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CIRC'1.EV1LLE, March 12th, 1846, 

Having examined the mlUluscript pages of a work 
prepared by Bro, CoRNEUUS MOORE, entitled, .. Tim 
CRAFTSHAN. AND FR.&ElolASON'S GUIDE," I have no 
hesitation in commending it to the fal'orabl e considera, 
tion of the fraternity in Ohio. and elsewhere. as a 
usefu1, convenient, and compendious Text..Book, for the 
use of Lodges and priVAte brethren. It is a judicious 
compilation from standard masonic authors; and in point 
of the arrangement of its matter, is preferable in my 
estimation, to any work of the kind which has fallen 
under my ob~enution . Especially in the hunds of those 
upon whom devolve the acti,'c duties of the Lodge and 
Chapter, it will be found a ready and acceptable Manual 
of masonry, By the exclusion from its pages of much 
that is interesting chiefly to those of far-reaching curi
osity-while all is retained that is necessary for the 
exemplification of our principles, or to aid in the practice 
of our rites-the work is brought within a convenient 
compass, and is afforded at so Iowa price as to place 
it within the reach of every brother. 

W. B. THRALL, 
Grand Maste;r q( the Grand .Lodg6 of Ohio. 

We entirely concur in the nbove, 
SAMUEL REED, 

Grand Lecturer. 
ROBERT PUNSHON. 

G. Ohaplain of 1M G. G. R. A, Olwpler of 1M U. S, 



To tM Officcn and Mtmhm of thl Grand .Lod!ll olIM 

Ma.t A ncient and HonoraUe Fratunity of Fru and 

Acctpied Malor'l' oj 1M StaU of Ohw: 

BftETHflgN-The high regard I entertain for you, 
individually and collectively, as Men and as Masollll. 

and the valuable assisttlnce rendered me in the pre

paration of the following Work by the M, W, Grand 

Master. and Grllnd Lecturer, ha,'c induced me, as a. 

testimonial of my respect and gratitude. to dedicate to 

you this ,'olume, H oping that it may be found wortby 

of your approbation. and pro\'e a benefit to our Ancient 

Fraternity e,·cry where, 

I aro, respectfully, 
And Fraternally, 

Yours, 

C. MOORE. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

WIC ha,·e no apology to make in presenting the 
(ollowing eompilation to t·he Masonic Fraternity. All 
agrec that somc work of tho kind is needed at the 

present time. 'I'he great and constantly increasing 
accessions to our Order in the Weot, and the renewed 
aUentions to our peculiar r ites nnd ceremonies, have 
created n demand for n procliml book. Webb's 
Monitor, which by mally was considered the best of ilB 
kind, has long been out of print., and its Inl ly excellent 

author sleeps in pence "ilh Ilis Faiherl'(. 
One thing to be esp<,cially guarded against fit the 

pre!Cnt time, is !\ V(l rillna in the practice of our rites, 
and the work of our Lodb~ nnd Chnpters. Next 10 

guaxding tJlO prineipk~ wlliell impllrt ,·itali ty to ollr 
institution, and prcS(' rving' unchan1:,cod 11111 ancient land
marks of our Order. it· if; important to nttain and pre

serw fmij{)rmihJ in the mode of discharging the dutie~ 
of the Lodge.room. It was deemed by many that II. 

book in which OUI' enlblcm., should be placed in juxta
position with their explanations, and so all'aoged in tbe 
work itself ns to ~erve IlS a guide to the memory, would 
aid in obtaining lind perpetuating those desirable results. 
Still nQ one appeared to undertake tile task; and the 
Compiler of tb is book, distrusting his own qualifications. 
would have long hcsitated, hRd not un esteemed friend, 
Brother SAllUEL R~r.D, the e:re<'llcnt and indefatigable 
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Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter 
of Ohio, uprellSed his willingness to aid in the under
taking. With this encouragement the Compiler com
menced his labor, and devoted several months of close 
application to it, resorting for Iud to the work of every 
approved masonic author, from Preston down. to which 
he could gain access. 

After going through and arranging the whole to the 
close of the Royal Arch degree, he submitted the result 
of his labors to t.he examination of Bro. REED, who 
made such alterations and corrections, as he deemed 
proper, in order t.hat it might conform strictly to the 
mode of work in the several deglet8 as taught by him, 
and approved by tIle Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, 
and Grand Council of Ohio. 

