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NOTE BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION.

I is perceived, with regret, that some few phical errors have ouel.god de-
tection, and will :}ppear in the first impressions. have been when
discovered ; and if others yet should be found, the notice of them will be received as
a favour, and will be amended. .

If any errors of a graver character, in the reports or debates, should appear, the
Comnmittee take occasion to say, that they have not happened through any want of
diligence ia seeking for the true reading of the manuseript reports, or the true mean-
ing of a speaker, from the notes of the stenographer. It is, however, felt, that errors
in the sense may possibly have happened, in pri ﬁn%mpom drawn up in many dif-
ferent, and often obscure hand-writings ; am! in debates of speakers, whose mean-
ing may in possible cases have been misapprehended. Some of the speakers who
are nearest and most accessible, and whose employments permitted, have been so
kind as to revise the notes taken of their remarks. But in this respect, gentlemen
who live remote from the place of publication, have suffered a wrong, unavoidable
certainly, but which the Committee canndt reflect upon without regret, and which
it is the prineipal object of this note to acknowledge. For, it has happened in sev-
eral instances, that some doubt or ebscurity has been discovered in the notes of a gentle-
man’s remarks; but discovered so late, that recourse to him could notbe had for expla-
nation, without delaying the publication. Mean time, the public call for the pro-
ceedings has been loud and urgent; the Committee thought it safer to omit some
speeches than to run the risk of any, even small, errors in the sense; and in this
manner, injustice has been done to gentlemen residing at a distanee, by omittin
valuable remarks; and injustice to the public also, by presenting the debates less f

- and perfect than was expected. Sometimes a part only of a speaker's remarks has
been inserted, thereby intending to exelude a paragraph, which it was feared did not
correctly express his idea. g

Among the gentlemen whose remarks, or sonie of them, are thus omitted, it ma
not be i to name, Mr. Dexter, of Michigan ; Mr. Miles, of Erie, in P -
vania, and Mr. Jones of the same state; Mr. ﬁa.nna, of Ohio; Mr. Armstrong, of
New York ; Mr. Strong, of Connecticut; Mr. Morse, and Mr. M'Culloch, of New
Jersey ; and if there are still others whose names were not known, it is hoped
will be indulgent for the omission, considering the diffieulty which the reporter ex-

, perienced in learning names, in an assemblage of men so intensely occupied, and so

" soon dissolved. The Committee think it just to make an unselicited acknowledg-

- ment of the ability, intelligence, and attention of Mr. Marcns T. C. Gould, stenographer

; to Ithe Conventi;;n. i do with tho publisbers ® -

L Itremains only to say, that arrangements are made wi i to print

:: future impressions, such additional speeches or remarks as may be furnished, and to

. correct errata that may be pointed- out; and that for these pu es, communications

~ may be sent to SamuEL M. Horgins, Albany; Wirrianw H. Maxyaro, Utica, or

¢ Hanuan Denny, Pittaburgh, :

Y. . 20th October, 1830.

\
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STATE ANTI-MASONIC COMMLTTEES.

In pursnance of a resolation of the Convention, the following list is publmhed though i |mpor.
fect. It is requested that perfect lists of all the Btate Committees may be furnished aa soon as
possible, in order that the following may be corrected accordingly.

VERMONT.
ﬁf!tm Fg’:' Eﬂandolph Orange C
3 ens Edgerton, ounty.
Calvin Blodget, !
. MASSACHUSETTS.
Abner Phelps, » . Ebenezer Withi
John D. Wfl?iama, John P. Wh:twenfhn
. George Odiorne, Ban.lmn V.F

Henry Gassett, Danzel Weld, .
William Marston, Jonathan French,
Thomas Walley, Jacob Hall. .

Benjamin W. mb,
RHODE ISLAND.

‘Walter Paine, Jun. Josiah Wardwell,
Christopher Spencer, Wryllis Ames,
John Prentice, Daniel Matthewson,
John Hall, : Lemuel Steere,
John Foster, . Lodowick L. Thurston.
CONNECTICUT.
Jonathan W. Edwards, Stephen F. Palmer, Ashford, )
Gaius Lyman, Hartford. Sidney Wadsworth, Farmington,
N. D. Strong, g Henry Perkins, Salem.
Calvin Barber, Simsbury,
- OHIO.
Jonathan Sloane, George B. Depeyster,
Frederick Wadsworth, $ Ravenna, Portage Co Gregory Powers, Jun.
Cyrus Prentiss,
PENNSYLVANIA.

Geo. W. Harris, . Aaron Bombangh,
e, A

alentine Humme i rme,
Lee Montgomery, Philip Fishbura
John Fox. '

. NEW YORK.
H El Thurlow Weed, 4
Fmdug:ckyWhltﬂeny, Rochest Bates Cooke, me
Samuel Works, : Timothy Fitch, Bataria.
F. F. Bachus,
NEW JERSEY.
Joseph Chutler,’ Jacob Mann, Morristown.
e B, }B"““ 78R,
5 ALABAMA.

olling Hall, W. R. Norrison,

Samuel 8. Graham, } Coosada, William Hewes,
" Absalom Jackson, A. P. M‘Curdy, Cahawha.

Lewis Johnson, Cahacba, Thomas G. Gill, .

Joseph Babeock, E. Pickens,
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UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, Saturday, September 11, 1830.

Ninety-six Delegates® to the United States Aunti-masonic Convention, 'as-
sembled in the District Court Room, in the city of Philadelphia, on the 11th of -
September, 1830, at 12 o’clock, m.—On motion of Frederick Whittlesey, of
the state of New York, it was resolved, that the Convention be organized by ap-
pointing a President, four Vlce-Premdents, and two S@cretanes, whereupon
the following gentlemen were unanimously appointed, viz:

FRANCIS GRANGER, of the state of New York, - - - President.
JOSEPH RITNER, of the state of Pennsylvania, - 1s¢ V. President.
ABNER PHELPS, of the state of Massachuseas, - R2d V. President.
ROBERT HANNA of the state of Ohio, - - - 3d V. President.
SAMUEL W. DEXTER, of the territory of Mlchngan, 4tk V. President.
JOHN CLARKE, of the state of Pennsylvania, - - Sisvetaries
NOBLE D. STRONG of the state of Connecticut, - - }

The Convention being organized, e s offered by the Rev. Moses
Thacher, of Massachusetts.

On motion of Mr. Whlttlesey.—Resolved, that a Committee of one from
each state and territory here represented, be appointed to lay hefore this Con-
vention the subjects proper for its consideration.

Messrs. Phelps, of Massachusetts, Messrs ‘Wadsworth, of Ohia,

Terry, of Connecticut, Vanderpool, of New Jersey,
‘Whittlesey, of New-York, Dexter, of Michigan,
Todd, of Pennsylvania, , Slifer of Maryland,

ClarK, of Vermont, .Kirk, of Delaware,
Paine, of Rhode Island, :
were appointed said Committee.

The Convention then adjourned to 4 o’clock, ». m.

The same day, at 4 o’clock, p. M. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment. Samuel P. Lyman, a delegate from the state of New York, and Na-
thaniel B. Boileau, and Alexander Plummer, delegates from the state of Penn-

. sylvania, appeared and took their seats.

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee, to lay before this Convention, the subjects
proper for its consideration, reported in part, by the following resolutions, viz :

1st. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report
rules and orders, for the more convenient regulation of the proeeedings of thu
Convention,

2d. Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state and territory here re-
presented, be appointed to report whether it is expedient to elect honorary mem-
bers of this Convention ; how many, and who are proper persons to be so
elected ; and under whiat restrictions, if any, they are to take seats in this Con-
vention.

3d. Resolved, that a Committee be appointed, consisting of all the seceding

“* Note- by the publishing Commlttee :—The names of members lbu day attending, are not
here inserted, as the ‘names of all who attended the Convention, will appear subscribed to the
address at the end of this volume.
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mesons belonging to this Convention, to report a summary of freemasonry ;
embracing the prominent points in each degree, sufficient to show the nature
principles, and tendency of the institution ; and that the correctness of the s

be certified by each member of the Committee, according to the number of de-
grees he has taken. -

4th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report,
when, where, and for what purposes, freemasonry was first instituted ; what has
been its progress; where it has flourished most; and what is now the most
probable number of the fraternity, in each country where it exists.

6th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report
what have been the pretensions of freemasonry, and how supported by facts.

6th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to take into considera-
tion the true nature of masonic oaths or obligations ; and to report whether they
are, or are not, religiously, morally, or legally binding ; and whether they are,
or are not, in collision with the higher obligations of duty and allegiance, which

citizen is under, to support the constitution and laws of his country.

Tth. Resolved, that & Comnmittee of five be appointed, to examine the evi-
dence, as to the truth of the disclosures contained in a work published by Elder
David Bernard, entitled, * Light on Masonry ;" and to report thereon.

8th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report a succint and
lucid account of the abduction, and murder of William Morgan ; and of the
conduct, and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and individually, to
prevent a conviction in'courts of justice, of their more prominent fellow-masons,
in that abduction and murder.

Oth. Resolved, that a Committee of ﬁve be appointed, to consider and report,
whether an adkmm to the oaths or obligations of freemasonry, does or does
_ mnot, disqualify a mah for the impartial discharge of all important offices in the
gift of the pe tple. according to the true nature of our free institutions.

10th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report upon the
effects of freemasonry on the Christian religion.

11th. Resolved, that a Committee of six be appointed, to consider the nature
and spirit of anti-masonry, from the disclosures of Professor Robison, and the
Abbe Barruel, to the present-time ; the arguments used by freemasons, in sup-

rt of their institution ; and the means resorted to by the fraternity, to prevent
Eequu'y into the pnucxples, nature, and tendency of the order, and to report

reon.

12th, " Resolved, that a Committee of five be appomted to report what mea-
sures can eonst:tunonally and properly be used, to effectuate the extinction of
freemasonry ; to guard against its revival; and to secure our free institutions
m:::tha future insidious assaults of all secret societies ; and to report an

on those subjects to the people of the United States.

13th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report
resolutions, expressive of the sentiments of this Convention, on the subject of
freemasonry ; and that each'member of this body be requested to aid said Com-
mittee, by furnishing such resolutions as he may think proper.

14th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and re-
port the best system of a national correspondence of anti-masons, for the sole
purpose of diffusing information extensiyely on the subject of freemasonry, and
of other secret combinations, against the equal rights of mankind and our free
institutions.

Thereupon ordered, that the said report be accepted, and that Committees
be appointed accordingly. i

On motion of Mr. Ruggles, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed,
to report a mode for raising funds amongst the members of thié Convention, to
dofmy its contingent expenies. Thereupon,
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Messrs. Whitney, of New-York,

Mesasrs. ngglel.of Massachusetts,
Walker, of Pennsylvania,

Manchester, of New York,
Boyd, of Ohio,
were appointed said Committee. 2

The Convention adjourned to Monday next, at 10 o'clock, 4. M. then to
meet in the saloon of the Musical Fund Hall, in this city.

Monday, September 13th, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.—Prayer, by the Rev. Caleb Gmen, of New York.

William H. Maynard, and George H. Boughton, delegates from the state of
New York ; Martin Flint, a delegate from the state of Vermont; Samuel Leidy,
a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania ; and Nahum l-lan:‘ly, a delegate
from the state of Massachusetts, appeared and took their seats.

The Commitiees, upon the several resolutions passed on Samrdny, were an- -

nounced by the President, as follows.

On the 1st resolution, '

Messrs. Denny, of Pennsylvama.
Rose, of New York,
Lazell of Massachusetts,

On the 2d resolution,

Mesars. Clarke, of Vermont,
Holley, of Connecticut,
Bancroft, ;{ New York,

of New J.
Manh ofai’s:zn
Kirk, of Delawnre,

Mgssrs. Storrs, of Connecticut; !
Kelley, of Ohio.

Messrs. Dexter, of Michigan,
‘Wadsworth, of Ohio,
Slifer, of Maryland,
Paine, of Rhode Island,
Bigelow, of Massachusetts. .

On the 3d resolution, the Committee being ordered to consist of secéding

masons, the following
Messrs. Thacher, of usetts,
Merrick, of Do.
Strong, of Conttecticut, -
Barber, of Do.
Flint, of Vermont,
Ward, of New York,

On the 4th resolution,

Messrs. Ward, of New York,
Stevens, of Pe
Loveland, of Vermont,

On the 5th resolution, .
Mossrs. Oliver, of Massachusetts,
: Terry, of Connecticut,
8t. John, of New York,

On the 6th resolution;

Messrs. Hopkins, of New York,
Sheldon, of Do.
" Ogle, of Pennsylvania,

On the 7th resolution,

Mesars. Morris, of New York,
Flint, of Vermont,
Rhoads, of Pennsylvania,

On the 8th resolution,

Meesars. Whittlesey, of New York,
Irwin, of Pennsylvania,
Cooke, of New

lvania,

tlemen eomtn&ed the same, namely,

_Messrs. Read, of New York,
Bernard, of Do- *
Armstrong,

Morse, of ew Jersoy,
Slifer, of Maryland,

Measrs. M’Culloch, of New Jersey,
Longley, of Massachusetts.

-

Messrs. Gillett, of Ohio,
Bl‘ilﬁn, Of N&w Jﬂl‘ley-

‘Messrs. Poits, of Pennsylvania,

‘Thacher, of Massachusetts.

Messrs. Morton, Massachusetts,
Perkins, of Connecticut.

5 ol; New Jersey,

Mesars. Conger
Sabin, of Vermont.
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On the 9th resolution, y . _
Messrs. Boileau, of Pennsylvania, . Messrs. Greenough,of Pennsylvania,
Taylor, of New York, Barber, of Connecticut.

‘Walker, of Massachusetts,

On the 10th resolution,

Messrs. Maynard, of New York, Messrs. Kirk, of Delaware,
Thacher, of Massachusetts, T. C. Green, of New York.
Loveland, of Vermont,

On the 11th resolution,

Messrs. Jones, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Boyd, of Ohio,
Sweet, of New York, . Goffe, of Massachusetts,
C. Green, of Do. Thacher, of Do.

On the 12th resolution,

Messrs. Holley, of New York, Messrs. Gassett, of Massachnsetts,,
Slade, of Yermont, . Curtenius, of New York.
Line, of Pennsylvania, .

" On the 13th resolution,
Messrs. Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, Messrs, Lawyer, of New York,

Seward, of New York, " Peters, of Massachusetts.
- Vanderpool, of New Jersey,
On the 14th resolunon, by
Mesgrs. Todd, of Pennsylvama . Messrs. Nichols, of Connecticut,
Burbank, of Massachusetts, ~  Adams, of Massachusetts.

Stanton, of New York,

Mr. Denny, from the Committee on rules and orders, reported the following,
to be standing rules of the Convention, namely,

1. The President shall take the chair at the hour to which the Convention
shall stand adjourned ; and upon the appearance of a quorum, shall direct the
minutes of the preceding day to be read.

II. The President shall preserve order and decorum ; shall decide questions
of order, subject to an appeal to the Convention ; shall appomt all Committees,
unless otherwise ordered by the Convention.

III. All motions and addresses shall be made to the President.

1V. No motion shall be debated, or put, unless the same shall be seconded ;
it shall then be stated by the President; and every motion shall be reduced to
writing, on the request of the President, or any member.

V. Iftwo or more members shall rise at once, l.he Presndent shall name the
member who is first to speak.

V1. No member shall be referred by name in any ‘debate.

VII. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, except by a call to
order by the President, or by a member through the President ; when the mem-
ber called to order shall resume his seat, until permitted by the President to
£ VIII. Any member making a motion, may withdraw it before the question
shall be taken, and before amendment made.

, IX. All questions shall be put in the order they are moved, except in cases
of amendment and filling up blanks, when the amendment. last proposed, the
highest number, and longest time, shall be first put.

. The previous question shall be always in order ; and until decided, shall
preclude all amendment and debate of the main question, and shall be in this _
form, “shall the main question be now put 1"

XI. A motion to adjourn, shall always be in order, and shall be decided
without debate.
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XII. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question, without
leave.

XIII. No motion for reconsideration shall be in order, unless moved by a
member who voted with the majority.

Thereupon, Resolved, that the same be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Strong, Resolved,that a Committee of three be appointed,
to receive the proceedings of this Convention, from the minutes of the Secre-
taries and reporter, and prepare them for publication. ‘

Messrs. Slade, of Vermont, II)Mr Denny, of Pennsylvania,

Hopkins, of New York, i
were appointed said Committee.

On motion of Mr. Irwin, resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to
inquire and report concerning the bearing and effect of the ties and obligations
of freemasonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States.

Messrs. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Ellis, of New York,

J. Williams, of New York, Bogardus, of do.
Rising, of Vermont,
were appointed said Committee.

A sealed communication was presented by Mr. Adams, from Samuel G. An-
derton, of Boston, addressed to the President of the Convention, which was
referred to a Committee of three, consisting of Mr. Ruggles, Mr. Maynard,
and Mr. Adams. Agreeable to a verbal report of said gomm:ttee, the com-
munication was subsequently read, and ordered to be embodied in the mmutes
of this Convention.*

On motion of Mr. Sweet, Resolved, that a Comrmttee of —— be appointed
to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and children of Wil-
liam Morgan ; whose duty it-shall be to report to this Convention what measures °
should be pursued, if any, for their support. Thereupon, ordered, that the said
resolution be laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed,
to inquire as to the influence of fremasonry on the public press ; and whether it
be expedient for'this Convention to adept any measures in relation thereto.

Messrs. Taylor, of New York, Messrs. Schenck, of New Jersey,

Todd, of Pennsylvania, Slifer, of Maryland,
'W. Williams, of New York, =
were appointed said Comnmittee.

The Convention proceeded to consider the resolution this day submitted, re-
;pectmg the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and ¢ n of William

Tor

Agsnthereupon, ordered that the same be rejected.

On motion of Mr. Barlow, ordered, that a list of the members of this Con-
vention, be prepared by the Secretaries ; and that 500 copies be printed for the
use of the members.

Then the Convention adjourned, to 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, September 14, 1830.—The Convention met pursuant to adjoum;-
ment.—Prayer hy the Rev. Joseph Goffe, of Massachusetts.

Pliny Merrick, a delegate from the state of Massachusetts, and Charles
Starr, a delegate from the State of New York, appeared, and took their seats.

Mr. Clark, from. the Committee on -the admission of honorary members,
made a report, which he read in his place; and which, being amended, was
adopted as a resolution as follows :

Kesolved, that gentlemen friendly to the cause for which this Covention is

+ See Appendlx.
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assembled, from states and territories nét here represented, or from such a
have not a full representation, may be invited to take seats in this Convention;
and that those from states not represented, may debate, but no such persons to
have a vote, in any case. 1

On motion of Mr. Maynard, Resolved, that no person shall be presented t
this Convention, for admission as an honorary member, from any state or ter-/
ritory, represented in this Convention, except by the delegation thereof; nor
unless a majority of such delegation ghall have agreed to recommend such per
son for admission, I

- Mr. Whittlesey, from the Committee on the abduction and murder of Wi}

liam Morgan, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said do lie upon the table. |

. Mr. Wanrd, from the Committee on the time and place of the origin of free
;;:sumy, and for whal purposes instituted, made a report, which he read in |
m.
reupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.*

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock, ». .

The eame day, 4 o’clock, r. M, the Convenfion met pursuant to adjourn-
ment. :

Bamuel Parke, a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania appeared and took

: Asaph Rri ‘ '
Thomas Baldwin, AP :
Joshoa B. Gibbons, } of Delaware, m Al]:;, }of Massachusetts, and
Joshua Lindley,
Hon. Mr. Shepard, } of North Carolina.
“ -« Pettengrew,

were introduced as honorary members.
Mr. Whittlesey from the Committee, to lay before this Convention subjeets
r for its consideration, further regrted by resolution, as follows:
%d, that a Committee of one from each state and territory, here repre-
sented, be appointed to consider and report, on the expediency of having can-
didates nominated by the Anti-masonic party, for the Presidency, and Vice
’ Pluidencyof the United States, previous to the next election; and on thel

manner, time, and place, of making such nomination. |
Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted, and, .
Messrs. Ellmaker, of Penn. Messrs. Wadsworth, of Ohio,
Meaynard, of New York, Slifer, of Matyland,
- Merrick, of Massachusetts, Kirk, of Delaware,
Holley, of Connecticut, : Dexter, of Michiﬂm,
Slade, of Vermont, : . Paine, of Rhode Island,
Vanderpool, of New Jersey

were appointed said Committee.

Mr. Hopkins from the Commijttee on masonic oaths, made a report which he
read jn his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do Lie upon the table.

Then the Convention adjourned tor?oo’clock, to-morrow morning.

‘Wednesday, September 15, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.—Pra Zr bypgw. Mr. Sabin, of Vermont. =

Lebbeus ng, David Bernard, and Thomas C. Green, delegates from
the state of New York ; and Ebenezer Currier, and Daniel Gilbert, delegates
from the state of Ohio, appeared and took their seats.

* This, and tho athr roports, adopied b the Coavention, will be foand ir  subssquent
oﬂhinnhns.—!l:h;y Commy . = = e
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MrThoeherﬁmnti\eGomlmtweonthelpmtofAnn- , toade & re-
port which he read in his place. :

"Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Mr. Oliver from the Committee on the pretensions of freemuon:y made a
report which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Seward, Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state
and territory, here represented be appomtec! to make out and report a concise
account of the progress and present state of Anti-masonry thmughou: the
Upited States; and,

Messrs. Sewarcl of New York, Measrs Hall, of Rhode Island,
Ogle, of Pennsylvnnm, Allmg of New Jeuey.
Terry, of Connecticut, Kirk, of Delsware,
*  Kelly, of Ohio, Slifer, of M
Walker, of Massachusetts, . Dexter of Ml

Clark, of Vermont,
were appomted said Committee.

The report of Mr. Whittlesey, from the Comnmittee on the abduction and
murder of William Morgan, yesterday laid on the table, was called up end
adopted.

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. .

- The same day 4 o’clock, ». m. the Convention met pursuant to adjournments

Mr. Ruggles from the Committee on the mode of 'defraying the contingent
expenses of the Convention, reported by resolution, as follows

Resolved, that a Committoe of five be appointed to raise money, by voluntary
ll.lbscnptlon from the memchers of this Convention, to defray the necessary ex-
penses of the same; and that said Committee make the disbursements which
they may deem necessary for that purpose, and pay over the balance that may
remain in their hands at the rising of this Convention, to the publishing Com-
mittee.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted.

The Committee which made the foregoing report, wers on motion of Mr.
Whittlesey, constituted the Committee on the resolution aforesaid;

On motion of Mr. Read, Resolved, that a Committee of three, be -
to report, at what time the busineas of this Convention will admit of an adjourn-
ment, sine die ; and

Messrs. Read, of New York, - Mr. Wadsworth, of Ohio,

Clark, of Vermont,
were appointed said Comlmttae '

Mr. Armstrong, from the Committée of the seceding masons, on a summary
of freemasonry, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Mr. Holley, from the Committee, on an address, d&c. made a report, which
he read in his place.

Thereupon ordered, that the said report, do lis upon the table.

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, September 16, 1830, the Convention met pursuaat to uq;oum
ment.—Prgyer bl; Rev. Mr. Armstroug. of New York.
fqli“: Read, from the Committee on adjournment, reported by mlolutmm. as

ows

.gtmllmi , that this Convention will ad_]onrn. sine die, on Friday evening next,

at 6 o’cloc

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted.
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Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on the state of the press, &c. made a n-l
port, which he read in his place. |

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, made a report, which hJ
read in his place. |

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Mr. Walker, from the Committee on masonic oaths dlsquahfymg for office,
.made a report which he read in his place. |

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

The report of Mr. Hopkins on the obligatory nature of masonic oaths, was
called up and adopted. :

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved, that the thanks of thul
Convention, be respectfully tendered to John Thompson and Jacob Shearer,
Esqrs. commissioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, for their courteous!
permission to hold the meetings of this body in the district court room : and
that the Secretaries be requested to furnish them with a copy of this resolution.

The report of Mr. Holley, from the Committee on the address, &e. yester-|
day laid on the table, was called up and adopted.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, that the pames of the members of the
Convention, be subscribed to the said address.

John Moore White, of New Jersey, was introduced as an honorary member.

Mr. Ellmaker, from the Committee on the nomiration of candidates for the
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, made a report, wh:chl

he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the same do lie upon the table.

Then the Convention ddjourned to 4 o’clock, p. st

The same day, 4 o’clock, ». m. the Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Jonathan Kearsley, of Mjchlgan, was introduced as an honorary member.

The_report of Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of seceding masons, ona
summary of freemasonry was called up, and on motion of Mr. Read, recom-
mitted, to the same Committee.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, Resolved, that the Comm:ttee of seceding masons,
to whom it was referred to report, a summary of the prominent points in each
degree of fraemason? and that the same be certified by each member, accord- |

-ing to ‘the number of degrees taken, be instructed and empowered to prepare
such summary, when time may permit, after the rising of this Convention, and
that the same being prepared and .sent from hand to hand, made correct, and
certified by the signature of each seceding masoni¢ member, according to his
degree, be transmitted to the Committee of publication, and be published with
the other proceedings.

The report of Mr. Thacher, from the Committee, on the spirit on Anti-ma-
sonry, was called up and adopted.

Mr. Morris, from the Committee on the disclosures of freemasonry, made a
report, which he read in his place : thereupon, ordered, that the same be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Slade, the report on the nomination of candidates for the
Presidency and vice Presu‘.ency of the United States, was recommitted, to the
same Committee.

The report of Mr. Walker. upon the disqualifications for civil office by ma-
gonic oaths, was called up and adopted.

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday, September 17, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjournment.—
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Morse, of New Jersey.

Mr. Irwin, from the Committee on the effects of masonic ties and obligations,
on the commerce and revenue of the United States, asked, that said Committee
be discharged from the further consideration thereof.
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Thereupon, ordered, that the said Committee be discharged nccordmgly

Mzr. Slade, from the Committee on the Presidential nomination, made. a far-
ther report, more concisely presenting the views of the former report of the
said Committee, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

Mr. Todd, from the Committee on national correspondence made a report,
which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

and, Messrs Henry-Dana Ward, 1
*  Samuel St. John, of New York city,
Henry Cotheal, J
were appointed & national Committee of correspondence.

The report of Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, yes%erday laid
m the table, was called up and adopted.

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on the progress and present state of Anti-
nasonry, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report -be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the report of Mr. Morris, from the Committes
mthe disclosures of freemasonry, adopted yesterday, was reconsidered.

Mr. Bernard then read a communication from N. N. Whiting, of New York,
n the upper degrees of masonry. 'The communication was ordered to be ap-
sended to the said report, and published with it, and the report, so amended,
¥as again adopted.

The Convention then adjourned to 4 o’clock, ». .

The same day, at 4 o’clock, p..m. the Convention met pursuant to &djoﬂm
nent.

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved, that the estimate, which
Anti-masonry places upon'the rights of election and the liberty of the press, as
he two main pillars in the temple of our liberties, is established, undeniably, by
wery page of our own history, and most strikingly illustrated by the recent re-
rolution in France.

On motion of Mr.,Slade, Resolved, that this Convention earnestly recom-
nend to the several state Anti-masonic Committees, to take immediate mea~

sures to solicit contributions throughout their respectlve states, by the W‘g
of inj :

of their county and town committees, for the gratuitous dissemination
ligence on the subject of freemasonry.

On motion of ﬁ‘[r Boileau, Resolved, that the address to the le of the
United States, and such of the other proceedmgs, as the publishing Committes
may select, be published in the German langu

Mr. Slade was excused from further service on the publishing Committee ;
and Mr. Maynard added to said Committee.

On motion of Mr. Stevens, Resolved, that the publishing Committee trans-
mit to each member of this Conventmn, fifty copies of the_proceedings, or as
many as the funds raised, will warrant.

Mr. Maynard, from the Committee on the effects of freemasonry on the
Christian religion, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

Mr. Terry moved a resolution of thanks to the President ; whereupon the
question being put by the first Vice Presiden, it was Resolved umuwlug
the thanks of this Convention be presented to the Hon. Francis Granger, for the
able, faithful, and dignified manner in which he has presided over its delibera-
tions.

this Convention be presented to the :ice Presidents, for their dignified and

y, that ..

On motion of Mr. Seward, it was Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of -
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i
able, and to the Secretaries, for their faithful and correct discharge of their
several duties, during the session of this Convention. e |
Thereupon, the Convention adjourned, sire die. N 1

l
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ST e s T e s T
APPENDIX.

LETTER FROM SAMUEL G. ANDERTON REFERRED
TO IN THE JOURNAL. . ,

Boston, August 20, 1830.

To the United States Anti-Masonic Delegates, in Convention assembled, at
; Philadelphia.
Grxrizmzr, . .
Albwmmuprumyukmwhdﬂmnufu your exertions to sup, the evils of freems
sonry. It has been my misfortune to bave been hauled up and dismantled by tlie masonic crew.
I have not only taken the horrid oaths of the order; but have witnessed execution of the
bloody penalties attached to those oaths, in true masonic form, according to the rules and
umges of the fraternity ; and I had strqug reason to believe, from what I have been told by ms- |
~ sons, that those executions are much more frequent than what has been generally supposed.
On the 15th of March last, I made solemn oath before a notary public and a respectable num-
ber of gentlemen in this eity, to what I was an eye witness, I did it of my own free will and s>
cord, and from a sense of daty. Ithas been asked why I did not do it bafore. I frankly answered,
because I knew the nature of the masonic institation. I knew that my life must pay the fo-
feiture ; but the death of Morgan, and soon after, that of my neighbour, which is well known ¥
have taken place in a masonic lodge room in Boston ; the death of Artemas Kennedy, at Milta, |
with all the mysterious, but convincing circumstances, to say nothing of several other stra.
deaths of masons, led me to believe that duty called me to disclose that horrid and bloody mu
in Belfaat in Ireland. I told the world of it as soon as I supposed it could be done with safety
to my own life. But I have been vilified and slandered agreeably to masonic obligations.

- Masons have said, and I believe they have published, that I'have denied all I had stated,—thatl |
hmve said that | was drank when I it.—lﬂtl was bribed or hired to do it. But so far from this
being true, I was re y assured by the Anti-masons, before hand, that no reward whatever,
either di or indirectly, would ever be given me for it, nor have I ever expected, or received
any thing. I went to sea before my affidavit was published, and have never denied a wordof
it, nor was I the least intoxicated ; for proof of this I appeal to those gentlemen who saw e,
and I believe that one or more of them are members of your honourable body. I have carefully
revised mvy affidavit since it was published. It is poasible, thet I was mistaken as to one syllable
in the name of the landlord on Lime Kiln Dock, the name might have been Greenwood, instead |
of Greenlow, I mill think that we used to call him Greenlow. But except this, and the
mis-spelling of Offin for Hofflin, and the omission of the word “ and” after “ Belfast,” in the

- il sentance Grom the last.—And of the word “ sailed” after-“ ballast,” in the same sentence,
(for I went to London before I joined the Hofflin,) it is correct. And I solemnly declare in the

: of that Gqd, before whom I expect to be judged, and in presence of my country and of |
mankind, THAT EVERY WORD OF THAT AFFIDAVIT IS TRUE. - |

With this declaration, I present one hundred and fifty copies of the same to the Convention,
and respectfully request their accoptanes.- With the litghelt r_z:peetfor honourable body |
- subseri self,
SAMUEL G. ANDERTON. ‘




REPORT.

ON THE ABDUCTION AND MURDER OF WILLIAM MORGAN, AND ON THE CONDUCT
AND MEASURES OF THE MABONIC FRATEANITY TO PREVENT CONVICTIONS, &c.

Mr. Whittlesey from the Committes next herein mentionsd made the following Report :

Tae Committee appointed * to report & succinet and lucid account of the abdue-
tion_and murder of William Morgan, and of the conduct and measures adopted by
the fraternity, jointly and as individuals, to prevent a conviction of their more
nent fellow masons in that abduction and murder,” beg leave to report the folm
statement of facts, compiled either from the judicial evidence which has been m
in courts of justice, in relation to that transaction, or from well authenticated
ments, or from the personal knowledge of the faets then stated.

Wirniaw MoreaN was born on the 7th day of August, 1774, in Cul county,
Virginia. His occupation was thatof nhﬁc{hyormd stone mason. glvi- sccu-
m atedbyhi-indmuy,asumciem und, he commenced business as & m: tin
Richmond, Virginia. It is said, that he was se?uﬁn in a militig regiment, and that
he was present at the battle of New-Orleans, in January, 1815. He married Lucinda
Pendleton, in October, 1819, who was left with two infant children at the time of his
abduction. He removed from Virginia in the fall of 1821, and commenced the busi-
ness of a brewer, near York, in Upper Canada. The destruction of his property
fire, soon after, reduced him to poverty. He removed to Rochester, in the state
New York, and resumed his original oecupation. An inflammation of the eyes, con-
tracted soon after, incapacitated him for labour, snd rendered the pressure of
poverty more severe. From Rochester he removed to Batavia, where he resided in
the summer of 1826. William Morgan was a mémber of the masonic fraternity, and
had advanced as far as the degree of royal arch, in the mysteries of that socioty.
In the summer of 1826, it became known that he was mpuinm publication, a
work, in which the obligations, secret signs, and ceremonies of IRSONry were
to be made public. It was also understood that David C. Miller, gn entered appren-
tice mason, and a printer at Batavia, was engaged, or to be engaged in printing the
work. The knowledge of these facts excited great commotion, among the members
of the masonic fraternity in that vicinity, andin a wide extent of surrounding country.
There was great heat and intemperance of expression in relation to the
work, and an open avowal by members, that it should never see the light. Consul-
tations weére held among them, as to the course to be pureued in relation to the con-
templated work; and it was understood, finally to have boen determined, that its
publication was to be Irevemed,_nt all hazards. It would appear, that there were
several different and distinet ‘prodi)eets devised to produce this result, which, either
were not attempted, or failed in their execution. :

Measures were taken to injure the character of Morgan, and thus to shuthim out from
sympathy and credit. In the month of August, 1826, an advertisement wis inserted
in the Ontario Messenger, printed at Canandaigua, of which the following is a copy:

“NOTICE AND CAUTION.™

¢ If a man calling himeelf William Morgan, should infrude himself on the éommu-
nity, they should be on their guard, particularly the Masonic Frarzrniry. Morgan
was in this village in May last, and his conduct while here, and elsewhere, ealls forth
this potice. Any information in relation to Morgan, can.be obtained by calling at the-
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Masontc Hary in this village. Brethren and companions are particularly requested
to , mark, and govern themselves accordingly. {7~ Morgan is considered a
swindler and a dangerous man. {7 There are people in this village who would be
hapg to see this Captain Morgan. '

anandaigua, August 9, 1826.”

This notice was copied into many of the newspapers in the western ccunties of

+ the state of New York, and particularly into two newspapers printed at Batavia.

. In the month of August, 1826, a man representing that his name was Daniel Johns,
and that he was a fur trader from Canada, came to Rochester, and spent most of his
time in the warehouse of Edward Doyle, who had himself, about four years previous,
removed from Canada, and who was a high officer in the Monroe Encamp-
ment. About the middle of August, he went to Batavia, and ingratiated himself so
far with Morgan and Miller, by offers of pecuniary advances, that he was received
into their confidence, and into a participation in the publication. He remained at
Batavia about three weecks, and surreptitiously possessing himself of a portion of the
mannscript, suddenly left Batavia with the portion he had thus acquired, and carried
it to Rochester. From thence, the manuscript was sent by a special messenger o
the city of New York, and laid before the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, then jn session in that city. '

In July, 1826, Morgan was arrested on a civil suit at Batavia, and gave bail. On
the 19th of August, 1826, Johnson Goodwill, Kelsey Stone, and John Wilson of Ba-
tavia, all free masons, and Daniel H. Dana, a constable of Pembroke, about fourteen

miles distant, on ascertaining that neither of the heads of the families in the house
where Morgan resided, were at home, rushed into his room and seized his person,
and all the papers which he was then engaged in arranging for the press. The
arrest was made by virtue of a bail piece, and he was hurried to jail without time being
given him to procure other bail. 'T'he sheriff was not to be found though he had been
seen with the four men immediately before the arrest,, and Morgan was detained in
jail from Saturday until Monday o].lowing[; .

‘While he was so confined in jail, search was made at his lodgings by virtue of
some pretended process, for the papers which Morgan had been engaged in pre-
pering, but without success. . '

Arrangements were made for the assembling at Batavia, on the night of the 8th of
September, of members of the masonic fraternity, from different and distant places.
They came from Buffalo, Lockport, Canandaigua, and Rochester, and expectations
were entertained thatthere would also be a party from Canada. None of them arrived at

" Batavia until in the night, when they assembled to the number of forty or fifty, or more.

The object of this party was to suppress the publication of the work, by procuring

- the manuscript F;f)ers, and the printed sheets. For this purpose, an attack upon the

printing office of Miller was eontamﬂplated, and it would seem, also, the forecible remo-
val of Morgan from Batavia, to effect a separation between him and Miller. El

Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, had been requested to prepare, and did actually
prepare a cell in the jail of that county, for the reception of Morgan, whose forcible

uction, by this band of midnight conspirators, was confidently expected. Colonel
Edward Sawyer, of Canandaigua, headed, or commanded this party ; but they failed '
to effect their objeet, and dispersed a little before daylight, the next morning.

It is supposed that they were deterred from their purpose, by a knowledge of the
fact, ﬂlat%!.lerwas aware of their intentions, and had prepared fire arms, and other
ample means to defend, both his person and his property, from the attacks of violence.
Many. of the ]f»arsans composing this party are known to have been selected and de-
legated for the express purpose of going to Batavia to assist in suppressing the pub-
lication of Morgan’s book; and perhaps the numbers composing tl?is party, and the
different and distant places from which they came, illustrate more forcibly than any
other single fact, the extent of the combination to suppress the publication of the book.

About this time, an article written by R. W. Haskins of Buffalo, appeared in the
Black Rock Gazette, a paper published forty miles distant from Batavia, of which

“ the following is a copy :

“ Mg. SALIsSBURY, p Yy '
. * 8ir,~I noticed in your last Ea.per, an inadvertent error, copied perhaps from
other prints, respecting a wretch by the name of Morgan. The statement thrat Mor-
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is an sd mason, isa mistake. Heilnotanexpelladmm‘u.bntpnim -
g:.r; and :.:Pnl;.i“ndler. against the evil designs of whom the fra.wrmx have mpo}.y
provided. M.ASON?
« September 7, 1826.”

On the night of the 10th of S8eptember, Richard Howard, otherwise called Richard
Chippersfield, who worked at Buffalo for the same Haskins who wrote the foregoing
paragraph, attempted, with several others whose names are not known, to get fire te
the printing effice of Miller, in Batavia. The sides of the building, and the eutside
stairs leading to the office, had been literally sprinkled with s]iu]i.rits of turpentine ; and
straw, and cotton balls saturated with the same combustible, had been provided. It
burnt fiercely and brightly upon the first application of the lamp, and had it not been
instantly discovered by an individual who was accidentally a witness of it, the office
must have been speedily consumed, and the lives of ten persons, then asleep in the
two buildings, possibly made a sacrifice.

On Sunday morning, September 10th, Nicholas G. Chesebro, of Canandaigua,
master of the lodge at that place, applied to Jeffrey Chipman, a magistrate at Ca-
nandaigua, for a warrant. Chesebro came to the office with Ebenezer C. Kingsley,
who made a complaint against William Morgan, for having taken away a shirt and
cravat, which he had borrowed of Xingsley. The magistrate issued the warrant upon
the oath of Kingsleg;nwhieh was directed to Chesebro, as one of the coroners of On-
tario county, and ded to him. Chesebro, together with Haﬂowng Hayward a
constable, Henry Howard, Harris Seymour, Moses Roberts, and Joseph Scofield, all
freemasons, of Canandaigua, left that place for Batavia, at about ten o'clock the
same morning, in an extra stage hired by Chesebro.

The party were joined by four other individuals, all freemasons, at different
places before they reached Batavia. They stopped to take supper at James Gan-
son’s house, in Stafford, six miles east of Batavia. -Doctor Sanmers. Butler of Staf-
ford, was then introduced to some of the party, and informed that they had a warrant
for Morgan. Doctor Batler went to Batavia the same evening, and was requested
to inform Nathan Follett, and William Seaver, then master of the Batavia lodge,
that the party were toming. He did so, and on his return met the Canandaigua
party sbout two miles from Batavia, and informed Ganson that Follett had sent to
them not to come. The stage turned about; the party that originally started from
Canandaigua wentinto Batavia on foot, and the remainder returned. The next
morning early, Morgan was arrested, and taken to the public house where the p
had slept: an extra stage coach was procured, and the party left Batavia for Ca-
nandaigua, with Morgan in sheir custody. Miller a.t‘temﬁt.edw rocure the release of
Morgan O&m as the carriage was starting, but he was pushed aside and the coach was
driven off very fast, Chesebro being on the outside with the driver, and urging him
to drive fast, until they should get out of the county. The driver appeared to
feel uneasy about the meoed.ingu. but was !:;aclﬁad by Ganson’s assurance, that he
would save him harmless from all responsibility. Chesebro repeatedly looked back,
and eaid they should not take Morgan alive. They arrived at Canandaigua with
Morgan the same day, and in the evening took him before the magistrate, who issued
the warrant, by whom he was examined and discharged, Loton Lawson appearing
as a witness-on behalf of Morgan. Chesebro then immediately applied to the same
magi e for o warrant against Morgan, for a debt of about two dollars, claimed
w be due from him to Aaron Ackley, a tavern keeper, which debt Chesebro
alleged, was assigned to him. Judgment was entered against Morgan for two dol-
lars and sixty-nine cents, debt and costs, and an execution immediately issued,
which was put into the hands of Halloway Ha d, then present. Morgan took
off his coat, and offered it to the constable te levy upon, for the debt. The con-
stable declined receiving it, and arrested Morgan and committed him to the jail of Ca-
nandaigua the same evening, on the execution. He remained in custody in Canan-
daigua jail, until the evening of the next ln.::g. y

Immediately after Morgan was commi to jail, Loton Lawsoh, a farmer resi-

- ding nedr Canandaigua, procured a horse and went to Rochester thesame night, a dis-
tance of twenty-eight miles, and returned the next morning a little after breakfast.
He went to soon after his return, and informed the innkeeper where he slept, that
some gentlemen from Rochester would ﬁmll for him in the course of the day. On
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the 12th of September, Burrage Smith and John Whitnez. of Rochester, took the
stage from that place in the morning, for Canandaigua. They were joined by James
Gillis, at Victor, ten miles distant from Canandaigua, and all three arrived at the
latter place early in the afternoon of the same day. Smith and Whitney called upon
Loton Lawson, in the evening of the same day, September 12, Loton Lawson called
at the jail a little after dark, and asked for William Morgan. The jailer was absent,
and Lawson informed the jailer's wife, that he wishéd to pay the debt for which Mor-
'gan was confined, and take him away. Mrs..Hall, (the jailer’s wife,) declined ac-
cepting the amount of the execution, on the ground that she did not know the amount,
and e.Fso refused to permit Lawson to have any private conversation with Morgan.
Lawson asked Morgan, however, in the presence of Mrs. Hall, if he would go home
with him if he would pay the debt and take him out? To which Morgan answered,
that he would; Lawson then expressed great anxiety to get Morgan out that night,
and pressed Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt which she still declined.

Lawson went out and returned soon with another person, whom Mrs. Hall can-
not identify, and insisted on her receiving the amount‘of the execution. Mrs. Hall
peremptorily refused.  He went away and returned again, reitaratirllf his request
with the same effect. He went away again, and soon returned with Edward Saw-

er, who advised Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt, and let Morgan go.

he still refused. She subsequently consented to discharge Mqrgan, at the request
of Nicholas G. Chesebro, who was the real plaintiff in the execution, and took the
keys of the prison for the purpose of opening Morgan’s cell. Before she opened the
cell, Lawson gave a sinfs’e whistle at the Eont l}om’, which brought a man to the
Jjuil steps. Morgan’s cell was unlocked; he came out, and Lawson took him by his
arm, and went towards the door of the prison hall,-which was unlocked by a person
on the outside, and they went out. l;)efore they left the jail steps, Morgan was
seized with violence by Lawson, and the person who was called there by his whistle.
Morgan struggled, and cried ** Murder,” once or twice, resisting as much as possible,
and in the struggle his hat fell off. Edward Sawyer and Nicholas G. Chesebro
were waiting near the jail steps, and when the struﬁ}a commenced, they followed
Morgan and the two men who were with him, and who were going eastwardly from
the jail. Chesebro came up with them, and stopped Morgan’s outcry by thrusting
a handkerchief, or something similar, into his mouth. Bawyer gave a distinct rap
upon the curb of a well, at which signal, Hiram Hubbard drove up with a two horse
carriage, which had been hdrnessed, and was in waiting for the purpose. He over-
took the party, having Morgan in their possession, a few rods east of the jail, when |
two of them thrust Morgan into the carriage, and then got in themselves. The car-
riage immediately turned around, and drove through Canandaigua, Main street, l
northerly. This was about nine o’clock in the evening, and it was a bright moon-
light night. Loton Lawson, Burraﬁf Smith, John Whitney, James Gillis, and pro- |
bably one or two other persons, whose names are not known, either rode in, or ;
accompanied, the carriage containing Morgan. It would seem, that this carri
was accompanied most of the distance by out riders, either on horse back, or in
some separate conveyance. A sulkey with & man in it, started from Canandaigua just
after the carriage drove through the street, for which it appeared to have been wait- |
ing some time ; it drove past the carriage about three mifes from Canandaigua, and
stopped at Victor over night. At Victor, the carriage containing Morgan aud the |
party with him, drove into Enos Gillis’ yard, back of his barn, and out of sight from
the road ; and the party remained there about an hour, and took some refreshment.
James Gillis here took a horse from his brother’s stable, and it would also seem, that
one other of the party accompanied or preceded the carriage on horse back, when it
left Victor. On the morning of the 13th September, between 4 and 5 o’clock, Ezra
Platt, a livery stable keeper in Rochester, and a royal arch mason, was called upon
for a carriage to ﬁo to Lewiston, and requested it to be sent to Ensworth’s tavern
in the village. Platt has sworn that he did not know who it was that called, or who
wanted the carriage. He called up Orson Parkhurst, one of his drivers, who is also
a.mason, and directed him-to prepare the carriage. Platt charged the hire of the
carriage, as he has sworn, to * The Grand Chapter, pro tem.” He has not yet re-
ceived his pay for such a ainﬁular charge.

The carriage containing Morgan, and the party with him, drove into Roehester
about day dawn, and Hubbard watered bis horses at the public reservoir, near the
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centre of the village. He has testified that one individual alighted from the carri
here, and was absent about fifteen minutes, when the same person returned as
supposed. The carriage then drove north, about three miles from Rochester, where
the ridge road turns off from the river road. It stopped at the tavern at the inter-
section of the two roads a short time, with the intention of feeding. For some
reason this intention was abandoned, and Hubbard drove the carriage about half a
mile from the tavern, on the ridge road, and set down the whole party in the road,
at a distance from any house, and near a piece of wood. The curtains of this car-
riage, so far as it had been seen by day light, were closed. After Hubbard had set
his party down, he returned, with the curtains of his carriage rolled up. Soon after
the carriage left the tavern, mﬁ west, Edward Doyle, of Rochester, rode up, on a
horse belonging to Ezra Platt, and inquired if such a carriage had passed, and which
way it went, Being informed, he followed after it. Platt's carriage, driven by Orson
Parkhurst, with sorne individuals in it, soon drove on the same road. It took up the
that Hubbard bad left in the road, or a portion of them, with Morgan, and
rove west. Edward Doyle, on horse back, and four or five persons in Hubbard’s
carriage, returned to Rochester X
A gentleman of Clarkson had engaged a pair of horses of Silas Walbridge, of that
place, to put before a carriage. The carriage driven by Parkhurst drove up to Clark-
son about 9 o’clock in the morning, with the curtains and windows cl though it
was a warm day. This is about fifteen miles west of the place where Parkhurst
took in hi‘svparty. Upon its arrival in the street of Clarkson, the gentleman who had
engaged Walbridge's horses, told him that he should not want them, and immediately
got into his sulkey, and drove about two and a half miles further west, and en-
gaged a pair of horses of one Captain Isaac Allen, a farmer. The carriage did not
stop in &a.rhmn. but drove on to Allen’s. Upon its arrival, Allen’s horses were
taken out of the orchard, where they had been drawing apples, and were harnessed
to the carriage which Parkhurst drove, in oxcha.nge for the horses which he had
before driven; and Parkhurst mounted the box again, and drove on west. When
the carriage arrived at Gaines, about fifteen miles west of Clarkson, Elihu Mather,
residing at that place, took the horses of his brother, James Mather, and followed the
carriage, which had passed west through the village. He overtook it at some dis-
tance from the village, where the horses were exchuﬁed in the street, at a distance
from any house. hen the exchange was effected, Elihu Mather himself got upon
the box, and drove the carriage west, while Parkhurst returned east, with Allen’s
horses.
- The which had left Rochester early the same morning, arrived at Murdoch’s
tavern before the carriage containing Morgan passed. A gentleman of high stand-
ing, of Rochester, was one of the passengers in the stage; when the stage arrived at
urdoch’s tavern, this gentleman called the man aside who then had ch of the
tavern, and asked him if he was a royal arch mason; being answered in the nega-
tive, he asked for writin%mnteriak, with which he wrote a note, and despatched a
boy with it to Jeremiah Brown, residing in that viciniz. Jeremiah Brown came to
tavern soon after, and held a conversation with him. When the stage went
on, Brown and the gentleman both went on, in it. Soon after, Brown returned to
the tavern with two horses, riding one and leadinga:he other. When the carriage
containing Morgan came along, which was soon after; Elihu Mather, who was then
driving it, beckoned to Brown after the carriage had passed the house a short dis-
tance, and Brown went up to him, and appeared to hold some conversation with
him. The carriage drove on. Brown took his horses, and followed on after it ; but
it would seem that he left his horses, and got on to the carri;go himself. Burrage
Smith had followed the Morgan earriaage in a sulkey, but he ad not overtaken it
when the carriage arrived at Murdoch’s. The carmage stopped at evening, at the
tavern of Solomon C. Wright, in New Fane, Niagara county, where the :_'oad
turns off to Lockport, and about three miles distant therofrom. - It was here driven
into the barn ml’ the doors closed, and the party remained at this place some time,
to procure refreshments, and to make arrangemeats for relieving those who.had tra-
. velled in the carriage with Morgan all day, and the whole of the previous night, and
who must necessarily have been greatly fatigued. ' <
Burrage Smith went to Lﬁck?rt in his sulkey, and together with Jared Darrow
ealled upon Eli Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, and informed him that Morgan
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was in their possession, and was going to Canada ; and requested Bruce’s assistance
in getting him along. Bruce and some others went to Wright's, where several per-
sons were assembled. Bruce and David Hague got into the carriage with Morgan ;
Elihu Mather drove, and Jeremiah Brown was on the box with him, and they left
Wright's about ten o’clock in the evening. The persons who came there with Mor-
gan, probably most of them went to Lockport that night, and went into Lewiston the
next day in a stage coach. At Molyneux's tavern, six miles distant, they stopped ;
and Bruce procured Molyneux's horses, in exchange for Mather’s. An individual
accompanied the carriage on horse back. Brown then drove, and they reached
Lewiston, fourteen miles distant from Molyneux’s, somewhat after midnight. The
carriage was driven around to a back street, and unharpessed. Samuel Burton, one
of the proprietors of the stage line, at Lewiston, was called upon for assistance. He
called up Corydon Fox, one of his drivers, and directed him to harmess a carriage.
He did so, and drove up to the tavern. Bruce got upon the box with him, and by
his direction, Fox drove around to the back street, where the other carriage was un-
harnessed, when Morgan was taken out of the one carriage, and put into the carriage
which Fox dréve. Bruce and Hague ﬁot in with him, and Fox, br Bruee’s direc-
tion, drove to Youngstown. They called at the house of Colonel William King,
at Youngstown, and stopped. Bruce alighted and called up King, who came out
with Bruce, and both got into the carriage. Fox drove on towards the fort, by
Bruce's direction, and when arrived at the burying ground near the fort, he was told
to stop. He did so, when the persons having Morgan in charge, got out, together
with Morgan, and all four walked off, arm in arm, towards the fort, and Fox was
told he might return. Morgan was hoodwinked and bound at this time. It appears
that arrangements had been previously made, for the reception of Morgan upon
the Canada side of the river, with persons Nsiqi.:! upon that side. After the party
left the carriage, they went to the eﬂ house, olonel King called up Edward
Giddins, who then kept the ferry. of them crossed the river, together with Gid-
dins, and landed nearly I?Poaiw to the fort, at some distance from any dwelling.
Mr. Giddins and David Hague remained at the boat with Morgan, while Colonel
King and Sheriff Bruce went into the village of Niagara, to see the masons with
whom it had been arranged to receive their vietim. They were absent abont two
hours, and returned with two other men, one of whom was Edward MeBride, then
a member of the parliamentof Upper Canada. After some conferencs, it was deter-
mined to bring Morgan back again, inasmuch as the arrangements for his reception
in Canada were not yet complete. This event had probably been antici , 88
both Giddins and the keeper of the fort had been requested, two or three days pre-
vious, to prepare the magazine for the reception of Morgan, which they had accord-
mFIy done, by removing the principal part of the public property from it. After the
refusal of the Canada masons to receive Morgan, the same persons who had taken
him across the river, re-crossed with him, and placed him in the magazine, which
had been so prepared for his reception, and locked him im. This was some time
before day dawn, on the mornin% of the 14th September, 1826. an was left
in charge of Edward Giddins. The fort was unoccupied by troops, and indeed was
entirely deserted, except by Giddins and the keeper, and their respective families.

Ou the 14th day of September, 1826, a royal arch chapter was installed at Lowis-
ton ; which event called ttigether a very considerable assemblage of masens, of that
degree, from Rochester, Buffalo, Lockport, and other places in that vicinity. It

would appear from the testimony of one or two witnesses, and the ftatements of -

others, that scarce an individual mason, attending that installation, could have been

ignorant of the fact, that Morgan was at that time confined in the magazine of fort |

iagara. It appears to have been a subject of conversation among them, and several

" were then informed that such was the fact. Onthe day of the installation, Giddins
remained at the forlg, to see that all was kept safe. He, together with John Jackson,
went to the magazine, for the Eurpose of carrying Morgan some food. Morgan re-
fused to admit them, and said he would starve r:glar than fall into their hapds ; and
he made so great an outery as to render it necessary to dispatch Jackson to Lewiston,
to procure the assistance of some one to silence him. -David Hague came down in
haste, a distance of seven miles, but did not succeed in quieting Morgan. Two
other persons were then sent down from Lewiston, and one of them, (Loton Lawson)
of whom Morgan seemed to have a great dread, went into the magazine, and suc-
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eveded imr stilling him. In the evening, twenty or thirty ns, besides those be-
longing to the fort, came from Lewiston, and were at the fort. About midnight,
seven persons, all royal arch masons, held a consultation on the E]a.in near the grave
yard, some rods distant from the fort, as to the manner in which Morgan should be
dis of. There seemed to be but one opinion among them all : that Morgan had
forfeited his life, for a breach of his masonic obliggtions; and that it was their duty
as masons, to see that the penalty was executed. They came to a determination to

in a body and seize Morgan, and perform their own duty, by casting him
into the river. After they had started to carry this determination into effect, one of
the company discovered a reluctance to go such lengths, which enceuraged others to
remonstrate, and the project was sbandoned for that time, On the night of the
15th, a similar consultation was held between four persons, as to the disposition of
Morgan, but nothing was decided upon. At this consultation, Colonel King became
offended with Mr. Giddins, for ex‘gem'n; a desire that Morgan should be released ;
and Giddins surrendered to him the key of the magazine, which was afterwards en-
trusted to the care of Elisha Adams. It is known that Morgan remained confined
in the mnfuine during the 16th and 17th, and it is believed that he was so confined
until the 18th of September.

As to the disposition of Morgan, after the evening of the 14th of September, no-
thing has yet been made known judicially, but circumstances are strong, to induce
the belief, that he.was put to death on the night of the 19th of September, 1826, b
bemrf cast into the degtlu of Niagara river. Several persons have been infornred,
by those who were understood to be cognizant of the guilty secret, that such was the
fact, and Hiram B. Hopkins, has testified, that he, as a mason, was informed in
January, 1827, that Morgan had been murdered. -William P. Daniels who was called
28 a witness, at the late trials at Lockport, refused to answer a question, on the ground
that he might eriminate himself as an accessary to the crime of murder, although he
was told expressly by the judge, that he must have better evidence, that a murder
hadhbean ﬁmnﬁmd. than the public possessed, before he could decline answering on
sach ground.

It will strike any one, on hearing a recital of the facts connected with the abdue-
tion of William Morgan, that the combination to effect that measure, must have been
very extensive, embracing a large number of individuals. The judicial examinations
of ];.{e subject have brought out very many names as connected in a nearer or more
remote degree, with the transaction at some stage of its progress. The bare. seizure
and transportation of a man from such a distance, rendered the eraployment of many
agents, a matter of absolute necessity, and it is now well known that many knew of .
it, who took no active part in the infraction of the laws. It was probably known to
numbers of the lodge-going masons, in several of the western counties of New York,
that some measures were contemglated to be taken for the suppression of Morgan's
intended publication ; and it has been judicially proven, that measures, which con-
templated the use of violence, to effect this object, were matter of discussion amoag
masons in the lodge room. . .

It would be naturally supposed, that a conspiracy, so wide spread, the execution
and knowledge of which was confided to so many individuals, would not oppose for-
midable difficulties to a.complete exposure by judicial investigation. In the history
of erime, those which employ the most accomplices, are usually the easiest of detec-
tion, particularly if the agency of some partake but slightly of guilt. But such was
not L& case in the investigation of this violation of the laws, and the difficultiea
which were encountered, will be hereafter noticed.

In January, 1827, the trial of Nicholas G. Chesebro, Edward Sawyer, Loton
Lawson, and John Sheldon, for their agency in the conspiracy, was brought on be-
fore Judge Throop, at Canandaigua; the three first, under the advice of counsel,
pleaded guilty, and the only question, as to the last to be tried, was the identity of
the man. his course excluded the testimony in relation to the conspiracy, which
was anxiously looked for by the public. Lawson was sentenced to two gea.rs im-
prisonment in the county jail of Ontario county, Chesebro to one year, and Sawyer,
to one month. Sheldon was found guilty and sentenced to three months imprison-

ment.
In April, 1827, Jesse French, James Hurlburt, Roswell Willcox, and James Gan-
#san, were tried at Batavia, in Genessee county, for the forcible arrest of David C.
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Miller. They were all found guilty, but Ganson : French was sentenced to an impri-
sonment of one year, Wilcox for six months, and Hurlburt for three months.

In February, 1827, several of the persons who went in the carriage from Canan-
daigua to Batavia, and arrested Morgan, and brought him to Canandaigua, were
11'105 at the general sessions in Ontario, for forcibly acizinj, and falsely imprhoni;ﬁ
William Morgan, and they were acquitted, on the ground that they were li!rotec

oward,

by the warrant for his arrest. In August, 1827, Harris Seymour, Hen

alloway Hayward, Moses Roberts, James Ganson, Chauncey H. Coe, Hiram Hub-
bard, and James Lakey were tried at Canandaigua, for a cnpspiraem kidnap and
carry away William Jor , and were all acquitted. Application been made
to De Wiit Clinton, then governor of the state of New York, for the removal of Eli
Bruce, sheriff of Niagara county, for his participation in the abduction of Morgan.
The sheriffs in the state of New York are elected by the people, but the constitution

rovides for their removal by the executive, for good cause shown, on charges pre-
?ermd, after giving the officer time for his defence. This application was f»en ing
before the governor, for a long time, but on the 26th day of September, 1827, he
issued his proclamation removing Eli Bruce from the office of sheriff.

Eli Bruce, Orsamus Turner, and Jared Darrow, were tried at Canandaigua, in
August, 1828, for their agency in the consriracy; Eli Bruce was found guilty, the
two last were acquitted. A question of law, arising out of the indictment, was
carried up to the supreme court,—decided against the defendant, and he was senten-
ced to an imprisonment of two years and four months in Canandaigua jail. .

InMay, 1829, John Whitney and James Gillis were tried at Canandaigna. John
‘Whitney was convicted and sentenced to an imprisonment of one year and three
months. The Jury could not agree in the case of Gillis.

In November, ?829. FElihu Mather was tried at Albion, in Orleans connlt':'{l. and |
after a txial which consumed nearly two weeks, he was acquitted by the verdiet of
the jury. A motion for a new trial was made by the special attorney, but thn|
supreme court denied it. i

n June, 1830, Ezekiel Jewet, and Jeremiah Brown, were tried at Lockport, in
Niagara county, and were severally acquitted. In addition to these trials, there aro |
indictments now pending and undetermined, against eighteen persons, some of which |
will probably not be further prosecuted. . )

David Hague, William King, and Burrage Swith are dead; William King died
-suddenly, the morning after he received information of the testimony of Eli Bruce, on
the trial of John Whitney. :

Having thus given a brief history of the abduction of William Morgan, and noticed
the trials growing out of that transaction, it now becomes the duty of your commit- |
tee, to furnish a statement of the conduct and measures of numbers of the masonic
fraternity, to prevent the conviction of those implicated in these gross violations of the |
laws of the land. Appalling as is the conviction which is pressed upon us by the
history of that abduction, that bundreds of respectable mem, in the western
counties of the state of New York, could be found, who would be willing to
violate the laws of the state, and the sacredness of private property, personal
liberty, and human life, to prevent the publication of Lge secrets of frec masonry,

et, it would be infinitely more alarming, if it should be found, that great num-
ers of the members of that fraternity, had made use of every ible devies|
to prevent the discovery of a high handed offence, and to obstruct' the administra-
tion of justice, and the due execution of the laws. The first, however extensive the
combination may have been, was but a single outrage, and like hundreds of other |
fearful erimes, might have been punished and forgotten, and the public have felt|
secure in th?rirotection of the laws, in witnessing the unobstructed execution of their
enalties. e latter, by unhinging the whole administration of justice, would ex-
bit a state of facts deeply alarming to a community, who eminently repose upon
the laws under which they live for protection, and rely undoubtingly upon their due
and impartial administration. When rumours of these outrages first became public,
the citizens of the community, in which they' were perpetrated, felt themselves
called upon to investigate how it was, that a peaceable citizen should be forcibly
ized in a populous village, aud transported against his will, one hundred and fifty
miles, through a thickly settled country. As worthy of a free government, they
deomed themselves bound to ascertain why, and by whom, a fellow <itizen, enjoying
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the same Erivilegu, was abstracted from the protection of the laws, under circum-
stances which created well grounded suspicions of a horrible fate. The inquiries
for information in relation to Morgan, were answered by taunts, reproaches, and
ridicule. At first, the members of the fraternity were bold enough, openly to declare,
“'That if Morgan had been put to death, his fate was no more than he deserved ; he
had forfeited his life.” These declarations were made by perhaps hundreds of free-
masons, within two months after the abduction, and there is scarce an individual,
who at that early period took any interest in the investigation, but can call to mind
distinetly, many such declarations, made by respectable and influential men.

‘When intimations were thrown out that an appeal would be made to the laws,
more than one freemason has been heard to say, that the judges were masons, the
sheriffs were masons, and the jurymen would be masons, and set at defiance the re-
quirements of justice.

There seems to have been a determination on the part of the fraternity, not only
to suppress all information in relation to the outrages, but even to repress
inquiries and quéstionings, which might tend to elucidate it. Individuals who ven-
tured to make remarks which such an infraction of the laws were calculated. to
elicit, were made the subjects of umreasonable abuse, and vindictive hostility, by the
lodge-going members of the fraternity. The public press, which has, in almost every
other instance of alarming crime, been made in some measure the means of its in-
vestigation, or at least of making public its details, was, in this instance, with a single
exception at first, awed into the most slavish silence, by the influence of freema-
sonry. The.conductors of many of the })ublic prints in western New York, were
themselves masons, and the proprietors of others, who did not belong to the frater-
nity, were soon given to understand that it would be most fatal to their interests, to
publish any thing in relation to theill fated Moga.u. A sinﬁle instance may illus-
trate this species of influence. In the month of October, or November, 1826, Elihu
F. Marshall, a t}uaker. and the conductor of a paper, called * The Album,” published
in the village of Rochester, ventured to say, in an editorial article, that the unlawful
sbduction of William Morgan ought to be the subject of investigation. The paper
with an article of this import had no sooner appeared, than Edward Doyle, a knight
templar, and treasurer of the Monroe Encampment, rushed into the office of the
Album in a storm of rage, ordered his paper to be discontinued, and his advertise-
ments stopped, and told Marshall if he did net cease publishing articles against the
masonie fraternity, many others would take the same course, but that if he retracted
the next week, all might yet .be well. Daoyle then went to the printing office of a
royal arch mason, and boasted * that he had shut the quaker's head.” ~ We regret
to add, that the timid editor q'ml.iled under the masonic threat, and in his next paper
made a partial retraction of his previous article. - :

In addition to the difficulties thrown in the way of investigation, by the silence of
the public press, thus coerced, the public mind was distracted and misled by false
statements, in relation to the re-appearance of Morgan, published in prints under
masonic control ; so much so, that public belief upon this subject was for a long
time unsettled, and the efforts of the investigation paralyzed. There can be little
doubt but that the authors of such statements contemplated such results, and hoped,
if possible, by these means to avert punishment from the guilty, or to excite doubts
as to the uift of the agents in the abdaction. It should not be forgotten either, that

Corydon Fox, who was heedlessly selected to drive the carriage from Lewiston to
fort Niagara, not being at the time a mason, was, a few days after, admitted to a
membership in the fraternity, without fee or reward, in the hope, doubtless, that his
masonic obligations, thus thrust upon him, would effectually seal his lips, as to the
transactions which he witnessed, on that eventful night. _

At the time of Morgan’s abduction, the sheriffs of the different counties of the state
of New York had the sole power of selecting, and summoning, the grand juries for
the several courts within their respective counties ; and such selection was made a
short time previous to the sesSion of each court. At the same period, also, the she-
riffs of the respective counties of Erie, Niagara, Genessee, Orleans, Livingston, Mon-
roe, and Ontario, which were the theatre of the outrage, were all masons, and it is
believed, that all of them were of the degree of royal arch.

A grand jury, which met in Genessee county after the abduction, was convened in
February, 1827; Doctor Samuel 8. Buger, of Stafford, in that county, was ap-
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pointed foreman. He was a knight templar, and a large portion of the jury were

masons. He said to one of the jurymen, also a knight templar, ‘“a majority of the

jurors are masons ; we have got the stuffin our own En.nds, and our friends must not
indieted.”

The first grand jury which was summoned in Ni county, (of which Eli Bruce
was she 22 after inquiries began to be made in relation to the outrage, met in Ja-
nuary, 1827. Sixteen mfsons were summoned on that fn.ndjury. and several who
wers friendly to the institution. No examination was, however, made before that

- grand jury, as the witnesses had been supenaed to attend at that time in Canandai-

a upon the trial of Chesebro and others. At the court of Oyer and Terminer,
E:ld in Niagara county, in April, 1827, the sheriff again summoned the grand jurors.
There were twenty-one members present, thirteen of therh were freemasons, and
and six friendly to them. Paul Haws, who has since been found to be an important
witness, and Norman Shephard since indicted for the Mo conspiracy, were two
of these grand jurors. At the May sessions, a majority-of masons were summoned
on the jury, and at the September sessions, about half of the jurors were freemasons,
but there were a number who were warmly in favour of the institution. Eli Bruce,
however, was indicted at Canandaigua, a short time before the September sessions.
- Complaint was made against EE Bruce, sheriff of the county, before the April
graad jury, for being concerned in the abduction of Morgan. The foreman, a free-
mason, examined the witnesses. In the course of the examination, one of the other
jurors ventured to ask a witness some questions. The foreman called this juror aside
and privately solicited him, thereafter, to refrain from asking questions. Some of
the jurors had been furnished with questions in writing, to put to particular witnesses,
'mtli a view of eliciting the truth. It was known that such papers were in the rooin,
and the jury voted, by a large majority, that no use should be made of them.
One juror insisted, hoewever, on making use of them. One witness stated that he
knew nothing which weuld go to convict any person uﬁm: being called upon to
state what he did know, he asked to be excused, because he was poor; and his testi-
mony might prove his ruin. A large majority of the jury voted to excuse him from
answering. One of the jurors pertinaciously insisted upon the witness’ answer, and
after a long debate, finally obtained his answer. One witness, notwitstanding all
the cunning in keeping the questions, did testify to Bruce’s acknowledgement of
his ncy in earrymg Morgan to Niagara. Several witnesses were afterwards
allo?‘ to impeach the testimony of this witness, and one or two did answer that
he was not to believed om bis oath. One witness testified, that he had been
informed-by a respectable individual in Canada, in whom the witness had full confi-
dence, that Morgan had been carried to fort Niagara, thence to the Canada shore,
and was from thence returned to the fort again,—that Morgan had been put to death,
and that his body wasin the bottom of Niagara river, and might be found, if searched
for immediately, and that he, (the informant,) could tell the place where it could be
found. The witness stated that he received this information from a mason, who
enjoined the witness to keep his name a secret, as if known, his life would be the
forfeit. One juror insisted that the witness should name the pérson who gave him
this information, but he refused, and nearly, if not quite all the other jurors
present, sustained the witness in his refusal, and he' was allowed to retire without
answering the question. While this jury was in session, the foreman took Eli
Bruce privately into a side room, and was there with him some time. This grand
jury, so far from finding any indictment against Eli Bruce, or any other person, drew
up a presentment to the court, that they had discovered nothing which would
authorise them to find a bill against any person, and also framed and sent 2 memo-
rial to the governor, in which they stated that there was not a shadow of testimony
implicating Eli Bruce, as guilty of, or accessary to the abduction of Morgan, with the
exception of one witness, who was so contradicted, and whose general reputation
was so bad, that they did not place any reliance upon it.

It is very certain iﬂt a geries of questions, to be propounded tothe witnesses, had
been so framed, that the witnesses could answer without eliciting any dangerous in-
formation. This must have been the case, or real perjury must have been repeatedly
committed, on the investigatien before them. All the important witnesses to trace
the whole abduction from Rochester to fort Niagara, were examined bpfore this
grand jury ; the same witnesses, upon whose testimony, bills have been found in
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other cases, and convictions bad. Thirteen of the witnesses examined before this grand
jury, bave been since indicted, not one of whom protected himsslf on the examination,
on the ground that he should criminate himself. Three of them, David Hague, Orsamus
Tuarner, and Jared Darrow, have since been shown by the testimomny of Eli Bruce,
himself, to have had a criminal agency in the abduction. Edward Giddins, in his
published * Statement of Facts,” says, he was s naed before this grand jury,
which much alarmed those who were implicated. of them informed Giddi

that he would go and see the foreman, and state to him Giddins’ situation, that he
might kmow how to question lim, so that his answers might not injure others. Hps
sul uently informed Giddins that he bad told the foreman what Giddins knew of
the afiair, and that the foreman would put no question but what Giddins could safely

AnSWer.

