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PREFACE.

g

THE following work, although chief-
Iy intended tor the use of the ancientand
honourable society of Free and Accept-
ed Masons, is also calculated to explain
the nature and design of the Masonic In-
stitution, to those who may be desirous
of becoming acquainted with its princi-
ples, whether for the purpose of initia-
tion into the society, or merely for the:
gratification of their curiosity. '

The observations upon the first three
degrees, are many of them taken from
Preston’s ¢ Lllustrations of Masonry,”
with some necessary alterations.  Mr.
Preston’s distribution of the first lecture
into six, the second into four, and the
third into twelve sections, not being
agreeable to the mode of working in
America, they are differently arranged in
this work. .

It is presumed, that all regular Lodges,
. and Roval Arch Chapters, will find it 2
useful assistant and Monzitor; inasmuch
as it contains most of the Charges, Pray-
* ers, and Scripture Passages,. made use of
at our meetings, and which are not other-
wise to be found, without recourse to se-
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veral volumes. This often occasions much
delay in the recitals, produces many ir-

" regularities in their distribution, and

sometimes causes important omissions.

The whole are here digested and ar-
ranged in such order, through the several
degrees, from the Entered Apprentice to
the Royal Arch Mason, that they may be
easily understood ; and, by a due atten-
tion to their several divisions, the mode
of working, as well in arrangement as
matter, w gl become universally the same,
This desirable object will add much to
the happiness and satisfaction of all good
Masons, and redound to the honour of
the whole fraternity.

September 26th, 1797.
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THE

FREEMASON’S MONITOR.

PART I.

et § oY G IR
BOOK L.
€D, (000000 CEppus

CHAPTER L

Origin of Masonry, and its general Advan-
tages.

FROM the commencement of the world, we
ey trace the foundation of masonry.* Ever
since symmetry began, and harmony displayed her
eharms, our order has had a being. During ma-
ny ages, and in many different countries, it has
flourished. In the dark periods of antiquity, when
literature was in a low state, and the rude manners
of our forefathers withheld {rom them that know-
‘ledge we.now so amply share, masonry diffused

. s influence. This science unveiled, arts arose,

* Masoary and Geometry are sometimes wsed as synoni-
. wmous terms,

B
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civilization took place, and the progress of know-
ledge and philosophy gradually dispelled the
gloom of ignorance and barbarism. Government
being settled, authority was given to laws, and
the assemblies of the fraternity acquired the
patronage of the great and the good, while the
tenets of the profession were attended with un-
bounded utility.

Masonry is a science confined to no particular
country, but diffused over the whole terrestrial
globe. Wherever arts flourish, there it flourishes
too. Add to this, that by secret and inviolable
signs, carefully preserved among the fraternity
throughout the world, masonry becomes an uni-
versal language. Hence many advanftages are
gained : the distant Chinese, the wild Arab, and
the American savage, will embrace a brother
Briton, Franc or German; and will know, that
beside the common ties of humanity, there is still
a stronger obligation to induce him to kind and
friendly offices. The spirit of the fulminating
pricst will be tamed; and a.moral brother,
though of a different persuasion, engage his
esteem. Thus, through the influence 6f masonry,”
which is reconcileable to the best poliéy, all those -
disputes, which embitter life, and sour the tempers
of men, are avoided: while the common good,
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the general design of the craft, is zealously pur-
sued. I
From this view of the system, its utility must
be sufficiently obvious. The universal principles -
.of the art unite men of the most opposite tenets,
of the most distant countries, and of the miost
sontradictory opinions, in one indissoluble bond of
affection, so that in every nation a mason fipds
a friend, and in every climate a homs.

— S

CHAPTER IL
The Government of the Fraternity explained.

THE mode of government observed by the
fraternity will best explain the importance, and
give the truest idea of the nature and design, of
the masonie system.

There are several classes of masons, under dif-
ferent appellations. 'The privileges of these classes
-are distinct, and particular means are adopted to
preserve those privileges to the just and meritori-
ous of each class.

Honour and probity are recommendations to
- the first class ; in which the practice of virtue is
enfdrced, and the duties of morality inculcated,
while the mind is prepared for regular and social

»
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evnverse, in the principles of knowledge and: phi-
losophy.

Diligence, assiduity and application, are qualifi-
eations for the second class ; in which an accurate
elucidation of science, both in theory and practice;
is given. Here human reason is cultivated by &
due exertion of the rational aud intellectual powers
and faculties; nice and difficult theories are ex-
plained ; new discoveries produced, and those
. already known beautifully embellished.

The third class is composed of those whom
truth and fidelity have distinguished ; who, when
asgaulted by threats and violence, after solicitation
and persuasion have failed, have evinced their
firmness and integrity in preserving inviolate the
mysteries of the order.

The fourth: class consists of those who have
perseveringly studied the scientific branches of the
art, and exhibited proofs: of their skill aind acquire-
ments, and who have consequently obtained' the
honour of this degree, ds a reward of merit,

The fifth class consists of those who, having
acquired a proficiency of knowledge to become
teachers, have been elected to preside over regu-
larly constituted bodies of masons.

 The sixth class consists of those who, having
discharged the duties of the chair with honour and
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reputation, Targz acknowledged and recorded as
excellent masters.

The seventh class consists of a select few:
whom years and experience have improved,. and
whom merit and abilities have entitled to prefer
ment. With this class the ancient landmarks of
the order are preserved ; and from them we learn
and practise the necessary and instructive lessons,
which at once dignify the art, and qualify its
professors to illustrate its excellence and. utility.

This is the established mode of the masonic
government, when the rules of the system are
observed. By this judicious arrangement, true
friendship is cultivated among different ranks and.
degrees of men, hospitality promoted, industry
rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.

CHAPTER IIL.

The Importance of the Scerets of Masmr};-
demonstrated.

IF the secrets of masonry are replete with
such advantages to mankind, it may be asked,
why are they not divulged for the general good
of society? To which it may be answered ; were
the privileges of masonry to be indiscriminately
bestowed, the design of the institution wouid be-

B2



18 FREEMASON’S MONITOR. -

subverted ; and, being familiar, like many other
important matters, would soon lose their value,
and sink into disregard.

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are .
generally more charmed with novelty, than the
real worth or intrinsic value of things. Novelty
influences all our actions and determinations.
‘What is new, or difficult in the acquisition, how-
ever trifling or insignificant, readily captivates the
imagination, and ensures a temporary admiration ;.
while what is familiar, or easily obtained, how-
ever noble and eminent for its utility, is sure to-
be disregarded by the giddy and unthinking.

Did the particular secrets or peculiar forms pre-
valent among masons constitute the essence of
the art, it might be alledged that our amusements
were trifling, and our ceremonies superficial. But
this is not the case. Having their use, they are
preserved ; an< from the recollection of the lessons:
they inculcate, the well informed mason derives
instruction,. Drawing them to a near inspection,
he views them through a proper medium ;. adverts
to the circumstances which gave them rise ;
dwells upon the tenets they convey; and, finding
them replete with useful information, adopts them
as keys to the privileges of his art, and prizes
them as sacred.. Thus convinced of their proprie-
ty, he estimates the value from their utility.
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Many persons are deluded by their vague sup-
position that our mysteries are merely nominal ;
that the practices established among us are frivo-
fous ; and that our ceremonies might be adopted,
er waved, at pleasure.  On this false foundation,
we have found them hurrying through all the
degrees, without adverting to the propriety of
one step they pursue, or possessing a single quali-
fication requisite for advancement.  Passing
through the usual formalities, they have accepted
offices, and assumed the government of lodges,
equally unacquainted with the rules of the institu-
tion they pretended to support, or the nature of
the trust reposed in them. The consequence ie
ebviows ; wherever such practices have heen
allowed, anarchy and confusion have ensued, and
the substance has been lost in the shadow.

Were the brethren who preside over lodges
properly instructed previous to their appointment,
and regularly apprieed of the importance of their
respective offices, a general reformation would
speedily take place. This would eviace the pro-
priety of our mode of government, and lead men
to acknowledge, that our honours were deservedly
eonferted. The ancient consequence of the order
would be restored, and the reputation of the sooi-
ety preserved.
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Such conduct alone can support our character.
Unless prudent actions shall distinguish .our title
to the honours of masonry, and regular deport-
ment display the influence and utility of our
rules, the world in general will not easily be led
to reconcile our proceedings with the tenets of
eur profession. '

b — =1 ]

CHAPTER 1V.
General Remarks.

MASONRY is an art equally useful and ex-
tensive. In every art there is a mystery, which
requires a gradual progression of knowledge to
arrive at any degree of perfection in it. "Without
much instruction, and more exercise, no man can
be skilful in any art: in like manner, without an
assiduous application to the various subjects treated
of in the different lectures of masonry, no person
can be sufficiently acquainted with its true value.

It must not, however, be inferred from this
remark, that persons who labour under the dised-
vantages of a confined education, or whose sphere
of life requires a more intense application to bush
ness or study, are to be discouraged in their eh-
deavours to gain a knowledge cf masonry..
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To qualify an individual to enjoy the benefits of
the society at harge, or to partake of its privileges,”
it is not absolutely fhecessary that he should be
gcquainted with all the intricate parts of the sci-
ence. These are only intended for the diligent
and assiduous mason, whe may have leisure and
epportunity to indulge such. pursuits.

Though some are more able than others, some
more eminent, somé more useful, yet all, in their
different spheres, may prove advantageous to the
eommunity,  As the nature of every man’s pro-
fession will not admit of that leisure which is
necessary to qualify him to become an expert
mason, it is highly proper that the official duties
of a lodge should be executed by persons whose
edacation and situation in life enable them to be-
. come adepts ;" as it must be allowed, that all who
accept offices, and exercise authorlty, should be
properly qualified to discharge the task assigned
them, with honour to themselves, and: credit te
their sundry stations.

e
CHAPTER V.
The Ceremony of Opening and Closing a Lodge.

IN all regular assemblies of men, who are
coavened for wise and. uweeful purposes, the eow-
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mencement and conclusion of business are accom-
panied with some form. In every country of the
world the practice prevails,’ and is deemed essen-
tial.  From the most remote periods of antiquity
it may be traced, and the refined improvements
of modern times have not totally abolished it.

Ceremonies, when simply considered, it is true,
are little more than visionary delusions ; but their
effects are sometimes important. When they
impress awe and reverence on the mind, and en-
gage the attention, by external attraction, to
solemn rites, they are interesting objects. These
purposes are effected by judicious ceremonies,
when regularly conducted and properly arranged.
On this ground they have received the sanction of
she wisest men in all ages, and consequently
could not escape the notice of masons. , To begin
well, is the mostlike]y means to end well : “and
it is judiciously remarked, that when order and
method are neglected at the beginning, they will
be seldom found to take place at the end.

