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PREFACE. 

THE preparation ofthis briefwork was designed by 
the Editor to place before the Graft. in concise and 
systematic furm. the Organic and Statute Law of 
Masonry, together with tne construction and inter
pretation of important articles, by decisions of the 
Grand Master and of the Commission of Arpeals. • 

It is hoped that the several INDEXES wil render 
reference. in every instance, easy and convenient. 
The Index to the CONSTITUTION AND STATUTES. 
and that to the CODE OF PROCEDURE. point to the 
8eciUm in which the provision sought may be found. 
In this way they will serve for any form or edition of 
these documents. The reference to COMMISSION OF 
ApPEALS REPORTS is by the number of the Case and 
the year in which it was reported. Observe. that 
the names of Lodges and of parties, involved in 
these cases, have been carefully eliminated. The 
remainder of the text is' indexed by page8. for 
obvious reasons. 

The FORMS for dimission, etc., are those which 
have been sanctioned bY' use and authority. 

Four years have passed since the adoption of the 
Constitution by which the Craft in our jurisdiction 
is at present governed. Now is deemed the proper 
time to codiTy aad digest the accumulated laws 
and rules of procedure which have grown mean
while. 

If the work shall render the study of our law 
sufficiently easy and simple to encourage brethren 
in the acquirement of its provisions, and if Masters 
may by it be enabled to relieve the Grand Master 
from a portion of his burden~ of correspondence, 
these results will be a sufficient return to 

THE EDITOR. 



THE 

CHARGES OF A FREE MA.SON, 
EXTRACTED FROM 

The Ancient ~mrrb. of LoDGES beyond Sea, and of those 
in England, Scotland and Ireland, for the 

Use of the Lodges in London, 

TO DB BEAD 

At the making of NEW BRETHREN, or when the 
MAsTER shall order it. 

••• 
Charge L 

Q)nceming GOD and RELlGIO •• 

A M""'JI is obliged by his Tenure. to obey the moral Law; and it 
he rightly understands the Art. he will never be a stupid AtANt. nor 
an irreligious LiberliJll!. But though In Ancient Times Masons were 
charged in every Country to be of the Religion of that Country or 
Nation, whatever it was, yet Itls now thought more expedient only to 
oblige them to that Religion in which all men agree. leaving their 
particular opinions to themselves; that 18. to be good Jim ...... t ...... 
or men of Honour and Honesty. by whatever Denominations or Per· 
suasions they may be distinguished; whereby M .... onry becomes the 
centre of Uni ..... and the means of conciliating true FrIendship among 
Persons that must have remained at a perpetual distance. 

Charge IL 
Of the OIVIL MAGISTEATB Suprt1lU and lIIbordi",,", 

A Jl4I07IIs a peaceable Subject to the Civil Powers. wherever he 
reorldes or worka. and is never to be concerned In Plote and Conspira
Cies against the Peace and Welfare of the Nation. nor to behave 
himself undutifully to inferior Magistrates; for as Masonry hath 
been always Injured hy War. BlOodshed. and Coneuslon. so ancient 
Kings and Princes have been mnch disposed to encourage the 
Craftl<men. because of their PeaceableneBB and Loyalty. whereby 
they practieally answered the cavils of their Adversaries, and pro
moted the Honour of the Fraternity, whoever llouriBhed in T7 
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of Peace. 80 that If a Brother shoul<l be a rebel against the state, 
he Is not to be countenanced iu hi. Rebellion, however he may be 
pitied as an unhappy man; and If convicted of no other crime, 
though the loyal Brotherhood must and ought to disown his Rebel· 
lion, and give no Umbrage or Ground of pOlitical Jealousy to the 
Government for tho tIme being; they cannot expel him from the 
Lod{p. and bls Relation tv it remains indefeasible. 

Cha.rge IIL 
Of LoDGES. 

A LoDGB Is a Place where AlaII01U assemble and work: Bence that 
Assembly, or duly organized Society of i'rIasons, Is called a LoDGE. 
and every Br ,ther ought to belong to one, and to be subject to its 
By.Law. and tho GENERAL REGULATIONS. It is either particul .... or 
gt"IU!ral, and will ba best understood by attending It and by the Re. 
gulations of the Genera.L or Grand ~ hereunto annexed. In 
ancient Times. no Alalter or Allow could be absent from It. especially 
when warned to appear at it, without Incurring a severe censure. 
until It appeared to the Jlaater and War"""', that pure Necessity 
hindered him. 

The Persons admitted members of a L~. muot be good and true 
Hen, free born, and of mature and discreet Age. no Bondmen. no 
Women. no Immoral or scandalous Men, but of good Report. 

Cha.rge IV. 
Of MASTERS. l!lhr~en" Fellows. and Apprenticel. 

All preferment among AI....,,,, Is gronnded upou real Worth and 
personal Merit only: that so the Lam. may be .... ell served, the 
Brethreu not put to Shame. nor the Ro,lal Craft despised: Therefore 
no Malter or Warden Is chosen by Seniority. but for his Merit. It Is 
ImpoBBible to describe these thlugs in writing. and every Brother 
must attend In his Place, and learn them in a way pecnllar to th" 
Pra/en&ity: Only Candida/ .. may know. that no Alaster shonld take an 
A""...,..tice. unles8 he h .... sufficient Imployment for him. and unless 
he be a perfect Youth, having no Maim or Defect In his Body, that 
may render him uncapable of learning the Art, of serving hla 
Malter', forb, and of being made a Brother, and then a F~l/O'" Craft 
10 dne time. even atter he has served such a Term of Years as the 
Cnstlm of the ('",untry directe; a·,d th&t he ahould be descended of 
honest Pal'entl!; that An, when othp.rwise quaHlied. he mav arrive to 
t'>e Hononr of heing the WARDEN. and then the Malter oC the Lodgt. 
the Gmnd Warden. and at length the GBAND MASTER DC all the Lodgu. 
according to his Merit. 

No Brother can be a WARDEN until he has paaaed the Part of a 
F,Jlow CrRfl; nor a M.\IITER until he has acted as a Wardtn, nor 
OR\Nn W.\RDEN until he has heen a Maot ... of a ~. nor 6Jmull 
!Ohl"1" uule.s he bas been a Follow Crall before his Election. who 
I. alB., to be nobly boro, or a G<!ntlt._ .. of tho best Fashion. oreome 
eminent &lllJlar. or some curious Arc:liU<ICl. or other Art .. t, descended 
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of honest Parents. and who Is ofalngular f!I"I'at merit In the Opinion 
of the Ladgu. And for the better, and easier and more honourable 
DiBcbarge of his Olll~e. the Grand Maot.~ has a Power to cbuse his 
own DEPUTY GRAND MASTER, who must be then. or muot have been 
formerly, the Maol.r of tbe partu.nlar Ladg •• and haa the Privilege 
of acting whatever the GRAND MASTER, his Pri""ipal, should act, 
unless the aald Principal he present. or interpose his Authority by 
a Letter. 

These Rulers and Governors. "'preont and ,..bominat. of the ancient 
L&ill", are to be obeyed In their respective Station. by all the 
Bretbren, according to the o'd (Jlturge& and Rtgulatio .... with all Hu· 
mIlity. Reverence. Love. and Alacrity. 

Cha.rge V. 
Of 1M MANAGlIKBNT of the CRAFT in 'IINJ~king. 

All M_ shall work honestly on working Day •• that thev may 
live creditably on !wIg Day.: and the time appointed by the Law of 
the Land. or condrmed hy Custom. shall be obseTved. 

The most expert of tbe Fellow (Jraft.7Mrl shall be chosen or appoint
ed the Mtul.~ or Overseer of the Lord.'. work: who Is to be called 

. )U!lTER by those tbat work under him. The (Jrqf/;"""", are to avoid 
all ill LangulOlle. and to ... 11 each other by no disobliging Name. but 
Brother or F • .l/ow; and to behave themselves courteously within and 
without the Lodge. 

The Maole~. knowing himself to be able of Cunning. shall nnder
take the L(n"tl', work aa reasonably as pOSSible, and truly dlspend 
his Goods as if they were his own; nor to give more Wages to any 
brother or .A.pp~enti~ than he really may deserve. 

Both the !!RR.kr and the MaIO ... receiving their Wages Justly. 
shall be faithful to the Lord, and honestly'lInloh their Work, wheth
er Task or Journq; nor put the Work to Taok that hath been accus
tomed to Journey. 

None shall discover Envy at the Prosperlty.of a Brother, nor sup. 
plant him. or put him out of his work. If he he capable to lin ish the 
same; for no Man can IInlsh another's Work so much to the Lord', 
Prollt, uul(,.8 he be thoroughly acqusinted with the Designs and 
Dranghts of him that began it. 

When a FeUOIO Craft.man Is eho.en WuJ"dm of the Work under 
the Maoler, he shall be trne both to Maoter and Fellow., shall care
fully oversee the work in the Maoter', Absence to the Lord', 'Prollt: 
and his Brethren shall obey him. 

All MalOn. employed shall meekly receive their Wages 'wlthout 
Murmuring or Mutiny, and not desert the Maaw till the Work is 
lInlshed. 

A l/OfJfI!I07" Brother shall be instructed In worklng,'to prevent spoil_ 
Ing the Materials for want of Judgment, and for Increaaing and con. 
tlnuing of Bt-other/g L_, 
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All the Tools used in Workin,J shall bo approved by the Grand 
Lodge. 

No LablnJ.rer shall be employed in the proper Work of Jlas~71"!I; 
Dorshell\Jl'tt IDh'ons work with those that are no' fru. wlt.bout 
an urgent Necessity; nor shall they teach Labourer, and .".GCcq>1etl 
Masons, as they shonld teach a Brotllu or FeltoJII. 

Cha.rge VL 
OP BI!lLI.VIol1B. viz. 111 Uael!ollst while (Jon'titukb. 

1. You are not to hold privatG C,mmlttees. or separate Converaa
tion. without Leave from the lJ(asur. nor to talk of anything impel" 
tinent or uusoemly, nor interrupt the MtJlur or Wardenl. or any 
Brother speaking to the Masw; Nor behave yonrsellludicrously or 
jestingly while the Lodgo is engaged in what is serions and solemn; 
nor use any unbecoming Language upon any pretence wbatsoever; 
but to pay due Reverence to your JiiJIW, WIIT<lena, and FeUow. and 
pnt them to worabip. 

It any Complaint be brought, the Brother found guilty sha:ll stand 
to the a,vard and Determlnation of the Lodge. who are the proper 
and competent Judges of all such controversies. ~ unleaa you carry 
it by Appeal to the GBAND LoOOE) and to whom they ought to be re
ferred. unless' a Lord', Work be hindered the mean while. in which 
case a particular Reference may be made; but you must never go to 
Law about what eoncerneth M_MJ/, without an abBolute DeceBBity 
apparent to the Lodge. 

lBtbiiDiour after the LOOOE W 0_ 1111:1 the Sl'ubrm not fI'J'M. 
2. You m"y enjoy yourselves with innocent Mirth. treating one 

another accordiug to Ability. but avoiding all Excess. or forcing any 
Brother to eat or drink beyond his Inclination. or hluderlng him 
from going when his Occaalons call him or doing or saying anything 
offensive. or tbat may forbid an .... y and fru Conversation. for that 
would blast our Harmony. and defeat our laudable Purposes. There· 
fo ... no private PlqueB or Quarrel. must be brought within the door 
of the Lrxlg', far less any Qnarre1s about Religio ... or NaU"" •• or 
SItJU Policy. we being only. as M_. of tbe Catllolic &ligio .. above 
mentioned; we are al80 of all Natiolll. Tonguu. Kindredl, and La .. • 
guagu. and are resolved against all 'JoJltlt". as what never Jet 
conduced to tbe Welfare of the Lod{Jo. nor ever will. Thi. ClIIJrgo 
has been always 8trictly enjoined and observed; but especially ever 
since the R'filTln.a.tio" in BRITAtll. or the Dissent and Secellllion of 
these Nations from the eo .. """,ion of Ro:o:. • 
8obaDiour ... 1Im Brethren ..ott without Stranger., but "'" i .. II !ol>St 

forllltb. 
3. Yon are to salute one anotber In acourteou. manner. loB you "Ill 

be Instructed. cellinI( each otber Brothor. freely giving mutual In. 
struction as shall be tbougM expedient. witbout being overoeen or 
overheard. and without encroaching upon each. otber. or derollJ\tlng 
from that Respect which is due to anJ Brother, were he not. Muon: 
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For though aU JI_ are as Breth,.,,,. upon the IWDe L<wl. yet JIG
ttnI1'1/ takes no Honourirom a Man that he had before; nay rather it 
add. to his Hononr, eSp6clallyif he has deserved well of the Brother. 
hood, who must give Honour to whom it ia due, and avoid .U JI_ -. 

l8c"nlour in ~ of Stranger. MI !Dh'on'. 
I .. You shall be cautious In your Words and Carriage, that the moet 
penetrating Stranger shall not be able to discover or tlnel ant what 
Ia not proper to be Intimated: and sometimes you shall divert a dl ... 
course, and manage it prudently for the Hcnour of the Worlli.pjIU 
FrtUt17lily. 

llt"oolour al HOllO!! cmd '''YOU'' Neighborhood. 
S. You are to act as becomes a moral and Wise Man; particularly 

not to let your Family, Friends, and Neighbours know the COIlC4!I'IU 
of the Lodge. &c., but wisely to consult your owu Honour, and that 
of the ancUnt Brotherhood, for Reasons not to be mentioned here. 
You must also consult yonr Health, by not coutinning together too 
late. or too long from Home, after Lodge honrs are past; and by 
avoiding of Gluttony or DrunkenneBS, that your Fam1l1ea be not 
neglected, or iDjured, nor you disabled from Working. 

l8cl)aoiour I""",rd.t a Strange Brother. 

6. You are cautiously to examine him. in such a Method as Pru. 
dence shall direct yon, that you may not be imposed upon by an ig. 
norant false Pretmdtr, whom yon are to reject with Contempt and. 
Derision, and beware of glvin/( him any hints of Knowledge. 

But If you discover him to be a tnte and genuine Brother, you are 
to rBSpcct him accordingly; and if he is in want. you must relieve 
him if you can. or else direct him how he may be relieved. You 
must employ him some days, or else recommpnd him to be employ. 
ed. But you are not charged to do beyond your ability. only to pre. 
fer a poor Bro/Iitr, that is a good Jlrm and trw, betor<! any other poor 
people in the same circumstances. 

FINALLY, All these (fhor!1t' you are to observe. and also those that 
shall be communicated to you In anot"',. 'lDay; cultivating BlloTHEBLY 
LoVE, the Foundation and Capestone, the C."",nt and GImy of this 
Ancient Fratemily. avoiding all Wrangling and Quarrelllug all Slan. 
der and Backbiting. nor permitting others to slander any honest 
Brother, but defending his Character, alld do'ng him all good Of· 
ftees, a8 far as is consistent with your HOfIour and Safety, and no 
farther. And if any of them do you Injury, you must apply to your 
own OJ:' hla Lodge; and from thence you may appeal to the GRAND 
LoDGE at the quarterly en ........ nieation. and from thence to the An· 
...... 1 GRAND LoDGE. as has been the ancient laudable Conduct of our 
Forefathers in every nation; never taking a kgal COU,.u but when the 
case cannot be otherwise decided, and patiently listening to the 
hone.t and friendly advice of JlfUller and Fe!l6w., when they would 
prevent your going to Law with Stra7l{Jt:r" or would excite you to 
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put a speedy Period to all La", ... i". that so you may mind the Ajf(Jir 
of JrIAS<INRY with the more Alacrity and Ilucccss; but with respect 
to BTOtI""..or Fellow. at Law, the Maller aud Brtth.-m shonld kindly 
olfer tbir Mediation. which ought to be thankfully submitted to by 
the contending Brethren; and if that submi.sion Is impracti .. ble, 
they must however carry on their Proctu. or Law ... it. without Wrath 
and Rancor (not in the common way) saying or doing nothing which 
may hinder B • ."tI.erly Lore. aDd good Offices to be renewed and con
tinned; that all nlay Reo the bt7Iign IfljlWflct of MAIIONRY. aa all true 
JI_ have done from the Begino1ng of the World, and will do te 
tho end of Time. 

tlmen '0 mOle it ~ 



CONSTITUTION AND STATUTES 
01' TUB 

01' 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS 

01' THB STAT. 01' NBW YOu. ... , 
THB Free and Accepted Masons otthe State of New York, by their 

Grand Officers and Rcpresenbtive8 in Grand Lodge assembled, at an 
Annual Communication thereof, in accordance with existing Consti
tutions and LaW8, do ordain and establish the foliowing Constitution 
and Statutes: 

CONSTITUTION _ 
ARTICLE I. 

OIIM GJ"tIfUl Lod.ge. 

I 1. The style ot this Grand Lodge shall be .. THB GRAND LoDaB 
01' FREB AND ACCEPTED MABONS, 011' TUB STATE 011' NEW YORlt." 

• 2. The government ot Free and Accepted Masons Is reposed: 
1. In GRAND LoDGES; and, 
2. In SUBOBD~ATK, or PARTICULAR LoDGES. 

I S. This Grand Lodge haa supreme and exclusive jurisdiction 
over all mattors of Ancient Craft Mascnry within the territorial 
limits of the State of New York. 
• l_ This Grand L~dge shall be composed ot all Its Grand Officers, 
the Past Grand lolasters, Past Deputy Grand Masters. Past Grand 
Wardens. Past Grand Tre ... urers. Past Grand I'lecretaries, and one 
ropresen-ative from eaeh Lodge, who 8hall be the Master, one oftbe 
Wardens in ","der of seniority. or a proxy duly apPOinted by the 
Lodge, the members of the Commission ot A ppeals, according to 
the rule. prescribed by the Constitution of this Grand Lodge, and 
also of all Buch Past Master. of Lodges under this jurisdiction ... 



CONSTITUTIONS AND STATUUES 

we~d elected and Installed and served one year In the chair of 
MaIIter prior to the 31st day of December. 1849. Dnt It may at its 
pleasnre. and by duly altering Its Constitution. enlarge or diminish 
the numbers and qualification of Ita members. provided no one can 
be a member of this Grand Lodge unless he be a member of BOrne 
Lodge witbln this jurisdiction • 

• 5. Tbe following Gmnd Omcers shall lie elected annually at the 
Annual Communications of this Grand LodllC: a Grand Master, 
Deputy Grand M .... tpr.l!enior Grand Warden, Junior Grand Warden, 
Gmnd Treasurer. Grand Spcretary. 

The following Granlt Omcers shall be appolnte,l by the Grand 
Maswr at the Annual Communication. or within thirty days after the 
close thereof. or as vacancies may occur. to hold omce during his 
pleasure. namely: • 

A District Depnty Granl\ Master for each Masonic District, three 
Grand Chaplain •. a Grand \IIarshal. Graud Standard Dearer. Grand 
Sword Dearer. four Grand Stewards, a Senior Grand Deacon, a Juulor 
Grand Deacon. a Grand I.ectorer, a Grand Librr.riau. and a Grand 
Pursuivant and Grand Tiler. 

16. The Grand Lodgc shallmeetannually In the Clty of New York, 
on the first Tuesday of Jnne. 

Special Communications msy be eaUed by the Grand Master, but no 
Legislation atfecting the general interest of the Craft shall be made, 
repealed, or changed, except at the Annual Communication. 

I 7. The represeutatlves of ten Lodges. convened on due notice to 
all the Lodges. shall be indiopenBBbly necessary to open the Grand 
Lodge or transact business therein, exeept ou occasions of ceremony, 
when the Grand Master. or hi. representath'e, with a lumclent 
number of brethren. may open the Grand Lodge o.nd tranoact the 
business for which it is called. 

I 8. The elective Grand Omcera shall be chosen by ballot. and by II 
majority of votes. unless there be but one candidate in nomination, 
when an election may be had by ahow of handa. 

I 9. When the Grand M •• t~r ahailbechosen from the City otNew 
York or the City of Brooklyn. the Deputy Grand \IIaswr ahall be 
chosen from aome other portion ot the State; and whcn the Grand 
Master shall be chosen from auy portion of the State other than the 
City of New York or the City of Brooklyn. the DpputyGrand Muwr 
mU8t be cbosen from the oaid citie.. 'rho Orand Treasurpr and 
Grand Secretary .hall be chosen from said cities. The Senior Graud 
Warden and Junior Orand Warden shall be chosen from Bome part 
of the State other than the .ald cities. A residence of four month. 
Immediately previous to Buch election .hall be required to comply 
with tbl8 section. 

S 10. Whenever a vacancy ahall occur In any Grand OlIlce. the 
Grand Master may appoint any member of the Grand Lodl/o to di.· 
charge the duties of the omce till the vacancy shall be IIlled at the 
next Almual Communkatioa 
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111. Each member ot the Grand Lodge, except the Grand Tiler 
lhail have one vote as Buch. 

I 12. It represented by the Master or other representative. each 
Lodge shall be entitled t.> three votes for an1 number of members 
Je •• thau one hundred. and one additional vote for each additional 
lIfty members exceeding the I1rst I1fty. 

I 13. No person shall act In Grand Lodge .s proxy of a Lodge un
le.8 he shall bave been elected and installed lI4aIiter of a Lodge, and 
be a member of a Lodge nnder this jurisdiction. nor until there 
ohaU h,ne been Illed wi th the Grand I:!ecretary "certificate of hi. ap
pointment; such certillcate to be signed by the M .... ter of tho 
Lodge .ppointing him, attested b,. ita seal and the sillnature oC the 
Secretary. 

I U. None but members ot the Grand Lodge (Orand Omcel'll. Pa.t 
Grand Oftlcers, and representatives of other urand Lodges excepted) 
&hall be present at the opening of thc same. or at an election, nor be 
admitted at an,. time, Bave b,. uuaulmouB consent of the Grand 
Lodse. 

I 15. Every omcer and member or the Grand Lodge must be • 
member of a warranted Lodbe under this Juri.dictlon. 

ARTICLE II. 
Of the l'oWCN of til. Grand lAdfl'. 

I 16. The powers of this GrWld Lodge are: 
1. Executive, 
2. Legislative, and 
3. J uuicia!. 

§ 17. All general governmental powers, whether exccutlve, legis
lative. or judicial, aud alllJowera necc8so.ry to enforce or carry iuto 
efl'oct the provi.ion. oC this Constitution, are reposed in the Grand 
Ledse. 

D l~. The judicial powers ot this Grand Lodge may be exercised 
by the Gran,1 Lodlle, or de:egated, and sre: 

1. Origill8l: Embraciug all matters of controversy which may 
arise between any of the Lodses under it. Juriadiction Lr 
the memberH of difl'crent Lodges, and tue enforcement of 
discipline upon ita own members and the Lodge. under its 
jurisdiction, and upon ullSftlliated ~Ia.ons. 

2. Appellate: Emhraciug all watter. of controversy and disci
pline over which it has or has not original jur.stllction. 

ARTICLE III. 
Of X<uonic Law and Stattdu. 

I 19. The action of Freemasons in their Grand or subordinate 
Lodges, or In their individual character, is regulated and controlled: 

1. By ANC1ENT LANDMAIlKS; or. the unwritten Law of lIlasODl',.; 
2. By Wnl'I'IEN CONST1TUTIONS, and General or Special Legis .... 

tion;and 
3. By USAGES, CUSTOlIIS. RULES. EDICTS, RESOLUTIONS, and law

ful judicia! action. 
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I. 20. The Ancient Landmarks are those principles of Masonio 
government and polity which are the only part of Masonic law or 
rulo of governmeut that may never be altered or disturbed. and 
such of taem a.are lawful to be.written are usually. but not wholly. 
en,:;rafted in written Constitutions and General or Special Legislation. 

§ 21. C,n.tltut:ons are thoso written compacta or laws adopted by 
Freemasons ror the government of a Grand Lodge. and ita subordi
nate LOllg.R. and their members-including fundamental provisions, 
constitutioually adopted, that are inteuued to iJo perruaueut in their 
character 

I. 22. General or Special Laws. Usage •. and eURtoms' Rules. Edicts. 
and Resolutions ar .. those Masoni" rnleo of action adopted, by com
petent authority, for local or temporary purposes, admitting of 
change at convenience, and net embraced in Ancient Landmarks or 
Constitutions, and are hel'ein termed Statutes. 

ARTICLE IV. 
Of the PollJOrl and Duti .. of Grand OjJicn-,. 

I 23. The Gl"8lld Master has power: 
1. To convene any Lodg .. within the jurisdiction. prealde there

in, Inspect it. proceedings, and reqUire ita conformity to 
Jdasouic rules. 

2. To reqUire the attendance of, and information from any Grand 
Officer respecting his office. 

8. To suspend any elected Officer of a Lodge trom the functions 
of his office for just cause. 

,. To suspend the warrant of a Lodge for just cause until the 
next Annual Comm.unlcation of the Grand Lodge. 

II. In case of a vacancy in the offices of Muter aDd Wardens of a 
LOjge. to grant a dispensation for an election to Illl BUch 
vacancies. 

6. To grant a dispensation to a Lodge to elect or In8tall its om
cers, wben such Lodge may have failed to elect or install ita 
Officers at the proper time. 

V. To grant a dispenastlon for s new Lodge, under the restrlc· 
tions of the Constitution and on the petition of at least 
seven Yuter Masons. 

8. To grant such other dispensations as may be applied for in 
accordance with the Constitution. 

9. To appoint Representatives of this Grand Lodge near otJ{er 
recognized Grand Lodges. and to receive and IU'credlt Rep
resentative. of other recognized Grand Lodges Dear. this 
Grand Lodge. 

10. To appoint such Officers as may be required under !hi. Con
stitution. 

11. To do .uch other things as are inherent In and pertain to hlB 
office. and arc not In conllict with this Constitution. 

I 2'. It is the duty of the Grand Master: 
1. To preside In the Grand Lodge. 
2. To exercise all the executive functions of tho Grand Lodge 

when it iB not in _don. 
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• 25. In caoe ot the death, abeence, or Inability ot the Grand Mao

ter, or of a vacancy In his office, the Deputy Gran,llIInFtcr, Senior 
Grand Warden, and Junior Grand Warden will In Buccesslun ..... um8 
hi. prerogatives, powers, and duties, for all l>UI1)().e •• 

• 26. The Deputy Grand Master has power todisrharge Buell ex .... 
cutlve fnnctlon. of the Grand Lodge .... may be delegate,l b him by 
the Grand M .... ter, and Buch duties a. may be Imposed by this Con
stltntion. 

§ 27. It shall be the ,luty of thp Grand Warden. to as.l.t in the 
alJairs of the Grand Lodge, and diligently to endeavor to preserve 
the Ancient Landmarks throughout the jnrlsdictiou. 

S 28. It shall be the duty of the Grand Treasurer: 
1. To take charge of aU the fnnd., l'roperty, securities and 

vouchers of the Grand Lodge, (Iepo.iting the same in some 
depository to be approved by the GrandllIaster, in the name 
of the Grand Loelge. payable on Ilis ordpr as Granel Treasurer. 

2. To pay all orders dilly drawn ullder general regulations Or 
special directions of the Grand Lodge, aud certified by the 
Grand Secretary. 

S. To attend ou the Grand Lodge or its presiding • officer, when 
required, with the books and all docnmeds relating to his 
office; and, when required, the meeting of any Committee 
whOBe duty it may be to act in relation to the fiscal concerns 
of the Grand Lodge. 

4. To report annually to the Grand Lodge tbe IOmonnt of his re
ceipts and expenditures by items. and frol11 wh"l11 and wben 
received, and to whoql and when paid, aud the amount of 
securities in his hands for funds invested by the Trustees of 
the Perrullllent Fund. , 

6. To execute and file with the Grand Master an official ·bond, 
with .ureties, and In an amount to be approved by the Grand 
Master or Deputy GrM"t 1I1aster, at the commencement of 
t!ach term of omes, and to bo renewed. as to &nlOUllt or sure
ties, whenever reqnlred by the Graud Mastor, conditioned 
that he will payor deliver on demand to tbe Grand Lodge, 
or to his Sl1CCe8S0r in office. all funds and property of tbe 
Graoo Lo,l!!e that .hall come to his hands as Grand Treasurer 
and remain unexpended; and. 

6. To pay and deliver, at the expiration of his term, to his suc
~c .. or in office, or such person as shall be designated by the 
Grand Lodge, al\ ruoDeys, secnrlties, evideuces of debt, 
books, wrifings, and property of the Grand Lodge under his 
control. with all proper assignmen ts whelluecessary. 

I 29. It sball be tbe dllty of the Grand Secretary: 
1. To record tho transactions of tbe Grand Lodge. 

• ~. To register aU initiates and members of Lodges under tbls 
Jurisdlct:on returned to him for that pnrposo, with the par
ticulars sct fortb in such returns. 

S. To rpceive, (luJy file ... nd safely keep all papers and documents 
. at the Gran,l Lodge. 
'- To· sign &lld certify aU in6t~eutB from the Grand Loc1ge. ./ 
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6. To receiTe aud keep a proper account of all moneys of the Grand 
Lodge, with dste of tlleir "ecelpt, and pay over the same 
promptly to the Gr .. ud Treasurer, tsking his recdpt therefor. 

6. To report a1lllnaUy to the Grand Lodge tne amount of money 
received by him, by items and date., and the specific sources 
from which it was received; also the Lodges tIlat have neg· 
lected to 1 e::lder proper returns of their elections, members 
and dues, and such general Information as to the state of tho 
Lodges as umy be l'roper for the inforUlBtion or action of the 
Grand Lodge. 

7. To conduct lue correspondence of the Grand Lodge, un.ier the 
direction of the Grand Master, and in a Musonic wanner. 

8. To attend, with any books. papers or writings under hiB con
trol, or In his CUtitody, on all meetings of the Grand Lodge, 
and whenever required by the Grand Master or Deputy Grand 
Master, on the requisition of the Grand Master; and alao to 
attend upon the "rand Master or Deputy Grand Master, on 
Masonic busine.s when required. 

9. To keep his ollice open. for the transaction of Masonic busi
ness, at least live hours each day, except Sundsy, of which 
public notice shall be given. . 

10. To transmit to the several Grand Lodges. in correspondence 
witll this Grand Lodge a certilicate of the election of Grand 
01llcers, immediately thereafter, contalnlng their signatures, 
reopectively, aud authenticated nnder his hand and seal oC 
the Grand Lodge, with a requeat for a ainlilar documenC 
from each of said Grand Lodtles. 

11. To notify each of the Lodges, in any Masonic District, oC the 
appointment of a Diatrict Deputy Grand Master for that 
District. and to furnish each District Del>uty Grand Master 
with aUst of the Lodges in hlb District. and to furnish blank 
forms for the BUU\l.II.I atatemenls of District Deputy Grand 
Masters. 

12. To prepare ,forms of Registry and Returns of the Elections, 
blanks for TlLbular statement. of Dititrict Deputy I>rantt 
Masters, and CerUlicatea "f the AppOintment of Froxies, in 
accordance with the Constitution, a.ud to 1uruiah two copies 
of each to each Lodge annualiy. 

13. To keep an Alphabetical Register ot all rej~ctions olllcially re
ported to him 1'rolU Lodges, Bpecifyinll tho elate ot Buell re
Jection, tile age. occupation and residence of tLe per.ou re
Jected, al1d Buch otller information 118 may be embodied in 
such reports. together with tile name and Dumber or tho 
Lodge from which received, aud at all proper time. to fur· 
nish the free inspection of sald Register to alllilaster Masons • 
in good standiug. 

I 30. It shall be the duty of the Grand Chaplains to atten. the 
Graud Lodge and to conduct its religious services • 

• 31. It Bball be the duty ot the Grand Marshal. Grand Standard 
Dearer, Granel Sword Bearer, Grand Stewards, Grand Deacons. Grand 
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Pur8u1vant aD4 Gl"aCd TUer to perform luch dutle. as pertain to 
their oJBC28 • 

• 32. It shall be the duty ot the several Omeer. ot the Grand 
Lodge, ill additiou to the dutle. herein specially lUentloned, to per. 
form such other dutle. appertaining to their omces as sball, from 
time to time, be directed by the Grand Lodge, or Graud Master, un. 
4er the provision ot tWa Constitution, 

ARTICLE V • 
..v""",ic DUtricl. and ~h. Power. aM Dutiu of Dirlricl lJ9nI.t, 

G.'aM Alalterl. 
I 33. The existing Masonic Districts shall remain as now organ. 

tzed, subject to alterations by the Grand Lodge at any Annual Cow. • 
... lUli",,-Uon. , 

I M. Every District Depnty Grand Master shall he well skilled In 
the Standa.rd Work of the three Degrees of Ancient Craft Md80n17, 
and in the cnstoms and usages of the Craft; he shall be a Master or 
Past Master, Il!ld a !!/lember In good standing of some Lodge In the 
District for which he Is appointed, lind shall receive a warrant of hi. 
appointment, signed by the Grand Master and attested by the Grauel 
Secretary • 

• 35. Each District Deput,- G .... d MUter shall have power. and It 
Ihal\ be his duty: 

1. To appoint Commissionera to hear and determine matters ot 
controverBY that ruay arise in his District. 

2. To vi~it oillcially every Lodge in his District, at a stated or 
special communication thereof, at least Ollee duriug his 
term, it practicable: and all necessary expenses incurred by 
him, while in the discharge oftm.duty, shaU be paid by the 
Lodge so visited. 

8. To presido in each Lodge upon the occas!on of his omciai 
visit after it is opened: to examine its books and reeoras, anel 
see if they are properly kept: to inform him.elt of tha uum
ber of members. and the punctuality and l'egularity of their 
attendance: to ascertain the state and condition of the Lodge 
in all respects; to point out any errors he may ascertain in 
their conduct and mode of working; and to instruct them in 
every particular whel'ein he shall11nd they may reqnire or 
may desire information, and particularly to recomruend at
tention to the moral and benevolent prinCiples of Masonry, 
anel cantion in the admi .. ion of candidates: to determine and 
order in what cases a member, aUeged to ha\'e been illegally 
stricken from the rolls, rendered unamUated, or suspended 
for non-payment of dues only, shall be restored to the rolla 
or reinstated; and if he discover in his District auy Masonio 
error or evil, to endeavor to immediately arrest the 8ame by 
Masonic means, and, it he judge it expedient, to speciaU7 
r.port the same to the Grand Master. 

'- To receive and secure the !'nuds and property of any dormant 
or extinct Lodge in hiB DiBtrict. 
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\ 6. To prepare. on bllmkR t~ be fumlRhed by the Grand Secretary, 
a Rtatement in tabular form of the condition of each Lodge 
in his Distrid for the year cndlng en the first c~.y of May in 
each year, a"d trausmlt such statement to tile Grand Secre
tary. to be by him laid before the Grand Lod!:8. 

6. To l,repare a repOl·tror the ~'ear ending on the first dRY of lray 
in each year, on the general condition otMasonry In his DI .. 
trict, and of his acts therein, with such particular. as he may 
deem neces.ary, and transmit such rpport to the Grand Mas
ter on or beforo tbe IIft.enth day of May Itl each year. 

7. To p<'rform such other .et'\1~es 8u,1 executh'e dut"'. as may 
be deputed or Intrusted to him by the Grand Muter or by 
the Grand Lodge. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Of lYork and Lectura, 

I 36. The Grand Lecturer shall be a Master or Past Master, of Ma
sonic skill aud len ruing, and .hall have power to allpolnt one or 
more competent a.slstont. in each judicial district of this State. 

I 37. It .hall be the duty of the Grand Lecturer and his aSRi.tonts 
to Impart the Rtondard Work and Lectnres approved and determined 
by the Grand I,ocl!:p, to the Lodges or brethren in this jurisdictIon, 
in such manner as the Grand Lodge may prescribe. 

138. Every Lodge shall adopt and/ractice the Stondard of Work 
Rnd Lectnrps imparted by the Gran L~cturer or Assistant Grand 
LPotnrer8, and no other; and any LodJ!'e "Io)nt:ng this provision 
without expl'e8s authority from this Grand Lodge. shall be subject 
to punishment. 

I 39. Any Freemason not duly authorized, who shall impart any 
Work or Lectures, except in the Instruction ot an actual candidate, 
sball be subjp~t to discipline; but thi. shall not apply to the Jlfaster 
or Warelen. of 1\ Lodge, or any Present or Past Master, or competent 
brother in,'Ited by them. 

ARTICLE VII. 
Of lh .... fMJ and Fund •• 

§ 4.0. The revenue of this Grand Lodgo shall be derived from the 
following sources: 

1. For ever~' Dispensation te form a new LodJ!'e . . . . . . . . $100 00 
2. And if a Warrant shall be afterward granted, the ad-

ditionalRulll of ................................... .. 
S. For e"ery Grand Lodlle Diploma .. " .. . .. . . . . ... . .. . 
,. For every Grand Loc1lle Tra,'ellng Certificate .•••••• 
G. For every person Initiated Into a Lodlle ... '. . ...... 

~3 whereof shall be appropriated to the Increaso of 
the HaJJ and Asylnm Fund. 

6. For the ",\loinlng fee ot every Master Muon and E, 
A. or F. C .• from wtthout the jurisdiction ......... . 

7. For re~l.try fee ot evcry adjoining member or En-
tered Apprentice Jl)&de ........................... . 

2000 
200 

150 
SIlO 

GO 
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8. Every Lodge shall pry for each of its m.,mbers annu· ally................................................ 60 
9. Every Lodge shall pay for ,each of it. members annu· 

ally, for the perio.! of live yelLl'S....... ........ .... 60 
which shall be appopriated to the Hall and Asylum 
Fund. 

I 4.1. Every Lodge shall pay a full year's dues on all members em· 
braced in it. last previous return, but no dues for member. made or 
affiliat.,d during the year for which the return iB made. 

§ 42. The management of the permanent funds is vested in a Board 
of Trnstees, denominated the Trustees of the Permanent l!'uud. con
listing of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Warclells 
and Grand Secretary, au,l all the invested fUllds of the Grand Lodge 
.hall be placed under the managemeut and stand in the nlLlDes of the' 
Baid Trustees, whose duty it shall be to take the best measures for 
the security and incrcaBe of said funds. and to invest frolll time to 
time, as a lllajority may decide upon. all money which shall come 
into the hands of the liran,l Treasurer, after paying salaries. repre
sentstives and rent. audafter leaving in his hands for charitable and 
contingent purposes, such SUIll as the Gran,l Lodge may, from time 
to time, direct. The said Trustees shall deposit in the hands of the 
Grand Treasurer the security and vouchers of the said invested funds, 
and sballnot have the power to appropriste any part of the invested 
fund without a vote of the Grand Lodge at the annual communica
tion. a 43. The accounts of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary 
_hall be examined, and the items compared with the vouchers quar
terly, by a discreet Committee of three Brethren-Past Masters, Mas· 
ters or Wardens-from different lodges, to be appointed by the Grand 
11_ster or the Deputy Grand Master, and such committee Bballlllake 
anll. certify their report to the olllcer appointing them. 