Hiram B. Hopkiss, & royal arch mason, a deputy under Bruce, amd perso
knowing to the abduction of an at the time, says, in a published letter, da
February 28, 1830.—* Afier the abduction of Captain l{orgn, I ueed frequently to
ask the masons how they expected to escape punishment for that outrage, adding
that if found out, the perpretrators of the deed would have to suffer the reward due
to their crimes. They have told me time and again, that they would mever be
browght to punishment, because all were masons with whom they had to deal, and
particularly the sheriffs of those counties, in which the offence was committed, wers
all masons, who had the selecting of the grand juries: that ne grand jury would be
SRItig toe grmod iy i 1ok sy, (HIspita) 1 Bad ATy olcs Bo% 6 mhcotise
monin or this county, m; not to summon
any bﬁst such as wﬁ? perticularly [r:{ndl'y to dle)mam.iz iLtitntim. Says Brucs,
vedar: 1 we have, il maven thoy will smpett 30, Tho Jury wie socseliogl

= we have all masons i ns. jury was i
summoned. The subject of the lb!uctiou was brought before them. The distriet
attorney was a royal arch mason who knew all t the Morgan affair, in my

inion, and the foreman of the jury was one of the warmest zealots of the order in
county. If I mistake mot, more than two thirds of the jury were masons. The
district attorney and foreman, so framed the questions propounded to the witnesses,
that after thus examining them, they drew up an instrument signed by all the jury,
the snbamme;fav:il:ich was, that they had no reason to believe that Morgan had ever

Whean the inhabitants oi Monroe county first held their meeting, to take into con-
sideration the outrages, and devise means for their investigation, the meeting at
that time, so much confidence in the professions of willingness, made by
members of the fraternity, to aid in the investigation of these outrages, that they
minmd four or five masons lﬂ the committee of investigation. This committes,

their appointment, held their meetings, and commenced upon their inquiries,
and at the same time entered into an honorary obligation with each other, not ®©
disclose any information which might be obtained by the committee, only so far as
was necessary to procure the arrest of offenders that might be discovered. The
members of the committee who were not masons, soon ascertained that the lodﬁ:—
going members of the fraternity in the village, were kept constantly informed of the
proceedings of the committee, and of the information which they had colected. One of
the masonie members of this committee, then a knight templar, stated at a lodge meet-
ing, soon after the committee wudug?oinmd_ ‘that he had no doubt that what had
been done with Morgan was intended for the best, but it had turned out otherwise,
and was an unfortunate business. That he did not wish to know an’ tlﬁngb:boutit.
he was on the committee, and cautioned them if they knew any thi ut the
business, to keep it to themselves, as he was in a delicate situation.” The other
members of the committee soon ascertained, that no assistance could be expeeted
from freemasons in aid of the investigation, and felt themselves compelled to with-
draw from them, and pursue their inquiries by themselves.

When the different committees had by great diligence, succeeded in tracing Morgan
to Lewiston, they appointed delegates from among their own members, to
to that placs, and push their inquiries as to his final fate. They went there, to the
number of seventeen, in the month of January, 1827. The members of the fmtotmti
in that place and the vicinity, were obviously alarmed and excited, and collecte
from Lewiston, Niagara Falls, Youngstown, and other places in the vicinity to the
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mumber of forty or fifty, some of them armed, exhibiting, and expressing the utmost
rage and vindictiveness towards the convention, on account of the purpose of their
meeting. They heaped evaz‘epithet of insult and reproach apon uiet men,
who had come from a great distance with no other purpose than the lawful investi-
ﬁ'oﬂ of an outrage against the laws. They came rudely into the room where

y met, and after insultingly taking the light, and looking around into the
faces of those who were there, extinguished it and left them in darkness. Their
object, evidently was, to provoke the members of the convention to violence and
resistance, and thus to bring on a general affray, which must have terminated in
. bloodshed. So disgraceful a result was only prevented by the moderation of the
eonvention. A general conference was had between the two parties, when the dis-
trict attorney of Niagara county, a royal arch mason, reﬁ;mached them for comi
into his connty to investigate a crime which they counld look after themselves, an
lavished upon them the most vituperative language and vindictive abuse. It is
almost needless to say, that the convention were not deterred by this violent conduct
from pursuing their inquiries.

Soon after the conviction of Chesebro and others, at Canandaigua, and while the
Lewiston convention were holding their meeting, Burrage Smith and John Whitney,
of Rochester, privately left their places of residence. One of the Rochester committee,
soon after, saw Burrage Smith in Albany, and informed Bowen Whiting, Esq. district
attorney of Ontario county, who was also there, of the fact. Mr. Whiting applied to
John O. €ole, police justice of Albany, and an officer of the grand chapter of the state,
for a warrant to arrest Smith for the conspiracy. The magistrate made out the warrant
parly in the morning of the 2d of February, 1827, and retained it, to place it in the

of an officer for service. Though a constable came into his office soon after
the warrant was made out, and was there again more than once in the forenoon, yet
the warrant was not put into a constable’s hands until the middle of the afternoon.
The constable went immediately to the public house where he was directed to serve it,
and was told by the bar-keeper, that he had a warrant for S8mith, but that he was
too late; Smith had escaped. It was soon afterwards ascertained, that Smith and
Whitney had both fled from the northern parts of the United States, and that money
had been furnished to one of them from the funds of the grand chapter, to enable
them to flee from their homes, as fugitives from justice.
- In December, after the abduction, Colonel Williain King, left the state of New

York, and procured the appointment of sutler at Cantonment Towson in the territory
of Arkansas, whither he removed. In December, 1827, Messrs. Garlinghouse,
Bates and Mead, received requisitions from the governor of the state of New York,
addressed to the governors of Louisiana and Arkansas, for the surrender of William
King, charged with the murder, and Burrage Smith and John Whitney, charged
with the absuction of Williamp Morgan, as fugitives from justice. They went to Ar-
kansas, and obtained the necessary m from Governor Izard, and proceeded to
Cantoument Towson, which they re , February 14, 1828.

Mr. Garlinghouse went alone, and privately presented his papers to Captain R. B.
Hyde, the commandant at the station, while his companions remained without the
fort. He exhibited the order of the governor,—a letter from the adjutant general
under the direction of the secretary of war, and a letter from Colonel Arbuckle,
commanding officer at Cantonment Gibson, and requested Captain Hyde, to give
asgiitance in the arrest of William King, then sutler at the station. e refused to
assist, or afford assistance, and refused to furnish a guard for his removal, but said
he would send for Lieutenant Colquhon to accompany him to King's store. He
went cut for that purpose, and was absent a short time. Soon after his return, a
report was brought mn that Lieutenant Colquhon coald not be found. Another
officer was then sent for, with whomn Garlinghouse went to King's store, but found
he had gone away with Lieutenant Colquhon, and after diligent search he could not
be found. Clark Sanders states, that nE:sin Hyde had a conversation with Lieu-
tenant Colquhon in his short absence to find a messenger to send for him, and that
Lieutenant Colquhon stated to Mr. Bates, that he informed King that some one was
in pursuit of him, and went with him into the woods, when he, (the Lieutenant,)
came back and ascertained that King was to be arrested for the murder of William
Morgan, ard then directed Kin%’_s clerk, to take his (King's) horse, into the woods,
which he did, and King rode off. It is understood that Captain Hyde, and Lieu-
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tenant Colquhon were masons. King was not arrested, neither were Smith or
Whitney, though they were heard of fmquenggi

Preparations were made in the winter of 1827, by the Batavia committee, to pro-
cure the arrest of Richard Howard, of Buffalo. for a supposed agency in setting fire
to Colonel Miller's office. He, however, fled before he was arrested, and from
the affidavit of John Mann, taken in February of that year, there is reason to believe
that he feared punishment for a higher crime than even midnight arson. From ano-
ther affidavit made by Avery Allen, in March, 1829, it would appear that this Richard
Howard came to the eity of New York, in February, or March, 1827, and attended
& masonic meeting at St. John's Hall, in that city, where he confessed in open lodge,
that he assisted in putting Morgan to death, and that he was furnished with funds
by the knight's compnnions. then present, to escape to Europe, and that after being
secreted from pursuit by members of the fraternity, he did escape; certain it is, that
no information has been received of this Howard since he absconded, and that the
ggeﬂei:h of justice have not been able to penetrate the veil of secrecy which concealed

t.
. One great diﬁcuh&that has been met with in the prosecution of the conspirators,
is that of ing the attendance of masonic witnesses. Witnesses who still be-
longed to ge institution, were reluctant in their attendance at court, and frequently
refused to obey the ordinary process of subpena or evaded its service. This was so
often the case, that it was frequently necessary to their arrest long before
the courts, at which their attendance was wanted, should sit, and place them under
heavy bonds to ensure their attendance. This unusual course was necessarily
adopted in several instances, when the inefficacy of the ordinary process had been
 most abundantly manifest. Difficulties never encountered in any other pro-

secution were here encountered at every court, and at every step. Witnesses
have been secreted and sent off without the jurisdietion of the courts, and remained
concealed for many months before any information could be obtained r:nx:;:ting them.
These occurrences were so frequent, and of such a character as to forbid the belief
that they were the result of individual effort alone. They evineed that extended
combination, which almost irresistibly presses upon the mind the conviction,
that they were the result of the secret and mystic agency of freemasonry, which
alone from its goenlinr organization possesses the means of such extensive and
secret concert. Some facts under this head may illustrate this branch of the subjeect.
In the summer of 1827, Elisha Adams, the same man to whom Giddins transferred
the keys of thwine, was served with a subpena to attend a court at Canan-
daigua. Hes , in obedience to the process, and came as far as Rochester.
From this place all trace of him was lost. He had disappeared, and was not heard
of for months, though the most diligent inquiries were made reaﬂacmn him, and
even public inquiries in the newspapers were made for him throughout tic country.
In the spring of 1828, it was ascertained that he was residing in a secluded manner
in the northern part of Vermont. Measures were taken for his arrest with such
secrecy and despatch, that he was apprehended about 3 o’clock in the morning,
and before he could be advised that his place of residence had become known.
He expressed no surprise at his arrest, but said that he did expect to have been
informed before any process could be served upon him. In the course of his journey
to Rochester, he conversed freely and fully with the agent having him in charge,
and frequently avowed his determination “ to make a clean breast of it,” when
called upon as a witness, by telling the truth. As it was known that he was a relue-
tant t of the conspirators, confidence was mdinhi-mmiuninthispnrﬁcn-
ler. He continued in this frame of mind until he arrived at Rochester, where he was
8t once surrounded by the counsel for the conspirators, and the guilty royal arch com-
panions of that place, who soon succeeded in establishing their mysterious influence
over his conscience, and subjecting him to that obligation of their peculiar code, which
under the most fearful penalties enjoins the keeping of a companion’s secret in all
cases, * murder and treason not excepted.” After his interview with these men, he
manifested a determination not to testify, and from his declarations to an old friend,
We are led to believe that he was deterred from telling the truth by threats of a fate
as horrible as was that of Morgan.

Orson Parkhurst, the person who drove Platt's carriage, containing Morgan, from
Rochester westward, as soon as the outrages became a matter of public investiga-
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tion, was found to be absent. No trace of him could be found, and attempts were
made to mislead the committees, by representing that he had gone to Mi , and
other places, widely different fromthe place of his actnal concealment. The most
diligent inquiries were made respecting him for months, and even years, and all
hopes of penetrating the concealment which screened him, were nearly abandoned,
when his place of residence was discovered, in August, 1820. Prompt, efficient, and
secret measures were immediately taken, to secure his attendance as a witness, and
he was unexpectedly arrested in the eastern part of Vermont. He had supposed that
all danger of finding him had passed; and ho was living in the fancied security, that
if any er of this kind threatened him, he should receive timely information. He
was regularly advised by his Rochester brethren of all that transpired ; and twice
during his ahsence, e Ketchum, & pensioned agent of the fraternity, had visited
him. Twice, also, had he left his place of residence, and at each time, spent some
months hiding in another state. He was brought as far as Albany; in mean
time, the fraternity at Rochester had become suspicious of the true state of the case,
and sent on to Albany, that he must, at all events, be abstracted from the person
having him in charge. Possessed of these imstructions, agents were employed to
keep a vigilant watch; and when he left Albany, in charge of the agent of the state,
he was followed by an sgent of the fraternity. He was thus pursued westward,
nearly two h miles. At Mentezuma, an unkunown person came on board the
canal boat in which Parkhurst was, just at night. He did not give his name, and
no one knew him. That night, the unknown individual and Parkhurst escaped from
the boat, and mo tidings have been heard of him since. Parkhurst was himself a
mason, and if he had testified to the truth, would have been a most important wit-
-mesa. It is believed, that his testimony would have disclosed the agency of several
ns in Rochester in the conspiracy, against whom no proof had bitherto been
ound. They had therefore a deep stake in his absence.

The driver of the stage west, on the morning when Morgan was carried throuﬁh
Rochester, might, by his testimony, have thrown some light upon the subject. [
also left the place, and when at length it was ascertained, in August, 1829, where he
Wwas, measurps were takea to secure his attendanee as a'witness. Although these
measures were taken with every precaution of secrecy, yet, by some unaccountable
means, he became informed of , and fled just before the officer arrived to arrest
him; and the irformation that might have been derived from his testimony was
entirely- lost. . i

Isaac Farwell was present at Solomon C. Wright’s, on the evening of the 13th of
September, when the party was there with Morgan; and as they remained at that
E:.m several bours, and procured an accession to the number. of the conspirators,

is testimony was exceedingly important. He, however, with the assistance of mem-
bers of the masonic fraternity, so skilfully avoided the process that was issued to
eompel his attendance, that the public ‘prolecntor only succeeded once in getting him
before 8 grand jury. After that, he forfeited the bonds which be had vonffbrhiu
appearance to testify on trial; and not all the constant exertions of vi t officers
were sufficient to discover him again. For many months, he was secretly flying from
county to county, and as the approach of eourts rendered mew exertions to secure
him probable, hiding in Canada, without the jurisdiction of state process. Just pre-
vious to the last special circuit, held in Niagara county, the proseeating officer of that
county ascertained that he had passed through Leckport but a short time previous,
and supposing that it was his intention to visit his family, who resided three miles from
that place, he sent an pfficer there to securs him. Farwell did not visit his family,
though he had not seen them for many months. It was subsequently aseertained,
that he had been informed of the hazard to which he exposed some of the fraternity,
by an appearance so open, and that he was taken by the wife of Selemon C. Wright,
and smuggled off to Canada the same night, without even being permitted to visit
his own house, or to inform his wife that he was-in that vieinity. These are not the
only instances of witnesses absconding or being secrsted, but if all were to be enu-’
merated, the detail would be found to be too tedious. There are circumstances ex-
“t‘l:,f in relation to some of them, which leave the irresistible presumptien upon the
mind that they were hired, at a heavy expense, to leave their houses and their busi-
ness, in order that their testimony might not place the reputation, the liberty, and
the lives of some members of the fraternity at hazard.
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Edward Giddins was told, if be would leave the country to save his friends, any
amount of money which be should demand was ready for him, and had been fur-
nished for the express purpose. An extravagant sum was also offered for his pre-
perty, if he would go, by a mason, who said he was authorized to make the purchase,
and that the money been furnished by the grand lodge for the 5 ’

The conduct of masonic witnesses on the stand, after their attendance had been se-
cured, is also worthy of & few remarks. With very few exceptions, they manifestod an
evident reluctance to testify. In some other cases, they testified with obyious and pal-
pable falsehood. Some of them exercised a species of casuistry, in relation to
their judicial oath, which is not a little remarkable. It seems that those implicated
had argued themselves into the belief, that there was no greater sin than the break-
ing of a masonic oath; that if they told the truth in relation to the ou , they
should divulge a secret which they were masonically bound- to keep, which would
criminate themselves ; and that, therefore, their only course was to testify that ¢ they
knew nothing about the affair.”. Strange as isthe infatuation manifested by this
reasoning, there was not wanting a counsellor of the supreme court, a royal arch
mason, to advise them, that if they were implicated in affair, they might safely
swear, that * they knew nothing about it,” instead of protecting themselves from
answering at all, on the ground that it would criminate themselves. Certain it is,
that many witnesses, to whom cireumstances almost unerringly pointed, s having
a knowledge of, or being implicated in, some portion of the transaction, did come
forward, and solemnly make oath, that * they knew nothing abont the affair.” Some
others, who did pretend to give an account of their knowledge of the transaction,
testified in such a way, as to leave an impression upon the mind of av:g auditor,
that they had not satsfied that part of their judicial oath, which mﬁui them to
tell the whole truth. No man, who heard the testimony of Hiram Hubbard, Ezra
Platt, Solomon C. Wright, and some others, could believe for a moment, even from
their own statements, that they had disclosed all they knew of the affair. The evi-
dence that was extracted from witnesses of this character, was absolutely wrung
from them, so reluctant did they appear to disclose. Witnesses, in several instances, .
came into court with their own counsel, a circumstance unheard of in courts of jus-
tice before, to advise with them what questions they were legally bound to answer.
They would frequently refuse decidedly to answer a question, even after its propriety
had been argued by their own counsel, and decided by the court, and continue in
wuch contumacious conduct until the order was made out for their commitment, and
then their firmness would give way, and a reluetant answer wounld be forced from
them. Some of them, of more determination of purpese, or having more important
secrets to conceal, stood out in their refusal to answer until the last. In March,
1829, Isaac Allen rofused to answer a question, before the grand jury of Monroe
counz ; the jury reported him to the court, which determined, after solemn ment,
that the ‘witness could not protect himself from answering the question. He, how-
ever, still refused, and was committed for the contempt. In June, 1829, Eli Bruce
was taken before the grand jury of Genesee county, on a habeas corpus, as a wit-
ness, and he refused to be sworn. At a special eircuit, held in June last, at Lockport,
in Niagara county, Orsamus Turner was called as a witness, on the trial of Ezekiel
Jewett, the keeper of fort Niagara at the time of Morgan’s confinement there. The
three following questions were successively put to Turner, as a witness: ** Was the
defendant one of the persons consulted with, in relation to separating Morgan from
his friends at Batavia, as a means of suppressing the contemplated publication of &
book concerning the secret of freemasonry 7 Do you know that the defendant,
Ezekiel Jewett, was applied to for a place, in or about fort Niagara, for the purpose
of confining William Morgan 1" + Was you ever present wheh the subject of pre-
pering a place at fort Niagara, or at any other place within the county of Niagara,
for the confinement of Morgan, was discussed in presence of defendant 7" He suc-
ceasively refused to answer these questions ; and he was sentenced, for this contuma-
cious conduct, for the first contempt, to thirty days imprisonment, and $250 fine, and
for the two last, to thirty days imprisonment, for each contempt.

On the same trial, Eli Bruce and John Whitney, were called as witnesses, and
successively refused to be sworn. Bruce wassentenced to thirty days imprisonment,
for this contempt; and Whitney to the like imprisonment, and also to Frg a fine of
$250. These individuals, are all lisble under the laws of the state of New York,
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to be further punished for their contempts, after conviction upon an indictment, by
imprisonment for one year each, and by a fine of $250. It is evident that no slight
cause could have induced them to take this course, and subject themselves to such
punishment. All of these witnesses had been tried for the conspiracy, and could
not, therefore, be called in question again for that offence. No other individuals
could be indieted thereafter, for any lesser offence than murder, as the statute of
limitations had then barred prosecutions for any other offences connected with the

Morgan outrage. It would seem as if the fraternity had set down, and coolly counted
the cost of the matter; and had come to the determination, that it was wise to shut °
the door completely against the bare chance of establishing the murder of Morgan, -

by any facts or inferences to be derived from their testimony, even though it should
be done at the expense of the liberty and property of some of its members. In these
instances, the power of the fraternity came into collision with the laws of the land
in a most marked manner, and set them, and their penal requirements at defiance,
and prevailed in the conflict. The laws were seen to be impotent against a power
80 secret, so murderous, and so overwhelming.

Public officers, who owned the power of the masonic obligations, have been found

wanling in their duty, as officers, in relation to prosecutions connected with this out- :
rage. One honourable exception, however, exists, in the case of Bowen Whiting, °

Esq. district attorney of Ontario county, who, though a freemason, has fearlessly, -

honestly, and effectively, discharged his E_uhlic duties, and given his best exertions
with considerable success, to bring the offenders to punishment. With this excep-
tion, no assistance whatever has been given during the whole course of the investiga-

[

e

tion, by any adhering member of the masonic fraternity, in aid of the purposes of :

Jjustice ; on the contrary, individual masons, not particularly implicated in the trans-
action, have interposed every obstacle in their power, to prevent the developement
of truth. Indeed it was arent to every one, that freemasons, both collectively

B

and individually, were decidedly opposed to any invoﬁ‘usadon of the outrages, and
o

determined to suppress inquiry,.if any effort of theirs ¢
been liberally opened, exertions have been freely given, to prevent eonvictions, to
enable offenders to elude justice, and to aid in removal and concealment of
important witnesses. Though several of the conspirators have been convicted by an
impartial jury of their country, and some of them have even confessed their guilt,
yet not a single one of them has been subjected to even a masonic censure. On
the contrary, most of the conspirators have received the marked countenance and su

port of the order, been protected by its funds, and shared largely in its sympathies
and in its patronage ; and even some of them, after their agency in the conepiracy,
had been generally known, and publicly proven, have been raised to a still higher
rank in the honours of the institution, ad a reward, avowed in the case of Eli Bruce,
for the very acts which should have consigned them to infamy and pumishment.
The severity of their punishment has been alleviated in every possible manner, by
the sympathy, encouragement, and countenance of their masonic brethren ; and the
disgrace which usually attends a criminal conviction, has been in a measure averted,
by cheering the unfortunate men upon whom it presses, with the idea thatit was a mar-
tyrdom in the cause of heaven descended freemasonry. Indeed there have not been

wnnﬁntﬁublic papers, which have dared, in the face of abandant proof, to say, that °

convie con:&mtom were honest, upright, innocent, and persecuted men. The
Rochester Cr

freemasonry, and endorsed by men etherwise honourable and respected, grossly
libelled the court, jury and counsel, by whom Eli Bruce and John Whitney were con-
victed, and boldly asserted that they were honest and innocent men, who had fallen

man, established in the winter of 1829, for the purpose of defending

suppress it. Purses have -

P R P A Y R S T .

victims to the prejudices of the times. For this libel, its editor was convicted and
Eunished; but he set at defiance the laws, and still persisted in the charges for which '

e had been brought to justice. John Whitney, after he had returned from the

Southern states, where he had been hiding from justice for many months, was taken '

under the ;Izlau'onage of the fraternity, courted, cheered and sustained by them, and
placed in the way of a lucrative and profitable business. After his release from the
mgﬁsﬂnmem to which he was consigned by the laws of his country, he was received
at his home with open arms, by the fraternity, and cheered and sustained by their
countenance, support and patronage. Orsamus Turner, who was confined in the
Jail of Niagara county, for contumaciously refusing to answer proper and legal ques -
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tions, was lauded in the Craftsman, and other kindred prints, as a miracle of eon-
stancy and firmness ; and when the period of his imprisonment had expired, he was
conducted from the jail to a public tavern, in a coach and four, with enthusiastic
demonstratidns of respect by lzefratami‘tiy. .

Facts of such a nature exist, as to induce the belief that the fraternity have, b
means of the agents of their societies, furnished funds to support individuals cnnvictei
of an offence against the laws, to aid those indicted, and in one instance, to enable
a suspected member to escape from the punishment of the laws of his own state.
Some of those individuals who were first convicted and imprisoned for their partici-
pation in these outrages, were, at the time of their imprisonment, known to be in
embarrassed circumstances, yet, one of these individuals at least, found means to
carry on his business while confined in jail, and at the expiration of his' period of
confinement, was found to be in better circumstances than at the commencement of
his imprisonment. It has been stated, too, Ry Jarvis F'. Hanks, a renouncing mason,
that the Jerusalem chapter, of the eity of New York, voted $500 for the benefit of
the ** western sufferers,” the mystic name by which those members who were suffer-
ing under prosecution, were generally known by the fraternity. . It has also been
stated, under such circumstances as to induce a belief of its truth, that the d
chapter of the state of New York, at its annual communication, in February, 1827,
by a vote of that body, placed at the disposal of their grand scribe, a canu_iderable sum
of money. Whether this was done by a vote to increase * the charity fund,” or
more expressly for the assistance of the ‘ western sufferers,” we have not the infor-
mation to enable us to determine. It is believed that it was understood by every
member of the grand chapter then present, that the funds so appropriated were for
the purpose of assisting in the defence and the support of the conspirators in the
Morgan outrage. It is also understood, that the officer under whoee control such
funds were placed, expended them for the objects and purposes for which they were
aEpropria.ted. and made a report at a subsequent communication of the said grand
chapter, that he had so expended them. A portion of this m is understood to
have been amslnyed in re-imbursing the expenses which individual members had
before sustained in the same great object ; a portion was paid to some of the conspi-
rators, who had become fugitives from their homes and country, for fear of punish-
ment; and a portion was paid for the support of individuals who had been con-
victed of a violation of the laws of the land. It has been stated, too, that further
sums have been appropriated by the same grand chapter, for similar objects ; but the
very organization of the grand chapter, bound, as its mémbers are, to secrecy, by
oaths of surpassing strength, and guarded, as its sessions are, by naked weapons,
would naturally prevent evidence of its transactions from coming to the know-
ledge of those not admitted within its guarded walls. The guilty secrets of this
mystic body, would hardly pass lips sealed by dreadful oaths, or portals guarded by
drawn swords. There is not, therefore, all that precision in relation to those facts
which would be desirable ; yet it is known from the statement of the officers of the
grand chapter themselves, that the expenditures of that body have been greatly
increased within the last three years, so much so as to encroach greatly upon the
principal of their means. There is reason, also, to believe, that the legislative and

executive councils of the state of New York have not been uncontaminated by ma-
sonic influence, and that there persons have been lent to throw embarrassment in
the way of the conviction of offenders against the laws.

In the winter of 1827, a memorial was presented to the lesillature of that state,
setting forth the facts of Morgan’s abdugtion and murder, and the difficulties which
stood in the way of bringing the pee:!xm-aton of that crime to ljnsﬁca, and prayin,
that a committee night be appointed to strengthen the arm of the law. 'Fh:mqg
the chairman of the committee to whom this memorial was referred,- reported in
favour of the Erayer of the petitioners, yet this r:grt hardly received a decent con-
sideration, and was thrown indignantly among papers which were considered
unworthy of legislative interference. In 1830, a conventioh representing the anti-
masonic interest of the state of New York, presented a memorial to the legislature
of that state, praying the appointment of a committee, with power to send for persons
and papers, to inquire whether the grand chapter of that state had interfered in the
administration of justice, or aided, countenanced, or protected the violators of the
laws. Though this memorial preferred he;vy charges against the grand chapter, the
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falsehood of which, if false werd, might have been dispreved, ting the
reference asked, yet the legisiature choﬂlm refer it to the :mrno?Mwho
noonooftbeimwmu to a full and fair investigation of the sub-
Ject. In the winter of 1829, John C. Spencer, Esq. was appointed by the exeeu-
tive of the state of New York, special counsel to conduct the prosecutions in relation
to the ﬂ:;ﬁnn outrages. He was a fearless, efficient, faithful and industrious officer,
and en with h , seal, and energy upon the duties of his appointment. He
these duties for one year, and made his report to the executive disclosing
the results of his investigations. Mr. Spencer was treated in such a manner by the
authorities of the state, as to furnish convincing proof, that, in their estimation, he
had been too faithful in the discharge of his duties. His confidential communications
to the executive in relation to the means to be used in proving the erime of murder,
were divulged through the ‘ﬁeney of his masonic advisers, as is understood, to the
couasel of some of the individuals implicated in the outrage.

These are all the facts which your committee have Wad time to in relation
to the conduct and measures of masons to t a conviction of their fellow
masons of the erime of the abduction and murder of William Morgan, but they are
by no means, all that exist in relation to that subject. If they were all to be noted
down, this report would swell to an ineonvenient and perhaps unnecessary length.
There are a thousand circumstances which have been noted by those who reside on
the theatre of the outrage, which though minute and trifling in themselves, and
which are, therefore, almost impossible to b® comnmunicated to others, yet have
contributed to uce an impression, that the fraternity, both collectively and indi-
vidually, have ctmngl?r opposed to any investigation of these high handed
offences against the laws. The taunts, the sneers, lmg the ridicule of some, and the
vindictiveness, the malignity, and the threats of others, have gone into the account,
to create a belief that the fraternity generally, with very few exceptians, have done
2ll in their power to avert punishment from the heads of their ﬂmding brethren.
Your committes submit this of facts without a single comment, and will feel
satisfied if any man, or namber of men,will be induced by it, to inquire into the
nature of an institution whose &rinciples your committee believe, authorized the
commission of an outrage upon the liberty and life of a fellow citizen, and prompted
its members to use every eifort to avert the just intervention of the laws from the
heads of the offenders.



UNITED STATES-

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Ward, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to inquire when, where, and éor what purpose free-
masonry was first instituted ? What has beew its pro ? Where has it flourished
most? And what is now the probable number of the fmtemity ?

Respectfully report,

WHEN AND WHERE FREEMASONRY ORIGINATED.

The origin of an earthly thing, does not always determine its character : but when
the pride of birth, and the boast of an illustrious ancestry are assumed by a foundling,
the assumption affects the character of the bantling, and proves it to be destitute both
of virtue and truth. ' :

Freemasonry originated in England. _

Elias Askmole, the last of the Rosicrucians and Alchymists, was admitted to the
Jreedom of the operative masons’ company, in London, A.D. 1646, and died, 1692.(a)

Robert Plot, LL.D. Ashmole’s librarian, speaks in his Natural History of Stafford-
shire, * of a custom of admitting men inio the society of freemasons ;" also, “ of a parch-
ment volume, containing the history and rules of the of masonry ;”’ and, also, of
their secrets, * that none know but themselves, which I reason to suspect,” he says,
“are, perhaps, asbad as this mystery of the craft itself, than which there is nothing I
ever met with more false and incoherent.” (b) :

Plot’s Natural History of Staffordshire, written and published between 1666, and
1696, we have not been able to obtain ; but should the above extracts from a masonic
book, prove to be correct, it contains the earliest printed mention of masonic secrets
within our knowledge. Neither Shakespeare nor Butler make any allusion to free-
masonry ; the writers neither of romance nor of song, name it in any work of the 17th.
century, with which we are acquainted ; nor Milton, nor Dryden, nor Addisou.

Freemasonry left its embryo state, in the Apple-tree Tavern, Charles-street,
Covent Garden, London, and there assumed a regular form, on the 24th day of June,
A. D. 1717, when the brethren of * the only four lodges in the south o land,”
elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, by a majority of hands, first grand master of masons. (c)
This grand lodge claims the acknowledgment of its supremacy, by the whole body
of the fraternity throughout the earth. (d). To this same grand lodge, and to those
which have sprung up at York, Kilwinning, and Edinburgh, in imitation of it, we
are able, by t hj of masonic writers, to trace every particle of freemasonry now
scattered over the four quarters of the earth. (¢) The name, Franche-maconerie, on
the continent of Europe, preserves the idiom of the English language, at the expense
of a gross violation of propriety in French. (f) And finally, the grand lodge of Eng-
land by treaty with the grand lodge of Germany, dated Berlin, October 20, and
London, November 30, {7‘73, canﬁrmad to the several grand masters of different
German states, the rights already granted, and bestowed all the remaining states
upon the aforesaid grand lodge of Germany in consideration of £25 sterling, to he
paid annually. (g)

FoRr WHAT PURPOSE WAS FREEMASONRY INSTITUTED ! :

Fréemasonry was instituted to dupe the simple for the benefit of the crafty. The

(a) Bio. Brit. y s _

(b) Freemason’s Pocket Companion, p. 192. . )

(c Andersol:;: Constitutions, 2d. Ed. p. 109. Preston, Riehard’s Ed. p. 167. Smith. Law-
e, , and othera.

(d) See the Latin inscription on plate put beneath the corner stone oi’ Freemason’s Hall, Lon
don, A.D. 1775, as recorded by Preston, p. 310. Smith, p. 83.

(e) Anderson, Scott, Smith, Preston, ison, and others.

) Essnis sur la Franche-masonerie. Par J. L. Laurens.
(g) See the treaty in Smith's mVoomenéy. p. 188.
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object it has steadily pursued, until its members have attained to mitres and crowns
of masonry; and also to a political influence corresponding with their claims to
imperial power. ’

HAT HAS BEEN ITS PROGRESS |

John Montague, duke of Montague, was chosen first noble grand master of ma-
sons, A. D. 1721. (a) Anderson's * Constitutions of Masonry,” the first printed
document of the fraternity, appeared A. D. 1723. (a) Thus nearly years
ela) from the discovery of the art of printing, before this self styled most ancient

honourable ity added one work to the literature of the world. About this
time, both Pope (b) and Swift (¢) name freemasonry in terms of unqualified contempt.
In 1726, provincial grand masters were first appointed, by whom freemasonry was
carried to the different counties of England, to North and South Wales, and to
Gibraltar ; and so around the globe. (d) October 13th, 1730, it was disclosed, ﬂI:
lished, and sworn to, by BamueL PricHARD, (e) an irreproachable citizen of
don. (f) It was first planted in America, at Boston, A. D. 1733; at Charleston, 8.
C. and at Cape Coast, in Africa, and in the gran;lul:ge of Beotland, A. D. 1736. (g)
It was proseribed in 1735, by the republic of H » (b) where it had been intro-
duced by the Earl of Chesterfield, (i) in 1728. It was Smmm'bed in France, 1737;
in Italy, and by the Pope, 1738; and in the republic of Switzerland, in 1745. (k)

The masons of Lyans, in France, partizans of Andrew Michael Ramsay, invented
the order of kadosch templar (1) A. D. 1743 ; hence sprung the elect of nine, of fifteen,
perfect masons, et cetera. In 1747, Ch. Ed. Stuart, son of the Pretender, received
many favours of the masons at Arras, in France, and in return, gave them a warrant
for holding a chapter, and called it the Scotch Jacobite. (m) This chapter was after-
wards removed to Paris, with the name of chapitre &’ Arras, and is the germ of royal
arch masonry, which now modestly dates from the time of Zerubbabel.

Freemasonry of three degrees, was thus disseminated over the.civilized world;
and the of perfection were commenced previous to the middle of the last
century. To trace the progress of the mystery in all countries, and in all its different
rites, is needless. The origin of the Scotch Z:dge, of France, is found in La mere
loge de St. Jean d’Ecosse, instituted at Marseilles, A. D. 1751. Hence sprang the
Scotch masonry of Mexico, and of the world. 1In 1754, the Chevalier de neville
“mstituted a chapter of the high degrees, from which the German Baron, Hund, took
the rite called strict observance. Martinez Pascalis invented the order of elect priests,
from which sprang the Martinists of the French Revolution. In 1756, * the grand
lodge o{ France” first took its name, having lpruviomily styled itself, *the grand
Eﬁh’a Lodge of France.” Precis Hist. vol. 1, p. 37.

1758, at Paris, was established the first Council of Emperors of the East and
West, Smﬁf‘:cu. Freemasons! Among the founders of this dynnmo find
the names of le maitre de danse, and Pyrlet, le tailleur d’habits : in plain Eng-
lish, & da.nein‘g master and a tailor. )

The sovereigns, by their warrant, dated Augun 27, 1761, sent sublime and per-
Ject masonry to the mew world, by the hand of Stephen Morin, & Jow; ;

lanted it in the West Indies ; and a council at Kingston, in Jamaica, gave it to

enry Andrew Franken. Franken, by a patent, dated 6 December, 1778, gave it
to Moses Michael Hayes, n Jew, afterwards grand master of Massachusetts ; Hayes

(a) Anderson’s Constitations of Masonry.
ST L - i
3 mistress to Geo. Fanlkner, printer.

Bwift's Works. Vol. 12, p. 331.
d; Scott, Preston, and Anderson.
©) Masonry Dissected. By Samuel Prichard.
f) Aunderson’s Condtitutions. 2d Ed.
Eg Anderson, Scott, Smith, and Preston.

Smith, p. 193.
. (i) Anderson's Constitutions, p. 112, and 129, connected with Lord Chesterfield’s embassy
to Hague, and the Current History of Masounry.

L — |
. New . 44, i igue. Vol. 1. p. 33.
m) Precis Historique, and Bs'im't Du Dogmy, p. 1 ’
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gave it to Spifzer, of Charleston, 3. C. and there the heirs of Lacorne and Pirlet now
sway the sceptre of freemasonry, * under the celestial canopy of the zenith,” over
“ both hemispheres.” (a)

WHERE FREEMASONRY HAS FLOURISHED MOST.

Russia. Spain, Portugal, Naples, and Rome, make freemasonry a capital offence.
There is no crime in the mummery to die for under the gallows ; the offence lies in
the political use made of freemasonry, dangerous to all governments. The sove-
reigns of France, England, Prussia, Netherlands, S8weden, and Brazil, take the fra-
ternity under the royal guardianship. This is not becanse their majesties love the
farce of the lodge-room, but they fear its political tendency.

Great Britain has pursued both the restrictive and the protective course at the
same time. While the late kmE was heir apparent to the throne, he was made grand
master of masons ; and the parhament forbade the increase of the number of lodges
in the three kingdoms ; and also forbade the adoption of any degrees, except only the
ﬁrs;. three in masonry. The statute bears date year of George IIL. and is now
in force. ! )

_The only countries in which freemasonry flourishes, neither forbidden nor restrained,
are the republics of North America. Here the growth is withouta [)emllal ; (except
in France, during the last IE“" of Louis XV1.) a growth honourable to the freedom,
but dangerous to the stability of our publig institutions.

CONCLUSION.
——+¢ Out of the earth a fabric huge
Rose like an exhalation, with the sound
Of dulcet symphonies, and voices sweet,
Bailt like a temple.”’—Milton's desoription of PanpEmonivM.

The eorner stone was laid at London, on mechanice’ holiday, A. D. 1717 ; thirty
to forty stories have since been erected, and some towers have been raised to the
fearful height of ninety, and even one hundred and twont{ de%u : the walls are
living men of all christendom, to the number of a million, 100 of whom are in
this eountry, bound together b; ties upon their fame, their life, and the future salva-
tion of their souls. It has a ritual, an sltar, a priesthood, and worshippers. Itis an
unhallowed temple, whose votaries are admitted, in attire for a gallows. It has a
government, and laws, an empire, and crowned heads, and a book of constitutions
and a sword. It is the temple of , Where. young men swear fealty to an un-
known prince. Ttis a refuge of lies; nesther truth, nor righteousness, nor patriotism -
will suffer it longer to defile the earth. E

(a) Precis His. Dalcho’s Orations and others. For Franken’s commission to Hayes, see the
Providence Free Press, Vol.I. No. 2.
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Oliver, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, made a Report as follows :

The Committee appointed by the United States Anti-Masonic Convention, to
examine into the character of freemasonry, and to inquire how far its pretensions
have been supported by facts, respectfully submit the following Report :

Before entering upon the duties of their appointment, your Committee were fully
aware that this subject would require a more elaborate discussion, than the limited
time of the sitting of this Convention would afford; they have, therefore, thought
proper to present no more than a brief outline of the most prominent pretensions and
practices of freemasonry, as they are now exposed to the world.

If we allow its own standard authors the privilege of answering for the institution, -

« it claims to be an association of divine d*igin, emanating from, and communicated
by the Deity himself to Adam, and through him to Enoch, Methuselah, and Noah,
and thus to the succeeding ages of the world, to Solomon, and the Prophets and
Apostles, down to the sovereign pontiffs, princes, and potentates of the earth ; and
to all the subsequently initiated members of their mystical order, to the present
day.” :

ut when we consult the pages of ancient history, both sacred and profane, there
is not the lemst trace or allusion to any such organized society, anterior to the
eighteenth century; at which period, viz. anno domini, 1717, modern history
in%orms us that this fraternity held their first meeting in the city of London ; and

subsequently, in the year 1 they published their first book of constitutions. Con- |
sequently all its pretensions to an ancient origin, are founded on mere tradition, |
which, of all evidence, is the most vague and inconclusive. As a proof of this asser- |
tion, we appeal to the sacred history ; and by a eomparison of events with their re- |

wpective dates, we find the masonic traditions eonfoundini and blending distinct and
separate periods of time, comprising an interval of several hundred years, and quoti.u;
- he sayings of some of the inspired writers long before they had an existence! Nu-
merous instances of perverting the sacred text might be cited ; but for the sake of
brevity, we shall name but few to show the fact. In the ceremony of the mark mas-
tors’ degree in masonry, the candidate is instructed respecting the curious white key
sione, pre by Hiram Abiff, and the passage from the Apocalypse is made to
apply to this circumstance, as a promised reward to the faithful masonic brethren.
“ 'fu him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him
= white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving him
that receiveth it ;" and the lecture continues, representing this key atone, covered with
hieroglyphics, as the very stoue alluded to in Holy #rit!! Again, in the royal arch
degree, the same language of inspiration is made to apply to the pretended pot of
menna found in the ark of the covenant, under the ruins og the old temple at Jerusa-
lem ; thus impiously perverting the sacred writings, to support the insipid tradi-
tions of the order. And again, in settling the pretended dimlty among the craft
about their wages, Solomon is made to speak the words of our Saviour, not uttered
until a thousand years afterwards, in his parable of the husbandman to his hired
servants: “Friend, I do thee no wrong; didst thou not agree to work for a penny u
day.” Many of the fraternity have never examined into the truth or falsity of these
traditions, bein dJslg_oaed to give implicit assent to their correctness, or passing them
by as matter of indifference ; but if thedy will serionsly consider these incongruities in
connection with other impositions and falsities Practimed upon their credulity, they
will diseover that the whole system is a tissue of falsehgod and deception. tgpecu-
lative freemasonry has ever pretended to impart to its recipients very important
secrets in morality, pkﬂou:rhy, and science ; and many of the reverend clergy have
declared, that they joined the institution with the view of improving themselves in the
priuciples of morality. How far these haye been instructed in the way of salva-
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tion, iet their own consciences decide. Elder David Bernard, whose expositions of
this mystery of iniquity entitle him to the character of a public benefactor, thus -
deseribes his own views of the institution : ** Wishing to avail myself of every auxi-
liary in promoting the glory of God, and the happinéss of my fellow men, I readily
received the three first degrees. My disappointment none can know, but those who
have, in similar circumstances, been léd into the same path of folly and sin. I
silently retired from the institution, and for three years was hardly known as a ma-
son. Not being able to advocate its cause from the knowledge I had derived of its
principles, and supposing the obligations I had received were morally binding, I could
say neither pro nor con concerning it, without a violation of my conscience. With
these views, I embraced an offer to advance into the higher orders of mysticism, and
reached forward to attain the desired end. In the reception of the chaptoral de-
grees, my embarrasment increased. When I came to the oath of the royal arch
mason; which- obligates to deliver a companion, *“right or wrong,” I made a full
stop, and obj to proceeding. I was then assured in the most positive terms,
that all would in the end be explained to my full satisfaction. But no such expla-
nation ever took place.”

Here is high authority for denouncing, the institution as altogether false in its pre-
tensions, to which might be added the testimony of hundreds of others of equal cre-
dibility. Of its scientific pretensions, the Hon. Cadwalader D. Colden, of New
York, another seceding mason, thus observes: * that all the science ever taught in
the lodge, may be comprised in the few following words, viz. that the sun rises in
the East; and sots in the West; that the sun rules the day, and the moon rules the
night! " It would require a volume to record the testimony of all those who have
discovered the false ptetensions of freemasonry, and who have denounced the insti-
tution as unworthy to exist in a land of freedom ; but the design of the present report
being to present the most prominent objections in a condensed form, we pass on to
give some other reasons for warning our fellow men to shun its dangerous snares. -

Another of its hollow pretences is found in the declaration * that one of its grin-
eipal objects is to distribute and dispense its funds to charitable iur?meu ;" but by a
reference to its own records, it may be seen that the amount of the funds thus distri-
buted, does not exceed the gratuitous distributiens of other men who have no con-
nexion with their secret order; and that a very large amount of the initiation fees
received, are expended in the frivolous ‘decorations of their persons and lodge rooms,
and their festivities and funeral ceremonies, From the examination of the records
of St. John’s Lodge, in the city of Boston, commencing in the year 1780, now in the

ession of a member of this convention, it a};};em that the amount of their cha-
ritable distributions in eighteen years, was $35 76; while the uggreiate amount of
the receipts and expenditures for the same time, exceeded the sum of $1800 !

Freemasonry professes unbounded charity, by holding fellow;hiﬁ’:ith all nations,
kindreds, tongues, and people; and pretends to embrace in christian love both
Jew and christian, Mahomedan and infidel, who are all taught to reverence and
adore the great supreme in undivided, undistinguished unity; yet the Jew can
reject the doctrine of christianity, and the Mahomedan deny the scriptures altoge-
ther, and the infidel ridicule the existence of a God, and all meet together upon the
great s?uar! and level of masonry, and receive instruction from this boasted hand
maid of religion! The same oaths are administered to all, and the sanre pretended

ious lectures are mysteriously adapted to all its followers! Many young divines
ve been induced, (from its claiming to be the handmaid of religion,) when about
to leave their native country, to offer themselves as candidates for masonry, with &
view to enlarge their understanding of moral and religious subjects, and secure for
themselves an easier rt to the wise and good of foreign nations. But the sum
and substance of all its pretensions to a religious character, according to the testi-
mony of hundreds of those who are now wiﬂ?ng to expose the fraud, consists in an
artful collection of scripture texts, arranged to correspond to the several degrees, and
indiscrimindtely submitted to believers and unbelievers, as a test of their fidelity to
the order! Since the late disclosures of the secret ceremonies of the order, the fra-
ternity have repeatedly affirmed, ¢ that it never was designed that the penalties of
their obligations should receiveé a literal construction; that by repeating the oblisa-
tion, witﬁar penalty annexed, the candidate merel'!r invoked those tortures if he
should wilfally and knowingly violate the obligation.” But the whole machinery



38] CHARACTER OF FREEMASONRY. - 3

of the institution forms & negative to this assertion, which is not in the power of its
advocates to remove. The very first conviction that im&r:nes the candidate (when
about to be initiated) in seeing an officer guarding the door with a deadly weapon,
is the danger to be apprehended from an unlawful intrusion ; and at every succeed-
ing step, he is constantly reminded of the penalties of his obligations. In inestin:ﬁ
the candidate of nearly all his apparel, he is deprived of the power of escaping wi
decency ; and while he submits to this pretended necessary preparation, the sense of
shame at his own degradation weakens his resolution to attempt an escape ; and if
the confessions of seceding masons are sufficient testimony to warrant belief, the pre-
viously initiated enjoy the embarrassment of the new candidate as a sort of offset for
their own former degradation. The halter, or cable tow, and the sharp pointed
instrument to the naked breast, are evidently designed to increase the dread of a pe-
nalty; while the utter unconsciousness of the scene around him, as his optics are
deprived of their ordinary functions by the close drawn bandage, the maore readily
:ﬁgam imaginary evil, which must wAtEI Iﬂpwduéo a mental excitement and alarm.

en the mock assassination of Hiram Abiff, is calculated to impress the niind with
the awful consequences of a curiosity to pry into the pretended mystery, and the
final sacrifice of the fabled Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum, agreeably to their own im-
precations, is a convincing proof that the penalties were intended to be literally con-
strued.  And all the subsequent oaths and penalties are evidently designed for the
same effect; for, as the obligations increase, in the same proportion the penalties
are made to increase in arous enormity; and it is to these penalties, literally
construed, that the institution owes its continuance from ite origin to the present
day. For without these terrific pppendages, such a flagrant imposition upon the
credulity of mankind could never have been concesled ; therefore itis a terous
absurdity to assert, that it bas adopted & form of words without a significant mean-
ing, for on their literal import has d miedilsvm;iex.inenee!! :

n conclusion, it may now be safely affirmed, that SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY
has, by its gaudy trappings and false pretensions, allured the feet of the credulous
and unwary into its toils, promising to impart important secrets, which no one has
ever realized ; and enjoined the imposition with eternal secrecy, under the pains and
penalties of a cruel death!! Such are her pretensions and promises, thus has
she fulfilled them. So will all testify, who have kad the courage and magnanimity
to burst her bonds, and honuﬂyconlzell the truth.
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Morris, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom was referred the examination of the evidence, as to the
truth of the disclosures contained in 8 work published by Elder David Bernard, en-
titled “ Light on Masonry,” report,

That the abduction and murder of Morgan by the masonic fraternity, for the
alleged crime of revealing the lower degrees of masonry, is ample confirmation of
the truth of those degrees, as contained in Elder Bernard’s book. The evidence
furnished by this fact, must be conclusive as a‘gnimt the institution of masonry, be-
cause there could be no other E:sible retence for the infliction of masonic vengeance
upon its victim, than his di of the secrets of the order. If the murder of Mor-

was not resorted to, as the means of either preventing or punishing the revela-
tion of secrets deemed by their professors of the highest mcm it was an act
of atrocious barbarity, without motive or the pretext of justification. The masonic
fraternity have, therefore, stamped upon Morgan’s disclosures the impress of mar-
tyrdom, and sealed his testimony with the blood of their vietim.

The evidence to the truth of these disclosures, furnished by seceders from the in-
stitution, is, in the judgment of the Committee, entitled to full eredit. The character
of the witnesses in point of intelligence, integrity, and veracity, their means of know-
ing the facts, the total absenee of every inducement to falsify those facts, the perfect
ease with which their disclosures, if false, can be refuted, the facility of effectin
their convietion of perjury, in those cases where their disclosures have been sup
by their oaths in judicial proceedings, forbid the supposition that their disclosures are
not true. Inthestate of New York, a considerable number of the seceders are clergy-
men of different denominations, whose constitutional interdict from holding offices,
furnishes an effectual refutation of the allegation so generally and so f; cir-
culated, that political power is the object of the opponents of masonry. The intelli-
gence, virtue, and piety of these gentlemen can leave no doubt, that the most im-
perative sense of duty to their and their country prompted their secession from
the order, and their disclosure of its secrets. That spirit of masonic malice, * whose
heart coins slanders like a mint,” has sought to invalidate the testimony of the sece-
ders, imputing to them the commission of moral pauugo The intelligenee of the
8ge in which we live, requires no laboured exposition of position, equally sane-
tioned by ethics and by law, tliat oaths extrajudici ministered, dictated like .
those of masonry by force or fraud, and directly conflicting with the paramount duties
of the citizen to his God and his country, are neither legally nor morally obligatory.
The faithful and literal performance of the sworn obligation of the brethren of go
mystic tie, to mark the seceder as an object of masonic vengeance, to asperse his

aracter, defame his reputation, derange his business, and point him out to the
world as a vicious and unworthy vagabond, is & volume of masonic testimony to the
truth of the disclosures made by the seceders.

In corroboration of the other evidence of the truth of these disclosures, the Com-
Mittee deem it not unimportant to advert to the fact, that in this free republic, where
every subject human and divine is by the nature of our institutions subjected to the or-
deal of publie discussion ; freemasonry alone is attempted to be an exception to the
general rule, and its all-powerful influence is exerted to muzzle the press, to gag the ora-
tor, to obstruct or incommode the assemblage of conventions, to prevent examination of
1ts claims, and stifle all inquiry into its principles and practices. Freemasonry, alone,
of all the subjects which affect our rights and duties here, and our accountabilities
B bl denies the control of public sentiment, and defies the tribunal of public

Imm‘
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The truth of many of the facts disclosed in the work entitled ** Light on Masonry,”
rests not, however, solely upon the testimony to which the Committee have as yet
adverted. The records of the courts of justice furnish evidence upon this subject,
which sophistry cannot pervert, prevarication evade, or impudence deny. It is
judicial evidence upon the very fact in question. In Judge Gardiner's re made
to the senate of the state of New York, pursuant to their resolution, of the testi-
mony taken before him upon the trial ofp Elihu Mather, the obligations and oaths
assumed by members of the fraternity upon their admission, and particularly those
of the royal arch degree, binding the member to extricate a brother from difficulty
right or wrong, are confirmed and established by the testimony of members of the
masonic order, not seceders, who were yet attached to, and presiding in the lodges,
and who state] upon their oaths these obligations in the terms and nearly the words,
in which they are divulged in the work in question. In various trials before magis-
trates in the state of New York, in suits prosecuted for alleged infractions. of the -
statute, prohibiting juggling and shows, against persons professing.to exhibit the
ceremonies attendant on I.Ee admission of masons, members of the order, yet at-
tached to the lodges, of unblemished reputations, and one of them a member of
the present!@ongress, testified that the mode and manmer of initiating members, and
the oaths taken by themselves and by others on admission, were the same as set forth
T ttor triel m the of which being promisso for the

r tri 14 same state, one of w upon a note for
initiation fee on admission into a lodge, the defence toP:rhich mnsininr’; in the want
of consideration, distinetly prosented the inquiry into the truth of the disclosure of
masonic secrets, furlliuhm'lv indisputable judicial evidence, that the rights and ceremo-
nies, the oaths and obligations of the lodges were correctly detailed. :

The Committee are unanimously of apinion, that the evidencs extrinsic and intrin-
sic, direct and collateral, positive and circumstantial, is such as can leave no doubt
on the mind of any rational man, that the disclosures contained in the work, eatitled
* Light on Masonry,” particularly in regard to the degrees in use in this country, are
authentic and unquestionable.

e

LETTER FROM ELDER N. N. WHITING TO ELDER DAVID BERNARD, APPENDED TO
THE FOREGOING REFORT BY ORDER OF THE CONVENTION. i

Vernon, Oneida County, N. Y. September 7, 1830.
Erper D. BERNARD,

Influenced, as I humbly trust, by asense of the duty which I owe to the friends of .
truth and the happiness of mankind, I hereby certify, that the various masonic de-
grees contained in the list below, and published by you in the work entitled * Light
on Masonry,” are genuine and authentic, and may Bzorelied on as such by the world.
I farther certify, that the degrees from that of kmight of the East and West, to that
of Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret inclusive, were conferred on me and several
others infermally, that is, without the use of the various ceremonies detailed in those
degrees as published; that a simple obligation of secrecy being administered, we
were left to learn the nature and tendency of those degrees from the manuseripts in
which they were contained ; that this mode of conferring the degrees is a regular
one, when there is no organized consistory for the Sublime D . I farther cer-
tify, that an agent of the Supreme Counecil of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General,
(which Council has its place of meeting in Charleston, 8. C.) was employed to com-
municate the Sublime Begraes to an nﬁiurof high masonie rank in the state of New
York, and that through that officer said degrees have been couferred on various per-
sons residing in said state.

: List of Degrees referred to above.
Becret Master, IHustrious Knlih.
Perfect Master, Grand Master Architect,
Intimate Secretary, Knight of 8th Arch.
Provost and Judge, G. E. and 8. Mason,
Intendant of the Buildings, Knight of the E. and W.
Elected Knights of Nine, 8oy, Prinee of Rose-Croix,

Elected Grand Master, Grand Pontiff. .



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Taylor, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to inquire what has been the influence of free
upon the public press; and whether it be expedient for this convention to adopt any
measures in relation thereto, respectfully report,

That the result of their inquiries presents a state of the press, alike disereditable to
its eharacter, and alarming to all who love the liberties and the independence of their
country. ; :

As nearly as your Committee have been able to ascertain, there are published in
all the states, an gate of 983 newspapers. '

These have di themselves into three distinct classes. The first consists of
those which have issued from the press since the year 1826, founded exclusively upon
the principle of opposition to freemasonry, or so condueted, comprising 124 of the
above number; of which are published in the state of Pennsylvania 53; New Yeork
46 ; Connecticut 2 ; Rhode Il?and 1; Massachusetts 5; Vermont 4; New Jersey 2,
Ohio 9; Indiana 1; and I in the territory of Michigan.

‘These have been established by the zeal, and supported by the liberal contributions
of the middling and unambitious classes of society; with no motive but the attain-
ment and dissemination of those alarming truths, which they had sought for in vain,
through the ordinary channels of intelligence. These publications have been prin-
cipally commenced since the murder of Morgan ; and they have been metjat the thresh-
old, by the hostility of that fraternity, which has hitherto controlled as with an iron
sceptre, every imterest which they have not deemed beneath their notice.

gainst a combination, whose hands have not refused to wield the weapons of dis~
honourable warfare, and labouring under every possible disadvantage, this Spartan
band has contended with a zeal and steady perseverance, which indicate that the
patriotism of the heroes of '76, still animates with undiminished fervour, the breasts
of many of their offspring.

The next class of periodical publications, consists of such as have been founded
exclusively u nmasonicpﬁncipl;ou, and are sustained by masonic patronage. These
were li and are conducted in the strictest accordance with that law of illumi-
nism which is given by Weishaupt in these words,  newspapers and reviews must bo
established to calumniate every influential man, who canmot be brought over to our
zmy." T!wtio“" in an atmosphere of falsehood ; and like the unclean beast which

ttens upon the poisonous vapours of its own dungeon, draw their nutriment from
the calumny of the best and purest ; and when summoned to the bar of public jus«
tice, they go forth convicted libellers, glorying in their shame.

The third class comprehends all those, with a few honourable ions, which
were in successful operation, not exclusively masonic, when Morgan's illustrations of
masonry were first suffered to behold the light.

These papers scattered through the whole extent of our country, ushered from a
thousand presses, daily, weekly, monthly, and quasterly, and professing to go the
minutest intelligence upon every subject of general or limited interest; con-
stant inmate of every home; the daily visitant of every fireside ; have acquired an
influence as absolute as the laws of our land, and as wide as the country which we
inhabit. To meet the spirit of inquiry, the caterers for the press, are unwearied in
their efforts. They draw their supplies from every quarter of the globe; they eagerly
lay hold of every occurrence, foreign or domestic, jrivial or important, and send it
forth, to ﬁnﬁl‘y the cravings of thlumbhe curiosity. In these efforts to give interest
to the publications of the day, no industry is upars; no topic is beneath their notice;
but the broad fields of fiction, of politics, of science, of the arts and of religion are
ransacked ; and having explored them all, and gathered every palatable fruit, these
indefatigable men, like the daughter of the horseleech, are unsatisfied still.
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An ordinary murder, in which a solitary individual was implicated, has rung
through all our papers, for months together : and the illegal detention of & foreigner,
an alleged defanlter, has set whole cities in a flame. This was indeed the indication
of a blessed spirit ; for it proves that our citizens know the value of liberty and law,
and mﬁdom i “‘t?est ‘mfunf‘ p::;n;.mum.nﬁﬂ an .amerieu d%
outrageously ki torn from hi 2 €0 ina eon, tran

utgicklysettbd country, and murdered under chtmu—u%cuof the most
cold blooded b ity, and these same presses are silent as the grave. He who
could compass sea and land to gather news, seomed to have forgotten his occupation ;
and that “blessed spirit” which burst forth like the flames of a volcano, use
the laws had been violated in the person of an alleged swindler, gave no signs
of life. In the region where this ou had been perpetrated, the criminal
apathy or connivance of the conductors of the press, alarmed the people : they arcee
in their might and established independent lpou.&rzthwhiehlhomthhubm
fearlessly minated, in defiance of the dE-uln and calomnies of that all-powerful
institation. Without the aid of these presses, the mass of the people in New York
and Ponnz:nnin, Massachusetts and Vermont, would at this moment, have been
ignorant that William Morgan ever lived. Nay, after crowds of witnesses have
K:ovod his murder, by circumstances amounting toeeruintﬁl after adhering masons
ve trampled upon the suthority of our courts of justice; have defied the power of
heaven and and alleged as their only excuse, that the truth would implicate
themselves in the bloody deed; there are still thousands in our land, and men too of
intelligenee and virtue, who believe that the story of that murder is all a fiction.
Wll‘y is this? Why is it, that among our intelligbent population such gross and dis-
graceful ignerance prevails! It is because the pu Iicprauilflhiedbyupowarun—
seen, and controlled by an influence of unlimited operation. Through the medium of
the press the public mind has been poisoned, so that none, however elevated, can ex-
press a just indignation against the perpetrators of a horrid erime, or against the in-
stitution, which justifies and protects the criminal, without the risk of being denounced
uafnnaﬁe,nrafoo!.or.&fxningm. -

Your Committee are aware that some of them have been driven by dire necessity
to adopt a course, at which their better feelings revolt.

But in view of all the facts, the Committee are constrained to say, that in their
opinion, the conductors of the press, who- have made themselves voluntarily ob-
noxious to the eharge of lnppmin&intcﬂigem intensely interesting to the Ameri-
can people ; of refusing to sound alarm, when li has been invaded, our
laws trampled in the dust, and life wantonly sacrificed ; have systematically in-
sulted the memory of the dead, and calumniated the living; who have wielded their

ighty power at the will of a secret and corrupt combination, and have used their
influence to pervert the truth and mislead the public mind ; who have shown them-
selves willing rather to jeopard our dearest interests, than to risk the loss of patron-
age or incur the enmity of ; have proved faithless ‘ sentinels upon the
watch-towers of liberty;” and unworthy the confidence of those who justly value the
dear bought privileges of American citizens.



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Hopkins, from the Commitiee nezt heregfier mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom it was referred, * to take into consideration the true nature
of masonic oaths or obli ns, and to whethortbeym._orm not, reli-
ey &ﬁ"ﬂ"m frpmosa Mool pri o mm'mmlm

her ol ons o nty. evel citizen is
luppmthowmmumnndhmofhlcow ﬁlfmd

That the terms of this reference, being aﬂ malomc obligations
whatever. Inﬂ:eappheauonofthe-ub;mmthemthumeﬂed it appears to the
committee, that the matter of those oaths may properly come under the followi
considerations, namely: Ist. Of oaths which respect matters merely frivolous.
of ﬂ:on,lfmythmbe,whlch t matters entirely lawful and proper, and nos
Im b mOf those, w by their natural undemo operation are

tile to er, manners, or equal t without uquu'mgu
cific offence. 4th. Of whchmdlmﬂylzﬁ:gd. whoiher eguh y“lg;: :
pressed in terms, or is afterwards deduced, as an unexpected
in oaths may be of ma.ny different kinds : lheobjoetof them msyLuelther directly
mmmal,ortheyma to breaches of prior duty, obligation or contract, or of
politieal all these, the inquiry is, whether they are religiously,
morally, or

Andyﬁl'lt.ll to t.hou' Iegal obligation, the committee report; that none of these
bein ouhsmthomodorn%unedformywoknmwthomwmmz

ally binding in any possible case’ (a) mmuuugquuuomemomlhdr
tion in conscience.

Anoaﬂlhduﬁnodbymonlwmmulnutof {h. which the
:ﬁrmantnppnllmﬂ:eSu‘i me Being, mwitns-d:otm of w affirms to
be true, or his fidelity in the performance of that, which hepnmuu to perform. -
Such a transaction presupposes the infirmity of all human sanctions. It applies to
thotll ts and intents of the heart; and therefore it appeals to him who knows

t presupposes also, that tbabemgwhonlppelhr:o, is both able and dis-
nblﬂmhh perjury. The universal ado of oaths, by all nations, to sanction
solerhn engagements as the cannot tly reach; such, for

snmple, as fidelity to governments, the observance o(’m and truth in giving
tesnmony is @ proof, that a sense of the sanctity of oaths, is deeply graven upon the
heart of man. Grotius observes. that in every nation, and in every age, an oath has
always been of the greatest weight in promises, contracts, agreements (c).
If the use of solemn oaths is found thus universal, and thus necessary to man, in his

Bee opinion of Marcey, J. in The People vs. Jewett, at 1830.

E:; Thsylﬂmmhfoﬂowmudaﬁnmonmthe%b::a Officiis : Eﬁ jus-
arandum affirmatio religiosa; sutem affirmate, quasi , promisseris am

u. See also Grotina de Jure Bel. et Pac. Lib, ll Cap. XIII. '

Puffendorf. Droit de la Nat. Lib. IV. Chap. L.

Paiey's Moral Puiosopby, Baok IIL. Chap. XVL.
]

Bnﬂu’u‘rfmh gl’l

nnanmd:Ch Just. of Sonth Carolina, under the colonial governmentm 1.
Hn(.l)l?‘hw.lm,p 2. The precise definition in the text above, is rather gathered fromall,

ulwdwchapﬁorbeﬁmuud In this chapter he has collected s great number of examples
(c) ofllmutallnnhon:faruﬁl. BmBarheync,mhummonPl&n-
Mmmmmmdwombﬂlmplammwlm He cites

Garcilago de Vega for this fact, in his history of



2 OBLIGATION OF MASONIC OATHS. [44

social condition; and if it is past doubt, that ¢ there is a God who governs the world,"”
and has planned the existence of social order, then we arrive, even without the aid
of revelation, to the conclusion, that the use of oaths.is a part of the divine economy,
and that the breach of them will be a subject of special punishment. .

The Committee, thus quoting the authority of the most distinguished guides in the
philosophy of morals, wish to repeat the remark, that they all, both Pagan and Chris-

tian, speak in efféct of an oath, as ** an act of religion.” The Commitiee submit, -

therefore, that they have properly referred to the great principle of religious obliga-
tion, though ref)orting to a body, whose members may be supposed to differ much
in their partieular creeds. The very terms in which this subject is referred, embrace
the moral and religious bearings of the question. The resolution treats the subject
as a question of conscience; and questions of conscierice can have little meaning,
except as they regard the responsibility of man-to his final judge. . .

A farther explanation may seem to be called for. Now, that divisions exist, and
excitement omtu. ing the merits of freemasonry, the mere unsupported

conclusions of this Comumittee or this Convention, adopted upon recent views of the.

question, might fail, perhaps justly, to command universal confidence. This has in-
duced the Committee to have much recourse to authorities, whether sacred or
fane; and they mean not to advanee any important proposition in morals, without
the most ample support of the inspired, or of the wise and good, who wrote before free-
masonry existed.

An oath, then, is truly a transaction between man on one part, and his Almighty
Judge on the other. It is a transactionin which, mordinﬂ to the general economy |

of divine Providence, the special power of that Judge is
effect to such necessary and important engagements of men, as ean, in no other man-
ner, receive a sufficient guaranty(a).

All thuonnnuplu apply to lawful oaths, taken for some useful and important
urpose. But the first question now to be considered, regards those oaths which are
or objects merely trifling or worthless. If the position is established, that an oath

effectually calls mnto exercise the avenging power of the Supreme Being, to punish
false (and on any other supposition, all oaths are & fraud and an imposture,)
then it follows, that oaths for tri&n;'and vain objects, are & direct act of irreverenes
towards that power. They are, then, a practical perversion of one of his great en-
gines for the support of human society; and a defiance of that penalty which every
oath supposes to be imprecated. In whatever degree an eath for a high and impor-
tant purpose, is sacred. in that degree, the use of it for any low, base, and worthless
object, is a profanation. But the case under consideration, supposes these oaths-to

taken; and the question is, what is the further duty of those who have
taken them, and how they may best escape the danger of fi offences against
conscience.

The Committee have not brought this branch of the subject fto view, bacause-it
is in itself exceedingly important ; but rather, because being obliged to examine a
graatmmofomhlo;veryva.ri-mim it seemed to be their duty to present the
subject in due method; and because the conclusions to be drawn frem tEu brangh,
will tend to throw light upon others.

If an oath for a vain or worthless pyrpose, is a transaction with the Supreme
Judge, then he is a to that transaction, considered as @ binding one ; then heis
. aparty, not to punish trifling, or unlawfulness in taking the oath, but heis a
party to see it-executed, or to punish the non execution.

But can the power of the God of all worlds, be thus called into operation by the ca-
price of man, to execute the vain engagements which folly may prompt?

The Committee know of no divine or human authority, for saying that such an
engagement, considered strictly as an oath, is binding. Puffendorf, who wrete 100

before masonry existed, has ex stated -his opinien, that + oaths oblige
not when they are absurd and impertinent”’(b). Doubtless, they are immoral and

(a) Un serment n’oblige m si Dieu ne I'accepte. Puffendorf as above cited, § VIII.
(An oath obliges not, if God does not accept it.)

_(b) Carils (lea serments) n’obligent pas, non senlment lorsqu'ils concernent les chosen jlii
cites, mais encore losqu'ils sont absurdes et impertinents. Puffendorf, as above, § X.

into exercise, to give |
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most offensive to our God and Judge; but no proof is ived that He will so
p:ﬁnhtbeoﬂ'enee considered, as & breach of the oath, because he requires the
obeervamce.

A very different question remains, when we consider what is due for reverence to
that hngand holy name, which we inveke in every lawful oath, and which we pro-
fane in every one that is unlawful. Ne man who unhafﬂi]y taken a light oath,
will, when his heart becomes better instructed, lightly break it. But util_F it is not
truly an oath: it binds not, as stich : the breach is not moral perjury: but a useless,
or hight breach, seems to be again taking the name of God in vain, and to be renew-
ed irreverence. Such an oath ought not to be violated without cause ; but the Com-
mittee, on the most attentive consideration they can give the subject, and aided by
the best authorities in morals, believe that for good ends, with justifiable motives,
any vain oath may be disregarded ; and that very often it is a duty to disregard it.

A single case will exemplify the views of the Committee, by L{el'luztieﬁll applica-
tion. Itie a most prominent point of masonry, when arrived at the sublime degree
of master, that MARAR-BONE signifies ¢ marrow in the bone.” Itis one of the land-
marks which never change with time or place. As bone has always signified bone,
(seemingly in Hebrew, in the time of King Solomon, and in all languages, ancient
and mo&orn. since his time,) it remains that ** mabar,” signifies * marrow.” Now
the candidate has, in effect, in every form of solemnity, and under most awful penai-
ties and sanctions, bound himself never to reveal the fact that * mahar,” so signi-
fies. Mean, and disgusting, and worthless as this falsehood is, no good man would
causelessly trifle with the oath he has taken. But when masonry is found to be a
great political, social, moral, and religious evil; when it is found to control govern-
ment, and leave to the l?oopla the shadow only of power; when it eanctions murder,
and then resorts to perjury to cover blood; when it avowedly -perverts the admi-
nistration of justice, in civil and criminal cases; when, to sanction these things, it
quotes the names of prosphets and apostles, who spoke as they were moved by the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit; and, when it covers all, by the pretence of mysteries
and secrets of solemn and momentous import; then it becomes, not merely allow-
able, it becomes a duty, to expose the base reality of these holy secrets, to hold up
these solemnities to the scorn of men; and to set the bloody and sacrilegious monster
in the pillory of public odium and contempt. Then it is a virtue in masons, to tell
the world, that their institution contains nothing more solemn, than the disgusting

‘of the dead body of Hiram Abiff ; and nothing more instructive, than the infor-
mation that * manA®,"” signifies ** MARROW."