The ceremony of opening and closing a lodge
with solemnity and decorum, is therefore univer-
sally admitted among masons ; and tﬁough the
mode in some lodges may vary, and in every de-
gree must vary, still an uniformity in the: general
practice prevails in every lodge ; and the varia-
tion (if any) is solely occasioned by a want of me-
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thod, which a little application might easily re- -
move. .

To conduct this ceremony with propriety ought
to be the peculiar study of every mason ; especially
of those who have the honour to rule in our as-
semblies. To persons who are thus dignified,
every eye is naturally directed for propriety of
conduct and behaviour; and from them, other
brethren, who are less informed, will naturally
expect to derive an example worthy of imitation,

From a share in this ceremony no mason can
be exempted. It is a general concern, in which
all must assist. This is the first request of the
master, and the prelude to all business, No
sooner has it been signified, than every officer re-
pairs to his station, and the brethren rank accord-
ing to their degrees. The intent of the meeting
becomes the sole object of attention, and the mind
is insensibly drawn from those indiscriminate sub-
jects of conversation, which are apt to intrude on
our less serious moments,

This effect accomplished, our care is directed te
the external avenues of the lodge, and the proper
efficers, whose province it is to discharge that du-
ty, execute their trust with fidelity ; and by cer
tain .'mystic forms, of no recent date, intimate that
we may safely proceed. To detect impostors
among ourselves, an adherence to order in the
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character of masons ensues, and the lodge is either
epened or closed in solemn form.

At opening the lodge, two purposes are wmely
effected ; the master is reminded of the dignity of
his character, and the brethren of the homage and
veneration due from them in their sundry stations.
These are not the only advantages resulting from
a due observance of this ceremony; a reveren-
tial awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the eye
fixed on that object, from whose radiant beams
light only can be derived.  Here we are taught te
adore the God of Heaven, and to supplicate his
protection on our well meant enceavours. The
master assumes his govermment in due form, and
under him his wardens ; who accept their trust,
after the customary salutations. The brethren
then, with one accord, unite in duty and respect,
and the ceremony concludes. :

At closing the lodge, a similar form takes place.
Here the less important duties of masonry are not
passed over unobscrved. The necessary degree of
subordination in the government of a lodge is pe-
euliarly marked, while the proper tribute of grati-

tude is offered up to the beneficent Author of Life,
and his blessing invoked and extended to, the
whole fraternity. Each brother faithfully locke
up the treasure he has acquired, in his own secret
repository ; aud, plensed with his reward, retires
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to enjoy and disseminate among- the private cir-
cle of his brethren, the fruits of his labour and
industry in the lodge.

These are faint outlines of a ceremony which
universally prevails among masons in every coun-
try, and distinguishes all their meetings. It is
arranged as a general section in every degree, and
takes the lead in all our illustrations.

Charge used at Opcning a Lodge.

¢ Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity !

¢ It is like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s
beard, that went down to the skirts of his gar-
ment 3

¢ As the dew of Hermon, that descended upon
the mountains of Zion; for there the Lord com-
manded a blessing, even life for evermore.”

A Prayer used at Closing the Lodge.

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us, and
all regular masons ! may brotherly love prevail,
and every moral and social virtue cement us'
Amen.
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CHAPTER VI,

Charges and Regulations for the Conduct and
Behaviour of Masons.

A REHEARSAL of the ancient charges proper-
ly succeeds the opening, and precedes the closing,
of-a lodge. This was the constant practice of
our ancient brethren, and ought never to be neg-
lected in our regular assemblies. A }ecapitula—
tion of our duty cannot be disagreeable to those
who are acquainted with it; and to those who
know it not, should any such be, it must be high~
ly proper to recommend it,

ANCIENT CHARGES.

- On the Management of the Craft in Working.

Masons employ themselves diligently in their
sundry vocatious, live creditably, and conform
with cheerfulness to-the government of the coun-
try in which they reside.

[The most expert craftsman is chosen or ap-
pointed master of the work, and is duly honoured
by those over whom he presides.

The master, knowing himself qualified, under-
takes the government of the lodge, and truly dis-

penses his rewards, giving to every brother the
approbation which he merits.
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[A craftsman who is appointed warden of the
work under the master, is true to master and fel-
lows, carefully oversees the work, and his breth-
ren obey him.]

The master, wardens and brethren receive
their rewards justly, are faithful, and carefully
finish the work they begin, whether it be in the
first or second degree ; but never put that work
to the first, which has been accustomed to the se-
eond degree, nor that to the second or first,
which has been accustomed to the third.

Neither envy nor censure is discovered among
true masons. No brother is supplanted, or put
out of his work, if he be capable to finish it}
as no man who is not perfectly. skilled in the ori-
ginal design, can, with equal advantage to the

- master, finish the work begun by another.

All employed in masonry, meekly receive their
rewards, and use no disobliging name. Brother
or fellow are the terms or appellations they be-
stow on each other. They behave courteously
within and without the lodge, and never desert
the master till the work is finished,

Laws for the Government of the Lodge.

You are to salute one another in a courteous
amanner, agreeably to the forms established among
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masons ;* you are freely to give such mutual in-
. structions as shall be thought necessary or expedi-
ent, not being overseen or overheard, without en-
eroaching upon each other, or derogating from
that respect which'is due to any gentleman were
he not a mason ; for though, as masons, we rank
as brethren on a level, yet masonry deprives no
man of the honour due to his rank or character,
but rather adds to his honour, especially if he has
deserved well of the fraternity, who always ren-
der honour to whom it is due, and avoid ill mam
ners.

No private committees are to be allowed, op
separate conversations encouraged ; the master or
wardens are not to be interrupted, or any brother
speaking to the master ; but due decorum is to be
ebserved, and a proper respect paid to the master
and presiding officers,

These laws are to be strictly enforced, that
harmony may be preserved, and the business of
the lodge be carried on with order and regularity.

Amegn, So mote it be.

* In a lodge, masons meet as members of one family ; all
prejudices, therefore, on account ef religion, ceunntry, ox
private opinion, are rejyoved,
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Charge on the Behaviour of Masons out of the
Lodge.

When the lodge is closed, you may enjoy your-
selves with innocent mirth ; but you are carefully
to avoid excess. You are not to compel any
brother to act contrary to his inclination, or give
offence by word or deed, but enjoy a free and
easy conversation. You are to use no immoral
or obscene discourse, but at all times support with
propriety the dignity of your character.

You are to be cautious in your words and car-
riage, that the most penetrating stranger may
not discover, or find out, what is not proper to be
intimated ; and, if necessary, you are to wave a
discourse, and manage it prudently, for the ho-
nour of the fraterajty.

. At heme, and in your several neighbourhoods,
you are to behave as wise and moral men. You
are never to communicate to your families, friends
or acquannt:ﬁce, the private transactions of our
different assembhea, but upon every occasion to
consult your own honour, and the reputation of
the fraternity at large. '

You are to stud& the preservation of health, by
avoiding irregularity and intemperance, that your
families may not be neglected and injured, or
yourselves disabled from attending to your neces-
~ sary employments in life.

’ C2
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If a stranger apply in the character of a mason,
you are cautiously to examine him in such a me-
thod as prudence may direct, and sgreeably to the
forms established among masons; that you may
not be imposed upon by an ignorant, false pre-
tender, whom you are to reject with contempt,
‘and beware of giving him any secret hints of
knowledge. But if you discover him to be a true
and genuine brother, you are to respecthim ;- if
lie be in want, you are to relieve him, or direct
him how he may be relieved ; you are to employ
him, or recommend hirh to employment: howev-
er, you are never charged to do beyond your abi-
lity, only to prefer a poor brother, who is a good
man and true, before any other person in the
same circumstances.

Finally : These rules you are always to ohserve
and enforce, and also the duties which have been
communicated in the lectures; cultivating bro-
therly love, the foundation and ecape-stone, the
cement and glory, of this ancient fraternity ;
avoiding, upon every occasion, wrangling and
quarrelling, slandering and backbiting ; not per.
mitting others to slander honest brethren, but de-
fending their characters, and doing them good of-
fices, as far as may be eonsistent with your honour
and safety, but no farther. Hence all may see the
benign influence of masonry, as all true miasose
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have done from the beginniug of the world, and.
will do to the end of time.
Amen. So mote it be,

D O e

CHAPTER VIL
- Pre-requisites for a Candidate.

BY a late regulation, adopted by most of the
grand lodges in America, no candidate for the
mysteries of masonry can be initiated without hav-
ing been proposed at a prevjous meeting of the
lodge ; in order that no one may be introduced
- without' due inquiry relative to his character and
qualifications.

All apphcatxons for initiation should be made by
petition in writing, signed by the applicant, giv-
ing an account of his age, quality, occupation,
and place of residence, and that he is desirous of
being admitted a member of the fraternity ;
which petition should be kept or file by the secre«
tary.

Form of a Petition to be presented by a Cands-
date for Initiation.
«To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and
Brethren of e Lodge of Free and Aceepted
Masons,
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¢ The petition of the subscriber respectiully
sheweth, that, having long entertained a favoura-
ble opinion of your ancient institution, he is desir-
ous of being admitted a member thereof, if found
worthy,

¢ His place of residence is wveees his 8Z€ worvises
years ; his occupation ...

[Signed) A B>

After this petition is read, the candidate must
be proposed in form, by a member of the lodge,
and the proposition seconded by another member 3
a committee is then appointed to make inquiry
relative to his character and qualifications.

Declaration to be assented to by a Candidate,
in an adjoining Apartment, previous to Ini-
tiation. :

« Do you seriously declare, upon your honour,
before these gentlemen,* that, unbiassed by
friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary motives,
you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a candi-
date for the mysteries of masonry 2 I do.

¢ Do you seriously declare, upon your honour,
before these gentlemen, that you arc prompted to
solicit the privileges of masonry by a favourable
epinion eonceived of the institution, a desire of

* The stewards of the lodge are usnally present.
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knowledge, and a sincere wish of being servicea-
-ble to your fellow creatures?” I do. ,

« Do you seriously declare, upon your honour,
before these gentlemen, that you will cheerfully
conform to all the ancient established usages and
customs of the fraternity ?” I do.

After the above declarations are made, and re-
ported to the master, he makes it known to the
lodge, in manner following, viz.
¢ BRETHREN,

¢ At the request of Mr. A B, he hae been pra
posed and accepted in regular form; I therefore
-recommend him as a proper candidate for the
mysteries of masonry, and worthy to partake of
the privileges of the fraternity ; and, in conse-
quence of a declaration of his intentions, volunta-
rily made, I believe he will cheerfully conform to
the rules of the order.”

