides presented ~ kind of parapet bo~diag the 

rich valleys beneath, which skirt the coast in 

many places. These valleys, being opeq. to the 

invading waves, _are frequently i~dated by 

them~ and present a variety of wide canals some 

of which extend tw~ and three leagues, and are 

either dried up or filled ·with water, according 

to the state of the tide. At the fu~st extremi

ty of the land are seen numberle8s coves, nji!U 

which rise an in&ity of hamiets, (some entirely 

~cultural, and others exclwdvely devote~ to 

trade) from which .the various productions of 

1be .land are exported in great q.u~tities to .the 
. . . . ' . 
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rleigbbourlng provinces. The i!ea, ho-.reter, 

dOe& not every where find free access ta these 

vallies ; for in many they are repulsed hy high 

and steep roeks, whose tops are crowned· by a 

multitude of fariegated plants, and in whtise 

Glisures are towtd a vsst number of shell-~sb, 
polypi, and zobphites. La Gasca, tlie celebrated 

botanist, · discovered _in t.l{ose rents more than 

sixty different kinds of zoophites;.of which the 

natives malte use to manure their lands when 

they have dried them ~ their yards. Aloug 
this coa&t are ~t1 aJso· a gteat number of islets, 

which add to the picturesque eftec~ of the. scene, 
and appear to fdrm a Iirte of 'Ce'btries along the 

;> 

shore. Among the shrubs With 1rhieh they are 

oovered, thousands of singing birds dnd IW. asy
lum agaiiist the net and gun of die spoi'tSman, 

· and· here they chirp 8.Wf!-Y their little lives in 
security and peace. 

These valleys our travellers Jef't to the rig'ht, ' 

as they pursued their way towards Gali8a; 

. ihrough the romantic paths with which th~ A~ 

tiirian mountainS are embellished, . aild whicli 



O!Mintte through that province aalar·aa&tan2oe . 

.lleyond drla town the country presents an aspee~ 
less wild and sublime ;. but it is still suflicieatlJ 

diversified now by bills cro'!VJ1ed with chesnut plan
tations, 'rineyards, and orchard&, and now by dales , 

~ with every production of a fet1ile soil; 
'and a mild 'and temperate climate, which render 
the road highly agreeable. The numerous·farilfs 
embosomed among elusters of fi.uit trees of every 
kind, and surrounded by well cultivated gardena, 

m which the robust peasantry, both male and 

teinale, · ~ perpetually working, render the 
S()eDe full of life and animation. It is cllieSy 
the sturdy Galician woman, however, . who is

seen in the most distant fields employed in rural . 

labours, desisting only now and then to suckle· . 
her little babe, who is lying llleantime under the 
shade of a tree, inhaling the fresh air, kickiu« up 

its little legs in the sunshine, and rolling about 

the ground. It is not at all improbable that ~ 

Galicians owe the great Btrength of frame, for 

·which they are so noted, to this hardy manner of 

rearing. ·Be diis as it may, . it is certaiB . they 
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are in general a tall and : well made·race of~· 

whole· emaordinary streDgth (we do Pot. hesi~: 

' . in asSerting) trurpasaea that of any ~ple in.· 

Europe. 

Our hero 1t'a8 now Cast approaebing th~ spot. 

which ·the valiant Porlier had ~ permitted~ 

to visit for the benefit of his health, and where~ . 

as Sandoval bad been infOl'Dled, he was at that. 

moment residing. . The road .that led to the . 

hamlet was here and there shaded by apple 

tree&, -loaded· with fruit, which became ·more 
thickly planted · as the travellers prpceeded. 
At last . they entered a v.Uey, 8Uft'OUBded by. 

two lofty hills, in the middle of -which is the:· 

small watering-place called · Artejo, .consisting. 
of a few b~ts and three or four large mansion~· 

beloaging to the gentry of the place. To one · 

of .these· Sandoval directed· his steps, his heart. 

throbbing· at. the near prospect of an inteniew 

with the hero of the Asturia~ and the future 

libe~ of his country. His ~xpectations;how~ 

ev,er, were disappointed ; f91' the 9enera1 had. 

left' that p1ace only the day before,· for a f~ 
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belonging to Don An_dres Rojo, ina village called 
Pastoriza, close to the sea-side, whither our heft) 

immediately proceeded.. The distance :t>eing 

very ._tri1Jing, he· reached this village .shortly 

~ter, and went_ to_ Don Andres's ·house, which 

was guarded by a 11entinel, who 8o· flU' .. from· 

ma~ing any difficulty about · admitti~g him and· 

his servant, called ·a ~omrade of'· his; · that ~ 

might show Sandoval the General's apartment, 

which was on ~e ground ftoo~ at ene o.f the 

extremities of the ho!Jse; ·. . . 

At the moment onr hero entered,· Portier 

wu engaged in familiar conversation wit~ hi!! 

lady, and a short gentleman, the landlord and 

friend of the General, a merchant of La Coruiia, 

·who had. embarked his whole fortune in. the 

meditated en~rp~e. The appearance of Per7 

lier bore ample testim«?ny_ to the suft"erings· he 

bad endured, both from his exertions in tht; 

neld, ~d from subsequent confinement ; . but 

his spirits, of which h.e always possessed a great 

ftow, were unimpaired either by_ ill-health, o~ 

N 8 
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,the Ulljust and barbarous treatment he had met . 

at Ferdinand's hands. 

The General having read the lett~ of in~ 
auction which Sandoval had brought (or bUn, 

rose, ·and welcomed him a1Fectionately.-" Your 

name,'' added he, " is tlot altogether unkn(JW!l to 

llle. l 'have heard of your exertions,. when you 

were with the· army on the frontiers. ·That 

was the .most favourable moment that evet 

presented itself, for asserting the justice of our 
eause ; ~d would to God, those Generals w&o 
had such men with them, had done. their duty 

as well as our gallant General · Lacy did his ! 

But we m~t n~t despair; the spirit of tlie 

people of this province is highly favourable to our 

pl&ns, and ere m~ny days ~ over, the whole 
of it will be llp· in arms to claim their rights, 

and compel Ferdinand to shew the gratitude he 

owes to the people." 
He then gave him an account of the state of 

things ninon~ their friends, informing him that 

the ·chiefs of tile regiments of Santiago, Lugo; 



llondotedo, .and :Marbiee, ha:l already agRed 
tb act in concert, and oc0upy the posts which 

•ere to place him in possession of La €ornia 

and Ferrol; that Don Jose Maria Peon, tDe 
valiant Colonel who commanded the regimeDt 

of Mondoiiedo, and whOse energetic charactm; 

and ardent zeal for the ·patriotic cause, were of . 

themselves almost suflieient to ensure its S\leehl, 

W&s to march with his regiment frOm Ferrol u, 

Santiago, in' which city there were elemtmts -to 

form the rev~lut.ion, and check any efForts to 

arrest its progress that might be attemPted by· . 
the clergy, who had a great infiuence tht!ft·; 

and lasdy, he CODgriltWated &lldOYal upon nik· 
timely arrival at Pastoriza, 118 it had · hem 

eetded that he should enter Corula on that 

very night at ten o'clock, which was the reason 

of his removal hither. 

The joy manifested by Sandoval at thi~ gOcld 
· news, exc~ed any he had ever before felt. Even 

Madame Porlier could not help smiling at the 

fervour of his enthusiam; which showed itselt 

· . · in a most extravagant manner. When the first 
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bunt at exultation was over; he- sat dbwn·agaiU"" 
to a,nvene further on · the subject in a ~e~ 

.compoeed maoner, though .now· and· then, he

would give fUrther indicati~s of the eestacy
with which be contemplated ~ prospect before
them. 

At length the sun 8UD.k beneath the wal'es 

of the ocean, and night and darkness eame

gr.adually on, when· everything for the ex&-. 

cution of their plan being ready, Porlier, ~JC

OOIDP'lied by Sandoval, and Captain Castaiieda 

with his small e&C01"4 proceeded towards the 

town-gate of Madrid in Coruiia, which they 
rea.ehed ~t the appointed hour. Here a nu-~ 
tperous party of~ officers and . friends welOOQled. 

their leader, and ~ducted him to the barraeke:, 

where the troops were quartered with some of the. • 
officer& He addressed the officers and aoldiera 
separately, declared that no injury was intended 
towards the. penon ol their sovereign; and 

~xplained the motives which bad induced him ~ 

come forward ; exhorting them, . ·moreo,-er, to. 

observe- the stricte&t moderatipn and diacipliQe .. 
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and ·ooneludinp; his harangue. by informing 

them that the plan of their rising; far from being 

isolated, had ·a thousand ramifications in every_ 

province-of the kingdom. 

.These- addresses, energetically delivered by 

the General, produced a great sensation among 

beth officers and soldiers, who, however, were 

prevented from. giving v:ent to their enthusiasm 

by the pa:r.ticular desire of their . commander; 

who. afterwards directed a few rounds of ball~ 

cartr,idges to · be distributed among the troops, 
and requested that two small parties should 

proceed· to the arr~ of the Corregidor, and 

the colonel of the regiment 'bf Military Com

manderies; while he himself went with a company 

of_ soldiers ·and some officers to the Palace of 

the Captain General, to put him under arrest. 

. The latter had already withdrawn to rest, and 

Porlier entered the palace without meeting any 

obstacle.. He now .commanded one of the offi

cers who accompanied him to go to the Captain 

General's sleeping apartment, and with alJ pos

sible ·respect to request him to dress himself, 

• 
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and give up his sword in the name il. . th8 
nation, while be himself Would wait his· retum 
in snotber room, ready to give his enooura~ 

· ment, or his orders. On entering the room in 
which the Captain General was sl~ping, the 

officer awoke him, and delivered his message 
With all the po\iteness be bad been ordered tD 

use. " Who arrests me?" enquired the Cap
tain General; " are you ·not aware that I hold 

my post by the king's nomination, and thafit 

is only at sight of a warrant signed by- his 

majesty's own band that . I can give up my 

baton ? But, I suspect General Porlier is at 

the bOttom of this."' 

The officer again repeated the orders he had 
received; assuring 't!nn he had nothing to fear, 
for their object was not the gratification. of pri
vate vengeance, but rather ~ ~ justice dooe 

to the· nation. Upon this assurance he got up, 

tmd was conducted, together with the two other 

' prisoners, to the Castle of San Anton. 

This necet~8ary preliminary step .being hap

pily aCcomplished, the rest of the night w8t 

I 
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passed by Porliel' and his ftiends in concerting 
those measures which ·were to insure the sueceu 

of their entetpriae. An oillcer . was sent to 

Feri'ol with · orders that similar arrests should 
' 

be made there, and men of liberal principles be· 
provisionally nominated tD the offices they made 
vacant; after which~ the troops who garrisoned 

that port were to come to· Coruiia; another 

eommission was aent to the po$t office to exa-1 

mine the pacquets that might be sebt by the 

tenile party to other cities ; orders were i.ssued 

· to set at liberty all persons aeeused of political 

offences, mid an embargo 'laid. on al~ vessels 
then in port. ·A proclamation for the troops; 
And a Manife8to* to the nation were ordered to 

be printed; in a word, every measure required 

by circumstances was quickly resolved upon 

and adopted. 

• These documents are too well known in this country 
to reqllire any further mention of them. The latter, bow, 
enr, W'll a masterpiece of reasoning aad ~oquence. It 
W'88 :mitten, as we have been informed on good authority, 
by Count Toreno, who sent it over from Paris, where be 
na then a refugee. 
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These manifold occupations employed the 
General and his friends till seven or eight in 

th~ morning ; but 10 great bad been the ~ 

quillity that prevailed all night, that even 

several ~f those whO were in the plot, but who· 

were unacquainted with the hour of ita execu
tion, knew nothing of what had happened till 

that time. Their joy, however, was not les-' 
aeoed by the admirable manner with which 

things had been ~anaged. It ofFered also a 

wonderful contrast to the horror and dismay 

manifested by the king's partisans, who finding 

in the morning . the total change that bad taken 

place during the ~ht, stared at each other 

with a ludicrous astonishment, mingled with 

afFright, which seemed to intimate a suspicion 

that it must have been brought about by magic, 

·or the devil's agency. 
·At ten o'clock, Captain Castaneda, in com

pliance with orders issued by the General, pro

claimed the Constitution of 181! throughout 

Coruiia, at the head of some companies, or a8 
the Spanish expression is, por baNJo militar, 
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with drum , and · fife. · A multitude . of people, . 

preceded by bands of music playing patriotic · 
airs, surrounded the troops and marched in the 

rear shouting OZ!ivaa to the Constitution, to the 

constitutional king, and to their valiant chief •. 
That these lively. demonstrations of joy on the 

respec~ble part of the inhabi~ts were sincere, 

we have every. reason to believe; but that the 

capricious class, usually denominated the rabble, 

felt an. -equal pleasure at this new change, we 

must be allowed to doubt ; though, as it in

variably happens, they were the most obstre. 

perous in their vociferations of triumph. Our 

sanguine hero, however,. who-followed the mili
tary ·for the purpose of obsetving the spirit-of 

the .people, and participating in their delight, 

was too much blinded by his own enthusiasm to 

stop to make any distinction between ~e joy 

which was real and that which was feigned. · He . 

was · sinCE!re, m.d th,erefore all who cried viva 

appeared so to him, although Roque, who w~ 

also among the . crowd, stepped out towards him 

and whispe~, "My master, there is so~e sn~ 
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j4!ct of cOngratulation for you in sll this, bOt I 
fear the noise is greater than the nuts." 

" You bird. of .ill omen !" said his master, 
"think you that all here are as ~d-hearted as 

yourself ? See you not ·those rapturous laok.s, 

· reftecting the delight which agitates the h~ 

within ? Hear you not those ecstatic· shouts, 

the echoes only or those that swell the h9som ?" . 

· '" Those looks ,and those· shouts I see am 
bear as 'Well as you do," said Rdque; "but· I 

have seen and heard others for which you ha-ve 

neither eyes nor ears, and which make me 

thiilk that the tail of the beast is not. yet 

. Bayed~ "• 

· " There goes the tail, then," said ·Sandoval, 

observing the members of the Criminal Tri-

' l>unal, those or the municipality' and tbe Mt 
rA the authoritie8, with ~me of the beads fA 

religious communities walking towards the Pa

lace of the. General, where, they had been smn-

• .Aunfalta tl ra/Jo por delfJllar. A Spanish proverb, 

aaid when there is still the principal difficulty to overooine 
ia an d'air, 

\ 
I 
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.Oned to· take their oath to -~ CeDstitU.tlon, 

" I'll go and see it flayed." · 

Saying this he left Roque and prooeeded to 

dle Palace, where Porlier and hi$ friends were 

...v&iting to receive the oath of the civil authori- · 

u~ who entered sOOn after. The.countenances 

of these gen~emen exhibitt!d ilueh looks • 

might b! expected from men who· saw them.:. ' 

selves oil the eve of losing ~ their beloved 

piaces, oftices, and benefices. · They . came- in, 

Casting surly, sidelOng glanceiJ aroubd them, 

arid then stOod in sullen silence bef'ore the 

General, who, to the great astonishment of his 

friends,-and particularly of Sandoval, began by -

declaring, that as he only wished for men ~ho 
were willing to act, in concert with him, he 

woUld not foree any to swear to the Constitu

tion ; on the contrary, he intimated tliat thoee 

who did not ~ncur in his views, were at 

liberty to go as soon as they liked, and wherever 

they pleased, without the fear of incurring evil 

tol;l~uences. At these words the greater 
number scampered out of the room as swiftly as· 
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it their feet were. actually winged, . while the· 

ofticers remained staring at each other in mute 

astonishment. 

Porlil:!r, who saw his friends' displeasure, ~ 
deavoured to shew that no bad results could 

easue from such a conduct ; but his argumentS 

being unsatisf4Ctory, his friends remonatrated. 
~nat such an impolitic step, which they said 

Could not fail to bring on their conduct the 

accusation of weakness and folly. At length. 

the majority insisted, that thoee men who had 

refused to take the oath, should be immediately 

arrested and taken to prison, to .which the. 

General was 'obliged . to subsc?be· Orders, 
therefore, were issued for the arreSt of about 

thirty of them, who were conducted, 80Dl.e. to 

the Castle of San Anton, and others to that 

of San Felipe at Ferrol. 

During the whole of this day, the.tnanifeJta;. 

tUm~ of joy were unequivocal, and the e~ 

closed with brilliant illuminations, halls, and 

bands of music serenading in the streets. But 

on the following day, many of the doors of the 
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bousei were shut, the bustle ~f trade was sus. 

pended, and there was evidently lessenthusiasm 

shown by the hmabitant.s, the groups on the 

Public places eon&isting chidly of.of&cers. 

This sudden apathy, coupled with the fact, 

that when the Gener&l gave orders for ·the 

formation of a provisional junta, some of·the 

gentlemen proposed ex~ themselves on· fri

volous pretexts, and othen were no where to 

be found, made it appear as· if this moTement 

had been purely military, and was supported 

· rather by force of arms than by public opinion. 

·The lenity of the General, too, who.-on one of 

his aid-d~camp's surprising seveJ.al of the mem

bers of the former municipality (who had been 
left unmolested,) dr:lwiDg up a manifesto, in 

which. the people of the province were caUed 
·upon to rise in mass to exterminate the liberals, 
and another document, which they were oil the 

point of · sending· off to . .Madrid-contented 

himself :with :putting them: under arrest, con

tributed in no .email degree &o destroy iD those 
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gentlemen who had taken acti~e steps in -~ 
.revolution, the confidence they bad reposed in 
his l:i.l'JIIDeS& The fourth regiment of artillery, 

composed of youths, nativ~ .of. Coruiia and ita 
district, and who. were much looked up ~o· by 

~ inhabi~ts of the town,. shewed als9 signa 
o( discontent arising from the . same reaso~ and 

it was even rumoured that th.eir separation was 
likely to be the consequence . 

. ~orlier _being informed of this, immediately 
requested an exp~ation · from the colonel ~ 

officers of the regiment; l>ut their answer w• 

8UCh u to in~ rather than allay the s~ 

picion entertained against them .. They said, 

that they would be ready to act in cone¢ with 

him when they saw th-.t ~e nation gav~ .less 
equivocal proofs of its participation io, the prq

posed change; but that,"meanw~~' they m~ 

be allowed to remain ; neuter. This threw a 

damp on the entb~siasm. of m&Qy of the o.fticer:s 

of the other OO!pi ; but Parlier still hoped to 

re~dle it on the arrival of the troops 4'oql 

I 

I 
I 
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Fem>J, who had been detain~ th~~ by unforq
seen obtJtacles, but w're e~~ted on the eve,q

ing of that day. 
To diiiSipflte a little the . preyajling gloo~~ 

. I 

QQticea ·were posted lJP in _various places, inq-
ma.t.il1g the an'iyal of. those tr~)l!J, ttnd requeat
iug, the inhabitants to ill"minate the4" houses, in 
o,Ner to give them a sui~le weloomf7; and. t~ 
bands or the llegi~en~ w~re ordered out t,o 

~~t t})eD) on their 4lppl'9aCh. But, though the 

.p4it of the troops f~~ Ferrol :was as favour--., . 
~~le w. th.e cause they had espo~, as that o,f · 
their gallant Colonel.feon, aJ¥1 though they 
ent~re4 the town singing· ~triotic hymns, th~f 

met with a less cordial reception frOm . the in
habital)ts tb&R they had anticipated, the_ viv~ 

lleing fewer awl ~ ~apturous th:an on the pre-

v:i9u& day. : 
· We ought to ~ark .here, that no sooner 

w~ the Constitutiqn proclaimed at Coruiia, than 

Porli~ ~nt an .officer · tp the military governor 

of s~~' . apprizing him of the_ evel,lts : thQ,t 

had taken . place, and requesting that siorilar 
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·operations might be-there resorted to •. · The. re

. ception of this oflicer by the governor (woo was 
an Italian of the name df Pezzi;) 'waS by no 
·means encoUraging to. the liberal party of that 
city. Two hours after his arrival, he was ar

mrted at the instigation of the clergy, who 

placed llt the governor's disposal ample means 
to bribe the battalion ·of grenadiers on garrison 

in that city, and·induce them to assume-a hostile 

attitude towards their fellow soldiers of. Coruiili, 

·whom they branded with the epithets of traitors, 

enemies of God and the throne, &c. &c. By 
'dint of gold, threats, and prayers, the clergy 

accomplished · this objeeL ; the patriotic inten

tions of the soldiery were turned aside, and they 

were induced to take a military position tO de

fend ·the city against an attack from the coosti
tutional ~ if any such were contemplated. 

This n:;;::as brought. to La Coruiia,, by the . . ~ 
physician of the battalion of grenadiers, who 
had left Santiago in disguise, to request Porlier 

·to mareh immediately -upon t!tat · city at the 

head of some troops, or send some patriotic 
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·officer with them, to thwart the measures of-the 

.clerical f~tion. This· duty Colonel Peon begged 
'to be allowed to pt'ri'orm ; and certainly,· if his 

wishes had been· granted, tbe~e is every-reason 

to believe, the excellent ~pirit of his troops con

sidered, that the success of their glorious en

t.erprize wo~ld have been !nsured; but Parlier, 

whose greatest delight was in danger, claim"ed 

for .himself the -honour or leading the troops, 

-and resolved to march upon Santiago, at 'the 

head of eight hundred met_1, and -two pieces· of 

artillery, on that very night. 

" There was some truth in what you said the 

• other day, Roque;• said his master, ~s he as

sisted him in packing up his own portmanteau 

·to accompany Porlier in his expedition,· " things 

have assumed an unfavourable aspect, and -I 

am anxious about the final issue of our lll&J'('.h." 

- " Oh, no! Sir,_ I am onl_y a bird of ill-omen. 

Believe nothing of what I say. You are· a So

lomon, and I am. a jack-ass-a fool,-a mest. 

eold-hearted fellow, who neither-sees no» hears," 

said RQque, with a most triumphant snet:r. 
VOL.·II, 0 
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" To judge from the estreme hwnility of 

your language, I suspect, Roque, you now es

pect I. aball here:d'ter put a blilld confidence ia 

all ydbr antieipatione,!' said his muter. . 

" About that, you may do 88 you please," .re
tumed Roque, ''though it· is doubtful to me 

if you ha•e again another opportunity- of diao. 
covering the truth of aay of my omens." 

" ~t ! ·do y0\1 intend giving up your &VGP 

catioo of conjurer r' 

" If, 88 there is every reason to mspect, you 

are destined to give up the ghost ere you .. 
turn from this · expedition, what necessity will 
there be for my continUing it ?" 

" That is spoken like a true oracle, Roque ; 

au U' is not amiss there," said his master. 

"May you find'it 80 !-but at all events I ret 

commend yori to look to yourself, and you will ~ 

have a better chance of proving me a (ahJe• pro- • 
ph~· 

' " There will be time enoagh to leak t.o .~ 

ielves, wben we have done our dttty tG ow: 

country ; 80 adieu till we meet again," lllid our _ 

------~=== ·- -~--- ---



hero, as he mounted hie hone, to join General. 

Porlier. 

· The march 'commenc;ed mrly in' the morning 

There was something ominous from the moment 

the troops _started. It was. obsened that: the 
euthusiasm which is perally felt by a sallying 

party was confined to the officers, and to a 

small number of the soldiery, ~e- rest ap~

ing, some lukewarm, and othet:S even sullen. 

In this disposition of mind, they marched for 

the three first leagues, when some symptoms of 

insubordination began ·to manifest themselves. 

Some of the soldiers 1iegan to slacken their pace, 
• and lag behind the column, othersl. contrary to 

the orders of' the ·General, and to military 

discipline, entered the vineyards ancl gardeus 

belonging to some of the farms that skir~ the 

road, aDd committed sundry ~ta of depreda~ 

tion.-" There is no doubt," said Sandoval to 

the General, as these facta came to their know., 

led&_e, "that the minds of these me .. bave been 
wor~ed upon by the servilu. 4n example or 

o!! 
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two might be very s8luta'ry; it would restore' 

discipline.'' 

"Or more probably cause a mutiny," said 

Porlier, "we are in a delicate situation, and 
we must be cautious how we displease them. I 

will, .however, enjoin the officers to exhort them 

to observe discipline ; for we must not all~w 

the peasantry to be disturbed ; they show an 

excellent spirit." 

Accordingly he spoke to the officers, and 

they to their men, who, however, minded them 

no more than before ; notwithstanding which, 

the farmers showed every civility to them, and 

bailed the General, . whenever · he approached • 

their dwellings, with every testimony of joy and 

good will. During the course of their march, 

POI'lie~ dispa~ched, in every· direction, letters 

and copies of the proclamation and manifesto 

already mentioned,· to the authorities of the 

different towns, calling upon them to proclaim the 

Constitution. .Indeed he displayed every where 

great : presenc~ of mind, knowledge, and-actility, 
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. though hi.s indulgence towards the soldiery 

Sandoval disapproved, as he feared it might be 

interpreted into weakness. · 

The troops had now been ·marching the 
. whole day, and it WS:S eleven ·o 'clbck at night, 

when the General o~dered them to halt; to 

. :r_:eceive their rations, and take some repose. 

This halt was near a village called .Ordenes, 

.~istant two leagues. from Santiago. The 

soldiers ha..-ing formed~ bell-tents, with thei!' 

-muskets, the General went with some of th~ 

chiefs to an inn close by, -to take some refresh-

ments, while the rest of the officers proceeded 

with the same intent to andther house, dis-' 

tant a few paces from the eamp, which. they 

visited now and then, to see t~t all was right. 

During th~ v.iaits taey : observed nothing 

.among the 110ldiery; which might indicate any 

extraordinary measure in contemplation. A. 

. group here sitting round a cheerful 6re, and 

.cooking their suppers, another there standing 

~versing noiaily with each other ; . the ser

jeents and corporals measing or talking together 
• 
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or witll tlie soldiers: of their ~ve -corii
. panies; in a word there was apparently very 
little discontent, and. still lesa any symptoms df 

an approaching mutiny. 

:Mea,nwhile, the unsuspecting'Porlier, and hls 
officers, who had sat down to an indilferent and 

hastily cooked: supper, were endeavout:ing to 

make up by ·wit and good humour for the 

coai'seness of iheir fare, when loud cries of 

"Long IR-e .the K"UJg, our Lord, !''• were heard 

in every direction outside the inn:-" Thea> 

are the troops from Santiago;' ·said Parlier, 

rising ~tily from the , ta~le, ·" to arms, my 
.friends, to arms!" 

In a moment the swords. of the officers 

·glittered · in their hands, and they rushed 

towards the door ; ·but the 'tisailants ·made a . 

diecharge on those ifho attempted. a . &oitie, by 
which only the unfortunate innkeeper fell. A 

• The word "absolute" was not · then known, or at all 
d'ellta never made uee of, when tlie loyalistS shouted U:. 
the king. . 
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~olent struggle now ensued betw~n the· o8icers, 

and some of their own soldiers, headed by a 

ejeant of marinea, of the 01me of . CbacoD, 

wh~ called upon his superio~ to surrender in 
the name of the king. The cOntest was too 

unequal to last long, the officet'S su1'l'Oqi1Cled 

by -overwhelming numbers, retreated into the 
house, where t.My were disarmed and semJl"ed, 
\Voile only an aid-de-camp of the General and 

our doughty hero succeeded in euttiug their 

way through the assailants. · 

As for the unfortunate Porlier, im~ 

with the idea ._ that the attack waa IOflde by the 

troops from Santiago, and impatient to. put 

hi.maelf at the head of his troops, be leapt from 

the window in the room, and found himself 

·surrounded by about sixty men. belonging to 

his own troops, who immediately handcuffed 

him, placed him on a donk~y, and, followed by 

the other officers, similarly secured and mounted, 

was led towards Santiago, amidst the bayo~l!ts 

of his own -soldiers, who blindly obeyed tbe 

orders of their new chief, Chacon. 



• 

Early. 00: the following day, the captives 

.entered Santiago amidst eries of death, brutal 

insults, peltings, and blow~, from an . infuriated 

rabble, beaded by priests and friars, who, with 
fiendish joy, led, their unhappy victims to the 

dungeons of the Inquisition, 'l"here they met 

with the most barbarous and infamous treat

ment. After the:1e arrests. a eolemn Te Deum 

was chaunted in the Cathedral by ~e whole 

chapter, and a sermon preached by a frantic 

friar, who roared out like a mad bull, and 

poured malediction& and anathemas on the: 

rebels, damning them in Betula aeculorum. 

I 
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CHAPTEll XII. 

"!'ben ~at, 0 Sparta, ud dfiii&Dd 1J11l1Ct \ 
My heart •xaltln~ anaw•n to tby ,..!J, 
Aad emlles en slorloua f&U. To U..t'ldda tame 
The Goda allow to maayl hut to die 
With eq.U. luatre, II a bleaalns Hea•en 
Selecta from aU the choluot.boona of fate, . 
:lad with a spariq bw on few besl<lwl. 

GLona'a LHttidM~ 

.SANDOVAL, having got clear of his enemies, 

with only some 8cratches and bruises not worth 
mentioning, retraced his steps to Coruiia, where 

. Brigadier General Romay had remained as 

military · commandant, and Colonel. Peon as 

· governor of the town. Their force, it is true, 

. consisted only of about four hundred men ; 

but Sandoval, whose.Jmagination was apt to 

oS 



magnify a few patriots into invinclDie II08C8, 
thought that the General might yet be reJeUed, 

nery misfortune repaired, and the cause ooce 

more redeemed. On his arrival there he. fotmd, 

that an attempt had been commenced on the 

same night of PorJier's arrest by the serv.ile 

party, to surprise the posts occupied by. the 

troops left in ·garrison in the town ; which had 

it not been for the energy and activity of Colonel 

Peon, who, accompanied only by one officer of 

, tried bravery, of -the name of Don Cesar Tur

nel, went round the ramparts at midnight, and 

aucceeded in quashing it at the very moment of 

its intended execution, would have left the 

liberal party no further hope. 

. ·This lta8 a discouraging cireu'mstance ; !or it 

ahowed that theil- enemies had greater strength 
aDd influence than it was generally believed•; 

hut ~ur hero, unap'palled by this intelligeitee, 

continued encouraging tb~ · oftitlers1 . ,.hose 
spirits ·luad been depressed by the melaneboly 

• ne~ which he himself had ptivaiely eon1tmmi- · 

cated to them. This aews began Sooi1 aftet ~ 



lie spread about the city· by some «»ldiel'S in4 
peSaants, who were now arriWilg from the field 

'Of action~ and particularly by the a~ 

of Porlier, who bad escaped. !rom the fray, and 
"Who had the indiscretion to communicate it to 

the oilicer on , guard at the town gate in a 

manner equally imprudent, exclaioiing, within .., 
the· soldiers hearing-" All is lost ! -They are 

all a ·eet of tr.aitors and koaves!-Porlier and 

his oaicers have been betrayed r· 

Aa ~is intelligence ga!ned ground, the diC. 

ferent posts occupied by the remainiDg troops 
began to b& deserted.; and the oSioers, .seeing 
the number of their adherents diminishing every 

iostlplt, assembled to consult on the measures to 

be adopted in this painful crisis. Their debates 

were -long and .boisterous; but oothing.import~ 

ant was resolved upon, and they were on the 

point of t;eparating witllout coming to any' de. 

cision, when Sandoval, who had till then refrai.o. 

ed from giving his Opinion, suggested, t.bat all 

the ofticers and 8oldiers who were williQg to do f!KJ, 

:ahould irmnediately proceed to the Ca&tle of :;a 
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Anton, and defend it aa long as they f'otmd it 
tenable.-" There," added he," we shall be able 
1!> d~end punelves against the .attac,ks of our. 

treacherous enemies. The prisoners who . are 

in th~ castle shall be our hostages, should their 

friends a~mpt to take the life of Porlier. We. 

can always obtain provisions from the servile& 

themselves. by threatening to set fu-e . to t.hei~ 

dw.ellings from the castle, which they are well 

-aware may be done; and, lastly, should we 'be 
reduced to extremities, we can force any vessel · ! 

lyiog within the 6re of the eastle.to take us on 

board, and convey us to England or America; 

or else, at the very last, we can die gloriously, 

and sell our lives d~." 

This proposal was unanimou•ly applauded, 

and approv.n of by the meeting, and an officer 

was . immediately dispatched \o seek out ~ 

capitan de Uavea ;• but all search after him 
was useless, the oft\cer who filled that post and 

the keys having ,disappeared. The gates of the 

• An officer intrusted with the keys of a fortress. The 
town major. 

'I 
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~ being shut, and the measure propoSed 

by Sandoval of. battering them down with a 

field piece being· objected to, it was finally ~ 

solved that the otH~ers and soldiers, who wished 

to remain faithful to their oaths, should all 

assemble in the square called Pkua de kJ ·Ha

rina, and there defend themselve8 to tlie last, 

should they ~ attacked by their enemies, or 

else march ou~ of the town, and throw them-
. selves into the mountains. 

"In order to carry this · plan into execution, 

and assemble all · their friends, it was necessary to 

go about the town with some force; but when 

they sent for ·a picquet of about fifty grenad~ 

. who had till then shown an excellent spirit, 

neither the men nor their captain could be any 

where found ; they h~ all dispersed, and di,s... 

appeared. At this moment, too, the servile 
' party caused all the bells of the town to !ound 

to arms, and this measure alone seemed wanting 

to complete the ruin of the liberals. The 

cowardice, however, of their enemies, who not• 

.I 
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-rwitbJtanding the debilitatQd state of their ... 

tagaoists, dared not· come forward to attack 

. them, gave tbe latter time to seek salety ill 

'Sight. 
Tlie aervilei, 1rbo were watching every · step 

.taken by the liberal party, no eoober obsenred 

their dj,persion, than, a&'!eDlbling a multitu.de of 

ngauiu~ m a. distant part of the town. p~ 

aeded with the. t'4pilata de llaou, who now 

re-appeared, to the Castle of San Anton, te 

~ the Captain-Gen-eral, and· the other 

eemlaers of the absolute ·government, in wbielt 

chey· 111ceeeded, aa everything had been ~ 

Q,usly arranged between them and the officer · 

who had been· intrusted with the care of the 

pmooers. 'Diiia. dane they re-entered the towJJ 

.eboutnrg,." Death to.the liberals !" ·aDd veDting 

&heir loyalty ·in threats, ·which e~n P1en they 

liared not execute. 
S.do~al, who heard the distant shouts w~ 

iog•louder. and bider, and.wbo.was ·still with 

Coloael Pean, •ked him what his iuteationa 

I 
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itere.":"""" FoDow me and you ·shall 'see,'• aid 
this -brave· cllieftam;-with a look ·!& which un.i. 

daunted courage str1iggled' with despair. 

He did so. On reaching the middle of · the 

etreet, they cJbserved a crowd· of. the · lo...eSt 
ratible hastening toffards · them with h~ 
iritebtionl,..;...". Dmw, Sandoval, '1 llllid the Colo. 

Del, \lllsheathing hie &word. The mbble haltei 
on ~g tJtese prepai'atioos;and the bro frieode 

oontinued their way with a slow pace, now ana 
then stopping ud· 'turning ~ves towards 

the. rabble; Who followed them at a respectful 
distance, and who stood stJll as the two cha,m.. 

pions cast a look ·bebiDd. Their fiady · ~ 

finn ·step, bold and fixed gaze, ud alowly pro

gressive moTeJDent, made them appear like t-.9 

lions, followed ·by a pack of timorous bounds, 

who ready to take to their heels on the ..fita 

onset, dare yet. walk trembling ·aod · howlmg ia 
their train. 

·In this. vtay they paase«h~gh several·ltretb 

unmolested, and arrived at a couveat which had; 

during the _war or independence, beeri tlJI'DOO into 



barracks, and in which .there w~ still about a 
hundred aad ·twenty · men belonging to the 

Colonel's regiment·; Pe<)n requested them to take 

their arms and f'mn, and then spoke. to them in 

these words.-" My -friends! It would be no 

le&s cruel than rash in me to engage you further 

-in-the support of' a cause, which has been totally 

ruined by. masked assassins and traitors. . Ita 
pri.nciples, hawever, remain unchanged,-tbey 

would have constituted the . happinet~S of' · tbe 
nation,~ perhaps they may be ,secured· at ,. a 

future period,..,...I devoutly pray that it may be 
ao: But at present, nothing more remains for 

us than to avoid the persecutions or our eneDlies; 

-You, however, who came here invited· by me, 

ought not to sufFer for obedience to my orden. · 

-'Tis I alone, who being the originator of tbe 

plan; must take the eoilsequences ·of this failure. 

Consequently, to shield yourselves from future 

evils, and at the same time tree nie from the fury · 

ofa vi!e rabble, let twelve of you step·forward· 

and' follow me.'' 

Saying this he walked firmly to a cbmer of' 
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the same yard where his men were fotmed, fol- : 

lowed by a dozen of them, and anxiously watched 

by. the . rest. Then . tuming. his face to them, 

and pointing to his . breast, . commanded them, 

with a. powerful voiee, to take. well. their. aim and 

:fire, adding, that by such an act they migh~. be 

certain of a pardon, and perhaps of a recom

pense. 
- - The soldiers, who had till then preserved a 

sullen · silence, struck by the magnanimity of 

their chief, burst out into enthusiastic shouts pf 

"Long live our Colonel !-Our lives . sooner · 

than his !" &c. Peop. entr.eated them ~gain. li,Dd 

. again ; but seeing . that they were resolved to 

defend his life, he added, that sin~ they would 

preserve him, even in spite .of himself, he must 

reqtrest the.U to accolllpany him a league beyond 

the town. 'l'ben placing himself at their head, 

and assu~ing a military voice, ,he ordered them 
~ SCMW their bayonets, shoulder their muskets, 

and march ; adding, when he . came within 

. hearing of the mob, who had assembled .in front 

of the barracks, ~g threatening loou·around 
' \. 



-" .Woe to thOie who: ihall lhelbpt to iapede 
bur progress ! , . 

. The drums and 6f'es then sounded a Diarclt; 
and witho~t the least insult or molest4tfun·ftota 

the mob; the party left the town, though, 88 ·the 

oity walls vanished from their sight, they heard 

the triumphant shoot of' the 'rabble dying ~ 

dually away. 

· At about a league from Coruia, tbe Colonel 

halted his men, before whom he clothed hiw~ 

in a peasant's dress, procuted for him at a Arra 

by one of' the ollicen; and took leave of' the ~ 

almost with tears in his eyes. 'l'he loldiers t~ 

proceeded to their former station of Ferra); 
Cllrrying 88 pri8oners. tludr own officers, . who · 

generously insisted on it that no private sbem~ 

at all stiffer frrim the pe~OBS which pndou~ 

edly wGuld follow this unfortunate Atteinpt. 

All for our hero, contrary to the adviee of his 

friend Colonel Peon,. and to the suggestiODS f1 

prudence, be relblved to re-enter Cornia in .the 

dusk ol e-Vening, where, being little known, he 

hoped to ~ the . pu~nit. of his enerrrles. by 
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~ling himael£ in the beu~e · of an honest 

citizen, (a man whoee insiguUicanoe placed him 

beyond suspicion, and who, he.knew,. would not 

~tray him) more effectually ·than by ramblie« 
about the country. "Well, then," said Peoa 

to . hiJn1 unable to make him . desist from his 
in&ention, " since,.in spite of re&IOn and prudence, ' 

you will run your h~ into ·the lion'• mout,h, 
farewell, and may you escape the dangers. that 

a_1Veit you. For .my part, I intend imUlediately 

tO proceed to Portugal, where I bepe to embark 
oo board some vetiSel bound foc Eagl&nd. · There 
at least I am certain of finding freedom and. 

ay10pathy." . 
~' Adieu,'' said Sendoval, embraciag hi:ia 

warmly, "I almost envy you; but I am·tpell 

bound to our native land, and coUld not aunive 

a day's banUhment from it." 

Saying this, cbe two.friends parted, and SiJm.. 

r doval ,follo•.ed an irregular path .leading to • 

881all f...._.hQUse,. the door -of ·which the dlatiou8 
fat'1lltl', ,..ho. bad beard of the failure of Porlier'i 

. att~Ulpt, shut as.pooo as be saw QUl' beroappro&cbt 
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saying, in the dialect of ·his province, to his 

better half, who was then employed, in broiling 

some pilchards, with which the coast of ~ 

abounds, and· which eonstitute tbe. principal £ood 
of this frugal class,~" Here comes one of the 

runaway~. We must'nt let him in, wife, lest 

our neighbour the beneficiate sh~ld hear ·of 

it, and deny us the use of his woods for our 

pigs." 

" You are right, husband,'' said the wife, who 

fully appreciated the argument, "bolt the door 

well, for I'll wager we shall lose more than we 

&hall gain by his coming in." 

Then approaching the door, she looked 

through the key .. hole to gratify her ·natural 

ctttiosity-" I say husband,'' she said, "be ·bas 

got two of thoatt· gold things-what do they 
call 'em ?-on his . shoulders, and a· cocked hat, 

with a loop and gold taSsels. Perhaps it is the 

Gener~ ·himself. . Do you remember when the 

French eame to our country,.how we used to 

ldll them, to get such .things as those from them, 
eh ?-What if we invited him in, eh? He baa 

I 

J 
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a gold chain hanging at 'his girdle ; could we · 

make no money out of it, eh ?" 

"For shame, wife! We ·never killed our 

own countrymen; and if we did,· we might be 

hung for it." 

" If he were a liberal we would'nt. Did'nt 

·you hear the priest yesterday teUusso·? Why, 

he said we w~uld get more indulgences by killing 

these traitors, as he called 'em, than if we went 

on a romeria•· to our lady of Las Augustias at 

·Betanzos, or to Santiago de Compc)stela. At 

all events, if he were the general, or some of 

the big ones, we might get s<>mething by taking 

him to Cor.uiia, and give him up to the Captain 

General." 

· " ~ark !" exclaimed the indignant husband; 

·" if I hem,- you again say ·'that, I'll break 

every bone in your carcase, you incilrnate 

·devil!" 

· . ":Will you?" said the wife, seizing a large 

.spit; which she brandished over her bead, " come 
' . ·· , . 

· • A pilgrimage. 

, .. . · 
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on, come on. Zounds! if I don't stick you for 

a goose!" added.' she, making a pass at him, 

which he 'adroitly turned olf with a thick · stick, 

which,.like almost all his cmmtrymen, he played 

with much skill. 

" Are you at it ?" said the incenaed husband, 

knocking the spit from her hand, and seW.Ug 

her by the throat, " by Santi~ de Compo&

tela ! I'll iqueeze the 10ul out of your throat, if 

you have one!' 

This threat, however, was not 80 easily exe

cuted, for besides the .doubt he very justly en. 

tertained, his dutiful half fastened her (:laws, 

which were none of the shortest, round his eyes. 

and kicked so vigoro~sly against his shins witla 
her . wOoden shoes, that he was rompelled· to 

quit hold in t~ndemess for his optics. How

ever, to show that he had not been conquered, 

he went to the door to let in the stranger, who 

on hearing the struggle, repeated his blows to 

prevent its becoming more serious.:...." I'll eioea 

open the door, to throw you more into a rage," 

said he, drawing the bolt away. 
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The host(i!SS, who did not cl1oose tp let the 

;stranger kno~ she had been quarrelling with 
her. dear husband, knet!led on the' hearth to 

~urn ,the pilchards, which by this time were not 

only broiled, but burnt.-" Why, Paco !" said 

she, in a gib~rish. whi,ch she thought good 

CastJli.ari, " while we have -~ ?ancing the 

m~ra,* the fish have burnt away, and I am 

afraid they are not worth the gentleman's ac. 

ceptance." 

S~ndoval thanked her, and said that he ha,d 

~eiUt~r tim~ nor appe1ite to become their guest ; 

bqt wished only to know if the landlord could 

accommodate him with a suit of clothes, r~ 

which he would leave them his own.-" What!" 

cried the delighted landlady, "will your .relioritJt 

leave us the hat too, and those things on your 

ahol,llde!-'s ?" 

" Everything, '• . said Sandoval, " and even 

my sword ; but this I must request you to 

keep, until I sep.d for it,. or fetch it myself." 

• A Galician dance. t Your Honour. 
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" Give him your old Sunday suit," said she to 
her husband, in her own dialect ; " bless me, 

what a nice exchange ! We shall make out ol 
it money enou_gh to buy you another auit, and 
me two complete ones. Make haste, lest he 

~bange ·his mind, and we lose it." 

The landlord immediately opened a large 
.chest which contained their wardrobe, and took 

' . 
out a short jacket, formerly sky-blue, a red waist

coat, a pair of black velvet~en breeches, a pair 
of long gaiters of brown cloth, a shirt of coarse 

cloth, a low crowned wide brimmed hat, with 

a broad velvet band, a large steel buckle, and a. 

cock's feather stuek in it, and, lastly, -a pair of 

wooden clogs ; the wh_ole in a condition that 

would have puzzled a painter to have assigne~ 

names to their various colours.-" Here;' said 

the host, "is a new suit of clothes which I have 

worn only seven yea'rs. '!'hey will fit you well, 

too; · for though I am a little stou~r than your

self, they are rather tight for me." 

Sandoval, whose object wa.c; to enter the 

town without exeiting su~picion, did not much 
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care a'Bout their .fitting tight or looking well, 

and therefore put them on, without making any 

observation on what his host said, though he 

eould not be prevailed upon to El1'change his own 

shirt for the fanner's, notwithstanding the eo. . 

gent reasons that this last brought in support of 

the exchange.-" You'll be di1100vered to a cer

tainty, if you don't put on the shirt, too," said . 

he, " those frills will never do. But if your 

Seiioria thinks 'it too coarse for your skin, at 

.least allow my wife to cut off the frills of you.r 

own." 
Witho~t ·waiting -for his answer, he callei{ 

her, to perform this task, which Sandoval could 

not well prevent, so great- was their eagerness for 

his safety ; though he suspected from what he 

heal'd. her say about caps, that tbe idea of hav

ing some eambric to. trim tbeiP :with, was fore

most in ·her head. Aware of the cunning and 

interested character of this people, he gave them, 

also a pecuniary reward, and made them ua

derstand he was going ·towards Betanms, which 

is precisely in the contrary direction to Coruiia; 

VOL. II. p 
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and wishing them happiness and prosperity, 

proceeded through by~waya to his place of des

tination. 

In entering the house of his humble friend at 
Coruiia, .;,hich he reached without inconvenience, 

be found bis servant Roque engaged in making 

his funeral orison, and lamenting most bitterly 

the infatuation which urged him to enter into 

such mad projects ·as could only bring him to 

the gallows. He expatiated on his good parts, 
which, were it not for that obstinacy in foJlowing 

his own plans, in spite · of the good efvice . and · 

wise remonstrances of one, (meaning himself) 

who bad received from heaven a greater &hare 

of foresight, would have ensured his happiness 

in this world, and probably in the next, to which 

he thought he was likely soon to migrate, hav

ing heard that be bad been taken with. Porlier. 

This elegy Sandoval soon cut ailiort, . by his 

re-appearance, which, while it delighted them all, 

rendered them somewhat apprehensive, both for 

his safety and their own; for no sooner had the 

Captain General regained his full po"er, thau 

- ... ~ - -_j 
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he issued a furious decree in which he divided 

the conspira~ors into two classes ; namely, se

ducers and seduced, according to which clas

si6cation the military commissions formed to 
~ . 

tzy them were to direct their judgments. It 

was not difficult to guess to which of the<Je 

two classes our hero belonged, nor the punish

ment that would be awarded to him, were he to 

fall into the hands of his enemies, who were 

making .the most strict searches after the con

spirators. Irideed during .the whole of that 

day domiciliary visits were made and scores al 
officers and gentlemen imprisoned. The castle 

of San Anton, and the public prisons were 

scarcely sufficient to contain the victims who 

were taken there on mere suspicion of having 

aided in or approved of the measures of the 

rebels. 

On the following day the whole garriaon waa 

changed, and the prisoners who had been con.. 

d~cted 'to Santiago were claimed, while a COUJ).. 

, cil of generals was immediately formed to try 

Porlier. Meantime, many severe measures were 
p! 
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adopted to prevent the escnpe of those whom 

. the constituted authorities suspecred were con

cealed in the town, which obliged our hero to 

keep within doors for several days together. 

At Jength the unfortunate Porlier and his com

panions entered Coruiia on the 25th, loaded with 
chains, and under a strong escort. vyhether 

the terror spread among the re&pectable class 

of society,.by the violent and numerous arrests 

whicll had taken place, had even reached the 

mob, or whether the fate of the prisoners really 

excited their sympathy, it is certain there was 

not a voice uplifted against them, from the city 

gates to the prison. 'fhere even prevailed 

.among the crowd that accompanied them to this 

place a melancholy silence, which showed that 

even a hired mob felt the reverence due to un

successful patriotism. 

. The prison whither they were conducted is 

situated near the sea, and for unwholesomeness 

and filth, does not yield to any in the Peninsula. 

Here, however, a det>p, dark dungeon, into 

which the sea water penetrates to the depth ot 

----~-----------------·-----
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betw~n two awl three feet, WI!$ selected for tl~~

unhappy General, whose ill health an4 ex~

debility rendered the gratuitous inhumanity. o( 

such confinement still m.ore odious ; -bui this, 

was not all, .for.: according to a barb~ops CUS:o: 

tom practised ip the dark ages, by which th~ 

accu,sed of treason; murder, a.nd oth.er. capital 

crimes, were obliged to take o1f their ·clothilig 

from the waist downwards, Portier. was .stripped 

Of half his clothes, fettered, and loaded "!i~ 

• chain of excessive weight. 

It is not our purpose to detail here the unjust 

and illegal mode ad?pted by his enemies io the 

proceedings instituted against · him : they · have 

been already accurately given in M!r, J;)laquiere's 

interesting work, entitled " A Historical Bev.iew: 

of the Spanish Revolution," we shall ther~re 
rtier our readers to tllat gentleman, and m~ 

~ ourselves to cin:umstancetL which bav.e not 

~ noticed in tlae work alluded to, and w:hieh 

more peculiarly belopg to our province. 
When the high-min~ed PorJier was ~ 

before his judges, and ~terrogated by tllem, he 
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declared with his wonted boldness, that be had 
nothing to say before a council of war, which 

he considered incompetent to try him ; becauae, 

an article of the ordinances forbade th~ w~ 
had in any way suffered, or been concerned in· 

the charge . advanced agairult any . individual, 

:from being at once prosecutors arid judges. 

This ~ade a deep impression on · one of tbe 

members of the council, who, with more zeal 
fOr justice than prudential fot-esight, rose, imd 
declared the culprit was in the right, and that • · 

new council of war ought imJDediately to be 
formed to fulfil the ends of justice. No soonel' 

was this opinion delivered, than the other memo.: 

bers, who, understanding the nature of their 

functions far better than ·their colleague, knew 

they were assemble(! there not to try, but io 
~nate their prisoner, Commenced an instant 

attack on the subversive arid revolutionary doc

trines advanced by · this imprudent Aristidu, 

who, afterwards, to avoid incuning further sua

picions -from his colleagues, retracted what his 

better feelings had suggested him to declare. 
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The interrogatory then proceeded, but Porlier's 

only answer was, that if the king would grant 

him an interView, he would tell him what it 

greatly imported hiin to know, and he would 

then die with still greater pleasure; after which, 

rising from the wooden stool assigned to him as 

a culprit, he added, "Now, gentlemen; the aft'air 

is over, and I must wish you farewell" 

On · being reconducted to prison, the jailor 

led the way to his former dungeon; but l,or_ 

1ier seizing his arm, bid him take him to the 
condemned ceU; "for," added he, with a. smile, 
" I ~ bear the remaining formalities there 

quite as well as in my former du~n, and it 
will save you some trouble." 

The jailor, who knew his office too well m 
deviate from its forms, and who, moreover, 

feared that the vengeance of Porlier's enemies 

would fall on his head were he to take him. 
' to a placc, which, thoup;h smaU and confined, 

was a little paradise compared to the other, 

·pleaded his incompetency to assume a right 
which he did not possess, and took him back to 
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tM .wen usigned for him, against the walls of 
which the roaring waY.es were beard bea~ 

furiously, every moment threatening to break 

through, and bury uader their ruins the many 

unhappy inmates who pined witbm ~ glOOIII)I 

btailding. 

· At last the hour anived when the .fiaca!' 
came to notify the sentence of the council. It is 

the custom in Spain for the culprits to beu it 

em their bees, but Portier req_uested the {fseal 

to dispense with such idle :bmalities, and give 

lrim the substanOO of it in as brief a manner as 

he eould. The lattett, who, while he remained 

in POPlier's presenee seemed to 'be under a kiact 
of spell, read it accordingly, md tile patriot 

ebief bt>ard it with the utmost composure,. though 

Yl'hen the &cal ca~qe to that part of the sen

tence where the word cc traitor" occurred, he 

smiled 800mfully; and said, casting a look of 

eontempt on the paper, « "l''raitor-iudeed ! yet I 
would have defended the ·Constitutional Jrmg 

· • Answering to Attorney-General, or an officer -.:bo 
Pt'osecutes criminals in the Jting•a name. 
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as I did when he was a captiye; but let hfm 
know ~ ~ only Vf&Y to sav~ his life and 
his, thro.¥, js by fulfilling h~s promil;e: to the 

nation." 

When the fiscal ~ad r~ the sentepoe, be 

began to stammer out the admm~itioo generall;r 

'!!sed op flUCh occasion~, to z:emiP.d the prisoner 

of hi$ approaching enfl.~" Withdraw, Sir, 

withdraw,'' ~d tbe General~ "J ltnow how 

to die, and am no.t ignoran~ of· th~ dQ.ti~ of ~ 
Cpristian." 

After this, h~ wq.s conducted to tbe con
demned cell, w be~ he: fo11nd two. stout f.J.'i&lll 

of a reljgious order, called agcmi:tanteB,t . who 

had gone there witJ:t the charitable intention of 

embittering his last moments ; . but Parlier 

dismissed them politely, saying that he could 

not ayail hi.m&elf of their spiritwil comforts, as 

he had a friend who was a mopk, and Vfho 

• Literally, agonizing f~ and it must be owned that 
the agonies they create by their excessive bellowiDgv, are 
tJu; most painful part of the sentence. · 

1'8 

• 
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being his usual confessor, he was anxious to see. 
The friars, much to their disappointment, with
drew; for in tbeee c8ses the cUlprit is allowed 

the option of admit~ing them, or naming.othe~ 

hence 'Porlier's friend was, . accordingly, re

quested to attend. 

· During the whole time he remained in this 
eell; be was as serene and cheerful as he used 

to be when sitting '!ith his friends in his own 

.house. He conversed with his confessor with

out any of that aftected heroism which little 
men are apt to assume, when placed in similar 

cirtumstances, and which very· often lerVe& as a 
cloak to hide. the agonizing fears by which they· 

are tormented. He wrote letters io his wife, 

in which the regret of losing for·ever a woman 

to whom he was so tenderly attached, was 

1empered with every conSoling thought w~ich· 

religion ·and philo10phy could suggest. · It is 

impossible to read those letters, and the wiU 

and epitaph, which he ~ictated with the cool

ness of heroism, . without tears. A dignified · 



taDe of patriotic feeling, deep-felt resignation, 
lind pure and tender afFection pervade them 
.u.• 

·When the final hour arrived, an adjutant, 

with a company .of grenadiers, entered the 
prison, and requested Porlier to dress bimeelf 

in complete uniform. This done, two soldiers 

took his hat and sword, and the General wu 

• Some of these documents were published in this coun
try shortly after that martyr's death, and may be .een aJeo 
in the work above alluded to.-How highly gifted must 
the soul of that man have been, who, at the twenty-aeventh 

year of hia age, could bring hia mind to look caJmly OD 

death, when he had just accomplished 10 many glorioiJI 
deeds, and attained the highest honours and reputation, 
the love of a truly estimable woman, the friendship of 

every one who knew him ; in a word, when he had but 
just begun to taste every earthly bless'ing, attendant on 
high renown, valour, love, and friendship ! Let the myr• 
midona of power say what they will, the man ~ho could 
tbus die is a hero, if any deserve the name. His political 
opinions, the partisan• of absolute monarchies may rail at; 
but even they, if they have hearts to feel, cannot refiDe 
their sympathy to one, who, during the few years he waa 
penaitted to live, aJ ways showed himself generous, bra't'e, 
rirtuoua, patriotic, and benevolent. 

--



thea cooducted to the priSon's gate, where a 

blnltitude of troops ware 10 oloeely formed• t1iM 

they presented' an impenetrable barrier to · tile 
anxious eyes oC 'the· people. N~ sooner be 

showed himself', than the two same friara· abo.e 

mentioned rushed towards him, each holding 

-a crucifut in his hand, -and vociferating the 
most stunning cries. · c• H6ld, fathers, . hoW f 

I am provided with a confessor, and my 
head aches a little," Said Por-lier with his 

usual composure. The two champions were 

again obliged to retreat, .00 the moumful 

procession began now to move at· a slow pace. 
·Parlier walked with firm steps the whole way, 

from the priSon to the 8q~, holding a cr• 
cifix in one· hand, and lellliing on the confessor's 

arm. 'l'here was a · calmness, a resignation, a 

firmnef!S. in his look and deJDalloor, which in.. 
dicated, that even at the approach of deathl 

his conscience approved of the past· actions of 
his life, and enabled him · .to look fol.'w&l'd- witJa 

confidence to that reward whieh. the God of 

justice apportions · to disinterested patriotism 

---- --------- ... 



'DRB FllBEH.UOlf. 821 

•d exalted virtue. The people, who cleoi~ 

(JUt w witness this political mairtyrdom, fullow4kl 

the vi,etim with . eyes JPOiatened with tears, every 

countenance manifesting the deepest aftlictioll 

and sympathy. To the foot of the scaifold 

nothing waa heard but t~ trampling Of the 
feet, and ·DOW and then the voice of the monk. 
administering the last consolations of religion~ 

Amved at tht- phlce of exeeutlon, the 'fiscal 

t1equested the General to kneel before the ua

furled standards, and the military wbo. were 

formed roull!l the scaflbld, and then read in a 

loud voice the charge and sentence pronounced 
against the culprlt.· This done, he or.dered 
.the so~s to p~t the hat on the General, 

-and gird around hia the sword, which they 

bad brought with them from the priaon, alta 
which· the drums beat a douhle time, and ·thea 

the d«:epest silenee r.eigned around. 

"'By the generous mt-rcy of tbe king,~' 

&&id th!'l m&jor ot arms to Porlier, in a louj 

end flistinet voice, " you were permitted to put 

on your hat before his royal standanls, thinking 



SANDOVAL ; oa, · 

.that you might, by. an honourable conduct, bt 
fll.titled to such a m~rk of distinction ; but 

now his justice commands, that you be deprived 

afit." 
·· · Here a soldier took the . bat, and threw it 

. I 

down, and the major ordered, that the sword 

lhould also be taken from him, adding,
" This sword, which you girded in honour 

of the king, was given to you to use against 

his enemies, and defend his justice and au

thority ; but now it shall be broken, on aecount 

of your crime, to serve as an exatllple to all, and 

a disgra.ct- to yourself." 

The sword was then thrown down to be 

hl'oken, and the major, making a sign to the 

soldiers, said-" Let him be stripped· of W. 
unifonn, which served to confound him with 

those who wear it worthily:"-Then turning to 

the grenadiers, added,-" Since his majesty'sjua. 

tice does not pennit that this man's heavy crime 

Bhould remain unpunished, let his body suffer 

the penalty of death, and may God have mercy 

on his soul." 
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' This said, the tunic usually wom by male
:fiicto~ was brought to the Culprit, that ~ 
'might die in it; but · Porlier begged to be 

·allowed to put on ' instead a great coat, which 

·a servant of ·his liad brought there, and which 

.·he had wom during the whole of the 'lAte cam

·paign. · 'l'his request being granted, he· walked 

'With a firm step to' the · foot of the ac81Fold, 

where he knelt down before the monk, who 

~ covered him with his cloak, while he made his 
last confession, or as it is calleJI reconciliation. 

It was while he was thus covered that he de. 

livered to the monk his dying injunctions• for 

- • These were given in a letter, the contents of which are 
mown only to Madame Porlier. This lady, who was pas

. ltionately attache« to her husband, had the firmness and 
resolution to spare her husband the agonizing scene of a 
last farewell. A ware to what extremes her aifection might 
have carried her, she remained at home fervently praying 
for him; but notwithstanding her apparent resignation, 
'llben the executioners of her husband brought to her the 
key of the coffin, which contained his mortal remains, she 
tied it round her neck, and from that hour to · this, abe hu 
remained. in a state of insanity. 
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.his widow, afts which be roee, apd, haateaing 
to the scafFold, mouotlad the step!, with tbf' 
murage and alacrity of · one who gooJ $0 i'esiga 
.hia life for JUt CO\llltry. _ The rope beiqg f~ 

aened roupd his neck, ad the last prayer 

ended, his usaasins uttered tlul cry of, •' Loog 
live the King!" ~he drum beat loudly, and 

the hero was precipitat~ f11>m. the ~ to 

which he remained sw;pended. • 

• The horrible ~er of ~ee.~ CJi.aPnals in Spaill 
by hanging, 'corresponds with the bar~~ form of it, 
government. The height of the scaffolding ia about 
twenty-five feet fro1,11 the ground. It collliata of a beam 
laid over two posts, against the middle part of which are 
t~o Bights of steps, one for the ~ulprit and the other for 
_the clergyman. When the fo~er reaches 1Jle top, be sitJ 
two or three steps below the'~ and the executioner oa 
the ~ itaelf, with hia legs over the aboulder, of the cui. 
prit, to whote neck be fastens one epd of the rope. and ~ 
other end to the beam. No sooner tbe usual prayer ia OVfiT, 
th9D be hurls tbe culprit from the galloWI, and tf»'o .. 
hiiDielf after him. and mounted 011 hia shoulders .W. aid 
ilillafor some iDatmta, while his 1011 or his apprentice pun. 
the 1ega of the convict, after which he alips down, leaviq 
the man's face uncovered, and hom"bly distorted. 

• 

j 
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Thus ended this dreadCul drama, worthy in 

every respect of the French reign of terror, and 

of that of Ferdinand V1I. 
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CHAPTER XIJI. 

What equal torment to the grlefe of miDde 
And pyalnr aorulab bid In gentle beatt, 

That iDly feedllhelf with tboogble ollklude, 
.And ooorlobetb her owo eooaumiDJ smut ? 
What medicine can aoy leech'• art 

Yield ncb a acre, that doth her grievance hide 
.A.od ..UI to none her maladle lmpatt ? 

s ••••••. 

IN detailing, as we have done, the last mo

ments of Porlier, we. are aware of having 

dt;!viated from the commop. track of novel writ. 

ing, in not connecting that event with the rest 

of ow.' narrative, by introducing our hero, or 

"en his servant, in some shape or ·other to 

those scenes ; but the truth is, that we do not 
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see how this could have been effected, for the 
good people in whoae bouse he had taken shel
ter were so amd~us about his safety, that they 

would not allow him to stir abroad, and the 
better to remove all temptation, had taken the 
extraordinary precaution of locking him in a 

room, at the door of whieh Roque had been 

requested to · keep sentry, and repel any effort 

liis master might make to escape from his con

finement. Thus then the one a prisoner, 'and 

the other his keeper, we must have altogether 

omitted those details, which we did not think it 
proper to do, or have · conimittecr the sin of 

representing ·facts otherwise than they really 

occurred, which neither our establisbeil cbaiacter 

for veracity and accurm:y, nor the strictness Df 
our· principles at all permitted. Our readers, 

therefore, will do us the justice to believe, that 

we are not ignorant of the nature of the task 

we have undertaken, and moreover that we 

will notagain commit such a deviation from the · 

established rules of this species of writing, 
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eDJePt when compelled to do so ·by extraordinary 

~ like the above. With this assur~ce, we 

sball DOW proceed with our narrative. 

We hear it often userted, that the exercise- of 

authority is very sweet. For our part we have 

~t bad tbe pleasure of proving. this axiom by 

personal experience ; but if we may judge by 

the self-satisfied looks o_f our friend Roque, and . 

&he sell-importance which the power of cootroul. 

iDg his master's actions seemed to confer on him, 

there ~ be some truth. in it.-:" He will be 

1lr happier under my oontroul than under his 

own," said he tO himself, as he paced l~.J 
'b_efore the door of the room in which his ~ 

was locked. " Had I thought of bolting him 

into &ome pla.:e when we reached Logroiio tbe 
fint time, ~ther he ~r I would have been 

incessantly wandering about the country to come 

to Galicia to eat pilchards, drink bad wine, and 

run our necks into a halter." 

"Roque," cried his master, "for God's sake 

~ me out of this den. My services may be 
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•anting somewhere 'e]se. You have· now kept 

me here a whole week, and 'I know Qothing of 

what has happened to the General since his iliri
val at Coruiia." 

' ·" Things which you can neither controul nor 

mend," said Roque ; " it matters little whether 

you know them or not. · As for your services, 

qobody wants them,' and 'tis better for you to 

be where you are." 

"But, sirrah! I will stay here no longer,'' 

cried his master, striking the door with his 

foot. 

· "Don't you make a noise, I beg of you," 

tmid Roque, in an author~tative tone, " 'tis bett~ 
you Should be our prisoner than the king's." 

"You are an insolent rascal," said his master, 

cc·and I'll break ·a11 your bones for you, the first 

instant I oome out." 

" I'll take good care you don't come out in 

a hurry, though," returned Roque. 

· " And by what authority do you presume '? 
keep me here, and dictate to me as you do, you 

sooundrel?" 
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cc By my own sovereign will," answered Roque, 

" which you must also know I can enforce." 

" Is there any wretch more unfortunate than 
I am ? Persecuted by the whole world, must I 

endure also the impertinence and tyranny of a 

servant ? -By heavens you shall rue your inso

lence, traitor and slave!" . 

" If you are persecuted it is your own fault, •• 

&aid his guard. "Nobody asked you to come 

to Galicia to play oft' the champion of liberty. 

Had you remained in that snug place in ~tu

rias, where you could fear neither king nor de-ril, 

it is certain you would not be in jeopardy, nor 

I a centinel at this d()()r. But since you have 

courted danger, you must bear with the conse. 

