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% )\ HE following work has been written to supply a want
~#{ long felt by members of the Masonic fraternity, and
also, it is believed, by uninitiates. Innumerable
books have appeared from time to time, professedly
histories of the Craft, which, on examination, prove to be a mere
repetition of unreliable legends, whose only claim to attention is
undoubted age. During the past century, an unfortunate spirit
manifested itself among writers on the subject of Freemasonry, —
without critical examination of authorities considered reliable, the
sole purpose seems to have been to produce before the initiate and
profane, propositions of an antiquity whose proofs were essentially
silly and absurd. While Masonic authors have, in many instances,
carefully collected material which added to a fairer and more cor-
rect appreciation of Lodge ritualism, its general scope and purpose,
a too palpable reiteration of unsubstauntial and flimsy traditions
has at length impressed the minds of members and others that no
other origin of the fraternity can be received than that which leads
back to the Solomonian Temple at Jerusalem ; and, indeed, until
within a few years past, it was gravely asserted that Masonry had
begun in the garden of Eden. As a consequence of such untimely
deductions, a well-defined scepticism naturally sprung up, which,
with every appearance of reason, doubted the remote antiquity of
the Society, and, as an ultimate concession, maintained its mediseval
creation.

The present work is the result of years of labor, whose original
and persistent design has uniformly been to arrive at truth. Often-
times the author has attempted to verify the quaint assertion of
Masonic chronicles with undisputed historical evidence, and in no
instance are traditions resting on unsubstantiated ground adduced
a8 corroborative testimony of the line of research which, after
careful examination of facts, he has adopted.
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iv PREFACE.

It may be added that mere legends or guildic tales do not appear
in this book, unless produced in that portion of the treatise aban-
doned expressly to the traditional history of the Fraternity. Fre-
quently, isolated parcels, embodied in gossiping manuscripts, have
been raised to the dignity of specific mention on account of
additional attestation furnished by unequivocal authorities. In a
word, the constant and invariable tendency of the author in the
ensuing pages is to bring the history and antiquities of the Craft
down to an undisputed historical basis; and, in the pursuance of
this object, he was frequently compelled to abandon the usual track
followed by writers on this subject, and to rely upon authorities
whose testimony — found noted in the margin — will be accepted
without suspicion of intemperate or uncritical zeal. Finally, and
upon this point the author desires to be particularly understood,
this work aspires only to such reliability as is usually awarded to
carefully prepared histories.

The immediate argument and scope of the treatise may be briefly
stated as follows: To commence with a narrative of the state of
fine arts at the decline of the Roman empire, and also of the prop-
agation of architecture and its kindred sciences by bodies of
builders, who developed into the Middle-Age Freemasons, whose
history is carried down to the formal extinction of this society as
an operative brotherhood, in the year 1717.

The author candidly avows that the First Part of the present work
is purely an historical thread and preface to the subsequent or
archseological portion, upon which especial care and research have
been bestowed. For the purpose of aiding in its preparation, many
of the principal libraries of Europe were visited by the writer, and
important material otherwise obtained while sojourning abroad.

Among the several Appendices will be found a Contribution to
the History of the Lost Word, together with other valuable docu-
mentary evidence, which is added to make the same more accessible
to the public and fraternity at large.

The author entertains a hope that his work will find its way into
the hands of those who are not members of the Fraternity, and begs
leave to say emphatically that the treatise has not been prepared

exclusively for Freemasons,
Gko. F. Fort.
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THE EARLY HISTOR

AND

ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY.

CHAPTER 1L

StATE OF FINE ARTS IN EUROPE FROM THE FALL oF RoME TO CON-
STANTINE THE GREAT — ARCHITECTURE REVIVED IN THE WEST UNDER
THEODERICH THE GOTH — BYZANTINE BUILDERS IN EUROPE — THEY
FOLLOW THEIR OWN LAWS, AND ARE ALLOWED ESPECIAL FRANCHISES.

R
r

' X NDER the later Roman emperors, fine arts
N gradually declined. Notwithstanding Mar-
ﬁQ cus Aurelius, by government patronage and
.- personal example,' endeavored to stimulate archi-
757" tectural art into a healthy activity, his efforts
were futile. The few remnants of this and suec-
ceeding periods, which have survived the destruc-
tive energy of time and barbaric warfare, evince the rapid
decay of an accurate science, and, what is equally percep-
tible, a decided transformation of that characteristic of
architecture which was transplanted by Grecian artists to

! Operam praetera pingendo sub magistro Diogneto dedit. Julius Cupi-
tolinus, In vita M. Antonini Philos, c. iv. In order to restrain the vicious
tendencies of a deteriorating taste, this distinguished ruler applied himself
diligently to theatrical and philosophical studies, and in the pursuance of
his purpose for the social elevation of his subjects, frequently appeared as an
actor on the stage,

2% B 17



18 THE EARLY HISTORY AND

Rome. TUnder Diocletian we may detect the introduction
, of the perpcndx\,ular principle as opposed to the horizontal
of the ancienit Gurecks.! 1Ilere is the clearly defined transi-
s tioa to.n sty le wlich prevailed during the Middle Ages,
and ‘the aspiring columns, surmouuted by arches of this
era, subsequently reached, in Gothic structures, to the full
development of the perpendicular idea. Although the
carly Christians made no amends for the destruction of
antique monuments,’ during the reign of Constantine the
Great a temporary zeal was manifested, by reason of his
profession of the Christian religion. The Christians
received at his hands a number of pagan temples, which,
being suitably altered, were used by them for their relig-
ious ceremonies. In the construction of churches, or
basilika, the remains of earlier works were used, and
arranged in an uncouth, tasteless manner.t Not only is
this total disregard of sound principles of art perceptible
in the architecture of the age, but is more strongly evinced
in the freedom of enthusiastic Christian artists; who, in
order to display their servile subserviency to the will of a
powerful monarch, by a simple substitution of a head,
attributes or inscription, transformed, without scruple, a
Jupiter into a God the Father and a Venus into a Virgin.®

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst vom friihsten Alterthume bis in die neueren
Zeiten, p. 411.

? Hope, Historical Essuy on Architecture, Vol. L., p. 161. '

® Luebke, Vorschule zum Studium der kirchlichen Kunst, pp. 4-6, says the
Christian architects modelled the first churches of the new religion so closely
after the basilika, or ancient halls of judicature, that this characteristic thus
originally impressed upon these sacred edifices was perpetuated for many
centuries.

4 Die Form friiherer Werke nachgeahnit, aus Zelten, in denen die Kunst
noch nicht ganz herab gesunken aber in einer rohen, geschmacklosen Zusam-
men-setzung. Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 414.

8 Pour servir les volontés du puissant empereur, des artistes se trouvérent,
qui par de simples substitutions de tétes, d’attril ut on d’inscription, faisaicnt
sans scrupule d’un Jupiter un Dieu le pére, et une Vierge d'une Venus, La-
croix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 352. How largely this principle of pagan-
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Previous to the adoption of that Christian symbolism,
which began to be introduced into the rites of the new
religion about the period of the translation of the imperial
residence from Rome to Byzantium, nearly all works of
art were slavish imitations, by careless and incompetent
artists, of the remains of a classical antiquity.! The
gradual increase of elaboration and luxury of art finally,
under the Byzantines, at this period, ended in a lamentable
poverty of taste. From the third century to the time of
Constantine, the coins of the empire exhibit a constant
tendency to contract the busts of the emperors, in order to
bring more prominently forward the adventitious sur-
roundings. To such an extent was this carried, that these
effigies suddenly ceased to show any relief — the outlines
also became meagre and singularly incorrect. The entire
representation is dull and without character, and so unskil-
fully drawn that the figures of different persons thus
moulded are alone distinguishable by means of the inscrip-
tions. At this time the lifeless style which characterizes
the Byzantine coins and plastic art had become permanent.
The elements of art had ceased to exist.?

The Emperor Constantine, in transferring the capital
of the empire to Byzantium, or, as it was subsequently
denominated, Constantinople, endeavored, however, to
preserve the glorious traditions of ancient Rome. Asa
concession to such of his subjects who still revered the
religion of antiquity, and persisted in burning incense
upon the rapidly diminishing altars of their gods, he
erected temples closely imitated after those of the aban-

ization, or substitution of pagan forms and ceremonies, by Christianity, entered
into the organization of the early church, will be adverted to in the progress
of this work.

! Avant que Part efit adopté ou plutdt créé le symbolisme chrétien, force
Iui devoit étre d’emprunter, etc. Lacroix, Ibid., p. 353.

? Die Elemente der Kunst gehn auf merkwurdig schnelle Weige verloren.
O. Mueller, Archeologie der Kunst, p. 242. See also Hope, Essay on Archi-
tecture, Vol. L, p. 161.
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doned city, and decorated them with elegant pilasters
appropriated from ancient edifices. IIe built for the
professors of the new faith houses of worship in con-
formity with their present requirements, and embellished
them with the symbolic appliances essential for the per-
formance of the Christian rites.! In the newly-constructed
forum at Constantinople, he caused a metal statue of the
Good Shepherd to be erected, and set up brazen images of
a Hart in other places. Both the Good Shepherd and
Hart are among the most ancient of Christian symbols;
the first named referred to Christ, the latter signified the
intense thirst of Christians for divine presence.

The early Christian world, at its inception, scemed but
little disposed to perpetuate the use of plastic art in
order to preserve a record of noteworthy events,? and for
long, excepting in some of the proviuces of the Roman
empire and at Byzantium, it was suffered to languish into
a temporary obscurity. Wherever this art was used, even
by the Byzautine artists, more attention scems to have
been bestowed upon drawing, with greater or less accuracy,
minute distinctions of rank, through position and insignia,
than upon the representation of character and individual-
ity. In the preparation of tablets, whether for sacred use
or otherwise, from precious metal, or in the incisions upon
engraved gems, although great dexterity is visible, the
absence of that refined taste and elevated style, which
belong to ancient Greece and carlier Rome, is manifestly

! Symbols adapted by Pagan converts to the Christian religion were largely
borrowed from the symbolic paraphernalia of their ancestors. Although
the Jewish proselytes rejected with devout horror all imagery which
represented the Trinity, the rapidly increasing neophytes directly withdrawn
from the worship of paganism, demanded and gained such concessions
from the evangelists. Hope, On Architecture, Vol. L, chap. xvi.; Sticglitz,
Qeschichte der Baukunst, p. 416 ; also Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture, p. 170.

2 Den Verfall der Kunst zcigen auch die Consecrations-Muenzen (unter
Gallien) so wie bei offentlichen spiclen ausgetheilten Contormaten. Mucller,
Archeologie der Kunst, pp. 242-3; Hope, Ibid., p. 161.
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evident. One of the principal branches of plastic art,
which was pursued at Byzautium more assiduously, per-
haps, than architecture, was. the production of ivory
memorandum plates, designated as diptychs. Upon these
much labor and skill were bestowed. This kind of han-
diwork was the peculiar property of the last days of
declining! Rome; an art which was followed with zcal
under the first Christian emperors, and attained its highest
perfection during the Middle Ages.? Particular attention
was given by the artists of Byzantium to the engraving
of cameos from red jasper, many of which present a
variety of Christian objects.?

The increased activity which the building of a new city,
involving the plans and construction of a metropolis for
the recently-professed religion of Rome, necessarily pro-
duced, caused a great influx of artists into Constantinople,
both from the outlying provinces of the empire and from
Rome itself, and with great probability from Greece.*
Here, under Constantine the Great, were assembled the
most skilled artists, attracted by the inducements of regu-

1 Mueller, Archeeologie der Kunst, p. 243.

? The museums of Europe are rich in collections of Byzantine diptychs and
cameos. According to Codex XI., e. ii, of the Emperor Leo, there were
certain works of art which only the royval artists, Palatium artifices, were
allowed to prepare. A steady demand, both by aristocratic Romans and
luxurious rulers, for elaborately cut gems, caused the vitality of this branch
of plastic art to be perpetuated. Heliogabalus was so much enraptured with
the cameo etchings of certain distinguished artificers, that he wore them on
his feet. Aeli Lampridius, Antonin. Heliogabal., c. xxiii. When Aurelius
entered the Temple of the Sun, after the capture of Zenobia, in order to
perform the sacred rites, he wore garments of beautiful purple, fastened with
elaborately-wrought jewels. Tunc illac vesles quas in templo Solis videmus,
conferlae gemmis — genuo purpurae. Flavius Vopisc, Vita Div. Aurelian.,
c. xxviii. See Mongez, Plate 68, etc.

3 The cabinet of antiquities at Vienna, according to Mueller, in loco, ut
supra, possesses a rare collection of gems of the period of Constantine, or
later.

¢ Hope, On Architeciure, Vol. L., chap. xii.
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lar, unvarying labor, and the assurances of satisfactory
compensation. From this time until the full development
of the Romish church, Rome ceased to be the central point
of interest, and, consequently, seriously suffered in material
advantage as well as in architectural art. The Byzantine
remains of this age, or of such portions at least as have
escaped the wasting effects of a destructive zeal and the
action of time, indicate a change in the character and de-
tails of architecture. Under Diocletian, the artists strove
to rival and transcend earlier architects in the multiplicity
of ornamentation, and by this means the form was sacri-
ficed to tasteless artifice.! Each artist arrogated the lib-
erty to alter and substitute according as his caprice dic-
tated, and made use of all adventitious appliances to create
novelty in order to captivate a vitiated taste. Whatever
may have been the tendency to overloading edifices, dur-
ing this period, with a superabundance of elegance, under
Constantine the architects fell into the error of totally
ignoring all ornamentation. A style of architecture was
suddenly introduced which contemplated the barest out-
lines of art and complete simplicity. Cornices and chap-
ters were divested of embellishment, and, in consequence,
the entire structure presented an appearance of repulsive
poverty and dryest details.? By this indifference to even
a moderate finish, a loss of readiness in technical minute-
ness was superinduced. In order to remedy this glaring
defect, Rome and the provinces were robbed of their col-
umns and other works of art, that these might be used in
the construction of new buildings at Byzantium.®* In this

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 417. 3 Stieglitz, Ibid.

8 Ibid., Constantin fiithrt Bilder von Rom.,Griechenland, besonders aus Klein-
asien nach Byzanz. Mueller, Archaeologie der Kunst, p. 255. The policy adopted
by this emperor denuded the other cities of the empire of their most valued
objects of art. On the plazza of St. Sophia, in Constantinople, before the time
of Justinian, four hundred and twenty-seven statues, the handicraft of much
older artists, were erected. Mueller, Ibid., loc. cit.
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way edifices thus constructed and finished exhibited the
most anomalous character. Frequently, elegantly-wrought
pilasters, brought from Greece or Asia Minor, were placed
by the side of other columns of unequal length and dimen-
sions ; and dissimilar parts of buildings, thus appropriated,
were conjoined without taste. These detached parcels, thus
combined with the productions of native artists, afforded
most glaring evidence of the degeneracy of art.

‘We have scen that, under Constantine the Great, an ele-
vated taste in the erection of public and other edifices no
longer prevailed. The same statement is equally true of
sculpture as a plastic art and of painting. In the age suc-
ceeding this century, no perceptible alteration occurred in
the relative condition of architecture. Other causes hin-
dered a full expansion of true elegance, and checked the
limited advance of artistic knowledge. The want of work-
men who could comprehend and adapt the principles of
genuine art began to be sadly felt. Unacquainted with
natural rules, the artisan of the period was content with
his labor if he were successful in satisfying the demands
of a nationality fast decaying. Unimpressed with the
grand relics of pagan antiquity, he wrought out the feeble
results of an imagination taken captive by the increasing
strength of a new religion, and struggled to mould the
constantly arising sacred structures upon the will and
direction of a religious sect, whose jubilant enthusiasm
urged them to deviate from all standard models of temple
architecture.!

Such, then, was the situation of art knowledge during
the ages of Constantine and his successors until the fifth

1 At this epoch, which most jeopardized the fine arts, a species of temple
iconoclasm was inaugurated by the indiscreet zeal of the new converts to
Christianity, and suffered to continue without restraint from the Roman au-
thorities. But of all the houses of ancient religious culture, those which had
contained the rites of Mithras and other licentious ceremonials were especially
objects of zealous wrath. See Mueller, Archaologie der Kunst, p. 255, § 2.
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century, when Theoderich, who had been educated at
Constantinople, ascended the throne of the Western em-
pire. Whatever remained of art, in the meantime, was
undoubtedly Byzantine, and the professors of the same,
whether at Constantinople or dispersed throughout the
provinces, were also of that nationality. The efforts of
Theoderich to repair the ruins of Rome and other cities
in Italy, caused by the inroads of the Northern nations,
in a measure contributed to preserve a general knowledge
of the principles of the fine arts. The emperor, in re-
building the several Italian cities, seems to have been
influenced by the best interests of his Roman subjects ;!
because, by the Goths, according to Procopius,® it was con-
sidered debasing to receive instruction in science which
tended to enervate and depress the mind — that he who
trembled with fear before the master’s birch would never
look with an undaunted eye upon a sword or spear. The-
oderich’s exertions, apparently, were mainly directed to
repairing or replacing older edifices, under the direction
of Boethius, Symmachus, and Cassiodorus, the three lead-
ing spirits at his court. In all these efforts, the pure prin-
ciples of art were wanting :* they had vanished. According
to Stieglitz,* the architecture of the Goths, who, at this

! Was Theoderich fiir die offentlichen Uunterrichtsaustalten wirkte, die er
bereits errichtet fand, erhielt er nur zum Besten seiner Rémischen Unterthanen.
Btieglits, ubi supra, p. 424; Hope, On Architecture, Vol. 1., chap. xii. This
monarch appointed a superintendent of public buildings, Comes nitium. Am.
Marcellinus, Lib. XXI,, c. vi., and paid an architect for the preservation of
works of art. Gibbon, Decline and Fall, Vol. 1V, pp. 24-5. With the ex-
ception of Charlemagne, no historical personage impressed his individuality
so deeply upon the romantic mind of the Middle Ages. In mediseval tales
and heroic poems he is called Dietrich of Bern. For a detailed account of
the widely-extended renown of this Gothic ruler, see Ludlow’s Popular Epics
of the Middle Ages, Vol. 1., chap. vii.

* De Bello Gothicorum, Lib. 1., p. 4. Also Dr. Robertson’s Ilistorical Essay
on the State of Europe, in Life of Charles V., Vol, I, p. 163.

3 Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 424.

4 8o wenig wie die Gothen, hatten sie (die Longobarden) eine eigene Bau-



ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY. 25

period, were possessed of Italy, is the Graeco-Roman,
which was chiefly introduced and perfected by the Byzan-
tines. Semi-circular arches are numerous, but the work
lacks exccution and finish of detail. Luebke says,' the
old Christian basilika preserved an existence from the
time of Constantine till the eleventh century, as well in
Italy as the remaining provinces of the West, which re-
ceived from Rome its religion, its priests, and modifica-
tions of its church architecture. But the leading charac-
teristics of architectural art of this period are such as were
contributed by eastern artists.

The Lombards, or primitive Longobards, who succeeded
to the Gothic empire, were possessed of building lore in
so limited a degree, that all public edifices erected in their
domains were executed by workmen from Constantinople.?
During the continuance of their power in Northern Italy,
numerous structures were founded ;* among others, a church
dedicated to Saint John the Baptist, near Milan, where
the celebrated iron crown was preserved. All these were
the handiwork of Byzantine artists.

‘When the seat of the empire, in the year 328, was changed,
Rome had lost its greatness. The imperial family, who alone
were able to nurture the arts and sciences, made Constan-
tinople the metropolis, and resided there. In addition to
this, the frequent irruptions of a barbarous people mate-
rially added to the destruction of the finest works of
antiquity. It was alone in the Orient, especially at

- Byzantium, where a total loss of art was stayed. Hither
gravitated artists who, robbed of their profession in Rome,

kunst, so wenig jene ebenfalls nur kriegerischen Unternehmung in sich
widmend, hatten sie Sinn fiir die Kunst. Zu allen Bauen die in ihren Besit-
zungen angelegt wurden, bedienten sie sich Byzantinischer Kiinstler., Ibid., p. 425.

! Vorschule zum Studium der kirchlichen Kunst, p. 9.

* Consult, however, Tiraboschi, Storia della Letteratura lialiana, Tomo IIL,
cap. vi.

3 Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 426.

3
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by reason of translating the capital to Greece, so much
the more readily sought the new city as they were nearly
all Grecian by nativity,' in order to consecrate their talents
to the land of their birth. Thus it happened that the
capital of the Eastern empire became the place where every-
thing tending to a preservation and appreciation of art and
science was united. Here such knowledge was cultivated
as the political disasters in other countries would not
permit; and, again, light from the East was destined to
flash forth to distant lands. Constantinople became an
emporium of master architects, painters, and other skilled
artificers.? Italy, whose deplorable condition required it,
was the first country whither the artists from the Byzan-
tine empire travelled. Theoderich, king of the Goths,
who had liberated Rome aund the surrounding territory
from the oppressions of an uncivilized people, invited there
numerous artists of various kinds to assist him in execu-
ting the work of repair and restoration which he con-
templated.®* Under his protection, architects, painters, and
sculptors re-established themselves in Italy, and particu-
larly artists skilled in mosaic work, which scems to have
been the invention of the Greeks, since it was for long
designated as opus Grecanicium.*

Notwithstanding the earliest sentiment of the Christian

! Hope, On Architecture, cap. xii. As is well known, upon the extinction of
Hellenic nationality, skilled artists from Greece sought Rome as the metropolis
for the display of their talents; when the capital of the empire was translated
to Byzantium, the gravitation of accomplished artificers toward the new city
naturally began. See infra, p. 344, for additional information on this subject.

? Hierhin (Byzantium) fliichteten sich die Kiinstler, die in Rom uller Be-
schiiftigung beraubt, um so die lieber Griechenland aufsuchten, etc. Stieglitz,
ubi supra, p. 432.

® Berington, Literary Hist. of the Middle Ages, p. 111.

¢ Ihm folgeten dabei Kiinstler, mancherlei art . . . . Baukiinstler, Maler,
Bildner, etc. Auch die Mosaik wurde von Griechen betrieben und war viel-
leicht ihre Erfindung, da sie den Namen opus Greecanicium erhielt. Stieglitz,
Ibid., p. 433 ; Mueller, Archaologie der Kunst, p. 256 ; Hope, On Architecture,
pp. 164-8 ; Tiraboschi, Storia della Letteratura Italiana, Tomo Il., p. 343.
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church, and particularly in the East, was opposed to the
introduction of images in religious service, it continued to
be tolerated until the iconoclastic spirit suddenly arose in
the eighth century.! In the meantime, a decided tendency
to the adoption of symbolic representations of sacred objects
began to manifest itself.? As fur back as the time of Con-
stantine, as has been previously remarked, Christ himself
was symbolically presented to His devout followers in the
metal statue of the Good Shepherd. Ile was sometimes
represented as a lamb, a thirsting Hart, or as a dove, and
by the olive branch. But the most noteworthy of all
emblems, perhaps, which disguised the secret significance
alone to the unbelieving Pagans, was in the fish-shaped
outlines.®* This symbol is of especial importance to the
subject under consideration, on account of this figure
having been extensively used during the Middle Ages as a
mark by builders. According to Stieglitz,* the sculptured
or mosaic delineations of the Christian symbols in church
edifices were very early designed to refer to certain abstract
biblical signification. For instance, the lamb represented
the Lamb of God, that bore the sins of the world. He also
frequently appeared holding a cross, or was delineated
simply by a monogram.® Sometimes our Saviour appeared
surrounded by twelve lambs, the twelve disciples, who
stand six on a side. The lion, symbolical of the power of
Christ,—the lion of the tribe of Judah, David’s offspring,
is also frequently visible; the pelican feeding her young,

! Baumgarten-Crusius, Dogmengeschichte, p. 384.

? 0. Mueller, Archeologie der Kunst, p. 213, § 2. This distingnished arch-
eologist, in the learned repository cited, has furnished numerous examples of
the gradual introduction of symbols, by the earlier Christians, into their ritual
and architecture, to some of which reference will hereafter be made.

3 Abbreviated thus : 1XOYg, from Inov Xpiaros ©cov 'Yeog Swrap, which, contracted
to the above word, signifies a fish. Vide, en passant, Didron, Christian Icono-
graphy, p. 108. Upon the subject of builders’ marks of this and later ages,
fully treated in Part II. of this work, see infra, p. 328, ef seq.

¥ Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 446. 6 Didron, op. eit., pp. 55, 325.
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symbolizing the atonement through the Saviour’s death;
and the pheenix arising from her ashes, as a portraiture of
the resurrected Christ. In like manner, the vine refers to
Him, who is saying to His disciples: I am the vine and ye
are the branches. The fruit of the vine is emblematical
of the blood of Christ. The cock® is a symbol of watch-
fulness; the hart that panteth after the lowing stream, is
the desire of the Christian after the Saviour; and the dove,
in addition to its significance of the Iloly Ghost, is also a
type of virtue and innocence.? T mention these symbolic
references, which thus early became incorporated with
church architecture, on account of the frequent recurrence
of the same, or of others of identical signification, in the
cathedrals of Europe, which may serve, with tolerable
accuracy, to trace the origin and gradual development of
this interesting subject in the hands of the Freemasons of
the Middle Ages. Such sculptured representations are to
be found in different portions of sacred edifices, but most
frequently in the principal entrance to Byzantine churches.®
As access to these structures was obtained through a main
entrance, it was invested, in that early age, with mystical
importance. Christ says, in one of the Evangelists:*
“Verily, I say unto you, he that entereth into the sheep-
fold by any other way than the door,” etc., and, further:
“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.”
This seized the imagination of the Byzantine artists, and
induced them to represent Christ as the mystic portal.

! It is more than a curious coincidence that the symbol of the cock, as stated
in the text, had also a singular representation under the hands of the Norman
craftsmen. See Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture, p. 184. The French Free-
masons, at the close of the last century, adopted this as an emblem of vigi-
lance, and was, among other symbols, delineated upon the side-walls of the
Chamber of Reflexion, in the First or E. A. Degree. Le Regulateur du Magon,
p- 13, A. p. 1801,

? Stieglitz, Baukunst, pp. 447-8 ; Mueller, Archeologie der Kunst, p. 253;
Hope, On Architecture, pp. 180-3. Abundant evidence in Didron, ubi supra,
p. 451, et seq.

3 Stieglitz, Geschichle der Baukunst, p. 444. 4 Acts of the Apostles, etc.
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Everything, consequently, is directly pointed to our
Saviour. The holy mother of God, the evangelists, and
martyrs are at His side. And, as the apostles are fre-
quently regarded as the pillars of the church, so the col-
umns on each side of the doorway refer to them, although
oftentimes the columns which flanked the entrance to King
Solomon’s Temple are substituted.! Externally, these edi-
fices present a singular appearance, but harmonize with the
symbolic nature of the jealously-guarded portals. Every
variety of animals, real or legendary, is sculptured upon
the outer walls. These are grouped in attitudes of deadly
conflict, some of which yield to matchless strength, and
are being devoured by the vanquishing combatant. Such
grotesque and strangely-weird figures signify the con--
stant and unflinching vigilance demanded to guard the
approaches to the sanctuary. The war-waging monsters
shadow forth the protecting or antagonistic, and the inim-
ical forces which the Church triumphant commands, and
leads forth as a militant body. So far as the interior of
Byzantine churches is concerned, the same mystical or
emblematic signification prevails, excepting, however, that
the sanctuary is entirely free from all appearances of con-
flict ; here all is peace,— Christ, the all-powerful, is here in
all the majesty of Ilis divine character, and establishes the
Church triumphant over every adversary. These were the
symbols and the mystic appliances? which the Oriental
artificers contributed to the art-knowledge of the west of
Europe, when they were called to aid in rebuilding and
constructing the sacred buildings of Northern Italy.

! Stieglitz, Ibid., p. 448. This custom of the medieval builders demands
and will receive further consideration. Vide Fallou, Mysterien der Fretmaurer,
p. 216; also, Luebke, Geschichte der Architectur, p. 253.

? Lucbke, Geschichte der Architectur, p. 312; Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture,
p. 207; Schauberg, Symbolik der Freimaurerei, Theil 1., 24; may be consulted
with advantage upon this subject and in this connection, How largely sym-
bolism entered into medieval cathedrals, see Luebke, Geschichte der Plastik,
pp. 272, 297, 325.

3*
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Byzantine architecture and the plastic arts retained their
several distinguishing features, as described, down to the
eighth century. From Constantinople, therefore, as the
centre of mechanical skill, radiated to distant countries a
knowledge of art. The devastations to which Britain and
Spain had been subjected, rendered it necessary that com-
petent workmen should be secured to rebuild cities whose
smouldering ruins marked the pathway of destroying
nations. The capital of the Byzantine empire furnished
artisans for this purpose. Mueller! asserts that there were
at this epoch corporations of builders in Europe of Grecian
birth, who maintained an uninterrupted intercourse with
their native land. What may have been the precise char-
acter of these organizations? is uncertain, but it can be
fairly presumed, I think, that outside of the limits of the
Byzantine empire they were permitted to live and exercise
a judicial government among themselves, according to the
laws of the country to which they owed allegiance. This
principle, or doctrine, of personal right to declare under
what law a citizen would elect to live, was publicly recog-
nized in all the legal codes of Europe from the fall of
Rome until late in the thirteenth century.? This was de-

! Dieser fiir neue Zwecke neu belebte (Vorgothische Byzantinische) Arch-
itecturstyl, welcher sich immer noch fast in allen einzelnen Formen an den
Spiitromischen anschlieszt, herrscht in der ersten Hiilfte des Mittelalters, durch
die aus dem Rémischen Alterthum fortbestchenden, auch wohl mit Griech-
enland fortwiihrend zusammen-hingenden Baucorporationen gepflegt und
ausgebildet im ganzen Christlichen Europe. Archaologic der RKunst, p. 224.

2 Vide infra, Book 11., p. 343, et seq.

8 Savigny, Geschichte des Rimischen Rechts, Theil L., cap. iii, ¢ 41: Die
Mannichfaltigkeit der zugleich geltenden personlichen Rechte in keinem
Lande groszer gewesen ist als in ltalien. This privilege, as will be seen from
the reference quoted, applied with especial force to Italy. Each individual
declared his profession of law in a formal manner, thus: Legibus vivens Lan-
gobardorum ; or, according to the more usual formula, as prescribed to be
acknowledged before a notary: Qui professus sum legibus Langobordorum.
Upon the marriage of a Longobardic woman to a Salic husband, the annexed
profession was made: Qui professa sum ego ipsa Ferlinda cx natione mea legem
vivere Langobardorum, sed nunc pro ipso viro meo legem vivere videor Salicam.
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nominated his profession of law. Savigny cites' numerous
instances where individuals declared their profession of the
Roman law, of the Salic, or the leges Alamanorum or Lan-
gobardorum. Therefore, the corporations of artists, in re-
taining their. connection with Byzantium, fio doubt carried
with them such privileges of Grecian citizenship, and the
usages and pnv:leg;ea incident to their corporate existence
at home, and, when in Italy or other foreign lands, lived
and governed themselves in accordance with the well-
established principles of Roman law ; one of which privi-
leges was, at the time such associations of builders were
mtroduced into Southern Europe, during the reigns of
Theoderich and Theodosius, the undoubted right of a cor-
porate recognition.? Consequently, wherever their labor
was demanded throughout Europe, they were recognized
as a distinet and prunleged class of workmen, who, differ-
ing from the less skilled artists of other countries, neces-
sarily formed a separate society apart from that in which
they temporarily resided. This system possessed many
advantages. It presented a complete organization, whose
members in foreign lands were associated by mutual in-
terest, and whose delinquencies could be promptly corrected
without recourse being had to strange judicial interference.
That there were master architects among these Byzantine
workmen, who drafted the plans and directed their execu-
tion, is beyond doubt, because at the construction of the
church of Saint Sophia, in Constantinople, under the Em-
peror Justinian, Anthemius and Isidorus are mentioned as
superintending the artificers on the building.

Another, Landuifus et Petrus clericus germani . . . . qui professi sumus ex natione
nosira legem vivere Langobardorum, sed ego Petrus elericus per clericalem honorem
lege videor vivere Romana. See Muratori, Antig., Tome I.,pp. 345, 387. Roger
the Norman, after the conquest of Sicily, in the eleventh century, permitted the
Greeks and Sicilians to use the Justinian Code, and the Lombards and Sar-
acens to live in accordance with their respective laws. Bazancourt, Histoire
de La Sicilie sous la domination des Nor ds, Tome II., pp. 78-9.

! Geschichte des R. R., Theil 1., p. 147.

% See Book II., p. 365, etc., for proofs of the above statement.




CHAPTER IL

SECRET SoCIETIES FORBIDDEN BY ROMAN EMPERORS — GUILDS IN ITALY
AT AN EARLY AGE — PAPAL INDULGENCES To BUILDING CORPORA-
TIONS — M ASTERS OF COMO IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY.

ITEN it is considered with what jealous surveil-
lance the rapidly declining governments of the
/| Eastern and Western empires watched every
=2 change in internal polity, it can scarcely be
inferred that what was strictly forbidden under Trajan
would be tolerated by the Byzantine emperors. I refer to
the formation of secret socictics, bound together by mutual
obligations.! The extent of this opposition by the Roman
empire to the establishing of oath-bound guilds is strik-
ingly exhibited in a letter from Trajan to Pliny,* in which
the emperor interdicted a fraternity of fircmen, on the
ground that they would hold mectings which might be
used for political purposes. And the only exception of
the Roman emperors to their uniform objection to such
organizations, was made in favor of burial socicties, or
associations of men who subscribed certain sums of money
to insure cach member a decent burial in the ground
which was the corporation property.* Late in the sixth
century, socicties, based simply upon nationality, appear
to have existed in Italy. Savigny says,* at Ravenna, in the

! Lecky, Hist. European Morals from Auqustus to Charlemagne, Vol. L., p. 438,

? Quodcungue nomen ex quacunque causa dederimus iis, qui in idem con-
tracti fuerint, hetarior, quamvis breves fient.  Plinii, Epist., Lib. X., cap. xliii.

3 “The Roman legislators, however unfavorable to the formation of guilds
or associations, made an exception in the favor of burial societics,” ete.
Lecky, History of Morals, ete., Vol. 1, p. 432.

*In Rom die Germanischen Fremden als besondere Corporat;r;nen er-
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year 572, a guild of Greeks was already organized, and
at Rome, in 794, there existed a corporation of Angles
(English), who were supported with royal munificence by
King Offa. It would seem that these guilds were not
always confined to regularly domiciled citizens, but were
sometimes composed of strangers and travellers.! 1In the
tenth century there was an association of Saxons in Rome,
who lived in a particular quarter of the city set off' to
them.” The Zabelliones, or notaries, in the seventh century,
at Ravenna, and probably in other cities, had their own
guild, with a regular corporate government ;? and as late
as the year 1200 the official oath prescribed them on their
admission was still preserved.* There is a tradition, which
Stieglitz has substantially given in his valuable treatise on
Architecture,' that at the time the Lombards were in pos-"\
session of Northern Italy, from the sixth to the seventh cen-___
tury, the Byzantine builders formed themselves into guilds
and associations, and that on account of having received
from the popes the privilege of living according to their own
laws and ordinances,® they were called Freemasons. Of
this latter assumption, nothing of a reliable nature remains
to prove its authenticity. So far as the first actual con-
tact of these guilds with the Eastern artisans is concerned,
I am disposed to place it at a time coeval with the return
of the Byzantine craftsmen to Italy, under the patronage

schienen; ganz eben so aber auch die Griechen, diese letze jedoch auch schon
im Yahr 572in Ravenna. Geschichte des Romischen Rechts, Theil 1., p. 340.

! Optimates et senatus cunctaque militia . . . . simul etiam et cunctae
Scholee (guilds) peregrinorum, videlicet Francorum, Frisonum, Saxonum
atque Langobardorum. Annales Fuldenses, anno 895, cited by Savigny, Ibid.,
p. 341.  Cibrario, Frammenti Storici, p. 212, says that towards the close of the
ninth century there existed sworn associations for mutual protection in Italy:
guire o gilde armate a difendersi. Perhaps at this period there were many
oath-bound organizations.

1 Savigny, Geschichte d. R. R., Theil L, p. 350. 3 Ibid., op. cit., p. 365.

4 Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 425,

$ Hope, On Architecture, Vol. L, p. 229; Archeologiay,Vol. IX., p. 120.

C )
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of Theoderich, as early as the fifth century.! As hereto-
fore stated, these corporations preserved a separate nation-
ality wheresoever dispersed, and rigidly adhered to their
own laws and regulations, such as they brought with them,
a8 individual citizens of the Euastern empire. '

We have endeavored to show that the right to profess the
law of his land was the indisputable patrimony of a
denizen residing abroad. In this manner these builders,
who were Oriental subjects and from Byzantium, were
freed from and independent of the laws and ordinances
which affected the native Lombards or the half-civilized
Goth. The popes, besides, at this period had not the
unlimited power which they subsequently acquired, in
order to render such a system effective.

In addition to this, as Stieglitz justly observes,? no bull
exists which can at all satisfy the most credulous mind ;
for the library of the Vatican, in the year 1773, by order
of the Pope, at the request of Goveneur Pownall, was
subjected to the most vigilant search, and although the
archives were thoroughly exqmmed by the chief librarian,
nothing of the kind could be found.* It is scareely credi-
ble; as before suggested, that these organizations, whose
members were bound together by solemn oaths, and sworn
to keep sacred certain mystic secrets, could preserve their
integrity as a body. No doubt such oaths were shortly
introduced, when the conditions of social polity de-
manded it. But at the time the Byzantine corporators

! For fuller details touching upon the merging of these Byzantine corpora-
tions into the Germanic guilds, at or about the epoch above noted, see Part II.
of this work, p. 374, etc. ? Qeschichte der Baukunst, p. 420,

3 Archeologia, Vol. IX., p. 123. The learned antiquarian, Ashmole, is ac-
credited with having inaugurated the papal indulgence theory, which is given
by many Masonic writers without judicious criticism, particularly Krause.
Kunsturkunden, Theil IL., ab, 2, p. 282, and Preston, Tllustrations of Masonry,
p- 133. I have examined the works of Ashmole, but failed to find proof of
the above assumption.
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arrived in the West, and for long after the process of
assimilation with the Teutonic guilds had begun, the pre-
caution of a sworn brothefhood was not essential to the
preservation of their art, nor necessary to protect them
from competitors. Throughout Western Europe the minds
of men were vastly unsettled by the threatening omens
presaging a dissolution of civil society. Outside of Italy,
perhaps, the whole of Europe f&s dependent upon Eastern
workmen for the limited dgfTce of architectural refine-
ment which met the want the Latin empire. There
were no competitive artists & native craftsmen, either in
architecture or the plastic @&ts, to require an oath-bound
society in order to constitte a closely organized trades’
union ; neither had that singular individualizing tendency,
which subsequently permeated the entire civil society of
the Middle Ages,so far developed as to impel the members
of these corporations into a closer relationship. The_,
details of art received from the Grecian builders were
also possesscd by many monastic institutions in Northern
Italy, as the expression Magistri Comacini' may refer to
monkish masters, who had no doubt gladly acquired from
foreign artists a knowledge of mechanical science. Per-
haps the most satisfactory interpretation of Magistri
Comacini, is that upon some portion of the sloping shores
of Lake Como the Fastern corporations had already
merged with the Longobardic guilds, and by superior
excellence in architectural acquirements had obtained the
above appellation.? There can be no doubt, however, that
a vast amount of architectural skill and knowledge of
plastic arts was carried over into Europe about the
opening of the ninth century, by monk artificers from

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 416. For the original authority for
this citation, sce Leges Lungob. Ler, 144-5, or Leg. Rotharis, ibid. in Tome 1.,
Pars. 2, Seript. Rev. Ital. Tiraboschi, Storia della Letteratura Italiana, Tomo
111, p. 148, calls them simply Muratori, or Masons,

% This view is supported by Tiraboschi, op. cit. ut supra.
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.the Byzantine empire. That the builders’ guilds or cor-
porations were brought frequently into a close contact
with the Western monks thus early in the construction of
houses of religious worship, or making extensive repairs,
is incontestable.) It is fairly deducible, from the subse-
quent development of these artist corporations into the
skilled mediseval Freemasons, that these bodies were more
or less intimately united with the monastic institutions
of the early and Middle Ages: and as the erection of
sacred edifices was exclusively under the direction of the
church, necessarily the architects were also under sacer-
dotal control. The monks or clerics, therefore, at an
early age, might be instructed, or rather initiated in the
sublime details of a strict science,and become a component
part of such bodies.!

Whether the tradition? of the craft be true or other-
wise, that papal indulgences called into existence in
Lombardy these building associations, whose members
travelled through Europe as builders, the legend will
attest the long prevailing belief tbat, at that remote
period, the art interests of those artificers and the church
were identical, and as such they continued for many cen-
turies.® And the symbolic reference still in use in lodges
of Freemasons cannot be explained on other reasoning
than that these artists united with the Germanie guilds,
under ecclesiastical patronage, at that era, or subscquent
thereto; because the well-defined Gothic or Teutonic
elements, still in existence in lodge ritual, were, as we
ghall hereafter see, derived directly from such a condition
of social life as presented itself in the north of Italy.

1 Vide Hope, On Architecture, Vol. L., p. 233; dlso, Krause, Kunsturkunden,
Th. L., ab. 2, p. 327 ; also, Ducange, Gloss. Med. et Infimi Lat., sub voce Magister.

1 Quieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 425.

3 Wilda, Das Qildenwesen im Mittelalter, p. 34, has clearly demonstrated the
fact that in the development of ancient guilds, the clergy were essentially the
leaders, and that such associations at a very early age became a constituent
element in the conventual system.



CHAPTER IIL

ARCHITECTURE AND OTHER ARTS PATRONIZED BY CHARLEMAGNE —
EsTaBLISHES EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN HIS EMPIRE — IcoxNo-
CLASTIC WAR UNDER LEO, THE ISAURIAN, IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY
— GREEK ARTISTS FLEE To EUROPE AND RECEIVE PONTIFICAL PRoO-
TECTION — IMAGE WORSHIP MAINTAINED BY CHARLEMAGNE —
ByzANTINE ART CORPORATIONS INVITED TO ITALY — SCHOLASTIC
CULTURE AND THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES — MECHAN-
1CAL TRADES IN MONASTERIES — SAINT ELOI AND THE CRAFTSMEN —
Mosaic WORK — APPRENTICES AND MASTERS.

N the year 774, the Lombard kingdom in Italy was
7| extinguished by the irresistible power of Charles
the Great,' and the territory over which their sway
4l had extended for over two centuries became, in
consequence, subjected to the rule of the victorious Franks.?
Shortly after the extinction of the Lombardic power, Char-
lemagne devoted the most assiduous attention to a complete
organization of the Christian church within his empire, in
order to effect a radical extermination of the heathen relig-
ion, which the unexampled resistance of the Saxons for the
preservation of their ancient customs proves to have had a
vigorous existence.® For this purpose, he laid the founda-
tion of a strict subordination among the clergy, and pro-
moted the establishment of numerous monasteries and
abbeys. In the pursuance of his plans to subjugate the
martial spirit of his ecclesiastics, he rigidly interdicted

1 Wirth, Geschichte der Deutschen, Theil 1., p. 485.
3 Machiavelli, Istorie Fiorentine, Tomo 1., p. 232.
3 Wirth, Geschichte der Deutachen, Theil L., p. 525.
4 37
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them the exciting pursuits of war or the chase. The em-
peror contributed, by his own personal example, very
largely to the internal development of the empire. Al
though in early life his literary accomplishments were of
the most slender character, yet at a later period he acquired
the Latin tongue so thoroughly as to speak it fluently.
He had also learned to read Greek with ease.! In addition
to his other attainments, he cultivated agricultural science
and astronomy. The few monasteries which existed pre-
vious to the time of the Carlovingians, were places of the
grossest ignorance.?

It was the great merit of the Emperor Charlemagne, that
regularly organized schools, both of fine arts and sciences,
were established in the cloisters, over which the most pro-
ficient abbots and monks were called to preside. A model
cloister school was first founded in his empire, under the
direction of a certain monk, named Hrabanus Maurus, at
Fulda, in the year 804, and upon this the emperor bestowed
the utmost attention. This educational institution was
soon’ imitated by the convents of Saint Gall, Hirschau,
Reichenau, Weiszenburg, Corvey, and others.®* The atten-
tion given by Charlemagne to the development of agricul-
ture, was imitated by the ecclesiastics, who, with axe and
saw, boldly attacked the gloomy forests, and opened up to
cultivation vast areas of timber lands.* Following in the
wake of these improvements, came troops of builders, who
were attached to the missionaries, and under their direc-
tion, and perhaps a component part of such monastic insti-
tutions as were to be erected, together with other edifices,
upon the cleared ground.® Before the time of Charlemagne,
houses were mostly constructed of wood, — stone and tile
were rare. Inside, such buildings contained one spacious

! Eginhard, in Vita Karl. Mag., cap. xxv.

* Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 70. 3 Scherr, Ibid., loe. cit.
¢ Scherr, Ibid., p. 72; Wirth, Geschichte der Deutschen, Theil I., p. 534.

8 Hope, Fasay on Architecture, Vol. I, p. 233.
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room, without partition walls. From the middle arose a
single column, which furnished a support for the roof.
Under Charlemagne, stone edifices began to be introduced.
Not only the celebrated imperial palaces of the emperor
at Aachen, Ingelheim, and elsewhere, but the residences
of the nobility also were constructed of stone. In one of
the emperor’s dwellings there were three sleeping apart-
ments, eleven work rooms, and two for storage of material.!

Towards the close of the seventh century, or about the
commencement of the eighth, two events occurred of much
importance for the examination of the subject under dis-
sertation. The first of these, in its relative eftfect upon the
translation of a style of art which subsequently became
current in the west of Europe, was a decree promulgated
by an ecclesiastical council held at Constantinople in the
year 692, interdicting the use of allegorical or symbolical
representations in the crucifixion of Christ and other
sacred objects, and ordering a stricter adherence to histori-
cal statuary.? Although this decree was never rigidly
enforced in Western Europe, it slightly modified an excess
which had become ridiculous.® At the time of this decree,
plastic and art compositions had become a kind of hiero-
glyphie, of which, in order to interpret correctly, it was
necessary to know the secret. For instance, the four
evangelists were represented by four running streams,
which spread their revivifying influences throughout the
universe;* the converted gentiles, symbolically delineated

1 Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 74.

% Le décret du Concile de Constantinople, appelé le Concile Quinisexte ou in
Trullo et céléhré en 692, qui ordonna de préférer la peinture historique aux
emblémes et notamment Pallégoric dans la réprésentation du crucifiement
de Jésus Christ. Emeric David, Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. §9.
The original decree, of which David has given in the foregoing citation the
substance, may be found in Aet. Concil., Tome 1II., Can. 82.

% L'usage de l'allégorie, d’abord nécessaire, ainsi que nous Yavons dit, pour
voiler les mystéres de la nouvelle religion, avait totalement égaré les esprits.
David, Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. 59.

¢ Didron, Christian Jeonography, p. 67, P1. 23.
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as thirsting deer which rambled towards a living fountain,—
or as a vine or a mountain ; the faithful, as trees, plants, or
as lambs. The second and most important event referred
to above, was the proscription of religious images, pro-
nounced by Leo the Isaurian in the year 726. The perse-
cutions suffered by the Greek artists, in consequence of
this edict, lasted for one hundred and twenty years.! This
decree, which banished from the Eastern churches every
description of statuary and painting without reserve, also
threatened, with severest penaltics, any artist who ventured
to prepare an image of the saints, apostles, or of Christ.
Opposed to the emperor and his armed legions, were the
monks and the people of an humbler position.? In order
to render the emperor’s edict more effective, the church, in
the year 754, confirmed his decree.®

The Popes at Rome, profoundly interested in the result
of this contest, founded vast monasteries to rcceive the
monk artists who fled from Greece, and employed them
with the utmost zcal to continue the exercise of
that style of art proscribed them in their native land.*
Upon their arrival in Italy and in Southern Europe,
they were quickly associated with the corporations of
builders, who perhaps at this epoch had a permanent
connection with the monastic institutions of the West;
and as a steady and uninterrupted intercourse had been
maintained by their predecessors with Byzantium, affilia-
tions into established bodics of builders seem to have been
readily granted.*? Through these artist refugees, an in-
creased knowledge of architectural and other arts was fur-
nished their western confréres.

! David, Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, loc. cit.

* Thm gegeniiber waren de Monche und das niedere Volk. Gdrling, Ge-
schichte der Mahlerei, Theil 1., p. 89. The artisans, no doubt, were largely
recruited from this class of persons.

3 Gorling, Ibid., loc. cit.

¢ Emeric David, Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. 65.

5 Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. L, p. 233,
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The glorious reign of Charlemagne was not less useful
to the maintenance of art and science. As we have already
scen, in the midst of the barbarism of many of his subjects,
he conceived the design of regenerating architectural
art, the sciences, painting, and even music.! Whether
Charles the Great was in a measure influenced to protect
the arts in his empire on account of his connection with
the Latin church, does not clearly appear; but the canons
of the Council of Nice, urging the worship of images, were
submitted by him to a council of bishops at Frankfort, and
by his authority reénacted. In order that the character-
istics of religious culture, such as were used up to the
time of Leo the Iconoclast, might be perpetuated through-
out the Western empire, he issued an edict that all the
churches in his kingdom should be decorated with suit-
able imagery and statuary.? For this purpose envoys were
despatched several times a year through the provinces to
see that the emperor’s orders were duly obeyed.® It seems
to have been the policy of Charlemagne, so far as possible,
to efface from the memory of his Saxon subjects, by means
of an elaborate ornamentation of sacred structures, the
attractions of their ancient altars.* The immense number
of edifices which were crected and thus embellished under
the fostering care of the emperor of the Franks, proves how
rapidly his active spirit had organized the forces at his
command for the work of architectural and plastic regen-
eration. The better to forward his schemes of material ad-
vancement, Byzantine workmen and other skilled builders
were invited from Italy, and perhaps from Greece, to assist

! Au sein de la barbarie ol se plaisaient ses vassaux, ce grand homme congut
la pensée de regénérer i la fois les sciences, les lettres, I'architecture, etc.
David, Histotre de la Peinture, p. 66.

* Gorling, Geschichte der Mahlerei, Theil 1., p. 200.

8 Volumus itaque ut missi nostri per singulos pagos praevideri studeant.
Carlo. Mag., De Imag., L. II1., cap. cxvi.

¢ Ut honorem habeant majorem et excellentiorem quam fana idolorum. Cap-
ilal, de part. Saz, an 789, c. 1; also, see Gorling, op. cit., p. 201,

4%
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in and direct the construction of temples and other reli-
gious buildings.! By this introduction of Byzantine artists
into Germany, a great element was contributed to the Ger-
mans for the acquisition of architectural art, and awakened
in them capacities which subsequently developed to the
liighest attainments.? A new emulation animated the im-
perial prelates, and the zeal for constructing and repairing
churches was intensified under the strict orders of the
emperor.®

The principal causes of the astounding rapidity with
which the seeds of art-culture in Germany were scattered
so widely, is, I think, assignable to two things,— the first
of which was the introduction of corporations of Greck and .
Gothic artists into the Latin empire, and their fusien with
the Longobardic guilds; because, as before observed, these
associations preserved their existence down to the tenth
century at least.* The second of these, and not the least
insignificant, was the thorough organization which the
Carlovingian emperor effected in the cloisters, and by the
establishment of schools of art and sciences in the varied
monastic institutions of the empire. We have briefly
adverted to the royal encouragement of learning and the
sterner sciences taught in these cloistered schools. Scho-
lastic culture of that era was divided into seven liberal arts
and sciences, consisting of the famous 7¥rivium, viz., gram-
mar, rhetoric, and logic, and the Quadrium, which included
arithmetic, music, geometry, and astronomy. These col-
lectively constituted the basis of a finished education dur-
ing the Middle Ages, and still survive to the Freemasons.
Cassiodorus,® the eminent Grecian philosophical writer of
the time of Theoderich the Goth, was the author of these

1 Stieglitz, Qeschichte der Baukunst, p. 471; Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 68,
3 Stieglitz, Ibid., p. 470.

3 Emeric David, Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. 70.

¢ Mueller, Archeologie der Kunst, p. 226.