If there are then no objections made, the can-
didate is introduced in due form,

st € s

CHAPTER VilL.
Remarks on fhe First Lecture, -

' 'WE shall now enter on a disquisition of the dif-
ferent sections of the lectures appropriated to the
scveral degrees of masonry, giving a brief sum-
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.mary of the whole, and annexing to every re-
mark the particulars to which the section alludes.
By these means the industrious mason will be in-
structed in the regular arrangement of fhe see-
tions in each lecture, and be enabled with more
ease to acquire a knowledge of the art.

The first lecture of masonry is divided into
three sections, and each section into different
clauses. Virtue is painted in the most beautiful
eolours, and the duties of morality are enforced.
In it we are taught such useful lessons as prepare
the mind for a regular advancement in the princi-
ples of knowledge and philosophy. These are im-
printed on the memory by lively and sensible
images, to influence our conduct in the proper dis-
charge of the duties of social life,

The First Section.

The first section in this lecture is suited to all
capacities, and may and ought to be known by
every person who ranks as a mason. It consists
of general heads, which, though short and simple,
earry weight with them. They not only serve as
marks of dijtincti6n; but communicate useful and
interestinig knowledge, whén they are duly investi-

ated. They qualify us to try and examine the
rights of others to our privileges, while they
prove ourselves ; and, as they induce us to inquire
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more minutely into other particulars of greater
importance, they serve as an introduction to sub-

jects more amply explained in the following see-
tions,

A Prayer used at the Initiation of a Candidate.

¢ Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Universe, to this our present convention; and
grant that this candidate for masonry may dedi-
cate and devote his life to thy service, and become
a true and faithful brother among us! Endue-
him with a competency of thy divine wisdom,
that, by the secrets of our art, he may be better
enabled to display the beauties of virtuousness, to
the honour of thy holy nzme ! dmen.”

It is a duty incumbent on every master of a
lodge, before the ceremony of initiation takes
place, to inform the candidate of the purpose and
design of the institution ; to explain the nature of
his solemn engagements ; and, in a2 manner pecu-
liar to masons alone, to require his cheerful acqui-
escence to the duties of morality and virtue, and
all the sacred tenets of the order.

Towards the close of this section is explamed
that peculiar ensign of masonry, the lamb-skin, or
white leather apron, which is an emblem of in-
nocence, and the badge of a mason ; more an-.
sient than the golden fleece or Roman eagle ;
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more honourable than the star and garter, or any
other order that could be conferred upon the can-
. didate at the time of his initiation, or at any time
thereafter, by king, prince, potentate, or any other
person except he be a mason ; and which every
one ought to wear with equal pleasure to himself,
~and honour to the fraternity.

This section closes with an explanation of the
working tools and implements of an entered ap-
prentice, which are the twenty-four inch gauge,
and the common gavel.

The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument
made use of by operative masons, to measure and
lay out their work ; but we, as free and accepted
masons, are taught to mgke use of it for the more
noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time.
It being divided into twenty-four equal parts, is
emblematical of the twenty-four hours of the day,
which we are taught to divide into three equal
parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service
of God and a distressed worthy brother ; eight
hours for our usual avocations ; and eight for re-
freshment and sleep.””* -

* ¢ The most effectual expedient employed by Alfred the
Great, for the encouragement of learning, was his owa exam-
ple, and the constant assiduity with which heemployed him-
self in the pwisuit of knowledge. He usually divided his
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The common gavel is an instrument made use
of by operative masons, to break off the corners
of rough stones, the better to fit them for the
builder’s use; but we, as free and accepted
masons, are taught to make use of it for the more
noble and glorious purpose of divesting our minds
and consciences of all the vices and superfluities
of life, thereby fitting our bodies, as living stones,
for that spiritual -building, that house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. -

The Second Section.

The second section rationally accounts for the
origin of our hierbglyphical instraction, and con-
vinces us of the advantages which will ever ac-
cvompany a faithful observance of our duty: it
maintains, beyond the power of contradiction, the
propriety of our rites, while it demonstrates to
the most sceptical and hesitating mind, their ex-
cellency and utility ; it illustrates, at the same
time, certain particulars, of which our ignorance
might lead us into error, and which, as masons,
we are indispensably bound to know.

time into three equal portions; one was employed in slcep
and the refection of his body ; another in the dispatch™ of
business ; and a third in study and devotion.”
. Hume's History of England.
D s
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To make a daily progress in the art,is our con-
stant duty, and expressly required by our general
laws. What end can be more noble, than the’
pursuit of virtue? what motive more alluring,
than the practice of justice ? or what instruction
more beneficial, than an accurate elucidation of
symbolical mysteries which tend to embellish and
adorn the mind? Every thing that strikes the
eye, more immediately engages the attention,
and imprints on the: memory serious and solemn
truths: hence masons, universally adopting this
method of inculcating the tencts of their order by
typical figures and allegorical emblems, prevent
their mysteries from descending into the familiar
reach of inattentive and unprepared novices,
from whom they might not receive due venera-
tion. .

Our records inform us, that the usages and cus-
toms of masons have ever corresponded with
those of the Egyptian philosophers, to which they
bear a near affinity. Unwilling to expose their
mysteries, to vulgar eyes, they conccaled their par-
ticular tenets, and principles of polity, under hie-
rogly'phical figures ; and expressed their notions
of government by signs and symbols, which they
ecommunicated to their Magi alone, who were
bound by oath not to reveal them. The Pytha-
gorean system seems to have be€n established on
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a similar plan, and many orders of a more recent
date. Masonry, however, is not only the most
ancient, but the most moral institution that ever
subsisted ; every character, figure and emblem,
- depicted in a lodge, has a moral tendency, end
inculcates the practice of virtue.

The Badge of a Mason.

Every candidate, at his initiation, is presented
with a lamb-skin, or white leather apron.

The lamb has in all ages been deemed an em-
blem of innocence ; he, therefore, who wears the
lamb-skin as a badge of masonry, is thereby.con-
tinually reminded- of that purity of life and eon-
duct, which is essentially necessary to his gaim-
ing admission into the Celestial Lodge above,
where the Supreme Architect of the Universe
presides.

The Third Section.

The third section explains the nature and prin-
ciples of our. constitution, and teaches us to dis-
charge with propriety the duties of our respective
stations.  Here, too, we receive instruction. rela-
tive to the form, supports, covering, furniture, or-
naments, lights and jewels of a lodge, how it
should be sitnated, and to whom. dedicated. A.
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propeg, attention is also paid to our ancient and
venerable patrons.

From east to west, freemasonry cxtends, and
between the north and south, in every clime and
nation, are masons to be found.

Our institution is said to be supported by wwis-
dom, strength and beautly, because it is necessary
that there should be wisdom to contrive, strength
to support, and beauty to adorn, all great and im-
portant undertakings. Its dimensions are umlimit-
ed, and its covering no less than the canopy of
heaven. To this object the mason’s mind is

eontinually directed, and thither he hopes at last .

to arrive, by the aid of the theological ladder,
which Jacob in his vision saw ascending from
earth to heaven; the three principal rounds of
which are denominated faéth, hope and charity 3
and which admonish us to have faith in God,
hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind.

Every well governed lodge is furnished with
the Holy Bible, the Square and the Compass ; the
bible points out the path that leads to happiness,
and is dedicated to God ; the square teaches to
regulate our conduet by the principles of morality
and wirtue, and is dedicated to the Master; the
compass teaches to limit our desires in cvery
station, and is dedicated to the Craft.

f‘\
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Tiie Bible is dedicated to the service of God,.
because it is the inestimable gift of God to man ;
the Square to the Master; because, being the pros
per masonic emblem eof his office, it is constantly
to remind him of the duty he owes to the lodge
over which he is appointed to preside ; and the
€ompass to the Craft, because, by a due attention
to its use, they are taught to regulate their desires,
and keep their passions- within due bounds.. '

The ornamental parts of a lodge, displayed in
this section, are, the Mosaic pavement,. the in-
dented tessel, and the blazing star.. The Mosa-
fv pavement is a representation of the ground
floor of king-Solomon’s temple ; the indented tes-
sel, that beautiful tesselated border, or skirting,
which surrounded it; and the blazing star, in
the centre, is eommemorative of the star which
appeared, to guide the wise men-of the east to the
place of our Saviour’s nativity. The Mosaic pave-
ment is emblematic of human life, checquered
with good-and evil ; the beautiful border which
surrounds. ity those blessings and comforts which
surround us, and which we hope to obtain by a
faithful reliance on Divine Providence, which is
hieroglyphicaily represented by the blazing star
in the centre. : :
- The moveable and i{mmoveable jewels alsq

elaim.our attention in this section.
Da
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The rough ashler is a stone ag taken from the
quarry i its rude and natural state. The perfect
ashler is a stone made ready by the hands of the
workman to be adjusted by the working tools of
the fellow craft. The trestle-board is for the
master workman to draw his designs upon.

By the rough ashler, we are reminded of our
rude and imperfest state by nature; by the perfect
ashler, that state of perfection at which we hope
to arrive, by a virtuous education, our ewn en-
deavours, and the blessing of God ; and by the
trestle-board, we are reminded, that as the ope-
rative workman erects bis temporal building
agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by
the master on his trestle-board, so should we,
both operative and speculative, endeavour to erect
our spiritual building agreeably to the rules and
designs laid down by the Supreme Architect of the
Universe, in the book of life, which is our spiritual
trestle-board.

By a recurrence to the chapter upon the dedi-
eation of lodges, it will be perceived, that although
our .ancient brethren dedicated their lodges to
King Selomon, yet masons professing ehristianity
dedicate theirs to St. John the Baptist, and St.
John the Evangelist, who were eminent patrons
of masonry ; and since their time there is repre-
sented in every regular and well governed lodge,
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a certain point within a circle ; the point repre-
senting an individual brother, the circle represent-
ing the boundary line of his duty to God and man,
beyond which he is never to” suffer his passions,
prejudices or interests to betray him, on any oc-
casion. This circle is embordered by two per~
pendicular, parallel lines, representing St. John
the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist ; who -
were perfect parallels, in christianity, as well as
masonry ; and upon the vertex rests the book of
Holy Scriptures, which point out the whole duty
of man. In going round this circle, we necessarily
touch upon these two lines, as well as upbn the |
Holy Scriptures, and whilst a mason keeps himself

thus circumscribed, it is impossible that he shodld

materially err.

This section, though the last in rank, is not the
least considerable in importance. It stremgthens
those which precede, and enforces, in the most en-
gaging manner, a due regard to character and be-
haviour in public, as well as in private life ; in the
lodge, as well as in the general commerce of soci-
ety. _
It forcibly inculcates the most instructive les-
sons. Brotherly love, relief and truth, are themes
on which we here expatiate. - R

MR T TR
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OF BROTHERLY LOVE.