2. If there is any one masonic obligation which is innocent in its object, and yet not
frivolous, it ought to be noticed in this connection. This second head is introduced
for the sake of carrying out the subject systematically, and of recording the admis-
sion, that cases of this character may possibly exist among mankind. In the diver-
sified events of life, instances may occur, where individuals, beyond the reach of
laws and of witnesses, or where all human sanctions would be incompetent, may
have just motives to ratify solemn and momentous engagements, by an appeal to
Him who searches the heart, and will bring every secret thing into judgment. The
Commitiee have not found, nor are aware, of any such in masonry; but if such
;xht, they would be the last to question the duty of a most sacred observance

them -

3. Before we come to those oaths which are specifically criminal, there is a middle
class, consisting of those which are only objectionable, by reason of their general
tendency and effect; as for example, that they are unfavourable to good manners,
social order, or equal right, or eonw;uenﬁallry niajnst moral obligation.

The Committee notice these principally, for the sake of presenting the subject in
every different point of view in which it has occurred to them. An extract from one
of the celebrated civilians and moralists who have been cited, will explain both the
case intended, and the opinion of the author.

. He says,  Though the thing promised should not be unlawful in itself, yet the oath
18 not the less void, if it hinders a more considerable moral good ; that is to say, if
itis an obstacle to some duty of humanity, or to what we owe to our relatives (a).”
It then puts the case of an oath to conceal a secret.of importance to mankind ; and

(2) Puffendorf, in the chapter shove cited.
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sanctions the ‘whole by the case of the Corban, or devoted offering, stated by our
8aviour ; and which will be quoted below. But while passing, the Committee beg
leave to make a single remark, upon this case of the concealment of valuable

secrets.

False and hollow as the pretension to such secrets is, masonry makes it. In that
wretched fragment which is attributed to King Henry VI. it is taught that masoury
conceals, among other things, the art of finding new arts, and this for her own profit;
the art of wonder-working, prophecy, magic, and of becoming good and wise without
the aid of fear or hope. Now it is obvious, that a knowledge of these secrets, which
masonry conceals for her own profit, would alter the whole economy of human life,
if revealed for the profit of mankind. The oath of concealment therefore is, on the
principles of the great writer quoted, as applied to masonic pretensions, void.

The Committee, however, present the subject in a different peint of view ; and

consider all oaths void, which bind together a portion of mankind in secret and
solfish associations, tending in terms, or in effect, to limit that benevolence which
we owe to all; or to profit a part at the expense of the whole ; or to deprive others
of their equal privileges, for the benefit of such aseociations. :

But if we would rise from human to divine authority, and draw instruction from
unpolluted and infallible sources, neither examples nor precepts on this subject are
‘wanting.

The Eeri abound with examples of oaths, rash, sinful, or ill understood, and
most manifestly recorded for our admonition.

From the N’éw Testament, the case of Herod’s oath to which John the Baptist
was sacrificed, and that of the forty Jews to slay Paul, are most commonly cited.
No one will now assert, that either Herod, or the forty Jews, were bound in con-
scionce to kill their victim. . X
. But it seems surprising that the case of the Corban, put by our Saviour, and which
is much more diseriminative, has not been referred to.

* But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or mother, It is a gift, (Corban,—a
thing devoted by vow to sacred uses,) by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by
-me, and honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made
the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.”’—Matt. xv. 5, 6. In
Mark vii. 12, the remark is further made, * Ye suffer him no more to do aught for
his father or mother.” Now here the sin imputed, isin the very fact of compelling
the vow-maker to keep his vow ; for the case put, lays no reproach upon them, if he
had been rich enough to pay the vow, and support his father and mother also. But
having solemnly de to the serviee of the temple, some article necessary to the
comfort of his parents, these false teachers required him to pay the vow, and suffered
him to do no more, (not being able to do bomfor his father or his mother. There
lay the sin; that s, in the very fact of performing the vow. Itis impossible to state
| case mor:‘rreeisely appropriate to such obligations of masonry, as are merely
against moral obligations, or of consequential evil tendency.

The Committee have hoped that_these views would meet the approbation of this
conveation, and of the wise and good of all classes. These views, if correct, will
help us to draw right distinctions; they will tend to settle moral obligation u
the right basis; so as on one side, not to trifle causelessly with any thing that has
borne the forms of an oath before God; and on the other, that they will remove the
scruples of those who su themselves bound in conscience, by all that may un-
hngp‘izl? have been im on them, under such forms. )

. Certainly, they are not so bound ; for when we advanee to the ground of unlawful
o_atlu_; or-to that of oaths, which in their terms, or by consequence, lead to any
violation of human or divine laws ; the Committee then arrive on ground which has
been often examined, and ‘h:i find themselves propped by on every side;
=—=by writers, ancient and modern ; Pagan and Christian; by moralists and legisla-
tors; by the civil law, and by all laws; and especially * by that sure word of pro-
phecy,” which might save the necessity of the other * of witnesses.”

. Rather than to detain the Convention by an array of authorities on an abstraet
tion, the Committee have referred on the bottom of these pages, to a few well
mown names (a) of great and established authority, on questions of morals ; and

(a) Bee the previous citations. .
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they pass on to select, by way of exam la.nomerlnuofthemm oaths of masonry;
nur tlt)l follow them ub’l.o thzir natuns and probable, or to t.heiryncmal and kn%
eom‘gnenm. To ttou who have studied masonry, the examples cited, will be
very familiar; to those who have studied anti-masonry, the observations to be made
on them, may appear trite and common. Pe however, this is one of the cases,
where repetition and reinculcation may meet with indulgence.

In looking over the vast mass of masonic oaths, the Committee would draw the
attention of the convention to a few points only, selected as specimens.

1. Every masonic obligation is entered into under the penalty of death ; except one
or two for maiming the limbs; and this penalty, with those exceptions, applies
alike tl?l o:dvery breach. The lawe of masonry, like those of Draco, are ALL writ-
ten in N

The fellow-craft’s, the master’s, and other degrees, contain a promise in the oath,
* to obey all regular signs, summons, or tokens given, handed, sent, or thrown from
the hand of a brother mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted
lodge, provided,” &ec.

is, then, a perfect & of machinery, for eapital condemnations and exe-
cutions. If the sign handed from a lodge, is a regular sign to put a masonic offender
to death, it must be obeyed under penalty of death. ’

In every case the lodge is sole judge. There is no appeal: he whe is commanded
to shed another’s blood, must do so, to save his own life. us, in the case of Miller of
Belfast, if his murder shall be finally confirmed, the two men, on whom the lot fell to
strangle him, had no alternative, but to obey, or to die. -

But the causes for which life is forfeited by the laws of masonry, have no relation
whatever, to the cases of capital crime by the law of theland. Our constitutions,
bills of right, and laws, guaranty to us, life and personal liberty, in all cases, ex-
cept when forfeited by those laws. In all other cases itis a ea crime to take
life intentionally. They guaranty liberty of speech in all possible cases.

‘We have, then, two systems of criminal law arrayed against each other. Masonry
takes life, for that which the laws treat as perfectly innocent: the laws condemn to
death, for doing that which masonry requires; and we have seen masonry protect-
ing criminals, whose lives, by the laws, were forfeited. It is not less obvious, that
the causes for which life is forfeited, by masonic law, are, none of them, offences
against the moral or divine law.

At the very ontset of this subject, we have therefore an obvious case, in which the
oaths :l':" mi;q_o cmﬂ‘:e be obligatory, unless the civil law and divine thm both
repealed. ither is case here supposed a gratuitous suppesition. Vi
death of Morgan, is a practical eommgntnry on the principle. He died for d::{
which the laws of, civil society in no manner condemn, and which cannot be called
an offence against the moral law, except by begging the question which is here
under discussion. -

2. The oath to obey the grand hailing sign of distress, and to fly to the relief of the
person giving it, is one which imports not criminality in terms, and only becomes -
illeg an illegal use. But the sign of distress has been known to have been
thrown by an escaping criminal to the officer who pursued him, and with success.
From the daily intercourse and conversation of life, examples are often heard of, in
which the sign of distress or other masonic signs, have been handed to jurors or
witnesses. '

' But examples cannot be necessary': the very nature of the case supposes and
proves, that must be eommon. s

| Every fugitive from justice; every man caught in the commission of a crime;
every criminal on trial; every smuggler ; every applicant, such as was John An-
derson, for relief from congress or a state legislature ; every eriminal who appliés
for a pardon, and every man who applies for a venal office, is a person in distress.
| A criminal mason has the chances which this lii: may give, through all stages of
the proceedings, from the issuing of a warrant for his arrest, to the pardon which re-
lieves him from the. state prison; for he may throw that sign to the constable who
pursues, and to the magistrate who examines him, for commitment ; te jail breakers ;
o grand jurymen, pentyﬁjuryman, witnesses, and judge. The Committes have
seen reason to suppose that & multitude of recommendations for pardon, which have
heretofore filled the country with criminals, were procured masonically. It would be



] OBLIGATION OF MASONIC OATHS.: [48

madness to suppose that so erful an engine as the grand hailing sign of distress
were not, must not be, freqp::;tly used ms:foeﬁ'eet. to the subversion of law and
right; especially in a government where opinion governs all, and where the aspiring
need friends, it is madngss to doubt whether thgse who seek for popularity and fame,
do not often gain them by a sacrifice of duty. The remonstrances of comscience
may be easily hushed by the sanctity of masonic obligations. In all these cases it
will be observed, that the oath is not only unlawful in its particular application, but
inits geperal tendency and effect, subversive of all right. :

3. {‘ha oath of secrecy pervades every masonic obligation, and is the cement of
the whole. Every observation which the Committee have made regarding the
grand hailing sign of distress, equally applies to this. But to bring the sul?;:::t more
sensibly home to the business of men, the Committee beg leave first to state the extent
of this obligation, and then to give a possible example of its power.

The obligation, even from the very first degree, to keaﬁ all masonic secrets, and
every part and parts, point and points of them, then delivered, or thereafter to be
delivered, is a most comprehensive obligation ; and is sealed, as has been stated, by
an oath to God, and by the penalty of a butcherly death. But in its terms no ille-
gality is expressly embraced, which might alarm the masonic novice. All the obli-
gations, however, advance in profligacy as they rise in rank; and it is very soon

eived that the secrets intended, are really crimes and offences against the laws.
hus in the master’s degree, an exception is made of murder and treason, which are
left at the discretion of the affirmant. - An exception is always of the same kind of
th.i;llg which the genera! words import. |
e who promises to keep all secrets except murder and treason, implies of neces-
sity, that by the other secrets, not excepted, he means other crimes. It follows,
therefore, that if cities are burned, women violated, houses broken, and merchants
ruined through forgery, by a master mason, no other master mason knowing the
facts as a secret, may reveal them, under the penalty of death and of moral perjury.
He may not reveal the secret as a witness on oath ; for there is no such exception. So
the obligation has been practised upon by masons on the western trials : and after
three years of such practice, during which this same construction has been urged
against masonry, that institution has not denied the justness of it, by any known or
publie act ; nor does it appear to have taken a single step to correct the consciences
of the witnesses. It has, therefore, sanctioned the construction ; and reaped the ad-
vantage ofit. It is too late now to retract.

But the more e terms of this oath are somewhat more flagitious ; for in that
institution, which distinguished men among us do not hesitate to praise and foster,
it is declared solemn rites and express words, that master masons are at full
liberty to conceal each others’ murders and treasons;—* and these,” says the oath,
*‘left at my own discretion !” S

But if this excite our special wonder and awe; if we seem to doubt the evidence
of our senses, when we see an order of men in this country, in this age, stand pro-
minently forth to organize the possible means of safety for the highest crimes, and
to organize them with deliberation, and forecast, and rites, and oaths ; what shall we
say, when advancing some degrees farther, we find that this concealment is no
longer left optional, but is made a consecrated duty; and, as such, that it extends
to every crime? In the oath of the royal arch degree, it is written, in words, at
length, * TREASON AND MURDER NoT EXCEPTED”(a). So itis understood by the
masonic authorities ; for, in the violence on M , royal arch masons alone, as the
Committee understand and believe, were selected, and no one can doubt, but the se-
lection was made with reference to this obligation. -

There remains, yet, a further enormity ; another wo. The secrets hitherto men-
tioned, are those intentionally communicated, as such. They embrace, therefore,
only the cases of actual conspiracy. But, in the obligation of the holy and thrice
illustrious order of the cross; [the Cross of Christ!] ; in that obligation, is contained
the following clause : :

(a) This obligation is not upiform in all the chapters. It is, sometimes, * all secrets
whatsoever,” sometimes, * all secrets without exception.” The most common form is be-
lieved to be that in the text. It is believed to be so given by the grand lecturer of the United
Btates, Mr. Jeremy L. Cross.—Note by one of the Committee. 5
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[ do swear to keep sacred my brothers' secrets, both when delivered to mé as
nwlh}. ud,whenthe nature of the information is such, as to require seerecy, for his
wolfare.’

The scope and object of this obligation is, that knights of this order, should kee|
secret each others’ transactions, when uni y or acei diseovered. ll:
may apply to the traitor, the murderer, the incondiary, the thief, the counterfeiter,
&e¢., unexpectedly canght in the act. But, without insisting upon cases, which it
mey still be hoped, are not of frequent occurrence, the Committee beg to draw the
stiention of the convention, by way of hypothesie, to a case which may show, to
what amazing mischief a conru , under such a bond, may lead, without the com-
mission of any single crime, which can be called atrocious.

The public econ of the United Btates, is much regulated by, and dependent
upon, those laws, which respect our commercial intercourse with other nations.

he exeeution of these laws is committed to a comparatively small number of revenne
officers. Upon the fidelity of these men, interests are depending, which are, literally,
immense. It is not merely the pub’ic revenwe and expenditure, the payment of
public debt, and consequent support of credit and of government ;—far beyond all this,
the execution of those laws, enters into the value of every production of the
soil, of every branch of industry. It is felt on every farm, by every fireside, in a
limited messure ; but in every great establishment of manufacturing industry, it is
felt in the prosperity or the ruin of the owner. To prevent the ennctment or amendment
of these laws ; to break them down when passed ; or to evade their effect, neither
cunning, nor fraud, nor corruption, nor perjury,'have been wanting. That the ob-
ligations of masonic secrecy have ever been interposed, to save a single bale of illieit
goods, when found liable to seizure, or toremit a penalty, or produce a false apprai-
sal, is a thing of which the Committee have no evidence. But when the wit and
wealth of England have beex applied to rid us, for our advantage, of laws found-
ed in vulgar prejudice, it would be passing wondorful, if they never lighted npon
this happiest of all instruments, for the improvement of our governmental economy.
Let it only be remembered, that the custom-house officer, is usnally and presump-
tively, & mason ; becamwse few appointments are made, but from the order. Let us
l.hcnmmle the very probable fact, that a masonic smuggler discovers the in .
to be a brother mason : there is, then, a road opened, whieh, like Milton’s from
the lower regions through ¢haocs, eannot be barricaded. The ins is poor,
and, even if conscientions, must live by his office. The smuggler lands goods in his
open view, and asks no favours. He gives the sign of his order; he urges on the
work of fraud; and death te the inspector who s him. A small amount of
smuggled goods depresses the market ; for the reduction of price, operates most ex-
unnvalg pon mercantile opinion; prices fall; the manufacturer is ruined ; the
establi t ceases to operate ; and the whole policy of a great and wise nation, is
thwarted by & few unseen and ignoble hands.

The Committee repeat, that they have no knowledge of any such fact. But, nei-
ther if the Jetter of Joha Anderson, to a member of congress, attempting to corrupt
him, bed been addressed to a real mason, as he supposed it was, should we ever
have known the application of masoury in corrupting legislatures; nor should we
have thought of the safety with which every member may be tried, and tempted in
tury, for none can betray the secret. But let it once be calcnlated, how many let-
ters, of any single elass or kind, are misseat, in proportion !to those that are rightly
directed. Is there one in ten thousand? If not, then the mathematical probability
is, thn:l ;im" than ten thousand masonic offers of corruption, have been sent and
concealed.

Apply any reasonable scale of probability to the evasion of the imposts; and it
will appesr to be little less than a miracle, if the best and safest of all possible means,
that is, masonic means, have never been resorted to, for the purpose of Lreaking
down the revenue laws of our country. .

The naked question, whether an oath against law, or agamst a prior natural or
moral obligation, ean be binding, is solved in a very few words ; the solution is per-
fectly intelligible to every sound mind ; and necessarily, convincing to every mind
which comprehends it. 'There is mo room for two opinions. For, if such an oath
is not void in conscience, it is then binding ; and then the commission of any possible
crime being sworn to, would be matter nDoonlcience.
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An oath, itself, is sssumed, to im some obligation. Buta uent and
opposite oath is void, or not void. If not void, then it dissolves the obligation of the
former oath; and then, it may as well itself be rendered void, by a new and farther
oath ; and, if so, then every oath may be annulled at pleasure, by taking a contrary

-oath. Thus, truth and fidelity would be abandoned ; and men would be divested
of the most inviolable of all the bonds which cement. and sanctify the social relations.

This masonic principle is thus self-destructive. For, if the masonic oath can
annihilate a prior oath, or moral ohlitggtion, then, it may itself be annihilated, by a
subsequent and cuntrl.rimth; and then, we are driven to say, in the same breath,
concerning every oath, that it is obligatory, or is not ob]ipto » at pleasure.

But those masons who contend for the obligatory effect of masonic oaths, and
‘who, at the same time, have taken any oath to civil society, such as that of anofficer
or voter, are called upon to decide which oath is to be preferred, when the two come
in conflict. May the person thus situated, decide for himself which oath to keep ?
If 8o, he is bound by neither. Is the prior oath obligatory? Then, it follows, that
every person who has first taken these masonic oaths, proclaims himself incapable of
civil trust. -

The Committee believe, that the great body of mnierely nominal measons, who
regard the institution either with indifference or contempt, but do not openly
renounce it, are faithful to their country and its laws. They believe, also, that the
great bod{ of the zealous and adhering masons, who act as a party, consider their
‘masonic obligations, as in all cases paramount.

This principle was acted upon by the masonic judicatories, when deliberating
beforehand, on the fate of Morgan. It was fully bellieved by his executioners, when
amidst the storms and tumults of remonstrating conscience, they counselled concern-
ing his death. It has been extensively acted upon, by perjured witnesses, jurors,
and civil officers, to cover that crime.

. In point of fact, any officer or voter, who, being & mason, takes an oath to support
the constitution, or faithfully to discharge his oﬂiceﬂlacm himself in a condition,
.where he may be subject to conflicting obligations. us, for example, Mr. Bruce,
* the sheriff of Niagara, has been called to act under an accumulation of contradicto
-oaths. First, by his oath of office, he was bound to keep the peace, for every sheri
is a peace-officer. Then, in obedience to his prior masonic oath, he broke the peace
by violence upon the person of William Morgan. Next, he was to summon & grand
Jjury, which was to investigate the Morgan outrage; and, on this jury, he placed a
E-uat moajority of masons, with set la}rpoae to defeat the inquiry, thus again violating
is oath of office. On the trial of Whitney, at Canandaigua, he was called as a
witness, and testified the truth; and, in so doing, broke his masonic obligation.
Finally, being called upon to testify the same facts at the Batavia and Lockport
_trials, he refused. Thus, for the sdke of masonry, he again violates a high and
sacred duty, which every man owes to society : by that violation, priseners escaped,
.and guilt and crime came off triumphant.

The limited space allowed for this report, forbids the Committee to enlarge upon
many other points in the obligations of masonry, not less eriminal than the foregoing.
Thus, the oath always to support a brother’s military fame and political preferment,
in preference to another’s, resolves the masonic order into one vast and permanent
conspiracy against the freedom of elections and the equality of ecivil right.

Every witness is sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth. But masonry requires them not so to testify against a brother; so they
understand it, and, in numerous instances, have refused to be sworn, or to testify ;
or in testifying, have dealt falsely.

Every petit juror is sworn * well and truly to try this cause,” &c. But, many
masons have, on full and fair trial, been set aside, by reason of their masonic obliga-
tions, as not impartial. Let there henceforth be no complaint, if we declare such
lur:leﬁn unfit for civil trust; they have been judicially proved, and pronounced to be

- unfit.
__ Every grand juror is sworn * diligently to inquire and true presentment make,"
&e. But, masonry requires them to keep secrets, to deliver a brother, &e.; and
jmasonic grand juries have refused to inquire, or make a presentment of offences,
perfectly well known to them. g

Every police justice. and other megistrate, constable. sheriff. and district attorney,

’ LY
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takes an oath !l!thfn]lgwto execute his office. But, in multiplied instances, such
officers have betrayed the laws.

In all these cases, it is exceedingly plain, that the masonic obligations do come in
conflict with the higher obligations of duty and iance of the citizen, to his coun-
ua’flo 5 They have, in point of fact, engaged in that contlict, and they have pre-
v i at.

But, there is a farther and more terrific view of this matter, which must be pre-
sented. Itis now some years, since many of these delinquencies of masonic wit-
nesses, jurors, and officers, were known to the high masonic authorities, who had
jurisdiction over them. But, those authorities have never, so far as appears, rebuked
thom for these offences; on the contrary, d:a&ahave uided, comforted, and abetted
the criminals. We are driven, therefore, to conclusion, that the disabilities of
these masonic oaths, thus judicially proved, applies to the body of those
masons, who constitute these judicatories, or act under them. If these men are dis-
franchised, it is not by our act, nor our sentence. It is by their own act; and judges
and triers have pronounced upon the effect of it, before us.

The oath to follow an unworthy brother. (in effect) with slander and defamation,
and to derange his business, and ruin his fortune, legitimize, though not in terms, the
awful weapon of false accusation, obloquy, and reproach. And the obligation to
extricate & brother from difficulty, *right-or wrong,” defies all remark. Suppose
that difficulty to be, that he has betrayed his country! Suppose it to be, that he has
op the widow, or robbed the fatherless, and is called on to refund !

f Andre had been a royal arch mason, and Van Wart and his companions had
been of the same degree, acknowledging the binding effects of their obligations, must
they not have rescued him from difficulty? Then, if they had done so, where would
have been West Point, and the liberties of America, and the hopes of mankind ?
. There is yet another masonic obligation, which, though not so_directly im&orﬁzﬂ
mdual crime, i;:i.in a political point of view, of still more fearful import, than

t have

The knights of the east and west, and of many other dagmew. take an oath *to
pey due obedience and submission to all degrees beyond this, but particularly to the
princes of the royal secret, and the supreme council of grand inspector general of
the 33d, and regulate myself by their determinations,” &c. Now, here the
candidate hl:;i»nd. i‘umelf to obey the unknown decrees, of an unknown supreme
mfecmn ip. y :

twill be found, that all degrees of masonry, from the highest to the lowest, are
subjected in grades of subordination, each to its superior; and the whole is united to
this mysteriously sublime and invisible head, by an iron chain of de nee.

his supreme ' council consists of nine persons. In Bernard’s Light on Masonry,
:E?oul one of their edicts, in which, with titles, and attributes of power and mag-

cence, only equalled by those of a Burmese monarch, they intimate their will to a
eubject wnrkz ¢ to the two hemispheres.” Let the people of these United States,
then, well understand the fact, that 100,000 of the most active, efficient, and intelli-
gont men, embracing almost all in office, from the president, downwards; banded
together with sanctions of blood, and oaths of perdition; with discipline, with con-
cert, with signs of tion, and cyphers of secret correspondence ; armed with
the public press, and bearing, in their train, the artillery of slander, and of the
ruin of men, are united, to engross all power and influence, and to direct the
Tesources of a great nation, to the separate profit of their order. This is no gloss of
ours ; it is their own claim, written in words at length, or necessarily implied, in
uearly all their documents.

Long ago would your Committee, wading through this mire of depravity, have

to quit polluted ground. But there is yot one topie, which, as it seems to them
never to have t:en duly wei by the anti-masonic publie, they wish to notice.

A partof the master’s oath in Bernard’s Light on Masonry, p. 63, is thus expressed :
“ Furthermore, I do promise and swear, that if any part of this solemn oath or obli-
%ﬁon:ls omitted at this time, that I will hold myself amenable thereunto whenever.

om .“ i

Thus master mason is, or may be, bound by his oath to observe an unknown.
oath. In addition to the topic just mentioned, it will now be seen that 8 mason. may
be bound to perform unheard of acts, by unsuspected obligations.

]
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The Committee know not how to discuss a question umoltinﬁom all moral seati-
ment as this,—¢ whether such an oath can be binding.” They hold it up rather to
the observation of mankind, and would a to all, masons or not masons, to say,
Is not such an oath a moral abomination .

But this part of the obligation is ant with further remark. The oath does
not bind him to observe any part which may be forgotten, or omitted by mistake ;
nor has it any limitation whatever: it is simply to observe “ any part which may be
omitted.” 'lrhemfone any part may be omitted; and that intentionally. When a
religious man is to be received, the sacrilegious parts may be dropped or softened :
whonaainhn:;lg:ntmd honest statesman 18 & candidate, d:einrunaybequt out
which are to civil liberty : when any one hesitates or objects, as many have
done, the whole may be slurred over. Committee have no doubt but here is
one explanation of the fact, that some masons of fair reputation are found, whod::!
that they took such oaths, and deay it in terms, which so far as can be discovered,
seem free of equivocation.

If great and good men like Washington, Franklin, Fayette, and others were
- actually master masons, and if they ever attended the lodge a second time, of which
the Committee know no evidence, the solution of that fact will probably be found
in this elastic and accommodating quality of the oaths, by which they are made to fit
every shape. As regards revolutionary men, however, such as military officers here,
and our.diplomatists in France, it is not impossible that the importanee of penetra-
ting all secrets, and of guarding against possible mischief, might justify them in keop-
ing a watchful eye upon the interior of the lodges.

n the subject'of oaths obtained by compulsion, or deception, or surprise : also of
those made upon an ex or implied condition, time forbids the Committes to do
more than to refer the learned to the great authorities in morals who have treated
on those subjeéts. Good faith is the basis of all obligations ; and without the intent
to swear, roal or expressed, there is no oath. In whatever degree any oath is
imposed by actual or virtual compulsion—by surprise or deception—or on an implied
or express condition which is unperformed, the oath is void. A great authority (a)
puts a case exactly apposite to masonry; that is, a person who has brought us very
agreeab l?ail]l:ws is promised a reward : butif it turns out that the news is false, the
promise fails. .

" 'There is a further consideration regarding all illegal oaths; and all that mngéainst
good morals, or of mischievous tendency, which has but lately occurred to the -
mittee in the particular point of view in which it is now presented. It is this: that
the fact of taking or administering such oaths, is a misdemeanor at the common law.
The candidate who takes the oath; and not the presiding master only, but every
member of the lodge .mllinﬂy assisting, is liable to indictment and pllllilgmﬂlt- The
Committee present this to the convention as a great and preservative principle of our
institutions. It is one which is believed to furnish the best and happiest solution of
the great question,  How shall masonry, when once put down, whan the public
" watchfulness becomes relaxed, be prevented from an insidious revival 1" Forgetting
this wise and sanitary provision of our birthright common law, some have sought
from the legislatures, a statute remedy. It is unnecessary. No lodge can exiatq'or
any ﬁat lerigth of time, nor embrace many members, without beingisnown. It will
then be possible for a grand juryto find and examine the old and new members ; b
detailed examinations, to sft out every fact, and by cautious industry, thread
mazes of masonic secrecy. The Committee think that this er of the grand
juries should be extensively made known, and should be c!lmcﬂy acted upon,
wherever grand juries can be assembled who are not fettered by masonic obligations.
It should be acted upon by way of praetice and preparation, and for the of
exemplifying the power and establishing the principle, even though it should result
that no admission of members have taken place. This will save the necessity of any
-such resort to new remedies, as might awaken & just fear of new precedents and
violent changes. Thus, there is ever at hand an unfailing remedy: it ies against
&l secret associations alike: it will for ever furnish to free institutions the best of all
possible defences, against their most besetting dangers.
In closing their report, the Committee beg leave to remark, that if they have

(=) Puffendorf, in the chapter above cited.
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seemed to be prolix, they could not think it allowable, to treat lightly or obscurely,
a subject connected so deeply with the foundations of civil order l.mlY moral obliga-
tion, as this which has been committed to them. Itis felt, that no man of right moral
sentiment could approach the subject, without a reverential regard to its importance,
and a deep sentiment of the responsibility of rightly discriminating between sacred
things, and the profanation of them.

On the one side, cries are every where raised “ of moral pay'u?." It is believed
that this convention, and all good citizens, feel a deep sense o ol:ll‘irﬁon, to the
fearless and virtuous men, who in the face not of death merely, but of infinite calumny
and reproach, revealed the secrets of masonry. Those men acted from an impulse
of virtue, and generally without time for advisement. But it has beeri most grateful
to your Committee, to find in every step of their investigations, that the prf::iplu
which are here presented, and which vindieate the conduct of their excellent friends,
have been announced from age to age, and published by the most wise and venerated -
teachers of morals; and moreover by the oracles of divine truth.

But the most important of all consequences is, that if these principles are right,
masonry must fall.

The institution lives on mystery and secrecy, and these depend on the oaths.
Multitudes who abhor the institution, are prevented ;y conscientious scruples, from
reno its authority and revealing its secrets. But when once it ecomes to be
fal_:erallLell: that no such oaths are obligatory, the bond 6f union will be broken.

t is broken already. The cement of the masonic temple is dissolved; the arches
are falling, ‘and the doors are unhinged; and all the abominations of the inner
recesses, are openly exposed to the observance of mankind.

el



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

The Committee of secedi: m,o f which Mr. Thacher is chairman, and which
Cmuume,byrmm? y the 16th of September, were instructed and

ominent pom&l in each degree, when time
::511: tt, gﬂwrmngoflé .55 ﬂm.mgk Mr. Ward
rmsirong, members of mid Cmume, the

By an oarh to the Father of Spirits, freemasons require the l.lfo, and l.lnnk to pledge
the soul of each brother, for the security of their mysteries. Our apology for
despising the penalties of freemuonr{ will be read in our disclosures. These will
show the masonic system to be sinful; such as we are not bound to sustain by
gious obligations. An oath, is a rollgious obligation ; but neither moral nor

rel _Fous obligations, neither a promise nor an oath, can bind us to disobey God.
he system of freemasonry, in the first three degrees, dam from creation, and
represents itself to have come from Moses and Solomon, and the apostles ; but the
witness is false, and we cannot bear it, without a breach of the ninth commandment.
The nrtem of freemasonry lightly uses the name of the Lord our God ; we eannot
uphold it, and be guiltless of taking the name of the Lord in vain. The system of
froemmnry exacts the life of its candidates, which we cannot defend, without viola-
the sixth commandment of the decal
e present freemasonry, not as it was ﬁfty or a hundred years ago, but as it is
now; not as Franklin and Wn.si::stan received it, but as it was given to us in their
:ltw names. hsmtad societies b fast to eolrrul?uon. and s e ive mmnryh::
its short day, has made a rapi t has mal generated in

country wuzm the last forty yga.u. %hn it has been, each m{ym uire for himself;
but what it is now, we know, and here set forth. Ha ex mannl acquain-

tance with it, as it now exists, in Varmont. Mmachmt;,.nih o Island, Connecti-
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Ha.ryls.nd. we find it uniform
throughout, and declare it to be in the main, fairly set forth in * Light on Masonry."

OF THE LODGES. ,

The whole system is made up of what are termed deﬁu of the order. These
are {orl{ -three and more, in this country. The symbalic lodges confer the first three
degrees The room in which & symbolic lodge is held, ropnnonu the most holy

place of King Solomon’s temple. principal officers are, the worshipful master,
and the senior a.nd wardens. Lodges are controlled by grand | » 88 the
chureh is by apsemblies, convocations, and conferences

The oldest m]!;?e in these states, is St. John's Lodge, Boston, established by the
. grand lodge of England, A.D. 1733. Prior to the E;:.lamtmn of American Inde-
rendanen, in 1776, the provincial lodges were dependent upon the British grand
odges. During, and the revolution, the several states formed independent

fonrneeoedmgmuull conferred by the chapter. Thendmamngementof
,but,for{lnl ume,wz’follow o nearly the Ahiman Rezon, of Ma
la.nd, udputlhc conferred thoenulppmnt.ﬁu m the seventh to the eleve
the council of the Trinity, from the elcrendno the ﬁm.rtoenth

Thefonrmnlhtot.hshmnty-fouﬂh, inclusive, are conferred by the sublime lodge of

Thetweag-ﬁﬁhmd twenty-gixth, bytbemnm]ofpnnmofl i from the
twentymr:rn{;:&wthe ry-third, inclusive, are given by the inspectors, who are sovereigns of
masonry, for life.
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Fra.nﬂ lodges, and edch state now has a grand odge, as much as it has a state legis-
ature ; and tnémoeﬁnpofthegrmdlodge.mdg‘f,themu islature, are usually
simultaneous. In 1822, an attempt was made to form a federal grand lodge for the
United States. The grand lodge of Tennessee, in vain renewed the attempt, in 1829,

In the process of taking the degrees, no person knows, or can know, masonieally,
any ::g,nor word, or token, or oath, of any de of masonry, above the degree
has = b:znu ln;h knowledge could onlyom::d in violation of ma::ni: obliga-
tions. Eac fmo masonry comprises an obligation, or a penalty, the design of
which is, to bind the mdid':g; tomt‘.)ho observance of an invinlnbg secrecy of all
masonic transactions.  On receiving the obligation of an entered apprentice, which
is the first degree of masonry, the candidate is prepared in & manner which is
termed, masonically, ‘ neither naked nor clothed, barefoot nor shod, hood-winked, and
with a cable-tow round his neck.” Thus pre is made first to kneel for the
benefit of a lodge prayer; heis then instructed to kneel before the masonic altar, on
his left knee, to put his left hand under the bible, and his right hand on the open
bible, lg;:mmdcompl.u,inwhieh situation he takes the obligation, by repeating
lhem;ro after the master of the lodge. Thomuteraddris‘mtheem "h:te tlhus
4 Mr., —— are now in=p position to take upon you solemn
oath or obliga yo;l_l“ of an al::lmmrod a mmmmn. which I assure you, is neither to
affect your religion nor politics. If it is of your own free will and accord, that you
thus present yourself, t your name, eay, after me.” The following obliga-
tion is then administered : * I, ——, of my own free will and accord, in presence of
Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of free and accepted masons, dedicated to
God, and held forth to the holy order of Saint John, dohﬂ;ﬂm bereon, most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will always hail, ever conceal, and
never reveal any part or parts, art or arts, point or points of the secrets, arts, and mys-
teries of ancient freemasonry which I have received, am about to receive, or may be
hereafter instructed in, to any person or persons in the known world, exceptit be a
true and lawful brother mason, or within the bodioof a just and lawfully constituted
lodge of sueh, and not unto him, or unto them, whom I shall hear so to be, but unto
him and them only, whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial, and due examina-
tion, or lawful information. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not
write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint, or engrave it, on thing
moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of heaven, whereby, or w n
the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain, shadow, or resemblance of the same,
may become legible or intelligible to myself or any other person in the known
world, whereby the secrets of masonry may be unlawfully obtained, through my
wnworthiness. To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear,
without the least equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me
whatsoever ; binding myself under no less- dtz::dm to have my throat cut
across, my tongue torn out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough sands
of the sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-
four hours. So help me God, and keep me steadfast, in the due performance of
same.”

After taking the obligation, the candidate is brought toliﬁt,bynn_mveringhil
eyes, at the command of the most worshipful master,” profanely issued in the words
of the Almighty,* let there be light,” and as the bandage falls, the master adds,
“ there was I3 tzt!“ He is then taught the first step of a mason, together with the

ign, grip, and word, Boaz, in the manner which is accurately explained in Morgan’s
'lif:amonl, and in Light on Muo::z . .

In taking the second or fellow-craft's degree, the candidate is attired in the prepa-
ration room, as at first, with ‘:?ht variations. He is brought to more light in masonry,
by the removal of his hood, the profane use of the same words of Scripture.
he obzi?atiun of this degree, comprises the following points : * I will not give the
degree of a fellow-craft mason to any one of an inferior dem. I will support the
constitution of the grand lodge, which this lodge is , and eonform to all
the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this, or any other lodge, of which I may at any
time hereafter become a member, as far as in my power; I will obey all regular

igns and summonses, given, handed, sent, or threwn to me by the hand of a brother
fellow-craft mason, or the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such,

Y
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W it be within the length of my cable-tow, or square and angle of gy work.”
he penalty attached to this obligation is, ** to have my left breast torn open, and
my heart and vitals taken from thence, and thrown over my left shoulder, and earried
into the valley of Jehoshaphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field,
and vultures of the air, if ever I should prove wiliully guilty of violating any part of
this, my solemn oath or obligation, of a rELLOW-CRAPT MAsoN. Bo help me God,
nn% kee; me lte;dfut in tlllle due performo:;m of the aau::;’ & The ond
his e of magonry has its pass-word, sign, grip, wol pass-w
is Shibbo!eest?; the wardl::{ JacHiN. N

In the third degree, called * the sublime degree of a master mason," the candidate is at-
tired in the preparation room, with hood-wink, cable-tow, indispensables, and slippers:
he is brought to *¢ further light in masonry,” by the same process used to bring him ** {0
light,"” and, then, * to more light in masonry.” He is told that, asin the first degree, on
coming to light, he saw both points”of the compassed concealed beneath the square,
it was to signify, that he was yet ignorant of two prineipal peints of masenry ; that
a8 he also saw in the fellow-crafts’ degree, one point of compasses above the
square, and the other beneath, it was to denote his ignorauce of yet one material
point of masonry ; but, as in this, the third degree, he sees both points of the com-
passes elevated above the square, it denotes that he is about to receive all the light
which can be given him in a master's lodge.

The obligation of this deEm'e, comprises the following points: . :

#] promise and swear, that I will not wrong this lodge, or a brother of this degree,
to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my
power to prevent it. I promise and swear, that a master mason’s seerets, given to
me in charge, as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as secure and
inviolable in my breast, as in his own, when commurieated to me, murder and trea-

son excepted, and these left to my own eleetion. I promise and swear, that I will |
not violate the chastity of a master mason’s wife, mother, sister, or daughter, I

knowing them to be such, norsuffer it to be done by ethers if in my power to prevent
it. I promise and swear, that I will go on a master mason's errand, whenever
ro%uired, even should I have to go barefoot and barehend, if within the length of my
cable-tow, (mystically three miles.) :

* I promise, and swear, that if any part of this, my solemn oath or obligation be
omitted at this time, I will hold myself amenable unto, whenever informed.

To all which I do most solemnly and sineerely promise and swear, with a fixed and |

steady purpose of mind in me, to keep and perform the same, binding myself under
no less penalty, than to have my body severed in two in the midst, nnﬁ divided to the
north and south, ml bowels burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes scattered to
the four winds of heaven, that there might not the least trace of remembrance
remain among men or masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as I should be, were
I ever to prove wilfully guilty of violati&:ny part of this my solemn oath or obliga-
tion of a master mason. 8¢ help me , and keep me steadfast in the due per-
formance of the same.” g

“1 promise and swear that I will not give the master's word, which I shall here-
after receive, neither in the lodge. nor out of it, except it be on the five points of feHow-
shi_‘;:unnd_ then not above my breath; I promise and swear that I will notgive the grand
hailing sign of distress, except I am in yeal distress, or for the benefit of the craft,
when at work ; and should I ever see that sign given, or hear the werd accompany-
inﬁeit' and should the person who gave it appear to be in distress, I will fly to his
relief at the risk of ry life, should there be a greater probability of saving his life
than of losing my own. I promise and swear that I will not speak evil of a brother
master mason, behind his back or before his face; but I will apprise him of all
approaching danger, if in my power. I promise and swear that I will always
remember a brother master mason, when on my kuees, offering up my devotions
to Almighty God.” g

After this he is made to kneel down and pray : is assaulted, m tically killed, and
twice buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum; raised to Life after fifteen days corrup-
tion, by king Solomon, and gifted with the awful word, man! HAR! BonE! as a substi-
tute for the real word of a master mason, until future generations find out the #rue
word. This the candidate is led to search for in the deeper mysteries of masonry.
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ROYAL ARCH MABONRY.

The four next degrees in the mystery, are committed in this country alone to
masonic government called , for the primary body, Grand for
state, and General Grand Chapter for the federal union. The mystary of the
pretends to have come, in part, from heaven, by Moses, Bolomon, and Zerubbabe!
this generation ; but it is certain that the primeval was instituted, A. D,
1747, at Arras,in France ; that Moses Michael Hayes, a Jow, introduced it with the
still deeper mysteries into this eounu?bya patent, dated 6th of December, 1778 ;
that the first mention of & C of masons in this country, which we have been
able to find, was in 1796 ; that the first Grand Chapter was instituted at Philadelphia,
A. D. 1797, and the first for the northern states at Hartford, January, 1798 ; and
that the first’ General Grand of the United States was instituted at the eity
of New York, 6th June, 18186. e introduce these faets to show the i
effrontery of royal arch muonr;. and to enable our readers the better to appreciate
the rites and obligations which follow. . .

The room in which a chapter meets, is called the most holy place. The three -

rincipal officers of the chapter, are the most exeellent high priest after the order of

elchisedek, and the ex. t king, and the excellent scribe. The mark master’s
degree is the fourth in masonry, and the first in the chapter. In it the candidate is
required to play a very foolish part, and then to keep it a secret under the oath and
penalty. Heis caused to swear in the following words :

* In addition to my former obligations, I do promise and swear that I will rt
the constitution of the general grand royal arch chapter of this state, under whi
this lodge is held, and conform to all the brlaw;, es, and regulations, of this, or
any other of mark master masons, of which I may at any time hereafter be-
come a member. Furthermore do I promise, that I will' not sell, swap, barter, or
exchange my mark, (a) which I shall after choese, nor send it a second time to -
pledge, until it is lawfully redeemed from the first. Furthermore do I promise and
swear, that I will receive a brother's mark when offered to me, requesting a favour,
and grant him his request if in my power ; and if it is not in m; r to grant his
request, I will return his mark with the valwe thereof, which is a shekel of silver,
or udqunt:l-‘tar of :dolhr. 'I‘::]l which I go most solam 1’05:0, underlno less

an to have ight ear smote off, and my right off as an
Pu;n tz)r, if I uhouldlﬁ'ove wilfully guilty of viulutﬂg i;:i part of my solemn
oath or o:nlifuion of a mark master mason. So help me God, and make me steadfast
to keep rform the same.” . :

‘The candidate for past-master, the second degree of the chapter, is made a mirthful
butt for all the brethren, which, in addition to his other obligations, he is sworn to
keep secret under penalty of having his tongue split from tip to root.

'ﬁw penalty of the most excellent master’s degres is, *“ to have my breast torn
:'|P°“' and my heart and vitals taken from thence and exposed to rot on .d“ﬁ]ﬁh
if ever I violate any part of this my solomn oath or obligation of a most excellent
master mason. So belp me God, and make me steadfast to keep and perform the
same.”

The obligation of the royal arch degree of masonry contains the following clause,

in addition to the former oil.iﬁm:
I will not give the grand emnific royal arch word,

&

* I do promise and swear,
which I shall hereafier receive, naither in the chapter nor out of it, except there be
t two companiens, reyal arch mesons, who with mysell make thres, and then
three times three under a living areh, not above my breath. Furthermore, that
I'will not reveal the ineffable characters belonging to this degree, nor retain the ke
to them in my possession, but destroy it whenever it comes to my sight; that
will aid and assist a companion royal arch mason, when engaged in any difficulty,
and espeuse his enmse, sofar ns to extrieate him from the same, if it be in my ,
whether he be right or wrong. Alse, thth-a companion arch
mason’s political preferment, in preference to of equal qualification.” 1In
tome chapters, the foregoing elause is thus administered : ** Furthermore do ¥ pro-

A secret teken commonly impressed metal, which token each mark master is
&n&wmmwdﬂw‘;tmmm.
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mise and swear, that I will vote for a companion royal arch mason, before any other
of equal qualifications.” In other chapters, this clause of the obligation is altogether
omitted : ** Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a companion royal arch
mason’s secrets, given to me in charge s such, and knowing him to be such,
shall remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as in his own, murder and
treason mot excepted.” The last clause, is sometimes varied, thus : * All the secrets
of lcompanion. without exeeption ;" or, “ whatsoever.” ** All which I most solemnly
and sincerely promise and swear, with a firm and steadfast resolutipn to perform the
same; without any equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me
whatsoever. Binding myself under no less penalty, than that of having my skull
mor.eoﬂ', and my brains exposed to the scorching nysoi‘themn,nhould ever,
or wilfully, violate or transgress any part of this my solemn oath or
ion ofa mhmmn So help me God, and keep me steadfast.in the due

The gmm!.'“ele b ﬁ:ameal‘(.) h word, * long lost but found,’
omnific royal arch w t now * is JAB-BUH-LUN.
Candidates are mnructgd to undanuad that this word si God, in three diffe-
rent languages, (i. o.) Hebrew, Chaldaie, and Syriac, and that it is the true word of a

(n)'rhecnhullhdodwh the oath, is the same A. Burr used in his comspiracy. Bolicitous to farnish it
most perspicuous manner, one of the committee obtained the following letier :

Dln Bm,

In compl ut,!ulne easure in fu the arch
“ with a wu" ypbermqn consists o mmfnm 'mmznlm cyplm'
with the of a dot, or point, to each. The key is thus understood,

exphxuﬂ;emymryhtbemmneﬂupm i

Apomtplaoodwnhm each, gives thirteen
12 34586

9
dULIBETIAFRV A><

Making a total of twenty-six ; just equal to the number of letters in the English alphabet.
There are two ways, at least, of combining and using these characters, for the purposes o
secret ogrrespondence. One method, is to call the first sign, o] 8 the same with a point

), b3 &e.  Anotber is to apply them, in their regular course, to the first half of the alphabet
N ENRY and s0 on, to m; after which, Npeuthmwnﬁldﬂ.mnhgwﬂh_.l

Lo &e. o€ =
The slphabet, according to the first method, stands thus:

abede m r s
JJUULLﬂ:ﬂbE':-mnﬁr":-

7 8
JuLJocanne
7

| AAS>L<S
According to the second method, thus:
abec d e f h i kElmno 8 uvwsx
.n.u.:n::ﬁnrirzwaﬁgl.:’l;ha'l:ﬁnr\mii
I hee T Brother ;)
0 arFLLVY VILL JEVALE ani<t

I am, respectfully yoars, JARVIS F. HANKS,
: Late High Priest of Webb Chaplor, Cleavelond, Ohio.
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mason. The pass-word of this degree, by which a arch mason makes himself
known to a companion, is, * I o THAT [ AM.” Thus should a companion ask a
stranger, “ Are you a royal arch mason 7’ and the answer should be, “J am that I
am,” this would be masonically an affirmative answer. After the oath the candi-
dates are conducted three times around the room, and then are caused to kneel down
and pray, and also to thank God that they are * laid under new and obliga-
tions of virtue and holiness "’ They arise and travel again. A mock representation

of the ing bush is presented to them, and a voice is heard uttering the words of
Jehovah to : * Draw not nigh hither ; off lhmoel from off thy feet, for the
place where thou standest is hol; und. the of thy fathers, the God of

Abraham, the God of Isaac, God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he
was afraid to look upon God.”  The candidates’ shoes are put off, and their eyes
are covered to suit the action to the words. The scene suddenly shifts to the
destruction of Jerusalem ebuchadnezzar. The breaking down of the walls is
by overthrowing the candidates, amidst the din of cannon balls, feet, and
irs. Another change brings them in hood-winked, captives on their way from
Babylon to Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple. They are introduced with the words,
I 1ill lead the blind ifi a way they knownot,” &cc. They are conducted beneath the
locked hands of the companions, forming a double line, and are bidden to * stoop
low ; he that humbleth himself shall be e:nmul." That the hope of exaltation may be
inversely measured by the lowliness of the stoop, the brethren usually bear the can-
didate down pmmmon the floor. ;
This journey is ¢ the rugged Toad ; and to make it indeed sq, suitable stum-
bling blocks are laid for the blindfolded ; but as all this nts the pious desire
of Jewish captives in Babylon, to return and build temple-of Jerusalem,
the candidates are cansed three several times to kneel and implore the divine
Etg‘ﬂmu and protection, amidst the self-laid dangers of the way ! pass the
ifferent veils of the tabernacle, by the use of the mame of the Almighty, lnd:x
imitating, through their conductor, the signs which Moses was divinely di
to exhibit in the eourt of Pharaoh. They discovet the ark of the covenant, md
ui:pon its pretended contents, with repeated exclamations of * HOLINES® To THE
D" .
In a brief outline of masonry, it is impossible to represent all the profanity of
the royal arch chapter. Tho;%,lhegrmd bailing sign, &e. are correc ﬁeutr{hd
lin * Light on Masonry.” -
ORDERS OF MASONIC KNIGHTHOOD.—ENCAMPMENTS.

The encampment is the third re';ion in the descent to the mystical Tartarus. It
embracés three degrees. It has for its chief officers, a most eminent grand cam-
mander, a generalissimo, a captain-general, and a prelate, each with the title of
eminent. 'The state administration is committed to each grand encampment, ind
the national administration, to the general grand encampment of the United States.
The first mentioned encampment to our knowledge, in the United States,
convened at Philadelphia, the 12th of May, A. D. 1797. convention held at Pro-
vidence, Rhode I[sland, May 5th, 1805, organized a United States’ grand enca:r
ment ; but the federal ng encampment was instituted at the city of New York,
illa Fﬁm same month and year, with the federal grand royal arch chapter, June 22d,

The traditions of the masonic encampment, make it come from the chivalric

ights of the crusades ; but history traces its origin to the city of Lyons, in France,

to the year of our Lord 1743. ;

The penalty of the degree of knights of the red cross, the first degree of the en-
| campment, is to have “my house torn down, the timbers thereof set up, and Ih
" thereon, and when the last trump shall blow, to be for ever excluded from the society
_of all true and courteous knights, should I ever wilfully or knowingly violate an
| part of this my solemn obligation, of knight of said cross. So help me "
- and make me steadfast to keep and perform the same.” .

In the knight templar dnd knight of Malta Mdmu, the candidate is put in retire-
ment for a season, masonically termed the ci of reflection. He travels in pil-
| grim’s weeds three mystic years. He is then sworn, in addition to his previous obli-

gations, in the following words : * I will answer and obey all due signs and regular
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summonses, which shall be given or sent to the from: regulhr oncampments of knights
templars, if within the distanee of forty miles ;—natural infirmities and unavoidable
accidents only excusing me. I will help, aid, and aesist with n{uounul. purse,
and my sword, all poor and i:djfmt knﬂ:.t::phu,&c-w ar as truth, honour,
snd justice may warraut. I will go the di of forty miles, even barefoot, and
on ground, to save the life, and relieve the distresses of a w knight. I
will wield my sword in defence of innocent virgins, destitute widows, hel orphans,
and the Chnistian religion. Binding myself under no less penalty, than to have my
!Iudnmekoﬂ,mdﬁMonﬂwhighoanpiminChrlmdon.shoﬂd!kmwin%ly-
mM,vioiﬁ:uypntof this my solemn obligation of a knight templar. So
mea ,n : -
o then spends three mystie years in warfare, for ' innocent virging, destitute widowws,
hﬁﬂaﬁ jans, and the Christion religion.” Placed at the foet of a triangular
table, (on which a coffin is laid, surmounted with the hible, and the whole crowned
with a death’s head and cross-bones, while twelve tapers, representing the twelve
apostles, arranged in the form of a triangle, line the edge of the table,) the candidate
is made to extinguish one taper, for a figure of the death of Judas. then drinks
four libations, following the words of the most eminent. To prepare him for the

lﬂlibnlon,.heismtouaynr’spﬂﬁmp.' i with a bumsn skull in one band, and
:lifhud r in the other. He beholds the ascension of the Lord in tramsparency,
hears aathem : :
_ “ The rising God forsakes the tomb.”
Baitable are read from the New Testament. He is then returned to the foot

of the table, and required to drink the fifth libstion, * as an emblem ef the bitter cup
of death, from which, even the Savioar of the world, notwithstanding his ardent
m»ﬁdm was not exempted.” The pussion scens of the of
. is rend from the evangelist, with emphasis upon ths words, * Heavenly

Father, let THIS CUF ﬁmu;"uﬁawﬁ&ﬁeymﬂemdermm
erewn of & human s pours wine imtoit, and gives the candidste te drink, at the
ooclusion of the following obligation, repeated the most eminent comwander :
“'This pure wine I now take, in testimony of my belief of the mortality of the
body and the immortality of the soul. Am{myﬁlibaﬁmaw'utwit-
-mem against me, both hete and hereafter; and, as the sins of the world were laid
on the head of the Saviour, so may all the sins committed by the person whose
gull this was, be hespgd upon my head, in a&:‘iﬁon to mti.cmlm, nhm;l;im I afvsr
owingly or wilfally vielate or tramsgress suy obligation, that I have tofore
taken, take at this time, or shall at any. future period take, in relation to any
degree of masonry, or order of knighthood. 8o help me God.” This is called
the sealed obligation, because it is 2 seal upon all masonic obligations, and is
considered more binding than any other special obligation.

Thomgcand.idate is then a:dmrclufld furnished wi I the '.["il: guud,'d nl;;ont’l
pass, hailing sign, grip, word. of a masonic templar. word is Golgotha,
and the grand hailing sign of distress is made, by the templar’s throwing himself into
e e of ';“m“'..,.'*-"“‘;,.““b“.“i,,.?;:b’mmm%’ s e

o is known w s in some

nqneuk.?ia before given; thoya{nmt.pf a representation of mrviowbatwm
our blessed Baviour and Thomas, after the resurrection. ¢ Reach hither thy finger,
and behold my hands,” &c. :

COUNCIELS.

The next t in the pit of freemasonry, below the emeampment, is ealied
& council. the darkness of these regiens, sensible approach is made towardas
chaos. 'The first couneil is that of the Trinity ; it embraces three degrees.

1st. Knights of the Christian mark, and guards of the conclave. Swoar, in
these words : “ I will proteet and the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ,
feed them, if h . give them drink, if thirsty, if naked, clothe them with gar-
ments, teaeh them, if iguorant, and admonish them for their All this I pro-
mise in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghest, and if I perform it not, let
me be Anathema Maran-atha, Anathema Maran-atha.” L.

They clothe the candidate in a white rebe, saying: * He thatbelieveth and enda-
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wih'ento the end, the same shall overeome; and I will eause his iniquities to pass
from him, and he shall dwell in my presence for ever and ever. Take away his
fithy garments, and clothe him with a change of raiment; for he that overcometh,
the same shall be elethed in white raiment, and his name shall be written in the
book of life, and I will confees his name before my Father, and his holy angels,”
&c. His lips are touched by a live coal from the altar, saying : * All thy sins are
removed, and thy iniquities blotted out.”” He is sealed in the forehead one of the
144,000, ** who have passed through great tribulation, and have washed their robes,
wd n;ld& them d:hiu ']I:‘I:l tbom c;l’ |thh|e Lmug.:;'m was slai:. from the founda-
tion ol world." o of of this “ represent the Almighty, both
tie Father and the Bon; two archangels; the six men whom Euhs:;q;lw in
vision, as reecorded in the ninth chapter of his prophecies; the recording angel,
who inscribes in the book of life the names of the * sealed;” an angel conductor,
ndunu'ﬂguard. The candidate nts a saint, and his initation into the
wnelave recoption of ‘s salnt into heaven, not throngh the merits of the
Redeemer, but on account of his own good works. The whole de is blas-
ptemy ; a burlesque on divine revelation, on heaven, holiness, and od."(:}

2d. Knights of the hely sepulchre. The candidates kneel at the foot of the altar.
The prelate takes the bread, and says : * Brethren, eat ye all of this bread, in love,
that ye may learn to support each other.” He then takes the cup, and says:
“Drink ye all of this cup, to ratify the vow that ye have made, and learn to sustain
oo another."

3d. The degree of the * holy and thrice illustrious order of the eross,” denominated
the council of the Trinity. The brother of this degree, is reecommended by his
wcret mark, to the ce of all those throughout the world, who ean trul
ud deservedly say, * I'em a Christian.” This secret mark is the initials, * L. H. 8.
Bagl Sha Lisha, J am the Lord.” One clause of the obligation of this degree is,
“1further swear, that should I know aenother to violate any essential part of this
dligation, I will wse my mest decided endeavours, by the blessing of Ged, to
bring such person to the strictest and mest condigunnishmom. agreeably to the
miles and usages of our most ancient fraternity ; this, by pointing him out to
tie world as an waworthy vagabond, by oppesing his interest, by deranging his
business, by tramsferring his character after him, wherever he may go, and by
tpesing him: to the centempt of the whole fraternity, and of the world, but ef
wr illustrious order more usodaﬂy, during his whole natural life.” 'The penalty
of this obligation is, * To die the death of a traitor, by having a“spear thrust
ito my left side.” In a third obligation of this are the following clauses :
“I do now, by the honour and power of the mark of the holy end illustrious
order of the eross, selomnly swear, that I do hereby aceept of, and will for ever
consider the cross and of this order, as my ouly hope, that I will make it
the test of faith and fellowship; I swear to advance my brother's best interest,
by always supporting his military fame, and political preferment, in opposition to
uny other. I swear tolook on his enemies as my enemies, his friends as my friends,
ud stand forth-te mete out tender kindness er vengeance accordingly. I swear to
keep my brother's secrets, both when delivered to me as such, and when the
uture of the information is such, as to require secrecy for his welfare. To all
this; and to every part thereof, I do now, as before, mnly, and in truth, bind
ud obligate my soul; and, also, in the earthly penalties, to wit, that for the viola-
ton of least matter or particle of any ef the heretofore obligations, I become
the silent and mute subject of the displeasure of the illustrions order, and have
teir power and wrath turned on my head, to my destruction and dishonor, which,
llihlgmnnilofhel, may be the sure end of an unworthy wreteh. To &ll this
swear."

THE SUBLIME GRA/ND LODGE OF PERFECTION.

Amrdi:gb:o the best maps of the modern Erebus, the lodge of perfection occupies
region beneath the profane council of the Trinity ; but, some place it below
chapter, and en the same level with the encampment. 'No man can reach the

§F

!

"(s) Noble D. Strong,
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dupum{;mriuof masonry in this country, without first becoming a royal arcl
mason. But, when this degree is taken, are different roads to the furthe
degrees. A royal arch mason may enter the lodge of perfection, and descend to th
ineffable degree of ** grand elect, perfect, and sublime mason ;" or he may go inte
the masonic encampment, and ug the degrees of knighthood, and then enter th
lodge of perfection. This lodge contains eleven degrees, called the

INEFFABLE DEGREES OF PERFECTION.

On the degree of  secret master,” which is the first of the eleven ineffable degrees
the obligation binds the candidate, * to obey the orders and decrees 6f the council o
.princes of Jerusalem, under penalty of the penalties of all former-degrees.”

The obligation of * perfect master,” which is the second degree of the lodge o
perfection, binds the candidate to secrecy, under the penalties of all his former obli
gutions, concluding with Amen, four times. .

The obligation of the degree of * intimate secretary,’” binds the candidate to secrecy
.and obedience to the mandates and decrees of the council of princes of Jeru
salem, under pennlt{eof having his body dissected, bowels taken out,-heart cut i1
pieces, and the whole thrown to the wild beasts of the field. In taking this degree
the candidate is arrested by Hiram. king of Tyre, dragged from the anti-chamber
into the lodge room, before king Solomon, and- condemned to death, for being dis
covered in an attitude of listening, to obtain the secrets of the grand council, but i
afterwards pardoned, on condition of taking the oath of secrecy.

The obligation of the degree of ** provost and judge,’” concludes with a penalty o
all the penalties of the former degrees.

The obligation of the degree of * intendant of the buil ," or  master in Ierael,’
has this penalty : * To have the body severed in two, and the bowels taken out ;" t«
which the candidate says, Amen.

In the obligation of the ‘ elected knight of nine,” the candidate swears thus: ¢ ]
do solemnly swear, in the presence of Almighty God, that I will revenge the assassi.
nation of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but, also, on al
.who may betray the secrets of this lodge : (a) and if I violate this, my obligation, ]
consent to be struck with the dreadful poniard of vengeance now nted to me
and to have my head cut off, and stuck on the highest pole or pinacle, in the easter:

- part of the world, as 8 monument of my villany.” Amen, four times.

The obligation of the * illustrious elected of fifteen,” has this-conclusion: “ I con.
sent and agree, to have my body opened perpendicularly énd horizontally, anc
ex to the air for eight hours, that the flies may prey on the entrails; also
to have my head cut off, and placed on the highest p'unujo in the world ; and t
be ready to inflict the same penalty on all who disclose the secrets of this degree.”

The p:nnlty of the degree of * illustrious knights,” is, * to have my body cut ir
quarters.

On the degree of * grand master architect,” the of the obligation is the same

. s the last above mentioned, ** to have the body c;.lp? i:ltgum."hs

In the daﬁras of.* knights of the ninth arch,” the candidate swears to double his
assiduity and zeal, on penalty of all former obligations ; and, in case of failure, thai
hie body may be O:El:lﬂd to the beasts of the forest as a prey. * So God maintain
me in my present obligation.”

In receiving the last degree, in the lodge of perfection, the candidate is informed
of its utility and importance, and that it will prepare him for futurity. The penalty
of this degree is, to have the body cut open, and the bowels torn out, and given to
the vultures for food. In this degree the candidate enters a deep-vaulted cavern,
and brings up from thence the triangle of perfection, deposited by Enoch, the seventh
from Adam, glittering with precious stones, on which is engraved the ineffable nane
of the Supreme Being, which he is sworn never to repeat, during bis natural life ; and
after being anointed with holy (masonic) oil, on the head, lips, and breast, the can-
didate receives three signs, lm -words, and three pass-words, and is pro-
nounced, ‘* grand dect, perfect, and sublime mason.”

Descending into the pit, the masonic dominion next beneath the sublime grand

(2) It has been administered * on all who betray the secrets of masonry.”
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lodge of perfection, according to the Ahiman Rezon of Maryland, 1826, is called the
" il of princes of Jerusalem.” We speak of this, as men syorn in the prece-
dlﬂllg“i;:lﬁe.wobey orders issued from it. The lew of death to the or, is
pu in the first degree of masonry; in the lodge of perfection, executioners
are sworn to n.venﬂ: the violation of masonic law ; and the council of the princes
of Jerusalem are the acknowledged superiors, whose orders, perfect and - sub-
lime masons are positively sworn to obey. There is method in this madness ; one
::ﬁ'm animates the whole system. The sovereign inspectors-general cap the inverse

imax of the masonic powers, and rule from the surface to the centre of the m
tery. Their peculiar province extends from the 1wentrneveuﬂ: to the forty-third
degree; their dominion began, A.D. 1758 ; their capital lies ** beneath the canopy of
. the zenith ;” and their proclamations are addressed to * both i AL

Besides the regular degrees of the various principalities of freemasonry, many

deg;:os mboahppmdod to different parts of the system. We notice enly two,

; tot c lodges. .

Ist. % The k:ty?l:grea,“ instituted since Morgan’s death, to plevent the admission

of his masons into the lodges. It has a lecture, a sign, a grip, a word, and an oath.
The word is los, that is, 20, or the sun reversed. It was instituted, by the
ldge of New York, A. D. 1827 ; and is masonic proof of the i i and
accuracy of Morgan's disclosures, and of the universal knowledge of the fact am:
aclive masons in our couniry. Masons, attending the American lodges, cannot fail
o know the test degree, the origin of it, and the cause of its introduction. It was
-established in direct violation of the masenic oath, which requires the * old land
marks" to be observed, and which positively forbids the invention of new customs.
Itis exclusively maintained, in open violation of oaths which require the brethren
b hail the signs, to acknowledge the tokens, and to respond to the words of the
mystery, independent of the test, or any other newly invented degree. ** Every
“mason 18 every where a mason,” and has a right to all privi of a mason ; no
lodge or lodge can disfranchise him, by adopting innovations in the body of
masonry. But the lodges venture to reject brethren from their door, who will not
turn sol into los, light into darkness, and truth into falsshood ; they refuse him who
refuses to say that Morgan was a false witness, and, at the same time, they require
the test oath and degree, solely because Morgan was a true witness ; they expel him
for unmasonic conduct, who ncznow] the truth of Morgan, while they themselves
acknowledge it among themselves, and, also, their own hypocrisy, by inventing new
devices to conceal that truth.(a)

2. * The secret monitor,” belonging to master masons. It has a legend, lecture,
grip, token, sign, word, and oath. It is the only oath which masons are sworn to
commit to memory. The nature of the obligation explains this peculiarity. The
wcret monifor is bound in so many words, to prefer a brother in mnm. to assist
him in trade, and to warn him in making a l.50011 or bad bargain, according to cir-
cumstances, either by ssgn. or grip, or word. That he may not plead- want of
memory for neglect of duty, he is bound first to make that duty familiar to his
memory, under penalty of having his heart pierced with the arrow of an enemy.
The legend of g degree, is the interview between David and Jonathan, when
Jonathan, with a lad, discovered to D“id’.:f the flight of his arrow, that he
must escape for his life, from the hand of Saul. *“ But the lad knew not any
thing ; only Jonathan and David understood the matter.” The brethren represent
Jonathan and David, the uminitiated represent the lad; the former use their secret
tokens, and the latfer regard it only as an tmi'umze transaction; the uninitiated
know not any thing, only the brethren understand the matter.

There are other on which your Committee have not reported, and
other points, also, embraced in the resolition by which they are governed, par-
ﬁcnlarro‘?n relation to the tendency of the masonic institution, to subvert justice,
to crime, contaminate the morals of society, and undermine the foundation
of a free government, which are duly appreciated ; biit the limited space neces-
tarily assigned to a report, forbids our further pursuing the subject.

(2) In couferring this degree upon ons of the Committee, the master observed : * If they
#eal our keys, we must put on new locks.”
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In concluding this report, we maks ne for the truth of the disclosures. We
what we know, and testify what we have seen and heard, and our own hands
handled. We wish not to excite, but to warn, wet to wound, but to heal the public
mind with immutable truth. We are not prompted by feelings of unkindness toward
any brother mason, or by ::;ly rolitieal or personal motive, in mdﬁ from masonry,
but only by a sincere reg or the rising generation, for our whole country, and
for posterity. What is there in mmm which we should adhere toit? Its form
and character, its doctrines and usages, its origin and practices, conspire te make if
ung ably odious to a virtwous mind, and to any government.

e anticipate frem adbering masons, the si charge of presenting to the gwb].i:
only the deformities of freemasonry. Its gaudd{;i:wm its trumpeted aims, its :
critical prayers, and its brave pretensions, ive many ; they have deceived us.
We expose the ite. No law requires us to rehearse the feats of valeur and the
sacrifices of patriotism, which a detected traitor volentarily exhibits, to cover his
treasonable designs. We simply etate the time, place, amd circumstances of his
treason. We precisely state the Jveme, point, aet, and words, in which freemason
offends against its professed character. The public may judge whether it is a grmz

-imposture. :

e are bound to the communit the usual ties of property and kindred, chil
dren and friends. Some of our deyn:ztt relatives yet uﬁm‘u to freemasonry. We
mean them no harm. We know that as face answers to face in a glass, so does
this brief outline to the principal features of freemasonry. They. cannot deny it. i
here is the smallest variation from their conceptions of truth, they know that the
variation arises from the nature of the suhject, and not from hasty er wilfully erro-
neous statements on our part. They must admit, that careful study is on our side,
whils too little consideration is with them.

By this summary of the order, we wish to rescue others from the same snare, inta
whichweinconﬁdwoge&ll. We refuse, however burable we may be, to act &
decoy-doves, to entice young men of our country into the net of freemasonry.
We cannot consent to hover and flutter, in “mﬁm escmpe from masonk
thraldom, and to return for ever to the ground, held by the tow-line of this m
of abominations. We break away, we burst our ties, not unmindful of holi
but with an upward flight, and an eye fixed on heaven. 'We honestly received free:
masonry, a counterfeit ; we submit to the loss; we neither retain &t, nor passit; bu
having fully detected it, we ebeck it on the face, we stamp it on the wall, and we nail
it to t:d equnta:u; for oveg now it cheats many. We wel&:;wsiwd by false pmmm
reiterated in volumes, and su bz names. names mre ours,
weo erase them from the gnarunmt?:f nry. o
Henry Dana Ward, Master Mason, American Union Lo No. 1, Marietta, Ohio.

Delegate from New York. e

Lehbeus Armstrong, Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason, North Star

No. 162 ; Sacondaga Royal Arch Cl;’&r;[.odge 5
oﬁml'.haldbyr-tha GmdPrint& muaka,inl(’{ 1d

ontgomery county, New ¥ork. egate from New
- Moses Thacher, Arch Mason, St. Jokn's Lodge, No. 2, and Providentt
Arch Chapter, Provijence, Rhode Island. Delegate
from Massachusetts.
Abner Morse, =~ Master Mason. Delegate from New Jersey.
Ezra Slifer, Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Maryland.

Calvim Barber, Mark Mastier Mason. Delegate from Connectieut.
David Bernard, Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason. Delegate from

New York.
Martin Flint, Master Mason. Delegate from Vermont. )
" Noble D. Strong, Arch Mason. King David’s Royal Arch Chapter, Auburs,

ew York. Delegate from Connecticut.
Pliny Merrick, Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Massachusetts.

Herbert A. Read, Knight Templar, Knight of the Council of the T'rinity, Grond
t, Berfect, and S’ublim{ Mazson. Deleéfa_m from New York.
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UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Thacher, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to * consider the nature and spirit of anti-masonry,
from the disclosures of Professor Robison and the Abbe Barruel, to the present
time; the arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution; and the
means resorted to by the fraternity to suppress inquiry into the prineiples, nature,
and tendency of the order;” ask leave respectfully to present the following Report:

The resolution preferred for consideration to {m.u' Committee, supposes that AnNTI-
uasoneY has had an existence for more than thirty years. This supposition, your
Committee believe to be founded in truth and on substantial evidence. Although
the fraternity have endeavoured to impress upon the public mind, that this is merely
an ephemeral excitement, the creature of a party, and created for the sole purpose
of accomplishing particular political objects; yet, it is easy to prove, that the seeds
of opposition to all secret societies, were sown, both in this country and in Europe,
long before the Batavian martyr assumed the pen, to reveal the secrgts of the order.
Indeed, if we go back to the time when these seeds first began to germinate and take
root, we shall arrive at the year 1730, about thirteen years after the association of
speculative masonry was first organized, when Samuel Prichard fully disclosed the
secrets of the fraternity. At this time, the institution was in its incirlam state ; one
simple oath covered the whole of its mysteries ; and no one supposed that an organ-
ization, apparently so insignificant and unworthy of notice, was ever to become so
extensive and powerful as to revolutionize kingdoms, cause the most potent monarchs
to tremble upon their thrones, and even to defy ¢ the world in arms.” The revela-
tion of Prichard accordingly excited but little interest, although the fraternity, if we
may believe the masons themselves, were sufficiently sensitive, and sufficiently faith-
ful to masonic bond, to take the life of its unhappy author. .