8 Tiraboschi, Storia della Leiteratura, Italsana, Tomo IIL., p. 11.
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divisions. They seem to have been brought from Italy at
a very early date, as Charlemagne, among his other accom-
plishments, according to Eginhard,! was proficient in
grammar, rhetoric,and logic.. This monarch appears to have
been deeply interested in the seven liberal arts and sciences,
since he caused them to be suitably painted in fresco on a
wall? The system of tuition in a monastery was under
the direction of an abbot; he was the master, and the
monks the pupils,® who cultivated the sciences, letters, and
art. Each abbey had judicial powers, and administered
justice to its dependents.* It also had an extensive farm
attached, and possessed a manufactory and school.® Con-
vents and monasteries, therefore, became a species of fort-
ress -where civilization, under the protection of some
sainted martyr, pursued its quiet way. Astronomy, arith-
metic, geometry, civil law, physics and medicine, the
study of profane authors, were sheltered within these
walls as within a sanctuary. It was particularly there
that architecture and its kindred arts were cultivated,®
and bishops frequently presided as masters over the execu-
tion of plans,” submitted to these prelates by builders, per-

! In vita Karoli Mag., cap. xxv. In discenda Grammatica Petrum Pisanim
audivit, in caeteris disciplinis Albinum, apud quem et rhetoricae et dialectae.
One of the most important labors of this justly celebrated monarch has been
lost to the world, viz,, a collection of German songs and heroic poems, which
were still recited and sung in his day. Although numerous searches have
been rade for them, they yet remain undiscovered.

? Gorling, Geschichte der Mahlerei, Bd. 1., p. 202.

3 Le pre abbé étoit le maitre; les moines, comme les affranchis de ce
maitre, cultivoient les sciences, les lettres et les arts. Chateaubriand, Etudes
Historiques, Tome ITL, pp. 319, 320. Bee further on this subject, Fosbroke’s
British ‘Monachism, p. 183.

¢ Chateaubriand, ut supra, loc. cit.

8 Fosbroke, British Monachism, p. 262.

" ® Fosbroke, Ibid., p. 183.

 Die Bischofe standen als Meister, dem Baue der Kirchen und Kléster vor,
und sie stellten, zur ausfiilhrung, ihre Untergebenen an. Stieglitz, Geschichte
der Baukunst, p. 473.
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haps Byzantine, for approval, or worked out under episco-
pal instruction. Whatever details of art the foreign artists
possessed were rapidly acquired by the monks, who, with
these, also received and perpetuated the strange symbol-
ism in mediseval architecture’ which we have already seen
to have existed in the Greek church.

It would seem that, as early as the eighth century, a
regularly subordinated organization of masters and pupils
was established in the cloisters of Germany,? rendered
essential by the patronage of Charlemagne of the fine arts
and sciences, which were assiduously cultivated, under the
direction of masters thoroughly imbued with lofty senti-
ment, in order to add to the attractions of religious wor-
ship.®* History has handed down from that remote age
(the seventh century) the name of Saint Eloi, who was a
goldsmith previous to his investiture with episcopal robes.
Among the numerous abbeys entrusted to the care of this
ecclesiastic, a selection was made of such monks as dis-
played an aptitude for mechanical skill.* At this period
(the eighth century) many Greek monks, and especially
the artists who had fled the persecutions resulting from
the edict against image-worship, were evidently employed
as principal workmen, in conjunction with their ccclesias-
tical brethren, on the Western churches. In many of the
edifices of that age, Greek inscriptions on the cathedral
walls sufficiently attest this. Moreover, numerous struc-
tures of a somewhat later date are described as having been
constructed more Grecum, and ad consuctudinem Grecorum.
A chapel at Paderborn, repaired in the tenth century, is de-
clared to have been originally erected by one of the Carlo-

! Luebke, Studium der kirchlichen Kunst, p. 27.

? Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 160.

3 Lacroix, Ibid., p. 28.

¢ Dans le septiéme sidcle Saint Eloi qui fat un orfévre renommé avant de
devenir évéque, recrute parmi les Moines des divers couvents, soumis & son
autorité canonique, tous ceux qu'il croit aptes A ces travaux d’art. Ibid., loc. cit.
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vingian dynasty, by Greek operatives — per Grecos opera-
rios.!  'When at their labors, these artists were under the
control of an abbot or bishop, and by him supported and
paid.? The details of Byzantine architecture and plastic
art must necessarily have been derived from the earlier
Greck artisans and their successors, or from the Oriental
monks who settled in the Latin empire about the year
774. Through these channels all useful rules and techni-
calities of art in possession of the East were gradually
transmitted to the monastic artificers, and by them in turn
abandoned to the lay corporations of the mediseval Free-
masons. The determined energy of Charles the Great, who
had created schools of architecture in the various cloisters
of the empire, caused the monasteries to become nurseries
for the development of mechanical science. Such corpora-
tions of builders as were identified with and under the
control of the abbeys, readily furnished a source whence
an intimate knowledge of the principles of art were de-
rived, and, in consequence, as rapidly as the monkish
artists learned the rules and details of art, they communi-
cated them in turn to other monks, who constituted the
pupils in monastic schools. In the absence of reliable data,
we may safely infer, I think, that some of the more im-
portant art-knowledge which these Byzantine craftsmen
taught the monks consisted of the perpendicular principle
in architecture, the means by which material should be
prepared for buildings, & practical acquaintance with geo-
metrical science, and, what for our purpose is more inter-
esting, that style of art which, although far advanced in
the Eastern church, attained its full perfection in the
hands of European builders. I refer to the incorporating
of symbolic or allegorical details in the construction of
Middle Age edifices.

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, pp. 478-9.
% Berington, Literary History of the Middle Ages, pp. 324-5.



46 THE EARLY HISTORY, ETC.

Schools of architecture originally worked in monasteries
in rooms set apart for labor; and that such apartments
actually existed, may be inferred from the fact that the
great Carlovingian emperor built several of them in his
private residence.! These schools were subjected to the same
general regulations which governed various mechanical
trades in the cloisters. Lacroix? asserts, on a chronicle of
the time of Dagobert, that Saint Eloi organized the jewel-
lers, whom he had selected from different monasteries, into
a society comprising three degrees of laborers — masters,
fellows, and apprentices. This celebrated bishop was prime
minister of the king, and notwithstanding the distin-
guished preferment accorded him by royal favor, he con-
tinued none the less uninterruptedly to prosecute his trade
at the forge. He manufactured for his regal patron a large
number of golden vases, elegantly mounted with precious
stones. He labored incessantly, having at his side Thil-
lon, of Saxon origin, who followed the instructions of his
master.) When Thillon, or Thean, the apprentice, had
served a suitable time and acquired sufficient skill to be
advanced to the degree of master in the trade of goldsmith,
he was inducted into the control of Salignac abbey. This
convent for several centuries preserved the traditions of
its founder, Saint Eloi, and subsequently furnished many
skilled workmen to numerous monastic workshops.*

! Vide, supra, p. 39.

* Kloi, travaillait sans se lasser, étant assis et ayant 3 ses cOtés son rerviteur
Thillon, d’origine saxonne, qui suivait les legons de son maitre. Déja Porfavrerie
était organizée en corps d’état et elle devait comprendre trois degrés d’arti-
sans: les maitres, les compagnons et les apprentis. Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen
Age, pp. 160-1.

3 Lacroix, Jbid., p. 160.

¢ Lacroix, Ibid., pp. 162-3. Perhaps this division of laborers into grades
or degrees may have been suggested by the internal organization existing
among the Byzantine builders.
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degrees alluded to, materially assisted the spread
and rapid acquisition of a proficiency in archi-
tecture.. At this epoch, the monks of St. Gall
had become celebrated for their dexterity in the several
branches of plastic art. Among these, Tutilon' was dis-
tinguished for his knowledge of statuary and his skill in
sculpturing. To render himself the more thoroughly
conversant with the technicalities of art, he travelled
extensively into distant countries, and personally in-
spected the remains of ancient handiwork. In some
localities, he left behind him such specimens of his skill that
he became widely celebrated.? The architects of the church
attached to the abbey of Pfaltz were brethren of the
cloister, and subject to its discipline.® Ecclesiastical

! In St Gall tritt (um 850) ein Universalgeist auf, der Mdnch Tutilo ein
Mann von riesenhafter Stiirke, der sich als Baumeister, Toreut, u. 8. w., gleich-
miissig auszeichnete. Gorling, Geschichte der Mahlerei, Bd. 1., p. 205.

? Multas propter artificia simul et doctrines peragraverat terras, ete. Fck-
erhard, Decan. S. Gall., c. xxii.; also, Emeric David, Histoire de la Peinture,
p- 79.

® Lesarchitectes étaient des moines de I'abbaye méme, les peintres des moines

47
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artists of Reichenau decorated the new abbey of Saint Gall
with appropriate embellishments about the year 850.!
Under the superintendence of monastic masters, the
arts and sciences, during the Middle Ages, were cultivated
and developed within the walls of cloisters ; there it was
that practical knowledge was preserved, which, consider-
ing the lamentable ignorance pervading the nations of
Europe, could receive no encouragement from the laity.
From these religious institutions, therefore, as a central
point, diverged the light of future ages. Wherever
churches were built, or other ccclesiastical edifices, it had
become essential that the cloister brethren should be
called to assist in furthering the work, and lend a helping
hand in executing details; and having, in all lands, but
one religious faith, they accordingly propagated one style
of architecture, for which they persistently labored in
unison ;* and since the formation of the monastic schools,
as above related, the members worked conjointly in such

de Reichenau.  David, Ibid., p. 78. There can be no doubt that at this epoch
nearly all of the guilds of builders or Byzantine corporations had so fur sub-
jected themselves to church discipline as to be under complete ecclesiastical
control. At first, perhaps, secular artificers, from necessity, were received into
the monasteries or convents as the most available places for lodging during
the time they were occupied in the construction of buildings, and whatever
details or secrets of art were possessed by these travelling architects readily
passed into the possession of the monks. At all events, there is every prob-
ability that churchmen of those ages accepted the usual means of securing
such knowledge from the builders, by gradual advancement and strict sub-
ordination, which svstem thoroughly harmonized with the professed discipline
of monastic institutions, The members of ecclesiastical organizations, as we
shall presently sce, were incorporated with these bodies and directed their
labors as master architects. See Hope, Feray on Architecture, Vol. 1., p. 233,

1 Gorling, Geschichte der Mahlerei, Bd. 1., p. 205,

2 Wo Kirchen und andere geistliche Gebatide von nithen, dahin wurden
Klosterbriider berufen, die Werke zu forderen und hiilfreiche Hand zu leisten.
Und wie die Klosterbriider in allen Linden durch eine Religion fest vereint
waren, g0 hatten sie auch nur eine Kunst, u. s. w. Stieglitz, Geschichte der
Baukunst, p. 486.
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fraternities,! and executed all plans upon identical rules
and fixed principles, this may serve to explain the curious
fact that, except in few instances, the name of a single
master builder seldom appears: they all worked upon
enterprises which were simply an integral portion of a
vast and universal whole.

In the tenth century, art schools had assumed the
appearance of a widely. extended association, whose sole
purpose, under ecclesiastical direction, was the construction
and ornamentation of religious houses. At Reichenau,
on Lake Constance, in Switzerland, Hadamor was distin-
guished for his artistic attainments, and as a proficient
and skilled patron of art, the Abbot Witigono, in the time
of Otto III., was unexcelled. At Regensburg existed a
celebrated school of art, where Archbishop Thumo exer-
cised his talents as an artist. Prague was the seat of an
institution of this character; and one also in the cloister
at Mur, which was especially prized on account of the
gkill of its artificers. Bishop Sigismund, of Halberstadt,
at this period delineated on the walls of Merseburg
Castle the celebrated paintings which represented Henry
the Fowler in battle with the Hungarians.? In North
Germany, at Hildesheim, Bernward, bishop of the diocese,
was renowned for his architectural skill and knowledge
of plastic art. e constructed St. Michel’s church, and
furnished it with doors which he cast from molten brass.
Bishop Meiswerk instituted an influential art school at
Paderborn, and strove to rival Bernward in his artistic

! According to Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. I, p. 233, the early refugee
Greek architects were admitted into the lodges and increasing circles of filia-
tions of the Byzantine builders. The gradual increase of art knowledge,
communicated as above mentioned to the clergy by these corporations, ulti-
mately allowed the church to have a dominant control over and in whatever
direction these guilde of artificers, whether composed in part or entirely of
monastic or lay members, were ordered by ecclesiastical authority. They con-
tributed powerfully both to the mechanical and moral improvement of new
localities, ? Gorling, Geschichte der Mahlerei, Bd. 1., p. 205,

6 D
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attainments.! Painting on glass, whose probable invention
Emeric David® assigns to the tenth century, seems to
have made rapid progress under the fostering care of the
monasteries ; and for this purpose the Dukes of Normandy
granted them important concessions. Guilliame, an abbé
at Dijon, in France, assumed the religious control of forty
cloisters in this century, and organized in each a school
for instruction in fine arts; and for many years he Lad
under his tuition a numerous body of monks, who, in
turn, became masters.®> At Salerno, the Benedictine monks
crected a church to the Virgin. Jean,* chief of the abbey
at Farfa, superintended a chapel which was dedicated to
St. Peter. Towards the year 950, the illustrious Notker
lived in the cloister of St. Gall; he excelled as a painter,
physician, and poet. Hugues, of the convent of Moutier-
en-Der, in the yecar 990, is described as a painter and sculp-
tor, whose skill reproduced the church decorations of
Salons-sur-Marne, which time had rendered invisible. St.
Dunstan,® bishop of Canterbury, contemporary with these
ecclesiastics, had the reputation of being a skilful manu-
facturer of musical instruments, and a clever artist.

! Irabanus Maurus is especially mentioned by Gorling, Geschichte der Mahl-
erei, Bd. 1., p. 205, not only on account of his great skill in general accom- -
plishment, but also for the remarkable success which he attained in the use of
symbolic ornamentation,

? Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age,p.79. See note (3), same page, for a
full and learned discussion of this subject.

3 Abbé Guillaume, qui, pendant de longues années, dirigea une foule d’artistes
devenus chefs d'école & leur tour. Lacroix, Les Aris au Moyen Age, p. 360.
This distinguished artist was not only the head of a religious organization,
but also the master of an art school: et devint chef d’école d’art, aussi bien
que chef religieux. Lacroix, loc. cit.

4In a citation by David, ut sup., pp. 82-3, from Aecgid. De Gest. Pontif.
Leod., Tome VIII., p. 597, etc., Abbe Jean was a native of Italy: Italiae natu
pollens, and brought to Saint Gall by Otho III.

8 Emeric David, Histoirede la Peinture, pp. 82-3. Berington, Literary History
of the Middle Ages, pp. 199, 242-3, adverts to the attainments of the last cleric,
but acknowledges the general sterility of culture in England at this epoch.
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The disastrous consequences which followed the Nor-
man invasions, in a measure checked the further advance-
ment of art in Europe. From the beginning of the ninth
until the commencement of the tenth century, with fre-
quent intervals, England and France, and large portions of
Germany, were devastated by uncivilized Northern in-
vaders. Abbeys and convents, on account of their wealth,
seem to have been special objects of destruction,' and, as
a result, an almost total suspension of architectural labor,
during that time, naturally ensued.? When, however,
these inroads had nearly ceased, the disasters caused by
such invasions indirectly served the progress of archi-
tecture and sculpture. A new and completer system of
constructions, demanded by the exigencies of public wor-
ship, and better adapted to the rising elegance of church
service, immediately came in vogue.® This epoch evinces
a decided tendency to depart from the simple ornamenta-
tion in church architecture which had obtained from the
time of Charlemagne; and it was at this period that art
schools were organized on the extensive scale to which we
have adverted in the case of Guilliame, abbé of Saint
Benique, at Dijon, who became the master of such an insti-
. tution as well as the religious head of an abbey.*

The style of development in architecture or painting,
which had begun to exhibit a growing tendency to trans-
formation, received a decided Byzantine impulse in Ger-
many in the year 972, when Otto II. brought a spouse, the
Grecian princess Theophania, to share his throne. The
connection of the German empire with Byzantium, which
hitherto had been more or less remote, was now directly
established. This royal personage, who appeared unto the
astonished vision of her German subjects in all the splen-

! Depping, Histoire des Expéditions maritimes des Normands, draws a ter-
rible picture of these barbarous devastations in Germany.

2 Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 358,

8 Lacroix, Ibid., pp. 359-60. ¢ Lacroix, Ibid., p. 360.
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dor of Oriental trappings, was also accompanied by Greek
artists. Notwithstanding Byzantine influence in art is
perceptible at this late period in Germany, it does not
appear to have entirely subdued that tendency to the tran-
sitional style to which we referred above ; but the inclina-
tion to an increased symbolism in the elaboration of sacred
edifices prominently appears, and of a kind which Gor-
ling' asserts to be radically unbyzantine, and which was es-
sentially an outgrowth of the social necessities of Northern
Europe. Other elements, deducible from gradually devel-
oped causes of action, — more recent symbolic allusions and
combinations,— now strike the attention. A steady effort
for the expression of new thought, elaborated upon such
principles as to bring out the individuality of the artist,
continually recurs. As this tendency to a Northern or
Gothic symbolism in architectural and plastic art made its
appearance at the close of the tenth century, and coming
8o closely upon the time when the fraternity of builders
passed from the immediate control of the monasteries, it
is significant, and can serve some purpose in pointing out,
with tolerable accuracy, the period at which the well-
defined Teutonic symbolism, which has descended to our
day, became solidly and ineradicably incorporated with
the formal observances current among the Middle Age
lodges.?

The opinion, that the expiration of the one thousandth
year of the Christian era was the time limited for the

! Geschichte der Muhlerei, Theil I., p. 207. Durchans unbyzantinisch und
specicll dem Norden Europas angehdrend ist das allenthalben sich vordriin-
gende Element neuer Bewegungsmotive, neuer symbolischen Beziige und
Combinationen.

2 The junction of the Eastern and Western systems, which still exist in the
internal operations of lodge work, unquestionably occurred in Northern Italy
while under Gothic and Longobardic rule; and, as subsequent contact with
European society moulded the two elements conjointly, a homogeneous result,
as will be seen in Part II. of this book, was evolved by the substitution policy
of the Christian church.
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duration of the world, caused a temporary decline of art.
All Europe was preparing for this much-dreaded event,
which, however, was to attest the triumph of the religion
of Christ. Further progress in repairing churches was
stayed, and many edifices,in anticipation of the millennium,
were suffered to remain in ruins.' When this epoch passed
away without unusual incident, confidence in the unlim-
ited existence of the universe gradually returned, and
brought with it a rapid revival of the fine arts —a new
zeal animated princes and prelates; they panted with an
earnest desire to signalize themselves by pious enterprises.’
Each school of art labored diligently to aid in accomplish-
ing this purpose, and, at this time, the most remarkable
monuments of Roman architecture arose throughout Eu-
rope.

! Emeric David, Histoire de la Peinture, p. 107, 3 David, Ibid., p. 108.
b* :




CHAPTER V.

SoctaL. CHANGES IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY — INDIVIDUALIZING

TENDENCIES OF THE MIDDLE AGES— FEUDAL SYSTEM — STRUGGLE
FOR PERSONAL LIBERTY — FREEMASONRY PRESERVES THE CHARAC-
TERISTIC8 OF THIS EPoCH — COMMUNAL OR GUILDIC PRIVILEGES As-
SERTED — RAPID SPREAD OF MECHANICAL GUILDS OR SOCIETIES —
FIRsT GENERAL DEVELOPMENT IN TOWNS AND CrITIES — CORPORA-
TIONS OF TRADESMEN AND IMMUNITIES — EARLY CHARTER TO CoM-
MUNE — LAYMEN ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE OF BUILDING ART FROM
EcCLESIASTICS — LAY ARTISANS BECOME CLOSELY UNITED.

5?: RJLTHOUGH the Church still retained its influence,
%ﬁg and possessed unbounded power over the religions
, aeé belief of the people, a gradual change in the
=2 =1 social condition of European countries had taken
place, which, early in the eleventh century, began to
assume a definite form. In various portions of Europe,
particularly in the south of France, Northern Italy, and in
Germany, the municipal regulations, as established under
the Roman empire, had, in a measure, retained their effec-
tiveness.! These municipalities seem to have exerted a
mighty and preponderating influence in adding to the
material interests of those countries, and appear to have
been centres around which commerce and trades were first
developed into a vigorous activity. Early in the eleventh

century, the feudal system was firmly established, and the
possessor of a fief, large or small, assumed, within the

! Savigny, Geschichte des Rimischen Rechts, Theil 1., cap. iii., may be advan-
tageously consulted on this subject.
54
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boundaries of his domain, all the rights and prerogatives
of a sovereign power. No external authority could dictate
laws, exact imposts, collect taxes, or administer justice in
his territory. The proprietorship alone carried with it all
these powers.! In the Middle Ages, the condition of
social life was, in many respects, deplorable ; and although
the morale of the people may have been decidedly inferior
to that of our own time, yet, in general, the individuality
of men was unlimited, and their will energetic. General
ideas, which exercise a dominion over the minds of man-
kind, and control the spirit without regard to time or
place, existed then in a limited degree. Each individual
employed his energies for himself exclusively, according
to personal inclination, — irregularly, without doubt, but
with bold confidence.? That central, supreme, and uniform
power which distinguished the governments of antiquity,
was destroyed by the Northern invaders. It is true, that
Charlemagne attempted to reproduce it, and, by the ex-
ercise of an audacious sovereignty, he temporarily suc-
ceeded ; after his death, it dissolved before the native
Germanic individuality, which reappeared in primitive
vigor. The imperial administration which the Carlovin-
gian king endeavored to create, still retained vitality,
upon a narrower scale, in the separate and individual
governments of petty sovereigns, who had divided their
territories into smaller miniature empires, in which, so far
as political authority was involved, they were absolute.®
Ecclesiastical power, from the tenth century, struggled,
aud with much success, to consummate the abdication of
the freedom of human intelligence and the unquestioned
recognition of spiritual interposition in temporal society.*

! Au XI* sidcle, la féodalité une fois établie, le possessear de fief grand ou
petit, avait dans ses dominions tous les droits de la souverainté. Guizot, His-
toire de la Civilisation en France, Tome IIL, p. 262.

? Guizot, Ibid., Tome IIL, p. 232.

3 Guizot, Ibid., Tome IL., pp. 389, 391. ¢ Guizot, I'bid., p. 398,
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The Church, in the eleventh century, passed to a condition
of theocratic and monastic government. This result was
mainly due to the energy and policy of Gregory VIL. Co-
incident in point of time with his attempt to submit the
civil world to the Church and the Church to the papacy,
.for the purpose of reform and progress, an effort of a simi-
lar nature was inaugurated in the very heart of the monas-
teries. The necessity of a more thorough discipline, of
greater order, and a stricter morality, had for a long time
been apparent. And while the clergy sought to crush out,
beneath the weight of ecclesiastical censure,all independence
of mind ; while it pressed with urgency to organize society,
both civil and clerical, upon uniform and unvarying prin-
ciples, whose application coptemplated the undisputed au-
tocracy of the Holy Father and the submissive compliance
of church and people ; and while the monastic institutions
were reformed in their morals, there were bold and defiant
intellects, such as Abelard, John Erigena, and others, who
asserted the inherent right of human reason to pass judg-
ment upon ideas. The importance of this first attempt at
liberty, and to free the mind from the crushing influence
at work to trammel intelligence, within the limits of uni-
form church discipline, was quickly felt. The Romish
church became alarmed, and declared an uncompromising
warfare at once against the new reformers whose doctrines
menaced the successful unifying of society. It was the
eleventh century which witnessed the explosion of eccle-
siastical wrath upon these free-thinkers. Although nu-
merous councils condemned them, still their principles
survived.!

! Guizot, Histoire Générale de la Civilisation en Europe, pp. 184, 187. The
agitations which actively fermented both civil and ecclesiastical society at this
epoch, undoubtedly forced the builders, who, as yet, were simply associated, and
under sacerdotal control, into a closer organization. When these constructors
definitely withdrew from direct clerical authority, it was essential that they
should be united by mutual oaths, in order to strengthen their association.
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Another element which entered largely into the body
politic of mediseval society, was a Teutonic contribution.
Although the subdivisions of territory, which were made
in the organization of the feudal system, created a dis-
tinction between the nobleman, who arrogated all the
powers of a sovereign prince, and the various descending
grades of subordinate officers down to the humble vassals,
still the aristocratic principle and the inequality which
accompanied these distinctions had not destroyed, as be-
tween the chief and his companions, all ancient relations
of right and liberty. In the tenth century, the Germanic
element of modern society still retained the doctrine of
national assemblies, the right of men to govern themselves,
and certain ideas, certain sentiments of personal indepen-
dence, ingrafted in the bosom of a system entirely aristo-
cratic. At the close of the tenth century, various combi-
nations, faint traditions of imperial authority, descended
from the disintegration of the Roman empire ; the efforts
of the Church to establish and perpetuate a society, each
member of which, whether lay or ecclesiastical, should be,
8o to speak, run in the same mould; and the individual-
ism characteristic of the German nations, preserving un-
altered, through varying changes, clearly-defined ideas of
personal right and liberty ! — it is, we say, only at the ter-
mination of the tenth century, that the fermentation had
ceased, and that the amalgamated discordant elements have
united to form a well-regulated, in a word, modern society.
These great results, which the vast erudition of M. Guizot
has established, attest the authenticity of an important
fact, which bears immediately upon the internal and or-
ganic functions of the fraternity of Freemasons. In.its

1 Les éléments fondamentaux, essentiels de la civilisation moderne en gén-
éral, et en particulier de la civilisation frangaise, se réduisent  trois: le monde
romain, le monde chrétien, et le monde germanique; Pantiquité,le chris-
tianisme et la barbarie. Guizot, Histoire de la Civilisation en France, Tome II.,
p- 388. :
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organization, Freemasonry presents the indisputable evi-
dence of having existed at a period when the three prin-
cipal elements enumerated above were slowly amalgamat-
ing. It possesses the absolutism of a Roman autocrat in
the person of a Master clothed with the emblems of power;
it has the unifying idea of a single religious belief, which
is essentially a fundamental principle, and has always con-
stituted an indispensable portion of Masonic government.
Finally, it retains the Germanic freedom and liberty of
action in the varied nature of its elective prerogatives.

At the same time that the component parts of modern
civilization, about the beginning of the eleventh century,
had become fairly fused, another movement, none the less
significant in its influence, began to assume formidable
proportions, viz., the movement of enfranchising com-
munes, or the authority of towns to regulate their internal
affairs without foreign interference ; and also the right of
freedom from many of the numerous imposts levied upon
tradespeople, who composed almost exclusively the mem-
bers of such corporations. When the feudal regime had
become settled, a new activity began to evince itself in the
small villages, which were either descended from the
Roman empire or developed originally around the walls
of a church or chateau, and a certain taste for progress
or amelioration displayed itself. In order to satisfy this in
a measure, commerce and industry reappeared in the towns
of the feudal domains — wealth and population returned
there again, slowly at first, but they returned. Among
the circumstances which materially increased their num-
bers, according to Guizot,! was the right of sanctuary or
security within ecclesiastical walls. Prior to the time that
safety in a commune could be afforded alone behind im-
penetrable butments and fortified stone, or by irresistible
force, an asylum to the refugee, whether of high or low

! Histoire Générale de la Civilisation en Europe, p. 199,
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estate, nobleman or serf, was assured beneath the buckler
of religion. Extortions of the nobility from the burgesses
redoubled during the tenth century.! Against these ex-
actions the commons raised many complaints, which, how-
ever, passed unheeded, and made the lack of security more
keenly felt. The merchant who peddled his wares into
the territory of neighboring princes was not permitted to
reénter his own village without personal danger and
heavy taxes? At the very moment industry began to
thrive, was precisely the time when safety was most
wanted. During the course of this century the towns
gradually acquired more force, more wealth, and greater
interests to defend. In proportion to the increase of their
wealth, the exactions of the nobility were equally rapa-
cious; and although at this period there does not appear
to have existed a regularly organized force, seeking to
check the grievous oppressions of their rulers, still the
ever-recurring spectacle of the individual will refusing to
submit presents itself.

Following in the wake of the quiet and unobtrusive
influences of time, almost unnoticed in Germany, the same
tendency to an emancipation from the control of aris-
tocratic noblemen manifests itself. As late as the year
1073, but little freedom existed in the rural districts;*
everywhere appeared the same squalid tillers of the soil,
who passed, with the grant of the freehold, as so much
cattle, while others dragged out a miserable livelihood.
Things were on a more favorable basis in the towns,

' Guizot, Histoire Générale de la Civilisation en Europe, p. 201.

? Les marchands, aprés avoir fait leur tournée, ne pouvaient rentrer en paix
dans leur ville; les routes, les avenues étaient sans cesse assiégées par le seign-
eur et ses hommes. Guizot, ubi supra, p. 201.

3 Guizot, Ibid.,, p. 213. With such dangers threatening civil and relig-
ious society, it is easy to infer for what purpcse travelling builders should
ultimately desire to organize themselves into an oath-bound fraternity.

¢ Auf dem Lande herrschte auch im Yahre 1073 noch keine Freiheit. Wirth,
Geschichte der Deutschen, Bd. I1., p. 92,
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because, by means of their mechanical occupation, the
tradespeople rendered themselves independent of agricul-
tural labors. Manual labor was especially contemned by
the owners of landed estates, particularly as, according to
the spirit of the old constitution, the ranks of artificers
must be recruited from the social grade of bondsmen.
Under such circumstances, it cannot be presumed that
tradesmen had much influence in public affairs. On the
contrary, for the purpose of reminding them of their
servile descent, grinding taxes and heavy imposts were
exacted, which, moreover, preserved the identity between
them and the agrarian serf! Portions of land encom-
passed by the town walls were the property of either
princes, bishop, or the emperor, and whenever an artisan
erected his dwelling there, such residence brought with it
a milder form of service. To all outward appearances, the
tradesman’s condition in the town was but little removed
from that of the provincial serf on his owner’s lands, yet,
in fact, it was far preferable. Opportunities for greater
service abundantly offered themselves, and, by a persistent
zeal, steady industry, and scrupulous economy, such persons
were ultimately able to become independent of these bur-
dens, or in some manner cease to be subject to them. In
the provinces, the serf was in reality the artisan for his
lord ; but the community of interests, which welded the

! Die Handarbeit wurde auch damals von den Grundherren noch tief ver-
achtet, und die Geschlechter in den Stidten konnten ihren Adel nur durch
strenge Vermeidung eines biirgerlichen Gewerbes bewahren. Nach dem Geiste
der siten Verfassung muszten die Handwerker aus dem Stande der Leibeignen
hervorgehen. Wirth, Geschichte der Deutschen, Bd. 1., pp. 92-3. According
to this author, op. cit., p. 93, the class of laborers indicated in the text were
not authorized to adjudicate difficulties arising among themselves, nor per-
mitted to select officers or judges from their caste. The character of the
handicraft performed by monastic builders, and their connection with church
government, no doubt afforded opportunities of extending their privileges,
and secured greater concessions than the more servile craftsmen, whose limited
skill necessarily made them less desirable workmen.
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tradespeople together in towns or cities, afforded an oppor-
tunity for a mutual protection, and also, by a free inter-
change of thought and constant contact, the advantages of
increasing in artistic cleverness. As a result, the city
artist, who had reached a degree of skill in his trade
which was impossible with the rural workman, secured
the patronage® of nobility, whose increasing demands for
fine goods and skilled workmanship in ornate garments,
elegant armor, weapons, etc., materially advanced his in-
terests.? Following the example of his illustrious father,
Otto I. had encouraged commerce in addition to granting
numerous concessions, freeing the trades from many local
imposts. .

During the tenth and eleventh centuries, commerce had
increased to such extent that a lively trade sprung up on
the Elbe and Rhine. Wirth?® alleges that in the year 979,
by a law of King Ethelred II., certain privileges were con-
ceded to German merchants. Through the agencies of
these various causes, a gradual accumulation of wealth by
the citizens of towns and cities made the extortions of the
nobility more irritating, and led to frequent insurrections,
which ended in granting communal charters.* Previous
to the investiture of citizenship in a chartered community,
each person was obliged to swear faithfully to preserve
the commune. Magistrates were nominated in a public
assembly convoked by sound of a bell. After the election
had taken place, the convocation dissolved, not to meet
again until new elections were called. The magistrate

1 So wollten Bischife und Edelleute ihren S8chmuck von den biirgerlichen
Arbeitern beziehen, wodurch denn diesen ein betriichtlicher Verdienst zuging.
Wirth, Geschichte der Deutschen, Theil II., p. 94.

? Les possesseurs des domaines, au milieu desquels elles étaient situées re-
connurent qu'ils profitaient de leur prospérité et avaient intérét & en seconder
le développement. Guizot, Histoire de la Civilisation en France, Tome 1V.,
p. 214.

% @eschichte der Deutschen, Bd. 11., p. 94. )

¢ Guizot, Histoire Générale de la Civilisation en Europe, p. 203,

6
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governed almost alone, and without responsibility, until
his term of office expired, or was checked by a popular
emeute, which constituted the grand corrective of those
ages.! Quizot? gives in full a charter granted to the city
of Orleans, which is, perhaps, the earliest document pre-
served, wherein certain concessions are made, some of
which relieve the citizens for the future from an exaction
of wine tollage during vintage season. This charter was
issued in the year 1057.

Two causes powerfully codperated at this epoch to

-, wrest the exclusive possession of architectural and plastic

art from the monasteries and cloister brethren, who hith-
erto had retained the entire control of it, the first of
which was the acquisition of enormous wealth by the con-
vents and abbeys. Consequently, religious service had
become, in the hands of the clergy, a mere mummery, and
an instrument whereby the laity could be held in sub-
jugation. Luxury and dissipation crept within walls
which, for centuries, were regarded by credulous minds as
invested with the odor of sanctity.® Dissolute habits
sapped the nervous energy with which the ecclesiastics
had labored to attract the popular mind by the elegance
of churches and chapels, and nearly all spiritual knowl-
edge was ignored. Notwithstanding there were many
monks withal, who continued to prosecute the construc-
tion of sacred edifices, and adorn them with an intense
and zealous assiduity, the alteration of monastic discipline
* and the new social condition of laymen of this age per-
mitted the exclusive possession of art to pass from their
control.* The second of the causes to which we have

! Guizot, Histoire Générale de la Civilisation en Europe, p. 217.

3 Histoire de la Civilisation en France, Tome IV., p. 388,

3 Stieglitz, Geschichte der Bankunst, p. 520.

¢ Da traten Kiinstler auszerhalb der Klgster auf, und das ganze Wesen der
Kunst nahm eine andere Gestalt an. Stieglitz, in loc. cit. Lay brethren were
regularly accepted into ruch fraternal relations upon petition presented to a
chapter of monks. Fosbroke, British Monachism, p. 191,
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alluded was the gradual change which had taken place
in the regulation of conventual institutions early in the
eleventh century. At first none were admitted to fellow-
ship with the monks except such as consecrated them-
selves to the practical duties of priesthood. By the alter-
ation referred to, any one might be received as a bro-
ther, without being compelled to assume monkish attire,
or to take the usual vows. These neophytes performed
the domestic duties incident to monasteries, and in their
hands was entrusted all manual labor.! It will be seen
that in this way laymen could acquire a thorough and
practical knowledge of the various arts and mechanical
trades taught in the abbeys; and through these lay brethren,
the general principles of art which were obtained within
the wails of monasteries, extended to persons not imme-
diately connected with the cloisters.

The progress which the industrial arts had made in
the cities of Germany, was assisted by the establishment
of free communes, where branches of trade were more
securely followed. However, the constant warfare waged
between the artisans and nobility, which ended in the
several concessions as previously stated, demanded a closer
union of the citizens, both to successfully terminate their
struggles for individual freedom, and to maintain the
privileges wrung from determined oppressors with so
great labor. And at a time when, amidst the almost

! Da gab es erstlich Laienbriider, die in allen Stiicken mit den Ménchen
sich nach der eingefiihrten Zuchtordnung richteten und nur nicht zu Priestern
geweiht wurden. Endlich Geschenkie oder Geopferte, welche ohne Manchs-
rock und ohne Geliibde im Kléster mitlebten, ihm ihre Habe zubrachten und
nachlieszen, auch anstatt der Monche, die néthigen Handarbeiten und wirth-
schaftlichen Dienste verrichteten. Henke, Kirchengeschichte, Bd. I1., p. 177.
Vide Du Cange, Gloss. Med. et Infim. Lat., sub voce, Oblati. The Oblali, in
token of submission, bound a bell-rope about their necks. Fosbroke, Bruish
Monachism, chap. xxx., gives much valuable information touching the regu-
lations enjoined upon these lay brethren while at work within the monastic
shops.
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total disregard of personal rights and the unnumbered
~acts of violence; when royal authority was openly defied,
and was confessedly powerless to repress outrages to
which people were daily subjected, then it was that citi-
zens were compelled to associate themselves into more
intimate organizations, driven by instinct of self-preser-
vation, in order to maintain their property and preserve
their personal security.'

! Als nimlich in den Zeiten allgemeiner Umgriffe und Gewaltthiitigkeiten,
wo es den Konigen an nachdriicklichen Zwangs-und Vollstreckungsmitteln
zur Selbsthiilfe genothigt waren, behaupteten diese ihr Eigenthum und ihre
Sicherheit mit dem Waffen. Ungewitter, Geschichte des Handels und der In-
dustrie, p. 233. So far as the origin of guilds is concerned, there can be no
question that their existence is coeval with the Teutonic constitution. Wilda,
Das Gilden Wesen, pp. 3, 212; Lacroix, Moeurs et Usages, p. 52; also, Toulman
Smith, English Guilds, pp. 73-79. See, also, chapter on Guilds in the subse-
quent part of this work.




CHAPTER VL

PROPAGATION OF SOCIETIES OR GUILDS FOR MUTUAL PROTECTION —
CoNCEssIONS TO GUILDIC TRADESMEN — MEDIZEVAL CRAFTSMEN OR-
GANIZED INTO MUTUAL-HELP ASSOCIATIONS — THEIR IMPORTANCE
AND EXTENT — UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS TO DESTROY THEM — RIGHT
OF INTERNAL GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZED.

HE eleventh century was the epoch at which, as
9 previously stated, the various elements of modern
society had amalgamated and assumed their rela-

> tive proportions in the universal mass of the
body politic. Among the prominent features of this
transformation, that individualizing tendency, already
mentioned, is noticeably apparent, and nowhere does this
characteristic betray itself so strikingly as in the rapid
spread of guilds or associations of artificers and others,
voluntarily formed for purposes of mutual protection ; and
nothing, perhaps, has so largely contributed to the in-
crease of power and significance, to the foundation of the
freedom and importance of mechanical labor, as these
societies or fraternities. Divested of the many abuses
which resulted from the development of these guilds, in
their relation to public affairs, inestimable advantage was
derived from the intimate connection which necessarily
existed between the apprentices and their masters. The
apprentice was received into the bosom of his master’s
family upon a footing of equality, and the mistress of the
house regarded him as a son.! What a vast distinction is

! Friedrich von Raumer, Geschichte der Hohenstaufen, Bd. V., p. 309.
6* E 65
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here between the servile labor of the Roman tradesman;
the hopeless task of the land-bound artist prior to the
eleventh century, and the ennobled apprentice, who, on
equal terms, worked under the parental guidance of a free
master !!

In the year 1061, Philip I. of France instituted a
guild of tallow-chandlers, which, according to Von
Raumer? is the earliest of record. It was established
four years after the charter® enfranchising the city of
Orleans, in 1057, was granted by Henry L., and, in a
measure, confirms the assumption that the same spirit of
personal liberty which wrung this warrant from the royal
prerogatives, also compelled a recognition of the declared
rights of these humble tallow-chandlers! In the twelfth
century, guilds had spread with marvellous rapidity*
throughout Europe, and were composed of nearly every
trade or occupation. In the year 1106, the fishmongers
associated at Worms, and were permitted the exercise of
certain privileges.® Among the leading occupations in-
corporated into guilds® of this age, in Italy, were mer-

! A cant expression, much used during the Middle Ages.

?Im Yahr 1061 (dic elteste) fiir Lichtzieher von Philip I. Von Raumer,
loc. cit. n. (5). Winzer, Die deutschen Bruderschaften des Mittelalters, p. 42, says
a charter was in the possession of a guild of fishermen, at Ravenna, about the
commencement of the tenth century. He does not, however, properly au-
thenticate the assertion. It appears that Otto 111, at the request of the Bishop
of Pisa, conceded to the merchants of Asti greater facilities for their business,
but nothing of a charter is mentioned. Gia nel 992 Ottore 1II. avea conce-
duto ai mercatanti d’Asti ampia facoltd, ete. Cibrario, Frammenti Storici, pp.
216-17.

3 As this charter of Henri I., in the year 1057, possesses an interest on
account of its remote antiquity, and is, perhaps, the earliest royal concession
preserved, I refer the reader to Guizot, Histoire de la Civilisation en France,
Tome IV, p. 307, where it may be found.

4 Von Raumer, Geschichte der Hohenstaufen, Bd. V., p. 309.

5Im Yahre 1106, Fischerinnung in Worms; 1134, Tuchmacher und
Kiischner in Quedlenburg. Von Raumer, Geschichte der Hohenstaufen, Bd.
V., p. 309, n. (5).

¢ Ungewitter, Geschichte des Handels und der Industrie, pp. 234-5. This
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chants, money-changers, woollen weavers, tailors, surgeons,
apothecaries, silk workers, coachmakers, steel workers,
goldsmiths, carpenters, stonecutters and masons.! These
guilds or trades’ unions, uniting the several branches of
business or industry, exercised almost unlimited control
over the political concerns of various European cities.
Combined originally for mutual aid and protection, these
societies ultimately developed into closely organized cor-
porations.? To such an extreme were their presumptions
carried, that, in the year 1273, in the city of Pistoja,
their privileges were revoked, and the associations opened
to the public. In Perugia, on account of their vast
political influence having been unduly exerted in favor
of his opponent, Pope Innocence IV., for whose cause
contributions of money were made by them, they were
suppressed by Gregory IX.* In Denmark, in the time of
Canute, these brotherhoods had the power to elect a pre-
siding officer: they had also a secretary, halls to meet in,
independent judicial powers, and formal processes for
compulsory attendance.! Von Raumer asserts® that this
right of election was universal among the guilds, and
sometimes a protector, usually a person of high standing
and noble birth,® was selected to represent their interests

author uses the worda Steinmetzen and Maurer to signify the same profession.
Vide Machiavelli, [storie Fiorentine, Tomo L., pp. 402-3, etc.

! For additional information on the subject of Italian guilds, see Von
Raumer, ut supra, Bd. I'V., p. 336.

* Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in ihrer wahren Bedeutung, p. 227.

® Von Raumer, Geschichte der Hohenstaufen, Bd. V., p. 98, and Wilda, Das
Gilden Wesen im Mittelalter, pp. 40, 174-5, for government measures against
guilds; also Unger, Die Altdeutsche Gerichis-verfassung, p. 68.

¢ Dahlmann, Geschichte von Dinnemark, Bd. I1T1., p. 13.

& Geschichte der Hohenstaufen, V., p. 311. The majority of voices under the
master's rulings usually decided questions which came before these bodies.
In der Zunft entschied gewdhnlich die Mehrheit der Stimmen unter dem
Vorsits eines Altmeisters. Ibid.

¢ Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in ihrer wahren Bedeulung, p. 279, says Masonic
guilds had no patrons. He is clearly in error, as we shall presently sce. Con-
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in the councils of the cities. In the year 1155, Louis VII.,
king of France, issued his royal warrant to the butchers
at Etampes, revoking certain imposts and contributions
which had been levied upon them by the sergeants of the
city, the prevot, and others. A few years later, among
the concessions made to the tradesmen of the same city,
it was set forth in a charter of Louis VIL that, in future,
the wax merchants should only be assessed a denier (less
than a penny) on their wares, and this but once a year.
At the beginning of the thirteenth century, Philip Augus-
tus made an important concession to the weavers of the
same place.! We shall have occasion hereafter to refer
more at length to this charter.

sult upon this Wilda, Gilden Wesen, p. 333, and Krause, Kunsturkunden, Theil
IL, Abt. 1, p. 107, and Winzer, Die deutschen Bruderschafien des Mittelalters,
p- 30.

! Guizot, Histoire de la Civilisation en France, Tome 1V., pp. 327-322. This
charter conceded the right of duelling among the members. If the combat
occurred in consequence of some grave infraction of the law, the victor was
entitled to a pecuniary reward: le champion vainqueur ne recevra pas plus de
trente-deux sous, ele.



CHAPTER VIL

GuiLDS OF FREEMASONS IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY — BUILDING ART
PASSES FROM THE CHURCH TO ORGANIZED CRAFTSMEN — ECCLESIASTICS
STILL FORM PART OF MASONIC BODIES— VAST STRUCTURES ERECTED
IN THIS AND ENSUING CENTURIES — SKILLED WORKMEN ALONE AD-
MITTED AMONG FREEMASONS — THEY WORK ON UNIFORM PLANS AND
PRESERVE TRADITIONAL TYPES — DEGREES OF APPRENTICE, FELLOW,
OR COMPANION, AND MASTER — RELIGIOUS TENDENCY OF MEDLEVAL
MASONS — SALUTARY EFFECT OF THESE CRAFTSMEN ON ARCHITEC-
TURE — THEY GO FROM PROVINCE TO PROVINCE, CONSTRUCTING SA-
CRED AND OTHER EDIFICES.

FEFERENCE has already been made to the manner

)| in which the laity acquired a general familiarity
with the principles of art during the eleventh
century. It was at this epoch that the guilds,
or associations of constructors or Freemasons, assumed a
definite position in mediseval society.! Architectural art,
which previously had remained the exclusive property of
the cloisters, passed from the possession of monastic work-
men into the control of artists outside of conventual walls.?

1 C’est A cette époque, c’est-d-dire au onzidme sidcle . . . . que se formerent
les premilres associations de constructeurs, dont les abbés et les prélats fai-
saient eux-mémes partie. Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 390,

3 Da traten auszerhalb der Kldster auf, und das ganze Wesen der Kunst nahm
eine andere Gestalt an. Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 520. Luebke,
QGeschichte der Architectur, p. 340, says that this transition occurred about the
twelfth century, and from this time henceforth art knowledge was preserved
in close organizations of Freemasons. Ibid., 464. The frequent mention of
monk workmen among the Middle Age Freemasons leads Krause to the conclu-
sion that a union occurred after the change above adverted to. It is not proba-
ble, however. Vide Die drei ltesten Kunsturkunden, Theil I., Abt. 2, p. 307.
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The entire characteristics of art, in consequence of this move-
ment, assumed another form. Architecture, no longer ex-
clusively cultivated in secluded monasteries and wrought
out with a greater or lesser degree of skill in proportion to
the standard of excellence attained by clerical workmen, had
now become the property of artificers, who, closely joined
together in guilds, worked in strict accordance with gener-
ally-established and well-understood principles, and with a
rigid adherence to certain rules which had descended to
them from remoter ages.! Of these associations, the abbés
and prelates necessarily formed a part. These guilds of
builders were essentially composed of men bound together
by a religious vow.? Consequently, when the insecurity
of those ages demanded a closer association of skilled
labor, these fraternities of comstructors or masons were
reorganized under the influence and direction of church dis-
cipline® At this period the increasing demand for the
erection and decoration of cathedrals and other houses of
religious worship necessitated the employment of work-
men both practical and conversant with the details of art.
The enthusiasm for the construction of churches and
abbeys which surged up during the eleventh century, ren-
dered it essential that a larger number of artisans should
be employed than at any time prior to this era. When
the opening year of the eleventh century had reassured
the superstitious spirit of those who previously expected
a dissolution of the Universe, zealous impulses for the build-
ing of sacred edifices moved the entire Latin church. This
enthusiasm developed into a mania. In every direction
old churches were razed to the ground ; everywhere arose

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 520.

% Qui étaient essentiellement composées d’hommes liés par un voeun reli-
gieux. Lacroix, ut supra, p. 390.

8 Church exigencies, which demanded the constant exercise of the Free-

. masons’ art knowledge, will readily suggest a valid reason for the continuance

of these corporations under ecclesiastical influence.
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new edifices, vaster and more elegant than those preceding
them. In the year 1001 the church of St. Benigne and
the rotunda, still preserved at Dijon, were constructed.
At Rheims, in the year 1005; Tours, in 1012; Cambrai,
in 1020; Orleans, Limoges, and in many other towns
in France, numerous cathedrals were erected.! Robert,
king of France, alone built twenty-one churches, the
remains of which have descended to our day. Clugny
Abbey still possesses a curiously-wrought structure,
dating back to the year 1088. Thiémon, a German artist,
towards the close of the eleventh century, had signal-
ized himself as an operative mason or stonecutter.
After having enriched several convents with his handi-
craft, he was inducted into the archepiscopal see of Salz-
burg in the year 1090.2 Fine arts were still fostered in
the convents of Europe ; and, as no church could be erected
without“the consent and under the superintendence of
the diocesan bishop, none but the most skilled laborers
were accepted as workmen, nor were ordinary artisans
admitted to the highly-prized rights and privileges of
these religious associations of builders.’

From the closeness of their organizations, the guilds
were suffered, by the terms of their charters, when actually
granted, or in accordance with immemorial usage,* to reject
all who were, from ignorance or inability to learn, not
duly qualified to become members.® The earlier statuesque

! Emeric David, Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. 108.

% Thiémon, peintre, sculpteur, professeur de belles lettres, qui, aprés avoir
enrichi de ses ouvrages plusieurs convents, fut nommé en 1090 Archevéque de
Salzbourg. David, Ibid., p. 112. On the subject of distinguished persons
being proficient in the above art, and for an amusing reference to James I.,
see Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture in England, p. 116.

8 Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 390.

¢ It has been clearly demonstrated, by the best authorities on the subject of
guilds, that there were no original charters calling such bodies into existence.
Toulman Smith, English Guilds, p. 128; Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen vm Mittel-
alter, p. 96.

8 Pour qu'il sache fére le mestier. Boileau, Reglements des Arts et Méiers.
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productions of this epoch frequently betray a want of skill,
and from this Stieglitz' is led to conclude that, until the
guilds of Freemasons had become more widely extended,
there was only a limited intercourse existing between the
more remote cloisters where plastic art, as we have seen,
continued to be cultivated, and that the religious artist,
thus isolated, worked according to his own models. How-
ever elevated, therefore, the artistic standard may have
been in a certain monastery, it could scarcely have exer-
cised sufficient influence to be felt upon similar institutions
situated at a remote distance. Moreover, that there were
artisans of great merit in this age, is proven by such relics
a8 have descended to us,and that the general character
of their productions was the result of personal study and
application, cannot be denied. It has been conjectured,
from the figures of our Saviour in the chancel of the church
at Wechselberg, that the Byzantine artists were the pre-
cursors of medisval artists —an assumption which, I
think, is fully corroborated by the ever-recurring Greek
types and symbols in church architecture. We have
endeavored to show how, in the early age of the Latin
church, almost all works of art were executed by these
workmen, and when the convents became possessed of
architectural and plastic arts, they mainly derived them
from the Byzantine operatives. When, therefore, this art
passed from the hands of monastic laborers into the custody
of a society of lay constructors, it carried with it all the

Manche Gewerbe waren daselbst geschlossen oder die Aufnahme hing doch
von Koniglicher und stidischer Genehmigung ab; anders durfte man treiben
sobald man nur die nothigen Kentnisse nachwies. Von Raumer, Geschichte
der Hohenstaufen, Bd. V., p. 311, Sometimes a property qualification was
essential for admission to guildic membership: et il ait coi. Boileau, u¢ supra.
A multiplicity of guilds was considered highly beneficial, both for the finan-
cial and political condition of the medimval cities. Grimm, Meistergesang,
p. 10.

! Qeschichte der Baukunst, p. 513. ? Stieglitz, Ibid., loc. cit.
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traditional types and symbols with which the ecclesiastics
invested their sacred edifices.