'luences." , 

" Well, Roque, I will allow you would have 

spent a pleasanter time of it in Asturias than in 

Galicia, and ate and drank to your heart's 

"content, which is all you seem to care about," 

said his master; "but, for heaven's sake let me 

out, and I promise you we shall immediately set 

oft' for 'fuiia -Come, you need not be afraid of 
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my .breaking. your head, I give you my word 
f'orit." 

This was indeed a bribe ; .but whether Roque 

had now taken a gu8to for playing the lord, OJ:' 

whether he really consulted his master's safety, 

both of which impulses might very well exist 

together,. it is certain he would not listen to any 
proposition that might suspend his functions. 

Accord.in~ly he assured his masterJ th~t the 
aearch made after him was very strict, and be 

must make up his mind to remain concealed till 

the storm had a little abated, which he hoped 

would be the case shortly, as the unfortunate 

Porlier had fallen a victim on that very day. 

This melancholy intelligence, Roque endea-

voured to preface in words which he meant t: 
ahould alleviate its bitterness ; but as he was 

rather unfortunate in the manner of executing 

his task, it produced the contrary efFect. Then 

his account of Porlier's last moments, too, was 

·given ·with all the minuteness of detail, in whic_h 

he was so fond of indulging, as well as with nume. 
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rous reSections of his o~ with which he 
invariably embellished his narratives. and which 

eould oot fail to render the sad news more 

painful to his sensitive master. 

After paying an abuDdant tribute of tears to 

worth and patriotism thus sacrificed, SandoVal 

burst out into bitter reproaches again~t his host 

and servant, for having kept him confined., whea 

he might have been employed in finding the 

means of preventing his friend's execution, which 

he, in his despair, thought might easily have hE>ell 

dooe, by a bold efFort at a rescue, from a fe:.. 

brave patriots.-" 'Tis only you and the host 

who are his MC!8ssins, ~ Said he, as be paced hur

riedly the room, " my vengeance shall fust fall 

on your beads, traitors and slaves that 1ou are ! 

rn tear your cowardly hearts from your~~· 

and cast them at the villains who have coin· 
I 

mandedthatpatriot's assassination! By heavens! 

let me see your mean faces once, and the world 

shall be rid of a couple of monsters far more hurt

ful than the tyrants who d~mineer over the land F 

·-- ·-- .. - --- 
---=---~~----" -- "- -- _.....,.,. 
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Of cour&e such . an insinuating discourse ns 

this, was not the most likely to produce .his 

release;. on the contrarj, Roque, who knew 

his master well, was of opinion that a confine

ment of a few days more, during which no com

munication ought to be held with' him, was the 

most efFectual way to cool his anger,. and bring · 

him to his Sf'Dses; " for," said he, " though 

they are greatly scattered, reflection will aid 

him in picking them up." · 

Th~s ·regimen prescribed, it was adhered to 

with scrupulous st~diness, and the ~sue proved 

the physician's skill and knowledge of· the 

disease. 

A few days after, when Sandoval's anger had 

so materially subsided, that Roque thought 

proper to resign the important post he had as

sumed, after exacting from him a promise that 

he would not show himself in public during 

the day-time, a letter arrived for our hero from 

his Correspondent at Logroiio, ·the con~nts of 

which we shall lay before our reader$. 

. VOL. IJ. Q 



-

SANDOV .AL ; o:a, 

" Logr~o? October lat, 1815. 

"MY DEU PuEND.-Agreeably to your 

wish, I write again to send you all the inf~ 

tion I have JM,en able to collect on the subject 

whicb so deeply engages your tb.ougllts. . It 

would have been for me a real pleas~ had 
my new&. been of a more cheeriog .na~ ;~ but 

as this is not in my power, you must be content 

with my sincerest sympathy, and take things as 

Providence ordains them. 

" Having sought an interview with Rosa, 

who still continues at Don Antonio's hou~e, I 

found that the poor girl had been unable to see 

Gabriela alone, to deliver the Jetter you had 
sent for her. Consequently, I de~rmined to try 

.what I mysel( could do to serve -you, I con

fess I was much perplexed bow to act, for I 

had to tread on forbidden ground. However, 

I went often into the church of the cooven4 

and placed myself close by the grating, with the 

hope of fixing Gaoriela's attention, and by 

some sign intimate to her t~ I had something 
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t.o impart, after which, I thought I might trust · 

to her own in~uity to find out the nJeans Qf 

·procuring me a~ interview; but a difficulty 

.arose, whioh rendered the experiment in some 

:degree hazardous. In casting a rapid glance at , 

the two 6les of nuns who composed the com

munity, I was puzzled to discover the object of' 

my quest; for I had seen her but twice or 

thrice previou~ to her entering the convent, and 

the uniformity of dress, together with the altera-

1ion whic!I the attire makes in the features, ren

dered my imperfect knowledge still more uncer

tain. My eyes often fixed themselves on a 

young nun, who was the last but one among 

the novices. The air of meekness and fervent 

devotion that riveted her eyes to the ground, 

without permitting them to be lifted once during 

her orations, and the resignation observable in 

her pale countenance, seemed to indica~ that it 

was Gabriela. Still I had my doubts, for I 

could hardly conceive how so gentle and pure a 

being should stand in need of that fervour, that 

intensity of devotion, that abstraction from 

Q~ 
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earthly things, in which she seemed plunged, 

and which more pecaliarly belonged to. those 

who had given up· all thoughts of re--appearing 

on the stage of the world; a resolution which, 

knowing her alfection for you, I had some pain 

in believing she could have formed. 

~' J n rising from the ground, though th~ 
general outline of her shape was concealed by 

the scapulary, I thought I could see in her 

light and slender figure, and in her deportment 

full of grace and dignity, som~ further indies.. 

tions that led me to believe it could be no other 

.than Gabriela herself. The melancholy sof~ness 

of her pale countenance, that threw over her 

oval· face and delicate features an inexpressible 

charm, and the brilliancy of her large dark 

E'yes, .convinced me at last of her identity. I 

left the church, my ~ind much struck with this 

sainted beauty, certain tltat it was your beloved 

mistress, but a little apprehensive for you, lest 

the nuns had actually made a proselyte of her. . 

"Next day I returned, and did all I could 

to attract her attention ; ·but so completely w• 
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she wrapt up in her meditations, that I failed 

in my endeavours. On the following day a fit 
of coughing seized me, and she looked for the 

first time towards the place I occupied. Im
mediately I seized the moment, and made a sign 

w her with my hand, wl1ich. howev~r, she did 

not observe; but having now found the means 

of.announcing myself, on the following morn

ing the fit seized me, and she persisting in not 

looking towards me, my cough grew eonsi-
. deraqly worse, till I succeeded in giving her to 

understand that her eyes alone could soften its 

inveteracy. The first time she observed it, her 

pallid cheeks assumed ~ most vivid rose colour, 

and her eyes were cast down for a long half 

hour; but then they turned themselves towards 

.me of- their. own accord. I did not neglect to 

shew her th~ letter; her cheek became more 

flt~shed than 'the first time, and I observed her 

eyes wander a.bout in such a manner as indi.. 

cated the agitation of her mind. It was impos

sible for her to mistake my purpose. An elderly 

man, drel16ed in a peasant's attire;· could not be 
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himself the IW8in ; be must be a messeoger, 

and his meuage-fl'OQl whom could it come but 

from you? 

'' Thus, doubtless, she reasoned ; but I saw 

by her agitation, that she had no means in bel' 

power to procure me an interview, or even an 
opportunity of delivering the letter. Conse

quently I lost no time in seeking the means 

myself, and after various deliberations hit upon 

one which appeared to . me the best, and which 

certainly· succeeded beyond my expectations. I 

bad Qbserved that the apartments of the de

mandadera• of the convent were so placed that 

one could liave access to them at any time ; and 

besides, looked into an interior yard of the oo~ 

vent. As events might render it necessary for 

me to ·introduce myself into it, to ·explain to, 

and receive explanations from Gabriela, a visit 

to the demandadera ·was indispensable, and I 

went immediately to her lodging. 

" To give you an idea of what these women 

• A female eervant of the nunnerieS. 
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are, I shall transcribe here the little dialogue I 

held with her. ' Ave Maria Purissima,' ex~ · 

claimed I, as I entered her abede. 

" 'Sin pecado eotaeebida,' was the answer. · 

" ' May ·I, sister, ·beg a favour of you, if it 
should not interfere with your duties·?' 

" ' Speak, brother, and I'll tell you.' · 

" ' I bring a letter for a young lady of the 

name of Doiia Gabriela Lanza, which I wish 

should be delivered to her without the know~ 

ledge of the m~ther abbess, or of any one· 

else.' 
" ' And what does that letter con'tain . which 

requires· such extraordinary precautions as render 

it a sin for me to deliver it? I wager it is no-· 

thing good,' said she with. a malicioua .smile, 

and then added, 'besides, it is the last penon, 
to whom I would dare to . convey a message ; . 

for Father Lobo-you know Father Lobo-baa. 

IGrltidden it under pain of exoommunieation.' . 
" Here she gave me a d~ of the steps 

taken by that wily monk to prevent . the least 

communication between Gabriela, and the world,. 
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to whiclt she added oumeroq& ~otes re
specting him aDd the 'ouoa,. not very creditable 

. to either; and, lastly, the whole history of her 
life, which I do not repeat, beeause I have no 

mind to indict ~ on you; but by which 

I found that an immoderate fondness . for ilat

tery, and a cupidity still more immoderate, were 

her ruling passiooa. I took care to profit by 

this knowledge, and gave her as much of the. 

fint as might have surfei~ a mind even ac

customed to the largest doses, and afterwards, 

pulling out my purse, and emptying its t!OD-. 

tents into my band, 1 took a gold dobloon 

and presented it to her. 'Here, aister,' said I,. 

' take this, for I see you are not fed like the 

mother abbess, and you look to me in want of a. 

new scapulary. At the same time, you are such 

a kind-hearted creature, that I know you will 

deliver this lettel' tO .Dona Gabriela unknown to 

any one, a thing as easy for you to do, as to 

gain one's good opinion.' 

"'Jesus! brother,' exclaimed she, her eyes 

dancing with joy at the sight ot the gold,- 'you 



.are such a flatterer, that there is no refusing 

you what you ask; but I must know fint what 

the letter contains.' 

" ' I cannot tell you, for this simple reason, 

-that I don't know it myself; but be sure, that 

another gold dobloon awaits you if you procure 

me an eswer to that letter.' 

~' ' You are so pressing, that I fancy I must 

obey you. well, then, retum this evening, and 

I pl~ge ·myself you shall receive an answer, or 

I un not worthy of being a demandadera.' 

" 'I see, .sister, that your prudence has been 

more than once put to the test, on little oeca
sions of this kind.' 

"'Bless your soul, I wish I had as many 

dobloons as l ~ve taken billet-doux from the 

community! Between yoU: and me, few, ex

cept the oovices and -very young nuns, are with

out their bit of a love ; but then, it is always 

with their confessors, preachers, and such saintly 

characters, and never with gay arid profane 

libertines. Even to-day my feet ache already 

QS 
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the di6erent convent&, but they are unprofitable 

enough for me. Would you believe that none 

Gf the fathers had the common civility to say, 
there is a real towards buying you a scapulary ? 

'Tis a fact ; but it is always so with those fat 

friars, who think of nothing but filling their 

bellies, and gratifying their appetites, without 

ever thinking, even as it were by mistake, Of 

rewarding our services. I wish to , God I bad 

always such cultomen aa yo11.' 

· " ' What ! notwithstanding the excommuni
cation ?• said I, as I wished her a good morn. 

mg. 

"' Even so,' she replied, looking· compla
. ceotly on the dobloon, 'for I'll take good 

care no one knows it, much less Father Lobo.' 

" Ah, my dear friend, what easy morality 

gold begets : If there were .in .the very bowels 

of the earth a dungeon, whose gates were 

• Complimentary errands and love ~~ 
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8Uarded · by mortals, gold woJJld ,.n cause 

them to be opened. 

" In sending your letter tO Gabriela, I took 

eaae to enc;lose one which I had written .appris.. 

iug her of the friendship that unites nt, and of 
your desire that she should grant me an inter
new. The answer which I received froQl her 
was couched, in language which. I found very 

clliJicult to understand. She talked of you as 

of a being who was still dear to her ; but who.te 

caprice and injustice · towards 'her had nearly 

driven her to despair, and induced her to yield 

at last to her mother's wish, and take the vow& 

that would consign her to the cloister for the 

:remainder of her days. What that injustice 

was, she did not explain ; indeed there was- a 

vagueness, nay a wildness of expression~ which 

tendered the whole almost unintelligible. From 

that, and several abrupt transitions from tender

ness to anger, I feared her mind had fallen a 

prey to some of those fatal influences with which 

the atmosphere of a convent is infected. After 

/ 
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much hesitation, however, she permitted me to 

find out the means of seeing her alone. 

" I went immediately to the demandadera •s, to 

ttj if I could prevail on bel' to allow me to 

draw out, during the night, the nails that fastened 

the· smau iron grate of tbe "·indow of her apart

meRts, and by mean8 of a rope ladder make my 

descent into the interior yard of the convent, 

to which access may be had by a door adjoining 

the cloister. 

"The demandadera, to enhance the favour, 

made a great many di.Siculties, but they aU 

gave way to the . eloquence of gold, and I in
formed. Gabriela of the success of my operati~ 

• entreating her, by the love you bore ~er, to 

meet me at the end of the cloister .on the follow

ing 'night at twelve o'clock. My request was 

granted, and an'hour before the time appointed• 

I took to my ~t, and rowed away to that 

part ·of tlie town where the convent is situated. 

· " Unfortunately a sentry had been posted on 

the quay where I intended landing, and I was 
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,com}lelled to take a .circuitou.s route, wbieh de.

:layed me at least half an hour. On reaching 

the convent, I found the demandadera true to 

her promise) and she admitted me into her apart

ment. Having fixed the ladder, I descended 

and walked towards the door that communicated 

with the tili,ister. I lifted the latcfJ., and push

ing the door gently, it opened. This was a 

proof that Gabriela had already been there. Not

withstanding the obscurity of the place, I did 

not hesitate to enter, and groped about in 

the dark, wliispering her name; but no one 

answered. In turning one of the angles of the 

cloister, I perceived the glimmerings ~f a light 

at the farthest end, and directed my steps. to- • ,. 

wards it in hopes of finding her there. As I 

passed along the colonade, feeling now on one 

aide, and then on the other, I touched some of 
the· statues of saints in their nicha I have never 

had many superstitious notions ; but I confess 

that the gloom of the · place, the deep silence 

that reigned around, which only the rustling of 

the leaves of some trees in the garden f>f the 
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.U, the fact of 6odiog myself in a COilVeD.t at 
auos, a aeriJege to which the inquisition would 

award ita choioelt torments, 6lled my imagiaa. 

tioa with a tbouaaDd vague terrol'& I continued, 

however, to advance towards the light, whose 
glimmeriogs now became more visible. It hung 

before a carved figure of Christ, as large· as life, 
the eyes of which followed me whether I moved 

right or left, and eeemed to forbid my intruding 

aay further. 

" At this IDOIDellt I heard cautious atept ad

vuciog toWards the place I had reached. I 

atopped a while to ascertain who was coming, . 

.00 beard diatinctly the footsteps of two persons. 
I hastened to hide myself behind obe ·of the 

coluDID8 adjoining the garden,. and to my utter 

.uprise and dismay, saw from thence Father 

Lobo, holding a lantem in one hand, and with 
the other leading ·by the arm your brother 

Fermin, who at every stt>p he made, shook ao 

violently that I thought he must have sunk to 

the earth. As they came opposite the crucifix, 
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Fetmin cast his eyes on it, and . exclaioled-" I 

.;... .go no further, father, ~t me go back, fol' 

God's sake.-See, see,. father~ he stares at me 

with angry •d rep~ullooks ! 

" ' Who does, foolish youth ?' enquired the 
~onk. 

" ' He who is on the cross. Ah ! I hear 

him talk ! What does he say ? Tell me, father, 

tell ·me.• 

" ' You are !bad,' said the monk. ' I com. · 

mand you to tarry not an instant, but follow 

· me.' 

"'I cannot, father, I cannot !-Hark! Ue 

says r am a monster of sin !-a fratricide ! -God 
of mercy ! he points, he points !-the gates of 
hell stand. open, I see the torments of the 

damnedr 

"At these worda ·I perceived him tremble 

violently, heave a deep ~n, and fall heavily 

on the stone floor. I could hardly tepresa die · 
impulse of rushing to his assistance, particularly 
when I heard the brutal monk say, ' cune the -

superstitious fool !' while end~avoUJina to · 
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raise his head from the ground, be let it Call 

again, finding he bad fainted away ; but the· 

danger of my own situation flashed across my 
brain, and I remained in my concealment, 

breathing painfully. 

" Meantime the monk paced about . the 
cloister uttering wrathful expressions agaiost 
the unhappy Fermin, who lay stretched on the 

ground, and cursing his own folly, for having 

brought him there, to run the risk of having all 
his plans discovered. Presently, however, he 

took Fermin's hat and fanned his .face, till he 

_saw him gradually recovering from his swoon. 

He then knelt one knee on the ground, and 

raising up his body supported it wit4 the 
other, entreating him to collect his sellies, and 

consider he laboured under a delusion-'.Am I not 

wi~ you,' add~d he, 'why then should you fear the 

wrath of Him who directs our actions? Are they 

net rightful andinnooent,-nay, worthy of his true 

aervtmts? Believe me he approves of them. More-

. over, Gabriela will listen favourably to your wishes. 

She begins now to see the sinfulness of her 
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former pAsaion, thanks to th~ good nuns, who 

have inceSll8.Iltly laboured to convince her of 

her errors. The time of her probation will 

soon. be over, and then you may confidently 

look forward to years of happiness; but, mean

time, the plan agreed to is indispensable, the 

better to ensure her affection.' 

'"Your ,words, father, are a balm to my 

wounded heart,' said Fermin faintly; 'but my 

conscience disapprove!!~ the selfishness that im

pels me to act contrary·to brotherly affection, 

and Christian charity. Is it right to sacrifice to 

my own passion that of my brof.her ?-Is it 

right to seduce from 'him the love of a woman 

who was his plighted spouse ?-ls.it right or 
• generous to take advantage of h.is misfortunes 

to press upon her my own suit ?-My conscience 

whispers-no ! though my heart would faio 
,persuade me to it.' 

"' And is it right,' cried the monk, to 

permit the pure, the innocent Gabriela, to 

become the prey of Satan, by encouraging her 

to ·persevere in nursing a passion pr~ant wi~ 

• 
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danger to the future salvation of her soul? 

Do you bout of being a Christian, and yet 
hesitate in making a sacrifice to which the 

finger of God is pointing ?-Shame on your 

weakD.ess, WOI'ldly youth.' 

" 'Alas, father, I could lay down my life 

without an instant's hesitation. But this aeema 

not a sacrifice to me, it is rather the treacherous 

deed of a masked assassin. It is stabbing a 

brother to the heart, whilst he slumbers in 
leCUiity.• 

" 'Time presses,' said the monk; 'resolve 

either to advance and match Gabriela from 

the grasp oC Satan. or retrace your steps, and 
link into irretrievable perdition. • 

"Fermin sighed deeply, and then rising 

said,-' To OW' trial, then ; and do thou, divine 

Christ,' (uplifting his joined harids to the cru

cifix) 'guide me through this dubious path, 

and enlighten my weak and fallible judgment. • 

''Saying this, they both proceeded -in the 

eame direction I bad just come, and ~ took the 

opportunity w re8ain. the cloiater. But whither 
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to direct my steps ? was the first reflection I 

made. To go back by the same way I came 

was to ex~ myself to meet the monk and 

Fermin. Besides, I was not quite certain I· 

should find the door through which I gained 

adt:Dittance. The wisest plan ~ppeared to be 

that I ahould see if there were not some other 

door leading to the yard. I then walked 

forward in search of it, . and in coming to 

another angle, observed a little door opening. 

into a long and narrow passage, lighted by a 

few lamps that hung from its vaulted roof at 

various distances. It immediately struck me 

that it must be the way through which Fer

min and the monk had entered, and by which. 

I might easily leave the convent. Full of this 

idea I entered the passage, and reached the 

other end Qf it, when I saw another door~ 

communicating with · the lower choir of the 

church. In entering it, I perceived by the 

:large lamp that burned iri the middle of it, 

that the little door, through which the new 

n~ are admitted, was . open. Rejoiced- ~· 

• 
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this discov~, I hastened to it, and soon after 

found myself in the nave of the church. I 

lost no time in proceeding to the principal 

entrance, but to my great disappointment . I 

found the door shut ; I tried the side one ; 

but it was oply to meet a second di&appoi~t-

ment. 

. " I now began for the first time to reflect on 

tl1e imprudence I had committed in penetrating 

so Car into the convent. I dared no longer 

retrace. my steps to the cloister, for fear or 

meeting the monk on his return ; but there 

was danger also in my remaining in the church. 

Uncertain how to act, . I stood leaning against 

oo.e of the pillars that support the upper choir, 

when. I heard the light and· hasty tread of some 

person above my head. I listmed with bteath

less anxiety, and my ear caught the. plaintive and 

broken sounds of a female voiCe. ·I could distia-

guish these words-~ Beset on every.sideby ene

mies, give me, oh divine Jesus I fortitude to beu 

. their repeated insults.. Friendless, and forsaken 

, by all the .world, be' thou my cumforter. Save .I 

I 



THE J'B.EEMASON. 

me from the snares of the wicked~ and from 

the latent and insiduous · suggestions of the 

~vii . spirit, since a cloister does ·not suffice to 

shelter me from evil machinations, nor the work

ings of my own passions.' 
"Thus far ·had the recluse proceeded in her 

prayer, when the footsteps of more than one 
. . 

person fast approaching, interrupted her, and 

I heat:"d .the tremulous voice of Fermin saying, 

-' Gabriela, forgive this second intrusion; I am 

wretched and distracted. I hardly know ,what 

I said to you j~st now ; but, believe, that in 

thus disturbing the quiet of your retreat, I am 

act1,1ated only by the purest motives. Heaven 

knows that your future welfare alone has urged 

me . to do and ~y that which everything the 

world contains, its pleasures, and its joys, could 

not have tempted me to.' 

" ' Enough, enough,' said Gabriela, ' I pity 

you, and believe you incapable of an evil 

thought. I wish I could say as much of 

others.' (Here I heard a pumph! and a stamp

ing of the foot, which if I am not mist.ak~n 
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proceeded from Fadler Lobo)-' But withdraw,' 

added she, ' and presu111~ not again to intrude 

into my seclusion. I must take time to reSect· 
·on what has fallen from your lips, and you shall 
then receive an answer.' 

"'Heaven bless you! Gabriela,'' said Fermin, 

as be retraced his steps, accompanied by those 

of the monk, both of which died gradually 

away upon my ear. Gabriela . f.,!leo continued 

praying fervently; but the idea that the monk 

and },ermin were probably on their way to the 

church, made me take the resolution of getting 

into one of the side chapels, to avoid being seen, 

and her voice became inaudible. Presently I 

heard their distant footsteps gradually approach

ing, and the creaking noise of the doors turning 

on their hinges, and, their locks fastening, till 

at last they reached the last door of the choir, 

which they al~ locked, proceeding afterwards 

towards the sacristy, from which I now recol

lected there was a door that led out ; but that 

too was shut soon alter, and I remained ·locked 

·in without the possibility of escape. 
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" In this unpleasant situation, I had no alter

native but to remain concealed where I was 

until morning, when the door of the church 

should be opened ; but on bearing still Ga.. 

briela's whispers, I thought. of profiting by this 

opportunity to speak to her. Accordingly, 

leaving my retreat, I hastened to that part of 

the church in front of the choir, where my voice 

could be ·best beard.-' Dona Gabriela!' whis

pered I as g;ntly as possible. 

"'Heavens!' exclaimed she, 'a voice calling 
me!' 

" ' Be not startled, it is Anselmo's;' 

" ' Profane man !• she cried, alter a little 

pause1 ' if it be you, let me say that this i.s not 

the place to talk to me. You failed in your 

appointment, though I suspect you meant to 

add fresh insults to those of him who sent you. 

God knows I did not deserve it at his hands ; 

and he, too, . knows that he wrongs me by his 

-unfounded suspicions. But since his wish is to 

be forgotten, tell him I'll do my utmost to obey 

-him, were my heart to break. in the attemp4 
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and that it will break he may be certain. Tell 

him so; it will be a consolation to him. Ob, 

my God ! could I ever have believed this of 

him.' 

" Her sobs now mingled so much with her 

words that I could not catch their meaning; 

but when I perceived. them abate a liule I 

tried to explain the motives that had delayed 

my arrival, and , the extraordinary mistake 

under which she laboured respecting your at:
fection towards her; but no aooner had I . 

mentioned your name, than she bid me not 

profan~ the place by uttering it again.-' I 
have his own words,' she added, ' and they 

suilice for me. I can say no more,~nay, I will 
say no more; and do not attempt again to dis
turb the little peace I enjoy, by intruding your 

presence or your letters upon me !' 

" Saying this she left the choir, and I remained 

perfectly bewildered at .what I had heard. 

"' As I do not know what you may have said 

in your letter to her, I cannot judge how far 

t~he is right iD thus giving vent to her indlgna. 

-~ .... .. ___ _ 
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tion, nor what other secret motives may urge 

her to express herself in terms of such deep 

aftliction and deSpair. From your letters to me, 

I suspect there is no foundation for anything of 

the sort; and that some deep laid plan of the wily 

monk alone has produced this strange and fatal 

change. I'll endeavour to discover it before my 

departure lor Madrid, which is now settled ; 

but meanwhile keep up your' spirits, and do not 

waste your time m useles8 regrets. Her afl'ec. 

tion for you seems to me unimpaired, whatever 

the monk may have done to crush it. There

fore, while this is the case, you ought not to 

give way · to despoDdency ; and recollect, that 

your father and your co~ntry' now more than 

ever, require your services, and the full use of 

your faculties. 

VOL. II. 

" Your sincerely attached friend, 

"ANSELHO." 

:a 



CHAPTEB. XIV. 

Ala I 'Us mont, Uld here I olt &lo-
Be otreac I!IJ ooul, ana part 1rithout a fl'O&D ! 
Ra5ano, proeeed I Adata'ne'er ohaD owene, 
Pre~ tile raek, aa.t otratn eacla achioc oene r 

2'M Compl41ft:l •. .b ..1~ Et!lolfU. 
GaaeoaY. 

THE peruaal_ of the fotegoing letter excited 
ha. SandoT&l's breast the most aDxious forebod

ings, ~g the final issue of th~ villaooue 
machinaljpns. set on foot by that most inveterate 

of all his enemies, the Friar Lobo ; but the DIOA . . 
distractiog thought for him was, the total im-

possibilifJ of hia immediate retum to Logrono, 
to prove to Gabriela, that, since his brother's 

explanation, he had never harboured or uttered 

the least compJaint against her, nor entertained 

the least suspicion. After torturing his mind 

"'~'~~=====-----------



I« houl'e together, ro deviae IOU1e plan ,by which· 

he might inform Gabriela of hia unaltered and 

unalterable attachment, he came to the resolution 

ol writing to Fermia, and mak.ing a forcible 

appeal to hi.s conscience, hooov, and brotherly 

affection. . This idea ~ thought a happy one, 

far his brother's heart was always alive to geae

rous impulses; and his eenae of justice and 

principle was tQ() great to saerifice to his own 

passions, the happiness of one whom he so ten

derly loved; he, therefore, lost no time in writing 

to him a letter, in which his feelings were patheti

cally displayed, nery eaergy of his sow being . 

beDt on producing the deepest impres.Bo:o. 

Having fulfilled this task to his 6Btisfaction, 

he turned in his mind what he was to do next. 

Tlie exeeutioli' of Porlier had been followed by . 

numerous arrests. New searches were making 

every day, ta discover· the rest of the fugitives, 

and it was not improbable that he might himselt 

fall into the hands of his enemies, were he to 

continue a resident in that city. To avoid this, 

·he resolYed to depart for Madn~ where he waa 

Jl, ~ 
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dlore likely to eacape the enquiries made after 

him. Having formed this resolution, be liberally 

rewarded his patriotic and faithful h<?St, and 

taking an afFectionate leave of him, set off on his· 

journey, accompanied by his trusty aquire, in 

. the same disguise as they bad used on coming· 

to Galicia. 
During their long and tedious journey, nothing 

occurred that may desene honourable mention 

in our narrative, their simple mode ol travelling. 

preventing the suspicions which they would · 

otherwise have raised. 
Having left bebiDd them the lofty hills, and 

deep valleys ol Galicia, the former crowned with 

oak, walnut, cbesnat, and hazel trees, an~ the 

latter so generally well cultivated, picturesque, 

and beautiful, producing abundance of wheat 

and oats, maize, millet, flax, hemp, I>uJae, 
lem.ODS, appl~ and other fruits, and in some 

places vine, our two travellers entered the king· 

dom of Leon; more level and fruitful than 
Galicia, though somewhat less cultivated ; but 

containing a great number of beautiful fields, 
' 

-- ·-·~--------
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good pasturages, large fertile valleys, which pro• 

~uce a quantity of pin, wheat, barley, wine, 

Sax, vegetables and good fruits. Its m~taint 

are also covered with trees of different kinds, 

and co~tain mi~es. of iron, copper, lead, mineral 

waters, &c. while in its meadows pasture a great 

number of mules, famous tbrougbout the king~ 

dom,as well *s sheep and black cattle. On quitting 

ibis province, ther entered the wide extending. 

plains of Castile, with the agreeable feelings of 
those who breathe again the air of their native 

.eoil.-" Thanks to heaven." said Roque, "thM 

. we have got ·clear of those eternal mountains, 

fit to be inhabited only by ·'WiJd cats, foxes, 

wolves, Asturians .and Galicians. We shall 

hear no mor~ of their jargon, nor. live upon the 

contents of the pote, nor drink execrable wine, 
nor eat ·rye bread as brown as the face of a 

Portuguese, nor their so much boasted IndiaR 
' com cakes, and chesnut puddings, . nor their 

messes of boiled potatoes, beanS, and lard. Give 

. wne the pure Castilian, the snowy bread, and 

sparkling wine of these fine plains, abundance 
"" . 



of 11.voory ruben and eggs, sauaages aud black 
puddings, a tender weJ.l..baked lamb, or a turkey, 

aod above all, the substaRtial oll4 podrida, with 

f!!llety necessary ingredient to solace the stomach 

of an honest c~ which is enjoyed by every· 

body here. Here, too, we may eat without ·being 
watched at nery morsel we take, and without 

•Y hints about the great ~ty of tboae thin~ 
aod the oecessity of sparing them; on the oon

bvy, we may cram our mouth~ throats, and 

ltDmachs till we swell like wiDe skins, and still 

the honest folks will press us to eat on till we are 
fit te bunt.,. 

These plaiDs, howeftr, are Taried by a long 

ebain of mountains which extends throughout 

Castile, and separatea1t from the other provinces. 

'Jhe eelebrated Humboldt, in his Personal Narra

tive, ays, that wbea be travelled through them 

ill his way from Madrid to Corona, he found 

them every way bereft of vegetation~ waste, and 

• It is a custom amq tbe Caa&ilian peasantry to aor. 
their guests as a proof of their hoapitalit1 and politeDaa. 
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barren ; and this too, extraordinary aa it may 
'appear·to those who have visited that prorince, 

in the month fJf May, when even the most 

ateri.le districts prese1,1t ·a verdant and animated 
tight. But we suppose, that, as ia the case in 

more instances than one, this famous traveller, 
either took a long nap from the moment he en
tel:ed Castile till he reached Galicia, or elae he 

.., the country through the eyes ?f eomebody 

ebe, which be, now aod then, does not find much 
scruple in doing • 

. The high and difficult pass of Guadarrama, 

--& branch of the mountaius that eeparate Old 

aad New Castile--being now left behind by oor 

travellers, they hailed the numberless towers and 
steeples and glittering croeses on their tops, that 
grace the capital of Spain, with almost aa rap
turous feelings as the compaDiona of Columbus 
did the New World . they were in aeareh of, wben 
it firet bunt upon their sight. 

· As Madrid baa been too often deecr:ibed, we 

hope ourreadennrill ecmaiderthemaelvesunder DD 

.all obligation to us, if. we abatain from gi'rins 

'• 



• 

, 

S68 : SA.NDOV A.L; OB, 

them an exact account of the numerous chu~s · 

and public places it contains, with an accurate 

. description of the height of their col~ 

porticos, domes, windows, doon, and other 

interesting particulan!, which every good tra

veller never fails to enumerate, and with which· 

we might easily adorn these pageS. . But .as our . 

limits will not permit it, we spare our readers , 

the infliction, and will proceed to give them an 

idea of the state of atfairs in the society of whicll 

our hero waa a w9rthy member. 

Immediately ~r their arrival at Madrid, 

our t~vellers ~m~ their ordinary dreaa, 
and took up their quarters at the house of & 

liberal lady, an old acquaintance of Sandoval's 

father, who received the son with the tender · 

solicitude of a mother, and the. warmest demon. 

strations of unfeigned friendship and aft'ection. · 

Being thua happily settled, he lost not an instant 

in looking out for his, friend Anselmo~ whom·. 

·he rightly supposed to be now at Madrid, aad · 
for those comrades of his. with whom· he waa. 
connected by a similarity of principles and \bet 
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1ies of Ill880D;ic confraternity. The reeepdon he' 

met with from them was as cordial as the ex- . 

ertions he had made to ensure the succesa of 
their cause,. and the warmth and sincerity of 

bis patriotisln entitled him to expect ; but this 

•tistaction was not a little damped by · the · 
ebeck which his sanguine expectations, .respect

ing the progress of their association, received 

from the news he D.ow heard for the 6rat 

time. 

The lodge, which . bad been established at 

Madrid a few months before, and which was 

to have been · the great nucleus of Spanish 

Freemasonry, had· received a blow, which 

threatened the most ·· serious results to its ul

timate success. A secular friAr, who inhabited 

the house where tile meetings were held, in · the · 

capacity of servant, having 'become an object 
· of suspicion to the government, was one day 

pursued by some. police . officers int~ the said 
house, the apartments of which were carefully 
·searched, and the existence of the lodge dis
covered.· Fortunately the papers seized on this 

aS 
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oeraeim were too vague and unimportant fdJ 

produce all the milcllief which they ~ 

had they been of a dif"fftllt nature.; but they 
led to ~ arrest ol .everal useful members aC 

the ~atioo, and to · that of it& preeid-, 
Don Domingo de ]a vega, who autered horribly 

ia cooaequenee of the diaoovery. Tbis . un
toward eveot had alarmed the other memben 

f4 the aociety, and paralyzed for a time the 

l&boun which had been commenced to give it 

force and regalarity • 

. Tbinga beiDg ia this state when SaDdonl 

~ tbe capital, he urged its immediate 
reorganization with 10 muc:h energy, that the 

measure was at last ~lved upon, and be 

'WU entrust,ed :with several important oom

milaions, which obliged him to abient himaelt' 
from the capital for weeks together. In 

these excursions, generally directed to those 
tDWDs where it was thought proper to establish 
a lodge, he went always provided with good 
:NCOIDDlen~ati~ for some af ~ principal 
illhabitants, who either belonged to the aoclety~ 

\ 
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cw were known as men of liberal principlea; 

His. duty was to feel his ground with caution 

and sagacity, find out persons ·to whom the 

8eCI'et might be confided, and afterwards con
voke, with every imaginable precaution, some of 

the principal ID4!l>ns to a meeting, which in
variably opened with the labours and f'ormali• 

CdiDmon to lodges of the first ran\. These 

were followed by a · disco~ more or lea~ 

animated, bold or mysterious, according as he 

judged prudent, in which some flattering hopes 

for the future Wt're held out, and which pre-, . 
pared the audience to take a solemn oath never 

to reveal the seeret, that such a ~eet,ing had 
taken plaee, nor anything wlrlch had been 
aaid or might be iaid tbere, even should aity 
member disagree about it. This oath onoe 

.taken, he proceeded to give an account of the 
establishment of this new masonic institute, of 

its statutes, regulations, &c. ; but taking great 

care never to hint the place in which it existed, 

or the l)&llles of those who composed it. Every 

m&n ~ho attended the meeting was free to take · 



~he oath of adherence, . amoug the ·. vari0111f 

olauaea of which there was oil~ that enjoined 

an i~ hatred lo tyf'a""'!J. On the 
other hand t~ first word used in the .r~ 

riaatton• was that· of Regenerotion, which wu 
thought of itselC sufficient to predispose the 

minds of the elect in favour of liberty. There 

was also. a tendency to it in the written com

munications which he made, but 10 carefully 

worded, that no important inference could be 

drawn from it, the regulations expreesly for

bidding · ~e introduction of political ~attent 
into their proceedings. The object of d1is 
probibitioa, however; was rather· to guard 

against a surprise, or the pe~y of a spy, who 

might get admittance into the -society, than to 

reduce the minds of its members to ~ forma 
of a pure liturgy. 

The greate8t care was enjoined by the aoci.ety. 
with respect to the admission of a new mem-

· • A word u~d by the Spanish maaoaa to expresa the 
admission· and initiation or members. their organisatioa 
into lodges, &c. 

l 
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ber to ·the participation of the secret ; and 
Sandoval, aware that upon this depend,ed . the 
fate of numerous individuals, was scrupulous to 

the. highest degree, the precautiona he observed 

jn this respect being proportioned to the 

atate of the nation and nature of its govern.. 

ment. In a country where reli!tion was made 

an engine of political persecution, and where 

ita ministers held the most absolute dominion 

' over the minds of the generality of people, 

the liberals could never be too cautious in the 

measures they . adopted to iiicrease their mem

bers, and gain the strength necessary to carry 

their plans into execution. It would • be im

possib,le to detail the obstacles op~ by the 

clergy to the efforts of their undaunted ad

versaries, who, notwithstanding the · numerous 

and fatal checks they had received, continued 

with unabated ardour in the work of emanci

pation. 

Some months after the dissolution of the 

Madiid Lodge, a patriotic individual of the 

name of Beramendi formed the plan of esta-
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hliahing ·at Granada a G~d Orient, in order 

to straiten the ties . of union among the 

Tllrious masons of the Peninsula, and labour 

in concert f'or the completion of their ·great 
work. Several drcumstances favoured the first 

.-ps towards this projecL The Marquis de 
Tepa, a young_ nobleman, well known for his 

liberal principles, induced his brother Count 

Montijo, at that epoch Captain General of that 

province, to co-operate with him and bit. friends 

in establishing the Grand Orient in that city.

For this purpose it was necessary to obtain a 

knowledge of all the existing lodges throughOut 

Spain, ·and open a correspondence with tb~ 
all, which they succeeded in doing by the 
readiness with which every one of them entered 

into the plan, so that in a few months afterwards 

the Grand Orient was ~tablished in due fOrm. 

The principal members who composed it were 

Don Carlos Beramendi, the Marquis of Cam

po'\'erde, Don Jose Gonzalez, who acted as . 

. secretary, the Count Montijo, the Marquis 

de Tepa, Don }'~ndo Infante, and seTeral 

\ 



'l'BE FU'.EMASON. 876 

other distinguished personages. But there wae 

enotller in,dividual, whose co-operation added 

greatly to the credit and strength of the party; tbie 
was Don Juan O'Donoju, who had obtained the 
highest degrees and reputation in ·this,. society, 
during the time . of the Constitution, though 

Qll Ferdinand's retum, be adhered to· the royal 

party. 
The formation of this society consisted in 

the establishment of a masonic authority purely 

national, with all the nt!CeS8arJ departments ·and 

eections to direct the individual efforts of the 

patriots towardsth(l same great end, It soon be
came a point of qnion with the party, who till the~~ 

lJad been dispersed without order, regularity, 

strength, or confraternity. Meantime, however, 

those of Madrid were labouring hard to reorgan

ize themselves, and no ~ner had they succeeded 

in this than they spread the regularization through

out the kingdom, with astonishing rapidity. 

The lodge of the capital became then the centre 

· f1 communication, and that of Granada remained 

wly with the masons of the two Andaluzias. 
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At this epoch too an unfortunate accident 

happened to the latter, which nearly laid open 

all their projects to their enemies, and obliged 

them to renounce the direction of the under~ 

taking in favour of those of Mad_rid. As the 

particulars of this affair are in a great measure 

connected with the future operations and history 

of our hero, and as, moreover, they are romantic 

in themselTes, and will give an excellent idea of 

this epoch, and of the &allguinary character of 
}'erdinand and his friends, we will give them 

here in full ; though, perhaps, the severer critic, 

who adheres to rules so firmly as some friends 

of ours, advocates of the old regime, to their 

pig-tails, may deem our manner of introducing 

the subject an innovation. 

Colonel Don Juan Van Hallen, president ·of 

a lodge estAblished at Murcia, under the im,me

diate auspices of that of Granada, and a man 

not overstocked with prudence; though of suffi

cient address to fill satisfactorily the post as

signed to him by the society, made a journey to 

Ronda, where he became acquainted with a inan 

• 

l 
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of the name of Don Antonio Calvo, who repre
sented himself as a liberal, though in fact he 

was only a spy . . Here he left buried in the 

nouse of another person a bundle of papers ~ 
latiqg to the society. Calvo, though not an 

initiated mason, became acquainted, through Van 

Hallen's indiscretion, with more than it waa 

prudent he should hav~ known ; and no SQODe.r · 

bad the colonel returned to Murcia, than hia 

treacherous friend disclosed to the ecclesias

tical authorities of Granada everything he had 

learned, and whatever else his own imagination 

made hiln suspect. 

The clerical party, who only wanted a p~ 

text to gratify their views of vengeance, caught 

at this information with eagerness, and directed 

Calvo to proceed to Murcia under some pretext 

or other, in order to discover more of the secret, 

and obtain some £act or document which might 

enable them to increase the list of victims. This, 

Calvo accomplished beyond their most sanguine 

~xpectations, and the result was, that the In .. 

quisition obtained possession of ~e paper:s left 

•• 

--



b1 Van Hallen at Bonda, and of some lett.ert 

tfven by him to Calvo on his return to Ronda, 
(when his commission bad been terminated,) 

which were addressed to IIOtDe of the mMODa 

olGranada. .• 
The Inquisition now lost no time either in 

~ Van Hallen, or in throwing into the 
dw.geons· of the Holy Oftlce almost all the 

masons of Murcia, and those of Granada, whose 

names were in any way hinted at in Van Hal

len's letters. 

The documents aeized on this oocaaion w~ 
ol the highest importance to the society, and lA 

m alarming nature to government, whose fears 

'!ere roused still higher by some letters of 

General Torrijos, (which, however, bore no sig

nature) found among other papers taken from 

Van Hallen. The inquisitors of Murcia now 

proceeded to take from the latter the ~ 

dal-ations that were to place them in posaeesion 
of the whole plot; but their prisoner, who was 
eeldom without resources, bad planned a stra

tagem by which be hoped to disappoint the ex. 



.pectations « his enemies, ~nd refused to explain 

the. mysterious conteots of his papers, unleaa h_e 
was permitted to do eo to the king himaelt. 
The inqUisitors, unable to prevail on him, either 

by prayers or threats, informed Ferdinand of 

Van Hallen's determioation, and his majesty 

having agreed to receive his disclosures, the 

piloner was sent to Madrid under a strong 

eacort. 

On his arrival at the capital, Ferdinand im. 
mediately sent one of his confidential friends to 

aft to the bottom the secrets of the prisoner ; 
but Van Hallen, who imagined it would be 

an1ch easier for him to deceive Ferdinand than 

any of his oommiaaioners, wrapt himself up in 
mystery, (which by the bye was one of his cha

racteristics) dropped some alight indications 
which might excite the king's curiosity, and 

did not neglect to feign an unbounded afFection 

towards the royal person. The favourite co~ 
tier, on the other hand, endeavoured with an 
the art of a man skilled in the cunning devicett . 

I 

ol hia post, to induce him to Dllike a full an4 
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open decWation of all he knew, the better to 

eDSUre &he clemency of hia royal master; he 

8attered him with the hopes of future rewards, 

Day, of enjoying the Icing's friendship, and 

sharing the favours in which he himaelf parti
cipated. But for once, at least, he found his 

match in Van Hallen, who, a." if penetrated with 

gratitude for the kind manner he treated IUm, 
overwhelmed him with protestations of friend. 

ship, and engaged him in a eonvenation of 

eeveral houn, during which many apparent 

mutual eoofidences pas&ed between them, and 

aeveral little aecre~ of no import were diacloaed, 
in one of which, ~wever, the eourtier assured 
Van Hallen that he himself had belonged to 

the society, and had still an uncommon fondness 

for them all. At laat the courtier retired aa 

wiae as when he entered, but took leave of the 

prisoner in the ID06t afFectionate manner, oft'«;r- · 

ing to employ hia mediation with · his royal 
master, and leaving him an abundance of 

Havaru;ua segan to smoke away the duJlneas of 

biB confinement ; while Van Hallen squeezed 
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out a few tears; and protested he was ready to 

throw himse~ at his majesty's feet, give any 

explanation that might be wanted, and do every

thing in his power to obtain the good graces ot 
royalty. 

This visit, which produced no ef'ect what

~er, was followed by others equally fruitless, 

Van Hallen persisting in his resolution of hav

ing a personal interview with the king, who, on 

his part, wa:s very reluctant to grant it, as he 

laboured under the apprehension that some per

sonal injury was meditated. His fears, how

ever; were ov~rcome by his favourites, ~bo, 
impressed with the necessity and importance of 

6.nding the clue to this mighty. conspiracy, 

thought they could not fail to procure it by 

granting Van Hallen's request. It was, there- , 
fore, agreed that he should be introduced to 

the king's private apartment, and that the same 

courtier who had held these conferences with· 

the prisoner should be presen~ both to watch 

the motions of . Van Hallen, and assist IUs· 



-jesty in goiag tbrough their investigatioa 

with kliiL 
The night aod hour iWd for this interview 

bUg arrived, the courtier went in his carriage 

to the Inquisition, and took Van Hallen to the 

palace. On their arrival there, the former led 

the way through various private puaages to the 
kings cabinet, where they found him alone, 
waiting impatiently for their arrival. Dissimu.. 

lation is a quality possesaed by most cowanls, 

ad conaequantly Ferdinand received Van Hal

len with every appearance of con6.dence and 

funiliarity. He requested him in his ~ 

uocouth way to sit down, and tell him openly· 
everything he knew. Van Hallen, convinced 

he had to gratify the expectations raised in the 

king's mind, as also to respect the honour that 

bound him to keep the secrets of the 8ssocia.. 
tion, employ~ the mo&t ingenious stratagems, 

tortuous ways, and mysterious words, pro. 

nounced with emphasis, an abundance of ao

phisma and subterfuges ; in a word, every means 
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which his sagacity could suggest to bewilder the 

icing's mind, ~oo contincing him was o,ut of 

the question. Impressed besid~ with the idea 
that Ferdi~d would catch at frivolities. aad 
be satisfied with words only, Van Hallen, who 
possessed astonishing volubility, poured out 

feeely and rapidly the whole. of the accoum 

which he had framed to explaia the enigmas of 

the papers which had been. seized from him, . 
$!ding a circumstantial histoJ:y of hie own Iu., 
ti:om. his earliest infancy t.o the m~t of his 
arrest, to withdraw their attention from the ' 
principal topic. This plan, with which he ex
pected to co~e o1F·triumphaotly, did not at all 
auswer. V 81J. Hallen, then, perceiving his ~ 

take, and , having hear.d t.hat Ferdinand, while 

ltJXuriating at V alen~ay, had been accepted a 

Dl$0D, expatiated on the excellence and p~ 

lanthropy of freemasonry, little dreaming that 

Ilia benevolent brother's sole wish was to obtain 

a few thousand respectable names, to have the 

pleasure of exterminating ·them all at a swoop. 

Ferdinand and his confident, convmced now · 
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' ·that their Dian . wouJd not ape.ak ou.t what be 

lmew, quettibned aud requestioned him about 

his accomplieeR, the extent of their plo4 aad 

object ·of. their plans ; but he, like the fca 

dOeely pursued by a couple of hounda, whirled· · 
about, bounted., run round and round, stopped, 

and bolted in every possible direction where . . 
there wu a chance. oC ·escape. At last, the 

" twa dogs," who saw the fruitlessness of their 
chace, if it continued as hitherto, endeavoured 

to obtain by tbre6ts and terror what good words 

and prayers had n,ot produced. This p1ao, 
however, was still· less sucicessful; and it~ 

resolved between them that the prisoner should 

be reconducted. to the Ioq~tion, which was 110 

10011er ll&id than done. The courtier, who also 

accompanied him back, urged him in the lll06t 

pressing words to reveal· the secret, arul accom

plices of the plot, as otl,.erwiee the most horrible 

fate awaited him. Van Hallen, whose mind 

now exhausted and bewildered with so much 

cavilling, wished to gain time to explore new

:resourc;es, requested to be allawed to state by 
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writing in a more clear .and orderly manner all 

he had wished to e¥plain before the king. This 

being granted him, he was left for some days 

unmolested, in the gloomy repose of a dungeon; 

where, according to his promise, -he· wrote a 

long memoir, purporting to explain the whole 

conspiracy, and ·which in reality contained only 

an account of his own life, and a few pompous 

indications re8pccting the plot, which seemed 

rather to excite than gratify curiosity. Fer

dinand, convinced now that the ordinary mild 

mea~s would never induce the prisoner to dis

close the secret, removed his protecting arm, 

and the victim remained at the complete mercy 

of the members of the tribunal of blood, in the 

prisons of which he was immersed. 

Before the judges of this tribunal Van Hallen . 

was conducted to give his declarations. The 

charges brought against him were of the most 

serious nature. The fact, however, that he 

belonged ttl the mason~ society was what his 

jadges deem~d most "triffiog, their inquiries 

being chiefly directed to the formidable con-

VOL. II. 8 
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spiracy to overtum the present order of things, 
to the members who constituted the Graod 

Orient, and to the letters of Torrijos, in which 

&Ome glimpses of the storm that was gathering, 

aad which threatened to burst, were' discernible. 

Van Hallen's answers to these different questions 

did not satisfy the Inquisitors ;-they wished 

for victims to quench their thirst for blood, and 

he gave them words only ;-they then had 

recourse to remonstrances, but they remained 

unheeded ;-they cam~ at last to threats, and 

they found him equally inflexible. '£be coun

tenances or. the judges now assumed their most 

stern aspect ; their language was also harsher ; 

every look, every word, every motion of theirs, 

indicated that some violent measure wa~? on the 
point of being adopted, and Van Hallen per- · 

ceived at last, that he was amongst irreconcilable 

enemies.· Immediately after this examination, he 

was. sent to a diiferent dungeon from that which 

he previously occupied. It was one of those 
subterraneous caves, where the unhappy man 

who is immured is almost compelled to suppose 
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that the order of nature has been disturbed, 

that its movements have suddenly ceased, that 

those luminaries, which . spread light and splen

dour over the universe, have all?gether dis

appeared from it, and that no one but himself, 

the judges, the executioner, and the poisonous 

and impure rep~les by which he is constantly 

tormented, have remained on the face of the 

earth. 

Here, as he was one night reclining on hill 

chains, pondering over the . wretc~d situa

tion to which he was reduced, recalling to his 

mind, with the minute accuracy of a pri~mer, 

even the most insignificant remembrances of- his 

infancy, and preparing an infinity of answers to 

the questions that might be put to him, previous 

· to the tortures that were certain to follow them, 

the fearful and terrific creaks of huge bolts 

drawn aside, waxing more clamorous as the 

furthest doors which secure the entrance of those 

sepulchral abodes were left behind,_ fell on his 

startled ear, like the sounds· of muflled drums 

on that of the unhappy soldier who has forfeited 

s2 
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his life to the ofFended laws of the field. At 

length, amidst the darkness which night and day 

reigned iR his dungeon, be beard two persons 
approach him, and while the one held his arms 

fast, the other unlocked the chain that pinioned 

him to the wall; after which be was conducted 

in sile'.rce through a labyrinth of dark subte~ 
neous passages to a room, which though still -• 

involved in obscurity, he suspected to be that in 

which the victims of the tribunal undergo the 

dreadful agonies of a cruel death. Here, how

-ever, his eyes were bound, and · he was led to 

another room, which proved to be the chamber 

of torment ; but the description of which he 

could• not give,· as the bandage over his eyes 

was never taken ofF. He, however, observed, 

that on entering it, he mounted a few steps to a 

pJatform, where he was stripped naked to the 

waist; after which they extended his arms, and 

placed under each arm-pit a ·sort of forked stick 

or crutch, lined with cloth, and thick enough to 

support any weight·; the right arm was then 

bent, and fastened t~ghtly to the crutch, and the 
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left, which remained ·horizontally extended, u 

well as the hand and fingers, was locked into a 

sort of iron case, lined inside, and not unlike 

the gaundet and bracelet of the ancient armour, 

but fitting so close, that there was not a bair's 

breadth between the case and the limb. . This 

gaundet, doubtless formed a part of, e com

municated with another machine, the use of 

which we shall shortly explain. . Meantime, the 

platform on which the victim stood was sud

denly withdrawn from under his feet, and be 

remained suspended by his armpits on the two 

crutches. 

l11 this state he heard the voice of one of his 

judges, who, atre'r a mock .apology in the n8me 

of the tribunal, for the unfortunate situation to 

which he had brought himself, announced t() 

him that the holy office, having till then fruit

lessly employed the mild a~;td lenient means, 

recommended by the most merciful of sove

reigns, to induce him to confess all his crimes, 

were now on the point of taking the· rigorous 

measures used with pertinacious and refractory 
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ainners; but that the door to elemeney · wa 
atill opeo, provided he would but abjure his 

former errors, make a candid avowal of all he 

bew, and give up ~he names of all his ~ 
plices. He then entreated him to answer frankly 

and sincerely the following questions--whether 

he waa a freemaaon-who were the heads of 

that sect in Spain-who was the author of the 

letters which had been seized upon him-what 

was the nature of the conspiracy against the 

throne and the altar, specifying with clearness 

everything that might giTe a complete idea 

of the objects, means, proceedings, penons, 

&c. .&c. 
Van Hallen, notwithstanding the painful and 

dangerous situation in which he stood, and the 

idea of the tortures which might follow his 

actual sufFerings, endeavoured to accommodate 
.his answers ao that they should satisfy his 
judges, and compromise none of his friends. 

The Inquisitors, however, found them unsat:is. 

fac*<Jry, and they ordered the officer entrusted 

with the torture to do his duty. This con. 

1 
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sisted in turning a wheel, (the movement of 

which must 'necessarily have been waduated) 

which communicating with the gauntlet, t'!fisted 

the arm gradually round.. At each of these 

turns the movement ceased for a little while, 

keeping the arm in the position to which it had 

been brought, and the Inquisitors insisted on 

having direct answers to their questions, and 

tedoubled their threats, but alwa!s with that 

clerical aWeciation of compassion and civility, 

whicli of all the wounds inflicted on a victim, 

whose heart meantime is bleeding within him, 

is the most dreadful. His answers were now 

rather more firm and decisive than at the begin

ning, and his cruel and exasperated executioners 

· continued ordering the wheel to. be turned . 

.Van Hallen, notwithstanding his youth, robust 

frame, and singular presence of mind, began to 

feel that his herculean strength could not bear 

him out through the increasing suft'erings of 

' such a dreadful trial ; a copio.;s perspiration 

flowed from every part of his body; the mental 

· functions began to lose their vigour, the languor 
. . 
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of death ovenpread every limb; he sunk from 

one paroxysm into another ; but in those inter

vals- when the agonies of the torture were sus-

. pended, he recovered some of his strength, and 

burst out into bitter reproaches against such 

barbaro11s treatment. Nothing, how~ver, could 

soften the brutal insensibility of . those mon~Jters, 

who call themselves the ministers of a G~ of 

justice; on the contrary, they ordered the execu

tioner to reiterate the movement of the· wheel. 

The victim then: shuddered. in every limb, his 

hair stood on end, his voice completely failed 

him, and all his facultie.s, enfeebled by each 
successive application, now ceased to perform 

their· functions, while his head dropped on one 

.side with the paleness of death stamped on his 

countenance, the eyes and livid lips half clOsed. 

In vain did the authors of this atrocious in

quest continue to writhe and dislocate the bones 

·of their miser~ble victim ; he gave no signs oC 

vitality ; a cold sweat moistened his frame, and 
his breathing ceased altogether. 

From this moment Van Hallen knew not 
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what became of him ; but ·when be returned 

from this mortal syncope, his disturbed and 

confused brain could only allow him to know 

that he existed, thottgb be could not recall any-· 

thing of what bad happened, nor imagine where 

he was. But when he gradually recovered his 

lost rE'ason, he could have wished he had rather 

lost the few signs of lite that remained in him, 

than have seen himself. reduced to the Wretched 

situation in which he now was. A long bench, 

constructed of brick, served him for a bed, with

out either a straw mattrass to lie on, or any 

kind of covering ; the trunk of his body, sore 

and exhausted, seemed to have been severed 

from both his arms, the right being inflamed, in 

a tumid and palsied state, and the left without 

action or vitality, disjointed from its place; 

and to crown the misery of h,is most wretched 

situation, his naked waist was secured by a long 

and thick chain, whose angular links were the 

only pillow against which he might repoae his 

shattered trunk. 

In this inhuman manner he was kept during 

s s 
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leVeral days; but the weakened state· of· &iS 

frame, which every moment became more inca

pable of resistance, threatened to put at once an 

end to his existence, and the surgeon who at

tended h~, though accustomed like all the 

other officers of the Inquisition to look with 

indifFerence on sufFering humanity, seeing that 

it left in that lamentable state the victim must 

sink, reported him to the Inquisitors as in 

his last stage. These monsters, alarmed, n~t 

at the idea of his dying, but at the prospect of 

losing thereby the secrets which they had pro

mised themseh·es to wring from him by dint of 

tortures, c:1used him to be removed to a place 

where he could have better accommodations, 

and ordered the chain that weighed down his 

body to be taken ofF . 

.. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

'Twas dark and winding, Ill'• lle knew not where ' 
That passage lod-oor lamp nor guard were there ; 
He oeea a dtll'ky gllmmering-1ball be oeek 
Or shun that ray 10 Indistinct and weak? 
Chan<e guides bla ottpo-a freobneso oee11111 to bear 
Full on hia brow, ao If from morning air. 

f'4t Corl51r. 

W BILE the unfortunate Van Hallen endured 

in the inquisition, the horrible treatment we 

have above attempted to describe, . his masonic 

friends of Madrid, aware of the perilous situation 

in which he stood, and afraid that (his fortitude 

sinking under' repeated. tortures,) he might be 

indueid. to disclose the secrets which he pos
sessed, thereby endangering their own safety, 

as well as that of hundreds of their friends, and 
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more particularly of the unhappy men who were 

already under arr~t, bad held repeated meet. 

iogs, to concert some p~ to snatch the victim 

from their enemies' grasp. But when they turned 

their thoughts to the dark and impenetrable 

mansion -where he was pining, and to the laby

rinth of subterraneous dungeons which they 

must traverse, ere they came to that in which 

he was buried, they parted without coming to 

any resolution, their hearts overpowered with 

grief and despondency. 

One Sunday morning, while Sandoval was 

slow~ pacing about his room, bit; head full or 

the subject. which since Van Hallen's arrest had 

almost entirely engrossed his thoughts, and .his 

imagination bent on de.vising some plan to libe
rate their friend from the Inquisition, Roque 

entered, ~ informed him that a pretty and 

interesting looking damsel wished to speak two 

words in private with him.-" I tol~ her," con

tinued he, "that she might freely communicate 

her errand to me, as· I " ·as the right ear in 

which you usually deposited all your secrets ; 

j 
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bQt the little witch· said more pertly than justly, 

-' If it be l;o, I am sorry for it, as you appear. 

to me a chattering coxeomb, and a blockhead to 

boot.' I, of course, .... " 
"·Show her in immediately," said his mas

ter, interrupting him, " for she must be a sen

sible thing to see that at first sight." 

" Humph !" ejaculated Roque, as he left the 

room, " then I should like to know what she 

thinks of such a hair-brained gallant as my 

master?'' 

The girl, who was certainly an interesting 

griaette, being ushered in, took the extraordi

nary prt'Cllution of locking the door of the room, 

imd then withdrawing to a distant comer of it; 

beckoned Sandoval to approach.-" Doors, and 

even walls, have ears now-a-days;" whispered 

she, when the surprised Sandoval placed him&elf 

by her side, " do you know the owner of thi11 ?" 

added she, as abe .showed him a gold watch, on 

which same initials were engraved. 

Sandoval examined them carefully, and then 

fixing .his penetrating eyes upon the girl with 
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mch intensity as made her shrink back, in

quired how she came by it.-" Don't look 110 

hard, Sir, else I shall not be able to deliver my 

message,'' said she. ".l came by it in a right

ful way; it was put into my hands by the colo

nel himself, who, poor fellow! though he be · 

. such a handsome man, has su1fered enough, 

God knows !-But, as I was saying, he put it 

into my hands that you might be convinced I am 
to be trusted; and as a further proof of this, he 
.desired me to say these words, which, though 

pu~ gibberish to me, he said you would under

lltand." 

She th~ uttered some masonic expressions, 

which clearly indicated she had received them 

from the mouth of Van Hallen himself. How. 

ever, he examined and cross-examined the girl 

respecting the prisoner with great prolixity, 

till convinced there could be no fallacy in the 

ease, he gave her an answer for the prisoner, 

couched in such mysterious words as were unin

telligib!e to her, and should convince him of her 

having fulfilled her commission faithfully. 
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Through this girl, Sandoval learned how 

things stood with Van Hallen, who, -during 

the time he was. undergoing a cure, had had 

the good luck to excite the compassion of the 

alcaide, and to engage him to enter, particularly 

at night, into familiar conversation with him,-a 

singular instance in the history of that tribunal. 

As, besides, Van Hallen had been transferred to a 

room not very far from the apartments of. the a}. 

caide, the delicate state of his health requiring this 

indulgence, the young girl just mentioned who 

was a relation of that . man, and in whom he re

poaed implici~ confidence, led by curiosity or 

compassion, gradually extended her sweeping 

duties as far as the door of Van Hallen's dun

geon, in which there ,was a little trap, now and 

then left open for the purpose of ventilation, 

through which she occasionally made bold to 

take a . peep. This did not pass unno~ced by 

Van Hallen, who immediately oonceived the 
idea of prbfiting by the circumstance. En

dowed with a peculiar faculty for exciting the 

aympathies of th2 fair sex, by degrees he sue-
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ceeded in engaging her attention, and leading 
her to listen to his gallantries. 'l'hese con versa-· 

tions became more and more interesting to her; 

till at last he prevailed. on her to take the above 

mentioned message to Sandoval. 

Through her means, and with every imagin_

able pr~ution, a correspondence waS immedi

ately established. between the prisoner and his 

brother masons. Inconceivable efForts were also 

made to acquaint all those who had been im

prisoned in various parts of the Penl.nsula, at 

the laDle time as Van Hallen, of the state ol 

the proceedings against the latter ; and though 

in some places the difficulties appeared insur

mountable, they were nevertheless overcome. 

On the other hand as the Inquisitors laboured 

with amazing activity, it was reasonably appre

hended, that torments and bribery would be 

employed everywhere to extort the secrets which 

they were so anxious to obtain ; but as these 

proceedings were linked with and depended 

chiefly on those of the capital where the papers 

seized from Van Hallen, (who alone could e~-
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plain them) were undergoing investigation, hia 

.friends resolved to make the bold attempt of 

liberating him from their enemies. 

In the first instance, it was agreed between 

them and the prisoner, that he was to follow 

their dir~tions implicitly, while · they traced a 

plan to penetrate into the dungeons of the Inqui

sition through a 1ubterraneous passage, wbich 

was to be opened frqm a cellar of a bouse con

tiguous to the prison, However gigantic and 

hazardous this undertaking may appear, when 

the many main walls which they had to pene
trate are taken into consideration, it came, 

through the united efForts of several engineers 

and architects, who had a share in the business, 

to a degree of maturity, which seemed to ensure 

a favourable issue. But soon, the hopes of pro

curing the prisoner's escape through the prin

cipal door, induced them to give up their first 

plan. 

Van Hallen having obtained an exact know

ledge of every passage and door leading from 

his dun~n to the outer gate, as well as of 
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every other circumstance which might faciJi

tate his flight, his friends sent hi~ all the in

formation which they had been able to collect, 

.W. which lie 11"8S likely to want. Among 

other things, th.ere was a plan in which the 
eomts, streets, lanes, &c. in and about the In

quisition were carefully sketched; as well as 

the road which he was to follow, and the difFerent 

points and intervals whet:e he would find his 

friends stationed, following silently the steps of 
each, till he ahould reach the house where he 

was tO take refuge; they named the watch-word 

,rhich he was to utter, that he might be recog
nized by them, and the precise day and hour 

when he was to ~eave his dungeon, with a thou

aand other remarks and precautions which .the 
~portance of the case required. 

Matters being thus disposed, Van Hallen,_ 

who to counteract the effects of the torture was 
following the regimen prescribed by his surgeon, 

was in the habit of ' taking, between six and 

seven . o' cloek in the evening some lemonade, 

which was uaual1y brought to him by the alcaide 
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himaelf. · During_ the few minutes·thls man re

mained with the prisoner, they carried on a 

conversation, which _sometimes was prolonged 

for half an hour ; . in one of which, the alcaide 

manifested a wish to learn the French language, 

. Van Hallen offered him his assistance with the 
greatest pleasure. While the pupil was occupied 

in saying his \esson, ~ master had observed 
that the first door of his cell was left open, and 

the second only bolted inside, thus offering him 

!Ul opportunity to execute his plana with greater 
laSe. 

T _he day appointed having now arrived, and 

~ven o'clock in the evening being the hour 

xed upon, his friends,_ all of . whom were mili

'IY men, well armed, and resolute, proceeded, 

quarter of an hour before that time, to occupy 

e posts assigned to each, two of whom placed 

emselves close to the gate of the Inquisition. 

~it was then about the middle of February, 

was sufficiently dark to avoid being much 

;ieed. Meantime Van Hallen, who was a& 

t moment occupied, in teaching the · alcaide 
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how to pronounce the French ·vowels, using the 

privilege of a master, rose and commenced 

walking backwards and forwards, though with 

cautious steps. Suddenly his ear caught the 

sound of the clock, which was to direct his motions. 

It tolled the hour of his liberty, and his heart 

.beat so violently against his bosom, that for a 

minute or two he remained pa!\ting for breath. 