ARTICLE VllI. 
. Of Salaries of OjJU:ers and the Pay of .ReprtmItatillU. 

§ 44. The Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary. Grand Lecturer, Grand 
Pnrsmvant. and Grand 'I'i1er shall each receive such stated compen .... 
tion for his services a8 the Grand Lodge Bbali direct, which compen .... 
tion shall be fixed before said officers or any of them are elected or 
appointed. and shall not be altered at any time so as to alfect the in· 
cumbent in office. 

ARTICLE IX. 
Of Warranted Lodgu. 

I (5. A warranted Lodge consists or a Master, a Senior Warden, a 
lunior Warden, a Treasurer, a l:Iecretary, a Benior Deacon, a Junior 
Deacon, a Tiler, and as Jll8.ny members as may be convenient, con
gregating and working In pursuance and by Virtue of a warrant hold 
under the authority of a Grand Lodge having lawfuljurisdiCltion over 
It. • 

I (G. The powers, duties and privileges of a Warranted Lodge 
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nuder this jurlsdi~tlon are snch as are defined by Its warJ'lnt, bi 
the Constitutiou of this Grand Lodge and the Ancient Landmarks. 

They are divided into: 
1. Executive: The Master has the primary executive power 01 

the Lodge. 
2. Legislative: Over all matters relating to Its Internal eoncernR. 

1I0t ill dero ...... tlon or the Ancient Landmarks, the Constl. 
tution of this Grand Lodge. or of Its own particular By-Laws. 

8. Judicial: In tbe excerclse ot discipline and the hearing and 
determining of controversies. 

ARTICLEX. 

OJ the DillIOlulimo oJ Lodll"jj,;::"::::Mtder oJ atld Fbrfritu"n nJ' 

147. A Lodge can be dissolved only by the snrrender or forfeiture 
of it. warrant. 

S 48. The warrant ot a Lodge can be surrendered only .. hen there 
eanlIot be found among it. members seven brethren duly qualified 
desirous of retaining the same. 

I 49. A Lodge may forfeit its " ... rrant by: 
1. Contum&C;Y to the authority ot the Grand 10laster or Grand 

Lodge. 
2. Departu!'e from the original plan of Masonry and Ancient 

Landmark •• 
8. Disobedience to t.he Constitution or Laws. 
t. Ceasing to meet for one year, and 
II. Neglecting to make returns and pay dnes for two yearl. 

1110. No "''arrant or a Lodge can be declared forfeited except npon 
charges regularly made In Grand Lodge, at Its AUllual Communication 
of which charges dne notice shall be I{lven to the Lodge, and an op
portunltyafforded of being heard in its defellce. 

I 51. Tbe surrender of a warrant, when approved. or tbe forfeiture 
of a warrant, wb~'\ declared by tbe Grand 1.o4ge. sball be r.on~lnsh·e 
upon tbe Lodge and its members, and all the property ot the :u.dge 
Bh:l11 become t.he property of. and mnst, on demand. be 8nrrelld'red 
to tbe Grand Lodl(e. or ita anthorlzed agent, by the perRon or per. 
Rons baving its eU8tody. 

I 52. The warrant of a Lodge may be suspended by tho Grand 
Lodge or "rand Ma8ter, at any time, npon proper eauso ~hown; 
which suspenBion when made by the Grand Ma8ter, Bhallllot extend 
beyond the next Annual Communication or tbe Grand Lodge. 

ARTICLE XI. 
DUpmI<ItiOflJlfnl' Nt.1D Lodgu. 

I 58. No dispensation to rorm a new Lodl1e In tho Rtate of lie" 
York shall be i.sued without the reeommrndatkn of all the Lodgu 
whose .turl8,liction would be effected by such new Lodge. except In 
cities; nor in any city except npon the reeommendatlon or at leRst a 
majority of all the Lodges in such city. nnles. snch city 8ball ~onpfot 
of more than one l\Ia8Onic DiBtriet, in which case tile consent ot a 
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~orlty of the Lodgea In the Dlatrlct In which It 18 Bought to locate 
such new Lodge shal.l be Hulllcicnt; nor within three montbs next 
preceding an Annual Communication. nor without the certillcate of 
a warranted Lodge. whose jurladiction would be ed"ected by such ne .. 
Lodge, that the proposed Muter and Wardens of .uch new Lodge 
have exhibited their work In the three degrees ot Ancient Craft Ma
IOnry in said warranted Lodge. and that such propo.ed Master IWd 
Wardens are well skilled in the said Work. and are competent to 
confer said degrees and Impart the lectures thereof. and tha.t allot 
tho petitioners for such Dispensation are In gOM Masonic standing; 
nor without a good and sutliclent certificate that each of the atiiliated 
petitioners for such Dispensation has paid all his due. to the war
ranted Lodge of which he Is a member. nor unle •• the certificato of 
d1mi.slon. or its equivalent, of each of the unalllllsted pet.tionera 
accompanies such petition. 

ARTICLE XII. 
Of Membership. " 

§ M. Membership In a Lodge shall only be acquired by a brother 
in the manner followlug: 

1. By having been named one of the persons to whom WB8 grant
e,l the lJispensation or Warrant under which the Lodge is 
constituted. 

lI. By having been accepted by the Lodge as a candidate. and af
terward having received the third degree. 

And every brother receiving that degree shall be deemed 
a member of tho Lodg.. by' which he shall have ueen 
accepted (It it shall then exist). and It sball be his duty. im
mediately after re.:eiving such degree, to sign the By.Laws 
of such Lodge. a. An Entered Apprentice or Pellow Crat't made by a Lodge 
",hie .. shall have ceased to enst, may apply to any Lodge 
withlu the juriedictiou of which he reside. for the relllBining 
degree. or degree; and. if the Lodge accept his application, 
IIhaI1 become a member of meh LoJge IUld algn itd By-La ... 
on recelYing the third dAlg. ee, and 

" By regular atII.nafion; bnt no 1I188ter Mason shall become a 
member of a Lodge other than that in which. or at the re
quest. or upon tbe consent or which he received the third 
degree. unless it shall appear that he i. non-affiliated and not 
indebted to any Lodge for due. or asse •• m~nte, aud that no 
charges of ulUDlllOonie conduct are pending against him. 

ARTICLE XIII. 
Of Candidat ... 

I I 65. No Lodge shall initiate a person except upon his petition, and 
.no petition for initiation shall be received by a Lodge unles8 the pe
titioner shall have in such petition answered in writing the questions 
prescribed in the Statutes. 

• 66. A Lodge shall not initiate any perBoll without due Inquiry 
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into his eharacter, nor withont being satisfied, in a lIIasonlc manner. 
that he has not been previously rejected. It it sball be "scertaine,l 
tbat a perBOn, being a petitioner for initiation, has been rejected, theu 
no Lodge sball 'nit-iate him until tbe expiration of six months aller 
such rejection. tlor without the permission oC tho Lodge that re
Jected him. expre88ed by a mo,jodty vote. if such Lodge exist. 

157. A ballot for each degree Is an nndeniable right wheuever de
manded, and if after a candidate has been accepted, and before ha 
has been InitIated, a new ballot be demanded, it must be taken, an,l 
ir such ballot re.ult in a rejection. it shall have the same elfect as if 
it had occurred when such candidate was accepted; and if, after a 
candidate has been initiated, any member shall dewand a ballot npon 
the advancement of the candidate, and snch ballot result in a rejL"'
tion, the candidate mayagain apply for advancement at any sllbse
qllent :stated Communication of the Lodge. the application must lio 
over at Iea..t to the next Stated Communication. and a clear ballot 
must be had before the candidate can he advanced. But no writteu 
or verba.! objection, except as above stated, BhaIl have tbe elfect to 
reject tbe application of a candidate. 

ARTICLE XIV. 
Trial. and .Appeau. 

I 68, The Grand Lodge aban hImI original JurI8cUctoI01l to enf'cmle 
the provisions of its Constitution and Statutes, aud to hear Bud de
termine charges which mar be preferred ajlBiust an llnalllU"t..d Ma-
80U and all matters of controversy whicb m .y arise between Lodg .... , 
or between a Lodge snlllte MIUJ.er. or between a Lodge and a m.m
ber or the members of another Lodge, or membera of dilfcrent 
Lodge.: aud wilen charges are preferred In any of the fOl'egoing 
__ , It sball be the duty of the Gnwd .M a· ter, or a Distrlot Deputy 
Gr .... d Master of the Distriot In which ths olfenlO or controvertlr 
aball arise, to appoint br hie WBlTIIDt. a commission, consietlng of 
not more than live nor Ie •• than three disinterested brethern, wbo 
shall bave attaiued the rank of Maatar, and BhaIl hall fl'om at l..t 
three dilferent Lodgea, to he&r and determine the same. 

§ 59, Tbo tirand Lodge, upon thenominafion ortbe Grand Masfer, 
IbaU "ppolnt oix Commissioners, to be styled the Commission of Ap
peala, to consist ot Masters or Past Masters in good Masonic sland
lng, These Commi88ioners. Immediatelr after their appointment 
lhall divld .. themselvos hy lot Into three claa.es, and certify tho lama 
to tho Grand Secretary. The term of omce of class number one ahaJl 
eKpire at the end of the first year; of class number two, at the end 
of two years, and or e1asa number three. at the end of three years: 
10 tbat there sha.!1 be at "II times thereafter two Comml88ionera an
nually selected by the Grand Lodge, upon the nomination of tho 
Grand Master, In place of thoee wbose terms have expired, who lhall 
hold their omce tor three years, Vacancies tor unexpired terms may 
be IIl1ed in like manner • 

• 60. The Gnwd Lodge, upon the nomination ot the Grand Master, 
.hall .. point an additional Commissioner to preside in laid Commi8-
,ion of Appeals. to be etrled Chief CommiaIoller, and to hold olllce 
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for three years, Vacanclee In the omee of Chief ColllDlluloner far 
Ule unexph'ed term .hall be lI11ed by the Grand Ma.ter • 

• 61. The Commission of Appeal. thus con.tituted .hall have the 
same powers and duties as have been exercised by Committees on 
Appeals in the Granu Lodge, &Ild shall meet at each Annual ComUlu
Jlicatiou. 

ARTICLE XV, 
Of Amem/ment., 

162. No amendment to this Constitution .hail be made, or have 
any effect ulltillt shall have been proposed In urand Lodge at Ita 
Annual Communication In June, Blld been adopted by the Grand 
Lodge at the ssme commnnlcation, and then agaln adopted In liko 
mauuer by the Grand Lodge at the neat sncceedlng Anuual June 
Communicatlon-or,ln addltloll to the adoption thereof at oue such 
Annual Communication, it shall, during the next year succeediug. anu 
before the llext Annual June Communication thereafter, be adopted 
by the aftI.rmative vote of a ml\iority of tho Lodges within this jUlia
diction-to take effect 8S soon as such consent is promulgated by the 
Grand Master. If auy snch amendment be adopted, It shall b? ap
pended to the publiobed proceedings at the end, nnder the CBption, 
"Proposed Amendment to the Constitntion." and aellt \lith the pr:nt
ed proceedings to all the Lodges In the jurisdiction, and no General 
Regulaf/ on ahall be adopied Inconsistent with this Constltntion. and 
all former written Constitutions are hereby repealed. and all Gen_ral 
Uegulations IUld declalons heretotore made aud adopted are also he,... 
by repealed. 

I 63, The Statutes may be amended at allY Annnal Communication 
of the Grand Lodgo by a two-thirds vote, provided that notICe of 
ouch proposed amendment oball have been given an,l the amend
ment proposed. pres8llted in writlug at the provlou8 Annual Commu
nication. 
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ARTICLE I. 
IfIII4ll4tion, St!Jk, and Jruignia of (}rtl.fId ~" 

1IBo. 1. All the e\eetcd Grand ufIlcera ot tbe Grand Lodge sball be 
Inatelled at tbe Annual Communication lot wbicb they aball be eled. 
ed, or on the neareat convenient day tbereafter. 

• 2. Tbe 8tyle ot tbe Grand MBlter Is Most Worablpful, ot lbe re
maining Grand Omcers, Rlgbt Worabipful, except tbe Grand Puraul. 
vant toDd Grand Tiler wbose Ityle Is Worablpful. 

• 3. J!acb member oC tbe Grand Lodge aball appear therein with 
his proper Jewel toDd clotblng. 

ARTICLEn. 
Solaria, Pay of Jlqromttat .• ~. and Delluettou. 

t '" In tbe compotatlon ot time relat've to 8IoIarIe8 of Grand Om
eera. the year sball be considered 108 commenclng on the IMt day at 
the Annual Communication oC tbe Urt.nd Lodge, toDd such BIollories to 
be paid quarterly aooordingly. 

• 5. Tbe representative from each Lodge shall he entitled to re
ceive his traveling expenses lot tbe rates established by the proprie. 
tors of public conve)'loDcea, which he sball take In coming directly 
from bls Lodge to lbe place ot meeting and retarnlng thereto, U 
charged by BIoId proprieton at the time, and also live do1lt.rs tor each 
day's attendloDce,toDd three dolltora per dal for time actually nece_ 
ry for traveling to toDd trom the Grand Lodge, not exceecUnJl two 
dt.ya In going toDd returning. And. thougb he represent more thaD one 
Lodge. be _ball receive PloY only for one Lodge; nor _hall he receive 
more thaD the aggt"I88te duea of the Lodges he _ball repreeent. 

• e. GrIUIIl Ollloera, IIDd ..... elected, and inlItalled Grand 0fIlaIa, 
enumerated In section 5 of the t;onetitutlon, (whu do not receift 
Ialariee .. BUcb or pay •• repreeehtt.tl ••• ot LodgeeltoDd ommia
monera of Appeaia, ahall be entitled to lbe Wi:e compenlllltloll floID 
lbe fuads ot the Grand LocIp • 

• T. Absenee of a Grand OfIlear or Rep_tatlve, be!ore lbe clOH 
of the Communication. for toDy cau.e except slclme •• of or calunlqo 
to himself or hi_ famll;r, sbaIl forfeit all claim to ~ent or_pea
..uOIl under the two next preceding eeetl0D8. 
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ARTICLE m. 
BlcliM oJjicer. of LtJdgu. H_ """ Whm alGlm and IlIII4Zled. If no' 

t.Ione in «Me. DUpclUtJlion 10 iaue. Ol/iu OJ/lcer. -1/ be ... ,. 
poORlttI • 

• 8. The MaRter. Senior Warden, .Junior Warden. Treuurer and 
Secretary of a warranted Lodge must be choRen annually. by ballot. 
and by a m~orlty of votes at the Stated Communleation of 8uch 
Lodge next preceding the twenty-seventh day of n""ember, aDm. 
moned aa required by the warrant. and be Installed on or before the 
next Stated Communication thereafter. 

Any Lodge may provide for such additionAl officera. to be either 
elected or r.ppointed. aa ita By-L~ws may prescribe. 

It. at the time prescribed. A Lodge 8halllaU to elect. or within the 
time prescribed 8hallfall to install ita Maater and Wardens. or any 
of them; or it. having elected Ita Master and Wardens at the prescrib. 
ed time. any oltbem shall fail or refuse to be installed within the 
prescribed time. the Grand Muter may grant a Dispenaation to such 
Lodge to elect or to Install auch officer or officers aa the exigeneiea 
of the caae may require. 

ARTICLE lV. 
QuaIifieatw..rflW 0JIIa. """ Yoting. and of Di6.frtmt:lu-t. 

19. Every member ofa Lodge in good standing Is entitled to vote; 
provided. however. that a Lodge may ensct and enforce a By·Law 
which will dlRrranchl8e a member. at an election of officers. tor non· 
payment of dues. Every voter 18 eligible to any olllce In the Lodge 
except that of Master. 

110. No member can be A Muter of a warranted Lodge unle.s he 
baa previously Berved ... an insts1led Muter or Warden. except at 
the Institntlon of A new Lodge. 

11. Membership in a Lodge 18 necessary to constltnte eligibility to 
office therein, except in the case of a Tiler. who m"st be a member 
of some Lodge. but need not be a member of the Lodge for which he 
tiles. 

ARTICLEV. 
RuigratJlw..r. Yacanciu in OjJlJ%. H_ Gnd WMn Supplied • 

• 12. Neither Master nor Warden can resign. and every Installed 
ofticer shall hold his office until his succe8Bor shall have been in· 
stalled. unless hia olllce become vacant, u provided in the next 
Bection. . 

113. A vacancy In office In a Lodge can only oocor-
1. ]lydeath. 
2. By resignation of another than Muter or Warden. 
3. By election and Installation of the holder of such olllce to IIl1 

another office in the Lodge. 
,. By expulsion. or by s"spenaion tor a time extending beyond 

the neit annual election, or by removal frdm office. 
I U. A vacancy In an elective office. except that of Muter or War.. 
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den. may be lll1ed by ballot at any Stated Communication upon fun 
notice to the members. A vacancy in an appointed ofDce may be 
lllled at any time. In case the oIDces of Master and Wardens become 
vacant. an election can be held only by virtne of a Dlspen ... tlon from 
the Grand Master, which is withont tee. and must be applied for by 
two· thirds of the members present. t? be so certlfted by the Secre
tary; and in case such ... lection be held. the members shall be sum
moned as for an annnal election. and Its result shall be immediately 
reported to the Grand Secretary. and the ollicers duly installed. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Prozy Repruentati1le ~f Lod3e i .. Gr .. nd Lodge. HOVJ .. tid W7ae .. CTaoom. 

115. A Lodge may. at a Slated Communication th~reof. within the 
restrictions of Section Thirteen of the Constitution. by a ma.jority 
vote. appoint a proxy to represent it. In the absence of its Mas'er 
and Wardens. at the next succeeding Annual Communication of the 
Grand Lodge. 

ARTICLE VII. 
By-Law of Lodge-Power to Jlllkt, .. nd What to O""t .. i .... 

116. A Lodge has filII power and authority to enact By.Laws for Ita 
Own goverument. in conformity to the Constitution·ot this Grand 
Lodge and the principles of Masonry. and anT BT-Law inconsistent; 
therewith is absolutely void. 

S 17. A Lodge may. at a Stated Communication, when snmmonpd 
for the purpose. and on notice, tax or asS6U Ita members for strictly 
Masonic purpcees. but for no other. 

ARTICLE VIIL 
Yidtatioro of Lodge. by BretA,.... Rtgulattd. 

118. No visitor can be admitted Into any Lodge without due in
quiry and BBtlsfactlon as to his good Masonic standing; nor can he be 
admitted If his admis.lon will disturl. the harmon)' of the Lodge or 
embarrass Ita work. 

ARTICLE IX. 
.Prtudtftt. of LorlgeI. CTaumgi'II(J of Localioro, &1Jl ... nd 1Jo61a. and Pm

aUyfor Jiail" .... to JVorkfor OM Y«&r. 
119. Lodges shall take precedence according to the order In which 

they stand upon the Roll of the Grand Lodge • 
• 20. A Lodge may not remove ita place of meeting from the 

town, village, cit)'. or portion of a citT named In Its warrant nor 
from one 1,Iace t() another in such town. village. citT. or portion at .. 
city. without a concllrrpnt vote of two thirds of the members pres
ent, and voting ata State<l Communication. to attand which theT BbalI 
have been requirP.<! by a snmmons. served at leut ten days l,revionsl),. 
stating the .nhj .... t to be acted upon at Buch Commnnication. The 
removal of a Lodge from the town, village, cit)'. or portion of .. city 
named in ita warrant, muat receive the &aUction of the Grand Lodge 
pNvlou8 thereto. 
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I 21. ETery Lodge abalI. have a seal, and IIhall keep the tollo'IriDg 
bool<l',towlt: 

A Book ot By-Law.. with the signatures of the members. 
A Record Book of the p~oceedlngs of the Lodge. 
A Begister containing the nam.e of each member, his birthplace, 

age. occupatlou. residence. the dates of his Initiation, passing and 
raising or aftUiatlon. and alao the date of the termination or auapeu
alon of his memberalllp, with the cauae thereof, as the same JIl&7 
occur. 

An alphabetlcalU.t of expulsions, auapenalons and reJectlona. 
Snch books as may be necellll&rY to preaent clearly tile .... celpta and 

accounts of the Treasurer and Secretary. 
It aIlall also be the duty of the Lodge to keep, with the Lodge 

books, a book of Conatitutlona and Statutea of the Grand Lodge. to 
which shaU be added, from time time, an alterations duly adopted 
by the Grand Lodge. It shall also be the duty of the Lodge to pre
aerve In its archives a copy of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, 
as published from year to year. 

I 22. Every Lodge shall meet at least once in each year_ud the 
neglect of a Lodge to hold any meeting for one year, or to make re
turns and pay dues for two yeara aucceaslvely, BhBll aubJect it to for
feiture of its warran'-nd a Lodge neglecting to pay its aUnlw dues 
.hall not be entitled to be represented in Grand Lodge. 

ARTICLEX. 
ClIIwity-Right to, tmd HOIII FurnWled • 

• ~ All membera of Lodges in good standing, their wives, widows 
aud minor children, have a right to charitable relief trom auch 
Lodges upon presenting satisfactory evidence of their Masonio 
C:>ar8CLer cr 1 e'ation., and that they are In neceRsitoua OlrL"llmstal;ce8. 

I 24.. If a claim for charitable relief be made upon the fnnds of a 
Lodge, when not in ses.lon, the Master and Wardens .haU be .. 
Committee to examine the same, and they shall be authorized to draw 
upon the funds of the Lodge to au amouut not exceeding the amount 
.peelAed in the By-Laws (or present relief. 

ARTICLE XI. 
Lodqa not to D&~ Fundi, ftOr to .A.llmD 17ltoo:ictJtifl(l Liqutfn, nor Wri 

, Cl4rlduti ... ly. or 071 Surulay. 
I 25. No Lodge ahall dlatributs ita funds among its members, nor 

introduce iutoxicating liquors within ita Lodge room, or any room 
adjoining, nor oouutenauc8 or permit elandeatiue iecturma. nor 
lU~et for Masonic labur, ther than in the burial of a MaaoD, on the 
L.t d~;r of the week, oommonty called Sunda;r. 

ARTICLE XIL 
IfVifl7llo of Lodge O,Di-,. 

I 28. Tho jewela of tho omcera of Lodges a... to be of allver or 
wbite metal; the color of their aprons to be of white, except as 
otherwise epec\aU)' ordered or allowed b;r thia Grand Lodge. 



so 
ARTICLEXm. 

JllUOfIic Duty Violated U 4n Offen« • 
• 2'f. When a duty Is Imposed. Its np.glect. or violation. without ex

cuse. aha.ll be considered an olfence against Masonic law. 

ARTICLE XIV. 
JlMt ... ·' Duly. VIZC4,..,y in Hi, D.tJice. HOlD Fil~d. PrnDer. 411/1 Dutiu 

. of one Acting IJI. No AppeIl/.from 1M elut.ir. 
S 28. The Master of a Lodge has power: 

1. To cong.'egate the members of his Lodge npon any emergency. 
2. To Issue summonB.S. 
S. To <llscharge aU the executive functions of the Lodge; and. 
,. To remove any apPointed olllcer for just cause. 

129. In case of the death. abBence. or Inability of the MlUlter. of a 
vacancy in his ofllc •• the Senior and Junior Wardens will. in succ~.· 
Bion. succeed in hiB prerogatives and duties for aU purpose •• except 
Buch lUI pertain to the InBtallatiou of the ofllcers. 

130. From the decision of the Master. or Warden prP.8ldlng In the 
absence of the Master, there shall be no appeal except to the Grar.d 
frlaster or Grand Lodge. 

ARTICLE XV. 
TrtlJltlrer', Dutiu. 

S 31. It shsll be the duty of the Treasurer of a Lodge: 
1. To receive from the Secretary all moneys paid luto the Lo4ge. 
lI. To keep a just and regular account thereof: and. 
S. To pB7 them out by order of the )IMler and oonaant of tha 

JmKhent. 
ARTICLE XVI. 

Secretary'. Duliu • 
• 32. It ahsIl be the dnty of the Secretary of a Lodge: 

1. To record the proceedinga of the Lodge. under the direction 
of the presiding ofllcer. 

2. To receive aU moneys paid Into the Lodge and pay the same 10 
the Treasnrer. 

8. To keep a register of the members of the Lodge, with a per. 
manent number afllxed 10 each name. correspollding with the 
return for registry required by the Grand Lodge. 

" To register alphabetically. In a Buitable book. all expulsioDS. 
8Oapenslons. rejeotions and restoratioDB communicated by 
the Grand Lodge. . 

.. To report immediately to the Grand Recretary lin Catle of all 
Lodges within the cities ot New York and Brooklynl tho 
na.me, age, occupation and residence of every rejected candi. 
date for initiation; and In every other city or Iown. where 
there Ie more than one 8Oborblnate Lodge. he shall furnish 
aU other Lodges In the same city or town the same info ...... 
tion. under the oeal of the Lodge • 

.. To make an annual return 10 the Grand Secretary of those who 
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bve been Initiated, passed and raised, with the dates tbere· 
of, an,l of .ncb other mottl-rs as may be required by the 
Gn."d Sacretury. 

T. To transmit, Immediately after every election, a certUlcate of 
the names and residences of the Ollleers elected to the GNn.1 
Secretary, and to the District Deputy Grand Muter of the 
District in which the Lodge is located. 

8 To make a full and correct return annually to Jbe Grand Lodgl\ 
of all who were members of the Lodge on the IIrst day of 
May in each year, whleh return shall be transmitted to the 
Orand Secretary on or before the 15th day of May in each 
year. ' 

II. To make a full and correct return annually to the District 
Deputy Grand Master. of the condition of the Lodge on the 
IIrst day of May. and in the form prescribed by the,Orand 
Lodge, to be transmitted on or before the 6th day of May. 

10. To report. immediately after the expulsion or suspension of 
a member by the Lodge. the aBme to the Grand Secretary, 
with the cauSP. of snch expnlslon or suspension. 

11. To rertlty and allll< the seal of the Lodge to all remms and 
certillcates of election made to the Grand Lodge, and to the 

. District Deputy Grand Master; and 
12. To attest the olllclalsignature of the Master to all other M .... 

sonic documents, when necessary. 

ARTICLE xvn. 
M'nuter, Keeping and ,Approval of, and not to ". C1Iangtd. 

§ 33. The minutes of a Communication shall be read aud correct
ed .If uecessary), and approved by the Lodge before it is closcd. and 
such proceedings shall be submitted to the Orand Lodge whenever 
required, and having been approved cannot be altered or expunged. 

ARTICLE xvm. 
OjJI~r. of Lodge Ge'M'7aUy. 

§ 34. The olllcers ahall be subject, In all things relating to their 
otllcial duties, to the direction of the Master or presiding officer. 

ARTICLE XIX. 
DiopmIatimu fM' Nt.VJ Lodges. HOlD and When Iuueil; and if Lodgea 

U.D. 
135. An elected olllcer ot a Lodge cannot be a petitioner for a Dis· 

pensat!on for a new Lodge, nor can a member .of '" Lodge under the 
jurisdiction of another Grand Lodge be a petitioner for a Disp~n ..... 
lion for a new Lodge in the State of New York. 

I 3d. A Lodge under Dispensation cannot elect or install Its 0111· 
cers. nor discipline its members or other Masons, nor can it be repre· 
sented in Grand Lodge. but It possesses &\1 other powers and privi· 
leges, and must perform all the other duties of a warranted Lodge, 
except that it need not have a aeal. 
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• 37. No wat'liWt shall be Issued to any number ot Muons 1e88 
than .even. nor unIe.s they .hall have given proof of the.r .kiil and 
ability by Work under Dispensation, which shall be certified by the 
Grand Lecturer or Assistant Grand Lecturer and District Leputy 

:~~~~~:f;:E:~}~l~~r£iE£~I;,:;,~::::ar:Pd~~i~~l~w"l~r~:~i 
shall bave been delivered to the Grand Lodge, nor unIes. they .I::all 
show that, as a Lodge under Dispensation. they nrc clear of all in
debtcdn(ss. and that they have secured and prepared a suitable .... d 
safe ylace for m",ti"y as a L"yS"' 

111', All Brely""", y,',embolY l,l 
p""",Yl'l,n at th'l of the ""llmm~'u 
d','l"""",l to conlimm "ueh 
attached to said Lodge whenever 
duly warranted and constituted. 

a Lodg" nml"r DiI!
illspensatl'l;;, lihall be 

be me,"l","" of or 
as soon as said Lodge shall be 

§ 39. A Lodge under Dispensation must pay Grand Lodge dues ot 
It" Hi"mbers. 

Y 11 Dlsp"'lll,', ll,ns to t'l"Ul ll'lW Lodg"" ""rire on 
in each 

ARTICLE XX. 

llith day 

Full Jlt.1IIbt:rtihip in only om Lodge, and of HO'fWTaTJI JI~tihip, How 
Acquired, and Rig/.u of. 

];lio Masllll of two at thl, time: 
pli (1",l"d, howe""l', a .-tate,li ',l,H'llmlUlical ""(\ by 
u li~ ~ous ball '. ~ 'n a pr'l ',',ll ,'n reeei "";lil the prenlmli Stated 
Communication. may confer honorary membership upon any Master 
Mason, wbo. at that time. sball be a member in good .tanding of 80ma 
warranted Lodge: but an honorary member of a Lodge shall not 
TD~5 thz·,rein. 

AliTlllLE XXI. 
P<na.ltil,l }lll' U'rnUlIli"lC,lll, 

• u. ane who 8h&lI remain an un&IIlll&ted Muon .wlthln thts ju
rtsdictio 1 ODA year or Wv •• shail not be allowed to "lilt any Lodge, 
or join 1'1 a Masouio pl.'OO6llllion, nor be IIIltiUed to ~v .. .l<asouic 
llll llli 'ill buriul. 
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ATZTZWLL Lull. 

Appli<latlolu for .A,jJUiatiun, Diminion, and Withdrawal.-HOID and 
%5' It"" ffranff" ami }fjJt,ff, 

• «. A member of a Lodge may present his application to another 

;~;;{ t~~,f;~~[±~~~onU:~~i;'f:f: i S;~C~f f~~~f:::f~;;f~~etu~;;:'~;'f't:,':i. 
and upon the report of tbe Committee take a ballot, and if thereupon 
,ucb f{plifftiof he Sf "f'pte"i tbe hfOth,f' shill beifme ,,',emt'fr of 
fbe L',llle aCf"'htinZ him. whe" It 81",11 receive a certificate that 
.uch brother has been regularly discharged from membership in lbe 

~~~:"~~f;~;:~lf[:g~[fn bf per".ltte,l to Dnoit froni the Lodge of 
whicb he Is a member nntil he shall present a certificate from some 
l'"m,nted ,odgf thst, te hl'" petltmne,l for fifmbfffhip ttereln : eh 
preRfntation of such certificate, snd upon the written request of the 
Lrotber, the Lodge, at a Stated Communication sbalL if the member 
f. nft an eleclfZ OfTi'er f,f or fndebtfd tf the L;,dgf, or m,det' 
<harges, issue a certificate of Dimit, which shall not be delivered to 
tho brother. but .ball be tran.mltted. by the Secretary of the Lodge, 
to t2m LOZilf frfim WTkh f;i,'h G,:ztifi::ie Of petifiun Cifife ; which 
Dimlt sball not become operative, or the brother's membership in 
the Lodge issuing the Db,nit terminated IIntil notiff; has b,,'en ffceiv, 
fn thft Lif; bruther t;fiS mc,8umkatmt mfm berth;p h; the ctheT 
Lodge ProVided thnt when any member shrill be or become " real
dent of another (]~nd Lodge jllrisdiction, a Ui~it 'Lay bc gt"':,-;ted 
to h:fff dirfffCt anh WIfhcllt fC;fpllfffce :tifC th, fO!'SZCUlg PfLVifff'fUS, 
But any member of a Lodge against whom charge. are not pend

ing, and whose dues and indebtedness to Sh,: Loil;se afi pSi;i, mail 
flith,ililaw ';om if,emlkrsh;h bil presfstlnl; a wnlten fCpplimtio s 
therefor at a Stated Communication. The Lodge shall grant the re-

:l.~':~S~~:l~l[' ~~[~~~~'f~~b~~;!~~~i~s~~t::;~'::'lrh': i,r~~l ~;:;l:~~~[lthis 
the disabiUties of an unalliliated Master Mason: Provided, however, 
that fff eledsd smeer ClYlnst witildraw, 

ARTICLE XXIV. 
Non-m;fymrrzt of 1)uU,~Ptnsily fl;s, ~;f;i Dus, are iljJectfS by ff,t1jJiF' 

iaUon or S~on, 

prosilleA .. ~;!~lfJf;I~~ ;;~~;;~~p~~~:P:n~;s,7nt;~lge ~~';8~:1:I~~c;e~~ 
.ball be unalliliation ; but such penalty shall not be indicted except 

~~il l;~~Li;.,aI:':[~U'~~;;;;;~!!;~s tt~~~;' ~~;:' ;;;v~~;~i i~e;~~':'id 
two years' dnes. Auy snch unalliliated brother may be restored to 
mes;l;eranin, bh maj"'lity ss,te sf the memilf'rs pi's'8en;" and ssting 
at a sj,ste,l ziommunicaSlon, provi;ied he shall have paid the amount 
due at the time of 8neh restoration, 

I 47, A f sfdgs fball sot bs liablf for PSind s,sdgf ,fllef for mem, 
bar uiiAl!iliated for non.payment of dues until restored to member
ah!p. 

Digit bye .O~ 
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I '8. Suspension. after dne Masonic trial, shall not reUe.e the 
member from payment of Lodge duea, or the Lodge from Grand 
Lodge dnea. 

• ARTICLE XXV. 
Pttitimu for Initiation, RNt .. UUu of, and Feu..... L. J"riMlictima 0"'" CandidGtu. Dutiu of Lorlgu, o.fIicnT aM Member, ..... and 01& 

Work the ........ or .... Degrou. FralMl. or FatWwoil of Candidate, ...... 
Punished. 

I 4.9. The following are the qneati0D8 required to be auwered b,. 
a petitioner for initiation: 

What is your age ? 
Wbere born? 
Where do you reside? 
What is your oooupation ? 
Have you resided in the State of New York the twelve m0nth8 

lastpaaU 
Have you resided in the town. village. or city in which you now 

rellil. fnp f""~ 11'nnt.". ,pot. "I!~t., ; 
Bave you eYer, to your kuowladge or belief preaented a petition 

to or been rejected in any lIrfaeonlc Lodge. 'and, if eo, whell 
and in what Lodge ? 

Do you belie .. e in I be existence of one eYer living and tme God? 
Do you know of any physicel., legal. or moral reason which should 

prevent you from becoming a Freemason? 
I GO. The jurisdiction of a Lodge over candidatea extend. over all 

pel'llons residing nearer to it than to any otber Lodge within thie 
jurisdiction, except that if there be more than one Lodge in a vllllllle 
or oity, thoae Lodges sbaIl have concun ... nt Juri.diction. and except 
that Lodges in the cities of New York and Brooklyn ehall have con
ourrent jurisdiction. 

S 51, Nn Lodge shell initiate any candidate who I. a resident of the 
State of New York, uDleu he haa been such resident tor twelve 
months next preceding the application for such initiation, and for 
four months in the Jurisdiction of the Lodge to which he applies, 
without the consent of the Lodge within tbe jurisdi~-t1on of which he 
last previously resided; and no Lodge shall1n1ttate any C4Ddidate who 
Ia not a resident of the State of New York without the conseut of a 
warranted Lodge, acting in Iocoordanee with the Oonstitution and 
Laws (by whatever name sl1ch Laws may be known) of the Grand 
Lodge under the jurisdiction of which such caudidate resides, pro
Tided, however, tbls section shell not apply to sa.Aring men or 
persona In the United States naval or military 8ervlce. 

I 52. Ii. petition for initiation or aftlliBtion cannot be receiYed by a 
Lodge except at a Stated Communication. and when received it shall 
be referred to Ion Investigating Committee of not less than three 
members, and no report of an Investigating Committee shall be 
received until at least two weeks after .ncb petition shaU have been 
referred • 

• 53. A petition for initiation, IoRer haYing been rightflllly present. 
ed and referred, cannot be withdrawn, bot mUllt be acted upon by 



OP TJD: GRAND LODG& 

report of Committee and a ballot: and an ad_ ballot eannot be 
reeonoidered under any e1rcum.laDcea In Ie .. than six montha there
aftcr, and then only on • new petition or the candidate. 

A petition wrongfa11y preaented and referred ml18t be returned .. 
800n .. the error be discovered. 

I M. No ballot on. petition for initiation, puolnl! or ralAlng, or for 
dilation, can be taken at an7 other t,ban a staW I'"",mllnlcat'uu 
and uuleae the ballot be uilanlmOI18 ID fa."" of CIIll'8t1t1ODer. he 
lIbaU be declared rdected. 
1156. Everymember of a Lodge preaent at "ny balloting therein tor 

initiation, advancement, or aftillatlon, mURt vote. 
• 66. U at any time It 8hall be charged that a M.son made any mi. 

representation to the Lodge In which he .hAlI have been Initiated, 
or to a Committee ot Inveetlgatlon appointed by sneb Lodge. or ueed 
any concea1ment or deceit In relation to his initiation, he may be 
tried therefor, and, It fOnDd guilty, may be pUDilibed by BUepeneion 
or expn1.lon.. . 

• 57. No dl&e1l18lon upon the merits ot a petitioner tor initiation, 
pulling or raising, shall be allowed In the Lodge. 

I5&. The balloting ou a petition cannot be poBtponed or ad.lourned 
but when once commenced mu.t be completed, and the reault there
ot be declared. 

• 69. A Lodge aba11 not Initiate, pass, or ralae more than five can
didates at one Communication, and shall not confer more than ODe 
degree upon a candidate in anyone day. 

S 60. A Lodj18 aba11 not confer the second deln"ee or the third de
gree on the same candidate or candidate., at a "''''' Interv .... thaD t\i3 
week. trom the time ot couferrlng the preceding degree. 

S 61. No oliicer-or other member of a Lodge .hall be permitted to 
procure the Initiation or advancement of any candidate in any other 
Lodge than that in whicb .\lch candidate .hall have been accepted. 

162. No Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft, Initiated or paased In 
any Lodge within the United States, shall be passed or raised In any 
Lodge under the Jurisdiction of tbI. Grand Lodge, othpr thaD that in 
which he was initiated. unle88 the conlent of the Lodge In whlcb he 
waa initiated or pUled 8hall have been obtained, provided said Lodge 
continue In ed.tence . 

• 63. No J..odge shall make a HaBOn for a SOJD le88 than twenty 
dol1 .. s, nor upon credit • 

• 64. No candidate shall be passed to the degree of Fellow Craft, or 
Bieed to the sublime degree ot Haster Muon, without proot of suita
ble prollclency In the preceding degree, ascertained trom an exami
nation by a competent brother In open Lodge, or by a Committee 
appointed for that purpose. 

I 65. Any brother who .hanln any way make known the kind ot. 
ballot cast by hlmaeJt or anothol', on an application for the degree. ot 
lIIaaoury, or an7 of them, or tor aJllliaUon, or It at,er any M .. oll bal,Ot
Ing .. atorea,ld, at which luch application hils been rejected, any 
brother shall in any WlIl' declare that he or aU7 other brolher cast • 
certain kind of ballotat sucb balloting or.hBIl deClare that an7 specI
fied or indicated number of white halls or ballot" or black balJa or D&I
Iota,_caat ataD7 "aUotlngaa aforesaid it shall be deem.da Masonic 
otrence, and anch ·brother 00 olfendlng may, on conviction thereor, 
be Rapeuded for a period not lWlOCldiu/l ond year. And, ou the "''''' 
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of a brother for any olrence specified in this section, it shall not be 
permitted to prove the kind of ballot cast by any brother, nor the 
number of white baUB or ballots, or black balls or ballots, cut at any 
Buch balloting. 

ARTICLE XXVI. 

CluJrgu, Tria,., """ .A~ • 
• 66. After service of the charges against a brotber, the Comml8a1on 

Bhall appoint a time and place for the trial convenient to the parties 
and summon the parties and their witnesses; and any Master of a 
Lodge may lasue a like summons for witnesaea at tbe request of 
either party. 

§ 67. When tbe trial, is coneluded, the CommiBBioners ahall, as Boon 
as possible. make their report of the facts found by them, and tbelr 
determination upon tbe matter, and give notice thereof to each of 
tbe parties, and a majority of tbe Commissioners must concur in the 
judgment of the Commission; a copy of which report mnat be 1Iled 
with the Grand Secretsry. 

I 68. The decision of the Commissioners shall be flnal unless an 
appeal sha.U be taken therefrom to the Grand Manter or Grand Lodge 
within six months. in which c_ it shall be the duty of the Com
missioners, upon receiving notice of Buch appeal, to transmit their 
report together with all the papers and proceedings in the cue. to 
the Grand Secretsry, unleas they have already 1I1ed a copy. The 
appellant shall also, within thirty days after notice of the decision, 
give notice ofintention to appeal to the oppoalng party. The decl
sion of the Grand Master sha.U be linal, unieas a fUrther appeal be 
taken within thirt, days after notice thereof. 

I 69. When notice of appeal to the Urand Lodge aball have been 
1Iled with the Grand Secretsry, that officer shall Immediately, or sa 
soon as received, send to the Cbief Commissioner aU papers Bnd 
reports having reference to the case, to the end that the COmmiesioD 
of Appeo.ls may have time to eDmin" the appeal in advance of the 
iDeeting of the Grand Lodge. 

§ 70. The appeal shall bl! heard betore the Commission ot Appeals 
during the &easion of tne Grand Lodge, and the decision of tho 
~rand Lodge upon the report ot BBid Commlsalon ahall be canclualve 
upon a.U partie •• 

111. A. Warrantsd Lodge 8hsll have, with ~hll Grand Lodge, COll 
current jurlldlction over any uuaffi:iated Mason residing w,tl1in ita 
territorial JurisdlctiOJl, and or18"inal Jurisdiction, over any l!:. A.. ma.1e 
or F. o. pasaed thereiD, and over :alloY of ita member. except ,&. 
"lUter; and wben charlleH are preferre.t in a Lodge, a Comm .•• ,on 
Bball be be appointed b1 Ibe presiding M.Hter, conaiatl"ll ot DOl .eu 
tbSD three nor more thaD liTe members of the sa.d Lodge, to lua 
testimony in the caae and report the same to the Lodge for Ita ludg
mellt. The declalon of the Lodge shall be anal, un._ an appe~. ~ 
takcII 'therefrom to the Grand ~laBter or thB Grand Lodge, !D lIM 
lIIWle manller .. provided in Sectlon Silr.l1-elghL 

• 7~. The expeDles which may be lucurred b1 the Commlaalonera 
ill C:ODductiD& .. lIrlaaODic trial ahaIl be bcirlW by 0118 IW bolla uC &lie 



parties to the controvers;. as may be determined by the Commis
sioners anc.lset f~rth in their report. and payment of such expeuRC"8 
DlBY he lD ~he manneT ",',4ge Lodge ,4m'T, 
urbyproT'M~ D.i&S601C "M"""" M,,::ne. 

f 73. Cb'4W' agains4 4L'4 Master Lodge fTL L,Ldal ml"'T'" 
,Luct, wh'lL LTlaing th" T11k" of Ma,4", ,hall be presented to the 
Grsnd Master or the Orand Lodge only dnring tbe term of Baid 
Master, or within one year thereafter. 

§ ;4. Charges preferred, which If proven wonld not constitute a 
:'~~~e~":::::':~::i~~at.~L,"::::; ':~~~'h~~~mi.seu ,,'" ..aU!!T 

175. All of chaTT"""' 4"eferred ""cd Lppeals In pnrSULTQ4 
ot the provIsIons of the Constitution and Statutes shall be conduct· 
ed. so'far as the same may be applicable, in accordance with such 
rules and forms as may be adopted by the Orand Lodge. 

A4ZTICLE 
,mdRu ,wd4;w' from. 

§ 76. Thd 4dl,nalties wh;d, may ","fllcted violati;"11 
Masonic law shall be : First. reprimand or censure; Second. sus
penSion from all the rights of Masonry, wihch shall be for a definite 
time; and, Third, expulsion. 

'L::~~ ~T i<'~Yg~!;,O':;iT;,~;:~~avT 
Tram the ,1L;(' of the S"'d","o"e. 

an expdkd 
ex:p"Ti'.BB of one 

§ 78. A ",T'"IlT havin« ,"p,::"d a may «"TTore such ex-
pelled Mason to the rillhts of Masonry at any time and by a majori ty 
yote, notice of a motion to do 80 haviUJ;{ been made a.t a p:recedinli[ 

.tated Communirotion. and a Lodge may tt:l'mmato n definit0 ~1·:~7 