These guilds, in their organized form, so far at least as
was essential to their cohesion, introduced naturally such
elements, eliminated from civil society of that age, as tended
to direct their establishment to practical purposes. For
instance, Freemasonry borrowed, as before suggested, the
outlines of its constitution from the three amalgamated
principles which were fundamental in the early Middle
Ages: the autocratic, personal independence, and ecclesias-
tical. It was necessarily tinctured with the mythological
superstitions, which still retained at this period a vigorous
hold on the people of Northern Europe. As the guilds
traced their origin back into the twilight of time, and were
coeval with the first forms of Germanic society,' conse-
quently many fragments of heathen rites and observances
passed with them into succeeding mediseval fraternities.
It may therefore be safely alleged that Teutonic mythology,
from its earliest contact with the Eastern builders in the
fifth century, and through the line of centuries following,
has contributed very largely to Masonic symbolism. The
guilds of constructors or Freemasons appropriated the
several degrees which, as we have already seen, existed in
the monasteries at a very early age, viz.: Apprentice,
Fellow, and Master. Asthese fraternities were reorganized
under church patronage, they imbibed at their inception a
strong religious sentimeunt,—a characteristic which has
come down with Masonic lodges from past ages.

During the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the society of
constructors or Freemasons had become established on a
solid basis,and began to exercise a widespread and salutary
influence upon the architecture of Europe. Towards the
termination of the eleventh century, this brotherhood of

! Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen im Milttelalter, p. 3; Toulman Smith, English
Guilds, pp. 86, 73 ; Rogge, Das Gerichtswesen der Germunen, p. 61; and Unger,
Die Altdeutsche Gerichis-verfassung, pp. 47, 50.

7
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artists executed in Alsace many prodigious works of art.!
In Normandy, at the commencement of the twelfth century,
the same zeal and same extent of artistic labor are ex-
_hibited. A few of the names of these ancient builders
have been transmitted to us: Otho, who built the cathe-
dral of Séez; Garnier, that of Fécamp, and Auquetil,
who erected the minster of Petit Ville? At this epoch
the Freemasons formed a numerous and powerful corpora-
tion,® and architecture, together with many other arts, at
this time passed from the monasteries into the possession
of lay architects, organized into fraternities of Masons.
These travelled from country to country, transmitting
the traditional types of workmanship, and from this cir-
cumstance resulted that monuments of their skill, erected
at the remotest distance from each other, offered a strik-
ing analogy, and frequently a complete similitude.

1 Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 364.

% Lacroix, Ibid., pp. 364-5.

8 Les macons et sculpteurs formaient 3 cette époque une nombreuse et puis-
sante corporation. Lacroix, loc. cit.

$ C’est d’ailleurs A cette époque que Parchitecture, comme tous les autres
arts, sort des monastdres pour passer aux mains des architectes laiques, organ-
isés en confriries, voyageant d’'un pays d l’autre, et transmettant ainsi les
types traditonnels. Lacroix, ul supra, p. 401. Also, Stieglitz, Geschichte der
Baukunst, p. 528. So bildeten sich auch aus den Handwerken, welche im
Klosterverband lebend, den Ménchen bei der ausfiihrung der Bauten dienten,
genossenschaftlichen Verbruederungen aus denen sin der Folge ohne Zweifel
die Bauhiitten hervor gingen. Luebke, Geschichte der Architectur, pp. 302-340
and 464, where this distinguished archmologist asserts that, at the period above
noted, the arts passed into secret organizations, controlled by weltliche Meister
— lay masters,




CHAPTER VIIL

UNCERTAINTY OF MasoNIic HiSTORY AT THIS EPOCH — JOHN MOREAU
BuiLps MELROSE ABBEY IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY — A FRENCH
MASON — GREAT BRITAIN DEPENDS ON GALLIC CRAFTSMEN FOR BUILD-
ER8 — WILLIAM OF SENS — MOREAU, MASTER OF SCOTTISH MASONS —
ARCHITECTURE CHANGES TO LANCET OR GoOTHIC STYLE — BUILDING
ART IN GERMANY — CATHEDRALS OF COLOGNE AND STRASSBURG —
THE LAST BEGUN BY GREEK ARTISTS — ERWIN OF STEINBACH, THE
MasTER BUILDER — HI1S DAUGHTER, SABINA, A SKILLED AKCHITECT
— CHURCH OF SAINT STEPHEN AT VIENNA.

HE external history of Freemasonry of this age is

involved in gloom and uncertainty. In a few
°| instances the master architect has engraved upon
)] lasting walls the visible signs of his superintend-
ence, and with these rare exceptions further traces have
escaped the vigilant searches of the most enthusiastic
writers. The accounts, which were certainly kept by the
cloisters and churches in the erection of sacred edifices,
would undoubtedly furnish valuable information, but such
records cannot be found.! The earliest authentic mural in-
scription which I have seen, is still in existence at Melrose.
According to the following lines on a foundation stone,
the abbey was built in the year 1136:

1 Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 512. Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture,
Appendices I. and II., presents two documents relating to an indenture between
the Masons and church authorities, for the construction of an abbey, etc.,
about the fourteenth century; also, Krause, Kunsturkunden, Thiel II., Abt.
2, for additional information and authors cited.
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Anno milleno, centeno, ter quoque deno,
Et sexto Christi Melross fundata fuisti.

The structure was ten years in process of construction,
having been finished in the year 1146. Above the door,
on the west side of the transept, is an inscription, to which
the name of John Muruo is attached. Another record is
hewn on a block of stone, in raised letters, on the south
side of the doorway, evidently referring to the same indi-
vidual, who was the architect, or Master Mason, of the
edifice.! These tablets are highly interesting, and especially
important as a historical monument, showing that as far
back as the year 1136, at least, the craft was already
organized, under the direction of lay masters. A few of
these letters are now almost effaced, but may still be de-
ciphered. From an accurate copy in my possession, I quote
a portion of it:

John: Morow: sum: tyme: callyt:
Was: I: and: born: in: Parysse:
Certainly :

It is evident from the foregoing that John Morow, or
Muruo, the superintending architect, was a foreigner and
a Frenchman, born at Paris. It has hitherto received cur-
rency among architectural writers,? that William of Sens
was the first Master Mason whose works are still extant in
Britain. This artist was also a native of France, and is
described as artifex subtilissimus,— a very skilful artificer.
He went to England in the year 1176, in order to recon-
struct the cathedral of Canterbury.® Lacroix says* that

1 See Part II,, chap. xxx., p. 323, on Mason’s Marks.

* Among others, Paly, Manual of Gothic Architecture, p. 211.

3 Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 368.

¢ L’ Angleterre, des le septidme sidcle, avait appelé chez elle nos mafires de
pierre, nos meilleurs ouvriers et elle continua depuis 2 en faire autant pour
la construction et I'ornamentation de ses plus beaux é&difices religieux. La-
croix, Ibid., p. 368.
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Great Britain, thus early in the history of Freemasonry,
seems to have depended upon foreign artisans to erect
churches and abbeys.! Norman and French master builders
restored the cloisters of Croyland, Warmouth, and York,
already rich in Byzantine and French sculpture.?
Foreigners conducted the principal architectural works
of England at this and later periods; and the first known
Master of Masons there was John Morow, a Parisian, whq
according to the indisputable attestation of the partially
decayed inscription, which I have transcribed, had already
laid the foundations of Melrose Abbey in the year 1136,
and completed that building, now in melancholy ruins, in
1146, just thirty years prior to the arrival of William of
Sens, in the year 1176. Of Master John Morow we possess
little additional information. From the same partially
obliterated tablet it appears that he was the Master, per-
haps General or Grand Master, of all the Masonic work
or lodges at Saint Andrew’s, around the cathedral of
Glasgow, and at the churches of Paslay, Niddisdale, and
Galway.? Now it is equally clear that at these several
edifices there were Masons at work, who, according to the
united evidence of trustworthy historians,’ usually, when
in great numbers, labored in lodges; therefore the de-
duction is rational and direct, that there were lodges of

1 Vide Hope, Essay on Architecture, chap. xxxvii., where it is candidly stated
that England was deluged with French architects from the period of the
Norman conquest till ages after.

3 Lacroix, ut supra, loc. cit.

8 John: Morow: sum: tyme: callyt:

: and: had: in: keeping: al:
mason : werk : of : Santandrays:
ye: hye: kirk: of: Glasgow : Melrose :
and : Paslay : of Nyddysdayll:
and: of: Galway: I: pray: to: God:
and : Mary: baith and: sweet: st:
John : keep: this: haly: Kirk:

fra: skaith:
¢ More of this subject hereafter.
e
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Masons employed upon the above buildings. If, then,
John Morow were the master of all this work, or of these
lodges, he was possessed of a jurisdiction over an indefinite
number of subordinate bodies, and was, in a word, the
General or Grand Master. I should infer that his name,
correctly written, was Moreau, from the circumstance that
it is once engraved Muruo, which is nearly an English
corruption of the first ; and in addition to this, he informs
us that “he was sometimes called Morow,” signifying that
this name was merely accorded him by the people among
whom he was domiciled, whose accentuation had modified
Moreau into Murow or Muruo.

The fine arts in England were much indebted to William
of Sens. He first introduced the chisel at the rebuilding
of the Canterbury cathedral.! In the preparation of free-
stone for building purposes, up to this time, the adze had
been used. Iis inventive talent constructed the turning-
machine and modelled planes.? An accident terminated
the active life of this great artist, in a most tragical
manner. A scaffolding, which had been erected in the
progress of the repairs to the cathedral, yielded to the
pressure upon it, and precipitated William of Sens to the
ground, with stones and timber accompanying his fall.3 Al-
though seriously injured, and confined to his bed, he was
enabled, by the assistance of another Master of Masons, to
have his plans duly executed. Failing, however, to regain
his former health, he returned to his home in France, for
better medical facilities.*

About the close of the twelfth century, the style of
architecture which has received the appellation of the
pointed or lancet style, and which ultimately developed

! Archeologia, Vol. IX., p. 112.

% Ibid., p. 113; also, Poole, Eeclesiastical Architecture in England, p. 257.

3 Archeologia, Vol. IX,, p. 114.

4 Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture, p. 159. Both Poole and the Archeologia,
loe. cit., have used Prof. Willis's translation of Giraldus Cambrenesis, Hist. of
the Cathedral at Canterbury.
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into the Gothic, became prominent, and every form which
could recall the Byzantine was abandoned. The character
of this art betrayed itself in the infinite variety of section-
work elaborated upon geometrical outlines. Of strictly
floriated ornamentation, but little appears. Among the
churches of this style, the minster at Magdeburg still
remains to attest the purity of art in the beginning of the
thirteenth century. This edifice was begun under the
auspices of Bishop Adalbert, in the year 1208. History
has preserved the name of Bausak, who was the master
builder of the work.! One of the most notable structures
of this epoch is the cathedral at Cologne. This city seems
to have possessed a minster as early as the time of Charle-
magne. In the year 1162, Frederick I., in order to
signalize his victory over the Milanese, presented to this
church a costly sarcophagus, containing the relics of the
three holy canonized kings of the East. This sacred
object attracted many noblemen and rich princes, who,
together with others equally pious, greatly enriched the
cathedral with large sums of money. In order that these
gifts might be suitably appropriated, it was decided to
erect a minster, which should correspond to the dignity
and importance of such a monument. Engelbrecht, arch-
bishop of Cologne, desired to undertake the construction,
but his death, in the year 1225, rendered nugatory the
design. A conflagration in 1228 destroyed the old cathe-
dral, and in the same year the archbishop, Count of Hoch-
steben, began a new edifice, the construction of which
progressed slowly until the year 1822, when the choir was
consecrated. This choir is the only finished portion of
the structure. At various intervals the work upon it was
resumed, until the sixteenth century, when it ceased.?

! Bischoff Adalbert unternahm, im Yahr 1208, einen neuen Bau, dessen
Baumeister Bausak heisz. Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 547.

* In the year 1872, when the author was at Cologne, the work of completing
the minster was again proceeding.
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Few names of the artists who labored at the building of
the cathedral have come down to our time —even the
architect who planned this mighty fabric is unknown.
The name of Gebhard, who was a master of the workmen,
has, however, been rescued from oblivion.!

No structure of this age has been the subject of so
many eulogistic praises as the Strassburg cathedral. Ac-
cording to Stieglitz,’ the original foundation of the
minster dates back to the time of Chlovis L., who caused
a small edifice of timber, in the year 504, to be erected.
Through the influence of Charlemagne, in 798, the choir
was constructed of stone. But this structure was subse-
quently destroyed, and Bishop Werner was the first who
summoned experienced operatives to draught the plans
for a new building. The foundation was laid in the year
1015, no doubt by Grecian architects,® and the choir was
erected in 1028. After the bishop’s demise, for a time,
further work ceased. It subsequently progressed slowly
to a completion of the nave in the year 1275. The
names of various masters who hitherto conducted the
plans and directed the artificers upon this cathedral are
not known, but the image of one builder, who presided
over the work on the nave, is still visible in the interior
of the building on the transept wall.* This edifice is un-
derstood to present the finest specimens of Gothic or Ger-
manic architecture, which attained its fullest perfection
towards the close of the thirteenth century. At this
period, in the year 1277, Erwin, of Steinbach, in conjunc-
tion with other master builders, laid the foundation for

1 Btieglitz, Qesehichte der Baukunst, p. 567. 2 I'bid., p. 572.

® Luebke, Geschichte der Architectur, p. 253, iz authority for the statement
that Greek architects were brought to Germany in the eleventh century, by
Bishop Meinwerk.

¢ Das Bildniss des einen, der der Arbeit am Langhause vorstand, hat sich
im Innern des Miinsters an der Mauer des einen Kreuz Kreuzfliigels, erhalten.
Stieglitz, u¢ supra, p. 573.
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further additions to the cathedral, and resumed the com-
pletion of unfinished portions of the work. Erwin beau-
tified some parts of the older building, among others,
the portal on the south side. What, however, is most
singular and deeply interesting in reference to its connec-
tion with the history of Freemasonry, is the undoubted
authenticity of the allegation that Sabina,' a daughter of
Erwin von Steinbach, rendered her father valuable assist-
ance in preparing, with her own hands, several columns,
which constitute the chief ornament of the doorway re-
ferred to.2 It would seem, from this fact, that the fair
architect had received instruction in the secret arts, which
at this time in Germany were the almost exclusive prop-
erty of a fraternity of builders obligated to profound
secresy, and subject to severe penalties in case of disobedi-
ence. If this be correct, a woman, so early as the thir-
teenth century, “had been made a Freemason.” After
Erwin’s death, in the year 1318, his son John proceeded
with the work, and faithfully adhered to his father’s plans,
as evidenced by a portion of the same still preserved on
parchment in the archives of the minster. On the de-
cease of this master builder, his successors abandoned the
original designs of Erwin, which a want of harmony be-
tween the two sections of architecture manifestly shows.

1 The curious reader may find some additional facts in Krause, Die Drei
eltesten Kunsterkunden, Bd. I1., Abt. 2, p. 241, and authorities cited.

* Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 573. A majority of medieval guilds
freely admitted women to share the privileges of membership. In case of
the admission of a member's wife, the fees of entrance were reduced, but an
unmarried woman paid the same price as the men. See Return of the Guild of
Gallkhith, made in the year 1389, published in Smith’s Englisk Guilds, No. 1.
York Lodge, Eng., possesses a manuscript of the year 1693 containing regu-
lations for the craft, in which the following appears:

“Thee one of the elders takeing the Booke
And that hee or shee that is to be made Mason,” ete.

I have seen this manuscript, and believe it correctly printed by Hughan, Old
Masonic Charges, p. 15. F
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Bteinbach’s son John was succeeded by other masters,
who pushed the work with great activity, until John
Hiiltz, a master of Cologne Masons, about the year 1439,
brought the south tower to completion. In the yecar
1494, the minster received a new portal on the north side,
wrought out by John of Landshut, which is justly ccle-
brated on account of its delicate workmanship.!

Another masterpiece of Gothic or Teutonic art, the
work of mediseval Freemasons, is visible in the church of
Saint Stephen at Vienna. Originally founded in 1144,
about the middle of the thirteenth century it was par-
tially destroyed by fire. In the year 1359 the founda-
tions of the principal towers which adorn the cathedral
were laid, under the superintendence of a4 master builder
by the name of Winzla. Hans Buchsbaum, as supervising
architect, completed one of these in 1433. This master
carricd forward the construction of other portions of the
cditice. At his death, in the year 1459, Anton Pilgram
assumed his duties. On one of the columns to the rear of
the chancel, a sculptured portraiture of Master Buchsbaum
is still visible. This dexterous artist furnished the work-
manship for this chancel, and presided over a lodge of
skilled operatives, who worked out the details in accord-
ance with his plans.? The church of Saint Lawrence,
at Niirnburg, is preéminently the handiwork of German
architects. Founded in 1274, it was successively enlarged
by additions until the year 1419, when the choir founda-
tions were laid, and in 1422 it was completed. Conrad
‘Wintzer, of Regensburg, furnished the diagrams, and his
cousin, Hans Bauer, of Ochsenfurt, as master of the
builders, executed the plans.®

1 Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunsl, p. 574. * Ibid., p. 576.
® Ibid., p. 681.



CHAPTER IX.

CONSTRUCTIVE ART IN ITALY — CATHEDRAL AT P1sA BUILT BY EASTERN
ARCHITECTS — BUSCHETTO, MASTER BUILDER — ITALIAN CRAFTSMEN
OF THI8 EPOCH — ECCLESIASTIC OR DOMINICAN MAsoNs — TEUTONIC
MasTeRS IN ITALY — BRIDGE-BUILDERS — GUILDS OF FREEMASONS
OR STONECUTTERS IN FLORENCE —FRA GUILELMO WORKS IN A Ma-
sONIC LODGE AT SANTA CROCE — GERMAN MASTERS — LODGE OF
MasoNs AT ORVIETO IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY — ITALIAN
MacistrRl LAPIDUM — GENERAL OR GRAND MASTER ARCHITECT OF
THE FLORENTINE CAMPANILE — ITALY IMITATES THE ARCHITECTURE
OF GERMANIC MASTERS, IMPORTED THITHER TO CONSTRUCT CATHE-

DRALS.

T the close of the tenth century, Italy was so far
y/u\9] behind the nations of the North that when, in
A.,e\)] the year 976, Venice, or rather Pierre Orseola,
YA conceived the project of rebuilding Saint Marc’s,
Grecian artists were imported to lay the foundations.!
Scarcely had Venice finished its cathedral, when Pisa
desired to have one also. Several Tuscan vessels, launched
upon the sea for other conquests than those of war, brought
from Greece an infinite number of monuments, statuettes,
bas-reliefs, chapters, columns, and divers fragments of
Oriental workmanship. The enthusiasm became general.

! En 977 Venise, jetait les fondaments de la basilique de Saint Marc, bétie
par des architectes qu’elle avait appelés de la Gréce. Emeric David, Histoire
de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. 85. Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 360,
says this cathedral was begun in 976, by Pierre Orseols, doge de Venise, qui
se vit obligé de faire venir des architectes et des artistes de Constantinople.
According to Daru, Histoire de Venise, St. Marco was erected upon the founda-
tions of a church previously destroyed. ‘
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In the year 1016, or 1063, according to David,! Buschetto,
who had accompanied this precious cargo, superintended
the construction of the cathedral.? This artist, nobly
encouraged, formed, it is alleged, an institution or lodge
of sculpture, which was perpetuated during one hundred
and fifty years, and which ultimately produced the dis-
tinguished artisan, Nicholas Pisano, who had the honor,
by his influence, to reéstablish in Italy the more essential
rules of art.?

The disciples of Buschetto, accepting the commanding
impulses of their master, transfused his ideas into build-
ing art, which rapidly spread throughout the peninsula.
Under their active zeal, the cathedrals of Amalfi, of Pis-
toja, Sienna, and Lucca, were constructed in a style which
betrays a Byzantine influence totally opposed to the semi-
Gothic minster of Milan.* Nicholas Pisano, towards the
close of the twelfth century, had, by an assiduous study
of the remnants of antique sculpture, opened the surest
way to a full development of sound principles and the
perfecting of an accurate taste. Nicholas attained to a
high degree of skill as a plastic artist. Marchione, who

! Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. 115; Vasari, Proem. delle Vite dei
Pittori e Architetti, Tomo I, p. Ixxij., etc., suys the foundations of the Pisan
cathedral were laid in 1016, but the time assigned by David, in the text above,
is supported by Von Raumer, Geschichte der Hohenstaufen, Bd. VI., p. 491.
Milizia, Memorie degli Architetti antichi e moderni, Tomo IV., p. 134, has fol-
lowed Vasari’s date. Also so assigned by Lacroix, Les Arts, etc., p. 366. David,
ut supra, p. 115, says that Buschetto était un des artistes grecs les plus habiles
de son temps, but, Von Raumer, loc. cit., denies the Byzantine nativity of that
architect. Milizia, Jbid., maintains the Grecian birth of the Pisan church-
builder. As we have already shown from Mueller, Areh@ologie der Kunst, p.
224, Greek artists were in constant intercourse with their native land until a
late period of the Middle Ages. There is, therefore, every reason to assume that
Buschetto, as many other Eastern architects at this epoch, found, in the grow-
ing state of Western art, a readier and more lucrative employment for his
artistic talents than was offered in the rapidly declining empire of Byzantinm.

* Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 366.

® Emeric David, Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. 115.

¢ Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 366.
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was his rival, has left his name hewn upon the portal of
the church at Arezzo, erected in the year 1216.! Giovanni,?
a son of Nicholas Pisano, was also distinguished as a master
builder, and in abandoning the stilted types which had
prevailed for many ages, elevated architectural art above
a dry, mechanical execution, and, by imparting that indi-
viduality and idealistic expression which, already obtained
among the German stonecutters, indicated the way to sub-
lime conceptions in accordance with natural rules. Among
the more distinguished pupils who worked under the in-
struction of this celebrated master, are enumerated Agos-
tino of Sienna and Giotto, the latter of surpassing dex-
terity both as architect and sculptor, whose name and
works Dante has consigned to undying immortality.?
Florence, as a city of fine arts, became one of the central
points of architecture and statuary.

The earliest cultivators of the fine arts of whom the
history of the preacher monks® makes mention, were two
religious brethren, Fra Sisto and Fra Ristoro, members of
the convent of Santa Maria Novella ; the former was a
native of Florence, the latter was born seven miles distant
from that city. According to the conjecture of Marchese,’
founded upon the necrologium of the cloister, they were
born between the years 1220 and 1225, fifteen or twenty
years prior to Cimabue. From whom they obtained their
instruction in architectural art is uncertain. It is sup-

! Lacroix, Ibid., p. 370; Tiraboschi, Storta della Lett. Ital., Tomo 1V., p. 491.

3 Vasari, Vile dei Pittori e Architetti, Tomo 1., p. 262, awards unusual praise
to this master builder ; also Tiraboschi, ut supra, p. 492.

3 Ed ora ha Giotto il grido,
8i che fama di colGi oscura.
Dante, Purgatorio, Canto XI., st. 96.

4 Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 371; Machiavelli, Istorie Fiorentine,
Tomo I., pp. 402-3. Further in this connection, Maffei, Storia Lefteratura
Ttaliana, Lib. 1., cap. i., and Balbo, Vita di Dante, Lib. I., cap. i. and ii.

5 The Dominicans were justly renowned as architects. Luebke, Geschichte
der Plastik, p. 451.

¢ Vie dei Pittors Scultori e Architetts Domenieani, Tomo L, p. 81.

8
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posed, however, that Nicholas Pisano contributed, in some
degree, to their artistic knowledge. The two most cele-
brated architects, who divided the highest attainments in
this art at that period, were Nicholas of Pisa and a master
builder named Jacopo.! The latter of these was a Ger-
man,? and, early in the thirteenth century, constructed the
church and convent of San Francisco, at Assisi, and
erected, according to his own diagrams, the church of San
Salvadore. If we may give credence to the assertion of
Marchese,® Fra Sisto and Fra Ristoro profited by the ex-
ample and counsels of the German stonemason, Jacopo.
The earliest essay of these young master architects was
in the rebuilding of certain bridges, which had been de-
stroyed in consequence of heavy inundations caused’ by
the Arno overflowing its banks.* It is stated that the
stone columns used in the construction of these bridges,
were placed into position with such mathematical skill,
that they resisted the deluging rainstorms of 1282-4-8.
In the year 1256, Fra Sisto and Fra Ristoro, with whom
a third monk was associated, Fra Domenico by name, in
connection, it is said, with other operative masons or
stonecutters, assisted in erecting the cathedral of Santa
Novella.®! In the construction of this second edifice,
Fra Sisto and Fra Ristoro were selected as masters of the
work. Under the superintendence of these brethren, other
excellent Masons aided in the building, who, as assistant

1 Marchese, Ibid., p. 31.

? Vasari, Vite des Pittori e Architetts, Tomo I, p. 251, boldly asserts the
German nativity of Jacopo, and designates the style of architecture employed
in building the above church as Opus Theutonicum. Tiraboschi, Storia della
Letteratura Italiana, Tomo IV., p. 490, does not, however, accede willingly to
this statement.

2 Vie dei Architeits, ete., Tomo L, p. 82,

¢ This fact is also mentioned by Tiraboachi, Storia della Letteratura Itakiana,
Tomo IV, p. 491, who also says that subsequently they constructed the in-
ferior vault of the Vatican palace at Rome.

& Parecchi altri loro confratelli, excellenti muratori e scarpelini, condussero
la fabbrica. Marchese, ut supra, p. 44.
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supervisors of the work and directors of the details of
labor, exhibited great proficiency in architecture. These
belonged to the same convent, and avere ecclesiastics. We
are informed by the writer,) whom we have closely fol-
lowed, that the building was so exclusively the handicraft
of ecclesiastical operatives, that but one other instance is
on record, viz., the church and monastery of Dunes,which
the Cistercian fathers constructed entirely with their own
hands.? The church of Santa Novella, in a striking de-
gree, is the embodiment of perspective art. The bulldmg
is in the form of a Latin cross —a favorite plan in those
ages — and by the successful combination of diminishing
and contracting arches, which support the roof, tapering
to the ends, presents a deceptive vista. These monks were
regarded, by their Italian contemporaries, among the most
proficient artists of that era.®

The religious fervor which swept through Italy early in
the thirteenth century, under the dexterous manipulation
of the Dominican monks assumed the form of a pious
frenzy for building and consecrating sacred edifices. Men
and women were inspired by a zeal to promote this object
to such extent, that they transported with their own hands
much material for the construction of a church and con-
vent at Bologna, in the year 1233. Of the work itself, Fra

! Marchese, Ibid., loe. cit., senza Vintervento di alcun artifice secolare. This
will serve to show how thoroughly skilled the monastic brethren became, and
how completely the building art was known to the clerics even so late as the
opening of the thirteenth century, at a period when builders were organized
into lay corporations and had left the monasteries.

* I Padri Cicerstensi fiamminghi ce ne porgono un consimile esempio, i
quali nella fabbrica della chiesa e monastero di Dunes non adoperarano che
artifici propri. Milizia, Memorie degli Architetti antichi e moderni. Lib. IL.,
cap. 2; also, Marchese, Vie dei Architetti, Tomo L., p. 44.

* In the conventual necrologue cited by Marchese, ubi supra, p. 52, Fra
Ristoro is thus spoken of: “ hic fuit maximus architectus,” and “una cum
fratre Sixto, fecerunt nostram ecclesiam tanto siquidem artificio, ut usque hodie
sit in admirationem.” Two of the Florentine churches, the Duomo and Santa

Croce, have well-defined Masonic marks, to which reference will be made here-
after. Vide Part 1I., cap. 30, etc.
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Jacopino, a Dominican by profession, was selected as master
builder.! The enthusiasm displayed for the erection of
houses of divine worship at this time in Perugia, drew
together a vast number of master architects, stonecutters,
and others, who were thoroughly qualified to preside over
the operatives. It would appear, however, that the great
mass of labor was performed by the Dominicans themselves.
Three lay architects are designated by Marchese? as re-
markably skilled in Masonic labors at this period in Tus-
cany, viz., Mazzetto, Borghese, and Albertino Mazzanto,
the second of whom was an apprentice under the master-
ship of Fra Sisto and Fra Ristoro. Borghese, who was
born in Florence, in the year 1250, also received instruction
in the mysteries of Masonic art under the direction of a
master architect named Ugolino. And when, in the year
1284 or thereabouts, the master builders at the church of
Santa Maria Novella were ordered to Rome to labor in the
construction of the Vatican,® Master Borghese was found
competent to assume the direction of the workmen, in con-
Jjunction with Albertino, another master mason.* Accord-
ing to Lacroix,’ numerous guilds of Masons were assembled
at Florence towards the close of the thirteenth century,

' Et tunc frater Jacobinus superstabat ad laboreia praedicta facienda.
Muratori, Rer. Ital. Seript., Tomo VIII, p. 1108. Also Marchese, ubi supra,
p. 54, ete.

? Con l'opera di tre laici architetti di quello stesso convento. Vie det Archi-
teits, ete.,, Tomo 1., p. 54. The preceding citation is of great significance, as
showing that in Italy, in 1233, there were lay architects or Master Masons
still domiciled under the control of particular church organizatione. Of
Borghese, the author quoted, says: Dei quali soltanto il seconde, pot¢ essere
allievo di Fra Sisto e Fra Ristoro. Ibid., p. 55.

8 Tiraboschi, Storia della Letteratura Italiana, Tomo IV., p. 491.

¢ Marchese, Vie dei Architetti, Tomo I, p. §9. From the convent necro-
logue we learn that this artist was the son of a celebrated architect: filius
olim magistri Ugolini Carpentarii.

6 Vers la fin du treizidme sidcle au Florence se rennissaient les confréries,
ete. Les Arts au Moyen Age, p.371. See Machiavelli, Istorie Fiorentine, Tomo I,
p- 402, etc.
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and were employed in the construction of churches and
other public edifices. At this period Fra Guilelmo, who
had received the rudiments of artistic knowledge from his
distinguished master, Nicholas Pisano, was not only re-
nowned as an architect, but attained to an exalted celebrity
by reason of the exquisite workmanship which he displayed
as a stonecutter on the arch of San Dominico, at Bologna.!
On the 13th of November, in the year 1290, the foundation
stone of the cathedral at Orvieto was laid, amid imposing
and solemn rites, conducted by his holiness the Pope, Nich-
olas IV. Lorenzo Maitani, a native of Sienna, draughted
the designs, and was declared master architect of the work.
It being desired that this temple should shine with all the
resplendent effulgence of art, from all parts of Italy the
most efficient artists were invited to assist in its construc-
tion. In obedience to the mandate, skilled artificers to
the number of forty assembled in Orvieto; among those
whose names are mentioned as unusually expert, are Arnolfo?
and Fra Guilelmo ; the name of the latter stands registered
in the cathedral memorial of the year1293. Arnolfo, early
in the year 1294, abandoned Orvieto in orderto assist in lay-
ing the corner-stone of the Santa Croce® church in Florence,
the plans and design of which he had prepared. Guilelmo,
according to the record of the operatives quoted by Mar-
chese,* worked in a lodge designed for sculptors and stone-

! Guilelmo Pisano, in addition to his Masonic excellence, distinguished him-
self by the secret theft of one of St. Dominic’s ribs, which, by medieval re-
ligious superstition, was invested with supernal powers. This petty crime.
Marchese, Vie dei Architetti, Tomo 1., p. 87, dignifies as a pious fraud, — pio
furto.

? Vasari, Vite dei Architetti e Pittori, Tomo I, p. 254, rays it was believed
that Arnolfo was the son of the celebrated Master Mason Jacopo, above
mentioned. See Tiraboschi, Storia della Letteratura, Tomo 1V., pp. 489491,

8 Tiraboschi, u¢ supra, p. 491. In the niches on one of the fagades of the
minster, are life-size figures in Masonic attitudes.

¢ Sotto Panno 1293, egli lavorava nella loggia destinata agli scultori e egli
mrpellini. Vie dei Architetts, ete., Tomo 1., p. 90.

8
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cutters. Among the artificers employed in other lodges of
workmen who labored in the erection of the temple at
Orvieto, were a German and a Flemish artist.! Fazio, an
apprentice of Guilelmo, named in the conventual roll of
Santa Caterina, of Pisa, is referred to as a layman and
magister sculpture. By the assiduous labors of the Dominican
artisans and master architects, the church of Saints John
and Paul, at Venice, which was commenced in 1246, ad-
vanced rapidly to completion during a few years; but the
necessary contributions failing, labor ceased until the year
1395, when, moved by an extraordinary zeal, twenty thou-
sand florins were donated by an enthusiastic people, and this
structure, one of the most elegant in Venice, was finished.
Late in the thirteenth century the foundations were laid for
a Dominican church in Milan,the construction of which was
superintended by masters of that order. It was completed
in 1309. As a noteworthy fact, it is stated that the first
clock for public use in Italy was placed in the bell-tower
of Saint Eustorgis, in this city (Milan), in the year 1306.
There is every reason to assume that guilds of Masons
were already established in Italy, on a solid basis, during
the thirteenth century. The first modern building frater-
nities? in Italy of which history has preserved a notice, were
in existence at Sienna and Orvieto. At Orvieto,as we have
already shown, a builders’ lodge was held, while work was
in progress on the cathedral there, in the year 1290. Stieg-
litz® asserts that a lodge of Masons existed in this place*
while at labor on the minster, and that they were under

! Marchese, Vie dei Architetts, loc. cit.

? T use the word “ modern” in the above connection in order to distinguish
between the mediseval builders and the Byzantine corporations.

3 Qeschichte der Baukunst, p. 607. He refers to Cicagnara, Storia della Scul-
tura, Tomo 1., p. 363, as authority for the statement that building corporations
are first mentioned in the thirteenth century.

4 An dem letzeren Orte (Orvieto) bildete sich eine Bauloge bei dem Baue
des Domes, deren Haupt im Anfange des dreizehnten Yahrhunderts, ein
Deutscher war, Peter Johannes. Stieglitz, Ibid.
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the jurisdiction of a German master named Peter Johannes,
and moreover that there were other Germans in this Lodge.!
Upon what authority this is asserted, I know not.? Mar-
chese, who, so far as the history of architecture in Italy in
the Middle Ages is concerned, is incontestably entitled to
greater weight, informs us that the foundation of the
Orvieto cathedral was laid in the year 1200. He mentions
the name of a Giovanni (Johannes) Pisano, who worked
there, but asserts that Lorenzo Maitani was the master who
had jurisdiction, and the only foreign artificers employed
were of German and Flemish nativity — one of each.®

! The word LoDGE is, perhaps, immediately derived from the Norman-
French, and was apparently imported into England by French artists
shortly after the conquest. Loggia, Italian, is evidently closely allied to the
French loge. Vitruvius uses the word logewum to signify the small enclosed
apace where actors stood to repeat their réles, and is identical with our modern
pulpitum. Du Cange, Glossarium Med. et Infi. Lal. sub voce logium, gives it
the same meaning as aedes, habitato, domicilium, or dwellings, and says the
houses of the ancient Gauls were called logia. Fecit logias, magnae habilitatis
ad aulas in capellam. And eorum logie quando dormient seu quiescent. Ibid.
Merchants designated the place where their wares were exposed for sale as ,
logia. In the medisval metrical romance of Kyng Alisander, the word occurs
to describe a tent or temporary resting-place, which was, no doubt, its signi-
fication among the nomadic Freemasons:

“ Alisaunder doth crye wyde,
His logges set on the water syde,”

V. 4925. Chancer uses this word in Canterbury Tales: “Full sikerer was his
crowing in his loge.” The Anglo-Saxon loca, whence lock signifies an en-
closure as a guard or preserve. Beowulf, V. 1106 ed. Thorpe, Glossary, sub
voce. Hiilte, the Teutonic word for lodge, possesses nearly the same meaning
as the Saxon loca, and is a derivative of hiiten, to guard, to surround for pres-
ervation. Ha¢, German hut, head-guard or protector, and hiitte, an enclosed
space for protection, a building to guard or preserve against, and loca, loge,
are identical in signification. Hughan, Constitutions, p. xxiii., for early Eng-
lish word loge of A. D. 1370.

? Perhaps on the authority of Vasari, Vite degli Architetti, Tomo I, pp.
244-251.

3 Marchese, Vie dei Arehitetti, Tomo I., p. 90. Di tutti qui tedeschi recordati
dal Vasari come occupati en scolpire marmi per quella basilica, non fu travato
memoria nell ’archivo della fabbrica, che di solo allemano e di un fiam-
mingo. See Tiraboschi, Storia della Letter. Ital., Tomo 1V, p. 492, note (a),
for some remarks touching German artists in Italy at this period.
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At the beginning of the fourteenth century, the work on
the Santa Maria Novella church, in Florence, which had
steadily progressed up to that time, was pushed on with
great rapidity by two lay architects, Giovanni da Campo
and Jacopo Talenti, the first of whom was educated in the
fine arts by Arnolfo, one of the masters, as we have seen,
working with Fra Guilelmo in Orvieto. Jacopo Talenti
appears to have labored at the building of the Orvieto tem-
ple, as mention is made of a certain Francesco Talenti, a
Florentine, who, in the year 1327, was enrolled among the
recorded lists of stonecutters and sculptors, with the pay
of a master mason, and who was in fact denominated as one
of the masters of the architects employed in the lodges.
The usual alteration made in assuming monastic vows will
account for such change of names. In the convent necro-
logue of the Dominicans, Jacopo is designated as magister
lapidum, master mason, a title which was generally assigned
to sculptors and stonecutters of that age. A brother or
nephew of Jacopo, who worked in the construction of the
library of Santa Maria Novella, is also called master mason.!
The floriated and exquisitely chiselled chapters of the col-
umns, together with the ornamentation on the antique
portals and windows of this church, are the undoubted
handiwork of Jacopo. On the death of Albertino, Giovanni
da Campo assumed the entire mastership of the work, with
the aid and counsel of Jacopo. Under their united direction
this edifice was completed in 1857. Master Giovanni super-
intended the Dominican masons and stonecutters at Florence
in the erection of public buildings in that city. Perhaps
the finest effort of this celebrated architect was the stone
bridge over the river Arno, which he constructed with
consummate skill. While Giovanni directed the work on
the structures of the republie, Jacopo Talenti and other

! In qualita di muratore un maestro Giovanni Talenti. Marchese, Vie dei
Architetts, ete., Tomo L., p. 119, note (1).
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Dominican artists, were intently engaged on the churches
and convents.! In accordance with the designs of Fra
Sisto and Fra Ristoro, they finished, in the year 1330, the
great campanile or bell-tower of Florence. These artists, the
year following, brought to a termination the erection of
the marvellous chapel of Saint Nicholas, and its classical
sacristan, which was elaborately frescoed with scenes by
Spinello di Arezza, representative of the life of Christ.
Ottaviano Rustici, who was the chief or general master
architect of the work, is especially mentioned as deeply
versed in architectural art. Under the direction of Talenti,
two operatives, members of the same convent, labored as
master masons, viz., Laopo Bruschi and Francesco da
Carmignano.

By an unexpected inundation of the river Arno, on the
12th of April, 1334, the foundation walls of the old Do-
minican convent were rendered unsafe, and the building,
in consequence, became uninhabitable. Among those who
materially assisted to erect a larger and more elegant
cloister for the unfortunate monks, Giovanni Infangati
signalized himself, both by voluntary contributions to-
wards the expenses involved in its construction, and by
the inestimable service afforded by a fraternity of builders,
who, under his supervision, built the south wing. Amid
the fervent zeal which distinguished the progress of the
erection of this monastery, the renowned master builder,
Giovanni da Campi, full of years and honors, in the
year 1339, ceased to exist. A pupil, or rather apprentice,
of Giovanni, is referred to in the conventual roll? of the
dead brethren, as skilled in architectural workmanship.
Ie labored as a builder with the craftsmen in the con-
struction of Santa Maria Novella, under the management

! Ibid., p. 135. Designated as “ Altri architetti e muratori Domenicani.”

* Necrologium, No. 321, from Marchese, ut supra, p. 143: nam cum esset op-
timus lignorum faber et carpentarius perutilis multa et magna edificiorum
perfecit in diversis conventibus, etc.
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of Talenti, and, like this illustrious artist, he fell a victim
before the great pestilence which, according to Boccaccio,!
made its appearance and raged with great violence in 1340.
This terrible disorder, which destroyed so many lives in
Tuscany, also ravaged the Dominican cloister. Among the
number, amounting to eighty, who succumbed to the dis-
ease in this convent, a large proportion were already noted
as skilled builders. Of these, Master Fillipo had attained
to a high degree of dexterity as a mason; Matteo Guiducei
is praised for his ability and industry in architectural
handicraft, and Giacoma di Andrea had already made
himself illustrious by his skill in the finer details of
stonecutting, wood-carving, and glass work.?

German or Gothic architecture in the thirteenth century
had extended throughout nearly all the countries of
Europe, with the exception of Italy, and even there a
mixed style, involving the Teutonic, seems to have largely
prevailed. This admixture of Gothic and Byzantine is
clearly visible in the church of S8an Francisco, at Assisi;
the exchange building at Bologna ; in the Domes of Sienna,
Orvieto and Spoleto, and also in the Fontaine Branda, of
Sienna. As we have previously seen, in a majority of the
places mentioned, German artificers were employed in the
lodges engaged upon the several edifices. The most strik-
ing example of this strange intermingling of the lofty and
sublime with the humble and diminutive, is to be seen in
the cathedral of Milan, in which, however, the Gothic
style generally prevails. Although there is a redundancy

! Il Decameron, Tomo I.,p.6. The Introduzione to Boccaccio’s Novels con-
tains a vivid account of this epidemic. It was during the height of the
terrible pestilence that the tales which compose the Decameron were supposed
to be related by a party of ladies and gentlemen, who fled the city to avoid
the plague. This work is eaid to be the earliest of modern novels. See
Tiraboschi, Storia della Lett. Italiana, Tomo V., p. 563.

? Fra Giacoma di Andrea fiorentino, converso, ha lode di perito nei lavori
in pietra, in legno e in vetro. Fra Laopo Bruschi operato nella fabbrica del
cappellone di San Niccold. Marchese, Vie dei Arehitetts, Tomo L., pp. 144-5.
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of painted arches, tapering pilasters, and sloping turrets,
yet the Italian forms everywhere obtrude themselves upon
the notice. Italy has servilely imitated the delicate elabo-
ration of details of German architecture, without catching
an inspiration from the genuine spirit which produced it.
Everywhere throughout this country the entire category
of sacred edifices displays but the simple horizontal prin-
ciple of building science. Towards the close of the four-
teenth century, in the year 1386, Duke Galeazzo Visconti
laid the foundation of the Milan cathedral. The original
diagrams, which are said to be still preserved in Milan,
are uniformly ascribed to a German artist. Heinrich
Arler, of Germuenden, to whom the Italians give the
nomenclature of (Gamodeo, was, it is alleged, the master
builder who drafted the plans. Other German artists
were called by Visconti to Milan to assist in building the
dome and its arches. The first who came were Johannes
Fernach, of Freiburg, and Ulrich of Freisingen. In the
year 1486, the Duke stipulated with a master workman,
named Hammerer, of Strassburg, to construct the cupola
crowning the tower.? In Rome there are some tabernacles
in Gothic style, particularly in the basilika of Saint Paul,
Saint Clemens, the churches of Saint Nereus and Saint
Achilles. The first of these is the most distinguished for
its excellent workmanship. The master builder superin-
tending it is claimed to have been a German, Jacob by

! The author of Il Duomo di Milano, which i a critical history of the
cathedral, published at Milan in 1813, concedes the German nativity of the
artist. Hawkins, History of the Origin of Gothic Archilecture, p. 194, says the
architect’s name is unknown, and supposes him to be Casa Omedea — perhaps
the same as Gamodeo — because there is a portrait of this artist in bas-relief
over the choir, with his name beneath it.

? Hammerer was selected as master builder of the work: Werkmeister
zur Erbanung der Gewdlbe. Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 599. Hans
Hammerer appears to have been at this period a distinguished Mason among
the craft in Germany.
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name, whom the Italians designate as Arnolpho Lopec.
Naples, also, appears to have been indebted to master
builders conversant with the Gothic art, as some edifices
in this city possess the pointed Germanic arch.?

1 This is the Arnolfo referred to above, who, it is claimed, was a son of the
German builder Jacopo. Tiraboschi, Storia della Letteratura Ral., Tomo 1V,
Pp. 491, note (a), denies his foreign birth.

2 Stieglitz, Gesch. der Baukunst, p. 599.




CHAPTER X.

8paNTSH BUILDERS — THE NETHERLANDS EARLY RECEIVE THE IMPETUS
oF TeuToNIC ART — BUILDERS FROM COLOGNE AND STRASSBURG
EMPLOYED THERE — GERMAN MASTERS IN SCANDINAVIA — GERMANY
RADIATES GoTHIC TYPES INTO FRANCE — NOTRE DAME DE PARIS
BuiLt BY JEAN DE CHELLES, MASTER MASON..

JPAIN, in the beginning of the thirteenth cen-
tury, received the impetus of German art.! The
cathedrals at Segovia, Toledo, and Burgos are
the principal structures of this style — the last
is especially distinguished as a master-piece. The founda-
tions of this church were laid in the thirteenth century,
and at a later period it was finished by German masons?
in the Gothic style. These artists were Master Johannes
and his son, Simon of Cologne, whom the bishop of Bur-
gos, Alphons, on his return from the ecclesiastical council
at Basel, convened in the year 1442, invited to follow him,
in order that they might complete the cathedral. This
edifice presents a striking similarity with the Cologne

! Hope, Essay on Architecture, cap. xli.
* Hope, Fasay on Architecture, Vol. I., p. 457, is authority for this assertion.
It appears, however, that at the close of the eleventh century (1090-9), French
artists were called to Spain to assist in rebuilding church edifices. Luebke,
Geschichte der Architectur, p. 442. It is probable that the Spanish archbishops
were brought in contact with the fraternities of Freemasons through their
attendance upon the great church convocations in foreign lands. 8ee Hawkins,
History of the Origin of Gothic Architecture, p. 148,
9 G
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minster, and, in many of its details and plans, is iden-
tical with the cathedral of Strassburg.! These master
builders are said to have drafted the diagrams in accord-
ance with which the Carthusian cloister was constructed
in the city of Burgos, and, from the similitude? in its
exccution, attests a close unity existing between the Free-
masons of Germany and other countries at this epoch. Por-
tugal also possesses a notable specimen of Gothic art in
the church of Batalha. It is alleged that this building
was founded, towards the close of the fourteenth century,
by King John I., who summoned thither a great number
of builders?® to aid in its construction, together with a
cloister united to it. Among the architects employed
upon this building about the year 1378, the records show
the name of one Hacket, a native of Ireland, who was
undoubtedly a member of a travelling fraternity of Free-
masons, and certainly had not, at that cpoch, derived his
designs from the land of his birth.* Notwithstanding
this church, in its details, has an entire Germanic archi-
tectural type, there is a singular paucity of ornament.®
About the middle of the thirteenth century, Portugal®
secms to have possessed a few religious artificers, who
have been handed down to posterity as notably skilled in
the fine arts, whose chief works of merit, however, are
limited to the construction of stone bridges. Pietro Gon-
zales, according to whose models a bridge was erected,

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 594.

2 Hope, On Architecture, p. 463, rpeaking of the unity of plans existing
among the Middle-Age craftsmen, says: “The designs discovered in the
archives of (Rerman monasteries show the deep science, and the long foresight,
and the complicated calenlations employed at their execution.”

3 Hope, Frsay, etc., p. 457.

¢ Hope, Fesay on Architecture, Vol. 1., p. 457,

5 Sticglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 594.

8 Milizia, Memorie degli Architelti antichi e moderni. Tomo I., Lib. L, eap.
2. This author, loc. cit, apostrophizes three cleric artisans as sainted archi-
tects: tre santi architetti.
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labored and assisted himself at the work, furnishing much
elaborate handiwork.!

Among the structures in Ilolland and in the Nether-
lands which betray their Gothic origin and the work of
ancient master builders, the city halls at Antwerp, Brus-
scls, Leuven, and Vlissingen may be mentioned as the
most distinguished.? Other citics, besides those enumer-
ated, in the Low Countries, possess Gothic edifices. The
cathedral at Antwerp, which has been frequently highly
eulogized for its rich and elaborate architecture, was
founded in the year 1422, by Master Johann Aureclius, and
completed in 1518. Another important work, carried for-
ward with much zeal by the people of the Low Countries,
is the Mechlin cathedral, dedicated to St. Rumoldus.
This edifice was begun about the close of the twelfth cen-
tury ; the choir was built during the earlier part of the
ensuing century, and the entire church was completed
about two hundred years afterwards. A bell-tower was
added to this cathedral in the year 1458, but not finished.
Gothic churches were also erected in Holland’® one of
which, at Brussels, of an earlier date than above men-
tioned, deserves especial reference on account of its ele-
gance. It was commenced in 1226, by the Duke of Bra-
bant, and brought to a conclusion in 1278,

Even as far north as the Scandinavian provinces, and in
Northern Europe, German master builders ¢ scem to have
travelled, creating with their mystical diagrams and
models, obtained within closely-tiled lodges of the craft,
the airy and elegant fabrics of Gothic architecture. At

! Lavorando ei stesso e assistendo come se fosse un manuale. Marchese,
Vie dei Arehitetti e Pittori Domenici, Tomo 1., p. 63.

2 Hope, Historical Ersay, ete., Vol. 1., p. 456, awards a just tribute of praise
to the edifices indicated above, and at the expense of his own country.

3 Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. L, p. 447.

4 In the year 1287, Etienne de Bonn, a foreign and perhaps German Master
Mason, was called to Scandinavia for the purpose of superintending some con-
structions, Luebke, Geschichte der Architecture, p. 543,
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an earlier age, however, Byzantine workmanship was in-
voked there, to rear sober temples to the living God, as
in other portions of the Northern countries. The finest
edifice in the Gothic type is at Upsala, in Sweden, which
was begun in 1258, and ended in the year 1453, by Erich
of Pomerania, master architect.!

France yielded to the influence of German art early in the
thirteenth century. At the commencement of this epoch,
the Roman style, which had gradually merged into the
. Gothic or Germanic, being liberated from the restraints
of primitive types, under the zeal of master builders,
approximated to a definitive Christian art.? The grand
relics of the florid Roman, austere in their greatness and
elaborate in their fantastic ornamentation, attest the
approaching dawn of individualism in modern architec-
turec. From the twelfth to the thirtcenth century — de-
nominated the transitional era —the Roman style, which
is distinguished by the fulness of the circular arch, gradu-
ally merges into the Gothic or German, the most striking
evidence of which is the ogive form, and is its original
characteristic. A mixed style of architecture seems,
however, to have prevailed in France at this period, in
which the Gothic predominates. The churches of Saint
Remy, at Rheims, the abbey of Saint Denis, Saint Nicho-
las, at Blois, the abbey of Jumiéges, and the cathedral of
Chalons-sur-Marne, are the principal models of this style.?
It is noteworthy that, for a long period, the ogive tri-
umphed over the circular arch in Northern France, while
in the meridional, Roman traditional types, allied to the
Byzantine, still continued to inspire the construction of

1 Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 598.

3 Vide Luebke, Vorschuls sum Studium der kirchlichen Kunst, sec. v. This
writer awards the credit of having created the Gothic style to Northern France.
Ibid., p. 56.

8 Hawkins, History of the Origin of Gothic Architecture, p. 134; Lacroix, Les
Arts au Moyen Age, pp. 398-401.
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sacred edifices. There remains but little doubt that Ger-
many, with its earliest corps of building fraternitics, was
the country whose vital forces produced that style of
architectural art which we call pointed.! Germany, at
the epoch under notice, comprehended such portions of
France as Alsace and Lorraine, while Franche-Compté,
as much appurtenant to Germany as France, formed an
independent dukedom in the Low Countries. As we have
previously remarked, at this period the arts and sciences
had almost entirely passed from the control of the monas-
tic institutions, and were in the possession of builders or
Freemasons,’ regularly organized into oath-bound guilds.
To this fact can be ascribed the rapid transmission
throughout France of the ogive or pointed arch, which
now had become the prevailing style of architecture.® A
century sufficed to bring the ogival to its highest perfec-
tion.

Of the Gallic structures which betray their Gothic
origin, the most noticeable are the cathedrals of Rheims,
dedicated about 1215, of Bourges, and Amiens. As a speci-
men cathedral, constructed in the fuller details of German
style, that of Notre Dame, of Rouen, affords, perhaps, the
finest example.* The church of Saint Owen, also of Rouen,
was completed in 1318, and may be cited as an edifice
erected upon a model of art which, at this era, had per-
meated  Europe. The foundations of the cathedral at
Amiens were originally laid in the seventh century, but
having been frequently destroyed by fire, it was com-
menced anew in the year 1220, and finally completed in

! Hope, Historical Essay on Architecture, Vol. 1., p. 450.