By the exercise of brotherly love, we are
taught to regard the whole human specics as one
family, the high and low, the rich and poor ; who,
as created by one Almighty Parent, and inhabi-
tants of the same planet, are to aid, support and
protect each other. On this principle, masonry
unites men of every country, sect and opinion, and-
conciliates true friendship among those who
might otherwise have remained at a perpetual.
distance,

OF RELIEPF..

To relieve the distressed, is a duty incumbent om
all men; but particularly on masons, who are
kinked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere
affection. To soothe the unhappy, to sympathize
with their misfortunes,.to compassionate their mi-
series, and to restore peace to their troubled
- minds, is the grand aim we have in view. On
this basis we form our friendships, and establish,
our connexions.

OF TRUTH.

Truth is a divine attribute,. and the foundation
of every virtue. To be good and true, is the first
losson we are taught in masonry, On this theme:
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we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavour to
regulate our conduct ; hence, whilst influenced by
this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown
amongst us, gincerity and plain dealing distinguish
us, and the heart and tongue join in promoting
each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s

prosperity.

To this illustration succeeds an explanation of
the four cardinal virtues—temperance, formude,
prudence and justice.

OF TEMPERANCE.

Temperance is that du¢ restraint upon our af-
fections and passions, which renders the body
tame and governable, and frees the mind from the
allurements of vice. This virtue should be the
constant practice of every mason, as he is thereby
taught to avoid excess, or contracting any licen-
tious or vicious habit, the indulgence of which
might lead him to disclose some of those valuable
secrets, which he has promised to conceal and ne-
ver reveal, and which would consequently subject
him to the contempt and detestation of all good:
masons.
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OF FORTITUDE.

Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose of
the mind, whereby we are enabled to undergo
any pain, peril or danger, when prudentially deem-
ed expedient. This virtue is equally distant from
rashness and cowardice ; and, like the former,
should be deeply impressed upon the mind of eve-
Ty mason, as a safeguard or security against any
illegal attack that may be made, by force or other-
wise, to extort from him any of those secrets with
which he has been so solemnly entrusted ; and
which was emblematically represented upon his
first admission into the lodge.

OF PRUDENCE,

'Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and
actions agreeably to the dictates of reason, and is
that habit by which we wisely judge, and pruden-
tially determine on all things relative to our pre-
sent, as well as to our future happiness. This vir-;
tue should be the peculiar characteristic of every.
mason, not only for the government of his con-,
duct while in the lodge, but also when abroad in
the world; it should be particularly attended to.
in all strange and mixed eompanies, never to let
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fall the least sign, token or word, whereby the
seorets of masonry might be unlawfully obtained.

OF JUSTICE.

Justice is that standard, or boundary of right,
which enables us torender to everyman his justdue,
without distinction. This virtue is not only con-
sistent with divine and human laws, but is the ve-
ry cement and support of civil society ; and, as
justice in a great measures constitutes the real
good man, so should it be the invariable practice
of every mason never to deviate from the minut-
est principles thereof.

i

The illustration of these virtues is accompanied
with some general observations peculiar to ma-
sons.

Such is the arrangement of the different sec-
tions in the first lecture, which, with the forms
adopted at the opening and closing of a ledge,
comprehends the whole of the first degree of ma-
sonry. This plan has the advantage of regularity
to recommend it, the support of precedent and
authority, and the sanction and respect which
flow from antiquity. The whole is a regular sys-
tem of morality, conceived in a strain of interest-



48 PREEMASON'S MONITOR.

ing allegory, which must unfold its beauties to the
eandid and industrious inquirer.

Charge at Initiation into the First Degree.

BROTHER,

As you are now introduced into the first prin-
ciples of masonry, I congratulate you on being ac-
cepted into this ancient and honourable order; an-
cient, as having subsisted from time immemorial ;
and honourable, as tending, in every particular, so
to render all men who will be conformable to its
precepts. No institution was ever raised on a
better principle, or more solid foundation; nor
were ever more excellent rules and useful maxims
laid down, than are inculcated in the several ma-
sonic lectures.  The greatest and best of men in
all ages have been encouragers and promoters of
the art, and have never deemed it derogatory from
their dignity, to level themselves with the frater-
nity, extend their privileges, and patronise their
assemblies,

There are three great duties, which, as a ma-
son, you are charged to inculcate—to God, your
neighbour, and yourself. To God, in never men-
tioning his name, but with that reverential awe
which is due from a creature to his Creator ; to
implore his aid in all your laudable undertakings ;
and to esteem him as the chief good: to your
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neighbour; in acting upon the square, and doing
unto him as you wish he should do unto you: and
to yourself ; in avoiding all irregularity and in-
temperance, which may impair your faculties, or
debase the dignity of your profession. A zealous
attachment to these duties will ensure public and
private esteem.

In the state, you are to be a quiet and peaceful
subject, true to your government, and just to your
country ; you are not to countenance disloyalty or
rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority,
and conform with cheerfulness to the government
of the country in which you live.

In your outward demeanour be particularly care-
ful to avoid censure or reproach. Let not interest,
favour, or prejudice, bias your integrity, or influ-
ence you to be guilty of a dishonourable action.
Although your frequent appearance at our regular
meetings is earnestly solicited, yet is is not meant
that masonry should interfere with your necessary
vocations ; for these are on no account to be
neglected : neither are you to suffer your zeal for
the institution to lead you into argument with
those who, through ignorance, may ridicule it.
At your leisure hours, that you may improve in
masonic knowledge, you are to converse with well
informed brethren, who will be always as ready

to give, as you will be to receive, instruction.
E
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Finally ; keep sacred and inviolable the myste-
" ries of the order, as these are to distinguish you
from the rest of the community, and mark your
consequence among masons. If, in the circle of
your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of
being initiated into masonry, be particularly atten-
tive not to recommend him, unless you are con-
vinced he will conform to our rules ; that the
honour, glory and reputation of the institution-may
be firmly established, and the world at large con-
vinced of its good effects.

—— O S

CHAPTER IX.
Remarks on the Second Degrce.

MASONRY is a progressive science, and is
divided into different classes or degrees, for the
more regular advancement in the knowledge of its
mysteries. According to the progress we make,
we limit or eéxtend our inquiries ; and, in propor-
tion to our capacity, we attain to a less or greater
degree of perfection.

Masonry includes within its circle almost every
branch of polite learning. Under the veil of its
mysteries, is comprehended & regular system of
science. Many of its illustrations, to the confined .



FREEMASON’S MONITOR. 51

genius, may appear unimportant 3 but the man of
more enlarged faculties will perceive them to be,
in the highest degree, useful and intéresting. To
please the accomplished scholar, and ingenious
artist, masonry is wisely planned ; and, in the in-
vestigation of its latent doctrines, the philosopher
and matbematician may experience equal delight
and satisfaction.

To exhaust the various sub_]ects of whwh it
treats, would transcend the powers of the;brightest
genius ; still, however, nearer approaches to per-
fection may be made, and the man of wisdom will
not check the progress of bis abilities, though the
task he attempts may at first seem insurmountable.
Perseverance and application remove each diffi-
cufty as it occurs 3 every step he advances, new
pleasures open to his view, and instruction of the
noblest kind attends his- researches. In theé dili-
gent pursuit of knowledge, the intellectual facul-
ties are employed in promoting the glory of God,
and the good of man.

The first degree is well. calculated‘ to enforce
the duties of morality, and imprint on the. memory
the noblest principles which'tan adorn. the human
mind. It is therefore the best introduction to the
second degree, which not only extehds the same
plan, but comprehends a more diffusive system.cf
knowledge,. Here practice and  théory join, ‘in
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qualifying the industrious mason to share the plea-
sures which an advancement in the art must ne-
cessarily afford.  Listening with attention to the
wise opinions of experienced craftsmen on impor-
tant subjects, he gradually familiarises his mind
to useful instruction, and is soon enabled to inves-
tigate truths of the utmost concern in the general
transactions of life. :

From this system proceeds a rational amuse-
ment ; -while the mental powers are fully employ-
ed, the judgment is properly exercised. A spirit
of emulation prevails ; and all are induced to vie,
wheo shall most excel in promoting the valuable
rules. of the institution.

The First Sectisn.

The first section of the seeond degree accurate-
ly elucidates the mode of introduction into that
particular class ; and instructs the diligent crafts-
iman how to proceed iz the proper arrangement
of the ceremonies used on the occasion. It quali-
fies him tojudge of theirimportance, and convinces
him of the necessity .of strictly adhering to every
. established usage of the order. Here he is entrusted
with particular tests, to enable him to prove his
title to the privileges of this degree, while satis-
factory reasons are given for their origin, Many
- duties, which cement in the firmest union, well-
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informed brethren, are illustrated in this section ;
and an opportunity is given to make such advan-
ces in masonry, as will always distinguish the
abilities of those who have arrived at preferment.

The knowledge of this section is absolutely
necessary for all craftsmen ; and as it recapitulates.
the ceremony of initiation, and contains many
other important particulars, no officer or member
of a lodge should be unacquainted with it.

The PLUMB, SQUARE, and LEVEL, those noble
and useful implements of a Fellow Craft, are here
introduced and moralized, and serve as a constant
admonition to the practice of virtue and morality.

The plumb is an instrument made use of by
operative masons, to raise perpendiculars, the
square, to square their work, and the lev¢l, to lay
horizontals ; but we, as free and accepted masouns,
are taught to make use of them for more noble
and glorious purposes : the plumbd admonishes us
to walk uprightly in our several stations before
God and man, squaring our actions by the square
of virtue, and remembering that we are travelling
wpon the lewvel of time, to ¢ that undiscovered-
country, from whose bourne no traveller returns.”

The Second Section:

The second section of this degree has recourse
fo the origin of the institution, and views masonry
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under two denominations, operative and specula-
tive. These are separately considered, and the
principles on which both are founded, particularly
explained.  Their affinity is pointed out, by alle-
gorical figures, and typical representations. The

period stipulated for rewarding merit is fixed, and
" the inimitable moral to which that circumstance
alludes is explained ; the creation of the world is
described, end many particulars recited, all of
which have been carefully preserved among ma-
sons, and transmitted from one age to another, by
eral tradition.

Circumstances of great importance to the fra-
ternity are here particularised, and many tradi-
tional tenets and customs confirmed by sacred and
profane record. The celestial and terrestrial globes:
are considered ; and here the accomplished gen-
tleman may display his talents to advantage, in-
the elucidation of the Orders of Architecture, the-
Senses of human: nature, and the liberal Arts and
Sciences, which are severally classed in a regular
arrangement.  In short, this section contains a.
store of valuable knowledge, founded on reason.
and sacred reeord, both entertaining and instruc-
tive.

