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NOTE BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBUC.A.TlOM. 

IT is perceived, with regret, that some few typo~phieal errore have eaeaped de
tection, and will appear in the first impressions. These have been eorredeil whea 
discovered ; and if others yet ahould be found, the notice of them will be received u 
a favour, and they win be amended. · 

If any errore of a graver character, in the reports or debates. ahOuld appear, the 
Committee take oeeasion to say, that they have not'hal.'pened through IUJTWaDt of 
diligence iA seeking for the true reading of the manuacnpt reports, or the tne meaa
ing of a speaker, from the notes of the stenographer. It ia, however, felt, that erron . 
in the sense may poasibly have hap.P!'ned, in !rioting reports drawn up in many dil
ferent, and often obacure band-wntings ; an in debates of speakers, whose mean
ing may in possible eases have been misapprehended. Some of the apeakera who 
are nearest and moat accessible, and whose employments permitted, have been 10 
kind as to revise the notes taken of their remarka. But in this reapeet, gendemen 
who live remote from the place of publication, have autrered a wrong, unavoidable 
certainly, but which the Committee canndt reftect ,upon without regret, _and which 
it is the principal object of this note to acknowledge. For, it has hap~ in sev
eral instances, that some doubt or obscurity has been diaeovered in the note. of a geode
man's remarks; but discovered eo late, that recourse to him could aot be had for expla
nation, without delaying the publication. Mean time, the public call for the pro
ceedings has been loud and urgent ; the Committee thought it safer to omit 1ome 
apeeches than to run the risk of any, even small, errore in the seDM; uul in thia 
manner, injustice has been done to gentlemen residing at a distaaee, by omittins 
valuable remiuks; and injustice to the public also, by presenting the debat.len full 
and perfect than was expected. Sometimes a part only of a ~aker'• remarks hu 
been inserted, thereby intending to exelude a patagrapb, which itwu feared did not 
correctly express his idea. · 

Among the gentlemen whose remarks, or some of them, are th111 omitted, it may 
not be improper to name, Mr. Dexter, of Miehifin; Mr. Miles, of Erie, in Penuyl
vania, and Mr. Jones of the same state; Mr. anna, of Ohio; Mr. Arm1trongt of 
New York; Mr. Strong, of Connecticut; Mr. Morae, and Mr. M'Culloch, of New 
Jersey ; and if there are still others whole namea were not known, it is hoped they 
will be indulgent for the 'omission, considering the diffieulty which the reporter ex-

. perieneed in learning names, in an assemblage of men so inteuel7 occupied, and 10 
; soon dissolved. The Committee think it just to make an unsolicited aeknowledg
.. meat of the ability, intelligence, and attention of Mr. Marcu T. C. Gould, aten~grapher 
; to the Convention. 
~ It remains only to aay, t~at arrangements are made with the puJ.lilllen to print Ia 
. ~ future impressions, such additional speeches or·remarks as may be fanaiabed, and. to 
. correct errata that may be pointed· out; and that for these purposes, communication• 
;. may be sent to SAHUJ!L M. HoPJUNs, Albany; WILLIAII H. 114X1Ua.D, lkiea, or 
;; H.AaKAN DENNY, Piusbursh. 
.t. . 20tll October, 1830. 
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STATE ANTI-MASONIC COMMI1TEES. 
~ 

I• pul'l1lllllee of a resolution of the Convention, tho following list is published, though imper
fect. It ill requested that perfect lists of all the State Committees may be fumiahed aa 10011 aa 
poiBible, in order that the following may be corrected accordingly. · · 

VERMONT. 

Martin Flint, t 
Lebbeus Edgel10n, Randolph, Orange CI1WIIly. 
Calvin Blodget, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Abner Phel~, • 
.John D. Wllliams, 

. George Odiorne, 
HenryGassett, . 
William Marston, 
Thomas Walley, 
Benjamin W. Lamb, 

Ebenezer Withington, 
.John P. Whitwell, 
Benjamin V. French. 
Daniel Weld, 
.Jonathan French, 
.Jacob HaiL 

RHODE ISLAND • 
Walter Paine, .Jun. 
Chrilltopher Spencer, 
.John Prentice, 
.John Hall, 
.John Foster, 

.Josiah Wardwell, 
WyllisAmes, 
Daniel Matthewson, 
Lemuel Steere, 
Lodowick L. Thurston • 

CONNECTICUT. 
.Jonathan W. Edwards, ~ 
Gains Lyman, Hartfonl. 
N. D. Strong, · 
Calvin Barber, Sim.tbry, 

omo . 

Stephen F. Palmer, .&lifurtl, 
Sidney Wadsworth, F~, · 
Henry Perkins, Sakm. · 

.Jonathan Sloane, ~ George B. Depeyster, 
Frederick Wadsworth, Rawnna, Ponage Co. Gregory Powers, Tun. 
Cyrus Prentiss, · . 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Geo. W. Harrill, 
Francis Wyeth, 
Valentine Hummel, 
Lee Montgomery, 
.John Fo,;. 

NEW YORK. 

Frederick Whittlesey, Rocltut 
Harvy Ely, } 

Samuel Works, er. 
F. F. BachU8, 

NEW .JERSEY • 
.Joaeph Cutler,' ~ .,~·•- Hiill 
Abraham Brittin, S .........., . 

ALABAMA. 

BOlling Hall, l Samuel S. Graham, COOitz(]a, 
Abtlalom .Jackson, 
Lewia.Johnson, C4A4tD6G 
.J-ph Babcock, ' 

Aaron Bombaugh, 
.John A. Wier, 
Archibald Orme, (~,) 
Philip Fishbum • 

Thurlow Weed, .dlbatey, 
Bates Cooke,~. 
Timothf Fitch,.Bata11ia. 

.Jacob Mann, MorriltoaiJIL 

W. R.Norrison, } 
William Hewes, 
A. P . M•Cardy, c.u.aN. 
Thomas G. Gill, • 
E. Picken~, . 
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UNITED STATES 

ANTI-M.t\.SONIC CONVENTION. 

Philadelphia, Saturday, September 11, 1830. 

Ninety-six Dele·gates• to the United States Anti-masonic Convention, ·u
sembled in the District Court Room, in the city of Philadelphia, on the lith of· 
September, 1830, at 12 o'clock, M.-On motion of Frederick Whittlesey, of 
the state of New York, it was resolved, that the Convention be organized by aP"' 
pointing a President, four Vice-Presidents, and two ~cretaries; whereupon 
the following gentlemen were unanimously appointed, viz:. 

FRANCIS <:fRANGER, of the state of New York, - - - . Pruident. 
JOSEPH RITNER, ofthe state of Pennsylvania, - Ist V. President. 
ABNER PHELPS, pf the state of Massachusetts, ..; 2d V. President • . 
ROBERT HANNA, of the state of Ohio, - - - - 3d V. President. 
SAMUEL W. DEXTER, of the territory of Michigan, 4th f. President. 
JOHN CLARKE, of the state of Pennsylvania, - - - } S cretaries 
NOBLE D. STRONG, of the state of Connecticut, - - e • 
The Convention being organized, prayer was offered by the Rev. Moeee 

Thacher, of Massachusetts. . 
On motion of Mr. Whittlesey ,-Resolved, that a Committee of one from 

' each state and territory here represented, b~ appointed to lay before this Con
vention the subjects proper for its consideration. 

Messrs. Phelps, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Wadsworth, of Ohio, 
Terry, of Connecticut, Vanderpool, of New Jersey, 
Whittlesey, of New-York, Dexter, of Michigan. 
Todd, of fennsylvania, Slifer of Maryland, 
Clark, of Vermont, . Kirk, of Delaware, 
Paine, of Rhode Island, 

were appointed said Committee. 
The Convention then a~journed to 4 o'clock, P. M. 
The same day, at 4 o'clock, p. M. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn

ment. Samuel P. Lyman, a delegate from the state of New York, and Na
thaniel B. Boileau, and Alex:ander Plummer, delegates from the state of Penn
sylvania, appeared and took their seats. 

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee, to lay before this Convention, the subjects 
proper for its consideration, reported in part, by the following resolutions, viz : 

I st. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report 
rules ana orders, for the more convenient regulation of the proceedings of thUI 
Convention, · 

2d. Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state and territory here re
presented, be appointed to report whether it is expedient to elect honorary mem
bers of this Convention; how many, and who .are proper persoRS to be 10 
elected ; and under what restrictions, if any, they are to take seats -in this Con
vention.-

3d. ResoltJed, that a Committee be appointed, consisting of lill the secedin« 

'*Note-by the publishing Committee:-The names or membeu this day attending, are not 
bere ill8erted, as the 'names of all who attended the Convention, will appear auiN<:ribed to the 

\ addre• at the end or thiB volume. ' ' 
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meson. 1Jeloasiq to this Convention, to report a summary of lreem&'IOnry ; 
embntcing the prominent pointe in each degree, sufficient to show the nature_. 
principles, and tendency of the institution ; and that the correctnea of the samtt 
be cenified by each member of the Committee, according to the number of. de-
grees he has taken. · -

4th. Ruolt7ed, that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report9 

iDAen, wkere, and for wkat purpous, freeq1asonry was first instituted ; what has 
been its progress ; where it has flourished most ; and what is now the most 
probable number of the fraternity, in each country where it exists. 

6th. .Re&ol.,ed~ that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report 
what have been the pretensions of freemasonry, and how supported by facts. 

6th. &.ol.,ed, that a Committee of five . be appointed, to take into considera
tion the true nature of masonic oaths or obligations ; and to report whether they 
are, oc are not, religiously, morally, or legally binding ; and whether they are, 
or are not, in collision with the higher obligations of duty and allegiance, which 
every good citizen is under,- to support the constitution and laws of his country. 

7th. Resolt7ed, that a Committee of five be appointed, to examine the evi
derice, as to the truth of the disclosures contained in a work published by Elder 
David Bernard, entitled," Light on Masonry;" and to report thereon. 

8th. Ruolt7ed, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report a succint and 
lucid account of the abduction, and murder of William Morgan; and of the 
conduct, and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and individually, to 
prevent a conviction in·courts of justice, of their more prominent fellow-mason~, 
m that abduction and mu.rder. . · 

9th. Resol.,td, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and report, 
whether an adAerenu to the oaths or obligations of freemasonry, does or does 
not, disqualify a man for the impartial discharge of all important offices in the 
gift of the people, according to the true nature of our free institutions. 

lOth. Resolt7ed, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report upon the 
et'ecte of freema8onry on the Christian religion. 

11th. Resolt7ed, that a Committee of six be appointed, to consider the nature 
and spirit of anti-masonry, from the disclosures ofProfessor Robison, and the 
A.bbe Ba~el, to the present-time ; the arguments used by freemaaons, in S'llp

port of their institution ; and the means resorted to by the fraternity, tQ prevent 
mquiry into the principles, nature, and tendency of the order, and to report 
~reo~ · ' 

12th. · Ruolt7ed, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report what mea
lUre~ can constitutionally and properly be used, to effectuate the extinction of 
freemasonry ; to guard against its revival ; and to secure our free institutions 
against the future insidious assaults of all secret societies ; and to report an 
addre1111 on those subjects to the people of the United States. 

13th. Resol.,ed, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare _and report 
resolutions, expreSBive of the sentiments of this Convention, on the subject of 
freemasonry ; and that each 'member of this body be requested to aid said Com
mittee, by furnishing such resolutions as be may think proper. 

14th. Resolt7ed, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and re
port the best system of a national crirrespo!ldence of anti-masons, for the sole 
purpose of ditl'using information exte~ely on the subject of freemasonry, I.Uld 
oC other secret combinations, against the equal rights of mankind and our free 
iDstitutions. 

Thereupon ordered, that the said report J>e accepted, and that Committees 
be appointed accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Ruggles, Resol,ed, that a Committee of five be appointed, 
to report a mode for raising funds 811\ongst the members of tbii Convegtion, to 
defray ita eontinpnt expenaea. Thereupon, . ' · 
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Meetra. lblgglel, of Ma.uachUietts, Meura. Whitney, of New· York, 

Manchester, of New Yo.rk, Walker, of Penuylvaoia, 
Boyd, of Ohio, 

were appointed said Cornrillttee. ' 
The Convention adjourned to Monday next, at 10 o'clock, £.. 11. thea to 

meet in the· saloon of the Music~tl Fund Hall, in this city. 
Monday, Septeinber 13th,J830, the Convention met pursuant to ~joum

ment.-Prayer, by the Rev. Caleb Green, of New York. 
William H. Maynard, and George H. Boughton, delegates from the state of 

New York; Martin Flint, a delegate from thestateofVennont; Samuel Leidy, 
a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania 1 and Nahum Hardy, a delegate 
from the state of Massachusetts, appeared and took their aeats. 

The Co"Ulmittees, upon the several resolutions pused OD eaturday, were .an- . 
nounced by the President, as follows : 

Qn the 1st resolution, 
M.easrs. Denny, ofPennsylvania, 

Rose, of New York, · 
Lazell, of Massachusetts, 

On the 2d resolution,. 
Messrs. Clarke, of Vermont, 

Holley, of Connecticut, 
Bancroft, of New York, 
Alling:, of New Jersey, 
Middleswartb, of Peon. 
Kirk, of Delaware, 

Mf11181'8. Storrs, of Connecticut, ' 
Kelley, of Ohio. 

Mears. Dexter, of Michigan, 
Wadsworth, of Ohio, . 

. Slifer, ofMaryJand, 

. Paine, of Rhode Islaal, 
Bigelow, of Massachusetts • . 

On the 3d resolution, the Committee being ordered to conaist of eeo6dinft 
masons, the following gentlemen collltituted the same, namely, . 

· Meisn. Thacher, of Massachusetts, Meurs. Read, of New York, 
M~ck, ofDo. · Bernard, of Do.· 
Strong, of Corutecticut, · Armstrong, of Do. 
~arber, of Do. Morse, of New Jersey. 
Flint, of Vennont, Slifer; of Maryland. 
Ward, of New York, . 

On the 4th resolution, 
.Meut'll. Ward, of New York, 

Stevens, of Pennsylvania, 
Loveland. of Vermont, 

On the 5th resolution, 
:&I088rs. Oliver, of M8888Chusetts, 

Terry, of Connecticut, 
St. John, of New York, 

On the 6th resolution; 
Messrs. Hopkins, ofNew York,, 

Sheldon, of Do. 
· Ogle, of Pennsylvania, 

On the 7th resolution, 
Messrs. Morris, of New York, 

Flint, of Vermont, 
Rh~. of Pennsylvania, 

On the 8th resolution, 
Messrs. Whittlesey; of New York, 

lnfin, of Pennsylvania, 
Cooke, Qf New York, 

He88rs. M'Oulloch, of New Jerse1, 
Longley, of M8888ehuseua. 

.. 
Me11rs. Gillett, of Ohio, 

Brittin, of New Jersey. 

·Messrs. Potts, of Pennsylvania, 
Thacher, of Massaehuseu.. 

Meurs. Morton, M888aehusetts, 
Perkins, of Connecticut. 

Messrs. Conger, or New Jersey, 
Sabin, or V ennoat. 
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Oa the 9th resolution, 
Messrs. Boileau, of Pennsylvania, 

Taylor, of New York, 
Walker, of Massachusetts, 

On the lOth resolution, 
.Messrs. Maynard, of New York, 

Thacher, of Massachusetts, 
Loveland, of Vermont, 

On the lith resolution, 
Messrs. Jones, of Pennsylvania, 

Sweet, of New York, 
C. Green, of Do. 

On the 12th resolution, 
Messrs. Holley, ofNew York, 

Slade, of Vermont, 
Line, of Pennsylvania, 

On the 13th resolution, 

Messrs.' Greenough, ~fPennsylvan.i.a, 
Barber, of Connecticut. 

Messrs. Kirk, of Delaware, 
T. C. Green, ~of New York. 

Messrs. Boyd, of Ohio, 
Goffe, of Massachusetts, 
Thacher, of Do. 

Messrs. Gassett, of Massachnsetts,_ 
Curtenius, of New Yo!k. 

Messrs. Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Lawyer, ofNew York, 
Seward, of New York, Peters, of Massachusetts. 
Vanderpool,,.ofNew Jersey, 

On the 14th resolution, . 
Me¥rs. Todd, of Pennsylvania, 

Burbank. of Massachusetts, 
Stanton, of New York, 

Messrs. Nichols, of Connecticut, 
Adams, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Denny, from the Committee on rules. and orders, reported the following, 
to be standing rules of the Convention, namely, ' 

I. The President shall take the chair at the hour to which the Convention 
shall stand adjourned; and upon the appearance of a quorum, shall direct the 
minutes of the preceding day to be read. 

ll. The President shall preserv-e order and decorum ; shall decide questions 
of order, subject to an appeal to the Convention ; shall appoint all Committees, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Convention. 

III. All motions and addresses shall be made to the President. 
JV. No motion $hall be debated, or put, ,unless t!te same shall be seconded ; 

it shall then be .stated by · the President; and every motion shall be reduced to 
writing, on the request of the President, or any member. . 

V. If two or more members shall rise at once, the President shall name the 
member who is first to speak. 

VI. No member shall be referred by name in any ·debate. 
VII. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, except by a call to 

order by the President, or by a member thro1,1gh the President; when the mem
ber called to order shall resume his seat, until permitted by the President to 
proceed: · 

VIII. Any member making a motion, may withdraw it before the .question 
shall be taken, and before amendment made. · 
, IX. All questions shall be put in the order they are moved, except in cases 
of amendment and tilling .up blanks, when the amendment..last proposed, the 
highest number, and longest time, shall be first put. · 

X. The previous question shall be always in o~der ; and ontil decided, shall 
preclude all amendment and debate of the main question, and shall be in this . 
form, "shall the main question be now put t" 

XI. A motion to adjourn, shall always be in order, and shall be decided 
without debate. 

l 
l 
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Xli. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question, without 
~& ' 

.XIII. No motion for reconsideration shalf be in order, unless moved by a 
member who voted with the majority. 

Thereupon, Resolved, that the same be adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Strong, Resolved,'that a Committee of three be appointed, 

to receive the proceedings of this Convention, from the minu~s of the Secre
taries and reporter, and prepare them for publication. 

Messrs. Slade, of Vermont, · Mr. Denny, of Pennsylvania, 
Hopkins, of New York, . - . 

were appointed S!lid Committee. 
On !pOtion of Mr. Irwin, resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to 

inquire and report concerning the bearing and effect of the ties and obligatioos 
of freemasonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States. 

Messrs. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Ellis, of New York, 
J. Williams, of ~w York, Bogardus, of do. 
Rising, of Vermont, 

were appointed said Committee. 
A sealed communication was presented by Mr. Adams, from Samuel G. An

derton, of Boston, addressed to the President of the Convention, which wu 
referred to a Committee of three, consisting of Mr. Ruggles, Mr. Maynard, 
and Mr. Adams. Agreeable to a verbal report of said Committee, the com
munication was subsequentl.rread, and ordered to be embodied in the minutes 
of this Convention. • 

On motion of Mr. Sweet, Resolved, that a Committee of-:=- be appointed 
to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances o( the widow aiid children of Wil
liam Morgan ; whose duty it· shall be to report to tltis Convention what measui'es 
should be pursued, if any, for their support. Thereupon, ordered, that the said 
resolution be laid on the table. . 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, 
to inquire as to the influence of fremasonry on the public press ; and whether it 
be expedient for this Convention to adopt any measures in relation thereto. 

Messrs. Taylor, of New York, Messrs. Schenck, of New Jersey, 
Todd, of Pennsylvania, Slifer, of Marrland, 
.W. Willimns, of New York, 

were appointed said Committee. . 
The Convention proceeded to consider the resolution this day submitted, re

specting the pecuniary ·circumstances of the widow and children of William 
Morgan. . 

And thereupon, ordered that the same be rejected. · 
On motion of Mr. Barlow, ordered, that a list of the members ofthis Con

vention, be prepared by the Secretaries ; and that 500 copies be printed for th• 
use of the members. 

Then the Convention adjourned, to 9 o'clock, to-morrow monling. . 
Tuesday, September 14, 1830.-The Convention met pursuant to adjoUI'OI", 

ment.-Prayer by the Rev. Joseph Goffe, of Massachusetts. . , · 
Pliny Merrick, a delegate from the. state of ·Massachusetts, and Charles 

Starr, a delegate from the State of New York, appeared, and took theirseatl. 
Mr. Clark, from· the Committee on ·the admission of honorary members, 

made a report, which he read in his place; and which, being amended, wu 
adopted as a resolution as follows : ' . 

Resolved, that gentlemen friendly_ to the cause for which this Covention ia 

+ See Appendix. 
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a.embled, fiom ltatell and territories n6t here repretented, or &om aucb aij 
haYe not a full representation, may be invited to take seat. in this ConventiODil 
and th~ those from states not represented, may debate, but no such persons to 
have a vote, in any ease. I 

On motion of .Mr. Maynard, &tokecl, that no person shall be presented to 
this Convention, for admiaaion as an honorary member, from any state or ter· , 
ritory, represented in this Convention, except by the delegation thereof; nor 
uDle~~~ a majority of such delegation Jhall have agreed to reeommend such per
eon for admission. I 

· Mr~ Whittleeey, from the Committee on the abduction and murder of Wij- 1 
liam .Morgan, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. j 
. Mr. W al'd, from the Committee on the time and place of the origin of free

masonry, and for t11laat J*"PO«I instituted, made a report, which he read in 
hie place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.• 
Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o'clock, P. 111. 
The same day, 4 o'clock, p. 111. the Convenfton met pursuant to adjourn· 

ment. 
Samuel Parke, a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania appeared and took 

hiueat. . 
Thomas Baldwin } .Aaaph Rriee, } , · 
Josh B. Gibbo ' of Delaware, Oeorge .Allen, of Musachu~tts, and 

aa 08' Paul Barney, 
Joshua Lindley, } 

Ron. Mr. Shepard, of North Carolina. 
" ·u Pettengrew, 

were introduced ae honorary members. 
Mr. Whittleeey from the Committee, to lay before this Convention aubjeets 

proper for ita consideration, further reported by resolution, as foUows! 
Ruohecl, that a Committee of one from each state and territory, here repre· 

tented, be appointed to consider and report, on the expediency of having can· 
didatel nominated by the Anti-masonic party, for the Presidency, and Viet 
Preeid~ of the Uqited States, previous to the next election ; and on the 
....,., t..e, and place, of making such nomination. I 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted, and, 
lfeun. Ellmaker, of Penn. ' Messrs. Wad"worth, of Ohio, 

Maynard, of New York, Slifer, of Maryland, 
· Merrick, of Massachusetts, Kirk, of Delaware, 

Holley, of Connecticut, Dexter, of Michigan, 
Slade, of Vermont, . Paine, of Rhode ~land, 
Vanderpool, of New Jersey, 

were appointed said Committee. 
Mr. Hopkins from the Comm,ittee on masonic oaths, made a report which he 

read in his place. 
Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 
Then the ConYention adjourned to 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
Wednesday, September 15, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment.-Prayer by Rev. Mr. Sabin,'ofVermont. 
Lebbeus Armstrong, David Bemard, and Thomas C. Green, delegates from 

the etate of_ New York ; and Ebenezer Currier, and Daniel Gil~, delegates 
from the state ot: Ohio, appeared and took their seats. 

• Tbit, aacl the other reportt, ado~ by the C011vention, will be 'tOGnd ia a ~t part 
oftbil 101111M.-Not. by the Committee. . 
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Mr. Thecher from the Committee on the apirit ot Anti-m810b1)'1 made a re-

port which be read in his place. · . 
Thereupon, ordered, that the. said report do lie upon the table. 
Mr. Oliver from the Committee on the pretensions of' freeDl880Dt'1t made a 

report which he read in his plaee. · . 
Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Seward, &1ol"ed, that a Committee of' one Croin each state 

~nd territory, here represented, be appointed to m~e out and report a coneiae 
account of the progress and present state of Anti·maaonry throughout the 
U pi red States ; and, 
Me&81'8. Seward, of New York, 

Ogle, of Pennsylvania, 
Terry, of Connecticut, 
Kelly, of Ohio, 
Walker, of Massachusetts, 
Clark, of Vermont, · · 

were appointed said Committee. 

Messrs. Hall, of Rhode Ist.nd, 
Alling, of New Jersey, 
Kirk, of Delaware, 
Slifer; of Maryland, 
Dexter of Michigan, 

I 

The report of Mr. Whittlesey, f'rom the Conimittee on the abductioa aud 
murder of William Morgan, yesterday laid on the table, wu called up ud 
adopted. · 

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o'cloclt, p. 11. 

· The same day 4 o'clock, P. 11. the Convention met pursuant to ~n*' 
Mr. Ruggles from tl!e Committee on the mode ot 'defrayinr ~ CODtiopDt 

expenses of the Convention, reported by resolution, aa follows : · 
Re•olf1ed, that a Committee of five be appointed to raile money, by voluncuy 

subscription from the mexdlen of this Con"Jention, to de&ay the n~ ex
penses of the same; and that said Committee make the disbursements whieh 
they lnay deem necessary for that purpose, and pay over the balance _that may 
remain in their bands at the rising of this Convention, to the pablilhiag Com
mittee. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted. 
The Committee which made the foregoing report, were on motion of lfr. 

Whittlesey, constituted the Committee on the resolution af'oreeUcl. 
On motion of Mr. Read, &solf1ed, that a Committee of three, be appOinted -

to report, at what time the businesa of this Convention will admit olao adjourn· 
ment, sine die ; and 

Me88l8. Read, of New York, 
Clark, of Vermont, 

Mr. W adswortb, of Ohio, 

were appointed said Committee. ' 
Mr. Armstrong, from the CommittJe of the seceding maaons, on a sWmn811 

of freemasoJiry, made a report, which be read in his place. 
Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do .lie upon the table~ 
Mr. Holley, from the Committee, on an addteaa, &e. made a report, whiela 

he read in his place. . 
Thereupon ordered, that the said report, do lie upon the table. 
Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o'elock, to-morrow morning. 
Thursday, Sep}enlber 16, 1830, the Conve.ntion met punuaat to adjourn;; 

ment.-P~yer by Rev. Mr. Armstrong; of New York. . · 
Mr. Read, (rom the Committee on adjournment, reported by re10luti0nl. u 

follows: . · . 
Ruol"ed, that this Convention will adjourn, ~die, on Friday evening nelt. 

at 6 o'clock. • · · 
Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted. 



S JOURNAL. . (121 

Mr. Taylor, from the Comm~ttee on the state of the press, &c. 'made a J
1 port, which he read in his place. . 

Thereupon, ordered, that the .said report be adopted. ~ 
Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, made a report, which 

read in his place. , 
Thereupon, ordered," that the said report do lie upon the table. 
Mr. Walker, from the Committee on masonic oaths disqualifying for ofl'ice, 

. made a ~eport which he read in his place. · ' I 
Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. I 
The report of Mr. Hopkins on the obligaiory nature of masonic oaths, was 

called up and adopted. . . I 
On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved, that the thanks of t1UJ 

Convention, be respectfully tendered to John Thompson and Jacob Shearer, 
Esqrs. commissioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, for their courteoas 
permis,sioil to hold the .me~tings of this body in the district court room : and 
that the Secretaries be requested to furnish them with a copy of this resolution. 

The report of Mr. Holley;from the Committee on the address, &e. yester· 
day laid on the table, was called up and adopted. · 

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, that the pames of the members of the 
Convention, be subscribed to the said address. 

John Moore White, of New Jersey, was introdt!_ced as an honorary member. 
Mr. Ellmaker, from the Committee on the nomiBation of candidates for the 

Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, made a 'report, which 
he read in his place. · 

Thereupon, ordered, that the same do lie upon the table. 
Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o'clock, P. Iii. 
The. same day, 4 o'clock, P. M~ the Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
Jonathan Kearsley, of Michigan, was introduced as an honorary member. 
The.report of Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of seceding masons, on a 

summ!lry of freemasonry was called up, and on motion of Mr. Read, recom
mitted, to the same Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, Resolved, that the 9ommittee of seceding masons, 
to whom it was referred to report, a summary of the prominent points in each 
degree offreemasonry, and t,ha,t ihe ~arne be certified by each member, accord· 

· ing to "the number of degrees taken, be instructed and empowered to prepare 
such summary, when time may permit, after the rising of this Convention, and 
that the same being prepared and. sent from hand to hand, made correct, and . 
certified by the signature of each seceding masonic member, according to his 1 
degree, be transmitted to the Committee of publication, and be published with I 
the other proceedings. . I 

The report of Mr. Thacher, from the Committee, on the spirit on Anti-ma-
sonry, was called up and adopted. , 

Mr. Morris, from the Committee on the disclosures of freemasonry, made a . 
report~'whichhe read in his place: thereupon, ordered, that the same be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Slade, the report on the nomination of candidates for the 
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, was recommitted, to the . 
eame Committee. 

The report of Mr. Walker, upon the disqualifications for civil office by ma· 
sonic oaths, was called up and adopted. 

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
Friday, September 17, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjournment...:_ 

Prayer by the Rev.l\Ir~Morse, of New Jersey. 
Mr. Irwin, from the Committee on the effects of masonic ties and obligations, 

on the commerce and revenue of the United States, asked, that said Committee 1 

be discharged from the' further consideration _thereof. 
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Thereupon, ordered, that the said Committee be discharged aecordingly. 
Mr. Slade, from the Committee on the Presidential nomination, made. a far

\her report, more concisely presenting the views of the former report of the 
•aid Committee, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 
Mr. Todd, from the Committee on national correspondence made a report, 

which he read in his place. 
Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

an_d, Messrs. Henry-Dana Ward,\ 
. · Samuel St. John, j~ of New York city, 

Henry Cotheal, 
were appointed a national Committee of correspondence. , 

The report of Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, yesterday laid 
>n the table, was called up and adopted. 

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on the progress and present state of A.nti
nasonry, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report · be adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Hopkins, tlie report of ~r. Morris, fron;i the Committee 

)0 the disclosures of freemasonry, adopted yesterday, was reconsidered. 
Mr. Bernard then read a communication from N. N. Whiting, of New York, · 

m the upper degrees of masonry. The communicatio11 was ordered to be ap
lended to the said report, and publif!hed with it, and the report, so amended, 
ras again adopted. · 

The Convention then adjoUrned to 4 o'clock, P.M. 
The same day, at 4 o'clock, P.•M. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn

Dent. 
On motion of Mr. Holley, or New York, Resolved, that the estimate, which 

\nti-masonry places upon· the rights of election and the liberty of the pJ.!e48, 88 

he two main pillars in the temple of our liberties, is established, undeniably, by 
lvery page of our own history, and most strikingly illustrated by the recent re-
rolution in France. . 

On motion of Mr., Slade, Resolved, that this Convention earnestly recom
nend to the several state Anti-masonic Committees, to take immediate mea..
;ures to solic~t contributions throughout their respective states, by the agency 
lf their county and town committees, for the gratuitous dissemination of intel
ligence on the subject of freemasonry. 

On motion of Mr. Boileau, Resolved, that the address to the people of the 
United States, and such of the other proceedings, as the publishing Committee 
may select, be published in the German language. 

1\lr. Slade was excused from further service on the publishing Committee; 
and Mr. Maynard add'ed to said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Stevens, Resolved, that the publishing Committee trans
mit to' each member of this Convention, fifty copies of the. p~, or 88 

many as the funds raised, will warrant. . 
Mr. Maynard, from the Committee on the effects of freemasonry on the 

Christian religion, made a report, which he read in his place. . 
Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. • . 
Mr. Terry moved a resolution of thanks to the President ; whereupon the 

question being put by the first Vice Presiden, it was Resolved ufUJflimotuly, that .. 
the thanks of this Convention be presented to the Hon. ·Francis Granger, for dae 
able, faithful, and dignified manner in which he has presided over its delibera· 
tions. · · · 

On motion of Mr. Seward, it was Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of 
this Convention be presented to .the Vice Presidents, for their dignified and 

~ 

-\ 
I 
! 
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abie, and kl the Seeretarjes, for their faithful · and correct discharge of theirll 
.everal dutie., during the session of this Convention. · 

Thereupon, the Convention adjourned, nne die. 

; 

APPENDIX. 

LETTER FROM SAMUEL G. ANDERTON REFERRED 
TO IN. THE ~OURNAL~ 

Boeton, Aapllt 20, 183Q. 

To tl& Uaitul Stale• Anti-Maatmie Dekgatea, in Convention aauntbkd, at 
Plaila&~hia. 

<taii'I'UIIJDf, 
Allow me to e~ my aelmowledlrmenta for yoar exertiona to nppi'MI the evils of free• 

eoary. It hu be8a my mwortune to liave been hauled up and dismantled by tlie maaonic crew. 
I have not onl1 taken the horrid oaths of the order; but have witnessed the execution of' the 
bloody penaltiea. attached to tboee oatb8, ia tnae muoa.ic form, accordiag to the rules aad 
_, .. ~ the fiatera.ity ; and I bad ltrQng reuon to believe, from what I have been told by Dll· . 

• 10111, tbal tboee executiona are much more frequent than what bas been generally nppo110d. 
Oa the 15th of March Jut, I made aolemn oath before a notary public and a respectable num

ber of podemen ia this eity, to what I was an eye witnees. I did 1t of my own free will and ae
CIIId,and ftom&MDIIO ofdaty. It baa been asked why ldidnotdo it bbfore. I frankly answered, 
becauae I knew the nature of the muoa.ic inatitution. .1 knew that my life must pay the fer· 
feitnre; but the death of .Morgan, and BOOn after, that of my neighbour, which is wellknownm 
have taken place ia a IIWIOnic lodge room in Boston; the death ot' Artemas Kennedy, at Mil too, 1 
with all the mysterious, but convincing circumstances, to say nothing of 110veral other Btraop 
....._of JIIUON, led me to believe that duty called me to disCI0110 that horrid and bloodl murder ( 
ia Belfalt in Iret.o4. I told the world of at aa BOOn u I nppoaed it could be done WJth aafety 
to my own life. But I have beeu vilified and elandered agreeabll to masonic obligatJODS. 

· MasOna have said, and I believe they have published, that !'have dented alii bad etated,--that I I 
lntve saii tha& 1 w• druk wbea I did it, -that I was bribed or hired to do it. But so far from tbil 
being true, I wu repeatedly ue~ by the Anti-muona, befOre band, that no reward whatever, 
eit!Mr cl.iredlY orinclirec&ly, would ever be siven me for it, nor have I ever expected, or received 
IUIY thing. I went to eea before my afficlavit wae publiehed, and have never denied n word of 
it, nor was I the lealt intoxicated ; for proof ot' thte I appeal to tb0110 gentlemen who saw me, 
and I believe that one or more oftbem are memben ofyoar bouourable body. I have care(ully 
reviaed myUidavit since it- ~;~ubliehed. It ie pouible, that I wu mietaken u to one B,Yilable 
in the name of the landlord on Ltme Kiln Dock, the name might have been Greenwood, mstead 
ofGreenlow, thoqbi mD tbiDk that we ni!Od to call him Greenlow. But except this, and the 
miHpelling or 04in for Hofllin, and the omi811iou of the word " lltld" after " :&lftUt," in tbe 

. 6lla -teaee tioaa &he last.-And or tbe word" Mlilell'' after-" 6callat," ill the aame aentence, 
(for I went to London berore I joined the Hoffiin,) it ie correct. And IIOiemnly deelare in the 

. ~lUI$ oftbal GQd, before whom I expect to be Judged, and in preeence of my QOUDtry and of , 
mankilld, TIIJ.T &V&RY WOllD OJ' THJ.T J.J'J'IDJ.VIT IS TRU&. - !' 

With this declaration, I present one hundred and fifty copiea of the same to the Convention, 
IDCI ~ly ""'ll• ebeir accepcanee. · Witb the bighe.t reapect for yoar ltonoarahle body I 
• lllllbeeribe myeelf, 

SAMUEL G. ANDEB.TON. 



REPORT. 

01' TBI! ABDUCTIOI' AND MtraDEa OF WILLIAIII IIOUAN, .t.lfD Oft TU COlfDVC'f 
AND IIEASUUI OF TilE IL\BOI'IC FaATEal'UTY TO PUVEI.'fT COftVIC:TIOft .. &c. 

M,. Whittluey .from tiM CorAII\ittee RUt Ae1'M tneAtioned ..ue IAe~ . ..,.,. : 

Taz Committee appointed " to report a sueeinet IUld lucid moat of the .w.e:, 
tion and murder·or William Morgan, and of the eoDduct 8Jid meuurw adopted b1 
the fraternity, jointl)' aDd as individuals, to prevent a eonmtion of their more promi
nent fellow masoDB m that abdu!:tion and m11rder," be« leave to re~rt the follo1f'ias. 
statement of faetB, compiled either from the judicial evidence which hu been ghea 
in courts of justice, in relation to that tranBaetion, or from well autheoticued doeu
mentB, or from the personal knowledge of the faetl then stated. 

WILL JAil Moaou was born on the 7!11 day of Aupat, 1774, ia Culpe_pper coua~ 
Virginia. His occupation was thaf of a brieltlayer aad stone muon. Baviag ucu
mulated by his industry, a sufficient (und, he commenced buaiaeR u a merdaaat ia 
Richmond, Virginia. It is said, that he was a captain in a mili&ql repaeat, aad that 
he wa8 present at the battle of New-Orleans, inJ'aaaary, 1815. Be married LHioda 
Pendleton, in October, 1819, who wu left with two infaat childrea at the time of hil 
abduction. He removed from Virginia in ~e Call of 1821, and eommeaced tbe b.t
ness of a brewer, near York, in Upper Canada. The destrnctioa of his property by 
lire, soon after, reduced him to ~verty. Be removed to Rochester, Ia the 1tate of 
New York, and resumed his onginal occupation. An inJamm1ltion of the eyee, coa
tracted soon after, incapacitated him for labour, 1111d reDdered the pNIICII'e of 
poverty more severe. From Rochester he removed to Batavia. where he l"'lided ia 
the summer of 1826. William Morgan wu a member of the muonie frateraity, u4 
had advaaced as far as the degree of royal arch, in the myneri• of that IOCietJ• 
In the summer of 1826, it became. known that he wu preparing for publieacion, a 
work, in which the obligatioDB, secret signs, and ceremoniet of free muonr1 weN 
to be made public. It was also understood that David C. Miller, fD eatend appna
tice mason, and a printer at Batavia. was engaged, or to be engapd in printing the 
work. The knowled~e of these faets excited great commotion, among the mem...,_ 
of the masonic fraterwty in that vicinity, and in a wide extent of IUITOUIIdiag coa1rf. 
There was great heat and intemperance of expression in reladoa to tM ~ 
work, and an open avowal by members, that it should aever 180 the li3bt- C'ODMI· 
tatioDB were held 81J1ong them, as to the course to be pursued in relatiOn to the eoa
templated work; and it was understood, finally to have been det.ermined, tbat Its 
publication was to be preveJlted,_at all hazards • . It would appear, that there were 
several di6erent and distinct projects devised to produce thi8 result, which, eidaer 
were not attempted, or failed in their execution. · 

Measures were taken to injure the character or ~l?r.!an, aad thua t0 tbut\illloat 1toa 
sympathy and credit. In the month or August, .1826. aa advertisement wu inserted 
in the Ontario Meuenser, printed at Caaalld•a. of which tbo lollowiits il a eopy : 

"NOTICE AND CAUTION·."· 

ulf a maa calling himselrWilliam Morgan, ehould intrude himMlf on theeommu-' 
nity, they should be on their guard, particularly the MAaol'I.JC FuTU1'1~1'. Kerpa 
was ill this village in May lut, aad liis cooduct while here, aod ellewbere, nils IGrth 
this notice. Any inrormatioD in relation to Mcqaa, c&D.bo ebtaiud by calliac at tM· 
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ILUOl'fiC HALL in this :village. Brethren and companions are particularly requested 
to oblenJe, mark, and gtYCem themselves accordingly. (tl" Morgan is considered a 
swindler and a dangerous man._ (tl" There are people in this village who would be 
happy to see this Captain Morgan. 

"Canandaigua, August 9, 1826." 

This notice was copied into many of the newspapers in the western cNmties of 
the .state of New York, and particularly into two · newspa~;>ers printed at Batavia. 

In the month of August, 1826, a man representing that h1s name was Daniel Johns, 
· and that he WILJ a fur trader from Canada, came to Rochester, and spent most of his 

time in the warehouse of Edward Doyle, who had himself, about four years previous, 
removed from Canada, and wh'o was a high officer in the Monroe Encamp
ment. About the middle o~ August, he went to Batavia, and ingratiated himself so 
far with Morgan and Miller, by offers of pecuniary advances, that he was received 
into their confidence, and into a participation in the · publication. He remained at 
Batavia.about three weeks, and surreptitiously possessing himself of a portion of the 
~annscript, suddenly left Batavia with the portion he had thus acquired, and carried 

, it to Rochester. From thence, the manuscript was sent by a special messenger to 
the e.ity of New York; and laid before the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, then in lltlllsion in that city. 

In July, 1826, Morgan was arrested on a civil suit at Batavia, and gave bail. On 
the 19th of August, 1826, Johnson Goodwill, Kelsey Stone, and John Wilson of Ba
tavia, all free masons, and Daniel H. Dana, a constable of Pembroke, about fourteen 
milea distant, on ascertaining that neither of the heads of the families in the house • 

· where Morgan resided, were at home, rushed into his room and seized his person, · 
and all the papers which he was then engaged in arranginp for the press. The 
arrest was made by virtue of a bail piece, and he was hurried to Jail without time being 
given him to procure other bail. The sheri_ff was not to be found though he had been 
seen with the' four men immediately before the arrest,, and Morgan was detained in 
jail from Saturday until Monday following. . 

While he . was so confined in jail, search was made at his lodgings by virtue .of 
some pretended process, for the papers which Morgan bad been engaged in pre-
paring, but without success. · · 

Arrangements were made for the assembling at Batavia, on the night of the 8th of 
September, of members of the masonic fraternity, from different and distant places. 
They came from Buffalo, Lockport, Canandaigua, and Rochester, and expectations 
were entertained that there would also be a party from Can ada. None of them arrived at 

· Batavia until in the night, when they assembled to the number of forty or fifty, or more. 
The object o.f this party was to s~ppress the publicati~n of the work, by procuring 

' the manuscript r ·apers, and the pnnted sheets. For thiS purpose, an attack upon the 
printing office o Miller was contemplated, and it would seem, also, the forcible remo
val of Morgan from,. Batavia, to effect a separation between him and Miller. Eli 
Broce, the sheriff ofNiagara county, had been requested to prepare, and did actually 
prepare a cell in the jail of that county, for the reception of Morgan, whose forcible 
abduction, by this band of midnight conspirators, was confidently expected'. Colonel 
Edw&N'd Sawyer, of Canandaigua, headed, or commanded this party; but they failed ' 
to ell'ect their object, and dispersed a little before daylight, the next morning. 

-It is supposed that they were deterred from their purpose, by a knowledge of the 
fact, that Miller was aware of their intentions, and had prepared fire arms, and other 
ample means' to defend, both his person and his property, fro~p the attacks of violence. 
Many of the persons composing this party are kn9wn to have been selected and de
legated for the express purpose of going to Batavia to assist in suppressing the pub
lication of Morgan's book; and perhaps the numbers composing this party, and the 
different and distant places from which they came, illustrate more forci\>ly than any 
other single fact, the extent of the combination to. suppress the publication of the book. 

About this time, au article written by R. W . Haskins of Buffalo, _appeared in the 
Black Rock Gazette, a paper published forty miles distant from Batavia, of which 

· the following is a copy : _ . · 

.. MR. SA.LISBU,RY, ' 
, " Sir,-;-1 noticed in your last paper, an i~advertent error, copied perhaps fi·om 
othor-prmtl, l'elpeetiug a wretch by the name of Morgan. The statement that Mor-
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gan is an expelled 1D8101t, is a mistake. He il not an expelled muon, but JlD impos
tor, and a nrilldler, apiDat tbo fiYil designs of whom the fratel'llity han araplf 
pro'Yided. A MASON: 

"StpfftRbet-7, 1826." , 

On the night of the lOth of September, Richard Howard, otherwise called Richard 
Chippenfield, who worked at BUft'alo for the eame Haskins who wrote the foregoing 
paragraph, attempted, with sever& others whose names are not known, to set fire te 
the printing 41ffice of Miller, in Batavia. The sides of the building, and the euwide 
llt.ai,. leading to the office, had been literally sprinkled with spirits of turpentine ; and 
straw, and cotton balls saturated with the same combustible, had been provided. It 
burnt fiercely and brightly upon the first application of the lamp, a.nd had it not been 
instantly discovered by an individual who was accidentally a witness of it, the office 
must have been speedily consumed, and the lives of ten persons, then asleep in the 
two buildings, possibly made a •acrifice. 

On Sunday morning, September lOth, Nicholas G. Chesebro, of Canandaigua, 
master of the lodge at that place, applied to Jefl'rey Chipman, a magistrate at Ca
naudaigua, for a warrant. Chesebro came to the office with Ebenezer C. Kingsley, 
who made a complaint against William Morg_an, for having taken away a shirt and 
cravat, which be had borrowed oflOngsley. The magistrate issued the warrant upon 
the oath of Kingsley, which was directed to Chesebro, as one of the coroners of On
tario county, and handed to him. Chesebro, together with Halloway Hayward a 
constable, Henry Howard, Harris Seymour, Moses Roberts, and Joseph Scofield, all 
freemasons, of Canandaigua, left that place for Batavia, at about ten o'clock tho 
•ame morning, in an extra stage hired by Chesebro. 

The party were joined by four other individuals, all freemasons, at dift"erent 
places 6efore they reached Batavia. They stopped to take supfer at James Gan
IOn's house, in Btafl'ord, six miles east of Batavia. ·Doctor Samue S. Buder of Staf
ford, was thea introduced to some of the party, and informed that they had a warrant 
for Morgan. Doctor Bader went to Batavia the same evening, and was requested 
to inform Nathan Follett, and William Beaver, then master of the Batavia lodge, 
that the party were ~omillg. He did so, and on his retum met the Canandaigua 
party about two miles from Bata'ria, and informed Ganson that Follett had sent to 
them not to come. The 1rtage turned about; the party that originally started from 
Canandaigua went inw Batavia on foot, and the remainder returned • . The next 
morain! early, Morgan was arrested, and taken to the public honse where the party 
bad slept : an extra etage eoaeh was procured, and the party left Batavia for Ca
nandaigaa, with Mof!an in their custody. Miller attempted to procure the releue of 
Morr;aa. just as the carri• was starting, but he was pushed aside and the coach was 
driven oft' very fast, Che8ebro being on the outside with the driver, and urging him 
to drive fast, until they should get out of the county. The driver appeared to 
feel uneasy about the·proeeedinss, but was pacified by Ganson's assurance, that he 
would saTe him harmlell from all responsibility. Chesebro repeatedly looked back, 
ana said they should DOt take Morgan alive. They arri'Yed at Canandaigua with 
Mor!an the same day, and in the eveniag took him before the magistrate, who issued 
the warrant, by whom he was examined and discharged, Loton Lawson appearing 
as a witneu- on behalf of Morgan. Chesebro then immediately applied to the same 
magistrate for a warrant against Morgan, for a debt of ah9ut two dollars, claimed 
to be due f~m him to Aaron Ackley, a ta"Yeru keeper, which debt Chesebro 
alleged, was assigned to him. Judgment was entered against Morgan for two dol
Ian and •ixty-nine cents, debt and costs, and an execution immediately issued, 
which was put into the hands of .Halloway Hayward, then present. Morgan took 
oft' his coat, and ofl'ered it to the constable to levy upoa, for the debt. The con
atable declined receiving it, and arrested Morgan and committed him to the jail of Ca
nandai~a the same evening, on the execution. He remained in cu1tody in Canan
daigua Jail, until the eveniag of the next day. 

Immediately after Morgan was committed to jail, Loton Lawsob, a farmer resi-
. ding near Canandaigua, procured a hone and went to Rochester the same night, a dis

tance of twenty-eight miles, and retumed the next moming a little after breakfast. 
He went to bed soon after his retum, and informed the innkeeper where he slept, that 
some gentlemen from Rochester. would call for him in the course of the day. On . B 
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the 12th of September, Burrage Smith and John Whitney, of Roehetlter, took the j 
stage from that place in the morning, for Canandaigua:. They were joined by James 
Gillis, at Victor, ten miles distant from Canandaigua, and all three arrived at the 
latter place early in the afternoon of the same day. Smith and Whitney called upon 
Loton Lawson, in the evening of the same day, September 12, Loton Lawson called 
at the jail a little after dark, and asked for William Morgan. The jailer was absent, 
and Lawson informed the jailer's wife, that he wished to pay the debt for which Mor

•gan was confined, and take him away. Mrs .. Hall,. (the jailer's wife,) declined ac
cepting the amount of the execution, on the ground that she did not know the amount, 
and also refused to permit Lawson to have any private conversation with Morgan. 
Lawson asked Morgan, however, in the presence of Mrs. Hall, if he would go home 
with him if he would pay the debt and take him out 1 To which Morgan answered, 
that he would: Lawson then expressed great anXiety to get Morgan out that night, 
and pressed Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt which she stiU declined. 

Lawson went out and returned soon with another person, whom Mrs. Hall can
not identify, and insisted on her receiving the amount 'of the execution. Mrs. Hall 
peremptorily refused. . He went away and returned again, reiterati1:1g his request 
with the same eff'ect. He went away again, and soon returned with Edward Saw
yer, who advised Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt, and let Morgan go. 
She still refused. She subsequently consented ta discharge Mqrgan, at the request 
of Nicholas G. Chesebro, who was the real plaintiff' in the execution, and took the 
keys of the prison for the purpose of opening Morgan's cell. Before she opened the 
cell, Lawson gave a single whistle at the front door, which brought a man to the 
jail steps. Morgan's cell was unlocked; he came out, and Lawson took him by his 
arm, and went towards the door of the prison hall,. which was unlocked by a person 
on the outside, and they went out. Before they left the jail steps, Morgan waa 
seized with violence by Lawson, and the person who was called there by his whistle. , . 
Morgan struggled, and cried "Murder," once or twice, resisting_ as much as possible, 1 

and in the struggle his hat fell off'. Edward Sawyer and Nicholas G. Chesebro I 
were waiting near the jail steps, and when the struggle commenced, they followed 
Morgan and the two men who were with him, and who were going eastwardly from 
the jail. Chesebro came up with them, and stopped Morgan's outcry by thrusting 
a handkerchief, or something similar; into his mouth. Sawyer gave a distinct rap 
upon the curb of a well, at which signal, Hiram Hubbard drove up with a two hone 
carriage, which had been harnessed, and was in waiting for the purpose. He over· 
took the party, having Mor~an in their pouession, a few rods east of the jail, whea 
two of them thrust Morgan mto the carriage, and then got in themselves. The car
riage immediately turned around, and drove thro~h Canandaigua, Main street, 
northerly. This was about nine o'clock in the evewnl!, and it was a bright moon
light night. Loton Lawson, Burrage Smith, John Whitney, James Gillis, and pro· 1 
bably one or two other persons, whose names are not known, either rode in, or · 
accompanied, the carriage containing Morgan. It would seem, that this carri~ I 
was accompanied most of the distance by out ride)'8, either on horse back, or lR I 
some separate conveyance. A sulkeywith a man in it, started from Canandaigua just · 
after the carriage drove through the street, for which it appeared to have been wait- I 
ing some time: it drove past the carriage about three miles from Canandaigua, and 
stopped at Victor over night. At Vietor, the carriage containing Morgan aud the 1 
party with him, drove into Enos Gillis' yard, back of his barn, and out of sight from 
the road: and the party remained there about an hour, and took some refreshment. 
James Gillis here took a horse from his brother's stable, and it would also seem, that 
one other of the party accompanied or preceded the carriage on horse back, when it 
l~ft Victor. On the mornin~ of the 13th September, between 4 and 5 o'clock, Ezra 
Platt, a livery stable keeper 10 Rochester, anci a royal arch mason, was called upon 
for a carriage to go to Lewiston, and re~uested it to be sent to Ensworth's tavern 
in the village. Platt has sworn that he d1d not know who it was that called, or who 
wanted the carriage. He called up Orson Parkhurst, one of his drivers, who is also 
a . masou, and directed him- to prepare the carriage. Platt char«ed the hire of the 
carriage, as he .has sworn, to" The Grand Chapter, protem." lie has not yet re, 
ceived his pay for such a singular charge. 

The carriage containing Morgan, and the party with him, drove into Roehester 
about day dawn, and Hubbard watel1ld bis horses at the public reservoir, near the 
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eentre of the village. He has testified that one individual alishted from the carriage 
here, and W81 abient about fifteen minutes, when the same person returned 81 he 
auppoaed. The carriage then drove north, about three miles from Rochester; where 
the ridge road turns oft" from the river road. It stopped at the t'vern at the inter
section of the two roads a short time, with the intention of feeding. For some 
reason this intention was abandoned, and Hubbard drove the carriage about half a 
mile from the tavern, on the ridge road, and set down the whole party in the road, 
at a dilltance from any house, and near a piece of wood. The curtains of this car
riage, so far 81 it had been seen by day light, were closed. After Hubbard had set 
his party down, he returned, with the curtains of his carriage rolled up. Soon after 
the carriage left the tavern, piq west, Edward Doyle, orRocbester, rode up, on a 
horse belonging to Ezra Platt, and inquired if such a carriage had passed, and which 
way it went, Being informed, be followed after it. Platt's carriage, driven by Orson 
Parkh11rst, with some individuals in it, soon drove on the same road. It took up the 
party that Hubbard had left in the road, or a. portion of them, with Morgan, and 
arove west. Edward Doyle, on horse back. and foar or five persons in Hubbard's 
carriage, returned to Rochester ' 

A gentleman of Clarkson bad ensaged a pair or horses of Silas Walbridge, or that I 

place, to put before a carriage. The carriage driven by Parkhurst drove up to Clark
son about 9 o'clock in the morning, with the curtains and windows closed, though it 
was a warm day. This is about fifteen miles west of the place where Parkhurst 
took in his P~· Upon its arrival in the street of Clarkson, the gentleman who had 
engaged Walbndge'shorses, told him that he should not want thein, and immediately 
got into his sulkey, and drove about two and a half miles farther west, and en
gaged a pair of horses of one Captain Isaac Allen, a farmer. The carriage did not 
stop in Clarkson, b11t drove on to Allen's. Upon its arrival, Allen's horses were 
taken out of the orehard, where they had been drawing apples, and were harnessed 
to the carriage w~ch Parkh11r1t drove, in e:r.ehange for the horses which be had 
before driven ; and Parklwrst mounted the bo:r. again, and drove on weft, When 
the carriage arrived at Gaines, about fi.fteen miles west of Clarkson, Elihu Mather, 
residing at that place, took the horses of his brother, James Mather, and followed the 
carriage, which had pused west · through the village. He overtook it at some dis
tance from the village, where the horses were exchanged in the street, at a distance 
from any boUle. When the exchange was eft"ected, Elihu Mather himself got upon 
the box, and drove the carriage west, while Parkh11r1t returned east, with Allen's 
horses. 
. The stage which had left Rochester early the same morning, arrived at Murdoch's 
tavern before the carriage containing Morgan pas8ed. A gentleman of high stand
ing, of Rochester, was one of the passengers in the stage; when the stage arrived at 
Murdoch's tavern, this fieDdeman called the man aside who then bad charge of the 
tavern, and asked him if he was a royal arch mason ; being answered in the nega
tive, be asked Cor writing materials, with which he wrote a note, and despatched a 
boy with it to Jeremiah Brown, residing in that vicinity. Jeremiah Brown came to 
the tavern soon after, and held a conversation with him. When the stage went 
on, Brown and the gentleman both went on, in it. Soon after, Brown returned to 
the tavern with two horsee, riding one and leading the other. When the carriage 
containing Morgan came along, which was soon after; Elihu Mather, who was then 
driving it, beckoned to Brown after. the carriage had passed the bouse a short dis
tance, and Brown went up to him, and appeared to hold some coo•ersation with 
him. The carriage drove on. Brown took his horses, ... d followed oo lifter it ; but 
it would seem that he left his horses, and got on to the carriage himself. Burrage 
Smith bad followed the Morgan carriage in a sulkey, but be bad not overtaken it 
when the carriage arrived at Murdoch's. The camase ~topped at evening, at the 
tavern of Solomon C. Wright, in New Fane, Niag~ eounti, where the road 
turna oft" to Lockport, and about three miles distant tberofrom. It was here driven 
into the barn and she doors closed, and the party remained at this place some time, 
to procare refreshments, and to make arr&D~ements for relieving those who.bad tra-

. veiled in the carri~e with Morgan all day,, and the whole of the previous DiJ1iht, and 
who muat neceasanly have been gready fatigued. · 

Burnge Smith went to Iilekport in his sulkey, and to"ther with Jared Darrow 
tailed upon Eli Bruce, the sherift' of Niagara county, and informed him that Morgan 
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was in their possession, and was going to Canada; and requested Bruce's uaistaaee 
in getting him along. Bruce and some others went to Wrigbt'e, where several per
eons were assembled. Bruce and David Hague got into the carriage with Morgan; 
Elihu Mather drove, and Jeremiah Brown was on the box with him, and they left 
Wright's about ten o'clock in the evening. The penoas who came tl!ere with Mor
gan, probably most of them went to Lockport that night, and went into Lewiston the 
next day in a stage coach. At Molyneux's tavern, six miles distant, they stop~ ; 
and Bruce procured Molyneux's horses, in exchange for Mather's. An individual 
accompanied the carriage on horse baok. Brown then drove,, and they reached 
Lewiston, fourteen miles distant from Molyneux's, somewhat after milinight. Tho 
carriage was driven around to a back street, and unbarpeued. Samuel Burton, one 
of the proprietors of the stage line, at Lewiston, was called upoll for Ulistau.ce. He 
called up Corydon Fox, one of his drivers, and directed him to haraess a carriage. 
He did so, and drove up to the tavern. Bruce got upon the box with him, and by 
his direction, Fox drove around to the back street, where the other carriage was un
harnessed, when Morgan was taken out of the one carriage, and put into the carriage 
which Fox dr4ve. Bruce and Hague got in with him, and Fox, bf Bruce's direc
tion, drove to Youngstown. They called at the house of Colone William King, 
at Youngstown, and stopped. Bruce alighted and called up King, who came out 
with Bruce, and both got into the carriage. Fox drove on towards the fort, by 
Bruce's direction, and when arrived at the burying ground near the fort. be was told ' 
to stop. He did ao, when the persons bavinr; Morgan in charge, got out, together 
with Morgan, and all four walked otr, arm m arm, towards tho fort, and Fox was 
told he might returu. Morgan waa ho,odwinked and bound at thia time. It appears 
that arrangementl had been previously made, for the, reception of Morgan upon 
the Canada side of the river, with persona residing upon that aide. After the party 
left the carriage, they went to the ferry houae, and Colonel King called up Edward 
Giddins, who then kept the ferry. All of them cr0888d the river, together with Gid
dins,' and landed nearly opposite to the fort, at some dietuce from anr. dwelling. 
Mr. Giddina and David Hague remained at the boat with Morgan. while Colonel 
King and Sheritr Bruce went into the village of Niagara, to see the masons with 
wb!'m it had been arranged to receive their victim. They were abaent a~at two 
hours, and returned ~th two other men, one of whom was Edward MeBride, then 
a member of the parliament of Upper .Canada. After some conference, it wu deter
mined to bring Morgan back aga.~n, inaamuch as the arrugementl for his reception ' 
in Canada were not yet complete. This event had probably been anticipated, as 
both Giddins and the 'keeper of the fort had been requested, two or three a.ys pre
vious, to prepare the magaziue for the reception of Morgan, which they had accord
ingly done, by removiug the principal part of the public property from it. After the 
refusal of the Canada maaon1 to receive Morgan, the same perso01 who had taken 
him across the river, re-crossed with him, and placed him in the magazine, which 
had been so prepared for his reception, and locked him Ut. This was some time 
~efore day dawn, on the moming of the 14th September, 1826. Morgan was left 
1n ~barge of Edward Giddins. The fort was unoccupied by troops, and indeed was 
entirely deserted, except by Giddius and the keeper, ud their rMpective families. 

On the 14th day of September, 1826, a royal arch chapter was installed at Lewis
ton; which event called together a very CODJiderable assemblage of maaona, of that 
degree, from Rochester, Butralo, Lockport, and other place~~ in that vicinity. It 
would appear from the testimony of 011e or two witnesses, and the statements of. 
others, that scarce an individual maso11, attending that inltallation, could have been 
ig!lorant of the fact, that Morgan was Jlt that time confined in the magazine of fort 
N1agara. _It appears to have been a aubject of conversation among them, and several 

· were. then Informed that •ncb was the fllS!t. On the day of the installation, Giddina 
remamed at the fort, to see that all was kept safe. He, together with John Jackson, 
went to the ~agazine, fo_r t~e }>\lrpose of carrying Morgan aome food. Morgan re· 
fused to admit them, and said be would starve rather . than fall into their hqds ; and 
he made so great au outcry as to render it necessar1 to dispatch Jackson to Lewiston, 
to procure the assistance of some one to silence ·hun. ·David Hague came down in 
haste, a distance of seven miles, but d.id not .succeed in quieting Morgan. Two 
other persons were then sent down from Lewiston, and one of them, (Loton Lawson) 
of whom Morgan seemed to have a great dread, went into ~e magazine, ud sue· 
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ceeded ilr stilliag him. In the evening, twenty or thirty penons, besitles those be
longing to the fort, eame from Lewiston, and were at tlie fort. About midnight. 
IeVen ponons, all royal areh muons, held a consultation on the plaiD near the grave 
yard, 10me'roda distant from the fort, as to the manner in which Morgan should be 
disposed of. There ~M~emed to be but one opinion among them all : that Morgan had 
fodeited hie lite, for a breach of his mason1c oblig~ttions ; and that it was their dutr 
as maso01, to see that the penalty was executed. The7 came to a determination to 
proceed in a body and seize Morgan, and perform tlaeu own duty, by casting him 
JDto the river. After they J,.ad started to carry this determination into effect, one of 
the company discovered a reluctance to go such len,;tbs, which eneeuraged others to 
remonstrate, ud the project was abandoned for ihat time, Ou the night of the 
15th, a similar consoltation was held between four persons, as to the disposition of 
Morgan, but nothing was decided upon. At tbie consultation, Colonel King became 
olfended with Mr. Giddins, for expre11ing a desire that Morgan should be released; 
and Giddins surrendered to him the key oftbe magazine, which was afterwards en
tnuted to the care of Elisha Adam1. It is known that Morgan remained confined 
in the magazine during the 16th ud 17th, and it is believed that be was so confined 
lllltil the 19th of September. 

As to the dispositiOn of Morr;an, after the evening of the 14th of September, no
thing has yet been made known judicially, but circumstances are strong, to induce 
the belief, that be.was put to death on the night of the 19th of September, 1826, by 
being east into the depths of Niagara river. Several l?.ersons have been informed, 
by those who were understood to be co~nizant of the guilty secret, that such was the 
(act, and Hiram B. Hopkins, has testified, that he, as a mason, was informed in 
January, 1827, that Morgan had been murdered. . William P. Daniels who was called 
as a witn011, at the late trials at Lockport, refused to answer a question, on the ground 
that he mipt criminate himself as an aeeeasary to the crime of murder, although he 
wu told expreaaly by the judge, that he must have better evidence, that a murder 
had been committed, thu the public· po11essed, before he coold decline answering on 
such ground. 

It will strike any one, on hearing a recital of the facta connected with the abduc
tion of William Morgan, that the combinatiou. to elfect that measure, must have been 
very extensive, embracing a large number of individuals. The judicial examinations 
of the subject have brought out very many names as connected in a nearer or more 
remote degree, with the transaction at 10me stage of ita progre11. The bare. seizure 
and transportation of a man from such a distance, rendered the employment of many 
agents, a matter of abiOlute neeellity. and it is now well known that many knew of . 
it, who took no active part in the infraction of the laws. It was probably known to 
numbers of the loclce-going maeona, in several of the western counties of New York, 
that some measures were contemplated to be taken for the •oppression of Morgan's 
intended publication ; and it has been judicially proven, that measures, which con
templated the use of violence, to effect this object, were matter of discUI8ion amoag 
masons in the loclce room. · 

. It woold be naturally supposed, that a conspiracy, so wide spread, the execution 
aad knowledge of which was confided to so many individuals, would not oppose for
midable difficulties to a complete exposure by judicial investigation. In the history 
of crime, those which employ the most accomplices, are usually the easiest of detec
tion, particularly it the agency of some partake but slightly of guilt. But such wae 
not the ease in the investigation of this violation of the' laws, and the difficulties 
wbieh were encountered, will be hereafter noticed. 

In January, 1827, the trial of Nicholas G. Chesebro, Edward Sawyer, Lotoo 
Lawson, and John Sheldon, for their agency in the conspiracy, was brought on be~ 
Core Judge Throop, at Canandai~ua; the three fint, under the advice of counsel, 
pleaded guilty, and the only question, as to the last to be tried, was the identity of 
the man. Tbie course excluded the testimony in relation to the conspiracy, which 
was anxiously looked for bl the public. Lawson was sentenced to two years im
prisonment in the county jail of Ontario county, Chesebro to one year, and Sawyer, 
to one month. Sheldon was found guilty and sentenced to three months imprison-
ment. · 

In April, 1827, J618e French, James Hurlburt, Roswell Willcox, and James Gan
IJn, were tried at Batavia, in Genessee county, for the forcible arrest of David C. 
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.Miller. They were all found guilty, but Gaoaon: French was sentenced to u impli
sonment of one year, Wilcox for six months, ud Hurlburt for three months. 

In February, 1827, several of the persons who went in the carriage from Canan
daigua to Batavia, and arrested Morr;an, and brought him to Canandaigua, were 
tried at the general sessions in Ontario, for forcibly seizing, and falsely imprisonq 
William Morgan, and they were acquitted, on the ground that they were protected 
by the warrant for his arrest. In August, 1827, Harris Seymour, Henry lloward, 
Halloway Hayward, Moses Roberts, James Gaoaon, Chauncey H. Coe, Hiram Hub
bard, and James Lakey were tried at Canandai~ua, for a conspiracy to kidnap and 
carry away William Morgan, and were all acqu1tted. Application had been made 
to De Witt Clinton, then governor of the state of New York, for the removal of Eli 
Bruce, sherilr of Niagara county, for his participation in the abduction of Mo~gan. 
The sheriffs in the state of New York are elected by the people, but the constitution 
provides for their removal by the executive, for good cause shown, on charges pre
ferred, after giving the officer time for his defence. This application wu pending 
before the governor, for a long time, but on the 26th day of September, 1827, be 
i~tued his proclamation removing Eli Bruce from the office of sherilr. 

Eli Bruce, Orsamus Turner, and Jared Darrow, were tried at Canandaigua. in 
August, 1828, for their agency in the conspiracy; Eli Bruce was found guilty, the : 
two last were acquitted. A question of law, arising out of the indictment, was 
carried np to the supreme court,~eeided against the defendant,. and he was sen ten· i 
eed to an imprisonment oftwo years and four months in Canandaigua jail. . I 

In May, 1829, John Whitney and James Gillis were tried at Canandaigua. John 
Whitney was convicted and sentenced to an imprisonment of one year and three 
months. The Jury could not agree in the case of Gillis. I 

In November, 1829, Elihu Mather was tried at Albion, in Orleaoa county, and 
after a tllial which consumed nearly two weeks, he was acquitted by the verdict of j 

the jury. A motion for a new trial was made by the special attorney, but the 
supreme court denied it. 

In June, 1830, EzekielJewet, and Jeremiah Brown, were tried at Lockport, in 
Niagara county, and were severally acCJuitted. In addition to these trials, there are 
indictments now pending and undetermmed, against eighteen persons, some of which 
will probably not be further prosecuted. . 

David Hague, William King, and Burrage Smith are dead; WiUiam King died 
suddenly, the mornin~ after he received information of the testimony of Eli Bruce, on 
the trial of John Whitney. · , 

Having thus given a brief history of the abduction of William Morsan, and noticed 
the trials growing out uf that transaction, it now becomea the duty of your commit· 1 

tee, to furnish a statement of the conduct and measures of numbers of the masonic 
fraternity, to prevent the conviction of those implicated in these gross violations of the 1 

laws of the land. Appalling as is the conviction which i1 pressed upon us by the 
history of that abduction, that hundreds of respectable men, in the western 1 

counties of the state of New York, could be found, who would be willing to 
violate the laws of the state, and the sacredness of private property, penonal 
libert_y, and human life, to prevent the publication of the Reerets of free masonry, 
yet, It would be infinitely more alarming, if it should be found, that great num· 
bers of the members of that fraternity, bad made use of every possible device 1 

to prevent the discovery of a high handed oJrence, aud to obstruct' the administra· 
tion of justice, and the due execution of the laws. The first, however extensive the I 
combination may have been, was but a single outrage, and like hundreds of other ' 
fearful crimes, might have been punished and forgotten, and the public have felt I 

secure in the! protection of the laws, in witnessing the unobstructed execution of their 
penalties. The latter, by unhinging the whole administration of justice, would ex
hibit a state of facts deeply alarming to a community, who eminently repose upon 
the l.aws u~der lvh!c~ the:y live for protection, and rely undoubtingly upon their due 
and 1mpart1al adm1wstrallon. When rumours of these outrages first became public, 
the citizens of the community, in which they' were perpetrated, felt .themselves 
called upon to investil!iate how it was, that a peaceable citizen should be forcibly 
seized in a populous v1llage, aud transported against his will, one hundred and fifty 
miles, through a thickly settled country. As worthy of a free government, they 
deemed themselves bound to ~~&certain why, and by whom, a fellow -citizen, enjoyiug 



!8] ABDUCTION OF .. MORGAN• 9 . 
~e same privileges, was abstracted from the protection of the laws, under circum
stances which created well grounded suspicions of a horrible fate. The inquiries 
for information in relation to Morgan, were answered by taunts, reproaches, and 
ridicule. At first, the members of the fraternity were bold enough, openly to declare, 
"That if Morgan h&4 been put to death, his fate was no more than he deserved; be 
had forfeited his life." These declarations were made by perhaps hundreds Of free
masons, within two months after the abduction, and there is scarce an individual, 
wbo at that. early period took any interest in the investigation, but can call to mind 
distinctly, many s11ch declarations, made by respectable and influential men. 

Wben intimations were thrown out that an appeal would be made to ·the laws, 
more than one freemason has been beard to say, that the judges were masons, the 
sherift:"s were masons, and the jurymen would be masons, and set at defiance the re
quirements of justice. 

There seems to have been a determination on the part of the fraternity, not only 
to suppress all information in relation to the outrages, but even to repress 
inquines and qut!stionings, which might tend to elucidate it. Individuals who ven
tured to make remarks which such au infraction of the laws were calculated. to 

, elicit, were made the subjects ofwreasonable abuse, and vindictive hostility, by the 
lodge-going members of the fraternity. The public press, which has, in almost every 
other instance of alarming crime, been made ·in some measure the means of its in
vestigation, or at least of making public its details, was, in this instance, with a single 
exception at first, awed into the most slavish silence, by the iuftuence of freema
sonry. The.conductors of many of the fublic prints in western New York, were 
themselves masons, and the proprietors o others, who did not belong to the frater
nity, were soon given to understand that it would be most fatal to their interests, to 
publish any thing in relation to the ill fated Morgan. A single instance may illus
trate this species of inftuence. In the month of October, or November, 1826, Elihu 
F. Marshall, a quaker, and the conductor of a paper, called "The Album," published 
in the village of Rochester, ventured to say, in an editorial article, that the unlawful 
abduction of William Morgan ought to be the subject of investigation. The paper 
with an article of this import had no sooner appeared, than Edward Doyle, a bight 
templar, and treasurer of the Monroe Encampment, rushed into the office of the 
Album in a storm of rage, ordered his paper to be discontinued, and his advertise
ments stopped, and told Marshall if he did not cease publishing articles against the 
masonic fraternity, many others would take the same course, but that if he retracte4 

' the next week, all might yet .be well. Do.yle then went to the printing office of a 
royal arch mason, and boasted " that he had shut the quaker's head." We regret 
to add, that the timid editor quailed under the masonic threat, and in his next paper 
made a partial retraction of his previous article. · · 

In· addition to the difficulties thrown in the way of investigation, by the silence of 
the public press, thus coerced, the public mind was distracted and misled by false 
statements, in relation to the re-appearance of Morgan, ).>Ublisbed in pri~ts under 
masonic control ; so much so, that public belief upon thiS subject was for a long 
time nnsetded, and the elforts of the investigation paralyzed. There can be little 
doubt but that the authors of such statements contemplated such results, and hoped, 
if possible, by these means to avert punishment from the guilty, or to excite doubts 
u to the guilt of the agents in the abduction. It should not be forgotten either, t4at 
Corydon Fox, who was heedlessly selected to dri'Ve the carriage from Lewiston to 
fort Niagara, not being at the time a mason, was, a few days after, admitted to a 
membership in the fraternity, without fee or reward, in the hope, doubtless, that his 
masonic obligations, thus thrust upon him, would effectually seal his lips, as to the 
transactions which he witnessed, on th!lt eventful night. . 

At the time of Morgan's abduction, the sberilfs of the dilferent counties of the state 
of New York bad the sole power of selecting, and summoning, the grand juries for 
the several courts within their respective counties ; and such selection was made a 
abort time previous to the session of each court. At t_he same period, also, the· she
rilrs of the respective ~unties of Erie, Niagara, Genessee, Orleans, Livingston, ~o~
roe, and Ontario, whlCb were the theatre of the outrage, were all masons, and .lt IS 
believed, that all of them were of the degree of royal arch. ., 

A grand jury, .which met in Genessee county after the abdqction, was convened in 
Februarv, 1827; Doctor Samuel S. Butler, of Stalford, in that county, was ap-

-~ . 2 
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poiatN foremau. He wu a knight templar, and a large· portion of the jury were 
muooa. He said to one of the jurymen, also a knight templar, "a majority of the 
jurors are m.-s; we have got tho stu1fin our own hands, and our friends must not 
be indicted."' 

The first grand jury which wusummoned in Niagara county, (of which Eli Bruce 
was sheril',) liter iaquiries began to be made in relation to the outrage, met in ;Ja
nuary, 1821. Sixteen mSIBoDB were summoned on that grand jury, and several who 
were friendly to the institution. No examination was, however, made before that 
grand jury, as the witneues had been supcenaed to attend at that time in Canandai
gua upon the trial el Chesebro and others. At the court of Oyer and Terminer, 
held in Niagara eounty, ia April, 1827, the sheril'again summoned tbegrandjurors. 
There were tweoty-one members present, thirteen of them were freemasoDB, and 
and six friendly to them. Paul Haws, who has since been found to be an important 
witness, and NonD1Ul Shephard since indicted for the Morgan conspiracy, were two 
of these graadjurors. At the May sessions, a majority·ol masons were summoned 
on the jury, aacl at the September seuioDB, about half of the jurors were freemasons, 
but there were a ll111Dber who were warmly in favour of the institution. Eli Bruce, 
however, was indicted at Canawiaigua, a short time before the September sessions. 
· Complaint was made agaiDBt Eli Bruce, sheril' of the county, before the April 

sraad jury, fOl' beiag co&eerned in the abduction of Morgan. The foreman, a free
masoa, examined the witn89888. Ia the course of the examination, one of the other 
jurors ventured to uk a witneu some questions. The foreman called this juror aside 
and privately ~lieitea him, thereaftu, to refrain from asking questions. Some of 
dae juron had beeo fumis-d with questions in writing, to put to particular witnesses, 
with a view of eliciting the truth. It was known that such papers were in the room, 
and the jury Yoted, by a large ma~ority, that no use should be made of them. 
Oae juror insieted, hewever, on makmg use of them. One witness stated that he 
knew nothing which weuld go to convict any person upon : being called upon to 
.. ate what he did know, he asked to be exClllled, because he was poor; and .his testi
mony qht preve ltU nUn. A larr;e majoritf of the jury voted to excuse him from 
anJwering. One of the jurors pertipaciously msisted upon the witness' answer, and 
after a long debate, Jiaally obtaiaed hi• answer. One witness, notwitstanding all 
the cunning ill ke&Jring the qU«<tions, did testify to Bruce's acknowledgement of 
hit •ney ia earrymg Morgan te · Niagara. Several witnesses were afterwards 
ealled to impeach the testimony of this witn888, and one or two did answer that 
he was not to believed oe hia oath. One witness testiJied, that he had been 
informed-by a reapectable individual in Canada, in whom the witness had Cull eonfi
cieaee, that Morgan had been carried to fort Niagara, thence to the Canada share, 
and wu from thence returned to the fort again,-tllat Morgan had been put to death, 
aacl that hit body was in the bottom of Niagara river, and might be found, if searched 
for immediately, and that he, (the iaformant,) could ~II the place where it could be 
found. The witaell stated that he received this informatioa from a muon, who 
enjoiued the witnesa to keep his name a secret, as if lplown, bjs life would be the 
forfeit. One juror insiated that the witness should na.Jile the person who gave him 
thi• information, but he refused, and nearly, if not quite all the other jurors 
preeent, sustained the witness in hit refusal, and he' was allowed to retire without 
IUI8Werin~ the question. While this jury was in session, the foreman took Eli 
Bruce pnvately into a aide room, and was there with him some time. This grand 
jury, so far from finding any indictment against Eli Bruce, or any other person, drew 
up a presentmC!nt to the court, that they had discovered nothing which would 
authorise them to Jind a bill agaiDBt any person, and also framed and sent a memo
rial to the governor, in which they stated that there was not a shadow of testimony 
implicating Eli Bruce, as guilty of, or aeeessary to the abduction of Morgan, with the 
exception of one witness, who was so contradicted, and whose general reputation 
was so bad, that they did not place any reliance upon it. 

It is very certain that a series of questions, to be propounded to the witnesses, bad 
been so framed, that the witnesses could answer Without eliciting any dangerous in
formation. This must have been the ease, or real ~rjur_y must have been repeatedly 
COI!Jmitted, on the investigation before them. All the 1mportant.witnesses to trace 
the whole abduction from Rochester to fort Ni~ara, were examined b~fore this 
crand jury; the same witnesses, upon whose testiJDony, bills have been found in 
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edler eues. aad eooYictioDa w. TbirteeD or the wlme.eseu.ined helore tbil sr-114 
jwy, bave been liaee iDdiewd, not one orwbom protected himMlf on the eumiaation. 
- the ground &bat be 1bould crimiDate bimleU'. Three of them, Davicl Hape, Onamaa 
Tlln.r, aod Jared Darrow, have liDee 'been 1hown by the teltimoay of Eli Bruce, 
himself, to bave bad a criminal agency in tbe abduetion. Edward Gicldiu, in bil 
publiabed "StateJDeDt or Facti," .ap, be wu subpatnaed befwe dlil grud jllfJ', 
which maeb alarmed thOle who were impticated. 0.. of them informed GiddiDt, 
that he would so aad 1ee the foremiiD, Ud state to bim Gicldinl' situadon, that be 
might bow how to question him, 10 that bil BDIWel'll mislat not iJQure othen. He 
nbsequeady iaformed Giddinl tbat be bad told tbe foreman what Giddins bew ol 
the ai'air, ad that the foreman would pat DO queaion ·bat wlaatGid&HDI coulcllllel)' 
aaswer. 

Hiram B. Hopkm,l, a royal arcb m-. a deputy under Bruce, ..t pei'IIOually 
knowiDg to the abdue1ion of Morsan illt the time, says, in a pubJilbed Ieaer, elated, 
Februu-y 28. 1830..-" After the abdncaon of Captain Morg~m, I 1l8ed frequendy te 
uk 1he masons how they expected to e.cape punishment for that outrap, addiDS 
that if found out, the perpretratol'll ol the dcied would haft to ld"er the reward due 
to their crime~. Tbey llave told me time and spin, that tlaey wolllcl aever· be 
broupt to puqillunent, becUI8 all were maso01 With wbolll they blld to deal, ucl 
particularly the aberi1& eC thole eountill, in which tile o88ace·wu committed, W81'11 
all muoDB, wbo bad the ~electins or the graad juri•: that • rud jary wHid bl 
IIUDIDoned wit.bout t..ialt two third• maou. And wbea tba time .mved for nm
moaing &be pudj11rJ for thia county, (N'~) I bad my orde1'll not to 111mmo. 
any but such as were pvtaealarly Crieadly to the muoaic inltitatioa. Says Bruce, 
we m•t haft at least two thUds ol them muoDI, ad the -otben fri..Uy to the 
order. H we bave ali181110D8 they will eupeet Dl. Tbe .i1D'J W'M acco~ 
IQIDmoned. The lllbjeet or the abducaoa 1nl broudlt before ... The dietnet 
attorney 1n1 a nyal MCb muon wilD 1mew all a\out tbe MCII'pll al'air, Ia my 
opinion, and tile foreaan of tile j11rJ Wll 0118 or the warmeet sealotl of the onler ill 
die county. If I utake IIOt, more than two tbirdl of the juy were muon•. Tlae 
dietrict attorney and fDremiiD, 10 framed the cpaeltioDI popounded to the witn...-, 
that after th• esaminia1 diem, they drew up an ioetr'11alent Biped by all tbe jvy, 
the substance of which wu, that they had DO reuon to belilwe that Morgan bad ever 
JMIII84'd tbro~b thia ~oaaty." 

Wbea the iD.babitantl of Monroe eouaty &rlt beld tMir m~, co take into con
sideration the Olltragll, and devile ID88.DI for their iu.ve~tiptioa, tbe meetiag at 
that time, placed 10 much con6dence in the profeuions or williup811, made by 
aembers ol the frateroity, to aid ia the inve~ugation of thel8 oa~ that tbey 
appoiated four or five aasons upon the committee of inTeltigatioa. TIUI collllllittee, 
aCw tJaoir appointmeat, lleld their meetinp, and commenced apoa their iaq'lliriea, 
lllld at the •ame time entered into a honorary obliption witll each other, aot tO 
diseloee any information wbieb misht be obtained by the committee, ouly 10 far • 
was ll8eSiai'J' to proeare the arreet of ol"ead81'11 that qbt be clilcovered. Tbe 
memben or tbe committee wbo were not ma10D1, soon ueertained that the lodgt
soing members of the fraternity in the villap, were ke_pt eoutaad:y informed of ue 
proeeed~ of the committee, and of the iaformation wbich thej had collected. On• of 
the muowe memben of'tbil committee, then a knight templar, 1tated at a lodge meet
in,, eooa after the committee was appointed, "that be bad no cloabt that wbat had 
been done with Morgan wu inteaded for the best, but it had turned out otberwile, 
IDd was an unfortunate bnsine•· Tbat be did not wiah to know any tbing &lout it, 
be w• on the coDUDittee, and cautioned them if ~ knew any thins abtut the 
bllliaeu, to keep it to tbellll8lves, u be wu in a delicate lituation.'' Tle other 
memben of the collllllittee soon BIC8rtained, that no Bllistance could bQ.expected 
from freemUODI in aid of the investigation, and felt themiCIVII COmpelled to with
draw from them, and punue their inquiries by themselves. 

When the dif'erent committee~ had by great diligence, sliCCeeded in traeiug Morgan 
to Lewiston, they appointed deler,tes from among their own memben, to proeeed 
to that place, and pialb their inqwries u to his llnal fate. They went there, to the 
number of~eventeeu, in the, month of Jaauary, 1827. Tbe memben of the Cratemity 
in that plaee and the Yicinity, were obviolllly alarmed and exeited, and collected 
from Lewiston, Niagara Falls, Y Ollllptown, and other places iu the vicinity to tho 
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aamber of forty or fifty, some of them armed, exhibitio«, and expreiJSiug the utmoat 
nge and vindictiveneu towards the convention, on account of the purpote of their 
moetin«· They heaped every epithet of ioault and reproach upon those quiet men, 
who had come from a great di.etanee with no other purpose than the lawful investi
ption of an outrage agaioat the laws. They came rudely into the room ·where 
they met, and after insultingly taking the light, and looking around into the 
faces of those who were there, extinguished it and left them in darkness. Their 
obj~ct, evidently was, to l_)fOVoke the members of the. convention to viol!'nce ~d 
reststanee, and thus to bnng on a general aft'ray, wllich must have termmated 10 

~loodshed. So di.egraeeful a result was only pnwented by the moderation of the 
convention. A general conference was had between the two parties, when the dis· 
trict attorney of Niagara county, a royal areh muon, reproached them for coming 
into his county to investigate a crime wbieh they could look after themselves, and 
lavished upon them the molt vituperative language and vindictive abuse. It is 
almost needless to say, that the convention were not deterred by this violent conduct 
from pursuing their iniJuiries. 

Soon after the eonVJction of Chesebro and others, at Canandaigua, and while the 
Lewiston convention were holding their meeting, Burrage Smith and John Whitney, 
of Rochester, privately left their places of residence. One of the Rochester committee, 
100n after, saw Burrage Smith in Albany, and informed Bowen Whiting, Esq. district 
attoruey of Ontario county, who was also there, of the fact. Mr. Whiting applied to 
John 0. E:ole, police justice of Albany, and an officer of the grand chapter of the state, 
for a ~arrant to ~rest Smi~ for the conspiracy. The magis~te ~ade out the.w~t 
early m the mommg of the 2d of February, 1827, and retained tt, to place 1t m the 
hands of an officer for service. Though a constable came into his office soon after 
the warrant was made out, and wae there again more than once in the forenoon, yet 
the warrant was not put into a coutable's hands until the middle of the afternoon. 
The coutable went immediately to the public house where he wae directed to aerve it, 
and wae told by the bar-keeper, that he bad a warrant for Smith, but that he was 
too late; Smith bad escaped. It wae soon afterwards ascertained, that Smith and 
Whitney had both 4ed from the northern parts of the United States, and that money 
had been furnished to one of them from the funds of the grand chapter, to enable 
them to 4ee from their homes, as fugitives from justice. 

. In December, after the abduction, Colonel William Kin«, left the state of New 
York, and procured the appointment of sutler at Cantonment "Towson in the territory 
of Ark8D8as, whither he removed. In December, 1827, Messrs. Garlinghouse, 
Bates and Mead, received requisitions from the governor of the state of New York, 
addressed to the ~ovemors of Louisiana and Ark8D8as, for the surrender of William 
King, charged wtth the murder, and Burrage Smith and John Whitney, charged 
with the abduction of Willi~ Morgan, as fugitives from justiee. They went to Ar
k8D8u, and obtained the neeessary papers from Goveruor Izard, and proceeded to 
Cantonment Towson, which they reached, February 14, 1828. 

Mr. Garlinghouse went alone, and privately presented his papers to CaptainR. B. 
Hyde, the commandant at the station, while his eompanioos remained without the 
fort. He exhibited tlae order of the govemor,--a letter ffOID the adjutant general 
under the direction of the secretary of war, and a letter from Colonel Arbuckle, 
collllllanding officer at Cantonment Gibson, and requested Captain Hyde, to give 
UBiatance in the arrest of William King, then sutler at the station. He refused to 
Ulist, or aft'ord Ulistance, and refused to furnish a guard for his removal, but said 
he W()uld send for Lieutenant Colquhon to aecompany him to King's store. He 
went c.ut for that pu~, and wae absent a short time. Soon after his return, a 
report was brought tn that Lieutenant Colquhou coold not be found. Another 
officer was then sent for, with whom Garlinghouse went to King's store, but found 
be had gone away with Lieutenant Colqubon, and after diligent search he could not 
be found. Clark Sanders states, that Captain Hyde bad a conversation with Lieu
tenant Colquhon in his short absence to &nd a messenger to send for him, and that 
Lieutenant Colquhon stated to Mr. Bates, that be informed K;ing that some one was 
in piH'IIuit of him, and went with him into the woods, when he, (the Lieutenant.,) 
came back and ascertained that King was to be arrested for the murder of William 
Morgan, artd then directed King's clerk, to take his (King's) hone, into the woods, 
which he did, and King rode olf. It is understood that Captain Hyde, ~nd Lieu-
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tenant Colquhon were muons: King W88 not arrested, neither were Smith or 
Whitney, tllough they were heard orrrequendy. 