Some years later thai this, and when considerable additions had been made to the
rites of freemasonry, appeared another revelation of its secrets, under the well known
title of * Jachin and Boaz.” The author of this work also, as well as the one who
republished it in this country, it has generally heen admitted by masons, paid the for-
feit of his life, for his temerity in transgressing masonic law.

In consequence of these disclosures, the order and rites of freemasonry were for 2
time considered contemptible. Young lads frequently appeared in the ‘streets of
London, clad in aprons, and adorned with pebles, in mimicry of a class of men, whom
they considered supremely ridiculous. By the cunning and falsehood of the craft,
however, they succeeded in laughing to scorn these faithful revelations ; and by high
pretensions and artful management, led a portion of the world to believe, that their
iustitution was very ancient, scientific, moral, charitable, divine, and religious; pa-
tronized by all the patriarchs, prophets, wise men, and saints, of old ; and that it Eas
conferred greater blessings upon mankind than any other institution on earth, nat
even excepting the christian religion. The principles of the order had bgen trans-
planted into France, Germany, and other kingdoms of Europe, and had begun to
take a deep and extensive root even in America. From the commencement of the
French revolution, however, some had the sagacity to discern that this deluge of hu-
man bloéd, and the subsequent anarchy of that nation, resulted, not so much from
the true spirit of national liberty, as from the principles of infidelity extensively pro-
pagated in every country of Europe, by means of secret associations. It was seen
that d&ists and atheists availed themselves of the secrets of freemasonry, to dissemi-
nate their pernicious doctrines, for the express purpose of revolutionizing every reli-
gion and government, then in existence.

Among those who discovered the deleterious influence of guch principles, and
watched with solicitude these secret operations, were the Abbe Barruel and Professor

L]
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Robison ; both of whom were freemasons ; and, particularly Professor Robison had
opportunity to become extensively acquainted with the secrets of the craft. They
perceived, that if freemasonry was not originally intended to answer the basest de-
signs, end to carry into operation the most pernicious system of means for the sub-
version of civil and religious rights, it was exactly fitted for the use of infidels and
demagogues, and was never calculated to exert any salutary influence upon mankind.
Professor Robison, speaking of those baleful principles, which were disseminated
under cuvert of the lodge, says, *I have observed these doctrines gradually diffusing
and mixing with all the different systems of freemasonry, till at last, AN Assocra-
TION HAS BEEN FORMED, for the express purpose of ROOTING OUT ALL THE RELI-
G10US ESTABLISHMENTS,- AND OVERTURNING ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF
EvroPE.” *In short,” says he, *“we may assert with confidence, that the mason
lodges in France were the hot-beds where the seeds were sown, and tenderly reared,
of all the pernicious doctrines which soon choked every moral or religious cultiva-
tion, and have made the society worse than a waste, have made it a noisome marsh
of human corruption, filled with every rank and poisonous weed."”

These views of the masonic institution, as iivmg rise to the doctrines of the illu-
minati, induced Dr. Robison and the Abbe Barruel to prepare and publish their
different works, which opened the -eyes of many to existing evils and dangers, and
].Eimd uced considerable alarm both in Europe and America. In 1798, or 1799, the

ritish parliament passed an act, prohibiting any more than three degrees of masonry
being conferred im any lodge in the kingdom ; and subsequently, provided by statute
against the administration of extra-judicial oaths. ..

When Robison and Barruel began to be read in this country, many intelligent men,
both civilians and divines, were awakened to impending danger, filled with fearful
arprehonsions in view of the rapid growth of freemasonry, and sounded the note of
alarm both from the pulpit and the forum. But the masonic fraternity were excited
to wrath, and resorted, without delay, to slander and calumny. They followed the
example of the illuminees in France and Germany, who appointed slandering com-
mittees throughout those countries, forestajled the freedom of the press, and vilified
the character of every one who presumed to open his mouth, in vindication of the
Zrue principles of moral and political philosorphy.

Although Professor Robison sustained as fair and exalted a character as any other
literary man in Europe, it was not to remain unimpeached by members of tgo ma-
sonic fraternity: The following, among other gross slanders, were originated among
freemasons, and industriously circulated in different sections of the United States,
after the Professor’s publication made its appearance in America. In a paper
printed at Hartford, September 26, 1799, we are told, * that Robison had lived too
fast for his income, aud to supply deficiencies, had undertaken to alter a bank bill ;
that he was detected, and fled to France; that having been expelled the lodge in
Edinburgh, he applied in France for the second grade, but was refused; that he
made the same attempt in Germany, and afterwards in Russia, but never succeeded ;
and from this, entertained the bitterest hatred to masonry; that after wandering
about Europe for two years, by writing to Secretary Dundas, and presenting a copy
of his book, which, it was judged, would answer certain purposes of the ministry,
the prosecution against him was stopped, the Professor returned in triumph to his
country, and now lives upon a handsome pension, instead of suffering the fate of his
predecessor, Dodd.” In another paper, Dr. Robison was represented as “ a man
distinguished by an abject dependence upon a party, by the base crimes of forge
and adultery, and by frequent arox%sms of insanity.” These, and other falsehoods
of a similar nature, were copied into Boston papers, and other periodicals of the day,
and have been reiterated from time to time ever since. The grand lodge of Massa-
chusetts, in a cool and deliberate address to the President of the United States,
which they published in their ¢ book of constitutions,” did not hesitate to throw out
the basest insinuations against the Professor’s character.

But those who propagate slander, are not always wise for thomselves. Creden-
tials of the highest authority, obtaimed from Europe, by Dr. Dwight, Dr. Tappan,
Dr. Pearson, Dr. Morse, and others, proved the Professor’s character tp be without
blemish, and that he wag had in honour and good fellowship with masons, till his book
appeared before the puBlic. So that even on the ground which masons have taken
themselves, und the statements they have made with respewt to the Professor’s cha-
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acter, the publication of his book was, in their mind, a greater offence against their
astitution, than even forgery and adultery! ¢ Rev. Dr. Erskine, whose character
1 generally known and respected in America, and who was a neighbour to Dr. Ro-
ison, speaking of the forementioned criminations of the Dr's. character, which
ave been circulated in Ameriea, says, ‘ Had they been sent to Edinburgh for their
'ALPABLE FALSEH0OD, they would have been z.sp‘ad and detested.’” *“ Mr. J.
Valker, a respectable inhabitant of Great Britain, referring to the exalted character
i@ nad given of Dr. Robison, says, ¢ Nor is this the exaggerated praise of a friend ;
0 one who knows Mr. Robison as I have known him, and he is almost universally
nown in Britain, will dare to call it in question.”” Another * of the most t-
ble literary characters which Scotland has produced,” says that,  Professor Robi-
on’s character is so well established among those who know him best, that it would
e rigiculous in Edinburfh. to call in question his veracity or ability.”

In the year 1798, a learned, discreet, and judicious Professor in Yale College,
repared an abstract from the works of Barruel, which he offered far publication in
be «* Connecticut Courant,” printed at Hartford. The Professor succeeded in hav-
ng eight of his numbers inserted, and then the columns of that distinguished paper
vere closed inst him, through masonic influence. Subsequent numbers were
orwarded to Boston, and published in the * American Merculz.“ .

In 1798, Rev. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, Mass. preached and published a sermon,
n which he pointed out the dangers of illuminism, the rapid and powerful influence
vhich it was obtaining in this country, and the importance of the American people
Jpening their eyes to impending evils. In this sermon, with notes subjoined, he
ecommended the extensive circulation, and general perusal, of Robison’s * Proofs
f a Conspiracy.” This gave great umbrage to the freemasons in Massachusetts,
ud elsewhere, and the Dr. against whom, a syllable of reproach had not before been
l]:!.ered, was now to be pursued with calumny and abuse, till he should find rest in
the grave. i -

Among those who entered the field of controversy, in ugpoeition to Dr. Morse, was
Jusiah Bartlett, then grand master of the grand lodge of Massachusetts. He pub-
lshed several numbers in the American Mercury, of , impeaching the motives of
Dr. Morse, and spurning, rather than attempting to refute, his arguments. This
drew from Dr. Morse, and others, a series of numbers, in the same paper, of the same
year, replete with good sense, cool and deliberate, and calculated to convince any
tandid and judicious man, not prepossessed in favour of the masonic institution, or
ihackled with masonic oaths. Ene of the distinguished gentlemen of that day, who
feeply interested themselves for the welfare of our country, in relation to lhgs sub-
lect, was the late Hon. Samuel Dexter, of Boston. He wrote an able, lucid, and
ngenious article, for insertion in the Mercury, in-answer to Mr. Bartlett, but the
tiece was excluded from the columns, through the interference and solicitatien of
\r. Bartlett himself. This able document has recently been discovered among the
sapers of the late Dr. Morse, and has since been published.

is controversy continued for a considerable length of time, and the members of
he masonic fraternity were far from withholding any abuse or calumny against either
riend or foe, who espoused the cause of a,lni-n:m;m:;{ie

A writer in the * Mercury,” of September 14, 1798, says, * Dr. Morse has been
‘¢nsured as being unfriendly to masonry. The ire of the fraternity has been excited
'E“l:;t him, ancf has prevented that candid perusal of his writings which they de-

erved.”

Another writer in the same paper, December 7, 1798, justly argues, * that the

eusitiveness of freemasonry, and their spleen against Rabison, Barruel, and Dr.

orse, are calculated to create suspicion. Why should they be so determined to
ftinguish the light which is shed upon this subject, unless they considered the ma-

Wuic institution as having an iptimate connexion with illuminism."

Another writer of the same year, and same periodical, i vindication of freema-
oury, turng into ridicule the whole account of Robison, Barruel, and others, and

resents vhe illuminati as genuine philosophists.
he author of the celebrated * Worcester charge,” so called, who was o less than

b late Dr. Bentley, of Salem, Mass. about this time made an elaborate attempt to

¥adicate the character and works of Adam Weishaupt, ag a brother mason! In this
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essay, published likewise in the Mercury, he speaks of Weishaupt's important wri-
i z,a!:thebmtofbisagemdcmhl;? B

his cursory view of the subject convinces your Committee, that anti-masonry
was fairly in the field, more than thirty years since, and driven out by the same sys-
tem of means which was pursued in France, before the revolution, and which has
been universally pursued in this COHM:L. ever since the * Morgan excitement.”
They made the same attempts to muxzle the press there, that they do now ; and as no
seceder has ever escaped s ander and abuse, so, those who enlisted on the side of
truth, and the equal rights and best interests of our country, more than thirty years
ago, were treated in the same manner. The same spirit existed in the masonic fra-
ternity at that day, which recently prevailed in the very * cradle of liberty,” tram-
pled upon all law, resisted the officers of police, disregarded every degree of decency
and order, and succeeded effectually in suppressing for a little season, what, the most
of all things, they both hate and dread, THE DIFFUSION OF LIGHT !

Your Committee also find, that the spirit of anti-masonry has never attached itself
to any Jvarﬁeular sect or party; that it has embraced the whole science of moral and
political philosophy, and never been either designed or calculated to foster any poli-
tical faction; but that its great object has been, to secure the equil rights of our
common country, and guard all our civil and religious privileges, against the power
and influence. of secret usurpation.

In relation to the arguments used by freemasons in support of the institution, as
alluded to in the resolution, your Committee have not yet %een able to find that they
have ever used any! Freemasons have, indeed, attempted a show of argumentation,
but it has been merely to vociferate that their institution is ancient, divine, moral,
admt:;ﬁ.c, and charitable; that all the saints of old were their patrons; and that
‘Washington and Franklin, and all the great and wise men of the world, have been
members of their institution. Indeed, your committee have reason to believe that ¢ the
arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution,” have generally been
like those used by the * craftsmen” of old, when they *“ cried out, for the space of
two hours, great 12 Diana of the Ephesians I

In view of these facts, and many more, which could not be embodied in a single
report, your committee have come to the conclusion, that anti-masonry has been the
same in spirit and principle, from the first disclosures of professor Robison and the
Abbe Barruel, to the present time ; and that one principal mode of masonic warfare,
and the most efficient means, adopted by the masonic -fraternity, to suppress the
watirk of investigation, has been a thoroughly organized system of slander and
calumuy. :
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Seward, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom it was referred to make a concise report of the progress
and present state of Anti-Masonry throughout the United States, most respectfully
submit the following Report :

That the abduction of{‘\l" iam Morgan called forth the first general expression of
popular epinion against secret societies. 'That event took place at Batavia, in the
county of Genesee, in, the state of New York, on the 11th day of September, 1826 ;
just four years before the session of this first National Anti-Masonic Convention. A
considerable period elapsed, before the rpaoplo in the immediate vicinity of that out-
rage, became sensible of the faet, that freemasonry had commanded and justified the
bigh-handed conspiracy ; and a still longer period elapsed, before the iniquitous oaths
and obligations of the order became generally known. But finding themselves at
length unable to ferret out the conspirators, and becoming at length acquainted with
the alarming prineiples, in acecordance with which their fellow citizen been be-
reft of liberty and life; a determination was made by the people, in a few of the
towns in the counties of Genesee, Monroe, and Niagara, by the exercise of the
right of suffrage, to effect the abolition of the institution in whose name and service
the daring deed was committed. In the :ﬂring of 1827, a few scattering demonstra-
tions of this determination were made at the town meetings. In the fall of 1827, the
question was for the first time brought distinctly and with concert to the polls, in the
counties of Genesee, Monroe, Livingston, Orleans, and Niagara, in each of which
counties the anti-masonic ticket prevailed, and the territory including them, beeame
thenceforth known in masonic language as the * infected district.”

In the summer of 1828, a convention of seceding masons was held at Le y in
the county of Genesee, by whom the truth of the revelations of freemasonry made by
Morgan were affirmed, and a further revelation was made of many of the higher

dafroel.

n the fall of 1828, the memorable presidential canvass absorbed almost the entire
public attention, without the limits of the counties above mentioned and the counties
adjacent. Nevertheless anti-masonry, in defiance of, and in opposition to both of the
political parties, deposited in the ballot boxes 33,000 votes.

In the month of February 1829, a state convention was held at Albany, in which
forty-two counties were represented, and by which this first national convention was
recommended. As yet, neither of the political parties had openl{ declared itself in
opposition to anti-masonry, and in many parts of the state, both had vied in caress-
ing it. No sooner hadn'tlu cenvention adjourned, than this affected complacency
was turned to bitter hate ; the t incumbent of the executive chair assumed the
duties of his office with a philippic against anti-masonry; that same anti-maso!
which, when a judge, he had from the bench declared to be ‘* a blessed spirit,”
which he described as the same spirit which had called this nation into existence, and
was & that our rights and liberties are destined to endure. From that period,
the influence and patronage of the general and state governments have been directed
with all their force against anti—mmng. With few exceptions, the leading politi-
cians of all parties, united to suppress the rising spirit of inquiry, and the force of the

was thus brought, for once, by the union of its heretofore discordant conductors,

into active opposition to anti-masonry. A concerted and simultaneous attempt was
made to stigmatise its supporters, misrepresent its successes. Pretended victe-
ries over the dnnnf‘ intruder were reported to have been gained where no battles bad
been fought, and fabricated renunciations of anti-masonry were every where pub-
lished, and its dyi onies were re-echoed in all the masonic papers throughout
the state. While to the honour of the anti-masons of the state of New York, it is
tated, that in this, the most severe period of trial, they remained true to their eause ;
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it must be conceded, a very great effect was produced by these systematic efforts of
freemasonry, in those parts of the state where anti-masonry had neither papers nor
advocates to support and defend it. Nevertheless, the election of 1829, showed that
anti-masonry hnga taken too deep root in the intelligence and patriotism of the people,
to be uprooted by the blasts of masonic or political calumny and denunciation. “The
Hon. Albert H. E‘raqr was elected to the senate in the 8th district, by a mu_]oﬂt‘y of
about 8000 votes; thirty anti-masonie members were returned to the house of as-
sembly, and anti-masonry received the glorious testlmonﬁ of ‘67,000 votes. The
counties of Erie, Niagara, Orleans, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Allegany, .Catta-
raugus, Chautauque, Steuben, Ontario, Wayne, Yates, Seneca, and Washington,
were redeemed from the thraldom of freemasonry, and the borders of the * infected
district” were extended, from the Niagara river on the west to the Cayuga lake on
the east, and from lake Ontario on the north to Pennsylvania on the south.

A state convention was held in February, 1830, in which forty-six counties were
represented ; the town meetings held in the spring, exhibited a great increase of spirit
in behalf of the cause, and an astonishing accession of strength. The struggle in the
state of New York has been severe, but always and every where the gain has been
in favour of anti-masonry, and the day is not distant when that great state will add
to the glory achieved by her great works of internal improvement, that of emancipa-
tion from the thraldom of secret societies; and though the waters of the Niagara may
not wipe from her escutcheon the stain of the blood shed by masonic violence, she
has already added to its glories, that of having been the first in the great work of
abolishing secset societies. .

8o early as in 1827, the subject of the masonic outrages in the state of New York,
was spoken of in Pennx{lvania; and such was the impression made in that year, upon
the minds of some public spirited individuals in the western part of that state, that
an effort was made to establish a paper, intended to publish the Morgan affair, and
efgoae the principles of freemasonry. This attempt was abandoned, owing to the
diffieulties and obstacles which presented themselves among a people, having yet no
knowledge of masonic obligations, and having witnessed no practical demonstration
of masonic violénce. :

The friends, however, of truth and equal rights, were not easily to be deterred;
but procured from New York, documents detailing the conduct of the fraternity, and
the revelation of its principles in that state. Some time afterwards, papers in sev-
eral counties commenced the publication of the illustrations of masonry. 'The cause
gradually gained friends in several counties, until an attempt at organization was
made in June, 1820 ; twelve counties only appeared in the state convention, which

ut in nomination a candidate for the office of governor; the election took place in

ctober following, and equally to the astonishment of its friends and the dismay of
its opponents, anti-masonry polled for Joseph Ritner, its candidate for governor,
52,000 votes. This contest terminated in the election of Mr. Wolf, a freemason, to
ilie office of governor; but that result was ascribed by many intelligent men, to the
want of a general understanding among the friends of anti-masonry. Certain it is,
that the ‘E:Pty was not then organizedn&mugbont the state, and in many counties, it
is said, that it was not generally known that there was any opposition to Mr. Wolf;
an ignorance which may well be considered probable, without reflecting upon the
intelligence of the people, if we take into consideration the especial guardianship
which freemasonry assumes over the press. Under these circumstances, the vote
received by Mr. Ritner was a cheering result, and augurs a speedy victory. In
October, 1829, the Hon. Harmar Denny was elected a member of congress from
the Pittsburg district, in opposition to the concentrated energy of the fraternity, by a
majority of upwards of 1100 votes. In the month of February, 1830, the first gene-
ral state convention was held at Harrisburgh. Measures, the committee are assured,
were at that time adopted, for a general and efficient organization, and for diffusing
information among the p::j)le; and so rapid has been the progress of anti-masonry
throughout this enlightened and powerful state, that it is believed she will, at the
W\F election, exhibit a decided majority against secret societies.

In Vermont, anti-masonry became in a small portion of the state a subject of con-
versation, in 1827. Town meetings were held in March, 1828, in the counties of
Orange and Caledonia, and a state convention assembled at Montpelier in August,
18R9; that conveation put in nomination & candidate for governor, who declined the
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favour of the party ; nevertheless, anti-masonry gave 7300 anti-masonic votes. A
second state convention has been recently held, and the returns now received, bring
the gratifying information of an increase probably of not less than fifty per cent. in
the vote of anti-masonry. The committee cannot omit to mention their high sense,
of the uncompremising firmness and perseverance of the friends of equal rights and
anti-masonry, exhibited in this patriotic state, on many occasions, and particularly
in the first election of General Cahoone, one year since, a member of Congress from
the fifth congressional district, after a canvass of seven ballotings, and his subsequent
re-eloction to the same trust, on the first ballot.

Anti-masonry appeared in the territory of Michigah in the summer of 1828. The
first territorial convention was held in February, 1829. From this period anti-ma-
sonry has been advancinf in most of the peninsular counties. The county of Wash-
tenaw has a majerit{lo anti-masons. It is probable ‘that the same may be said in
truth, of Wayne, Oakland, and Lenawee. Monroe, Macomb, and St. Clair, con-
tain a respectable number of anti-masons. The counties on the St. Joseph's and
Kalawazoo rivers, on the western side of tha peninsula, likewise afford a considera-
ble anti-masonic population. The state of anti-masonry in the upper counties is
unknown to the committee. Michigan is now represented in congress, by the Hon.
John Biddle, nominated by the anti-masons at their territorial convention.

In the state of Massachusetts, the investigation of freemasonry was first commen-
ced in the county of Bristol, about two years since, by some intelligent and patriotic
individuals. In that county the progress of information was such, that at the last
April election, the delegation to &e senate of the state was wholly anti-masonic, and
elected expressly on anti-masonic principles. @he Boston Free Press, a firm and
vig:rons_m ﬁorter of the cause, was established about two and a half years since.

first public anti-masonic meeting in that city, was held on the 27th of August,
1829, at which time the Suffolk committee were chosen. The valuable researches
and investigations of that committee are extensively known to the public. Smce
that meeting, the cause has progressed with a rapidity unparalleled in any other ,
great city, and Faneuil Hall has again, as in olden time, resounded the acclamations
of liberty. No election has, as your committee believe, been had in the county of
Buffolk, in which the strength of anti-masonry has been tried. Several towns in
this state at the last spring ¢lection, returned anti-masonic members to the legisla-
ture. A spirit of firmness and unanimity pervades the anti-masonic through-
out the state, and gives promise, that the state first to throw off British tyranny, will
not be among the last to break the dominion of secret societies.

The spark of anti-masonry, which fell in the state of New Jersey, in 1827, but lit
up the flame of opposition to secret societies. Your committee are satisfied that that
patriotic flame has not been extinguished. The information received by the com-
mittee, warrants the belief, that the work of anti-masonic reform will be rapid and
complete in that state, inferior to none in the union for patriotism and valour.

No general public effort was made in relation to this subject in the state of Con-
pecticut, as your committee understand, until the latter part of the year 1828, A
state convention was held in the year 1829, and an organization was effected in
many of th¢ counties of that state. The first demonstration at the polls, was made
in 1830, when the anti-masonic senatorial candidates received votes. being
about one fourth of the ate of senatorial votes in the state. Bix anti-masonic
senators were elected, ut one fourth of the house of representatives in this
state are amti-masonic, and the state exhibfted every where a degree of harmany and
firmness of purpose, which augur the best results. The committee cannot refrain
from stating, as highly honourable to the intelli of Conneeticut, that anti-ma-
sonry has advanced in this struggle, thus rapidly and firmly with the aid of, at no
time bat two, and most of the time but one free press, while twenty-eight presses
are arrayed against it. :

In Ohio, the first arance of anti-masonry at the polls, was at the general elec-
tion in October, 1829, at which time, without any general system of organization,
several candidates were put in nomination, and elected altogether on anti-masenic
principles. It has, as yet, prevailed mostly in the northern parts of the state : there
are anti-masonic presses in the counties of Adams, Knox, Tuscarawas, Harrison,
Wayne, Ri , Huron, Portage, Geauga, and Ashtabula; and a few other
presses are knowg, occasionally, to admit anti-masonic articles.
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In the counties of Trumbull, C 8, Medina, Loraine, Seneca, Sandusky,
Wayne, Stark, Columbiana, Jefferson, Holmes, and Athens, the subject of anti-
mesonry has been considerably :&itawd, and the committee are well assured that
anti-masonry has the strength of 40,000 of the freemen of this new, and emulous, and
enterprising state. :

In Rhode Island the question was never agitated until during the latter part of the
last year. A press has been established, a state convention held, and an organiza-
tion adopted. In no part of the union has there been more commendable zeal and
firmness displayed by anti-masons, than in this island state, which is represented as
hnvmﬁ been peculfarly favoured by the protecting care of freemaspnry.

In the state of Maryland, and in the state of Delaware, respectively, iublic opinion
is forming on this subject. Anti-masonry has found there, as every where, a recep-
tion in the hearts of men of patriotism and philanthropy. In the distant state of
Alabama, it has kindled a flame which burns brightly, and with steadily increasing
splendour. In Indiana the cause is destined, from present indications, soon to be-
come an object of paramount regard.

From most of the other states and territories, your committee have no certain in-
formation ; but it is evident that anti-masonry has every where throughout the union,
the hearts and hopes of many good and true men. All past experience warrants the
belief, that another year will witness a development of the principles of anti-masonry
in every state and territory in the union ; and all past experience proves, that so fast
us that development is made, just so rapidly freemasonry, with its unlawful oaths,
its glarming ‘Ennci les, and blasphemous rites and ceremonies falls before it, and pub-
lic opinion flows thenceforth in the * natural and healthful channel” of opposition to
all secret societies.

R L -,



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.
Mr. Em, Jrom the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed on the subject of nominating candidates for the offices
of president and vice-president of the United States, to be supported by the anti-ma-
sonic party at the next election, report :

The principal object of masonry in the United States for many years, has been
the acquisition of political power. This fact cannot have escaped the observation
of any one conversant with the political movements, and appointinents to office, in the
various parts of our union. It is also abundantly proved by the direct testimony of
numerous masons of the highest respectability, and greatest experience, who have
seceded from the institution, and of some who continue to adhere to it. But all
doubt on the subject is banished by the oaths of one or more degrees of the order,
whose manifest design and tendency are, to produce a preference of masons, in
ain‘mmmenta and elections to office. »

he result is, that although the members of the institution do net form, probably,
more than one tenth of the voters in the United States, they hold about two-thirds of
the offices of trust, profit, and honour, in the general and state governments. =

If masodry be thus fortified behind the political patronage and power of the
government, where is it to be sought and attacked by those who desire to destroy
its baneful influence on morality and religion, and its usurpation of the rights and
pnvileioe of the I:ople? It is to be sought where alone it is to be found,—in its
ntrenchments. ti-masonry, therefore, 1s necessarily political. -

It is by the hope of advantage, and the expectation of office and undue influence,
that the young and the ambitious are drawn into the toils of masonry. Blast this
hofe. destroy this expectation, and the institution dies. ;

f these views are correct, it is evident that anti-masonry cannot stop in mid-
course, and confine its operations to the state governments ; and that its reforming
spirit must be extended to the l'gtlwanrnlnﬂut of the union ; and especially to its execu-
tive branch. The exertions of the masonic institution, as ifested by the project
at the capitol, in March, 1822, to organize a general grand lodge of the United
States, have long been directed to the acquisition of the entire control of the exten-
sive patronage of the federal government. The project of organizing that central
power, may be for the present moment suspendedl.) t was defeated at the time by
the state grand lodges, from their jealousy of a superior power ; but it will never be
finally abandoned while masonry exists. If it shall ever be executed, the Committee
need not say, that from that time the eﬁema-ml grand lodge of the United States will
exclusively control the presidential election. The electors will be no more than
passive instruments to register the decrees issued at Washington. A permanent
central power, possessing a lperfact organization also of subject societies throughout
the union, with sovereign legislation, sworn secrecy, permanent funds, corporate
rights in many states, wifh safe halls for consultation, and penalties of death for diso-

ience of orders, and the whole avowedly actuated by political purposes, must
necessarily engross all power, if it choose to do so. The people under it can be no
more than tenants at sufferance. To what degree masonry has already succeeded,
in engrossing governmental patronage, opinions vary; but it is known to be alarm-

ly great. ti-masonry would be defeated in its efforts to free the land of masonie
and pollution, unless an able and a decided opponent of masonry be placed in
the presidential chair.

The election of president, necessarily excites attention and inquiry throughout the
United States. e nomination of a candidate for the suffrages of the people, to be
supported on anti-masonic grounds—a candidate who shall receive the united sup-
port of those who are openly and decidedly opposed to the domination of masonry,
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will force the investigation of the principles and practices of the institution into every
district of the United States. Anti-masonry will be more widely extended by one
presidential election on anti-masonic grounds, than by many years of exertion through
state elections only.

The expediency of selecting candidates for the offices of president and vice-presi-
dent of the United States, to be supported by anti-masons at the next election in
1832, it is presumed, will be aprarent to all advocates of a&;wl rights throughout the
country. %Vhethsr success shall follow at the next, or not till the succeeding election,
in 1836, cannot affect the propriety or necessity of the measure.

The next part of the gubject submitted to the Committee, is the question of nomi-
nating presidential candidates at this time by the convention.

Aft%i‘ the most careful consideration, the Committee have arrived at the conelusion,
that the nomination should not be made at the present time. The reasons will be
briefly adverted to.

1. In this convention all the states are not represented. Ad every state is deeply
interested in the election of president and vice-president, itis in the highest degree
desirable that all should participate in the nomination of the candidate for whom all
are to vote. 'The invitation of the state of New York, to the citizens of the United
States, to elect delegates to the present convention, was made public in March, 1829,
and the period since that time, has been too short to disseminate through the whole
union, a knowledge of the dangeraus principles and proceedings of the masonic fra-
ternity, and for the regular organization of an anti-masonic party in each state and
territory, in opposition to it.

Every member of this convention has seen and felt the diffienlty of organizing
the op&osi.ﬁon to masonry ;—arising princi aJl_¥I|ﬁ'om the controlling influence exerted
ul:lon e press by the masonic brotherhood. The states in the vicinity of New York,
where the opposition commenced, have been awakened and aroused, and are repre-
sented at the present convention. But the people of the west and the south, have
not become fully informed of the alarming and tragic seenes on the Niagara, and
have not yet ripened their dislike of masonry into a settled and regular political
opposition.

here are many of the unrepresented states, in which the Committee believe that
a large portion of their citizens, are now prepared to express their decided disappro-
bation of the institution of freemasonry ; but from the want of unshackled presses,
and a knowledge of each others’ views, they have not yet been able to effect a regu-
lar political organization. Itis believed that the en]igztened citizens of those states
not now reﬁ»rasanted in this convention, will seize the first opportunity to form a sys-
tematic l;“ tical opposition to masonry.

If the election were close at hand—if the candidates must be nominated at the present
convention, or not at all, then the necessity of the case might justify, and indeed
would require, an immediate nomination by this convention. But no such necessity
exists. The choice of electors does not take place till November, 1832. There is
sufficient time before the election, to allow the unrepresented states to participate in
the nomination of candidates, and yet leave a year or more to elapse between the
nomination and the legal period of election.

Under these circumstances, the Committee think it waould not be acting with the
ordinary amity which the several states owe, and always practise towards each
other, and that it would be unjust towards the states, unrepresented in this conven-
tion, to nominate gresidential candidates, at the present time.

.2. The object of anti-masonry, in nominating and electing candidates for the pre-
sidency and vice-presidency, is to deprive masonry of the support which it derives
from the power and patronage of the executive branch of the United States govern-
ment. To effect this object, will require that the candidates, besides possessing the
talents and virtues requisite for such,exalted stations, be known as men decidedly
opposed to secret societies. The delay of a year, will enable the people throughout

e United Btates to form an opinion, whether: those who may be candidates, are
firm and decided anti-masons. Nothing less than entire conviction in the publie
mind, on this Poim, can give efficacy and success to any nomination, at a time when
the Eeoplo. with so much reason, are sensitive and jealous of the purity and inde-
pendence of those whom they may select to administer the government.

A
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The Committee, for these reasons, deem it inexpedient to nominate presidential
canflidates, at this convention.

The next question for consideration is, the manner of making the nomination.

The Committee are of opinion, that this nomination should be made by another
national convention.

The time ropose to fix, at about a year from the present period. The
ensuing year wi one fruitful of important occurrences. e apell of masonry is
broken, and light is bursting upon the nation. Men, now the least informed on the
subject of masonry and a.nt.i-muon}y. will receive great mccessions to their know-
ledge, from the disenthralled state of the public press, and the rapid march over the
country, of free inquiH. Sufficient time will also be allowed to the states not now
represented, or not fully re nted, to elect delegates to join in the nomination ;
and, from the information already received, there is reason to believe, that most of
those states will cordially and promptly unite at the appointed time, in forming a
component part of the nominating convention.

Under these views of the subject, the Committee respectfully submit the following
resolution, for consideration and adoption by the convention, viz. :

Resolved,. That it is recommended to the people of the United States, opposed to
secret societies, to meet in convention, on Monday, the 26th day of September, 1831,
at the city of Baltimore, by delegates, equal in number to their representatives in
both houges of congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of
president and vice-president, to be supported at the next election ; and for the trans-
action of such other business as the cause of anti-masonry may require.
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Mz, Walker, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed on the first day of the session of this Convention, *to
consider and report whether an adherence to the oaths and obligations of freemason-
ry, does or does not, disqualify a man for the impartial discharge of all important
offices in the gift of the people, according to the true nature of our institutions,” have
attended to that subject, and ask leave respectfully and briefly to rsport :

That from an examination of the oaths of masonry, and a comparison of the same
with those requisite for the administration of justice and the discharge of civil trusts,
they find that the oaths first mentioned come into direct collision with the latter, and
that an adherence to masonic obligations must and does necessarily and absolutely dis-
qualify any man for the faithful discharge of public trusta.

Your Committee are aware that this is a Eold assertion, and that it has an im-

rtant bearing upon the interests of a large class of the community; they believe,

owever, that it is perfectly correct, and may be demonstrated to the satis{acﬁon of
every candid and ingenuous mind. This, gour Committee would feel bound to do;
but the labour has been saved to them, by the manner in which the subject has
already been exhibited in the address to people of the United States, already
submitted to this Convention for their adoption.

In that address the prominent oaths of masonry were stated, their necessary and
certain operation illustrated, and the whole subject presented in strong and convin-
cing light, and sustained by arguments the most cogent and irresistible.

éour Committee, therefore, deem it the work of supererogation, to enter again upon
the same field. The work has been done, and well done; and it only remains to
zour Committee, to express their conviction of the vast importance of the position

ere assumed, and their full belief that it ought to be recognized, as a
principle by which to direct all our efforts for the subversion of the potent and dan-
gerous institutions of freemasonry.
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My, Todd, from the Committee next hereafier mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to consider and report the best system of a national
correspondence of anti-masons, for the sole purpose of diffusing informetion exten-
sively on the subject of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal
rights of mankind and our free institutions, respectfully report :

hat the great object of this convention is, to eradicate the evils of freemasonry,
and other secret societies. To effectuate this purpose, information of the nature,
tendency, and principles of all secret societies, but especially of the masonic institu-
tion, must be laid before the world.

After so much has been said, and well said, not only in the reports of the several
Committees, but in the remarks and information communicated by members on the
floor, your Committee think it unnecessary to detain the Convention by adverting
to the evils of the institution, except so far as they necessarily fall under their obser-
vation, in the performance of the duty assigned to them.

The first question which presents itself to the mind is, why is a system of national
correspondence necessary ? To this we answer, that we have to contend with a body
of men, whose orgauization is more perfect than that of any other combination
known to your Committee. It has been the boast of masons, that * the world in
arms could not put them down ;" that their means of communicating intelligence,
were at once certain, rapid, and secret.

Although their mumbers are comparatively few, yet their union, organization, and
sacrecy make them both powerful and dangerous. This power is not the result of
the purity of their institution, but of their capacity to act in concert, and to shield
themselves behind popular names. They dare not, they will not, come out fairly be-
fore the people, and defend the principles of their institution. They know full well
that those principles caunot be defended. They therefore act under the cover of
other names, and thus give strength and power to an institution, rotten at the care,
whose priunciples, when known, are only known to be condemned.

Your committee do not intend to call the attention of this Convention to all the
Proteus shapes that masonry has assumed. She claims tobe of divine origin, to be the
handmaid of religion, to be charitable and benevolent, and to have existed for ages.
All those pretensions have been met and refuted, by the reports already before the
Convention. » :

Point out the depravity of her principles; she refers to many great and good men

whom she has, under spécious pretences, seduced into her lodges. Demonstrate that
those principles are never so corrupt; she sneers at the information, and gives an
evasive reply.
. Why is she thus enabled, in this land of light and intelligence, to set public opin-
lon at defiance ? Itis uot her numbers : it is her secrecy, her union, her perfeét or-
ganization, and the facility with which she communicates information to all parts of
the world, that makes her the arbitress in political controversies.

Have masons a candidate whose interest they wish to promote? He is at once,
as if by magic, raised into notice, and universally eulogized, although, perhaps, totall
undeserving. Honest men mistake this clamour for public opinion, and join in wit
the ery, and go to the polls, under the impression, that they are supporting the best
man and the best principles, when they are merely carrying into effect the determi-
hation of the fraternity.

Do masons wish to shield themselves from theinvestigations of an inquiring public ?
At once, from Maine to Georgia, the cry is raised, that ** Anti-masonry is a mere

political manceuvre of the old federal party, against « Jackson and democracy.”
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Is it necessary to traduco the fair unsullied fame of an individual simultaneously,
from every quarter ? the voice of slander from a thousand tongues in concert, is
raised against him. All that has been said against freemasonry, will apply, to a
certain extent, to all secret societies. They are dangerous to all governments, but
especially to those that are free. It is matter of astonishment, that a nation so
jealous of its liberty, as not to permit even the representatives chosen by the people,
to act with closed doors, except on extraordinary occasions, should yet permit within
its bosom, 8 secrct society, numbering, at least, 100,000 members, and extending
through all the ramifications of society, to meet and act in secret, with a power suf-
ficiently great, to control every measure of the government, and like the pendulum of
the clock, regulate, by its vibrations, the whole machinery of the republic.

Against this powerful combination we will employ no weapons, but those of fair,
open, and honourable warfare, and none but such as are guaranteed to us by the
constitution. Although they have the advantage of concerting their schemes in secret,
we feel strong in the goodness of our cause, and we confidently hope, through the
blessing of that Being who has hitherto protected our beloved country, finally to suc-
ceed, by open measures, in destroying this unhallowed fabric of freemasonry, and
raising on its ruing the temple of liberty, whose foundation shall be based on the
principle of e%ual rights.

To act with effect, we must, however, act in concert; for this purpose, and to
spread information before the American people, your Committee recommend the
adoption of the following resolutions :

Resolved, That a Committee of correspondence be appointed, whose duty it shall
be to correspond with the several state committees, and with individuals in the
several states and territories, for the purpose of diffusing information on the subject
of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal rights of mankind,
and our free institutions, and that said Committee have power to appoint one of their
number to act as corresponding secretary. '

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Anti-magons of the several states and
territories, who have not already done so, to appoint state committees, as soon as
practicable, and that those states and territories who have such committees, forward,
without delay, the names of the individuals composing them, to the national Com-
mittee, that they may be published with the proceedings of this convention.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Anti-masons of the several states and
territories, where it is not already done, to appoint county, township, ward, and
town committees, and to forward, without delay, lists containing the names of those
appointed to their respective state committees.

olved, That the members of the several state committees, shall be deemed and
considered as members of the national committee of correspondence, and whenever
present at its sittings, entitled to vote and take part in its deliberations.
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Mf.MQnard, from the Committee inted fo inquire ‘in.'ol‘hu ect of freemasonry
nthe Christian religion, presented the ;ollmoimg report : etof)

Religion is the most precious gift of God to man. It unfolds his earthly relations
ind duties, and discloses the source of all his hopes and consolations. It teaches the
onnexion between imperfect intelligences, and the Almighty Being who created the
miverse by the word of his power, and governs it in infinite wisdom.

It reveals the momentous truth, that the soul of man is destined to survive the
rreck of all material things, and to live beyond the grave. That when ¢ the elements
bail melt with fervent heat, the earth shall be burned up, and the heavens shall be
vlled together like a scroll,” the soul of man will have entered upon an existence of
nterminable duration.

It sustains man amidst the vicissitudes and calamities of life ; draws aside the cur-
ains of eternity; illumines his melancholy path through the vale of death, and in-
pires him with the hopes of beatitude in the world of ﬁnure being.

Involving, as religion does, the dearest interests of earth, and the only hope of hea-
renly blessedness, it is natural that every thing which may impair its influence, con-
aminate its doctrines, or impede its progress, should excite the liveliest sensibilities of .
mmortal beings. Freemasonry cannot be indifferent in its effects upon that holy
ause. It is too importantin itself, too ramified in its connexions, and too powerful
1 its influence over the minds of its votaries, to be entirely without effect upon this,
the greatest and holiest subject that demands the employment of the human faculties.

It must exert an influence for good or for evil. Its tendencies cannot be regarded
with indifference. The pertinency of the inquiry becomes manifest, and its impor-
lance cannot be overrated.

Religion has had many improper connexions. Wickedness has often sought its
mantle to veil unholy designs. fte is not without example that freemasonry should
seek its alliance. Every subtle machination against human happiness, or civil lib-
trty, and every mighty effort for the oppression of mankind, has covered and charac-
tenized its designs with the sanctity oF religion. Christianity has been made to aid
the advancement of the most unholy purposes, and the gratification of the most pes-
tilent of human passions. Its benign influences have been perverted to promote
schemes of stupendous wickedness and of moustrous oppression. It has been used
W infuse malice into the heart of bigotry, nerve the arm and kindle the fires of perse-
tution, and prop the throne of tyranny.

In view of the abominations which the perversion of religion has produced, who
tan forbear to exclaim, Oh, Christianity ! what horrid enormities have been perpe-
trated in thy name!

Man is a religious being. In despite of stoical or impious philosophy, he regards

Author of creation with awful reverence. So powerful is Ll':o influence of religion
over the human mind, that it has been msde the instrumrent of its government. This

25 proved effectual, when all things else have failed. No scheme of policy, no plan
Or social improvement, no system of government would be regarded with approba-
tion, or even indifference, if it were manifestly hogtile to religion.

So deeply impressed was the author of illuminism, who in propensity, if not in
ability for tremendous mischief, was little less than * arch-angel fallen,” of the
nfluence of religion over the human disposition, that he invented what he called a
Priests’ degree, and made it a part of that system designed avowedly for the over-
throw of all social, political, and religious establishments. He seemed to enjoy a
fiend-like pleasure at the success of his subtle effort. He lured Christians into his
Soclety, and aequired from their professions and characters, a reflected sanctity upon

¢4igns the most inhuman, perverse, and impious. When a Protestant divine who
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had been enticed into his fraternity, declared the opinion that that blasphemous de-
gree expressed the true meaning o Chrisﬁanitg;he exclaimed with rapturous delight,
“Oh man, man, to what mayest thou not be persuaded! Who would ever have
thought that I was to be the founder of a new religion 1"

The astonishment we feel at the infatuation and violence which freemasonry seems
to have infused into dispositions the most amiable, and the dominion which it appa-
rently exerts over minds, enlightened, vigorous, and powerful, may experience some
abatement from the reflection, that nearly eighteen centuries of the Christian era,
passed away before there was, in any part of Christendom, a perfect establishment
of religious liberty. Before, the doctrine was embraced, by any large community,
that no earthly power possesses a right to control the conscience of man; that for his
errors of faith or of worship, he is amenable ouly to the great Father of his spirit.
But civil rulers in league with ecclesiastical functionaries, in the pride of power, and
arrogance of wisdom, prescribed a creed of faith, and condemned to banishment, or
torture, or death, the hapless being * who dared to believe or to doubt, a little more or
a little less,” than the standard which bigotry and tyranny had erected. Thus was
formed and for centuries continued, that adulterous connexion between church and
state ; a baleful union, always barren of good and prolific of evil. This alliance filled
the world with desolation. It broke up communities, pursued the sincere adorers of
God in their wanderings, and traced them by their prayers and their worship into
their places of refuge. It drenched the fairest portions of the globe with human
blood, arrayed Christian against Christian, with the name of the Saviour on his lips,
and vengeance in his heart, and caused him to exclaim at every triumph over his
brethren in the Lord, in the sentiment, if not the language of the impious' Mahome-
tan, ** Allah Acbaz,” ** God is victorious.”

It was not until liberty had found an abode in this favoured land, that the human
mind was emancipated from error, prejudice, and bondage. That the rights of con-
science were defined, established, and secured ; that religion was redeemed from the
slavery of power, freed from the contamination, and delivered from the dangers of
that unholy alliance; that virtue, its constant handmaid, was enlarged from the dun-

n, where priests and tyrants had confined her; and set free, with all her attractive
F::elinass. to cheer, console, adorn, and bless mankind.

It may not be inar ropriate to the occasion, to indulge the reflection that we are
now pursuing our deliberations in a city, whose foundations were laid by an illustrious
personage, whose long, and peaceful, and glorious life was devoted to the augmenta-
tion of buman happiness, and whose services were greatly instrumental in the es-
tablishment of the principles of free inquiry, the rights of conbcience, and of religious
liberty. This delightful city, the fair work of his iands, consecrated to liberty and
benevolence, and which now constitutes so essential an adornment of our country,
is unimportant, in compariwu with his labours in the cause of humanity, freedom,
and religion ; which will render him an everlasting benefactor of the human race.
He was one of those rare beings, who constitutes an epoch, and impresses his character
upon the times in which he lives. This city may vanish from the face of the earth,
but his usefulness and his fame will endure for ever; for wisdom and virtue are im-
mortal. He yet lives by his works, and exerts an extended influence upon human
condition. A spark from the altar of liberty erected in the wilds of America, has
kindled a flame in Eurocre which now shines with its pristine purity and lustre, in
that most wonderful and glorious of all revolutions, recently achieved in one of its
fairest kingdoms. Let us imbibe the benignant spirit of this friend of man. And
while we pursue the great objects of our inquiry with his meek boldness, and his mild
but firm determination, may we emulate his singleness of purpose, hiu'purity of mo-
tive, and his expansive charity.

It is in accordance with the history of frail man, that freemasonry should seek
sanctity, by an alliance with religion. It seems to have done so. If the fraternity
cannot claim the appellation of a ** peculiar people,” it has a kingly government,
and a * royal priesthood.” The order exhibits in its structure, the odious union of
civil and ecclesiastical power. It displays the alternate exercise of sovereign authority,
and the performauce of the duties of the altar. It blends the holiest ceremonies of
religion with the most revolting of human follies.

It es its mystic symbols, in profane performances, as the emblems of great
and dread realities. Freemasonry has a creed, but it is not the creed of any denomi-
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natiop.of-the ywarshippers of God. Unlike all, and yet eql,lgﬂ‘g adapted to every faith ;
excopt, perhaps, only in the degree of knight templar, there is no recognition of

deemer. Othier than that degree, creed of freemasonry is equally the
faith of pll, and the faith.of wone of the children of men, who acknowledge a
Supreme Reing. It is not Christianity, or the handmaid of it, but an impious sub-
stityte for it. By estranging the mind from the doctrines of the gospel, it inevitabl
]thﬁ&rﬂa its chambers far the lodgement of infidel principles. It harmonizes as well
with the tenets of the Jew, the Pagan, and the Mahometan, as with thoge of the
humble follower of Christ.

The idolatrous Persian, who lprmmm himself in blind adoration before the sun,
and worships it as the source of light, and Jife, and intelligence ; the wild son of the
forest, who lpads his altar with victims, mingles his unintelligible adorations with
the precipus incense, s it pscends to the Great Spirit, and consoles himself with the
dolusive .expectation of the.country beyond the hills ; the Pagan, who flies to the
(fanges, and hopes in its sacred waters, rather than in the exhaustless fountain of
redeeming grace, to-wash away the pollutions of his soul ; the Turk, who kneels at
L mosque, ahy; his hand on the koran, and says, ** Allah, there is but one God, and
Mahomet is his apostle ;” the descendant of Abraham, who resoseo in .undiminished
faith, upan the fiiture advent of the Messiah, embrace the creed of freemasonry, with
the same .cordiality and confidence, as the believers in Christ, who rest their only
hﬂmuf redemption and heavenly felicity, upon the merits of the atonement.

Does freempsonry aid the cause of religion, or is religion made to sanctify

shominations of freemasonry? There is an attempted connexion, and it cannot be
vithout ohject or effect. Religion, heaven-born, suflers from every earthly contact, and
tvery impure alliance. Is it possible, that the indecent ceremonies of freemasonry,
18 abomniable opths, its horrid penalties, its impions oblations, its blasphemous
personification of the Deity, can be acceptable in the eyes of .infinite purity? Itis
@ formidable objection to freemasonry, .t?m it attempts a connexion with religion,
ind presents, in mjniature, to the view of the American people, the abhorred union of
thurch and state, revolting to the feelings of every freeman, and condemned by every
principle. pf republiganism. ) .
. In estimating its probable effect upon religion, its secrecy begets suspicion. Chris-
tanity seeks publicity, and rejects concealment. It was the complacent declaration
of our, Saviqur, that all his acts, his teachings, his sermens, his communications, his
miracles, were open and public, and his emphatic asseveration, * In secret have I
#id nothing.” 'LChis is.the nature and spirit of his religion.

How, then, ¢an that spirit delight in secrecy, pnd wrap itself in darkness? Tnno-
tence seeks no cover ; shame and crime cry, “ come night,” and shropd us in the
“blanket of the dark.” JIs there a Christian clerFyman between the poles, who
Would pags the ceremonies, and take upon himself the obligations of freemasonry,
i open conference in presence of his church? How, then, dare he do it in pre-
%nce of his God? Is his awe of Omniscience increased by the all-seeing eye, one
of the emblems. of the order? .Or is all sense of accountability bapished from the
hind, by the jmpgsing, terrifying, and overpowering nature of the ceremanies?
The influence of Christianity is greatly exerted by its distinguished professors. The
dergy have a commanding power in all matters appertaining to the discharge of
Wcial and morgl dpty. ir approbgtion is favour, their example a guide to the
¥orld. All who regard the welfare of mankingd, experience delight at the fact, and
ippreciate the value of their influence. Qur social system requires it. Patriotism,
while it would exclude them from affairs of state, and debar thein from all employ-
Ieats, purely secular or political, and devote them to the duties of their holy voca-
lion, the #_cure of souls,” would not seek to diminish, but strive to increase, their
oral and religious jpfluenge. _

Freemasonry, like every other subtle scheme for worldly aggrandizement, has
tought to sanctify itself, by embracing in its brotherhood many worthy rainisters of

gospel. It presents them oqnspieuously amang its titled dignitaries, and makes
3n ostentatious display of its chaplains. Itarrays them at its festivals, and boasis of
Y8 power in the pulpit.
That * pulpit,
“ Which, in Its legitimate and sober use,
+ Bhall stand recorded while. the world shall gtand ;

“ The most ¢ffectual guard, support, and \
# Orpament of vlnuﬁl elFule.‘?w
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The fact of such membership has had, and still exerts a t:werful influence, i
sustaining the order. It is natural and proper that it should be so. The just rew
rence we feel for the characters and offices of those, “ whose doctrines and who
lives co-incident, exhibit lucid proof, that they are honest in the sacred cause,” n
strains us from the belief that g:y can be partakers in scenes of indecent folly, or«
atrocious impioz. We struggle against the evidence, and are prone to reject i

,from horror at the admission of the consequences. It is confidently believed, th

« the fact, that clergymen and Christians are members of the fraternity, now coust

* tutes the chief support of the order. If they were to abandon the institution, it woul
soon cease to exist. They now constitute its vitality. Deprived of the savour ¢
their influence it would immediately perish. One of the bad effects of freemasonny
now to be apprehended, is the diminution of the useful, wholesome, religious infls
ence of the gargy- Before the recent disclosures, there was less danger, because th
inconsistency between their Christian professions, and their masonic practices, wa
unknown to the world. But now it is revealed and manifest. With what hope ¢
effect or success, could a masonic clergyman address an assembly upon the greatsub
jects of profanity, impiety, and blasphemy? The thought would immediately rusht
the minds of his hearers ; **you have entered a lodge in the attire of a malefactn
taken God’s name in vain in horrible oaths, shocking to all moral sense, drank win
out of a human skull, imlproca.tad damnation on your soul, with double vengeance
in case of the violation of an impious obligation, and witnessed the personificatione
the great * I am that I am,” in the imposing scene of the burning bush, when Jehe
vah commanded the chosen leader of Israel, * to put off his shoes from his feet, for th
ground on which he trod was holy.” ¢ Physician heal thyself,”” would be the spor

_ taneous, irrepressible reply of every heart.

Freemasonry produces a mental slavery. That man is a slave whose mind is no

"free. It is in vain that he may enjoy * light and life and the use of his own limbs,’
if his soul is in bondage. He who is bound to secrecy on certain subjects, and to om
class of his fellow men, by unknown ties, which do not exist between him and others
is unreasonably & slave. Other men, men of discordant principles and views, hav(
power over his faculties, and in proportion to his subjection to the association, he i
in bondage, and becomes a mere, perhaps, a dishonourable machine.

Time will not permit & more particular or ample delineation of the solemn cers
monies of religion, which freemasonry blends with its ridiculous and profane exer

“ cises. It is the less necessary, because everyimportant report, made to the conven
tion, abounds in statements which fully illustrate them, and point directly to the de

orable effects, which familiarity with them must have upon the mind, to estrangl
t from the influences of religion.
" 'While we “state in sorrow, not in an anger,” the fact that cle en and othe
rofessed Christians are members of the fraternity, and now afford its main support
in ;.n;thel' view, we regard it with delight, as furnishing the grounds of consolatios
and hope. : ,
I“ewpc‘;ergymon, itis believed, ever sought admission. They have been lured inb

. begniling promises of advantage, and flattering through delusive hopes of more ex:

. tended usefulness in their holy vocation. 'F:iave become a freemason, with good
motives, is a misfortune, not a crime. It may, indeed, be questionable, whether tht
Eetmon the candidate is required to present, that he is not influenced by curloﬂl;g

always in exact accordance with truth. Whether so or not, can be known 0
' ;u the uemh:;“of h‘;em;s t.h:: that d?cmtion is mnl;li: without other knov:;eq o
reemasonry rethren are ple to give, the departure from truth, if &n)

. there be, can only be ascribed to the inﬁyeneez:if the inml:ntion. As the candidatt
may be fairly presumed to believe the institution virtuous and useful, his motives it

" becoming'a member, are not liable to impeachment. A continued adherence to
institution, after its impurities are shown, and its abominations are proved, presonft

" a far different aspect. .

Many Christians yet continue theif membership. Considerations, the force of which

« it is difficult to appreciate, have hitherto held them to their allegiance. Let us re-
gard them in all cﬂaritablom, with a deep and nﬁdigheool::c::mnm that the sameé
omniscient Boinrg who will adjudge-them for their to freemasonry, Wil
also u‘iﬂ‘nd;e us for our treatment of them. ;

As the institution craved their admission, and now relies upon their membership
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for sustentation, it is & natural presumption, that it should make vastefforts to retain
them. We may not be sensible of the number, variety, or power of the inducements
that may be presented to their minds, or addressed to their feelings. We may not
know how the question may be connected with other questions of nﬂty. As we can-
not fully urpmnm the power of the temptation to remain, we cannot duly estimate the
strength of mind, the energy of character, or the sense of duty, required to overcomeit.
We cannot resist the belief, that they will now regard the question in the new as-
pect in which it is presented, and that the convictions of conscience will finally pre-
vail over all other eonsiderations, and uce their voluntary abandonment. EWQ
wre strenftbenod in our confidence, by example of the many distinguished indi-
viduals of the clerical vocation, who have already emancipated themselves from the
thraldom in which they had been so long bound, and now labour with such com-
'mendable zeal and rare ability, to free the land from an institution so full of abomi-
'nations and dengers. :
| Many other distinguished ornaments of the church, without any practical know-
ledge of freemasonry, convinced by the recent diselosures of its irreligious nature and
'tendency, have engaged, with an ardour inspired adm importance of the subject,
.in disseminating the light of truth, and in warni world, that those who would-
1eschew evil, should be aware of the fascinations of this deceptive order.
. Christians of such benign intents, and high and holy purpose, want no promptings
'but their own senso of duty, their anxiety for the salvation of souls, and their reve-
‘rence for their God. In the spirit and charity of the gospel, they invite the attention
1of their brethren in the church, who belong to the fraternity, and address them in the
language of infinite condescension, * Come, let us reason together.” Calm and de-
liberate discussion, conducted in the spirit of brotherly love, will awaken investiga-
'tion, quicken a sense of duty, give force to its impulse, and produce the results which
truth requires. Let us not censure the hesitation, or chide the tardy action of Chris-
‘tians who are yet members of the institution; but invite their attention, and leave
them to the influence of time and their own reflections. The example of others will
'not be lost upon them. They will not be unmindful of the memorable act of a be-
-loved brother, the thread of whose spotless and useful life, was recently and prematurely
cut; whose gentle spirit, too pure for earth, took a sudden and early flight to heaven.
Yet not till it had raised its warning voice against the pretensions, character, and
tendency of this institution. ‘“Oh my soul! come not thou into their secret, unto
their assembly, mine honour be not thou united.” *1It is eneugh for me to. know,
that masonry is anti-christion and impious, and no man henceforward shall put me
in the catalogue of clergymen abetting masonry.” (2) A tremendous responsibility
rests upon masonic clergymen. The continnance or speedy destruction of the order,
is in their power. Let us indulge the animating hope, that whatever considerations
may restrain their immediate action, convictions of their Christian duty will ulti-
mately prevail. Let us not forget that we oppose the masonic institution, not its
members, only as they adhere to and uphold it. Against them we indulge no hos-
-tile feeling. Who are they ? Men like ourselves, not less virtuous, gifted, or patrioticy
“bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh,” our kindred, companions, and friends, with
whom ¢ we delight to take sweet converse, and walk to the house of Ged incompany.”
. Many of them are masons of only three degrees, and as ignorant of the unrevealed
Iniquity of the institution, until recently, as who never passed the threshold of
alodge. They have not been partakers in word or deed, in its late abominations.
In the perpetration of those outrages, it was the institution that sinned, by the infatu--
ttion it produges, and not its members as individuals. It is to that, and not to them,
that the shade of Morgau points, with a clay-cold, but unerring hand ; and, like the
ghost to Richard on Bosworth field, cries in a voice that should harrow up the soul:
“thou art my murderer, despair and die.” ' :
he views we have taken, inspire and justify a confidence, that the Great Head
of the church, who has always extended to it his signal protection, rescued it from
innumerable perils, purified itin his own time and manner, is moving the hearts of
his children to an investigation of the very subject p;oiﬁognded in_the resolution.
othing more is necessary. Attention and inquiry produce benign results.
Those who put their trust in God need not fear but he will deliver his church from
the lurking dangers of this imposture.

(a) J. 8. Christmas.
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Mr. Seward, mw_fnfﬁg:;efli:wkr.ﬁmm Comun, next hereqfter men-

The Committee appointed to rt resolutions expressivé of the sentiments of
this Convention, on po::bject ofmmuonry, respectfully report the following

RESOLUTIONS. .
*  Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, the revelations which have
been made and -pnl;li,almdjof the secret obligations, rites, and ceremonies of the soci-

ety of freemasons, are true.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, founded upon the most thorough
investigation, not only of historical facts, but also of masonic tradition, the institution
of freemasonry originated in the city of London, in the early part of the last century.

Resolved, That, the oaths of freemasonry are neither legally, morally, nor religious-
ly obligatory.

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, an actual adherence by free-
masons to the principles contained in the obligations of the order, is inconsistent with
the higher and paramount duties which they owe to the state, and is a disqualifica-
tion for offices of public trust.

Resolved, That the organization aud principles of the society of freemasons, are
inconsistent with the genius of our republican institutions. ;

Resolved, That it is the right and duty of the people, to abate the evils of freema-
sonry, in the same manner as under our free institutions all other great moral and
political evils are abated ; by the exercise of the right of suffrage.

Resolved, That the political charaeter of freemasonry is established in the clearest
‘manser, by the direct testimony.of numerous freemasons of the highest respectabili-
ty, who have seceded from the institution, and by their publieation of @ masonic ap-
peal, made to the fraternity of Massachusetts by the master of the grand
of that state, in favour of a eandidate for governor of that state who was a freema-
_ son, in preference to the opposing candidate, who wes not & freemason ; and that
-such political character is in entire accordance with the letter and spirit of several
of the degrees of the order.

. Resolved, That the whole history of freemasonry, and that of the United States

for the last thirty-five years, and more especially for the last four years, demonstrate
.that the institution of freemasonry has mnderedy the press in the United States sub-
servientto its will ; that it is & plain principle of .politics, that no society of men
+ought to exist among us, which can directly or indirectly, abridge the freedom of
the press; and that when such abridgment does take fla.ce. there is no remedy for
the evil, but the appeal to the people, in the exercise of the elective franchise.



DEBATES AND DISCUSSIONS

UNITED STATES

.

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION,
HELD AT rmumr.rnn, SEPTEMBER 11, 1830.

'l'n Uxrrep Srares Axri-Masonie Convaxrron assembled in the city of Philadelphia, on
B thaelevmthdnyof&pumber 1830, and organized themselves in the District Court
Onmofmav‘vsmm of New. York, Jossen Rrrwes, Esq. of Pennaylvanis,
HITTLESEY, ew-York, Joszen e was
aalled o the chair, and Jomx CLARKE, of the city of Philadelphis, appointed appointed Secretary, pro

m’lgﬂ.
Secretary then proceeded to call the names of the delegates to the Convention from the
feveral states represented in that body, commencing with those from New~Yorl. Upon count-

ing them over, uupgnnddmls n-om Nuw-Y 15 from Massachusetts, 8
Connwﬂcm,gﬁm ‘ermont, 2 from D;hm?hm?meu-Jmm
lmeelnnn,&ﬁ-omOhw,lﬁuMnyhud,mﬁlﬁm

96, were present.
On motion of M. WrirTLESRY,

Re, That this convention be the intment of one President, four Vi
w‘wﬂ- be organized by =ppo Y ioe-

lh.Wummnl.hm that at an informal meeting ll:ia the delegntes, or a
m_jorpsnd'thcdelegns mvenuun,am Eu:l as
chairman, had been a ted,ﬁ:rlhapurpondnunmn m:able to fill the several
offices in this body. therefore, nominated FRANCIS GRANG. . of New-York,
a2 the President of the vention, The nomination &mﬂ,

Ma, GraNeexr made a few remarks omnplhnenla;yhﬁa gztyanll imy of
the convention, and admonitory of the propriet mlgmﬁ: byawol

dvtllhennonl.ndd.lgmty, wh:htheyw ofthewmum

would, at the same time, show Tuus,audhc. ve been confided the

dﬂmlmmoflheﬂmmmnm % g:ceeo‘.lngu tbate.hamewrtobe
uthnvmueofpnmomm. support in the chair, upon the kind

partiali whg“]xl“had dced him there, he should enter upon its duties, and discharge
lll}mlot{h;hbm ofp:’mlyyi Aswzr Pr ofumc::zn, R H
oszru RiTwe RR ;:.n orxrT Hanwa, or
mdSaw::’W.Dnﬂm,ol‘ erritory of were then nominated and elected
ice-Presidents of the convention ; and Jomx Crairxe, of Pennsylvania, and Nosie D.
Eﬂmm ofConnwueul.,aaSm
heemmmmhmn; organized, it was opened with a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Thacher,
one of its re.
OSmoLwn,ammmutteeofommambaﬁummhmumwmfmywudmthem
vention was appointed by the President. To this committee time to make their report, an
ldjomtwukphulﬂlﬁmra’dmkthn
At four o’clock, the convention re-assembled in the District Court Room. Samver. P. Lyaax,
of Mlmdmntu, and Narmasics B. BorLzav and ALexanpen PLuMuen, of Pennsylvenis, ad.
xw and took their seats. These acceszions made the whole number
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Mr. Prevrs, from the committee appointed to la the convention the subjects proper
for its consideration, reported certain ppom '{ﬂ.aﬂuahuhdmlmymupm
mwzwom:&m;mmmmwmmmmmm—[au Resolutions at
in ournal,

resoluuon,]n mungammtmmnponthoeﬂdmofthemxlhdthcdu-
closures in Bernard’s “ htnnM.uoﬂ mdndzgwd. But Me. Wazb, of
New-York, moved its reconsiderati uﬂ“amlnsubmtme!me ject of which was to limit
memqmnuoﬂlueouumuoe,wthad above those which may be known to any mem-
ber of the convention. Had.ldnot'rme.welhe utility of investigating the truth of the dis-

closuruonﬂte‘:dagreu emedlngm:fsmthmmmuaf:;rwhodh:dbem
alread a committee an ou free-masonry, as far as were
--‘hm.led L%Pl.gl?g and to certify u:xo;derMM hands, i

Ma. Pazvurs, o(‘Maanahmm, Me. Irwin and Mz. Toop, of Pennsylnnm, rather favored

m%nnlmoluhon. It was finall adopud.mdthemhsumwdnagnod
M=, S8ewarp, of New-York, nb}o{ted to the second resolution, as ﬂ
e g “"‘&"“""
t t ta t o who were not tes, tO seats in the convention,
lndludl.ooumros:::numn oughtwhethe object of the convention to avoid.- He
l.hwﬁl::ihuthadol egates sent here were competent to the duties assigned to them;
that yahoﬂdbegwdsdhlut:whghtoﬂ.hmrwn u:,m&horthmmwaklhatofothen,
mdthuno ived from the admission than into
this body. He moved the reconsideration of the resolution, and the motion was carried.
The resolution being now taken up, M. PaELrs said, that the resolution wasan instruction
mammtuge ply to consider the cyufndmlmngnmha.ndm:hporlonumwthe
veral gentlemen of high ¢ , who were not delegates, but whonughtnf-
ford material aid, were nenl.mﬂmmty Among them, there was ons from North Caro-
lina, He wasnota because there were not enough anti-masons in his state to elect
a He had no wish, oomm&lnw the convention, to vote, but to obtain information,
and nbackwsthhmwhghtup e flame of anti-masonry, in the great state of North

M&.Btwauwd that he was satisfied with the explanation of the chairman of the comumit-
tee,nnd.ml.hamotilﬂmuon,w hich he would submit, he would agree to the resolution. He
then modified it as it appears among the resolutions in the Journal, and it was adopted ac-

poudmg{;
. Ma, WarrrLeszy wished a reconsideration of the resolution, to inquire into the effects of
masonry in regard to religion. In relation to the evil tendency of free-m to the cause
of religion, the convention ought to have nothmg to do. That should be left to judica-
tories and conventions of a ar as was with evils to
and of a religious character. So fi masonry fraught with evils

morals, to government, and to man in_his social condition, as he believed it was, he was
fwhmmugmng it, and no farther. With these views, he moved the rejection of the re-
solution.

Two or three gentlemen made remarks in reply to Mr. Whlttleaey They considered the

subject of fres-masonry as im) t in its effects u rg}%im upon morals or government.
Itmxmpm to draw a meumbetwmthg;l.n love of country and of God, was
- the same. interests of religion and of the state were the same.

Fi , the resolution was recommitted,

Me. nu.lt. of New-York, moved that when the convention adjourned, they should adjoumn
1o the saloon of the Musical Fund Society. The committee informally appointed by a volun-
tary meeling of several members of the convention, previous to its organization, of which he
. was chajrman, had ascertained that the saloon be had for the use of the convention, for
Soodolhn,a.m!llmyhndengo.gedu ammd.*ﬁly HE HELD 1N HIs HANDS A LEASE OF THAT
ROOM FOR THE USE OF THIS CONVENTION. hﬂh with all the requisite accommodations for
the convention, could be obtained by ten o’clock onday It was capable of hold-
F mglmpemns. Thamnvenummeordmgly }omnedm%mdtme.

Sept. 13,
A.;m toldoymnwn the convention assembled at the Saloon of the Musical Fund
Souetywdmw& uoml&degamnppeuedudwokfhm' seats. The whole number now
amoun
" The committees appointed in conformity to the resolutions adopted on Saturday, were an-
REs. Do, Mo ths Gttt 15 whore the st Yok wn solrelropoviod st of vl
NNT, committee to w was re] aset of r ant
orders for the regulation of the mddebj:guoflhomanuon. The report was
without amendment.—[See the Journal.]
n motion of M. Srrona, a committee of three was appointed to recsive daily, the doings of
l.hammmnfmnl.ho&ueunel,md to see that they were correctly prepared for publi-
Mp. Inwin, of Pennsylvania, submitted the following resolution:
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to inquire and report concerning the effecy
of the ties and obligations of free-masonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States
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. Ma. Inwin, in submitting this resolution, said, that if the iInformation which he had received

mﬁcp@eﬂmmmﬂaﬂpﬁuywmﬁvomwmmmofmm

and partiality often to masters and commanders of vessels, who were members

of the fraternity. Thesuhjecuod‘mmmmdremm,mdofmu%,hdm ied the

attention of all our statesmen ; and this inquiry might result in facts, which would for thé
consideration of the national legislature.

The resolution was agreed to; and it was referred to & committee, of whom Mz. Inwix is

chairman.

Mz. Apams, of Massachusetts, presented a communication from Samuel G. Anderton, ad-
duw-edmthammﬁhn:zdwoll:i’act of which was to confirm, in the most solemn manner, the
truth of an affidavit which he some time ago gave, on the subject of the  horrid oaths and
obligations of masonry, and of certain enormities committed under their influence. Before the
leiter was read Mg. RuceLes moved its reference Lo a committee, to consider whether
it was a proper letter to be read. The reference was accordingly made ; and Mz. RueeLes sub-
sequently u::]:mted favourably to the reading, and, at a still later hour, in favour of putting the

. . 1 the

iJmaron [It was 80 ordered, and the letter will be found in the
Mz (!vnnmu submitted the &:llowin&renoluﬁon. which, after objections to its i
by Mz, Srape, Mu. Warxer, and Ma, M‘CuLLocH, was laid on the table for the nt.
MTMamimbeappointedwmsiderand the most ient time,
and manner, for ing nominations of candidates for offices of PRESIDERT and
i1ce PRESIDENT of the States.

Mz. MippLEsWaRTH, of Pennsylvania, suggested the convenience and propriety of the
glﬁomﬂ-ome_nchsuufl’tﬁngm‘{harinlhammﬁm Q.uea!immighume,zponw ich it
ﬁggﬂhﬁ;b@ddmmﬂnmwMtwmz : o ol

LLocH objected to arrangement, cousidering it improper, and calculas
ﬁﬁ'm: orovaie_gs. lhel i ; poned for the presen
instance k. Hopxins, ect was t

Ma. SweeT, of New-York, offered the following muon.
 Resolved, That a committee be raised to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances and situa-
tion of the family of Capt. William Morgan, and to report what measures, if any, should be

for their su
d. BrevENS, of Pennsylvanis, thought that this convention, as such, had nothing to do with
the family of Capt. Morgan. The abductionmdmurdero‘:'m'that' i did not constitute

the basis of anti-masonry. That was perhapsa providential circumstance in its favour. The
investigation and proceedings of the convention in regard to free- , should be coolly and
: y conducted. This resolution would be looked uponasmwndedminﬂamz the
ings and passions, mlhen.hmt.oa'.ﬁnpealtotheofjudgment; to excite the sympathies, rather
than open the of subject of masonry. .
. Mz Sweer said, he had not the resolution for the purpose of exciting the public feel-
ing, nor of adding to the excitement which already existed. He thought the inqu.'lrly, however,
due to the cause in which they were engaged, and to which Captain Morgan fell a_martyr.
His wife was of feeble constitution and needed support. Many gentlemen in New-York had
mwtedmit;mdhsthoughuhuthesuhjectwuwonhyoﬂhnwpddmtimofthewn-

ven
Hl.Rnn,ofNaw—Yorkénouﬁmtpemdn that the resolution was calculated to lead the
public mind astray. If the family of Captain Morgan had no more claim to our su . than
they had to our sympathies. Some states had given something to the relief of this dis-
ﬁmﬂy;otheulﬂ%ut;sndhemm&dtobeoﬁhoopmm, the object was one
worthy of the attention of the convention. .
Mg, M‘CuLroch, of New-Jersey, said that the object of the convention was to prevent future
miqﬁ&mtbeinﬂmofﬁwmwmymdmtwmedyﬂmwh He considered the
ution as Quixotic.
Ms. Barpow, of Massachusetts, observed, that individual cont.ributimnlbrthe:grmtnf
Captain Morgan's wife and fxmily, had been given to a considerable amount : they could and
o il be rescrted 1o ‘hunthwmn.iglbu_m wtmmymm.mmm o take up
Bl . L] ution wo not
M. 'WaLxzn, :?Mumchuaeus, thought it inexpedient to adopt such & resolution. Great
fympathy has justly been felt for the fate of this ledy’s husband, who had fallen & martyr in a
most glorious cause. His name had been immortalized. But it would be more proper for a
fature convention, still more national, to take up this subj Grreat burdens, a great sacrifice
of time and , had been and would be incurred by those who came to this convention.
hlnmd.wﬂulJ,L that the family would receive su In Massachusetts, some-
thing had been done. He had no fear of excitement ; but he hoped that the resolution would

not :
C of New-York, had made it his business to become acquainted with the family”
hi?;d'c'tgan. Heﬁwimd Lheirdhﬂeu:hehndwim%&auﬁde&om
them of all masonic aid. ‘The question was, whether this convention, as a body, would come
forward? He hoped, however, that the question would be waived for the present.
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The resolution was rejected. .