Masonry is considered under two denomina~
tions ; operative, and speculative,
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Operative Masonry.

By operative masonry we allude to a proper
application of the useful rules of architecture,
whence a structure will derive figure, strength,
and beauty, and whence will result a due propor-

-tion, and a just cerrespondence in all its parts, It
furnishes us with dwellings, and convenient shel-
ters from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of sea-
sons ;3 and while it displays the effects of human
wisdom, as well in the choice, as in the arrange-
ment, of the sundry materials of which an edifice
is composed, it demonstrates that a fund of science
and industry is implanted in man for the best, most
salutary and beneficent purposes.

Speculative Masonry.

By speculative masonry, we learn to subdue the
passions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of
good report, maintain secresy, and practise cha-
rity. It is so far intetwoven with religion, as to
lay us under obligations to pay that rational hom-
age to the Deity, which at once constitutes our
duty and our happiness. It leads the contempla-
tive to view with reverence and admiration the
glorious works of the creation, and inspires him
with the most exalted ideas of the perfections of
his divine Creator, :
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In six days God created the hedvens and the
earth, and rested upon the seventh day ; the se-
venth, therefore, our ancient brethern consecrated
as a day of rest from their labours, thereby enjoy-
ing frequent opportunities to contemplate the glo-
rious works of the creation, and to adore their
great Creator.

The doctrine of the spheres is mcluded in the
science of astronomy, and particularly considered
in this section. '

Of the Globes.

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies,
en the convex surface of which are represented
the countries, seas, and various parts of the earth,
the face of the heavens, the planetary revolutions,
and other particulars.

The sphere, with the parts of the earth delinea-
ted on its surface, is called the terrestrial globe ;
and that, with the constellations, and other hea-
venly bodies, the celestial globe.

The Use of the Globes.

Their principal use, beside serving as maps to
distinguish the outward parts of the earth, and the
situation of the fixed stars, is to illustrate and ex-
plain the phenomena arising from the annual re-
volution, and the diurnal rotation, of the earth
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round its own axis. They are the ncblest instru-
ments for improving the mind, and giving it the
most distinct idea of any problem or proposition,
aswell as enabling it to solve the same. Contem-
plating these bodies, we are inspired with a due
reverence for the Deity and his works, and are
induced to encourage the studies of astronomy,
geography, navigation, and the arts dependent on
them, by which society has been so much bene-
fited.

The orders of arehitecture come under conside-
ration in this section ; a bricf description of them
may therefore not be improper.

Of Order in Arechitecture.

By order in architecture, is meant a system of
all the members, proportions and ornaments. of
columns and pilasters ; or, it is 2 regular arrange-
‘ment of the projecting parts of a building, which,
united with those of a column, form a beautiful,
perfect and complete whole,

Of its Antiquity. '
From the first formation of society, ord¢r in ar-
chitecture may be traced. 'When 'the rigour of
seasons obliged men to contrive shelter from the
inclemency of the weather, we learn that they

first planted trees on end, and then:laid othezs
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across, to support a covering. The bands which
connected those trees at top and bottom, are said
to have given rise to the idea of the base and ca;
pital of pillars; and, from this simple hint, origi-
nally proceeded the more improved art of archi-
- tecture. -

The five orders are thus classed: the Tuscan,

Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite.

THE TUSCAN

Is the most simple and solid of the five orders.
It was invented in Tuscany, whence it derives
its name. Its column is seven diameters high;
and its capital, base and entablature have but few
mouldings. The simplicity of the construction of
this column renders it eligible where ornament
would be superfluous.

THE DORIC,

‘Which is plain and natural, is the most ancient;
and was invented by the Greeks.  Its column is
eight diameters high, and has scldom any orna-
ments on base or capital, except mouldings ;

- though the frieze is distinguished by triglyphs and
metopes, and triglyphs compose the .ornaments of
the frieze. The solid composition of this order
gives it a preference, in structures where strength,
and a neble simplicity, are chiefly required.,
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The Doric is the best proportioned of all the
orders. The several parts of which it is composed
are founded on the natural position of solid bodies.
In its first invention it was more simple than in
its present state, In after times, when it began
to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric ; for
when it was constructed in its primitive and sim-
ple form, the name of Tuscan was conferred on it.
Hence the Tuscan precedes the Doric in rank, on
account of its rese_mblance' to that pillar in its
original state.

THE IONIC

- Bears a kind of mean proportion between the
more solid and delicate orders. ~ Its column is.
nine diameters high ; its capital is adorned with -
volutes, and its cornice has dentals. There is
both delicacy and ingenuity displayed_in this pil-
lar ; the invention of which is attributed to the
Ionians, as the famous temple of Diana at Ephesus
was of this order. It is said to have been formed
after the modelof an agreeable young woman, of
an elegant shape, dressed in her hair ; as a con-
trast to the Doric order, which was formed after
that of a strong, robust man,
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THE CORINTIIIAN,

The richest of the five orders, is deemed a
masterpiece of art.  Its column is ten diameters
high, and its capital is adorned with two rows of
leaves, and eight volutes, which sustain the abacus.
The frieze is ornamented with curious devices,
the cornice with dentals and modillions. This
order is used in stately and superb structures.

Of the Invention of this Order.

It was invented at Corinth, by Callimachus,
who is said to have taken the hint of the capital
of this pillar from the following remarkable cir-
cumstance. Accidentally passing by the tomb of
a young lady, he perceived a basket of toys, co-
vered with a tile, placed over an acanthus root,
having been left there by her nurse. As the
branches grew up, they encompassed the basket,
till, arriving at the tile, they met with an ob-
struction, and bent downwards. Callimachus,
struck with the object, set about imitating the
figure ; the vase of the capital he made to repre-
sent the basket; the abacus the tile ; and the vo-
lutes the bending leaves,
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THE COMPOSITE

Is compounded of the other orders, and was con-
trived by the Romans. Its capital has the two
rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and the volutes
of the Ionic, Its column has the quarter-round as
the Tuscan and Doric order, is ten diameters high,
and its cornice has dentals, or simple modillions.
This pillar is generally found in buildings where
strength, elegance and beauty are digplayed.

Of the Invention of Order of Architecture.

The ancient and original orders of architecture,
revered by masons, are no more than three, the
Doric, IoNIC, and CORINTHIAN, which were
invented by the Greeks. To these the Romans
have added two ; the Tuscan, which they made
plainer than the Doric ; and the Composite, which
was more ernamental, if not more beautiful, than
the Corinthian. The first three orders alone,
however, shew invention and particular character,
and essentially differ from each other : the two
others have nothing but what is borrowed, and
differ only accidentally : the Tuscan is the Doric
in its earliest state ; and the Composite is the Co-
rimthian enriched with the Ionic. To the Greeks,
therefore, and not to the Romans, we are indebt-

B
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ed for what is great, judicious and distinct in ‘ar-
chitecture.

Of the five Sénses of H-z.unan Natare.

An analysis of the human faculties is next giv-
en in this section, in which the five external sen-
ses particularly claim attention: these are bear-
ing, seeing, feeling, smelling and tasting.

HEARING

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds,
and are capable of enjoying all the agreeable
charms of music. By i#t we are enabled to enjoy
the pleasures of society, and reciprocally to com-
municate to each other our thoughts and inten-
tions, our purposes and desires; while thus our
reason is capable of exerting its utmost power
and energy.

The wise and beneficent Author of Nature in-
tended, by the formation of this sense, that we
should be social creatures, and receive the great-
est and most important part of our knowledge by
the jnformation of others. For these purposes we
are endowed with hearing, that, by a proper ex-
ertion of our rational powers, our happiness may
be complete,

k4
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SEEING

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects,
and in an instant of time, without change of place
or situation, view armies in battle array, figures
of the most stately structures, and all the agreea-
ble variety displayed in the landscape of nature.
By this seuse we find our way in the pathless
ocean, traverse the globe of earth, determine
its figure and dimensions, and delineate any rc-
gion or quarter of it. By it we measure the pla-
netary orbs, and make new discoveries in the
sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, more: by it we
perceive the tempers and dispositions, the passions
and affections, of our fellow creatures, when they
wish most to conceal them, so that though the
tongue may be taught to lie and dissemble, the
countenance would display the hypocrisy to the
discerning eye. In fine, the rays of light which
administer to this sense, are the most astonishing
parts of the animated creation, and render the
eye a peculiar objeet of admiration.

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The
structure of the eye, and its appertenances, evince’
the admirable contrivance of nature for perform-
ing all its various external and internal motions,
while the variety displayed in the eyes of differ-
ent animals, suited to their several ways of life,
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elearly demonstrates this organ to be the master-
piece of nature’s work,

FEELING

Is that sense by which we distinguish the differ-
ent qualities of bodies; such as heat and cold,
hardness and softness, roughness and smoothness,
figure, solidity, motion, and extension.

These three senses, HEARING, SEEING, and
FEELING, are deemed peculiarly essential among
masons,

SMELLING

Is that sense by which we distinguish odours,
the various kinds of which convey different im-
pressions to the mind. Animal and vegetable bo-
dies, and indeed most other bodies, while exposed
to the air, continually send forth effluvia of vast
§ubtilxy, as well in the state of life and growth,
as in the state of fermentation and putrefaction.
These effluvia, being drawn into the nostrils along
with the air, are the means by which all bodies
are smelled. Hence it is evident, that there is a
manifest appearance of design in the great Crea-
tor’s having planted the organ of smell in the in-
side of that canal, through which the air continu-
ally passes in respiration.
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TASTING

Enables us to make a proper distinction in the
choice of our food. The organ of this sense guards
the entrance of the alimentary canal, as that of
smelling guards the entrance of the canal for re-
spiration. From the situation of both these organs,
it is plain that they were intended by nature to
distinguish wholesome food from that which is
nauseous. Every thing that enters into the sto-
mach must undergo the scrutiny of tasting ; and
by it we are capable of discerning the changes
which the same body undergoes in the different
compositions of art, cookery, chemistry, pharmacy,
&c.

Smelling and tasting are inscparably connected,
and it is by the unnatural kind of life men com-
monly lead in society, that these senses are ren-
dered less fit to perform their natural offices.

On the mind all our knowledge must depend
what, therefore, can be a more proper subject, for
the investigation of masons ? ‘By anatomical dis-
section and observation, we Lecome acquainted
with the body ; but it is by the anatomy of the
mind alone we discover its powers and principles,

To sum up the whole of this transcendent mea-
sure of God’s bounty to man, we shall add, that
memeory, imagination, taste, reasoning, moral

Fa
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perception, and all the active powers of the soul,
present a vast and boundless field for philosophical
disquisition, which far exceeds human inquiry, and
are peculiar mysteries, known only to nature, and
to nature’s God, to whom we and all are indebted
for creation, preservation, and every blessing we.
enjoy.