. But no sooner he recovered, than with the velo. 

city of an arrow, he darted to the door, the bolt 

ot.' which he drew back, then rushed to the next, 

locked it, and put the key i~ his pocket, (as a 

precious relic) leaving the alcaide shut up witlUn. 

Orice in the dark passage, he followed the intri

cate labyrinth with precipitate steps. The 

obscurity, however, and his own agitation, and 

more than all, the astounding cries of the new 

inmate of his cell, blotted out altogether from 

his memory the idea of the road wbich he was 

to follow. For a minute or two, he .endeavoured 

in vain to collec~ his thoughts; at last he made 

an eft'ort, and menta1ly running over the sinu

osities of that cavern, rushed forward, uncertain 

I 
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atill whether he waa right in his path. Pre

aently he fell against some steps, and this acci

dent reminded him that he was arrived at the 

staircase, which led down from the alcaide's 

apartment& to a passage on a level with the court. 

He rose, and with fresh ardour descended them, 

and then rushed along the passage, at the end 

olwhich be perceived the glimmering of a liglit, 

which seemed to be moving towards him. Re

IOlved to be stopped by no impediment, he 

rather hastened than chec::ked his ste~ aiid on 

coming near the man who carried the light, 

1ushed him down, arid treading upon him, pur

ued his way with increased swiftness. Indeed 

o great was his impetuosity, that on arriving at 

1e door which opens into the portal, he uncon

:iously overthrew t.wo men, one who was at the 

oment ·opening. the door, and the other in the 

t of entering it; after which he gave a leap, 

1ich placed him at the outer gate of the ln

isition, which was always open. The friends 

i~ed there, who were impatiently waiting his 

ivai_, . hastened tD close him in their arms; but 

... 
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he, unconsciousof &erythingaroun.d him, pursued 

his w11y mechanically and with great swiftDess. 

In turning the comer of the first street, two m<ft 

friends, who ~ere posted there, and who saw a 

man coming at that rate, challenged him to stop; 
Van Hallen paused, and after a short interval, 

during which he endeavoured to recall to his 

disturbed mind the watch-word, gave it, and the 

fears of his friends vanishing from this instant; 

the victim remained safe in their arms. 

This bold and successful blow to the power 

of the Inquisition, the only one of the kind which 

from. the first moment of its _establishment ever 

happened, threw the ruling faction into the 

utmost surprise and confusion. They made the 

most strict search after the liberated prisoner, 

and left no spring untouched by which they might ' 

discover his asylum. But it was all in vain; 

the JnAsonic association opposed an impenetrable 

bulwark to their inquisitorial artifices. 
A woman of manly spirit, who, during the 

war of independence, guided by the purest 

flame of patriotistn, had rend~ed distinguished 
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services to the natioQa]. cause, and accomplished 

the most perilous undertakings, many of whU:h 

placed her within a hair's breadth of losing hs 

existe~ct>, undertook to hide in her own poor 
garret the precious treastire, so diligently sough~ 

after. There Van Hallen found in her the 

tender cares of an affectionate mother, the 

indefatigable attentions of a vigilant nurse, and 

the sweet consolations of a compassionate and 

benevolent being. The a:ssistance and care, too, 

,{ a surgeon of considerable skill, contributed 

10 less in removing the alarming results of the 

Dture. The dislocated arm gradually recovered 

s lost vigour, and three months afterwards it 

u no longer a useless or embarrassing member. 

DUring that time information was sent to aJl 

e prisoners confined, in consequence of Van. 

1.1len's arrest, of the occurrence at Madrid, as 

II as directions how they were to act, now 

t the colonel's liberation had taken pface. 
~ search after him, however, continued uua

d. At the gates of ~adrid were posted 
missioners to arrest the progress of the fu-
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gitive, the · streets were patrolled by othe~ 
numerous spies frequented the cofFee-houses, 

promenades, theatres, and other public places, 
and some even gamed admittance into the ter~ 
tulias of those considered to be men of liberal 

principles. It was, therefore, thought prudent 

that he ahould immediately depart for a foreign 

country, and that Sandoval, who knew the 

country well, should accompany him as far as 

the frontiers of France, through byways and 

mountain paths. For this purpose several 

~rts were forged, one of which in particular 

was countersigned by the Minister of the Home 

Department, and drawn pp in a manner calcu

lated to remove all Sl,lspicion, and insure to the 

bearer every local assistance he should stand in 
need of. 

Everything being now ready, Sandoval gave 

instructions to his servant to aw~t his return in 

Madrid, which, be thought, would take place in 

three months tim~ and then hastened to join 
Van Hallen, who 3V8S waiting for him at the 

house of his nurse. After taking an affectionate. 



-leave af this benevolent and high minded woman, 
.the two friends, both. ~ in plain clothes, 

.}eft the bouse at about nine o'clock in the ~n
ing~ tb proceed to one o~ the suburbs, where' two 

~ horses were in rearuneas . fop them.- . As 

they passed close to a coJF~houae, in whiclt the 

innumerable lights with which it was hung tenfold 

~ by the reftection o_f the mirrors that 

embellished· i~ the whimsical and imprudent 

Van Hallen, attracted by the gay and animated 

scene it, presented, vowed he would not go a 

step further until be had taken a tum round the 

coft'~room, and enlivened his spirits by looking 

at happy faces. In vain Sandoval urged ~ 

thousand reasons to dissuade hiin. from such a 

step, be persisted in his intention, and walked 

on to indulge his whhn at the risk of loSing his 

freed«>m and his life.-" By Jove!" said he to 

Sandoval, who reluctantly kept pace with him, 
' . 

as they entered the saloon, " I know those ladies 

who al'e sitting at that table. They have no 

ca'Yalrer with them, I must go and keep them 

company, at least while· they take their ice r' 
1'0~. u. T 
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"You are mad," cried Sandoval in utter 

despair; and then added, trying to detain ~ 

" But; by heavens! you shall nor stir an inch 
beyond this place." 

' 
··~Fear nothing," said the o~er very ~Uy, 

" I will only go and ask them how they do, they 

will not betray me." 

At the same time he whirled round suddenly, 

and disentangling his arm from Sandoval's gra~pt 

hastened towards the ladies, and appioacbed 

them with his fore-finger on his lips. Their 

surprise was evident, and one even pronounced 

the "Van" of his name; but checked by her 

companions, she suppreued the remainder. Be" 

he soon made himself at home, called to the 

waiter to bring ices, laughed and talked with 

every one of the ladies as merrily and as happily 

as if no danger,_could possibly arise from such a 

frolic, and invited Sandoval, who stood motion

less with surprise at one end of. the table, to 

follow his example.-" I'll. tell you what," whi~ 

pered our hero into his ear, " if you don't QOJDe 

. away immediately, by ·my father·s name, the 



"'lloment you are <UsOO~erecl J blow out your 

brains. ·I will not permit the lives of thousands 

to hang on your fate. Rely on it.•• 
Van Hallen burst out· into a fit of laughter, 

whic4 attr~ the keen look . of ~ man dressed 
in .black, who was walking silently backward& 

.and forward&-" Do you see that man ?" said 
Sandoval calling his attention to him. 

, "I do,•• said Van Hallen, "and, by all the 
Gods, I know his ugly face, too. This won't 

do:-Ladies, exculie my leaving you thus early. 

·You are probably aware it is not safe for me to 

be seen in this place. So, the.n, adieu till we 

meet again, and be happy and ~erry for your 
· own sakes, and for mine." 

Saying this, he roae, and walked away quickly, 

atteoded by Sandoval, the man in black following 

their steps · at a short distance.-" The dog is 

following the track,, . said Van Hallen ; · '-' but 

I'll 10011 make him Jose it. Let us go to the 

Prado; people seem to be thronging tb~re ~ I 

.long for ail evening's walk among the soul-robbing· 

)bnolu, and we shall thus evade his pursuit., 

T! 

,. 



-.. ._ .. . 

16li JA.lfDOY.._I oa, 

. ~doval now bt all patience;-" Hewen 

and earth !" cried ht, "the man is itark mad! . . 
-To go to the Prado to &Uluse himself with the 

:Manolas !-Hark! if you tbiokyou:t life oot worth 
a groat; in w~d:J. you may be very right, I .ahall 

' not forget that the fate of tbouaands depeuds oa 

it ;-nay, the very cause in which we have em

barked, So do not flatter youraelf I will pemrit 
JOU to triBe it away. Do yo• mean, or do you 
not mean to lollow me." 

" ZOUJlda ! " cried V aa Hallea, " did I leaTe 

the lnquisiti~ to be pJa..:ed under yDill' tuition? 

-Besides dap't you see th~ churl follcmiag :ua i 

-What eJ.s.e can we do ?'" 

" U the Inquisitors have left no aeQIJe in y<Ju,"' 
saicl his friend, "you must aulait to be Jed by 

the judgPleot 14 others; and as for that black 
vulture who aee~ to have marbd us · es his 

prey, wait here a moment, ru Ul4ke him desist." 
Saying this, he walked to'llafda the Ullll, ad 

p»ating a pocket piatol a~ 1¥s bead, (OJilllSaDded 

him on his life to retrM:e his steps- The f~ow 

immediately turped \lpon hia lleela, ud .ran as it 

~ ·-
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-legion Of devilS· were alter him.-'' Now,., said 
· Sandoval to his friend, pressing him to walk fast, 

~' let us hasten out of Madrid. We have no& 
an instant to lose., 

. Van Hallen followed him reluctjlltly. He 

cOuld not hear the merry songs of the young, 

people, "ho sat on the balconies playing on then 
guitars, and enjoying the • coolness of the night, 
witbout occasioDany joining in th08e which were 

atOSt familiar . to him. His long confinement 

had rendered him anxio1l8 lor social enjoyments, 

and he could not passas an unconcerned spectator 

Ireai" tht> spots where the -pleasures of life went 

merrily on; but. Sandoval, whose mind waswholly 
bent on t}le higher interests of his QOunny, 

.could with difficulty_ suppresa his angry feelingt 

at the imprudent tardiness, and fear.less indi1Fer

eoce whieh his cc'mpanion displayed on an occa

llioo of life and death; At lut, alter varioua 

other teazing whims on the part of Van H'allen, 
they arrived at the gates of the toWn, where a 

friend of theirs was impatiently waiting their 
arrival, to .lll&ke use of a stratagem, by which the 

. ' Tl 



)li8IPQ1't8 of his trieeda should pUIJ tbe onW 
fJf the commi.Uoner ~ there. Oa their 
.-rival, he bimaelf wem tow&t'ds the gate with 
a passport, which, on exarnjneticm, the po1iee 
qJIIcer fa.d not in due f'onn, and whkh be took 

immediately to the eommiaaicmer, who was in ao 

iDner room. This oJiioel', ~g with his de. 
pendent, that the passport was not in due form, 

a c&pute aroee between them ad the bearer, 

who tA!naciously insisted that it was right. When 
I 

the discu88ion .became so animated that it grew 
almost into a dispute, Smdoval and biB friend 

arrived, and submitted their JI888POrt8 with 

every IJl8l'k of' politeneas to the inspection of the 

eommissioner, who, too much engrossed with the 

aubject under mscussion to attend minutely to 

them, just glanced his eyes. over, and returned 

the papers with-" All right. 'tettbe gentlemen 

pass.'' 
They bowed and hastened out of Madrid, 

leaving their friend to eft'ect his reconciliation 

with the commissioner. This first impedim~nt 

thus overcome, they immediately repaired to 
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the place where two fine horses were in readi •. 

ness for them, mounted, and set oJF on their 

journey by moonlight. On the following day 

•tbej eatered the Somosierra mountains, and 

followed the long chain which extends from 

within a short distance of Madrid to the con. 

fines of Navarre, through paths with which . . 
Sandoval was well acquainted, and which are as 

craggy, wild, and dreary as they are unfre. 

quented. During their jou~ey, and as far as the 

valley of Baatan, nothing occurred worth record

ing, Van Hallen throwing no longer any im

pediment in the way of his 11ight; which he 

now rather hastened, as he said, in order to 

reach some place where he might see a human 

face, and enjoy the pleasures of society. 

In the valley of Bastan, the innkeeper, at 

whose house they took up their quarters for 

the night, and for whom they had brought a 

letter of recommendation, in wh_ich he was 

requested to procure for them a guide to cross 

the Pyrenees, informed them of his haVing 

received one or two days before several war-

... 
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rants, the most important and peremptOry of 
which was one against Don Antonio Van 

Hallen,' who had made his escape from the. 

Inquisition, adding that similar warrants bad" 

been sent to the officers of the preventive 

service, who guarded _,the passes of the moun

tains. It was very doubtful, therefore, whether 

they would be able to elude the vigilance of 

those men, unless the two friends would agree 
to make the desperate attempt of CI'OSIJing the 

Pyrenees through the difticult and perilous pass, 
called 'l.'roch&s, at which an officer was seldom 

atationed. On an occasion of such imminent risk, 

the two travellers would scareely have hesitated 

at making an attempt even ;-t flying; accord-, 
ingly they. rectuested the landlord to lose no 

time in looking out for a guide who should be 
well acquainted with the ~. In this, how- · 

ever, be was unsuccessful, as all his own people 

were then abroad, and he would not trust any of 

his acqnaintancea with such an impOrtant secret. 

On the other band, the news that two gentle

men of distinction had arrived at the village 

I 

1 
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spread through it like wild.fire, and it was even 

feared that a spy of General Espeleta, Vic&. 
roy af Navan-e, who was then iolthe village, 
entertained some suspicions re_spec~ them ; 

both which circumstances rendered a longer 
uy there highly imprudent. They, therefore, 

determined to set ofF early next morning (which 

Wtuoately happened ~ be Corpus Christi day) 

and make an attempt ·to pass the mountains 

through the passes of Elizondo and Amaya, 

~e ne&re8t and least difficult in that vicinity. 

To have a better chance of success in effect. 

ag this, without being detained by the officers 

f the customs, who in both ~ were very , . 
wnerous, the two travellers .rode as fast as the 

ountainou8 nature of the country permitted, 

order to arrive at Elizondo about the time 

which people would be attepding the re-

ious · feati'Val of the day. In this they 
re ;fortunate enough; for they reached the . 

!age just at the moment when tbe procession 

1 iasuing out of the church, attended by every 

1g in the village, male or female, young or 
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· old, sound or cripple, and by all the offiCers ol 

the customs, who acted the important: post of 

pall and standard bearers, much to the· sorrow 
. . . 

of the able bodied youths, who had looked 

t'orward with anxiety to that office for months 

- before. The band · of music on this solemn 

occasion consisted of two bag-pipes, a kettle. 

drum, and a fife., who relieved each other or 

played together, just as- the sacristan ~ 

the unequal and unharmonious voices of the 

men, women, and children, mingling with' those 

sounds, and producing_ a tqlerable cacophony. 

While the custom-house officers, and the rest of 

the . people were thus devoutly employed, our 

two fugitives made the best of their way out of 

the Village, though not unobserved by the · . 

former, who, however, did not think proper to 

quit the august ceremony, in which they bore eo 

distinguished a part, in order to stop them. 
In Amaya,- however, they were not ·so for

~unate. Obliged to cross a narrow defile, at 

the extremity of which is a small bridge, which 

at the time of their arrival was occupied by a 

' 

' , 
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party of custom-house officers, they found them .. 

selves suddenly surrounded by those men, who 

seizing their horses' bridles, demanded, in their 

lisual·tone of insolent command~ their passports. 
These they examined with the most minute 

prolixity, after which their chief clrew from his 

. pocket a paper, t}le contents of which he began 

to read to himself, now and then fixing his 

steady and penetrating eyes . on Van .Hallen, 

who seemed to show the utmost indifFerence 

and serenity, now whistling a tune, and now 

pointing out to Sandoval some of the wild 

scenery of the mountains. The principal 

,fficer having made his own comparisons, called 

round him some of his men, to whom he 

poke in a low tone of voice ; they all turned 

1eir eyes on the colonel, and then listened to 

te remarks of their chief, contrasting them 

ith the countenance and person of Van Hallen. 

t"ter a short conferepce among them, the chief 

1uested him to alight from his horse, which · 

did by leaping lightly to the ground, while 

~ officers surrounded him, and examined his 
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height, person, and features in a;uch a m&n,ner as 

was enough of itself to disconcert and ·alarm the 
most innocent, or impudent man on earth. But 

~ Hallen had tasted of the Inquisitor's whee), 

and had not flinched ~en then; moreover, he 

was possessed of singula_r p~ce of mind, art.. 

fulness, and powers of dissimulation, and was fully 
resolved not to he borne down by the inquisitive 

-.1 searchpig l?O~s ·of men whom be inwardly 

despised. •'Accordingly:he· appeared as unbOn

cerned as Diogeries before Alexand~r. The 

officers then put numberless questions to him, 

which he answered with ~eless inddFerence, 

though now and then, he affected a well timed 

surprise at their import. In a word, he went 

through ¥s part with unparalleled skill, a~ 

succeeded in foiling the suspicions of the whole 

set. 

Their passports being then retumed to them, 

the two friends then rode ofF; at first leisurely, 

and without once ~ng back their heads, but 

on passing the angle of a rock which screened 

their persons from the officers, they commenced 

I 

I 
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a shaip ·trot. No sooner, however, had they~ 

disappeared, .than the ofticers• auspicions were 

renewed, and they resolved to take to their 

horses, in order to overtake the fugitives, make. 

fresh inquiries, and, finally, bring them back, if 

their answers should not be satisfactory. This 

resolution formed, it was immediately executed ;" •. 
' ' ... 

but no sooner ~i~ th~,.tw., trav~Iers k~ ~.: 
distant ·trampling iJf horses, whielt toa; rocky · 

and silent ·defiles re-echoed ten'fold, ·than sus-
. J • . 

pecti._ t~ eanse that produced them, they 

clapped spurs to their horses, and galloping 

swiftly over the remainder of the Spanish 

territory, reached the top of a mountain, · where 

the stony cross and pillar that marked the limits 

of his Catholic Majesty's dominions, seemed to 

welcome them to another land, ~here Fer

dinand's despotism ended. 

On the top of this mountain the two fugitive 

freemasons stopped their horses to breathe 

awhile, and cast their looks back, and saw the 

pursuing party appear, halt on perceiving their 

prey completely out of their reach, :and soon 

VOL. U. u 
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after tum their h()fSeS, and with . a . slow and 
disappointed pace, again disappear. . . 

A cloee em~. c:4 matu_al congratulation 
between the two fidends followed the happy 

oubclusion of thi&~gular, and aliDOit iucrediblf.> 
escape. 
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THE FREEMASON.

CHAPTER I.

O'er him who loves, or hates, or fears,

Such moment pours the grief of years

What felt he then at once opprest

By all that most distracts the breast ?

The Giaour.

THE pleasure derived from the success of

an enterprise in which intelligence, courage,

prudence, and perseverance, have been alter-

nately employed, is doubtless the highest and

most gratifying to the heart and mind of man.

It carries along with it the pleasing and lasting

VOL. III. B
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reflection, that, as we owe it rather to our own

efforts and resources than to fortuitous causes,

we may reasonably expect to overcome other

dangers or difficulties, with which we may
hereafter be threatened ; thus we acquire the

confidence necessary to ensure the success of our

plans, and feel a flattering consciousness of

possessing a power of which we had before but

an imperfect idea. Impressed with this truth,

Sandoval looked back to his past dangers with

heartfelt satisfaction, and travelled on with his

no less delighted companion, predicting new

successes to the cause in which they were em-

barked, and forming such airy castles as even

Van Hallen himself thought were likely to be

swept off by the first gale.

On their arrival at Bayonne, they met our

hero's friend, Anselmo, who \vas to proceed

with Van Hallen to Paris, by way of Bor-

deaux, and afterwards to London, for objects

which deeply concerned the masonic association,

and which, perhaps, require some explana-

tion.
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From the moment the chief masonic authority

was transferred to Madrid, in consequence of

the unfortunate events of Granada, the labours

of the association, in order to extend the sphere of

their influence, had been more unremitting, and

their progress through every province more rapid

than before, notwithstanding the efforts made by

government and the Inquisition to discover

and crush the heads of this dreaded hydra.

From that moment, too, the tendency and

object of the association, namely, to compel

Ferdinand to perform the promise he had made

before the eyes of the world, and act like an

honest man, (a task rather difficult) had become

more evident. The society then received an

almost new form. It was thought proper to

divide the Peninsula into a certain number of

departments, to every one of which a chapter

was assigned, composed of persons scrupulously

selected, and of a certain rank in the order.

Those chapters or provincial governments, held

a direct intercourse with that of the capita),

and possessed very extensive faculties in their

B 9.
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respective departments. The word "conspi-

racy" was there used without any cloak ; plans

to break the chains of despotism were started

and discussed, and every means of forwarding

the undertaking sought out and decided on.

One of the principal steps, and the most

earnestly recommended, was that of endeavour-

ing to gain over to the party military men and

chiefs of reputation, courage, and enterprise,

in which they had been rather fortunate, not-

withstanding the wounds already inflicted on

the society, and others that threatened it.

There was nevertheless a great pusillanimity

shown by most of the individuals who composed

the head of the association. Indeed, had it

not been for our hero, and his friend Anselmo,

who saw in the tardiness of their operations the

elements of its destruction, and who, free from

the ill dissembled fears of most of their compa-

nions, were the only persons who may be said

to have impelled and directed the machinery

right towards the main object, Avithout stopping

at trifles, which were unbecoming the circum-
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stances of the nation, it is probable its move-

ments would have ceased altogether. The fear

entertained by the former of sharing the same

lot with those who were pining in dungeons;

the consciousness of their incapacity to support

the heavy burden which they had taken on

their shoulders; and the folly of believing it

possible to bring about the desired revolu-

tion in the state, by some ministerial change,

beo-an to shake an edifice, raised with so mucho *

pains and cost, by introducing a great diversity

of opinions, and, worse than all, distrust among

the principal leaders.

In this state of things, the two active mem-

bers above mentioned, had only one resource

left to induce their companions to proceed with

their labours ; namely, to work upon their fears,

by showing, that to retrograde at that moment,

was a more dangerous experiment than follow-

ing the plans already traced out, and entered

upon, to say nothing of the disgrace and crimi-

nality attending such a step. This seemed to

have some weight with the majority ; but in
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order to remove further impediments, and pre-

vent the distrust, which began to show itself

among them, from extending itself to the pro-

vinces, our two champions formed a plan by

which the object of those who remained con-

stant should be fulfilled, while at the same

time it should satisfy those who wished to

screen themselves from actual danger, by with-

drawing their names from the head of the

association. This plan consisted in making it

appear, that the head of the association was to be

transferred to a place whither the iron arm of ty-

ranny could not reach, an idea which met with

the approbation of all, as it removed the obstacles

which the fears of the pusillanimous started at

every step, while in reality it was to remain

where it was.

It is not our object to disclose the secrets of

freemasonry ; but there are very few, even of

the profane who, being acquainted with the

code of that society, are ignorant that there are

in the Grand-Orients several chambers, in which

the different proceedings of the society are
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separately transacted. This "was what gave

rise to the idea of establishing one of them in a

foreign country, which being there sheltered

from the blows of despotism, should, in cases

where a weak individual might be apprehended,

and his fortitude put to the trial, bear upon

itself the whole criminality. It was also their

opinion, that such an establishment was likely

to increase the importance of their operations,

as the generality of men are apt to be dazzled

by causes which have a mysterious origin in a

distant country. The point selected for this

end was London, where at that moment there

were some few patriots deserving of the con-

fidence of the party ;
and the epoch of this

pretended transfer of authority that at which

'our hero and Van Hallen made their escape.

To the latter, and to Anselmo, were entrusted

the especial powers given by every provincial

chapter in the Peninsula for the transfer of

part of the masonic authority, and nomination

of the persons who were hereafter to exercise-

it. By this step, they also hoped to establish
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a more direct intercourse with those emigrants

who were both in England and in France, and

by their means obtain whatever external assist-

ance might be required.

Such was the state of affairs among the

masons when our hero arrived at Bayonne,

where he was .compelled to remain longer than

he had intended, owing to various causes con-

nected with his patriotic duties ; but as nothing

remarkable occurred during his residence there,

we shall now follow him back to Spain.

Provided as he was with a passport to re-enter

his native country under a feigned name, he

met with no obstacle on the frontiers, the

ingress proving by far an easier matter than his

egress had been. No sooner did he tread his

native soil, than his anxious thoughts turned

themselves to an object from whom, notwith-

standing his accumulated occupations, they had

seldom wandered. Nearly a year and a half

had now elapsed since he received Anselmo's

letter, in which Gabriela's affection was repre-

sented, even then, as on the point of expiring.
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The letter which he had written to his brother

from Galicia had remained unanswered, as had

also those which he had subsequently written,

so that he was perfectly ignorant of the occur-

rences which had taken place since that time,

and more anxious to learn them, than we can

well express. His return to Madrid offering

a favourable opportunity, he resolved to take

Logrono on his way, in order to learn the fate

of his love.

The feelings which alternately swelled his

l>osorn as he drew nearer to the fertile banks of

the Ebro, are too complicated and undefined to

permit our attempting to describe them, though

his resolution to visit those places in which Ga-

briela once dwelt was evidently the result

rather of despair than hope ; the desire of learn-

ing the extent of his misfortunes, being what

principally urged him to proceed to his native

town. Nothing seemed to him more probable

than that his suit was now entirely hopeless, for

even supposing she had been true to him, during

the time of her noviciate, which in some instances

B 3
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is extended to two years, that time being now-

expired, it could hardly be expected that Dona

Angela should have consented to her daughter's

return to the world, after having once trodden

the sacred precincts of a cloister, that being

looked upon by rigid devotees as downright

apostacy. On the other hand, his brother's

silence seemed to be a sort of tacit acknowledg-

ment, that he was his rival, nay, almost a proof,

that he was a successful one. " Yet love,"

thought he,
"

is a passion which instead of de-

basing exalts even the base and the selfish; then,

how is it possible that the generous and disin-

terested Fermin should have sunk beneath the

level of humanity by placing his affections on a

being, a single glance of whose eye would suffice

to recal every virtuous feeling to the breast even

of a reprobate ? But," he added,
"

is love not

the most selfish of all human passions ? Where

is the man that would sacrifice his own affection,

if sincerely returned, to another's? Religion,

when pure and unsullied, may, perhaps, produce

this miracle ; but when, as in him, it is tainted
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with fanaticism and absurdity, when, blinded

by the sophisms of his confessor, he would not

hesitate in sacrificing justice and humanity to

what he would consider the glory of God, can

I hope to find him more generous than the

generality of mankind ? And, alas ! does not

this also argue that he has met with encourage-

ment from Gabriela herself ? Artifice and ca-

lumny have been too much occupied in blacken-

ing my character for these four years past, to

hope that she has escaped all their snares."

Such were the melancholy reflections that

passed through Sandoval's mind ;
as he journeyed

on through vineyards and olive plantations

towards tio Hipolito's farm, which he was in

hopes of reaching before night. As the i,un

was now sinking behind the hills, small parties

of peasants were seen here a^d there, returning

to their homes from their daily labours, some

mounted on their mules, humming, in a solemn

and monotonous tune, paternosters, and ave-

marias, as they told their beads over, and the

younger part making the hills resound with
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their rustic songs, accompanying each stave will*

a kind of shrill noise resembling the neighing of

horses, which made Sandoval's steed prance with

delight, and return the compliment in his own

natural voice. Gradually, however, these sounds

subsided, and then nothing was heard but the

hoofs of the impatient horse, who seemed to

share his master's anxiety to reach the place

where they were to take their night's rest, and at

which they arrived when all was involved in

darkness.

The cautious Sandoval alighted at the back of

the house, and leading his horse by the bridle

to the stable, or rather stall, secured a place for

him beside the cows, as he was not likely to

relish the society of the mules, and afterwards

proceeded to the house. Ke gently lifted the

latch, paused awhile, and inclined his ear to collect

and define the sounds he heard in the kitchen.

It was impossible for him to mistake the thick

and loud voice of the honest farmer, or the sedate

and somewhat snuffling tones of tia Agustina ;

but as he listened longer he heard those of a
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female, which he caught with pleasure. There

was in them something which for a moment

thrilled his heart with joy, not only on account

of their fancied melody, but because he thought

they were well known and dear to him. On

listening more intently, however, he perceived

that it was all a delusion of his excited imagina-

tion, and that he neither knew them, nor were

they particularly sweet. Unwilling to intrude

on the family while there was a stranger in the

house, he hesitated a long time about the course

which he was to adopt ; but on hearing the name

of Don Antonio and that of Rosa pronounced,

he could not resist the curiosity of advancing

cautiously towards the kitchen door, and listening

to the conversation which ran thus. " Well !"

exclaimed the female stranger,
" to be sure,

your Rosa is the luckiest girl in the whole world !

To be taken all the way in a carriage to Madrid,

where all the great folks are, Dukes, Counts,

Marquises, Generals, and the Infantes, with

their Princesses, and the King and Queen, too,

God bless her ! for I have heard say she is such
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a good and beautiful lady, and so resplendent

with jewels that there is no looking at her for

fear of getting blind ! I should like to see the
c? o

Queen ! Happy Rosa, would that I were you !"

" And among your great folks, my dear, you

forget the greatest of all, you left out the Pope !"

cried tia Agustina.

"Nonsense, wife," said tio Hipolito; "his

Holiness is not at Madrid, he is at Rome.
1"

"
Well, what of that ? Is not Madrid farther

than Rome? Only think, it is sixty leagues

from this place ! And do you believe that Dona

Angela would leave Rome behind without seeing

the Holy Father and kissing his great toe?

for I have heard Father Toribio of the Capuchins

say, that people never kiss his hand."

" Rome is not in Spain, you fool f returned

tio Hipolito,
" I wonder when you will begin

to talk some sense ! But as I was saying to

you, Cecilia, whom do you think Rosa has met

at Madrid ? Now guess."

" I suppose it was Don Aniceto Artimana,

that devil incarnate, whose ugly face, like an
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omelet of unsound eggs, used to turn my stomachj

whenever he looked at me. But he is now a

great man, I suppose."

" That he is. Rosa says he has the king's

right ear, and is looked upon with great respect,

even by the grandees, which is very strange;

for it was more than I could well do to bring

my mind to answer him civilly. But I suppose

the wolf clothes himself in a sheep's skin there, or

else, as the proverb says, those court gentlemen

are like dogs who wag their tails, not for the sake

of him who gives them bread, but for the bread

itself. But you did not guess whom I meant ;

it is Roque, Don Calisto Sandoval's servant."

" And Rosa's sweetheart," added the girl.

"
Well, it is most wonderful ! I should have

thought it was impossible to meet any one in such

a large place. And what has become of his

master ? I liked him very much ; he was such a

handsome man ; and I think he liked me, too,

for he always called me qucridita,* though I don't

know that he loved me, as Rosa said he loved

Dona Gabriela."

'
Little dear.
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" Poor fellow !

v
exclaimed tio Hipolito,

" he

was a kind-hearted generous youth ;
but Rosa

says, he will be hung one of these days.
11

" Poor fellow !" ejaculated at once both tia

Agustina and the girl.

'5 But I'll read you Rosa's letter,- and you'll

know then all about it."' Here a pause ensued,

and Sandoval drew a little nearer. " My most

loved father and mother of all my heart," read

tio Hipolito,
" I am sound and well, thank God,

and hope you will be so, too, when this reaches

you, which, as I hope to be saved, I hope will

arrive safe at your hands, and find you all in

good health, for which I pray God. We are

now at Madrid, in a very fine house, the curtains

of which are all damask, and the tables all

marble, with gilt feet, I mean in the sola de

estrado,* though the rest of the house is also

very grand and magnificent. The din about

us is very great, my head goes round and round

with it, and my eyes are nearly blind with the

glittering dresses of the gentlemen and ladies of

the court who come in their dazzling carriages

* The drawing room.
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to visit us, with their servants, all so splendidly

dressed ! People here are all very civil, they

bow to and embrace persons whom they have

never seen in all their lives ; and they look very

happy ; for they are always smiling, though now

and then, I have caught them frowning very

black ; but it was wonderful to see how soon

they smiled again, and what fine things they

spoke ; I could not understand them. I wish

my mother was here to see the fine churches I

have seen, and the rich dresses of the priests,

many of whom have carriages and servants like

some of the grandees. They are all very

smooth-spoken gentlemen, and very different

from our good curate ; they take snuff' from

gold boxes, with fingers full of beautiful rings,

look through gold spying glasses, have diamond

crosses and coloured ribbons hanging from their

necks, wear silk cassocks and cloaks, and lace

ruffles, and smell wonderfully of lavender water.

I assure vou, dear father and mother, that it is

wonderful to look at them. But what will you

?ay, when I tell you I have seen the king ?
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Could you ever believe I should one day have

seen the king, face to face, and no farther off

than a quarter of a league ? Yet with my own

eyes I have seen him, and I think he has a very

long nose, and a mouth like that of Monigote,

our village booby, when he pouted ; but of this

I shall be able to tell you more when he comes

to see us ; for I heard Father Lobo (whom you

would hardly recognize since he came here to be

the king's preacher, so fine a gentleman he has

grown) say to Dona Angela that his Majesty

had been so much pleased with her and her

daughter, that he had hinted he would soon

honour them with a visit."

At these words Sandoval involuntarily started,

full of surprise and consternation. " Hark !"

said tia Agustina,
" didn't you hear a noise ?"

Sandoval held his breath, and after a dead

silence of one or two minutes, tio Hipolito

observed, that doubtless the noise proceeded

from some rat, and then resumed the reading of

his letter.
" When my lady, Dona Gabriela

heard this news, she was suddenly taken ill.
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and the poor young lady wept and sobbed so,

when she recovered a little, that it was enough

to break one's heart to see her distress. Of

course Dona Angela scolded very much at what

she called her foolish timidity ; but Dona Ga-

briela said, that if she had known she was to be

released from the convent only to be dragged to

Madrid, and be subjected to worse tortures and

persecutions, she would much rather have taken

the veil, and an eternal leave of the world. This

made my old mistress very angry; she wrangled

as usual very loud, and for a long time ; but we

have not yet seen his majesty, though I burn

with impatience to see him. I have often tried

to find out the reason why Doiia Gabriela dis-

likes it so much
; but I cannot get out a word

from her on this matter ; all she says is, that she

is miserable, and envies my obscure situation.

Don Fermin Sandoval, who, as you know, came

to Madrid a few days after our arrival, and who

looks very handsome in his fine uniform of

General, does all he can to sooth her mind
; but

she continues still very sad, and weeps very
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much. I hardly know what to think of that

gentleman ; he continues as devout, and looks

as woe-begone as ever. I have often caught

him gazing very hard at Dona Gabriela, raise

his eyes to the ceiling, and lowering them full

of tears, quit the room in a hurry. My young

lady, too, looks at him in a very melancholy way.

I suspect there is something in all this, though

I can't tell what. Perhaps she thinks still of

Don Calisto, though she never, even by mistake,

mentions his name.

" I am sorry to say, my dear father, that

Roque, whom I saw for the first time strutting

in the Prado, (which is a very fine promenade,

where all the great and small folks walk, the

king and the queen, and the infantas, and the

princesses, and dukes, and duchesses, and counts,

and marquises,) assures me that his master will be

hung one of these days, for he will never be

guided by him, and is always getting deeper and

deeper into sad messes. Besides, I heard the

other day that hateful man, Don Aniceto Lanza,

as they call him, and who is such a great man
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that even the great people here bow to him, as

if he were one of their own set, because it seems

he is the king's favourite, whose taste I do not

admire, I heard him say that he suspected Don

Calisto had a hand in the escape of a gentleman

from the Inquisition, and that if he could dis-

cover the fact, he should then have him strung

up to dry just like a bunch of grapes ! But I

hope he will sooner meet that fate himself, the

ungrateful wretch ! who since he became the

adopted son of the family, gives himself such

airs, that I think he'll even turn every one of us

out of doors, master, mistress, and servants, old

and young. You may form some judgment of

his insolence when I tell you, that even my old

mistress begins to grumble at it, though he is

always more attentive and civil to her than to

the rest, and though Father Lobo stands out for

him, whenever she says anything against him.

1 have a great many more things to say, but as

Roque, who has written this at snatches under

my own words, tells me, that it is already much

longer than letters commonly are, I will not
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make it an out-of-the-way letter. So then my
dear father and mother, you must even be content

with what I have said, and I will take care to

inform you of everything else that may occur;

but pray let me know in return all the news of

the village, and particularly if our, neighbour's

daughter, Cecilia, is got married, though I

suspect she . . . .

"

Here tio Hipolito suddenly broke off, and the

strange female urged him to go on in an im-

patient tone. " Well !" said the farmer,
" ifyou

will hear it, I will tell it you; but never mind

what the silly wench says.
*

Though I suspect

she is likely to live only to dress up the Virgin

Mary.'* Ah, ah, ah.'
1

"Upon my faith !" exclaimed the girl, rising

from her seat, apparently in high dudgeon,
" I

should like to know if she says that through envy

or through charity. Yet there is not such a

* Quedarsepara testir Santos, a Spanish way of saying

that a woman will live to be an old maid, the occupation

of dressing saints being common among this interesting

class of females.
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difference in pur ages, for all she may say ; and

as to good looks, let those who have seen us

speak. But she was always a vain, envious,

and malicious monkey. Good night to you, tia

Agustina, good night, tio Hipolito.'"

Saying this, she hurried away muttering the

words,
"

foolish, vain, and presumptuous," with-

out attending to the invitation of the good-

natured farmer, who called her back to partake

of their supper, in his most conciliating tone of

voice. Meantime Sandoval hastened behind the

door, to avoid being seen by the girl as she went

out. When he heard her shut the outer door,

he left his place of concealment, and entered the

kitchen. The surprise of the host and hostess

may be imagined. Tia Agustina seemed as if

she wanted hands to cross herself with, so fast

she carried them from her forehead to her chest,

and from one shoulder to another, ejaculating,
"
Jesus, Maria, and Joseph ! Holy Virgin !

Saint Peter and the twelve Apostles !" with a

whole litany of saints, while tio Hipolito stoo(
3

motionless muttering "Why this man mi
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be a wizard !" and after a little pause, added

"
Surely, you have no pact with the devil ?

Yet it is strange you should appear here all of a

sudden, and when you were the subject of our

talk/'

Sandoval exhorted them to make their minds

easy, as he was neither wizard, ghost, nor conju-

ror, and begged to know if they would accom-

modate him with a night's lodging. "Ay, and

twenty if you please," said the honest tio Hipo-

lito, "for though you be outlawed in these parts,

and there is the trifling penalty of hanging to

those who may shelter you, still as your great

enemies are now far away from this province, I

think I should escape with only a fine, were they

ever to discover I had given you shelter.'
1

"And pray by whose authority am I out-

lawed ?" enquired Sandoval, somewhat sur-

prised.

"By the authority of those who have the

power in their hands," replied the farmer; "and,

faith ! in this case I must say, they are not

altogether without some cause. That was a bold
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attempt of yours, and it cost many a poor devil

his life.
1 '

" You speak riddles to me, tio Hipolito,"

cried Sandoval,
" what is the bold attempt you

mean ?"

"
Ay, ay, I suppose you have since got into

so many other scrapes, that you forget the night

when you burst from your prison, set free all

the prisoners, caused the alcaide and most of his

men to be slain, and then attacked the military,

wounding some, and killing others. That is the

attempt I mean, for which some afterwards

swung by the neck,"" said tio Hipolito.

" And am I accused of being the author of

it ?" inquired our hero again.

" And clearly proved, too," replied the farmer,

" at least such was the deposition of the only

witness who could speak on the matter, that is,

the only turnkey who escaped from your

clutches; though I have heard it whispered that

the fellow got, in consequence of his song, a snug

place of alcaide in one of the prisons of the

capital, which makes me doubtful as to the

VOL. in. c
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truth of his story, though you are no less an

outlaw for all that."

" I see," said Sandoval,
"
my enemies ha^e

not been idle, and this explains to me more

than one circumstance. But speaking of some-

thing else. I have just now heard you read a

letter from your daughter, by which I perceive,

that not only Father Lobo and his nephew are

now at Madrid, but likewise Don Antonio, his

family, and my brother, too. Will you explain

to me, then, what has induced them to quit

their native place for the capital ?"

"
Why, with respect to the two first, I sup-

pose you know already that the uncle was made

the king's preacher, and the nephew chief of the

police, which, of course, obliged them to reside

at Madrid. As for Don Antonio Lanza, he

was made a counsellor of Castile, soon after

Father Lobo^s arrival there, and he is gone, with

his family, to fulfil his post ; and as for your

brother, he has followed them there, because he

cannot be a moment absent from his beloved

Dona Gabriela, who left the convent to be mar-
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ried to him, Dona Angela seeing that, even after

two years of probation, she would not take the

veil."

" So then/' exclaimed Sandoval with a sigh,
"
they are to be married at last !"

" That they are, and by her own choice, too ;

and they would have married before their de-

parture for Madrid, only that Father Lobo

wrote to Dona Angela, that it would be better

to defer it until their arrival at the capital."

" And how long is it since they went there ?"

returned Sandoval thoughtfully, following up
his examination, after a little pause.

" About six weeks," answered tio Hipolito.
" And after six weeks residence there, they

have not yet brought the matter to a conclu-

sion ?" said Sandoval, casting his eyes on the

ground, and remaining a few instants as if ab-

sorbed in his own thoughts.
" What reason

can you assign for that ?" enquired he again of

tio Hipolito.

"
That, perhaps, they are not yet quite set-

tled, and wish to do things in a grand style, as

c 2
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they are all great folks, and may be the king

will honour their espousals with his royal pre-

sence.""

"
Aye, true; but you think she cares no more

about me, then ?"

" Not a pinch of snuff not she and, in

truth, why should she, when you wrote to her

to forget you ; for you could never more love or

esteem a woman, who had given such proofs of

perfidy, in spite of the engagements she had con-

tracted with you ? After that, as Rosa says

very justly, you may throw your meat to

another dog."

" And so I wrote such a letter as you men-

tion, did I ?" enquired Sandoval, with a bitter

tone,
" and Gabriela believed it, and my brother

did not undeceive her, and they are at last

to be married ? I see, I see now how things

stand. I feared as much, and yet I hoped ....

but of what use was my hoping ? Why ehould

a wretch like me, persecuted by the whole crea-

tion, hunted everywhere by blood-hounds, the

butt to which perfidy and calumny are con-
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stantly directing their shafts, entertain any

hopes ? They must all prove fallacious ; I ought

to have known that."

Tio Hipolito endeavoured to soothe SandovaFs

grief by the expressions commonly used on such

occasions, which not unfrequently aggravate

more than relieve the disorder. "
Come, Sir,

come," said the farmer,
"
things that cannot be

cured, must be endured. It is a wise saw, as

you no doubt know. What is the use of mop-

ing and wailing about what has happened, and

cannot be mended ?, Forget it, Sir, forget it.

You'll find that the best way after all. And

now, let us take our supper, for Agustina has

not been idle all this while, and she is there

waiting for us."

Sandoval declined taking anything, and

asked to be shewn to his room, as he was more

in want of repose than food. He then recom-

mended his steed to the farmer's care, and took

a final leave of him and his wife, as he intended

to set off with the dawn for his placeof destination.

Having been left alone, he began to recapitulate
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the news he had heard that evening. In the

first instance, it was evident to him that the

principal cause of Gabriela's infidelity was to be

found in the letter ascribed to him, and to

which she herself had alluded on the night

when Anselmo penetrated into the convent.

Although this circumstance was sufficient to

acquit her of the charge of having acted to-

wards him with treachery and duplicity, he

could not but be grieved at the idea that she

should have believed him capable of writing

a letter which displayed such a want of all feel-

ing, at a moment, too, when her wretched situa-

tion demanded the most tender and soothing

attentions. It was, however, impossible for him

to say to what extent he might have been in-

jured in her opinion, through the deep manoeuvres

of the monk, to whom he did not hesitate a mo-

ment in ascribing the whole of the plot to ruin

both him and her. With respect to his brother,

he hardly knew what to think. It was evident

he loved Gabriela, and that he had at length

declared his passion to her, at least there was
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every appearance of it ; but how did it come to

pass that Rosa represented him as a prey to the

greatest grief and despondency, when, on the

other hand, the hour of his happiness was fast

approaching ? Was it remorse, or was it the

consciousness, that though he might possess

Gabriela's hand, her heart could never be his ?

Or was it (he shuddered at the chilling thought)

that he feared what he himself apprehended

from the villanies of the monk and his nephew,

that she was intended by them as a victim to

the guilty desires of the monster of ingratitude,

who swayed despotically over the land ? Hor-

rible destiny But she would not have been

the first thus sacrificed. "
Better, far better,

if she had taken an eternal leave of the world !"

exclaimed Sandoval, as he paced his room hur-

riedly.
" Would to God she were my brother's

bride, or even that she were dead ! I could

then mourn her loss with tears, as sweet as those

a mother sheds for her guiltless infant. I could

kneel beside her grave, and think of her virtues,

and her misfortunes, without the painful reflec-
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tion that they were ever stained by the crimes

of another. But how survive her dishonour ?

How endure even the remotest thought of it ?

She must be saved from his grasp. I must

liberate her from the monsters into whose power

she has fallen, and who, to preserve their posts,

would not stop at the blackest villany."

In such agitating thoughts as these he passed

the greatest part of the night, till at length his

spirits exhausted, and his mind wearied out, he

threw himself on his bed, to snatch a few hours

of repose, and be better able to proceed next

day with all speed towards Madrid.
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CHAPTER II.

The wise and active conquer difficulties

By daring to attempt them : sloth and folly

Shiver and shrink at sight of toil and hazard,

And make tu' impossibility they fear.

ROWE.

EAKLY next day, Sandoval left the farm,

before tio Hipolito or any of his servants

had awakened from their slumbers, and bent

his course towards the mountains, with the

intention of proceeding to the capital, through

the same mountain-paths and by-ways as he

had travelled on his journey to France. The

desolated and uninhabited districts he crossed,

offered few subjects for remark, the half-savage

c 3
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shepherds, who led their merinos over those

sierras, being the chief objects he met, and the

only beings with whom he held any conver-

sation. Their ideas, however, were so con-

fined, that except on those matters which con-

cerned their flocks, and the nature of the

country, little could be got out of them, al-

though there were some elders among them,

whose minds seemed better stocked, in con-

sequence of the greater intercourse that their

office of mayorales* obliged them to hold both

with the peasantry in the course of their

migrations from one province to another, and

with the stewards of the gentlemen to whom

the flocks belonged, in the fulfilment of their

charge. In these men's temporary huts San-

doval spent some of the nights in perfect

security, and was treated by them with the

hospitality common to people who lead a pas-

toral life. It is true they had nothing very

delicate to offer, but what they had, they gave

* Head shepherds.
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with cordiality ; their meal generally consisting

in some broiled piece of game, killed in the

mountains, fresh cheese, made from the milk

of their sheep, rye-bread, which had been

baked two or three months before, and a roasted

head of garlic, by way of dessert.

Thus our traveller met in his journey with

no other inconvenience than that arising from

the nature of the country, and its poor and

precarious accommodations, which for a military

man, who had been early accustomed to the

toils and privations of war, were of trifling-

importance. Indeed they were the least part

of his troubles, or at any rate those by which

he was least affected ;
there were others which

kept his heart and his imagination night

and day on the stretch. These, however, lie

expected to have the opportunity of examining

more nearly on his arrival at the
capital, where

all he loved, and all he had reason to hate, fear,

and detest were now assembled.

It was, however, ordained that he should not

see this realized so soon as he expected ; for on
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his arrival at Guadalaxara, to his great astonish-

ment, he met at the house \vhere the masons

of that city usually assembled, his friend An-

selmo, whom he had believed to be either in

England or France ; but his surprise was soon

changed into indignation, when he learned from

him the cause of his sudden return. It ap-

peared that during their absence from Madrid,

their weak companions had done everything

in their power to destroy even the foundations

of the work they had been employed in raising.

Most of them, swayed by an unconquerable

fear, or perhaps by some passion less excusable,

had endeavoured to disjoint the head of the

revolution, and caused the labours in the lodge

of the capital to be suspended, under the most

frivolous and contemptible pretexts. Fortunate-

ly, whatever might be the hopes formed by them,

of the success of the steps they had adopted,

they were frustrated by the precautions of An-

selmo, who, being the person entrusted with

the correspondence, on his departure for France

and England, and fearing what actually oc-
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curred, delivered to his successor only by halves

the clues, names, addresses, &c. of the different

heads of chapters in the Peninsula, leaving

to another friend, who enjoyed his full con-

fidence, the exact names of the persons with

whom he was to correspond, as well as the

private means of communication, through which

he might secretly inform the presidents of those

chapters of whatever injurious to their cause

should occur in the lodge of the capital. Thus

the evil designs of the contemptible individuals

who had sought the ruin of the work raised by

their own hands, were averted, by the foresight

of this patriotic man.

Besides this discouraging news, Sandov^l

learned the abortion of another attempt, which

had been meditated during his absence ; though

this seemed to affect him less, considering the

character, motives and means of the man who

had originated it. It was a personage of high

rank, a grandee of Spain, of very turbulent and

restless spirit, possessing some courage ; but

no determined character in politics, although



38 SANDOVAL; on,

he always made it a point to appear a liberal ;

somewhat hair-brained and vain-glorious ; highly

vindictive, though having the art to dissemble

it ; a great spendthrift,, and consequently per-

petually involved in pecuniary difficulties;

always enlisted in the banners of the party

opposed to the established government, no matter

which ; and, lastly, dreaming eternally of his

being the man par excellence for the head of a

revolution. This man,* such as we have de-

scribed him, had received from Ferdinand a

personal insult, which he resolved deeply to

avenge. For this purpose he conceived a plan,

highly perilous, if certain circumstances should

fail at the moment of its execution, but equally

safe if they all concurred, its great feature

being the complete destruction of the heads

of the government, with all their ramifications,

at one single blow. United to the liberal party

* We do not mention the name of this individual in

pity to him, though he will be easily recognized by those to

whom he is in any degree known.
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by the rule of his conduct hinted above, this

nobleman had the address to engage the masons,

to whose society he belonged, in his projects,

taking always great care to veil from their

sight the immediate motives which urged him

to step forward on this occasion, and which he

rather represented as the plausible ambition of

obtaining a place in the temple of fame, beside

the heroes who had been saviours of their

country. The execution of his plan was de-

layed only while he obtained certain political

information from abroad, through Anselmo

himself, to whom he communicated every part

of his project, to the details of which not even

those who held the highest rank in the lodge

were privy. The information required to carry

the plan into execution, agreed in every respect

with the object of the projector, and nothing

remained now to do, but to wait for a favourable

opportunity. In order, however, tobring it sooner

about, the most active steps were commenced,

when a ministerial order, by which its principal
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executor was suddenly removed from the in-

tended scene of action, came most timely to

prevent its explosion.

Among these various disasters Sandoval

learned with delight the news with which his

friend accompanied the above information, and

which he had reserved as a panacea to every

disappointment.
"

During my residence in

London," said Anselmo,
" I have received

assurances from the patriots, who have taken

refuge in England, that a rising will take place

at Barcelona as soon as the day for its execu-

tion shall have been agreed upon between the

leaders of that undertaking and the patriots

who are in other parts of the Peninsula. I

have hastened back to arrange with them this

important point, in which I shall stand greatly

in need of your co-operation, in order to stir up

the dastardly spirits of some of our former

companions, which seem to ebb and flow with

every change of the moon ; but as most of our

friends in the provinces are now ready to act at
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an instant's notice, I hope those of the capital

will enter cordially into the plan, which, the

spirit of the people considered, promises the

most cheering results."

Sandoval expressed his joy at this agreeable

news, and his readiness to commence his efforts

in bringing back those who had withdrawn

themselves from the path of duty. It was

agreed between them, that our hero should be

the external agent in this affair, and visit some

of the neighbouring cities to make arrangements

with those patriots who were ready to co-operate

with them, while his friend was to return to

Madrid, to forward their plan with those of that

city. After concerting various plans of visits,

meetings, and correspondence, by which the

affair was to be carried on in a manner equally

bold and rapid, secret and secure, the two

friends parted.

It is not our object to enter here into a de-

tailed account of the steps taken by Sandoval

and his friends to bring about their intended
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plans, the immediate results of which, being

thwarted by the treachery and deceit of one of

the principal agents, the details of them are of

course uninteresting. We shall_, therefore, re-

mark generally, that the agreeable news conveyed

by Sandoval, to the patriots residing out of the

capital, namely, that the evils that afflicted their

country would soon terminate, and his efforts to

induce them to co-operate with their confederates,

(in which he had to encounter many obstacles

and dangers,) produced so great an agitation

among those who were in the secret of the un-

dertaking, that the most rapid progress was

made throughout the Peninsula towards its

speedy success. Unfortunately, the person com-

missioned by the emigrants of London and

Paris to the frontiers of Cataluna, turned out to

be an unprincipled impostor, and probably a

spy of the government, who not only invented

the story of a projected rising, but continued

deceiving the emigrants for months together,

till after reciprocal communications between the
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masons of the capital, and those of Cataluna,

who, notwithstanding their having expressed

themselves ready to enter into the plot, could

learn nothing of its existence in the province, it

was discovered that the whole plan was an im-

position.

In consequence of this untoward event, the

principal agents in this affair found themselves

involved in fresh difficulties, and greatly compro-

mised. In several parts of the kingdom the

plot was on the point of exploding, and it was

necessary, in order to prevent the innumerable

misfortunes which partial risings could not fail

to produce, to arrest its progress ; while they

could only hope to escape the dangers of a dis-

covery, by immediately realizing the expecta-

tions they had raised. With this object, they

endeavoured to seek for a man who should be

the first to raise the cry of liberty, and who

should unite the established reputation of a good

soldier to the character of a lover of his country.

Lacy would have been the man uniting these

reauisites; but the unfortunate General had
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just fallen a victim to his patriotism.* There

were several to whom the patriots turned their

eyes ; but, none inspired sufficient confidence to

entitle them to this distinction, or perhaps, to

speak more correctly, there was none, among

the superior officers who would step forward to

save his country, at the risk of losing his post,

and perchance his life. The patriots of Galicia

offered to be the first to raise the standard of

the Constitution, in the event of no one else dar-

ing to do it ; and even this condition would not

have been made by them, had not the previous

events of the unfortunate Porlier thrown in their

way obstacles almost insurmountable.

In this emergency, a man of undaunted

courage, ardent patriotism, great political know-

* The manner of General Lacy's death is too generally

known, to render it necessary for us to describe it here ;

besides his was an isolated attempt, unconnected with the

masonic association, the progress of which we are en-

deavouring to trace, as was also that of the patriotic

Richards, which preceded the other by a few months

only. However, both Lacy and Richards were members

of the association.
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ledge, and military reputation ; the heroic Colonel

Vidal, who resided at Valencia, and who being

a member of the masonic association, was in

open correspondence with the patriots of Ma-

drid, could not see patiently the anxiously

expected moment of his country's deliverance

put off from day to day. He, therefore, made

a journey to Madrid, with the object of ascer-

taining more minutely the causes that opposed

themselves to the success of so glorious an un-

dertaking. Informed of every particular, and

finding that the only obstacle against carrying

their plans into effect, arose from the want of

a chief to give the first impulse to the nation, he

held conferences about the possibility of perform-

ing that office himself. It was evident that the

chains of despotism once broken in some important

part of Spain, a sense of the detestable conduct

of the government and their chief, might then

become general, and an appeal be made to the

nation, calling upon every Spaniard to step for.

ward to recover the rights of which he had
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been so treacherously deprived, and to ex-

tricate himself from the degraded situation

into which he was sunk. Moreover, it was

no less evident, that the government could not

repress the rebellion; first, because they were

in total want of funds ; and, secondly, because

their troops were scattered about the Peninsula,

and most had agreed to join the first patriots

who should raise the cry of regeneration ;

but in particular those that belonged to the

expeditionary army, which was at the moment

in Estremadura. From CoruSa, Vigo. Ferrol

and Santona, assurances had been received that

their efforts might be relied upon. The co-ope-

ration to be expected from Navarre, was both

real and powerful. There was a certainty that

in Old Castile and La Mancha, parties would

immediately rise to divert the attention of the

government, and intercept their forces; and,

lastly, the conspiracy, which was to burst at

Madrid directly after, and which had number-

less ramifications in other cities of the kingdom,
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would complete the downfall of despotism. With

such prospects as these, Vidal could not repress

his vehement anxiety to see his country free, and

combating the opposition he met with at Ma-

drid from some of the masons, who were of

opinion that the explosion should be delayed, he

offered to remove the obstacles started by them,

and earnestly entreated that he might be allowed

the glory of being the first to raise the standard

of liberty.

Our hero, who had been for some months

engaged in the affairs just mentioned, now has-

tened to the capital, to be present at the con-

ference. On his arrival there, he proceeded to

the lodge where his friends were assembled. He

seconded Vidal's proposal, and urged that the

moment of the explosion should not be delayed

an instant, as everywhere their friends seemed

to expect it with anxiety, and as otherwise their

ardour might cool, and fresh difficulties, which

did not exist at the moment, prevent its final

success at a future period. Several other gen-

tlemen being of the same opinion as Sandoval,
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the honour sought by Vidal was granted him,

and it was resolved that on the following day

he should set off for Valencia (which was to be

made the scene of his operations) accompanied

by our hero, whose services Vidal thought he

should stand in need of.

Jt was night when this conference terminated,

and our hero now proceeded without loss of

time to the house of Dona Clara, where he had

taken up his quarters on his arrival at the

capital, and where he had left his servant, from

whom he expected to learn many circumstances

respecting Gabriela, into the secrets of whose

present situation he doubted not Roque had

been duly initiated, through Rosa's intimacy.

On reaching it, he had the satisfaction to be

received by the kind hostess with her accus-

tomed affection and cordiality. His absence,

and the dangers by which it had been accom-

panied, (of which he was compelled to give her

a full and circumstantial account) seemed to

enhance the pleasure she felt at sheltering him

again under her roof. She loaded him with
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praises on the prudent and gallant manner in

which he had acquitted himself of his late com-

mission, and exhorted him to proceed boldly

with his exertions in favour of a cause sacred

on so many accounts, and for the sake of which

both himself and his father were such great

sufferers. Having seen that he took the re-

freshments she had ordered for him, she at

length allowed him to retire to his own apart-

ment, a kindness for which he felt at that mo-

ment more grateful than his good breeding

allowed him to express, his impatience to learn

from Roque \\hatever news he knew of Gabriela,

having kept him, during the two long hours he

had spent with his kind hostess, as uncomfort-

able as if he had been lying on thorns.

To his great mortification, however, he learned,

on inquiring for his servant, that he had gone

out to a dance, from which they did not expect

he would return till three or four next morning.

This was excessively provoking ;
but he could

hardly repress his rage, when he found that none

VOL. III. D
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of the servants could inform him which place

he had selected for his night's revels. " It is

impossible to say where you will find him,"" said

one of the servants,
" for one time he goes to

one place, and at another to another.'"

" And which are those different places ?

Curse the rascal and them, too !" cried our im-

patient hero.

"
Why, sometimes he goes to pass an hour or

so at Lavapie, to the first house where he hears

any dancing going on ; at other times to Besu-

guillo's rooms ; and of late, he has been in the

habit of frequenting some of the houses of our

trades' people; though I think to-night he is

likely to be found at a dance of the manolos,

in their ward."

" What f exclaimed Sandoval,
" does he

frequent such infernal dens ?"

" Now and then, for a frolic, he does," said

his informant ;
" but you must not think the

worse of him, for the poor fellow does it on

your account."
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" On my account ?" repeated Sandoval.

"
Yes, Sir, on your account ; for he was so

sad and melancholy, that he wanted a little dis-

sipation to enliven his spirits."

"
I'll enliven them for him, I promise you,"

said Sandoval, putting on his cloak and his hat

to sally out in search of his servant.

" A pretty wild-goose chace you'll have,"

said Roque's advocate ;
" but if you wish to

find h,im, Sir, seek him at the churripample

dances ; you understand me, Sir, candil* dances

I mean."

The idea of being kept in a mortal suspense

during the whole night was insupportable to

Sandoval ; though, in fact, it would only have

added a few hours more to the many days he had

passed without the information he so much

wished to obtain ; but he could not brook an

instant's delay, when the means of obtaining it

* So called, because the illumination consists in a single

iron lamp, hanging from a hook.

D 2
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were so near at hand. He, therefore, rather
f

than be tantalized an instant longer, chose the

alternative of launching into the labyrinth of

narrow, dark, and dangerous lanes with which

the Lavapie is intersected, and exposing himself

to be robbed, or perhaps having his throat cut.
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CHAPTER III.

Lo ! rising from yon dreary tomb,

What spectre stalks across the gloom !

With haggard eyes, and visage pale,

And voice that moans with feeble wail !

OUILVIE.

HAVING ascertained from Roque's friend as

nearly as he could the place in Lavapie where

he was likely to meet him, Sandoval proceeded

towards the spot with all possible haste, till at

last he came to a lane where he heard not Jar

off the twanging of guitars, and the sound of

voices singing the lively and favourite dances of

the manolas, called manchegas^ and observed

some of their women just entering the house
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from which the merry sounds issued. He has-

tened to the place, and knocking at the door

demanded admittance in the usual way.
" May

I crave the favour of being admitted to partici-

pate in your pleasures ?"

"
By all means," said an old sybil who

opened the door to him, and gave him, in their

common ridiculous style, some necessary direc-

tions, that he should not mistake his road. The

first passage, however, was so dark, that San-

doval was obliged to grope along as if he had

been blindfolded, his head now and then touch-

ing the ceiling, from which fragments of it

crumbled down, and covered him all over with

dust, while his feet occasionally stuck into the

holes and crevices of the floor, from which, with

great difficulty, he got his boots out. On reach-

ing a small court, his way became a little more

discernible, both by the twilight which lent it

its dim light, and by the clamour and din that

issued from the room where the dance was kept

up. As he entered the second passage, he heard

more distinctly the obstreperous laugh and loud
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talk of the men, who graced every other word

with an oath or an obscenity, and the shrill and

penetrating voices of the women singing their

manchegas, and cutting their jokes at each other,

mingling with the confused sounds of timbrels,

guitars, one or t\vo violins, and spirited stamp-

ing of the feet. He was almost tempted to turn

back ; but the hope of finding his servant there

prevailed, and he proceeded towards the room

in which he discerned a single lamp hanging

from the ceiling, and scattering just light enough

to enable them to see each other's faces. The

door of this room was so small, that Sandoval

was obliged to stoop till his head nearly touched

his knees ; and as there was a step to be de-

scended which he did not notice, he came into

the room with that part of his body foremost,

and his heels cutting a caper in the air

"
Chica,* put out the light, for the gentleman

is now a bed," said one of the manolas, sud-

denly turning to one of her friends.

*
Corresponding in English to "I say," or " my dear."
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A burst of laughter followed this sally,
while

the confused Sandoval endeavoured to disen-

tangle himself from his cloak, and recover his

upright position.
" 'Tis die custom here, my

darling, to pay for the bed on which we lie,""

said another, approaching him with one hand

fixed on her hip, and the other stretched out,

and surveying him from head to foot, her head

bent on one side, and nodding with a saucy,

impudent look, while she beat time with her

toes on the ground.
" And pray what may your charge be ?"*

inquired he.

*' The more you give us the better, my
beloved," she said,

" but we'll be reasonable,

and have it in the right juice ; Valdepenas, I

trow you like. Well, then, slacken the strings

of your pouch, and I'll send for an azumhre."*

Sandoval thought it prudent not to object to

this, and pulled out his purse (which happened

to be tolerably well furnished, and on which

* Two quarts.
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more than one eager glance lighted) to take out

a silver piece which he gave to the manola " I

see you love the king's face," said she,
" he is a

good looking man enough in the yellow ones,

but d n me if I would exchange my Pepehillo

for his royal person.'
1

Saying this, she took the piece, and beckoning

to a tall mqfo, who was in earnest conversation

with several others, gave him the silver, and

spoke to him in a low voice, of which Sandoval

only caught the two or three last words; but of

which he did not know the meaning, as they

were spoken in their peculiar slang. She then

invited our hero, to sit down, while the wine came,

on one of the wooden benches which stood against

the wall, where once installed, she began to pour

forth a volley of witticisms, which she occasion-

ally seasoned with an oath to render them more

expressive. Most of it, however, was lost on

Sandoval, whose eyes were glancing from one

corner of the room to another, endeavouring to

discover, whether lloque was am'ong the revel-

lers.
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The room, which might be about thirty feet

wide by thirty-five long, was evidently too small

for tlie company who were assembled in it, and

who amounted to about sixty persons, some of

whom were sitting squat on the floor, round a

iofa,* which they occasionally lifted up to their

lips, and kissed with the devotional fervour

peculiar to the manolos. Another group was

seen sitting on a bench near a blind fiddler, whom

they accompanied with their guitars, while some

of the girls who stood by added their own

voices and the regular sounds of their timbrels

to that of the numerous castanets of the dancers,

who were in the middle of the room, executing

with the graceful attitudes peculiar to this kind

of people, their manchegas in sets of four persons

of both sexes to each, all of whom joined to

really fine shapes and well formed limbs the

utmost elegance in their movements, and vivacity

and expression in their countenances. The dress

of the women was in their usual
style. A

* A small leather bag for wine.
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mantilla pinned on the large knot of hair, which

they wear on one side of the head, and falling

gracefully, one end of it as low as the neck, and

the other over the shoulder and arm. On their

head, and between the plaits of the mantilla that

conceal part of their ebony hair, peeped a rose

or a pink of large size. Their small waists

were tightly laced, and clothed with a silk

spencer, fitting close, and having a variety of

silk and silver fringes, and buttons of the same

colour, at the shoulders and cuffs. Their pet-

ticoats, of different colours and stuffs, reaching

only about the lower part of the calves of their

legs,,
shewed beautiful net-work stockings of

exquisite whiteness ; while their small feet were

enclosed in very small shoes, all of coloured silk,

graced with large bows, and just covering the

toes. Their eyes, which they cast with such

a roguish expression of conscious power as

rendered them almost irresistible, were large,

dark, and lively ; their countenances oval and

regularly formed ; and their complexions, though

brown, were sufficiently pleasing, and free from
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that yellow tinge which bespeaks ill health, and

the effects of intemperance in a southern climate.