~~~~~n w~~'::'t.B B'B B Biet~g;: ~~~:l ~~~~ BUB ""'4~~~~c:~~~;1 





RULES OF ORDER .. 

•• • 

I.-A' the third stroke of the Grand Master's gavel, 
tllere shall be a general silence, and he who breaks silence 
without leave from the Chair, shall be subject to I/o public 
reprimand. 

n.-Under the Bame penalty, every Brother shall keep 
his seat, and obBe"e strict silence.:wheneTer the Grand 
Master or presiding officer shall call to order. 

ill.-No Brother is to speak more than once to the same 
questioll, unless by permissioll. 

IV. -If, in the Grand Lodge, any member is twice 
called to order, at one Communication, for transgressing 
these rules, ann is guilty of the third offence of the same 
nature, the Chair may peremptorily order him to leave the 
Lodge-room for that day. 

V.-Whoever shall be so rude as to ridicule any Brother, 
or what another SajB, or htls said, may be forthwith 
solemnly excluded t)le communication, and declared in
capable (If ever being a member of any Grand Lodge for 
the future, unJess he publicly own bis fault, and he be 
excused. 

VL-All motions are to be decided by a majorit,y of 
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votes, eaGh meDlbe~ having one vote, each Lodge having 
three votes, and such addiUonal yotes as the law pre
scribes, and the Grand Master two Totes, in case that au 
eq11lll number'shl\ll require his decision. 

VII.-The opinions or Yotes of the members may be 
siguified by holding up of the left hand, unless some 
member shall call for a vote by Lodges, which shall be 
sustained by at least ten members. 

VIn-AU members shall keep their places, except the 
Grand Marshal and Grand Deacons, who are allowed to 
move from place to place, in the discharge of their duties. 

XI.-E1'8ry one who speaks shall rise, and remain stand
ing, addreBsing himself to the presiding officer; anel no 
member shall interrupt him unless to call him to order i 
but after he has been set right, he may proceed, if he ob
serve dUG order and decorum. 

X.-In caae oftha absence olthe Grand Wnrdens, When 
they, or either of them shall be entitled to take the Chllir 
by succession, the Past Grand officer presE'nt, who is 
highest in rank, (if his office shall have been elective),!;hall 
take it i and in case of the absence of both Present and 
Past Grsnd Officers, entitlld to take the Chair, the Masler 
of the Senior !:Subordinate Lodge present shall take it.. 

XI.-Every proposition offered for consideration shall 
be in writing, if required by any member. 

Xn.-At any Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge, the following Standing Committees shall be ap-
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pointed, to consist (,f three member, eaoh, except as 
herein sla' ed : 

1. A Committee on Credentials of M mbers ani Re
turns of Loclges. 

2. Committee on the Condition ,f Masonry within 
the jurisdict on, to consist of seven members. To 
this committee ahal: be Nferred all d"mestio oor
respondenoe r{quirillg actio I, lind questions rel
ative to the usages, plivileges, und customs of 
the Fraternity. 

3. A Committee on Foreign O<'rreapondence. 

4. A Oommittee on Warrant., to consist o' nine 
uf· m:::ers, one from ea.eh Judicial District in the 
State exoept the First District ft,'m which there 
aha. I be two. To thia Committ·e shall be referred 
all application for warr.lnta, an. all cases of 
forfeit~d warr,mta. They shill not "ot upon any 
applications lor a. warrant, unle.,s it shall have 
been reooDlmende.[ by tile nearest Lodge; l.or 
shall any warrant be revived which has Leen for
feited pr ;vious to June, 1839 ; n(.r IIny other war
rant fmfdited sinoe tnllt time, unless i be first 
surrendered. 

6. A Committee on Grievanoes. 

6. A Committeo on Finance, who shall examine into 
and report upon all matters touching the finanoes 
of the Grand Lodge, and to whom s ",11 be re
ferred all subjects involving an appropriation of 
of its funds; and without such reference, no such 
appropriation shall be made. 
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7. A Committee on Accounts of Represetative and 
the pay 0 Members. 

8. A Committee on the Constitution and By-Laws of 
Lodges. To this Com wit tee shall be referred all 
propositions to amend the UOHstitution, General 
Regulations, and Rules of the Grand Lodge. 

9. A Committee on Charity, as proved by the Con
stitution. 

10. A Committee on Unfinished Business of the pre
vious Annual Communication. 

11. A Oommittee ou Printing, and no rE'80lution to 
print at the expense of the Grand !.odge shall . 
be adopteu, without the sanction of sllch Commit

\tee, sta iug the number of copies to be printed. 

12. A Committea on Work and Lectures, to conllists of 
nine membe,s, one from each Judicial District in 
the States: except the First District, from which 
there shal, be two. To this Committee shall bd 

referred the ll.eport of tho Grund Lecture, and 
all questions relative to the work and lectures of 
the Fraternity. 

13, A Committee on the Hall and Allylum, to consistoi 
nine (9) nembers, one from each Judicial Dis
trict, and one additional from the First Dis
trict. To th:s COlDmittee shall be referred all 
matters relating to the Hall Illla A,ylum Fund. 

14 A Committee of olle from ellch Masonic Di-trict, 
before whom the Grand Lecturer shall exhibit 
Ihe stondard work und let"tUl'eK of Ihe Grand 
Lodge; aud the Committee to report thl"reon, 
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XIII.-The Standing Committees Iball not 8it while tha 
Grand Lodge is actually in se.si~n, unl"88 on leave ob
tained, and shall all report at the same Commllnication 
at which ·they were IIppointed, and be discharged I1t the 
close thereof, unless otherwilie ordered. except the Com
mittee. on Foreign Correspondence and Untinished Bus
intss. 

XIV.-Aftcr the Grand Master has called the Grand 
Lodge to order at the opening thereof, on the tirst day of 
the Annu>ll Communication, the following order of pro
cet:diui~ and businells I$hall be observed: 

1. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 
2. Calling the Roll of Lodge:! by the Grand Secretary. 
3. The usual solemn ceremonies of opening the Grand 

Lodge in ample COl'm, 
4. Readlllg and approving the minutes of any previons 

Communiclltion not before read aud approved, 
o. Address of the M. W. Grund Master, and action 

thereon. 
6. Report of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treas

urer, and action thereon. 
7. Miscellaneous Business. 

XV.-After tue first session of the Annual Communica
tion, the Grand Lodge shall assemble daily, at nine o'clock 
in the morning, and take a recess from one o'clock, P. lI. 
nntil two o'clock, P. M., and again from six o'clock until 
the following morning at nine o'clock. 

XVI.-The order of bnsiness at each se.sion, after the 
til'St day, shllll be as follows, except tlie third. which shull 
not be obo;erved after the second day. 
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1. Izeeding tlie prrreding 
ffession. 

2. Reports up0n Credentials of Members. 

3. Appointm£5nt of Sffmding f f£)mmitfeee. 

4. Reports on Unfinished Bn6ines~ of the previ011B 
Communication, 

5. P£r££sentf£fior an£lir(0ierent£), or otbr'£ ££ispo££iftoD of 
memorials, petitions, and communications. 

6. liidions £rnd Rrrr£lutionr, nnd r j££t£fT.Ce ether 
dispositfen of eame. 

7. Reports of Standing Committees, and action there
; the tfo·mmifters on }'m'eign ££urrespon£1 ;nce, 

end t}££ Condition of Mr£sonrJ f££lving pre-
ference. 

8. £1br}Orts Specir i Commitfffi£s, au f f£t(tion rffereon. 

9. Ssrcial ordrrs (if 

10. Considerations of Am~lDdments to Constitutions, 
Generoi £teguh fens, an,f l~nles anyL 

11. KTnfinishelt Business of previous session (if nny). 

12. Miscellaneous Business, notinrluded in the above ; 
irwludir,,' the Ip£5'lures thref'rlr;grees pr<8-
ence or Granr, Godge, once at each CommuDi
cation. (See subdivision 14 of Rule XII). 

XVII, ~Shou d the Of'£lf'r of B£fefneSS be condud.d 
ILt the session at which it is first called, it shnll be com· 
fffenced the j( H'ffe('dinff £)f(ssio (( ££/}ere e£ £fslt,n nnd 

on, through me the Gf£lllml e'('ntion ,f£king the 
Order of Business as in Rule If. ; Bgain, when once Ihllshed 

gi\ized b iOg Ii 
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and going through with it in the EaUle manner ;-Provi
ded, nevertheleSll, that the reading and approving of the 
minutes shall be the first busine-s in order at each SES

sion; and that the appointment of a time for, and the 
election and installation of officers, lind the lectures, 
shall be in order at ar:.y time dibignated by the Grand 
Lodge. 

XVllL-The Rules or Order shall not be supen 'ed at 
any time, except by unanimous consent. 

XlX.-These rules may be amended at any time, by a 
vote of two-thirds of tue Grand Lodge. 

XX.-All former Rules of Order ot the Grand Lodge, in
CODBlstt:nt ber"wit.iJ. are hereby abrogated. 



IASONIC ~ODE OF ~ROCEDURE; 

I. '1'ltIALS; II. APPEALS; XU. :US'1'OltA'l'IOlt 

[ADAPTED TO TUB USB 0 .. LODGBS.] 

l'BBPAJUU) BY JORN L. LEWIS,P. G. M •• AND Al'PBOVBD BY _ 

GBAND LODGB 01' Nsw YORK, .TUn:, 1878. 

I. OF TRIALS. 

SECTION 1. A Masonic trial is the judicial examination 
of the issues arising on Complaints for oft'ences before the 
Granu Lodge or C lllmissioners, whether they be issues 
of law or fact. 

§ :I. Mason'o offences whioh objeot the individual of
fander to trial and punishment, are of four kind" : 

1. Offences against Statutory law, being such as are 
called orimes, divided into felonies and misde. 
meanors. 

2. Offences at common Jaw. not made ~rimes Ily ony 
statue; such a, assault IUid lattery. 
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8. Oll'ensfs against the moral law. not pnni~hable as 
crimes; ~uch 88 adultery and fraud j and 

'- Offenses against the Constitution ood laws of Ma
sonry. written or unwritten. 

§ 3. The penalties which may be in1licted upon an in. 
dividual Mason. for an offen~e. are : 

1. Reprimand or censure j 2. Sl1spension for a deo.· 
nite time; anu.3. Expulsion. 

§.. Masonic offenses may also be committed by a 
Lodge in the particulars defined by the Constitutiou. and 
not otherwiSe, and which are : 

1. Contumacy to the authority of the Grand Master 
or Grand Lodge. 

2. Departure from the Ancient Landmnrks ; 
3. DisobeJience to the ConstitlMion, and laws of the 

jurisdiction; and 
4. Neglecting to meet as a Ludge for oue year or 

more. 

§ 5. Every indivicll1al :!I!lason. aud every L'ldge accl1sed 
of a lIasouic offense, must be proceeded against by writ. 
ten charges called a Complaint, and notice thereof j and 
each is entitled to a spledy and impartial trial. 

§ 6. Any Mason in good stancling may pref~r a com. 
plnint to the proper authority against any other individ· 
ulIll'Iason, or against a Lodge, and may be 1\ witness on 
the trilll; but it is recommended that when preferred in 
a Lodge a.g'linst anyone in its jurisdiction, it should be 
by the Junior Wnrdeu j and in all cases after complaint 
m \de he shouhl be the persecutor. 
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§ 7. A oomplaint must be iu writ.inq and contain o.n 
ordel"ly statement of the fllcts constituting a Mll80nic of
fe se and should be brief bllt c('mprehensive, avoiding re
pe:ition, and olearly defining the nature of the offense 
charged, with an accurate spec fication of the time, place 
and circumstances of its alleged commission. 

§ 8. A complaint preferrl'd in a Lodge should be sub
stautio.lly in the form designated as "Form No. 1." ; or 
as designated "s "Form No.2"; or o.s •• -Form No.3" as 
exampl/!s; and which may readily be adapted to any 
other Case of Masonic offense. 

.Form lVo. 1. 

The Complaint. 

.. To the ..lfaster, lvardens and Ere/hern qf 7iiluminar 
Lodge, No. 800 : 

CHARGE. Brother A. B. is hereby charged with immoral 
and ulllnasonic conduct: 

First Specljication. That the said A. B., on the first day 
of April, 1859, in the public >treet o.t Freetown, in the 
oounty of--,and then being a member of said Lodge, 
was in a ,;tate of intoxication from the iDlmoderate lind 
improper use of intoxicating liquor, in viclation of his 
duty as a Mason, and to the scandal and disgrace of the 
Fraternity. 

Second Specljication. That the "aid A. B., on tIle first day 
of April, 1859, at Freetown aforesaid, and at variou~ other 
tirol's and places in the year 1859, wa~ illtoxir-ated with 
strong and 8pirituousliquors. althongh a6uouishcd there. 
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fOl' by the Master and Wardens'of this Lodge, in violation 
of his duty as a lIason, and to the great scandal and dis. 
grace of the Masonic Fraternity. 

And it is hereby demanded that the said A. B. be dealt 
with, therefor, according to M!lSonic law and usage. 

Dated April 9, 1859. S. L. Junior WUI·den." 

F01'1Il No. Ii. 

The Complaint in another form. 

.. To the Masters, Wardtns and Brethern of Triluminar 
Lodge, No. 800 : 

OHA.BGE. Bro. C. D. is he~eby charged with immoral 
and unm(lsonic conduct: 

First Specification. That the said C. D. on the first day 
of April, 1859, at Freetown in the county --, and then 
being a member of said L~dge, in tile presence and hear
ing of Bro. E. F. and others, spoke and delliared of Bro. 
G. H. of Anchor Lodge, No. 801, tllese words in sub
stance : that the said G. H. was a dishonest man; that he 
was a knn.ve and a cheat; Rnd that he was a liar: to the 
great injury of the said G. H. and of the common scandal 
and disgmce of the Masonic Fraternity. 

Second Specification. '1'hat the said C. D. on the first 
day of April, 1859, at Freetown aforesaid, in the ~,resence 
and helLripg of Mr. Y. Z. and others, publicly spoke aud 
declared of tile said G. H., who wns not present, that he, 
the said G. H • W!lS a dishonest man. a 1m ave, a cheat and 
a liar, in violation of the duties of the said C. D., as Ilr 

Master Mason, to the great injury of the said G. H., and 



50 WSONIC CODE OF PBOCEDUlIE. 

to the common scandal and disgrace of the said Anchor 
Lodge, No. 801, and of the Masonio Fraternity: 

And it is therefore hereby demanded that the said O. D. 
be put upon trial therefor. 

Dated April 9, 1859.' S. L., Junior Warden." 

Fonn No.3. 

The Complaint-Another lihrm • 

.. To the Master, WlU'dens and Brethren, of Triluminar 
Lodge, No. 800: 

CHARGE. Bro. E. F., is hereby charged witll unmasonic 
conduct: 

Specification. That heretofore said TriluminlU' Lodge 
adopted a Code of By-Laws, and amongst other thiugs 
provided by Section 21 of said By-Laws, which has ever 
since been and is in Cull force, in snbstance aud effect that 
B:lid Lodge might tax its members for Masonic purposes i 
that at a stated communication of said Lodge, held on the 
24th day of December, 1858, said Lod:::e adopted a l'eso
lution to impose a tax upon each of its members of three 
doll aI's to replenish the Charity Fund of said Lodge; that 
on snirl last m.ntioned day said E. F. was a member of 
snid LoJge nud had subscribed to sairl By·Laws. and is 
still a member of snid Lodge, but that the said E. F., 
altllOugh of sufficient pecuniary means aud ability, refnsed 
to pay said tax of three dollars, nnd still refnses to pay 
the samt', ('ontrary to the provisions of said Section :/,1 
of said By-Laws, to the injury of said Lod((e. and in vio
lation of his duties and obligations as a lIaatbr ~:;.: 
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and it is therefore hereby demanded that the said E. F. 
be put upon his trial therefure. 

Dated. April 9, 18G!). s. L., Junior Warden. 

§ 9. The prooeedings 0::1. e. complaint to a Lodge nnder 
"Form No. I." (selected as an enmple) are contained 
in the pI seeding Section 8, and in the Sections following 
to aud includicg Section 20. 

§ 10. 'nle complaint must be presented in open Lodge 
at a Stated Communication, Bnd a motion should be madl! 
and adopted that the complaint I>e received and Commi~
sionsJ:S appointed before further proceedinge clln be 
had. 

§ 11. The complaint need not be copied in the minutes 
but its nature Baall be ent~red with the fact of its recep
tion aud reference, and the names of the Commissioners 
appomted by the master. 

§ 12. When such a motion of receptit>n and reference \ 
has been adopted, tbc Muster should forthwith appoint 
tbree capable and disinterested members of the Lodge as 
Commisl;ioners. If a bro.her appointed as Commissioner 
shall know of any oause which would disqnalify bim from 
.acting, it is bis duty to state it eitber in open Lodge or 
privately to the Master, in order that another may be forth
with I;ubstituted. 

§ 13. (Strieken out, 1874.) 
§ 14. It i'l the duty of the Secretary of the Lodge immedi

ately to serve upon the accused a copy of the complaint 
with a lloticeannexed, except in cuses melltio.led in SIlC

tion 17. 
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§ 15. The notice aunoxed to the complaint may be in 
the following form: 

Ji'orm No.4. 

Notice'll Complaint. 

"Bro. A. B.:-Take notice that the within (or foregoing) 
iaa copy of the complaint preferred against you at a Stated 
Communication of Trilnminar Lodge, No. 800, held on the 
11th of April, inst.; and that Bros. R. S., T. U., and V. W. 
were appointed Commissioners to hear and try the same. 

Dated April 10, 1859. P. Q., &cretary. 

§ 16. Commissioners should determine if possible a 
the time the complaint is preferred, when and where they 
will meet for trial, and inform the Secretary thereof. in 
which Cllse he will add to the above notice the following: 
"aud that they ,,-m meet for the purpose on the 20th day, 
of April, 1859, at seven o'clock, p.m., at Triluminar Lodge 
Room in Freetown, at or before which time you are re
quired to answer said complaint." 

§ 17. If from any cause the complaint cannot be person· 
ally served, then a notioe of its presentation, and the na
ture of the charges it contains should be sent to accused 
by mail, or other safe conveyance, if his residence be 
known; if the residence be not known, then after a rea
sJnable time and after diligent inquiry, tbe Secretary 
should leave such notice at the last place of residence, or 
place of business of the accused, with informlltion that a 
copy of the complaint will be furniRhed when demanded 
by the accused. 
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§ 18. The notice hi the case mentioned in Section 17, 
may be in the following (orm : 

Form No.5 • 

.Nillies to Absent Defendant. 
of Bro. A. B.:-Take notice that at a Stated Oommuni

cation of Triluminar Lodge, No. 800, held in Freetown, 
on the 9th day of April, 1859, charges of unma80nic con
duct were prderred against you; that Bros. R. S., T. U .• 
and V. W., wl>rc appoill ted Oom missioners to hear and try 
the same; that IL copy of the complaint will be furnished 
you on demand, and you are required to answer said com
plaint within--dIlYs th"rea.fter, and serve your answer 
upon me. 

Dated April 16th, 1873. P. Q., Secretary. 

§ 19. After senice of the complaint, if the accuser of 
the accused has an objection to the Commissionel's, or any 
of them. he should as soon as possible make his challen
ges, thr.t the Master, if satisfied that the challenge is made 
upon good groundR, may make another appointment, aud 
it should state specifically the grounds on which it is made. 
Challenges may. however, be made to Commissioners at 
any timt', before the trial commences. 

§ 20. If there be doubts whether the grounds of the 
challenge are sufficient, the Master sOO111.e the trier. when 
all or two of the Commissioners are challenged; or when 
but one is challenged the' other Commissioners may act 
as triers; but it is recommended that if there be reason· 
able objection, or if probable cause for challenge be mani· 
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fest, that the challenged Commissioners remove all ob
jection by resignation, in which case the Master will ap
point another, and if made at any other time than at a 
Communication of the Lodge, that he supply the vacancy 
by appointment in writing. lo be filed with the Seeretary, 
who shall present the same to the Lodge when nm COJl

v~ned. 

§ 21. The appointment of Commissioners being com
pleted, it is next the duty of the accused to answer the 
('omplaint. As this must be in most cases, if not all, 
eq~ivalent to the well-known plea of .. Not guilty," the 
form is immaterial, but to complete the record it may be 
in the following form : 

Form No.6. 

The .A7I8teer. 

"C. D. in person, denies the complaint made against 
him, and every matttrand thing contained in the charges 
and several specifications of the same lIS therein stated and 
let forth, and demands trial thereon. C. D. II 

§ 22. 'The answer, however, may vary according to the 
facts of each clISe ; lIS for example one specification may 
be admitted and another denied; or the charges and 
specifications may be admitted and malters set forth in 
excuse or extenuation of any or all of the speellications ; 
or the charges and IIpecilications may be admitted with a 
denial that they constitute Masonic offence, (the lII8t 
beug "hilt is called a demurrer), but which to avoid tech
nicality will be termed a special anllwer. 
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§ 23. The special answer to the complaint may be in 
the following form: 

The Special Answer. 

"0. D. in parson, answers the complaint made agninst 
him, and without denying the charges or specifications 
therein, says, that the statements in said complaint do 
not present sufficient fucts to constituts a Masonic offence, 
because he says that it is contrary to the principles of 
Masonic law for a Lod~e to tax its members!" [or whatever 
else may be the grounds of the special answer.] 

§ 24. The answer whether general or special being 
made, the isijue is formed and the parties proceed to 
trial, at the time and place appointed by the Com. 
missioners, of which the acoused· should always have 
reasonable notice in writing. 

§ 25. If a sllecial answer be made and the deoision be 
against the accused, he will still be permitted to put in 
an answer denyine or excllliing the oharges in the manner 
above stated, and hence it is best not to interpose a special 
answer, as the BOOused mayalwnys hnve the benefit of 
any question of Masonio law under a general answer. 

§ 26. The attendmce of witnesses on either side, when 
they are Masons, tuny be enforced by summons, which 
may be issued by any Master of 0. Lodge, and tully be in 
th~ following form : 



66 JrL\8ONIC CODE OJ!' PBOCEDt1BL 

Form No.8. 

The Summons for W'UIlUS • 

.. To Bro. I. J. :-You are hereby summoned and re
quired to attend as a witness before the Commissioners 
appointed for the trial of Bro. A. B., on certain charges 
preferred against him on the 20th day of April. 1859, at 
7 o'clock, P. M., at the Lodge-room of Triluminar Lodge, 
No. 800, in Freetown: and there to testify the truth 
acoording to ,our knowledge on hehalf of [naming the 
party summoning him]. 

Dated April 16, 1859. K. L. Masin' of Star Lodge. 1."0. 900." 

§ 27. The summons may be made to answer for se-verlLl 
witnesses by inserting their several namps and adding the 
words .. and each of you" after the word .. yon" ; taking 
oare to leave a blank after the first name for the insertion 
of othpr names. The attendance of witnessetl other than 
Masons mu~t neoes811.rily be voluntary only. 

§ 28. The brother disobeying such Rummons is liable 
to discipline in the Hume manner as for diRobedieuce to 
auy other summons; nnd for this reason, the one serving 
it should note Upvll it when and how it was served, 
whethl'1' personally or otherwise. 

§ 29. The complHint for disobeying a summons mlLy be 
in the following form: 
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Form No.9. 

Complain! for Disobeying Summons. 

"To the Master and Wardens of Triluminar Lodge No. 800: 
OiIABGE. Bro. I. J. is hereby charged with unmasonic 

conduct. 
Specification. That the said I. J., having taken the solemn 

obligations of a Master Mason, and being a member of 
laid Triiuminar Lodge, No. 800, in good standing, was, 
on the 16th day of April, 1859, personally served with a 
summons to attend as a witness before the Commissioners 
appointed for the trial of Bro. A. B .• on certain charges 
against the said A. B., on the 20th day of April, 1859, at 
seven o'clock, P. M., at the Lodge-room of said Triluminar 
Lodge, No. 1:100, in Freetown, there to testify the truth 
according to his knowledge, on behalf of said Triluminar 
Lodge, which summons was issued by K. S., Master of 
Star Lodge, No. 900 ; and that the saitl I. J., wbolly dis
rt'garding said summons Rnd his sol:mu obligations as a 
Master Mason to obey the snme, and did not attend at 
the time and place specified in said summons, but wholly 
neglected and refused so to do, to the grpat injury of said 
Triluminar Lodge, and to the evil example of the whole 
Masonic Fraternity: 

Wherefore, it is demanded that the said I. J., be brought 
tot trial and punishmeu t therefor. 

Dated April 21, 1859. S. L., Junior Worden." 

This form, with the necpssory alterations, may be 
adapted to any case of wilful disregard of any lawful 
summons of a Brothel' Master Mason, or of a lawful Lodge 
of Master Masons. 
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§ SO. Testimony may be taken by Commission (as 
limited in Section 38 following) wh~n the witness to be 
examined re3ides at such distance as may be inconvenient 
for him to attend, of~which fact the Commi£l8ioners 
appointed for the trial shall be thejndges, and the attend
ance of such witnesses to testify may (if he be B Mason) be 
compelled by sumu.ons, as prescribed in Sections 26 and 
27 preceding. 

§ 31. Reasonable notice of intention to apply for a 
Commission must he given by the applicant therefor, and 
may be in this form: 

Form 1'1'0. 10. 

Notice of Commission. 

" To S. L., Junior Warden :-Take notice that I shall 
apply to the Commissioners appointed for the trial of the 
charges against me at Triluminar Lodge-room, in Free
town, on the 20th day of April 1859, at 7 o'clock, P. 11., for 
a Commission to examine W. Bro. H. J., MRster of Hearty 
Lodge, No. 777, to examine X. Y., as a witness on my 
behal( on interrogatories. 

Dated Apri116th, 1859. A. B." 

§ 32. If the Commissioners at the time of hearing, on 
this notice decide to iuue the Commission, it should be 
iBBued to the Master or a Warden of the nearest or most 
convenient Lodge to the witneBB, (unless there be reason
able objeotion to such Master or Warden), to act as 
Examiner; and it may be in the following form : 
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Form ~o.ll. 

(bmmissionfor Wilnel8. 

II To W. Bro: H. ;(;, Master of Hearty :Lodge, 1to. 777. 

69 

YOll are bereby appointed Euminer to take the testi
mony (>f Bro. F. F., of Nobleaburg, in your county, Q8 0 

witne88 in the matter of the oharges pr .. rerred in Tri. 
luminar Lodge, No. 800, against Bro. A. B., of si.l 
Lodge, at sucb early time and oonvenient place as YOIl 

may appoint, upon the interrogatories Rnd cros~-inter 
rogatoriea hereto annexed. and reduce his am,verll thereto 
to writing, to he subscribed by him, and by you. oertiht1 
to us, and returned forthwith by mail to the Secretnry of 
said Triluminar Lodge, acting in the premisell with all 
convenient spee~ 

Dated Freetown, April 20th, 1859. R. S. } 
[SEAL OF TRILUMIN4B LODGE.] T. U. Commlss!oners." 

AUMt: P. Q., &crel.ary. V. W. 

§ 83. At the time of hearing on the application for Com
mission, or Rt suob otber time IIiI shall be agreed upon or 
appointed, the parties shall prepare, and the Com
missioners (or one of their number designated by them) 
shall settle their respected ilJterrogatories or cross-inter
rogatorieL 

~ 34. The interrogatories (or questions) may be in the 
following form 

Form No. 19. 

Interrogatories. 

co Interrogatories to be proposed to F. F., a witness to 
be examined on Commis~ion annexed: 

• 
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Mrst Interrogatory. What is your age, occupation and 
residence? 

Second Interrogatory. Are you acquainted with A. B. 
llRmed in the annexed Commission? and if so, for how 
long a time? 

Third Interrogatory. Were you at Freetown on the first 
day of April, 1859? and if so, did you see A. B. there? 

Fuurth Inte7'Togatory. What was the state of his health at 
that time? and if not good, state what was his disease? 
how it affected his actions? 

[And so on, numbering each separate interrogatory or 
question by itself.] 

Lastly. Do you know any other matter or thing bene
ficial to the said A. B. in this matter? if so, state it 
fully. A. B." . 

§ 35. The interrogatory oommencing "lastly" must 
always be inserted and always answered. If the witness 
hus anything additional t() state, it should be added; ifhe 
b.us not, it should be so stated. 

§ 36. The croBS-interrogatories may be in the following 
form: 

Form NC'>. 13. 

fuss-Interrogatories. 

"CroBS-interrogatories to be proposed to F. P •• a wit
ness to be examined on CommiBSion answered: 

Firs! Interrogatory. Do you know what eAused the ilI
health of A. B. ? if so atate fully the fact and the cause. 

• 
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[Then proceed with others, number"ng them in like 
manner, and concll1ding with" lastly," aud observing the 
BaDle rules as in case of interrogatol"ies.] 

S. L., Junior Warden." 

§ 37. The Comm;ssion, copy of complaint, inter
rog,~torie8 and cross-interrogatories, will then be fastened 
together and sent to the Examinu. 

§ 38. The Examiner having procured the nttendance of 
the wituess at the time and place appointed, will take his 
ttBtimony in the same manner as on trial, and put it in 
writing, and may commence in this form: 

Form No. It,. 

Deposition. 

II Examination of F. F., a witness produced before me 
in the mattpr of the annexed charges against A. B., taken 
at Nobl'?sburg on the 27th day of April, 1859, and who 
testified as a lIaster Mason [or who stated, see § ~9, subd. 
i] as follows: 

To the nret interrogatory the said F. F. says: My age 
is 35. I am a far~er, and reside ,t Noblesburg. 

To the second interrogatory he says: I know A. B., and 
have been acquainted with him for over ten years. [And 
80 on, giving the answers in full to each interrogatory.] 

r.. .. t1y. The said F. F. says i& answer thereto: I do not. 
'1'0 the first cross-interrogatory tbe said F. F. says: 
And proceed as on the iuterl'ogatOl'ies, adding a reply to 

II Lr.stly." F. F," 
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§ 39. The e.nswers to the several intel'rC'gatories and 
cro~s-interrogatorietl being written, the witness will sub
scribe the same, and the Examiner will then certify as 
follows : 

I"orm No. 15. 

Certijicate to Interrogatories . 

.. I certify that the foregoing is a copy of all the testi_ 
mony of F. F., a witneFs examined before me by virtue of 
the annexed Commission, at the time and place therein 
specified. 

Dated Noblesburg, Apri127,1859. H. J., .&:aminer. 

§ 40. It will be most convenient, and it is recommended 
to be obs'OlrvE'd in practice, that the parties should agree as 
to the issuing of the Commission, and to whom, and also 
agree upon the interrogatories and cross-interrogatories. 
and enter into a stipule.tion, which may be in this form. : 

Form No. 16. , 
Stipulation/or COmmission. 

II We do hereby stipulate and sgree to the issuing of the 
·annex.ed commission, nad to the examin~tion of F. F., th6 
witness therein named. by virtue thereof, in answl'r to the 
interrogatories and cross-interl'ogatories annexed, agreed 
to by us. S. L., Junior Warden. 

Dated April 16, 1859. A. B," 

§ 41. No Commissiou ahall issue to take testimony in 
behalf of the complainant, to be used on a trial on charges, 

• i 
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without the oonsent in writing of the !\Coused; Bnd in such 
C,\S6, if they agree upon the issuing of a Commission, the 
Rigning of a stipula~ion like that mentioned in Section 40 
Bhall be regiU'ded 1\8 such consent in writing. 

§ 42. When teRtimony is taken on behalf of the com
plainant by Commission, with the written consent of the 
accused, it will be condncted by the same rules as on be
half of the accused her"in before stated. 

§ 43. When the Commissioners meet to proceed with 
the trial, they should organize by appointing oue of their 
number to preside as Chairman, unless the Master be a 
COIn!IliRsioner. Should they fail to do so, the Commis
sioner first named will preside. '.rhey should also choose 
one of their number to act as Clerk, and keep the minutes 
of their preceedings and of the testimony. They should 
be furnished by the Secretary of the Lodge with a certifi. 
cate of their appointment, and the resolution under which 
itwaB mnde. 

§ 44. The Commissionel"ft being duly organized, and 
the accu8pd bsving answered the complaint, are prepared 
to hear and receive the evidence in the case. 