Of the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences.

The seven liberal ARTS and SCIENCES are
next illustrated in this section : ‘it may not there-
fore be improper to insert here a short explanation
of them.

GRAMMAR.

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of
words, according to the idiom or dialect of any
particular people ; and that excellency of pronuq:
ciation, which enables us to .speak or write a lan-
guage with accuracy, agreeably to reason and
eorrect usage.

RHETORIC.

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and flu-
ently on any subject, not merely with propriety
a@one, but with all the advantages of force and
- elegance ; wisely contriving to captivate the hear-
v by strength of argument and beauty of expres-
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sion, whether it be to entreat and exhort, to ad-
monish or applaud.

LOGIC.

Ldgic teaches us to guide our reason discretion-
ally in the general knowledge of things, and di-
Tects our inquiries after truth. It consists of a
regular train of argument, whence we infer, de-
duce, and conclude, according to certain preiises
laid down, admitted, or granted ; and in it are
employed the faculties of conceiving, judging,
reasoning, and disposing ; all of which are natu-
rally led on from one gradation to another, till the
point in question is finally determined.

ARITHMETIC.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties
of numbers, which is variously effected, by letters,
tables, figures, and instruments. By this art, rea-
sons and demonstrations are given, for finding out
any eertain number, whose relation er affinity to-
another is already known or discovered.

GEOMETRY.

Geometry treats of the powers and properties
of magnitudes in general, where length, breadth,
and thickness, are. considered, from @ point to.a
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line, from a line to a superficies, and from a su»
perficies to a solid. .

A point is a dimensionless figure ; or an indi-
visible part of space.

A line is a point continued, and a figure of one
capacity, namely, length.

‘A superficies is a figure of two dimensions,
ramely, length and breadth.

- A solid is a figure of three dimensions, namely,
length, Ureadth and thickness.

Of the Advantages of Geometry.

By this science, the architect is enabled to con-
struct his plans, and exccute his designs ; the
general to arrange his soldiers ; the enginecr to
mark out ground for encampments ; the geogra-
pher to give us the dimensions of the world, and
all things therein contained, to delineate the ex-
tent of seas, and specify the divisions of empires,
kingdoms and provinces ; by it, also, the astrono-
mer is enabled to make his observations, and to
fix the duration of times and seasons, years and
cycles. In fine, geometry is the foundation of ar-
chitecture, and the root of the mathematics.

MUSIC.

Music teaches the art of forming concords, so
as to compose delightful harmony, by a mathema-
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tical and proportional arrangement of acute, grave
and mixed sounds. This art, by a series of experi-
ments, is reduced to a demonstrative science, with
respect to tones, and the intervals of sound. It
inquires into the nature of coneords and discords,
and enables us to find out the proportion between
them by numbers.

ASTRONOMY.

Astronomy is that divine art, by which we are
taught to read the wisdom, strength and beauty
of the Almighty Creator, in those sacred pages
the celestial hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy,
we can observe the motions, measure the distan-
ces, comprehend the magnitudes, and calculate
the periods and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies.
By it we learn the use of the globes, the system
of the world, and the preliminary law of nature.
While we are employed in the study of this sci-

“ence, we must perceive unparalleled instances of
wisdom and goodness, and, through the whole
creation, trace the Glorious Author by his works.

Of the Moral Advantages of Geometry.

From this theme we_proceed to illustrate the
moral advantages of Geometry; a subject on
which the following observations may not be un~
acceptable :
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Geometry, the first and noblest of scicnces, is
the basis on which the superstructure 'of madonry
is erected. By geometry, we may curiously
trace nature, through her various windings, to ker
most concealed recesses. By it, we discover the
power, the wisdom, and the goodness, of the
Grand Artificer of the Universe, and view with
delight the proportions which connect this vast
machine. By it we discover how the plancts
move in their different orbits, and demonstrate
their various revolutions. "By it we account for
the rcturn of seasons, and the variety of scenes
which each season displays to the discerning eye.
Numberless worlds are around us, all framed by
the same Divine Artist, which roll through the
vast expanse, and are all conducted by the same
unerring laws of nature,

A survey of nature, and the observation of her
beautiful proportions, first determined man to imi-
tate the divine plan, and study symmetry and or-
der. This gave rise to societies, and birth to eve-
ry useful art. The architect began to design, and
the plans which he laid down, being improved by
experience and time, have produced works which
are the admiration of every age.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of igno-
rance, and the devastations of war, have la_id
waste and destroyed many valuable monuments
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of antiquity, on which the utmost exertions of hu~
man genius have been employed. Even the Tem-
ple of Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and
constructed by so many celebrated artists, escaped
not the unsparing ravages of barbarous force.’
Freemasonry, notwithstanding, has still survived.
The attentz;ve ear receives the sound from the ine
structive tongue, and the mysteries of masonry
are safely 1odged in the repository of faithful
breasts. 'Tools and implements of architecture are
selected by the fraternity, to imprint on the me-
mory wise and serious truths ; and thus, through
a succession of ages, are transmitted unimpaired
the excellent tenets of our institution.

Thus end the two sections of the second lecture,
which, with the ceremony used at opening and
elosing the lodge, comprehend the whole of the
second degree of masonry. Thislecture containe
a regular system of science, demonstrated on the
clearest principles, and established on the firmest
foundation.

Charge at Initiation into the Second Degrec.

BROTHER, -

Being advanced to the second degree of ma-
sonry, we congratulate you on your preferment.
The internal, and mnot the external qualifications
of a man, are what matonry regards. As you in-
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erease in knowledge, you will improve in sociab
intercourse.

It is unppcessary to recapitulate the duties which
as a mason you are bound to discharge ; or en-
large on the nccessity of a strict adherence to
them, as your own experience must have esta-
blished their value. .

Our laws and regulations you are strenuously
to support ; and be always ready to assist in see-
ing them duly executed. Youare not to palliate,
or aggravate, the offences of your brethren ; but,
in the decision of every trespass against our rules,
you are to judge with candour, admonish with
friendship, and reprehend with justice.

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable
branch of education, which tends so effectually to
polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly recom-
mended to your consideration ; especially the
science of geometry, which is established as the
hasis of our art. Geometry, or masonry, originally
synonymous terms, being of a divine ‘and moral
nature, is enriched with the most useful know-
ledge ; while it proves the wonderful properties
of nature, it demonstrates the more important
truths of morality.

Your past behaviour and regular deportment
bave merited the honour which we have now cone
ferred ; and ip your new character it is expected
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tthat you will conform to the principles of the or-
der, by steadily persevering in the practice of every
commendable virtue. . .

Suchis the nature of your engagements as a
fellow craft, and to these duties you are bound by
the most sacred ties.

et (5 e

CHAPTER X.
Remarks on the Third Degree.

FROM this class the rulers of regular bodies of
masons, in the first three degrees, are selected ;
as it is only from those who are capable of giving
instruction, that we can properly expect to receive
it. The lecture of this degree, considered sepa-
rately from the duties and ceremonies appertaining
to the degree of presiding or past-master, is divided
into three sections.

The First Section.

The ceremony of initiation into the third degree
is particularly specified in this branch of the lec-
ture, and here many other useful instructions are
given. ' o

Such is the importémce of this section, that we
may safely declare, that the péreon who is unac;,

G



74 FREEMASON'S MONITOR.

quainted with it, is illy qualified to act as a ruler
or governor of the work.

The following passage of scnpture is introduced
during the terernonies.

ECCLESIASTES xii, 1—7.

¢« Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no
pleasure in them ; while the sun, or the light, or
the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the
clouds return after the rain: in the day when the
keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong
men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease
because they are few, and those that look out of
the windows be darkened ; and the doors shall be
shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding
is low ; and he shall rise up at the woice of the
bird ; and all the daughters of music shall be
brought low: also when they shall be afraid of
that which is high,-and fears shall be in the way,
and the almond-tree shall flourish, and the grass-
hopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail ;
because man goeth to his long home, and the
mourners go about the streets : or ever the silver
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or
the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel
broken at the cistern : then shall the dust return
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_to the earth as it was ; and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it.”

The working tools of a master mason, which
are illustrated "in this section, are all the imple-
ments of masonry indiscriminately, but more espe-
cially the trowel.

The TROWEL is an instrument made use of by
operative masons, to spread the cement which
unites a building into one common mass ; but we,
as free and accepted masons, are taught to make
use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose
of spreading the cement of brotherly love and af-
fection ; that cement which unites us into one
sacred band, or society of friends and brothers,
among whom no contention should ever exist, but
that noble contention, or rather emulation, of who
best can work, or best agree.

The Second Section.

This section recites the historical traditions of
the order, and presents to view a finished picture,
of the utmost consequence to the fraternity. It
exemplifies an instance of virtue, fortitude, and
integrity, seldom equalled, and never excelled, in
the history of man. '
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\

Prayer at raising a Brother to the Sublime De-
- gree of a Master Mason. .

Thou, O God ! knowest our down-sitting and
our up-rising, and understandest our thoughts afar
off. Shield and defend us from the evil intentions
of our enemies, and support us under the trials and
afflictions we are destined to endure, .while‘tra-
velling through this vale of tears. Man that is
born of a woman, is of few days and full of trou-
ble. He cometh forth as a flower, and is cut
down ; he fleeth also as a shadow, and continu-
eth not. Seeing -his days are determined, the
number of his months are with thee, thou hast ap-
pointed his bounds that he cannot pass; turn from
‘him that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his
day. Por there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down,
that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch
thereof will not cease. But man dieth and wasteth
away ; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where
i§he ? As the waters fail from the sea, and the
flood decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down,
and riseth not up till the heavens shall be no more.
Yet, O Lord! have compassion on the children of
thy creation, administer them comfort in time of
trouble, and save them with an everlasting sal-
vation, :
Amen. So mote it be,
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The Third Section.

The third section illustrates certain hieroglyphi-
cal emblems, and inculcates many useful lessons,,
to extend knowledge, and promote virtue.

In this branch of the lecture, many particulars
relative to king Solomon’s temple are considered.

The coustruction of this grand edifice was at-
tended with two remarkable eircumstances. From
Josephus we learn, that although seven years were
occupied in building it, yet during the whole term
it rained not in the day time, that the workmen
might not be obstructed in their labour : and from
sacred history it appears, that there was neither
the sound of the hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of
iron, heard in the house, while it was in building.

This famous fabric was supported by fourteen
hundred and fifty-three columns, and two thousand
nine hundred and six pilasters; all hewn from the
finest Parian marble. There were employed in
its building three grand masters ; three thousand
and three hundred masters, or overseers of the
work ; eighty thousand fellow crafts ; and Seventy
thousand entered apprentices, or bearers of bur-
thens: All these were classed and arranged in such
a manner.by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither

énvy, discord nor confusion were suffered to in-
G2 .
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terrupt that universal peace and tranquillity, which
pervaded the world at this important period.