With respect to the men, their dress corre-

sponded in every respect with that of their

women. A bowl-crowned, broad brimmed

hat, clapped over the right ear, with a redccilla*

underneath, enclosing the long tresses of their

black hair, which they tie together in a large

knot ; a short velvet jacket, fitting close to the

body, and trimmed with silk buttons both on the

shoulders and on the sleeves; an elegant vest.

adorned with several rows of hanging silver but-

tons ; breeches, also of velvet, and similarly

adorned about the knees; snow-white stockings; ao 7
.

pair of small shoes, decked with a magnificent bow

of silver lace
;
and to complete the whole, a cloak

lightly thrown over the left shoulder, leaving

the right arm at liberty. Their countenances,

equally expressive with those of their women,

were covered with immense black whiskers.,

extending from their ears to their cheek-bones,

* A small net for the hair.
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and down to the corner of their mouths, in

which they held their cigars, while their large

dark eyes shone now fiercely, and now amorous-

ly, according as they were agitated by love or

jealousy, merriment or displeasure.

Hardly had Sandoval ended his scrutiny, when

a little ragamuffin, dressed in tatters, and without

shoes or stockings, came running in with a.bota

full of wine, which he laid at the foot of the ma-

nola, after whispering some words into her ear, to

which she answered, "she would do so," and then

taking the bota, added with a nod to Sandoval,

" here is to you, my darling," handing him

afterwards the skin, to follow her example.

Sandoval took it, but presented it to another

girl who was near him, and then called to two

or three more to aid in emptying it. These

called their corlejos, and in less than two rounds

the skin gave its last groan. During this time,

however, a dispute commenced between two of

the manolas, about who should have precedence

in the next draught. The one swore she would

choke the other, if she attempted to take the skin
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first ; and her opponent retorted by declaring,

that if she had as many eyes as her spencer had

buttons, she would tear them all out, rather than

stand by and see her drink first. These threats

were followed by sarcasms and nicknames; and

these by taunts and accusations; after which

they both assumed a threatening attitude.

They threw back on their shoulders their

mantillas, placed their knuckles on their hips,

and shaking their heads, shewed their white

teeth, as their mouths grew distorted with rage,

and glanced their dark eyes at each other in such

a manner, that they seemed to emit sparkles.

At length they flew at each other like two wild

cats, their shrill voices resembling the cry of

those animals when engaged in a deadly conflict.

Sandoval, Avho had risen to quit these baccha-

nalians, thought he would do an act of charity,

if before he left the place, he parted the two

furies, whose mantillas now hung in rags about

their necks, as did also the rest of their dress.

" Stand off, squire frock !" cried two or three of

the bystanders, seizing him by the arms, "let
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the good souls fight it out, unless you wish to

know how deep our nails can go into your face."

As Sandoval knew that these ladies are never

in the habit of repeating their threats, he stood

still according as he was bid, looking to the issue

of this quarrel, with different feelings from those

of the whole set of revellers, who surrounded the

combatants, now applauding their mettle, and

now encouraging them to proceed. At last one

of the spectators cried out " Zounds ! must

you fight like common women, and can you not

make short work to your broil with your

knives?
1 '

At these words one of the fighting women,

recollecting she had one about her, firmly grasp-

ed the throat of her antagonist, and thrusting

her hand into her pocket, in an instant she

opened the knife, and made a deep gash in the

neck of her enemy, who gave a shrill scream,

and then fell on the floor covered with gore.

At sight of this, the other darted to the door,

and the cry of murder was raised. All the

spectators now rushed out of the room, as if
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each of them had been the perpetrator of the

deed, and Sandovai followed the crowd, whose

impulse it was impossible to resist. But on

reaching the outside door, the same boy, who

had taken in the wine skin, came running and

shouting,
tf La justicia, lajusticiar*

In this emergency, Sandovai stood at the

door uncertain what road to take, yet anxious

to be out of the way of these gentlemen ; for

he well knew, that were the manolos to see

him in their clutches, they would not hesitate

in accusing him of the deed, in order to save

one of their own people. While he was thus

musing, the same manola who had been sitting

with him, approached from behind, and giving

him a smart tap on the shoulder," Have you,

my darling, a mind to be hung ?" cried she, as

if guessing the thoughts that were crossing his

brain. " If you be anxious to escape the mi-

nions,
1 '

1

she added,
" follow me, and I'll shelter

* The alguaciles or constables are so called, as forming

a branch of that tree which in Spain often bears such bitter

fruit.
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you for an hour. Your liberality and genteel

way of doing things must not pass unrequited."

Saying this, she took him by the arm, and

with hasty steps led the way, through two or

three crooked and narrow lanes, to a house of

no very prepossessing appearance, though simi-

lar to those of that quarter of the town. They

then mounted in the dark a flight of stairs,

which was common to every inmate of that

house, and the manola, opening a door at the

very top of it, requested Sandoval to enter.

When he had done so, she told him, she would

be with him in a twinkling of the eye, for she

was only going to fetch a light, and then quitted

him, taking the precaution to lock the door, a

measure which he, thinking it unnecessary, did

not much like. As, however, there was now

no remedy, he groped about the room, till he

stumbled against a wooden chair, on which he

sat down to wait her return. This was not

quite so speedy as she had promised ; for a

quarter of an hour had now elapsed, and she

had not, yet made her appearance. After wait-
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ing half an hour longer, Sandoval 'began to

grow impatient. He listened attentively to

catch some sounds ; but all was still and silent

as the grave. He got up, and went to the door,

which he tried to force open ; but it was too

well secured, and resisted both his hands and

feet. He then began a cruise round the room,

to discover if there were any window in it, from

which he might either call out, or make his

escape; and stretching out his hands towards the

walls, felt as he went on here a nail, or a piece

of paper hanging loosely, and further on, a

chink or a hole. Presently, however, the wall

seemed to vanish at once from his touch, and

stumbling against a plank or a step, he fell down,

his head striking against the frame-work of a

bed, and his stretched hands clasping a man's

leg, which jutted out from the bed, and which

felt perfectly stiff and cold.

A chill came over SandovaTs frame, as he

grasped this dead limb, which, he doubted not,

was that of some murdered wretch, who, like

himself, had been inveigled into that dark dwell-
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ing, to be robbed and poignarded by some of

the ruffians who inhabited that part of the town,

and of whom probably the manola was an asso-

ciate. During some minutes, he remained in the

same posture, stretched on the ground, his fore-

head supported against the bed, covered with a

cold sweat ,and all his limbs shaking with agita-

tion, without the power of moving from the spot

where he lay. At length his natural courage

gradually returning, he cast his head back, and

perceived just opposite, and even with the floor,

a long crevice gleaming with light, which he

immediately thought must belong to a door com-

municating with another room. He rose hastily,

and rushing towards it, gave a furious push, by

which a door flew back, slapped against the

wall, and rebounded upon him with such force,

as nearly knocked him down. He, however,

pushed it back again, eager to fly
from that

abode of murder ; but no sooner he had entered

the room where the lights were, than he re-

mained transfixed to the spot, his eyes riveted

on an object as horrible as that from which he

wished to escape ; namely, an immense long
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coffin lying on the floor, and containing a corpse

shrouded in a franciscan habit, the ghastly coun-

tenance of which was rendered more visible by

two wax tapers that burned on each side of it.

His horror, at sight of this object, great as it

was, increased considerably, when he perceived

the corpse rise slowly from his coffin, and open

a pair of huge eyes, which seemed to grow

larger and larger, as he rose, and which he fixed

with a sort of dead-like gaze on Sandoval.

When the spectre stood on his legs, he ap-

peared of a gigantic size, his head nearly touch-

ing the ceiling of the garret, which was more

than a foot above Sandoval's. He then walked

with measured steps towards him, pausing

awhile at every step he took, his hands thrust

into the side pockets of his habit, which was

tied round his waist with a thick rope. Having

come up to Sandoval, he drew both his hands

suddenly from the pockets, and presenting to

his head two large horse pistols, said in a laconic

manner, but with a deep sepulchral voice,

"
Squire, your money."

Our hero, who not to mention the surprise
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caused by this strange apparition, was unarmed,

felt that it would be wiser to comply with his

request, without even offering any remark ;

accordingly, he drew out his purse, and ten-

dered it to him. "
Lay it on the table," said

the ghost again, in a dry voice, adding as briefly

as before " And now your watch."

"
Any other trinkets ?" inquired he, when,

he saw the watch on the table. " Turn the

inside of all your pockets outwards."

Sandoval obeyed in silence. "
Now, you may

go," added the dead alive, pointing to a door

in the same room
;

"
but, mark me, I'll dog

you home, and if I find you allow your tongue

to slip out a word on this adventure, be sure

you shall not tell it twice."

Saying this, he accompanied him to the door

of the room, which opened on the same stairs by

which he had come up to the other garret, and

leavinghimto descend them in the dark, locked the

door inside as he heard Sandoval quit the house.

Fortunate in having escaped with his life,
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which he had hardly hoped to do, our hero

hastened out of those cut-throat lanes, making

various reflections on the excellence of the go-

vernment, which kept up a police, merely with

the view of facilitating its plans of persecution

and vengeance, and crowding the dungeons with

virtuous and honourable citizens, for differing

from them in opinion on purely abstract subjects,

while those real crimes which fell more immedi-

ately under their cognizance, and by which the

properties and lives of individuals were endan-

gered, passed unheeded, and were daily permitted

to increase to a frightful excess. "
But," said

he to himself, as he cast a cautious look around

him, to avoid being surprised or knocked down

by some concealed ruffian,
" such a state of dis-

organization in the police, is with a piece with

that of the other branches of government,

though I ought to rejoice at it; for every tiling

which increases disorder will contribute to hasten

the downfall of this dreadful system of anarchy

and oppression.
1 '
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After these reflections, considering that his

personal safety would be endangered, were he

to lay a formal complaint before the police,

not only because of the threat held out to him

by the manolo, who had lightened him of his

purse and watch, and the vengeance of whose

gang he was likely to draw upon him ; but

because by so doing, he might attract the notice

of the chief of the police, whose enmity and

violence he had as great reasons to fear as those

of the former, he resolved to return home,

without taking any steps to recover his property,

and without visiting any more bailes de eandil.

In justice., however, to the celebrated Besuguillo's

dancing parties, we ought to remark here, that

the evening's entertainment would not have

ended quite so tragically as in that of the

manolos ; although it seldom terminated other-

wise than by a formal cudgelling, the heteroge-

neous nature of the company containing in itself

every element of discord and strife. There were

officer tailors, and gentlemen shoemakers, who

are always at open war, the former ranking in
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their own conceit a step higher in the scale of

society than the latter, and they scorning the

pretensions of individuals, nine of whom they

account are necessary to make a single man ;

besides, there were also to be found those rivals

in newsmongering, barbers, and porters of

public offices; pettyfogging lawyers, and their

counterpart, subaltern officers of the army ; gen-

tlemen's valets de chambre, and their loving

friends, grooms and coachmen ; and, lastly, mi-

litary officers, and guardias de corps* in disguise,

who were in the habit of visiting those rooms

with the laudable intention of throwing all into

confusion, and making riots, the female part of

the company being very well inclined to assist

in those frolics, though (were men to judge by

the finery, and almost elegant simplicity of their

appearance) no one would suspect them of being

capable,
" even of breaking a plate," as the

Spanish expression goes.

"
Life guardsmen, a corps composed of sons of hidalgos,

who hold the rank of officers in the other corps of the army,

and who are in attendance on the king and the royal family.
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CHAPTER IV.

Between the acting of a dreadful thing,

And the first motion, all the interim is

Like a phantasma, or a hideous dream ;

The genius and the mortal instruments

Are then in council, and the state of man.

Like to a little kingdom, suffers then

The nature of an insurrection.
SHAKSPEARE.

SANDOVAL had just extricated himselffrom the

labyrinth of narrow lanes of Lavapie, when he

heard one o'clock strike. If, as he had been

informed, Roque would not be home till three,

he had still two hours to wait before he could

hope to see him, and he resolved to go round by

the Prado, to arrange his ideas a little among its

silent avenues, which the scenes of that night

had greatly disturbed. In his way there, he

VOL. III. E
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could not resist the temptation of passing before

the garden of Don Antonio's house, which he

had learned, was within a short walk of that

promenade, in hopes of discovering something

further of what so deeply engrossed his thoughts.

'He had hardly reached the walls that encompass

the garden, when his ear caught the sounds of

two persons, male and female, singing some of

the seguidillas he had so frequently heard sung

by the people of his native town. He stopped,

and listened more attentively, and soon perceived

that the singers were no others than Rosa and

her sweetheart Roque, who, by Avay of accom-

paniment, dashed his long nails over the strings

of a guitar with a quick time, causing the instru-

ment to yield, if not its sweetest, at least its-

loudest tones. Suddenly, however, those sounds

ceased altogether, and he heard a window thrown

open, and the steps of one of them hastening

towards a door, that gave into the place where

he was, while a well known voice shouted from

the window,
"
Halloo, there ! who makes that

noise below ? If it be you, Rosa, I'll have you
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turned out of the house, as sure as my name is

Aniceto ; for I will not be disturbed by you or

any one else."

There was a pause after these words, and the

window then shut with a loud noise. "
Rosa,"

whispered Roque, who had now reached the

side of the wall, followed by the light steps of

Rosa,
" I see I must go, else we shall presently

have that meddling scoundrel upon us ; and

though perhaps he may not remember me, if he

were to discover who I am, I'll be bound, he

would keep me as a hostage for my master.

How I should like to send a bullet through the

villain's head."

" Well then be off; but when shall I see you

again ?" enquired Rosa.

"
I don't know if I'll be able to come to-mor-

row ; for I now expect my master every day,"

replied he.

" Whenever I think of him," said Rosa,
" I

cannot help pitying him. What will he do now,

think you, when he learns the sad news ?"

" 'Tis hard to say," replied Roque,
" he may

E 2
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perhaps shoot himself, or he may perhaps shoot

his brother, or he may perhaps shoot Doiia

Gabriela, or he may perhaps shoot both, and then

himself. That he will shoot somebody is beyond

all doubt."

" If he were to shoot you, there would be one

fool less in the world." said Rosa. " You never

can give a discreet answer to a question, block-

head ! Why should he shoot any of the three,

when none are to blame ?"

" And why should a drunken man oftener at-

tempt to stab the jolly companion he has been

drinking with, or the tavernkeeper who has sold

him the wine, than anybody else ? Why, because,

like my master, he will have lost his reason, and

there is the why. Don't you know we always kill

those we love best, in preference to those we de-

spise ? I may perhaps be killing you one of these

days, too, if I find any quivering in your affection.
1"

"
I had much rather see you hanged, and

your love too, but, hark ! I dare say 'tis he,

now be off, for God's sake.'
1

Here she seemed to resist some little testi-
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monial of Roque's love; for there was some

struggling between them, and a siap on the face

was heard distinctly ; after which the door

opening, Roque came out rubbing his cheek,

and the door shut again.

Meantime, Sandoval, who had heard the whole

of this conversation, had with difficulty checked

his impatience to break in upon them ; but no

sooner Roque appeared, than he stood before

him, exclaiming,
" What are your sad news ?

Tell them quickly Speak, ideot ! speak !''

Roque beheld this sudden apparition with

the utmost amazement ; he opened both his

eyes and mouth as widely as they could possibly

distend, and then uttering a deep groan, ran

off as if a ghost was at his heels ; but seeing

himself so closely pursued, that the collar of his

coat more than once just escaped the grasp of

the pursuer, and perceiving that his legs would

not carry him any further, he at length dropped

on his knees, and implored quarter in such a

terrified tone of voice, and making so many
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grotesque grimaces, that his master could not

help bursting into a hearty laugh, and exclaim-

ing "Why man, don't you know your mas-

ter?"

" God in heaven !" exclaimed he, panting

for breath,
" how should I, when your voice

sounds in my ears like that of a soul in pur-

gatory ? But if it really be yourself in person,

do not kill me, for the sake of the Virgin Mary,

Sir,"

" And why should I, you ideot !" cried his

master.

" Because I see something in your looks that

forebodes no good ; and, besides, there is blood

on your gloves."

Sandoval looked at them, and was surprised

to see indeed some drops ; but as he could

well account for it, by having accidentally

touched the wounded manola, he assured

Roque he had nothing to fear, and lending him

his hand to get up, succeeded in quelling his

apprehensions after a good deal of trouble.
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" And now," said he,
"

tell me all you know

about Gabriela and her family ; but pray spare

me your own reflections and comments.'"
1

" That is in other words leave out the

cream, for your delicate stomach cannot bear

it," said Roque.
"
Well, the story then is short

enough. It seems that Dona Gabriela, after

spending two most miserable years in the con-

vent, during which the charitable sisters told

her so many good things about you, that she

came to the determination of taking the veil,

was suddenly surprised by learning that it was

Dofia Angela's wish she should not do any such

thing ; but rather leave the convent immediately,

which she accordingly did, and ....""

"
Why," interrupted his master,

"
I have heard

the contrary of that story ; that it was Dona

Angela's wish Gabriela should take the veil ;

but that Gabriela insisted on leaving the

convent.
11

" And don't you know that it is always the

way with the world to misrepresent things,

saying black for white, and green for red ?
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But the fact is, that Doiia Angela took some

pains to make it appear that it was Dona

Gabriela's wish to quit the convent, instead of

her own, in order to save her character for

sanctity with our devout ladies of Logrono.

The reason of this change of mind in Dona

Angela is still involved in mystery ;
but Rosa

tells me that from what she has been able to

collect, she suspects that Father Lobo is at the

bottom of it all ; though she can't tell what

Dona Angela's intentions are."

" To bring about Gabriela's union with my
brother, who, doubtless, is agreed with her on

the subject,'
1
cried his master,

" as it appears,

from what I have heard elsewhere, that they

were to have been married previous to their

departure from Logrono."
" I don't care what you have heard,'

1

said

Roque tossing up his head,
" I know better

than you, and your informers, that your brother

has never spoken a word of marriage to her,

nor she to him. When she left the convent, it

was all settled they should immediately come
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to Madrid, and your brother remained behind,

which is a clear proof he was not reckoned as

one of the family ; and had it not been for an

order that brought him to Madrid, where he

was promoted to the rank of Brigade General,

it is certain he would have always remained

there commanding the troops of that province."
"
And, sirrah ! do you think to impose upon

me, by asserting that he is not very attentive

to Gabriela, and she very kind to him ?'' in-

quired Sandoval.

"
By the Saint of my name !" exclaimed

Roque,
"
ought he to be otherwise than atten-

tive ? and would you wish her to be unkind

to your own brother ? You come from France

with very queer ideas in your head, upon my
faith ! One would think you had been copying

those gabachos ; apparently all devotion and

politeness to the ladies, and yet, in their hearts,

the most uncouth brutes in the creation. But

to go on. When Don Fermin arrived at

Madrid, Dona Angela intimated to him, for the

first time, her desire to bring about a marriage
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between him and Dona Gabriela, if, as she was

informed, it were true he loved her. The

answer he returned, was, that were he to con-

sult his own happiness alone, he would not

hesitate an instant in accepting her daughter's

hand ; but that there existed two insurmount-

able obstacles; first, the pledge she and her

daughter had given you ; and, secondly, the

affection you might still entertain for each

other. That is what I call handsome, and

generous, and manly, more so than the prodigal

fits of a gentleman I know, who would give

away, even his heart, if he is vexed or dis-

appointed."
" A truce to your moralizing, friend Roque ;

for, methinks, I see where you aim your shaft,"
1 '

said his master good humourcdly.
"
Well, 'tis lucky you have not left your

eyes in France," said his servant- "But to

proceed. As to the first insurmountable ob-

stacle ; that is, their pledge to you, Dona

Angela said, it had ceased to exist from the

very moment she learned that you belonged to
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that society, (which, by the bye, is likely one

of these days to bring your neck acquainted

with a rope as thick as my thumb) every mem-

ber of which the holy father has excom-

municated, the pledge was dissolved ; and to

the second ; that is your love for her, or her

love for you, her only answer was, placing in

his hands a letter you had written to Dona

Gabriela, (I suppose in one of your lucid

moments), in which you declared you would

have nothing more to say to her, as you could

neither love nor esteem her, and asking to be

forgotten by her as the greatest favour she could

confer upon you.""

"
By heavens i" exclaimed Sandoval,

" that

letter is a forgery, and whoever be the villain

who passed it upon her, I'll tear his heart from

his bosom."

" That is, if you should ever find him out ;

and even then, 'tis easier said than done,"

added Roque ;
" but to go on. Notwithstanding

this clear proof of the end of your love, Don

Fermin still urged he could not think of
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the marriagt, unless Dona Gabriela herself

declared she was willing to give her hand

freely; for sooner than force her inclinations,

he would lay down his life. I like your

brother Don Fermin, he is a true Sandoval,

bating an over great zeal for church and king,

and "

"
Well, and what was Gabriela's answer ?"

interrupted his master, impatient to hear what

so deeply concerned him.

" That she would consider ; for which

purpose she begged to be allowed some days."

" That she would consider ?'' repeated his

master,
" was there room for consideration, if

she truly loved me ?"

" It seems there was, since she thought

proper to do so,
1 '

replied Roque
" But during

that time, Father Lobo, who got wind that

such a thing was really contemplated by DoHa

Angela, urged some reasons of his own, with

which I am not acquainted, to dissuade her

from bringing the matter to a conclusion ; and

there the matter rests.'
1
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" And is there nothing more for me to know ?
v

enquired his master hesitatingly, as if appre-

hensive of the answer which might follow such

a question.

" And what more do you wish?'
3
was the

reply.

"
Indeed, I wish for no more ; but I fear

you conceal something. Has not the king

seen Gabriela, and has he not expressed a

wish to become better acquainted with the

family ?"

*' Faith ! Sir, you seem to know more of the

matter than I thought," said Roque.
" He

indeed saw her, and expressed, as you say, a

wish to know the family more intimately ; but

as yet he has not visited them.
1 ''

" You seem a little reserved on the subject,

Roque,
1 ''

cried Sandoval ;
" but I will know all,

and you must not omit a word of it."

" But as I am a Christian, I knew no more

about it," replied Roque.
"

It is indeed re-

ported about that the king has fallen in love with

Dona Gabriela ; but Rosa says, that her young
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mistress avoids appearing at the queen's besa-

manos* as much as she can, so that his majesty

will find few opportunities to see her."

His master heaved a sigh, and muttered to

himself, as he entered Dona Clara's house, which

they had just reached. " Alas ! how can she

hope to escape unbridled power, assisted by the

villany of two bold and crafty ruffians ? May

providence watch over his fairest work, and may
he grant success to the undertaking on which

I am about to enter, that I may then be able to

stand forward as her protector.""

Saying this, he threw himself on his bed, ex-

hausted in body and mind, to repose himself a

few hours from his fatigues, and be better able

to perform the journey, which he was to under-

take in the company of Colonel Vidal, to Va-

lencia.

Early on the same day he mounted his horse,

and accompanied by his servant, hastened out of

Madrid, to join Vidal, with whom, as they tra-

Levees.
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veiled on, Sandoval concerted the measures to

be adopted, in order to ensure the success of

their enterprise.
" The character of the Valen-

cians," said Vidal, who knew them well,
"

is light,

inconstant, and without decision; but they are ac-

tive, intrepid, and intelligent. They have strong

passions, and cannot brook patiently the oppres-

sive tyranny of the cruel and vindictive Elio,

who is the terror of the province, and who, even

in the interior of their homes, has contrived to

introduce the yoke of his abhorred oppression.

His bigotry, or rather his hypocrisy, is become

insupportable to a people, who are far from being

superstitious, though, like the rest of the Spa-

niards, they are fond of religious ceremonies,

because, being addicted to pleasure, they find in

them the means of gratifying that propensity.

It is with detestation, therefore, that they see a

man who controuls them in their amusements,

who issues decrees in which he threatens with

death those who omit going to mass, or confess

on any day he pleases, who prys into the secrets

of their families, and punishes according to the
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whim of the moment the husband and wife who

happen to disagree upon domestic affairs. He

is, moreover, the first who broke through the

oaths he had made at the altar of his country,

who lent his arm to overthrow the government

by which he had been raised to the post he en-

joyed, who aided Ferdinand to mount the abso-

lute throne, who introduced dissension and civil

war among us, and who has deluged the pro-

vince, over which he tyrannizes, with blood.

This monster must fall, justice and policy de-

mand that he should be made an example to

his brother traitors. His death, which the

spirit of his murdered victims loudly calls for,

must precede every other step. By it, the fears

of thousands will be quelled, and the success of

our projects insured."

Sandoval wished that even the semblance of

violence should be avoided in bringing about

the desired change in the state ; but he was well

aware that whilst Elio lived, the terror he in-

spired would be in itself sufficient to cause the

failure of their undertaking. Besides, no me-
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clium could be observed with so inveterate and

sanguinary an enemy, who, even in his prayers,

breathed extermination to the liberals, and who

would not hesitate an instant to sacrifice them all

on the first suspicion. It was evident, that no

personal resentment or private thirst of ven-

geance, urged either Sandoval or Vidal to wish

his death, and had it not been demanded by the

cause for which they exposed their lives, the

wretch might have lived on, loaded with crimes,

as he was.

They nevertheless felt a repugnance to the

idea of shedding the blood, even of such a cri-

minal ; but on their arrival at Valencia, all their

friends insisted on Elio's death, as the only con-

dition on which they would lend any assistance

to their efforts. All the military forces of the

garrison, with the exception of a few mi/iones,*

who were the safeguard of the satrap, would

immediately declare themselves in their favour,

if that step were taken. In Pefiiscola, Denia,

* A sort of provincial militia of Valencia.
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and Alicante, the troops and the people were

upon the same principle, unanimous in their

offers of co-operation. A multitude of farmers

of the district, called the Kuerta, as well as of

every other place in the neighbourhood of Va-

lencia, were equally anxious for the fall of their

little tyrant, and had agreed to enter the city,

upon the first signal, and unite themselves to those

who were in it, in order to assist in awing those

who might offer resistance. A provisional junta

of government was immediately to be nominated,

under the orders of which all the chiefs in the

province were to place themselves, and take their

oath of allegiance ; so that the rebellion might

at once assume a popular form, and exclude the

idea, that it had been produced by a few dis-

loyal soldiers, seduced by designing men, or

bribed by gold. As a great many wealthy per-

sons of influence and name throughout the pro-

vince entered into this plot, and as the hatred

for Elio was general, its success was anticipated

by all who participated in the secret.

Things being in this state of forwardness, it was
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necessary that no time should be lost in striking

the blow with vigour and decision. Several

plans had been formed to make away with Elio;

but Vidal, aware that upon this step depended

the success of the undertaking, and the lives of

his numerous friends, would not trust it to a

third person, and resolved to take its execution

upon himself. This was to take place on the

last night of the year (1818), that the restoration

of liberty should begin its date with the com-

mencement of the new year ; and because Vidal,

though a man perfectly free from vulgar pre-

judices, had declared, that, if it were deferred

one night more, he would not answer for its

success, as he had a sort of presentiment to this

effect.

The last night of the year at length came,

and Sandoval directed his steps to the house

where his party were assembled. It was an

old, half ruined, long deserted dwelling, adjoin-

ing the noble mansion of the mayordomo of

the Duke of Medina Celi, (for in most cities in
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Spain this nobleman has similar establishments,)

and overlooking the beautiful gardens in the

back of it, but it was otherwise isolated. The

interior of this house presented the same scene

of desolation as its exterior, there being but one

long saloon fitted up, which was occasionally

used as a billiard-room, and in the middle of

which hung a lamp, which scattered a dubious

light over the assembled conspirators, all of

whom were gentlemen of the first families of

Valencia, and officers of the army. Vidal, who

was dressed in his colonel's uniform, was, as

Sandoval entered, pacing the room, apparently

a good deal disturbed. " If we must listen to

timid men," he was saying,
<k we had better

give up our undertaking altogether. To-night

the blow ought to be struck, or further delay

will prove fatal."

"
To-night r said a gentleman, by whom the

discussion was kept up,
"

it cannot be. Our

friends could not succeed in assembling all their

men ; for as it is the last day of the year, these
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could not well avoid the usual invitations to

pass it convivially with their friends and re-

lations."

" And to-morrow,
1"

returned Vidal, with the

bitterness of indignation,
"

it being the first of

the new year, they will not be able to attend,

because they must pass it away in dancing. Is

this to be borne ? Could not the slaves put off

their dancing till they could do it without their

chains ? or have they been brought to such a

state of degradation, that they cannot think of

giving up a night's revel for all the blessings of

liberty? If they must be the slaves of plea-

sure, they will be the eternal slaves of their

tyrants, they never will be free men they never

can be so."

" You wrong those men," said another gen-

tleman ;

"
it is true they are fond of pleasure,

but they would never sacrifice their duty to it ;

and I am certain they would have attended, if

they had been duly informed that their presence

was indispensable. But those who were to

have apprised them of it, feared that it would
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have excited suspicions among their various

friends, which might have proved fatal to our

designs."

" 'Tis precisely that cautiousness, bordering

on indecision, of which I disapprove," said Vidal.

"Tardiness, whether caused by distrust or cir-

cumspection, is the radical defect of our na-

tional character ;

' never do to-day what may

be put off till to-morrow,
1

is a proverb too fre-

quently used, and the spirit of which, I fear,

pervades the heart and soul of every Spaniard.

This apathy, this fatal recklessness, which at all

times has impeded the success of our most

brilliant undertakings, and kept us dependent

on the will of nations we despise, and always a

century behind them in improvement, will render

vis slaves to the end of time."

Sandoval was perfectly of Vidal's opinion.

He had himself little of the Spaniard in this

respect, and would never lose his time in deli-

berating, when it ought to be employed in act-

ing.
"
Gentlemen,

1'

said he,
" can we not

proceed to the execution of our plan without
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further delay ? If there be among our absent

friends some irresolute men, the best way to

impel them to action will be by shewing them

the example, and forcing them into the field.

Their principles are firm, of this no one of us

can entertain a doubt, and they will not see

their friends struggle without lending them their

aid, to triumph over their enemies."

To this mode of proceeding the other gentle-

men objected ; and the discussion being pro-

tracted till the time fixed for the execution of

VidaFs plan was passed, the party broke up

without coming to a decision, to the no small dis-

appointment of the chief and of our hero. The

second night passed away like the first, owing

to other little impediments, which did not fail

to increase Vidal's apprehensions, and Sari-

dovaPs displeasure. At last the third night ar-

rived. On this their plans were positively to be

carried into effect, as the conspirators were now

unanimous about it, and our hero bent his

course towards the house where they were as-

sembled, with feelings which he could not well
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define. The enthusiasm manifested by the

majority of them on the previous nights, had

evidently inspired him with favourable hopes of

the success of their plan ; but he felt a degree

of anxiety which he could hardly account for.

The magnitude of the present undertaking was,

however, no greater than that of those in which

he had before taken an active part ;
neither was

the risk in this instance greater than it had then

been. Why did his heart shrink with appre-

hension ? Vidal's omen flashed across his mind,

and though he saw the silliness of believing in

such predictions, he could not help thinking

that many a one before Vidal had had similar

warnings, which unfortunately had proved too

true.

In this frame of mind he entered the house,

where he found some of his friends already as-

sembled, all well armed, and ready to proceed

to the execution of their plan. As Elio was in

the habit of attending the theatre, or else hold-

ing a tertulia in his own house, it was necessary

to ascertain the place where he was then to be
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>und, there to put an end to his existene.

rhis done, the hour of ten was fixed for its

xecution, which was expected by them all with

lively anxiety. Meantime, Captain Lara, who

as in the secret of the plot, and whose enthu-

lasm for the cause they were engaged in was

oth ardent and sincere, came in, accompanied

y a corporal of his company. Vidal no sooner

aw the latter enter, than he manifested, by a

lance on the captain, his displeasure at the im-

irudence of bringing such a man to participate

^ their labours. He called him aside, and

danied the placing his confidence on men who

new not their own mind ; but Lara assured

im that the corporal's fidelity was unshaken,

iis courage undaunted, and, moreover, that he

vas under a signal obligation to himself for

laving defended him at a court-martial. This

lid not quiet Vidal's apprehensions ; but as the

tep was now taken, he contented himself with

;ecping his eye on the man, and watching his

lightest motions.

Presently, however, the Colonel and our hero

VOL. in. r
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were called out on business connected with their

plan. Their displeasure on returning may be

imagined when they found that the corporal

had left the house an hour ago, under the plea

of going to prepare his friends for the event,

and get them under arms. Vidal's anxiety,

which previous delays had so greatly excited,

now augmented ; he doubted not that they

would be betrayed, and expressed a wish to

proceed immediately to Eiio's house. Thev

were all preparing themselves to depart, when a

knock was heard at the door, where Captain

Lara himself happened to be on watch. On

answering to the knock, he heard the voice of

the corporal demanding admission. Rejoiced

at this circumstance, he threw aside the door,

but to his great alarm, observed a group of

armed men rushing towards him. Pie drew

back to the staircase, called to his friends, and

fired a pist <-n the group, when a discharge of

musketry from the assailing party stretched him

dead on the spot.

His confederates, who heard these reports,
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^mediately took to their weapons. Vidal

laced himself at their head, and they all rushed

own stairs. Elio's men, (for such were the

mailing party) were already making their way

ito the house, when the pistol shots of their

utagonists, and the impetuosity with which

icy fell upon them, compelled them to make a

recipitate retreat. They rallied, however, and

;ood firmly without, waiting for their anta-

onists, who immediately after appeared at the

oor. Vidal was the first to dart upon the

roup ; but hearing the voice of the corporal,

y whom they had been betrayed, he turned

[Kind to punish his treachery, and saw him

Landing beside a man muffled up in his cloak,

3 whom he was saying,
" That is he, General,

!iat is their chief.
11 The Colonel made a pass

t the traitor with his sword, which the other

voided by retreating. Vidal, however, pursued

im hotly ; but the muffled man, who was Elio

ihnself, drew out a dagger, and following be-

iind, stabbed him in the back. The wound
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was mortal, and the Colonel fell senseless on

the ground.

Meantime his friends were fighting like lions

against overwhelming numbers. Theirs was the

courage of principle and despair, and each per-

formed prodigies of valour ; hut after struggling

for more than ten minutes, during which some

fell into the hands of their enemies, and others

escaped, the rest retreated into the house, where

they succeeded in keeping Elio's men at bay.

This General, fearing that the second attack

upon them would not be more successful than

the first, ordered his troops to act only on the

defensive, and allow none to escape; for which

purpose he surrounded the house until rein-

forcements arrived, and daylight better enabled

them to see their enemies.

Among those who had retreated into the

house, after fighting so bravely, was our hero,

who, determined to stand firmly by his party,

and defend himself to the last, placed himself

with his drawn sword near the door, ready to

make a second sortie, if again attacked. Mean-
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while, his friend's situation and his own became

more critical, as fresh troops were every moment

arriving, and numerous sentries posted round

the house. Convinced now, by these precautions,

that Elio's intention was to take them all alive,

they held a consultation among themselves about

the means to be adopted to baffle his design, and

it was agreed that every one should endeavour

to make his escape as v/ell as he could. Imme-

diately Sandoval hastened all over the house, to

examine what facilities of success there offered

themselves, and having observed, that its roof

was on a level with that of the next house (which

as we mentioned above, belonged to the Dul<e

of Medina Cell's steward) though about six feet

distant from it, he imagined that by placing a

plank across, they might be able to reach it, and

ultimately make their escape. This he imme-

diately communicated to his comrades, who

resolved to make the trial. Having easily

procured the plank, and placed it across, he was

the first to shew his friends the way; but it

required no small degree of courage to go
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through the attempt. The night was dark,

though the atmosphere being quite clear it just

allowed them to see their footing ; the height

from the roof to the bottom of the house was

about sixty feet, and the plank, only one end of

which could be held fast, afforded but a narrow

passage and an insecure footing. In order,

therefore, to avoid being overturned, he was

obliged to sit on the plank cross-legs, while his

friends raised the end they held till it became

sufficiently slanting for .him to slide down to

the other side. Notwithstanding the great care

they took to do this gradually, the rapidity with

which Sandoval slid down caused the opposite

end to give way on his reaching it, and he

remained suspended from the edge of the roof, in

the most imminent danger of being dashed down

to the ground. In this emergency, his presence

of mind, and extraordinary agility alone enabled

him to raise himself to the roof, where holdino-
' n

fast the other end of the plank, he encouraged

his companions to cross over. Several of them

mustered courage enough to follow his example;
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but others preferred seeking a less dangerous

way to make their escape, which they afterwards

had sufficient reason to repent, being unable to

succeed in doing so.

Meantime Sandoval, and those by whom he

had been followed, descended to the azotea*

and thence into the house ; but in going down

the staircase that led to the garden, the people,

who attended the terttilia of Don Miguel Fran-

ces, and who had been alarmed at the report of

musquctry, were bustling about the house, im-

pressed with the idea that several thieves had

penetrated into it. This obliged the fugitives

to leap into the garden, from the windows of

the first room they came to, which being ob-

served by the people of the house, exposed them

to the pursuit of some military men who were

then at the tertulia. Fortunately the obscurity

of the night, and the tall shrubs with which the

garden was studded, aided the flight of the

* A sort of corridor near the roof of the house, that com-

municates with it.
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fugitives, all of whom with the exception of

young Beltran de Lis, who retreated to the

azotea, where he was taken, succeeded in

reaching the end of the garden, leaping un-

observed over its walls, and ultimately regaining

their respective houses.
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CHAPTER V.

The axe ! Oh heaven ! Then must I fall so basely:

What, shall I perish by the common hangman ?

LEE.

EARLY on the following clay, Elio's soldiers

entered the house of meeting ;
but they oniy

found ten of the conspirators, and these by no

means initiated into the affair, some of them

being perfectly ignorant of its detail?. AA for

the unfortunate Vidal, the blood that gushed

from the treacherous wound he had received

from Eho, soon left him in a state of insen-

sibility. Removed by the orders of that general

to an hospital where immediate assistance was

procured to bring him round that he mi o lit

undergo the agonies of a more cruel death, he-

was left to the care of some of the sislers oj

F 3
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charity, as those are called who attend the sick

in some hospitals, and with two sentries beside

his bed. No sooner he recovered his senses,

than bringing to mind his having left in one of

the pockets of his coat a copy of the manifesto

for the nation, to be issued immediately after

the success of their attempt, as well as some

minutes, and a proclamation to the Valencians,

he spoke in a confidential manner to one of the

sisters about them, requesting her as his dying

prayer, to keep them concealed from his

enemies. The sister promised she would do

so ; but impelled by her conscience, or by her

fears, she soon after delivered them to Elio

himself, who caused them to be added to the

summary process forming against all the pri-

soners.

Meantime Santloval, and the rest of the

patriots, who were still at liberty, undismayed

by the fatal events just glanced at, held fre-

quent meetings, and formed various plans, not

only to liberate the intended victims, but to

carry forward their original enterprise ;
but
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Elio's extraordinary vigilance, and the terror

that seized some of their confederates, ren-

dered useless the energetic efforts of their

more valiant comrades. That General, whose

thirst for blood made him tread under foot

every formality of the laws, hastened the

trial, and appeared at once as witness, pro-

secutor, accuser, party concerned, and judge.

He signed the sentence of death against them all,

though he was unable to ascertain what their

designs \vcre, or make any legal charge against

several of them, who proved their innocence

beyond the possibility ofa doubt ; but as his object

was revenge, not justice, he dispensed with

every rule that might giv
re the prisoners any

claim to merer, and ordered them for execution

on as early a clay as possible.

When their friends learned the day on which

it, was to take place, they formed the resolution

of attending the execution, disguised in the

usual dre^s of the lower class, in order to sec!-

an opportunity to sacrifice Klio instead, and

liberate them all, or fall in the attempt. Thev
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were to form small groups, each to be com-

manded by one of them, while they should all

act unanimously on a given signal.
But

whether Elio feared or suspected some such

attempt, the place of execution chosen by him

was different from the usual one, and the

unhappy victims, who had been confined in

the citadel, were taken outside the city walls,

by a secret door of this fortress, to a place

close by. Vidal, who had been early that morn-

ing removed from the hospital to the citadel

in a dying state, was placed in an arm-chair, his

Colonel's uniform just thrown over his shoul-

ders, his extreme weakness rendering it impos-

sible to wear it otherwise ; and in this state he

was conveved to the scaffold. Though he was
* O

now in his last agonies, his reason occasionally

returning, and seeing the military apparel

around him, which too clearly indicated that

his last hour was come, he manifested an imper-

turbable serenity. On arriving at the foot of the

scaffold, the adjutant went through the usual

formalities of degradation ; but when he cam e
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to the word,
"

traitor," Vidal, recovering a

little from the mortal swoon into which from

time to time he fell, raised his head, and fixing

his dying eyes on him, said, with an expression

of indignation playing on his
lij r

" Traitor !

no, no, I have not been a traitor, perhaps,

I have been imprudent." At last the execu-

tioner approached, and, as it is customary, made

an apology for what he was about to execute.

Vidal looked upon him with surprise. He

had been made to understand that he would

die as a soldier, and be shot,
" Do you com-

mand the picquet by whom I am to be shot ?""

he enquired.

"
No, sir," said the hangman,

" I am the

executioner, and, I am sorry to say, my duty is

to hang you.
11

No sooner had Vidal heard these words, than,

as if he had been stabbed to the heart, he dropped

his head on the back of the chair, and breathed

his last sigh. Elio, who commanded in person

the martial show, in order to be the better able to

enjoy the triumph of revenge, ordered that Vidal'*
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execution should proceed, and that the corpse

should be dragged up to the scaffold, and be

hung according to the sentence, which was

immediately done.

The remaining victims, thirteen in number,

were shot in a manner equally brutal and

disgusting; but they all died like true patriots,

particularly the young Beltran de Lis, who

had hardly reached his eighteenth year, and

who was immolated chiefly on account of the

hatred entertained by the sanguinary Elio

towards his family. When he stood forward,

a lively joy beamed in his eyes, and raising his

voice to its utmost pitch,
"
Countrymen I'"

1

he cried,
" I have the happiness to die for

the cause of liberty and my country ! This is

a proud day for me ! I die full of joy !"

When they had all fallen, the barbarous

Elio caused them to be hung up on a gibbet,

some still in an expiring state, where they

were to be left exposed to public view, and to

be devoured by the birds of prey, while he rode

on horseback along the line, and pointed them
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out to the people with a savage complacency,

as if he exulted in the sanguinary deed.

His subsequent efforts to penetrate into the

secret of the conspiracy were unremitting.

Not satisfied with the blood of the victims he

had just sacrificed, he caused between two

and three hundred individuals of both sexes to

be arrested and thrown into dungeons. The

slightest suspicion was enough for him to

have a whole family buried in a dungeon,

while the barbarous tribunal of the Inquisition,

always the faithful instrument, and diligent

executor of all those revolting atrocities of

despotism, which are in the most direct oppo-

sition to the laws of God and man, immediately

offered its powerful arm to aid in the work of

extermination. The doors of their sepulchral

caverns were thrown wide to admit the innocent

victims, that even the ferocity of Elio dared

not touch, and those monsters, who style them-

selves the ministers of a God of peace arid

mercy, endeavoured by dint of tortures and
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exquisite sufferings to wring from them, perhaps,

what had never entered their minds.

Notwithstanding his cruelty, all Elio could

learn, was that Vidal's conspiracy had innumer-

able ramifications ; and all he had accomplished

by his bloody deeds, amounted to his having

delayed its explosion a little longer. So convinced

was he that some great revolution was on the

point of bursting, that in a confidential letter he

wrote at this epoch to the king, he told him, in

harsh and even insolent language, that it was

entirely owing to the excessive folly of his go-

vernment, which had produced a general discon-

tent throughout the country,that his most faithful

servants and friends were exposed to such risks

as he had miraculously escaped; that the con-

spiracy was wide and powerful; and that the

only way to drive away the impending storm,

was by adopting a different line of conduct, and

fulfilling what he had promised on the 4th of

May, 1814. To this extraordinary declaration

were added some broad hints of having such and
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such persons dismissed, and others, whom he

pointed out, substituted in their place. Ferdinand,

and particularly his sycophantic favourites, took

these remonstrances as direct insults, which they

would have punished on the spot, had they not

trembled for the consequences of exciting the

wrath of a man, whose revengeful spirit rendered

him more dangerous than all the liberals put

together. Accordingly they smothered their

resentment and gave vent to their malignity, by

ordering the sanguinary tribunal of the faith

to reiterate their efforts to crush the heads of the

hydra, one of which was no sooner cut off than

another sprang up in its place, and kept them

in constant terror and alarm. Hence persecution

raged at this moment throughout the Peninsula

to the most frightful extent. An idea of it may

be formed, when we say that the horrors perpe-

trated by the venal, immoral, and ferocious

Galinsoga, Alcalde de Casa y Corte, who had

been invested by Lozano and Eguia, ministers

of Ferdinand, with full powers to exterminate,

without mercy or remorse, whomsoever he chose,
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excited such a disgust, even among the Cama-

rilla, that they were compelled to deprive him of

his post, and send him into exile.

Undismayed by these calamitous events, and

the dangers by which they were surrounded, the

intrepid patriots, who had leapt into the arena to

combat the monster of despotism, recommenced

their attack with redoubled vigour, as soon as

the first alarms and inquietudes allowed them to

collect their scattered forces. Indeed, it would

have been utter madness in them to have desisted

from, or even delayed much longer the execution

of their plans. From day to day the risks to

which they were exposed increased, fresh arrests

deprived them of their most useful agents, and

new difficulties would arise by allowing their

enemies to become too powerful and influential.

It was, however, ncccasary to change the scene

of action to another point of the Peninsula, for

at Valencia their enemies were too watchful, and

their own resources too much narrowed, by the

numerous imprisonments that had taken place.

From the first moment the patriots formed
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themselves into an association, they turned their

eyes on the army destined for the colonies, as the

plank which was to save the nation from sinking

altogether. No sooner, therefore, had the first

expedition against Caracas, under the orders of

Morillo, began to assemble, than, notwithstand-

ing the well known fact that the General was no

liberal, several steps were taken by the masons to

ensure their co-operation; but the infancy of the

society, the want of a centre of union, from which

the instructions of the corporation should unani-

mously proceed, and the short time employed in

getting ready that expedition, rendered fruitless

the isolated steps taken on that occasion.

On the assembling of the second expedition,

intended for Buenos Ayres, the hopes of the

patriots revived, and from the very first instant

the aspect it presented was highly favourable to

their designs, although there was not yet a centre

of union, or any concerted plan formed. Still

the slowness with which the expedition proceeded,

gave the masons time to gain friends among the

officers who were assembling at Cadiz and its
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environs, and they succeeded in making important

acquisitions to forward their future operations.

The General to whom the command of this expe-

dition was given, was the Count of Abisbal. We
must be allowed here to make a few observations

respecting this man. They are indispensable to

our present purpose, and will render the sequel

more intelligible to our readers.

From the moment Ferdinand mounted the

throne of persecution, he manifested the most

decided hatred towards the inhabitants of Cadiz,

where the troops of his friend and ally, Napoleon,

had not been able to penetrate. Resolved to draw

a deep vengeance, he sent them Abisbal, as a

person, who, he imagined, was likely to fulfil

satisfactorily the trust of shedding the blood of

the victims whom he intended to sacrifice. In-

stead of giving him instructions for the good

government, and just administration of that

deserving city, he recommended persecution and

extermination. The monster himself, in a pri-

vate audience, entreated Abisbal, even by the

most degrading servilities, to annihilate the race



THE FREEMASON. 117

of liberals of that city, nay to exterminate the

majority of the Gaditans.* No sooner did the

General reach his government, than he perceived

(ifhehadnot done so before) that his conduct must

be different from what Ferdinand demanded.

The latter, and his ministers, cheated of their

hopes, showed themselves highly offended, but

it was necessary to keep on good terms with a

man of whom Ferdinand has always had an in-

tuitive awe. Yet such was the thirst for blood

of this tiger, that he wrote to Abisbal autograph

letters in a style of the utmost intimacy, which,

after the most fulsome adulation, which not even

the basest of parasites would have used with his

patron, always concluded by warmly entreating

him to sacrifice victims for his sake This he

did repeatedly, and each successive time more

vehemently than the first ; but as the satrap

* Horrible as this may appear, it is a fact publicly stated

by Abisbal himself; moreover, the letters written to him

with the king's own hand, which still exist, corroborate it

but too forcibly. And such a monster heaven allows to

live ! Poor Spain, a sad fate is thine !
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saw the slippery ground on which he trod, and

the danger his life ran, if he were to follow his

master's injunctions, he endeavoured to keep on

good terms with the Gaditans, and if possible

with his master also, by making some arrests,

and violating the rules of good government in

some few cases. This did not satisfy Ferdinand,

who like Othello, though not like him having

the plea of even a supposed wrong to excuse

him, cried for "
blood, blood, blood,'

1 and

he resolved on the first favourable opportunity to

remove him from his post. This presented itself

soon after. On Napoleon's return to France from

Elba, an army of observation was formed on the

frontiers, the command of which Ferdinand gave

to Abisbal ; but agreeably to the duplicity of

his nature, he preserved for him what could only

be called the nominal title of Captain General of

the Andalusias, with which his duped friend

remained to all appearance well satisfied. No

sooner was Napoleon defeated at Waterloo, than

Ferdinand, whose fear of Abisbal was now

lighter, immediately bestowed the General's
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lucrative and important post of Captain General

of the Andalusias on a more condescending

servant of his, though at the same time he still

endeavoured to keep him contented, by holding

out to him splendid promises. The Count, how-

ever, was not to be so easily deceived, and fired

with indignation at his master's ingratitude, let

out some indications, which clearly showed his

displeasure at the tyrant's conduct.

At about this epoch, and while the army of

observation still occupied their posts on the

frontiers, the heroic Porlier hoisted the banners

of the Constitution, and Abisbalreceived orders to

march with his troops to Galiciato crush that at-

tempt; but its unfortunate issue rendered this

step useless. The sentiments which he manifested

on this occasion, however, were such as to give

the patriots room to hope, that the tyrant had

now completely forfeited this General's ad-

herence, and though it was one of their maxims

to add to their party only men of honour and

strict morality, their reduced state rendering

the acquisition of any man of influence a matter
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of importance, they turned their eyes on him as

on one whose excited resentment mightbe turned

to the benefit of their cause. Hence, when he

received orders for the dissolution of the army

he commanded, and for his immediate return to

the capital, where he seemed to have been called

to endure fresh mortifications, some of the masons

there, profiting by these circumstances, received

him into their society, though this reception was

preceded by certain explanations, which proved

the extraordinary change operated on the neo-

phyte. Though he had now lost much of the

influence which before he had exercised at court,

he had still many friends in the Camarilla, and,

by dint of intriguing, obtained at last the com-

mand of the above mentioned army for the ex-

pedition to Buenos Ayres.

On his arrival at Cadiz, he was received by

the inhabitants with that marked contempt

which the people knew so well how to manifest

towards those who have been their oppressors ;

but his conduct was so widely different from

what it had formerly been, that, except in his
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unwearied attentions to the ladies, in which he

continued unchanged, people could hardly

believe he was the same man. From the first

instant, he called around him all those officers

most remarkable for their enlightened and

liberal ideas ; spoke to them of the necessity

of a change in the horrible system of adminis

tration by which the nation was hourly ruined

and degraded, of the folly of an expedition

to regain countries that could no longer belong

to Spain, and of the probability of a favourable

change by employing wisely the means placed

at his disposal, and which were intended for

this expedition. He even spoke confidently

of the success of a rising having its origin

within the walls of a city, whose strength,

and advantageous position rendered it impreg-

nable, when the spirit of the inhabitants was

taken into consideration. Towards the people

he observed a conduct at once wise and

equitable ; lie received graciously all those who

came for redress, read their petitions, and

decreed, without any loss of time, according to

VOL. in. G
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the principles of justice. Thus he began

gradually to acquire the confidence of the

generality of people, and have his past deeds

buried in oblivion ; till at last the patriots of

Cadiz themselves, viewing his conversion as

sincere, admitted him into their masonic chapter,

to participate in their labours.

Such was the state of affairs in that part of

the Peninsula at the epoch when Vidal's plot

failed. From that moment the patriots, seeing

that Abisbal had formally declared he would place

himself at the head of a revolution, and that he

continued steady in his praiseworthy conduct,

felt their hopes revive, and fixed them more

than ever on the numerous army assembled in

the Andalusias. They commenced collecting

the scattered threads of the conspiracy, binding

them closer, and infusing new vigour into those

men, who, terrified by so many and repeated

misfortunes, had shrunk back from the task of

regeneration. Our hero, who, notwithstanding

the dangers by which he was surrounded, had

been unremitting in his efforts to bring about
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a plot, by which the death of the sacrificed

martyrs of his cause should be avenged, and the

honour of their country recovered, determined

now to repair to those places where a greater

probability of success offered itself, as he saw

that Elio's vigilance and activity opposed an in-

surmountable barrier to a second attempt in that

quarter. He, therefore, took leave of his friends,

and disguised in a white frock, shaped like a

wide doublet, a sash of red stuff wound around

his waist, white and very wide breeches, not

quite reaching to the knee, a pair of hempen

sandals, a leathern cap slightly rounded, and

a piece of thick woollen cloth, striped with

various colours, about seven feet in length and

two in width for a cloak, thrown over one

shoulder, and hanging equally behind and

before, the usual dress worn by the husband-

men of Murcia and Valencia, set off, accom-

panied by Roque, similarly arrayed, to Madrid,

which he hoped to reach without difficulty, see

the friends he wanted, and then proceed to

G 2
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Cadiz, to share in the labours, dangers and

glories, of his brethren.

" How do you like me in my new dress,

Roque ?" enquired he of his servant, when they

had safely quitted Valencia, and Avere advancing

on their way to Madrid, through the beautiful

country which spreads itself in delicious gardens

to within some leagues of La Mancha.

"Am I at last permitted to speak ?" replied

Roque, whose countenance naturally serious,

was now overspread with a dismal look of

stern peevishness.
"

I'll tell you what, Sir,

there is a proverb that says
'

aunque la mono,

S3 vista de seda, mona sc qiieda,'* and let me

add, that if you assume that dress only to get

into more mischief, I'll even wish you a good

bye, and you may seek another servant, who

may be both blind and dumb, for then you

will be sure to hear no truths told, which you

seem so anxious to avoid.
n

*
Although a monkey may dress himself in silk, he

will always remain a in>. nkey.
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"
Well, Roque, but you certainly would

not deprive me of the benefit of your wisdom,

though I be somewhat slow in understanding it ?"

said his master ;
" for what would become of

me without your counsels ?"

" 'Tis that consideration alone that induces me

to put up with such miseries as I have endured

through your extreme folly. There, in that

accursed city, have we been now lodging in a

damp cellar, like toads in a hole, and feeding

more upon vapours than substantiate ; now in a

dark loft, buried under straw, like a couple of

rats, who, fearing the sound of human feet,

dare only at night skulk out from their hiding

place, and then it was to be at some mischief,

which soon brought us back to our holes.

More than once have I blessed my feet, to

which I am more indebted for my safety than

to any other limb, thanks to an empty stomach

that kept them light ; for else 1 should have

found it a hard matter to escape the pursuit

of those Minones who seem to have wings

clapped on their heels, so swift the rascals
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run. As for yourself you must have the devil

in you ; for, hang me, if ever a man not pos-

sessed by the fiend could squeeze himself

through mere crevices, leap from second floor

windows, run along the edges of roofs, as

swift as a cat, and without minding the shots

that whistled about your ears, fight your way

out with a whole company without getting

hurt, and a thousand other witcheries of the

kind."

" It was only a little presence of mind,

Roque, that gave me all those advantages,""

said his master ;

" but I hope you will see me

do better things than those by and bye."
" The devil I will ?" returned Roque.
"
Yes, my good fellow. We are now going

to a place where you will meet many of your

old comrades ; those stout-hearted men, who

fought so well for the independence of their

country, and who are now ready to stand

forward for liberty and their rights. If our

base enemies dare show their faces before us,

I promise you, we shall go to work in the right
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way. No more night meetings to surprise

them ; but there in the broad light of day our

arms shall glitter, and our unfurled banners

wave in the air before their astonished eyes;

and if, contrary to their custom, they should

wait our attack, we will blow them all to atoms,

or cut them down to a man. Rely on it, my
friend, victory will follow our steps, and we

shall cover ourselves with glory."
" I suppose it will be that sort of glory,''

said Roque,
" which is painted round the heads

of St. Lawrence and St. Bartholomew, as a

prize for being grilled or flayed, which, I

hardly hoped, we should escape without tasting

at Valencia, for there was enough of that

there.
1 '

" Never fear it ; for there is nothing very

exalted about you, that will ever entitle you to

martyrdom.
1"

" So much the better," returned Roque,
" and if there were I would willingly abandon

it all to you. But I thought it was your inten-

tion to remain at Madrid ?"
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"
Only a short time, and until I ascertain

some matters which I am anxious to learn,"

said his master.

" But which you will not be able to mend.""

" Be
__
that as it may/

1

returned Sandoval,

"you must try and see Rosa, immediately on

our arrival, and learn from her how matters

stand with Dona Gabriela. I am the more

eager to know the result of Father Lobo's in^

terference in the marriage contemplated by

Dona Angela betweea Gabriela and my brother,

as I fear some deep villainy to be the cause of

it."

In such conversations as these our two tra-

vellers journeyed on towards the capital, avoid-

ing as much as possible any conversation with

those whom they met on the road, and who like

themselves travelled on foot. On their arrival

at La Mancha, they had the precaution to change

their Valencian dress for that of this province,

in order to attract less the notice of its inhabi-

tants. As they penetrated further into La

Mancha, those delightful and varied fields, which
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make Valencia a vast and blooming garden,

assumed a monotonous appearance, which, how-

ever, being now about the middle of spring, was

a little relieved by the soft green corn grown

in some, and the vines, and olives in others.

Upon the whole, our travellers found the road

sufficiently pleasant, and made as agreeable a

journey as their mode of travelling permitted.

On their arrival at the capital, the first care

of Sandoval was to send his servant in search of

the information he wanted
;
but desired him to

say nothing of his arrival at Madrid to any

human being ; while he, on his side, proceeded

to the house of his friend Anselmo, to learn how

affairs stood among the patriots of the capital.

Here he had the mortification to learn, that most

of them had remained in a state of shameful

inactivity since his departure, believing that the

rest of their brethren had submitted to the

orders they once issued of suspending the labour*

in the lodges. Anselmo, aided now and then by

a few, had endeavoured to keep alive the sacred

fire of patriotism. He had carried on the whole

G 3
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correspondence with his exiled brethren, removed

the innumerable difficulties which rose at every

step, and directed the whole machinery. He

was, indeed, the only one who, undismayed by

the severe blows struck against him and his

party, appeared above the rest, like a beacon,

lighting them to liberty.

We ought to remark here, that until the

death of Charles IV., which happened a short

time after the failure of VidaFs attempt, it had

entered into the plans of the liberals to restore

to that king the crown usurped by his son. It

is probable he would have refused mounting the

throne again ; but this was thought of little

importance ; for while that was in agitation,

Ferdinand and his brothers were to be declared

unfit to reign, and a provisional government

established ; at the head of which (should events

have compelled them to keep the Bourbon fa-

mily on the throne) it was their intention to

have placed the infant of Don Carlos ; during

whose minority all the great reforms Avhich the

circumstances of the nation so imperiously de-
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manded, might have been accomplished. But

Ferdinand, who suspected his mother and Godoy

of some such plan, and who was confirmed in

this suspicion by the documents taken from

Vidal, in which his father was proclaimed king,

while himself and his brother were to be brought

to trial, began to consider the affair as deserving

his whole attention. The sudden deaths of both

father and mother, which happened successively

soon after, and various other ominous incidents

of the times, gave rise to certain rumours highly

prejudicial to Ferdinand's filial character. How

far these were to be trusted, must be left to time

to discover ; but meantime such unexpected

events rendered it necessary for the patriots to

alter their plan, respecting the government which

was to be established immediately after a suc-

cessful revolution. It was evident to every

patriot, that the reigning tyrant had rendered

himself unworthy of ascending a constitutional

throne, and that both his brothers had shewn

themselves no less ungrateful and unfit for the

crown. Under these circumstances, it was ne-
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cessary to begin the revolution by depriving;

the three, in a legal manner, of the power to

do mischief, and leaving the rest to the course

of events. To provide, however, against evil

consequences, their plan now was to establish

separate Juntas of Government in those points

where they might be most wanted ; all of

which were to act under the immediate orders

of that formed at the head quarters of the

expeditionary army, and doubtless a supreme

authority would then have been created, invested

with full powers to do away with the obstacles

which might oppose themselves to the establish-

ment of freedom.

The patriots being agreed on these points,

various emissaries were sent backwards and for-

wards from Cadiz to Madrid, to make the final

arrangements for striking the blow ; and as our

hero reached the capital when these Conferences

were going on, it was agreed between him and

his friend, that lie should depart in a few days

for Cadiz, to act as their agent on this occasion.

This point settled, he went to Dona Clara's
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house, where he found Roque already waiting

for him.' "
Well, my friend, what news ?"

enquired he anxiously.
" Are my hopes for

ever vanished ? Are they married ? Speak,

man, speak.
11

44 The truth is, Sir, that I have little to

tell," replied his servant
;

"
however, they are

not yet married ; that is one fact
;
and as for

the other affair, all I have learned is, that Dofia

Gabriela has managed to keep so much away

from court, particularly since her majesty"*

death, that the devil an opportunity the king

has had to see her. However, that will not serve

her now ; for only this morning she received a

ticket from the Duchess of Osuna, to be present

at the dejeune (as they call it) which she gives

every year to the king at her dlamcda,* on the

road of Alcala, which is to take place the day

after to-morrow."

*

Literally a walk of poplar trees; but those grounds

which bear the name of the Alaraeda of the Duchess of

Osuua, consist in vast and beautiful gardens, in the middle

of which rises one of the finest palaces near the eap.tul.
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"
Well, and what of that ?" enquired his mas-

ter eagerly.

"
Why, that his majesty has intimated, through

that ugly griffin, Don Aniceto Artimana, alias

Lanza, that he expects she will not decline the

invitation.
1 '

*' And she means to go ?" asked his master

again.

" What else can she do ?"

" And Dona Angela will consent to her

going ?"

"
Ay, I believe so," said Iloque.

" A pretty

kick up I understand there was when Don a

Gabriela declared, she would not go ; the

mother insisting on it, and the daughter refus-

ing to consent ; till at last, you may well guess

whether Dona Angela had her way or not."

Sandoval was now silent : he felt no inclina-

tion to put any more queries.
*' Leave me,"

said he to Iloque,
" and to-morrow morning call

me early.""

Once alone, he gave himself up to his own

reflections, which, as our readers probably sus-
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pect, were none of the pleasantest. In fact, the

news brought by his servant, chimed in too

much with those alarming suspicions which the

contents of Rosa's letter had raised in his mind ;

not to make every nerve in his frame thrill with

horror and apprehension. He could not believe,

notwithstanding the heartless conduct of Dofia

Angela towards Gabriela, that she could be privy

to the detestable schemes of the monk and his

nephew. It was impossible that a woman of

virtuous principles, as doubtless Dona Angela

was, and much less a mother, could consent to

the ruin of her daughter, and be an agent in

such infamous proceedings. However bigotted

she might really be, however blind her obe-

dience to the dictates of her confessor, surely

she would hardly be so utterly devoid of the

sense of right and wrong, as not to see the

wickedness of such an unnatural course. It

was evident to him, that she was the dupe of

the perverse machinations of those two monsters

in human shape, whom she so much esteemed

and venerated ; and such being his conviction,
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he thought, that not an instant ought to be lost

in warning her of the danger that threatened

to stain the honour of her family. But the great

difficulty was in finding an opportunity of put-

ting her upon her guard, or of convincing her

that the danger was real, both which circum-

stances appeared completely out of his reach ;

as it was evident, that even supposing he suc-

ceeding in seeing her, he would find it a difficult

task to persuade her that her father confessor

was a villain, and her adopted son another. To

entrust the matter to a third person, he dared

not venture, not even to his own brother, whose

great veneration for Father Lobo was, indeed,

of itself an obstacle as insurmountable as the

prejudices of Dona Angela herself. After turn-

ing over in his mind these things again and again,

he hit at last upon an expedient,which he thought

could not fail to produce the desired effect. His

acquaintance with the Prince of Anglona, a son

of the Duchess of Osuna, and formerly the

General in Chief of the army in which he served,

rendered his admission easy to the approaching
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festival given by her grace to the king, pro-

vided he assumed a different name, and a suit-

able disguise. Full of this idea, he resolved toO *

go and see the Prince on the following morning

at an early hour, and request the favour of

being admitted to the dejeune.
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CHAPTER VI.

Ah ! who can e'er forget so fair a being ?

Who can forget her half retiring sweets ?

God ! she is like a milk-white Iamb that bleats

For man's protection. Surely the All-seeing,

Who joys to see us with his gifts agreeing,

Will never give him pinions, who entreats

Such innocence to ruin, vilely cheats

A dove-like bosom. .

JOHN KEATS.

HAVING risen betimes, in order to make his

dress with the attention which he always de-

voted to his outward appearance, Sandoval now

proceeded to La Puerta de la Vega, where the

Duke of Osuna has a palace, which, like most of

those belonging to the Spanish grandees, was

in itself a little world. The multitude of ser-

vants, or, as it is called, the servidumbre, kept

by them, are almost as numerous as that of the
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king himself. There are chief and inferior

major-domos, chaplains and tutors, pages and

squires, great and small equerries with their

train of coachmen and grooms, and lacqueys

without number, cooks and scullions, porters,

and scores of nondescript characters, besides

female attendants of all ages and conditions,

who, from ladies of honour down to kitchen

maids, make up as great a number as that of

the male servants, all of whom have apartments

in these houses, as well as their families, and

even schools, where their children are instructed.

And yet, will it be believed, that these grandees,

with their princely establishments and immense

wealth, are themselves menials to the royal family,

and bear the very same names as their own ser-

vants ? that they are obliged to perform the

most disgraceful and degrading offices, and can

hardly leave the capital without first asking

leave from their royal master ? that they must

hold the bridle of the horse to every member of

the royal family, open and shut the carriage

door, light them about the palace, attend them
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in their dressing rooms and bed-chambers, &c.