§ 4.5. Evidence is the meana by which any alleged mat
ter of fact, the truth of which is submitted to investigation 
is estnblished or disproved, Dnd the rules of evidence, 
including those which relate to the admissibility of tes
timony and tbe competency of witneBBes to be observed by 
Commissioners, arA such BS hnve been established and are 
recognized in courts oflaw in the ordinary a,:min:stration 
of justice, and cannot be set forth in detllil here. 
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§ 46. There are certain great principles of evi~e!!.ce, 
however, which may be brielly stated, and which if prop
erly regal'ded will be sufficient gUides in Masonic trails, 
and whIch are: 

1. That each party to a trial is bound to produce the 
best and highest evidence in his power to estab
lish or disprove any alleged m:\Uer of fact. 

2. That to establish or disprove any alleged matter of 
fact, the matter to which a witness testifies mat. 
be within his actual personal knowledge; ond 
that tlle substance of 'he issue must be proved 
by the {"cts so t ('stified, ('Ir such a Reries of facta 
(conmony called I ir,.'umstantial evid&noE') as 
combin~d, will I· ad to an ir,'esistible conclusion, 
establishing or disproving an .. lleged matter of 
f,c. 

3. Thnt the burden cf proof always rests with the 
party holdin ~ the affirmative, aud hence, in .. 
Mso~ic trbl, lies upon the complainant first; 
and in a like manner, when a defence is based 
upon substantive matters of fa t, th, burden of 
proof lies upon the a~cnsed; I nd, therefore, when 
the testimony in a CMe is b~lanced the party hold
ing the affirma:i \'e cannot fail, 

4. That every mateliall\llegation in a complaint mU8~ 
be proved, and subs!antiall" as 'ai 1: but need 
not precisely conform to the chArge in matterB of 

time and place, nnless time and pI Ice are them
selves necessary 10 constitute an ollElnlo or to 
o nCer jurisdiction. • 
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5. That hearsay eyidence is inndmissible, l':lcopt to 
prove pcmeral rrj)utatioll WLi»h )"n be 
Pnown Py the hommOll ccpeech othen) , and 
that in eliciti:lg facts frum a witnes8. leading 
c{llestine»)) (that thosil )'lCquir a lIf~ 

thma or nlCplClive aC)CWl r) Dr)) ))ot permitted, 

6. That confessions Ilnd IldmiRsioJ;s a e to be re eived 
m)th cam] 1\1::), t cat no oouvicticm (an 
follow proof, witholli; jurthllc proof the 
offense charged has been committed; but this 
does noc lCpply when of g my is to 
the nt-)ll that )edmLS llolUm ;;»lon of 
of the offense itself, an'! its co=ission by the 
accllsed, 

7. th;;))), are III 'yfrcdn thinhs of whIch Commis-
sio,,~r, may judicially ake notice \\ ithout proof, 
(lCch as facts in h story, or geography: or any 
((iencee lCe)d h)e l)peratioml of the lliws of norure. 

S. That b .t· on· wi ness is neccesary to estnb:ish a 
fClct or series of iacts within his knowLedge, ex
lCllpt wicem the of 0(imin31 require au 
additional witness. 

~. 'l'ha; no witness is to be excluded on the pround 
reliiclons belleeK, or of interent, lend tie ncr the 

accused is a competent witness in his own behalf. 

§ 47 "n·en a ,l .. 'l··"on a"enlled 0)1 offe1ecn M~smnit)jnl1y, 
ems b;e: :onvir)~~:" of i~~,;e~n 1 in a 0: or 
when it has been ju .icially es nblished in a civ I ac ion 

is unnl1·ilssarp repecnt j tee evid nllte in !lIt8onic trial, 
dut th te)llOrd tlltch with coof 01 identitd the 
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accused, .hnl'. be sufficient to justify a conviction by 
Commissioners, unless an appeal shull h ,ve been taken 
flom the jud;(ment of such court. 

§ 48. The minutes cf proceedings of the Commission
ers mny be in the following forln' 

F01'm No. 17 

Minules of Commission • 
.. Thfo CommiRsioners appointed for the trial of Bro. A. 

D., on the complaint and answer hereto ann~xed (mrked 
Aj. pursuant to tue following resolati n [copy res. h:tion), 
assembled at the Lodge·room of Triluminur Lodge No. 
BOO, in Freetown. on Wednesday evening, the 20th day of 
April, 1859. 

Present: R. S., T. U. and V. W., Commissioners. 
R. S. was chosen Chairman, T·. U., Clerk, and V. 

'V., Mar~hal." 
"A. B., the accuse ,np ea ed before UR, an I objected 

to T. U., one of lhe Comm'ssioners, on the ground that 
l1e was present at the meeting of the Lodge when the 
charges were preferred, and voted for their reftrcnc~. 

Bro. T. U. statrd that he had formed no opinion on the 
subject; and the oth"r Commissi ners dt'cided that he was 
competent to act as ComUliijsion"r, to which Bro. 13. took 
an exception. 

'1'he complaint was then read by Bro. S. L., Juni')!' War
den, together with the answer of Bro. A. B. 

Bro. B. then requested that P. S., an attorn~y-l1t-1A"', 

who is not n Milson, should examine the witue,ijes on hill 
Lehalf, and 8ssi.t him in his d"fence. The CumlDissioliers 
dechll.'u ugaiust the request, to which Bro. B. took en Cl.-
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coptiOn. The Commissioners further state<1 that R.). B 
lllight engage the services of any Brother lIIIson to IIssist 
in his defence, and he therefore employed Bro. N. 0., to 
assist him aa Counsel. 

Bro. O. objected to the complaint as being vngue and 
uncertain, but the Commissioners decided itto be su1licient; 
to which Bro. O. took an exception. 

Bro. E. F. was then introduced as a witnes~ by the Jun
ior Wardt'n, and teslified as a Master Mason liS follows: 
I am acqnainted with Bro. A. B.; I saw him on lI'Liu 
street, iu Freetown, on the first day of April hlst; I was 
on the opposite side of the street; he appeared to be in
toxicated; [an objection was here made to the testimony 
as to the appeflrance of the accused. but it was overruled 
and an exception taken] he was there for about half an 
hour; he rreled as he walked; etc. 

On crosR-examination. Bro. E. F .• further testified: I 
know that Bro. B. had beeu sick; etc. 

. Tile Commissioners then adjourned to meet at the same 
place on Thursday evening, the 21&t April. 1859. at seven 
o'clock p.m. 

T1U1rt1day Evening, Ap,'l121, 1859. 

The CommiRsioners met pursuant to ailjonrnmeut : 
Pre.9ent: All the Commissioners; and also. Bro. L. the 

Juuior Warden, and Bro. A. B. and his counsel, Bro. 0.; 
Bro. U. officiated as Chairman. 

Mr. H. C. was lhen introdnced a~ a witness I.y the Jun
ior Wa;rden, al1d stated as follows: I waR in Freetown on 
the first day of April, iust .• A. B. wns thpre; etc. 

The proofs on the part of the complain'tnt hNe rested. 
Bro. 0., on behalf of Bro. A. B. then prodacetl tho 
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swom nffidnvit of Mr. J. R., and offered it in evid!'ncf'. to 
which the Junior Warden objected on tbeground that Mr. 
R. should be produced for cross-examination. 

The Commissioners sustained the objection on that 
ground and Bro. O. excepted. • 

Mr. R. was then introdnced, and the Juuior Warden 
t11en consented that hiR affidavit might be read, aud which 
was then read accordingly, and is hereto annexed (marked 
B.) 

The Junior Warden then cross-examined Mr. B., who 
stated as follows: etc. 

The testimony of F. F., a witness examined by Commis. 
sion on the part of the accnsed, W8B then read ill evideuce 
and is hereto annexed (marked C.) 

The proofs being closed, after hen.ring both parties, the 
Cocmissioners decided to meet again on the 23d day o! 
April, instant, to determine on their report. 

Saturday. April 23, 18:j9. 

The Commission aFrain met by themselves. anil after 
oonsnltntion, derided npon their report, a copy of which 
is hereto annexed <marked D,) and notified the partial! 
thereof. 

<Signed by the Commissioners. ,.) 

§ 49. In masonlo trials and proceedings thereupon, the 
following rules, indicated in the form of minutes given ill 
Section 48, should be observed: 

1. The statement of objections with the grounds ot 
them, and the decision of the Commissiouen 
thereon should be stated. 
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2. On the trial the Junior Warden shoul'] properly 
act as the pI'oseculor, but another brother IIllly 

be employed., • 
8. The respective parties may have counsel, but no 

attorney or counsel not being a }Jason, shall be 
permitted to act in a Masonic trial. 

'- Witne~ses who are Masons testi(v by virtue of 
their obligations as such; other witnesses n.ake 
theil' statements without reference to any oath or 
obligation, their credibility depending upon their 
gellerd character, which may be impeached by 
testililony, and so may that of other witnesses. 

6. No testimony shall be taken or received upon any 
trial, when the accused appears in person or by 
counselat the trial, except in the presence of the 
accu~ed or his counsel, and an opportunity giveu 
to them for cross-examination, and when taken 
down mnst be Il<;! nearly as possible in the words 
of·the witness, and as if speaking in the first per
son. 

6. Every proceeding Ullon trial, including the time 
and place of adjournment, should be carefully 
noted in the minutes. 

7. No p"rson shall.bepermitted to be present at a Ma· 
sonic trial but Master Masons, except a witness, 
and he only while testifyng. 

8. ,J.. masonic trial should be conducted in all res· 
p~cts as near al' may be like the trial of Itn action 
of a criminal nature in a court of record, and be 
governed by the same genel'al rules. 
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9. When a trial is concluded, the Commissioners 
shall deliberate by themselves, without other per
sens being present till th~ir decision be made. 
which should be as speedily as possible, and of 
wLich notice in writing should be given to the 
respective parties. 

§ 50. The notioe of decision may be in the following 
form: 

Fol'1ll 1'10. 18. 

Notice oj Decision • 

.. To Bro. 8. L., . Tunior Warden, aud Bro. A. D.: 

You will each take notice thnt we have agreed upon Rnu 
signed our report in the matter of charges against Bro. A. 
B., referred to us by which we have found the chargee 
sustained, and Bro. A. B. guilty the.eof, and that the ex
penses of the procedings 118 paid by him: and that 'W~ 

shall present the report to Triluminar Lodge at its Statt-d 
Communicatian on the 30th April, instant. 

Dated April 23, 1859. (Signed by the Commissioners.") 

§ 51. The decision having been agreed upon, the Com
missioners will draw up their report thereof for the action 
of the Lodge. It need not, in the first place, state any
thing but the facts found and the conclusions thereon of 
the Commissioners. These concln~ion8, like those of 
other committees. should be in the form of resolution-., 
for the definite action of the Lodge. 

§ 52. On the presentation of the report, if the Lodge 
desire to have the minutes of the proceeding~ reAd, inelo,l· 
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Ing the testimony, th" Commission6rs must comply by 
reading the same, emb1'l\cing them in a sllpplementary 
report. 

§ 53. The report should be fall anli may be in the flll· 
lowing form: 

"orm 1'10.19. 

Report of Commissioner, • 

.. oro the Mast~r, Warden and Brethren of Trilumiua .. 
Locl8e, No. 8001 

The Commissioners appointed for tbe trial of Bro. A.. B. 
OD charge" of intoxil'ation, heretofore preferred in thi. 
Lodge, respectflllly report : 

Thnt they met at the Lodge·room of this Lodge on 
Wednesiay evening, the 20th of Apri·, last past, and Bro. 
A. B. having answered the complaint against him hy 
general denial, and the CommiBsion< rs having duly organ_ 
ized. they proceaded to hear and try the m~tterB referre,t 
to tht'm. 

That objections were made to Bro. U., one of their num
ber, whiCh they overrilled, and also refused to permit Bro. 
B. to appear by counsel who was not a Mason, and there
f Ird Bro. N. O. appe Lred for him. That objection WIIS 

made to the suffioiency of the complaint and overruled. 
That tley proceeded to take testimony [in the cour>e of 

which they decided not to admit a sworn affidavit, unless 
the deponent was pres~nt to be cross.examined]. and Bro. 
E. F., and Mr. H. C. and Mr. J. P. were eXllmined n, 
witnesses; and the testimony of Bro. F. F., taken by Com· 
miB.iioll, was produced and read. 
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Tha' they held three m~etiDgs, the last of which WAS for 
'h" purpose of agreeing npon lind preparing this report. 

Tbolt from the testimony before them they find the 
following fJcts : 

1. That Bro. A. B. was intoxica.ted with strong and 
spiritous liquors, in a public place in Freetown, on the 
f'.r~t dlly of April, 1859. 

2. That Bro. A. B. h,"s been at lenst twice intoxicated in a 
public place in FreetowD afores.\id. wi,hin two weeks 
previous • 0 the said first dlly of April, 1859. 

They therefore recommend the adoption olthe following 
resolulious: 

Resolved, That the charges of intoxication against Bro. 
A. B., made and presented to this Lodge on the 9th day 
of April, 1859, on complaint of the Jnnior Warden, are 
!mstained, and that he is guilty of the said charges. 

Resolved, That Bro. A. B. be and he is hereby sUBfended 
lrom this Lodge, and from the rights and privileges of 
Masonry, for the space of three months from this dote. 

R •. ,olved, That the charges and expenses of the Com
missioners, amonnting to the sum of three dollars, are 

o adjudged to be paid by said Bro. A. B. 
And that they have notified the Junior Warden and Bro. 

A. B. of their decision, 1108 expressed in the foregoing 
resolntions. 0 

All of which is respectfully anbmitted. 

D,.ted, April 23, 1859. T. U. Qmamls,iorter,." R. R.} 
V.W. 



GlLUlD LODGE. 73 

§ 54. If the report of the Commissioners be not unnni
mous, theCommis·ionE'r may expres~ his di~Rent therdrC'Dl 
at the end of th" report ot" the mnjority. (81HI. which is 
recommended instcad of making a separate minority 
t:eport), in the following form : 

Form No. 20. 

Dissent from Commissioner's Report. 

" I dissent from the report of the other CommiRsioners 
in this case of Brother A. B., both in thE-ir findings of 
fact and their condu~ions therefrom, ss expressed in the 
resolntions containpd in their report. 

Dated, April 23, 1859. 1 V. W., O:lmmissioner." 

§ 55. The report of the Commissioners having been 
made to the Lodge, some brother should move for the 
adoption of the resoh,ltions. aud uo motion for itQ accept
anre is nece··sury, ns a report ill always accepted uules~ 
objection be expre~sly made; but if a supplementary 
report is reqnired, thnt should first be moved; but if I.be 
Commissionf'r disspnls from the report in part only, it mDy 
be expressed in this form: 

.. I diFsentfrom so mueh of this report as finds that Bro. 
,A. B .:has been at least twice intoxicated in a public phue 
in Freetown aforesaid, within two weeks previous to tbe 
first dny of April, 1859 ; and from so much of the secont' 
resolution annexed thereto as fixes the term of his suspen. 
sion at three months. 

Dated, April 23, 1869. 
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§ 56. If the ~olutions Annexed to the l'f'port of the 
Commis.noners are adopted by the Lodge. then it stands 
R" the judgment in the ease until properly reversed. 

§ 57. The Lodge may, by resolution, reverse the 
decision of the Commissio~er, in every particular, except 
"" nerein stAted: or it may modify or ('bange it by in
creasing or diminishing the penalty; but it mny not reven;e 
or modilY the decision 88 to expenses; which can only be 
l'eVel'j:ed, modified or (banged ou appeal. 

§ 58. A. majority vote of the lodge ia IIllfIicient to adopt 
or l·jeet the dt'Cision of tbe Commissionl"lS liB to the gnilt 
of the accused, or to approve or modify the penally. 

§ 59. If the aCC1lBE'd be absent from the Lodge, it shall 
bl" thl" dnty of the Secrl"tary fortuwith to tran~mit a copy 
of the resolntions adopted by tbe Lodge in his CUBe, wilh 
a notice, which may be in the following form : 

"To Bro. A. B.; 

Form No. III. 

l.·o!ice oj Judgment. 

Tllk" notice, that the foregoing is 1\ copy of l'eRolutioD8 
rdopted by Triluminal Lodge, No. 800. at. their Com· 
munication held in thE'ir Lodge-room in Freetown, on the 
30th day of April, instant. I 

Dated, April 30, 1859. P. Q.. Secretary. 

~ flO. Procl"edin~s in CRBe of nn nnRffiliated Mason; 
c"mph.ints agaillbt a Lo,lge ; orcomplnints IIgninst 1\ lIas· 
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tE>r; or by one Lodge against anoth"r Lodg~ ; or Rgninst 
0\ m~mb"r of Ilnother Lodge-will be conducte.' in like 
mannel', conforming to tril,unals, circum,tauces, anu 
perdons charged, to be preferred to otRoels or body, aud 

1 to be actet! upon by ComwissionerR in like manner. Snch 
complainls should be -aiRtinctly addreRsfd to the officer 01' 

body who is to act thereou-:should be definite and specifio 
in their nature, oonforming to constitutional or legal 
provisions, and are to be acted upon by Commitibiouers 
appointed by such offioer or body. 

§ 61. COIrimisliionersappointed in the eases referred to 
in Seotion 60 will prescribe the penalty, as in case of Com
missioners appointed by the Mnstar of a Lo(lge. Bnll the 
deci..ion of. suoh Commiseioners is tinal, unless an appeal 
be tUen therefrom. 

§ 62. The report of the Commissioners mentioned in 
Section 60 must be made to the offioer or body appointing 
th~m. and notioe thereof will be given to the parties by 
the C mmV!sioners, adapting such notice to Form No. 20. 
The rep rt of such Commissioners need not conolude with 
reSnlntiolls. but should contllin a finding of the facts and 
the conclusions therefrom in an award of jUdgment in the 
1llLture of both a verdict nnd sentence. The report of such 
Commissionerol and their no Lice of judgment may be in 
the form following: 

Form Nn. 2:a. 

Report oj Cbmmis.9iolltr., 710t appointed by a .lfaster. 
~'To M. W. J. S. Gmnd Master [or R. W. B. E. D. D. C. 
M., all the C;)'Be may be] : 
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The under.iigned Commissioners, appointed b3 you in 
the case of Bro. A. B., of Trilumiuar Lo<lge No. 800, in 
the m,\t&er of oharges of intoxbation prolt'erred aga.io3t 
him by Bro. C. D., of Allohor Lod~e, No. 801, on the 9th 
do.y of April, 1859, having hear,\ the same upon the sni 1 
ohl\rgos and the answer thereto, Rnd the proofs and alle
gations of the parties, do respectfully report: 

'i'hat they have adjudged and determined as follows: 

1. That su.id chl\rges !\fe sllshined, and that Bro. A. 
B. is gnilty of the said charges. 

2. That the sRid Bro. A. 13. be nnd he is hereby BUB

pended from Raid 'l'riluminar Lodge ond from 
the right and prh·ileges of Masonry for the space 
of three months. 

3. Thl\t the said Bro. A. B. do pay the co~ts and ex
penses of the proceedings ou this trial, amount- , 
ing to the sum of thIrty dolbrs. 

And they further report thl\t a duplicate hereof hRS been 
duly filed with the Gr. Seorf\tary. All of wh ch is re-
speotfllHy submitted. 

Dated April 23d, 1859. [Signed by the Commissioners]. 

§ 63. The notice of judgment given by said Commis
sioners may be in the followiug form: 

F01'ID No. 23. 

Notice of Judgment by Commissioners. 

"To nro. C. D. and nro. A. B.: 
Take noticl', that we have this day mnde ancl signed Ol! 

report to tho. M. W. Grund Master [or R. W. -_.-• 

..... 
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D. D. G. M.] by which ,ve'have adjudged and determined 
that Bro. A. B. is guilty of the charges prefl.'rl'ed against 
him by Bro. C. D., and that he bc sl1"pl.'uded from Trilu
minar Lodge No. 800, and from the rights nnu privileges 

, ofl\lasonry for the space of three months; ana that he do 
pay the costs and expense" of the proceedings on his trial 
before us, amounting to the sum of thirty dollnrs. 

Dattd April 23, 1859. [Signed by the Commissbners.]" 

§ 64. Notices of judgment in the case mentioned in 
Section 59 and this section must be served in the same 
manner as the compl,iut, as the time for appeal com
mences to run from the time of such service. 

§ 65. When the accused fails to appear or answer, testi
mony mnst be takeu in the same manner as if he ap
peared find defended, and with even more technical accu· 
racy, fullness and certainty; and it is recommended and 
enjoined that, in such cases, Bome competent brother be 
designRted and required to appear for the Rccused, and to 
take care that he have a fair alld impartial trial. 

§ 66. The report upon a hearing and conclusions when 
a party fllils to appear, may be in the following form : 

Form 50.24. 

R>rm of Report, when accusedfails to appear • 
• ~ To the Master, Wardens and Brethren of Triluminar 

Lodge, No. 800 : 
The Commisflioners appointed for the trial of Bro. A. B. 

on charges of intoxication heretofore pref,-n'ed in this 
Lodge, and which are hereto annexed, respectfully nJ;o.t: 
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That they met at the Lodge-room of this Lodge on W ('d
nesday evening, the 20th A pri!, 1859, and all of their lJUlD. 

ber were present. That Bro, A. B. did not appear. Tuat 
Bro. P. Q., the Secretary of this Lodge, was then examined 
orally by them, and testiued as a Master lllason, that he 
served a copy of the complrunt on said charges on Bro. A_ 
B., personally, in Freetown, on the 6th day of April, 1659. 
That A. B., not appearing, after the lapse of more thRu 
one hour, aud fearing there might be a misapprehension. 
they adjourned one week, to meet at said Lodge-room on 
the 27th day of April, 1859, at seven o'clock p.m., and re
quested the Secretary of the Lodge to notify Bro. A. B. of 
the adjournmeut. 

That they met at said Lodge-room on the day and hour 
of adjournment. That Bro. A. B. did not appear. That 
they then examined Bro. P. Q., who testified as 1\ Unster 
MlIo!lon, that he informed Bro. A. B., on the Illornin~ of 
the 21st April, instant, of the adjournment, and particu
larly notified him of the place, dayaud hour. 

That nfter waiting more than one hour, they proceeded 
to hear proofs, and the Master having appointed Bro. D. 
C. to appear for Bro. A. B., he appeared 'lccor,Jingly, Bud 
heard the proof~ and cross·examined the witlle,se,.. That 
Bros. E. F., L. M., aud O. N. were f'xamined ns wil
nesses, and testified as Master Mllsons, and their tl'sti!llOUY 
was taken in full, and appears in these minute~. And th'lt 
having closed the testimony, they heard the argull.E'ut 
of Bro. D. C. in behalf of the accused, and 01' the Junior 
Warden ~n the part of the Lodge. That withont ad
jow'Ilment they proceeded to consider the mll.ltcr, au.! 
after consult'ition made a conclu~ioll Lhe.·co;], 
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That from the testimony before them they find the fol
lowing facts :" 

[Finding same as in Form No.1!) in § 53, aDd first two 
resolntions the same.] 

That there were no costs or expenses attending the trial 
Rnd they make none for their atteudance. And that they 
have notified the Junior Warden and Bro. A. B. of the 
conclusions embraced in this report. 

I All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Dated April 27, 1859. 
R.S.} 
T. U. Commissioners." 
V.W. 

Notice of judgment to be given herein the same as in 
§ 63. 

§ 67. When a complaint is made and the charges therein 
are admitted or confessed, proof of such admission will be 
snfficient to authorize Comuoissioners to make up their 
minutAs and report accordingly, in which case proof that a 
crime has been committed will also bc indispensably nec
essary. 

§ 68. It shall be deemed in all cases a disqualification 
for 1\ Commissioner to act, that he is a witness to prove 
any fact which prClves or disproves, or tends to prove or 
disprove the guilt or innocence of the accused. 
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PART II. 
O! Appeals. 

9 60. A. Mllsonic appeal is a proceeiling before tb~ 
Grand Loilge, or a Grand Officer, by which the scts anlf 
decisions of a Lodge or Commissioners npon Il t:ial, or npon 
a first appeal al'e reviewed, in order tt> arrest (orrors of law 
or fact alleged to have been made by a Lodge. Grand 
Officer, or Commissioners, froOl whose decisions and judg
ment the appeal is taken, so that justice mlly be done to 
all parties concerned; and such appeal may be brought by 
any party alleging himself Ilgglieved thereby. 

§ 70. The coniStitution of the Grand Lodge provides 
that the appeals from the decision of a Lodge or Com
missioners may be made within lIix months; but it is 
advisable that when a party is intending to appeal he 
lihould give notice of it, forthwith. 

§ 71. The first step taken may be either the appfal in 
form or simply notice thereof, but such notice must always 
be given before or after "ppeai, anti may be in the follow
ing form: 

Notice oj Appeal. 

.. To P. Q., Secretary ofTriluminar Lodge, No. 800: 
Take notice, that I shall take an appeal to the Grand 
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Looge of the Shte of New York Co\' tbe M. W. Grand 
Ma.'>ter, or R. W. Deputy Graud Mastel, or R. W. D. D, G. 
M. of the --District, as the case may be, and I\S he may 
cho:>se] from the action of said Trilumillar Lodge, on the 
30tD. day of AprH, 1859, in adopting the resolutions 
reported by the Commissoners in tbe matter of the com
plo.int against me by the Junior Warden of said Lodge, 
and heard and tried by said Commissioners, and that I 
shall a.ppeal on the grounus stated in my said appeaL 

:pated, May 4, 1859. A. B." 

[If notice is given after appeal taken, it will be varied 
by stating .. I have taken an appeal," &c., and .. I have 
appealed on the grounds," &c.] 

9 72. On receiving notice of appeal, the Secretary of 
the Lodge or Grand Officer (as the case may be) "ill 
transmit to the officer or body to whom sr which the 
app\:al i~ taken, a copy of all papers in the cnse from the 
complaint to the notice of appeal, both inclusive, duly 
certified and attested. 

~ 73. When the appeal is brought it should contain 
minutely and in detail the grounds of appeal, an(l unless 
such grounds be specified, it shall not'be regarded ItS an 
appeal. . 

§ n. The appeal may be in the following fOl'm : 

Form No. 26. 

The Appeal . 

.. To the Grnnd Lodge of the State of New York: [or M. \Y. 
Grnnd Master :] 
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Th uncle' igned herehy IIppeals to you from thedeci<ioll 
of TI'i1um:lJl.U" Lod e, No. !!OO, made April 30th. 1859, in 
adopting t~le re~olutions reported by Commi~s onel .... 
dechu'ing him guilty on complaint of iD.toxiclltion, suspend. 
in~ him fur three mon1hs, and adjudging him to pay tbe 
expenses of the trial; aud he speciftlls the following os 
the gr.mnds of his appeal: 

1. 'l'hat '1'. U., onelaf the Commissioness on his tria), wos 
incompetent to act as Imch, having beeu present. at tbe 
meeting of Shill Lodge when the complaint against him 
WIlS prAferred, and voted for its relerenee to Com· 
misRioners. 

2. That the Commissioners erred in deciding that P. 8., 
Esq., should not be allowed to assist him in his def.nce. 

S. 'I'hat the second specification of the complnint is 
vague and unceru.in. 

4. That the Commissioners ('rred in receiving testimony 
liS to appearances 01 intoxicatioll. 

5. That they erred ill rtjecting the 6worn aflidavit 01 
J'.R. 

6. '.rhat the proofs in the Case werd not sufficient to 
warrant their findings of fact. 

7. That t .. e Lodge erred in passing the aforesaid resolu· 
tioDs by a majority vote. 

All of which appears by the pllperd, proceedings; IlUd 
evidence ill the case. 

Dated, AoIuy 11, 1859. A. D'" 

§ 75. A copy of the IIppell) shonltl be sPTvpd on the 
Secretary of the Lodge or OlliCd!' (liS th" ('aSs Illlly iJ.;, 
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and a copy also sent or delivered to the Grond Se('retnry, 
who shall forthwith notify the Lodge or other complninant 
thel'eof. 

§ 76. An answer to the appeal sbonld be made within 
the time required by the Lodge or officer by whom the 
decision or judgment was pronounced, and unless 
answered within thirty days after noticd thereof, the appeal 
m:1y be regarded as admitted to be well taken. 

§ 77. The answer to the appeal may be in the following 
form : 

Form No. 2'1'. 

Answer to Appeal 
.. Triluminar L')dge, No. 800, answers the appeal of A. 

B., and says : 
That the' said Lodge denies that there is any error in 

the proceedings of silid Lodge, or of the Commi"sioners 
nppointeu fur the trial of the ,aid A. B •• and further SIlYS 

thllt the decision of slIid Lodge in said case is sustained 
both by Masonic law and the evidence therein applIcable 
thereto. 

Dated, May 21,1859. S. L., Junior Warden." 

~ 78. If a specific denial is deemed necessllry, taking 
i~'ue upon each of the grounds of nppeal and assigning 
re:sons therefor, it may be in the following form: 

Form No. 2S. 

Specijic An-mer to A~al. 

II Trilnminar Lodge, No. SOO, answers the appeal of A. 
B., and says: 
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That the said Lodge denies that there is any error in 
the proceedings of said Lodge, or of the Commbsioners 
appointed for the trial of the said A. B., because the said 
Lodge says: As to the first ground of appeal, that if well 
taken it would be an ot jection to every nct of the Lodge 
and its members in the premises. 

And because the said Lodge says. 88 to the second 
ground of appeal, &e. 

[Ann so answering in detail each ground of appeal. and 
concluding thus :] 

And the said Lodge further says : That the decision of 
said Lodge in said case. is fully sustained both by Masonic 
law lUl(l the evidence therein applicable thereto. 

Dated, May 21, 1859. S. L .. Junior Wardm." 

§ 711. The G.and Lodge (hy its appropriate committee). 
or the officer to whom the appeal is mad~, may ear the 
SBme upon oral or written "rgumeut,· s the parties may 
agree j or it mS\y be beard upon app al and answer ('nIy, 
if they snfliciiutly present the case. 

§ 80. Notice of the time and place of helU'ing shall be 
giv ", and may be given by either PlU'ty, and may be in 
the following form: 

Form No. 119. 

Notice oj Argument • 

• Tn R. L., Junior Warden' 
, 'l'"ke lIotice, that the appeal in the matter of charges in 
Triluminar Lodge against.A.. B., from the decision of &aid 
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L dg~, to the Grand Lodge, will be moved on f r argument 
before the Committee on Appeals (Commi,sion of Appeals) 
of tho' Grand Lodge (or Grllnd Master, or D. D. G. III. of 
the district, as the cllse may be), at ---, Oil tha --
day of ---, 1859, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Da ed, Freetown, October 6, 18~!). A. B." 

§ 81. Whe'! a p rfect transcript of all the pllpers nnd 
procee.dings ill the' case has not been ma«I.e by the Lodge, 
or dlicer appeale.l from, an ordt r may be ma Ie by t e G. 
]1,1.. or D. D. G. M., compelling the same, and may be in 
the following fonn: 

Fonn No. 30. 

Order for Papers on Apptal • 

.. OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER OF MASONS, t 
New York, May 28, 1859. f 

To the Master. Wardens and Brethren of Triluminar 
Lodge, No. 800 : 

Bro. A. B., having duly appealed from the dec sion oj 
your Lodge, made on the 30th April, 1859, suspending him 
for three months, you are hereby required to trllnsmit hy 
the hand of your Secretary 'Onder seal of you' Lodge, a 
transcri' t of all the proceedings of your Lodge ill the 
case of the said A. B., from the time of thc presentation oj 
the comp'aint ag.unst him nntil the final action ofyont 
Lodge thereon, with the several dates thereof, toge:heI 
with a'l papers au I documents relating thereto no! 
heretofore returned, within -- days f om the receipt 
hereof by yeu. 

Giv6n nndermyhand and PrivateSE'al} J. W. S. [SEAL.1 
on the day and year tirst above written. Grund Master." 
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§ 2. The Grand Lodge, or oftl~er t·, whom the appenl is 
made, will, with all convenient dispatch, make a deci"ion 
thereon ; and, if made by Il Grand officer. such dedsion 
s\u;uld be immediately filed by him with the Gland Sec'e
tary, together with all popera relating to the appeal. 

§ 83. Tbe decision of a Grand officer on appeal may be 
in the following form : 

• Form No. 31. 

Decision on Appeal. 

OPPIOE OP THE GRAND MARTER OF :\TA.CO:S-S, t 
Penn Yan, N. Y., June 4, 1859. I 

In the matter of the Appeal } 
of 

Bro. A. B., of Triluminnr Lodge, No. 800. 

Bro. A. B. having appealed fr'm tl'e de!'il'lion of Tri
luminal' Lodge, No. 800, made on the 30t,h April, 18i;~. bv 
which he was fonnei gnilty and s11spended from the r:ght~ ... 
and plivileges of MllSo: ry for three montbs, 011 !'lll\r;.::es 01 
intox co. ion; and h 'ving henrd the nrgnment of the ('ns(>. 
I hnve carefully considered the f'e!ll appearing (>D "Did 
nppeal, and the grounds of eTror alleged by the np1'ellau t. 
nnd there does not rppeor to he o.nye1'l"or or itTeguLlrity in 
th pro!'eedingR, or in the Reveral decisions of the Com_ 
mil'lIioners on the trial, nnd the f,,<'tR of the case warrant 
the conclnsions of the Commissionera and the decision of 
the Lo'·'ge. " 

[letbe officer desires to review the factll, in giving Lis 
decision, or comment on any flf the points raised, he mal' 
here insert his rlmarks and reasons.] 
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:My decision Rnd jndgment therefore. is that .the p:-o. 
ceedings of Triluminllr Lodge. No.800. and the attnc:.ed 
decision or said Commissioners in the case of Bro. A. B., 
be and the same are hereby in nil thiugs affirmed. 

Givt<n nnder my hand and private t 
seal at thednte first o.bove written. f 

J. L. L., Gro.nd Master. [SEAL.]" 

§ 84. If the decision be reversed. the appellate 
body or officer will vnry the form accordingly, an.! ma:y 
then give the reasons therefor; and he may also make nn:y 
special order which the cu.se may ~al'mnt, to be added o.j 
the eud of his d cision. 

§ 85. When an appeal is taken from the decision of a 
Graud officer, the case will be heo.rd on the papers \\'h:ch 
were before him. and an appeal will I'ring up the matt~r 
Cor hearing. 

§ 86. The appeal must be served on the Lodge. (l.y 
service on its Master or Secrett\ry), or officer who mude 
the decision from whicllappeal i taken, at a reasonable 
time (not less than twenty daysl. before the Aunual Com
munication of the Grand Lodge. and a copy transmitted 
to the Grand Secretary, forthwith. 

§ 87. This fin.l appeal to the Gro.nd Lodge may be in 
the following form ; 

Fonn No. 314. 

Final Appeal to Grand Lod'le. 

.. To the M. W. Grand Master, and to the Mllster. W. rdens, 
o.nd Brethren of Tl'iluminar Lodge, No. 800: 
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The UlIderRigned, A. B., hereby appeals to the Gr .• nd 
Lodge of the State of New York, from the decit;ion of the I 

M. W. Grimd Master, mnde in and llY his order of June ... 
1859, in the case of this appellant affirming the dec;sioD 
of BIlid Lodge on the 30th April, 1859, !lnd this npp< 0.1 is 
brought ou the gronnds particularly st ,ted !lud .et iorth 
in his appeal to the M. W. Grand J',l.lster, dated MOlY 11, 
1859 ; Ilnd 1 espectfnlly pr~ys your consideration thereof 
aud judgment thereon. 

Dated, June 6,1859. A.. n." 

§ 88. No answer to an appeal from the decision of a 
Gr~nd officer made on appeal to him ill reqnirE:d. 

§ 89. Upon 0. trial or appeal, sho,lld either pllr.y ( esire 
to u~e any paper document, or I'ecord, iu po sellSion or 
uuder control of the other, and the use of the same be 
refused. upon request made, an order may be mad", by the 
Grand Master, his Deputy, or a District Deputy requiring 
its !,roduction on the de ivery of aD authenticated COp! 
thereof, as such officer may determine. 

§ 90. The order for the production of such paper m"1 
be in the tol1owin~ form : 

ForlD No. 33. 

Order for Production of Paper. 

OFFIOE ~F THE GRAND lIAsrER OF :M:A~O~S, t 
Bmgl.mm ou, N. Y., May 15,18<>9. f 

Chnrges haviug ueen pref"rred ag iust Bro. A. D~ in 
~~il.IWillll' L()d~e, Nu. 800, and it UppC!ldllg to my sat1$-
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faction tha.t upon the tr al of said A. B., on said charges, 
it is necessary that he should produce and prove a certain 
letter, written by Bro. R. 11.1., ofsnid Lodge, to the Secre
tary of sa.:d Lodge, bearing Jate abor.t the 3d day of April, 
1859, and that the same is not a priuted letter, it is hereb;v 
orderecl that 1:1 dd Secretary produce sllid h,tter, to be used 
on said tria. and for no otuer purpose whatever. 

Given under my h nd and private seal t 
on the day and year first aforesaid. f 

O. J. P., Grand Master. [SEA.L). 

§ 91. The time required in proceedings on Masonic 
trials and appeals for answers, notice.;, &c., shall be a.; 
follows: 

1. For answers to compJant, ten days; 

2. F or notice of trial before Commissioners, ten days; 

3. For notice of applicll.tion fJr Commission to examine 

witnesses, four days ; 
4. For prepilration of cross-interrogatolies, two dll.ys; 

5. For notice of settlement of int~rrogatories and cross
interrogatories, two d .ys ; 

6. For notice of decision, to be five days before time of 
presentation of report of Oommissioners to a Lodge, or 
Gr .lld officer; 

7 . .I!'or llotlce of appeal thirty days after notice c:.f 
decislun; 

8. For allswer to appeal, ten days; 

Il. For notice I If argument on appeal, eight days. 
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Bu' when a. complaint or notice is sent \)y mnil, the 
daYI! IIh 11 be added to the time specitied in each case 
abo\"e. The time in each of the C"R~S srcl'ified may Le 
• nlarged on snffl·wmt ~IO€ shcn n, uy u'<l"r ma.de Ily the 
Grand Ma...t'!!l:', or a District 'Deputy Gmntl M ,ster. Of 
C~'ilL':;" Lh~ time in ea.ch case may tie enlargeJ or diminished 
~J cu;o:;.atlut of partieg. 



PART III. 
OJ Res/om/ion. 

§ 99. A brother having been tried and cO"lvic'ecl, Rnd 
the penalty inflicted, will. ifhe is att.\ched to Fr 2e-~lasollry 
and its principles, desire to be restored to his i'Ol·mer 
position; and the demands of justice having been satis
ned, mercy should be remembered. 

§ 93. Restorl\tinn is the act by which an erring bu!; 
repenta :t brother reg.Lius a title to and posses~ion of all 
his former rights aud privileges. 