THE POT OF INCENSE

Is an emblem of a pure heart, which is always
an acceptable sacrifice to the Deity ; and, as this.
glows with fervent heat, so should our hearts con-
tinually glow with gratitude to the great and be-
neficent Author of our existence, for the manifold

- blessings and comforts we enjoy.

THE BEE-HIVE

Is an emblem of industry, and recommends the
practice of that virtue to all created beings, from
the highest seraph in heaven, to the lowest reptile
of the dust. It teaches us, that, as we came into
the world rational and intelligent beings, so we
ghould ever be industrious ones ; never sitting down
contented while our fellow-creatures around us are
in want, when it is in our power to relieve them,
without incenvenience to ourselves.

‘When we take a survey of nature, we view
man, in his infancy, more helpless and indigent.
than the brutal creation ; he lies languishing for
days, months and years, totally incapable of pro-
viding sustenance for himself, of guarding against
the attack of the wild beasts of the field, or shel- .
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tering himself from the inclemencies of the wea-
ther. '

It might have pleased the great Creator. of hea-
~ven and earth to have made man independent of
all other beings ; but, as dependence is one of the
strongest bonds of society, mankind were made
dependent on each other for protection and secu-
rity, as they thereby enjoy better opportunities of
fulfilling the duties of recigroc | love and friend-
- ship. Thus was man forméed for social and active
life, the noblest part of the work of God ; and he
that will so demean himself as not to be endea-
vouring to add to the common stock of knowledge
and understanding, may be déemed a drone in the
hive of nature, a useless member of society, and
unworthy of our protection as masons.

THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS, GUARDED BY
' THE TYLER’S SWORD,

Reminds us that we should be ever watchful
and guarded, in our thoughts, words and actions,
particularly when before the enemies of masonry ;
ever bearing in remembrance those truly masonie
virtues, silence and circumspection.

THE SWORD, POINTING TO A NAKED HEART,

Demonstrates that justice will sooner or later
overtake us ; and although our thoughts, words,
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and actions, may be hidden from the eyes of mans
yet that

ALL-SEEING EYE,

‘Whom the Sun, MoOON and STARS obey, and.
under whose watchful eare even COMETS perform
their stupendous revolutions, pervades the inmost
recesses of the human heart, and will reward us

according to our merits.
- s =

THE ANCHOR AND ARK

Areemblemsof a well-grounded hope,anda well-
spent life. They are emblematical of that divine.
‘ark which safely wafts us over this tempestuous
sea of troubles, and that anchor which shall safely.
moor us in a peaceful harbour, where the wicked
cease from troubling, and the weary shall find
rest.

The Forty-seventh Problem of Euclid.*

“This was an invention of our ancient friend and.
brother, the great Pythagoras, who, in his travels
through Asia, Africa, and Europe, was initiated

- * THEOREM.]—In any right-angled triangle, the square
which is described upon the side subtending the right angle,
is equal to the squarcs described upon the sides which con.
tain the right angle. ‘
' Fuclidy 1d. i. prop. 43..
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into several orders of priesthood, and raised to the
sublime degree of a master mason. This wise
philosopher enriched his mind abundantly in a ge-
neral knowledge of thinge, and more especially in
geometry or masonry ; on this subject he drew
out many problems and theorems, and amongst
the most distinguished, he erected this, which, in
the joy of his heart, he called, Eureka, in the Gre-
cian language signifying, I have found it; and
upon the discovery of which, he is said to have
sacrificed a hecatomb. It teaches masons to be
general lovers of the arts and sciences.

THE HOUR-GLASS

Is an emblem of human life; behold! how
swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly our lives
are drawing to a close. 'We cannot without asto-
nishment behold the little particles which are
contained in this machine, how they pass away
almost imperceptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in
the short space of an hour they are all exhausted.
Thus wastes man! to-day, he puts forth the ten-
der leaves of hope; to-morrow, blossoms, and
bears his blushing honours thick upon him ; the
next day comes a frost, which nips the shoot, and
when he thinks his greatness is still aspiring, he
-falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich our mother
earth,
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THE SCYTHE

Is an emblem of time, which cuts the brittle -
thread of life, and launches us into eternity.—Be-
hold! what havoc the scythe of time makes
among the human race ; if by chance we should
escape the numerous evils incident to childhood
and youth, and with health and vigour arrive to
the years of manhood, yet withal we must soon
be cut down by the all-devouring scythe of time,
and be gathered into the land where our fathers
are gone before us,

THE 'THREE STEPS,

Usually delineated upon the master’s earpet,
are emblematical of the three principal stages of
human life, viz. youth, manhood, and age. In
youth, as entered apprentices, we ought industri-
ously to oceupy our minds in the attainment of
useful knowledge : in manhood, as fellow crafts,
we should apply our knowledge to the discharge
of our respective duties to God, our neighbours,
and ourselves ; that so in age, as master masons,
we may enjoy the happy reflections consequent on
a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious
immortality,
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Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.

"BROTHER, '

Your zeal for the institution of masomry, the
progress you have made in the mystery, and your
conformity to our vegulations, have “pointed you
out as a proper object of our favour and esteem.

“You are now bound by duty, honour, and gra-
titude, to be faithful to your trust ; to support the
dignity of your character on every occasion ; and
to enforce, by precept and examplé, obedience to
the tenets of the order.

In the character of a master mason, you are
authorised to correct the errors and irregularities
of your uninformed brethren, and to guard them
against a breach of fidelity. To preserve the re-
putation of the fraternity unsullied, must be your
constant care ; and for this purpose it is your pro-
vince to recommend to your inferiorg, obedience
and submission; to your equals, courtesy and
affabilitys to your superiors, kindness and con-
descension.  Universal benevolence you are al-
ways to inculcate; and, by the regularity of
your own behaviour, afford the best example for
the conduct of others less informed. The ancient
landmarks of the order, entrusted to your care,
you are carefully to preserve ; and never suffer
them to be infringed, or countenance a deviation
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from the established usages and customs of the
fraternity. _

Your virtue, honour, and reputation, are con-
cerned in supporting with dignity the character
you now bear.  Let no motive, therefore, make
you swerve from your duty, violate your vows, or
betray your trust ; but be true and faithful, and imi-
tate the example of that celebrated artist whom
you this evening represent.  Thus you will render
yourself deserving of the honour which we have
conferred, and merit the confidence that we have
reposed. '

— S e

CHAPTER XIL.

Remarks on the Fourth, or Mark Master Ma-~
son’s Degree.

THIS degree of masonry was not less useful in
its original institution, nor are its effects less be-
neficial to mankind, than those which precede it.

By the influence of this degree, each operative
mason, at the erection of the temple of Solomon,
was known and distinguished by the Senior Grand
Warden. '

By its effects the disorder and confusion that
might otherwise havé attended so immense an
undertaking was completely prevented ; and not

~
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only the craftsmen themselves, who were eighty
thousand in number, but every part-of their work-
amanship, was discriminated with the greatest
micety, and the utmost facility, If defects were
found, by the help of this degree the overseers
were enabled without’diﬂiculty to ascertain who
was the faulty workman: so that all deficiencies
‘might be remedied, without injuring the credit, or
Adiminishing the reward, of the industrious and
Afaithful of the craft.

Charge to be read at Opening the Lodge.

-¢¢ Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, and
-guile, and hypecrisies, and envies, and all evil
-speakings.

«If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gra-
-cious, to whom ceming as unto a living stone, dis-
.allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious ; ye also, as living stones, be ye built up
.a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
sacrifices acceptable to God.

¢¢ 'Wherefore, also, it is contained in the scrip-
tures, Behold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foun-
dation ; he that believeth shall not make haste to
pass it over. Unto you, therefore, which believe,
it is an honour ; and even to them which be dis-

H.

r
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obedient, the stone which the builders disallowed,
the same is made the head of the corner.

¢ Brethren, this is the will of God, that with
well-doing ye put to silence the ignorance of fool-
ish men. As free, and not using your liberty for
a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of
God. Honour all men, love the brotherhood, fear
God.” ’

REMARKS ON THE FOURTH LEC'I‘URE.‘

The First Section.

The first section explains the manner of convo-
cating and opening a mark-master’s lodge. It
teaches the stations and duties of the respective
officers, and recapitulates the mystic ceremony of
introducing a candidate.

In this section is exemplified the regularity and
good order that was observed by the craftsmen on
Mount Libanus, and in the plains and quarries of
Zeredathah, and ends with a beautiful display of
the manner in which one of the principal events
originated, which characterises this degree.

The Second Section.

In the second section the mark-master is parti-
cularly instructed in the origin and history of this
degree, and the indispensable obligations he is un-
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der to stretch forth his assisting hand to the relief
of an indigent and worthy brother, to a certain
and specified extent.

The progress made in archntecture, particularly

in the reign of Solomon, is remarked ; the num-
~ ber of artists employed in building the temple of
Jerusalem, and the privileges they enjoyed, are
specified ; the mode of rewarding merit, and of
punishing the’ guilty, are pointed out; and the
marks of distinction, which were conferred on our
ancient brethren, as the rewards of excellence, are
named. '

*In the course of the lecture, the following texts
of scripture are introduced, and explained, viz. ’

Rev. of St. John, ii. 17.—~To him that over-
cometh will I give - to eat of the hidden manna,
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone
a new name written, which no man knoweth sav-
ing him that receiveth it,

2 Chron. ii. 16.—And we will cut wood out of
Lebanon, as much as thou shalt need ; and we
will bring it to thee in floats by sea to Joppa, and
thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem.

Psalm cxviii. 22.—~The stone which the build-
ers refused, is become the head stone of the cor-
ner. : .
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Matt, xxi. 42,—Did ye never read in the scrip-
tures, The stone which the builders rejected, is be-
come the head of the corner ?

Mark xii. 10.—~And have ye not read this scrip-
ture, The stone which the builders rejected, is be-
come the head of the corner ?

Luke xx%. 17.~What is this, then, that is writ-
ten, The stone which the builders rejected, is be-
come the head of the corner ?

Acts iv. 11,—This is the stone which was set
at nought of you, builders, which is become the
head of the cerner. :

Rev. iii. 13.—He that hath an ear to hear, let
him bear.

Ezekiel xliv. 1—3 & 5.—Then he brought me
back the way of the gate of the outward sanctua-
ry, which looketh toward the east, and it was
.shut.  Then said the Lord unto me, This gate
shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man
shall enter in by it; because the Lord, the God of
Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be
shut. It is for the prince ; the prince he shall sit
in it to eat bread before the Lord ; he shall enter
by the way of the porch of that gate, and shall go
out by the way of the same. And the Lord said
unto me, Son of man, mark well, and behold with
thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, all that I say
unto thee. concerning all the ordinances of the
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house of the Lord, and all the laws thereof ; and
mark well the entering inof the house, with every
going forth of the sanctuary.