Mz, Tarron, of New-York, moved the following resolution: . y

Resols Thunemmnimbeuwimedmmkeinqmryuwdnmﬁ_umqfﬁs&w
on the public press, and whether it be expedient to adopt any measures, in relation thereto.

Mz, %:mn, of, Pennsylvania, called for the reasons which induced the gentleman from New-
York to offer this resolution. . s

Mz. Tarvon said, he could riot be expected to go largely into an explanation of his' own
resolution at this time ; but as an honourable gentleman had' requested it, he would expressa
few views upon the mf:jeet, although he was aware, that in touching the public press he should
touch a hornet’s nest.

It was my fortune, said M=. T. to reside near the place from which M was talcen,
and to learn the course pursued by the presses in that section of country, as as the course
which the public taken, upon dmageneml subject of free-masonry. And I dm bound
to say, foritisa that in l.hoaeegtiru Lhe.coum.r{wheralhayabeenpnmulul ac-

uainted, the press has been muzzled by free-masonry : donouaylt_malwug&&ed;g by
mmnﬁy&ﬂhinmmlmwitmmn Directly or indirectly, free-niasonry

contro press.

The o;ndumu of thTeh p?odng?l h;’:;pm have heenbf;pt um;e;ed an ui:ﬂuenea arising amth :.I;:
power o tronage. e fear tronage paral ‘the press. There
causes wh?:h han:f operatedtoa g:i.e‘;tpzxtent. The not actually condueted by ma-
sons, have been muzzled by frianvd:{y the influence of individuals bﬂlonglnﬁ to the institution ;
insomuch, that the facts in relation to Morgan's fate, have not, tothisday, had a general circu-
lation. 1know that to this very day, many people have, this same mﬂnawub]:eep kept
ignorant of all that has transpired in relation to this institution. I do not now say that it is in
our power to do any thing upon the subject, and therefore the resolution is couched in such
lnnﬁg'n as to leave it for the commiltee to report what ma{‘be expedient. But it is within
the knowledge and recollection of all or many, that papers have been muzyled, and their influ-

ence lyzed ; and it seems to me proper that this convention should do something ;
icn%wﬁmMum&%u«m committee appointed for laying out
business of the convention.

" Ma. Horxins, from New-York; said, that he was not now prepared to lay before the con-
vention, at length, the views which he should entertain upon this subject. But the oceasion

upon him now to uﬁy,tﬁa;inhhw more important or legitimate of con-
sideration could come before the conven , said the speaker, the question of the public
press in this country, is virtually the question of public liberty. .

‘Whoever will refer to the history of this nation for the past, may perceive that the conduct
of the periodical press in mhﬁnnwmxm,isaphmm; a case entirely new and pe-
culiar,  From the beginnirg of all our ections until this' moment, there has never beén
any othermofmwunsz:f{watymde' rable, that has not been resounded-in the pub-
lic papers from one end to er of this immense ire. Every accidental death, every
riot, or , and especially every murder, is up; and circulated with- eager dili-

ce. Take a recent example.

A profligate bankér from England runs away with the money of those who had trusted hirh,
and hides himself in a remote corner of the South. His injured ereditors follow and arvest him,
_mdh:‘ﬁhimtnl‘lew—?ork,whichiamenﬂlywrd' to legal form. But in his arrest he
is treated with all imaginable delicacy; he travels like a gent 5 arrived at New-¥ork, he is
lodged in a palace, caressed eind followed ; ig defended by the most erinent counsel ; becomesa
subject of public interest, and sets up on a great scale for a persecuted man. Every circum-
stance coneerning the base fugitive is resounded through the Union. All Amefies is in a fer-
ment because run-nw;y Englishman was unlawfully, though gently, and peaceably, carried
from (GGeorgia to New-York.

‘What was the casé of William Morgan? I need not repeat particulars. A free man—an

ithout any offence against our laws,—is "?iprimned first as a debtor, then
! , bereft of all possible aid from counsel or friends, snd
finally made to disappear from the face of this habitable globe. Many of us who were in dis-
tant of the state, cari recollect hearing some indistinct rumours of a man being taken
off. 4 remember hearing that some affidavits had been published in a si western paper. I
‘sought for information in New-York, but could find none; for some months, I could not learn
wh&:hadlhuken place. s
re, then, was a case where a man had by unlawful violence leen mysterioualy taken from
friends and family, and the light of d.az. who remained unaccounted for. Itis impossibls
to imagine a case of more deep and ing interest. Neither were the facts inaeceasible.
They were published at the west: copies of that publication were known to- be in the city of
New-York; and yet no paper in that city, or but one only, dared to allude to-the transaction,
and but one or two in other parts of the state. All other papers alike, as if actuated by ons
spirit, or controlled by one power, kept an obstinate, systematic, spell-bound silence.
mpeopleatlng;nt;agnoponfblememsmmeuthem If they heard some
rumoirs, could tliey know that there was ever such a man as William M 1 Had he thus
disappearei 7 Oh, 10 | it was only the ravings of some factious people at the West. And while &
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few reports and surnisss were cireulated, and then denied and riliculed, 1nd hooted down, tie
well establislied fiicts ebuldinnowaybelaidbﬂforetg:lgeo}in.

Neither wbuldthep&?ndenymemm. They would reither, it general, say that Morgan

or had ndt, béen talen away. [t was a system of silence, dead and mysterious, and mani=

festly producéd by some géneral and powerful cause.

In sayi ':hh,{mem-nmtbm roach ail our papers withi criminat connivance. Murly were
restrairied by a just fear of the , and felt that they had too much at stake. TW
have no cbjections to the publication of authentic facts, or might wish to publish. t
secret of free-masonry was them: they had reason to dread the consequences of
naming William Morgan, or his abduction or murder.

If any editor doubted whether a free citizen had been violently takten from among men, and
hidden wliere the light of day, and the hand of charity, and the consolations of friends ceuld
never réach him, why ndt (ieny the fact? Or why not demand’ information, or challenge

ihquiry 7
%g{,yr‘l}o! Unbml ;ummm'-ﬁnmemmdm_ ofﬁeo-nmwhnry, and m‘;ammof was
obeyed Very near [ in a coun iefe not e L every
fugitive %elguar. bul.yof every slo!en horse, is sounded r.!n'ou{ the Union,ulfzpapers preserved
an ominous silencs régarding the abduction, and torture, and murder of a man and a citizen!
I have alluded to the staté of the 'in general; and to those which are sitvated in the
and vicinity where Morgan vedd::hiriamsmmmdedbymnmﬁedinthaab-
ductioti.  Gro now to the presses urider the patronage of governments. Go to the state paper
of NewnYork ; a paper enjoying a legal modn;!nlywalunir.ed extent; and in .
g;thepulﬂic;a'paperﬂm&m'mm ving great confidence nmngm ieople, amd
mboundwﬁmmindegmeohmd:indhnpminﬁtyinﬂl;]hhing that
mu;likeolhcra,iumledwith-mtieesofuerymdviolm Maine to Arkansaw, the
uetion and murder of Morgan seem alone to be unknown to the Albany Argus.
Where then do the people of these United States stand? Let us open our eyes to view our
real condition ; and it is thiv: There is a power in this country ean imprison men and
take life without law. When it does so, the ldws are incompetent to punish, and the press too
much eénslaved to announce the fact. Against that we a to-the people : our noble
frierids irf the west of New-York began that WMH" nite discouragétents; Offioe,
and the magistracy were masonic, and were parties to the ontrage ;' the press would circulats
minfbrmamn;hwhgﬂ-gep' were announced, the doore' were closed agninst. them: there, as
was attémpted here in t
I had not intended to talte up the' time of the convention ; the subjeet cama sbruptly upon
me, and I could not forbear mentioning soms of the topics which my mmd.
The governiment of a secret and self-elected body of men is no more republi ,“mgh'
preserve the forms, than the povernment of the Manielukes of Egypt. It is rio more a real
government of the people than was the Roman Empire when in the name of the senate
‘peo%llc,wmimedbygnAummnNem,md.a i f what use is freedom ot
action when we are deceived as to the motives of action? what benefit are votes to us,
when we are kept in necessary ignorance of the facts which should govern thein 7

Do the people of this country at all réalize this wonderful fact—that great and flagrant
crimes have been committed, which cannot be published exeﬂn-byum ishing new preases 7
facts have never yet been published by the majority of thie papers inl the state of New-

York. Tn more distinit places not a word is said of the maitter, or only something to mislead
and betray. 'l'hm‘isupowefum-ﬁ‘uxvhich can steal, and imprison, and murder men;
which asserts the right to do so; Which defends the perpetrators from d commeon funid ;. which -
brings thern off’ from trial by triuntphant asquittals ; and which can then suppress all genaral
kmowledge of the facts, excépt where new presses are established.
Let these presses fall, establi ednmzahambunhgmmumiﬁm; let the masonie
then name the crime whi o

nﬁtbypemﬁaﬁun Lhalau?» ! >
am:.]:.is ject 1n their minds, and see where masonry may mot
strike, or what is the'limit to her power? With power over the press, she has the control of
character as well as of life. She may strike any member of this eonvention: by coricerter
caluininy: Shehuhomedohhiupowermwm&ebeanitinhnobhgam |
have 116 doubt but masonry has cried down
honest men, who never knew the cause. Thus life, fortune, and chardoter are held by the sul-
e of free: . Glo before the people, and you have no remedy except by fres presses.
at this mornent controls the sources of i over the far greater part of the
Union. * The Peopla-knwjm: what she permits them to know, .
. Why need 'wmmauhc'bqnyofthem-umwmwofm1 It
18 the goLe pall ~—MOST EMPHATICALLY it'is 80, . ) .
Whiy, then; stioult not all good men join us in this cause? Is it denied that the press is
shackled? Can impudence pretend that it is not thus shackled in fuvour of murder and
Jury?  Are not these éfforts of ours made to set it frée? “Does not m persist in
thnhmwmuf&n which no human sudacity can now deny to be truef
In the' 'ﬁm,mmmammmmmmmmrm
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mustyhopu,uir,thul.hemoluﬁmwﬂlmﬁ ) . ) .

Mr. Tzrry, from Connecticut, rosé, not to go into the eonsideration of this question gene-

rally,buluim‘lglnztnm.omum'ilhinhismhww as to the state of the press in

that of the country in which he resided. Said the speaker, there are eight newspapers

published in Hartford, where I live; and yet, it is impossible to procure the insertion of any

thing 'ngudin?mmamryfminmymof except in one recently established by the
one

anti-masons,

Mr. Whittlesey, of Middletown, lately renounced free ,and under circumstances
ﬁll!ﬁ-uﬂ.ntadto a deep im jon upon the public mind, for he was in the last stage of

I applied personally to the editor of one of our newspapers, to procure the insertion of
m?:;guuedmnmlf'bmhe eman, whom I thought a very candid, honourabl th
m to one tl whom ta i ourable man, the
ediwrofmmherpnw,butif‘:?unﬂinmin. I believe he would have been willing, person-
ally, to have had it inserted, but he dared not doit. He was so much under the influence of
muons,incomaqumnofd:eir tronage, that he seemed to consider it unsafe. This is the
case, universally, in the state of ticut. No anti-masonic intelligence can be inserted in
anwperbutm To be sure, when some fine stories were circulated about the a ce
of Morgan at Malta, and at Sm u,thnmmmcedlmmmwdﬁd,bmmuzu
In the state of Connecticut, which the vanity of its inhabitants sometimes calls the Athens of
Ammi%thm are hundreds and thousands of our citizens who know nothing upon this sub-
Jjeet. ey do not read the anti-masonic puﬁp—for they are told that it is a contemptible
thing, set up by some worthless person from New York: they are deterred from taking this,
and all the other presses are muzzled, completely muzzled.

I now content with making one er remark. If the newspapers of this country,
—which t to be free—if the papers of this country had pursued their course and been
really free, I venturs to say there would have been very little need of our assembling in con-
vention this day. No, Bir, the people would, ere now, have understood the subject mmpleteg,
and decided right ; for nothing more is necessary than to inform the people. The great diffi-
culty is, the want of disseminating information upon l.hsambi_mt. It does ap to that
the resolution which has been offered by the gentleman from New York, is an all-im-

rtant one. =

Po]\d.r. WairreLesey, of New York. This is a resolution of deep im ce, and one upon
which time may be spent profitably. What are the facts? William Morgan, a citizen of the
state of New York, a free man, is seized at mid-day in Batavia, transported by relays of
horses a distance of 150 miles, confined in a fortress of the United States, and, a few days
after, put to death! This was an outrage which necessarily required many ts; extensive
must have been the correspondence and concert, which carried into operation this high-handed
offence. It might have been su that the whole people have risen up indignant,
and demanded punishment for the perpetrators of such an outrage.
. It would be sup that the press, the public press, trumpet-tongued as it has ever been
in cases of crime of this description, would have lent its ul aid in the investigation ; that
it would have put forth, in animated language, its de and joined the public In requiring
at the hands of the perpetrators, vengeance and punishment, for the blood of their victim.

-In that whole section of country, populous and well informed as it is, and abounding in
presses, there was, for months, but a single press found that dared to the tale ; but one
‘single press dared to offer a word in relation to the fate of this unhappy man} When re-
qmweremdafartheingerﬁonofinfonqaﬁon,mmwhomde&ighwefeinsm' ly
refused. I know some facts in relation to this transaction, and I will mention one. In
village of Rochester, where I reside, an editor, a member of the society of friends, ventured to
my,thnhethgughtitnotquiuri&l,mmkeamn thus away and put him to death, and if
they had done it, as represented, there ought to be a legal investigation. "When this moderate
lrtlde;pé:umlmthis rint, & knight templar, a treasurer of Monroe encampment, or bearing
some hig oﬁe:,ed’ _mwﬁ ﬁhﬂ;ﬂm@muwtof Lh.gam}mdu':

r discontinued, stating to blisher. if he did not retract, more iz sul
p-:r}i”bmwmﬂdukuhememrﬁ Hetimnwenuonmyﬂamh and boasted that

mason,
he had shut the quaker’s head. ‘I grieve, for the honor of the that the editor did recant.
Another fact :—I was myself, at that time, the conductor of a ic paper, and ventured to

say, that the facts t to be given to the public. I was ivate the minister,
umfery mm‘m?mmg'mmg,mmmmam tlmm ;rb)yn Monrc;n:sen:
campment. He told me, as I valued my reputation, my living and character, not to meddle
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with that subjeet.. He-i&thcmmwmpuwuﬁ!.mymmm; and they had
in their hands, the means of my ruin.

Bir, there is not a fact in the whole course of this outrage, not a fact in the whole history of
Lher.runchwz:; ing, as this forced silence of the press, muzzled, shackled, and influ-
encad Lh:ha rnity. e&luti_il_tp baao,H;;dwe h“‘;‘_‘.h“mw
pressas jor express Vi t wm in no other wa unr
reach the public eye. muﬁ:ﬁlﬁ, tlm{ nineteen out oftwm_ﬂ,y,of!llthaanu—
masonic presses now in operation, have been constrained to give publicity to this matter,
or have been established expressly for the ;. of the old presses in New York and the
eastern states, not ten have even ctmﬁlﬂm their

Last winter the report ofa ic was made to the legialature of the state; an official
document nnﬁdedtohzghunﬁof'm ae i pr
of our public press in an towns cities of our stats, of in few if any.
There was mmdyapnzmmguwﬂkitywmtdmgmw,:itmbyy
high official authority, except the of an anti-masonic character. Ths of the
mwmmmmuum:ugwum law; where witnesses
answer after bei aw_‘or‘nl,wmdt_riumphed‘in l:;;emm-;vi'tl_wirolm.i.m'my;:.h;z.l:.imn-yhn
never been in the public pa except by those which are anti-masonic. Ought not
such facts to arouse our citizens? B%T;'nmmm‘befomdtomnhlhoﬁmm;md
when known, the facts alone would demonstrats the im| of this enquiry.

Mr. Topp, of Pennsylvania, said that he had not for the reasons in favour of this
rumluﬁonﬁm:zhmtﬂitytoit. Hehdmﬂ:uguhnpnheobjectwuembnmdin
the duties of committee. He was deci in woﬂhamqmmwm he con-
sidered a very important one. 'The first information that he bad received in ion to Morgan
was, that he was in Canada attending a bar ; then that he was at Sm wearing the turban,
mwmthmmungwmmwa-r’ﬁ&&emm;mdmt&uh
was on shipboard. This was the kind of mnformation which.we received, and all that we could
t. 'This circumstance more than any other induced him to take a stand. 'When he came to
earn the real truth, it was that which changed his opinion of masonry. He considered that
the rights and liberties of his fellow-citizens were in ; and he was for inquiring into the
state of the public with & view to the adoption of measures for their protestion.

He ifmbwmwwmphldynMumuoLMmmdiﬂduﬂwﬂdbe
taken away, one hundred and fifty miles, and then murdered, without a poasibility
of the public arri ummitwthnefwmepwmtqbeup;apdifdmayuqu
resolution

-]

which would reach this subject, he would give

Me. Rvoannmddnomm ings on this m::gaet. The king of France had fallen
8 victim to his efforta to the press. should i:he-rt
what kings had failed to do? A faction in New-York had tried to muzzle the press. This
;m_aamorﬁfyingefx wl"’annsy{nniahndaympﬂhizedwilhmmthemﬁm: and the ress-
ution ought to .

Mg. Puzirs rejnioel:l that the resolution had been thus introduced. He hoped it would be
agmdwm, without waiting for the committee, of which he was chairman, to bring forward the
EBu .

r. BorLeav, of Pe ia, said that he the sentiments the gen-
tleman who had by inie i ,bmhediawmamannerwhim iy
in shewing the a) ﬁ?ﬁmoﬂ' the convention. That manner was too light. It was too the-
atrienl;tmmm:{' the ice of the British parliament in applauding their speakers
crying hear, hear, hear! 1If we indulge in this clapping of our hands when we approv
we might begin to hiss what we disliked. . .

The Presipext reminded the gentleman, that this was not the question before the con-
vention.

Mg, Cooxz, of New-York, eaid it had been his fortune to be located within seven miles of the
lrxic alluded to ;. that there was a newspaper published in the village where he resi-
d lited by a royal arch mason, and another printed in the same county, also edited by a
royal arch mason. " It would be recollected that the abduction took place in the month of

, and al the man was carried within four rods of the place where he dept ;
thoughhmdu 1&mumyﬁdﬁﬁu%r&eﬁrﬂngm$fmumm.qu&
ppening at time to be postmaster, from all the t came office, wil
ﬁmexupdondummﬁommnﬁgﬁ;?}awm“gmmofﬁaemp It was not
known at Lewiston by the uninitiated, that he had passed through that till the Decem-

ber following. Thcedil.oroflhagper_ rinted at Lewiston visited the magazine, and did
then examine the interior walls of , 10 see if the martyr had left any marks, by
which it could be known that he had been confined in that bui

et ofinfo&nﬁonm%ucm?wi "The editor of the
a MASoN. e went to to enquire t got
Legeet pepac ves slon's sopsL ot mionn. Tt i o Mgk s et ot g
facts, These are not facts resting upon my own assertion, but are recorded.

As my friend on the tendeo!'l.hehomehnmt red, there has been a total de-
pnnmﬁunmeuugeaoprthhwumry,uitmrdu is question. 'We often, nay daily, ses
u chapter of accidents—that a stage has turned over, that a gentleman’s was :
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& lady injured—ithat a vessel hais been capaized and so many drowned. All thess things are
Arra for the public eye, but to what paper will you to find the facts in relation to
Morgan—or to ascertain whether there was ever such & man; or such a man
wug ever abducted, ltilmlywlhoupapuawhinhhnumup-‘:udlnmpho—
il.i%zzlhg:rumindebud. commenced, that a.channel opened

en the investigutions were it was ta was

whith- hcbmghthmndehnm;bmmhnhm'u obatructed,
and the affidavits could not reach the public eye. 'We have found, and still that nothing
mhnﬂm-mmammm-ﬁmp&wmm blic mind, by
communicating the facts. 'When this is done, every man is in mnyoﬂg::king—exup:
" thoss who may have submitted to the ing csremonies of free-masonry. Wherever you
extend a knowledge of the facts, it is- ient to producs conviction.

Mpg. Sewagp, of New-York, made several remarks, the minutes of which, it is perceived
with regret, have not Been preserved. He said that the abduction and murder of Morgan were
not the acts of a few misgtided men. It had been participated in, or approved by, at least
one hundred masons. Morgan had fallen’'s martyr to the liberty of the press, In relation to
theohtﬁguhnofmmnry,henidthumqmmwhﬁuom hundred thousand citi-
zens of the United States Had taken an oath which would prevent them from bei un;.ﬁn.l
jurors. 'When was there such a question to call forth the energies of a free press here
mdﬂqmanodimwhowwiddmmhnlhilhﬂh? Be it true or false, it ought te be

& known. .
Mg, Stevexs, of Pennsylvania, was not to occupy much of the time of the con-
vention, but he would take occasion now, to allude to the influence of mnsonic obligati
and masonic influence upon the press. It is known to some of the citizens of these Unite
Btates,—a portion, and a large portion of our freemen have heard it rumoured,—that there does
exist in their midst, an institution whose secrets are operating upon the welfare of the com-
thunity, in plotting those things which are not consistent with the liberty of these States.
Thm'i’rmmhaudelagaml a Ewuou of their citizens under the protection of
meet in solemn council, for the high purpose of investigating, whether, in this free land, there
do reslly exist secret treasons ;—whether, as they have been induced to believe, there do exist
secret combinations of men, wﬁouawmﬁmtiou,mpﬁud in their oaths, is inconsistent with
' ent and rational liberty. It was known that thess men thus delegated were to meet

the city of Philadelphia to make this important investigation. It isimportant to those who
l;uamd'-ﬂisimpoﬂammthemm‘rmmhpo{ﬁmn,v_homwmgumhm
an

know i
Look at the o] m preas—and I ask you, every man who hears me, what
tion of the cflthnitd&ahi’wknw that such & convention has. this day 1
Thaére is scarcely a man in the soath who knows it, for the papers have never mentioned it. [
will venture to affirm, that not one fourth part of the citizens of this intelligent city,—in which
this convention was to assemble,—not one fourth of the citivens of this place, even to the

nt m know that were to meet or that are now in sesaion.
%k atmmic papers iﬁhe city of Philade mnr-c.nd :yn.:: are printed and circu-
M;fwitisadtydmuﬂ%-:iem&pwmmd with ability, spirit and
wer ; and if there were not an i w:ﬁcnﬁng, i than human curiosity, and higher
is known to the laws of our land, they not given a knowledge of the
of such a convention being about o assemble, especinlly when puch mumal{ﬁ

aguinst table igh in power, And why isitso? at the dai of
uty,nndﬂmmﬂ%hﬂmﬂn&humn&ﬁauphﬁc&—lmﬂhoﬂ?mntbh

But, sir, F when, in & populous eity, embracing hundreds of thomsands of souls—when
didmchao::vk’uﬂtionmrmeat, toddibz:'m for a nation’s safety, thas the public journals,
mkinﬁltl: i dmdrmm&ﬁmﬁvaﬂnirpmhpmmdn,
and in public, whether they ave procseding right or 7 and if wrong di |L
attention of the community to them, and fix the gaze of the c upon them. With one
honourable exception—except in the gase of a paper i upon anti-masonic
themnmtone.o{vghevhof:of_lhuwmhymthmappunw that you exist ;—not
one that has the desire or curiosity to s¢e you, or a wish, that those is to enlighten,
should know whether this body are emtitled to respect and eredit, for theimportant disclosures
which they are about to make. But we profess to have in hand matter, whether true or false,
which, the public are entitled to know. And yet the papers wiich surround you are as silent
as

gmave.
These are facts, to show, that at least this discussion is not improper ; thet at least a dis-
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cussion of this kind is almost the only means of communicating the facts ing-an institu-
ﬁonvghiehwgaqm_ Ikmwu:ehuthel;b!iu on i
then, instead o facts, brand the efforts of an
sorrymny,lh.nf‘!?u-?g ice is not confined to members of the fraternity omm
m the westermr d@hﬂm@m@ﬂdmmm_w:w

not less di.uruguctﬁ:.l. If any thing is calculated to cast discredit upon the &l&umtg, not a
word of it is found in their pa I know the cause; the reasons have been given w
muzzle the press, "They are, ma.m are mndeﬁgnim the whole fraternity, for holding
principlea, which sanction the execution of William Morgan. But let the say whether
In fact they do not sanction such principles. Till the masomic fraterni we of the
act, and pronounce it unmasonic conduct ; till they inflict masonic puni t on the malefac-
tors, it is right that the imputation should be repeated befors the people. + And I that all
the people will hear, and, more and more hear, that L tragedy recited, till it awake

to examination, Iam unwilling to injure the feelings of masons in any part of the
country, but while they sanction that act, I wo:hlgSIm before them the ghost of that mur-
dered martyr, in his bloody garments, though it d sear their eye-balls.

The resolution was

gn mo:;’on of Ma. Wmﬂmbsel‘r, i e Nt i

Resolved, That a committee be appoi to report to this comvention what judicial evidence
R e i

t e mem e was
Tnl:: g:u;um&m adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow morning.
sday, Sepl. .

At nine o’clock this the convention re-assembled at the saloon of the Musical Fund
Society. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Goffe, of Massachusetts.

Mg. Cragx, of Vermont, from the committee to whom the resolution on the subject was
referred, reported that it was not expedient to admit other persons than members to take
seats in the convention for the purpose of participating in débate or voting; but that it was
ugdiant to admit them to seats as honorary members. At the suggestion of Mz, Stevexs,
of Pennsylvania, and other gentlemen, the report ‘was amended 80 as to permit all honorary
members to participate in deﬁ:le, ndnﬁonorary members from states not here represented, to
W%’:hw&? = Mr.D of Michigan, opposed the resol and urged th

i amendmen R.Dexrte ichigan, resolution, 'y
adoption of the orif’ml r‘:'port. Ms. T‘:'ut, of Conneeticut, expressed his sentiments in fa-
vour of allowing all honorary members to participate in debatg, but not to vote. Mr. Warxen,
of Massachusetts, insisted upon the prietyoradmitting the honerary members from states
not represented, to the privilege of voling. Mn. RueoLes, of Massachusetts, considered it
improper for the convention to take upon itself the power -of apwnﬁnﬁ" for the
states not re‘gruemed in it, and thought it wrong to admit honorary mem! at all. Mg,
Siape, of Vermont, was. opposed to the admission of honorary members from the states
represented in the convention. Mz. WanrTLesey, of New-York, said that this body had no
nqlla‘uo:ddtoordiminixhthenumberormmembem_ .

he resolution was then again amended 8o as to admit all honorary members merely to the
Privilege of participating in debate. . . .

Mg, Stxvexs said, that he should vote for the resolution as amended. ‘This convention had
come here without any ;?euﬁc powers ; and it was not without a precedent in the admission
of honorary members. The first anti-masdnic conventien in Pennsylvania had admitted an
eloquent and learned gentleman from New-York [Mr. Whitl.lua}:l] to'a seat, and had invited
him to participate in its debates and deliberations. This he had done to the great advantage
of the cause. Here was an illustrious precedent. In the course of hia observations, Mr. Srz-
¥Rus expressed the opinion that there was no danger, by the admission of honorary members,
of any mason attempting to take a seat among them. The fraternity consisted principally of
honourable men, taken apart from their masonic mysteries, ties, and obligations ; and he had
no aEgghgmion that any evil could result from the adoption of the resolution.

resolution was u.mordglg)agreed to.

Mg. LinoLeY, from North lina, was admitted as an honorary member.

Mg, PLiny hinuu, of Massachusetts, and Ma. CranvEs Stann, of New-York, appeared
and took their seats, making the whole number of the convention 105. )

‘Mg, WarrTLEsEY, of New-York, from the committee am&od to report a succinct and
lucid account of the abduction and murder of Captain Wi M , and of the conduct
and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and severally, :;rwem the conviction of
their more prominent fellow masons concerned in that abduction murder, submitted a de-
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- uihdrmﬂm.uchbnmhoﬁhe inquiry, which occupied about an hour in reading. [See it
Wi

a.mo¥ published re ]

en the reading of the report was gpncluded, Mz. Sewanb, of New-York, ross, and said,

that it was an exceedingly 'wndocumn’nt;nnduit'wuuldhnso:eﬁme-befomit

would be printed for the use of the mem and, as observed yesterday, the newspaper press

‘was m he:gldifmonthatit.l_n i onﬂleubhforofa_da. or}wo.beltpughtbemﬁd
3 an should out of it, it might be discussed. He

www'm%uhof&mm' S which the committes had exhibited in the

tion of the report.
Fm‘(!ool: of New-Y sddressed the chair in su of the report. [The importance
and variety mmmuwhm.%hﬂcmmwﬂmgtppubﬁm
his remarks from the im) notes they possess. In order to give time to receive his correc-
tions, from a distance of 500 miles, hig speech must necessarily be postponed, and will appear

at the end of the 1

Mz. Meanick, from Massachusetts, was in favour of the acceptance of the re; I consider
it, said he, an able mdu:.ixfmmug; ition of the whdamcﬁon,ﬁmcﬁngwﬁh
theoon:zmay,goingthm@with uction, and concluding with the efforts made to
- punish the actors in that iracy. The facts which are stated there Lbelieve to be true—
the evidence that the public have put in possession of, is sufficient to satisfy any reason-
able mind that they are so. The statements which have been made just now, by the gentleman
from New-York, (Mr. Cooke,) are entitled, in my judgment, to equal confidence. =The facts
have been submitted to the alembic of the commitice, and the subject has had ample justice
done it.

ltiurightandpmperththatuuﬁkuhmwhiehteminatedtheﬁfsofa&mw-dﬁmnhmﬂd

bewollundmwod’lﬁmawhole community ; that the transaction should be minutely detailed.
It has been done. is report should be spread before the community. It should be read and

I deem, sir, that when we have embodied these facts—that when this convention are satis-
fied that the facts in that report are true, they have dane all that is necessary upon that point.
Sir, the convention may then be batmowup:adthmingomgain into further details
this subject. Let us recollect that, unpardonable and intol as the abduction and death of
Morganuuimll they are not anti-masonry. ‘That event lies mot at the foundation of this
uestion. It was an event, in the course of Providence, which brought men to think and act.
nthepmgrmoﬂhinga‘ri;huembledmmyindividmn to cast from them the shackles of a
monstrous imposition. ey have cast them off; and in resolvi mdoao,theram'lﬁrind-
x of high moment involved, upon which this whole e are to act. Let us then
;| that transaction in the western part of the state of New-York, and act upon prinei
which are to give cohesion to the anti-masonic party—not cohesion merely, but triumph.

‘We are not assembled to try the malefactors of the state of New-York ; that matter belongs
~ to her tribunals ; and if, from the obstructions thrown in their way, they have been unable to
mlmm our efforts, however high or earnest, cannot produce the effect. has
been done in the way of discussion andreports heye, regarding the foul acts of the con-
lpan_mnofil'ew-York,whichtemﬁmmdhnhedemh of that martyr, A long, as well as sad
requiem has been chanted to his memory, Let it pass from this convention to the people, to be
kegru'fbylhemasthe&seeﬁl. .

, 1 have said all tl_wishodtomyi I wished merely to throw out an admonition, not to

lhemam in New-York as the of anti-masonry, or as developing its principles.
‘They are to be by an investigation of the character of the institution itself And
lh‘t:ﬂihlquesﬁnn not, in the west, along the borders of its lakes, there have been deeds dons
which should not be named except in the pit of darkness, yet it is for us, to travel far beyond
them—to enter at once upon the principles of our future action. 'We should regard the past, sir,
but as the origin of the efforts which we are now to make.

Mz. Marnarp, of New-York, moved tolay the report l:fon the table. He, too, complimented
the ability with which it was drawn up. e facts atated in it were, he was satisfied, all true ;
but it was desirable to aseertain whether they were all such as ought at present to be Inid before
the public. To give a littlo time for reflection, he was desirous that the report should be
laid upon the table: which was accordingly ordered. .

Mz. Warp, of New-York, from the committes appointed to ascertain when, where, and
for what free-masonry was first instituted ; where it has flourished most, and what
is the prol number of fraternity in each country where it exists, made a report.
[This will be found among the reports in this volume,] " This report was laid upon the

€

The convention adj to meet again at 4 o’clock, at which time they reassembled.

Mz. CunreNIUS, -New»"i'orﬁ‘ withdrew & resolution offered by him on a ing day,
relative to the nomination of' tes for President and Vice-President of the United States.

Mz, WarrTLEsEY, of New-York, renewed the resolution of Mr. Curtenius,

Mz. PrgLrs, of Massachusetts, said he was in favour of the resolution.” A strong feeling
segmed to exist on this subject. He hoped that a committee would be appointed to consider
this subject, and give the reasons for or against a nomination,

* Mg, Joxgs, of Pennsylvanin, said h:ﬁgodﬁaitm such resolution would pass. He be-
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lieved that at this time no such cormittes should be appointed. The tima had not yet come.
Qur southern and western brethren were not yet with us. 'We were not yet the representa-
tives of the majority of the States. The people had not instructed us, and did not expect us
tlg‘antonlhhmbjeet. ‘When the peoplse wanted a nomination, they would elect delegates for
is express purpose. :
Mn.S:w&n,ofNew-Ymk,niﬂhemmoflhmwho would be to have anti-
masonic candidates for the Presidency. "He should also be pleased to have such candidates
succeed ; but he likewise thought that prudence was necessary. He believed that it was not
expedient now to make the namination. The termination of the atats elections might alter ma-
terially the aspect of affaira. .

Mz. CurreNivs, of New-York, said he was in possession of one fact which was sufficient
to convince every mind,-that anti-masons should have candidates of their own at a proper
-time. He held in his hand a paper containing evidence relative to the election of a late can-
didate. ‘This evidence is from a mason living in the state of New-Hampehire, and it is this:
~—*That masons had come to a determination that no man but one who'had taken the higher
deﬁeuofmmn%ahouldmngninbehuidwtoﬂthnited States.” : .

. Mgz. Inwin, of Pennsylvania, offered an amendment, that there be an immediate nomina-
tion. This amendment was lost without debate. .

Mpz. STEvENS, of Pennsylvanis. 8ir, I think it my du mgivomgummwhylﬂunk

the resolution ought to prevail. I know that uj i ject & very deep interest 1s felt
mm«mmdpmlm;m Lbinkitaﬂ-xmpwmgﬂ:atmhquiryofg
kind be entered into.

In my humble opinion, if we now separate, without taking some means to express our views
mwﬁp:;ugoprvem;Mymunmmemmm It will give a blow
to the spirit mﬁ-num:z,mdammplothevholemme,vhichyouwﬂlqotmﬂ repair.

It is to many, and I aver, that, though I believe masonry to be injurious to the cause
ofreligion,itiubomademopmuwnhmorepeculhrformuponom&olidmlmaututnm-
and we have therefors a right to submit the subject to the people, their direction. I
w:_;fbutm“ythauheymfniﬁyoxpm ir sentiments, and that is, by the elective

If we take this course, I know it will be said that this is & political convention. This will
be the clamour of our opponents ; but I regard their clamour as I would regard the idle winds.
We are to be ed by what we believe to be the will of our constituents. We should
hkb?wunse_ a.ltllwgmﬁ“ andnotof&hosewhnf“mamyodinhmuh';ll&;gmn&' us. T

ow, is cottvention is not stri itical purposes yet, in my hum
m&mm&mwybywmmﬁmﬁ&?mmhmhyﬁduim%
except through the medium of the elections. If we come here for the purpose of discussing
and developing freemasonyy, without taking some effective measures to-enforce upon that in-
stitution %mﬂu of our examinations, we shall place ourselves in a situation, to merit the
contempt 2
Now, this resolution is simply to inquire, whether it is ient to to the nomina-
I.ion,&::.; and it was hn:dlyp!em this would bmatthemdmytmuhholdinﬂds
way. And I ask, how are you to disseminate anti-masonry, except through some such com-
mon medium ? I admit you ma; e:lmﬂiu!mdy—-maremotebrﬂhmmypmkug:my
newspaper occasionally, in which there may be some vague hints upon the subject ; but few,
very few, of all our citizens would know, for that such a uuﬁmhaabqenl’!m ta~
ted; for the press is muzzled; it is closed. But nominate a idate for President, and call
him the anti-masonic candidate, and it is a question which will interest every man, from north

Even those high dignitaries, kings, and princes, and royal companions, in this country, will
e B ey & ls Sk atrete e g

before the march of their opposers. e 3 ;
Our citizens at the kmowing that there are two great tial candidates before the
le, will enlist ves under the banners of one or the other of the two candidates.

t if you reject the resolution now before ’ shut out all inquiry as to the propriety of
a ncum{::ﬁonjoacttnll and the peopls of they?}uﬁimSum will nl;:lﬂg Anu-anm&u-
vention have vi I,dmm’m“ they have not the right to interfere with that nomination ;"

On the other hand, if the nomination be made, all the people who are not now anti-masons,
wmldnolongerhananyindmmmm::ﬁendthurdmﬁnn;fo;l.heymllupaunhu
cause of one or the other; their feelings will become warmed and interested on one or the
other side. But if at some future time you attempt to introduce anti-masonry, the opposite
party will say, that the feelings,of' the people are pre-engaged, and the progress of anti-ma-
sonry will stop till the next contest has gons by. In my estimation it is Important that a
committee should report the subject. . :
to the idea, that no nomination is to be mads, and that we are carrying on anti-
for the furtherance of a mere state contest, and that there is no_higher object here
or in any other part of the t, we have not only done nothing, but far worse than
nothing—for we shall hnl%muwdpwt_@mwmm' evil, but to punish
the sins of it in certain states, and upen certain individuals, .
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"All who embark in this cause, should consider.that free-masonry contains prineiplés which
unfit a:ymwﬁxlﬂﬂn-highmw,cfh government. On that principle we ghould act
throughout, I.am in favour of the resolution. iy

Mz, Horeer, of New-York, agreed that .at . proper time it would.be .necessary to have

candidates,

Mn. Dexrae, of Michigan, said that it was mtwq&,thia timeto-disenss the pro-
priety of a nomination; but mevely for that of appainting of a committee to jnquire into the
ex .

of Mz. Hoexmis, of New-Y. the repolution was po amended that.the com-
mittee should consist of one member from state and territory here represqnted.
‘T'he resolution, in that.shape, was then adopied.
_ Ma. Hopmixs, of New-Yark, to whom the subject was referred, made a-report on the true
nature of masonic paths and tions. . .
The roport was Jaid.on the table, and the convention adjourned to imeet at 9 o'clock to-

morrow ;
Wednesday, Igept. 15, 1830.
* The convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Mz. TrAcEER, from the committee on the subject, made a report -upon the nature and spirit
of anti- , the means resorted to by free-masons to suppress inquiry, &c., which, on
mol\t}nn,mordmdt&lia upm-lhe-tabl'z.u o ons of

®. OLivER, from the compmittes on jeot, made a report u o pretensions
free-masonry, and how far they are m&iom% : e ;

Mz. Sweer, of New-York, moved, the report be adopted; insupport of which he ad-

u..m —The under consideration clearly shows, that the ions of free-

i ideration : 8y tensions
maon.rytomli;'uit m'm; ne less, I shall uko-the.ﬁberty,wmvﬂlmaddiﬁow
nmuhupnnthelu’ﬁieetwwhinh it ; )

I did not rise with a view of occupying the attention of this convention any.considerable por-
tion of time, and rather than go beyond the limits within which prudence and should
confine the members of this body, I will only notice one of the many writers, who show how
the order can ¢ ensconce’ its head in the region bayond the clouds. * . .

Sarzu Towse says, in substance, ¢ that in every country where human have had their

idence, free-masonry has existed, and preserved the appropriate name of God, Jehavah,while the
uninitiated were sunk in heatheniam ; that the wise men of the East were -to the place
whmlaymin&mm,uwahem,bymmofmmnicﬁ' t; and that no period short
ofamtemnitimmllydhphykamwdbﬂudesmd bfari_nhes." 8ir, this is the
manner in which a most approved author expresses to the public his sentiments in rejation to
the origin and utility of the institution.

This theology, which is limited, like the ancient pnﬁm.-nli&ianx.toafaw of -the .noble and
hmodwhomaybeinidnudinwiumyawiﬁnndw ich carries none of its consolations toa

* majority of rational creatures, is reconimended by a host of those upon whom-the highest ho-
nours within the gift of the fraternity have been conferred. the most .prominent. of
this royal number, is the name of the late Honourable and Most Ex t Companion De Witt
Clinton, Geeneral Grand High Priest of the General Grand Chapter of the Upited States of
America, and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the state of New-Y ork, &c. &

Thiy:riw&vdmwmcy,whmh,whih it confers titles as numerous and high-sounding .as
those of the Celestidl Emperor of China, or the Grand Lama of Tibet, upon-the “ elect perfect
and sublime. princes of the royal secret,” calls free citizenato bow to the assumed supremacy of
its authority, is irreconcileable with the doctrine of equal rights, which we regard as the palla-
dium of our freedom. : 2
mBi;. what are th?:ﬁmu which oocur iﬂi;: chapl.erkofmyal arch masons 7 ll:;addir.ion-to

incongruities of the ceremonies, to'w! r gent mendm'mgourumnp ve referred,
there is another which serves to illustrate the ponE:: assumed hy the committee upon whose
i box, arhich maskioally i the 4k of tha troduced, the bigh
a is of covenant, is in! he i ot
ukuoutofitsbook,whinh,nﬁe!uﬁmquwmultmg withd:’ekjngmdpwibe,_hepomm
10 be the book of the law; and he then informs the companions that they here.rge that the
yadqisindabtodwﬁue-mngonry,tﬂd not to the church, as some of the stupid and profane have

for the of that sacred volume.
high , in the plenitade of his wi ahnnﬁm'dn!heumiom-thefunha
masonic information, that ark which contains hible, and  other ble articles and
jowals,m“dapuitedlﬁﬂﬂg:ulgo our three ancient grand masters for .the good of
masonry.” Si_r,uit;ﬁ-ﬂ:@e_ in this enlightened 19th csntury, intelligent men can be sinoere
in the-belisf, either that this is not an imposture, or that free-masonry conducts her votaries to
life eternal in the heavens?

‘What but the impression that . is paramount to the religion of our country, could
have influenced the Most Worshipful ty Grand Master and Grand Master, ?:Z} tem.,
of a western state, to declare, ““ That he.would not give masonry for a seat with Ga-

briel at the right hand of God’s Throne ! ! 7
It appears to-me, sir, that that insatiats curiosity which lost our first parents their . primeval
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present time the order falsely pretend to trace its nal diffusion the nations of the
carth. Horrible profenation ! gross imposture ! most contemptible !
Sw,wnutauhemﬂmgmdmmmdmmmpﬁomofﬁommqwdiﬁmm
and perfectibility, upon the same princi leﬂwtgwmijlhmkduthnahmdmﬁoﬂ
and idolatrous rites of Baal's false ts. ‘That the mysteries of ive free-

professes from
on the 34th June, in the year 1717. The President of Andover Semi-
nnrymreplytol.hc uffolk committee, says, “ that there are no traces of the history of free-
mmnthmeatobefmnﬂmmyofthea&mﬂmwkmhnw Had it

slightest allusion to fres-masonry. Jooephm,ﬂwlnamedhum:mﬂhekw:,u
respecting any such order. So are Tacitus and Herodotus. The Sacred ures make no
mention of it; and we pronounce its pretensions to antiquity and religion to be illuséry and

PNB?OH .
mwlnﬁthnmtyhaemdmﬂ 120 years, the Book of Constitutions, of w!
James Anderson, D. D. is the l.mlxm,pnhhdsed{nderthenmﬁqn of the mother of ite

ﬂ'nndoﬂiuﬂ,mpuw Architect, and undey
e Girand Master of the Enoch erected two pi MM@%WW
Nou.h,wpmurutmamdm te Masonry held a grand in the ark.
‘Were it not, eir, for our know oftheunholym:hcandhmndpam}uea which free-
mmboundwgother mdsgmuheworld,allt.hmtkblu traditions might pase,
exciting onl nmuleofdenmmm'afeehng without seriously alarming the patriot
to a sense wthare Thsml.hcm vahemof!.hewdar butthenpwt
of the oonmtue,i . Hoexixs, of New-York, was chairman,) on the invalidity of
masonic oaths, re :tunnmryw ong my remarks.
In conclusion, I venture to say, that w ver:mnjwuyoflhem lhnllh
eonvinced, as we are, that these oaths are not legally or morally the
which we have met here to abolish, will fail mtotlnlomqu Oapducbyddn

ofa resurrection.

. BoiLEAv, of Pennsylvania: I did not expect to say & word to-day. I confess I risa
lmdnrpeculmambmem,mtmlyﬁrmt of previous preparation, also because I

mmenl:ghtenedaud;mm,moar.ofwh I presume, are much better acquainted with
ﬁwsubjectunderdlmon, am myself; and I cannot flatter myself, ¥ shall ba
hl:toaxggutmym:aldmsonofthen\ﬂjm Butlfsalltldutytomysdﬂandtouthm
sent ma to avail myself of some publicly to ex my sentimen
ll.huhoenmoﬂ.ennxdtbmmanu rd;gmmwmlmn!.‘y ernd e y;.thumld,thlt
there is any e,howewrunge,whohunnotmm religion. It may be
eq

me:t:n !m thumnnmtﬁpmmtmmmnl And although superstition
are

418

rude, ignorant, the most learned and n-
not urel u:em from it. The Greek Romm,mﬂnmoat tened
periods of their , ymurkedm perstition. Ewen the polite, the
polished, the learned ns of A weré ch wn.h :tliythe apostle Paul.  He said,
whenhestoodmtha of Mars’ Hill, “ Ye men of thenn, ve that inallthl.ngsyo
ares 00 5Y; . Iﬁmnd an altar with this inseription, ¢ g Unxnown Gop.’”
‘When the light of the gospel t}wughouttheheuhenworld,thirdmuglhwgm}l
were ted in the dust. "But superstition,ina ﬁeu.mvedthenum,mdwll
mnm;marlm the nations d. America itself is not an ex-

their deawn swords. the foot of a stranger ap heunnuwlmhupngrea,
and his ears saluted with, *Procul—procul—este eep at a distance from this sa~
+red plgos, the ground is w,poﬂuuhnot?hunhsﬂowedm ‘We aye ptruck with awe,
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and foel & supersiiiions reverence for the place. But the day of delusion 1 trust is past.
weil is rent asunder ; Lhedmufmnmmm::{mopm.'Andwhn
behold ? A whited sepulchre, indeed !- filled with pollution, rofienness, end dead

8ir, I had the curiosity last i muénmﬂhhightmexhihitthemu
creating knights phrm My risible faculties were at first exci
ridiculous ceremonies ; but when I saw the altar, the Bible upon it, the coffin,
and thigh bones upon it, the blindfolded candidats kneeling it, taking the most
oath, and drinking wine out of the human skull, I shuddered at the view. :

8ir, I say the veil of the temple is now rent ; and the doors of what lheytgnﬁnelyull
ldy.ofblz: are thrown open wide. like him of old, has seized the Jachin and
ofSam_puo’m].hnwm uxplf:’.u,m:ltbl;mdm e bl g s sekned

n, in the in its t

hurt—it has ascended. His memory will. deserve a ni m
conspicuous than that of the patriots and heroes of the American revolution ; and his name
live in the recollection of every friend to liberty and religion, . |

“T¥ll Téme, like him of Gase, in his wrath, ' .
Piucking the pillars that the world, x
' In Nature’s ample ‘ru.im entombed,
And midnight, universal midnight reigns.”

Mr, President : When any man, or society of men, demand us the henlage
wespect and veneration, it behooves them to exhibit and substantiate their claims ;
- privilege, and our duty, to examine their pretensions before we accede to their demand. The
subject now under discussion, iy “The pretensions free-masons make upon which they found
" their claim to our high res undmnlidmﬁon,nndin&uiryinmfuuinmt‘ﬁnof I
claims,” Here masons avail themselves of that feabure of the i

alluded—vuperstition. They say their institution is of divine origin; that it came from hea- -
ven. If this claim be well founded, we are bound to respect and venerate it. I confess myself
an infidel on this gubject. 1 belim‘.g:at as fully that the images of Jupiter, or Diana, descend-
ed from heaven. I .acknowledge that they are not without uxbﬁwumpﬁu‘poof of their
institution coming from heaven. Baun,ﬂmgruta'gwma,pw ly formed a lodge in
heaven, and drew into it a considerable portion of the heavenly host. In that freason
was hatched. Thadedgnwas’formedtohwllhsﬂlmﬁl;yﬁomhl}bmaﬂwm
his government. But they could not conceal the design the all-seeing The traitors

A
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#Sguat like a toad—close at the ear of Eve,
Assaying, by his devilish art, to reach :
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge
Illusions as he list—phantasms and dreams.”

The wily serpent assailed her upon the only points, perhaps, she was assailable—her fancy,
her curiosily, :gm He dgc?yod herywpo!;aneformdenm “She saw that the tree
was good for food,” and that “ it was pleasant to the eye,” and a tree to be desired to make one
wise. Hoe informed her that he-had eaten of the fruit, and she could see the astonishing and
ba eﬁ'ecr.ithndm;lonhim; how he was elevated as to figure and in i
Her fancy was pleased, her curiosily was excited, and above all her
as gods, and to have more light. Bhe uously stretched fc
hour.” She plucked—she eat “the fruilo mﬂmm—wmmm death
o the 10 and all ourwoe.” She also gave to Adam “ thet foir enticing fruit.” FHe eat:—

¢ Earth felélt.he wo:;lt%‘:nd n:ts,um from her :{eat,
Sighi ro works, gave sigta of woa
'I'h:iu:i was lost.”

%
!
E

And what was the light they discovered? They. beheld that they ware naked. They had
lost their primitive innocence. They were disrobed of their righteousness. They had
lost the moral imageof their God. They had no lambskin aprons to cover-their naked-

ness. They were compelled to sew fig leaves together to cover their nakedness. The apron
is the first badge of masonry; and the entered apprentice is told it is the “ emblem of
eence” No—it was the fruit of guilf. And the mason, when he looks his apron, instead
of being proud, ought to feel humbled, and to recollgct that it is the of guilt, and calls
There is another presumptive progf of the origin of masonry—the very striking snalogy be-
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%
wmm«w@-ﬁ%mmmmmxammh
ucing men into their institution. mmrum- to human mind, exactly
suited to the various and dispositions of men of all conditions. .
To the y the giddy, and the vain, catch their fancy by the exhibitiona
they make of thei nndl.hen-ihw Their spangled aprona, ribbons, their
sashes, with colours as various as the rainbow, their mi i i
Tomgmwmhdgndmlm&thofhwmtdlmqmwnldgum

schools of scienceand of literature ; that there they will secrets in science no where
else to be found, and will receive important aid in their landable which can be obtained
from no other source. They tell ministers of the gospel, that in their will obtain
mfommm&hlymmtothedlﬂurgsof&awmm&mldn' will find
a key to the mysieries of the gospel. To the ambitious for political

that they will furnish them with a ladder by which they can ascend to t posts of

themmtum'qnga:ﬂedu - s” eminently charitable ; if reduced to
¥s will be assisted ; if they leave widows and te, they will
sup)

A stro is presented to unprincipled villains, ° If detected in their
mﬁdentlny‘upm_tho shield o(ﬁno-mumry%pmect them from t. '::g
means the institution enlists linder its banners all descripti character. And all may be
useful to them. They have found in their lodges, characters so abandoned as to execute a

in conformity to ancient usages and laws of their institution. What says one
of their celebrated orators, on this subject? “ Free-masonry, it is it comprises men
of;unk,wnﬂ:,'qﬁcc,mdldcu,inm,.mduqdmmmd m every place
where er

importance. it among other classes of the N
to the owmmwnmmmmmﬁsw,ﬂwqumuuﬂ.
efforts of others, 8o as to have the force of concert throughout the civilized world.”
‘With temptations so various, nets, smares, and gins, spread so wide, it is no marvel that such
numbers have been caught in their toils. And in fes, too many instances, have they been as
Mryger:sidm“‘l,wpmmﬁm ﬁ'ae-“. will not be willing to admit that speculative masonry
5 £ MAsSons not ing to i tive
m&mhangrdjng-wthsﬁewlhne%dh lukthﬂthcn,wul!,iht
origin. In examining Morgan’s illustration of it, Bernllﬂ'&Llﬁ
on Masonry, I cannot discern a single Yesture or lineament of divinity marked upon it. If
revelations made by them are not true, then no reliance can be put in human testimony—it has
been corroborated by hundreds, not to say thousands, of seceding masons; nay, more,
masons themselves have confirmed it'; they have repeated, agai lndaﬁ:m,thu was
guilty ofgjur, and that he deserved dynth. Cnmaqnsnfl.;,whu revealed was
oou}'dnnthegzuﬂgofpeaj . He did not swear that he would not tell or wri
an untruth—but that he w mtrn‘:glhumuofm Admitting, that
secrets of have been revealed : let us look at the first act of opening a
introducing a i * The is opened by prayer. Here let that some
since a grand master of a lodge boarded in the same house wi
me under the banners of free-masonry, and, besides other means, 1
organs of M,”hewokminw&u!udpmnnnduhiﬁwdwmtbﬁmﬂt
finery, whlm truly was t. Finally, he ascended the steps and took the
M&Hmmdmwtaﬁghmpmmmﬂ@wwﬁm_mhmiuﬁ
Lora.” Mr:v
ts.

i
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letters, * Holiness to the I was shocked at the profanity of this exhibition, I
';,mmammﬁ::dmhwd in his la mtanpmtem‘l:ndepmchodmhu

et a character, perhaps there are grand masters immoral, opens

with e;llupmthailﬂiu!yholyBeing-—ukhimfo:lh i uponthdrm
lmedpm his promise, “ That when two or three are mei logether in his name
will be in the midst of them, and bless them.” Agai they[gofmm“dedimethdrl t
God, and hold it to the holy order of St. John,” &ec. thznotthuimﬂubcmeaty
of heaven? Would it not be more appropriats to dedicate it to % Ba * or some other.
heathen deity? The very first step the candidate takes when he enters the lodge, he treads
under foot the positive laws of God, wha says,  Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
God in wain.® Christ says, “ Swear nol of all” He takes an unlawful oath—he forswears
himself; he puts his life in jeopardy for the most trifling cause, and he irreverently and insult-
ingly upon the Almighty to witness the presumptuous violation of his own lawa. Isit
Maqinuult—khnﬂmpppmg.ﬁwbkgphmﬁ,pouy,m;mmmmm
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thejr taremonies. The book of their revelalfons is before you and the world; and judge
. %{ponwhatnmndnﬁoatheybuﬂdtheirdajmmuhedhinitsuﬂhe&wmiwhm e
Again, they pretend that their institution is the “han to religion and a school of morality.™
Religion is a term.” They no doubt, however, mean to convey to us that it is the Chris~
tian religion. are various religions in our world. C! ewish, Mahomedan, and a
great many others unnecessary to enumerate. Hear what one of their lecturers says, in his
% Masonic Guide”—James Hardie. *The solemnity of our rites embraces all that pert of reli-
ion from which merality is derived, calls our attention to the Great Architect of the universe,
Creator of us all. In contemplating his wisdom, goodness, and power, the Makomeian
under one name, the Jew and Christien under another, can join in adoration, all agreeing in the
at essential and universal ﬁndpleofmﬁgiﬁ&wremgniuonandmhipofa ,nftho
E.E'e' in some minute mulia.rto ‘When the lodge is closed, each departs un-
tainted by the other, the Jew to his synagogue, the Mahometan to his mosque, and the Christian
to his church, as fully impressed as ever with the divine m_-?-in and rectitude of his own iwh,
from the principles o¥whmh he has never for one momeént deviated in thought, word, or deed.”
Free-masons have, indeed, copied after the plan of the graid impostor omet. To make
their institution palatable, they hale incorporated into their rites and cetemonies, Christian,
Jewish, Mahometan, andeixeu enrites; ms probably, if they had it in their power would also
te their rn.l:ﬂon by the sword. They may with as much truth tell the Mahometan,
, Jew, and the Pagan, that their institution is the handmaid of their religion, as the
isti But let us for a moment examine with what truth they can say, that the institution
of free-masoyry is the handmaid to the Christian religion, and that it is a school of morality.
Religion and morality are inseparably connected ; there can be no true religion without morality,
and all true genuine morality is bottomed on religion. The first cath they take when they
enter the lodge, :hﬂriohta both the laws of religion and morality. Christ says, “ Swear not
at all.” Every taken is in fact profane swearing, because it 1s unauthorized. It outrages
igion and morality as much as the oath which took ; it is not authorized, and not upon
a lawful occasion. y swear always to hail, and never to reveal any of the secrets they may
receive in a lodge; and that without any equivocalion, mental reservafion, or self-ev of
mind. Thus they surrender their right of private judgment, they chain their consciences;
that monitor, that sentinel of moral action, d in'them by the great Author of their being.
However their reason and their consciences may convince them that it may be a duty they owe
to thamaalveséot.hmr country, or their God, to reveal some of the secrets communicated to th
they cannot do it without brm.kingr:hair masonic and exposing themselves to the &
penalty incurred by it. The t step, therefore, take, they deviate from the path of
morality, and virtue, e subsequent step they take in acquiring & know
aof the sublime mysteries of masonry, they stray farther and farther from the road of rectitude.
By the repetition of profane oaths their consciences become seared ; they lose all sense of reli-
giqus and moral obligation, and are prepared fori:heconumsszqnofnmspeciuofm In
Bome cases Ihmswwwlgaepal!tbemretsoﬂhe:r brethren, murder eason not excepted ;
nay, further, they swear, in taking one of the degrees, thrice illustrious knights of the cross,
«That T will look his (that is, a brother kmight) enemies as my enemies, his friends as
my friends, and stand forth to mete out tender kindness or vengeance accordingly.” In taki
the same degree the candidate swears, “ Should he know a companion viclate any essential |
ot of this obligation, that he will use his most decided endeavours, by the blessing of God, to
auch person to the most strict and condign punishment, agreeably to the rules and
of our andient fraternity,” (that is, to plt him to a most cruel death, thrusta inhisle.ﬂ
side, as was thrust into the side of Christ,) “and this, by pointing him out to the-world as an
uoworthy vicious vagabond; by op) hinintmen;{ydmnginghiub\minqu;bymm-
ferring his character after him wherever he maygo;ugm him to the contempt of the
whole fraternity and the world during his whole nat ife”” Can we posaibly conceive any
thing more direct! nwwitheveryprinciploof;sfl.liﬁionandmmﬁty?
: many of their rites and ceremonies are awfully and anti-christian. In taking
t tamplar and Malta, after the idate has taken the oath on his knees;
ull

il

on the Holy Bible, he repeats the following obligation: *This pure wine I now
e upper part of a human ) in testimony of my belief in the mortality of the
immortality of the sgul, and may this libation appear as a witness againat me
€ ; and as the sins of the world were laid upon the head of the Saviour,
committed by the person whose skull this was, be heaped upon my head,
should I ever violate,” &c¢. This is called the sealed ion. The
te reads that part of the Secripture which relates to the election of
the of Judas Iscariot. He walks round the room with the human
a lighted candle in the other ; and these words are read, * So let
re men,” &e. ; in other paris of the ceremonics, these words are read, “ My
is sorrowful éven unto death. Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me.” Thus
sacred Scriptures are profaned and burl Int thed of knights of the holy
wm.mmmmdnm t of the altar, and the most excellent prelats
i dmm“gt:znm&:tp&d&m‘win?&?&th‘;z.yemylmw
support X talkes the oup, and says, ¢ Drink i to ratify the
. 90w that ye have made, and leamn to sustain one another,” v s “
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. Thus we perceivs that one of the mbst solemn and sacred ordinances of the Christian religion
uweﬂ, and burlesqued. A farcical representation is given of the most solemn
events recorded in the Sariptures. The reading of them in connection with ridiculous rites and
ceremonies, is calculated to destroy all veneration for the sacred volume. Thmow little
mora respect to the Bible than was shown to it dusing the reign of infidelity in ce, When
it was tied to the tail of an ass, driven through the streets of Paris, and burned. The most
fandamental doctrines of the Christian religion are rejected or ridiculed ; faith and repentance
ma;gluded;thanwmmmintemmionofChristmnotmmeéasataﬂn to
salvation ; on the contrary, the serrows of JAdam, the blood of JAbel, the righteousness of Seth,
and the covenant of Nbah, are aubstituted in their place. The mason is taught that he must
“ raise himselfby degress, until he reaches heaven; that his attachment to the statutes and rules
of the order in the end will make him deserving of entering into the celestial Jerusalem.” And
as a knight of the croas, he swears, *“ that he accepts of and for ever will consider the eross and
mark of this order as his only hope.” ; .
_ To obtain the requisitions nec.em&ato make a good mason, the candidate is thus ad-
dressed :—** Behold, my dear brother, what you must fight against, and destroy, before you
can come to the knowledge of the frue and sovereign happiness! Behold this monster
which you must conquer—a serpenf which we ddutuantdoft.hat is adored by theidiot and
the vulgar under the name of Religion.” .
Such are the teachings of the hand-maid of religion.
mer.Pruidmt: Imilﬂ.?&"hnpm&laethmn intelli thmmt?adit:lenﬁvdyﬂi;dm
obligations, from est to egree of masonry, without being convin
they cannot be strictly obeyed wi:houf‘iiozaﬁng the principlne?:}f morglity e relltons et
if mmt.ohaag,dlemm:awﬁlpwalﬁmhnmemd. If it be & school of morality,
thnirlelcherlh.nvezeanpmliulyunfmm I have been a long observer of the institution,
although I knew not its mysteries. I judged of it by the rule given by the great moral teacher,
e the tree by its fruits. . I never knew an inatance of a_vicious character being reformed b
ing a free-mason. But I have known many melancholy instances of young men of fine
morals, talents, and excellent education, after joining a } to become depraved, and
some of them dying a most miserable death. A man of highsi and character, belonginE;
and whaq still belongs, to the institution, told me that if & man was not a good man when
e Lh: lr.wo‘;]:.l llml. makehun::.ﬂ F:oma.w.reﬁ.l.} esr:minn:.iﬁn of thle iufh_lec {am
to sl t lodges are 8 o and schools elity ;
ey i ou,‘u_ of 8::‘1 &Wsﬂ, w%ltgh::;ot devise a plan beutittyér
to destroy all sense of moral and religious obligationa. ir midnight meeti eir
drinking and their revelling, inevitably lead to vitiate their manners andlﬁ;tleir-:p s No
mnnbeqomal.mlzl.gl.etely praved at once. Depravation js a ual work. The student of
the subléme mys of masonry is led on by the light of an ignds fufuus, step by step, until hé
is atheism,
F

| into the depth, of & if nat do; |3 L
mu mg-mnmdamnd mpec:m institution, on the ground of its being &
benevolent and charitable institution. | . ; ; s ;
I have looked in vain for the evidence on which this claim is founded. It appears to me
calculated, not to: widen and ezpand benevolent affections, but to confract and narrow them.
The charity and benevolence mcu]mmdol?vthe is fo embrace the whole human family,
83 is beantifully illystrated in the story of the Samaritan. The principles of masonry
tireumscribe it, principally, if not’ exclusively, to their own fraternity—and that, however
Wwarth thn,:'bm of their charity are. I know of few, if any instances, even within the
of &ni'r-m,innimﬁon,ofmx extraordinary acts of charity. I know of one instance at
8t, of a person who had many claims u the institution, who has received no aid from it.
A gentleman married & lady Jmnndemﬁ e property; he joined a lodge ; became dissipated,
ted his. busi !be,ca.meembemaaad,mor*ugad hmvﬁvfertyw_nl_:mdm-hedmd,
leaving .a widow with three helpless children. This benevolen! bmtherselzel_imﬁwld the
whole of the property, and the widow and her infant children were thrown destitute upon the

kY
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know also of an instance of a mason throwing out fulse signs of distress, hé imposed upan
brother, swindled him out of -all his property—and left him, and family, destitute. T
mw himu_-: zha.ttll:aw‘:?]flmt wrongabfmharouﬁ.ot’ncent; but for this viol
- The varigus false pretensions andtymﬂml_dﬂ_m of 7 have. been exfiosed in
several reporta jn this convention, - The institution seeks the ald of superstitio snd envetopes
lhelfinaguiuenfnmiquitymdizzmry. Then it pretends to y and- letters;
ald and. the transmutation of -meials, These pretensions are. too &bsurd, of too
evidently toneed refutation, ‘They exhibit on their calendar the names ofall the great mesa
ient of modem times,, Tubal- Cain for example. . Why not Cain the murderer?
ie says he was partially i cted in the art. Then they have Seth,

Mz, _
Noah, Solomon, Nebuchadnezzas, . Zerub members, 1 presume.- In mors
m;&-ﬁdmu,ﬂie;hintha muammmdmvm
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claim, also, many The
ﬁlsempmum;mdwhanmanmrﬁﬂ:q 'ves.
But we rejoice to ses that many are i the chain and coming from among them : and
‘we confidently trust that the time is a i i
1 will remain upon the lists of masonry.
every view I can take of the claims which speculative free-masonry has upon our
ra?dsndmmtion.lmumpwdwpmomulhammfwndodandfdu.
am, however, constrained in justice to say, and I do it with pleasure, that there are many
individuals within the pale of the institution, whose merits entitle them to our respeet and

esteem.
Mr. President: I feel the high responsibility under which we are as members of this
convention. mmﬂtdmmmmdmm .gamam-ammwmmmm'

to downﬁamlnm free-masonry, will deeply affect the future destinies of our country,
lnsmMm,uilmwda hua',mornl.l?andrehgim Thcqnutiﬂna' !hall“:c
mﬁnmmdamm,ﬁnd&mn ign foe, at the expenss of so treasure,
of agony, and of ?or we submit to a still more tyrannical and bloody despotism,
;pll-ungupinthenryboaomofmeounhy? No! I trust mot. ) ;

begging leave to premise,
mﬁﬁmmmmmmmmmm not have been
gy appes ‘ -
ver i of and it with known historical fasts and
uhiummviﬁ.‘gh-?mym’mmwm in almost every The
ohjﬁ:?éghlhninmw to ask gent ‘h\:'hnmm“thuimm i M
enough to turn their attention to thi from time to ti i iew te
bringing out the imposture more prominently still. o iy S i
' Several instances have been mentioned, and some now oceur to me, I claim no merit .
for the suggestion, ha received the hint from others. The amount of one is, that Saint
Jerome saw a masonic emblem upon the wall of Solomon’s temple.
Now it is known that 8t. Jerome flourished at the beginni

]

there was not one stone remaining upon the top of another,

The report mentions & text in the Revelations, ing the white stone, in which & new
name was written, as applicable, in point of time, to the ing of Solomon’s temple, which
was about the year three thousand ; thauﬁﬂmt upmuionm the stone with the
name written, was not uttered till about year four th and sixty or seventy ; mora
thmathouandm‘lnﬁar. : thebuildinﬁlgtheumpla.

* 1donot know this is a subject which hasattracted attention at all ; but the text is this:
“To him that overcometh, will I'give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him & whita

The masonic application of this text, is to a key-stone of an arch in king Solomon’s temple.
The vwdmnlsthamdmhdmmﬂmwdwthjupu,mﬂh Pprecious
stones worn upon the ; and not to = piece of marble suitable for the key-stone of an
arch. There is little _t,t}:uthopamgemhmhﬁamufau to a precious stone, upon
wlmhan.nma.u?_ is engraven, and put into a ring for the . “To him that over-
cometh, &c. will I give a white meaning of which is, [ will give him a signet to
m.;&nm;hmdmmmemwmm But this is applied, in masonic learning, to a key-
,'This is only 4o call the attention of gentlemen to the inconsistencies which abound through-

Whmlmhinwmh:ﬁwﬁ%ﬂmmuhhmwmﬁmmw
T am bold t0 say, for the honour of my country, that_ there is not a company

R
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American brick masons to be found, who, if they should attempt an imposition, would not be
:plbkﬂfbﬂildingup&mplnumhle i MMWMWMMI#@
ﬁ:‘l‘ucnnuid,'l.hnt two or three facts had been omitted, which he would take the

Eben{ewmte,uwthein ity of masonic history and the sacred writings.

Int arch mg:utpmpuuwnhmeukofﬂummt.m
had been deposited at the building of Solomon’s temple, from under ground, below the sanctum
sanctorum, ther with the boo oftheia.w,amltfe of manna, which was to be laid up
for & memori ,andt.hemdoanmT‘:hjehbuddod blossomed, in testimony of the com-
mission which God gave to Aaron, the high priest, in the wilderness. .
_%Miﬂmﬁpmhiuory,mﬂknd,mww words of divine revela-
tion. "W "?;lummﬁmshedthen e,itmstuedthnttheukofthemg:tmtw
brought in placed—where? Not in an arch under the sanctum sanctorum, in the
sanctum sanctorum itself, where the lamp was burning. It was said that in the ark there was
nothing but the two tablets of stone. Here there is an evident contradiction and interpolation.
It is declared that the rod of Aaron, and the pot of manna, were deposited inthe ark; but there
is not the least intimation in the seriptures, that they were ever deposited in the ark. We
have no account that any thing m:ﬁuwd in the ark, save the tables of stone which
m;en to o%"d.:l‘ i(oum&nu, i upon which were' engraven the ten commandments

We have, to be sure, an account that a pot was filled with manna, and laid up for a testi-
mony, but not that it wasput into the ark. 'We have also an account that the rod of Aaron,
to distinguish it from the rest of the rods of the Levites, budded and blossomed, and brought
forth fruit of almonds; and we know not that this rod was in existence, or that the pot of
manna was in the days of the Jewish temple. o . .