* Hope, Fssay on Architecture, Vol. L, p. 450, states, with much vigor and
clearness, the causes of the lamentable decay of English architecture at this
time, as arising from the unjust discriminations against the Freemasons: “ its
chief parents and propagators.”

3 Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 402.

¢ Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 593.

§ Hawkins, History of the Origin of Gothic Architecture, p. 142.

9®
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1288. Notre Dame, of Paris, finished' in 1275, by Jean
de Chelles as master builder, and Sainte Chapelle, built
under Louis IX., by Pierre de Montereau, in the year
1248, as master of the masons, are of peculiar significance
in their historical connection with the Parisian Free-
masons and stonecutters, whose associations, as we shall
‘presently see, were recognized by law in 1254, and evi-
dently furnished the work upon the foregoing buildings.

! Hope, Eesay, ut supra, p.478.
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EArLY HisToRY OF FRENCH MaAsoNs— RULES OF SAINT ELol PrE-
SERVED IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY — DURATION OF APPRENTICE-
sHIP— BoILEAU, BY RoYyAL AuTHORITY, DIGESTS ANCIENT MAsONIC
LAws — CANDIDATES MUST CONFORM TO USAGES AND CUSTOMS OF
THE CRAFT — NONE OF EQUIVOCAL BIRTH TO BE RECEIVED — GRAND
MAsTER RECOGNIZED IN 1254 — MASTER MASONS MUST SWEAR BE-
FORE HIM — NATURE OF MEDIEVAL OBLIGATION — GRAND MASTER'S
Power TO ForRBID THE TRADE TO A DELINQUENT CRAFTSMAN —
Too1rs SHOULD BE SEIZED — CONCESSIONS ALLEGED TO BE GRANTED
BY CHARLES MARTEL.

IRANCE unqualifiedly possesses the earliest authen-
| tic record touching the fraternity of Masons. I
| have previously stated, upon the authority of
| Lacroix,! that Saint Eloi, whose efforts in behali
of the mechanical trades procured for him the honor of
patronage to the guild of smiths in the fifteenth century,
had, in the eighth century, organized the monks of his
abbey into a society of tradesmen. According to the
same author, it would appear that this celebrated bishop
established two distinct corporations —one for clerical
workmen, the other in which laymen were admitted to
membership. When the laws relating to trades were
revised, under Louis IX., the statutes promulgated by
Saint Eloi, during his lifetime, were merely transcribed
and reénacted.? So far as the rules affected the admission

1 Les Arts au Moyen Age, pp. 160-162.
* Lorsque Etienne Boileau, prévot de Paris, rédigen son fameux Livre des
méliers, il n’eut gudre qu’a transcrire les statuts des orfévres 2 peu prés tels que

les avait institués Saint Eloi. Lacroix, Ibid., p. 163, 10
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of members into the guild of jewellers or goldsmiths, we
learn from these laws that an apprentice could not be
advanced to the degree of Master until he had duly
qualified by an apprenticeship of ten years.! At that
distant period, the fraternity of goldsmiths was possessed
of a seal, in order to attest its authorized works of charity.
In the year 1254, Etienne Boileau, who was provost of
Paris under the direction of Louis IX,, king of France,
collected the rules and regulations affecting the various
trades of that city, and digested them into manuscript
form, entitled, ¢ Reglemens sur Les Arts et Metiers de
Paris;” by royal authority they were ordained to be the
law, to which all guilds or mechanical occupations in Paris
should be henceforth subjected.?

These ordinances, in reference to many trades, presup-
pose an existence long anterior to the time when the
statutes referred to were proclaimed by the king as bind-
ing upon the citizens of Paris. The forty-eighth chapter
of the Boileau manuscript contains the law relating to
masons, stonecutters, plasterers, and mortar-mixers, and is,
in the highest degree, important as the oldest unquestioned
and earliest written record touching the mediseval opera-
tive masons and stonecutters. All these were governed
by identical regulations, with some important exceptions
in favor of the stonemasons, and to which reference will
be hereafter made. Among other things referring to these
artificers, it is conceded that any one can exercise the
occupation of an operative mason in the French capital,
provided he may be skilled in the trade, and will unquali-
fiedly conform to the ancient usages and customs of the
fraternity.® Then follows the explanation as to the ele-

! It will be seen hereafter that the duration of an apprenticeship was usually
less than the time mentioned above. Vide Lacroix, Les Moeurs et Usages, p.
316; Krause, Die Drei eltesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. II., 2 Ab., pp. 277-300.

? Pardessus, Essai Historique sur I Organization Judiciaire, p. 251,

3 11 puet magon 2 Paris qui veut, pour tant que il sache le mestier, et qu'il
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ments involved in siuch customs, which are narrated to be,
that no master mason shall have in his employ more than
one apprentice at the same time, and that such apprentice-
ship, in no case, can endure longer than six years.! An
exception, however, is reserved in favor of the master’s
legitimate children; in that case, he was permitted to
have all of them entered as apprentices.? On the other
hand, he was allowed, at the expiration of the fifth year’s
service of his pupil, to engage another, in order that he
might have the benefit of a more.or less skilled workman
whenever a full apprenticeship ended. If he violated
these rules, or, to speak more in harmony with this digest,
the usages and customs of the fraternity, the master of
masons was obliged to compensate by an amend of twenty
Parisian solidi.® This applied to all cases where the term
of service was limited to a shorter period of time than
gix years, or when the master employed more than one
apprentice, with the reservation of legitimate issue, as
above noted. .

So early as the year 1254, the practice seems to have
prevailed of appointing a general or Grand Master over the
guilds of Masons in Paris. Steinbrenner ¢ has taken An-
derson to task for asserting that a Grand Master nobly
born® was frequently selected by royal favor to have au-
thority of the medieval craftsmen. In addition to the

oevre as us et aus coustumes du mestier qui tel sunt. Boileau, Livre des Me-
tiers, Tit. xlviii. In citing these ordinances, I have followed, for conveni-
ence, the edition of Depping, A. p. 1837.

! Nus ne puet avoir en leur mestier que j apprentis, et se il a apprentis il
ne le puet prendre & moins de vj ans de service. JIbid., op. cit. In other
jurisdictions the master might possess three. Krause, Kunsturkunden, Bd. II.,
Abt. 2, pp. 277-300.

? Ses fils tout seulement nez de loial marriage. Ibid., ut supra. Thus early,
it would seem, no bastard could become a Mason.

3 Boileau, Reglemens sur Metiers, cap. xlviii. ¢ Origin of Masonry, p. 112.

8 Anderson, Ancient Constitutions, p. 37, makes use of the following phrase-
ology : “ The Grand Master, who was always nobly born, presided at hearings,”
ete.
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case already cited of Morow' as grand supervisor of the
various lodges under his jurisdiction, Depping, in his in-
troductory essay to the edition of Boileau,? asserts that it
was in strict accordance with established usage for the
French kings, at this period, to confer the patronage or
general mastership of Parisian guilds upon the nobility,
and as a natural consequence of such privileges, these gen-
tlemen were entitled to all taxes levied upon the associa-
tions. Moreover, it is stated, in the most explicit terms,
by the compiler of these ordinances, Boileau}? that his
majesty, Louis IX., had given the mastership of the Ma-
sons to Master William de Saint Patre, so long as such
appointment should please the royal grantor. It was tur-
thermore enacted that Master William should exercise the
mastership of the Masons and stonecutters, within a lodge
to be opened inside the palace enclosure, where all matters
pertaining to Masonic jurisdiction should be considered
and determined by this nobleman. By these regulations,
each Grand or General Master was obliged to make oath
before the provost of the city, that well and truly, to the
best of his ability, both as regarded the rich and poor, the
weak and the strong, he would preserve the ordinances
thus promulged as long as the king should be satisfied to
retain him in the above-mentioned general mastership.
This obligation, Boileau says,* William de Saint Patre
took before the provost of Paris, and within the enclosed

1 Supra, p. 76, etc.
? Vide Infroductory Essay, by Depping, p. lvii., prefixed to his edition of

Boileau's Livre des Metiers; also, p. 419. There were Grand Masters of forests
and waters, according to Pardessus, L’ Organization Judicigire, p. 267.

8 Li Rois qui ore est, cui Deux donist bone vie a doné l& mestrise des
magons a mestre Guill. de Saint-Patre tant come il 1i plaira. Livre des Me-
tiers, Tit. xlviii. I should infer, from the tenor of the ordinance regu-
lating the number of apprentices to be allowed a Grand Master, that a noble-
man was not invariably inducted in this responsible position ; but, on the con-
trary, such officer may have been equally skilled in the science of architecture
with other master builders,

¢ Ibid., cap. 48,
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space around the palace.! According to this authority,
every Grand Master who had jurisdiction of the Parisian
operative Masons, by virtue of the royal concession, was
allowed two apprentices, upon exactly the same terms and
conditions as a master stonecutter, and in case of trans-
gression of any rules or regulations affecting such appren-
ticeship, he was subjected to similar penalties.

At this point of my work, I mention a remarkable fact,
although it properly belongs to the internal history of the
subject. It was permitted, by the ordinance of 1254, that
each mason, stonecutter, etc., should have as many assist-
ants and aids in their work as suited them, but it was
rigidly forbidden to communicate to such laborers or
others any of the secret arts of the trade, however slight
the disclosure might be.? Fach Master of Masons was
obliged to swear that he would, with loyalty and in good
faith, guard his trade from breaches and innovations, and
would faithfully perform all its requirements so far as he
might be concerned as an individual Mason; and also, if
he should at any time become cognizant of the infringe-
ment upon a rule, or that the usages and customs of the
fraternity were violated, he would reveal such infraction
to the Master whenever it occurred, by the binding force
of his obligation.’

‘When apprentices had completed the term of appren-
ticeship, their masters were obliged to produce them be-
fore the General or Grand Master of the craft, and to testify
that they had truly and lawfully served the required term;

1Ibid., loc. cil.

* Tuit li magon, tuit i mortelier, doivent jurer seur sains que il le mestier
devant dit garderont et feront bien et loiaument, chascun endroit soi, et que
se il scevent que nul il mesprenge en aucuire chose del mestier devant dit, etc.
Boileau, Ibid., cap. 48.

8 This feature incident to the Middle-Age Freemasons was also well recog-
nized at a later period. Plat, Natural History of Staffordshire, § 86, ed. 1686,
says the craftsmen of his day were sworn to acquaint the master with the
“goodness or badness of the materials — that Masonry be not dishonored.”
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thereupon the grand officer caused the apprentices to swear
that they would for all time, and on every occasion, yield
obedience to the established usages and customs' of the
trade. No mason was at liberty to labor on any work when
the hour of nine sounded from Notre Dame, during cer-
tain religious observances, or when vespers were chanted
in the same cathedral, unless it might be necessary to stay
an arch or to securely fasten a stone step in a stairway.?
In case any operative pursued his avocation after the hours
designated, except for the foregoing purposes, he should
pay a money penalty to the Grand Master of the trade, and
this officer was also empowered to seize the working tools
of a recalcitrant artificer unti] satisfuction was rendered.’
It was, moreover, the duty of the French mason, under his
obligation, whenever, in the exercise of his trade, he was
brought into contact with plasterers, to inspect their work
and to see that the measure of material to be used was in
accordance with the proper standard, and if at all suspi-
cious as to the requisite quantity, the plasterer was forced
to measure it in his presence. For any deficiency in the
amount, a fine was exacted.*

Plasterers, who, we have already remarked, were sub-
jected to exactly the same conditions, and under a master,
as masons and stonecutters, were obliged, before being
admitted to follow their vocations, to pay a license of five
solidi to the Master for such privilege, and immediately
after payment he took a prescribed oath not to make any
deleterious admixture with the plaster, but would use the

1 Le mestier doit fere jurer & Paprentis seur sains que il se contendra ans
us et as coustumes du mestier bien et ledument. Boileau, ¢ supra.

* Boileau, Reglemens sur Metiers, cap. xlviii.

3 Et en puet prendre li mestre les ostienz at cetui que seroit reprins par
Pamende. Ibid., loc. cit. Here is an explicit acknowledging of the right to
“ratten” a workman’s tools for disobedience. Vide Brentano, On the History
and Development of Guilds, p. cxxvii., for further information connected with
this subject.

¢ Boileau, Livre des Metiers, cap. 48.
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same grade of material and always deliver good and suffi-
cient measure.! Whenever it occurred that an artisan
disregarded the solemnity of his obligation, it became the
Master’s duty to suitably chastise him, and to enjoin him
from the further prosecution of the trade. Upon the con-
tumacious or contemptuous conduct of any master work-
man being known to the Grand Master of Masons, he was
required by these ordinances to produce the offender before
the provost of Paris, whose duty it was to compel him to
forswear the trade forever.?

The hours of labor seemed to have been regularly fixed
for these craftsmen ; and it was provided that no operative
should abandon his work before the master who directed
the same. It was also ordained that any workman failing
to present himself at the morning hour, should be fined the
sum of fourdenari.® In case of failure to pay the amercement
before the time of recommencing work, or if he returned
to his labor without having liquidated his fine, he was
compelled to pay four demari additional for the master.
Although legislation, as to the hours of commencing work
and of its duration, had been regularly digested by Boileau,
in his compilation of so remote a date as 1254, there is a
still earlier record that other guilds were also required to
pay proper attention to the opening and closing of their
daily labors. In a charter conceded by Philip Augustus,
in the year 1204, to the corporation of weavers at Etampes,*

! I'bid., ut supra.

2 Doit celui faire forjurer le mestier devant dit. Boileau, 16id. The Eng-
lish Freemasons of the time of Edward III. were also amenable to the law
of the land; the officer who executed the necessary decrees against these
craftsmen was the sheriff, answering, perhaps, to the prevét of Paris. Preston,
Tllustrations of Masonry, p. 113.

3 Boileau, Ibid.

¢ Tous les tisserands commenceront et quitteront leur travail a Pheure due.
Guizot, Histoire de la Civilisation en France, Tome IV, p. 331. This associa-
tion was permitted by law to elect prudhommes, who 'were invested with the
power of petty justice over the weavers. Prior to entering upon the duties of
office, an obligation of fairness and fidelity was exacted of them.

10
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it was ordered, among other things, that all laborers should
begin and cease work at a certain time.

At Paris, the General Master of the Masons was em-
powered, by virtue of his office, to compel a compensation
to be paid for each and every quarrel which arose between
the members of the guild, and in case the operative, by
whom such payment was adjudged to be made, proved
rebellious and resisted the due execution of the award, the
Master could forbid him the future exercise of his trade.
If he, nevertheless, persisted in his contumacy, the master
of the work was privileged to scize his tools; and as a final
resort, other punishment being unavailable, complaint was
made to the provost of the city. Material force was then
used to subjugate the rebel, and compel submission to legal
authority.!

In so far as the plasterers were concerned, they were
required to perform watch duty, and pay taxes assessed
upon them. But the stonecutters were exempted from
guard-mount. This concession was made them on the
ground, which we shall hercafter critically examine, that
such exemption had descended to them from the time of
Charles Martel!? The Grand Master who controlled the
tradesmen, by authority of the king was also exempt from
watch duty, as an equivalent for his official services. Each
craftsman, of whatever profession, in Paris, over fifty years
of age, was not liable for such municipal duty ; but in order
to be legally exempted, it was necessary to bring that fact

! Boileau, Livre des Metiers, cap. 48.

? Li Mortelliers sont quites du gueit, et tout tailcur de pierre, tres le tans
Charles Martel si come li prendome I’en oi dire de pere & fila. Ibid., loc. cit.
Depping, note (5) to chap. 48, ed. 1837, says, in this connection, that the
allegation of the prudhommes is curious as a tradition current among the
stonemasons, that their corporation ascended to the time of this celebrated
warrior. Anderson, Ancienl Constitutions, p. 26, says painters, carpenters, and
joiners were also considered masons. The authority cited above shows con-
clusively, that plasterers and mortar-mixers were considered as masons, and
partially proves Anderson’s allegation.
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officially to the notice of the commandant of the guard.!
This collection of the statutes, digested in the middle of
the thirteenth century, and affecting all the Parisian trades,
makes especial arrangements for settling disputes arising
between the brethren and their employers. Some masons
and carpenters were selected to arbitrate the differcuces,
and were allowed a per diem compensation for each day’s
view, when required, of the subject-matter in question.?
From the preceding narration it appears, I think, that
the fraternity of Freemasons, in the year 1254, was estab-
lished by law in Paris on a solid foundation. The chapter,
from which copious citations have been made, is of ines-
timable value to the Masonic historian. It is incontestably
the oldest written record of the craft yet discovered, and
as such is entitled to an unbounded confidence. So far as
the external history of Freemasonry at that remote period
is concerned, it is, in my judgment, the only authentic
document now extant. The most ancient roll which has
yet appeared in other countries, does not claim a higher
antiquity than the close of the fourteenth century; conse-
quently this charter of Boileau, for it bears sufficient evi-
dence that it was designed to answer the purpose of such
concession to the Parisian trades-people, recognizing, under
imperial revision, their right of internal government,
presents claims to consideration superior to the manuseript
of Ilalliwell,®* which he has assigned to the year 1390 —a
difference of one hundred and thirty-six years between the
two written documents.* I purposely say assigned, because

! Boileau, Reglemens sur les Metiers, cap. 48.

2 Depping, Ordonnances relatives aux Metiers de Paris, p. 373.

3 This manuscript is numbered on the manuscript list of the British
Museum as Royal 17 Al

¢ There is a bare possibility that this manuscript may have been copied
from the return by some guild of Masons, made, as other guilds in England were
required to make, to the king's council, in pursuance of an order of Parliament
in the twelfth year of Richard IL, A.D. 1389. The records of these returns
from numerous ‘guilds have been collected and published by Toulman
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there are grave doubts as to the genuineness of its alleged
antiquity.! This we shall presently proceed to examine.
If a charter, whose date in 1254 is unquestioned, states that
certain privileges had existed from the time of the illus-
trious Charles Martel, who had conceded the same to the
stonemasons’ guild, why should not a similar line of
reasoning apply to establish the original foundation of
European Masonry about the year 774, as well as to accept
unqualifiedly the assertion of a gossiping poem, claimed to
be drawn up in 1390, which alleges the Masons were first
chartered by King Athelstan, in the year 9267 As a point
of singular identity, it may be mentioned that early
Masonic MSS. also say that the Emperor Charles Martel
was distinguished for his patronage of the Masons. I
think the connection of this valiant soldier with the earlier
history of the building fraternity can be satisfactorily
explained, and for this explanation the reader is referred
to the Second Part of this work.

Smith, in his English Guilds, but there is among them nothing having a direct
reference to the fraternity of Masons.

! Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr wakren Bedeutung, p. 283, etc., furnishes an
unsatisfactory criticism upon the age of Halliwell’s manuscripts.

% This date is purely conjectural, and without historical basis to confirm it.




CHAPTER XIIL

AvUTHENTIC BRrTisH CRAFT HISTORY FIRST MET IN MELROSE ABBEY —
FREEMASONS ORGANIZED IN ENGLAND IN THIRTEENTH CENTURY —
TRADITIONAL ASSEMBLY OF MAsSONS AT YORK NOT RELIABLE —
HaLLiweLr MaNuscript; ITs ANTIQUITY; COPIED FROM AN OLDER
ORIGINAL — NAYMUS GRAECUS AND CHARLES MARTEL ALSO PATRONS
OF ENcLISH CRAFTSMEN — MASoNIC LEGENDS INDICATE AN EASTERN
ORIGIN — GALLIC BUILDERS IN BRITAIN — WHEN INTRODUCED FROM
FRANCE — GERMAN MASTERS CALLED TO ENGLAND — LEGEND OF THE
Four MARTYRS.

N Britain, as we have previously seen, the first
reliable account touching Masons, hlstorlcally
considered, is to be found engraved, in nearly
obliterated characters, on the walls of Melrose

‘1 : ]?1
abbey church, and establishes the fact that, as early as the
year 1136, this portion of the United Kingdom depended
on master masons imported from abroad. John Morow,

or Moreau, as he was sometimes called, maintains, in the
inscription alluded to, that he was born in Paris:

And: had: in: keeping:

al: mason: werk: of: Santan
droys: ye: hye: kirk: of: Glas
gow : Melrose: and: Paslay : of
Nyddysdayll: and: of: Galway:

From this, it sufficiently appears that John Morean, a

Parisian, at the construction of Melrose abbey, and the

churches and cathedral mentioned in his quaint verses,
10* H 113
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was the master builder among all the masons employed
in building these several sacred edifices. As before noted,
‘William of Sens, a French master, forty years subscquent
to the time of his compatriot predecessor, arrived on Eng-
lish soil, to rebuild the rapidly-decaying cathedral of Can-
terbury and several abbeys. For many years after William
of Sens, whose tragical fate has already been noticed, the
Master Masons of England were usually foreigners,' and
incorporated by royal authority.? According to a con-
tributor to the Archeologia® they were not regularly
organized into corporations under the law, a8 a society
of Freemasons, until the thirteenth century. It is gen-
erally believed that a grand assembly of the craft was
held at the city of York in the year 926, and that they
were chartered as a corporation, with Edwin as Grand
Master. It is said that, at this time, all the records of
the fraternity, in Greek, French, and English, were col-
lected, and from them were framed the Constitution and
Charges for English Freemasons still in use.* The state-
ment of the existence of these original articles, in the
Greek and French languages, at that period, induces
serious objections to the correctness of the information
through which a knowledge of this mythical convention
has descended to us. That there were corporations of
Grecian builders in the tenth and cleventh centuries in

! Preston, whose writings possess little historical value until immediately
preceding his own age, concedes that French masons were employed in Eng-
land at this period. Ilustrations of Masonry, sec. iii. See, also, Hutchinson,
Spiret of Masonry, p. 32.

? “The Master Masons were generally foreigners, incorporated by royal
authority.” Paly, Manual of Gothic Architecture, p. 211.

3 Vol. XXIIL, p. 403 ; vide Dallaway, Historical Account of Master and Free-
mason, pp. 403407 ; and Paly, Ibid., loe. cit.

¢ Perhaps the earliest historical authority that a record of the craft was pro-
served in lodges, and that the traditions of the fraternity were rehearsed. .3
now, to initiates, is Plot’s Natural Hist. of Staffordshire, § 85. He refers to this
ancient roll as of parchment: ex rotulo membraneceo penes Caementariorum
societatem.
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Europe, we have already shown to be beyond controversy,
as a close connection was maintained between the early
transitional style of architecture and the late Roman, by
means of the uninterrupted intercourse existing between
these architects and their native land.! The foundation
of the tradition concerning the Masonic convocation at
York rests upon the assertion of Anderson,? that a history
of this event was written in the time of Edward IV.,
towards the termination of the fifteenth century (1475),
and also upon copies, or rather one copy, of the Gothic
articles alleged to have been made in the reign of Rich-
ard II., between the years 1367 and 1399 — nearly five
hundred years subsequent to the time assigned for this
legendary assembly.

The very general decline of literature and classical
knowledge which ensued after the terrible devastations
to which the whole of England was exposed, is the subject
of a letter by Alfred the Great to a friend, lamenting the
almost total extinction of learning in his kingdom, and
that, although at the close of the eighth century a knowl-
edge of Greek was so universal that women wrote and
spoke it fluently, yet in his day, about fifty years before
the alleged assembling of Masons at York, * there were
comparatively few persons who were able to understand
the church service in the English tongue, or translate a
Latin epistle into their own language.”® We may, at

! Ottfried Mueller, Archaologie der Kunst, p. 224. See, also, note (2), on
the same page, where the traditional assembly alluded to is stated by this
learned author with extreme caution. .

2 Ancient Constitutions, p. 31. No authority for lateral search is cited —
simply the bare narrative.

® Lingard, Antiquities of the Anglo-Sazon Church, pp. 224-6. According to
Pauli, Life of Alfred the Great, p. 192, King Alfred endeavored to reorganize
an efficient corps of architects ; with what success does not appear. This great
monarch seems to have made strenuous efforts to rebuild the churches burned
during the Danish invasions, with the aid of foreign artists, imported from
abroad: ex multis gentibus collectos et in omni terreneo sdificis edoctos.



116 THE EARLY HISTORY AND

least, assert it to be highly improbable that any of those
who are said to have framed these ancient charges and
regulations for the government of the craft in the tenth
century were, at this epoch, able to comprehend Greek,
when, as Mr. Hallam® says, England was sunk into a
lamentable state of barbarism and intellectual darkness.
So far as relates to the French language, in which a por-
tion of these famous records are claimed to have been
drawn up, it will suffice to say that, in the year 926, no
French idiom existed as a written language”? The time
fixed as the date of the York assembly, in the year 926, is
purely and entirely conjectural. No portion of the manu-
script contains the slightest allusion to that or any other
period, but merely states Masonry was introduced in the
time of Athelstan,® who, according to more recent written
legends, held a grand convocation at York, and that he
made proclamation at that time for all records pertaining
to the craft to be produced before him. Upon what

Asser., p. 495. At a much earlier period, an English bishop procured masons
from Gaul to construct for him a stone church. Misit legatarios Galliam qui
vitri factores (artifices videlicet) Britanniis eateus incognitos, etc. Beda, Fec.
Hist. From this, it seems the process of erecting stone edifices was entirely
unknown to the British people. It is probable that these foreign artificers
were Greeks, and members of the Byzantine corporations, to whose hands almost
the whole work of such constructions was, in those remote times, committed.

1 Introduction to the Literature of Europe, Vol. 1., p. 6.

2 Hallam, Literature of Europe, Vol. I, p. 6. For a complete and compre-
hensive description of the dialectic corruption of the Latin language existing
in France at this period, see Villemain, Tableau de la Litterature au Moyen
Age, Tome 1., 23 1 and 2; also, Maffei, Storia della Letter. Ital., Tomo 1., p. 19.
Although no well-founded belief can be accorded to the assertion that Masonic
records in the French language existed in the tenth century, the allegation
will serve to indicate that, at whatever epoch the manuscript under exam-
ination was first framed, it was well understood, and currently accepted, that
French Masons had, at some time, brought into England sufficient Masonic arts
to entitle them to specific mention. Unity of traditions between the medizval
English and French craftsmen points to France as the earliest and nearest
source where Masonic knowledge was procured.

3 Royal MSS, 17, A1, folio 5.



ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY. 117

authority this assemblage of Masons has been referred to
a definite year is unknown, but, it is to be presumed, from
the fact that Edwin, an English prince, lived about the
year 926. As to the style, orthography, or lettering of the
manuscript in question, nothing attests Mr. Halliwell’s as-
sumption that it was written in the year 1390. The same
reasoning which ascribes it to the close of the fourteenth
century will admit of assigning an origin much later, per-
haps to the middle of the fifteenth century. However
this may be, I am clearly of the opinion that this MSS.,
which is lettered and numbered in the library of the
British Museum as Royal 17, Al, has been copied from
an older and more ancient parchment, or transcribed from
fragmentary traditions. My opinion is based upon the in-
ternal evidence which certain portions of the manuscript
present, having an evident reference to a remote antiquity.
Among other ancient charges, it is ordained that no mas-
ter or fellow shall set any layer, within or without the
lodge, to hew or mould stone.! In the eleventh article of
these Constitutions, one of the reciprocal duties prescribed
to a Mason is:

“ That seeth his fellow hewen on a stone,
And this then pointeth to spoil that stone,
Amend that stone, and help him,” etc.?

In this connection, I quote from the Cooke MSS., No.
23,198, that the copyist had before him an older parchment,
which contained the following remarkable phraseology :
“ And it is said, in old books of Masonry, that Solomon con-
firmed the charges,” etc. According to the Archeologia,*until

} Halliwell MSS,, 17, A1, The quotations and references which follow are
copied from my book of notes, and were drawn directly from the several
manuscripts cited. Hughan, in his Old Masonic Charges, has given to the
public and fraternity nearly the entire collection of Masonic manuscripts,
which, until recently, remained unpublished in the British Museum Library
and elsewhere in England.

? Halliwell MSS. ® Vol. IX,, pp. 112,113.
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the close of the twelfth century, stones were hewn out
with an adze. About this time the chisel was introduced,
and superseded the hewing of stone. Thus we see that
the words “ hew a stone,” had descended from the twelfth
century, at least, to the period when the manuscript first
quoted was copied, and, being found in the roll before the
copyist, were also transcribed. Moreover, the occurrence
of Charles Martel’s name in the MSS. so early as that of
Cooke, indicates that the tradition of his connection with
the masons or stonecutters had long obtained among the
fraternity in England. It is highly probable that this
legend was carried there by foreign workmen from the
Continent, where, as we have seen, this tradition was
extant as early as the year 1254.

No mention is made, in the French ordinances of Louis
IX., of a certain Namus Graecus, who, a8 stated in the older
manuscripts,! was a curious man, and had been at the build-
ing of King Solomon’s temple. From thence he passed,
in bold defiance of all chronology, after a mighty slumber,
into France, and there taught the stout-hearted Charles
Martel, or Marshall*—the latter, no doubt, an error of the
transcriber—the science of masonry. I merely advert to
this strange statement of Namus Graecus as furnishing
additional, but conjectural, evidence that Masonic guilds
recognized a Grecian origin of many things perpetuated
in their lodges, and that when they were actually organ-
ized, in the eleventh or twelfth century, the same Byzan-
tine traditions which had prevailed among the lay cor-
porations and monastic workmen of an early age passed
to the mediseval Freemasons. The name of Namus, or, as
the old York MSS. style him, Naymus Graecus, simply
signifies Naymus the Grecian. To what age his original

1 Cooke MSS, No, 23,198, and Dowland’s MSS,, in Hughan, Oid Masonis
Charges, p. 26.

% From whatever source Anderson obtained the knowledge for his Ancient
Constitutions, it also furnished the tradition of Charles Martel. Ibid., p. 80.
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connection with the legends of the craft should be assigned,
is beyond recovery. But this name, attesting thus its own
derivation, seems to assume that he was a Byzantine
artificer, or that he belonged to one of the Greek corpora-
tions of builders, whose existence was clearly maintained
throughout Europe from the fifth to the eleventh centuries.

I have enlarged upon the traditional relations of Namus
the Grecian with the earlier building associations, deem-
ing that legend so far trustworthy as developing a clew
to the route by which such portions of Freemasonry as
can be fairly traceable to Oriental influence, came to be
incorporated into the legendary lore of Middle Age fra-
ternities, and, subsequently, constituting an essential part
of lodge ritual. That this was the accepted view by the
ancient craftsmen in early ages, is palpable, and that the
assumption was a correct one, is clearly proven by the
uniformity and unvarying constancy with which the an-
cient manuscripts' assert that Namus the Grecian brought
masonry, or the building art, from the East. This name
has descended to our day through all the intervening
changes of time. It is not to be found in the writings of
secular or profane authors, nor does it appear in the event-
ful periods of ecclesiastical history. It is the only name
mentioned in these venerable Masonic records whose sig-
nificance tends towards a solution of the difficult problem,
at what remote period of European history the details of
art were translated from the Orient by Greek builders,
and also implies the original belief among medisval Free-
masons that, through Grecian operatives, the secrets of
architectural construction had come down to their time.
In addition to this, the manuscripts assert that at the
mythical Masonic convocation at York there were records?

! Lansdowne MSS., No. 98; Cooke MSS., No. 23,198.

2 Ibid. ; also, Hughsn, Old Masonic Charges, pp. 28, etc. The Lansdowne
MSS, No. 98, say there were some in Hebrew. Anderson, Constitutions,
p- 33.
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written in Greek, showing, conclusively, to what extent
these early English masons acknowledged themselves in-
debted to the Grecian or Byzantine artificers.

The old chronicles of the craft further relate, that
Masonry was introduced into France by Namus the Gre-
cian, who instructed Charles Martel in the science. As
we have already stated, the first known master masons
on British soil were foreigners and Frenchmen,— John
Moreau, a Parisian, and William, a native of Sens —the
former of whom, early in the twelfth century, was master
of Scottish masons: the latter, in 1176, rebuilt the cathe-
dral of Canterbury. It is well known that William the
Conqueror deluged the whole of England® with foreign
artificers, whom he brought with him or ordered from
France, and the almost utter extinction of the Anglo-
Saxon social element,? either by proscription or gradual
merging into the Norman, rendered it necessary that
public edifices, if constructed at all, should be erected by
competent workmen imported from abroad. France, at
this time, possessed such artisans, because, according to the
admission of the quaint chronicles hitherto quoted, long
prior to this epoch, Naymus, a Grecian, had carried the
science of masonry into France and taught it to Charles
Martel, conceding, upon the force of tradition, that masonic
art, or the rules of architecture, were also produced upon
French soil by a Grecian or Byzantine operative. And it
is none the less singular or significant, that the Parisian
stonecutters, in the year 1254, asserted their independence
of certain civil duties, by reason of an exemption or pre-

! Hope, Historical Fssay on Architecture, Vol. 1., p. 407; Hawkins, History
of the Origin of Gothic Architecture, pp. 115-16 ; also, Stieglitz, Geschichte der
Baukunst, 3 Ab., cap. 34.

* Thierry, Histoire de la Congquete de I Angleterre par les Normans, Tome 1., p.
110, etc. This author presents an incident of a Norman king, who was unable
to comprehend the Anglo-Saxon dialect when addressed by one of his sub-
jects. Consult Poole, Ecclesiastical Arch. in England, chap. vii.
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scriptive right, which they traced, through all the interme-
diate changes of time, directly to the same Charles Martel !!
When the demands of the Norman conquerors made it
essential to have skilled laborers for the construction of
sacred and other edifices, such workmen were procured
from France in great numbers.?

Forty-nine years after the death?® of William, the Nor-
man king, John Moreau, a Frenchman, had lain the foun-
dation walls of that gorgeous fabric, Melrose Abbey, and,
in a lasting record, alleged himself to be the master of all
masonic work along the river Tweed, on the south border
of Scotland, and in Glasgow. Whatever traditions and
usages the French stonemasons possessed at this epoch,
without doubt, passed over with them into England, and,
through them, obtained currency in that kingdom. Iam
inclined to place the translation of the legend of Charles
Martel, and a knowledge of Naymus Graecus, into Great
Britain at this era, together with such usages and customs
of the fraternity as were practised by the Freemasons of
France. This view of the subject under consideration
has an undoubted weight of reason and evidence, both
legendary and historical, over the visionary assumption
that all, or nearly all, Masonic rites and ceremonies, besides
the medieval art knowledge of the craft, are the lineal
descendants of the ancient Roman building colleges;
especially when it is. stated that the relentless power of
the early emperors of Rome crushed out the vital forces
of these associations, and actually forbade them corporate
existence.* 'When, however, the emergencies involved in
the construction of a new capital for the Roman empire
demanded organized bodies of builders, such corporations
were formed at Byzantium, under permission and patron-

! Boileau, Reglemens sur Metiers, cap. 48.
? Hope, On Architecture, chap. xxxviii. 8 A. D. 1087.
¢ Suetonius, Vit. Jul, c. 42. This subject, in its bearing upon the internal
history of Freemasonry, will be resumed in Part IL of this work.
11
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age of imperial authority. The reference to Charles Mar-
tel, in Boileau’s digest of laws affecting the trades, and
confirmed by the English records, seems to point to the
age of the Carlovingian dynasty® as the period when Gallic
stonecutters or masons recognized the concession made
them, which had been perpetuated to the thirteenth cen-
tury. Taken collectively with the tradition of Naymus
Graecus, this allusion to so remote a period might allow us
to infer that, under the patronage of early German kings,
the Byzantine stonecutters exercised a widespread and
salutary influence in architectural and plastic art in Ger-
many, and as foreigners, sojourning distant from the land
of their birth, they were permitted, by royal mandate, to
live in accordance with such laws as they elected,? and, in
consequence, received exemption from many duties to
which the citizens of the empire were subjected. Among
these privileges, it is fairly inferable that freedom from
municipal watch duty would be the most natural, and as
such, the Grecian corporations at labor in Germany ob-
tained this concession, and transmitted the same unim-
paired to their successors, the stonecutters of Paris, where
we find it in existence as an old established custom in the
year 1254.

Among other French master masons, in addition to
those already cited, who followed the tide of travel toward
England, mention is made® of Masericius, a Lanfrane,
Robert de Blois, Rémi de Fécamp, and Robert de Losenge.
Foreign architects conducted the erection of the most im-
portant cathedrals on British soil, and continued to do so

! Cooke’s manuscript, No. 28,198, says Charles II., instead of Martel. All
others, I believe, agree.

? See supra, p. 30, ef seq., where this doctrine of a personal profession of law
is fully discussed.

3 Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. L., pp. 408, 407 ; Poole, Fecles. Archil. in
England, pp. 92, 124, 126 ; also Hawkins, Hisl. of Origin of Gothic Architec-
ture, pp. 115-16,
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until the total extinction of the knowledge involved in
the Gothic arch. German Freemasous also aided in the
construction of English churches and abbeys and other
public edifices. A German Master Mason, by the name of
Klaus or Kloos, built King’s College chapel at Cambridge,
the finest Gothic structure in England.!

That the German Masonic fraternity exercised a decided
influence upon architecture in Great Britain at an carly
age, is undeniable, and, in addition to the fact that many
elegant cathedrals were erected there in Gothic style,as in
the case of King’s College chapel, just cited, of which the
plans and designs were prepared by a German master, this
assumption is based upon other ground than the preceding.
The earliest records now extant relating to the stonecut-
ters of Germany, allude to four Christian engravers,? who
had received the crown of martyrdom under Diocletian for
refusing to perform certain work to be used in the decora-
tion of a heathen temple. They are denominated, in direct
allusion to the sacred cause of their death, quator coronati.

‘When the German masons arrived in England, they
brought with them a thorough and practical knowledge
of the secret details of that art which constitutes the chief
attractions of Gothic architecture. They also naturally
carried over the usages, customs, and traditions which
were current among the fraternity in their native country.
The most convincing proof that this allegation is a correct
one, is the acceptation of the tradition touching these four
martyrs by the English Middle-Age Freemasons. It is in-
corporated in Halliwell’s manuscript as a portion of the
legendary history of the craft,and is referred to in such a

! Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. 1., p. 407; Stieglitz, Geschichte der
Baukunst, p. 528 ; Poole, Eeclesiastical Architecture, p. 118, refers to one John
Wastel as the master mason of this building, perhaps at a subsequent period.

? Ordnunge der Steinmetzsen zu Strassburg; Krause, Die Drei eltest. Kunstur-
kunden, Bd. I1., Abt. 2, 69. There designated “ Diener der Heiligen vier ge-
kronten.” .
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manner as to warrant the conclusion that the tradition
had long obtained with British Masons. The following
constitutes the whole of this legend, which was transcribed
directly from the manuscript itself:

“Pray we now to God Almyght,
And to his swete modr Mary bryght,
Yat me mowe kepe yese articulus here,
And yese poyntes well al yfere,
As dede yese holy martyres fowre,
Yat in yys craft were of gret honoure,
Yey were as god masons as on erthe shul go,
Gravers and image makers yey were also,
For they were werkmen of ye beste,
Ye Empo* hade to hem gret luste,
He wylned of hem & ymage to make,
Yt mowt be worshiped for hys sake,
Such mawmetys he hade yu hys dawe,
To turne ye pepal from Crysti's lawe,
But yey were stedfast yn Catis lay,
And to their craft wtouten nay.” !

The quaint chronicle further proceeds to narrate that
these stonecutters, or gravers, as they are called, persist-
ing in their refusal to carve out the emperor’s image for
public reverence, were first imprisoned, and subsequently,
by the enraged ruler’s order, put to death. This estab-
lishes a more or less remote connection between the tradi-
tions of the German craftsmen and those of the English
Freemasons.? No doubt many things still practised within
the tiled recesses of Masonic lodges, at all traceable to
German or Teutonic sources, are evidently the contribu-
tions of both the Gallicand German Masons, who, thus early
in the history of Freemasonry, had imparted their several
legends to their British brethren.

! Kloss, Freimaurerei in threr wahren Bedeutung, p. 257, et seq., gives complete
details touching these martyrs. Also Krause, Die Drei ltest. Kunsturkunden,
Bd. I, Ab. 2, p. 405; IL, Ab. 2, p. 287.

? Kloss, ut supra, p. 315.



CHAPTER XIIIL

ExcL1SH FREEMASONS PossEss No UNUSUAL PRIVILEGES— UNDER WL~
LIAM OF WYKEHAM, THEY DECLINE STATUTORY WAGES — AcT OF 3
HexRrY VI., DECLARING MaAsoNIC CHAPTERS AND CONVOCATIONS
Voib AND ILLEGAL, TERMINATES THE FRATERNITY A8 A CLosg OR-
GANIZATION OF CRAFTSMEN — ANCIENT RITES AND CUSTOMS STILL
MAINTAINED IN LODGES — CONTRACT OF A LODGE FOR TILING IN
REIGN oF HENRY VI.— MANUSCRIPT OF THIS MONARCH — MASONS
OBLIGED TO OBEY ROYAL WARRANT — SIGNS AND TOKENS FORBIDDEN
GuiLDS IN FIFTEENTH CENTURY— LODGES OF THE FREEMASONS —
PERrsoNs oF HigH PosiTION INITIATED AT AN EARLY PERIOD INTO
Masoxic LopGes — CLERGY ELECTED To MEMBERSHIP IN GUILDS.

CCORDING to Dallaway,! the Master Masons of
England were frequently employed in govern-
ment service, by applying the practical knowl-
edge of which they were possessed to the in-
vention of military stratagems. English guilds of Free-
masons do not appear to have been privileged beyond
other craft associations. In the year 1351, a number of
operative masons, employed in the construction of Windsor
Castle, under the direction of William of Wykeham as
master of the work — magister® operum — declined accepting
the wages® due them as regulated by an act of Par-

! Historical Account of Master and Freemason, p. 420.

? This was the nomenclature bestowed upon the superintending builder, but
by no means confined to Masonic fraternities. See Du Cange, Gloss. Med. et
Infim. Lat., sub voce.

3 It might be a subject of curious speculation to know the causes which in-

11+ 125
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liament, abandoned the work, and refused to proceed
further. In order that these contumacious masons might
be adequately punished and held in check for the future,
the statute of 24 Edward IIL. was enacted, giving
requisite authority to compel the recalcitrants to resume
their labors, under the penalty, after due notice, of being
branded. Statutes regulating the prices of mechanical
bhandicraft were frequently passed, and as repeatedly
broken by the masons.!

The act of 1356, passed in the thirtieth year of the reign
of Edward III., forbid certain combinations or congrega-
tions of laborers, whereby, it was alleged, the mechanics
and artificers were incited to unjust and illegal demands,
contrary to the spirit of the English Constitution. This
law proving, in a measure, inoperative,’ the power of the
British Parliament was again invoked, and the following
famous statute was enacted in the year 1424, and styled
8 Henry VI, cap. i.:

“En primis come par les annuels congregations et
confederacies faite par les masons en leur Generalz Chapi-
ters® assemblez, le bon cours et effect des statutes de

duced these operatives to rebel ; at all events, it is noteworthy that after this
era, almost all mason work in England was done by contract, under seal. In
these indentures, everything touching the character of materials and wages
of master masons was specified with legal accuracy, so that there could
thenceforth be no misunderstanding. Rymer, Feedera, etc., Tome III., P.IV.,
p- 104, et seq., gives one of these indentures in Norman-French, in which the
king contracts with Richard Washbourn and John Swalwe, masons, to con-
struct Westminster Hall, and is dated 1395, Poole, Feclesiastical Architecture,
p- 383, publishes a Latin indenture of the year 1398, between a prior and
John Middleton, mason, cementarium; this word was used for mason in
France exclusively. Hawkins, Hist. of Orig. Goth. Arch., p. 107,

1 Archeologia, Vol. IX., pp. 119 and 120.

? Dallaway, Historical Account of Master and Freemason, p. 425,

® From this phraseology — en leur generals chapitres assemblez — there is
no doubt the Preemasons had long been accustomed to meet in a general or
grand body each year, to legislate upon all matters pertinent to the well-being
of the craft.
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labourers sont publiquement violez et desrompez en sub
version de la loye et grevouse damage de la commune,
nostre seigneur le roi voullant en ces cas pourvoir le
remedie, par advis et assent susditz et & ’especial request
de ditz communes ait ordine et establi que tieux chapitres
et congregations, ne soient desore tenez; et si ascuns
tielz soient faitz, soient ceux qui soient convictz, adjugez
pour felons; et que tous les autres masons qui veigneunt as
tielz chapitres et congregations soient punitz par em-
presonement de le corps et facent fyn et rauncisn 3 la
volonté du roi.”

It would seem that the process issued against the
masons for an alleged violation of this law, or for any
infraction of contracts solemnly entered into, was the
capias corpus—a writ still familiar in legal practice.
Gouveneur Pownall! asserts, in the most positive manner,
that ¢ this statute ended these bodies in England,” so far
a8 the closeness of their organization permitted them to
control the various branches of architectural art or other
mechanical trades appurtenant to this science. In other
words, this act of Henry VI, under the penalties men-
tioned, forbid the masons assembling as a body of opera-
tive workmen, in order to regulate wages or to arrange
upon what terms apprentices should be received into the
lodges. This authority, which, no doubt, in early ages
was conceded them from necessity, was revoked by the
foregoing statute; and thereafter all matters appertaining
to wages and apprentices were legislated upon by Parlia-
ment.? Although, from the year 1424, Masonic convoca-

1 Archeologia, Vol. IX. p. 120.

? Anderson, Ancient Conastitutions, p. 36, note (*), thinks this act was an out-
growth of ignorance and clerical illiteracy — that all learning, etc., was the
apecial property of the Masons of that age. Preston, Illustrations of Masonry,
P- 118, however, does not agree entirely with this view, but attempts to ground
the passage of the above law on political troubles. The oft-quoted opinion
of Lord Coke, III. Institute, folio 19, touching the effect of subsequent enact-
ments upon this statute, fails to touch the point in question.
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tions, composed of operatives who claimed the powers
hitherto assumed, ceased to exist, nevertheless these arti-
ficers still met in their lodges and practised the original
rites and ceremonies of initiation.! These guilds continued
to survive merely as clubs, which were instituted in lieu
of the chapters, and directed their attention almost exclu-
sively to benevolence.?

During the reign of Henry VI., a body of Freemasons
entered into contract with the churchwardens of a parish
in Suffolk to undertake certain work for them, but ex-
pressly stipulated that a lodge, properly tiled, should be
erected for them at the expense of the church, in which to
hold their meetings® It has been alleged* that this
monarch granted the masons many concessions, which
distinguished them from other craft guilds and fraterni-
ties, as a particular object of his royal favor. Dallaway,
whose treatise on the Master and Freemason® indicates a
careful and rigid scrutiny of authorities, asserts that this
assumption is unwarranted, and that, on the contrary, this
king, instcad of singling out the Masonic fraternity for
especial esteem, permitted them no exclusive privileges as
a society.® The rescarches of this writer develop the incon-
testable fact that certain concessions were granted to other
corporations of tradespeople which were denied the Masons.”

! Archaologia, Vol. IX., p. 120. 2 Ibid., p. 121.

3 Hope, IHist. Essay on Architecture, Vol. I, p. 238, It was usual to stipu-
late for lodges, which, perhaps, were anciently used as sleeping apartments,
In an indenture, dated 1395, the king agrees to lodge the Masons: le Roy
trouvera Herbergage pur les ditz Masons et lour compaignons — for the Masons
and fellows. Rymer, Federa, Tome IIL, P. IV, p. 104, etc.

¢ “In 1442, he was initiated into Masonry, and from that time spared no
pains to obtain a complete knowledge of the art, . . . . and honored them
with his sanction.” Preston, Illustrations of Masonry, p. 124; Anderson’s
Ancient Constitutions, p. 36.

S Historical Account of Maater and Freemason, p. 426.

¢ Dallaway, fbid., p. 425. A candid examination of the customs and pre-
rogatives enjoyed by other guilds will lead the inquirer to the same conclusion.

T Ibid., p. 426.
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The attempt has often been made to prove that Ienry
VI. was a zealous patron of the Freemasons.! A curious
manuscript,’? purporting to have been drawn up in the
king’s own handwriting, is frequently eited to attest his
affection for the craft. The weakness of Henry VI.’s
intellect is well known, and also his disposition to pry
into the mysteries of that strange science of alchemy. It
is possible that his attention may have been directed to
the ‘mystic rites which were practised in the initiation
into the secrcts of Masonry, as furnishing him a probable
solution of the problem involved in the pursuit of the
Philosopher’s stone. However, the original manusecript, of
which a copy?® is said to have been found in the year 1748
in Germany, has never been produced. It is claimed that
a transcript of the same, with the royal autograph attached,
was made by the antiquarian, John Leyland ; but on com-
parison with other signatures of the king, according to
Dallaway,* it has been pronounced spurious.

‘Whenever the services of the Freemasons were required
in the erection of edifices, they were obliged to obey the
royal mandate or letters patent.> This order was usually
drawn in favor of the person who designed building, and

! Preston, ut supra, p. 124; Anderson, Ancient Constitutions, p. 36.

? Krause, Die Drei @ltesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. 1., Ab. 1, p. 20.

% See Introductory Essay to Iutchinson’s Spirit of Masonry, p. 13, ete., for full
information touching this manuscript. Also, infra, Part IL, Faculty of Abrac.

¢ Historical Account of Master and Freemason, p. 429.

8 Ibid., p. 426. Halliwell’s MSS. contuins the following regulation for the
punishment of disobedient members:

“The scheref schal come hem sone to,
And putte here bodyes yn decbpe prison,
For the trespass that they hav y-don,
And take here goodes and here cattell
Ynto the kynges hand, every delle,
And let hem dwelle here ful stylle,
Tyl hyt be our lege kynge's wylle.” 12th P.

This confirms Anderson, Ancient Constitutions, p. 34, note (¥); also, Brentano,
Prefatory Essay to Hist. of Guilds, p. cxxvil,
I
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eommanded the craft to proceed forthwith, underthe penalty
of fine and imprisonment, to render such services as were
named in the warrant, and by it they were bound to accept
the wages prescribed by law.! In the year 1495, a statute
was enacted by Parliament forbidding artisans of every
description the use of “signs and tokens.” About the
middle of the ensuing century, the statutes which pro-
hibited the craft of builders from freely practising their
trade according to ancient usage and custom, were repealed ;
but this license was speedily revoked, excepting so far as
the same related to the city of London.? Whenever infrac-
tions were proven to have been made by the tradesmen of
the royal ordinances, such offences were cognizable before
a justice of the peace, who was also empowered temporarily
to suspend their corporate privileges, or to revoke them
absolutely.®

On the 28th of April, in the year 1610, the justices of
the peace established the following legal schedule of wages
which should be paid this class of artificers:*

With Meat. Without Meat.
s. d. d,

A freemason which can draw his plot and set accord....8 0 12
A rough mason which can take charge over others......5 0 10
A bricklayer...ccceernioieiiecniiiniiiiinne e 4 0 8

“ ¢ Prentice.cceeereeieieuioniiocertnomieniernesnieeeces 3 0 7

The following rates were also adopted® by the same
authorities, in accordance with the provisions of the statute
quoted, at a subsequent period, perhaps, to the foregoing:

! Brentano, Hist. of the Origin and Development of Guilds, p. cxlv.

? Consult Toulman Smith, English Guilds, and Brentano's Essay, prefixed,
¢ iv.,, where the general tenor of the laws enacted at this period sufficiently
attests the text.

® This authority was given by virtue of a statute, passed in the fifteenth
year of the reign of Henry VI., 1437. See Brentano, Hist. and Development
of Guilds, p. cxl.

4 36 Charles II.

b Archaologia, Vol. XI., pp. 203, 208-9. .
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With Meat und? Drink. Without Meat.
8.