&c. ? and, oh shame of heart ! think it an ho-

nour to kiss the royal feet ! But this is a digres-

sion. Let us accompany our independent hero,

who would sooner have bit off his nails by the

roots, than have submitted to such a degrada-

tion.

Having followed first one servant, then ano-

ther, afterwards a third, and so on, through

suites of magnificent rooms, he came at last to

a small apartment, beautifully fitted up, where

the Prince of Anglona was at his morning meal,

sitting at a table covered with a multitude of

dishes, and attended by a number of lacqueys.

On Sandovars entering, he rose, and at his nod,

all his attendants made a profound reverence,

and withdrew. He then advanced towards our

hero, whom he welcomed with a polite embrace ;

after which he invited him to sit down to break-

fast with him, and enquired the object of his

early visit ; having first obtained from him a full

account of his patriotic proceedings, which San-

doval gave with his usual candour and anima-
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tion " And now, General,'
1 added he with a

smile,
"
you see you have a dangerous character

in your house. A sworn conspirator, who will

sooner resign life than miss an opportunity of

plotting against the ruling faction ; and who,

for aught he knows, may, even before the expi-

ration of the year, lose his head on a scaffold,

and be honoured witli the name of traitor.

But you know me already ; besides, my present

visit is upon matters unconnected with any trea-

sonable practices."

He then expressed a Avish to be present at the

dejeune given by the duchess to the king, as he

wished to meet some friends of his, whom he had

not seen for a length of time, and whom he could

not conveniently see at their own houses. An-

glona assured him, that though his mother was

almost fastidious in the selection of her company,

she would have been as happy in seeing him

there as himself, even without a ticket ; but that

he would send him one that very morning.

Sandoval returned his polite acknowledgments

for such a kindness ; but added, that as there
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would be present other people by whom he did

not wish to be known, he intended going under

a disguise, and with a different name-" But,"

enquired the young nobleman,
" does your

disguise conceal any hostile intentions against

our sovereign, or against any of the company ?

for if it does, were you my own brother, I could

not allow you to be admitted."

" My intentions, I give you my word of

honour," said Sandoval,
" are in no way hostile

to any one there; so far from that, they are

pure and honourable.
1'

" I believe you," returned Anglona ;

" but

though you and myself might think them honour-

able, they might for all that be deemed treason-

able by others. Will you only assure me that

they have nothing to do with politics?"

" I do most solemnly," replied Sandoval.

"Enough then, and you shall have a ticket

under any name you please, I pledge you my
word. But, a propos, you who come from the

province of Rioja, do you know anything of the

family of Don Antonio Lanza ?"
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" I \vas formerly very well acquainted with

them,'' replied Sandoval ; "but as you are aware,

a difference of politics has split many an ac-

quaintance."
" Then you have, seen Dofia Gabriela, Don

Antonio's daughter, of whom they speak so

highly? It is whispered that Ferdinand is

deeply smitten by her beauty, which, by the bye,

is the constant theme of our circles, and that she

will become his principal favourite. She will be

present to-morrow at our party, and I expect

there will be some flirtation going on. I

have heard a most strange story about her."

" Have you ?" said Sandoval, affecting a calm-

ness which he was far from feeling;.O
" Yes ; something of an unfortunate attach-

ment with a man of low extraction, which obliged

her to conceal her misfortunes in a convent,''

said Anglona.
" Tis a pity ; though that will

not injure her in Ferdinand's eyes, who, you

know, is not over nice in these matters.''

"
By heavens ! General, 'tis false,

1 '

cried San-

doval, unable to restrain his feelings,
"

'tis false
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and slanderous, 'tis one of the infamous slan-

ders by which virtue and innocence are ruined

in a corrupt court. She is as free from guilt

as a thing of heaven.''

" I only repeat what I have heard,'" said

Anglona ;

"
it may, very likely, be one of the too

many fabrications of envy or scandal : but you

seem to know her more intimately than you

hinted, and take a proportionate interest in her."

Sandoval saw now clearly he had allowed his

feelings too great a latitude, and he began to

haul up his sails.
" No I assure you there

is no great intimacy between us; but I hate

to hear slanders against those I know to be inno-

cent, were they even the most perfect strangers to

me, and I cannot check my indignation on such

occasions.
1 '

'" 'Tis not fair, perhaps, to insist too much on

these matters, said the Prince smiling,
" I will

therefore attribute your warmth in this instance

to your natural gallantry ; for I know you are no

less a champion of the fair, than of liberty ; but

before we part, allow me as a friend who esteems
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and loves you, to be cautious how you cross the

path between royalty and love. Remember

Macanaz and Mademoiselle Petit.''*

"
General,'' said Sandoval gravely, not much

* When Ferdinand returned to Spain, there came with

him a young French beauty, a milliner of Paris, called

Petit, who took the liberty to form an intimacy with

Macanaz (a man who had lived with Ferdinand at Valen-

<;ay, and who was afterwards his prime minister) without

consulting lur royal paramour, who having made <i.._ dis-

covery uu.ier very peculiar circumstances, not contented

with inflicting with his own hands on the olfenders a

severe horse, whipping, caused her speedily to quit the

kingdom, oi ligmg her first to give up every gift which

his ioyai generosity had lavished on her; and sent

Macanaz t > the castle of San Anton in Coruna, where he

remained i long time, till at length he obtained permission

to live in his native village. Of course, the plausible motive

lor the minister's disgrace, was the discovery made by the

king of his practice of selling every public situation within

his department; but those who knew that his majesty him-

self made the sale of offices a source of private revenue,

soon found out the right story, and were not particular in

concealing it. Macanaz afterwards insisted on an investiga-

tion of the whole business; and Ferdinand, aware he was as

deeply implicated as himself, and unwilling that the whole

world should know it, settled a pension on him (which

even at this moment he enjoys) to hush the matter up.

VOL . III. H
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pleased at the association,
" I thank you : but

there is a difference between a French milliner,

a strumpet in the full sense of the word, and

Dofia Gabriela Lanza, a lady whose high virtue

will of itself suffice to shelter her from any base

attempt of the kind ; and who, at all events, is

entitled to the protection of every honourable

man, whose sword should be drawn in her service,

were it even against royalty."

Anglona, who felt not the same flame that

glowed in our hero's bosom, shook his head, and

said, that though there certainly was a difference,

and a very material one, he feared it would ren-

der caution doubly requisite :

"
for," said he,

" as it is evident that the attractions of a virtuous

object always maKes a deeper impression in our

hearts than those of one who has only personal

beauties to boast of, the king's passion for Ga-

briela must be in proportion to that difference.

Consequently, as I really feel a great interest

for you, I must persist in recommending the

utmost prudence.
1"

Sandoval, who saw that the General's advice
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proceeded from real goodness of heart, was now

more cordial in his thanks; after which he took

leave of him.

As the dejeune of the Duchess of Osuna to

the king was to take place as early as four o'clock

in the morning, Sandoval rose betimes, and,

assisted by his servant Roque, made his toilet,

which consisted in an elderly man's wig, having

the usua) appendage of a silk bag tied to the

queue, and the locks of which, instead of curling

gracefully, as did his own black hair, were long

and lank, and fell about his ears and forehead

in such a manner as materially to alter the appear-

ance of his handsome countenance, to which it

gave an elderly look. He next assumed a court

dress : a coat of the beautiful cloth (which is

made in the royal manufactory of San Fernando)

called vigogne, shaped in the usual fashion,

straight collar, round breast, long skirts, and

steel buttons; a white silk embroidered vest of

decent length, cut triangularly at its lowest ex-

tremity, and with flaps on the pockets ; knee-

breeches, and silk stockings; shoes, with a

H 2
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handsome pair of gold buckles ; a court sword,

with a steel hilt highly wrought ; and achapeau-

bras. In this costume, he flung himself into

Doiia Clara's carriage, who lent it him with

pleasure, and then proceeded, through the gate

of Alcala towards the Alameda of the Duchess of

Osuna.

He had not advanced very far on his way,

when the rapid trampling of horses announced

a body of cavalry coming on. It was a party of

the king's guardias de co?-ps, preceding the royal

carriages, and going, as usual, at full gallop, by

which habit more than one cavalier breaks his

neck in the course of the year, and many horses

are broken down and disabled. In the present

instance only half a dozen horses took fright at

our hero's carriage, and t\vo fell down with their

riders. The word,
"
halt," being then uttered,

their companions stopped ; but on observing the

royal carriages fast approaching, they set off

again at a furious rate, leaving the two unfor-

tunate cavaliers to crawl out of the road as well

as they could, or be trod to death; for such

accidents as these are never noticed by the lofty
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personages they serve. Sandoval caused his

carriage to be drawn on one side of the road,

while the king's and those of his household

passed by, which they did with the rapidity of

lightning; after which another party of guardias

closed the rear, all in full dress.

At about a league from Madrid begins the

Alameda, which is entered by a handsome gate,

where our hero was politely requested to show

his ticket by one of the superior servants of the

duchess, who was in attendance there for the

purpose of examining them. Sandoval handed

him the one sent to him by Anglona
" The

Sefior Marques (for he had assumed the name of

the Marquis de Rivas, one of his ancestors by

his mother's side) is welcome to her Grace's

Alameda. Drive on, coachman/'' said the attend-

ant, having examined it, after which he made

a profound bow, and the carriage rolled slowly

on through the long and beautiful avenue which

leads to the palace. On both sides of it spread

groves of fruit trees, small vineyards, and elegant

parterres, shining in all the verdant gaiety of the
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season, their flowers and leaves, still covered with

the morning dew, glittered in the beams of the

rising sun, as a gentle zephyr made them vibrate

on their stems, and shewed their delicate tints as

yet untarnished by the mid day sun. It was

with a sensation of delight that Sandoval looked

upon the varied scene which presented it?elf to

his sight, and to which the stillness and freshness

of that early hour added new charms. At every

step a fresh object attracted his attention; now a

rustic hut emerged from a cluster of trees, and

now a hermitage perched on the acclivity of a

steep mount; further on, the ruins of an old

building, finely overrun with creeping plants,

graced the landscape, and then a lake, in the

middle of which was seen an island clothed with

soft verdure, and decked with thickets and lofty

trees; an Indian pagoda rose here in all its

elegant symmetry, and there a wild and winding

path leading to a grotto, beside which ran a small

rivulet with its pleasing murmur; a finely carved

statue now peeped out from behind a thicket,

and now a fountain, the waters of which sported
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high in the air, and fell back upon its bosom,

forming a variety of fanciful images.

As the carriage rolled on, the distant sounds

of music, vibrating through the trees of the

avenues, became more distinct, and some shrill

notes of greeting from the martial instruments of

the royal military band, intimated the arrival of

the king, and the royal family. At length the

palace, with the buildings for the numerous

attendants, rose, in an excellent style of archi-

tecture, from amidst rich, gay, and elegant

parterres, and presented a scene as magnificent

as it was animated. The exterior was decorated

with hangings of rich coloured silks, and flowery

garlands, ingenious devices, and finely painted

portraits of the royal family. At the gates and

places of entrance, which were transformed into

triumphal arches, were seen a multitude of

servants, in splendid liveries, bustling about, as

they ushered in the noble visitors, who arrived

in their splendid equipages, and vociferating

their names with as sonorous voices as the im-

portance of the occasion demanded, while the
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bands of music, stationed in the gardens and in

the interior of the palace, welcomed them with

their harmonious sounds.

Our hero, having alighted from his carriage,

ascended a magnificent staircase, decorated v^ith

beautiful and rare plants, flowery festoons, and

costly hangings, all elegantly disposed; and

afterwards, was ushered into the sumptuous

apartments where the guests were assembling, the

furniture of which surpassed, in grandeur and

richness, even that of the royal palaces. Around

these saloons were arranged sofas, ottomans,

couches, and other lands of .>oats, all of silks

and rich stuffs, for the company ; and in the

furthest saloon was a magnificent throne for the

royal visitor, with canopied scats beside it for the

Infantes and Infantas. Every one of the com-

pany, already assembled there, displayed the

utmost magnificence. The ladies, decked in their

elegant ball dresses of different hues, glittered

in the brilliant trinkets which adorned their

persons, like flowers on which the dew drops

still hang and sparkle in the sunbeams, and the
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gentlemen, in their court dresses or splendid

uniforms, with ribbons, crosses, and decorations,

dazzled the sight by the profusion of gold and

silver with which their dresses were covered.

The foreign ambassadors were also present at

this festival, and rivalled each other in magnifi-

cence, as well as several high prelates, dressed in

all their ecclesiastical splendour ; while the hand-

some guardias, who had accompanied his majesty

there, were also allowed to participate in the

pleasures of the fete. All moved on with case

and gracefulness towards the place occupied by

the sovereign, and their illustrious entertainer,

to pay their respects to them, and wore a smile

on their countenances, as they made profound

bows to each other.

As Sandoval passed through this crowd of

visitors to make his obeisance to the duchess,

he cast his eyes around, in hopes of discovering

the dear object of his affection ; but, notwith-

standing his anxiety he could see nothing of her,

nor of her family, and he almost feared they

would not be of the party. Having made his

H 3
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bow to the duchess, and the princesses, he

walked towards the Prince of Anglona, to ascer-

tain from him if Don Antonio's family was ex-

pected at all. The young nobleman could hardly

refrain from laughing at observing the serious

figure Sandoval cut in his wig and vigogne coat,

but told him, that though he appeared suffi-

ciently disguised, he could not help thinking the

cheeks, and lower part of his face, as well as his

handsome calves, and other beauties which his

dress did not conceal, looked much too young,

smooth, round, and firm, for the rest of his

person.

While Anglona was making these remarks,

the name of Lanza resounded through the

saloons, and suddenly the loud murmur that

reigned in them was changed into whispers,

while many a malicious smile, and suspicious nod

passed between the company- All eyes, however,

Avere soon turned towards the door with an ex-

pression of strong curiosity, and Gabriela lean-

ing on Fermin's arm, entered, followed by her

mother and Don Antonio, tbe monk and his
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worthy nephew bringing up the rear. Never

had she appeared more beautiful in Sandoval's

eyes, than she did at the present moment. Her

elegant and graceful figure was arrayed with the

utmost simplicity, no costly jewels or glittering

diamonds disputing the palm of brilliancy with

her eyes, whose timid glances heightened the

sweet expression of her countenance. A single

white rose, tastefully fixed on her head, set oft*

to greater advantage her black shining tresses

and falling locks, while another, of a pale red,

fixed to her breast, heightened the snowy white-

ness of her neck and bosom. A white gown of

fine muslin, with a border tastefully embroidered,

and a coloured ribbon round her waist, was the

unostentatious dress she had assumed for this

important occasion, in the hope that its extreme

simplicity would attract less the notice of the

company to her person. But in this she was

greatly mistaken ; for in the same manneras the

finely painted drapery of a picture generally

diverts the attention from the object that wears

it, her modest habiliments naturally concentrated
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on her individual charms, which they rendered

more striking, the undivided attention of the

other visitors. This she very soon perceived,

as she made her way to the other end of the

room, and her sweet, though still pale counte-

nance, became, as well as her neck, suffused

with blushes, whilst her large fine eyes were

cast on the ground with unaffected modesty,

and her timid bosom heaved with agitation.

Fermii!, whose handsome uniform of Brigade

General, set off to greater advantage his finely

formed person, and whose striking countenance

and manly look strongly expressed the delight

he felt at the happiness of enjoying the pre-

sence of his sovereign, and the royal family, re-

marked Gabriela's agitation, and gently pressed

her hand to dispel her timidity. This, though

done in a manner almost imperceptible, did not

escape the keen eyes of Calisto, who watched

their motions and looks most intensely, and who

feeling far otherwise than at ease, particularly

when he heard around him a thousand eulogies

on the two lovers,
" who seemed made for each
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other,
1 '

withdrew to a recess formed by one of

the balconies.

On arriving at the foot of the throne, Ga-

briela knelt, to kiss the Infanta Dofia Maria

Franciscans hand, who occupied the seat next to

Ferdinand
;
but the latter stepping out to re-

ceive her, she started back, as if she had seen an

adder, and dropping him a courtesy, walked

towards the Duchess of Osuna to salute her,

while Fcrnmi bent his knee and kissed with the

utmost reverence the royal hands, as did also

Dofia Angela, who on tins occasion had ex-

changed her devotee's habiliments for a most

sumptuously profane one, and what is still more

strange, had brought her mind to commit the

sacrilege of wearing that same precious family

necklace, which hud become a sanctified relic

since it was worn by our Lady del Filar of

Zaragozu ! But she had consulted on the matter

with her ghostly confessor.

On Father Lobo's approaching the king, the

latter, who, though possessed of great powers of

dissimulation could hardly conceal the displeu-
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sure he felt at Gabriela's action, took the monk

aside, close to the place occupied by our hero, who

heard him ask Lobo, in a severe and reproachful

tone, his reason for not having performed the

promise he had made him. " Did you not say

I should find Gabriela a little more tractable

than the first time I saw her? and yet, even

before the eyes of this assembly, she has offered

me a marked insult ! I speak in earnest, and

tell you, I'll not be trifled with."

"
Sire," said the monk in an insinuating voice,

unabashed by this speech,
"
you must interpret

her action differently. I can assure your majesty

she is fully aware of the honour you do her, and

feels flattered by it ; but you know the little

artifices and wiles of the sex. It is precisely to

those whose affections they are more anxious to

ensure, that they will at first show themselves

indifferent ; for they know too well that for-

wardness on their part, will oftener produce dis-

gust than love. Did vour majesty not observe

the look she gave you, even when she so coquet-

tishly retreated from you ?"
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" I did,
11

said the king,
" and a cursedly

forbidding one it was.
11

"
Ay, even so," cried the monk,

" I see

your majesty is an acute observer nothing

escapes your penetration what then could be a

more evident proof of her love ?"

"
Why, zounds, man," exclaimed his ma-

jesty,
" what do you take me for ? Am I a

fool or an idiot ?"

" Your majesty does me an injustice," said

the monk,
" if you really believe I could ever

take my sovereign for either."

" Then how, if she dart such freezing looks,

can she feel any love for me ?"

" I shall answer that question with another,

if it please your majesty," returned the monk.

The king nodded, and the monk added,

" Would there be any skaiting, if there were no

ice? and would men feel any pleasure in the

warmth produced by that exercise, if they were

not predisposed to it by the freezing air around ?

I speak somewhat metaphorically, but it is,

nevertheless, as Gabriela feels, nay, as most
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women of sense do. They offer forbidding looks

to encourage our timidity, upon the same prin-

ciple as they who wash their benumbed hands

with snow, in order to restore to them warmth

and animation."

This argument, subtle as it was-, had nothing

to do with Ferdinand's question ; but it puzzled

him, and it was all the monk wanted. "
Well/

1

said the king,
"
you may be very right ; but,

in truth, I should prefer the genial sunbeams of

spring to these freezing gales and hark ! if the

ice lasts much longer, I must have it broken ;

for, by my patron saint, I am not fond of

winter."

With these words he turned round, and pre-

senting his arm to the Duchess of Osuna, went

down, preceded by the Duke de Alagon, cap-

tain of the guards, and other noblemen of his

servidumbre, to the banquet-room, followed bv

the Infanta, consort of Don Carlos, who leaned

on the arm of the Duke of Osuna ; and by the

rest of the company, among whom, we are

happy to state, no dispute for precedence arose,
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though most of the proudest grandees of Spain

were among the visitors. As for Sandoval, he

followed in the throng, his mind engrossed

with the conversation he had just overheard.

We shall not attempt a description of the

sumptuous banquet with which the Duchess

entertained her guests. It would indeed be an

endless and tedious task, both for our readers

to peruse, and ourselves to write. Enough

then if we say, that every delicacy of the season

that wealth could procure was there displayed

in magnificent services of gold and silver, china,

and glass ; and that the plateaux vases, and

other embellishments of the tables, were truly

tasteful and splendid ; everything, in a word,

being calculated to give a correct notion of the

wealth and grandeur of the princely house of

Ostina.* During the dejetin*', the music sta-

* That the reader may form some idea of the profusion

of this fete, we shall only remark, that, in the year to

which the above alludes, the duchess made a present of

three thousand dollars (six hundred pounds) to the cook of

the pope's nuncio, resident at Madrid, who prepared the
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tioned in the gardens filled the air with melo-

dious sounds, which contributed to excite the

guests of both sexes to converse without re-

straint.

As our hero was not known to any of the

people present, under his assumed name of

Marquis de Rivas, except to Anglona, he was

not under the necessity of attending to any in

particular ; and, therefore, he took his seat at

table just opposite to Gabriela, to have the plea-

sure, at least, of silently gazing upon her, and

catch the sweet accents of her voice. This

pleasure, however, was not quite free from

pain ; for he observed, that, notwithstanding the

attentions shewn her by those who were around

her, she ate little, and appeared absorbed in

melancholy reverie, though now and then a

smile played on her coral lips, and enlivened

viands for the banquet ;
and that, notwithstanding such

an immense sum, her Grace found a balance in her favour

of ten thousand dollars from what she spent in those years

when the management of the table was entrusted to her

own cooks.
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her physiognomy ; but as it was addressed to

Fermin, who sat near her, its sweetness, if not

absolutely gall to our hero, was far from excit-

ing in him very pleasant sensations. Another

source of misery, deeper still than this feeling of

jealousy, arose from the circumstance of an atten-

dant of his majesty bringing to her a small silver

dish with some preserved fruit, which he begged

her to accept in the king's name, as a token of

his respect ; and though she was not the only

lady there who enjoyed this honour, such an

attention fully confirmed all he before imagined

of Ferdinand's affection for her. The manner

in which she received it, however, shewed clearly

how repugnant it was to her feelings.
" Have

the goodness, Sir, to thank his majesty for an

honour of which I do not feel myself worthy,"

said she drily to the gentleman in waiting, as

she received the present from him,
" But which

she will do her best endeavours to deserve,"

added Dona Angela, with an inclination of the

head to him, and a frown to Gabriela.

The gentleman made a profound bow, and
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hastened back with the message, which he de-

livered to the Duke of Alagon, who whispered

it into his majesty's ear, and Sandoval, who

kept his eye on the king, observed him bite his

lip, and whisper back to the Duke something,

on which the latter replied by a triple shake of

the head. " The good old lady,"" said to him

in a low voice a noble courtier who sat near

Sandoval,
"

is determined to give his majesty

full play, though her daughter seems not quite

so anxious to carry it on. What strange ca-

prices women have ! Here is a village damsel,

without a name or reputation, disdaining the

favours of a monarch, and a little while ago

playing all sorts of pranks with servants and

plebeians, even below herself !"

" We must not take for granted all the scan-

dalous reports that are circulated in a court,"

said Sandoval, endeavouring to check his in-

dignation.
" It is enough, her beauty outshines

that of all others, for envy and malice to choose

her for their butt. For my part, I do not be-

lieve a word of it."
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" You are very welcome to your opinion,"

cried the nobleman in his turn, casting a side-

long glance at the antiquated cut of his coat,

"
perhaps in your time such things seldom oc-

curred, hut the world is somewhat altered

since."

" I thought there was still some virtue left,

though it may not be found in Madrid," re-

turned Sandoval.

" In the innocent creature opposite to us, I

suppose ?" inquired the courtier sneeringly.

" Even so, Sir," cried Sandoval, somewhat

sternly.

"
Why, yes. She seems to have already

given pretty good proofs of it ; and, moreover,

will perhaps honour us with further testimonies

of virtue in the course of to-dav, or to-niffht,"^ -> O "

returned the other, in the same sneering style.

Sandoval's blood boiled in his veins. He was

not in the habit of seeing the idol of his heart

made the subject of public scandal and private

malice; and though he felt that his situation

prevented him from publicly repelling the ca-
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lumnies thus circulated about her, he leaned

his head towards the nobleman, and whispered

into his ear,
" There is baseness in your

language, Sir, and I shall expect you to attend

me into the garden, as soon as we rise from

table."

The courtier, surprised at this discourse,

turned round to reply ; but on observing the

stern look of the speaker, he grew suddenly

confused and abashed, and could hardly muster

sufficient courage even for an apology.
" I

beg to retract whatever offensive words I may

have uttered,"" he muttered in a trembling

voice, and then observed a deep silence during

the remainder of the collation.

" A slanderer,"" thought Sandoval,
" will

always prove himself a coward. Oh ! were

my hands not tied, I would soon silence the

whole set of them !"

Immediately after the entertainment, the

party left the palace to stroll about the beau-

tiful gardens and grounds of the Alameda,

and enjoy the freshness of the morning. No
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etiquette whatever was observed on this occasion,

every one being at liberty to select any of the

numerous amusements prepared for them, and to

follow the path he pleased. Swings and wooden

horses were suspended from the trees, for those

who liked that exercise ; boats, gaily adorned,

were inviting the rowers to navigate the lakes ;

courts for tennis, nine-pins, bar, archery, and

shooting, called the amateurs of these amuse-

ments to shew their skill; and a small am-

phitheatre for bull-baiting with young bulls to

fight, or rather to play with, invited the more

adventurous of the party to exhibit their courage

and address. But what in the first instance

attracted the attention of the whole party,

was a circus, round which seats for them all

were placed, to see an exhibition, called Parcjas,

a semblance of the ancient tournaments, which

is still in use in Spain. To this place the

king had directed his steps, followed by the

rest of the guests, and taken his seat under a

canopy of damask, with gold brocade, having

his brother's Infanta on one side, and the
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Duchess of Osuna on the other. When all the

other seats were occupied, the circus presented

a most splendid and dazzling spectacle. The

thousands of rich gems that decked the ladies

heads, and the glittering uniforms and crosses

of the gentlemen, sparkling in the sunbeams,

cast a dazzling radiance round the circus, to

which the incessant motion of the fair spectators,

and playing of their fans, gave the utmost

animation.

At a signal given by the grand equerry

of the duchess, the trumpets sounded, and

about forty-eight horsemen, clothed in the

genuine Spanish costume, came forward, formed

into a squadron of four in front, and twelve

deep, headed by two ladies, who, like the

followers of each, wore different colours. On

arriving at the middle of the circus, they spread

into a line, facing his majesty's seat, and made

their horses bend their knees in homage to

sovereignty. After this, the music played a

march, and the cavaliers went round the circus

in single file
; when, the music changing, they
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advanced again to the middle, commenced a

set of figures, imitating hearts, crowns, crosses,

&c., now breaking their ranks, and crossing

diagonally, now forming again and galloping

round the circus, each displaying the utmost

skill in horsemanship. On the conclusion of

these dances, the two bands formed opposite

each other, and all the cavaliers receiving from

the squires who served them, shields, and some

balls of white clay, one of the leaders crossed

at full gallop to the other side, and passed in

front of the line, followed by the first cavalier

of her band, who immediately pursued by his

antagonist, was obliged to parry with his shield

the balls which his pursuers cast at him.

Behind this came another, pursued by a fourth ;

and when all those belonging to the first band

had thus passed, they whirled their horses

round, and in their turn followed their anta-

gonists, pelting them with their balls. The

rapidity of their motions, and the skill they

displayed in turning the balls aside, gave in-

VOL. in. i
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finite pleasure to the delighted spectators, who

manifested their approbation towards those

who exhibited more address, by loud clappings

and viuas.

On this party retiring, twelve elegantly

dressed grooms entered the circus, leading by

the bridle as many horses, richly caparisoned,

intended for those gentlemen, who from mere

spectators, wished to become candidates for the

rings that hung from the different wooden

columns, placed round the circus for this

purpose, at various distances. The twelve

candidates appeared soon after, dressed all

alike, in rich military coats, white pantaloons,

hessian boots with silver spurs, and glittering

helmets, the visors of which, being drawn over

their faces, concealed their features. Each,

however, had a lance, from which floated a

silk pennon, bearing an appropriate device, two

of which only we shall here mention, though

some of the others were perhaps more in-

genious.-- One bore the inscription,
"
Amo,
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aufro, y catto,* written on a green surface,

and the other, on blue,
" For demasiado fid

When these gentlemen had mounted their

horses, they walked them slowly round the

circus, displaying their devices to the eyes

of the spectators ; and it was observed that

both cavaliers, whose mottos we have given

above, seemed to direct their attention to the

same object. Their dresses being so similar,

and their size and stature likewise, it was

impossible for the lady who saw herself thus

flattered, and who was no other than Gabriela,

to distinguish which of the two was Fermin,

who had left her to be a candidate ; nor could

she tell who the other was, though her heart

fluttered with a strange feeling of pleasure

mingled with apprehension. On reading the

devices, she found them both so appropriate to

the two brothers, that she was still more puzzled

* I love, endure, and am silent.

f I mourn for being too true.
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than with their persons. Both expressed

attachment, and endurance, both applied in-

distinctly to the situation of each. Yet which

of the two had concealed his passion from

her? surely Fermin, and who could mourn

for being too true? she hesitated to answer

herself. " His letter to me, the only one I

ever received from him," she said at Last,

"
ought to convince me, that Calisto has long

ago been tired of his fidelity, since he released

me from those ties that bound me to him, or

rather since he released himself. But what

madness to think it can be Calisto ! Is he not

in France ? or, perhaps, in a still more distant

country ?"

A sigh escaped her as this last thought flashed

across her brain
; perhaps, she secretly wished

him nearer. However, the cavaliers had now

made the tour of the circle, when a flourish of

trumpets warned them to prepare for exhibiting

their address in gaining the prizes. They halted,

and the first in the line of formation advancing

a litlle from his companions, made his obeisance
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to the king by bending gracefully his lance ;

and then, raising it on high, plied spurs to his

horse, and galloped rapidly round the circus,

making passes with his lance at the various rings

which hung out from the columns ; but missed

them all. A general laugh among the spectators

was his reward. A second followed, he lifted

up his visor, and shewed a face in which effron-

tery blended with sottish vanity. However, from

the bold manner in which he stepped forward,

it was generally expected he would be more

fortunate than his predecessor. But it hap-

pened otherwise ; for shattering his lance to

pieces against the first column he came to, the

concussion he received brought him to the

ground, where he lay stunned by the blow,

until the grooms removed him from the field of

action. At this occurrence a lady fainted away ;

but most of the spectators could hardly suppress

their inclination to laugh at his awkwardness

and foolish impudence, such being the mischiev-

ous spirit of human nature. A third was more

cautious, and succeeded in snatching one of the
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rings ; but it was done in such a graceless

manner, that the applause was hardly heard,

and he was ashamed to offer to any one the ring

he had gained. At last it was now the turn of

one of the two cavaliers who had attracted Ga-

briela's attention, and whose lance bore the

green pennon, to display his skill. He came

forward and made a deep and respectful incli-

nation of the head to the king, and another to

the Infanta, while he waved his lance gracefully,

but with an air of timidity, corresponding to

the device he had adopted, to Gabriela, who

felt a secret anxiety for his success ; and then

rushing forward in the most gallant style,

snatched two of the rings, the ribbons of which

waved lightly in the air as he 'held them up.

A burst of applause proclaimed his triumph ;

and he, holding out his lance to one of the

grooms, requested that one of the prizes should

be laid at the Infanta's feet, as a testimony of

his loyalty, and the other at those of Dofia Ga-

briela Lanza, as a token of his .... (here he

hesitated)
"
profound respect," he added,
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Immediately after this cavalier, followed

the other admirer of Gabriela. There was a

manly loftiness about hiro, which at oncerivetted

the attention of the spectators, and as he stood

facing the king's seat, he made two low bows,

one to the Infanta, and the other to the Duchess

of Osuna, and as if inadvertently forgetting the

middle seat, turned his courser's head towards

the place occupied by Gabriela, and stretching

out his lance made the horse bend a knee till

the flag touched the ground. This done, he

backed the steed with ease and dexterity, and

fixing his eyes steadily on the columns, raised

his lance to the level of the rings, and making

his horse dart like an arrow from the bow,

snatched three of the prizes, apparently at the

same time, so steadily he held his lance, and so

rapid was his course. The plaudits that fol-

lowed this feat were enthusiastically manifested,

and made Gabriela's heart thrill with a secret

delight. These prizes he caused to be laid one

at the feet of the Infanta, another at the

Duchess's, and the third at those of Dofia Ga-
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hriela Lanza,
" as a proof of his unalterable

devotion."

At this last declaration, which was made loud

enough for them to hear, the eyes of the majority

of the spectators turned themselves slily towards

the king, who was observed to whisper some-

thing into the ear of the Duke de Alagon ;

while the cavalier who had preceded him, fixed

his attention on this new rival, curious to knovr

who he was ; but this, owing to the visor he

wore over his face, he could not discover. Mean-

time the rest of the horsemen went through

their trials of skill with various success ; after

which they fired with pistols at a Turk's head

at full gallop. In this exercise the cavalier of

the blue colours shewed himself very superior

to the rest, every time he fired bringing the

mark down, and thunders of applause following

his new triumphs. At length they all left the

circus amidst the sound of music, and plaudits

from the spectators, each to rejoin his friends,

as soon as he had assumed his own dress.
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CHAPTER VII.

So dear to heaven is saintly Chastity

That, when a soul is found sincerely so,
'

A thousand .iveried angels lackey her.

Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt.

MILTON.

IT seems hardly requisite to inform our readers

that the cavalier who had been so much applaud-

ed was no other than Sandoval, who (independ-

ent of the established usages of our predecessors,

by which the hero of a story must always be the

ver) paragon of perfection) excelled in every

thing he attempted, becoming a gentleman and

a soldier.

In walking towards the apartments where he

was to change his dress, his brother Fermin ap-

I 3
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preached him, and unconscious as yet whom h

was addressing, began the conversation, by

praising the great skill he had displayed at the

Parejas, by which he had eclipsed all his other

companions, and himself among the rest.
" If it

were not," said Calisto, in reply to his brother's

eulogies,
" that a man who excels at these games,

proves himself master of such exercises as,

perchance, he may one day turn to greater

account, the possession of any skill at such sorry

representations of the glorious tournaments of

our ancestors, would not give a man of sense one

atom of pleasure. And yet with what anxiety

did not your heart beat, and mine too for what?

for a ribbon tied to a ring ! and how we both

swelled with ideotic pride at the empty sounds of

applause from fools, who had the patience to

endure the sight of us ! Would our ancestors

have sat so patiently at such an exhibition as this ?

And if there were no invaders or foreign cham-

pions to combat, would they not have turned

their arms against their domestic tyrants, rather

than catch ribbons, and fire at a wooden head?"
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Fermin was not a little surprised at such a

discourse; but imagining that the speaker was a

descendant of one of those families whose heirs

had often figured at those bloody exhibitions

alluded to by his companion, said that the best

proof that they themselves were susceptible of

elevated sentiments, lay in the very thing he

found fault with "
for,

11
added he,

"
it is evi-

dent, that the man whose heart thrills at the

idea of obtaining a mere ribbon, would feel still

prouder in attempting to gain a higher prize."

"
Experience proves the contrary,

11
returned

Calisto hastily :
"

it shows that we think we have

done all, when we have gained a ribbon, or

knocked down a wooden head. Else, why should

three centuries have elapsed without our having

done little more than shew our skill in trifles,

when our necks bend under the weight of chains

which it would be a proper feat for men to break,

and when there are other than wooden heads to

bring down !"

The purport of this speech being more distinct,

Fermin was still more surprised.
" If I am not
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mistaken, your discourse," said he,
"

implies

what I, as a servant of the king, cannot suffer to

pass unnoticed, without becoming as criminal as

yourself. Let me tell you, then, of all the places

which ought to be most free from revolutionary

men, that, methinks, ought to be so in which

our sacred sovereign presides, and is every

moment shewing his condescension by acts

almost derogatory to his
royal dignity ;

but

which prove how far his subjects are from bend-

ing under the weight of the chains, which as you

insinuate, he imposes on them.''

" How, Sir, if his condescension extended to

your mistress?" whispered Calisto in his ear.

Fermin started back, and carried his hand to

his sword. " What am I to understand by your

insinuation ?
v

he asked in an offended tone.

" Know, Sir, that, though we be within a hun-

dred paces of the royal person, if you mean to

slander my sovereign, or a lady whose virtue is

as untainted as the sun-beams, my sword shall

punish your temerity on this very spot."

" The lady, I am persuaded, is what you
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represent her,'* said Calisto ;

" I wish I could

have as good an opinion of your sovereign. I

should not have stood forward as her admirer

just now, were I convinced she were unworthy

of receiving the vows of a man of honour, and

were I not anxious to impress on the king's miud

that there is one here, who stands forth the pro-

tector of that lady's innocence."

Every new sentence Calisto uttered, surprised

his brother more and more. *' And pray, Sir,

who has constituted you her protector?"* he

asked in a commanding tone of voice.

"
This,'' said Sandoval, placing his hand on

his heart,
" and herself."

" And who are you in the name of heaven ?"

Fermin asked again in a stern, yet anxious

manner.

By this time they were in the apartment where

they were to change their dress, and Sandoval

motioning to his brother, to follow him into an

inner room. " You wish to know who I am ?

Know me then,'
1
said he, taking off the helmet,

and the wig that disguised him.



182 SANDOVAL; OR,

Fermin's astonishment may be imagined.

Impressed with the idea that his brother was in

France, he could hardly credit his eyes. But

there he stood in person, and there could be no

deception in it.
" What imprudence is this of

yours ?
M

at length he exclaimed. " Loaded

with crimes, dare you -appear in a place your

presence pollutes? Before the eyes of your

offended sovereign ? before those of your out-

.raged friends ?"

" And pray what are my crimes ?" enquired

Calisto, surprised in his turn at such an accu-

sation.

"
If, instead of aiding your escape from Lo-

grofio, I had caused you to be shot, I should

have justly punished those you committed on

that night, and prevented others you have since

committed," said Fermin.

" It may suit your views, Fermin, to say that,

or to believe it. But heaven knows my inno-

cence, and at the day of doom you yourself may

perhaps know it."

Fermin made an attempt to speak ; but
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Calisto bid him be silent
" You have wronged

me in a thousand ways," he added ;

"
you have

disregarded my entreaties a hundred times, and

are even now on the point of covering yourself

with infamy, and plunging me into an abyss of

misery. Do not then think I will stand here lis-

tening patiently to unfounded accusations, which

are only meant as a cloak to cover evil designs.

If I must be deprived by you of the being,

whose heart was pledged to me, before all that

is sacred in heaven and earth, expect not to rob

me with impunity of my good name and repu-

tation, in order to justify your conduct. Take

my happiness from me, and may you not find

it bitter misery ; but, by heaven ! I'll not hear

a word of accusation against a conduct, the pro-

priety of which, with all your high-flown notions

of honour and virtue, you are unable to under-

stand."

Fermi n felt overwhelmed by this discourse ; for

though he had never acted ungenerously, much

less treacherously, towards his brother, his ex-

treme delicacy of conscience touched him with
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something like remorse, for harbouring a pas-

sion for a woman, who had been betrothed to

Calisto " To conceal now from }ou," said he,

in a melancholy tone,
" the passion that rages

in my breast, would be disingenuous and useless.

Yes ! I love Gabriela, I adore her ; but you

know more than she does. T never breathed

this before her, nor do I deserve the injustice

you do me, of believing me capable of casting

dark imputations on your actions, for the pur-

pose of advancing my own suit. It would be a

sinful deed, and I would not distort truth, unless

to gain a good object."

"
Fermin," cried his brother, "I thank you

for your disinterestedness, and pity you from

the bottom of my heart. Yet if such have

always been your sentiments, why not answer

one of the many letters I have written to you ?"

"
I never received any," replied he;

" and to

say the truth, I was grieved and surprised at

your silence."

"It was even as I suspected," cried his bro-

ther ;

" the villains have intercepted my letters,
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have forged others, and invented a thousand

calumnies to lose me in your opinion and Ga-

briela's."

" Whom do you allude to ?" inquired Fer-

min.

" Who else can it be, but those who even now

are duping you, betraying Dona Angela, and

sacrificing Gabriela
;
who else but the wicked

inonk, and his infamous nephew ? Open your

eyes once, and see them in all their deformity,"

said Calisto, with warmth.

Fermin who still entertained the greatest

respect for his father confessor, and a good

opinion of the nephew, both of whom had been

careful in concealing from him their villanies,

defended them warmly, and assured his brother,

lie would sooner suspect himself of what he

accused them than either. As Calisto saw, that

all he could say on the subject, would never

convince Fermin of those artful men's wicked

designs, he gave up the point, observing onlv,

that, perhaps, ere long, he would be enabled to

offer him such proofs of their villany as would

make his hair stand on end. " And now,"
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added he,
" I must see Gabriela, and her

mother ; I must speak to them both, and save

the former from evils, which are hid only from

your sight."

Fermin endeavoured to dissuade him from

shewing himself to either of them, as he stood

in danger of being denounced by Dona Angela

to Artimaua, and meeting but an indifferent

reception from Gabriela ; but unable to prevail

on him, and observing that the dress he had

assumed for the festival disguised him suffici-

ently to prevent detection, he agreed to intro-

duce him to them as a friend of his, under the

assumed name of the Marquis de Rivas. This

point settled, they sallied forth in search of the

party.

The company had now left the circus, and

were seen wandering in different groups about

the grounds of the Alameda, or engaged in the

various games we have mentioned in the pre-

ceding chapter. The bands of music had

transported themselves to distant and opposite

parts, and the sounds of their instruments, wafted

by the breeze through the woods and alleys of
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the Alamcda, fell on the ear with a kind of

magic softness. A group of peasants, gaily

adorned, was here seen performing their rustic

dances to the sound of tabors and timbrels, and

rending the air with their occasional shouts.

Further on came another set of performers, fanci-

fully dressed, with garlands in their hands,

executing a variety of elegant figures with the

airy motions of fairies. A waltz was formed in

another place by some of the guests themselves,

whose varied dresses, as they passed rapidly by

each other, piesented a thousand pleasing con-

trasts, and imparted additional gaiety and ani-

mation to the scene. Everywhere pleasure

reigned in some new shape, and laughter fol-

lowed in its train.

Fermin and his brother hastened through this

varied and agreeable scene to the place where

the former was to join Dofia Angela and her

daughter, and where they met them, surrounded

by a numerous party of elegants, who were

wearying Gabriela with their insipid compliments

and tiresome attentions. No sooner, however,
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did she perceive Fermin, than she hastened

towards him with an eagerness which showed

how welcome his presence was to her, and how

anxious she was to escape the importunate

attentions of those unlucky gentlemen, who on

seeing her make this choice, dropped gradually

off, till at last the mother and the daughter

remained alone with the two brothers. Fermin

then introduced Calisto as a particular friend

of his, who had come from a distant province, on

a short visit to his friends of the capital. The

grave Marquis was, of course, received with

every mark of distinction, and as Gabriela

seemed not disposed to quit the hold she had of

Fermin's arm, he was compelled to offer his to

Dofia Angela, who received it with a gracious

courtesy, Fermin having been instructed by

his brother to say nothing to Gabriela about

him, he walked forward with her, conversing on

other subjects, while Calisto endeavoured to

introduce the matter that was most at his heart

by remarking something about the Parejas, and

the gentlemen who had most distinguished
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themselves. "
Doubtless," added he,

"
you are

acquainted with the two cavaliers who were

most successful, and who dedicated their prizes

to your daughter?""

"
One/

1

said Dona Angela in reply,
" was Don

Fermin, but the other I have not yet been able

to discover. Do you happen to know anything

of him, Sefior Marques?"
" I could not exactly learn his name," replied

Sandovnl ;
" but his object I learned from a

friend of his ; and I am grieved to say, Madam,

that it interests the honour of your family very

deeply."

" How, Sir ! can my daughter have taken

any steps derogatory to our honour?" exclaimed

Dona Angela, alarmed at this beginning.

Very far from it, Madam," interrupted the

other. "Your daughter is as yet innocent; but

she may not remain long so, if you do not guard

against the machinations that are set on foot by

very powerful enemies to rob her of her virtue,

and pollute your name.

" You alarm me exceedingly." said Dona
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Angela,
"
and, for the Virgin's sake, let me know,

Sir, what these machinations are.''

" It is a delicate matter to communicate to

a mother; but as by giving you this pain, greater

evils may be prevented, I will not hesitate in

imparting to you what I myself know to be a

fact; and I hope you will do me the justice to

believe, that by so doing, I am actuated only by

that feeling, which every honourable man ought

to entertain, of saving innocence from ruin.

Know, then, Madam, that you have been reposing

your confidence on men utterly unworthy to

possess it; that they have betrayed it; and that

your daughter is their victim. The king loves

Dofia Gabriela I leave you to decide whether

his can be a virtuous passion, and those who

have been the principal agents in this transaction

are no other than Father Lobo and his nephew

Don Aniceto.""

" You surprise me!" exclaimed Dofia Angela

starting
" but surely,'" she added reassuring

herself,
" there is no foundation for such an

assertion. Father Lobo, the holy man! the
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director of my child's virtue and innocence, a

monster of ingratitude, and of sin ? it cannot be!

Sir, you have been misinformed : trust me, I

would sooner believe that light was darkness,

than suspect him of such a deed. And then his

gracious majesty, whose piety and exemplary

life is a mirror of purity and religion, to entertain

such sinful thoughts! You have been sadly

imposed upon, my dear Sir. Doubtless some

pleasant wag, seeing you quite fresh from the

country, thought fit to have a little amusement

by making you believe absurdities."

" I am grieved, Madam, to tell you that what

I say is but too true. I myself heard the

king and Father Lobo converse on the subject

together?"

" Then permit me to say," returned Doria

Angela, iu a laughing manner,
" that you must

have left your ears in the country, or else you

have sent them to be mended."

"
But, Madam, I entreat you to reflect, that

the fact is in every body's mouth, and that the

gentleman who avowed himself Dona Gabriela's
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admirer at the Parejas, came forward on that

occasion at the risk of incurring his majesty's

displeasure, purely with the object of impressing

on his mind, that Gabriela had friends about her,

who would watch his motions."

" What an obliging creature that gentleman

must be!"" exclaimed Dona Angela with a sneer.

" Were it not that he would be apt to be rather

officious, I should accept him for Gabriela's

champion! There Avould be some pleasure in

enjoying the society of this modern Quixote,

who can encounter the wrath of kings in such a

gallant manner, for the sake of a damsel totally

unknown to him! He must be an amusing

fellow ! Can you not induce your friend to in-

troduce him to us, to enjoy some laughing?"

Our hero looked somewhat blank at this unex-

pected discourse. He could hardly persuade

himself that it was Dona Angela who spoke,

though he remembered she used now and then

to exercise her satirical powers with tolerable

success, and. moreover, that it was perfectly in

character with her profession of a devotee. But
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what was he to think of her apparently indifferent

manner? Could she, indeed, be privy to her

daughter's dishonour? This he could not believe.

It was more likely, then, that her prepossessions

for the monk and his nephew, and her high

opinion of the king, blinded her to facts that

almost spoke for themselves. These thoughts

shot rapidly through his brain, and as he wished

to avoid raising her suspicions, by insisting

further on his assertions, he dropped the subject,

observing only, that such being his own appre-

hensions, he had done what an honourable man

was bound to do, to warn her of the danger

that threatened her daughter and therefore he

woidd leave her to act as her prudence might

best suggest.

13y this time they arrived at the borders of a

lake in the middle of which rose an island,

shaded with thick leaved trees, where a con-

course of ladies and gentlemen, among whom was

the king, were witnessing the amusing efforts of

several young men to obtain a pri/e fixed at the

toj)
of a high pole, which stood in the middle of

VOL. in. K
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the lake, and the smooth sides of which being

soaped, made them
slip down into the water long

before they could reach the top. A gaily orna-

mented boat took our party over to the island,

and Sandoval, profiting by this opportunity,

whispered into Fermin's ear to take charge of

Dona Angela, and leave Gabriela to him. In

fact no sooner they leaped out than our hero

offered his arm to her, which she accepted, as

she could not well refuse an offer so politely

made.

The feelings by which he was assailed at

holding her beautifully formed arm so near his

heart, made it beat with redoubled motion. The

recollection of her former passion for him, and

the dangers of her present situation ; his fears

and hopes with respect to the actual state of her

heart, and his anxiety to become acquainted

with it, rendered his steps vacillating, and im-

parted to his manners an air of timidity ill

suited to his grave exterior. Gabriela was not

long in observing his agitation ; but unable to

account for it, she turned her fine eyes on his
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countenance with a look of surprise. He fixed

his own on hers, and for a long minute they

both gazed intensely at each other, as if fasci-

nated by some powerful charm. At last Ga-

briela raised her eyes to the greyish locks that

shaded his forehead, heaved a sigh, and lowered

them to the ground. She had not recognised

him. Sandoval was glad of this, but still more

of that sigh which he thought bespoke regret

and disappointment.
" Have you seen," said

he to her, at length breaking the silence,
" the

small hut that stands in the middle of that

thicket of trees ?
v

Gabriela intimated she had not, and he pro-

posed they should go and see it, unless she pre-

ferred looking at the games that were performing

on the water. On her assenting to his first

proposal, they glided through an irregular path

that led to it, unaccompanied by Dofia Angela,

who, with Fermin, remained at the borders of

the lake to see the games. A short walk,

during which Sandoval endeavoured to collect

his scattered ideas, brought them in front of a

K; 2
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rustic cottage, the door of which was shut ; but

which he opened by lifting the latch, and then

entered, leading Gabriela by the hand. An old

woman with a distaff at her girdle, and in the

act of spinning, was in a corner of a large

hearth, sitting on a wooden chair, having a

cat on her lap, both offering such excellent re-

presentations of nature, that Gabriela could

hardly believe they were not real ; while a deal

table, with a bench in the middle of the room, a

lamp hanging from a hook suspended to the

chimney, a few plates neatly arranged against

the wall on a kind of shelf, and a wood fire half

extinguished, on which an iron pot was placed,

added to the deception of this solitary cottage.

Having bestowed on everything in it that ad-

miration which we never fail to lavish on the

imitations of artists, Gabriela intimated a wish

to rejoin her mother ; but Sandoval, who found

the silence, and retirement of this spot highly

favourable to his designs, detained her under

various pretexts, hesitating whether to discover

himself atonce, or keep his disguise.
" Madam,"
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said he, at length, imagining it would be more

prudent to adopt the latter precaution
" I

have something important to communicate ; but

I hardly know how to break the matter to you,

as I am ignorant whether by pleading the cause

of a friend I may not incur your displeasure."

"Do not fear such injustice from me, Sir,"

said Gabriela in her sweetest tones. " I will

always esteem a man who, to serve a friend,

would even risk to meet my frowns."

" Your frowns ! Dona Gabriela," exclaimed

Sandoval, pressing her hand as gently as his

ardour permitted,
"
they are sweet smiles ;

but I must not lose instants that are too pre-

cious. I am the bosom friend of the unfortu-

nate Don Calisto Sandoval, who even at this

moment is suffering all the pangs, which the

uncertainty of having his affection returned by

you, has been heaping on him for these two

last years. Aware that since you entered the

convent, you have been surrounded by his ene-

mies, he fears calumny has been too busy with

him, and that you have at last listened to its in-
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sidious voice, nay, he knows you have, and

that, in consequence of it, he lies under your dis-

pleasure."

Gabriela listened to this discourse with

apparent emotion. " I had made a vow never

again to mention his name, or speak of him to

any human being,
11
said she ;

" but the interest

you seem to take in Don Calisto obliges me to

say, that whatever calumnies may have been

heaped upon him, they have never been listened

to by me, and that my displeasure arises entirely

from his own words, and his own deeds. Had

he not written me a letter, every line of which

breathed an insult, and dishonoured him as

much as he wished to sink me beneath the most

contemptible of my sex, and had he not after-

wards dyed his hands so deep in blood, as to

throw an indelible disgrace on the party he

serves, I should have remained as unchanged

as ever human being did ; but after what has

passed, there can be no union of hearts bet ween

him and me."

" Madam !" exclaimed Sandoval, his heart
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beating so high as nearly to take away his

breath,
" the letter you complain of is a forgery,

an infamous forgery and those bloody deeds

you mention, as base a fabrication."

" But how am I to believe that, Sir, when the

letter is -written by his own hand ? when he

mentions things in it which only he could know ?

when that letter I received through his best

friend ? It is true there are in it erasements,

which might originally have qualified some of

those insults it contains ; but that it is a fabri-

cation, I no more believe than that I am not

Gabriela.'
1

Sandoval carried his hand to his forehead,

and stood awhile absorbed in thought.
" J am

positive, Madam," he said at last ;

" Don Calisto

insisted that it is a fabrication, and I would

sooner doubt my own words than the truth of

his, but do you preserve that letter still P"
1
"

he

added.

"
I do," replied Gabriela ;

" I preserve it to

justify whatever step against my inclination I
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may be forced to take by my parents, or rather

by those who rule them.""

" And would you, Madam, enter into any

other engagement without having first cleared

up this matter ? Reflect on the misery you

will entail on an innocent man, reflect on that

which remorse and despair will bring on yourself.

Do not stab him to the heart who has never

ceased loving you. Let me plead my friend's

cause at your feet. Let me implore you to

suspend your final judgment on him. He is

innocent, Madam, he is innocent, nay, he is

wretched, persecuted, and calumniated. He

loves you more than he ever did."

Sandoval had dropped on his knees, and

grasped Gabriela's hand ; he now pressed it

against his burning lips, and wetted it with his

tears, his sighs swelling his bosom and impeding

his utterance ; while Gabriela, who no less

moved than surprised at this singular appeal

from a mere friend, gazed on him with an ex-

pression of eager curiosity ;
but his di



THE FBEEMASOX. 201

joined to the alteration his features and person

had undergone since the last time she saw him,

prevented his absolute recognition. At length

she disengaged her hand from his grasp, and

then hastened out of the hut, closely pursued

by her disguised lover. " Promise not to act

on the strength of that letter, until it be fully

explained," said he grasping her hand again,

" and you shall no longer be importuned by

me."

" I do, I do, though I hardly hope Calisto

will ever be able to explain it,"" she said, endea-

vouring to repress the tears that rushed to her

eyes, as the noise of people approaching towards

the place where they were, was heard. " There is

another subject, Dofia Gabriela," said Sandoval,

as they proceeded towards the water side,
"
upon

which I would entreat a few particulars, to

quiet the apprehensions of my friend. Certain

rumours have reached him, as indeed they have

also reached me, which are no less alarming

than distressing. Is it true that the king cu-

lt 3
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tertains a passion for you ? for that is the

import of those rumours."

" I fear it is so but see, he is coming !

Let us hasten out of his sight," she said with

agitation. But before they could accomplish

this, Ferdinand was by their side, attended by

a numerous train of ladies and gentlemen.

"Dona Gabriela," he said to her, presenting her

his arm,
" will you favour us with your company

to see a pretty little hut, close by ?"

"
Sire," said Gabriela, saluting him modestly,

" we are just come from the very spot. But,"

she added, perceiving a frown overspreading his

royal forehead,
"

if your majesty commands

my attendance, I am ready to obey."

" If you have seen the hut, we will go and

see the hermitage, which, perhaps, you have not

seen,
1'

he said, walking forward with her arm

in his, so fast, that she could hardly keep pace

with him. Sandoval now fell on the rear with

the king's retinue ; but kept his anxious eyes

on Ferdinand, determined to watch every motion,
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and be a sort of check upon his actions. After

a short walk through a winding path, diversified

by various kinds of shrubs and trees, the party

came in front of a little hermitage, before which

stood a stony cross, and a large walnut tree,

whose wide branches extended over and shaded

it with its broad leaves. Its walls outside were

overrun with ivy, myrtle, and jessamine, and

at the door of it lay a perfect imitation of a

large dog, as if keeping watch over the sanctuary,

in which his master was seen kneeling before a

cross, with a large book in his hand, in his

hermit's dress, bald head, and long greyish beard

reaching to his middle. An iron lamp burned

in the middle of the hermitage, and scattered

its feeble glimmerings round the bare and

gloomy walls. A truckle bed lay in a corner

of it, and a wooden stall was placed before- a

small deal table, on which a jug of water, a few

roots, and a piece of brown bread were displayed.

Every little detail had been faithfully copied,

and contributed to give an air of reality to the

deception.
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Soon after quitting this place, a large bell

summoned the party to the sumptuous feast,

which had been prepared for them in the palace,

whither every guest repaired seemingly in good

condition to do honour to it, by the acquired

appetite of the morning exercises. The table

groaned under the weight of rich and substantial

dishes ; every costly, delicate, and rare article

was there collected ; the most exquisite and

generous wines circulated among the guests ;

fruits from all parts of Spain, and from the

most distant countries, perfumed the hall with

their delicious odours ; in a word, luxury vied

with profusion, and the latter with the most

refined taste. A table had been set a little

apart for the royal family ; but it was not occu-

pied by them, every member of it having taken

his seat unceremoniously among the other guests

"Observe the king, madam," said Sandoval,

who had taken his seat beside Dona Angela, and

his brother :
"

is there not some foundation for

what I hinted to you this morning ?
""

Ferdinand was indeed sitting near, and
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shewing the most marked attentions to Gabriela,

who was separated from her party by the

Duke de Alagon, the confident of the king's

amours, and the most accomplished courtier

of that epoch.
" And what of that, Seuor

Marques," said Dona Angela :
" is my daughter

unworthy of the attentions of his majesty ?"

"
Very far from it, madam," replied he,

" but when those attentions are lavished chiefly

upon her, and before such a distinguished com-

pany as this, you will allow there is room for

apprehension.''
1

"
I entirely differ from you in that," returned

Dofia Angela :

" the open manners of his

majesty show clearly that his intentions are as

pure as his actions. Pie is incapable of decep-

tion, or he would not act in a manner that sets

at defiance all suspicion. It is only the ill

intentioned man who acts guardedly before

others.''

u But a king, madam, often makes an ex-

ception to the rule, or at least believes him-

self privileged to lay aside the forms of coin-
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mon men. You know he is one of the Lord's

anointed, and we are creatures as much beneath

him, as sheep are beneath their shepherd,"

said Sandoval with a tincture of sarcasm : but

which DoSa Angela, however, did not notice,

because that being one of the tenets of her

political creed, she took it for granted that

every body there must hold the same doctrine.

But, she answered, that even that same supe-

riority was the best guarantee that his majesty

should act more nobly than we, miserable sub-

jects ; and Sandoval, who foresaw more dan-

ger than benefit in keeping up the argument,

abandoned it in despair.

After dinner, liqueurs and coffee were served,

and the company adjourned ; those who were

inclined to risk a few thousands upon a card,

upstairs, where various tables were prepared

for their use ; those who preferred taking their

accustomed siesta, to the chambers that had

been allotted to them ;
and others went out to

stroll about the grounds, or take their repose

beneath the shade of the grottos or thick
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planted woods of the Alameda. DoHa Angela

requested Gabriela to follow her into a secluded

room of the palace, to say their rosario, to

which place the devout Fermin was easily

admitted.

Not so the unlucky Marques de Rivas,

who remained alone with his own reflections,

which on this occasion were far from being

agreeable. He saw that the obstinacy, pre-

judice, or wilfulness of Dofia Angela, (for he

could not tell which of them was the cause of

her blindness) defeated the principal object of

his visit, which, as we have already observed,

was the preservation of Gabriela's innocence,

and the discomfiture of the monk's machination?.

He grieved at this disappointment the more,

as his own observations had enabled him to

discover that the danger was real. How to

prevent the evil designs set on foot against

Gabriela from being carried into execution,

if the mother persisted in not believing them,

he did not know. The only hope lie could

reasonably entertain was in Gabriela's firmness
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and virtue; that was indeed his tower of

strength, but villany, power, and deceit might

undermine and lay it waste. These melancholy

reflections, however, were a little soothed by

the idea, that his own credit with her, if not

quite re-established, was in a fair way of re-

covery. He saw he had shaken the injurious

impression Gabriela had been made to entertain

of him, and doubted not he should soon be able

to prove, in an incontrovertible manner, that

the letter alluded to was an infamous imposition,

which once done, he had nothing more to fear

on that score.

Some hours had now elapsed, and the com-

pany again assembled to a magnificent refresco

of ices, sweet-meats, cakes, and chocolate,

which, as usual, lasted a considerable time.

Towards evening the saloons were brilliantly

illuminated, as well as the exterior of the house,

and the surrounding gardens. A magnificent

display of fireworks then took place, in which

numerous allegorical devices in honour of the

royal visitors shone in lights of various hues.
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Vocal and instrumental music was heard in the

intervals, and when the whole of the fire-works

were over, the music in the saloon invited the

guests to exhibit their graceful persons in

waltzes, quadrilles, and Spanish dances.

It was during one of these, that the watchful

Sandoval observed Ferdinand speak aside with

Artimana, and at the same time cast his eyes on

Gabriela in a manner that intimated she was

the subject of their discourse. Determined to

discover their object, he kept his eyes on both,

and seeing Artimafia proceeding to the place

occupied by Gabriela, and approach her with

his usual grin, intended for a smile, he followed

him near enough to hear what he had to say.

" You have been fleeting like an angel, not

dancing like a human being," said Artimana to

her,
" are you not tired ?"

" No, Sir," she replied, drily enough.
"
Perhaps you would like to see the illumina-

tions in the garden. They are really splendid,

and the night is so fine and serene, that you

will enjoy the walk."
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Gabriela declined the pleasure ; but her mo-

ther prevailed upon her to accompany Don

Aniceto, and she went down with him, followed

by Sandoval, who, anxious to communicate to

her what he had observed, endeavoured to fix

her attention, unperceived by Artimana. The

throng of people descending and mounting the

stairs, however, prevented her from noticing

his signs, and he determined to join her in the

garden, and accompany her in the walk ; but

they had no sooner reached it than she was

accosted by the king, who volunteered himself

to show her the beauties of the illumination.

Gabriela endeavoured to prevent this, by feign-

ing chillness, and expressing a wish to return

to the ball room
;
but Artimana had now given

up her arm to his majesty, who pver-ruled her

disinclination to walk by not listening to her

wish, and hastening forward. The trees in the

garden being splendidly illuminated by lamps

of variegated colours, their light shed a splen-

dour in the alleys, through which Ferdinand

led the reluctant Gabriela, and Sandoval, who
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followed at a distance, could see all their

motions. Soon, however, they entered a path

so thickly studded with tall shrubs, winding,

and dark, that it was only by the tread of their

feet that he was enabled to follow them. A

glare of light, however, was discernible through

the shrubs at the end of this path, and thither

they seemed to direct their steps. Sandoval

now observed Artimafia advance towards a

pavilion, from which the stream of light issued,

as if to reconnoitre, and then came -back again,

bowed, and stood behind Ferdinand, who for a

minute or two seemed to be earnestly engaged

in prevailing on Gabrfela to enter the pavilion.

At length taking her hand and drawing her

forcibly towards it, they entered, while Artimafia

retreated a little, and stood centinel in the

alley.

Sandoval 's agitation was extreme. He re-

mained rivetted to the spot, uncertain how to act

in this emergency. At last he thought the best

course he could adopt, was to hasten back to the

ball room, inform Dona Angela of what he had
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witnessed, and convince her of the justice of his

fears, by bringing her to the pavilion. No

sooner was this thought formed, than he flew

back towards the palace ; but before he quitted

the dark path, he was startled by a shrill scream,

proceeding from the place where Gabriela was.

He stood still, shaking violently. Another scream

was heard, and he was on the point of rushing

back to the pavilion, when he perceived some

ladies coming towards the path with hasty steps.

Wild with despair, he ran to meet them, and

with broken and incoherent language, requested

them to hasten with him to the assistance of a

lady. He then took two of them by the hand,

the spot, from which a third scream issued. Ar-

timaua, who heard their footsteps approach, placed

himself in the middle of the path, as if to dispute

their passage ; but Sandoval darted upon him

and grappled him by the throat, at the same time

pointing out to the ladies the illumined grotto.

Artimafia, however, defended himself vigorously,

and managed, during the scuffle, to knock down
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Sandoval's liat, and tear off his wig from his

head ; but this was the whole extent of his ex-

ploits; for immediately our hero pushed him

from him, with such force as to lay him stretched

on his back, perfectly stunned by the blow.

He then rushed to the pavilion, which the

ladies had just entered, and to his no small sur-

prise recognised in those he had conducted there,

the Infanta Dona Maria Francisca, and three

of her attendants Gabriela was at the Infan-

ta^s feet, her arms encircled round her knees, and

hailing her as a deliverer. Her countenance

though pale with alarm, was lighted up with a

pleasing expression of gratitude, and in her

brilliant eyes beamed a lively joy. There was a

slight confusion about her falling tresses, and

her neck was tinged with crimson ; but no other

alarming symptoms of disorder were perceivable.

Even the rose she had on her bosom, still kept

its place unharmed, as well as the lace necker-

chief she had thrown over her shoulders, on

feeling; the cold nii>-ht air. It was evident fromo o

the undisturbed appearance of her dress, that her
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apprehensions, rather than any actual violence,

had prompted her to give an early alarm. Still

the Infanta, who had her own reasons for being

offended at the king's conduct, and whose jea-

lous temper, and strong passions, rendered her

incapable of mastering the impetuosity of her

wrath, loaded him with reproaches, and threa-

tened to expose his conduct to the duchess and

her guests, while Ferdinand stood abashed, and

confused, with his back turned to her.

Meantime Artimafia, who had now recovered

from the stunning fall, entered the pavilion, his

heart swelled with spite, and a desire of ven-

geance, and casting his eyes on Sandoval recog-

nizedhim at a first glance. Hesprungupon him,

like a wild cat, vociferating shrilly "A traitor!

a traitor ! help, my sovereign, help !"

Gabriela turned her head, and also recognised

Sandoval. She gave a piercing cry, and fell in

a fainting fit into the arms of the Infanta.

Sandoval easily disengaged himself from Arti-

inana's grasp, and made a step towards his

mistress ; but the danger of his situation flashing
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through his brain, he turned round, and fled

with the utmost precipitation, pursued by his

enemy, who continued his cries of " help," and,
"
stop the traitor." Amidst the labyrinths of

alleys, it was easy for Sandoval to evade the im-

mediate pursuit of Artimana ; but having lost his

wig, he could not hope to escape detection from

several of the guests, who knew him
personally.

Instead of re-entering the palace, therefore, he

hastened to one of the gates of the Alameda ;

which, on giving his assumed name, opened to

allow his leaving it, and, in his court dress, silk

stockings, and thin shoes, bent his course towards

Madrid, with as speedy steps, as the urgency of

the occasion demanded.
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CHAPTER VIII.

To whom ? tothee? What art thou? Have not I

An arm as big as thine ? a heart as big ?

Thy words, I grant, are bigger ;
for I wear not

My dagger in my mouth.

Gymlteline.