Here there is an evident contradiction, or incongruity. Masonic tradition runs in the face
and eyes of scripture history,.and one or the other of them must be false.

There are so inconsistencigs in the first thres that men of sense have
betn utterly ashamed of them. It was confessed by Dr. thnh;wuuhuned:}
introduce scri while i the three degrees, when any person
inlnlﬁmawu le to them aa,gydleve.ryhonkupnnwhichthel;aduﬁni&
tered thei nbhgaann. i adds one or two examplesa: one of which is, that cassia was found
E“ﬁn“um grave of Hiram Abiff, when he was buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum,
d[lhsndeometMﬂinh. But,nz:'lhclumaddwtcr,wuiadoumtgmw in the
imate of Jerusalem. In fact, it would be tadiousto enumerate all the absurdities and incon-

sistencies that have crept into the three degrees. He of many in his lectures, and
mﬁuhappauhtﬂmdwmabu?mdm wahig{ldagm
Here we have the testi of a man hlghnandmg,whohdukmmy?tgmu,
and been in’ great repute in fraternity. And with regard to the ty of free-
masonry, masons have been convinced that these prelensions are Dewitt.
Clinton was himself fully convinced 6f it, and 8o expressed himself in a address. He
disearded the idea and Vitruvius were masons. ideas were ax-
pressed in his add the Stephen Van Rensscloer, as grand master of the

resapat ion of .

grand lodge of the state of New-York; and he considers these circumatances as having done
ﬁt injury to the canse of masonry. He admits, that their pretensions to antiquity, and
all the learned and wise men of ancient times, as its members and patrons, is

m%r'}yinwm BN but I gi E
ere are many other facts which might be named, ve these as a specimen. Every
pemqwhowiﬂ;zinmmmﬁmoﬂhhmbjmﬁﬂﬁgdmmbhmyhfuﬂof
Mz. Reap said, while others have shown that masonic pretensions are inconsistent with
ancient history, ﬁﬂmm&metﬁmWWﬂuv&y
nature of the ease, and the facts set forth; for they could not have place at the

time of its origin. ; .
Pﬁnghmapﬁﬁﬁﬁammmm'mﬂhnvemmﬁmdwup
m,gm hdnghdrmdahﬁldrlmviﬂ:hlmahpmhh_mok,u
ariml as well as that fact ich relates to the slaying of Hiram the



I come to free-masonry i to the principles of the institution as laid down inall
thedmuaofﬁao-mumry, “ﬂndmwpmmmmmwinduﬁm
In the first degres, the man is tanght that, by the common gavel, operative masons
stones, and fit them for the builder's use; but as free and masons, they are taught to
use it for a more noble mg!glmpwpou—ﬁ»dlmg ir hearts and conaciences of all

vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitti ir minds, as living and lkively stones, for
t spiritual i t house, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Aing S coyak ek the grani,slock, peche o sublche mammn Kesgat o tho i, ke, Tho

sul IMASONS, t sun,

thrice ﬂlgﬁom ight of cross swears, “ by the honour and power of the mark of the
holy and illustrinus of the cross,” which he to heawen in his right hand, and in the
dread presence of the most and Almighty God, * that he will accept of, and for ever consider
the cross and mark of this his onl * rather than a dependence on the blessed Jesus,
ingepnringhlmfwtherighthmdof in heaven.

hese, then, are the pretensions of free-masonry, to make men better for time and eternity ;
but they are pretensions false and delusive. And I would ask the members of this convention,
whether, within their own observation, they have ever known men to be made better in this
life b{theirlmﬁonwthapﬁndpluofﬁu—mnmuy,wwhﬂhnrthayhnwknownmmn
we‘n ead thereby from the paths of iniquity to those of virtue? or what evidence have we,
that any man has been inthamhopoofahhmdimmhwbeymd the grave,
through the influence of this institution ? :

Masonry, in all its religious pretensions, is an imposture. 3

Hﬁmpﬁon,mdmmum
the firet place I would remark, that in most of the of there are oaths;
::ﬁmﬂmt imwpmnl by those oaths is usually that of Bat it is said that no one is sworn
ty- L
In answer to this objection, lmﬁnhma.ﬂmthaugm.mn free-masonry is like
the organization of any other constitution is first adopted, then laws are passed,
with penalties affixed, according to the nature of thess laws ; and at a subsequent period officers
are appointed to inflict thoss penalties. If in the lower obligations es are
hpmd,tmt:h:::haammmmomﬂm:ommw:?umlmo tht:ﬂlﬂ
nt; for it is t in g m is
S, s Ly s R o e dehe o oy

but on all those bannyzhemofthatdeﬁ:ee. But T would farther remark, that sub-
séjuent to the of this government, laws were teads to bind viduale. They
have power to thapmlﬁuvg‘;uh ich they have afixed to the Inwa. making of

heive covered them in the: and shisidéd thein from the. just . of the
Mmmﬂm&y mlr i guilty of the lbdw»no}hwmmh?ﬁm&o
speaker was interrupted. .
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said he, that the institution of free-masonry claims an internal power the nature
of its own i ;m;h,mmmhgmnmdeehrdmhmh It has beeh fre-
quently said that can never be revealed.

»

The qaestion now is, how does this declaration comport with facts? It has come to pass,
in the fore of the mineteenth and in this western world, in the western part of the
state of v- Y ork, that that claim éu-unmryhsbunbmkmm Though it was
claimel this fortress was i yet it has come to pass that one man has broken
down the-barrier ; William Morgan has the secrets of free-masonry, and they are
Is their claim, then, in this particnlar 1 No. The world have the secret; old
and yousg, rich and poor, may read and what it is, and whether it js good or bed.
nlian,thmmmdahnunotmpgmdbym .

I rise t6 introduce a single incongruity in the cjaims of free-masonry. It hasever bean claimed,
that the ancient lan of free-masonry could not be done away or changed. The ancient
landmarks of masonry, as mu]hd,mnotmﬂin‘mylmghua,ﬂ ip, or word ;
but they are all the establi digna, rites, and coremonies of the three in ma-

the time of ing the le of Solomon. Boitso; the chart or carpet of the masters
or

the
naid of religion.” 'We all kmow, Mr. Presiden
ligionm:"ith ; F(hnti! valuable in this hife, ahd with
tonnected with that which is to coms. 'We ¥now what 4 vast propartion of the
our country aré religious, and with what favour they regard every thing, which comes to them
tlothed with such high pretensions. It is the strength of such ions, emblazoned
upon its front, that masonry has drawn within its embrace great numbers of the ministers of
un,&aluhmg“mthem gm@uﬁuﬁfmummmmofmwm“wed
em un i :

To sustain the ions of masonry, to be the handmaid of religion, it is called a charit-

thle énstitution. It is not merely assertod that masons are chari charity .c
tutes & leading feature of their institution. And what is charity 7 Its essential principle
isan enlarged and expansive benevolence—good-will to man—man in the largest and most ex-
lensive sense. Every human being it regards as a brother, no matter what be his colour
or condition or character ; and no matter to what association he may belong, or by what name
he may be called. He is a human being, bound to every other human being by the tiea of a
ommon origin, and acommon destiny. itmmmphuhhnnmmtvhhwﬂulmg
lhefumofthmﬁu;lnd.mm;hnd ofihmdivﬁﬁty,it;rpeuwideiuum
and fliey to the relief of his i t “ does good anc “for nothing agoin ;
R i
on on , .
j'tyofmnmry Sir,hhthechl&tyofnlﬁuhm—leh:;?whwh
ins and ends with the fraternity—a. fratarnity, from which are ica uded all
are most likely to become the subjects of its bounty.* Is the noble principle of Christian
tharity cherisfied by an institation glmwiu%mﬁu such an_exclusive direction 7
sssociation: deserve the mame of ehor which gives to the ties of an artificial-

ho&uhoodmmsumi&hmmmbyﬂnh e Father of all has hound together
greg;m sorry fiils in its pretensions to be the handmaid of religion in a yet more important
particular. ?Lamont feature of the Christian religion is a spirit of forgiveness ;
the spirit which most of all distinguished the lifs and doetrines of its divine Author. And in

Hardjs’s Monitor, & standard masonic ing of the qualifications for membership, says-—=
“iuhhmmmxk&m‘ iom, aad of good morals, are met fit to be
!‘ﬂh‘dﬁiﬂm They t, previous to their for admission, to their
Dome, h-_’mmdlhnitmi-,mmqm nqnn'u,,monlybwhq:n

wwmmmw.wmm its ancient respectability
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what of is this spirit to be found ? Where is it intulcated ? Where 50 much a3
mnil,‘:‘dedm'l ie handmaid of the religion of Jesus Christ, and yet a stranger to forgive-
ness! But it is not merely a stranger to forgivensss; :t.chemhu,:tmmthem
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whose sanctions are wrillen in and, whatever else may belong
becomes a leading feature in ita character; and it requires no extra-
of the nature of the human mind, to perceive how eminently fitted to
irit, is the secrecy and the mystery of the masonic institution. .

of the theory of masonry, is strikingly so as to ita To
alinnmrpauingn.llnﬂ’wuim,uwphutha flender utterly
Masonry containe no provision for s reatoration to favour.
er, there 18 no man who has decidedly opposed masonry, who has not seen
of this fundamental principle of the institution.

character of any other institution us thus marked? Do we, for example,
t of masonry exhibited towards seceders any of our churches 7 They do, in-

the obj of di But does this di assume the charaeter of
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nary feeling of displeasure at supposed wrong ; a feeling which, even in its excesses, exhibits
traces of its virtuous origin. githﬁnﬂmﬁwiniqvayﬂnu;andwﬂdmmbe
-?&d‘pth the spirit «myonheuue%uh "“tionof"mmm probably, fe

ur, s . & have all seen it ; are, W Iem-
bers of this convention who have not felt it, in its effects upon them, personally. ’ﬁo_wmy
have seen their warmest frionds suddenly and alienated from them, withholding even
the interchange of ordinary civilities, because they have, in the honest sincerity of their so
and in the exercise of their rights as citizens of a free government, dared to inv
exposs, and condemn the institution of free-masonry. There are, to the honour of human
nnmheitapknﬁ‘myuupﬁomwmumrhmng;hmwhamnomhmlmbeﬂ
of the fraternity. They are men upon whose minds masonry has made but a comparatively
slight impression. But it is neverthelesa true that its vindictive spirit has experienced a living
ﬂhmﬁm_inmnumhnwhnh&ubeemmdeﬂynmdiniumrﬂuiﬂ,mdwhqm
high standing in the institution gives assurance that they

uine spirit.
%gmhuim&m&nh@dddaﬁewﬁbyiummh,mehmdmmd
hrdnﬁmﬂthe?rinuuﬂ’hﬂu? .

Ma. RueeLrs, of Massachusetts, concluded the debate. He said that he was sorry to differ

ea
with some of his friends on one point. He had been convinced that masonry was charita-
ble, for “ it covered m multitude of sins.” He had no objection that the brotherhood should
exercise ini ommemdmmmmeydidmt interfere with the rights and liber-
ties of others. He was unwilling to it to a right claimed by them to control the courts
and the legislative and executive branches of the t. Let them legislate for them-
ga!;‘a;bmmtﬁ:rm. Let them drink out of each other’s skulls, but not out of ours.
report was ;
Ressost, That s comiiae o an o ac st eritory heve reprsoeted;be sppeintd
t a committes of one ? state i appoi
to make a concise report on the progress of anti thm:gliom&oﬂnimﬁmu
The report of Mz. Horames upon the obligation of masonic caths was taken up, and on

adopt the same,
Mz. Warxes, of Massachusetts, said, that he was as anxions to forward the business of
the convention as any other member, but it had appeared to him, that the subject of masonic
oaths was the most important subject that could be cousidered by this convention ; and that
wsnp@t,hd'mnmbunﬁe:ponmmm of anti-masonry. What we do
S 1 o, i kel e e sy we o, i, Mar . i b
ject in . . ; .
It sooms that these oaths are neither morally, legnlly, or religi binding ; this is A con-
iderati ; 'of’&.i.up’;niamt’:m“hfmmum
most_effectual measure that we can passibly take to
deatroy the institution ; for if we can destroy. these oaths, the institution falls to the ground as

8
;
3
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once. If the charm can once be broken—if it can be satisfhctorily shown and proven that
.I:mouhl lnmhndin&honutmmddmmmgmmnmwtmddmtbm-
tution,
that infinite ma mmmhakllodnmnt:m

aviay boliaf thas sees outle oo ﬁ."‘ o o e the ot st
fwmmmrmmmatmmmmthnduﬁe have no

or religious force, the institution is destroyed. And this groeat for which we have
here assembled. 'We have not assembled here to conjure up the ghost of Mmmwtoavmgv
hmbhod,butmcxpmewpuhlnmwthem&umwbmhlhcmmmumof
upunpubhc']uatwelnourwumufhwandhnlhdleguhm mdtouhowt.hatthmoﬂhl

. It appears to thanhmmglitmhooneonhomwpmn-
unt subject.s this convention—that its pwumn to be deeply
Wahununembledhanmpruoumnmr@ to break ml.hilmbmuion
against society ; and in no way can we do it so -a8 by destroying these obligations.
Theugumenumumodmthempm-tmmduumd The law takes no notice of
mmuhmmudmmmtdjm Nw,lhegmn is,-that these
seceders are not to be believed, that they are perjured wretches. thoymnotyeanul

villains or wretches. To say aou:,‘grmmimaftmn. They have broken their' masonic
nhI:Enumu,butﬁwymnotguﬂty perjury. We cannot raise too loud a voice with
ese facts ; it will prevent the error from spread !i.‘in It is a masonic manceuvre, and ought
to be treated as such ; wo ought to dwell upon it. o&pmummthmoubum:hem
foundation of anti-masonry ; it is what I understand to trmmn-mnm I know the
gﬁrﬂommmuuumumguuthM many su
mbledmwamu&ammtybyampzmhuwof ’s
tion. That was indeed a horrible affair, an infamous transaction, and it seems as
be hardly enough said upon ﬂumbpct butvhanmpamdmththaumthu,uuo(‘noeoo-
sequence, ex. tochowi.lm do consider these oaths binding ; that they thought it
mw l.hnhﬁd‘nﬁllowmul todmoyamﬁremmumgmmme,bm
ng the truth, :
There is another mehruk the impression that masonic oaths are binding,
masons will not feel ml.hul?;ahainmtaofjuﬁe& . )
Now, a ro; nmhmfed- tooxu-imahi-mpmon,wlmhunghlw ;
and if t into a court of justice to swear against a royal arch mason, he cannot, if
feels his homtoha to}mmntty ba&nlldh‘gyunmm
of the community. But)flumoni were imposed
wmdo vhol]ymhwm,ﬁmwﬁcgmtmmm obligatory, he is pre-
to
Two of anti-masonry are to courts of justios, and to emancipate the
ﬁmwm“mwﬂmwd m&emﬂmo;'l:nm&mth;
mmd welling ; what is past, we ought to go forward to the great princi thess
oalhsmuwmg‘glblm This is what we t to dwell upon at all times; honest
gnenvnllthenduurt fraternity ; the enemy only mm,wmmtheuhwmthaflﬂ-

mmmmdommﬁhdanumhnpoﬁ,wh«eﬂambud'mmm

United Smﬂnuudnl% striking out that number, and inserting 100,000, which
is the number mentioned un'lmpurt. On this motion, .

Mn.Wau,uchn.u-mmu committee who mderheroponupanthgongnofﬁe?-mn-

the truth.
Inawork blished by the fraternity. he found the n of lodges enumerated from one
hﬁvehund:&?md tin the state of New-York. “mylnmu I

number in the Union.
In1815areguhrmurawmnde.mwhuhlhe'hnlonnmbuoﬁodgu was estimated at

losa than 1500. And as far as in free- said the speaker, I am of .

‘hopmmlhnlf&mmhu thees are y not more than 500

of mem ma axmd-morw,thcbuml

generally it conveni n and make a new In addition to the conve-
o riroedis to be atyled Most Worshipfd, that there is 1o doubt
they improve their pri thaﬁ:lloxunb—mtheoonnny eertunlydolo. And
enture my opinion, that lodgul.lndugbom muy,lhﬂ furnish more
hmaemlmmheu. There are to be seen, in all parts of the country, some who
mmwmmmmmmtm il.;toﬁrtl.?:yh
ere
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amber for each lodge and chapler to about. 50, making an aggrogate of 100,000 members. ¥
mmmlmm@pﬁﬂlﬁmenia;m ditional information to be thrown out,
glad to hear it. But we are not to take the estimate of our enemies upon this sub-

F'shall be
who boast of an institution coeval with Adam and Solomon.
ow the grand chapter pretends to come from thedays of Zerubabbel, and from Moses even,

when it is ascertained that it originated in 1747, and not before. Previous to that period the

al arch dnapter had not a name, found even upon the books of the order. .
N{Ve have paid sufficient attention to the antiquity of the institution ; and their pretensions
utonmnbers,mpmbabznaﬁbo,asqumghpwntobeinmlnliqntotheanﬁquityoﬂhe
institution, or its claim to l.hehmd.mmdofn:.:fwn. E

Mn. Moesk, of New-Jersey, said, that he had travelled exl.emive.lﬁ:ndbeen acquainted
,withlodguinthirmnsmeaoflheunion.mdhamquiumthn . 'Ward’s calculation
was even beyond the fact. Fe had never known a body of masons to keep together over one
ortwoyem;thgywoulddis{nu.inorderwhold ces, and he had considered their claim,
S Ma. P “"ommm"xa,”mm that considerable pains had been taken in Provid emoey
. Mn. Pamne t consi t n
Rhode Ialn.nd:to riain the number belonging to the fraternity. Masons had estima
their number at 5 or ;bu:feuponinv igation, they had been unable to make out more than
250. Hbe thought the ble number in the state was about 1000, and as the state contained
something near 100,000 inhabitants, these facts would go to confirm the accuracy of the esti-
mntefivenintherepoﬂ;utlmwempmbuhlyumtapwpmﬁonofmminnhoda

Island as in any other part of the country.

Mz. Prevrs, of Massachusetts, remarked, that when the ugmry commenced a year ago,
they were Loldkrnamns, that the number of the fréternity in was 6000. Boston con-
tains little less 62,000 inhabitants.

_ The whites, he sai hadﬁvelodga,twochup- ters, and one encampment ; and there was one
lodge, one chapter, and one encampment of blacks. The number of blacks in the city he esti-
at 300, : :

ma .

Mouch pains had been taken by the suburb and city investigati oanmm.eea,mmrn% of
mhunm:nd twelveperwgz; they had been at{rorl: ﬁ:ra}flgﬁornine months, and
taken a great deal of pains to investi the subject effectually; and instead of 6000, they
Kad been able to find out, so far, but about 800. He was pretty well satisfied, by the efforts
already made, that they would never be able to find masons enough to encrease the number
gbove B0O ; and from the relative proportions of inhabitarfts and masons, in the city of Bos-
ton and town of Providence, he believed the estimate of the report to be a full and ample
éstimate.

The amendment prevailed, and thus amended the report was adopted. .
,The::gortofM:.Wann,ﬁmmewmﬁueewmquim and report where free-masonry

iginated, &c. &c. being called up for consideration,

. Sewarp moved to amend the report, by striking out the words “ Satan’s ;"
used in application to the masonic institution, and by inserting, in lieu,thareof,t.hezw:ma
hallowed temple.” On this motion,

Mg. Waap, chairman of the committee who made the report, remarked, that the phrase
occurred only in the conclusion or summing ?mdlhﬂitmaeﬁptuml. n deference to the
feelings, or_rather j t of gentlemen of the convention, he would not insist upon the
E:n ty of retaining the words as originally expressed ; towards the members of the fraternity
‘he cherished no unkind feelings ; to them he would not apply harsh terms ; but as it regarded
the institution itself, he must confess that no language could adequately express the abhorrence
in ﬁi:cﬁha heliii;. - : i

OLLY sai t was a term applicable to a place of worship. He
wnothing_wom&mm thismwuﬁm]v)almﬁuedw ive offence to a.%yman. He
would not appropriate to free-masons a temple in by which offence might be given to
ﬁydmﬁd‘ community. For these reasons, he d prefer that the phraseclogy should

Mg BorLeav hoped the amendment would il; he could readily conceive that no lan-
mwuadagw‘to ray the feelings.of seceding masons ; but'if he had learnéd any

by experience, it was, that under all similsr circumstances, it i the bést and most effectual
k- wmenmmmled,mdﬂm rt th ded was adopted. .
am t : report thus amended was adop 2

R.Pngz.rq',.ﬁ‘m?:lmtheummﬁuee appointed tomnadm-theprgw" r businéss to be submitted
" Rexlocd, Thal & commitiosof e be sppoinied to eport wpon th elfects of e masonry
. Resolped, a committes of five inted to re, 1 ; '
on the Christian religion. post . ooy
. The convention adjourned tq four o’clock. At four they re-assembled. . - . v
. A resolution reported by M. RucoLrs, authorising ‘the commiftee of financa to obtain
subscriptions to defray the expenses of the convention, was adopt : :

On motion of Mz. GrEEN, 2 committee was appointed to consider and report al what time
the convention mgyomugemiwbusinm,mdadoum sine die, ; ; :

E. AnusTRONG, of New-York, from the committee of seceding’ minsonis, made & detafled

¥
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repart, giving & summary of the oaths, obligations, and prominent points ig each degres of
free-masonry. "The report was laid the table. SEPAN i ok !

Mg, Horrgy, of New-York, from the committee to whom the dnqho:' ing it had been
memmwmwxmvmumm muclupm

2 tabl ;

Mz. Mavx of New-York, then said, that in the of another, used on another
occasion, he would say, “To-day, we have done enough for . He then moved that the
convention adjourn. Thereupon, !

Adjourned to 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, Sept. 16, 1830.

NThaYmnl.:enuon met pursuant to adjournment, Prayer by the Rev. Ma. Anusrnone, of

W= X OT. ’

M=z, Rean, of New-York, from the committes on that subject1 uﬁmd resolution, that
this eonvenﬁ?:’nwi]l adjourn on Friday evening next, at 6 o’clock P. wm'zw.. adopted.

Mgz. Tavror, of New-York, from the committee on the-influence of free-masonry on-the
Jpublic made a _report which was adopted. .

. M=, gnwum, of New-York, from the committee on that lo.b]et::i reported sundry resolu~
tions, which were read and laid upon the table. [See them among the reports.]

Mr. WarkeR, of Massachusetts, from the committee to inquire whether masonic oaths dis-

ify men for offices in the gift of the people, made a report, which was read and laid upon

e.
The address to the people of the United States, reported by Mz. HoLLEY, from the com .
mittee on that mb_]ecli was taken up.
Mz. MEeRnick, of usetts, said, that he felt unwilling that the able and eloguent
address to the people of the United States, reported by the committee, should be
the convention, without drawing forth the expression of the opinions of its individual members.
This address, he continued, is an appeal to the whole people, on a subject which, in thess
latter times, has been d by no small portion of them, to be of the hi moment and
deepest consequence. This strong feeling against free-masonry is of modern growth. For
many years—now nearly a century—the masonic institution has existed within the United
States; and, during some portion of that period, has been cherished as an object of veneration
and respect. It has met with the favour of the people. The members, an mina.ho who,
though not of its fellowship, have been strangely deluded to become its adv e : h':ad.mln
:La

sented the institution ay scarcely inferior in value to the prevailing

some ts, gir, an extraordinary infatuation has lauded it, a3 even of more worth than that
inestimable religion. If such re tions were correct; if the praises which have been
lavished, and the charms which have been ascribed to it, were but its faithfal por then

indeed ia every effort to oppose its exi its p and its triumph, most injudicious, and
most unjust.  How unwise, that we should be gathered together in this convention, to attempt
the prostration of an institution, which is, in truth, shoddinﬁll ht and comfort, not
merely to the narrow circle of these United States, but to farthest verge of

tion, ‘

I do not yield to these opinions. I concur, sir, in the sentiments which the reported address
before us expresses of free-masonry. I believe the institution is not enly wholly worthless,
but that it is positively injurious and bad; that it is false in nearly all ita outward pre-
tensions, and corrupt rotten at.the heart. I believe that its real principles and
characteristics, shrouded as they have been in the mystery of its cheﬂshnr]_ secrots, tend
o debase and degrade ma.nlmx ; and that if-all its obligations were practically observed
in any community, containing’ & numerous fraternity within its limits, no government
could ‘stand before the inevitable conflict which would ensue. . .

‘What is this institution of free~ ? Is it the work of the wisest of the princes
of Judea, accom while he was building that eous temple of Jerusalem, which
was the glory of his own, and the wonder of succe generatipns ? - Did he call to_
his councils ‘the royalty of Tyre, and, with him, and the son of the widow, withdraw
to some hallowed recess, where, undisturbed by the claims of of government, and
kingdoms, anil temples, they might devise or reorganise some glorious institution to be sent
down to the latest posterity, to bind men together by the strong bonds of brotherhood
and which, with the strength of union, should tend to the elevation of
character, the purity of morals, and the advancement of e'mtty earthly interest? #And is
this the free-masonry of our age—the wonderful production of their guarded conclave and
anxious meditations? No, sir, never! King Solomon never meditated, never dreamed
of such a thing. His robe of majesty bore no such sullied spot upon its ﬁ}lﬁa; and it is as
}lnjmwhjsmemo?r ag it is false in fact, to attempt to fix upon him the paternity of an
institution, which, if it were really the wor ofhm&mwonlddmthegloryof his u{r‘g‘

of

and all the ificence of his throne. But, of this boasted antiquity and
birth, its age shrinks down hefore the gaze of historical investigation, and the eye
try touLE:verylutuemnrythathasgoneby: and then, as one of your accepted r?m ’
Batj y establishes, it was seen emerging, with its first dlgmhry,ﬁmr.peoggo
Tree Tavern,in 1717, It is but the “_creature of yesterday ;” nor will it be a perversion of the
text if we add, that “it knows nothing.” And it teaches nothing; for it has pothing valuable
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d‘u:mtolanh. Thamalmtnuwhkh areemumnded,andtho sentiments
which are expressed in some of its published noti mbomwedelsewhm its own ad.
vancement: it neither created, nor originally prom ed them, to enlighten and improve the
world. Can this institution, thus resling, in its pretensions to its origin and age, upon the
falsehoods, be the great fountain of morality, and the “handmaid of religion ™
W‘lm.v does it teach? In Christian lands it hyn(fowntheﬂnblew its altar; but,
eanlua its revelations, throws it by for the Koran in the land of the Nor is free-
muonry &prmmphwmfmt,ubmwﬁ:hmmutuho&&hemm version oflo;;preten-
vaunts largely u interesting W) it to its
chmﬂ.ar but within, n.n,ynt. but a narrow, confined, annmofl::lzdmm ‘Where
are it deeds of charity abroad 7 mwshuebeenmhedhymhndmmfmnm?
laokutdnmmudmtbenpmtofmofywmmmupmthm ; and you find,
that the records of one of the lodges in the city of Boston present the tauurmagmdmrgdbn;
exhihition, that while in the ofaboute:ghmymthelumofnmm
was expended—or mtadnlher——mgandy , in insignificant trifles, and worse than
useless refreshments, only thirty-five dollars was mudwthsdnms of charity. Sir,
lmmdmuyut.hmmyappw,l believe that, as a s it does not very unfairly
epes tha coiie o sy of 1 gt o chuptan, <5 1 o the s Sl ot Akt kmd
of i or rs, on this or
1 think it wdlbefounJMmlnndonormBowon,mEmpeormAmena.thedwmul;'mm

of charity will compare with the Fmﬂbﬁuuu‘w of its expenses, mmc!.h.mg like the
dou

proportion already mentioned. if the records of a single masonie congregation in our
country, wlmherylt be or chapter, or encampment; whether they contain masters,
or monarchs, will it a distribution of ten dollars in the hundred of its receipts to

chnn:nblepurposu. Whatahal],orou@!,wbemdoftheboudm or the expenditure, of
the large balance which remains ? & penciures

If this institution of ﬁu&mmgmthuadeshmuof science and of all means of instruction,
if it be neither the almoner of ty nor the handmaid of reli whatm:tapnnupm
udwhnnumnhnmderwbehamed? They may both, and all, be seen in its secret
mmzndounobhgn

At the late inauguration of the high officers of the general chapter of the United States
at W during the last winter, the deputy grand priest—the same individual who
had been agent and officer.to introduce free-masonry into a neighbouring republic, and
whehmﬂwdmtheduectprodmnofuvﬂmﬁmwdmmemmoum—mkmwhn
hand a book of the constitution of the institution, md,apeakmg l.hno_pponelmofmeowder,

obeerved, that if would onl readtha would
notsny,'wem —- wwéenmdmwhm% muu:l::’h:yghu,
opposed Q spoken aught moral virtues or loyal duties

; ﬁmhmmandedm Books of Cmmmo%mymbwof&j:mnm
ml,umdtonmrl.hemornhcp thuehnnt{umtahigh i triotism not honoura-~
ble, and religion not of most momentoug concern ? No, sir; no such . 'We are opposing

ﬁm-myﬁn;o&lemdwp- and solemn conviction of its injurious tendencies ; bu
we are not struggling sgaipst the loyalty which is recommended in the charges, or the virtues

which are sought for i the rs of its Book of Constitutions, Our object and our cause
mfolvunosmhpmu!ty, becayse the Book of Conatitutions is not free-masoury, nor does it
cxpound its real, inciples. 'Whoeyer secks to know what free-

lookﬁrbeyondl:::m all the ted

is, must
oﬁmapologauuddefendm If any mmahoqldbazymd uwmm
:ﬁal Smm teaching ofsuehworkseould initiate him into the doctrines and the
kmwledgeuf mﬁ,lethmuyd:aupermm lethmgmwm i i
contents; and when his mmm&mdwnh allthem:rg therﬁ'bmlhou
to a lodge. Hemllﬁndqmckly t without other

do with the haughty, dﬂllouc, dmgmul pmmplu of ita secret obhpuons.
l1. is 'I’R:n them only—its obli 5; which free-masonry exclusively
make and constitute mlmuuon. Wi t them it is nothing: with them
ve.ry wlnch we resist, which we denounce, and which wa strive to overthrow.—
ake them away, its spirit and its essence is gone—the institution itself is gone. With
out them, it cannot be saved luga'gwuanthpriuammdmg ;ltm.l,l
mkm;pueor mmwm,mwmmmw plates, z‘fuhnunn d safety or
in i degnd:ﬁ e mummery of its signs, its its
pua-words, or in m% lives,

’.!0
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rective the deliberate consideration of this convention, which sught te be determined: Are

the oaths of free- and are 1 or indi its mems
ol Kllipesinrriog Mg i gl M el g s
answered. It is affirmed that they are known, and that they have no binding force.

It would have been choice, that the discussion of this lubﬁt should have been
introduced and conducted by others. To dwell long and earnestly on this i i

may seem, in one who has renounced the obligations of the mystic order, and who, more for-,
tunate than the master in the tragic story of its fabled origin, has escaped from the
temple with his life, something like a manifestation of a want of personal vindication. Yet,
sir, that is nlbeh:ig}:hmhhuwtgdm@menoagmungm ‘Whoever knows the

sir, though I have said that the obliga of masonic obligations had 1
-inac:('wenpiedmymunﬁ:leouidmﬁm,lm&I&,mdolm&el. tldiflm;ﬁ
orthat it was in my power to malke, any disclosures of masonic secrets. Long before I i
mwmepnbh the press had teemed with the revelations of Morgan. The “Light on
. nry,” compiled and published by one of the members of this convention, was shedding its
reys in every

direction, ! '
Great numbers of men of elevated and honourable character, in different and various parts of
our country, had borne.their personal testimony to the truth of the disclosures. ‘What, there-
over again, the story of the hoarded mysteries o craft ; proofs in
the revelations had swollen to a itude which no careful inquirer. could ponihlymty'ro
speak then was little; it wasbut ing in the pathway whi Mmhtﬂ&aﬂdu&dy
opened, and which had been made safe by the wi ing jealousy of an and reso-
lute people. Yet there was a time, when so to was moat honourable dari Look back
but yet a little while, to the day of the meeting of the first Le Roy convention, Few moments
of deeper interest can be in the records of time. In the voluntary disclosures, and the
bold emanci; tion of the individuals of that body, is seen a hardihood of integrity rarely paral-
leled, To efeaﬂmmohﬁmandthein%ﬁrmeuhiﬁuﬂmﬂutmlhwpid,
and shall not cease to pay, the homage of my unbounded There are few men inntz:ag,
who, at a time like that, and surrounded as they were, would not have ghrunk back from -
ing responsibility of their situation, They stood isolated and alone. There were no surround-
ing combinations to cheer and sustain them in their course. ‘They had no guides but the convic-
tion of duty ; nosu bnt conscious rectitude. They had indeed one example; but that ex-
ple was dreadful and appalling. The light which but a brief space.before bad been struck up
the revelations of the western martyr, was quickly red in the deep waters of Niagara ;
dthamxjoushutbaﬂeduohdmdeol!trm to discover the remains of & mur-
ered victim, spoke in tones of admonition, whi not be di It was then, that
men moved forward with fearless step in the pathway which led their only prede<
r to ehameless brutality and barbarous death, Bir, it was an act ofl:.iﬁ\allnindednlour
f disinterestsd and honourable patriotism, which stands boldly forth ; which merits, and |
Irustwﬂjnotmwremimthed&cidod:{pmuﬁmofﬂery intelligent, impartial, and in-
quiring mind. They discarded the caths masonry. ‘It wasa aet; but it was
not that alone : it was honest algo. Thmulhsoughtnamwh“ehmmpni’eduhﬁn‘

ln{bmdmgﬁme
take it, sir, that on very obvious and familiar princi the entire disregard of the opths of
&ea-mmlkmybeim&d.b? Ishallmmtom Pﬁdm?gmwmmm
au ies, nor by citations approv writers. suggostions, arising
fmmeonaideraut‘::’awhichwmmnomedinallourdnﬂyamnomwapply,winbnhe .
extent of the argument on which I e to enter.
An oaghisa ise sanctioned by a direct appeal to God for the fidelity with which it shall
be observed. promises are equally as binding as caths. Yet from either, and from both,
are common and frequent cases of absolution. The cath taken by tha forty men who
themselves to take the life of Paul, mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, is an obvious
and plain instance of an engagement not binding. The wrong in that case, as inp masonic ob-
consisted in

t,
He describes the article to buy of him as of great value, of foreign-growth, or
mmmmmaofmtm_q ty. Tmﬁngtothuerepmnmuﬁau,ng:kethepmh
chase, and to him your promissory note Lo secure the payment of the price agreed. It
turna out udlthntlhanqidepuchuodwupothfmtoffqnignjmwﬂ:,wmm
tare; that it is a base, and spurious, and corrupt imitation, of very litile, if of any, value. Are
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bound irredesmabi your ? Canthe pa ofl.humbempdled‘lw
wﬁimnhemt .4 mnnmautm Carrytheuqueammwtha
eourt of law, and it thaemmuaumnnydthn]udge,who ts the justice
and wisdom of the country, and of the j whorepruem.thau-yl that neither law,
wmenm,mcmmmdemaﬁamcpeﬁomm
ltnmthephmtofn].‘l principles, that free-masons are jus in breaking or disregard-
mgtheuduwhmhmnnpondmthemumﬂmen. The n!lnﬂuredmtothemsutu—
m“pmmmmmmmmm I shall advert to but

w?hecud;da. made to understand, pretensions of ﬁee-mmry that the imsti-
tution is very ;:c:pt. Ifwl.he Mommr,lgﬁuhdbyhﬁ ‘Webb, and ?vaad of by glrn:nd
Ben

lodgu,upu;mwhuhmda, almost the tence he reads ever since harmony
displayed her uharms. our order has had a ‘What more t deception than this
can be An assurance, positivel gnval gnan,thnl. ree-masonry wasin being
when stars first sang I.ogei.her Yet even this palpable misrepresentation is hardly

rior to many ywhmhl.henumu betrayed from one step to another, And I cannot but
mmn.rk here, although not exactly in place, that before the candidate is permitted to enter within
the walls of a lodge room, he is induced to make confessions and assertions, which are same-
times hardly consistent wn.h Lmth. and which, it seems to me, must often be absolutely false.
A formula is presented as he offers himself for admission, which is hastily read to him, and as
hastily answered, tol.heduedmgwen so that he declares he seeks to enter
the institution “un‘ by friends,” “uninfluenced by mercenary motives,” and “ from a
wish serviceable to his fellow-creatures.,” -To these answers an affirmative is
always to be given; but surely cannot always be given with truth. For besides one of
the inducements which is mentioned, there is almost always another—I mean curiosity ; which
h.u, I behe::]dm fact, been the most prevailing motive to draw men within the ceremonies,
are to lead to knowledge, and to end in sublimity. Few men have, I believe,

Eg

enrcntared mthmthemymc u.mle.w:lhoutbemg y moved b u.hlghmdexmed
curiosity. Yet that feeli and total disappointment. He
pever the treasures ngwh.ldlhe toneunfoldedtoh:swew* hé is roused
h{uch d objects, which meet his anticipations of the dlmmdeedinhohgﬁl
Mhlaviﬂmu&;oubmught out of darkness. Yet ;ﬂ:hopui—fg:bngbtget
which is blazing within, the candidate submits to a band u, wil an
ehrouded in dar as a fit preparation for an entrance uj mthnpfgemomye?wlncho:r‘,ebefore
him. Int.h.ugmpmg cnhlo-wwedmdhal 1s ted to, and bound by, the
g:tmr.h:rf &mﬁdbﬂnﬂmm},;}d cid &stened,};;gebmugl':tw
light masonry ; mr.to t o t to ﬁlﬁmﬁe sun in its
radiance ; n’nttothe tsul'lwrl:'lﬂ.g y’nq and capaci-
Lies of m.ml:[,ci.lapl.n the beauties ofnnt.um-.ndthewondm notlol.hcbe-
nevolent beams of mn. pointing to the skies, and holding forth l.hewuy,,buttotheh h
ofmuonry to the light, namely, of three burning tapers, s placed in a tri
Ifagmuarormg misre; tation can be made than the assertion to &

gmn,mnoe,andpohte , will for ever elude his within the circle of the
room. 'When, however, he hu tomuomc,mlg:p sevetal d
yondthax,mdnnthn“anlted"wdnmydm:e of the order breatha

forth its harmony in delightful the oouncil, he may
l.hm hear the “ most excellent” priest, adorned in mrdoml Teutmants, with the mitre on

headl,: “Holmul the » tendant
.nnd ulheynmthﬂ“hvmguch,“lh?lmummmm’wmu g

Welhreedoagree, -
Tohvemgaua.ndmy,

Hmholywmdwmvh,
‘We three do agree,
Tomaal.hnlmn; arch.

Bo much, i, for the learning of this braggart order. Its hel, the serviee of religion
qulteunnpm;ma.ndmmpnhle hthsmudlhewmg‘ng of admission to deg::
of mark master, for instance, if undertakes to gi uanexpouhonuﬂhnttutmthe.&pocalpu
vhnchMuu,Lh-t“whmMomlhwmlglnwmd the hidden manna, and wil
give s white and in the stone a siew nome written, mmhmthanghmdw

Tpcsiveth iL” T wmwhmhfuhmmmymeﬂmmmhupm



DEBATES. 113

o is yet, in the hands of Christian theologians, susceptible of a reasonable exposition, is
eiﬂ;ﬂined by the craft in a manner palpably false. The hite stone is there said to be the k:g
stone of the last arch which finished the temple of Jerusalem, and the new name written, is
initials of the words Hiram, Tyrian, Widow’s Son, Sent to King Solomon!

There are other ceremonies in which the scriptures are d ed, and its teachings and its
Author little less than blasphemed. The candidate, when about to be “exalted” to the “ sub-
lime” degree of royal arch companion, is blindfolded and hampered with cords. In that situa~
tion he is led on,and made to go through what he is told represents the passage across the
wilderness up to the rebuilding of the temple, in the time of Cyrus. To him, indeed, it is a
wilderness of confusion; for whatever of obstruction can be thrown in his way by the merry
companions is accumulated for his embarrassment. Chairs, tables, billets of wood, and what~
ever other moveable substance can be readily commanded, are piled in his way to convert the
fiction of a *‘rough and rugged path” into reality ; and the perplexity of the blinded wayfarer
becomes high sport to the surrounding observers. In the midst of this scene of noisy confusion
and obstreperous mirth, the candidate is turned aside to behold a mimic spectacle of the *burn-
ing bush ;” and a companion pronounces, in the language of the Almighty to his chosen servant,
“Put oﬁ’ thy shoes from oft thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.”
Sir, this is most derogatory to the eternal word. = At such a time, in such adpla.ce, for such
purposes, what more unwor?ﬁ, than that a craftsman of the order should take upon his lips
the solemn warning of Jehovah, and, as his representative, should dare blasphemously to pro-
claim, “ Put off thy shoes; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.”
aIn 1s by such interpretations, and such spectacles as these, that religion is degraded, and her

tars profaned ! )

Yet these are but brief notices of a few of the direct misrepresentations with which free-
masonry abounds, Its falsehoods are glowing and numerous ; and if deception is ever to be
permitted to operate as a dissolution from the ob]ilgations of a promise, it would be difficult, if
10t impossible, to find a ease in which the principle could be more appropriately applied, than
0 the obligations of this l:iystic and hypocritical order.

There is another view of this subject, which will readily occur to every mind. An oath to
lo wrong, or not to do right, is never obligatory., The case of the *{orty men” has been
Uready sugﬁxted. The moral obligation of every citizen, with respect to such oaths, is alto-
rether the other way; they are * more honoured in the breach than in the ohservance.” Apply
his 'nc.iﬁle to free-masonry, and see whether its oaths can stand the test of the ordeal.

‘The sa before us contains a faithful and accurate abstract of the oaths of the order.
Chat nbstra.ctissatisﬁmlo?wme; more so than the imperfeot sketches in the report of an-
ther committes, of which I was a member, and which, without some amendment, I think ought
wot to be adopted. I shall not dwell upon many of the topies suggested by the numerous obli-
ations from which the address has made extracts, It answer all my s of illustra-
ion to confine myself to one. In several of the degrees, commencing wi t of the fellow
raft, the initiate swears, that “ he will support the constitution of the grand I and con-
»rm to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this or any other lodge of which he may be-
ome a member.” This oath is positive, peremptory, distinct, and unequivocal. Its real mean-
15 cannot be misapprehended ; the laws of the respective masonic societies of which the indi~
idual may be a member, are to be observed at all events. I am not insensible that the modern
efenders of the institution, feeling the pressure of this application of its principles, have en-
eavoured, with ingenious sophistry, to withdraw attention from the plain language of the oath
self, to the exhortations to loyalty contained in the charges published in the Book of Consti-
itions. . But if it had been really intended, that these several oaths should be ed as
jtirely subordinate to moral duty and civil and patriotic obligations, it would have wise
1d natural to have incorporated some intimation of such design into the oath itself, rather than
» have left the candidate to the memy of the conflict between the absolute promise on the
1e hand, and the subBequent ex tion on the other.

It is not from the commentary of any learned and ingenious advdeate, who now eomes for-
ard to apoloFi.ze for and defend the Institution, that we are to learn the real doctrines of its
sligations. Its own words are too plain to admit of any perversion; and besides, the grand
dges have, for themselves, given a construction which is in accordance with the positions which.
‘c assume. The grand lodge of New-York has openly proclaimed, *“that every grand lodge
1s an inherent power and authority ; that they are an assoLuTE and mwpErENDENT body,
‘ith LEeIsLATIVE authority.” In other instances, when disorders have arisen among the su
-dinate lodges, directions and instructions have been given, in which they say, substantially,
» back to your oaths and obligations, and learn there a lesson of passive and absolute obe-
ience to the laws and regulations of our enactment. . i .

If, then, the case shall ever arise, that acl:i‘pter or a lodge shall establish laws, the ation
7 which will conflict with the enactments of the state, the masonic requisition 1s obedience to
self, and conflict with the government. And whoever of its members refuses or declines this
2ep and humiliating obedience, may read the hazard of resistance in the barbmu‘:nﬂenaltias
his own invocation. His * heart must be torn from his bosom ;” “his vitals plucked from
s body:” and masonic vengeance, still unsatisfied by this i)loody immolation, refuses a
:sting place ¢o thesé motionless remains, hut they must be “burnt to ashes, and scattered to
1e four winds of heaven.” H !
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Such is the result which must at Inst be reached, if the laws of free-masonry, as they are
established in its baleful obligations, are practically and fully enforced. In this light, no one
can fail to see, that they are at war with every principle which ought to govern mankind in
all their social relations. From the ibility of such a disastrous conclusion, it is the bounden
duty of every individual to escape by absolving himself from a connection with, or submission
to, such despotic and unhallowed obligations. He should fly at once: and without waiting
for contingent aids in the lapse of time, like the great congueror of old, he should cut the
Gordian knot which hindershim in his ami.ﬁgle in the pathway to freedom and to peace.

Sir, from the most lawful and sacred oaths which can be inistered, there may sometimes
exist circumstances, which create the most I?er'li.'.-v:’c absolution. There are no earthly ties
which should be stronger than those which bind us to our country. Yet, go back to the
patriotic age of our own revolution, and behold our fathers, oohﬁmgnud in this citg, in the
consccrated Hall of IndeFendence. Many, if not all of them, taken the long, and compli-
cated, and solemn oath of allegiance to the British king ; yet when the grievances ofhis imposi-
tion seemed to them too heavy to be borne, and the oppressions of his government were wei
g down the e ive energies of these rising colonies, upon their high responsibility, they fell
back upon the first principles of human nature, and emancipating themselves and their fellow
citizens from all oaths of allegiance, gave freedom a new birth-place in this land of lib&r&y.
8ir, the immortal father of his country won that imperi e fame, which shall never
by lifting the Lglir.teri steel of the patriot soldier, above the neglected oath, which had once
bound him to the British throne, g

‘Whatever was formerly the condition and situation of the members of the masonic institu-
tion ; whatever were once their obligations and duties towards it, the peculiar circumstances
of the present age have now cha them all. There were once secrets belonging to it. It
once had its si grips, pass-words ; its secret lectures and its darkly shrouded oaths. But
they are now hidden from the public gaze no more. Every thingof its own has been exposed; '

the preofs of the truth of the revelations have long since swollen toa mnfnitude, against
which no obstinacy or unbelief can stand. It were as easy, as wise, and as - honest, to dpubt
of the existence of the cities of London or Paris, as to hesitate in inlmvmg that the hoarded
arcana of free-masonry have been exposed. Testimony has :iprung upon & side, and thei'
concusrent evidence of unnumbered witnesses leaves no way of escape to Lhe::};yhinm of doubt,
or the distrust of incredulity.

‘What, then, is now the situation of those who still feel themselves shut up, as in the vassal
age of this once towering institution? What still remains to be done by those who are ye
}lng:rlng in the rear? If there were once difficulties, frowning and apparently insurmountable,
in the way of escape, they exist no more; for fear! pioneers have levelled them with
earth. No bond can again be broken by the develo; t of the secrets of free-maso
for that has already been done—totally, eﬁ'ecmnlly—m the possibility of a repetition.
there be ought else which can be disclosed, it must be only of crimes which have been com
mitted, or conspiracies to accomplish them hereafter. And if, in any of its dark recesses, suc
things are—shall the veil of masonry hide them from the public eye, or its shield save th
pe]l.?etmul)r frmlt: the arm of* public justice ‘:.h T .

No! silence here, were participation in the guilt. The way is open and plain, simple an
free. Let all escape from the dominion of this despotic institgﬁon, and renmphoe Lhoill-ﬂ:.]l
ance to it at once, and for ever. And we bid them come; not as to a triumph with ua—ef

.there is no triumph—but to rejoice with us in the ulnessof a satisfied conscience. Th
who have broken away from the bonds wherewith they were once ignobly fastened to
masonry, are, [ trua;, seeking for nothing like outward praise—far less for any thing
recompense or . They have but done their duty : and for one, I should as soon 1
for the voice of praise for having kept my hand from the violence of ro , a8 for yielding
the most conscientious convictions of duty in the renunciation which I have uttered. Iti
we repeat it, a plain duty ; and we bid them come—and they will find, that the slanders whi
have been spent nst us, are as unfounded as they are cruel, as harmless as they
unjust. Let them look forth on those who have gone before, and see if they bear u
the marks of tortured minds, and broken hearts. And if they will look wifhyu.n ed ey
they will behold no withering with anxiety, no unmanly exultation in triumph ; but they wi
see that tranquil satisfaction, and that immovable firmness of purpose, which are created and
confirmed by the clearest convictions of duty.

Sir, there is an unerring monitor within, which speaks in tones which will be heard, and in
language which cannot be misconstrued. If that voice whispers peace, we may be sure that
all is well. The storm may beat upon the outward wall, but 1t shall not perish, for its founda-

tion is on the rock. Let this consideration hush the fears and animate the virtues of those
on whom we call, and prevail with them to take that one step, which will not lift them on '
high, but will establish them on the solid muﬁphoe of peace.and contentment. As they
depart from free-masonry, its kings must throw off_the robe of ty; its priests cast away
the unsanctified mitre from their heads, and tear off the jewels from their breasts; but they
will realize, that these acts will altogether approve themselves to the understanding, and place
w:]:hin the heart an inestimable trcasure, which the world cannot give, and which it cannot
take away. : ;

|
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said i
wdress which had been and laid before the eonvention, for
:E‘tth.iuw be neCcessary

[ have said that I was decoyed. So I was, Mr. President; for I had held up to my view
ise representations. !mtoldbyamomhhchrgyunn,whamluteemad,mdin
thom Lﬂ:md implicit confidence, who taken many degrees

ras in institution, that which was exceedingly valuable to define certain passages of
mptu;qwmmmbeuﬁsﬁmﬁlyulumdwimmﬁght:mym
ages in the epistles of Paul, and in the revelati ‘whi
re have had allusion, were i ir 1i

sge and chapter. This and many other considerations which time would fail me to
‘ention, induced me to apply to a respected friend and relative, to propose me as a candidate
x the lodge. This he cheerfully did.

iﬂm{mpuedwdnlod%bmhwingmy ing of the outrage on William M,
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ave known these if, as has been stated, the public press had not been muzzled.
lut at that time there was not a paper in Massachusetts, and I know not of any in the New
states, that dared _a syllable in respect to thess facts. I was entirely ignorant

fwhat had place at Bata:

‘ : ; : ;
o Dt Sk vk b b seanies L Mok Skl ot e
mo! comy H in com certain
ities i l.!l%) of amhtitfdmsmﬂonim,uﬂmiit ﬁ:lnz.get?,nl.he world as
and wished me to see what imposition was practised. ve k a cursory
g T seid 6o M1yach, this mnact bo free-messarys & o 160 iivoloee, It Gkl soita uiy
iosity. It led me to converse with respectable members of the institution, relative to the
conversed with a member of the institution in Providence, Rhode Island, who wes a man
h character in the fraternity, and a member of the encampment, who had been master of
fodge for many years, and was esteemed what was technically called, a bright mason. He
Hd me that Morgan’s illustrations gave the fraternity no uneasiness whatever. He said it
i not touch the subject of free-masonry ; that it had nothing to do with the secrets of that
stitution. He supposed that Morgan was a mason, and a man of some address, but a worth-
168 fellow of no character, a miscreant and drunkard ; and that he was not murdered. If he
ras murdered at all, it was not by masons, but that the mob had beset him on this principle.
'hp&midthuifhololdthetmth,hawghttodioﬁr igations,
thich he professed to have taken ; ifnot, he ought to die for
n%ﬁmtwumbymﬁmﬂmmulhadbmpmpodw
rent and was initiated. As soon as I had entered the n room, and I
ad been made to subscribe and declare to what has been pmen[rl.:saaf
) prepare me for the rites and ceremonies. I then discovered that it was Morgan masonry.
remarked thisto the junior warden. He said that some things were similar, but if I advanced
would soon be satisfied, and rejoice in becoming a member of the fraternity, as bthers had
one; and I was told that Washi W and La Fayetts had done the same befors
3¢ and I was, according to the illustration of divested of all my apparel, to the last
emnant of d . Iwasclad in a pair of drawers, and a cable-tow, or a rope, fastened
ound my neck. imbﬁndﬁaued,cmr':;thismmmr,ldwﬂwdmro{thelodga, where
here wers three distinct knocks,and answers, Who comes there? who comes there? who
omes there 7
I was condueted in, and about the lodge, round, and round, and round. Not an individual
lid I know ; not a face, not even of the master, for he too was a stranger. I had seen the
unior warden who came to prepare me, and one other associate. I was fastened with a cable-
ow, and how could I retreat if disposed? WWhere was my apparel? Could I go into the

4
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street in my then situation? I passed th the three first degrees of free-masonry in one
ight. Iwyem. through in coftformity with a dispensation o?t.he grand lodge.

he same evening, after I had passed through the ceremonies, the master of the lodge
administered the m;oonth,md ve what is called the check degree. He said that was
nece! , because a Worthless fellow at Batavia had disclosed the secrets of masonry as far as
the third degree, and said if others got our keys, we must put on new locks. From this time,
I discovered, that the illustrations of masonry had been studied assiduously by members of the
lodges, in order to render them what is technically called bright masons. ~ And I have known
those illustrations to have been studied by different lodges, that they might be familiar with the
ﬁmm“wﬁﬂmmnmﬂm I feel myself perfectly free in d the oaths

In view of such impositions as m; y free in denouncing the oaths and
c:ert:.rmtnie.sl:!l'!.lu'.tarl:f)ef:fI If any man judges me guilty of moral perjury, I am willing to bear
the shame for ever; I glory in such perjury as ;Immeforwﬂmd_bmtlhe bands,
fmmardigli)iusmga.rdw the best interests of my country, and from a solicitude that ou.ni
men might be prevented from be.mtg taken in the same snare; and if the declaration w{ic.h
have made, and the record of my folly, should be the means of preventing one man from being
ensnared as I have been, I shall feel myself paid a thousand times.

Another thing to which aHusion hes been made, is the binding nature of masonic oaths.
1 do not wish to add any thing to what has been said by my colleague from Massachusetts;
but will merely state, that the address has taken for granted, that masons consider their oaths
as literally binding. This position deserves some consideration. I believe it has not been con- |
sidered by any member, because members, since the abduction of Mor, have maintained
before the uninitiated, that these obligations were never considered ; that no member
ever felt himself bound to cut a brother's throat, or to carry into execution any part of the
penalcita]:, as li!:lm]lyexpremd. They would acknowledge that there was a mystical mean-

in these penalties.

mﬁ dlinkﬂml;.eamplepmof has been adduced, to show that masons have felt themselves bound
to execute the penalties of this oh:?n’ tion. * And I would ask, what is the meaning of all the
calumny cast on the anti-masons, if it be not in pursuance of the obligations contained in the |
¢ thrice illustrious order of the cross,”—* ¥You solemnly swear, MtWEow another
to violate any essential part of this obligation, you use your most decided endeavours, by
the blessing of God, to auchpﬂmnmthemlcmtuldmtoondmﬂ:nmhmem,&c.by
pinﬁnghmoutwtheworkiumunwmhymbmd,b opposing his inf by de-
mginﬁn;h;'nbuaine-,bytmmfeningbisuhmcur im, W remrhemayﬂ), by ex-
posing him to the contempt of the whole fraternity, and the world, but of our illustrious order
more especially, during his whole natural life.”

Any person who has been in any degree acquainted with the excitement in anti-masonry,
must perceive that this obligation has been executed to the very letter, in every respect. There
is not & seceder in the , Who has not been followed by calumny, and pointed out to the
world as an unworthy vagabond. There are gentlemen on my t and on my left, of whom

i nnmithnuhe are drunken and worthless wretches. I could name one who
‘was declared to be out of business, a street vagabond, going about from shop to shop, and from
door to door, without to decency or moral character. I have sinee learned that he is in |
hjihre ute, in respec business, and highly esteemed for his religious and moral character. |
ill not multiply examples in this J:urt.icnla.r, but will adduce facts to show that masons |
have considered it their duty to execute the bloody part of their masonic caths. We have evi-
dence that Morgan was murdered bly to masonic law. It is said by masons that the
authors of Jachin and Boaz, and Pri , were put to death. But in my neighbourhood it
has been said repeatedly, not by the least of the order, but by high priests and grand prelates,
that if Morgan had been put to death, he had been served justly and rightly, A member of
. the encam, t in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, in my own nei hood, conversed
with me relative to the abduction of Morgan. He ex it, as his view decidedly, and he
was acquainted with the rights and principles of the institution, and I viewed him to be an
upright man, that the masonic law should be executed, and gave this as a reason, that masonic
law was antecedent to civil law, He reﬁmtwd, however, that the Morgan affair had not been
conducted more deliberately and en g;and saved all this noise, and excitement, and in-
jury to the fraternity. And to illustrate his views, he brought an example with which he was
nﬂbumM': either a brother-in-law to his wife, or himself, .
eter and John (I will use fictitious names,) were residenis in one of the back towns of

Rhode Island. Peter was a regularly made mason and a member of the lodge. He instructs

John clandestinely in the rites and ceremonies of the institution. By means of this instruction,

John works himself into the lodge; he is received as a member, obtains the office, I think,

of junior warden. Afler having been some time a member of the lodge, it leaked out, that

Peier had instructed John clandestinely. John was made over again, and the oaths adminis-
. tered in due and | form, and-he was retained as a member of the institution. Peter very

soon after happened to be in Providence at a time when Lheg‘h-r:ndlodge was in session. They

summoned him to appear before them ; and in obedience to their call and the master’s oath, by

which he had promised to obey all'signs, &c. he obeyed. They had certain tesolute m

appointed to take care of him. They did take care of him; they murdered him. And I was
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inﬂ:nr:jned that he was taken down the Providence River. The report wds, that he had, ab-
BCO.

I will name but one instance more, and that is, of warning a brother of danger. A masonic
deputy sheriff pursued two villains to the cape, who had been breaking open stores in Provi-
dence. Eemmowuﬁdinappmhnndingdmm,andhmﬁ;th&mmwayhuk; but they
i, ma e ke sy ale a1 Clnh of ROrOASAIE A TPTAR.

rel and went way, r pretence, as he stated, of a er 68,
Hahqdm}gtmedhishnz,beﬁmmemenwmmmmg; it a&pearedhemut
them in possession of his brethren in this way, in order that they might be missing. He did
not wamtodinnimlhemhimsalf,butmmﬁingthuothmahoubidowhathemunwﬂling
to do himself. A

I have these facts upon substantial evidence, and bring them forward to show, that masons
have considered their oaths binding, to the letter; and consequently, the position taken in the
address before us, is substanti dy correct. Since I have been in this city, I have conversed
with a venerable and respectable ‘whom I well knew in my youth; and in respect
to this subject, he told me, that he been a mason for many years; but for more than thirty
years he had had the samt;:ginim of the institution, that it was dangerous to society, and sub-
versive ofﬁd order; Lhuﬂnﬂn‘y“fmnngo, he had a deliberate conversation with his
father, whe he should not sit down write and publish all he knew. His father, upon
due consideration, advised him not to do so, saying, that he would not be believed, and that he
would lose his character and life, if he did it.

Mr. Newell, a missionary to the east, some time since deceased, was induced to take the
masonic degrees before he sailed. 'When he took the knight-templar’s degree, he was so dis~
gusted, that he said to his companion, “Why have you suffered me to be so imposed upon ;
my feelings have been shocked by these blasphemous rites. I will sit down and write all {
know about it, and expose it to the world, so that others may not be duped as | have been.”
His friend argued with him till midnight, to induce him notme:.:xhiaﬁn;n&oexecum
m&&ngtohim,dmtbywchmadhewoulddmyhﬁm lose his life.

t has been stated in the address sabmitted for our eonsideration, that free-masons ought not
to be eligible to offices of power and trust; that they are disqualified by the oaths which they
bave taken, to fulfil such offices as the interests of the country require. This hes been con-
sidered on the ground that they have taken these obligations. a

There is another to which I will just allasls. It appears to me, that freesmasons who
still adhere to the , have disfranchized ves. The&mbehﬁgmadmﬂmt' inct and separate
government, haw—inig no connection with the government of nited States, They have
a constitution and laws, which must come in collision with the laws of our own co . Now,
would we elect a Canadian to an office of power and trust in these United States? 'Would we
take from Great Britain a President for the United States, or take upon the bench a chief jus-
tice of the Union, belonging to another government? I think it worthy of remark, that
who belong to a government, sui generis distinct from all other governments, and if they be~
long to a separate government, the position laid down in the is correct, and t to
be maintained. I will not say that all the members of the fraternity are ineligible to office.
For there are many who sincerely dw:eél:ith all their hearts, to be free; but scruples, and
many other strong cords, bind them to the fraternity. But those who adhere to them, and are
with them in heart, and consider themselves bound by their oaths and obligations, I do think
are ineligible to offices of power and trust.

It is unnecessary for me to detain, and consume the time of this convention. We have the
address befors us, and I have no doubt but it will be adopted. I shall vote for it, very cordially.
It is sufficient for this convention, and the support of it is sufficient for us, that we may all par-
tici?ate init. 'We have, by virtue of an ex post facto law, passed about one month since, been
excluded from the Hall of Independence; but a note has ascended from this saloon, which
shall be wafted by every breeze, and thrill on every zephyr, in the east, in the west, in the
north and in the south. "And I trust, that future generations will find by happy experience,
that the trumpet did not give an uncertain sound—that multitudes were ready to prepare them-
selves for batile. i

Mgz. Dexter, of Michigan.—Mr. President: I would, with other ﬂm who have

ed me, give my Voice in favour of the ability and truth of the ad to the people of
United States. .

The strong taken by that address, I presume to be this: that frees is an

empire of itself, distinct from every government within whose limits it exists; that it has its

ll::; paramount to all other laws, its altars and its priests exalted above the religion of the
Let it never be forgotten, that, in these United Staes, there are from one to two hundred
thousand men, who have sworn allegiance to laws not recognized by our constitution—laws in
direct opposition to those of our land—laws cruel and abominable. ~This is not mere theory in
the masonic institution ; byt has been reduced to practice. 'We have seen these unlawfil
oaths developed by the conduct of those who have sworn fealty to them. Can it be doubted
for a moment that the develppements of m , by Bernard and others, aretrue? 'We have,
vir, the substantial testimony of about five thousand seceding masons to this effect. In.
addition to this, we have circumstantial evidence that is irresistible. Why was Morgan



118 DEBATES.

murdered, if his book was not true? Why are seceders so bilterly persecuted, if it be no
pursuant to masonic oaths? We have the text and the commentary, in the masonic oaths
and the conduct of masons for the last four years. o )

Here, then, isa masonic empire standing on its own foundation ; subordinate to no law, humai
or divine. Its subjects are sworn, if they are master masons, to keep each other’s secrets, murde
mdkmmmwuﬂmdlwkﬁwm&mm—hmmm‘mmqfﬁﬂm
sent them from o brother at the risk of their own lives. They are sworn, if they are ::z:_.laml
mmna,wieepemhoﬂ}f‘r’l secrets, wt?dmm nol excepled—io o;mlh each from
danger, right-or wrong. They are sworn, if cym'uﬂrmuakl_il.ﬁhu e cross, fo reveng
cach other’s inj and ey are

y each other's preferment. if they an
elected knights of nine, or illustrious elected of fifteen, fo put to death any seceding mason o
those degrees. 'There is, moreover, a penalty of barbarous death attached to each fron
the loweat to the hi, with one or two exceptions.

Will any man say, that this is not masonry? The edifice is one, the institution is one
'Will any mason deny that the upper degrees are genuine free-masonry? He may say that he
is ignorant of those es; but if he is § tofan‘yp;nnoft.hnms_utunohha:pemallym
one so deeply suspected, he is ignorant at his peril. He gives the sanction of his name an¢
influence to masonry, and he is bound to have every reasonable assurance that the institutior
is pure,

‘hat constitutes an American citizen? I it that he lives within the limits of these United
States—that he was born within certain boundaries, or has since submitted to certain ceremo-
nies of naturalization? These, sir, may be , but he only is at heart an American,
who venerates the pure republicanism which our fi bled to maintain—he who acknow-
1 no laws paramount to those of his country and his God.

a citizen of these United Btates at the altar of masonry, when he swears
allegiance to her laws, he snaps asunder the ties that bind him to his country; he cannot at
the same time be the citizen of a free republic, and the subject of a despotic empire.

The addresa to which I have referred most justly observes, * That all foreigners, even the
most enlightened, though m may be perfectly honest and capable, though they may reside
with us to their life’s end, be practical converts to the truth and beauty of our systems, are
disqualified by being the subjects of other governments. By stronger reasons, adhering
masons are disqualified.” Of this, sir, there can be no doubt. There are cerfain ties that
bind man to man, inde; tofallhun?gonmment. It is the law of love, expressed in
the comprehensive to do to others 48 we would that they should do to us. e are the
children of the same common ormnt,’the subjects of the same divine authority. Wherever we
live, we may be the citizens of that t community, bound together by love to man and love
toéotl But free-masonry is by other ties—those of revenge and murder, The bonds
which unite masons together, separate from the rest of the world. Thero are ties, where
the Christian religion is unknown, which the God of Nature has established, which bind man
to man: these has thrown off. There are other and dearer ties, which bind Chris-
tians together all over the civilized world ; wherever the Christian he may find a Christian
brother ; but masonry has broken those ﬁo]y ties with the rest. Nothing must interfere with
her dark dominion: her priests, her altar, her laws, must be supreme. Every kind affection,
every virtuous sentiment, every holy prmclm must be prostrated in the dust beneath the
‘wheels of the chariot of this idol of secrecy and sin.

. Free-masonry, by mmﬁng prayers with bloody and profane oaths, by uniting the
mummery of masonry wi &amgu from holy writ, by its impious titles, such as “Most
‘Worshipful,” and “]}gng of Heaven,” by insinuations in’ the lower dairees, and direct decla-
rations in the higher, stands forth as the apostle of Deism, if not of Atheism. In the knights
adepts of the eagle and the sun, the mason is thus addressed : * Behold this monster which you
must conquer—a serpent which we detest as an idol, that is adored by the idiot and vulger under

the name of rdg‘im.”
The sages of other times, who were not blessed with the light of Christianity, felt the’
necessity of_reuggnn. Altars were built and temples were raised to a host of divinities ; their
praises were celebrated by the poet, and the philosopher bowed before their altars. It was
not, sir, merely to catch the eye of idiot wonder, that the id temples of the heathen

were thrown open to view ; it was not merely to exalt the priest, that in his gorgeous
and hallowed vestments, he burnt incense on the altar of the Roman and Grecian Jupiter.
Other and higher s were to be answered. The experience of the world has shown,
that man was for religion, and religion for man. Remove from him those sentiments
which the all-seeing eye imposes on him, asunder the links which unite him to the throne

., of the Creator, and man is worse than a wild beast. So far from being fit to govern others, he

would have no capacity for controlling himself.

Masonry, then, tears asunder, not only the ties which unite the citizens of a nation to each
other, but the sacred bonds which bind man to man, and man to his God.

Will it be said, that these oaths, although taken by masons, are not considered by them to
bebmd.l.uE: It is impossible to look into the heari of man; this ean be done only by his
Maker; but it is fair to e that evil practice is the result of wicked principles; that
masonic oaths are carried into action, unless they are renounced by the recipient. I know,
sir, of no tyranny equal to this. The despotisms of Europe are liberty itself, compared with



DEBATES. ‘119

the dominion which this seeret society usurps over the conscience. Confine me in the deepest
dungeon that cruelty has invented—bind me in chains—my spirit is yet free: the soul cannot
be bound with iron bands ; it may still wander through the regions of space, revisit the dear
scenes of its home, and rise in adoration to its God. But masonry has devised chains which
bind the very soul down to darkness and spiritual death. The unfortunate being who is
enticed within its coils, is led from step to step, oath after oath is administered ; all that
g:ﬁpmn, hope, fear, shame, and curiosity can effect, is dons for the purpose of leading the
idate deeper and deeper into the dungeons of this inquisition; the cords of maso are
drawn harder and closer around their victim, until moral energy is vanquished; , like
Laocoon in the embrace of the serpent, limb after limb is enfolded ; resistance becomes weaker
and weaker, until the monster has poisoned with his breath, and paralyzed within his coils, the
wretched vietim of his cunning ferocity. It is thus, sir, that the soul is conquered ; virtueus
feelings are weakened ; the murmurs of conscience are smothered; until at last man’e
guardian angel takes his flight, and the whole demon takes possession of his soul,

If this, sir, seems to be the language of exaggeration, I refer you to the history of the
abduction of Morgan; men upon whose character there was no previous stain, became cor-
rupted by masonic oaths, until virtuous principles were conquered, and they who had been
good citizens until this monster had mnsgnmcrthem, now rose in rebellion against the laws
of their country. They who were husbands and fathers, robbed the wife of her husband, and

of their parent; they whose hands had been unstained, now found them red with
the blood of an ing citizen. For these reasons, I say, and so says the addreas, and
so will every candid man say, that those who have taken these oaths, and confess their hinding -
obligation, are unworthy to exercise any office of trust under our free institutions. :
Mr. SLapE, of Vermont, said he rose under much embarrassment, after the able addresses
which had been drawn forth by the report under consideration ; but he could not permit the
occasion to without-an expression of his views in connexion with its adoption.

We mLer . President, about to address our countrymen on & deepz interesting subject.
The number and character of those we represent, the snlie:‘&ofonr liberations, and the
influence which they may exert upon our country and upon the world, give to the act we are
about to a character of mgr interest. )

"The spirit of free inquiry has roused into action by a daring invasion of the rights of
one of our fellow citizens. He was a member of the masonic institution. He had violated its
laws, and been doomed to suffer the execution of their penalty. The jealous spirit of free-
men was awakened, and their virtuous indignation enkindled. Free-masons had kidndpped
and murdered a fellow citizen, whose only crime was a violation of the secrets of their order ;
and those secrets, thus revealed, and thus proved by the acts of masons themselves to have been
truly re presented, when brought to the light, a spectacle which excited the strong and
deep disa ion of the community. The excitement, at first confined to a small section of .
the state of New-York, moved onward in the train of truth and reason. The cloud which, at
first, appeared in the distant horizl?:f “like a man’s hand,” soon rose and spread across the

_ heavens, and already overshadows half our country.