[ d.
A freemason . 6 0 1 4
A master bricklayer...ccccciniccineiiiiieiisaincennenea. 6 0 1 0
Servants and apprentices above 18 years old....... 4 0 0 8

In the year 1689 the wages of Freemasons were pre-
scribed to be one shilling and four pence per diem. To
receive more subjected them to a penalty of twenty-one
days’ imprisonment.! From these several enactments it
would appear that the corporations of builders, after the
law of 3 Henry V1., 1424, had ceased to have an existence,
other than that which was tolerated upon the basis simply
as a class of tradesmen, without any special prerogatives,
and whose compensation for work was regulated by a relent-
less law. They could exercise no discretion as against the
royal warrant commanding them to labor for an employer
therein named ; neither were they allowed to assemble in
secret convocation, only for the purpose of performing the
harmless ceremonies of initiation, and were, under the
severest penalties, interdicted from combining to subvert
any law, or to interfere in matters of civil polity. As we
have before remarked, from the time of the promulgation
of this act, the Masonic fraternity was perpetuated almost
entirely as a beneficial club, whose principal object, in a
mysterious manner, was devoted to mutual assistance and
benevolence. It is in the highest degree probable, that
the year 1424 is the proper date to assign for the cessation
of English Freemasonry as a strictly operative association,
and the epoch of its decided tendency towards a specula-
tive science, such as we now find it. The rites and cere-
monies, together with the moral instruction which had
hitherto been in vogue in the lodges, were undoubtedly
continued under the new regime. It is equally true, I
apprehend, that a knowledge of the building art was also

! I'bid., p. 208; Dallaway, Historical Account of Masier and Freemason, pp.
426-7, .
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still procurable from the masters who composed these bodies
of Masons, until the gradually changing current of civiliza-
tion, and the general advancement of intelligence deeper
down among the people at large, combined with the more
rapid introduction of men of social position into these
lodges, attracted perhaps by the novelty presented in the
initiatory rites and conviviality, ultimately extinguished
their operative character. That many details of archi-
tectural art have been lost by the extinction of this feature
of Freemasonry is not denied, but acknowledged on all
sides as a lamentable fact.! Since the Freemasons were
forbidden to convene as a body of artificers, who performed
their work in the secret recesses of the lodge, strongly tiled,
to prevent any but the initiated from entering, they turned
their attention to preserving the original framework of
Masonry as a moralistic organization. By the crushing
power of the statute of 3 Ilenry VI., the Masons were not
allowed to exercise their mechanical handicraft within
guarded doors ; neither were they permitted to arrogate the
liberty of regulating the price of their labor, nor the legisla-
tive prerogative of establishing ordinances affecting appren-
tices, and upon what they should be accepted as such.?
Herctofore these corporations had assumed the right, and
had been permitted the authority, to control their own
members, which privilege was, perhaps, an outgrowth of
the foreign bodies originally incorporated by royal warrant.
They had claimed the powers of petty justice,® which was

! Only so late as the time of Sir Christopher Wren, himself a distinguished

" Freemason, this architect was obliged to confess his inability to understand

all their mysterics. Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. 1., p. 527; Poole,
Fecles. Architecture, p. 118.

2 “In 1536, it became necessary to pass a law (28 Henry VIIL.) forbidding
the Masters of the several corporations to take an oath from their apprentices
that they should not carry on the trade on their own account, without their
master’s consent.”” Brentano, Hist. and Development of Guilds, p. exlix.

3 Brentano, 1bid., pp. cxxvi., cxl.,, and Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen tm Mitel-
alter, p. 319, etc.
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final; they had presumed to establish the duration of
apprenticeship, and arrogated the prescriptive right, after
such term of service expired, to arrest the apprentice in his
advancement to a degree which would materially increase
his profits as a workman. Through the agency of signs
and passwords, they rigidly excluded from their companion-
ship all uninitiates,! and forbid, under severe penalties, the
communication of the slightest details of art to the profane.
All this constituted a monopoly of trade of the closest
organization, and the result could be prophesied.?

In the advancing strides of English civilization, when

the British mind was rapidly crystallizing around a free-
dom from the restraints superinduced by feudal monop-
oly ;% when the full and complete relations of regal sov-
ereignty were settling solidly down upon a basis of law,
and the reciprocal duties of Parliament and royalty were
understood to signify that all legislation affecting the
commonwealth must emanate from their combined voli-
tion —then it was that these closely organized trades-
unions among the builders were remorsely opened to the
public, and all prerogatives hitherto assumed by them
were solemnly abrogated, as detrimental to the common
welfare, and in subversion of legal authority; or, as this
salutary enactment reads: “Sont publiquement violez et
desrompez en subversion de la loye et greviese damage de
la commune.” That this statute was earnestly demanded,
and sadly needed, in England, cannot be denied. Such a
law should be found upon the statute-book of every coun-
try, that when any guild or corporation of men assemble:
in secret conclave, under whatever name or pretext,
whether it be of trades-union, or to exclude any skilled

! Krause, Die Dret eltesten Kunsterkunden, Bd. 11, Ab. 2, p. 276.

2 The struggles between the craft-guilds and the law-making powers in this
connection are carefully narrated by Brentano, Hist. and Develop. of Guilds,
¢ iv.

8 8ee Buckle, Hist. of Civilization in England, Vol. I., chap. vii.

12



134 THE EARLY HISTORY AND

labor, native or foreign, from a full and free participation
in the privileges incident to mechanical trades, or arro-
gate the right to legislate what shall be the duration of
apprenticeship, and what number of apprentices may, in
their wisdom, be allowed to each master mechanic — then
this, or similar legislative enactment, should be rigidly
enforced, to crush a tendency which is as dangerous to
constitutional liberty as it is injurious to healthy trade
and social morals.

As previously stated, the opening of these fraternities
to the public caused the members to direct their atten-
tion to the perpetuation of secret initiatory rites. During °
the course of ensuing centuries, persons who had no im-
mediate connection with any mechanical trade were appa-
rently initiated into the mystic ceremonies of Freemasonry,
and were received or accepted as Masons. At what period
such persons, not tradespeople, were thus accepted, is un-
certain. I am inclined to the belief that this initiation
was conferred upon men of high position or wealth from a
very early age. In the thirteenth century, as we have
seen, in the case of the Parisian stonecutters, a nobleman
was appointed by Louis IX. as general, or grand master,
of the craft.! According to Ungewitter,? from the time the
guilds in Italy acquired a positive status, and obtained a
legal corporate recognition, all citizens admitted under
oath became, ipse facto, full members, notwithstanding they
made no profession of the trade of which the fraternity
was composed. He also asserts,® in Pisa the nobility wero
frequently accepted into membership in various guilds, in

! Boileau, Réglemens sur Les Métiers de Parss, Tit. xIviii.

? Seitdem die Zuenfte zu bevorrichteten Korperschaften geworden brachte
diese ihre Eigenschaft mit sich, dass Jeder der sich in eine davon aufnehmen
liess, vollig als Mitglied galt, wenn er gleich nicht von dem Gewerbe war,
von welchem sie den Namen fihrte.  Geschichte des Handels u. der Industrie, p.
235

? Selbst Adlige konnten in Pisa auf diesem Wege zu den ffentlichen Aem-
tern gelangen. [bid., ut supra,
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order to secure the influence afforded by these corpora-
tions, and thus render advancement to public offices less
difficult.' As a rule, the guilds were endowed with in-
herent power to elect their masters.from the fraternity, or
from men of high rank.? They also were privileged to
select, by ballot, any reputable citizen, and accept him as a
member. One guild in England, whose origin was trace-
able beyond the Norman conquest, elected the clergy to
membership.® King Edward IIL. became a member of a
guild of linen armorers in London, and his example was
frequently followed by his successors, and the nobility of
the kingdom.* Preston® says, upon the authority of an
old manuseript, in the time of this monarch the sheriff,
mayor, or aldermen of the city in which the lodge of
Masons was opened, might be made a Fellow, and asso-
ciated with the Master, in order to preserve order and
decorum among the craftsmen. There is no reason to doubt
the asscrtion of the record referred to by Preston, that, at
the time alleged, persons of social standing, as sheriff
and other civil officers, were accepted as members of the
Masonic fraternity, especially when it is considered such
usage was current among other craft guilds, and that Ed-
ward III. himself was accepted as a member of the linen
armorers’ association.

! Machiavelli, fstorie Fiorentine, Tomo L., p. 804, says that Giano della
Bella, deeply intcrested in the political condition of Florence, associated him-
self with the craft guilds in order to promote the welfare of the city: “dette
animo ai capi delle Arti a riformare la citta.”

 Brentano, History and Origin of Guilds, p. cxxv. In the year 1258, there
was a contest at Cologne over the election of the archbishop to an office in a
craft-guild., See Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen im Mittelalter, p. 324.

8 Toulman Smith, English Guilds, p. 287. From the return of thie guild it
seems to have come within the purview of its institution to found a school
for Jews. Ibid., p. 288.

¢ Brentano, u¢ supra, p. cxxii.

8 lustrations of Masonry, p. 113. In this statement he is followed by Ander-
son, Ancient Constitutions, p. 34, note (*), who is soundly berated by Stein-
brenner, Origin and Early History of Masonry, p. 118, for so doing.



CHAPTER XIV.

FREEMASONRY IN BRITAIN IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY — ELI1AS AsH-
MOLE, THE ANTIQUARIAN, INITIATED IN THE FOLLOWING CENTURY —
Pror's NARRATIVE OF THE CRAFT — ZEAL AMONG PEOPLE OF RANK
TO BECOME CRAFTSMEN AND ‘““ ACCEPTED”’ A8 MasoNs — Sir CHRIs-
TOPHER WREN AS GRAND MASTER — KING WILLIAM RECEIVES THE
DEGREES IN A LopGE AT HAMPTON COURT —FORMATION OF A GRAND
LopGE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

T is perhaps impossible to assign an accurate date
for the admission of non-professional men into
the lodges of Freemasons, prior to the close of
the sixteenth century. The earliest authentic
record is to be found on the rolls of Saint Mary’s Lodge,
at Edinburgh, where it is registered that John Boswell, of
Auchinleck, was present at an assembly of the Lodge in
1600,' and that Robert Moray, a Quartermaster-General of
the Scottish army, was admitted as Mr. (Master 2*)intheyear
1641. Elias Ashmole, the learned antiquary, and author of
anelaborate history of the Knight Templars, made the follow-
ing memorandum in his gossiping memoirs, on the 16th of
October, 1646 : 4 hor. 30 minutes past meridem, I was
made a Freemason at Warrington, in Lancashire, with
Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerticham, in Cheshire.
The names of those that were at the Lodge: Mr. Richard
Penkert, warden, Mr. Jas. Collier, Mr. Richard Sankey,
Henry Lettler, John Ellam, and Hugh Brewer.” From this

! Lyon, History of Mary Chapel Lodge, pp. 96-7. **Indefinite in a Masonic
sense.,” Hughan, in Masonic Magazine, p. 212, anno. 1875.
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citation, it appears that one Col. Henry Mainwaring, an
English officer, was initiated with Ashmole, in the year
1646. It is not improbable that Elias Ashmole may have
sought a knowledge of the mysteries of Freemasonry, pre-
suming, perhaps, upon the service it might afford him in
preparing his history of chivalry. Under the date of 1682,
an additional entry was made in his diary: “March 10.
Received a summons to appear before a lodge at Masons’
Hall, London. 11th. Went, and was admitted into the
fellowship of Freemasons by Sir William Wilson, Knt.
Was senior Fellow, being thirty-five years since making.
Dined at dinner, at expense of the new accepted Mason.”
In this connection, it is a subject of curious speculation as
to the identity of Richard Sankey, a member of the above
lodge. Sloane’s MSS.;'! No. 3848, was transcribed and
finished by one Edward Sankey, on the 16th day of
October, 1646, the day Elias Ashmole was initiated into
the secrets of the craft! It is clearly deducible, I think,
from the foregoing citations, that, during the seventeenth
century, Freemasonry had practically ceased to be a society
composed of operative masons, and that, from the opening
to the close of this century, no artistic or mechanical
knowledge was a qualification necessary for admission
into the fraternity, and that the guarded doors of lodges
were freely opened to unprofessional citizens.

In the year 1686, Plot says,? in the most emphatic terms,
that although the Freemasons were still a body of opera-

1 The terminal page bears the following attestation:

* Finis p me Eduardu fankey
decimo sexto die Octobris Anno Domini 1646.”

Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 47, et seq., has given this manuscript to the
public.

3 Natural History of Staffordshire, 83 85, 86. “Customs, etc., whereof they
have one of admitting men into the society of Freemasons, that in the moor-
lands of the country be of great request, than anywhere else, though I find
the custom spread more or less all over the nation, for here I found persons of
the most exalted estates that did not disdain to be of the fellowship,” etc.

12%
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tive workmen, actually employed in the construction of
public edifices, there was much zeal manifested among the
people of the most exalted positions to be admitted as
members of these bodies, and who were accordingly intro-
duced into the mystic rites practised in the lodges, and
designated as “ accepted Masons.” The earliest use of these
last words is to be found in Ashmole’s Memoirs, where he
states that, in the year 1682, on the 10th of March, he
dined at the expense of the new “accepted Mason.” This
or analogous phraseology had already begun to prevail in
a different form. In the year 1670, according to the Har-
leian manuscript,! the words ‘“accepted a Freemason,”
were used to distinguish a Mason so received and taken
by the fraternity without professional apprenticeship, from
one who was initiated because of his vocation, and this
signification is corroborated by Dr. Plot.?

A rapid change in the character of Masonic membership
in England was eftfected during the seventeenth century.
Although the non-operative Masons who were initiated
into the mysteries of the order, at the opening of this cen-
tury, no doubt constituted a greater or less minority, a
decided transformation was brought about in the class of
initiates towards the close of the seventeenth and the
opening of the eighteenth century. By this fundamental
alteration touching essential qualifications for membership
without reserve, gentlemen, the learned of all professions,
and noblemen, began to unite freely with the Freemasons,
who had gradually ceased to exist as a strictly mechanical
guild, by legal interdiction, in the year 1424. During the
revolution of 1688, Freemasonry had a precarious exist-
ence ; 80 much so, that seven lodges alone could be mustered
on the rolls in London.® Preston alleges* that Sir Christo-

1 No. 1942; also Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 52, et. zeq.

? Natural History of Staffordshire, loe. eit.

8 Preston, Illust. of Masonry, p. 148; Anderson, Ancient Constitutions, p. 41.
¢ Ilustrations, etc., p. 148,
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pher Wren was appointed Grand Master of Masons in the
year 1685,and that this distinguished architect, during the
construction of St. Paul’s, presided over St. Paul’s Lodge
of Freemasons. Halliwell, in his Early History of Free-
masonry in England, quoting Aubrey, Natural History of
Wiltshire, page 277, says: * Memorandum. —This May the
18th, being Monday, 1691, after Rogation Sunday, is a
great convention at Saint Paul’s church of the fraternity
of the adopted Masons, where Sir Christopher Wren is to
be adopted a brother, and Sir Henry Goodric of the Tower,
and divers others.” This statement, which has all the
appearance of being authentic, is in direct antagonism to
Preston’s assertion, and is, historically considered, entitled
to greater weight. The date assigned in the foregoing
quotation is, no doubt, accurate, and establishes the time
when this illustrious builder was initiated into the myste-
ries of the craft.

Under Queen Anne, Masonry seems to have been in a
measure devitalized and notoriously languishing. With
the exception of the old Saint Paul Lodge and a few others,
the Freemasons in London do not appear to have met regu-
larly for work ;! and to such extremes was the fraternity
reduced, that a formal proclamation was promulgated,
announcing that henceforth the privileges of Freemasonry
andl right of initiation into the mysteries of the order
should no longer, even in theory, be limited to architects
or operative masons, but that all men, of whatsoever pro-
fession, after having been regularly approved and elected,
should be entitled to the degrees? and become members of
the order. Whatever may have been the predisposing
cause which induced this new regulation to be thus pub-
lished, is only subject of conjecture.® Although, from the

! Preston, Illustrations of Masonry, p. 148; Anderson, Ancient Constitutions,
p- 47.

* Preston, MNustrations, ele., p. 149.

¥ 8ee Findel, Geschichte der Freimaurerei, p. 145, ete.
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date' of this announcement, Freemasonry was publicly
recognized as resting from its operative labors, in order
more generally to cultivate the social and speculative,
however such result had been practically attained long
prior to this edict It is said? that in the year 1695, King
William was privately initiated into a lodge at Hampton
Court, which ever afterwards was the special object of his
fraternal attentions, and in 1697, a General Assembly of
Masons was convened to elect Charles, Duke of Richmond
and Lenox, as Grand Master. On the 24th day of June,
1717, a Grand Lodge of Freemasons was formed on the
express basis that old and immemorial usagés and land-
marks should be sacredly perpetuated.® And thus Free-
masonry, after the gradual extinction of its operative
features, consummated the speculative details by rigidly
clinging to past traditions; and by the continuation of
venerable symbols, rites, and ceremonies which, with slight
modifications, still exist.

! Sometime after 1702, and evidently before 1717. Preston, ut supra.

2 Preston, Ibid., p. 148; Anderson, Ancient Constitutions, p. 43.

3 At the time referred to, it was enacted by the Grand Lodge: “ That every
privilege which the lodges enjoyed by virtue of their immemorial rights, they
should still continue to enjoy, and that no law, rule, or regulation, to be there-
after made or passed by the Grand Lodge, should ever deprive them of such
privilege, or encroach on any landmark which was at that time established as
the standard of Masonic government.” Preston, Ilustrations of Masonry, p. 151.




CHAPTER XV.

FREEMASONRY IN GERMANY — CATHEDRALS OF ULM AND NUREMBURG
AND THEIR MASTER BUILDERS — GERMAN (FRAND LODGE OF MAsSONS
AND ERwWIN VoN STEINBACH — PAPAL CONFIRMATION — JURISDICTION
OF THE SEVERAL GRAND BODIES — CONVENTION OF TORGAU —AN-
CIENT STONECUTTERS' LAW — OLD LANDMARKS REAFFIRMED AT
ToRrGAU— THE CRAFT CONTINUE AS AN OPERATIVE SOCIETY UNTIL THE
E1GHTEENTH CENTURY — EDICT OF 1731 — GRAND LODGE OF STRASS-
*BURG DESTROYED BY THE FRENCH REVOLUTION — LODGES ON THE
CONTINENT QPENED UNDER ENGLISH CHARTERS — CAUSES CONTRIBU-
TING TO THE OVERTHROW OF THE FREEMASONS AS A BoDY OF TRADES-

MEN.

OWARDS the close of the fourteenth century,
many new and splendid works of art were exe-
cuted in Germany. The foundation walls of the
Ulm cathedral were laid in the year 1377, and

the edifice itself was completed in 1494, by Ulrich of Em-

singen, who is said to have been the master architect and
superintendent of the work. The choir slabs, wrought by
the hands of Jorg Sirlen, a distinguished Master Mason of
the fifteenth century, are especially noteworthy on account
of a half life-sized figure which that artist has carved upon
them. Over the upper entrance on the south side of this
edifice, a sketch of the minster, hewn in stone, is still
visible.! During the latter portion of the fourteenth cen-
tury, Charles IV. caused the church of St. Stephen, at
Tangermiinde, to be constructed, of which Ileinrich Bruns-

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 584,
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berg was master builder. The Laidies’ Chapel, at Nurem-
burg, built during the reign of the above monarch, between
the years 1361 and 1365, was erected by the joint labor of
George and Fritz Ruprecht, Master Masons, assisted by
one Selbald Schonhofer, noted as a skilled stonecutter.
To this church an addition was made in the year 1462,
under the direction of Adam Kraft, superintending Master
Mason. The elegant baptisteries in the interior of the
chapel, may be mentioned as the undoubted handicraft of
the artisans who labored in the stonecutters’ lodge near
this building. During the period extending from 1361 to
1877, a new choir was added to the church of St. Sebald,
whose principal attraction consists of the chaste and clabo-
rate pilasters in the edifice, hewn by the skilful hands of
ancient masters. Among the more notable objects pos-
sessed by this church, are some pieces of statuary by Adam
Kraft, to whom reference has been made, who seems to
have received material assistance from Master DPeter
Vischer, whose celcbrated work, Sebald’s grave,! is a
permanent attraction to all lovers of the fine arts. Saint
Mary’s chapel, at Wiirzberg, commenced about the year
1377 and completed in 1414, and the work of the mediseval
Masonic fraternity, merits especial attention for its curious
carved statuesque imagery above the main entrance. The
relief figures seem to have been placed there with direct
and significant allusions to the corrupt condition of the
Romish church.

At what period the Freemasons of Germany first insti-
tuted a Grand Lodge, or acknowledged the authority of a
Grand Master, is uncertain. Stieglitz? says the building
corporations in different parts of the empire stood in close

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 587.

? Ibid., pp. 610-611. Die Bauvereine der verschiedenen Reiche in Deutsch-
land standen mit einander in genauer Verbindung, und sie erheilten, un-
terstiitzt von Konigen und Pipsten immer mehr Festigkeit und griszeres
Ansehen,
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connection with each other, and that they had, at an early
date, received from various emperors and petty powers
many substantial tokens of their approval and favor. The
lodge of Strassburg, at its institution under Erwin of
Steinbach, obtained from Rudolph I.!' of Habsburg, espe-
cial privileges, in order to facilitate the procuration of
skilled stonecutters.? In addition to these concessions, it
also acquired independent jurisdiction, in accordance, per-
haps, with usages and practices which had existed for ages,
for the purpose of facilitating the uninterrupted progress
of labor on the cathedral, and in order that strict order
might be preserved.® In the year 1278, Pope Nicholas IIL.
issued to this lodge a letter of indulgence, which was occa-
sionally renewed by his successors, and ultimately con-
firmed by Benedict XII.* Evidently, therefore, at that
time this fraternity of builders was established on a solid
foundation. Whether the regulations of the society, in
earlier ages, were preserved in a written form, cannot be
ascertained with certainty; it is probable that they were
propagated by oral proclamation. We know, however, that
thirteen years after the completion of the Strassburg
minster turret, Jacob Dotzinger, as master of masons
employed on the cathedral, in the year 1452, succeeded in
uniting the existing lodges of Germany in a general or
grand body, and in the year 1459, at Regensburg, the
statutes and general regulations of the stonecutters or

! Die Strassburger Haupthiitte, welche, bei ihrem Entstehen unter dem
groazen Baumeister Erwin von Steinbach, von Kaiser Rudolf von Habsburg
mit bedentenden Privilegien bedacht worden. Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p.
162.

? Um die Zuziehung geschichter Steinmetzen zu erleichteren. Stieglitz,
QGeschichte der Baukunst, p. 611.

% Delinquent Masons were rigidly punished by a regularly constituted court
of the fraternity, which in 1275 was held in the open air at Strassburg. Bren-
tano, Hist. of Orig. and Develop. of Guilds, p. cxxvi.

¢ Btieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 611 ; Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in ihrer
wahren Bedeutung, p. 9.
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masons were reduced to writing.! In this constitution
the authority of four Grand Lodges is recognized, viz.:
Strassburg, Cologne, Vienna, and Zurich, under whose
several jurisdictions various subordinate lodges were re-
organized. Twenty-two lodges* were dependent on the
Grand Lodge of Strassburg, and were dispersed throughout
Swabia, Iesse, Bavaria, Franconia, Westphalia, Thuringia,
the provincial territories bordering upon the Moselle, and
as far as Italy. The Grand Lodge of Cologne exercised
jurisdiction over cities along the Rhine. The territory
of the Vienna grand body extended throughout Austria,
ITungary, Steyermark, and the country on the confines of
the Donau. Switzerland, and the lodges at Berne, Luzern,
Scafhausen, St. Gale, and other cantons, were subject to the
authority of the Zurich Grand Lodge. Among all the
Grand Lodges of this age, that of Strassburg was pre-
eminent, and was recognized as having supreme authority,
and taking precedence over all Masonic bodies in the em-
pire. Morcover, the master builder then at work on the
minster at Strassburg was declared the Grand Master of the
fraternity in Germany.® Several subsequent convocations,
held at Speyer in the years 1464 and 1469, maintained the
integrity of this compact.* During a period of thirty-four
years, the fraternity of Freemasons preserved a languid
existence, until the Emperor Maximilian, in the ycar 1498,
while at Strassburg, vitalized the society by granting to
the several regulations hLis imperial sanction and recogni-
tion.*

! Stieglitz, Ibid., loe. cit.; Keller, Kurzgefasste Geschichte der Freimaurerei, p.
8; also Brentano, ubi supra, p. cxxxiv.

2 Krause, Die Drei eltesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. TL, Abt. 1, p. 286.

3 “ Der werkmeister Jost Dotzinger oberster Richter sin sol, ete.,” from the
text, published by Krause, ubi supra; also Brentano, Hist. and Devel. of Guilds,
p. cxxxiv.

4 I shall have occasion to refer to the ordinance of 1462 hereafter.

8 Kloss, Die Freimaureres in threr wahren Bedeutung, p. 250,
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A general assembly of the Masons, at Basel and Strass-
burg,' in the year 1563, reduced the preceding ordinances,
which had gradually increased, in volume and number,
into convenient form by compilation, which received the
name of * Steinmetz Recht,”’—stonecutters’ law,— other-
wise known as Brothers’ Book.? The constitutions of
1563 were subsequently printed, and copies of the same
distributed among the several Masonic lodges.® In this
manner there exist two separate and distinct general
regulations —the older of 1459, and the later of 1568,
confirmatory of the first. There is another Masonic or
stonecutters’ ordinance, drawn up in the year 1462, which
is of the highest importance. It far transcends in value
all other German constitutions extant of that remote
period, either in print or manuscript. Although these
regulations never received that imperial sanction which
made those of 1459 and 1563 of binding force upon the
fraternity throughout Germany, yet, by solemn compact
between the master builders of Magdeburg, Ialberstadt,
Hildesheim, Mullburg, Merseburg, Meissen, Voightland,
and by the Masons of Thuringia and Hartzland, these
statutes were enacted at Torgau during the days of Saint
Bartholemew and Michelmas,® and deliberately agreed to
as the law which should, in future, regulate and determine
all matters pertaining to the craft residing upon the terri-
tory mentioned.* The introductory clause® of this valua-

1 See prefatory clause of this ordinance in Krause, ut supra, p. 294.

2 Stieglitz, GQeschichte der Baukunst, pp. 610-612; Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in
shrer wahren Bedeutung, p. 251, etc.

8 Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 163.

¢ Proem, of Ordnung der Sleinmeizen vom Yahre 1462, and Stieglitz, supra,
p. 613.

& Ordnung, ete. For convenience I have used the edition of Stieglitz, pub-
lished in his Ueber die Kirche der heiligen Kuniqunde, p. 59, el seq.

6 “ Auf die heilige eide, die wir Steinwerck gethan haben, soliche ordnunge
auffzunemen und zu bestettigen Inn diesem Lande nach gewonheit. Grossen
Schaden und Unordnunge der werke, u. 8. w”  Ordnung 1462, p. 59.

13 K



146 THE EARLY HISTORY AND

/ ble constitution asserts that important changes® had crept
into the Masonic organization, and abuses, unchecked,
had begun to prevail in the lodges where the fraternity
assembled. The professed object of the convocation ut
Torgau, in 1462, was to remedy the defects asserted to
have obtained with the ordinances of Regensburg and
Strassburg in 1459, and for the purpose of bringing the
internal organization of Freemasonry back to its original
consistency.? From this it will readily appear what ines-
timable assistance this regulation offers for investigating
the landmarks of Masonry as they existed among the
mediseval stonecutters in their ancient purity. The view
afforded of the internal mechanism of lodge work and
strange customs of that and preceding ages, can alone be
found in this document, so solemnly and diligently pre-
pared by the dissenting brethren of Torgau, who, as a
gociety of conservators, sternly discarding all innovations,’
tolerated no infringements upon established usages, but
adhered rigidly to immemorial customs, such as their
predecessors had practised from a remote period. In fact,
the full details which are presented to us in this constitu-
tion, add many links to the subtle chain which carries
Masonic symbolism far back to the opening dawn of
Germanic civilization, long anterior to the introduction
of Judaic or adventitious ritualism — back to a time when
the refining influences of the Christian religion were
unknown, when the Scandinavian warrior still appealed
to his God of Battles, and the Norse priest celebrated the

1 Ttis asingular coincidence that the Grand Orient of France, in 1801, ordered
the publication of a standard ritual work in order to correct such infringe-
ments, and is styled Regulateur du Magon. A copy of this book is in my
possession.

? “ Inn diesem Lande nach gewonheit, als disz Buch Clerlich auszweist das
haben wir, etc.” Ordnung vom Yahre 1462, p. 59.

* Ein solches zu Regiren und zu halden Inwirden nach der lande gewonheit
und noth. Darumb haben wir etzliche auff das Beste ausgezogen aus dem
Buche, etc. Ibid.



ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY. 147

dread ceremonies of a mystic faith, amidst the revolting
cruelties of human sacrifice.

There is no doubt that the framers of these regulations
drew largely from older and authentic ordinances of the
craft —older even than those which were used in the
preparation of the constitutions' of 1459 at Regensburg
and Strassburg. As a satisfactory attestation of this
assumption, it will suffice to refer to the indignant pro-
test of the Torgau dissenters against the changes which
were made in the work, implying a grave variation from
established usages, in order to harmonize with the newer
phases of society.? Notwithstanding this later ordinance,
the earlier one of 1459, and that of the year 1563, continued
to exist as binding upon the Masons residing under the
several jurisdictions as previously designated, and were
regarded as the law for the lodges within their territorial
limits. The constitution thus passed upon in 1462 was
publicly read at each annual communication of masters
and the brethren, and a strict conformity to it enjoined.®
Many points of absorbing interest appear in these regula-

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 613. The following is the phrase-
ology: “ Auch alle diese artigkel sindt gemacht worden ausz dem Texte des
alden Haubtenrechtes.” Ordnuny, Proem, p. 60. The holy martyrs, there
denominated as Christorius, Singnificamus, and Claudius, are asserted to be
the original compilers of the stonemasons’ law.

1 “Und sie haben angesehen solichenn Schaden und Unordnunge der werke
und Verseumnisse, ist geschehen en allen landen von den werkmeistern, pal-
lirer und gesellen.” Ordnung 1462, Proem, p. 59.

3 Etzliche Stiicke, die da not sein allen obern werkmeistern und gesellen
auf das Kiirtzte das das rechte Buch sol In ein bleyben und nicht gelesen
werden den, dess Yars, ete.”” Ibid., p. 60. Perhaps the real design in their
bringing these parts of the ordinance before the general or grand body was to
give the Fellow craftsmen, who were there made Masters, an impressive oppor-
tunity to know the regulations. These general chapters, held each year, con-
ferred the degree of Master on the Fellows. Vide Krause, Die Drei eeltesten
Kuns urkunden, Bd. IT., Ab. 1, p. 314, and names given of such as had been
thus made, in the year 1563, and appended to this charter. Also, Kloss, Die
Freimaurerei, ele., pp. 210-14.
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tions which the former do not possess. It affords the
means by which the history of lodge life can be traced
with sufficient accuracy, and furnishes us an outline of
such symbolic references as had continued uninterrupt-
edly from times of the remotest antiquity down to the
date of this curious document. It also teaches us the
relative and reciprocal conduct of master and wardens
towards the craft, and to each other. As a mere contri-
bution to the history of morals of that age, the ordinance
of 1462 is of the highest value;' but when the detached
parcels of the same, disjointed though they be, are viewed
with a critical eye, and examined from an archeeological
stand-point, the several details are of the most inestimable
aid in establishing beyond controversy the absolute existence
of the Gothic or Teutonic derivation of many mediseval
Masonic symbols, which have been perpetuated to our day.
Numerous facts are here brought to light, touching the
internal government and the general regulations, which
prevailed within the closed recesses of the lodge — facts
which the constitutions of 1459 and 1563 utterly ignore,
and exist alone in this invaluable Torgau ordinance of
1462.2 :

For a long time, the building corporations continued in
active vitality in Germany, and with great benefit to
architectural art.® Sufliciently fortunate in evading the

! Stieglitz, Ueber die Kirche der heiligen Kuniqunde, p. 34.

? A document alleged to have been written in the year 1535, at Cologne,
has recently attracted an undeserved attention from the German Masons.
There is no doubt that the so-called Cologne manuseript was prepared between
the years 1778 and 1786, for the especial object of directing the fraternity in
strong antagonism against the Romish church. Keller, Kurzgefasste Geschichte
der Freimaurerei, p. 100, very justly observes, “to accept the genuineness of this
Cologne document, would totally change the entire front of Freen:asonry.”
It was evidently drawn up by strong partisan Masons, about the time men-
tioned, to counteract the edict of Clement XII., in 1738, against the Sree-
masons.

3 Stieglitz, Baukunst, p. 625.
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fate to which the English fraternity had succumbed early
in the fifteenth century, German Freemasonry still existed
as an operative science. It cooperated with princes and
ecclesiastics to construct churches and many other impor-
tant buildings of public worth. It also assisted in the
moralistic education® of its members with equal success.
Notwithstanding that, during the closing years of the
mediseval era, fine arts had in a measure degenerated,
and that the artistic, delicately-wrought workmanship no
longer appears, yet, withal, a fair knowledge of the prac-
tical details, especially in the constructive principles of
the arch, was as yet retained? And although the frater-
nities of stonecutters had descended from the high and
noble ideality of more ancient times, and gradually assimi-
lated to a mere craft guild or union —and for this conjec-
ture the Constitution of 1563 affords a reasonable ground ;
and although the artist no longer strove to imbue him-
self with the wonderful properties of abstruse and abstract
geometry, but, with apparent indifference, hesitated upon
the threshold of a higher and nobler science, practising
his profession simply by gauge admeasurement ; notwith-
standing these flagrant departures from old and established
methods, there still permeated the fraternity that activity
and life which a struggle for the good and perfect engen-
dered.?

Political dissensions and troubles —which have ever
been the enemics of art — contributed materially to ac-
celerate the destruction of German Freemasonry as an
operative body. The capture of Strassburg, in the seven-
teenth century, by the French, remorselessly removed the
keystone from the arch of Masonry in the German em-

! Numerous proofs of this attempt clearly appear in nearly all the German
ordinances, particularly in that of 1462.
% Stieglitz, ut supra, p. 626.
* Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture, p. 118, pays the Middle-Age Freemasons
a flattering compliment at the expense of modern Masonry.
13#

™N



150 THE EARLY HISTORY AND

pire.! In the year 17072 an imperial Diet promulgated a
decree interdicting the lodges of the empire from a fur-
" ther recognition of the authority, hitherto acknowledged,
due the Grand Lodge of Strassburg. This statute was a
severe blow to the unity of the German Freemasons, and
from this time the fraternity, as a body of operatives,
rapidly advanced to a dissolution.®* However, to effect a
total and complete extinction of closely-organized asso-
ciations of the stonecutters or Freemasons, an additional
imperial decree was published in the year 1731, which,
under severe penalties, forbid all lodges in Germany from
obligating any initiate to silence touching the craft secrets
imparted him.* By the crushing weight of this edict,
Freemasonry, in the year 1731, ceased to exist in the
empire as an operative body.® In many localities, it
was divided into different branches of mechanical trades.
The masons and carpenters usually fraternized in the same
guild.®* The preparation of finer ornamentation for edifices
was abandoned to sculptors, and everywhere corporations
of these artificers sprung into existence, who wrought out

! Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in shr. w. Bedeutung, p. 255.

? Steiglita, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 626.

® In order to give greater effectiveness to his reasoning touching the claims
of Germany w the pointed arch, Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. 1., p. 526,
asserts that the Freemasons preserved their footing and credit longest in that
country.

¢ “ Ein anderer Reichstagschluss, vom Yahre 1731, allen damals in Deutsch-
land betstehenden Hiitten verbot, die aufzunehmenden Mitglieder zum Ver-
schweigen der Kunstheimlichkeiten zu vereiden.” Stieglitz, Geschickic der
Baukunst, p. 626.

8 Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in shrer wahren Bedeutung, p. 256. This imperial
interdiction not only extended to forbid such secret communication to newly-
initiated members, but solemnly declared such as had been thus obligated
freed and relieved from their oaths: “so seynd sie von solchem eid hiermit
vollig losgesprochen.” Ibid., p. 269.

8 As previously noted, the medimval carpenters were affiliated with the
bodies of architects, according to Marchese, Vie dei Architette, etc., Tomo I., p.
143. Carpentarius, usata sempre dal necrologio a significazione di architetto.
Ibid., p. 144.
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the same character of handiwork as the stonecutters;
while the latter, from the abrupt dissolution of their fra-
ternal privileges, merely pursued the humbler avocation
of chiselling piece-work, and the master builders labored
in future for their individual gain, without social relations

with each other or with the guilds. Stonecutters’ corpo-. \

rations, scattered and remote from one another, main-
tained a shadowy resemblance of former Masonic associa-
tions, upon the groundwork of the statute of 1563 —as,
for example, the several lodges of Basel, Zurich, Ham-
burg, and Dantzig'; but the vital spirit which had ani-
mated architectural art was gone, and the living principle
which, in earlier and more favorable times, had quickened
and unified distant and widespread fraternities, barely
survived, while the mere shell, shrivelled into a caricature
of healthy growth, alone remained.

At the close of the seventeenth century, the conquest
of Strassburg and Alsace, by the French, changed the in-
timate relations of the remaining lodges of Germany.?
Upon the incorporation of Alsace with France, the Im-
perial Diet, held in Germany, in 1707, as alluded to,
enacted the decree interdicting further obedience by sub-
ordinate lodges to the Grand Lodge of Strassburg, by
reason of that city having become an integral portion of a
foreign empire. This ordinance, however, was not vigor-
ously enforced, because, so late as the year 1725, a lodge
of stonecutters at Rochlitz still maintained fraternal
intercourse with the original grand body in the above-
named city, and recognized it as absolutely essential to
procure the sanction of the Strassburg Grand Lodge, in
order to render authoritative the regulations which Fer-
dinand II had confirmed.® It is, at all events, fairly pre-

! Stieglitz, Qeschichte der Baukunst, p. 627.

3 Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr wahren Bedeutung, p. 255. Both the
authors cited have drawn their material apparently from the Theatrum Euro-
peum, Tome XVIIL, p. 45.

3 Stieglitz, Ueber die Kirche der heiligen Kunigunde zu Rochlits, p. 23.
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sumable, that the Dresden lodges acknowledged a depen-
dence on this body, otherwise it cannot be inferred that
-the Rochlitz Masons could have sustained such subjective
rclations with a foreign jurisdiction. And in order that
this principle of traditional, or, rather, immemorial,
obedience might be perpetuated, the Grand Lodge of
Strassburg yielded to the demands of the lodge at Roch-
litz, upon conditions which would, for all time, render
requisite the recognition of this grand jurisdiction as the
highest tribunal of justice for Masons, and also to remain
true and faithful to their allegiance. It was furthermore
stipulated, as a symbol of obedience, that each year a
Bohemian groschen should be tendered.!

That the stonecutters’ lodge at Rochlitz remained in
strict union with the Masonic filiations of Strassburg,
admits of no doubt. As late as the sixth decade® of the
last century, that grand body communicated officially with
the Rochlitz lodge, reminding the members of the annual
tribute of groschen. The letters adverting to this service
are still preserved in the archives of this last-mentioned
fraternity.® These admonitions, moreover, attest the
melancholy fact that the fraternal bonds which had ex-
isted for successive ages between these bodies of Masons
were gradually loosening, and, to all appearances, had
nearly ceased to manifest themselves by a reciprocal regard.
When the Grand Lodge of Strassburg was totally extin-
guished, through the agencies provoked by the French
revolution, the last ties of jurisdiction, which had been
" maintained uninterruptedly through five centuries, were
relentlessly severed.* It is, therefore, manifest that Free-
masonry in the German empire, at so late a period at least

! Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, p. 627 ; Ibid., Ueber die Kirche der heil-
igen Kunigunde zu Rochlitz, p. 24.

? Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr wakren Bedeutung, p. 257.

3 Stieglitz, Ueber die Kirche der heiligen Kunigunde, p. 24.

4 Stieglitz, Baukunst, p. 628.
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as the close of the eighteenth century, retained much of
an operative character.! In the year 1823, the Masonic
lodge at Rochlitz obtained from the Saxon government a
new class of regulations, which, according to Stieglitz,?
had but little in common with the old rules, and, with the
single exception of the duration of apprenticeship, which
was reénacted, preserved nothing of their mediseval char-
acteristics. At all events, it is worthy of note, that al-
though the final and absolute cessation of operative ma-
sonry has hitherto been assigned to the year 1717 in
England, and in Germany to the period of the capture of
Strassburg, yet there are unmistakable indications that
English Freemasonry had, early in the fifteenth century,
assumed a speculative type, while in the German empire,
the original operative nature of the ancient building-cor-
- porations was certainly continued to the termination
of the eightcenth century, with a strong probability
of having perpetuated itself distinctly to the present
century. Dr. Scherr® has justly remarked that the shat-
tered fragments of English Middle-Age Freemasonry fur-
nished largely the material for the speculative or modern
society of Masons, and that it was upon the basis of ancient
religious and social ideas, as embodied in these fraternities,
that the present organization has been propagated. Free-
masounry, therefore, in its new attire, rapidly extended to
the Continent, and especially in France and Germany,
where numerous lodges were opened.* It can scarcely be

! See Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. L, p. 526,

3 Stieglitz, Ibid., p. 628.

8 Deutsche Cultur, p. 163. “In England wurde nimlich im Yahr 1717 auf
Grund der religiosen und sozialen Idee der Mittelaterichen Bauhiitte die
Genossenschaft der Freimaurer gegrundet, welche sich rasch auch auf dem
Continent verbreitete und namentlich in Frankreich und Deutschland zahl-
reiche Hiitten eroffnete.”’

¢ Findel, Geschichte der Freimaurerei, pp. 274, 282, I take pleasure in recom-
mending this work to all who desire an accurate history of Freemasonry in
its modern extension,
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presumed that the ritual work thus introduced into Ger-
many was accepted without modification, or that many
symbolic appliances, preserving a vigorous vitality in
the Masonic craft guilds, were not merged into, and made
an integral portion of, the forms and initiatory ceremo-
nies.!

/ In its early history, Freemasonry everywhere applied
the unlimited resources of architectural skill to develop-
ing divine ideas through symbolized stone. Operative
Masonry erected to God the grandest temples of earth,
and filled them with aspiring pilasters and mystic arches.
Freemasonry worked out in granite blocks the thoughts
and aspirations of the Middle Ages. Popular imagination
found its correct expouent, and religion conveyed its most
impressive lessons of faith and submission, in these works
of art. No other means could so accurately evoke that
Christian emotional element underlying the rude and
rugged character of social life at this period. The single
object which presented itself to the Masonic architect was
to find suitable expression for the heart-yearnings and moral
aspirations of the people. This purpose was pursued with
a persistent zeal,? which resulted in art productions of won-
drous beauty and uniformity. So long as architecture real-
ized the anticipations of the Middle Ages; so long as Free-
masonry, through the erection of superb edifices, furnished
an adequate outlet for national ideas, just that long Ma-
sonry continued to create exquisite temples of worship,
and preserved a vigorous existence as an operative science.
When, however, popular thought found expression by

! Perhaps, in various localities, the emblematic uses of numerous things
connected with operative Masonry may have suggested their incorporation
with the English symbols; at all events, there are ritualistic or symbolic dif-
ferences existing between the German work as now practised and that trans-
mitted through the older English craftsmen.

3 Luebke, Geschichte der Plastik, p. 442,
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means of printing-presses, church architecture began im-
mediately to retrograde, and, with it, operative Masonry
rapidly declined.!

A remarkable fact connected with medisval architecture
is its invariably progressive character; but what is even
more striking, has been alluded to previously —the unceas-
ing and unchanging uniformity of Gothic architectural art
which prevailed throughout Europe.? During the Middle
Ages, when Freemasonry was a craft in the hands of a
corporate ecclesiastical fraternity, the members were bound
down to certain rules,and yet possessed unlimited license in
carrying those rules into effect. For instance, precisely in
the same way as if the alphabet of a language were given
to any one, and he were allowed to form whatever combi-
nation of which the letters were susceptible, but not to
introduce new forms and symbols.® The great glory of the
Gothic or Teutonic style* is its perfect unity, combined
with almost infinite variety. In order to preserve that
striking similitude existing between the productions of
operative Masonry, constructed at remote distances from
each other, constant communication was kept up with all
the members of the numerous and widely-extended body
of Masonic craftsmen; and when we consider the unvary-
ing uniformity of style displayed in the construction of

! Le livre va tuer Pédifice. L'invention de Pimprimerie est le plus grand
événement de I'histoire. C'est le mode de Pexpression de 'humanitié qui se
renouvelle totalement, c’est la pensée humaine qui dépouille une forme et qui
en revil une autre. Clest le complet et définitif changement de peau de ce
serpent symbolique. L’architecture est detronée. Victor Hugo, Notre Dame
de Paris, Livr. 5=, chap, 11.

* Hope, Historical Essay on Architecture, Vol. L., p. 241,

* Puly, Manual of Gothic Architecture, pp. 206-207. See, however, Poole,
Ecclesiastical Architecture in England, p. 119, where doubts are expressed
touching the uniformity alleged.

¢ Hope, ubi supra, cap. xxxvi., gives the invention, no doubt justly, of this
feature of mediseval architecture to the Germans, See Hawkins, Hist, of the
Origin of Gothic Architecture, p. 143,
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churches and cathedrals, and the immense number erected
in every country till the overthrow of the ancient religion,
we shall perceive how complete the intercourse among the
Masons, of necessity, must have been.! With the extine-
tion of mediseval Freemasonry, many of the abstruse and
abstract principles of the building art were totally lost.?

1 Paly, ubi supra, pp. 202, 220; Hope, ut supra, Vol. I., p. 238,
3 Touching this, see Poole, ubi supra, p. 118, and Hope, Ibid., p. 527.
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LEGENDARY HISTORY OF THE MAsONIC FRATERNITY — ARTS AND
SciENCES CONCEALED IN CoLuMNS — ToOWER OF BABEL — EucLiD
AND THE EGYPTIAN PRINCES— THE ISRAELITES OBTAIN MASoNIC
KNOWLEDGE FROM EGYPT — SoLOMON AND HIrRAM THE CHIEF ARCHI-
TECTS IN BUILDING THE JEWISH TEMPLE — NAMUS GRAECUS INTRO-
PUCES MASONRY TO THE FRANKISH KING CHARLES MARTEL — SAINT
ALBAN, OF ENGLAND, PROCURES MAsSONS FROM FRANCE — CALLS AN
AsSEMBLY OF THE CRAFT — KING ATHELSTAN CONFIRMS THE PRIVI-
LEGES OF THE FRATERNITY — PRINCE EDWIN IS INITIATED, AND
BECOMES GRAND MASTER — COLLECTS TRADITIONS AND ESTABLISHES
CHARGES.

N order to suitably terminate this portion of my
work, I shall now procced to give a detailed nar-
ration of the legendary history of the craft; of
such portions, at least, as were current among the

medieval Freemasons, and, contrary to the usual method of

transcribing the traditions, I give them.divested of their
antique phraseology, which, when necessary, will be found
noted in the margin. The operative Masons of the Middle

Ages had accepted the division of all knowledge into

seven liberal arts and sciences, of which, as previously

stated, Cassiodorus! was the author,and were thus specified :
first, Grammar, which inculeated proper use of orthogra-
phy and correct speech; second, Rhetorie, by the skilful
application of which the Mason could argue in subtle

! This septenary arrangement was adopted so early as the fifth century, by
Marcianus Capella. Alcuinus, in the eighth century, did the same, with no
other difference than including arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy
under the general term of mathematics. Fosbroke, British Monachism, p. 247.

14 167
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terms. The third was Dialectics, by which he was enabled
to distinguish truth from falsehood ; fourth, Arithmetic
aided him in accurate reckoning, and provided established
principles for scientific accounts. To the practical work-
man of this age, the fifth, Geometry, was most highly
prized, because, according to his article of belief, this
science yielded him the greatest assistance in bounda-
ries and measurement of the earth and of all things. To
express adequately the high appreciation of this science, he
denominated it Masonry. The sixth was Music, which
regulated and attuned the voice of man to song, and
taught him the harmonies of tongue and organ, of harp
and trumpet. Astronomy, the seventh and last division,
delineated the course of the sun, moon, and stars.

All these scholastic sciences the medieval craftsman
assumed to be the outgrowth of one unchangeable prinei-
ple, which was geometry.! After having demonstrated
the vast obligation which all classes of workmen, and the
craft in general,are under to geometry, the manuscripts pro-
ceed to define the descent of Masonry, or geometry, from
times of the highest antiquity. They allege that before
the flood there was a man named Lamech, whose children,
among whom were Jabell, Jubell, and Tuball Cain, framed
many universal sciences; but Jabell, the elder son,
invented geometry,” and by its strict rules divided the
flocks of sheep and lambs in the fields, and first wrought
stones and timber for dwellings.  Jubell, his brother, estab-
lished musical science, the basis of song, of the harp and
organ. The third son, Tuball Cain, was distinguished as
the inventor of the art of working gold, silver, copper, iron,
and steel. These artists, well knowing that the crimes and
sins of mankind would ultimately be avenged by a univer-

1 Cooke MSS., No. 23,198.
? “ He was name mast mason and governor of all Adam’s werkes when he
made ye citie of Enoch.” Cooke MSS., No. 23,198,
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sal deluge, drew up their several sciences and committed
them to the silent but safe custody of two pillars of stone,
in order that, after the subsidence of Noah’s flood, future
generations might possess what they had discovered. One
of these was hewn from marble, to resist the ravages of
fire ; the other was constructed of laterns, in order to with-
stand inundation.? After the deluge, Sem’s grandson,
Hermarynes, subsequently called Hermes the Father of
Wise Men, found one of these stone columns, with the
written tablets contained in it.> Through this discovery
other men were made acquainted with the science.*

At the building of the Tower of Babel, Masonry was
first regularly organized into a corporate body. Accord-
ing to the Cooke MSS., one of Noah’s sons constructed this
famous fabrie, and for services rendered by masons in the
work, “he loved and cherished them well.” The legends
naively assert® that Nimrod, king of Babylon, was a
Mason himself, and deeply interested in the science. And
when Nineveh and other Oriental cities were built, Nim-
rod, at the request of his cousin, king of Nineveh, pro-
vided him with threescore masons to assist in these con-
structions. Upon their departure, Nimrod gave them
strictly in charge to remain steadfastly true to one another,
avoid dissensions and live in harmony, and that they
should serve their lord truly for pay, in order that the
Master might always have proper worship. This was the

1 Dowland MSS. “And wherefore they writt their science that they had
found in two pillars of stone, that they might be found after Noyes flood.”
Vide Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 26.

2 Dowland MSS; Hughan, Ibid. ‘“ And that one stone was marble, for that
would not burn with fire; and that other stone was laterns, and would not
drown in water.”

3 The discovery of these records is thus mentioned by Dowland MSS.:
“Hermarynes afterwards found one of the two pillars of stone, and found
the science written there.” Also Hughan, ut supra.

¢ Dowland’s MSS.; Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 26.

5 Cooke MSS., No. 23,198.
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earliest recorded instance of Masons having had charges
given them. Abraham went into Egypt and there taught
the seven liberal scicnces to the people of that country,
and among others, Euclid was his disciple.? Euclid readily
mastered Masonry, and became a learned master of the
whole seven sciences.? It so happened in his day, that
lords and the ecstates of the Egyptian kingdom had so
largely increased their familics, legitimately and other-
wise, that there was not sufficient sustenance for them.
The tradition further recites that Egypt was of plenteous
generation on account of extreme heat. In order to
remedy the serious difficulty caused by this vast mul-
tiplicity of inhabitants, the royal predecessor of the
Pharaohs summoned a grand council to suggest some
means by which the children of Egypt mlght live as
gentlemen; but this illustrious body of wise Egyptians
was unable to meet the emergency, and were compelled
to make proclamation for some one wiser than themselves
of an expedient, for which he should reccive a suitable
reward.’