IT was SandovaPs good fortune to reach

his friend's at Madrid without meeting with

any obstacle ; but it was not without some

alarm that he looked forward to the conse-

quences of his late adventure. Aware that

Artimana would not leave one stone unturned

throughout Madrid, until he found him out, 3ic

thought that the safest plan would be to quit it

as soon as possible. This resolution once formed,

he hastened to impart it to Anselmo, who advised
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him to lose not an instant in departing, and

gave him the papers of which he was to be the

bearer.

One step, previous to his leaving the capital,

our hero would fain have taken ; namely, to

procure an interview with Gabriela, in order to

have the mystery of theletterexplained,and ascer-

tain more distinctly her sentiments towards him

and his brother, as well as DonaAngela's designs,

and, lastly, to learn some further particulars of the

transactions of the previous night, and suggest

a plan to avoid the dangers that seemed to

threaten Gabriela; but the imminent peril he ran

by delaying his departure a single hour, obliged

him to postpone to a more favourable opportunity

these desirable objects. He now, therefore,

mounted his steed, and, accompanied by his

trusty squire, left Madrid with a passport under

a feigned name, without the least opposition.

The road from Madrid to Cadiz has been so

frequently described, that we must pass it over

in silence, particularly as nothing very extraor-

dinary happened to our travellers, save a few

MJL. III. L
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narrow escapes from the numerous bands of

robbers who at that time infested them, and who

were the terror of the country. These men,

however, were more intent on plundering the

public treasure, and the supplies sent from

Madrid to Cadiz, than the individual travellers

who went backwards and forwards. Their

boldness, in this respect was so great that they

seldom hesitated about attacking larger parties

than their own, and, when pursued, they gene-

rally succeeded in makingtheir escape, being aided

by most of the mountaineers in eluding their ene-

mies. Besides, they were so regularly organized,

and had such an excellent system of espionage,

that not a man passed of whom they had not pre-

vious information. The most notorious of these

robbers were those who lurked about Ecija,

and who were called Losminos de Ecija,* either

because they belonged to the place, or infested

its neighbourhood, which was exceedingly well

suited for being the scene of such depredations.

* The Children of Ecija.
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These dangers, however, did not prevent our

two travellers from admiring the beauty of the

country through which they passed. Even

Roque, whose partiality for the charms of his

native place rendered him almost blind to those

of any other province, could not help acknow-

ledging, that Andaluzia was as fine a country as

Castile, and the borders of the Guadalquivir

superior even to those of the Ebro. It was,

indeed, impossible for him to gaze on those rich

and spacious plains, embosomed amidst lofty

mountains, and covered with plantations of olive

trees, groves of orange and citron, the flowers of

which every where perfumed the air, luxuriant

vineyards, feilile corn fields, and extensive

meadows, watered by innumerable streams,

without feeling the highest sentiment of delight.

The mountains themselves, though craggy, and

in some places bereft of vegetation, presented in

most parts, forests of fruit trees, vineyards and

picturesque gardens. On their summits a pure

and embalmed air enlivened the spirits, charmed

the senses, and invigorated the faculties, while-
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the transparent and serene sky above shed a

lustre over these enchanting scenes.

Arrived at the place of their destination, San-

doval proceeded to the quarters of the General in

Chief, Count of Abisbal, to deliver the messages

with which he was entrusted, and which had re-

ference to the manner in which the first cry of

liberty, to be raised by the expeditionary army,

was to be answered by the patriots of the interior.

Though it was generally believed that Abisbal

was sincere in his professions of patriotism, and

our hero had heard the good reception he gave

his masonic friends on all occasions, as well as the

trouble he took in inspiring them with confi-

dence, he could not, as he recalled to memory

the former conduct of the General, help feeling

somewhat reserved when he appeared before him.

The reception he met with from him, how-

ever, was calculated to remove some of the sus-

picions he harboured of his sincerity. No

sooner Abisbal learned his name, and his busi-

ness, than throwing away the stiff' demeanour

he had assumed first on seeing him, he welcomed
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him to his quarters, and congratulated him on

his timely arrival at Cadiz " The wished-for

moment of our emancipation is close at hand,"

he added ;
" I have reasons for believing that

the contemptible ruling tyrant entertains sus-

picions of our plot, and that I am at the head

of it He but lately wished to deprive me of

the command, and not having courage to do it

openly, has written to me repeatedly, to repair to

Madrid, in order to receive verbally from him his

final orders for the sailing of the expedition; but

as I know the perfidious wretch too well, and

that this is but a specious pretext for tearing me

from my brave companions in arms, I have re-

fused to go; and now he contents himself with

writing to me confidential letters, in which he

alternately uses the most fulsome flattery, and

degrading entreaties for hastening the expedi-

tion, and discovering the plot, which, he says,

is already traced out, and is to burst at the

moment of embarkation. Of course, I have

given him every security that nothing shall occur.

Whether he believes me or not, I care not a
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straw. I have the power, he fears me, and he

must submit. Meantime, however, prudence

requires, that I should make him believe, as well

as his ministers and courtiers, that I am his

best friend and supporter. It is painful for

me," added he, observing that Sandoval remained

silent, and probably guessing the motive of it,

" to be compelled to act in a manner which may

bring on me the imputation of duplicity ; but

the truth is, that the peculiar situation in which

I am placed renders it, as far as I am concerned,

a matter of necessity. Besides, I was once de-

ceived, and believed most sincerely that the

king would have kept his promise to the nation,

hence I declared for him, and I was recom-

pensed as I ought, for reposing confidence in

a tyrant. Now, however, I am determined to

keep no measures with one who keeps none with

the world
; nay, I'll even be as our proverb

says, a picaro, p'tcaro y media.''
1*

In justice to our hero, we must say, that he

* With a rogue, be a rogue and a half.
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was far from entertaining the same notions of

morality as the General. An upright man, he

thought, ought not to resort to treachery and

deceit, to accomplish designs fraught with good

to others and to his country; and moreover,

that it was every man's duty to be consistent

throughout in his words and actions, even if by

acting up to the oaths he had taken before God

and the world, he were subjected to misery and

persecution. Such his own conduct had been,

and he could not think well of a man, who be-

came a patriot from feelings of resentment, or

paltry views of personal interest. It was, indeed,

degrading patriotism, and making of it
" the last

refuge of a scoundrel," as a certain periwigged

doctor most wisely defines the word. However,

when he considered that the Count, having im-

bibed his notions of morality at a corrupt court,

could not be expected to act from the same pure

motives that swayed him and his fellow patriots,

he made no remark that might wound his pride ;

but as he thought there was a certain exagger-

ation in his language, inconsistent with sincere-
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patriotism, he resolved to weigh every one of

his words, and watch all his actions.

After various conversations, relating to their

actual plans, and state of the expedition, San-

doval rose to withdraw; but Abisbal insisted

he should remain to dine with him and several

friends of his, who were in the secrets of their

design. This being agreed to, our hero had soon

after, the pleasure of closing in his arms his

friend Don Raphael del Riego, who happened

to be one of the guests, and who belonged to

the expeditionary army. He was also intro-

duced to Colonel Don Antonio Quiroga, an

enthusiastic and devoted friend of his country ;

to Don Felipe Arco Aguero and Don Antonio

Roten, both colonels and patriots ; to Com-

mandants Miranda and the two San Miguels,

no less ardent supporters of their country's

rights ; and to various others, whose activity

and patriotism entitle them to be numbered

among the deliverers of their country.

During dinner, Sandoval had an opportunity

of observing the conduct of the General-in-chief,
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which was apparently calculated to inspire hope

and confidence. He spoke eloquently (for he

had the gift of speech) of the justice of their

pretensions, drew a forcible picture of the evils

of his suffering countrymen, exhibited in the

most striking colours the detestable conduct of

the ruling faction, laughed to scorn the weakness,

perfidy and malignity of the tyrant, exclaiming

in some of his transports
" The vile minikin,

Ferdinand, is seated on a throne of mud ; a

kick from me shall bury him underneath it."

"
Who," said he, at another time,

"
is there who

will even so much as dare to look me in the face

in my way to Madrid ? Will the Camarilla do

it ? Will they or their friends stop the pro-

gress of our arms ? Contemptible wretches !

I'll make a hash of ye all !" Besides these in-

dignant bursts, he read to them Ferdinand's

letters, commented on them with keen satire,

and passed his knife across those lines contain-

ing servile flattery.
"
There, there,

1 '

said In-,

" there is the value I place on thy fulsome, insi-

pid, flat deceit, designing wretch ! and lef nu-
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once have thee, by heavens ! I'll do the same

with thyself !" The toasts he gave on this

occasion were not so loyal as might have been

expected from one of the kings favourites

"
Washington,"

"
Liberty to our enslaved

countrymen,"
" The ruin and fall of despotism

throughout the world," and various others equally

loyal. He then sung the most patriotic songs

belonging to the time of the Constitution, and

insisted on all present doing the same.

Though it does not follow, that a man who

says and does these things may be sincere,

thought Sandoval, he, at any rate, commits

himself too far to be able to retrograde after-

wards without danger. Indeed, he considered

him as a desperado, who. having flung away

the scabbard, must fight till he conquers or

sinks. In this opinion he found most of the

patriots present coincided. Some, indeed, thought

him perfectly sincere, not so much in point of

principle,
for it was doubtful whether he ever

had any, but because the proud titles of Libe-

rator of his country, and destroyer of despotism,
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flattered his immoderate vanity even more than

being the king's bosom friend. It was evident,

however, that the idea of his being the chief and

soul of the undertaking induced a great many

of the officers, who wavered between the wish

of serving their country, and the fear of suffer-

ing for it, to become members of the conspiracy,

while it inspired those who were resolved, with

the hope of seeing a more fortunate issue to this

than to their former attempts.

On our hero's parting from his friends, he

went to the inn where he had alighted, and

where he heard a great uproar in one of the

rooms adjoining the kitchen. " You are all a

set of braggadocios,'
1

he heard Koque exclaim,

in a voice of thunder, which drowned several

others,
"
you make of a cucumber a wonder,

and in your country every man is a God, and

God Almighty a beggar, if lie do not call

himself an Andalu/ian. Zounds! Fil leach

you that a Castilian docs what an Andaluzian

toys, and break every bone in your carcasses/

'

Dip into the scandalous fellow six i;<ches of
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cold steel," said one, with a voice that rattled

through his throat like an iron chain dragged

along a stone vaulted passage,
" six inches, only

six inches.
1'

"
No, no one shall hurt the poor ignorant

fellow," said another, in a protecting tone :
"

I'll

convince him that Castile is the land of beggars,

and that God Almighty was born in Andaluzia.

Hark ! young man, were you ever in the king-

dom of Granada, and did you ever see the two

beautiful large caves, near Antequera, known

by the names of Cueva de menga^ and Cueva

de carcoma ? and particularly that which is in

the mountains of Bujo, at the Cape of Gates,

ana which opens into the sea by a wide and

lofty aperture, which you may enter in a boat ?

If you have not, go there, man, and cram

your pockets with precious stones, for you may

gather them there by fancgas,* and don't be

afraid of being hung for it, though a little hang-

ing would'nt do }ou much harm, for no one will

* A measure containing about an hundred weight.
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mind whether you'll carry them by ship loads

or not, as there are plenty of other mines ; for

instance, several of emeralds near Moron, in the

Sierra de Leyta, as well as in other parts of

Andaluzia ; others of amethysts, in the Monte

de las Guardas ; between Montril and Almeria

you'll find another of garnets ; sapphires and

agates, you may have loads of, in a number of

places, at the Cape of Gates ; white cornelians,

on a rock near the country of Nesse, and a thou-

sand others, which I need not mention, but

which I have seen with these very eyes. There-

fore go, and take as many as you please ; and if

you are afraid. I'll even go with you to protect

you."

By this time, Sandoval had reached the door,

and was amused at seeing Iloque surrounded

by a set of fellows of the lower class, dressed in

their peculiar costume, with a chupa, or tight

jacket, covered with fringes and buttons, slashed

breeches, also adorned with hanging buttons,

and leather gaiters, a little montera clapped on

one side of the head over the ear, and a light
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cloak, gracefully thrown over one shoulder.

Their attitude was perfectly bullying: they had

the right leg stretched out, the left a little bent,

their left hand in their girdle, with the elbow

turned out, and the right swinging backwards

and forwards. As they were all armed with

segars, they now and then involved poor Roque

in smoke, and accompanied each puff with a

sidelong glance, and a stream of saliva, which

they squirted between their teeth, and fell about

his feet. Their features were regular, and even

hnndsome ; but their complexions were dark as

well as their eyes ; they had large thick whisker,-:,

extending from the cheek bone down to the

corner of their mouths ; but the expression of

their countenances Avas high and menacing.

This, however, Roque did not seem much to

mind
;
on the contrary, he stood in the middle

of them with his arms folded across his breast.

measuring whoever spoke from head to foot,

with a look of contempt, and now and then

laughing scornfully.
' If there are .so manv

precious stones . . . ."
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"
Silence, you hog, silence,

1 '

said the one who

had been speaking, and who was a less formid-

able looking fellow, and much older than his

companions.
"

>ilencc, you hog, silence," repeated the

rest.

"
III not be silent, by Saint Domingo de la

Calzada !.,.."

" What ! some beggarly Saint of your country,

I suppose?" interrupted the first speaker. "But

if you interrupt me again, TTl even give you up

to these gentlemen, to teach you manners/'

"
Ay, six inches of cold steel will teach the

scandalous fellow how to behave himself," said

one of the group, with a deep full tone of voice.

' Now answer me." returned the elder] y man,
" did you ever sec anv where such mountains

as those of Andaluzia ? Look at Sierra Nevada,

eternally covered with snow, the most beautiful

mourtam ever man beheld. It is uo called,

because of the snow that remains on its top

even in summer, man, and the mariners can Me

it verv far out at sea; and a glorious skcht it is.
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and a glad one, too, for the poor fellows who

are coming to Cadiz the land of promise and,

if you are a glutton, and one Sierra does not

satisfy you, look at Sierra Vermeja, a red moun-

tain, or at Sierra Blanquilla, a white mountain,

or at Sierra Morena, a brown mountain. So

you see we have mountains of all colours, and

where will you find such ? where, eh ?"

"
Why, the Pyrenees are no moun ....""

was Roque going to answer.

" Be civil, fellow, and do not interrupt me

so frequently as you do," said the interrogator.

" But what, do you mean to compare to our

mountains the Pyrenees ? a few mole hills,

which I could clear at a single leap, and of

which nobody has ever heard, except, indeed,

when in the last war, a few of our Andaluzian

troops, with Abisbal at their head, took them by

a single assault. But, answer me, if you can ;

did you never hear of a town called Zehra,

built at the foot of the mountains, half a league

from Cordova, by a Moorish king, for a favourite

slave of that name ? I have been myself on the
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spot where it stood, though, to be sure, there is

now nothing to be seen ; but it was a most

wonderful city for all that. Limpid streams

from our own mountains, meandered through

the streets to render it cool, spouting fovmtains

embellished the squares ; the houses of an airy

and beautiful architecture, were all regularly

built, and had flat roofs, as those of Cadiz, on

which were gardens and orange groves; there

were twelve thousand columns of marble, all

taken from our marble quarries ; in the principal

apartments, the walls were covered with orna-

ments of gold, also taken from our mines, and

several animals of the same metal poured water

into an alabaster bason. The pavilion, where the

beautiful Zehra spent the evenings with the

king, was lined with gold and steel, studded

with jewels, also from our mines, and lighted

by a hundred crystal lamps filled with fragrant

oils, from the flowers and plants of our rich

country. The whole cost above four hundred

millions of reals. What do you say to that?

Is there in the universe, then, such a country as
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ours for ^wealth and splendor, fine cities and

wonderful palaces ? Speak, man."

"
Why, the truth is, that the whole of it is a

lie ; for I have heard that story before, and I

was told so," replied Roque,
" and I think

" Must you keep on talking for ever ? and

do you tell me, that it is a lie ? By our Lady
of La Fuensanta !" exclaimed the speaker,

"
I'll

give you over to these gentlemen. They'll

teach you manners."

"
Hark, you scandalous hog !" said one of

the group,
" will you dare to tell me that there

is anything in Castile for which I would give

a pinch of snuff?"

" Will you tind there," returned again the

first speaker, who was the naturalist of the party,

" such fine quarries of beautiful jaspers as are to

be found in the kingdoms of Granada and

Seville ? There you'll see jaspers of all colours
;

but the finest are the white jaspers veined with a

beautiful red, and a blood red jasper streaked

with white, very hard and handsome, of which,

all the world knows, the columns of the ta-
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bernacle which adorn the principal altar of the

Escurial arc made. As for alabasters, why, man,

only go to the kingdom of Granada, and you'll

see of all sorts the most beautiful and magnifi-

cent ; there are some as white, brilliant and

transparent, as the most beautiful white oriental

cornelians, and others streaked with various

colours ; there is also a magnificent one of the

colour of purified wax. And if we come to

marbles, why, I'll defy the whole world to show

such as are to be found all over Andaluzia.

There are mountains formed of a single enormous

block, such as that of Filabrc, near Macael,

which is a league wide, and more than two

hundred feet high, of pure white marble, and

unmixed with any other sort of stone or earth.

Near Antequera is another mountain, of one

immense mass of flesh coloured marble. There

are two other hills in that neighbourhood of

beautiful black, yellow, white, red, blue, and

grey marbles. The mountain of Gador is a

rock of marble of prodigious height and extent,

and there is a hill in Sierra Nevada that hides
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itself in the heavens, entirely composed of veined

marble. I ought to know these things well ; for

I have worked in most of the quarries many

years. So, my friend, talk no more of moun-

tains or their productions ; for there are none to

be found in the universe equal to ours; and if

you are thick-headed enough not to believe me,

go to Cordova, and look at the Cathedral, and

you'll see hundreds of marble columns, orna-

ments of jasper of rare beauty, basons of beauti-

ful alabaster, vases of gold and silver, set with

precious stones of all kinds, arches of fragrant

and exquisite woods, in a word everything the

world can yield in these or any other productions,

all exquisitely wrought, and all from our own

country, not begged. The same you'll find in

the Alhambra, in the cathedral of Seville, in the

palaces of Granada, in a word, all over Anda-

Juzia."

The volubility with which the speaker poured

forth his words prevented Roque from thrusting

in a single syllable in reply to some parts of his

discourse, which seemed to require it; but no
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sooner the former stopped than he sent him, his

marbles, mountains, quarries, and precious

stones to the devil, declaring he would perish

sooner than yield the palm to Andaluzia. " But

you shall agree to this, however,"
1

said one of the

company,
" or FI1 send you back to Castile with

a kick, that Andaluzia is sufficiently rich in

wine to drown the whole world ; for it is covered

with vineyards from one end to the other, and in

the neighbourhood of Malaga, they gather

grapes thrice in the year ; first in the month of

June, which yield a wine as thick and sweet as

honey. The dry raisins you eat in your beggar-

lv country arc from these early grapes. The

second gathering is at the beginning of Septem-

ber, and the wine of those grapes is clearer,

stronger, dryer, and better than the first ; and

the third gathering yields the real Malaga wine,

and is made three weeks after the second. What

do you say to that ? Is it not really wonder-

ful."

"
Very wonderful, to gather grapes at three

different periods of their ripening ! But it would



SANDOVAL ; OR,

be more so if they grew thrice a year on the

same tree,'
1 said Roque smiling contemptuously.

"
I'll tell you what," returned the other,

" Andaluzia is the cellar of Spain, for all you

may say, and I ought to know these things well,

for I have been a vendtmiador.*'*

" And know, moreover, that Andaluzia is the

granary of Spain, and produces thrice as much

corn as is wanted in the whole kingdom ; and if

you don't believe it, I'll squeeze your neck be-

tween my finger and thumb !"

" And hark P exclaimed a third,
" the best

olive oil you get in your wretched Castile, and

the best pickled olives, and the best oranges,

lemons, pomegranates, and fruits of every kind,

and the best sugar canes, and the finest silk and

cotton, and the whole snuff you take, conies

from our country, and I will snuff out your

life as I would a candle, if you deny it."

Notwithstanding this threat, Roque was on

the point of giving a plump denial to all, when

he was interrupted by a fourth, who challenged

* A grape gatherer.



THE FREEMASON. 239

him, to show him in all Castile such fine horses

as are seen in the beautiful meadows of Anda-

luzia,
" real Arabian blood, man, Arabian

blood."

"
Ay," said another,

" and show me in the

sea of Castile, the two kind of purple fish that

are found in ours ; one a sort of small oyster,

and the other a longish thing without a shell

that swims at the surface of the water, and is

from four to five inches long, and one broad,

the body of which is divided by little rings, and

contains the liquid that gives the purple, so

much sought after, and which I have thousands

of times gathered upon the beach. Show me

that, poor ignorant booby, and thanks to your

being a booby, that I don't make you a Cardinal

all over !"

" And now, bv my father's ?/?o/7o*,"' pa ' (^

another stepping forward, and assuming a fierce

look ju>t as Koque was going to reply to his

comrade,
"

I'll just blow out your brains, if you

* A
larjie knot of hair tiod on the rrcnvn of the head,

generally worn by the^e men.
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deny that our women are the finest in the whole

world See that free air of theirs," he added, sof-

tening his voice, as he went to the window, and

pointed to some of them who were passing at

the moment,
" those graceful motions, that

slender shape, neatness of feet, arch and pleasing

smile, lively eyes, expressive looks, gestures full

of grace and softness, lovely countenances, melo-

dious voices, and elegant dresses. Sweet syrens !

little witches ! best jewels of my heart ! Heigh-

ho; you make rne sigh, juice of my life!

Hark ! Mateita, my best treasure ! I'll be with

thce in the twinkling of an eye, my charmer !

Wait an instant for me, my love !"

Saying this he turned to Roque, and gather-

ing under his left arm the forepart of his cloak,

said,
"

I'll blow out your brains at another

time at present Dios os gtiarde."*

"
Remember, that we will hear no more of

your Castilian nonsense, and that six inches of

cold steel settles a man in this part of the

* God be with ye.
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world," said another nodding, as he took leave

of lloque. The rest also followed, and re-

peated the " six inches of cold steel,'' as

a convincing argument in that part of the

world.

"
Ay, go, go, boasting braggadocios," lloque

shouted after them,
" I mind as much your

threats as the swallowing of an olive."

When these men had retired, Sandoval, who

had been amusing himself with observing the

various ludicrous expressions of countenance

assumed by lloque during the above dialogue,

entered the room. "
Well, lloque, it seems you

have had a lively, interesting conversation

with the men who are just gone/' said he.

" I have," replied his servant :
" the rascally

coxcombs would not let me speak, and have

had it all to themselves. I was almost sick of

hearing them talk about the valuable, splendid,

and magnificent things of their country. Boas-

ters, who, notwithstanding the fertility of their

soil, are little better than .starving ! Jjullics,

VOL. III. AI
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who fawn when they fail to inspire terror, and

whose courage, if they have any but that of

lying most confoundedly, evaporates into empty

threats, but who are dangerous when they can

strike without risk. If I had happened to have

by me my sabre, or even a club, by the three

Magdalenes ! I would have cudgelled their

brains out."

" You give the Andaluzians a fine character,

friend," said his master; "but in justice to

them, I must say that bating the pompous

manner of their style, all they told you is true.

They have, to be sure, a natural propensity

to boasting-, and their conversation is full of it,

as well as the turn of their phrases, their air,

manners, gestures, and costume, but that seems

to be as much the production of their climate

as the luxuriance which surrounds them, and

which, doubtless, excites their fervid imagina-

tions to magnify whatever they see, particularly

if their minds are allowed to run wild for want

of cultivation.
1"
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" I wish I had the cultivating of them,"

said Roque,
" I would furrow their brains deep

enough, I promise you."
"
However," said his master,

" we must

avoid hurting their pride, for it may lead to

the ' six inches of cold steel,' and the best

way to do this, is to remove our quarters to a

private house of a friend of mine, where we shall

also be better able to guard against any attempt

that may hereafter be made against my personal

liberty."

This being resolved upon, it wras imme-

diately executed, and Sandoval took possession

of the handsome apartment assigned to him by

his friend.

Facing this house, \\asa magnificent mansion,

where, as he understood, lived one of the first

rate beauties of Cadiz, who had the reputation

of being la qucrida* of Count del Abisbal.

This lady, whose personal charms attracted

* The beloved mistress.

M 2
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general admiration, had, like most of her

country-women,
" a soul of fire,'' and a heart

susceptible of the most sudden, and deep

impressions. Like most beauties, too, her pre-

possessions were often in favour of those in

whom she remarked most indifference, while

she treated her warmest admirers with marked

coldness and neglect. As it is the fashion in

Spain to spend part of the summer evenings on

the balconies and terraces of the houses, the

better to enjoy the freshness of that hour, she

observed Sandoval, more than once, sitting

alone in the opposite balcony to her's, and now

and then casting a sort of vacant stare towards

it, intimating thereby that he did not even

notice there was in it a single being worth

looking at, when the noise of those who formed

her party, their music, and their songs were

heard to the other extremity of the street.

This she thought very strange; nay, very

provoking, as she was convinced she possessed

some claims to attention, and moreover, he was
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a very handsome young man. Her vanity

thus wounded, she, like Calypso, resolved to

make this rebellious Telemachus feel the power

of her charms, and the better to succeed in her

designs, employed every art she possessed to

allure and seduce him. One evening, a few

days after his residence at his friend's house,

she dismissed her company early, and taking

her guitar, commenced her syren songs with

a voice full of sweetness and melody. The

sentiments, indeed, were the growth of the

country, and hence not a little outrcs, as the

two following stanzas will sufficiently show :

Sin duda que tus ojos

Tienen veneno;

Pues solo con mirarte

Me estoy muriendo.

Mirame mucho
;

Pues ya que morir tengo

Morire a gusto.*

* Doubtless thine eyes have poison in them
;

for by

merely looking once at them, I am dying. Look fixedly

at me
;

for since I must die, let me die with pleasure.
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En tus ojos yo miro

La Grecia armada,

Y en mi corazon triste

Troya abrasada.

Griegas astucias

Vencieron aTroyanos
Y a mi las tuyas.*

But the music, also Andaluzian, was very su-

perior to the words. It possessed that indefinable

charm peculiar to the strains of the province,

a sort of voluptuous, seducing tenderness, heed-

less as to consequences or duration; impetuous

and ardent, yet delicate and embarrassing in its

expression ; lightsome and gay, yet tinged with

sadness and languor; at once encouraging by

its boldness and forbidding by its timidity; in a

word, raising a conflict of the most opposite

sentiments, though they all are captivating to an

intoxicating degree.

la thine eyes I behold Greece up in arms, and in my
sad heart Troy in cinders. Grecian wiles conquered the

Trojans, and thine me.
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The sweetness of her voice, and the exquisite

taste she displayed on her instrument, produced

a momentary impression on our hero, who, always

alive to the delights of music, could not help

bestowing some attention on her charming melo-

dies. This she easily perceived ;
but she had

also the mortification to find that no sooner she

ended her songs, than leaning his head again on

the balcony, he seemed lost in his own reveries.

Indeed, little did lie think at the moment, that

it was he who inspired those sweet warblings,

or that he was the object to whom they were

addressed, his mind being wholly absorbed iu

the two subjects that perpetually engrossed his

thoughts ; namely, his country's liberty, and his

Gabriela. Beyond these they seldom wandered;

but if they had, it would not have been to stain

his affection by listening to another's passion for

him. As it was, he now withdrew from the

balcony, unconscious of having been such a

Greek as to cause so great a conflagration in the

Trojan heart of this fair nightingale, who, on

seeing him retire, sent a sigh after him, and
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having lingered about the balcony half an hour

longer in hopes of catching another glimpse of

him, she left it, to think and dream of this

extraordinary man, who could be so insensible to

her charms.
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CHAPTER IX.

He

Beheld, unmov'd the lustre of her r\ze,

Which others hail'd with real or mimic awe,

Their hope, their doom, their punishment, their law ;

All that gay Beauty from her bondsiuen'claims.:

And much she marvell'd that a youth so raw

Nor felt, nor feign'd at least, the oft told llamcs,

\Vhich, though sometimes tMey frown, yet rarely anger ilames.

BYRON.

As the preparations for the sailing of the

expedition were now carried on vigorously, and

the embarkation of some of the troops was soon

to take place, the masonic chapter of Cadiz saw

the necessity of hastening the moment of t he--

rising, particularly as those whose lot it was to

embark first began to murmur at the delay,

afraid that, meantime, they might be compelled

to sail for the American Continent, to wage an

M 3
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exterminating war with the patriots of that

hemisphere, which was contrary both to their

principles and inclination. Consequently, it

was resolved by those patriotic officers who took

the lead in this affair, and who were most intimate

with Abisbal, to have an interview with him, in

order to fix the day for the rising.

Though the conduct of this General con-

tinued to lead to a favourable view of his sin-

cerity, the masons still entertained suspicions,

which were somewhat confirmed, when on that

interview he refused to fix the day, alleging as

one of the reasons, that the money destined to

pay the troops of the expedition not having

yet arrived, he was prevented from taking

certain measures necessary to secure the success

of their attempt. These symptoms of inde-

cision, in a man by whom the cause had already

been betrayed, could not fail to produce among
the patriots a degree of uneasiness, which by ex-

citing mistrust in some, were sure to lead to

discord and its fatal consequence?.

About this time, General Sarsfield arrived at
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head-quarters, to command the second division of

the army. This man enjoyed among the troops

the reputation of a virtuous patriot and a valiant

soldier. During the five years of misrule which

had now elapsed since the entry of King Ferdi-

nand into Spain, that General lived in a most re-

tired manner, giving proofs only of his patriotism,

and of his contempt for the honours of the court,

where, notwithstanding being repeatedly invited

to go by the people in power, lie constantly re-

fused to set his foot. Moreover his exertions to

save the life of General Lacy, of whom he had

been the intimate friend, and one of the judges

in the council of war by which that General was

tried, gave him claims to the gratitude of the

patriots, and inspired them with hopes that he

would place himself at the head of the revolu-

tion, should Abisbal disregard his promise.

His arrival, therefore, was hailed with joy by
them all

; they saw in it their salvation, and

that of the country ; for if there were a man,

who to the esteem anil respect of his fellow

soldiers joined principle, enlightened ideas, and
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the firmness of character required in similar

circumstances, he was that man.

It was accordingly agreed that they should im-

mediately lay open their plans to him, and ascer-

tain his sentiments as to his willingness to engage

in the attempt. Forthis purpose, four individuals,

among whom was our hero, were commissioned

hy the rest to visit him at Xerez de la Frontera,

where he then happened to be. At first the

reception Sarsfield gave them was cold and re-

served ; he even affected not to understand the

meaning of the sketch of the plan laid before

him
; but, on a second explanation, he seemed

to seize at once its purport, and throwing off his

assumed or real reserve, manifested, even with

tears in his eyes, the pleasure he felt at seeing

there were men, who, notwithstanding the many

repeated disappointments, still endeavoured to

uphold the cause of their country, and the rights

of their fellow citizens. His language through-

out was that of a man convinced of the justice

of their claims, and who was desirous of conse-

crating his services and his life to the re-establish-
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ment of those institutions for which his friend,

General Lacy, (whom he never mentioned with-

out the most affecting expressions) had forfeited

his life. He further declared, that he would

urge Abisbal to hasten the wished-for moment

of their country's deliverance, and should he

h'nd that he wavered in doing it, he would then

place himself at the head of the revolution.

The joy with which such a declaration inspired

the commissioners, raised their hopes still higher.

" Here is a man," said Sandoval to his friends,

on their return to Cadiz,
" who deserves our

deepest gratitude and veneration. How feel-

ingly he spoke of his unfortunate friend Lacy !

How his eyes swam with tears at the evils that

afflict our country ! How lively and sincere

the joy he manifested at our glorious undertak-

ing ! Good heavens ! what a difference between

his expressions and those of Abisbal ! But

they are the result of principle and patriotism,

while those of the latter proceed only from

unbounded ambition, vanity, and personal in-

terest.'"
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The news of these fortunate negociations

spread a lively joy among the other adherents ;

and the aspect things began to assume was

cheering, and promised a most favourable result.

Meantime, Abisbal took some steps which

encreased the suspicions already entertained

against him. He refused tc see some of the

principal agents of the plot, observed a myste-

rious silence respecting some of the communica-

tions he had lately received from Madrid, and

when urged by the patriots to explain his con-

duct, he justified it by merely remarking, that

he was obliged to act so the oetter to veil their

operations from government, with whom he

must keep on good terms till the last moment.

These answers, far from quieting their appre-

hensions, raised them still higher, and excited

a general murmur against him. Some thought

that his intention was to betray them, others

that his real ambition was to be at the head of

the revolution ; but that his project, in the event

of a successful rising, was to grasp at supreme

power, inwhich case (they were imprudent enough
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to hint) it would be necessary to get rid of him

immediately after their first success. Of this they

made not a secret even to General Sarsfield,

who seemed to take the most lively interest in

their conferences, and share their inquietudes ;

but who, owing to his excessive modesty would

not listen to the proposal made by his friends of

placing himself immediately at their head, and

proceeding in their object without consulting

any further the General-in-Chief. On the con-

trary, though he blamed the indecision of Abis-

bal, he was of opinion that some strong motive

urged him to act in that suspicious manner, and

that it would be wiser to treat with him unre-

servedly, for which purpose he offered to be

their mediator. " I am so anxious for the suc-

cess of our undertaking-, said he, with patriotic

fervour,
" that sooner than behold its failure, I

would risk a thousand lives, if I had them.

Hut it is Abisbal, not I, who can ensure its suc-

cess. I will therefore undertake with pleasure

tiiis mediation."

With this object, he went several times to
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visit the General-in-Chief, and on his return

gave the most flattering assurances of that Gene-

ral's good intentions towards their cause.

It may easily be imagined, that our hero was

not idle during this agitating time. His visits

to Abisbal were as frequent as circumstances

required. It was during one of these, that the

General received the news of General Alos, his

mortal enemy, being just raised to the post of

Minister of War. His conduct on that occasion

was that of a frantic man ; he raised both his

arms to heaven, called down its vengeance on

Ferdinand's head, and apostrophised him and

his court in the most horrid terms, adding, that

in the Peninsula there were no troops but those

whom he commanded ; that being in possession

of Cadiz, and supported in his operations by its

garrison, he did not fear the best organised

army in the world, and that he would let Fer-

dinand know how he had offended him. He

then declared he would delay the rising no lon-

ger, and added :

" I will cause the divisions ofO *

the army to encamp at Puerto Santa Maria.
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We shall then have a better opportunity of

giving uniformity to the opinions of both officers

and men, and a day of glory to Spain.'
1

In fact a few days after, he issued orders for

the first division to encamp on the Campo de la

Victoria at Puerto, where they remained during

four or five days, at the end of which he received

an express from Madrid. On the following day

he refused to see any of the patriots, who in con-

sequence held a meeting, in which they resolved

to allow the General tliree da^s to fix the hour

at which the project was to be carried into exe-

cution. To the message containing this ultima-

tum^ Abisbal returned an answer, calculated to

allay the apprehensions that were entertained

of the rectitude of his intentions; but on the

following day he again refused to see any of

them. His conduct was afterwards still more

suspicious, indeed, so much so, that the alarm be-

came general among the troops. This was occa-

sioned by some changes he made in the posts oc-

cupied by the different regiments, sending out of

Cadiz those who were ready to act in favour of
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the intended plan, and keeping in the town

others whose intentions were somewhat doubtful,

though they were by no means considered as

enemies.

It so happened, however, that most of the

troops who were ordered out, took their posi-

tions on the same encampment, by which circum-

stance the officers were enabled to hold con-

ferences together, and concert plans more unani-

mously than it was before in their power to do.

But as this advantage could not last long, some

of the regiments having already received orders

to march to other cantonments, the patriotic

officers assembled on the night of their arrival

at Puerto Santa Maria, to discuss the matter. In

this meeting it was agreed, that, since Abisbal's

conduct did not permit them any longer to place

their confidence in him, they should send an ad-

dress to Sarsfield, signed by the various chiefs of

the regiments there assembled, offering him their

troops and swords, and inviting him to fulfil his

promise of placing himself at their head. This

conference lasted till eleven at night ; but at one
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o'clock in the morning, Sarsfield himself arrived

at Puerto Santa Maria, and having called around

him those chiefs, spoke to them in the following

words :- "
Gentlemen, I have but an hour ago

seen the General-in-Chief, and I have the satis-

faction to inform you, that his intentions are in

every respect agreeable to our most ardent

wishes, and that he is ready to strike the blow ;

but he fears the troops may break discipline, and

commit some excesses. If you promise me to

maintain due subordination in your respective

regiments, I will answer with my head for the

conduct of the General, Count, of Abisbal, and

for the success of the glorious undertaking in

which we are about to engage. But to remove

all suspicion respecting his Excellence, I bring

here an order from him for all your regiments

to continue occupying the same cantonments."

The joy manifested at this news by all the

chiefs was extreme. They promised to preserve

the strictest discipline among their respective

bodies, wait quietly for the orders of both

generals, and take no step without their cog-
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nizance. After this they all separated, and

Sarsfield returned to his squadron at Xerez.

On the following day, our hero, who still con-

tinued at Cadiz, being now attached to Abisbal's

staff, learned the news of Sarsfield' s visit to

Puerto Santa Maria, and also received an order

from the General-in-Chief to repair to his quar-

ters at ten o'clock at night, to consult with him

on the best mode of raising the Lapida of the

Constitution in Cadiz. Everything now an*

nounced to him, that the event which was to

give freedom to his enslaved countrymen was to

take place early on the following day. This,

he thought, was owing principally to the active

steps taken by General Sarsfield, but for whose

vigilance, he feared, Abisbal might have been

inclined to act over again the treacherous part

he once played. His admiration of the former

General led him by degrees to hope for the

complete success of their undertaking, and he

began enjoying by anticipation the pleasure of

such an event. While he was thus agreeably

engaged, the door of his apartment turned upon
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its hinges, and our friend Roque came in with

an air of primness stampt on his countenance,

a half suppressed smile, a knowing look, and

passing one hand over another, like one who has

something important to communicate. Pie stood

awhile to be asked what he had to say, and

create a little anxiety ; but as his master showed

no symptoms of curiosity, he opened the bui-

ness at once, by saying, that some one wished to

speak to him. " Who is it?" inquire.! Sandoval.

"
Ay, there is the query," said lloque.

"
I

have asked as much myself, but could get no

direct answer. Nevertheless, this I discovered

that it is a lady with a pair of eyes peeping

through her veil, which I took for a couple of

basilisks, so devilish killing they are ; and with

a shape as graceful and winding as a serpent's.

Her voice, too, is as sweet and insinuating as that

of a crocodile, and she moves along as lightly

and prettily as a lizard. She is, I assure you,

a rare thing.'
1

" She must indeed be so," said his master,

>;
if she join the qualities of the various monsters
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you have mentioned. But let me judge for

myself, and show her in immediately."

Roque then left the room, and soon after re-

turned and ushered in a young and elegantly

dressed female, wearing the Spanish costume in

its newest fashion a basquina or silk petticoat of

dark blue, fitting close to the body, and, conse-

quently, displaying to advantage its form, which

was round, slender, and delicate. The shortness

of this gown permitted her well shaped ancles to

be seen clothed in silk stockings of net work, as

well as her feet, which being naturally of dimi-

nutive dimensions, appeared still more so by

their being compressed into small shoes of rose

colour. A silk jubon, or tight spencer of sky

blue, over which the black lace veil, that hung

from her head, fell in graceful folds, concealed a

world of charms. Her hair, as seen through the

veil, was of a rich brown, and dressed d la

Grecque, though adorned with a beautiful gold

comb, set with precious stones. On entering the

room, and observing Roque withdraw, she raised

her veil from her face with the fan sheheld inher
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hand, and showed a countenance full of beauty

and intelligence. Pier dark hazel eyes, the

brilliancy of which shed a lustre over a face

then somewhat pale, were large, open, and ex-

pressive ; and her small mouth, with lips of

coral red, being purposely half closed, allowed

her white and well set teeth to be seen.

No sooner had she removed her veil than

Sandoval recognized in his visitor, his opposite

neighbour. He was surprised at this, as he

could not conceive what could urge a person,

who was an utter stranger to him, to come to

his house ; for though he had observed her,

now and then, sitting at her balcony, her eyes

immovably fixed on him, he did not suspect

there could be any meaning in that, parti-

cularly as he had never taken any notice of it,

the important matters in which he was engaged

allowing him but little leisure to think about

gallantry or pleasure. However, he received

her with every mark of respect, offered her a seat,

and begged to know in what he could be of

service to her
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"
Perhaps you think me very bold, Sir, to

come into your house uninvited, and probably

unwished for,'
1

said the fair visitor in a timid

tone, and then waited for an answer.

" Madam,
1 '

replied Sandoval,
" whatever

cause may have urged you to do me this ho-

nour, believe me, I prize too highly your merits

to be otherwise than grateful for this visit."

The lady cast her eyes on the ground, and

played with her fan confusedly.
" You are very

grateful .... I beg pardon kind, I meant to

say But the word grateful struck me as a very

curious expression/'
1

" What other word would vou have me use
J

instead, Madam ?"" inquired Sandoval, some-

what surprised at her remark.

" If your own feelings do not prompt you,

my doing so can be of little importance," she

said with hesitation, and then added " But I

ought to have known that long ago and little

do you deserve the service I am about to render

you, notwithstanding the imminent peril I shall

expose myself to by obliging you."
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'" Madam, you surprise me extremely," said

Sandoval. " I certainly never did anything to

deserve the smallest obligation from you ;

much less a sacrifice which may endanger your

life ; but, if I had, I am not so selfish or ungener-

ous as to expose any one to danger to save

myself. Think better of me, Madam, and

believe, that instead of exacting a sacrifice from

a being so beautiful and kind as yourself: I amO /

ready to make any, to prevent that which you

contemplate."'

" That must not be," she said hastily ;

" for

though you may disdain to receive from me

the smallest obligation, though you may

despise and hate me for my efforts to serve you,

though you be unfeeling enough to bereave me

even of the hope of ever being considered by you

in the light of aught but the most indifferent of

mankind, 1 cannot see with apathy the de-

struction of those plans on which all your hopes

of happiness seem to be built."

" I am unable to account for the great interest

you appear to take in my behalf,'' bid Sandoval,

VOL. in. N
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observing the warmth with which she spoke;

" but you wrong me, if you think I should ever

despise, or hate you, for trying to do me good.

Unconscious of having done anything to deserve

it at your hands, I cannot help feeling surprised ;

but my gratitude
''

" Gratitude again !" interrupted the lady, with

great vivacity and impatience,
" I hate the word,

Sir. The more a man is a fool, the more grate-

ful he is
; and, if I had that opinion of you, I

should not have troubled my head about you ,

nor you with this visit."

"
Why, lady, surely you would not have men

deprived of such an essential quality ?" returned

Sandoval. " A man without it would be little

better than a monster."

" Then, Sir, I love monsters ; for gratitude

is but a cloak to cover the most heartless indiffer-

ence," said the lady, casting on him a glance, in

which wild ness mingled with resentment.

Sandoval was struck with her language and

manner. The idea that she might entertain for

him a passion which absorbs in a higher feeling
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that of gratitude, now shot through his brain for

the h'rst time. He felt embarrassed how to act ;

for though he resolved instantly to check its pro-

gress, he was too well aware of the violence of

passion, and depth of feeling, usual to the

females of that part of Spain, to hope he could

conquer it.
" I am afraid,

'' he said, after a

little pause, "you have formed a wrong estimate

of my merits ; for if to be grateful, is to be a

fool, I am one of the greatest fools on earth ;

and yet," he added, observing the flush of indig-

nation overspreading her cheek,
"
by no means

indifferent."

"
Nay, Sir, go on as you began, and let not

your after words belie your inward feelings," blie

said with a reproving look; "though I be young

and a woman, I can discern truth from falsehood.

You not indifferent ! You are both indifferent,

and ungrateful. Ye?, ungrateful what you

seem so much to dread being, you are to the

highest degree. A'Vould to God and the Virgin

Mary you were not so! I should not have

endured during the last Hi'ttvn davs the p:>n<,s
' - L
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of uncertainty ; for I could then have looked

upon you with as much indifference as you do

now upon me."

" But can I be taxed with being ungrateful,

if I were unconscious of having merited your

kindness ?"* inquired Sandoval.

"
Yes, for even if you had been blind, you

could not have helped perceiving it
;
but the

truth is, you would not see it, and feigned

yourself an ideot and a fool."

'* I assure you, upon the faith of a gentleman,

that I was perfectly ignorant of it,

1 '

said Sando-

val ;
"
though, if I had

-1

"
Yes, what then ?" she interrupted anxiously.

" 1 should have thought myself highly flattered

by it,

11

he replied.

" Indeed I'
1

she exclaimed with a contemptuous

smile; ''and pray what does that mean, if it

mean anything ?''

"To be candid, Madam, my thoughts and

feelings are so much engrossed by weighty sub-

jects, that I feel I could not have requited a

passion, of which I am totally unworthy, with
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that intensity which so beauteous an object seems

entitled to."

" That was for me to consider," she said

haughtily, and as one who is accustomed to

have her admirers regulate the intensity of their

passion by her sovereign will. "
However, you

have said enough to prove your cruelty and in-

gratitude. I could punish you for both, for I

have the power to doit; but I prefer saving you

from the dangers that threaten you, and shewing

you, that I can repay cruelty with kindness, and

ingratitude with confidence. If after this you

remain unmoved, you shall then have the torment

of having deserved that name which you seem

so much to dread, and which you yourself have

given to an ungrateful man.'
1

"
Madam,'' said Sandoval, unwilling to lay

himself under any obligations to her, "if the

guerdon for the service you propose doing me,

be a return of affection from me, I warn you be-

forehand, that it cannot be
;

for my heart is

pledged to another.''

"
Pledged to another!" she repeated, start-

ing upon her feet, and easting wildly her eyes
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round the room,
"

I'll have it, Sir, in spite of

her, or I'll tear her's with my own hand from

her bosom ! Where is she ? Let me see her.

Monster ! I will be loved, or you are un-

done, and all your plans of freedom ! I can

save you I can save the country ; for treason

is busy at work, and before to-morrow you lie in

a dungeon loaded with chains F1

Sandoval was terrified, not so much at the

violence of her passion, as at the warning im-

plied in her last words. " How say you trea-

son busy at work ? For heaven's sake explain

what you mean," he cried, clasping his hands,

n an imploring manner.

The alarm manifested by him, produced a

sudden change in her manner. She approached

him tremblingly, and seizing his hands, covered

them with kisses and with tears.
"
Pardon, my

beloved," she said,
" if I have given you an

instant's uneasiness. The violence of my pas-

sion for you, deprives me of my reason. I know

not what I say, or what I do. See you in a

dungeon ! No, no, never. Yet it is too
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true, that the issue of your plans will be other-

wise than you expect, if the perverse inten-

tions of some of the chiefs are not frustrated. I

cannot tell you the details of the meditated

treachery ; but take these two keys, and at eight

o'clock precisely, go to the house of Count

Abisbal. This one will admit you by a private

door into the garden ; follow the wall till you

come to a small door, opening into a narrow

staircase, at the top of which you will find

another door, which this other key opens, and

which will admit you into a small cabinet, ad-

joining his private apartment, from which you

will overhear a conversation in which every final

arrangement for the overturning of your plans

will be made. After that you can leave the

house as you entered it, and take those steps

which your own prudence will suggest. And

now, my beloved, I leave you. But remember

.... no, I'll not impose conditions, if you

are susceptible of kindness, your own heart will

dictate them to yon. Adieu."

"
Stay one word," said Sandoval, anxious
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to impress upon her the idea that she was to

entertain no hopes of hi:; ever returning her

affection ; but the fair visitor, suspecting as

much, let her veil drop down her face, and

breathing a kiss on her fan, waved it gracefully

towards him, and withdrew.

The singularity of this adventure, and the

extraordinary character of the fair visitor, to-

gether with the beauties of her person, occupied

the first thoughts of Sandoval, who might have

been inclined to feel for her a deeper sentiment

than that of pity, notwithstanding the aversion

which such direct assaults on our hearts usually

produce, had there not intervened an object

quite as beautiful, and certainly more gentle and

amiable than the fiery damsel who had just

quitted him. These thoughts, however, soon

gave place to others of a more important but

painful nature. The fatality that seemed to-

attend the plans of the patriots, and the positive

warning he had thus received of the approaching

ruin of that in which they were now engaged,

overthrew in one instant those airy castles, which
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an hour before he had so confidently raised.

" If this project fails," thought he,
" how will

it be possible to weave another, uniting the same

advantages ? Every element to work in an or-

derly and harmless manner a change in the

nation, and restore to it its former glory and its

liberty, is in our hands. An army on the war

footing, amounting to 22,000 men, the majority

of whom are favourable to our undertaking, the

soldiery on account of their dislike to embark

forthe new world, and the officers on account of

their liberal and patriotic ideas ; the remains

of our navy assembled in a port, garrisoned by

our own troops; numerous stores and sufficient

funds to defray the first expenses of the rising,

without the necessity of exacting them from the

people, the possession of the I>la, strong bv

nature, art, and opinion ; and, lastly, the fact

that our enemies have neither force to oppose to

ours, money to check the progress of the insur-

rection bv bribery, nor credit enough with the

people to induce them to rise in support of their

abuses. And shall all thesj advantaes be lost
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by the treachery of a man, who has been fore-

most in fomenting the rebellion? No, it shall

not be ! To-night he dies to-night my sword

pierces the traitor's heart ! His envied post shall

be filled worthily by the virtuous Sarsfield, by

that consistent and unambitious patriot, whose

upright intentions suspicion never stained."

In such agitating thoughts as these, the time

passed, till the hour for repairing to Abisbal's

house came. He then armed himself with his

sword, and giving some orders to his servant,

relative to his future conduct, should his present

errand turn out unfortunate, he bent his course

towards the traitor's quarters.

The night was favourable to his designs. It

was dark and overclouded ; big drops of rain

began to fall, and the sudden gusts of wind that

blew from the sea seemed to portend a storm, and

had driven people to their respectives homes, or

tertulias. Having penetrated into the garden,

unperceived by any one, he succeeded in gaining

'.he cabinet, from which he was to hear the

treacherous plans in contemplation. He entered
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with the utmost caution, notwithstanding his ex-

treme agitation. On applying his ear to the

key-hole of the glass door which opened into the

next apartment, he could hear nothing that in-

dicated any one being there. Soon after, how-

ever, he heard footsteps approaching, and the

opposite door opening, two persons entered,

and locked the door inside. As the curtains that

adorned the glass-door outwards were drawn

over, Sandoval could see nothing of their persons;

but he soon recognized Abisbal's voice, inviting

his companion to a seat. The latter, whose

voice our hero thought he had heard somewhere,

though he could not recall Avhose it was, in-

quired of the General whether he had come at

last to a resolution. " I have," said Abisbal,

"
though to he candid with you, I wish matters

had been otherwise arranged. For by acting in

the manner proposed, I shall bring upon myself

the execration of the disaffected, and I am afraid

that our friends of the capital will hardly thank

me for the service I shall render them.''

"
Ingratitude is but too common a reward in
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our age," said his confederate ;

" but were we

to weigh the probable results of every one of our

actions, we should remain perpetually inactive.

This reflection, however, will be always your's

you will have saved the king and his throne

from being overturned, and punished a handful

of traitors, who intended you as their first

victim."

" How ! intended me as their first victim I

you say ?" repeated Abisbal with faultering voice.

"Yes, such was, or perhaps such still is their

plan. I have not informed you of it before ;

because I knew that your loyalty alone would

be sufficient to decide your conduct on this

occasion, without the spur of personal resent-

ment.""

" But can such be their intention ?
v

inquired

Abisbal again.

" Doubt it not," said the other,
" for I myself

heard it from their own lips.
There are, indeed,

few among them who believe you sincere
;
but

those who do, imagine that your designs are

deep and ambitious ; that it is your plan to grasp
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at supreme power, and raise yourself a throne

on the ruins of the monarchy.
'

But,' said

they,
' soon this little Napoleon shall find that

the Spanish patriots are not so tame a race as

the French. Ten thousand daggers shall pierce

the heart of this perjured villain, on the instant

our plan succeeds.' Such were their very

words, and such, rely on it, are their intentions.""

Sandoval's blood boiled in his veins; for

though such expressions as the above had been

uttered by a few of his friends, Abisbal's death

never formed a part of their projects,

" Ah,
1 '

exclaimed that General,
' ;

they said

so? I'll sweep the villains and their plans from

the face of the earth !

!

Tis settled then. Those

troops who have shown the greatest spirit of

rebellion are now out of Cadi/. There remain

five battalions; one (in which I can entirely

confide) I shall leave in garrison, and the other

four, which are now ready to march, I shall

take with me. In the Isla I shall furnish them

with ammunition, and promise to the soldiery,

in the name of the king, that none shall embark
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for South-America, if they will aid me in sup-

pressing a rebellion. To the officers I shall

speak separately, according to their different

opinions, making the liberals believe that I go

to raise the cry of liberty, while to the others

I shall tell the right story. As the troops en-

camped at Puerto Santa Maria no longer

entertain any suspicion of my sincerity, my

departure at the head of those troops which are

at my disposal, will excite no alarm among them.

Meantime, you will hasten to your quarters, and

bring with you the two squadrons of cavalry

under your orders, managing so that by the

dawn we shall both arrive at their encampment,

you by rear-guard, and I by van-guard. When

they are thus surrounded, we shall both cause

our troops to utter the cry of '

Long live the

King.' This will create a surprise highly

favourable to our project, and as they are un-

provided with ammunition, resistance will be out

of the question. Immediately after we shall pro-

ceed to the arrest of these chiefs, who are most

implicated in the revolutionary project, and of a
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bold and resolute character, including also others

who are perfectly innocent of the existence of

such a plot ; as it will sound well in the ears of

our Madrid friends, and will enhance our ser-

vices."

"
True," said his friend,

"
let there be no

lack of victims ; for examples are greatly want-

ed at this moment. It is necessary to strike

terror into the souls of these undaunted conspira-

tors ; and now that we are on this topic, what

do vou mean to do with that most indefatigable
/ O

and dangerous character, Sandoval ? Is he to

be allowed to go on plotting and conspiring with

impunity and for ever against the government ?"

"
Oh, no. I have provided for him a secure

retreat in the castle of San Sebastian. He will

be here to-niffht at ten o'clock, and I have giveno

orders for his arrest.
1 '

"
Ay, that is well,'' said his companion.

" And, now, is there anything else I can do

previous to my departure ?"

"
I have a document here which I w'sli to

read to you before you go, and then we will
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proceed without further delay to the execution

of our plan/' said Abisbal, taking a light and

going towards the cabinet where Sandoval was

concealed.

This the latter perceived only when the door

opened, and discovered him to the astonished

eyes of his enemy. In a second Sandoval's

sword glittered unsheathed in his hand, and

following Abisbal into the apartment where he

retreated;
" Traitor P he exclaimed,

" your

hour is come. Draw But merciful

heavens ! Is this a dream ? Do my eves not

deceive me ?''

At these words he started back full of surprise.

Sarsfield, the patriotic, the unambitious, the

sincere Sarsfield, that exalted friend of his

country, stood before him in all the deformity,

in all the blackness of perfidy unmasked, his

countenance distorted with sudden rage, and

his eyes flashing fir^, and expressing the maiig-

nitv of a fiend ! lie knitted his brows, and

closed his teeth firmly as he addressed Sandoval.

" Your eyes do not deceive you. Tis Sarsfield
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himself, and this steel (unsheathing his sword)

will make your heart feel, that for him alone

the punishment of a traitor was reserved."

So saying, he made a furious pass at Sandoval,

who parried it dexterously, exclaiming, as he

stood on his guard against a second attack

" Villain ! if Sarsfield and thou be one, then

hell in its fury never vomited a blacker fiend

than thou art and hell shall have thee back,

infernal hypocrite !''

These words he accompanied with a sudden

thrust, which his antagonist turned off in time.

A second and a third followed, each succeeding

one being more vigorously and rapidly carried

than the first; but Sarsfield, who was as good a

fencer as the assailant, and possessed a cold,

determined courage, parried them all, and con-

tented himself with acting on the defensive, till

he should find an opportunity of carrying a

mortal thrust to his enemy's heart. In this

intention, however, he was thwarted by the

return of Abisbal, who had left the room to

call some of the soldiers on guard to aid in
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securing Sandoval, who accordingly, was dis-

armed, though not till after a desperate defence

on his part, and afterwards conveyed to the

castle of San Sebastian, which stands on a rock

in the middle of the sea.
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CHAPTER X.

And, O ! how abort are human schemes !

Here ended all our golden dreams.

SWIFT.

WHEN Sandoval was immured in one of the

deepest dungeons of the castle of San Sebastian,

where nothing was distinctly heard but the

lashings of the waves against its walls, and the

roaring of the winds as their course was inter-

rupted by the massive structure, and now and

then the monotonous cries of the mariners, who,

gliding close by in their vessels, strove to keep

clear of the castle, he gave himself up to the

melancholy reflections which his unfortunate

situation was calculated to produce. The treach-

ery of Sarsfield was what principally occupied
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his thoughts. He could hardly convince himself

of its reality it mocked all he had ever heard

or read of perfidy, it chilled his very blood,

and inspired him with a sentiment of horror

that excluded even indignation.
" My days^"'

said he to himself, as he paced about his dungeon,
" are perhaps numbered ; but if by an unfore-

seen chance, which I neither hope nor wish, I

saw myself free again, how could I place my
trust in the words of men, after having witnessed

such appalling villany from one who appeared

the best and wisest of mankind ? Abisbal,

though he has been a traitor all his life, is a

saint to him ! Elio, the cruel Elio himself, is a

respectable man when compared to that villain.

He at least has been consistent in his hatred to

liberal men, and their ideas ; he has supported

tyranny with manliness, sword in hand, in the

face of the world, and from the first to the last.

But Sarsfield, the treacherous Sarsfield, has

feigned for years what he never felt, in order

to betray more securely, and stab to the heart

those whom he embraced."
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From this irritating subject, which brought

to his goaded mind, nothing but the shattered

fortunes of his friends, and the ruin of his most

anxious hopes for the salvation of his country,

he would fain seek relief in other thoughts,O "

which, however, afforded but painful anticipa-

tions, and misery still more exquisite. Had the

plans in which he had lately been engaged

succeeded, it would then have been easy for

him to have brought those which concerned him

more immediately to a favourable issue, as he

hoped to have found sufficient proofs to convince

Dona Angela of the perverse intentions of his

spiritual director towards herdaughter, if, indeed,

she were not already convinced of it. IJut now

all those hopes vanished before the realities that

surrounded him, as pleasant dreams do on the

moment of awakening. The darkness and silence

of his dungeon, broken only bv the slow creaking

of doors, and the measured steps of the surly

gaoler, who came to bring his scanty and un-

wholesome meals, and who observed the most

rigid silence, together with the consciousness
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that his enemies were possessed of the facts of

his having participated in most of the conspiracies

formed against them, left him no hope of being

spared among the victims that would be sacri-

ficed on this occasion. The prospect of death

alone being now before his eyes, all his endea-

vours were turned towards meeting it as became

a Christian and a patriot with firmness and

resolution.

In the meantime we beg our readers to fancy

themselves again at Madrid at the palace of the

Duchess of Osuna, where we left Gabriela in

the arms of the Infanta Dona Maria Francisca,

who, with the help of her attendants, soon re-

called our heroine to herself. The alarm

excited by Artimafia"s shouts induced most

of the visitors to quit the ball room, and hasten

to the assistance of their sovereign, whom they

fancied in the most imminent danger of his life.

The body guards who were in attendance on the

royal family, as well as the other military guests,

drew their weapons, and commenced an instant

search over the grounds. The innumerable
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lights that were seen swiftly moving in all

directions, gave a tolerable representation of a

night procession dispersed by a violent hail

storm. For a whole hour all was confusion

and uproar in the palace. The swords of the

gentlemen glittering in the saloons, and clashing

as they ran against one another, brought on

some of the ladies fits of hysterics and faintings,

while those who could prevail on themselves

not to swoon, uttered from time to time the

most piercing screams, which they prolonged

as the hubbub grew higher, and which mixing

with the lusty shouts of the servants, who took all

possible pains to add to the confusion, formed a

harmony beyond our powers of description.

The noise, however, began to abate as the

gentlemen returned from their useless pursuit,

and soon after it ceased altogether, the king

having re-entered the saloon safe and sound.

On his re-appearance, the courtiers thronged

around him, to congratulate him on the mira-

culous escape he had just had, while Artiniafia
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showed them the wig he had snatched from

the regicide, as a trophy of his own courage,

and a proof of the real danger to which his

majesty had been exposed. Of course, as it

invariably happens in similar cases, all sorts

of stories but the real one, were circulated,

and his majesty's presence of mind was unani-

mously praised to the skies. Indeed, know-

ing, as he did, what had really happened,

and the total want of foundation for an alarm,

he showed more composure than them all, and

even smiled at their feurs, though he took good

care not to let them into the secret. When

the uproar had altogether ceased, the music

again invited the guests to the dance, which

lasted till four in the morning, after which

they all withdrew to their respective homes, with-

out anything morr happening worth record.

On their return to Madrid, Dona Angela,

who amidst the confusion that had taken place

at the Alameda, had heard a garbled account

of Gabriela's fainting fit from Artimafia, now
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questioned her as to the particulars of the

affair, as she must have witnessed the attempt

made on his majesty's life, being at the moment

with her adopted son. This, and the monk

l>eing then in the room, Gabriela hesitated;

but on being further pressed, she said that no

one was better able to explain the mystery of

the whole transaction than Don Aniceto Ar-

thnaiia, to whom she would, therefore, leave

it. These words she accompanied with a look

on him in which bitter reproach mingled with

indignation.

" What is the meaning of this, Don Aniceto r'"

inquired, in a peremptory tone, Dona Angela,

who since Artimaua had become an inmate of

her house, having found him not quite so

agreeable as she had supposed, was less inclined

to favour him. and who now called to mind the

conversation she had had with the Marquis tie

Rivas.

" In truth, Madam,
1 "

replied Artimafia,
"

I

don't understand the meaning of such a look,

nor the import of your daughter's words. wh

VOL. in. o
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seems of late to have taken an unaccountable

hatred to me. But I suppose she is displeased

with me on this occasion, because I prevented

the traitor Sandoval, from committing the

greatest crime that the mind of man is capable

of conceiving.
1"

" Sandoval !" exclaimed Dona Angela sur-

prised,
" was it he who made the attempt on the

king's precious life ?"

" It was himself, Madam," said Artimaua,

with a triumphant look
;

" and my reason for

not divulging his name then, was, that I may
have a better chance of securing his person,

and make him expiate his crime on the scaf-

fold."

" Horrible monster!" cried the monk cross-

ing himself. " I always said he was capable of

the deepest crimes."

Gabriela could no longer restrain her feelings.

" Foul calumniator !" she exclaimed, address-

ing Artimana,
" dare you say before my face,

that Don Calisto, the man, who you, betrayer,

know was my deliverer, who saved me from the
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snare you had laid against my honour, in spite

of your infamous plotting, intended any harm

to the king ? Dare you assert that before me,

I ask you ?"

" And I answer," said Artimaiia, unabashed

by the energy with which she spoke,
" that not

only he intended committing regicide, but that

if I had not held his arm in time, the Infanta

herself would have been assassinated. The villain

had a poignard concealed in his sleeve, and I

saw him slip it into his hand. The blow was

certain ; but, thanks to me, or rather thanks to

heaven, I stopped it; and the regicide then flew,

conscious that a thousand lives would not have

sufficed to expiate his horrible crime."

"
Ay, truly, that proves his guilt clearly/'

said the monk ;
" for why should he have taken

to flight,
if he had felt conscious of being inno-

cent ?"

" Because innocence is in your eyes the

greatest crime," said Gabriela with animation,

" and he would then have seen you triumph

over it. Not so now. I hope he lives to J.cfeat

o 2
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your horrid machinations, and avenge the out-

rage you intended to nie."

Dona Angela was struck with Gabriela's

earnestness of manner, and she looked alternately

at the monk, at Artimafia, and at her daughter.

" There is some mystery in all this, and I

must have it explained,
11

said she. " Now, my

child, conceal nothing from me. I am your

mother, and I will see justice done you. I will

never permit any man, no matter who he be, to

offer you, or me, in your name, the slightest

insult. I would sooner sacrifice my whole for-

tune, nay, go on foot on a pilgrimage to Rome,

and ask justice of the Holy Father, than see

you wronged.
11

These words left the monk and his nephew

transfixed to the spot, They had seldom seen

Doua Angela use her own judgment in matters

where they were in the least concerned, and

though they knew verv well that, when once

roused, she had sufficient firmness of character

to set any one, Mho was not a churchman, at de-

tiance, they could not believe she would ever be
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able to lose her bigoted reverence for the holy

habit, or shake off her deep-rooted prejudices in

their favour. But the effect which her discourse

produced on Gabriela was very different. Trans-

ported with joy at hearing this burst of parental

affection, and at seeing her roused to a sense of

her own dignity, she threw herself into her mo-

ther's arms, and bathed her cheeks with the tears

that flowed from her eyes,
<( Yes. you are my

mother," she exclaimed,
" and the fondest, the

best of mothers. I always thought you so, not-

withstanding the endeavours of these two mon-

sters to render you otherwise. 1 now feel con-

vinced you will never abandon your child to

their wicked designs."

By this time, the monk, having recovered

from his first surprise, and aware that by con-

tinuing silent any longer the cause of holiness

might be injured, as it was giving time to Ga-

briela to make a deeper impression on her mo-

ther's heart, drew himself up to his full height,

and assuming that monkish dignity for which

lie was so famous, addressed Dona Angela in
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these words " Is it at me, Madam, that you

aim your threats ? Is it to a minister of our

mother church, to a servant of God, to your

confessor, that you hold such a language, a

language pregnant with injurious, sinful suspi-

cions, which you have not the slightest motive

to entertain ?"

"
Sir, my daughter . . . ."