Preparations were.made in the winter of 1827, by the Batavia committee, to pro
cure the arrest of Richard Howard, of Buft"alo. for a SUJiposed agency in setting fire 
to Colonel Miller's office. He, however; ded before lie waa arrested, and from 
the affidavit of John Mann, taken in February of that year, there is reuon to believe 
that be feared punishment for a higher crime than even midnight arson. From ano
ther affidavit made by Avery Allen, in March, 1829, it would appear that this Richard 
Howard came to the city of New York, in February, or Mare&, 1827, and attended 
a maaonic meeting at St. John's Hall, in that city, where he confeBied in open lodge, 
that he 888isted in putting Morgan to death, and that he waa famished with fUilds 
by the knight's companions, then present, to escape to Europe, and that after being 
secreted frOm purawt by members of the fraternity, he did eeeape; certain it is, that 
no information baa been received of this Howard Iince he abteonded, and that the 
officers of justice have not been able to penetrate the veil of eeerecy which concealed 

his o~!h~at difficulty that baa been met with in the prosecution of the conspirators, 
is that of procuring the attendance of maaonic witnesses. Witneues who still be
lo.llged to the institution, were reluctant in their attendance at court, and frequently 
refused to obey the ordinary proeeu of subpa~na or evaded its service. This waa so 
often the caae, that it waa fiequendy neeeuary to procure their arrest long before 
the courts, at which their attendance waa wanted, should sit, and place them un!ier 
heavy bonds to ensure their attendance. This unusual course waa necenarily 
adopted in several instances, when the inefficacy of the ordinary procen had been 
made moat abundantly manifest. Difficulties never encountered in any other pro
secution were here encountered at every court, and at every step. Witnenea 
have been secreted and sent oil' without tJae jurisdiction of the courts, and remained 
concealed for many months before any information could be obtained respecting them. 
These occurrences were so frequent, and of IUcb a character aa to forbid the belief 
that they were the result of individual ell'ort alone. They evinced that extended 
combination, which almoat irresistibly p1'818ec upon the mind the conviction, 
that they were the result of the secret and myatic agency of freemasonry, which 
alone from its peculiar organization ponea1e1 the means of such extensive and 
secret concert. Some facts under this liead may illuatrate this branch of the subject. 
In the aummer of 1827, Eliaba Adams, the same man to whom Giddins transferred 
the keys of the magazine, waa ee"ed with a subpmna to attend a court at Canan
daigua. He started, in obedience to the proceu, and came 88 far aa Rochester. 
From thia place all trace of him waa loat. He bad disappeared, and waa not heard 
of for months, though the moat diligent inquiries were made reapeeting him, and 
even public inquiries in the newspapers were made for him throughout the country. 
In the apring of 1828, it waa aaeertained that he waa residing in a aeeluded manner 
in the northern part of Vermont. Meaaures were taken for his arrest with such 
se~ and deapateh, that he waa apprehended about 3 o'Clock in the morning, 
and before he could be advised that Jiia place of residence bad become known. 
He exprened no .. urprise at his arrest, but said that he did expect to have been 
informed before any procen could be ae"ed upon him. In the course of his journey 
to Rochester, he convened freely and fully with the agent having him in charge, 
and frequently avowed hie determination "to make a clean breaat of it," when 
ealled upon aa a witn811, by telling the tmth. As it waa known that be waa a reluc
tant agent of the conspirators, confidence waa placed in his promisee in this particu
lar. He continued in this frame of mind until he arrived at Rochester, where he waa 
at once surrounded by the coull881 for the conspirators, and the guilty ropl arch com
paniou of that place, who 11oon auceeeded in establiahing their myatenoue induence 
over hia coll8cieace, and aubjeeting him to that oblitjation of their peculiar code, which 
onder the most fearful penalties eojoins the keepmg of a companion's secret in all 
eases, "mnrder and treuon not excepted." Mter his interview with these men, he 
manifested a determination JI.Ot to teatify, and from bill declarations to an old friend, 
we are led to believe that be waa deterred from telling the tmth by threats of a fate 
as horrible aa waa that of Morgan. 

Oraon Parkhurst, the penon who drove Piau's carriage, containing Mor~an, from 
Roebeater woatward, aa 100n aa the outrages became a matter of public mveatiga-
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cion, w• feaDCI to be absent. No trace of him eould be found, 8Dd attem~ta were 
made to mislead the committees, by .repreHn1ing that he had gone to Micbi«an, and 
odler place~, widely different from ·the place of his actual concealment. 'r'he most 
diligeat inquiries were made respecting him for months, and eYen years, and all 
hopes of penetrating tho concealment whieh 1ereened him, were nearly abandoned, 
when hil place of re.idence wu diecovered, in August, 1829. Prompt, etieient, and 
~eeret measures were immediately taken, to secure hil attendance as a witness, and 
he was uDUpeetedly IUTellted in the eastern part of Vermont. He had supposed that 
all d~U!fer of filldiag bim had pUled ; and he was living in the fancied security, that 
if any danger af thil kind threatened him, he should receive timely information. Ho 
wu regularly advised by m. Rochester brethren of all that transpired ; and twice 
during hil abeenee, George Ketchum, a pensioned agent of the fraternity, had visited 
laim. Twice, also, had he left his place of residence, and at each time, •pent some 
moRthl hiding in another state. He was brought u far as Albany; in Jhe mean 
time, the fratemity at Rochester had become suspiciout of the true 1tate ot the case, 
and sent on to Albany, that he must, at all events, be abstracted from the person 
havins him in charge. Poll888sed of .thOle instructions, agentl were employed to 
keep a vigilant watch; and when be left Albany, in charge of the ageat of the state, 
he was followed by an agent of the fraternity. He wu thus punued westward, 
nearly two hwulred miles. At Mentezuma, an un1mown penon came oa board the 
canal boat in which Parkhurst wu, jut at night. He did not give hil name, and 
no one knew him. That Bight, the IIDknown individual and Parkhurst escaped from 
the boa&, and ao tidinp have been heard of bim tinect. Parkhurst was himself a 
mason, and if he had testifiecl to the truth, would have been a 111.01t important wit-

. D81J1, It is believed, that hie teHimony w011ld have dileloled the ageney of several 
persons in Rochester iu the conspiracy, ~ainst wbom no proCif had hitherto been 
found. Th8f had therefore a deep stake m hil ablence. 

The driver of the stage west, on the naomins when llorpa w• carried through 
Rochester, mi~Jlt, by JUs teltimony, have thrown some light upon the subject. He 
also left the place, and when at lelagth it was ascertained, in Auguat, 1~, where be 
wu, measurps were taken to secure hill atteJHiaace as a·witnea. Altbough these 
measures were taken with every precaution of secrecy, yet, by some unaccountable 
meana, he became informed of them, ud !ed jut before the officer arrived to arrest 
him ; and the wormaticm that might have been derived from his teltimoay was 
entire!)" lost. . · 

Isaac Farwell was preseat at Solomon C. Wrigllt's, on die evening of the 13th of 
September, when the party was there with Morgan; and u they remained at that 
place several hours, and proeured an accession to the number. of the eoupirators, 
hil testimony was exceediagly important. He, however, with the aai.atanee of mem
bers of the masonic fraternity, so lkilfully avoided tbe proeeB that wal isH.ed to 
compel hil attendance, that the public proaeeator oaly •ueeeeded once in rumg him 
before a grand jury. Mter that, he forfeited the boads which t. hacl ~ven for his 
appearance to testify on trial; and not all the constant exerti9111 of vigilant officers 
were aufticient to discover him again. For many months, he was secretly lying from 
county to county, and as the approaeb of courts reDdered BOW exertioae to secure 
him probable, b1ding in Canada, without the jurisdiction of state proee~~. Just pre
vious to the last special circuit, held in Niagara county, the pi'OIM1ltiltfi officer of that 
county ascertained that he had puaed through Lockport but a ahort time previous, 
and •up posing that it was hi• intention to vilit his family, who resided three miles from 
that place, be sent an C)fficer there to ~ure him. Farwell did not visit his family, 
though be had not eeen them for many montba. It was sabsequendy ascertained, 
that-be had been informed of the hazard to which be expo&M souw el the fraternity, 
by an appearance so open, and that he was taken by the wife of Solemon C. Wright, 
and smuggled oft" to Canada the same night, without even beiDg permitted to visit 
his own house, or to iufol'l}l his wife that he was-in diat vieinU,:. These are not the 
only instauces of witnesses abaconding or beitlg 1ecreted, but if all were to be enu-· 
merated, the detail would be found to be too tedious. There are circumstances ex
ia~g in relation to eo~e of them, which leave the irresiltibl.e presumptiGn UJ?On the 
mmd that they were hired, at a heavy expense, to leave thelT houses anti their busi~ 
ness, in order that their testimony might not place the reputation, the liherty, and 
the live• of some members of the fraternity at haz~trd. 
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Edward Giddias wu told, if he would leave the colllltly to eue hillriellck, UJ 
amount of money which he ahould demand wu ready for him, and had beea far
Dished for the expre111 purpoae. An extravll8ant aam wu alao oJI'ered for hia pr. 
perty, if he would go, by a muon, who aaid he wu authorized to make the parehlue, 
and that the money had been furniahed by the grand lodge for the purpoae. . 

The conduct of masonic witneuea on the ataDd, after their attendance had been .,. 
cured, is alsQ worthy of a few remarka. With v.ery few exeeP.tio111, they manifeeted an 
evident reluctance to teatify. In aooae other' cues, the)'. teatiied with obviouaand paJ. 
pable falaehood. Some of them exereiaed a 1pec101 of c88uietry, in relation to 
their judicial oath, wJW:h is not a little remarkable. It 10ema that thoae implicated 
had argued themaelvee into the belief, that there wu no greater sin than the break
ing of a m88onic oath ; that if they told the truth in relation to the .outrage, they 
should divulge a aecret which they were masonically bound· to keep, whicli would 
criminate themaelvee ; and that, therefore, their only conrae wu to teetify that " they 
knew nothing about the aJI'air.". Strange u ia, the infatuation maDifested by du. 
reasoning,. there was not wanting a counsellor of the aupreme court, a royal arch 
muon, to adviae them,· that if they were implicated in the aJI'air, they might safely 
swear, that "they knew nothing about it," bustead of protecting themaelves from 
answering at all, on the ground that it would criminate themaelvea. Certain it ill, 
that m&n:J witn81161, to whom cireumstancea almoat unerringly pointed, 88 having 
a knowledge of, or being implicated in, some portion of the transaction, did come 
forward, and solemnly make oath, that "they knew nothingaboJlttheaJI'air." Some 
othen, who did pretend to give an aecount of their knowledge of the transaetioo, 
testified in auch a war, as to leave an imprellion upon the mind of every auditor, 
that they had not eatllfied·that part of their judicial oath, which required them to 
tell the whole truth. No man, who heard the teatimony of Hiram Hubbard, Ezra 
Platt, Solomon C. Wright, and eome othen, .could believe for a moment, even from 
their own statementa, that they had diseloaed all they knew of the aJI'air. The evi
dence that wu extraeted from witne11e1 of thi• character, was absolutely wruag 
from them, 10 reluctant did they appear to diacloee. Witneaaes, in several instances,. 
came into court with their own couneel, a circamatance unheard of in courta of jus
tice before, to advise with them what questions they wer& legally bound to answer. 
They would frequendy refaae decidedly to answer a question, enn after its propriety 
had been argued by their own counsel, and decided by the court, and continue in 
auch contnmacioua conduct until the order wu made out fGr their commitment, and 
then their firmness would give way, and a reluctant answer would be forced from 
them. Some of them, of more determination of purpoae, or having more important 
~eereta to conceal, stood out in their refusal to answer until the last. In Mareh, 
1829, Isaac Allen rcfuaed to answer a question, befor& th& grand jury of Monroe 
county ; the jury reported him to the court, which determined, after solemn argument, 
that the 'Witness could not protect himself from answering the question. He, how
ever, still refuled, an4 wu committed for the contempt. In June, 1829, Eli Bruce 
waa taken before the crand jury of Genesee countr, on a habeu corpus, 88 a wit
ness, and he refueed to be sworn. At a special eireu1t, held in June last, at Lockport, 
in Niagara county, Onamus Turner wu called u a witness, on the trial of Ezekiel 
1ewett, the keeper of fort Niagara at the time of Morgan's confinement there. The 
three following questions were successively ..put to Turner, u a witness : " W 88 the 
defendant one of the persons consulted with, in relation to separating Morgan from 
his friends at Batavia, 88 a means of suppressing the contemplated publication ol a 
book conceraing the aecret of freem88onry 1" " Do you know that the defendant, 
Ezekiel Jewett, wu applied to for a place, in or about fort Niagara, for the purpoae 
of confining William Morgan 1" " Was you ever present when the subject of pre
paring a place at fort Niagara, or at any other place within the county of Niagara, 
for the confinement of Morgan, was discussed in presence of defendant 1" He suc
ceesively refused to answer these questions ; and he was sentenced, for this contuma
cious conduct, for the first contempt, to thirty days imprisonment, and $250 fine, flDd 
for the two last, to thirty days imprisonment, for each contempt. 

On the same trial, Eli Bruce and John Whitney, were called as witnesses, and 
•ucceMively refused to be sworn. Bruce was sentenced to thirty days imprisonment, 
for this contempt; and Whitney to the like imprisonment, and also to fay a fine of . 
. t250. These Individuals, are all liable under the laws of the state o New York, 
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to be further punished for their eontemptl, after eoovietioo upon an iodietment, by 
imprisonment for one year each, and by a fine of t25Q. It is evident that no slight 
eanse could have induced them to take this course, and enbjeet themselves to such 
punishment. All of these witnessee had been tried for the conspiracy, and could 
oot, therefore, be called in question agaio for tAat oft'enee. No other individuals 
eould be iodieted thereafter, for any lesser oft'enee than murder, as the statute of I 
limitations had then barred proseeutiooa for any other oft'eneea connected with the 1 

Morgan outrage. It would seem as if the fraternity had set down, and coolly counted 1 

the cost of the matter; and had come to the determination, that it was wise to shut 
the door completely agaiolt the bare chance of establishing the mu~er of Morgan, 
by aoy facti or inferences to be derived from their testimony, even though it should 
be done at the expense of the liberty and property of some of its members. In these 1 

ioatanees, the power of the fraternity came ioto collision with the laws of the land 
in a most marked manner, aod set them, and their penal requirementl at defiance, 
and prevailed iD the eodiet. The laws were seen to be impotent agaioet a power 
so secret, so murderous, and eo overwhelmiog. 

Public officers, who owned the power of the masonic obligations, have been found 1 

wanting in their duty, as officers, •n relation to prosecutioDB connected with this out
rage. One honourable exception, however, exists, iD the ease of Bowen Whiting, J 

Esq. district auomey of Ontario county, who, though a freemason, bas fearlessly, ·! 
honestly, and eft'eetively, discharged his public duties, and given his best exertions ;I 
with eooaiderable success, to bring the olt'enders to punishment. With this excep- 1 

tion, no assistance whatever has been given during the whole COU1'116 of the iovestiga- ; 
tion, by any adhering member of the masooie fraternity, in aid of the purposes of :· 
justice ; (!n the contrary, individual masons, not particularly implicated in the trans- ; 
action, have interposed every obstacle iD their power, to prevent the developement I 
of truth. Indeed 1t was &)?parent to every one, that freemasons, both collectively J 

and individually, were dee~dedlr. opposed to any inve~tigation of the outrages, and 
determined to suppreu inquiry,.1f any eft'ort of theirs could suppreu it. Purses have 
been li&Jerally opened, exertioJll llave been freely given, to prevent convictions, to ·: 
enable oft'enders to elude justice, and to aid in the removil.l and eoneealDJent of • 
important witnesses. Though several of the conspirators have been convicted by an l 
impartial jury of their country, and some of them have even confessed their guilt, ! 

yet not a single one of them has been aubjected to even a masonic censure. On ·c 
the contrary, most of the conspirators have received the marked countenance and sup- ~ 
port of the order, been protected by its fundi, and shared largely in its aympatbies ~ 
and in its patronage ; and even some of them, after their agencr in the conspiracy, '~ 
had been generally known, and publicly proven, have been r81Bed to a still higher ' 
rank in the honours of the ioatitutioo, as a reward, avowed in the case of Eli Bruce, ! 
for the very acts which should have consigned them to infamy and punishment. ~ 
The severity of their punishment has been alleviated iD every possible manner, by 1 

the sympathy, encouragement, and countenance of their maeowe brethren ; aod the ~ 
disgrace which usually attends a criminal conviction, bas been in a measure averted, : 
by cheering the unfortunate meu upon whom it presB61, with the idea that it was a mar- 1 

tyrdom iD the cause of heaven descended freemasonry. Indeed there have not been 1 

wanting public papers, which have dared, in the face of abundant proof, to say, that 1 

convicted conspirators were honest, upri~ht, innocent, and persecuted men. The 
Rochester Craftsman, established in the wmter of 1829, for the purpose of defending 
freemasonry, and endorsed by men etherwise honourable and respected, grouly 
libelled the court, jury and counsel, by whom Eli Bruce and John Whitney were eon- 1 

victed, and boldly asserted that they were honest and ionoeent men, who had fallen 
victims to the prejudices of the tinies. For this libel, its editor was convicted and 
punished; but he set at defiance the laws, and still persisted in the charges for which 
be had been brought to justice. John Whitney, after be had returned from the . 
Southern states, where he had been hiding from justice for many months, was taken 1 

under the patronage of the fraternity, courted, cheered and sustained by them, and 
placed in the way of a lucrative and profitable business. Mter his releue from the 
Imprisonment to which be was consigned by the laws of his country, he was received 
at his home with open arms, by the fraternity, and cheered and sustained bf their . 
countenance, support and patronage. Orsamus Tumer, who was confined m the ' 
jail of Niagara county, for contumaciously refusing to answer proper and legal ques · 
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dons, waa lauded in the Craftsmaa, aad other kindred prints, as a miraele of eon
atancy aad firmness; aad when the period of his imprisonment had expired, be waa 
conducted from the jail to a public tavem, in a coach aad four, with enthusiastic 
demoustratilns of respect by the fraternity, , 

Facts of such a nature-exist, as to induce the belief that the fraternity have, by 
meaus of the agents of their societies, furnished funds to support individuals convicted 
of an olfence against the laws, to aid those indicted, and 1n one instance, to enable 
a suspected member to escape from the punishment of the laws of hie own state. 
Some of those individuals who were lint convicted and imprisoned for their partici· 
pation in these outrages, were, at the time of their imprisonment, known to be in 
embarrassed circumstances, yet, one of these individuals at least, found means to 
carry on his business while confined in jail, and at the expiration of hie' period of 
confinement, was found to be in better cireumstaaces than at the commencement of 
his imprisonment. It bas been stated, too, by Jarvis F. Hanks, a renouncing mason, 
that the Jerusalem chapter, of the city of New York, voted tSOO for the benefit of 
the "westem sulferers," the mystic name by which those members who were sulfer· 
iog under prolecution, were generally known by the fraternity. - It has also heeD 
stated, under such circumstances as to induce a belief of its truth, that the grand 
chapter of the state of New York, at its annual communication, in February, 1827, 
by a vote of that body, placed at the disposal of their grand scribe, a considerable sum 
of money. Whether this was done by a vote to increase" the charity fund," or 
more expreuly for the &IBistaace of tile "westem sulferers," we have not the infor· 
mation to enable us to determine. It is believed that it was understood by every 
member of the grand chapter then present, that the funds so appropriated were for 
the purpose of BIBisting in the defence aad the support of the conspirators in the 
Morgan outrage. It is also understood, that the officer under whose eontrol such 
funds were placed, expended them for the objects aad purposes for which they were 
appropriated, and made a report at a subseq~ent communication of the said grand 
chapter, that be had so expended them. A portion of this money is understood .to 
have been employed in re-imbursi~ the expenses which individual members ~ 
before sustained in the same great object ; a portion was paid to some of the conspi
rators, who had become fugitives from their homes and country, for fear of punish· 
ment; and a portion was paid for the support of individuals who bad been con
victed of a violation of the laws of the )and. It has been stated, too, that further 
sums have been appropriated by the same grand cha{'ter, for similar objects ; but the 
very organization of the grand chapter, bound, as 1ts members are, to secrecy, by 
oaths of surp&IBing strength, aad guarded, as its sessions are, by naked weapons, 
would naturally prevent full evidence of its traasactions from coming to the know
ledge of those not admitted witbiu its guarded walla. The guilty secrets of this 
mystic body, would hardly p&IB lips sealed by dreadful oaths, or portRls guarded by 
drawn swords. There is not, therefore, all that precision in relation to those facts 
which would be desirable ; yet it is known from the statement of the officers of the 
p-and chapter themselves, that the expenditnres of that body have been greatly 
mcreased within the last three years, so much so as to encroach greatly upon the 
principal of their means. There is reason, also, to belien, that the legislative and 
executive councils of the state of New York have aot been uneontaminated by ma
sonic in11uence, and that there persons have been lent to throw emltarrassment in 
the way of the conviction of olfenders against the lawe. 

In the winter of 1827, a memorial was presented to the legislature of that.state, 
tetting forth the facts of Morgan's abduction aad murder, and the difficulties which 
etood in the way of bringing the perpetrators of that crime to i'ustice, and _))raying 
that a committee might be appointed to strengthen the arm o the law. Tbou~h 
the ebairman of the committee to whom this memorial was referred, , reported 1n 
favour of the prayer of the petitioners, yet this report hardly received a decent con
eideration, aad was thrown indignantly among the papers which were considered 
unworthy of legislative interference. In 1830, a convention representing the anti
masonic interest of the state of New York, presented a memorial to the legislature 
of that state, prayinJS the appointment of a committee, with power to send for perso01 
IIDd papers, to inCJDlre w~ether the grand chapter of that state had interfered in the 
admmistration of Justice, or aided, countenanced, or protected the violators of the 
lsw.s. Though this memorial preferred heavy charges against the grand chapter, the 

3 . 
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flllehocHI of wbieh, il fahe they were, might han~ been dilpreftd, by sra&tiD« the 
refereace uked, yet the leplature cboee to refer it to the attorney ~ who 
poeeeeeed no one of the powen aeeeeawy to a full and fair ilrf'estigation of the nb
Ject. Ia the winter of 1829, JohD C. Spencer, Esq. was appointed by the exeeu
tive of the state of New York, speeial eoUDSel to conduct the proseeutiou in relation 
to the Morgan outragee. Be was a fearlees, etieient, faithful aad iDduetrious officer, 
aad entered with hoaesty, seal, and eae'!Y upon the duties of hie appointment. He 
proeeeated theee duties for one .J6111'• aad made hie report to the ueeutive dieeloeiag 
ibe resnl111 of hie inveetiptiou. Mr. ·Speaeer wu treated in euch a maoner by the 
authoritiee of the ~~tate, u to furnish convineing proof, that, in their estimation, he 
had beea too faithful in the diseharge of hie duties. Hie coa.&dential eommuaicatioas 
to the executive ia relatioa to the means to be ueed in proving the erime of murder, 
were divulged through the agency of hie muonic advuen, u is uadentood, to the 
eolllllel of eome of die individuals impHcated in the oatrage. 

Tbeee are all the facts which your committee have liad time to IUTBDg& in relation 
to the eonduct and meuuree of muons to prevent a conviction of their fellow 
muoae of the erime of the abduction and murder of WilliiUI\ Morgan, but they are 
by no meaae, aU that exist in relation to that subject. If they were .all to be noted 
down, this report would ewell to an inconvenient and perhaps wraeeeesary length. 
There are a thouaad eircomstaaeee which have been noted by tboee who reside on 
the theatre of the outrage, which though minute and trUiiDg in themeelves, aad 
which are, therefore, almost impossible to be communicated to othen, yet han~ 
contributed to prodaee an impression, that the fraternity, both collectively aad indi· 
vidttally, have been atrongly_ opposed to any iuestigation of theee high handed 
olfeneee agaiut the lawa. The taunts, the meen, and the ridieule of some, and the 
viadictiveneee, the malignity, and the threats of others, have gone into the account, 
to create a belief that the fraternity generally, with very few esceptiQDS, have done 
all in their power to avert punishment from the heads of their olfending brethren. 
Your committee mbmit thiS report of fac111 wfthout a single comment, and will feel 
aatiaJied il any man, or number of mea.will be induced by it, to inquire into the 
nature of an inltitution whoee principles your committee 'belieV'e, authorized the 
commilsion of an outrage upon the liberty and life of a fellow citizen, and prompted 
ita memben to 111e every el'ort to avert the just interventioa of tho laws from the 
heads ef tho ol'endoJ'I. · 

• 



UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. Ward, from 1M COflmiltte f!Ut l!.trwjttr mentioned, nporttd as follotol : 

The Committee appointed to inquire w1ten, where, and _fOT what fiUT]JOie [ru
f11tU01t'T'Y ttJaS fir&t imtduted ? What hal bem it& progreu ? Where hal it ./f,otn'Whed 
f1106t? And what u fiOUI the probable number of the fraternity? 

Respectfully report, 
WHEN AND WHERE FREEJIL\SONRT ORIGINATED. 
The origin of an earthly thing, does not always determine its character: but when 

the pride of birth, and the boast of an illustrious ancestry are assumed by a foundling, 
the assumption affects the character of the bantling, and provea it to be destitute both 
of virtue and truth. · · 

Freemasonry originated in England. . · 
Elias A&hmole, the last of the Rosicrucians and Alchymists, was admitted to the 

freedom of the operative masons' company, in London, A.D. 1646, and died, 1692.(a) 
Robert Plot, LL.D • .A1hmole'1 librarian, speaks in his Natural History of Stafford

shire, " of a custom of admitting men into the 1ociety of fTtetna80116 ;" also, " of a parch
ment t:olume, contaimng the hutory aml rule~ of the criz.ft of masonry;" ancf, afso, of 
their secrets, " that none kfiOUI but themlelvu, which I li.ave reason to 8U1pect," he says, 
"are, perhaps, as ·bad as thu my•tery of the craft itBelf, than which there i6 nothiflg I 
mr met with mOTe falle and incoherent." (b) . 

Plot'• Natural Hutory of Sta.ffOTdlhire, written and published between 1666, and 
1696, we have not been abfe to obtain ; but should the above extracts from a masonic 
book, prove to be correct, it contains the earliest printed mention of masonic secrem 
within our knowledge. Neither Shakespeare nor Butler make any allusion to free
masonry ; the writers neither of romance nor of song, name it in any work of the 17tlt. 
~;entury, with which we are acquainted; nor Milton, nor Dryden, nor Addison. 

Freemasonry left its embryo state, in the Apple-tree Tavem, Charles-street, 
Covent Garden, London, and there assumed n regular form, on the 24th day of June, 
A. D. 1717, when the brethren of" the only _four lodgu in the 1ooth tJf England," 
elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, by a majority of Lands, first grand master of masons. (e) 
This gr;p~d lodge claims thE! acknolvledgment of its supremacy, by the whole body 
of the fraternity throughout the earth. (d). To this same grand lod~e, and to those 
which have sprung up at York, Kilwinning, and Edinburgh, in imttation of it, wo 
are able, by the help of masonic writers, to trace every particle of freemasonry now 
aeattered over the four quarters of the earth. (e) The name, Franche-maconerie, on 
tbe continent of Europe, preserves the idiom of the English language, at the expeuse 
of a gross violation of propriety in French. (f) And Jinally, the ~rand lodge of Eng
land by treaty with die grand lodge of Germany, dated Berlin, October 20, and 
London, November 30, 1773, conJirmed to the several grantt masters of different 
German states, the rights already granted, and bestowed all the remaining states 
upon the aforesaid grand lodge of Germany .in consideration of £25 sterling, to he 
paid annually. (g) 

Foa WRAT.PURPOSE WAS PUEJrA.SONB.Y Il'f8TITUTED1 
Freemasonry was institutOO. to dupe the Bimple JOT the benefit of the CTajty. The 

(a) Bio. Brit. • 
(b) Freemason's Pocket Companion, p. 192. 
(e) Anderson's CoDStitntions, 2d. Ed. p.109. Preston, Ridtard's Ed. p. 167. 8rait/a. LmD-

·,u, &ott, and others. . 
(d) See the Latin inscription on plate pnt beneath theeomer stone ot"F.,.emaeon's Hall, Lon 

don, A.D. 1776, as recorded by Preston, p. 310. Smith, p. 83. 
(e) Anderaon, Scott, Smith, Preston, Robison, ll!ld othel'8. 
(C) EeniB 8111' Ia Franehe·masonerie. Par J . L. Laurens. 
(g) See the treaty in Smilh'IOcla1'0ofMasonry. p. 188. 

c 



OltiGIN OF FB.EEJU.SONilY. [34 

objeet it bu steadily pursued, untll ita memben have attained to mitnll and ei'OWIII 
of masonry; and allo to a political in4uenee eorrespondins with their elai101 to 
imperial power. · 

WHAT BAS BU:lf ITS P808B.E88? 
John Montague, duke of Montague, wu chosen firllt noble grand muter of ma· 

eons, A. D. 1721. (a) .Ander~~m'• "Cotlllitutiofll of MQIIO"'Y•" the firllt printed 
document of the fraternity, appeared A. D. 1723. (a) Thus nearly 300 yean 
elapeed from the discovery or the art of prioting, before this self styled tMit ancieat 
and laonowa6le fmtemity added one work to the literature ef the world. About this 
time, both Pope (b) and Swift (e) name freemuonry in tel'lllll of unqualified contempt. 
In 1726, provincial grand muten were firllt appointed, by whom freemasonry was 
carried to the diJI"erent counties of England, to North and Sooth Wales, and to 
Gibraltar; and so around the globe. (d) October 13th, 1730, it was diselosed, pub~ 
lisbed, and aworu to, by SAilVEL PB.ICBARD, (e) an irreproachable citizen of Lon· 
don. (f) It was firllt planted in America, at Boston, A. D. 1733; at Charleston, 8. 
C . and at Cape Coast, in Mrica, and in the gra11d lod!te of Scodand, A. D. 1736. (g) 
It was proscribed in 1735, by the republic of Hollantf, (b) where it bad been intro
duced by the Earl of Chesterfield, (i) in 1728. It was proscribed in France, 1737; 
in Italy, and by the Pope, 1738; and in the republic of Switzerland, in 1745. (k) 

The muons of Ly0111, in France, partizana of Andrew Michael Ramsay, invented 
the order of kado«A ttmplaT (I) A. D. 1743; hence sprung the elect of nine, of.ftftttt~, 
pt:rftct maiOfll, tt utera. In 1747, CA. Ed. Stuart, sou of the Prettt&deT, received 
many favours of the muons at Arras, in France, and in returu, 'ave them a warrant 
for holding a chapter, &Qd called it the Scotch Jacobite. (m) Thia chapter was after· 
warda removed to Paris, with the name of claapitre tl' A mil, and is the germ of royal 
areh muonry, which now modesdy dates from the time of Zt1tl6babel. 

Freemuonry of three degrees, wu thus disseminated over the . civilized world ; 
and the degrees of ptrfectiot& were commenced previous to the middle of the laat 
century. To traee the progress of the mystery in all countries, and in all its diJI"erent 
rites, is needl881. The orip. of the Scotch Lodge, of France, is found in La 111m 

loge de St. Jtllh tl' Ecoue, •nstituted at Marseilles, A. D. 1751. Hence aprang the 
Scotch muonry of Mexico, and of the world. In 1754, the CMmJier de Bon~ 

1bstituted a chapter of the high degrees, from which the German Baron, Hvtul, took 
the rite called 1trict ~. Martiflt% PtiiCalil invented the order or elect~ 
from which sprang the Martillinl of the French Revolution. 1n 1756, "tAe ~ 
lodge of F'IYJII«" fint . took its name, having previopaly atyled itaelf, "the graud 
Englill Lodge of France." Precis Hist. vol. 1, p. :rl. 

In 1758, at Paris, was established the first Cour,cil of Empmrrl' of tAe Bart and 
Wut, SotleTrigftPrit&CU, Freetna10t11! Among the founilen or this dyouty, wefuld 
the names of Lacome le maitre de tlanle, antl'Pirlet, le taillevr d'luJ6iu: in p1ain Eng· 
lisb, a dancin~ muter and a tailor. 

The sovereigns, by their warrant, dated AuKust '13, 1761, sent IUblime and per
fect masonry to the new world, by the hand or SttpAel& Morin, a Jew; Men-ill 
planted it in the West Indies; and a council at Kingston, in Jamaica, ~ve it to 
Hett'Y AMTftll F'l'aftken. FTIIAhta, by a patent, dated 6 Deeember, 1778, pve it 
SO M01e1 M'u:Aael Hayu, a Jew, afterwlll"Cb grand muter of MUBacht188ttl; Hayu 

(a) Anctenon'• Collltitationa of HIIIOIU'1. · 
(b) Pope'sLetten. Vol. 2d. 
(c) A Letter &om the pand mistre. oCf8male freeiDIIODI, to Geo. FaaJber, priater. 

Swift'• Works. VoL 12, p. 331. 

fd) Scott, Preston, and Andenou. 
e) Muonry DisMcted. By Samul Prichard. 
() ADdenon'• Codtitlltiou. 2d Ed. 

(g) Andenon, Scott, Smith, and Prelton. 
(ll) Smith, p. 193. 

. (i) Andenon'• Collltitntiolll, p. 112, IIDd U9, oonneeted with Lord Chelterfield'a embal)' 
to Hague, and the Current History ofHUOIIJ1. 

(k) Smith, 8eott, 11Dd Lawrie. 
(I) Robison. New York Ed. p. 44. Precis H'lllorique. Vol. 1. p. 31. 
(m) Pncis m.torique, 1111d Esprit Da Dop11, p. JIB 
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pve it to Spiher, of Charleston, 8. C. and there the bein of I..aeorM and Pirlet now 
tway the 11Ceptre of freeJDMOnry, "under t1ae celutial ~ of t1ae zenith," over 
"6oth laemUplaeru." (a) 

WBEU: J'&EEIIABO!f&T BAI PLOV&ISBJ:D KOIT. 
RUAia. Spain, Portugal, Naples, and Rome, make hemuonry a capital oft"ence. 

There is no erime in the mummery to die for Ullder the gallows ; the oJfenee lies in 
the political uae made of freemasonry, dangeroDB to all governments. The sove
reigna of France, England, Prueeia, Netherlands, Sweden, and Brazil, take the fra
ternity under the royal guardianship. This is not beeaDBe their majesties love tbe 
lwee of tbe lodge-room, but they fear its political tendeney. 

Great Britain has pursued both the restrictive and the protective eouree at the 
ll&llle time. While the late king was heir apparent to the thione, be was made grand 
master of masons ; and the parliament forbade the increase of the number of lodge• 
in the three kingdoms; and also forbade the adqption of any degrees, except only the 
6r11t three in masonry. The atatute bean date 39th year of George III. fUld is now 
in force. · · 

The only countries in which freemasonry .flourishes, neither forbidden nor restrained, 
aie the republics of North America. Here the growth is without a parallel; (except 
in Franee, during the last yean of Louie XVI.) a growth honourable to the freedom, 
but dangeroDB to the stability of our publie institutions. 

CONCLUSION. 
--" Oat or the earth a fabric lnlp . 
Ro110 like an ubalation, with the loand 
Of daleet eymphonies, and voices eweet, 
Bailt like a temple."-Jrtltmt'• ~ uf P.u~n•••a.n. 

The eorner atone was laid at London, on mechanic•' holiday, A. D. 1717; thirtr 
to forty stories have aince been erected, and some towers have been raised to the 
fearful height of ninety, and even one hundred and twenty detrtu: the walla are 
living men of all christendom, to the number of a million, 100,000 of whom are in 
this countrr, bound ~ether by ties upon their fame, their life, and the future salva
tion of thetr 1oule. It has a ritual, an altar, a priesthood, and worshippers. It is an 
unhallowed tem:rle, whoae votaries are admitted, in attire for a gallows. It has a 
pvernmeut, an lawa, an empire,· and crowned heads, and a book of eonstitutiona 
and a sword. It it the temple of tyl"a~UlT• where. young men awear fealty to an un
lmown prince. It is a refuge of lies; netther truth, nor righteoUBne .. , nor patriotism 
will ader it longer to defile the earth. • 

( 1) PrecU Hil. Dalcbo's Ontiooa and others. For Frauken'1 COIDJDillioa to Hayea,- the 
Providence Free Pless, Vol. I. No. ~. 

• 



UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. Oliver, from tM Committu nut 'h.ereaftt:r tnmhotled, made a Report a. follouJa: 
The Committee appointed by the United States Anti-Masonic Convention, to 

examine into the character of freemasonry, and to inquire how far its pretenaiona 
have been supported by facts, respectfuU1 submit the following Report : 

Before entering upon the duties of thear appointment, your Committee were fully 
aware th"t this aubject would require a more elaborate discuesion, than the limited I 
time of the sitting of this Convention would atrord; they have, therefore, thought 

1 

proper to present no more than a brief outline of the moat prominent preteoaiooa and I 
practices of freemasonry, as they are now exposed to the world. 

If we allow ita own standard authors the privilege of anewering for the institution, · 
" it claims to be an auociation of divine dtigi,n, emanating from, and communicated 
by the Deity himself to Adam, and through him to Enoch, Methuselah, and Noah, I 
and thue to the. succeeding ages of the world, to Solomon, and the Prop beta and 
Aposdes, down to the sovereign pontiff's, princes, and potentates of the earth ; and · 
to all the aubsequendy initiated members of their mysticpl order, to the preseat 
day." · 

But when we conanlt the pages of ancient history, both aacred and profane, there 1 

is not the least trace or allusion to any auch organized society, anterior to the · 
eighteenth century; at which period, viz. anno domini, 1717, modern history 
informs us that this fraternity held their first meeting in the city of London ; and 
subsequently, in the year 1723, they published their first hook of constitutiona. Con- i 
se9..uently all ita pre~nsions to an ancient origin, are founded on mere tradition, 
wh•ch, of all evidence, is the moat vague and inconcluaive. As a proof of thia aaaer
tion, we appeal to the sacred history ; and by a compariaon of eventa with their re
·,.oectivc date11, '\ve find the masonic traditiona confounding and blending distinct and 
.M,parate periods of time, comprising an interval of several hundred years, and quo~ 
·he sayinga of some of the inspired writers long before they had an existence! Nu
)Deroue instances of perverting the aacred text might be cited ; but for the aake of 
brevity, we shall name but few to show the fact. In the ceremony of the mark mas· 
ters' degree in masonry, the candidate is instructed reapecting the curioue UJhm key 
stone, prepared by Hiram Abilf, and the passage from the Apocalypse ia made to 
apply to this circumatance, as a promised reward to the faithful masonic brethren. 
" To him that overeometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him 
a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saviog him 
that reeeiveth it;" and the lecture continues, representing this key atone, covered witb 
hieroglyphics, as the very stoue alluded to in Holy Writ!! Again, in the royal arch 
degree, the same language of inspiration is made to apply to the pretended pot of 
manna found in the ark of the covenant, under the ruina of the old tem{lle at Jerusa· 
lem ; thus impiously perverting the aacred writinga, to support the msipid tradi· 
tiona of the order. Aud again, in settling the pretended difficulty among the craft 
about their wage,, Solomon is made to speak the words of our Saviour, not uttered 
until a thoueand !.ears afterwards, in liis parable of the husbandman to his hired 
servanta : "Frien , I do thee no wrong ; didat thou not agree to work for a penny a 
day." Many of the fraternity have never examined into the truth or falsity of these 
traditions, being disposed to give implicit assent to their correctness, or passin~ them 
by as matter of indift"erence ; but iC they will serioaaly consider these incongruities in 
connection with other impositions and falsities rractiaed upon their credulity, they 
will discover that the whole system is a tissue o falsehQod and deception. Speeu
Iative freemasonry has ever pretended to impart to ita recipienta very important 
secrets in fi&M'tllity, philosoph'!/, and ICieftu ; and many of the reverend clergy have 
declared, sbat they joint'd themstitution :with the view of improving themselves in the 
pri~ciples of morality.. How far these hare been instructed in the way of aalva· 



CIURACTER. OF FREEMASON&Y. [3'7 

~u, iet their ow!l ~llliiene~ dee!de. Elder Duid Bernard, w~oee expositi~n• ·of 
this mystery of mtqwty entitle him to the charaeter of a ·P.ublic benefactor, thus · 
~eeer!bea his i)':'ll views of the instituti.on : " Wiah.ing to avatl myaelf· of every auxi
bary tn/romotmg the glory of GOO, and the happtneaa of my fellow men, I readily 
!'eeeiv~ ~ ~hree ~nt degrees. ~y dis_appointment none can know, but those who 
have, m sumlar c1reumstances, been led toto the same path of folly and sin. I 
aileDtly retired from tlte institution, and for three years was hardly known as a ma
son. Not being able to advocate ita cause from the knowledge I bad deriv,ed of ita 
principles, and supposing the obli~tion" I bad received were morally binding, I coald 
say neither pro nor con coneemmg it, without a violation of my conscience. With 
tbeae views, I embraced an olfer to advance into the higher orders of mysticism, and 
reached forward to attain the desired end. In the reeeptwn of the chaptoral de
grees, my embarraament increased. When I came to the oath of the royal areh 
mason; which obligates to deliver a companion, "right o-r tProng," I made a fuU 
atop, and objected to proceeding. I was then assured in the most positive terms, 
that all would in the end be explained to my full satisfaction. But no such expla
nation ever took·placer 

Here is high authority for denouncing the institution as altogether falae in ita pre
tensions, to which miglit be added tlte testimony of hundreds of others of equal cre
dibility. Of its scientific pretensions, the Hon. Cadwalader D. Colden, of New 
York, uother seceding mason, thus observes : " that all the science ever taught in 
the lodge, may be comprised in the few following words, viz. that the sun rises in 
the East; and seta in the West; that the sun rules the day, and the moon rules the 
night! !" It would require a volume to record the testimony of all those who bav& 
discovered 'the falae pretensions of freemasonry, and who have denounced the insti
tution as unworthy to exist in a land of freedom; but the design of the present report 
~ to present the most prominent objectio01 in a condensed form, we pass on to 
giTe BOtDe other reasons for waminj; our fellow men to shun ita dangerous snares. · 

Another of ita hollow pretences 1!1 found in tlte declaration " that one of ita prin
eipal objects is to distnl10te and dispense ita funds to charitable purposes;" but by a 
reference to its own records, it may be seen that the amonnt of the funds thus distri
buted, does not exceed the · gratuitous distributions of other men who have no con
nexion With their seeret order; and that • very large amount of the initiation fees 
received, are expended in ·the frivolous ·decorations of ·their persons and lodge rooms, 
and their festivities and funeral ceremonies. From the examination of the records 
of St.1ohn's Lodse, in the city of Boston, commencing in the year 1780, now in the 
po1Bession of a member of this convention, it appears that the amouut of their cha
ritable distributions in eighteen years, was t35 76; while the aggregate amount of 
the receipts and expenditures for the same time, exceeded the sum of tiSOO! 

Freemasonry profeiBes unbounded charity, by holding fellowship with all nations, 
kindred&, tongues, and people; and pretends to embrace in christian love both 
1ew and christian, Mahomedan and infidel, who are all taught to reverence and 
adore the great supreme in undiYided, undistinguished unity; yet the 1ew can 
reject the doctrine of christianity, and the Mahomedan deny the scriptures altoge
ther, and the infidel ridicule the existence of a God, and all meet together upon the 
p-eat •quare and ~~ of masonry, and receive instruction from tltis boasted band 
maid of religion ! The same oaths are administered to all, and the same pretended 
pious leetures are my_sttriOUily adapted to aD ita followers! Many young diYines 
have been induced, (from ita claimtng to be the handmaid of religion,) when about 
to leave their native coantry, to olfer themselves as.candidates for masonry, with a 
view to enlarge their understanding of moral and religious subjects, and secure for 
themselves an easier (JBIIport to the wise and good of foreign nations. But the sum 
and subttance of all Ita pretensions to a religious character, according to the testi
mony of hundreds of thOse who are now willing to expose tlte fraud, consists in an 
artful coJlection of scripture texts, arranged to correspond to the several degrees, and 
indiscriminately submitted to believers and unbelievers, as a test of their fidelity to 
the order! Since the late disclosures of the secret ceremonies of the order, the fra
ternity have repeatedly aftirmed, " that it never was designed that the penalties of 
their obligations should receiv6 a literal construction; that by repeating the obliga
tion, with the penalty annexed, the candidate merely invoked those tortures if he 
should wilfally and knowingly violate the obligation." But the whole machinery 
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of tbe institution foi'DII a negative to this aaaertion, which ia not in the ~wer of ita 
advocates to remove. The very first conviction that imp1'8118s tbe candidate (when 
about to be initiated) in 188i.og an officer guardi.of the door with a deadly .weapon, 
ia the danger to be apprehended from an unlawfu intrulion ; and at every succeed· 
ing step, he ia constantly reminded of tbe JNIDaltiea of his obJisatiou. In divesting 
the candidate ofnearly 811 his apparel, he 18 deprived of the power of eaeaping with 
decency; and while he submits to this pretended nee881ary prepanztion. the aenae of 
shame at his own .degnadation weakens his resolution to attempt an escape ; and if 
the conf881ions of aecilding muons are sufficient testimony to warrant belief, the pre
viously initiated enjoy the embarruameDt of tbe new candida~ as a sort of oft'aetfor 
their own former degradation. The bal~r, or cable Wtll, and the sharp pointed 
instrument to the naked breast, are evidently designed to inereaae the dread of a pe
nalty; while .the utter unconseiouane11 of the scene around him, as bia optiea are 
deprived of their ordinary functions by the close drawn bandap, the more readily 
suggeata imaginary evil, which must alwaya produc!e a mental exci~ment and alarm. 
Tlien the mock U1811inatioa of Hiram Abi6, ia calculated to impreu the D\ind with 
the aWful conaequeneea of a curiosity to pry into ~ pretended mystery, and the 
final sacrifice of the fabled JuWtl, Jtibtlo, and J.W-. ap~eably to their owo im· 
preeatiou, ia a convincing proof that the penalties were intended to be literally con· 
atrued. And all the su~uent oaths and penalties are evidently deaigoed for the 
same effect; for, as the obligations inereaae, in the aame proportion the penalties 
are made to increue in barbarous enormity; and it ia to these penalties, literally 
coutrued, that the inatitution owes ita continuance from ita oripn to the preaent 
day. For without these terrific Jlppendagea, such a 4agrant imposition upon the 
credulity of mankind could never have been concealed ; therefore it ia a.(!repoateroua 
absurdity to aaaert, that it has adopted • form of words without a aigniJleant mean· 
ing, for on ll&eir literal import hal depended ita very e:a:iatenee! ! · 

In conclusion, it ma1 now be safely aflirmed, that Sl'ECtiLATJVJ: I'U::UUSONJL'f 
baa, by ita gaudy trapp1nga and false pretensions, allured the feet of the ereduloua 
and unwary into ita toils, promising to impart important secreta, which no one bu 
ever realized; and eqjoi.oed the imposition with eternal aeereey, under the pains and 
penaltiea of a cruel death! ! Such are her pretenaiona and promises, and thus bu 
she fJdlilled them. So will all testify, who have J: ad the courase and map•nimity 
to bu ... , her bonds, and honeatly eomeaa the truth. 



UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. McnTil, .from tAt Committu nut AeruJfte'r mentiotatd, reported u follotH: 

Tbe Committee to whom wu referred the examination of the evidence, u to the 
vuth of the diacl01area contained in a work publiahed by Elder David Bernard, en· 
utled "Liglt.t Oft MtiiOftf'Y," report, 

That the abduction and murder of Morgan by the muonic fraternity, for the 
alleged erime of reveali01 the lower deJfe!S of masonry, il ample eollfirmatioa. of 
the truth of those degreet, as eoa.tained 10 Elder Bernafd'a boOk. 'lHle evidenee 
furnished by this faet, must be conclusive u against the institution of muonry, be· 
cause there coUld be no other possible,retence for the in!ictioa of masonic vengeanee 
tapoa ita victim, than bil disclosure o the aeerets of the order. Hthe murder ofMor.l 
pn was a.ot resorted to, as the means of either preven~ or punishiDg the re\rela· 
tion of secrets deemed bf their profeason of the highest amportaDce, it was an aet 
«atrocious barbarity, wathout motive or the pretext of juatileatioa. The muonic 
fraternity have, therefore, stamped upon Morgan's discloaarea the impreaa of mar
tyrdom, and sealed his testimony with the blood of their victim. 

The evidence to the truth of these dilcl01ures, farnilhed by seeeden from the in
ltitution, is, in the judgmea.t of the Committee, entitled to full eredit. The charaeter 
of the witD.e~~es in point of intelligea.ee, integrity, and veracity, their meana oflmow· 
iog the faets, the total absence of every inducement to falaify those facts, the perfect 
ease with which their disclosures, if false, can be refuted, ana the facility' or elfectiD« 
their convictioa of perjury, in those cues where their disclosures have been supported 
by their oaths in judicial proceedings, forbid the supposition that their disclosures are 
not true. In the state of New York, a considerable number of the seeeden are clergy
men of dilferent denominations, whoae conatitutional interdict from holding offices, 
fumiahea an elfectual refutation of the allegation so generally and so falaely cir
culated, that political power is the object of the opponents of masonry. The intelli
~ence, virtue, and piety of these gentlemen can leave no doubt, that the moat im
perative senae of duty to their God and their country {'rompted their seeeuion from 
the order, and their disclosure of its secrets. That •tnrit of masonic malice, "IDiwle 
lean coiu •lt:mder• like a mint," has sought to invalidate the testimon;r of the sece
den, imputing to them the commission of moral peljury. The intelligence of the 
age in which we live, requires no laboured expoeition of the proposition, 09ually eanc
tioned by ethics and by law, tliat oaths extrajudicially administered, dictated like 
those of masonry by force or fraud, and directly con1licting with the paramount duties 
or the citizea to hie God and his co'Diltry, are neither legally nor morally obligatory. 
The faithful and literal performance of the sworn obli~ation o( the brethren of t&e 
mystic tie, to mark the seceder as an object of masomc ve111eance, to asperse his 
eliaraeter, defame his reputation, derange his busine11, and point him out to the 
world as a vicious and unworthy vagabond, is a volume of masonic teetimony to the 
truth of the dilclosures made by the seeeden. 

Ia corroboration of the other evidence of the truth of these disclosures, the Com
mittee deem· it not unimportant to advert to the fact, that in thil free republic, where 
every subject human and divine ia by the nature of our inatit1Kionaaubjected to the or
deal of puhlie discuuion; freemasonry alone il attempted to be an exception to the 
general rule, and ita all-powerful inftuence is exerted to muzzle the J11'8N• co gag the ora
~r, to obatruct or i.ocommode the uaembl~e of eonventiOIHI, co prevent examination of 
•ts claim,, and eti.de all inqlliry into its pnnciples and praetie81. Freemasonry, alone, 
of all the subjects which al'ect our ri~lits and daliea here, and our aeeountabilitia 
he!G~ter, deniee the control of public sentiment. and defi81 the tribunal of public 
OIIUUOQ. 
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The truth or many of the facts disclosed in the work entitled " Li11At em M<U01&1'!J," 
rests not, however, solely upon the testimony to which the Commauee have as yet 
adverted. The recorda or the courts or justice furnish evidence u~n this subject, 
which sophistry cannot pe"ert, prevarication evade, or impudence deny. It is 
judieial evidence upon the very_ fact in question. In Judge Gardiner's report, made 
to the senate or the state of New York, punuant to their resolution, of the testi
mony taken before bim upon the trial or Elihu Mather, the obligations and oaths 
assumed by memben of tile fraternity upon their admiaaion. and particularlr. those 
uf tho royal arch degree, binding the member to extricate a brother from difficulty 
right or wrong, are confirmed and established by the testimony of memben of the 
masonic order, not seeeden, who were yet attached to, and presiding in the lodges, 
and who ata~J upon their oaths these obligations in the terms and nearly the words, 
in which they are diYulpcl in the WMk in question. In varions trials before m~is
trates in the state or New York. in suitt prosecuted for alleged infractions. of the · 
statute, prohibiting juggling and shows, againet persons prof818ing. to exbibit th~ 
ceremowes attendant on the admiseion of masons, memben or the order, yet at
tached to the lodgee, of unblemished reputations, and one of them a member of 
the preeenttCongreu, testified that the mode and manaer of initiating memben, and . 
the oaths taken by themselves and by othen on admiaeioo. were the same as eet forth · 
by Elder Bemard. ' 

Other trials in the s-.ne state, one of which being upon a pmmissory note for the 
initiation fee on admiaeion into a lodge, the defence to which consisting in the want 
of consideration, diaainctly preeeoted the inquiry into the troth of the discloiure ol 
masonic secreta, furnished indisputable judieial evidence, that the righta and ceremo-
nies, the oaths and obligations of the lod~es were correetlf detailed. · 

The Committee are unanimously of opmioo. that the evideDA:l8 extrinsic and.intrin
aic, direct and eoUateral, poaitive and eu-enmstantial, is such as can leave ao doubt 
on the mind of any rational mao, that the dieclbeurea eontained.in the. work, eatided 
"LigAt cm MIIIOI&f'Y," particularly in regard to the desrees in .~~~~t in tbie country, are 
authentic and unquestionable • 

• 
LETTEIL FROII ELDEJL' N. N. WHITING TO ELDEIL DAVID BEILNA&D, APPENDED TO , 

THE FOUGOINO UPOB.T BY OB.DE& OF THE &ONVENTION. 

Yemon, OMidc o_,.,, N. Y. ~ 7, 1830. 
ELDER D. BERNARD, 

Inftuenced, as I humbly trust, by a sense of the duty which I owe to the friends of . 
truth and the ha_Ppineu of mankind, I hereby certify, that the various masonic de
grees contained an the list below, and published by _you in the work entitled "Light 
on Masonry," are genuine and authentie, and may fie relied on as such by the world. 
I farther certi?', that the degrees from that of knight of the East and West, to that 
of Sublime Pnnce of the Royal Secret inclusive, were conferred on me and several 
othen inferm.ally, that is, without the use of the various ceremonies detailfld in those 
degrees as pubfuhed; that a simple obligation of secrecy being administered, we 
were left to learo the nature and tendency of those degrees from the maonscriptS ia 
which they were contaiaed ; that this mode of conferring the degrees is a regular 
one, when there is no organized consisto'1. for the Sublime Degrees. I farther cer
tify, that an ~nt ~r the Supreme Couneal of Sovereign Grand Inspecton General, 
(which Coanctl has its place or meeting in Charleston. s ... C.) was employed to com
municate the Sublime Degrees to an officer of high masonic rank in the state of New 
York, and that through t1aDt officer eaid degrees have been conferred on various per
BODI residing in eaid state. 

. Lilt of Degrm nfomd to abotle. 
Secret Master, mustrious Koi«ht. 
Perfeet Master, Grand M.aster Architect, 
Intimate Secretary, Kni_ght of 9th Areh. 
Provoet and Judge, G. E. and S. Mason, 
Intendant of the Buildings, Keight -of the E. aad W. 
Elected Knight& of N"me, 8&y, Prince of Rose-Cn.ix, 
Elected Grand Master, Grand PonqJ, 
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UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. Tay«w, /Tfl~T' the Committet nut heruJfttr memioned, reported cu follow: 
The Collllllittee appointed to inquire what hu been the iDtueliee of lreemuomy 

upou th& ~ublic preee; and whether it be expedient for this eouvention to adopt any 
meamres_ m relation thereto, respectfully report, 

That the re.Wt or their inquiriee. preeenta a state of the press, alike disereditable to 
ita character, and alarming to all who love the libertiee and the independenee of their 
eountry. - -

As nearly u your Committee have been able to ueertain, there are published ia 
all the states, an ~gregate of 983 aewepapent. -

These have divtded themselves into three distinct classes. The first consists of 
those which have i11ued from the pre11 since the year 1826, founded exclusively upon 
the principle of oppositiou to freemaeonry, or so conducted, eom.PrisiDg 12( of the 
above number; of which- are published in the state of Penlll)'lvan1a 53; New Y •rk 
46; Connecticut 2; Rhode Island 1; M888aehusetts 5; Vermont 4; New 1entey 2, 
Obio 9; Indiana 1; and 1 in the territory of Michigan. 

These have been established by the zeal, and supported by the liberal eontributic.ns 
oC the middliug and unambitious claeses of society; with no motive but the attain
ment and dillemination of those alarming truths, which thef had sought for in vain, 
through tho ordin~ channels of intelligence. These pnblieationt baY(! been prin· 
cipallycommenced 11oee the murder of Morgan; and thej have beenmet'at the thresh
old, by the hostility of that fraternity, which hu hitherto controlled u with an iron 
sceptre, every btterest which they have not deemed beneath their notice. 

Again.st a eombiuation, whose banda have not refused to wield_ the weapons of dis
honourable warfare, and labouring under every possible disadvantage, this Spartaa 
band has contended with a zeal and steady peneverance, which indicate that the 
patriotism of the heroes of '76, still animates with undimiuished fervour, the breasts 
oC many of their oft'spring. 

Tbe next e1at• of periodical publication•, conaists of such as have been founded 
excluaively upon masonic principles, and are suatained -by masonic patronage. These 
were established and are conduCted in the strictest accordance with that law of illumi
oitm which is given by Weishaupt in these wont., "newspapent and r~ mut bo 
established to ~ every influential man, who cannot be brought over to our 
party." They live in an a&mosphere of falsehood ; and like the unclean beast whielr 
fattens upon the poisonous vapount of it1 own dungeon, draw their untriment from 
the calumny of tlie best aDd purest ; and when summoned to the biU' oC pablie juo 
lice, they go forth convicted IibeUent, gloryinr; in their shame. 

The third cl888 comprehencls all those, With a few honourable exeeptioas, wbieh 
were in sueceuful operation, not exclusivel,Y masonic, whea Morgan's illustratiou of 
masonry were first suft'ered to behold the liaht. · 

These papent scattered through the whofe extent of our country, ushered from a 
thousand .Pre11es, daily, weekly, monthly, and quarterly, and proleeaing to give tho 
minutest mtelllgence upon every mbject of general or limited bttereat; the con
stant inmate of every home; the daily visitant of eve'f fireside; have acquired an 
inftnenee as absolute as the laws of our land, and as w1de as the eountry which we 
inhabit. To meet the spirit of inquiry, the caterers for the press, are unwearied in 
their eft'orts. They draw their 1npplies from every quarter of the pobe; they eagerl7 
lay bold of every oecUJ'Nnce, foreign or domestic, pivial or important, and send 1t 
forth, to gratify the eravinga of the public curiosity. In these eft'orta to give interest 
to the publicatiou of the day, DO iuduatry is spared; no topic is beueath iheir notiee; 
but the broad 1ieldt of fiction, of politica, of science, of the uta and of reli~on are 
ransacked ; and having explored them aU, and gathered every palatable fru1t, thole 
indefatigable men, like die daughter of the honeleech, are unsatisfied still. 
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An ordinary murder, ia wbieh a eolitary iadividaal wu implicated, hu nmr; 
through all oar papers. for monthl to~ther: aad the illeJal detention of a foreiper, 
1m alleged defaulter, hu eet whole c1tiel in a ftame. This wu indeed the iadieation 
of a ble.ed spirit; for it proves that oar eitizeDI bow the value of Uberty IUld law, 
~md are jealo111 of the qhteat iofriDpment of them. But an American citizen wu 
oatJ'81eoaaly kidnapped 8ad tom from his family, confined iD aduseoo, traDsported 
throu«h a thickly settled coaotry, and murdered under meumataoeea of the mo.t 
cold 6looded barbarity, aod tbeee same preuet are silent u the pve. He who 
could com pus 1ea and land to gather new1, eeemed to have forptten his occupation ; 
and that "blelled 1pirit" which burat forth like the ftamea of a voleaDo, because 
the laWI had been violated in the pereon of an allesed •wiadler, gave no lisu 
of life. Ia the region where this outoge had been perpetrated, the criminal 
apath7 or CODDivaoee of the condueton of the preu, alamied 1be people: they IU'OI8 
ia thell' might and e~tablilhed iudepeodeat papen, tbroll!h whiell the tnath hu been 
fnrlealy dileeminated, in deftaoee of the tllniatl IUld caliiiDili• of that all-pow:erful 
iDititotion. Without the aid of theee pr81181, the mas~ of the .people ill New York 
aod PeUDIYivania, Mas~aeh01ettl aad Vermont, would at this moment, have been 
isnoraat that William Morgan ever lived. Nay, after erowdl of witnfJIIIel have 
proved his murder, by circumstance~ amoaotiDs to certainty; after adheria« muon• 
have trampled u_pon the authority of our courts of j01tice; nave defted the yower of 
heaven and earth, aad allesed u their only excuee, that the truth would UDplicate 
themeelvea in the bloody deed; there are siill thoUI8Dda in our laod, aod men too of 
intelligence and virtue, who believe that the 1tory of that murder il all a Action. 

Why il thi• 7 Why il it, that among our inteUi,:ent population lOCh srou and dil
r;raeeful isneraoee prevaillf It il beeauee the public pi'MI il pallied by a power ao
eeen, and eontrollecfbyaa inftuenee of unlimited operation. Through the medium of 
the preu the public mind hu been poiloned, 10 that none, however elevated, can ex· 
preu a j01t iu~tion apiDit the perpetraton of a horrid crime, or apiD1t the iD
Ititution, wbichJultiftelaad protects the erimiDal, without the rilk of being deaoaneed 
• a faaatie, or a fool, or a de~igning mao. · 

Your Committee are aware that eome of them have been Uiven by dire neeeuity 
to adopt a couree, at which their better feeling• revolt. 

But in view of all the faeta, the Committee are coDitrained to 1ay, that in their 
opinion, the condueton of the pre~~, who· have made themeelvea voluntarily ob
noxionl to the ebarge of 1apprelliog intellir;eaee inteneely iDterelting to the Ameri
can people ; of refUiint; to aouad the alarm, when liberty hu been invaded, oar 
Jaw• trampled in the dlllt, aad life waatonlyi&Cri6eed ; who have •yatematically in
tuited the memory of the dead, and calumniated the living ; who have wielded their 
mighty power at the will of a eeeret aad corrupt combination, aad have Uled their 
iDftueaee to pe"ert the truth aod millead the public mind ; who have shown tbem
~elve~ willing rather to jeopard our dearest intereltl, thaa to rilk the lou of patroo-

, ace or iDeur the enmity of freemuonry ; have proved faithlell "eentioell upon the 
wateh-towen of liberty;" and unworthy the coDAcleDeo of thole who jutl7 value tho 
clear bought privilepl of American eiti&eu. 



UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

The Committee to whom it wu referred, "tO take into ceallideratioa the true nature 
of muonic oaths or ob.tions, and to report whether they are, , or are aot, reli· 
poaaly, morally, or leplly bindin~; and whether they are, or are not, in celliaioa 
with the higher obligatioaa of allegiance aad duty, wbich every pod citiua ia wader, 
10 auppert the cellltitutioa and lawa of bit ceantry," ~trwfy report: . 

That the term• of tbit refereace, beiag pneral, embrace all muoaic obliptions 
whatever. ID the application of the aubject to the oaths at revealed, it appean to the 
committee, that the matter of tbote oalha may properly ceme UDder the followi_ag 
eoaaiderations, namely: Itt. or oalha which retpect matten mere~ frivoloaa. 2cL 
Of tbote, if any there be, wbicb reapect matten entirely lawful and/roper, and no& 
unimportant. 3d. or tbote, wbicb by their natural tendency an operation are 
boetile·to tocial order, good mannen, or equal right, bat without reqainng aay ~ 
ei6e otrence. 4th. Of thole, wbicb are dinetly illepl, whether dlat illegility ia o- . 
~ in terma, or ia afterwards deduced, at an unexpected ceDHqueace. Illegality 
m oaths may be ol many dift"erent kinds : the object of them may be either directly: 
erimiDal, or they may lead to breacbn of prior dut,Y, obliptioa or ceattact, or of 
political allegiance. Ret_pectiag all thete, thO inq.W, 11, whether they are reJisioaaly, 
morally, or regally binduag. · 

And tint, at to their lepl obligation, the cemmittee report; that aoae of thete =. oatht authorized or required for any p~ known to the lawa, they are aot 
y binding in any pottible cue· (a). Th8 remainiag qWIItioaa cencem their 
tioa ia conscience. 

Aa oath ia defined bf moral writen at an 11ft of religion (b), by which the 
aftinnaat appealt to the Supreme Being, to witDett the truth of what he aflirmt to 
be trae, or tiit 6delity in the performance of that, wbicb he promiaet to perform. 
Sacb a trannctioa preauppotet the ia&rmity of all human aaaetioaa. It appliet to 
the thoaghtt and inteata of the heart; and therefore .;!.i!:f:alt to him who kaowa 
them. It preauppotet alto, that the being who ia ap tO, ia both able and dit
poted to punish perjury. The aaivenal adoptioa of oithl, by all nations, to aanctioa 
lach public and loledln eagagemeatl at the lawt eaaaot aaftlcieady reach; such, for 
eumple, at ldelity to govemmeatt, the obtenaace of treatiet, Bad truth in giviag 
telltimoay, it a proof, that a te111e of the aaaetity of oaths. it deeply graven upoa the 
heart of man. Grotiut obee"•· that in every aadoa, aad in every age, an oath hu 
alwaya been of the patett weight in promilea, ceatracta, aad agreemeatt (c). 
If the aae of aolema oatht ia found thue univenal, and thue Decetiiii'J to man, in hit 

(a) See opinion of)[areey, J, in The People n. Jewett, at Lockport, 1830. 
(b) Tbe:r all eeem to follOw Cicero's de&Ditioa in the third book De OSiciiB: Eat eDim j

jaruulum alBrmatio reJiaioee; qaod a11tem a8irmate, q1UIIi Deo t.ae, pniiD-.rie, id teDeDdam 
-. See al8o Grotiu de Jare Bel. et Pac. Lib. B. Cap. XUI. 

Paft'eadorf. Droit de Ia Nat. Lib. IV. Cbap. L 
Domat'ICiYiJJaw. Book W. Tit. 6. f. 6. 
Paley'• Moral Pbiloeophy1 Book m . Chap. XVI. 
Radierf'orth'elalli&ateB, Cb. siv. 
Opiaioa or Trott, 8fterwardl Cb. Jut. or Soatb Ctroliu, uder the colollial ~m J. 

HelPs Law Joiii'Jial, p. t. The preoiee cle6DitioD in tbe tat abcwe, is rather Ptbered tiomall, 
t111m copied from 1111 one. 

(c) Ia the chapter before cited. Ill tbi8 cbtpter be bu oollected alftll& aamber or esampleB 
to lbow the reveruee o( a1IIIOil all aatioDB for OBtbB. Bat Bubeyni:, in biB aoteB oa Pldfea
dorf, •ye, &bat tbe PeraviaD81118Clao oath, bat a llimple avermeat befare &bel Jaca, He citeB 
~ c1e Vep for tbi8 &et, in laiB bi8tory or tbe JaCu. 
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•ocial condition; and if it il past doubt, that " there il a God who sovems the world,'' 
and has planned the e;Jiltence of 10eial order, then we arrive, even without the aid 
ofrevelation, to the conclusion, that theUIO ofoatha-il a part of the divineeeonomy, 
and that the breach of them will be a subject of 1pecial punilhment. 

The Committee, titus quoting the authority of the most distinguilhed guides in the 
philosophy of morala, wish to repeat the remark, that they all, both P~an and Cbri&
tian, speak in elf'eet of an oath, as "an aet of religion." T-he Commitiee submit, · 
therefore, that they have properly referred to the great principle of religious obliga
tion, though reporting to a body, whose members may be supposed to diJfer much 
in their partieular creeds. The very terma in which th11 subject il referred, embrace 
the moral and religious bearings of the 9uutioo. The resolution treats the •ubJect 
u. a. -quNtion of con~eienee ; and quesaont of eonseiedee can have little meawng, 
exeept u they regard the retpontibillty of. man· to his final ju~. . 

A farther explanation may seem to be called for. Now, that divisions esist, and 
excitement operatet, regarding the merits of freemuonry, tho mere uniupportod 
conclusions of thia Committee or thi1 Coavention, adopted upon recent view~ of the. 
question, might fail, perhapi jUBtly, to command univenal confidence. This hu in
duced the Committee to have much reeourse to authorities, whether I&Cl'8li or pro
fane; and they mean not to advance any important proposition in morala, without 
tbe most ample support of the inspired, or of the wile and good, who wrote before free
masonry existed. 

An oath, then, is truly a transaction between man on one part, and his Almighty 
Jud~e on the other. lt_is a transaetion·in which, according to the seneral eeonomy 
of .d1vine Providence, the special power of that Judge is called into exereiso, to give 
effect to 1ueh neeeuary and important engagements of men, as ean, in no other maa
ner, reeei:ve a sufficient guaranty( a). 

All thel8 prioeiplel apply to lawful oatba, taken for some UIOful ud important 
plll'poiO, But U.e.fintqu..Uon now to be eonlidered, regards those oaths w.tiieh are 
for objects morel}' tri1liDg or worthleu. If the position il establiahed, that an oath 
eft'~ally calls mto oxemae the aveagiag power of the Supremo Be~, te pWlish 
falsehood, (and ou aay other IUppo-ition, all oaths ue a fraud and aa 11Dpostul'ei) 
tbeu it folloWI, that oaths for tritiog and ~objects, are a direct aet of irre'fereace 
towards that power. They are, then, a praetieal perversion of one of bii great· en
gines for the Apport o£ human society.; and a defiance of that penalty whieh every 
oath supposes to be imprecated. In wha&ever de~ree an eath for a bigh aud impor
tant purpose, i111aered. in that degree, the UIO of it for aay low, bae, and worthleu 
object. is a profaaation. But the ease uncler consideration, aupp0101 th010 oaths· to 
be already tabu; and the qaestion is, what is the further duty of thoso who have 
taken them, and bow they IIliiY belt eiC8pO the danger of further oft'encea against 
eoueienee. 

The Committee have not brought thia branch of the aw;ect IntO view, beeauso·it 
it in. itself exceedillgly important; but rather, boeBUIO bemg. o ob~liged to examine a 
great ID8SI of oatlll ofvery varieua lmpol't. it HODled to be their duty to present the 
10bjeet ia due method; and boeaase the conclulions to be drawn frem thil braodl, 
will tend to throw light upon otben. 

If an oath.Cor a vain or worthleu purpo10o is a tra111aetioa with the Suprellle 
Judge, then he il a party to that transaction, corr.rideTetl u a bin.tling one; then he is 
a party, not to puniSh the trifting, or unlawfulness in taking the oath, but he is a 
party to see it.exeeu\ed; or to puDilh the non execution. 

But can the pow.er of the GOd of all worlds, be thus called into operation by the ca
price of man, to execute the vain engagements which folly may.prompt1 

The Committee know of no divine or hum&ll- authority, for .a~ that such an 
engagement, considered strictly as an oath, ia binding.. Puft'en4orf, who wrete 100 
yean before masonry existed, has expreuly stated · hia · opiaienr that·" oaths obli!e 
not when they are absurd and impertinent"(b). Doubtleu,· they ar& im.mM"IU &lld 

(a) Un sennent n'oblige pu, ai Dieu ne l'accepte. Pa1f'endort" as above cited, § vm. 
(All oath obliges not, it GOO does not accept ii.) 

(b) Car ils (les 86llllentll) n'obli&ent pu, non lllllllment ·loraqa'illl eoneement lee cll8IM illi 
cites, maill eDCOl'e lollqu'illl1011t abRrdes et impertineatll. Pa1f'endod, u above, § X •. 



~] OBLIGA.TION OF IIA.SONIC OA.THS. ·a 
m01t oft"eDsive to our. God and Judge; but no proof is perceived that He will10 · 
paniah the olf'enee eonlidered, as a breach of the oath, and because he requires the 
obeervauee. 

A very diJI"erent question remains, when we conaider what is due for reverence to 
that high and holy name, which we invoke in every lawful oath, and which we pro
fane in every one that is unlawful. No man who has unhappily taken a light oath, 
will, when his heart becomes better instructed, lightly brei&k it. But •til• it i• not 
trul.Y an oath: it binds not, aa .uck : the breach is not moral peljury : but a uaeleu, 
or light breach, seems to be again taking the Dam!' of God in vain, and to be renew
ed irreverence. Such an oath ought not to be violated without cause; but the Com
mittee, on the most attentive consideration they can give the aub)eet, and aided by 
thl! best authorities in morals, believe that for good ends, with JUStifiable motives, 
any vain oath may be disregarded ; and that very often it is a duty to disregard it. 

A eiugle ease will exemplify the views of the Committee, by practical appliea
tiOil. It i• a most prominent point of ma10nry, when arrived at the sublime degree 
oC master, that IIIABAB·BONE signifies " marrow in the bone." It is one of the land
marks which never ch'aDF.e with time or place. As bone has always signified bone, 
(seemingly in Hebrew, in the time of King Solomon, and in all languages, ancient 
and modern, since his time,) it remains that" mahar," signifies " oaarrow." Now 
the candidate bas, in elf'ect, in every form of solemnity, and under most awful penal
ties and sanctions, bound himselC never to reveal the fact that" mahar," so signi
fies. Mean, and disgusting, and worthless as this falseb.ood is, no good man would 
eauaeleuiT tri1le widi the oath he has taken. But when masonry ill found to be a 
great political, social, moral, and reii«ioue evil; when it is found to control govern
ment, and leave to the people the eb&aow only of power; when it sanctions murder, 
and then resorts to perjury to cover blood; when it avowedly ·perverts the admi
niatratioo of jWIUce, in ci-.il and criminal eases'; when, to sanction these things, it 
quotes the names of prophets and apostles, who spoke as they were moved by the in· 
epiratioa of the Holy Spirit; and, when it coven all, by the pretence of myateries 
and secrets of solemn and momentoua import ; then it becomes, not merely allow
able, it becomes a duty, to expose the base reality of these holy secrets, to hold up 
these solemnities to the scorn of men; aod to set the bloody and sacrilegioua monster 
in the pillory of public odium and contempt. Then it is a virtue in ma10ns, to tell 
the world, that their institution contains nothing more solemn, than the disgustins 
story:ofthe dead body of Hiram Abilf'; and oothingmoreinstrucdve, than the infor
mation that" IIABAB," signilies"MAaaow." 

2. If there is any one muonic obligation which is innocent in ita object, and yet not 
frivolous, it ought to be noticed in this eonnoction. Thi1 second head is introduced 
for the eak~ of carrying out the subject systematically, and of recording the admis
•ion, that c~ of thi• character may pouibly exist among mankind. In the diver
eified eveats of life, instances may occur, where individuals, beyond the reach of 
laws and of witnesses, or where all humao sanctions would be incompetent, may 
have just motives to ratify solemn and momentous engagements, by an appeal to 
Him who searches tile heart, and will bring every seeret thing into judgment. The 
Committee have not found, nor are aware, of any such in masonry; but if eueb 
exist, they would be the last to quettion the duty of a moat 1acred obse"ance 
eftbem. 

3. Before we come to those oaths which are specifically criminal, there is a middle 
elass, consisting of those which are only objectionable, by reason of their general 
tendency and el'ect; as for example, that they are unfavourable to good manners, 
eoeial order, or equal right, or eoniiOCJ.uentiallJ' against moral obligation. 

The Committee notice th888 principally, for the 1ake of presenting the subject in 
every dilf'erent point of view io which it has occurred to them. An extract from one 
of tlie celebrated civilianl and moralists who have been cited, will explain both the 
ease int.eoded, and the opinion of the author. · 

He says, " Though the thing promised should not be unlawful in itselC, 7et the oath 
i. not .tile leu void, if it hinders a more considerable moral good ; that IS to •ay, if 
it is ao obstacle to some duty of humanity, or to what we owe, to our relatives (a).'' 
It then putl the case of an oath to conceal a seeret.of importance to mankind ; and 

(a) Pdeodor(, in the chapter. abo•• cited. 
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euetiou the ·whole by the ease of the Corbau, or devoted oft'el'iiJI, stated by our 
Samar; and which will be quoted below. But while puaiag, the Committee beg 
Jean to make a aiogle remark, apoo. thia cue of the eoo.Cealment of valuable 
eeereta. · 

Falae ud hollow u the preteaeion to eueh aeereta is, muonry makes it. In that 
wretched fragment which is attributed to King Henry VI. it is taught that masoary 
eonceals, among other things, the art of finding new arta, and this for her own profit; 
the art of wonder-working, prophecy, magic, and of becoming «ood and wise without 
the aid of fear or hope. Now It is obvious, that a lmowledge of these aeereta, which 
masonry conceals for her own proAt, would alter the whole economy of human life, 
if revealed for the proAt of mankind. The oath of eoncealment therefore is, on the 
principle~ of the great writer quoted, as applied to muonic preteusiona, void. 

The Committee, however, present the subjeet)n a different point of view ; and 
they eo01ider all oaths void, which bind together a portion of mankind in secret and 
eel&h aaociatious, tending in terms, or in efl'eet, to limit that benevolence which 
we owe to all ; or to profit a part at the expense of the whole ; or to deprive othen 
of their equal privileges, for the benefit of such uaociations. · 

But if we would rise from human to divine authority, and draw instruction from 
unpolluted and infallible sources, neither examples nOl' precepta on this subject are 
wanting. 

The scriptures abound with examples of oaths, rub, sinful, or ill undentood, and 
mo1t manifettly recorded for our admonition. · 

From the New Testament, the cue of Herod's oath to which John the Baptist 
wu sacriAced, and that of the forty Jews to slay Paul, are moat commODly Cited. 
No one will now aaert, that either Herod, or the forty Jews, were bound in eon-
aeieace to kill their victim. . 

But it Hems surprising that the cue of the Corban, put by oar Saviour,'and which 
ia mach more discrimiaative, bu not been referred to. 

•• Bat ye say, Whosoever lball say to his father or mother, It is a pet, (Corban,-a 
tbiag devoted by vow to sacred nsea,) by whataoever thou qbtett be profited by 
-me, and honour not bis father or his mother, he •hall be free. Thus have ye made 
the commandment of God of none eft'eet by your tradition."-Matt. ·xv. 5, 6. In 
Mark vii. 12, the remark is further made, .. Ye •ufl'er him· no more to do aught for 
his father or mother." Now here the 1in imputed, i1 in the nry fact of compelling 
the vow-maker to keep his vow ; for the ease pat, lap no reproach upon them, if be 
had been rich enough to pay the vow, and support hil father and mother also. But 
having 10lemnly devete4f to the eerviee of the temple, 10me article neeeesary to the 
eomfort of his parenta, theae false teaehen required him to pay the vow, and IRifl'ered 
him to do no more, (not beins able to do both,) for bil father or his mother. There 
lay the sia; that is, iu the very fact of performing the vow. It is impouible to state 
a ease more precisely appropriate to such obligations of muonry, as are merely 
~net moral oblipUoDI, or of consequential evil tendency. 

The Committee 'Lave hoped that.tbese views would meet the approbation of tbi. 
eonvention, ao.d of the wise (Uld good of all cluses. These view•, if eorrec:t, will 
help Ul to dra1r right diltinetiODI; they Will tend to settle moral oblifltiOn upon 
the right basil; so u on one side, not to tri8e causelessly with any dUn~ that hu 
borne the formt of an oath before God ; ao.d on the other, .that they Will remove the 
aerupl01 of those who suppote themaelv01 bound in conscience, by all that may un-
happily have been imposed on them, under such forms. · 

a. Certainly, they are not so bound; for when we advance to the ground of nnlawfol 
oaths; or-to that of oaths, which in their terms, or by conseqaenee, lead to any 
'Violation of human or divine laws ; the Committee thea arrive on pound which has 
been oftea e:umined, and they find tbemtelve~ pPOp)*.l by authority on every side; 
-by writen, ancient and modern ; Pagan and Cbnltian; by moralista and legisl•· 
ton; by the eivillaw, and by all laws ; and 01peeially •• by that mre wonl of pro
pbcM:y," whieb might save the neeelaity ef the other" cloud of witnellel." 
. Rather thao. to detain the Convention by an array ~f authorities on an abetraet 
proposition, the Committee have referred on the bottom of these pa«ea, to a few well 
knowanamea (a) of great and establilbed authority, on qaeaaou of morall; and 

(a) See the pre'rio111 citations. 
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they pus oo· to aelec~ by way of example, 11010e points of the many oaths of masoory; 
aod to follow them up to their naturBl aod probable, or to their ac:tual aod koowo 
coDHqueocea. To those who have studied muoory, the examples cited, will be 
very familiar; to those who have studied anti-masonry, the obae"atioDB to be made 
oo them, may appear trite aod common. Perba.P!', however, thia ia one of the eaaee, 
where repetition and reinculcatioo may meet :w1tb indulgence. ,~, 

Io looking over the vast m818 of masonic oaths, the Committee would draw the 
attention of the convention to a few points only, ~elected as speeimeDB. 

1. Every masonic obligation ia entered into under the penalty of death; except one 
or two for maiming the limbs ; and thia penal!T.• with those exceptions, applies 
alike to every breach. The laws of masoory, like thOle of Draco, are AJ.L writ
ten in blood. 

The fellow-craft's, the muter's, aod other desreea, contain a promiH in the oath, 
" to obey all regular sigu, su~moDB, or tokeDB given, handed, sent, or thrown from 
the hand or a brother muon, or from the body or a just and lawfully constituted 
lodge, provided," &c. 

Here ii, then, a perfect BJStem of machinery, for capital condemnations and exe
eutioDS. If the sign banded from a lodge, ia a regular sign to put a masonic ofl'ender 
to death, it must be obeyed under penalty of death. . 

Io every case the lodge ia sole judge. There is no appeal: he who ia commanded 
to shed another's blood, mast do so, to save his own life. Thus, in .the ease of Miller of 
Belfast, if his murder shall be finally eoofimled, the two men, on whom the lot fell to 
straDgle him, had oo alternative, but to obey, or to die. · 

But the caUiel for which life is forfeited by the laW. or masoory, have DO relation 
whatever, to the ca881 of capital crime by the law of the land. Our eoDStitution•, 
bills of right, and laws, guaranty to US, life aod penonal liberty, in all C8188, ex
cept when forfeited by those laws. In 1111 other eases it ia a eapita) crime to take 
life intentionally. They guaranty liberty of speech in all poaible cues. 

We have, theo, two systems of criminal law arrayed asainst each other. Masonry 
takes life, for that which the laws treat u perfectly innocent: the laws condemn to 
death, for doing that which masonry reqwres; and we have seen masonry protect
ing criminals, whose lives, by the laws, were forfeited. It is not leu obvious, that 
the e1Ulle8 for which life is forfeited, by masonic law, are, none or them, ofl'encea 
against the moral or divine law. 

At the very outset of this subject, we have therefore an obvious ease, in which the 
oaths of masoory c&IIDot be obligatory, unless the civil law and divine law are both 
npealed. Neither is the case here suppOHd a gratuitous sup~tion. The 'Yer'f 
death of Morgan, ia a practical commentary on the principle. He died for that 
which the laws of, ei'Yil eociety in no manner condemn, and which cannot be called 
an oft'ence tifaiDBt the moral law, except by begpog the question which is here 
under dilc:UIIlon. · 

2. The oath to obey the grand hailing sign of distress, aod to fty to the relief of tbe 
~a giving it, is one which imports not criminality ia terms, aod only becomes · 
illegal, by ao illepl use. But the sign of distress has been known to have been 
thrown by an eacap"ms criminal to tlie ofticer who punned him, aod with euee811. 
From the daily intereour~e and coovenation of life, examples are ofcen .heard of, in 
which the sign of distress or other masonic sigaa, have lteen banded to juron or 
witn88188. 
! But examples eiUUlot be necesaary": the very 11ature of the ca~e auppoees. aod 
proves,. that they must be common. · 
1 E•ery fugitive from justice ; every mao caught in the commission of a crime ; 
every criminal on trial; every llllugler; every applicant, 111ch as was -Joba Au
denoa, for relief from congreu or a state legislature; every erimioal who applies 
for a pardon, aod every mao who applies for a 'Venal oftice, ia a penon in diatreu. 
1 A criminal muon hu the chances which thia aign may give, through all ata~ea o1' 
the proceedings, from the iuuing of a warrant for his arrest, to die pardon which re
lieves him from the- state .prison; for he may throw that sip to the constable who 
pursues, and to the magistrate who examines him, for coJIUDltment; to jail breaken; 
to grand jurymen, petty jurymen, witne•es. aod jud~e. The Committee have 
IC8Il reason to euppoH ih&t a multitude of recommeadaboaa for _Pardon, which have 
heret9fore filled the country with criminals, were proeure4 masoD.aCally. It would be 
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madneu to aappoae that ao powerful an enP.ne as the grand h~ aign of diatreu 
were not, must not be, frequendy used w1th elfeet, to the aubvera1on of law and 
right; especially in a gov~mment where opinion goveros all, and where the aspiring 
need friends, it ia madnpss to doubt whether thqse who seek for poptdarity and fame, 
do not of'ten gain them by a sacrifice of duty. The remonstranees of eonaeience 
may be easily bushed by the sanctity of masonic oblie;ations. In all these eases it 
will be observed, that the oath is not only unlawful in 1ts particular application, but 
in its g811eral tendency and elfeet, subveraive of all right. 

3. The oath of secrecy pervades every masonic obligation, and ia the cement of 
the whole. Every observation which the Committee have made regarding the 
grand bailing sign of distress, equally applies to thi•. But to bring the subject more 
sensibly home to the business of men, the Committee beg leave first to state the extent 
of this obligation, and then to give a possible example of its power. 

The obligation, even from the very firat degree, to keep aU masonic secrets, and 
every part and parts, point and points of them, then delivered, or thereafter to be 
delivered, is a moat comprehensive obligation ; and ia sealed, as has been stated, by 
an o1,th to God, and by the penalty of. a buteherly death. But in its terms no ille
gality ia expreisly embraced, which might alarm the masonic novice. AU the obli· 
gations, however, advance in protligacy as thef rise in rank; &Qd it is very soon 
perceived that the secrets intended, are really cnmes and olfenees against the laws. 
Thus in the master's degree, an exception is made of murder and treason, which are 
left at the discretion of the affirmant. 'An exception is always of the same kind of 

1 

thing which the ~enera! words import. · 
He who promlBeB to keep all secrets except murder and treason, impliea of neces

sity, that by the other secrets, not excepted, be means other erimes. It follow., 
therefore, that if cities are burned, women violated, houses broken, and merchants 
ruined through forgery, by a master mason, no other master mason knowing the 
facta as a secret, may reveal them, under the penalty of death and of moral perjury. 
He mar not reveal the secret as a witness on oath ; for there is DO auch exception. So 
the obhgation has been practised upon bf masons on the western trials : and after 
three yean of such practice, during which this same construction has been urged 
ar;ainst masonry, that institution has not denied the jUJtneu of it, by any known or 
public act ; nor does it appear to have taken a single atop to correct tbe conaeiencee 
of the witnesses. It has, therefore, sanctioned the construction ; and reaped the ad
vantage of it. It is too late now to retract. 

But the more express terms of this oath are 10mewhat more ftagitions; for in that 
institution, which distinguished men among ua do not hesitate to ptalae and foster, 
it is declared by solemn rites and express words, that master masons are at run 
liberty to conceal each othen' murdera and treasons;-" and these," says the oath, 
"left at my own discretion !" · . 

But if this excite our special wonder and awe; if we seem to doubt the- evidence 
of our senaea, when we see an order of men in this country, in tbia ar;e, stand pro
minently forth to organize the poaaible means of safety for the bigheat crimes, and 
to organize them with delibention, and forecast, and rites, and oathS ; what shall we 
say, when advancing some degrees farther, we find that ttaia concealment is no 
longer left optional, but ia made a consecrated duty; and, as such, that it extends 
to every crime ? In the oath of the royal arch degree, it is written, in words, at 
length, " TREASON AND MURDER NOT EXCEPTED"(&). So it ia Underatood by the 
masoilic authorities ; for, in the violence on Morgan, royal arch masons alone, as the 
Committee underatand and believe, were selected, and· no one can doubt, but th!" se-
lection was made with reference to this obligation. • 

There remains, JOt. a further enonnity ; another wo. The secrets hitherto men
tioned, are those mtention~y communicated, as anch. They embraee, therefore, 
only the cases of actual cons_f)iraer. But, in the obligation of the holy and thrice 
illustrioua order of the erose; (the Crou of Christ!] ; in that oWigation, ia contained 
the following clause : 

(a) Thil obliption is not 11Jliform in all the cbapten. It is, I!Ometimes, "all aecrew 
whatsoever," eometimes, " all secrets without exception." The ll108t common form is be
lieved to be that in the text. It is believed to be 110 fiven by the grand leeturef of the United 
8tateA, Mr. leremy L. Cl'OIL-Nou 6y cme of tM CorJIIfriltee. . . 
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" l do near to keep UCNCl my brotben' ~~~ereta, bOth wbea delivered to •• u 
meh, 8114 wben the aatare of the inf'onaatioD ia aueb, u to require IIMNCft for hie 
wellare.'' 

The 1eope aad objee& of this obligation It, that lmighta of tbil order, ahould keep 
eecret eaell otben' trmlaetiou, when ~y or tM:fttleratnlly diteovered. It 
may apply to the traitor, the murderer, t~ iaetodiarf, the thief, the eoanterfeiter, 
&.e., uapeetedlf eaught in the aet. But, without tDiisdag upon cuea, whieh it 
may still be hopeCI, are DOt or f'requeut ocearrenee, the Committee beg to draw the 
atteatioa of thle convention, b1 way of bypotheais, to a eue which may'abow, to 
what amaziag miaehief a eo~~~ptraey, UDder 1ueh a bond, may lead, without the eom· 
million of any •iagle erime, which eaa be eall8d atroeiioaa. 

Tbe publie eeono~ of the United State&, ia mueh regulated b7, sad dependent 
apoa, thole lawa, which reapect oar eommereial intereolUie wtth other natioDI. 
The exeeutioa of thele law• il eommittecl to a eomparativelyamall number of revenue 
oftieen. Upoa the fidelity of theH men, iatereltl are depending, which are, literally, 
immeDH. It ia aot merely the pub~ic revenae and expenditure, th41 payment of the 
public debt, and eouequent aupport of credit and of government ;-far beyoad all this, 
the proper aeeution of ihOH laws, eaten into the value of every production of the 
soil, and of every. braaeh of industry. It il felt on every farm, by evef16reaide, in a 
limited mft1111'e; but in every great eatablilhment of manufacturing induatry, it is 
l'elt in the proaperity or the ruin of the owner. To prevent the enaetmentor amendment 
of theae law• ; to break them down when fUaed ; or to evade their eft"ect, · neither 
euaning, nor f'raucl, nor corruption, nor per.Jury,•bave been waating. That the ob
ligatiollt of muoDie aeereey have ever beea interpoud, to Rve a single bale of illicit 
goods, wbea foaad liable to Mizure, or to remit a penalty, or produce a falH apprai
aal, ia a thing of wbich the Committee have no evidence. But when the Wit and 
wealth of Englaad have bee• applied to rid ut, for our advantap, of law• round
ed in v~ prejudice, it would be puBing woadonul, if they never lighted upon 
thil bapp1e1t of all iuatrumentB, for tile improvement of our governmental economy. 
Let it olily be re.embered, that the CUllom-house oflleer, is UIUally and preaamp
tively, a. muon; beea1110 few appoiutmentll are made, but from the order. Let us 
then~ the very prob_able lact, that a masonic •muggier dileoven the inBpeetor 
to be a brother mason; tbere is, then, a road opened, whieh, like Miltoa'• road from 
the lower tegio111 throuBh eltaos, eaanot be barricad8d. The iupeetor i1 JKIOr, 
and, even if CODBeielltiOUII, must live by hi• oftiee. The •muggier lands good11111 hi• 
opea view, and ub no fnoun. He givea the sign of bis order; he urge~ on the 
work of fraud; aad death te the iftipector who betray• him. A small amount of 
llllU~led 5oodl depre1101 the market; for the reduction of price, operatel mOlt ex
tenllvel:f1lpoD mercantile opinion ; prices fall ; the manufacturer is ruined ; the 
e~tabliebment eeaHI to operate; and the whole policy of a great and wise nation, il 
thwarted by a few uneeen aad ignoble hands. 