In consequence of this solemn edict, Euclid appeared, and
said to the king and his great lords, substantially as fol-
lows: “If you will permit me to govern your children,
and to teach them one of the liberal sciences, they shall
cease in future to be a burden to your lordships, and for
this purpose I demand a commission or charter that will
enable me effectually to rule them in such manner as is
consistent with the regulations of science.” This sage
suggestion was forthwith acted upon, and Euclid, possessed
of his royal warrant, to which no doubt the broad seal of
Egypt was attached, immediately proceeded to inculeate

14 Ye clerke euclyde on yys wyse hyt founde,
Yys crafte of geometry yn egvpt londe.”
Halliwell MSS,, 17 A1, folio 4.
2 Dowland MSS.; Hughan, op. et loc. cit.
8 Dowland MSS.; Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 26.
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into these genteel sons the principles of geometry.! He
instructed them in the art of hewing stone, and to adapt it
to the building of churches, castles, towers, temples, etc.
Others say® that this distinguished scientist signalized him-
self in constructing ditches or canals to irrigate land along
the river Nile. That his services might be more complete,
and deserving of the encomiums of these perplexed aristo-
crats, he gave them charges, and ordained that they should
be true to the king and their lord for whom they worked.
They should also love one another, and live harmoniously
together; and should call each other fellow or brother,
not servant or knave, nor other scurrilous name. They
should, by diligent labor, fairly deserve and earn their pay
of the master. The wisest among them should be selected
as muster, not on account of his lineage, riches, or favor,
but for his merit and cunning in the work, and all this in
order that the lord or employer might be served with
fidelity and zeal. The governor or superintendent of the
works should be called master. Euclid compelled them to
swear a solemn oath, such as men used in his day, that
they would faithfully preserve these regulations. He also
decreed reasonable wages sufficient to provide for an honest
livelihood.* Furthermore, that each year thereafter they
should assemble in general convocation to discuss such
measures as would best serve their employers’ interests
and reflect honor upon themselves. Ile granted them the
power to correct any irregularities arising in the craft,
" and call to account all who trespassed against the science
of masonry.* In this manner Euclid established geometry
in Egypt, and thenceforth in that land it was denominated
Masonry.

! Then Euclid:
“Yn Egypt, he taught hyt ful wyde,
Yn dyvers londe on every syde.”
Halliwell MSS,, 17 A1, folio 4.
? Cooke MSS., No. 23,198.
? Dowland MSS.; Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 27. ¢ I'bid.
14* L
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A long time afterwards the children of Isracl, during a
sojourn in Egypt, acquired the science of Masonry, and
when they were driven out of the land of the Egyptians,
carried their Masonic knowledge into the land of Behest,
or Jerusalem.! King David began the temple, called Zom-
plum Domini, now designated as the temple of Jerusalem.
This monarch constituted himself a patron of the Masons,
and by every means in his power endeavored to show how
highly he prized them. Although he adhered to the charges
of Fuclid, the Masons received from him enlarged powers
for the internal government of the craft, and an increase
of wages. Upon the accession of Solomon to the Israelitish
throne, he pushed forward with vigor the projects of his
father, and hastened the completion of the temple. This
king collected from various countries of the world a larger
class of skilled workmen, who numbered fourscore thousand
hewers of stone. Among other changes made by Solomon,
he selected three thousand? of the most expert operatives,
and placed them as governors or superintendents of the
work.® All these were classed under the general term of
Masons. At this time Solomon received many flattering
indications of the friendly spirit of neighboring rulers, and
among others, Hiram, king of Tyre,* who offered him the
resources of the Tyrian kingdom. By this means the king
of Israel was enabled to procure such timber as was essential
in the construction of the temple. A son of Iliram, Aynon,*

! Cooke MSS,, No. 23,198; Dowland MSS.; Hughan,loc. cit. See Part II.
of this work, on Faculty of Abrac.

? Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 27. The Lansdowne MSS,, Plut. Ixxv.,
E, also fixes the number of master craftsmen at three thousand. This manu-
script is said to have been written in the year 1560.

3 See Regulateur du Magon, 1801 (Grade de Maitre), p. 17, where the exact
figures furnished by Anderson in his Ancient Constitutions, 1723, p. 10, also
appear, and lead to the presumption that the same source of information was
accessible to both compilations.

¢ Lansdowne MSS,, ut supra, and Hughan, ubi supra.

& Dowland MSS.; Hughan, Ibid.; Harleian MSS, No. 2054, folio 34.
The Sloane MSS,, No. 3323, says Dynoi, both evidently corrupted from Hiram.
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by name, was appointed master mason of this great work,
and was especially distinguished for his geometric knowl-
edge. Ile was chief master of all the masons engaged in
the erection of the Jewish temple, and was a proficient
master of engraving and carving, and all manner of masonry
required for the sacred edifice. Solomon, according to old
books of the craft, confirmed the ancient charges, and
sanctioned the customs which had prevailed during his
father’s reign, which the chronicles affirm to be but little
different from those then practised.! In this manner the
worthy science of masonry was introduced into the country
of Jerusalem, and thence propagated throughout many
kingdoms.

In those distant times, as well as in our age, it would seem
that intelligent workmen were inspired with a laudable
desire to render themselves more proficient, and to obtain
from more skilled operatives that art knowledge which
they possessed not. This inducement influenced the illus-
trious Naymus Graecus, or Naymus the Grecian, to whom
reference at length has been made heretofore. Naymus,
incited by a zealous impulse to acquire a thorough and
complete mastery of Masonic science, had repaired to the
Jewish metropolis, and placed himself under the instruction
of Iliram, chief master at the building of Solomon’s tem-
ple. IHaving amassed a sufficient fund of geometricinforma-
tion, or Masonry, the adventurous Greek abandoned the
Orient, and, weighted with Masonic knowledge, arrived
in France. Here he was right royally received by his
majesty, Charles Martel.? This renowned and warlike
nobleman of high degree, being likewise influenced by a
sincere wish to learn the arts and points of Masonry,
selected Naymus Graecus for his master, who taught him
this science. The Carlovingian monarch voluntarily took
upon himself the charges and customs of the Masons ; and

1 Cooke MSS., No. 23,198.
2 Or, according to Cooke’s MSS., Charles II,
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subsequently, as our chroniclers inform us, he ascended the
throne of France.! In this way Masonry was established
in that kingdom.

During the successive epochs to which we have alluded,
the English realm, as our traditions inform us, was desti-
tute of the science of Masonry. This state of lamentable
ignorance continued down to the age of Saint Alban.?
In his day the kings of England were still accustomed to
practise the heathenish rites of their ancient religion, and,
although the ruling monarch appears to have detested the
principles of the Christian creed, nevertheless, urged by
the necessities of barbaric warfare, and desirous of having
a more complete system of fortifications, the king induced
Saint Alban to wall the town, which subsequently bore
the ecclesiastic’s name, and strengthened its natural de-
fences. This worthy saint received the honors of knight-
hood, from whom is uncertain, and was the trusted
steward of the royal household. As a member of the
king’s council, he governed the English kingdom with all
the powers of a prime minister, and also superintended
all building operations which were carried on to fortify
various cities in the land. Saint Alban cherished the
Masons with much zeal, and, in addition to other substan-
tial tokens of his love for the fraternity, he gave them a
practical evidence of such regard, by enhancing the price

! There is a germinal truth in the quaint assertion of these Masonic chron-
icles, and for an examination of the probable relation of Charles Martel to
Masons, see Part II., p. 282, ete.

2 Plot, Natural History of Staffordshire, § 85, says the history of the craft in
his day was contained “in a parchment volume, which is there deduced not
from sacred writ but profane story, and particularly, that it was brought into
Eungland by St. Amphibal and communicated to St. Alban.” In this point
the constitution quoted by Krause, Die Drei altesten Urkunden, Bd. I1., Ab. 1,
p. 84, agrees with the foregoing: “ Amfiabalus hiess und deiser wurde Lehrer
(doctor) des heiligen Albanns.” See Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 84, for
translation of the entire text.
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of labor and regulating their wages.! IIe enacted that the
following schedule of pay should thenceforth be observed
throughout the realm, viz.:

For a Mason, 11s. vi. a week.

For other than a Mason, iiid. a week.

Up to the time of Saint Alban, an English mason
received only a penny, with his meat, for each day’s labor.
Through his influence the king and council were induced
to grant the Masons a charter for better government,
which furthermore empowered them to assemble in gen-
eral convention. To this convocation the name of assem-
bly was given. Saint Alban attended the assembly, and
personally assisted in making Masons. But the most
valued contribution of this distinguished prelate, con-
sisted in the presentation to the craft thus convened a
set of charges.?

After the death of St. Alban, the kingdom of England
was rent with internal dissensions and foreign invasions
to such extent that the beneficent rule of Masonry was
suspended until King Athelstane became king. This
worthy ruler succeeded, after infinite labor, in pacifying
the turbulence of his subjects, and finally reduced the
country to a condition of peace and quietude. Athelstane
erected a number of important public edifices, and among
these were many abbeys and numerous towns. It is
particularly mentioned that the English king loved the

! Nearly all the ancient manuscripts are agreed as to the benefactions of
this saint, and that he first brought Masonry into England during Athelstane’s
time. The Halliwell MSS,, 17 Al, folio 5, is very brief upon this question :

“ Yys crafte come yn to England as yu yode say
Yn tyme of good Kynge Aedelstand.”

2 Cooke MSS., No. 23,198; Dowland MSS. and Hughan, Old Masonic
Charges, p. 28; Lansdowne MSS,, No. 98, Plut. Ixxv.,, E. The York MSS.
also awards praise to St. Alban in this behalf. Preston, Ilusirations of
Masonry, p. 103, note (5), says, in this connection, that many of the records con-
taining the history of St. Alban and the craft were purposely destroyed in
the year 1720, by a misguided zeal.
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Masons ; but, according to the assertion of our gossiping
records, not nearly so much as his son Edwin, “for he
loved the Masons more than his father did.” Edwin
seems to have possessed a decided genius for geometry,
and yielded to the attractions of Masonic science, which
he practised with intense zeal. And in order to make
himself more proficient in the details of this art, he
gathered around him the craft, and communed with them.
Subsequently, as it would appear, from pure affection, he
was initiated into their secret mysteries, and became an
ardent Mason.! By virtue of his royal patronage, he
procured for the Masons a charter and commission to hold
once in each year a general assembly, in whatever locality
they might be directed to convene within the realm.
Among other concessions enumerated in this warrant, was
the power to correct defaults and trespasses which would
impair the success of Masonic science. Prince Edwin
called ‘an assembly of the fraternity at York, and ¢ there
made some Masons.” He enacted a system of charges,
and established certain usages, which he strictly enjoined
upon the craft evermore to obey. The prince retained
the charter in his own custody, and ordained that the
same should be renewed under succeeding reigns. When
this famous assemblage of Masons, with Edwin as Presi-
dent or Grand Master, had convened at York, he caused a
proclamation to be made, that every Mason, old or young,
having in his possession anything touching charges or
usages, as hitherto practised in that or other countries,
whether in writing or merely oral, should forthwith pro-
duce them. After the publication of this announcement,
numerous charges were brought forward and delivered to
the royal Master. Many of them were found to have
been written in French, some in English, others in Greek,
and, according to the Lansdowne manuscript, some were

. ! Bee the manuscripts cited, supra; and Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 28.



ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY. 167

in Hebrew and in other languages.! The spirit of these,
upon examination, was discovered to be identical. Edwin
caused them to be drawn up in book-form, and prefaced
them with a narrative of the origin of geometry or
Masonic science. He also commanded for the future, at
the making of a Mason, these charges should be read or
recited to the initiate. And thenceforth, as the sage
chronicler ohserves, Masonic usages have rigidly conformed
to this order, so far as men might control the same. Since
the time of Edwin, frequent assemblies have been held,
and certain charges added and enjoined, which, in the
opinion of able Masters and Fellows, were essential to the
interests of the fraternity. Here the legendary narrative
terminates ; then one of the wardens shall hold the Book,
so that he or they, who are to be accepted as Masons,
should place their hands in position upon it, and then the
charges must be read : ?

Every man who shall be made a Mason will take heed
of these charges®and if any one find himself guilty of
violating them, or any of them, he must make humble
amends to God. The most important of all is, for him
who has taken upon himself these charges, to have pre-
caution to keep the same, because it is a great peril if a
man forswear or perjure himself upon the book (Bible).
The first charge is that a Mason shall be true to God and
the Holy Church, and shall countenance neither error nor

! Halliwell and the Cooke MSS. say nothing of Hebrew or Greek.

? “Tunc unus ex senioribus teneat Librum ut ille vel illi poniat vel poniant
manus super Librum et tunc precepta deberent legi.” This formal direction
is to be found in nearly all the old manuscripts. The foregoing is, however,
copied from one of the York craft records and the Harleian manuscript, No.
2054.

* Although the following portions of the history of the fraternity cited in
the text belong more properly to its antiquities, and should perhaps be treated
of in Part IL of this work, nevertheless, for the purpose of presenting in a
oconnected form these charges preserved by tradition, I have decided to add
them here.

-~
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heresy, deduced from his own understanding or from the
teachings of learned men.! Ile was also obliged by his
oath to be a true and liege man to the kings of England,
without treason or falsehood, and in case he became privy
to such treason or treachery, it was his duty to make suit-
able amend, if possible, or warn his sovereign or council
of such designs. Masons should be true and faithful to
one another: that is, every Mason regularly initiated into
the science of Masonry or so accepted, should do unto other
Masons as he would they should do unto him. Each crafts-
man was compelled to preserve with zealous care lodge.
deliberations or secrets of the chamber, and all other coun-
cils which, so far as affected Masonry, ought to be con-
cealed. It was also charged upon the fraternity that no
member should be addicted to thieving, but must restrain
his brethren by every means within his power; that he
should be true to the lord or master whom he served, or
for whom he worked, and labor honestly for his employer’s
profit and advantage. Masons shall call one another as
brothers or fellows, and avoid objectionable names ; nor
shall they take their brother’s wife in villany. No Mason
should tolerate an unchaste desire for his fellow’s daughter
or servant, nor put his master to shame. Wherever the
craft lodged, they should pay in all fairness for their meat
and drink, and were carefully enjoined against the com-
mission of any villanous acts in that place which might
bring discredit or slander upon the science of Masonry.?
These were the charges which affected all Masons in general,
but were also to be observed by Masters and Fellows.
Other rules, particularly designed for the Masters and
Fellows, are substantially as follows : That no master should
assume any lord’s work unless he knew himself qualified

1 “TTe must love God and holy church always” Halliwell MSS, 17 Al,
folio 11; Lansdowne MSS,, No. 98 Plut. L., xxv. E.

2 The reveral manuscripts already referred to have been used in preparing
thic regulations given in the text.
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to complete the same, in order that the craft and science
might not be brought into disrepute, and in order that
the lord might be well and truly served. It was enjoined
that each master builder should avoid contracting for
specific labor, but was required to take it at reasonable
rates, so that his employer might be abundantly aided
with his own goods, that the Master could live honestly
and pay the Fellows justly the wages due them, according
to a proper schedule. Neither a Master Mason nor a Fellow
was permitted to supplant one another in individual work ;
that is to say, if any one had agreed to superintend a lord’s
work, no one should undermine him, particularly if he
were able to finish the job as undertaken. All appren-
tices must be taken for a period of seven years, at least,
and such apprentice was required to be able, free-born, his
liubs and members sound, without blemish, as a man
should be.! No Mason could be made a Master or Fellow,
without the assent and counsel of his fellows, before six or
seven years had elapsed ; and whoever would be made a
Mason, in order to receive his degrees, must be a free-born
citizen of good repute, and having a reputation for fidelity,
and not a bondsman. No Mason should receive an appren-
tice unless he had occupation for two Fellows, or perhaps
three. When any work had hitherto been accustomed to
be done as task or contract labor, no master should be
allowed to take a lord’s work by the day, or, as it was
designated, by the journey. Every Master Mason was
necessitated to provide suitable compensation for his fel-
lows, for such at least as were deserving of it,and especial
care was to be taken that false workmen did not deceive

! It will suffice to quote here Halliwell MSS,, 17 Al, as containing the
most ancient traditional foundations upon which speculative Freemasonry
rests.

“Yat he no bondsman prentys make,” folio 7.
“8o yat ye prentes be of lawful blod,

Make no prentys yat ys outrage,

Yat he have hys lymes hol all yu fere.” Art.5.

15 .
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the craft. No regulation was more rigorously insisted upon
than that which prohibited the craftsmen from slandering
or speaking evil of a brother behind his back, to eause him
to lose a good name and his worldly goods; nor should a
Fellow, within or without the lodge, give an ungodly or
reproachful answer to one of the fraternity without just
cause. Every Mason must reverence his elder and put him
to worship.! Games of hazard or dice, or other unlawful
plays, were forbidden, lest the science of Masonry should
be unjustly slandered ; and no Mason should be guilty of
lecherous conduct, nor a frequenter of bawdy houses,
whereby the craft might suffer for the delinquencies of a
few. And in order that every contingency of evil habits
and associations might be provided for, whenever a Fellow
went into town at night to attend a lodge of Masons, a
brother must accompany him,to attest as an eye-witness that
he was in an honest place.? All Masons, whether Masters
or Fellows, were obligated to be present at every assembly,}
upon due notice, if convenient and within ten or fifty
miles of the place where the same was convened. Any
Master infringing upon Masonic rules must abide the
award of his brethren, upon his conscience ; but if he felt
aggrieved at the arbitration of the Masters and Fellows, he
was at liberty to prosecute his suit at common law. No
Master or Fellow should make a mould or square or rule
for a layer, nor was he permitted to set a layer within or
without the lodge to hew or mould stones. Strange
Fellows were to be reccived and cherished by each Mason
whenever they came over the country. They were to be

! Dowland’s MSS.; Hughan, Old BMasonic Charges, p. 30; Harleian MSS.,
No. 2054. The Harleian manuscript distinctly says the master shall be ad-
dressed as “ worshipful.” “ Yat ordeynt he maystr ycalled soschulde he be so
y* he were, most ¥ worshiped, yonne schilde he be ro ¥cleped.”

2 Harleian MSS,, No. 2054, Art. 12; Dowland MSS. ; Hughan, ut supra.

34 Every maystr yat ¥s a mason
Most ben at ye general congregation.”
Halliwell MSS,, 17 A1, Art. 2.
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given work if desired, or, as the usage was, in case the
Master of the lodge had no mould stone at hand where-
with to provide the strange brother work, he should con-
tribute to his refreshment with money to assist him to the
next lodge. A Master Mason, under covenant to finish
his work, whether it might be by journey or task work,
was bound to complete such undertaking according to
contract, in order that he might earn his pay and serve his
lord well. The charges recited were binding upon each
and every member of the Masonic fraternity, and were
sworn to be observed to the utmost, under the sanction of
God, the holy-dome,' and upon the Book.

! Evidently derived from a very old form of administering an oath, upon
the shrine in which the sacred relics of some martyred saint were enclosed.
The chest or box in which these bones were contained was usually constructed
in imitation of a small house. Hence holy, with direct reference to the sanc-
tity of relics, and domus, Lat. for house, by gradual elision into holidomus,
later holy-dome,



CHAPTER XVIL

GERMAN LEGENDARY HISTORY OF THE FREEMASONS — TRACED BACK
TO D10CLETIAN’S TIME — TRADITIONS OF THE FOUR MARTYRED STONE-
CUTTERS — REFUSE T0 OBEY RoYAL ORDER TO ENGRAVE AN IDOLA-
TROUS IMAGE — THEIR TERRIBLE DEATH — AUTHENTIC HISTORICAL
REeLIc8 OF THESE EMINENT MAsoNIic PATRON SAINTS — FRENCH
FREEMASONS TRACE THEIR HISTORY TO SAINT BLASIUS — THIS SAINT
SUFFERED MARTYRDOM UNDER DIOCLETIAN — VERY ANCIENT CRAFT
DOCUMENTS MAKE NO REFERENCE TO THE SOLOMONIAN THEORY OF
MasoNIiCc ORIGIN — EARLIEST TRADITIONS ASSUME MERELY TO GIVE
THE PROGRESS OF GEOMETRIC SCIENCE.

NGLISH Freemasonry possesses a more complete

J| legendary history of the craft than that of any
M4 | other nation. The German Masons traced their
2= origin to a much later period. In all authentic
enactments, or articles of constitution, which contain the
few meagre details of early Teutonic Masonry, no higher
date is assigned for its inception than about the time of
Diocletian. The ordinance of the year 1462, to which fre-
quent allusion has been made, as furnishing information
not procurable elsewhere, in the prefatory clauses, recites,!
“that the Masters in Oberland and Regensburg, having
associated for the purpose of drawing up in book-form the
edicts and regulations appertaining to the craft, had now
prepared the same in strict accordance with ancient tradi-
tions accepted by the fraternity.” They assert that the
several articles were transcribed from the text of old stand-

=D

1Vide Proem, sup. Ordnung der Steinmetzen v. Yahre 1462: “Inn diesem
Lande nach gewonheit als disz Buch clerlich ausweist,” u. s. w.
172
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ard customs, such as had been established by those vener-
able artificers Claudius, Christorius, and Significamus,
crowned as sainted martyrs for the glory of Mary, the
celestial queen, and the praise of the holy Trinity. Some-
times four martyrs are specified as Christian stonecutters,
and denominated the Crowned, because, according to the
legend, they refused to obey an order of the Roman
emperor Diocletian — others say Tiberius—to build a
heathen temple, and, in consequence of their disobedience,
were thrown into the river Tiber, whereupon four radi-
ant crowns appeared before the startled vision of their
persecutors, and hovered above the drowning saints.
These martyrs are frequently designated in the stone-
cutters’ constitutions,! but in none, excepting that of
1462, is the number limited to three. There is a variety
of traditions rclating to this portion of German Masonic
history.? In addition to the tradition referred to above,
the four martyrs, whose names are given as Secverus,
Severianus, Carpophorus, and Victorinus, were Christians
under Diocletian. e ordered them to sacrifice to heathen
gods, and, on their refusal, caused them to be executed.?
After the lapse of time, as the legend runs,—about two
years subsequent to the martyrdom mentioned,—five
craftsmen, deeply skilled in statuary, viz., Claudius, Cas-
torius, Nicostratus, Simplicius, and Symphorianus, were
instructed to prepare for him an image of his titelary
deity. They declined to obey the imperial mandate, and,
by order of the emperor, these staunch sculptors were
enclosed in separate lead coffins, and quietly sunk into the

! Als sie weigerten einen heidnischen Tempel zu bauen in die Tiber gestiirat
wurden, worauf ueber ihnen in Ilimmel vier Kronen erschienen. Sticglitz,
Ueber dic Kirche der h. Kunigunde zu Eochlitz, p. 29; Ibid., Geschichte der Bau-
kunst, p. 618.

? Kloss, Die Freimaureret in threr wahren Bedeutung, p. 257 (Anlage 1), el. seq.,
gives the fullest details and information touching the interesting history of
these patron saints of German Masons.

8 Stieglitz, Qeschichte der Baukunst, p. 617.

15*
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sea. As a memorial of their illustrious death, the pope
ultimately raised them to the dignity of saints. In Rome,
on Coclius Hill, a small church is still preserved, dedicated
to the Quattro Santi Coronati.' In the year 847, when Pope
Leo IV. restored this chapel, the remains of the four
sainted martyrs, Severus, Severianus, Carpophorus, and
Victorinus, were buried there and received holy adoration,
and were called the four crowned. The same pope also
caused the bodies of the five other canonized saints to be
placed there — Claudius, Nicostratus, Sinforiamus, Casto-
rus, and Simplicius, who, as sculptors, suffered death
rather than chisel out the image of a heathen divinity.
Cardinal Mellino, vicar of Pope Urban VIIL., beautified
the church, and Paschal IL. caused it to be repaired. The
truth of the preceding narrative is attested by an old
work cited by Stieglitz,? and it is a noticeable fact that
this compilation of Roman antiquities specifically refers
to the four crowned as soldiers, while the five martyrs are
designated as sculptors. This need occasion no confusion,
when it is considered that the ancient stonecutters prac-
tised the art of statuary.

A contributor to the Archaologia® relates that two work-
men of porphyry were put to death by Diocletian, on ac-
count of their refusing to assist in rebuilding a heathen
temple. In support of his assertion, he cites a Latin
author, who gives it as a historical fact. It is not im-
probable that the subsequent traditions touching the
ancient founders of German Masonry may have developed
from these martyred artificers. The crowned saints appear

1 Stieglitz, Die Kirche der heiligen Kunigunde zu Rochlitz, p. 30. 1Ibid., Ges-
chichte der Baukunst, p. 618.

* Baukunst, p. 618, Roma antica e moderna, ete., Roma, 1677, p. 398. See
Stieglitz, Ueber die Kirche zu Rochlitz, ut supra. Seroux d’Agincourt, Hist. de
P Art, Pl Ixix, fig. 31, furnishes an illustration of a column standing in front
of the church de Quattro Santi Coronati.

8 Vol. XXX, p. 118,
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to have obtained a high degree of popularity during the
Middle Ages, not only among operativé Masons, but also
with religious bodies. As a suitable attestation of the
favorable opinion conceived of them by the Romish
churclh, reference may be made to the paintings of the
celebrated Giovanni di San Giovanni, representing the
terrible martyrdom of the sacred four, which was por-
trayed in an oratory adjoining the church of the Quattro
Santi. These pictures are in fresco, of rare merit, deline-
ated on the side of the altar-piece, and are representative
of scenes from the martyrs’ death. The saints are inserted
between planks or stone slabs, ready to be cast into the
river. Other frescoes descriptive of these martyrs’ lives
are visible in the same edifice—one of which shows a
death by lapidation, and a subsequent enclosure between
slabs. The last mentioned pictures, Stieglitz® believes to
be of a more recent date, and are of less merit than the
former. Another portraiture of the four crowned is to be
seen in the cathedral at Pavia, back of the memorial to
Baint Augustine. They are elaborately cut in bas-relievo,
and individually designated by name — Claudius, Nicos-
tratus, Symforiamus, and Simplicius. Each of them is
possessed of the attributes of a stonemason’s art, viz., a
hammer (mallet), circle, chisel, and other working tools.
Simplicius holds in his hand a partially unrolled parch-
ment scroll, upon which the following words are hewn:
Martuor. Coronatorum. This method of delineating these
ancient patrons of German Masonry was not confined to
Italy, nor to ecclesiastical patronage.

A painting, by an unknown and very old German artist,
still extant in 1829,% in a collection of Dr. Campe at Nurem-
burg, contains the half-length figures of Claudius, Castorius,
and Simblicius, whose heads are surrounded by the glorious

! Btieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunsf, p. 619.
* Stieglitz, Ueber die Kirche der heiligen Kunigunde zu Rochlitz, p. 80.
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halo of martyrdom; and beneath them the word “ Ge-
krontn,” or crowned. Whatever trifling deviation there is
of names here mentioned from those which head the articles
of 1462, has no doubt originated by careless copying. This
painting, a copy of which prefaces the edition of the Torgau
ordinances by Stieglitz, depicts Claudius as busily engaged
in drawing out designs on a trestle-board, with gauge and
square. Castorius stands behind him, apparently directing
the plans as master of the work, while Simblicius, with a
pick-hammer under his left arm, is awaiting to execute the
diagram. Although the names of these saints, in some
slight degree, are variously written, yct they appear to be
so substantially identical as to admit of no other rational
conjecture. When it is considered that the traditions
growing out of the historical martyrdom mentioned, had
been handed down through a long line of succeeding cen-
turies, it will sufficiently explain the variations occurring
in the nomenclature of the holy four or five crowned ; and
from the same cause would naturally arise changes in tra-
ditional versions of a legend originally uniform, whether
the canonized saints might have attained terrestial adora-
tion and a celestial crown, by reason of a refusal to assist
in constructing temples in which the devout pagan was to
celebrate the religious rites under whose observance his
country had subjugated and conquered all; or because, as
Christian converts, they had declined the offer of imperial
patronage to prostitute the consccrated mallet and chisel
to carving out of pallid marble the material type of decay-
ing divinity. This view is, perhaps, more in harmony with
the dictates of sound judgment, since, as already urged, the
carly and later mediseval stonecutters prepared the imagery
which diversifics the grand cathedralsof Europe. Moreover,
the ordinance of the year 1462 expressly states that three of
the above saints were the originators of such ancient usages
and laws as had descended to that epoch.! From the

! Proem, Ordnung der Stcinmetzen v, Yahre 1462. In the introductory
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accepted fact that the era of the martyrdom of these worthy
artificers is assigned to so remote a time as the age of
Diocletian, it may be inferred that the Byzantine artists
transmitted this legend to Germany, and introduced it into
that country as a part of corporate traditions. As pre-
viously stated, a reference is made to the four martyrs' in
the legendary history of English Freemasonry, and occurs
in but one ancient manuseript extant in England, viz., the
Codex Halliwell, which is certainly the earliest record of
the kind in the kingdom. From this it would seem that
at some period, however remote, the Masonic traditions of
these countries were identical.?

The Master Masons who assembled at Torgau, in the
year 1462, in order to prepare a solemn protest against the
violation of established landmarks, were guided in their
deliberations by older documents than those drawn up at
Strassburg in 1459, because the ordinance of 1462 directly
asserts that the good customs and ancient usages, such as
had obtained among the earlier Masons, had fallen into
disuse, and it was there asserted to be the determination to
restore such ancient customs for the general welfare of the

fraternity ; in order to accomplish this design, the several
articles compiled at that time are solemnly pronounced to
be copied from the text of an older supreme law.® It
clearly appears from the phraseology in which this regula-
tion is written, that many portions of the same had been
hitherto transmitted orally, from time immemorial to the
period of the convocation, and these parts especially furnish

clause of the Strassburg articles of 1459, the regulations are declared to be
prepared in eternal remembrance of the four martyrs: “ Der Heiligen vier
gekronten zu ewiges Gedechtnisse angesehen.” Vide Krause, Die Drei eltesten
Kunsturkunden, Bd. I1.,, Ab. 1, p. 269.

! Supra, p. 124; Halliwell MSS,, 17 Al.

2 Findel, Geschichte der Freimaurerei, p. 85 ; Keller, Kurzgefasste Geschichte
der Fretmaurerei, p. 7.

8 Auch alle diesc artigkel sindt gemacht worden ausz dem Texte des alden
Haubtenrechtes. Proem, Ordnung der Steinmetzen, 1462, Stieglitz's ed., p. 60.

M
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a key for further investigation into internal usages as
observed by the mediseval builders, not to be found in any
Masonic document of that age. A careful examination of
this ordinance, will verify the allegation that the Masters
convened in Torgau purposely drew up the articles con-
tained in it from such rules as had prevailed for lodge
government during many preceding centuries, and more-
over, transcribed with zealous accuracy those ancient pre-
seriptions which, according to old tradition, were instituted
by the holy martyrs, in order, apparently, to give their
enactment a greater degree of authority, and render it
more binding upon the craft. A close and dispassionate
comparison of the Strassburg ordinance of 1459 with the
one under consideration, will convince a candid inquirer
that ancient and traditional usages are the foundations
upon which both rest ; each of them claiming, in the pre-
fatory clauses, to have descended from the holy crowned
saints.! Notwithstanding the evident identity of legendary
‘origin, the regulations of Torgau evince a more rigid ad-
herence to old landmarks, and manifest an undoubted con-
gervatism. In the former, the relative duties of Masters,
Pallirer (Wardens), and Fellows, are noted, and particular
reference is made to apprentices; while the latter ordinance
betrays an intentional disregard of apprentices, as the fol-
‘lowing direct assertion from the preface sufficiently attests:
“ We Masters, Pallirer, and Fellows, have copied out of the
book several portions which are necessary to all operative
masters in chief, and to the fellows ;? consequently, by the

1 Ibid., pp.59, 60; also, Ordnung der Steinmetzen zu Strassburg, 1459, in Krause,
Die Drei altesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. I1., Ab. 1, p. 269.

2 Auch haben wir vorgennante meister, pallirer und gesellen aus dem buche
gezogen und genomen KEtzliche Stiicke, etc. The ordinance of 1462, from
which the foregoing quotation is taken, designates the wardens as Pallirer,
but the Strassburg regulations, published by Krause, Die Drei eliesten Kunstur
kunden, Theil I1., Ab. 1, p. 263, et seq., call these officers, Parlirer. My edition,
published by Stieglitz, 1829, is a sworn transcript of the Torgau Constitution
verbatim et lileratim, as copied directly from the manuscript, still extant in the
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law of both convocations, whether express or implied, the
older regulations affecting apprentices were still considered
in force. It was also ordered that the craft should mecet
each yearat a designated time, and that the laws as enacted,
togethier with any amendments, should be either publicly
proclaimed or remain open to the inspection of all during
the session of this grand body.

In treating of Masonic legendary history, it is worthy
of consideration that the French Masons of the Middle
Ages, and earlier, claimed for their corporation a high
antiquity. They declared Saint Blase, or Blaisé, to be
their patron saint, but for what reason does not satisfac-
torily appear. Singularly enough, in point of time, the
Teutonic and Gallic traditions perfectly coincide. Blaisé,
according to the author of FEeccentricities of Literature)}
suffered martyrdom under the Emperor Diocletian, in the
year 289, for what cause, independent of his Christian
profession, is not stated. This martyred proselyte was
invoked by such persons as were afflicted with infirmities
of body or mind, and, if the legendary records may be
accredited, with extraordinary success. Deople kindled
fires upon high places in his honor, on the 2d of February,
a day fixed in old almanacs as very cold. The Masonic
fraternity of Paris, in the thirteenth century, donated all
fines arising from an infraction of their rules to the chapel
of Saint Blase.? 8o late as the year 1476, the corporation
of Masons instituted a confraternity with the carpenters
under the name of this saint, at a chapel in Rue Garland
in Paris.® Boileau’s regulations of the year 1254 afford no

Lodge of Rochlitz. My reasons for preferring the word as given above, are
set forth in the Second Part of this work.

! Edition 1822, p. 348.

? Et se il le prenoit & mains de vj ans, il est 3 xx S de par d’amende, 3 paier
4 la chaptle Monseigneur Saint-Blesve. Boileau, Reglemens sur les Metiers,
cap. xlviii.

8 Depping, Reglements sur les Meliers de Paris, cap. 48, note (1).
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clue by which the stonecutters of that or earlier ages were
induced to select this martyr for their patron. It may be
conjectured, however, that this class of artisans, being
particularly exposed to corporeal ‘injury, accepted the
patronage of Saint Blaise for his presumed efficacy in
the healing art. Another point of startling coincidence
in remotencss of tradition between the English and French
craftsmen of that period, is the occurrence of Charles
Martel’s name in the record of 1254. The Parisian Masons
declared that all stonecutters were exempt from watch
duty, an exemption which, they asserted, was conceded to
them by Charles Martel, and that this privilege had de-
scended to them by immemorial prescription from the
time of that valiant soldier; —a concession acknowledged
dependent upon no grant or written docunent, but, as they
avowed, they had heard say ¢ from father to son.” ' Conse-
quently, the belief prevailed so early as the middle of the
thirteenth century, that the fraternity of stonemasons
was as ancient, at least, as the Carlovingian dynasty. I
have already noted my reasons for the belief that this tra-
dition relating to this monarch was carried into England
by numerous bodies of French Masons who followed in the
pathway of William the Norman, or subsequently arrived
there.

It is a notable fact that the oldest and most authentic
document, which is historical of the year 1254, as well as
the most ancient records of German Masonry,about the mid-
dle of the fiftcenth century, and confessedly drawn up from
much older traditions, neither mention, nor in the remotest
manner indicate, that the fraternity of Masons wus put
upon a substantial basis at the building of Solomon’s Tem-
ple. Nor is the faintest allusion made to a period prior to
the age of Diocletian, in the third century. It is impossi-
ble to presuppose the existence of such legends among the

1 8i come li prudhomrmes I'en oi dire de pdre A fils. Boilean, loc. cit.
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French and Teutonic mediseval Masons, without some por-
tions at least, and in some shape, however intangible, find-
ing their way into the written records of those craftsmen.
The operative Mason of the Middle Ages in France and
Germany knew nothing of a Jewish origin of his craft.
In case the traditions current in the thirteenth century,or
later, had pointed back to the time of Solomon, in prepar-
ing the regulations for corporate government, and in order
to obtain valuable exemptions, the prestige of the Israel-
itish king would have by far transcended that of the
holy martyrs, or Charles the Hammer-Bearer! On the
contrary, the most striking elements, perhaps, of the inter-
nal polity and work of a lodge were directly derived from
nearer sources, although equally venerable, than those
whose streams ascended to the Jewish temple builders;
nor were the initiatory rites and emblems the entire contri-
bution of Judaism. In this connection it stands forth as
highly significant, that Halliwell’s Coder makes no men-
tion of Masons during the time of Solomon, nor does that
ancient document pretend to trace Masonic history prior
to the time of Athelstane and Prince Edwin. Evidently,
the compiler simply followed tradition touching the intro-
duction of Masonry into England at the period stated, as
may be gleaned from the versifier himself:

“ This craft came into England, as it is heard said.”?

No effort is apparently made to impress the reader with
" an idea that Masonic history is being unfolded back to the
time of Egyptian kings; for the chronicler expressly
. asserts his intention merely to narrate the origin and pro-
gress of geometric science, which he says was the inven-
tion of Euclid :

! “Yys crafite come yn to England as y* yode say.” Halliwell MSS,, 17
Al, folio 5,
16
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“The clerk? Euclid in this wise it found,
This craft of Geometry in Egypt land;”

and further:
“In Egypt land he taught it full wide,
In divers lands on every side.”?

The manuscripts subsequent, in point of time, to
Halliwell’s, have added largely to the simple and naive
narrative of this ancient English chronicle. From such
written records as are still accessible, it would seem that
their several authors or compilers had no fixed purpose to
trace the history of the fraternity, as a corporate body in
England, beyond the time of the mythical York assembly
under Prince Edwin ; while the traditions existing among
the craft concerning the origin, preservation, and perpetua-
tion of an exact science are also detailed with zealous and
laudable minuteness. In other words, the legends of
Masonry previous to Athelstane are, collectively, a mere
compilation of the traditional history of geometry, which
was accepted without question by the medisval operatives,
and which, no doubt, in its essential properties, was brought
into Europe at an early age, either by the Byzantine corpo-
rations or introduced among the ancient Britons through
their Roman conquerors, who, it appears, numbered colleges
of builders among the legions. Dallaway says® the first
notice which occurs in England of a body of Roman arti-
ficers is a votive tablet, upon which a college of operatives
allude to the dedication of a temple to Neptune and
Minerva, and also to the safety of Claudius Ceesar’s family.
The learned antiquary, Roger Gale, decided this stone to

! From eleric or priest originally, but signifies here learned or wise, because
during the Middle Ages nearly all learning was possessed by ecclesiastics. It
is used in this sense in one of the songs in Das kleine Helden Buch.

? Ye clerke Euclyde on yys wyse hyt founde
Yys crafte of geometry yn Egypte land . . .
In Egypte he taughte hyt ful wyde,
In divers land on every syde. Halliwell, Iid., folio 5.
8 Historical Account of Master and Freemason, p. 401.
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be the earliest memorial of the Romans hitherto discovered
in Great Britain. From this it may therefore be gleaned
that in the time of Emperor Claudius Ceesar an associated
body of architects was established in England, and appa-
rently much of the knowledge which subsequently ob-
tained in that kingdom, touching the early history of
architectural art, was taught by these Roman corporations.
There are, howevér, excellent reasons upon which to
ground the belief that the great mass of information con-
cerning the spread of geometric science was derived from
Greek artists, and when the gradual merging of the Byzan-
tine associations with Germanic guilds had been effected,
the historic and traditional details of art were preserved
as a part of the oral, or perhaps written, narrative ex-
planatory of geometric history, rehearsed to the neophyte
with the initiatory lessons incident to the degree. There
is nothing in the external or internal constitutions of the
fraternity that can lead to an assumption that the Roman
collegia were the source whence Masonry, either directly
or indirectly, obtained its lodge appointments or ritualistic
ceremonies. No vestige admitting of such interpretation
appears in either the written or unwritten records of the
craft. In all the legends of Freemasonry, the line of
ascent leads with unerring accuracy through Grecian cor-
porations back to the Orient ; and in all lodge constituent
elements and appointments, the track is broad and direct
to a Gothic origin. So far as the traditional history of the
German and French patron saints determines the institu-
tion of the society, it is referred to Diocletian’s time, with
a strong probability that this legend wasalso the contribu-
tion of Eastern artists. Reference has been made to the
route by which much of the internal or esoteric teachings
of Freemasonry was transmitted to the mediseval Masonic
guilds ; for a detailed statement of the argument adduced,
both to support this proposition and to substantiate the
Teutonic or Norse nature of lodge work and government,
the reader is directed to the Second Part of this treatise.
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‘We here terminate the first portion of this History. If
we cast our eyes backward over the several pathways
travelled, we find, amid the varied circumstances of local
and national life, much that points to an association held
in check and regulated by secret rules, which vitalized the
most distant and distinet branches. These points, which
scattered bodies of mediseval Masons present in common,
are not the result of accident or the work of chance.
Everywhere we have seen, or shall hereafter see, a strange
uniformity, spreading regularly and with an unalterable
consistency, through the ancient Masonic corporations of
Europe. This unity could not have preserved an uninter-
rupted existence, had it depended upon the transient
requirements of any age or nation. Other guilds and
associations, established for purposes of temporary and
local interest, have long since passed away. Unnumbered
corporations, nurtured into vitality by the troubled times
of the Middle Ages, whose duration was the result of fleet-
ing necessity, have vanished, while the medisval guilds of
Masons still survive in speculative Freemasonry. With a
consistent harmony, the formularies of internal govern-
ment, and a rigid adherence to prescriptive usage, such as
guided ancient lodges in hewing out of polished stone the
elegant designs of the master builder, are preserved with
jealous vigilance by their successors. Speculative Masonry
has perpetuated intact for centuries that which has come
down from the very twilight of time. In passing through
the various nationalities which have successively fallen to
decay, this brotherhood has survived, and, through the long
line of ages, continued to guard the relics of a remote
antiquity.

It is the design of the subsequent pages to note with
care such portions of Freemasonry as have descended un-
impaired and unchanged from Gothic sources, and at what
probable epoch Judaistic rites began to be introduced into
lodge or guildic observances.
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CHAPTER XVIIIL.

NaME oF FREEMASON, WHENCE DERIVED—NoT FROM UNUSUAL IMMUNI-
TIES—MEDLEVAL LATHOMII—EARLY USE OF WORD M ASON—FREEMA-
80N TRACED TO GALLIC SOURCES—SIGNIFIES BROTHER CRAFTSMEN.

DIVERSITY of opinion exists touching the
< origin of the name Freemason. The majority
of writers incline to the belief that this title
of Freemason was bestowed upon the craft on
account of unlimited exemptions,! which, it is
; alleged, were conceded the fraternity at the
) hands of royalty, or powerful protectors. It can,
we think, be easily demonstrated that this view is
not well grounded, and, moreover, that the craft of Masons
in their corporate franchises were not the recipients of any
supposed universal political freedom? which would entitle
them to be designated as free, par excellence, as contrasted
with the immunities of other guilds or societies of work-
men. Nor does it appear that this corporation of opera-
tives was possessed of unusual privileges in the internal
management of their widespread lodges, because this free-
dom was not only shared, but frequently exceeded, by con-
temporaneous fraternities.

The earliest approach to the use of the word Freemason

! Hutchinson, Spirit of Masonry, p. 138, says they assumed this appellation
in order to distinguish them from ordinary masons, a privilege incident to a
grant to this corporation by the city of London, carrying with it extraordinary
freedom.

2 Dallaway, Historical Account of Master and Freemason, p. 425.

187
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is in the statute of 24 Edward II., of the year 1850, which,

similar to all English laws of that epoch, are published in

the French language, and is styled Le Statut d’ Artificers

et Servants. In the third chapter of this enactment,

regulating the price of wages, the following reference is
 made:

Item.— Carpenters,! masons, and tilers, and some others,
shall receive no other pay than that fixed by the law of
1346, viz.:

A master carpenter.....cceesvieuieseecieens seeneen. 3 den.
Another (joIner)...ccceeveririsecereiesenineneens2 €
Master of freestone....cce.erumesrrenvnnunranienenss
Other Masons.....cccceeiierinicieeiiiinenacnecnenes
Their servants...ccoceeeverecireereeiiisssiceenenes
Their knaves.....ccoeverreneireiirreniieiiniinieinanes

The original text contains the words ¢ mestre de franche

2

4 «
8 «
1 o«
3

[{3

! During the Middle Ages a close union existed between the carpenters and
masons. Marchese, Vie dei Architetti, Tomo L, p. 144. In a return made by
the carpenters’ guild of Norwich, established in 1376, mention is made of
Robert of Elyngham and other Masons, who, in conjunction with this guild,
agreed to share the expense of burning tapers before an altar in the church.
And “besyden all these ordinaunces, Robert of Elyngham, Masoun, and others
serteyn Masouns of Norwich, fynden in Criste’s Churche at Norwiche twye
torches brennyngge atte heye auter as it is by for seyd.” Smith, English
Guilds, p. 39; Anderson’s Constitutions, p. 26.

? The modern signification of this word is a guard or sentinel, and applies
to an officer who stands with a sword before the door of a Masonic lodge.
To give an exact derivation of Tiler or Tyler is encompassed with much diffi-
culty and uncertainty. Krause, Kunsturkunden, Bd. L., Ab. 1, p. 147, translates
it as “ Ziegeldecker,” or a tile coverer, and in this'sense it seems to be used
above. Perhaps the most satisfactory explanation can be found in the cor-
ruption of “Tailleur de pierre,” which, by an English tongue, would be
pronounced “Tyler de peer,” as attested by the phrase “franche peer.”
‘Whoever was designated to guard the Anglo-French lodges in England, could
not be otherwise than a “Tailleur de pierre,” and which, to strange ears,
would be sounded Tyler or Tiler. See Boileau, Reglemens sur les Metiers de
Paris, cap. 48, where the expression alluded to frequently occurs. Tile cover-
ers had their own guilds during the Middle Ages. Toulman Smith, English
Guilds, p. 399.
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peer,” “et outre Mason,” “ et leurs servants.” The literal
signification of mestre de franche peer, is master of free-
stone, that is, one who works in such stone, or is evidently
used here to distinguish a mason adept in preparing free-
stone from an ordinary rough-stone mason.

Caementarius appears to have been the earliest form
synonymous with mason, and is used as early as the
scventh century at least.! It was used in the years 1077
and 10783 to designate builders of the class under consid-
eration. At a later period, 1212, caementarii and sculptores
lapidum liberorum,— cutters of freestones, — are written as
identical in sense. Inthe year 1217, caementarius signifies
an equivalent for massun. Numerous indentures of the
Middle Ages between builders and employers, make use
of the words caementarius and lathomii to specify masons.

About the close of the fourteenth century, 1396, the fol-
lowing phraseology occurs : Lathomos vocatos fremaceons,®
which, fairly interpreted, means freemasons. Lathomos,
in this connection, corresponds to a hewer of stone, and is
identical in signification with German Steinmetz and the
French Tailleur de pierre, or stonecutters.

The earliest authentic and direct application of the word
“mason,” to particularize a body of artificers, of which I
am aware, is to be found in almost obliterated characters

" 1 Cementarios, qui lapidem sibi ecclesiam juxta Romanorum, . . . postula-
vit, etc. Bedae, Ecclesiastica Historia Gentis Anglorum, Lib. V., cap. 22. For
further authority, see Poole, Fecles. Archit. of England, p. 99. The earliest
mention of the word ashlar, which I have seen, is as follows, from an inden-
ture dated 1389, and quoted by Poole, Ibid., p. 384: Erunt de puro achiler
et plana inciso, tam exterius quam interius.

2 Findel, Geschichte der E'eimauferei, p. 87, Anm. (1).

% “The church of St. Lucien at Beauvais, rebuilt in 1078, by two workmen,
who, in an ancient obituary, are described as ‘caementarii,’ or masons.”
Hawkins, History of the Origin of Gothic Architecture, p. 107,

4 Findel, ut supra. 5 Ibid., loc. eit.

¢ Krause, Die Drei ltesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. II, Abt. 2, p. 398, et seq.,
has amassed an undigested amount of information touching this word. See
Du Cange, Glos. Med. et Inf. Lat., sub vocibus, Macio Machio, Magon (Gallic).
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on the walls of Melrose abbey, and cannot be later than
the twelfth century ; and the next and undoubted use of it
occurs in Boileau’s Reglemens sur les Meticrs, prepared in the
year 1254, where these artisans are denominated ¢ magons,”
and meant to signify precisely the same operative as ¢ Tail-
leur de pierre.” The deduction from the foregoing then,
perhaps, would be that towards the termination of the
fourteenth century, this class of builders, in England, was
called Freemasons.

The ordinance of 1254, which, as before stated, makes no
especial reference to any but a mason and cutters of stone,
80 that, in the middle of the thirteenth century, the French
craftsmen, as then organized, were simply ¢ magons,”
“tailleurs de pierre,” who correspond to the mediseval
English lathomii, masons, and the German steinmetzen,
all of which possess one signification,— hewers of stone,
of a higher skill than an uninitiated operative. The
Norman-French word fremaceons, warrants the assumption
that English stonecutters were the first to be denominated
Freemasons; and, according to Boileau’s Ordinnances, as
hitherto cited, it would seem that, in his day, the craft
was not known by any other name than taillcurs de
pierre, magons, precisely as the German masons continued
their avocation as steinmetzen, until the society in Ger-
many finally ceased as an operative body.

The name Freemason, thus bestowed upon early British
stonecutters, was evidently given on account of the uni-
versal custom of the fraternity, without exception in
England, and to some extent elsewhere on the Continent
and in France, at this epoch, to call each other brother,
or, in Old French, frere magon, from which this nomen-
clature is derived.

The Norman conquest introduced the French language
into England, to the temporary seclusion of the native
idiom, so that, when the English Masons were incorpo-
rated, the Normans had indelibly impressed their dialect
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upon the kingdom, and used it to write the laws and
royal charters.! From this circumstance, apparently, the
name of Fr2re Magon, elided by corrupt pronunciation, has
been merged and made to reappear in the modern word
Freemason.?

That it was a custom among English Masons, at an
early date, to address each other as “brother,” admits of
no doubt. Such usage is carefully enjoined by the manu-
script charges in the following quaint and naive form:
“That ye one another call brother or fellow, and by no
other foul name.”* Whether this custom prevailed out-
side of lodge precincts is uncertain; but it seems to have
obtained among the medigval Freemasons, in their mutual
Masonic intercourse, wheresoever dispersed. It was unques-
tionably adhered to, rigidly, by the operatives, when craft-
work, within the lodge, was being performed, because the
moment a visiting brother entered the portal of the sacred
conclave, he saluted the members and assembled brethren
with endearing words of fellowship and fraternal regard.*

1 Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England, Vol. IIL., p. 318, gives
asuccinct and comprehensive narrative of the universal application of
Norman-French in the preparation of legal and other documents. In the
reign of Edward III., an act of Parliament was passed requiring the records
to be made up in Latin, but extending the use of the English tongue to court
practice. See infra, chap. xxxvii.

? It might, indeed, be made the subject of curious speculation as to how far
Freemasonry, in connection with the word frere, depended upon the old Saxon
“ Frith-borh,” peace or frank pledge, for its name., Frith-borh was the en-
rolment of all inhabitants of a commercial guild for maintenance of peace.
See Introduction to Smith’s English Guilds, p. xxi. Frith-magon, or massun,
might, with much propriety, be developed into Free-mason.

3 Also, you shall call all Masons yor ffellows or yo* brethren and noe other
names. Lansdowne MSS,, Plut. Ixxv, E.; also, Hughan, Old Masonic Charges,
p. 34.

¢ Gott griisse euch, Gott weyse euch, Gott lone euch, euch uebermeister. Pal-
lirer und euch hiibschen gesellen. Torgau, Ordnung der Steinmeizen v. Yahre
1462, ¢ 107; Stieglitz, Ueber die Kirche der h. Kunigunde zu Rochlitz, p. 73;
Winzer, Die Deutschen Bruderschafien des Mittelalters, p. 71. -
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This practice has descended to the present time, among
other ancient observances transmitted to speculative Ma-
sonry. The constant use, by the Masons of the Middle Ages,
in England, and perhaps elsewhere, so late as the closing -
years of the fourteenth century, of the word brother, or
JSrére in French, in addressing their fellows, ultimately
caused them to be designated as “brother or fréres Masons,”
in order to distinguish them from ordinary laborers, who
were apparently less privileged, and not bound together
by such strong fraternal ties. When it is considered that,
from the cleventh until the end of the fourteenth century,
the majority of masons or architects in England were
French, who constantly spoke their own language,— which,
as previously stated, was the legal idiom of the realm, —and
were closely united in a seccret organization, whose leading
characteristic was its intimate brotherhood, with a stand-
ing ordinance to hail each other as “ brother ” or “fellow,”
it will, we think, furnish the most reasonable explanation
of the origin of Freemason. To assume that this name
originated from the unquestioned fact that, to a great
degree, the medizeval Masons worked in freestone, presents
a chasm which no elision can fill. For instance, in the
statute! quoted, a master is described as mestre de franche
" peer. This is the only direct connection in which these
words are used, and signify, not a freestone mason, as
sometimes asserted,® but a master of freestone; and no
ingenuity can torture this expression into such shape as to
mean Freemason.