"
Interrupt me not, Madam,

11
cried the monk

haughtily.
" Your daughter is a profane wo-

man, and yourself no less so than she, if you

believe her words sooner than those of a disciple

of Saint Dominic. Have I lived in a cloister

twenty years, arrived at the dignity of a master

of the novices, and been nominated preacher

to his sacred majesty on account of my crimes,

think you ? Or are your daughter's irreligious

and scandalous accusations to overthrow in one

instant that reputation for piety and godliness,

which I have endeavoured by my Christian con-

duct to merit, and which has obtained the ap-

probation of my superiors, and of those holy

men who are at the head of the church ?"
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Doria Angela began to vacillate. Her arm,

which she had put round Gabriela's waist, as

they both stood opposite his reverence, began

gradually to drop, and notwithstanding her

daughter's still holding her fast with her own,

she removed it gently at first, and then stood

altogether away from her. This did not escape

the quick glance of Father Lobo, who did not

fail to take advantage of it in order to improve

the effect produced by his discourse. "
How,

or in what I have given offence to your daugh-

ter, I am unable to discover. My conscience is

at peace with my actions ; but if these should

ever be misconstrued, I have the consolation to

reflect, that it has always been the lot of the

pious of all nations and ages to be calumniated ;

and in imitation of our divine Saviour, I will

bear up with these evils, incident to human life,

and forgive those whose want of Christian charity

ascribe to me wicked deeds, of which I am totally

innocent."

" Father !"" exclaimed Dona Angela, remov-

ing farther from Gabriela, who followed her
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timidly, her eyes moistened with tears, had her

hands closed in an imploring attitude,
"
forgive

my rash words. My love for an only child, and

my anxiety to preserve unsullied the name she

bears, have dictated them, though still, I allow,

I was wrong in uttering expressions at which

you are justly offended; but I will expiate

them by any penance you may be pleased to

impose." Then turning to Gabriela, she added,

" and you, let me hear no more of your un-

founded suspicions ;
for depend on it, I'll not

risk my eternal salvation by listening to accusa-

tions, which go towards impeaching the conduct

of this holy man.
1'

Saying this she made a profound courtesy to

his Reverence, who said, he would expect her

next day at his confessional, and withdrew ;

while Gabriela retired to her own apartment, to

weep over her sorrows in silence.

When the monk and the nephew found them-

selves alone, the latter congratulated his uncle

on the clever manner in which he had managed

the affair, which, considering what an ugly
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aspect it began to wear, made him apprehensive

for its results. "
However," added he,

" the

storm has now blown over, and AVC need no

longer fear its violence."

" So you imagine in your profound wisdom,"

said the monk
;

" but I, who have observed things

more closely, fear that before many days are over,

we shall repent the step we took to ingratiate

ourselves with the king. Since my intercourse

with him, I have remarked that the prominent

features in his character are fickleness, indolence,

and ingratitude. He dislikes trouble, even in

what other men delight in meeting it, and, in-

stead of gaining strength by opposition, as in

the case of Gabriela anybody else would, gives

way upon the first check. This is equally the

effect of inconstancy, indolence, and
insensibility ;

for were he capable of receiving deep impressions,

it is certain he would then shake off that sluo--O

gishness of his, and persevere in his designs, with-

out being so easily attracted by new objects.

To this naturally succeeds ingratitude ; for a

man who is not accustomed to meet with any

o 3
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trouble in acquiring the object of his wishes,

never knows the full value of possession, nor can

he appreciate the pains of those who have

procured him the enjoyment. In this instance

lie has further motives for acting ungratefully

towards us, because our object having failed,

though as much through his own fault as ours,

he will not consider himself under any obliga-

tion to us. His passion, or rather his whim, for

Gabriela, I apprehend, will end there ; so that if,

instead of raising ourselves higher than we stand,

as we anticipated by the success of our plan,

wre preserve our places, I think, we may con-

sider ourselves very fortunate, and thank our

stars."

Artimafia looked rather blank at hearing

his uncles ominous discourse, for he feared

there was in it too much truth. "But,"

said he,
" do you really think he would repay

our services with ingratitude ? Only consider

how numerous thev have been, even leaving the

last out of the question. Besides, I can inform

you that, even this morning, a little before he
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withdrew, he pressed my hand in the most affec-

tionate manner, and said ' My warmest thanks

to you, Lanza, for the clever manner in which

you extricated me from last night's accident. I

give you credit, my good fellow, for that timely

alarm, which raised my presence of mind so high

in the opinion of my courtiers, when no real

danger existed. It was well imagined, and I

give you my royal word, that it shall not go

unrewarded.'
"

" Did he say so ?" cried the monk,
" Then

your ruin is certain ; and as a proof of it, you

have only to look at the dismissal of almost every

favourite minister of his, which was invariably

preceded by some particular mark of kindness.

One he invited to supper, and during the repast

overwhelmed him with proofs of friendship. On

withdrawing, the king himself hastened with a

party of soldiers to his private apartment, and

placed him under arrest. He filled the pockets

of another with Havanna segars, and then wrote

an order for his exile. He made the warmest

assurances of friendship to a third, and in the

same breath whispered to the Duke de Alagon
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to have him secured, and sent to the castle of

Monjui. He sent a fine bunch of grapes from

the royal table to another, and hardly had the

minister swallowed them, when an officer of the

guards showed him into a coach, and off he

was marched to the dungeons of Coruna. ToO

another
"

"
Well, I know all that. Good God ! you are

most intolerably ominous to-day," interrupted

ArtimaSa, trembling with fear and apprehension.

"But let me tell yon, that none of those gentle-

men were such useful fellows as I am. Show me

any one of them, who would, or could assume any

character from that of a private favourite of his

majesty to a familiar of the Inquisition, and do

any work, no matter how degrading it may be

reputed."

"Well, perhaps in consideration of your

ductility you may be an exception to the rule;

though, believe me, there are about the court

several worthy courtiers ready enough to do as

much, and as sharp-witted as yourself."

This Artimana could hardly believe possible,

and he began anticipating honours and favours
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from his majesty, not only for himself, but for

his uncle also, when a servant, entering the

room, placed in his hand a letter, bearing the

king's private seal, which he said had been

brought by a gentleman of the royal household.

No sooner had the servant withdrawn than

Artimafia broke its seal with the utmost eager-o

ness. " It is his gracious majesty's own hand-

writing," said he agitatedly.
" How kind ! how

very condescending !" and then read " To

Aniceto Lanza."

"What! not a Don to it ?" cried the monk.

" That forbodes no good, boy."
" Not a Don," replied the nephew dejectedly.

"
But, for God's sake, do not interrupt me.

' It is our royal pleasure, that from the moment

of your receiving this our favour,'"" Artimana's

face brightened up, and looking up at his uncle,

said,
" this does not look bad,

' our favour.'
"'

" Go on, go on," said the monk, "and let me

hear what that favour is."

The nephew resumed his reading,
" that from

the moment of your receiving this our favour.
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your functions of chief of police shall cease, and

that you quit the capital in twenty-four hours,

to count from twelve at noon this day ; but in

consideration of your past services to us, we are

pleased to appoint you agent of police at Seville,

with an annual salary of five thousand reals* . . ."

A burst of laughter from the monk interrupted

Artimaiia, whose face, naturally horrid, was now

as ridiculously distorted as that of a hungry

monkey on discovering the trick of a truant boy,

who has shown him a nut, and given him a

pebble, which he greedily but vainly endea-

vours to crack. "
By my faith !" exclaimed

the uncle, after two or three horse-laughs,
" that

is making good the proverb,
' como subo, como

subo, dc preyonero a vcrdugo /'"*

"
Stay,

11

said the nephew, with a sarcastic grin,

" for here is something more for you to laugh

at
e And as your reverend uncle, Father Tori-

bio Lobo, has had an equal share in the late

affair, respecting Gabriela, it is further our

*
Fifty pounds sterling.

f See how I mount from a public crier to a hangman.
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royal pleasure, that he shall be replaced by

another in his dignity of preacher to our royal

household, commanding you to inform him of

this in our name, as well as that a convent of

his order will be ready to receive him in the

same city to which we command you to repair,

as we would by no means deprive you of the

pleasure of each other's society, it being but

just that the fortunes of such a worthy pair

should be united. Given at our royal palace of

Madrid, and in our own hand-writing.
" I the King.'

"

" The devil he does !" cried the monk, snatch-

ing from Artimafia's hands the royal order, and

glancing over it hastily.

"AVhy, you don't laugh any more; how is

that?" inquired the nephew jeeringly.

" Zounds !" exclaimed the monk,
" I did not

expect quite as much as this. There is some-

body at the bottom of it. An attempt at irony,

eh ? By my hood ! I promise the rascal, who-

ever he be, such a present as he has never be-

fore had/'
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He then began silently to pace about the

room, now his arms folded across his breast,

and now the forefinger of his right-hand.placed

on his forehead, as if ransacking his inmost

thoughts, "and calling his imaginative powers

into action. " There is no remedy," said he,

after considerable pondering,
"
go we must,

that is certain. But hang me, if I will be shut

up in a convent, and be kept on short commons,

while I may enjoy a good table any where

else. Aniceto ! hear my plan. Our life at

Seville would be a rather dull one, and an un-

comfortable one into the bargain, if we were

to lose the table, assistance, and tertulias of

DoHa Angela. It is, therefore, my intention to

induce her to accompany us to that city, where

I'll say I am going upon a secret mission of

importance, connected with the interests of the

church, which also obliges me to resign my
rank as preacher to the king. As she will

confess to-morrow with me, and she has the

sin of suspicion to atone for, it will not be

very difficult for me to make her believe, that
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she cannot expiate it better than by visiting the

holy sepulchre of the blessed Saint Isidore,

which is at Seville, and whose miraculous bones

I shall procure her the felicity of touching.

Tliis, I know, will be a great inducement for

her to come. Another will be that of con-

tinuing to enjoy my spiritual counsels, which

she would lose by remaining at Madrid. Of

course, I shall not fail to represent this city as

the den of vice, &c., and to magnify the dangers

to which her daughter would remain exposed

in this corrupt court, were she to be left behind

with her father only ; for, in that case, it is

certain Dofia Angela's tertulias would not be

very numerously attended, and we should have

the whole of her society to ourselves, for which

I have no particular anxiety. When once we

have them there, it will go hard with me if I

know not how to keep them with us. Thus

we shall soften our disappointments by de, riv-

ing the royal baboon of Gabriela, should he

entertain further views upon her, and spend a

more agreeable time than we owe to his royal
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wishes. That something better will then turn

out, I warrant you, by the mere circumstance

of Gabriela being in our possession ; for she

is an inexhaustible mine, the more precious, as

she is the more difficult to be won. What say

you to it?'
1

" I say, that the king does not know what he

loses by his forfeiting your friendship and your

services," replied the nephew.
"
Oh, hang him ! He'll know it some day,

I promise you. And now pack and bundle

as fast as you can, for your time is marked ;

and leave all the rest to me to manage."

So saying the worthy pair separated, with an

inward regret at the discomfiture of their ma-

chinations, only on account of the losses in-

curred thereby ; but free from any feelings of

remorse, and as hardened in villany as ever.

So true it is, that the sting of conscience

becomes blunted by frequent crime, and its

voice loses its terrors with those whose minds

are truly depraved.

On the following day the wily monk received
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Dona Angela at the confessional, and observed

with pleasure, that instead of having entered

into a rigorous examination of facts and cir-

cumstances, the better to justify her suspicions,

if they were well founded, or render full justice

to the accused, if it were otherwise, she had

excluded reflection from her mind, and given

herself up to the fears of bigotry, and to the

scruples of superstition. Under the influence

of these feelings, it was easy for him to mould

her to all his designs, and she agreed to make

a journey to Seville to visit the holy shrine of

the blessed St. Isidoro, and atone for her enor-

mous sin by kissing his miraculous relics.

While kneeling before the confessional, the

penitent consulted his Reverence on a worldly

matter, which, she said, had frequently occu-

pied her thoughts." You arc aware, re-

verend father,
11

she added,
" that my daughter

Gabriela, is possessed of too many attractions,

to hope to escape the numerous snares of this

wicked world, though my confidence in her vir-

tue is such as to tranquillize me on her account.
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Her dislike for the life of a convent does not

permit me to subject her to a second noviciate,

and thus place her effectually beyond the reach

of those snares. The only way, therefore, to

avoid them, will be by entrusting her safety to

a husband, who will better than either Don An-

tonio or myself, protect her, if any attempt (which

God forbid
!)

should ever be made on her in-

nocence. Don Fermin Sandoval, I know, con-

tinues to love her with a virtuous attachment ;

and, though he is the son of a liberal, is himself

a loyal servant of his king, a devout Christian,

and a youth in every respect worthy of her

hand. To him then, with your advice and

permission, will I give my daughter on this

very day ; and thus the plans which we have

so often arranged will be realized. Does your

Reverence approve of them ?"

This, as our reader is aware, did not exactly

fall in with the monk's views. Accordingly,

though he said, that it was his most anxious

wish to see such a worthy youth united to her

daughter, he thought it would be better to
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give Gabriela a longer time to prepare her

mind to receive his hand, should she still en-

tertain any dislike to the match, which might

also take place more conveniently on their return

from their pious journey. Dona Angela found

the monk's suggestions wise and reasonable
;

consequently, she informed Gabriela of her

designs, both with respect to their journey, and

her marriage with Fermin. Gabriela received

the first part of this intelligence with pleasure ;

for she reflected that by her absence from the

capital, the risks to which she had been there

exposed would be at an end ; but the other part

seemed to afflict her deeply. The knowledge

that Cali>to was free, and in the same city with

her ; her former vows, and the assurance of his

fidelity, which she had received from his own

lips, no longer doubting that the Marquis de

Jlivas was Sandoval himself: his late important,

service to her, at the peril of his own life, and

the conviction, that everything in the nation

now announced a crisis fast approaching, which
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might have favourable results for the cause in

which Sandoval was engaged, crowded her mind,

andmade her view with peculiar dislike the match

proposed by her mother. She, however, endea-

voured to conceal from her the feelings by

which her heart was agitated, as their expression

would only have exasperated Dona Angela, and

hastened what she so much dreaded. She,

therefore, received her commands in silence, and

gave vent to her grief by weeping in the arms

of her affectionate Rosa, who endeavoured to

console her, by representing Fermin as too ge-

nerous and disinterested ever to press his suit

further than was consistent with her own feelings,

or with the affection he owed to his brother.

As Fermin' s engagements in the capital pre-

vented him from forming one of the travelling

party, he remained behind with Don Antonio,

who was to open to him Dona Angela's proposal,

and ascertain his sentiments on the subject.

Every arrangement for the journey being now

made, the modern pilgrims took leave of their
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friends, and set off for Seville, in a coche de

colleras,* drawn by six stout mules, and in the

company of Father Lobo, the nephew having

preceded them many days before, in obedience

to the royal order.

* A travelling coach.
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CHAPTER XI.

lla! total nijflit and liorror heie preside!

My stiiun'd par tingles t(i the whizzing tide !

It is the funeral knell ! and gliding near,

jM cthinks the phantoms of the dead appear !

The Sliijtwreck. FALCONBR.

FULL, three months had Sandoval now passed

in solitary confinement, every day expecting to

be summoned before the criminal tribunal, to be

tried on the various charges which might be

brought against him, and which he was aware

could be but too clearly proved, as his principal

accusers might, according to the custom of the

times, stand as witnesses against him, being

themselves as deeply implicated as himself,

particularly in the last transactions. During
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the first days of his imprisonment, the idea that

his earthly cares would soon be over, held such

entire possession of his mind, that it excluded

even that hope which is felt by the culprit who

waits in the condemned cell for the fatal hour

of his being led to the scaffold. But as his

confinement was prolonged without any indica-

tion of a trial, the first shock which he had re-

ceived from the appalling treachery of Sarsfield,

and to which the extreme despondency of his mind

was owinir, became more faint, and the naturalo 7 7

elasticity of his spirits began gradually to revive,

while hope, which again found access to his

saddened heart, inspired him with more cheering

prospects. He then thought that whatever the

personal feelings of hatred and revenge enter-

tained against him by Abisbal and Sarsfield

might be, these two Generals did not dare to

impeach him publicly, as they were conscious he

was too much in the secret of their plans, and

would not hesitate in making a full expose of

their conduct to the world, if he were OIH:C

allowed to speak in his own defence, even

VOL. III. P
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though they might confine their charge to his

late breach of military subordination. The only

means of revenge which he thought was more

within their reach, consisted in rendering his

imprisonment as harsh and cruel as possible, and

the perpetual silence to which he was condemned,

together with the numerous privations he met

with, sufficiently indicated that in this at least

they had their own way.

Resolved, however, to bear with manly

courage whatever treatment they chose to inflict,

that they might not enjoy the triumph of seeing

his high spirits borne down by suffering, the

more his confinement was prolonged, the more

he fortified his mind against that feeling of dis-

comfort, which the gloom of his dungeon and the

monotony that reigned around him, day after

day, was calculated to produce.

In this state of mind he continued, when one

night towards the close of November, at about

mid-night, as he was pacing up and down his

dungeon, enveloped in his cloak, to keep himself

warm, and prevent the bad effects resulting from
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the chillncss of the night air, which in his abode

was both frosty and damp, he heard the sounds

of a distant creaking of doors, and the clang

of chains removing, gradually approaching him.

He made a sudden pause, surprised at the noise,

uncommon as it was at such a late hour, and

listened with that anxiety which an incident of

this nature would create, even in the mind ( f

prisoner whose imagination was less vivid than

his own, to ascertain if they were not a deception

raised by his own fancy. The heavy tread,

however, of at least one person approaching, the

drawing aside of bolts, the shrill creaking of the

lock, and the clamour of the door as it turned

upon its hinges, soon convinced him of the reality.

Riveted to the spot he gazed anxiouslv towards

the door, and heard the gaoler say, in a voice

less trruff than usual. "There he is, standing

as upright as a gibbet, and shrouded in his cloak.

Go in, Madam, go in, and never tremble so.

"Tis not the worst place I have in the castle."

At these words a female, dressed in black.

and her head enveloped in a mantilla, >hov,\d
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herself at the threshold of the door, with a smail

lanthern in her hand, and said with a feeble and

trembling voice " Don Calisto, have the

goodness to follow me,
'' and then, as if afraid

to remain any longer in that gloomy place, she

turned quickly round, and hastened out of the

dungeon. Sandoval did not wait for a second

invitation, but darting towards the door, like an

imprisoned stag who sees an opening to escape,

in one second he was beside her in the passage,

and followed her in silence through the maze of

winding paths, all the while endeavouring to

discover who his conductor was. Long before

the gaoler had left the first passage, they

were both in the court of the castle, and

without waiting his arrival, she made a motion for

Sandoval to follow her towards the wicket of the

outer gate, which on their arrival was imme-

diately opened. A boat was waiting to take

them over to Cadiz, and on stepping into it,

they both sat down without having spoken a

word. The rowers pulled to shore with all their

might, and while employed in their work,
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Sandoval ventured to ask of the female whither

she intended to take him; but she placed her

finger on her
lips, and as he leant his head to

look more closely at her face, she drew over it

her mantilla, and turned her head aside. This

conduct appeared very mysterious to our hero ;

but unwilling to trespass on her commands, he

made no remark, and continued silent. Unable,

however, to withstand his curiosity to know what

was the meaning of the slow sounds of bells,

which seemed to proceed from almost every

belfry in Cadiz, and to indicate the death, as

he thought, of some of the royal family, he asked

of one of the rowers, who had died, that the

knell rung so generally at that unwonted hour.

"Who has died?"" repeated the boatsman.

*' God in heaven ! if you were to ask who 7m,v

not died, your question would be more to the

purpose, and I could answer it better.

" What do you mean ?" inquired Sandoval,

looking at the fellow with surprise.

"
Why, I mean what I say. There arc now

between seven and eight thousand people dead,
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and the Lord only knows how many more will die

before all is over, though people say we shall

soon see an end put to it, as only ninety persons

a day have, on an average, given up the ghost

during this week.'"
1

Everything seemed a mystery to Sandoval

on this eventful night. But the words of this

man raised such a dreadful thought in his

mind as made him shudder through all his

liu.bs. Predisposed as he was to hear the most

horrible deeds, after the treachery of Abisbal

and his colleague, in which so many hundreds,

nay thousands of his friends were involved, his

mind readily admitted its possibility.
" Can it

be," said he to himself,
" that the tiger who rules

over us, is gorging himself with the blood of

the victims he so earnestly demanded from

Abisbal ? Gracious heaven ! if it be so, what

has become of the rest of the Spaniards, that

they do not avenge their murdered friends,

and countrymen?"

He shrunk back as this idea flashed across his

mind, and the boatsman, who observed his agita-
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tion, told him not to be down-hearted ;
"

for/'

added he,
4 '

though you yourself may fall a

victim, and to say the truth, I would not bet

one of my buttons, that you will not be one,

still we have seen narrow escapes enough where

so many were probably doomed to die.'
1

Thi:-> confirmed Sandoval in his opinion, though

he could not well reconcile the unguarded man-

ner in which he was conducted before the bloody

tribunal, and the agency of a female, whose

mourning apparel, however, hud in it something

sinister, and recalled to his mind the horrible

scenes of the French revolution, in which so

many females took such a prominent part ;

though in his heart, lie did not believe any of

his countrywomen capable of such heartless

cruelty, as some of the French manifested at

that epoch. Still he began to look upon his

female companion with suspicious eyes, and as

confused and contradictory ideas crowded his

mind, he seemed to lose sight of his real danger,

if there really existed any, by occupying 1m
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thoughts in the most wild and extravagant

conjectures.

Meantime the boat was moored in silence, and

his conductress requested him to follow her,

which he did as mechanically as if he were some

automaton moving at her will. As they entered

the first street, his attention was roused, by the

noise of carts moving backwards and forwards,

and by the sounds of hand bells, which the

drivers rang incessantly. In passing beneath

the windows of the houses his ears were assailed

with the most heart-rending cries, sobs, moan-

ings, and lamentations, and he beheld, with feel-

ings not easily to be described, the doors of

several of the houses thrown wide, as some of

the carts approached, and their inmates appear,

surrounding the dead bodies of, doubtless, their

relations, and uttering the most piercing and

mournful shrieks, their bodies hardly clothed,

their countenances so pale and emaciated, and

their looks so dejected and sorrowful, that they

themselves appeared more like spectres than
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human beings. The women, in particular, seemed

to know no bounds to their grief, Avhen they

beheld the corpses of their friends thrown into

the carts, along with those that had been previ-

ously collected. They rent the air with expres-

sions of agony and despair, tore their dishevelled

hair, wrung their hands, as they raised them

up to heaven, and could not be prevailed on to

repass the thresholds of their homes, from which

one of their beloved friends had been just snatch-

ed, till the noise of the carts had died away on

the ear.

These dreadful scenes, as they passed before

Sandoval's sight, made him doubt whether what

h^ saw was not the vision of some painful dream.

He endeavoured to collect his scattered ideas:

but as he glanced over the events of the night,

every one of which seemed to him more extraordi-

nary than the other, he was more convinced than

ever of their fallacy. lie made a sudden pause
1

.

and reclining his head against a wall, stood as

if unable to move further. The female who

conducted him, hearing his steps no mure,

j= 3
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turned back, and touching his arm with her

slender fingers, said, with a voice which sounded

in his ears like that of some ghostly apparition

" You must not abide here, death hovers

around you. Follow me."

He started at her words, but obeyed instantly ;

and as they proceeded through the silent and

solitary streets, mournful cries of grief and despair

burst here and there upon his ear, while the

funeral knell, which continued tolling incessantly,

added by its monotonous and soul-withering

sounds, an indescribable horror to the prevailing

gloom. At length the female entered the porch of

a large mansion, which at that hour was involved

in darkness, and turning her lanthern towards

the inner door, cast on it a stream of light.

" There is your place of refuge, she said with

a faint voice,
" when I am gone, knock and you

will be received into the arms of your friends.

It is probable I shall never see you again ; but

do not regret it ; for I am no longer worihy of

being looked at."

Saying this she turned round to go ;
but
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Sandoval stopped her. " Do not leave me yet,

butlet me know first who my deliverer is,'

1

saidhe,

" It matters not now," she said, in a melan-

choly tone. "You are free, and you shou.d

have been so long ago, had my wishes been

sooner granted. Adieu ; for you can never love

me."

"
Nay," cried Sandoval, still detaining her,

" but let me at least see your face once."

" What ! that you may hate me the more ?"

she cried with a sepulchral voice, and a bitter

accent. "
Yet, perhaps, it is better you should

see it."

Saying this, she threw back from her face

her mantilla. Sandoval started back at recog-

nizing in her now ghastly countenance, his once

beautiful female neighbour, whose brilliant eve?

were now sunken, yellow-tinged, and dim, and

her mellow and rich complexion faded and

jaundiced all over. " You may well start,"'

she said,
" the yellow fever has dealt roughly

with me. I am no longer what I was, nor is it

likely I shall ever be so; but I have saved von,
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and that consolation will always remain to me1

.

Adieu, then, and farewell for ever."

Saying this, she pulled a bell, and then quitted

the house with hurried steps, leaving Sandoval

fixed to the spot, lost in melancholy reflections.

He had not long indulged in them before the

door of the house flew open, and he was roused

by a well known voice, exclaiming
" As sure

as heaven is just, 'tis my master, my dear lost

master !" And then placing on the ground the

lamp he held in his hand, the faithful Roque

hugged him in his arms.

Sandoval looked earnestly at him, and soon

perceived, by his gaunt face and yellow com-

plexion, that the fever had been also upon him.

"
Aye, look at me well, and thank heaven you

have had such a snug time of it," said Hoque.
" I would much sooner have been buried in the

deepest dungeon than have witnessed the miseries

caused by the dreadful scourge with which it

has pleased heaven to visit us. 15ut you need

not fear it now ; for 'tis almost over, and we

shall shortly be altogether rid of it."
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He then informed him that he was in the house of

his friend Don Jose Maria Montero, where he

would meet, even at this hour, several of his

patriotic friends. In fact, on being introduced

into the apartment where they were assembled,

he was welcomed by several devoted friends of

their country, among whom was Don Antonio

Alcala Galiano, who, notwithstanding the innu-

merable dangers by which he, in common with

those who were then at Cadiz, \vas surrounded,

was indefatigable in his endeavours to keep

alive every where the flame of liberty, rouse the

energies of his party, dismayed by the numerous

calamities with which they had been assailed,

and bring about some new project for the de-

liverance of his country. From these gentle-

men, Sandoval learned the following interesting

details, relative to the final execution of Abis-

bal's treacherous plan, and to the subsequent

operations of the patriots during his confine-

ment.

Immediately after our hero was ordered oil' to

the Castle of San Sebastian, Abisbal parted from
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Sarsfield, and both hastened to place themselves

at the head of their troops, to carry into execution

the project which they had been concerting to-

gether. Everything was done as had been

planned by them. On the following day, at the

appointed hour, the two Generals, Sarsfield with

the cavalry, and Abisbal with the infantry, made

their appearance by opposite directions on the

Palmar, an elevated tract of level ground near

Puerto Santa Maria, where the unsuspecting

patriots were encamped. At the moment of

their approach, the troops of the encampment

were slov% ly filing off to occupy their ordinary

posts ; their officers agitated with the opposite

feelings of hope and uncertainty. When Sars-

field advanced with his cavalry through the road

to Xerez, Don Antonio Quiroga, Colonel of one

the regiments which had just taken their post

along that road, their right supported on the

river, hastened toward him to receive his orders.

k<
Colonel," said Sarsfield sternly,

" return to

your regiment ; you are a disloyal servant of his

majesty," and, without waiting for an answer,
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caused his troops to utter the cry of,
"
Long

live the king!
: ' which was immediately echoed

by the troops of Abisbal, filling the whole camp

with these ominous sounds. The surprise

created by them was such as Abisbal had antici-

pated ; the patriotic chiefs stood as if suddenly

converted into statues, and deprived of the power

of action. Meantime, profiting by this conjunc-

ture, the General in Chief galloped rapidly round

the encampment, making short speeches to the

soldiery, and exciting them to join in the shouts

of his troops, in which he but too well succeeded.

He then made the arrests lie had intended,

caused a ration of wine to be distributed to the

soldiery, sent to different points the battalions

who remained without chiefs, gave orders fcr

the troops he had brought wilh him to return to

Cadi/, and he himself remained at Puerto with

the regiment of the princess, who were intrusted

with the custody of the prisoners, until they

were afterwards sent to the prisons of the various

castles in Cadi/, and its vieinitv.

Tluib failed this apparently well conducted pro-
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ject by the inexplicable treachery of two men

who had been the principal agents in its forma-

tion. The conduct of Abisbal, however, incon-

sistent even in his perfidy, was such as to afford

but a poor triumph to his royal master, for

though he made a few more arrests, and sent to

different places those corps and officers who were

more inclined to favour the views of the liberals,

with the object of preventing their plotting

together, he still left on foot all the elements ofO '

the conspiracy, and apparently gained nothing

by the step he had taken, but deferring its

explosion. His inconsistency was particularly

manifested in his treatment to the prisoners, to

whom he gave time for concealing all their papers,

allowing some of them to escape, and even

offering to others money and means for that

purpose.* This extraordinary conduct was then

* Such offers were actually made to some of the patriots,

and in part cular to Arco Aguero, who was one of the

principal chiefs of the conspiracy, and, doubtless, the first

to call in question the sincerity of Abishal's conduct
j

but

this deserving patriot indignantly rejected them.
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variously explained by the liberals, several of

whom were of opinion that he would never have

betrayed their cause, had it not been forSarsfield,

of whose intentions he entertained a right esti-

mate. But a circumstance happened at Madrid,

which shews thatAbisbal acted with premeditated

perfidy. Precisely on the same day and hour,

when his plan was executed at Cadi/, several

masons of the capital were arrested, among whom

was the individual who has hitherto gone under

the name of Anselmo, and who besides being in

direct correspondence with Abisbal, was the

channel of communication with the masons of

the provinces, and the principal regulator of the

interior machinery. Abisbal's adhesion, how-

ever, to the interest of the ruling faction, was

recompensed by the king in his usual coin. He-

sent him the great cross of Charles III., and re-

quested his immediate presence at court, to

receive his personal thanks, gain a correct account

of the state of the army, and learn his final in-

structions relative to the sailing of the expedition,

though the real object he had in calling him
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there, was to deprive him of his chief com-

mand, and impeach his conduct before the com-

mission established to try the patriots, if they

could but implicate him in some of the prosecu-

tions that were carrying on against the late

victims, and towards whom they employed for

that purpose every vile means practised by a

degenerate government ; namely, craftiness,

deceit, seduction, threats, promises, and torture.

In this the government were unsuccessful, owing

to the high-minded and honourable conduct of

the sufferers, who would not disclose a syllable

of their plans, notwithstanding the cruelties

practised against them. Those endured by

Anselmo are of a nature that would make the

reader shudder with horror, were we to relate

them here. But though Abisbal was saved by

the very men he had betrayed, he soon began to

taste the bitter, though well merited, fruit of his

treachery. A few days after his arrival at

court, he saw himself completely despised by

the king, his ministers, and his courtiers, by

good, indifferent, and bad men, in a word by all
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he met; unable to find amongst either his

friends or enemies one who would shield him

against the innumerable shafts that were aimed

at him from all sides. And, that he might7 O

drain the cup of misery to its dregs, he was

deprived of all command, both in the expedi-

tionary army and elsewhere, and left unnoticed

in a corner of Madrid, except indeed by the

spies that were set to watch his slightest motions,

and make him stumble and fall in one of the

many snares set for him by the government.

Thus abandoned, even by his nearest relatives,

he remained chewing the cud of his own perfidy,

till other events brought him again on the stage

of the world, where he continued playing the

part of a traitor, in which he was so eminent a

proficient.

Meantime* some of the pati'iots of Cadiz,

undismayed by the late events, assembled, only

*
Among the fourcesfrom which the author has derived

the foil wiii details, is a cleverly written pamphlet by

Don Antonio Alcala Galiano, who was himself one of the

principal actors in the scenes he describes.
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a few days after Abisbal's treachery, to remedy

the evils which had thus befallen them. In this

first meeting, however, the obstacles that pre-

sented themselves were too numerous and insur-

mountable, and the minds of the confederates

were in a state of too great effervescence to allow

them to do more than agree in recommencing

their labours with fresh vigour, opening a cor-

respondence with some of their brethren who

had taken refuge in Gibraltar, and increasing

their numbers as much as they could, particu-

larly among the wealthy merchants of Cadiz, of

whose efficient aid they would stand in need.

Accordingly they commenced their labours, and

made some important acquisitions, among which

those of Don Juan Alvarez Mendizabal, and

of his co-partner Don Vincente Beltran de Lis,

both active and zealous liberals, and who could

command sufficient funds for the execution of

their projects, were not of the least.

Aware that the best way of insuring success

was by striking a sudden and decisive blow,

a second meeting took place very soon after the
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first, in which, in order to give regularity to their

proceedings,they elected a president in the person

of Don Domingo Antonio de la Vega, a man of

a well established reputation for talent and ex-

perience, who had been implicated in various

plans of revolution, and who had endured with

undaunted courage the persecutions of their

enemies. In this meeting, it was resolved to

form, in every division of the army, a revolu-

tionary junta, which should work within its own

radius, and correspond with the central one esta-

blished at Cadiz. By these means they planned

new and extensive ramifications to their plot, in

which unanimity of action was most strictly pre-

served, and contributed not a little to the rapid

advancement of their projects ; while every in-

dividual laboured zealously towards the great

end. The removal of Abisbal from the army

also contributed to improve this favourable si-

tuation, as that General was too well acquainted

with the conspirators, their plans, resources, and

secret means of communication, to allow them to

hope that they could escape his vigilance ;
while
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General Fournas, on whom the command of the

army devolved ad interim, was ignorant of their

designs, and a man little to be dreaded on the

score of talent or enterprise. Thus the conspiracy

assumed new life, and the misfortunes brought

on by the nefarious proceedings of Abisbal were

fast mending.

Matters being in this prosperous state, it was

now indispensable to elect a chief, who should

direct the projected rising. Past experience

had shewn, that the election ought to be made

by themselves, as otherwise it would be entrust-

ing the fortunes of their cause to a man who,

influenced by personal interest?, might be tempted

to betray them, as Abisbal had just done. For

this object the Brigade General Omlin, Com-

mandant of the Ultramarine Depot, established

at San Fernando, was thought the most fit, on

account of his well-known liberal ideas and well

tried courage. When commissioners were sent

to him, and he heard the plans and future

operations of the patriots, he agreed to place

himself at the head of the army, to aid in the re-
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establishment of the Constitution. All being

now ready, the 24th of August was the day

appointed for raising the cry of Liberty, when

a sud len and fatal occurrence came to overthrow

these so dearly formed plans. The yellow fever,

that, dreadful scourge of southern climates, made

its appearance at San Fernando, and neglected,

either by the stupidity or malignity of the

agents of government, who branded as revolu-

tionary whoever endeavoured to stop its progress,

spread rapidly throughout that city. Suddenly,

strict executive orders were issued, by which all

communication with that point was cut off; the

troops who were in the city were ordered to the

interior, and Omlin remaining behind, with the

body under his command, the project for the

rising was, if not totally destroyed, at least de-

layed for an indefinite period.

One would think that these repeated misfor-

tunes would have dismayed the patriots, and

obliged them to abandon a cause against the

establishment of which so many obstacles started

up; but the souls of men imbued with a proper
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abhorrence of oppression, and kindled with the

sacred flame of freedom, do not flinch under any

earthly calamities. To the failure of one plan

the formation of another succeeded, in which

courage and perseverance were to overcome the

increasing dangers, and shortened means that

were the consequences of fresh disappointments.

The chiefs of the undertaking resolved to take

a bold step, by suddenly securing the possession

of Cadiz, which they conceived would give the

nation an opportunity of vindicating its rights.

The moment was favourable, that city being

garrisoned by the regiments of Soria and Cana-

rias, both well disposed to act in favour of a

rising, and the town of San Fernando being

infected, intercepted the passage of those troops

who might be directed to lay siege to Cadiz.

But while the patriots were employed in doing

this, the epidemic made its appearance there,

the garrison was ordered to quit the citv, with

the exception of the regiment of Soria, which

remained behind, and all communication was

cut off'.
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This dreadful calamity, however, did not

prevent the patriots who remained behind, from

entertaining an idea that the revolution might

yet be accomplished ; but the fever, which soon

after began its cruel ravages, convinced them

that it would be utter madness to expect success

under such circumstances, as the minds of all

were struck with horror and dismay, and en-

grossed only with the dreadful scourge that

desolated their hearths.

Meantime the military patriots, who were in

the different cantonments, did not remain inac-

tive. Frequent meetings were held, to concert

the means of carrying on their plan ; in one of

which it was resolved to fix the 12th of October

for its explosion, and Don Miguel Lopez Bafios

was nominated as the chief ; but this officer

declined the trust, and advised a further delay,

as very powerful reasons militated against its

success, were it to be then executed. Among
others was undoubtedly the dislike of the sol-

diery to go near those posts which were to serve

as points of support, and in which precisely the

VOL. in. Q
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fever raged most. Nor was it possible for the

troops to move forward, as the peasantry were

resolved not to allow their passage, because they

feared the epidemic might spread among them,

if they suffered those who had been in an infected

place to go near them. Under these circum-

stances a further delay was indispensable.

The great encampment formed at Las Corre-

deras, near Alcala de los Gazulcs, soon after,

contributed powerfully to strengthen the patri-

otic party, as most of those officers who had

been separated by the proceedings of Abisba]

were there assembled. Then it was that the

ties loosened by absence were drawn closer ;

that friendship, patriotism, and duty re-assumed

their powerful influence over all ; that those

vows, so fervently pronounced for the liberty

of their country, were renewed with fresh en-

thusiasm. Convinced that the salvation of their

country, and that of their imprisoned friends

was in their hands, they resolved to enter heart

and soul into whatever enterprise might be

formed to save them, and every preparatory
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measure required by circumstances was accord-

ingly taken.

Meantime the labours of the liberals of Cadiz

went on but slowly. How was it possible to

think of political changes amidst the desolating

effects of the fever ? when those who had been

fortunate enough to escape its baneful ravages,

were sunk in grief for the loss of wives, children,

parents, brothers, relations, or friends ? Yet,

though their numbers had been dreadfully

thinned, and though most of the remaining

patriots were in a state of convalescence, such

was the sacred love of country, that they con-

tinued holding their meetings, and lost not an

opportunity of forwarding their plan, and en-

deavouring to dispose matters so that it might

be carried into effect, immediately after the 1

cessation of the epidemic. This, however, con-

tinued to desolate the neighbouring towns as

well as Cadi/. Brigadier Omlin fell a victim to

it, as did also most of the officers who partici-

pated in the meditated revolution ;
and it was

a remarkable circumstance, that precisely those
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who were spared belonged to the contrary party.

About this time, too, the encampment of Las

Correderas was raised, and the different bodies

that composed it, took their posts in towns

distant from each other. By this event all inter-

course among the conspirators became extremely

difficult, and this was increased by the fresh

impediments raised by the agents of government,

who, owing to several imprudent hints inad-

vertently thrown out by some of the individuals

initiated into the secret, entertained suspicions

of the meditated enterprise, and watched with

the greatest vigilance the movements of the

patriots,
while on the other hand the sanitary

cordons, which ran even through the army, pre-

vented them from communicating by means of

letters or messengers. As the epidemic began

to abate, they saw with alarm that the embarka-

tion of the troops for the expedition would very

soon take place, everything being nearly ready,

in which case the ruin of their projects was

certain, and the liberty of their country delayed,

perhaps for years.
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Such was the state of affairs among the patriots

when our hero was liberated from the castle of

San Sebastian. Though the news he thus

learned were sufficiently afflicting for one who

loved his country so ardently, they were by no

means so bad as his imagination had pictured

while its workings were under the influence of

the gloom of a dungeon. He therefore, strove

to inspire his friends with the same confidence

of success which he felt within his own breast,

though in justice to those gentlemen, it must be

said that they were very far from shrinking from

their enterprise.

Galiano, who, as we have already remarked,

was one of the assembled patriots, volunteered

to go to Alcala de los Garzules where there was

a division of the army, and where Colonel Qui-

roga then was, to obtain every information

respecting the present stateof affairs, and concert,

according to this knowledge, their future opera-

tions. Great obstacles opposed themselves to

s measure, as he had not only to find his way
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through the sanitary cordon,* without being

observed by those who formed it, but pass un-

noticed by places where he was but too well

known. Besides, some of the gentlemen them-

selves entertained the idea that by his presence

there, he might introduce the contagion into that

town ; but he overruled by more sound and

weighty reasons all these arguments ; and it was,

therefore, agreed, that he should depart for the

army, accompanied by our hero, for whose ser-

vices there was ample room.

* The orders given to the military who formed this

cordon, consisted in shooting whosoever attempted to cros?

it, when they came from an infected place.
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CHAPTER XII.

Joy, joy, I see confcss'd from every eye,

Your limbs trea'l vig'rous, and your breasts I'Cat lusrh!

Thin tho' our ranks, tho' scanty be our batuh,

Bold are our hearts, and nervous are our han is.

With ui truth, justice, fame, and freedom clo=e,

Each singly e<[ual to a liost of foes :

I feel, I I'eel them, lill me out fur li^'lit!

They lilt my limbs as feather'd Hermes li^ht ?

HAVING happily accomplished their passage

through the sanitary cordon, near the city of

San Fernando, Galiano and Sandoval reached

Alcala dc los Gazules, where they took up their

quarters in a convent, which was then used as a

prison, and where Don Antonio Quiroga was

confined.

. This chief, as it has already been observed,

was arnono- the officers betravcd bv Abisbal,
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and one of the most decided patriots of the

army.* The natural elasticity of his spirits,

his firm and steady principles, and his courage

and perseverance, were proof against the mis-

* The imprisonment of this chief was rendered peculiarly

affecting by a little incident which occurred soon after,

and which gives a fair idea of the force of principle and

attachment in the Spanish women. His lady, to whom he

had been just married, and who was a native of Cadiz,

possessing all the attractions of her countrywomen, no

sooner received the news of his arrest, than she flew, without

even throwing a mantilla over her head, wild with grief

and despair, to the encampment where Abisbal was sur-

rounded by his troops. Having reached his presence, she

threw herself at his feet, and, dissolved in tears, begged, not

her husband's liberty, but to be allowed to share h ; s im-

prisonment. The officers and soldiers were greatly moved

at this spectacle ;
but the Count refused to grant her the

favour she implored. Unchecked by this, she tried other

means of attaining her object, in which, however, she was

at first unsuccessful. Meantime the yellow fever broke

out at Cadiz, and she was shut up in that city, like the

rest of the inhabitants
;
but this intrepid lady several

times broke through the sanitary cordon, and at last suc-

ceeded in penetrating into the prison where her husband

was confined. This she accomplished during the dead

of night, when she had to walk several miles for that

purpose.
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fortunes that had fallen to his share. Hence,

Far from allowing grief and despair to prey on

his mind, he encouraged his companions in

misfortune, and by degrees succeeded in bringing

over to his party those who guarded him, and

inspiring them with the same ardour which he

himself felt for his country's liberty.

Thus when our two visitors arrived at Alcala,

they had the pleasure of finding the best spirit

pervading the troops quartered there, and

Quiroga himself enjoying almost entire liberty.

A meeting was immediately called, at which

most of the officers attended, when Galiano

endeavoured, in an eloquent address, to kindle

still higher in their bosoms the sacred flame of

patriotism. At the same time, an officer arrived

from Medina Sidonia, bringing the agreeable

intelligence, that the corps in which he served

was desirous, even to a man, of being reckoned

among the supporters of any plan in contempla-

tion, as they were perfectly disgusted at the

perfidy of a government, which, notwithstanding

the most solemn promises, that they should never
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form part of an ultramarine expedition, intended

to send them among the first, and had issued

orders to that effect.

Galiano, observing the excellent spirit of these

troops, resolved to visit the various cantonments

of the expeditionary army, to ascertain how far

the other corps were inclined to act in favour of

a revolution, and plead with them the cause of

their country, for which his powerful eloquence

was eminently suited. This plan he executed

as far as the sanitary precautions, and the vigi-

lance of the agents of government, permitted.

During this mission, too, the election of a chief

was discussed, and the nomination fell on Don

Antonio Quiroga, who besides his past ser-

vices, and his seniority among the arrested Colo,

nels, enjoyed the regard of both officers and

soldiers to an eminent degree, which was no

small recommendation, and no less indispensable,

at the epoch of an insurrection, when it was of

vital importance that the soldiers individually

should place the utmost confidence in their

chief.
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After this tour, Galiano returned to Cadiz,

where he found his friends alarmed by an acci-

dent, which, had the agents of government then

been less supine, might have produced fatal

consequences. In their endeavours to collect

some funds, to defray the first expenses of the

rising, they had reckoned on the aid of some

patriots, who more zealous than discreet, dis-

closed the existence of the meditated plot, and the

names of its managers. They were, however,

fortunate enough in hushing up those rumours ;

but lost all hope of finding the necessary funds.

The efforts which they made afterwards to

obtain them were attended with almost insu-

perable difficulties, and the reader would think

it impossible, that the whole sura employed in

the execution of such a vast undertaking did

not exceed 16,000 dollars.* This speaks vo-

lumes for the disinterested patriotism
of tin

Spanish military of that epoch.

The month of November had already expired,
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and the conspirators were now more convinced

than ever, that the execution of their plan ought

not to be delayed much longer, as the expedi-

tion would certainly begin to sail towards the

end of December, when the yellow fever would

then have entirely subsided. The rising, how-

ever, presented many serious difficulties, among

which may be reckoned the situation of the

army, which being scattered over a large tract

of country, was consequently deprived of that

force, both moral and physical, which belongs

exclusively to union. The difficulty of com-

munication, which necessarily created many

misunderstandings among the projectors of the

plot, contributed also to retard their intended

operations.

At about* this time the gallant Don Raphael

del Riego, whom a severe illness had compelled,

shortly after AbisbaFs treachery, to retire to

* For many of the following details the author is in-

debted to an ably written narrative, published by Colonels

Miranda and ISan Miguel, both eye-witnesses and actors in

the scenes here described.
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Bornos (a watering place,) for the re-establish-

ment of his health, appeared on the scene, and

joined the regiment of Asturias, of which he

was the second in command, and of which he

became the first, owing to their Colonel being

in the prisons of Cadiz, whither he had been

sent by Abisbal. In consequence of his illness,

Riego was at that moment labouring under ex-

treme debility ; but his mind, naturally ardent,

firm, active and undaunted, was not impaired

by his bodily sufferings. On the contrary, the

abhorrence, which he had so long been nursing,

for the tyrannical proceedings of government

and their agents, could hardly be contained

within his bosom; and no sooner, did he see

a probability of rescuing his country from the

domination of despotism, than he leapt into

the arena, to wrestle with the monster hand to

hand, all the while endeavouring to impart sonic

of his own unconquerable spirit to others. Tlu-

greatest part of the officers of his regiment

were his bosom friends, and equally determined

to bo the first, if called upon, to assert the-
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rights of the nation, and seal them with their

blood. The minds of men were now in a state

of extraordinary effervescence. Riego urged on

his friends with his usual ardour, and they lost

no opportunity of forwarding their undertaking.

Individually or jointly they all laboured towards

the same object. Quiroga himself, though shut

up in his convent, did all that a man in his situ-

ation could possibly do. The rising was accord-

ingly resolved upon, and the first day of the new

year was fixed for uttering the first cry of Span-

ish regeneration.

During this busy period of our history, it

may be easily believed, that our hero did not

remain idle. The friendship which united him

with Don Raphael del Riego urged him to

place himself under his immediate orders, and

his enthusiasm for the cause be served, of which

none had a more exalted idea, excited him to

exertions almost incredible, which left him

scarcely any time for sleep or refreshment.

Naturally bold, he delighted in executing those

commissions, in which danger stared him every
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where in the face. He broke through the

sanitary cordons, and penetrated into those

places from which others were driven back by

the vigilance of the spies of government. The

details of his journeys and visits might form

an interesting memoir of those revolutionary

times; but our limits do not allow us to give

them here, and we must confine ourselves to

those features which are of a more important

and general interest.

As all the troops composing the expedi-

tionary army were not in the secret of the plot,

the operations of the patriots must naturally

have been of a nature at once bold and prudent,

wisely conceived and skilfully executed, else

their heads would have paid the forfeit of a

failure. Accordingly a plan was drawn up in

which a simultaneous movement of the various

regiments, which were to participate in the un-

dertaking, was to take place, by which those

troops that had no share in it were to be sur-

prised, the Isla, and all its fortifications seized,

and Cadiz occupied. The magnitude of this
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undertaking is heightened by the consideration,

that the force which was to execute it, hardly

composed one-fourth part of the number of

their antagonists, who'moreover had the advan-

tage of ground, and were equally brave and well-

disciplined. But, whatever was wanting on the

score of numbers or situation, was amply made

up by the enthusiasm and resolution of the

patriotic band, who had sworn to conquer or die

in the attempt.

At length the memorable day came on which

the effort was to be made. As we have already

observed, our hero was then with Riego, to whom

the most perilous part of the undertaking had

been assigned ; namely, surprising the head-

quarters of the expeditionary army, and the

arrest of the General-in- chief and Staff. On

the night preceding, Riego and his friends held

various conferences respecting the best manner

of executing their plan, which, we ought here

to remark, had materially varied in its object

from that which the masons of Madrid had once

projected, and of which we gave a slight sketch
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in Chapter Vth of this book. Sandoval could have

wished that the original plan had been followed

up; but as the imprisonment of his masonic

friends in the capital, and of Anselmo in parti-

cular, through whose agency matters were to

have been managed there, had left them with-

out resource; and as, moreover, the formation of

a new channel of correspondence required too

much time, and was attended by too many

dangers, he was obliged to subscribe to the

innovation, which afterwards brought on such

fatal consequences.

The whole of that night was spent by Riego

and his friends in making the necessary prepa-

rations to ensure the success of the bold opera-

tions which had been allotted to them. The

obstacles by which they were surrounded were

innumerable, the village of Las Cabezas being

situated in the midst of three head-quarters,

that of the cavalry, at Utrera, that of the 2d

Division of Infantry, at Lebrija, and that of the

General-m-chief, at Arcos. It was evident that

the least movement made by the troops of Kiego,
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which consisted only of one regiment, might be

observed, and crushed from the beginning ; but

this intrepid chief was not to be dismayed by

these or greater difficulties.

Early on the following day sentries were

posted round the village, with orders to allow no

human being to quit it, and the rumbling sounds

of drums were heard calling the military to arms.

The day was overcast, and rainbegan topour down

in violent showers. This was an ominous sign

for our friend Roque, who was almost stupified

at seeing the extravagant demonstrations of joy

manifested by the latter at hearing those sounds.

" Hark ! Roque,'' he exclaimed, leaping from

the bed, where he had an instant before thrown

himself to snatch an hour's rest,
" the drum

beats ! It calls us together to utter the cry

which is to give freedom to our country ! My
sword, my sword quickly. Angels, who watch

over a nation's happiness, lend us' your assist-

ance in this glorious hour ! And thou, swift

winged fame, spread out thy pinions, soar high,
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sound loudly thy hundred clarions, and tell the

world of our daring ! My hat, hasten with It,

you droning rascal ! I shall be too late. Let

me once utter the liberating word, and then

oh ! then, death shall be welcome !"

As he pronounced these words, he snatched

from his servant's hands the various articles of

equipment, and adjusted them with all possible

haste. "You arc in a devil of a hurry," said

Roque,
"
though you have yet a whole hour

before you, as you may see by this watch."

The watch caught Sandoval's eye. He looked

at it with an air of surprise, snatched it from

Roque, and examined it again.
" How did

you come by this watch ?" he enquired.

"What!" exclaimed his servant, "do you

stop to ask questions, when you have hardly

time to girdle your sword? You will be too

late, Sir, you had better go.
v

"
I'll break your ugly pate, you rascal, if

you don't inform me immediately how you got

this," said Sandoval, kissing the watch.
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" If we are come to that,
11

replied Roque,

putting a letter into his hand,
"
why, then you

had better read that."

Our hero instantly broke open the letter,

and read as follows.

"
Seville, Dec. 28, 1819.

"For God and the Virgin's sake, my dearest

Sir, pray, hasten to this city without an instant

loss of time. Oh, Sir ! such a misfortune has

happened, will happen, I mean if you do not

come to save one who loves you more than

herself, and whom you alone can save. I wish

I could tell you what it is ; but there is no time,

and I should be afraid to trust it to paper. I

do not even dare sign this ; but the bearer will

give you a pledge, which, I am sure, you wijl

not mistake, and which bears the signet of her

who breathes only for you."

This note left Sandoval transfixed to the

spot. How was it possible for him to resist the

summons thus conveyed to him, and yet aban-

don, at a moment so critical, the cause in which
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he was engaged ? To forsake the cause in the

hour of need, when he had been labouring to

obtain its success by years of toils, miseries,

and persecutions, he could not resolve on ; and

yet to leave unprotected the being whom he

so tenderly loved, when danger threatened, and

when he alone could save her, was equally

impossible. In both cases it was betraying

duties which he held as sacred ; -it was desert-

ing friends who were equally entitled to his

support. Uncertain what step to take, he stood

motionless, his eyes fixed on the paper he held

in his hand. Suddenly, however, he drew a

long sigh, and asked where the bearer of the

message was. " Far enough, I trow,
v

replied

Roquc,
" if he continued his journey as when

he first started, for no sooner he ascertained

that I was your servant, than giving me those

things he scampered off' as light as a buck, and

would not wait for an answer.

" Not wait for an answer ?" repeated San-

doval to himself. " This coin! net is mvs-

terious There is a stratagem in it. What
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if Fermin be at the bottom of it ? His arrival

at Seville to be Commandant at arms in that

city, I have heard for certain. Doubtless he

suspects our designs, and wishes to separate

me from my party. He is again at his favourite

game ; but he will find it difficult to win it

from me. I am no dupe, and will not desist

from my undertaking. Then Gabriela at Seville !

Why should she be there ? Neither the hand-

writing, nor the style of the letter are her's ; they

appear to me Rosa's, but the watch is her's.

How came Fermin by it, if he sent it ? Ah !

I dare not investigate it. Six months have now

elapsed since I saw her, and who knows what

may have happened in the meantime ? Yet

before I give up my country's cause, I must

be certain that Gabriela is at Seville, and

stands in need of my assistance. I'll send

Roque there, and meanwhile we may have here

carried our point."

Thus Sandoval reasoned with himself, and

having adopted this resolution, ordered his

servant immediately to take horse, ride to Seville
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with all speed, find out Gabriela or her family,

learn the situation in which she stood, and join

him again, wherever he should happen to be,

his intention being to run the same risks as his

friend Riego. Having given Roque these di-

rections, he wished him a quick and safe return,

and then hastened to join the troops, who were

assembling in an open place to proclaim the

Constitution.

As he traversed the streets for this purpose,

he observed with delight the cheerfulness of

the soldiery, and their alacrity in joining their

ranks. They had just received a small ration

of brandy, and some of them were still in the act

of sipping it.
"
Captain !" said a soldier to San-

doval, as he passed by, who held a small gourd

in his hand, "you know the proverb,
'

ayua

sobre agna, ni cura ni lava\* therefore, I'll

even drink a drop of aqua vita to the success

of our cause, and to keep off the damp/'

* Water upon \vater neither cures nor washes
; meaning,

too much of a good thing is good lor nothing, it bung

then raining fast.
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Saying which he lifted the gourd to his lips,

and fixed steadily above his eyes, which did not

wink even once, notwithstanding the rain that

pelted down ; after which he ran his tongue

round his
lips, smacked them twice, and jerking

his gourd over his head, flew speedily to join

his comrades. The bustle of the soldiers, and

the precaution of surrounding the village, excited

the surprise and curiosity of the inhabitants,

who followed the former to the place of rendez-

vous. The chief, and the rest of the officers,

were already on the ground, and the troops

were forming when Sandoval arrived. "
I

thought you had deserted us," said Ricgo to

him, smiling,
" and I began to doubt my own

patriotism/
1

" Had there been no smile about your lips,"

said Sandoval in the same manner,
"

I should

have been tempted to try your skill at tilting.'

1

" You will probably see enough of that even

before our glorious toils are over," returned

Riego.

The troops being drawn up, the unfurled ban-
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ners of the regiment waved in the air, now rent

by the sound of drums beating in quick time.

When this ceased, a dead silence prevailed.

Riego, then, stepped forward, and having de-

livered an energetic address to the military, in

which the sacred duty they were now called

upon to perform towards their country was ex-

pressed in vigorous language, he proclaimed the

Constitution of the Spanish Monarchy, in a

voice, far louder and stronger than his natural

one. The most enthusiastic vivas then burst

from every mouth, and the hats and bonnets

waved on high, while the whole population of

Las Cabezas, struck with wonder and admi-

ration, stood contemplating this animated scene,

with that silent astonishment which a bold and

generous action usually inspires. A proclama-

tion drawn up for the occasion was then read to

them, after which the election of the civil con-

stitutional authorities took place.

The time occupied in establishing these

authorities, and procuring the necessary articles

for his troops, detained Riego at Las Cabe/as

VOL. m. it
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till about three in the afternoon, when he at

leng h sallied out at the head of his gallant

band, to proceed to Arcos, where the General-

in-chief had his quarters. Their line of march lay

through cross roads, which were almost entirely

broken up by the incessant rains that had fallen,

and still continued to fall. Night came on apace,

and darkness soon involved them in its sable

mantle ; but the soldiers, inspired by the example

of their chief, who, notwithstanding his bodily

weakness, marched the greatest part of the time

on foot, proceeded steadily on, without uttering

a murmur of discontent ; but, on the contrary,

swearing eternal obedience to their chief, and

attachment to their country's cause. At three

in the morning, they arrived within a short

distance of Arcos, where, according to a previous

arrangement, the regiment of Seville Avas to

join them ; but, owing to the ignorance of the

guides, that regiment had taken a wrong direc-

tion. This was peculiarly unfortunate, as the

troops quartered atArcos were twice as numerous

as those of liiego, and the blow could not be
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delayed, lest they should become aware of the

plan of the patriots, and fortify themselves in the

town. In this emergency, Riego's presence of

mind did not abandon him ; he distributed his

men in parties, and gave the word to advance

rapidly upon the town. Fortune favoured his

boldness. The Generals were arrested
;

the

Constitution was proclaimed; new authorities

nominated, and Arcos resounded with the shouts

of liberty. Information of the deed which had

been achieved, was immediately sent to Quiroga.

This flattering situation, however, was not

without its dangers. The troops engaged in

these movements consisted only of two regi-

ments, that of Seville having now joined their

companions of the regiment of Asturias ; their

position was by no means inaccessible; of

Quiroga's movements, they were still ignorant;

and they were surrounded by 12,000 men of

the expeditionary army, who were ready to act

against them. Some officers of the second
D

battalion, quartered at Bornos, having assured

Riego that their regiment would join them, he

R 2
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resolved to march upon that town, and bring

them over to him, though there existed too many

reasons for believing that the superior officers

were hostile. Accordingly, at three o'clock on

the following morning, this indefatigable patriot

selected three hundred men, and proceeded

to Bornos. On arriving within musket-shot of

the town, he posted his men, and advanced to

the entrance with only two scouts. Here he

met some of the officers who were in the secret

of the plot, and concerted with them the occu-

pation of the town. The drums then beat the

generate ; the troops of Bornos came out to meet

him, and they all re-entered the place amidst the

most enthusiastic vivas of the soldiery, who

with one accord proclaimed Riego their General.

The civil and military authorities then took

their oath to the Constitution, and thus Iliego

gained new defenders.

The joy which these events were calculated

to produce, was somewhat embittered by the un-

certainty of what might have happened to

General Quiroga, of whose operations they as
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yet knew nothing ; but the fact was, that the

incessant rains had so much swelled the rivers,

that he had been unable to join Kiego with his

small forces. Meantime, however, the latter

determined to march upon Xerez and Puerto

Santa Maria, to proclaim there the Constitution,

which he accordingly did.

In the latter town, they had the pleasure of

being joined by the chiefs who had been con-

fined by Abisbal's orders in the castle of San

Sebastian, whohad succeeded in escaping through

the agency of a patriotic friend of their?, who was

also obliged to accompany them in their flight.

After changing the authorities, Riego proceeded

to the Isla, which the troops of Quiroga had

succeeded in making themselves masters of, and

joined them there, forming in all about five

thousand men.

The pleasure felt by the united patriots was

as sincere as it was general, and they now en-

deavoured to ensure the success of their cause,

by adopting those measures which were most

likely to produce it. After confirming the norm-
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nations previously made of Quiroga as General-

in-chief, and Iliego as Commandant General of

the existing forces, several proclamations were

issued to the army, and to the inhabitants of

the Andaluzias, as well as a Manifesto to the

Nation ; the Constitution was solemnly pro-

claimed in the city of San Fernando, amidst the

acclamations of the people, and operations were

planned for taking possession of Cadiz. This,

however, was not so easily accomplished ; fox

though the patriots of that city did all they

could to favour the movement of the " National

Army," (as it was now designated) both the

military and civil authorities redoubled their

activity and vigilance, and frustrated their

patriotic designs.

Meantime the rest of the army, whose co-

operation the troops of the Isla had anticipated,

and were every moment expecting, remained

passive, owing, no doubt, to the circumstances

by which they were surrounded, several of the

battalions better disposed to favour the views of

the patriots having received orders to remove to
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more distant points. Don Jose OTJonnell, a

royalist General, had now left Algeziras at the

head of a numerous column, and issued procla-

mations against the patriots, while General

Freire, who had at first refused the chief com-

mand, had now accepted it, and was beginning

to assume a hostile attitude. These and other

circumstances calculated to produce dismay in

the minds of the soldiers of the National Army,

did not even shake the resolution they had

adopted to sacrifice their lives in support of the

cause.

On the 10th of January, Riego made a sortie,

at the head of a column, to favour the entrance

into the Isla of a brigade of artillery, and of a

regiment of infantry, who had received orders

from the royalist General to enter Cadiz. At

his approach the king's troops fled, and Riego,

joined by the above detachments, re-entered the

Isla, adding strength and spirit to their cause.

They then made a successful attack upon the

arsenal ofLaCarraca, where they found abundance

of provisions and ammunition, at the same time
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capturing a man of war, laden with powder for

the expedition. This happy event, as import-

ant in its result as it had been bold in its execu-

tion, encouraged them to venture upon a greater

undertaking. An attack on the Cortadura was

resolved upon, and though it was not attended

with success, owing principally to the nature of

the ground, and to the incessant rains, the

patriots behaved with their usual bravery, and

Riego with incredible intrepidity ; for even

after he had fallen from a height of nearly fifty

feet, and received a serious contusion, he con-

tinued directing the assault. On their return

to their quarters, this chief suffered greatly from

the results of his fall, and he was obliged to

keep his bed for some days.

The failure of the attack upon the Cortadura,

instead of damping the spirits of the National

Army only inflamed them more, and several

plans were formed to renew their efforts in taking

it, which, however, were not carried into effect,

on account of the violent storms that occurred,

and which are so frequent in that bay in the
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month of January. But, in the meantime, they

were not idle ; on the contrary, they laboured

incessantly to strengthen their position in the

Isla, organize and discipline their army, and

prepare their future operations.

Though hardly recovered from his contusion,

Riego took charge of a sortie more perilous

than any he had previously undertaken, to

favour a rising which the patriots of Cadiz con-

templated, by making a diversion on the Puerto

de Santa Maria. The gallantry displayed by

his little band, is beyond all description. They

obliged the royalist troops, thrice the strength

of theirs in number and arms, to retreat during

the two charges they sustained from them, and

entered that town amidst the most cordial accla-

mations on the part of the inhabitants. One of

Riego's soldiers alone arrested the progress of

an advanced party of ten horsemen of the royal

carabineers, who were reputed the most formi-

dable corps of the army.

On the following day, when Kiego's flying

column had re-entered the Isla, they received

it 3



370 SANDOVAL ; OE,

the unwelcome news of the discomfiture of the

project meditated by their friends in Cadiz,

which was accompanied by those imprisonments,

and other misfortunes, with which failures of

this nature are usually attended. Thus their

hope of succeeding in obtaining possession of

Cadiz was lessened, and their situation became

every day more critical. Their combinations

Avere thwarted by the vigilance of their adver-

saries ; of the other troops, none openly declared

for the cause of their country ; the people at

large were seemingly passive to their movements;

the army of Freire was now in motion, every

where subduing the spirits of those who were

better disposed ; their force amounted hardly

to the fourth part of that of their adversaries ;

and being reduced to the small circle of the Isla,

they were exposed to a blockade, which might

produce a fatal reaction. Such were some of

the most obvious dangers and inconveniences

by which the National Army was surrounded.

Riego, who during his excursions had ob-

served the favourable agitation produced by the
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presence of his troops, and by the proclamations

he spread about, and who, moreover, dreaded

a state of inaction, which could not fail to damp

the ardour of the soldiers, presented a plan to

the council of officers, in which he proposed to

make an excursion at the head of a column, for

the purpose of propagating the flame of patri-

otism, and giving the people an opportunity of

freely manifesting their sentiments, now subdued

by terror
;

as well as bringing over to their

banners those troops which dared not yet de-

clare themselves ; to collect supplies, and show

their enemies, that fear did not compel them to

remain inactive, as they insidiously represented

in their proclamations. This plan met with

great opposition from several of the other chiefs,

who dreaded the withdrawal of a part of their

forces, and the defeat of a flying column which

had to meet with almost insurmountable obsta-

cles ; but lliego promised to overcome them all

by courage and perseverance; and as in their

reduced circumstances 5 such a plan was by tar

the best that could be devised, it was at length
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agreed to, that he should try his fortune with

fifteen hundred chosen men.

As Sandoval was now attached to the staff of

this General he prepared himself to accompany

him in this memorable expedition.
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CHAPTER XIII.

Tis true, they are a lawless brood,

But rough in form, nor mild in mood ;

And every creed, and every race,

With them had found may find a place;

Friendship for each and faith to all,

And vengeance vowed to those who fall,

Have made them fitting instruments

For more than even my own intents.

The Bride of Abydos.

WE must now beg our readers to follow

Roque to Seville, whither, agreeable to his

master's commands, he had directed his steps ;

sorry, on one hand, to leave him at the moment

of danger, and when lie must stand greatly in

need of his services during long and painful

marches; andglad, on the other, hehad separated

from him, because should any reverse occur.
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he would still be free to do something for his

liberation. In this frame of mind, he travelled

on, making various conjectures as to the motives

that had brought Dofia Gabriela to Andaluzia,

the most probable of which, he thought, was her

marriage with Don Fermin, who,hehad heard his

master say, had been appointed Commandant at

arms of Seville. But a doubt arose in his mind,

namely, why, if she were living with her husband,

should she stand in need of any other protector?