The Committee repeat, that they have no knowledge of any such fact. But, nei
ther if the letter of Joba Anderson, to a member of congreu, attempting to corrupt 
him, bad been addre111ed to a real mason, as he supposed it was, ahouJd we ever 
have known the application of masonry in eorruptmg legislature•; nor should we 
have thought of the safety with which every member may be tried, and tempted in 
turu, for none can betray the secret. But let it once be calculated, how man_y let
ten, of any single class or kind, are mineftt, in proportion !to those that are raghtly 
directed. Ie there one in ten thousand 1 If not, then the mathematical probability 
is, that more tbaa ten thoUBand masonic oft'en of corruption, have been sent and 
concealed. 

Apply any reasoa.able seale of probability to the evuion of the impostB; and it 
will appear to he little len ihan a miracle, if the best and aafest of all po•rible mean~, 
that is, masonic means, haTe never been resorted to, for the purpose of lre•king 
down the revenue ISWB ef our covntry. . 

The nak8d question, wbether an oath against law, or agamst a prior natural or 
moral obli«&tion, can be bincling, is sol•ed in a very few words ; the solution is per
fectly intelligible to every_ wand mind; and necessaril7, convincing to every mind 
whieh comprehends it. There is uo room for tWo optoions. For, if such an oath 
il not void m conscience, it is then binding; and then the commission of any possible 
crime beiti1 BWorn to, would .be matter o( eonaeience. 

D 
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An oatb, ·itself, ,is 818umed, to impose some- obligatioa. Bat a su.,.qaent and 
opposite oath is void, or not void. 1C not void, then it dissolves the obliganon of the 
former oath; and then, it may u well itself be rendered void, by a new and farthea
oath ; and, if so, then every oath may be annnlled at pleasure, by taking a conta-ary 

. oath. Thus, truth and fidelity would be abandoned ; and men would be divested 
of ~ most inviolable of all the bonds which cement. and tanctify the social relations. 

This masonic principle is thus telf-destruetive. For, if the masonic oath can 
annihilate a prior oath, or moral oblilation, then, it may itself be annihilated, by a 
aubtequent and contrary oath;. and then, :we are driven t.o •ay, in the same breath, 
coacerning every oath, that it is obligatory, or is not obligatory, at pleuw'e. 

But those masons who contend for the obli~tory efl'ect of masonic oaths, and 
. who, at the same time, have taken anr oath to etvil society, such as that of an officer 
or voter, are called upon to decide which oath is to be preferred, when the two come 
in conAict. May the person thus situated, decide for himself which oath to keep ! 
If so, he is bound by neither. Ia the prior oath obligatory1 Then, it follows, that 
every person w4o bas first takon these masonic oaths, proclaims himself incapable of 
civil trust. · 

The Committee believe, that the great body of merely nominal masons, who 
regard the institution either with indifl'erenee or contempt, but do not openly 
renounce it, are faithful to their country and its laws. They believe, also, that tho 
great body of the zealous and adhering masons, who act u a party, cotiider their 
·masonic ob~tions, as in all cases paramount. 

This princ1ple was acted upon by the masonic judicatories, when deliberating 
.beforehand, on the fate of Morgan. It was fully believed bJ his executioners. when 
amidst the storms and tumults of remonstrating conscience, they counselled concern
ing his death. It bas been extensively acted upon, by perjured witn88188, jurors, 
and civil officers, to cover that crime. 
: In point of fact, any officer or voter, who, being a mason, takes an oath to aupJ?Ort 
.the constitution, or Caithfully to discharge his oBicet_Plaees himself in a t'Ondltion, 
.where he may be subject to con1licting obligations. Thus, for example, Mr. Bruce, 

·· the sherifl' of Niagara, has been called to act under an accumulation of contradictoey 
'.oaths. First, by his oath of office, he was bound .to keee the peace, for every sheriff 
.is a ~ace-officer. Then, in obedience to his prior masonic oath, be broke the peace 
'liy v1olence upon the person of William Morgan. Next, he was to summon a grand 
jury, which wos to investigate the Morgan outrage; and, on thit jury, he placed a 
great mlljority of masons, with set purpose to defeat the inquiry, thus again violating 
his oath of office. On the trial of Whitney, at Canandaigua, be was called aa a 
witness, and testified the truth ; and, in so doing, broke his masonic obligation. 
Fmally, being called upon to testify the same facts at the Batavia and Lockport 

.trials, he refused. Thus, for the aa'ke of masonry, be again violates a bigll and 
sacred duty, which every man owes to society: by that violation, priloners escaped, 
.and guilt and crime came ofl' triumphant. · 

The limited apace allowed for thls report, forbids the Committee to enlarge upon 
. many other points in the obligations of masonry, not less criminal than the forego1ng. 
Thus, the oath always _to support a brother's military fame and.political preferment. 
in preference to another's, resolves the masonic orcfer into one vast and permanent 
conspiracy against the freedom of elections and the equality of civil right. · 

EverJ witness is sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. But masonry require• them not so to testify against a brother; so they 
understand it, and, in numerous instances, have refused to be sworn, or to testify ; 
or in testifying, have dealt falsely. 

EverJ petit juror is sworn " well and truly to try this cause," &c. But, many 
masons have, on fnll and (air trial. been set aside, by reason o( their masonic obliga
tions, u not impartial. Let there henee(oFth be no complaint, if we declare such 
men unfit for cim trust; they have been judicially proved, and pronounced to be 
.unfit. 
. Every grandjuror.is sworn" diligently to inquire and true presentment make, .. 
~. But, muonry requires them to keep secrets, to deliver a brother, &c. ; and 
;masonic grand juries have reCused to inquire, or make a presentment of ofl'encee, 
.perfectly well known to them. . · 

~very police justice, &lid other magisvate, constabl~ sheriJf. and district aUorney, 
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takes an oath faitblully to exeeute bi8 olice. But, in audtiplied iutances, aucla 
ollicen have betrayed the laws. 

In all these euea, it ia exeeedfngly plain, that the maaonic ob"r.tiona do come in 
confti~t with the bigber obligations of duty and allegiance of the citizen, to hie eouu
try. They have, in point of fact, engqed in that eonftict, and they have pre
vailed in it. 

But, there ia a farther and more terrific view of this matter, wbich must be pre
sented. It ia now aome yean, since may of these delinquencies of muonic wit-
0811888, JW'OI'8, and officen, were known to the bir;h masonic authorities, whO had 
jwiadiction over them. But, those. authorities have never, 10 far as appears, rebuked 
lhem for these oft'ences; on the contrary, they have 1Uded, comforted, and abetted 
the criminals. We are driven, therefore, to the conclusion, that the disabilities of 
these masonic oaths, thus judicially ).>roved, applies to the great body of those 
m110ns, who constitute these judicatonee, or act under them. If these men are dis
franchised, it ia not by our act, nor our sente.nce. It ia by their own act; and judges 
and triers have pronounced upon the eft'eet of it, before us. 

The oath to foUow an unworthy brother. (in eft'eet) with slander and deCamation, 
aad to derange his busine11, and ruin hie fortune, legitimize, though not in terms, the 
awful weapon of false accusation, obloquy, and reproach. And the obligation to 
extricate a brother from difficulty, "right·or wrong," defies all remark. SUppose 
that dit6eulty to be, that he has betrayed his country ! Suppose it to be, that be has 
oppl'8888d the widow, or robbed the fatherletB, and ia called on to refund! 

If Andre had been a royal arch mason, and Van Wart and his companions had 
been of the same degree, acknowledging the binding eft'eets of their obligatiou, must 
they uot have rescued bim from dimculty 1 Then, if they had done so, where would 
have been Weet Point, and the liberdes of America, -and the hopes of mankind 1 

There is yet another maaobic obli~tion, which, though not so darectly importing 
individual crime, is, in a political pomt of view, of atill more fearful import, than aH 
that have proceeded. 

The .JmiShta of the eut and west, and of many other de~•· take an oath " to 
P'l due obedience and 8\lbmillion to all degreea beyond tbia, but particularly to the 
pnneea of the royal aeeret, and th!' supreme council of grand ina~tor general of 
the 33d, and ret:: myself by their determinations," &e. Now, here the 
~andidate binds · If to obey the unknown deereel, of an unknown supreme 
~tonbip. , · 

It will be found, that all degreea of masonry, from tbe highest to the lowest, are 
subjected in grades of 1ubordination, each to its superior; and the whole is united to 
thiJ myaterioDily 1ublime and invisible bead, by an iron chain of de~ndenee. 

Tbil supreme · council consiata of nine pel'IODB· In Bernani's Laght on Masonry, 
appean one of their edicts, in which, with titles, and attributes of power and mag
Dilieenee, only equalled by those of a Burmese monarch, they Intimate their will to a 
eubjeet world, " to the two hemispheres." Let the people of these United States, 
then, weD undentand the fact, that 100,000 of the moat active, efficient, and intelli
~Dt men, embracing almost all in office, from the president, downwards ; banded 
together with sanctions of blood, and oaths of perdition ; with diacipline, with con
cert, with signs of recognition, and cypben of ~eeret eorrespondence ; armed 'with 
the public pre11, and bearing, in their train, the artillery of slander, and of the 
ruin of men, are united, to engroa~ all power and in1luenee, and to direct the 
reaoureea of a great nation, to the separate profit of their order. Thia is no gloSB of 
oan ; it ia their own claim, written an word• at length, or nece818rily implied, in 
llllarly all their documents. 

Loug ago would your Committee, wading through this mire of depravity, have 
wished to quit polluted ground. But there ia :yet one topie, wbieb, as it •ms to them 
never to have been duly w~bed by the anu-masonic public, tlley wiab to notice. 

A part of the muter's oath m Bernani'1 Light on Muonry, p. 63, ia thus expreiiiOd: 
"Furthermore, I do promiae and swear, that if any part of thia solemn oath or obli
~ation be omitted at tbia time, that I will bold myself amenable thereunto whenever. 
informed." 

Thua every muter muon is, or may be, bound bf. bis oath to obae"e an unknown. 
oath. In addition to the topic just mentioned, it waU now be -n that a masoa may 
be bound to perform unheard of acts, bJ unsuspected obligation•· 
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The Committee know aot bow to dilcU¥ aqileatioa 10 N\'oltiaa: to aU moral seati
ment u this,-" whether saeh an oath can be bindiDg." They W.ld it up rather tD 
the obee"ation of mankind, and would afpeal to all, muoas or not aMODI, to aay, 
Je not each an oath a moral abomination . 

Bat this part of the obligation is pregnant with farther remark. The oath doea 
not bind him to obee"e any part whieh may be /Mgolteft, or omitted ~ .Uiake ; 
aor hu it any limitation wh&tever: it is sim,Ply to oblerve " any part which may be 
omitted." Therefore any part may be omatted; aod that intentionally. When a 
religious man ·• to be received, the eaerile~ous parts may be dropped or softened : 
when an intellilr;ent and honeet etatesman 11 a eudidate, the parts may be left out 
which are hostile to civil liberty: when any one heeitatee or Objeeta, u many have 
done, the whole may be Blurred over. The Committee have no doubt but bere is 
ooe explanation of the fact, that some muoDI of fair reputation are found, who deny 
that they took saeh oaths, and deuy it in terms, which eo far u can be disc:overed, 
I88Dl free of equivocation. 

Ir great and good men like Washington, Franklin, Fayette, aod others were 
actually muter muons, and if they ever attended the lodge a second time, of which 
the Committee know no evideuee, the solation of that fact will probably be fouod 
in thie elutic and accommodatin'S quality of the oaths, by which diey are made to fit 
every sha~. As regards revoluuonary men, however, such as military oftieen Atr~, 
and our.daplomatiets in F'f'tJAU, it is not im~e that the im{»>rtanee of penetra
ting all aeerets, and of gnardmg ~ainst powble mischief, mightJnstify them m keep
ing a watehful eye upon the intenor of the lodges. 

On the subject 'of oaths obtained b7 compulsion, or deception, or eurprise: also of 
those made upon an express or implied colldition, time forbids the Committee to do 
more than to refer the learned to the reat authorities in morals wbo have treated 
on those subj~ta. Good faith is the buie of all obligation~; aod without the iatent 
to swear, real or expressed, there is no oath. In whatever degree any oath il 
imposed by actual or virtual compuleioo-by surprise or deception-or on aa impHed 
or expre11 condition whicla is unperformed, the oath is void. A great authority (a) 
puts a cue exactly apposite to muonry; that is, a penon who bas brought ns vef'J 
agreeable news ii promised a reward : but if it turns out that the news is false, the 
promise fails. , 
· There il a farther con~ideration regucling all iBecal oaths; and all that are agaiast 1 

good morals, or of miscbievons tendency, whieh hu but lately ~rcurred to the Com
mittee ia the particular point of view in whieh it is now presented. It is this : that 
the fact of taking or adminietering sueh oaths, is a miedemeaoor at the common law. 
The candidate who ta'ltea the oath; ud not tbe presidiDg muter only, but evef'J 
member of the lodge willingly. assistinr;, is liable to Indictment aod panislament. The 
Committee present this to the convention as a great ancl preservative principle of our 
inetitutiona. It is one which is believed to furnish the best and happiest solntion of 
the great queetion, "How shall muonry, when once fUt down, and when the public 
watebfulne~~ becomes relaxed, be prevented from an IDiidions revival 7" Forgetting 
this wise and eauitary provision of our birthright eommon law, some have soQgbt 
from the legislatures, a statute remedy. It is UDDeeeesarr. No lodge ean exist for 

. any great -lellgth of time, nor embrace many memben, without beiag known. It will 
then be poni6le for a grand Jury to lind and examine the old and new memben ; by 
detailed examination•.- to 1ift oat everf fact, and by cautions iaduatry, thread all 
ID&ZOI of masonic seeree1. The Committee tbiak that this power of the grand 
juries ahould be e:ste011velr md known, and ahould be directly acted upon, 
wherever grand juries can be assembled who are not fettered by muoaic obligations. 
It should be acted upon by way of practice and prepvation, and for the purpose of 
eumplifyin~ the power and eetablilhing the principle, even though it should resuk 
that no aclm~~~ion ef memben have taken place. This will save the neeenity of any 

. sneh resort to new remedies, u might awaken a jnst fear of new preeedenta and 
violent ehangee. Thus, there is ever at band an unfailing remedy: it appliea against 
all 118Cret usoeiations alike: it will for ever furaish w free institutions die best of aU 
possible defences, against their most besetting dangers. 

In closing their report, the Committee beg leave to rema!'k, that if they have 

(a) Polfeadorf, in the c:laapter above cited. 



53) ' OBLIGATION OP MASONIC OATHS. 11 

~eemed to be prolix. they could not think it allowable, to treat lightly or oblcurely, 
a subject connected 10 deeply with the foundatioDB of civil order and moral obliga
tion, u tbit which baa been committed to them. It is felt, that no man of right moral 
181ltiment could approach the subject, witboKt a reverential regard to ita importance, 
and a dee~ sentiment of the respolllibility of rightly discriminating between lacred 
things, ana the profanation of them. 

On the one side, cries are every where railed "o/fNJf'tiJ perjvry." It is believed 
that this convention, and all gooa citizeDB, feel a deep seDBe or obligation, to the 
fearle11 and virtuoua men, who in the faee not of death merely, but of in6nite calumny 
and reproach, revealed the secreta of masonry. T~ose men aeted from an impulse 
of vil'lUe, and ~enerally without time for advisement. But it has been most pteful 
to :rour Committee, to lind in every step of their iuveitigation~t that the prmciples 
which are hero presented, and which viDdieate the conduct of their excellent frieDd1, 
have been annoimced from age to age, and pubU.hed It] the moat wise and venerated · 
teaehen of morals; and moreover by the oraele• of divine truth. 

But the m01t important of all CO.D18qUence• is, that if these priliciplel are right, 
muoDI1 mult fall. 

The mltitution lives on mptery and secrecy, and these depend on the oathl. 
Multitude~ who abhor the inltitution, are prevented by conlcientioUI BCrUples, from 
renouncing itl authority and revealing ita secret~. But when once it comes to be 
pnerally felt that no 1ueh oathl are obligatory, the bond Of union will be broken. 
It il broken already. The cement of the masonic temple ia dillolved; the arehel 
ue falliDg, ·and the doon are unhinged; and all the l&bomiDatioDI of the inner 
l'eeell81, are openly upo~td to the obse"ance of mankind. · 



UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

7'lat Committee of 1eudin_8 tiiOIOfll, of tDI&icA Mr. Tlaacler il claainnan, mad tDhic/a. 
Comntittu, by ruolvtiora of '1'hvr1day, the 16th of September, tDtTe inltnlcted and 
taJH!f«Ttd to~ a ~ of tAt prominent pcMII its ~lr. degree, tDAeft Ume 
traigAI perwait, after the riljng oftle comJmticm, have Jfl'r'Aillul, tMotlgA Mr. Ward 
mail Mr. A,.,.,trong, membei1 tif ltJitl Corttmittu, the follwlirag Report: 

By an oath to the Father of Spirill, freemasons ~uire the liCe, and think to pledge 
the 1oul of each brother, for ibe security of thell' myaterie.. Our apology ror 
despising the penalties of freemasonry, will be read in our disclosures. These will 
sbow the masonic system to be sinful; such as we are not bound to 1ustain by 
religiotu obligatious. An oath, is a religious obligation ; bat neither moral nor 
religious obligations, neither a (>romile nor 1m oath, can bind us to disobey God. 

The system of freemasonry, an the first three degrees, dates from creation, aud 
represenll itself to have come from Mosea and Solomon, and the apostlee ; but the 
watnees is false, and we cannot bear it, without a breach of tho ninth commandment. 
The system of freemasonry lightly U881 the name of the Lord onr God ; we eanoot 
uphold it, and be guiltlen of takiDg the name of the Lord in vain. The system of 
freemasonry exacts the liCe of its candidates, which we cannot defend, without viola
ting the sixth commandment of the decalogue. 

We present freemasoll!I, not as it w.as fifty or a hundred ye81'11 ago, but as it is 
now; not as Franklin and Washin«ton received it, but as!rE' was 'ven to us in their 
peat names. ' Secret soeietiel tend fast to corruption, and 1 've masonry, in 
ats ehort day, has made a rapid progren. It bas mate· y degenerated in this 
country within the last forty ye81'11. What it has been, each may inC)uire for bimeelf; 
but what it is now, we know, and here eet forth. Having expenmental acquain
tance with it, as it now exists, in Vermont, Massacbueetts, Rhode Island, Connecti
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Maryland, we find it uniform 
throughout, and declare it to be in the main, fairly set forth in " LigAI ora MtiiMIT1J·" 

OF THE LODGES • . 

The whole system is made up of what are termed degnu of the order. These 
are forty-three and mere, in thi1 country. The symbolic Jodpa confer the first three 
degrees( a). The room in which a _!YJDbolic lodge is held, represents the most holy 
plaee of King Solomon's temple. The principal officen are, the tiiOf"'h.ipjvl W~~ler, 
and the Ienior and ,;-itrr urardetv. ~- are controlled by grand lodpa, as the 
chureh is by general usembliea, convocaUODB, and conferences. 

The oldest lodlte in these states, is St. John's Lodge, Boston, established by the 
grand lodge of Ffngland, A. D. 1733. Prior to the declaration of American Inde
pendence, in 1776, the provincial lodges were dependent llpon the British grand 
lodpa. During, and after the revolution, the several 1tates formed independent 

(a) The fou ncceeding, are 1181lally conferred by the chapter. Then the arranrement or 
the depl88 becomes confaiJed; but,'for this time, we foUow ll88rly the Ahiman Rezon, ofMary
lan4, 1•, and put the clear-conferred by the encam~t, hm the II!Yenth to the eleventh ; 
aud the degrees conferred "by the COIIDcil of the Trillity, from the eleventh to the fourteenth. 
Tbe f0111'teenth to the twenty..fovth, iuc)uiye, are ooiaferred by the Rblime araud lodp of 
}Mrfection. The twea&y.fifth aaad twenif«sth, by the COIIDoil of pn-of J8llllilem ; from the 
twenty ... ve~ to the forty-third, iDClutiYe, are 1inn by the iDipeoton, wbo are IOYareipa of 
IDSIOIII'Y, fer hfe. · 
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pend .... ~ each 1tat.e aow bu a Kf8lld eel~, u much u itbu a state Jep
fature ; and me meetinp of the pad lcMige. and of the state leP-Iatare, are uually 
aimul&aaeou. Ia 1822; an att.emrt wu made to form a (ederal grand lodge for the 
United States. The pad lodp of Te&De~Me, in vain renewed the attempt, in 1829. 

Ia the proceu of taking the degrees, no penon lmowa, or can know, muonically, 
aay sigu, or word, or token, or oath, of any degree of muonry, above the degree he 
hu taken, beeauae auch lmowled~ could only be had in violation of muooie obliga
tiona. Eachdegreeofmuonry com~rilel an obligation, or a peaalty, the delign of 
which it, to bind the caadidate to ihe obae"lllice of au inviolable seerecy of aU 
muonic tranaactiona. . On receiving the obligation of an entered apprentice, whieb 
it the first d~ree of muonry, the candidate it prepared in a manner which it 
termed, muonteally, "fldtlt.et-ffllked ftM elotMtl, barefoot ftM dod, Aood-u1itakttl, IJft4 
fllitl& a cable-tour roUnd 1&U neck." Thu prepared, 6e it made fin& to kneel for the 
benefit of a lodge prayer; he ia then inatrncted to kneel before the muooie altar, on 
hla left knee, to piat hit left hand under the bible, and hll rifiht hand on the opeo. 
bible, aquare, and com,._, in which aituatioo. he takes the obligation, by repeatinJ 
the wordl after the muter of the lod~. The muter addret ... the candidate thu: · 
•• Mr.-, you are o.ow placed iD a pro_per potition to take upon you the IQlemn 
oath or obligation of an entered appreikUce muon, which I auure yon, ia neither to 
afrect your religion nor politie~. n it it of/QUI' own free will and accord, that 1ou 
thupreaentyounelf, repeat your name, an aay, after me." The following obliga
tioa Ja then adminittered : "I, -, of my own free will and accord, iD preteD~ of 
Almighty God, and tbia wonhipfullodge of free and accepted muoDt, dedicated to 
God, and held forth to the holy order of Saint JoluJ, do here)Jy and hereon, moat 
10lemnly and tiacerely promise aDd swear, that I will always hail, ever conceal, and 
never reveal any part or partt, art or IU'tl, poiDt or poiDta of the aecreta, arta, and m;p
teriet of aacient freemaaoary which I have received, am about to receive, or may be 
hereafter inatrncted in, to any penon or penona in the known world, except il be a 
true and lawful brotber muon. or within the body of ajut and lawfully conatituted 
Ioqe of tueh, and aot unto hlm, or unto them, whoa llball hear 10 to be, but unto 
hlm and them only, whom I aballfind 10 to be, after ttrict trial, and due examina
tion, or lawful information. Furthermore do I promile and swear, that I wiU not 
write, print, lt&IPP, atain, hew, cut,. carve. indent, paint, oz:- 8118f&Ve it, on any thing 
moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of heaven, whereby, or whereon 
the leut letter, ~ure, character, m.uk, ataia, aJWlow, or resemblance of the eame, 
may become legtble or iDtelligible to m.ytelf or any other penon iD the known 
world, whereby the teeret11 of muonry may be unlawfully obtained, throagh my 
unworthineu. To all which I do moat ao~y and liDceN.ly promile and swear, 
without the least equivocation. mental rese"atioa, or telf-evuion of mind iD me 
wbataoner; biDdiDg mytelf under no J.e. penalty, than to have my throat cut 
acrou, my tongue tom out by the roo'-' ana my body buried iD the rough aandt 
of the tea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbt and ftowa twice iD twenty
four houn. So help me God, and keep me ateadfut, in tho due performance of the 
lame." 

After tit.king the obli«ation: the candidate ia brought to li«ht, by uneovering hll 
eye~, at the command or the moat wonhi~ul muter,· profanely iltued in the worda 
of the Alm'~ty, ... let IMn 6e ligl&t," ana .. the baiadage fall•, the muter adda, 
•• tAere WI • ·11 !" He it then taqht the Ant atep of a maaon, together with the 
eign, grip, an word, Bo.u, in the manner which ia accurately explained iD Morgaa'• 
mutratlona, and iD Light on Matonry. 

Ia taking the aecond or fellow.-eraft'a degree, the candidate it attired in the prepa
ration room, u at Ant, with lli«ht variation~. He it brought to more lightU.ffiDIOfU'Y, 
by the removal or hll hood, aacf the profane ute of the aame wordl of Scripture. 
The oblil:ation of tbia degree, compn..- the follow!of poiDtl : " J will not give the 
degree of a fellow-craft maton to aay one of an iDfenor de~ ; I wiU aupport the 
eo01titution of the grand lodfie• under which tbia lodge it held, and conform to all 
the by-lawa, rulea, aDd regulat10na of thit, or any other lodge, of wbieh I may at any 
time hereafter beeome a member, as far u in my power; I will obey all regulv 
tigDI and tummoa..., pven, baaded, tent, or threwn to me by the hand of a brother 
fellow-craft mUOD, or from tho body of a jut ud lawfully con•thuted lodae of 1uch, . . . 
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p_rovided it be within the Jeosth of m1 cable-tow, or_.. .... uul .. of IPJ work.'; 
The penalty attached to this obligation ia, " to have my left breut tom opea, and 
my heart and vi tab taken from thence, and thrown over my left ahoulder, aaCl carried 
into ihe valley of Jehosbapbat, there to become a prey to the wild beuta of the field, 
and vultures of the air, If ever I should prove wilfuRy guilty of violating any part of 
tbis, my solemn oath or obligation, ef a J'J:LLOW-ciLAJ'T •.uol'f. So help me God, 
and keep me tteadfast in the due performance of the same." 

Tbil degree of m~W>nry bas its pUB-word, aign, pip, uul word. The pase-word 
is Shibboleth; tbe word isJAc&Jl'f, · 

In the third degree, called" t'M IUblime tkgree of a master fMIOR," the candidate is at
tired in tbe preparation room, witb hood-wink, cable-tow, indilpeneablea, and tlippers : 
he is brought to "fvrtl&er light in fllaiOJlry," by the aame process need to briDg him" to 
light," and, tben, " to fiWTe light in masonry." He is told tbat, as in the first degree, on 
coming to light, be saw botb pointl' of the complallld concealed beneath tbe square, 
it was to signify, that be was yet ignorant of two p~eipal pointl of mueary ; that 
.. be also saw in the fenow-craftl' degree, one pomt of the eompassea above the 
square, and the other beneath, it was to denote his ignorance of yet one material 
point of· masonry ; but, as in thil, the third degree, he 188S both pointl of ·the com
passes elevated above the square, i' denotes that he is about to receive all the light 
which can be ~ven him in a master's lodr;e. 

The obli~atron of this degree, compriles the following pointl: • · 
"I proml88 and swear, that I will aot wrong tbislodge, or a brother of tbiB degree, 

to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suft'er it to be clone by others, if in my 
power to prevent it. I promise and swear, that a master mason'• l!eeretl, given to 
me in charge, as such, and I knowing him to be aucb, shall remain ae secure and 
inviolable in my breast, as in his own, when commuuieated to me, murder and trea
son excepted, and these left to my own eleetion. I promise aad awear, that I will 
not violate the chastity of a master mason's wife, mother, sitter, or daushter, I 
knowing them to be such, norauft'er it to be doae by ethers if in my power to prevent 
it. I promise and swear, that I will go on a muter mason's eiTand, wh~ever 
required, eYen should I have to go barefoot and barehead, if within the leastJl of fli.Y 
ea6le-tow, (mystically three miles.) ' · 

" I promise, and •wear, that if any part of this, my 80lemn oath or oltHgatiop be 1 

omitted at this time, I will hold myself amenable thereunto, wheneYer iaformed. 
To all wbieb I do most solemnly and eiaeerely promise and swear, with a fixed and 
steady purpose of mind in me, to ·keep and perform the same, binding myself under 
no leu penalty 1 than to have my bod)c severed in two in the midst, and di'rided to the 
north and south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the 1:entre, and the ashe& eeattered to 
the four wlnds of heaven, that there might not the least traee of remembrance 
remain amour; men or masons of so Yile and peljured a wretch as I should be, were 
I ever to prove wilfully guilty of violating any part oftbia my solemn oath or oblip
tion of a master mason. So help me G'od, and keep me llteadf'ast in the due pet-
formanee of the same." , · 

"I promise and swQar that I will_ not give the muter's word, wbicb I shall here
a~r receive, neither in the l~ge, nor out of_it, except it be on the ~ve pointa of feHow
abJp, and then not above my breath; I promise and swear that I will not give the grand 
hailing sign of diltreas, except I am 1n .real distress, or for the beuefit of the craft, 
when at work; and should I ever see tbat sign given, or bear the werd &CA!Ompany
ing it, and should the person who gave it appear to be in dietrell, I will !y to liis 
relief at the risk of my life, should there be a greater probability of saviuc his life 
than of loting my own. I promile and swear that I will not BP,eak evil ot a brother 
master mason, behind . his back or before his face ; bat I will apprise him of all 
approaching danger, if in my power. I promise and swear . tbit I . win always 
remember a brother master mason, when on my knees, oft'enng up my devotions 
to Almighty God." • 

After thiB he)s made to kneel down and pray: is assaulted, mysticallf killed, and 
t!'ice bur!ed by Jnbela, Ju~lo, an~ Jubelum; raised to fife after llfteen days corruP:, 
aon, by kmr; Solomon, and gifted with the awful word, IIIAB! BAH! :aol'fll: t u a aubstl
tllte for the real word of a master mason, until future generationa find out t.\e erve 
tDOTd. This the candidate is led to search for ia the deeper mysteries of masonry. · 

• 
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The four next degrees in the m11tery, are eommitted in this eoaatrt alone to a 
muonie gOYerument ealled ~. for the prilntu'J ~. OrarN CAaplief' for" a 
atate, and GmmJl Grtmtl C~ lor the federalanien. The ...,._,. ef die eh.,._ 
pretenda to have come, in part, from heaven, by Meaei, Selomea, and Zerubbabel, to 
dlia generation ; but it il certain that the ~ clapter wu inltitaeed, .A. D. 
1747, at An-u,in France; that Meeea MichUIIIayea, a Jew, iDtrodneed it witlt tile 
still deeper myateriea into thia country by a pateot, dated 6th of December, 1778 ; 
that the first mention of a Clt.trplief' el mUOIII in tbil COUDtry, wbieh we have beea 
able to find, wu in 1796; that ihe first 6raftd CA4pter wu iutitatecl at Pbiladelpbia. 
A. D. 179'1, and the first f'or the northel'll atatel at Hartford, Janu&rf, 1798; ud 
that the Ant ' 6eftmJl Grtmtl CAaJJter of the United 8tate1 wu iutituted at tile eity 
of New York, 6th Jane, 1816. We iatroclaee theae faeta to shew the uablualaiDg 
eftioontery ef ro7al arch IUIOIU'J, and &o enable our readen the better to appreciaae 
the rites and otiligatiou which feDow. . -

The roem ia which a chapter meetl, il ealled the moat ~oly place. Tbe three 
princlllal ofticen of the ehapter, are the melt excellent bish prieat aCter the ercler oC 
Melehlaedek, and the excelleat kine, and the excellent ICribe. The mark maater'• 
depee il the feurth in muonry, and the ftnt in the ebapter. In it the candidate is 
required to play a very foolilh part, and then &o keep it a II8CNt under the eadt ud 
penalty. lie is cauaeCI to •wear iu the following wohls : 

" In: adliltion to my former ob6gations, I do promise and awear that I will Apport 
the eoutitution of tlie general ~d royal arch chapter ef thil 1tate, UDder whicb 
thil lodge is held, and conform to all the by-lawa, rule~, and replatio111, aC thil, or 
any other loda:e ef mark muter muons, of which I may at any time hereafter IJe. 
come a memlier. Furthermore·do I promiae. that I will· not aell, IWap, barter, or 
exehange my mark. (a) whieh I shall llereaCter ehoeM, ner 10nd it a aeeond time te · 
pledge, until it is lawfully redeemed from the ar,a. ~artbermore de I promil8 and 
awear, that I will receive a brother'• mark when otl'ered to me, requesting a favour, 
and grant him hia requelt if in m:r power ; and if i.t il not in my power to pant hil 
requeat, I will retul'll hia mark· with the valae thereof, which Ia a balf ..._.ill eiher, 
or a quarter of a dollar. To all which I do moat 10leona}y •ear, under no leu 
penalty than to have Ill¥ riglac esr 11ae1e eff, and •J ript haad ehopped oil' u an 
Impoator, if I should prove wilfully guftty or violating ~ part or this my •olemn 
oath or obligation of a mark muter muon. So help me Goa, and make me ateadfut 
to keep and perform the IUDe." . · 

The candidate for pat-muter, the NCO~ degree ef the chapter, il made a mirthfnl 
butt for all the bredafea, wlaidl. in addidoa to W. odaer oblifatiou, be is IWOI'It to 
kee_p aecret under penalty of having hia tongue aplit from tip to root-

The pen .. ty ef the moat e:uellmt muter'• depee il, " to have my breut tol'll 
open, and my heart and vitall taken from thenee and ~ to rot ea a d11111hiU, 
j( ever I violate aar pan ef ... ,., IO&eaD oadl ... oblipaoa ol a IDGit ueelleat 
..__. ....,... So llelp ..- God. Ucl mate a.e ateadfut to keep. ancl ptrform tile 
same." 

The obligation of the royal arch degree of mu61U'J eentaiu the fellowiag e~a-. 
ill addition to the former oblia:.UO.: 

" I de promilo. aQClswear. that I wiD. not _Jive the grand emniic royal arch werd, 
wbieh I •ball ~ l'tOelve, aai&bs in 1M cbapter DOl' out of it, except there be 
pretellt two cempaaie01, reyal arob IDMODI, who willa •JIIIf ..U. tJaree. 8lld thea 
by three times tl1ree under a li"ting arch, not abeve m1 breath. Furthermore, that 
I wUI not reveal the inetl'able eharieten bel.pq to tbil degree, nor retain the k&J 
to them in my po11811ion, but deatro7 it whenoYer it eoaae. &o •J lipc; tbat I 
will .ad and au,ilt a companion roJ&I arch muon, when e~ in aay difficulty, 
IIMl .. .,.._.Ilia---. 10lar u to exvieate him from the......_ il it he in my power, 
whether he be ript er Wl81lg. Alao, that I will J.WOmo&e·a eo.paaioa ro;pl ..U 
muon'• political prefermeat, Ia prefereDee to .......... or equal qualiication.'' In 
eome elaipten, the foregoias claiaM is th01 aduainiltered : " Furibermore do I pro-



lie] JlEPOil'l OP SECEDING IU80N8. 5 

mile aad awear, that I will vote for a eompaaion royal erdl muon, before any other 
of eqaal qualiicatiou." In other chaptel'lt tbit claue of the obliption is al~r 
omitted: " Furthermore do I promise and awear, that a companion ro areh 
~uon'e eecrets, given to · me in charge u ench, aad knowing him to web. 
ehaU remain u eecnre and iDviolable iD my breut, u iD bil own, fl&llrdtf' Clftd 
lrealoa 1101 ueepled." Tbe lut clauee, is eometimea varied, thus: "All the eeerets 
of a companion, without exception ;" or, " whaiiOeVer." "All which I moat eolemnly 
and aiDcerely promise and swear, with a firm and ateadfut reeolnti9n to perform the 
eame; withollt any equivocation, mental reeervation, onelf-evuioil of miDd in me 
whatsoever. BiDding myeelf under no leel penalty, than that of haviDg myakuD 
emote oft', and my braiDs expoeed to the ecorcbing rays of the eun, eboiild I ever, 
lmowiDgly or wilfully, violate or ti'IDigrellaay part of tbit my eolemn oath or 
obliption of a royal areh muon. So belp me God, and keep me eteadfut.iD the due 
perl'ormance of tbe eame."(a) 

The grand omnific royal areh word, "lortg loft but fiOIII/owu/," is JAB·BUB·L11l'f· 
Candidates are iutructed to underetaad that tbie word liglaifiee God, in three cWI'e
rent laoguagee, (i. e.) Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Syriae, and that it is the trw t11t1rd of a 

(a) Tile qplaer lllhlded to Ill lhe oath, 18 lhe- A. Jhur ~ Ia 1118 ~· 8ellc:la- to ftuDIIdJ h lathe-.....,.__, oae oCihecommlaeeobsabled lhe followi.DIIetier : 
Dua Sm, 

In compliance with. you requlllt, I take peat pl-.e in f11l'Jliahin3.' the royal arch ~er, 
"lllill • Ill it." The cypher couiBts of combiaatiou of · t ea, in varioJIII attit11dee, 
with the ~tion of a dot, or point, to each. The key il thud~ , and wbeD udentood, ------.. #-·x 

Jtem, dieleelled, it f011111 thirteen diltiDot cbarletan, thu: 
l 2 3 " 6 6 7 8 9 10 ll 12 l& 
..IUL:JDC,nr.vi\:>< 

A point plaeed within eecb, livee thirteen more, tbu: 

l 2 3 " 6 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
"tii:.!IEIE~A~VAl>< 

llakill! a totsl of twenty ..a; jut equal to die number ofleuen in tbe Enp.h alphabet. 
There ue two wa,.., at leut, of combiaia! and 111iJ1! theee cbuactMI, for tbe p11rp01e8 111 

MCI8t CQ.mJBpondence. One method, il to call the fim sign, .J a; tbe IIDl8 with a point 

d, b; 4:e. Anotber il to apply them, in their replar cow., to tbe &lilt half oftbe alphab« 

.J a; U b; and 10 on, to m; after which, repeat them with a dot, bep.U., with .:.1 a 
a.J o; a:e. to~ a. . · 

Tbe alphabet, 8ccordiq to the filllt method, ..... abal: 

abed e f .Lh i i:_k 1m n O..E....! r 1 t 
..1.:1u ~:~·L 1.:. ;~::J D at: E, ':1 nar: r..v v. 

uvwxyz. 
/\A>><< 

.Acoordin! to lbe .econd method, time: 

abed e fL .hij.klmno p..9.rst uvwxy1 
~UL~a~,nrvA>~H~~m~~Ar-VA>~ 

Application u per 1int eumple. 

I ~ thee Brother · Bou! 
a ::IFt.L V V~LL -.Jr='rtvaL~ dn;;J~! 

I am, I8I)IIICtftllly JO ... , JARVIS F. BANKS, 
lAte Irsp Prietl of WM ClttJ,_., cz..wz.a, O.W. 
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JD81011, '!'be p~~~-wold of tiM depM, bJ which a royal am. muon mabt bimlell 
kaowa to a eompaaion, is, " I AM 'I'BA'l' l AM." Tiiaa ahould a compaaioa uk a 
atraapr, "Are you a royal areb muoa 1" and the answer should be, "I.GJA that I 
am," this would be muooically an affirmative answer. ACter the oath the candi
dates are coaducted three timet around the room, and thea are C&UieCl to kaeel dowa 
and pray, and aJ.o to thank God that they are " laid.,...,...., tJflll ~ obl~ 
tiDM of ftriue tJflll laoli1leu !'' They arile 8nd travel apia. A mock repre.entauoa 
or the buroios bUlb it prel81lted to them, and a voiee ill heard uttel'iJII the word• of 
Sehovah to .Motee : " Draw not nigh hither ; _put otr thy thoee from otr thy feet, for the 
plaee where thou ttaodett it holy ground. r am the God or thy fathen, the God of 
Abraham, the God oflsaae, and the God or Jacob. ADd Molea hid hit race, for be 
wu afraid to look upon God."· The candidatet' ehoet are put otr, and dleir eyee 
are coverecl to tuit tht.! actiqa te the worde. The ecene eudtlealy ·ebiftl to the 
deetruction of Jerulalem by Nebucbadaezzar. The breaking down of the walle it !f.uw;:' by overthrowing the candidatet, amidet the din of canooa balla, feet, and 

• Another change briap them ill hood-winked, captivee on their way from 
Babyloa to Jeraaalem, to rebuild the temple. TheJ are iatroduced with the worde, 
"I tDill ktJd tAe blind Vi a tDaJ tAey how not," &e. They are conducted beneath the 
locked lwule or the compuiou, formi~ double liae, and are bidden to "ltoop 
lotD; Ae tAat l...wetA-.J Mall be ." That the hope of exaltatioa may be 
invenely meuured by the lowliaeu of the stoop, the brethren uually bear the can• 
dldate dowo prostrate upon the 4oor. • 

Tbie journey ia called the f'!l$ged 7'0tUl; and to make it iadMd eq, euitable ltUDl· 
blio,: bloeb are laid for the blioCU'oldecl ; bat u all this repreeentl the piou detiN 
or iLe Jewilh captivet in B~lou, to retarD and build the temple-of Jeruallm. 
the eaadidatet are callled three eeveral timee to kaeel and implore the di9ine 
pidanee and protection, amidet the eelf·laid daogen or the way ! They pue the 
ditrerent veill of the tabemacle, by the uee or the aame of the .AimiJhty, and by 
imitatin~, tbrough their conductor, the eigne which MC1181 wu divinely direc1ea 
to exbibtt ia the court of Pharaoh. They dieeovet the ark of the covenant, IIICl 
expoee ita pretendecl contentl, wida repeated uelamationa of •• BOLtllaa To '$& 
LOan." • 

In a brief outliDe of muonry, it it impouible to repreeent all the profanitt, of 
the royal areb chapter. The grip, the grand bailing eip, &e. are correctly detenkd 

1 ia "Light oa Muonry." · . 

ORDERS OF MASONIC KNIGHTHOOD.-ENC.AMP.MENTS. 
The encampment it the third region in the deecent to the myetical Tartarae. It 

embrace• three degree~o It bu for ita chief ofticen, a molt emiaent pod CCIID· 

mander, a generaliHimo, a captain-general, and a prelate, each with the tide of 
emiaent. The etate administration it committed to each gnmd encampment, md 
the national admiailtration, to the general grand encampment or the Umted Stafee, 
The lint mentioned grand encampment to oar knowledge, ill the United Statee, 
eonvenecl at Philadelphia, the 12th of May, A. D. 1797. A convention held at Pro
vidence, Rhode Island, Mar 5th, 1805, organized a United Statee' grand enei.mp
ment ; but the federal grana encampment wu iaetituted at the city of New York, 
in the same month and year, with the federal grand royal areb chapter, June~. 
1816. . 

The traditiou or the muonic encampment, make it come from the chivalric 
bi«hte of the cruadee ; but hiltory tracee ita origi.l,l to the city of Lyou, ia France, 
ancfto the year of oar Lord 1743. . 

The penalty of the degree or knightl of the red Cl'OII, the ftnt degree of the en-
1 eampment, it to have "my houee tom dowo, the timben thereof eet up, and I hanpd 

thereon, and when the lut tramp ehall blow, to be for everexeladecl from the eoclety 
or all true and courteoae kni~hte, ehould I ever wilfully or knowiagly violate _any 

I part of tbil my eolemn obligation, or knight of said red croll. So laelp me Godt 
· and make me steadfut to keep and ~rform the eame." 

Io the- knight templar lllld linight of Malta degreee, the candidate it put in retire-
ment for a 18810n, muonically termed tl&e elaam6er of ftjfution. He travele ia pH· 

i r;rim'• weed• three mJitic yean. He it then ewom, m additioa to hil previou obU
. gatiou, ia the followmg worde : " I will auwer and obey all duo eipe and replar ' 
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.............. which lhaD be~ ar 1e11t to Jbe fi'OIItnphlr eMtiiDJ1188DtB ofbisbta 
templan. if witbin the diataaee . of forty milea ;-aaaatal idrmideli Uli UDaYoidihle 
aceiileota ODly •caabls me. I will help, aid, IIDd lllliat with ay C0111118l, my pane, 
ud my aword, all poor aod inclipot liniaht tempiarl, &c. 10 far u truth, hOnour, 
ad juniee may wvraat. I will go the clietaaea Of forty lllilel, "eo barefoot, aad 
eo frolty gl'OIUid, to aa.e the life, aod reline the distrelael of a worthy bight. I 
wW wield myawonl in defeace ofilmoteotvirpls, deadtute widowa, helpleu orphans, 
aad tho Christian reUgioD. Biacliag mJNif Uador oo lou poaaltyf than to ha:Ye my 
bead straek ol', aod placed oo the lUshest •pire in Chrlateadoa, lhoalcl I lmo~IJ · 
er wiltully~ violate aoy part oC thil my aolemo obliptioo of a kDigbt remplar~ So 
help me God," &c; · 

Bethea •poocle three Jll1lticyears in warr.n, for" iMocenl ~ duiUvte fllitloiN, 
..,_ orpAtJrY,· _. tie CAn.tion ~" Placect at tb8 foot of auiaapv 
table, (on which a coftlu II laid, IUI'IDOIUlted widl the bible, aDd the w~le erowae41 
widl a cleath'• hea4 1111cl ~boo .. , wbile twelve tapen, repNMDtiltS die tweln 
.,... ... arrauged io the form or a ui~, liae the edP of the table,) tiM eaodidate 
il made to utinguilh one taper, for a lpre of the deMb ol. J.U.. Be thea tlrillkl 
lour liba&iODI, fon.wios the wordl of the mOlt eaaiaeot. To ~ him for the 
lrdi libadoll, he il ... t oa a ~ar'• pilgrimap. with a ..._ ebllm ooe --. aaul 
alirhted caper iD die other. He beholde the 1IICeDiioo of the Lord ia tl'alllpiii8IIC, 
Mlfbeantfleudlem: · 

" The riaiDJ God lbnaba the tomb.,. 

Saicable p-.,ea are l"eeiClftea the New T~ot. Heiltlaearetumod wdle foet 
oldie table, ad. ,..mrect to drink the fifth liblltioa, "• aa embn ef the bluer eup 
of .. ath, lro1ll wlaieh, -.ea tho Savioar of the WGrld, ~Jail ard...a 
.,...,... aad eolia...., ,.... DOt aea.ptod." Tbe pauioa eeeae el die prdea of 
Gttblamaae, il Had 6om die ~lilt; widl ~hlliilapon the worda, ... ..,.,, 
,..,.., "' '1'10. e~ ~ ,... ,. , .. lifter wlrielr. the gr.ul e-IIDcler .... me 
ertw8 ofahtno.a elmll, .,._. wiae iDtoit, aod giftl the eaodid .. w tlriak, at tiMJ 
eoeellllloa of the foUo1fi8« oblis._ repeated afaw die llllOit emiaela& OOIDibader : 

" Thil pure wino I now tab, in teatimony of my belief of the mortality of 1M 
Wy and the ilb.ortatity of die 10111. And may tllil likdoo appear .. a ~t
.... againet me, both bete llllcl hereafter; aDd, • dlelliu of the world wenrlaW 
on the head of the Saviour, 10 may all the lint committed by abe I*"R whoM 
akuU this waa, be heaped upon my head, in addition to my own, ibouJd I ever 
kno~ly or wilf'111ly mhne or traJliSrell 81ly obliptiolt, that I haw lletetofore 
tatoo, take at thil time, or lhall at aoy. fumre period ~ in relation to any 
dep-ee of muoorr, or order of lmipthOod. Se help me God.'' Thil il eaUea 
tile eealod oblipuon, boeaule it il a eeal ~ all maaonic obJisatiou, and u 
eouidered more bindi~ than aoy other epecial obliptioli. 

The eaadidate II then dubbed, and furDilhed wiih the dae pard, penitent'• 
pa111. hailiag •iga, sriJ?• aod word of a muonie templar. Tho word il Go)«otha, 
imi the graDcl Jiailing ugn of clietreu il madil, by the templar'•throwios himlelf ioto 
da6 auitudo of our Sa'fiour nailed to the erou. 

Tbo bislu of ltal&a II known by lipe aod word. of profanity,IAIIpUiiq,in.aome 
reapodl, aDf before given; they CODIIIt,pf a repreeentatioo oCtile interview botweea 
our blened Sanour aod Tbomu, after tbe reearreetion. .. Reach bitber thy 6npr • 
- behold .. , lumda," &co . 

COUNCILS. 

The oex& pvenuaeat in the fit ef lreaa8ICJIU'f, belc.w the U181DpiDIIDt, ia called 
a eeuadl. In die darknou o theM ~·Dir MDiible appi'OIW!la ia ma4e towanla 
eAGN. The lnt eoanell II tha& of tho Tn.aity; it embnoea tJaree d..-.. 

11&. Koi&lde of the Chriltian mark, and guardl of the eoaela•e. They II'Wear, ia 
._. wonli : " I will protect aDd 1Uppo1t the followen of dae Lord Je.u Chriat, 
feed them, if hungry, give them clriDk~ if thinty, if nakelf, clothe .m with aar
laf!IRI, auh ~ if iponat, U4l adaluiab thlm for their 1*· All .- I pro
milo in the oaae of th8 Father, Boo. and HolJ Ghoat, and it I perform it Dot, let 
me be~ M~ ..4AaiAana Matur~«Aa." 

They clothe cbe eaDiide&e in a wllite robe, aayiq : "He that belimttb awf eDdG-
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reth ·uto tile eDd, the same tball overtOme; aacl I will ea~~~e his iniqaidel'to pall 
from him, and he shall dweU in my pretence for enr and ever. Tab away his 
fillhy prmeata, IWl clothe bim with a ehaap of raiment; for be that overeometb, 
tho same tball be cl.tbed in whice raimellt, ·and hit' name shall be writteD ill the 
book of life, and I wi.ll eoaf'ett his aame before my Father, .and his holy angela," 
&e. His lips are tenehed by a live eoel from tbe altar., nying 1 " All tbysiaa are 
removed, and thy iaiquitieB blotted out.'' He i .. eeled in tbe forehead one of the 
144,000, "who have paned through great tribulatioo, and have wuhed their robet, 
ud made them white in tbe blood of the Lamb, which wu slain from tbe founda
lioD of the world... The oflicers of this degree, .. represent tbe AimiP.tr• both 
the Father and the Son; two an:hange&.; the llix men whom Ezekiel saw in 
Yilion, u recorded ia the ninth ehapter of his prophecies ; the recordiag angel, 
who iDICribes in the tlook of life the names of die "sealed;"- an an~el conductor, 
aud an angel guard. The candidate Npreteata a l&int, and his inibation into the 
eoadne tJae NCeption or 'a . ll&lat iato heaven, not through the merits or the 
Redeemer, but .on . aceoant of his own good works. The whole degree is blu~ 
phomy; a burle~que oa di1'ine revelation, on heavea, holiaess, and God."(a) 

2d. Kaighta of the holy sepulchre. Tbe candidates kaeel at the foot or the altar. 
Tile prelase takes the bread, and says : " Brethren, eat ye all of this bread, in love, 
tllat ye may learn to aupport each other.'' He then takes the cup, and nys: 
"Drink ye all of this cup, to ratify the vow that ye have made, and lean to euatain 
one another.'' 

3d. Tbe degree of the "holy and thrice illuatrious order ot the er011," deaominated 
die eonucil of the Trinity. The brother of thia degree, is reeommeiMied by bill 
IDCJ'et mark, to the eelllfdelaee of all thoee throughout the world, who ean truly 
ad d~~enedl1•ay, "I . .,. o OArillion." TIUs secret mark ia the initials, "I. H. 8. 
Baal Sha Lisha, I om IAe LMd." One clause or the obligalien or this degree ia, 
"I fanber swear, that ehould I know another to "fiolate ..-y eiiiOiltial part of this 
~ I will ... my m011t decided endeavours, by die bleuing of God, to 
~~riDS aueh persoD to 1he strictest aad most condign punishment, ~ably to the 
ralel aud uages of oar moat ancient frateraity ; and this, hy poiabDg him out to 
lilt world as ._ ... wordly vagabond, by oppeaing hit iatereat, by deranpag his 
hasiaeu, bl traasr.ring his character after him, wherever he may go, ancl by 
Uposing him to the C»Dtempt of the whole fiaternity, and of the world, but ef 
t1r ilJultrious order more eepecially, dariag his whol~ natural life." 'I'he penalty 
Ill this obliption- ia, " To di& the death of a traitor, lty having a"'spear tbralt 
-.o ray lett eide." Ia a third obliption of thia de,P!e• are the foUowiu~ claute~: 
" I do DOW t by the honour and power of the mark or the holy and llluetriou 
Older ol the eroee, aelemnly eweaao, that I do hereby accept of, aad will for ever 
eolllider the CI'QI8 and aarlt of this ol'der, u my ouly hOpe, that I wiD make it 
the test of faith and fellowship ; I swear to advance my brother'• best interest, 
by always .upponiag · hie military fame, and politieal preferment, in opposition to 
aay other. I swear to look oa hi8 enemies u my eaemiee, his Crienda u my r.;eods, 
llld ataod forth .... mete out teoder kindn888 er vengeance aecordingly. I swear to 
keep my bmher'• secrets, IHtth when delivered to me u such, and when the 
1at11ro of the iBformaciou is eueb, u to Nqaire secrecy for hie welfare. To all 
!his, and to eYOry part thereof, I do now, u before, solemnly, and in troth, bind 
llld obliJ:ate my aoal ; · and, alao, in d.e earthly penalties, to wit, that for the viola
tion of the leut matter or particle of any ef the heretofore obligations, I become 
the aileD& ancl mute ealtject of the displeasure of the illuatrious order, and have 
tWr power and wrath turned on my head, to my destruction and dishonor, which, 
like the nail of Jael, may be die eure end of an unworthy wreteh. To all this 
l awear." 

/ 

THE SUBLIME GB.AND LODGE OF PERFECTION. 

AteoNing to the best mapa of th~ modern .Erebvl, the lodge o{ perfection occupies 
the region beneath the profan.e eoancil of the Triuity ; bat, some place it below 
tbt chapter, and en the eame leYel with the encampment. ·No ~an can reach the 

· (a) Noble D. &roltf. 
I 
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deeper mJiteriee or muolli'J in this eouutry, without &nf becomiug a royal arcl 
muou. But, wheu this degree ia -tabu, there are differeut roada to the furthe: 
degnea. A royal arch m814)a may eater the lodge or perfeetiou, ud deMOad to tho 
inelf'able degree of " grand eleet, perfect, aud aublime muon;" or be may go inu 
the muoaie encampment, aud take the degreea or knighthood, &Del thea eater tho 
lodge or perfection. ~bia lodge eoutaiDa eleven degrees, ealled the 

INEFFABLE DEGREES OF PERFECTION. 
On the degree of" aeeret muter," whieh ia the first of the eleven ineffable degree11 

tbe obligation binda the eaudidate, " to obey the orden and deereea of the eouacil o 
.priueea or Jernaalem, under penalty or the ~aaltiea of all former-degree~." 

The obligation of "per~ct ma~ter," whicla ia the eeeond degree of the lodge o 
perfection, binds the eaud1dat.e to secrecy, under the penaltiea of all bia former obli 
ptiona, eoueluding with Amen, four times. . . 
. Tbe obligation of the degree of" mtUraate t~Untary," hfDda tbe eudidate to aecreey 
. ud obedience to the maudatee and deereea of the grand eouneil of prineu of ~ eru 
~em, under penalty of having bil bo;dY dilleeted, bowela taken o~t,-he~ cut b 
p18Cea, and die whole thrown tO the wdd beuta of the field. Ia taking tbia degree 
the eandida1e ia arrested by Hiram. king of Tyre, dragsed from the auti-ehamber 
iato the lodge room, before kiDg Solomon, and- condemned to death, for being dis 
eovered in au attitude of liateaing, to obtain the eeerets of the grand eouneil, but it 
afterwards pardoned, on condition of taking the oath oheereey. 

The obligatiou of the degree of" prtYDOit ancl jtu!.ge," eoneludes with a penalty o. 
all the peualtiea or the former degreea. 

The obligation of the degree of "ifttmdtmt o[IM buildiag," or" tnCUferiA [,.cul,' 
baa thia penalty: "To have the body severed m two, aud the bowel• takeu out;" tc 
whieh tbe candidate aaya, ..4mett. 

In the obligation of the "elected kraigAt of nint," the candidate swean tbna : " J 
do eolemnly awear, in the presence of Almighty God, that I will revenge the uaassi· 
nation of our worthy muter, Hiram Abift", not onl,r on the murderen, hut, also, on ai 

. who may betray the teerets ofthia lodge: (a) audit I violate this, my obligation, J 
eonaent to be struck with the dreadful poniard or vengeance now preaented to me 
ud to have my head eut oft", and stuek on the highest pole or pinaele, in the euten 

· part or the world, u a monument of my viUaay." Amen, four timea. 
The obligation or the" illUII'rioul eluted ofjiftea," hu thia·eoQelulioa: ... COD· 

eent aad agree, to have my body opened pe!JM!Ddieularly 6ad horizontally, ancl 
exposed to the air for eight hours, that &he flies may prey on the entrails; also 
to DaVe my h~~ eut oft", and placed OD ~ higheat pinnacle in the WOrld ; and t( 
be ready to iatiet the same penalty on all who dilel018 the eeeretl oftbia degree.'' 

The penalty of the degree of " ill111trioul higllt.," ia, " to 1aaw •Y body cut u 
·~fer•.'' 

On the degree of " ~ ma~ter arclitect," the penalty of the obligatioa ia the same 
. u the lut aboTe menuoned, "to have the body eut in quarten." 
. Ia the degree of." knight. oftAe nintA areA," the eaudidate swean to double IW 

Uliduity aud zeal, on penalty of all former obligatiou ; aad, in ease or failure, tha1 
his body may be exposed to the beasta or the foreat u a prey. "So God maintaiu 
me in my pretent obligation.'' 

In receiving the lut degree, in the lod~e of perfection, the eaudidate ia informed 
of ita utility ud importauee, &Del that it will prepare him for futurity. The J.»&DaltJ 
or this degree ia, to have the body eat open, aud the bowela tom out, ud g~ven to 
the vulturea for food. In this degree the eaudidate eaten a dee__p-vaulted eavem, 
aud brings up from theaee the triaugle of perfection, deposited by Enoeh, the teventh 
from Adam, glittering with preeiona stones, on whieh is engraved the ineft"able name 
of the Supreme Being, wAicA Ae u 8tDOm netJeT to f'epeaf, during hie oa~ life ; and 
after being ~ointed wi.th holy (masonic) oil, on the head, lips, and breast, the can
didate reeeJvea three ••gns, three guard-word•, aud three p811-worda, ud ia pro
Donneed, "g-rand dect, ~feet, anci6Ublime maaora.'' 

Deeeendilig into the pit, the masonic dominion next beneath the sublime grand 

(a) It bu beeD admiDistered '' tmlllldo hCnJr tAe IU7'$ qf _,..,. '' 
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lodgeof peii'ectiOD, aeeordiug to the Ahlman Reson of Maryltmtl, 1826, is called the 
"cOuneil of pritteu o_f Jt:r'VIiJleM." We •peak or this, u men s11orn in the prece
ding lodge, to obe;r the orders iunecl from it •. Tbe lou of death to the seceder, ill 
published in the first degree of masonry ; in the lodge or perfection, em:wtioner• 
are sworn to avenge the violation or masonic· Jaw ;. and the council or the princes 
of Jeruaalem are the aeknowledged superion, whoee Mtkf'l, perfect and sub
lime maaou are positively sworn to obey. There is method in this mado011 ; one 
spirit aoinlates the whole system. Tbe sovereign inspeetors-general cap the inverse 
climax or the masonic powers, and rule from the surface to ibe eeutre or the mys
tery. Their peculiar province· extends from the twenty-seventh to the forty-third 
degree; their dominion began, A. D. 1758; 1heir capital lies " 6eneath the canopy of 

. lh8 zenith;" and their proclamation• are addreBBOd to" both ~u." 
Besides the regular degrees or the various principalities or freemasonry. many 
~ degrees are appended to dift'erent parts or the system. We notice only two, 

, atlachea to the symbolic lodges. . 
let. "The tut degree," instituted since ~organ's death, to p)event the admission 

of bis masone into die lodges. It has a lutvre, a sign, a grip, a word, aad an oath. 
Tho word is w, that is, •ol, or the auu reversed. It wa1 Jflltituted, by tAt. flTQfiJl 
lodge of NetD YMk, A. D. 1827; oiul u millonic yroof of the ineontutible tnal and 
f1tCV1aCY of MMgan'• d*lolvru, and of tAt unim-.allmotDledge of the fact ~ 
. actitle IAaiOfll ita t111r cormtry. Masons, attending the American lodges, cannot fail 
to know the tut degree, the origin of it, and the cause of its introduction. It was 

• ealablished iu direct violation of the masonic oath, which requires the " old laful 
tJaT/u" to be obse"ed, and which positively forbids the invention or now customs. 
It is excluively maintained, in .open violation er oaths which require the brethren 

.lo hail the signs, to acknowledge the tokeu, and to respond to the words or the 
myaterr, independent or the tut, or any other newly mveuted degree. "Eetr:y 

·IICIIOft u tf1ef"!J a~here a ma.on," and bu ~ right to all die privileges or a mason; oo 
lodge or ~ lodge can disfranchise him. by adopt.i!JI bmovatiou in the body of 
mssonry. But the lodges venture to reject brethren from their door, who will not 
turn 10l into W, light into darkn011, aad truth into f-bood ; thef refuse him who 
refuses to say that Morgan was a false witneu, and, at the same &uue, they require 
lbe tut oatA and degree, solely beeaUBO Morgan was a true witn011 ; they expel him 
for uruncuonic COAdvct, who aeknowled«es the truth of Morgan, while they themselves 
acknowledge it among theJDBelves, ana, allo, their own Jiypoeriey, by inventing new 
clerieesto conceal' that truth.(a) 

2d; " The ~tCnt tlionilor," belougi~~g to master muou. It has a legend, lecture, 
pip, token, sigu, word, and oath. It is the onl1 oath which masons are sworn to 
commit to memory. The nature or the obligauon explain• this peculiarity. Tbe 
lttl'et momtor is hound in so many words, to prefer a broth11r in busin011, to assist 
him in trade, and to warn him in making a good or bad bargain, according to cir
cumstances, either by sign, or grip, or word. That be may-not plead· want or 
memory for negleet or duty, he is bound first to make that duty familiar to his 
memory, under penalty or having his heart pierced with the arrOW or an enemy. 
Tho legend of the degree, is the interview between David and Jonathan, when 
Jonathan, with a lad, discovered to David, by the 4igbt of his arrow, that he 
most escape for his liCe, from the hand or Saul. " But the lad knew not any 
thing; only :Jonathan and David understood the matter." Tbe brethren represent 
Jonathan and David, the Wliuitiated represent the 'lad; the former use the~ seeret 
tokens, and the la~r regard it only u an ordini!JY transaction; the .uninitiated 
knotc not any tAitt.g, ooly tAe bret~rm 1mdmtancl t~ matter. 

There are other degrees on which your Commattee have not reported, and 
other points, . ~. em~raced in the resolution by which they are governed, par
ticularly in relation to the tendency or the masonic inetitution, to subvert justice, 
conceal crime, c'Ontamioate the morals or ..society, and undermine the foundation 
of a free government, which are duly appreciated ; b'lit the limited space Jaecea· 
•arily usigned to a report, forbids our further pursuing the subject. 

{a) In conferriD, this dOl'" upoa OJ18o( the Committee, the muterol~Mved: "u...., 
Ileal oar keys, we mut put Oil llOW locks.~· 
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Ill coa~ tbiJ report, we .W ao appeal for the truth o( the' dildoearee. We 
tpeak wlat we laaow, and teatiCy wbat we liave aeea and heard, ud our own haudl 
hudled. We with DOt to ueite, but to warn. aet to wound, bat to beal the public 
JDiDd with immutable tnath. We are not prompted by feeliDp of unkiodn .. towm 
aay brother mMOO, or by aay politieal or penoaal motive, ia ~eeediut from muoary, 
but only by a aineere n~~ant for tbe riaiJ11 geaeratioa, for our wbcile eoiiDtry, a 
for poaterity. Wbat ia there in masoll1'1 for wbieh we abould adhere to it 7 Its fol'lll 
aad character, its doetriaea aad uaages, ita oripn aad praetieea, eoaapire te make ~ 
UDipeakably odioua to a virtao• miad, and ~ua to aay pvenaaeat. 

We aaticipate freaa adheriag muoua, tbe eiape eb~ of preeeatiog to the public 
only 1M dejiirtllitiu.offreemuoory. Ita gaudy virtu-.Jts trumpeted 1111111, ita h:rpo· 
critical prayen, aad ita bnve preteuaioua, deceive maay ; they have deceived 111. 

We expoae the h~te. No law requirell 01 to rebeane the feata of valour aad tbt 
e~~eriAc:ea of patrtotiam, wbieh a cleteeted traitor voletarily e:Uibita, to eover hil 
treuonable deaigna. We simply atate the time, place, alld cireumataac:ea of biJ 
treasoa. We preciaely ltate the degree, 1>_4)int, act, aDd words, ia which freemasonry 
otl'enda apinllt ita prOfened character. The public may judge whether it il a grand 

·imposture. . 
We are bo1Uld to the .community by the uaual tiea o( property ud kiadred, ebB. 

dren aad frieada. Some of our deareat relativea yet adbei'e to freemuollrJ. We 
meao them ao harm. We know that aa face aaawen to face ia a glua, so doe1 
this brier outliDe to the principal features of freemuonry. They-CUJDot deay it. IJ 
here is the emalle~~t variation from their eoneeptiooe of truth, dley know dlat tbs 
variaDoll ariaee from the oatve of the subject. imd aot from buty er wilfully eno-
11110111 atatemeots on our part. They mut admit, that earefal atudy is oa our lide, 
while too liUle eolllideratioa is with them. 

B)' this aummary of the order, we with to reaeae others from the eame 1Al81'e, in 
whiCh we ineooaideratel~ fell. We refuae, howevv lmmble we may be, to act 11 

decoy-doves, to entice the young men of our couatry into the net of freemaaoDI'f· 
We cBDilOt CODlle&t to hover aad Iutter, in attempting to eeeape from.maaooK 
thraldom, aacl to return for ever to the ground, helcl bJ tlie tow-Ji ne of this mJ~te~J 
of abomiaatioua. We break away, we bunt our tiel. not unminclftd of boliilesa, 
bu' with au apward light, and aa eye bed oa heavn. We honaltly received free. 
DltiiODI')', a counterfeit; we aubmit to tlae loa; we Deither retaia it, oor put it; ba1 
haviac !ally detected it. we eheck it on the face. we aeamp it on the wall, imd we aail 
it to the counter; for even now it ebeats many. We were deceived by Calle promisee. 
rei,wated ill volumee, aad aupported by great aamee. Ow nlimea ..._ Jet ours. 81111 
we erue them froa the guarruty of freemuonry. 
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UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. Tl&acher, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, nported 01 follow: 

The Committee appointed to "consider the nature and spirit of anti-masonry, 
from the disclosures of Professor Robison and the Abbe Barruel, to the present 
time; the arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution; and the 
means resorted to by the fraternity to suppress mquiry into the principles, nature, 
and tendency of the order;" ask leave respectfully to present the following Report: 

The resolution preferred for consideration to your Committee, supposes that ANTI
IIASONB.Y has bad an existence for more than thirty years. This supposition, your 
Committee believe to be founded in truth and on 8ubstantial evidence. Although 
tbe fraternity have endeavoured to impress upon the public mind, that this is merely 
an ephemeral excitement, the creature of a party, and created for the" sole purpose 
or accomplishing particular political objects; yet, it is easy to prove, that the seeds 
of oppo111tion to ~ secret societies, were sown, both in this country and in Europe, 
long before the Batavian martyr assumed the pen, to reveal the secr'ts of the order. 
Indeed, if we go back to the time when these seeds first began to germinate ~nd take 
root, we shall arrive at the year 1730, about thirteen yea:rs after the association of 
speculative masonry was first organized, when Samuel Prichard fully disclos'ed the 
iecrets of the fraternity. .A't this time, the institution was in its incipient state; one 
simple oath covered the whole of its mysteries; and no one supposed that an organ
ization, apparently so insignificant and llllwortby of notice, was ever to become so 
extensive and powerful as to revolutionize kingdoms, cause the most potent monarchs 
to tremble upon their thrones, and even to defy" the tJXYrld in a'T1118." The revela
tion of Prichard accordingly excited but little interest, although the fraternity, if we 
may believe the masons themselves, were sufficiently sensitive, and sufficiently faith• 
ful to masonic bond, to take the life of its unhappy author. · 

Some years later than this, and when considerable additions bad been made to the 
rites of freemasonry, appeared another revelation of its secrets, under the Wllll known 
title of "Tachin and Boaz." The author of this work also, as well as the one who 
republished it in this country, it bas generally been admitted by masons, paid the for
iett of his life, for his temer1ty in transgressing masonic law. 

In consequence of these disclosures, the order and rites o.f freemasonry wereJor a 
time considered contemptible. Youn~ lads frequently appeared in tbe 'streets of 
London, clad in aprons, and adorned w1th pebles, in mimicry of a class of men, whom 
they considered supremely ridiculous. By the cunning and falsehood of the craft, 
however, they succeeded in laughing io scorn these faithful revelations; and by high 
pretensions and artful management, led a portion of the world to believe, that' their 
msti~ution waf! very ~cient, scientific, m?ral, charitable,, divine, and religious,; pa
tromzed by all the patnareb·s, prophets, w1se men, and sBJnts, of old ; and that 1t bas 
conferred greater blessings upon mankind than any other institution on earth, not 
even excepting the ehtistian religion. The principles of the order bad ~en trans
planted into !<'ranee, Germany, and other kingdoms of Europe, and bad begun to 
take a deep and extensive root even in America. From the commencement of the 
French revolution, however, some bad the sagacity to discern that this deluge of hu
man blood, and the subsequent anarchy of tha't nation, resulted, not so much from 
tbe true spirit of national liberty, as from the principles of infidelity extensively pro
pagated in every country of Europe, by means of secret associations. It was seen 
that d~sts and atheists availed themselves of the secrets of freemasonry, to dissemi
nate their pernicious doctrines, for the express purpose of revolutionizing every reli
gion and government, then in existence. 

Among those who discovered the deleterious in1luence of Auch frinciples, and 
watched with solicitude these secret operations, were the Abbe Barrne and Professor 

E. 
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Robison ; both of whom were freemasons ; and, particularly Professor Robison bad 
opportunity to become extensively acquainted with the secrets of the craft. They 
perceived, t}lat if freemasonry was not origin~lly intentkd to answer the basest de
signs, and to carry into operation the most pernicious system of means for the sub
version of civil aqd religious rights, it was exactly fitted for the use of infidels and 
demagogues, and was never calculated to exert any salutary in.ftuence upon mankind. 
Professor Robison, speaking of those baleful pnneiples, which were disseminated 
under covert of the lodge, says, "I have observed these doctrines gradually diffusing 
nod mixing with all the dift'erent systems of freemasonry, till at last, AN ASSOCIA
'riOl'f HAS BEEN FORMED, for the express purpose of ROOTING OUT ALL THE 1\ELI
OIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS,· AND OVERTURNING ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF 
EUROPE." "In short," says he, "we may assert with confidence, that the mason 
lodges in France were the hot-beds where the seeds were sown, and tenderly reared, 
of all the pernicious doctrines which soon choked every moral or religious cultiva
tion, and have made the aociety worse than a waste, have made it a noisome marsh 
of human corruption, filled with every rank and poisonous weed." 

These views of the masonic institution, as givmg rise to the doctrines of the illu
minati, induced Dr. Robison and the Abbe Barruel to prepare and publish their 
dift'erent works, which opened the ·eyes of many to existing evils and dangen, and 
produced coosiderable alarm both in Europe and America. In 1798, or 1799, the 
British parliament passed an act, prohibiting any more than three tkgreu of masonry j 

being conferred ia any lodge in the kingdom ; and subsequently, provided by statute 
against the administration of extra-judicial oaths. · , 

When Robison and Barruel begar. to be read in this country, many intelli~ent men, 
both civilians and divines, were awakened to impending danger, filled wtth fearful 
apprehensions in view of the rapid growth of freemasonry, and sounded the note of j 

alarm both from the pulpit and the forum. But the masonic fraternity were excited 1 

~ wrath, and resorted, without delay, to slander and calumny. They followed the 
example of the iUuminees in France and .Germany, who appointed alantkring com
mittee~ throughout those countries, forest<4led the freedom of the press, and vilified 
the character of every one who presumed to open his mouth, in vindication of the I 
.true principles of moral and political philosophy. , 

Although Professor Robison sustained as fair and exalted a character as any other 
literary man in Europe, it was not to remain unimpeached by members of the ma
sonic fraternity; The following, among other gross slanders, were originated among , 
freemasons, and industriously·circulated in different sections of the United States, 
after the Professor's publication made its appearance in America. In a paper 
printed at Hartford, September 26, 1799, we are told, "that Robison had lived too 
fast for his income, aud to supply deficiencies, had undertaken to alter. a bank bill: I 
that he was detected, and fled to France; that having been expelled the lodge in 
Edinburgh, he applied in France for . the second grade, but was refused; that he · 
made the same attempt in Germany, and afterwards in Russia, but never succeeded ; , 
and from this, entertained the bitterest hatred to masonry; that after wandering ' 
about E u.rope for two years, by writing to Secretary Dundas, and presenti.Pg a copy . 
of his book, which, it was judged, would answer certain purposes of the ministry, · 
the prosecutiGD against him was stopped, the Professor returned in triumph to his · 
country, and now lives upon a handsome pension, instead of suffering the fate of his 
predecessor, Dodd." Iu another paper, Dr. Robison was represeated as "a man j 
distinguished by an abject dependence upon a party, by the base crimes of forgery 
and adultery, and by frequent paroxysms of insanity." These, and other falsehoods 1 

of a similar nature, were copied into Boston papers, and other periodicals of the day 
nod have been reiterated from time to time ever since. The grand lodge of Massa: 1 

chusetts, in a cool and deliberate address to the President of the United States 
whicb ther published in their" book of coQstitutions," did not hesitate to throw ou~ ' 
the basest IUsinuation~ against the Professor's character. 1 

. But those who propagate slander, are not always wise for themselves. Creden
tials of the highest authority, obtairred from Europe, by Dr. Dwight, Dr. Tappan, 1 

Dr. Pearson, Dr. Morse, and others, proved the Professor's character t" be without 1 

blemish, and that he wv had in honour and good fellowship with maiiOI!II, till his book 
appeared before the pulftic. So that even on the Pround which mas.ons have taken 
themselves, and the statements they have made wtth resp~ tq the Professor's cha-
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aeter, the publication of his hook was, in their mhid, a ~ater offence against their 
astitution, than even forgery and adultery! "Rev. Dr. Erskine, whose character 
1 generally known and respected in America, and wbo was a neighbour to Dr. Ro
·ison, speaking of the forementioned criminations of the Dr's. character, whicla 
tave been circulated in America, says, • Had they be_en sent to Edinburgh for their 
'ALP ABLE FALSEHOOD, they WOUld have been delpiBed and dttuted.'" "Mr. J. 
Valker, a respectable inhabitant of Great Britain, referring to the exalted character 
te t1ad given of Dr. Robison, aays, • Nor is this the exaggeJBted praise of a friend; 
.o one who knows Mr. Robison as I have known him, and he is almost universally 
:nown in Britain, will dare to call it in question.'" Another" of the most respect~ 
.ble literary characters which Scotland has produced," says that, " Ptofessol\ Robi
on's character is so well established among those who know him best, that it would 
•e ri<.i.iculous in Edinburgh, to call in question his veracity or ability." 

In the year 1798, a learned, discreet, and judicious Professor in Yale College, 
1repared an abstract from the works of Barruel, which he offered for publication in 
he" Connecticut Courant," printed at Hartford. The Professor succeeded in hav
og eight oC his numbers inserted, and then the columns of that distinguished paper 
'ere closed apinst him, through masonic inftuence. Subsequent numbers were 
orwarded to Boston, and published in the "American Mercury." . 
In 1798, Rev. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, Mass. preached and published a sermon, 

n which he pointed out the dangers of illuminism, the rapid and powerful inftuenco 
.vhich it was obtaining in this count17., and the importance of the American people 
1pening their eyes to impending evils. In this sermon, with notes subjoined, he 
recommended the extensive circulation, and general perusal, of Robison's " Proofs 
1£ a Con8piracy." This gave great umbrage to the freemasons in Massachusetts, 
aud elsewhere, and the Dr. against whom, a syllable of reproach had not before been 
attered, was now to be pursued with calumny and abuse, till he should find rest in 
the grave. · . 

Among those who entered the field of controversy, in opposition to Dr. Morse, was 
Josiah Bartlett, then grand master of the grand lodge of Massachusetts. He pub
lished several numbers in the American Mercury, of 1798, impeaching the matives of 
Dr. Morse, and spurning, rather than attempting to refute, his arguments. TJlis 
drew from Dr. Morse, and others, a series of numbers, in the same paper, of the -.me 
year, replete with good sense, cool and deliberate, and calculated to convince aay 
candid and judicious man, not prepossessed io favour or the masonic institutioa, or 
1backled with masonic oaths. One or the distinguished gentlemen of that daf, who ' 
deeply interested th~selves for the welfare of our country, in relation to this sub
ject, was the late Hon. Samuel Dexter, of Boston. He wrote an able, lucid, and 
ingenious article, for insertion in the Mercury, in-answer to Mr. Bartlett, but the 
piece was excluded from tbe columns, through the interference and solicitatien of 
lfr. Bartlett himself. This able document has recently been discovered among the • 
lapers of the late Dr. Morse, and bas since been published. 

This controversy continued Cor a considerable len,gth of time, and the members 'I 
:he masonic fraternity were far from withholding any abuse or calumny against either 
'riend or foe, who espoused the cause of anti-masonry. 

A writer in the" Mercury," of September 14, 1798, says, "Dr. Morse baa been 
:ensured as being unfriendly to masonry. The ire of the fraternity bas been excited 
lf.linst him, and has prevented that candid perusal of his writings which they de
lei'Ved." 

Another writer in the same paper, December 7, 1798, justly argues, "that the 
:ensitiveness of freemasonry, and their spleen against Robison, Barruel, and Dr. 
ll.orse, are calculated to create suspicion. Why should they be so determined to 
lltinguish the light which is shed upon this subject, liDless they considered the ma-
IODic institution as having an iptQI1ate conpexion with illuminism." · 

Another writer of the same year, and same fjriodical, in vindication of freema
IOIIry, tni'Dll into ridicule the whole account o Robison, Barruel, and others, and 
'Presents the illuminati as genuine pkilosophiltl. 
L:'ho author of the celebrated "Worcester charge," so called, who was no less than 
~!ate Dr. Bentley, of Salem, Mass. about this time made an elaborate attempt to 
"""icate the ckaracter and fD97'kl of 4d!lm Weiskaupt1 11f a brother mason ! In this 
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e11ay, published likewile in the Mercury, be speaks of Weishaupt's important wri· 
tiJl«s, as the boalt ofhil age and c&untry! 

This cursory view of the subject convinces your Committee, that anti-masonry 
was fairly in the field, more than thirty years since, and driven out by the same sys
tem of means which was pursued in France, before the revolution, and which has 
been universally pursued in this country, ever since the "Morgan excitement.'' 
'.rhey made the same attempt. to muzzle tht prus there, that they do now ; and as no 
seceder has ever esca~d slander and abuse, so, those who enlisted on the side of 
truth, and the equal r1ghts and best interests of our country, more than thirty years 
ago, were treated in the same manner. The same spirit existed in the masonic fra
ternity at that day, which recently prevailed in the very "cradle of liberty," tram
pled upon all Ia w, resisted the officers of police, disregarded every· degree of decency 
and order, and succeeded effectually in suppressing for a little season, what, the most 
of all things, they both hate and dread, THE DIFFUSION OF LIGHT ! 

Your Committee also find, that the spirit of anti-masonry has never attached itself 
to any particular sect or party ; that it nas embraced the whole scieftce of moral and 
political philosophy, and never been either designed or calculated to foster any poli
tical faction; but that its great object has been, to secure the equtl rights of our 
common country, and guard aU our civil and religious privileges, against the powea· 
and inlluence. or ~ecret ti8U1'pation. 

In relation to the arguments used by freemasons in support of the institution, as 
alluded to in the resolution, your Committee have not yet been able to find that they 
have ever wed any! Freemasons have, indeed, attempted a show of argumentation, 
but it has been merely to vociferate that their institution is ancient, divine, moral, 
3dentijic, and charitable ; that · all the saints of old were their patrons; and that 
Wash10gton and Franklin, and all the ~reat and wise men of the world, have been 
members of their institution. Indeed, yo&r committee have reason to believe that " the 
argument. used by freemasons in support of their institution," have generally' been 
like those used b;v the " craftsmen" of old, when they " cried out, for the space of 
two hours, great u Di!zna of the Ephesians!" 

In view of these facts, and many more, which could not be embodied in a single 
report, your committee have come to the conclusion, that anti-masonry bas been the 
same in spirit and principle, from the first disclosures of professor Robison and the 
Abbe Barruel, to the present time ; ·and that one principal mode of masonic warfare, 
and the most efficient means, adopted by the mason1c -fraternity, to suppress the 
work of investigation, has been a thoroughly organized system of slander and 
calumny. · 
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. Seward, from the Committee mrt hereafter mentioned, reported at follow: 

The Committee to whom it waa referred to make aeoncile report of the progreu 
and present state of Anti-Muoary throughout the United States, most respectfully 
aubmit the following Report: 

That the abduction of William MoiJan called forth the lint ~teneral expression or 
popular opinion against teeret sociebes. That event took place at Batavia, ia the 
county of Genesee,"' the state of.N• York, on the 11th day of September, 1826; 
just four yean before the seuioa of this lint National Anti-Masonic Convention. A 
considerable period elapsed, before the people in the immediate vicinity of that out
rage, became sensible of the fact, that freemasonry had commanded and jnatified the 
high-handed conspiracy; and a still longer period elapsed, before the iniquitous oaths 
and obligations of the order became generally known. But finding themselves at 
length unable to ferret out the co01piraton, and becoming at length acquainted with 
the alarming principles, in accordance with which their fellow citizen had been be
reft of liberty and life ; a determination was made by the people, in a few of the 
towna in the countie• of Genesee, Monroe, and Niagara, by the exereile of the 
right of snJf'rage, to eJrect the abolition of the institution in whose name and service 
the daring deed was committed. In the spring of 1827, a few seatteriag demonatra
tion& or this determiaation were made at the town meetings. In the fall or 1827, the 
question was for the lint time brought diltinctly and with concert to the polls, in the 
countie• of Genesee, Monroe, Living1ton, Orle&DB, and Niagara, in eacn of which 
counties the anti-masonic ticket prevailed, and the territoiJ including them, became 
thenceforth known in masonic language as the "infected diatrict." 

In the aummer of 1828, a convention of 1ec~ masona wu held at Le Roy, in 
the county of Genesee, by whom the truth of the revelations of freemasonry made by 
Morgan were affirmed, and a further revelation was made of many of the higher 
degrees. 

In the fall of 1828, the memorable preaidential canvau absorbed alm01t the entire 
public attention, without the limite of the counties above mentioned and the counties 
adjacent. Nevertheleu anti-muonry, in defiance of, and in oppoeition to both of the 
political parties, depoaited in the ballot boxes 33,000 vote•· 

In the month of February 1829, a atate convention was held 't Albany, in which 
forty-two counties were repre~ented, and by which this lint national convention was 
recommended. AI yet, neither of the political parties had openly declared itself in 
opp01ition to anti-muonry, and in many part& or the 1tate, both had vied in care~~
iog it. No sooner had the convention adjourned, than thil aJrected complacency 
waa turned to bitter hate ; the preeent incumbent of the executive chair aa1umed the 
dutiel of hil office with a philippic agaiut anti-muonry; that 1ame anti-masonry 
which, when a judge, be had from the bench declared to be " a bleued spirit," and 
which he described as the aame spirit which had called this nation into exiltence, and 
wu a pledge that O!lr rigbta and liberties are deatined (0 endure. From that period, 
the in4uence and pa&Jonage of the general and 1tate governmentl have been directed 
with all their force against anti-muonry. With few exceptioDB, the leading politi
cians or all panies, united to auppretl the rising spirit of inquiry, and the force ol tho 
pre~~ wu tllu brought, foronce, by-the nnioo oCitl heretofore di~eordant conducton, 
Into active opposition to anti-muonry. A concerted and limnltaneous attempt.wu 
made to 1tigmatile ita 1Upporten, and milrepresent ita &UCCOIIOB. Pretend~ v•cte
riea over the daring intruder were ,.ported to have been gained where no battles had 
been fought, and fabricated renunciations of anti-maaenry were every where pnb
lilhed, and itl dying agonies were re-eehood in all the masonic papen tbrour;hout 
the ltate. While to tile honour of the anti-maaODI or the ltate of New York, it il 
tated, that in dlie, the mOlt severe period of trial, they remained lrD• to tlteir ea~~~e ; 
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it must be conceded, a very great eft'eet was prod~ced by these syst~matic efforts of 
freemasonry, iu those parts of the state where anti-masonry had neither papers nor 
advocates to support and defend it. ~evert~eleSf!• the election o~ 1~29, sbowed that 
anti-masonry had taken too deep root Ill the mtelligence and patnob8m of the pepple; 
to be uprooted by the blasts Qf masonic or political calumny ~d denuneiatio!l •. "The 
Hon. Albert H. Traer was elected to the senate in the 8th d11trict, by a maJOrity of 
about 8000. votes; thirty anti-D;taaonie mem~?ers we~ return~ to the bouse of aa
se~pbl;v, and anti-masonry rece1ved the glortous testmaony of 67,000 votes. The 
counties of Erie, Niagara, Orleans, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Allegany, Catta· 
raugus, Chautauqua, Steuben, Ontario, Wayne, Yates, Seneea, and Washington, 
·were redeemed from the thraldom of freemasonry, and the borders of the " infected 
district" were extended, from the Niagara river on the west to the Cayuga lake on 
the east, and from lake Ontario on the north to Pennsylvania on the south. 

A state convention was held in February, 1830, in which forty-six counties were 
represented ; the town meetings held in the sprin~, exhibited a great increase of spirit 
in behalf of the cause, and an astonishing acceu1on of strength. The struggle in the 
state of New York has been severe, but always and every where the gain has been 
in favour of anti-masonry, and the day is not distant when that great state will add 
to the glory achieved by her great works of internal improvement, that of emancipa
tion from the thraldom of secret societies; and though the waters of the Niagara may 
not wipe from her escutcheon the stain of the blood shed by masonic violence, she 
baa already added to its glories, that of having been the first in the great work of 
abolishing sec~et societies. · 

So early as in 1827, the subject of the masonic outrages in the state of New York, 
was spoken of in Pennsylvania; and such was the impression made in that. year, upon 
the minds of some public spirited individuals in the western part of that state, that 
an efl"ort was made to establish a paper, intended to publish the Morgan aft'air, and 
expose the principles of freemasonry. This attempt was abandoned, owing to the 
difficulties and obstacles which presented themselves among a people, having yet no 
knowledge of masonic obligations, and having witnessed no practical demonstration 
of masonic vioUmce. · ' 

The friends, however, of truth and equal ri~hts, were not easily to be deterred ; 
but procured from New York, documents detailing the conduct of the fraternity, and 
the revelation of its principles in that state. Some time afterwards, pap«~rs in sev
eral counties commenced the publication of the illustrations of masonry. The cause 
gradually gained friends in several counties, until au attempt at organization was 
made in Jun,e, 1829; twelve counties only appeared in the state convention, which 
put in nomination a candidate for the office of governor; the election took place in 
October following, and equally to the ~tonishnient of its friends and the dismay of 
its opponents, anti-masonry polled for Joseph Ritner, its candidate for govemor, 
52,000 votes. This contest terminated in the election of Mr. Wolf, a freemaaon, to 
\lie office of governor ; but ~at result was aac_ribed b1 m~y intelligent men! t~ ~o 
want of a general understaudmg among the fnends o anti-masonry. Certam at 11, 
that the party was not then organized throughout the state, and in many counties, it 
ie said, that it was not generally known that there was any opposition to Mr. Wolf; 
an ignorance which may well be considered probable, without reftecting upon the 
intelligence of the people, if we take into consideration the especial guardianship 
which freemasonry assumes over the preas. Under these circumstances, the vote 
received by Mr. Ritner was a cheering result, and augurs a speedy victory. In 
October, 1829, the Hon. Harmar Denny was elected a member of congress from 
the Pitteburg district, in opposition to the concentrated energy of the fraternity, by a 
m~ority of upwards ofl100 votes. In the month of February, 1830, the first gene· 
ralltate convention was beld at Harrisburgh. Measures, the committee are assUred, 
wore at that time adopted, for a general and efficient organization, and for dift'using 
information among the peodle ; and so rapid baa been the progress of anti-masonry 
throughout this enlightene and powerful state, that it is believed abe will, at tho 
coming oleetion, exhibit a deeided maJority against secret societies. · 

In Vermont, anti-masonry became m a small portion of the state a subject of con
versation, in 1827. Town meetings were held in March, 1828, in the counties of 
Orange aad Caledonia, and a state convention assembled at Montpelier in August, 
\829; that coavootion put in nomination a candidate for governor, who declined tho 
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favour of the party ; n~vertheless, anti-muonry gave 7300 anti-muoDic votes. A 
.eeond 1tate convention· has been reeendy held, and the retunu now received, bring 
the gratifying information of an increase probably of not leu than fif~ per eent. in 
the vote of anti-muottry. The committee cannot omit to mention thell' ~h seuse, 
of the uncompromising finnneu and pei'I8Veranee of the friend. of equal ngltts and 
anti-muonry, exhibited in this patriotic ltate, on many oeeuioos, and particularly 
in the lint eleetioll of General Cahoone, one year Iince, a member of <;Jon~ from 
the fifth conp-eesional district, after a canvaa of IeVen ballotings, and his subsequent 
re~leetion to the same trult, on the firlt ballot. 