The manusCl'ipt was subsequently placed in the hands 
of WlLUA.K B. TtiJl..-\LL, Esq., the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Ohio -<'a workman that neecleth not 
to be ashamed, "-and also submitted to our venerable 
Companion, Rev. RoBERT P UNSHOI'f, of this city. both 
of whom wete pleased to gi\'c it the sanction of their 
approbation. I t is proper here to say, that the part 
wbich treaLs of tile Order of Priesthood, was arranged 
udtuivtly by Brother REED, as tho Compiler has not 
had the honor of that Order. 
, The Compiler does not suppose that tho work is 
perfect.; but he believes it will render efficient aid in 
acquiring a correct 'knowledge uf our rites, and in dis
charging the duties of our Lodge and Chapter rooms. 
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He knows that it is an easy matter for the critical and 
conceited to find fault-far easier than t{l produce a 
work of this kind wit/wut jaulJlJ. Such as it is, however, 
be submits to his Masonic Brethren. COYPILER • 

........ - .. 

NOTE TO THE STEREOTYPE EDITION. 

THE demand for this work baving been such as to 
require several large editions in a few years, the pub
lisher has been induced to stereotype it; and. in order 
that it may be as perf~t as possible, the undersigned 
has called to his aid BroUler SAMUEL REED, Past Grand 
Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, at whose instance 
some useful improl'ements have been made. The whole 
work has been re-examined, and a few errors that have 
heretofore escaped the Compiler's notice, have been 
corrected_ The arrangement rcmains precisely the same 
as in former editions. Some additional illustrations 
havc becn added, and others have -been re-engrRved 
and much improved. It is hoped tllat in its present 
matured condition it will fully med t.he wants of those 
for whom it was originally compiled and arranged. 

AJ!, it has already recei\-ed the approval of several 
Grand Lodges, and many distinguished Masons in 
different States, the u.ndersigned trusts it may continue 
to deserve the plltronage of the workmen in every 
apartment of our mystic building. 

C. MOORE. 
CINCINNATI,OUIO, Oaoher, IBOO. 
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18 PRELIMIN ARII::,s. 

To qUJ\lify an individual to enjoy the benefit of l.he 
society at large. OJ' to parinke of its privileges, it is not 
absolutely necessary t1m~ he should be acquainted l\ith 
nIl the intricate p:1.rts of the science. These are only 
intended for the diligent (lnd assiduous Mason, who 
may ha\'c leisure lind opportunity to indulgP. in such 
pursuits. 

Though some nrc more able than othen, some more 
eminent, IIOme more useful, yet all, in their different 
spheres, mny provo Bdl'antagcous to the community. 
As the nature of crory man's profession will not admit 
of that leisure Wllich is necessary to qualify bim to 
become au exper t Mason, it is highly proper that tho 
official dulies of a Lodbte should be executed by per
sou whose education and sitllation in life enable them 
to become lulcPtsi as it mLtst be allowed that ull who 
ooeep' offices and exercise allt.hority shouJd be properly 
qualified to discharge tile task assigned them, with 
honor to themseh"es and credit to their respect.ive 
stations. 

. ....... ......... _. _ ..•. , .. " .. ------. ...... _ .... --. 

CHAPTER II. 

Til E CXRli:1oI 0SY or OPli:i)il NO AND CLOSING THE 1.ODOI: , 

IN all regular assemblies of men who are convened 
for wise and useful pu~, the commencement and 
conclusion of business lire accompAnied wiLli some 
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form. In every couDtry the practice prevail&', and is 
deemed essential. F rom the most remote periods of 
antiquity it may be traced, and the refined improve
ments of modern times hal'e not totally abolished it. 

Ceremonies, when simply considered, it is true, arc 
of hut little , 'alue; hut thei r effeets are sometimes 
important. W hen they impress nu-e a nd reverence on 
the mind, and cnf.'lI~ the attent ion to solemn ri tes by 
external attraction, they are i nk're~ting objects. These 
purposes a re effected by judicious ceremonies, when 
regularly conducted and properly arranged. On this 
ground they have reeeh'ed tlle I<3netion of the wisest 
men in allllge~, and consequently could not escape the 
notice of Masons. To begin wt'll, is the m06t likely 
means to end well: and it is judiciously remarked, that 
when order and method are neglected at the beginning, 
they will be seldom found to take place at the end. 

The importance of performing the ceremony of open
ing And closing a Lodge with solemnity and decorum, 
is therefore unirel'l!Rllyadmitted among Masons; and 
though the mode in some Lodges may vary. and in 
every degru must "Rry, sti ll an uniformity in the gen
eral practice prevails in every Lodge; and tbe variation 
(if any) is solely occasioned by 1\ want of method, 
which a little application migh t easily remove. 

To conduct this ceremony with propriety, ought to 
be the particular study of e,'ery Mason; especially of 
those who have the boner to rule in our assemblies. 
'To pE'l'6Ons who are thus dignified, e"ery ere is natu-
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