The working tools of a mark-master are the
ehisel and mallet.

The chisel morally demonstrates the advanta-
ges of discipline and education. - The mind, like
the diamond in its original state, is rude and un-
polished ; but, as the effect of the chisel on the
external coat soon presents to view the latent
beauties of the diamond, so education discovers the'
Hatent virtués of the mind, and draws them forth
to range the large field of matter and space, to
display the summit of human knowledge, our duty
to God and to man. '

The mallet morally teaches fo correct irregula-
rities, and fo reduce man to a proper level ; so
that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the school
of discipline, learri to be content. 'What the mal-
let is to -the workman, enlightened reasom is to
the passions : it curbs ambition, it depresses envy,
it moderates anger, and it encourages good dispo-
sitions ; whence arises, among good masons, that

- eomely order,

¢ Which nothing earthly ﬁves, or can destroy—
% The soul’s ealm sunshine, aud the heart-felt joy” « -

Hg
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Charge to be delivered when a candidate s ad-
vanced to.the Fourtli Degree.

¢« BROTHER,

N

«1 congratulate yon on having been thought
worthy of being promoted.-to this honourable de-
gree of masonry. Permit me to impress it on:
your mind, that' your assiduity should ever be
commensurate with your duties,. which. become
more and more extensive as you advance in ma-
-sonry. :

¢ The situation to whieh you are now promots
ed will draw upon you not- only the scrutinizing:
eyes of the world at large, but those also of your
brethren, on whom this degree of masonry has
not been conferred: all will be justified in ex-
pecting your conduct and behaviour to be such-as
may with safety be imitated.

- % [n the honourable character- of mark-master
mason, it is more particularly yourduty to endep--
vour to let your conduct in the world, as well as
in the lodge and.among your brethren, be such
as may stand the test of the Grand Overseer’s
square, that you may not, like the unfinished and:
imperfect work of the negligent and unfajthful of

former.times, be rejected and thrown aside, as-un- '
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fit for that spiritual building, tisat kiouse not made-
with hands, eternal in the heavens.

¢ While such is- yaur conduct, should misfor--
tunes assail you, should friends forsake you, should:
envy traduce your'gootl name, and’'malice perse-
cite you; yet may you have confidence, thatt
among mark-master masons,. you will find friends-
whe 'will administer relief to your distresses, and:
comfort your afflictions ;: ever bearing in mind, as
a consolation under all the frowns of fortune, and-
s an encouragement to hope for better prospects,.,
that the stone. whick the builders rejected (pos-
sessing merits to thein unknown) became the
ehief stome'of the corner:. ‘

Previous to closing the Lodge, the following:
Parable is recited.
MATTHEW, XX. 1—186..

¢¢For the kingdom- of heaven is like unto &
man that is- an householder, which went out ear--
ly in the morning to hire labourers: into his vine--
yard. And when he bad agreed with the labour--
ers for a penny a day,.he sent them into-his vine--
yard. And he went out about the third hour, and:
saw others standing idle in the. market: place, and:
said unto them,.Go ye also into the vineyard, and:
whatsoevgr is. right I will. give yonc . And they
went their way, Again he went out about. the
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sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. And
about the eleventh hour; he went out, and found
others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why
stand ye here all the day. idle? They say unto
him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith un-
to them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and what-
soever is right, that shall ye receive. So when
even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith un--
to his steward, Call the labourers, and give thems
their hire; beginning from the last unto the first.
And when they came that were hired about the:
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.
But when the first came,. they supposed that they
should have received more, and they likewise re-
ceived every man a penny. And when they had
received it, they murmured against the good man
of the house, saying, These last have wrought but
one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us,,
which have borne -the burthen and heat of the:
day. But he answered one of them, and saidj
Friend, I do thee no wrong : didst thou not agree
with me for a penny ? Take that thine is, and
go thy way; I will give unto this last even as
unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what
will with mine own? Is thine eye evil because E
am good ? So the last shall be first, and the first
last: for many be called, but few chosen,”
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The ceremony of closing a lodge in this degree,
when properly conducted, is peculiarly interesting.
It assists in strengthening the social affections; it
teaches us the duty we owe to our brethren in
particular, and the whole family of mankind in ge-
neral ; by ascribing praise to the meritorious, and
dispensing rewards to the diligent and industrious,

" The following Song is sung during the Closing
Ceremony.

I
MARK MASTERS, all appear
Before the Chief O’erseer
In councert move;
Let him your work inspect,
For the Chief Architect,
If there is no defect,
He will approve..
11, R
Those who have pass’d tHe Square,
For your rewards prepare,
Joig heart and hand ;
Each with kis mark in view,
- March with the just and true;
Wages to you are due,
At your command.
I
‘Hiram, the widow’s son,
Sent unto Solomon -
_ Qur great key-stone;

-
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On it appears the name
Which raises high the fame
Of all to whom the saine

Is truly known.

1v.

Now to the westward move,
Where, full of strength and love,

Hiram doth stand
But if impostors are
Mix’d with the worthy there,
Caution them to beware

Qf the right hand.

V.

Now to the praise of those
Who triumph’d o'er the foes

Of mason’s art ;
To the praiseworthy three,
‘Who founded this degree :
May all their virtnes be

_Deep in our hearts.

L 4

¢ st €5 e

CHAPTER XIL

Qbservations on the Degree of Present or Past
Master,

THIS degree should be carefully studied, and
well understood, by every master of a lodge. It
treats of the government of our society ; the dis-
position of our rulers; and illustrates their requi-
site qualifications. It includes the eeremony of
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opening and closing lodges in the several preced-
ing degrees ; and also the forms of installation and
consecration, in the grand lodge, as well as pri-
vate lodges. It comprehends the ceremonies at
laying the foundation stones of public buildings,
and also at dedications and at funerals, hy a vari-
ety of particulars explanatory of those ceremo-
Bies.

REMARKS ON THE FIFTH LECTURE.
The First Section.

Of the Manner of Constituting a Lodge of Mus-
) ter Masons.

Any number of master masons, not under seven,
desirous of forming a new lodge, must apply, by
petition, to the grand lodge of the state in which
they reside, setting forth, ¢ That they are free and
accepted master masons ; that they are at present,
or have been, members of regular lodges ; that,
having the prosperity of the fraternity at heart,
they are willing to exert their best endeaveurs to
promote and diffuse the genuine principles of ma-
sonry ; that, for the conveniency of their respec-
tive dwellings, and for other good reasons, they
‘are desirous of forming a new lodge, in the town
Of wunccsssnssssennenny 10 b€ NAMEd wrseresiornererenns 3 that,
m consequence of this desire, they pray for letters
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of dispensation, or a warrant of constitution, te
empower them to assemble, as a legal lodge, to
discharge the duties of masonry, in a-regular and.
constitutional manner, according to the original
forms of the order, and the regulations of the grand
lodge. That they have nominated and do recom-
mend A B to be the first master ; C D to be
the first senior warden, and E F to be the first
Jjunior warden, of the said lodge : that, if the pray-
-er of the petition should be granted, they promise
a strict conformity to all the constitutional laws
and regulations of the grand ledge.”

" This petition, being signed by at least seven
regular masons, and recommended by a lodge or
lodges adjacent to the place where the new lodge
is to be holden, is delivered to the grand secretary,
who lays it before the grand lodge.

If the petition meets the approbation of the
grand lodge, they generally order a dispensation
to be issued, which is signed by the grand or de-
puty grand master, and anthorises the petitioners
‘to assemble as.a legal lodge, for a certain speci-
fied term of time. ‘

In some jurisdictions, the grand and deputy
grand masters, respectively, are invested with au-
thority ‘to grant dispensations, at pleasure, during
the recess of the grand lodge ; in others,-they are
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never issued without the epecial direction of the
grand lodge.

Lodges working under dispensations are consi-
dered merely as agents of the grand lodge ; their
presiding officers are not entitled to the rank of
past masters ; their officers are not privileged with
a vote or veice in the grand lodge ; they cannot
change their officers without the special approba-
tion and appointment of the grand lodge ; and in
case of'the cessation of such lodges, their funds,
Jjewels, and other property accumulated by initia-
tions into -the several degrees, become the proper-
-ty of the grand lodge, and must be delivered over
to the grand treasurer.

When lodges that are atfirst instituted by dispen-
sation, have passed a proper term of probation, they
rmake application to the grand lodge for a charter
of counstitution. - ‘If'this be obtained, they are then
confirmed in the possession of their property, and
possess all the rights and privileges of regularly
constituted lodges, as long as they conform to the
constitutions of masonry.

After a charter is granted by ‘the grand lodge,
the grand master appoints a day and hour for con-
stituting and consecrating the new lodge, and for
installing its master, wardens, and other officers.

If the grand master, in person, attends the ce-

yemony, the lodge is said to be constituted in am-
1
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ple form ; if the deputy grand master only, it is
said to be constituted in due form ; but if the
power of performing the ceremony is vested in a
subordinate lodge, it is said to be constituted in
form.

‘When charters of constitution are granted for
places where the distance is so great as to render
it inconvenient for the grand officers to attend ;
the grand master, or his deputy, issues a written
instrument under his hand and private seal, to

. some worthy present or past master, with full
power to conjugate, constitute and install the peti-
tioners. ’

Ceremony of Constitution and Consecration.

On the day and hour appointed, the grand mas
ter and his officers meet in a convenient room,
near to that in which the lodge to be constituted
is assembled, and open the grand ledge in the
three degrees of masonry.

The officers of the new lodge are to be exa-
mined by the deputy grand master, after which
they return to their lodge.

The new lodge then sends a messenger to the
grand master with the following message, viz,

/
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¢ MosT WORSHIPFUL,

¢ The officers and brethren of ........r. Lodge,
whe are now assembled at .....uiuesy have instruct-
ed me to inform you, that the most worshipful
grand lodge [or grand master] was pleased to
. grant them a letter of dispensation, bearing date

the .c.veese day of w.e., ia the year ........, author-
ising them to form and open a lodge of free and
accepted masons, in the town of ....... ; that since

that period they have regularly assembled, and
conducted the business of masonry according to
the best of their abilities; that their proceedings
baving received the approbation of the M. W,
grand lodge, they have obtained a charter of con-
_stitation, and are desirous that their lodge should
be consecrated, and their officers installed, agree-
ably to the ancient usages and customs of the
craft ; for which purpose they are now met, and
await the pleasure of the most worshipful Grand
Master.” : :

He then returns to his lodge, who prep