Anti-muonry appeared in the territory of Michigall in the summer of 1828. The 
lint territorial convention was held in February, 1829. From this period anti-ma
sonry hu been advancing in most of the pellinsnlar connties. The county of W uh
tenaw bas a majority of anti-muons. It is probable 'that the same may be said in 
truth, of Wayne, Oakland, and Lenawee. Monroe, Macomb, and St. Clair, con
tain a respectable nnmber of anti-muons. The connties on the St. Joseph's aad 
Kalawazoo riven, on the western •ide of the pellinsula, likewise alf'ord a considera
ble anti-masollic population. The state of anti-muonry in the upper counties is 
unknown to the committee. Michigan is now represented in congress, by the Hon. 
John Biddle, nominated by the anti-muons at their territorial convention. 

In the state of Massaehusetts, the investigation of freemuonry wu lint commen
ced in the eonnty of Bristol, about two yean since, by some intelligent and patriotic 
individuals. In that connty the progress of information wu neb, that at the last 
April election, the delegation to the senate of the state was wholly anti-muollie, and 
elected expresaly on anti-maaoDic principles. ae Boaton Free Press, a finn and 
vigorous. supporter of the cause, wu establiahed about two and a half yean •inee. 
The firlt public anti-muollic meeting in that city, wu held on the 27th of ADgUit, 
1829, at which time the SuJf'olk committee were chosen. The valuable researches 
ud investigationa of that committee are extensively known to the public. Since 
that meeting, the cause has progressed with a rapidity unparalleled in any other 
great city, and Fanellil Hall hu again, u in olden time, resonnded the aeebrmationa • 
of liberty. No election hu, as your committee believe, been had in the county of 
SuJf'olk, in which the strength of anti-masonry baa been tried. Several towns io 
this state at the last spring 4!lection, returned anti-muollie members to the legisla
ture. A spirit of finnneu and unanimity pervades the anti-masonic party thrOugh
out the state, and give• promile, that the state lint so throw oft' Britilh tyranny, will 
not be among the lut to break the dominion of secret societies. 

The spark of anti-masonry, which feU in the state of New Jeney, in 1827, but lit 
up the 4ame of opposition to secret societies. Your committee are 1atiaJied that that 
patriotic 4ame has not been extinguilhed. The iaformation reeoived by the com
mittee, warrantl the belief, that the work of anti-masonic reform will be rapid and 
complete in that atate, inferior to none io the union for patriotilm and valour. 

No general public effort was made in relation to this nbject in the 1tate of Con
necticut, u your committee understand, until the latter part of the year 1828. A 
state conYention 1f&a held in the year 1829, and an o'lanization wu eft'ected in 
many of tho conn tie~ of that state. The lint demonstrauoo at the poDs, was mado 
in 1830, when &be anti-masonic senatorial candidates received 6000 vote.. beiDg 
about oae fourth of the aggregate of senatorial votes in the •tate. Six anti-masonic 
senators were elected, and about one fourth of the house of representative~ in this 
1tate are aati-muonic, and the ltate exhilltted every where a dep of harmony and 
finnneu of purpot10, which augur the best results. The commtttee cannot refraio 
from atating, u highl7 honourable to the intelligence of Connecticut, that anti-ma
sonry has advanced m tbil Btru~le, &bns rapidly and 6rm~ with the aid of, at no 
time but two, and most of the tune but one free press, while twenty~ipt pre110a 
are arra:yed against it. · 

In Ohio, the 6rat ap~ce of anti-masonry at the poU., was at the general elec
tion io October, 1829, at which time, without any general system oC organization, 
several candidates were put in nomination, and elected altogether on anti-mUGDie 
principlea. It hu, as yet, prevailed moltly in the northern partl of the state : there 
are anti-muoDic lresaea io the connties of Adams, KnoX:, TU~Car&was, Harrison, 
Wayne, Richl&D , Huron, Portage, Geauga, and Alhtabula; and a lew otbor 
pre1101 are b.ow1l, oecuio.ully, to admit aati-IDIIODic 111ides· 
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lA the counties of Trumbull, Cuyahoga, Medina, Loraine, Seneca, s ·anduaky, 
Wayne, Stark, Columbiana, JeJrerson, Holmes, aud Atheos, the subject of anti
muolll'f hu been coosiderably agitated, and the committee are well assured that 
anti-masonry hu the strength of 40,000 of the freemen of this new, and emulous, and 
enterprising state. . 

lA Rhode Island the question was never agitated until during the latter part of the 
last year. A pl'888 hu been established, a state convention held, and an organiza
tion adopted. lA no part of the union has there been more commendable zeal and 
.firmness displayed by anti-muons, than in this island state, which is represented as 
havint; been peculfarly favoured by the protecting care oCCreem~nry. 

In the 1tate of M":17land, and in the state of Delaware, respectively, public opinion 
is forming on this subject. Anti-muonry hu found there, as every wllere, a recep
tion in the heartl of men of patriotilm and philanthropy. In the . distant state of 
Alabama, it hu kindled a flame which burna brightly, and with steadlly increuing 
splendour. lA Indiana the cause is destined, from present indicatioos, soon to be
come an object of paramount regard. 

From most of the other states and territories, your committee have no certain in
formation ; but it is evident that anti-muolli'J hu every where throughout the union, 
the heartland hopes of many f;ood and true men. All past experience warrants the 
belief, that another year will Witness a development of the principles of anti-muonry 
in every state and territory in the union ; and all put experience proves, that eo fast 
u that development is made, just so rapidly freemuonry, with its unlawful oaths, 
its tParmingpnnciples, and bluphemoua rites and ceremonies falls before it, and pub
lic opinion ft~w! theaceforth in tho " natural and healthful chanael" of opposition to 
all aocret IOCIOUOI• 



UNITEO STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. EllmakeT, from the Committee tltXf kt:rw.fter mentioned, repomd a1 follow: 

The Committee appointed on the subject of nominating candidates for the offices 
of president and vice-president of the United States, to be supported by the anti-ma
sonic part)' at the next election, report : 

The pnncipal object of masonry in the United States for many years, bas been 
the acquisition of political power. This fact cannot have escaped the observation 
of any one conversant with the J!Olitical movements, and appoinnnents to office, in the 
various parts of our union. It 11 also abundandy proved by the direct testimony of 
numerous .masons of the highest respectability, and greatest experience, who have 
seceded from the institution, and of some who continue to adllere to it. But all 
doubt on the subject is banished by the oadll of one or more degrees of the order, 
whose manifett design and tendency are, to produce a preference of maaons, in 
appoinnnents and elections to office. • 

The result is, that although the members of the institution do not form, probably, 
more than one tenth of the voters in the United States, they hold about two-thirds of 
the offices of trust, profit, and honour, in the- general and state governments. -

If masonry be thus fortified , behind the political patronage and power of the 
~overnment, where is it to be sought and attacked by those who desJre to destroy 
Ita baneful inftuence on morality an(l religion, and its us~ation of the rights and 
privileges of the people? It is to be sour;ht where alone 1t is to be found,-in its 
mtrenchments. Anti-masonry, therefore, IS necessarily political. , 

It is by the hope of advantage, and the expectation of office and undue inJluence, 
that the young and the ambitious are drawn into the toils of masonry. Blast this 
hope, destroy this expectation, and the institution dies. . 

If these views are correct, it is evident that anti-masoqry cannot stop in mid
course, and confine its operatiolll! to the state governments'; and that its reforming 
spirit must be extended to the government of the union; .and especially to its execu
tive branch. The exertions of the masonic institution, as manifested by the proJect 
at the capitol, .in March, 1822, to organize a general grand lodge" of the Un1ted 
States, have long been directed to the acquisition of the entire control ofthe exten
sive patronage of the federal government. The project of organizing that central 
power, may be for the present moment suspended. It was defeated at the time by 
the state grand lodges, from their jealousy of a superior power ; but it will never be 
finally abandoned while masonry exists. If it shall ever lHI executed, the Committee 
need not say, that from that time the general grand lodge of the United States will 
exclusively control the presidential election. The electors will be no more than 
passive instruments to register the decrees issued at Washington. A permanent 
central power, posseuing a perfect organization also of eubject societies throughout 
the union, with sovereign legislation, sworn secrecy, permanent funds, corporate 
rights in many states, with safe halls for consultation, and penalties of death for diso
bedience of orders, and the whole avowedly actuated by political par,Poses, must 
necessarily engross all power, if it choose to do so. The people under 1t can be no 
more than tenants at sUtf'erance. To what degree masonry has already succeeded, 
in engrouing governmental patronage, opinions Vary'; but it is known to be alarm
ingly great. Anti-masonry would be defeated in its elforts to free the land of masonic 
rule and pollution, unless an abl& and a decided opponent of masonry be placed in 
~residential chair. 

The election of president, necessarily excites attention and inquiry throughout the 
United States. The nomination of a candidate for the sulfrages of the people, to be 
111pported on anti-masonic grounds-a candidate who sball receive the united aup
port of thole wh~ aro opeDly and decidedly oppoeed to the domination of masonrr. 
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will Coree the.inve!ltigation of the principles and practices of the institution into every 
district of the United States. Anti-masonry will be more widely extended by one 
presidential election on anti-masonic grounds, than by many yean of exertion through 
state elections only. 

The expediency of selecting candidates for the offices of president and vice-presi
dent of tbe United States, to be supported by anti-masons at the next elecuon in 
1832, it is presumed, will be apfarent to all advocates of equal rights throughout the 
country. Whether success shal follow at the next, or not till the succeeding election, 
in 1836, cannot affect the propriety or necessity of the measure .• 

The next part of the tubjeet submitted to the Committee, is the question of nomi
nating presidential candidates at this time by the convention. 

Mter the most careful consideration, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion, 
that the nomination should not be made at the present time. The reasons will be 
brieJly adverted to. 

1. In this convention all the states are not represented. All every state is deeply 
interested in the election of president and vice-,President, it is in the highest degree 
desirable that all should ('artieipate in the nom1aation of the candidate for whom all 
are to vote. The invitation of the state of New York, to the citizens of the United 
States, to elect delegates to the present convention, was made public in March, 1829, 
and the period since that time, bas been too short to disseminate through the whole 
union, a xnowledge of the dangerous ,Principles and proceedings of the masonic fra
ternity, and for tb.e regular organization of an anti-masonic party in each state and 
territory, in opposition to it. 

Every member of this convention has seen and felt the difficulty of organizing 
the opposition to masonry ;-arising principall:r_from the controlliu~ iuJluenee exerted 
upon the press by the masonic brotherhood. The states in the vicmity of New York, 
where the oppos1tion commenced, have been awakened and aroused, and are repre
•ented at the present convention. But the people of the-west and the south, have 
not become full7 ioformed of the alarming and tragic scenes on the Niagara, and 
have not yet npened their dislike of masonry into a settled and regular political 
opposition. 

There are many of the unrepresented states, in which the Committee believe that 
a large portion of their citizens, are now prepared to express their decided dis appro· 
bation of the institution of freemasc>nry ; but from the want of unshackled presses, 
and a knowledge of each others' views, they have not yet been able to etreet a regu· 
Jar political organization. It is believed that the enlightened citizens of those states 
not now represented in this convention, will seize the first opportunity to form a sys· 
tematie political opposition to masonry. 

If the election were close at hand-if the candidates QJ.uat be nominated at the present 
convention, or not at all, then the necessity of the ease might justify, and indeed 
would require, an. immediate nomination by this convention. But no such necessity 
exists. The choice of electors does not take place till November, 1832. There is 
sufficient time before the election, to allow the unrepresented states to participate in 
the nomination of candidates, and yet leave a year or more to elapse between the 
nomination and the legal period of election. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee think it would not lie acting with the 
ordinary amity which the several states owe, and always practise towards each 
other, and that it would be unjust towards the states, unrepresented in this conven· 
tion, to nominate presidential eandiaates, at the present time. 

2. The object or anti-masonry, in nominating and electing candidates for the ('re
sidency and vice-presidency, is to deprive masonry of the support which it denves 
from the power aDd patronage of the executive branch of the United States ~overn
ment. To etreet thiS object, will reqnire that the candidates, besides posseumg tile 
talents and virtues requisite for such. exalted stations, be knoWD aa men decidedly 
opposed to secret societies. The delay of a year, will enable the people throughout 
die United States to form an opinion, whether: those who may tie candidates, are 
firm and decided anti-masons. Nothing leu than entire conviction in the public 
mind, on this point, can give efficacy and succeu to any nomination, at a time when 
the people, With so much reason, are sensitive and jealous of the purity and inde
pendence of thoae whom they may select to administer the government. 
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The Commiltee, for these reuou, deem it inexpedient to nominate presidential 
canllidatea, at this convention. 

The next qnestion for consideration is, the manner of making the nomination. 
The Committee are of opinion, that this nomination should be made by another 

national convention. 
The time they propose to fix, at about a year from the present period. The 

eneuing year will be one fruitful oCimportant oecurreneea. The spell of muonry is 
broken, and light is bnnting upon the nation. Men, now the least informed on the 
subject of masonry and anti-masonry, will receive great accessions to their know
ledge, from the disenthralled state of the public press, and the rapid march over the 
eountry, of free inquiry. Sufficient time will also be allowed to the states not now 
represented, or not fully represented, to elect delegates to join in the nomination ; 
and, from the information already received, there is reason to believe, that m011t of 
those states will cordially and promptly unite at the appointed time, in foRDing a 
component part of the nominating convention. 

Under these views of the 11ubject, the Committee respectfully submit the following 
resolution, for consideration and adoption by the convention, viz. : 

Resolved,. That it is recommended to the people of the United States, opposed to 
secret societies, to meet in convention, on Monday, the 26th day of September,l831, 
at the city of Baltimore, by delegates, equal in number to their representatives in 
both hol1161 of congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of 
president and vice-president, to be supported at the next election ; and for the trans
action of aueh other buaineas u the cause of anti-masonry may require. 
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Mr. Walker, .from tlu Committee nut hereafttr mentiomd, reported as follow: 

The Committee appointed on the first day of the session of this Conve~tion, "to 
eonsider and report whether an adherence to the oaths and obligatioos of freemason
.,., does or does not, disqualify a mao for the impartial discharge of all important 
offices in the Jdft of the people, according to the true nature of our institutions," have 
attended to that subject, and ask leave respectfully apd briefty to report : 

That from an examination of the oaths of masonry, and a companson of the same 
with those requisite for the administration of justice and the discharge of civil trusts, 
they lind that the oaths first mentioned come into direct collision with the latter, and 
that an adMTefiU to masonic obligations mVBt and dou necessarily and absolutely dis
qualify any man for the faithful discharge of public trusts. 

Your Committee are aware that this is a bold 8Siertion, and that it has an im
portant bearin!S upon the interests of a large class of the community; they believe, 
.however, that tt is perfectly correct, and may be demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
every candid and ingenuous mind. This, your Committee would feel bound to do ; 
but the labour has been saved to them, by the manner in which the subject bas 
already been exhibited in the at!dreu to the people of the United States, already 
submitted to this Convention for their adoption. 

In that addru11 the prominent oaths of masonry were stated, their necessary and 
eertain operation illustrated, and the whole subject presented in strong and convio- · 
cing light, and sustained by arguments the most cogent and irresistible. 

Your Committee, therefore, deem it the work of supererogation, to enter again upon 
the same field. The work has been done, and well done; and it only remains to 
your Committee, to expreBS their conviction of the vast importance of t!Ie positi?l! 
here assumed, and their full belief that it ought to be recognized, as a~ 
principle br which to direct all our efforts for the subversioa of the potent and dan
t;erous institutions or freemasonry. 

• 
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Mr. Todd, from tltt Conn11ittee next hereafter fnentiomd, reported as foUOUJI: 

The Committee appointed to consider and report the best system of a national 
correspondence of antt-masons, for the sole purpose of diffusing infonm~.tion exten
sively on the subject of freemasonry, and other secret combinations agai111t the equal 
rights of mankind and our free institutions, respectfully report : 

That the great object of this convention is, to eradicate the evils of freemasonry, 
and other secret societies. To effectuate this purpose, information of the nature, 
tendency, and principles of all secret societies, but especially of the masonic institu
tion, must be laid before the world. 

After so niuch has been said, and well said, not only in the reports of the several 
Committees, but in the remarks and information communicated by members on the 
.6oor, your Qommittee think it unnecessary to detain the Convention by adverting 
to the evils of the institution, except so Car as they necessarily fall under their obser
vation, in the performance of the duty assigned to them. 

The first question which presents itself to the mind is, why is a system of national 
correspondence necessary 1 To this we answer, that we have to contend with a body 
of men, whose organization is more perfect than that of any other combinatio11 
known to your Committee. It has been the boast of masons, that "the world ill 
arms could not put them dowll ;" that their means of communicating intellige.nce, 
were at once certain, rapid, and secret. 

Although their numbers are comparatively few, yet their union, organization, and 
a.1crecy make them both powerful and dangerous. 'fhis power is not the result of 
the purity of their institution, but of their capacity to act in concert, and to shield 
themselves behind popular names. They dare not, they will not, come out fairly be
fore the people, and defend the principles of their institution. They know full well 
that those principles cannot be defended. They therefore act under the cover or 
other .names, and thus give strength and power to an institution, rotten at .the core, 
whose principles, when known, are only known to be condemned. 

Your committee do not intend to call the attention of this Convention to all the 
Proteus shapes that masonry has assumed. She claims to be of divine origin, to be the 
handmaid of reli~ion, to be charitable and benevolent, and to have existed Cor ages. 
All those pretensions have been wet and l'efuted, by the reports already before tbe 
Convention. • · 

Point out the depravity of her principles; she refers to many great and good men 
whom she has, under specious pretences, seduced into her lodges. Demonstrate that 
those principles are never so corrupt; she sneers at the information, and gives an 
evasive reply. 

Why is she thus enabled, in this land of light and intelligence, to set public opin
ion at defiance 1 It is uot her unmbers : it is her secrecy, her union, her perfeet or
ganization, and the facility with whieh she eommuaicates information to all parts of 
the world, that makes her the arbit1-ess in political controversies. 

Have masons a candidate whose interest they wish to promote 1 He is at once, 
as if by masic, raised into notice, and universally eulogized, although, perhaps, totally 
undeserving. Honest men mistake this clamour for public opinion, and jom in with 
the ery, and go to the polls, under the impression, that they are supporting the best 
man and the best princtples, when they are merely carrying into elfect the determi
nation of the fraternity. 

Do masons wish to shield themselves from the investigations of an iuquirin~ public? 
At once, from Maine to Georgia, the cry is raised, that '' Anti-masonry Js a mere 
p~litical man12uvre of the old fedtral party, again~t " Jackson and democracy." 



SYSTEM OF NATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE. [78 

Ia it necessary to traduco the fair unsullied fame of 8.n individual simultaneously, 
from every quarter 1 the wice of slander from a thousand tonguea in concert, ia 
railed against him. All that has been said agaiust freemasonry, will apply, to a 
certain extent, to all secret societies. They are dangerous to all governments, but 
especially to those that are free. It is matter of astoniahment, that a nation so 
jealous of its liberty, as not to permit even the representatives chosen by the people, 
to act with closed doon, except on extraordinary occasions, should yet permit within 
its bosom, a secret society, numbering, at least, 100,000 memben, and extending 
through all the ramifications of society, to meet and act in secret, with a power suf
ficiently great, to control every measure of the government, and like the pendulum of 
the clock, re~ulate, by its vibrations, the whole machinery of the repubhe. 

Against this powerful combination we will employ no weapons, but those of fair, 
open, and honourable warfare, and none but such as are guaranteed to ua by the 
constitution. Although they have the advantage of concerting their schemes in secret, . 
we feel strong in the goodness of our cause, and we confidently hope, through the · 
blessing or that Being who has hitherto protected our beloved country, finally to sue- ' 
ceed, by open measures, in destroying this unhallowed fabric or freemasonry, and 
raising on 1ts ruins the temple of liberty, whose foundation shall be based on the 1 

principle of equal rights. I 
To act with elfect, we must, however, act in concert ; for this purpose, and to ' 

spread information before the American people, your Committee recommend the ' 
adoption of the following resolutions : 

Ruolved, That a Committee of c.-orrespondence be appointed, whose duty it shall · 
be to correspond with the s_everal state committees, and with individuals in the · 
several states and territories, for the purpose of dilfusing information on the subject 
of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal rights of mankind, · 
and our free institutions, and that said Committee have power to appoint one of their 
number to act as corresponding seeretllry. · 

Ruolved, That it he recommended to the Anti-m"ons of the several states and . 
territories, who have not already done ao, to appoint state committees, as soon as · 
practicable, and that those states and territories who have such committees, forward, 
without delay, the names of the individuals composing them, to the national Com
mittee, that they may be published with the proceedings of this convention. 

Ruolved, That it be recommended to the Anti-masons of the several states and 
territories, where it is not ~ready done, to appoint cpunty, township, ward, and 
town committees, and to forward, without delay, lists containing the names of those 
appointed to their respective state committees. 

Ruolved, That the memben of the several state committees, shall be deemed and 
considered as memben of the nation111 committee of correspondence, and whenever 
present at its aittj:lgs', eutitle4 to VQt!l a!ld take part in its deliberations. 
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Mr. ~nard, Jr(}'IB the C(}'(Bmittee ap~nted to inquire into the e./fed of fruma~onrg 
n the CMutit.in religion, yruented the Jollowing report: .... 
Religion is the most precious gift of God to man. It unfolds his earthly relations 

llid duties, and discloses the source of all his hopes and consolations. It teaches the 
:ounexion beotween imperfect intelligences, and the Almi~hty Being who created the 
miverse by the word of his power, and governs it in infinite wisdom. 
It reveals the momentous truth, that the soul of man is destined to survive the 

rreck of aU material things, and to live beyond the grave. That when "the elements 
ilail melt with fervent heat, the earth shall be burned up, and the heavens shall be 
111led together like a scroll," the soul of man will have entered upon an existence of 
aterminable duration. 

It sustains man amidst the vicissitudes and calamities of life ; draw• uide the cur
aius of eternity; illumines his melancholy path through the vale of death, and in-
1pires him with the hopes of beatitude in the world of future being. 

Involving, as religion does, the dearest interests of earth, and the only hope ofhea
renly blessednes&, it is natural that every thing which may impair its inlluence, con
aminate its doctrines, or impede its progress, should excite the liveliest sensibilities of 
mmortaf beings. Freemasonry cannot be indifferent in its effects upon that holy 
:ause. It is too important in itself, too ramified in its connexions, and too powerful 
11 its inlluence over the minds of its votaries, to be entirely without eft'ect upon this, 
ihe greatest and holiest subject that demands the employment of the human faculties. 
It must exert an inlluence for good or for evil. Its tendencies cannot be re~arded 

with indifference. The pertioency of the inquiry becomes manifest, and its Impor
tance cannot be overrated. 

Religion hu had many improper conuexions. Wickedness has often sought its 
mantle to veil unholy designs. It is not without example that freemuonry should 
leek its alliance. Every subtle machination against human happiness, or civil libenr, and every mighty effort for the oppression of mankind, has covered and charac
tenzed its designs with the sanctity of religion. Chri&tianity bas been made to aid 
~e !ldvaueement of the mo&t unholy pur_Poses, and the gratification of the most pes
blent of human passion&. Its benign mlluences have been perverted to promote 
!Chemes of stupendous wickedness and of monstrous oppression. It has been used 
to infuse malice into the heart of bigotry, nerve the arm and kindle the fires of perse
cution, and rrop the throne of tyranny. 

In view o the abominatioas which the perversion of religion has produced, who 
eao forbear to exclaim, Oh, Christianity ! what horrid enormities have been perpe
trated in thy name! 

Man is a religion~ bei~g. In despite of stoi~al or impio!ls phi~osopby, be re~a~ds 
the Author of creation With ·awful reverence. So powerful Is the mlluence of rehg10n 
over the human mind, that it has been made the Instrument of its government. This 
has proved effectual, when all things else have failed. No scheme of policy, no plan 
f?r social improvement, no system of government would be regarded with approba
tion, or even indifference, if it were manifestly hojitile to reliJ?ion. 

~.o deeply impressed was the author of illuminism, "9\·ho m propensity, if not in 
~b1bty for tremendous mischief, was little less than "arch-angel fallen," of the 
ID~uence of religion over the human disposition, that he invented what he called a 
pnests' degree, and made it a part of that sy&tem designed avowedly for the over
throw of all social, political, and religious establishments. He seemed to enjoy · a 
fie~d-Iike pleasure at the success of his subtle effort. He lured Christians into hia 
~e!ety, and acquired from their professions and characters, a rellected sanctity upon 
esJgns the most inhuman, perverse, an~ impious. When a Protestant divine who 
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had been enticed into his fraternity, declared the opinion that that blasphemous de
gree expressed the true meaning of Christianity, he exclaimed with rapturous delight, 
"Oh man, man, to what mayest thou not be ~rsuaded! Who would ever have 
thought that I was to be the founder of a new religion 1" 

The astonishment we feel at the infatuation and violence which freemasonry seems 
to have infused into dispositions the most amiable, and the dominion which it appa
rently exerts over minds, enlightened, vigorous, and powerful, may ex~rience some 
abatement from the reftectioo, that nearly eilthteen centuries of the Christian era, 
passed away before there was, in any part of Christendom, a perfect establishment 
of religious liberty. Before, the doctnne was embraced, by any large community, 
that no earthly power possesses a right to control the conscience of man; that for his 
errors of faith or of worship, he is amenable onl1 to the great Father of his spirit. 
But civil ruters in league With ecclesiastical functionaries, in the pride of (lOwer, and 
arrogance of wisdom, prescribed a creed of faith, and condemned to ban1sbment, o..
sorture, or death, the hapless being " who dared to believe or to doubt, a little more or 
a little less," than the standard which bigotry and tyranny had erected. Thus was 
formed and for centuries continued, that adulterous connexion between church and 
state ; a baleful union, always barren of good and prolific of evil. This alliance filled 
the world with desolation. It broke up communities, pursued the sincere adorers of 
God in their wanderings, and traced them by their prayers and their worship into 
their places of refuge. It drenched the fairest portions of the globe with human 
blood, arrayed Christian against Christian, with the name of the Saviour on his lips, 
and vengeance in his heart, and caused him to exclaim at every triumph over his 
brethren in the Lord, in the sentiment, if not the language of the impious·Mahome
tan, "AllaA Acba%," "God is victorious." 

It was not until liberty had found an abode in this favoured land, that the human 
miud was emancipated from error, prejudice, and bond~e. That the rights of con
science were defined, established, and secured ; that relig1on was redeemed from the 
slavery of power, freed from the contamination, and delivered from the dangers of 
that unholy alliance; that virtue, its constant handmaid, was enlarged from the dun
geon, where priests and tyrants had confined her; and set free, with all her attractive 
loveliness, to cheer, console, adorn, and bless mankind. 

It may not be inappropriate to,the occasion, to indulge the reftection that we are I 
now pursuing our deliberations in a city, whose foundations were laid by an illustrious · 
personage, whose long, and peaceful, and ~lorious life was devoted to the augmenta
tion of human happiness, and whose sel'Vlces were greatly iustrumental in the es
tablishment of the principles of free inquiry, the rights of con~ience, and of religious 
liberty. This delightful city, the fair work of his hands, consecrated to liberty und 
benevolence, and which now constitutes so essential an adornment of our country, 
is unimportant, in comP.arison with his labours in the cause of humanity, freedom, 
and religion; which will render him an everlasting benefactor of the human race. 
He was one of those rare beings, who constitutes an epoch, and impresses his character 
upon the times in which he lives. This city may vanish from the face of the earth, 
but his usefulness and his fame will endure for ever; for wisdom and virtue are im
mortal. He yet lives by his works, and exerts an extended inJluence upon human 
condition. A spark from the altat of liberty erected in the wilda of America, bas 
kindled a Jlame in Europe which now shines with its pristine purity and lustre, in 
that most wonderful and glorious of all revolntious, recently achieved in one of its 
fairest kingdoms. Let us imbibe the benignant spirit of this friend of man. And 
while we pursue the great objects of our inquiry with his meek ·boldness, and his mild 
but firm determination, may we eJI~ulate his singleness of purpose, his' purity of mo
tive, and his expansive charity. 

It is in accordance with the his~ory of frail man, that freemasonry should seek 
sanctity, by an alliance with religion. It seems to have done so. If the fraternity 
cannot claim the appellation of a .. . peculiar people," it has a kingly government, 
and a" royal priesthood." The order exhibits in illl structure, the odious union of 
civil and ecclesiastical power'. It displays the alternate exercise of sovereign authority, 
and the performance of the duties of the altar. It blends the holiest ceremonies of 
religion with the most revolting of human follies. 

It parades its mystic symbols, in profane performances, as the emblems of great 
and dread realities. Freemasonry has a creed, but it is not the creed of any denomi-
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uatiop. ot:.the ;WQtAIUJWQrs Qf G:od· U ulike pll, .!lnd yet eq"'"Y ~apted.to .eve7 faith; 
except, ~baps, oiify .in die c\e.gr:ee o.f knight templar, there. ia no recogn.Jtion or 
the .R~"emer. Otlier than tlJ;i,t detp;r«!!l, she creed of f.ree~uonry .is ll(}ually the 
faith of Jl{l, .aud ,the (aith of ~op.e of the c;bildren of men, who acknowledge a 
S~pi'Qme ~eiJJg. ltis P.?t C.luis~ty, or the band~aid of it, but an i!D_{)iou~ sub
slltqte for lt. By O.tl'angwg ,the mllld from tbe doctnnes or die gospel, It IUeVJtably 
prepares .~ts .cham~m.for \be lodge.meut of infidel Jlrinciplea. It hanpo!li~es as well 
with the , tt~nets ,of ~h~ . .Jew, the PagM, IUld she Mahome.tan, as with .tho•e or the 
humble follo;wer of Chri_~t. 
~he .i!folatro:u• P.enii'O, wlto prostrates him~lf in blind adorat1on before tl!e sun, 

and wo~hips .\t. _, ~" aoJU'ce of light, and lif~, and intelligence; the wild •on 9r the 
forest, .who ,Jilad.s hill.altiU' with vi~~. mingles his unintelligible adoration11 with 
the .precio111 incense,,~ .it .llfl4:ends to the Great Spirit, and consoles himself with the 
delusive .expectatiop of the ,countey beyond she bills ; the Pagan, who fties to the 
Ganges, a,p~ ·bop~!~ in ita 11~ed w11.ters, r!'tber tbn in the e.xhaustless f9untain of 
redeeming ,grace, to ·Wash !lW&y the pollution11 of his soul ; the Turk, who .kneels at 
a mosque, lays his haqd on the koran, and says, " Allilh, there is but one God, &lld 
Majlomet .i1,his apostle;" the !le!Jceudant of Abraham, who reposes in .undiminished 
faith, upc)n the.fQture !W.vent of tlJe MeBBiah, embrace the c;reed offre~muonry, with 
the,aame .. cordialio/ and confid11n«;e, as the l!e\ievers in Christ, :who rest ~ell' only 
hop~s of .redemption and heav(!nly felici~, upon the merits of the atoQement. 

-Does free~ji.Sonr.y ,aid lhe C!lll&e (If rehgion, or is religion made to . sal!ctify ~~~ 
abominations of,fl,'eemuonrr7 There.is an attempted connexion, and it cannot he 
without .Qliject or effect • .Rehgion, beavl!n-born,.aulfers from every earthly contact, and 
~very impilre alliance. Is it possible, that the iudecent ceremonies of freemasonry, 
Jta ~bom!UP.ble .oaths, its horrid .penalties, ita impiops oblations, its bluphemous 
p8rsonilicJLtipn of ,the )leity, c.an ~e accep~ble in the eyes of .infinite purity 1 It iB 
a fotmid#dlle objll«;Uon to ;freemasonry, .tJlat it attempta a connexion with religi011o 
aud;P.r!lsents,.in ·lll~uiature,.to the vie.wof$he American people, the abhorred union of 
ch!;'l'clt an~ l!tfl.le, revolting to tbe feeli~gs of eve? fre~Jillm, and condemped by evert 
pnpciple. pfrepublic;ll,l1ism • 
. In estimating its proPable.,effect upop religion, ita sec;recy b«!gets suspicion. Cbris
lianity.IM!flks p:ubljcity, .and.rejec~ conc;~alment. lt was the .complaceP.t.di!Ciaration 
of.o:ur,Sa,:v.iour, that all.hi!l_acts, bis,teacllings, hisse~ons, his commuqication11, ~is 
lnlr~~Cles, ,were open and .public, .a~ his emphatic use~eration. , '' In secret have I 
said n~WIDg." :Ibis is ;the nF't~e lllld spirit of his religion. 

How, ,tjlen, el'n lhat ..spirit delight in secrecy, .and wrap itself in dukness ? Inno
cence seeks no cover; shame aud crime cry, "come night," and shro11d us in the 
"blalij(t~t .of ~e ,jlark." ,.Is th«lre 11. Christian c:letgyman between the poles, .who 
~ollld ;p.as,s the .ceremonies, anti taJte upon himself the obligations of freemuonry, 
1n opep,co.nference in presence of his.cliurch 1 .How, then, dare he_ do it in pre
sence of his God 1 Is his awe of Omniscience increased by the all-seeing eye, one 
oC;!Jie,qlllltlClJIIJI.O.f.~e .~r?. P~" i• allsenae of a':cuuatability bapished from. the 
rnj.nd, by .the .ilPPI!S~ng~ :tem~•ng, IUI,.d .overpowenng nature of th4! ceremonies! 
The hdlqeqce of.C.~istianity lJI gl'(latly exerted by its distinguished professj)rs. The 
cle~gy .~:te· a.cummilndi!lt pQwer in .llll Jllatters appertaining to the discharge of 
JOcial and mur~l d!Jty. Their approb~tion is fa:vour, their e~ample a guide .to the 
li'orld. .NI.who re~d thl) .welfare qf mankintl, experience delight at .the (act, a)Jd 
ap~re~iate tbe.vable of,thllir inftuence. .Our ~ial system requires it. PatrietisQJ, 
lf~lle 1t :woul!f exelude them from ai,airs Qf sta~, and !lebar them from all emplo7-
~nts, purely iecullu' or politi~J, and dev.o~e them to the duties. of their holy voca
llon, the "-cure of . .souls," .would p.ot .seek to, diminish, but strive to.increase, their 
moral aud religious.hdluenq.e. · -
Free~onry, 'lUte evecy other subtle scheme for worldly .aggrandizement, hu 

:ught to sanctify itself, by e'mbracing in its brotherhood many worthy miniaters.of 
o gO:flpel. It pr8Jtlats,tkem.cqnspieuQ:usly llQJQng its titled.dignitaries, and ,makes 

!'JI ostentatious display of its.cbaplains. It arrays them atits festivals, and boas~ of 
118 power in the pJl}pit. 

That 11 pulpit, 
" Wbleb, Ia llll!epttmate aDd eobet ue, 
" Bball ltaDd recoided wbUe. llle world allalliii4Dd 1 
"Tbe ~-~al.f_lanl, anpor&,.and 
" Ontalllellt ot nrtae • eau~e." 

F 
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The fact of IUeh membenbip hu bad, aud •till exertl a pewerful in1luenee, i 
1uataining the order. It ia natural and proper that it should be ao. The just revc 
renee we feel for the eharaeten and offices of those, " whose doctrines and wh01 
lives eo-incident, exhibit lucid proof, that they are hone1t in the aaered cause," n 
atraioa us from the belief that they can be partaken in aeen81 of indecent (oHf, ore 
atrocious impiety. We 1truggle apiost the evidenee,-ud are prone to reJect i 
from horror at the admiasiou of the CODII8qneuees. It ia eonidend1 believed, th1 

~ the (act, that clergymen and Christiana are memben o( the fratermty, now eonlli 
"tutea the chief IUJ?port o( the order. If they were to abandon the institution, it woul 

soon cease to exist • . They now conltitute its vitality. Deprived of the savour 1 
their in1luenee it would immediately pariah. One of the bad effeetl o( lreemasolll] 
now to be apprehended, is the diminution of the useful, wholesome, religious inftl 
enee o( the clergy. Before the recent disclosure~, there wul811 danger, beeauselh 
inconsistency between their Chriatian profe~~ious, and their muonie praetiC81, wa 
unknown to the world. But now it is revealed and manifest. With what hope G 
effect or sucC811, could a muonic clergyman address an Bllembly upon the pats .. 
jeets o( profanity, impiety, and blasphemy! The thought would immediate!f rush' 
the mind• of his hearen ; "you have entered a lodge in the attire of a malefactGI 
taken God's name in vain in horrible oaths, ahockiog to all moral Hnae, drank. wial 
out of a human skuH, imprecated damnation on your soul, with double vengeance 
in cue of the violation or an impious obligation, and witn8188d the personification • 
the great " I am that I am," in the imposing aeene of the burning bush, when Jebt 

. v~ commanded the· chosen leader of Israel, " to put off his sh081 from biB feet, for till 
ground on which be trod wu holy." "Physician heal thyHlf," would be the apott 

. taneous, irrepre11ible reply o( every heart. 
rreemuonry J?roduces a mental slavery. That man ia a slave whose mind ia DOl 

· free. It ia in vam that he may enjoy " light and liCe and the use of his own limbe,' 
if his 1oul ia in bon4age. He who ia bound to Hereey on certain aubjeets, and to 011 
el811 of his fellow men, by unknown tie~, which 4o not exiat between him and o~ 
is unreuonably a slave. Other men, men of discordant principles and views, ba'" 
power over his faculties, and in proportion to his subjection to the ueoeiation, he il 
m bondage, and becomes a mere, perhaps, a diahonourable machine. 

TimiJ will not permit a more particular or ample delineation of the aoleiDil eereo 
monie~ of religion, which freemasonry blend• with its ridiculous and profane uer· 

· eiae~. It Is the 1881 nee881ary, beeauae ftvery important report, made to the convea: 
tion, abounda in statementl which fully illustrate them, ana point direedy to the del 
plorable effects, which familiarity with them mutt have upon the Daiod, to GBtran~ 

. 1t from the in1luences of religion. 
· While we "state in sorrow, not in an anger," the fact that ele~en and othet 

prof8888d Chriatians are memben of the fratemity, and now afford Its main support, 
. m another view, we· regard it with delight, u furnishing the grounda of coDBOlatiOll 

and hope. · . 
· Few clergymen, it is believed, ever sought admiasion. They have been lnred in bJ 
. beg1liling promises of advantage, and 1lattering through delusive hopes of more ei· 
. tended usefulnells in their holy vocation. To have become a freemaaon, with good 
motive~, ia a misfortune, not a crime. It may, indeed, be questionable, whether thl 
petition the candidate is required tO present, that he is not in1luenced by curioailJ 
is always in 4lX&et accordance with truth. Whether so or not, can be known on!) 

· to the searcher of hearts. As that declaration ia made without other knowledge ol 
freemasonry tban the brethren are pleued to give, the departure from truth, if BIIJ 

. there be, can only be aicribed to the in1luence of the insutution. As the eandida!AI 
may be fairly presumed to believe the in8titutioll virtuous and useful, bia motive• ill 

· becoming·a member, are not liable to impeachment. A continued adherence to the 
iustitution, after iu impurities are ahown, and its abominations are proved, preseufl 

· a far different upect. 
Many Chriatians y~t continue their membenbip. Consideration•. the force ofwbieh 

' it ia difficult to appreciate, have hitherto held them to their allegiance. Let ua "' 
gard them in all ebaritablene~a, with a deep and abiding coueionsn888, that the IIJI!8 
omniscient Being who will adjudge-them for their adherence to freemasonry, will 
alao adjudge us for our treatment of them. . 

As. the institution craved their ~on, and now reliea upon their membenhip 
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for IJUStentation, it ia a natural presumption, that it ahould make vuteft"orts to retain 
them. We may aot be eelllible of the number, variety, or tJOWer of the inducementll 
that may be preeented to their minds, or addreued to thear feelinp. We may not 
know how the question may be connected with other quettions of duty. Aa we can
not fully appreeaate the power of she temptation to remain, we cannot duly eatimate the 
1trength of mind, the energy of character, or the eenee of duty, required to overcome it. 

We cannot re.Ut the belief, that they will now reglqd the question in the new u
pect in which it is presented, and that the convietioDJ of co01cience will finally pre
vail over all other coDJideration1, and produce their voluntary abandonment. We 
are strengthened in our confidence, by the example of the many distinguilhed indi
'riduals of the clerical vocation, who liave already emancipated themselve• from the 
thraldom in which they had been so long bound, and now labour with such com

, mendable zeal and rare ability, to free the land from an iDititution so full of abomi-
·•atioDJ and d~n. · · 
:. Many other dutinguished omamentl of the church, without any practical know
ledge of freemuonry, convinced by the ~nt diseloaurea of ita irrelipous nature and 
•!Cndeney, have engaged, with an ardour iDipired by the importance of the subject. 
. ID dil8eminating the light of truth, and in warning the world, that th010 who would· 
'eschew evil, should be aware of the fueinatious of thi1 deceptive order. 
: ChriltiaDB of 1ueh benign intents, and high and holy p~ee, want no promptings 
! but their own senee or duty, their anxiety for the salvation of souls, and their reve
' renee for their God. In the spirit and charity of the go1pel, the'/ invite the attention 
'of their bret~en ~n th~ church, who belong to the fraternity, an addl'ell them in the 
l:mguage of Infinite condescension, ''Come, let Ul reuon together." Calm and de
IY>erate discussion, conducted in the spirit of brotherly Jove, will awaken inves~a

, lion, quicken a sense of duty, give forc:!l to ita impulse, and produce the results which 
~th requires. Let us not censure the hesitation, or chide the tardy action of Chris

·lians who are yet memben of the institution; but invite their attention. and leave 
them to the inftuence of time and their own rellectiou. The example of othen will 

•not be lost upon them. They will not be unmindful of the memorable act of a be-
· loved brother, the thread of whose spotless and useful life, wu recently and prematurely 
cut; whose ~entle spirit, too pure for earth, took a sudden and earlyllight to heaven. 
Yet not til11t had raised ita warning voice against the pretensioDJ, character, and 
tendency of thil iDititution. •• Oh my aoul ! come not thou into their secret, unto 
their ueembly, mine honour be not thou united." "It il eneush for me to. know, 
that muonry il anti-ch:rUtian and in&piow, and no man henceforward shall put me 
ID the cat'alogue of clergymen abetting masonry." (a) A tremendous responsibility 
!ests upon masonic clergymen. The continuance or speedy destruction of the order, 
Is in their power. Let us indulge the animating hope, that whatever consideration• 
IDay restrain their immediate action, convictions of their Christian duty will ulti· 
mately prevail. Let us not forget that we oppose the masonic iDititution, not ita 
members, on1y as they adhere to and uphold it. Against them we indulge no boa
. tile feeling. Who are they 1 Men like oureelvea, not leu virtuous, gifted, or patriotic-c 
" bone of our bone, and llesh of oUI' llesh," our kindred, companiona, and friends, with 
whom "we delightto take sweetconveree, and walk to the house of God in compan_y." 

Many of them are muoDB of on1y three depes, and u ignorant of the untevealed 
iniquity of the institution, until recently, as those who never pueed the threshold of 
a lodge. They have not been partaken in word or deed, in ita late abominatioDJ. 
In the. perpetration of those outrages, it wu the institution that sinned, by the infatu .. 
ation it prOdu,:es, and not its memben u individuals. It il to that, and not to them, 
that the shade of Morgan points. with a clay-cold, but unerring hand; and, lib the 
~host to Richard on Bosworth field, cries in a voice that should harrow up the aoul: 
"thou art my murderer, despair and die." · -

The views we have taken, inspire and justify a confidence, that the Great Head 
?f the church, who has always extended to it his signal protection,. rescued it from 
anuumerable perils, purified it in his own time aDd manner, is moving the hearts of 
his children to an investigation of the very subject propo!lllded in the resolution. 
Nothing more il necess&rf· Attention and inquiry will produce benign results. 
Those who put their trust m God need not fear but he will deliver hia church from 
the lurking dangen of thil'impoature. 

(a) 1. 8. Chril&mae. 



UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION • . 

Mr. Sewat'l, OA beluJlf of Mr. Ellmalm-, from_ tAe ComtAitue, nut l&mqfler tneAo 
. tiomd, repurtul 01 follotM: . 

The Committee appointed to report n110lutiooa upre~~iv~ of the tentiments of 
tbia ConYention, on the aubject ofueemuoury, respectfully report the following 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Ruoltltd, That in the judgment of ·thia Coueution, the revelationa wbieh ban 
been made and ·pul!lished or the tecret obligationa, rites, awl c:eremoniea of the •oei· 
ety of freeJDuou, are true. 

Ruoleed, That in the opinion of this Convention, founded upon the most thorough 
investigation, not only or historical facts, but also of masonic tradition, die institution 
of freemasonry originated in the city of Loudon, in the early part of the last century. 

Ruoltltd, Tha~ the oatba of freemasonry are ueither leplly, morally, aor religioua-
ly obliptory. _ 

Ruolt~ed, Th~t in the judgment of this .conYention, au actual adherence by free
masolll to the -principles contained in the obligatiou of the order, is ineouistent witll 
the higher and paramount duties whicli they owe to the atate, and ia a disqualifica
tion for offices of public trust. 

Ruoltled, That the orpnization aud principles of the aoeiety of Creemuona, are 
incouiltent with the geni .. of our republiean iuticatiolll. - . 

Ruolt~ed, That it is the right and duty of the people, to abate the evils of Creema
aon~, in the same manner as under our Cree iutitutiona all other great moral and 
political evils are abated ; by the exercise of the right of sutrr&~e• 

Ruoltled, That the political eharaeter of. freemuonry ie eatabliahed in the clearest 
·manBer, by the direct testimony.ohaumerous freemuoaaofdle highest reapeeb&bili· 
ty, who have eeceded from the iaetitutiou, and by their publication of a muonie ap· 
peal, made to the fraternity of MUBaCbuaetts by the graDd master of tbe grand lodge 
of that state, in favour of a candidate for govemor of that state who wu a freema-

. eon, in preference to the oppoain~ candidate, who wea not a freemuon ; and that 
·aueh political character is in enure accordance with the leu.r aad spirit of teveral 
of the degrees of.the order. 

: Ruolt~ed, That the whole history of freemasonry, and that of the United S~tes 
for the laat thirty-be yean, aud more especially for the last foury_ean, demoostrate 

. that the iutitution of freemasonry bas rendered the press in the United States sub
eervieot to its will ; that it is a plain principle of . politics, that no aoeiety of men 

•ought to emt among us, which cau direct11 or indirectly, abridge the freedom of 
'the. press; and that when such abridgment does take place, there is no remedy for 
tho evil, but the appeal to the people, in the exercise of the elective fraacbise. 



DEB.tl. TE8 AND DISCI18810:N8 

....... 
tr.IIITED STA.TES 

A.NTI-M.ASONIC CONVENTION, 

Taa UKJT&DSTATU ·Alf'I'J•M.uOJRC c .. nvTIOJf -bled in the ei1fot'~
Baturday, the eleventh day of September, 1830,Uid orgaoized di-m. Ill the DiMriC& ~ 
~ u the comer oC SiX&h.IIJid Cheaulut-atreeta. 

On motion oC Mr. WarTTLU&Y, oCNew-York, ]oi&PB 'Rtn&a, Elq. ot'P~Iftllia,,.. 
Q))ed to the chair, aDd 1oBir euu., oC the city oC Philedelpbia, appoiat.ed" Sei:ftalry, pro 

~ SecNtarr then proceeded to ea11 the JWDea or the ~ to the Ccmention &om the 
aeveral atates repreeated in t.bat body, eommencing with tho.e ftoom N-Y ork. Upon count- -
~them over, iL appeared that t6 delegatea &om New-York, 15 fioom ~ .8 ftoom 
COGnecticut, 5 fi:oliaV ertDODt, ll trom ltAode lllaDd, 15 from PeDIIIYivania, 'I from New·1eney, 
t from Dela:ware, 5 from Ohio, I from MarylaDd, aDd 1 &om the Terricory of1111ieJUca-in au 
96,were~ 

On motiOn of ML WBITTL&I&Y, 
~IGiftd, That tlaia coo~ lie orpnized by the appointment oC oae Pruident, tour Vioe-

Preaidenta, aDd two Seeretariel. . 
Ma. WBJTTLU&I then laid. that at ao informal meetiDg thil momiDg of the~ flit a 

lllajor pan of the delegatee to the convention, a committee, of wbicll he Jiad bMD ~ u 
tl§irmim, had been appointed, for the purpoee of~~ IIUitable ~ to fill & 11everal 
o1lieea ia thiabody. H~ tllerefore, noDUna.tecl .FRANCIS GRANGER, Elq. oC New-York, 
aa the President of the Convention. The nomiaation beiDir IIIWiimouly codrmed, 

Ma. ~tro&a made a few remarks complimentary to~ t.ftere~ tabili · ·~aDd importance of 
lhe convention. aDd admoDi · of the propriet of it& • being marlreil by a cool 
deliberation and dignity, w~ while they w:hf lleC:UlO gen ~t of the community, 
Would, at the same time. show ILl firmneaa of~ To us, llllid he, nave been confided tie 
dearest interest~ ol the American character, aild our · that eharaeter to lJe 
Pre.erved as pure u the virtue of patriotism. R ymg ~i~ chair, upon the kind 
(lertiality which bad nllieed him there, be should cheerfully enter upon ita duties, aDd diacblqe 
them to &be belt of hf& ab~. ' 

Ioa•a RrTJfllllt olPenJI8}'lvanila. .ABtr&a Pa&L!'.1. of Ma-dnmeu., RouaT Hnn, or 
Ohio, and BAKU&L w. Duua, or the Terri~ of MiehipD, were then nominated aDd elected 
aa Vice-PreaideDte of the convention; aDd Joatr Cuua, of Pennsylvania, and Nou& D. 
BTaoxo, ofCollDeeti.eut, u Secretaries. 

Tbe coovention beiq t1wa organized; it wu opened with a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Thaeher, 
011e o( itl members. 

On motion, a committee of one member fiom eaeb state and territory represented iD the coo
•entlon wu ~by the President. To give thi.s committee time to inab their report, an 
ldjOUl'IIIDieDt tOOk place iiil four o'eloelr thi.s afternoon. . 

At four o'cloek, the convention re-usembled in the Diatriet Court Room. S••nr. P. Lnr.t~t, 
of~uaettl, and N.a.ra.ur&L B. BoJU.a.v aad-Au:uwDu PLvMMIIIa,oCPeDJ191~ ad
ditioaal..-bera, appeared. and took &heir aeat.a. Tbeee aecessiou made tbe wlioJe- number 
Q{ delep&ea .. 
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Mr. Pann, &em the committee appointed to lay_~ the conYeDdoD the IUb~ proper 
for ita consideration, re~ certain rileoluti~ wllicb, after a little delluleory dilculaion upoo 
one or two of them, and after thoee were modified, were adopted.-[See die Rellolutiooa aa 
leD«<h, in the ]ournal.) . 

Another resolution, appointing a committee to report the evidences or the truth or the cJU. 
cloeuree in Bernard's "Light on Maaonrv," Willi reported and adopted. But Ma. W .&llD, or 
New-York, moved ita reeoDaideration, ana ofFered a lubetitut:et the object of which was to limit 
the inquiries or this eommi~ to the d~ above thoee which may be known to an~ mem
ber of the convention. Be did no& perceive the utility of inveetigat.ing the truth or the cJU. 
cloeuree on the d~ known to the aeoeding muons in this convention, who had been 
already al'pointed a committee to report an outline of free-masonry, aa mr aa they wen 

·-Initiated mto it, and to certify ita truth under their own hand& 
Ma. PBn•a, of Mauachuaetts, Ma. laWJN and Ma. ToDD, orPe11J18flvania, rather Cavored 

the oriainal reeolution. It was finally adopted, and the substitute disagreed to. 
ll4a. "S&w.&aD, of New-York, objeCted to the aeeoDd resolution, aa Originally~ by 

the committee : [for the int.rocluct.ion of honorary memben.) He considered it to be too broad. 
It JDicht admit a great number of ~na, who were not delegate~, tO -ta in the con.;ention, 
aDd lead to controversies which it ought to be the object or the convention to avoid.· Be 
&bought dlat the delegat.ea sent here were competent to perform the duties aaaigned to them; 
that they should be guided by the light of their .own minas, rather than to seek that of others, 
and that no beneit could be derived tlom the admiaeion or other penons than delegataa imo 
this body. Be moved the reconsideration of the resolution, and tlie motion was carried. 

The resolution being now taken up, Ma. PB&LPB said, that the resolution was an instruction 
to a committee, simply to -uer t.lie upedieney or admitting IIUCh and IIUCh penona into the 
ClOIIvention. Severil gentlemen of high Chancter, who were not delegates, but who might af!. 
ford material aid, were present in thiS city. Among them, there Willi one from North Caro
lina. Be waa not a defegate, because there were not enough anti-muons in hia ltllte to elect 
a d~ Be had no Wiah, in eoming into the eonvention, to vote, but to obtain information, 
aDd &Ue it back with him to light up the 11ame or anti-masonry, in the great 1tate or North 
Carolina. ' 

Ma. 8&1UilD ::r.:::,he wasaatided with the explanation or the chairman Of the COillJIIit. 
tee, and, with a · ·on, which he WQU)d submit, he would agree to the resolution. Be 
then moditied it aa it appears among the resolutio~ in the Journal, and it was adopted a.c
~· I. 

. ~W:BJTTL&I&I wished a reconsideration of the resolution, to inquire into the efFects of 
IIIIUIOnl'f in regard to religion. In reletion to the evil tendency of free-masonry to the ca.tiBII 
o( religiDn, t.lie convention o~t to have nothing· to do. That should be left to judiea
tories aad conventions of a religious character. So far as masonry was t'raught with evils to 
morals, to government, and to man in his social condition, aa lie believed it, was, he was 
for investigating it, and no farther. With th- views, he moved the rejection or the re
IIOhation. 

Two or three gentlemen made remarks in reply to Mr. Whittl-y. They CODiidered the 
subject or tiee-muonry as important in ita etfecta upon reliD.on, aa upon moralS or ~rnment. 
It was imJll!lper to dla.w a distiaction between them. Tlie love or eountry IIJid Of God, was 

· the same. The interests or religion IIJid of the state were the aame. 
Finally, the reeolution waa recommitted. 
Ma. Bouat. of New-York, moVS!l thet when the eonvention adjonrned, they ehould ad jaunt 

t.o the aalooo otthe Musical Fund Society. The committee infonDally appointed by a voltlfto 
tary meeting of several members or the convention, previous to ita orgaruzation, or which he 

. was cha.irmiD, had ascertained thet the saloon eould be had for the use of the convention, filr 
toO dollara, IIJid they had engaged it accordindy. B& BKLD IN Bll B.&WDI .& LUI& OJ' TB.&T 
aooK 'Oa TB& VI& OJ' THIS CON'I'&NTION. Tlie hallJ .with all the requisite aecommodati01111 fur 
the convention, could be obtained by ten o'clock on Monday morning. It was capable of hold. 
ing 1500 ~ The convention accordingly adjourned to that piece and time. 
-.M~, Sept. 13. · 
Agreeably to adjournment, the ClOIIvention assembled ·at the Saloon of the Mnaieal FUIId 

Society. Four additional delegates appeared and took their aeata. The whole number now 
. IUIIOUDted to 103. · 

TM committees appointed in contbrmity to the resolutions adopted on Saturday, were aa
uouneed &om the chair.-:-[See the Jllllllell m the JournaL) 

Ma. I>&NNY, &om the committee to whom the subject was relerred, reported a set of rules and 
orders for the regulation of the J)l'llC8eClinD and deliatea of the eonvention. The report wu 
adopted without am.ndment.-=[see the loumaL] 

On motion or Ma. 8TaONO, a committee or three was appointed to receive daily, the doings oj 
the. eonftlltion from the Secretaries, and to aee that t.liey were eorreetly prep8fed for pUbJi. 
cauon. 

Ma. Ia wlN or Pennsylvania, submitted the fo~ reeolution: 
ReiOlt~etl, T\.;t a committee of llve be appointed to mquire and report ~ the effect 

of the ties and obligations or free-masonry upon the commerce and revenue of tho Uwted Stat.e~o 
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. Ma. Iawnr, In IIJbmiUiJig this reeolution, laid, that ll tha lnhmation which he had reeeind 
Cll the IUbject were correct,~~~~~ and piracy were favollnld by the tendency of the lllUOJiic 
abli£atlou, and ~ty often iiliowii to lllll8tera and commanders of v-w, wliowcremembera 
ofllie fraternity. The Subjects of COIIIJDel'ee and revenue, and of em~, had oecujlied the 
aueolion of all our statesmen ; and this iDquiry might l8811lt in facts, wllidi would call for the 
colllideration of the national legislature. 

The reeolution wu agreed -to; and k wu referred to a committee, of whom Ma. I& WIN ia chairman. . 
Ma. .AD.a111, of MaM&CbUBetta, ~ted a eommunication &om Samuel G. Anderton, ad

dnued to the eon.vention, the object of which wu to confirm, in the most 110lemn manner, the 
ll'uth of an affidavit which he 10me tiple ago r.-ve, on the eubjeet of the all~ honid oaths and 
obligations of~ and of certain enomutiea committed under their inluenee. Before the 
Jeuer waa read ~ Ma. RVGGLU moved ita reference to a committee, to consider whether 
it was a proper letter to be read. The reference wu aeeordin«<y made; and Ma. Ruaans ~ 
Rqllelltlj reported fil.vourably to ths leading, and, at a still later hour, in favour of putting the 
leUer on the journal&.-[h wu 110 ordered. and the letter will be found in the appendix to the 
JOIII'IIaL] 

Ma. Ova TaXI VI eubmitted the following re10lution, which, after objections to ita expediency 
by Ma. Sw.na, Ma. W .&J.Jtaa, and Ma. M'CvLLoca, waalaid on the table for the p~nt. 
~ That a commi.Uee be a_ppointed to eonllider and report the moet expeclient time, 

!lllee. and manner, for mekine: nommationa of candidatea for t.he o111ces of hasJD&XT att4 
\TJc&.PusJD&XT of lAc Utaitiil 8t111t1. . 

Ma. MlnnJ,asw .aua; of Pennsylvania, euggeated the convenience and pro})riety of the d~e
gation &om each state Bitting together in the convention. Questions mig)it ariae, upon whicL it 
WOIIld be desirable for the delegates of a state to consult together. 

Ma. M'Cuuoca objected to this arrangement, coaaidering it improper, and calculated to 
biter leCt.iooal 01' local views. . 

At the inatanee of Ma. ·HoPKINS, the eubject wu postponed tor the present. · 
Ma. Swau1 of New-York, offered the followinc resolUtion. 

· BuGit~ul, T.bat a eommittee be raised to inquire mto the pecuniary circumstances and situa
tion of the fiunily of Capt. William Morgan, and to report what measures, if any, should 'be 
adopted for their eu 

r,Ja. Suraxa, o~lvania, thought that this conveution, aa ~had nothing tO do with 
the family of Capt. Morgan. The abduction and murder of that individual1 did not constitute 
the balil of ant.i-IDIIIIODl'J'. That waa perhaps a providential circumatance m ita fil.vour. The 
~ and ~ of the convention in regard to free.Dl8110Ill)', abould be coolly and 
dilpus1onately coilducted. This reaolution would tie looked upon as mtended to inJiame the 
~ and paaaiona, rather than to appeal to the judgment ; to excite the sympathies, rather 
than open the eyes, of the people, on the eubjeet ofmaaolll')'. 

ML Swan Said, he bad not offered the re8olution for the~ of exciting the public feel
ing, nor of ad~ to the excitement which already existed. He thought the inquiry, however, 
due to the cauae m which they were engaged, and to which Captain Morgan felf a martyr. 
His wife waa of feeble constitution and needed eupport. Many gentlemen in New-York liad 
fiOII~ted to it; and he thought that the eubjeet wu worthy of i.he eonllideration of the con-
\'eiiUOo. . 

Ma. Run, of New-York, could not perceive that the resolution wu calculated to lead the 
public mind astray. If the family of Captain Morgan had no more claim to our eupport than 
othen, they bad to our ~pathie& Some states h8d given something to the relief or· thiil dia
treeaed fauiily ; others hild not ; and he 118811led to be of the opinion, ihat the object wu one 
lrOrthy of the attention of the convention. 

Ma. M'CuLLoca, of New-Jeney, said that the object of the convention wu to prevmt future 
miechiefa &om the inJiuenoe of free..maaonry and not to remedy the put. He eonllidered the 
IUO!ulion u Quixotic. 

Ma. &uow, of MaaaaehUBetta, observed, that individual contributions for the support of 
Captain Morgan's wife and ilmily, had beens·nn to a considerable amount : they coUld and 
1rOWd atill be reeorted to. It woUld' be trave out of the way tbr this convention to take up 
the lllbjeet. . He hoped that the reeolution woul not prevail. 

Ma. W .&Loa, ot Maaaachuaetts, thought it inexpedient to adopt auch a reeolution. Great 
lflllpathy has justly been felt for the fate of this ladj''s husband, who luu:l fallen a martyr in a 
IIIOet gloiioua cause. His name had been immortaliZed. But it would be more proper for a 
~ eonvt~:~tion, atill more uational, to take U.P this eubject. Great burdens, a peat &aAlri.fice 
oC time and money, had been and would be mcurred by thoee who came to this eonventton. 
Aa an individual, he hoped that the fkmily would receive eupport. In MuaachUBetta, aome
t.hing had been done. Be had no fear of excitement; but he hoped that the resolution would 
~ d . ! 

M':Coon, of New-York, had made it his buaineaa to become acquainted with the famiJy · 
of Captain Morgan. He had witneaaed their diaa-: he had Witneailed the withdrawal &om 
them of all'IIIIIIOIIic aid. The question was, whether this convention, aa a 'body, would come 
forward 1 He hoped, howner, that the quesUon would be waived for the present. 
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The raolution was rejected. · 
Ma. TAYLOR, o( New-York, moved the tbUo~ re110lution : 
Ruoloetl, That a committee be appointed tO make inquiry as totheintiuenceof~masonry 

on the public pre~~~, and whef:ber it De expedient to adopt. anr meuuree, in re~ thereto. 
ML ToDD, oC. PeDDSylvarua, ealled Cot the reasou which mduced the gentleman UoJil New

York to oiier this resolution. 
ML T ATLoa said, he could riot be expected tO go largely into att exptaliation of hiS. own 

.-olution at thia time • but as an honourable gentliman had requested it, he would e~ a 
few views upon the subject, although he was aware, that. in touching the public preea he Should 
meh a hornet's nest. ' 

ft was my fortune, said Ma. T. t.o reside near the place trom which Morpn was taken, 
and to learn the ClOUI'ISe pursued by'the presseS in that seetion oC country, as well u the course 
which the public press lias taken, upon the general subjeet ot ~inasonry. And I am bound 
to say, Cor 1t is a fAct, that in those parts oC the country where I have lleen particularly ac
quainted, the press has been muzzlea by free-masonry: 1 do not say it was always lllncll!l by 
tree-masonry j though in some cases I kriow it has bllen 110. Ditecdy ot iridirec:tly, Uee-nlaaonry 
has controllea the press. 

The conductors of the periodical pa)l4!rs have been kept under an itUluence ariaiJi&' &oin the 
power o( ~tronage. Tlie (eat oC losmg patronage hu paralyzect-the preaa. There are othel' 
causes whlrh have Oj>erated to a very great extent. The p~ not actually condueted by ma
aoua, ha:ve· been· DillZZied by friends, by the inftuenCf! oC individuals belonging to the itittitution; 
iDeomucb that· tho Caets in relation to Morgan's fate, have~ tothiaJiay, had a generalcircu
!ation. . I know that to thiaverydaf, manypeoplo~a~, f:hro~ this ISaDitl inftaence, bee!' ~e~ 
~gnorant oC all that has transpired m ~elation to this inStitution. I do not now a&)' that· 1t u m 
OW' power to do any !hing U.JlOn tho .subject, and therefore the reaolu~on is cou¥.·. in !fU~ 
language as to leave 1t Cor tlie comm1Uee wreport what may be expedaent. But. 1t 18 WI than 
the ltnowledge and recollection oC all or many, that papers have beciD muzzled, and their inJiu
ence para!~ t and it seomiJ to me proper tliat this convention should do IIO!nethin«; thou£h 
it is not my wisn to encroacll upon the rights or the committee appointed Cor laying oat tlie 
business or the convention. 
· Ma. HoJ:KIN~l &om New-York; said, that h~ wu not now ~.· . t.o lay bef'o~ the oon
~ontion, at ~eaguJ, the views which be should entertain upou thii subject. But· tho ocicaaion 
ealled upon bini now tO ail.y, tlW, in his oPihloD, no more itnportant or legitimate IUbject el con
~deration could oome before tho convention. Sir, said the Speaket, the question or the publiC 
~in this country, is. virtually the question oCJiublic liberty. 

Whoever will refer to the history oC ibis nation Cor the ·put, may perceive that the conduct 
.oC the periodiCal press in relation to maaonry, ill a phenomenon ; a case enlirely now and pe
culiar. Frona the beginning oC all our reoolleetions until thia· moment, thete liu !lever ~n 
any other ease of an outrage, any way oouiderablo, that has not been resounded·in the pub
lic pa~ from one end to tho otlier o( this inlmense empire. Every aeeidental death,· every 
riot, or bur!tlary; and especially eVe:ry mUrder, is eaugbt up; and eireulated with· eager dili
gence. Take a recent exam_ple. 

A proll!late banktr from England runs away with the money oC those Who had trusted him, 
and liad'eali~!C in a remote comer otth11 South. His injured Creditors CoUinv and CU'1'elt him, 
~d briBe h!m to ~ew-:V ork, ~ch is not exactly .according to legal CO!ID. But in his artest ~e 
18 treated With all unagmable debCilC}'; he· travelli like a gentleman-; arrived at New-York, he 11 
1~ ia a palac~ caressed and Collo'Ned ; is defended bV: the most eminent counsel ; · beoomelta 
subject or public mterest, and seta up on a great scale tor a ~ted man. Every eirewn
stance coneenring thii hue !Ugltive is resounded through the Union. All Ameriea ie io a ~ 
ment beeaUJ!II a ~way Englishman was unlawful!j, thoagh gently, and poaceably, carried 
(rom Gi!org~& to New-York. 

What was the case or William Morgan 1 I need not repeat partieulars. A tree Dl8ll--all 
·American ~-without any olfence against our laws,-;-is ~prisoned first as a df!btor, then 
as a Cel91J, 18 blmdColded and ~. bereA or all ~le aid from counsel or tiiende, and 
_finally made to disappear from tlie race oC this habitable globe. Many ofua who were in dis
tant parts o( . tho 8ta!A7 cart recollect h~ 1101110 indirunct I'IIDIOIII'I o( a man being t.alml 
ott I remember heanng that aomo affidavits had been published in a siDgle western paper. I 
_sought for information in Ne~-York, but could find none; for some months, I could not learn 
wluit had taken place. 

Here, then, was a ea8e where a man had bv unlawt\d violence tieen m~ taken trona 
friendS and Camlly, and the light oC day, and who remained unacoounteil Cor. It 18 itn~ble 
to itnagine a case or more deep and alarming interest. . Neither were the Caeta inaecealible. 
They were publtshed at the west: copies or that publication -were known to· be in the city ol 
New-York; and yet no paper in that city, or but one only, dared to allude to·the trallllaCUon, 
and but one or two in otlier parts oC the state. AU other papers alike, as if actuated by one 
l]lirit, or oontroUed by one power, kept an obstfuate, systematic, spell-bound silence. 

Tile people at large had no possible means to come at the taeta. If t,he:r heard 110me ftgtle 
J'I!R!Oiirs, could tHey lm?w that there was ever sneh a man as William Morgan 1 Had he t.liu 
clilappecirei! 1 Oh,· no I It was only the ravingl of some &ctioa.t people at theW 01t. .And while a 
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lew upor~e· and.tl1dlllael•ere cireulated, IUld then denied and ridieuled, met llooted dodt tiW 
Well e8tablialied tacta eould in no way be laid before the people. 

8 either '{VOuld c.lie Jfe.I*B deny· tl18 taetll. T~ey would neither, ill general, •:r that Morpn 
had, or had'lldt, b6ea takeJl away. Jt was aaystemohilence, dead uld'lllyster!OUI, and mini· 
featly produced by aome ~neral imd po~ cause. 

In saying thier I mean· n(!t tO reproich all our papers with criminal- oorulivanee. · Many were 
restramed by a Jll8f. tear ot the' order, and felt tlillt they had too Dlueh af stake. ~-~t 
hAve h:~eet.W~ to thl! publleation or autll.eatio fisetli, or lbigtic wiah· to publilb. ltut iM 
aocret of &ee-maaoory waa . upon them : they had reaeon to dread the conaequeneea·of 
~ William Morgan, or his abduction or murder. 
It arty editor doubted ~hether a tree citizen hed·been 'riolently taken &om am~ men, and 

hidden wlie)'e' the Ultht of day1 and the hand ot cliarity, and the conaolations of ftielida eeuld 
never reo.oh him; why. ndl aeny the fact 1 Or why not demand' information, or ehallenge . . 1 
llli':; no 1 trnbl'blten· mtenee wa tlie COitlltulnd ot ftM.nlaabnry, aftd that command wu 
~ by very nearly all the old preeaea. ~nd in a eountry wliel'e not only the tale or el'llll' 
fugltiv~ fore~er, but or eyery atofen horse, ia sounded througlt the union, the papers ~ 
1111 ommous·liilence ~ the abduction, and torture, and murder of a man and a Citizen I 
r have alluded to tlie statAl of the J)J'A8el'in general·; and to thoee which are· situated in tlie 

'rill8lre and vicinity where Morgan lived, which were surrounded by men eoneented in the ~ 
duetl'on; Go now to the' pre-& under the patronage of ~vemments. Go to the state pa~ 
of New.. York ; a paper $joying a legal monopoly to a llinitl!d extentt and in part aum)orted· 
by the publit; a· paper 1hiin these· eall8e8 deriving great confidence among the peopfe, llllld
tlierefore bowld to a: certain degree of truth and impartiality in pub~ taets. Wlille thaC 
pa!ier, like others, is lllled witln»tices of every aet of violence from Maiile to Arllanaaw, die 
abduetion and murder of Morgan seem alone to be unknown tO the Albany Argue.· 

Where then do tlte peo)lle or these Unitl!d States atiuld 1 Let ua open our eyes to 'riew ov 
real eondit.ion ; ~ it ia thig: 1'h~ is a power in this collntry wh1eh em\ impmon men and 
lake life without law. When it doea ~ the laws are incompetent to pullish, aiid the pl'ell too 
much enslaved ·to announlle the fact. Apinst that powe_r we ap~ to· the people: our noble 
ftieJ!da ill thti w•t of New~ York began that appeal 'H.'der inflmte ~ Oftlee; 
lllld the~ were masonic,.ariclwere ~ea to· the outft«e • the ~ would ei!cula~ 
no inlbrtnatton;. when· meeti~~g~ ~re ·announced, the do0r8'w.e doc;d.apinst· t.1um there, u 
was attempted nere in Philadetpllia. • 

I had not intended to take' up tbcr time o( the eonventiOI't ; the lllibjeet CIIJM abruptly UJIO!' 
me, llnd I could· nat tbrbear mentioning some of the tbpics which often press upon my miDd. 
Tlie govemment or a eecret' alld self-elected body of men is no rilore repa6lican, illougll it may 
preserve the tbrms, than the gotoel'llltlent of the Mamelukea of Egypt. It is no more a real 
government of the people ·dual was the Roman Empire when cteereea; m the name of the senate 
and people, were ilsued by an A~ua, a Nero, and ll Caligpla. Or what use is fteedom ot 
llction when we are deceived'as to ihe motives or action 1 or what · bedellt are 'VOtes· to us, 
when we are kept in n~ ignorance of the filets ..thieli should govern thelll? 

Do the people of tliil co~cry at aH ~ this wonderful taet~t Ete&t and Sagna& 
crimes have been committed, which cannot be published except· by eetab'lilliing new p~ 'I 
The taetli have never yet been pabliahed by the majority of the papers ill the eta~ in N.
york. In moJ;e distltllt plaeea not· a word is said of the me:tter1 or oruy 801ilething to lllilltlld 
and betlily. There· ia a power among us- which can steal, aD4 imprillon, and mUrder· merq 
which aaaerta the right to do lio ; *hiC'h defenck the ~tratore from a COiiunon fund ;· whteb. · 
brings thertl otr from trial by triumphant acquittals ; aWl Which can then auppre~~~ all geli«al 
know!~ of the tile_~ exCept whm new preaes are established. . 

Let these presses ran, established as they ha~ been bv immenae aacrificea i. .Jet the JllaaeiiM 
pross:ea reatune their_ empire} then name the crime whieli -~ cann:ot IJIUelY commit; llild 
l.ell me what the public can 1earn, exbejit by permission of the lodges? • 

I ask gentlemen to follow Up this s1i'bject 1n their minds, and see where 111880111'1 may BOt 
strike, or what ia tllirlimit to 'her poWer7 '\Vitb power over the~ she has the control of 
charaCeer as well as of life. Slle may lltrike any member of t1iia eob~l\tion · ~ conoen.l 
ealumny: She has boasted of t.hi8 })OWer in speeclles; and llhe bears it in lier obligat.ion& I 
bave 11o doubt but IIWOnry has erie(! down tile ehaiaetel'e, and broken the heart& of many 
honest men, who never knew the cause. Thus ~ tbmme, and charilcter are held by the sur.. 
ferance of &~IDIIIItlnry. Go before the people, and you ha~ no remedy except by thle ~ 
Masonry at this mOibent controls the aourees or intbrmation o1"er the fhr gt'eater part . o( the 
Union. 'l'lie people know just What llhe ~ts them to lmo'». 
. Why need {'repeat the truism, that th•li~f ot the prea11 is the palladium of libea<ly. f It 
18 the iOLJ£' pa3llllfium:-lio8'1' Z'BPBATICAL~T It' ~ 80.. • • . • 

Wlty, th6J1; sboultl not all good men jom u m this cause 1 Ja 1t dented t.Ita the Jlftl8 11 
~hackled 1 Cc i,nlpud~ pretend that it is ~~ thus ahaclded in ft!VOUI' of m~ ~J«'c; 
J~1 Are n&t' dieie dftbrta or ours made to set 1t ike 1 'Doell not llllliOlll1' ~ m 
the ltnowted21' of &.eta, Vlb;ich no human audacity em\ now deny to be true 1 . 

In th6·aneleat republiet, m J1ome and Athens, and other he itatA!e, the derncJeReyc.....w.i 



U0U111J the Corum, Uld the adYOea&ea of liberty ~ her caUM, before free nation&. But 
11ave you any orator here to gather together our millions from Milaouri to the main 1 Have 
;you any INCh forum 1 The Jll'eD wields the argument and persuasion of this age. It is only 
by thia; tha.t the wise and gOod can bring their eounsels home to the JM!OPle. Take trom the 
~its h'berty, and you leave with maaonry the power to strike and . to- overawe whom she 
1ri1L Leave 118 in the banda of maaonic magistrates, aheriffil, jurors, witneaaes, and judges, 
and oC a mUonic ~ and then what ia public liberty worth, and how far are we removed 
&om delpotilm 7 Who that ia not a IIIIIIOll, will not feel that he is a lllaYe, and act ac
~7 

I muJ. hope, air, that the resolution will pre'f'SiL 
Mr. Tnu, from Connecticut, 1'0116, not to go into the consideration of this question gene

rally, but simply to state some f'aet.s within hia own knowledge, as to the state of the press in 
that JliU" of the country in which he resided. Said the sJ16aker, there are ei,ght newspapers 
publiShed in Hartford, where I live; and }'lit, it ia impossible to proeure the 1naertion of any 
thiJ!&' ·regarding ~DIIIIIODrf in any one Of them. except in one recently eatabliahed by the 
antJ.-maaon&. I select one fact. 

Mr. Whittl-y, of Middletown, lately 1'6IIOUIIUd free-masonry, and under circumstances 
calculated to make a deep imp..-ion upon the pub~ mind, for he was in the last stage of 
life. I applied personally to the editor OC one of our newspapers, to procure the insertion of 
tha.t renunciation, but he refused. 

I addreued myaelf to one gentleman, whom I thought a very candid, honoureble man, the 
editor of another paJ;16r, but it was all in vain. I belieVe he woUld have been willi~% person
ally, to have had it inaerted1 but he dared not do it. He was so much under the in!luence oC 
maaona, in consequence of their patrolla(e. that he seemed to consider it unsafe. This is the 
cue, universally, in the state of Connecticut. No Mti-masonic intelligence can be inserted in 
any paper but one. To be sure, when some fine stories were circulated about the appearance 
of Morgan at Malta, and at Smyrna, the masonic editors inserted tlult, but not/ring eue. 

In the state of Connecticut, which the vanit}' of its inhabitants sometimes ealla the Athens of 
America there are hundreds and thoii8&Dds of our citizens who know nothing upon this sub
ject. They do not read the anti-masonic pa}lllr-for they are told tha.t it is a contemptible 
thing, set up by IIOID8 worthleas person frOm ~ew York: 'they are deterred trom taking this, 
and an the other pl:'elllea are muZzled, completely muzzled. 

I now content mnelfwith making one further remark. If the newspaperB of this country, 
-which ought to 6e fio-u- the papers of \his country had pursued their course and been 
really ~ I venture to ~ay there woUld have been very little need of our assembling in con
vention this day. No, Sir, the people would, ere now, have understood the subiect completely, 
and decided rigllt; for nothing more is necessary than to inform the people. The great diffi
culty ia, the want of diiiBIIlDinating information upon this subject. It does apJII'I'! to me1• that 
the resolution which has been oft"ered by the gentleman from New Y or.k, is an au-im-
portant one. -

Mr. WBlTTLiiiiiY, or ~ew York. This is a resolution of deep importance, and one upon 
which time may_ be spent profitably. What are the facts 1 William Morgan, a citizen of the 
state of New York, a free man, is seized at mid-day in Batavia, transported by relays of 
horses a distance of 150 miles, confined in a fortress of the .United States, and, a few days 
after, put to death I Thia was an outrage which neceaaarily required many agents i extensive 
milst have been the correspondence and concert, which camed into operation this high-handed 
oft"enee. It might have been supposed, that the whole people would- have risen up mdignant, 
and demanded punishment for the perpetrators of INCh an outrage. 

It would be auppoaed, that the press, the public press, trumpet-to~ as it has ever been 
in cases of crime o? tlais description, would have lent its powerful aid m the investiption; that 
it would have put forth, in animated language, its detaliB, and joined the public m requiring 
at the hands of the perpetrators, vengeance and punishment, for the blood of their victim. 

· In that whole section of country, ~pulo118 and well infonned as it ia, and !lbounding in 
P,l'e1861, there was, for months, but ~ a1ngle. preu found that ~ to tell the tale .iJ!ut one 
·ilingle preaa dared to oft"er a word m relation to the fate of this unhappy man I w ben re
quests were made for the insertion of infonnation, th01111 who made them wer'e inlul!ingly 
refused. I Jmqw some faeta in relation to this transaction, and I will mention one. In the 
village of Rochester, where I reside, an editor, a member of the society of friends, ventured to 
aay, that he tho~t it not quite right, to take a man th118 awar and put him to death, and if 
they had done it; as represented, there ought to be a legal investigation. When this moderate 
article appeared in this print, a knight templar, a treasurer of Monroe encampment, or bearing 
eome ~li ofi!ce, rushed. into .hia o~. ordered h!s adv~rtisements out of the paper, ~d the 
pa{l!!lr diacontJ.nued;statmg to the publisher, that, if he did not retract, more than half hia sub
IICrlbers would take the Banle course. He then went to a royal arch maaon, and boasted that 
he had shut the quaker's head. ·I grieve, for the honor ofth8 press, that the editor did .recant. 

Another fact :-1 was myae~ at that time, the conductor of a public paper, and ventured to 
aay, that the f'aet.s Ollllht to be given to the public. I was met, privately, bf the minister, 
under wh01111 teaching 1 had been sitting, and who was also a kniglit tempJar m Monroe en
campment.. ~e told me, as I valued my reputation, my living and c:haracter, not to meddle 
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wlth f:bat ~abject.. Be laid. the ~ ,_ powerfal, they ,.. my Mead~; ad 11aq hi4 
ID &hell' handi, the-.. of my nun. 

Sir, there is no~ a fact in the whole couree ot this ou&rqe, llCK a fact in the whole ~ oE 
the traMac&ion 80 alarmiDir. u thia forced llilence of &he ..-, muzzled, abaclded, and Ui!u- · 
eneed by the hmni~y. We fel~ i~ to be eo, and we have u a hea'fJ' ~ ll&abiUbecl 
p~ for the ~ purpoee of givmc publici~y to lacU, ilr in no other way could &hey 
leach the public eye. And I venture -to aay, that nineteen out of twent)', of an the anu
muonic p..- now in operation, have been CCIIIIIb'&ined to give publicity to this mauer, 
or have bien u&abliahed expreuly forcrE; of the old ~in Now York and tho 
eaetern ata&ee, not ten have oven et o their eolumns in anr. JDallller. 

Last winter tho repor~ of a pudi~ o was made to tho 1~ of the state; an o8icial 
document entitled to high credit. Yet that report never aw the light, through tho col\1111118 
of our public pre!!~ in any of tho large towns and cities of our state, ot in very Cew if any. 
Thoro was ecarcoly a ,._ IbM dare give publicity to tha~ document, -tioned ps i~ wu liy 
~ of&cial authority, except lho ~ Of an anti-maeoDic dlaract.er. The history of tiUa 
t.riais, where free..lii&IODI pu~ u defiance tho power of tho l&w; where wi&n- reAIIOd to 
answer after being awom, aud triumphed · in tho - of their obstinacy; IbM history hu 
oever been publillled in the public pa__pon, except by those which are anti-muonic. Ougti~ not 
aueh facta to arouee our ci&izens? BUt me&DI mut be found to make &he Ca.cts mown; and 
when Jmcnm, the filets alouo would dOIDODitrato the importanee of thia enquiry. 

Mr. ToDD, of P~lvanis, aid that he had not Clilled for tho rouous m tavour of this 
reaolution &om any hoBt.ility to it. Be had thoudlt that lle&'hape the ~ect wu embraced in 
tho duties of another committee. Be wall deciiledly in &-,.ow: of tho inquiry, which he con
sidered a !ert im~t one. Tho first illfurmation that he lied received in rolaUon to Morpa 
wu, that he was m Canada attoDding a bar ; then that he wall at Smyrna, wearing tho turtiiaD. 
and afterwards that he wall among our lndiaDI, wearing tho breech-cloth ; and next IbM ht 
waa on lhi~ Thi8 was tho kiild of mformation whiCh. we received, and all that we couJ4 
get. This cireumst.ance more than any other induced him to take a stand. When he cune to 
feam the real &ruth, it wu IbM whieli changed his opinion of ~· Be conaidored IbM 
tho rights and liberties of his fellow-citizens wore in danger ; and he wu b inquiring into the 
state o( the public prea, with a view to tho adoption of me&IUI'OI for their ~toctioo. 

He t.hOUgtlt, if the public pre. wall 80 completely Wlfir CODtrol, that an individual could be 
taken awa7, ~ one hundred and My miles, and then mwdored, without a poaihility 
of the l'ublic arrivmg u tho tlactl, it W.. time for tho people to be up; and if there wu now a, 
reaoluuon which woUld reach this sub~ he would give 1lil right band in filvour of it. 

Ma. RvooLu could not suppre11 his feelinp on this subject. Tho king of France had fallon 
a Yictim to his oft'ortl to mazZre the pi'OIL And should tho flee - of liberty Mtempt to do 
what kinp htd tailed to do 1 A &etiou in Now-York had tried to muzzle tile prea. This 
waa a mortifying fact. POIIDIJ'Ivania had sympathized with us on the occuion : Ud tho rest
lution ollgh~ to tie adopted. 

Ma. PBaLPa rejoiced that tho resolution had been thus introduced. Be hoped it would be 
agreed to, without waiting Cor tho coJDDiittoe, of which he- ehainnan, to bring forward 1M 
subject. . 

Ma. BorL~AV1 or PeJIIIIrYiftllia, said that he approved the aentimentl ~by the~ 
tleman who 1184 addre-1 tho chair, but he dilapJ)roved tho manner which had been adopted 
in shewing the approbation of tho convention. "Tha~ manner wu too li_ght. I~ wu tooiho
atricaJ ; too mucli like the practice of tho British parliament in apJIIauding their •peak• by 
~ ~ ~. '-• '-1 If we indulge in thi.l elapping of our hands when we approved, 
we !!Ught begin to hiD whM we disliked. · 

Tho PauaDUT reminded tho gentleman, that this wu not the que~ti.on before ~con
Vention. 

Ma. Cooa:a, ofNow-York,said it had been his fortune to be located within aevenmilesoftho 
tragic ground alluded to;. tha~ there wu a newspaper publiahed in tho village whore he nt~i· 
dod, IX!ited by a ro~l arch lii&IOn, and another printed in tho amo county, aJeo edited by a 
royal arch mason. It would be recollected that tho abduction took place in tho modh of 
&Ptember, and althouah the man wu carried within four rods of the place whore he liept ; 
anil though he had at tliat time u many tacilities Cor learning such facti u any other penon, 
happening at ·IbM time to be poatmuter, ye~ fi:om aU tho papers that eamo to his of&ci, with 
tho exception of Miller's from Batavia, tliere wu not an mtllllation of this event. It Wll not 
known at Lewiston by the uninitiated, IbM he had paaed throu(h that Place. till tho Dlcom
ber Collowing. 'l'ho editor of tho JI&P.U.P.ted u Lewiston neited tfae mSgazine, IUJl did 
then examine tho interior waJll of the building, to - if tho martyr had let\ any Dllll'b, by 
which it could be lmown that he had been CODfined in IbM builcliD«. · 

It Willi not, then, Cor want of informatiou IbM these tilcts Wl10 witliheld. ·rho editor or tho 
Loekport paper wu aJeo a rovai arch mason. Be w.ont to Nuagara to enquire aboutr,t~ 
a plaeo to dopoeit Morpn. It wa11 not for want of information that he did Rot publiah the 
filets. ThoiNi tu:e not &ctl ~ upon my own UIIOI'I.ion, but they tu:e recorded. 

Aa 1D}' trieud on the opposite 11do of tho house has just obeorved, there hu been a total de
parture from the uages of this country, u it rogarda ihil questioD. We often, nay dailyt
a chapter of accidea~ a ~luia turned Oftl', tiW a pndom&D'• collar-bone was bioan . 
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a lady injunJCI-..Itbat a •-1 hU . beeR ea}llized Uld 10 many drowone4. . All thela ~ are 
arraD.gecl for the public eye, but to what paper will you refer to tiDd die fiiiCta in relation t.o 
Williim Morg8n-:-ol' to acertain whether then- - enr IIUdla -; « thaL ncla a IIIIID 
wu ever abducted. It i8 only to thOIIII papel'll which haft powa up lliace ~t catutrophe
it. ia' to them we are indebted. 
· When the 18£&1 in't~OIII wwe C081JbeiiCed, it -IIJPPOIIfJI) thata.ehanael,... o~ 
throndl whit!hihe filets mipt be awle kRown; bat this~ tOo,- ahopther ~ 
and die dldil.tite could not reach the public eye. W a han fiMIIlclt Mill-still !ad, that nothing 
more is necei8Sr1 to·raise teelingll or ~tion, lhlln· limply to inConn the .P.U~ mind, by 
communicating the facta. When thiaiadoae, e't'el')' man is in die--. -y ot~oept 

· thoee who mat ba'9e submitted to the~ OIJreiDOnies ot he-IDAIODl'J. Where.er you 
extend a knowledge of the faelll, i~ ie·sudlcient to produce conviction. 

Ma. lkw AllDj tit New-York, made lleVeral remarks, the minutea or ~ it is pel'CeWed 
with regret, have not 8eoll preeened. He llllid that the ailcludion and murder oC Morgan were 
not the acta oC a few· miepided men. It llad been ~pa&ed in, or approved by •. at leut 
one hundred 111al10n& Morgan had fallen·a- martyr to the liberty of the~ In relation to 
the obli2ation of~. he said that one queation wu, whether one hiJndft!d thoaaand citi
zens af" the United States had taken an oath which would prevent them from bein2 im)IIU1ial 
jurors. When wae there such· a- question kl call forth the energies ot a free pre~~~l Where 
was there an editor who would dAl'e to ~ this tnlda 1 Be it ti'Ue or taJ.e, it. oap.& t.e be 
made kitoWil. . 