The lhli:ﬁdwhieh thus has assumed a distinct form, and a national character, was originally
treated as and ridiculous fanaticism. 1t was called a “ Jack-Cade excitement ;» and the
men who stood up in the face of a powerful and widely extended fraternity, and boldly
denounced their institution as the 'fuilty author of the outrage, were assailed as disturbers of
the public peace, and hunted with the bitterest persecutions. They were, sir, a noble body of
men. Free-masonry will | have occasion to remember them ! They periled every thin
in_ their devotion to principle, with an intrepidity worthy the best days of our republic.
fully accord. in the sentiment which has just been uttered with regard to these pioneers of
anti-masonry. I have no to express my admiration of their zeal, their firmness, and
their constancy. They my warmest %mtitude, and they will commend themselves
to the gratitude of the world, as long as the world shall know that free-masonry once had an
existence. Had they yielded to fear, m might now have secretly triumphed, and it
might have ooul.inueg to triumph to the end o time, in the successful exertion of its power to
executeita bloody penalties, and screen itself from merited condemnation. But republican
virtue proved too strong for it. In vain did masons de;:l‘y the truth of the revelations of masonry.
In vain did they deluge the country with slanders of Morgan, and of the men who had con-
firmed the truth of his revelations, and of all who dared to arraign the institution at the bar of
public opinion. The investigation went on. In the face of sneers, and ridicule, and denun-
ciation, it moved forward, and the cause of anti-masonry moved with it. Masons contemptu-
ously denominated the western part of the state of New-York the “infected district,” and
continually uttered their predictions that the good sense of the people d find a remedy for
the disease, and stop the progress of the confagion. But anti-masonry moved forward! It
reached the state which I have the honour, in part, to represent. Her intelligent ation

awoke to the subject ; and after a memorai:lc 8 le of seven ballotings, her “ fifth district”
returned a member to the of the United States upon anti-mamm:nﬂdnncipla& Penn-

lvania, too, became aro and came up to the aid of our cause, in a 'o'pha!motgwy
:Zomui at her last gubernatorial election. And, strange to tell, the “Iand of steady habits”
has caught the * infection,” and sent to this convention a delegation, whose character is a
sure pl of final success in that section of our country. The venerable form of one of them
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[Mgz. Terry, of Hartford] is now in my eye. He comes to not, I hope, the last, but
certainly one of the best, p public aors of ki hib—that o hasin his dectiod testimony

against the institution of free- . Sir, there are too many such men in the ranks of
anti-masonry to permit it longer to be called a &muulexmemem-—toomzxg,mdipgon
the borders of the grave, to permit it r to be asserted that the hope of office constitutes

the leading motive of the effort to abolish the masonic institution.

[Mr. S. was here called to order by the chair, upon the ground that he was indulging in a
nngaofremarksmmnmpﬂawwﬂaempmmthambjwnﬂhnﬁmmdpmgmas anti-
N expe 'th:dwfyu whnﬁ'mm“;f“i}ad nsidered it as properly belonging to the report

r. 3. explain Temar, ;] ‘consy iLas 0 the re
under disc:m!:ian, w’eontemplnte e relation in which this contg:;oum Zt.ood, to the past as well
as the future—to look at the character and progress of the excitement which had given birth to

the convention, that its claims upon the consideration of the public which it was about to ad-.

d ight be mare fully understood and appreciated. But, said Mr. 8. I cheerfully submit
10 the decision of the chale £ - Y

Permit me, then, Mr. President, to glance a moment at some of the results which may be

cted to follow our efforts in the cause in which we are
ur great aim is the complete prostration of the institution of . We would
break up its lodges, its chapters, and its encampments. We would strip from its officers their

gaudy trappings, and bloated titles, and mock ﬁﬁ"gf;? i;:;iiaﬁ‘lfuthzl:l ;eron a level with the

plain, untitled citizens of the republic. We w
acter and tendency, and bring them up to the all-essential point of
the institution, an? sepumti:nLEu emselves from it, for ever. We would, in short, ate this
“unhallowed temple,” so ¢there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not
be thrown down.” This is the direct and obvious purpose.to be newou}pli.nh_nd by our efforts.
But, sir, there are results indirectly connected with the existence anu-muom;yh;:rllzinh
present no ordinary claims to our regard. I allude to its influence upon the general ter
of our country and of the age. In contemplating the subject in this light, events of other times
nt a parallel which is not destitute of instruction. The reformation of the 16th century,
or example, though primarily a religious reformation, exerted, in various other respects, an
influence of deep and ]ast.irf importance to Europe and to the world. It was not a mere eman-
cipation from the spiritual dominion of the See; but it broke the shackles which bound
the human intellect. It taught men to think; it brought mind into eonflict with mind ; it as-
serted the right of free mqu:ﬂﬁy and private judgment; and it kindled the spark of that liberty
which now burns upon the altars of our country. These effects naturally resulted from the
character of the evil upon which the force of that reformation was brought directly to bear.
And who, that is fam&'a.r with its l:;fgin and its history, can fail to see that, substantially, the
mr:lam are now in operation, that they are tending to the production of the same

neral results. » ;

geﬁm important era in the history of our own country illustrates the same principle. Urged
to the extremest point of endurance by British oppression, our fathers rose and asserted their
right to independence. They put forth their strength, and were free. But, sir, there was
more in that freedom than a mere emancipation from the thraldom of a foreign power. The
conflicts of the revolution brought into vigorous exercise some of the noblest virtues that be-
long to our nature; and while the men whose souls were thus tried, were forcing their way to
freedom, they wers fitting themselves, in an eminent degree, for its :ﬁ]o ent. A cast was
ven to their moral and intellectual cf'smcte.r, which is now visible in e institutions which

ey established.
ti-masonry, sir, possesses the elements of both the revolutions to which I have adverted.
I know, indeed, that there are those who affect to‘consider it as degrading to the moral and in-
tellectual character of our country. I regard it, sir, in precisely the opposite light, The life

its icious char- |
lge;rmqﬂegiam to '

and soul of anti-masonry is a spirit of free enquiry, directed to the just exposure of an institu- |

tion, immoral in its tendency, and anti-republican in its whole structure. The spirit which the
abduction and murder of a citizen originally produced, was, to use the language of a high
judicial functionary of your state, ““a blessed spirit.,” It still retains that character. It was,
and it is, a virtuous indignation at the perpetration of wrong, and a determination to apply
every practicable corrective. It leads to a more just apﬁwema.tinn of the value of that Hm,
so daringly in in the nofa citizen, as well as o t life which was im
daringly invaded in th f a free citi f that life which impiously
mnﬁnﬁnponthealmof masonry. It asserts the right of the people to investigate and
probe to the bottom, en. ﬁ:blic evil, and to apply such correctives as they may deem proper.
And it invigorates the public intellect, by directing its energies to the investigation of some of
the most interesting questions which can engage its attention. Masons may, indeed, deride
and denounce it, and exhaust upon it all the epithets of reproach and contempt. But every
intelligent, unbiassed statesman will see in it tﬁe strong characteristic traits of genuine repub-
licanism; and regard it, even in its occasional as threatening no serious danger to
uug_t.hing, but the institution which it is its avowed and determined purpose, to destroy.
ir, in whatever light this subject is viewed, the act we are about to perform involves a high
responsibility to our country, to the age in which we live, and to all future time. Masonry
must be desiroyed. [t is an evil of incalculable magnitude. We owe it fo our country and
we owe it Lo ghe world, to strike a blow which it shall feel, to the utmost limits of its empirc.
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_The pal we are about to make, is to a people distinguished for their intelligence and their
virtue. tumupg:a.!tothwmberjudgment, and to the best feelings of their nature. It
WIREdM_'jt mm:hl! made in vain,

in making this appeal to them, we make it to the world. In acting on the public senti-
ment in our own country, we act upon it every where. Empewzl?zgl the imgu“b];ac we are
now gi to the cause of anti-masonry. She felt that which was given to the kindred cause
of_hberiﬂgghythedecl_muonofourindepmﬂgm: and France, at this moment, bears grati-
fying testimony to the powerful and enduring influence of our immortal Revolution. M y
‘even in Europe, must yet be made to tremble before the maj of public opinion; and, if
mq—mmmmummlhemnlmmdwtheirmuae,&ewm beg:-e il——nndﬁil, I trust,
‘to rise no more.
* Mg. Sgwarp.—Mr. President, as the convention seems not disposed, at this moment, to
proceed to the question uﬁ:thead&rea,]havethwght that I might not waste time unneces-
sarily, in making a few observations,

I was one of those who in the convention of the state of New-York, had the honour to join

: in recommending to the people of the United States, to meet at this place, and upon this occa-
siondlfor the md;u of Uat you and I Lhﬁyogght to be a matter of common interest and concern
to the people of these United States, a large, respectable, and intelligent portion of our
fai!ow-cm'm that recommendation has been heard; and this eonventionlg:ll:owu that it has
been answ : .

Now, sir, the address which has been reported by this committee, is the means of extend-
ing the principles that sent us hither, into those parts of our common country which have
not yet been agitated by them. This address is the measure which is to excite public atten-
tion, and to direct pu en%gy.

e question is, whether this address shall be adopted. And is there a man in my hearing,
who does not feel that it is one of the most important questions which could occupy the atten-
tion of this body? "Who that is familiar with the history of the rise and of secret
societies in the states of New-York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and all the other sections in
which the o'guemon has been agitated, who does not know that it is, wherever agitated, a
question ilous moment—a %umon either fraught with mh or productive of the most
eﬂ:iciqn% ? It becomes us to deliberate upon the question, whether we will extend these
principles further.

The question whether secret societies shall longer exist in this country, under our free in-
stitutions, is indeed a new question; and for that reason it encounters opposition: and there-
fore, those who have put it to the people, meet with clamour and opprobrium. But without
im i I am unwilling to impugn the motives of any man or set of men—I will ob-
serve, it is fair to believe that the preconceived prejudices in favour of an institution which in
some parts of the country has committed no foul acts of treason or insubordination to the go-
vernment, may have induced many men to believe, honestly and sincerely, that the movers
of this question are, what they are re nted to be, disorganizers and ambitious politicians.
But, sir, by others than these, it will be admitted, that though Freoonoeived notions of the im-
portance of particular measures, and of the value and merits of particular men, have induced
them to shut their eyes to the knowledge that this great inquisition is gni.n%f:rward in the
public mind; yet let me say, that the question cannot be evaded; it must be met. It de-
mands and it challenges the attention of this people.

The press has been arrayed, with but few exceptions, against it; politicians of all classes
and all grades—men who seek their interest and their renown in the glory and honour of this
ﬁvemnent——mve all combined to stop it. The pulpit has denounced it; the government of

e states has denounced it; the press has deno it; and it has been denounced in every
private circle and in every public meeting: and what has been the result? .

Four years since, the first unfortunate event Efwtunate in another point of view,) took
place: and you find in the state of New-York I claim but little of the merit of the
character which is ascribed to that state, to its most intelligent. inhabitants, and its beautiful
and favoured region—yes, in the land which is peopled from the land of ‘steady habits
and patriotism,—you find, that opposition to secret societies has become the fundamental
principle of political faith. And he that has raised his voice against the expression of -
that public opinion, has felt, and will feel, that it was an unfortunate hour in which the tem-
porizing spirit of submission to secret societies, led him to sell his conscience and his duty,
to the paltry hope of ingratiating himself with the inmates of the secret conclaves of free-

et 7 T : . ;

But, sir, this flame of anti-masonry, vilified, ridiculed, despised anti-masonry, which has not
had the might of the press, or the opinion of influential men, who have heretofore flourished
in this nation,—what has it done? Look around you, and ask any man who knows the fact,
whether what there is of talent and r tability, what there is of virtue in this convention,
is selected from the talent, the ility, or the virtue of any party or parties which ever

itated any part of this community? 8ir, they are new-made men; they are the made men

anti-masonry. It is the opposition to secret societies which has called hem forth, And in
the energy and dignity of freemen, with which, in the face of this community, we are prosecu-
ting this cause, you have an indication of that virtue, of that spirit, that redeeming spirit which
called into existence the liberty and independence of this people.
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But, sir, mhlphithumtbmomﬁmdwmeﬁmundnii:‘pof&em”ﬂnfme
state of New-York. It has traversed the boundary lines; it has called forth the same apirit

in the sister states—and the sams kind of men. . - .
But it has been said that this anti-masonry is the fanatic creature of the politics, the furious
politica of the state of New-York. It is not so, sir; the observation of every member of this
conventior will bear me witness of it. The opposition to secret societies, is the energetic, de-
liberate effect of the principles of the cause, upon the farmers of the state of New-York, All
mmmnnmdwhdm-hnm but & scanty quota to the strength
which the party holds. , and political parties embrace almost the whole. It is,
then, in, that if so large a portion of this community have become awakened, this spirit
cannot subside. 'The question must be met and decided. .

And upon what principle of our government shall we not meet the case? Shall it not be met
because it is & new question? But new questions have arisen, and will arise. And it is as

unwise in us, to attem tounidt.hemngﬁum' ion of every new , and every new abuse,
uitwoufds’be inﬂuep:uwwho,having tamnimandut i afloat in it, should
trust it among the breakers, without sounding-line or

Mr. President, shall we refuse to meet this question, because it is one inconsistent with the
exercise of our rights as citizens? If there be any who have thought so, I beg them to reflect
gmmeprimiplea{mdorganimﬁonoﬁhuloeiqtydfne—m I beg them to reflect upon

inciples on which this government is organized. A.ndt.hen,[:a.‘r if they take the society
of masons in the most favoured light in which it can be presen i:ymmtnmembenand
writers, it is, no less than this, a society of men afiiliated together by mutual and secret oaths
for their mutual benefit and protection. A society which is coextensive with the limits of our
territory, and capable ofommmﬁnmpwerumyandaﬂpoinwaﬂhisUnion.bym
of secret signs and aignals of its mem

Now this is the most favoured light in which any, in which free-masons would themselves
hold up their institution to the community.

Let us, then, sup that free-masonry had never emerged from its embryo state ; that it
had never crossed the Atlantic, and found its place in this land ; I put it to these grave men,
who have been reared in the nurture and admonition of our revolutionary worthies—and you
are men who value the liberties which you have inherited from them—I put it to all good men
and citizens ; would you, if the pgopnaiﬁmwmmwwbemcje,wm]s you, if it were now
Jproposed to establish just such an institution, would you give it your support 7 No, sir, there
18 no man who does not better understand the principles of this government. There is no man
who for one moment would say, let it be established. Much less is there a man who would say,
in view of all its consequences, that he would submit to its rites and ceremonies. And why
would he say s0? Why would public opinion be thus tmed toit? What are the objecis
of this institution? 8u its advocates should say, ity, heavenly charity ; would not
the statesman and philan ist say, there needs in this land no such n for charity 7
‘Would not he who unde s the principles upon which it Mo to be established, tell
mthxzyowd:arity:mtfmm‘bmmmmmomw,inw' you require more to be given
to the institution, than be given back?

But whatever the arguments may be in favour of that charity, would not all men say, that
this charity is purchased at too dear a rate, by izing a band of secret affiliated brothers,
and putting into their hands the means of concert for their mutual advantage and mutual pre-
ferment, to an unlimited extent. ,

if it again were asked, what are theﬁmheradn.nwﬁ:? 1 ask, of those who know
and defend the masonic institution, to tell us—tell us, what other advantages (heiv' would pro-
mﬁ:hazmult_iﬂmy ropouelo&esoc.iet_yortothaoommunit 7 Notone. For of all the
pretensions ﬁ'ee—n:ln_ﬂmg, charity is the only one which has at all withstood the

four years’ fire, and the exposition of its enormities. . . )

Then, the patriot and philanthropist would anklminthiximtitumn that there is secrecy ;
he would say, and truly say, that secrecy is the badge of a tyrannical government ; it is unsafe
unddmgemmmamwbﬁmtﬁnvmmt. He would say, were it proposed to bind mem-
bers by oath to vote for each other, it is the worst fedture of an aristocratical t. Bo,
air, in mr&lﬂpmnt of view in which it could be presented, it would Mmhmd re-
pei!ad, by the people of this community.

Now it is no hypothetical case ; it is not proposed to organize in this land a band of affiliated
brothers for their own mutual advantage ; it is not so proposed, because it is already done.
‘This band of affiliated brethren, which no man, not even a mason himself, would voteé for the
establishment of| if’ proposed now, is in full and complete olmumtwn Let me add, if it were
kmown that such a society was intended fo be organized, what would be the righteous conduct
of the people in relation to it? Would they say, go on and organize your society, establish its
government ; fortify it, and seize hold of its powers, take hold of ita government, and give
an opportunity to make experiments; and if no lives are lost, no serious depredations com-
mitted, and no danger apprehended, the institution shall stand 7

‘Would not rather say, we will not wait for the accomplishment of this scheme of tyranny.
Dl%hourfore thers wait ?

Chree cents tax upon a Found of tea was a small matter ; but it was the entering wed
which this community would not suffer to be applied to the fabric of her Liberties. And nog::
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vmmmummmmmmﬁmmmmm-hnlunwg
and can maintain against it ; and if the ion is, whether it stand or fall, who can
hesitate to say that it must descend to the from which it emanated ? It cannot be other-
. wise, It is the intelligence of this community which is arrayed against the organization of

¢
Let this address go forward to the world, to this community, and this ; and j
80 sure as it goes, just so sure will it ramhnkmmmw;omdig%}mn m
lhanhofandomdpeme. 1 will not draw a picture of the evil consequences which must
result to this people from ity of secret societies ; I will not look forward to the pe-
riod, when in time of wrgovcrmmtnhnﬂhe_mbvuﬂedby&eﬁomamlm

tions ; I will not wthehme,whmthepnﬁlwlhﬂhediuuhdbyh wiess
acts of men, directed by the midnight conclave; I ' not look forward to the time when
the arm of this governiment shall be unnerved in war, by the secret factions of designing de-

ing ; that they have no having been im) fraud and i ition. But what was
g whm{ kg e o ? Wuitmwhid:wﬁmtha
commencement void and of no effect Isot le to the laws of our country, or the laws
of Great Britain? The oath which th mhwﬂﬂ;itwmmendaﬁh,hmin

i ituti hm.lmg!. Such was the oath imposed on the men of that

Yuwhennmdlynquhedigdiquhﬁmwmmwoﬁmq%ﬁdm&t
oath void? 'We see that the ion, which was mutual protection, had withdrawn ;
and from that time the oath became void and null, and was so treated. .

‘When the fraternity resort to the character of that great man; when they invoke his spirit
to rise up and su; masonry, it is humiliating in the extreme ; that the spirit of that man
should be invoked for the support of that which he despised and renounced ; and shall the de-

‘This is a circumstance which I lhmtvorﬂlyofomﬁdmﬁon. The seceders have alluded
ic have taken effect, contrary to the oath of allegiance,

‘There was one instance which came to my own knowledge : an acquaintance of mine, re-
ﬁﬁngh&nud&wmoﬁmhﬁeﬁﬁﬁmﬁudiﬂlhemhﬁmm. He was
of that clu:dtamod W?; a native oflglc:f;fuyhu M‘j‘rt;germﬁm_edinh‘ew-’fwk,dhe
was asa spy ; he was respectal in s gervice. That man de-
mmm@%mmu in the American camp, he made himself known as
& mason, and means were adopted for ing his eacape.
ng?mmhthemmwhohd his release, was thrown into the British
apprehended as a spy ; and, by the merest accident, this individual found out that
his friend was now in confinement with the British army ; he felt impelled to seek out the
culprit, and to take measures, by which he effected his escape.

ﬁ:. Svrape, of Vermont, Mr. ArusTroNG, of New-York, and Mx. Morse, of New-Jersey,
addressed the chair in support of the address. No notes of remarks, iently accurate
ﬁ:r‘mﬂiaﬁm'rhwbmnrewiwduptothe_ﬁm_ewhepitmnwemrywundﬂuulhﬂu
to the press. They will appear in an if received in time.

The address was unanimously adopted, and a resolution passed by unanimous consent, that
it be subscribed by every member of this convention with his name. . .

Mz. ELLuaxzs, of Pennay| 'madeuﬁmmﬂmheddenﬁdnmﬁm,mdudmg
with a resolution. [See the Journal and the Reporta.] ..

‘The report and resolution were laid upon the table.

Adjourned to 4 o’clock, P. M.
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T gt afDia ammtitios oo the skl of s ing talke
re] committes on an| nu
M= wﬁ?n, afNew-York,mudmtheadopted. gebﬁ—'This, Mr. Presi isthe
spirit in which we meet : it is a spirit with which we are all acquainted, and one that I wish
men were perfectly familiar with. The report dates the of this spirit some_years
It doea not mmnq&with the ';aﬂ'ema whcﬂf brought forth the anti-masonry afd this day.
t back to period when writings of certain distinguished citizens foreign-
mgf::awakmedaspnimfop ition to free-masonry in this country. y .
It is an interesting mimpwhnttohekmwn,thntlheapuitn_fﬂnu;mnﬂ
existed many years ago in this country ; and yet most of us were born sirangers to it. S
it be so with the anti-masonry exhibited at this day ? Does the same fate await our efforts,
which has befallen the efforta of our s 1 il
This is an important question, i i interests W cause.
Among those who distinguished themselves of old in opposing free-masonry, wers masons of
&h ing. The first principdumon%tlummpmﬁuorflohiso&g:newhomw}y
ife distingui hilmelfintheBriﬁshmvi. ie accompanied General Wolfe to this country,
was at the conquest of Quebec, dwelt in Russin in the service of the Russian government,
was recalled after three years from Russia, to be made professor in the university at Edin-
burgh. He was one of the first lighta of anti-masonry. His character and integrity were of
the highest order. He was afterwards elected a member of the American phical
society, of which Mr. Jefferson was president. He was also elected a member of the imperial
swjeuzu , of which there can be but six foreign members on earth.
- 8 a man as this, in love, candour, and truth, came forward and testified boldly and
frankly, giving his declaration under his own name, showing the ers of free-masonry,
especially the hi degrees. He was ied by Barreul. e one, a Frenchman,
was writing in one part of the world, the , 8 Scotchman, closeted in Edinburgh, each
unknown to the other, was writing upon the same subject. They both wrote in the same

spirit, each resorting to the same These men, in all the efforts made at that time,
my”"mmmtqhmm especially Dr. Robison, Their weight of character and
werednﬁmnbed s an

vious fame bro

t around them menufutnnd.inﬁ'lndofehmcter;_u}dyg while we find
names of many of their inferiors immortalized, enmofthmdnm:gmiadmdwiduals
bave been entirely overwhelmed, and their reputation grossly injured. ;

I can speak for one and for a great many: the names of ﬂamulandRolmpnwa;eon]y
known to me, until three years past, as names of reproach, Had I.been thrown in their way,
T should have shuddered at their approach—so effectually had the many-mouthed monster
assailed their character. Yet the spirit of anti-masonry was then as it is now; it came forth
with mf:)lrdlm with patriotism, and with documents to sustain it; but free-masonry was too
strong for it. .

Now, let us look around, and see what is better in the prospect at this day, to give courage
to those who come out from the fraternity, and to afford them the power of escaping the fate
of those great men. One of the first things, and one of the great things, to secure men of this

against a similar Tate, is the concentration of moral foree, which we are able to produce by
:f: action of our political institutions.

Now we can array men, by the simple organization which the course of politics takes in
this country, in a manner which no human, no other moral effort, is capable of. It is in this
course, that anti-masons of the present day have a reasonable hope to escape the fate of their
predecessors, and in this course alone. I know of none other by which can expect te
conquer the spirit of free-masonry, and to come off triumphant.
¥ e spirit of anti-masonry has ever been one of kindness and correctness. It will be found

80 in the writings of Robison and Barreul. The works of these men, instead of being of an
evil-minded, calumniating, prevaricating character, will be found among the most correct,
explicit, and doc tary productions ever written. It is especiaily so with that of Barreul.
Tlfeu' efforts were not directed against free-masons, but against the institution. The
true spirit of anti-masonry cares not for men, neither masons nor anti-masons—it cares for
things. ‘It takes care for the syatem of free-masonry, to put it away, and to defend the com-
munity against this dangerous and secret enemy. .

The same course ofea!mbﬁy which was pursued n(gu.i.nst thoss who ﬁ:%.\sht the battle thirt
or forty years ago, is adop i of the present day. e are charged wir.{

against anti-masons
being in pursuit of men ; with proscribing men ; and aiming our at men. But far be
it from us; this is-not our spirit; it is not the spirit of anti-masonry. I can speak with
confidence ; for if the saying be true, “ once a mason, always & mason,” then I am a mason, and
lmaybeailaw_edto spenx'ﬁ'eely, both for the spi it of free-masons and of enéi-masons. I think
1 may be said in this way to understand the subject.

It has been charged l:ﬁoon men, standing as I do, that they have abandoned the institution
without consulting with their brethren. If we have gone heedlessly against our brethren, we
are to blame ; but the fact is otherwise ; we have wearied them out with intreaties ; the anti-
masons have not gone carelessly against their brethren in the institution. Those who have
seceded have made their first efforts with the masons themselves ; we knew not how to give
them up, we will never give them up; we have looked to them, and will look to them, as good



DEBATES. 125

men and brethren; and while they are adhering and we from the institution, we count

€] C : using and de]gmmm;.wo immwl.hejr'
misinformation, and to the blindness brought upon them by the manifold pretensions of free-
masonry, and not to their love of the follies of _lodﬁ‘e-room. :

It is true, Mr. President, and I am sorry to say it, that those who have seceded, and have
been placed in the front of the battle, are represented and aa men of desperate cha-
racter, and desperate principles; men who seek for mﬂ:mﬁr t & revolution, by which they
may gain advantage; as those who have now no hold on life or society. I wish to set this
matter in its true light; to make those who are now under the sound of voice acquainted .
with some of the facts attending the first operations in this business. I give a word of
m%pwnexpmw,lmﬂ for a great many others.

rst, see thedangqnm.eomegmenmw ich grow out of the masonic institution, what
should one do but deal with his brethren? This was done—it was done extensively, it was
done kindly. And the uniform result and there was not an exception for many months.
that every effort of the kind was mlﬁalled the brethren of the masonic institution; they
shut their ears and drew away the shoulder; they refused to hearken. Finding that nothing
wuldbedonebfylhis_eounemMmchusam,nnappmlmmadet:‘genummamin
the west of New-York, and in the midst of their cupimi:o some of their foremost men ;
an effort was made from house to house, as Paul preached goapel, and, I trust, not a little
in the spirit of the gospel ; to deal with them man hy man; in this , that if the truth was
not in breast, might Hndleut it there ; and if it was, that might become wi
before the t publio obtained the Jmowledge; that if free-masonry were an im mm
i : should come out from it, and throw away the bone of contention, it was
ignominiously wrested from their hands.

‘What was the result? After weeks of labour, and hard labour, receiving many times harsh
and unkind words, and sometimes a repulse, ten men, free- convened in one room,
and, though they had no tylér at the door, they had no intruders. e went over the whole
subject of masonic pretensions with carefulness, and examined it closely, and calmly; those

t agreed as to the truth, but could not agree what to do with it ; and they di e
he views advanced there were such as have been advanced here, but then they were sub-
mitted to the fraternity only. A plan was well matured ; it was that :
might be done, by sending forth a man in the spirit of love and unity, one of their own mem-
bers, to go round and instruct masons in the deceitfulness of the arts and mysteries of free-
masonry ; and to give him countenance, they should furnish him with letters of introduction
to influential and leading masons in other places; but this plan failed—the brethren could not
consent to it.

Then what should we do? There was no other way left but to come out publicly and
separately, unless we could consent to let the imposture go on unheeded, while it trampled
our rights, with our tation, in the dust. .

This is the spirit of anti-masonry—a candid and an independent spirit, which dealt with

free-masons ai the beginning, and seeks still to do so, by making them acquainted with facts
before unknown to them; clearl ing that they labour under a mistaken view of the
character of the m; . It seeks mn kindness to bring them from the strong grasp of their

adversary ; it seeks to do them no harm, but to deliver them from bondage, to rescue them
from the iron yoke of a mystical despot. 8o much for the spirit of kindness.

There is another view. The epirit of anti-masonry aims at the destruction of free- 3
it seeks its object by means well set forth in the documents presented to this convention. Its
aim is to root out this vicious plant from all our soil, and I trust even more ; for I hope it is
not a spirit circumscribed like the obligations of nry ; that it does not merely the
little circle of one state, or of the United States; that it does not regard North America alone ;
but that it is a broad and liberal spirit, embracing the whole world.

‘We have lessons of instruction from free-masonry, of what it is necessary for us to do. It
is a maxim of that institution, that every mason is every where a mason ; and I wish every
anti-mason to remember it, that  every mason is every where a mason.” The illustrations of
history will show the truth of this maxim. The anecdote related by the gentleman from N. J.
(of one who, upon the American frontier, by a singular interchange of civilities between na -
tional enemies, rescued the guilty traitor from apprehension,) is an illustration of the truth of
this!maxim. And there are a thousand such things to be gathered up in the history of the
world. N ’

On this principle of the order, we are not secured against the system, by rooting it out of
one county, or atpiete, or out of the United States, or evenr out of the we.sl.{m hemisphere. I
would go on né Quixotie expedition ; I would not advocate measures which might seem like
seeking battle with those not filirly before us. But we ought to view the spirit of anti-masonry

as opposed to free-masonry, wherever it exists; we are but poorly acquainted with our enemy,
if we expect to triumph nnfr ial success. Though we expose the at once, it
has the power of extending itself in new degrees ; if expelled from Philadelphia altogether, it
would not be long before it would guah in from New-York and Baltimore, and fasten itself
upon the vitals of the city. It would return with threefold vigour. It is the confident boast

the fraternity, that it has power, when this storm is over, to rise again, take root deeper,
and push forth its branches wider. If we engage at all, we engage with the monster as it exists
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inallthe earth. ‘The grand officers of the grand lodges hold regular communications, from New-
York to London; from Charleston to Pans; and probably from Philadelphia to am :
the fraternity are one—a single band, closely united in all Christendom ; strike one, and all are
wounded; this is their nature ; and as such, we have to make our arrangements to meet them.
"We have to seek for the enlightening of the public mind ; for the setting forth of the true cha-
racter of the institution, all over the earth ; and thus we may defend ourselves, not only against
lhemwhinatiom,butmlharatmof&wmmry. It is & great institution, and as
C

such, calls for the determined spirit of opposition. It has been tried in warfare,
it is & veteran in and it remains yet to be subdued.
‘We have to meet with di jes, which will forth from every su of our cause

i of ealumny ;
and that we shall be nerved by their unworthy fate, the stronger for this battle; that we
use a

ma greater diligence; that we ma on wi uicker step, and livelier oa
spezTﬂzﬁMmrm:insﬁwﬁm—nptwmmhhnd, £ throughaut the earth.

report was adopted. ’
Mmm,o{New-Yw from the committee on the truth of the disclosures of masonry,

he was silent. A day or two afterwards he came to me and said, “ You inquired of me some-
t pmn!ﬁalafmamyhlmmnwtheminﬂicted.” He talked about a
eulogising masonry, and endeavored to prove that it made men love the ladies better!
Mn. T'opp then gave a description of a lodge, and concluded by saying that a was used
in it,—and for what? It wasan instrument used by no nation in the whole world for capital
executions.” In some countries, for the execution of the laws, the guillotine was used—in some the
rope, and in others the bow-string, but in none the dagger. It was, and alwdys had been, the
instrument of the assassin, from the murderers of olden time to the present.
- Mn. Reap, of New-York.—It perhaps becomes m&rdut to bear testimony to the truth and
disclosures of free-masonry. I rise not to boast; when I look back upon the masonic
degradation to which I have submitted, it gives me no ing sensation. But in the same
spirit as I then trusted, and now trust, of duty to my and my country, when I saw naked

before m in a land of freedom, triumphing over the laws of the land, I con-
ﬂdﬂoﬂl{l‘:y uty to burst her shackles, and zhutlhilbonk([.ightmowlmy
ience,

forth to the world with my testimony toitstruth. I declare in the presence
&suhﬂanliallywam the disclosures of free-masonry, as found in Elder Bernard’s book.
I ask m:‘{m sympathy for submitting to the ceremonies of initiation—being duped into
them. I ask not sympathy because I have broken my allegiance to the institution. No,
sir, I look upon that act as one of the proudest of my life.

Whhat claim have they upon me or others, when they have set at nought the laws of
and of man? Yea, sir, frand and deception did “they call me into her embracs ; and
when safety permitted, I broke forth. It is true, sir, when she held out to me that the
truths of Revelation would be better understood through masonry, I ought not to have been
duped by it. Did the author of Revelation indict which could only be expounded in
thokdgn-%withatylerumedw ﬁk‘.lun%fmm pockets of them that would learn?
No, «ir, I sh have known better ; but she forth to allure us great earthly benefiis,
She tells us of teaching geometry, the arts and the sciences. She recom and more than
recompe what she asks for initiation. But look at the book—Ilook upon the degrading
steps which .mlummwuka. ‘Where is her science? Her science consisis in
wllu&msmu:hemmmt pr el is diniin down to

ien, upon a ption, can she claim me, and bind me
herblpodynlm:i:henunderlhebnmwfhnpmiﬁom,nhemdemenwwaﬂeginmwher?
No, sir, Does not inculcate duties dinmetrimllyog}:oud to our duties to government!
She has no rightful claim upon me to conceal the crime of a master mason, murder.and treason
only exce or left to my own election. But when she carries her demands still further, and
when the of a brother is imbued in the blood of some citizen, and she requires concealment,
without exception of murder or treason, it wouldbeummmymuntry,xfllhanldnppﬂﬂ
and uphold her. Ihave broken away from her: it was not done in a spirit of madness and
revenge. I declared my conviction while her followers were assembled around. me, before I
proclaimed them to the world. I asked them to send back their charter, and to become free citi-
zens of a free land. These ﬂ:pou]s were met only expressions of insult and looks
of vengeance. I still followed her with kindness in the public prints, and asked her follow-
ers to examine the principles on which she was built; supposing there might be soms Wio
yet had the candour to look at her real character; and I am g:;py to say there were those who
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did so. I simply asked them to consider, when accused by her enemies of ing treason
and murder, whether in the hour when her temple should {all and bury her in ruins, could
devise the means of escape. Did she return isagi:itoflcind.nm? No, sir; for this simple
demand, was [ hunted down and persecuted. Such I conceive to be the difference of her spirit
from that of anti-masonry; for men who had called me friend—those whom I had reason to
beﬁmmpemdme,tma&myhtmﬁxs. I say, then, can an institution which leads her
me‘?aalhers_inws?uchuu,whoae spirit is that of cruelty and revenge, be worthy of our respect
and allegiance

It is true, that the book of which William Morgan is styled the author in the report just
read, and which he sealed with his blood,—I say, it is s0, that the truth of that book was de-
nied in the same community and by the same ci who had seen Morgan dragged from his
home, never to return, for publi that book. The same citizens who had seen his widow
and orphans left dependant, for no other object (as they testified themselves, to the court, while
pleading guilty of the abduction of Mmgmz‘),ddmntbuofpmmﬁng him from revealing the
secrets of free-masons—those same citizens declare that same book is not masonry! If] then,
she will teach her members to deny the truth, when there are such convincing proofs, will she
not teach them to deny it in every instance? But I ask, sir, in what spirit, and in what man-
ner does she deny the revelations as they now stand before the world? Do they deny, like in-
nocent men? Do her followers, like the followers of truth, take the same measures and course
that others to dispel calumny and abuse on their institution? Has she ever met it in the
face of day? Has she ever been willing to meet and canvass the subjects of the revelation?
No, sir; she has for ever shrunk back into her dark caverns, for the purpose of exciting and
concerting new vengeance and new methods of calumny, to stop the mouths of her opposers.
She has heard, in open court, of the truth of the disclosures: evidence has been introduced to
show that they were true. Free-masons of high standing—men high in life, and in the com-
munity—have stood by and heard witnesses swear to it. If false, why not come forward and
80 swear. If this was a lie, if the book is a calumny, I ask why do they not, at such time, and
on such an mﬁwhnge it to be so? Men adhering to the institution, men who believe
their masonic oa inding, have been called under such circumstances: they have then ap-
peared: the question has been put to them, Is that book substantially true? t was their
answer 7—was it No? No, sir: it was a refusal to testify at all, even when subjected to heavy
ﬁnemdhnpriumunentfornottasﬁfryﬁ. Such is the character of the proof on one side: and
we, who have discarded her, stand y to meet them at any time—we are ready to declare
the truth of the proposition; but she dere not meet inquiry, controlling as she supposes public
opinion, and grasping as she does, to withhold all methods of communication from the i
eye. She supposed that she could silently trample us down, and all our opposition; but the
book has gone forth to the world, and bns{eontesl.iﬁedl.o, by many, and it has not been de-
nied in any such full and public manner as to excite a doubt. Where an dmputehunlzen,
it has not been denied. met, and called upon to prove it false, stands, and must
stand, convicted. It has been here said, in some remarks which have been made, that the pe-
nalty of her oaths were never calculated to be enforced. I will detain you but a few moments
on t. For if there should be any doubt, in addition to the convi proof which has
been offered here, and which no man can deny, who will open his eyes examine it, after
the convincing proofs which silenced the author of the revelation of the three firat degrees, I
will make two or three remarks on the d referred to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania ;
premising, that in every stage, the candidate is required to swear, that he will abide by all the
ancient usages of the society. hiada'g;:e was chosen, and put into their books ; is in all
their books, for the p of telling the manner of execution. It was founded on the death
of a traitor, a man who, from the nature and tendency of the degree, having told masonic se-
crets, and knowhgtheﬁn&lr.y that awaited him, had fled; and Solomon had despatched
measengers to bring him ; but they, in their zeal to execute the penalty, had not waited
till he was brought before king Solomon, to receive sentence, but gave the fatal blow in the
cavern where he was found. lomon is :gremmed, at ﬁral.,paheingnlild;dmplmed; but
after informing them that they must have orders from Jerusalem, the assassins are made the
first men of the and are exalted to its highest honours. It must be referred to Jerusa~
lem. Thisis tory of the remarks of the gentleman from New-York, when remarking
about Morgan confined in Fort Niagara. After the gentlemen had met and consulted on his
murder, and concluded they could not do it that night, they told him, that they must go to
Jerusalem, that in this degree they were to go to Jerusalem for the executioner. :

But the time of the coment.iuneKa.s been sufficienitly spent upon this subject, though an im-
portant one—the corner-stone upon which is built anti- y. For if these obligations be
not true, what interest has anti- to op) them? It 18 now four years since some of
the facta in this case have been before the world; and almost three years, have the remainder
been known. This institution has been arraigned at the bar of opinion, and why does
she not answer? She cannot; she dare not: let her stand, then, convicted. And what an
interest has this convention, what a high and deep interest has all this community, and the
land, if these oaths are true! I ask, then, as free citizens—as people jealous of your libe:
to look at Elder Bernard’s Light on Masonry: read there in these degrees, the foul conspiracy
which she may conceive in her dark caverns, when no eye can be upon her, when no arm can
inflict the penalty. Isay, then, act as becomes free men—as the disciples of thgse who, in
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yonder building, pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honour, in defence of that
mstrument.

en

Mg. Stevens.—Mr. President, before this report is adopted, I shall trouble you for a few
minutes, in statmg the reasons which induce me to vote for its adoption. I consider this the
montﬁnpmuntwmmbe&m this convention, or upon which we shall be called to act.
It embraces the whole foundation upen which the superstructure of anti-masonry has been
built, and is to stand, so long as it shall stand. If the report, with regard to these disclosures,
is true, then we need not call on any man, and ask him whether masonry is to be justified or
not? For I venture to say, all that is necessary in an intelligent community, is, to present to
disinterested men, this proof. If this proof be un ted, and refutation—and the

igations herein disclosed, contain the spirit and the principles of the masonic institution, the

and only difficulty which we have to encounter, is in convincing and persuading men to

ieve that these disclosures are true. & ) P .

I then, briefly to uire into the testimony re convention—to enquire
wheﬁpi':{ m:uq,mony, if tal‘:,;l according to the strictest rules of evidence, according to the

‘inciples of the common law, is sufficient to authorise this body, gravely to passa verdict in
gvour of the and against the institution which it implicates.

I am aware that this discussion will be dry, though I promise it shall be short.. It will be
dry, because it will not be addressed to the fancy or feelings, but to the jodgment, of the triers
of this important question. . oz o .

'What then, sir, 18_the question which we are called on to decide? An institution which
extends over the civilized world, embracing men of every rank, both in office and out of office—
those of high intellectual endowments, and apparently of fair character—this institution is
accused before the tribunal nrmem%:omn country, of being bound together, by the con-
stitution which is developed in E rnard’s revelations of free-masonry. Now 1 admit,
that this isa Iuih and an important one—one that deeply implicates the institution—
and ] am id enough to say that it deeply implicates the ime.gngy, honesty, and moral feel-
ing of men high in life, high in the estimation of Lhmple; and those whom I have been
ta.uﬁ):lt to respect—those whom I should be sorry to e thus implicated ; and unless im-
pelled to the irresistible conclusion, that they are thus bound together, let us reject this report,
nor cast upon these men the imputations which it contains.

Now, t are the rules of evidence, with regard to the decision, which ought to follow from
the testimony? 'When high erimes and misdemeanors are charged upon an institution—and in
the farther ion, I will consider the institution, and not individuals, as placed on trial—
when high crimes are charged upon an institution or an individual, I admit, sir, that glight evi-
dence, rumour, suspicion, suspected testimony or contradictory evidence, should not be suffi-
cient to award a verdict of guilty. For unless the testimony is so clear, as to remove from the
mind of all who try the case, every shadow of reasonable doubt, however strongly we may
suspect, let us not_solemnly condemn—Ilet us pause upon these principles, let us examine the
tesumotﬁy now before the convention and the public, and from which last tribunal, upon this

ere is no a] ;

In the first place there is direct testim all testimony is of two kinds, circumstantial
or positive—either of which, if clear; is cient to condemn—we have the direct testimony
of witnesses who are themselves seceding masons, to the number of about a dozen, who are
now in this conventiorf, and who testify directly to the truth of these revelations; and the
public have the testimony of from five hundred to some thousands, throughout the U’nion, who
testify to the same fact.

Now, this testimony, if unimpeached, either from contradictory testimony, or the nature of
their own-evidence, would be sufficient, in all human judgment, to make out the case in favour
of condemnation ; for by the mouth of two or three witnesses (that is uncontradicted, I take
it for granted) every thing is established.

T'admit, and I propose to treat them with candour, I admit that there are objections made to
this direct evidence, which at first blush strike the mind of the public, and of those who inves-
tigate, as being hard to get over. The objections are contained in the nature of the testimony
itself, and this arises from the intrinsic facts which they disclose.

- In the first place, the fraternity allege, that the witnesses are participes criminis—that the
parties in this transaction are involved in the guilt of this institution, and that, therefore, they
are to be viewed with suspicion—they say, that from the nature of their disclosures, they show
that they are willing to commit perjury ; because the fact of making the disclosures is & viola-
tion of what they admit to be a solemn oath. Here, therefore, and in order that I may not
misrepresent the position thus taken, I beg leave to read from a paper, the argument, noi of
men who have argued this case in the bar-room, or of illiterate men who have not judicial rules,
but the reasoning of a learned judge, who now sits gion the bench—who is presumed to be,

aler, of the western district of Pennsyl-
vania—in the following words : “Itis, however, alledged that masons are false pretenders to
virtues that they never exercise ; and that the disclosures of certain members of the fraternity,
evince a set of principles at war with the duties that every citizen owes to his country and ‘fﬂ!f-
ernment. [t ishardly now nece to inquire, what share of confidence is to be given to those
who, in making disclosures, admit that they are ready to break Lhmu'%h every obligation of
honour, and every moral sanction, for the purpose of attaining their ol jcct.er{t is the fashion
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of the times to confide in the fai and do abundant honour to him who breaks through those
restraints that were once held sacred by the community. ltinhepomliukliehyofmoppo-
nents, that they mark their companionship with infamy, and deduce their claims to confidencs
el s it g o the deteonce, o i mmg"ﬁiu“&:mimum,yt :
15 the argument on m| i
whi{hmbebmught to bear ngnimpmainuituﬁm
Let us now analyse it for a moment, and see how far it is correct. 'The learned jgwdgu says,
theyndﬁthatinnuhngthqdiadm.thuymmdymw through every obligation of
honour, and every moral sanction. Here, in the first %I is & false assumption in point of
argument and fact. These witnesses do not admit that violate the r\Hen' of honour or
morality in breaking their obligations. Let uslook at their oaths, and see if theyadmit it. Those
oaths, if true, disclose a scene of iniquity, which no one can vindicate. mitting that his
honour had taken such an oath as those disclosed, would he be bound in morality to keepit? If
not, then they do not admit that they violate any moral oblisu.tiom by tzei.r disclosures,
Where did the judge learn his rules of ur and morals? Did he learn them in books of
i riters on moral philosophy; or from the Bible? .A.auﬁuri:theknmthu
th now, that noman is
bound hmoqhwhiehmﬂicqwith the laws of his county. A dishonourable oath has no

If his honour has learned his rules from any system of morality, it must be such as is sanc-
tioned in a den of midnight robbers, where, to conceal their %iwdmicnemnrym
® secrecy binhallowed obligations. If he has im| them in any school of
, he must have learned them there ; and there is no honour which is forfeited by such
disclosurés, unless it be that honour which is said to exist thieves, Thus we sée that
scceding masons did not violate any rules of honour or morals, when they published the secrets
of free- to the world. And there is no in the nature of the disclosures themselves
tnir‘:ieuhthmrmoﬁvuutowhutheyndmitby ir discfosures. Then the judge assumed a.
mistake in his argument, when he said, they admit that they have violated these rules. There
ap| 10 be more force in the other clause of the objection. )
witneases were at one time partakers in the crimes of the institution, and they have
now come forward and borne testimony against it. Now I hold, that whenever (independent
of the oaths,) the parties have been associated in iniquity, a disclosure of that iniquity by one
or two men under circumstances h:;rhach cause a n:.;spwmp of uO-;g motives, unless eorroiom.i.ug
circumstances go to strengthen t testimon tit doubt, such evidence ought to
be received mﬁ? mﬁmmwd@d\g’iﬂlsinese;’:plu?gﬂwnmg: o
I will give them the full benefit of this rule. I would consider the institution on trial before
the tribuna] of the public for life and death—all the sympathies of our nature exercised in its
favour; and still, our judgment fail us, sufficient tesmnomemgatopmdm conviction.
Then, admitting that there is some shadow of doubt upon all the testimony of seceders, how-
everh;x-E]; their character might have been before, let us see how it is corroborated. If coming
from mouth of one or two witnesses only, it would be doubted; if coming from Morgan
only, it would be laughed down, and that would be an end of it. " Not one in a million would
have believed it, if confined to that book; but if two or three witnesses only confirmed it, it
would justly bave some weight ; but when you find a host of hundreds of witnesses, coming
farwuéwmmbomteenehmher,indiffemmuuimsdtbewun , with regard to these in-

stitutions, so complicated and varied in their penalties, and all wifhesses ing with
each other, who can fail to believe? Bntir.isﬁ’::achmcmonhemmmhm ; for
we have heard it asserted, and it is 80 asserted, the bar of the people. :

I have no that among seceding masons, where they have increased to a great number,

as in all classes, are sorne whose character iz not the first in society. But when did the
greatma.ss,thegreatnmberof these witnesses acquire their bad character? When investi-
ting a case of this kind, it id necessary to enquire how, and when, and by whom, this was
Enmulﬁ:tahom,andwhel.berizmhuugotn mt.hmthesefewmmhaw These men, up
1o the date of their secession, it is not were bad characters. t we have a _
to inquire, up to that time only. Then they were the honoured members of the institution of
8 virtuous fraternity, according to the accused’s own statement. Up to the time when they
first gave evidence, the masons cannot impeach their credit, because the whole fraternity en~
de their character, and the whole fraternity were responsible for their integrity, up to the
date of such secession. No mason dare say, in a mason's face, that these men were not credit-
ahlen_pmthaztime. Then their character is sustained, by masons themselves, up to the time
ufmrmﬁfy'ﬁ; and it is unimportant what their characters may have become since, or by
w%tm;haeinmnﬂmmm,whid:wmmmm tainted witnesses! (o use ma-

mmm bers of the institution are bound together, by oaths, to secrecy,

most_horrid i ing death in all its moet appalling forms; nothing
wr:uf'ﬁ:uh; there is no gratle, nSI m:ﬁmm‘aﬂdwwm% How does
this corroborate the direct evidence? Inthiswp.yv—mthatmyumfn_nhogmu_m
and distinguishing characteristic of the institution, whether good or bad. t is that which has
fixed the public attention uponitherewfme,_mwni than any u:her_knonquhtyor attribute

:
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“of the 'institution. Omd&drmmhmdlﬂmﬂr.ﬂnhnrdﬁéh;ddive@um
in 1845, states, “that secrecy is a virtue, that it was taught in the as a v -
taught effectually. Isitnot so? is not masonic secrecy acknowledged as a mysterious
drunk, or crazy, he never {ells—does he talk in hisaleep? it is not about masonry. Bribe b
hhimu—m:gthimmhkphambmhammm.” . L
Becrecy i one of the boasted characteristics and virtues taught in the institution. But ho
is it, that the nature of man is thus changed? Take men as the mﬁrmed,hu t&mﬁ#
a i i i iu;ng‘ to tell i next
bour, under a like injunction. If a secret be entrusted to a large number of men, even thy
ﬂw&hdomehpnnubabhﬁlhdea&hhiuordimgnhnpe,letitheq:ul}nud a gra
number of men, and there never was a casé but of the lodge, in which it was not
The common means of enforcing secrecy, is not sufficient: whllumt_lmmnehﬁmmyﬁ
ing of , that human ingenuity a uman powe
could invent; for it is not to be puni trivially, but with death. And this corroborates th
very fact of the nature of their secrecy, and shows that the testimony which they have giv
goes to tally with their conduct in this nstitution.
Ar&:hmmyﬂumwmmehkhwmw&ﬁmogﬁgmm! I'L
over the many supposed masonic executions, execution tchard,
authorofJu:iinandBuz,Forthueﬁ.ctu ight be disputed ; and come to the fact, which »
all know, and no one doubts—the case of William M who did disclose their secrets, an
who was executed by men known to belong to this , and of the degree toexers
thi;lmn.h. ldomtuy,thatifithadnotbeeuﬁuhe_.edindmthememmmu
Wi lﬁwgu.n, by masons, would prove ; |
masonry. Standing it might have been nothing more than the execution of Morgan by
.i.nd.iv"‘if::hwh%‘hn to be masons, and be passed by as an ordinary murder. Bul wha
you take these nlg-um. eath, ¢
closures, such death was inflicted by j as their laws would appoint executior
erl,whl.t_mndidmindisthom—yzajyi: i i

But what further do these disclosures go to show? They go to show that it is a part of i
duty of masons to aid each other in their business, and power, and in exalting them to high

I will not travel out of the record, but treat it fairly. What Is masonry now? “It compriss
menofnnk,weall_);,%andulent,inpoweraidoutofpom,mdthﬂinalmnﬂe[q
plmwhmpomnoflmpwum;anditmprinuamougothﬂdmoﬂhemwg
to the lowest, in large numbers, effective men, united together, and capable of being directed
e&mmmumhulhefmqucmm.imdwn P50 8F
ir orator

And are there no circumsta independent of these, to corroborate? Look around:
though but one hundred thousand of the people of these U

high profi
Out of the number of law judges in the state of Pennsylvania, eighteen-twentieths are masos;
and twenty-two out of twenty-four states of the Union, m:& governesul;{ml.micdl'
magistrates. Al not & twentieth part of the voters of this common and of the
United Btates, are masons, yet they have contrived, by concert, to put themselves into eightess
out of twenty of the offices of profit and power. ldefvyoommdimn this statement.
_Whmghuumhgcammeunimwmmﬁthoﬁw;oriail.humei.hmepﬂl
ciples which have been disclosed are secretly acted upon? And if the latter, is it not a stran
corroboration of the direct testimony of seceding masons ?

Nw.whaxuthaeonntimfmreguhﬂydedmdﬁumlhhmtof&mm !

I say that every man who had arrived at the higher d of masonry, and who
;Hlm,mda{:ﬂw;dofmm,md iered to them ‘at the time of Morgan'
execution—I say, all those of the higher degrees, were accomplices before the fact, in the m
nic f William Morgan. Iam that most masons know nothing about th
mapluoﬁbemmum;mutheykmwnwﬁngofmen]ﬁmu i a.ndri]oﬂ'ﬂ
by the leaders of the order. Therefore that number would not be impli tlon
sorry that it falls t6 lot of man to believe—and, sir, I am sorry for the sake of those whot
Imwt:tnnnwwmmewhudhmwm
and to them, at that time, were implicated as accest

. I go farther, and say, that all, since that time, who adhere to the institution, and lnowi
mmmfomhiwwsmmh:;mwhmmmuﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂummn

What are the further consequences? If these disclosures are true, that we han
bmmmmﬁmnumamhdw;wthTbemammﬂ!?

ar to year, io assemble around the table of the Lord, cannot, be considered,
they adhers to utinn, and uphold it, fit subjects for the communion, and for office; &

L
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if these disclosures are true, if such things are done in the lodge, as the horrid scene of '
Bl o0k el 1011 etvena  pponbing from the buraiag Pk 5 Tepeovciingy 5
as to vens; 8 and re] in
mrﬂuhpqmeuhnmmmmwhmvoiumde the mountains tremble ;
¢ the evidence shews, in my estimation they are more presumptuous than
mylhnmichaﬁhisﬁa{l could endure. Pagans would blush at them, and consign such
n to forever, Slight and trivial, compared with such heaven-braving acts, was the
ng blasphemy, which fixed the eternal vulture on the living vitals of the P! malefactor.
Cap:tbeg.hutl&mpw and this community, will not examine, will not call out with one
unanimous inquiry, whether these things are 50?7 Let them hold out the hand of fellowship
w all those who will repent, and return ; and exclude with a sorrowful, but determined force,

;
£
:

from all of , those who still belong to the institution ; and put them out from all
mmumnnph?ith e holy and the good. b

The report .was adopted.

, 17th Sept. 1830,
vention met twadtj:ummm. Pm’ycrbythellev. Mz. Monsg, of N. J. '

Mge. Warp, of New- 1:.1:5 from the committee o ing masons, asked leave to be dis-
charged from the duty of making their report, on the there was not time during
the session to make ii sufficiently satisfaciory and After some discussion, the motion
was withdrawn.,

" Mz. Amustaone, from the committee, then again submitted the report, amended so as to
mhaoethe&ﬂow? from the “ requisitions to make a good mason” in the “Philo-
wphical Lodge of Knights Adepts of the Eagle or 8un:™—* Behold, my dear brother, what
mmtﬁ&tagaimt,snddeﬂmy,b&ﬁomywmmtotheknowledgeofl.hetrue and
sovereign iness! Behold this monster which you must conquer; a serpent which we de-
test as an idol, that is adored by the idiot and the under the name of RELiGION.”

[The whole of the requisition from which the i.nlipamgeinmken isas follows. “You
must shake off the yoke of infant prejudice i e mysteries of Lfmmigni religion ;
which wﬁp has been imaginary, and only on the spirit of pride; which envies to
command bediﬂ.i:ng\.l.iahi and to be at the head of the vulgar; in affecting an exterior
purity ; which characterizes a false piety; joined to adesire of iring that which is not
muwn,andiaq“ysthembjectofthbemrémde,amlunal le source of many disor-
ders ; which, being joined to gluttonness, is the daughter of hypoerisy, and employs eve
matter to satisfy carnal desires, and raises to these predominant passions, altars upon whi
she maintains, ‘without ceasing, the light of iniquity, and sacrifices continually offerings to
luxury, voluptuousness, hatred, envy, and perjury. Behold, my dear brother, what you myst
fight againat, and destroy, before you can come to theknowledge of the true good and sovereign
bappiness! Behold this monster, which you must conquer; a t which we detest as an
idol ; that is adored by the idiot and the vulgar, under the name of REvricior.”]

Mg. Beanarp said, that agreeably to the resolution, the seceding masons could not
to the truth of any obligation of masonry of which they did not possess a personal know-
ledge. Now, although he had rewivedﬂhemtindubita{hmﬁmyaf{hemmyofﬂm
passage or obligation reported by the chairman of the committee, none of the seceding masons
mmpminglhumnitteepersomll&kmw its truth. They could not, therefore, it.

On motion of Mz. Hopmins, of New-York, the report with this amendment, was now
again recommitted, with instructions to the committee to make it perfect, when time should
!!ermir.n.ﬁm't.'hea.d1 t, and to report to the public. [See the resolution in the Journal]

Me. lnm,ofmnia,ﬁnm committes appointed to consider and report the effect
and bearing of the obligations and ties of masonry on the commerce and revenue of the
United States, moved, in uence of the want of time, that the committee be discharged
from the further consideration of the subject. ‘The motion was carried. i

Mg. SrapE, of Vermont, from the committee to whom the report on the nomination of anti-
masonic candidates for President and Vice President was recommitted,®submitted the same
report, in a more condensed form. The report concluded with the following resolution :
Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the United Btates, o to secret
socieﬁeh:]emin(}olmnﬁunon Monday, the twenty-sixth day of Beptember, 1831, at the
city of Baltimore, by delegates equal in number to their representatives in both houses of econ-
eeeu,with to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of President and
ice Pmm‘i‘;bempponedutthe next election: anid for the transaction of such other
business as the cause of ‘anti-masonry may require. . ;

M&Dmof%midhewuogpmgdmm word * .” Many of our con-
slituents were in favour immediate nomination. He wished the words, “ for the purpose

nominating,” to be inserted instead of the words “ with power fo nominate.”” He moved

t amendment.

Mman,urhusemmi,m ﬁdmmm{ hnd‘m"mtoutend&qm:{m
ventions : much less it impose nstruction to tes was, W it always
should be, in the hands of the ; ] :

Mg, Hovrey, of New-York, said that we ought to adopt no dictatorial style. The spirit
aras the same—it amounted to thie same thing. It was not courteous, however, to seem to
make it obligatory, We had no power to do so. Other things were to be considered for
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‘the benefit of anti<masonry;and it was not discreet for this convention to say what anott

do.
Mr. Marnarp, of New-York, was in favour of giving the “power” but not of imposi
the obligation. ami;htpnuwhurmlmwaplmed;wewuldmtmakelhemcm
mug'jon];nolher ?fnm;n, said there already in_ the of predilectic
. R. DEXTER, was in Y, &
for old parties. Nothing would satisfy our ommime{m but beplutq;expl!m. t was wellkno
that many anti-masons had preferences in favour of the other candidates; and candidy
purely anti-masonic were necessary to keep the party from scattering, -
Mz, Topp, of Pennsylvania, moved, that the resolution be amen striking out all tt
part giving instructions or directions at all. This motion was considered as for an amendm
‘to an amendment. i
He said that from the part he had taken in the cause, no one would doubt his devotion
the princi or his ardent desire, for the final success of the'l:n{;mHe thought that a ¢
‘“ﬁi‘éﬁh pmpluwm ‘“'“‘m th;.;:]ndg,ar;;‘liwptgopleal ”,‘::t&?‘
which the e, not we, were to n the one, t
‘right of instruction. He was a republican, and believed that the representative was bound !
the known will of his constituents. 'Why, then, not recommend a convention, and let t
people give those whom they may send, the necessary instructions? Events t transpi
which would alter the political aspect of affairs. No one could tell what grow o
* of the coming elections, in New-York, Pennsylvania, and the Western States. Let this «0
vention, however, determine as it might, he would acquiesce in its decision. But he kne
that his constituents were in favour of no instructions to them from any convention. Ti
rigs:.e theyplmedth to themselves, and wolzlrd never l'l.lrl‘el:}arlt}.‘ ﬁz&mmm reln
to e, without assuming a power of instruction, of right ing to their constit
ents. EFl,m new convention he befl:ved, without detracting at all from the merits of th
would be equally competent to carry into execution the ’s will ; it would come fre
from their ranks, and could act under instructions on thia very subject. Let us, then, reco
mend that a convention assemble at Baltimore, to consult and deliberate upon the great int
ests of anti-masonry, and let the e instruct its members what to do. ;
Mg. Tergry, of Connecticut, said he understood the resolution differently, He agreed wi
l.heii:—m.lemm from Pennsylvania inhis principles, but thought that they did not apply tothe ca
Stevess, of Pennsylvania, was opposed to the amendment. “He thougil. it woul_dl{
an extinguisher upon the party. It had said that we have sinister objects in view.
amendment would strengthen the suspicions. He thought therc was more meant than mv

the eye.

MZ Inwin, of Pennsylvania, said it was not his intention to have entered into a discussia
but he was under obligation to do so. He was fully sensible of his own feeble energies, an
that it would be more becoming for the youngest member of the convention to s

Jinstruction and imbibe wisdom, h{ listening to the venerable gentlemen who surrounded his
than to offer views of his own. i ime
convention is precious, but I am forced into this discussion by the obligations which I
under, to express the sentiments of anti-masonry in that section of the country where I resid

I hold in. my hand a paper, embracing resolutions passed ata meeting in Pittsburg, Ma
15th, 1830. This meeting was represented as being the largest anti-masonic meeting vt
held in that section of the country. Asa delegate to this convention from that section of th
country, I feel it my duty to these resolutions. The resolutions at that meetin
cnjoineti on the delegates, the duty of carrying these resolutions into effect under thesc circun
stances. [The President here informed the gentleman that it would be out of order torea
the resolutions of any maeﬁl:g, except that by which the gentleman was appointed ; but b
_was at liberty to proceed with his remarks.]

Ibe&lleave to made a statement respecti ublic sentiment in that part of the count
From the time mﬁ;mr&ﬁm appeared in W estern Pennsylvania, I have associated and co

with the friends of the cause; and without premd.mil:o infallible_accuracy,
believe I have ascertained the wishes and sentiments of that snrl.of country which Ilr:r'
sent.. That populous country, com the congressional htﬁm&mw b
y, that they

my worth in the early this business declared ‘would sho
B ook Vrords A theif metioas, tha thalr were political, and that they were dete
mined to exercise the elective franchise. hen, sir, it was urged by our opponents, and th

charge was lﬂom:d,l.hﬂweware:a::gtounkewob ions to the order bear o
_politica, we met at the threshhold, and ed that we wi toawumpliahl&hm

Butthat we claimed for its support the co-operation of all good men, and the loversd
their country. The arts of disputatious politicians were lost ; they endeavoured to raise 2 ]
about persecution, and excite public sympathy, but it was in vain; nothing could draw i
thonest yeomaury from the stand which they had taken. They were for applying & correcti
to the evil at once. &quw&nmmmmtu&hhmw&mdmhgﬁy,wdm
on hastily, 'We have discussed subjects of less moment, and on whichk we have made up oV
minds. [Here the speaker was ln'.n:llt.n)oﬂiﬂrbyagvalll.lemn.l‘lt'm:nMa.u.ml:lnmm-l,'lll
‘moved the previous question, He was, however, informed by the President, that the gentt
man who had the floor was perfectly in order and at liberty to proceed.] ‘The speaker resuned
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Now I believe it to be a duty which was expresaly enjoined on me by my constituents ; and
although I am the youngest member of this convention, and although the gentleman ite
may not wish to hear me talk, I shall take the liberty. I was going on to say, when I was
interrupted, that nothing could draw the dpnople from the stand which they had taken. No,
sir, they could not be g:ovo and would not be coaxed to cute. To the fraternity they
rulers in a secret government, you shall not rule over us. Qur re
lican institutions shall be open to the But your legislation, and the execution of your
laws, is hidden in midnight darkness. We hold conclaves of the lodge, and secret bodies
of men, as bad schools to learn political integrity ; butas it is the only corrective they intended
to they wished toapply it to the fullest extent. They are therefore anxious that the
'Ummslawlmytgkoudecidedﬂandinfnwofpoﬁﬁml anti-masonry. The hue and cry
has been raised, it will be raised again, that we are in favour of proscription. But the ery
scarce had any effect, except on the timid and uninformed—it is said now to affect them. The
people will understand that Lha{'hham as a right to withhold their suffrages from one
class of men as from another. ey would not sanction the proscription of monarchists or
aristocrats ; but if they ask for office, the people will not trust them with political power ;
mdhmddng&eﬁrwﬂdMnglJ;andsoltiswithmgardwselﬁshm ing free-
masonry. Now, Mr. President, ough it is my opinion that it is the wish of the anti-
masonic party generally throughout the United States, and I believe it to be the wish particu-
larly of anti-masons in Westarn Pennsylvania, that this convention should nominate can-
didnl.e;,nandllauly indulged the same wish; yet for the sake of unanimity, I shall
cheerfully submit to the views of this convention. Let me observe, I think it a duty to our-
selves, to our y and our country, to declare publicly and openly, that we consider it a dis-
qualification for any office in the gift of nfr?;'})eaple,mbembjectwagovemmem not recog-
nized by our laws and constitution. One word more, and I have done. _
_ I must say that I was much astonished to hear a gentleman confess, that he was for the first
time to be informed that we met here for any political purpose whatever. I humbly conceive
that we meet here for no other than a political “‘:5‘”" 8ir, we are a political party—we
are not personally opposed to free-masons as lmrnr uals, because that might be, and fairly
would be, considered proscription ; but we are opposed to the masonic institution, mﬂ:ﬁ
it dangerous in its political te subversive of our private rights as citizens,
destructive to morality and religion. In this our opposition is, as it should be, political. Tv
eXpress our sentiments at a proper time—to correct the growing evil, and warn young men
against the Lﬁnmmstzrofm uity, still wreaking with human blood, we must
go to the ballot-box, and there withhold our s from those who hold allegiance to a tyrant
more-g!e:mucthandwoneowglurwmmoppowdiulﬁﬂ,mdbyop which they
securéd the sacred independence which we are here assembled to fortify against the secret foes
of freedom. Mr. President, I am done. I am sorry if I have trespassed upon the time of this
convention, but I trust its members will be satisfied with the motives which impelled me.

The previous question being called for and sustained by the convention, the question upon
Mz, Toop's amendment was putand lost. The question then recurring upon Mn. DexTER's
Imendme::lo{to strike out the words “with power”) was put and carried. The resolution
was then 'Ftedinlhsfoﬂowingworda:

Resolved, That it is recommended to I.he'}:eople of the United States, opposed to secret
Ddﬁl.ie%:f meet in convention, on Monday, the twenty-sixth day of September, 1831, at the
city of Baltimore, by delegates equal in number to their representatives in both houses of
congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of President and Vice
President, to be supported at the next election; and for the transaction of such other business
a3 the cause of anti- may require.

Adjourned to 4, P. M. At 4, the convention reassembled. ;

Mz, WairTrLEsgT moved a resolution, author; the national committee of correspondence
to open a ence with candid members of the fraternity on the subject of secret socie-
ties, and to their answers with their consent. '

A motion to strike out the word * candid,” was lost.

MRg. Steveys objected to the resolution. It would lead to controversy, and that was not the
o!ﬁ';c;of the convention. They were collectively invited to quit the institution by the Address
‘l;i ?Vh‘“me'nid,' seemed to be forgotten that th bers of the ic fraternit;

R. WHITTLESEY it to e mem| masonic fre ¥y
were members of civil society. Many of them had the same, or nearly the same, views on
the subject, with anti-masons, and he entertained a strong hope that the >  con-
templated would elicit much good, and would induce many masons to surrender their allegiance
to the fraternity. He was in-favour of saving them. .

Mg. Stevens thought there wasmors in the resolution than met the eye. The members of
the convention had gone far enough in putting their names to a moat able address to the people
of the United States, in which the fraternity were generally and affectionately invited to come
out from among them. Anti-masonry stood on broad ground ; and he was npﬁned to egs

ing in particular correspondence with any individual in the fraternity. He thought it
mﬁgﬂe the cause. He seemed office-seeking masons -a

to think 'it impolitie to give
chance of thus promoting their selfish views.
Ma. BoiLzav exprossed the same views,



134 DEBATES.

On the resolution for opening & correspondence with candid masons,

Ma. Sraps, of Vermont, said that whatever doubts he might have entertained with regaxd 1
the expedi of bringi furmxdmchan-olmiﬂuthiumm,dwmoonld,n-wpedmhgm
be none with regard toits adoption. For one, said Mr. 8. I am unwilling to bear theimputatio
which will follow its rejection,—the imputation of-hrinkgngh.ﬁ:m the which the coz
templated correspondence may involve. Anti-masonry, sir, has nothing to fear from investig:
tion, It is the very element of its existence, as are secrecy and mystery that of the mason
institution. T

‘We have, Mr. President, been charged with aiming, not to abolish the institution of firex
masonry, but rather to put its members under the ban of proscription, that we malx:ngra
the offices and honours of the country. 8o far isthis, sir, from being true, that the whol
tendency of our efforts is to strip the institution of its borrowed robes, exhibit it in its trv
character, and dissolve the charm by which it maintging ils empire over the minds of its member
It isnot enough to array the community against it—not enough to make it the object of popul:
indignation, or to achieve a triumph over it at the ballot-boxes. Anti-masoury can never ceas
iﬁt:de ts while there remains a singl eullllummgel; ;.nmmsd iniutolll.m Bn‘,l:‘mhr:tdlng

to wait for the finale of masonry, till time shs ve ggrept from the stage of li
men who now belong to the institution. I would havethmn'nﬁg‘uimml.dy invited, and earnes
ly urged, to abjure their allegiance to it, and abandon it for ever. Come, let us reason e
is an appeal which, [ am sure, they cannot all resist. Indeed, sir, there are, I am en
many, very many, who do really desire to come out, and want but the opportunity which sucl
an invitation as that which is contemplated by the.resolution upon your table, would furnist
Make such invitation a part of your system of operations, and I cannot it myself to doub
that masons will soon be seen flocking in great numbers to your 3 .

There are, it should also be observed, some sections of our country which are yet in almos
total darkness, on the subject of masonry. ‘There is not in New-Hampshire, or in Maine, or i
one of the States south of the Potomac, a single press devoted to our cause, or that will freel)
gxblidﬂhetm and the whole truth, concerning it! Now, sir, | wish masons in thos
I:'in uwﬁaﬂnry,whmpﬂl;dgmwiﬂylgnmembjmtoflheir institution. There are,

oubt not, many among them, w ill freely respond to respectful inquiries concerning it

as ) exp’yeuinmgudwit,meirdoddeddimp tion and their determination to re
nounce it. “We want to save them from masonry ; we want their influence to save others
from it, and accelerate its downfall. Those ions of the coun nowmduhwu,m)ghl
thmbanoimauigaﬁm.mdmthe lishment of presses which should aid them in is

Every view which I can take of this subject presents to my mind strong nts in favour
g_the resolution ; and I cannot refrain from an expression ofmyumamthat it may

Me. Inwaw agreed with his colleague from Pennsylvania, that there was more in this reso-

lution than met the eye. This was not the way in which anti-masons it Pennsylvania had
- met the fraternity.

Mgz. Sewarp said, he thought the two gentlemen from Pennsylvania had suffered them-
selves to be excited into an unnecessary apprehensiveness on this subject. No one who knew
the zeal and labours of the mover of this resolution, could suspect in offering it, he was
governed by sinister designs. . In New York, and in the eastern _states, such an in ol
sentiments with candid masons was a favourite mode of promoting the cause of anti-masonry.

Maz. Hawna, of Ohio, objected to the resolution.

Mz. Prevrs could not for a moment doubt the motives of any member of this convention in
moving any proposition. He had full confidence in the national committes of correspondence;
and he moved the reference of the resolution to that committee.