In the word fremaccons, used in the year 1396, there
is a sufficient indication that the two French words, frére
and magon, have been merged, and thus elided are, fairly
interpreted, not a freestone mason, but an artificer, regu-
larly initiated into a fraternity recognized by law —in a
word, a brother Mason.?

! 24 Edward ITL, A. p. 1350, entitled Le Statut d’ Artificers et Servants.
2 Among others Steinbrenner, Origin of Masonry, p. 111.
? Vide infra, chap. xxxvii.



CHAPTER XIX.

INITIATORY OATHS AND LODGE MEETINGS — OBLIGATION OF SECRECY —
CEREMONIES IN FORMAL OPENING—DEDICATION OF LODGES—PATRON
SAINTS — PLACES OF CONVENING THE CRAFT — CRYPTS — HILLS AND
VALLEYS — SKILLED WORKMEN AT MASTER'S COMMAND — CALLED A
“NoMADIC RACE"’ — MoONASTIC MASONS — OBLATI — MAsSONIC DREss
IN MIDDLE AGES.

N oath of secrecy was administered to all initi-
ates,' and their secret conclaves were held at cer-
tain times and places. After the candidate had
been properly instructed in the elements of the
craft, the old manuscripts inform us, then one of the
Seniors or Wardens held the book, or holy-dome, and the
initiate, placing his hand upon? it, took upon himself a

! Paly, Manual of Gothic Architecture, p. 211; Dallaway, Historical Account
of Master and Freemason, p. 407. “And only initiated into them those in-
tended to be aggregated into their body, and under oaths of the most profound
secrecy.” Hope, Essay on Architecture, Vol. L., p. 243.

2 Lansdowne MSS,, ubi supra; Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 34.

A good trewe oye (oath) he most yen sware
To hys Mayster and hys felows yt been yere
To keep these poyntes, etc. Halliwell, 17 A1, Const., Art. 14.

Other guilds were oath-bound besides the Masons, but the penalties for a
disclosure of corporation secrets were limited to pecuniary fines or wax
amercements. Smith, English Guilds, pp. 92, 93, 65-76, etc. In the conclud-
ing part of an oath administered to an initiate into St. Katherine guild, in
the fifteenth century, the obligated brother is directed “then kys the Boke.”
Ibid., p. 189. A close identity existed between the medisval Freemasons and
the secular guilds prior to 1389. For instance, it is ordered that no one shall
“bewreie ye conseil of yys gilde to any straunge man.” Ibid., p. 95. This will
17 N 193
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solemn obligation to conceal all that he had previously
been instructed in, and that he would endeavor to preserve
the charges of a Mason which were recited to him.

How exclusively the details of art were in keeping of
these Freemasons, and how carefully these vows were kept,
may be learned from the grossly inaccurate copies of archi-
tecture which have been preserved in the illuminated manu-
scripts of the Middle Ages, particularly during the eleventh
and twelfth centuries.! Lodges — in the German language
Bau-hiitte—originally signified a place of meeting, and per-
haps lodging,? for Masters and Fellows ; but this significa-
tion soon enlarged, and under the name of lodge came to
be understood an association of artists and workmen who
were united for the purpose of erecting churches, cathe-
drals, and other edifices.?

These lodges, originally, were convened at sunrise, and
the Master having invested himself with the insignia of
office, took his station in the east,® while the brethren
grouped before him in the form of a semi-circle® or oblong
square. Prayer was an essential point in the opening of a

serve as a specimen how rigidly other associated bodies insisted on an un-
qualified secrecy of chapter mysteries. In Ilalliwell’s Constitutions, Art. 3, it

is enjoined :
Ye prentis to kecp his master's counseil close,
And not even tell hyt in ye Logge.

The Lansdowne and York MSS. order, in precisely similar terms as contained
in the returns of 1389: “That ye shall well and truly keep the council of
the lodge.” Vide Hughan, Masonic Charges, pp. 34-39. Der Aufgenommene
muszte eidlich geloben die Pflichten eines Gildcbruders und die Ordnungen
der Gesellschaft wie sie in den Statuten verzeichnet waren treulich zu erfiillen.
Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen im Mitielalter, p. 118. This obligation was to be
sworn under the light of a taper, super candelam, Stat. Conv. St. Eric, § 44,
cited by Wilda, ut supra. Vide infra, p. 317.

1 Whoever has had occasion to examine the drawings of that period, still
preserved on patchment in the libraries of Europe, will readily recognize the
Jjustice of this statement.

? Vide supra, p. 91. 8 Scherr, Deutache Cultur, p. 161.

4 Fallou, Mysterien der Freimaurer, p. 58. ¥ Jeder, Die Allotrien, p. 139.
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lodge, and harmony, while assembled, was especially in-
sisted on among the members.! This custom of invocation
was by no means confined to the Masonic fraternity,
although Freemasonry, being under the general super-
vision of the church at its inception, imbibed a strong
religious spirit.

In obedience to the prevailing usage of the Middle Ages
to place all organizations under the patronage of saints,
Masonry also dedicated its lodges to a variety of martyrs.
German Masons dedicated their fraternity to the holy
crowned saints, as before adverted to,® and the Masonic
brotherhood in Paris declared themselves under the patron-
age of Saint Blase.?

At a very early age, Saint John was invoked as the
patron of British Masons.* In Italy, the fraternity of
painters held the patronage and protection of the invisible
Baint Luke in the highest esteem.® This corporation of
artists incorporated in their laws that no work should be
commenced without first appealing to God for his aid,’—a

! Fallou, I'bed., p. 58.

? Vide supra, p. 173; also, Proem, Ordinances of 1462, 1459,

® Monseigneur Saint Blesve or Blase. Boileau, Reglemens sur Metiers de Paris,
cap. 48; Depping, note (1), op. cit., says the patronage of this saint was still
recognized by the Masons in 1476. No custom appears to have been better
established than that of placing guilds under the protection of patron saints.
Toulman Smith, English Guilds, p. 168, note (*), says in this connection :
“ Among the records of at least six hundred early English guilds that have
come under my careful review, I have very rarely found this absence save
in some of the guild merchants.”

¢ On the ruined walls of Melrose abbey is the following prayer, carved by
the master of the masons who constructed the edifice:

“I: pray: to: God: and: Mary: baith
And: sweet: 8t.: John: keep: this: holy: kirk: fra: skaith:"

8 Derunsichtbare Beschiitzer der Malerei ist der heilige Lukas. Von Raumer,
Geschichte der Hohenstaufen, Bd. VI1I., p. 503.

¢ Aller Anfang ist zu machen mitt Gott und géttlichen Dingen da ohne
Macht, Wissen und Liebe, nichts vollbracht werden kann. Von Raumer,
loc. cit. Many guilds had chaplains, who conducted religious services and
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practice which, as we have previously noted, was in vogue
among the operative Masons of past ages, and is still
adhered to in modern Freemasonry. So firmly did the
foregoing association of artists adhere to this regulation,
that the distinguished painter architect, Fra Angelica,
never began any great or important work of art without
first invoking the assistance and inspiration of Deity.!

After prayer at the opening of a medieval lodge was
finished, each workman had his daily labor assigned him,
and received the necessary instruction to complete the work
in detail. The craft again assembled at close of day, or at
sunset, and the same formal arrangement of the operatives,
with prayer, was repeated. The craft then received their
wages.? Places where lodges were opened seem to have
varied with circumstances, and apparently there were two
classes of lodges, one of which was the ordinary Bau-hiitte
of the German stonecutter, where the usual lodge work and
daily labor were performed under the scrutinizing eye. of
the Master or his Pallirer;* and the other where initiatory
rites were practised upon candidates.

The meetings of the first mentioned lodges were gen-
erally held at any convenient place where the building hut
of the craftsmen was erected, and to this enclosure the
brethren were called both for labor and refreshment.
Without going into details touching the exterior and
internal appointments of a mediseval lodge, it will suffice
in this connection to say that the Bau-hiitte were regularly
furnished with all the appliances of a mechanical trade,
such, for instance, as benches, working-tools, etc., and the

prayer. In the return made by a guild in 1389, the following appears:
divinique cultus augmentum ac dicte ecclesie cathedralis et sustentationis
duorum capellanorum, etc. Smith, w supra, 29; also, 1b:id., p. 139.

! Non arebbe messo mano ai pennelli se prima non avesse fatto orazione,
Marchese, Vie dei Architetti et Pittori, Tomo L., p. 306.

3 Jeder, Die Allotrien, p. 139,

3 Winzer, Die Deutschen Bruderschaften des Mittelalters, p. 65; Fallou, Mys-
terien der Freimaurer, passim.
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windows of the lodge were provided with shutters, which
it was the operatives’ duty to see properly closed and
securely fastened.! Here it was that labor was performed
and technical work done during the day, and even the
builders’ huts do not seem to have been always so com-
pletely guarded as to prevent surprise.?

The question now arises, where were the rites and cere-
monies of initiation celebrated ? To this the answer can
be made with tolerable historical certainty. An investi-
ture with Masonic secrets was, perhaps, originally conferred
in one of the abbey rooms, near which the cathedral or
other sacred edifice was being erected, until the super-
structure had so far advanced as to cover the church crypt,
and afforded a safe asylum for the craft to congregate in, for
the purpose of working the rites appurtenant to the several
Masonic degrees.

It has long been traditional among the ecclesiastics of
York minster, that the Freemasons during the Middle
Ages convened the craft for secret meetings in the erypt
of that grand old edifice. To this day the astute vergers
reiterate the legend of centuries, and designate Masons’
marks on tiles leading to subterranean chambers. Recent
and indefatigable research has brought to light an ancient
lodge minute book,® dating far back in the past century.
A record is made up in this manuscript, noting the last

.Y Were die fenster bey seiner Bauk nicht zuthut, der soll geben iii.,, Kr.
allemal zu pusse. Ordnung der Steinmetzen vom Y. 1462, § 69; Stieglitz, Ucher
die Kirche zu Rochlitz, p. 69.

? A painting in the Louvre, representing St. Barbara as patron saint of a
cathedral in process of construction, painted by Jean Van Eyck about the
year 1437, contains a builder’s lodge roofed over, with unenclosed sides; within,
the masons are actively engaged with hammer, compass and square, preparing
material to be worked up in the edifice to which the lodgeis attached. Around
the building the craft are systematically at work. Gorling, Geschichte der
Mahlerei, Bd. 1., p. 248, etc., gives a wood-cut illustration of the above.

3 For a view of this unique record, I am indebted to William Cowling, Esq.,
through whose labors the same was unearthed.

17#%
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convocation called by a York lodge, and described as a
sacred recess opened in the cathedral crypt. Among other
treasures still preserved with jealous vigilance by the
lodge in York, is a venerable painting of this spacious hall,
formerly used by the fraternity, which is represented as
decorated with Masonic symbols. These sombre vaults,
too gloomy for ordinary mechanical lodge work, were
peculiarly adapted for the display of lights, and to render
initiatory rites solemn and impressive. It was indeed a
sacred place, with the vast enclosure of confined space, and
massive supporting columns encompassing the mystic gloom
of side aisles and heavy arches above !"

An eminence, or high hill, of itself afforded no sufficient
security for secret ceremonies against the approach of the
uninitiated, nor were the lowest valleys, for the same
reason, satisfactory places to confer degrees. The notion
that ancient Freemasons usually held their lodges on the
highest hills and in deep valleys, is no doubt traditionally
correct, because, among the Northern nations, hills and
valleys were invested with especial religious veneration,
and for this reason churches were erected on lofty emi-
nences by early Christian evangelists as a substitute for
those dedicated there to the worship of heathen divinities.
‘Wherever churches were being constructed, lodges natu-
rally met and performed their regular work, and from this
fact the tradition touching such gatherings on elevated
places has descended to modern Masonry. To this pro-
pensity of the Gothic nations to erect temples upon high
places, a further reference will be made.

These Masonic societies which held their existence—and
in no other way could they have preserved it—by the
process of erecting vast edifices, lasting through centuries,

1 Fosbroke, British Monachism, p. 205, says these crypts were frequently used
¢ for clandestine drinking and things of that kind.” For which candid ad-
mission, the clerical antiquary has been most unmercifully berated by Poole,
Excclesiastical Architecture, p. 150.
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constituted, like the mediseval universitics of learning,
small states within regularly organized governments.
Their meetings, as before remarked, were secret, and were
held in lodges where the busy craftsman plied his technical
avocation, and practised the mystic ceremonies of a sym-
bolical ritualism.

When any large building was in contemplation, the
masons removed in large numbers to the spot,' and hence
they have been described as a “nomadic race.”? Every
master had at his command the services of workmen well
acquainted with and accustomed to the working of his
plans.

These operatives, denominated confreres (freres-magons),
or associated brother masons, no doubt accompanied their
master from place to place, as occasion demanded, and
certainly they must have devoted their lives to such work :
for the exquisite chisellings and floriated capitals, with
which many of the chapels of Europe abound, were never
produced without intense and zealous application, aided by
great taste, artistic feeling, and long practice That such
workmen did anciently exist in great numbers, is suffi-
ciently proven by the works of art which they have left
behind them as monuments of their gkill. It is probable
that the masters wrought out the designs in conjunction
with powerful and munificent ecclesiastics, and, as pre-
viously shown, the churchmen of those ages materially aided
in successfully prosecuting the plans.

! Paly, Manual of Gothic Architecture, p. 211,

* Blunt, History of the Reformation, p. 83, in adverting to the universality of
the Latin language during the Middle Ages, and particularly as a medium
of intercourse between distinct nationalities, says : “ And Freemasons, a kind of
nomadic race, pitched their tents wherever they found occupation, and having
reared the cathedral or church with admirable art, journeyed on in search of
other employers.”

8 Poole’s idea of the “rule of thumb,” without intelligent skill among the
medizval masons, must provoke a smile at the expense of the clerical histo-
rian of architectural art. Ecclesiastical Architecture in England, p. 118.
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‘When the society of Freemasons passed from monastic
control, great numbers of the monks continued their mem-
bership with the lodges, and many of them, as Gun-
delandus, abbot of Lauresheim, wielded the compass and
gavel with almost as much utility as the cross,' and, un-
questionably, a good deal of actual handiwork was done by
the monastic brethren themselves.? This will, in a measure,
satisfactorily explain many of those touches of satire, in
the way of droll and ludicrous portraiture, visible in
European churches,and seem to be directly pointed against
rival clerical sects.* 'While in the employ of these religious
bodies, the masons frequently made journeys from one
monastery to another, and these detachments were usually
under the guidance of a monk architect. Like other guilds,
they travelled well armed. In the centre of the convoy
was a pack-horse or mule, which carried the tools and
implements of the workmen, together with their pro-
visions.

The particular class of laborers who seem to have
agsisted the masons at their work, were called oblati,* or
those consecrated to religious service among the Benedic-
tines, after having undergone the usual preliminary proofs.
The duty assigned these youths was, principally, to bring
water, carry mortar, stone,and sand, and to attend invalid
workmen in the conventual infirmary.®

! Architectes et sculpteurs, qui semblables au moine Gundelandus, abbé de
Lauresheim, tenaient le compas et le maillet avec non moins d’autorité que la
crosse. Lacroix, Les Arts au Moyen Age, p. 358.

2 Paly, Manual of Gothic Architecture, p. 212. Dallaway, Historical Account
of Master and Freemason, p. 418, thinks many of the details of architectural
plans were the suggestion of ecclesiastics.

3 Poole, Eeclesiastical Architecture, p. 276.

¢ Du Cange, V. Qblati, for ample discussion and information. Also, Fos-
broke, British Monachism, p. 191.

5 Heidelhoff, Die Bauhiitte der Mittelalter. For proofs of a close intimacy
between the Benedictines and Freemasons, see Fallon, Mysterien der Frei-
mayurer, p. 243, ete,
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A Masonic dress for the medisval operative was care-
fully prescribed, and consisted of a short tunic, which, in
winter, was made of woollen stuffs, and in summer of
linen. This garment was fastencd around the waist by a
girdle, from which sometimes hung a small satchel, and
when travelling, perhaps a sword. This tunic seems to
have preserved an existence from the eleventh century
down at least to the time of Van Eyck, in the year 1437.
Craftsmen at large covered their heads with a tight-fitting
scull-cap without a visor; close-cut breeches completed the
Masonic attire.

In the painting of the year noted, by Jean Van Eyck,
preserved in the Louvre, delineating the erection of a
Gothic tower by the Masons, and from which the descrip-
tions above were taken mainly, these peculiarities of dress
prominently appear.! Two of the operatives, who are

! Vide Gorling, Geschichte der Mahlerei, Bd. 1., p. 248, etc. Uniformity of
dress was by no means restricted to Freemasons. Nearly every class of civil
society was distinguished by peculiarities of attire. All guilds prescribed
certain suits or livery to be worn by members when present at the meetings.
The Saddlers’ and Spurriers’ Guild of Norwich, established in 1385, ordered
that “all ye brethern and systern hav a lyvere of sute to kennen ye bretheren
an systeryn and for no oyer enchesoun.” Toulman Smith, English Guilds, p.
43. A curious regulation of St. Edmund’s Guild, Bishops Lynn, enacts:
“Noman ne come in time of drinke beforn ye alderman and ye gild breth-
ern in tabbard, in cloke, ne barlege, ne barfoote,” under a penalty of 7d.
Smith, Tbid., p. 95. This ordinance was strenuously insisted on by all guilds
or sworn brotherhoods, in order to distinguish the members. In the year
1326, an edict was issued by an ecclesiastical council against these conjurationes
or societies united by oaths, and, among other charges, it was alleged that the
members of these organizations were uniformly attired: et interdum se omnes
vesti consimile inducentes.  Coneil. Vaurensi., Tome XX., p. 857. Also, Wilda,
Das Gilden Wesen im Mittelalter, pp. 52-224. Mediseval minstrels were also
distinguished by a peculiar costume. Strutt, Sports and Pastimes, pp. 189, 190,
Percy, Reliques of Ancient Poetry, note v. 3. It will be seen from the foregoing
references that guilds and professions assumed a certain style or characteristic
of drese, and, in this respect, were closely followed by the Freemasons, who
adopted one best suited to the necessities of their vocation, a portion of which
— the apron — is still worn,

o
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evidently directing the labors of the craft, stand forth as
noticeable exceptions in style of costume. Each of the
figures is clothed with a long gown, reaching to the knees,
tightly bound about the middle, with a heavy turban on
his head. These are either a Master or Pallirer (Warden),
in charge of the work. No unchangeable usage touching
the cap or hat for the fraternity, it is believed, prevailed
exclusively.

An engraving, copied from an ancient painting, prefaces
Stieglitz’s' edition of the Torgau ordinance, in which the
three crowned martyrs are illustrated as clothed in tunics
opening in front. Two of the saints have covering for
the head : one is a close fitting, unvisored cap, loosely tied
with straps in front, which are evidently designed to
adjust it to a proper size. I believe this to have been, so
to speak, the regulation cap. The other figure has merely
a hat, with a long sloping visor in front, and the back
portion turned up from the base of the eye.

} Ueber die Kirche der heiligen Kunigunde su Rochlits,




CHAPTER XX.

BurLDING CORPORATIONS EAGERLY JOINED — POWERS OF INTERNAL
GOVERNMENT — THE MEMBERS ARE ARMED — GUILDS ASSIMILATE
T0 CHURCH DISCIPLINE — RIGHT OF CORPORATE BURIAL — QUALIFI-
CATIONS OF MEMBERSHIP — CANDIDATE MUST BE POSSESSED OF INTEL-
LIGENCE AND PROPERTY — DEGREES AMONG FREEMASONS — THE
APPRENTICES — CRAFTSMAN OR COMPANION — DURATION OF AN
APPRENTICESHIP — INITIATE MUST SWEAR TO PRESERVE LAND-

MARKS.

¥1ROM the valuable privileges accorded to mediseval
guilds, it is reasonable to infer that admission to
7{ the Masonic corporation was not unattended
D\| with conditions more or less difficult for candi-
dates. At an early age in German history, these brother-
hoods or craft guilds had widely extended, and each
society, having its existence recognized by municipal
authority, was possessed substantially of identical powers
of internal government.

All laws, rules, and regulations affecting these organic
bodies, whether commercial or mechanical, were very early
digested, and constituted a large portion of the private
laws of the empire.! To such extent did these corpora-

! Usually designated as “ Zunftordnungen,” or “ Innungsgesetzen,” and com-
piled, probably, near the commencement of the thirteenth century. See Fr.
Schulte, Lehrbuch der Deutschen Reichs-und- Rechtsgeschichte, p. 127. Whether
the laws regulating English guilds were regularly enrolled upon the statute-
book, or simply developed from immemorial usage, is uncertain. Wilda, Das
Qild. Wesen im Mittelalter, p. 376, cites the statute of a guild enacted about the
year 1283. For what purpose the order of Parliament in 1389 was issued to

203
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tions increase about the thirteenth century, that they were
sufficiently powerful to defy imperial authority.! Not un-
frequently it happened that these societies, by the terms of
their charters, were allowed to arm the members for defence,
and went out to battle with their masters in command.?

In their general scope and design, these guilds almost
universally had the outline of a church brotherhood —
the duty of caring for their sick and infirm being strongly
impressed upon each member of the fraternity. Society
funds were used to bury deceased brethren, and on such
occasions the funeral procession was terminated by a
banquet.?

‘While on this point, it may not be uninteresting to
mention the fact that, in Germany, guilds were estab-
lished whose express and only purpose was the humane
treatment of those afflicted with leprosy —a disease
alleged to have been introduced into Europe from the
East by Crusaders.* That membership in organizations,
privileged to regulate their affairs independent of royal
or ccclesiastical interposition, was highly prized, may be
readily inferred, and that such admission was eagerly
sought will admit of little doubt, when it is stated that
whenever a brother, in certain instances, was summoned
before the civil judiciary, all the members of his guild
accompanied him, and none but those connected with the

the guilds in England for a certified return of their condition, does not appear;
.but the earliest governmental legislation touching guilds, including the Masons,
is the ordinance of the year 1254, under Louis XI. of France.

1 By act of Parliament, in the thirty-seventh year of Henry VIIL's relgn,
the entire estate of craft guilds was confiscated. Brentano, Eacay on the
Origin and Development of Guilds, clxiii.

? Ungewitter, Qeschichte des Handels und der Industrie, p. 234.

8 Ibid., p. 233. With rare exceptions, the guildic returns collected by
Smith, in his English Quilds, show the obligatory relation of the living towards
the burial of deceased brothers, and thatundera penalty. Starb er, geleiteten
ihn alle zu Grabe, brachte Opfer, etc. Wilda, Gilden Wesen, p. 123.

¢ Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 212.
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brotherhood were fully competent witnesses. In such
cases, the oath of the accused was valued as three to one
of a stranger.!

What qualifications were nccessary for initiation or
membership, cannot be definitely mentioned. In many
guilds of the Middle Ages, an initiation fee was required,?
and in others the applicant must exhibit satisfactory evi-
dence of his knowledge and capacity to acquire the craft.
From a digest of laws, which Boileau compiled in the
year 1254, it would seem that a property qualification for
membership in these close corporations was requisite.®

So far as relates to the Masonic brotherhood, the old
regulations which have descended to us sufficiently attest
that the requirements still in vogue were substantially the
same among the medieval Masons. To be received as an
apprentice, it was absolutely essential that the applicant
should be free-born, and of a prescribed age. What was
the minimum of years is uncertain. It is,at all events,
very clear that the proposed apprentice need not be one
and twenty; but, on the contrary, at any reasonable time
during his minority he was eligible to the degree of an
Entered Apprentice.* That this was a degree by itself, and
the first towards advancement, can, I think, admit of but

! Dahlmann, Geschichte von Dinnemark. Bd. 111, p. 13.

2 In English fraternities, the price of admission varied. St. Katherine’s
Guild ordained, “ Quat brothyr or systyr schal comyn into this fraternite he
shal payen to the sustentacion of this gulde v*.” Toulman Smith, English
Guilds, p. 67. Others usually demanded wax payments. The early Teutonic
or Scandinavian associations exacted an cntrance fee. Wilda, u¢ supra, pp.
108-216. Oftentimes the initiate was obliged to pay money and a certain
quantity of wax: “4 Mark und 1 Pfund Wachs.” Ibid., p. 274; also, Lacroix,
Les Moeurs et Usages au Moyen Age, p. 316; Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr
wahren Bedewtung, p. 220 ; and, Fr. Von Raumer, Geschichte der Hohenstaufen,
Bd. V., p. 311.

3 Pour qu'il sache fére le mestier et il ait de coi. Boileau, Reglemens sur
Metiers.

¢ Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen, p. 274, says, in some of these corporations the
candidates were accepted if fifteen years old.

18
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little controversy, and, as such, existed in the contempla-
tion of early Masons. The Germans designated this class
of workmen as “ Diener,” or servants; the French stone-
cutters called them ¢ Apprentis” (learners), or, as the
English craftsmen learned it from their Gallic brethren,
 Apprentices.” We have already referred to the three
distinct classes of operatives into which Saint Eloi, at that
distant epoch, divided the jewellers, and equally defined
grades or degrees existed during the Middle Ages among
the fraternity of masons and carpenters. The young work-
man ceased to be an apprentice on attaining the degree
of Fellow; and this advancement carried with it higher
powers, additional preferment, and greater privileges, as
we shall presently discover, than the preceding degree,
and, in like manner, the Fellow-craftsman terminated
that connection upon becoming a Master. How far appren-
tices were initiated into the mysteries of the order at that
time is, at the present day, involved in obscurity; that
they received sufficient information to gain admittance
into lodges of Apprentices is beyond question, and that
such lodges were opened, to which these operatives were
called, is equally true. All instruction essential to the
apprentice in order to become a Fellow was imparted him,
together with such grips and passwords as prevented im-
position from the uninitiated. He must also have received
a thorough drilling in the elements of geometric science,
and an explanation of the symbolic appliances necessary
to his degree.

It was an unvarying qualification, and one not restricted
to Masonic fraternities, that the candidate should be of
sound body and mind, and unqualifiedly of legitimate
parentage. This last stipulation was insisted upon, in the
thirteenth century, by the French stonecutters,! under pen-
alty of a heavy fine.?

! Tant seulement nez de loial marriage. Boileau, Livre des Metiers de Parts,
cap. 48.
? Halliwell’s MSS,, Art. 4 and b, is explicit upon these points:
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An apprenticeship varied ; in some trades it endured for
ten years, in others, five or six. It may be said here, to
the honor of the law-making powers of that period, that
statutes regulating trades were so framed as to make
thoroughly skilled workmen, and no advancement was
permitted until apprentices had exhibited suitable pro-
ficiency ! in the details of work assigned them. French
masters were allowed one apprentice for the definite term
of six years.? At the end of the fifth year they were per-
mitted to accept another. Under specific circumstances,
the Master of Royal Masons in Paris was indulged the
privilege of two workmen of this degree. An exception
in favor of masters’ sons, curtailing apprenticeship, if of
legitimate birth,® was also conceded. Any infringement
upon the regulations cited was punished by a fine, which
should be immediately paid to the chapel of Saint Blase,
who, as already noted, was the patron saint of French
masons.

The prevailing law affecting the duration of apprentice-

“Yat he no bondsman prentys make.”
“80 yat ye prentys be of lawful blod.” Fol.7.

Baint Canute’s Guild, one of the oldest Scandinavian fraternities, made it a
condition precedent to initiation that the applicant should be without reproach:
“idonea sit persona et sine infamia.” De Personis Intrantibus, in Wilda, Gil-
den Wesen im Mittelalter, p. 117. This, according to Wilda, loe. cit., was the
unvarying requirement of membership, confirmed by Toulman Smith, English
Guilds, pp. 190-229. See Winzer, Die Deutschen Bruderschaften des Mittelalters,
p- 28, and Ordnung der Strassburger Steinmelzen, in Krause, Die Drei @ltesten
Kunsturkunden, Bd. II., Ab. 1, p. 284.

! This, during the Middle Ages, was by no means an empty formulary, but
rigidly insisted upon, that an Apprentice or Companion (Fellow) should execute
such work as would entitle him to advancement. Lorsque I'apprenti ou le
compagnon sollicitait la maitrise, 'un et I'autre prenaient le titre d’aspirants
et dés lors ils se trouvaient soumis & des examens succesif. Lacroix, Les
Moeurs et Usages au Moyen Age, p. 316. Such aspirant was required to ex-
hibit his proficiency by producing a masterpiece of the craft which he fol-
lowed. Ibid,

? Boilean, Reglemens sur les Metiers de Paris, cap. 48. 8 Ibid.
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ship among the Germans, directed' that no apprentice
(Diener) should be accepted for a less period than five
years, and in this respect the ordinances drawn up at
Torgau,® in 1462, perfectly agree. Notwithstanding this
limitation was universal in Germany so early as 1459 and
1462, yet, in the year 1518, Jacob von Schweinfurt,® desir-
ing to render the Saxon lodges independent of the Grand
Lodge of Magdeburg and Strassburg, enunciated the here-
tic doctrine that four years was the ancient term for an
apprenticeship. This difficulty was finally adjusted be-
tween the conflicting bodies, and the original five years
were again accepted by the master builders who had
acknowledged the pretensions of Schweinfurt.

In England a more extended duration of service was
demanded of an apprentice mason, namely, seven years,*
and with this regulation the statute law of England en-
tirely coincided.® The German Masons conscientiously
attended to the principles which underlaid their society ;
and, so great was the respect maintained towards the
term of apprenticeship, that the confraternity of sculptors,
whose limit of servitude was threc years, was relentlessly
excluded from a participation in the stonecutters’ lodges,
nor were they permitted to be associated with them in
mutual handiwork, as previously.® According to Stieg-
litz, this antipathy was perpetuated down to a recent

! Ordnung der Strassburger Haupthiitte v. Yahre 1459 ; Krause, Die Drei al-
testen Kunsturkunden, Bd. 1L, Ab. 1, p. 284.

2 Ordnung der Steinmeizen, Anno 1462.

3 Stieglitz, Ueber die Kirche und Steinmetz- Hiitle zu Rochlita, p. 15.

4 All the English manuscripts, I believe, are identical in this particular.

8 “To exercise a trade in any town, without having previously served as an
apprentice for seven years . . . . is punished by statute, 5 Elizabeth, c. 4, with
forfeiture of forty shillings by the month.” Blackstone, Commentaries on the
Laws of England, Vol. IV., p. 160.

6 Stieglitz, Ucber die Steinmetz- Hiitte zu Rochlitz, p. 25.

T 1bid. By the Strassburg regulation, an applicant, who had served a legal
term of years with unprivileged masons,— murer, maurer, perhaps bricklayers,
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date in Germany ; and, even at the time he wrote (1829),
both corporations, still clinging to the shadow of organ-
ized bodies, failed to fraternize.

‘When the term. of apprenticeship had expired,! the
craftsman was entitled to ask and receive advancement to
the degree of Fellow, or Companion,? which grade in the
line of promotion seems to have been exclusively recognized
by the mediseval Masons and their associates, the carpen-
ters.® In the regulations of 1254, it is ordered as follows :*
The master with whom the apprentice has served the
requisite time, shall go before the Master of Masons and
testify that his artisan has well and truly fulfilled his
term. Whereupon the General Master, who has control of
the craft, shall cause the apprentice to swear upon the
Scriptures® that he will not deviate from the established
usages and customs of the fraternity, but maintain them
for all time. It does not, however, appear whether or not
the French apprentice passed directly to the degree of
Master, or whether, upon obligating himself in the pre-

— and desired to be instructed in true masonic art, was compelled to apprentice
himself in order to complete the necessary term of years. Vide Krause, Die
Drei celtesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. 1L, Ab. 1, p. 285.

! The lapse of time now required in modern Freemasonry to intervene
between degrees has so obviously descended from the above noted custom as to
render comment unnecessary. Additional proof may be found in the limi-
tation as established by the Grand Orient of France, at the close of the last
century. No Apprentice could be advanced to the grade of Fellow before
attaining to twenty-three years, nor to that of a Master till he was twenty-five,
and an interval of three and a half months must elapse between the two last
degrees. Regulateur du Magon, anno 1801 ; p. 4, Grade du Compag., and p. 3,
 Gr. du Maitre.

2 Sous le nom de gargons ou ecompagnons du devoir, les compagnons, quoique
relevant aussi de la communauté du métier auquel ils appartenaient, compo-
saient également des affiliations distinctes. Lacroix, Les Mocurs et Usages au
Moyen Age, p. 323.

% Le surnom (gargon ou compagnon) fut d’abord exclusivement appliqué
nux charpentiers et aux magons. [bid., loc. cit. This dictum, from so illus-
trious an antiquary as Lacroix, should be final.

¢ Boileau, Les Metiers de Paris, cap. 48.

8 Le mestrier doit {ére jurer a Papprentis seur sains. Ibid.

18 * (o]
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scribed form, he became a Fellow, and remained in that
position until, according to the custom of the craft, he
was advanced to a Mastership. The latter opinion would
seem to be the more accurate one, as the context of this
venerable document fairly warrants such assumption. For
instance, the Master was specifically sworn to preserve the
trade with fidelity and zeal, and in strict accordance with
ancient landmarks; and in case he should be led to suspect
anything detrimental to the fraternity, it was his duty to
reveal it at once to the General Master.

English apprentices, upon the-advancement to the degree
of Fellow, took the prescribed oath upon the Scriptures or
holy-dome, which were held by a senior (warden).!

It is uncertain how long the obligated candidate re-
mained a Fellow.? but it is inferable that when initiated
into the secrets of this degree, he received the essential
parts of the mystic rites of the brotherhood, and the fullest
details of architectural art. Whenever circumstances per-
mitted him to assume the superintendence of masons, then
the final grade of Master was conferred upon him. Ile
was also instructed in the powers and duties incident to
that station, together with the secret symbols which con-
stituted the groundwork of his authority.

All the mystical and geometrical secrets of Freemasonry
were certainly given in this degree, so that when the
Fellow-craftsman was appointed or selected to direct a
lodge of builders, he was instructed in nothing further,
with the exception, perhaps, of the emblems incident to a
Master’s power and the legend of the builder.

! Lansdowne MSS.

? The custom in the vast majority of craft guilds, was for a Fellow who desired
to become a Master, to prepare an unexceptionably fine piece of his handicraft.
Thir was produced before a syndic of sworn tradesmen, who, after a lively dis-
cussion, decided upon the work and the Fellow’s capacity, and if favorable, he
was obliged to take an oath of allegiance to- the king, etc. Lacroix, Les
Moeurs et Usages au Moyen Age, p. 316. There was a sworn syndicate in Paris,
in 1254, of masons and carpenters, no doubt for this very purpose. Boileau,
Reglemens sur Metiers, cap. cxii.
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D

HY apprentice having honorably terminated, and
with conceded proficiency, the term of years
&) k9| during which he was held subject to his master’s
[£2aS9) control, he was entitled to be received and recog-
nized as a Fellow-craft Mason.! This degree carried with
it immunities and privileges which belonged in no wise to
the former. As a Fellow or Companion, the operative was
at liberty to wander whither he pleased in search of work.
This facility was denied the apprentice, unless the master
were unable to furnish him with employment ; in that case

1 Ordnung der Steinmetzen zu Torgau, Art. 26,
211
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he could loan his apprentice a mark, in order that he might
travel in quest of labor.! -

Each Entered Apprentice Mason, upon his initiation into
the mysteries of a Fellow-craft’s grade, received a distin-
guishing mark,? and took his membership ipso facto in the
lodge where the degree was conferred upon him! The
initiation was substantially as follows: After the candi-
date had passed a successful examination touching his
skill before older Fellows of the craft,® a report was made
to the lodge in due form, and was vouched for by the
Master who had a thorough knowledge of his craftsman’s
morals and attainments. In addition to this, as already
shown, upon the conclusion of the apprentice’s six years
in France, the master produced him before the General
Master, and attested his proficiency.*

Oftentimes a burlesque initiation® was performed upon
the applicant, in order to render the genuine mysteries
more solemn and impressive. The brethren divested them-
selves of their implements and short swords in entering
the mystic lodge (perhaps in a erypt), for the reason that
the highest symbolism of harmony and sanctity was to be
impressed upon the suppliant.® The lodge being opened
in suitable form, the Master presiding directed a brother
Mason to prepare the candidate. Ilis weapons, and all

! Do mag cin Meister seinen Diener cin Zeichen verleihen im sein Leryaren
zu wandern, wann der meister nicht forderunge hatte. Ibid., Art. 30,

* Ein Meyster soll seinen Diener sein Zeichen, nicht lenger vorhalten den
xiv. Tag. Ibid., Art. 26. See Wilda, Das GQilden Wesen tm Mittelalter, p. 223.

3 Fallou, Mysterien der Freimaurer, p. 59. This agrees with Lacroix, Les
Arts au Moyen Age. p. 316.

¢ Li mestres A cui li apprentis ait fet et par accompli son term, doit venir
pardevant le mestre du mestier et tesmoigner que son apprentis & feit son
terme. Boileau, Livre des Metiers, cap. 48. .

8 Fallou, Mysterien der Freimaurer, p.60. In this ludicrous ceremony the in-
itiate was obliged to carry a staff'; for what purpose does not appear.

8 Fallou, Mysterien der Freimaurer, p. 58, evidently followed by Findel, Ge-
schichle der Freimaurerei, p. 71, ete.  Winzer, Die Deutschen Bruderschafien des
Mittelalters, p. 67. The sanctity of a medieval lodge mounts upto the opening
of Teutonic judicial organizations, See infra.
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substances of like material, were taken from him ; a por-
tion of his clothing was removed, so as to bare his breast,"
and with bandaged eyes and left foot unshod he sounded
three distinct blows upon the lodge door.? Upon his
entrance, a Warden received him and conducted him
before the Master, who stood in the East. The candidate
knelt, and a short prayer was offered, after which he was
led thrice around the room and back to the door, where,
with his feet at a right angle, he was ordered to advance by
three upright, measured steps. The candidate was then
placed in position to take the prescribed obligation, which
involved the contact of his right hand with the sacred
Scriptures — holy-dome — and the square and compasses.®
He swore to be true and loyal, and faithfully adhere to all
the charges and regulations of a Mason, and to conceal
with care and fidelity the secrets of the fraternity. The
bandage was then removed, and the three great lights
explained. An apron was presented to him, and having
received the password, “ Wortzeichen,” and grip, * Hand-
schenck,” he took his seat as a member of the lodge.*

It is said that white gloves® were presented to the
initiate at the termination of the degree; such usage was
still practised at the close of the eighteenth century.®

! Fallou, ut supra, p. 108, says the lefl knee and breast were both bared in
initiation during the Middle Ages.

% 1bid., p. 243. This custom seemsto have come from the Benedictines.
Vide Du Cange, GQlos. Med. et Infim. Lat., sub voce, oblati. Winzer, ut supra;
Krause, Die Drei celtesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. 1., Ab. 1, pp. 139, 140.

8 Findel, Geschickte der Freimaurerei, p. 71, and Fallou, Ibid. The wardens,
at all events, were sworn upon the square and compass, “ die Eid strebe mit
maszstabe unnd winkelmas zu den Heyligen.” Ordnung der Steinmetzen,
1462, Art. 18. This explicitly declares that the patron saints of the order were
invoked during the obligation. ) )

¢ Findel, ut supra, p. 72; also, Winzer, Die Bruderschaften des Mittelalters, pp.
67, 68. Unless noted, the above details havé been taken mainly from Fallou.

® Fallou, Mysterien der Freimaurer, p. 111, inclines to the opinion that this
usage began about the year 1688. 1In 1686, it was obligatory to present such
gloves prior to the initiation. Plot, History of Staffordshire, § 86.

¢ White gloves were used in the mystic ceremonies of French lodges, at the
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A custom, in vogue among European Masons at present,
prevailed with the mediseval craftsmen, to conclude the
initiatory rites with a banquet,' — a custom not confined
to stonecutters’ corporations, but was a common practice
with all fraternities of the Middle Ages. Prayer on such
occasions opened and closed the festivities. According to
the universal precedent in those distant ages, the Master
drank to the health and honor of the newly-made brother,
out of a lodge drinking horn, called ¢ willkommen,” or
welcome cup.? To this toast the initiate responded by
emptying the horn in prosperity of the craft. Ancient
usage required that this toasting should be performed in
three cadences or motions. A glove or handkerchief covered
the hand which grasped the bowl ; the lid was then raised
and finally carried to the lips and drank in three regu-
larly-timed draughts;® after which it was replaced on the
banqueting table with similar movements. Oftentimes
the festivities were prepared by the initiate himself, and,
not unfrequently, the expenses incident were mutually
borne between the lodge and Fellow-craft.

By the ordinance of 1462,* the corporation’s share of reck-
oning is definitely fixed, and beyond this it must become
the brother’s private expenditure.

opening of the present century, in order to symbolize purity; after conferring
the degree, they were to be donated to the aspirant’s wife. Regulateur du Magon,
p- 33 (grade d’apprenti).

! Ordnung der Steinmetzen v. Yahre 1462, Art. 27.

2 This custom, as noted in the text, is clearly derived from the ancient Ger-
mans. At Scandinavian feasts, the principal person at the table took the cup
first, and rising, saluted courteously by name either him who sat nearest or
who was highest in rank. He then drank the toast, and having filled the
bowl, presented it to the person who had been toasted. Mallet, Northern An-
tiguities, p. 196. See Simrock, Dewtsche Mythologie, p. 489, for a full and
lucid explanation of the substitution of Christian raints in place of heathen
gods, to whom these toasts were anciently given. The Regulateur du Magon,
p- 40, et seq. (grade d’apprenti), gives minute details for such banquets.

® Kraure, Die Drei celtesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. 1., Abt. 1, p. 271.

¢ Art. 27, and Stieglits, Ueber die Kirche und Steinmetz-Hiitte zu Rochlite, p. 63.
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‘When the degree of Fellow was conferred upon the
Apprentice, the craftsman was in a position to travel
whither he pleased. Whenever a travelling brother in
search of employment or assistance approached a lodge and
desired to gain admission, he gave three distinct knocks
upon the door.! The brethren within immediately ceasced
their work, laid down their tools, and formed themselves
in regular, probably, geometrical order, but the Master or
Pallirer (warden) occupied no distinctive position, as has
been erroneously asserted. Upon entering the lodge, the
visiting craftsman advanced by three upright measured
steps, and gave the salute, “ Gruss,” or- hailing sign.?
After having saluted the congregated lodge, the wandering
brother, in formal manner? thus addressed them: * May
God greet you, may God direct you, may God reward you,
president Master, Pallirer (warden), and you good Fel-
lows.”” Thereupon the Master, or if absent, the Pallirer, was
obliged to respond with thanks, in order that the visitor
might discern who was the Master of the lodge.* Then the
stranger craftsman resumed the fraternal colloquy, and
said : “ My Master ”— calling him by name — ¢ sends you
cordial greeting.”® After this he passed around the lodge
before all the craftsmen, for the purpose of saluting them
in the same friendly way as he had greeted the Master,
and in return for his salutation, the Master, Warden, and
Fellows gave a courteous response! And this was the
custom for travelling Masons to go around the lodge, from
one to another, thanking each brother, in case he received
favors at his hands. In case a Fellow-craft, thus wander-

! Findel, Geschichte der Freimaurerei, p. 72; Winzer, Die Deutschen Bruder-
schaften des Mittelalters, p. 70. Consult Fallou, u¢ supra.

? Ordnung der Steinmetzen zu Torgau, 1462, Art. 107.

8 Gott griisse euch. Gott weyre euch. Gott lone eunch, euch Obermeister
erwiderung, Pallirer und euch hiibschen gesellen. Ibid., loc. cit.

4 8o sol In der meister oder pallirer danken das er sieht welcher der oberst
ist in der Hiitten. Ibid.

5 Compare Sloane MSS. 3329, Ed. by Woodford, p. xix.

§ Ordnung, et loc. cit. Stieglita, Ueber der Steinmets - Hiitte zu Rochlitz, p. 73.
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ing, arrived before the lodge was convened for labor, he
was entitled to receive a per diem compensation. A

After the mutual salutes, in accordance with the pre-
scribed regulation, had been finished, if it happened that
the visiting operative desired material assistance, he was
at liberty to demand it of the Master, who, by virtue of
his obligation, was necessitated to aid him to the extent
of his financial ability,! and was also required to expend
his wages for the distressed brother’s comfort, if it were
demanded.? If, perchance, the master builder had so little
work as to be comparatively idle, upon demand, he was
compelled to go-with the applicant, and aid him with the
other brethren.® Also, when a travellmg Mason petitioned
for a chisel and piece of stone, in order to carve his mark
upon it, his request was immediately complied with.* As
a last resort, to render his urgent appeal for help effective,
he exclaimed, ¢ Help me, that God may help you.” Assist-
ance was then given,and therecupon he removed his hat,and
said very humbly: *May God thank (reward) you, Wor-
shipful Master, Pallirer (wardens), and worthy Fellows.”

The custom of taking the hat off, during the reception
ceremonies, will be further discussed. It was by means of
signs, grips, and passwords, that members of different
Masonic lodges recognized one another,’ and any profa-
nation of them was impressively guarded against and
severely punished.

11t was this mutual obligation among Masons that highly offended Dr.
Plot, History of Staffordshire, § 86, who charges the fraternity in hjis day (1686)
with obtaining maintenance by means of signs, etc.

* 80 sol In der meister fordern auff das nechste lohn und nit versagen.
Ordnung der Steinmetzen zu Torgau, Art. 108,

8 Ibid., loc. cit.

4 Ein Itzlicher wandergeselle soll bithen umb eine biicke, darnach umb ein
stiik steins, darauf darnach umb gezeugk, das soll man In williglichen leihen,
Ibid., Art. 109.

5 Helffet mir auff oder In das euch Gott helffe, Ibid., Art. 110,

¢ Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 162.
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The secrets of a mediseval lodge consisted of a thorough
and profound knowledge of the rudiments of those arts and
sciences by a successful combination of which superb edi-
fices were erected to the honor of the living God! These
principles were preserved in symbolic form, as no written
draughts were allowed.

The symbols were composed principally of geometric
elements ; for instance, of the right angle, triangle, quad-
rangle, pentagon, sexagon, octagon, and circle. Sometimes
they were borrowed from the implements used in building,
such as the square, gauge, level, plumb, etc. The first
cited symbols had a direct reference to art, and were
designed to serve both as a perpetual reminder of the
rules of construction, and to portray, in a tangible form,
various types of proportion. In their emblematic relations,
these figures unfolded to the brethren a more profound
wisdom ; to the Master, an immutable clue; and to the
Fellows and Apprentices, a finger-board in the ever-length--
ening route of knowledge. In nearly every instance, per-
haps, the symbols contained valuable moral instructions to
the humble and pious artisan, and were typified to
impress the Mason’s heart with the beauties of an upright
life, in all business and professional transactions,— a mean-
ing which lay concealed in the angle of the square, the
perfect circle, and reliable level.?

In the document which is asserted to have been written
by King Henry VI., of England, is contained a valuable
summary of such secrets as were claimed by mediseval
lodges. There is no reason to assume, however, that this
famous treatise was the production of its alleged author,
although it bears all the internal evidence of having been
prepared by a Masonic writer, towards the close of the
fifteenth or beginning of the sixteenth century. Masonic
mysteries are there stated to be a knowledge of natural

! Luebke, Geschichte der Plastik, p. 442.
3 Stieglitz, Geschichte der Baukunst, pp. 609, 610,
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sciences and their inherent powers, together with the
ability to interpret the varied operations of nature.—
Especial claim is made to skill in the science of numbers;
to mechanical and mathematical learning ; to admeasure-
ments, and the entire understanding of moulding and fash-
ioning all things for man’s use, chiefly the constractive art
involved in the erection of dwellings and edifices of every
description ; and also — attesting the moralistic tone of the
fraternity — to an acquaintance with those things which
make good men.! Instruction was given the members in the
seven liberal arts and sciences, which the monasteries con-
tributed, but, according to the treatise from which we are
quoting, religion was made a prominent portion of lodge
secrets. ’

Mediseval craftsmen declared they possessed the proper
method of teaching the arts, and, judging from the monu-
ments of skill which they have transmitted, it is necessary
to concede the correctness of this assumption.

It was also recited to be among the mysteries of Masonry,
the science of attaining a degree of moral perfection, and
becoming good men without the fluctuating influences of
hope and fear.? However, of all Masonic secrets claimed
by this ancient record, the most significant is ¢ the way of
winning the faculty of Abrac.””® This faculty of Abrac is
of such transcendent importance for the internal history of
lodge Arcana, that a detailed dissertation of the same will
be given hereafter. It will materially assist in tracing
mystical references of Masonry to a very remote antiquity,
and furnish the thread by which Oriental influence can be
connected with the Gothic symbolism of the fraternity.

Lodges, during the Middle Ages, paid close attention to

! This curious manuscript has been frequently published; my edition is
the reprint by Krause, Die Drei ltesten Kunsterkunden, Bd. 1., Ab. 1, p. 20.

1 “The skylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte wythouten the Holpynges
of Fere and Hope.” Krause, ut supra, p. 26.

8 Krause, loc. cit.



ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY. 219

their members’ morals, and instructions having a devotional
and spiritualistic tendency constituted a large part of lodge
discipline ; all trifling subjects were rigidly excluded, and
every infringement upon the rules of order and general
regulations was severely punished.!

The prescriptions, which required an implicit obedience
by the members, were calculated to ennoble the heart, and
dignify humanity. It was ordered that the Master should
hold his authority with equal justice towards his Wardens
and Fellows ;2 and dishonor attached to that Master who vil-
lified and assailed the character of a brother craftsman.’
Any Mason who borrowed aught from his brethren,and by
his indifferent conduct evinced a disinclination to adjust
the loan, or lacked the will to return in kind, or belied, or
betrayed, and endeavored to supplant another in his work,*
or scorned and injured him while in the faithful prosecu-
tion of his Masonic vocations,—such brother was held
unworthy of fraternal association, and was relentlessly
expelled.* No Pallirer (warden) or Fellow should further
his individual interests by a present or bribe to the
Master,—such attempt being strictly enjoined by lodge
regulations.®

Pallirer were obliged to manifest a stcady and unwaver-
ing kindness towards the Fellows and Apprentices, and on
every occasion show,by unequivocal conduct, to what extent
such professions were genuine.” These officers were pro-
hibited from undermining the Master in his legitimate
labors ; neither should he be slandered by false and mali-

! Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 162.

? Ordnung der Steinmetzen, 1462, Art. 9, 10, 19.

8 I'bid., Art. 17,

¢ Yet shall no mayster supplant oyer. Halliwell’s MSS,, 17 Al, ams. 11.
The English manuscripts contain similar injunctions. See Kloss, Die Frei-
maurerei in threr wahren Bedeulung, p. 122, and Findel, Geschichte der Frei-
maurerei, p. 99.

8 Ordnung der Steinmetsen, 1462, Art. 34, 37

¢ Ibid., Art. 21. 1 Ibid., Art. 49.
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cious reports ; if the Wardens were at any time detected in
thus backbiting, they stood before the craft as dishonored.'

It was the Pallirer’s duty to assist the Master in his
management and control of the Fellows, to carefully scru-
tinize their workmanship, in order that the building or
the Master might suffer no loss? A portion of his powers
enabled him to clear the lodge from all tippling, except
in quiet vespers, when a little relaxation was allowed ; but
he was charged with the duty of restricting the craft from
an indulgence in excessive drinking.® In this respect a
medieval Warden exactly corresponds with a junior of
the present time, whose station and duties require him to
superintend the craft during the hours of refreshment, and
to guard them against converting the intermission of labor
into intemperance or excesses. No Master was at liberty
to advance a Fellow who slandered or did an injury to his
brother, or associated with lewd women, and lived in a
licentious manner ;—if he failed to confess, he should be
expelled as an evil-doer.

No Fellow-craftsman was permitted to drive usurious
bargains between the Master and other persons; neither

1 Ibid., Art. 53. In many craft guilds the master lost his privileges to pre-
side over a trade, if he served as journeyman under a master. Lacroix, Les
Moeurs et Usages aw Moyen Age, p. 317.