Ma. STIInn, oC PenMyl\'lllll~ was not diQoeed to OCCUPY. mucla oC the time ot the oon
\'ention, but he would take ooca8ton now, to allude to the ili1luenee of ~c obliptiooa, 
and masonic inftuenee upon the pree& It is !mown to -of the citiZ8IIII ot dl.e ""United 
Bt.atea,- portion, and a large portion of oar '-men have heud it. 1'1111101d'ed,-tba& there does 
aist in their midst, an institutton whOM aecre&s are o_peratillg u~ the welfare ol the com
munity, in plotting fuoee things which are not -~ with the. liberty or theBe States. 
ThOM freemen have delegated-a portion of their eitizeu Ullder the prot.eetioo or the law. to 
Meet in &Solemn C!lllncil, fiir the high ~ ot ia-upu.ag,. wlaether, in this flee laad, there 
do teally exist aecret treuon.s ;-whether, as they han heeD iJJdueed. to believe, there do uist 
aecret combinations of men, wn- coaatitution, compriaed ill their oatha, il iacousiltent with 

·~lftlt and ratiolW. libeny. It wall known thaf theM meri th1111 delegated - to meet 
m the city oCPbiladelpkia to iaake this im~t iDvestiption. It ia ~t to thoae who 
tre· ILiieua8d; it is- impoli&Dt to the man:r ini1lioDa of lreiaen, who are told that IAICh inmtv.
tion.s do- enat, that a fllir, and Cull, aa open iaqu.UY be bad in the Glee of day-dlat. the 
inquity shOuld eome to the ear ot a fair anil impu:tial j~ the people, that they IIRY I 
inveeaga~ the truth for themlelvea. And iC there h. tueliood, iC no luch institutiona exist, 
tr thOM who have made the allegation before the tribunal of the publie, have a&tam~ to im
polie ftlllebood for truth, and perjury fbr hODel& .W.oay it. is neoeaary that it should be 
bown in order that the aecuaed may be excul~, and tbt ~may cover thoee, who 
have thus improperly agitated the public mind. It true, it. ia right that thia great community 
should know it, &ncr~ apinat th4l mL 

Look at the operatton of tlie ~ I ask you, every man who bean me, wha& propor
tion oC the peopfe of theee United Btatlelf know dl&' lltlcli a: coafti!Ciou bas. dais day -milled 1 
Th•re is aCareelt a man in the aolltb. wbo knowa it, for tha papera haw·ne,... mentioned it. I 
will Tenture to dlrm, that not oaa fourdl part.ofthecitizeoa of &~lie intelligeM eity,-in wlaich 
this eonnntion waa· to -ble,-not one fourth oC the cia- ot tkia plaoe. eftll to tlle 
~nt momeM, know ehet you wve to meet Jaere,. or that you are DOW ia -wn. 

LOok at the public pa~ in the city of Philadelphia-end ::l' are ~ and cil'eu. 
1ated ; for it is a city oftatA!llieenoe, ua tbC ~ are Clllld . . with ability, &J)irit and 
power; and if there were not in inlluence operating, kildler than human curioaity, and hiper 
than is 1mown to the laws oC our land, would they 1110t iaTe given a kaowledge ot che ~ 
of such a convention be" about to .-ble, ~ when lOCh cbulea an all 
apiimt reapectable men; ~ in power. And why IB it eo 1 Look at the daily paJIOI'I' ora • 
City, and Where will you lbid one &bat baa aDDOU.IlCed the llimpla ilet--1 mU.e one horlourable 
exceptio'!; for I !lo :mew that the 1lu:l was llllllOaiiCed by OD8 paper in tkia city, nee. eWmiDc 
to b6 antt-1118M111c. 

Bllt, sir, luk, when, in a populoal city, tmb.nlcing huadreda · oC the_.. ot ll<iule-waea 
did such a COIITelltion ent meet, to deli~ for a nation•• lafe&y, dial abe public joumala. 
-~ the promotion of their own imerestl, did DO& _P.e their prOeeedinp Ciom day to day. 
and inl'orm ihe pablie; whethe!! they-~ ripl or wroar; aDd if Wl'OIII dinot the 
attention ot the eommunky to thtim, ana Ax the gaa ol the JNtiliG upoa diem. With one 
honourable exeeption-ueept in the liMe ot a; paper eltabliaheil upoa ami-masoniG Jl'011I1dl, 
there is not one, of· the whole oC this wortlly CIIRJlllt that aJil8UI to knew that you.exia J-tlOf. 
one that has the deaite or eurioaity to eee ~ or a wim; that thOM whom he il to~ 
should know whether thil body are eatitJ64. to fe1118C* and credit, for t.J.im~ diso101111n11 
which. they are about to make. But we prof .. to haft in hand matt~~r, w:llaeher w. or .lialae, 
whiGh. the public are entitled to know. And yet. the papen which l1ll'IOUDil you IN as lilent 
u~p~ . 

Thoae ~ fitctl; to show, tllat at lela t1ail di.eculioa ia not iapl'CIIIII'; u.& at 1111& a diao 
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eussien or this kind is atmo.t the only -- ot COIIIIIl~ the tacltl replliing-an inaiw
&ion which we deem dazuterous. I know that the public _pre- 011 die ot11er llidit, oow and 
then, instead of ~die facts, brand the efforts oC anu-~ wlth iufiamy. And 1 am 
'l«l"f to say, that: this-practice isnotccmfined to memben of the f~fWJio p>wm tile 
~ l,nicollect, aad1ately ~it, in an lllldnu deiWeJed before a _._blace 
m the westmr )liU't or thiS 11\ate, and DOW' ~lished in the ..-ic papen, where a leuDed 
juc~Je descended from ·his hid~ .mtion, to Dlab a claarp upoft eboeii who fwi ialJOQied .tlae 
anti-miUIOilic ca~ in wonfe like ~ "They pre&ell!l_ that the 1118C1'e&e or ~are 
before the CODUDumty, but/or themselves they are entitled to no credit, for it is the ·f'Uhion 
of the day in the party to which they belonc, to be IIIIOcialeCI with infamy, -and 1.hey.d-rve 
not to be publicly credited." 'This reminds me of another learned judge, from the.BIUDO city, 
who upo!l a late occas.ion declined to stand u a cudidate b Cones-- He 1lled ~e.uguap 
not 1888 disrespectful. If any thing is -caleula&ed to eut,d~t upon the tiatemi&y, not a 
word of it. is found in their papel'l. I know the ca11B8; the reasoneh&ve·been gi'fen why they 
muzzle the ~ ·They are, that eharges are made apinat the whole fratenu&y, for l!Olding 
principles, which eanction the execution of 'William Korpn. But let the people say whetber 
m fact they do not sanction such principles. Till the ~ fraternity do dieapprove or the 
act, and pronounce it UllllliUIOilic conduct ; till they intlict JDIUiqllie puni8hment OD ihe malefac
tors, it is right that the i_u}putation should be ~ before the pOopJe. • And I hope that all 
the people Will hear, and, more and more hear, that melancholy tra(edy IIICileCI, till it awake 
them to examination. I am wnrilling to injure the t'eelinp of --. in any .part of the 
country, but while they sanction that aet, I would~ lieiue them the glaoet ot that mur
dered martyr, in his blOody prments, though it ahoUld sear their eye-ball& 

The resolution Willi adopted. 
On motion ofMa. WBITTLIISitY, 
Ruoltlerl, That a CODUIIittee be appointed to ~eport to this -vention what judicial evidence 

exists as to the disclOIUrel relative to the maBOnic obligations. 
· An official list of the members, of their addreall, and boarding-houses, was ordered. 
The convention then adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 
Tuesday, Sept. 14. · 
At nine o'clock this morning, the convention ~bled at the l&loon of the MUiical FullCI 

Society. Prayer bv the Rev. Mr. Gotre, of Maaach-tts. 
ML CL ... u, ofVennont, from the committee to whom the resolution on the subject wu 

referred, reported that it wu not expedient to admit other pei'IIOIIB than membeN to take 
seats in Ule convention fot the purpose of participating in debate or voting; but that it wu 
expedient to admit them to aeats as honorary members. At tile suggestion of ·Ma. STI:Y&l(S, 
of"Pennsylvania, and other gentlemen, the report Willi amended 80 as to permit all honorary 
members to part.lcipate in debate, aDd honorary members from atates not here repre~ented, to 
vote as weD u debate. · 

With these.aDleDdmeBts, Ma. Duna, of Michigan, O{lposed the resolution, and urpcl the 
adoption of the ori£inal report. Ma. Tnu, ofC<>~ucut, expreaed his santiJnents in fa
vour of allowiDg alfhonorary members to participate in deba"", but not to vote. Ma. W.usaa, 
of Massa.chu.aetts, insisted up~m the propriety of admitting the hoii01'&J'Y members ftoom states 
not represented, to the priVilege ol Yoting. Ma. Rvoous, of Massach11B8~ conlidered it 
improper for the convention to take upon itsdf the power ·Of appointing delegates for the 
slate. not represented in it, and thought it wrong to admit honorary meriibers at alL Ma. 
SL ... nt~, of Vermont, wu.op~ to the admiasion of ·h~ members from the states 
represented in the convention. Ma. WBITTLIISU, of New-York, said that this body had no 
right to add to or diminish the number of its members. 
~he resolution wu then again amended 80 lUI to admit all honorary members merely to ·the 

privilege of particiP.Lting in debate. 
ML ST..:n:xa said, that he should vote for the resolution as amended. This COilvention had 

come ·here without any 8))6Ci1ic powers; and it was not without a precedent in the admilsion 
of honorary membel'l. The first anti-maac1nic conventien in Pe11118ylvania bad admitted an 
eloquent aild learned gentleman from New-York [Mr. Whitt!~] to' a-t, and had invited 
bini to partici.Pilte in Its debates and deliberations. This he had done to the great advantage 
of the caUBe. Here was an illustrious precedent. In the couree of his observations, Mr. 8T&· 
Y1urs expreBBed the opinion that there was no danger, by the admillion of hon~ members, 
ofany.maaon attempting to take a seat among them. The·fratemity consisted pnncipally of 
honourable men, tak:en apart from their masonlc mysteries, ties, and obligations ; and he bad 
no_apprehension that any evil could result from the adoption of the resolution. 

The resolution wu accordingly agreed to. 
Ma. Lui»J..U from North Carolina, Willi admitted lUI an honorary member. 
Ma. PLPIT Mu .. cx, of Maaaach11B8tts, and Ma. CRULl\& Suaa, of New-York, appeared 

and took their seats,~ the whole number of the conyention 105. 
·Ma. WBITTUI&T, of New-York, from the committee appointed to report a sucoinet and 

lucid account or the abduotion and inunier of Captain William Morgan, and of the conduct 
and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and ileverally, to prevent the conviction· of 
!heir more pliOIIIinont fellow DIIUIOIII conCeriled in that abduction and murder, nbmitted a 41e-
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· tailed zeport on each branch of the inquiry, which ooeupied abolt~aa hour. ill rwling. (See it 
among tfae publiahed reporta.] 

Wlien the reading of the report wu ~eluded, Ma. S&lu.ao, of New-York, roee, and said, 
that it wu an exCeedingly mt.ereaW!g dOCWilllllt; and as it would be eome time·betoreit 
would be printed for the 11111 or the members, and, as obeerved yesterday, the news.P.'P:r pre&~ 
wu muzzled. he would mon that it be laid on the table for a da:y or two. It might be read 
by any member ; and, if any proJI.O!Iition ahould grow out of it, It might be diecuaeed. He 
eipreleed hit hidl ee1111e of tho ability and patience which the commiu.ee had exhibited in the . 
pre.JIU&tion of die report. · 

Ma. Coon of New-York, e.ddreaed the chair in support of the report. [The importAnee 
and n.riety ";/the matter introduced by Mr. Cooke, make the Committee unwilling to publiah 
hia remarks from the imperfect notes they poeees& In order to gi..-e time to recei..-e hit correc> 
UOIII, from a diatanee ol 500 miles, hill speech IIWIIt neceaarily be postponed, and will appear 
at the end of the debates.] 

Ma. MI:I.IUc&, from M&.achueette, wu in fa TOur of the aoceptanee of the report. I consider 
it, said h~ an able and aatiafactory upoaition of the whole l.rall8aetion, c:ommencing with 
the COIUIPJl'IICY, going through with .the abduction, and concluding with the eftbrta mil.de to 

. puniah the actors in that CODSpiraey. The facta which are stated there I, believe to be true-
the evidence that the public han been put in ~on o~ is eu11icient to satisfy any reason· 
able mind that they are 110. The statements which have been ·made just now, by the gentleman 
hom New-York, (Mr. Cooke,) are entitled. in my judgment, to equal confidence. The facta 
have been suhmit.ted to the alembie of the COIIIIlllt.tee, and the sUbject has had ample justice 
done it. 

It is right and proper that acta like those which terminated the life of a fellow-citizen should 
be well understood t;y the whole community ; that the transaction ehould be minutely detailed. 
It has been done. TIUI report ahould be spread beCole the community. It should be read and 
examined. 

I deem, sir, that when we have embodied theee &.ete-that when this convention are saf:ia. 
Aed that the fiu:ta in that report are true, they have done all that is neeeasary upon that point. 
Sir, the convention may then be better occupied than in going again into further details upon 
this subject. . Let us reoolleet that, unpardoiaable and intoleraDle as the abduction and death of 
·Morgan are, still 1/uy are not anti-masoary. That event lies not at the foundation of this 
question. It wu an event, in the course of Providence, which brought men to thinlt and act. 
In the progress of~ it has enabled many individuals to east froin then! the ahaekles of a 
mo!Uitrous imposition.- They have cut then~ oft"; and in resolving 1o do eo, there are princi-

. pies of high moment involved, upon which this whole people are aJao to act. Let us then~ 
beyond that transaction in the western part of the state ofN ew-York, and act upon principtea . 

'wliiM are to give cohesion to the anti-masonic party-not cohesion merely, but triumph. 
We are not assembled to try the male&.etons oftlie state of New-York; that matter belongs 

··. to her tribunals; and if, from the obstructioM thrown in their way, they have been unable to 
a.ccompliah it, our eft'orta, however high or earnest, cannot produce the eft"eet. Enouah has 
been already_done in the way of discussion and report& here, regarding the foul acta of tlie con
apiraton of ,New-York, whiCh terminated in the death of that martyr. A long, as well as Sid 
~uiem has been chanted to his memory. Let it pa111 from this convention to the ~pie, to be 
kept up by them as they aee fit. 

Sir, I nave said all that I. wiehed to say· I wished merely to throw out an admonition, not to 
ree:ard the con.spiraey in New-York as the~ of anti-masonry, or as developing ita principles. 
Tliey are to be found by an investigation of the very character of the institution itael£ And 
though I question not, that in the west, along the borders of ita lakes, there have been deeds done 
which llhciuld not be named exeept in the pit of darkness, yet it is for us, to travel far beyond 
them-to enter at onee upon the principles of our future action. We ehould regard the past, sir, 
but as the origin of the eft"orta which we are now to make. 

Ma. M&n.&u, of New-York, moved to lay the report upon the table. He, too1 complimented 
the ability with which it wu drawn up. Tlie fileta stated in it were, he was satisfied; all true ; 
but it WILli desirable to aseertain whetlier they were all such as ought at present to be taid before 
the public. To give a little time for reflection, he was desirous that die report ahould be 
laid upon ·the table : which wu BC!XIrdingly ordered. . 

Ma. W no, of New-York, from the committee appointed to ~ when, where, and 
for what purpoee fi:ee.masonry wu first instituted ; where it has flourished most, and what 
is the probable number of the fraternitY. in each country where it exists, made a report. 
(This Will be found among the reporta in this volume.] . This report was laid upon the 
table. 

The convention ad~ to meet again at 4 o'clock, at which time they reaseembled. 
Ma. CvaT&NIIJ11 of New-York withdrew a resolution oft"ered b;r. hiin on a preceding day, 

relative to the nommation of candidates for President and Vice-President ofthe1Jnited States. 
Ma. WatTTL&S&T ofNew-York, renewed the resolution of Mr. Curtenius. 
Ma. Pa~;LPe, of Massach11111tta, said he was in favour of the reaolution. · A strong feeling 

eeomed to exist on this subject. He hoped that a committee would be appointed to Consider 
c.bia subject, and give the reasoiUI for or agaiMt a nomination. · 

' Ma. JoN&s, of Pen~Lt~yiT&nia, said he ho~ that DO such resolution would pea He be-
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lieved that a' thial time no II1Ch committee mould be appoint.el:l. The tima had not yet come. 
Our southern and weetem brethren were not. }'et with 111. We were not yet the repreKilt&
tiYW of the majority of the State& The peojile had not iutrueted -., and did not expect us 
t.o .act on this Subject. When the people wanted a I)O!IIi•cion, they would elec& delept.ea for 
thJB ezpreee PlJJ'P088! · · 

Ma. SawuD1 of New-York, aid he wu one of th01e who would be pleued t.o ha.e anti
maaonic candidatee for the PreaidiiJlCY. "He lhoukl alao be pleued t.o lia.e llllllh candidates 
10cceed; .but he likewiae ~t that~-wu necesaary. He believed that it wu not. 
ex~ent now t.o make· the nOIIWII&ion. The termination of the B&at.e elecciou micht. alter ma
t.erially the upeet of aft'airs. 

Ma. Cvau••ve, of Nw-York, said he was in~ of one tllet which wu lldlicien& 
t.o convince e~ mind,· that anti-muona mould ha.e eandidatee of their own at a proper 
time. He held m hia hand a pap« eonteining evidence relative t.o the election of a late can
didate. This evid811C8 ill tioni a muon living in the ltate of New-Hampllbire, and it ia this: 
-" Thll.t 111811008 had come t.o a det.ennination that no man but one who 'had cakea t.be higher 
degrees of JDaiiODry mould ever ~ be President of these United State~." . 

Ma. laWJif, of PeBD87ln.nia, oft'ered an amendment, that there be an immediate nomiaa-
tion. This amendment was loet without debate. · 

.Mtt. Sunlfs, of Pennsyl't'&Dia. Sir, I think it my duty t.o give my reuons why I think 
the reeolut.ion ought t.o preVail. I know that upon tftia subject a very deep in&ereet 111 felt ~ 
111011t people of the eta&e of PennJylvania ; and r think it. all-wportant, that an inqiUry oC thiiJ 
kind ShoUld be entered into. . 

In my humble opinion, if we now aeparate, without. caking 101110 means t.o ell:pl'8lll our ,qeWII 
upon tliia mbjeet, we haTe not only met in T&in, but woree than in T&in. It Will give a blow 
t.o the spirit or ant.i-muonry, and a stamp t.o the whole cauee, which you will not eUily repair. 

It. il known t.o many, and I a.er, that, though I believe muonry t.o be injurioue tQ the CBUM 
oC religion, it ia also made t.o operate Wlth more peculiar force upon our political inetit.ut.ionl· 
and we have thmlfore a right t.o submit the subject t.o the people, lor their direction. I 
~~but. one way that they can fairly upres1 tlieir 118Jlt.imente, and that is, by the eleet.i.e 

IC we take thia eourae, I know it will be eaid that thia ia a ~lit.ical eon.ention. Thia will 
be the clamour of our opponentl; but. I regard their clamour as I would regard the idle winds. 
We are to be governed-tiy what we beline t.o be the will o£ our conetituenl& We lhoulcl 
take «;ot11188l of our friends, and not of th011e who are arrayed in hoetility againar. ua. 

Now, although thia tlOUTention il not. etrictlyfor political~ alone, yet, in my humble 
estimation, there ia no way by which fOil can ma"k:e the muonic fraternity feel and tremble, 
except through the mediuni of the eleeUon& IC we come here for the purpoee of diacuesiJig 
and aeVIloping freemaaon;y, without taking 1101110 eft'ective ID8&8Urell t.o · enfOrce upon that. in
stitution tb:e results of our examinations, we llball plaee oureel'fO! in a ei$U&tiol\ t.o merit the 

wnNtemp~ .. ~~the ~lie.. . pi . . h ... __ .•• .......~ · ~..1 th • -ow, "'"" resolution 111 8IID y to mqwre, w e......- Jt JS -r-JeDt t.o 1 .. ..._... t.o e llOIIIlllll-
tion, &e. ; and it 'W&I hardly ezpeeted that thia would be met at. the very threlhhold in this 
way. And I ask, how are you t.o diaeemioate anti-masonry, ezcept. through 801118 llllllh com• 
mon medium 1 I admit you may~ it. alowly-e remOte brethren may pick up a etray 
newspaper oeeuionally, in which there may be 10me ...ague hinte upon the1111tijectj but few, 
very few, of all our citizeD8 woUld know, for years, that INCh a que~tion has been here agita
ted; for the press il muzzled ; it is closed. But. nominate a candida&~~ for President, ana call 
bini the anti-muonic candidate, and it ia a question which will in&ereet every man, tiom aorth 
t.o lOUth. . ' . 

Even thOle high dignitaries, kings, and princes, and royal com~ in thia country, will 
then find it incumbent. on them to meet the opposition·; t.o auetain their institution, or fall 
before the march of their opposers. . 

Our cit.izeD8 at the west, ltnowing that there are two great presidential candida&ee before the 
people, will enlilt th8JD8ei't'88 under the bannere of one or ihe other of the two candidatee. 
But iC you reject the reeolution now before ~·you abut out. all inquiry as to the propriecy of 
a nommatioa at all;_ and the people of the United Statee will say, "the Anti-Mil10nie Con
vention lte.ve virtually decided, that they have not the right. t.o int.enere with that. nooUnation ;" 
and what would be the eft'ect. of llllllh a oouree1 

On the other hand, if the nomination be made, all the people who are not now anti-masons, 
would no longer ha.e any inducement to IUIIp8nd th81J' decision ; for they will eepouee the 
1:auee of one or the other; their feelinge will become warmed and intere.ted on one or the 
other aide. But if at 10111e future time you attempt t.o introdooe anti-maeonry, the oPJ?Oeite 
party will11ay, that the Ceelings1of' the people are p~agapl1 and the J?lOJI'OIII of anu-ma
eonry will atop till the nest. eonteet hU goae by. In my eatunat.ion it 111 JJDportant that a 
COmmittee mould reP.M'f. upon the subject. . 

IC we hold t.o the idea, that no nOIIIIII&tion ia t.o be made, and that we are ~ on anti
masonry for the furtherance of a mere state contest, and that there ia no. higher oliject h
or in any other ~ of the government, we have not only done notb.illlt, bUt far wo~ than 
IIOtliing-=.for - ihall have aliown, that. - do not. intend t.o eramca&e die evil, but to punilh 
&be sins of it in eenaia 1ta1e1,. aDd upen certain indmduall. . 
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·All who embark in &hill caue, ibouJd eoDiider ,t.baUree-RIUQDI'f coaataina ptip~ which 
.\Ulfit my mul t.o fuW the·high t.rul&8 .of tho &Q\'4l'DIIIIMI\. 01\ ~~ pr,ipciple ·li"O .~Jild a.ct 
~t. J .am in favour of lhe.reeolution. . 

ML .HoLLM, of ~-York, acroed fllat .at .a Jll'OJII!I' \iiAe 44 ~~.be~ t.ol\A.ve 
candidates. . 

Ma. Duaa, of Midlipll,.laid ·&hat it wu DOt.~ •t.thifl ti{ne ,t!l~ tho pro
. priety of a llOIIlillaUon; bUt~y ~&hal of.apPQillt.iag of tl ~ttee .t.o inqli,ire int.o the 

excz-.. of'Ma. HoeiUIIs, of New-York. &be reeolu~ -. 110 .-llded ~-the eom· 
mittee should collliat of one member from eaeh state and territ.ory here,re~te4-

The ruolut.ion, in lhat,.shaP-8o ·YIIII thea adopted. · 
Ma. Ba.llDIS, of New-York, t.o whom the lubjoct .l'JNS ~~ •• lllllde a-JeP.IIt on !he true 

.llature of IIIMOIUC paths alld obliplions. 
'l'be report . 1VIIII Jaid.on-the table, alld the convention Al\jQqrn~ . t.o .~ at. t o'c;loek · t,o. 

morrow momiDC· 
Jf' t4au4llr, Btpl. 15, 18SO. 

· The convention met purnant..t.o adjoW'IIIIIIInt. 
Ma. TR4CRIIB, from i.he committee on lhuuhjeet,made a.report .upon the nat~ and spirit 

of anti-R1880111'J', the means neoned t.o by freHnuons t.o .auppre111 inquiry, .~ wJUdl, on 
motion, - ordered t.o lie upon the -table. 

Ma. 0Lmll., 6om tlae COIDJIIiUee on tllat ~ made a .report. UPQU lhe .pre&o~~aiona of 
free-masonry, and how far they are supported oy tacta. 

i.lrla. SwuT, of New-York, mom, that the report. be adopted; inaup}lQI1 of wbidl he ad· 
~ the convention. 
· Ma. President,-Tbe Nport under consid-t.ion ·eleuly show~ &hat. the Jl"'t.ensions of free. 
muonry t.o antiquit.:r are 6lae; ne'Mf\belela, I shall IUO·the.libert.y,t.o lllAke a f'Qw .,Jditiooal 
remarb upnn the l!lbjoet t.o which it relate& . 

·I did not n.e with a view of occupying the attention of this convention any,~e por· 
tion of time, and rather than go beYOnd the limil.ll within .wbieb prudence lind ~~ .OOuld 
confine the members of this OOdy, 1 will only notice one of the many writera, who aliow how 
the Order oan ' ,_,. il.ll head in the region beyoDd the cloUds. · 

S4LIIII ToWJJ11aya,in substance, "that in every country J~there human.beiqa ~"ff ~ their 
reside!lee, free.muoDryhaaexisted,alld ~ed the appropriate rtamePf~,1ebov~while the 
uninitiated were IUIIk in .heatheniem • that the wile men Of the .E;qt were aqid~. t.o the place 
where lay an infimt s.t.w, at Beth!~, by means of 1111180nic llidlt • and $liat DO pel'_iod short 
of a vut eternity can fully display its moral ·beauties and unsoarcliAbfe ricllea." ~ir, this ia 1ho 
manner in which a .-t appro...ed author expreese.? to the public his &elllim4Uta in relat.ioa to 
the origin aQd utility of the inatitulioo. ' 

ThiS theology, whiehis.limi&ed, like the ancient pagan .rei~~ to a ft~w of ·t.he ,Jl()ble and 
learned who may be initiated int.o its mysteries, and-which cames nol)e of il.ll ocmsolatiQns to a 

· mojority: or rat.iooal creatures, is recouiiDeDded by a hos~ of thoie upon whom· the highest h&o 
no111'11 within the giA of the iratemity have been: conferred. .Aulon£ the mOlt . JllQIIIinent: of 
this royal number, ia the name of the late Honourable and Moat Excellent ComJl&Dion De Witt 
Clint.on, General Grand High Prie8t of · the . General Grand Chapter of· the UJ).if.e!l States o( 
America, -..d Grand 1\!faat.er of the Grand~ of. the state ofNew-Yotk, &c.4 

This privileeed ~. which1 while it confers titles as numero~~~· alld higb-sounding.es 
those o( the celeatild Emperor of China, or the GCUid ·Lama of Tibet, upon ·the " elect perfect 
alld sublime. princes of the royal -=ret," calla free cit.izeoat.o bow to the iuiumed '!lpremacy o( 
il.ll authority, is irreconcileable with the doctrine of equal rights, which we regard as the pana. 
dium of our freedom. · · · 

Sir, what are the·ICellel which oqeur in enry chapter ef royallll'Ch JIIII4!)DS 1 In addition. to 
the incongruities of the ceremonies, t.o'which other ~ntleii)OD during our llitloinpl have refe~, 
there is another which llei'Y88 t.o illustrate the positwn ~ by the.41QU!P'Itl.oe upo!l whoee 
report we are about t.o aet. 

When a box, whicll 1111180nically is the ark of the covenant, ia intro4uoed, ~ ~ ,.,Vtl 
takes out of it a book, whieil, aft.er eeriously consulting with the king and wibe,. he pronounces 
to be the book of the law ; alld be ~ informs the companions tliat they bore . r•e that the 
world is indebted t.o free-masonry, and not to the church, as 10111eof the s~uptd Mil p~e hl\ve 
imagined, for the ~lion of that sacred volume. · 

The Air~ jlriut, in the plenitude of his wisdom, .a1eo aft"orda the ~ons ·the further 
masonic information, that the ark which contains the bible, alld . other valuable IU't.icles and 
jewels, was '' de~ted -1000 years 1!(0 by_ <!Dr three ancient graad BJASters for .the good oC 
masonry." Sir, u it-lll*ible that in tliiaenliglltenedl9thcentury, inf.elligentmencan be ainoers 
in the·~ either . Uiat this ia not animpoet.ure, or that freHnasonry eonduc:&a her vPt.a.ries tO 
life eternal m the heavens? 

What but theim~n that .muonry ia ~t t.o the .religion ef our country{ could 
han in1luenced the Most .Worshipful De!)Uty Grand Master~ Grand Muter, pro tem., 
of a wOIItern state, eolemnly t.o deelare, •• That be. would not gin,_,., for a seat with Ga· 
llriel at che tight hand of Gotl• T"*" ! ! I" . 

It appears to-me, sir, tha~ that. insatiat.e clll'ioeity .w¥e~a los~ our im. parenll their . primeval 
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iiiDoceDOe ud U...mtt.of ..-..,.aDd through~ to the J>toriae ........ ~ 
&hclir pol&eD.t.y in t6t"cune OfiD!lll'al death, wu oPthe IUDII apirk with that which hu in our owa 
&imeleJlt&hoUiuldaiaaearchaftertbaL'.....-and ..... ~'which\heprofbnotarie. 
oC lree-1Da801ll'J impioulr .-rt. wu commuuieated by the AJmiihty Creator to Adam u &be 
last best. giA oC be&YeD. They aaen that itl ~ and ·~plee, uncontrolled by pre. 
judice or time, haft been aaaedly preserved, mYiokbly eoncea &nd m~y hanCiecl 
Clown fur agee, ~ fiWhful aDd appointed agema, to IEiDg Solomon, Biram, ldng of Tya. 
and Hlr8m Ab~ when IIIII80IIl'f ehoM forth in au ita <lorY. at the buiJ4ing of the hOly~ 
under theae three IUblime and -.t illua&rious paorf mUten, from whoie reign doWn to the 
preeent cime the order &bely pretend to traee ita-«radual cllilbaioa 8lllOIIg the ,..,.... ot the 
earth. Hfll'fillk '"'..-. r Pfll''..,_ r ana-'_,~.,.,.., 
Sir,we~attbeUfllJ!iabingtraditlonaandtalae1188um~lllol~todiYiaeorigiD 

and ~ectibillty, u~ theaame principles that the prophet Elijah -1:ec1 at the absurd noUoD8 
and idolauoWJ mea OC Baal's &118 propbet& That the myilteriea of apeeulative free.~ ex
isted in embryo IIOIIle time before it u8wned ita present sliape and coaatitution il not denied; but 
the evidence exhibited in the report, IUbmitted tiy my oolleague trom New-York (Ma. W uuJ 
aettles the queat.ion, that the illlti&ution whieli ~ to have ita origin in and from God. 
lip~ ap-in London, on the 14th ]ulae, in the year 1717. The Prelident or Andover ~ 
nary, m reply to the Suft'olk committee, aays, "that there are no traces ot the history of free. 
muonry in ancient times to be fuuDd in any of the Aaiatie or Euro~ ~ Had it 
been in exilltence, u it1 votaries _prer-enc1 at 1eruaaicm, it would gradually haft made ita ~ 
through Egypt; Greece, Rome, ~~ \Hmlany, and Britain; but that lueh waa not the &e& 
weluiYe, iii-the ableace of <Idler poaitiYe proof tban that which ia derived from maaonie -
&ions, the a~ negative teatimony." 

None ot the ancient hiat.oriau, whale works ha.e come down to modern times, make the 
•lightest aUaaion to he-1111110nry. 1oae_pJlua, the learned hiltorian of the J~ ia wholly llilen& 
respecting any IUeh order. So are Tae~tua and Heodotul. The Saered Seripturee Dialte ae 
mention or it; and we pronounce ita pratenliolll to antiquity and religion to De illue6ry ud 

pre~~~ this IOciety hal exiated only ItO yean, the Book oCCOilltitutiolut, of whida 
James Anderaon, • D. ia the author, publiahed UDder the ~anetion of the mother.of locl&ea and iw 
grand ofticen, repreaentl cr-~ u the work of the Almildlty Archit.eet, and that, 1Q1W 
the Graad Muter of the uniYene, Elloeh eree1.e!:1 two pillara, aflcf that Moat. W onbiptbl Brother 
Noah, to prt~~erYe true and comple.te ~ UlrOUgll the llood, held a grand lodri in the ark. 

Wen it not, air, Cor our knowledge of the imholy oaths and horrid ~ties with which fre6. 
maaons are bound together1 and against the world; all t.h.a Cabl111 8nd traditions might ~ 
uciting oaly a lllllile of derision or a. feeling of contempt, without lllrioWJiy alarming t.tie pa~ 
to a 111111110 of daDger to the republic. The oaths are tlie very heart of the order bUt the repciR 
of the committee, (of which ML BoPJUJra, of New-York, wu chairman,) on d.; invalidity of 
maaonie oaths, reDden it anneee.ary to prolong my remarb. 

In conclWJion, I venture to say, that wheneYer a. majority of the ~ean people lhaD be 
eonvinced, as we are, 'that the8e oaths are not _legally or r,norally bindint. the wfaole ~ 
which we have met here to aboUib, will All baetwanlll into the bJI6 qf lie Cepuldl, liopllut 
of4fulure ruwree&n. · 

Ma. BoJLuv, of Pennsylvania : I did not expeet to aay a. word tooday. I eonfllllll riM 
tmder ~ embarraalrrient, not only for want oC previoWJ pre~ but alao beeaUIO I 
addreaS an enlightened audiepce, most of whom, I presume, are mueh better acquainted with 
the aubjeet under w-llion, than I am myaelC; and I cannot tatter m~ that lllhall be 
able to ~t many new ideas on the aubject. But I feel it a. duty to m~ and to thoae 
who eent me h.ere, to a.nil myeelC of aome opPOrtU!!ity ~y to upreu my sentiment& 

It hal been oft.en aaid that man ia a religious ~ We lnd tliroudroUt the world, that 
there il aearcely any people, however aange, who have not eome tbnn of religion. It may be 
!lllid, pe141ape, with equal truth, that man ia a nperstiHou animal. And althOugh 1Uperatition 
is DIOIIt preftlent amo~ the-rude, ignorant, antfilliterate, yilt the~ leanied and=· n-
ed, are not entirelY. exempt &om it. The Greeks, and the 1tomaJll, iD the 111011t tened 
periods of their ~.are strondy marked with~ eupemitioo. Even the te, tb 
poliehed, ~e learned eit.tzelll of A !liens, were ehargect ~!til it by the a~e PauL He laid, 
when he stood in the midst of Mars• Hill," Yemen of Athena, I Jlerceift thAt in all thiJlgs f! 
a"" too npenffliolu. I found an altar with this inaeription, 'To T•• U NJtNOWH Gou. ,. 
When the light of the goapelspread t.brouP.out the heathen world, their ahara and their p:la 
~ere prostrated in ·the duet. "But euperstttion, iD a great degree, IIUl'Yived the ruins, and atil1 
perndell, in a greater or 1-degree, all the natiolll of the world. America itaelt il not an U· 
eeption to this remark. Indeed we are eJ1 more or 1-~to pay~ and -• te 
what ia eovared with the 'ftil of darltneu and mystery. The - themaema aPJ*! to 
have availed themaelvea of this feature of the human mind. They conceal their rites, their 
C~eremoniee, and proceedings, under tha ftil of ~. myat.ery, and mid~t darlaleeL 
They watch their temples with the strieteet care. Their doart are glwded by their tylen with 
their drawn swords. -when the Coot or .. manger approachell, he ia arrested in hili~ 
-.1 hia ears ealuted with. "Proeul-proeul-ute prtif,..._" Keep at a. diatance ti'lliJi thil
,.c:l'Od ~ tlae I'"'MCI je W,, poBute it no• with linhallowed feeL W • .,. ~ 1riCia awe, 

. . ~ 
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UlCI W a..,.,..,.,...,~ tor the )*ice. BUt the day Ill delUIIioa I &nil& ill~ Tbe 
eril. ill rent_.,.; the doon of the •.ac:lliill ,_,.,_are thrown open. And what !lowe 
behold 7 A whited eepulcbre, indeed!· filled with ~ "*-• M4 IIH4 -·• htau. 
Sir, I had the euriollity last eTeDiDg to ae8 a eecedina' bright JDMOD u:hiblt the eensmoniea of 

• creating knights temp!ar and of Malta. My risible facultiell were at lim excited by the 
:ridiculOus cereiiiOilies ; but when I saw the altar, the Bible open upon it, the eoSin, the skull 
aDd thigh bones upon it, the ltlindf'olded candidate kneeling before it, &akiDf the ~o.t awful 
oath, and drinking wine out of the human akull, I shuddered at the view. • 

Sir, I say the veil of the temple ill now rent ; and the doon of wluu they JII"C)(anely call th& 
Aoly of Wc1 are thrown open wide. Morpn, like him of old, baa eeized tlie J acbm. and the 
Boaz, the pm;;; of the mystie·temple, and it is fallen into ruins. Hia body, indeed, like that 
of Sam.Jil!on, has been UUIIbed in the fa!~ and buried in ita ruins, but his aoul hu -peel un
hurt-lt has ascended. His memory will. deeerve a niche in the temple of Fame, not 1-
eonspieuous than that of the patriots and heroes of the American rnoluuon ; and his :oame will 
live m the recoiJecr.ion of every friend to lam, and r~ . 1 

" TiU Time, lib ""' of Gqc, .. ,. ..,..,., 
Plvc1ing tlac p#lltr;l "'"' ...,.,., 1M worU, 
In Nature'• ample ruins -lies entombed, 
And midnight,~ mUinipl ,..,... .. 

Mr. President : When any man, or aociety of men, demand 1iom 11.1 the .,..., of Olll' Joig6 
rupec:t and ~ it behoovea them to exhibit and sublltantiate their claima • and it is our 

· privilege, and our duty, to examine their pretensions before we accede to their dtmlll!lll. The 
ilubject now under di&Cuasion, it "The pretellllions tiee-maaona make upon 'll'hich they found 
t.hell' claim to our high respect and coDBideration, and inquiry into facta in 1Up~rt of their 
elaims." Here masons avail themeelves of that fealurt of the human mind to which we llave 
alluded-per•HRcm. They say their institution ia of dim origin; that u came from hea
Yen. If thia claim be well founded, we are bound to respect and venerete it. I confess myself 
an iiVIdel on thia subject. I believe juat as fully thAt the images of Jupiter, or Diana, deecend
ed from heaven. I .acknowledge that they are not without IKIIDtl presUIIIptive 'proof of their 
iolltitut.ion comiftg from heaven. Satan, the great apo.tate, probably formed a ltraad lodge in 
heaven, and drew into it a considerable portion of the heavenly hoet. In that lodge, wu.cm 
was hatched. The design wu' formed to hurl the Almighty from his thrme, aad overthrow 
hia govei'DIII8nt. But they could not conceal the desip from the all-eeeing eye. The traitoi'B 
were buished and hurled over the battlements of heaven, dO'II'n, down to the bott.omleas pit. 
But by the inacrut.able decree of the Almighty, the gates o{ hell were not 10 ~ as ulti
a.tely to prevent his ~pe. He did break out, and ~ his way throuch the empire of 
•Ni&flt and Cha.oe, and atigtl~ upon thia our &lobe. Be explored it; he foun4 out the resi
deriee of our first parents. The garden of Eden was walled in, and the gate wu clo.ed. But 
lie, "tftl~ one -~~~~ ~ o'crUIIptll all bNnb." ADd where did one Of the guardian angela 
Ant find him 7 . • -

"Squat like a toad-cloee at the ear of Eve, 
Assaying, by hia deviliah art, to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
IllUJions as he liat-pluintums and dream&" 

The wily aerpent aaailed her upon the only points, perhaps, she wu --.ilabl~ /.ac:r, 
ller ewriorily, her IIII&6Uicm. Be decoyed her to the forbidden tree. " She saw that the tree 
was gooci for food," and that ·~ it was -pltucmt to the ¥•" and a tree to be deeired to make ona 
Will!!. He infurmed her that he ·had eaten or the fruit, and she could -the utoniehing and 
happy tft'ect it had upon him ; how he was elevated u to figure and intellect over his BpeCiea. 
Her fancy was pkued, her curioftly was excited, and above all her arMiUon. to beeooie WI! 
u gods, and to have more Ug/4. She presumptuously Btretched forth her hand "ia ml 
iour." She plueked---.he eat "tlacfn&ilof tlt4tfor~Mdm wee,-uJM&e morCal ,_, ~~~~ Ma14 
into UMw~ 11M trll ourwoe." She also gave to Adam "CU&f* mtidngjniAL" Ke eat:-

" Earth felt the wound, and nature from her eeat, 
Sighing through all 'her works, gave aigua ot'woe 
Tliat all was loet." 

And what wu the light they discovered 1 They. beheld that they were uW. They had 
lost their prim.itiee innocence. They were dUroN4 o( their origiMl nrw-.ne,, They bad 
lost the mOral image of their God. They had no ,_.,, lomNl:iA IIJIII'1"" to cover- their nAked
Deal. They were compelled to sew jig k~~t~u tcigetlier to oover their' nakedneas. The apron 
ia the first ~ of masonry; and the entered apprentice ia told it ia the '' .,.W,. of W.O. 
emce." No-1t waa the .frv.il of pit. And the muon, when he loon upoD his apron, instead 
of being proud, ought to feel humbled, and to reeollfCt that it ia the emblem of gUilt, Nld oall8 
to his mind the •fv!. fllll oJ -. · · 

Thtre ia aaodler l'f'UWI"pljpe proqf of tho origin of muonry-dae very atrikiDg _,., be-
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t~ the COQduct at Satan in 811ducing our Snt parenta, and tW CCIDIIuci at&e.muo111 11ft ia 
Mucing men into their inat.it\lUoa. They pre.ent umptatiaos to die h1IIIIUl mind, uacd)' 
IUited to the varioua ~ and dispoeit.iolll of men of all condit.ioaa. . 

To the y()ung1 ~ . y, and die vain, they catch their &ncy by the IPieudid euibiti~ 
they make of Uleir and their tnppery. Their spangled aprona, ihmr ribbo111, their 
&aBhes, with colours u varioua u the nWibow, their mi&ree, their jewela, and their croWIII. 

To ingenuoaa minds, ardent in the punuit of .knowledae, ~ tell them that lodges are 
echoola of acieDCe and of literature ; that there they will disCover IIIICn!ta in acience no where 
else to be foun~ and will -receive imJlC?11&1lt aid in their laudable IIUJ'SUit,a, whieh can be obt.ained 
from no other source. They tell nuniatera of the goape1, that m their lod.l!es they will obtain 
infonnation hilthly important to the dlseharge of their ministerial duties. There they will find 
a key to tmlocl tlie liiddm ,.,.tmu of the pPe1. To the ambitioua for political pre&nnent, 
that ~ey will furnish them wit)l a ladder bY whieh they can ascend to ihe hilrh.eat poata or 
honour, (and here perbapa they tell one truthi ~d- there are one and more in tiWi convention 
who have had this temptation preaented to .tneir view.) To the disripated and the indolent, 
the institution is represented u fil.rnislhin!r "Nft'u"""""' eminently _cbaritable; iC reduced to 
J::!~::Z will De uaiated ; it they aliould leave widows and children deltitute, they wiU 

A ~tronc um~on is ~ted to unprincipled villallll. · If deteeted in their villan.I, they 
COilfidently eXJ?8Cl the llhield ot &-~ 1vill protect them from paniabmenL Hy auch 
means the insutution enliata bnder ita banners all dacriptioaa of charaCter. And all may be 
118eful to them. They have found in their lodges, cbaiactera 10 abandoned u to execute a 
Morgan, in conformity to llftdeftl ~and b.wa of their institution. What aaya Brainard, one 
of their celebrated oratora, on this IIUbject 7 " Free.maaonry, it ia powuful. it compri881i men 
of romk, .,_,., ~r, and,.,.,., in pot.oer, and out qf potcer, and that in alm011t every place 
where pottier II (!/ llnlf imporflllle•. And it comprises, among other clanu of the community, 
to the lowest, in large numbers, IIC&e mm, unura lofdMr', - capable qf lldn.f ciWedell 6!f "" 
r§IYt'u of lllfaer•, ao u to have the f~YrCe of ccmcm CMOUfhout tJae ci11Uurll tll_orid." 

With temptations 10 vario\18, ltdl, maru, and .... 1pread 10 wide, it is no DWTel that IIUCh 
numbera have been caught in their toils. And m teo, too many inatances, have they been u 
fatally deluded u our firit parents. 

Mi. President: I presume &ee.maaoM will not be wi1ling to admit that. speculative ~ 
came ftoom heaven, acco~ to the viewa I have taken or it. I aak them, then, to f1!¥bit 
their_proof of ita llfttu origin. In examining Morpn'a illustration of it, and Bernard's Lidat 
on Masonry, I eannot disceiu a alngle]arlure or ""'-"" of divinity: JIUU'ked 1ll_lOn iL If ilua 
revelatio1111 made by them are DOt true, then no reliance can be Jlllt in hUQIIUI teatiiDODy--it hall 
been corroborated l?f hundreds, not to riay thoulaDds, of I8Cliclillg ma-; nar more, fne.. 
IIWIOnll themselves liave oonAnDecl it; they have repeated, apin aBd again. that. Morp~~ wu 
guilty of 1Hf'iury, and that he 4eaerved death. Con~equentl;r, what he revealed - '""; , 
otherWise he could not be guilty of peljury. He did not IWe&r that he would DOt tell or write 
an umrut~ that he would DOt ~ t.\e ltef'dl of __,-y, Admitting! then. that the . 
secreta ofma.aourr have been fWly revealed: let ualook at the fust aet ofopenmg a lodge and 
introducinc a eanifidate. • The lodge is o~ by ~yer. Here let me Btate, that IIOIJle years 
since a gnl!ld muter of a lodge boarded 111 the aame li011811 with me, ·and endeavoured to imlillt 
me under the banners of tr-ma.aonry1 and, beside& other means, and b1 order to ",_, lA. 
orgllll8 of "'" .frw:y," he took me into the lodge room and exhibited to me the furniture and 
firiery, which truly was elegant. Finally, he ascended the llteJ!II and took the ~ muter's 
eha.ir liehind the altar, and put a high cap on his head, on wliich ..,.. written, 111 ~ lilded 
lettera, " Holinu• eo t.W 1Anl." I was aliocked at the profimit7 of this exhibition. I 'knew 
him to be a man profime and lewd in his language, intemperate and debauched in hia habits. 
Yet such a charaCter, and perhaps there are other grand mutera oquallJ~ opeDSlodllee 
with P!&yer-they call upon the infinitely holy BeiDg--uk him for his . ' upon their""*"
lowttf defnp-ple&d his promise, " Tllat t~~Aett ,_ .,. Uwre •e tftd ,.dler a. ~ _,., lAM u 
~rill 6e in tlelllild o.ltMm, .U 6lu1 ll&em." Again, they~profeea to "dedicate their I~ co 
G~ and hold it lbrth to the holy order of St. Jolin," &c. Do they not thua insult themaJ~ 
of heaven 7 Would it not be more appropriate to dedicate it to .. .s--.," onome o~ tableil 
heathen deity 7 The very first step the candidate takea when he enters the lodge, he treads 
nnder foot t.Iie JIO!!tive laws of God, who 118.YS. "1'laou •W '* t~e 1M - qf 1M lArd tllf 
~ iii eafn," Cl!ria~ II!"Y'!> "8tDt41' nql at _fill," _l_le takes 1\n unla~ oath-be~ 
himself; he puts his life m Jeopardf for the moat tritling oa~ and he ureverently lll1d inault
ingly OL!ls upon the Almighty to Wltnees the preaumptuoua violation of his OWil lawa. Is ic 
not an 'inault-is it not an approach to blasphemy, to aay, that an illltitution which performs 
sueh rit.es and ceremonies is of divine origiiJ 1 II it not an i!lault. to Infinite Wisdom to aay 
that ]Je is the author or institutor of sucll/ooltria and ,._,.,., u -.re exhibited in a ~ 
·room 1 They assume the DlpDes, the titles, and the attributes ot God: ~ of aovweignl1. 
I am tAM I -, .Prinl:e ofMerey, and PHftce ef p,_,. The grand mucer of iho ceremoniea ia 
IIOD!e inst.ances personifies 'the L.-qf God,~· o ' the 88ven aea1s, the Gru4 ,Jeu.M be-
hind the burning bash. ~ying, "1- tAe lArd 1M Go4 qf A~ ef I-, _, qf 
J_.,, Ra6Ml, ,......_, ~ JehttH4, are · . y aaed u ~ w~ • I leleot but a lew 
OQt oCJIIIDY ~ iQ ~ the IIIIID8_of. 18 rl.W Uld ~--~ ~ prinDauce 

- . 
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fl(' thejr ~ The boot or their reNWfolu is hebe~ aad the world; aud Judie )'8 
iJ,PC?n what folindation they bwtd their claim fbr the divilllty or the fte&-11188011 lillt.kuticn 

Again,_ they pretend that their institution is the "Acmcfmcltl to rdipm aud a«~ .oJ IIIOnll«y. • 
Religion 18 a~ term. · They no doubt, however, mean to convey to us that 1t 18 the CAtV
film religion. There are various religions in our world. Christian. Jewiah, Mahomedan, and a 
great many others unn~ to enumerate. Hear what one ot their lecturers says, in hi& 
.. Masonic Guide"-James B&rdie. "The solemnity of our rites embi'IICeS all that part or reli
£ion from whieh tMrality is derived, calls our attention to the Great .Atehitect of tlie universe, 
the Creator of us alL In contemplating his wisdom, goodness, and power the Jltlllaomd~nt 
under one name, the Jm and Cwtiala under another, can join in adoration, ;/} agrtrinlc in the 
great euemial and universal principle of religion, the recognition and worship of a Dritv, afthoagh 
differing in 80Dl8 mimlk JHrint.t peculiar to each. When the lod..oe is cl086d, eaeh cfeparta un
lainll!ci by the other, t.he Jev1 to his ~YMPgtM, the .MIIholmltm to lUs '*-'91"• and the Clari.tlfma 
to his claUrc~ as .full'N .impremd as ever with the dicin.e oriain and rectitude of his ottm faUh, 
from the principles of wliich he has never for one momdnt deviated in I!Joulrhl, tDOI'4, or deed." 
Free-llla8011S have, indeed, copied at\er the plan of the graild impostor Mahomet. To make 
their institution palatable, they have incorporated into their rites aud ceremonies, Christian, 
Jewish, Mahometan, and heathen rites; and probably, it they had it in their power would abo 
propagate their reliDon by the sword. They may with as mueh truth tell the Mahometan, 
and the Jew and tli.o Pagan, that their insutution is the Mntlmaid or their . religion, as the 
Christian. But let ua for a moment examine with what truth they can aay, that the institution 
of f~~ is the Mndmaid to the Chriltian. religion, and that it is a school of tnOnllity. 
B.eligilln and mOrality are inse~ly connected; there can be no true religion without morality, 
and all true genuine morality is bOttomed on religion. The first oath they take when they 
enter the lodge, they violate bOth the laws of religion and morality. Christ 1111~ "Swear not 
at alL" Every oath taken is in fact profane swellring1 because it 18 unauthorized. It outrages 
religion and morality as mueh as the Oath whiclJ Heroa took; it is not authorized, and not upon 
a laWful oeea.sion. They swear always to hail, and never to reveal any of the secrets thef ma:r 
neaive in a lodge; and that without any equivocation, mental restrDalio!l, or .e(f-ev- OJ 
mind. Th1111 ~ey surrender their right of private judgment, they chain their consciences ; 
that monitor, thAt semind of moral action, p1aced in them by the great Author of their being. 
Bowe-..er t4eir fti8BOD and their consciences may convince them that it may be a duty they owe 
to themaelvas, their country, or their GOO, to reveal some of the secrets communicated to them, 
they cannot do it without b~ their masonic oath, and ex~ themselves to the awful 
peDalty incurred by it. The very lirst stefl, therefore, they take, they deviate from the pe.th of 
~n, inorality, iwd virtue, and every sUbsequent step they take in acquiring a knowledge 
of ihe sublime mysteries of masonry, they stt:ay farther and farther from ihe rOad of rectitude. 
By t.he repetition of profane oaths their consciences become seared ; they lose all senae of reli-
81QUI and moral obliga.tiou, and are prepared for the commissiQ!l of every ~es of erime. 1ft 
11t0me eases ~ey swear to keep all the secrets or their brethren1 murder and:t!~ not excepted; 
Day1 funher1 they ewaar, in &aking one of the degrees, thrice illustrio\!8 • ts of the cross, 
.. Tnat I will lc:iok upon his (that ia, a brother Iaiight) enemies as my enemtes, his friends as 
!lly friends, and stand forth to mete O\lt tender kindness or vm,eance accordingly." In takina: 
the same degree the earu1idate swears, " Should he know a companion viollit.e any easenti81 ' 
pa:rt o£ this ~on. that .he will use his moat decided endea.vours, 6y tAt bluring of God, t.O 
brillg .IWlh pel'IIOil to the moet strict and condign punishment, agreeably to the rules aud lllllllge8 
of our ancient Craternit.y," (that ia, to J?bt hiui to a most cruel il~ tbruat a spear in his fel\ 
side, as was thrust into the side of ChriSt,) "and this, by pointing him out to the· world as an 
ooworthy vieioua vagabond; by opposing his interest; by d~ his business; by t.rans
forring his character after him wherever he may go; by exposing him to the contempt of the 
whole fraternity and the world during his whole natural life." Can we poaaibly conceive any 

• t.hing more directly at war with every principle of religion and morality 7 
· ~ many '!f their rites and oeremonies are awfully Jlrofane and anti-ehristian. In ~ 

the clegrea Di ttnight tam~ and Malta, after the eaDd.idate has talten the oath on his knees, 
and his hands on the Holy Bible, he repeats the following obligation: "Thie pure wine I now 
take (in the upper pan of a human sliull) in testimony of my belief in the mortality of the 
body and t.he i1Qmoi1ality of the ~ and may this liliation appear as a witn- agamst me 
bodi here and ~; and as the lllll8 of the world were laid upon the head .of the Saviour, 
eo may all the sins committed by the person whose skull this was, be heaped~n my head1 
iR addition to my own, should lever violate," &e. This is called the •Nlid o · n. The 
Jllllllt e~ent Prelate then reada that~ of the Scripture Which relates to e election or 
:U.uhiae ·to .npply the place oC J~as Iseariot. He Walks round the room witli the human 
akull in one han4 iuld a lir;hted ea,n&e in the other; aDd these words are read, " So let vour 
light ehine befOre men,"&&; in other parts of the eeremonie~~, these words are react,.•fMy 
aDul is IIOft'Owful eflft unto death. Father, it it be ~ble, let this cup pus from me." Thus 
t.be IIUll'ed Scriptures are profiuled and burlesqued. In talci:ng the degree of knights of the holy 
II8PUlchre. the~ eandida&M kDeel at the foot of the altar aQd the most excdlent prelate 
takea the·bread. and 1111.]'8, "Brethren, eat ye all oC this b;;;;i in love, that ye may learn to 
81lpport each odler." Be then takes the oup. a,nd 1111ys, "Drink ye oll oC tb.if cup, to ratify the 

: -wow &Ia& ,. bMo lllllde, &lid l'eam to auatam 0116 ~.'' · 
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. ~us ~perceive tbat one ofthe m'ollt 101~ ~d ~ o~inanoei of the Christiail ie1lgiora 
IS~ -~ed, and. • burlesqued. A, ~Clcal repfe1!6nt8.Uon ~ giv~ or the most. solemn 
events recoided .in l]le S«iptures. The readinc of them 111 connection Wlth ridleulous ntes and 
ceremollies, il calculated w destroy all veneration for the sacred volwne. They show little 
more respect w the Bible than wae shown to it during the reign of infidelity in France, whell 
it waa tiiid to the tail of an ass, driven through the streets of Paris, and bUrned. The most 
fundamenw doctrines of the Christian religion are Pejected or ridic:ule!l ; faith and repentance 
are ~.eluded; the ~t and inl.erces&ion of Christ are not named as at all nec:e.ary to 
salval.lon ; on. the con~, the •orrotlla of .8dam, the blood of .8bel, the l'ighttaumtll of Set4, 
and the c:o~~cuat ,of ND41i, llle substituted ia their place. 'mle mason is taught that he mus; 
"rlliu himHifhy degr,eelt until h~ reaches heaven· tha.t his a't.ta.cbment to the statutes and rul~ 
of~ order in the en!l will make him deserving o/ entering into the celestial Jerusalem.'; And 
ae a knight .of the ~ he swears, " that he accepts of and for ever will consider the croll and 
mark of this order as hia only/wpe." · . 
. T() ()bta.in the z:equisitioll8 necessary to make a good ma:son, the candidate is thus ad
dresaed :-"Behold, my delll brother, what you must fight against, and destroy, before you 
can COIDe to the Jmowledge of the trw P.H and sov.ereign _ ~_pjliness! Behold this monster 
which you must conqu.er-:-a •tryefll whiCh we ddut as an Idol, that is adored by the idWI and 
lhe vulgar under the name of Religion." , 

Buell are the t.eachinga of the baiid-maid ofreligion. 
Mr. Preaident: I thiiik it impOBIIible that any intelfutent !nan. can read littentively the oat.ha 

and ob~ tfom the wut to the AigAu( degree of masonry, without being convinced that 
they cannot be strictly obeyed without violating the principles of mo~ty and religion--and 
if they an u obey~ the~ awfill penalties are lllCurred. If it be a school of morality, 
their teachers have been peculiady unfortunate. I have been a long observer of the institution, 
a.lthoua:h I knew not its mysteries. I ju!lged of it by the rule ~ven by the great moral teacher, 
Judg~ t~ tree 611 ill fruit~. · I never knew an instance of a viCious character being refonned by 
beCOminst a tie~ But I have known many melancholy instances of young m~n of fine 
morals, lne LaleDts, and .excellent education, after jo~ a I~ to become depraved, and 
some of them dying a most miserable death. A man of high sta.nd'mg and character, belonging, 
and whq still. pel~ to the institution, told me that if a man WWI 110t a good man when lie 
~ a 1odiJe. it .. would not make. h.iin so. Ftom a careful examination of the subject, I am 
led to the conClusion, that lodges are generally synagogues of Satan, and schools of iirlidelity; 
that the wit and the wisdom ·or men and de.rils combined, could not devise a plan better 
caleulatl,ld to des~ &11Benll8 of moral. and religious obligatioiiL Their midnight meetings, their 
drinking-~ their feVelline..inevitably lead w vitiate their manners zu;1d their· moralS.: N() 
llliUI be0ome1111011lpletely, depraved at once. DqirGHtionj.s _a gradual work: . Tlie student of 
~millime my•terlu of maso~ -~-led on by the ll«ht of an ipU ft4uu, step by step, until hh 
1a plllllfl84 int() .the depth. of if~Jii~dily, .if not do:wuii.dlt. at1uinn. · · . . 

Mr. Jfre.iiilent.: Free.mas~ma .demand respect to tlieir institution, on the ground or ita being a 
~aka~ and, ~inf!~tution. . . . , . . · · . 
l ~ve looked in vam for the evidellce on which this claim is foundec;l. It appem to me 

ea.lculated, not to ' tDiGm and tzpllfUl benevolent aff'ections, but to contract and narrow them. 
Th. e ellariLJ. ~ ~-volew:e inculcated by flle Gospel is to embrace the whole human family, 
~is bMuf#Uljy ill~ in.~ story of the good _S~tan. The, principles o! masonry 
Oli'CUmscribe 1t, t>nDCipally, if not exclusiv. elyJ to their own fioatenuty-and that, however 
~worthy ~ob~ of their charity llle. I JmOW of few, if any instances, even within tha 
ll8le of tboif.9wu. iaaitution, of&D.y extrao~ acta ofcluuity. I know of one iD8tance at 
least, of a person who had many claiula.IS upon the lllStitution, who has received 1\0 aid from it. 
4 &en~ ~a ~ of. considerable property; he joined a lollge ; becam. e diasi.Mted, 
!I'Jgleci.ed,liil busidess,'~e embarl'aased, mo~ his pJ."9perty to. a br9ther • he died, 
Ieav~ . ,a widow. with three helP:ess children. This benevolen1. brOther seized and sold tho 
trhole. Of _t,PP Ji!'operty, IU!fi the Widow l!lld her .iniant children were ~wn destitute upon tho 
world, Wlthout any means of support except tl!at . of her own- mdustey. 'The liand of 
~8~\B~>W.c: ~was 1)0&, 11111\ is not held out to het. The probability is, .that many.m1' 
delud~ .by t.RQ ~oua idea of aid .from the society in C&ll6 of distress, hav;~ been tem. • p . 
to idlenesi, ~ qisaipa.U.~ . aDd by this means brought th~ll'es and ~y. to rnm. . 
know also of an instance of a mason throwing out false rigM of distress, he unPosed ~his 
brp~, _.~ .hjm Q.1lt qf·li)l ,hit p~ty.~d 161\him, andfamilYJ.d'es~tu~ .'l:he 
lllason ilulee4 noeQII'I that he will. not wro~ a brother out of a cent ; but tor this Vlolation 
of his .oath ho ~pe11'with impunity. . · .· . . . . .' .' ; 

The various flllae pretensiona and ~ful d~1ces of free-~ have bee~ ·~ m. 
!16~eral report!\~ thi8 convention. The institution .seel:tsthe ahlof~~rstiti~n, !lnd envelopes 
tlself. in a ~ of antiquity and. J¥tystery. Then il pretends. to Jlbilollopli. y and<lettent; 
~.al~I!A'l-. t.b,e. .tr8JIBIIlutatipJi of·~ T~ ptotell8io~ lll'e tbo ~ onoo 
el'idently to need refutation. They exhi.bit on thm. wendar lite nam. e1t of all the~ m~ 
qC lll!eient of modern· timer., T~ Cain for ~e. : Why not Cain the murderer't 
Indeed ll4r,. 'e IILf!l }u: Willi .. ~ally ~cted in the art. Then they o,;s Seth, 
~~ Solomon, Neb11~h'!dnez2'J!\ .. ~babel-hono!'llY members, l Pre:'~ 
IDodein times, ibey have \he IIIWlM of P'r$1eric king ot Pr1lllia, Voltaire, ·. 
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"lluat. the late Duke ol Orleanl, W eiabaQRt. IUid kiDg Georp tbe 4th. Ia' A1lllrica 1D Amold
aud a Burr. We eD"J' thein not the aplendour and 1\llltre which IIUdl eharactenl abed ~ 
their institution. '1'1ley claim &lao a- Washington and a Fay:ette. Waahin£ton hu left. hil 
testimony ot the estimation in which he held the institution. He deelared he 1uul not been in 
a lodge more than hoo or IArcc times in tAirlr years: and in hia f!Lrewell addrea, he «i•ea a 
110lemn ~ to AmeriCIUIII, to ,..,.,.. of'""' aoefdfu, u dangerous to the liberties oi the 
people. He 'rinually renoUDCed hia connexion with the institution, and that, too, u. early 
u 1t was eaf'e IUid prudent to do 110. He wu a brave man : he feared not to filee the 
mouth of cannon, of muake~e edp oi the •word, or the point oi the bayonet. But 
where is the man wUh such ha 11.enes or U. heart, u not to fear the ~ of the 
~t -m 7 Had he renounced orreneled the eecret while ~ m chief of 
the American armieB, no doubt he would ban fallen in the next battle. Fayette, too, 
when Iut in America, ~ his regret at the multiptieation of lleQ'et -.iatieL He bad 
witn~ in Prance the hOirid murde1'11 and maaacre1 wliidl were~ by IIIICl'et eocietiea. 
MuoDI claim, a11o, many~ of the gospel. The !DOlt, it not all of them, were aeduced by 
false repreBentations ; and when once enanared, they knew not how to extricate themaelvea. 
But we rejoice to 1ee that man7 are throwing oft the chain and eoming &om ~them : and 
we confidently trust that the tune is approaehing, when not a lingle 11ame of a IDlJiiater of the 
ppel will~ upon the liatl ofmuonry. 
- From every 'riew I can take oi the eliUma which speculat.in &ee-l1IUOIIJ'1 hal upon our 
J1J1P11Ct and veneratioa, I am tem~ to pronounce them unfounded and t'alle. 

f am, howeYer1 CO!lltrained in jUBtice to say, and I do it with pleasure, that there are many 
btdividuala within the pale of die iDititution, wholle meritl entitle them to our n!IIJli'Ct and 
esteem. 

Mr. Prealdent: I fi:el the high reBpoDil"bility under which we are Jllaeed u members of this 
llOIIYention. The result of our ~ana of the llllCCell of the aorta we are now making 
to put down IIJ)8CU}atiye free-muonry, Will ~ly aft'ect the fbture deetinie~ of oar eounay, 
ana the woria, u it regardaEf?.'tb, morali~, and religioa. The qllllltion is, llhall we 
maintain the inde ence, from a · file, at the expenee of110 much treuure, 
of agony, and of ~? or we submit to a • more tyraDDiCal and bloody ct.poUmJ, 
JIP!Uilg up in the nry boeom of our coun~ey? No! I trust not. 

I am confident that eYery member of thiS convention is prepared to adopt a ~ 
llimilar to that ~rtlllled more than half a century: ago, by the patriota and heroes or tie 
nvnlution, in this aty, and near this 11J¥1t, and ay that we~ np~ our independence at 
the ex~ ot our JW'Ofllf1r1 ow """• .ad ow ,.,u.,._., 

ML HoPJtllfl rO.e -to make a ~le remark upm the repGI't wldeh had just been read, 
~ lean to premise, that it this conYent.ion had met fir DO ot.hel' JII1I1I08I' than to hear 
&he~rtl that 1iad jiUt been pnented, the time and expence wOuld DOt han been 
un tably appropr'iated. · , 

hoenr r.dl the lUst:or7 off're&.~, and eom~ it with !mown hiltorieal fiLcta &DII 
'eritieiams, as to ltl antil).uity1 will find means to detect a fraud in almost ~ step. The 
.~ which I ban in YJeW u, to uk pmlemen wbo are d>lmlnaat with criticism &llllh!etorf, 
to be kind ~ to tmn their atten~on to thileubjec:t &om time to time, with a 'riew w 
'bringing out the Imposture more prominently lltilL 
· &mlial ~ban been mentiOIMd. and IOIUe now occar to me, thoap I elaim DO merit 
Jbr the sugeation, haYing rellei~ the hinHMm others. Tbumolm&·cifcme is, that Saiat · 
Jerome aw a mu.onic emblem upon the wall of Solomon'• temple. 

Now it is known that &.Jerome 4ourillhed at die ~·of t1ie fourth century • IUld, 
therefore, at a period more than two hundred years aft.er that telllple wu ~ ,lo t.bat 
there was not one atone remaining u~n the top of another. 

The report mentiODB a text in the Re\'elati0111, ~ ~e white ~ in whieli a new 
JWne wu written, as applicable, in point Of time, to the building o( Sololiion'• templ'f which 
was about the year three thousand ; thoudl that expreuicm rePrdinlt the stone With \he 
IWD8 written, wu DOt uttered till about the year foUr thOUiaDif and iixty or eennty • more 
than a thoUI&ud years after the bull~ of the temple. ' 
· I do not know that thil is a mbject wliich hu at.tracted attention at all ; but the text is thla • 
"To ~ that onrcometh, will I gin to eat of the hidden manna, and will gin him a whi~ 
atone, and in the stone a new name ·written, which no one knoweth, •'ring he that reeeiv
.a.h it." 

Tile IIIIIIJODi.c aJ?PUeation o{ this text, is to a bf...tone of an arch in king Solomoa's temple. 
The word stone, m the text, doubd- referred to the juper, ameth)'lt, topaz, or other prec:aoua 
IIIDJI8I worn UJIC!!' tho finaer • and DOt to a ~ ot Dwble llliiab1e tor the by..cone o{ aa 
.&nlh. There 11litde doa6t, ~the paaage in RenlatioJIII ret'erl to a preciou atone, upon 
which iL name or cypher is e~ven, and put into a ring for the ftnaer. "To him that o~ 
cometh, &c. will f (in a White etone"--the melDing of which ill, f will gin him a signet to 
place in a ring; and m that, the new name. But thi8 is applied, in muoaio learninr, to a key· 
.W1111 IJ! marble. 

This is only ~ call the attention of gentlemen to the inCO!IIflteneiell which abound tbfCRIIb
'fllt. Whoever looks into the institution, will ftnd that .it is the ~uct of mea. uoeedingly 
.ljpllniU. I~ bold ~.aY1 fer Jbe ~of my.couatry, .cbal, there il DOC a company Of 
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Amerieaa 1lrick 1IWIOIIIJ to be f'ouad· wbe. il they ahwld a~ an impoliacm. would not be 
capable or building up a more plaueb,ie &bric, dWl t.bia wretche41 cooceplion of London brick· 
laye_n. . . 

Ma. TIU.can aid,' that two or three factll had been omitted, which he would take the 
liberty to ltate, u to the in~ty or JllUIIIic hiatorf and the aacred writiDp. 

In the !'C?)'al arch ~egree, ~e__ high prieat propoaes to take the ark of the covenant, which 
had been depoaited al the building of Solomon's temple, from uncler ground, below the sanctum 
llliletorum, together with the booli: of the law, and the pot or manna, which was to be laid up 
for a memorial, and tile rod of Aaron, which budded ana bl0810med, in teatimony of the COJDo 
miaaion which God gan to Aaron, the high priest, in the wildemeaa. 

Tbia, il we look into aeri_))ture biltory, we liball find, cotlt.radieta the wonla of diTine reveJa- ' 
tion. When S&lomon fini8bed the temple, it wu stated that the ark of the COTenant was 
brought in and plaeed-where f Not in an ardl uder the aanct1BD aanctorum, but in the 
lllletUID aanct.orum ~ where the lamp was buming. It wu Mid that in the ark there wu 
n~ but the two tabletll of atone. Here there ia an evident coa~eti?n and interpolation. 
lt11 declared that the rod or Aaron, and the ~of manna, were depos1ted m.the ark; but there 
ill not the leut intimation in the eeripturee, that they'were enr clepoaited in the ark. We 
bave no account that any thing wu depoaited in the ark,llllve the tablea or atone which 
were given to M.-a upon Mount Sinai, and upon which were' engraven the tenCOIIIIIIII.Ddrutll 
b)' the finpr at God. 

We have, to be 110re, an aeeount that a po_t wu filled with IIIIUllla, and laid up for a te~~.ti• 
mony, but not that it wupot into the ark. We have·alao an aeeount that the rod or Aaron, 
to diltin~ it from the l'8lt of the rodS of the Levitea, budded and bloeaomed, and brought 
forth fru1t of almonds; and we know not that t.bia rod wu in uistence, or that the pot of 
manna_wu in the days ortheJewiah temple. 

Here there ia an evident contradiction, or incongruity. Malonic tradition nma in the face 
IIJd eyea of ecripture liiatory,.e.nd one or the other of them muet be falae. 

There are 110 many inconaiatenei~ in the first three degreea, that men of senae have. 
been utterly aabamed of them. It wu confalaed by Dr. Daleho, that he wu ashamed to 
introduce the aerip&urea, while lecturin« upon the first three degreea, wheQ any pnon of 
~ 'WU able tO_prove them mlae, oy the vary book u~ which they admioia
lered &heir oblintiona. Be adda ORe or twouamplea: one of whiCh is, that euai& was found 
po~upon ihe p&ft of Biram Abift; when he wuburied by Jubela, Jubelo,and JubelWD, 
by tbe lide at Mount Moriah. But, aye \be Jeamed doctor, euaia doea not grow in the 
dimate or Jeruaalem. In filet, it woald be tedioul to enumerate all the abiUJdi• and inoon
llietencies the.& haft crept into the three degreee. Be speak~ or ~r in u leoturee, and 
makea it ap~ that theile degreea are abaurd.1 and contradictory to a Jligl1 degree. 

Here we haft the tea&imlmy or a man ot high atanding, who had &aken many deer-. 
llld been in' peat repute in the fraternity. ADd with reprd to the a.nUquity of rr
~. IIIIUIOill haft been ~ coovinoed that tJaeai prelleDiions are lilla8. Dewitt. 
Clinton wu himaelf fully coMineed R it, and 110 expreaaed IWnaelf in a public addreaa. He 
alao diaearded the idea tba& Pvtbaaoru and VitruVJue were muona. 1'MM ideas were ex· 
Jhlled ill hil addrelllfl&l the inauillation of Stephen Van ReDuelaer, u grand muter of the 
graod lodge of the alate of New-York; aod he conaidera theae cin:wnatance11111 h_aving done 
great iojury 10 the canae of --rr· Be admite, that their preteneions to antiquity, and 
lheir claimiilg all the learDed and 1riee -or llllcient a-. u Jtl memberl and patrons, ia 
u~ incooaiatent. 

There are many other &eta which might be named, but I gift theae u a apecilnen. Every 
~who :wiD so inte an uamiaation Of dlia aubjec:t, will fiDd that muonic hillt.ory ia full Of 
lDeODillteDCl... ' . . 

ML Ruo aaid. while othora haft.IJbown that· muonio pratenaiona are inconaiatent :with 
lllcient hiltory, l will ahow that they are inecmainellt with 'themaelv., &om the very 
Datnre or .the ease, and the &eta let forth; for they could Dot have taken ~ at the 
tiJne or ita · · · · 
~ ~ imJ)OIIIibilitita, the idea that Solomon would have aubmitted to the 
~ eereJil!'IIY. of' being led l'OUIId a lod£e l01BD witla a halter allout 1aia neck, ia 
~l.hei improbable, u wen u that &et wllich re1atea to the lla)'inl of Hiram the 
1ndow•a eon. _. 

We are informed that all who lmew any tbiDg or thi8 mafter, ..-en Sol0111011o Biram ot 
Tyre, and Hiram the widow'• 1011. They alao iiJform ua that certain inditiduala wiahio.c 
te obtain the _._word, iD order to vam iilto diatlmt oouotriea and pea biiiUterl, aaa: 
cet hiRher laid iD wait to obtain it flam Hiram the widow's 1011. . . 

I u\: why Ttheae- requiJe dliaaecre& wonJ, if Solomon' and the two Birama were 
the only pel'IODI who could laiOw die word? or from whom could they II' bighar waps, 
it these gentlemen alone were acquainted with that word 1 . · 

Thea; ~ o.er the _..._Y of killiDr Hiram Abift; 1hil .ia a convadiction or aeripo 
tare ~; ttir ~ iDbm ua that he livid ·to ~ all the worka that the Lord p~ 
laia to-cio; Now I Uk tllia eonftllltioo to look at the ..ue aC railiog Biram af\er he had 
laiD in 1M pan 8fteea da~ BolomoD ia repreaeDted u ~ him ~ the ift poin&a 
flr.Iknrllaip. a bit 10 roo&, kaee a.Imee, ~ to bnu&, hiDd &o bac:Jr, Uclmaa&h 10 ear. 
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-·1111tota_peae iie all &he eertiiiiDIIielothHDuoDry·; IJid it il be doubted bunr~ il caa 
lie 'lbown m emy degree • f)r· U. ~ciea are ., di.stinctly marked,· that DO man. 
examining &he BUbj~ as laid down in elder Bernard's book. can rise from the examina
don wi~ being _fullj' aatialied, that abe is as falle 81 the lilther of liOIJ. 

Ma. Bau.u».~ would eall &Uebtion for a moment to BOJDe points which . have been 
JIUIIId ~ in the remarks relptC\iDg the antiquity of this institution. 'l'he first ia, the 
~Diion of&..maaonry to be a IOUI'Ce ofrel.igiolw metruetioo. It has been said that it is not 
ieligion ; but I eonoeift that to be a religious instit:::t which pretends to make men better, 
fllr \irne'IUIII ~t by wbiah men can be · from diath to a Btate of glory at t.be 
ritht hand at God,; . 

"But I come to &..maaoDJt itaal£ to the principles of the institution as laid doWn in all 
&he degrees at&..~, from tlw at en&ered apprentice, to &he forty-eighth inclUBin. 

In tlie first degree, the man is taught that, by the oommon gavel, operabve IJIII80J18 pl'fi.JIIU'8 
lltollea, and fit diem for &he builder'& use ; but 81 free and aocePted maaon.a, they are taugllt t~ 
use it tbr a more noble and ldorioua ~~ diveating tJieir hea&"ta aDd coDIICieneea of all 
thf vices and BU~uitiea of" life, thiJretiy fittmg their minda, as living and li.Yely lltoJle8, for 
thlt spiritual b~t bowie, not made witli banda, ewmal in the heavens. 

The speaker ~ to f!!C8P!tulate the ~t tl!~Uurea ofY&rioua other degrees, inclu
~ the royal arch, the DBDd, elect, perfect imd BUblime DI880Dt, knight of the sun, &e. The 
thrice illUBt.rious Jmighf of the croea swears, " by the honour and flOWer of the made of the 
holy and illlllt.rinus oriler of the firosa," which he hofds to heaven in his ri&ht hand, and in the 
dniulpteaenceofthe mm haly and ~ty God," that he will accept of,' and tbrevercoosider 
&he orou and mark of this orcfer hil ~.l ~" rather than a dependence on the bt-l Jesus, 
in preparing 111m for the richt hand of God m heaven. 

The.., tlien. are the pretenaioos of free-masonry, to make men better tbr time and eternity; 
bat they are preteDiiom flalle and delll8i1'e. And I would ask the mamben of this connntion, 
whether, wit'hin their ~wn ~ ~haY& ever lmown men to be made better in t.bis 
Jife, bv their attention to the pr!Dci~ offrie.muoluy, or whether theY- have known one man 
10 be leed thereby 6om &he plths 01 ~'Y. to thoee of "firtue 1 or what ovideDce have we, 
that any man bali been placed in the glonoua hope of a bi-t immortality beyond the pve, 
~the illftuence ortbia inatitntioa'l ' 
~. in all ita religious preteD.Iioaa, is an impomlre. 
One poiat more. It pretendi to han the ridlteoua power ot&altinc human Jif'e; this a YeT'/ 

hilth UINIIl~llt and ita uereise is BU~Dy ,fad& . 
h &he Anit place I would remark,~ in 111011t of1he ~of~ there ere oaths; 

the peaahy mpoeed by tboee oaths is UBDally that of deatli. BIB it is laid ~ no ~ is swom , 
to iDflict this Jleaal~. . ' 

In &J~SWer to thii objeetion, I would obstne, that the organizatioD of free.inaaomy is like 
die orpbi,r.atiO!lot~ Otberpernmm~t. A constitutionism.t adopted, dlenlawsere passed, 

1 

with penalties dlxed, aooordiiag to the nature of theeelaws; and at a BUbeequent period officers 
- ap~ .. ~ thoee penalties. If in the lower a~ ob~ ana~ .. are 
impoeed, and at the esme W8e none appointed to inllict tbOee ~ still I object to the 

1 

~t ; f« it is clearly prGTed, tliAt in &he ~-. depei the d-..y of inB.ictmg them is 
J!Olllted 01lL I ban mJ'IIBif taken an oath. which laid me uDder a aolemD obligatioo to inJiict 
ihe fleDII)ty ott.he lawa ot ~ u~ ell those who are the 'riolatora of IUcll lawa. 

'l'lle eleCted kniatlta of nine ue to iake venp111ce, not ~ m the murderers of Biram AbiJr, , 
but on all tboee wlio betray the eecreta of thAt degree. But I would further nmark. that sub
~t to &he ~ of this girfilnlment,laws were ...ae to bind ipdi,-idual& Ther 
haYe power 10 ink 1M penaltil!l wllich they have aftixed ._.the lawa. The very mskiDg of , 
a law is a JD&Difestation that there is power to administer the law ; the dlxing a j:Jenalty to 
ay law w11at1mr .-the power to in8ict that Jlfl!ld~ . . 

Bitt what haYe·tJie &atemi~ IIIJOken UpOn this IUbject 'J Tbfly haTeiiP<Ikeo volumes, and 
eealed tlteir teetimoDy with die fJlood af an indilidu&l. No& C!Wy bofoie tlle abduction of ' 
William M~ but ainee, I have heard ma8ons in the l(!dge, aJid out ot the ~odie. usert 
that it wu ri«Jtt to iB8iet the peaalty of death upob tbdle whO betray tbe·lflmtl of the order, 
and 1linee the fate of Morgan W.:.lmowo, I haft~ i& jUBtified by the ~~L 1 

I hea'd Bfllli>IY oue huadred 1111110118 in a ~room mailifla' that it _. rigllt at 'MOJP!l 
lbould be murd'ered, his tongue cut ou~ his t.hioat- cut 6om ear to ear, &e. Ail. in ihis 
cmdii.Ye, ... the Jmigbi tlllmplari lind bip prielta; t.lllre .... an almolt QD8Dimoue appro
batioa of the~ 
~t I olret a eW ~ ~y than thir, in the cU. ot ~ .aheUon and murdeiers of 

William Morpn. Theee iildhidaal8 11aYe beaD --.1 aad ~ to the wQrld, and &he 
fratenJ!.tt ....... cmmd them ia a.eir gull'- and IIIUelded them from the.l't't ~·of the 
law of iMir. c0ant.ry. :rk4ft,... proYed pllty of the ahduct.ion of .liiOrpD. [Here the 
~er wu mtenuptecl.) 

· . TQ Pu!lmHT mterpo.ed ~ the poilU of order. If prn1emea 1nJll8 ~&&eel ~ I'IIIIP 
· .· ft! llefd ot debate at P!eaaure. aiad ta am.wiYert at lelllfA 1lpOil IUbjeeta, -whet,ller proper f/1 

:ibiJroDei, tbe&t W'OUld the iliblltelf·ot daif conveiltioo be. intermiDal:a TllouP &be Ohiir Would 
,' ~"i6d.6foqusc-u..,.._New.Yorltwi~umbdl.phauN•aar...._oec~~e .. 
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eon•tiCHt, litO(, hi cl.oant the .uce too wide, alld hoPed t.tae pattemaa would proceed, ..... 
fining himself more elolef'y to the report under couakleratioo. 
The~ oflilred a few e~ remarb, in which he pt'Qlelled to bue int.eDded ~P

plying bis oblerfttioaa to ~ti ot ntal importaoce to. reJigioD and hi8 -~. bat woUld 
.waive further remarb, pYing &be too.. to a gentleman upoo the oppoli&e lide of &be boue. 
(Mr. Annetrong.) 

Ma. Aalrst'aowo wiabed to call dteauentfoa oftheqYeDtioll to a Iinde point. It illmcnm; 
lllid be, that the institution ot ~ claims an intimal power 01 """'»'u~ the oe&are 
or its own prinei.plea ; that ie, dtoee tbinlr8 that are declared to lie IIICI'et. It beeb h-
~dy eaiil that Cre.IIIUOIIr}' eao nner lie reftaled. • 

The ql\e8tion now iar how cloee this declaration comport with &eta 7 It hu 001011 to JIUI. 
in the foF. or the mneteeoth century;.::=::~ weetero wwld, in the "'reetem pan Of the 
state of w-York, that that claim of l · baa been broken down. Tb• it ,.. 
elaimel this fbr1toe. wu ~ re:& k bU 001011 to~ that one_.. hU broken 
down t'he·~er; William Morpo baa cJnulpl the ~ or~. and they are 
now fu!fy ~n to the world. • 

Is thel.l' claim, then, in this putieular IQIJPOI'ted 7 No. Tbe wwld have the 110nt; old 
and youdl:, ricli and pocl!'o may read and mid'ei'IIWid what it ie, and whether it .ia good or bed. 
We see, tlien, that tbil claim 18 not supported~ fad& 

[rise tO introduce a Iinde incongruity in the~ ot rr-m.onry. It buner -.a claimed, 
that the llllclent Janclmarb ot fre0..11111110ary coulcl not be cloDe away or cbanJed. The anei.ent 
landmarks of 11111110nry, as tbev are ealled, are not fOund in any lingle ad, aagn, ¢: word; 
but theY: are an the eatabliafted .. ritee, and eenmolliee of the three &t in ma
!0111'}!. I have dUll from bida III&IOIIIC authority, that thew are the aocieat Jandmarb. Now 
the signs ana emblems of tli- ll'llt three·degJ'e!l, - claim - eetabtiBbed at or before 
t'-i time Of ~ the temple of Solomon. Be it 110; &be chart or ~ of the maaler'e 
degree hai upon it the letler G, of the modem, or Roman Endi8h al~ Tbia, aooordillc 
to the showing~ maeone, moat have been placed there as earfy as tbe ~ of the &emple. 
I hue taken 80me ~ to aaeertain the &.et, and find that the letter G, or any o&ber letter 
similar, did not e:riat till~ centuries aft.er &be buildiftr olthe temple. . 

Ma. Suolt, ot Vermon~ laid that, altlloudt &be sub~ ot the ~ W been dilcu-t 
lt eonaiderable lencth, be would lllik the incf'lllgeaee or the COil'YellUon to otrer additioaal reo 
marks. • 

One of the most ~ed of the ~terJSiou ot ~ ie, that it is the .. ..,_ 
111814 of"'"""'-" We all !mow, Mr. Piesiden~ bow intimatelr &IIOcialed is the idea or reo 
ligion With eve~T tllint that Ia valuable in this life, and with all our hopes and up!rati(lnt, 
connected with thaf 'riich is to come. We tfnowwhat a net ~ ol the popUlation of 
llUr eoun~ aril ~ous, and with what fi.vour ~ re«ard eYf!TY ~ wbieb comee to them 
tlothed with Slldi high· preteosiona. . It is upoo the 1treilgth of lucb pret.enaione, emblazoned 
upon ita ft-on't_thet maeonry haa drawn witliin ita embraee great numbers ot the miniatera ot 
religion, deluding them into a belief' that it wu m inlt.itution ot DiviDe origin, and capable of 
~ them "Wise un£o salvation.'' · 

To Slllltain the preteosiona or DI&IOIU')', to be the Jwwlmald ot reficioD, it .. ealled • elri
IIWe ~ It Ia not merely ailerted dtat - are daaritable, bat that charity .conati
tutea a lea4ing feature of their inatitu~on. An4 what is charjty? Ita -tial principle 
is an enlaiged and ~ve benevol.-good-will to~ ill the largeet and moet ex
lenaive aense. E'ftry hlUIIaD being it ~ u a brother, no mAtter what may be his coloar 
or condition or c1uiraeter; and no matter to what .-:iatioa be mAy bel~, or by what name 
he may be eallecL He ie a human beillri boand to every other human being bY the ties or a 
common origin, antiA«mmlllln destiny. t eaonot contempla&e him aiiiOGieDt without feeling 
the Coree of ih- ties; and, urged bf the irnnulae or ile own di'rinity, it opeD1 wide ita 8J1IUI 
U!d aiel! to the relief of bi.s IIU1t'erings. It •f'doee &OOd and tend8.~·for ~ .,.;" 
ant!, is t.Kl c!illd ol that Father "who maketb bi.s IUD tD rile on the M and on the p)d, and 
sendeth ndD on dui jQIIt and on fhe wijoat." • 

But what ie the charity or manaryf Sir, it . ia the ebari~ or eeMeJ:=• a charity which 
~and eoda with th8 Cra&ernity,- fratemitr, fioom whiCh: are ~.7 excluded a1[ 
wlio are mlillt ~16tto beCome the -..blecta ot ita bountr.• le the DOble ~pte of Cbriatian 
charit eheriafied ' aD institution w6ich &me to ita bountiell IUCh an excluam direetion ,. 
Does ~ liallloeiaball· deliilrfe the 1Wile it .-.w., which gifell to the ties of an artiAcial· 
brotherhood a 1*t.er ll&reDdh than th01e by which. the Father or all baa bowld t.ocether th6 
great famil Ofhi8 Children., • 
~ maJ;;ey tllils in itll ~tenliona to lie the band~ of ~on. ia a ,..~ more importaol 

[lartic'lllar. The mOIIC Jmimlnent f'eatare ot the Chriat.iao rellg1on 18 a ~ or fql.- t 
the ap{rit wbieh JD01t of an diat.inguiabed the life end doetriaee 01 ita di'rille Author. Add ia 

•Hanlin MGDit«, a ltiDdard ...-ic -11, IIP8&kisa fll the qaljhe;.. llr -a. anllip, ..,....... 
..... ill,_ ...... ·-,al!hOulh.--..lfitiame~udl!..~ ......... -rwf:MI~~ 
~fll-~ Thq~t. ~ 10 their applioUioa -- --· 10--...
~ W 1M~ fll their~ ud lmow that ~ requires,-~ lmowledae. 
bat a!trd•-. ud dtceDt extama1 appeuuce, 10 miDtaia IIIII Rppon itll _.., ,..,111flliilitr tliul ............. . . . 
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wiiM put or......,. i8 6illfll:ril to be b1M 7 Where ia it illllalcafAMI 1 WMre 10 mach u 
eftD ~ to 1 Tlie handDiiUd or the reliaion of 1-Chriat, aod ret a atranger to forgive
.. , Bet it ia not merely a ~ to lOrgiuMu r it eheriaha, 1t ineuleate8 the opposite 
lpirit--&be epirit ot ~, No man can yield him8elf up to the full in4uenoe Of freo. 
DIUOary, wi\hoat ha'finc all tlae kindly feelioga of hia nature exti~, with regard to t.holle 

·who MCede from the inatitution. Nor' ia thiS spirit found alone m those ~~ of masonry 
..m- oa&bl ezpnllly biad to the iniictioo of veDge&UCe on muonie traiton. It neceuarily 
NIUltt f'rcm tlae whole of the 1111110Dic eollltiwtion. Let an~n.te uaociation of men become 
bound f.Oiether by oa&be, ..m- IIUICtiona are ....,_ '- aod, whatever alae may belong 
to it, ungeanc« Ui8tantly becomes a leading feal.ure in itt character; and it require& no ex~ 
Ol'diJ_Iary mowledp of dae na&ure of tbe human miad, to ~Til how emmendy fitted to 
cherilh that apirit, ia tlae •urtet and tlae ..,.,., of the muODle inatibltion. 