§ 94. Restoration being a voluntary act on tho part of 
a Lodge or Gra Jd L()dge, cannot be claimed RS a mattf>r 
of right, and oan therefore never be compelled or en
forced. 

§ 95. A!I the pell,l\lties of reprimand Rnd suspension are 
only temporary in their eff ct, and a br ther becomes 
fully restored to all former rights lind privileges, when he 
ho.s suffered the penalty for sllch offllnce~, restoration 
only applies to those who have been expelled, except ill 
oases of striking from the roll for non-payment of due~, 
now so modified as to be unnecessary to be here con
sidered. 

~ 96. Expulsion is of two kinds: 1. From the rights 
and privileges of Masonry; 2. Frvm a particnlar Lodge. 



M.ISONIC CODE OF PROCEDURE. 

§ 97. A brothlor niny be expelled fr;;m his I.odge without 
bein::: expelled from the rigllts Ilnd privile~es of Masonry; 
but expulsion from the lattllr will carry with it, ofooune. 
expulsion from the Lodge. 

§ 98. A reversal of the judgment of a Lodge restores a 
brother to the righ;s and privileges of Masonry, and also 
to membership in the Lodge. 

§ 99. Re:,toration by the action of the Grand Lodge 
does not restore a bro.her to membership in thEl Lodge, 
which clln only be done by action of the Lodge of which 
he was 0. member. 

§ 100. A brother mny be restored to membership u: on 
application, by a majority vote of the Lodge, except 
in a case where the Grand Lodge has, on appeal, 
affirmed a judgment of expulsion; and. bllillg thus re
slored to membership, he is necessarily restored to a\l the 
rights and privileges of Masonry; and he muy thus be 
restored at any time after expulsion, noticEI of motbn to 
restore having been given at the I receding stated Com
munication. 

§ 101. The Gra.nd Lodge may resk>re a brother after 
the lapse of one year from the time of expulsi"n, but in 
such case he remains unaffiliated until restored to mem
ber~hip by the Lodg~. 

~ 102. Application to the Grand Lodge for restoration. 
ma.y be in the following form: 

Form No. at,. 

Application to Grand Lodge/or Restoration. 

II A. B., late a member of Triluminar Lodge, No. 800, 
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a.t Freetown, respectfully represents: That be W;lS trie,1 
by Commissioners duly nppointed in snid L'ldge, upon 
charges of h.lbitual intoxication, and having been found 
guilty, was expelled from said Lodge, and from all the 
rights and privileges of }Iasonry, on the 30th day of April, 
1859; Bnd that (more thau one year has elapsed Rince) said 
jutiglUent of eXl'ulsiou (which) still remaius in fOl'ce; that. 
having forsaken his intemperate habits and become I'e
formed tuerefrom, aud having a strong attachment for 
:Masonry, he eBrnestly dl'sires to be restored to his former 
good standing, He, therefore, respectfully prays, that 
he may be accordingly restored to 0.11 the rights and 
privileges of Masonry, 

Dated, Freetown, May 7, 1860. A. B." 

§ 103. This application having been presented in Graull 
Lodge, will be, referred to a Committee (ou Grievances, 
probably), snd it is proper and necesssl'Y that notice 
should be given by the Committee to the M'lster of the 
Lodge that expelled such applicnnt, in order that such 
M,.ster may be h~ard before the Committee. 

§ 104. If the Committee repol·t fllvorably, the adoption 
of its feport by the Grand Lodge by 0. majority vote re
stores the applicant to the rights Bnd privileges of Masonry 
without further action. 

§ 105. When an appeal has been taken from a judgment 
of expulsion to the Grand Lodge, and the decision of the 
Lodge affirmed on appeal, then the foregoing form of 
application for reRtoratinn mf<y be varied by striking out 
the words ne:v after "1859," and to and including the 
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word .. expul.ion" in the S-lme sentence, and insert in 
place of them: .. and that upon appeal to the Grand 
Lodge the silid judgment was affirmed," aud then add the 
remaining part of the form 1'8 before. 

§ 106. Application to 0. Lodge for restoration may bo b 
the following form : 

FOrDl No.3ll. 

Application to LoiIgejor Restoration. 

.. To tho Master, Wardens and Brethren of TrilumillllT 
Lodge, No. 800: . 

A. B., late a member of your Lodge, respectfully repre
sent::;: 

That he was tried upon cbarges of habitual intoxication 
and expelled by your Lodge, on the 30th day of Apri', 
1859, 'from which no appeal has baen takell; that having 
resolve<l to reform, and havin~ forsnkeu his intemppr:lte 
bahits for more thl\D six months last pnst, and ha"ill~ a 
strong nttachmeut to Masonry, and to yonr Lodg·, h l 

tlnrnest1y desires to be forgiven by his brethren and to be 
restored to membership in the Lodge. 

Re therefore earnestly and respectfully prays that he 
may he accordingly restored. 

Dated, Freetown, March 7, 1860. A. n." 

§ 107. This "pp1ic~tiou having b~en prpsente<1, musl 
lie over till the next Stated Communication, but as tbero 
should be a definite Pl'OpOsitlOn before the Lol1ge on thel 
sul.jt'ct, Rome brother shouM offer 0. r .. sulution, w:Jcll 
must lie o\'er with the application. 
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§ 108. The resolQt'1on so ofl"ered may be in the following 
fonn : 

Form No. 36. 

Resolution for, Restoration. 

.. Resolved, That Bro. A. B., who WAS expelled by this 
Lodge on the 30th OOy of April, 1850, after hl\ving been 
found guilty on ch~rges ofhabitnal intoxication, and who 
has preilented his application for restoration, stating thllt 
he bad ahandoned his intemperate habits, and aaking to 
be rt>stored to membership, be and he is hereby restored 
to membership In this Lodge." 

§ 109. The adoption of this re80lntion at the next 
Stated Communication will complete the restoration. 

§ 110. It is proper that the application be re'erred to a 
Committee, in which case, if they report favorably, they 
may report a like r~solution at the next Stated Com
mnnication, (instead of its being proposed by a member), 
which may forthwith be acted upon; as itis the application 
and not the resolution founded upon it which requires to 
be laid over. 

§ 11. The Secretary of a Lodge should be cnreful thai 
his minutes of the action of the Lodge upon npplication 
for restoration should be RS fnll and complete ns in case of 
charges or trial; and will, of course, return the fact of 
restoration to the Grand Lodge. 



i ECISIONS OF ~RAND lASTER, 
RECOMMEl'fDATION OF 

Committee 0/ Jurisprudenc6, &c., and Resolulions 

Adopted and Approved by lhe Grand Lodge. 

ADVANCEMENT OF CANDIDATES. 

That where a candidate presented himself for the Second 
Degree, and was stopped by an adverse ballot; afterwards 
the Brother who demanded the ballot "removed his ohjec
tion," it was necessary for a clear ballot to be had before the 
candidate could be advanced. 

[Decison 14, G. M., 1875, pp. 31 and 232. 

That there is no provision in the constitution or statutes, 
under which a Lodge can claim jurisdiction over material, 
passed and raised in said Lodge at the request of another 

. Lodge, but the brother is to be considered a member of the 
Lodge which receive," his petition and initiated him. 

[Decision 51, G. M., 1875, pp. 34 and 233. 

A demand for a ballot may be made at any time, but after 
a candidate has received the First Degree, an adverse b.'\lIot 
will defer his advancement only until a subsequent communi
cation of the Lodge, when he may present himaelf and after a 



• GRAND LODGE. 97 

clear ballot may be advanced, provided that the balloting be 
postponed as provided in Section 57 of the Constitution. 

[Decision 8, G. M., 1876, pp, 30 and 112. 

AFFILIATION AND UNAFFILIATION. 

That citizenship is not requisite to Masonic affiliation. 
[Decision I, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

That the rejection of an application for affiliation confers 
no jurisdiction on the Lodge so acting, and it is not ncces3ary 
for the Secretary of the Lodge to notify o!her Lodges of the 
fact. 

[Decision 6, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

That sections 50 and 51 of the statutes have reference to 
candidates {or initiation and advancement. A memher of a 
Lodge, or an unaffiliate, has a right to present an application 
for affiliation to any Lodge recognized as regular by this Grand 
Lodge, without regard to limitation of time or loc:ality. 

[Decision 2, G. M., 1875. pp. 30 and 232. 

That it is not necessary, on an application for affiliation, to 
require the questions, provided for in § 49 of the statutes, to 
be propounded. 

[Decision 3, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

That Article XXIII, Section 45, of the statutes, does not, hy 
its provisions, prevent unafliliates from affiliating. It is in
tended to prevent the granting of !limits to the individual 
brother. 

[Decision 4, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

Teat a Master Mason in good standing is at liberty to afll_' 
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iate with any Lodge in this jurisdiction, without reference 
to residence, which will accept his application. It is the ,(11/:

of a Lodge, after receiving notice of a Brother's petition for 
affiliation in another Lodge, to forward his dimit to that Lodge. 
That Section So of the Grand Lodge Statues bas reference 
only to jurisdiction over candidates for the degrees of :\Ia. 
sonry. 

[Decision 5, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

That a Brother who has been dropped from the roll of a 
Lodge at his own request may be received as au affiliate by 
any Lodge in this jurisdiction. 

[Decision 7, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

That if an af\plicant for affiliation has lost his dimit, the 
Lodge to whkh he applies must satisfy itself in a reasonable 
.vay lhat no other Lodge has a c1ai~ upon him, and it lI1:1y 
then receive him in the ordinary way. For any concealment 
Dr Il,iirepresentation made at the time of application the pe
lit;oner may be disciplined. 

[Decision 8, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232 • 

A Brother who received a dimit under the" old Constitu. 
tion," al.d now wishes to join a Lodge, may be proposed in 
the way provided in Section 52 of the Statutes. If rejected, 
he may ill/l1udilltrly apply to the same Lodge. Every time 
the application is made it must be referred to a committee for 
in'·eitigalion under s:lid section. 

[Decision 1, G. M., 1876, pp. 29 and nz. 

As the "kction or rejection of an application for affiliation 
does not !;i\'e a Lodge control over the applicant, he may \I ilh. 
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draw his application after it has been presented, referred to 
and reported on by the committee. 

[Decision 2, G. M., 1876, pp. 29 and 112. 

\Vhen a member of a Lodge has been summoned, under a By
Law enacted in accordance with Art ide XXIV. Section 46 of 
the Statu.tes, to pay his dues, he must, to avoid unaffiliation, 
tender the whole amount of his indebtedness. 

[Decision 3, G. M., 1876, pp. 29 and 112. 

A Brother unaffiliated for non-payment of dues, under the 
present Constitntion, has a right to visit for one year from the 
date of his unaffiliation. His dnes continne to accrue against 
him after snch unaffiliation. He may he reinstated by a ma· 
jority vote at any time, on payment of the amount charged 
against him on the books of the Lodge, under a By.Law 
framed in accordance with Section 46 of the Statntes. 

[Decision 4, G. 1\1., 1876, pp. 29 and 112 .. 

That where a Brotller's llame is dropped from the roll of 
his Lodge at his own reqnest, it is proper that a certificate to 
that effect.shO\lld be given the Brother, simply stating the fact .• 

[Decision 10, G. M. 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

A Brother was "stricken fl'Om the roll" of Lodge A., in 
1856, for non· payment of dues. At the expiration of ORe 
year thereafter he became entirely unaffiliated, by operation 
of law. Lodge A. lost alI claim onllim, except for the 
amount of his indebtednes~. and he lost all the claims of memo 
bership on said L0dge. He might at that time (1857) have 
paid his debt, taken a re~eipt in full, and made application 
to any Lodge for affiliation, without reference to his former 
relations to Lodge A. What he might have done then, he 
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may do with equal right to.day. It is not necessary for him 
to apply for rl'storation in Lodge A., before applying for affil
iation in any other Lodge. He must pay to Lodge A. the 
amount due at the time he was unaffiliated, take its receipt 
therefor, and he may then make application for membership 
and be affiliated in any lodge. 

While on this subject .et me proceed one step fllrther. H 
the Brother desire to resume his membership in Lodge A., 
his petition must be treated in every respect as that of any 
petitioner for affiliation. The lodge having collected from 
him the amount of his debt, must refer his petition to a com. 
mittee for investigation; on th~ reception of the report of 
that committee a ballot must be spread; his acceptance will 
depend on the una/timit)' of the ballot; and Lodge A. will 
be entitled to the affiliation fee prescribed by its By-L'lws. 

To put an interpretation on Section 46 of the statutes, in
consistent with the abJve view, would be to give the Section 
such retrospective force as would be inequitallle, and conse. 
quently, not within the proper scope of any constitutional 
provision. 

The obligation of the Brother to pay dues was in the nature 
of a contract with the Lodge, a hreach of this contract on the 
part of the Brother justified the Lodge in inflicting a penalty 
for its non-performance, that is, striking his mpne from the 
roll of members. Now, to give a meaning to any provision 
of the Grand Lodge Constitution, which would, at this l:!.te 
day, disturb the hitherto sdt/,'d relations of the Brother with 
Lodge A. or alter or increase the amount of his illllebtness to 
Lodge A., lzitherto fixd and dderlllilll:d, wonld be repug
nant to every principle of justice, and contrary to every pre
cedent heretofore established in our Grand Body. liut it 
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does not seem that the language of Section 46 or the Statutes 
is at 1111 equivocal or doubtful in meaning. It looks entirely 
to the future. It differs in almost every particular fJom the 
former provision on the subject. It permits the infliction of 
the penalty for two YMrs' d,ltts instead of one; it requires 
that the Brother shall be StllllllllJIUd to pay his dues lhirly 
days pri!Vious to the act of the Lodge un affiliating him; it 
then provides that "any SUCH unaffiliated Brother may be 
restor~d to membership by a majority vote," etc. Th~ plain 
significance of the Section is ; that a Brother who, under the 
present Constitution, shall, at any time aflff lIs adoptioh, 
tJllne. 1873) fail to pay two years'dues, may, nnder certain 
restr:ctions, be rendered an tlnajJi/iale, and that "ANY SUCH" 

fl1tajJi/iatl! may be restored, in the manner and under the con. 
ditions contained in Section 46 of the Statutes. 

[Decision 13. G. M., 1875. pp. 30 and 232. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

A Lodge may levy an assessment only on extraordinal"ioc. 
easions. and when levied it i.; not (so have been the deci5ions) 
to be regarded as dues. A failure to pay such an assessment, 
is a failure to perform a Masonic duty. punishable on charges 
and by trial. 

[Decision 5, G. M., 1876, pp. 29 and 112. 

THE BALLOT. 

That if it has been announced to a profane tl1at 11is petition 
for initiation has been accepted in a Lodge, and a new bal. 
lot is subsequently spread, hy which he is rejected, there is no 
impropriety in announceing to him the fact and its effect, pro. 
vided it be by the Master or Secretary only. 

[Decision 19, G. M., 1875, pp. 31 and 232. 
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QlUStiOlt.-" A cadidate was balloted for and declared re
lected by the Mastl"r. A motion was made for another ballot. 
It was granted and resulted "clear" (none having left the 
Lodge meantime). Was the action of the Lodge and of the 
Master legal, or must the candidate be regarded as rejected 
material? " 

A'1S.-The candidate, having been declared rejected, .. no 
Lodge shall initiate him until the expiration of six months 
after such rejection," (Section 56 Constitution) and then only 
on a new petition of the candidate" (Section 53, Statutes). 
The action of the Lodge was illegal and void. 

[Decision 20, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 23:. 

Although there is no positive enactment limiting the Mas
ter's authority over the declaration of the ballot, I am 
strongly of opinion that no Master who is faithful to his obli. 
gations will allow a ballot to be destroyed more than once 
without declaring the result. 

[Decision II, G. M., 1876, pp. 32 and 112. 

That the Master of a Loc1 ge has a right to expect, and it shall 
be the duty of those who are opposed to the advancement of 
a Brother, to be present at the Communication of the Lotlge 
and demand a ballot. 

[Decision 16, G. M., 1875, PP.31 and 232. 

If the Master of a Lodge has begun the work of conferring 
a degree and a hrother has reason to object to the iniliation 
or a,\vancement of the candidate, his proper cour;:e is to ~ta(e 
to the Master that he has an objection. and it will rest with 
the Master whether he will proceed or not. But the Master 
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mll~t rc~.1rd the demand for a ballot, if made at any time 
l>.!fure the Ob. 

[Decision 9, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 

The motive of casting a ballot will not alter the effect of a 
rejection of a candidate, but if a brother discloses the ballot 
he has cast he may lie disciplined therefor. (Sa &c. 65 of 
tnt! Statutu.) 

[Decision 10, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 

That a ballot for initiation may be demanded at any com· 
munication, whether the candidate appears for his Degree or 
not; and it will be e.ffectiv~ if adverse, to keep the applicant 
out of Masonry, until consent shall be given to another Lorlge 
to confer the Degrees, or until, after the expiration of six 
months, a second petition shall be accepted ; unless, prior to 
the demand for a ballot, t1ft: applicant shall have been pro
posed and initiated in another Lodge having concurrent juris
diction. 

[Decision 21, G. M., 1875, PP.32 and 232. 

That though the action of 11 Lodge in spreading a second bal
lot, the first having been declared adverse, was irregular and 
rendered the Lodge or its Master subject to discipline, still 
the candidate having been accepted in a regular Lodge and 
initiateci therein, is a regularly made Mason, and is entitled 
to all the rights of an Entered Apprentice. There is nothing 
"clandestine" in his relations to Masonry or to his Lodge. 

[Decision 40, G. M., 1875. pp. 33 and 232. 

That when a ballot is demanded on the petition of a candi. 
date for initiation or advancement, it is not proper to enter on 
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the minutes of a Lodge the name of the Brother making the 
demand. 

[Decision 22, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 23:'. 

That a Brother's ballot on a petition for initiation or affili
ation. or the mo~ives thereof, must 1I0t, under any circum . 

• stances, be qustioned, except in the case provided in § 6S of 
the S.tatutcs. -

[Deci~ion 17, G. M., 1875, pp. 31 and 232. 

That it is a wcll established principle of Masonic law tbat 
the individual rcsponsibility, in the acceptance or rejection of 
a candidate for ~Insonry, cannot be delegated or transferred. 
A Brother callnot cast a black.ball by proxy. 

[Decision IS, G. M., 1875 pp. 31 and 232 . 

• When balloting on a petition for initiation has heen.com-
menced, it mast be completed and the result thereof declared. 
(See S~c. 58 of Ih~ Statutes) The action of the ~Ia.'terof a 
Lodge in postponing the balloting-having. once been com
menced, in such a case-to a subseqnent communication WllS 

a grievous error, and would subject him to discipline. 
[Decision 7, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112 

That although 11 Degrce in Ma!lOnry may be confs-red at a 
special communication of the Lodge, such a course would 
be manifestly improper, unless, at the previolls regular com
munication, the Mllster shall have signified his intention so to 

• do, and shall have givcn lin opportunity for a ballot to be ..Ie. 
manded. 

[Dccision 18, G. M., 1875, I'p. 31 and 232. 
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BONDD LODGE 

Lodge Oi';;;p;pe';; with the 
It is not proper for a Le},lge to require bonds from its cffi~1'Ii 

:lected unLler the Constitution of this Graml L.,<lge. It wIlulrl 
be to demand from a brother other security than masonry,re
quires for the performance of his obligation., Strictly spe~k, 
inD, brother's accept an to which 
br' ;1,;;;" bave seen elect him; would be 
to ,he inducti "ffice more than Ma-, 
ordinarily has in view. 

[Decision 27, G. M., 1876, pp. 31 and 113. 

OF LOD,,, 

order to non-payme,,' 
dn,'-" e;dge must undera By-Lew in accorcL,," 
with the Sections of the Constitution and Statutes of Gmnd 
Lodge, for that purpose made and provided. 

[Decbion 12, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

A ,;endment 
U,n i " lose By-Law,,_ "offered read I, 
tin' ~nd hid two we'" 
notilied of the pendency of the Amendment." At the cnm, 
munication to which it was laid oyer, it is properly before the 
Lodge for action. The writing, reading laying over and noti-
fkoL; ',;; e;f member" ell for the of preve me," 

hasty aeil,,' the subee'" meeting it 
;hmneghly disc;;;' modified partieulae, 

in conflict with the geltPra! intent of the notice previonsly 
given. For instance, if an alteration of the By-Laws of a Ladg( 
is proposed, fixing the dues at a cel·tain amonnt, it is com 
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petant for the brethren on the night when action is to be 
taken (under the provisions above stated) to reduu or i,urttlSI 

the amount named in the original Amendment, without fur. 
ther delay or notice to the brethren. It is a fair presumption 
that "opportunity for reflection" was afforded in the first in. 
st;nce and that the brethren having had notice of the pro
posed change ,have studied the subject in' all its bearings, and 
are prepared, when they come to act on the proposed Ameud· 
ment, to discuss: 

Firslly, Whether any alterations of·the law should be 
made. And 

Secondly, The best change to make, and to settle the mat· 
ter then and there. 

[Decision 6, G. M., 1876, pp. 29 and 112. 

Where a Lodge passed II By.Law, which prescribed that Ha 
brother, who shaH have been a faithful member of this Lodge 
,n good standing for ten years consecutively, shall be a privi, 
leged member, entitled to all benefits of the Lodge, by 
paying Grand Lodge dues only," and a member of the Lodge 
had complied with all the provisions of said law, after which 
the Lodge rescinded the By.Law. Held that the brother could 
not he compelled to pay dues to his Lodge, other than Gr:uul 
Lodge dues. But this shall not apply to other extraordill~ry 
assessments for Masonic purposes. 

[Decision 50, G. M., 1875, pp. 341111(1233' 

CHARGES, TRIALS AXD APPEALS. 

'<.1It'slion. If the majority of the mcmhers of a Lodge nre 
implicated in a Masonic offence, how can they be pl'llcecckd 
against, and can any Mason, except a member of the LOtl,~ 
SJ offending, prefel' charges? 
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Anno". Chnrges may be preferred in such a case, by ony 
brother, and if the Master be implicated. the District Deputy 
will appoint a commission of Masters and Past Masters in the 
case of the Master, and of members of the Lodge, in case of 
the otheroffendingbrothers. Ifa majority of the members are 
:hnrged, still let the complaint agamst them be preferred, tried, 
;md if justtee be trilled with, the Grand Mastl'r or Gmntl 
Lodge will remedy the wrong, on appenl. In such a case, the 
Crand Master would, perhaps, consider it his duty to suspend 
the warrant until the meeting of the Grand Lodge .. 

[Decision 14, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 

When charges are prefcn-ed in a Lodge against one of its 
me~hers and a commission has been appointed, and taken 
evidence in the case, and afterwards the charges are ummi
mously dismissed by the Lodge, the District Deputy Grand 
Master will not have the right to appoint a commission to try 
the same charges without an rppeal being taken. His du
ties and privileges are clearly defin~d in the 35th Section of the 
Constituti('n, which, when taken together with Section 58 de
:ermines the cases requiring or justifying his official interfer
ence. The office possesses no inherent prerogative. The 
spirit and letter of the Masonic Constihltion guarantees to 
every Lodge its unquestionable right to control its o~n mem
bership and its intemal management, when snch government 
is consistent with the Landmarks, Constitution and Statutes_ 

[Committee on Mas. Juris., 1784, p. 268. 

That an officer of a Lodge, against whom charges are pre
ferred, continues to hold his office, until, after due Masonic 
trial, a pena:ty has been decreed; and it will depend on the 
duration of the penalty, whether he may at any time resume 
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his official flmctions. It is in the power of the Grand Master 
if. 011 1\ presentation of charges, he shall deem it advisable 

'for the interests of the Craft, to suspend such officer, until the 
issues shall have been determined. 

[Decision 63, G. M., 1875, pp. 35 and 232. 

If a Lodge refuse to receive charges against a member, an 
appeal will lie to the Grand Master, who may order the 
Lodge to receive the complaint-and refer it for trial. 

[Decision 17, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and Il2. 

"That charges may be preferred in a Lodge against a 
brother, who has been declared unaffiliated by reason of non· 
payment of dues." 

[Decision II, G. M., 1875, pp. 30 and 232. 

Wh"~as, by Article XIV., Section 61, of the Constitution. 
the Commission of Appeals is required to meet at each An. 
nual Session 'of the Grand Lodge. 

Ruolved, That tbe Commission of Appeals be, and it is 
hereby authorized to meet hereafter annually, for the exam
ination of Appeals which shall come before it, at such other 
time and plnee, previous to the Annual Communication of the 
Grand Lodge, as shall be fixed by the Chief Commissioner. 

[po 99-1876. 
That where but one Commissioner at a Masonic Trial is 

challenged by either party, it is the right and duty of the 
other Commissioners to try the challenge. 

[Decision 24, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 232. 

A Lodge may not reverse its own action after sentence has 
been pronounced, and while the accused is undergoing pun
ishment, so as. to prejudice his standing or rights. 
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Therefore, a Lodge having sentenced n brotller tu he repri
manded for a Masonic offence. has exhausted its right to pun
ish forthat offence. The subject may not be judicially re
viewed or reconsidered by the Lodge. Only on appeal may 
the action of the Lodge be reveroed or set aside. 

[Decisions 55 and 56, G. M., 1875, p. 34. 35, 233. 

That the i~sues in a trial having once been finally deter
mined "POIt Ilu mfrils, a Lodge may not proceed to a new 
trial upon the same charges and specilications, unless a new 
trial be granted upon appeal. 

[Decision 49, G. M., 1875, pp. 34 and 232. 

A ~Iaster of a Lodge, or any member thereof, is liable to 
Masonic discipline for the violation of allY mor~1 law, or for 
lUI affunce deemed climinal by the law of the land. 

[Decision 16, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 

Section 73 of the Statutes, directing that charges for offi. 
cial misconduct against a Master shall be made during his 
term of office or within one year thereafter, does not preve nt 
a Lodge from trying and punishing a brother for so grave :m 
offence as the embezzlement of its funds, while holding the 
office of Master, on discovery of the crime. 

[Decision 12, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 

The confession by a brotller of a llIasonic crime, accom
panied by a plea for mercy, docs not in any wise mtitle him 
to a milder punishment than the offence demands. In deal. 
ing with the offence, and determining the penalty, two things 
must be kept in view: I. Charity for the brother who con
fesses a fault. 2. Duty to the Lodge and the Craft in general. 

[Decision 58, G. M., 1875, pp. 35 and 233. 
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That a Masonic tribunal will not interfere to establish 
the civil rights of brethren, nor will Masonry allow itself to 
be made a convenient means, through which a creditor may 
collect what is due him from his M;asonic debtor. 

[Decision 27, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 232. 

That the decision and sentence of a Lodge in the trial of a. 
brother, on charges, is always subject to appeal, and if the 
appellate officer, or commission, or body rever,es the decision 
or sentence, the brother's st.'ltus is, as if the decision of the 
lower tribunal had not been rendered. 

[Decision 54. G. M. 1875, pp. 34 and 233-

CODE OF PROCEDURE. 

That the provisions of Sections !)ti, 97 and so much of Sec. 
Lion 100 of the Code of Procedure as ordains that an ex· 
pelled brother may be restored to membership by a majority 
vote of the Lodge from whIch he was expelled, being in con· 
tlict with the provil1ions of Sections 76 and 78 of the sttttutes 01 
the Grand Lodge, are void. 

[Decision 32, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 232. 

Reso/vt'd, That the Code of Precedure fOl' trials and appeals 
wopted by the Grand Lodge be printed in the appendix of 
the New Constitution and Statutes. 

COM1llI'l.'TD8 OF INVESTIGATION. 

The duty of a member of a committee appointed to in
vestigate the fitness of a candidate for Masonry does nol re
quire him to ascertain the special religious. views ofa cnndi
:late. If a pro/anI! is desirious of entering our institution i! 
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is sufficient if he cornel a wort'lY man, well qualified intel. 
lectually, morally and physically. 

Masollary neither reciprocates nor ret~ liates the harshne~s 
ofbigorty or sectarianism. The who!e matter of admissibil. 
ity is lef. to lhe·cons·jence of the applicant and of tLe brelh· 
ren to whom he makes application. 

[Decision 20. G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and I I~. 

That a Commiltee, appointed in pursuance of the 52d Sec. 
tion of the Statutes of the Grand L-dge, must make a report, 
in te~s "fo'llora!J!y" or "unf 'IJorably." before a ballot shall 
be spread OD the application of the c"ndidate 

[Decision 53 ,G. Mo, 1875, pp. 34 and 233. 

CONFERlUNG DEGREES. 

That there is no inherent right in the Grand Master to 
grant a dispensalion to a Lodge '0 confer a Degree at an in. 
tervalless than that fixed by the S:atutes of the Grand Lodge. 

[Decision 25, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 232. 

That a Lodge having been illegally opened, by a Past 
Master in the absence of the MaMer and Warde s, coul,1 not 
transact business of any kind, after eil her of said officers had 
mtered without being again and regularly opened. That the 
:onferring of the 3d degree in Masonry, 'under such circum
stances, was illegal, and that it will be necessary, again to 
confer Raid degree on the brothers, before they can be ac· 
knowledge as regularly made Ma~ter Masons. 

[Decision 39, G. M., 1875, pp. 33 an 1232. 
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CONVENTIONS OF MASTERS. 

Qurstinn If a party of Masters Lodges should wish to 
meet logether on bushess of the order, a' one of their houses 
would it be necessary for them to get permission from the 
Grand Moster, etc? 

The answer to thi< question depends very much on the char
acter of the business which the Masters of the Lodges desire 
to transact. If it be their wish to meet in their official or 
representative capacity it should for many reasons be done with 
the knowledge and consent of the Grand Master or his repre
sentative. If it be w"thout design to take action for the pur
pose of affectin~ or influencing the Craft generally, I know 
of no reason which would reqllir~ the assent of the Grand 
Master or which would necessitate the interference of the 
governing power. 

[Decision 21, G. M, 1876, pp. 31 and 112. 

COUNSEL. 

That if a Brother, in a Masonic Trial. is called on to testify 
to facts which have come to his knowledgein his confidential 
relation, as coun el, it would be improper to require him to 
gi ve evidence against his client. That if the facts, concerning 
which he is called 10 testif" came to Ihe knowledge of the 
Brother before he became counsel, or are entirely discon
nected from his professional or privileged relations to the 
accused, there can be no reason why he should be excused, 
from performing a duty incumbent on every Brother. what
ever his station in the Fraternity. 

[Decisibn 23, G. M., 187S. pp. 32 and 232. 

4 llMo'ved, That this Grand Lodge deems it injudicious. 
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£0' any of its electiv: or appointe.! officers to appear and act 
as counsel for either party before a Ma onic Commissioner ap
pointed to try offences. 

[Committee Mas. Juris.; 1876, pp. IIZ 

DIMITS AND DIMISSION • 

.A Brother wl'o hls lost his dimit, granted before' the adop
tion of the pre~ent const tution, is entitle 1 10 a duplicate cli. 
mit, said duplicate to be dated as of ,heti l1e when originally 
granle(.\. 

[Decision 9, G. M, 1875. PP 30 and 232 

DISTRICTS. 

At the Convention of Grand Lo 'ge in 1873, the Gr nti 
officers, ap~ Olnted 0 re-"istrict the Masonic Districls, pre
sented a report which was amended by striking out the Ric:l. 
mond County District and attaching th~ Lodge,; to he 4th 
l\:laso:1ic District. ~t was adop:ed-<See page 208 Tr msae· 
!j,nns of 1873.) In 1876 the Grand Lod;" altered the limits 
And number of Districts and re.districted the ,Slate as follows: 

DIII'rBIOTS. 

I. Suffolk and Queen, Counties. 
2. Kings County, east of WaShington Avenue, Brooklyn. 
3. Kings County, west of WashinglC'n Avenue, Brooklyn. 
4. Lod es in New York City, numerically from N.:>. 1 tOr 

No. 156, inclusive. 
5. Lodges in New York City from No. 178 to No. 271, in. 

clusive. 
6. Lodges in N _ w York City from 272 :0 No. 454. in. 

clusive. 
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7. Lodges in New York City from No. 457 to No. 641. inclu
sive. 

:. Lodges i,l New York City from No. 6.p to No. 7730 in
clusive. 

9. Westchester, Putnum, and Dutchess .Couuties. 
10. Rockland, Orange, Sullivan and Ulste,' Counties. 
II. Green, Del1ware, and Schoharie Connties. 
12. Columbia, Rensselaer, Albany and Schenectady Coun· 

ties. 

13. Washington. Saratoga, W,uren a ld Esse~ Countie-. 

14- Montgomery Fullon, Hamilton, and Herkimer Coun_ 
ties. 

IS. St. Lawrence, Franlilin, and Clinton Counties. 
16. Jefferson, and Lewis Counti s. 
17. Oneida and Madison Counties. 
18. Otsego, Chenango and Broom! Counties. 
19. Onondaga, Oswego. Cayuga and Cortland CountiE's, 
20. Tompkins, Schuyler, Tioga .lnd Chemung Counties. 
21. Wayne, Ontario, Senee 1 and Yales Counlies. 
22. Monroe, Livingston. Genesee and Wyoming Counties. 
23. Steuben and Allegany Counties. 
24. Orleans and Niagara Counties. 
25 Erie County. 
26. Chautauqua and Cattaraugus Counties. 
27. Richmond County. 

I odg~s working in the German Tongu', in the Oities of 
New York and BrOOklyn and in Richmond County. 

Lodges working in the French, Spanish, and ltaliaD 
Tongues in t e ci ies of New York and Brooklyn. 

[po 114-1876. 
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ELJlKlTION AND INSTALLATION 011' OFFICEllS. 

That where officers of a Lodge were irregularly cho:sen 
through inadvertence. their subsequent regular install~ion. 

,at a stated communication, withoat objection, corrected the 
error. (Decision of 1859 renewed). 

[Decision 28, G. M., 1875. pp. 32 and 232. 

That a Lodge must be sllmmoned for the annual election 
of officers. A Master refusing to summon the Lo.lge for that 
purpose is liable to disciplUle. and if the election be held at 
a meeting to which the members are not summoned, it may 
be set.aside for irregularity. 

[Decision 29, G. M., 1875, PP.32 and 232. 

That a Master of a Lodge should be installed after each 
re-election. 

[Decision35, G. M., 1875. pp. 32 and 232. 

That it· is irregular to install a Master-e1ect over a Lodge 
previous to his being put in possession of the secrets of the 
chair. 

[Decision 36, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 232. 

That a member of a Lodge may be installed by proxy in 
any office, of which he has signified his acceptance, except 
that of Master, in the discretion of the installing officer. An 
installation by proxy is rendered valid, by any subsequent 
act of the brother thus installed, which would tend to show 
his acceptance of the office. . 

[Decision 37, G. M., 1875, pp. 33 and 232. 

That the ceremony of installation mllst he performed by 
an Actual·Master or Past l\Ia.ster of a Lodge. 

[Decision 38, G. M.; 1875, pp. 33 and 232. 
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EXPUU!IONS AND OTHER PUNISHMENTS, ASD 

RESTORATION. 

That expulsion, in every case, is from the rights and privi
leges of Masonry, and cllrries with it the loss of membership 
in a Lodge. Restoration,by act ofa Lodge, or Grand Lodge. 
is to the forfeited rights of Masonry, but not to membership. 
which ceased when the act of expulsion took effect, and which 
can only be resumed by regular affiliation 

[Decision 31, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 232. 

An expelled Mason is masonically dead. When restored. 
it is to masonic life. He has no more to do with the Lodge 
from which he was expelled than with any other Lodge after 
restoration. To affiliate, he must make application in the 
regular form for that purpose and may apply to any Lodge. 

[Decision 18, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 

No action a Lodge may take, can bar the right of a brother 
to appeal to the Grand Master or Grand Lodge. A sentence 
of rt!primtlnd should fix the time of execution at a date suffi. 
ciently remote to enable the accused to serve notice of appeal 
and to obtain, if possible, a stay of proceedings. 

[Decision 13, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 

A Mason may be punished for offences committed either 
against the Craft or against society, and during the period of 
punishment he is deprived of all. his Masonic rights and priv
ileges, but his obligations, once assumed, cannot be thrown 
aside. It is in this way that the expression .. once a Mason 
always a Mason" is to be understood. 

[Decision 19, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 
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That where the Commissioners, after the trial of a brother, 
charged with a Masonic offence, reported the accused guilty 
and recommended his expulsion, and an amendment was of
fered to change the penelty to suspension, it was the duty of 
the Master to take the vote of the Lodge on the greater pen. 
alty first. 

(Decision 57. G. M." 1875, pp. 35 and 233. 

If a Grand Lodge restore an expelled brother to the rights 
and privileges of Masonry, the action will be recognized as 
conclusive, wherever such Grand Lodge may have affiliation 
or correspondence. A Grand Lodge will not restore a 
brother expelled from the rights of Masonry in another juris. 
diction. 

(Decison IS, G. M., 1876, pp. 30 and 112. 

That a resolution passed in a Lodge, restoring an expelled 
brother, has no force beyond the declaration of the Consti. 
tution. It restores him to the rights of Masonry, but not to • 
membership in his Lodge. Thereafter he "stands as an un. 
affiliated Mason." and may be affiliated only on regular pe. 
tition and by unanimous acceptance. 

, (Decision 33, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 232. 

That the provisions of the Constitution of the Grand 
Lodge, adopted in June, 1873, have no retrC'spective or reo 
troactive effect, either to lessen or increase punishment in. 
flicted before its adoption. It will be necessary for a Lodge 
to act on the question of restoration, before it brother, hereto. 
fore indelinatelyl suspended, can resume his good standing 
among Masons; provided the brother shall not be restored by 
the Grand Lodge. 

(Decision 64. G. M., 1875. pp. 35 and 232• 
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J!'EIj8 AND DUES. 

That the fee referred to in Section 63 of the Statutes or 
Grand Lodge is for the initiatiun, and the whole amount of 
the fee is due at the time of initation. A brother whose ad. 
vancement has been stayed by the ballot, cannot, under any 
law of Masonry, claim a return of the fee or any part thereof. 

[Decision 34, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 and 232. 

A Lodge about ten years ago, returned and reported to the 
Grand Secretary, a membership of four or five more than its 
actual l1umber;and has paid the Grand Lodge dues on this 
excess of membership to the preoent time, to an amount in 
the agregate of$z6.75. Your Committee, after examining 
the documents and testimony submitted to them, and a care. 
ful consideration of the matter, are of the opinion that said 
lodge having made its report annually, certified by its Master. 
during the whole period of the existance of the grievance 
complained of, said certified returns. should be conclusive 
against the Lodge. and it shouid be estopped from so im. 
peaching or questioning the correctness of its own return, as 
to require the Grand Lodge to protect it from the careless. 
ness or negligen'ce of its own officers in times gone by. To 
take any other view of the matter would opeu the door to 
complaints without number to the Grand Lodge, involving 
the correctness of the records and returns of a Lodge for any 
number of years. 