! Ordinance of Torgau, 1462, Art. 57,

8 Ibid., Art. 58, 59. This salutary regulation was enforced by the guilds of
England, and constituted an essential element of internal discipline. It was
a standing order, that “whoso make any noyse in tyme of drynking where
throw ye breyere and sisteren shul be greyd he shal pay to amendment of the
lyzth (lights) di. pound of wax.” Toulman Smith, English Guilds, p. 61.
Another ordinance apparently incorporated into guildic government, was a
rigid prohibition, under penalty of xii* (a large sum in those days), for any
member to enter the ale chamber without leave. In addition to the honor of
presiding over the guild, there was a substantial emolument appurtenant to
the office, in the nature of a more liberal supply of ale than was allowed the
congregated brothers and sisters. Ibid., pp. 90-92,95. The master or alder-
man “scal hav evere nith wilis ye drinken ij galoun of ale” —two gallons
of ale for a master in one drinking bout! I fancy this would transcend the
carrying capacity of our modern worshipfuls.
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should he speak evil of the brethren, nor gibe them. Over-
eating and intemperate drinking were interdicted this
grade of operatives.! A constant tendency,on the part of
the mediseval Masons, is perceptible, to impress the mind
with the great fundamental principles of truth and mo-
rality.

"~ A cursory examination of the Strassburg ordinance of
1459, will make manifest the profound religious feeling
which evidently inspired the master builders to frame, in
a Christian spirit, the following concluding clause: * Since
God, the Almighty, has graciously favored us, masters and
workmen, in devoting our talents and labor in a praise-
worthy manner, for the erection of His sacred edifices and
other artistic works, and by such handicraft are enabled to
earn an honest living, therefore, in humble imitation of
Christian people, will we for the future, with pure thank-
fulness, continue, moved by our hearts’ impulses, to serve
God, and in that way deserve our souls’ salvation.”? Such
principles, with which the Masonic life and conduct were
in harmony, necessarily contributed to elevate the brethren,
and developed a high honor and sincere regard for the
lodge as a consecrated place.?

Among the multifarious duties incident to the Pallirer’s
office, was that of testing the accuracy of the gauges and
squares ; and in order that no false proportions might
vitiate the exactitude of measurements, he was obliged to
see these implements properly adjusted.* The Warden
placed each block of stone in position before the appren-

! Ordnung, cit., Art. 33-8, 71-76. Like regulation among the early English
masons. Vide Halliwell MSS., Lansdowne MSS, Art. 6. * Also, that none
slander another behind his back to make him lose his good name.” Hughan,
Old Masonic Charges, p. 35.

? Vide Ordnung der Steinmeizen v. Yahre 1459, in Krause, Die Drei eliesten
Kunsturkunden, Bd. II., Abt. 1, p. 288.

3 Ordnung der Steinmetzen zu Torgau, 1462, Art. 11-13.

¢ Ein Pallirer soll allweg Richtscheyt und Kolmasz und alles was zu den
gehort rechtfertigen. 1bid., Art. 49.

19 #
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tices and Fellows, and drew out suitable designs upon it;
he was compelled to inspect with care the preparation of
all material, and have it perfected up to the submitted
diagrams.! If the Pallirer fractured any material to such
extent as to render it useless, he was not allowed com-
pensation for the work, and, moreover, must pay for the
stone.?

Equally minute regulations were enforced upon the Fel-
lows while at labor. The craftsman was strictly enjoined
to replace the measuring board (gauge) after necessary use,
nor was he permitted to take it down again until the
Master or Warden had examined his workmanship. He
was also instructed never to leave the square hanging upon
the stone. The gauge must be returned to its proper place,
and the level hung up.?

It was zealously inculeated as a lodge duty to render
requisite assistance to a brother applying for help, not
only in matter of charity, but to aid him in the artistic
preparation of work, if the brother were unable to do it
himself.* If the craftsman could not change the position
of the stone on which he was at work, or having moved
it, found himself unable to properly replace the same,
upon a call for aid to a brother within hailing distance,
assistance was immediately rendered.® Without permis-
sion expressly given, he was not at liberty to take addi-
tional working tools.® And any operative violating these
rules was subject to a payment of certain fines for each
infraction. Every Fellow-craft was punished with pre-

! Der Pallirer soll dem Gesellen und dem Diener williglichen stein wol
besehen ob er recht und wol gemacht ist. [Ibid., Art. 50.
? Ordnung der Steinmeizen, 1462, Art. 51. 3 Ibid., Art. 69.
4 4 Yat sygth hys fellow hewen on a stone,
And ¥s ¥n point to spylle yat stone,
Shall amend yat stone and help him.”
Halliwell MSS,, Art. 11.

8 Ordnung der Steinmetzen, 1462, Art. 72. ¢ Ibid., Art, 68,
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scribed penalties, in case the material before him fell from
the bench, or carelessly suffered the handle of an imple-
ment to slip or become loose, particularly if such working
tool were essential to the fine preparation of the stone;
because in this way the work might be injured or rendered
less accurate. If the artist failed to close and properly
secure the window which opened upon his bench, a fine
was assessed against him.!

It was ordered that the Pallirer (Wardens) and Fellows,
every Monday afternoon at one o’clock, during quiet ves-
pers, should repair to the Master,? in order to learn what
work was to be prepared, and to be properly set at labor
for the ensuing week.

The German craftsmen appear to have been under the
direct superintendence of a ¢ pallirer,” who answered to
the English “warden.”® He was the assistant of the
Master, and, under certain circumstances, assumed his
station and duties. In case the Master was absent from
the lodge, or distant from the building in process of con-
struction, or died during its erection, the Pallirer had
plenary powers to act, and do what the exigencies de-
manded.* When the Master was called away, it devolved
upon his representative to dismiss the craft, to assist
travelling Fellows, and also to allow the craftsmen and
apprentices a suitable time for refreshment and repose.®

! Ibid., Art. 69.

* “ Welcher pallirer nith bey seinem meyster und verhére, was er den
montag thun soll,” u. s. w. JIbid.,, Art. 86. This is the groundwork of the
present absolute power of a master to lay out and execute lodge work.

3 Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 162. Sometimes written Polirer. Krause, Die
Drei altesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. 1L, Ab. 2, p. 262. For duties of Pallirer, see
Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr wahren Bedeutung, p. 140, et seq.

4 Wenn ein meyster nicht bey dem werk ist, oder von hinnen were s0 hat
der Puallirer gantze vole macht zu them oder zu lassen das recht ist und in
abscheid dess Meisters. Ordinance of 1462, Art. 55. The principle involved
in this regulation still subsists as a landmark of the Freemasons,

8 Ibid., Art. 60, 61.
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One of the prevailing usages which has descended to
our time, was that, in the Master’s absence, the lodge and
its government were entrusted to his care, for which he
was answerable to his superior officer; and during such
temporary authority, the Pallirer or Warden was obliged
to regulate everything in accordance with strict justice.!
Upon him also rested the responsible duty of guarding
the freedom of the lodge, and to preserve the old land-
marks and Masonic privileges according to ancient cus-
tom, as sanctioned by the ¢ book of Masons’ law.”* He
was required to be the first at lodge in the morning, and
also at midday, after refreshment, as soon as the lodge
was called on for work, so that the Fellows, by virtue of
his example, should go to labor at the proper time.

In case the Master suffered damage through the delay
or dereliction of his warden in these duties, the loss must
be indemnified. The high importance attending the
administration of the Pallirer’s officc caused his election
and obligation to be singularly impressive.* In such
selection, particular care was taken to secure a suitable
and efficient officer, and the choice was only made in the
presence of Masters and Wardens.. No apprentice was
eligible to this position; nor conld a Warden be inducted
into office until his competency was vouched for by the
Master, who, with the other Masters of lodges, was obliged
to attest his fitness, and, in a measure, be responsible for
the faithful performance of his duties.®

! Ordinance of 1462, Art. 48, 65. 3 Ibid., Art. 60.

3 Also die Pallirer und halten das also das altherkomen der Hiittenrecht
nach Inhaldunge der alten Gewonheit und nach dem Buch und Ordnunge der
Lide. Ibid., Art. 47. The section cited is suggestive of two facts: the one,
that the regulations above referred to are here plainly declared to have been
drawn from older lodge rituals (Hiittenrecht). The other, that the Master and
Pallirer unquestionably assumed an obligation specifically different from that
administered to the initiate Apprentice or Fellow: “ordnunge der Eid,” ac-
cording to the direction of the oath.

¢ Ordnung der Steinmelzen, 1462, Art. 18-19.

5 Und keinen setzen er kionne es denn verhegen das die leute und er damit
versorgt sein. Ibid., Art. 18.
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Upon the election of a Pallirer or Warden, and accept-
ance of the position being signified, he was clothed with
the prerogatives of that office. Previous to investiture,
he took the prescribed oath in due form, which was with
his hand on the gauge and square ; and in this significant
attitude he obligated himself, under the invocation of the
patron saints, to protect the building and preserve his
Master from loss.! He was then placed before the Fellow-
craftsmen, who were compelled to promise him faithful
obedience; in his installation, the same submission was
exacted as was demanded during the ceremony of induct-
ing a Master into office.?

These rites, in conformity to the usages of that age,
were concluded with a banquet.®

The earliest authentic documents indicate that, as far
back as the eleventh century, the craftsmen were regularly
organized while at labor. In a celebrated manuscript in
the Imperial Library at Paris,* and of which a copy is now
before me, seven masons, clothed with tunic aprons, are
delineated at work on a wall being laid over two arches,
supported by three columns. Two artisans, one between
each of the pilasters, are manipulating a newly-finished
block of marble, while two others, apparently apprentices,
standing erect, have severally handed a perfect ashlar
stone to three workmen behind the wall above, one of
whom is busily engaged in cementing a block to the
building with a trowel. Another is employed in knock-
ing the stone which he has just received from the crafts-
men below with a stroke-hammer ; and the third operative

! 8o soll In die Pallirschaft befehlen und die eid strebe mit maszstabe und
winkelmas zu den Heyligen die Gebeude und dess meisters schaden zu be-
wahren. Ibid., Art. 18,

? Wenn ein meister einen Pallirer hat gesetzt so sollen In die Gesellen
geloben gehorsam zu sein als dem Meyster. Ibid., Art. 20.

3 Ordnung der Steinmetzen, 1462, Art. 20.

¢ Designated as Bible de Noialles. Vide Lacroix, Les Arts et Sciences au
Moyen Age, p. 465,

P
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is casting an antique plumb-line, in order to test the
perpendicular accuracy of the rising superstructure. It
may be added that the plumb seems to be composed of an
elongated bar of lead or iron attached to a cord, at the
extreme end of which is a hook, evidently designed to be
fastened to the outer edge of the wall, so that when the
oscillating motion of the line ceased, the wall itself was a
resting hoard.

In their earliest workmanship, the apprentices, no doubt,
performed the more unimportant parts of labor; as, for
example, familiarizing themselves with the use of masonic
tools, by pounding off' the angles and corners of rough
stones with a stroke-hammer, and using the gauge or
measuring board to shape edges into true and perfect lines.
I think it more in harmony with the dictates of sound
reason to presume that the fullest instruction in all the
details of art was vouchsafed the apprentice, in an exact
proportion as he evinced his adaptitude to acquire the
rudiments of a strict science.

No doubt a secret meaning was attached to many things
which he beheld, but the precise signification of which
was only comprehended when he had mastered the theory
upon which the practice was grounded — the occasional
gleam of light that flashed before his inquiring eye, con-
veyed no fixed idea to a mind untaught, as yet, to interpret
the mystic symbolism of its brightness. For instance, as
though the apprentice were given the bones of a human
frame and dirccted to conjoin them into a skeleton, he
was equally ignorant of that occult combination by which
the synthesis of the cathedral or abbey was completed.
Precisely as though an anatomist should be compelled to
learn disjointed bones and scattered fragments of the body,
he would gradually acquire such proficiency as to be able
to tell at a glance the bones of the fingers, }nnds legs,
arms ; that wondrous casket of the brain — the skull and
shoulders ; bones of arms and the feet ; the several detached
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parcels of the vertebree, together with varied minuter
bones ; or, in other words, his skill as an anatomical artist
might permit him to fashion and mould each and all of
the unnumbered parts of the human frame into an exact
similitude with the samples before him; but until he had
been taught how to unite the multitudinous particles of
this disjointed body, no inherent genius, no innate in-
genuity could assist him in the perplexing task. This, I
apprehend, will sufficiently illustrate the principle which
prevailed among medisval Masons, touching instruction
to apprentice stonecutters.

It is not to be supposed for a moment that this class of
artificers, during the continuance of their long term of
service, was simply burdened with the mere drudgery
of hammering rude and jagged stones, or wielding the
gauge with no higher ambition than to make straight and
“perfect corners. 1Iis teacher was his master, and as such
practically progressive; and all the instruction essential
to render the apprentice a thorough and proficient work-
man was bestowed upon him during this tutelage.

And in the pursuance of this purpose he advanced
gradually, with a greater or lesser degree of proficiency,
to a high standard of mechanical skill; so that, at the
time the grade of Fellow was conferred on him, he was
in full possession already of the necessary knowledge
which made him a master of the details of architectural art.
By details of art, arc to be understood that the apprentice
mason, during his period of service, as in the case cited
of the anatomist, had become thoroughly skilled in the
several parts of his trade. For example, he could work
out with exquisite elaborateness a floriated capital, and
chisel into natural semblance the niched figures with which
the church militant was delineated upon airy towers and
cathedral walls; he could dress, with accuracy, the polished
stones suitable for elegant pilasters, and contributed his
share of arches upon which the superstructure was raised
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with infinite skill,—all this he had acquired during his
apprenticeship ; but the key by which these multitudinous
and detached portions were conjoined, the combination by
which foundation stones, pilasters and columns, shining
walls, chapters gracefully wreathed with flowers, arches
and mullions, canopies and ribbed tracery, flying buttresses
and rosette finials, were put together to form the cathedral,
was one of the secrets which he obtained on being ad-
vanced to the degree of Fellow-craft, and with this he
received the interpretation of symbolic allusions with
which each church was filled ; and, likewise, the emblem-
atical lodge treasures were explained to the extent that, in
future, he could read with ease the mystic references which
hitherto had guided him as a finger-board on the high-
ways, with no other signification than a necessary orna-
mentation applied to sacred edifices, or as an inexplicable
appurtenance of lodge furniture.



CHAPTER XXII.

WAGES OF BUILDERS: WHAT, AND WHEN PAID — COMPENSATION BY THE
ORDINANCE OF 1254 — THE WARDEN GUARDS LODGE RECORDS — PAYS

. THE CRAFT AT SUNSET— THE MASTER: His RELATIONS TO THE
MeMBERS —I8 THE JUDGE, CusTODIAN OF PLANS, AND LAvs our
WORK — A MASTER MUST BE TRIED AND APPROVED BY TWO MASTER
BuiLpERS — LODGE TO BE FREE FROM DiscOorRD, AND TYPICAL OF
PERFECT PURITY — TREASURER — CHARGES AGAINST DELINQUENTS —
SEVERAL LODGES AROUND LARGE STRUCTURES— EXPULSION OF A
MASTER — CONFESSIONAL.

N interesting question arises at this point, as to
| how the Freemasons of the Middle Ages were
paid or maintained during their sojourn in and
about their work. The erudition of Von Rau-
mer' has furnished a partial solution of what Paly, in his
Manual of Architecture® confessed to be uncertain.

In the erection of the cathedral at Pisa, in the year 1063,
by Buschette, who is claimed to have been master builder
of the work, and a Greek or Byzantine architect—an allega-
tion which the distinguished historian first cited thinks
by no means proven®— the operatives were supported by

1 Geschichte der Hohenstaufen, Bd. V1., p. 490.

? A Manual of Gothic Archilecture, p. 211.

3 Vide Emeric David, Histoire de la Peinture au Moyen Age, p. 116, Mi-
lizia, Memorie degli Architetti, Tomo 1V., p. 134, asserts the Grecian nativity
of the artist referred to, but following Vasari, Vie der Architetti, etc., Tomo 1.,
p- 216, too closely, falls into an error of date, and also assigns the foundations
of the Pisan cathedral to the year 1016. See Hawkins, History of the Origin
of Qothic Architecture, p. 88.

20 229
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contributions. Each family was expected to make volun-
tary donations, until the structure was completed, of a sum
equivalent to twenty English shillings. The city at that
time numbered about thirty-four thousand families, who,
at the foregoing rate, rendered a yearly revenue to the
construction of the church of £84,000 sterling. Some of
the contributors made very slow payments, and proved
quite refractory ; and others threw many obstacles in the
way of collections, in order that the workmen might be
hindered ; but these suffered adequate punishment at the
Archbishop’s hands, by being banished from the city.!
In addition to the above taxations and exactments, the
structure rcceived substantial presents of personal property,
and occasionally grants of land. The donors usually ob-
tained from the ecclesiastics a gold ring, foxes’ skins, ete., .
as a memorial for their gifts.

Oftentimes public funds were liberally appropriated for
- the purpose mentioned, and also powerful monarchs, as, for
instance, the kings of Sicily and the Byzantine emperors,
who had close commercial relations with Pisa, frequently
made the cathedral rich and valuable presents. This
building, whose construction is specially cited in order to
indicate the means by which the great cathedrals of this
and subsequent epochs were erected, had an intendant of
the possessions which it acquired in Constantinople; and
in Western Europe, Frederick I. had these donations under
his own particular care. According to the terms of a con-
tract made a hundred years later, in the year 1165, it was
stipulated that on important festival days certain gifts of
money, wine, and provisions should be furnished, and in
case of sickness of the craftsmen, certain deductions were
to be allowed.? .

As late as the year 1265, during the construction of St.

! Von Raumer, Geachichte der Hohenstaufen, op. et loe. cit.
? YVon Raumer, Ibid., Theil VI, p. 491.
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Antoninus’ church, at Padua, 4000 lire were stipulated as
a yearly sum for the building and embellishment of the edi-
fice. Thissum of money was regularly paid until the work
was completed. The accounts involved in this business
transaction were under the direction of a Minorite monk and
two citizens of the place.! For the purpose of successfully
terminating the labors of the fraternity, the ecclesiastical
authorities, during the Middle Ages, granted indulgences
to those who offered voluntary contributions to provide
the means wherewith to construct sacred edifices. It fre-
quently occurred that clerics were directed to traverse
foreign countries, endowed with such plenary powers, in
order to accumulate money and material to be used in
building churches.? Noblemen and their ladies generously
aided in these enterprises, sometimes through a liberal
expenditure of finances, or goods and chattels, and at
others by actually contracting for the sustenance and sup-
port of one or more operative masons.® In the year 1192,
the artificers employed in building for the Bishop of
Chester, were paid out of the personal property belonging
to the monastery there.*

The earliest authentic account of the pay which a master
mason received for daily labor, is contained in the regula-
tions digested by Boileau. Whenever a master builder
was called upon, and sworn, to decide any question arising
in the progress of a work, or sclected to arbitrate any matter
connected with his trade, he was entitled to receive as
wages two sous from each party in the case.! At a later

! Worueber ein Minorit und zwei Biirger Rechnung fiihrten und ablegten.
Von Raumer, op. et loc. cit.

? Berington, Literary History of the Middle Ages, p. 324.

3 Ibid., p. 325.

4 Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture of England, p. 44.

8 Ordinnances relatives auz Metiers de Paris, cxii., p. 373, Depping ed., 1837.
At the period designated, a sou was, according to Lacroix, Les Mocurs et Usages,
p. 91, equivalent to twenty francs.
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period, viz., in the year 1267, when Niccola Pisano labored
as a master stonecutter on the cathedral at Sienna, he re-
ceived for his day’s wages eight Pison solidi.!

In the year 1293, each master builder who worked ina
lodge erected near the cathedral in process of construction
at Orvieto, according to a document cited by Marchese,?
was paid the sum of two solidi for his work. It does not,
however, appear from the early German or English Ma-
sonic records, what rate of wages was fixed for the masons,
unless the statement made in the Lansdowne MSS.? that
Saint Alban gave the fraternity three shillings and six-
pence a week, be understood to signify that during the
year 1560, when, it is alleged, the manuscript was drawn
up, this was accepted as regular pay. It is, perhaps, reason-
able to assume that, prior to the year mentioned, these
wages were fixed rates at the time a document of an earlier
date had been written, from which the MSS. quoted was
transcribed. At all events, necither the Halliwell MSS.
nor that discovered by Cooke —both more ancient —speci-
fies a sum which was ordered by Saint Alban to be the
future schedule of compensation.

At the close of the fifteenth or opening of the sixteenth
century, an English master mason received for two days’
labor, sixteen pence, and two shillings for a period of four
days’ work.* It is not unlikely that a pay-table, in early
times, was established between the Master and his lodge
members, independent of local legislation ; and after such
rate had been agreed upon, neither the master nor his
workmen were at liberty to change it. In the ordinance
of 1462, the principle is recognized in the most unequivocal
terms. The master is expressly forbidden to vary or dimin-

} Marchese, Vie dei Architetti Pittori, Tomo 1., p. 90.

* I capi scultori avevano poco pid di eei soldi il giorno, i garzoni (Fellows)
due. Marchese, Ibid., p. 90, note (2).

% See Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 33.

¢ Poole, Ecclesiastical Architecture, p. 362.
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ish the daily stipend.! As previously stated in the pre-
ceding part of this work, the increasing demands and
exclusive assumptions of the English Freemasons, who,
about the year 1424, refused to accept wages as prescribed
by law, caused the statute hitherto cited to be passed, which
modified the operative nature of the guild.

In the year 1610, the following wages, apportioned by
the justices, were made binding upon the Freemasons :?

With Meat. Without Meat.

A freemason who can draw his own plans............ .8 d. 12 d.
A rough mason who can take charge of others.........5 10 «
A bricklayer...........c.. terssenvmnenrennies coresrnnerasraneaes 4 ¢ 8«
“ “ APPrentice. eresrriemnasiiniennunnaninn - 7

Subsequently it was enacted that they should be paid in
accordance with the subjoined schedule :3

With Meat and Drink. Without.

A freemason........c.... weeenee ceeeseucnsnnesnens tecsesnesenecanses 6 d. 18 44d.
A master brickmasomn..ceeeureerernereereneenrismernsenirssenenns 6 “ 1490«
Servants and apprentices over 18 years....ccevieennestennn 4 Qg

In the year 1684, the Freemasons were obliged to take
one shilling and four pence per diem, and the penalty
attached to accepting more was an imprisonment for
twenty-one days.* The operatives’ wages were usually paid
them each day at sunset,’ in the lodge, by the Pallirer or
Warden, although the phraseology used in the Lansdowne

! Kein meister gol den lohn absprechen oder geringer machen. Art. 9.
Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr wahren Bedeutung, pp. 115, 116.

3 36 Charles II. ¥ Archeologia, Vol. XL, p. 203.

¢ Ibid., Vol. XI., p. 208.

8 Biograph. Brit., Vol. X., p. 590 ; Findel, Geschichte der Freimaurerei, p. 83.
This custom was evidently transmitted to the medieval Masons by their By-
zantine predecessors. At the building of Saint Sophia, under Justinian, the
workmen were paid each evening. Gibbon, Hist. of the Dedl. and Fall of the
Roman Empire, Vol. IV., p. 86. This is a very noteworthy coincidence, and
an additional attestation by undisputed history of the antiquity of many old
Masonic formularies.

20 %
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MSS.,! seems to be susceptible of an interpretation that
such payment was made at the close of the week.

From the importance attached to the duties of a Warden,
or Pallirer, and the solemnity with which he was invested
with his official authority, I am inclined to the opinion
that, by the Master’s direction, he was the custodian of the
lodge membership roll, and perhaps combined the powers
of a secretary’and disbursing treasurer, by preparing a pay-
list for the workmen, and, in the prosecution of the pre-
rogatives incident to his station, paid the craftsmen their
wages at close of day, which, during the Middle Ages, was,
at sunset.

Of all the relations which existed among the mediseval
craftsmen, that relation of the Master to the members of
his lodge was unqualifiedly the most important. These
lodges, created originally for convenience of operatives
employed upon buildings in process of construction, were
under the jurisdiction of an officer denominated as Master,
who, not only in all matters appertaining to the techni-
calities and outlines of art, was the arbiter, but, in the
decision of everything affecting the morals of his lodge
and its members, was absolute.® He'was the trusted custo-
dian of all plans and diagrams, in accordance with which
buildings were erected. It was his duty and privilege to
select workmen necessary to execute details, and to deter-
mine the number of craftsmen required for certain work,*
and these were guided in their labors by designs drawn
out by the Master’s hand, as occasion demanded, in the pro-
gress of labor, sketched, perhaps, on the smooth surface of
a convenient block,—of which many diagrams frequently

141i. s. and vj. d. & week.” Hughan, Masonsec Charges, p. 33.

2 The guild of 8t. Leonard, Lynn, established in 1376, had a secretary or
clerk, whose duty it was to register membere’ names, — this office was by no
means a common one. Smith, English Guslds, p. 50.

8 Scherr, Deutsche Cultur, p. 161; Fallou, Mysterien der Freimaurer, p- 47.

¢ Scherr, ut supra.
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found on disjointed stones, loosened from ruined walls,
may be taken as examples.! As an officer of such trans-
cendent authority, approaching an autocracy, especial care
was had to make the proper selection for a Master. It
was specifically ordered that no one should be elected to
this position unless he had previously given satisfactory
proof by his workmanship that he was competent to pre-
serve his employers from loss.? And in case a candidate
offered himself to the builders who had never assumed the
duties of the mastership, he was compelled to procure the
avouchal of two tried Masters touching his competency to
conduct architectural operations, and thereupon he was
installed.®* But when contracting parties designed the
erection of a new and stately edifice, they selected a master,
and in order to ascertain his proficiency by the ancient
regulations, they were authorized to summon to their aid
not less than two nor more than four master builders, who
were sworn to declare, upon their solemn oaths, whether
the aspirant was sufficiently skilled to be a Master.* When
patrons of the lodge selected a builder, who had hitherto
never acted in that capacity, to carry on a work of impor-
tance, in case skilled masters disapproved the choice, and
any damage resulted from his inefficiency, neither the
Master nor Fellows were obliged to indemnify the patrons.®
If, under usual circumstances, a Master regularly inducted
displayed inability -to consummate a contract for labor,
according to lodge justice, he was mulcted in twenty-one
pounds of wax, in order to redress the injury sustained.
The Master was obligated to rule and regulate the affairs
of his lodge in strict harmony with ancient usage, nor was

! Paly, Manual of Gothic Architecture, p. 218.

3 Ordnung der Steinmelzen, Art. 3. 8 Ibid.,, Art. 4.

¢ Ibid., Art. 5. This enactment fully coincides with the sworn syndic of
masters who passed upon the skill of Fellow-craftsmen aspiring to the position
of Master, Lacroix, Les Moeurs et Usages au Moyen Age, p. 314. )

§ Ordinance of 1462, Art. 5, 6.
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he suffered to deviate from the landmarks of Masonry ;
although the text of the ordinance from which we quote
is very obscure,! it would seem to bear the interpretation,
whenever the law of the land clashed with established
Masonic customs, he was at liberty to modify the same in
order to accord with legislative enactments.

It was a solemn duty to be just and upright in all secu-
lar transactions; neither should he injure a Warden or
Fellow, nor oppress him by weight of authority.? This
regulation has descended to the present time, and a Master
of a lodge of Freemasons is impressively warned to divest
his decisions and conduct of every appearance of haughty
pride or tyranny. Another important point touching
guild government, was also carefully insisted upon.

By the eleventh article of this valuable document, every
Master should preserve his lodge free from discord ; and,
what is of greater significance for purposes of deeper
research, it was expressly enjoined that a lodge should be
as sacred as a court of justice.® Ile was not allowed to
introduce into his lodge a lewd woman, and if it happened
that a craftsman had aught to say to her, he must go as far
from the lodge as a stroke-hammer or mallet .could be
hurled.* This latter clause of the article cited, contains
the substance of a custom hoary with age, which had come
down directly and without change from the twilight of
Teutonic civilization to the fifteenth  century. I shall
treat of this subject at length in connection with the
emblem of the Master’s gavel or mallet.

Inorderthat his lodge might typify sanctity and purity,

! Aber ein Itzlicher soll sein zeyt halden nach alt herkomen gewonheit des
landes. Ordinance of 1462, Art. 8.

2 Ibid., Art. 9.

3 Ein Itzlicher Meister soll seine Hiitten frey halten als das darinne kein
Zweytracht geschehe, und soll die Hiitten also frey halten als ein gerichts-
stadt. [Ibid., Art. 11,

¢ Als man mocht gewerffen mit einem scholhamer von der werckstatt.
Ibid., Art. 13.
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the Master was forbidden to falsify or commit an equivocal
action.! 'When strange Masters entered a lodge, they were
forced to pay for such admission, each time, five pounds
of wax. The Fellows, however, were not compelled to
indemnify the Master for such breach of Masonic etiquette,
but were expected to withdraw and forbid other craftsmen
to obey intruders until purged from dereliction. If this
officer committed theft, or defrauded a lodge, to the injury
of any member, he was forthwith expelled the fraternity,
and was, thenceforth, Masonically dead.?

A severe caution was impressed upon Masters against
instituting suit before civil tribunals, or causing it to be
done, where a brother Mason.was defendant; neither was
it permitted to injure or slander their members,—all such
were promptly excluded from fraternal association.? Any
Pallirer or Fellow-craft convicted of offering bribes or
presents to his superior officer, in order to be more rapidly
advanced, forfeited his wages and was subject to dismissal
on Saturday night ensuing.* Neither could the Master con-
fer the grade of Fellow upon an apprentice to the trade,
before he had properly won and deserved such advance-
ment, because, according to the emphatic expression of
this venerable record, there shall be no power conceded a
Master to shorten such term of service by one week.’?

Another official position still recognized by the frater-

! Ordnung 1462, Art. 12. 3 Tbid., Art. 16.

8 Ibid., Art. 17. Noregulation was more carefully adhered to than the one
above noted. In England, nearly all returns made by craft guilds of the year
1389, or earlier, contain an explicit direction how personal difficulties should
be adjusted by arbitration and award ; in no case was & member allowed an
action at law under penalty of expulsion from the guild. Toulman Smith,
English Guilds, p. 4; Krause, Die Drei @ltesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. II., Abt. 2,
p. 278, Wilda affirms the same custom among the Germans, Das Gilden Wesen
sm Mittelalter, p. 338. The English Masonic rules permitted the parties to go
to common law only when no settlement could be had by arbitration. Vide
Hughan, Old Masonic Charges, p. 35.

¢ Ordnung der Steinmetzen zu Torgau, 1462, Art. 20.

8 Das steht dem meyster eine woche nicht zuvor. Idid., Art. 22.
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nity of Freemasons, ascends to a high antiquity, viz.,
that of treasurer. Each lodge selected a Fellow-craftsman
to administer the finances. This station was filled by an
appointment of the Master weekly. It was a part of the
duties incident to the office, to keep an accurate account
of all receipts and expenditures. The treasurer evidently
collected all fines and dues, the first of which were, no
doubt, numerous. After his term of office expired, upon
transferring the accounts to his successor, he was obliged
to state the amount of treasure which he had received,
and hand that over also in the money-box.!

It appears to have been at the Master’s option whether
labor in lodge should be suspended during vesper service.?

The authority of a Master was admitted to extend so
far as to select a Pallirer from the apprentices whose term
was yet unexpired, provided no damage would be inflicted
upon the patrons during the process of comstruction by
such choice. This usage is not inconsistent with the
view which has been previously urged as the status of
apprentices ; and, presuming that they were thoroughly
instructed in art knowledge, it is probable that, after the
lapse of scveral years, an operative of this degree could be
found among the artificers perfectly qualified to assume
the duties of a Warden. From this standpoint it is equally
clear that chances for preferment were occasionally opened
to apprentices, and not entirely limited to Fellows, and
consequently, if an apprentice were eligible to a Pallirer’s
station during his term of service, it is not to be supposed
that his apprenticeship obliged him to remain a silent
spectator of an active profession, or to be confined to bare
rudiments of architecture or plastic art. Moreover, under
emergent circumstances, one of the few distinguishing
privileges between him and a Fellow-craftsman was
removed—the possession of a mark, which he was entitled

! Ordnung 1462, Art. 23. 2 Ibid., Art. 24.
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to receive, although the term of years for which he was
indentured still continued. If it be, therefore, conceded
that he became the custodian of a mark, as an Entered
Apprentice, he was at liberty to travel, and to do this it
was absolutely necessary that he should have sufficient
information to prove his claim to enter strange lodges.

As before noted, it seems conclusive that the important
distinction between these humbler artisans and their Fel-
lows rested mainly upon the presumption that the latter,
in attaining to the degree of Craftsman, was invested with
the mystic key which unlocked the symbols of construc-
tion, and endowed him with secret appliances by which he
could combine the disjointed fragments of his skill into a
homogeneous whole. A Master was earnestly enjoined not
to underrate the work of another, nor act unjustly towards
the brethren contrary to the spirit of the law.! No one
should be assisted by him officially who evinced a roguish
disposition, or was an impostor in word or action’; and in
case the persons in question betrayed a brutish character,
the Master was empowered to dispose of them as with
delinquent Fellows.?

‘Whenever a Master, in private business, borrowed money,
and failed to refund the loan upon request, he was held to
be degraded, and adjudged refractory, which usually en-
tailed a loss of mastership.® In cases of this nature the
creditor might proceed to have the matter investigated
upon charges or complaint, and the Master, or Pallirer,
neglecting, within a stated period, to liquidate his debt,
was immediately declared guilty of unmasonic conduct,
and thenceforth debarred from fraternal intercourse or
assistance.t
_‘_Or-dnun:q vom K—ﬁ62, Art. 32; Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr wahren Be-
deutung, p. 122. '

? Ordnung, ut supra, Art. 33.

3 The consequences of this were serious, and effectually severed his con-
nection from the craft. See Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen im Mittelalter, p. 336 ; and

Lacroix, Les Mocurs et Usages au Moyen Age, p. 317.
¢ Ordnung der Steinmetzen su Torgau, Art. 34,
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Masters were rigidly forbidden to defraud or supplant
each other in their work ! if, however, the builder deserted
or abandoned his labor in favor of another, in such case it
was considered a subrogation without fraud; but all re-
linquishment of lodge work, in defiance of ordinances or
accepted landmarks, subjected the Master to expulsion from
the craft by his associate builders.? '

The section cited in the margin, and taken from the
Torgau enactment, opens a question touching the number
of master architects presiding over lodges erected in the
vicinity of sacred edifices in the process of construction.
The inference is clear and direct, from the articles quoted,
that each cathedral, or other large structure, during the
Middle Ages, was surrounded by several lodges of Masons,
over which a separate and independent Master and Pallirer
possessed an undisputed and exclusive jurisdiction. Docu-
mentary evidence of this position is furnished by Marchese,
who states that ¥ra Guglielmo Pisano worked in a lodge
of stonecutters and sculptors,—assuming that other lodges
were regularly organized around the minster. The general
import of the regulations of 1254 also warrants this con-
clusion.

It was well established by immemorial custom, if one
Master vilified or injured another by word or act, which,

! Halliwell MSS,, 17 A1, Art. 10. In this the English manuscripts agree
with the German regulations. Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr wahren Bedeu~
tung, p. 122.

2 Ordnung, ut supra, Art. 35. The phraseology used is as follows : “So sollen
In die anderen meister verwerffen.” In all cases wherein a Master was put
to his proofs, it was an absolute necessity that two other Masters should be
present. When complaint was made that such officer had transgressed his
obligations to the craft, according to Fallou, Mysterien der Freimaurer, p. 47,
a sort of Deputy General or Grand Master, designated ein Zirkelmeister,
summoned two Masters of lodges to adjudicate upon the grievances charged.
See Krause, Die Drei eltesten Kunsturkunden, Bd. I1., Ab. 2, pp. 280-281.

3 Vie dei Pittori e Architetti, Tomo I., p. 90: Loggi destinata agli scultori e
agli scarpellini,
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upon investigation, proved to be unwarranted, he was forth-
with expelled the fraternity.! And whenever his incom-
petency to continue or complete a work on which he was
engaged, manifested itself, and outside assistance became
essential to terminate the contract, this was sufficient cause
for dismissal.?

A Mastership carried with it almost unlimited powers
as incident to the station; and it was in strict harmony
with prerogative to withhold advancement or assistance
from members or brethren of the lodges whose private
lives were not above reproach. The Master was at liberty
to refuse the customary craft privileges to a Fellow who
belied or assailed the character of his brother, or who
associated with public women, and addressed improper
language to the maidens at taverns, or in the house where
he happened to be, or otherwise deported himself inde-
cently. A craftsman failing to attend confessional should
be discharged, and branded as an evil-doer.® Other duties
devolved on the Master upon his accession to office,and, in
addition to those noted, he had the authority of petty
Jjustice in the lodge.

! It will be understood, before such penalty could be enforced, it was indis-
pensable that judgment should have been rendered by two Masters, in con-
junction with the District Deputy, making three in all.

? Ordnung. cit., Art. 37. 8 Ibid., Art. 38.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

RELATIVE DUTIES OF MASONIC CRAFTSMEN — SHALL BE UPRIGHT AND
TRUE TO EACH OTHER — MustT RESPECT THE RoMisH CHURCH —Not
COMPELLED TO BE AFFILIATED — CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP —
CoNTRACTS TERMINATE ON ST. JOHN'S DAY — DANGEROUS WEAPONS
EXCLUDED FROM LODGE—SLANDER FORBIDDEN — GENERAL OR GRAND
MASTER — MASTER OF THE WORK ? — NONE T0 LEAVE LODGE WITH-
oUT PERMISSION — SICK BRETHREN ASSISTED.

nex 7z |HE old Torgau ordinances contain many minute
: regulations for the general and specific conduct of
the Fellows, which clearly illustrate the source

/) whence were drawn those powers still recognized
to be inherent in organized bodies of modern Freemasons.
A craftsman who slandered a brother Mason with contu-
melious words while in lodge, was compelled to make
satisfaction by a fine of twelve kreutzers.! The members
were carefully enjoined against the introduction of dis-
reputable women into their lodges or workshops, nor should
they produce such characters before a convocation of Mas-
ters, under a penalty of four pounds of wax.? If an opera-
tive labored on days regarded as sacred, especially if it
were deemed his duty to attend prayers, he was placed
under the ban of ecclesiastical censure, and, as a punish-
ment, forfeited his right to receive further Masonic instruc-
tion from the Master.

! Ordnung der Steinmetzen, cit., Art. 70. * Ibid., Art. 82,
242
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The old adage, that * he who works not shall not eat,”
was strikingly exemplified among the medieval Masons,
because, by the ancient rule,! a stonecutter absenting him-
gelf, without leave, from labor in the lodge, after breakfast,
was allowed no wages for that part of the day ; and in case
of absence during the entire hours of work, although he
appeared at the sunset rollcall, and before the evening
meal, his wages for that day were refused.

According to a charter® granting the weavers® at Etampes,
in France, certain immunities, among other concessions it
was agreed that the guild should have authority to regulate
the duration of daily labor, and for this purpose an enact-
ment required that this class of artisans should commence
and quit work at regular stated hours. This harmonizes
with the article cited, refusing compensation to indolent
or negligent craftsmen, and an additional attestation that,
in conformity to usual custom, a specific time was fixed for
operative stonemasons to begin and close their daily avo-
cation.

Whatever may have been the underlying and modifying
religious principles of a mediseval lodge, there can be no
controversy upon the assumption that, so far as external
appearances went, each member was compelled to show his
subjection to the established church, and to adhere to its
usages. It is a noticeable fact, that it devolved upon the
Master to excuse the delinquency of his craftsman in failing
to respect the craft ordinances which regulated this phase
of fraternal association, and any Fellow remaining away
from high mass on Sunday, or other great festival days,
without leave, was required to redress such negligence by
a payment of four kreutzers for divine service.*

1 Ibid., Art. 84,

? Guizot, Histoire de la Civilization en France, Tome IV, p. 331.

3 There was a very old guild of this trade established in Florence, which
seems to have had like powers. Depping, Histoire du Commerce au Moyen Age,
Tome I, p. 227 ; also, Tome IL., p. 324. i

* Ordnung vom Y. 1462, Art. 85, It is absolutely impossible to conceive
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No Fellow-craftsman was compelled to continue his mem-
bership in a designated lodge of Masons, longer than his
convenience or profit demanded ; he could at any moment
withdraw from his assembled brethren, and the edifice on
which they were employed, in order to travel elsewhere,
with the permission of his Master, and it was specifically
regulated that such severance might be at night or even-
ing when wages were paid ; but no operative, applying to
the Master for his demission, should obtain it unless he
parted without anger towards the officers, and freed from
fraternal obligations which precluded departure.! He was
also entitled to demand and receive a certificate of mem-
bership, so that his travelling and acceptance among
strange brethren might be facilitated.?

All contracts for labor entered into by the Fellows with
a Master for winter service should not terminate until
Saint John’s day ensuing, at which time, however, if ill
feelings threatened to destroy that thorough peace and
harmony among the craft which were essential to healthy
trade, he was at liberty to go. If a companion Mason
became at any time cognizant of aught dishonorable to
his Master, and failed to divulge it, during winter and

that the Freemasons of the Middle Ages were untinctured by the Romish
church. No doubt, the appliances and symbols of lodge ritual were used
without hindrance from the ecclesiastics, but, so far as religious influence and
clerical authority were concerned, this guild of artificers was subjected to
church discipline. In many countries, fraternities were perpetuated solely
depending upon mediseval Christian ideas, as, for instance, saying masses for
the souls of deceased brethren, Smith, English Guilds, p. 74, or to provide
lights for church altars, Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen, p. 346.

! Ordinance, ut supra, Art. 87, 88.

1 This was a practice common to many guilds. These certificates were
usually prepared by the clerk or secretary, and signed by the Master and
Wardens, and attested by the communal seal. Wilda, op. eit., p. 119. So
late as the year 1801, such testimonials of membership were expected to be
produced by visitors to French lodges. Regulateur du Magon, p. 18 (grade
d’Apprenti). 8ee, further, Fallou, Die Mysterien der Freimaurer, p. 121, and
Kloss, Die Freimaurerei in threr wahren Bedeutung, pp. 71-73.
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summer, he was branded as a faithless and unworthy
brother.! All members were forbidden to work with a
craftsman who had procured work by bribing a Pallirer or
Master ; nor could a Fellow-craft render aid to another for
money, but the person receiving the assistance might
donate him a trifling gift as a mark of appreciation. In
every respect lodge regulations must be enforced, to secure
steady and uninterrupted progress of building operations,
and no craftsman was tolerated who opposed the Master
or Warden’s orders.?

Reference has been made to the duty of these officers, to
maintain harmony ameng the operatives while at work in
lodge. In accordance with this idea, all useless and dan-
gerous implements were rigidly excluded, or, if admitted
at all, should conform to specified rules. This regulation
alone furnishes a valuable appendix to the history of
morals and customs of the Middle Ages. It was enacted
that no companion Mason should carry a knife, or other
weapon, over half an ell in length, with him into the lodge,
nor wear the same at banquets. This will afford satis-
factory evidence of the restrictive morality of mediseval
Masons. If, however, the implements were longer than
the prescribed measurement, he was compelled to pay a
penalty of seven kreutzers, and divest himself of it at
once.}

The essential characteristic of lodge government, peace
and quiet, is well represented in the rigid exclusion of all

! Bey dem soll kein gesell stehen. Ordnung, cit., 1462, Art. 89.

2 It was obligatory upon the fraternity to inform the officers of all things
affecting their characters, or that of the work. Plot, Natural History of Staf-
fordshire, § 85-8. Like rule among secular guilds. Smith, English Guilds,
p. 317.

* Do soll kein gesell messer oder andere were bey Im trogen in werkstatten
oder in Zechen, den ein messer der halben ellen long sey, was es linger ist so
soll er vii. kr. geben zu pusse und ist gleichwol ablegen. Ord,, cit.,, Art. 93;
Stieglitz, Ueber die Kirche zu Rochlita, p. 48.

21 %
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weapons that might disturb the uniform harmony neces-
sary to good workmanship.!

The old German constitutions agree with the English
charges in a decided prohibition to the Fellows from back-
biting their Masters or Wardens, and under all circum-
stances it was the duty of a craftsman to reveal that which
jeopardized his superior’s honor.?

. A curious insight into the practical operations of lodge
work during the presiding officer’s absence, is afforded by
the Torgau ordinance. The craft were enjoined against
slandering or speaking evil of the master superintending
the edifice; but in case both Master and Pallirer were
absent, the Fellows should cheerfully obey his directions.
From this clause it would seem that every important work
had the supervisory attention of a Master of more enlarged
powers, and who had undisputed control of the fraternity
whenever the regular officers were not present, but the
nature of his functions does not clearly appear. ¢ Bau-
meister ” is the word designating such person, and corre-

! This element was an integral portion of the internal structure of all guilds,
but especially that of Freemasons or Steinmetzen. Frith-bork was an associ-
ation organized at an early period of Saxon government, upon the basis of
peace and harmony. Lucy Toulman Smith, Preface to English Guilds, p. xxi.
Already, in Anglo-Saxon times, such corporations are mentioned in and
around Canterbury. Turner, History of the Anglo-Sazons, Vol. 1L, p. 107.
According to a citation by Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen des Mittelalters, p. 245,
from Wilkins, Legg. Angl.-Saz., p. 67, the spirit and purpose of these guilds
were the maintenance of peace and concord among the members, and also to
protect each other by mutual friendships which involved mutual enmities:
‘“‘on annen freondscype oththe feondscipe.” Particular care was taken that
no unseemly quarrels should interfere with social enjoyment at banquets held
after the performance of initiatory rites. Fallou, Mysterien der Freimaurer, p.
60.
? Under the English regulations, the apprentice was sworn to be true to his
Master in all things. Harl. MSS,, No. 2054, charge 1; Halliwell MSS,, Pars,
14. The York manuscript directs that: “ye shall be true to ye Lord or
Master yu serve, and truly see his pfitt and advantage.” Vide Hughan, Old
Masonic Charges, p. 36, et seq.; Ordinance of 1462, Art. 95.
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sponds to an architect.! It is by no means improbable, that
this artist may have possessed a general superintendence
of the work as applied to construction of buildings ; for
instance, to see that material, when wrought out in the
various lodges surrounding the edifice, was adjusted in
conformity to architectural plans. When it is considered
that operative Masons labored in lodges under the direc-
tion of a Master or Warden, who was necessarily entrusted
with a critical scrutiny of each fragment of material, and
expected to give suitable instruction touching its artistic
preparation, sound judgment would seem to dictate that
the structure itself would require the superintendence of
a general architect, deeply skilled in the traditions of
Masonic government, and equally accomplished in abstruse
geometric problems, who could quickly determine ques-
tions, in conjunction with two other builders, affecting a
Master’s prerogative, and also be able to properly adjust
elegantly-wrought stones according to architectural dia-
grams. But this supervising artist under no other circum-
stances than those noted, came directly in contact with
the craft; on the contrary, it was ordered, whenever the
Master or Pallirer was present and governing his lodge, that
all communications and complaints, or demands for assist-
ance from the workmen, should be made to either of the
foregoing officers.? Stieglitz has adopted a system of
numbering the articles of the Torgau ordinance which
renders unintelligible an important fact. For example,in
the first clause of No. 96, the Master and Warden being
absent, lodge details devolved upon the Baumeister, or
General Master; while in section 97 of the edition noted,
the following regulation occurs, which, taken separately, is
obscure and meaningless: * No Fellow shall enter a com-

! “ Baumeister” was freely used during the early Middle Ages to signify
both an architect or building master, and an officer who took precedence in
many fraternities. Wilda, w supra, pp. 214-216; vide Ordnung 1462, Art. 96.

* Ordnung, cit.,, 1462, Art. 96.



kY

248 THE EARLY HISTORY AND

plaint to the architect (Baumeister) against another
craftsman, but such charge shall be made to the master of
the work (Werkmeister).” We shall hereafter explain,
when a Master’s judicial prerogatives are examined, that
all cases of accusation arising among the fraternity must
be adjudicated by him. Here, therefore, seems to be a
collision of authority between the Master of a lodge and
a master of the work. When, however, the sections under
discussion are collated and read together in a connected
form, the idea intended to be conveyed, is: in case both
Master and Warden were absent, and a just cause of accusa-
tion made it imperative that the matter should be imme-
diately investigated, the Fellow aggrieved was obliged to
prefer his charge, not to the Baumeister or architect, but
to the master of the work ( Werkmeister). The same
intention manifests in an injunction against the Baumeis-
ter attempting to settle difficulties among the craft, of a
less grave character, in the absence of their officers, who
were to adjust all such inharinonious clashing upon resum-
ing the lodge mallet or gavel.!

. A question now confronts us touching the Werkmeister,
or workmaster, and what was his position in this craft
guild toward subordinate Masters, and what were the
duties and powers appurtenant to his station? To this
the answer is by no means an easy one, inasmuch as it is
barely inferable that the Werkmeister stood to the fra-
ternity of builders an acknowledged local Grand Master,
having jurisdiction over the several lodges of Masons at
work upon large edifices; although the authority which
he seems to have wielded makes it credible that he was
endowed with higher powers than those of a * Bauherr,”
Baumeister, or architect, or the Master of a lodge. From
the palpable signification conveyed by the ordinance con-
stituting Masonic tribunals, it is clear that the Werk-

V Ordnung, cit., Art. 08,
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meister possessed prerogatives usually attributed to a
Grand Master. It will be seen, presently, that all troubles
demanding an adjustment between Masters of various
lodges were, in the first instance, submitted to him by the
Bauherr, architect ; but whether he had the recognized
authority, conceded by enactment or immemorial usage,
to proceed at once to decide such difficulties, does not
clearly appear, although it is presumable that such was
his power. As previously urged, when the lodge officers
were detained elsewhere, and any grievance arose among
the Fellows, the injured parties were forbidden to prodtce
their complaint before the Bauherr, or Baumeister, but
were necessitated to bring the same to the Werkmeister’s
attention.

In this regulation alone, a higher power is recognized,
as vested in the person designated, than belonged to either
the supervising architect or to Masters of lodges, where
the cause of complaint did not arise. No architect was at
liberty to use a craftsman for any work, unless with his
Master’s consent ;' neither could the Fellows engage in
labor, which other operatives were detailed to perform,
under the superintendent’s orders.

For a craftsman, or Pallirer, to receive wages not his
due, secretly, or, as the ordinance rigorously expresses it,
“behind the Master’s back,” was a grave offence, and the
Master could immediately punish the misdemeanor, because
his authority to regulate and control all matters pertain-
ing to a Fellow’s pay was specifically recognized.? The
ensuing regulation evinces the thoroughly practical nature
of the mediseval Masonic lodges. No craftsman should go
to the Latrina in company with another, but seriatim,® in

! Ordnung der Steinmetzen vom Yahre 1462, Art. 99. 3 I'bid., Art. 102.

8 Auch soll kein gesell mit dem anderen auff das perfeten gehen sondern
einer nach dem andern. Ibid., Art. 103. See Brentano, History of the Origin
and Development of Guilds, p. cxliv., for some excellent suggestions concerning
this constitution,
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order “ that the lodge might not be wanting in workmen,”
and in case he found another operative there, he was
obliged to produce him in the lodge during such tempo-
rary absence, under a fine of two kreutzers.

One peculiar custom touching craft regulations during
the hours of labor has descended to our day in its original
force. It is usual,at the present time,to permit members,
when within the tiled recesses of a lodge, to depart only
with the Master's expressed consent. This rule was
adopted, with stringency, by the medieval Freemasons;
by the Torgau ordinance, no Fellow was allowed to leave the
lodge without permission of his Master.! Craftsmen were
enjoined against applying their skill to anything not imme-
diately connected with regular lodge work ; neither were
they allowed to use material for other purposes than those
sanctioned by the presiding officers; otherwise, whatever
damage was sustained, the Master became responsible,? and
must make good.

Like all mediseval guilds, whenever a member, through
sickness or other circumstances, was unable to support him-
self, he was entitled to relief from lodge funds, and upon
the return of health or fortune, he could be compelled to
refund the expenditures.®

! Kein gesell was machen oder aus der Hiitten gehen ane laube des meisters.
Ordnung der Steinmetzen, cit., Art, 104,

2 Jbid. “Every Mason shall truly serve the lodge for his pay”” Grand
Lodge MSS, in Hughan, Old Musonic Charges, p. 46.

8 Ibid., 105. By a regulation of the Garlekhith Guild, London, instituted
in 1375, any brother in necessitous circumstances, by old age, poverty, etc,
who had been a member of the fraternity for seven years, was to receive 14d.
a week during “terme of his lyfe, but he be rec<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>