What ia thua JDaDifeatly tn1e of the theory of~. ia a&rikingly ao u to ita practice. To 
'l'iollue itt aecre&a ia regarded u a ain 10 ~ all other aina, u to place the offimder utterly 
beyoad the reach of ~· Muonry eontaina no proviaion ~r hia reston.tion to favour. 
T6ere ia no aeeeder, th- 11 no man who hu decidedly oppoaecl IDUOIII'f• who hu DOl leell 
aad tek the foroe of thi8 ~tal priaciple of the inatitlltlon. 

And ia the charaeler of anl other inatituUon among ua thua marked 7 Do we, tbr example, 
- the spirit of masonry exhibited towards aeeedera from any of our churches 1 They do, in
deed, beCome the objectll of diapleal'.ll'eo But dou thi8 diapleuure uaume the ehalaeter of 
maaoaic ungeance 1 Are they l}'ltlllllatiealll"' ~ witfl alander, and made the vict.ima 
of an untiring and relentleR peraeeution 1 ~ what ia the ain of leceding from masonry-, 
or of orpoaing the inatiwtion, that it ahould meet auch a fearful and unwonted retribution 
uthi8 , 

Nor ia the ezbibi&ion of thi8 9iftt con6Ded to the abandoned and prolligate melllben of the 
fialerDity. In too many- ia u manifested by men -rting high claima to coodn-; and, 
what ia itill more ~ by men who, with regard to almoet. every thing elae, - to 11111tain 
that character. They are cood neighboura and good citizen&. Towarda all othera but the ob
~ of--'c diap~ they are kind, and generoua, and forgi~. But here, aJu, they 

', exhibk a spirit utterly u war with the benign nligioa which they proJeA It ia not the ordi
nary Aleling of diapl~ at ~poaed ~; a AeliDg w~ even in ite e~ exhibi&a 
traeea of i&a virtuoua origin. BUt: it ia vincliCUve in i&a very nat.ure; and would aeem to be 
atiafiecl with ~ ahOn of the utter extermination of itt victim& 

Buell, lir, ia the 8(IUU ot~. We han an- it; and &here an, ~1.1. few mem
bera ofthi8 coaveouoa who hau not felt it, ia itt e&cta •n them, peraOnallf· J:lOW many 
have Men their W&l'llleK 6ienda suddenlp and l&raDileiY aliinated 1ioui them, Wltbholding even 
the iaterchange ot ord~ civiliU., beCauae thq uie, ia the honest ainoerity of their eoula. 
and ia the uerciae ot their riptt u ci&iuna ol a he ~111., dared to investigate, and 
expoee, and CODdema the ialututioo of he-111U011_1'Y. There an, co the honour of hlllllall 
nature be it sPOken. many uoeptiona to thi8 riiiiiU'k; among 5}1oae who are nominal membera 
of the fiatemity. They are men upon whole minda maao~ hu made but a comparatively 
alight imp..-ion. But it ia neventielesa U'Ue that itt vindictive ~it hu experienced a living 
illua&ration in great numben, who hau ~ 111011& deeply veraeil in ill mpteriee, apd wbqae 
high.~ ia the inadtutiOD gives aauranee tbu tfle'y are au- tiom beiag etrangera to· lte 
pnUllle apuu. 
. Shall eilch an inat.iw&ion w. ...... delude the world '- iw -tenaiona to be the handmaid of 

1be relilrion of the Prinee ofp;;:;-7 uz .-- .. 
Ma. Rvuua, of Ma.aohuaeue, eoocluded the debate. Be aid that he wu 111rry to difi'er 

with ~«! of bia frienda on one poinr.. Be had loDir been convinced that IIIIIIOf!l'Y wu charita
ble, tbr "1t covered a _,..,. f/ ,.,, " He had no objection that the tmithlll'hood should 
uerciae dominion over themlelves, ao lol1lr u they did not interfere with the righte and liber
tiel of others. Be wu unwilling to IU6mU to a richt elaimecl by them to control the eourta 
and the legislative and executive liranches of the covernmenr.. Let them legislate tbr them
aelves, but not lbr us. Let them drink out of eadl other'• akulll, but 110t Ol&t Of oura. 

Tile repon wu adopted. . 
011 motion of Ma. Saw AD, ot New-York, it wu · 
....., That a committee of one &elm. each 11tate and ~~ted. be appointed 

to makea eoneiae re~ 011 the ~ ot anti-muoary throu(hont the United Statea. 
Tile repon ol Mi. HeRin upon the obliga&ieD o( ~ oatha 1t'U taken up, and OD 

I1IOtion co -· the ..... Ma. W u&u, of~ aid, thU he-. u anxiona to forward the ~ ot 
the OODTillltioa u aay ocher member, bu& it hid appeared to him, that the subjecL ofmuonie 
eatba wu the lllOit important aubject that could bO couidered by thi8 eonvention..J. and that 
tbia -:e~,had. the cr-wa beariiur upon &be~~ ofanti•JDI.!OI!fY· wJiat we.do 
u thia ~ ~ ~ will ~ ~ Ulently; we should; thUefore, have a clietinCt underatandiog 
el the lubject m all1&* beariDp. , · , : 

It - that th- O&tba are neither morally legally, or reli«iOUily binding; thia ia " non
llideration vutlz- import.anr.. The adoption of l,hl; reJIOn ia eafoulated to " la:y the ue at the 
root ot the tree of maaonry. It ia tlie moat efFectual meuure that we can poeaibly take to 
~ the inatitur.ion t b il we can d~y cbele oa&be, the inatiwtioll &Ua to tht Crouacl .. 
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once. fl the eiJarm C!UI ODOe be llrobD-tt it C!UI be u•i~ lbown ucl ~ t111c 
th~ .oatha are no& bindinr. honest men and ~ men will come out and diaert the iD-
atitubon. · 

I apprehend that infinitely the ~ majority ot muona are be1d to the inatitutioa, by a 
ala nih: belief tha& &M. oatha are binding ; &lley abhor the inatitutioo, but (ear the oatha; anct 
it we can onee convinee them that theae ciatba ere not bindin«; that ~ haYe no le«aL II10I'aJ. 
or religious lOree, the inaUtution is ~eel. And this is tlie plat objeCt Cor whiM We han 
here aaeembled. We han no& auembled here to conjure up the ghoet oC Morgan, or to a't'ellp 
his blood, but to expoee to public view the inftuenee whieh the inatitution o( free.muonry hU 
upon JR!bUe juatiee m our courta o( law and halla o( legislation ; and to show that theae Oatha 
are not bindina' or~· It appeara to me, that Uaia ought to be one ot the moa promi
llent aubjeetaliefure thia conven~t ita imponance ought to be deeply Celt. 

We haYe aaembled here to protect our own ~:U and to break down this combination 
~ ~y; and in no way can we do it.., e y ·aa by des~ing theae obligationa. 

The arguments contained in the report are CODCJuaift and fb1l. The law takea no notice at 
perjury, excefl' it be commiued in 1001e 00111t at justice. Now, the pat ery ia,·tha& theM 
eecedera are not to be beUend, that they are ~ wretcllea. But they are not perjured 
'rillaina or wretches. To say.., ia a groaa misuse o( tennL They haye broken their'maeonic 
obli,tationa, but they are not guihy or perjury. We cannot raise too loud a voice with regard 
of tlieae W:ta ; it Will prevent the error from spreading. It is a maaonio ~~~&~~muvre, and ought 
lo be treated u IUCh ; we .t to dwell upon it. The opposition to theae oath• ia the aure 
foundation o( anti-muo!ll'T; 1t ia what I Uqderatand to 6e true anti.muonry. I know the 
tenera1 opiuion ia, that it 1a an exeitemeD& pt up about Morgan'l murder; and many auppoee 
ihat we liave auembled here to arouse the community by a recapitulation o( .MorEari's abduo
tion. That waa indeed a horrible aftil.ir, an inf'amoua transletion, and it MeDII aall there coulcl 
be hardly enough aaid UJIOD the aubjeet; but when comparee! with the8e oaths, it ie o( no coo
eequ~ except to ahoW that muona do conaider these oatha binding ; that they \bought iL 
11~ to tab the lifis o( a t'ello1r·mortal ; to dlltroy a man b committing no crime, but 

telliT·~-~~ tru~L-~ it L....-'- th : • •L-• • •L- binillft• 
"""' 11 ano.......- • we can .......... up eapreeaon ........ ~ oa ..... are -

IDUODI will no& feel on to J.MIIjure_tbe~Me~Yea in eonrta o( justice. · 
No11Vt a= arch JDaiBD f'eei.bolmcl to utricat.e hia compamoa, whether right or wrong; 

and iC Dro t into a court. o( jua&iee to nur apinat a royal arch ma8on, he cannot, it he 
feela hia tiona to be ~.do jlllltice to hia country, th=t'eela deeply the intereae8 
ot the eommunhy. But it he can only be ~ed that the · · which were imJIC*ld 
on him were wholly unlawfUl, and, &Om that fad, not in the leut obliptory, he is pre
pared to do~ and act hoautly •• 

Two areaL objecta ot anti-DIUOIIIT are to pari(y courts at Just!cet and to emancipate tbe 
preu. But the Object which COil* oeareat our heuia ia, to deatrD1 the inftuenee oC th- oa&IUI; 
ia.stead oCdwellini.UJIODwh&L ia ~ we(lught to go forward to the great prinei.,Ie, tha& thee8 
oatha are at war 1titll JlllbUe right. Thia is what we oudlt to chvell upon at all timee ; honeaL 
!Den ~ill then d-n die htemity; the enemy only d remain, to JIIIII8L their tue in the tall-

~ r:on waa made to amend the e1auae in the, report, where the INIDber oC muona in the 
Ullited Statee ia l&ated at to!>t.OOO. ~ ltriking out tliat number1 and inaerting 100,000, which 
ia the number mentioned in Ma. W ....., •• re~ On this motion, 

Ma. W .._...,, u chairman o( the eommiLtee who made the ref?C!rL upon the oricin o( ftoee..ma
eonry, h. ~ed to explain the manner in which the COIIIIIIittee liad aniYed at the eetimate 
0( 100,000. They had been prineipallr. govemect by the publiabed doewnenta o( the &ater
llity. He had DO Objection to the inaertion o( a greaw nUmber, proYided that number were 
nearer the ttilth. . 

Ill a work publi.ahecl by the htemity, he bmd the number oC loclp enumerated from ODe 
lo live hundnd and eigrat in the aw.te o( New-York. P~IY&rU& furni.ehed about \hree 
hundred. The~ are regularly numbered-each number liuing ita eha~e had ' 
not howanr beell in Jlli•B•JioD or doi:amenta which would enable him to determine the precile 
IIWUber in the Union. 

Ill 1815 a rep1ar retura waa made, in which the whole number oC lodcea waa eedmated a& 
lea \han 1500. 'And u flu- aa my experience in rr-~ .co-. eaid the s~r,,I uq or 
tbe ~that if' there are but 1500 locla-. there~ ~ylao& more thai1500 ~ 
111akii1g an acpep.te ot 1000 1odaee and Chapten. The Book Of' Conatitutiona oC M...achu
eette, aw.t.ee, that when the nuniller ot membera in a lodae exceed• 30 or 40, the b~\hren 
Pllerally find i& OOilftllieut to ee~ and make a new liody. Ill addition to the conn
Dienee proteesed, it del!ita men 110 much to be atyled MHI W or•WJIIW. that there ia no doubt 
lhey improY8 their pri to the Cull exteatt-in the coun~1• they eertainly do ao. And I 
enture mr.o~ tha& locJcel thrcJughou& the country, lbaU no& tUrniah more than from S5 

to 40 actu8l memben. There are to be -, in all parta o( the country tome who do not be
lone to anr locke; they J.<line!1 the lodp, but became aiek or it and abui;L;;;i it; or they han 
hmO\'ed from &lui plalle m whieh they were made muons, and han DOt thouaht fit to &Uacll. 
lhemaemlto anot6er 1oclp. · There are, perba~ about one third oC c.be whole body, who do 
llltiPIIIIber ia dleladpl; ·it tbele bt ~~Wed t.O. &Jae already~ it will iacnua .. 
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~ber t'or e8ch lodge and chapter. to about 501 .nakina: in iggfegat.e of 100 oOo uiein'bers. I 
thiu1t this emmate large eno!JP ; still, if there 11 any Mdition&l ilit'ormation r;; be thrown out, 
hball be glad t.o hear i.e. But -.re are not to take ~ estimate of our enemies upon thia sub
Ject, who 6oaat or an institution coeval with Adam and Solomon. 

Now the grand chapter pretends t.o ciime from the days of Zerubabbel, and &om M011e1 eftD, 
when it is Ueertainea that it originated in 1747, and not before. Previous to that period the 
roye.) arch ea&pter had not a name, found even upon the books of the order. 

We have pe1d aullieient attention to the antiquity of the institution ; and their pretellllions 
as t.o numbers, are probably as false, as they are Shown to be in relation to the antiquity of the 
institUtion, or ita eJaim to tie the handmaid of relilrion. · 

Ma. Moas&, of New-Jersey, said, that he had" travelled extenlivelyL and been acquainted 
with 1~ in thirteen states of the union, and he Will quite sure that Mr. W &J:d's eaiCulation 
wu even beyond the filet. Be had never known a body of masons to keep together over ono 
or two ~ ; they would dispene, in order to hold offi.ees, and he had considered their elaim, 

. as to numbers, a" fiiiiiORfe WulA." 
. Ma. P AIK&, of Rhode Iaiana, said, that eonaidera~le pains had been taken in Provide~ 

"Rhode Island, to ascertain the number belonging to the Craternitr. Muons had estimated 
their number at 5 or 6oo ; but, upon investigation, they had been unable to make out more than 
150. He thought the probable number in the state was about 1000, and ia the state contained 
aomething near 100,000 inhabitants, these Caets would go to eonfihn the aceuraey of the esti
mate given in the report; aa there were probably as great a proportion of maso111 in Rhode 
lslancf as in any other part of the eountry. 

Ma. PBJCLPS, of Mliilaaehusetts, remarked that when the inquiry eommeneed a year ago, 
they were told by masolll, that the number';/ the 6:-aternity in BostOn was 6000. Boston con-
tailllllittle leu than 62,000 inhabitant& . ~ 
. The whites, he said, had live lodges, two ehapterS, and' one encampment; and there was one 

lodget one ehapter, and one encampment of blaCk& The number oC blaeka in the city he esti-
mated at 300. . · 

Mueh painsluul been tak8Jl by the suburb and city innstiga~ eomtnitteea, eonaisting ot 
one hundred and twelve persons; they had been at work tor eight or nine months, and had 
~en a great deal of pains to investigate the subieet efreetually; and instead of 8000, they 
l)ad been able to lind out, 80 tar, but about 800. all was pretty well sat.islied, by the efforts ; 
already mad~ that they would never be able to ftnd muollll enough to enerease the number 
above 800 ; and &om the relative proportions of inhabitalfts . and masons, in the ~ty of Bos
ton and town of Providence, he believed the estimate of the report to lie a full and ample 
estimate. · 

The amendmen\ ~vailed, and thus amended the report·Will adopted. 
The report of Ma. W .a.ao, from the committee to mquire and report where fiee-masonry 

«iriginated, &e. &e. being ealled up for consideration, 
Ma. S&w.a.ao moved to amend there~ by striking out the words" Satan's synagogue," 

lllled in application to the masonie institution, and by inserting, in lieu, thereof; the words " un-
ballowed temple." On this motion, · 

Ma. W .&.tLo, chairman of the committee who made the report, remarked. that the phrue 
occurred only m the eoneluaion or IUDllliing up, and that it was ~tural fn deference to the 
teelinr. or rather ju~ent of gentlemen oC the eonvention, he would not insist upon the 
propnety of r:etainin_g tlie words as origi~ally expressed ; towards the members of the Cril.ternity 

t ·Jie cheriShed no unkiild feel.inp ; tO tliem he woUld not apdly harsh terms ; but as it regardeii 
the institution itself; he mUit eonfeu that no language 'coulc adequately express the abhcirrenc:e 
in~~~~~ . ' 

Ma. BoLLY a8id1 that synagogue was a term applieable to a place of .WOrShiP. Be hoped 
t,ha~ nothing :woulll mnan&te &om this convention C&leulated to give offe~ee to any man. l:Ie 
would not appropriate to free..maso111 a temple in temis, by whieh oft'enee !Uitht ·.be given to 
any clus of the community. .For these reasons, he would prefer that the phrUeologi should 
be~ed. . . 

M&; BorL&.&.U hoped the amendmenfwould-11l"eV&il·; he eoald readily eOIIceiYli thAt no tan
nage was adeguate to JlCll1l1ra:Y the f~.ot ~ masons· but if he h8d learned any 
UUDg by experience, i~ wa.t, that under all iiiDilar eireumBtanees, it Is the beet aDd m01t. eilectwil 
way, to use sot\ tel'lllll. · 

The a.lnendment prevailed, and the~ thui ~was ad~ · 
.:Ma. PssL:P~; .&om .the committee appointed to eonaider the proper busiliese to be inbmitted 

to the convention, .wxnitted the tbUo~ reaoluticm, whieh Will ailoJ)ted; · . · . 
: Ruolvetft ~hat a. ec;munittee of Ave be appointed to report "lipon die eftecta ~ he-DIUOIIJ'y 

on the Christian relilrlon. 
. The eollV@tion acl)ourned to .four o'eloek. At four they ~ted. . . . . · 

• reaolntion re~rted by Mre .RuGCL&S, authorising the eommittee or ~Dance tO obtain 
iu'bseriptio!lll to defray the eipenses of the eonventiou, was adopied. · . 

On motiop of Ma. GanN', a eo~ttee was apPOinted to eotWder aDd report a£ what time 
the wnnntton may eoinplete its bUsiness, and adJoui'll rine die. . . : 

Ma. Aunaoilo, of New· 'york, from the committee of aeeewng· ~ iia~Je a detailed 
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~ giYiDr a~ ot the oa&U. o~ and prumiDeD~ pomtl - each depe ot 
tee.~. Tlle report was laid upon die table. · · . • 

Ma. HoLuY, of New-York, from \be committee to whom the duty of preparing it had been 
lll8igned, reported an~ to the people ot the United Statea. The ldcfreee W.. laid upon 
the table. · · 

MA. M&YN.AU,ot'New:-York, thensaid, th!Uin the Iangaage ot another, Uled on another 
occa.sion, he would aay, "To-day, we have done enough tor r)!Jry." Be then IIIOftd that the 
convention a:cijourn. Tht;reU,POD, • 

Adjourned to 9 o'clock to-morrow lll01'DiDg. · 
T-.day, Sept. 16, 1830. 
The eonvenUon met pUl'IUIIDL to adjourmnenc. Prayer by the R~. ML .Anano•o, of 

New-York. · 
.Ma. Ru~ of New-York, &om the committee on that. aubjeet, reported bv reaolution, that 

this oonvention will adjourn on Friday evening next, at 6 o'clOck P. M. whieL waa adopted. · 
Ma. TuLoa, of New-York, from the oommittee on the-in4uenee ot fi'ee.masonry on ·the 

·IJU!>lie press, made a report which was adopted. 
Ma.lh:wuo, of New-York, from the oommittee on that sUbject, reported IIUildry reeolu

UoDB, which were read and laid upon the table. [See them among the report&] 
.Ma. W A.Lua, of Ma.esachwsetts, from the committee to inquire whetlier masonic oaths dia'

qualify men i>r ollieea in the gift. of the people, made a report, whieh was read and laid upoo 
~~ . 

The address to the people of the United States, reported by Ma. BoLLu,tiom the com • 
mittee on that aubjee~~:,~en up. 

Ma. MzJUUcK, o( WJetts, said, that he Celt unwilling that the able and eloquem 
address to the people oC the United States, reported by the commit~ should be adopteiJ by 
the convention, wti.hout drawing forth the expression of the opinions oflla individual members. 

Thia address, he oontinued, is an appeal to the whole people, on a aub~' which, in theao 
latter times, has been deemed, by no 8inall portion of them, to be or the · moment and 
deepest consequence. This strong Ceel!ng ~t free-masoii!'Y is of m em growth. For 
many ·years-now nearly a century-the maaonie institution lias eXISted within the United 
States; and, dur_Ulg some pm:tion of that period, has been cherished aa an object o( veneration 
and respect. It haS met with the favour of the people. The members, and many also who, 
though not of its fellowship, have been s~ly deluded to become its advocates, llave re~ 
rented the institution as scarcely inferior in vlilue to the prevailing reli«ion oC the land. In 
some respeets, sir, an extraof!liniu'y infatuation has lauded it, as even of more worth than that 
inestimable rel.ijtion. If such representations were correct; it the ~ which haTe beea 
lambed, and tli.e charms which have been aaeribed to it, were but 1ts faithful ~t, theft 
Indeed is eveey effort to O,Ppose its existence, its progress, and its triumjlh, most injudicious, and 
moet unjust. How unwtse, that we should be gathered together in this oonvention, to attempt 
the prostration of an institution, which is, in trUth, shedding light and lmplll'ting comfort, not 
merely to the narrd'w circle of these United States, but lill abroad, to the tari.best Terge ot 
ciriliiation. · · · 

I do not yield to these opinions. I concur, sir, in the sentiments which the reported llddreal 
before us uereases or free-masonry. I believe the institution is not only wholly worthlea, 
but that it 18 positively injurious and bad; that it is fidse in nearly all its outward pre: 
tensioDB, and corrupt ana rotten at . the heart. I believe that ita real principles and 
characteristics, shroUded as they have been in the mrstery of its cherished lleerets, tend 
~debase and d~e JDa.D!dnd; and that itall its. ob!iP.ti~~ practically obeerved 
1D any eommuruty, oontainint:' a numeroua f'raterruty wtthin its limits, no governmen' 
could stand before the inevitAble conflict which would ensue. 

What is this institution or free-masonry~ Is it the work of the wisest oC the prin~ 
of Judea, aeeoinpu.hed While he W88 bwlding that ~US temple O( Jerusalem, whielt 
was the ~lory of his own, and the wonder of sueee~ generatipns 1 · Did he -eall to . 
his counCils the roy8lty or 'l:yre, and, with him, and the son oC the widow, withdraw 
to some hallowed recess, where, undisturbed by the claims o( people, of ~vernment, and 
~oms, end temples, they rrught devise or reorganise some glorious instltution to be sen' 
down to the latest posterity, to bind men together .by the ~tr?~ bonds of bro~er~<M>tfr 
and which, with the strength of unioil, should tend to the higtl elevatioR oC peliiOil&l 
character, the purity oC morals, and the advancement oC every earthly interest? And is 
this the tree-masonry of our age-the wonderful ~uetion of their gUarded eonclan and 
anxious meditations? No, sir, never! King SOlomon neYer meditated, never dreamed 
of such a thing. His robe or majesty bore, no such sullied spot upon its Colda ; and it is · aa 
unjust to his memory1 as it is falSe in filet, to attempt to fiX UJlOn him the paternity o( an 
institution, which, if it were reall}r the work of his oreation, 'WoUld dim the glory c4 his ~ 
and tarnish all the ~eence of his throne. But, instead ot this boasted antiquity ~ regal 
birth, its age shrinks d'own before the gaze or historical investigation, 'and the 888t'Cbing eye or 
tru.t.h. to the very: last century that has gone by : and then, aa one oC fOUl' accepted reports · 
eatistaetorily establishes,_ it was seen emerging, with its first grand ~tary, from the Apple 
Tree Tavern, in 1717, It is but the "creature of yesterday;" nor will it be a perTIII'Ilion of tho 
kJ\ it we add, that "it knows nothing." And it teaehe. no~in:; Cor it has ~thing tal\lloblo 
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of its 0W11 to teaeh. The moral Yirtlltll Which ·are eommeDded, e.nd the reli«ioas sentimenll 
which are ~ in eome of ita publiabed noticea, are borrowed elsewhere l'or · it8 own ad 
nncement: 1t neither created, nor, originally promulgated them, ~ enliP,ten and improve the 
world. Can thie iuatitution, thus rest.ing, in ita preteneions to ita ongin and age, u~n the 

_JDIIIIt ~e r .. !eehoMI, be the ~t fountain of morality, and the "hD.ndmaid of religion?" 
What· · ·on doea it teach 1 In Chrietian Ianda it Iars down the Bible upon ita altar; but, 
careleaa ita revelationa, throws it by tor the Koran in the land of the Turk. Nor is free
masonry, in principle or in fact, a benevolent matitution. The outward version of ita preteD· 
aio1111, indeed, vaunts ~ly upon thie interestinJ feature, which, it claims, belongs to its 
c:haract.er : but wWWI, it u, at Ilea&, but a D&l'l'OW, cOnfined, and avaricious seUishneas. Where 
are its deeds of charity abroad 1 Whose 10rrows haYe been tioothed by ita kind interference 1 
Look at the lil.cta etated in the nport of one of~ commicoea u~n thie subject ; and you find, 
that the recorda of one of the lodges in the city ofBoeton present the ~tonis&ing and appa}linr 
uhihition, that while in the period of about eighteen yean, the IUJD oC nineteen hundred ClollVI 
wu expended--or waated rather-in gaudy trappillga, in insigniAcaftt tri11ea, and worse than 
.u.eeless reCreahJDenta, only thirty-five dollars waa dnoted to the cle.ima of charity. Sir, 
extraordinary as thie may appeart I believe that, u a ·~it doea not very Unfairly 
jl.lbibit the appropriation of masowc fUnda in any quarter of the _globe. Let the matitution 
open the recolds Of any of its I~ or ehapten, on thie or the ottier side oftJae Atlantic, and 
I think it will be found that, in LOndon or in BOlton, in Europe or in America, the distribution 
of charity will compue with tbe prolliote utravagance or ita ~ in IODlethinJ like the 
proportion already mentioned. I dou6t if the recolda of a •iDgle IIWIOJiic congregauon in our 
country, whether it be lod&e. or ~.or encampment; whether th4;y contain masters, 
~ta, or monarchs, will eihibit a diltribution of ten don.ra in the hundred of its receipts to 
charitable purpose& What ahall, or ought, to be laid of tho hoarding, or the expenditure. of 
&he Iatr Dalance which remains 1 

If this illltitution of freo.masonry is thus destitute of acience and of all ~ of illltruction, 
if_ it be neither the almoner of charit)' nor the handmaid of religioo, what are its principles, 
and where is its character to be learned 1 . They may both, and all, be aeon in ita secret and 
Cielnelldous obligation& -

At the late inauguration of tho high oftiocra of the general grand chapter or the United States 
at W ashin2ton, duriog tho last winter, tho depu~y grand high piiestr-tho II&IDe individual who 
had boon the agent imd oBicer. to introduce fiee.~ into a neighbourillg republiC, and 
which _renlted in the direct p.:o<iuction of civil con1liet and mteltine commotiOD-took into hil 
hand a book of the constituuon of tho iuatitution, and, speaking of tho ~ta of the order, 
oblerml, that if "they would only read tho prayen and cbariel containid in it, they wonld 
Dot say, • we are oJ)I)(lllecl to all conventiou of men where puch ®etrinee are taught.'" Who, 
llir, hl4 oppoled tliem 1 Who has spoken aught agains~ the moral virtut11 or loyal duti01 
which are commen4ed in tbse Booka or Conatitutions 7 Baa any member of thil conyention 
~tured to uaert, hero or ellelvhere1 that charity is not a high ~ patriotilm not_ honoura
ble, imd religion not ormoet momenta~ concern) No, llir; no~~· We are~ 
~IDUOIII'}' ~ the moet deop.roote4 and eolfJIIm con'rietion of ita injunoul tendencies ; bU 
we are not ec.rugliDg ~ tli11 loyaltl which is I'OCOIDIIl8Dded in tho ~ or the virtue. 
which are IOUglit tor in tho prayers of 1ta Book of CODititutiona. Our objeCt and our cause 
involves no suCh ~ty, ~JISO the Book ofConatitutioJIII is not tr-1118101U'Y, nor does it 
apound ita real, geniJin.e, ehari!cteristics and prin:~ee. Whoeler eeeka to knOw what free. 
masonry truly is, must look Car beyond BUch Coml · 'o1111, and beyond all the enggeratod 
JliUle,gyriCS of its apologists and defenders. If any one ah014ld be 10 unwise M to 1Uppoee that 
an the learning and ieachin~ of such works OOnld initiate him into the doctrinee and the 
knowledge or tho erat\, lot him try the experiment; let him ~ in his mind all their 
contents; and when bis memory is lumberid with all the ~ he can gather &om tho• 
l"lliJOUI'CN, present himself for admission to a lodge. He will And quickly, tliat without other 
propal&£io1111, lao CIUifiOt c:rpa the threshhold of ita •toel.defon4ed doOr ; and if he ever enter, 
he WilllearJJ t4o lnJmiliating and painful lesson, that these outward attractions lla ve nothing t.o 
do with tbjs ha.ug ~ty, dospotie, and dangerous princi.pl01 or its secret obligations. 

It ia upon them only-its obligati01111, ita oathit.-upon which ~masonry ualusively 
reets,. They ~e ~ constitute the inatitutio~ WitJwut them it is nothing: with them 
every thing which we resist; which we denounce, and which we strive to overthrow.
Tako theni away, ita spirit and its essence ia ~~o Uietitution iteelf is go~~e. With 
DUt them, it canuot be avec! by its gorgeous utles, pr ita IIOUilding paraphenlalja; it will 
oink' in spite of ita_. llrOWJI!'7 and mitres, and breut-platee. Far less can i\ iDd safety or 
lifo in ita cieDadinlt ~ the miserable miDDJilery of ita aigris, ita cripe, and its 
JI!UIS"WordS, or in. die Peotute nonaonao of ita Ke,.ha-bono. Free-J11118011r¥ ltolul8 and liTe8, 
elone,, upon its oaths. ~ey are the boilda which hold ~~er w~t one of your 

· cornuuttees has eaUt4. " thil great temple, wh01111 wells are livmg men." Take them 
away ·end its WJlls ~ ~er at once; and that lot\y edifice shiill ~e instantly 
into Ju;t. T~ dono, tho work of desolation will not wait ·for tho elqw corrosion of 
~ agee to wear~- a"-~ threads and fibres of its table. They 1IViU burst at 9nQO. 
The ~ wiU lie and the strqglo over for over. 

There are, then, \wo fJUOitionl of aa importance_ not traDICCIIoded. by any whicla will 
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receiY~ the deliberate couideration of thia eonYentioo, whieb 11111'11 It h old,, ... ...,: Are 
the oaths of fioeo.~ known, and are they legally or monfty binding upclll ita metn
bers? Those gueatioos are, in the adclreaa Defore as, brielly, but ably_~ ~endy 
answered. It IS affirmed that !-heY are known, and that they han no ~ tlmle. 

It would han been my choice, that the diaeuasion of thfs lllbject ehould haft beea 
introduced and conducted by othera. To dwell long and eamatlyon tlUa in~ quel&ion, 
may seem, in one who hae renounced the obligatioiiB af the mystic order, and who, more (or.. . 
tunate than th~ . grand master in the tragic atory of ita tabled origin, baa eecaped fiom the 
temple with hia life, 110111etbing like a manifea&ation of a want of ~nal 'VindiCation. Yet, 
sir, that is a feel.in« which ha8 created with me no agitating anxieties. Wbbenr lmowa the 
relation in which rhan stood, and in which I now stand, towarda the ~ inadtuticm, 
cannot be i.nseiiBible that I mu.st long Iince han met and auswered thia qoeetion fOr m:pel£ 
It was coiiBidered faithfully, and, t.o m~ waa an...erecf •tiafaetOrily. It baa beea 
ebewhe~ met and moat ably anawered. It IS done so in the a_rg'Ginelltabve report. on that 
IIUbjeet, aubmitted by the gentleman &om New-York : and I belieYe, that the newa therein 
expreaaed willatand the teat of the mo.t rWd inYeatigatioa. Yet there may, perhaps, be 
some "8rf &.miliar lights in whieh thia queauon may be fUrther praentecL 

But, 811', though I have .id that the ob~t.ory eharaeter of maaonic obJiotionl had loDg 
Iince occupied my moat careful consideration, I nenr felt, nor do I now feel, that I did make, 
or that it waa in my power t.o malre, any diacloaurea ofmaaonic III!Clllta. Long befin_ ~ 8JIOke 
openly to the public, the Pr.-. had teemed with the reft1ationa ofMorpa. The "~t 011 
~ry," compil~andpubliabedby one ofthemcmbersofthiaeonYention, waalheddinc ita 
rs)'a m every dfrec:tioa. ' · 

Great numbers of men of elevated and hoaourable ehancter, in dift'erent and ftl'ioua parts of 
our country, had borne-their personal testimony t.o the truth of the diacloaurea. What, there
fore, had before been secret was laid bare. BoOb, pamphlets, newspapers, had t.old, onr and 
over ~ the at.ory of the hoarded m~ of the ciaf\ ; and the proofil of the intepity of 
the revelattoos had swollen t.o a m~~ which no careful inquirer. Could poaaibly l'8lll.lt. To 
apeak then was litlle; it w.aa but following in tbe~thwa which fearless integrity had already 
opened, and which had been made aaCe by the wide · jealousy of an a1aniled and l'8IIOo 
hite peopl~ Yet there waa a time, wbeti ao t.o waa moat honourable darin4r Look back 
but yet a little while, t.o the day of the meeting of the first LeRoy con.-ention, "Few momenta 
of deeper interest can be found in the recorda of time. In the Yolunf.a!f diaei011Ul'811, and the 
bold emancipaUon of the individnala of that bodf, is seen a hardihood of mtegrity rarely ~
leled. To the fearleaa resolution and the intrepid YirtUe exhibited on that oeeaaion I hAn paid, 
and shall not eeaae t.o pay, the homage afmy unlioll!lded respect. There are few men in liDy &J8• 
who, at a time like th&t, and 8\U'1'011Dded aa they were, would nothaYe .ruunk baek from the lm• 
pending respoiiBibility of their situation. They ltOod isolated and alone. Tbere were no IIIIITOIUld
mg combinations to cheer and sustain them in thdr eourae. They had no guides bot the eon'rie
~ion oC duty; no support llut COII8cioua rectitude. They had indeed one example; but that U:• 

pte waa dreadtur and appalling. The light whleh blit a briet'IJ!IIc.e.beilre hid baeD atruck up 
y the reftlationa ot the weetern martyr1 waa quickl~ueocbed 1B the deep watenof Niapra; 
d the anxious but ballled aolicitude or a ·. · peo e to di81>~'1'er the remaill8 of a mur-

cred victim, spoke in tones .of admoni.tion, ~ d not he · It waa then, that 
qse men moied tbrward with fearleaa step in the pathway which led their only pred~ 

r t.o ahameleaa brutality and barbarous death. Sir, it was an act of hilda-minded Valour 
f disinterested and honoUrable patriotiam, which stands bol41y forth ; wliich mel:i.ta, and f 
rust will not cease t.o reeeil'e, the decided approbation of nery JDielligent, impartial, aad in· 
uiring mind. They ~ the oaths aC free-masonry. ·It wu a daring aet · but it waa 

llot that alone : iL was honest aleo. Those oaths ought ne"fel' t.o have been ~ u ha.-inc 
an bindi tbrce .. r take i!:' air, that on Yery obvious and familiar principles, the entire disregard of the Gptha of 
he-masonry may be justified. I shall not occupy the time of the connntion by references tO 
learned autlioritiea, nor by citatiOIIB from approved ethical writen. A few euggeetiona, arising 
from eonsideratioos which we are aeeuatomed in all our daily aTOO&tiOIIB t.o applf, will be the 
extent of the argument on which I propoee t.o enter. 

An oa.,b. il a promise -tioned by_ a cllieet ~peal t.o God Cor the lid~ with which it shall 
be observed. .All promilea are eq.~y aa bindilig aa oathL Yet from · r, and from both, 
there are common and &equent euea oC abeolntion. The oath taken by the forty men who 
bcMmd ~1'88 t.o take die life of Paul, mentioned in the Ac&e aC the Apostles, is an obvious 
and ...J.;ft inAanee of an engacerneat not binding. The wrong iii that eaae, aa 10 maaonic 00:. 
liga.Jo- coosiated in . it. 
A ~ obtained b';1;:!d aDd milrepresentaticlll il ne1'ef ~ aa obligatory. Go 

forth be~ these walla ipt.o th~ ~t riw1 where we are aaaemblejl, and apply to some 
lllerclwit, whom you desm an honourable man, fbr tb& purebaae aC some article ofilieiehandile. 
Be deaeribea the article you proJ1018 t.o buy oC him aa of great value, of foreign -pwth, or 
lllanufil.et.ure, and oC f:he beat _qualil:f.. Traating t.o th- repreleDtatiou, you .inake the pur
ebaae, and lri.-e t.o him ~ prom.aory note to secure the pa~t of the pnee agreed. It · 
turns out af'.erwarda that the article parcllaaod WBI not in failt of .foreign growth, or manufilo. 
\unl that it ila bale, and 'P'Qrioue, and oorrupt imitation, of"'fliUie, if oC uy, w.1ue. AN 
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p. ~ ~::rt JOIIl' prolni.e? ea, ~ pa~ oC that. sum be eom!*lecl 1 or 
Would not the IJIOIIt ~y licmeat man.l'e818t 1ta ooDeet.ion 7 Carry theae queat~ons to the 
eoiln of law, and. it lie the 0011~ teat.imony oC the judge, wli!> ~preaenta ~justice 
aiJd wWdom of the oountry. and of the JW'Y who represent the country ltselfi that netther law, 
~ eaucienoe, DOl' common 1101111eo deJriands the perfol'D111.11Ce Of the promiae. 

. It ia oo the ~t of all ~ciple., that. ~DIAIIOD8 are justified in breaki.oc or disreprd· 
iDg the ()f.tha which are inlpo8ed on them u craftsmen. They are all allured into the instita
dl:!o by the cr-t miarepreMDia&iona, and the IDOI4 positive falsehood& I shall advert to but 
very few of them. 

The i:andidate ia made to uoderatand. by all the Jlretenaions of ftee..maaonry, that the imti· 
tution ia very anclept. If the Mooitor. pUbJ.i8hed by Mr. Webb, and afEved oC by grand 
lodges, ia P.Ut into IUa banda, almoat the lrat lelltence he reads =t ever since harinony 
displayed her ~ our order hu had il beuJ«," What more t decept.ion than tlua 
ean be J)r8Cti.led 7 An assurance, poeitivelrr ana pvely given, that masonry was in being 
when t.lie morning atara first ~ together Yet even thia palpable miarepreaentation is hardly 
inferior to manr by which the irutiate is betrayed from one step to another. And I cannot but 
remark here, although not e.xactl)' in place. that before the cancWJa&e Ia permitted to enter witllln 
the walla oC a lodce room. he ia induCed to make confeesions and aasertiona. which are 80Die
tinles hardlf consJStent with truth. and which, it aeema to me, must often be absolutely false. 
A fonnula 18 presented u he oft'era himsel( Cor admission, which is hastily read to him, and as 
hastily aRSwired• acconlin« to the directions given; 10 that. he declarea that he eeekB to enter 
the institution "unbiaued by friends," "urunlluenced by mercenary motives," and " from a 
aineere wish of being serviceAble to his fellow-creatures." ·To these answera an affirmative is 
always to be given; bat wrel:y the. y cannot alwaya be given with truth. For besides one of 
&he inducements wliich is menuooed, thOfe is almost alwaya another-1 mean curiosity; which 
~ 1 believe. in faet. been the most prevailing motive to draw men within the ceremonies, 
which he is told are to lead to knowledge, and to end in sublinlity. Few men have. I belien, 
eft!' entered within the m)'&:tie circle. without beiDg suolllrly moved by a high and excited 
curioaity. Yet tlaat feeling is doomed to ex~ence an earfy and total disa,PPOintment. He 
uever Jfuds the treasures of leami~ which he hoped to aee uilfolded to his v1ew ; M is roUI!td 
by nb grand objects. which meet his anticipations of the sublime, and din1 indeed is the light 
which blesses li1s vlsioo u he ill b~t out of darkne& Yet for the hoped-for brightness 
which is blazing within. the candidate submits to a bandage upon his eyes without, and is 
elarowled in darqeaa, u a fit preparation Cor an entrance upon the ceremowes which are before 
him. In this groping condition, Cable-towed and haltered. he is subjected to, and bound by:, tho 
first oath of Ciee-lnalonry. When fAtll bond is Ol\, and that shackle fastened, he is broug_ht to 
the l!Jht of masonry; not to the glorious lifht of day; nqt to the eft'ukence of the SIIIl m its' 
dazzlin« radiance • not to the lidlts of learnmg and ecience, enla.rarin£ die powua and capaci· 
J.ies Of the mind, du;p~ying th!! ~Utiel of nat.ure and the ~ondera of' the arts; not to the. be~ 
nevolent beams of relig1on, pomung to the akle&, and holding forth the way; but to the ligh · 
of maiODry; to the Iicht, nAmely, or three burJWig tapers, ·~ plaCed in a triaJliul 
form! . 

If a rro-r or more ~Jl&ble misrepreaentation can be made than the UBertion to a 
didate. that m~ is of itlelf a ecience. or that it hu within itself any peculiar mean 
of instruction iD IIClence, let him &,pt~&k it who can. I am not able to imagine a stron 
cue ef deception. From the beaiwiinlt tD the end it ia all of a piece. From the poor specime 
I have mentiooed, the initiate gOes on '&om step to atep, and frOm one degree to another.' alte 
nately blindfolded and enli.dlteiled, gro~ amid the absurd ceremonies of the order in tne v · 
hope of at.tainipg to the enCls which he luid been assured should at. laat be reacli2 But re 
gion. science, aiJd polite 1~ will for ever elude his grasp within the cirde of the 1 
room. Whell, however, he hu been raised to muonie..sublimity. and pa.ssecl aeve!a.l degre 
beyond that, and is at lut "exalted" to tlJe ~ arch, the polite learning of the order breathe~ 

• faith its hannonr in delightfUl verse. Wheli he reaches the chamber ef the council. he may 
there hear the " most excellent" priest, adorned in hia sacerdotal vestments, with the mitre oo 
his headl _bearing the inscription. "Bol.inela to the Lon!." mumb!ing,lVUb an at.terld.am kine 
f1Jld seri~ u tliey raise the" living arch," this milerable dogrel; 

lv.ethreedo~ . 
To live in~ and ·.tty; 
We three do agree. 
His holy word to search ; 
We thiee do "'"'ee, 
To raise &his li~ ardl. 

So mueb.lltr~ Cor the learnilfg of this ~ order. Ite helps iD the ..m.e oC rePgion ~ 
quila u in! potent and coatem;&ibJe. In the OOQliO oC &he ceremonies of admi-ion to the degrei 
Of mark muter, iOr inltance. i$ undertakes to give an ~on of that text in the Apocaly~ 
~hich eciarea, that" to him that overcometh will I give to .eat of &he- hidden manna, and wit 
pve a •W&t ~and in the atoDe a t¥tO- 'Writ&en, which no man knoweth a'rillg him thai 
'A!Cii""'-. i.e." Thillpra&i~ .-.,which, if a be~-~ i1a ie1 pocu1iir ~ , 
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ology, is yet, in the hands of Christian theologians, SUIICeptible of a reasonable exposition, is 
explained by the craft in a manner palpably falSe. The toliite .time is there said to lle the key
stone oftlie last arch which finished the temple of Jerusalem, and the new name written, is the 
initials of the words Hiram, T~ Widow's Son, Sent toa Solomon! . 

There are other ceremonies m which the scriptures are d ed, and its teachings and its 
Author little less than blasphemed. The candii:late, when a ut to be "exalted" tQ the "sub
lime" d~ee of royal arch companion, is blindfolded and hampered wi~ cords. In that sima,. 
tion he JB led on, and made to go through what he is told represents the ~ across the 
wilderness up to the rebuilding of the temple, in the time of Cyrus. To hlm, indeed, it is a 
wilderness of confusion; for whatever of obstruction can be thrown in his way by the merry 
companions is accumulated _for his embarrassment. Chairs, tables, billets of wOod, and what
ever other moveable substance can be readily commanded, are piled in his way to convert the 
fiction of a "rough and rugged path" into reality; and the p_erplexity of the blinded wayfarer 
becomes high sport to the surrounding observers. In the oudst of this scene of nois)r confusion 
und obstr~rous mirth, the candidate is turned aside to behold a mimic spectacle of the "burn
ing bush · &lld a companion pronounces, in the language of the Almighty to his chosen servant, 
"Put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the plaCe whereon thou standest is holy ground. 10 

Sir, this is most derogatory to the eternal word. At such a time, in such a place, and for such 
purposes, what more unworthy, than that a craftsman of the order shoulatake upon his lips 
the solemn warning of Jehovll.h, and, as his representative, should dare blasphemously to pro
claim1 " Put off thy shoes i for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." 

It IS by such interpretations, and such spectacles as these, that religion is degraded, and her 
altars protaned ! ' . 

Yet these are but brief notices of a few of the direct misrepresentations with which free
masonry abounds. Its falsehoods are glowing and numerous ; and if deception is ever to be 
permitted to operate as a dissolution from the obligations of a promise, it would be difficult, if 
lot impossible, to find a ease in which the principle could'be more appropriately applied, than 
.o the obligations of this mystic and hypocritical order. 

There is another view of this subject, which will readily occur to every mind. An oath to 
lo wrong, or not to do right, is never obligatory. .The" case of the "forty men" has been 
Llready suggested. The moral obligation of every citizen, with respect to such oaths, is alto
:ether the other way; they are "more honoured in the breach than m the observance." Apply 
his ·principle to free-masonry, and see whether its oaths can lltand the test of the ordeal. 
The address before us contsins a taithful and accurate abstract of the oaths of the order. 

rhat abstract is satisfilctory to me ; more so than the im_P.Crfeot sketches in the report of an
·ther committee, of which l was a member, and which, wtthout some amendment, I think ought 
.otto be adopted. I ahall not dwell.upon many of the topics suggested by the nun1erous obli
·ations fiom which the address has nWle extracts. It will answer all my purposes of illustra
ion to confine myself to one. In several of the degrees, commenciJI& with that of the fellow 
raft, the initiate swears, that " he will support the constitution of the grand loda:e, and con
>rm to all the by-laws, rules, and r~tlons of this or any other lodge of which 'he may be
orne a member." This oath is positive, peremptory, distinct, and unequivocal. Its real mean
Jg cannot be misapprehended; the law& of the respective masonic societies of which the indi
idual may be a member, are to be observed at all events. I am not insensible that the modem 
efenders of the institution, feeling the pressure of this application of its principles, have en
eavoured, with ingenious sophistry, to withdraw attention from the plain lang~~age of the oath 
selt; to the exhortations to loyalty contained in the charges published in the Book of Consti
ltions. . But if it had been really intended, that these several oaths should be r~ed as 
1tirely subordinate to moral duty and civil and patriotic obligations, it would have 6een wise 
'ld natural to have incorporated some intinlation of such design into the oath itself, rather than 
, have left the candidate to the perplexity of the conflict between the absolute promise on the 
1e hand, and the subl!equent exhortation on the other. 
It is not from the commentary of any learned and ingenious adv<1cate, who now comes for

ard to apologize for and defend the mstitution, that we are to learn the real de)f(trines of its 
:>ligations. Its own words are too plain to admit of any perversion; and besides, the grand 
dges have, for thenlBelves, given a construction which ism accordance with the poSitions which. 
·c assume. The grand lodge of New-York has openly proclaimed, "that every grand lodge 
l8 an inherent power and authority i that they are an ABSOLUTE and INDEPENDENT body, 
·ith LEGISLATIVE authority," In otner instsnces, .when disorders have arisen among the sub. 
:dinate lodges, directions and instructions have been given, in which they say1 substantially, 
> back to your oaths and obliJI'ations, and learn there a lesson of passive .anll absolute obe-
icnce to tlie la)Vs and regUlations of our enactment. . . . 
If, then, ~he case shall ever arise, that a chapter or a lodge shall establish Ia~ the-operation 

' which will condict with the enactments of the state, the masonic requisition 1s obedience to 
self, and condict with the government. And whoever of its members refuses or declines this 
~ep and humilisting obedience, may read the hazard of resistance in the barbarous penalties 
' his own invocation. His "heart must be tom from his bosom;" "his vitals plucked from 
1s body:" and masonic vengeance, still unsatisfied by this bloody inlmolation, refuses a 
,sting place to these motionless remains, but they must be "burnt to ashes, and.:scattered to 
1e four winds of heaven." · 

H 
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· Such is the result which must at last be reached, iC the laws of er-maaonry as they are 
established in its baleful obligations, are practically and fully enforced. In this fight, no one 
can fail to see, that they are at war with every prmciple which ought to govern inankind in 
all their social relations. From the possibility of such a disastrous conclusio~~t it is the boundea 
duty of every mdividual to escape by absolving himself from a connection wtth, or subrnissioa 
to, such despotic and unhallowed obligations. He should Jly at once : and without waiting 
for contingent aids in the lapse of time, like the great conqueror of old, he should cut the 
Gordian knot which hinders hirri in his struggle in the path-:1:0 freedom and to peace. 

Sir, from the mast lawful and sacred oatlii which can be . istered, there may sometimes 
exist circumstances, which create the most perfect absolution. There are no earthly ties 
which should be stronger than those which bind us to our country. Yet, ~ back to the 
patriotic age of our own revolution, and behold our fathers, congregated in thiS city, in the 
consccrated Hall of Independence. Many, iC not all of them, had taken the long, and eompJi. 
cated, and solenm oath of allegiance to the British king; yet when the grievan~ ofbis irnposi· 
tion seemed to them too heaVf to be bome, and the oppressions of~~ government were weigh
!Jlg down the expansive energ~es of these rising colorues, upon their higtl reeponsibility, they fell 
back upon the first principles of human nature, and emancipating themselves and their fellow 
citizens from all oaths of allegiance, gave freedom a new birth-place in this land of liberty. I 
Sir, the immortal father of his conntry won that imperishable fame, which shall never fade, ! 
by I~ the glittering steel of the patriot soldier, above the neglected oath, which had once ' 
bound hun to the BritiSh throne. · 

Whatever was formerly the condition and situation ofthe members of the masonic institu· 
~On ; ?"hatever were once their ~bl' tions and duties towards it, the peculiar circumstances 
of the present age have now cha them all. There were once secrets belo · to it. It 
once had its s~s, grips, pass-wo s; its secret lectures and its darkly shroud~ths. But 
they are now hidden from the public gu:e no more. Every thing of its own has been exposed; I 
and the proofs of the truth of the revelations have long smce swollen to a magnitude, against 
which no obstinacy or unbelief can stand. It were as easy, as wise and as ·lionest, to dpubt 
of the existence of the cities of London or Paris, as to hesitate in ~lieving that the holirdtd 
arcana of free-masonry have been expoeed. Testimony has sprung up on eve;,1..::!~ and thej' · 
concurrent evidence of uimumbered witnesses leaves no way of escape to the so · of doubt, : 
or the distrust of incredulity. 

What, then, is now the Bltuation of those who still feel themselves shut u., as in the vassal 
age of this once towering institution 1 What still remains to be done by those who tu:e ye 
lfugering in the rear? If there were once difficulties, frowning and apparently insurmountable 
in the way of escape, they exist no more; for fearless pioneers hAve levelled them with 
earth. No bond can again be broken by the developement of the secrets of free-maso 
for that has already been done-totally, eft"ectually-6eyond the ~bility of a repetition. 
there be ought else whic!a can be disclosed, it must be onlr. of crimes which have been co 
mit ted, or conspiracies tO accomplish them hereafter. And 1f, in any of its dark receases, sue 
things are-shill the veil of masonry hide them from the public eye, or its shield save th 
perpetrator from the arm or public justice 1 • 

No! silence here, were participation in the guilt. The way is open and plain, simple an 
free. Let all escape from the dominion of this despotic institution, and renounce their alleg 
ance to it at once, and for ever. And we bid them come; not as to a triumph with u.-f< 
.there is no triumph-but to rejoice with us in the peacefulness of a satisfied conscience. Th 
who have broken away from the bonds wherewith they were once i§nobly fastened to fre 
masonry, are, I trust, seeking for nothing like outward prai-far less for any thing · 
recompense or reward. They have but done their duty : and for o~e, I should as soon I 
for the voice of praise for havmg kept my hand from the violence of~,u for yielding 
the most conscientious convictimis of duty in the renunciation which I have uttered. It · 
we repeat it, a plain duty; and we bid them come-ami they will find, that the slanders whi 
have been spent against us, are as unfounded as they: are cruel, as harmless as they 
unjust. Let them look forth on those who have gone before, and see if they bear upon the 
the marks of tortured minds, and broken hearts. And if they will look witli unclouded ey 
they will behold no withering with anxiety, no unmanly exultation in triumph ; but they w I 
see that tranquil satisfaction, and that immovable firmiless of purpoee, whiCh are created and 
confirmed by the clearest convictions of duty. 

Sir, there i8 an unerring monit.or within, which speaks in tones which will be heard, and in 
Ia~ which cannot be misconstrued. If that voice whisJlel!l peace, we may be sure that 
alliS well. The storm may beat upon the outward wall, but 1t shAll not perish, for its founda
tion is on the rock. Let this consideration hush the fears and animate the virtues of thoee 
on whom we call, and prevail with them to take that one step, which will not lli\ them on ' 
high, but will establisli them on the solid resting-place of peace. and contentment. Aa they 
depart from tree-masonry, its kings must throw oft" the robe of rovalty; its priests east away 
the unsanctified mitre from their heads, and tear oft" the jewels trom their lireasts ; but they 
will realize, that these acts will altogether approve themselves to the understanding, and placs 
within the heart an inestimable treasure, which the world cannot give, and whiCh it cannot 
take away. . · 

j 
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Ma. Tuonaa, or ~U18ttlr aid he did not riae for the ~ of eulogiainc the 
iddreB8 which had been pre~ and laid befOre the eonvenuon, for coo.aideiation and 
ICCe!>tance. He thought that thia would be altogether unneceaary after what had been 
aid by the gentleman on his left, his respected colleague from Muaiu:bU18tt& The addreu 
ooreover, he continued1 speab for itael£ It speab for itaelf tel 1he members of this 
onventioni and it will speak for itself when, (u I trust it will,) it goes forth to the 
leO!Ile of U1e United State& All, therefore, that I can say in its favour on this occaaion, 
roWd be like holding up the dim taper of the lodp.roOm to aid the light of the aun. 
riae on thia oocuion to inti'Oduce two or three filet8 to elucidate the principles adT&Dced 

1 the addreaa, and which ought to come within the knowledge of this conveDtlon, and every 
adividual in this respej:ted audience. In the adm- before this convention for conaidera
ion, and in the remarks which have been made by the gentleman on my left, we han had 
rooght to view the imposition of the masonic institution, in the meuurea which have been 
!ken to induce individUala to beeome members of the masonic &aternity. 
I confess, in the presence of this convention, and this reapeeted audience, that I have 

een one of thellle who have been duped and decoyed, ana made to JIU8 through the 
~ ceremonies of the lodge-room. This stain upon my religious ana moral ehafteter, 
ao not expect ever to wipe away. But I am willing a record of my folly, and I will say 
rickedneaa, should stand m ~ reli~with the recOrd of the Paalinist.'s iniquity, when he 
ransgreaaed the lawai;)( God aild I in the matter of Uriah. 
I h&ve said that I wu decoyed. So was, Mr. President; for I had held up to my view 

lise rerreeentat.iona. I wu told by a respectable elergyman, whom I esteemed, and in 
1hom placed implicit confidence, who baa taken many degrees of the order, that there 
raa in that .institution, that which was exceedi~ly valuable to define cenain JlUIII8e8 of 
cripture, which could not be eatisfaetorily explained without masonic light: many pas
ages in the epistles of Paul, and in the revelAtion of John the divine, to aome of which 
re have had iillusi~ were to be seen in their literal m~ in the ceremonies of the 
!dge and chapter. This and many other conaideratious which time would fail me to 
Jention, induced me to apply to a respected fioiend and relative, to propoee me as a candidate 
>r the lodge. This be elieert'ully did. 
I was proposed to the lodge Wore knowing any tbinlt of the outrage on William Morgan. 
should han known these facta if; as has been stated, i.be public press had not been muzzled. 
lut at that lime there was not a paper in MueachUI8tts, aDd I mow not of any in the New 
Wigland states. that dared reeonf a syllable in respect to these fact& I was enurely ignoranL 
,what had taken place at Batavia. · 
·After I was propOe«;l to the lodge, I aeaidentally had an opportunity to see one of Morgan's 

ka. It was put in my hands by a &ee-DIUOII, merely to excite my curiosity, with this 
tion: that the book was put m ciroula&ion to accomplish a polit.ical purpose, and that 

malting money by the COJt)pj)er : that in this book the compiler had ~ted certain 
"ties in the Book of Oonstiiutiona and Monitor, and lieD' it l.brth to the world as 

nry, and wished me to see what imposition was practised. I gave the book a cursory 
· • I said to myself, this cannot be tree-~is too t'rivoloU& It did excite my 

"osity: It led me to convene with respectable of the institution, relative to the 
1eeta therein contained. 

I conversed with a member of the institution in Providence, Rhode Island, who was a man 
high character in the fraternity, and a member of the encampment, who had been master of 

,!o<Jge for many y~ and wu esteemed what was teehnicaiiy called, a bright mason. He 
lid me that Mo~'11 illustrations gave \be fraternity no uneaaineaa whatever. He said it. 
il not touch the irubjeet of free-~; that it had nothing to do with the secreta of that. 
lltitution. He auppoeed that Morgan was a muon, and a man of some addreaa, but a worth
liS fellow of no ehaieeter, a miscreant and drunkard; and that he was not murdered. If he 
ru murdered at all, it was not by muons, but that the mob had beset him on this ~· aiple. 
~ey said that if he told the truth, he ought to die for violating those eolemn ob · · ons; 
rhich he professed to have taken ; 1fnot, he ought to die for imposing upon the pub · In 
GDBequenee of what was said by this gentleman, and as I had been propOsed to the locke. I 
rent l.brward and was initiated. As soon u I had entered the preparauon room, and ~ I 
ad been made to aubecribe and declare to what has been presented as formui¥, they bepn 
>prepare me for the rites and ceremonies. I then dillcov.ered that it. was Mor~ masonry. 
renaarked this to the junior warden. He said that eome things were similar, but if I advanced 
would soon be satiaffed, and~· oiee in ll4lcoming a member of the fraternity, as others had 
one; and I was told that W · Warren, and La Fayette had done the same before 
11e ;' and I was, aooording to the · · n of Morgan, divested of all my apparel, to the last 
emnant of decency. I was clad in a J111:ir of drawers, and a eabl~tow, or a rope, fastened 
ound my neck. I wu blindtblded, and, in this manner, led to the door of the lodge, where 
here were three distineL knocks, and answers, Who comes there 1 who Q)llles there 1 who 
omea there '1 · 
I was conducted in, and about the lodge, round, and round, and round. Not an individual 

lid [ know ; not a fkce, not enn of the master, for he too was a stranger. I had seen the 
unior warden who came to prepare me, and one other uaociate. I was fUtened with a cable
ow, and hol'l' could I retreat if disposed 1 Where wu my apparel 1 Could I go into th• 
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street in my &hen situation 7 I passed through &he three &rat degrees of free-masonry in one 
night. I went through in coftfonnity with a dispensation ol' &he grand lodge. 

The same evening, after I had passed through &he ceremorues, &he 11188ter of the lodge 
administered the tea~ oath, and gave what is called the check degree. He said that was 
neceSIJill'y, beeause a *or&hless fel[ow at Ba~ia had disclostd &he secrets oflll88onry as far as 
the third degree, and said if others got our kers, we must put on new locks. From this time, 
I discovered, that &he illustrations of ma&OIIl")' had been studied assiduously by members of the 
~ in order to render &hem what is technically called bright masons. And I have known 
thoSe illustrations to have been studied by different lodges, that &hey might be familiar with the 
rites and ceremonies of &he institution. 

In view of such impositions as these, I feel myse~f rfectly free in denouncing the oaths and 
ceremonies of &he order. If any man judges me · ty of moral perjury, I am willing to bear 
the shame fur ever; I glory in such peljury aa · ; I came forward and burst the bands, 
from a religious regard to the best interests of my country, and from a solicitude that young 
men might be prevented from being taken in the same snare ; and if the declaration which I 
have made, and the record of my folly, should be the means of preventing one man from being 
ensnared as I have bee~ I shall feel myself paid a thousand times. 

Another thing to which allusion h&s been made, is &he binding nature of masonic oaths. 
1 do not wish to add any thing to what has been said by my colleague from Massachusetts; 
but will merely state, that &he address has taken for granted, &h.'\t masona consider their oaths 
as literally binding. This position deserves some consideration. I believe it has not been eon- 1 

aidered by any member beCause membera, since the abduction of Mo~ have maintained 
before the urunitiated, jh;t these obligations were never considered bindins; that no member 
ever felt himself bound to cut a brother's throat, or to esrry into execution any part of the 
penaltie~~, as literally expressed. Tbey would aclmowledge that there was a mystical mean
mg in these penalties. 

I think that ample proof has been addu<le!l, to show that masons have felt themselves bound 
to execute the perialties of this obli4tation. ! And I would aak, what is &he meaning of aU &he . 
calumny east on &he lUltHnasons, if it be not in pursuance of &he obligations contained in the I 
"thrice illustrious order of &he eross,"-"You so[emnly swear, &hat should you know another . 
to violate any essential part of this obligation, you will use your most decided endeavours, by 
the bless~ of God, 10 tiring such person to the strictest and 10011t condign PURishmen,t, &e. by 
pointing him out to &he world as an unworthy vagaboad, by opposiog his interest, by de. 
ranging his business, by transferring his character at\er him, wherever he may go, and by ex
posing him to &he contempt of &he whole fraternity, and &he world, but of our illWitrious order 
more especially, during his whole natural life." 

Any person who has been in any degree acquainted with the excitement iu anti-1118S0nry, 
must perceive that &his obligation has been executed to the very letter, in every respect. There 
is not a aeceder in the land, who has not been fOllowed by Calumny, and pointed out to the 
world as an un= vagabond. There are gentlemen on my right and on my left, of whom 
I have heard it that they are drunken and worthless wretChes. I could name one who 
was declared to be out of business, a street vagabond, going about from shop to shop, and from 
door to door, without re«ard to deeency or moral ehanicter. I have sinee learned that he is in 1 

· h re ute, in re~talile business, and highly esteemed for his religious and moral character. ~ ~ not multiply examples in this particular, but will adduce facts to show that masons 
have considered it their duty to execute the bloody part of their masonic oaths. W • have evi· 
dence that Morgan was murdered ~ly to masonic law. It is said by masons that the 
authon of Jachin and Boaz, and Priteliard; were ppt to death. But in my neighbourhood it 
has been said repeatedly, not by the least o( the oriier, but by hie:h priests ud grand prelates, 
that if Morgan had been put to death, he had been eerved Justfy and: ~htly. A member of 

. the encampment in Mass&ehusetts and Rhode Island, ~ own neigllbourbood, conversed 
with me relative to &he abduction of Mo~. He exp it, as his view decidedly, and he , 
was acquainted with the rights and principles of the mstitution, and I viewed him to be an 
upright man, that &he masonic law shonld be executed, and gave this as a reason, that masonic 
law was antecedent to civil law. He regretted, however, tliat the Morgan affair had not been 
conducted more deliberately and prudently, and saved all this noise, and excitement, and in
jury to the fraternity. Arid to illustrate his views, be brought an example with which he was 
acquainted·: either a brother-in-law to his wife, or himeel£ . 

Peter and John (I will use fictitious names,) were residents in one of the back towns o( 
Rhode Island. Peter was a regularly made mason and a member of the lodge. He instructs 
John clandestinely in &he rites and ceremonies of the institution. By means of this instruction, 
John works himself into the lodge; he is received as a member, and obtains &he office, I think, 
of junior warden. Aftef having been some time a member of the lodge, it leaked out, that 
Peter had instrueted John clandestinely. John was made over again, and the oaths adminis-

, tered in due and.lepl fonn, and-he was retained as a member of &he institution. Peter very 
soon after happene<t· to be in Providence a~ a time when &he grand lodge was in session. They 
summoned h1m to a.Ppesr before them; and in obedience to their call and &he master's oath. by 
which he had promiaed to obey all' signs, &e. he obeyed. They had certain resolute membeia 
appointed to take care of him. They did take care of him; tliey murdered him. And I waa 
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infbnned that he was taken down the Providence River. The report was, that he had,. ab
sconded. 

I will name but one instance more, and that is, of warning a brother ofdaDgW. A masonic 
deputy aheri1f pursued two villains to the cape, who had been ~ open stores in Provi
dence. He Wllll auooeaaful in apprehending them, and brought them part way back; but they 
made known to him that they were m118011B, and he put them in custody of some mason1c 
brethren, and went another b:~ under pretence, as he stated, of ap~ending other rogues. 
He had aeareely turned his before the men were missing; and 1t appeared he had put 
them in po!~Se8Sinil of his brethren in this wa:r., in order that they might be miaaing. .He Qid 
not want to dismiss them himaelf, but was Willing that others shoUld do what he was unwilling 
to do himsel£ . 

I have these fil.eta upon aubetantial evidence, and bring them forward to show, that maaona 
have considered their Oaths bindinll:, to the letter; and coM6quently, the position taken in the 
address before us, is subetantialfy correct. Smce I have been in tlb city, I have convereed 
with a venerable and respectable clergyman, whom I well knew in my youth; and in respect 
to this subject, he told me, that he had'been a mason for many years; liut for more than tliirty 
years he hiu:l had the· same opinion of the institution, that it was dangerous to society, and auJj. 
versive of e:ood order· and that thirty years ago, he had a deliberate conversation with hia 
father, whether he aho;Jd not sit down and write and publish all he knew. His father, u~n 
due consideration, advised him not to do 1!01 saying, that he would not be believed, and that he 
would lose his character and life, if he did 1t. 

Mr. Newel~ a missionary to the east, some time since deceased, was induced to take the 
Jllll80nic degrees befure he Sailed. When he took the lmight-templar's degree, he was 10 dis
gusted, that he said to his companion, "Why haTe you autrered me to lie 10 imposed upoo· 
my feelings have been shocked by these blasphemous rites. I will sit down and write all f 
kriow about it, and expose it to the lltOrld, so that others may not be duped as I have been." 
His friend argued witli him till midnight, to induce him not to earry his plan into execution, 
saying to him, that by such an act he would destroy his character and loee his life. 

It !las been stated m the address sUbmitted tbr our consideration, that free.masons oll2ht not 
to be eligible to offices of power and trust; that they are disqualified by the oaths whiCh they 
have taken, to fulfil such offices as the interests of the country require. This hu been con
sidered on the ground that they have taken these obligations. • 

There is another part. to which I will just allw'.J. It appears to me, that free.masons who 
still adhere to the oroer, have disfranchized themselVes. Tliey belo~~g to a distinct and separate 
gonrnment, having no connection with the government of these United States. They haTe 
a constitution and l::I1:Uch must come in colliaion with lhe laws of our own country. Now, 
would we elect a C · to an office of ~er and trust in these United States? Would we 
take from Great Britain a President for the United States, or take upon the 'bench a chief ius
tice of the Union, belonging to another government 1 I think it worthy of remark, that ihey 
who belong to a government, 8lri generil distinct from all other goTernments, and if they be. 
long to a separate government, the position blid down in the address, is correct, and oug.i!t to 
be maintained. I Will not say that all the members of the fraterni9> are ineligible to iiftice. 
For there are many who sincerely desire, with all their hearts, to lie free; but scruples, and 
many other strong cords, bind them to the fraternity. But l.hoee who adhere to them, and are 
with them in heart, and consider themselves bound by their oaths and obligations, I do think 
are ineligible to offices of power and trust. 

It is unnecessary for me to detain, and co.nsume the time of this convention. We have the 
address before us, and I have no doubt but it will be adopted. I shall vote for it, very cordially. 
It is sufficient for this convention, and the support of it 18 sufficient for us, that we may all par• 
ticipate in it. We have, by virtue of an ez po8t fa.cto law, passed about one month since, lleen 
excluded from the Hall of lndependence; ~ut a note has ascended from this saloon, which 
shall be wafted by every breeze, and thrill on every zephyr, in the east, in the west, in the 
north and in the south. And I trust, that future generations will find by happy experience, 
that the trumpet did not give an uncertain sound-that multitudes were ready to prepare them
selves for ba.ttle. 

Ma. Duna, df Miehigan.-Mr. President : I would, with other gentlemen who have 
.lll'eceded me, give my toice in favour of the ability and truth of the address to the people of 
the United States. 

The strong ground taken by that address, I presume to be this: that free-masonry is an 
empire of itself, distinct from every government within whOAelimits it exists; that it has ita 
laws paramount to all other laws, its altars and ita priests exalted above the religion of the 
land. 

Let it never be forgotten, that, in these United Staes, there are from one to two hundred 
thousand men, who liave sworn alleltiance to laws not recognized bY: our conatitution-lfl.ws in 
direct opposition to those of our laruf-laws cruel and abommable. This is not mere theory in 
the masonic institution ; bqt has been reduced te practice. We have seen tlrese unlaWful 
oaths developed by the conduct of those who have sworn (ealty to them. Can it be doubted 
for a moment that the deveh>pementa of masonry, by Bernard and others, are true 1 We have, 
sir, the substantial testimony of about five thousand seceding masons to this effect. In • 
addition to this, we have arcwnstantial evidence that is irresistible. Why was Morgan 
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murdered, if his book was not true 1 Wh¥ are aecedera 10 bitterly ~ted, it it be no 
pursuant to masonic oaths? We have the text and the c:ommentary, in the muonie oaths 
and the conduct of muons t'or the last four years. . 

Here, then, is a muonic empire standing on ita own foundation i_lllbordinate to no law, hllDW 
or divine. Its subjects are sworn, if they are master muona, lo"""' -•otlur'• tureu, murdel 
and treG~on uce,Utl, an4 tNt k}llo tAN ,_ elutimt-to obey 1M gran4 ltailiAg lip of fliltTu, 
'"" IMm from a 6rotw at tM rilk of tAriT 011m U.u. They are sworn, if they are royal arcl 
muona, to keep each other's secreta,~ an4 ,._not-uc~ rt#IU -• ot/wr frrm 
elM&"!'! ry,...or tDt'OI&f· They are sworn, if they are illustrious kniPts of the ~ to reveng4 
eGCl OCMI"t mjuriu, llftd .tUpporC tGCl otlwr'• tHililie«l pteferrttmt. Tliey are swo""_ if they ~m 
elected knighls of nine, or 'illustrious elected of fifteen, to put lo dtot1 GRY ttcelliflg mucm q, 
tMie degreu. There is, moreover,a penalty of barbarouS death attached to each degree &on 
the loweet to the ~est, with one or two exceptions. 

Will any man say, that this is not masonry? The edifice is one, the institution is one 
Will any mason deny that the up~r degrees are genuine free.muonry? He may say that h! 
is ignorant of those degrees; but if he is ignorant of any part of this institution, especially ol 
one so deeply suspected, he is ignorant at his periL He gives the sanction of his name anc 
influence to masonry, and he is bound to have every reasonable assurance that the insututioE 
is pure. 

What oonatitutes an American citizen 1 Is it that he lives within the limits of these Unitee 
Sta~t he was born within certain .boundaries, or has since submitted to certain ceremo
nies of naturalization 1 ~ sir1 may be necessary, but he only is at heart an Ameriean, 
who Yenerates the pure republiearusm which our fathers bled to maintain-he who aeknow
led,res no laws paramount to those of his country and his God. 

When a citizen of these United States kneels at the altar of muonry, when he swears 
allegiance to · her laws, he snaps asunder the ties that bind him to his country; he cannot at 
the same time be the citizen of a free republic, and the subject of a despotic emp.~re. 

The address to which I have referreil most justly observes, " That all foreJ.gDen, even the 
DI08t enlightene«!t though they may be perfectly honest and capable, though tliey may reside 
:with us to their life's end, and be practiCal converts to the truth and beauty of our systems, are 
disqualliied by bei!lg the subjll!llll of other governments. By stronger reasqns, adhering 
masons are di8quali1ied." Of t.hia, sir, there can be no doubt. There are certain ties that 
bind man to man, independent of all h~mment. It is the law of love, expreased in 
the comprehensive woros, to do to others u we would that they should do to us. We are the 
children of the same common parent;the subjects of the same divine authority. Wherever we 
liT~ w_e may be the citizens of that great community, bound together by love to man and lcm 
to 1.:t0<t. But free.maaonry is bouna by other u-those of revenge and murder. The bonds 
which unite muons ~tlier, separate them from the reat of the world. "J:here are ues, where I 
the Christian religion 111 unknown, which the God of Nature has established, which bind man 
to man: these has thrown olE There are other and dearer ties, which bind Chris
Uans together al~e civilized world; wherever the Christian goes, he may find a Christian ; 
brother· but masonry has broken those noly ties with the rest. Nothing must interfere with ' 
her dark dominion: her priests, her altar, her laws, must be supreme. Every kind alreetion, 
enry virtuous sentiment, every holy principle, must be prostrated in the dust beneath the 
wheels of the chariot of this idol of aeereey and sin. 

• Free-masonry, by rninldinlt prayers with bloody and profane oaths, by uniting the 
mummery of masonry with Pi-ages &om holy writ, ·by its impioua titles, such as " Moo 
Worshipful," and "King of HeaveD." by insinuations in the lower degrees, and direct decla· 
rations m the higher, stands forth as the apostle of Deism, if not of Atheism. In the knights 
adepts of the eagle and the sun, the muon is thus addressed : " Belwld tllil fMftdtr whk1 yoa 
mwt conquer-a ttrptnf wlaicll Vlt ddt1t 111 em id4l, ti&Gt il llllorul bg tM idiot llftd wlge~r undlr 
tle Mmt ofrelig'iqn." 

The sages of other times, who were not bleaeed with the light of Christianity, felt the ' 
neees&Ity of relij;on. Altars were built and ~plea were raised to a host of 'divinities; their 
p~ were celebrated by the poet, an~ ~e phitoso~er bowed ~re their al~ 1t was 
not, su, merely to catch the eye of 1diot wonder, that the splendid temples of the heathen · 
gods were thrown open to view ; it was not merely to exalt the priest; tliat in his gt)rgeous 
and hallowed vestments, he burnt incense on the altar of the Roman and Grecian Jupiter. 
Other and higher purposes were to be answered. The experience of the world has shown, 
that man was made for religion, and relie:ion for man. Remqve &om him those sentiments 
which the all-seeing eye imposes on him, oul'Bt asunder the links which unite him to the throne 

• of the Creator, and man is worse than a wild beast. So far from being fit to govern others, he 
would have no capacity for controlling himael£ 

Masonry1 then, tears asunder, not only the ties which unite the citizens of a nation to each 
other, but tne sacred bonds which bind man to man, and man to his God. 

Will it be said, that these oaths, although taken by maaona, are not considered b}' them to 
be binc:lin£7 It is impossible to look into the heart of man; this can be done oruy by his 
Maker ; li'ut it is fair to presume that evil practice is the result of wicked principles ; that 
•~nic oaths are carried into action, unlesa they are renounced ~ the recipient. I know, 
11r, of no tyranny eq_ual to t.JUs. ~he despqtiama of Eur.ope are litierty i~lr, compared with 
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the dominion which this seeret loci.ety usurps o.:er the eoDScienee. Confine me in the deepest 
dungeon that cruelty has invented-bind me in chain.-my spirit is yet free : the soul cannot 
be bOund with iron bands; it may still wander through the regions of space, revisit the dear 
scenes of its home, and rile in adoration to ita God. But masoiirY has aevised chains which 
bind the very soul down to darkness and spiritual death. The unfortunate being who is 

· enticed wit.hfu ita eoila, is led from step to step, oath after oath is administered ; all that 
deception, hope, fear, shame, and curiosity can effec~ is done for the purpose of leading the 
candidate deeper aJ1!i deeper into the dungeons of this inquisition; the cords of masonry are 
drawn luuder and closer around their victim, until moral energy is vanquiShed; and, like 
Laocoon in the embrace of the serpent, limb after limb is enfolded ; resistance becomes weaker 
and weaker1 until the monster has poisoned with his breath, and paralyzed within his coils, the 
wretched v1etim of his cunning ferocity. It is thus, sir, that the soul is eonquered ; virtuous 
feelings are weakened ; the murmurs of eonscienee are smothered ; until at last man's 
guardian ~ takes his 1light, and the whole demon takes possession of his soul. 

If thia, 111r, eeems to be the llanguage of exaggeration, I refer you to the history of the 
abduction of Morganj _men upon whose character there was no previous stain, became cor
rupted by masonic oatnB, until virtuous principles were conquered, and they who had been 
goOd citizens until this monster had transformed them, now rose in rebellion agai.n$t the laws 
of their country. They who were husbands and fathers, robbed the wife of her husband, ani 
children of their parent · they whose hands had been unstained, now found them red with 
the blood of an unoW~ citizen. For these reasons, I say, and so says the address, and 
110 will every candid man say, that those who have taken these oaths, and eonfe$8 their binding · 
obligation, are unworthy to exerciee any office of trust under our free institutions. · 

Ma. Su.n1:, of Vermont, said he rose under much embarrassment, after the able "addrelises 
which had been drawn forth by the report under consideration ; but he could not pennit the 
occasion to pass without-an expression of his views in copnexion with its adoption. 

We are, Mr. President, about to address our countrymen on a deeply interesting subject. 
The number and character of those we represent, ·the subject of our deliberations, and the 
in1luence which they may exert upon our country and upon the world, give to the act we are 
about to ~orm, a character of peculiar interest.. · 

The spuit of free inquiry has been ·roused into action by a daring invasion of the rights of 
one of our fellow citizens. He was a member of the masonic institution. He had violated its 
laws, and been doomed to suffer the execution of their penalty. The jealous spirit of free
men was awakened, and their virtuous indignation enkindled. Free-masons had kidnlfl>ped 
and murdered a fellow citizen, whoee only crime was a violation of the secreta of their order ; 
and those secrets, thus revealed, and thus proved by the acts of masons themselves to have been 
truly reTealed, presented, when brought to the light, a spectacle which excited the strong and 
deep disapprobation of the community. The excitement, at first confined to a small section of. 
the state of New-York, moved onward in the train of truth and reason. The cloud which, at 
first, appeared in the distant horizon, "like a man's hand," soon rose and spread &erO&Il the 

_ heavens, and already overshadows half our country. 
The feel.int( which thus has assumed a distinct form, and a national character, was originally 

treated as wild and ridiculous fanaticism. It was called a" Jack-Cade excitement;" and the 
, men who stood up in the fit.ce of a powerful and widely extended fraternity, and boldly 

denounced their institution as the guilty author of the outrage, were assailed as disturbers of 
the public peace, and hunted with the bitterest persecutions. "They were, sir, a noble body of 
men. Free-masonry will long have occasion to remember them ! They periled every thing 
in their devotion to principle, with an intrepidity worthy the best days of our re_{>ublie. I 
fully accord . in the sentiment which has just been uttered with regard to these piOneers of 
anu-masonry. I have no J.ane:uae;e to express my admiration of their zeal, their firmness, and 
their constancy. They eornniima my warmest gratitude, and they will commend themselves 
to the gratitude of the world, as long as the world shall know that free-masonry once had an 
existence. Had they yielded to fear masonry might now have secretly triumphed, and it 
might have eontinued to uiumph to i.he end of time, in the successful exertion of 1ts power to 
execute ita bloody penalties, and screen itself from merited condemnation. But republican 
virtue proved too strong for it. In vain did masons deny the truth of the revelations of masonry. 
In vain did they deluge the country with slanders of Morgan, and of the men who had eon
firmed the truth of his revelations, and of all who dared to arraign the institution at the bar of 
public opinion. The investigation went on. In the face of sneers, and ridicule, and denun
ciation, 1t moved forward, and the cause of anti-masonry moved with it. Maso'lS contemptu
ously denominated the western _part of the state of New-York the "infutetl district," and 
eontmually uttered their predictions that the good sense of the people would find a remedy for 
the diltue, and stop the progress of the contagion. But anti-masonry fiiOI)td forvurrd! lt 
reached the state wliich I liave the honour, in part, to represent. Her mtelligent population 
awoke to the subject ; and after a memerable struggle of seven ballotings, her " tiftn il.istrict" 
returned a member to the eor~~ress of the United Siiites upon anti-masonic principles.· Penn
sylvania, too, became aroused, and came up to the aid of our cause, in a solid phillanx of fifty 
tlloulantl at her last gubernatorial election. And, strange to tell, tile "land ofsteady habits" 
has caught the "infection," and sent to this convention a delegation whose character. is a 
aure ple(lge oftinal.lllceess in that aeetion of our country. The venerable fcrm of one of them 
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[Ma. TnaY, of·Hartford] is now in my eye. He comes to perform, not, I~ the lat, but 
certainly one of the 6ut, of the public acts of his ~that of bearing his decided testimony 
a,.oainst '\he institution of free-masonry. Sir, there are too many such men in the ranks of 
anti-masonry to permit it longer to be called a fanatical excitement-too lllllliy, standing on 
the borders of the grave, to permit it longer to be asserted that the hope of office CODBtitut.es 
the leading motive of the effort to abolish the masonic institution. 

[Mr. S. was here ealled to order by the chair, upon the ground that he was indulging in a 
range of remarks more appropriate to the report on the subject of the rise and progress of anti
masonry, than the one under consideration.] · . 

Mr. S. explained, by remarkinlt that be bad considered it as properly belonging to the report 
under discussion, to contemplate ihe relation in which this con~enbon stood, to t.lie past as well 
aa the.future-to look at the character and progress of the excitement which had given birth to 
the convention, that its claims upon the consideration of the publie which it was about to ad- . 
dress, ~bt be more fully understood and appreciated. But, said Mr. S. I cheerfully submit 
to the deelSion of the chair. · 

Permit me, then, Mr. President, to glance a moment at some of the reaults which may be 
expected to follow our efforts in the eause in which we are e~. · 

Our great aim is the complete prostration of the instituuon of free-masonry. We would 
break up its lodges, its chapters, and its eneamJIDients. We would strip from its officers their 
gaudy trappings, and bloated tit!~ and mock dignities, and bring them upon a level with the : 
plain, unutled citizens of the republic. We would convince its votaries of its pernicious char- i 
aeter and tendency, and bring them up to tlu aU-entfltial point of a610lein,rr tJuir alkgWnu to · 
tlae iMtitution, and separating themselves from it, for ever. We would, in snort, prostrate this 
"unhallowed temple," so that "there shall not be left. one stone upon another, that $hall not 
be thrown down.'' This is the direct and obvious _P.urpoae-to be aeoornplished by olir efforts. 

But, sir, there are results indirectly connected With ihe existence of anti-masonry, which 
present no ordinary claims to our regard. I allude to its inlluence UJI?n the general Character 
of our country and of"\be age. In contemplating the subject in this light, events of other times 
present a parallel which is not destitute of instruction. The refo~on of the 16th century, 
for uample, though primarily a religious reformation, exerted, in various other respects, an 
in11uence .of deep and lasting im.J>?rtance to Euro~ and to the world. It was not a mere eman
cipation from tile spiritual donunion of the Popat_See; but it broke the shackles which bound 
the human intellect. It tallf(ht men to think; it brought mind into conflict with mind ; it as
serted the right of free enqwry and private judgmentl. and it kindled the spark of that liberty 
which now burns upon the altars of our country. These effects naturally resulted from the 
character of the evil upon which the foree of that reformation was broug}it directly to bear. 
And who, that is familiar with its origin and its history, ean fail to see that, substantially, the 
same eauses are now in operation, and that they are tending to the production of the same 
general results. ,_ . 

An important era in the history of our own country illustrates the same principle. Urged 
to the extremest point of endurance by British oppression, our fathers rose and asserted their 
right to independence. They put forth their strength, and were free. But, sir, there was 
more in that freedom than a mere emancipation from the thraldom of a foreign power. The ' 
conflicts of the revolution brought into vigorous exercise some of the noblest virtuea that be
long to our nature; and while the men whose souls were thus tried, were forcing their way to 
freedom, they were fitting thelllll6lves1 in an eminent degree, for its enjoyment. A cast was 
given to their moral and mtellectual enaraeter, which is now visible in all the institutions which 
they established. 

Anti-masonry, sir, possesses the elements of both the revolutions to which I have adverted. 
I know, indeed, that tliere are those who affect to 'consider it as de~ing to the moral and in
tellectual character ~four country. I regard it, sir, in precisely the opposite light. The life 
and soul of anti-masonry is a spirit of free enquiry, directed to the just exposure of an institu
tion, immoral in its tendency, and anti-republican in its whole structure. The spirit which the ' 
abduction and murder of a free citizen onginally produced, was, to use the language of a high 
judicial functionary of JOur state, "a blessed spirit." It still retains that character. It was, 
and it is, a virtuous in~ation at the perpetration of wro~, and a determination to apply 
every practicable corrective. It lends to a more just appreciation of the value of that liberty, 
so dlmngly invaded in the person of a free citizen, as well as of that life which was impiously_' 
sacrificed upon the altar of free-masonry. It asserts the right of the people to investigate ani! 
probe to the bottom, nery public evil, and to apply such correctives as t1iey may deem proper • 
.And it invigorates the public intellect, by direcU~ its energies to the investigation of some of 
the most interesting questions which can engage Its attention. Masons may, indeed, deride 
and denounee it, and exhaust upon it all the epithets of reproach and contempt. But every 
intelligen~ unbiassed statesman will see in it the strong ch.-.raeteristie traits of genuine repuli
lieanism; and regard it, even in jts occasional excesses, as threatening no serious danger to 
any thing, but the institution which it is its avowed and determined purpose, to destroy. 

Sir, in whatever light this subject is viewed, the act we are about to perform involves a high 
responsibility to our country, to the age in which we live, and to all future time. Masonry 
must be ~estroyed. It is an evil ofinealeulnble ma.,onitude. We owe it to our oountry and 
we owe It to 41ie world, to strike a blow which it sliall feel, to the utmost limits of its empir~. 
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The aJ)lle&l we are about to make, is to a people distinllUished fur their intelligence and their 
virtue. li. is an appeat to their BOber judgment, and to ihe best feelings of their nature. It 
will not--it cannot be Dwle in vain. 

And ill making this appeal to them, we make it to the world. In IIAlting on the publie senti· 
ment in ov own country, we IIAlt upon it every where. Europe will reel the impu!se we are 
now gi'Vinc. to the eanse of anti-masonry. She felt that which was given to the kindred cause 
of liberty1 by the declaration of our indepenclenoe: and France, at this moment, bean! grati· 
tying teattmony to the powerful and enduring influence of our immortal ReTolution. Muo!UY, 
·even in Europe, mu.st. yet be made to tremble before the majesty of public opinion· and, if 
an1i:-masens are true to themselves and to their cause, she will fall before it-and fall, I trust, 

·to rl8e no more. 
M:a. SJ:w.a.an.-Mr. President, as the convention seems not disposed, at this moment, to 

· proeeed to the que!ltion upon the address, I have thought that I miglit not waste time unneces
.ila.rily, in making a few observations. 

I was one of tnoae who in the convention of the state of New-York, had the honour to join 
· in recommending to the people of the United States, to meet at this place, and upon this occa

sion, for the red1"81111 of what you and I thllught to be a matter of common interest and conoem 
to the ~pie of these United States. By a large, respectable, and intelligent portion of our 
fellow-ettizens, that recommendation has been heard; and this convention shows that it has 
been answered. . · • 

Now, sir1 the address which has been reported by this committee, is the means of extend
ing the~ pnnciples that sent us hither, into those parts of our common country which have 
not yet been agitated bv them. This address is the measure which is to excite public atten
tion, and to direct pubfic enquiry. 

The question is, whether this address ahall be adopted. And is there a man in my h!lllring, 
who does not feel that it is one of the most important questions which could occupy the atten
tion of this body ? Who that is familiar with the histo_ry of the rise and progreBS of secret 
societies in the states of New-York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and all the other sections in 
which the question has been agitated, who does not know that it is, wherever agitated, a 
question of ~lous anoment--11. question either fraught with eril, or productive of the most 
efficient gooc17 It becomes us to deliberate upon the question, whether we will extend these 
principles furt.lter. 

The question whether secret societies shall longer exist in this country, under our free in
stitutions, is indeed a new question; and for that reason it encounters oppoeition: and there
fore, those who have put it to the J!OOple, meet with elamour and opprobrium. But without. 
imp~for I am unwilline: to impugn the motives of any man or ·set of men-1 will ob
serve, it is fair to believe that ihe preconceived prejudices in favour of an institution which in 
some parts of the country hu committed no foul acts of treason or insubordination to the go
vernment, may have induced many men to believe1 honestly and sincerely, that the movers 
of this question are, what the}' are represented to oe, disorganizers and ambitious politicians. 
But, sir, bf others than these, it will be admitted, that though preconceived notions of the im
portance of particular measures, and of the value and merits of ~rticular men, have induced 
them to shut their eyes to the knowledge that this great inquisition is going forward in the 
public mind; yet let me say, that the q_uestion cannot be evaded; it must be met. It de
mands and it challenges the attention of this people. 

The press has been arrayed, with but few exceptions, against it; politicians of all classes 
and all grades-men who seek their interest and their renown in the glory and honour of this 
government-nave all combined to stop it. The pulpit has denounced it; the government of 
the states has denounced it; the press lias denounced it; and it has been denounced in every 
private circle and in every public meeting: and what has been the result? 