[Committee on Grievances, Case 4. p. 229-1875. 

That the refusal of a Lodge to donate to a brother his dues 
on one occasion, will not prevent the body frum granting 
the same relief at another and subsequent time. A rcsolutiuu 
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donating money to a brother to pay his dues, having been 
adopted by a Lodge, can not be subsequently reconsidered 
and negatived. 

[Decision 62, G. M., 1875, pp. 35 and 233. 

The Grand ~ge disagreed with the following: 
A Lodge lost its charter in 1870. An Entered Apprentice 

of said Lodge, now wishes advancement in a Lodge in his 
jurisdiction, in accordance with the provisions of Article XII, 
Section 54. Subdivision 3, of the Constitution. I know of 110 
way by which the Lodge can charge any fee. Certainly, it 
may 110t charge an initiation fee, and as the brother, if ac
cepted and advanced, would become a member of the Lodge 
by force of said section, I do not see how an affiliation fee 
can be lawfully charged. I do not deem the rule equitable, 
but the conclusion seems to me unavoidable. 

[Decision 22, G; M., 1876, pp. 31 and 113. 

GRAND LQDGE FLAG. 

II R~solvt!ti, That hereafter, during all Communications of 
. this Grand Lodge, that the flag prepared by the Building 

Committee be displayed from the Staff on the Hall." 
. [po p. 226.-1875. 

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP. 

Thllt honorary membership in a Lodge, depends entirely 
on active membership in some other Lodge. It carries with it 
no rights or privileges in the Lodge wherein it is conferred 
and imposes no duties. If'the honorary member gives up his 
active membership, he is subject to the disabilities of an \Ul

affiliate. His honorary membership is virtually held in abey
ance ulltil he is again affiliated. 

[Decision 52, G. M., 1875, pp. 34 and 233 . 



120 DECISIO~S .\ND BESOLUTIONS. 

Rcs"lv"d, That an honorary member of a Lodge bas nol 
the right to visit said Lodge when a member of it object! 
thereto. 

[Committee Mas. Juris .• 1875. p. 233-

JURISDICTION OF LODGES OVER CANDIDATES. 

That a Lodge which rejects a candidate for initiation cannot 
grant any gmeral release of jurisdiction. It will act only on 
application of a Lodge which shall have shown its willing· 
ness to accept the candidate. 

[Decision 41, G.M., 1875. pp. 33 and 232. 
That the jurisdiction of a Lodge over candidates extends 

to a point half-way between it and the nearest Lodge. Such 
point to be ascertained on an air-line from Lodge to Lodge. 

[Decision 42. G. M., 1875, Pp.33 and 232. 

A candidate was rejected in Lodge A. lIe removes to the 
village occupied by Lodge B. After a constitutional time 
has elapsed, he applies for initiation in Lodge C. situated at 
a distance from his home. Held, that Lodge C. must obtain. 
consent from Lodge A. and B., before said Lodge C may ini
tiate the candidate. 

[Decision 43, G. lI., 1875, pp. 33 and 232. 

That where a candidate for initiation and advancement is 
balloted for and accepted by a Lodge and afterwards peti
tions for initiation, is balloted for and accepted in another 
Lodge having concurrent jurisdiction, he may elect to be ini
tiated in either Lodge. But, if a ballot is :.fterwards called 
for and the candidate is rejected in either Lodge before his 
initiation in the other, he is thereby estopped, and the Lod,;e 
rejecting him obtains jurisdiction. 

[De~i>ion44, G. M., 1875. pp. 33 and 232. 
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The removal of a Lodge "witkin Us ju"isdi(fi~n" IS:ln 
impossibility, exce?t in the case specially provided for in the 
Statute of Grand Lodge; for a~ soan as a Lodge has Ifgally 
removed its place of meeting from one village to another its 
jurisdictional limits are altered. 

[Decisions 45, G. M., 1875, pp. 33 and 232. 

"Does a candidate rejected in a Lodge, and af:~rwards 

released from its jurisdiction, come under the juri.di::~:cn 01 
the next nearest Lodge, or is he at liberty to send in his peti
tion to any Lodge he chooses? 

The submission of the above question for my decision, reo 
vealed to me the .existence of such a vague compre!:ension 01 
the rules affecting Lodge jurisdiction, that in my reply, I 
found it necessary to discuss the subject more at length than 
would ordinarily be requisite in answering communications 
with referenc;! to interpretation of Masonic Law. 

The subject of jurisdiction of Lodges over candidates In
volves the consideration of two questions: 

I. What gives a Lodge judsdiction over a candidate? 
II. Hew maya Lodge, not having original jur:sd.iction 

over a candidate, obtain jurisdidon ? 
In the examination of the first question, we are to be 

guided by the provisions of Article XIII., Sec::o!) 56 of the 
Constitution, and of Article XXV., Sections 50 and 5 I of the 
Statutes of Grand Lodge. 

The meaning of Article XIII., Section 56 (Constitution) is 
too well understood to need comment here. Take it in can· 
Dection with the two Sections of the Statutes referred to, and 
we determme the method of obtaining jurisdiction at the out. 
s\:t. 

We find that the candidate must, 
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First .-Reside within the territo~al jurisdiction of th 
Lodge which accepts him. (See Section So, S~atutes.1 

Suolldly.-He mu~t have resided within that territory .. 
certain length of time (See Section 51, Statutes.) 

Thirdly.-He must satisfy the Lodge to which he applies 
that he has not been previously rejected. (See Section S6, 
Constitution.) . 

\ These three requirements determine the jurisdiction 01 a 
Lodge over candidates in the first instance. 

In reference to the II. question, namely; How maya 
Lodge not having original jurisdiction over a candidate, ob. 
tain jurisdiction ?-the Constitution and-Statutes point out but 
m~ way, and that is, by receiving permission from the Lodge 
baving jurisdiction at the time the candidate's application is 
made. 

Here let it be observed, that a Lodge can relinguish its 
jurisdiction over a rd~cled candidate in either of two cases: 

Ftrst.-Where, having original jurisdiction, it rejects him 
and then grants permission to another Lodge, makingappli. 
catiC'n therefore, to initiate and advance him. 

Seco1td.-"{here, having once rejected a candidate, the 
Lodge afterwards elects him, and he then petitions another 
Lodge having concurrent jurisdictioL'l, is accepted, and de
cides to take his degrees in the second Lodge. In this case, 
the jurisdiction is lost by force of law. 

The conclusion of whole matter seems clear: That 11 can
didate rejected in a Lodge having territorial jurisdiction over 
him at the time of rej.ection, remains ~nder the jurisdiction of 
that Lodge, nntil consent is given to some other Lodge, 
which has accepted his ~tition, to confer the degrees orAb· 
sonry upon him. This consent mny be given [0 any L.lbe 
in whose jurisdiction such candidate resides at the time ,,! 
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such applic.ltion. The rejection of a camlidale in a Lodge . 
does not Lar the right of another Lodge to receive his petition 
and-tf spread a ballot thereon: it simply qualifies and limits 
the right to conf~r the degrees of Masonry upon him, until 
cons~nt is obtained. In this connection, it might be well to 
Ildd, Illat the rejection of a candidate by a Lodge not having 
jurisdiction over him at the time of his application, will not 
operate to prevent another Lodge from accepting him and 
making him a Mason. 

[Decision 46, G. M., 1875, pp. 33 and 232. 

MASONIO BURIAL. 

That "Masonic burial" (in Section 42 of the Stntutes), 
has particular teference to the performance of the services 
~d c.:reoavllics over a deceased brother. 

[Decision 47, G. M., 1875, pp. 34 and 232 • 

MINUTES OF LODGE. 

The minutes of every commur.ication, whether reguhr or 
special, should be Tead and approved before thc Lodge is 
closed. 

[Decision 23, G. M., 1876, pp. 31 and 1l2. 

The minutes of a Lodge having been approved, lllay not 
be altered, but a minute may be ordered and made at a sub. 
sequent communication, in the proceedings of said communi. 
cation, explainiRg or correcting the errors of record of the 
previous communication. 

[Decision 24, G. M., 1876, pp. 31, and II2. 

PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS. 

That the physical qualifications of a candidate for 1\1a. 
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sonry can not be determined by the Grand Master. The 
Grand Master can not i~sue a Dispensation allow:ng a Lodge 
to disobey a landmark of }Iasonry. Whether a candidate is 
such "a hale man, Bound, not derormed or dil;membered," 
as the landmarks of Masonry prescribe to he eligible mater
ial for the temple, is a question that mnst be seWed hy tbe 
conscientious judgment of the Master, and each brother of the 
Lodge. If a Master of a Lodge is not satisfied after 
thoroughly and scrupulously considering the matter, that 
the candidate is such a man, it will be his duty to reject him. 

[Decision 59, G. M., 1875: pp. 35 and 233. 

POWERS, DUTIES, AND QUALIFICATIONS OF MASTERS. 

That a brother, who had been a Warden of a Lodge, and 
while holding that office, took up his residence in another 
State, and was elected Master of said Lodge, was eligihle to 

. the said office and might be lawfnlly installed: 
[Decision 25, G. M., 1876, pp. 31 and IU_ 

That it is competent for a Master to reruse to confer a 
Degree upon any candidate, until such time as, in his judg
ment, it will be wise to do so. 

[Decision 26, G. M., 1875, pp. 32 :md Z32. 

That tIle Master has a right, and it is his duty, to exclude 
from the Lodge a Brother, who by his perverseness or con
tumacy, may interfere With the prQper working of the Lodge 
or disturb its harmony. . 

[Decision 30, G. NI., 1875, pp. 32 and:!32-

The presence of the Master of a Lodge as a representative 
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at a session of the Grand Lodge vacates any proxy given by 
the Lodge for that purpose. 

[Decision 26, G. M., 1876, pp. 31 and 112. , 
That it is entirely improper, except by way of appeal, for 

a brother of a Lodge to criticise the action of his Master, or 
to seek to obtain from higher authority a reversal of a Mas
ter's action, without giving notice to the Master of his inten
tion so to do, and either furnishing the Master with a copy of, 
his communication to the reviewing officer, or sending the 
questions, ~oncerning which he seeks an opinion, through 
the hands of the Master; in this way giving him notice that 
his ruling is called in question. 

[Decision 60, G. M., 1875, pp. 35 and 233. 

That the Master of a Lodge has a right to olte vote on any 
question brought before his Lodge. He may vote in the orig
inal count, or to determine a tie vote, but may not exercise:;· 
the privilege in both instances on the same question. 

[Decision 66, G.M., 1875, pp. 35 and 232. 
That the Master of a Lodge was justified in suspending a 

Tiler, who was temporarily unfitted for the performance of 
the functions of his office by intoxication. It does not matter 
that the ·Tiler was elected under the By-Laws of the Lodge. 
The Master's obligatiol)s to the Craft approvtd the exercise 
of a very necessary perogative. 

[Decision 65, G. M., 1875, pp. 35 and 232. 

RECONSIDERATION OF VOTE. 

That there is no law of Masonry, or reason for a inw, 
which will prevent a Lodge from reconsidering an action im
properly or unadvisedly taken. The right to reconsider a 
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motion, however, must depend on its nature and the facts of 
the case. 

[Decision 61, G. M., 1875 pp. 35 and 233-, 
BOOKS 01' IiIASONIC LODGES. 

Although there is nothing mandatory in the laws or land. 
marks against the use of a Masonic LoUge.room by other as. 
sociations not Masonic; still correct M,asonic sentiment 
teaches that a Lodge.room, under control of a Masonic Lodge 
and dedicated to the purposes of Masonry, shoufd 110t be lei 
or used for other than Masonic purposes. 0111y under extra. 
ordinary circumstances should this rule admit of an exception, 
and then the conscience of the brethren must determine fOI 

them the propriety' of a departul'e from the well-approved 
custom. 

[Decision 48, G. M., 1875, pp. 34 and 232 • 

• 



DI(IES~Ii O,K~' 

t§OMMISSION OF ~PPEALS iEPORTS, 

Menz?'i5T£? of the (''omm£;4ZfLolI. 

1874.. 

\v. A idiew E. Suffe~"Il, (hief C4illimisskfi5oT~ 
W. John De Remer, 

R W. William T. Woodruff, 
Vi. G ;;;ge 0, ""ker, 

B. W. Alexander T. Goodwin. 
B. W. Dtlvid F. Day, 

W. JOioph J. C;';fch. 

1871S. 

W. A ,dZ'i'W E. hnffern. Chief Cmiimissioi5oo. 
W. Josepa'J. Couch, 
W. J;;hZl De h£omer, 
W.Wztifnm T. WoodruG, 
W. Joseph Welling, 

R. w. Al;'iandel'T. Goodwin, 
W. F. 
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1876. 

R. W. Anilrew E. Suffern, Chief Commissioner. 
R. W. Cornelius Esselstyu, 

W. J"s~ph J Couch, 
W. John De Remer, 

R. W. Joseph Koch, 
W. Joseph Well ng, 

R; W., Aleunder T. Goodwin, 

CASEL 1874. 

A sentence of Expulsion from a Lodge is irregular and 
unwanauted. The correct and regular sentence would 
have been Erpulsion from the rights of Ma~onry . 

Resolved, That it is declared to be an imperativol rule 
in Masonic trials, that when a vote is taken in a Lodge 
upon the guilt or innocence of a brother under charges, 
or upon the measure of his punishment, the "ote to COD
stitut~ a majority must be a majority of nil the members 
of the Lodge present when such a voto is taken. 

[p. 253. Transactions 18;4-

CASE II. Ib74. 

The CODlmisioners appointed in pursnanlle of the pro
vision contained in § 58 of th3 Constitntion to hear anel 
det el'mine charg·?s against the Master of the Lodge, ad
judge<1 the accnsed gnilty and recommPllded a sU!lpensioD 
of the brother from the righlRaud privileucs of M,'80ury 
for the space of four weeks from the date of said .·djn.liea. 
tion. An app al was taken by complaiuant. Held: That 
the com mi. sioners before whom the chargesugainsl. the Mn& 
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ter were tried, should ha'Ye inflicted the penalty inRtFad 
of recommending it to be inflicted, for there i~ no power 
under the Constitution which could c,'rry into elf ct the 
recommendation other than the Commissioners them
selves_ 

[po 253. Transactions 1874. 

CASE m. 1874. 

A 1 rother was charged with having made indecent pro
pcsals to two young girls, one of whom is the s ster of a 
Master Ma on, and with having furnished to the said sis
'ter of a Master Mason money with wbich to enable her to 
leave her home and go to the City of New York for an im
proper purpose. The accused was found guilty and the 
llellaltyof expulsion was inflicted. On appeal, Held: 
That the Lo:!ge very prop;)rly inflicted the penalty of ex
pulsion. 

rp. 254. Transactions 1874. 

CASE IV. 1874. 

A brother was charged with using Jangnage in refer
ence to his improper intimacy with a Master Mason's wi
dow, (unfit to be rfpeated in the report,) and vn.rious 
Othf r chnrges of a like character were made against him. 
During the course of the trial he withdrew the plea of not 
guilty and substituted the ph'a of guilty to the charge of 
immorality, established by the prosecution. Held, on 
1l.1l1leal, That the sentence of expulsion was just. 

[po 255. Transactions ]874-

CASE V. 1874. 

An 'appeal was taken from a conviction on a chr·rge of 
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desertion of wife Rnd ~hildren and living in adultery with 
a 'Woman of bad character. The wife of the accn~d ob
tained a divorce by decree of Supreme Court. On appeal 
Held: that the sentence of expulsion inflicted by the 
Lodge was fnlly wa.ranted. 

[po 255. Transactions 187!. 

CASE VI. 1874 

The accused in the pr!'sence of n member of his Lodge 
spoke and declared of another member of said Lodge, Ihe 
following, or 'Words of that eftect. " He is a liar, aD.l I 
'Would not believe him under oath." He was !ried con
victed, and Buspended ior t,,·o years. On app!'al no error 
or ilTegularity in the proc!'edings on the trial or of the 
Lodge was found, but the suspension was terminnted. the 
appellnu t having ~ufl"ered one year and upward of his term 
of stntence. 

[po 255. TransactioDs. 187!. 

CASE VIT. 11:!74. 

The rights of the members of n Lollge are co-equal. and 
any attempt to d"pr ve one of hiM rights is just cau,;e of • 
complaint, nnd sut'h attempt should not be justilied by 
the Gl'l\nd Lodge. The eumination of the ballot box by 
one or ml,re. f the brethren while the lodge was at rlfr.:sh. 
ment nnd fonnd clear is not evidence on which to convict 
the broth!'r of the charges preferred (lgainst him in the case. 
The charges in the case are too in" efinite Rnd uncertllin to 
place a Brother on tril\1. l\:'amely: I. falsely chargiog in 
1\ written communi::ation to D. D. G. M, thnt the Lod,' 
had resorted to nnmllBonio m81UlB to initiate a candid'lll'. 
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• 
etc. Makin! offich\1 decbration as Junior Warden to the 
"Vorshipful ~hster whleh he knew to be false," and falsely 
charging the Senior Denc~n with abstracting a black ball 
from ballot Box ¥Hssillg fro' station in 
Sontu that in thii There Wiii Eiissful attoEot 
on of mem t the Lod~o ni itiate a 
date agnin,t the well under,tood obj~ct I;)n of the nppel\ant. 

Undor the Con,titlltion and Statllt"s, Indefinite Sus. 
pension is abrogated nnd nnknown, nnd while it wr.y hllve 
bOti'P hPwful where wa~ prano tlHIO 1. Yet it is 
seOOi" the actil loined of any pnoioh 
mont, "£'he judgmont sentencen eersed. 

[po 2513, 1 ,IEoactions Bict 

CASE VIII. 1874. 

icnsed was on,trial nttempt b 
toot from aOlember of 
he 115 "nged. He l'llinmenced 
preme Court to Be' aside certain nssi~nments of mortgages 

• al\egi,tg that the c nsideratioD of the assignments of s"id 
mortgnges by him m'lde, had not pe- u paid. At the time 
of in the L, ,L,O "nd of the ;',sne had 
joineu said case, tried "Del 
stili pemiing. It volunt;;;:,e 
acted as the medium 'If the said assignment betw en the 
said brother Ilnd his wife, and that the procee'ing at Jaw 
is without support Ol' ju, titication, or Rny Jegal, moral or 
me~r"t i"r ground~, the Bchp; .. " for tbe 
I entol"ting KrOll! the pac r,fO ;frrendant. 
apE.'''ti1r""t committeE.' illlloouic offenn~ rhould recr"'" 

Coogle 
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the most empho.tic condemnahon. The appeal was dis-
mi~sed. 

[po 257. Transactions 1874_ 

CASE I. 1875. 

A brother WRS charged with uumasonic conduct in this, 
tbat be had advised a member of his Lodge not to propose 
clllld:dates in the Lodge, as tbey would be r.jectec1, for no 
candidate should be Illitiated in the Lodge during the 
(then) present year; that accnsed did, at tbe time afore
said, falsely and maliciously assert, in the presence and 
heariug of said member and otbers, Ihat --- Lodge, No. 
-- was not a just and duly cOllstituted Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons, and that said accused did fill-ely 
and maliciously prefer false and unlounded char es of 
unmnsonic conduct against one A. n., also a member of 
the Lodge, which be totally 'failed to sustain. 

A Commission, consisting of three members, was IlP
pointed to try the accused, and proceeded with the 
trial. • 

The counsel far the accused objected to the competency 
of one of the Commissioners, on the ground of bias nlZainst 
h'llI, and on the further ground tbnt such Commissioner 
is a witness for bim, and of another, on the ground that 
he also is a witness for him. 

The master of tbe Lf)c1ge acted as trier, and overruled 
the challenge as to tbe first Commissioner, to whillh COUD

sel excepted, and as the decision covered tbe challenge to 
the olhet' Commissioner, it was not Iried. 

An aUBwer to tbe charge was filed, a&d, without deuyiJIg 
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the complaiut, alleges that it does not present sufficieut 
facts to constitute a ~fasouic offence. A motion was made 
to dismiss the specifications, on the gtound set fortll iu 
the answer, which was denied aud an exception duly 
taken. 

The trial proceeded, nnd a report was made, in which 
the charge in the first and secoud specifications was sus· 
tained, and the accused declare.l guilty thereor, and not 
guilty of the third and last specification, and the penalty 
of expUlsion recommended; and that the accused be ad. 
judged to pay the sum of twenty-five dollars and seventy. 
five ceuts as expenses of the trial. One of the Com· 
missioners dissented frolll the recommendation of the 
penalty of expUlsion, and proposed instead thereot a sen· 
tence of suspension for eighte, n months. 

The Lodge at its regular COlllUlunication. held on the 
same day, adopted the report sigued by tbe majority of 
the Commissioners, expelled th~ brNher, aud adjudged 
him to pay the amount reported as the expenses of .he 

. trial. 
From this jlldgment the expelled brother appealed to the 

M.·. W. '., the Grand Master, and based Ilis appeal on eo me 
twenty.six grounds, in whi~h are raised many ql,eations 
which are at once difficult, delicate and important. 

From the decision of the Grand Mastel, it is evident tbat 
he bestowed unusual labor and care iu the examination cf 
theappell.l, and appreciated the cllaracter oHhe dnty 
devolved upon him. 

The Grand Masterfiled his decision, in which the action 
of the Lodge was affirmed, as to the conviction, bnt modi· 
fied nnd commuted the sentence to luspension for five 
mouths. 
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. Tbe appellant appealed from such decision to the Grand 
Lodge. 

A C!nreful examination bas been given to this appenJ, 
and all tbp, questions involved bllve received earnest and 
due considf'ration, and tbe,Commission entirely concurs 
witb the Grand Master in bis findings; that tbe Com· 
missioners on tbe trial gravely erred in exchtding much 
of the t<'stimony sought to be introduced by the accused, 
and which was manifestly relevant and pertinent, and nlso 
in permitting a statement of two of tbeir number to be 
appended to the reccrd of the trial, as evidenee, upon 
wbich their cross·examination by the aecused was denied, 
which wns in "iolntion of his well settled right in that 
resi)ect, and in admitting improper evidence against the 
acctlsed . 

.. It is undoubtedly tbe duty of the reviewing officer to 
pay great respect to ;he recommendations of Com
missioners, wade after a careful bearing and consideration 
of testimony, as well as to the action of a Lodge sustaining 
those recommendations; and while I earnestly deprecnt~ 
the action of a brother in serving on a Commission, \vhose 
'prejudices or inter.s! in the issue of a case is called in 
qnestion, I do not find sufficient evidence in tbe record 
entirely to Bet aside the action oftbe Lodge." 

The above langnage of the Grnnd Master justly charac· 
terizes the proccedings Oll thill trial, and shows the want 
of the obser..-ance of mauy of the safegnarc1s whicb the law 
bas benignly furnished for the pl'Otection of the accnsed, 
with a view to a fair and impartial trial, and before an un
except;onal tribunal. 

The Commission in examining this appeal bas laid B!ide 
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all that is merely trivial, frivolous or technical, and which 
does not a1fecL the real controversy hetween the accused 
and the Lodlle-e.nd considered matters 01 substance and 
forming the ra ges'aG-and reached the couclusion that 
the appea18~ould be dismissed. and the judgment against 
the accused for the sum of 525.75 be reverlied, upon the 
errors assigned, because they have worked so nluch 
apparent prejudice to the rights of the acouled. 

Again, the Commission is of the opinion that the 
decision upon the marits is not sustained by the testimony, 
even if the charge as laid constitutes a Masonic o1fence. 
Tha real charge is, that the accused gave such advice to a 
fallow member oethe Lodge as to deter him from proposing 
candidates for initia.tion and membership, to wit.: .. that 
they "'ould be rejec~ed," whilo the testimony introduoed 
seemed rather an attempt to oonvict him as the person who 
would prevent the acceptanca of such candidates. 

The Commission is also o. opinion tha.t the objection 
originally raised is invalid, namely: that the subjeot mat. 
ter of the first and secoud speoifications do not charge the 
oommission of a.ny olfenoe which is, in the Statutes or 
Codes, denominated a Masonic olfenclI. 

If such language be employed by a Milson it is l:!ighly 
rolprehensible, and not to be oountenanced, but on the 
other hand. severely deprecated, and this CommilBon now, 
as always, places the seal of its oondemnation upon it. 

The Commission is therefore of the opinion th~t the 
action of the Lodge, in its conviction and sentence of ths 
accused, should be set aside and reversed, and that its 
judgment against him for $25.75 should be vacated, and 
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recommend the adoption of a resolution in accordance 
therewith. 

The Commission haR further to submit, that ssid 
Lodge, in this case also, appealed from 50 much of the 
decision of the Grand Master as orders the commutation 
of the sentence of expulsion of the Lodge to suspension 
for five months, on the gl'otlnd of want of power in the 
Grand Uastel' to modify, or commute such sentence. 

The question raised by this appeal, the Commission does 
not feel called upon to determine, or present to the Gra:ld 
Lodge at this time, and it is recommeuded that the resoln· 
tion diswissing said appeal should be adopted. 

[po 234. Tl'tl.nsactions 1875. 

CASE IL 1875. 

The appellant was charged with having stated to a candi· 
date who lllul been recently accepted, and berord he hnd 
been initiated, .. that the Lndge und its members were a 
perfect set of shysters," and advised him to hs"" no:!Jillg 
to do with them, and .. not tJ join said Lodge, nor take 
the degrees therein." 

The appellant was also charged with having, in a written 
complaint before a Jtl,tice of the PeRre, against a mrmhff 
of said Lodge, in which complaint he committed perjury, 
in falsely swearing that .. aid member had t.hreatened to 
beat and wound him (the IIceused). and at the Fame time 
holding a raised pitchfol'k in a mcni\cing and threaleniug 
manner. 

Tile nppellant is fnrther chal'ged with baving upon the 
same d,lY, and in the above recited proceedings, committed 
another pel'jury, in that he falsely swo_e that the said 
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member came l1pon the public highway and stopped the 
accused, as he was 'passing along the same, and caught 
the horse he was driving by the bit, aud ou tile accused 
starting up his horse, said member loosing his hold, vised 
a pitchfork and t4rellteneil violence and personaliojury to 
the accused. 

The Commi~sion of Appeals do not find error in the 
proceedings, either befol'e the ComUlissioner~ or ill the 
Lo.lge. 

It is ~imply a question of fact, and the evidence in the 
case fully sustains the charge of perjury, and the Lodge 
were justified in inflicting (he penalty of expulsion, aul 
the judgment should t.e affirmed . 

. [po 236. Transactions 18i5 .. 

CASE III. 187~ 

The ~ppellant was charged with having threatened in 
the presence of 1l'hsons. as well as profllnes. tbat he would 
break up n certain Lodge, that be would establish a clan
destine Lodge in his town in conjunctiol) with profanes; 
that he applied to the lIuster of the Lodg~ UlO t profllne 
"nd scurrilous ep:~het~. and tha~ he un!.lwfully discl sed 
the a.ffairs of his said Lodge in public p:,\C~" 

The accused was tried before Il ccmmi;;;.ion ,,-pointed by 
the Lodge and fouud Quilty of each and every of above
named chnrges, and the Lodge pronounced the penalty, 
expulsion. 

The Commissioners of Appeals ore of the opinion that 
such decision was fully "'ilrra.nt~d by the evidenre given 
on the trial, eopecially in support of the fourth and sixth 
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specifications of said charge, and the penalty imposed by 
the Lodge was proper and just. 

The Commission of the Lodge clearly erred in deprh-ing 
the accused of tbe bene'fit of I'oullsel, on the ground that 
the counsel was a non-affiliated Mason, yet in view of the 
aggravated character of ~he offence committed, nnd his 
proceeding with the trial, the Commission of Appeal, 
believe that thejudgment of the Lodge should be affirme.1. 

[po 237. TransactionB 1875. 

CASE IV. 1875. 

Bro. K. was charged with contumacious and unmaEonie 
condnct, first by endea voring to prevent the Lodge from 
being <'pened en tbe occasion ofa regular Communication, 
by Foliciting the members to remain out of the Loclg~ 

room, and tbus prevent the requisite number being pre
sent to enable the Master to open the Lodge; second, by 
cont:lmacions conduct to the Master of the Lodge, by re
fu;.ing three times to obey a proper order of the M8Ffer, 
and eaid refnsa!s being made in a disco: rteou8 'nnd insnlt
ing manner; third. by uttering abusive, improper And 
nnmasonic languRge regal'ding t!le Master of the Lodge; 
and foartb, by using vile nnd abusive language regBldi"g 
a deceased clergyman Rnd cbaplain of tbe Lodge. 

The .trial \vas had and the accused was found gnih)'. 
The Ledge ndjndged the penalty to be suspension for t"" 
years, and assessed the expenses of the Irial at forty-thr~' 
dollars, and required the accl1sed to pay them. 

From this decision of the Lodge the aecused bron~ht aD 

appeal to the Grand Master, who decided that tlrer~ ha,j 
been no error in the proceedings and affirmed the nctiou 
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of the Lodge, except in the matter of the amount of costs 
assesscd. 

The Commission of Appeals have heard long arguments 
for and against the appeal, r.nd have eX:lmined the whole 
proceedings, as well liS the decision of the Grand Moster 
on the first appeal, and believe, with the Grand Master, 
that the action of the Lodge shoul 1 be nffirmed. 

The Commission of Appeals believe that the L:>dge acted 
more lenirntly than the offences committed wDrmnted, and 
that exclusion from actual membership in the Lodgt., 
afl.i!r tbe expiration of the two years, would have been the 
proper penalty, but as the question olun increase of pun
isbment inflicted niter, and upon a review of the case on 
appelll by the Grand Lodge, is one of doubt in the minds 
of the members of the Commission of Appeals; th,·ym,.ke 
no recommendation on the subject, bd unanimously re
commend that the uction of the Lvdge be in all respects 
approved, as modified by the Grund Master regarding the 
costs assessed, and a resolution acco dingly is herewith 
snbmitted. 

That the proceedings had in the matter of the trial of 
Bro. K. for unmnsonic conduct, be, .. nd the ~ame are 
hereLy approved, and that the expenses assessed by the 
Commission appointed to try the case be l'otluced to 
eighteen dollars. 

[po 238. Transactions 1875. 

CASE V. 187'5. 

The Commission of Appel\ls having dnly cODl':irlered the 
papers, proceedings and evidence submitted to them in 
the matter of the appeal of Bro. Z. F., from the action of 
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Lodge No. --, in adopting lhe report of'the Commisaion
era, acquitting Bro. K. of' the charge of' unmasonic con
duct, in having declared tllat he knew sa.id Bro. E. F. bad 
blackballed c:mdid"tes in said Lodge reported. The tes
timony of' two witnesses, on the part of the prosecutio:!, 
f' Illy Rustain th~ specification. That of' ,'nother witu888 
on the part of the prosecution, shows no more than that 
tue accused said: .. to Ule best of his kllolcledge and beliif" 
the accuser and another memher of 8~id Lodge, had re
jected candidates therein. 

Tho ao~uscd WIIS the only witnesB on his own behalf, 
and by his testimony f'u'ly <.Ienied the saying stout in 
the specifiontion and attributed to Lilli by thtl witnell6e1l, 
Ross and the accuser. 

The COlllmi'sion are of' the opinion that the Lo<1ge erred 
in not conviclill~ tl.e accused of' the chargE', hut the Com· 
mission, regurJing it a question of fact, l f' which the Com
missioners appointed to try the case were the best judges, 
untI deewiug it uuwise to orller a new trial, recommeDd 
us the blOtter disposition of the cJ.se to llismiss the appeal. 

[po 238. 'fran88ctionslll;S. 

CASE VI. 1875_ 

The Commission of Appeals having duly considered tbe 
appeal taken by 13ro. J. Hot Lodge No.-, F. A. M., from 
the action of the Commissioners appointed ill the case of 
the charges preferred by him against a W. P. Y. of' auether 
Lodge. aud an honorary mambel' of the Lodgol aforesaid, 
r~ported thereon: . 

'That they ftud the cllSe involved iu gr(;at duubt, IIl!d 
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have only reached their oonclusions th~rein after much 
difficulty. 

The accused, in this case, was charged with having nsed 
at a Communication of Lodge No. -, certain unmasonio 
language with reference to Bro. B., and subsequently, on 
the same evening ill the Lodge room, after the Communi
cation had closed, other language of like character having 
reference to Bro. B. 

The utterance of the expressions set forth in the speci. 
fications annexed to the charges was admitted by the an
swer of the accused, who pleaded, in extenuation of the 
charge, certain mitigatiug circumstances, and claimed 
that he had offered to the Lo,lge an ample apology for the 
o:lfence alld was willing to ex:~end the same to Bro. B. 
The trial of the charges was refc·rred by a D. D. Grand 
Master, under section 58 of the Constitution, to a Com
mittee con.isting of five Worshipful Past Masters. 

Upon the trial it appearcd to the satisfaction of the 
Oommissioners that the aCCUSed had uttered tbe offensive 
words while in the heat of passion, and witbout deliber
ate mal ace. It also appeared that the apology offered by 
the accused to the Lodge was a sufficient one, and that he 
was willing· to make to Bro. B. the like apology. It also 
appeareJ that the Lodge had struck tbe name of the ac
cused from its roll as an houorary member thereon: 

In view of these facts tbe Commissioners, whilst saying 
they founu the accused guilty of a Masonio offence in the 
use of the words containe,\ in specifications, deemed the 
punishment which Franklin Lodge ba.d iuflicted UpCIll 
said accllsed by Btriking his name from its roll of bonorary 
members, and the filet of the apology made by the accustd 
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in open Lodge, and the tend~r of apology to Bro. B. m 
licient to jnstif,\' them in the dIsmiss;!1 of the chuge8 with· 
out the imposition of any punishment upon Bro. CoDD, 
which conclnsion t.hey have embodied in their report. 

Thr. Commi~ilion~rs of Appeals cannot lose sight oltha 
incongrnity in the action of the Commis,.ion in finding 
the aCL'used guilty of the offence charged, nnll then diI
missing the complaint. Somepenulty should ha1'8 beeD 
inflicted, 

The Commission therefore recommends the 10110wiDg 
resolution : 

B~8olved, Th~t the acoused be hereby ordered to make 
such apology and rep;lr"'tion to Bro. B. a8 shall be ap
proved by the R.·. W.'. D. D. G. M. of the District. 

[po 239. Tran8actioDs 1875. 

CASE VII. 18i.). 

Tho Commission of Appeals in the mntter of the IIppeal 
of Bro. R" from the decisiou of Lodge. Xo. -, bI 
"'hich he was suspelld~d for one year,Rnd adju,l~ed to pilI 

the 8nm of ($11) eleven clo11 Irs, reportetl : That the said 
R was <,htll'ged with having given to a Brother a printed 
boo~, ('ontaining what purported to be tbe ritual of Frefo 
IDtlsonry, IIntl saying that it contained nIl of the work and 
ritual of Freemn~onrr, and that he could learn from it all 
he wall ted to in reference thereto. 

Be was furtber charged with h ving said, OD ODe 

occRsion. that t.he m··mbers of "aiLl Lodge were a set 01 
,. beat~ aud tbieves," an·1 for that leR&OI1 he would lloiaUoll 
n friend of hill to j:>in said L'>dge. 
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Upon the charges the Lodge proceeded to trial, found R. 
guilty and decl red the punishment above named. 

From this nction Bro. R. brings his nppenl to the Grnml 
Lodge, and hRS complied with all the reqnir~mentR ofonr 
Codl' of Procednre, by giving notice of appeal to the 
Lodge, Rnd by filing his appeal with the Grand Secretary. 

The Lodge, however. has refused or at least neglected to 
send to the Grand Secretary the rpcord of the proceedings 
in the CRse, and the Commission of AppeRls have f.liled to 
obtain any information of an official character which will 
lead to " correct examination of the incid~nts of the 
trial. 

The Commission of Appeals have given due consideration 
to all the grouuds of appeal and believe thelIl to be well 
tnkell and that all the relief prayed for by Bro. R. should 
be granted. 

The Commission of Appells are unanimously of the 
opinion that the said Lodge has shown a manifest dis
position to deal unjustly aud unma'onically with Bro. R.o 
and in view of the fact, that the said Lodg9 has utterly 
neglected to comply with the plain provisions of the Code 
in respect to furnishing the report of the proceedings in 
the trial of Bro. R., to the Commission of Appeals for its 
'lxamination, the Commission of Appeals recommend that 
the proceedings of the trial in the case of Bro. R. b3 run
dored null and void. 

[po 240, Transactions 1875.] 

CASE I. 1876. 

CASE AND EXCEPTIONS WEBB NOT FURNISHED. 

In the judgment of the Commission, it is prop r to sug. 
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gest to the Fraternity throughout 1 he J nri~dictio", that if 
the provisions of t . e 26:h article of the S~at tes touching 
trials and appealF, and the rules and formula prescribl'd 
in the Code of Proct'dure for their couduct, were better 
understood and more closely followed by Lodges and 
parties litigating. much time and labor would be saved, 
and a correct decision more expeditiously reacht'd. 

In many instances it seems to be the impression thnt the 
Commission will entertain statements upon the argument 
to supply defects of form, regUlarity and substance in the 
papers, while it should be well known that the Commis,ion 
must confine itself on the bearing to, ond base it· decision 
upon, the record as made up and filed. 

[po 104, Transactions 1876. 

OASE II. 1876, 

Where a Lodge fails t, sentence a Brother after con· 
viction of an offence, the proceedings, on appe 1, wil be 
remitted to said Lodge, that it may proceed to judgmenl 
in the oose. 

When the Grand Lodge is exercising its appellate tunc· 
tim, in the hearing ofn Masonic appeal, it is purely and 
simply a judicial body, a Masonic court of appeals, of 
ultimate resort, and every duly accredited repr~sentative 
to it is performing, in the consideration of the cale before 
it, an independent judicial act in determining it ; and the 
judgment of the Court upou the appeal before it becomes 
the law of the CRle, and of the jurisdiction. 

The office of an appeal is to bring befoll> such tribunal for 
review and correction any errors of fact or of law, wbleh 
are by the record ABBigned and alleged to have been com· 
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mitted by the subordinate Lodge in tT ,J trial, and ron:; 
whose judgmellt the appeal is taken, so that j Ilstice may be 
done to .. U parties. 

'l'he Grmld Lod~e has in its C"de prl'scribed that a 
Musonic trial should be condu'Wd in all respects, as near 
88 may be, like the trial of al\ 4 Jtion at law in a ( ourt of 
Record, nnd be governed by ~he same general rUlES, and 
by the 75th Section of it! Statutes declared. that nil 
a p' als taken in pursuance of the provisiolls of the Consti
tution and Statutes shall be conducted. as far as the sume 
III y be applicable, in aceordance with such rules anll 
forms as may be adopted by it. 