This puzzling query made him conscious of the

folly of attempting to guess at things, in which

one has no fixed premises to go upon, so he

dropped the subject altogether, and adopted

the wiser resolution of waiting the more natural

explanations which time and circumstances

could not fail to offer.

It was late at night before Iloque reached

Seville, his journey having been considerably

lengthened by the winding roads he had been

obliged to take in order to avoid the sanitary pre-

cautions, which were still in force, though by no

means so vigorously kept up as when the fever
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was at its height. Finding on his arrival there,

that the city gates were closed, he took up his

quarters for the night at an inn in the suburbs,

the mean appearance of which excluded all idea

of comfort. Having acquitted himself of his

duty towards his fatigued steed, he entered

the kitchen, which, like those of most inns of

this description, was paved with large round

stones. Here he found assembled the various

travellers it contained. As he cast his eyes

round the room, he was struck with the unpre-

possessing look of most of the guests, who, he

soon discovered, belonged to that race of villains

called gitanos or gipsies, which still infest the

southern provinces of Spain, where they follow

their innate propensities to cheating and stealing,

particularly horses, mules, and donkeys, which

they are so expert in altering, that half an hour

after they have stolen one of these animals, they

bring him out into the market, and often hell

him to the very man from whom they have

stolen him; a discovery which the buyer makes

only when the animal proves his identity by
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exhibiting some of his old tricks; that is, when

there is no remedy for it. Although these men

no longer possess that formidable power which

rendered them once so dangerous, still the kind

of secret association which they form for mutu-

ally aiding each other in their plans of plunder

and villany, the peculiar dialect they use, and

the cunning they exhibit the better to conceal

them from others, as well as the tenacity with

which they keep each others secrets, not unfre-

quently cause them to be chosen for ministers

of private revenge, and executors of dark

projects.

Roque, who had a particular dislike to this

unbaptized race, because he himself, being all

honesty, had more than once been their dupe,

could hardly conceal his displeasure at finding

himself in the midst of a knot of scoundrels,

who might be tempted to despoil him of the

little he had about him; while they, on their

gide, cast on him sidelong glances, exchanged

significant
looks with each other, whispered

mysteriously, and evinced every symptom of
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considering him as an intruder. The time of

night did not permit Roque to think of getting

other quarters, and if it had, fatigued and wet

to the skin, as he was, it is probable he would

not have taken the trouble. He, therefore, sat

down in a corner of the hearth, on which a

cheerful fire blazed, ate a plateful of fricasee,

consisting of coagulated blood and lights,

which the hostess gave him for his supper, and

drank some glasses of tolerable wine, which

relished still better with the excellent pickled

olives for which Seville is so famous. He then

wrapt himself up in his cloak, and drew nearer

the fire, with the intention of passing the night

there, and watching the motions of the gitanos,

while he pretended to compose himself to

sleep.

This being observed by those men, they

substituted for whispering their natural tones ;

but as their language was in their peculiar

gibberish, Roque remained ignorant of the

purport of their conference. It. was only after

a little while, that he heard somebody come
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in, and ask, in pure Castilian, and in a voice

which he thought familiar to his ear,
"

if they

were all ready ?" The answer being in the

affirmative, the new comer expressed his satis-

faction, and desired them to follow him. It

was impossible for Roque to mistake now Ar-

timana's voice, for it had a peculiar disagree-

able shrillness which left a lasting impression

on the hearer's recollection. Perceiving that

the kitchen was vacated by them all, and ima-

gining that Artimana's connection with those

men could be for no good purpose, and might

be interwoven with the object of his mission,

he rose, determined to follow them, and dis-

cover their plan.

The night was dark and rainy ;
but the

treading of their feet seemed to guide Roque,

who followed them at a distance, as softly as

possible, to the place whither they were going,

which he, judging by the murmur of the

waters becoming more audible as they advan-O /

ced, imagined must lie about the banks of the

Guadalquivir. In this he was not mistaken ;
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the rapid current of the river, swelled by the

rains which had fallen, soon drowned in its noisy

clamour the footsteps of the party, and he was

compelled to hasten his in order not to lose their

track. As they came to the borders of the

river, they followed a path near its edge, which

brought them to a place covered with copse-

wood, where they halted, and remained appa-

rently in consultation for about ten minutes,

during which the glimmerings of a light were

perceivable, gliding rapidly along the shore, and

moving in the direction of the town. As it

approached the place where the party stood,

Iloque, who was now close to them, concealed

behind some tall shrubs, heard a bustle among

them, as if they all were taking to their boats,

and then the plashing of oars, both from their

own rowers, and from those of the boat which

was coming up, and which seemed to be a

large and well manned barge. Cries of,
" Ward

off'! Ship your oars !" were heard, and this was

immediately obeyed by the approaching barge.

Iloque now drew nearer, though cautiously

skrecning his person behind the trunk of a large
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tree within a few paces of the river, and heard

a voice, which he easily recognized as that of

Fermin, demanding aloud who presumed to stop

them on their way ; and then adding
" Row

away, boatmen, and mind you obey no other

commands than mine."

The rowers stood still, and he repeated his

orders in a more decided tone, when the assail-

ing party commenced an attack, apparently

with bludgeons, amidst volleys of horrible oaths

and threats. The report of a pistol was now

heard, by the flash of which Roque caught a

glimpse of Fermm's face. The lanthorn was

shattered to pieces, and a severe conflict ensued,

during which the utmost confusion prevailed.

The darkness which involved the struggling

parties prevented Roque from distinguishing

anything; but amidst the blows, oaths, and

uproar thus raised, he could distinctly hear the

shrill screams of females, and the threats of

Fermin to run any one through who should

dare lay their hands on them. " D n him,

pitch him into the water !"' was the general

shout, and the contest seemed to become more
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animated. Presently a plunge was heard, ac-

companied by two or three piercing cries from

the females, and for a moment a dead silence

prevailed. Fresh screams, however, soon dis-

turbed it, among which Dona Angela's voice,

exclaiming
" Oh my daughter, my daughter,

villains ! tear her not from me," struck Roque

to the soul.

"
Gag the old woman and row away with

her," cried one of the group. A plunge was

next heard. " Perdition to your souls !" con-

tinued the same voice,
"
why let you the young

one leap into the water ? Pick her up ! and

take her to the land."

Soon after a boat came on shore, and Roque

heard some men leap out, and lay on the beach

a burthen, which his fears led him to suspect

might be Dofia Gabriela. The rest of the party

landed immediately after, and the barge which

had been thus attacked was ordered to proceed.

"Here is a pretty job !"" said Artimana, as if

examining the body,
" our prize is lifeless."
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" Ay ; but not dead," said one of the men.

" Let us lose no time, however, and take her

to our old hag. She'll soon bring her round,

I promise you."

This advice was immediately followed, two

men taking up the inanimate body of the female,

and bearing it away on their shoulders, lloque,

who from the first instant saw no possibility of

affording assistance to the distressed party ; no

human soul, save the ravishers, being heard

moving about, and who imagined he might ren-

der more eff'ectxial relief to his friends by watch-

ing the motions of the assailants, determined to

dog their steps, and see where Gabriela was

deposited. Accordingly he proceeded, as cau-

tiously as before, through the path which the

party followed, and which lay along the ridge

of a hill in an opposite direction from that of

the town. In his way, he carefully noted every

remarkable object he met, that on a future occa-

sion he might be better able to discover the

place. After about a quarter of an hour's walk,
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the party suddenly stopped, and one of the men

giving a shrill whistle, the door of a mean hut

flew open.

Anxious toascertain if the female they brought

with them was really Gabriela, Roque drew as

near the cottage as possible, skreening his person

behind an orange tree, close by the door, and

succeeded in catching a glimpse of the ill-fated

girl, by the light of a lamp which an old woman

held in her hand, as she stood at the entrance

of the hut. The long tresses of Gabriela's

black hair, still wet by the immersion she had

svistained, fell lank and straight about her face,

now overspread by a death-like paleness ; her

head hung down languidly, as well as her arms,

and every article of her dress was dripping wet.

Riveted to the spot, Roquc gazed on the lifeless

body of the idol of his master's heart with a

feeling so painful and overpowering that it ex-

cluded all hope of Dona Gabriela's recovery, as

well as the danger by which he himself was

surrounded. Soon, however, he felt himself

strongly grasped by the throat, and routed bv u
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voice thundering in his ears "Who the devil

are you ? Hollo there ! a light !"

At these words several of the party rushed

out of the hut, and surrounding the unfortunate

Roque, dragged him towards the door, where the

same old woman he had before seen passed her

lamp across his face. " I know nothing of

him," said she, and then added a few words in

their dialect.

"Ay," exclaimed they all, "that will be the

safest plan."

At these words Artimafia came forward, and

inquired the motive of their alarm. On Roque

being pointed out, he looked earnestly at him,

without giving any signs of recognition. He

however put several questions to him, respecting

the motives that had brought him there, which

Roque answered with great presence of mind,

attributing the whole to mere chance ; but, un-

fortunately, one of the ruffians recognized him

as the traveller who had alighted at the inn

where they had assembled, and it was resolved

on the spot
" to despatch him," in order to
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avoid detection. "
By my life !" cried Artima-

fia, fixing his eyes on lloque,
"
methinks, I have

seen the fellow's face somewhere, and have a

vague notion of his mission. I must see into

it closely."

He then spoke aside with some of his con-

federates, from which it resulted, that Roque

was strongly pinioned, conducted through

various paths to the gates of Seville, which were

opened at Artimafia's request, and then lodged

in a solitary cell of the city prison.

Here we must leave him, to return to the

Isla, where we left his master preparing to de-

part with the flying column under the command

of Riego, which, as we have already observed,

consisted of fifteen hundred chosen men. As

a circumstantial account of the extraordinary

labours, dangers and fatigues of this column

would lead us considerably beyond our limits

the reader must remain satisfied with the prin-

cipal features of this truly glorious expedition.

The energetic addresses delivered by Iliego&

to his troops raised their enthusiasm to the

VOL. in. s
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highest pitch, and made them overcome obstacles

apparently insurmountable. On the day they

left the Isla, the royalist General-in-chief, Freire,

arrived at Puerto with a considerable force, and,

immediately after learning the above intelligence,

dispatched in their pursuit a strong body of

horse commanded by an experienced soldier,

Don Jose O'Donnell, a brother of Count Abisbal.

On the following day Riego, and his little army,

entered Verjer amidst the sounds of bells, and

the acclamations of the inhabitants, and having' O

published here the Constitution, proceeded

through the rugged mountains of Arretin and

Ojen to Algeziras, which they reached after two

days
1

painful march. The joy manifested by

the inhabitants of this town was extreme, and

gave the patriots the cheering hope, that the

whole country around would soon rise up in

mass to support their cause ; but on the follow-

ing day the enthusiasm shewn by the people

had greatly subsided ; the idea that the patriotic

band was too disproportionate in strength to that

of their antagonists, who were now fast approach-
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ing, having taken possession of their minds.

Here, however, the patriots were compelled to

remain longer than it was their intention, owing

to various uncontroulable circumstances. Mean-

time Riego, who was resolved to attack his

adversaries in the field, made every necessary

disposition to carry this plan into execution ;

but a dispatch from General Quiroga, in which

he imparted to him the distress to which they

were reduced by their want of supplies, and in

which he requested his immediate return, with

whatever he had collected, made him give up

the idea of attacking the enemy, in order to carry

supplies to his friends. Accordingly the patri-

otic band left Alge/iras in the direction of Verjer,

and during the night bivouacked on the high-

lands of Ojen. Karly the following day, the

enemy made their appearance on the plains of

Taibilla, their columns occupying both sides of

the road, and consisting of a body of cavalry

eight hundred strong, who, ready to act in that

extensive plain, were strong enough to rout a

band composed entirely of infantry. Unintimi-

c Oa f*
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dated by this danger, the patriots halted, and

their chief, forming them into three close columns

by echellons, the better to sustain the charge of

the enemy, and covering the rear guard with

two companies of chasseurs, ordered them to

advance boldly. Suddenly the air was rent

with the voices of the patriots shouting their

accustomed vivas a la Patria, and d la Constitu-

tion, after which the march began slowly, but

resolutely ; and the following war song, so full

of vigorous images and inspiring sentiments,

was sung by them all :

Coro. Chorus.

Sldados, la Patria L ft for your native land .'

nos llama d la lid, Answer her cry !

juremos por ella Smear by her banner

veneer, d morir. To conquer or die !

Serenos, alegres, Light-hearted, confiding,

valientes, osados, Undaunted, unshaken,

cantemos, soldados, Your war hymn awaken

el himno a la lid. A= om

Y a nuestros acentos Till the

el orbe se admire, Shall pa

y en nosotros mire And owi

ard ye speed,

atiuns up>taitiug

se at the blast,

us at last

los hijos del Cid. For the sons of the Cid.

Soldailos, &c. Up, &c.
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Rlandamos el hierro,

<|ue el timiilo esclavo

del lilirc, del bravo.

La faz no osa ver.

Sus huestes, cual hutno,

vereis disipadas,

y a nuestras espadas

fugaces corner.

Soldados, Sec.

: El nmndo vio iiunca

mas noble osadia?

Lucio nunca nil dia

i mas grande en valor,

Que aquel que intlamados

nos vimos del fuego

qiie excitara en Kiego

de patria el amor?

So/dados, &e.

Honor al raiidillo,

lionor al primero,

i|iie el patriota aeero

oso fiilniinar.

La patria atligida

oyo sus aeen'os,

y vio sus toriiKMitos

en gozo tuni.ir.

XufdU'tOK. &r.

Su voz fu" sopiiiila,

Ml voz file CM'iu-liac'.a,

luliiinos en nada

soldailos inorii ;

Y osadus i|<iisiniu3

romper la i-adona

i|ire de a front a llcna

.Id bravo el vivir.

Solda>l>.i, &.-.

Let the (lash of your swords,

As ye brandish them high,

Be a blight to the eye

Of the coward, the slave.

Like the hill-vapours scared

By the glance of the day,

Ye shall see their array

Sh :n the shock of the brave.

Up, &c.

Hath the world ever looked

On a nobler assay.?

Hath so brilliant a day

Graced the annals of fame,

Than when the hut zeal,

That Riewo first woke,

Through each burning heart brokt-

Into one mighty flame?

L'p,&c.

Hail, hail to the chieftain.

All lioimur to him

Who lirst in the i.'l<'am

Of that Ihrht bared the -word'

The drooping land heard him,

For slotting hi-r fears,

And smiled through hertear-i,

As she hum; mi his word.

L'p.fiF.

Hi* c-ni' was re-eohoed,

His call was obeyed,

We h.dtrd t!ie blaile,

And we fought for a fame.

\Ve tlionul-.r not of.lrafli

While we das'icd from around 'i

The chain- that lead bound :>

'J'o -la'-ery and -name.

If; Sit.
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Rompimosla, amigos ; Yes, comrades, we broke them,

que el vil que la lleba Let those who yet wear

insano se atreva The vile manacles dare

su frente mostrar. Meet the glance of the brave.

Nosotros, yalibres, We, changed unto manhood,

en hombres tornados By liberty, now,

sabremos, soldados, Shall humble the brow

su audacia humillar. Of the insolent slave.

So/dados, &c. Up, &c.

Al arma ya tocan, The onset hath sounded !

las armas tan solo, We grasp in each hilt

el crimen, el dolo A fate for the guilt

sabran abatir. And the falsehood of years.

Que tiemblen, que tiemblen, They tremble ! they tremble!

que tiemble el malvado The evil ones tremble,

al ver del soldado While brightly assemble

la lanza esgrimir. Our glittering spears.

Soldados, &c. Up, &c.

La trompa guerrera Now shrills the loud clarion

sus ecos da al viento From cloud unto cloud,

de horrores sediento Now hungering for blood

ya muge el canon. The artillery booms.

Ya Marte saiiudo Now strides the grim War-God
la audacia provoca, Fierce over the plain,

y el genio se invoca And the Genius of Spain

de nuestra nacion. On the battle-field glooms.

Soldados, &c. ^ &c
Se nmestran, voleinos, They come ! To the onset !

volemos, soldados : Xow gummon your powel
. .

;los veis aterrados See ye not how they cower
su frente bajar?. From the lines of the brave :

Volemos, que el libre On, soldiers ! upon them !

por siempre ha sabido Tis liberty's wont,
del siervo vendido To dash the proud front

su audac-ia humillar. Of the coward and slave.

Soldadot, &c. ifp &c

* This song was written by Don Evaristo San Miguel, at Algezirss,
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It was amidst these martial sounds and enthu-

siastic shouts that the patriot warriors traversed

a plain seven miles in length, in the presence

of the enemy, who, struck with awe and astonish-

ment, observed the most profound silence, and

stood immovably fixed to the spot, as if some

superior beings glided before their eyes. On

the column reaching the foot of the lofty moun-

tain, called Arretin, they spread into a battle

line facing the enemy, took a light ration of

brandy, and uttering a triumphant shout, which

the mountain re-echoed to the skies, pursued

quietly their march, and reached Vcrjer towards

evening, without the smallest opposition.

In this town, Riego concerted a plan of incur-

sion on the Isla; but on news arriving, that six

thousand men of the enemy interposed between

them and their brethren, the patriots were

obliged to delay this movement, and meantime

employed themselves in collecting supplies.
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Here the inhabitants gave a magnificent ban-

quet to the soldiers of the column, in which

they waited on them at table, as did also their

officers, while bands of music, playing patriotic

hymns, mingled their exciting sounds with the

warlike songs of the military, and heightened

the enthusiasm felt on this festive occasion.

After dinner, Asturian dances were performed

by them, in which they mingled indiscriminately

with the aristocracy of the place, who on their

part invited the officers to their balls, which

were attended by all the beauties of the place,

who inspired the young warriors with hopes of

success.

On leaving this town, the patriots, v\ho saw

the total impossibility ofjoining General Quiroga,

resolved to throw themselves into the mountains,

with the view of harassing and disabling the

enemy's cavalry, by leading them over a rugged

and broken ground, till a favourable opportunity

should offer itself to join their comrades of the

Isla. Accordingly, during two days, this plan

was followed ; but on It iego receiving intelligence
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that the patriots of Malaga would declare them-

selves if the flying column presented itself before

that town, he resolved to march thither. The

enemy, however, were close at his heels, and near

Marbella an engagement took place, in which

the Royalist troops were repulsed with a heavy

loss on their side; but which also cost tin

patriots above one hundred men, though this

was owing principally to the mountainous

nature of the country, and obscurity in which,

soon after the battle began, they were involved.

Notwithstanding the fatigues of this dav, tin

patriots took no rest at night, but pursued their

way towards Malaga, over rugged and almost

inaccessible mountains. The personal efforts <>f

Hiego to save and collect his scattered friends,

who, misled by the darkness of this dreadful

night, during which the rain fell in torrent v

were at every sL-jj exposed to be dashed doui.

the precipices, that form the principal feature >/

the country over which they were inarching, .uv

beyond description.

On the following day, they received nev >

s \j
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that the governor of Malaga, was waiting for

them, with the whole garrison, to give them a

different reception from what they had been

led to hope. A retrograde movement, however,

was now impossible, as O'Donnell was close on

their rear, and they resolved to enter that city, at

any cost, still expecting the co-operation of the

inhabitants. It was growing dark when they

arrived on the banks of the river of Malaga,

and though fatigued and exhausted by their

long marches, these intrepid men, obeying the

voice of their chief, who was the first to set them

the example, did not hesitate in plunging into

the river, and traversing it with the water

reaching to their waists, in the face of the

enemy, all the while cheerfully singing their

war song. Although there still remained about

three miles of road before they reached the

town, the entrance of which was defended by

the garrison, they hastened on, and boldly

attacking those troops, whom they compelled to

retreat to Velex Malaga, entered the city, which

they found illuminated, although the enthusiasm
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manifested by the inhabitants was by no means

equal to what they had been led to expect.

On the following day, while Riego was

giving directions for having an address read to

the people, several columns of the enemy made

their appearance coining towards the town. Un-

willing to risk an attack without the city walls,

he resolved to wait for them in a quarter of the

town, caMedDel Mnndo Xttcvo. The enemy were

now entering the city, and the inhabitants <jave noO J o

signs of joining the ranks of the patriots. Soon

nothing \vas heard but the reports of musketry

from the advanced posts, and the sudden banging

of doors and windows, all shutting at the same

instant. The royalist troops penetrated into the

town, and made three successive attacks on the

patriots, who thrice repelled them with vigour.

A few cavalry belonging to the latter displayed

an astonishing courage on this occasion ; thcv

charged the enemy sword in hand, and compelled

them to retreat through several streets, notwith-

standing their overwhelming numbers. The

contest lasted till night, when the profound
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silence that followed the military clamour was

truly awful and imposing. The patriots then

found themselves occupying the same posts as in

the afternoon, and the royalists, whom they sup-

posed at the entrance of the town, had retreated

to some distance, in an irregular and dispersed

state.

Early on the following morning the constitu-

tional troops, convinced that they hacl nothing

to expect from the inhabitants of Malaga,

whose fears, raised by the presence of the

powerful enemy before the town, had got the

better of their patriotism, left the town by the

road of Colmenar, without being immediately

molested by the royalists, and reached An-

tequera towards night. Their situation was

extremely critical ; surrounded by numerous

forces, their own was visibly diminishing, both

by the losses occasioned during the repeated

encounters they were constantly sustaining, and

by the desertions of those who were unable to

meet new toils and dangers ; they were, besides,

exhausted with fatiguej and worn out by watch-
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ing : most of them were without shoes, and not

a few with only the shirt each wore on his

back ; the difficulty of procuring these articles,

also added considerably to their other mis-

fortunes, as well as the treachery of their spies,

who, though well paid, by false information

cramped their movements, and placed them in

still more imminent dangers. In this miserable

condition they pursued their way to Honda,

with the object of throwing themselves into

those lofty mountains, and carrying on there a

sort of warfare more analogous to their reduced

condition. Within a league of this town, Rieo

learned that the vanguard of CTDonnell, con-

sisting of a foi-ce equal to that of his column,

occupied its entrance, and that they were every

moment expecting to be joined by the rest o!'

the division. Undismayed by this news, lu-

ijave the word of attack, and succeeded ih
c^ J

driving the enemy from the town. Here In

obtained some rations for his troops, and then

retired to a mountain in the neighbourhood, to

pass the night. Having resumed their march
1 O r3
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early in the morning, the column reached

Grazalema, a village which, being strong by

nature, sheltered them from a sudden attack,

and where they sojourned a few days to repose

themselves from their fatigues.

Meantime they received the flattering intelli-

gence, that about two hundred dismounted

dragoons, stationed at Moron, were ready to

join their ranks, provided they would favour

the operation of recruiting horses for them.

This raised the spirits of the reduced patriots,

who immediately marched on that town, visiting

on their way Puerto Serrano, and Montellano,

in the hopes of bringing over 10 them the

regiments of Valencia and Mallorca; but in

which they were unsuccessful. On reaching

Moron, Riego took every measure in his power

to mount and equip the dismounted dragoons ;

but before he could accomplish this, General

OTJonnel attacked him with overwhelming

forces. The patriots made a desperate defence

in the town, and afterwards in the castle ; but

they were ultimately obliged to abandon their
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position, and retreat to the mountains. The

repeated attacks and charges which during this

retreat they sustained from the enemy, who

endeavoured to surround them and hreak the

close mass in which the column was formed,

did not prevent them from effecting it in the

most orderly manner ; but the incessant fire

kept up, even two hours after it had grown

dark, by an enemy whose guerrillas alone were

superior in number to their whole force, thinned

their ranks considerably. On the following

day. they had the grief to find their number

reduced to four hundred ; but though this

severe loss afflicted them, it was insufficient to

conquer their spirit.
Such a retreat was better

than a victory: nothing but the admirable

constancy, courage, and heroism they had

displayed could have saved them from being

broken and completely routed.

Notwithstanding their fatigues and their

havino- been marching the whole of the previous
c">

"

nio-hL on the following clav the column pursuedo * o *

their way towards Aguilar over a broken and
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mountainous country to proclaim there the Con-

stitution, and scatter about their addresses. After

one hour's rest in that town, they continued

their march to Montilla, where they remained

a few hours employed in kindling the flame of

patriotism, after which they resolved to cross

the Guadalquivir and gain the Sierra Morena.

The nearest point for crossing that river was

the bridge of Cordova ; but the troops in

garrison here were posted on the opposite banks,

apparently with the intention of opposing their

passage, and amounted to more than double

their number. Each patriot, however, was a

host in himself, and Riego gave the word to

inarch boldly towards the bridge. At their

approach the enemy formed into a close column,

and took the road of Ecija, while the patriots

passed the bridge unmolested, and entered the

city singing their favourite hymn. This bold

deed brought forth the whole population of

Cordova, who crowding the streets through

which the gallant band proceeded, testified

their admiration by silent tears. Indeed, the
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sight these soldiers presented was truly affect-

ing. Most of them, as well as their officers,

were without shoes, lame, wounded, and

covered with rags ; and their superior officers,

who were in as bad a condition, marched on

foot, their horses being used by those privates,

who, unable to drag themselves further, would

not yet abandon the fortunes of their comrades.

But such was the enthusiasm of these heroic

men, that even in this miserable condition they

pursued their toils amidst warlike songs and

triumphant shouts, undismayed by any mis-

fortunes, however severe, and undaunted by the

great dangers that surrounded them.

Having spent the ni^ht in Cordova, un-

molested by any one, on the following day

they pursued their way in the direction of

the mountains, and for three successive days

continued to march without hardly taking any

repose. Towards the close of the third day

die enemy came up with them, and attacked

them in a village called Fuenteovejuna : the

patriots defended themselves with their usual
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bravery ; but a retreat was indispensable, and

they accordingly undertook it, notwithstanding

the late hour of the night, the bad state of

roads, the violent rain, and the mountainous

nature of the country. On the following day,

on their arrival at Bienvenida, the column was

reduced (o only a handful of patriots, who were

no longer in a state to defend themselves, much

less to attack their enemies, by whom they were

now completely surrounded, and whose leaders

were bent on their destruction. In this reduced

condition it was indispensable to adopt some

final resolution, analogous to the circumstances

in which they were placed. Riego called them

all around him, and having heard their opinion

as to their future proceedings, it was agreed that

they should disperse, and meet either at the

Isla or at Corufia, the intelligence of a rising

in Galicia having already reached them. This

resolution once taken, these heroic warriors em-

braced each other, and parted with tears in their

eyes.

Such was the fate of this memorable column
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to whose
,
heroism language can do no justice.

Thirty-four towns overrun in nearly as many

days, some distant from each other twenty, thirty,

and even thirty-five miles, during six hundred of

which the body had pushed on by forced marches,

allowing themselves scarcely a moment for repose ;

soaked and oppressed by the incessant rains that

fell during that time ; always in want of horses,

mostly without shoes, sometimes without a shirt,

and not (infrequently without food; now climb-

ing mountains considered almost inaccessible;

now wading though bogs, pools, and marshes ;

anon traversing rivers, and ravines, with water

up to their waists : here marching in dark and

tempestuous nights, generally over a rugged

country ; there passing them on the top of a

mountain, all the while unsheltered, and exposed

half-naked to the frost, keen winds, and snow ;

pursued with the greatest rancour over five hun-

dred miles of territory by an enemy always supe-

rior in number
;
now facing about, and attacking

him with bravery ; now repelling his charges

with vigour; marching and fightingfor twelve and



404 SANDOVAL; oil,

fourteen miles together, sometimes triumphing,

frequently losing, but never yielding, never dis-

mayed. Such were the toils of these warriors,

whom their chief converted into heroes. It was

Riego who kindled the love of liberty and of

country in the bosoms of men who knew not

what country or liberty was; it was he who

gained them over, and who, by his great affa-

bility and kindness, kept them all united. Fre-

quently he alighted from his horse, that the sick,

the wounded, or the lame might ride; and never

once shewed any anxiety about his own personal

comforts, or interests. He had always the

greatest share in the privations, and fatigues;

was ever the first to advance, the last to retreat;

thus he led his brave band from toils to dangers,

from dangers to glory. Sandoval, who had

been constantly beside him, could not sufficiently

admire a man of such a weak and sickly consti-

tution, acting as if he were invulnerable, or a

being of a superior nature to that of other men.

On the dispersion of the band, he resolved to

share his leader's fortunes to the last, whether
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good or evil, and accordingly followedhim through

a mountain path in a south west direction, their

intention being to proceed to Galicia, in the

event of not being able to join their brethren of

the Isla, who, under the orders of Quiroga, still

held their positions against a much superior force

of royalists, and continued displaying a gallantry

and perseverance worthy of true patriots.
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CHAPTER XIV.

The joy to see her and the bitter pain

It is to see her thus, touches my soul

With tenderness and grief that w<ll o'erflo\v.

Fatal Curiosity. LII.LO .

AFTER a painful and dangerous march of seve-

ral hoursthrougha mountainous country, overrun

with enemies, Sandoval, in company with Iliego

and another officer of his column, all disguised

in plain clothes, reached a small hamlet called

Contesgilmartez, a few miles distant from Bada-

joz. On their arrival there, the party supped

with the landlord, whom they questioned about

the news stirring in that city, from which he had

just returned. The honest farmer seemed a good
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deal puzzled how to answer the question.
" Faith ! gentlemen,

1 '
1

he cried after repeatedly

smoothing his hair,
"

if you had asked me how-

many pebbles there are at the bottom of the Gua-

diana, I think I could have answered your ques-

tion better. Some say that Riego has been

joined by all the troops that were at his heels,

and is now at Madrid, where he has proclaimed

the Constitution
; others, that he was taken at

Berlanga and shot, upon which the priests and

monks sung the dc profundis, giggled and

laughed ;
others again, that there have been

several engagements between his troops and

those of the king, but that the latter seem spell-

bound whenever the former appear, and allow

them to pass unmolested, singing their patriotic

songs, and shouting their vivas. Ilis procla-

mations are scattered all over the country, and

are by some read in public and burnt by others.

It is also asserted that both the English and the

Americans are for the Constitution, that Galicia

is all up in arms, as well as Navarreand Aragon,

and that the king has left Madrid to go to
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France. At Cadiz the people are very up-

roarious, and the Isla holds out against the

king's troops. There is a great deal of fear

shewn everywhere by the serviles (for people

speak now in very plain terms), though they

crow and sing to hide it, and cry extermination

to the liberals ; while these gentlemen laugh in

their sleeves, wink, and say that their turn will

soon come. In a word, gentlemen, they are all

mad, and that is the only thing you may rely

upon as certain."

As he pronounced the last words, a smart

cracking of whips was heard coming in the

direction of Badajoz.
" There is more news for

you," cried the landlord; "Til wager it is

something important, I hear the whips of three

distinct postilions, cracking smartly."

Sandoval darted towards the door, and in a

few minutes was bv the road-side. The posti-J

lions were coming at a sharp canter, and their

hats were decorated with green ribbons. By

the noise they made as they passed some of the

groups formed by the villagers, it was evident
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that the landlord was right in his supposition,

and Sandoval, who had now been joined by his

friends, inquired the news. The postilions on

seeing the gentlemen stopped their horses, and

roared, eaeh more loudly than the other, that

they brought express orders from the capital

for having the Constitution proclaimed through-

out Estramadura, as it had been at Madrid only

a few days ago. Saying which, they clapped

spurs to their horses, cracked their whips, and

shouted " Viva la Constitution .'"

The joy of lliego and his friends, who had so

greatly contributed towards the triumph of

constitutional liberty, by the immortal expedi-

tion they had performed, which had given the

people an opportunity of expressing their w ishes,

and who only a moment before seemed to have

no other prospect before their eyes than a

scaffold if they were taken, famine, and disease

if they succeeded in penetrating into the I.^la,

and exile if they escaped, may be more easily

conceived than described. Tears ofjov glistened

VOL. in. T
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in their eyes as they gave each other an embrace

of congratulation on the happy termination of

their toils ; and it was resolved they should im-

mediately proceed to Seville, to collect the

shattered remains of their dispersed band, and

be the supporters of the rights of the people, as

they had been the first to assert them.

As they proceeded in their way to that city,

several of the officers and soldiers of the flying

column, whom the above intelligence had also

reached, met them on the road, and hailed Riego

with the enthusiasm that his presence and safety

inspired them with in their warmth of heart.

His march as far as Seville, and his entrance

there, was a real triumph. The news of his ap-

proach reached it long before he made his appear-

ance, and the concourse of people that came out

to greet him was immense. Eager to see the

chief of a band which had performed such he-

roic deeds, men and women of all conditions and

ages pressed round him and disputed the honour

of touching his hands, and even his dress. The
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members of the despotic government themselves

came out with their heralds, and a long train of

alguacils to welcome the man, whom the day

before, they would have found the greatest

pleasure in hanging ; but on whom they now

lavished the titles of hero and liberator, in the

hopes of preserving their places, the sole

spring of their patriotic emotions. Even the

monks, those inveterate enemies of knowledge

and good government, those insatiable vampyres,

caterpillers, and drones, that consume and de-

vour unhappy Spain were in the foremost

ranks of flatterers, in hopes of turning their

hypocrisy to account. But Ricgo, who had

shown himself a model of courage and serenity

amidst the most cruel blows of adversity, knew

also how to resist in prosperity the influence of

their insidious adulation. Modest amidst his

triumphs, he recommended moderation to his

friends, and proclaimed everywhere order, peace,

and oblivion of the past, thus defeating the

secret hopes of the enemies of their country.

As the cortege, by whom Kiego and his coin-

T 2
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panions were met, approached the city of the

two hundred towers,* the air was rent with the

sounds of music, songs, shouts, and acclamations

of the people stationed in those parts of the

ramparts from which the procession was discerni-

ble, and along its line of march, their flags,

hand kerchiefs, mantillas, and hats adorned with

ribbons, waving above each other at almost a

frightful height. In the streets the crowd was,

if possible, greater, every balcony, every window,

every loop-hole being studded with heads,

principally of fair spectators, who seemed to

vie with each other in pronouncing blessing?

and vivas, and in waving lightly their white

handkerchiefs, scarfs, and fans over the heads of

the young warriors, who bore such a distinguished

part in this triumphal march.

Amidst this animated scene, Sandoval, who

rode beside the car which Riego had been com-

pelled to ascend, and which was drawn by the

multitude, suddenly felt one of his legs tightly

*
Seville has round its ramparts about two hundred

towers.
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embraced. On looking down, he beheld with

a pleasure not unmixed with pain, his faithful

servant Roque, his dress in the most tattered

condition, and his countenance pale and ema-

ciated, unable to give expression to his feelings

otherwise than by tears, and half-broken excla-

mations. Sandoval stopped his horse, and

letting the crowd pass, shook him
heartily by

the hand, and expressed his anxiety to know the

particulars of his journey, and by what accidents

he had been reduced to such a miserable condi-

tion.

Roque, who by this time had recovered his

serenity, gave him a minute account of all lie

had seen on the night of his arrival in town, as

well as of his imprisonment.
"
Here," added he,

'* I have suffered what no man ever did, that I

might be made to disclose the plans in which you

were engaged ; but I would not call myself the

son of my father, nor the servant of a SandovaJ,

nor a true Castilian, had I flinched under the

k-ashes of such villains as Artimaila, whose black
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soul is now bleaching in hell, as it should have

been six years ago."

" Is the wretch dead, then?" cried Sandoval.

"
Ay, as dead as a bloody wolf torn to pieces

by mastiffs," answered Roque.
" I saw him this

morning, as I left the prison, endeavouring to

make his escape from the city, pursued by a

mob. The villain ran for his life, but he had

his friends the gypsies at his heels, whose light

feet would outrun the swiftest devil ; they soon

grasped him by the throat, and a hundred knives

were sheathed in his foul body, as the wretch

sunk on his knees to implore mercy.
* No mercy

for such a base villain as thou,' cried they, and I

joined in the shout. In an instant he fell, and

the largest piece that remains of him is his scull,

too hard to be broken in a hurry, the rest was

thrown to the dogs, and I am sorry for it, for it

was food fit only for vultures and crows. As

the populace were tearing him to pieces, I ob-

served a bundle of papers, peeping out at the

side pocket of his coat, which I took the liberty
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to snatch at, and which here I place in your

hands, in case they should concern you, or

Dona Gabriela."

" Heaven is just ."' exclaimed his master, as he

took the papers :
" such a life merited, indeed,

such a death, though public justice has been

thereby defrauded of a criminal who ought to

have died on the scaffold. But tell me," he

added,
" have you learned anything further

respecting Gabriela, and my unhappy brother ?""

"As for your brother," answered his servant,

" I have as yet been unable to learn anything

more than what I have already related, my first

care, after seeing an end put to Artimana, being

to find out Delia Angela's residence, which I did

after a great deal of trouble. Here, however,

it was my misfortune not to see Rosa, for she

had disappeared, nobody knows where, two days

before her young mistress. But I learned from

another servant, whom I never saw before, that

Dona Gabriela is still alive, though her residence

is not known, and that her life hangs now on a

thread ; the ravishers, who from the following
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day after their running away with her, demanded

an enormous sum of money for her ransom,

having threatened to put an end to her life, if

the money is not paid within this month. Dona

Angela, who, I am told, is inconsolable at the

loss of her daughter, wrote immediately to her

husband to procure the necessary sum ; but as

he was unable to do so otherwise than by selling

the greatest part of his estates, the time has

passed away, and they fear he will not arrive in

time to save his daughter. This is all I have

learned, for the news of Riego's arrival having

reached me at that moment, I hastened to the

gates in the hope of finding you with him.""

Sandoval was much afflicted at this intelli-

gence.
" Do you think," he said after some

thought,
" that you could find out the place to

which she was taken?"

" Even if a thousand years had gone by,"

answered Roque.
" I do not so easily forget

places ; for, thanks to you, I have exercised

pretty well my talent that way while in your

service."
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" Lead on, then," said his master,
"

I'll not

rest an instant until I find out my unfortunate

Gabriela."

Roque obeyed, and Sandoval followed him in

silence, his thoughts so much engrossed with the1

subject in question, that he did not even set-in

to notice the joy and bustle prevailing though-

out the town. When they came to the open

country, he pulled from his pocket the package

Roque had put into his hands, and began to ex-

amine its contents. The first paper he opened

was a letter addressed by Father Lobo from

Madrid to Artimafia at Logrofio. It ran thus :

a My dear Aniceto,

" The portrait of Gabriela, which I obtained

from her by means of my fanatic dupe, on the

nijht I took him into the convent, begins to work
rt *-'

such effects as I expected. I understand from

ChamoiTo,* to whom I have entrusted UK-

* Chamorro is still Ferdinand's principal favourite, and

the minister of his pleasures. He is a vulgar, lu\v bred

man, a sort of jack-pudding, and a very interior beinir in

intellect to the fools of ancient nnjeaty.
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matter, that the king beheld it with the deepest

admiration, and immediately manifested a wish

to possess the original.
' Strike the iron while

it is hot,' said I to Chamorro,
' and give him to

understand that I warrant him the original, if he

but causes Don Antonio Lanza to be nominated

a member of the council of Castile, it being the

only way by which we can hope to induce him to

come to Madrid with his family.' This, my
friend Chamorro has obtained, and you may

soon expect to hear of Don A.'s nomination to

the council. I hope also to obtain something

for you in your favourite line, the police, for

which you are so highly gifted. Meantime I

shall write to Dona Angela to induce the good

woman to bring her daughter with her, that she

too may have the benefit of my spiritual advice,

and all the rest of that trash, and I promise you,

my dear boy, we shall then reap a golden harvest,

and climb to those envied posts, which very few

are better qualified to fulfil than you, or your

loving uncle,

" TORIBIO LOBO."
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*' I have him,'' cried Sandoval, as he ended

perusing this letter, and closing it firmly in his

hand,
" I have the villain now. He shall be

exposed. By heavens ! he shall die !""

Having carefully deposited this paper in his

pocket-book, he now turned to the others, among

which he found a kind of journal kept by Arti-

mafia, for the purpose, as he himself expressed

it, of keeping his uncle in check ; from which

we make the following extracts concerning our

hero.

" October 1st, 1814. Got from an alguacil a

letter, and a portrait, which lie took from Don

Calisto Sandoval on the day when he was brought

before me. The letter is addressed to Gabriela,

and is written under a strong feeling of jealousy ;

the portrait is there returned, I shall turn this

to account.

"
January 15th, 1815. Paid a hundred dollars

to a turnkey of the common jail of this town,

Logrono, to depose, and swear, that it was Don

Calisto who excited the prisoners to revolt, and

murder the Alcaide. A good way of having
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Don C. strung up the first day I lay my hands

on him.

"June 5th, 1818. Got into his majesty's

good graces, and received the promise of being

made a member of the Camarilla, and have a hand-

some pension settled on me for life, if I can but

procure him a tete-a-tete with Gabriela. A
very good thing if he keeps his word, as I mean

to keep mine.

" December 20th, 1819. Contrived a plan with

my worthy uncle, and a gang of gypsies to run

away with Gabriela, and demand two hundred

thousand dollars ransom ; a fourth part of which

is to be divided among those scoundrels, and

the rest to be equally shared between my uncle

and me. A wise measure, for our funds are

low, and a storm is fast gathering, which

portends no good to either of us.

" Dec. 30th, 1819. Our plan to be executed

the day after to-morrow, when Dona Gabriela,

in company with her mother, Don Fermin, and

uncle, will be returning by water late at night

to town from the villa they have engaged, on
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the borders of the Guadalquivir, called by a

hasty message, which I shall take care to send.

The boatmen of their barge to belong to our

gang.
" Ibid. A most unfortunate accident. That

little Rosa, overheard a conversation be-

tween me and the chief of the gang relating

to our own operations. But I shall remedy

this by locking her up immediately in the house

of a friend of mine, out of which she will find it

difficult to get.

Jan. 2d, 1820. The plan succeeded ; though

it was on a hair^s breath of being discovered by

the servant of the very man who last of all

should get a hint of it. I have, however,

secured him, and the regimen to be pursued

with this stubborn fellow, to get.
at his master's

secrets, is bread and water, a solitary cell, and

a couple of do/en lashes twice a week.

"Feb. 15th, 18,
(

20. Those scoundrels the

gypsies are very impatient to get at the money,

and I have this day been obliged to denounce

the most troublesome of them to the police
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as notorious thieves. I'll keep the rascals

down."

Such were some of the contents of thisprecious

journal, unique in its way, as it recorded nothing

but crimes, though, indeed, the actor consi-

dered, it could record nothing else. For

Sandoval, however, it was an important docu-

ment, calculated to remove all the bad impres-

sions that Gabriela and her mother had received

from the calumnies circulated against him, and

to procure him a reconciliation with them, if he

dared to hope for no higher happiness.

He had just come to this conclusion, when

Roque called his attention to a small hut of

mean appearance, which stood in a solitary dale,

at the foot of a hill, surrounded by a few

orange and citron trees. " That is the spot,"

said he,
" to which Dona Gabriela was carried.

I remember it well, for it was behind one of

those trees that one of the ruffians grasped me

by the throat. But the point is whether we

shall find her still here."

Sandoval took out from his holsters two
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pistols, one of which he gave to Roque, alighted

and having tied his horse to one of the trees,

desired his servant to follow him. "
Now," he

added,
"
give a shrill whistle, and let us see if

any one answers our summons."

Roque obeyed, and a minute after the door

was flung open. As they were close to the

hut, their appearance before the same old

woman, who had opened the door on a previous

occasion was equally sudden and overwhelming.

She, however, endeavoured to shut it in their

face.
" No resistance, woman !" cried Sandoval,

pushing it back,
"
produce instantly the lady

whom your gang ravished from her friends, or

you die on the spot."^

The old woman fell on her knees, and took

all the saints in paradise to witness that she

knew nothing of what he meant. " Base

wretch !" cried Sandoval in an angry tout1

,

and pointing his pistol at her head, "your

hour is come, if you delay one minute to pro-

duce the lady."
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" Zounds l

n
exclaimed the gypsey woman

getting up, and casting her terrors away.
" I

am not such a fool as all that neither ; for

though I be old, the devil must'nt have me

yet. Your honour shall have the wench if you

insist on it ; but I hope you will not forget

this service of mine. You know, Sir, we must

all live."

"
Ay," said Roque,

" and die too. A hem-

pen necklace, about an inch thick, won't be such

a bad recompense neither.
1 '

" You are a scandalous fellow,"
1 '

cried the

old sibyl.
" What matters it to you, if the

General here gives me one or two hundred

dollars, and a promise not to denounce me to

the police? I should like to know."

" Hark ! old woman," cried Sandoval sternly,

"
if you keep me here one instant more listening

to your trash, you shall walk to Seville tied to

my horse's tail."

The old gipscy shook her head, and mutter-

ing something about impatience, desired them
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to wait an instant, and the lady would then be

with them. Sandoval refused to wait at all;

but, ordering R oque to keep watch at the door,

followed her into an inner room, in which there

was no other door to be seen but that through

which they entered it. Here, however, the old

woman placed a short ladder against the wall,

and climbing up, opened a small trap, ingeni-

ously concealed, and followed by Sandoval got

into a sort of loft, low-roofed and dark, at one

extremity of which he perceived, by the glim-

merings of a lamp, a female stretched on a straw

mattress, who no sooner heard their foot-steps,

than she sat up, and cast an eager glance

towards them, asking in a voice that thrilled

with delight Sandoval's sou!, as he recognized

in it the beloved object of his search,
' ; AVlio

was there?" " 'Tis old Clara, my dear/
1

said

the gypsey, with an insinuating voice. "
I bring

you good news.
1 '

" Good news !" repeated Gabriela faintly,

" ah ! you have too often deceived me with
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your falsehoods to allow me to believe you now.

But who is with you ? If it be one of your

ruffians, let him not approach me, unless, alas !

my last hour is come.
1
'

Sandoval could hardly restrain his eagerness

to run and clasp her in his arms, but lest his

sudden appearance should produce some violent

emotion, which might prove fatal in the languid

state in which she appeared, he stood at a

sufficient distance not to be immediately re-

cognized by her, and in a somewhat altered

voice, said, that in this instance old Clara had

not deceived her. " But you must," he added,

" show that you have as much calmness for re-

ceiving good news, as you seem to possess for-

titude to endure sufferings and privations."

" For one who like me has been so long

inured to sorrow," said Gabriela, "it is perhaps

easier to show calmness under a new affliction

than were I to hear that the hour of my liberty

is come. But I'll do my best, if it has really

pleased heaven to send me relief."
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"
It has," returned Sandoval, still keeping his

ground,
" and through one, who, perhaps, was

now far from your thoughts."

Gabriela suddenly rising from the mattrass,

and snatching the lamp from the hook at which

it hung, exclaimed eagerly, as she made a few

steps towards them "For heaven's sake, tell

me whom you mean ?"

" I fear that is not keeping your promise,"

said Sandoval in his natural voice, but retreating

a little.

''Ah ! I know that voice 'Tis Calisto's, my
heart tells it me, 'tis he ! Heaven be blest !"

At these words she laid the lamp on the

ground, and instantly the two lovers were in each

other's arms.

We shall pass over in silence the raptures of

themoment, and all those tender and impassioned

discourses which accompanied the happy dis-

covery, as the reader will readily believe, that

two beings, so faithfully attached to each other,

and whose hearts were so susceptible of lively

emotions, felt the happiness of such a meeting
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as deeply as ever heart could feel it. We shall,

therefore, proceed in their company to Seville,

Roque having been entrusted by his master

with the care of bringing to town the old gypsey,

to make whatever depositions might be required.
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CHAPTER XV.

"J"is not impossible

But net", the wickedest caitiff on th:> groin 1,

May seem as shy, as ?rave, as just, as absolute.

As Angolo; even so may An^elo,

In all his dressings, characts, titles, forms,

Be an arch villain; trust me, royal prince,

l\ he be less he is nothing: but he's more.

Had I more names for badness.

Sll tKESPRARE

Iv their way to town, our hero gave Gabriela

,1 brief account of the numerous adventures that

had happened to him since his departure from

Logrofio, and showed her the documents taken

from Artimana, as irrefragable proofs of this

man's villany and his uncle's, as also of his own

innocence of the foul accusations which had

injured him in her and her mother's opinion ,



430 SANDOVAL J OK,

while Gabriela, in her turn, felt a pleasure
in

acknowledging the groundlessness of those accu-

sations, and also narrated in a concise manner

all that had happened to her since their first

meeting, events with which the reader is already

acquainted. With respect to her late adventure,

she informed Sandoval, that on recovering her

senses, she found herself stretched on a straw

mattress in the loft of the hut they had just left,

attended by the old gypsey, Clara, who was the

only person she had seen during her long impri-

sonment, and in whose heart she had vainly

sought for sympathy. She had, however, been

respectfully treated by her, and received suf-

ficient food, coarse, indeed, but wholesome ; the

principal inconvenience she had felt, arising from

the close confinement in which she had been

kept, during which she had been unable to

prevail on her attendant to allow her to walk out

even at night. Of this her pale cheeksand languid

eyes gave ample proofs. But those troubles

were now over, and a more cheering prospect

presented itself to her eyes. The news of the po-
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litical changes which had taken place, while they

delighted her, on account of the benefits which

were likely to accrue to her countrymen, who

had till that moment been so cruelly oppressed,

gave her other hopes more immediately connected

with her own happiness, and raised her dejected

spirits, even above their natural elevation.

On arriving at the city gates, Sandoval pro-

cured a sedan chair for Gabriela, who gladly

availed herself of it, as her dress had also suf-

fered material injury during her imprisonment,

and she wished to avoid being seen in that state

on an occasion when the whole population had

assumed their holiday gear, to commemorate

the happy event by which they had recovered

their usurped rights. Having succeeded in

making their way through the crowd that filled

some of the principal streets, our party arrived

at Dona Angela's house, in the court of which

they saw a pair of post horses, whose jaded

appearance evinced their having that moment

arrived, and performed a long and rapid march.

Gabriela, who immediately thought of her father,
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flew like a deer across the court to the inner

entrance. It was open, and she mounted the

stairs with alacrity, followed by Sandoval, who

could hardly keep pace with her. On reaching

the top of the stairs, Gabriela was greeted by

every servant in the house with the most raptu-

rous demonstrations of joy; but our heroine

hastened to the drawing room, where she had

the inexpressible delight of clasping in her arms

her venerable father, and her dear mother, who

manifested, by the tenderest embraces, exclama-

tions and tears, the ecstacy they felt at recovering

their lost and only child.

The monk, who was also present, and, who,

on seeing Gabriela make her appearance, had

shrunk back full of surprise and dismay, now

stepped forward with a reassured countenance,

and held out his hand to her in token of wel-

come. Gabriela drew herself up to the full

height of her noble and elegant figure
" Look

steadilv in my face, if you can," she exclaimed

fixing them keenly on him
" Ah ! you flinch ?

And would I, think you, disgrace myself by
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touching the hand of a monster like you ? Un-

deceive yourself. Your crimes and atrocities

are now too well known to me, and they will

shortly be made known to the whole world."

Dona Angela heard this discourse with the

utmost surprise, and looked at the monk for an

explanation. The hypocrite, to hide better his

confusion, cast his eyes meekly on the ground,

and ejaculated humbly a short prayer, in

which he had the sacrilege to compare the trial

which he now underwent to that of the Divine

Saviour before his accusers
;
but Gabriela cut

it short, by requesting Sandoval, who till that

moment had remained at the door, to step for-

ward, and unmask the villain. Our hero gladly

obeyed her summons ; but observing the monk

making a few hasty steps towards the door, he

ungirdled his sword, and flinging it at Roque,

who with the other servants stood at the door of

the saloon, commanded him to cut llie monk

down if he attempted to escape.
'' There is

some mystery in all this," observed father Lobo

to Dona Angela, as he stepped back. "Grange

VOL. in. L
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that they should have come together ! I fear

me this wicked freemason was your daughter's

ravish er, ay, and who knows whether, having

dishonoured her, he now comes not here to insult

you and me, because he can now do it with

impunity, the sacrilegious cause having tri-

umphed ?"

"Not yet," cried Sandoval, who overheard

his insidious discourse. " My cause shall have

triumphed only when I tear from you your

sheep's skin, and show you the wolf you are."

Then addressing himself to Dona Angela,

who stood lost in amazement, he put into her

hand the monk's letter to his nephew.
" You

know the hand-writing of that paper, Madam,

read, and wonder that heaven ever allowed such

a monster to live !"

Father Lobo took a sly peep at the letter

from behind her shoulder. He bit his lips with

rage, and casting a malignant glance at Sando-

val. " 'Tis a forgery of that wicked freemason,

Madam,"" he cried. " Do not believe a word of

it, I charge you."
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Dona Angela perused the letter eagerly, and

her cheeks grew paler and paler as she pro-

ceeded. A thousand circumstances rushed al

once into her mind, corroborating the statements

which it contained ; but the fact appeared to her

so monstrous, that she paused, as if uncertain

what to think of it. Sandoval then put into her

hand AntimaSa's private journal, and pointed

out those passages which referred to her and her

daughter.
" That hand-writing," said he,

"
is

also known to you ; it confirms all which his

Reverence mentions in his letters, and throws

some light on the late transaction."

On perusing this document the natural vio-

lence of Dona Angela's passions began to show

itself. Her countenance, at one moment blood-

less, assumed at the next a scarlet hue ; her

eyes became inflamed with rage, and her whole

body shook convulsively. She darted fiery

glances at the monk, whose long practice in

hypocrisy enabled him to appear, even then, ;i

model of patience and meekness a calumniated

martyr in the cause of virtue. "And have I

u 2
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lived to see this !" cried Dona Angela, with

broken accents,
" could I really be the dupe of

such men ?
v

and looking at the monk, sheO 7

added,
" It is impossible !'

:

" Alas ! my dear mistress, it is not only

possible, but certain," cried Rosa, rushing into

the room, to the no small surprise and delight

of the party.
" I can assure you, that I often

heard his Reverence there, and his nephew

(whose sins God may perhaps forgive, though

not I
!) plotting things together against you and

my young mistress ; but which I never told

you of, because you would have beat me if I

had. In the conspiracy for running away with

Dofia Gabriela, I myself heard Artimafia (for

I will not call him Lanza) arrange the whole

affair with a ruffian. I suffered for it, to be

sure, by being locked up in a garret, and kept

on short allowance, till within these two hours,

when I was permitted to leave it ; but having

found an opportunity, before I was carried there,

of writing a word to Don Calisto, whom I knew

to be at Las Cabezas de San Juan, by what
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Don Fermin had told us, begging him to hasten

to Seville, I accordingly gave my note, and the

watch of which he had made Dona Gabriela a

present, to tio Periquillo, the calesero,* who

happened then to be at home, and who promised

me he would send them with a confidential man

that very instant. What happened afterwards,

Roque can tell better ; for he saw with his own

eyes the whole affair.
1"

It was now Roque's turn to step forward and

tell his story, which he did with all the prolixity

and gravity that became the occasion ; after

which he took his place beside Rosa, to know

some particulars respecting the above mentioned

calesero.

Dona Angela, who had heard every fresh

account with the deepest feeling of indignation,

could no longer doubt the monk's villany. She

cast on him a look of fiery resentment, and

exclaimed " Monster of ingratitude ! what

* A driver of a two wheel travelling vehicle called

calesa.

u 3
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more proofs would'st thou have of thy infamy

and atrocity ?"

" Madam !" cried he, assuming a haughty

demeanor,
"

if you are short-sighted enough

not to see that the whole is a base conspiracy of

that wicked atheist and freemason," (pointing to

Sandoval)
"

I cannot help it ; but I am not the

Jess innocent. You know that he was always

my bitterest enemy, and that your daughter's

infatuation in his favour, rendered her equally

inveterate against me. Besides, their only proofs

are some trumpery papers, which they have

forged, and their witnesses, only their own ser-

vants, who, however, seem to have learned their

lesson tolerably well. Why, if I have had so

many confederates, does not even one of them

step forward to substantiate the charge ?"

"
Why, if that be all your Reverence wants,"

said the old gypsey woman, coming forward, and

courtseying with a burlesque air of grandeur,

" here stand I, your old friend, Clara, the

gipsey. Ay ! you start ? Then, why, my

reverend friend, did'nt you come to us with the
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bags which you promised ? You would not

then have seen me here, and the secret woull

never have passed my lips ; but now, you run

the chance of having the whole pack after you,

and making as clever an exit from this world as

your very worthy nephew.'
1

" Base wretch !" exclaimed the indignant

Dona Angela, addressing the monk,
"
begone

from my sight ! Hence, monster ! and pollute

our presence no more ! -Bear him a\vay. His

breath poisons the air we breathe !"

Sandoval took the monk into another room,

where he locked him up, and afterwards ordered

his servant to fetch a picquet of soldiers, to have

him safely conveyed to prison. He then re-

turned to the room he had just left, where he

found the sensitive Dona Angela sunk in a hys-

terical fit, during which her wild expressions

and broken exclamations sufficiently showed,

that her mind was dreadfully oppressed by the

consciousness of having acted cruelly and un-

justly towards her daughter and Sandoval, whose

presence seemed to aggravate her sufferings.
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Soon, however, she burst into a flood of tears,

and seemed considerably relieved from that

painful oppression of the heart so dangerous to

individuals of violent tempers.
" What com-

pensation," she cried, grasping Sandoval's hand,

and applying it to her lips, when the first gush

of tears had passed,
" can I make to you that

will atone for the years of sorrow and misery

which my injustice has made you endure ?

When I consider that it is to that very affection

(for the sake of which I subjected Gabriela to

such severe trials, and you to so many unmerited

persecutions,) that I owe the honour of my

daughter, and the preservation of her name from

pollution, my heart bleeds within me, and my
conscience seems to whisper, that heaven itself

will not extend its mercy to one whose conduct

was so unfeeling and tyrannical. But you see

my tears they are those of true repentance;

and believe me, had I never known those

monsters of wickedness and ingratitude, I should

never have had cause for them. / mistookfor

religion its mash, and refined hypocrisy for
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hallowed virtue. There lies my error, that is

the source of all your miseries. Can I hope for

your forgiveness ?"

" My dear Dofia Angela,
11

cried Sandoval,his

eyes swimming with tears, and kissing her hand

respectfully,
" I have nothing to forgive, for I

never imagined that your heart would, even for

an instant, have followed such a line of conduct,

had the veil, which it was the constant care of

those two monsters to keep before your eyes,

been once removed. You have now confirmed

this, and justified yourself beyond my most

sanguine expectations. Would to heaven that

every Spaniard who fell into a similar mistake

could, like you, see his error, even if I were to

undergo six years more of bitter misery ! The

pleasure I should feel then, could only be com-

pared to that which I feel at the present

moment when I am thus restored to your

favour."

Dona Angela clasped him again and again

in her arms, and bestowed on him every ex-

pression of tenderness and gratitude, as did also



442 SANDOVAL; OR,

her excellent husband, who, meantime, had been

weeping with joy in the arms of his daughter, for

whose ransom he had mortgaged the best part of

his estates, and brought the money with him.

When these delightful greetings were over,

Sandoval expressed his anxiety to proceed to

his brother's quarters to give and receive the

embrace of reconciliation. " Alas !" cried Dona

Angela sorrowfully,
"
your unfortunate brother

(God's will be done) is at present under this

roof, and, I fear, he has but a few days to live.

The ravishers of my child, in tearing her from

us, inflicted a severe wound on his head, which

precipitated him into the water, from which he

was drawn half drowned, principally, by my
efforts. On reaching home, and learning Ga-

briela's fate, he was seized with delirium, and

has ever since been growing worse and worse.

He is now quite sensible; but so weak and

reduced that he is hardly able to speak. In a

word, there is no hope of his living above two

days. But 'tis the will of Heaven, and we must

submit to it patiently/'
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This melancholy intelligence could not but

deeply afflict Calisto, and, if possible still more

Gabriela, who had the additional pang of know-

ing, that Fermin had met with this misfortune

in her defence. On entering the chamber of

the dying youth, and drawing the curtains of

his bed aside, they saw with poignant feelings,

his once handsome and manly countenance, now

ghastly and disfigured, both by the blows he

had received, and by the convulsions to which

he had been subject during some of his delirious

fits. His eyes, however, glittered with more

than usual lustre. Indeed, it seemed as if the

flame of life, which formerly had diffused tli rough-

out his frame vigour and spirit,
had now concen-

trated itself there as its last rallying place.

On Gabriela's approach, he ga/cd a minute

on her with a sort of wild delight ; then starting,

and sitting up in his bed, he clasped his Hcsh-

less hands together, and raising them up to

heaven, ejaculated a fervent prayer, adding, as

he concluded" She is free, and safe ! Hea-

ven be blest ! I can now die contented Ah !

he exclaimed, shrinking back as he perceived him
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standing on the other side of his bed,
"
you

here too, Calisto ! Have pity on me Do not

reproach me with having loved her I never

told her so I could not help loving her For-

give me, Calisto I am dying ! Let me part in

peace with thee She is thine, thine only ! She

can never be mine ! May you both be as happy

in this world as my heart wishes ! May we

meet in another where we may all love well

and without sinning."

As he pronounced these words, his voice seem-

ed to expire on his lips, and he sunk gradually

on his pillow ; while his brother, and those who

were round his death-bed, stood dissolved in

tears. Presently, however, he seemed to recover

a little strength, and sitting up again in his bed

"Calisto!" said he, "crave my father's par-

don for my past disobedience Ask his paternal

blessing, in my name, for the repose of my soul.

The hour when I must appear before the Eter-

nal Judge is fast approaching I am dying

call Father Lobo I want the holy man's last

consolations."

For a few minutes everv one remained silent,
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and looked at each other, as if consulting what

to say. It would have been wise to have left

Fermin ignorant of the monk's villany ; but

Dona Angela, whose extreme indignation did

not allow her to master her feelings on this oc-

casion, burst into bitter exclamations against

Father Lobo, and related the discoveries which

had been just made. Fermin panted with

anxiety, as he listened to this intelligence, and

gazed around with astonishment. At last he

fixed his eyes on his brother, and exclaimed, in

a reproachful tone " Calisto ! This is your

work you have misled Dona Angela that is

not right you sin may God forgive you

your brother forgives you !"

Saying this he muttered a prayer, sunk back

on his pillow, and expired.

Thus died the unfortunate Fermin, whose

life had been one struggle of virtuous and ge-

nerous impulses against the unnatural dictate*

of bigotry and superstition; proving thereby,

that fanaticism is no less injurious to the general

VOL. Ill, X
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welfare of mankind, than it is destructive to the

individual happiness of the fanatic himself.

Our story must now hasten to a conclusion.

After Fermin's death, his brother did all he

could to bring the monk to trial ; but the mem-

bers of the new government, who with their

temporizing ideas of moderation imagined, that

the best way to gain the good will of the per-

verse class to which the culprit belonged, was

to allow their crimes to go unpunished, set him

free a few months after his imprisonment. He

repaid this kindness by plotting against them

from the moment he was liberated. Driven

then to France, he became one of the most

active members of the far-famed Regency, and

re-entered Spain with the " Son of St. Louis,"

preaching extermination to all who would -not

admit the maxim, that a king is God's Vice-

Regent on earth, and the clergy, to whom every-

thing here belosv life, property, and volition
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ought to be submitted, the faithful executors

of his will. He became afterwards a member of

the Apostolic Junta, and by his outrages and

violence soon obtained a bishoprick, which cir-

cumstance, when it became known to Dona

Angela, brought on her a heart-burning, of

which she died, her husband following her soon

after.

Meantime our party returned to their native

town, where Calisto had the happiness of em-

bracing his aged and venerable father, restoredO O

by the revolution to his country and to his

paternal inheritance, though so greatly altered

by the sorrows incident to an exile's life, and

the afflicting loss of his second son, that the

pleasure of the embrace was greatly tempered

with pain. When the mourning for Fermin was

over, the obedient Gabriela was actually pre-

vailed upon (we forbear to say compelled) to

give her fair hand to her faithful Calisto, who.

like a true knight, considered the prize far above

his merits. Rosa, too, was persuaded by our grave

and prudent friend, Roque, to taste the sweets of a
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matrimonial life, which they have the prudence,

now and then, to season with a due admixture of

acrimony. They are at present living on a farm,

adjoining that of his father-in-law, honest tio

Hipolito, which Roque received from our hero

as a recompense for his fidelity and attachment.

Sandoval, to whom the military government

of his native town was entrusted, soon after the

restoration of the Constitution, managed to

keep the province of Rioja free from disturb-

ances, and became an object of love and esteem

even to the serviles. On the arrival of the French

before Logrono, he, in union with the brave

and renowned guerrilla chief, Don Julian, made

that brilliant attack on the enemy, in which, with

only a handful of men, they caused them such a

severe loss, that notwithstanding the invariable

French practice of announcing their defeats as

triumphs, they were ashamed to do so on this

occasion. In this battle, however, the unfortu-

nate Don Julian lost his life, and our hero, whose

ardour carried him into the midst of the ene-

my's ranks, was severely wounded, made a pri-
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soner, and conducted to France, where lie re-

mained till Ferdinand's restoration to his absolute

throne, a throne which lie has now raised so

high on the bleeding bodies of his victims, that

he is enabled to enjoy from it a full sight of the

honific scenes of slaughter which are desolating

the unhappy kingdom over which he tyrannizes.

Restored, then, to his liberty, our hero hastened

to England, the only country in Europe where

the virtuous patriot meets with sympathy and

support, and where he breathes the wholesome

air of freedom.

Here he was soon joined by his aged father,

and by his tenderly attached wife, who, it may

well be imagined, did not leave behind the two

beautiful pledges of love she has bestowed on

him. Thus reunited, this interesting family

took their abode at a little cottage a few miles

from London, which Dofia Gabriela's taste for

shrubs and flowers has turned into a delightful

bower, where she endeavours by every tender

consolation in her power, and by a conduct at

once cheerful and patient, to inspire her husband
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with resignation, and soothe his sorrows and

disappointments. Thus they live as happily in

their reduced state as is possible for those who

see the endeavours of their life frustrated, and

who moreover, have the mortification, whenever

their native land is mentioned, to hear either

the voice of pity wailing over the evils that

afflict her, or that of contempt, sinking her even

below the unhappy condition to which she has

been reduced through the agency and intrigues

of foreign despots.

THE END.

Shackell, Arrowsmith, and Hodges, Johnson's-court, Fleet-street.
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