Four years since, the first unfortunate event (fortunate in another point of view,) took 
place: and you find in the state of New-York-and I claim but little of the merit of the 
character which is ascribed to that state, to its most intelligent. inhabitants, and its beautiful 
and favoured region-yes, in the land which is peopled from the land of ·steac:~y habits 
and patriotism,-you fiild1 that opposition to secret societies has become the fundamental 
principle of political faitn. And lie that has raised his voice against the expression of -
that public opinion, has felt, and will feel, that it was an unfortunate hour in which the tem· 
porizmg spirit of snbmiBSion to secret societies, led him to sell his conscience and his duty, 
to the paltry ho}ie of ingratiating himself with the inmates of the secret conclaves of free-

maBsonrr.. thi ft f · "lified ·diculed d "sed · h.ch h ut, m 1 s arne o anti-masonry, V1 , n , esp1 anti-masonry, w 1 as not 
had the DUght of the press, or the good opinion of influential men, who have heretofore flourished 
in this nation,-what has it done 1 Look around you, and ask any man who knows the fact, 
whether what there is of talent and respectability:, what there is of virtue in this convention, 
is selected from the talent, the respectability, or i.he virtue of any party or parties which ever 
agitated any part of this community? Sir, they are new-made men; they are the made men 
of anti-masonry. It is tl!.e opposition to secret societies which has called them forth. And in 
the energy and dignity of freemen, with which, in the face of this community, we are J.>ro&ecu
ting this cause, you luive an indication of that virtue, of that spirit, that redeeming spint which 
called into existence the liberty and independence of this people. 
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But, ail~ this lpirit hal not been confined to the filvoured region or the weatem part or the 
e&ate of New-York. It has traversed the boundary linea; it baa ealled forth the same spirit 
in the sister etatell-tUKl the same kind of men. · . 

But it 11M been aaid that this uti-~ is the fiulatie ereatnre of the politics, the furious 
politics of the sta&e of New-York. I t is not eo, sir i the obeervation of every member of this 
convention will bear me witness of it. The opposition to eeeret eocietiee, is the ene~tie, de
liberate etfeet of the principles of the ea~~~e, upon the filrmers of the state of New-York. AU 
other profe.tons and e1aaies ofpolitieiaDa have furnished but a aeantr quota to the strength 
which the }lU'ty hold& Free-masonry, and political parties embrace ainioet the whole. It ia, 
then, certain, that if eo w-g, a portiOn of this community have become awakened, this Bpirit 
C&IIDOt subside. The question must be met and decided. . 

And u~n what principle of our government llhall we not meet the cue 1 Shall it not be met 
becauae it i.e a new question 1 But new questions have arisen, and will arise. And it is 88 
unwise in us, to attempt to awid the investigation of eve:~ new danger, ud ~ new abuse, 
88 it would be in the mu who, having built a etroog ship, and set Dimlelf alloat in it, should 
trust it among the breakers, without eounding-line or hebri. 

Mr. Preaident, shall we refuse to meet thiS question, becauae it is one inconsistent with the 
exercise of our rights as citizen~? If there be any who have thought eo, l beg them to redeet 
upon the principles and ~on of the eoeiety of free-muons. I be« them to re1leet upon 
tlie principles on which thii government is organiZed. And then, I aay1 if they take the 1001ety 
of free-maeons in the moat favoured light in which it e8JI be presented by ite 01fn member& and 
writers, it is, no lees th8JI this, a eoeiety of men a11iliated together by mutual and eeeret oaths 
for their mutual benefit and protection. A eoeiety which is eoextens1ve with the limite of our 
territory, and capable of concentrating ite power at uy and all pointe of thie Union, by meane 
of eeeret signe and aignale of ite membera. 

Now thil is the moat favoured light in which any, in which -free-masons would themselves 
hold up their institution to the community.' 

Let us, then, suppose, that free-masonry had never emerged from ite embryo state ; that it 
had never erossed th a Atl&Jltic, and found its place in thie l&nd ; I .PUt it to these grave men, 
who have been reared in the nurture ud admOnition of our revolutionary worthies--end you 
are men who value the liberties which you have inherited from them-I put it to all good men 
and citizens ; would you, if the proposition were now to be IJ184e, would you, if it were now 
proposed to estahlish JUBt such ail institution, would you give it your support 1 No, sir, there 
18 no mu who does not better underat&Jld the principles Of thie ~ernment. There is no man 
who for one moment would say, let il be eetabliBhed. Much leas 18 .there a mu who would say, 
in view of all ite con~eneee, that he would submit to ite rites ,.nd ceremonies. And why 
would he aay so 1 Why would publie opinion be thus opposed to it 1 What are the objeete 
of this institution 1 Suppose its advocates ehould aay, chiuity, heavenly charity ; would not 
the statesm8JI and philarithropist aay,.there needs in tliis land no such o~tion Cor charity 1 
Would not he who underat&Jlaa f:1Je principles upon which it is proposed ~ be established, tell 
you, that your charity system is liut u insurance ofliee, in which you require more to be given 
to the institution, thaD shall be pven baek 1 

But whatever the arguments may be in favour of that charity, would not all men say, that 
thie charity is purchased at too dear a rate, by organizing a bsDd of secret a11iliated brOthera, 
an!! putting into ~~r hands the meane of concert for their mutual advutage and mutual pre
ferment, to an unlimited extent. 

But if it again were asked, what are the further advantages 1 I ask, of thoee who know 
and defend the muonie institution, to tell illi-te!! us, what otlaer adTantsgea they would pro
poee, what could they propoee to the eociety or to the community 1 Not one. For of· all the 
boasted pretensions Of fnie-~~nrr •. charity i;'l_the only one which has at all withstood the 
four years' ire, and the e~Uon of 1ts enonmtie& · 

Then, the patriot and pliilanthropiat would aay, l see in thie institution that there is eeereey; 
he would aay, ud truly say, that seereey is the badge of a tyrannical government; it is unaafe 
and dangerous in a republie&Jl government. He would aay, were it proposed to bind mem
bers by oath to vote fOr eseh otlier it is the worst feature of an aristoeratieal ~ernment. So, 
sir1• in every point of view in whicl. it could be presented, it would be met indignantly, and re
pelled, by the people of this community. 

Now it is no hypothetieal ease ; it is not .Proposed to organize in this land a bud of aBiliated 
brothers for their own mutual advantage; 1t is not eo propoaed, because it is already done. 
This bud of afliliated brethren, whieli no man, not even a muon himself, would vote for the 
establishment of, if propoeed now, is in full and complete organization. Let me add, if it were 
known that ~ch a society was intended to be organized, what would be the righteous eonduet 
of the people in relation to it 1 Would they aay, go on and organize your soeiett, establish its 
government ; fortify it, ud seize bold of its powers, take hold of ite ~vernment, and give 
an opporturuty to make experiments i ud if no lives are lost, no eenous depredations com
mitted, ud no danger apprehended, tne institution shall stend 1 

Would they not rather say, we will not wait for the accomplishment of this scheme of tyranny. 
Did our forefathers wait 1 
~ree cents tax upon a pound of tea was a small matter • but it was the entering wedge. 

whiCh thia community would not sutrer to be applied to the fabric of her liberties. And flOW, 



DRUTIII. l!S 

it this inl&itution cloel uiat, aad does exi1t with ao more aeri0111 ebarne than I haft broach 
and can maintain ~ it • lllld if the quel&ion ia, whether it llbaiT ltand or faD, who ~ 
heeita\e to eay that 1t must deecend to the 8hadee &om which it eDJIIJia\ed? It eannot be other-

. wise. It ia the intelligenee or t.hi8 community which ia arrayed aga.iD8t the orgauization or 
lleCJ'et aocieties, which may endanger the public peace, and eadaDpr the pulilie welfiare; aad 
u~ that there can be 110 miatake. 

Let tbU ~ f.O fbnrard to the world, to tbi8 eooununity, aad tru. ~people; aad ~ 
10 IIUI'8 u it goea, Jll8t 10 IUI'e will it return back to thoee wllo eend it, with the ble.jnJII imd 
thanks of a iedeeJDed people. I will not draw a picture or the evil colliiiClueneea wbicli mut 
~t to this ~le hin tfle perpetuity of aecret IOcietiea i ~ willaot loolt forward to the _pe
riod, when in time or _peace our ¥Gvermnent lhall be subverted bf tiu:tiona aJJd eeeret orgamza. 
tioDB ; I will not look to the tun~ when the public ~ aiWl be dilturbed by the lawlea 
aeta of men, direc\ed by the midnight coaclaYe i I will' not look fbnrard to the time when 
&he arm at thia goYel'lllllellt lball be UDDerYed m war, by the eeeret tiu:tiona or deaipiDc cle-

~ Jme I JD8y, In the prophetic spirit of llllother, be eDBbled to eay, may come I and if 
it muat: T_. .U m. Mu, d ANWO •erior _ .. Long may it be befOre that day arrivea, and 
after oar 1)eriod or eziatenoe." 

Ma. WALDa, or MueachU8ettol, roee to read the eelebrated letter of John .AnderBOD to a 
member ofConcr-, ~ him a bribe or 500 dollan, Cor hia ll8li8tllllee in · the 
puaing of liD aet then pendmg, Cor the allowance or a elaim a( .Andenm'L ~COD
taioed an appeal to the member u a suppoeed brother IJIIIIOD. The honourable pntlemaD 
happening,'liowever, DOt to be a muon, expoeed him. He ref'erred to the proceeding. or con
~ at the time, Cor tru. letts and the 1llcle regardiag it. 

Ma. Coon laid, he would detain the convention bu:t a moment. It had been IBid in the r&o 
port, that the~~ tlle strength or the whole chaiu, couiated in the furee otmaeonic 
Ob1igationa. He ~t It highly important that it ahould be well understood by the whole 
community, why it ia ~ fight aDd proper to violate IIIIUIOIIie o~ol1L Ample jUlio 
tice had 6een done to the eeeedere ; but, lie continued, I would barely remark, tbat, m com
JIIlri!lg tlleir example with that or our· fure&.tbers, aJJd particularly where W aabington ia alluded 
to, &he ciremnatances do aot bear a very lltriking: &Dalogy. 

It hu been urged lllld eatabliabed, tliat maeoDJC oathS &om the COIIIDieJit.eDlt are not biDd
ing ; that they have no Coree, having been impoeed bv &aud aDd imposition. But what wu 
the oatll which W aalliu«ton aJJd hii compatriots tooli:? W u it liD oatll which waa from the 
commencement void and or no etrect? Not q:reeable to the laws or our country:, or the laws 
or Great Britain 1 Tho oath w~. ~ey tooK wu lawful; it waa commendable, it waa in 
confOrmity to their conatitutional birtbrigb&. Such waa the oath impoeed on tlle men or that 
~~ . 

Yet when ~ty required i~ did they hesitate to throw ofF the ahacklea, and declare that 
oath void 1 Wo- that the obligation, which waa mutual protection, had been withdrawn; 
and &om that time the oath becanie void and null, aDd wu 10 treated. 

When the Craternity reeort to the chazacter or that great man; when they invoke hia spirit 
to rise up and support maeonry, it ia humiliating in the extreme ; that the epirit or tbat man 
should be involteiHor the euppc>rt or that which he despised lllld l'fiiiOUIICed ; and eball the de
-parted Bpirit at that man b8 iilluded to, 1P support liD illstitution like this, which he ia yell 
known to have renounoed and condemned 1 

This ia a cireumetanee which I t.hollltht worthy of coneideration. The eeeedere have alluded 
to many instancee where muonic oaiba have taken otrect, contrary to the oath of allegiance, 
when impoeed upon tlle recipient. 

There wu one iDBtllllee Which came to my own knowledge : liD acquaintance or mine, re
eiding in Canada, wu liD officer in the BritiSh eervice during the revolutiooary war. He wu 
oC that clus tamed toriee, a native of New-Jereey • and while stationed in New-York, he 
wu employed u a spy ; he waa respectable, aJJd in Ill; Majesty'• IetTice. That man de
clared, thai when he waa fOund to be a IIPJ. in the American camp, he made himaelC known u 
a JIWIOII, and meane were adop\ed fur 1JI&k!ng hia escape. 

Not l.olllr aft.er tru. the eame pereon who h&d etrected hia rei~ wu thrown into the Britieh 
camp, ancf appreheuded u a spy; and, by the merut aedlent, this individual fOund out tbat 
hia &iand wu DOW in conliMment with tho British army; he Celt impelled to -k out the 
culprit, aad to take measuree, by which he eft'ected hia escape. 

Ma. SuD•, or vermont, Ma. Aa~~suolJIG, oCNew-Y ori, aJJd Ma. Mou12 oCNew-Jereey, 
ad~ the chaii in support or tlle addrea. No notee or theee remarb, IIWiteiently accurate 
Cor publialt""\ have been received up to the time when it waa neoeeeary to eend theee eheete 
to the ..-. hey will appear in an appendiz, if received in time. 

The addrele wu unaniJiiOualy adopted; lllld a reeolution J?IIDed by Ulllll1in!oue COIIIeDt, that 
it be eubecribed by llV8!Y member or this convention with Ilia name. 

Ma. ELLir.t.••a, or Penneylvania, made a ~ on the Preeidential nomination, coneludinc 
with a reeolution. [See the Journellllld theRe~) • • 

The report and reeolution ware laid upon the table. . 
Adjoumed to 4 o'cloclr, P. M. 



1!4 
Tilw1Cf41r, 1611 &pl. 1830. . 
The report of the oommiueo on the spirit of anti-maaonry beinlt taken up, 
ML W .&aD, of New-York, moved that it be adopted. He aai.cl-This, Mr. President, is tho 

&pirit in which we meet: it is a apirit with which we are all acquainted, and one that I wiUl 
all men were perfectly familiai with. The re~rt dates the origin of~ spirit some years 
past. It does not commene&with the offence which brought forth the anti-masonry oT UWi day. 
It goes back to that ~ wheG the writinp of eenain m.tinguisbed citiane and foreign-
en lim awakened a epuit of opposition to free.IIIUOlll'J" in thie counwy. . 

It ia an intereeting filet, ana one important t.o be known, that the spirit Q( anti-masonry 
exis&ecl many yeara ago in t.hia co~mtry ; and yet moat of us were bom strangera to it. Shall 
it be 10 with the anti-~ exhibited at thia day 1 Does the IIUD8 fate await our efforts, 
which hu bemllen the e8'orla ol OlD' ~ra 1 

This ia an important ~tioll, involvin£ the intereata of the whole c&UBe. 
Among thoae Who diatinguished t.hemeelna of old in opposing he-~, were IIIUOWJ of 
bidl•~· The first aDd principal among them waa profilaaor Robison, one who in early 
lit8 dis · · himself in the Brit.i8h IIA"Y· He accompanied Geaeral Wolfe to this country, 
was at e ccmq~ofQ.uebee, dwelt in Rlll8ia in th8 eervioe of the Ruuian ~emment, 
was recalled after three years from Rllllllia, to be made profeesor in the univ61'111ty at Edin
~ Be was one of the Drat lighta of anti-III&IIOnry. Hie character and integrity were of 
the bigheat order. He was afterwards elected a member of the American philoaophlcal 
aoeiety, ofwhieh Mr. Jeft"eraon was president. He waa also elected a member ot the.imperial 
aeeiety at Pet.erabarg, of which there can be but six foreign members on earth. 
· Such a man aa this, in love, candoiD'1 and truth, came forward and t.eet.iied boldly and 
frankly, giving _his declaration under hie own llllllle, ahowing the ~era of free-masonry, 
especially the bigher degrees. Be was accompanied ~ Bamul. While one, a FreochmaD, 
was writing in one part of the world, the other, a SCotchman, cloeeted in Edinburgh, each 
unknown to the other, was writing upon the aune aubjeet. They both wrote in the same 
spirit, each reaorting to the same document& These men, in all the eft"orta made at that time, 
were put in the front ofbaUle. -

They were diltinguisbed meo, eapecially Dr. Robiaon. Their weight of character and 
previous tlune brouglit around them men ofStandin« and of e11aracter; &lid y~t, while we find 
the names of many of their inferiors immortalized, the 1111111811 of theae distinguished individuals 
lave been entirely overwhelmed, and their reputation groaaly injured. 

I can speak fur one and for a great many : -the names of Barreul and Robison were only 
known to me, until three years past, aa names of reproach. Bad I .been throWil in their way, 
I should have ahuddered at tlieir aP,Proeeh-eo effectually had the many-mouthed monster 
aaeailed their character. Yet the spint of ant.i-maaonry waa then aa it ia now; it came forth 
with mildneea, with patriotism, anil with documents to suatain it; but free-masonry waa too 
strong for it. , 

Now, let ualook around, and see what is better in the proapeet.at thia day, to give COili'Bge 
to those who come out from the fraternity, and to alford them the power of escaping the fate 
of thoee great men. One of the first things, and one of the great things, to eecure men of thia 
age against a similar tate, is the concentration of inoral force, which we are able to produce by 
die action of OlD' political institution& 

Now we can array men, by the simple organization which the oourse of politics takes in 
this country, in a manner which no human, no other moral effort, is capable o£ It is in this 
course, that ant.i-maaona of the present day have a reasonable hope to eecape the fate of their 
predecesaors, and in thia course alone. I know of none other by whicll they ean expect te 
conquer the spirit of free-masonry, and to come off triumphant. 

The spirit of ant.i-1118.S011rf has ever been one of kindness and correctnesa. It will be found 
10 in the writings of Robison and Barreul. The works of tlieae men, instead of being of an 
evil-minded, calumniating, prevaricating character, will be round aDIOilf; the mollt correct, 
explicit, and documentary productions ever written. It ia especially 10 with that ofBarreuL 
Tlieir efforts were not directed against free-Dla80118, but against the inatitutioo. The 
true spirit of anti-masonry cares not for men, neither masons nor anti-maaou.-it cares for 
things. 'It takes care for the ayatem of free-maaonry, t.o put it away, and to defend the oom-
muruty against this dangerous and secret enemy. . 

The same course of calumny which waa pursued against thoee who fOudat the battle thirty 
or forty years ago, ia adopted against anti-masons of the present day. We are charged with 
being m pursuit of men ; with proscribing men ; and aiming our ahafta at men. But tar be 
it from us ; thia ia · not our spirit; it ia not the spirit of anti-masonry. I can speak with 
confidence ; for if the saying be true, "once amtucm, altDIJ!II a 11&11100," then I am a muon, and 
I may be allowed to Speak freely, both for the spirit of .frtt·masona and of llllti-maaona. I think 
I may be said in this way to understand the subject. 

It haa been charged upon men, standing aa I do, that they have abandoned the institution 
without consulting with their brethren. If we have gone heedl688ly ~at our brethren, we 
are to blame; but the fact is otherwise; we have wearied them out With intreaties; the anti
masons have not gone carelesaly ~t their brethren in the institution. Those who have 
eeceded have made their first efforts with the masons themselves ; we knew not how to give 
them lip, we will never give them up; we have looked to them, and will look to them, as good 
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men and bret.bren; and while they are adhering and we depart from the illatitution, we eount 
th.et:n as llllfi?rtunate, instead . of traduoing and vili1}riDg their name ; we impute it to their 
DliBinfurmauon, and to the blindneea brought upon them by the manifold pretenaiona of free
masonry, and not to their love of the (ollies of the 10114te-room. 

It is true, Mr. President, and I am sorry to say it, ihat those who have lleCeded, and have 
been placed in the &ont of the battle, are represented and ~ed aa men of desperate cha· 
racter, and deeperate principlee; men who seek for nothing but a revolution, by which they 
may gain acmm~; as thOse who have now no hold on life or eociety. I wish to set thia 
matter in its true ~t; to make those who are now under the sound of" my voice aequainted 
with some of the tacts attendinr; the first operationa in this busineea. While I give a word of 
my own ~ I will lpeak for a great many others. 

Firat, seemg the dangerous consequence~ which grow out of tho IIIUOilie inltitution, what 
lhould one do bat deel with hill brethren 1 Tbia waa done-it was doae enenaively, 1t waa 
done kindly. And the unifurm reault was, and there waa not an exception for many month&. 
that every effiJrt of the kind waa repelled by the brethren of the IIIMOnic inltituuon; ~ 
shut their eara and drew away the shoulder; they refused to hearken. Finding that nothing 
could be done by this courae m Massaehuaetts, an appeal waa made to gentlemen, mascms, in 
the west of New-York, and in the midst of their capital, to some of- their iOremost men; 
an etfort waa made from houae to houae, aa Paul preached the goe~l, and, I trust, not a little 
in the spirit of the gospel i to deal with them man by m:m; in this hope, that if the truth waa 
not in this breaat, t.hey~t kindly put it there; and if it was, that they might become wise, 
before the great publio obtained the laiowledge; that if free-masonry were an imposture in all 
its pa~ they sliould come out from it, and throw away the bone of contention, before it was 
ignomimousty wreated from their hand&. 

What was the result 7 After weeks of labour, and hard labour, receiv:iug many times harsh 
and unkind words, and aometimee a repulse. ten men, free..masons._ convened in one room, 
and, though they had no tyler at the door, they had no intruders. We went over the whole 
aubjeet of masonic ·pretensions with carefulness, and examined it closely, and calmly:; ~ 
present agreed aa to the trnth, but could not agree .what to do with it ; and they aisperaed. 
Tbe views advaneed there Were sueh aa have been advanced here, hut then they were sub
mitted to the ftoateruitf only. A plan was well matured ; it waa thought that I!O!ll6thing 
might be done, by sendmg fOrth a man in the spirit of love and unity, one of their own mem
bers, to go round and inatruot masons in the deceitfulness of the arts and myeteries of free. 
masonry; and to give him countenance, they should furnish him with leuere of introduction 
to influential and leading masons in other places ; but this plan failed-the brethren could not 
consent to it. 

Then what lhould we do 1 There was no other way left but to come out publicly and 
separately, unless we could consent to let the imposture go on unheeded, while it trampled 
our rights, with our reputation, in the dust. 

ThiS is the spirit ol anti-mason~ candid and an independent spirit, which dealt with 
free-muons at the beginning, and aeeks still to do ao, by making them acquainted with facta 
before unknown to them ; clearly f"'?ving that they labour wider a mistaken view of the 
characaer of the mystery. It seeks m lrindneea to bring them from the strong grasp of their 
adversary ; it seeks to do them no harm, but to deliver them from bondage, to rescue them 
from the iron yoke of a mystical d~t. So mueh for the spirit of kindness. 

There is anOther view. The spint of anti-masonry aims at the destruction of·free-masonry; 
it seeks its object bv means well set forth in the docUments presented to thil convention. Ita 
aim is to root out diis vicious plant from all our soil, and I trust even more ; for I hope it ia 
not a spirit circumscribed like the obligations of masonry; that it does not regard merely the 
little Circle of one state, or of the United States; that it does not regard North :America alone; 
but that it is a broad and liberal spirit, embracing the whole world. 

We have le180na of instruction from free-masonry, of what it il neceuary for us to do. It 
is a maxim of that institution, that every muon il every where a mason Land I wish every 
anti-mason to remember it, that "ttl"!/ - v nery wwe 11 -." The illustrations of 
history will shoW the truth of this maxim. The aneedote re1ated by the ~ntleman from N. J. 
(of one who, upon the American frontier, by a singular interehange of cnilitiea between na · 
tiona! enemiee, rescued the guilty traitor from apJirehenaion,) is an illustration of the truth of 
this maxim. And there are a thousand such i.hings to be gathered up in the hiltory of the 
world. ' · 

On this principle of the order, we are not secured against the system, by roo~ it out of 
one county, or state, or out of the United States, or even out of the western hemisphere. I 
would go on no Q.uixotie expedition ; I would not advocate measures which might seem like 
seeking battle with those not fiiirly befure us. But we ought to view the spirit of anti-masonry 
as opposed to free-masonry, wherever it exists; we are but poorly aequainted with our enemy,. 
if we expect to triumph by any partial success. Though we expose the mystery at once, it 
has the power of extendi~ itself m new degrees; if expelled from Philadelphia altogether, it 
would not be lot~g before It would push in from New-York and Baltimore, and fasten itself 
upon the vitals of the city. It would return with threefuld vigour. It is the confident boast 
of the fraternity, that it has power, when this storm is over, to rise again, take root deeeer, 
and push (orth 1ts branches wider. If we en~o at all, we engage with the moll8ter as it 6X1Sts 



126 . DHAT£8. 

in all the earth. The Cft'!:ld o8tcerll of the grand lodges boldregularcommunicat.ioaa, &om New· 
York to London; from Charleeton to Pans; and piobably: from Philadel~ to Amsterdam: 
the fraternity are one-a single band, elo.s!y united in all Chriateudom; strike one, and all are 
wounded; thi.t ill their nature; and as such, we have to Qlllke our ~til to meet them. 
We have to -t fbr the enlightening of the public mind ; for the setting fonb of the true cha. 
racter of the ina\itution, all over the earth ; and thus we may defend ourselves, not only against 
the DIIICbinatiowl, but agaiut the return of ftee.muonry. It ill a great institution, and aa 
11Ucb, ealls for the powerful and determined spirit of oppoeition. It liu been tried in war&.re, 
it ill a veteran in cf~ lltru£Jdea, and it remaina ~t to be IIUbdued. 

We have to meet with di8ieiiftiee, which will eall forth from every IIUpporter' of our cauae 
the beat. exertions of talent, and. the kindest of feelings towards th0111 oppo-1 to ua, and the 
hidlest eft'orte of freemen, in behalf of our eivillibertiee and civil ina\itutio1111o 

1 hope it will go on triUlllPhinllt. I hope that we shall keep in mind thoee put times, when 
the &iends of our cause came fbrih and were put down; swept away with a lood of calumny; 
and that.. we aball·be nerYed by their unwoi'l.hy tate, the at.rooger for this battle • that we 
may use greater dili£enee; thAt we may go on with a quicker etep, and livelier ~ope, to a 
~y victory over tile ina\itution-n!lt onlj' in thi.t land, but througllout the eanh. 

The report waa then adopted. · 
MB. Moaa1s, of New· York. from the committee on the truth of the dilclOIIUJ'eS of masonry, 

made a report, which being taken U,P.t 
Ma. ToDD, of Pennsylvania, IJ&iil, in reference to thi.t report, that the 111a1101111 reeorted to 

faleehood and prenrie&tion, in order to impl'OIII the idea on tlie community that the diecloeures 
made of muonry were not true. A mason pretending candour1 said to him, when ques
tioned upon the truth of the oath, aa laid dowii in "Bei-n&rd'e Light on Muo~,'' "I can 
UIIUre you upon the honour of a man, that I never took such an oath." I asked him whether 
it was not a part of it-he e&id nothing. I asked another, whether the P.tJI&ltiee were true
he wu ailent. A day or two afterwari:le be came to me and said, "You inquired of me some
thing about the penaltiee of maaonry-I never aw tham in1licted." Be then talked about a 
boo]( eulogieing muonry, and endeavored to pro:Ye that it made men love the ladies bette!! 
ML ToDD then gave a description of a lodge, and concluded by safi!!g that a dafter waa Uled 
in it,-oo for what 7 It waa an inatruJnent used by: no nation in the whole world for capital 
exeeutiona. · In some countries, for the execution of the laws, the guillotine wu used-in 110111ethe 
rope, and in oth818 the bow-string, but in none the dagger. It was, and &lriye bad beeu, the 
illstrument of the UIIILISin, &om ihe murderera of olden tiJne to the present. 
- MB. Ru.D, of New-Y ork.-It perhaps beeomee my duty to bear testimony to the truth and 
diacloeuree of free-masonry. I nee not to bout ; for when I look back u~n the masonic 
d~tion to which I have submitted, it givee me no pleasing aenaation. But in the wne 
~t ul then truated, and now trust, of duty to my God and my country, wben I saw naked 
before my eyes, in a land of &eedmn, masonry triumJ)bing over the laws of the land, I eon· 
eidered it my duty to burst her ehaeldes, and declare that this book (Light on Maaonry) may 
p forth to the world with my teetimony to its truth. I declare in the presence of thi.t audience, 
that substantially true are tlie diecloeuree of &ee.muonry, aa found m Elder Bernard's book. 
I aak not your sympathy for submitting to the ceremoniee of initiation~ duped into 
daem. I ask not your sympathy because '1 have broken my allegiance to the institution. No, 
sir, I look upon that act aa one of the proudest of my life. 

What claim have they upon me or othen, when they have set at nought the laws of God 
and of man 1 Y ~ sir, uncfer frand and deception did they eall me into her embrace; and 
when ealety ))m~Utted, I broke forth. It ill true, sir, when she held out to me that the 
truths of Revelation would be better understood through masonry, I ought not to have ~ 
duped by it. Did the author of ReYelation indict piM8geS which could only be expounded JD 
the ~room, with a tyler at the door filclling from the pockets of them that wOuld learn 1 
No, m, I should have Imown better ; but she -holds forth to allure na great earthly beoefil& 
She tells na of teaching geometry, the arts and the llcieneee. She recompenses, and more than 
reeompenaea, what she Uke for Initiation. But look at the book-looi upon the d~ 
ete_ps which her rulee eompe~u to take. Where ill her llcience 1 Her llcience consisiB m 
tellmg the candidates that M• means Mtrnlfll. ' 

I a8k, tJ~en, upon the _ground of fraud and deception, can she claim me, and bind me down to 
her bloodr altaR, when under the basest of impositions, she made me swear allegiance to her7 
No, sir. Does she not inculcate duties diameiricelly opposed to our dutiee to government? 
She haa no rightful claim upon me to conceal the crime of a master mason, murder,and t.reaaOn 
only excepted; or left. to my own election. But when she-carrieeher demands etill further, and 
when the lland of a brother ill imbued in the blood of some ,:Wzen, and she requires conceelment, 
without exception of murder or treason, it would be treason to my country, if I should su~ 
and uphold her. I have broken away from her: it was not done in a spuit of madn818 and 
rev~ I declared my conviction while her followers were aaaembled around. me, befo~ _l 
proclauned them to the world. I asked them to send back their charter, and to become free Citi
zens of a free land. These J110poeals were met only by expressions of insult and looks 
of vengeance. I still followed her with kindness in the public prints, and asked her follow· 
ers to examine the principles on which s1le was built; supposing there might be BODle who 
yet bad the candour to look at her real character; and l am happy to say there were those who· 
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did so. I simJilY aaked them to consider, when accused bv her enemies of ooneea1ina: t.reaiiOD 
and murder, whether in the hour when her temple should ~ and bury her in ruins, dley could 
devise the meawJ of escape. Did she return this spirit of kindness? No, air; for this simple 
demand, was I hunted down and persecuted. Such~ conceiVe to be the diiFerence of her apuit 
from that of. anti-masonry i for men who had called me friend-those whom I had reason to 
believe respected me, turnea my bitterest foes. I say, then, can an institution which leads her 
members into such aeta, whoee spirit is that of cruelty and revenge, be worthy of our respect 
and allegiance 1 -

It is true, that the book of which William Morgan is styled the author in the report just 
read, and which he sealed with his btood,-1 say, it is so, that the truth of that boo![ was de
nied in the same community and ~the same eitazeDS, who had seen Morgan dragged from hia 
home, never to return, for publishioll: that book. The same citizens who had seen his widow 
and orphans let\ depmdant, for no oiher object (as they testified themselves, to the court, while 
pleading guilty of the abduction of Morgan,) than that of preventing him from revealing the 
secrets of free..masons-thoee same citizens declare that same book is not masonry I ~ then, 
she will teach her members to deny the truth, wh~n there are auch convincing proofs, will she • 
not teach them to deny it in every instance 1 But I ask, air, in what spirit, and in what man
ner doe.s she deny the revelations as they now stand before the world 1 Do they deny, like in
nocent men 1 Do her followers, like the followers of truth, take the same measures and COUJ'IIO 
that others take,_ to dispel calumny and abuse on their institution 1 Has she ever met it in the 
face of day 1 Has she ever been willing to meet and canv&88 the subjects of the revelation 1 
No, air; she has for ever shrunk back into her dark caverns, for the purpose of exciting and 
coneerting new vengeance and new methods of calumny, to atop the mouths of her oppoeers. 
She has lieard, in open court, of the truth of the discloaurea : evidence has been introduced to 
show that they were true. Free-masons of high atand.ing:-men high in life, and in the com
munity-have stood by and heard witnesses swear to it. If falae, why not come forward and 
so swear. If this was a lie, if the book is a calumny, I ask why do they not, at such time, and 
on such an oceasion1 prove it to be so 1 Men adhering to the institution, men who believe 
their masonic oaths oinding, have been called under sucli cireumataoces: they have then ap
peared: the question has been put to them, Ia that book substantially true 1 What was the&r 
answer1-was it No? No, air: it was a refusal to testify at all, even when subjected to heavy 
fine and imprisonment for not testifting. Such is the ch8racter of the proof on one aide: anil 
we, who bave discarded her, stand i:eady to meet them at any time-we arc ready to declare , 
the truth of the proposition; but she dare not meet inquiry, controlling as she supposes public 
opinion, and grasping as she does, to withhold all methodS of communication frolli the public 
eye. She suppoSed that she could silently trample us down, and all our opposition; but the 
bOok has gone forth to the world, and has been testified to, by many, and it has not been de
nied in anr such full and _l)ublic manner as to excite a doubt. Where any dispute has ari,ten, 
it has not been denied. When met, and called upon to prove it false, she stands, and inust 
stand, convicted. It has been here said, in some remarks which have been made, that the pe
nalty of her oaths were never calculated ID be enforced.· I will detain you but a few moments 
on this point. For if there should be any doubt, in addition to the convincing proof which has 
been offered here, and which no man can deny, who will open his eyes and examine it, at\er 
the convincing proofil which silenced the author of the revelAtion of the three firat degrees, I 
will make two or three remarks on the degree ref\moed to by the gentleman from PeiiJI!IYfvania; 
premising, that in every stage, the candidate is required to swear, that he will abide by all the 
ancient uaages of the society. This degree was choeen, and put into their books; and is in all 
their books, for the purpose of telling the manner of execution. It was founded on the death 
of a traitor, a man who, from the nature and tendency of the degree, having told masonic se
crets, and knowing the pinalty that awaited IWn, bad lied; and Solomon had despatched 
meaaengers to bring him back; but they, in their zeal to execute the penalty, had not waited 
till he was brought before king Solomon, to receive sentence, but gave the fatal blow in the 
cavern w~re he was found. Solomon. is represented, at first, as being a little displeased; but 
after informing them that they must have orders from Jerusalem, the aaaasains are made the 
first men of the degree, and are exalted to its highest honours. It must be referred to Jerusa
lem. This is explAnatory of the remarks of the gentleman from New-York, when remar~ 
about Morgan confined in Fort Niagara. After the sentlemen had met and consulted on hii 
murder, and concluded they could not do it that rught, they told him, that they must go to 
Jerusalem, that in this degree they were togo to Jerusalem for the executioner. · 

But the time of the convention has been sWiicierttly spent upon this subject, though an im
portant one-the comer-stone upon which is built anti-masonry. For if these obligations be 
not true, what interest has anti-masonry to oppose them 1 It 18 now four years since some of 
the facts in this ease have been before the worfd; and almost three years, have the remainder 
been known. This institution has been arraigned at the bar of public opinion, and why does 
she not answer? She cannot; she dare not: Jet her stand, then, convicted. And what an 
interest hal this convention, what a high and deep interest has all this community, and the 
land, if these Oaths are true! I ask, then, as free citizens-as people jealous of your liberties, 
to look at Elder Bernard's Light on Masonry: niad there in .aese degreP.s, the foul conspiracy 
which she may conceive in her dark caverns, when no eye can be up<m her, when no arm can 
inftict the penalty. I say, then, .aci as becomes Cree men-as the disciples of thqse who, in 
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yonder building, pledged their lives, their furtUDel, and their sacred honoUr, in defence of that 
inBU'ument. 

Ma. Sunws.-Mr. President, before this report is adopted, I shall trouble you for a few 
minutes, in stating the reuona which induce me to vote for ita ado})tion. I oonsider this the 
most important report to come before this oonvention, or upon whiCh we shall be called to act. 
It embraces the whole foundation upon which the superetructure of anti-masonry hu been 
built, and is to stand, so long u it shall stand. If the report, with regard to these disclosures, 
ia true, then we need not call on any man, and ask him whether masonry is to be justified or 
not 1 For I ventUJe to say, all that is nece.ary in an intelligent oommunity, is, to present to 
disinterested men, this proof. If this proof be unsU!Ipected7 and beyond refuta.tion-nd the 
obligMiona herein disclOsed, contain the spirit and the ~mples of the masonic institution, the 
great and only difficulty which we have to encounter, 18 in oonvincing and persuading men to 
believe that these diecloeures are true. 

I propose, then, briellf to enquire into the testimony before this oonvention-to enquire 
whether that testimony, if taken according to the et.rictest rules of evidence, according to the 
principl~ of the oommon law7 is sufficient to authorise this body, grnely to pass a verdict in 
favour of the report, 8lld agamst the institution which it implicates. 

I am aware tliat this discussion will be dry, though I promise it shall be short. . It will be 
dry, because it will not be addressed to the fancy or feellilgB, but to the judgment, of the triers' 
of this important question. · 

What then, sir, IS the question which we are called on to decide? An institution which 
extends over the civilized world, embracing men of every r8llk, both in office and out of offiee-, 
those of hie:h intellectual endowments, and apparently of fair character-this institution is• 
accused before the tribunal of the people of this oountry,-of being bound together, by the con· 
stitution which is developed in Elaer "Bernard's revelations of free-masonry. Now I admit, 
that this charge is a high and 8ll important one-one that deeply imJ>licates the institution-· 
and I am candid eno~h to say that it deeplf implicates the integrity, honesty, and moral feel· 
lng of men high in life, high in the estimation Of the people ; and those whom I have been 
taught to respect-those whom I should be sorry to believe thus implicated ; and unless iJn.. 
pelfed to the Jrreaistible eonclusion, that they are thus bound together, let us reject this repor~ 
nor cast upon these men the imputations which it eontains. 

Now1 what are the rules of eVJdence1 with regard to the decision, which ought to follow from 
the testimony 1 When high crim4:B Mil misdemeanors are charged upon an institution-and in 
the further discusAion, I will eonsider the institution, Md not indiviauals1 as placed on trial
when high crimes are charged upon 8ll institution or 8ll individual, I admit, sir, that slight evi· 
dence, rumour, euspicion, suspected testimony or oontradictory evidence, should not lie suffi. 
cient to award a verdict of gw.lty. For unleBB the testimony is so clear, as to remove from the 
mind of all who try the case, every shadow of reasonable doubt, however strongly we may 
8118pect, let us not solemnly oondemn-let us pause upon these principles, let us examine the 
tesUmony now before the convention 8lld the public, 8lld from which last tribunal, upon this 
earth, there is no appeal. • . 

In the first place ihere is direct testimony-Blld all testimony is of two kinds, circumstantial 
or positive-either of which, if clear1 is sufficient to eondemn-we have the direct testimony 
of witnesses who are themselves seceding masons, to the number of about a dozen, who are 
now in this eonventioJt, 8lld who testify directly to the truth of these revelations • and the 
public have the testimony offrom five hundred to some tholl88llds, throughout the Union, who 
testify to the same fact. 

Now, this testimony, if unimJ18ached, either ftom contradictory testimony,.or the nature of 
their oWn· evidence, would be sulllcient, in all human judgment, to make out the case in favour 
of oondemnation; for by the mouth of two or three witnesses (that is uncontradicted, I take 
it for granted) every thing is established. 

fadmit, and I propose to treat them with candour, I admit that there are objections made to 
this direct evidence, which at first blush Btrike the mind of the public, 8lld of those who inves
tigate, as being hard to get over. The objections are contained in the nature of the testimony 
itself; 8lld this arises from the intrinsic facts which they disclose. 
· In the first place, the fraternity allege, that the witnesses are ptJf'ficipe1 criminit-that the 

parties in this transaction are involved in the guilt of this institution, and that, therefore, they 
are to be viewed with suspicion-they say, that from the nature of their disclosures, they show 
that they are willing to commit perjury ; because the fact of making the disclosures is a viola· 
tion of what they admit to be a solemn oath. Here, therefore, and in order that I may oot 
misrepresent the position thus taken, I beg leave to read from a paper, the argument, not of 
men who have argued this case in the bar-1'90m, or of illiterate men who have not judicial rules, 
but the reasoning of a learned judge, who now sit& upon the bench-who is presumed to be, 

· and in fact is, a leanied mM, the honourable Charles Shaler1 of the western district of Pennsyl· 
vania-in the following words : "It is, however, alledged that masons are false pretenders to 
?tues that they never exercise ; and that the disclosures of certain members of the! fraternity, 
evince a set of principles at war with the duties that every citizen owes to his country and gov· 
crnment. Itisnardly now neees'sarv to inquire, what share of confidence is to be given to thoSe 
who, in making disclosures, admit that they are ready to break through every obligation. of 
~on our, and every moral• sanction, for the purpose of attaining their object.. It is tht fashwn 
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of'lhe ti1ll6l to} COllAdo m the fai&hleR, and do abundant honour to him wllo breab ~ tho.e 
reatraintl that were once held sacred. by the community. It is the pecaliar telicity ot our oppo
nents, that they mark their comP.Uiiolilhip with infanly, and deduce their elaimS to conidence 
from the drep of corruption aDd depthe of prostitution." Here, sir, and I treat it~ 
fully-here 1.1 the argument on the part of the defence, for impeaching all the direct testimony 
whfeh can be brought to bear againat this institution. · • 

Let us now analyse it for ll moment, and see how far it ill correct. The le~m~ed iw:Jn aya, 
they a.dmi&, thllt in making the dieclomrea, they llre ~to brellk through every- Oblip\lon of 
honour, and every moral sanction. Here, in tlie lim plaee, ia ll talse assumption in point of 
arguu~ent llnd taet. These witnesses do not admit tbat they violate the rUles of honour or 
moralitY- in breaking their obligv.tions. Let us look llt their oaths, and see iftheylldmit it. ThOle 
oaths, if true, cliacl01e ll scene ot iniquity, whie!) no one ean vindicate. Admitting that his 
honour had taken such an oath u those diSclosed, would he be bound in mOflllity to keep It 1 If 
not, then they do not lldmit that they vio!llte any moral obli£ati0118 by their disclosures. 
Where did the judge learn his rules of llonour and morals 1 Diil he learn t.ham in books of 
ethics ; ftom wntera on moral ~0110phy; or from the Bible 1 Aa ll juriat he knowa thu 
no mali is bound bJ: an extra-jUdieW. oath--es ll moralist, he ought to Jmow1 thllt no man is 
~ by an oath which eonfticts with the laws of his county. A diahonourable oath has no 
bindin_g foroe with hoJ~ourable minds. · 

If hiS honour has learned his rules from any systam of moralitf., it must be such u is sane>
tioned m ll den of midnight robbers, where, to coneeel their gnilt, they deem it n~ to 
preserve secrecy through fmballowed obligations. If he has imbibed them in any eehool of 
honour, he must hllve learned them there ; and there ia no honour whieh ia forfeited by surh 
diacl081ll'et, unless it be thllt honour whieh ia said to exist among thieves. Thus we see thllt 
seceding muons did not violllte.My rules of honour or morals, when they ~liahed the secrets 
of free.muonry to the world. And there ia nothinlt in the neture of the dieclosuree themselves 
to impeach theu motivea as to what they lldmit by tlieir dillclosurea. Then the judge assumed a 
mist.Ue in his argwnent, when he said1 they aduiit that they hllve violated these iules. There 
ap~ears to be more force in the other clause of the objection. 

These wi.tnesaea WI!J'e llt one time partakers in the crimes of the institUtion, and they have 
now come forward and home testimony a.,oainst it. Now I h_«?ld1 that whenever (indeJI!elldent 
of the Ollths,) the parties have been associated in iniii,Uity, a aiaelosure of that iniquity by one 
or two men under circumstances which eauae a suapicton of their motivea, unless corroborllting 
eireurnatanees go to strengt.hen their testimony and put it beyond doubt, such evidence ought to 
be received with Cllution an.d weighed with some acruples of allowance. 

I will pve them the full beqefit of this rule. I woUld consider the institution on trial befilre 
the tribuilal of the public for life Md dellth--&11 the sympathies ot our nllture exereiaed in its 
fa.vour; llDdstill, unless our judgmcnt.fa.il us, suftieient testimony exists to prodaee conviction. 
Then, admitting that there ts some shadow of doubt upon all the testimony of eeeedenr, how
ever hilth their Character might have been before, let us see bow it ia corrobOrated. If~ 
fioom tlie mouth of one or two witnesses only, it would be doubted • if earning from Morgan 
only, it would be Ill~ down, and that wouid be an end of it. · Not one in a. million would 
have believed it, if oonflned to thllt book; but if two or three witnesaea only confirmed it, it. 
would justly have some weight; but when you find a host of hundreds of WJtneues, commg 
forwaril to Corroborate eaeh other, in ditrerent sections of the country, with regard to these in· 
stitutions, so oomplieated Md varied in their penalties, Md all such wil!beues agreeinr; with 
each other, who can fa.il to believe 1 Bnt it is said, the eharacter of these men is not good; for 
we hllve hellrd it asserted, Md it is so asserted, bet'ore the bar of the people. . · 

I have no doubt, that llMODg lieceding masons, where they have inCreaSed toll great number, 
as in all classes, there ue some whose eha:raeter is not the first in BOeiety. But when did the 
great rnas8, the great number of these witnesses acquire their bad character? When investi
gating a ease oft.his kind, it iS nece881lry to enquire how, and when, and by whom, this waa 
brougllt about, and whether it has been got up within these few months put. ~ ~ up 
to the date of their secession, it ia not pretended, were bRd rharacter& But we have ll rigtit 
to inquire, up to that time only. Then they were the honoured members of the institution of 
a virtuous fril.ternity, accortling to the a.cewied's own statement. Up to the time when they 
first pve evidence, the masons cannot imJ)O!lCh their credit, .beeauee ~e ybole .frat.emity en
doreecl their eharaeter, aild the who\e fioatemtty were reeponsible for the1r mtegnty, up to the 
date of such aeeesaion. No mason dare ay, in ll muon's filce, that these men were not credit
able U.P to that time. Then their eharaeter ia 8118taio.ed, by masons themselves, up to the time 
o(-theu \estify::f.; and it ia unimportant what their charaCters may have become since, or by 
whom bbu:ken • ieh .. _. th •-'-•--' . ( Whllt are jhe eireumstaa~ now, Wb corro .......... e ese ..... ...,.. wttneaaes! to use rna-

~~ dlllt the .J!IIP!bers of the institution llre bound together, !?1 oaths, to eecreey, 
under the moat h~ ~ea, JftSen~ death in J!ll ita 111011t llPJI!I'llillg forms· notbirig 
short of death • there m no gr<Mie, all llre Ill ike, and all directed to tho diadosures. How doei 
this corroboraie the direct eVidence t In ~~y-in that secJ'8Cy-eecrecy ~ the~ bout, 
and distinguishing eharaeteriatie of the institution, whether~ or bed. It 1.1 thllt which hU 
hed the public llttention upon it heretofore, . more than any other known quali&ft>r llttribu'-
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·of~ 'm.titutioa. One of their IDOIIt le.mecJ lecturer-. Mr. B~ w~ deliverect a lectu! 
in 1815, a&Uea, "&ha1 .ecrecy is a Yirlue, &ha1 it wu taught in the lodges u a ~-u 
f.llUCht eft'~. Ia it not BD7 is DOt muoaie eeerecy aclmowleclged as a~~ 
The -' t&UliJi£man keeps this one~ him, and he DeYer telJs this one &biJJg-mil 
drunk, or crazy, 'he never t~oes he &ilk in Dis sleep 7 it is not ab9ut Jllii.->DI')'· Bn'Qe hil 
in his want.-tempt him in his pleasures, but he nner ttU.." 

8eerec:y ill one ol &he boiJated Charad.eristics and Yirtuea taught in the institution. But hln 
is it, that. the nature of man is thus clwJged 7 Take men as ~.;e Conned, and eommlllliral 
a secm,-.nd ~them DOt to disclose it,onlycreatell ani · to tell it to the next~ 
bour1• ~ a like inJunction. Ira secret be entnmed to a large number of men, enn thoU!i 
the aiaclo.ure is ~with death in ita ordinary aha~ let it be cireu1ated lliDODg a gm 
number of men, and there never was a ~- but or the lodge, in which it was not dilclmli 
The common meana of enforcing ~. 18 not aufficient: while in this cue, the YfJtY di 
clo.urea show the molt. etrectual teaehin£ or eecrecy, that human ingenuitJ: and hwnan poW! 
could inYeDt; mr it is am to be puniaheil trivially, but with death. And this corrobora~e~lh 
very filet or the nature or their lleCI1lefr and ahowa that. the testimony Which they haYII giliJI 
goea to tally with their conduct in thiS 1natitution. 

Are there any other eireuDI8taneea whicli corroborate the truth of these diacloBurea 7 I J* 
over the ma:J:,:P~ --uc exeeutiona, and the allepi execution or Pritclwd, lliCi lh 
author or 1 · iaDd Boaz, fur ~ fiu:t8 mi,dit be ~uted; and come to the fila, which • 
aU !mow, and no one doubta--dle cue or william Morgan, who did diaclOM their eecrell, 111 
who was exec:Wed by men known to belong to this brotherhood, and of the ~ 10 exec~~ 
this penalti. I do not say, that if it had not been for theee disclosures, the mere eKeeutiou 
Willlam 1\rl~ by ma&OII8, would prove aucli execution to be J11Clu.ired or authorized ~ 
~· S~ thus, it might have been· nothing more than the execution or Morgan ~ 
iDdividiiala who happenecl to be maaona, and be pa.!lllild by as an ordinary murder. But ria 
you take theee diai-Io.urea, and ahow that. they tlius exact death, and in purBIIIIDC8 of thele tfi!. 
closures, aucli death was infficted by just ~ penons as their lawa wOuld appoint executm 
en, what eandid mind is ther&-wfuit impartial inan exiata-what man who 18 not dete!lllillll 
to abut his eyes to truth and light, whether right or wrong-what inan is there, I appeal It 
you, in th!' country, who would say that. this is not strong ccinoborafing teatimonyoftlieii'UII or theee diaclo.urea7 

But what. further do these discl01111re11 ~ to ahow 7 They go to ahow that it is a part ci~ 
duty of muons to aid eacli other in theu busineaa, and power, and in exalting them to hiP 
~':ill not travel out or the record, but treat it fairly. What Ia~ now? "It~ 
men or rank, wealth, &lice, and talent, in power lind out or power, and that in almoet e~ 
place where power is or importance; and it compriaea .. among other cl..- or the oommunzty, 
to the lotout, In large numDan, etrective men, UDlled together, and capable orbein.rdirectedli! 
the effilrta of others, so u to bave the force qf concm~Arwgl &M riftlutd .,orll."-So ea)l 
their orator Brainard. · . 

And are there no circurnatancea, independent of these, to corroborate 7 Look around I 
though but one hundred thousand of the people or theae United Statu are fre&-111880111, Jll 
almoitt all the o&lcea of high profit and higli honour are tilled with gentlemen of that inalitutilll. 
Out or the number or law juilgea in the state ofP~lvania, eigliteen-twentielha are~; 
and twenty-two out of twenty-four 111.at.ea of the Union, are now governed by JIIIIIOIIIC dlill 
~I.e&. Although not a twentieth part of the voters of this commonwealth, and ci Ill 
Uruted StatN, are muons, yet they have contrived, by concert, to put themselvea illiO ejpteal 
out of twenty of the offices of profit and ~wer. I dety contradiction to this statement. 

When thiS is 110, is it becauae the uniwtiated are not fit for office; or is it becall80 thole priJo 
ciplea whicli have been disclosed are ~tly acted upon 7 ~nd if the latter, is it not a~ 
corrobOration or the direct testimony or~ muons 7 

Now, what is the COIIIIeqUe!J.ce regularly dedUced from thisataternentoffilets andaJtOII!SIIII 
I say that every man who had' arrived at the higher degrees of masonry and who ~tly UD
d~ tho principles, and appro-v:ed of them, and adhered to them a't the time Of, Morgan~ 
execution-1 •y, all those or t.lie higher degrees, were accomplicea bewre the filet, m the n»o 
sonic execution or William Morgan. I am aatiafi.ed that IDOIII. muona know nothing about Ill 
principles or the inatitution; that they !mow nothing of the ultimate deaiaDs and vile ~pill 
held by the leaders of the order. Tllerefore &hat number would not be linplieated. 'But f Bll 
~ that it fiilla t6 the lot or man to belie-and, air, I am aorry Cor the 88ke or tboiJe 1l'hool 
I respect,. that it is a n~ co~~~~equenee, from the proof' emlnced in this repon-thal lil 
~ who knew the principles and adJiered to them, at. that. time, were implicated u IICCelll' 
nee before the fact. 
. I P. ~. and ay, that ~ .Iince that time, who adhere to the inatitution, and ~ 
1t.11 pn~ea, at.tempt to IIUitain 1t-we must say and bf!ieve. ~~n~>p.cceaaariea, after the fad, II 
tllat blooily deed. .. . 

What are the further conaequencea 1 If th• disc101111re11 are true, then men that we han 
IJeen accllltomed to listen to, U the oracles or God j WaO haTe been ICCIJ8tomed &Gill dar to 
~,and from~ to year1 to .-bl.e around the &able of the Lold, cannot be coaliclereil.l 
-1 adhere to tlli8 illllatubna, and uphold it, fit subjeCts for the coaununioa, Uld iJr ollee; ill 
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it theae ~ are true, if aiJeh ~ are ~ in the lodge, u &he horrid ~~CeDe ot P.t'fl" 
tending to 1meel u &he ee~ ot our Saviour, raising him &om the grave, and pointing 
him out u .-~~ding to the hea't'ell8 ; epeekiug from the burning bush, and repreeent.inlt. in 
mol1alllhape, &he cliiarader and voice ot that God, whoee voice riiade the mountains tremole ; 
If theee aete exist, u the evideoce ehews, in my estimation they are more presumptuous than 
any tbiolt which a Christian could endure. Pagans would bhiah at them, and coneign 11\K'.h 
men to sliame for ever. S!ight and trivial, compared with such. heaven. braving acts, was the 
daring blasphemy:t '!'bich fixed the eternal vulture on the living vitale of the Pagan malefactor. 

Can it b8 that Ulia peoP-(e, and thi8 community, will not examine, will not eall out with one 
ananimoue ~uirf.t whelher theee thinge are 110? Let them hold out &he hand of tello~ 
to all thoee whO ww repent, and re~ · and exclude with a IIOITOWful, but determined force, 
6om all places at power, thoee who ;tiil belong to the institution; and put them out from all 
COIIIIDUDIOD with the holy and the good. 

The report ·.was ado~. 
Friday, 17Cl Sept. 1&30. 
The Convention met ~nt to adjournment. Prayer b)' the Rev. Ma. Moaa&, of N. ]. · 
Ma. W ..a.ao, at New-Yorlt, from the committee of~ mason., asked leave to be dia-

ebarged from the duty of ~ their report, on the ground ihat there wae not time during 
&he aeaion to make i1 sWiiciently satiaW:tory and perfect. After 110me diacussion, the motion 
waa withdrawn. · 
· Ma. AaM8Taoxo, from the Committee, then again submitted &he report, amended 110 u to 

embrace the tbllowi3 .~ from the "~uisitions to make a good ma.son" in the "Philo
IOphieal ~of IUiighte A.depte of the Eagle or Sun:"-" Betiold,. my dear brother, what 
JOU must lidit ~and .destroy, before you can come to the knowledge of the true £0011 and 
aovereign fiappmea! Behold thi8 monster which you mutt conquer; a serpent whiCh we de· 
test as an idol,- that is adored by the idiot and the vUlear under the name of RzuoJox." · · 

[The whole ·or the requisition from which the preeeiling passage is taken1 is as follow11. "You 
muat shake oft' the yoke of infimt prejudice eonceming the myeteries of tile reigning reliJion ; 
'Which wonbip hal been imaginary, and only founded on the apirit of pride; whieli enVIes to 
COIIUIIIU1d and be diltinguiahed, and to be at the head of &he vulgar ; m a.ft'eeting an exterior 
purity ; which eharaeterizes a flllee pJety; joined to aAeaire of acquiring that whiCh is no& 
118 own, and is always the subject at this exterior pride, ancl unalterable 110uroe of many dii!Or· 
dere ; which, being joined to gluttonneaa, is the daughter of h)110Crisy, and employe every 
matter to ~ Cli.nial ~ and raiees to these predominant paenons, altars upon which 
abe maintains, ·without ceasing, the light of iniquityJ.. and eacrificee continually offerings to 
luxury, voluptl101llllle88, hatred, envy, and perjury. ueliold, my dear brother, what yon must 
~t against, and destroy, before you can come to the knowledge of the true ~and eovereign 
hap~! Behold thiS monster, which you muet conquer·; a eerpent whtch we detest ae an 
idOl; thu is adored~ the idiot and the Vulgar, under the bame ar-Rn•o•ox.") 
· M.a. Bntuao said; that agreeably to the 1'6110lution, the eeceding masons could not certify 
to the truth of any obligation of masonry of which they did not JlOfllle8l! a ·periiOnal know• 
ledge. Now, althOugh lie had received the moet indubitable testimony of ibe accuracy of the 
paasage or obligation reported by the ebairman of the committee, none of the eecedin( masons 
eomposing that committee per110ilally knew ita truth. They could not, therefore, certify it. 

On motion at Ma. HoPIUifs, at New-Yorlt, the report with thi8 amendmen~ wu now 
again recommitted, with instructions to the committee to make it perfect, when ume should 
permit after the adjournment, and to report to t11e publie. [See the resolution in the Journal.] 

Ma. Iamx, of Pe~lvania, from tlie committee appointed to consider and report the efl'eet 
and bearing of the obligations and ties of masonry ·on the commeree and revenue or the 
United States, moYed, in consequence of the want of time, that the committee be diechar~ 
from the ti1rther COflSideration of the subject. The motion was carried. 

Ma. SL.UI~ of Vermont, from the commi1tee to whom the report on the nomination of anti· 
masonie eandidates for Preeident and Vice Preeident was recornmitted,•submitted the same 
report, in a more condeneed form. The report concluded with the following 1'6110lution : 

Ruolfled, That it is recommended to the JlflOple of the United States, opposed to secret 
IIOCieties. to meet in Convention on Monday, the twenty-sixth day of September, 1831, at the 
city of Baltimore, by delegates equal in nlliUber to their repreeen£atives in both houees of con~ 
·greas, with power to make noDrinationa of suitable candidates for the offices of President and 
Vice President, to be supported at the naxt election : aiid filr the transaction of sucll othet 
busineu as the cauee of ·aoti-111&80JI!Y may require. . . 

Ma. Duna, at Michiaan, said he was op.J-!ld to the word" power." Many of our con· 
at.itueate were in filvour of an immediate nom111ation. He wilihed the words, "fur the purpose 
of "~•" to be ineerted inetead of the worde "with potDft' eo JIOIIdMCe." He mOved 
~tanwmdmenL . 

Ma. SL.Uia, ot V ennoat, said thU thi8 conftlltion had no "~er" to extend to other cion
ventions: much lea could 1t ~ oWigaHou. lllltnlCtion to delegates waa, where it alway. 
llhould be, in the haDde ot the ~ 

Ma. HoLUY, of New-Y orli, aaid thu we oupt to adopt no dictatorial style. The spirit 
..., .. the llllllle-it amounted to the ame thiJit. It was not courteoul, howeTer, to eeem to 
make k obligatory. We had no power to do eo. Other thinp wen to be conaidered for · 

: . 
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·the benellt of .anti~nry{~ it ~u not diecreot for this CODnntion to ay what motll 
ahou1d do. 

Ma. M.nw.a!,_of New-York, was in favour of giving the "power" but not of im~ 
the obligation. we mlcht pass what resolves we pleiiaed ; we coWd not make them oblif 
tol"}' on another convenuon. 

Ma. Duna, of Michigan, said th~ was already in the ~y, a j~ouay of predileetMI 
·for old parties. Nothiug would satiaty our CODStituenw but beingezpllcit. rt was welltno, 
that manr anti-- had prefereneee in favour of the other c:aDdidatell; and caodidaJ 
purely anti-masonic were necessary to keep the party from acattering. · 

Ma. ToDD, of Pennaylvania, moved, that the resolution be amencfed by &triking out aD t1 
part giving instructions or directions at alL This motion was considered as for an amenciJnl 

·to an amendment. 
He said that from the part he had taken in the cause, no one would doubt his devotion 

the principlee, or his ardent deaire, for the final BUCCe8ll of the party. He t.ho~t that a~ 
didate ehGuld then be DOmiaated, but he was opposed to any d1o.:tation to anotliilr convenlil 
which the people, and not we, were to cbooae. Tn the people, and the people alone, reeted 1 

.·right of instruction. He was a republican, and believeil tliat the representative wu bound I 
the Itnown will of his constituents. Why then, DOt recommend a convention1 and let t 
peoj>IO give those whom they may send, the ne~ instructions 7 Evenw midlt transp 
wh1eh would alter the politiCal aspect of aft'airs. No one could tell what woUld grow o 
of tho coming elections, in New-York, Pennaylvania, and the Western States. Let this co 
vention, however, determine as it might, he would acquiesce in its decision. But he kne 
that his conatituenw were in favour of no instructions to them from any conventi011. Tl 
right they reserved to themselves, and would never aurrender it. Let thi8 convention rtltl 
to the pt!Ople, without assuming a power of instruction, of right belOnPlg to their coostit 
enta. The new convention he believed, without detracting at all fioln ihe merits of lh 
would be equally competent to carry into execution the people's will ; it would come fnl 
from their rankS, and could act under instructions on this very subject. Let ue, then, R001 
mend that a convention assemble at Baltimore, to consult and deliberate upon the great iot.t 
ests of anti-masonry, and let the people instruct iw members what to do. ; 

Ma. TuaT, of Connecticut, said he understood the resolution differently. He agreed~ 
the gentleman from Pennaylvaoiainhis principlee, but thought that they did not apply to lhe ~ 

Ma. ST&V&Na, of Pennsylvania, was oppoled to the ftDlendment. He lhougJillt wouldJI 
an extinguisher upon the party. It had been said that wo have ainiater objeeta in view. Tbl 
amendment would strengthen the suspicions. He thought there was lllOI'e meant than ml 

theMeyeJ. ..., .P 1 · "d · h' · • ha ·---' · "''-- · a. awur, uo ennay varna, 11a1 It was not IS mtenuon to ve en..,..,.. mto a ......,QSSIO 

but he wu under ohli&ation to do so. He was fully sensible of his own feeble energies, ID 
that it would be mucli more becoming for the youngest member of the convention to 1e1 
.instruction and imbibe wisdom, by listening to the venerable gentlemen who aurrounded hill 
than to ofter views of his own. I am fully sensible, too, be continued, that the time of ' 
convention is precious, but I am .forced mto this discu.ssiora by the obligatiolll which I .ll 
under, to express the sentiments of anti-masonry in tl1at aection Of the country where I resid 

I hold. in. my hand a )lllper, embracing resolutions passed at a meeting in Pittsburg, ~ 
15th, 1830. This meeting was represented as being the largest anti-maaonic meeting ut 
hold in that section of the country. As a delegate to this convention from that aecl.ioo Of ~ 
country I feel it my duty to read these resolutions. The resolutions puaed at dlat meeua 
enjoin:J on the delegates, the duty of carrying these resolutions into eft'eet under these circuli 
stances. (The President here informed the gentleman that it would be out of order to re1 
the resoluuona of any meeting, except that by which the gentleman was appointed; but ~ 
.was flt liberty to proCeed witli his remarks.) 

I bell: le11ve to rilake a ata!emeot respecting public sentiment . in that part o{ the counll'l 
From the time anti-maaanry first appeared in Western Pennsylvania, I have a.saociated and COl 
~nded with the friends of tlie cause ; and without pretending to infallible accuracy, 
believe I have ascertained the wishes and 1entimenw of that part of i.he country which I rejltf 
aenL That pc>pulous countrv, composing the congreaaional aistrict, at present represented b 
my worthy e01lea4tue, in the earty part ofthia buaineaa decliued publiclyt that lhey would sh01 

by their words ana their actions, tllat their purpoees were poliucal, and that they were dele! 
mined to exercise the elective franchise. When, sir, it wu urged by our opponenll!, and U1 
.cb~ :a'88 brought forward, that we were trying to make our objections to the order bear. 01 
.poliuee, we met i.hem at the threehhold, and allowed that we wislied to a~ a poliiiGI 
purpoee. But that we elaimed for iw .upport the ~tion of all good men, and theiOYeno 
theu country. The arts of disputatious politicians were lost; they endeavoured to raise a tJ] 
about peneeution, and excite public sympathy, but i~ wu in vain; nothina: could draw tbl 
,honest yeomanry from the stand which they had taken. They were for applying a co~ff 
to the ev.il at once. A guestion so important as th1a is not to tie~ over lightly, or"'"""ll 
on but.ily. We have m-saed subject. of 1- moment, and on which we have iliade up~ 
mind& [Here the speaker was called to order by a gentleman A-om MllllallhUBetU. w .. 
moved the ~vioua q..UOn. He wu, however, IDfoniled by the Preeideu&, that the gen*r:d 
1111111 who Jiiul the ftooio wu perfecl4r in onlw and at liberty to proceed.] The ipeabr reiWJI 
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Now ( believe it to be a duty which waa expressly enjoined on me by my conatituente ; and 
although I am the younceet member of thia convention, and altholl$1i the gentleman opposite 
may not wish to hear me talk, I shall take the liberty. I was gomg on to say, when I wu 
interrupted, that nothing could draw the people from the stand which they had taken. No, 
air, they could not be provoked, and woulcf not be coaxed to persecute. To the fraternity they 
said; if you choose to be rulers m a aeeret government, you shall not rule over us. Our .repul)
liean institutions shall be open to the worfd. But your leJI:ialation, and the execution of your 
laws, ia hidden in midnight darkness. We hold the conclaves of the lodge, and secret bOdies 
of men, as bad schools to learn political integrity ; but as it is the only corrective they intended 
to use, they wished to apply it to the fullest extent. They are therefQre anxious that tbe 
United States may take a decided stand in favor of political anti-masonry. The hue and cry 
has been raised, it will be raised l\g1Wl1 that we are in favour of proscription. But the ~ 
scarce had any etrect, except on the timid and uninformed-it is said now to atreet them. The 
people will understand tliat they have as good a right to withhold their autfrages from one 
clasa of men as from another. They woula not sanction the proscription of monarchists or 
aristoerata ; but if they ask for office, the people will not trust them with political power ; 
and in so doing thl)l' would act w.l!iely; and &0 1t is with regard to selfish and lill-grasping ~ 
masonry. Now, Mr. President, •though it is my opinion that· it is the wiali of the anti
masonic party generally throughout the United States, and I believe it to be the wish particu· 
larly of anti-masons . iJl Western Peunaylvania, that thia convention should nominate can
didates, and I lately indulged the aarne wish ; yet for the sake of unanimity, I shall 
cb.eerlully submit to the views of thia convention. Let me observe, I think it a duty to our- . 
selves, to our party and our collllt.l'X, to declare publicly and OJ?Elnly, that we consider it a dia
qualifieation tOr any otliee in the giA of a free people, to be sutiJect to a government not recog
nized by our laws and O.Oll8titution. One word more, and I have done. 

I must ay that) was much utoniahed to hear a gentleman confess, that he was for the firat 
time to be iiWrmed that we met here for any political p~ whatever. I humbly conceive 
chat we meet )we for no other than a politiCal purpose. Sir, we are a p00tieal party-we 
ue not peraonally oppoaed to free..1J18110118 u iJldividuals, because that lnight be, and fairly 
would be, COillidered pl'OIICfiption ; but we are oppoeed to the masonic ill8titution, considering 
i1 daDgeroua in ita j:lolitieai tendency-111bvera~.ye of our private rights u citizens, and 
destructive to morality and religion. In thia our o~on is, as it should be, political. To 
•preu our lelltimenta at a proper time-to correct the growmg evil, and warn youag men 
llpinat the anare-to crush the monster of iniq_uity, still Wi'eaking with human bloOd, we must 
110 to the ballot-box, and there withhold our sutli'age8 from those who hold allegiance 1,0 a tyran~ 
IIIOJ'e ·despotic than the One ow glorious ancestoR opposed in 1776, aDd by op_poaing wbicli they 
aecured the I8CI'ed inde~ndence wbieh we are ~ auembled to fortify agamat the secret foos 
of freedom. Mr. President, I am done. I am sorry ifl have trespaued upon the time of thia 
convention, h\lt I truat Us members will be atiafied witll the motives wliieh impelled me. 

The previous quettion being ealled for and sustained b)' the convention, the question upon 
Ma.. ToDD's ameildment was put aDd lost. 1'he question then reeurring upon ML D&J:T&a's 
ND.endment, (to strike out the wordl "with power'') was put and carried. The resolution 
was then adopted in the fuUowing wordl: 

Ruoleed, That it ia recommended to .tho people of the United States, opposed to secret 
IOCietiea, to meet in couention, on Monday, t.lie twenty-sixth day of Septelliber, 1831, at the 
eity of BaltimOI'e, by delegatee equal in number to their representatives in both houses of 
congress, to make nominatioll8 of suitable candidates for the offices of Piesideot and Vice 
President, to be 1Upperted at the next ~n; aDd for the tra018Ction of au.eh other business 
u tlle ca.- ot anti-masonry may reqwre. 

Adjourned to 4, P. M. At 4, the convention reaasembled. 
ML WBITTL&IJIT moved a rNOlution, authorizing the national comtnittee of correspondence 

to open a correspondence with candid members of the fraternity on the aabjeet of secret aocie-
Uas, and to publiah their 8ll8WIIl'll with their consent. . , 

A motion to atrike out the word " candid," was lost. 
Ma. ST&YPII objected to the resolution. It would lead to controversy, and that wu not the 

object of the c.onTeDtion. They were colleelively invited to quit the inatituiion by the Addrss 
which we have made. . 

Ma. WBJTTL&I&T said, it aeemed to be forgotten that the membeR of the 1118110llie fraternity 
were members of ci...U society. Many of th8rn had the laDle, or nearly the same, views on 
the IUbjeet, with anti-IIWIOilBO and he entertained a strong hope that the conespondeooe con· 
templated wOIIld elicit mucllgood, aDd would indueemany.ma80118 to ll\lmiJlder tlieir allegi.aaoe 
to tlie &alemity. He was in ·fiLWW" oC ~aving them. . 

Ma. ST&Y&wa tJwuPt lbere was more in the reaolutioo than met the eye. The members of 
the convention had gone far •!ID'IP in putting their name~ to a mo.t able ~ to the poople 
of the United Stalell, in which tiM (rat.ernity were generally and atrectionately invited to CGmfl 
out from among the!D. Anti-IIIIUIOIII'f ltOOd on bioad ~und ; and he was op))Oied to ... 
pging ~ aay paru.:uiar ~-with anr. inclmdual in the &aternity. He tllought it 
woUld deglade the ca-. He ~ to think it impolitic to give ofice.aieelrinc 111111011a ·a 
chance of thua promoting·tlleir eelhh viewe. 

Ma. BoiLUV ~ thoiUIIII yiew8, 



l.S4 DEB.!TI;S. 

On the rmolution tbr operon, a correspoildenoe with candid muons, 
Ma. Suna, of V ennont, aaUl that wliilteverdoubta he Jllight have entertained with ~ l 

the expediency of~ forward 1111ch a ruolution, at tlWi time, there could, itMemed to hill 
be none with regard to Jta Bdoptio& For on~ llllid Mr. S. I am unwilliDg to bear the imputatio 
which will follow ita reject.ion,--the imputation of ahrinlting tiom the diac:ullion, whidi the COl 
templated correspondence may involve. AnU-maaonry, air, baa nothing to fear fhm invest.igl 
!ion: ~t is the very element of ita existenee, aa are eecrecy and mye~ that of th4t maaon 
mautuuon. · 

We have, Mr. President, been charged with aiming, not to aboliah the institution oC &e. 
ID880lll'f, but rather to put ita members under the ban of proecri})tion, that we may e~ 
the offices and honours of the country. So far is this, air, from beiag vue, that the whol 
tendency of our elforts is to sl.rip the institution of its borrowed robes; exhibit it in ira tl'1l 
character, and tliiiOlwe tAt cAarm ty wAle.\ it tuit&t41iru iU etnpirt ,_,. tAe mW11 of U. --'-' 
It is not enough to array the community against it-not enough to make it the objeCt of popull 
indignatibn, or to achieve a l.riumph over 1t at the ballot-boxes. Anti-~ can never ce&! 
its e1Forta while there remains a aiagle human beinlr ensnared in ita tolls. Sir, I am not sat.iJ 
fied to wait for the finale of masollry, till time ah&Jf have •ept from the .utge or li& all th 
men who now belon« to the institution. I would have themi.ft"ectionately invited, aud earnes; 
ly urged, to ablure their allegiance to it, and abandon it for ever. Come, let u r- logd#ul 
is an appeal which, I am sure, they cannot all reaisL Indeed, sir, there are, I am eoaliden 
many, very many, who do really desire to come out, and want but the opportunity which 8UiC1 
an invitation aa that which is contemplated by thNeaOlution UJIOD your table, ?"OUld furnial 
Make such invitation a part of your Sf.B1.e111 of operationa, and I cannot permit myaelt to doub 
that masons will soon be seen llc)eking in great numbera to your lltandard. 

There are, it should alao be obeerved, eome sections of our country which are ret in abnoa 
total darkness, on the subject of masonry. There is not in New-Bampebire, or in Maine, or il 
one or the States south of the Potomac, a Bingle pretll! devoted to our eauee, or that wiU freel] 
publish the truth, and the whole truth, concernmg it! Now, air, I wish IDil80II8 in th08I 
States, particularly, to be eorresponded with, on the su~t of their institution. There are, 
I doubt not, many among them, who will ~ respond to respectful inquiries concerning ~ 
and aa fieely express in iegard to it, their decided disapprobation and their determination to reo 
nounee it. We want to save them from maaonry ; and we want their iolluenee to •ve othm 
from it, and accelerate its downfall. Those portions of the eoontry now in dartmeaa, m.igld 
thns be~ to investigation, and to the establishment of p-whlch should aid them in ill 
Pnl!JeCUUdn. 

Enry view which I ean take of this subject presents to my mind strong arguments in favour 
of the resolution i and I CIIDIIOt refrain from an expression of my earnest hOpe that it may 

bei\t..opra;Df agreed with his Colleague from Pennsylvania, that there waa more in this reso
lution than met the eye. This was not the way in which anti-masons if!: PennayiYania had 

· met the fraternity. . 
Ma. Sew .t.RD said, he thought the two gentlemen trorn Pennsyl'ftllia had aulfered them

selves to be excited into an unnoceasary apprehenaiven- on this Subieet. No one who lme• 
the zeal and laboura of the mover of thii i'eaolution, could IIUapeet that, in olfering ic, he was 
governed by sinister designs. . In New York, and in the eastern lllatelt, aueh an interchange ol 
lleRtiments with eandid masons waa a favourite mode of promoting the eauae of anU-muoory. 

Ma. B.unu, of Ohio, objected to the resolution. 
Ma. PR&LPS could not for a moment doubt the motives of any member of this eonvention iR 

moving any proposition. Be had full confidence in the national committee of correapondence ; 
and he moved the reference of the resolution to that eommittee. 

Ma. WRI'I'TL&s&T withdrew the resolution. Be llllid that if any one ·member objected, it 
was motive enough for him to withdraw iL · 

Ma. Suna:, of Vermont, moved a resolution on the subject of raising funds in the 
eeveral states, for the gratuitous dissemination of intelligence &e.-He llllid that the resolution 
he had just ofFered waa wggeeted to him by the report Diade yesterday on the state o{tbe pna 
That re~ exhibits a state of Caeta which may well excite our .earnest attention. · 

The JRStiUJtion of masonry is extended over the whole of the United Statee,-embnacel 
probably about 100,000 of ita population, and is -tained by the influence of wealth, oC taleoa; 
and of station. Ita principles hue eseited to the OO!llDiisuon of erimee of the moet at.roeioal 
charaeter; while it lias aueeeufully inf.erP.Oeed ita J?OW6I: to lhield the perpetrators ol &heaa 
from the claims of criminal j11atice. An investigation of the prillciplee of the institution
such an inv~tion aa will enable the ~e of the United States to pua their defiDitin -
tenoe upon it, 11 demanded by e~ CODBJdera&ion COIIII8CCed with die .U,ty of our eicizenl, 
and·the permanency of our tree institution& This investigation can be earriedoo only throuD! 
the medfum of the preaa ; and to that have the people a right to look for the ~ an4 tlir 
whole truth, upon a subject which eo deeplf coneerna them. · 

N-, air, what Ia the ute of the preea 1n the United Slatea 1 01 -ly lOOG II8WIIp&perl, 
there are but about 115 -..._ eolumna are open to the truth on the .abject of lllaCJI!rY 1 -It il 
~ my~ Mr. President, to comment at length upon this state o{ thiDp. I 'trill on1J 
allow myaeJC to say that it exhibits an extant of ~ inllutlllllll mer the 111-. which ~· 
daima ttie giapntic power of the instit.ution in language which none can milunclentand. 
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' Shall &biiiiCat.e of lhiDp continue 1 Shall &be~ -.in ~in~ on the nb
ject ot IIIIUIOII1')' 1 Sir, we han .-mbled to answer tJae. queatiooa with a decided neptin. 
We haft 0011111 ~to in~ the princi~ of the maaonieinatitution, and look into.&ho 
filets eonnectad Wlih &he ap~n at thOee pnacipl& Bul how are we to gain - to the 
people ot the Uniled S&UA~B 1 How are we to IJWe8d before lhem the reaull of our inquiriel 1 
Hcnr are we to .e& on PQblic opinion, and gin il a righl direction in regard to thia nb~ 1 
The ruolutioa which r han jiUt o8'ered ~ &be only answer lhal ean be given to ih
ioquiriea. llloob to meaaurea for &be gratwlous diaeemiiwion of intalli£ence on &be nbject 
oC epeculatiYe &M-~ whieh, iC faithfully executed, wiD cerry &be trudi: to 
~ door, and ~ itiJ.iiht into every cottage, in &be Uniled State&. Let anti-IIIUOne IICl, 
illunediately and esicientlr1 upon &be recommeridation oC &hie resolution-distributing throup
out every IlCata the proceeiiinp of thia convention, and other moans of inConnation, and arr un
PI!!e will be Jiven to our eauae which no~ ean reei.IL 

Hitherto, m, it ie well known, that a ilw iDdivichiale in these eecWine of the country wh
ell'orta haft been lllllde, han 81l8tained a v~ dieproportiooata ahare of the expeneee which 
&hose efforts han involnd. Some oC th~ ~~1 (and among them I number one, at 1eut, of 
~ ~ col~) have materially llilpaina their eatatee by their pnei'OWI devotion tD 
abe eauee.. They llioald be relieved, air, by the adoption oC ~ to raise &be .-ry 

~ ~J:-l_:n~!{inielligenee which &be resolution conaemplatee, ie, in my 
~ worthy at lpeCJal.reprd, u connected with &be eatabliebmentof uti-muonic ..-. 
ut the people in any puticular eecUon o( &be. country, hitherto in dartne. on the eubjecl at 
-.onry, become ~y awakened tD itaim~ and~ will take..__ to~ 
ish ~ whieh will becOme permaD8Dt fuuntaine oC lidlt. It ie by thia ~ lhaliiUCb a 
ftlVOiution ie to be effected in die newepepEII' preD ar &be lJ niled S&UA~B, u ie demended by &be 
lust claiml or anti-muonry. Let ~ liberality, in the true •pirit oC uti-muonic beDe
lenee, co forward, Uld Cree pn-. will .-.redly follow in their train. Such, I em collident, 
will be the result in Vermont ; and sueh, I doubt not, will be the reeult, every where. 

All the 1MUU1'e11, Mr. ~ent, which we propose tor the advancement or our eauee, 
lhould not only be worthy oC ita noble and &enOI'OWI plll'po80, but adapted to meet, and over
eome the obet8.elee which it ie deatiDed to encounter. We must remember that we are cont.end· 
illg with a wealthy Uld a powerfUl fraternity, who are eapable, in various ways, of exerting 
l!lirftd control over the ~ at the country. We lmow liow much their eauee depends fOr 0. 
1111oceea upoa &be au~ of he inquiry ; Uld how ready c.m- oC &Min who an~ 
labouring to 8U8tain the institution, are, to etitle every ell'ort to arraign it at the bar oC public 
opinion. . 

To meet, 11lCCS8fiilly, IUCh an array oC atreiiJLh, in a manner belloming the eauee ill which 
we are ~.z. will ~uire -ilices of ~ o~ magnitude. They must be made-TM, 
will In Me.- '!·he !SJ!int of anti-~, ie a a~t wliich will never shrink from malrillg 
t,hem. It will not llhrink, air, because it ie the epuit oC Creen,len, -tained by truth, and indig
llant at the eft'ort.e which are made to aupp~ it. And what freeman can flW to reel indig
ll&nt when he - &be leading memben oC a powerful fraternity, lahourit~J in concert, through
out the whole country, to muZzle the prea, aild conceal &om the public 11:1ew, . Uld shield frOm 
just animadvenion, &be ~plee and praeticee of their institution 1 Where ie the meman who 
J8 prepared to eubmi&, quietly! .tD IIUCb a atata oC thinn u thia? Look at it, ml Jlf..-,mwt 
1101 k iAN~! This ie t11e doetrine-no matter now groundlea ma:r be its prete118l0118-
how groee ita im~ treuonable its principlee-or bow bleek 1ts erimee--all-ell ie 
~inviolable I A natiooal intaUect invipaled by the spirit of freedom, grupa at every 
thing-investigates every thiDg. . No UIIOCiat.aon of men, no meuuree oC sovemment-no ect 
of any public man, ean 08C8pe. Every thing meeUI its penetrating ldence, and feele ita resist
lea power. .But .~-;-the .".....,., ~ honourable"-must De pnitac&ed-defended
guanted, agunet 1&1 sacrifeg~oue mtrus1ons mto her sanctuary. · 

Sir, thia etate oC thinp ie not to be endured. -The truth must, and will have free coutae. 
The people are ~. in earneat, to inquire wherefore masonry llhould not be brought out . 
and examined in tile broad day·!iJht of truth. It ie to meet and gfatiCy thia spirit of inquiry, 
that I han brought fOrward this reeolutioo. It aims to concentrate, eo u to give effect to, 
.private Ubenlity, tor &be Jllli1MMO or ..-ling the '""' to the people or the U"niled States, 
"that ~f ~y .be ..hleCl to pull &heir 88Dtance of approval or COJI4iunBation upon the 
lllUOiliC ineUtuuon. . . . 

A resolution wu adopled for the: publication at tbe whole~ of the- convention, .m-
eluding, of coune, the several oJI\ci$1 re of committees on resolutions Rt'erred to them, 
Ma. HoPJWJI atated, thet they woWd bly be BteNOtfPed: 

A resolution oC thanb to &be • t of the convenuon, having been moveli and-adopted, 
as mentioned in the Journal, • 

Ma. GUJ!o&a mllde hie .almowledgmenta ill a few very im~ve and ei!Mluent remarb, 
ill the course or which he aid thet the dut.iee of the chair had lieen rendered ligll.t by the mag
JIUiimowl CODduct of the COIW\ation, Uld by &be eorrect depol'tlllent or the citizens of thia con
feseedly polillhed city, who bad attended iUI deliberations. 

The dianb at the convention were also voled to the V"ICO President and Secre&ariee. 
The conmation, aner prayer ft'CIIIl t.M Rev. Ma. B&u.t.&D, adjourned, M« IIW. 
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APPENDIX, 

In tile debate on Ma. WBITTL&Bil'f'B report, ~ 
Mr. Coou, of New-York. All, I~. who have heud the ltatelllellt of ~in 

report under conaideraUoD, will admit that it forma the IDOIIL important object to which 
convention can direct ita aUention. It ia a hiatory of the '-is, groand-wori, aDd au.pen 
ture oCanti-mMomy. ADCI. be6>re I proceed, I m• ay, tlaaL ~ Wa debt oC grat.iWd~ I. 
the neceui.ty of aclmowleclginjt to the gentlemen who ~ve fumillled theae liac&a; our obligau 
fur the ligM they-have aheil u{ion thia Bubje4:L I allude to thole gtntlemen who fonnerly ~ 
loop to the --.ie iJWituuon. True at ia, air, that the ou~ violence, and crimea of tl 
in.Ututioo were IIUCh u to aro-.e the Ceara of ~ UDinit.iated, bUt without the di8cburea 
thoee ·wlllo have leCeded from the inatiWtion, we should have yet remained in a state of 
parative darlm-. It hu been by the united eft'orta oC thoM who bave felt it their duty 
iiecede, together with other& of our commit~ that the present infbnaation ia now before 
publie. Heel bound to make the aelmowledgment.-it ia due to tt-e sentlemen. 

It ia due to thia convention to explain in .ame detail the th-oo .-us why further 
haTe 110t bee& elicited, u stated in the re~ 

The repcn:t commeneea with the origin of the tral)llaetiona in relation to William Mo 
At BataYJa, in the wee&ern put ofthe-atateofNew-York, the first act,~ to thia IUb 
wu CODIIIIitt.ed, which put at defiance the laws of the awe. With the ti8IZUI'e of Mr. M 
commeooed the hiatory of thia tragedy, but with the t.ermination of the life of that IDIID, 
Acta to be prodaced will not be &enninat.ed. The report alludes to Tiolent expr.aions, but 
baa DOL been told what they were. I will mention a few. It wu mentioned~ hieh 
in the aeighbourhood of the out.rage, men of the lint ~ty, that the alfuded Ill 
the report should be &UJipreaaed, and should neve)- meet the public ·eye, if it cost their li 
that the J.ivea of half a ifozeo ..ieh men u Miijer aDCl MOIP.Dt wheft put ia oomparillon · 
the appearance of that book, were of but little m~ent. This wu bet'ore that man waa~ 
duet.ed. . · 

When the motley group a8llelllhl at the dark hour of midnight, to perpetrate an ou 
on that which is luatly styled the ~wn of the liberty of our .::.'hi:• when perba 
hundred muons from Al\y milea east, and forty miles west, were ed, at the mi · 
llOUl', in the peaceful. villaie of Batavia; 10 11tr00g fean bad they of the laws upon their miil 
eo eon'rinced' were they of their own criminality, &nd that the abOclea which they were about! 
aaaault would be deferided, that in a fi.ight they abaDCloned their project, and lOUgh~ a ~ 
~from the lifht of day. 

Thia waa not an, air; after thia each Je80r&ed to hia home-time waa given for concert
party came from a diatanee, and aeized aDCl removed the man, u stated in the repon. Whi 
on the way from BataYia to Canandaigua, the prime mover, who eat upon the bcix of the a 
riage, made thia ever-memorable deelara.tion: When the drinr had doubt& whether he woo 
not be in danger, he e~ to indemnify him, aDCl aaid-tmd I wiab every one t.o obsene 
-"They never aball retAlie M~n alive.,. · · 

Here was a declaration of their purpoae in the outlet-it .wu repeated from W&e to till 
· lnow~ti3C~ 

When Morgan waa in Jail he remarked to a Cellow-priaoner, while I..WIOn waa 8ll28l:ed 
el'eeting hia release, "If thia man should betray me, I would not ~ve much for my life. if '\Vb 
he got fo the door of the priaon, a single whiStle bro~t to the~r auiatanee the rufllan bell 
that eanied him away. When they got him to the i1oor he aied murder, blat they carri 
him to the back part of the village; lind one single lmoek u~n the curb of a well tiroughl 

· earriage in waiting. When they were proceeding from the jail-acep to the canUp, one S8 
to him, "You know ~ have fOrfeited yoor life." 

It ia unneeeaaary to be nry minute about hia tranaponation to Niagara county ; there a 
however, 1!101118 OCCW'I'8nOetl after he reached that aNDty which it Will be proper for me 
state. 

The re{!Orletatea that a NYeieDCI gentleman arriYed by the atqe at Murdoek'L He had 
oonverea~n, the import ofwhieh waa unknown; he inqUired of the keeper o( the houae if 
wu a royal uclJ. ·muon, but heiDI; answered in the negative, he in4Juired if there waa one 
the nei£hbourhood ; and on being informed that there waa one wi&hin about a mile, he c 
manded" a Jl8n and paper, and wrote to Jeremiah Brown. . They then puaed on in the 8tal 

_and 1100n al\er Brown came buk to the tavem with two honea. The~ with Morg 
in it had »ot yet aniYed. Brown procured feed for hia holwl, and ia a few lllllll*lta the Cl 
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riage eam.-~ AM a _,,_ -.altatioa they took 1M -.. &CD their €Mil ud 
-nt on. It WM llr a lollg dma.lllJII'IIII..t dial tilelllllaor- ,_ aUMbed to che -nap. 
.8nnm -~fit Oil "die bozt &ll!i".ilaey arriftd at Wricht'a -here about IIWido'WIIe 
and IJarnce Smith paMCl Oil to~ Here a wia-, whole kW&imooy ia imponant, 
had beMa ~led away by muoai.c ~ ao 1- than \bree &ill*. The~ wu Arat 
driven Ulldill' the llled, biH Deinc -.idered J.MeeUI'e eben, it wu taken out and removed to an 
eaelo!;ed b&nl. Farewell, the ~alluded to. "WU eal&ed, and he and aoother atayed in &h• 
bam w1tile the odllnwmt to apper. DuriDr the time dley were with him, Morpn ·waa 

,lilent. • A.lafttallwtll IJroaPt; hilwu ..on oa& oC and rewmed to the~ apin; at &hia 
· time, hl ~ blinded wi&h a number of bandkerdlie&, mlclaiDg down to hia breut, in -.h a 
Jllallller ,,, to ucliMh the 1ipt. They remau.i here Ull aboUt 8 o'eloclr, mel next arrived ai 
Mol:pws.~ atoppeil, ud BrOwn, wi&h Piau'• c:arriage, want oa--they nut arrived a 
LeWIStown, where they let\ the ~ in a back eueet. At W fisht'a, BruCe, aherUF of NU..:. 