Now .. the Court 01 Appeals is a court of last resort in 
this State, of exclusive appellate jurisdiction; and it may 
reverse. affirm or modify the judgment appealed from in 
whole, or in pal't, aUll as to a y. or all of the parties; and 
it.; judgment shall be remitted to the court below to be 
enf~rced according to law." 

]f appeals Lefore the Grand Lodge, sitti g as an appel. 
late judicilll body, are to be conducted in nil respects, as 
nenr as may be, like the same proceeding at law, 01' in 
equity in a Court of Reoord, then this body has, in virtue 
• f its fundamental law, the right to reverse, affirm, or 
modify any judgment or proceeding in appeal brought up 
before it for review, and to remit its judgment to the 
Lodge below to be carried into effec t. 

An acc:lsed party was reported guilty upon a trial of the 
charge and specifications contained in the compillint 
ngainst him, and he Lodge adopted the judgment of the 
tribunal trying him and then jailed or nc glected in ils 
maniles: duty to enforee such judgment, .or pass such sen· 
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tence upon him, as it might deem a:>l'ropriate, while he 
stood. 'convicted before it of an oft'ence against both the 
m r rill and Masonic Dode. From the j ~dgment of t!le sub
ordinate body an appeal is taken to this Court, by one of 
the pArties. which mnst either reversp, aflirm, or modify 
sl1ch judgment. If'the appellate reverse, the accused party 
will remalll, as now, in full membership nnd in gnod nnd 
re~ul ,r stnnding in his Lodge, Hnd be entitle i to Mlltinne 
to rl'ceive and participate in All the rights and pri\'ileges 
of Masonry, if it IIffirm, he will not be entitled to any of 
sl1ch rights and privilf'ges (?Ed.); and to vi dicate its O\\D 
authority, make potent and tft'ective its d~cision and snp
port its own dignity, it should either remit the whole case 
to the sllbordiDate Lodge, to take such action thE'reon as 
it might determine would be just and proper in the 
pr<mises. 

There must be on ill hE'rpnt power, RS there ia a c 'Dati. 

tutional right, vested in the Grnnd Lodge, AS the highest 
judicial nuthori y in the juri,diction over the IIcta nnd 
proceedingR of Snhordilll\te Lodges in their disl'iplinnry 
powers ILd fnnctirn~, to compel them by nppr('priate 
pro{'e~ding8 in the nllture of Illandnmus if neCe881\ry, to 
ohAe ve And obl'ytbe law which alike ('rentel! And con'rola 
them as courts and bOlli, 8 of suborllinate jIHlicinl l\I'lsonio 
lIuthority; Bnd to co ltravene nllY nssumed pl'erogative in 
set ing lip n ,tnndard of m,')rnls, conduct, or practice for 
itsplf or its me'lIbprs, which is not in accord or harmony 
with the establishE'd mns,lnic moral. or civilstllnlinrdsand 
testH. 

And while 'he Commission would not rerommrnd Ally 
vigorous or unusual course "ita respeot to thtl dealilll>'11 
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or the GrRlld Lodge with the LfJdges under its jUl'isdict,ion, 
Btill it does not hesitate to declare the power and duty of 
the Grand Lodge in the pI emises whenever the occasion 
demands its exercise. 

All that is o:fl'~nsive to good morals, all that is violative 
of the l .. wl1 of the land, all that militates egl\inst the peace 
and security of a well-regulated soc~al polioy, and all that 
pollutes the temple of the living God should fearlessly 
receive the impress of the seal of Masonic oondemnation. 

[po 105. Tmnrmctions 1876. 

CASES III. and IV. 1876. 
That of which oompillint WI\8 mRde rpinRt the ae-used 

was the deception practiced, by the allegeti representations, 
upon the credulity given to and confidence reposed in 
them and him, by means of which they obtained moneys 
and securities for the use and benefit of the firm and 
themselves from brethl'en; whereby they have been d.\m
nified, and the Fraternity injured in the house of its 
friends. 

Aotion of Lodge sustaine:1 ; appeals dismiRsed. 
[pp.107, 108. Transactions 1875. 

CASE V. 1876. 
In this case the appeal was sustained on the ground 

that evidence in the record of the Trial CommisRion did 
not support or sustain the charge against the accused. 

[po 109. Transactions 1870. 



iCTS OF ~NCORPORATION . 
.Act to incorporate the Trustei>.8 of the Masonic 

Hall and .Asylum Fund. 

CBAPTEB 27l1. 

A n Act to Incorporate the " 7rustees if lhe Masonic Hall aM 
Asylum liimd." 

PASSED APRIL 21, 1864. 

People qflhe State of New York represenled in the &Mie 
and Assembly, do enact asfol!wJs: 

SECTION 1. The volnntBry IlJIsociation now existing and 
Known as the .. Trustees of the Masonic Hall and Asylum 
Fund," and composed of the Grand Master, Deputy 
Grnnd Master, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand 
Warden, and Grand Secretary of the association known ~ 
the .. Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Ma-ons of the 8tate of New York," and their 
successors holding said offices, is hereby created 1\ body 
politic and corporate, with all the '~eneral powers of cor
pe.rations under the Revised Statutes of the State of New 
York, by and under the nllme of the .. Trustees of the 
Masonic Hall and Asylum Fund." 
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SEC. 2. The corporation hereby crp.ated shall consiRt of 
the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand 
Warden, Junior Grand Warden and Grand Secretary, for 
the time being, of the said Fraternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons, and their successors in office, as they shall from 
time to time be elected at the Gener~ Assembly or Grand 
Lodge of Free and A.cceptlld Masons of the State of New . 
York, in accordance' with the rules and customs thereof. 

SEC. 3. The corporation hereby created is hereby author
ized.and empowered to take and hold real and personal es
tate, by gift. pnrchase, legncy, or devise, to au amonnt not 
excee ling five hundred thousand dollars, for the purposes 
of its corporation, subject to the limitations now pre
scribed by law. 

SEc. 4. It shlll1 be the object of the corporation hereby 
created to build and maintain a Masonic Hall in the city of 
New York. for the meetings of the Grand Lodge or General 
Assembly of Masolls. and for the accommodation of other 
Masonic bodies or associations; and out of the fnnds 
derived from the rent or income thereof, or other sources, 
to build, establish, and maintain an asylum or asylums, 
school or schools, for the free education of the childre.n of 
Masons, aud for the relief of worthy and indigent Masons, 
their widows and orphans. 

SEC. 5. The corporation hereby created is empowered 
to adopt regulations and by-laws. and appoint officers for 
the better accomplishment of the objects herein men
tioned. 

SEC. 6. The paid corporation shall annually report to 
the Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons, the 
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amount, conditiou, and investment of the fund in its 
han dB, and all other matters and things relating to the 
concernli oC the corparation. 

SEO. 7. The !!aid corporation shall be subject to the 
reshiclions and liabilities prescribed in the thir,l title 01 

the eighteenth chapter,oC the 1h-st part of the Revised 
Statutes. 

SEC. 8. This aot shall take effect immediately. 

STATE 011' NEW YORK, l 
OFII'ICE 011' THE SECRETABY 011' STATE. f 

I have oompared the pr"ceding with the original Inw on 
file iu this offioe, aud do hereby certify that the same is a 
correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of Bald 

originallllw. 
Given nnder my hand and seal of office. at the oity of 

Albany, this 22d day of April, in the year one thoUSilnd 
eight hundred and Bixty-four. 

CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW, 
[L. s.] &creturJl of Sl.a.e. 

AN ACT to amend ;\n aot etitled "An act to int"orporate 
the trustees of tha Masonio Hall and Asylum Fund," 
ptlBsed April twenty-tirst, eighteen hundred amd sixty
four. 

PAISE» May 14. Il:1i3. 

7'he People of the 8lat.e of New York, represslilea iii ,Cftn,lI.fI 
and A s.~embly. do enacl as (oUows : 

SEOTION 1. The third section 01 chapter two hundred 
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and seventy-two, of the Laws of eightAen hundred and 
sixty-four, being an 'let entitl d .. An act to incorporattl 
the TrnstetS of the ~I.lsonic H~ll and Asylum Fund," 
passed April twenty-firs!, eighteen hundred aud six''Y-four, 
is hereuy amended so as to read "s follows: 

§ 3. The corpora'ion hereby created is hereby author
ized and empowered to take and hold real and personal 
estate, by gift, purchase, legncy, devise or otherwise, to 
an amount not exceeding in valne two millions of dollars, 
for the purposes of its corporation, subject to the limita
tions now prescribed by Ill .... 

§ 2. The said oorporation, for the pnrpo~e rlcomplet
ing the Masonic Hall in the city of New York, and 01 
erecting and completing >uch other building or builtlings 
as a majority of such tr ,stees may deem necessary and 
proper, for the use of the said corporation, and to carry into 
eft ot its o\.jel,ts. is .hereby authorized and empowered to 
i8s11e its bonds of d.mominations of one tbousand dollars 
and five hundred dollars eacb, payable on the fifteEnth 
day of Septembor, eighteen hundred and ninety·on .. , with 
interest at and after the rate of seven per cent. peraunum, 
payable Remi·annually, uuder the seal of the said cOl'por· 
ation, and sigued by its pt'esideut- and secretary, not ex
Ceeding in groSll amount the SUIll of one-half of the fair 
market v.dlle of the real estate of the said corporation, lo
cated on the comer of Sixth avenue and Twenty-third 
street, in the city of New York, and known as the Ma-
1I0nic Hnll, to be determiued by three appraisers, to be de
signated by the superiu.tendent of the bauking depar
mCllt. The amount for which said bonds are to be issued 



1{;2 ACTS OJ!' INCORPORATION. 

to be determint'd by resolution of the board of trustees, 
duly eutered upon the miuute~ of the prooeedings of said 
bOtLrd. The said bonds Illlly be made paYllble to bearer 
or to order; an.J sh .. ll have interest con pons attnch..d 
thereto; and to seoure the full and prompt payment at 
maturity of the principal sum for whioh said boudM sball 
be issued, and the senli-Bnnual interest thereon, as the 
Bame from tim~ to time aocrue, the said corporation is 
hereby authorized alld empowered to deliver to one or 
more trustees iu trust for the benefit of the bolders of 
s .. id bonds, Il mortg'lge on the whole of the real est"te afore
said DOIY owned by such corporation; whi oh mortgage shall 
con ain all uecessary prov sions to facilitate the collection 
of the several amountR fur whioh said bonds shall be givell 
and the iuterest to aeome thereon. by loreolosure, by nd
advertisement, or otherwise, and shall be duly aoknow
ledged and dilly recorded in the OOllUty whereiu the lauds 
therein described are situated. Alld '\S n farther and addi
tional security for the p'lyment, at maturity, of RIlid priu
cipal SUIll f"r which said boncls shall be issued, and of 
s.Lid bonds, the said corporatiou shall insure and keep in
Bured, iu reHponsible iusurano l compauies, all b'lildings 
situl\ted upon the property aforesl\id, to ILn amount pqual 
to at least one·half the lair value olsueh buildings, which 
said policies sball be tmus'erred to nnd ownpd by tbe 
trusteu or trnstees aforesaid, to nn.l for tbe benefit of the 
owners of nny bond~ issned unddr th.e p ovisions 0/ tbis 
nct. And whell Buell ruort:::age ~h.L11 have been executed 
by affixing thereto the seal of said corporation, ILnd o;igu
iug thereto the llames of tbe presilleut aurt secretary of 
such board of tmstees, o.nd shall hnve beeu a~kuowled:led 

• 
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and recort'led as aforesaid, and said property shall have 
been insured as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for 
any SIlVIUgS bank, or institution incorporated under the 
laws of the State of New York, to purchase the bonds au· 
thorized 1.>y this aot, and to inv.est the funds in the same, 
anything in the act incorporating suoh savings bank or 
institution to the contrary thereof notwithstnnding, but 
not to t:xceed ten per cent. of the assets of said corpora. 
tion shall bEl invested in said bonda. 

~ S. The said board of trustees are hereby authorized 
and empowered to rent such part or partll of said M ... sonio 
Hall, now being erected by them, on the corner of Sixth 
avenue and Twenty-thir.l street, in the City of New York, 
and such part or parts of any other building or buildings 
erected or to be erected and owned by such corporatiOI~. 
as in their judgment shall not be required for actual use 
and occupancy for Masonic objects and purposes, to such 
individuals or COI'pol'ations, as they may select, for mer
cantile and other uses and purposes, and to sue for, re
cover and collect the rents from time to time accruing,. 
thereon. and to use and appropriate the funds to be de. 
rived from such renting, for the benevolent, educational 
and charitable purposes mentioned and provided in said 
act hereby aw~nded. 

§ 4. All acts or parts of acts, and all laws of the State 
of New York inconsiijtent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

§ 5. This aut &ball take effect imme.iately. 
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STATE OF NEW YOBX. l 
Office of the Secretary of State, f ss. 

I Lave compared the preceding with the original law OD 

file in this office, and do hereby certify that the lIilme ill • 
correct trlluscript tLertlfrom and 01 the whOle at ... d ori· 
glnall .. w. 

G. HILTON SCRIBNER, 
S';lCrelllory 01 ~t&te. 

AN ACT to nmend chapter two hundred and seventy-lwe 
01 the IUWIl 01 eighteen hundred aDd sixty-lOur, en· 
titled "An act to incorporate the trustees 01 the Ma
SOniC hall and asylum fund," passed April tWtlUIY· 
1irBt, eighteen huudred and sixty-four. 

Passed May, 18n 
The People of the State of New York. repre!leute.l.n 

Senute "ud Assembly, do euact all follows: 

SECTION 1. Section two of chl,pter two hundred and 
seventy-two of the IaWil of eighteen huudrtid and sixty
lour, entitled "Au act to incorporate the trus:eea 01 the 
Masonic hili, aDd asylum fund." passed April twentroOne, 
eighteell hundred aDd llixly-four, is hereby auneuded 8U as 
to read as foHowl! : 

§ 2. The corporation hereby crented shall consist 01 

three persons, who shall be memlJtlrl! of 10dgElti unler 'he 
uulhority and jurisdict:OD of 'he grand lodge of free and 
nccepted masons 01 the Stute 01 Ntlw York, !lud who ...wI 

be residents 01 this 1)la'e. to 03 elect.,d Ilt the ur,.. iUlIlllal 
communication 01 the bBid grand .odge alter t.h~ l':\8~&)ga ... 
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of this act; provided, however, that no officer of the 
grand lodge shall be eligible to the offiol! of tl"u~tee, aud 
that any trustee accepting office in the gl'llnd lodge shall 
thereby vacate his office ai trustee. At tha first annual 

, communicatiou of the grand lodge after the pussage of 
this act, the three trusteeR so elected sha.ll dtlsi.!Jnate, by 
lot, in the presence of the grand master, their respective 
tto. ms of office, to wit: one of said trustees shall be d~sig
nated to serve for the period of one yl'M, one to serve for 
the pel iod of two years, and one to serve for the period 
of three years; and annually therealter, at the annual 
communication of the grand lodge one trustee shall be 
elected whose term oloffice shall be for the period of 
three yeaTS f. om the date of his election; and should a 
vac:a.ncy occur in the office of Ihe trustee at aD annual com
municllotion of the laid grand Lodge from any cause other 
than the expiration of the term of office of sa.id truQtee, 
said vacancy shall be filled, by election, for the unex
pired term at said allnual communication. If any such 
trustee sball cease to be a resident of the State of New 
York or shall ceaBe to be a member of a lodge under the 
jurisdiction of the grand lodge as aforesaid, bis place, as 
Buch trustee, shall be declsred vacant by the grandmaster. 
In case any vacancy in the office of trustee sball occur 
during the time intervening between the annual commu
nications of the grand lodge, the grnnd master shall fill 
such vncaucy by appoiutment of a person qualified as 
IIforesaid, and the person so appointed shall serve as truII
tee until the ntxt sncceeding annual communication of 
the grand lodge, when s;]oh \"ao"n(·y shnll he filled, by elec. 
tion, for the unexpired term. The said boar..! 01 trustees 
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sho.11 salect, one of its number as president, one as treas
urer, and one as secrdary, and shall mnke a full nod d.'
to.iled rcport of all its <loiugs at each aunual commuui
cation of the grand lodge. 

§ 3. All ncts or parts of acts, Rnd all laws of the State of 
, New York inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

§ t. This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACT EVABLHIG LODGES TO BE INCORPORATED. 

An Act to ennble Lodges and Ch1pters of Free and 
Accepted Mllsons to take, hold. lIud couvey Real 

Rnd Personal Estate, Passed April 2, 1866, 

Thc People of the State of New Yor,;, represented in 
Seuate aud Ass~mb)y, do euact as fOllows: 

§ 1. Whenever any Lf)dge or Chapter of Frt'8 and 
Accepted Masous which i~ or hereafter m.\y be duly char
tered by an 1 in_taIled according to Ihe gene rOo! rnles and 
regulations of the Granll LoJge or Grand Chapter of Fr,e 
and Accepted MOllons 01 the State of New York, shall be 
de~irous of ho.\'ing the benefit of this aet, it shall aud may 
be lawful for such LOI\ge or Chapter, at any rcgnlar COIU

munication or Convocation thereof, held in accordal\ce 
with the Constitution and GJnt'rai Re~u)lltions of Ih't 
Grand I.odge or Chapter arOl'esaid, and in confol'mity to 
its nwn By-Laws, to elect three trusteJS £,)1' such Lodge or 
Chapt r, for the purpuse aLl'eil"id, l\ cec ti!i!ate of w •• ich 



ACTS OJ! INCOBPOBA.TION. 157 

election and purpose shall be made and snbscribed by 
the first three elective officers of such L"dge 01' Chapter, 
under their hands, and stating therein the time and place 
of such election, the regularity thereof, the names of said 
trustf'es and the terms severally for which they are allotted 
to serve, and the name of the Lodge or Chapter for which 
they are elected. The execution of such certificate Rhall 
be acknowledged or proved before some officllr authorized 
to take the acknowledgment of deeds, who shall indorse 
thereon a certificate of sl1eh acknowledgment, uuder his 
hand, and the Kame shnll then be filed in the office'of the 
Secretary of State. Such trustee!! and their successors 
shan thereupon be and b. COllle entitled tC' all the benefits, 
riguta and privileges granted by. this act, and for the use 
and behoo of said Lodge 01" Chapter, and a copy of saill 
certificate, certified by the Secretary of State, or his 
deputy, shall be evidence of the right of ~aid trustees to 
exerci~e all the rights and privileges conferred by this 
act ; and said trustees shall therellpon be authorized to 
take and h"ld and convey real and per"onal estate, lor the 
charitable purposes of Haid Lodge or Cbapter, not excetl(l
illg the clear annuul value of ten thousand dollars. 

§ 2. The persons'so first elected trustees shall be·divided 
by lot by said officers making said certifi<'ate, 80 that the 
term of one shall expire on the day of the festival of St. 
John the Evangelist next thereafter, and another in one 
yea~, an~ the third in two years thereafter. One trllstee 
shall annllally thereafter, prior to the expiration 01 the 
terms of Office of said trustees and their successors, be 
elected by said Lo.dge of Chapter by LJallot, in tha same 
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manner and at the same time as the lirat three oBicerslhere
of sev"rally are or shall be elected according to the Consti. 
tution, By-Laws, and General Regulations aforesaid, and 
a certificate of said election, lind ,r the hands of said 
officers and the seal of said Lodge or Chapter, if they have 
one, shall be ma.de and shall be evidence of II;dd election. 
and entitle said person so elected to act as trustee. Said 
Lvdge or Chllpter may, at any regular Commuuication or 
Convocation, fill any vacancy that may have accurred in 
said board of truswes, to be certified in like manner anll 
with like effect as at an annu:.U. election. The person 60 

elected shall hold his office for and dUl'ing the term 01 Lbe 
trustee whose place he was electe<l to fill. 

§ 3. If auy person 80 elected trustee shall die, resign. 
dimit, or be suspended or expelied from said Lodge or 
Chapter, remove from the State, or become insane, or 
otherwise incapacitated for performing the duties of said 
trust, his office as trustee shall therefor be deemed "acaut. 
nnd said Lodge or Chapter may thereafter, at any r.-gular 
meeting. fill such vacancy, in the manner and with tho 
effect stated in the last section. 

§ 4. The trustees of any snch Lodge or Chapter, and 
their succeSlorg, shall be and are her"by aUI~oriz.:d 10 

take, hold. anll convey. by and under the direction of SHiel 
Lodge or Chapter, and for the use and benefit Iheleof, ,,11 
the lemporalities and property belonging thereto, whrth.:r 
consisting of real or personal estate auo whether the sallb3 
shull have been given, granted, or devised directly to such 
Lodge or Chapter or to IIny pergon or persons for lheir us': 
or in trust f"r them or their benefit, and also in ilidr Ill-
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diTidual names, with the addition of their title of trusteeti 
aforesaid, to sue and be sued in all COIUts and places 
having jurisdiction, and to recover, Lo.d, and enjoy, in 
trust, and subject 118 ,lIforesaid, all the debts, demands, 
rights, aud privileges, and all Mllsonio halls, with the ap
purtenances, and all other estate and property b_lougiug 
to such Lodges and Ohapters in whatsoever manner thll 
same have been acquired, or in name soever the Bame may 
be held, 8S fully and amply as if the l"ight or title thereto 
had originally been veste.! in sa d trustees, and also to 
purchase and hold for the purposes and b ulJjeot as aforesllid 
other real and personal estate, and to dewise, lease, and 
improve the Bame; and such L')dge or Chapter "hall have 
power to make rules and regulation, not inconsistant with 
the laws of thiS State nor contl"llry to Ihe Constitution or 
General Regulations of the Grand Body to which it shall 
be ~ubordinate, for managing the temporal atl"ail"ll of such 
Lodge or Chapter, and to dispose of its property aud all 
other temporal concems and revenue there)f, and the 
Secretary and Treasurer of such Lodge or Oh,'pler, duly 
elected aud installed accordiug to the Constitution and 
Gen&ral Regulations aforasaid, shall, for the time being, be 
&I: o.fficio the S:crettU"y and Tre>lsurc, ot saill trustees. 

§ 5. Nothing in this act contained shall be oonstmed 01' 

taken to give to slloh trustees of any Lodge or Chapter, the 
power to purohase, 8e11, oonvey, ordispo.e of any property 
real or personal, of such Lodge or Chapter, nor shall they 
hilve such power except by a.nd undllr the direction of 
BUch Lodge or Chapter, duly hrid at a regular or stated 
Oommunication or Con voca.tion ther<lof, according to the 
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Con~tituti n ond General Regulatious aforesaid, and Raid 
trnstlOes _hall at all times obey and abide by the direetioDB 
ordel's and resolutions of said Lodge or Chapter, duly 
passed at allY regular or s'ated Communication or Convo. 
cation thereof according to and not contravening Ihe 
Con~titution an] Ln.,ws of this State, or'of the Grand Body 
t) which it shall be subordinate, or of the Lodge or Chap
ter aforesaid, Providtd, that in case said Lodge or Chnp· 
ter shall surrender it I warrant to the Grand Body to 
which the same shall b3 snbordinate, as aforesaid, or 
shall be expelled or lIenome extinct, according to the Con
stitution, Rnd General Regulations "foresaid, it shall be 
the duty of said trust 'es then in office, out of the prcperty 
aforesaid, to s.\tisty all just debts due fro ... said Lodge ('r 
Chapter, and the residue of said property shall be trans
ferred to the " J'rnstees of the MMonic Hall and Asylnm 
Fund." a corporation created by an oct entitled" An Act 
to incorporate the Trnstees of the Masonic Hall and Ally
lum fund," passed April 21, 1864, and unless reclaimed, 
by said Lodge or Chapter within three years after said 
transfer in a.cc~rd'lDce with the Constitution and General 
Regulations aforesaid, the same with the avails or incre.'\Be 
thereof, shall be applied by sRid trustees laat mentioned 
to the benevolent pllrposes for which slid trustees were 
created in and by said act. 

~ 6, It shall aud may be lawful for nny Lodge or Chap
ter, or the trustees or officers thereof, under the directioo 
of such Lodge or Chaptcr, heretofore incorporated by the 
hws of the State or thereby en'lbled to take aud hold real 
or personal eBtate or both, to surrender sllch act oC incor-
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porntion, cbarter or privilege, and' 0 be enabled tn take 
and hold property, with all the rights and Ilubject to all 
the provisions oC this act, on making lind filing the cer
tificate in the manner specified in the first section of this 
act. and tberein stating, i,l addition to wbat is therein re
quired, t Ie surrender of said act, charter, or privilege, 
referring to and specifying thE- same, and 0 1 buch certi
ficat", being so mllde and filed, the Lodge or Chapt~r 
mIlking and filing the SD.me shall thereupon be deemed as' 
h.wing Cully surr"noered such incnrporation, charter, or 
·right aud its pr p,erty shall be fully vested in the trustees 
specified in said certificatei, and tbeir suceessOl'S, with all 
the rights, powers, and privileges, and subject to oll the 
provishms 01 this act. 

§ 7 No board of trustees for any Lodge or Chapter, 
filing' he certificate nforeRaid, shall be deemed to be dis
solved fllr nny neglect or omission to elect B trugtee annu
ally, or fill any vncan"y or vacaucies that may occur or ex
ist lit any time in said board; but it shall and may be law
ful fo s,dd Lodge or Chapter to fill such vacnncy or va
Cflllci·,s 0: "ny regular communication thereafter to be 
hdd, "nd till a vacancy arising from the expiration of the 
term of office of a trustee is filled, as aflll'eRaid, he shall 
cl,ntinue to hold the said office and perform the duti~s 

thereoL 

~ 8. This act shall be deemed B publio act and be be
nignly constl'Ued in Illl courts Bnd pillces, to ell'ectuate the 
obj ~cts thereof. 

§ 9. This act shall take effect immediately. , 
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STATE OF NEW YORK. 
Ofliee Of tile Secretary I)f ,slate. 

I have cOlllpar:d the preoeding with the original l:\w OD 
tile in thi" oiliJ " aui d) hereby C '1' ify ttl Lt the SIUIl" iii 1\ 

correct tmn.cript therafrolu anu of the whole of said 
original law. 

FRANCIS C. BARLOW, Secrel.ury 0/ .'iluIe. 

CER'l'IPICA.'I'E OF IlITCORPOR,\''I'IO~ FOR LODGSS 
U~DE!l Acr OF 1I:11i6. 

FORM OF CERTIFICATE 

TO BE USED BV LODGES DESIRING TO INCORPORATE TIIElIl 

'l'RUSI'EES WIl'Il TilE PROVISIONS OJ/' 'rllK 

ABOVE Acr 

STATE OF NEW YORK, 
County of 

We, the undersigned, the tirst three elootive officers of 
L:>dge No of Free an.\ Aooepted llasous, 

duly chartered by and installeu aoc->l'uing to the G n~ral 
Rilles anli Regulatiolls of the Grand Ll)dge of FrIO" an,1 
Aooept~d lb.ons, of the State of N"w York, do , ... reb, 
oertify, that, at a regular oommuilication of Baid Lo~e, 

held at their LodJe.room in the , on the 
d Ly of ill tile yeu HI ,in acoordance with tile COD
stitution and Genera\ Regulations of the Grand Lod!:f 
aforesaid, and iu conformLLY t, tlleir By-Laws, the ..ai.1 
Ll)!lge bdillg desirlous of hll.villg the benelits anti prin. 
l~gll~ conferred by an aot of'the Legislature of the Slat. ,~ 
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New York, entitled, "An I\Ot to enable Lodges and Chap
ter" of Free aud Aoo~pted Mas lns, to 'ft\ke, Hold. I\nJ 
Convey Re.llllnd P"rs mal Estll.te," passed April 2, 186'>, 
dU, tllen IlUd tllere; prooee:l to eleoe three Trll~t~e" lor 
lIuch Lodge, lOr the plll'p:>;e aforesaid, and whose terms 
of office· were a1lo~ted by the uudersigned, as presoribdd 
in s<lhl aot. 

And the nndersigned do further oertify th .• t sahl elec
tion was reglliarly oondnoted, aooordillg to the Cou>ltitu
tion and Gtlneral Rules Rnd Regulatiolls of tile sil.ill Gril.uJ 
LoJge, aDd the By-Llws of the Lod.{e afore~aid; th,lt the 
names of said Trustees, aud the terms, severally, for whioh 
they were allotted to serve, are as followlf : 
whose term will expire on the day of the festival of .St. 
John the EI' .• ngelist Dext after said eleotion ; 
whose term will expire in one year therafter ; and 
whose term will expire in two years thereafter. 

In testimony whereof, the Iln,lersiglled, the first three 
elective offioers nforesl\id, RDd Master and W"rdens of said 
Lodgd. h"ve hereto set our handa, this day of 
in the year 18 

--Master. 
--Senior Warden. 
-- Junior Warden. 

STATE OF N~:w YOllX, t 
County of f 

I, the undersigned, an offioer duly authorized by 1 lW to 
take the aoknowledgement of dtleds, do hereuy oertify, 
thnt on the dlly of , in the ye.11" 
18 , in the of , in the said oounty, I>e-
fore me l'ersonally appeared , with 
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wh?m I am personally acquainted, and know to be the 
Master and Wardens, 'md first three elective officers or th: 
Lodge specified in the oregoing instrumcut. and the per
sous and ofticars described therein, and who have 6nlo

scribed th~ same. and who, each, then and there. sever· 
ally acknowledged the tlxecution by them 0/ the 10reg0iD. 
certificate. 



Gp~~ND ~ND DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS OF THE 

rRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORX 
SINCE ITS ORGAN1ZAPWN 

i85-18DO-Robert R. Livingston 
8ijl~lS05 ~lacob l,Iortl~ 

SOG-18l9-Do Witt Clinton 
SCTG 1821 llani'll D. Tmnpkin~' 

l822-J oseph Enos 
823-182i-"M. Hoffman & .J. Enos 

1825 Hlillmanij, Gtepnl'n 
IVan Rensselaer 

1821l W. lling lStep 
["~ cn linlsselln" 

l827-1829-S(syh. Van Rensselaer 
lH~l n 1843- Lewis 
1844-1845-AJex. H. Robertson 
1811'·1849 ~lohn Willll~d 

S850 Willis n H. lnllinor 

THP ~'RE8ENT TII\IE. 

185l-0scar Coles 
lil~S~Nell'l'n Rnmlall 
1853-Rcnben H. Walworth 

IBG4-1Sbb-Jonl ~h D~ Evann 
le6-l111le_Jonn L. :Lewis, 

1860-John W. Simons 
Illlll-Fininy M lliDS 
l862-John J. Crane 

1ll3_18ll1 Clillinn F ~ ~age 

ISll5-18GlJ-nol "it D. llolm"'l 
1867-Stephen H. Johnson 

l:lGB-18GS-Jalnllll Ginlllln 
1870-1871-JohnH. Anthon 
lS?2-18lll Cbdl'lOphlll G. 
blll4-181l ~E11lll:l',)(} I!.. llhor'~ 

1876-James W. Husted 
nEPUTY ':'?,.AN'n riiAST?':,,14, 

l7B5-Samuel Kerr 
17'"l~l782_11ichee,l Haellison 
17i3'l-l790 ~ Willlllm Mak"lm 
l'Ul-1794-Peter McDougall 
l'iLfC:0c1800 Jacoh Morton 
18111 1803-Edwlll'1 LilllDDston 
1804-1809 - Martin HolIman 

1820-John W Mulligan 
18'n~1822~Iohn E2ush 
1823-l824-E. W. King & J. BrUSh 
1825-l826-R. Hatfield & J. Brush 

1827~-Eichll211 Hatlll,ld 
1828 lienllll ,t. FdSllS 

1829-183i-l1ordecai Myers 
18151837 - J. Vim Beneehuten 
18'.lS184l~~Willillll WllE~, 

1843-Alex. iT. Robertson 
1844-1845-John D. Willard 

1846-1847-10'oc Phillips 
l,o+<j(--Osi'i",' CO]"R 

l:',i\l-WllllCllll flli1n, 
1850-1851-Nelsolll~andall 
iSLl2~1853 ~ Joseph D~ Evans 
Hl54-18;lCl-Jolm L. I~,'wis, 
1856-1857-ltobert Macoy 
1858-1859-John W. ~imons 

1l3(Cl)-FinlClY 1\<1 lliog 
124tr-Jolln J. CClllllO 
1862 -Clin ton F. Page 
18(l5-J. Yatl'lll;ome~lle 
12·~E-Rl',lx~lt D Tiohnel 

1865-1866-Stephen B. Johnson 
1867-1869-Jobn H. Antholl 
llrTO-181l-Chrll~toplh~~'~ G. 
1872-1873-El!wood E. Thorne 
·8'/'-lH7o-.James W. !iu8ted 

1~ 7r-Jollmb J ,,'nell 
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FORM OF PETITIO:Y FOR A NEW LODGE. 

To the M. W .........•..••••.. , Grand Master qf MaMJU 
in the State of New York: . 

The undersigned petitioners, being Free and Accepte-: 
Master Masons, having the pro~perity of the Fraternity:: 
heart, nnd willing to exert their best endeavors to promo:t 
and diffuse the genuine principles of Free Masonry, respect. 
fully represents-That they are desirous of forming a DC"-, 
Lodge in the ......... of .....•.•.• , to be named .•.•••.•. , 
Loelge. They therefore pray for letters of dispensation, to' 
empower them to assemble as a regular Lodge, to dischar;;e 
the duties of Masonry, in a regular and constitutional mann~r. 
according to the original forms of the Fraternity, and the reg
ulations of the Grand Lodge. They have nominated and.!J, 
recommend Brother A. B. to be the first Master; Brother ('. 
D. to be the first Senior Warden. and nrother E. F. to be th~ 
first Junior Warden. of said Lodge. If the prayer of this pe. 
tition shall be granted, they promise a strict conformity to the 
edicts of the Grand Master, and the Constitution, Laws and 
Regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

NAMES. LODGE. RESIDElo:CE. 



FODM'. 167 

FOR~I OP' CERTIFICATE. 

R1!COMMENDING . A DISPENSATION TO ESTABLISH A. 

NEW LODGE. 

"At a stated communication of .. : ..... Lodge, No ....... . 
held at. ..... , in ...... , on the ... day of ...... ,18 ... the fol. 
lowing resolutions were adopted: 

"Resolved. That this Lodge do recommend the petition 01 

Bros. A. B., C. D., E. F., etc., [naming all lhe petitioners]. 
praying for a dispensation to establish a new Lodge at .••••• 
by the name of. ..... Lodge, and do avouch for said peti
tioners as being Master Masons in good standing; and being 
the nearest Lodge thereto, do recommend that the prayer 01 

the peli!ion be granted • 

.. Resolved, That,' in the judgment of this Lodge, Bros. 
A. B., C. D., and E. F., named in said petition a< Master 
and Wardens of said new Lodge, are competent to confer the 
thl'ee degrees and impart the lectures, they having exhibited 
their work in said degrees before this Lodge . 

.. In witness' Whereof, we have caused our Lodge seal to he 
affixed, and our Secretary to subscribe his name 
hereto. 

[SEAL.] 
................. . &cretary." 

If the Lodge applied to he other than the" nearest Lodge," 
the certificate will embrace only the first resolution, thus 
modified: Strike out the words, "the nearest Lodge thereto," 
and insert the words, .. one of the Lodg".~ whose territorial 
jurisdiction i" affected thereby." The resolntion, thus ('ertified 
should 'go upon the record. Such Lodges may also omIt the 
voUches of the petitioners as Master Masons. 
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FORlIl OF PROXY, TO REPRESENT A. LODGE . 

.. THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that at a Stated Communicali.·l: 
of .. ..•.... .. ,Lodge. No .... . ... . ,held onlthe .. ..••••• d~y 
of. ...... .. .• A. L .• 58 . ... ,our Worshipful Hrother . .. .. .. . 
Past !lra,ter (or Master) of. .•• . ...• Lodge. No ... ... • wa; 

duly appointed proxy, to represent this L 1dge in the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New York, at the next annual com· 
munication the reof. 

Given un(le r my hand :.nd seal of the Lodge, at ...••• .• •. 

[SEAL. ] 

AUest: 

this .• • • • •. .. . day of. ........ .. .. . 18 . . •. 

•••• •• . .• •. • •• • ••• Master. 
............ .. ..... .. . Secretary." , 

FORlIlOF APPLICATIO'V FOR A ''VARRANT • 

• .. ... . ..... .. .... 18 .. .. 
To T he Gr~lld Lodge of Free and Accepted Uasons of the 

State of New York. 

The undersigned, to whom the M. W. Gr~nd :\raster was 
pleased to grant a Dispensation, to form---Lodge at--. 
having concluded their labors, fraternally present their work 
for your jnspection, and respectively ask that a \V arrant be 
granted to them. 

{ Petitioner.;. 

FORM OF RETURN OP'ELECTIO:-l. 

Be it Known, that the . .•. day of .. .• . .•. A. L . 58 . . , at:1 

Di9"""'byGoogle 
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regular meeting of ....•••...•. Lodge No .••• , held in the 
•••••• of. ..... County of ......... in the State of New York. 
our worthy Brother ••.•••..••••••. was elected Master; our 
worthy Brother ••.••••••.•••• Senior Warden; and our 
worthy Brother, ............ , Junior Warden of the said 
Lodge for the ensuing year, and that said Master and Ward
ens have been duly installed. 

In testimony whereof, we. the members of the said Lodge. 
have caused the seal thereof to be hereunto affixed, and our 
Secretary to sign the same. 

[L. s.] 
............ : ................. Secretary • 

This certificate of election must be filed with the Grand 
Secretary, before the said officers can be recognized as memo 
bers of the Grand Lodge. 

FURlIlS OF DllInT. 

II TRILUMIN'AR LoDGE, No. Soo, F. & A. M. 

To the Master. Wardens and Brethren of ...•..•. Lodge, No 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT. Brother ••••••..•.•. Ii member 
in good standing of this Lodge, having made application for 
a Dimit. and notice having been received that sa:d Brother 
has petitioned yonr Lodge for affiliation therein, a resolution 
has been adopted by this Lodge that a Dill)it shall be granted 
upon the condition that said Brother shall consummate his 
affiliation in your Lodge. Of which act of affiliation you will 
give this Lodge timely notice. And upon the event of failure 
to consummate such membership, this Certificate of Dimission 
is to be returned to this Lodge. 
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Given under my hand and the seal of tile Lodge, at .••••• 
this .•.•••.••••• day of .••••••••... A. L. 58 .••• 

[SEAL.] 