Ma. WarrrLesey withdrew the resolution. He said that if any one member objected, it
was motive enough for him to withdraw it. -

Mz. SLapk, of Vermont, moved a resolution on the subject of raising funds in the
md.mm gratuitous dissemination of intelligence &c.—He said that the resoluti
he had just ed was to him by the report made yesterday on the state of the press.
‘That report exhibits a state of facts which may well excite our earnest attention. g

The inatitotion of masonry is extended over the whole of the United
probably about 100,000 of its population, and is sustained by the influence of wealth, of talents,
and of station. Its principles have excited to the commission of crimes of the most atrocious

; while it successfully interposed its power to shield the of them
from the claims of criminal justice. Aninvuu&:' tion of the principles of the institution—
such an investigation as will enable the people of the United States to pass their definitive sen-
tence upon it, i1s demanded by every consideration connected with the safety of our citizens,

and-the permanency of our free institutions. This investigation can be carried on onl mw\ﬂ
the medium of the press ; and to that have thepoopharighttolmkm-l.hnumhfm
whole truth, upon & which so deeply concerns them. ’

Now, sir, what is the state of the press in the United Btates? Of nearly 1000

there are but about 135 whose columns are open to the truth on the subject of masonry! Itis
nol my Mr. President, to comment at length upon this state of things. 1 will only
allow f to say that it exhibits an extent of masonic influence over the press, which pro-
claims the gigantic powerof the institution in language which none can misunderstand,
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' Shall this state of things continue? Shall the people remain longerin darkness on the sub-
'wtofmnmry? Bir, we have assembled to answer these questions with a decided negative.

© have come together to investigate the principles of the masonic institution, and look into.the
facts connected with the a of those prineiples. t how are we to gain access to the
Eophof the United States? How are we to spread before them the result of our inquiries?

ow are we toact on pinion, and give it a right direction in regard to this subject?

out every state the ings of this convention, and other means of sty Bl o4
CAD resist.

lish which will become t fountains of hght. It is by this that such a
nmm"hmboewinthpe'mmwpqrplmdm niudSm-,by ugmm'demmdadbyﬁw
t claims of anti-masonry. Let private liberality, in the true spirit of anti-masonic benevo-
go forward, and free preases will assuredly follow in their train. Such, I am confident,
will be the result in Vermont ; and such, I doubt not, will be the result, every where.

All mmm.Mmemhmadwtdwm
should not only be worthy of its n¢ and generous bm.ndnt:dtomt, and over-
m%wwnumwmﬁ &am&m I.hntwaaor?mhud-
ing with a weal a powerful fraternity, who are capable, in various wa; exerting
isagrm]muolmgdnpuld‘thcmwy. Weho'howmudltheirmy;;pondaﬁlhl

puccess upon the su ‘ignpfﬁuinqm;mdho‘wmdy'tho_ud'ﬂmwhul@
ouring to sustain the institution, are, to evary effort to arraign it at the bar of public

nion. .

To meet, successfully, such an array of in a manner becoming the cause in which
we are willrzciuiranu'iﬂmyof n:mymﬂm ‘They must be made— They
will be irit of anti-masonry, is a spirit w] will never shrink from
them. It will not sh sir, because it is the spirit of freergen,

nant at the efforts which are made to suppress it. And what freeman can fiil to feel

nant when he sees the leading members of & powerful fraternity, labouring in concert,
out the whole country, to muzzle the and conceal from the public view, and shield from
i i principles and practices of their institution? Where is the freeman who
prepnmdwnﬂmiﬁrlﬁ:nﬂy,mmehamwnf inga as this? Look at it, sir! Masonry must
not be investigated ! is is the doctrine—no matter how groundless may be its pretensions—
how its imposture—how treasonable its princi) how black its crimes—all—all is
-m&nhhhl A national intellect invigorated by the spirit of freedom, grasps at every
thing—investigates every thing. No association of men, no measures of government—no act
of any public man, can escape. E:z“ meets its penetrating and feels its resist-
leas t be protected—defend

rded, inst its eacrilegious intrusions into her sanctuary. .
= (LisState of things ia not to bs endured, -The truth must, and will have free couse.
Thepwplembﬂming,inml,to' uire wherefore masonry should not be brought out .
and examined in the broad day-light of truth. It is to meet and gratify this spirit of inquiry,
that I have brought this resolution. Itdmmmmu,aouwlf{meﬁ'euto,
.private liberalit ,ﬁr;hepurpaedmmungme truth to the people of the United States,
untthaymyybawuhladtopm sentence of approval or condemnation upon the
masonic mstitution. .

A resolution was ado] for the publication of the whole proceedings of the convention, in-
cludi ofmrse.dnmoﬁimdn of committees on resolutions referred to them,
Mr. nrmuhud.l.hstﬂu'i:oﬂd‘ y be stereotyped.

A resolution of thanks to t of the convention, having been moved and adopted,
as mentioned in the Journal,

Mz. Graxoxe made his acknowledgments in & few impressi uddﬁ:ﬂnt remarks,
in the course of which he said that the dutiea of the chair rendered light by the mag-
nanimous conduct of the convention, and by the correct deportment of the citizens of this con-
fessedly poli city, who had attended ita deliberations. . .
mm;h.mﬁmwmmmwumv”mmm

The convention, after prayer from the Rev. Ma. Beanar, adjourned, sine dic.
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mﬁﬂmnngnrhmmmcd in arevised form, too lale fi+ wnaertin
in their proper place.

who i
ﬁ:rthehgln have nponthuluh Inl!udetothmgmdm formerl b
“:ch institution. Tmeﬁ sir, that the outrage, violence, e_nmo’i" 1l

ye

parative darkness. lthuhesnbythoumtedeﬁ‘omaf&nuwhohnw felt it their duty|
wecede, ther with others of our committess, that the present information is now [
public. ﬁelhmdmmkemaaeknowledgmenb—nnduemtbmgwﬂm

It is due to this convention to explain in soms detail the thousand reasons why farther fad
have not been elicited, as stated in the report. |
‘The report commences the origin of the transactions in relation to William Morgi
At Batavia, in the western part of the state of New- York, the first act, relating to this subjs
was committed, which put at defiance the laws of the state. 'With the seizure of Mr. Morgt
commenced the history of this tragedy, but with the termination of the life of that man, i
facts to be produced will not be terminated. The report elludes to violent expressions, but|
ha-mbwnw!dwbatthnym I will mention a few. It was mentioned b h masal

in the neighbourhood of trage, men of the first respectability, that the alluded toi
the ahouldheumd,mdshou!dnaw&'mtthepub}rc;eyc,lfnmthmhm
leem«mhook,m?fmm“hﬂ momen hmwmwi
o were t little t. man was
du%thLhemotl at the dark hour of midnight,
ey to perpetrate an outry
on that which is -tledlhe umoft.hehbanyofo\lr‘nmtﬂ whngrlm
hundred masons ﬁymlamutdfonymﬂuwm ed, at :mgwg
hour, in the village of Batavia; so strong fears they of the laws upon their mix

80 convi ‘were they o meumcummhty,mmutheahodswhwhlhoymnhnm

assawit would be defended, that in a fright they abandoned their project, and sought e hidia
place from the light of day.

This was not all, sir; after this each resorted to his home—time was given for concert-

m&mndmes.mdmudmdmmuddmmumudmthemm Whi

on ﬂzMmeWMmmwbmt upon the box of the o

riage,
nothemdugurheangagadwmdommqhmnﬂad—mdlwuhewryomhohwm
—*“They never shall retake Morgan alive.
lewadachmmofMpummmmmmtwmmmmwm
-1 now pass to Canandaigua.
‘When M was in jail he remarked to a fellow-prisoner, while Lawson was

effocting his ense,“f mnshoubdbemynn.[wmldmtgxmmudtformyhfe.
he got to the door of thew single whistle t to their assistance the ruffian ban
that carried him away. henl.haygmhlmto he cried murder, but they carr

him to the back part of the ; and one single knock upon the curb of a well bro
“earriage in waiting. W'hendnywem mcﬁng from the pil-uepwthceauinge,mu



ealledonnhv:lm“ Bruce, for a carriage. It is a matier worthy of ob-
i saw wn u
j{ing;andwhunwilhinahomfgrz-mdu mmw%’mmm - od on
foot. the iz memorable declaration was made,—*We wgtﬂ_ﬁw
.vascal who has been disclosi secrets of free.masonry.” While stopping at the at
an made some noise, and it was understood to be a call for some water. At

fort, Bruce said to Gtiddins, *Let us have some water for the poor wretch.” These were
,epiﬂmuthsy:giodwtkkvim‘m. -'They crossed the river, and Bruce and King
the
to

E

y found two or three brethren, and came back again. At
' hmd@m@hmm%ntwmarwt:}m
Ppriso; treating me kindly.' to ent, u;
| pain of death. _.m- u&mw&mmdmmnmpﬁ
| said, “ or you are & dead man.”
to mkhimtnﬂnmlgmm,nl:lnﬂlﬂedwdhimm
. It may be a matter of curiosity to describe what kind of & building this magazine is. The
.Sonw{uheﬁlmnhndmd,ww by two themeak.mm,‘mdtheqlhu_a
; man. ‘The building is of stone, some forty or fifty feet in length, tb.lﬂ.yl.ofm:zwnde,lnd
from six to ten foet thick. was no aperture except the door and
two windows, which were fastened on the outside. It was here that this man was
. incarcerated. He was deposited about three or four o’clock in the ing of the 14th of Sep-
.tqnbe:héMMdnya ledﬁrthamnalhlmm t:_lf!.hel'n)yal"ha arch at Lewiston,
at

il

§

3
:
1

the benevolent chapler at Lewiston. .

Mmymlhdr ﬂ-om.hlrm%t;ma @mﬁﬁ&ﬂﬁ%hdmmm
promoted his interest by drinking at his houss freely. company con|

omelmn’dock,whmhwnfoundthatbmmmnimdqfdpwhpl& heae seven
consulted upon the isty of inflicting the penalty ; each and all ‘fell in with the sentiment,
that he had forfeited hin life : there was no contrariety of opinion-—and their duty as masons
237 o i sont an P, o e ion, S, foum Morgea, Hlo bt oot
The high priest, for he was at this time high priest, having that day been installed—hav-
ing on breast-plate, and “ Holiness to the Lord,” inscribed in front—this was the
Mummmmmmmmzmummm
your obligation—prepare to meet your God—for you have but



execution. They moreover devised a how to do it wi It was to take
hnmmm-gmmmammm-m would he seen no move. T

mmm.mlmm.c‘u of the advice of an old
friend, fell in the rear. Onlmn;nlhod,,’ says, “ I am to go with if
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ible to show that it was right that he be executed. Eenotonl&.mudh,bm

it. A controversy, however, arose, and became somewhat warm; the keeper was
i putﬂ‘:%‘themwduth;amﬂﬁ-h;Adnmwnlmehnhm:mnmhuwm
jecti contest arose to such a height, that a personal combat had nigh taken

At this tims the high priest said, “ How dare you advocate such doctrines in our presence ™
aningdursufthemaﬁir,‘ihh igh priest direeted the to be given up to Adams,
who would memhmmmhaahgn Giddins said, “ Well,  am néw from this
matter.” So much doubt had been expressed that the execution was deferred. .
A::ldnnmminodﬁum BﬂGﬂdm‘:mw not so farnluaed.,u:n that he raltin:madaid-
i assisting in keeping man, opposed to executi sentence. provided
gmryiml,&a.ud.&m-mm:hdwlh admnm:r:‘ﬁm. On the evening of the
lfwxm,mmmmmemmwwmwmm

boat, to clear hi from further interference in the matter. He remained till
the S1st of mber, during which time an impenstrable veil covers through which
nothing has been yet di nor will be discovered, unless there should be some valuable
accessions of ing masons.

seceding
Giddins ing back, asked the in of the steam boat if the pri was still there?
S s riess

;

gL

Thereplywm e will write no more books.” 'When he arrived at
E-mned,h:ndul::im hn?mlhem "a;:d Mhiliapnﬂioﬂns. l:|.i?r|;h“mmIl
“ man, ve W are not
M;Vahummmim'er,thu was murdered on the 18th of

Begtmher, 828.
he people in that neighbourhood were entirely ignorant of all these things. [ mean the
uninitiated. Most of the masons who attended the installation were acquainted with the fact

discredit it. The seeming impossibility, that in a country settled

Niagara, we felt w
!ibet_ma man could be taken from Canandaigua in the way that he was, and deposited as
‘deseribed, without our hearing of it, rendered the thing i i The previous reports had

been, that Morgan had been carried to Hanford’s landing, the ‘where Hubbard him
down. We supposed, at first, that he was carried across lekeﬁﬂomthamg::h

‘When the facts came to our kmowledge, as citizens, we felta deep interest in su; i
laws and discountenancing the ; not that we knew any thing of Morgan E ﬁmg‘l
but to vindicate the laws, we stepped forward and to i uinofowmﬁbuw‘,“ i

through this place (0 fort Nisgears 7

s L e g nte
3 reports it was inf to ati i i The result that
every man that had not submitted himself to the ﬂﬂm,hidhilhmd i
heart and said, Can it thus be, that the first men in the community have been i
wickedness? You must not, cannot, inquire whether a has been i

land and concealed. Yes, such was of
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i I to be and had the hovoar to be upon this committee, We
o};pﬂ:: duty, ”.!t.'hepe‘zghloob:uwmﬁr' ion ; and with the combined
commitiees as the report forth, we our t.
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returning from that place, we met at Lewiston, and gave an invitation to man'
the surrounding coun ,mformiﬁm&huthmmgl‘wdmmbhdm to
ascertain the facts in ion to Morgan’s being carried through that place to Niagara.

sooner was this notice given, than a vast concourse of masons was assembled, not to give in-
Mntipnw%whnhwddmbktbeummimmmod,bmmmghuwm

)

and drive from the spot the gentlemen who had con
I am sorry to state the fact, but it was among the first inhabitants of the v in which I
reside, that we found the most inveterate and insolent opposers. Not only di molest

and hinder individuals who were inquiring after simple facts, but one man came into the room
and extinguished the light. It was thought that something violent would ensue, but it turned

l:)n}ooki.nﬁhB ﬂfo@m:lsnthem i w?;aﬂmx::mm {thanwe looked to &
grand j i Bruce was eriff, man to select jury. You might pursue any
mnroo;‘mﬁw result was the same—the judges were masons. %wthanmﬁmof&p
county of Ni ‘We intended to have done something at the January term, 1837 ; for it
had not en our conceptions, but what if men were in possession of facts, they oome
fmmﬁdmm;ﬁhﬁwcmmm. = P
In April term of our terminer, a complaint was against Eli Bruce,
nbdnct'xadofWﬂlmm% ltmm.hmru,hm%jmmbld,w
there were but two men with' whom we could intrust the papers | ing the affair. To these
men the committee resorted ; they framed certain written questions w| were handed over
to them; and they agreed that when masonic witnesses came before the grand jury, these
questions should be put and answered. 1 regret to say, that one of these two recrean
mmuﬁuuemhnm-in:ﬂahmmm jury, out of nineteen or twenty, who da
to come forward and face frowns of majority, and ask a question upon the subject.
Thess witnesses, before they went before the jury, met and held a consultation as to what
answers should be given to any questions that should be put; and the resolution—I kmow not
what other name to call it—but the horrible resolution was, We will say we kmow nothing
t William Morgan or his abduction. Such was the resolution, and the answer.
‘When



‘When the complaint was pending against the accused, the foreman of the grand jury retired
from the room ; he who was sworn to execute the laws impartially. He was seen refiringto a
o chamber, in consultation with the accused. I witnessed that, which shook my conf-

was i confession materially implicating E

‘When he had answered that question, he was told to retire. Amnngfur_mthenm&:nd

imtroduced three orfour withesses to im| the of the last. 'This game was played

ol'lguaa;l&?m,unlbq by this false and foul practice, in the
¥ witness.

In this gloomy affair, I felt that it was more likely I should be presented, than that the
accused would.  The report states that, after winding up the proceedings of this grand jury,
with a view to rebut the statement sent to Clinton, they came out with another state-
ment, and forwarded it to him, declaring there was no shadow of evidence that Morgan
was taken through that county. Here we saw the laws successfully put at defiance; and
mm«mqhﬁq&hﬂai:‘untyn{Nummm '0 Ontario county be

the praise given, of indicting the conspirator, and ishing almost all the others.
at Batavi tmm&mmmvﬂddmmmr;bntmmm:m-
viction in via, Monroe, Orleans, or Ni for the abduction of I 1 Not one.
‘We abandoned the idea of doing any to enforce the laws in m.mtyomeg;u.
We had petitioned the legislature for aid ; they were pretending that semething should be done,
but éntending that wothing should be done. "A speaial officer was appointed to visit the coun-
ties and asmst the prosecutors. This officer entered on the discharge of his duty, and procured
"fxmb"bf' : how could he indictments, when they could not be procured
ma asked, procure indi W ng pre-
ﬁmdy.yThehwmpeeﬁngth_ldu&mofgund mh?knnkgnd,mt?ﬂt_hzwuﬁ
h;umemanmgnljmuhm-m This officer prosecuted his duty, till it pleased
the authorities of the state of New-York to remouhip:ﬁ'oml.heapg:mtmem,mdmtmduce
some man who was not so extensivel uainted with the facts. ‘That officer entered upon
i i ivi mﬂu '?-hindunry,mwaﬂ i t.ol.heeonvict::ona{
some of the members of the fraternity ; when, on making a report to executive thereon,
i ic instituti -dnoﬁyimplicued,hewupnhﬁclyimulwdinthem
of the ture. His report was treated with contumely, and that report never ap in
the official gazette of the state. Some portions of it were published, not calculated to bear

Whm%mpﬂﬁdyhﬂﬂhﬂ,qnﬂhhoﬁdﬂmmmiﬂ@ﬂhhtheﬂmﬁved
the state, whose duty it was to enforce the execution of the laws, were disclosed to the counsel

the high standing of that counsellor, just selected to fill a
station of such magnitude, nay, would it have been right for him to submit to that indignity ?
No, sir. He comes out to the world states, you have treated your faithful with in-
dignity, and have disclosed confidential information to the accused. "'We ask, then, can you
bring men to justice under such circumstances ? I will retire from the station, said the inde-
ﬁnﬂwunﬂnﬂmmyhkeo&ulnddiﬁomt—lwmmlmgwmtuyourwn
is was honourable to the man. '

. 'The appointment of counsel, as I before reraarked, never was intended to lead to the convie-
tion of these men. 'When it was discovered that he was likely to effect that object, they took
means to. dismiss him indirectly, and to induce the public to believe it was done in faith.
In a short g ofmanmruueﬁmdudmd&utoﬁoqmdw}mm ¢ done by
him ecan only be surmised by what has been

I fear I shall be tedious, but I must mention a few important facts in relation to the trial at
‘Niagara. The late trial of Ezekiel Jewett, who had the care of the magazine, came on at a
special court appointed for the purpose. A high judicial officer, one of the bench of the Supreme
I ﬁ:henumrfﬁ-’?wm aat?i .l.nl-’.thn : &mml&enﬂ 2
t was ent of sev witnesses, & total exemption i t the
accused. e judge said, if he could not punish the defendants, he could punish the wit-
nesses.

The trial came on, and exhibited one of the most singular spectacles ever seen in a court of
jostice. It was not enough that three or four counsel came forward to defend the accused, as
the laws permit, but the witnesses also had. counsel, and from time to time, as questions were
put to them, these witnesses retired for consultation with their separate counsel.

Is this a court of justice? At least it exhibited a new course of proceeding. A question
would be put by the prosecuting officer. The witness would object to answering it. Time
was consumed in the question ; then the counsel for the witness would rise and object,
that the answer ve a bearing against him, and would proceed to show how and where:
mmwmof_mmﬁngnﬁndd%m

Onthistgln‘::mmmwu;‘mﬂnd,m 'tputﬁlofl.he country. All the
facts stated in report respesting Morgan’s being carried to Niagara, were substantiated
fully. The only means of escape was, that no testimon appnrodd.irecﬁ?hnpliuting]’e’weu
in the transaction, and bringing it home to his ledge that oulgmwuwnﬁned
in the magazine, The testimony was much same as that on the trial at Canandaigua.
Isaac Farewell had been twice before sent for as a witness, and by the exertions of the commit-
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refused ; the law was laid down to him by the judge, but he refused to answer three, four, or
five different questions, on the express grc that it would criminate hi as an

in the murder of Wilham Morgan. testimony was wrenched from him with great diffi-
culty : the and contortions of the man ed that conscience was at work. The
judge remarked, “If you answer in this way without its being true, you commit perjury.” On
another occasion he said 1o one of the witnesses, “I fear you have more regard for the defendant
than you have for yourself” Such is free-masonry in its naked deformity. These men had
nearly all occupied high stations in society, and the result was, that al the testimony was

ted.

Imighthnummﬁonz’dmuhnrmmn:li":,&. Aj.:lq;ormm]]sdw,butob' to on
account of his being a mason. The juror was asked to answer this question, “ s there any
thing in the laws ywrilﬂituﬁon,whinhwillpunid:amﬂrh&sﬁng i tona
l.rg:itor?" He gave a negative answer, and for that, among other reasons, juror was set
aside. -

‘There are many other facts and circumstances which I might mention, to show the princi
of&ee-mmnrywyhthenmainaﬂ of the world. P

It is mentioned in the report, that these masons experienced the sympathy of the order. Eli
Bruce was called up, and refused to testify ; and although under the sentence of the law upon
a previous conviction for this ouf yet the house where he lodged was thronged by masons
passing to and from his lodgings. 1t g] like a constant levee. R

Another circumstance: It is mentioned that William King escaped from Cantonment
Towson, and returned to Ni Yet that whose guilt was established by man
witnesses, immediately after he returned, i a notice in the papers, that he, Wil-
liijng,hadmtmedtothemntyofﬁiammd if any one had business to transact
with hi hemmndytowaitt:g:nﬂ:em!

And what was the conduct of the brethren towards him? They assembled about him, en-
circled him, visited him, drank with him, and toasted him, and most kindly sympathized with
him. So much were they encouraged, that the meetings of their chapter, which had been_for
a considerable time suspended, were now revived. This, however, was of short duration.
Since then, that chapter has been as still as,the house of death; and I hope it will ever re-
main so.

Turner was convicted of contumacious conduct, and put into the jail of Niagara. The firat
act they did after he was lodged in the cell, was to procure for him certain articles of luxury
and elegance, with which he was complimented.

There is another fact, which should excite a blush of shame. Young ladies, the daughters
of masons, assembled and went to the prison, and visited the young man, while he was im-
WWMnhismuphod,nmndumdewuf and, with a coach and

drew up to take him from the jail to a public house. Thus ended that farce. .
ﬂamiﬂ.hasympuhyof free-masonry for criminals, It shows itself in every possible form
and sha
Whgt??hnmmﬁonedlhaﬁemwbemuerofm I have not attempted to exaggerate.
There are many other interesting facts which I have not mentioned. Time forbids to mention
them: and there are gentlemen present who are acquainted with the particulars of that out-
rage, who can furnish facts of the highest importance in addition to those which I have men-
tioned. J
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TO THE

PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.

Ferrow Crrizens:

It is the privilege of freemen to consult together, openly and péaceably, on
all subjects interesting to their common welfare. And so long as the opinion
of a majority shall prevail, enlightened and frequent consultation, among them,
will furnish the most efficacious and acceptable means of expelling wrongs, and
remaving fears.. Wrongs the most cruel and criminal have been committed,
and fears the most agitating and well founded, exist, among us. To confer
together, and to address you, upon these efils, and the most wholesome means
to be adopted for their suppression, we have been delegated to assemble here,
by a portion of your countrymen, respectable for their intelligence, and dedicated
in heart and life, to the free constitutions and laws of our country. In execu-
ting the momentous duties assigned us, we would proceed, in the ingenuous and
free spirit of men, who earnestly seek the good of all.

Facts numerous and authentic, demonstrate the existence, in this community,
of crimes and dangers, which, upon their first distinct disclosure to honest in-
quiry, excite equal surprise and solicitude ; and which cannot be reftected upon,
by any mind imbued with genuine self-respect, and a just tegndfor humnn
rights, without the deepest abhorrence and alarm. ‘

Freemasonry is the source of these crimes and dangers. :

In 1826, William Morga.n, your free fellow citizen, was, by highly mlted

' members of the masonic fraternity, with unlawful violence, seized,—secretly
transported through the country more than one hundred miles, to a fortress of
the United States, then in charge of freeinasons, who had:prepared it for his
reception,—there imprisoned, several days and nights, against his utmost efforts
.to escape,~and after suffering the most unmanly insults, and the most inhuman
abuse, he was privately murdered. Previously to his seizure, numerous meet -
ings of freemaeons, in lodges and otherwise, were held for the purpose of con-
triving and adopting the mostcertain means of carrying into effect, their unlaw-
ful objects upon him. These meetings were attended, and the designs of them
approved, by several hundred of the most respectable and intelligent of the ma-
sonio brethren. They included legislators, judges, sheriffs, clergymen, generals,
physicians, and lawyers. And they proceeded in discharge of, what thev
deemed, their masonic duties K '



4 ADDRESS. [146

William Morgan was a royal arch mason. And the cause of all this unlaw-
ful violence against his liberty and life, was, his determination to publish the
secrets of the order. 'These secrets are now published, partly from manuscripts
prepared by him, but more extensively from the deliberate testimony of many
worthy men, who had been initiated further into the dark mysteries of the
brotherhood, than he had. The precise motive, which impelled Morgan to the
determination of publishing, we do not know. As the act was one of confor-
mity to his highest obligations, and therefore, of distinguished honour, we be-
lieve the motive to have been good. There is no room to doubt, that other
members of the institution, being aware of the solemn fate, to which freems-
sonry had consigned him, for disobedience to its laws, felt themselves driven,
by the fearful responsibility of membership, most carefully to weigh its objects,
means, and tendency ; and finding these, upon mature examination, to be
wholly unjustifiable and dangerous, they were impelled, by good will to man,
by allegiance to our government, and by the natural desire of self-appmbation,
to proclaim its character, and renounce its authority.

To assist in publishing the secrets of freemasonry a printer was employad.
Against him, the malice of the fraternity was conspicuously displayed. While
the manuscripts of Morgan, with all the printed sheets, were supposed to be in
the printing office, it was fired, in the right, by a masonic meendmry with such
ingenious preparations as were well calculated to insure its speedy destruction,
- with that of all its contents. The office was a wooden building, of which the
siding immediately under the stairs leading to the printing apartment, was
smeared over with spirits of turpentine ; and cotton balls, and straw filled with
the same combustible substance, were scattered around its foundations. The
fire was discovered almost as soon as applied, and happily extinguished. But
the reckless determination of the incendiary, and his coadjutors, is farther con-
firmed, by considering, that a family of ten persons occupied the lower part of
the building ; while the printes’s assistants, six in number, always slept in the
upper rooms. The incendiary is known, and was subsequently a principal in
the murder of Morgan.

Other evidences of malice against the printer have been manifested. On one
occasion, large numbers of masonic ruffians, armed with clubs, assembled under
different leaders, in the night time, in the vicinity of the printing office, with the
declared pyrpose of obtaining the intended publication, by violence ; from
which they were prevented only, by the formidable preparations to defend it,
made by the printer, On dnother occasion, a masonic constable accompanied
.and"abetted, by a crowd of his brethren, under a false pretence of having s
criminal process, for that purpose, arrested him,—carried him to aneighbouring
village,—there illegally confined him in a lodge room,—assanlted him, and
threatened him with the fate of Morgan. By the assistance of friends, and the
exertion of his own active intrepidity, the printer at length escaped. Itis are
markable circumstance evincing extensive concert and premeditation, that, on
the day of this arrest, all the magistrates of the town, where it took place, were
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‘summoned into another town as witnesses, and could not be applied to, for any
~interposition of the civil authority, to preserve the public peace, or to protect the
- rights of the intended victim. For these offences, the constable and several
others were indicted, and convicted. .
The scene of these occurrences was the western part of the state of New
York.
Where the people are intelligent and free, such enormities as thosé, to which
we have referred, could not be committed, without producing excitement.
-Ewery unperverted feeling, and every upright voice, anxiously claimed the im-
partial and prompt application to them, of the appointed powers of our criminal
jurisprudence. Then began to draw on, that dark eclipse, upon the vaunted
lights of freemasonry, which, to the public eye, is rapidly becoming total, and
through the eternal shadows of which, nothing will be discernible hereafter, but
blood.

In this alarming emergency, the agents of government seemed paralyzed.
Our public institutions and provisions for the preservation of tranquility, and the
repression of crime, seemed nugatory. And without the use of other means
than the law, and its official ministers, the most daring and brutal inroads, upon
our dearest rights, would have passed off, without effort to understand their
origin, punish their instruments, or provide against their recurrence. No arts
were left untried by freemasons to baffle the pursuit of truth, and defeat the ad-
ministration of justice. The lion’s grip of the order was upon.our courts, and
loyalty to that, displaced fealty to the state.

A large proportion of the constables, justices of the peace. lawyers judges,
sheriffs, and jurymen, of the counties where these acts were performed, were
members of the society, and had taken oaths binding them, in terms, to conceal
each other’s crimes. The high sheriffs were all masons, and at that time, sum-
moned as grand jurors, at their discretion, any such men as had the common
qualifications. In the counties of Genesee and Niagara, where the fraternity
were most afraid of criminal prosecutions, majorities of freemasons are known
to have been corruptly returned as grand jurors. And these sheriffsof these
. couaties were both indicted, subsequently, as parties to the conspiracy for the
abduction of Morgan. One of them was tried and convicted; the trial of the
other has not yet taken place.

Perceiving that the public functionaries, whose duty it is to initiate proceed-
ings in criminal cases, were totally inactive, through cowardjce or corruption
the people, who are both the proprietors and beneficiaries of every department
of government, undertook to inquire and present for themselves, in relation to
these offences ; with the determination, however, to use, as far as possible, the
constituted authorities, and in no case, to overstep the rights reserved to them.
They proceeded, in the generous spirit of men, to whose enlightened views, the
general safety affords enough of motive and reward, for the most arduous exer-
tion. They called public meetings, at which honest and intelligent committees
were raised, to asceytain facts, and aid the public functionaries. And these
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committees entered with patriotic alacrity, upon the performance of some of the
most difficult and responsible duties of freemen. Without any emolument, at
great expense of time and money, in defiance of the most malignant, perseve-
ring, and ingenious counteraction of freemasons, they suspended their private
concerns, and gave themselves up to all the labours of a complicated investiga-
tion. In these proceedings they could obtain no testimony, which was not
voluntary, they derived no assistance from office, their motives were most veno-
mously slandered, their conduct belied, and their lives endangered. Still they
went on, fearlessly, disinterestedly, sagaciously, and successfully. The outrages
had extended over six counties. It was a singular spectacle, indicative of the
safety, and prophetic of the perpetuity, of our free institutions, to see private
citizens traversing these counties, inquiring anxiously and cautiously, but severe-
ly, impartially, and persistingly, into all the circumstances of crimes the most
revolting, for the sole purpose of opening the way most likely to be effectual, for
their judicial exposure and punishment.

‘Whatever could be done by good and wise men, without special lawful autho-
rity, was performed, by these committees. They ascertained the principal
facts respecting the kidnapping and murder, both as to the persons directly con-
cernéd in them, and their motives and principles of action; and thus laid a
sure foun@ution,—not for the lawful conviction and condemnation of those who
are most guilty; that has hitherto been rendered impossible, by the felon
sympathies and powerful interposition of freemasonry,—but for the universal
and endless execration of their crimes, and of the institution in which they
originated, _

Bills of indictment have been found for several of the minor offences; and
convictions have follpwed in a few cases,—upon the confession of the culprits, in
some, and after protracted trials, in others. But most of those, who have been
indicted, have been acquitted. In the conduct of these trials, the influence of
ﬁ-eemns‘imy has been constantly apparent ; and the whole force of it has been
exerted to exile truth and justice from their most consecrated altars.

A faithful and able state officer, whose special duty it was made, by law, to
institute inquiries into these offences, officially reported, in _respect to the pro-
ceedings of which he had the charge, * Difficulties which never occurred in any
other prosecation, have been met at every step, Witnesses have been secreted ;
they have heen sent off into Canada, and into different states of the Union.
They have been apprised of process being issued to compel their attendance,
and have been thereby enabled to evadeits service. In one instance, after a
party implicated had been arrested and brought into this state, (New York,) he
was decoyed from the custody of the individual having him in charge, and finally
escaped. These occurrences have been so numerous and various as to forbid
the belief, that they are the result of individual effort alone; and they have
evinced the concert of 50 many agents as to indicate an extensive combination
to screen from punishment, those charged with a participation in the offences
upon William Morgan.”
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"The services of this officer continued for but one year. By other prosecu-
ting officers, and the committees, to which we have before alluded, many othef
important facts have been ascertained. All the persons engaged, in thiese out-
rages, were royal arch masons, at the timé of their perpetration, or made so
lmmedmtely after. Many masons called as witnesses, have notoriously com-
mitted perjury. Others have excused themselves from testifying, by alleging’
that they could not do so, without criminating themselves. Even since the
time has elapsed, beyond which no prosecution can be lawfully instituted, for
any participation in them, not amounting to a capital offence, some witnesses’
have contumaciously refused to be sworn at all ; and others, having taken the
requisite oath, have repeatedly refused to answer questions decided to be lawful,
through the alleged fear of self-crimination, and that, after being warned from'
the bench, that they would be guilty of perjury, if they persisted in it, and were
not actunlly implicated in the murder. And yet, all the convicts, and these
witnesses more infamous than the convicts, are held up, by the exalted and in-
fluential of the fraternity, as heroes of fidelity to their duty, and victims to the
prejudices of-their fellow citizene. And they are still retained, as worthy and’
cherished members of the order.

Morgan’s blood was shed, without any pretence that he had infringed the
laws of the land, and with little or no private malice, on the part of those
by whom he fell. The persons most deeply implicated, in the guilt of his fall,
were industrious, intelligent, and reputable citizens, bound to life and to society,
by all the usual ties. They did not proceed’ kistily, nor adopt their ultimate
decision, without ntanifest and painful reluctance. Before they took his life,’
they deliberated, earnestly, frequently, and long, upon their masonic obligations.
These obligutions they thought binding. Heé had cettainly and essentially
violated' theni. The uhanimous result of all their deliberations was, that he
must die. And in’ the. understanding of all masonic exposition; ds well’ as of
common sense, if the obligations were binding, they wevre right, in’ their de-’
cision.

A brave niin had determiined to revedthésacretsu!ﬁmuonry, andas he
coulﬂ notba premnted oﬂierw‘ise His life w‘aa taken. m c-onfo‘rmxty wi‘th :hh-

the order hﬁ:tt 1éss teliictance in going: futther. Aﬁwtdingly,by baiter, ‘ridi-
cule, and mmpreuentatubn, ttwy endeavouted to repress all inquiry mito their
conduct. Finding themselves not wholly successfal in’ this, they prepared, as
well as théy could, for the exigenciés’of that judicial xhi’esﬁt‘ahon, whi\:h they
were not able to avoid.

Thamostpmmmentofthecnmmﬂ:ﬂed Ornie of them eﬁh&mﬂng!ﬁmself
stained with ‘the muirdef, and' cléiming assistande from's masonic body; in the
city of New York, received i, and was effectually aided to éscape’to 8 foreigh"
country. Some confessed themselves guilty of subordinaté offetices, to preveirt
the examination of witnessés, whom ' they knew dble to establiski; iin ‘détadl the
foulolt. Abl¢ stariding counisel were employed, by thé fraternity, to defénd the
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criminals. Those who were convicted, were subjects of the deepest masonic
sympathy, and received frequent aids, from organized bodies of their brethren.

While these various acts identified the institution at large, with the well
known criminals, and exhibited the true principles of the association, high in-
dividual masons, and high bodies of the fraternity, were guilty of the grossest
arts of deception to mislead the public, and save the institution. Thompson
and Ganson, who were active conspirators in the abduction of Morgan, and
the outrages accompanying it, signed a notice offering a reward of one hundred
dollars for the conviction of the offender, who set fire to the printing office !
. 'The grand royal arch chapter of the state of New York, resolved that individu-
ally and as a body, they disclaimed all knowledge or approbation of the ab-
duction of William Morgan. In this grand masonic body upwards of one hun-
dred and ten chapters were represented, and Eli Bruce aud John Whitney were
members of it, both of whom were afterwards indicted, and convicted of the
very offence specified in the resolution! And several committees of lodges,
chapters, and encampments, in public addresses, pretended to surrender their
charters, in avowed pursuance of public opinion, while in secret, individuals
employed on these committees, at the time, and nﬁatwn.rda exerted every influ-
ence in their control, to sustain the institution.

‘What, then,mtbeecnramdmuypmpleaoiammtywlnchmqmmsmd
justifies such extraordinary acts?

In all human governments, the principles set forth and adopted, under the
sanctions of an oath, are regarded as most essential. With the loyal, no others
are permitted to cancel these. And as they are expressed with the greatest
attainable perspicuity, the obvious import of the terms in which they are con-
veyed, is always that, in which they are to be received. An oath istaken under
the strongest possible sanction, is intended to be used for the highest purposes,
and the form of it is adopted by the supreme authority. Hence, the duties
which it prescribes are of the most imperative obligation.

When good men join the masonic society, and inconsiderately swear to obey
its injunctions, without knowing what they are, as every mason does, they
imagine there must, of course, be a reservation in favour of all civil and secial
duties. But this is a total mistake. The first oath, and many others in the
series, fatally precludes it. It is a part of the language of the oaths, that the
specific engagements contained in them, shall all be performed, * without any
mental reservation, equivocation, or self-evasion of mind whatever.” And any
brother who does not so perform them, voluntarily subjects himself to the pen-
"alty of death.

‘What duties do the masonic oaths impose ?

The entered apprentice swears, “ I will always hail, ever conceal, and never
reveal any part . . of the secrets . . . of freemasonry which I have received, am
about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed in, dc.”

. The fellow craft-swears, * I will support the constitution of the grand lodge
*+v <. and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this or any
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other lodge of which I may become a member . . . . I will obey all regular signs
and summons giver, handed, sent, or thrown to me, by the hand of a brother
fellow craft mason, &c."

The master mason swears, ‘I will not give the grand hulmgmgnofdu-
tress, except I am in real distress . . . and should I ever see that sign given, or
theworda.mmpanyingit.mdthepemnwhog&veitappeuﬁnglobeindis—
tress, 1 will fly to his relief, at the risk of my life, should there be a greater
probability of saving his life than of losing my own . . . . I will not speak evil
of a brother mason neither behind his back, nor before his face, but will ap-
prise him of all approaching danger, if in my power . ..a master mason’s
secrets given to me in charge as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall
remain as secure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, before communi-
cated to me, murder and treason excepted, and they left at my own election, &c.”

The mark master swears, ‘I will support the constitution of the general
grand royal arch chapter of the United States: also, the grand royal arch
chapter of this state, &c.”

The royal arch mason swears, “ 1 will aid and assist a companion royal arch
mason, when engaged in any difficulty, and espouse his cause, so far es to ex-
tricate him from the same, if in my power, whether he be right or wrong. I.
will promote a companion royal arch mason’s political preferment, in preference
to another of equal qualifications. A companion royal arch mason’s secrets,
given me in charge as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as
aocummdmviohble,mmybreutumhnm,mutderandmuun not ex-
oepted.&c."

metheﬁmobhgnHunofthetbneelﬂuamkmghtdthecm,them-
didate under oath receives the following injunctions :  T'o the end of your life,
you will not, in consideration of gain, interest, or honour, nor with good or bad
design, ever take any, the least step or measure, or be instrumental in any such
object, to betray any secret appertaining to the order and degree known among -
masons as the thrice illustrious order of the cross: should you know another to
violate any essential point of this obligation, you will use your most decided
endeavours, by the blessing of God, to bring such person to the strictest and
most condign punishment, agreeably to the rules and usages of our ancient fra-
ternity, and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy vagabond, by
opposing his interest, by deranging his business, by transferring his character
after him wherever he may go, and by exposing him to the contempt of the
whole fraternity, and the world, but of our illustrious order more especially,
-during his whole natural life : nothing herein going to prevent yourself, or any
other, when elected to the dignity of thrice illustrious, from retaining the ritual
of the order. Should any thrice illustrious knight, or acting officer of any -
council, which may have them in hand, ever require your aid, in any emergency,
in defénce of the recovery of the said charge, your swear cheerfully to exercise:
all assistance in his favour, which the nature of the time and place will admit,
mmthemriﬁeeoflifo.libu-mandampeny.&q.” From the second obli;
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gation of the same degree, the member receives the following injunctions:
* You promise to lead a life as upright and just, in relation to all mankind, as
you are capable of ; but in matters of difference, to prefer the interests of a com-
panion of the order, of a companion’s friend, for whom he pleads, to any mere
raan of the world. You promise never to engage in mean party strife, nor
conspiracies agamst the government or religion of your country, whereby your
Treputation may suffer, nor ever to associate with dishonourable men, for a mo-
ment, except it be to secure the interest of such person, his family, or friends,
to a companion, whose necessities may require this degradation at your hands,
&ec.” From the third obligation of the same degree, the member swears, ** To
put confidence untimited in every illustrious brother of the croes,—never to per-
mit my political prinviples to. come counter to his, if forbearance and brotherly
kindness can operate to prevent it,—to look on his enemies as my enemies, &c.”

In the initiation of a candidate as an elected knight of Nine, he goes through
the form of murdering a traitor, and swears, “ I will revenge the assassination
of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but also, onall
who may betray the secrets of this degres, &c.” -

In the degree of knights adepts of the eagle or sun, there is an exposition
of masonic emblems. One of these emblems is that of a man peeping, of which
the exposition is this : *The man peeping, and who was discovered, and seized,
and conducted to death, is an emblem of those who come to be initiatéd into
our secret mysteries through a motive of curiosity, and if so indisereet as to di-
vulge their obligations, we are bound to cause their death, and take vengeance
on the treason by the destruction of the traitor, &ec.” :

In the degree of! knights of Kadosh, the candidate swears * to:follow at all
times, anid in all points, every matter that he is ordered, and prescribied by the
illustrious. kniglits and. grand commander, without any restrictions,” and espe-
cially, “ to sacrifie the traitors of masonry.”

Such are some of the principles-expressed in theirown hngmgo,wlnchm
adopted-in the masonic degrees alluded to, and imposed: apon the members,
umder crcumstaness most indecent, profane and frightful. God.is deliberately
called upen. to take notiee of:the engagements contained in these éxtracts, and
bis vengeance invoked, by the member upon himself, if they are ot observed:
andetheueuborphd;uhnﬁktothuomty,mbesm:ﬁud.mwem
barbatods forms; if -be violates them.

Move detestable printiples cannot be imagined. ‘!Dlmywmm_bdnd
for' amy purposes of ‘merespeeulation. No human mind isso constituted as to
derive satisfaction in theircomerplation. They exvite to crin, snd. were in-
tended for the shelter and protection of practical iniquity; Those: whe make.
them their rales of Action, are enemiesof the lraman race..

To these priwciplés Wanﬂﬁqw:hs-w The
best' men of the fraternity, who knew of the treachery; in the: strenygth of itheir
ter the treachery was ascertained, and the fraternity beghix to. thove-aghinet.the
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traitoy, we nehowomingl’yadapted the whole masonio machinery is, to the
accomplishment of their object with entire impunity. The proof of the authen-
ticity of the revelations of seceding masons, in which the whole machinery is
described, in detail, arising from the disinterested and relustant testimony of a
thousand eriginal witnesses, is not greater than that drising from the wonderful
and exclusive fitness of the machinery to prodace the results we bave witnessed.
Revealed freernasonry is a stupendous mirror, which reflects, in all their horrors,
the exact features of that vast spirit of crime, with which this nation is- now
wrestling, for all that makes life desirable.

The grosser parts of this machinery, are the secrecy, thepmmnigm pass
words, tokens; grips, and ciphers; the subtler parts are the obligations: and
the former are valuable ouly es they are capable of beitig employed fo give effect
te the latter. The obligations, it will be seen, compelled such as acknowledged
them;—to passive obedience,~~to warn each other of all approaching danger,—
io conceal each othei’s crimes, even the most aggravated,—to extricate each
sther from difficulty, right or wrong,—to support each other's reputation in all
:ases,—to oppose the interest and blast the character of unfaithful brethren,—
o sacrifice the traitors of freemasonry,—to give each other dnhonestpreferenm.
n matters of difference, over the uminitiated,—and to udvme each others
»olitical prefermeit in opposition to another. 2

The practical efficacy of these obligations we have seeri,~in all the outrages
sommitted to suppress Morgan’s publication, inclading his abduction and mur-
ler,~—in the violence upon the ptintér; and the attemjt to burn his office,—in
he corruption of courts, sheriffs, and juiies,—in the pirjuries: of witnesses,—in
lie Libels upon honest individuals, courts, and juries,—in thie unlawful spiriting
wway of withesses;—in the rescite of persons implicated, who were in the custody
f law,~~in the givinig of ititelligenice to those who were in- danger of being ar-
rested as parties, or summonéd as witnesses, in time for their escape,—in the
miversul and persevering dénial of facts; by adhering masons,~—in the appro-
priation of money, by the brethren, individuaily, and collectively, in aid of the'
sonvicts and other criminals,—~in the employment of standing counsel, by the- °
fratérnity, for the implicated,—in'the abuse of legal forms; county jaile, and a’
lortress of the United States to the worst purposes of tyranny, the arbitrary im+
prisonmhent of & fellow citizen,~<in thé good fellowship and sympatliy of the -
society with'the conhvicts,—ift the cantiinacites refusal t8 beswom in court, by
some withesses, who knew the worst, and to answer by others, after being sworn,
to lawful questios, when the refiisa ‘necessarily implied perjuty, or participa-
tion i mtirder,~—and in the political promotion of such numbers of the brethren,
as is utterly inconsistent with the equal rights of others. - :

Can the well informed friends of fréedom tolerate a seciety thus eherascterized ¥
Is it consistent with the theory or practice of our most velired esablishinsnts,
w’nhmy authority underived from 'itself, or any safety, but that of its adhering.
members? It exercises the highest powers of government, raises and appre
priates nioney, makes and executes laws extending to life itself, which each of



12 . ADDRESS. [154

its subjects, in the sacred form of oaths, voluntarily abandons to ita authority. It
is & government of high priests, and kings, and illustrious knights, and grand
commanders. And every person, who maintains eonnexion with it, in. effect,
renounces all allegiance to other governments, by swearing to perform acts en-
tirely inconsistent with such allegiance, without any mental reservation what-
ever. In war, in peace, in all the business of life, every obligated. mason, is
bound to prefer a brother mason to other persons, and masonic duties, to other
duties.

Are the masonic obligations binding? The united voice of all moral and
political philosophy replies in the negative. The obligations of morality are
incurred anterior to all others: they are imposed by authority absolute, and
supreme, and can never be remitted. Political obligations are a branch of
moral, and partake of the same early and divine origin. 'We have seen, that
the masonic obligations are opposed to these, and they are self-assumed : all
self-assumed obligations are posterior, and have no force in opposition to these.
The nature of all obligation, as applicable to the mind, implies intelligence and
free will: no authority can impose it, where either of these is wanting. One of
them is always wanting, and sometimes both, in the caths of freemasonry. No
greater absurdity can be imagined than that an immoral engagement is ren-
dered obligatory, by calling upon God to witness it, and to punish its nonper-
formance. It supposes that ignorance, vice, and presumption, by adopting the
form of an oath, may, at will, employ the authority of the Supreme Being,
against his own most sacred and unchanging laws.

Do the athsofﬁeemuonryquunhfyformnlm‘! Wherevsr they are
regurded as obligatory they do. They are inconsistent with fidelity to the con-
stitution, under which all our civil trusts are held, and to the support of which
they oblige us. All foreigners, even the most enlightened, though they may be
perfectly honest, and capable, though they may reside with us to their life’s end,
and be practical converts to the truth and beauty of our systems, are disqualified,
by being the subjects of other governments. By stronger reasons, adhering
freemasons are disquelified; for there is no government so adverse to ours, as
theirs is, and none which punishes defection from allegiance with less ceremony,
or severer penalties. Is it a circumstance in favour of freemasonry, that it
encourages and supports its subjects in the secret usurpation of public offices
and honours, to increase its reputation, power and influence ! No man dare take
upon himself the obligations of freemasonry in public. Or if a being should be
found hardy enough so to brave the most honoured decencies and duties of life,
it is not credible, that, in all free judgment, it would not amount to a univer-
sal civil disqualification. Shall secrecy make it otherwise ? Shall that which is
always the incontestible badge of shame or guilt, when used to cover a stand-
ipg pursuit, and permanent relations, recormmend those who wear it to the con-
fidence of open hearted integrity, and in a government of which the first

* principles are publicity, accountability, and jealousy of power? )
: The masonic institution makes it the duty of those who ownmanthputy.m
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all cases where other circumstances, in their prepossessed opinion, are equal, to
prefer the interests of a brother to those of any other citizen. This preference.
is the great purpose of its whole organization, the most distinct impress of its
entire character. It provides the most crafty and effectual means to make this
preference available. These means are intended to be kept wholly concealed
from all those whose equal interests and rights it proscribes : and the more cer-.
tainly to secure this object, it makes high pretensions of promoting the greatest
of our earthly blessings, science, charity, and religion. All authentic disclosures’
of its history show it to be selfish, circumventive, and ypocritical, and are little
else than pregnant proofs of its dishonour. Every man, who has taken its ob-
ligations, and considers them binding, by the clearest intimations of civil pru-
dence and moral rectitude, is disqualified, for offices of power and honour, out of
its own unhallowed precinets.

Supposing only a part of the degrees, to which we have alluded, have been
taken, such men cannot safely be our generals, for they are bound, even in be-
half of a foreign enemy, if he be a mason, to give him notice of all approaching
danger, and to stay the uplifted sword of their country’s battle. They cannot
safely be our negotiators for peace, against the negotiator of a foreign enemy,
if he be a mason, for they are bound to look on his enemies as their enemies,
and his friends as their friends. ‘They cannot safely be our legislators, for ma-
sonry impliedly permits them to engage in mean party strife, and conspiracies
against the government, if they can do so without loss of reputation,—and to
degrade themselves, by associating with dishonourable men, for the purpose of ,
securing their interest, and that of their friends, to a brother, whose necessities ,
may require it. They cannot safely be our executive officers, for they are bound .
to aid a brother 8o as to relieve him from any difficulty, if in their power, .
whether he be right or wrong. They cannot safely be our judges, or jurymen, ,
because they are bound to give a brother notice of all approaching danger, and
even fly to his relief, uponhis givingthem the masonic sign of distress, if there is
a greater probability of saving his life than of losing their own, and because
they are bound to an unlawful partiality, in all matters of difference between
their brethren and uninitiated. Our laws intend, that all inquiries and deter-,
minations, by grand jurors, shall be without fear, favour, partiality, or hope of
réward, and that all trials, by petit jurors and judges shall be decided, by the
evidence and the law applicable thereto, and by nothing else. Freemasonry
binds her votaries to other, and avowedly partial, grounds-of decision. Who
can describe the sum of injuries and wrongs corruptly inflicted upon the world,
through the medium of such offices, by such principles? In the great freehold
of our government, to confer such offices upon such men, by those who never
have assumed the principles, or have cast them off, would be a self-sacrifice,
equally reproachful and disastrous.

Toeonmvethemﬁaoryoffmegonmmmt.uthepmndmendmeeofhu- '
man intelligence : to institute such a government, the most glorious achisvement
of human wisdom: and to sustain it, with unfailing constancy, the greatest
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monument of human virtue. Our government is the inestimable purchase of
the profound reflection, painful labours, disinterested exertions, and searching
trials, of all past ages. It is free. We believe it to be the best that ever existed,
because, more than any other, it corresponds with the rights, and encourages
the duties of all men, over whom it is extended ; and thus, niore than any other,
seeks and promotes the improvement and hap'pmess of 1ts subjects. But our
government cannot be continued, without the active, nu'enuous, and constant,
maintenance of principles directly opposéd to those of freemasonry.

The first and most prominent injunction of freemasonry is secrecy. Any
violation of this it punishes with infamy ahd death. Secrecy is the shutting up
of the mind from communion with other minds. And so far as it prevails, in
relation to any social good, it is selfish, sour, ignorant, and restless. Left abso-
lutely alone, like a plant separated from the earth and the air, we should soon
wither and die. And it would be no matter how soon, for if it were possible to
keep us in such a state, we should be good for nothing. Our faculties are not
at all adapted to it. Hermits are always the most misérable mnen. Ascetic

~and secluded associations have never been wise, or good, or happy. Neither
is freemasonry, which inculcates their worst principles, not in melancholy
seclusion from the world but in the heart of it, the more saccessfully to prey
upon it.

A virluous mind cannot delight in secrecy. Its joy is in communion. We
are made sociable by nature. Our best affections and our highest faculties
equally indicate it. For they can neither be expanded iiito usefal action, nor
carry with them their appropriate rewards, without society. As social beings,
if we discover usefal facts, or important truths, we desire to commurnieate them
to all, who are susceptible of benefits from their application. As afl the prin- |
ciples of science, chatity, and religion, are susceptible of benéficial application
to the whole hutriasi race, good men and good governments will impose no arti-

- ficial restriction, upon théir universal diffusion. On thie contrary, they will
strenuously exert themselves to promote it. And there is no humim praise,
which imparts so much of the ineffable joy, that will accompdiiy the final well |
dome diviiely protionsed upori the virtuous, as that which is the honest fruit of
stuch exertions.

But secrecy is not more hostile to the spreading of ‘useful ihw&nd triths,
thian it 8 to their discovery. Free inquity, ﬁuiﬁscmoh,ﬁuemmeatmn, |
are essential requisites to the rhost valuable knowledge. ¥n' the drts and
sciences; in ethics and theology, all liberal minds acknowledge their indispen-
seble importance. In the political condubt of 1ifé, theit ittipertance is, if possi-
ble, still more adifest. They mthehvingfauud&ﬁbmof'm goverament,
whieh would be speedily dissolved, in Hlood, withiont them. N nian his ever
yet sufficiently valued them : for they alone can safely be relivd ‘upon; to open
and illumindte' alt the paths, in which the majestic power of public opftion:dis-
play itself. But fréerrasonty is opposed to free itiguiry, fib diswsiiow, and
free comimmicetion: ksgtdatféaris pubFcity, its bést viftue; sietice. . Xt pro<
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fesses to have inestimable treasures of social benefits, which it refuses to dis-
close to any but the small number of its devoted followers. In reference to all
others, instead of employing, to communicate them, the various languages, in
which gll the patriotism and piety, the joys and sorrows, the useful discoveries
and honourable designs, the undying thoughts and unfading hopes of the whole
human family have been expressed, it conceals them, by substituting barba-
rous signs and uncouth ciphers. It first enslaves the mind by the chain of
secrecy, then debases it by injurious céeremonies and vile principles, and finally
insults it by mock titles and simulated virtues. It is incompetent to the sup-
port of any valuable object. There is no real duty, no honest enjoyment, no
benevolent purpose, which cannot better be accomplished without it. 1Itis a
fit system for the outlaws of humanity and hope, hating the world, and making
war upon it. 'With a misanthropic caution it excludes all the helpless and in-
firm from its communion, and with the stimulated ingenuity of experienced and
impenitent guilt, it provides against detection and exposure. Its existence in
our country is the greatest anomaly of modern times; and it is to be accounted
for only, by the unsuspecting confidence in their fellow citizens, natural to men
conscious of their liberty. Aware of this trait in the character of our people,
designing members of the fraternity, and those who are weak enough to find
pleasure in its fantastic frivolities and bloated titles, have lengthened its cords
till they now probably embrace more than a hundred thousand of our coun-
trymen. '

Of this number, we cannot doubt, that a large proportion cherish no part of
the spirit of the institution. Invited to join it, by its lofty pretensions, in early
life they entered its threshhold. And, although disgusted at every step, for
the purpose of understanding an institution, which they had once consented to
enter, they suffered themselves to be raised to the second or third degree.
Nothing could induce them to go further. Such were most of the masons,
whose illustrious names have been so often abusively and boastfully arrayed,
to shield the institution from the consuming reprobation now every where pro-
voked against it, in unprejudiced minds, by its full and accurate exposure.
"These men in the bottom of their souls have all renounced it. _

But there are other members of very different character, who adhere to it,
with a tenacity exactly proportioned to their estimate of its adaptation to their
evil designs. 'Washington represented.it as capable of being employed for the
basest purposes, and never visited a Jodge, but once or twice, in the last thirty
years of his life. )

We live in an age of singular interest, and are the depositories of immeasu-
* ryable responsibilities. Our ancestors voluntarily left their native seats,—broke
up the strong and amiable ties of local association,—tore themselves from all
their kindred, in spite of the absorbing and ingrained affections of consanguinity, ,
and planted themselves, in the most secluded and dangerous wastes of nature.
All the privations and sufferings of this course, they heroically met and endured,
to preserve the rights of the mind. In these are to be found all the springs of
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liberty, civil and religious. Ana they constitute the only incorrupible wealth
of the created, and uncreated, universe. By asserting them and preserving
them with unparalleled and holy fortitude, our ancestors laid a sure foundaton
for a most unsullied and constantly increasing fame. All social action 1 com
mendable, or the reverse, as it advances or opposes these rights. Falsehood,
injustice, cruelty, oppression, murder, treason, and every other imaginabl
crime, implies hostility to them, and is therefore to be resisted aud subdued.
" These are the great truths, taught by our early history. And profoundy
impressed upon the minds of our citizens, they cannot be eradicated. One of
‘the important inferences from them is, that individuals are not the property of
government, but government the property of individuals, who have a right
to modify, change, or abolish it, as a majority of those, who constitute it, may
think most conducive to the common welfare. In support of this inference, our
revolutionary war was waged, and our civil constitutions adopted. And these
glorious events, while they have sent us forward, with unparalleled vigour and
celerity in the road of improvement, have opened new prospects and awakened
higher hopes, in the great family of nations. Following our example, the peo-
ple are, every where, gradually understanding and claiming their rights. The
arrogant pretenders to arbitrary power are sinking fnto comparative disesteen. |
And the only just government of human origin, that of public opinion, is i |
versally raising on high, and spreading abroad, the welcome and protectis |
_ ensigns of her supremacy. -

To this government freemasonry is wholly opposed. It requires unresisting -
submission to its own authority in contempt of public opinion,—the claims of
conscience,—and the rights of private judgment. 1t would dam up the majestic
current of improving thoughts, among all its subjects throagnout the earth, by |
restricting beneficial communication. In attempting to do this, it has stained
our country with a brother’s blood, tempted many of our influentiul citizens
into the most degrading forms of falsehood, and burst away, with its powen
undiminished, its vengeance provoked, and its pollutins manifest, from the |
strong arm of distributive justice. '

It is one of the striking evidences of the wisdom of the framers of our cor ‘
stitution, and a bright presage of its perpetuity, that it is fit for all emergencies.
It contains provisions, which are abundantly adequate to the subversion of free- |=
masonry, Perfectly convinced, that such a subversion must be effccted or ow |
liberties wrested from us, let us inquire, what are these provisions ?

. They cannot be found in our state legislatures, or in that of the union. The |
great object of legislation among us is to secure the rights, and promote the in-
provement of the people. To do this, the powers to legislate are defined and !
delegated. And these powers must not be transcended, or legislation would
‘become usurpation. Against such usurpation suitable checks are contrived, and
the people entertain a conservative jealousy.

All valuable discoveries, and beneficent exertions, originate with individuals
To perfect these, and apply them to praetical improvement, men must be free.
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"I'hey must be permitted to associate as they please. To prevent them from
' meeting together and communicating, according to their own inclinations, either
secretly or openly, by legislation, would be, to shut out the most useful labours
and the purest enjoyments of life. But for every encroachment upon the rights
of others, men must be answerable ta some competent tribunal, or all, for which
govemmenummﬁmted would be insecure. Such a tribunal cannet be a
legislature,

The means of overthrowing freemasonry cannot be found in any, or in all,
of our executive authorities. These are discreetly restrained within limits en -
tirely too narrow for such an effect. ‘

They cannot be found in our judicial establishments. To these we are ac-
customed to look as the sacred shield of right, the inviolable refuge of innocence,
and the steadfast avenger of guilt. They are the most trusted of our govern-
mental departments. The qualities intended to be combined in them, of know-
ledge, disinterestedness, and firmness ; the powers and duties, with which they
are invested, to inquire, to deliberate, and to determine ; and the means placed
in their hands, to enforce their determinations, upon all the wide range of pre-
cious interests committed to their care, make them the most venerable and august
of human institutions. They come up, in the estimation of good men, and in
the holiest attributes of earthly power, next to the sovereign people themselves.
But against freemasonry, the most alarming experience proves their ministry to
be unavailing, The same jealousy of delegated authority, which our spirit of
liberty applies to legislative and executive functions, it also applies, in some
degree, to those of our courts of justice. The disabilities imposed by the peo-
ple, to prevent oppression, upon every branch of power, carved out of the great
aggregate of the national power, constitute the true reason, why all the branches
referred to, are insufficient to exterminate the evils of freemasonry. But it does
not, therefore, follow, that no sufficient means exist. They do exist. They
belong to this nation by titles, which we deem forever indefeasible. They are,
derived directly from the Most High. They have been in our possession, from
the commencement of our history, though sometimes defended by blood. They
consist in the just exercise of the rights reserved by the people to themselves,
as the great constituent, supervising proprietors of the republic.

In the first address of Mr. Jefferson, as president of the United States, he
denominates  the right of election by the people & mild and safe corrective of
abuses, which are lopped by the sword of revolution, where peaceable remedies
are unprovided,” 'This is the only adequate correztive of freemasonry,—that
prolific source of the worst abuses. And to this we must resort.

The abuses of which we complain involve the highest crimes, of which man
can be guilty, because they indicate the deepest malice, and the mest fatal aim.

They bespeak the most imminent danger, because they have proceeded from
a conspiracy more numerous and better organized for mischief, than any other
detailed in the records of man, and yet, though exposed, maintaining itself, in all
its monstrous power. That murder hansbeen committed, is now acknowledged
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byall. That it has been so committed, and the malefactors have acted under such
authority, and bave been so aided and comforted, as to carry the guilt of treason,
cannot be doubted. Protection from these crimes, is the first duty of govern-
ment, and the object for which it is invested with its highest powers. But pro-
tection cannot be secured, by the ordinary means. - Shall it therefore be ahan-
doned 1 Shall we forego, in behalf of freemasonry, or through fear of it, the
primary purpose of civil organization If we are true to ourselves it is certain
we need not forego it; we can practically enforce it: for the rights of election
remain. In these may be found full means,—not of punishing the criminals,—
but of precluding any repetition of their crimes,—of giving us that security
against them, which is better than punishment, which is, indeed, the only pro-
per object of all human punishment. The use of these means we advocate.
Our adversaries reprobate it, and represent it as oppressive and persecuting.

The exercise of the elective franchise is as much a function of our govern-
ment as any one performed, by legislatures, executive magistrates, or judges.
And the honest, intelligent, and fearless use of it, by all to whom it pertains, is
as much a duty, in every case, as a similar use of other functions is, in any case,
by those to whom they pertain. SBuch a use of the elective function is the duty
most imperious, because it is the great corrective, in the last resort, of all other
functions.

To say that the powers of government should not be applied to the masonic
outrages at all, woyld be so preposterons, as justly to excite suspicion of being
implicated in them. * Besides, it is now too Jate for any persons to say this with
consistency ; for since the inadequacy of all judicial application to them has
been apparent, even adhering freemasons say, it was not improper to appesl
to the courts : * punish the guily.” Butif it was proper to appeal to the courts,
in the first place, and that appeal has been rendered nugatory, by the criminal
interference of freemasonry, the reason for appealing to the powers of govern-
ment against the outrages, is inmeasurably strengthened, not diminished. There
is, therefore, no impropriety in resorting to the elective franchise to correct the
evils of freemasonry, It invades no man’s rights. It gives no man reason to
complain. It is no more disreputable than it is to resort to a legislature, or a
court of law, for the cerrection of an evil, which they were instituted to redress.
‘Would it be tolerated, for a moment, to stigmatize as oppression and perse-
cution, a resart to our legislators, for the passage of a law to promote the public
security, or to our judicial tribunals, for the punishment of erime ? Neither can
it be, thus to stigmatize a resort to the elective franchise, for.the abolishing of
freemasonry, which is fatal to all security, and the very charnal house of crime.

If freemasonry ought to be abolished, it should certainly be so abolished asto
prevent its restoration. No means of doing this can be conceived so competent
as thoea furnished by the ballot boxes. These means are commended to our
adoption, by the most urgent considerations, by their mildness, their safety, their
sufficiency, and the tested insufficiency of all others. They are the means pro-
‘vided, by the most yenerated of our political fathers, Who shall disparage them!
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Whoever is opposed to freemasonry and really desiresits extinction, must use them,
or confess himself aslave or tyrant. Toextinguish it, by violence, would be tyran-
ny, if it were possible. T'o extinguish it, by the expression of honest convictions
against it, would not be tyranny, but it cannot be accomplished, unless a majority
unite in such expression; and whether they do or not, cannot be ascertained,
without a general vote. To desire its extinction, and do nothing to effect it, must
proceed from indolence, fear, or the imagined force of assumed obligations in
its favour, either of which amounts to a degrading slavery. To such slavery
who is willing to submit? In truth none, who are not opposed to using every
other means against it, are opposed to using our elective rights against it ; and
those who are opposed to using our elective rights against it, uniformly use
their elective rights in its favour. 'The higher freemasons are expressly sworn
to do it. Thus they adopt a conduct, which they stigmatize in us, as oppres-
sive and persecuting, and which is so, when adopted secretly, by virtue of un-
lawful obligations, and in favour of a class of citizens, who associate for secu-
ring to themselves unequal privileges.

Anti-masons would defend their rights, the laws of their country, and the
most sacred treasures of liberty, from a fearful assault. Seeking to preserve
and perpetuate all the blessings intended to be secured, by our government,
they would proceed, in the spirit of strict conformity with its provisions. And
they invite all, who appreciate these blessings, to join them. They have no
secret purposes to accomplish,—no selfish objects to promote,~no time, nor
means to cast away, in idle ostentation, or for useless notoriety.—They know
the country is in danger ; and they come forth, from their retirements, to shield
it. On their farms, in their shops, at their counters, in their offices, and at
their desks, they have heard the wail of the bereaved widow and orphans, and,
feeling the sympathies of humanity, they have inquired how they became so.
"The answer to this inquiry, and the history connected with it, gave them their
distinctive appellation, and compelled them publicly and opénly to unite, for
defending the most essential objects of society. Attached to their government,
by conviction, habit, duty, and hope, they cannot patiently see its walls of pro-
tection overthrown, its principles undermined, or its power derided. In their
minds, no names of human majesty are so dignified as that of freeman, no earthly
interests so valuable as those of the nation, and no course of action so bure to
be commendable as that, which invites public scrutiny, and is held to a' just
accountability. Murder and treason they cannot help regarding with abhor-
rence, however disguised ; and will resist, whoever may perpetrale or abet them.
Their chosen weapon of resistance is the right of suffrage,—a weapon of equal
power in every freeman’s hand, and which is so tempered, as they trust, in the
armory of patriotisin, that neither the keen nor solid of freemasonry may resist
its edge.

Fellow citizens, are we called to be anti-masons by the best feelings of our

nature? Are our objects the highest that can effect the civil eharacter T Are our
'means the most approved and indispensable ? Unite with us,—tiot for our sakes,

&
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but your own.—Aid us in working out the redemption of our country from free-
masonry. We are misrepresented and calumniated, as the chief public means
of defeating the cause we have espoused. Examine by whom, and inquire into
their motives. Benot deceived. If individuals among us are in fault, through
ignorance, or passion, or interest, or profligacy, refuse them your confidence.
But do not, therefore, betray your rights, and those of your country; nor let
those beguile you into their support, who prefer secrecy to publicity, and fre&
masonry to republicanism. We are for practical, peaceable, and most necessary
reform,—not for the destruction, but the establishment of right. Freedom, in
every beneficial sense, is the soul of anti-masonry.

Further revelations of the ceremonies and principles of freemasonry are not
required ; for these are perfectly exposed ; and the exposition is so confirmed,
as to be incapable of material modification. It will go down to all posterity
among the undoubted records of imposture and g\.u.lt But we cannot suppress
our anxiety to commend our cause to the decided confidence, and active support,
of all the nominal members of the fraternity. Among such, there are many,
who have long possessed, and who still possess, our high esteem ; and to whom
we are attached, by the bonds of the most inseparable and holy brotherhood,
those of a common nature, common wants, and a common destiny. - We
earnestly invite them to come out, witlr us, in defenee of our common interests.
Our course has been adopted after diligent inquiry into facts, and an honest
comparison of freemasonry with the first principles of civil order ; and we have
no misgivings. We respectfully suggest to them similar inquiry and compari-
" son. In proportion as men do this, we find our numbers increasing, and,

knowing the inquisitive character of the people of the United States, it is scarcely
more in our power, than it is in our wish, to exclude the anticipation of success.
‘We know freemasonry cannot meet with their deliberate approval. When it
was least suspected of evil, and highest in its harlequin attractions,—when that
holiness to the Lord, which is inscribed upon its gaudy garniture, and that
charity with which its dark cliambers are labelled, had not been publicly detected
as wholly counterfeit,—we know it was not a subject of their complacent re-
- gard. Shall the crimes with which it is now ineffaceably branded, and the
pertinacity with which it justifies them, pass without their condemnation and
" rebuke? Shall that abuse of their confidence, which first brought their names
into connexion with the mountebank retainers of the order, be an argument for
sustaining the mountebanks, when their party coloured garments are seen drip-
ping with the blood of innocence, and we perceive their power to strike away
all the pledges of our common safety ?

We know that the private opinions of such members concur with ours. We
beseech them to concur with us in giving, to those opinions, a public and decided
expression ; for that will make them effectual to the only end we have at heart,
the overthrow of freemasonry. We want not, and we expect not, the aid of
the sinister, or the diseolute ; of the slaves of office, of prejudice, of vice, or of
faction. But we anxiously covet the association of all, who are willing, on all
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occasions, and at all times, through evil report, and through good report, to con-
tend for the great interests of truth, and justice, and freedom, and that security
intended to be conferred, upon these interests, by our laws and constitutions.
With such we are proud to labour, and, if need be, willing to suffer: for we
shall not labour and suffer in vain. But we perceive, on all sides, the presages
of our success ; in the unspeakable importance of our cause; in the intelligence
and self-respect of our fellow citizens ; in the peaceable and just means, with
which alone, we mean to promote it;.in the favouring sympathies of the enlight-
ened and wise of every name and clime ; and in the undergoing, insuppressive,
and’ inspiring hope, with which we may secek, for it, the protection of that
Great Being, in whose hands are all the allotments of nations, and whose law
is that of perfect liberty.
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