·P.!- comaty, took cbarge, and Hague wu in compuy. Thia carnage wu Mtained by Platt 
~.:a& Roc!'~1-it waa ftiraWaed to p-t. and hOw he (Platt) hapJiilaed to know that it waa 
. to ~ enarpa to tile " grud eba)ICIIr pro 1em.," I kaow not, bill ao he cbarced i&, and )lad not 
,J'OOI!lved pa~ wileD he....... . 
, Bartori ·wu ealled Oil at Le1riltGa. by Bruce, for a Cllllriap. It ia a mat&er worthy of 00. 
.ll&'ft.tion, that thia maa wu - 'In eoa~y with &hia - reftftnd dercyman ihe aame 
',t~l aaw him. Whaa \My arrived "'Youncat.owa tlley atopped, and ealled up Williun 
• ~ ; and when within about eorw roda of the fort &hey let\ the carriage and proCeeded Oil 
;fOOt; Arrived at the~ thia memorable dadaration wu!Ude,-"We have got the 
: raacal who hu been dilcloein( &i.e aeereu of '-DIUIIIlrY·" While 8&oppiDg at the Cloor at 
;~ the man made aome DOlle, and it wu UDdentood to be a eall Cor -e water, At the 
· fort, Bruce aid to Giddina, "Let us have aome water tbr &he poor wretch." Theae were the 
, e~ts they applied to their vieUm. They cr-t the river, and BNee and KiDg ~ed 
· to N'lag81'1l, ~re they tband two or three brethren, and came back again. At th• baada 
1 Morpn appeared to be in diacre., and iJ) ORe inatanee went 110 l8r u to remark, "I am your 
1 priaonert idiow your magnanimity by treatiDg me lrindly." They told him to be eilent, u~ 
1 Jl&in of -th. After a While he agam attem11ted to ~~peak, but one of them took a pi8tol ind 
, p~ it agaiJ11t hia breu&, and .aid, " 8a ailent, or yoa are a clead man." 
: When the f)und that no ~had been llllide b reeeiv' him on the Canada aide, 
; ~·~to rortN'18pl'&, ana took him to die mapziDe, .. ~ clepoeltecl him UDder 

, 1 It =y~·a matter ~ euriolity to deaeribe what ldncl of a buildiDg &hi&~ u;_ Tha 
, Ibn wu at die time abandoned, except by two penon&, the ODe a keePer, and t.lie C?t.her a ferry· 
i man.. The building ia of atone, - forty or fiftt feet in length, and thirty to forty wide, aDd 

the waDs ~ mm lix to ten feet ihiclt. There wu no aperture except the door and 
I tWO windows, WhiM Wel'll fltroDdv filatened on the out.alcle. It WU here that &hia DIAD WU 
. inearcerated. He waa depoaiteil about three or four o'clock in the morning of the 14th of Se~ 
, tember, I8t8, the day appoint_ed tbr the iDatallation of the royal areh cllapter at .Lewiaton. 
~ :KiJie and Bruee went to LeWton, and Giddina remained at tJie fort. 

A"bout nine o'clock in the morning, Giddiue and Jaebon went to the macazine to aee the 
situation of the~. and·to i:elieve hia want&. On goinr to the priaon the preaentiment of 
danger on the part of Morgan wu 110 atrong, that he refuied them eotrance. Jacbon ran away. 
Morgan wu at thia time ~ a noiae, Bud they endea-.oured to atill him, pretended to hava 
fire.arma, anci tlmlatened to ehoOt him ; &hia caused him to cry murder aevei&l times. 

The next atep was, that Jaebon ebould be aent to Lewiaton, with word &hat the priaoner 
wu makinf a noiae, and they were fearful of diaoovery. He went and informed RaPe. who 
fonnerly had the care of him. ~ went to the magazine. Morgan aid, "I will not be 
bled to death by dial doctor." Hague had not ntieient courage to enter. the eell, and went 
back to Lewiaton again, and two other& proceeded to the fOrt to lltill dle noiae. Lawaon, hia 
j'rieM, made bimaelf known to Giddina : 'IJI'C)Cleediur 10 the IJliiiEUine, one llllid, " He will 
make llO more llOiae after he bean me." He went mto the priraon, and, aa i1 waa dar~'ii!:!i 
"Where are vou, Morgan 7" and seized his hand, and can bini some lclnd of grip which . 
him, saying, lc If you are not silent, death ia your poruon immediately." Tliia man remained 
till the eveqing, at which time a large number wu assembled of thotie who had met to iuetall 
the b~ e..,. at Lewiaton. · 

Many ealled on &heir 6iend, Mr. Giddina: he waa a tai&hful 1111111, who had had the care of 
Morgan, and they promoted hiaintereat bydrinkingathiahouee&eely. Thecompan_ycontinued 
.m about eleftft o'clock, when it wu fouDd that bUt Beftll remaiDed of the whole; Theae aenn 
consulted upon the pro.JIIit!ty of intieting the penalty ; each and all ·fell in with the aentiment, 
that he bad tbrfeited hiS life : there wu no OODtrariety of opinion-.ul their duty u DIUOQII 

was to inftiet the penalty. ~bey opened the priaon, imd foUnd Morgua. He hail freed h.iJD. 
aelf from hia eordS and ~ 

The hi«b priest, for he wu at thia time high JWieat, havinr dial day been inatalled-hav
ing on hiS tJnast,.plate, Uld "Holi- to thti Lord," inlilribed in hnt.-dlia wu the 
man who adm-ed Morgaa, in the ~ when he knew that none ba& &he initiated could 
hear-" How dare you bleak yoar obllptioo-prepare to meet your God-lor you haw but 
a h minute& to live !" 
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Thilw .... .._or ........ ..-oe .... .....-.,.,..,.. oe ~ nu.e~u 
olllftll reUred to tM -....... fteni DO -~ aNJd &IIIIIOIIIlh &J.a wilbom ~ 
m.ccmred ; aad daey all aped ~ &he man llll.tlie execat.ed, iM& he W ilrfeited hia liSa; 
aad wu entitled to no ~y whatenr; aad i, . was &heir d~ to pat the peulty into 
eaca&ioD. 'l'hey JDOniOftl' demed a plan how to do it ~ 4let.eCtioD. It - to taka 
Jaim to &he :N'JagU& riftrct:!ce,dlere link Dim, where he would be - DO IDIIfto ~ __. 
towuda &he tbrl a liUie • when a JOUDr IUD,~ &binkilwot&he .... at an old 
~.~ 1111 in &he rear. On ~.o;- rallied, he .. ,.., "Gendemea, I un 6oaad top wi&h_ ~ if 
~on i&, but 1 bee to~.. O&lien joined him. ud a wu .,..-to ahUdcln 
the • tbr ~ niaht. 
~-_,to litorpn tba& be- DOt then to ~pat tB deUJa; tba& &hey .... aeod 10 

Jenualem to .. what - to be done wRh him. 'Dill ead.l &he - ot Sepamber '-' 
t.eentb, 1818. . 

on- men, after ha= ... ~ their 8Cbeme, retired to &heir pJac. ot abode. 
On &he 15th a new ~ ..- II& &tie tor&, aad Ulllllll them the JUrh prielt aDd Elilha 
Aduaa. At tba& -aa, the 1111bjee& eame up api_n, aad there-- rel.-- with put 
ot them; there wu a little doubt with - u to the propriety ot ~ him II& thlu ume. 
There wu one IUD, (and I am -.y to aay i&, tbr 'be u-i not DlCIIe thaD a mile IUid a haiC 
from liMit and a man whcm I bad ner held· higll. u a moralil&,) who, when a clouiK wu 
~about the · of the ad, to lileDCe t doubt, llrouPt forth a~ from cJae 
HOly Bible to 1btnl"3f:t.itaf( was right tba& be :::!: be ezeeuted. Be aot oilly ataced it, but 
illllilted on ;t. A controYeny, however, -, aad ~ -what Jral'lll; ilia keeper wu 
apiDIIt puttillg the man to death; eftll Elima Adama wulilen&, whieh was equinleDt to an 
o6jection. Tlie contelt - to IIUdl a beirht, tba& a penonal combat bad well nigla takea 

~ tbia time &he high prieat laid, "Bow dare yoa adYOC&te sueh doetrinel in our ..--1" 
Ba · ebarRe ot the Wbole aft"air,·thiahigb. · diree&ed the ke to be ·ftllll to Adami, who~ lie -IAIImillin to hie ord__:~diDa IDid, ";-ell, I uf oow ~ fnlm &Ilia 
ma&t.er." So mach doubt bad been es-' tba& the ~tion was defened. 

Adams remained &here. Still Giddfu.-;;.:; aot 10 &u- released, but tba& be remained aid
i...,. and ,...; .. ;" .. in 1r~;ftM the man, but .-...-.1 to exeeuW... the -tence. He -u~ .... 
ih: ~k~Adaml attelldeil"~ ~ On &he ennm[;;(ii; 
17th ofSepcember, Giddinl havinr bu.a--the ~ 30 or 40 milea, embarked on baud 
a llteUD ~ glad to clear himeelC from ftlrtber interference in the ma&t.er. Be ..-iRed till 
the tilt ot september, during whlcb time an impenetrable nil COYera all, through which 
nothiDJ baa been .,et diaccmJreil, nor will be clilco.ered, un1- there lhould be 10me valuable 
-of aecedinc-

Giddina comiDg t.elt, uked the ca · of the steam boa& it the ~ was .till there 1 
The replr wu, "No; he hu poe w~e will write no more booki." When be urived at 
Niagara, he fell in with Adams, the man who bad remained at hia houae. Adams wu much 
~and laid that "they_had murdered the man,"and gave the paniculara, whieh are not 
-rr to be mentioned. We have reuon to .infer, diet lie wu murdered on the 19th of , 
Septemtier, 1818. 

The people in that neighbourhood were entirely ignorant of all th- thing-. I mean the 
uninitiatecL Moet of the ma10na who attended the inatallation were acquaillf.ed with the filet 
that Morgan wu at the tort; yet, UDder llueh abiOiute 1111bjectioo was ihe ..-, thll& thoup 
living but eenn miles from tlie tor&, intimation of the eftllt only came to u at l...e1ri8ton oo 
eome of the 6nt days of the month of December fi>tlowing. 

When the faet was repo_rted to ua, that this man had been carried through our "rillare to 
Niagara, we felt inclined tO diacredi.t it. The ~ impo.nbility, that in a coun&ry aeuled 
like ~at, a man could be taken from Canandaigua m the -y thAt be was, aad depoeited u 
deaeribed, without our hearing ot it, reDdered the thing incredible. The previous reporta had 
been, that M01p11 bad been carried to BanfOrd's laliding, the place where Bubbaid put him 
down. We aup.-J, at lim, that he was carried IIAll"OIS ihe lake &om the mouth o( 
Ge~riYer. 

When the tileta came to our lmowledge, u citizem,- tel.ta deep interest in 1111PJ)Cirtinc the 
la'WS and di.llcounteliancing &be ou&rage ; not tbM - knew any &hiDg of Morgan or m. fiuDiJy; 
but t.0 vindicate the Ia-, we ateppecl ~rward and benn to inquire of our ileiahboun, ":Did ' 
you know any thing of the faet of Morgan bet" tahn through this place to fun Niagara 7" 
On makiDg ihia inquiry, there was bUt a · e countenance amoog the - cit &hat 
vicinity, and that was expreave of contempt. who · embarked in it were cantiooed, 
" As you nlue y:our bUIIUielll, and all thlU 11 dear to you in your high a~, take care not 
to meddle with that Morgan aft"air." More thaD. oDCellave our eommir.teea been approaehed in 
that way. Many fil1aehoOda were got up-that Morgan had been eeen ftoatiag upon the lake 
on a llefd of iee ; that he wu someWhere J)eddliDg hi8 books ; tba& he wu in CaDada telldiDf 
bar, b. Bv tli- repona it was intended to Mille .PUblic inYestigation. The result wu, &b.aj 
eYery man tltat bad not submitted himeelf to the dllgr&eeful ea6Je.tow, laid hie hand on u 
heart. and said, Can it thus be, that the lint men in die communky han been ~ in 8Uda 
~7 You IDlllt not, eannot, iJMtuire whether a man hU been ~ tbrou(h the 
land and concealed. Y ee, lll1dl was die faet; and the result was, the eall o( a -Wig \D 
appoint a committee whoee duty It llbould be to act till the end of the tragedy could be ueer-
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tained. I haDDened to be )ll'elllllt, ud had &he hoGoar to be plMed upon this """"DiW'e. We 
entered u,,O the duty, auil the people loolllld to us for ~ ; ud with the CIDbiaed 
etrorta of ihe eommit&eM eu&, u the report ~eta tJrt.h, we pert'Grmed our euppment. 
. On the -blillg of the commiUee, -wn Caeta - COIDIIlUJiicat.ed froiD ilae Cuaada aide 
oC the riYer. It ._. lmown on the Cauda aide, t.ha& MCI!JUI had been brooaht to i1rt 
Niagara ; and 1001e belieftd that the fint ~ty had been in8iCt.ed, of baYing hia' ""-'cut.; 
it wu, at least, ~tty well unclen&ood thai. he wu carried to the c.n.da eboft, Uld Jodpd in 
aome part of' the Town oC N"lapi'L Thia led us into Callllda, thinking it JII'Obable t.ha& lie had 
been put to death in t.ha& pl.aei!. Some oC the CIDmitt.ee took it upoa diem to go bdln the 
grand jury in Canada. It wu found t.ha& the foreman wu a -. The jury agreed to con
sider the ilubject. The ~ of witn- were fumished-t.he coartiOOil after ad~ for 
the night. Thoae IIIUOIIII whoae ~ had been f\imiahed u · wnr-, were eialled upon. 
The next morning the member of the committee who made the complairlt ._. iDimDed, ibM 
the grand jury, in their Wisdom, had p~~~ into the court room, iallimally, and had lbiled 
witli hia liooour the judge, who ._.a ...-. He 8dvieed them to ba.e uodUng to do with 
the subject, except to meet and dimlia it. ADd they did u they were iDitnlcced. 
I~ of this u illumati.e of the &ct, t.ha& lllii80III'f is the- eYery where. We had 

then a relation oC a rendeman, who hu llince been a member of parliuMDt. 
Some time in the Iauer part oC .January, there were eeveral meinben fioom the ~tees, 

~~event.een in number, who .-mbl!!'t aail ~ed fil'llt to Niapra, in Canada, and then nl
tumed and went into the fort. Thia wu the fint time that t.lie masazine wu thorougbly 
searched after Morgan ._. eoofined in it. On entering the ~ tt wu fillmd t.ha& 10018 
hUJilall' being mut liave been collined in it. There were variou evidellees of the filet. On 
returninc &Om that p~ we met again at Lewiston, and gave an invitation to many in 
the surrounding country, informing tliem thm the eommitt.ee had ~ed there mereii to 
aacertain the &eta in relation to Morgan's being carried through that place to N"tapre. No 
sooner wu this DOtice P.ven, than a vut concouree of 1111111011a ._. ._bled, 110t. to p.e in
formation or fiteta, whiCh would enable the committee to proceed, bitt to. m..lt, broW-bee&, 
and drive &om tbe 11pot the gentlemen who had convened. 

I am !OftY to state Ute filet, but it wu ~ the fint inhabitants of the villa£e in whieh I 
reside, that we bmd the DlOilt invec.erate Uld iltaolent oppc.en. N~ · Ollly dicf they moles& 
and hinder individuals who were inquiring after simple fitic8, but 011e man eame into the roca 
and extinguiabed the light. It wu LhoUjht that 1001eching violent would e-, but it turDed 
out ot.herWille: we ·~ without beiDg attacked. 

No iniDnnation wa:a obtained; no maeon eame forward, thoup men than twenty of them 
were wen acquainted with all the ramifice.tiona and final termination of this tragedy. Men 
than twenty were· in the committee roca; yet not 011e &ct did they COllllll'mica~. The next 
thiDg wu for the heralds of the preee to prOclaim that a aelt«yled conftllt.ion bad -mbled 
from difl'erent coun~ to diatulb the innocent repoae of the I(Ood citizens oC the county of 
Niagara. Thia they did with the moat abuaive ~; ancf a - who had awom to 
~~ ofFenders apinst the 1a...., eame forwanf anil publicly iniWt.ed this body of men. 

It mar be aaked, aDd probably will be. why did you not have a magiatrate and put the lawa 
in force We did attempt it, but the afl.po'werful hand of ~ int.er'JIOI!ed u every 
step. ~ otrender ._. erreat.ed; we lwf none but DlUOilic wi~ It mlllf. han ~ a 
firm maglltrate who would not have been ahuhed at the fOI'IIlidable array and t.hreatenin« 

. upect ot the ~ty :. ~ ~- these cin:umataDCea it ..... diftlcult to pre. fonvara 
the llllDlC searching mqwnes u m commoo euea. 

On looking round, we fOWtd that the magiatrat.ee were all maaona. When we looked to a 
grand jury1 Eli Bruce wu tlle sheri~~; and the man to lllllect t.ha& jury. You might plli'IUe any 
ClOW'8e, aru1 the reiUlt wu the l8llle-the judges were - Thia wu the lituatioo of tile 
county of Niagara. We intended to have dOne -thing at the .Januuy term, 18i7 ; fOr it 
had not ent.eniil our-~ but whm if men were in pnnewioo of fiuita, they would CIDe 
forward and diacloee them; but in this we were in error. 

In April term of our oyer and temtiMr, a complaint wu Jft(erred against Eli Bruce, for the 
abduction of Williant Morr.n. It wu found, hOwever, bet&re the graDd jury ._bled, that 
there were but two men With. whom we could intrust the papers reapec&iDg the d'air. To theee 
men the committee resorted ; they framed certain wriUen q~ wbieh were handed over 
to them; and they agreed t.ha& when lllllml1ic wiu- eame before tbe graadjury, t.heee 
questions should be put and answered. I regret to ay, t.ha& one ofth- two ptoveil reQe&D&, 
ao that there wu bUt one single man on the IErandjury, out of nineteen or twenty, who dared 
to CIDe funranl and face the frowns of t6e tnajOl'lty, and uk a quel&ion upon the IIUbject. 
These wim..-, before they went before the j~, met and held a COMUltm•on u to whm 
anrnn should be given to any quea&ions that shOuld be put; and the re.olutioa-1 know not 
by wbat odter name to call i~ut the horrible reaolul.ioo wu, We willay we know nothing 
about William Morgan or hia abduction. Such wu theftiiOlution, andRda the......,.., 

Whea theBe men retired &om tbe DUtd jury dwllber, (and the epmjnstion took but a 
short time,) one remarked, I told them 1 lmew ltodWtr abOUt it, .aDd there it ended. The 
deli1lerat.ioila of the grand jury were 011e of the moa ~ phenmMna oC lite day. 
Some of the moat extraoidlnary measures eYer heud of hebe U1f pail4 jury in thie COUDtry, 
..... there &aken. . 
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Wb8a the _,-m, .... Jl8lldial apillli die~ ihe foremen of the cru!J jury retinld 
tr- die I'OCIIIl; lUI wile wu IWGIIllO execu1e the law. im~y. He wu seen nt1ring to a 
pnn.te chamber, m. ~tatioll wi&h &he IICCIIIIed. I wii".Dalled that, which lhook my Confi. 
ileilile m. the ~ of the law. more than any thiJJ« elee I had eYer beheld. A witnes11 
wu introduced, who &N&ified that Eli Bna IJIIIde a. eoJifeasion materially implicating himselL 
When he had IIJIII1Nied that qUM&iou, he wu told to re.Ure. A ~ WIIB then sent, and 
illtrodlll:ed three cdmr wiu-& ~ the ~of the lut. This game was pla.yed 
oiL again aad ~ till they by this alae and foul practice, in diacrediting the 
teltimony of the Witneaa. 

In thia gloomy affair, I Mit that it wu more likely I should be prelientedtthan that the 
llllCUieCi Would. The report statell that, after ~ up the proceedinga of this pod jury, 
with a view to rebut the statement _,to goyemor Clinton, they came out with another atate
,_t, and fonarded it to him, ~ tha$ there wu no shadow of evidence that Morgan 
wu taken througll that maaty. Here we aaw the laws suoceufully J!Ut at defiance; and 
here the exertiolll to indict ill the county oCNiapra were abandoned; To Ontario eounty be 
the_praiae gin~!, ofindicting the int COJIIIpirator, and ~almost all the others. True, 
at BataYia, \WO or three were -'ric&ed of the abduction of Miller; but baa there been a COD• 
'rietion in Batavia, Mooroe, Orlaau, or Niapra, for the abduction ofMo~ 1 Not one. 

We abuldooed the idea of doill( any tiUng to enforce the laws in tlie county of Niagara. 
We had petitiCJDad the legialatura for aid ; they were l"'.elat4iAr \bat ~ shOuld be done, 
but W~ that ,..,... lhould be done. A spaoial ofticer WIIB appointed to viait the eoun
tiea and aa8l8l the JliOIIlCUlorL This odicer entered on the di.lc:har&O of his duty, and proeurecl 
a number of i1Jdieunent& 

It may be asked, how could A. ~ indictiDents, when they could not be~ pre
"fi0U81y. The law ~ the 8election of ~ Jurorll had been altered, so that he eould 
han soma men 011 t:raOO junea baaidee IIIUOilL This officer prosecuted his duty, till it pleased 
the·authoritiea of die state of New-York to remove him from. the ap}l(lintment, and iratroduce 
10111e man who was not so extensively ILCCJ~nted with the facts. That olli.cer entered upon 
hie duty with great activity and iode.fatigabfe ind~, came well ni&h to the conviction of 
1101116 of the members of the fraternity 1 wheu, 011 making a report to the executive theroon, 
which cbalpl the maamie ~n • cbrectly implicated, he waa publicly insulted in the hlUl 
of the l~lure. His report was treated witll eontumely, and thai report never appeared in 
the .offieaal gazette of the 11tat.e. Some portioaa of it wero puhlished, uot calculated to bear 

~ ~ was pabliely illlultecl, aDd his official commllllieation to the executive ot 
the atate, whole duty n was to aiUimla the execution of the laws, were disclosed to the eounsel 
for the defeDdants, eOuld a man fll the hi«b ·~ of that counsellor, juat selected to fill a 
station of such mapitude, nay, would it Iian been right for him to aubmit to that ~ty 7 
No, air. He eomea oat to the world and state., you have treated your faithful agent With m
~ty, and have diacloaed confideutial information to the auWied. · We ask, then, can you 
brmg men to justice under such eircwnatancea 1 I will retire frofn the station, aaid the inde· 
pendent counael, and you may taka other aDd cllirerent mell-1 will no longer act u your agent. 
This was hooourable to the man. · 

The appoimment of counael, u I before ~ked, never was intended to lead to the convic
tion of tlieae men. When it was diaeovered that he was like!}' to effect that object, they took 
means tG.diamiA him indirectly, and to induce the public to believe it was done in I!:OOd faith. 
In a short space of time, another is exercising the duties of that office, and what trill le done by 
him can onfy be surmised bv wbaUa bun dona. 

I hr I aliall. be \edious, but I muat mention a few important facts in relation to the trial at 
·N~ The late trial of Ezekiel Jewett, .who had the care of the ~ne, came on o.t a 
apaeial court appointed fur the purpoae. A high judicial officer, one of the bench of the Supreme 
Court of the state of New-York, was aelected to preaide at the trial. And what was the result 1 
It was the punishment of several wi~ and a total exemption from puuiahment of all the 
accused. The judp aaid, if he eould not punish the defeDdants, he could punish the wit--The trial eame on, and Wibited one of the moat singular apeetacles ever seen in a court of 
justice. It wu aot enough that three or four counael came forward to defend the accused, as 
the laws~ but the witn- also had. counael, and from time to time, as questions were 
put to them, these witn- retired fbr consultation with their separate counseL 

Ia this a CQurt of justice 1 At least it exhibited a new course of proceeding. A question 
would be put by tlie pro..euting offieer. The witne&S would object to answering it. Time 
was consumed in urging the question ; then the counsel for the Witness would rise and object, 
that the answer would have a bearing againat him, and would ~ to show how and wliere: 
an unprecedented courae of proceeding, a kind ot triangular trial. 

On thla trial numeroua witneMs were ealled from dill'erent parts of the eountry'. All the 
facta stated in the report reape~~ting Morgan's being carried to Niagara, were substantiated 
fully. The only meaua of 88alpe waa, that no testimouy appeared directlY implicating Jeweu 
in the tre.nsaetion, and ~ n home to hie pemonal knowledge that Mol_'g&D Wll8 confiDed 
in the magazine. The teatnnony waa m-uch the aame as that on the trial at Canandaigua. 
Isaac Farewell had been twice before 116Jlt for u a witness, and by the exertions of the commit.. 
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tee, a ftrW dllyw bdnth.OW. wu ~ .._.,_. 10 W..amily, ..-~ae W not 
eeen ibr more than a year. On hi8. way he eame to the hcMae of Soloman C. Wriaht, who ill 
a free-muon. The:v.luceeedecl, '"the aMI of w~:..!'!!t ia makiDc him lMilleye, that 
duriug' hili ableDce hJa ~·• dllctioDa. Ud beeomli · aad dw. ibe wu aboqt 10 be 
married to aaother. Thill, with CJ&hao ~ induced him to -~ 10 be put into a 

· one-horae wagon, and to be c:oftNd over with a baft8lo 1kin. and t.raDipOiied by UM1 woman 
and a 1111111)1 !»Y tOart.eeD miles, to the line of Cuada:. Fiaally, it was ucertained where he 
had ato~his ~ wu employed to go aAer llim, but befilre she reached. the place 
he had hi8 residence to aDother plaCe, not fllr off; but, for fear of his being kid-
napped and · t to this Bide, the - IRICOeedecl ia traDaporting him fuither into the 
interior, and the tel\imooy of tha~ mao -.kinot be Jli'C)CIII'ed on tflat trW, or the Jlrevioua one. 

Turner, who ill now deputy IIW'Bhal, for tskin« the eensus .of the Cllllllty of Niagara, wu 
called on as a wi~ He lefuaed to IIIIBW81', and eont.eamed the laws. 

The most important ~ wu Wm. .p, Daniela, who wu called upon to~. but he 
refuaed; the law was laid down10 hila by the judge, but he refuaed to aDBWer three, four,·or 
five dUI'erent queetio~ Oil the ~ lri'CiaDd ihat it would criminate ~ 81 an aCCleiBOI'Y 
in the murder of William Morgan. This telt.imcm~ wrenched from ~ with creat cllil
eulty : the writhiD«a and -\Cirtionl of the man ed that con8Cience wu at work. The 
judge remarked, "fr you &DSWer in tbillwaywitbout iw beinr true, you commit perjury." On 
another oceaaion he .aid to one of the witn-, "I fear you bate IIIOI'e reprd (or the defendant 
than you hate ibr ~, Such ill free.maBCIIII'Y in ita naked deformity. These men had 
nearly all occ:11~ liigh etatione in eoeiety, and the r.ult ......, that although the teltimony was 
su1lietent to convince any intelligent jury, yet they were acqwtted. · 

I might hate mentiolled one OCher amportant r.et. A jlll'Or was called on, but obieeted to on 
account of his being a muon. The juiw was asked to answer ~ 9.~tion, "fa there any 
thing in the laws of your inltitution, which will punish a DI8IOD for inllieting J)UIIiahwent on .a 
traitor 7" He gaw a negative IIDBWW, and for that, ~ other l'eii80II8, the junw was eet 
aside. 

There are many other facta and circumataneeB which I might meation, to ehow the princi.phs 
of t'ree-111810Drf to be the IllUDe in all parte of the world. 

It is mentioned in the report, that t&eae muoM experienced the sympathy of the order. Eli 
Bruce wu called up, and refused to testify ; and .alt.liough under the aentence of the law upon 
a previoua conviction Cor tbiaoutrage, yet the house where he lodged was thronged by maaona 
~ to and from bill lodgings. lf appeared like a constant levee. . . 

Another circumstance : It is mentioned that William KillJ escaped from Cantonment 
Towaon, and returned to Niagara. Yet that man, whoee guilt waa eatabliahed by many 
witneiiBel, immediately at\er lie returned inserted a notice in the p&J!I'l'Bt that he, Wil
liam King, had returned to the county of Niagara, and if any one had buameas to tra.naact 
with hi.m; he was ready to wait upon them ! 

And what was the conduct of the brethren towards him 1 They asaembled about him, en
circled him, visited him, drank with him, and toaated him, and moat kindly B}'DlJl!lt.hised with 
him. So much were they eneouraged, that the meetings of their chapter, wliieh had been for 
a considerable time IIUBp!nded, were now revived. This, however, waa of short duration. 
Since then, that chapter baa been as atill as , the houae of death ; aad I hope it will ev~ re
main 10. 

Turner was eonvict.ed of cont.umacioua conduct, and put into the jail of Niagara. The lirat 
act they did at\er he waa lodged in the cell, was to procure for him certain articles of luxury 
and elegance, with which he was complimented. 

There illaaother fact, which should excite a blush of ehame. Young ladies, the daughters 
ofmuona, ueembled and went \0 the prison, and visited the young man, while he Willi im
prisoned. When bill term expired, a grand eavaleade was formed, aad, with a coach and 
four drew up to take him from the jail to a public houae. Thus ended that farce. · 

Here is the sympathy of free-masonry for eriminalt. It shows iteelf in every poaaible fOI'IIl 
and aha~ 

What I have mentioned I beliete to be matter of fact. I have not attempted to exaggerate. 
There are many other interesting facta which I have not mentioned. Time forbids to mention 
them : and there are gen&lemen preeent who are acquainted with the perticulara of that out
rage, who can furDillh facta of the highest importaace in addition to diose which I hate men-
tioned. · 
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Ma. Moan, of Now-Jeney, lpoko u fullowa: 
Mr. PNiideat,-Tile eddnl. ~,.:J-. ~ obliptioM are t.ba aame in 

all COIID&riee; mel tho man who hU . ~is nory whlire and alway. a
Bach was &he 1IJIIIen&aDdiD< of tho writer of &he lot&er to tho HOIIOW'able L&wu Wu,. 
.... .., chairman of tho C)IWIIII!itl.ee oC clam.. in the a- of Repn.n&a&iYOB, aUem~ 
to bribe him u a member mel u a --. Never have I befme heird of UU. letter. New 
until this inatant have I been a~ that this &Uempt had been made. Bu" llirt I koow 
the writer penonally and muciiiically; and I do DOt wonder at hia confidence m Ule (aupo 
poaed) ftoe&.IDIUlOIIl')' of the . Ho11. Ma. WILLUMI. He had previoualy experienced !be 

·power &lid &dolity of &he craft. On the 4th of July, 1817, I was introduced to COL JoWl Ax. 
Dll:uox, at Monroe, on the river RaisiD, and on the next day he related to me in substance, the 
following:-When the last war wu declared, I was a Brium IIUbject ~ at thia place, m1 
refused to obey the proel•!l!lltinn of a Britilh commander,~ hia 11111rjesty'a aubjecta 10 
:retum to tho territ.ory, and thereby ~ my.elf to the ~y oC tr--. As 8001111 
GOD. BuD 8llmlndonid, a BritDh ccilono1 was cbaqed to arrest me. Fortunately for me, this 
colonel was a muon. "l'would pve," said he, "Uie Devil hia due. He did aalle wu bound 
by ma.aic ~to do, filr we both belonged to the llllciety; he 11011t on a --.10 
apprize me of my daapr, that I !ll!ght ~ But what was a day or two fiJr a 11111110 
efoile hia buainellli in aDd ba olfr I lilld DOt. been goae bot a few boUn betbns the llrililh 
oolooel arriYed, and hia eoldien were in my house and 11t0re, bnall:iDit open cboata, &c. I 1011 
much property, .... compelled to lee to &he Scioto in Ohio, where r was forced to remain all 
winter, aDd lileh was &he eft'ecL upon my mind that it caused ml' hair at ooe& to &urn white. • 

Muonic obliaationa are the same upon the ocean u IUIIOIIC Indiana and Cauadiaas: fir 
· when &he 8011 Of Benjamin Ru.ell, Eeq. graud muter oC the grand lodge at ~uaeu., 
- made a ~ner (in the late "':ftlcer aud carried into the barbour ofllalifu. the Brilish 
...._. efFected his libaration, u an of that grand lodge informed me, on o.ccount oC lhe 
....UC ~Widing otbia Gather. 
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TO THE 

PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

F&LLOW CITJZJ&NI : 

IT is the privilege of freemen to consult together, openly and peaceably, on 
.all subjeeta interesting to their common welfare. And so long as the opinion 
of a majority shall prevail, enlightened and frequent consultation, among them, 
will furnish the most efficacious and acceptable means of expelling wrongs, and 
remaring fears. . W roDgs the most cruel and criminal have been committed, 
and fears the ID08t agitati~ and well founded, e.Dst, among Us. To confe1 
together, and to address you, upon these etils, and the most wholesome means 
to be adopted for their euppreaion, we have been delegated to assemble here 1 

by a portion of yourcountrymea, respectable for their intelligence, and dedicated 
in heart and life, to the tree constitutions and laws of our country. In execu
ting the momentoaa dutiea assigned us, we would proceed, in the ingenuous and 
free spirit of men, who earnestly seek the good of all. 

Facta numeroua arid authentic, demonstrate the existence, in this community, 
of crimea and ~rs, which, upon their first distinct disclosure to· honest in
quiry, excite equalsiU'pl'ifMt and eolieitude ; and which cannot be retlooted upon, 
by any mind imbued with genuine self-respect, and a just regard for human 
rights, without the deepest abhorrence and alann. · · 

Freemasonry is the -source of these crimea and dangers. 
In 1826, William Morro, your free fellow citizen, was, by highly exalted 

· membem of the masonic fraternity, with unlawful violence, sebed,-eeeretly 
traDaported through the country more than ODe hundred miles, to a fortreu of 
the United States, then in charge of ~inasons, who had' prepared it for his 
reception, -there imprisoned, several days and nights, against his utmost eft"orts 

. to eseape,-and after luft"ering the most unmanly insults, and the most inhuman 
abuse. he was privately murdered. Previously to his seizure, numerous meet . 
inga of freemUODs, in lodges and otherwise, were held for the purpose of con· 
triring and adopting the most-eertain meana of carrying into eft"eet, their unlaw
lui objeeta upon him. These meetings were attended, and the designs of them 
approved, by several hundred of the most respectable and intelligent of the ma· 
sonio brethren. They included legislators, judges, sherift"s, clergymen, generals, 
physicians, and lawyers. An<l they proeeecled in . diacharp of, what theY 
deemed, their ma8onie dutie• Jil · 
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William Morgan was a royal arch muon. And the cause of all this unlaw'· 
ful violence against his liberty and life, was, his determination to publish ~ 
secrets of the order. Theee secreta are now published, partly from manuscripts , 
prepared by him, but more exte~!vely from the deliberate testimony of many 
worthy men, who had been initiated further into the dark mysteries of the 
brotherhood, than he had. The precise motive, which impelled Morgan to the 
determination of publishing, we do not know. As the act was one of eonfor· 
mity to his ~eat obligatio~a, and therefore, of distinguished honour, we be· 
lieve the motive to have been good. There ia no room to doubt, that other. 
members of the institution, being aware of the solemn fate, to which freema· 
aonry had consigned him, for disobedience to ita laws, felt ,themselves driven, 
by the fearful .responsibility of membership, most carefully to weigh ita objects, 
means, and tendency ; and finding theae, upon mature examination, to be 
wholly unjllltifiable and dangerous, they were impelled, by good will to man, 
by allegiance to our government, and by the natural desire of &elf-approbation, 
to proclaim its character, and renounce ita authority. · 

To assist in publishing the secrets of freemasonry a printer waa employed. 
Against him, the malice of the fraternity was conspicuously displayed. While 
the manuscripts of ¥organ, with all the printed sheets, were supposed to be in 
the printing office, 'it was fired, in the night, by a muonic in~, with such 
ingenious preparations 88 were well calculated to insure ita speedy destruction, 
.with that of all ita contents. The c,ffice was a wooden building, of which the 
aiding immediately under the stairs leading to the printing apartment, Wll8 

smeared over with spirits of turpentine ; and cotton balls, and straw filled with 
the same combustible substance, were scattered around its foundations. The 
fire wu discovered almost 88 soon as applied, and happily extinguished. But 
the reckless determination of the incendiary, and his coadjutors, is farther con· 
firmed, by considering, that a family of ten persons occupied the lower.part of 
the building ; while the printer's assistants, six in number, always slept in the 
upper rooms. The. incendiary is known, and wu subsequently' a principal in 
the murder of Morgan. · 

Other evidences of malice against the printer haye been manifested. On one 
occasion,large numbers. of DUIIODie ruffians, armed with clubs, assembled under 
dift"erent leaders, in the night time, in the vicinity of the printing office, with the 
declared purpose of obtaining the intended publication, by violence ; froln 
which they were preYented only, by the formidable preparations to defend it, 
made by the printer~ On llnother occasion, a masonic conatable accompanied 

. and' abetted, by a crowd of his bftlthren, under a false pretence of having a 
criminal process, for that purpoJe, arrested bim,-carried him to lnleighbouring 
village,-there illep.Uy eonined him in a lodge room,.-aasaulted him, and 
threatened him with the f~eo of Morgan. By the assistance offrien~, and tbe 
exertion of his own active intrepidity, the printer at length escaped. It is a re
markable circumstance evincing extensive conee,t and premeditation, tbt, on 
the day of this arrest, all the magistrates of the town, where it took plaee, were 



.. 
-aummoned into another town. as witnesseS, and could n~t be applied to, lor anJ 
•interposition of the civil authority, to preserve the public peace, or to protect the 

· rights of the intended victim. For these otreneea, the constable and several 
others were indicted, and convicted. . 

The scene of these oeeurreneea was the western part of the ltate of New 
York •. 

Where the people are intellisent and free, such enormities as those, to which 
we have referred, could not be committed, without producing excitement. 

· E¥ery unperverted feeling, and every upright voice, anxiously claimed the im
partial nnd prompt application to them, of the appointed powers of our criminal 
jurisprudenceL Then began to draw on, that .dark eclipse, upon the vaunted 
lights of freemasonry, which, to the public eye, is rapidly becoming total, and 
throUgh the eternal shadoWs of which, nothing will be discernible hereat\er, but 
blood. 

In this alarming emergency, the agents of government seemed .paralyzed. 
Our public institutions and provisions for the preservation of tranquility, and the 
repression of crime, seemed nugatory. And without the use of other means 
than the law, and its official ministers, the moat daring and brutal inroads, upon 
our 4earest rights, would have passed oft', without effort to understand their 
origin, punish their instruments, or provide against their recurrence. No arts 
were left untried by freemasons to bailie the pursuit of truth, and defeat the ad
ministration of justice. The lion's grip of the order was upon.our courts, and 
loyalty to that, displaced fealty to the state. 
. A large proportion of the constables, justieea of the peace, lawye~, judges, 
sherifFs, and jurymen, of the counties where these acts were performed, were 
members of the society, and had taken oaths binding them, in tei'Dlll, to conceal 
each other's crimea. The high sherifl's were all masons, and at that time, sum
moned as grand jurors, at their discretion, any such men as had the common 
qualifications. In the counties of GeneBee ~d Niapra. where the frateJ:nity 
were moat afraid of criminal prosecutions, majorities of freemasons are known 
to have been corruptly returned as grand jurors. Andtheaesherift'softhese 
counties were both indicted, subsequently, as parties to the conspiracy fo~ the 
abduction of Morgan. One of them was tried and conVic~d; the trial of the 
other bas not yet tak~n place. 

Perceiving that the public functionaries, whose duty it is to initiate proceed
ings in criminal eases, were totally inactive, through cowardice or corruption 
the people, who are both the proprietors an~ beneficiaries of every department 
of government, undertook to inquire and present for themselves, in relation to 
these oft'enees; with the determination, h9wever, to use, as far u possible, the 
constituted authorities,. and in no ease, to ov"l'8tep t .. e rights ~rved to them. 
They proceeded, in the generous spirit of men, to whose enlightened views, the 
general safety aft'ords enough of m~ve ~d reward, for the most arduous exer
tion~ They called public meetings, at which hQn~st ~d intelligent committee8 
were raised, to aseeJtaia facts, an«l ~~ ~e f"hlie functionaries. APd theM· 
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eommitteea emered with patriotic alacrity, upon the performance ~home of the 
~Oit difficuJ,t .~d respoDJible duties ~of freenum. W~~out any emolument, at 
pat upenae of time and money, in defiance of _the moat malignant, perseve
ring, and in8enious counteraction of freemuons, they 8U8pended their private 
concerns, and gave themselves up to all the labours of a complicated investiga· 
tion. In these proceedings they could obtain no testimony, which waa not 
voluntary, they derived no aaaiatance from office, their motives were most veno
mously Slandered, their cond!)ct belied, and their liYes endangered. Still they 
went on, fearleaely, disinterestedly, aagacio~JBly, and !5Ucce18fully. The outrages 
had extended over six counties. It was a singular spectacle, indicative of the 
safety, and prophetic of the perpetui.ty, of our free institutions, ~ see private 
citizens traversing these counties, inquiring ~oualy and cautiously, but severe
ly, impartially, and peraistingly, into all the circumstances of crimes the most 
revolting, for the sole purpose of opening the way most likely to be effectual, for 
their judicial exposure and puniahment. 

Whatever could be done by good and wise men, without special lawful autho
rity, was peiformed, by these committees. They ascertained the principal 
facts respecting the kidnapping and murder, both as to the persons directly con· 
~rned in them, and their motives and principles of action ; and thus laid a 
sure foundation,-not for the lawful conviction and condemnation of those who 
are most ·guilty ; that has hitherto been rendered impossible, by the felon 
sympathiea and powerful interposi~ion of freemlll!onry,-but for the universal 
and endleaa execration of their crimes, and of the ~tution in which they 
o~ted. . 

Billa of indictment have been found for several of the minor oft'ences ; and 
convictions have follqwed in a few cases,--upon the confeaaion of the culprits, in 
·aome, and after protracted trials, in others. But mOiit of those, who baY:e been 
indicted, have been acquitted. In the conduct of tbeae trials, the in6uence of 
freem~ry has been constantly apparent; and the whole force ¢ it baa been 
exerted to exile truth and justice from their moat consecrated altars. 

A faithful and able atate_ofticer, whose special 4JJ!;f i~. waa made, by law, to 
institute inquiries into these offences, officially reported, in respect to the pro
ceedings of which be bad the charge, " Difticultiea which n~ver oceurred in any 
other proaecotion, have been met at every step. Witnesses have been secreted ; 
they have ~en sent off into Canada, and into different states of the Union. 
They have been a11p~ oC process being issued to compei their attendance, 
and have been thereby enabled to evade its se"iee. In one inatance, after a 
party implicated had been arrt;ated and brought into this state, (New York,) hu 
was decoyed from the custody of the individual having him in charge, and finally 
escaped. These occurrences have been so nqmeroua and various aa to forbid 
the belief, that they are the result of individual effort alone ; and they havu 
evinced the .concert of so many agentl as to indicate an e;ten~ive combination 
to screen ~m punishment, those charged with a p~U"ticipation in the oft'eneet 
.upon William Morgan." 
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The serriees of this oftleer continued tor ~tit one year. Bt other proseeu· 
ting oftlcera, and the committees, to which We have before ftnuded, many othet 
important facts laave been ascertained. All the persons· engaged, in tJieae out
rages, were royal arch masons, at the time of their perpetration, or made so 
immediately after. Many masons called as witnesses,' have notoriously com-· 
mitted perjiuy. Others have excused themselves from testifying, by alleging' 
that they eould not do so, without criminating themselves. Even since the' 
'time has elapaed, beyond which no prosecution can be laWfully institUted~ for' 
any participation in them, not amounting to a capital ofFence~ some witnes~· 
have contumaciously refused to be sworn at all ; and others, having taken the 
requisite oath, have repeatedly ret\ised to answer questions decided to be lawful, 
through the alleged feat of selt'-~ation, and that, after beidg warned· from ' 
the bench, that they would be guilty of perjury, itthey persisted in it, and were 
not actutilly implicated. in the murder. And yet, all the eonTiets, and these 
witnesses more infamous than the conVicts, are held up, by the exalted and in.; 
tluential of the fraternity, as heroes ot' fidelity to their duty, ail.d victims to the 
prejudices of-their fellow citizens. And tliey are still retained, as worthy arid·. 
~heriehed members of the order. · 

Morgan's blood was shed, without any pretence that he'liad infringed the 
laws of the land, and with little or no private malice, on the part or those 
by whom he fell. The peraons most deeply implicated, in the guilt of his fall, 
were industrious, intelligent, and reputable citizens, b<nind 'to life and to society, 
by all the UsUal ti~ They did not ··~·wtily, nor ~pt their ultimate 
decision, withoUt manitest and· painful rehletance. Before they' took hiS' life,' 
they deliberated, earnestly, ~eiltfy, and long, up6n tlieir malonic obligations;' 
These oblipti.Otls · they thoUght bmdmg. He ha~f ~ly aild essentiany 
riolated' dleitl. Tile aba:iiini~ reiUit ot ~ill their deliberations was, that he 
mustdi~ And iil1 the'.Uilde!"'rt8Ddillg·Of 8llmuomc eXpo&ition; a.,;en·as of 
common sense, if, the ·otifiptioris ~ere 1:liDdittg, they WfNe riglif, iri ' thefr d~· 
eision. 

A brave' man bad detern&ed 1o ...sv'eal the seei'efS or &eemasoriry; and ai he 
eou14 not be; )rietent~<l othenrise, his . we Was ·taken, m. coiiformity wifli . m~ 
sonida~~ Having gone thtis r~. i:ii tram!~~ the ti~lar digDitaries:. or 
the · oriiet hiiiflllsireluetanee m going· ftiiiher.. Aoo0rdiilgty; 'bt lHmter; ridi· 
eule, ancl ~resentatien, 'they ~routed to . repre88' an· mquiry iiitO: 1beu• 
eonduet. Fitiding: themselves nOt· whoUy &UeeeseM ·in . thiS; they prepared' 88 
..reB as they e()utd~ for·~ mgeiiciea'ofttra(j•dcW iD~~ wiich 'they 
were not able to avoid. · 

The most prollliQent of the eridiina1i ted~ Orie ·ot-tbe'ld ~~Self 
stained ·with 'the· m'iirilei'; and• etaiini.ng auista.m!e &onf a maohie body, in the 
cifi of New Y'Ork:; teCeiTed it, and' Wa8 e6etuaiiY lil~ to·-.pe~ ·tO a foW;i~ .. 
country. Some cont'es8ed'themse1Tes gailt1 or·suoo~. ofFeiiees~ tO pre;oeilt 
tlie · e:I:JiDlirl'lition ot wltneues~· whom· they kneW' .Ole tO ~li~ iil ·cfet!ai~; the 
toeilelt . Able' atandinc eOuiisel were employed, b)' tli~ li&tei'illt1i ·tO «Wend a. 
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crimiDa1a. Th01e who were convicted, were IIUbjecta of the deepest masonic 
II)'IDpalby, and received frequent aids, tiom organized bodies of their brethren. 

Wblle tbele varioua acts identified the institution at large, with the well 
Jmowa eriminala, and exhibited the true principles of the auociation, high in
dirid~ muons, and high bodies of the fraternity, were guilty of the grossest 
arts of cleeeption to mislead the public, and save the institution. Thompson 
and ~ who were active conspiraton in the abduction of Morgan, and 
the outrages accompanyillg it, signed a notice otreriDg a reward of one hundred 
dollan for the conviction of the otrender, who aet fire to the printing office! 

. The grand royal ucla chapter of the state of New York, resolved that inditndu
lllly ad tu Cl body, they dillclaimed all knowledge or approbation of the ab
duction of William Morgan. In thia grand muonic body upwards of one hun
dred and ten chapten were repreeented, and Eli Bmce aad .John Whitney were 
memben of it, both of whom were afterwards indicted, and conricted of the 
very otrenee specified in the resolution! And several committeea of lodges, 
chapters, and encampments, in public addreuea, pretended to surrender their 
charten, in avowed pursuance of public opinion, .while in secret,- individuals 
employed on these committees, at the time, and aftenvards, exerted every inilu
ence in their control, to auatain the inatitution. 

What, then, are the extraordinary principles of a IIOCi.ety, which requires and 
juat:ifi.ea aoeh u:traordinary acta t 

In all human governments, the principles set forth and adopted, under the 
ll&llctiona of an oath, are reprded u moat eaaential. With the loyal. no othen 
are permitted to cancel these. And u they are expreaaed with the greatest 
au•inahle penpicuity, the obvioua import of the terma in which they are con
veyed, ia always that, in which they are to be received. An oath ia taken under 
the atrongeat poaaible sanction, u intended to be used for the highest purposes, 
and the form of it ia adopted by the 1Upreme authority. Hence, the duties 
which it preacribea are of the moat imperative obliption. 

When good men join the DUUIOnic IIOCi.ety; and incoDiiderately swear to obey 
ita injunctions, without lmowioc what they are, .. everr mason does, they ; 
imagine there mast, of coune, be a reaervation in favour of all civil and aoeial 
duties. But thia ia a total miatake. The 6nt oath, and many othen in the 
Mriea, Cata111 pzecludea it. It is a ~ of the language ol the oatba, that the 
8p8Cific engagements contained in them, ahall aU be performed, "without any 
mental reservation, equivocation, or Jell-evasion of mind whatever." And any 
brother who does not 10 perform them, voluntarilyiUbjecta himself to the pen-
. a1ty of death. 

What dutiel do the maaonic oath. impose t 
The entered apprentice awean, " I will alwaya hail, ever conceal, and never ' 

nveal. any part •• oC the secreta ••• oC fteemuolll'1 which I have receivtid, am .-t to reeeiv8, or may hereafter be inatructed in,~" 
. The fellow craft·awean, " I willmpport the conatitution of the grand lodge 
• • • • • UMl co~ to all tho by-laW'It .rules, and regulationa of tJUa or &D.J 
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other lodge of which I may become a member •••• I will obey all regular •igu 
aa.d summou siven, handed, sent, or thrown to me, by tho hand of a brother 
feUow crat\ maaon, &c." 

The master maaon swelll'l, && I will not pe tho grand bailing aign of dia· 
treu, except I am in real distreu ••• 8Dd should I ever see that sign siven, or 
the word accompanying it, and the person who pve it appearing to be in dia
t~ I will fly to his relief, at the risk of my life, should there be a greater 
probability of aJ&ving his life than of losing my own •••• I will not speak evil 
of a brother maaon neither behind his back, 1101' before his face, bat will ap
prise him of all approaching danger, if in my power ••• a muter mason's 
secret.t given to me in charge 81 auch, and I knowing him to be such, shall 
remain 81 secure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, before ·communi· 
eated to me, murder and treason excepted, and they left at my own election, &c." 

The mark master swears, " I will lllppGI't the coutitution of the general 
gnmd royal arch chapter of the United Sta&e8: allo,. the grand royal arch 
chapter of this statle, &c." 

The royal arch maaon swears, "-I will aid and auist a companion royal !U'Ch 
mason, when engaged in any ditlicolty, and espouse his cause,. eo far 81 to ex
tricate him from the aame, if in my power, whether he be right or wrong. I . 
will promote a companion royal arch maaon's political preferment, in preference 
to ailother of equal qwalliicatiOOL A companion royal &lCh mUOD's 118Cl'8ta, 
given me in charge 81 auch, and I knewing him to be 811ch, ahall remain as 
secure and inViolable, in my breast as in his own,. murder and treason not ex-
cepted, &c." . 

From the first obliption of the tbrice illustrious knight of the cl'OIIII, the can· 
didate under oath receivu the followioc iDjunctiou : " To the end of your life, 
you wiD not, in CODiideration of gain, interest, or honour ,.nor with good or bad 
design, ever take any, the least ltep or measure, or be iDatnuDental in any 8llch 
object, to betray any II8Cl'8t appertaining to .alae onler aocl depee known amoag 
maaou 81 the tbrice illustrious order of the CIOI8: ebould you.lmow another to 
violate any euential point of this obligation, you will uae yaur most decided 
endeavoura, by the ble88ing of God, to bring auch penon to the atrictest and 
most condign pmiebment,.agreeably to the rules aod usaaes of our ancient fra:. . 
ternity, and thia by pointing him· out to the world 81 an 110worthy vagabond, by 
oppoaing his interest, by deranging his buaineu, by tranaferring his character 
after bim wherever he may go, and hy·exposing him to the contempt of the 
whole fiatenlity, and the world,. bat of oor illDmioua order 11101'8 eapecially, . 
-dlll'in« hi8 whole natul8llife: nothing herein going to preYeDt y~ or •1 
other, when elected to the dipity of thrice illuatrioaa, fi'GID re«eiuiog the ritual. 
of the order. Should any thrice illustrious knight, or actiag ofllcer of an:r ·• 
couacil, which may have them in hand, eYer NqUire yaur aid, in e.ny emergency, 
in deface of the recovery of the Aid eluqe, yG..r wear cbeerfully to exeraiae · 
aU aaaiatance in his :ftmnu, which -the nature of the time and place will. admit, 
weu to the aacrifice of life, liberty, and j.rof*tY, ~" From the MCODd obli·, 

• I 
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pdon W tJie I8ID8 depee, the member receiTet the following injunctiODI : 

" You promiae to lead a ,li{e as upright and jaat, in relation to all mankind, as 
you are capable of; but iD mattera of dift'erence, to prefer the inteMsta of a com
panion of the order., of a companion'• friend, for whom he plead~, to any mere 
JUn of the w.orld. You promile aever to engage in mean party strife, 001 

conapiraciee apiolt the pemment or religion of your country, whereby your 
JepUtatioa may IIUft'er, nor ever to 8880Ciate with diahoQourable men, tOr a mo
ment, except it be to secure the mtereat oC such perBOD1 his family, or friends, 
to a compaaioD, wboae De0818itiee may require thil clepadation at your hands, 
&c." From the third obliptioa of she same degree, the member swears," To 
put confideace Wllimited iD every illaatrioue brother of the eroa,-never to per· 
mit my political priaoiplea. to come counter to hilt jf forbearance and brotherly 
kindne.can op...e to prevent it, -to lOok on his·enemies as my enemies, &e." 

In the initiation of a Olllldidate u 8ll elected knipt of Nine, he goes through 
the tbnn of murderinA' a traitor, and swean, " I willre•enge the ~UR~Bination 
of our worthy master, HiraJn .A.bift', not only on the murderer~, but allo, on all 
who may betray th& eecret1 of tbil deglee, &c." 

In the depl8 ofknightl adepts of the eagle or 1Wl1 tbtn il· an expoeition 
of muonic em'Weme. Oae of theee emblems is that of a man· peeping, of which 
the expoeition ilthil: "Themanpeepillg, and whowudiscoftl'ed,and·lleized, 
and conducted to dellth, is an emblem of thoae who· come to be initiided into 
our eeeret mysteriee through a motive of curiosity, and if 10 indi8ereet ae to di· 
~their. obl.ip6oas, W!&are beuod·to cause their death,&lld :take •enpmee 
on the treason by the destruction of the traitor, &c." 1 

In th& deFee ~ biptl of Kadoall, the candidate IWe81'B "to:folltnr at all : 
times, •d in all ~. every m11tter that he il ordered; and pracril:ied by the 
ilutrioaa-koiptl ud.pmcl c:ummader, without any~," an• eBJI8" 
cially' " to INMll'ilrJe - tiaiton of:llltiDIJJJ71 ... 

8aeh are IMJiae.of W.prilloipl•'DPreued:iD their. own I.quap, wbiehare 
adoplled·ila the ~,c~epa alluded to, aDd impo1181.i' 1lp08 the members, 
'lllldeJ'.~DIOIIt:illc~eeeqt,profaae&lld~ God.is~y 
ealled·upen.to take'Dotice of:theengapmentl C«BBtained in daese•euractl; aDd 
bil .veupaac .. iaTokect, by tt.IDfJilllber upoa himlelf, ii they· are. DGt olllerved~ 
and. the -.beJ'! pWpe hll. ·life· to · the IIOCiety t to.· be 180rifieedt, iiJ., the ·meet 
~· rom.; it·he '9ioktee diem. 

Kewe deCieMMe p~plea c:8bllOt be illlapae41. '.llhqwaoe ..,....emllbcJjed 
fer•aay parpo~~&(lf'mernpeeal8ti01t. No·hwn• miad ia• cuWtihlted ·uto 
detive-aatidledeo·in·'tbeU'Ceaieapillli«m. They esob to ........ -.d were ia
~· fOI' ·tlle- ..... -and:~·"Df practical~ ftdee,whe ..... 
lhemtlleirrillel:of'uaica, are."eMIIIIilla,of1be ........... 

T-o ·there priareipWI ,M.,_ •• traitolt; 8Dd thef· re qai:ecl:hill· biOe"- fte 
betit•mea ~-the :~, who·~~of .. ttie treaehery, iD. tla8• ~,of;their 

~ allfciu~~· •o~uf~Moy agag, ilnt&ctiagta.reqailitiOii. .JJ,. 
ter-the~ety Wli ~; IIIICI~6a&eraity ~to.m.er.!.Bpia~UJie; 
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traito~, 1t8 tMe bow oUnninti.Y adapted the whole nwo.Uo macbineiy is,· to the 
accomplisltmeac o£ their object with entire impunity. The proot of the autben- · 
ticity of the revelatioas of eecediDA' ·masoll8, in which the whole machinery is 
described, _m detail, arising from the disillteteated and relueblnt testimony of ·a 
thous«nd Gl'iginal witiles&es, i& not A'feater than that arising f'tom tlie wonderful 
and exclu&ire 6meu of the machinery to produce the results we have witnessed. 
Revealed treeniasonry is a stupendous mirror, which reftects., in all their hoft'Ors, 
the exact features of that vast spirit of crime, with which this nation is- aow 
rrestlin~, fur aU that makes life de&iiahle. 

Tlie grosser parts of' this machinery, are the eeerecy, the private' signs, p8l8 

words-, token.~ g.r:ips, and oipheri; the subtler parts arG the obligations : and 
the former aie valuable only u they are capable of beitig employed to give eft'ect 
te the latter. The obligations, it will be seen, compelled such aa acknowledged 
lhem;-to passive obedi~,-to wam each odler of all approaching dange.r,
to conceal each other's crimes, e.en the most aggravated~-to extric~Q each 
r»tber from diftlculty, right or wrong,--to 1R1pport each· other's reputation in aU: 
:ases,-to oppose the interest and blast· the character of unfaithful brethren,
:o s$Cri6ce the ttaitontoffreemasonry,-to give each other dishonest preferenCes, 
in mattet8 · of difference, over die UDinitiated,-and to · ahance each others 
[M)litical preferme'ilt In opposition-to another. 

The praetical ·edleaey of these obligations we have eeen,-in 1111 the outtages 
l&mmitted to· suppress Mbrgan's publication, inclQding hii allduction abd· mur
ler,-in the violence upon the'pl'illtert and' die attem'pt to bam m.-oflice,--iD 
:be eOmlption of eoutts, sherHFs, and jUries;-in the ptu;uries' of witnesses, -in 
ilie libeku>pon· honest indiVidualS',· eGarti, .and" juries,_. tli& unlawful spiriting 
lway of titbeeireil;-in the reaeue mpenolis implicated, ..t.o wete iD the cuetedy 
)r Jaw, ..... a. the giring of mteiiigen~·.o ~who 'ftN- ill · d&nger-of~ • 
rested 88' parties; ot 8umrnott~ · aa 1ritnell'lle8, in time tat their escape, -in the 
miverald' aild JM!raeverlilg d«Ynial or ~~ by adh~ mason.,......m the appro
~riatio,n ofmoner,, by ·the' brethren·, incliriduaDy, aild'cell-vely, in aid of the'' 
wnvieta 'a'Ird · oth-et· ciiminals,-in the employmimt of stancliJil oeunsel, by tht· · 
fia:ternity, far the · impli~;---ili· the abuse· of legal fOrms;- tloWlty j• iutd a· 
rortress' ot:-tbe' ·United States· to the wont pa'rpOses of tp.umy, the lllbilrBPy'bn• 
pria"om:tlent· ot ... fellow citizen;~ tiHl good. renoW81iip Bad tllyinpadly or the ; 
100ietywit1itlie ~nndir;.......m the ~-reba~ ·~ M·wom ill ~by 
10me witheaea; who knew th W"'rit, ad tO annrilt by 0\tteri'• aftep~Mfulg inrom:. 
to lawtul qaeitiws, wtren· ~e-~'neeesaatily impli'ea'~• ot pliliieipa
tion· in mUI'Itilr,......ail iiltbe 'P01iti~'p~bit'Ot"ll'lleh-nuftlflieri ofthebredaren, 
aa is utte'rlf mebnsiatelit With· ttHt equal· rights ·of ~· . 

Can the wen inf'orme4 frie:ttdsoftie'dom tolerate a eeeietythus ·~t · 
Is it. COIIIiSteirt with · the theOl'fOi: practice of"oot mol'fftl~ ertilbU~tit. 
with any authority 'Uoderimfrom 'itself, or any safety, bUt that of' ita ~ · 
memben t It exercises ~ highest pOWers of governmeat, raises and a~~ · 
priatee money, makee and executes law. extendinc to life itself, which eaeb of 
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ita ·1ubjects, iD the aecred form of CllldU, voluntarily abaadoaa to ita authority. It . 
il a pel'DIIlellt of high priest~, and kinp, and illuatrious knights, and grand 
commandel'IJ. Aad every penon, who maiDtaiDe connexion with it, in. effect, 
ren!)UDCeS all allegiance to other gover.omenta, by swearing to perform acts en
~ly iDconaiateot with 10ch allegiance, without any mental reservation what
ever. In war, in peace, in all the busineaa· of life, every obligated maaon, is 
bound to prefer a brother Jl.l880n to other persons, and maaonic duties, to other • 
dutiel. 

Are the masonic obligations bindiq t The united voice ot all moral and 
political philollophy replies in the negative. The obligations of morality are 
iDcurred anterior to all othera : they are impoaed by authority. absolute, and 
supreme, and can never be remitted. Political obligations are a branch ol 
bloral, and partake of the same early and divine origin. We have eeen, that 
the masonic obligations are oppoeed to these, and they are seJt-aaaumed : all 
aelC-aaaumed obligations are potteriot, and have no force in oppotition to these. . 
The nature of all obligation, as applicable to the miod, implies intelligence and 
free will : no authority can impose it, where either of the~e is wanting. One of 
them is always wanting, and sometimes both, in the~ of freemasonry. No 
8"f&ler abawdity can be imagined than that an immoral engagement is ren· 
dered obligatory, by calling upon God to witness it, and to ·punish ita nonper· · 
formance. It auppoaee that ignOl'ance, vice, and presumption, by adopting the 
form of an oath, may, at will, employ the authority of the Supreme Being, 
apinst his own moat aaered aod unchanging laws. · 

. Do the oMh8 o£ freemuonry disqualify for civil tnute t Wherever they are 
reprded as obligatory they do. They are inconaietent with fidelity to the con
stitution, under which all our civil trusts are held, aod to the 81q)port of which 
they oblige ~ All foreigner~, even the lll08t enligbtened, though they may be 
perfectly hooe.t, and capable, thoush they mq reside with us .to their .life's end, 
and be practical converts to the truth and beauty of our l}'ltelns, are disqualified, 
by being the aubjeeta of other governments.. By stronger reasons., adheriJ;lg 
lteemuons are diaqualliied; for there is no government 110 adverse to oura, as 
tlaeira is, andnonewhicb punishes defection from allegiance with leu ceremony, 
01' severer penalties. Ia it a circumstance in favour of &eemaaonry, that it 
eacouragea and· supports ita subjects in the secret usurpation of wblic ofticee 
and honoura, to iocteaae ita reputation, power and in4uence t No man dare tak& 
upon himaelf the obligations of Ueemaaonry in public. ·Or if a being should be 
found lwdy enough eo to brave the most honoared decenc4le and duties of life, 
it ia not credible, . that, in all free jadgment, it would ~ot amount flo a univer
..t civil disqualification.. Shall secrecy make it oth~ t .Shall that which is 
always the incontestible badge ot shame or gujlt, whea ued to cover a IJtand. 
~ purauit, and permaneqt relations, recommend those who.wear •t to the con· 
fid~ of open h-.ned .integrity, IUld in a government pf which the fint 
priDciplea are p11b~ity, accountability, and jealousy or power t · · . 

~ .Tbe.muonic ~~on. ~es it the duty t;>f those wb9 own i~ ~u~9.rity, iD 
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all cases where other circumstances, in their prepoueued opinion, are equal, to 
prefer the interests of a brother to thoee of any other citizen. This preference . 
is tbe great purpose of ita whole organization, the moat diatinct impreu of ita 
entire character. It provides the moat crafty and eft"eetual means to make this 
preference available. These means are intended to be kept wholly CODcealed 
from all those whose equal interests and rights it proacribee : and the more cer-. 
tainly to secure this object, it makes high pretenaiona of promoting the greatelt . 
of our earthly bleuings, iclence, charity, and religion. All authentic~· 
ef its history ahow it to be aelfish, circmnventive, and,.I.ypocritical, and are little 
elae than pregnant proofs of its dishonour. Every man, who baa taken its ob
ligations, and conaiders them binding, by the clearest intimatiou of civil pru
dence and moral rectitade, is disqualified, for otlicea of power 'and bonuur, out of. 
its own unballowed precineta. 

Supposing only a part of the degrees, to which we have alluded, have been 
taken, such men cannot ..Cely be our generals, for they are bound, even in be
half of a foreign enemy, if be be a mason, to give him notice o£ all approaehiu1 . 
danger, and to stay the uplifted sword of their country's battle. ~hey cannot . 
lllfely be our negotiators for peace, against the negotiator of a foreign enemy, 
if he be a mason, for they are bound to look on his enemies u their enemiea, . 
and his friends aa their friends. They cannot safely be our legislators, for ma- . 
eonry impliedly permits them to engage in mean party strife, and conspiracies 
again~t the govermnent, if they can do 80 without 1088 of reputation,-and to 
degrade themselves, by 8880ciating with diahonourable men, fer the purpoee of . 
aecuring their interest, and that of their friends, to a brother, whole neceuitiea ; 
may require it. They cannot aafely be our executive ofticera, for they are bouDd : 
to aid a brother 80 aa to relieve him from any d_ifficulty, if in their polfel', : 
whether he be right or wrong. They cannot safely be our judges, Qr jurymen, , 
because they are bound to give a brother notice of all approaching danPJ:, .and . 
even fty to his relief, upon his giving them the masonic sign of dilb'eU, if there is . 
a greater probability of aaving his life than of lOlling their own, and llecause . 
they are bound to an unlawful partiality, in all matters of dift"ertnee between 
their brethren aad uninitiated. Our Ian intend, that all inquiriea and deter- , 
minations, by grand jurors, shall be without fear, favour, partiality, or hope of 
reward, and that all triaiJ, by petit jurors and judges ahall be decided, by the 
evidence and the law applicable thereto, and by notl:Ung elae. FJeeiDuonry . 
binds her votaria to other, and avowedly partial, grounds· of decision. Who . 
ean describe the sum of injuries and WJ'ODg& corruptly infticted ~ the world, 
through the· medium of soch otlees, by BUCh principles 1 In ~ great freehold . 
of our government, to eomer such oflices upon such ~. by tboee,wbo never 
have UBUmed the principles, or have cast them oW, would be a lelt·sacrifiee 1 

equally reproachful aDd diaaatrons. , . 
To contrive the true theory of free sovernment, is the proudest eYidence ot hu-.. · 

man intellipnce : to institute aucb a government, the moat 1lorious aehievemeDl 
ot luuDeo wildom : anc1 to 8Uitain it, with 1IDfeiJinl OOD4&&nC7 a the peatelt. 
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mooaniellt o( h-;_.man virtue. Our government is the ineStimable purchase of 
the profound rellection, painful labours, disinterested exertions, and searching 
triaJ., ol all past ages. It is tree. We believe it to be the best that ever existed, 
lieeauife, more than any other, it corresponds with the rights, and encourages 
the duties of all men, over whom it is extended; and thus, more than any other, 
seeb and promotes the improvement and happineu of its subjects. But our 
pe!Wilent cannot be oontinued, without the aetlYe, atre.;uous, and constant, 
maillteJianee of principles directly opposed to tboiie of freemasonry •. 

The fint anc! molit pn*mn~nt injunction of fieemasonry is secrecy. Ally 
violation of this it punishes with infamy and death. Secrecy i8 the shutting up 
ot the mind from communion with other minds. And 80 far as it prevails, in 

· relation to any eocial good, it is selfish, .Our, ignorant, and' restless. l.eft: abso
lutely alone, like a plant separated from the earth and the air, we should soon 
wither and die. Alld it would be no matter bcnr soon, for if it were possible to 
keep us in such a state, we should be good for nothing. Our faculties are not 
at all adapted to it. Hermits are always the most miserable men. Ascetic 

· and secluded associations have never been wise, or good, or happy. Neither 
is lreemuonry, which inculcates their worst principles, not in melancholy 
seclUsion from the world, but in the heart of it, the more .Ucceaftdly to prey 
upon it. 

.I 

A:vmuous mind c&nnot delight in secrecy. Its joyis in communion. We 
a1'e made sociable by nature. Our ~ aft"ections and OiJr highest faculties 
e1oally iitdieate it. For they can neither be expanded into ·useful action, nor 
carry With them their appropriate reward8, ·without SGCietf. Ali &OCial beings, 
it we discover usefal theta, or imp(n'tant trUths, we desire to commutiieate them 
to all, who are st18Cept'ibh! of benefitS ftoom their appli~oo. · As aB the prin- , 
ciplei' of ecienee, charity', arid religion, ate Bil&eeptib1e Of beMiieial application 
to die· whole bUilifui I'IUle, gGOO' men and good goverm:Bents ·Will impose no arti-

. fieial restrietion, upori their universal difFusion. On the ~trary, they will 
atreliuoaaly exeit th~mse~s to promote ·it. A.Da there is n(, ·human praise, 
which: impart. so mueb of the ineftlilile j<ty ~ that will aceompany the fi'A41 wll 
~ di'riirely prbftotinced :upori 'the virtuous, as that whiCh iii the hGirest ·ftouit of 
saeb exerftons. · · · 

But secrecy is not more bo~e t~ the spieading of·Uiiiiiful f8eia «tiee tioufhs, , 
tlian it · if to their diieovery. · Free :mqurry, ·tree dnetilliion, fftie ~libication, 
ar'e' e8seiltia!· · requiiitei' td · the !host Valaalile kodwledge.· ~a:· the art$ and 
aeienees, in eties aritl'theol~, all ·liberal mbtds ackno;,le.~p tJieir· idiepen
ea1Jte-importance. In the politieal oonduet·of·~. tiHrit '~ is; ifpoeai
~' 8\illmo~mamr~ They «tethe liVing 'f~·or• poemment, 
wbieb. woalc! be speedily disliolted, in tilOOd, ..ndioat 1bem. ~ man 1it!lf «Wer 
yet sufficiently •alued tbem: for they alone e:aii Melt he·reikid'-ttp:;ti; to· ope~~ 
aDd illtlftdnate' aR the pathS~ in wh'idh tke' ·nuijestle' peWter' df'riubile oji'Motl'dls
playt~ iW!lt BQt ,.masontt is oppOSed tc; tree itl~mry~ free ~. and· 
ftweoililllliaDicatifHl'; ·lta~~rispablicit;. m.~trittue;~. · It~ 
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fesaes to have ineetimable ~urea of social benefits, which it refuses to ~ 
close to any but the .amall number of_ its devoted followers. In reference to all 
others, imtead of employiDg, to communicate t~em, th_, variolis languages, in 
which f.)l the patriotism and piety, the joys and sorrows, the useful ·discoverie~~ 
and honourable designs, the undying thoughts and unfading hopes of the whole 
human family have been expressed, it conceals them; by substituting barba· 
rous signs and unoouth ciphers. It first enslaves the min~ by the ch~p of 
secrecy, then debases it by injurioua ceremonies and vile principles, and finally 
insults it by mock titles and ~imulated virtues. It ia incompetent to the sup
port of any voluable object. There is no real duty, no honest enjoyment, no 
benevolent purpose, which cannot be~er be accomplished without it. It is a 
fit system for the outlaws of humanity and hope, hating the world, and making 
war upon it. With a misanthropic caution it excludes · all the helpless and in
firm from its communion, and with the stimulated ingenuity of experienced and 
impenitent guilt, it provides against detection and exposure. Its existence in 
our country is the greatest anomaly of modem times; and it is to be accounted 
for only, by tl1e· unsuspecting confidence in their fellow citizens, natural to Qlen 
conscious uf their liberty. Aware of this trait in the character o~ our people, 
designing members of the fraternity, and those who are weak enough to find 
pleasure in its fantastic frivolities and b~oated titles, have lengthened its cords 
till they now probably embrace more than a hundred thousand of our coun
trymen. 

Of thia number, we cannot doubt, that a large proportion cherish no part of 
the spirit of the institution. Invited to join it, by its lofty pretensi~ns, in early 
life they e~tered its threshbold. And, although disgusted at every step, for 
the purpose of understanding an inatitution, which they had once consented to 
enter, they sufFered themselves to be raised to the second or third degree. 
Nothing could induce them to go further. Such were most of the masons, 
whose illustrious names have been so often abusively and boastfully arrayed, 
to shield the institution from the conswning reprobation now every where pro
voked against it, in unprejudiced minds, by its full and accurate exposure. 
These men in the bottom of their sonls have all renounced it. 

But there are other members of very different character, who adhere to it, 
with a tenacity exactly proportioned to their estimate of its adaptation to their 
evil designs. W asbington represented. it as capable uf beip.g employed for the 
base11t purposes, and never visited a Jodge, but once or twice, in the Jut thirty 
years of his life. · 

we live in an age of singular interest, and are the depositories of itnmeuu- . 
~ble responsibilities. Our ancestors voluntarily left their native seats,-broke 
up the strong and amiable ties of local association,-tore themselves from all 
their kindred, in spite of the absorbing and ingrained affections of consanguinity,, 
and planted themselves, in the most secluded and dangerous wastes of nature • 
.All the privationa and sufferings of this course, they heroically met and endured, 
to preserve the rights of ilie mind. In these are to he found all tile springs of 

L 
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liberty, eMl and reli~oua. An<l they constitute the only inec71'mptible wealth 
of the created, and uncreated, universe. By asserting them and presemng 
them with unparalleled and holy fortitude, our· ancestors laid a sure foundation 
for a most uneullied and constandy increasing fame. All social action ~com 
mendable, or the reverse, as it advances or opposes these rights. Falsehood, 
injf!stice, cruelty, oppression, murder, treason, and every other imaginable 
crime, implies hostility to them, and is therefore to be resisted nud subdued. 

f 

· These are the great truths, taught by our early history. And profoundly 
impressed upon the minds of our citizens, they cannot be eradicated. One of 
'the important inferences from them is, that individuals are not the property of 
government, but government the property of individuals, who have a right 
·to modify, change, or abolish it, u a majority of those, who constitute it, may 
think most conducive to the common welfare. In support of this inference, our 
revolutionary war was waged, and our civil constitutions adopted. And these 
glorious events, while they have sent us forward, with unpanlleled vigour and 
celerity in the road of improvement, have opened new prospects and awakened 
higher hopes, in the· great family of nations. Following our example, the peo
·ple are, every where, gradually understanding and claiming their right~~. The 
arrogant pretenders to arbitrary power are sinking mto COmparatiVe disesteem. I 

And the only just government of human origin, that of public opinion, is uni-1 
versally raising on high, and spreading abroad, the welcome and protecting I 

. ensigns of her supremacy. ' ·, 
To this government freemas()nry is wholly opposed. It requires unresisting · 

submission to its own authority in contempt of public opinion,-the claims of , 
conseience,-and the ri~~ Qfprivate judgment. It would dam up die majestic 
current of improving thoughts, among all its subjects ~dgnout the earth, by I 
"restricting beneficial communication. In attempting to do this. it has stainea 
our countrj with a brother's blood, tempted many vf our infiuentiKI ciuuns 
into the most degrading forms of falsehood, and burst away, with its puwers 
undiminished, its vengeance provoked, and its polluti ,ns manifest,'from the 
strong arm of distributive justice. 

It is one of the striking evidences of the wisdom of the framers of our eon
mitution, and a bright presage of its perpetuity • that it is fit for all emergencies. 
It contains provisions, which are abundantly adequate to the subversion of free
maso.QJ'l• Perfectly convinced, that such a subversion must be effected or our 
liberties wrested from us, let us inquire. what are these provisions 1 
. They cannot be found in our state legislatures, or in that of the union. Tbe 
·great object of legislation among us is to secure the rights, and promote the im· 
provement of the people. To do this, the powers to legislatll are defined and I 
delegated. 4nd these powers must not he uanscended, or legislation would 
'become usurpation. 4giunst such usurpation suitable cheeks are contrived, and .I 
'the people entertain a conservative jealousy. 
· All valuable discoveries, and beneficent exertions, oripate with individuals. 
To perfect these, and apply them to praetical improvement, men must be fret. 
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'They must be permitted to 8880ciate 88 they pleaae. To J-event them from 
meetiDg together aud communicating, aceording to their own inclinationa, either 
seeretly or openly, by legislation, would be, to shut out the most ueftd labours 
and the purest enjoyments of life. But for every encroachment upon the rights 
of others, men must be answerable to some competent tribunal, or all, for which 
governments are instituted, would be insecure. Such a tribunal caDDOt be a 
legUdature. . 

The meana of overtlu'owing freemasonry cannot be found in auy, or in aU, 
of our executive authorities. Theae are discreetly restrained within limits en -
tirely too narrow for such an eft'ect. 

They cannot be found in our judicial establishments. To thest' we are ac
customed to look 88 the sacred shield of right, the inviolable refuge of innocence, 
and the steadfaal avenger of guilt. They are the most trusted of our govern
mental departments. The qualities intended to be combined in them, of know
ledge, disinterestedness, and firmness ; the powers aud duties, with which they 
are invested, to inquire, to deliberate, aud to determine ; aud the means placed 
in their bands, to enforce their determinationa, upon all the wide range of pre
cious interests committed to their care, make them the most venerable and august 
of human institutiona. They come up, in the estimation of good men, and in 
the holiest attributes of earthly power, next to the sovereign people themselves. 
But against freemucinry, the most alarming experience proves their ministry to 
be unavailing. The same jealousy of delegated authority, which our spirit oC 
liberty applies to legislative and executive functiona, it allo applies, in some 
degree, to those of our courts of justice. The disabilities impoeed by the peo
ple, to prevent oppression, upon every branch of power, carved out of the great 
aggregate of the national power, constitute the true reason, why all the branches 
referred to, .are insutlicient to exterminate the evila of freemasonry. But it does 
not, therefore, follow, that no IUflicient means exist. They do exist. They 
belong to this nation by titles; which we deem forever indefeasible. They am, 
derived directly from the Most High. They have been in our pOasession, from 
the commencement of our history, though sometimes defended by blood. They 
consist in the j~t ~xercise of tbe rights reserved by the people to themselves, 
as the great constituent, supervising proprieton of the republic. · 

In the first addre• of Mr. Jeft'enon, 8s president of the United States, he 
denominates " the right of election by the people a mild and safe corrective of 
abuses, which are lopped by the sword of revolution, where peaceable remedies 
are unprovided," This is the only adequate correttive of freemasonry,-that 
prolific eource ot the worst abuses. . And to this we must resort. 

The abuses of which we complain involve the hipest crimes, of which man 
can be guilty, because they indicate the deepest malice, and the mest tatal aim. 
They bespeak the moat imminent danger, because they have proceeded from 
a conspilacy more nUJQ.erous and better organized for mischief, than any other 
detailed in the records of man, and yet, though exposed, maintaining itself, in all 
ita monstrous power. That murder has been committed, is now acknowledged 

8 



:by all. Tbat it baa been 10 committed, and the malefactors have ~ted UQder such 
authority, a.u.d have beeD 10 aided awl ~orted, as to carry the guilt of treason, 
.cannot be doubted. ~o~ from ~ crio;les, is the first duty of govern· 
ment, and tbe object {or w)lich it is jnvested with ita highest powers. But pro
tection canDOt be~~ by the ordiDary meaoa. · Shall it therefore be aban· 
doned t Shall we t'orego, in behalf of freemasomy, or through fear of it, the 
primary purpose of civil organization 1 If we are true to oUJ'IIelvea it is certain 
we need not forep it ; ~ can practically enforce it: for the rights of election 
remain. In these ~ay ~found full meana,-.not of puniehing the criminals,
but of precluding any repetition of their ~es,-of giving us that security 
againlt them, which is better than punishment, which ia, indeed, the only pro
per object o( all human punishment. Tbe use of these means we advocate. 
Our adversaries reprobate it, and represent it as oppressive and persecuting. 

,The exercise of the elective franchise is as much a function of our govern· 
ment as any Ol)e performed, by legislatures, executive magistrates, or judges. 
And the honest, intelligent, and fearleu uae of it, by all to whom it pertains, ia 
as mueh a duty, in every case, as a similar use of other functions is, in any case, 
by those to 1fhom they pertain. Such a use of the elective function is the duty 
ID08t iJPperious, because it is the great corrective, in the last resort, of all other 
.functioua. 

To say that the powers of government should not be applied to tbe masooie 
outrages at all, wolJ}d be 10 preposterous, as juatly to excite 10spicion of being 
implicat~:d in them. · Belidea, it is now too late for any persons to say this with 
eonsiatency ; for since the inadequacy of all Judicial application to them bas 
been apparellt, even adhering freemasona aay, it was not improper to appeal 
to the co\lrtjl: "punish the guily." But if it was proper to appeal to the courts, 
in the fir8t place, and that appeal has been rendered nugatory, by the criminal 
interference of freemasomy, the reason for appealing to the powen ()f govern· 
ment against the O!Jtragea, is immeasurably strengthened, not diminished. There 
is, therefore, no impropriety in 1e10rting to the elective fl'!Ulchise to correct the' 
evils of freemasonry. It invades no man's rights. I~ gives no man reason to: 
eomplain. It is no more disreputable than it is to resort to a legislature, or a 
court of law, for tbe cerrection of an evil, which they were instituted to redress. 
· W ouW it be tolera"d, for a moment~ to stigmatize aa oppression and perse
cution, a reeort to GUl' leplators, for the passage. of a law to promote the public 
sec~ity, or to our j11dicial tribunals, for the punishment of crime 1 Neither can 
it be, thus to -etigma~e a resort to the elective franchise, for . the abolishing of 
freemasonry, 1rhich is fatal to all security, and the very eharnal house of crime. 

If freemasonry ought to be abolished, it should certainly be 80 abolished as to 
prevent its restonation. No meana of doing this can be eonceived 80 competent 
as tho&~ furnished by the ballot boxes. These means· are commended to our 
adoption, by the moat urgent considerations, by their mildness, their safety, their 
sufficiency, apd the tested insufficiency of all others. They are the means pro
. Yided~ by the most venerated of our pc>litical fethers. Who sh!Ul disparage them T 
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Whoever is opposed to freemasonry and really desires its exunetion,must use them, 
or confess himself a slave or tyrant. To extinguish it, by violence, would be tyran
ny, if it were possible. To extinguish it, by the expression of honest convictions 
against it, would not be tyranny, but it cannot be aecompliahed, unless a majority 
unite in such expression; and whether they do or not, cannot be ascertained, 
without a general vote. To desire its extinction, and do nothing to effect it, must 
proceed from indolence, fear, or the imagined force of assumed obligations in 
its favour, either of which amounts to a degrading slavery. To such slavery 
who is willing to submit t In truth none, who are not opposed to using every 
other means against it, are opposed to using our elective rights against it ; and 
those who are opposed to using our elective rights against it, uniformly use 
their elective rights in its favour. The higher freemaaons are expressly sworn 
to do it. Thus they adopt a conduct, which they stigmatize in us, as oppres
sive and persecuting, and which is so, when adopted secretly, by virtue of un
lawful obligations, and fu fa\"our of a class of citizens, who associate for eecu• 
ring to themselves unequal privileges. 

Anti-masons would defend their rights, the laws of their country, and the 
tnost sacred treasures of liberty, from a fearful assault. .Seeking to pretqVe 
tllld perpetuate all the'blessings intended to be secured, by our government~ 
thel wpuld proceed, in the spirit of strict conformity with its provisions. And 
they invite all, who appreciate these blessings, to join them. They have no 
secret purposes to aecomplish,-no selfish objects to promote,-no time, nor 
means to cast away, in idle ostentation, or for useles1 notoriety;-They know 
the country is in danger ; and they come forth, fipm their retirements, to shield 
it. On their farms, in their shops, at their counters, in their offices, and at 
their desks, they have heard the wail of the bereaved widow and orphans, and, 
feeling the sympathies of humanity, they have inquired how they bec&me so. 
The anlriver to this inquiry, and the history connected with it, gave them their 
ilistinctive appellation, and compelled them publicly and openly to· unite, for 
defending the most essential objects of society. Attached ~their govenimelit, 
by conviction, habit, duty, and hope, they cannot patiently see its walls of' pro
tection overthrown, its principles undermined, or its power derided. In.their 
minds, no names of human majesty are so dignified as that ot'treemim;no eilrthty 
interests so valuable as those of the nation, and no ·coune of action so lrure to 
be commendable as that, which invites public scrutiny, and is held to a· just 
accountability. Murder and treason they cnnnot help regarding with abhor
rence, however disguised ; and will resist, whoever may perpetrate or abet them. 
Their chosen weapon of reaistance is the right of suft"rage,-a weapon of equal 
power.in every freeman's hand, and which is so tempered, as they trust, in the 
armory of patriotism, that neither the keen nor solid of freemasonry may resist 
its edge. 

Fellow citizens, are we called to be anti-masons by the best feelings of our 
nature 7 Are our objects the highest that can effect the civil ehnrnctcr t Are our 

· o1ean1 the most approvea nnd indispensable 1 Unite with us.-not for our salres, 
' J. 
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. but your own.-Aid us in working out the redemption Qf our country from free
masonry. We are misrepresented and calumniated, ns the chief public means 
of defeating the cause we have espoused. Examine by whom, and inquire into 
their motives. Be not deceived. If ihdividuala. among us are in fault, through 
ignorance, or passion, or interest, or profligacy, refuse them your confidence. 
But do not, therefore, betray your rights, and those of your country; nor let 
th01e beguile you into their support, who prefer secrecy to publicity, and fret 
masonry to republieaniam. We are for pJ.;actical, peaceable, and most necessary 
reform,-not for the destruction, but the establishment of .right. Freedom, in 
every beneficial sense, is the soul of anti-masonry. 

Further revelations of the ceremonies and principles of freemasonry are not 
required ; for these are perfectly exposed ; and the exposition is so confirmed, 
as to be incapable of material mOO:ification. It "!ill go down to all posterity 
among the undoubted records of imposture and guilt. But we cannot suppress 
our anxiety to commend our cause to the decided confidence, and active support, 
of all the nominal members of the fratenlity. Among such, there are many, 
who hav& long possessed, and who still possess, our high esteem ; and to whom 
we are attached, by the bonds of the most inseparable and holy brotherhood, 
th01e of a common nature, common wants, and a common destiny. -We 
earnestly invite them to come out, with us, i~ d~fence of our common interests. . . . • 

Our course has ~en adopted after diligent inquiry into facts, ~d an h011est 
comparison of freemasonry ~ith the first principles of civil order; imd we have 
110 misgivings. We .respectfully suggesi to them similar inquiry and compari
son. lri proportion as men do this, we find our numbers increasing, and, 
knowing the inquisitive character of the people of the United States, it is scarcely 
more in our power, than it is in our wish, to exclude the anticipation of success. 
We know freemasonry cannot m~et with their deliberate .approval. When it 
was le~ SWipected of evil, and highest in its harlequin attractions,-when that 
holiness to the Lord, which is inscribed upon its gaudy garniture, and that i 
charity with which its dark cliambers are labelled, had not been publicly detected 
as wholly counterfeit,-we know it was not a subject of their complacent re-

. gard. Shall the crimes with which it is riow ineffaceably branded, and the 
pertiliacity with which it justifies them, pass without their condemnation and 
,rebuke t Shall that ~buse of their confidence, ,which .first brought their names · 
into connexion with the mountebank retainers of the order, be an argument for 
sustaining the mountebanks, when their party coloured garments are seen drip
ping with the blood of innocence, and we perceive their power' to stiike away 
all the pledges of our. common safety 1 

We know that the private opinions of such members concur with ours.. We 
beseech them. to concur with us in giving, to those opinions, a public aud decided 
expression ; for that will make them effectual to the only end we have at heart, 
the overthrow of freemasonry. We w,ant not, and we expect not, t~e aid of 
the sinister, or the dissolute; of the slaves of office, of prejudice, of vice, or of 
faction. But we anxiously covet the association of all, who are willing, on all 
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occasions, and at all times, through e'fil re}JOrt, and through good report, to eon
tend for the great interests of ~ruth, and justice, and freedom, and that aecurity 
intended to be conferred, upon these interests,. by our laws and constitutions. 
With such we are proud to labour, and, if need be, willing to suffer: for we 
shall not labour and suffer in vain. But 11·e perceive, on all sides, the presages 
of our success ; in the unspeakable importance of" our cause; in the intelligence 
and seif-respect of our fellow citizens; in the peaceable nnd just means, with 
which alone, we mean to promote it;. in the favouring sympathies of the enlight
ened and wise of every nnme and c1ime ; and in the undergoing, insuppressive, 
and· inspiring hope, with which we mny seek, for it, the protection of that 
Great Being, in whose hanchl are aU the allotments of nations, and whose law 
is that of perfect liberty. 
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