Attest: .•....••...•..••.••• Master • 
• • • Secretrry." 

CERTIFICATE OF COIlIMENDATION OF 
lIlASTER MA.SOlf. 

--Lodge No.---

To all Free and Accepted Masons, whom it may concern, 
greeting, acknowledging the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge 
of the State of New York. 

This is to certify, That Brother .••••••••••• , wh06e name 
appears in the margin of this Dimit is a Master Mason, and 
w;u; a member of this Lodge in good standing and clear of 
the books, and as such we do cordially commend him to the 
fratem:rl regard of all true Free and Accepted Masons, wher. 
ever dispersed around the Globe. 

In testimony whereof we have caused this dimit to be 
signed by the W. Master, and the seal of the Lodge to be 
attached this ................ day of ............ A. D., 
18 .... , A. L. , 58 .. .. 

•....... •..... .............. W. 1Il • 
........................... . Secretary. 

APPLIC,\TION FOR " DlllDT • 

••••.•.•.•.•. . 18 
To the Master, Wardens and Brethren of ••••••... Lodge, 

No •.••••. Free and Accepted Masons: 
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BRETHREN: Being desirous of severing my connection 
with your Lodge, and having petitioned .•...•••... '" •••.. 
Lodge No ..•••. for affi:iation, and been elected a Member 
thereof, I fraternally apply Cor a Dlmit. 

Respectfully, 

•••••• Lodge No .••• Free and Accepted Masons • 

.....•••••...... 18 
To the Master, Wardens and Brethren of .....•. Lodge, 

No ..••• 

This is to certify, that Brother .•••••.....•.... did on the 
••.•••..•. day of. ...•••• 18 ....•• , petition this Lodge for 
affiliation, and was duly elected on the .•••••.• day of .••••• 
18 .••. 

Witness my hand, and the Seal of the Lodge. 
[SEAL.] 

••••••••••••...••.•• , Master • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Secretary. 

PETITION JI'OR AFFILIATION. -

••••••..•.••.••••••• 18 

To the Master, Wardens and Brethren of .••••••• Lodge, 
No .... Free and Accepted Masons. 

BRETHREN: I fraternally apply for affiliation with your 
Lodge. I am a l\!aster Mason in good standing, and a 
Member of .••..... Lodge, No .•• .located at •••••••••• and 
not an elected officer. . 
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Age •••••• Where born .•.••. Residence ...••. Occupation 

Proposed by ....................... . 
B.cferenc:e ...................... .. 

PETITION FOR AFFILIATION • 

.................. 18 
To the Master, Wardens and Brethren of .••••••• Lodge, 

No .••• Free and Accepted Masons. 

BRETHREN: I fraternally apply for affiliation with your 
Lodge. I am a Master Mason in good standing, and late a 
Memberof ............ Lodge, No ...... located at .••.•••• 
in the .state of............ Accompanying this, please 
find my dimit. 

Age .••••• Where bom •••••• Residence .••••• Occupation 

Recommended by ........................ .. 
Reference ............................... .. 

PETITION FOR INITIATION. 

To the Master/Wardens and Brethren .....•.••••• Lodge, 
No ...... PREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS. The undersigned, 
unbiased by the improper solicitation of friends, and uninftu
enced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, prompted by 
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a favorable opinion of your ancient and honorable institution, 
and a desire for knowledge, freely and voluntarily offers him. 
self a candidate for initiation into the mysteries of Free. 
masonry, and respectful\yprays that he may be admitted and 
become a member of your Lodge, promises a cheerful con· 
formity to the ancient usages and established customs of the 
Fraternity, and upon his h(mor as a man, has made true an
swers to the following questions : 

What is your age? ••••• What is your occupation? ••••• 
Where born? ..... Where do you reside? ...•• Have you 
resided in the State of ...... the twelve months last past? ... 
Have you resided in the town, village' or city in which you 
now reside for four months last past? •.••. Have you ever 
to your knowledge or belief, presented a petition to, or 
been rejected in any Masonic Lodge? ..•.... If so, when 
and in what Lodge? .••.. Do you believe in the existance of 
one ever-living and true God ...••. Do you \(now of any 
physicial, legal, or moral reason which should prevent you 
from becoming a Freemason? . • • • • • ' 

Proposed by 
Reference .............................. .. 

•••.•••••••..•••••••••••••... 18 

II'ORIII 011' ~I.A.STER IIIt\SON CERTIFlCJ\TIIl. 

To all Free and Accepted Masons on the Face of the 
Globe, Greeting : 

We, the Master and Wardens of ...•..•• Lodge No ...• 
Free and Accepted Masons, constituted under a charter from 
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the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, Do certify that 
our worthy Brother, .•••••.••••. , has been regularly initio 
ated as an Entered Apprentice; passed to the Degree of Fel· 
low Craft and raised to the sublime Degree of Master Ma
son, and is distinguished for his zeal and fidelity to the Craft. 
We do therefore recommend that he be received and ac. 
knowledged as such by all true and accepted Freemasons 
wherever dispersed. 

In testimony whereof, we have granted him this certificate 
under our hands and the seal of the Lodge, (having first 
caused our worthy Brother to sign his name in the margin) 
this ..•. day of. •......•. A. D., 18 .. , A. L. 58 

.................. W, M. • ................. S.W • 
••.•.•...••....... Sec'y •.......•••••••.•• Y.W. 

This is certify, that ...... Lodge No .... is a legally con. 
stituted Lodge, working under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of New York . 

.................. 58 
Grand Sec'y. 

FonD C::' A. GRA.ND LODGE DIPLOMA. • 

• We, the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, 
by these presents testify and declare to all whom it lIlay 
concern, that onr Brother ..••••••..•.••.•.. , who has 
signed his name in the margin hereof, is a regular Master 
Mason of ....... Lodge No .... , as appears to us by the 
certificate of the said Lodge held under our jurisdiction in 
the ........ of ...... county of ........ State oC New Vork, 
in the United 8tates of America. 
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In testimony whereof, we have caused our seal to be 
hereunto affixed, and our Grand Secretary to' subscribe the 
same, at the City of New York, this ..•••• day of .•.....• 
A. D., 18 .. A. L., 58 

[SEAL.) •••••••••••••••••••••• Grand Secretary. 

FORM Oil CERTIFICATE FOR THE USE O)J' lIIAS. 
TER'S W.IDOW OR ORPHAN. 

DECEA!oED MASTER. MASON'S CER.TIFICATE. 

We, the Master and Wardens oc. ..... Lodge, No ....•• 
Do hereby Certify, that our late Brother ...... was, at the 
time of his decease, on the .••... day oc. .. ... A.D. 18 ... , a 
Master Mason, and a member in good standing in the afore
said Lodge, at .••••• in the State of New York. 

Given under our hands, and the seal of the said Lodge, 
the ••••• day of .••..• A.L. 58 . 

•••.••••.•••.•.. W.M •• 
• .............. S. W • 
................. J. W • 
• . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . Secretary. 

I do Certify, That the W. Brother .... is Master, Bro ...• 
Sen. Warden. and Bro .•.••. Junior Warden of .•..•. Lodge, 
No ...••• which is regulaly constituted and held under the 
jurisdiction of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons for the State of New York .••••• 

In Testimony'Vhereof, I have set my hand and caused the 
Seal of the aforesaid Grand Lodge to be hereunto affixed, 
this •.•••• day of .•..•• A. L. 58. 

Gt'and Secretary. 
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FORltI OF 811111111058 • 

••••••••• ••• LoJge, No ...... F. and A. ltl 
......................... : ... llS .... 

Brother ••••••••••••• you are hereby summoned to atteDd 
a ........ CommuDlcatlon of this Lodge, on the ••••••••.•. 
day of ............ llS •••• at •••••• o'clock ............... . 
....................... . ....................... .... .. . 

By order 01 the Master . 

•••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ~reta"1. 
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o )D'Ot. Blat. 
I>ectiOD. 8ectlon. 

Appeal from decision of Master of Lodge 
Appeals and Trials (see Trials and Appeals) 
Appointed GJ;and Officers 
Approved Minutes not to 'be change~ • 
Aprons of officers of Lodge 

B 
BaUot, adverse, cannot be reconsidered, ef. 

feet of 
Ballot for each degree a right 

penalty for disclosing • 
Balloting for Candidates at Stated Communi. 

cation only -
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Lodge 

5 

56-57 
57 

54(2) 

30 

33 
:z6 

53 

65 

S4 

5S 
5fl 
21 

57 
5' 
5S 
58 
57 
63 

59 

61,62 



OllAllD LODGB; 179 

Con'." Stat. 
llecUon. 8ectlon. 

Oandidates. 
Interval required between degrees 
Jurisdiction of Lodge over, affected by 
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Jurisdiction of Lodge over, how determined 
Liable to punishment for misrepresentation 
Must be residents of State and County 
One degree only to be conferred on, at 

Communication 
Penalty for disclosing ballot for - . 
Petition of, for initiation when referred must 
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Petition of; must b~ referred, etc 
Petition of, received at Stated Communica

tions 
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effect 
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fect 
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Con'at. StIlL 
8ectlon. 8ec&ioa 

Comml1nications of a Lodge, annnal and spe-
~ 6 

Communications of a Lodge, who may be. 
present at 14 

Constitution, amendments to, how made 62 
Constitutions, definition of. 21 
Customs, Masonic definition of • 22 

D 
Deacon, Grand, duties of 
Decisions of Trial Commissioners, (see 

Trials and Appeals) 
Dl;finition of general and special laws etc. 
Degrees, (see Candidates and Petitions) • 
Departure from Landmarks, effect of 
Deputy Grand Master, Duties and powers in 

general 
II Duty to appoint ex. 

aminers of accounts 
Deputy Grand Master, Duty to approve bond 

of Grand Treasurer 

II " 

" .. 
II I. 

t' Power to require at
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Secretary 

II Tmstee of Permanent 
Fund 

Dimission and Withdrawal, how and when 
granted and effected 

Discussion Forbidden on candidates for initio 
ation, etc 
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43 

42 
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Con'at. Stat. 
Election. Section. 

Dispensation, E1f'ect of petitioning for Lodge 
under .. .. .. 
.. 
" .. 

For new Lodge who may ask for 
Lodge under, expires May 15th 
Lodge linder, members of, at 

expiration of 
LOdge under, must pay Grand 

Lodge dues. 
Lodge under, powers and privi

leges of 
Lodge linder, warrant lor, ho,v 

obtained 
.. to elect and install officers of 

Warranted Lodge 
District Deputy Grand Master, 
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ing . .. .. Secure funds 0' dormant Lodges .. .. Visit officially every Lodge in 
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35(5) 
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35(3) 
35(5) 
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35 
40 

39 
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Con'at. Stat. 
Section. SecUOD. 

Dis'rict, Qualifications of 
Districts, Masonic, and alteration of 
Diles to Grand Lodge, (see Revenue and 

Funds.) 
Dues, penalty for non-payment of and effect 
Duties oC Grand Officers. (See Grand eha;,. 

lain, etc.) 
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DlIty, neglect or violation of, a Masonic of

fence 
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ment. 
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Electiun of Gr:llld Officers how chosen 
Election of O,heel's uf Lodge, dispensation for 
Election of Officer., of Lodge, members must 

be summoned 
Election of ()alcel'~ of Lodge, time fixed for 

34 
33 
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56 
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Election of Officers of Lodge, results to be 
sent to G. Sec'y 

Elective Officers of Grand Lodge • 
Elective Officers of Lodge 
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how advanced and affiliated 
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Executive functions of G. L., when vested in 

G. Master 
Expelled Mason, restored by Grand Lodge 
Expelled Mason, restored by Lodge 
Expenses of\'frial Commissioners 
Expirati:m of dispensation for Lodges 
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Funds and Revenues of Grand Lodge (see 

. Revenues and Funds). 
Funds of Lodge not to be distributed 

G 

Grand Chaplain duties of 
Deacons, .. 
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CoO'It. Stat 
Section. Beetloa 

Grand Master, duties and power to 
" Appoint Examiners of accounts • 
.. Appoint Foreign Representatives 
•• Appoint Grand Officers 
.. Appoint Trial Commissioners 
.. Approve Bond of Grand Treasurer 
.. Convene any Lodge, etc. 
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Con'lt. Sht. 

SeCtiOD. SeaiioD. 
Grand Master, duties and powel"S to 

" Suspend warrant of a Lodge 
.. Tl'uste,,:: of permanent fund of G.L. 
" Vacancy in office of, how filled 

Grand Officers, appointed, and when 
.. Elective 
.. Elective, how and when cho-

.. 
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Con'at. Stat. 
Section. Section. 
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Grand Treasurer, Duty to 

Cm'.t. Stat. 
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Con'st.. Stat.. 
SectiOIL Section. 
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.. 
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" .. 
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.. 
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Duties of Secretary of. (See Secretary) 
Duties of Treasurer of. (See Treasurer) 
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Acceptance and receiving 3n1 de
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sation or warrant 54( I) 

" Numb;" vot;;'; ;;ntitled in G, 

.. determined 
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Masonic Labor on Sunday prohibited 
Masonic Law and Statutes, Freemasons gov-

emn1 by 
Master Grand, duties and powers" (see Grand 

Master) 
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Con'st. Stilt. 
EiLction. 2S'frction. 

31 

30 
12 

8 
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Con'.t. Stat. 
Section, Section 

Mem ,crsllip Being named one of grantces 
of disDensati in or W,UTa,,' 
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E ",reel ,"'ppre "ice 
extinct lodge how 
,,,,d ,Jllliat"d 

F. '. of 
adv~ucrd 
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In Duly one ledge permitted 
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installed 
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when 
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-, 

" 

f .. 1r Advane>1>"'" 
Affii:ation 

.. 

" 

" 

" 

" 

trustees 
£iect of rej;1i'" 

on ball t 

at State C,.m. 
lnllllication 

discussion of 
nlerit:'i 
bi,Lip,' 

Every 
present to 
vote on 

Must be ,efer. 
red 

Penalty 
di~clo .m;..; 
lot. 

42 
42 
57 

Coogle 

59 

7 

54 

S5 
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('on'st. stat. 
Section. Section. 

Petitiou for affiliation or initiation rece:v do ,Iy 
at Stated 
Commun.c.l
Ii IlS 

• 1\ ti'ion for Dispensation t form ne" Lodge 
'I (see dispensaLOl;) 
, ['et: tion for initiation, eff"ct of rejection of • 

" .. Misrepresentation in an 
offence 

" "Must he in wr;ting 
" .. 0 .. advancement, bal-

100ing not to be 
po,tponed 

" .. QU~9lions to be an-

" .. 
.. .. 

swered n 
When receIved cannot 

be withdra,l'n 
Whe wrongiul.Iy pre

sented to be reo 
t,rned 

Power of Lodge to make By-La\\ s 
Power of Lodge to asse's Members 
Prec, dence of Lodge; how ascerta ned 
Proxy of Lodge to Grand Lodg' how and 

when chosen 
Pur.uivant, Grand, duties and sal:l.ry of 

Q 
QU'llifications of Grand Lecturer 
Qual.fica ions of Master of Lodge 

55 

53 

58 

49 

53 

53 
16 
17 
19 

10 
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Con'st. Stnt. 
Section. Section. 

Questions to be answered by petitioner for in-
itiation 49 

B 
Removal of· place of Lodge meeting 
Resolntions, de finition of 
R ,storation of expelled mason by Grand Lodge 

cc.. Lodge 
Revennes and Funds of Grand Lodge how 

derived .. .. From Adjoining fee of 
Master Mason .. .. cc Diploma Grand Lodge, 
fee .. ., " Dispensation for new 
Lod ge, fee for 

" " " Dues to Grand 
Lodge 

" cc .C Dues to Grand Lodge 
how determined 

" " " . Dues to Hall and 
Asylum Fund 

amount of 

" " " Initiation fees to G. 
L. and to H. and 
A. Fund , 

" cc .. Reghtry fee 

" .. .. Trav.11ing certifi· 
cates 

" II cc W.lrr nt fee of 
Lod~t! 

22 

40(6) 

40<3> 

40(1) 

40(8) 

41 

40(9) 

40(5) 
40(7) 

40(4) 

40(2) 

DiQi">edbyGOOgle 

2C 

77 
7'; 



198 INDE!, TO (JONSTlTUTI N AND STATUTES. 

Rule Masonic d finition of 

Salar"es-of Gr nd Lecturer 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 

Pur,uivant 
Secret:uy 
Tiler 

II "Tre,lf-Urer 

s 

.. "\Vhen and coml iltil:U 
:>eal, \Varran eu L"dge must have a . 
:"ecretary Grand, and duties powers and sal-

at] nf. Gnu :1 e,,"creltl:tl]) 
5ecretary of Louge, duties of 

To affix seal to returns • 
Atlt tlt MastiC :tsignatutltl 
CiT.:fy e1etltti. ttS to G. 

Secretary 

:md 

Kettp regitt,"," of me ebt'rs and work 

Make: nnnal return of initiates. &c. to 
Secrettl:rp 

G. Secretary 
Mrki~ J etur:: rtf conditio t of lodt r to D. 

G. !II 
Receive moneys, &c. 
Record proceedings 01 kdge 
R:'l:'tlter anV report ti·:pulsiointl . ilmpeo. 

sion~, &c. 
Report rejected candidates 

gitized b 

Con'at. Stat. 
Section. SectiolL 

22 

44 

44 
44 

4 
21 

32CI I) 

:12 (12) 

32 (8) 

:;2(9) 
32 (2) 

32(1) 
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Con'&t. Stat. 
Section. Section. 

Standard Bearer, Grand, duties of 
Standard Work, Lodges to adopt and practice 

Penalty for failure to adopt 
Pena}ty for unauthorized imparting 

Statutes, Amendments to, how made • 
Stewards Grand, duties of 
Surrender of warrant of Lodge conclusive on 

members 
Surrender of warrant of Lodge, howaccomp

lished • 
Suspension after trial not to effect dues 
Suspension of warrant of Lodge in certain 

cases 
Sword Bearer Grand, duties of 

T 

Tiler, Grand, duties and salary of 
Tiler need not be member of the Lodge 
Treasurel', Grand. duties and salary of 
Treru.urel', of a Lodge duties of 

To keep jllst accounts 
To pay Ollt moneys by order 
To Receive moneys from Secretary 

Trials and Appeals-Appeals toG. L. heard 

" 

.. 
" 

" 

during session 
Appeals to G. L. Trans

mission of papers • 
Charges against Mas er 

()f a lodge 

51 

52 
31 

31,44 

28,44 
11 

31(2) 
3 i (3) 
31(1) 

70 

6g 

73 
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Con'at. Stat. 
8ectiOIl. Section. 

Trials and Appeals-Charges in a lodge how 
conducted 71 

" 
,,- Charges not constitu' jng 

offcJ:ce to be dis-
missed 74 

" " Chief Commissioner of 
Appeals, appoint-

60 ment of 

" " Commission of Appeals, 
appointment of, etc. S9 

" " C- mmission of Appeals. 
"uties and power, of 61 

" " Commissioners for Trials 
majority of must 
concur 67 

" " Commissioners for Trials 
to give notice of re-
port 67 

" " Commissioners fur trials 
to rep::Jrt forthwith. 67 

" .. Conducted according to 
Code of Pr ,cedur! 7S 

u. .. C 'py orc )mmi~sion~rs r~-
por. filed with Grand 
Secretary 67 

" " Decision of Commissioners 
final unless appealed 
from 68 

• ., Expenses of C.mmis-
sioners for trials 72 
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Cen'ct. Stilt. 
:"Zeo.:!;i(fn. Sz~ot~or,!. 

Trhls and Appeals-Jurisdiction of Grand. 
Lodge, when original 

" "P,'n,Jtis:s to be inflicted 

" 
.. " 

Sifter eoevidinn 
Pt:occt:ding" "n ,!.ppcal 

to G. I,f. oX' G. L. 
Time and place for trial 

of charges how ap_ 
pointed 

Witne,ct:,ec may be cum~ 
memed by Cornmig., 
sioner or Mr,skr • 

UndEliation, a-penalty for non-payment of 
duer 

UeleffiIial ion felr nnn~pryment of dues, effect I 

Oil G. L, dues 
Unaffiliation, penalties fot: rem ,i 'ing h 
Usages, Masonic definition of 

Vacnnny in lodge off, e and how filled 
Vacancy in lodge office how occa:;ionled 
Vac,l;cy ill office pf master 
Visitation, right of regulated 
Vo:,c, who is z,ntitll'd to in a 1 dge 
VOtES of Os lodgs: in Crand I,odg" 

W 

Warden«, Gmnd, eluties d 
Wardens of lodge eannet l esign 

58 

:&2 

12 

28, 42 

--. )( (J ? 

76 

63 

66 

65 

46 

47 
42 

74 
7.3 
29 
IS 
9 

1!1 
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Con'lIt. Stat. 
Section. Section. 

Warrant .oflodge how forfeited 
Warrant oflodge how surrendered 
Warrant oflodge may be suspended 
Warranted lodge, powers, duties and privi-

leges of 
Warranted lodge, who compose a 

22 



INDEX 

(ODE OF IROCEDURE . 
.. 

ACClused, consent of, necesBlIl'Y to issue of CommiFl~ion 41 
.. failing to appear, testimony mar be taken 65 
" or his counsel to be present dunng tlial. '49 

AdmiBBion of charges sufficient for report 67 
Adoption of resolutions of Commissio~ • • 55 
Adol?tion Gf resolption of Commission judgment' 

1Il case • • . '. 56 
Agreement to issue Commi~sion, form of 40 
Auswer to Complaint, Tarieties of form. • • 22 

.. ~pecial, form of • • • • • • 23 

.. to interroglltories, etc., certificate of examiner 39 
Appeal, an<wer to, form t)f • • •• 77 

.. copies of, to be served. • •• 75 
" d<!cision on. filed with Grand Secrehry 82 
.. decision on, forlll of 83 
.. form of. • • • • •• 74 
.. from decision of Grand Master, answer to, 

, not reqnired . • • 88 
" from decision of Grand Master, fllrm of • 85, 87 
.. from decision of Grand MIlRter. sel'vice ' 

on respondent. 86 
.. in Corm, cr notice of, with form of notice 'i1 
" MaRonic, defined. • • 69 
.. order for papers OD, with form • 81 



INDEX TO OODE 0:1' PBOOEDtrmL 

Appeal order for production of papers, form of • 
" reversal ot" judgment on. furm oC • 
co time for bringing, under COlI.stitu ion, • 
•• time for. commen'les from notioe of jlldgment 
" time for notice of • • • • • 

&eo. 

89,90 
84 
70 
6! 
91 

" what to contain. •••• 73 
" . when to be rpgnrded ns ndmitted • • 76 

Applic:liion for restorution to Grand Lodge after appeal 105 
•• " "" form of. 10:a 
.. " "" granttd by 

ml\jority vote . • 104 
Application for restoration to Urand Lodge, bearing on 103 

.. " Lodge, form of • 106 
" " .. form and ef-

fect of resolution grant;.. 
ing • • • 108, 109 

Applicntionfor restortion to Lodge, minutes concerning 111 
.. " "rrference of. 110 
•• " "to lie over 107 

App:intment of Trial Commissions by Lodge l:a 
Attendance of witneBBes, form of summons 26 

o 
Charges, admission of, effect of • • • 

" against Lodge or individual in writing 
Commission to take testimony 
Commissioner, disqualification of • • • 

.. dissenting from report. with form 
Commissioners, challenge to, proceedings on • 

" consultation of, after trial • 
" may issue a commission, form of 
.. meeting of, for trial 
" organization of • • • 

67 
5 

30-42 
12,68 

54 
19,20 

41* 
82 
16 D." 
61 • • report of, to Lodge • • 

." under Sec. 60, prescribe penalty,. 
Complaint against Lodge, Master. &c. 

61 
60 

" answer to IU 
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Sec. 
Complaint any Ml1.8on in go d standing may preFer 6 

•• oopy of, to be served n accused. . 14 
.. for diMobeying summolls, form of 29 
" forms of ••• 8 
.. in Lodge, proceedings on 9-20 
.. in Lodge when to be presented. 10 
.. minutes should con tam n ture of • 11 
II nottce annexed to, form of.. 15 
.. not personnlly sprved, notice by mail 17 

reception and reference of •• 11 
Connsel must be a Masoll 49 
CroSB-interrogatories, form of 36 

D 

Decision, form of, notice of • • • • 50 
.. of COp1missioners adopted or rejected by 

58 .. .. .. 
" .. .. 

.. majority vote 
may be reversed or 

modified by Lodge 57 
.. notice to aconsed, copy of 59 
.. nnder Sec. 60, a decree 61 

of Grand sMaster appeal from, answer 
• not required . 88 

.. appeal from, form of 85, 87 

.. appeal from, service 
.. .. 

on lespondent 86 
.. on appeal, filed with Grand Secretary 82 
Ie U formoC. .• 83 
.. .. rever . .;ing ju'lgment 84 

Defendant, absent, form of Ilotlce to . . , 18 
Denial, specific, of grounds of appeal, form of • 78 
Disobeyillgsummons subjtcte witness to punishment 28 
Disqnalification of Commissioner. 12, 68 
Dissent of Commiss:oner, how expressed 54 

E 
Evidence defined • • ~ : • 

.. principles of, in Masonic trials 

.~ 
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Exatniner to take testimony, deposition o'witness 
*Expuhion defined 

Bee. 

38 
96, 97 

F 
Forms of answers, appeals, complaints, notices, &c., see 

appropriate hoods. 

G-
Grand Lodge or officer ma.y consider appeals on 

oral or written I1rgument 79 
II restoration by • • • 102-105 

Gralld Master, IIppelll from • . • • 85-88 
Grand Secretary, decitled appeals to be filed with 82 

II .. to notify Lodge or complaillllnt of 
appeal taken 75 

I 

Irdividual offences classified and defined 2 
Interrogatories, form· f. • 34 

• • settlement of • • . • 33 
Interrogatory, "lastly," must be inserted ond answered 35 

J 
Junior Warden should prefer complaint • 

.. .. the proper prosecutor 
L 

.. Lastly" in interrogatories and cross.interrogatories 35 
Lodge, appeal from decision of (Bee Appeal & Decision) 

II appointment of l"ommi!!~ioners by 12 
cbarges against, in writing . • ; 5 

.. charges against Master 01 • • • 60 
.• may reverse or modify decision of Commissioners 3~ 
" roinutt's of, re~ating to complaint 11 
.. offences by, clns8ified nnd defined 4 
II report of Commissioners to • 51 

restoration by • • 106-111 

• Declared void. Bee Decillion 32, 1875, p. 110. 
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Sec. 
M 

Masonic trial to be conducted like criminal action 
m Court of Record 49 

" defined 1 
Master, compt..int agaimt • • 60 

, • tries challenge to commission.. 20 
Member of anothEll' Lodg!', complaint again~t 60 
Meeting of CommIssioners for Irial, notice of 16 
Minutes of Lodge to contain nature of complaint 11 

, , proctledings of Commission, form of 48 

N 

Notice annexed to complaint, form of 15 
.. of appeal, form of - - 71 
.. ' COlllpbint by mail, complaint not 

per, onally served 17 
.. decision, form of 50 
.. intention to apply for commission, form of 31 
, • judgment, accused absenl from Lodge 64 
" .. of Commis~i, ners in ec. 60 ('ases 63 
., time and plac' of he •. rilJg nppeals, form of 80 
" to absent defendant, form of - - 18 

o 
Objection~;'I'I'hen to be taken - - -
Offences committed by an individual, classified 

and defined 
" ,. a Lodge, classified Bud defined 

Order for papers to perfect appeal, form of 
.' production of papers on appeal 

Or anization of trial commlssion 

p 

Penalties inflicted on individual Masons 
" by commission, when 

Pi'esen!ation of complaint, time and place of 

49 

2 
4 

81 
89, 90 
43,44 

3 
61 
10 
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" 
" 

INDEX TO CODE OF PROCEDURE. 

of c(jl~"mi.sici1:l:l£c:l, fo~ of miT l??es 
on complaint 
sent to Examiner to take testimony 
MasuHiu trial:l, £clles of 

Q 

Seo. 
48 

9,20 
32,37 

49 

Qualifications of commissioners 12 
32 " EI??T"niner 

Reading proceedings of trial before Lodge 52 

~?H?~~~~i~t ?;:~;{~iT"nmc:o~:,;;;~:~I:~?"'::lnce !~ 
Report of commission, accused failing to appear, form of 66 

.. "charges admitted - 67 
" "in S~,fl~ GO, to wli?lm m?l",??, form 62 

to Lodge, ffi f if' of 53 .. " to Lodge, what to contain 51 
Resolutions of commission, adoption of 55 ., " "jullgnowt in fO","T"l 56 
I? i5storlltif il applifi? expn IRIon 95 .. .. .. .. .. 

by lirand LOdge, after a,Ppeal 10'> 
•• .. by mnJority vote 104 

.. l'flrm 1ililpplicaij,~?.<.< for 102 
" 1 earino un apDlie'<ltion 103 
.. When ~legal, 'and its .. 

effect 99, 101 
.T[~c.<ioratio" by Lodge, Appli?iotion lie OVoe 107 

" ,+ AppLcllr.iull berDferreii 10 
.. .. Form of 106 
" •• How granted, form of 108, 109 
" 'In Wil?lt CIlY;'~'i" and of 100 
" SeCr?,II,ry'6 wirJ"t~s cw,eernin;lf 11 

Restoration explained and discussed 92-94 
!te!el'sal,of Judgment on appeal, effect of 98 
,~, mes O! ?,,,Hienee 46 

of pwcedllm of lIY??i:l 'nic trbile ': 49 

-See decision 32, 1875, p. 110. 

gi\ized b iOg Ii 
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Secretary of Lodge to sfrve copy of complaint 
" .. transmit papers on appeal 

Settlement of interrogatories, etc. 

14 
72 
~ 

SI)ecial answer, form of - - -
.. .. overrnled, general answer may go in 

23 
25 
78 Specific deni.l of grounds of appeal, form of 

Specifications. severally admitted or denied 
~t"tement and decision of objections 
Summons, effect of disobedience of 

.. to witnesses 

T 

22 
49 
28 

26,27 

Te,timony by oommission, how taken. - 30 
" .. on behalf of complainnnt 42 
" must be read if ordered by Lodgtl 52 
" when accused fails to answer - 65 

Time allowed in trials and appeals for answers 
notices, etc. 91 

Time for appeal runs from notice of judgment 64 
Transmission of papers, appeal being taken 72 
Tl'ial defined 1 

.. proceedings of, to be recorded _ - 49 
" to be conducted like criminal action at Inw 49 

U 

Unn:ffiliat(d Mason, complaint against 

"W 

60 

Witness disqualified for Commissioner 68 
not a Mason, present only while testifying 49 

.. not a MIlSon, teot of credibility of - 49 



INDEX 
TO 

! ECISONS, iESOLUTIONS, ETC. 
A 

Advancement, clear ballot necessary to • • 
Advancement of candidates at request of another 

~, 

96 

lodge. effect of . • . • • 96 
Advancement, stayed by ballot, effect on fee 118 
Affiliation, application for may be withdrawn 

after I'eference . ',.. 98 

" •• 
I' 

" ,I 

" 
" 

bruther dimitted before 18'73 may 
apply for.. 98 

oitizenship not necessary to • 9'j 
effect of applicants rejection for • 9'7. 98 
loss of dimit does not affect right of 98 
non-residence does not prevent 97 
not limited by time or locality •• 97 
question in section 49 (Statutes) not 

necessnry • • , . • 
right of those (volulJtnrily) dropped 

from rolls. •• .• 

97 

" Section 45 (Statutt's) does not prevent 
Amendments to By Laws of lodge • . • 
Assessment, failure to pay punisiJ8ble as an offense 

98 
lI7 

105 
101 

n 
Ballot ad verse effect of an.ad v8ncement. • 96 

" adverse, announcement of to candidate 101 



INDEX TO DECISIONS, BEBOLUTlONS, Ere, 

Ballot after rejection of petition illegal. • 
cll>ar, necessary belera advancement 

" 
" 
" •• 

" 
" 
" 
" 

declaration of regulated. • 
demund for, duty in certain cases • 
demand for, when to be entertained 
disclosnre of, effect 10-76 • 
for initiation lOay be demanded, effect 

if adverse • • • • 
illegal, eli'ect of in certain cases. . • 
name of one demanding, not to be re-

corded •••• 
on petition, must not be questioned 
on petition, not allowed by proxy . 
on petition, when cocmenced mUAt be 

declared . • •• • 
" opportunity to demand must be afforded 

Bonds of Lodge Officers • • • • 
Burial Masonic defined • • 
By-Law of Lodge, amendment to . 

., of Lodge necessary to unaffiliate for 

.. non-payment of dues. • 
relative to privileged mem
bership • 

c 
Candidates (Bee advancement affiliation, ballot, 

initiation). • • • • . • 
Charges against majority of Lodge by a member 

., against officer of Lodge, do not sus-
pend .' • • • • • 

" .dismi>!scd in Lodge not to be renewed 
belere D.D.G.M. • . • 

•• effect of refusal of Lodge to receive 

211 

Page. 

102 
96 

102 
102 
102 
103 

lOS 
lOS 

lOS 
104 
104 

104 
104 
105 
'123 
105 

105 

106 

106 

107 

107 
108 
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Page. 

Oharges, nnsffilinte liable to. • • • 108 
Uitiztlnship Dut neccesary to affiliation (see affil-

iation) . . . . • 
Codt! of Procednre, -certain provisions void 110 

" .. to he printed with con-
• stitution 110 

Oommission of Appenl~, meetings of • • 108 
Uomlllissioners at Masonic Trials, challenge ot" 108 
Uumlllittees ·of Inve:;tigation, duties of. • 110 

.. " .. repurts of, what to 
contain • • 111 

Conferring degrees, con~titutional interval not to 
be distUl'h~d hy dispensation • • 11 1 

Confession or ndmission of offence effect of how 
determined. • • • . 109 

Convt:ntions of Masters should receive consent 
of Gr:md Master. • • . 112 

Counsel, confid.nr.ial privileges of, defiued. Offi- 112 
,. 0"1'S of Gmnd Lodge not to act as 112 

D 

Debt, or civil rights, aetion for not triable • 110 
Decision and Suntlluee of Lodge. effect ()frever-

snl • . • • . • • 110 
Degree, di~pensation to confer, will not be gmnted 111 

" Muster may refuse to confer 12-1 
Dimit, duplicattA

, when to he issued • 113 
., Issued under former constiution, effect of 98 

Distl"its, Masonic organization and re-organiza. 
tion of • • • •• 113 

Donution of.dues not to be reconsidered • 11::! 
Dropped from roll at his own request, nature of 

certifioute 99 
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E Pace, 
Election of officers of Lodges, irregu!arity, how 

cured • , , , , , • 115 
Election of officers of Lodges, summons neces-

Imry fOl' , " " IllS 
Ex;,olusion fl'om Lodge in power of master 124 
Expulsion defined 116 

., Effect of 116 
F 

Fee for advancement in Lodge 119 
" for initiation, and when dne •• 118 
" when advancement is stayed by ballot • 118 

Flag to be displayed at communicatiolls of Grand 
Lodge (R) 119 

G 

Grand Loelge dues, effect of overpaying 118 
':II 

Hall and Asylum Fund, act of Incorporation of 
with amendments thereto . 148 

Honorary Member, right to visit stopped by 
ot~ection ." 120 

Honorary Membership incidents of 119 
I 

Illegal hallot in regular lodge, effect on initiate 103 
Ulegul opening of lodge nullifie. proceedings 111 
Incorporation of Hull and Asylum Fund 148 

" "Lodges, certificllte of 162 
" "". Law enabling • 156 

Indefinite Suspension, effect of penalty inflicted 
before , 117 

Initiation (see Ballot) 
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Installation of Master • • • 
" " secrets of chair .. Officers by Ill"oxy • 

" " who lUay perform cere-
monyof • . 

Investigation, report of Committee of,how made 

J 

Jurisdiction of lodge over candidates, changed by 
removal • ., ., " " how released 

II .1 II obtained by 
con~ent . 

Jurisdiotion of Lodge over candi41ltes obtained 
by rejectiou. •• • • 

Jurisdiction of Lodge over candidates subject 
generally revit!wed. . " • 

Jurisdictivn of Lodge over candidates, territorial 
extent of. 

L 

Lodge jurisdiction, (see jurisdi('tion.) 

Page. 

115 
115 
115 

115 
III 

121 
120 

120 

120 

121 

120 

" May not judicially revielv its own act lOS 

1\.1: 
Masonio burial defined. • • • 123 

.. Districts, organization and re-organiza-
tion ot: •. . 113 
Lodge rooll,l, use of by other societies l~f; 

" Offences ut!tiued.. 109 
Master of Lodge may be a non· resident. • 124 

.. I, May be tried for embezzlement, 
on discovery. 109 
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Pai!e. 
},!t1ster's nction can be questionecl only by appeal. 125 
Minutes of a Lodge, efiilct of appl'uvul of . 123 

,. .. time fixed fOI' approval. 123 

N 

New trial of issues once determined not legal 109 
o 

Offieel's of Lodge, election of. (~ee election) 
,. ., Installution of, (see installation) 
., .. Suspension ot~ (see suspension) 

p 

Penalty, vote on greater proposed to be taken 
first, 

Petition, 

.. 
POBtpo~ement • of ballot on, fo;uidde~ 

when commenced. . • 
(See alse Advancemeut. Affiliation and 

Billiot) 
Physicnl Qualifications of candidate, how deter· 

mined. • . . .• 
Privileged Membership, By-Laws of Lodge rela-

tive to. •• • . . 
Proxy of Lodge in Grand Lodge by l,resence of 

Master, etc. • " • 
Proxy voting on petition, not allowetl. • 
Punishment, effect on rights and obligations 

Q 
Qualifications, physiMI, (see physical qualifica

tions 
.1 Religious, (see religions views) 

Questioning the action of Master, except by ap
peal, improper. 

Di9'''>edbyGOOgle 

117 

104 

123 

106 

124-
106 
104 

125 
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n. 
Reconsideration, voto of, in I.odge. • 
Refusal of Lodge to rec(livo charges, eft'ect of 
Religious views of candidlLtes not subJect to in· 

quiry. • • , • • 
Reprimand, date for execution of sentence regu-

lated, • • • • • • • 
Resolutions donating duos not to be reconsidered 
Restoration by Grllnd Lodge or Lodge. etIect of 

,I " •• ,I conclusive, 
.. " Lodge, void provilions of Code. 

" 
llonlJcrning.. . 

Tho Ret of Graud Louge or Lodge 
where expnlsion occu~red. 

S 
Sentcnro of reprimand should postpone execution 
Sentences pronounced by lodge may not be 

challgcd .,... 
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